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FOREWORD

Oil llic ..cciisioii of ii vUil to llaiiiiltoii uf the FJoanl ot"

Coiiinurcc of CiiniKlii, the Sccniarv <>t' sniiic iiufiHcd flic Whol.-
Nale (Jruccry trade of IIaiiiilt(.Ti tliari flic Hoard (.f ('oiiniicrcc

would l)f pleased to nicct tlie icpre-entativos of the trade to hi ar
uuy matter the trade doind in l.riii<r to the attention of the Roard.

''he Wholesale (ii ers, therefore, took advantage of the in-

vitation, and at a iiieetiii;^ of the lioard of ( 'oiiiincr'-e held in

JIaniilton at the Cilv Hall on Tiiesdav. N'oveiiiher ISfh, IJtl'.t.

jiresented the uddres> as >et forth herein.

Manv inaiuifaetiirers and others enpi;;ed in eoiiiinereial piir-

siiits. appan'ntly up to the |)res(.nf are not fully alive to the
functions of the IJoanl of ('oninierce of Canada, and the [wwers
of the JJoard to rejiiilate and esialtliwh rules for the conduct of
husiness on a souikI, honorable, ethical basis. The ird of Com-
uierce of Canaila is the Canadian business man's trade tribunal.

The appointment of this Hoard of Commerce was an absolute

necessity for the proper conduct of business. It is the most ad-

vanced lejiislation ever enacted in the history of Canada, and will

in time be ii]tpreciated by every honorable business man.

In addition to the addres: to the Hoard and the remarks of

the Vice-Chairman of same in his comments—this pamphlet con-

tains copy of the platform of the Canadian Wholesale Grocers'

Association adopted a* the Convention held in Ottawa, August
:ilst and li^nd, lOlU— also copy of the eiidorsation of ^me by the

Wholesale (Jrocers of Ontario, tofrether with the names of the

Wholesale (Grocery firms in Ontario, all of which was referred to

in the address to the Hoard of Conimerce.

At the Convention in Ottawa. .Mr. ()"C!oiinor, Vice-Chairman

of the J>oaril of Coiiiiiierce, addressed the trade explaining the

P9t •fefvmir *mf9timrz' ii/



tiiiM-liftii!* of flio lioanl of (ViintiuTcc. ('i>|iv oi •« ui|ilri'->« hnn

liccii ])i'iiil«'il in pHinphlot fonii ni\(\ cojvip!* <>( rtaiiin can Jm- sccunMl

liv ti|)|)li«'Htioii tu thf Scrrotnrv (.f tln' Cnnaiiinn \Vln)l<'nale (ir<>-

cerr*' AHHiM'iHtion, inmrp<irnt('(J l>_v Act of the FciU-ral Pnrliamonf.

A<l(lr«'ss:

A. (\ I'YKK, SrrrHary.

'>H» Boanl nf Trade I^uiMiii^.

Toronto. Ont.

Nov. is. I<.»l!>.

cj 9 ! G 4 3



Hamilton, NovenilNr Im, I'M'.t.

To flic Mounl i>t" ('oiiiiiH'rcf nf CaiiHtlii.

Mr. Cbuiniiuii. and iiiciiiiH-rH of tint lioani <>f ('oiiiiiu'rce:

We all hear so iii'ich thouplitlcHs conilcnmation iiowatlays of

ill*' unncpoysarv luidtlkniaii or wholcrtal ^r. imrticiilarly the whol<-

»al«' prot'ers, that the wholvKah- jrrcK'fry trade of Ilutiiilton felt

they would like to take advantage on the orcasioii of the first full

^•cssion of your Hoard in Hatiiilton, to pay trihutc and the highest

eoinplinient to yoin- lioard for the logical, sound reaHoniii); set

f )rth in your decision of October L';{rd, 15*10, in the matter of '. ne

York Trading Co.

It i» a clear, comprehensive expos'tior of trade reasoning,

and. coming, ns it d(K»s, from Canada's ncently ap|M)inted trade

tribunal, we of the trade feel now that, we have u Hoard of Com-
merce or trade tribunal, there is every reason for congratidation

and for our belief, that the much abused wholesale gnn-ery t. de

as a whole will get recognition of its place in the trade and com-

merce of th-<< country : as the most economical factor in the dis-

iributing pystem. W( are also convinced that the unsatisfactory

state of commercial affairs, p<'rmitted to exist in the past, and the

many perplexing problems that confront the business man <i to-

day, will be dealt with by your Board in a fair, s(Kind, logical

manner, absolutely free from political or class influence. We have

the gr«. test confidence in your ability for sound reasoning.

If we are an economical factor in dis*ril)vition, we feel we
should lie protected end permitted to protect ourselves and the

legitimate retailer against persons who, by some ingenious <levice,

aim to obtain their goods on the same basis of cost as the whole-

salers an still sell a' retail. We want to protect ourselves against

trade p'.rates and schemers. If we are not an economical factor

in the distributi n of goods, we should be out f»f business.

The business man's interests have so long l)een noglect-^d,

that those of us in the tradi," who have worked year in and yeai"

out for the betterment of trade condititms, and have for years



»iil\<H'ii»c«l jii-t «im1i II iiiliiiiiiil i,, iIm. linanl ..t" ('..iniiurci« of' {'un
imIh, Imcmii Ii. .If^|.iiir iiikI woiidtr if llii- fMiinirv w.nil,! ,.\,.r In-

l.|i««'<«| witli II iniitiiiiil of 111). II (.f fX<'f|itiMniil :|iiiilitinitiMiiv nicii

who w.iiil.l iiiuki' <i ilirp 1111*1 -litiititii' ^iiiil.v ot tin- tni.h mikI

••niiiincriT <>,ii(lilinii« i.f tlii, cKiiiifry. «u tlitit iti time thi« (•..iinlrv

w.-iild liiivr a n.iii ^killc.I in .uiimiciciiil law, a ruiir. thai wuiil.l

hiv <h)\Mi ami rinniu\/A cirlain «-ral>li-<ho<l riihs tluit wmild
pivcrii ill mutter.'- ..f ('..niiiHTciiil m..riilit_\ ; r-tahli-h aii<l ifcn};iii/.(>

thi' ri'latiniis atui Ciim'tiuiis of thi |>rtM|iirtr. maimt'ui-tiircr. whuh-
Mihr. iiiiii nfiiilor; a coiirt tliat xviilil t>.» ilccp cminjrh into »'verv

|thii>c of l.n-iiio-. to not onl^- nmhrstan<l it thtiii-«'Kcs hut ]>, ,,(

rdiicHtioiiiiI vainc to >o imiiiv who ho]i| all kin. I- of rxtraonliiiai y
ihcoricH lia^il ii|Min crroiiciiiH an<l \<rv -n|iirlicial kiiowh.Jiri' of
irii'lc and commcrcL'.

In Kddy oil ("omhinations. vol. 1. .»«•. ."..'it;. ih<' author -av«;

• llu' rijiht of a roiiiliimiiion of dealers to advance ila ir

own intei(«t- hy miilnally aj:reeiii<r that they would not deal

with a manufacturer or wholesaler who -old directly to their

customers, has heeii liroadly ii|>held."

And no less an authority than Sir <ilenho|iiie Kalcrmhridp. (
', .1.,

in his jiid^rjiient in the case of Hex vs. Iteckett et all. March 7th,

l!»l(t. says:

"It woidd he daiifrerotis to accept as a settled doctrine

of political economy that un<ler any and all conditions and
at all times, every man or corporation should he declared to

have an ahsolute rij(ht to .y and sell, trade or Itarter. with
any other per.-oii ».• cor|iorati<tn without restriction as to

"juantity or price."

(Quantity |irice is condemned hy every government as an evil

fending to monopoly. We might illustrate that l»y mentioning
the criminal law governing transi)ortation rates and -ecret re-

hating; the uniform Customs law which disregard- ijuauiitv in

the payment of duties; the sale of postage -iniiips and the lu-nalty

fur selling helow face value, or the sale of Victory honds. No
coiivession to the hig buyer over those of modest means. The rea-

son and justice of same is clear and self evident.

We have heard men say it is impossible to conduct bu-iue>s

profitably and do it lumestly. 'ihey no doubt reached that con-



.•I.l-i..|. Ircmis,. ||„.v Ulirvr.! it .1 Iim|mI,-« |.,.k |.. 1
1
-. ,.,,.1 ,;.(„,

rli.' MtiiKliinl uf vthH> ill l.ll^ifl.^.^. .\.,\v iliiit w.. hav.. a |:mhi.I
>•( ('..riiiiiiTrr with w'uU- |K,\v..rs. wp haw taiih In l..li<.vinjr that
w.. ran Mir.M.-.l ii, a jii-t .•ati^r; WcauM' w.w n.. fnii- ..r r.as..nal.ie
iirni'irMiil ran U- a.lvah,-,..!. that ..nr .'oiMriMrrial ii....,Is will 1„.

lr.at...l ... lightly aii.l ..i.litr.T.iUly in ih,. fntniv a- th. v havf
li'Mii ill the |>a«it.

WV takf it that tlir lli.anl ..f ( ..iniiictv. will |.r..frrt tlir

ri|i:lili. of all iti all liiaii(ln)>* ..f -adc.

Triulo !.•< artificial. In all l.iisin,,,,.. we havf an artificiul

• Minlitioii. ami wlii-ii \\v .-..in., t.. a .•.rlaiii iplcx. artitii-iul «"".-

• iition. \vi.« have to .h-vi Miincthi-ji t .cf tla- r.-<niirt'iii( .- -f

lliHt -..nditinji. \Vr nn- a natural ..nturowth <>( the cvnlu ., u
trade: \M' lUtne tin uh a M-tcm ,,f .xulntiun. Tin r.-Miit ii

to<lay we an .Icalitij; with tlinc .•la-.> ..t" ira-lr. the nianiifnc-
tiin-r. th.- V Icsul.'r. and \h,- r.lail.T, an<l it ha- already been
de<-lared I.y the hi^'he^! cunrt in thi- Province, and in someOf the
hi;'hest <onrt-^ in Kn^land. and which dcclaratini^ appeal to our
" """" "I'l'^''. nainely. that ,,nr pre>etit >y>teni ha^ iM'en found
r.. l.e. as an al)>nlnte fact, the l.c-t and cla-a|.cst nietluxi or cou-
neeliht: link hetwecn the niannfactiirer or prodn<-er and the ec.n-

-nmer.

I hat there are certain c iniercial. unfair methods that are
' tril.ntiii;: can^e-. to the lack of prodnetion in farm jwoducta,
we icel coiilident voii will find upon inv ipition. We refer to
"ne |iarliciilarly. namely, the manufaeti . r who Is not l>!aying
the game fairly.

Tlie i)ractice of many inauufaeturers i< to listrihute their
goods through the medium (.f the whoh-saler ami at the same time
(iell a few favored retailers on the same hasis of cost as thev sell

at to the wliolesalers.

This practice niake.s it impossible for the great majority of
retailers to succeed in business.

It makes it imiM.ssible for the great majority of the retail

grocers throughout the country to purchase their goods at the
manufacturer's minimum price. This practice is gradually
driving the country merchant and the smaller dealer out of busi-
ness. It is seriously aflecting th? legitimate wholesaler and, in
effect, increases the cost of distiibution.



This practice is gradually building up a monopoly which

is undermining the legitimate merchant, and is a serious menace

to the commercal upbuilding of the country as a whole.

Thriving towns and villages in the midst of farming com-

munities are beconiing a thing of the past, and the evil is growing

rapidly.

There is a marked falling off in rural populations and this

must necessarily have a bearing on production.

B'or the good of the country and to foster increased produc-

tion, we respectfully submit this condition is worthy of your

investigation and deep study.

In thus directing your attention to one of the many unfair

practices in business, we feel that you woidd be pleased to have

from the trade a suggested remedy for consideration. We. there-

fore, suggest as follows, namely:

1. That on all copyrighted brands nf food products and goods

in general c(msumption, the manufacturers of same be com-

pelled to file j)rice lists and selling policy with your Board,

and that quantity prices be limited to the reasonable pur-

<'hasing power of an average retailer.

That if the selling policy of the manufacturer be to the re-

tailer through the medium of bis own selling organization,

that he should be required to guarantee that all retailers to

\vh(mi he sells shall be sobl to at the minimum price.

2. If, on the other hand, the manufacturer's policy be to mar-

ket his goods through the medium of the wholesaler, that

the manufacturer be prohibited from selling colorable com-

binations, calling themselves, in their combined character,

wholesalers, and that he be prohibited from selling bis copy-

righted lines of food products and goods in general consump-

tion, to any retailer at a less price or on better terms than

the prices filed with your Board.

There are many other evils to which we crave your consider-

ation: one, viz., the methods of departmental stores in attracting

buyers to their stores by advertising widely known and exten-

sively advertised proprietory food products and goods of daily

household consumptitm, at less than cost, with the one object of

attracting i)eople by creating a false impression in the minds of
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thi' coiisuiner as to the profits made on woarinp appurel, notions,

and various other lines soM hv departmental houses. The legiti-

mate purveyor of food products suffers by such unfair method-,
and. in the lon<: run. the consumer is no bettor off.

Another evil, secret rel)atiii;r, is an immoral and pernicii.n-,

method })racticed by some and encoiira^'ed by others. We have
a Secret Commissions Act. and no doubt the object of this Act
was intended to bring ab(jut honest dealing, but it seems to be a
dead letter. It would certainly be in the interest of honest busi-

ness if this Act could be emphasized by a pronouncement from
your IJoard.

The wholesale grocery trade of the Dominion oi' Canadii. at

the last Convention, and subsequently the wholesale grocery trade
of Ontario, adopted a platform of j)rinciples for the conduct of

their relations with manufacturers, and with the object of doing
all in their power to protect the legitimate trade, both wholesale

and retail, throughout Caiuida.

Our efforts in the i)ast have been weak and rather ineffective,

due largely to the hazy ideas that have j)revailed in the minds of

many manufacturers, wholesalers, and retailers.

We believe the principles we are striving for and have
determined to fight for. will ai)peal to your Board as being
logical, fair, reasonable and commendable.

We are anxious to proceed quickly, but want to be sure we
are not attempting anything that would be disapproved of by
your Board.

AVe beg to submit herewith copy of the resolution which the

wholesale grocery trade of the Province of Ontario have adoptetl,

together with the names of the firms, parties thereto, ami we
volunteer, at any time if called upon, to give your Board all such

information as we may have in our posseesioH or known to us

by experience.

The trade is anxious for the establishment of a commercial
code that will not only protect the honorable business man, but a

code that will have a beneficial, educational, and good moral in-

fluence on the thought and conduct of the younger generation now
growing up, and who will soon be taking i)art in the commercial

future of our nation.



We would like to bring the boys up in a good, moral, com-
uiereial atmosphere, mid we wotdd like to see Canada set an
example for other countries.

In many respects the world at present is unbalanced.

Ho far as commercial affairs in Canada, and the rules gov-

erning same are concerned, you have power to regulate.

We iirmly believe and ai'e convinced we are practical, but

realize to the full that even if our cause is just, we can only hope
tu succeed by having your assistance, and the seal of your appro-

val of our efforts.

If we are right, and we feel we are, we believe we are

entitled to protection, because the consumer would be more
economically served in the long run by having the channels of

trade clearly defined. If we are wrong we should all be out of

business.

We again express our complete faith in your ability to carry

out the objects for which the Board of Commerce was created,

and are gratified that at last the business men of Canada have

a tribunal with whom they can considt.

In the i^ast there has been doubt, but in the future, having

determined what is right, sound and reasonable, there shoula be

no doubt.

Fear of enforcing discipline, fear of pimishing failure to

observe rules and honorable agreements, and fear of prosecution,

has made many business men afraid to boldly stand oxit before

the public, and in the past there has been a notion that the only

safe way to do some perfectly legitimate things has been to do

them in secret, and thus excite suspicion.

We feel that since the appointment of this Board of Com-
merce there is a more hopeful future for the conduct of business

along honorable, fair lines.

KespectfuUy submitted by the

Wholesale Grocers of Hamilton.



PLATFORM
ADOPTED BY

The Canadian Wholesale Grocers' Association

Adopted at the Conveution at Otfairn, Auf/u-st 22. 1019.

.4

Wlicrejis the nocf>sity f,,r tho protection and fostering of
oiiiimiuity interest in fvery section of the Dominion with a view
to making towns and villages tiiroiighout the country more pros-
perous, which prosi)erity has. i„ tlu; opinion of the trade, a most
diiccT Ixaring on production.

And whereas the trade attributes the gradual decline in the
rural population to certain unfair methods which at present pre-
vail, and which methods, if not remedied, will undoubtedly crip-
ple an.l demoralize the community life of the Dominion.

And whereas the services i-endered to the community both
by the wholesale and retail trade is ))ronounced by the courts to
be the cheapest and most economical method of distribution.

And whereas the Government has at last heeded tiie urgent
appeals (jf the trade for a Board of Commerce.

"It is hereby resolved;"

1. That it shall be the duty of the Executive Committee of
both the Dominion and Provincial Associations of the Canadian
Wholesale Crocers' Association to interview maimfacturers and
point out to them the evil effects of unfair discrimination.

2. That the members of the Association are prepared, if

necessary, to discontinue the sale of any manufacturer's goods in
the event of such manufacturer refusing to treat all retailers on
a mininiiun basis as to prices.



''. riiHt in thf I'Vi'iil of tlu' wliolcMilc iriidc (U'cidiiifj; tt»

• liscdiitiinic th" sjilf of iiiiv iiiainit'aclurt'r's piods. such decision

and llic reason therefore shall be jiassed on to the Executive of

the JJelail Alerchants' Association.

I. That tjiumtity prices shall not ix' used as a subterfuge

by the iniiiiiifaeturor to iinderniine the trade of the average

retailer.

.">. That so-called wholesalers conducting a chain ol" retail

stores are not |>erforniinp a service to the manufacturers of the

same nature as tlie recojiuized wholesaler, and ar(>, therefore, not

entitled to the same prices and discounts as rej^ular wholesalers.

<». ihat to recognize so-called wholesalers conducting a

chain of retail stores as other than retailers is unfair, and, if

continued, will undoubtedly destroy the trade of all retailers not

so favour«;d.

7. AVe, members of the Association, endorse the views

herein set forth, fully realizing that the time has arrived to clear

the atmosphere by an ajjpeal to the common sense and fairness of

the manufacturer who deitends upon the retailer for the distribu-

tion of his goods to the consumer.

8. The wholesale and retail trade is a legitimate and

economical factor in the distribution of g<K)ds throughout the

country. That being the case, the trade is entitled to protection

against evil practices calculated to create demoralization, and any

efforts on the part of the trade with such object are not only

necessary but laiidable.

9. That the Association will endorse the action of any

manufacturer who refuses to sell to any wholesaler found guilty

of violating any promise to such manufacturer in connection

with the sale of such manufacturer's goods.

lu



ENDORSATION OF THE PLATFORM
OF THE

Canadian Wholesale Grocers' Association (Inc.)

by the Wholesale Grocers of Ontario.

The \Vli<>l(>al<' fii'iiccrv trade of Ontario imaniiiioiisly <ii-

dorsc' the princii)le of a mamifactiircr fixing prices and terms
on his proprietory goods on a hasis that is fair to the mannfac-
turer, wholesaler, retailer, and consiituer, and refusing to sell to
any wholesale house who is not willing to maintain such list

j>riees and terras.

1'he wholesale grocery trade of Ontario unanimously hold
that there cannot be comjjetition in the price of the same brand
of goods, that the lowest jjrice must rule, and without some
detinite instructions from the manufacturers with regard to the
•sale of proprietory lines the trade unanimously realize that one
cut leads to another and that eventually while the selling price
would be uniform it would be at a uniform price without any
margin whatever to the wholesale trade.

The wholesale grocery trade of Ontario, therefore, desire to

place on record their stan(l on this important matter.

The wholesale grocery trade of Ontario also unanimously
endorse the platform of the Association as set forth at the Con-
vention held in Ottawa in August, 1919, and they particularly

endorse the last clause in the platform, belie' ing that the time
has arrived when good business ethics should prevail, an*^ that

houses who violate their word shoidd be penalize<l, at leas: iie

extent of the manufacturer refusing to sell them.

It is further resolved that the wholesale grocery trade of

Ontario will, if necessary, refuse to handle a manufacturer's
goods who issues list i)riees and at the same time sells to the retail

trade, or to some of them at least, on the same basis as they sell



to the wholcsiiUs friulr. the ccmfeiitioti of tho trade bcinn that the
wholesnlcr is cMtitlcd fo projxT cfmsidcratioji f..r that service,
the trade also eoiitendin^ that price cutting on the part of the
iiiainifactiirer oti proprietory poods plaees a limited number of
retailers in a position to undersell the preat majority of the retail

trade thrf.iiphoiit the eountry, thus injnrinp the retail grocers
and to whieh the retail trade have very stronp fibjeetions.

The wholesale trade of Ontario also desire to plaee on record
a resolution of ai)proval of the action of \\\ (\ Macdonald,
Registered, in estahlishinp a selling price for their goods and
refusing m. sell to any wholesaler who does not maintain same,
and that a copy of such resolution be sent to W. C. Macdonald,
Registered. Avith an assurance from the trade that thi have
every confidence in \\. (', .Macdonald. Registered, determination
to refuse to sell to any wholesale firm wh^x i)reaks the promise
given to W. ('. .Macdonald. Registered.

The wholesale grocery trade of Ontario have every reason
to Ix'lieve that the Roard of Commerce will uphold the trade in
any honest etl'ort to i)rotect the trade against unfair and unbusi-
nesslike methods, also in every effort the tra<ie may make to
jivoid the necessity of the wholesale trade selling goofls at a loss.

We approve of the above resolution.

AHAfSTKOXO & PAKFAKl). I/I'I).

(iKOCKKlKS. LIMITKI)
KHYBLAIX. LTD.
Hi(;(UN> & nruKE. ltd.
PKRKIXS, INX'E & (^O,

V. W. HUMPHREY
T. KIN'NEAR & CO.

CAXADA BROKERAGE CO.. t.TD.

.fAS. LUMBERS^ CO., LTD.

.MEDLAXD BROS., LTD.
PARSONS!. BROWX & CO.

.'.my: sloax & co.. ltd.
S. p. WIL80X
FIXE & RUBIX
WARiiEX BRO.'s. & CO.. LTD.
.T. PRAGER
ON-TARIO GROCERS. LINflTED
BALIXJUR. SMYE & CO.

BRLSTOL. .sOMERVILI,E & CO.

W. H. Gir.LARD & CO.

MACPHERSOX. (JLASSCO k CO.

Tor(mt(

irniiiiltoii
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JAN. TIKNKB & CO.. LTD.
1-UMSDKN HKOH.
KDWAKD ADAMS & CO., LTD.
KLr.IOTT. .\rAKH & CO., LTD.
T. B. KHCOTT & CO.. LTD.
.TOHX OARVKY & NOXM
M. MASUHKT & CO.
A. M. SMITH & CO.
H. J. CAKSOX
W. (i. CKAUJ & CO.. LTD.
KKXWICK. HK.VDUY & CO.
(iKOK(iK HOBERTSOX ^ .'^OX. LTD.
KOBKHT.SOX (JHOCKKV CO.
THK HAHDIX(; CO., LTD.
H. K. (il'PI'Y & CO.. LTD.
T. KKXXY & CO., LTD.
I'. KKXXY & CO.. LTD.
T. LOXti & BRO.. LTD.
> . STKPHKXS CO.. LTD.
TKLKKR BROS.. LTD.
C.KO. PX)STKR & SOXS, LTD.
(iKO. WATT ic SOXS, LTD.
(HLMOrR & CO.
F. ,L CASTLE CO.. LTD.
•L KRKEDMAX
E. M. r.ERXER & ,S0XS
s. .J. MX.Hm. LTD.
L. H. MA.JOR & .L SOCBLIERK
"ROVOST & ALLARD
H. X. BATE & ,sOXS. LTJ).

JOS. GRANT
.\JARL.\XD. WOOLXOUGH CU.
A. B. MACLEAX SOXS & CO.
STRATFORD WHOLESALE GROCERY (0.
HUXTER & CO.. LTD.
J. E. WALifSLEY CO.. LTD.
W. T. HARRIS & CO.. LTD.
.McLACCJHLAX 4i SOXS CO.. LTD.
LEMOX BROS.
THE SIMl'SOX CO
.TOHX T. J'ESTIXG
D. W. HARMER CO.. LTD.
RAXDALL & ROOS. LTD.
M(rX)WELL i; MOKRLS
1'. D'AOUST & CO.

»»

F.itiiilon

t r

»»

Kitl({!'t(lll

Sf. ThidiiaH

Win(l.Mnr

Siiriiiii

Cti.itliain

Collingwooft
It

tt

Brantforil
> t

Brofkvillf

Ottawa

»»

»>

Xiajjiira Fallii

Wclliiiul

Stratford

I'pnibroke

Belleville

Owen Soiiiul

Guelph
St. Cathariiiesf

>»

Kitchener

O.shuwa

Hull
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BOARD OF COMMERCE

REPLY TO THE PRESENTATION

OF THE WHOLESALERS

To the foregoing- W, K. O'Connor, K. (\, Vioe-Chairniau

• •t" tlio Board of C'otnniurce of Ontario, replied:

—

"It us essential that nrginncnts shmild be made to the Board
ill /iiihlic Thf Hoard })iusl ijitard sedulously against

any expression of opiiiiini hcftirr the mnttirs Iffore the Board
liiiic lieiii coiixid'Ti'd hi/ llic liniird.

"I 111(1y (Jo III IS fur. Iiitirarcr, mid say that the Board has

iilriiidy iirlcd on certain of llic .su;/(jeslions presented, but I must
111)1 even identify them.

"When criticism is rife about the Board, do not forgit that

there is a body of evidenr,' which can be produced by the Board,

and don't be surprised to learn any day that recommendations

presented have been enforced.

"I am also free to crpress concurrence in the vieii that those

who seek to set resale prices, should be forced to file with the

Board of Commerce a statement of price and cost.

"In all likelihood rules to this effect will be laid down and

1 believe that they will be of the very (jreatest benefit to the trade

and ti the consumers

"The Board's greatest difficulty will be to resist the pres-

sure of the consuming clasi*—pressure for too early decision for

wrong things d for unearned demands.

"The Board has sufficient enemies at Us (jatcs at idl times

as to make it exceedingly careful to avoid making mistakes, if it's

good sense alone did not tend to this aim,"

u



<^lotiIlg from til,. ..xpiv- i..ii ..f u fri.ncl ilmt litV wa; after
all oiilv n sorics of palm N-avcw ami cnicitixi .n^.. Mr. O'Connor
>rur..«| thai -Ihr l.in,l nmnrl.s ,„<i,lr h, tl,. lin.ir.l wrrr In l/„ n.itnn
of i>,ihn Inirrs. h„l

. no mnlhr winif H,r ;,rnrn,l o,,;,,!,,,,. „r ,,;„
if llir Hoard lost fhr frir rr,„n!nin>i frinufs il l„i,l . il ,rn„l,l ,„„
o'lf iiiiitari'mlhi vH/i lis flntlini/s."

As pvidp.ioo that th.' pivscntafion by the Hamilton \Vho!..sa|p
r,r.K-.Ts to tho Hoar.! ..f Cmim-rco ivfrar.linj? I.u.siuc.w «>ndrtinn!>
ix a liy.. Hil.JM-t wiMi i.u,lir« otlw-r (ban thr T\Tiol(.snl,. (Ir.H-or^, tho
l.-Ilnwiii'. trU-jtrimi fnmi Ciil^rni.v i^ cuntirmativo:

Via ( . P. 1{.

< AK(i.\K'V. Alta.. .\..v. l!». uu'J.

I

WIIOLKSAI.K (JKOCKRS" ASS()( lATlOV
HAMILTON. OXT.

THK rXl)KF{SI(iNKI) OKCAXIZATION WISH TO
THAXFv vor Foij vorn oitspokex kvidexce hk-
VOUK THE COMMEKCE i'OVUT. WK MKLIEVE THAT
IM.AIX SI'EAKIX(; IS THK OXLV FiKMEDY FOI{ THE
DISKASE OF 15ISIXKSS TKK'KEKV SO I'I{VV\LENT
AT MKESEXT IX CAXADA. WE EARXESTLV IRGE
SKI! A1K\ AS vol- TO TAKE A FIRM STAND FOR
THESE P.rsiXESS MORALS WHICH WK INHERITED
FROM OUR JiRITlSH FOREFATHERS WHICH WERE
OKCE THE IDEALS OF ONTARIO. THERE WOULD
TIIEX RE NO gUARREL IJETWEEX FAIR MINDED
<

•(
)
N S

I

• M E RS A N I
) FA I R M I X I ) E I ) I ) I ST R I H

I

'TO RS.

<Sk.|.) the ASS0( IATEI) COXSUMERS OF cal(;arv.

Ao/r.—The infoniiiiiiuii cotiiai.ied in this i>ai.iphlet is of
cliicational valne to i-vcrv l.nsincss man in Canada.

We hav,. fjone thmiigh evil days in the i)ast five years. The
world IS looking for somothing Letter than we have had in the
past The craze for money is not .-verything; Canada wants
Kleais in l.nsiness. Every man in demoeratic Canada should have
an even break. (Jrasping monopoly .,f Canada's trade and com-
meree will not satisfy the people.
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