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memoranda.
All Canadian Manufacturers 
The annual fee 

is Five Dollars.
Application is now

are eligible for membership, 
entitling to all the privileges of membership

lleinK made for Letters Patent of In­
corporation as the Canadian Manufacturers' Association.”

Every manufacturer and miller in each Province of the 
Dominion is invited to be

I

ome a member.i
The principal objects of the Associati
To secure by all legitimate means the powerful aid, both of 

public opinion and Governmental policy, in favor of the develop­
ment of home industry and the promotion of Canadian 
factures generally.

on are :

ft

manu-

To enable manufacturers in all branches to act togethe

To procure and render available for general use, reliable 
statistics of manufactures, and of imports and exports in such 
fulness of detail as may be desirable to illustrate the course of 
trade and indicate any action which should be taken to further 
the promotion of native industry.

r as a

To promote direct trade with such,. countries as may offer
profitable markets for Canadian manufactures and productions.

Any further information will be promptly furnished by

FREDERIC NICHOLLS,
General I'etretar,.Toronto, February 5th, 1880.
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ELEVENTH HNNUHL MEETING Tl
firm<

'

report of proceedings. / Le
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ThAfternoon Session-
ernor

President, Mr. R. W. Elliot, took the chair at 2 p.m.

d that beeidee officer, of the Association

of Ontario. Amongst others who attende
01 n irVr • T Tl Annett,Toronto; K. J. Quigley, a »
Armstrong, Guelph, • • Guelph ; George Booth, 7

Toronto^;* Ohwle^Boeckh,'Toronto ; H.Hilborn, Prestan }WL

ham Har» Kingston; °Te.Dixon,Toronto ;

’ Birkett Dundas ; John Taylor, Toronto ; John 
Bl ’ J mes Goldie, Guelph; P. Freyseng,

. ^ R Hamlin, Oshawa ;
, Toronto ; W. G. A.

; William Lukes,

The My 1
The roll call showe I 1

proce< 
your s>

Ijt
as froi 
subjec 
profita

You 
thougl 
interea 
provid 
of Can 
désirai

William
Fensom, Toronto ;
Toronto ; H. Heintzman, Toronto
W F Cowan, Oshawa; Gerhard Heintzman
Hemming, Toronto i^mnelUnnard,D«nd.. ^ ^ ;
Toronto ; R. McKechn , > Oakville ; John Living-
W. MUUchamp, Tomnto;-Marl^OahvUlN j w_
stone, Toronto, M. • Almonte • George Pattinson,

W. ito,amend, Cobonrg ; I

Preston, , . Togenh Simpson, Toronto ;
TZl » ; J E. Kioto, Preston ; George P. Wagner,

Wis
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G $The minutes of the last 
firmed.

annual meeting wore read and con
<

si CORRESPONDENCE.

in.bilttyreJrpZntwer^ .»dlfiMn8 “ ‘heir
The following letter, from Sir 

ernor

hr1

- t, . Leonard Tilley, Lieut.-Gov-
ew Brunswick, to the President, was read :__

>.m.
My Dear Mr. Elliot,

=-zy.;

ration 
. New

/

1 p»rts 
J. B.
ey’T°' »! „ ÎJ.UdS fr0m the ™b.ie=k> you are then to consider
Booth, ’ as from the papers that are to be read ’

subjects, that 
profitable one.

>

as well 
on so many important 
very interesting andyour meeting will bei; Wil- 

Birge, 
oronto ; 

John

a

ol Canada. Any legislation that will assist you in securing so 
desirable an object, I consider wise legislation g 80

Wishing you a profitable session,

cO
reyseng, 
ishawa ;
V. G. A. 
i Lukes, 
Toronto ; 
Living- 

Phillips, 
attinson, 
3obourg ; 
Torontoj 
Wagner,

I remain,

Yours faithfully,

S. L. Tilley. <
R. W. Elliot, Esq.,

President O. M. Association,

Toronto.
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A DELEGATE FROM NEW BRUNSWICK. beiiij 
the d 
refertMr. Ira Cornwall, jr., the Agent-General of the Province of 

New Brunswick, was present as a representative of the manu­
facturers of that Province, and after being introduced by the 
President made a brief but very able speech, which was 
enthusiastically received. Among other matters he referred to 
the opportunities which offered for securing an export market 
in Great Britain for certain lines of Canadian manufactures, 
and referred to several instances which had come under his 
personal observation as commercial representative of New 
Brunswick, in England. He also dwelt on the necessity of 
the appointment by the Dominion Government of “Commercial 
Agents” in foreign countries.
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PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS.

The President, Mr. R. W. Elliot, on rising to deliver his an­
nual address, was loudly applauded. He said :—

We meet under more favorable auspices than last year. We 
have our own quarters most centrally situated in Toronto, 
well supplied with statistics referring to the manufacturing 
industries of this Dominion, convenient as a meeting place for 
those from town or country, and with largely increased numbers.

At this our eleventh annual meeting, it dawns on our critics 
that we are not a political propaganda, but mere’y a voluntary 
association, employing laborers in great numbers and having 
an immense stake in the country in the shape of land, water 
powers, machinery, stock, plant, and debts for goods supplied to 
our customers.

Let me say I was (so to speak) born a free trader, but the 
following considerations have made me a protectionist. The 
theory of free trade rests on the ground that the consumers
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,.em.8.the wholc P«"Pl= of a nation, should be first considered in 
the distribution of taxes, and commodities should be taxed with 
reference simply to the total of population *h

The theory of protection rests on the basis that all values

:Z nZ ; ", hThe “ «‘ream may have ill 
cauty, but until labor changes it to motive power it does

ince of 
manu- 
by the 
h was 
rred to 
narket 
ctures, 
1er his 

New 
iity of 
aercial

no
can-engine.

A man may have physical strength, inherit gmat wealth or
be highly connected, but if inactive, leave him out of account
n the enumeration of civilizing forces. A woman 

beautiful (any woman can if sha tries), but if she does 
her proper work m rearing and teaching her children 

principles the country will suffer, 
equal share of work

may be 
not do

religious
We do not overlook the

women have done, and must do, if Canada 
is to bejome a great nation. dd

How do we stand

I

as manufacturers and producers in this 
country—men, women, children, working for the unity 
contentment, prosperity, and power of the Dominion I 
have to bear the burden of taxation, we give value to land rent 

to houses, dividends to banks and loan companies, pay the 
pelice, the lire b-,g„de and fire losses, losses by vaL and 

perishing, losses by speculation and mi 7 d
flood and storm.

his an- wpeace,
We

We 
>ronto, 
turing 
ice for 
mbers.

critics 
untary 
having 
water 

►lied to

. -r /

mismanagement, losses by 
We support cheerily the sick, the imbecile 

and the lunatic. We are obliged to support tramps a d 
criminals in better quarters and in many cases with better 
boaid and clothing than honest, hard-working men and 

can get by their labor.
What is our reward for all this work, this endeavor to make 

the fan land of our birth or adoption more rich,

ous, more great, year by year t We are are assailed with 
the epithets of - Monopolists,” “Jobbers” and Schemers '■ 

Ins opens the broad question constantly in debate-What 
should be the relation between capital and labor Î

women

nmore prosper-
ut the /

The
lumers

They should
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be forces working quietly and harmoniously, and they should 
understand each other! (Hear, hear.) What is capital? 
Simply the saving from labor ; any man or woman may become 
a capitalist by work, saving and economy. Manufacturers and 
their work-people are bound together by insoluble ties ; they 
should constantly urge on the governments of the day ;heir 
absolute rights. Before foreign competing producers enter 
Canadian markets they should pay, or the importer should pay, 
an equivalent or more than ar equivalent of the burden borne 
by the home producers.

I have made my address very short, but cannot close with­
out alluding, in this my valedictory, to the very efficient service 
rendered by your officers, Messrs. A. W. Wright, John Cos- 
grave, Frederic Nicholls, and the Executive Committee generally. 
My heart has been in the work and will still be with you. 
May I say, elect Thomas Cowan President, and if necessary, 
have a special telephone line to Galt Ï (Prolonged applause.)
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GENERAL SECRETARY’S REPORT.

The Secretary,Mr. Frederic Nicholls, prefaced his remarks by 
referring in grateful terms to the loyal manner in which he had 
been supported by members during the past year, and stated that 
the large attendance of gentlemen from all parts of this Province, 
as well as the presence of delegates from the Provinces of Quebec 
and New Brunswick, was sufficient to prove that the efforts of this 
Association to further the interests of Canadian manufacturers, 
were both recognized and appreciated. His address reads as 
follows :—

In the past it has been the custom of the Secretary to pre­
face his address with a resume of the business of the Association 
for the preceding twelve months, but as on this occasion the 
report of the Executive Committee will include this informa-

/
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ion, I will only mention, that apart from the work of 

seveial Committees, the Association has, in 
in various ways, proved its value, and t ie ’ 
the file of correspondence beside

hould 
pital 1 
icome 
« and 

they 
;heir 
enter 

l pay, 
borne

our
many cases and 

bulky proportions of
, , , mo» will sliow that manu

nen,hers have readily availed themselves of the facilities at ' 
command for obtaining information of i 
interests.

our
ini|)ortanco to industrial

Those members who have had occasion to call at this office
faction aulTr ,,remise6’ have a“ expressed satis- 
action at being able to meet in onr own comfortable quarters

Canad “f r ^ “"** ” haVe °™ ,llc =>» the leading 
Canadian. English and American trade journals ; are regularly

S in receipt o the British and American Consular Reports 
which contain much information that can be studied with hoth 
interest and proht, and that our Board room 
business

since we

with-
îrvice

Cos-
rally.
you.

isary,
iuse.)

. ca>n be utilized for
ppointmeiits by those members who havea

not an officein this city.
My predecessor, in his last report, suggested that it would be 

advisable to ch.nge the date of the annual meeting from that

time ats to ™e a°me —^ wua,. , opening of Parliament, and as my own
proportha lhe" h*6", ” °f ^ 8U®estio". ' »»uld
propose that the annual meeting take place on the second
Wednesday in November, and that an interim generel n”t 
ig be held on the second Wednesday in May. This would 

ojiportumty for meeting and personally discussint? 
matters pertaining to industrial interests, at least twice 
to those members who"
88 the Association 
of Canadian

ksby 
e had 
1 that
nnce, 
uebec 
if this 
irers, 
is as

afford an

a year,
are not on any of the Committees, and 
includes representatives of every branch 

. .n“nuf“<=turing industry, a frequent interchange of
ews cannot but result in a more harmonious working of both 

allied or diveree interests. g
A question of great importance, in this direction, is on the 

programme lor discussion at this meeting. I allude to the

now

) pre- 
ation 
a the 
)rma-
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proposition to apply for letters patent of incorporation. As 
every phase of this question will doubtless be dealt with in the 
argument that will follow the presentation of the report of the 
Committee appointed to gather and compile information ou the 
subject, suffice it for me to say that I believe it to be in the 
best interests of the Association that the report should be 
.adopted. A number of leading manufacturers in the Province 
of Quebec have made application for membership, the member­
ship from this Province has largely increased, and, therefore, 
the time seems pi opitious for giving the .Association a legal 
status ) and having its objects more clearly defined as provided 
for in the draft of constitution and by-laws, which are to be 
submitted for your approval.

Another question which merits your serious consideration is 
the necessity of such amendment to the Tariff as would substi­
tute specific for ad valorem duties wherever practicable. 
While an increase of the Tariff is not desired, it is found by 
many manufacturers that the protection afforded by the present 
system of ad valorem duties, is to a large extent nullified by 
systematic and fraudulent undervaluation. The seizures that 
are constantly being made by the Customs officers prove this 
contention, and as it is extremely improbable that these 
officials are able to detect, no matter how efficient they may be, 
more than a percentage of the attempts made to defraud the 
revenue in this manner, the substitution of specific duties, 
while not increasing the rate, would be the means of placing 
the honest importer less at the mercy of unscrupulous competi­
tors, and of affording the manufacturers the protection they are 
legally entitled to.

It will be remembered that at the last meeting of the Associ­
ation my predecessor referred in his address to the condition of 
legislation regarding the employment of women and children in 
factories. Briefly stated, the position then was that two 
Bills, almost identical in their provisions had been framed, one

by th 
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u As 
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, legal 
)vided 
to be

by the Dominion Parliament and the 
Legislature, but the former had not gone beyond its second 
leading , ar, _ the latter, though passed, had not been put in 
force. The decs,on of the Judicial Committee of the Privy
caTth M ,CM6 °f the Q“een » had seemed to indi

leg‘alat,0p" °f this “‘"re came within the jurisdiction 
of the Dominion Parliament, but a second decision by the same

I y in the Hodge case having apparently indicated that the 
Local Legislatures had the jurisdiction, the whole matter 
involved in doubt. The recent decision of the Privy Council 
declaring the McCarthy Act to be ultra vires would now 
to slmw that this class of legislation is within the purview of
is Tam Tn g'Slat'"'eS- Under these circumstances there 

, an, afraid, reason to fear that want of uniformity in the
aws of the various provinces may result, and that the eflect 

Canadian industry will not be such

other by the Ontario

was

seem
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e this 
these 

ay be, 
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luties, 
lacing 
npeti- 
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on
as its friends would desire. 

Inasmuch as the question of the extension of
l.he "'!ited Stotos will soon press for a decision,

vi2m, \ V', .,mp0rtance that thia Association should
„ hotly watch the interests of Canadian industry in any 

negotiations which may take place. Although the intentions of 
the Government have not yet been made public, I think that 
■h known and declared policy on the trade question justifies 
be .el that the rights of the vast manufacturing and producing
in lest, o the Lommion will have the consideration which 
their importance deserves.

our commercial

the

A question has arisen, and is now being discussed in the press 
men, as to whether, in the present state of 

money market, the rate of interest allowed by the Govern 
meut on deposits in the savngs banks is not too high As this
!" * '"“ter f ""“«Klm-able importance it ought, l think, to receive 
the early attention of the Executive Committee.
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1 cannot allow this occasion to pass without referring to the 
condition of the milling interest. Owing to the generally con­
ceded anomaly which unfortunately exists in the tariff on wheat 
and flour—respectively the raw raatenal and finished product— 
together with the unfair discrimination against it by the freight 
rates of our railways, this industry has not only ceased to be 
carried on with profit but many of our mills are being operated 
at a loss. The means whereby the burden under which this 
important industry labors may be removed should, and doubt­
less will, engage the attention of the Association.

As there is a large amount of business before the meeting, 
I have made this report as brief as possible, but before con 
eluding, cannot neglect the opportunity which offers for congrat­
ulating the members on the magnificent industrial display 
which is being sent from this Province to the Colonial Exhi­
bition, shortly to be held at London, England ; a display which 
enables ns, for the first time, to practically demonstrate to the 
world that vast strides have of late years been made in the 
advancement of Canadian manufactures, and it is worthy of 
record that no inconsiderable proportion of the principal 
exhibits have been made by members of this Association. 
(Applause.)
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TREASURER’S REPORT.

The Treasurer, Mr. John Cosgrave, then presented his 
annual statement of the affairs of the Association, and made the 
following remarks :—¥

In presenting my financial statement for the past year I am 
pleased to be enabled to report a much more satisfactory condi­
tion of affairs than has existed for some time.

a

il We have an in­
creased membership and a fair amount on hand to our credit. 
To this happy improvement in our condition I feel this Associa­
tion is greatly indebted to our worthy President, Mr. Elliot, who

V
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has been indefatigable in closely looking after its interests and
Tolr T W6 W°'288ChC;"Ce f°r ‘he '"'°m0lion of ite ““Zest.

occupying that 7' ’ our Ho“orary Secretary, who, whilst not
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‘ 2 and brin8in3 together gentlemen of
h~„tld Hi “ e8taWishin8 » «e organisation which 
has promoted and been so beneficial to the manufacturing interests

ZZZZiTo “ Secretory’M"' —m ner and ' beCaUSe* COmbined his courteous
wtich w„ V6ry mUCh °f ‘he advantftges and comforts
»y It Lh ™JOy We are ind6bted to him for- 1 may also

his abl,"edit'd"1 We0WrerymHCh indeed in eonnection with 
118 abl^ edlted Paper, the Canadian Man

a credit to him and likewise
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and everv A880Ciatlon’ and 1 would strongly advise each

every one to endeavor to further its circulation.
WMlst the past year bas been one of the most successful in
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.

The following Reports of Committees wore next presented, 
and in each case unanimously adopted :—

Executive Committee—Chairman, Mr. R. W. Elliot.

Mr. President and Gentlemen :

Your Executive Committee beg to report that during the past 
year they have held three meetings, at which all the business 
submitted to them was fully disposed of, no unfinished business 
being left over from their last

Memorials recommending certain changes in the law on the 
following subjects have been drafted and duly forwarded to the 
Dominion Government, after the facts in each case had received 
careful consideration :—

1st. In reference to allowing a rebate on certain imported 
articles which enter into the manufacture of goods for export 
only.

2nd. In reference to initiating a measure which would make 
provision for the equitable distribution of insolvent estates.

3rd. In reference to the appointment of a railway commission, 
which would, amongst other matters, take cognizance of the 
injurious effects of discriminating railway freight charges on 
individuals and localities.

Your Committee would also report that, during last session of 
the Ontario Legislature, a Bill was introduced by F. J. French, 
Esq., M.P.P., providing for the compulsory registration of hire 
receipts and levies in a similar manner to chattel mortgages. 
As this Bill, had it become law, would have seriously militated 
against the interests of a number of important industries, a 
delegation of members of your Committee waited on the pro­
moter ot the Bill and obtained his consent to allow the matter 
to lie over till this year, and they would now recommend that 
this year’s Committee take an early opportunity of ascertaining 
whether any similar legislation is proposed during the forth­
coming session of the Legislature.

Amongst other matters which have received attention, and 
which may be specifically mentioned, is that this Committee 
decided to offer a silver medal for best original industrial design by 
students of Ottawa School of Art and Science, the competing
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i S?nt foV ,HWanl being now on the table. It is a question

I ,Z?uotToftog^ ™ ^°r 0f * encouragement, it might bo

Tamff Committee—Chairman, M*. Thomas Cowan.

Mr. President

:nted,

T.

) past 
liness 
liness and Gentlemen : 

Your Tariff Committee, izz &-srrtc 555» ttssuss
submitted to them i

n the 
o the 
eived recommendations of changes 

. _ m comparison with previous years.
J .has much Plcaaure in acknowledging the
^ood effects which have resulted from the Government havin»
nôtobïv XT füT ^commendations made to them last year" 
notably that of the total prohibition of the importation of 
go«ls made wholly or partly in foreign prison" lmp0rtat'°n °f

areSoDiidm"tWSthade t0 them' however. your Committee
toZ,=that hK 18 ,reaSOn to fear that the law i» being,
nitteTon TTnlrf^ ,W°uU recommend that the Com. 

mittee on Undervaluations take steps to investigate this matter.
Your Committee, after careful consideration of the facts in

Mfois,CaSC' haVe, 9Ubtoitted t0 the Honorable the Finance 
Minister several recommendations for tariff changes in some
dtSSSST" °f ^ ™d method

to r"cmmmen^7o H6 C^'“mittee haïe found themselves unable 
d ^ 16 <?overnment *0 adoption of certain sug- 

harmrm v U Î? membe\a’ som« because of their not being in 
aZj.LT îe.f,,era> trade Polky which is favored bygthis 
founTthai ÎE di°tbers because' ou due consideration, it was 
industries ngM SURge,ted W°uld iujuriouely effect other

orted
xport

make

ision, 
f the 
is on

ion of 
ench, 
? hire 
;ages. 
tated 
es, a 
pro- 

atter 
that 

ining 
orth-

, and 
littee
I® by
eting

mend ïïf£»p'W' report, your Committee would recom-
w«l for ,,VhLÎ ern,m. br stron8,y utffed to substitute 
P Ji or ad valorem duties, wherever practicable, for reasons

s r



which have already been submitted, and which 
been endorsed by the Association.

Patent Committee—Chairman, Mr. Donald C. Ridout. 
Mu. President and Gentlemen :

have repeatedly neco!
and 
be fo 
these

Y<^ our Patent Committee have held two
past year At their first session, it having been found thaï the 

on. J. H. Pope, then mister of Agriculture, was consider­
ably averse to making any changes in the Patent Law 
Committee decided to submit to the House of Commons 
embodying the changes recommended by the Association.

lii accordance with this resolution, a Bill 
drafted by the Secretary, and in due course pres____

. m,e?Lt.by.Kohert H*y> Esq-, M.P. for Centre Toronto, 
ot this Association, and, in the usual 
and second time.

Before the second reading, however, the Hon. the 
of Agriculture caused the Bill to be 
to meet the objects which 
further efforts to

Onta 
ever) 
Indif 
be ex 
counl 
work 
propt 
applii 
worki 
parisf

your 
a Bill

was

a member 
course, was read a first

Minister
so amended that it failed 

were sought, and, consequently, no 
secure a third and final reading were made, 

t a recent meeting your Committee again decided to
A^cnll126 -the ?°n' John Carlin"> the present Minister of 
Agriculture, in reference to the original draft of the Bill with
^ÆSlamendmente’ and are n0W ‘he

Foreign Trade CoMMiTTEE-C/mrman, Mr. William Bell. 

Mr. President and ( Gentlemen :
tn T®“‘TCo™n!itlec H report that the representations made 
to the Dominion Dceemment last year in reference to the ap-
nZ of”» °, C,°.mme”,al >8ents at foreign ports for the pur­
pose of extending Canadian trade relations, met with the 
approvai and endorsement of the late Finance Minister,
Hon. Sir Leonard Tilley, but that owing to his regrettable ill-

cz,:",isr, “■■“ — i— ••
•JSs» ana îssai^sss
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«Qd S thc^T'T takm(! ear'y ««°» in this matter, 
be forwarded to Thê^' m8t^?t?d to P"P»re a memorial to 
thei vfews 6 Mm,Ster' which would embody

bæsî,™- £r-“ 1?be expected to astonish not onlf the In e T 'y
country but visitors who will be th,^. C all m ? T5h" 
world. The display from this Province wu! k Ct in L 
proportmns, about 50,000 square feet having already b^n 
apphed for and, as you all know, the excellence of material and 
workmanship and artistic and skilful design, will bear com­
parison with the output of any factories in any country 

The progress that has been made towards the perfection of 
our manufactures and the machinery of Canadian make for 
produemg these manufactures, is but little known outside of 

ose directly interested, and our manufacturers have wisely 
grasped the chance so opportunely offered for showing the exteiit 
and development of their several enterprises g

Behevmg that by means of this exhibition our foreign trade 
v ke "reatly extended, your Committee have this year mainly 
aevoted their attention to co-operating with the Agents
Pmvin ed hA the 1°0Vfnment to collect exhibits fromgthis 
Province, and are pleased to be able to report that an aetivn
interest has been taken by members of this Association, whose 
Section'68 W creditably represented in the Canadian

Committee on Reciprocity Negotiations—Chair,nan, 
Joseph Simpson.

Mr. President and Gentlemen :
Your Committee appointed at the last meeting of the

... * l‘*lt’ !n^m«ch as the Dominion Government have not in 
any way indicated or outlined their policy on this question 
your Committee have little to report question,

Mr.
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However, as the general consensus of opinion in the United 
states, so far as can be judged from the tone of the press and 
by the expression of their views by members of the United 
States Senate, appears to be unfavorable to the negotiations of 
a treaty which it would be at all in the interests of Canada to 
accept, it does not seem at all probable that legislation, in the 
near future, need be anticipated.

1
deb
app

T
Committee on Incorporation—Chairman,Frederic Ni 

Mr. President and Gentlemen :
the(JHOLLS.

MThis Committee, which. appointed by the Executive for
the purpose of drafting a code of by-laws to be submitted for 
your approval, and also to consider the advisability of i 
porating this Association, beg to report :__

That, having come to the conclusion that our interests would 
be advanced, were the Association to become a duly chartered 
and legally constituted organization, to whose membership all 
Canadian manufacturers would be eligible, they have prepared 
the accompanying by-laws in accordance with these views. 
Should this meeting decide not to confirm this report, the

•11 Wvnre 80 draft,ed that by stri ng out certain clauses they 
will still answer the requiremen of the Association, as at 
present constituted.

was R. g
'Tl

mcor- in coi

M
Rarî

Th
desig 
for c< 
meda 
subje

In the opinion of your Committee, however, the time has 
arrived when the benefits of membership should be extended to 
members in other Provinces, or, at all 
adjoining Province of Quebec.

It is in what was, prior to Confederation, known as Upper 
and Lower Canada that the great bulk of Canadian industrial 
establishments are located, and the manufacturing interests and 
requirements of Ontario are also those of Quebec, and to a 
certain extent those of the Maritime Provinces, and should the 
time come when just rights have to be maintained, necessary 
reforms secured or new departures taken, such as the extension 
of Canadian trade relations abroad, the encouragement of the 
arts and sciences as applied to industrial pursuits and other 
kindred matter», a common bond of union between the Pro-
thelTreIultsrend0r ^ °ffortS more Active ami far-reaching in
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United 
ss8 and 
United 
ons of 
mda to 
in the

iri/s.r g£rj££ £
appended by-laws for discussion.

RESOLUTIONS

were carried, after full discussion byThe following resolutions 
the meeting :ROLLS.

INCORPORATION.
Moved by Mr. James Watson, Hamilton 

R o. Hamlin, Oshawa,
That the necessary steps be token to secure letters paten 

incorporation as 1 he Canadian Manufacturers’ Association.

; seconded by Mr.ive for 
ted for 
incor-

ART AND DESIGN.would 
rtered 
lip all 
spared 
views, 
t, the 

they 
as at

Rabjohn, Toronto^'B ^,RMSTB0NG’ Guelph; seconded by Mr. R.

That for the purpose of encouraging the study of art and 
design as applied to manufactures, this Association shall offerürrtothr schj°\\ot thk-ti : t zstosss ssr -

COMMERCIAL AGENTS.
Moved by Mr. George Pattinson, 

Mr. Wm. Bell, Guelph,

3 has 
led to 
n the Preston ; seconded by

markets fowhT aT ““""«“‘«re™, when seeking foreign 
markets for their productions, are seriously handicapped in thei
efforts towards this end by the lack of facilities 
the command of their English, 
competitors, and,

Whereatr, the great advancement and i 
factoring industries during recent 
to extend 
Therefore,

rpper 
striai 
s and 
to a 

d the 
ssary 
ision 
t the 
ither 
Pro- 
lg in

such as are at 
American and other foreign

increase of our manu- 
years has made it desirable 

our commercial connections in other countries.

Resolved.that this Association direct the attention of the 
Government to the necessity of our manufacturers and exporters 
* !ieral,y» bemg afforde 1 facilities more nearly approach in» those 
enjoyed by their comp-titoi, in neutral nSe^ and to

i-h
,

-
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Associat ion is of opinion that this end can best lie attained by 
the appointment of » Commercial Agents ” resident at foreign

theVniMStot^.11108” |Wrf°rmed commercial

son
prei 
nati 
we f 
for ]

RECIPROCITY.
M

Ry0SA,L„; Dundas; seconded by Mr- exce
inte
tion,
alth<
tive
read

a reciprocity treaty between the two countries, this Association 
would strongly impress upon our own Government the necessity 
ot guarding the manufacturing and industrial interests of

SIR LEONARD TILLEY’S RETIREMENT.
ThJohn's,m,™, Toronto,ELLI0T’ T°ront°; 8eCOndstl by Mr‘
Pr
Fu

That this Association has learned with regret of the retire­
ment from active public life of the Honorable Sir Leonard 
luley, and desires to express its admiration of the able manner 
m which he for many years has performed his arduous duties as 
Finance Minister, and that Messrs. Cowan, Nicholls, Wright 
and the mover and seconder be a committee to prepare and have 
engrossed an illuminated address expressing our sense of his 
services to Canada.

Se<
Tr
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Gei
Re,

—Me,
Lamb

Exi 
J ames 
Guelp] 
Millie! 
Almon 
Chas. 
Water, 
Guelph
J. S. L 
Toronfc 
Shnrlei 
Thos. j 
ing, Ha

A PRESENTATION.
A pleasant divergence from the general order of business now 

occurred. The President on rising said that he had now to per­
form one of the most agreeable duties which had devolved 
him since his election U|)Oll

i - a, . . . . Pro8lding officer. On behalf of the
members of this Association, who at a previous meeting had by 
a unanimous resolution expressed their desire to acknow.edge 
the services of the present Hon-Secretary, Mr. A. W. 
Wright, on his retirement from the position of general 
re tar y which he had so ably tilled for the three years prior 
to his resignation, necessitated by his appointment as one 
ot the ( onnmss,oners to collect exhibits for the Colonial 
Exhibition, Mr. Elliot presented Mr. Wright with
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Guelph WTatS0n> Ham™n i E^urney, Toronto?’Wm^Be^

riLaa t».' , ea -P^ttonson, 1 reston ; Daniel Lam Toronto • 
wl Hlordan. Merritton ■ George Booth, Toronto TL’ 
Sr°MLA K; J- VT*”8' Guelph; C ^ynTd

%»—..ttTiifa-sfîr^ar

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

First Vice-President—Mr. James Goldie, Guelph 
Second Vice.Pres,dent._m„ Samuel May, Toronto.
1 reasurer. Mr. John Cosgrave, Toronto.
Hon. Secretary—Mr. A. W. Wright, Toronto.
Generae Secretary—Mr. Frederic Nicholls, Toronto 

Jrrr;ro, ^triai. Kyhibitio* Association. 
UmbmSed™Lot Ge0' B°°th’ J°h“ Daniel

Y Mr.

retire- 
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fZ't’l T K"i8' rrnt0; «• Georgetown ;Wilkip TSOra\ rU1?nto.; Kobtl Mlfcche,1> Montreal ; D. R.
onto Trn i/l,^U18A,C0te; St- «--nthe; H. N. Baird, 
onto , John Elliott, Almonte ; Wm. Christie, Toronto • P

Freyseng Toronto ; Wm.Harty, Kingston ; F. Strange, Toronto :
Toronto P o'1’ÂT°R°nt0 ’ n °'‘? McC1^- ^"don ; hl S 
loronto, C. A. Buge, Dnndas ; W. G. A. Hemming, Toronto!

Dertaf?nin»nJH°™lal dj.8CUS8ion ^ membera on varions topics
L the7ad1our„ern rmg the ^o”

marl 
the j 
a sts 
into

A
timej
ket x
bad
are g
yearl
situa
Iron
rails
cal in
comp

Evening Session.
Mr. Thomas Oowan, of Gait, the newly elected President, 

took the chair at 7.30

Mr. H. W. Darling, the President of the Toronto 
Trade, who had been invited to be 
the meeting.

p.m. Le
unive
bulk,
wool,
or pol
have
of the
itself,1
chang
affaire

Board of 
present, was introduced to

HEADING PAPEES.
The reading of the several 

by members of the Association
papers which had been prepared

was then proceeded wi'A :__
THE BUSINESS OUTLOOK.

Cot
cartinj 
was t 
Now i 
crop ii 

Coa 
six me 
month 

Wo 
a year 
rates n 

Woe 
is so t 
where 
fleece i

(By R. W. Elliot, Toronto.)
It does not change from winter to 

regular procession of the summer in a day. The

We are now 
there has been

passing through a season of severe depression ; 
m.r , . n° Panic> no stagnation, no general distrush, but

reliants manufacturers and producers in almost every branch 
have found the x aiue of their goods shrink in their hands. Our 
outlook must commence from retrospection.
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What then has happened to change quotable values to glut 
markets and temporarily paralyze industries? Industry being 
h prime factor in material progress, have we really arrived at

àîLÛïï.* LttT '*
An experienced London merchant told me vears ago that

ket wto'1bLClthA8ld,1' Tl,atn£ at °ne time’ say’ tbe °«>»da’mar-
Ll “ Auilt ”Ind'a ma;k 7™ good- when “ France ” wav 

Australia was good, and so on, bu now, said he “ all
Vtoid^mlit” Thether’ a'ld there.is chance for a régula, 
yeai ly profit. This brings us to the key note of the present
tmn ami Tt»! T* ^ ?f!pressed by the rapid transit.
iron and steel ships with compound engines on seas steel
rails and improved rolling stock on land, labor saving me’chani- 
cal inventions, telegraph wires and cables by sea and land have 
complicated business matters amazingly.

Let us briefly consider the effects they have wrought in a few 
universally used commodities and which are transported Ù great
woo^' 3 whlr e’ SUCV' »“«. chlmicl cagttfe '

wool wood, wheat, maize and money. This is not a statistics 
01 political paper and deals only in general form with facts that

oflb hZFT day, biy day by the daUy Prm> “ the mirror1 itself ami no, \ r®me"’bered that “ history repeats
itself, and not days or months, but series of years mark the

fl affhira *°high tide “ manu&cturmg and mercantile

cartinttowi!r„!'T" f preTd by the chan*« from the old mode of 
caiting with mules from the plantation to the river where it
was re-pressed w h all the sand accumulated on the journey

croTin r *°J 8ta“°n “ few mik= off, and meefe U ' rop in Lancashire, thus creating a surplus.
six Toni before “feir ^ and'^«al-boated about

month after being mined.
a WdS ruf asuwinter work by farmers and marketed after
a i ear by next sleighing. Now the railways take it
rotes nearly as soon as it can be brought to a station.
• IT I601!!bïfc ?nce a year> but the subdivision of labor

closely watched that manufacturers know 
where wool suitable for their 
fleece is marketed while still

years

a grate. Now it is burned before a

at statute

is so
every district 
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Iron is a hard question, and one of the most vital to the Gen­
eral interests of trade. Every man and woman in the land 
knows of iron, just as they know that a poodle and mastiff arc 
Uogb. the question at once arises, which is the most fashion­
able or in most demand, where are the ores and duxes to be 
found and where the cheapest transportation ? England and 
-Belgium are in serious debate on this question ; our forces are in 
reserve. In Ontario, no doubt, we have some of the finest and 
richest ores in the world, and it devolves on this Association to 
assist in bringing this fact prominently forward. Considering 
that the railway, the highway of the age, by attrition and rob
ZIZZ U86Si UP.an [T61186 qWAntity of even t,ie hardest steel 
yearly, it is pleasing to know we have an offset to the lack of 
coal in Ontario.

Chemicals are 
“ chloride of sodium

IS £
cer
pre
tioi

1
ties
aga
the;
nat
law
hoa:
wor
clot
ufac
com
tant

not lacking here—salt, technically called

v»L“^Vf TT"-’ Petroleum' ««other element of
fVM. f y dr rJ' ‘t °apable °f great hnaneial results. 
Cattle, and with them cheese and butter, have

depressed, but still bring over eight millions
against imports of other commodities.

it i!V’,!'eat;-t“klMg th,e Dominion round, is hardly an export, and it is questionable whether it pays the cost of production
rmm,l hD fPer reCently truly said’ t'"*t taking the world
Tth!’,I , °ÏÎP WaS lbr E"g'and eleven months out
tin!hwitk ir m he y“r- Wt,y sho"W we enter into coropeti- 
tion with the worst paid people on the earth i Why not on the
other hand endeavor to find the most profitable fields of industry!

western allm0St•“ fo.reign Pr«<luct, only three or four of ou r
Z it!. T”t,m gr°*lng 11 “ a r=8"‘ar crop. The aggregate 

l’r? uctlon °” t MS continent is however so large that it 
cannot be overlooked in our outlook. Taken as a whole it
fhe cosTnf m“Chl’?ttf-‘^°Pthan wheat- and aaa'> integer in 

cost of animal food it is certainly a prime factor influencing
ts cost in every form. We must always reckon to produce

better beef, mutton, cheese and butter than can be got in the
Western and Southwestern States of the neighboring Republic

Revert,ng to our first proposition and admitting the premise
laid down, it is at once seen how the value of the
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he gen­
ie land 
tiff are 
ashion- 
i to be 
id and 
are in 

‘8t and 
tion to 
dering 
id rol- 
t steel 
ack of

18 aff<rcte<1 ; ral)ld tra.usit requires much less time for minerals 
cereals or raw materials of whatever kind to get to market to 
prepare them for consumption, and to be in place for 
tion. r consump-

üef and low wZT/™ "“T7, a]temi)0ra,7 glut of commodi­
ties, and low prices for goods and wages. What forces work
against these lately adverse influences ] Briefly
they are in this Province-1. Great increase of mpulation both
‘atlVC r ''y"" "Migration, owing to peace, security and just

laws all tending to greater consumption of commodities iss
hoarding and less waste. 2. The recognition of the St of

I dôthW V'Hjy*’ ideCent, holi8es' H food and suitable t =' systems of agriculture, transport and man-
our people are rapidly becoming able to

in dis-

summed up

ufacturing, by whichcalled 
dering 
iducts 
one of 
mt of 
esults. 
much 
îturns

once 
condi-

to the* present, and regards the veiled

.,i c«imate, a soil capable of producing
men, cattle, corn and fruit of finest quality. We have a hardv° frugal and proliftc population. Wehave I system of eduction 
which, not pretending to create genius, gives to genius and in­
vention weapons which will be wielded to great national 
cage.

It is undoubted that immense mineial resources wait the 
energy and enterprise of the miner ; phosphates, iron, lead silver 
and gold are plentifully in store. ’ ’ VGl

I his Association, though not specially charged with the duty
lati vTn 7 endc;vored t0 vai7 the fields of labor so that every
idd tn ""Y- hn? COngenial and useful occupation at home and 
add to the national strength and wealth. Let us then take to
heart the lesson of the present hard times—economy, frugality
be ablJfcPatJ.en®e’ and m»y we at our next annual meeting 

napbl ,t°^> <Lo! the winter is past, the rain is over and
bird is tonieT^ °n <he earth» the ti,ne of the singing of

Our outlook comes now 
future with confidence. 
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THE QUESTION OF FOREIGN MARKETS. to I 
sity(By Frederic Nicholls, Toronto.)

It is comparatively such a short time since Canada has occu­
pied any prominence as a manufacturing country, that to talk of 
looking for foreign markets for a portion of the output of our 
mills and factories, where they would have to be sold in compe­
tition with goods of English, American and European make, 
may probably seem to those who have not given this question 
consideration, little short of folly, and by such it maybe claimed 
that the assertion that such a proceeding is feasible or even 
possible is unwarranted by facts.

As this paper, however, is submitted to a thoroughly practical 
and well-informed audience, who know, many of them from per­
sonal experience, that in certain lines of manufactures Cana­
dians are now and have for some years been doing a profitable 
export trade, I will not occupy your time with arguments pro 
and con or by referring to any special lines that are in my opin­
ion suitable for distribution abroad, although in passing it may 
be remarked that many exhibitors at the forthcoming Colon- 
ml and Indian Exhibition will find, probably to their surprise 
that the goods which their enterprise and patriotism have 
prompted them to send there, will be the means of opening up new 
avenues of trade that have hitherto never been contemplated 
and this view, roseate though it may appear, is not without a 
prevnms parallel. Several Canadian exhibitors at the Philadel- 
phrn, Pans and Sydney Exhibitions, none of which compared with 
the Colonial for the inducements offered for a proper representa­
tion of our industrial advancement, state that as an outcome of 
their exhibits at these places, a permanent and unexpected trade, 
amounting in some instances to a very large amount annually’ 
has been established.

It is impossible, however, within the scope of this paper to 
deal generally with the foreign trade question, so I will at once 
draw your attention to an issue which arises in the considera­
tion ot this subject and which is a most important factor if 
adopted or otherwise, for or against the successful extension of 
the industrial enterprises of the Dominion. When carried into 
elleet as it surely will be sooner or later, the scheme suggested 
will be the means of placing Canadians mure nearly on an equal 
looting with their competitors, in those countries which promise
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sitv of‘“fW,* diffic'!lt.U’ co,\tond with. I rotor to tho nemo 
Mty ot Commercial Agents,” appointed by the Government
for the purpose of representing the trade interests of Canada at 
oreagn ports, and whose duty it would he to foster by every

dïo'e oAbeT"8 ,ï“ ,eXp0rt °f onr manufactures and the prm 
JÎ f ^ flm’ the forest> the mine and the fisheries, besides 
other tluties of a purely commercial and non-political character 
which will readily suggest themselves to all who are in am 
egree conversant with the admirable system of “ Commercial

A TlïSes htbat T be-en established by ^e U. S. Government 
hat such a system is necessary in this country, if we desire

to increase the volume and value of our exports, will be clearly
apparent, as without it the manufacturer here is seriously handf
connections0 theXfimîle l0°king around for foreig« business 
connections the first questions a manufacturer would be likely
What ar^the’ a‘v"_What countries are my goods suitable fo/? 

at are the ruling prices abroad, and are the fashions which
° ^inJlere to meet wiih favor in other markets 1 These 
and other equally essential particulars are absolutely necessary 
at the very outset, and having no avenues of information7t Ws 
command, he will probably dismiss the idea 
nature of the difficulties 
nient.
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rTn(| °thei: hand hls competitor in Great Britain or the 
United States does not labor under these disadvantages He 
hiisat his disposal, for the mere asking, the assistance o°f experts 
forming a cordon of efficiently officered commercial outposts 
encircling the world, and who are maintained by a paternal 
Government for the express purpose of affording every facility 
lor aiding and fostering the tmde of the country under whole

.se1rv®’ and ^ 18 beyond dispute that the services of 
ese officials have been instrumental in greatly extending the 

ormgn commerce and adding to the aggregate wealth of such
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countries.
support^ fi.emg ].eSSentia1’ thfse few particulars advanced in
senf h/ \ t?1Cy SUgffted wil1 have to suffice for the pre­
sent, but probably enough has been said to show the necessity
of avrangements bemg made for the representation abroad
ine amlT°rtant and 6V?r growing intercsts of our manufactur- 
ng and farming industries, and I venture the opinion that anv
neasure looking towards the attainment of this object, that X

may



FT

80

be brought before Parliament, will be recognized by both politi­
cal parties as for the common good.

Sir Leonard Tilley, the late Finance Minister, was evidently 
fully impressed with the value to Canadian commerce which 
would accrue from the services of judiciously appointed “ Com­
mercial Agents,” and in the estimates which were passed during 
the last session of the House of Commons an item of $10,000 
was set apart for this very purpose, but, owing to the illness 
which ultimately caused his retirement from active public life, 
action in the matter was indefinitely postponed.

On the Reform side of the House the proposition to do, what 
I regret to say, owing to causes aforesaid, has not yet been 
done, met with a patriotic support, and Mr. Wui. Paterson, 
M. P. for South Brant, himself a prominent manufacturer, said 
n the course of his speech in the Budget debate :—

“ I believe the remedy for our present depression is to enlarge 
‘ 011 r foreign markets, not only for our national products but 
‘ f°r °ur manufactured goods, and thus to relieve ourselves of 
‘our surplus production. I see that the Government have 
‘ placed an item of something like $12,000 in the estimates for 

Commercial Agencies ’ in different countries. I will sup- 
“ port them in that. I would desire to see our foreign relations 
“ extended, and new and important markets opened up to Can 
“ adian producers.”

This candid endorsement of the action of the Government by 
one of the most strenuous opponents of their general policy is 
sufficient to show that any reasonable measure that may be 
introduced will be looked upon as in the best interests of every 
class of the community.

Having now submitted a few reasons why this Association 
should vigorously bestir themselves
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on this important question 
of extending our foreign trade relations, I must, although the 
prescribed limit has about been reached, endeavor to show how 
impracticable it would be for British Consuls to act for us in 
this connection, as has been suggested by some who have taken 
an interest in the matter, and ;n order to prove conclusively 
how futile such expectations would be, if indulged in, it is only 
necessary to quote a paragraph which appeared some months 
since in the Liverpool Journal of Commerce.

That leading English journal said :—“ The time has now 
passed when Canada, as a Crown colony, can solely depend uj>on

r
f
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« sHBHESEH-EuctB oi Canada and the articles which she exports is to expect
gT’, -1 thr rase of °»"ada. *«» are many 

articles of export which come into actual and even successful
competition with those of Great Britain. Take, for instance 
agricultural implements, also organs and other .musical instru­
ments, and many other articles to which our space will not per-
«lët 1 r;,f‘!r’ I,t W°Uld be ,mfair to the British tax-payera to 
expect their consuls to pay attention to Canadian articles when
they come into competition with the produce of England, seeiim 
that Canada in no way contributes to the revenue of Great 

■ , tain or Pa.Vs anything towardsth e support of her ambassa­
dors or consuls. * * * But in this question of representa-
tlVeS ab,'oad nada 0USht to be far more liberal in her arrange­
ments. As she becomes still more an exporting country this 
will become an absolute necessity. The United States and other 

' countries have seen the advisability of dealing liberally with 
those who put forth their best energies in extending trade, and 
Canada must, for her own sake, follow their example.”

■ entlemen, in conclusion, let me again impress upon you the 
importance of the admission by both political parties^f the 
necessity of endeavoring to increase our foreign commerce by
fnvnr T** “T® “ h?8 ïeen ProP08ed- This much is all in the
£ Zte,l0''Vh:f may h? made by this Association or 
kindled bodies, nd with energetic and united action there is
every prospect t at m the near future “ Commercial Agents ”

; resident at foreign ports, will be intelligently working for the
! P;70V0n of the trade interests of the Dominion, and when

1 ^enetici™UyCa^cted^Uand^heSiiame of'canada^ ^country of which

I becomc moro "idcly
respect.
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THE ORIGIN AND OBJECT OF A PATENT LAW.

(By Donald C. Ridout, Toronto.)

Patents for inventions are so generally looked upon as mo­
nopolies that it seems paradoxical to say that the origin of the 
Patent Law was an Act to suppress monopolies ; not to create 
them.

In England,’exclusive privileges and monopolies were granted 
in very early times. It was the custom of the monarch of the 
day to grant exclusive rights to court favorites, and to those 
willing to contribute handsomely to the court exchequer, and of 
course the privileges granted were greatly abused. In Queen 
Elizabeth’s reign an immense uproar was raised against those 
monopolies, but the Queen, with her usual good sense, cancelled 
all the patents that excited the public clamors. The great his­
torian, Macaulay, says, “ Her people, delighted by this conces­
sion, and by the gracious manner in which it had been made, 
did not require from her an express renunciation of the disputed 
prerogative.”

In James I.’s time the custom was revived, and was so 
grossly abused that the House of Commons finally passed an 
Act, which the King was forced to assent to, declaring monopo­
lies established by royal authority to be null and void. This 
Act is the foundation of the English patent system, and Eng­
land was the first country in the wor Id to adopt the Patent Law. 
After stating the reasons for the proposed law, the preamble of 
the Act proceeds as follows : “ May it please your excellent 
Majesty, at the humble suit of the Lords Spiritual and Tem­
poral, and the Commons in this present Parliament assembled, 
that it may be declared and enacted, and be it declared and 
enacted by authority of this present Parliament, that all 
monopolies, and all commissions, grants, licenses, charters, and 
letters patents heretofore granted, or hereafter to be made or 
granted are altogether contrary to the laws of this realm, and 
so are and shall be utterly void and of none effect, and in no 
wise to be put in use or execution.”

But recognizing even at that early date the advantages con­
ferred upon the public by inventors, the lawmakers, by the 5th 
section of this Act, exempted patents which had been issued to 
the true and first inventor of a new manufacture within the 
realm ; the period of the right being, however, limited to 
twenty-one years.
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The 6th section of the same Act reduced the term of the 
privilege to fourteen years, which term has been maintained ever 
since. Liere was no other Patent Law in England from the 
passage of the statute of monopolies passed in 1623 until 183*5 
This latter Act was amended in 1839 and 1844 In 18*59 à 
new Patent Act was introduced, which, except for two jicht 
amendwents passed ,n 1855 and 1859, remained in force until 
1883, when the present English Patent Act was passed Each 
Act md,cates that from the first a patent issued for an invên

the =o„t7t the interests of the pnbli/LZ *7,^" hit 
the inventor should receive legitimately no heater rewârf than 
the public appreciation of his invention entitled him to.

■ 0 <I,,L* t le 0 <* English custom several of the States me 
vious to the passage of the first United States National Pat,7' 
Act, issued Letters Patents conferring the exclusive ri»ht
Zthêfr 1 Cert7Marticlt' and it “Pl'ears that as early as 1646 
the then Colony of Massachusetts Bay granted to Ww ithe exclusive right of making and ‘impreve^ scnlm
for the tern, of fourteen years. The improvement refereed ‘n

was the first patent issued to 
Atlantic.

curved
now m use. This, I understand, 
an inventor on this side of the

As the early history of the American Patent Office is inter-
^By”Acrof°Aprd Voth^ffOl^Z^rat^meZin^patentet

took great pride in it, it is said, and gZ ^Zal con!', 
t.°n 40 every npplfcation that was made for a patent durin» the

, while the power of division and 
;tj:f7U SI7u 7 nat Act remained in force, [t is related that the granting of a patent was held to be in these earl v Urn 
quite an event in the history of the State 7)enn.f, ^ t!meS 
the clerical part of the work was then performed Hi, "’"’T 
ter of tradition, handed down to us from ZnemLn V ",at' 
tmn by those who love to speak of Mr. Jefferson and ht virtu™
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and eccentricities, that when an application for a patent was 
made under the first Act he would summon Mr. Henry Knox, 
of Massachusetts, who was Secretary of War, and Mr. Edmond 
Randolph, of Virginia, who was Attorney-General—these 
officials being designated by the Act with the Secretary of the 
State, a tribunal to examine and grant patents—and that these 
three distinguished officials would examine the application 
critically, scrutinizing each point of the specification and 
claims carefully and rigorously. The result of this examination 
was that, during the first year a majority of the applications 
failed to pass the ordeal, and only three patents were granted. 
In those days every step in the issuing of a patent was taken 
with great care and caution, Mr. Jefferson seeking always to 
impress upon the minds of his officers and the public that the 
granting of a patent was a matter of no ordinary impor­
tance.”

The Patent Act of 1790 remained practically in force until 
1836, when an Act was passed which is really the father of the 
present patent system of the United States. By this Act the 
system now in force was first introdujed, but of course in a very 
imperfect form. From July 31st, 17VO, to July 4th, 1836, there 
were about 10,000 patents issued, and from July 4th, 1836, 
to the end of last year, 333,493 patents were granted. These 
figures, I think, indicate that the present patent system of the 
United States has been appreciated by inventors, and any one 
who considers for a moment the immense strides which have 
been made in labor-saving machinery, and manufactures gener­
ally by American inventors, must be convinced that the public 
at large have been gainers by the inventions which have been 
fostered by a wise administration of a wise patent law.

In his report made to Congress in 1838, Mr. Henry Ellsworth, 
the then Commissioner of Patents, says : “ The Patent Office 
has been greatly subservient to the promotion of the arts and 
science, and its late re-organizations will extend, in a much higher 
degree, its usefulness. Without the encouragement of the 
patent laws few inventions would become practically useful. 
By this encouragement a stimulus is given to talent and ingen­
uity, and the results of human effort seem almost incredible. 
The inventions of the day have proverbially overcome time and 
space. The numerous manufactories spread over all the country 
attest the patronage they have received from Government. . ,
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* . • (/t however, inventors have diiected their attention
with peculiar interest, to the improvement of the implements of 
apiculture and many lahov-saving machines have been patented 
which are of the highest utility to the husbandman. These are 
rapidly increasing and it is scarcely possibly to conjecture to 
what extent the labors of the agriculturist may be diminished 
and the products of the country increased by these improve­
ments. Already the process of sowing, of mowing, and of reap­
ing is successfully performed by horse-power, and" inventors are sanguine with the-belief, and probably',,„t without 71“ 
the time is not far distant when ploughing-machines will be driven
!’hetXudu,antr'1,0Wer “PP'ied to ma,V 0the'' °l’e,'ati»ns of

.1 . , , j ou. know, gentlemen, the immense pro­
gress that has been made since then. You know that it would 
be practically impossible to cultivate our country were it not for 
the recent improvements in agricultural implements. That 
without the telegraph, modern business would be at a stand still • 
that without the sewing and kindred machines many comforts 

are now common would be beyond the means of the 
majority, and all these improven. mts, nearly all the extraordin­
ary advances m the sciences, the fruits of which , 
enjoy, have been put into public use since 1838. and' 
attributable to the patent law.
, Ifc “» 1 know, contended by the opponents of the 

that all the inventions and improvements which 
have been produced by inventors without the 
patent law.
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S8S1SIE45inventor would have in inducing a manufacturer to adopt X 
invention were it not for the protection offered by a patent
patent Uw'^ ” pr°bably the stronge«t argument in favor of a

n Sir,?0en7 Bessemer, in the following opinion renorted on 
^page 103 of a work called “ Creators of the Age of Steel ” ex- 
gpresses his vi ws on this point: “I do not know a single

. w nr“"4r" U“”ing been published and given freely
to the wor d and being taken up by any manufacturer at all!
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I have myself proposed to manufacturers many tilings, which I 
convinced were of use, but did not feel disposed to manufacture, 

to patent. 1 do not know of one instance in which my 
suggestions have been tried ; but had I patented and spent a 

certain invention, and saw no means of recouping 
myself except by forcing, as it were, some manufacturer to take 
it up I should have gone from one to the other and represented 
its advantages, and I should have found some one who would 
have taken it up on the offer of some advantage from me, and 
who would have seen his capital recouped by the fact that no 
other manufacturer could have it quite on the same terms for 
the next year or two. Then the invention becomes at once in­
troduced and the public admits its value, and other manufac­
turers, like a dock of sheep, come in. But the difficulty is to 
get the first man to move. The first man might say, “ Oh. my 
machinery cost me a great deal of money. I have my regular 
trade, and this machine is sure to be more trouble to me, in 
the first instance, and when everybody asks for it, every other 
manufacturer will be in a condition to supply it, so it is not 
worth my while. I believe that inventions which are at first 
free gifts arc too apt to come to nothing.”

Such an opinion from such a man must command respect, and 
if it stood alone ought to be a sufficient answer to those 

who cavil at patents and sneer at the efforts of the inventor.
In a very able speech delivered by the Honorable Orville 

H. Platt, of Connecticut, in the Senate of the United States, 
Bessemer’s Patent for Improvements in the Manufacture of 
Steel is referred to. Mr. Platt said “ In 1868 the average 
price of steel rails was $165 per ton.
mencement of 1884 is $34 per ton. The production of steel 
rails in 1883 was 1,295,740 tons. The same quantity made in 
1868 would have cost more than they cost in 1884 by $168,446,- 
200. That is the saving of a single year as the result of this 
invention.” And in speaking of the advantages conferred upon 
the public by patented inventions generally, he says : “ If we 
measure them by what they create, by what they save in cost, 
by what they add to production by their multiplication of 
values, then the sum total is simply incalculable.”

The first Canadian Patent Act which I can find was passed 
in 1821, and embraced Upper Canada. In 1824 a Patent Act 

passed for Lower Canada, and in 1849 a Patent Act em-
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ibracing the two provinces was introduced. In 1869 the first 
IDoimnion Act was issued, which was replaced in 1872 by the
I Act now in force. From 1824 when th» tw * J h

Aortas jL°tWe'r CaJladf’ UP t0 18’69’ when the first’Dominion
ll860rt nrUCed’ thcTl Were 3,325 Patents issued. From 

/' 69'up to the passage of the 1872 Act there were 1 644 natents

fc" gLa;'1;!' In 1885 tb« »>air lia,] only increased toTwrty 
■fl7 W . ".lhe num.ber of Pate”ts issued were 2,232. In 1284
EiniM StoLWendTsai t0 .''“nadians’ >-714 to citizens of “he 
■Jmted btates, and 135 to citizens of other countries Of the

issued to Canadians, 389 were issued to citizens tf

llrlptten™Offimd °‘her provi.nces' H wiU thus be seen that

II Snïïïr! Tl S,Xty-nine per cent °f its support
States-and that °fth«

■d^srtbe.gUidoJ k the '«cords of the Patent Office it 
■pprare that the inventive faculty has not increased in Canada
• 1889 wh™ «"'y residents of Canada could obtain patente

fus? 'Ten8,8 1’atento iss"ed- In 1SS4 there were aa I 
just swd, 607 patents issued to Canadians, indicating an

i^dbv the Offi neteenr Valtho“8l; th" total number of patents 
by the Office, as I have said, numbered 2,456 Figures

mwVthV amrqUiti6 S/titified in “7 own mbdthatX"
mber of the applicants for patents in 1869 were, to say the

ecesZTd? W,,,V?e tn:th; , In tbat y™ it was merely v L n ‘re "i y,°" bad been » resident of Canada for 
^n’Md Vav n0 doubt that a very large proportion of the 

1iSUe1' then were issued to Americans with 
ifficiently elastic to enable them to make the ,

,Ltherefore do not think the published 
atent Office for 1869 show the 
itentees.
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1As must of you gentlemen know, comparatively few Canadian 
manufacturers took advantage of the Patent Law sixteen years 
ago, and you also know that since then, as competition has in­
creased, manufacturers have found it necessary to introduce 
specialties, which, in order to retain, it is necessary to patent ; 
and, consequently, the character ot patents issued is steadily 
improving, and instead of being looked upon as a speculative 
document the public is gradually realizing the fact that a patent 
is a legitimate factor in our manufacturing interests, enabling 
the manufacturer to reap the benefits of his improvements from 
increased sales thereby produced.

As I explained at the commencement of this paper, the origin 
of a patent law was an Act to suppress monopolies, and it is 
universally allowed that the real object of a patent law is to 
benefit the public by offering an inducement to inventors to 
devote their time to the improvement of existing machines and 
manufactures for a reward which will not encroach upon the 
vested rights of the public. It follows, then, that every patent 
is a contract between the public and the inventor, the specifica­
tion forming the basis of the contract ; therefore the Patent 
Office, which acts on behalf of the public, should be careful to 
see that no specification passes with claims embracing devices g to pr 
already in the possession of the public. The Patent Office at 
Washington is organized for that purpose, and every specifica­
tion is carefully criticised, the claims cut down where they 
brace more than the inventor is entitled to, and where the 
same path has been followed by prior inventors the applicant is 
compelled to point out the differences between the prior inven­
tions and the invention he seeks to cover.

Many of the examiners compel the applicant, and I think 
properly, to specifically recognize patents describing inventions 
which appear on their face to be something siiniliar to his, and 
to point out the differences. Every paper signed by the inven­
tor or his applicant is kept on file, and it is an easy matter to 
discover what the real invention covered by the patent amounts 
to, and what was originally sought to be covered by the appli- 

Our Patent Office at Ottawa is organized for the same 
purpose as that at Washington, but as the examiners are un sup­
plied with records and other required conveniences, they are 
unable, through no fault of theirs, to properly criticise the appli­
cations submitted.
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The system which permits papers tiled by the applicant to be 
thdrawn and hanged destroys the history of the application

T, . , ,° .the Pybliu and of the honest
e a i. T . ,ru e by which interfering applications are 

referred to outside parties without the slightest knowledge of 
patent law, or of the law of evidence, 1 wrong The ,aw 
which requires an applicant to incur the useless expense of 
producing a model, which forms no part of his patent, is a law 
which beats harshly on the poor inventor, and should be changed- 
and to other respects changes should be made in our law lid 
office practice in order to secure fully the object of a patent

and is bad both m 
inventor.

No class m the community is move interested in a good patent 
law efficiently administered than manufacturers ; for you not 
only appear as inventors and holders of patents, but, as manu­
facturers, are liable to use devices which others may claim to
bel!sm'!entei?' h 18 jmPortant t0 y°u that no patent should 
be issued embracing a device already the property of the public
while it is equally important that an honest invention, no mat-
ter how small it may be, should be adequately protected in
tetrode man havl”g sufficient pluck to invest his capital 
to produce it for the public should have the protection promised
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THE RAILWAY QUESTION.

(By A. W. Wright, Toronto.)
Rapid, cheap and easy means of inter-communication and of 

effecting the exchange of commodities is essential to the pro-
a rpl6’ anr’ W[th the excePtion> perhaps, of the sub­

stitution of money for barter, no discovery or invention has
done so much to promote this as the railway. Indeed, we may 
say that railways are a part of our civilization, which could not 
be done without, except at the cost of 
of barbarism. relapse in the direction 

Into all economic questions which we are called 
”£°nn *° two elements enter, namely, individual desire for 
gain, and the general interests of the community.
m.,lVfVatUral that the owners of a railway should seek to 
make the very most possible for themselves out of their enter-
* ’ and lf m Pursuit of this object they are a little careless
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while it may be conceded that railway companies on y a«, a. 
those who control other enterprises do in this respect,18 
a vast difference between a railway^ and, say. a cotton mill 
an agricultural implement factory 
last the owner

of

«.ax,, ox.,, - cotton mill or
__________ . In such enterprises as these

____  invests his own capital, and neither seeks noi
obtains any special franchise from the community.

Even in the rare instances where a railway company EV resources to build, equip, and maintain the road,
rily obtains certain franchises, such as the right

uses

only its own
expropriato^mperty"needed for its purposes, and as this right
can only properly belong to Government or society, it can only 
ri-htfunyP be delegated on the understanding that the party 
receiving it shall perform some public service commensurate 
™th the privilege conceded. Society, then, has a right to insist 
That this service shall be duly rendered, ai.d, if the railway com­
panies faff to perform it, a right to adopt such measures as may 
L requisite to compel them to do so. It follows theiefore, t a 
laws 'may justly be passed and regulations laid down for the 
control If railway companies, which, if applied to enterprises 
which had received no franchise at the expense of the public, 
might be open to being stigmatised as an undue interference

Wit»tle“V:Sd receive at the hands of the 

railway companies, that service to which it 2? entlt^d’r^” u 
ment has passed laws regulating railways. Thus, the' Con 
dated Railway Act provides that the various ral^ay8 sha^ f. 
each other facilities for the interchange of traffic, it requires 
them to deal fairly and equally with persons doing business with 
them, charging the same tolls at the same time and under the 
same circumstances, to the end that no person or class of pel- 
sons may obtain any undue advantage, privilege or monopoly. 
Speaking to an audience of business men, some wh°m haY® 
had disagreeable evidence of it, it is unnecessary that I should 
spend time in demonstrating that the railway companies pa> 
list as much and no more respect to these provisions of the law 
as suits their own purposes. The manufacturers and milleis o 
Ontario know only too well that, for all practical purposes, these
provisions might as well be erased. , .

The President of the Board of Trade in the course of his very
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idmitted
it. Still,
y act as 
there is 

i mill or 
as these 

eeks nor

suit unsatisfactory state of that important industry to the 
favorable pmvismns of the tariff, and to “ discriminating rates 
of freight hostile to the millers in Ontario and the East ” 
the accuracy of Mr. Barling’s statement of the case, every one 
who has looked into the.subject will bear witness. But 
anomalous as the tariff which places a higher duty on the raw 
materia! than on the manufactured article is, I can hardly -r0 
with Mr. Darling to his conclusion that a change in the tlrfff 
would be a sufficient remedy. For it is a fact, that even were 
the duty on dour advanced sufficiently to fairly counterbalance 
the duty on wheat still the unfair anti-Canadian freight dis-

latest rd»"try n‘ 10 Seri°US'y

I have referred to the milling interest because it is the one
which sutlers most from the comtemptous disregard, by the 
railway companies, of the law passed for their regulation. ' But 
other branches of industry suffer proportionately, and capital 
invested has it is well known, been frequently deprived of its 
legitimate returns, and, in some instances, lost by reason of 
due advantages given to rivals and at competing points. To 
remedy this evil, municipalities and business men have exerted 
themselves to secure railway competition, but the remedy has 
been found to be often illusory, and at the most but temporary.
SJÏÏ* 0f ÆT1810-8 and 8tiPulations, which it was fondly be­
ll-ved would be effectual to prevent it, competing lines have 
amalgamated, and, instead of remedying the evil, the building 
and bonusmg of competing lines has actually intensified it
reLnp°rYh0U d aTn® 86ek f° inV°ke the aid of the la^ to 
i ecover the excess of an overcharge or to enforce his rights, he
hnds one powerful company instead of two comparatively weak
uroed °th°?ten^ Wllh ? the C0Urts" Tt niay be 8aid, it has been 
urged, that under the law as it now stands, anyone has a rmht
carÎv thtm^H himrl°Verchar?d ov un.)ustly dealt with" to
is ilLtrv f iVn 0 he ”0UrtS f0r red,ess’ but Poetically this 
is illusory, for the companies can carry the litigant from court

ThUV the? Weary him out> if they do not ruin him.

call? ) ^ Tl ,exi8t8 ’ that the railway companies are practi- - lly above the law ; that the public does not get the service
Inch it is entitled to is patent to all, and the question “ What

un-
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,„mvdv cun be found and bow is it to bo applied 1" is one of 
vital importance to all classes, but especially to manufacture, s

ainmtheftrst place, it seems to me that if the general railway 
act does not fully, and with sufficient clearness, lay down and 
define the duties and responsibilities of railway companies it 
vhnukl be amended, and then, in the second place, some court
or commission which will be easily accessible, and jherc cas^
will not involve unreasonable costs, should be established tor 
its enforcement. It will be seen that I am expressing no opin­
ion on the remedy of absolute governmental ownership of rail­
ways, which is by some believed the only true and

It has been advocated by some that it would be sufficient to 
enlarge the powers of the courts, but if the experience of En0 
land is to be*relied on, this remedy would not answer, for there 
T was found that not only did the excessive expense deter 
litigation but the 'udg2S were confessedly not sufficiently 
conversant with railway business to enable themtoidande 
intelligently. Giving enlarged powers to a Railway Committee 
of the°Privy Council, and creating a Special Comrnittee of Parlia­
ment to deal with the matter have been advocated, but if the 
ordinary courts of law have not the requisite technical know­
ledge i/is extremely doubtful if these committees would be any 
better qualified in this respect. Besides, in the nature of things, 
they could not have that permanence which would b® esse“b 
to a satisfactory discharge of the duties. It should al 
borne in mind that if it is the boast of our system of govern­
ment bv party that abuses are pretty sure to be exposed, it is 
equally certain that rectitude of conduct is no safeguard against 
hostile criticism. The court or commission should be so consti­
tuted that it will possess not only the requisite legal acumen 

thorough knowledge of railway matters and of the 
practices and methods of business generally. It should be easily 
accessible, and the expense should be low enough to secure 
justice to all. Its members should be paid sufficient to make 
them independent, and they should hold office permanently.

I know that it is argued that railways in Canada have not 
paid, but I do not see that this, even if true, can give them a 
right to assume superiority to the laws of the country. Besi es, 
it is by no means certain that though their earnings may be 
insufficient to pay interest on extravagantly built roads, and

hut a
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s one of 
facturera dividends, it may be, on watered stock, tliu same earnings 

might not be sufficient from which to declare a reasonable 
dividend on the fair value of the road.

It is not possible within the limits of a paper such as this to 
enter fully on the details involved in the consideration of a 
question so important as the constitution of a Government 
Railway Commission, or Court of Railway Commissioners, but 
if the members of this Association, the manufacturers and 
millers of Ontario, will give the subject that thoughtful 
sidération which its importance to the country generally and to 
themselves especially, deserves, I feel sure the result would be 
that ere long Parliament would be moved to take action, and 
then we might safely leave the working out of the details to 
the people’s representatives.
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PROSPECTS OF TRADE WITH GERMANY.

(By J. E. Klotz, Preston.)
The Association has expressed the desire of having prepared 

and read at its annual meeting a paper on the “ Prospects of 
Trade with Germany,” and your Secretary has assigned that 
task to the undersigned.

The question as to what are those prospects at the present 
time may be answered in two words, viz., not promising; but 
to explain the causes, why prospects of trade with Germany 
not promising at the present time, and to make suggestions for 
the removal of such causes and for the introduction of measures 
which will make such prospects brighter, and which will give 
reasonable assurance that by such means that trade may be 
fostered and new profitable outlets for our various manufactures 
may be opened—these questions to be answered intelligently 
and at the same time practically, require more than one brief 
sentence, and an abler pen than the writer can command.

During a residence of a number of years in Germany the 
writer has observed several features which have operated in­
juriously to the opening of a direct trade between Canada and 
Germany, either in instances where Canadian goods have been 
injudiciously exhibited and offered for sale in Germany, in 
where articles have been fraudulently given out as of Canadian

are
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manufacture, or where from want of proper persons to bring to 
the notice of the people of Germany the various manufactures 
of Canada, our country, as to its resources and products, has in 
a great measure remained an unknown country.

Of these observations the writer will endeavor to give a brie 
statement, though without pretending that they embrace all

the causes above referred to.
While at Hamburg the writer saw a 

Canadian agricultural implements exhibited among 
articles of United States manufacture, and noticed that several 
of the Canadian implements were spoken of as being superior 
articles ; yet the farmers and others who examined the same 
did not suppose them to be Canadian manufacture, but looked 
upon the whole exhibit as coming from the United States, or as 
being American. Neither was there any person whose special 
duty it was to explain and point out which of the implements 
exhibited were of Canadian make ; nor had the manufacturers 
deemed it necessary to designate themselves as such, all direc 
tions thereon-painted or otherwise-being the name of the 
manufacturer, the place where made, and three letters, O-n-t. 
The word « Canada ” was not to be found on any implement.

A number of other articles of Canadian manufacture were
shown in a similar way, and though a favorable market might
have been found for them, if properly brought before the pub­
lic, no person appeared to be specially interested in the sale of 
them, and the public did not even learn where the articles had

been manufactured. , , , , . ,
Another instance was a large consignment of bad butter by a 

New York firm to a Hamburg house ; that butter was offered 
as Canadian butter and sold at the price of wagon-grease, ihe 
writer made particular enquiry and was informed upon good 
authority that the said butter was not a Canadian product at 
all, but had been made in one of the Western States ; that 
Canadian and Western States merchants were in the habit of 
sending their butter to New York, that it was there assorted 
that all good butter was labelled with “ United States, and all 
bad butter with “ Canada.”

Our neighbors, the United States, have in a large number 
of cities in Germany a consul or a consular agent who himself is 
directly interested in the trade between the United States and 
Germany and does all he possibly can to foster the same ; a

considerable number of 
similar

!?

larj.
ove
Un
thoi
ove;
dire

V
a co 
corn
few
the
mg] 
theii 
agaii 
neitl 
Gem 
the t 
emp) 
mere 
direc 
in th

In
prosp

As
wouk 
seven 
and t 
dian 
culare 
hut v
the Wi

«jualit
The

Canad

X

f

V

i-+
>

SS
£3

---
--



4f>

3'^e;ir °/ ra/iwa-y conM>anies have their agents spread all
United Ul 16 P’^pose of promoting immigration to the
Umted States; and besides all these factors there
thousands of German merchants and German manufacturers all.««.v.'svsz;1- *■'
a thTB^hheofficLTsTntL°tr

countiy do not seem to interest themselves about Canada The 
few agents that were occasionally sent to Germany either bv 
the Dominion or Local Government, for the purpose of promoU 
mg immigration to Canada, have been too much restricted in

Tfew in,number to co™P«te successfully against the United States railway agents, while at present
neither Government appears to have any agents employed in
jeimany ; probably the Canadian Pacific Railway Company is

on y party that has one or more agents on the continent
merchants^01* t^?e P1"011101^011 °f immigration, and as to German 
merchants and German manufacturers in Canada who have
direct trade with Germany, their number, as compared with those 
in the United States, is insignificantly small.

J n view of these facts it cannot be surprising that at the present 
pi ospects of trade with Germany are not promising for Canada
wn!l)Sna remove existing impediments, the writer
would suggest the advisability of securing reliable men in
and" B emeTrTlI ^ in /^r™uy, especially in Hamburg 
and Bremen, to take charge of the agency for the sale of Cana-
cùîar g diS> ° advertl8e the g°ods freely and liberally, by ci 
çulars and newspapers, to abandon the contraction “ Ont »
!'h w'I?rthe,namVf the Province in full and never omit 
quality ^ Canada’ and manu^acture none but articles of good

rtJ\e r®cent Antwerp exhibition will no doubt tend to make 
anada,its products and manufactures better known in Germany.
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AGAINST COMMERCIAL UNION.

(By John MacLean, Toronto.)
Every now and then the proposal of commercial 

the neighboring Republic turns up to distract public attention. 
To some it recommends itself as a good plan for overthrowing 
Canada’s National Policy, while others see its greatest merit in 
the certainty that it would speedily break up Confederation, lv 
is difficult to believe in the sincerity of those who profess to 
think that these Provinces could be commercially united to the 
States, while still remaining politically independent, or united 
to Great Britain. It does seem as if the only way in which we 
can give them credit for sincerity is by impeaching their common 
sense. However, the present object is not to enquire into 
motives, but to state facts, and if possible to draw such infer­
ences, of an industrial and commercial character, as the tacts 

We find that the commercial union scheme is advo-

union with

warrant.
cated by men of mark over the border, among whom are some 
prominent free traders. These latter may be supposed to favor 
it on principle ; but it is also advocated by Mr. Wharton Bar­
ker, of Philadelphia, who is a pronounced protectionist. His 
plan is the simple one of abolishing all custom houses axong t e 
border, while keeping up those on both ocean coasts as before. 
He does not propose political union, but a division of custom 
receipts on some equitable basis. But the scheme lias its most 
distinguished defender of all on our own side, in the person of 
Dr. Goldwin Smith. He goes further than commercial union 
merely ; and holds that these Provinces will never be in their 
proper place until they have joined the political system of the 
North American continent. He urges that the change indi­
cated would not be to England’s injury, but the reverse, because 
it would consolidate perpetual peace between England and 
America.

In the Toronto Globe of the 6th November last, there was 
printed a paper on commercial union, by Mr. W. D. Gregory, 
which was read before the Toronto Young Men s Liberal Clu > 
on the 2nd. The plan therein laid down is substantially the 
same as Mr. Barker’s—which is to pool all customs and excise 
receipts, and divide according to population. We know not i 
whether this is adopted by the Club as a body, but it has been 
virtually adopted by the Globe. In the Globes prospectus for
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would beconsequences of commercial annexation 
u J J® !t 8.ca.rce,y squires a prophet to foretell. Observe 

at ommercial union with the United States necessarily im
IZ7'," °reat Britain- Mr- Gregory
S on ,h?I ■b e.vldently lacks confidence in his own arg.f 
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hissystem, politically as well as commercially. In other words, 
that these Provinces should become States of the .American 
1) nion. But, leaving aside for the present, political consequences, 
Canadian national feeling, and the promptings of sentiment, let 
us consider this question : Would it pay ? Would commer­
cial union be a benefit to Canada in the shape of cash or its 
equivalent ? Let us admit at once that it would give us an 
open American market for grain, lumber, fish, coal, and other 
natural products. It would also open our markets to our 
neighbors for the same articles, and with reciprocity to this extent 
only we could hold our own. But this fa^s far short of what 
the commercial union men are driving at. Mr. Gregory in­
cludes everything, and the Globe says, “ rmrestricted commercial 
reciprocity.” “ Unrestricted,” be it observed ; let us say that 
word over again.

With open ports American goods would sell largely in 
Canada ; in fact this market would be a most valuable one for 

neighbors. They say themselves that the only kind of 
reciprocity they care about is that which would give them a 
market here for manufactured articles ; and this they would be 
sure to get under commercial union. This is so generally agreed 
upon as a sure thing, Jor them, that it is scarcely worth while 
to enter upon the proofs of it. It is one of those things that 
may safely be taken for granted. With open ports American 
manufactures would find a large and profitable market in 
Canada. Now, can it be maintained with any show of reason 
that Canadian goods would find a market over the border 1

Candidly speaking, we think not. American manufacturers 
have mostly more experience than ours, being longer established 
in their respective branches. They have, as a rule, larger 
capital, and they manufacture on a larger scale, and carry the 
division of labor further than we do. Again, they are allowed 
to be the most inventive as well as the most enterprising people 
on the face of the earth. What man of business capacity and 
of common sense can persuade himself that we should be able 
to beat the irrepressible “ Yankee ” on his own ground 1 
Shall we flatter ourselves that under commercial union we 
would be able to sell cotton goods in New York, woollens in 
Philadelphia, boots and shoes in Boston, reapers and mowers 
in Illinois, and stoves in Buffalo and Troy Î No business man, 
in either of these branches of manufacture, can be found to risk
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los^i, or a good many of them. But, it may 
ould not sell in the Eastern States we could sell in 

Again a great mistake, for when we got to Iowa, let us say
TW and price:list8’ we W0llld find Boston and
troth T°th ^1^ t<i1mee1t U8’JU8t the same as in the East. The 
truth is that the alleged market of fifty or sixty millions of
Em’ ready. .t0 b,U{ our merchandise, is a mere unsubstantial 
dream—an utter delusion.

But there is still something else to be said, which ought to 
dissipate at once that “ baseless fabric of a vision the sud- 
posed market of sixty millions for Canadian goods. Observe 
that in most branches of manufacture over the border, in fact 
m all important lines, producing capacity is now far in excess 
of what the market can be got to take. Take this for an in­
stance : Two or three years ago Andrew Carnegie, the Pittsburg 
Iro,n ^}n8’ was asked what the capacity was of the new steel 
and rail works just then erected by his company. He replied :

Two hundred and fifty thousand tons per annum. But,” he 
added, ‘ we do not expect to make more than seventy-five 
thousand tons per annum until times change very much. When 
a demand does spring up we are ready for it, to the extent 
mentioned. To-day tba iron and steel producing capacity of 
American works is more than double what the railways and all 
other customers together can take. In textile fabrics the 
country s producing capacity is immensely in excess of all 
probable or even possible demand. To imagine that we can 
enter upon that overcrowded market, and sell our goods there, 
is about as wild a dream as ever commercial enthusiasts indulged

to spring up,
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the existing American machinery would ver___ ______ ieoo iv
in three months ; aye, in three weeks. And yet it is gravely 
proposed that Canada should enter the lists against a 
wealthier, a stronger and an older established competitor. This 
is a mere literary craze ; it surely can get no countenance from 
business

it

men.
But again, it will be said that with commercial union wealthy 

Americans would start factories in Canada, and so make the 
conditions more equal than in time past. Well, they might
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start sawmills, were lumber made free. But do not expect 
them to start foundries, machine shops, or spinning and weaving 
mills, on this side. Observe that the main inducement for 
them to do so would be gone, for the reason that they would 
be able to send everything over here from the manufacturing 
States free of duty. Were all Canada annexed to the Republic 
it might be that fifty years afterwards something like an 
equality of conditions would have been established. But mean­
time there would be a terrible record of the wreck and ruin of
our manufacturing and wholesale trades, which would not soon 
be forgotten. We had better keep away from all such danger­
ous experiments, and let well enough alone.

OUR PAST PROGRESS AND FUTURE PROSPECTS.

(By John Livingstone, Toronto.)
To take such a subject for a reading to the members of the 

Manufacturers’ Association presumes not alone experience, but 
age, and I begin to think that time has given me both.

One hundred years ago an eminent citizen of France visited 
America. His graphic description of his travels have furnish­
ed me more material for reflection on things as they were com­
pared with what they are than 1 am capable of expressing. In 
those days the practical value of steam was unknown, the wind 
as a motor, as a means of communication between nations, the 
only power, and two months the usual time in transit from 
Europe to America. The French citizen travelling at that 
time in the United States experienced a sensation of liberty 
unknown in his own country ; he was eulogistic of the sim­
plicity of the people, of their morality, of their spirit of emula­
tion, and of their determination—“ that having forced the Eng­
lish to give up their domination, they determined to rival them 
in everything useful ; this spirit was a spirit of emulation that 
showed itself everywhere.” That spirit opened to them many 
channels of commerce ; it led the Bostonians to all parts of the 
globe, to the erection of extensive works, to the creation of 
societies for the encouragement of industrial trades.
In 1883 the total amount of the productio 

of iron and steel in the United Stated had 
amounted to in value..
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In 1850 the total amount in value of the pro­
ducts of all the industries of the United 
(states was......................

In 1883 the products of all* the industries of 
the United States have increased to.,

In 1883 the total 
States amounted to the
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#1,019,106,616

... 5,369,579,191
commerce of the United

enormous figures of. 10,000,000,000
tm?,M^ren’,l<!0|- thfe.fi?are8 «avtle you? Few take the 
nraüi ef d ,*he ,8tatl8tl<!8. b“‘ are these not eloquent with
frr r»^a 5et°P 6 W1°’ a?er con<iuering for themselves a coun- 
ry, resolved to conquer for themselves the trade of the world ?
Have they done so ? If we are to arrive at an answer to this 
by comparative figures with the trade of Great Britain, we must 
answer in the affirmative. The trade of Great Britain can show
GraTtCR,ifiU-reh *h* î01”1 iVahle of tl,e Product» of industry in
State b$650 000 non tha" ‘he total products of the United 
states bj $650,000,000, and the entire trade of Great Britain
will not amount to more than one-third of the
United States as shown by the__

UTS.
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but commerce of the

sited
aish-
com-

Average annual value of exports in five yei
“ imports “ “

ears.. $1,474,842,395 
.. 2,006,512,576

The immenseIn gElllslSs
own on mtr f C<>U T and aIi islands> then returned to their 
own country for supplies to sell. They were buyers of East
India goods, and they sought to extend their trade with India •
they had hopes of supplying at that early date South America!
the Spanish and other Islands, and even the countries ^f
Lurope with the goods of the East. The spirit of progress
with which they were imbued made them look forward as® ex-
pressed in words almost prophetic of the present times—“ to a
t me when it will be a fortunate epoch for the human race when

H Su ibie 8 hird ,Kreat chan8e in the routes of commerce 
As the Mediterranean had lost it before, so will the Cape of Good
Hope lose its afflux of maritime commerce. The passage which 
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known, but easy to establish, and which will placetlie two 
oceans—the Atlantic and Pacific—in communication, is the 
passage of the Lake Nicaragua.”

lhc American tariff is not calculated to be revenue-producing, 
though it is. It is especially intended to be highly protective, 
as a reference to their tariff and fiscal returns will show the 
range to be from 31 to 90 per cent. Thus, instead of sending 
millions of dollars out of the country in payment of goods to 
supply the people, the dollars and with them the people are 
kept in the country manufacturing for the wants of the nation, 
and only about 12 per cent, of the wants of the country im­
ported, say $667,097,693, but the balance of trade remains in 
their favor, the exports being $740,513,609. Can we be along- 
side that great nation and not enthuse with their enthusiasm, 
ami chill with the influences that chill them, speaking one com­
mon language, enjoying almost similar climatic influences, with 
almost like freedom to make
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our own laws, with like machinery 
in our country and an intelligence and industry in no way 
second to that amongst their artizans 1 Why should Canada 
not advance in like strides in manufactures and in commerce 1 
They are advantaged in population ; we are their equals in 
enterprise and knowledge. They fulfilled the prophecy of the 
1 ivnch tiaveller of 1788 by building (not a canal) a railway in 
18 < 0 to connect the two oceans ; then they had a population of 
38,555,983. We have just completed a greater Pacific Bail­
way and our population is less than 5,000,000. Our merchants 

not mere jobbers amongst themselves ; they have always 
been large operators in the United States and elsewhere.

Our commercial interests and sympathies are so alike that 
with every financial pulsation of the nation we are in sympathy. 
They have had their financial panics and with them commercial 
disasters overtook Canadian trade. In 1837, after a time of 
wild speculation, expansion and depreciation of their currency, 
they were overtaken by a financial crisis of such severity that 
all the banks suspended payment, and we suffered with them.
1 he same again in 1857, in 1873, and in the crisis that we are 
nearing to its end. Thus socially, in commercial interests, 
sympathies and aims, we are as one people, with only the 
sovereignty of government and written lines of boundaries to 
maik us as two nations ; but these very interests and sympa­
thies, in connection with their magnitude, compel us to require 
that we have from our Government protection equal to that
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is the

they give their people.
value with theirs
ders in the upbuilding of the
Dominion, and we have had only
<*nt ’of tl,yPh t0l 1864 a“id f°1' 8°me time after> about 80 Per 

A^ew da a"d t

completed the taking nf tv • • , 1S ^nn had just
♦u • • . taxing ot their inventory of goods on .the,r inventory and their business fairly indefes the trade If
the country ; they had divided their business into £,L
Amencan and Canadian goods. The result s^pS me%td
he t ,d« d.0Ud’VUrpriSe y0U’ 10 learn that revolution in 

neither tL^ vT 80 f*4. within «‘e 1»‘ six yeam,E

hv„^ the result CyeaTbZiChaving dMo‘s^ “Jet Ifasnsnsfem ■— ■1 ■- « -
Th®,^1 ™Iu° of. productions of manufac- 

tures in the Dominion for the year 1881 was . 
he total eapita! invested in manufactories in t <
Dominion for the year 1881 

The number of hands 
for the year 1881

C0,°ny ?me bctween th« old manufacturing
tirelt BritoTfh 6|?Ci,a"y be‘wcen. the United States and 
both «,.+• ’ e ^rea^es^ manufacturing nations of the worldboth active competitors for the world’s trade ; the one built in-
free ET* bh *5® d<?tnne of Protection, the other by that of 
which toev Zf d0! me m0re aPP,icab|e to the countries to 
tion „ h y be °ng than 10 the other. The doctrine of protec- 

neC6SS,ty, ‘?.the United States with itsunLited 
îvT, i. r.î lact,ng only ‘he means to develop them. 
man,S7 ?ffered the re(I“i3ito temptations to the erection of
EEl, ’ “? C"pital seduced t” ‘heir towns, cities and 

I ra nea, the population that has made a great nation. England
the contrary was a developed manufacturing nation before
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the United States was conceived, and England was surfeited 
with a needy population of operatives that clamored for cheap 
bread ; the miseries of the potato famine in Ireland and Eng­
land made potential the cry and the arguments of the Cobden- 
ites for fiscal changes. Cheap bread to the cheap laboring 
classes of England was as necessary to the manufacturers of 
England as protection to the United States. England had no 
nation then to fear as a competitor in manufactures, and in 
declaring free trade in the pass’ ig of the Corn Laws it was a 
seeming concession to the starving artizans, with gain to their 
employers ; in that, by keeping down the cost of the necessaries 
of life, they were not obligated to advance on the purchasing 
value of the artizans’ labor, or lessen their own profits, in their 
trades as manufacturers.

The same incentives to the protective theory that actuated 
the early American people apply in stronger force for Canada 
to-day. The development of manufactures in the mother coun- 
t: and in the neighboring republic compel it, if we are to 
preserve that which has been already so well begun, and con­
tinue in development as a progressive people. Already we are 
producing goods the equal of any in the world ; we are said to 
have over-produced as a consequence of the tariff ; well, so also 
has the United States because of the tariff in that country ; so 
also has England because of, shall I say, want of a tariff in the 
mothei country. And what are we to do with our over­
productions 1
The United States exported their over-produc­

tions to the extent of...........
A ud England to the extent of

May Canada not have some of that trade 1 And if not, why 
not 1 The dream of the French traveller of 1788 has not been 
realized by the making of a canal across Nicaragua, but it has 
been talked of. A ship canal has been projected across Lake 
Tehuantepec, and a dauntless Frenchman is cutting a canal 
across the Isthmus of Panama, which he boasts he will sail 
through before the end of 1888.

The completion of these undertakings would undoubtedly 
revolutionize 3 trade of the world, but while yet they are 
trying to cut through Panama, and while still considering thfc 
other schemes, Canada, at one gigantic leap, has put herself into 
a position whereby, if her merchants and manufacturers are
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true to themselves, they may take the lead as the manufactur 
ers and carriers for the Pacific Ocean. manuiactur-
considered the extent of such 
countries of the Pacific there 
over

Gentlemen, have you
a trade 1 From the principal

situated"6^ W ^ “can^a, tVJd'way

nificenWino of^tT^nL^ * * W°r'd its 

ocean.
I have said much of the United States. The history of m o- 

gress in the United States has been the history of progress in 
Canada. Speaking the same language, washed by the same 
oceans, lakes and rivers, we are as one people in all but nation- 
«ility customers of our common productions with the 
aims and intents co-equally progressive. They first boasted 
three miles of railway in 1832, and almost immediately after 
Canada boasted a line of railway from La Prairie to St. John’s 
lhe oldest settled parts of the States first noted for their agri-
Iri ^ rdUCt101!8 bTame great as manufacturing centres 
driving the agricultural interests westward. The same re­
sult accrued to Canada, and to-day Canada in her North-West

I S™S’ * T"it0- th(L Pe°ple °f aI1 nationa* ca“ boast the 
1 hn.est\W1heat lan(!8 “ the world. The telegraph system was 

extended almost simultaneously over the two countries in 1847.
he Grand Trunk Railway was opened to traffic in 1852. The 

Allan Line of Steamships became regular traders in 1856, the 
Victoria Bridge was completed in 1859, the Atlantic Cable 
became an accomplished fact in 1867, and now last, greatest 
achievement of them all, the opening of the Canadian Pacific 
Kailway from ocean to ocean in 1885.

The march of progress in other railways, public and in 
private enterprises, during all those years was in keeping with 
the spirit of the people that produced such grand results, com- 
parable for a nation of few people with only the strides of 
neighboring republic.

lhe returns of the previously indicated countries disclose 
imports of goods that we produce, and the exports of the 
United States are of like kind to
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the carrier of the products of the old world, past our doors and 
- effort fco supply those markets from the productions2 ")t make an

ot Canada 1 The soil and the sea afford room for a large export 
of the products of sustenance, the earth and the forest the 
material for the manufacturers’ harvest. As we grasp after the 
distant and uncommon so do the people of the far off isles 
fer the furniture of

Keen 
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pre-
our native woods, even as we prefer the 

furniture of the woods of South America ; so is it in other 
articles of commerce. England holds supremacy in the manu­
facture of iron ; why should not Canada convert her ores to her 
own reqmrements and supply some of the requirements of the 
Australian trade ? We are possessed of some of the richest ore 
beds m the world, and the quality of the iron produced in Canada 
is equal to anything to be found. Unfortunately, injudicious 
choice of places for works in Canada have not led to financial 
success ; where success was more assured by the wants of con- 
sumers m proximity and shipping facilities good, no effort 
worthy of the name has been put forth for the development of 
the wee th of the mineral portion of our country. Within 
iwO miles of this city there is situated very rich ore land, ac­
cessible by our two great systems of railways. These mines 
have been developed and proved to be of a most valuable 
character, with an inexhaustible supply of timber for conversion 
into charcoal at a price so low as to allow of the production of 
charcoal pig iron at a price to compete with that for Scotch 
iron delivered in this Province. Nearly all the enterprises in 
Canada for the smelting of iron have been in the eastern 
1 rovinces all planted with such bad judgment as to be dis­
advantaged having no markets in their vicinity to take the 
products ; hence they had to turn their attention to this Pro­
vince, where consumption has always been greatest, and having
mll?n0tlt|hl rpi-ni facih.ties at their chosen points of smelting or 
rolling, the reightage in every case has been too great to allow
ofsuccessful competition with the cheaper, inferior foreign 

promoter generally of all these enterprises were 
nglish or Scotch, all practical men, attracted by the ores, over­

lavish in the expenditure for plant, thoughtless as to everv 

other consideration but the production of iron—in this the'v 
were successful but they had no thought for a market in which 
hey were to sell their products, and it 
nisi ness that they were unsuccessful.
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,™ l™le,s 11,0111 th™ manufacturers in the past We think 
of bus,ness as traders and not as producers neverthek™ 
have sure in the iron mines of Canad» greater wealth ihon t
f1n!n^,s°rrriTial bUSin4^

oi nineiais that lie within easy reach of Toronto beside 
our'feT’ tThemam ^ Vnvalued and unproducing wealth under
tantf wLnThlSCann0tvbe,alwayS; the time cannofc b®far Es­
tant when some practical capitalists will take and work for
domestic purposes and for export the iron in the vicinity of the
hippmg points of the country. The wants of our manu

facturera are growing so largo, the interest on foreign iron in
and 8the8fafl?at’ ^ dutl? chargeS and lights so considerable, 
and the failure m remedies for breaches of contract so .n eat
are all elements tending to make necessary more extensive°iron’ 
producing works in this country and m our midst

we

our

X
I

snlknft!, p * ™lon °f trado under difficulties, when to 
, steambo»t was to be ridiculed, when the ventures of 

our exporters were made without the aid of steam to lessen the 
hazards of futures, and without electricity to enlighten them as 
to the course of markets. We can look back to the ridicule of an 
influential pm i at the Atlantic cable and give a cheer for the 
promoters of that enterprise that has done so much for the

* ortheng,rmunication with the mother

We have had °„v financial reverses with remarkable regu- 
lunty of periodicity, each varying interval in its -eeming order 
of time but the season of depression through which we are 
passing has been comparatively free from failures ; traders have 
had many anxieties and a good deal to endure ; the absence of 
an Insolvent Act with its levelling procedure as a convenience 
to dishonesty and aid to wrong has tended to immunity from 
a!Iures ; men have struggled through who. under its procedure 

would have succumbed. Honest men only fail from adversity’ 
or miscalculation, or by the wrongs of others ; such men are 
entitled to the benefits of an Act granting them a discharge; 
but the long continuance of Acts from 1864 to 1879 familiar- 
ized our traders with its provisions, and they were oftener 
avaded of to procure an unjust settlement than to give a just 
distribution amongst creditors or relieve an honest unfortunate 
debtor. And now what of the future 1

coun-
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B The depression through which we are passing is said to be the 
result of over-production. This is undoubtedly true in part, 
but good is resulting from the economies we are obliged to 
practise. Production has been checked, while consumption 
overtakes the plethora of progress. Has that stage been 
reached ? 1 here is reason to think it is approaching to the goal 
of our hopes. Extremes meet, is an invariable truth. ~ 
Stapies of the world were never so low as at this time. The 
economical era may continue yet another year, but as true 
the aphorism that “extremes meet,” will we have a vigorous 
re-acjion and boom ot prosperity in the not very distant future.

THE RELATION OF CAPITAL TO LABOR.

(By Thomas Cowan, Galt.)
I he very title of this paper suggests an extended field of 

enquiry and investigation, and the exhaustive discussion of the 
,h etimn8h?P 8ul^jstnig between the two great factors in the pro-
sarilv take £,ealth’either Clonal or individual, would neccs- 

rily take in a wider range of observation than the limited
shall ath°fctfd f°r thS reading of these PaPera would allow. I 
shall therefore, not attempt to do anything further than indicate
nl o f/^Uiry an.d dlscussion> believing, as I do, that all the 
phases of this question are well worth the careful consideration 
and come peculiarly within the sphere of the deliberations of à 
manufacturers association such as ours is. There is no time for 
a mtica or nice definition of the terms “ labor ” and « capital ” 
.Suffice it to say they are both factors, if not the factors in one 
shape or another, in the production of wealth.

Labor has been simply defined as “ human exertion ” of all 
inds, skilled and unskilled ; while capital is wealth used to pro- 

< uce more wealth, and the returns resulting from these forces 
mav be called wages and interest, respectively, or, if you please 
pi olits resulting from the exertion of these two forces? Thé 
aborer and the capitalist alike look for returns which 

pected to be m some measure at least, proportionate to thp 
exertion put forth. Setting aside for the present all theories
Z"n'J,y P°1CU econo,uists as to what should, or would (i cer- 
ta n premuses were granted), or what may yet in the uture be 

relationship between these two forces, it is apparent to the
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importance that the relation between* what "" ?' the "tmoal 
latent and the active factor should h 7^ may he terraed the 
acter. Where mutual be of thn m«.f _l._
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annual loss on this head for the decade under consideration would 
be as much as $2,094,750. For the ten years, therefore, it would 
amount to $20,947,500. The two sums to the debit of labor 
and capital consequently amount to the total of $155,011,500 
for the decade, or at the rate of $15,501,150 p

represents a fair profit on a trade of thirty millions sterling . 
per annum (on Old Country calculations), which is wasted or 
thrown away. In this calculation there is no account taken of 
the serious and permanent loss to both employer in the transfer 
of business to the foreigner during these periodical disorganiza­
tions of the markets of supply. There is no record in all this 
of the extent and importance of the moral damage done by this 
industrial warfare. In order that such a costly and demoraliz­
ing conflict may cease, and that the interests of the employer 
and employed may be seen to be identical, many attempts have 
been made to harmonize the apparently conflicting interests, and 
many suggestions have been made as to the best possible form 
of an equitable division of the fruits of labor. To this end, co­
operation has been suggested, combinations have been entered 
into, Acts of Parliament have been passed, notably the “ Com­
panies Act with its “ limited liability ” clause, the whole aim, 
object and tendency of all of which has been towards co-opera- 
tion in one form or another, in the hope of obtaining associated 
capital to supply the “ sinews of war,” and to modify, if not put 
an end to, a ruinous industrial warfare. Nearly all writers I 
have consulted on political economy classify co-operation under 
three heads Co-operation of capital ; Co-operation for distri­
bution ; Co-operation for production.

Without attempting to argue the question I think this As­
sociation will agree with me in saying that legislation having for 
its object the “ co-operation of capital ” alone, while it may 
unite the capital of “ large and small investors in the pursuit of 
common objects on equal terms,” does nothing in the direction 
ot bringing labor and capital into closer relationship, and leaves 
still unsettled the debatable question of the rate of wages and 
the equitable division of the profits of industry between capital 
and labor. The associated capital deals precisely with these 
questions in the way which capital in the hands of one indivi­
dual deals with them, without taking into account its relation­
ship with labour.

“ Co-operation for distribution,” where confined exclusively
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ration, and where the laborer of to-day may, and often dues 
become the capitalist of to-morrow, there is really not much 
danger of those disastrous conflicts which have consumed alike 
the product of capital and of labor. Here it is undoubtedly a 
question of “ the survival of the fittest.” It therefore becomes 
the capitalist to guard well the powers entrusted to him, to be 
careful, energetic, cautious and considerate to those associated 
with him and without whose energies success would be impos­
sible ; and it becomes the owner of the labor estate to do like­
wise. Sir Morton Peto, in his “ Resources and Prospects of 
America,” says: “The equal distribution of wealth in the 
United States is certainly a marked feature of the nation • whilst 
there may be said to be no poor, the number is also compara­
tively few of those whom we would class as very rich.” A 
similar remark as applying to Canada has been made and reiter­
ated by our present Governor-General.

The problem of the age, well worthy of the best thought of 
the best intellects, is the more equal distribution of wealth The 
aim of our statesmen and thinkers should ever be to level 
rather than to level down and to keep open to all our people every 
possible avenue of success. Without undue egotism we may claim 
that our own Dominion is at least fully abreast of all other 
countries in this respect, but much remains yet to be done even 
here in Canada. Our Association has done something to pro­
mote this in the past, and it is my proud hope that it will 
tinue to lead the van in this direction, 
that all true greatness depends 
labor, for
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“ HI fares the land, to hastening ills a prey,
Where wealth accumulates and men decay.”

Keep all the wheels of industry in motion if you would have 
a prosperous and contented people, for—

“ Labor is life ; ’tis the still water faileth ;
Idleness ever despaireth, bewaileth ;
Labor is glory—the flying cloud lightens ;
Only the waving wind changes and '.tightens ;
Icli6 h©3,rts only th© durk futur© frightens *
Play the sweet keys, would’st thou keep them in tune.”
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niK MILLING INDUSTRY.

(R?/ William Lukes, Toronto.)
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wks considered a first-class mill, other tlia.ii the building and 
motive power, and even these, in some places containing 
valuable water privileges, have been abandoned in favor of 
steam power, located in positions more favorable towards 
efficient and economical freight and transportation services. In 
order to meet foreign competition and the public demand for 
superior grades of flour, it is estimated that within the last 
decade over three hundred Canadian mills have been equipped 
for the purpose, at an outlay of over three millions of dollars. 
So numerous are the mills of the Dominion that they are of 
sufficient capacity to manufacture the entire wheat crop of the 
country in less than sixty days, and estimating the proportion 
of the population of the Dominion at five millions, with a 
consumption of twenty-four million of bushels, the local or 
home market can be supplied within forty-five days.

The above statement may be surprising to many millers, and 
possibly questionable with others not acquainted with the 
subject, as to veracity or fact.

That the statement may be beyond controversy, I may say 
that according to the census of 1881, the number of mills in 
the Dominion were 2,407. Taking the minimum capacity of 
each mill at ten bushels per hour, with a continuous running of 
twenty-four hours per day, and estimating the crop of wheat at a 
little over thirty-two million bushels, it will be found to be a 
sufficient explanation of the above statement, which is ominous 
and suggestive of the present and prospective nature and con­
dition of the milling trade of the Dominion.

To have an industry capable of manufacturing all the raw 
material which the country produces in -35g65 days, required for 
its consumption, is suggestive of a very large amount of unpro­
ductive property, or an excessive employment of labor and 
capital necessary in producing required demands. There is a 
prevailing impression that the milling business is a very 
profitable one, from the fact that large amounts of cash are 
frequently turned over in the trade. In this error it may be 
safely said that there is not another manufacturing business in 
the country where a relative amount of capital is involved 
which does not show more satisfactory results. Millers rarely 
accumulate wealth, or retire from the business on a competency 
acquired from an exclusively milling trade.

Such being the case, taken in connection with the number of
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(5) The English market may he said to he free from duties 
on imports of flour, but there are many other obstructions 
forcibly confronting the Dominion millers for that market, 
which actually commence at his door on account of a preference 
by rail and ocean transportation companies for grain as freight 
rather than flour. To such an extent has this been the case 
where the nominal rates on flour from the seaboard to Liver­
pool have been fifty cents per barrel, wheat has been carried 
for nothing, while in some cases a premium has been offered 
for it, as the cheapest ballast obtainable.

American millers of the Western States have great advant­
ages over Canadian millers in reaching the English markets, by 
commanding positively lower prices for wheat and relatively 
lower rates on flour, and also being assisted by Canadian 
railways, who refuse to give proportionally favorable rates to 
our own millers.

The writer, having spent some time lately in England, made it 
his business to give attention to this question. The aggregate 
charges on flour, after landing in England, before it reaches 
the consumer, or even the baker, are astounding to the Cana­
dians, except those having an experience on the subject.

Among the charges which are inevitable are lighterage, quay 
dues, watching, weighing, insurance, cartage, shortage, com­
mission, etc., and the excessive railway charges are much 
above those on this side of the water.

The English millers oppose and throw all possible obstacles 
in the way of flour imports, also removing all possible hind­
rances to the importetion of wheat.

Another serious disadvantage is that mill offal cannot be 
shipped to advantage, or follow Canadian flour in the 
English market. The importer of flour in England, when 
endeavoring to make sales of flour to the trade there, is 
promptly met with the question, “ How much oflal per sack of 
flour can you supply.” Having none, he cannot sell ; as a 
consequence, in order to effect sales of flour, a less value has 
to be accepted than that obtained by the English miller for a 
corresponding grade, who is in a position to supply the pro­
portion of feed demanded. The unlimited demand and high 
value of mill offal is likely to continue to the advantage of the 
English miller. By way of a bit of information to our millers 
l may state that, during the two winters which I spent in
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