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No. 6.

JUDGMENT OF THE DEAD.

i The grent purpose of the Spirit is to
i ‘intimate that a fitting award was to be
- ’ mieted out to the immense multitudes
| of those who were written as non-living
during the lapse of the thousand years.
Though dead in the sight of God as to
any acting of true spmtuiﬂ life, yet they
had been sufficiently active to inflict un-
told suiferings upon the living witnesses
of the truth, and to bring them, from
- age to age, to the bloody block, It was
proper, thercfore, that they should be
judged—men of all grades and orders —
the ¢great’ and the ¢small, ie., the
eminent aud the mean, For this pur-
pose ¢ the books are opened,’ evidently
a symbolical expression, denoung sim-
ply the fm,t, that their ¢ works’ are all
registered in the records of the divine
remiembrance as well as their own, as
" the unguestionable ground of the sen-
tence which is to’ be provounced. As
thie ¢ books’ then are a mere figure, a
part-of the costume of the scene, we infer
* the same as'to the ‘throne, .md its oc-
‘capaney by a visible judge. The whole
is emblematic, and not real.© God does
not sit upon a throne, nor does he, like
earthly monarchs, keep written archives
of the affairs of his Llngdom. The ima-
.gery portrayed is in accordance with
our.common notions of judicial proceed-
ingg,. nnd is t.hus be'at caleulated to pro-
""ducé the priictival “effect ‘designed. © To
the great mass of men of all ages: su(,h a
_representation will® appeal with more
' power than‘any other, while at the same
‘time, ‘a3 the noral reason is developed
» * aird educated, the scenery will gradaally
5, resolve 1tself into-an iaward process,
b " the necess-try result’' of character, and
‘ - fixing one’s ‘spirvitual and eternal state
by an established law., I men were
universally elevated in this life above
the sphere of the sensuous, this more
abstract view of the. snb)e(.t, would be
all that would be requisite to excrcise
the most ample control over their prac-
tical conduct 3 for to the reflecting mind
there.can be no higher sanct!on to &
. .moral law than that- in its own nature,
_and . by its inevitable wnsequel.ce:, it
works out weal or wae to its aubJu,t,
.according as he obeys or vidlates it.
But the mass of nien are not reflecting ;
hey are linbitually” incompetent. to ap-
. preciate the forcé of ° purely moral ‘con-
- " siderations, ’ and ‘therefore the \usdom
“and’ bemgmty ‘of "Jehovah have ‘accom-
+modated their revelations'of humau’ des-
“ tiny' o' the intellectual infirmities of the
“race. ' They are communicated through
a medium that shall ‘address -itselfito
s+their imaginations. -
+ underithe guise of symbols and" images
caleulated ;to.work-.on their.hopes. and
; fea\'s and toimove ‘the: reason through
-;the. mnchmery of the passions. llms in
Jregnrd to, the sublime. pictured, su,ncry
w.contemplating. . The eraith;
- divested of all drapery;. undoubtedly. is;
- .uthatveach individual - of <this: countless

i m_uh:n:l devivas’ ‘actually’ ]ud ged, as every.

ses _s:)ujx'ly ig,"the
eu'lzex'l .of.,'th’eg

mom(.nt'. le be-
1

in aucordance wtth the. genernl 'malogy
of reve)atwn, ‘the judgment. is heve '1'3-
presented as concentrated to

n fle ¢ £, land its e
ulnted B urrmgned a8 havmg thexr in;
ictment rc'\d out- Lto‘.them, nnd ‘then
Bub.}ected..to .Lformnl sentence f:ullnwed

l.hel o

~They are set forth

be the true nature of their doom, no
possible solution can avoid the inference
that it is &romendously jearful, and no
man can fail to Impon. upon himself, to
his infinite detriment, who adopts auy
construction of the f{igured scenery
which goes in any way to relax the
awful tone of sanetion that runs through
the whole. Still, we are not to be do-
terred by any contingenecy of this sort
from the humble aud reverent attempt
to resolve shadows into substunce.
Professor Bush.

———

SALVATION.

Ask maltitudes, what'isthe chief evil
from which Christ came to save them,
and they will tell you ** From lell, from
penal fives, from future pnmchment
Accordmglv, they think that salvation
is something which another may achieve
for them, very much as a neighbour
may guench a conflagration that mena-
ces their dwellings .md lives,  That
word hell, “hu.h is used so seldom in
the sacred pages, which, in a faithful
translation, would not onge ocenr in the
writings of Paul, and Peter, and John,
whiell we meet only in four or five dis-
courses of Jesus, and which all persons,
acquainted with Jewish geography, know | .
to be a metapher, a figure of speech, and
not 2 'literal expression, this word, by a
preverse and exaggerated use, has done
unspeakable injury to Clll‘lhtl.lnltv. Tt

ginitions “with sutward tortures, shricks
and flames’; giving them: the idea of an
outward ruin as‘what they have chiefly
to dread; turning theic thoughts to
Jesus, as an ontward deliverer ; and
thus blinded them to his trae glory,
which cousists in his setting free and
exalting the sonl.  Men ave flying from
an ontward hell,when in trath they carry
within them the hell which they should
most dread.  The salvation which man
chiefly needs, and which brings with it
all other deliverance, is salvation from
the evil of his own mind. = There is
something far worse than outward pun-
ishment, It is sin ; it is'the state of a
soul, which has revolted from God, and
cast off its allegiance to conscience and
the divine word ;- which renounces its
Father, and hardens itself agninst Jofi.
nite Love ; which, endued with divine
powers, e enthrals itself to animal luats ;
which makes gain its. god, which has
capacities of boundless and ever-growing
Jove, aud shats itself up in the (lunu'eou
of private interests 3 which, gifted \with
a self-divecting power, consents to be a
slave, and is l).hal\'(’ly formed by custom,
opinion, and,changing events’; whu.h,
living under God's eye, dreads wan's
hown or scor, and px'uf'\.ra hnman
pmhe to its own calm cousciousness of
virtue'; which tamely yields to tempta-
tion, sheiunks with a ‘coward’s haseness
from the pel‘llb of- duw, ‘and sacrifices its
glor y und peace in‘parting with self-con-
trol. - No'rain can be compared to this.
This the ‘impenitent- man carrvies-with
iim beyond thergrave;: and there meets
its natuval issne,: and inevitable retribu-
tion; in remorse, self torture, and woes
unknowu on earth. .. This we cannot too
sm'ongly fear.. . To save, in the highest
sense of .that- word, . is.lo lift the f.xlle
spirit from, tlna,d(.pth. to heal the diseas-
ed mind, to.rgstore it to .energy ‘and
freedom of, thought conscience, and

love. ’llus \vu. lueﬂy the’ s"llV:lthn
o"vwhmn Clivist § e “his’ bmdii TFor
t ‘this ‘the [ioly Spmt‘ is ‘given’; and to

;]us all, the it

£ _Cln'is' iani

has pogsessed “nnd- discased -men's -ima- the martyr. .

THE UPRIGH F MDR(,H :\ NT.

The wepivings of youth, thae ambition
of manhood, could receive no loftier mo-
val ditection than may be found iu the
sphere of business,  The school of trade,
with all its dangers, may be made one
of the noblest sohonh of virtue in the
world ; and it is of importance to say it
becanse those who regard it as a sphere
ouly of selfish interests and sordid eal-
culations, are certain to win no lofty
moral prizes in that school.  There can
ke nothing more futal to elevation of
character In any sphere, whether it be
of business or society, than to speak
habitually of that sphere as given over
to low aims and pursnits.  1f business
is constantly spoken of as countracting
the mind and corrupting the heart ; if
the pursuit of property is universally
:'mrued as selfish and grasping ; too

nany who engage in it will think of
no(hmrr but of adopting the character
and the conrse so puinted out. DMany
causes have contributed, without donbt,
to establish that (lhp.u.lgm" cstimate of
business—the spirvit of fendal avistue-
racies, the pride of learning, the tone of
literature, and the faults of business
itself.

I say, therefore, that there isno bemg
in the world for whom 1 feel a higher
moral respect and admiration, than for
the upright man of business ; no, not for
the ‘philanthropist, the missionary,  or
A feel" that I could more
casily be a martyr, than a man. of thit
lofey moral upriglitness:” And, let ine
suy yet more dxalmu,ly, that it is not for
the generous man, that I feel this kind
of respect—ithat scems to me a lower
quality—a mere impulse, compared with
the lofty virtue I speak of. It is nat
for the man who distributes extensive
charities, who bestows magnificent do-
nations. That may be all very well—
I speak net to disparage it—1I wish there
were more of it; and yet it may all con-
sist witll a want of the true, ]ufty, un-
bendiug uprightness.  That is nat the
man then, of whom T speak; but itis he
who stands, amidst all the swaymtr in-
terests and perilous exigencies of trade,
firm, ealm, disinterested and upright.
It is the man, who can'see another man's
interests, just as clearly as his own. It
is the man whose mind, his own advan-
tage dees not blind nor cloud for an in-
stant 3 who could sjt a judge, upon a
question between himself and his neizh-
bor, just as safely, as the plll'Lat magis.
trate upon the bench of justice. Ali !
how much richer than ermine, how far
nobler than the train of magisterial au-
thority, how more awful tlmn the guard-
ed bench of mu ajesty, 'is that “simple,
magnanimous and majestic truth. * Yes,
it is the man who is'true-“true to him-
self, to his neighbor and ‘to his God—
true 1o the right—trne to his conscience
—and who faels, that the slightest sng-
p:estmn of that conscience, lS more Lo
him than the chance of ‘u.quumg au
hundred estates.

-Da I not-speak to some such now ?’

Stands there not here, some man of such

glovious virtue, of such. fidelity 1o truth
and to God? Good friend ! T call. upon |3
you to hold fast to that integrity,. asthe
dearest treasure. of existence. - T hounrh
storms of commercial distress sywedp over
you,, .md the \vre(.k of all wmldly {
threaten you, hold on to that i
plank tnat shall ‘bear .your Soul “unliurt
to its haven, Remember that’ which

,thy Snvlour hath’ ‘ipoLen-——“ ‘what sliall
it profit « man if he gain the wholeworld, |:

Rcmembw

.

"md.luse lu:: own soul ?" .

e
[

| as he js set. before n

: frlende, with, whome

t.lnt the ‘o is & worse bankruptey: ‘than
that which is recorded . in: an earthly
court—the bankruptey, that is recorded
in heaven—Dbankruptey in thy soul——all
poor and broken down, and desolate
there—all shanie and sorrow and mourn-
ing, iustend of that glorions intégrity,
whiclt should have shone like an ange l_s
presence, in the darkest prison ‘that ever
spread its shadow over human uﬂnmlt.y.
Heaven aud earth may. pass away, but
the word of Christ—the word of thy
truth, let it pass from thee nevel' ?—
Rev. Dr, Dewey. 3

et
KNOWLEDGE OF CHR[ST.

Who knows Christ best? .1 answer,
It is he who, in reading his history, sees
and feels most distinctly and deeply the
perfection by which he was distinguish-
ed. Who ]\nowa Jesus best ? . It nhe,
who, uot resting in general nnd almost.
unmeaniog praises, hecomes n.cqu.unted
with what was peculiar, characteristic,
and individual in his.mind, and who, las
thus framed to himself, not a dim image
culled Jesus, but a, lwmg bemg, thh
distinct and glorious. features, and with
all the le'\llty of a well- Lnqu frlend
Wiho best knows Jesus P L answer, It
is he who d(.llberatdy feels and l.nows,
that his chavacter is of ‘a higher. order
than all other characters. which have np-
peared. on eavth, and who' thirsts:to
commune with and resemble it. . Illope ;
L.am plain. "When 1 'he ‘.u', as ]'do,,men- :
disputing: nbout J il :
that they. know:
theory as to his g(.m. mun m it
eternity, ov as to his rank:in ‘the. scule
of bung I feel ﬂmt their knowledge of
liim is about as great us 1 should have of
some saint or hero, by smdymg his ge-
nealogy.. These controversie
built up a technical theology, but gis
no insight into. the mind and heart : ot
Jesus ; and without this the true know-
ledge of him cannot be onjoyed And
herc 1 would observe, .not: in the spmt
of reproach, but from a dusu'e ‘(..lo
good, that [ know not a more eff
method of hiding Jesuu from us, of keep-
ing us strangers to him, than the lm.nl—
cutivn of the doctrine. which mukes him
the same being with his Father, makes
himn God himself,

‘This dogirine’ throws
over him.a mistingss. For mysx,lf "w,llen
I attempt to bring.it, home, 1" have not .
a real being before me, not a soul whu.h
[ can understand aud; sympatluse ‘with,
bitt a vague, shifting image, ,“hml gl\res
1 | nothing “of, the’ thﬂlty Of K nowl dge.
A being, 1.,()u=1=tmg ‘of two ‘nat x;ea, two
souls, one Diving and m\ot.ller hat zman,
one finite.a1d another, mfmlte,,:',
up of gualities which destroy one ar
ther, and leave notlung for distinct ap-
prehiension.., This compound, of, lﬂ’erent
minds, and of contra u,tory nttrlbptes,
I camnotif 1 wou\d, -regard ag one con-
scious, person, one: m’tdllgenz agcnt. It
strikes me alinost irresistibly as a ction.
On the other h.md, Je:.ua, uont(,mpl ed
), the gospe’l as
rmg to my
powers and ot

n i

one mmd on(. he
own.in 'nll 1ts (.NS(‘H(I&]

-tectmns, but. punhed.;enlarged cxalﬁed

ed

lmage of (.—uod and a perfect mode _
being.; who bedrs the_murks of.‘renlit},
wllomI um undel
receive ,into my, henrt

mate, and whose so¢
mmupmte among;the ¢ uefA
my mlure bung

Truth gmn

\ ---C/umnmg"
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MONTREAL, JUNE, 1845,

DEDICATION OF THE MONTREAL
‘ UNITARIAN CUHURCH.

. On Sunday, 11th May last, the New
Church edifice, erected by the Unitarian
congregation of this city, was set apart
‘for the purposes of Christian worship.
The services were performed by the
Rev. Dr. Gannett, minister of the Fed-
eral Street Church, Boston, and the
Rev, J. Cordner, minister of the Mont-
real Church. The dedicatory discourse
was preached by the former. Dr. Gan-

‘nett took for his text, 2 Cor. iv. 13,

In the sermon, he gave a brief statement
of the prominent points of the Unitarian

{faith, and adduced the arguments from

reason and from scripture by which it
is sustained, He. then proceeded to
point out the leading particulars in which
the Unitavians differed from those by
“whom they were surrounded. They
differed, ke said, from the Unbeliever,
in their views of God. They differed
from the Trinitarian, in their views of
" Christ.  They differed from the Roman
. Catholic, in their views of the Charch
“and Church authority. They differed
from the Episcopalian, in their views of
the Ministry, They differed from the

. Calvinistic Presbyterian, in their views

of human nature. They differed from

“the Baptist, in their views of Ordinances.
“They differed from the Methodist, in

their views of religious excitements.
" And they differed from the negligent
" and:irreligious of every class, in their
views of personal rightconsness. - The
- discourse was very clearly arranged, and
- marked by great plainness of speech.- 1t
ocenpied about an hivur and a half in'de:
. livery, ‘and was listened to throughout
by a‘large and attentive congregation.
We are not disposed to say more con-
" cerning it now, as we hope to see it
“shortly in print. The Committee of the
Unitarian Society here have requested
it from Dr, Gaonett for publication, to
which tequest, we are happy to say, he

‘has acceded, and e believe it is now

in press. :

" The Dedication services took place in
" the morning, commencing at eleven
“o'clock. In the afternoon of the same
_'day, at half-past three o’clock, there
" was a special service for the administra.

tion of the Lord’s Supper. On that
occasion there were seventy communi-
cants. There was likewise another ser-
" 'viee in the evening, at half past seven

‘o'clock, when Dr. Gaunett preached
" ‘again to a large and attentive audience.

" 'On the whole, the exercises of the

“day ‘were of a highly satisfactory char-
. " “acter. - We owe much to Dr. Gannett,

. for "undertaking ‘so long ‘a journey to

give us' his valuable assistance on the
,occasion. | The presence of so many in-.
" telligent persons of other religious de-
" nominations, was a source of gratifica-
.. 'tlol not to be overlooked. 'They heavd
' our. views expressed, and the line of
' 'argament indicated, by which they are
"' ‘sustained,” They heard it plainly stated
" wherein and why we differ in certain
- -particulars from other classes of Clris-
", “tians, . Now we,think such information
i could not fail to have an interest for
 candid . and truth-seeking minds.  We
" always say ‘that we wish to be under.

- stood.” We are not of those who depre-
" “cate investigation : * we rather invite
", enquiry, full 'and free. Qur’desire is
‘that Truth should prevail ; and if Unit-
irianism be not true, ‘we’ do not- desire
- prevalence. © Hvery  c¢ircumstance,
therefore, which tends to excite indivi-
.. dual or public attention to the first and
real .point “of - difference between our

iews and those of the Trinitarian gives
us ‘pleasure., For this-reason,’ strange
‘ns it Ay appear to somo, wo are even

gratified when ws hear of onr views
being assailed. We have sometimes to
regret that they should be assailed with
rather more zeal than knowledge, and
that perfect courtesy and charity should
not always be observed in this matter ;
but our regret exists solely ou account
of those who are betrayed into such
conduet.

On a former occasion we presented
our readers with a print of the Unitarian
Chureh, in the columns of this journal.
The building is besutifully situated on
Beaver Hall Place, at the head of Rade-
gonde Street, and is generally admired
as a specimen of simple Grecian archi-
tecture. ‘The interior is finished in pure
white, and the pews are lined through-
out with drab moreen. The pulpit is on
a platform elevated abont five feet from
the floor. This platform is enclosed in
front with a row of balusters uniform
with those on the front of the organ
gallery at the opposite end of the church.
In borh places, the interstices of the
balustrade are filled up by a lining of
crimson moreen damask. At the back
of the platform and pulpit there i< also
a large und tastefully huug curtain of the
same material. At present the church
is capable of accommeodating about 450
persons, but, by erecting additional gal-
lerigs, could be made to seat 600. °

We may add here, that the pews and
sittings have let to the full extent anti-
cipated by the Committee of Manage-
ment. Arrangements have likewise
been made to accommodate with free
sittings such parties as may require
them. ‘

BOSTON ANNIVERSARIES.

The last week in May is always a sea-
son of agreeable excitement in Boston.
At that time, all the religious denomi-
nations, and the various moral and
philanthropic societies of New England
come together in that city, for the
purpose of reviewing their operations,
discussing those topics in which respec-
tively they take especial interest, and
considering their plans of future action;
+~Such meetings ave of vast benefit.in
aronsing “and keeping alive a common
sympathy amongst all those who are
engaged in a common object.

The following notices of some of the
meetings connected with our religious
denomination are abridged from the
larger reports of the Boston Christian
Register .

UNTTARIAN FESTIVAL.

This joyous and animating meeting realized
the highly raiced naticipations of the vast assem-
blage it Lrought together. The Unitarian Lay-
men of Boston, on this oceasion, extend their
hospitalities, to the entire clergy of their faith,
They invite all the Unitavian ministers of the
land to come, with their wives, to partake of the
expressions of their vespect, gratitude and affec-
tion. The large Hall over the Passenger De-
pot of the Western Railroad—150 feet long,
and about 60 broud—was filled with tables spread
with bounty, and adorned with flowers. 932
guests, of both sexes, and from all parts of the
continent, were seated around them. It wasana
henutiful and glorious speetacie,~zenl brightened
by intelligence, enthusinsm guided by reason,
sympathy of faith expanded by the widest charity,
shone over, and illuminated that vast inultitude,
The most venerable and illustrioua citizen of the
Uhnited States presided ; and was a fit represen-
tative of the spirit of the meeting,

The Rev. W, P, Lunt of Quincy, the Pas-
tor of the President, invoked a blessing 'upon
the occasion. :

At the conclusion of the repast, the EHonorable
Jobn Quincy Adams, President of the day, rose
und addressed the compauny in the following
speech :—

Ferrow Cirrzens :

Chyistlan Brethren and Sistera,— Although
myself here as un invited guest, I have been re-
quested by the Committee of Arrangements of
the Associntion to enjoy whose hospltality we
are here assembled, to- preside at this meeting,
and in their name to bid you a hearty welcome,
I had once before been kindly invited to perform
the same serviee ; but my necessary abscnce
from the Commonwenlth at the time of the cele-
bration bad deprived me of tho plensure of nc-

cepting the Invitation. . In. the early sges of

Christianity thesa nesumbliges were called
Feusts of Love, and although we are here as the
of the Protestant
Churches, yet itis not a sectavinn spivit in which
we roeet, but in a meck and quiet spivit-—in the
spirit of Christian charity and of mutual tolera.
tion. We wmeet as brethren and sisters of one
great fumily——npot in hostility to others—not
even in the spirit of controversy, but in the sen-
timent of the Roman Catholic poet who suid,—

members of one variation

¢ Fornodes of faith, let senseless zenlots fight 3
His can't be wrong, whoselife is in the right.’

It is in this spivit that I esteem it an honor to
have been permitted to participate in this {riendly
und socinl weeting, and, though conscious of my
comparative unwuorthiness to preside over Ity to
undertake that pleaning duty in deference to the
twice repented request of the Committee of Ar-
rangements of the Society.

And this assembly, graced and sanctified by
the presence and participation of the faireat part
of crestion, though confined to Christians of one
denomination, and holding with regard to certain
points of doctrine, s belief differing from those
of other Churches with which they would readily
hold communion, is in my estimation of no sec.
tavinn chamcters  In the earliest age of Chris-
tianity it was by wituessing the Love Feasts of
the diseiples of Jesus, that the unconverted hea-
then was brought to exelaim—* behold how
these Christinns love one another’—and if to any
denomination of Christians that lnw of universal
love, acknowledged by sll to embrace the whole
compass of the Gospel dispensation, should be
most emphatically dear, should it not be to that
which comparatively small in nwnbers dissesiu
from the rest only under the convictions of a
conscience not under their own control ?

T'o such festivals, the time also appenars to be
peculiarly appropriate—a time when symptoms
of internal commotion, yea, of internal convul-
sion ave agitating the bosom of many, if not of
all the Churches of' Christ.—In our own coun-
try—No {—Iet us turn our eyes, from the seenes
passing before them, in the Protestant Episcopal,
the Presbyterian, the Methodist and Baptist
Churches—Ilet us turn away our eyes, not in
enmity to them, but to watch and pray for them
—to meditate on the causey of their ‘ dissensions,
and -on the remedies they are resorting to, to
heénl them—to watch  that” the infection of their
distemper mny never reach ourselves—to pray
that some balm and some physician in Gilead
may be found to suve or to retrieve them from
the remedy of self-inflicted dissolution.,

And in the example of this festal union, and
in the self-evident truth of universal freedom
founded on universal love, let us recall them in
fraternal affection, to the fundamental principles
of the Christian faith.—Let us teach them, by
the example of harmouy amoung ourselves, how
good oud plensant a thing it is for brethren to
dwvell together in unity~—and et us assure them
all that when they have found a charmer and
charm to soothe thewn into harmony among them-
selves, we shall be ready and rejoiced to receive
them, discarding all points of doctrinal dissent,
as brethren to our arms.

Itev. Dr. Peirce fullowed DMr, Adams in his
bappiest manner 3 after whom some other speak-
ers nddressed the mecting, when the Rev. Dr,
Gannett, after piving au interesting nccount of
our brethren at Montreal, whom he had recently
visited, introduced one of their number to the
company. ’

Hon. F. Hincks, of Montreal, said he rose on
the present occasion under feelings of much em.
barrngsment 3 and  he felt his embarrassment
increased when he reflected on the character of
the assemblage which he had now the honor of
addressing.
centrated a grent portion of the Intelligence and
talent of the far famed Capital of New England,
~-Tt wns perhaps difficult for those by whom he
was ‘now surrounded, and who probably had
never been deprived of the camfort of beiug able
to worship the God of their Tathers, according
to the dictates of their own conscience, to appre-
ciate the feelings of those who like him (Mr. H.)
have been for many years deprived of this high
privilege. A brighter day, however, had at Iast
dawned on the Unitarians in Canada, and he
entertained snnguine hopes that the good seed
which had bLeen planted would bring forth feuit
abundantly. It was but justice to the Unitarians
of DMontreal that lie (Mr. H.) should remind
thelr friends here, that when their respeeted
pnstor‘ (Mr, Corduner) made his nppea\"f(n"nsﬁlnt-

An assemblage in which was con-

ance to the Unitarians of the United States, he
was criabled £o shor that sherg hiad been no vany

-—
of aeal or onsrgy on tholr part, Thoy had not,
like the indolent peasant in the fuble, prayed for
the assistunce of Hercules, until they had first
put their own shoulders to the wheels Thusube |
scriptions of the DMontreal Unitarians to the
building fund of the church, were In proportion
to their menns large, he might almost say muni»
ficent.  They were however compelled to invoke
the ussistance of Hercules, and most generously
bad it been offered.  T'he present state of the
Montreal Unitarian Society wag, he was happy
to state, most satisfactory.
steadily on the incrense.

Their numbers were
Their little perlodical,
the Bible Christian, was doing much good, being
circulated priucipally emong those whao, scattered
over the country, had no opportunities of public
worship. It was in the newly settled districts
that the dissemination of our periodicals and
tracts is cilculated to be of the most service, and
he {Mys. IL) thought there was no better mode
of promoting the success of the cause than by
providing for their grataitous distribution. He
(Mr. H.) would desire ouce more to convey to
the Unitarvians of the United States on behalf of
himself, and his brethren tn Canada, the assus
rance of their gratitude and esteem, and he had -
alsv to thank them personally for the kind recep-
tion that he had met with,

Rev, Mr. Osgood, of Providence, followed and
buve testimony to the value of the services ren~
dered, by our Unitarian scholars, in the cause of
veligion and trath,  Reve Mr. Gage of Peters-
ham, expressed the thanks of the Unitarian
clergymen in the country, to the Boston Unita~
vian Laymen, for the happy scenc to which they
had invited them. Rev. Mr. Elliott of St.
Louis, Missouri, then rose, and the company
were delighted to henr his voice, and to listen to
the cheering navrative he presented of the aban-~
dant froits which are already beginning to be
gathered from the sced planted there.  Dr.
Dewuy of New York was called ont, and address~
ed the meeting in his own peculiar style of deep
feeling and valuable thought,  Rev. Mr, Brad-
ford ot Bfidgcwnter followed, and after him,

Rev. W, P. Huutingdon, of Illinols, said that
ne one present could with any consistency doubt
the liberality of the body of Chriatians who have
provided for this gathering, ' For my humble
self, 1 am present ut your anniversaries this week,
trom a distance of some 2000 miles.” " T shall not
soon forget the happiness which this day has
brought along with it. It will continue to cheer
me in the remote scene of my labours, as it has
done many a time, when contending against pre-
judice and misrepresentation, to remember that
some of my best fricnds and allies, are nmongst
the enlightened, benevolent and pious, who sar~
round me this day.

Rev. Edward T. Taylor of the Senmen's
Chapel, who, although a Methodist, delights to
accept the hospitalities, and to reciprocate the
Christian affections, of his Unitarian brethren,
delivered i speech, in which the stl;ongest come-
mon sense clothed its profoundest maxims, in a
native splendor and unstadied force of illustra.
tion, perfectly delightful,

The meeting was further nddressed by various
speakers. Jay and clerical, amongst whom wnas
J. G. Pullrey, Esq., Sccretary of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetty, who styed himself a
Unitarian of the Unitarians, Mv, P. was called
out in consequence of allusions which had bein
made to his genuine abolition procedure in the
emancipntion of certain slaves which had come
to him by inheritance, L _ .

The addresses were -closed by an eloquent
speech fromn the Hon. S.: C. Phillips, ‘partaking
of the character of -a review and conclusion, in
the course of which he thus refers to Mr. Palfrey
and his noble conduct in liberating the slaves:—

# And what, sir. have we scen and heard hera
this day, ?  One brother commeunds anothér for
baving liberated some fifteen or twenty slaves.
‘The other vises and declares it to have been no
more than the simplest act of justice.  For saya
he, T was bern o Boston.. T svas educated an
Unitavian.  And, had Tuot done it, ' T should
not huve daved to lift my head and to show my
face among you to-day. = As a Uniltarian Chris.
tinn, I had no wmore vight to retain those persons
in bondage or to sell them, than. they had to do
the same thing to me.. It was no more a.wnt.
ter of merit in me to liberate those slaves,  who
had come into my posgession without any act of
mine, than'it is to pay my toll 'at the bridge, or
my tavern bill on my journey.: - ' 0T
" The attention of the meetlng was reliaved at
intervals, and the interest of the o_cchsioii helgh-
teied by several “otiginal’ h’ym‘ﬁvs‘, in “which tha
compuny Jolied, uider tho lead of " ekcellent

singers of their number, and accompanied by a
flne organ. : . :
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" President of the Soeciety, In the chair.
vices were a Prayer by Rev. Chzneau Palfrey of
-, Bavnstable ; the Annual Report by Rev. R, C,
. Waterston, and Addressés from Professor Brooks
.. .of Boston 3 t
. Me.,  Rev. A. B. Fuller, Belvidere- I, [Rev.

~.... AP Peabody, Yortsmoath, Nv H., Mr. Alger
. of the, Divinity School, Cumnbridge,  Rev, Dp

THE BIBLE

CHRISTIAN,

PNITARJAN ARBO0CIATION, fualings, nud couneels, A ghalr of children ware - T

The meeting of the American Unitavisn As-
sociution was opened with prayer by Rev, Mr
Farley of Brooklyn, N. Y.

The Chairman, the Hon. Stephen Fuirbanks,
called for the procecdings of the last annual
meeting, which the Seeretary read.

‘The numbers soon Increased to such a degree
that the meeting was adjosrned to the Church
in Federal street which was densely crowded,
Dr. Dewey, as President of the Assaciation (in
the place of Judge Story, who declined n ve-elec-
tion) touk the chair.  An appropriate prayer was
offeved by Rev, My, Liverinore, of Keene. The
nanual Report was read by the Seerctary, Rewv.
Charles Briggs. Rev. Mr. Lothrop offeved the
fullowing resolutions :—

Resclped, That we regard the publication and
distribution of Tracts, faithfully prepared and
judiciously selected, of a mingled doctrinal nud
.practicul charncter, as one of the simplest, most
direct and efficucions means of ditfusing Christian
trath and promoting Christian  righteousness,
and that it is the duty of the Executive Com-
mittee to give, as heretofore, special attention to

- this departinent of their lalors, ns one of the
.ot important of the wodes of operation origi-

nally contemplated by this Associntion.

Resolved, That we vegard Theologienl Eduen-
tion, the raising up from generation to genera-
tion of a learned, well-disciplined and thoreugh-
1y furnished Clergy to take the charge ¢f our
Churches and defend and diffuse the teoth as it
i3 in Jesus to be an object of the highest Interest
und importance, and that we cordially approve
of the efforts made and the aid extended by the
Executive Committee in establishing a Theolo-
gical Seminavy at Meadville, Peun.

Resolved, ‘That we regard missionary efforts,
the strengthening of feeble Churches, and estab-
lishing new ones, and the sending forth of preach -
ers into the wide waste pluces of the Jand, in
New England as well as in the west, ay an ob-
jeet to which the attention and ctforts of this
Association, and of all who ave interested in the
preservation of civil and religious liberty, the
wmoral and sociul desting of this uation, aud the
salvation of souls, should be unceasingly devoted,
and that we are encouraged by the result of past

. Iabors in this respect, to more zealous and perse-

vering efforts.

The mecting was addressed by Messrs, Farley
of Bronklyn, N. Y., Holland of Rochester, N, Y,
Bellows of New York city, Harrington of Bos-
ton, Whitmar of Portland, Bulfinch, termerly
of Wnshhigmn, now of Boston ; Fuller, of Bel-

‘ \'idci'e, Illinois, who has also visited Towa and
.. Wisconsin,—Jones of Manchester, N, ., and

the President. It was altogether as interesting
and gratifying a meeting of the Assoeiation as
we have ever attended.

BERRY STREET CONFERENCZE OF
RIAN MINISTERS.

In the course of interesting discussions, which
on several points, have occupied this body, Dr.
Dewey presented a communication necom punied
by the following resolution : —

UXNITA-

Resolved, in answer to n communication re-
ceived by a member of this Conference, from the
Pennsylvania Christiun Conference, through El-
der J. J. Harvey, on the subject of Christinn
Union, that the Conference receives with plea-
sure the hand of fellowship thus stretched out
to the veligious Body which it represents nnd ex-
presses [n return, its {riendly and hearty sympa-

- thy with the Pennsylvania ¢ hristinn Couference,

and with that convention in general whiclh deno-
minntes itself ¢ Christian.’

After debute, the resulutions were passed,
with a most cordinl and grateful ananimity,
and we trust that the union and fellowship now
formed between us and the great denemination
of Christiansg will be confirmed and perpetuated,
and be the barbinger of a general good will and
Christian union among all the followers of
Christ who eall no man master,

Dr. Dewey delivered the anuual nddress at
the Berry street Conference, on ¢ Daty in refer-
‘ence to opinion,” which was one of his greatest
productions.

SUNDAY SCHOOL S0CIETY.
The Seventeenth public Annunl Meeting of

" the Sunday School Suciety, was held an Wednes-

day evening, at Ilev. Dr. Gaunnett's Church in
Federal Strect.  The Won: 5. C. Phillips, the
The ser-

Rev, Jason Whitman of Purtlnnd,

Dewey. of New York, and Hon. 5 C. Phillips,

.« who closed the meoting, by paying a truthfnl, af

fectionate and elaquent tributy to the memory to
Hon. Leverett Saltonstall, having espécial refer.
ence to his religivus cliavacter, his services as a
JSundsy School Tencher, and his parting words,

prosent, whose arvtless notes, in the intervals of
speaking, were truly delightinl and vefreshing.,
‘The Church wai througed at wn early hone ; and
the whole services were of a chavacter long to be
remembered, and left an hapression in behnif of
the Bible, of sound religious teaching, of practi-
cal piety, and the cuuse of truth and duty in this
regird, of a deep and solemu characters

UNITARIAN CONFERENCE AND PRAYER
MEETING,
AT BULVINCH KTREET CHURCH VESTRAY.
(L7rom the Boston Christiun World.)

We have no words, with which to deserile
the character and excellence of the two weetings,
held on Wednesday wnd Thursday mornings, us
wbave. The two vestries, capable of holding
from six to seven hundred persons, were erowd.
el and very many were unable to obtuin admit-
tnnee.  Never before, we say it with perfoct sin-
cerity, wis there manifested at sitnilar meetings,
sueh »ospirit of unity, of love, of earnestuess, of
determined purpose in the great work of religion,
ay at these.  Bvery heart seemed peoctrated by
the deepest convictions in belinlt of the indeaeri-
bable value of & more perfeet union of the soul
with Christ, and of the absolute nee sity thele is
of preaching the doctrine of justification by fuith,
repentance towards God and the Lord Jesns
Churist, and regenerition, or the new birth,
The speakers, one and all, gave utterance in un-
equivoeal language to the need of such prenching
in our midst, and by the power of which, no
more, no less, the world can alone be savingly
moved, and brought to a realizution of the hopes
and joys of a true religious experience.

There were friends present, Loth clergy and
laity, from all parts of the laud. And there
were also several of our Methodist and Christian
brethren who united, with warm and full hearts,
in vur prayers, exhortutions and songs of praise.

Never before was the land of prowmixe and the
gate of heaven brought so near to our spiritual
visfon as ou these happy, heaven gilded worn-
ings. Thanksgiving I O thanksgiving, be ven-
deved unto God for granting unto so many of
his children,—servants of Christ,—such precious
moments of communion.,  And we pray that
the advent of a still more glovious day, may be
presaged for all our churches than has ever yet
been enjoyed by them ; aud that from that han-
ble vestry, where we mer, there may go forth a
spirit of holiness, humble miudedusss, sublime
philanthropy, and entive devotedness ts the great
ciuse of the Redewner, that shall inspive sur
people thre gh the length and breadth of the
Inud with new purposes of obedience, and prampt
in them an ardent longing for a closer walk with
Goail, ‘

BRITISII & FOREIGN UNITARIAN
ASSOCIATION.

The London Inquirer of the 17th ult.
containg an interesting and detailed ac-
count of the Awniversary Meeting of
this Association, wlich was held on
Wednesday, the 14th. The proceedings
commenced by a religions service in the
Essex-strect Chapel. ‘The Rev. Jerom
Murch, of Bath, read the Liturgy, and
the Rev. Benjamin Carpenter, of Not-
tingham, preached the sermon, from
John viii. 31, 32, « If ye continne in my
word, then are ye my diseiples indeed,
and ye shall kunow the truth, and the
truth shall make you free.” The dis-
course was heard with interest and at-
tention by a large audience, and was
judicions, carnest, and well adapted to
the cicemmstances of the times, At the
conclusion of the service, the members
and friends of the Society held their
Anuual Meeting, wheu Thomas Gibson,
Esq. was called to the chair.

The Report of the Treasurer was read
and agreed to unanimounsly.

Rev. Edw. Tagart, Hon, Sceretary,
read the Report of the Committee for
the past year, which was adopted.

A series of Resolutions were seve-
rally proposed and carried, and the mect-
ing was addressed by a large namber of
gentlemen, bothlay and clericul.

The entire proceedings were of a very
interesting and gratifying character.

PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENT.

Immediately after the conclusion of
the meeting, a graud dejeuner « la_four-
chette of the friends and supporters of
the Association took place at the Crown
and Anchor Taveru. The apartment
was filled with ladies and gentlemen ;
and the tables were well provided with
everything that was necessary, as well
as beautifully ornamented with flowers,
~—the appearance of the whole being
highly interesting and imposing,

- Thomas Gibson, Esq. took the chair,
The Divine blessing was invoked by the
Rev. B. Carpenter, : :

By the Chairman—

Queen Victorin~May the era of her relgn be
iuscribed by the rvapid progress of knowledge,
truth, and bappiness wmong all deseriptions of
her subjects——>May her reign contisue long over
& free, nocontented, und o anited kingdom.

Albert, the Prince; Drince Albert, and the
rest of the Royal Fumily,

Civil and religious liberty all the world over.

‘The British and TForeign Unitmrian Associa-
tion 5 may its beneticial inllaence be extended by
an active and cordiul anion of all the Lrethren
throughout the country.

By the Rev. Dr. Hutton—

The Rev. Beojamin Carpenter, our preacher
on thls oceasion—onr best thanks for his services
and our best wishes for his happiness,

By Dr. Bowring, M.P —
The extension of nl} ¢ivil aud municipal rights
to the Jews, in common with every class of their
Felaw-subjects.
By the Chairman—
Qur  Brethren who form the Unitarian
Churches in the United States of North Amervica,
with our warmest acknowledgments to them for
their many powerful defences of our common
tuith, and for their libera! assistance to the cuuse
of Uniturian Christianity in Canada,
Tle sentiments were severally res-
pended to in speeches replete with in-
terest and fervid cloguence,

—e—
DOMESTIC MISSION SOCIETY.
The tenth anniversary of this Society
took place at Hssex-street Chapel, on
Wednesday, 23rd April. Among the
company present, were most of the min-
isters and leading members of the diffu-
rent Unitarian  congregations of the
motropolis.  The introdactory services
were conducted by Rev. AL M, Walker,
of Brixton. The Rev. T. Sadler, of
Hackney, preached the annual sermon
from Psalm viii. 3—5. The Report
furnishes a most gratifying account of
the proceedings and prospects of the
Society. The bheads ave, cases of desti-
tution relieved, public worship, schools,
mutnal instruction society and  adult
c¢lasses, minor institutions, meetings, &e.

The following is the concluding para-
graph of the Report :— _

‘¢ In prosecuting their labours, your Commit-
tee have been rejoiced to find that every year the
cause of Domestic Missions obtains 0 stronger
holl on the sympathies of the public, and especi-
ally of the Unitarinn body, by whom this wark
of Christian love was first Introduced into this
country. And, although they cannot help feel-
ing that, afterall, the operations of these Missions
ave very iniudequate to the wants of the commu-
nity, ad enn only be considered up to the pre-
sent time 1’ the natare of an experiment, they
are nevertheless impressed with the belief that
under proper manngement and with Increased
means, these missions are destined,under the guid-
ance of a wise and gracivus Providence, to effect

LONDON

the community.  As fur as it bas been tried it
has proved suceessful 5 and we may hope that
the successes thus oblained, however partial and
imperfect, may tend, by increasing men's faith
in the efficacy of such efforts, to strengthen many

Cross, and to send forth many upon the all-hea-

that which was lost,” ™

the oveasion, was sung :—

THE DOMESTIC MISSION.

By J. Bowning, Esq. LI.D. M.P.
*Tis in the soul—the soul alone,
That God's transcendent power is shown ;
No length of time, nor breadth of space, -
Can bound its onward, upward race.
Whate'er of darkness or of light
May gloom or gild its earthly Hight,
Nearer. stitl nearver tow’rds its source
Uureachable,~—it speeds its course,
The shadowiang, shifting things of time,
No more impede its march sublime
Than imists the earth, or clouds the sun
Tow'rds heaven it moves majestic on,
High privilege ! to teain, to teach,
Iu highest elfurts, each for each,
Strength to receive, and strength impart,
From helping band and glowing heart,
Fov this we meet,—~for this we blend,
Neighbour with neighbour, friend with friend ;
And in fraternal union move, .
Blest In our common Father's love.
m—
LONDON SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSOCIATION,

The annual meeting of this Associa-
tion took place on Tharsday morning,
the 13th ule., the friends breakfasting
together previously to the business, It
was an interesting and truly gratifying

~The following sentiments among others

were proposed :—

meeting, and the attendance larger than
on any previous occhsion,

great and beneficial changes in the condition of
the poor, and industrions and suffering classes of

an arm that now shrinks from hearing fortls the

veuly errand of the Saviour, ¢ to seck and to save

In the course of the scrvices, the fol
lowing beautiful hymn, composed for

HEBREW BROPER NAMES,

It may throw some light on ceriain
portions of the Scriptures, to present
our readers with a few examples of a
certain class of Hebrew proper names.
It was a frequent custom of the aucient
Hebrew people to designate their chil-
dren by names expressive of some cir-
cumistance connected with their birth
or destiny., Thus Hagar, called her son
¢ Ishmael,—the meaning of which is
¢ God hath heard,” The child was called
by this name to denote that God had
heard the mother’s affliction (Gen, xvi.
1L.) Almost the whole of that large
class of names in the Old Testament
which have e’ in their composition are
some combination of the name of God.
fu those cases where they end in ¢jak’
they are combinations of God’s most
sacred name, Jehoval. The name ¢ Eli-
Jah,’ for instance, is compounded of both
those terms, and siginfies ¢ God, the
Lovd” We shall cite a few examples
here, and refer the reader who wishes
to see them more at length, to any die-
tionary of Bible names.
Abiel, God my father.
Ariel, Lion of Gad.
Abiah or Abijah, The Lord is oy futher.
Beuaiah, Son of'the Lord.
Dauniel, God is my judge.
Eli, My God.
LEliab, God my father.
Elibu, He iz iny God himself,
Gabriel, My strong God.
Israel, A Prince with God.
Immanuel, God with us.
Lemuel, God with them.
Nuthanael, Lhe gift of God.
Phanuel, Face of God.
Uzziel, Strength of God.

CORRESPONDENCE.

We have several times received com-
munications from distant parts of the
country, written by persons with whom
we have no personal acquaintance what.
ever, stating their gratification at meet-
ing with a stray namber of our paper.
We need scarcely say that we are grati-.
fied in retirn at every such expression
of sympathy from'isolated friends of our
common faith. The following letter
has just come to haud, together with a
note ordering the Bible Christian to be
seat to the address of the writer, i

TO TRE EDITOR OF fTHE BIRLK CHRISTIAN.'

Siz,—I have long desived to see a truly liberal
religious paper estublished in Canada. My wish
has now been gratified, by the appearance of the
Bille Christian, a copy of which has just been
put into my hanbds ; and I think, were it gene-
vally kuown, it would receive considerable sup-
port from Canada West. .

May I not vemnrk here how inconsisteut it ls
for some Denominations to profess to maintain
the Right of Private Judgment, whilst. at the
same (ime, if we do not acknewledgo certain
dogmas which they style ¢ orthodox,” wo are
denounced as heretics, and excluded, In their
sentence, even from the mercy of God! OQOur
private judgment must be circumscribed by:the
opinions of John Calvin, John Wesley, or some
other fallible mortals, who have attempted to
forge a chain ot dogmus wherewith to bind the
consciences of their fellow-men,  Renson is all
divine with such persons as long ax it is exerclsed
in support of their own pecullar notions; but as
soon ax it begins to discover miy inconsistency in
in their systemn, then reuson, the noble:t gift of
the Creatory is uinmedintely denounced ax.the
very handmaid of infidelity itself. A

I have beard such people boast of thelr libe«
rality, and at the samc time profess principles
that would limit the grace of God - to a few, or
ouly to such as could see through the same-col-
oured medium which perverted thelr own intel-
lectual perceptions, 1 have no doubt-but you
have known soch too, and the number of them
is not smull in Canada j~but it I3 to be hoped
the Bible Christian will lessen - that number, by
declaring the Gospel doctrine of ¢ Onx. Gab,
and one Medintor between God and men, the
man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom
for ALL" o !

Yuurs respectfully,
One or tHz * ALs.'
Carleton Place, C.W., '13th May, 1815,

655 Tur CANapa ,Cnm:.-rux.‘:Cq'){_;jkn';Nc:
will mest at WHITBY, (C. W,).on Monpar,
the Trur JULY next. . 0 onieion s

NOTICE, " '~
(59" Persons deatrous of tal;lng'-I’E".V:S or
SITTINGS in the Univartax’ Cuures; will
Plenst npply to ihe Trensurer;’ Jastrs. Dovaars,
Esq., William Streer, 777
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ST-MATTI—IEW

If hls own words, as the professed bhistorian of
our, Lord, are to be tuken in evidence, then was
Matthew a Unitarian ; then Is his Gospel strictly
Unltaridn‘; ‘and its dottrine. ls—=there is but one
God, ‘the I'ather, and one Lord, Jesus Christ.
; . Xf his own, statements, and the whole tenor of
v hla Gospel are to be tnken as good authority, then
. Ia it equally’ ‘certain, that he has not tuight the
doctrine of the Trinity, or that of the Delr.y of
Jesus Christ 3" and therefore, never heard of them
from the mouth of 'his divine Master, nor dia
ever.believe them. . ~These things, it appears to
me, may be eatnbllshed by arguments sufficiently
conclusive to am.isfy the mind of an impartial
inguirer. -’
- X,shall efideavor o establish my position, first,
by some geaeral observations bearing on the sub-
Ject, then,: by an examination of those passages
which have been thought to teach the doctrine of
the Trlnity, and lastly, by bringing forward all
that evidence of a positive nature, in favor of the
nrlct Unity of God, which the Gospel presents.

‘1.~ I would remark, in the first place, that as
the doctrine of the Trinity is confessedly one not
t0 have been antecedently expected, at which, as
anorthodox writer has himself observed,  rea-
son stands aghast, and falth herself is half con-
founded,” it is right to expect, and demand,
before receiving it as an article of belief; evidence
that shall bear some pnopomon to its apparent
intrinsic mcrednbihty. It is not enough that
such a doctrine be darkly hinted at, obscurely
implied, doubtfully expressed. I man deals
justly by himself, and nets with due veverence

towards God and his own reason, he will not
feel himself justified in embracing such a truth
without the clearest and most ample testimony ;
like that for example, on the strength of which
he believes in the divine authority of Jesut, in a
future life, and a state of retribution.  But such
testimony, it cannot be pretended that the Bible
itself, much less the Gospel of DMatthew, does
any where furnish.  There is nothing distinct,
clear, definite on the subject. Not a single verse
in the.whole Bible lays down the doctrine in
terms. - It is a thing of remote, dark, uncertain
_ inference. -

It is here worthy to be remarked, that in re-
htxon to the doctrine of the Trinity, the Deity of
Chrlst, and ‘many other supposed doctrines of
- xevelation, the common principles of evidence
<huve been tot.ally reversed. For while on other
aub;ects, it is a universal prmmple for the conduct

_-of: the’ understandmg, that in proportion to the
‘apparent’intrinsic incredibility and improbability

-+ of-a fact or proposition; must be the force, clear.
 yiess; ‘and - ahundance. of ;the evidence which s
i:brodght:. to_establish ; it—in . religion ‘men. have
4 eager oewcd—nnd xmplmtly believed docmneq,

! ngamst wlneh there was a _strong previons pre-
uumptwn that they could not be true—~doctrines

of the most momentous iwport if true, have been
“admitted, on a show of evidence the least that can

be’ su.ppased possible:in' a ease of the kind, and

s -which-.in" other :matters would be rejected as
“-‘wholly. jnadequate, - or as warranting only the
- Jowest degree of assent. .. That which is seemn-
-~ ingly.impossible, and on the face of the thing in-
-eredible.or highly improbable, we reasonably re.
.'quifé to be substantiated by a proportional fulness
and dlstinctness of testimony. While that which

. js:in “accordance . with ‘other known facts, and
--other received kuowledge, is in itself highly pro.
'bable'and likely to be true, we admit on a lesser

. weight of evidence, = These just and obvious
-principles have, I repeat, in religious things been

:: pbandoned, if not. reversed.  Evidence which in
'8 court 6f buman justice, neither judge, nor law-
*'yer, nor' jury would take as competent testimony

- to afact.of 'even ordinary ocourrence and charag-
© texyior to & point of law—only. change the gronni
- 'to that of controversial divinity,.and it becowmnes
" wWith- these same persons most ample and decisive,
-to establish doctrines in .themselves the most ex-
: tmordmnry, and. most unlikely to be true,. In
. religion, men have. been ever ready to Lelieve any
thing and every thing, with or without evidence,
as the case.might be. It hus scemed as if- they
" took a strange dehglxt in: doing violence to the
-.:o.dictatesiof :Teason and comwmon sense, and ima-
ned; themselves :devout and meritorious before
Heaven, in proportion to the easy. credulity with
which the most-noustrons and revolting dogmas
were; engrafted into their creed.. There has been
nothing so essentially absurd, so obwuusly fabyi-
catediand false, that multitudes have not in every
age of the Church been found to believe it as a
. part.of.the revelation of .God, at the mandate of
. a pricat,’u. pope, or a council. . Evidence has not
<% been’nsked ifor, ..It  has' vather been deapised.
fuyHasjit the’ authority of orthadox fathers 2. Dues
it revolt reason ‘and sense? Does it task ﬂntlx to

the uttermost ?..: These have- virtunlly been the

4 preliminary inguirlés. - Hence, it has lmppene(l

- that doctrmes of a.purely.pagan or human origin,

5 )mve b‘een banded ‘down from’ age to age, from
church i1 church,' Wd'ake dnhesitatingiy received
_ atthie] present Ume tliroughout all Chiristendom as
\ltal truths of the Gospel, without even a decent
liow of ‘evidence it theiy behalf," and so far, - in-
deedm Sc.mpturu is concerned, ‘without being so
- “mnuch.as named in it. .. OF this deseription, (1 ap-
prehend, is the doctrine of the Trinity. . Though'

o0 deep and high. a mystery, so difficult to com-
xehend, 6~ Tmpossiblo to explain and teach, so
Altt1e ‘6o have been lookéd for in:a vevelation, aud
herel’or, so ‘natural : iand (necessary ,to lmve becn
tated,” nnd often . repeated—-thls doe-
‘ .:mne hay 8t Mattlmw, as lt uecm‘ to me, wholly

overlooked, and, as I hope will appear in the se-
quel, closed his Gospel not only without furnish-
ing that proof which the miud ought to demand
in the case, but without so much as naming it;
nay, without having by chance written but one
sentence, [Mat. xxviii.’ 19,] which, when the
doctrine has been otherwise established, can Le
tortured so as to favor it. - Now I put it to the
conscience of every reflecting person, If it be cre.
dible that the cvangelist could have lelt such a
doctrine in such uncertainty. Is it credible, that
in writing an account of a religion containing a
doctring like that of the Trinity—one which
every dictate of reason assured him would mcut
with the bitterest opposition, would be received
by the intelligent only on the amplest evidence,
and which he felt at the same time to be the
crowning doctrine of the new fuith—is it eredi-
ble, that he should have left it to be doubtfully
gathered from a few dark and equivocal expres-
sions, which will bear, and on cvery just princi-
ple of criticism require, an interpretation fatal to
the truth he intended to teach ?

II. T remark in the next place, that in tuking
the evidence of Matthew to the doctrine of the
Trinity, we are to remember that he was once a
Jew, aud would have written with the feelings
of one who had been so, and therefore if he bad
believed the doctrine himself, he would have
given it a prominent place in his Gospel.

As a Jew, the most cherished article of Lis
faith, had been the strict unity of God. It was
the distinctive feature of his ancient belief. It
was that which gave to it its superiority to the
surrounding polytheism.  The heathen had as
imposing ceremonies, as splendid temples as the
Jews ; but they did not know and worship the
oxe God. ‘This was the exclusive glovy of Ju-
daism. This tenet was guarded with most es-
pecial jealousy.  Idolatry, the having and wor-
shipping more gads than one, was with the Jews
the unpardonable sin.  The devoted attachinent
of the Jews to the unity of God stands out more
prominently than any other featurve in the char-
acter of that people.  And yet, notwithstanding
the plain language of the Old Testament ou this
subject, men can be found, theologians toe, to
maintain that the Trinity was a doctrine of the
Jewish Church ! OF this T will only say, that
the man who, after veading or studying the Ol
Testument could rise from bis labor with a con-
viction that the Trinity is tanght or implied in
it, is to be ag much regarded, as he who should
uffirm, after a similar inquiry, that Judaism is a
system of atheism. The Jew of the present day,
as did the Jew of former days, believes God to
be one, without division or distinction in name
or nature, and now as ever, regards that as the
most vital blow aimed at his faith, which invades
the purity and Integrity of this primary article
of his creed ; and so fary is he more of a C‘lnla-
tian than the believer in the Trinity, :

With  these' fe(,lmg-i, and- with Sllbh a belief,
did-Matthew join-himself: to our- Lord. From
him, says orthodoxy, as the first and most im=
portant lesson, did he receive an acconnt of the
mystery of the Trinity.. Through his public
preaching and private instruction, he wust have
heard this amazing doctrine often explained and
enforced. He must have heard it 1.id down as
the corner stone of the new religien ; for if jt
made a part of it at all, Trinitarinns ave right in
saying that it formed and still forms Its most
distinguishing feature. e must have regarded
it in that light himselti,.  Its novelty and awful
natare, its direct oppesition to that great truth
which he had been accustomed to -vencrate, the
Divine Unity, must have deeply impressed  his
mind.  When sent forth by our Savieur as a
preacher of the Gospel, it must very often have
formed the subject of his discourse, especially us
he was addressing Jews, who sould need to have
it distinctly stated and urgued, since at first sight
it would seem to them but an ingenious, covert
system of polytheisin.  After our Lord’s resur-
rection, when he became one of the great heralds
of the new faith, he must have continued to
preach and enforce it to .the day of his death.
He is commonly supposed to have written his
Gospel in theyear 63. - He had of course preach-
ed the u,ll"wn which he afterward recorded, for
the space of mare than thirty years after his Mas-
ter's death. ' During this long/interval must he
not have become pertectly familiar with the lead-
ing traths of the taith he had been disseminatiog ?
Muast not the vital .and essentinl truths of that
faith have been ten thousund times iterated from
the house-top and the way-side 2 Would not, I
may confidently ask, these vital and essential
truths be the first to present themselves to his
mind when sitting down to write an account of
the religion which le bad so long preached ?
‘Would he not, on pnnuplt.s of human nature,
have given them the same prowiinence as a h'nu-
tarian now would, who' slmuld sit dowi to write
an accont of Christianity 2" And what truths
would & Trinitarian select, and what prominence
would he give them ? © Would -they uot be the
most holy Trinity, the incirnation; tlie atone.
ment, -the double-nature of Christ, the deity of
the Spirit .- And .would. they not stand out in
bold velief on every page, und :be. proclaimed as
the truths, without faith in which there could be
no salvation ? - If the . Trinitarian would bave
written thus, hnd he been Matthew—who can
doubt he \vnuld have done’ so—DMatthew, ‘with
his taithi would, it "ig" morally certain, have done
-the same thifig ;. he could not have written other~
‘wise, ;. he.must hnve written as he. belxeved. _: Bat,
he has gwen th(-sc. dogmas no, sux,l\ promxnem.e.
Thelr names (lo not eatch the’ eye g it passes
over his pn;,ou ‘s their ‘souiid ‘does’not ‘fall upion
the' énr'ag. those pages are renid. - - Whre; T ask,
and ealt for.an unswer wheie alc lhe marks ot‘

Matthew's Trinitarian faith?  Open his Gos-
pel, search chapter after chapter, scan every verse
and word, and where do you tind the slightest
trace of Dis beliet in such a tenet 2 You will
say, perhaps, it is implied in the form of Baptism,
Allowmg it to be there; where ¢lse ? No wuene.
You will indeed, l'nll ont two Or three verses
besides, in which you will maintain that divine
attributes’are ascribed to Jesus, and that there.
foro he must be Gud : and therefure there is a
Trinity,  But—not to find fiult with the re.
markably excursivenature of this logic—beside
theses where else in the whole Gospel do you
find indications of the evangelist’s faith in the
Supreme Deity of Jesus, or the dectrine of the
Trinity ? I will not taunt with the question,
where does he mention the name of this essen-
tial dogma—where does he speak of the thing for
which the nrine stands ? s it not but too plain
that, although a few texts may be construed so
us to bear a Trinitarian sense—is it not plain that
their value, whatever it may be thought to be, is
wholly destroyed when we consider the general
tenor and prevailing lunguage of the Gospel ; that
with every reason why the evangelist should
give the doctritte in question a distinct promi-
nence above all other truths, he has on the con-
trary kept it strangely out of sight. A few texts
Jike those on which the adyocate of the Trinity
rvelies, ought not to be considered as of any au-
thority by an unpu'_]udn'e-d mind, on a question
like this. - They ure, in trath, of no foree what-
ever.  Such a doctiine must be able to show a
better support, ov it can, with the intelligent
mind, never be thought worthy to Le believed.
I should think myself as well warranted in say-
ing that the author of a treatise on the Newto.
nian system was nevertheless a disciple of Des
Curtes, because there were one or two statements
which I could explain in consistency with his
theory, though opposed by the whole scope and
tenor of the book, as that the doctrine of the
"Erinity Is to be found in the Gospel of Matthew,
and was believed by him,—while the wlmlu,
tenor and prevailing language of the history re-
Jjects, and denies, and disowns it,—hecause there
are a few passages which will bear a T'rinitarian
exposition.

Is it credible, now I would ask, that Matthew,
once n Jew and a firm believer in the Unity of
God, should have sat down and written a his-
tory of his new faiths so opposite on so essential
a point to his old belief, without once giving
his reader to understand, by » single clear state-
ment, that his new faith was different from his
old one 7

ITL T remark in the next place, that we may
reason from the general tenor and prevailing lan<
gunge of Matthew’s Guospel, to his ignorance of
the doctrine of the Trinity. - If true’ it wonld
have entered deeply inte the. structure and sen-
timent of his Gospel. :

It: is: obviousenough what is mcnnt by the
general -tenor of a book.:+ Foi example; throughs
out the Bible God is spoken of and described as
a Spirit.  1lis spivituality is taught or implied
every where. I two, or.three, or more expres-
sions should seem to centradict this truth, it is
certain that the contradiction ¢an only be an ap-
parent one 3 fml though we might not be able
satisfactorily to interpret them in consistency
with that truth we still should not be justified
in bending to them the current language of the
Bible. In many places fu seripture, hands and
arms, eyes and cars. and a bodily form are aserily-
ed to the Delty ; yet we may not therefore be-
lieve that the Duly is clothed with flesh and
bleod like ourselves, but we refer to the general
tenor and prevailing doctrine of the Bille, and
explain these expressions se as to harmonise with
it.  Similar illustrations might be abundantly
multiplied,  But [ will only add generally, in
this connection, that were the doctrines of ortho-
doxy ngmousl) tried by this rule, (and there
cannot be a juster orie) they could not stand the
test.  Who will not suy, that the general doetrine
of the Bible is, that wmiau iy able to do well or ill
as he pleases 2 On this, are grounded the pro-
mises and . threatenings of religion, which run
through the whole Bible, and stand forth on every
page. But what then becomes of the doctrine
of total depravity, wlm.h rests for its support on
u few insulated texts ?° What is more evidently
the current lunguage, and universal seuse of the
Bible than this, that the righteousness:of the
righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness
of the wicked shall be upon him ? - Buat what
then Lecomes of the doctrine of the Atonement ?
Orthedoxy vests on detached sentences, insulated
texts; strong figures; und remote inferences and
analogies. - The current sense of Seripture, the
sp'u'it ol'rits teachings, :the broad :and obvious
meaning of- its most plain and intelligible parts
are all {utsl to it, + The general tenor.and pre-
vailing lnngnngc ot‘ DMatthew’s Gospel show that
be had no faith in the doetrine of the Trinity, or
the. Deity of Jesus Christ.  No one can be found
to deny; whether orthiodox or not, that the Unity
of God; and the dependence of Jesus on him, nre
the doctrines that enter mosl.«leeply into the very
texture of the Gospel. :Lam: ready. to. affirm,
and with little fear of contmd'ctmn by nny in-
telligent heliever In the déctrines. I oppose, that
the general tenor of Matthew’s Gospel is'an de-
cidedly Liostile'to’ those- doctrines, that the’ indl-
‘vidaul cannot be founid of n'mini nnprepu'we-mul
in relation to them,’ on: ignoraut: of; them,.“lno
after a dilligent perusal aud study. of , v.lmt Gou-
pel, would even surmise. their, trath, lmlng
learried the doétrines’ lrom ather’ suurcrs, from
catechlams nnd confessions of - )
texts may be found which-will’ beﬂr al menn g |
consistent with their trath, but not vue to require |

.The Catholic gathers 'a strong argument for the:

Real Presence, from. this Gospel, - far, stronger

than the Trinitarian gathers for the dostrine of: '

the Trinity, from the whole Bible ; for lie'finds

it lnid down' i m express terms, *¢ '.l ko, eat, this

is my body.””  And.why does not the Trinita-

rimn Protestant receive this mystery? Not be:

cnuse it cannot boast the ‘most expuss du:lnrn-

tions of' scripturein its favor—=all the c\ungehsta

unite in teaching it in definite,’ inteliigable’ lan-

gunge—but becanse, among other reasons, it is .
contrary to the general tenor of the Gospel ; it

is not in keeping, not of a picce, with the rest’; C
and therefore he understands’ the’ evungullsts in : s
such places to use figurative expressions, which ’
he lntuprels 80 as to harmonise. with the -other

piainer and undeubted doctrines of . religion,

Now, the smme principle of proceeding should

lead him to iuterpret the few texty in this

Gospel which will benr a Trinltarian sense,: in

consistency with the tenet of the absolute Unity

of God which every where prevades the book.

The text containing the form of baptism, iz quite

as insulated, and solitary in relation ‘to the doe-

trine of thé Trinity, as that which seems to'teach

the mystery of' Transubstantintion is in relution

to that doctrine ; and yet, here the Trinitarian.
abandons his ndoptell principles - of criticism

which had so kindly saved him from the dreaded

fuith of the Catholic Church, and mnost perversely,

I amn almost ready to say, - contends, under.cir-

cumstances as nearly similar as possible, that the

whole Gespel, though diametrically opposed to it,

shall bend to the meaning of one verse which is

suppased to tench the doctrine of the Trinity.

1V. 1f the doctrine of the Tiinity i3 one
which Jesus tanght, and Matthew learned, then
is the evangelist’s fidelity as an historian brought
into question § for he has not taught it withithe
clearness and frequency that became so hinportant
a doctrine, and were ncu.css.u-y to its umversal
reception.

One of two things must- be truc,—eitlmr ouv
Lord did not, for some reason, teach the doctrine
during bis ministry, or Matthew has been cul-
pably negligent in recording it—or mtlu.r, has
altogether omitted to record it.

“That our Saviour did not teach the whole: of
his religion to his immediate disciples, theve is no
good ground -for believing. The jfuct that ‘it
was to be imparted to the  Gentiles; was not in-
deed  fully understood and admitted "until - after
Peter’s vision,  But there is not a single doctrine
to be found advanced by any of the Apostles,
which is not contained in the recorded discourses
of our Saviour himself. - That -he withheld the
mysteries of the Trinity and Atonement, assome
of the ancient futhers maintained, luserving them
for later communications thwug,h John, is mere
nﬂsumpuon, and a most unloltunntt‘ one tou -’v a8
of all the writers of the' New lustnment, ‘John
is the most distinct’ and ‘emphatic  in* kis - testi-
mony .to; the unity aud supremacy.of the:Father
Not to add, that the advocates of the 'lllmty ‘by
adopting the idea that John first taught it, lose
whatever advantage is to be derived from ‘ the
testimony of the ‘other Looks of the New I'esta-
ment, which were all—with the exception of his
own Epmtles, written before his Gospel.

It remning, therefore, that Matthew ‘must
have been fully initited into the knowledge of
the Trinity,  If true, it must have been repre-
sented to him as of the same indescribable value
and importance which it is now supposcd to pos-
sess.  Ide must have received it, and be]leved in
it, as the distinctive pee ulunn.y of his Muste)' 3
religion—thé vital, fundimental doctiine’ of‘the
Gospel. Iow criminally-untaithful hias he been
then ! - He has professed -to write a history of
our Lord, and to givé an account of his veligion,
yet the most important doctrine of . that . religion
he has suppressed, or has so obscurely, alluded to
it, that if- by any chance Ais-Gospel nloue had
been preserved, the world would huvc :been , for
ever ignorant of it! . - :

Buat it is 0 moral unposmlnhty tlmt he sl\onld
have been unfaithful:or. vetniss in such. a. case.
Every motive combined to make him, faithfal., 1t
he was & man, he could not in-such circumstan-~
ces be utherwiss than scrupulously so. . Love of .
the t1uth, whlvh he had pruu.hed 30 lnng, nn-l
for which he afterwitrds suffered ‘artyrdom ¥ ate
taehment to his’ Muster, “whom'lie: had fullc'ved .
so long ; ‘self respect—all united to.ensure. fidel.
ity-and a complete and  pevfect | rec l'm.' all
e knew or.could lmnw lns mn,ht be tha only
history that’ woulul éver be’ \vrltlm by in eyc. "and:
enr witness 3 anid heiv ‘could he be otherwise than
most ﬂll‘(lﬂll:‘!ly and: minutely careful  that, every.
truth of his Master should.be recorded, and in'a
manner cor respnmllng to us.n-lnuvn |mportunce ?
But the (lm,tnm. i3 not (,onl.uned or' tuug,hl‘. in
his- Go«pol : ‘or” at thost- it iaso’ ebseurely implied:
that it will not be pretended that, except testi-’
mony could be drawn-from other .quarters, It
would:be. possible:to estublish it on .the hints af-
lm'dul by this evangelist,, o even 1o,guess at, thc .
existence of such a dogmn. Thet elow we con.
clude “that Jeésus * never* tmlgllt the' doctriiie; to....
‘Matthew, ‘thut the u\'nngellst nt.verfheurd of it,
and never'intended to record itis v 1oy

1 have;now, presented;some genu‘nl consldem-;
uons, tmdnng to show that if (M higy
bulh.vul the d(n.lrlne nf th I_‘rijllt
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it;; still less, one-shat :divecily | tonclu.u them.



