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WEEK'S EVENTS IN 14EVIEW 

DEPARTHENTAL'APPOINTMENTS:  The Secretary of 
State for aternal Affairs announced on May 19 
appointment by the Civil Service Commission of 

Léon Mayrand "and - Mr.; Herbert Owen Mora.n ,as 
Assistant Under:-Sécretaries of State for Ek-: 
ternal Affair's.; Mr.. Mayrand was formerly Head 
of theAmerican and Far Eastern Division_of the 
Department of.External Affairs and Mr.,•Moran 
was Special Assistant to the Under-Secretary. 

Mr. Mayrand was born. in Montrea1 : in - 1905. 
He was admitted to the Quebec Bar ,  in 1929 'and 
cibtained his diploma from 1/Ecole des Sciences 
Politiques  in Paris in 1931 and his doctérate 
of laws 'from: the University of Montreal in 
1933.  He was  on the staff of "La Patrie" from 
1933 to 1934. Mr. Mayrand joined the - Depart 
ment of External Affairi in 1934and has served 
in London, Rio' de Janeiro and Moscow as well 

, as in Ottawa .r He was a membèr of the Canadian 
DelegatiOn to the second part of the th'ird 
Session of. the United Nations General Assembly 
which has, just concluded its meeting at Lake 
Success. 

Mr. Moran was born in Peterboroush in 1908. 
A graduate of the University of Toronto, he 
studied at Osgoode Hall and was called'to the 
Ontario Bar in 1935; He practrsed law in 
Toronto.. Mr. .Moran served overseas  for  five_ 
and' a hall years and in 1945 hecame Officer 
I/C, Canadian Section Headquartérs, British 
Army of the Rhine.n He retired from the army 
with thé rank of'Colonel, joined the Départment 
and.became Head of the Economic'Division. He  

was  appointed' SpeCial Assistant to the Acting 
Under-Secretary of State for Eiternal Affairs 
in October, 1948. 

	

. 	• 	„, 

PRAIRIES CROP REPORT:  Continuad ,  dry weather 
and high - temperatures are causing Tapid de-
terioration .ipf moisture reàèrves throiaghotit 
the Prairie. ProvinCes. -  aréas ,of 
Saskatchewan and Alberta rai  is ur'gently . 

 needed té promètè 'gèrminatied and is generally 
needed. throughdut -the west to promote growth. 
Seeding ià well advanced' .  but has beeri :brought 
to a halt iri.many' area'à 'where drought is 
severe. Grasahoppars are hatching rapidly in 
many soiithern areas and .contrôl measurea are 
under way in the:most seriouély‘ affected diS :- 
tricts, acCcerding tb the EiUreau of Statistics! 
report of May 17. -• 

Growth of crops in .Manitoba 'has been very 
satisfactory to date. 'Reserve moisture is 
being rapidly depleted, however, and general 
rains are greatly néeded. 

While about 83 pér cent of Saskatchewan's 
wheat crop is now in the ground,• seeding has 
been brought' to:a halt in many areaS in the -
south, sotithwest and northeast of theProvinca,. 
where the moisture deficiency is particularly: 
severe.. ' • " 

Alberta suffered:'from viaim, dry, windy wea-
ther during the Paat week.: A general rai is 
needed- badly thréughout theProvince to: prénnote . 
germinatiôn. Moisture. suppliei'are fair to: 
gqod on -summerfallàiv  fields,  while, stable 

• seeded' fielda-: are' dry - 
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R.C.A.F. SUMMER TRAINING PROGRAM INCREASED WHEAT ACREAÔE ON_ÉRAIRIES 

LARGEST IN HISTORY: RCAF training centres 
across Canada are busy preparing for the, 
•largest peacetime summer training program in 
Air Force History, with more than 800 students 
from universities and colleges in different 
parts of the country ready to begin special 
summer courses shortly. Includedwill be over 
50 Air Force cadets from the Canadian Services 

This influx of university and college 
trainees will be in addition to normal year-
round training for Regular Force members, 
which is continuing at an ever-increasing 
tempo. The summer will also see the usual camp 
oeriods for Royal . Canadian Air Cadets, the 
resumption of flying training for air cadets 
,under  the  schOlarship -  plan, end Camp periods 
for the Auxiliary Squadrons. 

Largest single group from the'universities 
will be that comprising members .  of the"  Univer-
sity  Flights, "organized last autumn. Three 
hundred. cadets from theSe flights will . sPend 
uP to 24 weeks at variOus  PAF  Units receiving 
contact training in various technical trades. 
A total of 100 are expected to arrive shortly 
at Trenton, Ont., from Toronto University, 
McGill University, and the University  of West-
ern Ontario. Two-hundred more will report to 
Abbotsford,.B.C.,'from the Universities of 
Manitoba, Saskatchewan,'Alberta, and British 
Columbia, 

The University Flight cadets"will remain at 
"Trenton _and Abbotsford  for an 8-week introduc-
tory course,endwill then go to various units, 
according to their-  university course  and, the  
line of'Air Force:work-in: which they are in-
terested.•Members of  the University  Flights, 
upon successful completion .of their University 
course, and on, finishing three consecutive 
.summet training periods,, are offered commis-
nions  . in the Regular i • Auxiliary, or Reserve 
RCAF. Theyteceiye the -pay of Pilot Officer 
:during their sumffier training. • 

Well over 200 veteran RCAF officers,.most 
df . them former.aircrew,•-will return toAir 
Force stations under the Summer Employment 

going - into.its third year, Under this 
Plan, Veteran officers havingentered univer- 
sity after leaving the RCAF,-ard taken back 
during their'summer holidays on a reserve 

. 	• 

INDUSTRIAL EMPLOYMENT:-  Industrial employ-
ment.  in• Canada at the beginning of March was 
at a. slightlyAower level than nt February 1, 
according to data fUrnished the Bureau' of  
Statistics 4 19,938 leading firms in the 
eight major industrial.divisions whose working 
forces declined  0.7: per  cent in the month. 
The trend has been.downward at March 1 in 
neven•of the,last 10"years, the latest per-
centage loss being slightly greater than the 
average in the decade. 

basis, andare engaged in a line of work close-
ly - connected with their university course. Ch 
graduation from university they are retained 
as officers in the Regular, AüxiliarY or Re,-
serve RCAF. This plan is limited to those 
officer-veterans taking certain university 
courses and planning to retain their affilia-
tion with the RCAF, upon graduation. They 
return as officers for the summer training, 
usually one rank below that Which they held on 
discharge. 

Nearly 120 more University undergraduateâ 
will report to Air Force stations to receive 

- summer aircrew training as the University Air 
Training Plan goes into its third year. The 
University Air Training Plan - itself is 'Con-
cerned only with straight airdieW trainini - of 
university undergraduaten, eithough airCrew 
trainees are enrolled•ina University Flight, 
if.a Flight exists at  the Uni'vernitY which 
they are attending. • • 
• A total of 65  UATP cadets•will report early 

'in May for pilot training. Of  • these', 24 will 
go to Trenton, where they will receive first-
year flying instruction. The remainder, who 
have a/ready had one or two years summer pilot 
trgining,Willreport to Centralia,  Oit.  Accom-
panying the first-year trainees will be 30 
Air Force cadets fromlZoyat-Roade-andIbyal 
Military College 	, 	 , . 

Thirty-six more U/VI1E students will take 
radior officer training at Clinton;,  Oit.,  to-
gether with six Canadian Service Colleges 
(Royal Roads and Royal Military College) 
cadets. The Royal Roads and Royal Military 
College cadets, end:six of the  UAIP trainees, 
will, for dhe first time, betaking. the  radio-, 
officer summer training. - • 

The RCAF's Air  Navigation SchoOl:at_Summer- 
•side, P.E.I.,,will xeceive:16 UATP-trainees 
and 10dadets from the Canadian Services Col-
leges,alltaking  the navigation  offider  train-
ing  for' the first suffimer, 	• 	 , 
• The university students takingthe summer 

,f15ring  training  agree to accept,commissions Ln 
the Regular,.Auxiliary or Reserve RCAF after 
graduation  and-after successfUlly completing 
three nummer training peridds. .Both UATP' 
undergraduates and CSC  cadets  receLve officer 
rates of pay during the sumMer  instruction.  

• Despite the deé inè from February, the 
index "number of employment, on the base 19 26± 
100, was at a new high for late-  Winter, stand- 

ing at 189.2 compared - wieh 1905. at the first 
of February and 188.9 at March 1 last year. 
, Accompanying the minortecession.in employ-
ment generally at March ras comPared With 
February 1 Was a decrease'of 0.2 pér cent in 

the index of weekly"payrolls..As compared With 
March 1 last year, however, there wase rise 
of 9.5 per cent. 

.PIRST CROP REPORT:  *ith few  exceptions the 
spring season is considerably advanced threugh-
out Canada in . cemparison with a yearago, 
étates the Bureau of Statistics in the . first 
of its - 1949 series oftelegraphic crop reports. 

Seeding has commenced in the Maritimes - and 
, conditions throughout eastern, and central 
tanadaare favourable. -  In the Prairie Provinces 
Moisture - isdeficient over wide areas, partic= 
ularly in Saskatchewan and Alberta. Seeding in 
well advanced but rains are needed to promote 
germination and to allow satisfactory comple-
tion. J.n  British Columbia 'the  weather-has been 
warm'and seeding is ahead oflast year. Mois-' 
ture is generally ample and fruit,crop pros-
pects -are excellent. 

The growing season in the Maritime Prov-
inces is from 10 days to two weeks in advance' 
of laSt year. The land is drying rapidly and 
spring work is getting Underwayin-some areas. 
Seeding iS expected.to be general .  within the 
next week or two. - 
.EXcept in northern areas, seeding started 

around the first of May in moat sections of 
Q.lebec and has progressed. rapidly under favour-
able.conditions. Unusually warm weather has 
promoted rapid growth of meadows.and pastures 
which came through the winter'in generally 
excellent condition. 

> Early seaSon indications point'to excellent 
crop  prospects in Ontario in 1949. Fell wheat 
and fall i.ye wintered well and only moderate 
damage to hay and clover.meadows has been 
reported. 'Cool weather during April had a 
retarding influence on growth of fall-sown 

TRADE OFFICE'AT MANILA:  Opening of e new 
office of the Trade Commissioner. Service in 
the Philippines, at Manila, was announced on 
May 13 by the Minister of Trade and Commerce, 
Mr. Howe. 

F.H. Palmer, formerly  Commercial  aunsellor 
at Stockholm, will proceed to Manila th.is  
autumn to . open this ne* post, the 45th in a 
network of Canadian trade offices throughout 
the . world. 

Canadian trade with the Philippine Islands 
has inCreased from $1.8 million in 1938 to 
more than $16 million last year, $9.8 million 
.of which comprised Canadian - exports-Canada's 
principal imports from the Philippines include 
copra; manila fibre, cOconut and chrome ore. 

Among.the main products_tanada sells .  to the 
Philippines are wheat flour, 'canned fish, 
fertilizers,, lumber and newsprint,.apples and 
mining machinery. 

"Since . the end of the war, Canada has been 
the Philippines second most import source of 
supply", Mr. Howe stated, "and'it is expected 
that . Canadian sales to'this doller'marketwill 
expand as the'new republic develops".  

cereals, meadows and pastures but this was 
,more than offset by record-high temperatures 
in May. Deevelopment ,  of these crops since the 

of:MayIas Ieen - rapid and satisfactory 
yieldsareaoticipated. About half the intended 
iicreaga:of spring 'cropslad Ieen,seeded by 
April 30 and approximately 75 per cent by May , 
7. 

' , 	While official estimates on acreage.inten- 
' tions for the 1949 crops will net-be released 
until May 12, it is evident.that - significant 

) -increases in Wheat acreages and sharp declines 
in sowings . offlaxseed and rYe will Occur In 
Most areas of all three Prairie PrOvinces.:The 
proportion of intended acréages'seeded to date , 

 is far in.adVanCe of last year When . cold wet 
weather seriously delayed seeding operations. 
This year, however, the soil is extremely dry , 

 particularly over wideareas of Saskatchewan 
and Alberta, with precipitation both.prior to 
-and ,sub'àequent tà Apri“ :far below  normal. 
IMmediate rains arealready required in-Many 

- districts - to .Promote germination and growth: 
Although the growing season got:„awayto a 

slow start in British COltimbia this year-, it 
.has now-advanced to the point . where it.is  
considered to be about average,- .During the 
past week-the weather hàs beensenerally warm 
and the seeding of wheatand:coarse grains'id 
considerably ahead ofthat of a. year. ago ... 
Moisture stipplies appear to'be ample :inall 
districts eXcept:the- Okamagan;*hereirritation 
has - beenstarted on the lighter sOils.'Present 
prospects for frùit crops are excellent. •.- 

• _ 	. 	 • . 
.. F.H. Palper, of HalifaZ, attendedlimalhOusie 

University and received his B.Sc:. (Civil 
Engineering) ,  degree from Nova Scotia -Technical 
College. During. World War 1, - he.served Over. 
seas with'the Royal Canadian Artillery, and 
wasawarded the M.C.' joining the Trade Commis* 
Sioner Service in 1921, hehas been stationed 
in,Ne* York, Rotterdam, Milan, Oslo, Bristol. 
Melbourne and-Chungking. His.present  post.  is 
'Stockholm, where he is Chargé-d'Affaires A 
keen  sportsman,  Mr. Palmer helped to introduce 
the  game of Canadian ice hockey.  to Norway, and 
at one time was: amateur golf champion of that 
country.. . 

YUKON OLD AGE PENSIONS:  An agreement pre-
viding for the first time for the paYment of 

'old age and blind pensions Ln the Yukon Terrie 
tory haS just been signed, the Minister of 

. National Health.and Welfare, Mr. Martin, 
announced on May 13. • - 

r, 	"Nith the completion Of an-agreement with 
the YUkon.Territory, the-benefits of the 
federal Old Age  Pensions  -Act now.extend to 
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:every province aricUterritory.of Canada for the 
- first time since the.Act was.passed:in 1927," 

. Mt. : Martin stated. 
!- Underthepresent agreement.'signed by.j.E. 
Gibben.CommiSsioner.for the Yukon Territory, 
and effective from'April 9, the - basic rate of 
pension. is $30.Per month. Ihree-quarters of 

- the cost:of pensions ià.payable - bythe federal 
Government. About 1201>ersons are . estimated to 
.be eligible for Pension. 

Extension of penàion,payments to the Yukon 
is expeçted to add about $32,000 annually to 
the federal pensions budget.. 

Mr. Martin pointed out thatthemegotia-
. tions witlr.the Yukonlarritory were conducted 
prior to the recent amendment to the Cdd Age 
Pensions Act.  By that amendment. the maximum 
basic pension to which.the federal Government 
could contribute.was raised from$30-to $40 

:monthly with the - federal share continuing at 
75 per cent: . 

%R.  LAPLECHE'S APPOINTMENT:  The  Secretary 
of State for External Affairs, Mr. Pearson, 
minounCed on May 12 the- appointment of Major- . 
Ceneral the Hànourable L.R. LeFlèche, 
as High Commissioner for Canada - in Australia 
to Succeed Mr.Kenneth  A.' Greene,  
is returning.to  Canada. 	' 
•- i  General LaFlêche haerbeen - Canadian:Ambas-
sador in Greece -since 1945 and during the 
:latter part of his service.was Dean of the 
Diplomatic Corps in Athens. Hé served with 
distinction  in the First Great ,  War and was 
later President of the-Canadian Legion of the 
British Empirè Service.League.- In 1932 he was 
appointed - Deputy Minister of National Defence . 
and in 1940›waseppointed Canadian «Military 
Attache in France. General.LaFlèche was Deputy 
Minister of the.Eepartment of . National War 
'Services until 1942when he was.appointed 
Minister Of that Department. 

'General LaFlèche will leave Athens in juIy 
and will visit*Cariada en route,to his new post; 

Ont. now retired. 
Tile trophy was-donated by the late Ealàell 

MoKee of Pittsburg, Pa., a wealthy aviation 
enthusiast who made the first . Trans-Canada 
flight - by sea-plane, in 1926. .  Fldwas accom-
panied by  Air  Vice Marshal A.E. Godfrey, MC, 
DFC, of Gananoque,* Cont.•, new retired. McKee 
established the award in recognition of the 
welcome and assistance givenhim by the RCAF 
during his fl ight, 

•This year's winner,FlO . West, is a wartime 
veteran with'More than .2000 hours of flying on 
Search and Rescue operations alone: He has 
taken part in many mercyMissions on the East 
Coast, including two flights made in january, 
1948, .to Mutton Bay and Harrington Harbour, 

on the north shore of the St. Lawrence._ 
Both these flights, - to evacuate persons  re-
qulring  were made 
under extremely difficult'conditions and their 
successful completion resulted in the award of 
the Air Force Cross to F/0 West. He . had pre-
viously won the DistingUished Flying Cress for 
wartime flying operations on the East Coast. 

.111r■■■•■ 

AMBASSADOR OP/1MM:  The  Departrnerit  o f Ex.. 
ternal Affairs announced that me. Manuel Cacho-
Sousa presented on May . 12 - to His Excellency 
the Covernor Ceneral at Covernment House, his 

:Letter of Credence as Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of Peru. 

The Secretarie of State for External Affairs, 
Mr . • Pearson, •was present.. :Dr . Teodosio - Cabida, 
Minister-Counsellor of the-EMbassy of Peru, 
Mr. -Cesar A.. de la Fuente, First Secretary, 
and Dr.  Jose Alvarado - Sanchez, THFrdSecretary, 
accoMpanied the Ambassador. 

Mr, Howard Measures, Chief of Protocol, 
Department of External - Affairs, presented Mr. 
Cacho-Sousa to His Excellency the Governor 
Ceneral. - 

Mr. Cacho-Sousa sitas'for some*time'Deputy 
for Cajamarca and Vice-President of the Chamber 
of Eeputies of Peru. 

TffREE-YEAR AGREEMENTi,  Continued operation 
of the North Atlantic Ocean Weather ship net-
work was assured on May 11 when member states, 
of the International Civil Aviation Organiza-
tion signed an agreement tocover the operation 
of the network for a three-year period from 
July 1, 1950. The agreement provides for ten 
stations to  be operated by 25 ships of the 
following nations: • 

There will be a financial adjustment among 
participating nations •with Belgium paying 
$100,000. (£25,000) annuallyandDenmark paying 
$92,000. (£23,000) annually to Norway toward 
the cost of operation of one station off the 
Norwegian coast. Anothertwonations 7 Ireland 
and Portugal -- will make cash contributions . 

 of 54,000. ,(£1,000) eadh annually tobe applied 
toward the scheMe in general. 

The 10 stations.of - the network will con-
tine to supply the, meteorological data, com-
munications and rescue services now'being 
provided for North Atlantic air traffic, under 
an ICAO agreement written in London in 1946 
and expiring June 30, 1950. The old agreement 
provided for 13 stations but was never fully 
implemented. The new agreement will re-locate 
the stations for increased efficiency and 
economy of operation. 

JIhdocean weather ship agreement resulted 
from one of the three conferences held con-
currently inLondon by ICAO-Another conference 
adopted-a plan for international financing of 
meteOrologicalfacilities in Greenland and a 

Loran (long range radio navigation aid) station 
intheFaroe Islands. The Government of Denmark 
which has been operatingfhese-facilities ai 
the recommendation of ICAO states to'a far 
greater extent than required ...by:its:own air 
services in the region, appealed to the Inter-
national Civil Aviation Organization for 
financial  assistance in  maintaining them. The 
following nations have agreed to join in the 
Scheme; Belgium, Canada, Denmark, France, 
Iceland, Netherlands, Sweden, United Kingdom, 
and Uhited States. 

The Council of ICAO is empowered by.thè 
agreement to work  out the details with tht, 
Government of Denmark and to supervise opera,:  

- tion of the scheme. For expenses incurred in 
this-operation until the end of 1949, the 
Danish Government will receive $1,770,000 
(8,530,000 Daniàh kroner). As from January 1, 
1950 the nations concerned will reimburSe 
Denmark for 90% of - the costs of operation, 
estimated for . 1950 at $770,000, (3,700,000' 
Danish kroner). The participating states will 
bear this financial burden on the basis of 
their share in North.Atlantic air traffic.:. 

The third conference considered a request 
from the Government of -Greece for assistance 
in the rehabilitatiOn of Ellinikon'airport 
(near Athens) and other air navigation facil-
ities in Ceeece. The appeal .  was referred .back 
to the ICAD Council for fiirther consideration. 
Participating in this meeting were Denmark, 
France, Greece, Ital Y,  Netherlands, Sweden, 
Turkey, United Kingdom and United States. 

Chairman of the conferente and Of  the Ceeek 
meeting was Sir Frederick TYmms (United King-
dom); Chairman of the'Greenland and .Faroe 
Islands meeting waà Dr. Paul-David (United-, 
States) and of the weather ships meeting Mr. 
C.S. Booth (Canada). 

JCR'« TROPHY'AWARD:  The  Minister of National 
Defence, Mr. Claxton, on May 13, announced the 
award,of the.McKee Trans-Canada Trophy for 
1948.to Flying Officer R.B. West, EFC, AFC, of 
Canning, N.S., one of the RCAF's outstanding 
Search and Rescue pilots. Now engaged on re-
cruiting duties at Rivers, Man:, WO West was 
employed on Search. and *Rescue operatiens  on 
the East Coast from the War's end until last 
February. 

The McKee Trans-Canada Trophy has leen 
-given annually since 1927 for meritorious 
service in advancement of aviation in Canada, 
and  the award to P/0  West  marks'  the third time 
it has been won by a serving* RCAF *officer. The 
award for 1946 was won by Croup Captain Z.L. 

«Leigh, OBE, FD, now Group Commander-of the 
:Ars Vancouver Headquarters. IthadpreVious-

ly been won in 1934.by Flight Lieutenant (now 
Group Captain) E.G. Fullerton. AFC, of Exeter, 

D.P.'S SATISFACT(WW:  Displaced Persons have 
found working  conditions  in the mines of North-
ern  Ontario and çuebec highly-satisfactory and 
have proven themselves able and willing em-
ployees, the Minister of Labour, Mr. Mitchell, 
stated on May -  11. 

Mr . . Mitchell referred to a report of the 
general manager of a large C:ntario gold mine 
which showed that 84.per . cent of the 172 D.P.'s 
secured *through the Canadian Metal Mihing 
Association had completed their contract  and  
92 per cent of all ELP.'s employed. weWstill 
with the company. in addition, 53.D.P.'s who 
had coMpleted their contract with timber : com-
panies, etc., had applied-for and been given 
employment at this-mine. • 

The manager said,wWith very few exceptions, 
these men have demonstrated their appreciation 
of the opportunities afforded them ina-free 
country." 

FIVE D.P.'S DEPORTED:  The Minister of Labour, 
Mr. Mitchell, annobnced on May 16 that he'had 
been „advised by the'Canadian representative of 
the International àefugee Organization that 
five persons brought to Canada from Displaced. 
Persons Camps had been returned to the camps. 

The persons héd been deported for lack of 
co-operation and, the Minister stated, 
they had not measured up to the,requirementé 
of their occupations and their physical back-
ground had not been fully dIsclosed before 
coming to Canada. 

Mr. Mitchell stated that out of the thou-
sandà of worker's Who had been brought to this 
country from the D.P.' Camps,  there were very 
few cases where it was necessary to send them 
back. The vast majbrity of these new Cànadians 
have . proven themselvds- to.be faithful and 
conscientious workers but in a few cases there' 
has been evidence that kindness and considera- 

tion has been taken for weakness and in such 
cases the persons will be returned. 

"CRESCENT"  HOME-BOUND:  H.M.C.S. "Crescent"' 
is on the way home to Canada, it was announced' 
by Naval Headquarters on May 12. 
. Despatched on a cruise to the Far East on 
January 28 to be available to assist in the 
evacuation of Canadian citizens shOuld that 
prove nécessary,'the éhip has since been  in'  
Chinese waters. The Canadian Ambassador to 
China has now reported that all Canadians 
desiring to leave have had ample or7prtunity 
and that no useful purpose would be served by 
having the "Crescent" continue  to stand by.. 
Accordingly, the "Crescent" is returning to 
Canada where it will take Part in the Navy's 

• summer•training program. 
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ICAO THIRD ASSEMBLY :  The Third • Assembly,,of 
the International 'CiVil Aviation Organization 
will be held ,in MOntreal, 'commencing june 
1949. Its duration ià expected -fo-  b'è between 
two and three weeks. ' — . • 

The Fourth Seasion, of the IC.iNO Legal Com 7.' 
mittee Will be held in Montreal -at - the same 
time  On the •aeenda are  sùch matters as Revi-
sion of the Warsai -  and Romr é• -CeinVentions, the 
legal aspects.of search -',: asSis'Éance and iesçué 
and the  avoidance' 6f double 'irisuranCe require-
merits. ' - 

r• 

CANSO ENGINEERING' FEAT :  G'overnMent approval 
has been given to -  a contract authorizing Foun-
dation Maritime -LiMited of Halifax-to make test 
borings., in the Strait of Cansé where thé eight 
piers of prOP`osed low-level railway and ,vehic-
ular bridge 'will be construCted, accordind .to 
an•-announceMent by the Miniàter of Transport, ' 
Mr. Chevrier. The test, boringS 'will consist of 
drilling' holes On.-:the centre line of the pro- -  

. posed bridge', and,  the Miniiter ‘said that  the  
work will start next month andlis erpecteard 
be completed before the close of navigation: 

Making, the tésborings,.will each provide 
an  engineering feat,.. inasmua ..as the -average 
depth ,of,' the' water at  low tide is 185. feet, 
'added,,to which 'is' the strong tidal currents 

•  and the ris and  fall.of v,rater levels. 
• TO Maké'the - tests-wilrrequire anproxinaeely 

• , 19.0;•fee,t'Of -- taSing to '4: loWered, weighing 
about 46 tbhs, and the erection of a .  working 

'1-platform ,on w.hich to mount the'dri I 1 ing, machin-
ery,  'The tet borings wilrbe carried out 

•- inside the casings; thrbirethe overlying, soil 
and to.  a---•  depth  of  • tén feetinto the bed,rock 
to ensuie ..a 'foundation 'suitable for the bridge 
piers.,,. 	 , 

AZ the  Part'icular site selected, for ' the 
,bridge.„ - Whicli -isylocated beeween Cape Porcupine 
_on: thé- main-tand-- , and Balache Po-int :On Cape 
, Breton Islend ,. • the 'Strait  of  CanSo is  only 

3, 000 feet - in • width ,Yhen completed, ieié Si idge 
will WaVe a• -clearancé- ›.6f 14 feet at high tide ' 
and will have a 'vertiéal lift span Close to 
the Cape Breton shore, providing a Clearance 

feet for the passage of shipping.' 
Re=-allOéation of railway lines and highways • 

in the area will be Undertaken with Canadian 
'2' • Natin vo,a1 Railway -,and provincial highway en-,. 	_ 

	 • 

NEW
, 

 ARMY' RADIO :,  "Ham" radio operators and 
others interested wireless cOmmunicaticins 
this week will get : what is probably their 

:. first look at  th  è Canadian Army's ne.-,/ "29  set' 

 -,- _a rictio set ,that., according to one -- Army: 
Si;eials officer, iS "far.ahead of. anything - the 
Army_Kas had to date": - 

ThrVsetV will be exhibited in. Army Week 
displays by.a nuMber of Army units across the 
country. -  Trsinedoperatorwill demonstrate 
its capabilities:' 

Designed to- supersede the well-known Army,  

• 

Pathological Chemistry, who is now in' the 
United Kingdom studying thélates,t developments 
in. hormone 'research. 

Both projects will be carried out in the 
Banting Institute, University of lOrônto, and 
in the affiliated tèa'ching hOspitals Of the 
Univer.3ity. 

RAILWAY REVENUES:  Continuing the gains of 
éarlier.months, railway revenues and expenses 
;reached all-time record, totals for the month 
in February. 'Operating expenses 'exceeded the 

,, relative advance in revenueS, resulting in a 
, decrease in net operating revenues. - • 

,. According to the Bureau of Sttistics, 
:opera.ting revenues in Febrliary' totalled  $65,- 
970,000,  up '10.5 per cent over the same month 
last ,year.. Operating expenses advanced from 
$58,627.',000 to 565,771,000, • an  increase of 
1.2,2 per cent, and the net.operating revenues 

' were $199,400 compared with $1.',086,000. 
, 	Ffeight revenues iMproved $6.,559,000 
;' '13.7  per cent  o've'r, the same month of 1948 to 

or  

(C. W. B. May  20,  1949) 

.NElei USE FOR GEIGER COUNTERS IN .PROSPECTING 

punuc HEALTH.. RESEARCH  : • Grants totalling 
more than $18,000.have been approved by ,  the 

, Department of -National Health. and Welfare for 
,,public . health•.research work. at the University 
..of Toronto, the Minister, Mr.Martin, • announced 

on May 17. 
. 	The funds, which are being allotted under 

the federal health  plan, are to initiate twO 
-.projects, through the purchase of laboratory 
equipment. • 

The first deals with the study of the clin-
ical uses of isotopes in the therapy of certain 
types of maligpant disease and other types of, 
disease that may Iend themsel,ves to this kind' 
of treatment. 

No work as yet' .has been done in Toronto 'in 
, which radioactiVe,is,otopes have been used 
either, in tracer, studies or fo -É - therapy„ Mr. 

>Martin stated,, A sPecial lakoratory and equip-
ment will be required  for the work-  which he 

. described  as "an important  new  approach-to the 
diagnosis  and  treatment_ Of 'disease. 'tribe study, 
expec`teci to  tale  from three to - four years, 
will begin.  about  Jlily, under the direction of 

•Dr. J.:A. Dauphinee, Professor of 'Pathological 
Chemistry, - 	. 

The second project Will concern the study 
of hormones and their relation to disease- in, 
humans and the application of this knoWledge 
to clinical problems. It will be directed by 
Dr.' A.G. Gornall, Assistant Professor of 

weighs-only one pound and fits into the pros-
- pector es -  pocket. 

The second step was 'to design an instrument 
that would not only detect surface deposits 
of radioactive  minerais or analyze the core 

• recovered from diamond-drill holes, but also 
explore the depths of the drill hole itself 
if, as it often happens, the core crumbles= and 
is lost. 

The third step. was to find out whether( 
such a miniature Geiger-Mueller probe would 
function properly when' lowered. into drill 
holes by means-of a cable which sometimes has 
to be over a thousand feet long. The final 
step was to eliminate, the interference from 
the cable itself since, by the capacity of the 
eable,'• the voltage 'pulse from the Geiger-
Iviueller tube is weakened ancidisto•ted. Success 
came at. last only' recently.when it was ,  dis- 

• covered that the resister coil in all circuits 
was needlessly large -and it was found that. the 
power of the - resister coi/ couldibe reduced to 
-almo'st One-hundredth ,  of its previous -;pow-  er. 

By this innovation, the PhysiCS Division of 
the National Research Cduncil will be able to 
build the first foe-  Iproof drill‘hole - prébe, 
to modernize and siffiplify all other 'Geiger-
counter designs,' and thus to coritinué in the 
vanguard of tho se' who ' cOntribuée most • to he 

'prosPecting for radibactive 'minerals. 

, LAROUR LEGL' SLATION'ADMINISTRATORS:  In. we I-
'co,ming delegates to the' Eighth Annual Con-
ference Of the Canadian .  Association of .Adniin-
istrators of Lahour,Legislation, 'Whith opened 
in Ottawa on May'  16, Arthur MaCNamara, Deputy 
Minister of Labeai•. dakect the delegates to 
consider' the  Possibility . of a national - con: 

 fererice On  accident  prevention Sirr4ir ,to the 
conference 'called - by Piesiderit'Truman in 
Washington  earlier rhis yeai-. ' 

'The 'Canadian'AasoCiatiOn Of AdMiniatrators 
of Labour Legislation consis -ts,o' f all. federal 

, 
 

and provincial  dePartments or, boards  charged 
with the administration  of-- "any -  labour  law  and 

 has  as  its'objectiVé thé promotion of higher 
- standards  Of - fàfpolir ra"w administration and 
enforÈemérit. InCIUded• is  the promotion of 
'greater uniformity in ihelegisiative standards 
of-  the  provinces through the eXchange• of  in-
fo'imatiori and annual conferenCes. The 'wàrk of 
organizing the annual cônference is carried 
out by the federal. Department of I...about. 

(C%If. B. May 20, 1949) 

tt19"-set used ,  throughout the war as. standard 
Éank and vehicle equipment in  action,  the 
"29" set differs in- many,respects but mainly 
in that •it is lighter, is .fully automatic, 
and has five to six :times. the Dower of the 
older set. It ià exactly.thesaMe size and 
occupies no more space than the "19" set. Foiir', ' 
elertric ,  motors, permitting_. -automatic:.tuning, - 

 are installed,within the fram'e in 'addition •to 
the two dynamotors which power the  'set--  One 
the 'receiver, -  the àther the tranamitter. • 

Where the "19" se t . had  a . -Maximum  power  
output of  57-6 watts, the new Set l has'an'outp•  tit ' 
of approximately 25 watts. Range of the earlier 
radio was roughly 10,15 miles but the new' 
sets will function:readily up to 50 Miles and' 

 up to 1.00 miles under certain  conditions.  

MOTOR VEHICLE SALES:  Sales  'of new motor 
vehicles -- below 1948 levels in the firsÉ two 
months of the year — jumped sharply upward in ,  
Marth, increasing 18 per cent in number and 29 

Per cent in value éver theCorresponding month 
last year. The  month's gain, was due mainly to 
larger sales' of passenger, Cars. , During the 
first three 'months of this year, sales roSe 
six- per cent in number_ and 17 per cent  in  
dollar value above the.,siirril -ar period Iasi , 	. 
year. 

According to the Bureau, Of Statistics-.àales 
in March : totalled '24 ,637,units retailing  for 

 $52,359,305 compared with 20,,974 Which -sold 
for $40,688,378 in ,  Maxçh,` .1948..ln the first 
quarter of this year,_ sales of  50,625 units 

I f  for $108,524,877 compared With 47871 vehicles  
1 for $93„180,503 a year,eàrlietr: -. 	, 

The. number of passenger cars: soldip,..March 
was 16,970 -  with a retail  value  of , $35;791,018 

25 per 'cent higlier * in -number and.f39 per 
i! cent in value'than.the  13,540  sold-' for.  $25, — 
r` 66S, c23  year earlier. Theré'Were.7,594 trucks 

sold in -lvlarch valued at $15; 277, 44S, compare d 
With 7,375 units with a -, value  of.$14,.b62,789 
laSt year  a gain of  three  per  cent :  in . ntimber 
and nine per' cent in va ue. Buses so ild in 
March_this year totalled 73 -vehicles With a' 
retail ; vValue Of $1490,839 Compared With 59 

$1,016,166 the year.before, up 
24 per cent in' number and 27 per cent in. va lue. 

. 	, 	.•, 	. 

RADIOACTIVE ORE; HUNT:  ; As the new prospect- 
: ing•season gets underway, , thé; search for:: 
. radioactive materialeis. being. resumed. Before , 

the war, discovery 'of radioactive ore had been 
.a hit-and-miss affair, based mainly on -  visual 
observation. Now,-,ho'wever;• the Geiger-Mueller 
'tube,  • which -  registers even trace amounts o f.  
radioactive substances, has Made systematic 

, radium and uranium. prospecting Possible. 	. 
, 	The Division of - Physics of the National 

Research Council of' Canada- is doing.pioneer 
.work on • a radically new design,. which Weath- 
erea its first field • trials successfully last 
year and should soorrbe ready for commercial 

1 uSe. 	 V - 
) •  The new instrument is  the logical outcome 
-? of a development whirh has been taking place, 

step, by', step, in the 'radiology sectinn of the 
Division of -Physics., nile the:Geiger-Mueller 

, tube, iitself, is smalU its power requirements 
-, at first. were disproportionately great and 

men were ne0ed to carry:the hea,vy appara- 
, tus.. The firs't step of the; scientists handling 

ihis_problem Was to reduce the weight. Port- 
' able Geiger-Mueller counters were madepossible _ 

by  the  new miniaturiz'ing technignes -  used in 
the Construction  of  eleCtronic çircuits. Some 

 ',-méders of'•Geiger'Obunters built now in the 
:Physics Division:Weigh .only: Six to eleven 

poundà -',:'and one model is so  compact  that  it 

6 
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1 
total -$54, 535,000',', 'While express „ros.e 	9 per 
cent.T,PasSenger ,fares were dov..n $2000  or  

i 4 j,  per cent  . to  312 .000;  'whilemail' declined-
slightly and all. - other.  revenue  adcoUrit reCedècl 
11.6  per  cent to $2, 552;000. • 

; 	Tonnage;oDrev-enue . .freight 'carried' was &kWh., 
:2,7-per 'cent at '12; 28 5';000:against" 12,6 23,000,. 
While', revenue tonnage'mileage' . drOP.' péd by 3.1. 
per  cerit  The nuMber Of fare' paSsengers agz . 

 gregated 2,769;000 coMpared with'2,954t000 a.„. 
year-ago, a decline of 6;2 per cent; 'cirkkile the 

.revenuepassengér mileage fell. 7:3  per cent 
 -Empty freight tar:mileage regidtered  a  sharp 

increase over the preceding FebruarY, climbing 
24;2 per cent, or  acimi . 112,660,000  Miles, while 
16ided mileage' declined  six per  bent. 

‘Total pay • eon.; advaridéd' from $33,952,000 to 
$38,819,000 or--14:3 per cent, and the number 
of employees remained relatiyely ,unchanged. 

.• , • 	- . 	. 	• 	 • 

'RON' 	AND' 	STEEL -  PRODUCTION  :  Canach:an' iron 
and steel _prOdudtiOn dontinùed i.ts 'upward 
climh ,during March ne.v menthly peaks; being 
reaéhed for pig iren 'and .  Steel ingots.' 

Pig -Iron 'output 'for  the  Month - aMOunted to 
2)2,130 tons, ,'sharPly'',.aboVe last year's output 
of 172,675 tona-,::.acCorditieto  figures  released 
by the Bureau OfStatiStics: -  ClkinulatiVe output 
for the first three months of this y,earivas 
557,9 28 torts itrv inerease . 'iif..14,0à8 tOns over 
.the cemparable -presétion Of 483;840; tons 
1948. -"Ferro- alloy•bUtpUt 'in March, also r .e.gis-. 

 tered à sharp.' . gain,'ftOialling. - 22;'457'tons  as  
-.. 5 against 14;'293  a  year earlier malCing'the 

three-eiOnth. production  66', 101 tond compared 
with 43, 241 tons  for  jeriiiary=Marel 'last' year 

•' Combined outputof Steel ingoiS'ria Castings 
•,in  Mach rose.to-'a htgh level 'aggtegating 
-.298,46 1  toris  as  CoMparecf With . 236 ., 26 tOna-

last yéar. PrOdtiCtion . 'fOr the three months 
totalled, 842,439' tons' against . 78 2,398 tons 
last.year.' Steel'- : inget output Was .recorded at• 

• 287,885 'tons cOtripared 'with' 27 5;349 a .year 
• earlier', and  for 'the three Months 812,..881.  tons 

comiiared with- 753;300.: Steel Castings in March 
. fell ,  to -10,•576  tons  ' from' 10,677 tons.last 
year,: While  the  ctimtilatiVe -, OutPUt .for the 

.first -quarter'inCreaséd ,  to  29,558  tons  from 
29,008 tons a"year ago.' 	- 

BORDER  TRA FÉ I C: 	Jt-r-d-f f 	c roSS'in g 
..the internationaf - boundary into danada . during 
March was-  Siic-,Per ,  Cent heavier- than in the 
same month ,  last 'year, - àééerding to  the  13ure'aù 
of Statistics:7 The:increase' Was . 'dtke't6 greater 
volume of Canadi?initraffiC:returning from' the 
United States whibh rose 23 Per  cent United  
States traffiC enteting -  Canada-  shOwed:  a  ,minor 
deérease of less -  than'One Per'cent. , 

Firstquarter --tcrtals..fOr r'iliia year place 
highway -border , crOsSingi at '1,327,000,, shoWing 
an advance •ciI , 712-Per: cent oVer' the  Same period 
of  1948 As  in liida'rclli• ;a-  large Part' Of the rise 
was due to incr-eaSed - vOlue t Of returning 
Canadian 'traffic, up fré,m 327,700' a year agd 
to 4Z7 , 400. 

AtiY 20, 1949) 

FARM' PRICES:  'the index nuMber-  of 
f 
 . arm p rides, 

-.oîàgricultural prcklucts continued its general 
,ed,dwIlward trend in ''Mar -ch, ék; reach ità7loweat 

level since May - last•Year:' The Peak fO sr this 
index tvas regiatered- in August last year. At 
the March' level:, the  index  was 1..7  p6inrehelow 
that 6f February; 12-.9 'points below'Augùst, 
but 3,6 -points .aboveiMaY and  10.9.'porras high-; 
er than-  in March last year , 

The index for Mardh thii-  year, on the base  
1935-39,  Was 251.1 cOmpared with 252.8 in 
February and 240...2 in March a year ago., As' 
compared with the preceding . month there were 
increases in prOvinial indexes  for Alberta 

,..-and BritiSh,Columbia,  but  déci.ines  ii the 
remaining proVinces,  hile in the 12.rnonths 
there were increaséS in •all  provinces  except 
Prince:Edward Ialancl'and New Brunswick. 

Compared with a year ago, ,Merch,'pris were 
higher.for all agricultural .-produts.  included 
in  the  general - irides except grains, potatoes, 
vegetables - and furdt-COmpared.with,the preced-
ing mohth,  the.  de:Cline Of,--1.7, Points „was 
largely attributable to-a 16Wering of,prices 
for  dairy products and poultry and-eggd. 

iWORLD GRAIN 'EXPORTS t  World. expOrtS Of, grain 
.and grain products :during the 'firat rhalf,:of 
the current •crop season were nearly ?  fivey per 
cent greater than in the corresponding-period 
of  the previous (1947-48) season, ..totall.ing 
17938,600 long :tons (in erain equivalent)..as 
against 17, 110,.000 long tons. 

Approximatelj, 73 per.,  Cent.  of -thià season's- 
total consiated, of breadgrains,, . 	. 

namely wheat, 'including floUr, andrye. Uports  
.these 'amounted .to  13; r  mil lion tons com-

pared with 12.6 million tons in the first half .  
6f the 1947-48 Year,' according, to  the Bureau -"s 
monthly review of the -Wheat situation.,•Ship-

,ments from thelJnited States. accounted ,for 
55;6 per cent of the breadgiai# total . compared 

, With' I  55  per cent the previotis- year.- Canada 
-Supplied 21.1 per cent against 23.8 per cent; 
Australia, 12.9 compared with  six per cent; _ 
Argentina, 4. 2' (10.9); and all Other countries, 
6.2 (4.3)-'per cent..  

COST OF ' LIVING  :  Cos't-o 1 iv ing  indexes for  
four of the eight regional cities recorded 
increases during March; tWo were unchanged and 
two moved lower, according to the Bureau of 
Statistics. Further. recessionin food 	ices,. 

; notably: butter  weredounter---41anded by  in-
creaSes: in clothing, -homefurnishings 	 ser- 
vices 	and rentals.» . . 

• 
WHEAT STOCKS :  Stocks, of Canadian wheat in 
store or in  transit in"-North,raerica at mid-
night  on  May " . 5 amounted to 113, 330,060 bushels, 
dOwn 5;'23i000  from the preeeding week 's  total,  
but 43,884,000 higher than on die corresponding 
dàt'e lààé 'Year; "acCording to the Bureau of 

Statistics.  

MARGARINE  PRO DUCTION:  Margarine production 
in Canada during the first four months of this 
year amounted to 1,3,069,000 pounds, according 
to' the Bureau of Statistics which is now col-
lecting- figures on this product monthly. Out-
put in January was 1,030,000 pounds, February 
3,354,000, March 7,331,000, and April, 6,- 
354,000. 

Stocks of margarine held by manufacturers, 
and in cold storages and other warehouses at 
the beginning of May amounted to 948,000 
pounds. 
- Production and stocks in Newfoundland are 
not included in the above totals, but will be 
shown when administrative arrangements for the 
collection of statistical data from that prov-
ince have been completed. 

LABOUR I NCOME :  Canadian labour income in 
February is estimated at $605,000,000, down 

-$3,000 .,000 from January, but up $56,000,000 or 
11 per cent from the estimate for February 
1948, according to the Bureau of Statistics. 

Increases in labour income from January to 
Fêbruary occuri-ed  in  manufacturing, trans-
pOrtation, • communicati6n and storage, finance 
and - fishing. These increases, however, were 
overbalanced by decreases in all other indus-
tries. 

, .Average weekly - earnings -for thenine' leading 
non-agr icultural industries increased from 
$42.77 on February -1 to $43.05 on March 1. 
Over the same period, however, employment in 
these industries showed a decrease which over-
balanced the effect of higher average earnings 
upon. labour income. The all-Canada cost-of-- 
living •index  dropped- one-fifth of one per cent 
froin 159.5 on .February 1 to 159 ..2 on March 1. . 	_ 	. 	. 

RCAF APPOINTMENT :  Air Commodore F.R. Miller, 
CBE, formerly Air Officer Commanding the RCAF' s 
Air Materiel .G6Mmand,"'is to become' Air Member 
for  tjPerationSiind Training at Air Force Head-
quarters, Ottawa, it was  arknounced on May 20, 
by the Minister-of National Defence, - Mr. 
ton. Air-CommOdore Miller, at - Present in 
Washington, D.C., where he is attached to the 
Canadian .  joint-Staff, takes over his new duties 
September-1,.with the rank of. Air Vice Marshal. 

A/C Miller will take over as head of the 
Cperations and Training Division from Air Vice 
Marshal C.R. -Slemon, CB,  ŒE,  who becomes Air 
Officer Commanding, Central Air Command, 
Trenton, Cnt., upon the retirement of Air Vice 
Marshal E.E. Middleton, CEE. - 

POLISH VETERANS :  The Minister of Labour, 
Mr. Mitchell, reported on May 19 that at least 
250 of the Polish veterans who came to Canada 
in 1946 and 1947 for jobs on, farms were now 
either operating farms for themselves or had 
well-laid plans for doing so in the future. 

Approximately 80 of these men were in On- 
tario, with the remainder established in every 
province with the exception of Newfoundland. 

20 , 1 949 )  
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Some of them had purchased their own acreage, 
while others had rented land or were operating 
farms on a crop-sharing basis. 

PUREBREDS FOR ITALY :  Cne hundred and tWenty-
five purebred Canadian Holstein-Friesian 
heifers will be leaving Montreal:May 21 on the 
S. S. Marchport, bourcl far.  Italy,_ the Depart-
ment ofTrade and  Commerce  announced on May 18.,. 

This order for Canadian Hélétein-Friesian 
cattle was placed by Italian breeders, follow-
ing smaller teken shipments _over the Past six 

In November,- 1948 .; four Holstein-Friesian 
bulls, valued at $15;000, were floan td italy 
via New York, marking the -first 'shipment of 
Canadian purebred cattle to that country. In 
March of this year, an additionalneleven head 
of cattle were flown from-Melton to Italy, ,the 
first such air shipment 'direct from Canada:to 
Europe. 

Italian breeders have. expressed kre Et.t 
satisfactiOn with Canadian Purebred riPistein-
Friesian cattle, and  it is 'expected that fur- 
ther orders will be 'placed in this cOuntry, _ 

. • 

FOREST PRODUCTS RES EARCH  : Format 	o f 
Advisory Committee on Forest - Products Research 
to- work cloSely with the Forest Producta 
leboratory, Ottawa, in the-  AnVestisation of 
methods of wood utilization Wiia announced on 
May i§ by : the Minister -of Mines and,Resources, 
FAr. Gibson. 

Members of the ,Comtnittee, representing 
various branches.of the -forest products, inclus7 
try, will make, their experience, and ,advice 
available in...regard to v:rork being:carried ,out 
at thé Laboratory, -  and Suggest new lines, Of 
research in wOod utilizatiori;'" - 

. 	. 	 . 	 . 

RETAIL SALES HIGHER :  Canadians. stepPed - up 
their spending in retail stores in-Maïch, 
making purchases t& the value of $577,730,000 
or -six per cent more than in-March last year, 
according to the monthly estimate by-the Bureau • 
of Statistics. The , total wad 4,ell. ahead of 

'both,  January and February when the respective 
figures were  $493,370,000  and $46 9e520,000. 

Aggregate dollarsales for the first quarter 
of this year stood at $1,540,6.2),000 compared 

iwith $1,482,410,000 in the same per od of 1948, 
a gain of four per cent: 

. 	. 

DEPARTMENT STORE SALES:  Department store 
sales  advanced 27 Per cent during the week 
ending May 7 over the corresponding week last 
year, according to preliminary • figures iàsued 
by the Bureau of Statistics. Largest gain of 
33 per cent was shown in Cntario, followed by 
Alberta with a rise of 31 per cent, the_Mari-
times 28per cent, Manitoba 27 per cent, Çuebec 
23 per cent, British Columbia 22 per cent, and 
Saskatchewan 16 per cent. 

• 
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CANADA .AT THE UNITED NATIOIsiS 

MR. HAYRAND' È STATEMENT:  Following is.par-
tial text of. the. statement on the question-of 
refugees- .and diaplaced persons,' made  by Léon 
Mayrand, -  representative of :Canada, in the 
Third. Committee of. the .United Nations' 'General 
Assembly., on May.. 12, 1949.: .. - 

•"Unfoitunately, -- or rather -foitunately 
for this Cammittee --I have not had:Sufficient 
warning of the precise nature of: this debate' 
to prepare, a 38-page statement: Yet, since. 
the•hOnourable delegate of Peland has made 
direct, references..to my country, I feel that I 
should offer at least a btief, answer'. 

"Canada has been a strong and consistent 
supporter of the International .Refugee Orga-
nization  and  of Its Preparatory.Commission . . 
ever-  since their inception. My country is• one 
of the •larger. contributors to the IRO budget 
and has received, and is still,.receiving, its 
fair share of non-repatriable retirees and ' 

- dispiaced persons. 
,"I gather• fr om the references which have , 

been ,made to Canada by the Polish delegate 
today and by the representatives of Ptiland', 
Byelorussia and the Soviet Union during the 
Eighth .  Session.  of the Economic and Social 
Council (at which we were not present) -- I 
gather from • those sta tements . that they  a re  
attempting, to show that, refugee's  and:  displaced 

. persons .  who came to Canada are being _employed 
at lower- wages than those.paid to loCally-i 
hired help for.similar-  work; that their working 
conditions are =satisfactory; and that,: in 
general., they .are being discriminated against 
and exploited by their Canadian employers. , 
Nothing, of course, could be farther from the 
truth; and the r.eal facts, if these 'gentlemen 
are  genuinely interested• in knowing them, are, 
of course., readily available. wonder: if. the 
true façts  about  working conditions in the 
countries which these represencetives come 
from are also.' available.. As a matter of fact, 
1 know from experience thatthey are - not avail-
able.. It is clear to my delegation, Mr. Chair- -  

that.statemente oî this nature .are only 

, made in ati effOrt to  confuse. the trué. 
and to discredit the International  Refuge 

- Oiginization..; I know. that no one who object-
ively examines the faCti will be ,  fooled  for 

•one instant.' . 

"Permit me to quote from the summary record 
of the 267th.meeting. of theEconomic and Social 

Council. Mr.• - Tsarapkin,: the. Soviet represen- . 

 tative-  is ieported. as -  saying: • • 

'The  fat e of the unhappy - refugees would, 
'therefore,. be • forced labour' in'  Biazil, 
Canada, Latin A'merica  and  elsewhere, .where 
upiooted. from their.native soil, they would 
remain without any rights.' , 
"Well,, if forCed labour means that a person 

must. work.. tci .  esrn .a living and is thereby 
forced to, get up in. the morning and•to rest at 
night, then - that assertion is correct. If 
volunteering -  te go to Canada instead of. to 
return, to a•place- where the people are the 
tools of the state. initead of the state being 
the servant of the people; if this is the-real 
meaning of being 'uprooted from their native 
soil', then that assertion too,  is correct'. If, 

• 'without any rights' means. freedom to leave 
the country •whenever one wishes, freedozn to 
marry whomever one chooses, freedom to read 
whatever one wisheS and to listen to whatever 

'radio program one wants to, then thatasser-. 
• tion too is a correct one.•On the basis of all 
this, the question as, to whether.  the refugees •, 	. 
coming to Canada are or are not  'happy' .is one 
which the refugees themselves . should be in a 
better position .  to answer .  than,. the .  represen-
tatives of Poland and' the Soviet Union. Or' 
perhaps the Polish and Soviet.delegations are 
in possession of secret information'  on the 
state of happiness of the 64,860:misguided 

•displaced persons who since April,.,1947 were - 
• 'Uprooted' .  from their native soil and Uorced' 
. to come to Canada: I know I can •say',. with all 
the sincerity at. my 'command, that the Canadian 
Government and indeed all Canadian citizens 
are sparing no effort: to see' that these un-
fortunate •peop le , many. o f whom have already 
suffered solmuch, find in Canada a home and 
all that  th & wo rd signifies. 	. 	. 

"The C.anadian Government adheres. to the 
principle that refuge .es  and displaced  persona 

 should not be forced,  to return -  to their coun-
tries of origin unless they are willing' So. to 
do: If they ,are so willing, then every.  'assis-
tance should be given them to return to . •their 
homes.' This,  we believe, is the poliCyHT'which 
has been carried out .faithfully by  the Inter-
national.Refugee Organization, and any attempt 
to discredit this very worthwhile and most 
necessary humanitarian' organization surely 
does not deceive anyone. 'The purposes behind 
these attempts are 'vsell-known. They'are for-
eign. to the prin'ciples, purposes and spirit 
of the United Nations as expressed in its 

 Charter...," 
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