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“THE SABBATH WAS MADE FOR MAN.”

{ JANUARY, 1853.

—

THE SABBATH OBSERVER.
Tne CoyantreE of the Nova Scotia Sab-
bath Alliance have resolved to issue, pe-
riodically, & small publlcation in connec-
tion with the Sabbath, similar to the one
now sent forth, They have been induced
to adopt this course for several reasons.
First, they hope that, by the divine bles-
sing resting upon such an exponent of
their views, they may be honoured in

- elevating the standard of Sabbath sancti-
fication, even amongst those classes that
;l;cknowledg%1 its divinelorigin, but who

. Yaye not sufficiently realized the extent

E @%&ﬁ@%oﬁﬁigy%ﬂié obligations there-
by iruposed ;—Secondly, they are desirous
often and again, to bring before the minds
of the <hristian public those views of the
Sabbath which go to demonstrate its be-
neficent character, and to show bow ex-
tensively it conduces, when duly observ-
ed, to man’s physical, temporal, social,
moral, and eternal welfare ;—Thirdly,
they feel it incurabent upon them to do
what they can to furnish their fellow-
creatures around, with the most recent
intelligence of the efforts that are at pre-
sent being made by the friends of the
Sabbath, every where, with a view to its
better observance, ond, thereby, to warn
and admonish, on the one hand, and to
stimulate, encourage, and strengthen, on
the other ;—And fourthly, they feel per-
suaded that by such a vehicle they will
have the opportunity of again and again
direcling attention to any species of Sab-
bath desecration that may exist amongst
this population, and of urging to the use
of those means that may appear best fit-
ted for its removal. These are some of
the main objects contemplated by the
committee of the Nova Scotia Sabbath
Alliance in occasionally issuing the Sad-
bath Observer ; and they would earnestly
solicit the countenance and support of the
friends of the Sahbath, generally,through-
out the Province,in order that tais humble
instrumentality may prove of extensive
practical utility in prcmoting a better obser-

vance of that day, which is at once the me-
morial and the pledge of man’s highest

that if once its walls are scaled and de-
molished, they have little to do but to di-

felicity, as well as the best conservatory of vide the prey. Well do they know that

all our religious privileges.

The SaZbath Observer will be distri-
buted gratuitously ; and it is hoped that
those who approve of the ungdertaking
will forward their contributions to the
Treasurer of the Nova Scotia Sabbath
Alliance, M. G. Black, Esq., or to the Se-
cretary, the Rev. A. Forrester, and thus
warrant the committee to continue the
publication.— Original,

THE PRESENT POSITION OF.
THE SABBATH QUESTION.
There cannot be a greater mistake

than to suppose that the battle of the
Sabbath hath been fought and won, and
that little fear need be apprchended of
further hostilities. It might just as well
be mainfained that the cause of trathand
righteousness bath triumphed over that
of falsehood and wickedness, and that the
adherents of the former may now return
their sword into the sheath, and rest
contented. Triamphed! Why the con-
flict between light and darkness, between
truth and error, between fith and scep-
ticism, is, properly speaking, but begin-
ning ; and so is it, so must it be, bétween
the friends and opponents of the Sabbath.
What <onstitutes the grand citadel of de-
fence of all the gitts and blessings which
the God of truth and life hath committed
to the charge of his church? It is the
Sabbath. Wkat is it that forms the char-
ter-house of all our sacred and civil im-
muunities and privileges? It is the Sab-
bath. 'What is the arsenal whence we
must draw all our ammunition and wea-
pons when the powers of this world are
leagued in dread array against the ram-
parts of truth and righteousness? Xtis.
the Sabbath. Andisit then to be won-
dered at that such tremendous strokes
should be levelled by the emissaries of
darkness ang of blood, at this grand con-
servative Institute? Well do they know

if they could but obtain an entrance into
this Treasury, and spoliate this our char-
ter, there would be but little to arrest their
tyrannical and domineering principles.—
Well do they know that if this weapon
were wrested from the hands of the leal-
hearted Sabbatarians,they would soon be-
come complete masters of the citadel.—
If, therefore, the Sabbath be of such vast
magnitude, what have we naturally-to ex-
pect? That the powers of darkness will
-wage against it determided and a céanes
less warfare—a warfare that will put on
a different phase, according to circum-
stances, and be accoutred with those very
weapons which the spirit of the age de-
mands. It is well then that the friends
of the Sabbath be ever on the alert and
anon enquiring, Watchman, what of the
night? And all this, that they may be in
a state of preparedness_{or meeting their
antagonists and causing their weapons of
atack to recoil wpon their own head.—
And what is the particular phase in which
opposition to the Sabbath now pre-
sents itself? It is, in our apprehension,
three-fold.

1. ZRismanifestedin the speculativethe
Scientific, and the literary infidelity of the
age. ‘The upholders and propagators of
this species of infidelity are much more
numerous, and much more deleterions
in their influence, than many seem to be
aware of. They come from various starting
points, they flow {rom various fountain-
heads, but they all at last arrive at the
same awful gulph,the same gloomy chasm.
Some start from the veriest heights of su-
perstition, and, finding nought there to sa-
tisfy the cravings of their immortal spi-
rits, they are precipitated headlong into
the very opposite extremity, the jaws of
infidelity. Otners originate in intellee-
tual idolatry, which, frowning on all that
comes, not within the range of the geni-
us of that idol, would fain subordinate
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and subjugate the loftiest discoveries of the
character and will of the infinite and eter-
nal One to its puny dictates, and would re-
sist, without one pang of remorse, the ob-
ligations of a code of morality the most
sublime and salutary the world ever saw.
Others take their rise in the physiologi-
cal speculations of the day, which would
either trace all our intellectual and emo-
tional powers to the peculiar structure of
organized substances, or, in order to pre-
serve the existence of a Supreme Intelli-
gence, would fain resolve the mind of
man into a piece of organization, gradu-
ally refined and sublimated, and develop-
ed from a mass of gelatinous-matter. But
whatever be their source, all tend to the
same conclusion; and whether this spirit
exists in {be breast of the infidel savan,
or the politico-philauthropist,or the man of
seience and literature, its aim and end in
them -all is the demolition of the integrity
and sunctity of the Sabbatk as an institute
of Heaven.

2.  Another species of antagonism to
the Sadbathy's that spiret of wtilitarianism,
that at present reigns with all but ubso-
lute sway.~Xivery fact or truth once cs-
tablished, through whatever channel it
flows, is of utility, brings us closer to
the fountain of all truth, and contributes,
in-one shape or-another, to the well-being
-of man,the Liord of this nether workl. The
fact-or truth may continue in a state of in-
active dormancy,or in astateof quiet abey-
ance for generations or centuries, -but it
shall, some time.or.other, be'regarded in
its own intrinsic worth, .occupy the posi-
tion it ought, and subserve kigh and im-
portant purposes. Now, what is thespi-
1it of the age, and what-are its practical
tendencies? In the height of its impa-
tience it would at once discard every fact
or truth that cannot be turned into direct
or immediate account,.and drive its cha-
riot wheels over all that is sacred and
pure. Ience, it boldly repudiates all
moral restraints that would check its
presumption and daring. Ience, it vio-
lates, without the vestige of compunction,
the highest and holiest commands, when
these would ventureto obstruct its eourse.
And bence, too, in the exercise of ils
spurious philanthropy, it would provide
places of amusement and relaxation for
the working populution of the laund, on
tkat day which the Creator has claimed
as ‘his own-peculiar property, and which
in very love he has given to man, asa
preparation for-a glorious eternity.

8. dAnother specics of antagonisin to
the Sabbatk is a self-indulyiny, self-ag-
grandizing, and a moncy coveling spi-
rit.—~This is the graed characteristic
'of the age. The whole world is hasting
to be rich. Individuals are vieing with
individuals, nations with nations, in their
ardent pursnit afteropulence. Some are
foilowing one course, and others another,
but they all meet and pay their obeisance
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at tho alfar of Mammon. Ifor the satis-
fying of this unquenchable thirsy, the
laws both of God and man are sot at
open defiance.  That this idol may bc
more fully adored, they do their best to re-
tain the reputation of a Christian profes-
sion ; and, to pacity their consciences, they
gloss over the most plain and positive pre-
cepts of tho Bible, by the most bare-
faced and erronecous interpretations.—
Ilence they plead for secular traflic on
the Lord’s day, the running of the loco-
motives on the railways, and of the boats
on tho canals, and the like,—though, in
their attempts to reconcile such conduct
with their religious profession, they are
guilty of the use of arguments aud lan-
guage Dordering on infidelity, if not on
blasphemy. Witness the proceedings at
present going on in connection with the
Chrystal Palace at Londen.

These are some of the phases which
the opposition to the Sabbath is now as-
suming. It were well that the friends of
the Sabbath were surveying tnore watch-
fully these raodes of attack. It were well
that they were girding on more valiantly
the armour that the Biole hath provided,
and above all, that they were rallying
more closely around the standard of the
Lord of the Sabbath.— Original.

PRINCIPLES AND AIMS OF THE
SCOTTISH SABBATH ALLIANCE.
Thoe Alidnee rests upon the Fourtly Cow-

mandment. And why? Not because the
Fourth Commandment instituted the Sabbath;
nor because the rest of the Bible, particularly
the New Testament, i3 silent about it; out

‘beeause the whole Moral Law, binding wpon

all men, at ail times and in all places, is sum-
med up in the Ten Commandments. Tokeep
holy to God one whole day in seven, is as
much a duty of universal obligation as to re-
verence parenis and not to take God’s name
in vain. DMuch light is thrown by other parts
of Scripturc on the origin of the Sabbath,and
on the right way of observing it; but it is on
Sinai that the Sabbath veceive its highest
sanction. It is there that itis me rporated

habit of obedience is broken; men learn to
act upon the promptings of their.own winds,
instead of the formal commands of God ; even
the best are injured i the whole tone of their
religion by this sort of assumed independence :
and how rapidly, in the case of the vast ma-
jority, it runs into universal lawlessness, the
records of every criminal court in the country
can tell.

‘The Alliance, therefore, stands forth for tho
Sabbath, not merely asgood forman, but as
made by God; and good for man, becanse
made by God: the Sabbath was made for
man,

Henee the Alliance can consent to no com-
romise-~it can pursue no hall-measures.—
The entire day of twenty-four hours, is the
only Sabbath the Alliance knows, for it is the
only Sabbath the law of God kuows. The
fiction of canonical hours, er hours of chureh
service, and the notion of restricting the Sab-
bath-rest to them, is a mere unauthorized in-
vention either of the god of this world, or of
the Man of Sin.

Hence, also, the Alliance can approve ot
no systemacie-provision for cases of necessity
and mercy. Lhatsuch cases will occasionally
ocenr, and tuat all possible facilities should be
afforded for meeting them when they do oc-
cur, the Alliance most fully admits But
then, from their very nature, they must be
occasional. They oceur also much more
rarely than many people think; for the God
of the Babbath is the God of providence ;and
Le has not given men aninstitution that-clash-
es, in any -serious measure, with his own pro-
cedure in the ordering.of the events of life —
And, at any rate, to mutilate the Sabbath for
the general community, by bolding out a con-
staut, regular, and unifor:n bait for cases of
necessity and merey, is not to meet them
when they oceur, which alone is lawful, but
to court and create their occurrence. All
experierce, accordingly, proves—what a
knowledge of human nature might lead us 10
expeet—that, where arrangements arve not
studiously made beforehand in such cases,
they are extremely rare; while you have on-
ly to hold out ostentatiously systematic facili-
ties for accommmodating them, aed they rapid-
Iy multiply on your haud ;—the most frivolons
occasion becoming suddenly a mighty crisis.

‘Thus, taking its stand on the law of God,
and contending for the entire day as the Sab-
bath, the .Alliance proposes to deal with the

and imbedded in that comprehensive rule of general mind and conscience of this profess-

morality which must last while the world
stands The divine law of right and wrong,
and the Sabbath, must now stand or fall to-
gether. If the Fourth Commandment goes,
all the others go with it; henceforth the love
of God and the love of man cease to be com-
manded dumdes, and are left merely to the
impulseof teehng. The Sabbath, in the Fourth
Commandment, 1s the great safe-guard of both
tables of the law.

All experience bears witness to this. Let
men give up keeping the Sabbath as a moral
duty, exactly on the same footing with the o-
ther duties to God and man taught in the Ten
Commandments ; and what follows ? They
may profess and try for a little to keep the
Sabbath on the looting of expediency or the
authority of the Church, or some other rcason
of decency or devotion : but it is no longer
kept in obedience to an express law of God.
And this is always the beginning of groar evil
Tt leads to a ax exercise of private } dgment
as to the way of keeping the Sahbath- Tor it
15 all now mattor of discretion together  The

edly Christian nation, and particulariy to in-
fluence those who may be said, to a large ex-
tent to have the destinies of the Scottigh Sab-
bath in their hands.

To call forth, collect, and combine the con-
victions of the Scottish Christian people—so
as.to form a sound pablic opinion on the sub-
ject, and give it voice.and utterance—is one
chief design of the Alliance. This, evident-
ly, must Pea work of time. The present
movement, therefore, is not a single isolated
cflort for carrying, by one stroke a particular
measure. We do not expect all at once to
secure success in the great work we have on
band. On the contrary, our design is to
make arrangements for a permanens, pauent,
and persevering system of peaceful aggressi-
onon all forms of Sabbath-desecration, with a
view to the progressive improvement of alt
classes of the community in the habits of Sab-
bath-observance. Ilence the ‘nesessity of a
large organization, branching.throughout ali
the land, and having the means of vigorous
and effective action, on every occasion that



inay present itself. To enrol in one great
association all the friends of tho Sabbath ; and
by aunual subscriptions, rising upwards in a-
mount from the very smallest sum: that the
poorest wember can afford, to secure the ne-
cessary resources for the constant and indus.
trious plying ot all the moral force and influ-
ence that can be brought to bear upon tho
cause ; Lo cirenlate in every possible way cor-
rect information and sound views on the sub-
ject, entering into details, and coming down
10 what affects every man’s home and heart ;
and to adopt every legitimate measure for
persuading those who have so much in their
power, to exert themselves for the protection,
and for the breach of the Sabbath; such are
fome of the objects which the Alliance has in
vigw.

Ve need bardly say that in the last of these
objeets, we point to such instances as the
Railways, the Post-oflice, the opening of pub-
lic-houses on the Sabbath, reading-rooms, the
sailing of steam-boats, &e.

The railways must be our first and chief
concern. It is they that have occasioned the
formation of the Alliance: and it is in con-
nection with them that the risk is greatest,
and the consequences most alarming. In
Ingland, there are already 810 Sabbath
trains, employing about 47,000 railway ser-
vams. The number will soon be 127,000,
when the railways now in progress are com-
pleted. Trains in many parts run every
hour, especially about London and Newcas-
tle, and at half-price on the Sabbath. Asyet,
m Scotland, the plea is for two trains on the
Sabbath, a morning and evening one, to meet
alleged cases of npecessity and mercy, The
plea is worthless. There is no need of sucha
provision; as is proved from the entire stop-
page of public means-of communication on
the Glasgow and Greenock, and Glasgow and
Ayr lines, from the first aud: more receatly
on the Idinburgh and Glasgow line. With
every possible mducement, and one or two
attempts, to get up cases of hardship or incon-
venience, none have rcally occurrcd—abso-
lutely not one. The thing, moreover, isim-
practicable. \What is a morning train in one
place becomes a mid-day train 30 or 100
miles off. The so-called. marning trains pass
Cupar with their whistles sounding, the one
as the bells are ringing, the other when the
people are in churceh, It is sheer infatuation
to dream of thus restricting the trains, if once
allowed to run at all ; and 1t is a cruel mock-
ery to talk ofa few hours in the morning and
cevening being ail that is taken from the work-
man’s day of rest, when it must be obvious
that every train at every station creates, and
cannot bat create, work enocugh, and more
than enough, in coaches, omnibusss, porterage,
inns, &c., &e., 1o occupy hundreds for the
whole forenoon. Above all, it is a sin, and
the beginning of more sin. Some good peo-
ple may deccive themselves for a time; and
many designing people may take advantage
of their sitplicity, till Scotland has her two
or three thousand miles of railway all up and
down over the whole land. Then men will
boegin to open their eyes. Itis the aim of the
Ailiance to iry to open men’s eyes a little be-
forchand. Prevention is better than cure —
In this case, cure would be impossible.

‘Lhe Post-oflice dupartment is a_monsirous
engine of Sabbath-breaking. Take the fol-
lowing illustration :=—mOn reference to the
Post-office Directory (page 1689%: the follow-
ing statistics will be found. In Xngland and
TWales alone.there are. 4,250 post-towns and
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sub-fowns; In Scotland, 715 ; and in Ireland,
7560 ; making a total of 5,715 towns and vil-
lages which make up a letter-bag on Sunday.
Allowing two oflicers only 10 cach of these
places—viz , a poatmaster and letier-carrier—
and to 800 post-towns a clerk each additional,
we arrive at a numerical result of TweLvE
THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED AND THIRTY
persons who ave compelled by a Government
which supports a religious Establishment, to
break the Foprth Commandwent. Tru'y an
army of Sabbath-breakers under the patron-
age of the Crown! Take another in reference
to Scotland : it is from a document, furnished
by the late Sir Euward Lees, Secretary to
the General Post-oflice for Scotland, dated
15th April, 1839, in which he calculated the
number of individuals enaaged divectly in
Post-offiee labiour in Scotland on the Sabbath
to be upwards of fice thousand. And to this
estimate falls to be added the enormous a-
mount of Sabbath-breaking to which the de-
livery of letters and newspapers inevitably
leads—the opening of reading rooms, attend-
anee in counting houses and chambers, and
gonerally the distraction and exhaustion of
mind produced by a ceaseless attention to
worldly business Take a more particular
instance, at a swall country town in Scotland.
The minister writes thus :—¢ The postmaster
tells us, that the Sabbath is by much the bu.
siest day of letter-despatching; while not a
few call for their letrers, and at all hours, to
lis great annoyance. The first Sabbath morn-
ing after his appointment, he was surprised
by the arrival, at seven A.M, of gentlemen’s
servants, seeking their letters and newspa-
pers. I was in lushouse two Sabbaths ago,
visiting his son on a dying bed, and had the
very unpleasant interruption, over and over,
of persons coming with their letters, and o-
thers to receive letters. The greatest num-
ber, the postmaster told me, were sent off on
Sabbath evenings. The inference is plain
and sad, that some leading people must em-
{:loy a great part of the Lord’s-day in writing
usiness and other letters.  The happy arrest-
ment of railway travelling between Glasgow
has bad the effect of breaking up a diinking
placeat station, and otherwise cutting
off one very offensive accasion of Sabbath
desecration.” There is no shadow of ¢ven a
decent pretence for all this. ILetters are ne-
ver given out or dispatched in London; the
merchan.s there not only do not want them,
but would not have them. Noa that travel-
ling is so rapid, and all places brought so
near one another, no inconvenience of any
sort could arise from the entire stoppage of
all Post-oflice work and mail carriage on the
Sabbath. If this was once effected, every
one would feel a relief. No man would be
afraid of his neighbour getting his letters be-
fore him, and so having an undue advantage.
All would have a day free from annoying bu-
siness interruptions; and the wonder would
be, that they ever submitted to so barassing a
system as the prescut.  We aim at the shut-
ting of every Yost-oflice, and the suspension
of all Lost-office travelling, during the whole
twenty-four hours of the Sabbath.

The horrid evils of open public-houses on
the Sabbath, with othur usages tending to
make police ofiences mors common on that
than on any other day, demand, and will xe-
ceive, the immediate attention of the Alli-
ance, inall its branches ‘The extent of these
evils may be estimated from a single fact :—
The number of persons admitted into the I-
dinburgh Police Prison, for drunkenness,

0
v

during the three months of January, Februa-
ry, and March, 1840, from Fridays at four o'-
clock .., to Saturdays at the same hour,
was 82 ; and from the Saturdays to the same
hour on Sundays, 221. Nor will the Alliance,
under God, fail to exert its influence and lift
up its testimony against any prevalent and
public form of Sabbath desaeration, whatever
may be the class on which the responsibility
may lie.

Thus, then, the Aliance proposes to act,
quictly and calmly, yet cnergetically and
perseveringly. It 1s in no spivit of mere agi-
tation, far less with any feeling of hostility to
any party, that the Afliance starts upon”this
benevolent enterprise ; but from love to God’s
law, and regard to man’s best interests, tem-
poral as woll as spwitual. That success is
surc, tho Alllance dare not presume to say *
the issue is in higher bands thaw ours. But
similar means have succeeded cisewhore. In
America, a Sabbath Convention, similar to
ours, * met in November, 1844, atBaltimore.
Its influence was felt immediately. One rail-
way and canai after another discontinued
traflic ; and in the beginning of 1847. Sabbath
travelling and traflic on the Lord’s-day in the
Northern States had nearly disappeared. I
cannot state the date of the change taking
placein the American Post-office om Sabbath.
The stoppage was produced by the force of
public opinion on t}xe comuunity of travellers
on Sabbath, on railway companies, and on
tlxc_Govemment, as I gather from scattered
notices. In 1847, travelling on the Lord's-
day in the New England States, New York,
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, was little
known.” This'is encouraging. ‘Crusting in
God, who alone can command the blessing to
deseend: on any labour, the Alliance is-resol
ved to go forward. And we go as, in a man-
ner, almost the forlorn-hope in this moral
warfare. It seems to be now or never.—
Without some such association as this, many
desultory and detached exertions might be
made, memorials got up, protests lodged, ex-
cellent tracts written, and excelient speeches
dulivered. But the random firing cxpends
itself} the train of mischief moves on; line
after line 18 opened ; familiarity begets indif-
fereace ; and people cease to be alarmed or
shocked  To comoine the energies of good
men in this cause, and to perpetuate them, is
the grand aim ot the Alliance We may form
our ranks slowly, but we shall form them de-
liberately, not to be disbanded till, by God’s
blessing 1n his own cause, the peaceful victory
18 gained.—Alliance Tract.

DIVINE INSTITUTION OF THE
SABBATH.

There are few subjects of which we ap-
preach the cxamination with a more
cheerful assurance that research will not
be iz vain, cither as regards its import-
ance or its success, than that stated at the
head of this article.

It is important, for vain were all endea-
vours to enforce ap institution so hostile
to corrupt tastes and selfish calculations
as the Sabbath, unless based on Divine
authority ; and that itis successful, we
trust the few observations now to be of-
fered, though unavoidably limited, will
be sufficient to evince.

It there be a Supreme Being who has
a right to require from His intelligent
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ereatlires the worship of the heait in its
* intents and thoughts” ; and it man, His
ereature, cither from his busy occupation
in many unavoidable cares, or from an
evil tendency of his mind towards the
love and service of the creatu.e rather
than the Creator, is exposed to the dan-
ger of comitting that higher and noller
worship ; nothing seems more supposable
than that there would be made, on the
part of the Supreme Governor, a provi-
aion by which the employment of a por-
tion of the time of man’s busy and distract-
ed life should have all the authority of
command, should be found standing on the
same foundation as every other moral re-
quirement ;—and accordingly, we think,
a candid examination of scriptural testi-
mony will shew, that no point of Ahe mor-
allaw is announced with greater clearness
or explicitness than this, perhaps noneso
clearly or explicitly.

The same care which has announced
the wondrous action of creation, the six
days work of completing the visible carth
and heavens in their present aspect, has
equally marked the Divine rest that en-
sued, The curtain falls on the animated
scenes of a peopled earth and dazzling
sky, to rise on the still sublimer scene of
God reposing, and thereby revealing to
us the “rest that remains” for Ilis peo-
ple.

In Genesis ii. 2, 3, we read, “and on
the seventh day God ended his work
which he had made ; ard he rested on the
seventh day from all his work that he had
made. And God blessed the seventh day
and SANCTIFIED IT: BECAUSE TIAT IN
4T ME TAD RESTED from all Ilis work
that God created and made.” To sancti-
fy, every one knows, is to make holy;
and to make holy when spoken in relati-
on to things, is to set apart to a sacred
purpose. This passage, therefore, in-
forms us, that God set apart fo a sacred
purpose the seventh day; that is, every
ecventh day; for it would be altogether
too trivial to suppose that only the first
seventh: day is here intended ; especially,
as there was, then, no man on the carth
to keep that first day; and it must be for
man’s observance that the day was made
holy. Not¢ for angels, for days and times
belong not to them. Not for God Iim-
self, for He cannot be the object of His
own laws.

Here, then, we think, is unequivocally
the announcement of a series of Sabbaths,
or holy seventh days, commencing inome-
diately after the completion of the work
of creation ; to be observed by the only
beings who could, in the nature of the
case, observe them——the rase of man.—
‘What moral law is more explicitly an-
nounced than this? We know of none,
Xven the shedding of blood hus, in the
earlier scriptures, no clearer mark set on
it as the breach of God’s law, than the
Institution of the Sabbath is thus set forth
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as a Divine command, And until the
clearer announcement of the Decaloguo
on Sinai, other moral actions seem 1o
have been left chiefly to inference, or the
natural impulses of conscience, for their
evidence; while the authority of the Sab-
bath blazed forth from the first with all
the distinetness and magnificence of Soeve-
reign enaciment.

With light so distinet bearing on tlis
question, we scarcely know how to meet
with any gravity or calmness, those, how-
ever weighty their names, who propose
to reduce this solemn appointment of mor-
al obligation to the level of those enact-
ments of Mosaic ritual, that of necessity
passed awuy with the dispensation to
which they belonged. Fow, we may
reasonably ask, with what shew of reason
or evidence is a law made immediately
on the completion of the work of creati-
on, and then announced as law to le re-
garded as a part of thut ceremonial sys-
tem which was not instituted until so ma-
ny centuries afterwards, and for a par-
pose limited and specific? We know
not in what terms a moral lIaw of univer-
sal obligation could be promulgated mare
clear and conclusive than those now cited
from Genesis.

But the passage cited gives out further
light than that as yet noticed in our com-
ment. It not only states the fact that the
series of seventh days was consccrated,
but it gives also the reason of that conse-
cration—« God sanctified” the day, we
read, ¢ because” He then ¢ rested from
his work,” Nothing is plainer than that
IIis zesting from His work, is, in these
worls, stated as the reason why the se-
venth day, or series of seven days, is
sanctified. But why is that rest a reason
for the consecration that ensued ? A
most pregnant inquiry. How, we ask, is
it to be satisfactorily answered? Does
any reply appear more simple and natu-
ral than this :—that as the rest from la-
bor, which seemed to a human eye to en-
sue when the work of creation ceased,
happily symbolized the spiritual rest of
heaven, therefore the seventh day, that is
the day when that symbol occurred, was
set apart to be itself a symbol of the same
rest, as well as an appropriate occasion to
prepare for it, and to enjoy its foretaste ?
It would, then, according to this view be,
to every right-minded person, a very hap-
py day, a day of holy enjoyment. But
is not this also expressly asserted in the
passage ?  We read there, not only that
(God “ sanctified” the day, or made it ho-
ly, but also that he “blessed” it or made
it happy, which secms to complete the
view now taken of the entire passage as a
harmonious whole ; for it must, we con-
ceive, be admitted, by all who allow that
the worzhip of God isa delightful employ-
ment, that, if the seventh day was conse-
crated to that service, this was indeed to
make it blessed ; and, by all who admit

that the rest from the work of creation is
a symbol of heaven, that there could be
no fitter reasoan for its consccration.

With this plain declaration of the will
of God that a seventh day, a Sablath,
should from the fitst, and always, record
the creation, symbolize Ileaven, and Lo
above all other days a happy day, we can-
not doubt that holy Patriarchs, previons
to the Mosaic dispensation, must have ob-
served gladly the Divine appointment.—
It must have been, we conceive, well and
commonly kncwn and acknowledged by
all sincere worshippers of Jchovah
throughout the Patriarchal ages; and
when, therefore, we read in Exodus xvi.
923, —¢% And he said unto them, This is
that which the Lord hath said, To-moi-
row i3 the rest of the holy Sabbath unte
the Lord,” we feel that the balance of ev-
idence is far more in favour of regarding
the passage as referring to a usage already
in existence as derived from the Patri-
archs, than as designed to intimate the
commencement of & Mosaic appointment,

Passing this, however, we come to the
announcement of the Decalogue. Die-
tinct as has appeared the evidence alrea-
dy cited from Genesis, still, if the law of
the Sabbath had not taken its place with
othér moral laws of acknowledged perpe-
tuity, we should be compelled to confess
a deficiency for which it would be diffi-
cult to account consistently with that ear-
liest record. A Divine law of Sabbati-
cal rest annourced for purposes and rea-
sons in their nature, evidently co-exten.
sive with time, dc manded the sanction of
Sinai.  We turn, however, to the record
of that wonderful renewal of the moral
law, and are not disappointed. Side by
side with the first and great command-
ment, the law of Divine love, the prohi-
bition of idolatry, and of the abuse of
oaths, and the law of filial piety, in the
first and loftiest table of perpetual moral
law is found the law of Sabbatical obser-
vance. To us it seems to throw inexpli-
cable confusion, where otherwise every-
thing seems symmetrical and explicit, tn
suppose that into such high place should
be raised a mere rite of Mosaic appoint-
ment; a shadow that was to pass away ;
a type merely of the new covenant in
Christ.  “Why not exalt to the same po-
sition, other positions of that typical ritu-
al? the law of the Passover for instance?
As a portion of typical service, the pass-
over would appear as important as any
cther portion, if not more so from its not
only recording the protection of the Isra-
clities in the destruction of Egypt, bus
shadowing forth the great sacrifice to
come, on whom hinges all the hopes of
mankind, the salvation of the world and
the glory of the Mediatorial Kingdom.

But the law of the Passover is not
there; no other rite of the dispensation
of types and shadows is there; there on-
1y, besides the Sabbath, ars the laws that



are based on the perpetual necessiiies of
human nature; and there consequently
when we find the Sabbath, we learn that
ity too, has a similar busis. It, too, iz a
law of perpetual obligation. A Divine
Institution for ali times, and all nativos,
blessed, or made happy, ¢ because” Gud
Tested on the Sabbath day, and because
there remaineth for the peoplo of God a
rest which thas day, so 'ong as time lasts,
shall typify—and for which it shall ever-
more prepare the people of God.— Oriy.

WIIEN WAS THE SABBATH
INSTITUTED?

Genesis ii, 1—8. “Thus the heavens and
the earth were finished, and all the host of
them. And on the seventh day God ended
his work which he had made, and ke 1est-
cd on the seventh day from all his woirk
which he had made. And God blessed the
seventh day, and sanctified it ; because that
in it he had rested from all his work which
God created and made”

Tuxke is something very impressive and
myjestic in this review of creation.—
“ Thus the heavens and the earth were
finished, and all the host of them,”—wise-
ly, mightily, kindly, gradually, but per-
fectly. Dan’s work, especially when
.great, is commonly a work of ages. One
lays the foundation, and another the top-
stone; or, what is worse, one pulls down
what another had reared, but God finish-
ed his work. He is a vock—his work is
perfect. Now, we are here informed,
that after the work of creation was com-
pleted, and reviewed, and the high seal
of heaven’s approbation aflixed, Jehovah
rested ; not that he was weary, or could
not have accowplished the work as easily
in one day, or in one moment, as in six
days, but that he might thereby furnish
to us an cxample. And immediately
thereupon he proceeded to institute the
Sabbath, ¢ and he rested od the seventh
day from all his work whick he had made ;
and God blessed the seventh day and
sanctified it.” It is thus clear that the
first act of Jehovah after craation, was
tbe inatitution of the Sabbath; that, in
fact, the first complete day, and perhaps
the only complete day of man’s innocency
upon earth was the Sabbath ; an interest-
ing and instructive circumstance, well
fitted to show to Adam, and to all bis
posterity, that the chief end of man’s ex-
jstence is the glorification of his Crea-
tor, and that from this exercise springs
his true and essential happiness.

And what a bright and blessed day
must that have been to our first parents!
In looking abroad upon the face of the
world, with its teeming myriads of inha-
bitants, all designed, as they were fitted,
to minister to their bliss, they beheld in
every object presented to the view, some
display of the divine perfections, some
feature of the divine glory, and thusheld
sweet and endearing fellowship with their
Creator God. In looking within and in-
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specting their own mental and moral con-
stitutiun, they saw the beautiful adapta-
tion of their faculties, and powers, and e-
motions, 10 the external world around
them, and the prospect thereby aflurded
of an ever flowing and an ever increas-
ing tide of felicity, must at once have re-
galed their wminds and satisfied their heartes.
Bat what were all this, in cumparison
with the pure gratification of soul which
they experienced, while they held direct
and immediate intercouse with God
through the worship and religious servi-
ces of this hallowed day. Then God, as
Creator and Preserver, was felt to be
very near, directing their thoughts to
pew discoveries of his glory, revealing to
them yet brighter manifestations of his
character and government, satisfying and
ravishing them with the enjoyment of the
divine presence.

But not only was the Sabbath appoint-
ed when man was in primeval innocence,
it was appointed even before Adam was
formally constituted the federal repre-
sentative of his posterity. From the mo-
ment of his creation, he became, of cuurse,
the natural root of his offspring, but he
was not constituted the moral and spiritu-
al head till afterwards, as is manifest
from the contents of the second chapter
of the Book ot Genesis. There, we are
informed that after the appointment of
the Sabbath, God entered into covenant
with Adam, not only for himself but for
his posterity, and, to give greater solem-
nity to this transaction, to invest this co-
venant with more impressive grandeur,
he is taken from his abode in the wide
world, and placed in a particular spot,
where there were gathered into one
whale, all that was beautiful, and magni-
ficent, and refulgent of nature’s products.
This spot was designated a Garden, the
Garden of Eden, and Paradise; and am-
ply entitled was it to this designation j——
for here not only did the natural attri-
butes of Deity irradiate with resplendent
lustre all the works of creation, but
God specially and direetly revealed him-
self as the blessed portion of the soul, as
well as the moral Governor of the Uni-
verse, proclaiming, on the one Land, the
requirements of his law, and, on the other,
the glorious reward of obedience, all sa-
ciamentally and symbolically exhibited
in the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil, and in the Tree of Life. And why
all this? Why this constitution and ar-
rangement of things?  Just that the Sab-
batic law might be seen to be altogether
independent of man’s apostacy, altogether
unaffected either by tle continnance or
non-continuance of man in primeval dig-
nity and glory.

We maintain, then, according to the
plain common sense impors of the lan-
guage employed, that the Sabbath was
instituted the day after the completion of
the work of creation, that it is, in short,
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co-eval with creation. The trausactions
of the seventh day immediately followed
those of the sixth, precisely as those of
the sixth followed the fifth, ‘The history
is chronolugical, unbroken, complete.—
Lach day’s work comes in order. As on
tLe firot day the chaotic mass and the
light were called into being, and, on the
sccunid, the firmament was created, &o.,
su, un the seventh, God ended his work,
rested from all his labour, “and blessed
and sanctified the seventh day, becauso
in it he had rested from all his work,
which God created and made.” Theso
were the transactions of the seventh duy,
which came as directly in succession after
the preceding, as any of the other days,
ITow beautiful and expressive, then, the
lunguage of the immortal Bacon, “ The
first creation of God in the works of the
days was the light of sense, the last was
the light of reuson, and the Sabbatic
work ever since is the work of his Spirit.
Firvst, he breathed light upon the face of
matter or chaos, then he breathed lighs
into the face of mun, and, still, he breath-
eth and inspireth light into the face of
his chosen.”— Original.

THE SANCTIFICATION OF THE SAB-
BATH THE DUTY AND THE
PRIVILEGE OF ALL.

The institution of the Sablath is coeval
with the creation of man, from which it is
Flam that it was not intended for any particu-

ar tribe or nation, but for the whole huaman
race. Weare told that God finished the work
of creation in six days, and that he blessed
the seventh day, and sanctified it; becauso
that in it he bad rested from all his works
which he c¢reated and made. Let us not,
however, suppose that God rested from hin
works because he needed repose. He rested
simply becauso the work of creation was fin-
ished, and devoted the Sabbath to the survey
of his works, experiencing a holy complacen-
cy in contemplating their beauty, and gran-
deur, and beneficence.

Two things are here stated with regard to
the Sabbath—that God blessed it, and that he
sanctified it. In other words, he made such
arrangements regarding it, and so hououred
it with his enriching blessing, as to make 1t a
special means of blessing man, and he claim-
ed it as a day peculiarly his own, setting it a-
part to be devoted excusively to his own ser-
vice  Thus we see that the Sabbath was made
for God's glory and man’s advantage. T.etus
contemplate it for a little under each of thess
aspects.

THE SABBATII WAS MADE FOR GOD’S GLORY,

First, The Sabbath was appointed as a me-
morial of the work of creation—that every
week as the Sabbath came round, it might
arrest the attention of man, so apt to be eu-
grossed with worldly pursuits; and by an ap~
peal to the outward senses, as well as the in-
telleet, compel even the most careless to think
of God Asa witness to the ageney of tho
living God in the work of creation, the Sab-
bath lifts up its weekly testimony in the cara
of all, whether they will hear or whether they
will forbear, and calls upon men to look up
from the visible creation to the invisible Cro-
atory and learn something of the glory of his
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character, from the grandeur and bencficence
of his worke. Thus, whether we look upon
the great. deep or the winding stream, the
towering mountain or luxuriant landseape,
the dSabbath teaches usto recognise in suehan
cvidence not only of the being but of the gln.
ry of God, not only of his wisdem and power,
but of Ins beneficence and love. Thus the
mstitution of the Sabbath, as the festival of
creation, natmrally calls us to holy ~ontem-
plation, and thankspiving, and praise; and its
appomted ordmances are meant todirect and
stunulate us in these exercises.  And thus, by
releasing us from all worldly pursnits, and
making it a duty to forget them, and leading
us into close contact with God, into solemn
meditation on our own origin and destiny,
our present condition and future prospeets,
the Sabbath is ealculated to exercise the most
beneficial effect on the moral and spiritual na-
ture of man.

But the Sabbath serves now as a memorial
not only of the work of creation, hut of the
woik of redemption. It 1s the festival of our
Saviour's resurrection, when he rested from
the fimshed work of the new creation.  Well,
then, nught the Psalnust say. in looking for-
ward to this day in the spit of prophecy,
* 1lus is the day winch the Lord hath made ;
we will rejoice and be glad init”  Itisaday
not fur the exlubition of gloom, but of holy
Joy ; for celebrating the goodness of God in
the work of redemption ; for praising the Fa-
ther, in:that he spared not his Son—the Son,
in that he spared not himself—and the Ioly
Spirit, in that he applies to the diseased souls
of men the grand remedy which the Saviour
provided.

Sccond, The Rabbath was appointed as a
memonal of Gou s sovereignty. As he grant-
ed to Adam all the trecs of Paradice for his
use, bu: reserved one as a token of his own
sovereignty and man’s dependence, so be
granted him six days of the weck for his own
purposes, and reserved one 1o himeelf, that it
nught be devoted exclusively to his service.
Thus we are taught that we hold our time, as
well as our possessions, by special graut from
God.  Ify then, we devote any part of the
Sabbath to our own purposes, whetler of
pleasure or of profit, we rob God of his time,
and so arc no less guilty of sacrilege than
they who rob his temple of its furniture ; we
set Lis sovereignty at defiance, and are guilty
of a_sin similar to that of Adam whex he ate
the forbidden fruit.

THE SABBATH WAS MADE FOR MAN'S AD-
VANTAGL.

It was made to promotc our permanent
welfare, both bodily and spiritual, "both tem-
poral and ecternal. ~ And here we see a beau-
uful illustration of the inseparable connexion
which God has established between the per-
formance of duty and the enjoyment of happi-
ness. What a’ blessing even in a physical
point of view, what a source of comiort and
enjoyment and healthful advantage, is the
rest of the Sabbath to tlie children of Jabour,
whether mental or manual!  But great as is
the blessing of Sabbath rest, this is the least
of itsadvantages. It affords us the most pre-
cious opportunities of spiritual improvement,
1t not only furnishes us with leisure for medi-
tation, but with ordinances of Divine appoint-
ment, which, whilst they are primarily meant
to glorify God, are calculated also to enlight-
en the understanding, and purify and comfort
the heart. Ie blesses lis ordinances, and
honours his house with his presence, there
waiing especially 10 be gracious, inssmuch

.
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that oftentimes the devout worshipper feels
as if the distance batween heaven and carth
were annihilated, and its joys begun in his
lieart, frem the presence of God there. ‘Lhus
it is thar God blesses the Sablath, giving us
not only the means of spiritual improvenicnt,
but Ulessing these means, so as to rendor
them eflecinal to the conversion and sanctifi-
cation of the snul ~ And thus the sanclifica-
tion of the Sablath infuses happincss into tho
learts of devout worshijpers, dignifies their
character here, and fits thum for glory here-
after.

It is alleged Ly some that the Sabbath was
an exclusively Jewish institution, and never
meant for this more advanced dispensation.
‘This statement is most discreditable to thuse
who inake it, clearly proving, as it does,
either their dishonesty, or ignerance, or ina-
bility to comprehend a very plan and simple
subicet  The Sabbath was instituted at the
creation, more than 2,500 years before the
Jewich economy was set up, and therefore it
has nothing peculiarly Jewish abont it. From
the measvrement of time by wechs in the
days of Nnch and Jacol, the Salbath must
then have Lecn observed. Again, before the
giving of the law, and establishment of the
peculiar economy of the Jews, in cunnexion
with the withholding of manna on the Sab-
bath, Moses speaks of it as an institution with
which the Israelites were familiar. And,
above all, from the Sabbath law beng en-
shrined in that short sum of indispensable du-
ties contained in the ten commandments,
written with the finger of God bimself to
¢¢ .mand universal 1espect, and on two ta-
Lles of stone, indicating their perpetual obli-
gation—frum this we conclude that the inst-
tution of the Sabbath is meant for all men,
and Dinding throughcut all time It is im-
porfant to observe, that whilst.strangers res'-
dent amung the Jews were not subject to the
ceremonial law, they aze expressly mention-
cd in the fourth commandment as Lound by
its authority. By not disiinguishing between
the judicial law, which was pecubar to the
Jews, aud the moral law, wiich is common to
the human race, an urnecessary prejudice
has been raised in the minds of seme against
the due sanciification of the Sabbath. Thus,
for instance, the Jews were forbidden to kin-
dle a fire in their houses on Sabbath, and the
open violation of it was punished with death;
but this was according to their judicial law,
which was never binding upon us, and there-
fore.it is most unreasonable and injurious to
argue from these enacrments in carrying out
the principle of the Sabbath law in ‘modern
times.

With respect to the change of the Sabbath
from the seventh 1o the first day of'the week,
there is ample evidence to satisfy any reason-
able inquirer that the apostles, by whom it
was introduced, acted under the authority of
Christ. There is no special enactment in the
New Testament regarding this change, but
there are several circumsiances which, taken
together, clearly show that it was of Divine
appoiniment.

1. This scems to bave been the day on
which Christ ordinarily met with his disciples
(Jobn xx. 19-26), aftcr his resurrection.

2 It wason the first day of the week that
the Ioly Ghost was poured on the disciples*
(Aets ii. 1), when they were all with one ac-

* That the day of Pentecost happened on the
ﬁ:=tlgay of the weel, is eyident fiom Lev xam,
15, 16,

cordin one place; 4. ¢, met for the purpose
of worshupping Goud. Aud thus both by
Christ’s meeung with the apostles on the first
day of the week, and the loly Ghost’s being
pourced out upon them on thatday, an espe-
cial lionour was put uponit.

8. On that day the primitive Christians
met to hear tae gospel preached, and celebrate
tho sacrament of Alc supper.  (Acts xx. 7.)
Itis important 1o observe, that, though Paul
abode seven days at Troas, e read of him

reaching only on the first day of the week.

le scems to have waited for that day, and
then preached, ready to depart on the mor-
row.

4. On the first day of the week collechions
seem tohave been made for the poor smints,
Jjust as s often the case in churches at the pre-
sent time, (1 Cor xvi. 1, 2.)

3 It is undoubtedly the first day of the
week which is by St. John termed the Lord's
day, when Lo was favoured with the speeral
influences of the Ioly Spimt. (Rev. 1. 10.)
It is most appropriately called the Lord’s day.,
because Chnist claims it as exclusively his
own, just as God ongmally claimed the se-
venth day, when he sanciified 1t ; 2. ¢, set 1t
apart to ins own service.

It is not the keeping holy of a particular
day which constitutes the essence of tho Sab-
bath, but the hallowmg of that portion of time
which God has specified. And the change of
the day is evidently contemplated in the fourth
commandment. It is not said, ¢ Remember
the sexenth day, to keep it boly;” but, ¢ Re-
member the Sappatu day” = Again, when
it1s said, towards the close, * And rested the
seventh day’—it is added, very remarkably,
“ Wherefore the Lord blessed” (not the se-
venth day, but) *the Sasartu day, and
hallowed it.”

Miserably, then, do those pervert and de-
grade the Sabbath, and with awful presumy.-
tion sin against God, who would convert is
into a day of amnusement or healthful reerea-
tion. The Sabbath is not ours, but Gud’,
and therefore we are not at liberty to spend
it as we please, but as he direets. ~He allows
ussix days of the week for our own purposes;
he ciaims only one for himself, when he might
have claimed the whole; and gratitude should
constrain us to improve it diligently for the
promotion of his glory and our own spiritual
miterests. It ought to be spent in acrs of
worchip, and such exercises as are ecaleulated
to fit us for the service and enjoyment of God
borh here and hereafter. How should we
value Sabbath-time above all time, and consi-
der cvery hour lost that is not spent in exer-
cises fitted to glorify God and exalt our own
spiritual nature ! If men are carefel to ga-
ther up the filings of gold and silver, how
souch more careful should we be to gather up
the frazments of Sabbath time, that none of
it be lost! Time has been compared to a
gold ring, and the Sabbath to a diamond in
its centre.  (Casn.  See Sup. to Cripplegate
Lectures ) Let us set iis due value on the
xving, but let us especially prize the diamond
of the Sabbath. O delightful day, meet em-
blem of, and preparative for, the cternal rest
whicl remains for the people of God, when
Christ still meets with his own people, and
manifests himself to their hearts, as he did to
the senses of the apostles when met after his
resurrection in the upper room at Jerusalem !
If the Sabbaih was needful for man in Para-
dise, how indispensable for him now! for
what clse could prevent hiz spiritual nature
from being overlaid andstupiied by the bu-



siness, and cares, and pleasures of an engross-
ing world ?  Blessed &ny! when the wells of
salvation are open, and the fuantain of grace
unsealed ; let my soul now drink its fill of the
water of life, that I may be strengthencd so
a3 to resist the temptations and surmount the
difliculties which beset us in owt Christian
course ! Let my soul be bathed in that river
whose streams do make glad the city of our
God, so that, sanctified, and retreshed, and
comforted, I may go on my avay rejoicing .

Finally, let us'not venture tomake free
with God's time, or think that ke will'be satis-
fied with a smaller portion of it actively spent
in his service, than would an cartlily master.
Let us not presume to spend more of Gul's
day than our own in sleep or relaxation, «I{
David's heart smote him,” says the yuaint old
author before quoted, * for wutting off but a
lap of Saul's royal coat; so should var’s fui
profaning, or unprofitably wasting, any part
of Christ’s day. It is ike his seamdess cuat,
and caunot be divided without sacrilege.”—
Let us make the most of it, and never be sa-
tiofied unless we derive spiritual Leoclit from
its holy exervises. In the evening let us ae-
call and retlect upon what we have heard and
expericnced ; let us consider what we have
gained, and-not “be as the unclean beasts,
which chew not the cud.”  (Boston.)

THE CRYSTAL PALACE—-WEEKLY
RECREATION WITIIOUT SAB-
BATIH DESECRATION.

When the Commission of the Synod of the
Presbyterian Church in England lately met
at Liverpool, it was unanimously agrecd that
a-petition should be presented to the Queen,
praying:that no charter might be granted
to the Crystal Palace -Company which-wonld
authorize the opening of the house or grounds
on any part of Sabbath. At the samie time,
the Presbytery of London was instructed to
seek an interview with the Directors, in or-
der to remonstate against the propesal. The
Directors did not coasent to an intervicw, but
invited a writien statetent of the viewsof the
Presbytery, which has consequently been
conveyed in the following document :—

“Prestytery House, 51, Great Ormond Street,
London, December 13, 1852.

% GENTLEMEN,—The Presbytery of Lon-
don was instructed by the Synod of the Pres-
byterian Church in England to seck an inter-
viow with the Directors of the Crystal Palace,
in order to remonstrate against its being o-
pened to the public on the Lovd’s day  And
although we have not been favoured with a
personal interview, we gladly avail ourselves
of your courteous invitation to communicate
our views in writing

«1Ve believe that we are at one with the
Directors in the desire that cheap and harm-
less recreations should be provided for the
working classes ; and we have watched with
intense interest a project which promises to
secure for them instruction combined with a-
musement on a scale so magnificent. We al-
50 agree with those who regard the hours of
weeﬁ-day labour as in many cases oppres-
sively long. Our remedy, however, would
not De to alienate from jts original destination
the day of religious resting ; but we would
endeavour to sccure for the working-classes
more relaxation on other days of the week.—
Already there -are some -employers who give
their servants hali a holiday.every weck;and
we can imagine nothing more likely-to give
an impuise to this excellent practice than a

I'd
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resolution, on the part of the Directors, to o-
pen the Palace at a reduced rate of admissi-
on,~say every Saturday or every dMonday,~—
as is now done cach Monday in the Regent’s
Pauk Zoological Garden. Whereas, on the
other hand, the tendoney of Sanday amude-
ments is to multiply Sunday cmployments,
aud we believe that the countrics in which
there 1s the largest amount of Sanday merry-
making are also the countries where there
is the largest amount of Sanday  dradgery —
We do not sée how the Palace can boe kept
opun seven day s instead of six, and crowds of
visitors be transported to and fro in public
conveyauces, without adding to the tuil of the
DPalace attendants, the railway scivants, and
many others among the indusirions clascs.

* We would not, however, di;guise that our
great objection to the proposed partial opening
of the Crystal Palace on the Sabbath is on
the score of principle, we belicve that it will
be o deseeradon of @ Divine and primeval in-
stituticn; and that, sinful in itselt) it will lead
tu an indicase of intemperance, and reckless-
ticssy and cunaeyuent misery, which already
so fearfully abound. 'We have no hope that
the fountains and fresh air of Sydenham will
depopulate the gin-palaces of Westminster
and Wapping ; but we greatly fear lest some
who are at present sober, and respectable, and
church-going, may be led to abandon those
wholesome usages which have hitherto been
the safeguards of their chavacter, and through
the violation of one commandment, Le tempt-
ed to the transgression of many more.

“ We would therefore urgently entreat the
Directors to pause Lefore they take a step so
fraught with evil cunseynences to the very
class whom they seek to benefit, and which,
in tho.cycs.of many, will degrade the .Crystal
Palace to the rank of a Sunday tavern , whilst
it threatens to keep back frum the underak-
ing that smile of approving rovidence which
50 signally attended its S.ﬁ:batlhkccping pre-
decessur.—We have the honour to be, gentle-
men, your faithful servants,

(Signed by order and behalf of the Presby te-
ry of London),
#Janes Ilasicron.”

To one point in the above memorial we in.
vite the attention of our readers, viz., the de-
sirableness of securing for the working-classes
a weekly half-holiday No labourers or artizansg
toil so hard, nor-to such good purpose, as those
of Britain, and yet few aie rewarded with so
little recreation. The Irench ouvrier is
cheered by the prospect of ever-recurring
Jetes,and the labours of the German mecha-
nic are enlighlencd by numerous fairs and
‘Church festivals; but .except Good Friday
and:Christmas in England, and New Year’s
Day in Scotiand, theindustry of Britain
knows no break nor breathing time Save
the Lovd’s day,which the conscicatiouslabour-
er cannot make kis day, there is no-season in
all the weary year when the town-pent shop-
man or mechanic may regale himseli and his
little ones with the freshness of the ficlds, or
enjoy the delights ot friendly intercourse.—
Except the brief and drowsy evening which
closes a day of exhausting drudgery, there is
vo mental improvement or social enjoyment
As it is, the Sabbath is the blessed restoya-
tive tothe mind and body of many a labour-
ing .man; but there are many objects -in
themselves innocent or desirable to which
the God-fearing lubourer cannot appropriate
its.sacred hours Ile cannot devote it to.the
railway excursian, .as.to vjsiting his country
cousins. Ho cannot spend it in reading “Un-
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cle Tum" or Macaulay's“England.” Ho can-
not set it apart for climbing the mountain or
exploring the glen; and he would not ex-
change the House of Prayer for the Dolytech-
nic Institution, or Zoological Garden, for the
Dritish Muscum ¢: the C‘rystal Palace.

Bat if for such uscs he cannot take God's
time, is there no other available 2 Without
robbing God, mught not the handicraftsman
be enriched with an oucasional holiday ?

So great a Loon as a hialt' day’s unbroken
leisure, that, in order to earn it, we belicve
many woall chieedfully work five days of the
week a half or a whole hour extra ~Andve-
ry wisc they would Le, as, to say nothing of
the advantage lur parposes of recreation ot
self improswuent of a sulil and unbroken af-
teinoon, there would be inspiration in theve-
r) pro:{ms.t. Laouking over the shoulder of
the sweltering labourcr, tho coming Saturday
would cowfort him concerning the work of
his hands, and its cheerful conntenance would
do him good like a medicine.

Sumecthing of this sort has already been at-
tempted.  In Mancheoter the warchouases are
closed at one o'clock cvery Satarday after-
noon. In the wost of Scotland the factory
Lands are released from work on the same
day at two. And on Saturlay, at one, not a
fuw houses in the city of London dispense
with the attendance of their clerks.  Nov
have we ever ' 2ard that any material loss or
inconvenience has attended the practice.

We forbear entering further into the sub-
ject at present. Meanwhile we commend it
to the considuration of Christian cmployers,
and of ministers of the gospel, who can searce-
ly be more apprupriately employed than in
considering the case, and pleading the cause,
of the labouring man. X.ven one partial ho-
liday, such as we have suggested, once a
montli, would be better than the present sys-
tem oi intermipable toil, but coald the after-
nvons ot esery Saturday be ganed, besides
cunfuliing a priceless buon on Christian and
well-condition families, it would effectually
remuve the most plauable pretext for Sab-
bath desecration.

SAYIRNGS OF SCRIPTURE RESPECT-
ING TilE SABBATIL
EXAMPLE OF GOD.

And on the seventh day Gol ended his
work which Le had made; and Le rested on
the seventh day. . . . And God Llessed the
seventh day and sanctified it, Gen. ii. 2, 8.

The first day of the week, when the doors
were shut where the disciples were assembled
for fear uf the Jews, came Jesus, and stoed in
the midst and saith unto them, Peace Le unto
you. . . . Aud he breathed on them and
saith unto tham, Reeewve ye the Ifoly Ghost.
Jokn xx. 19-22,

COMMAND OF GOD.

Remember the Sabbath-day to kecep it ho-
Is  Six days shalt thou labour and do all
thy work; but the seventh day is the $ab-
barh ofthe Lord thy (God; in it thou shalt not
do any work. thou nor thy son, &  Frod.
xx. 8-11.

ist.—THnr SABBATH A DAY OF REST FROM

SERVILE WORK.

The Lord said— To-morrow is the rest of the
holy Sabbath—L.t no man go out of his.place
on.the seventh day to gather manna. £ #70d,
xvi. 22-29; see also Jer. xvii 21, to the end

“And they rested the Sabbath-day accord-
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ing to the Commaundmoat
soe also Ied, iv. 0.

2d.—T1r DUTIES O TiIN SABBATIL.
as worshipping God &e.

Ye shall keep my Sabbaths, and reverence
my Sanctuary, L am the Lord. Zev. xix. 30 ;
sce also Lev. xxiii, 3; Isa. 1xvi. 23; Ezck. xlvi.
3

Luke xxiii. 66 ;

Such

When the Sabbath-day was come, Jesus be-
gan tc teach in the Synagogue. Mark, vi 2;
vea also Luke iv. 16; «lcts xini. 14; Acts xvi.
18,

34.~THr CARE oF GOD'S8 PEOPLY TO 54N~
TIFY THE SABBATH ‘PHUMSELVES, AND
f0 PREVENT THE PROFANING OF IT BY
OTHERS,

In those days Isaw ir Judah, some tread-
ing wine-presses on the Sabbath, and biing-
ing insheaves, and lading asses; asalso, wine,
grapes, and figs, and all manner of burdens
which they brought into Jerusalem on the
Babbath-day, and I testified against them in
the day wherein they sold victuals. Neheri-
uh xiii. 15-22; see also chap. x. 81.

4th —THE SADBBATIL IS A DAY OF BLESS-
INGS.

God blessed the seventh day and sanctified
it.  Gen.ii. 8; see Frod xx 11.

Thus saith the Lord God, the gate of the
inner court that looketh toward the east shall
be shut the six working days; but on the
Sabbath it shall be opened.” Lzek. xlvi 1;
sce also Ezek. Xlvii, 1.12,

And they said one to another, d1d not our
heart burn within ve while he talked to us
by the way, and while he opened to us the
Scriptures 2 Luke xxiv. 323 see also Jokn,
XX, 19-22,

I was in the Spiriton the Lord's day. Rev.
1. 10; sce also Acts, xx. 7.

5th—WoRrks or Caarity AND MERCY TO
BE DOXE ON TEE SABBATH-DAY.

Jesus went on the Sabbath-day through
the corn, and his disciples began to pluck the
corn and to eat. Mait xii. 1; sce also Mark,
1i. 23 Mark iii. 2-5; and Luke vi. 9.

The Sabbath was made for man, and not
man forthe Sabbath. Markii 27,

The Lord said—Doth not each of you loose
his ox or his ass on the Sabbath-day ; Luke
xiii. 15, 16 ; sec also Zuke xiv 3 ; John v. 1-10.

Oth.— PROMISES TO 1HRM TIAT REEP THE
SABBATH.

Blessed is the man thatkeepeth the Sabbath,
from polluting it, &e.  Ismah Ivi. 2.7 ; sce al-
to Isaak lvin 13, 14,

7th —THREATENINGS AGAINST SABBATI-
BREAKERS.

Thoa hast profaned my Sabbaths—can
thine heart endure, or can thine hands be
strong, in the deys that 1 will deal with thee?
Her priests have hid their ey es from my Sab-
baths,and I'am profaned among them—There-
fore have I poured out mine indignation up-
on them, I have consumed them with the fire
of my wrath, their own ways have I recom.
vensed upon their heads—saith the Lord.—
Bzei, xxii.; see also Jer. xvii. 19, 10 the end.

Sth. -THE Sabnarit A S16N, or Test of our
ohedience and the favour of God
Verily, my Sabbahs ye shall keep, for it
is a sign between me and you, that ye may
know that I am the Lord which doth sanciify
you. Lixod. xxxi 13,
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SAYINGS OF EMINENT MEN REs-
PECTING THE SABBATH.

The exalted and spiritual character of the
Salhath.— As voon as the heaveus ard earth
are finished, the Holy Creator calers into his
mysterious rest, and ealls on tl..  inhabitants
of thie globe to paitake with him therein—
How imporant are the ends of this instituti-
on—tk~ solemn worship of Gud, the glorifi-
cation of h's infinite letfections, the sanctifi-
cation of the whole of nature, in its Leing im-
proved to the honour of'its Maker; the bring.-
ing down heaven to earth !—Rev. Dr. Love.

The Pervetual establishment of the Sabbath.
—This command was written by the finger of
God on one of the two tables of stone orig-
nally prepared by himseli--a table of stone
and a pillar of stone were in ancient times di-
reet symbols ef the perpetuity of whatever
was engraved on them.  This very natural
symbol God was pleased to adopt 1n the pre-
sent case to show the perpetual obligation of
these commands.  The 1emainder of the law
given by Moses was all written ina book, and
was here intentionally and entirely distin-
guished as 10 i's importance from the deca-
logue—nothing but “the decalogue ever re-
cetved such an honour as this — Duwight.

T'he Sabbath a day,of blessing.~1In all ages,
from the beginning of the world, and in cve.
ry place where thére isa believer, the Sab-
bath has been a day of double olessing. It
is so still, and will be, though all God's ene-
mies should gnash their teeth. True, God is
a God of grace, and confines his working to
no time or place ; but it is equally true, and
all the scofts of the infidel cannot alter jt—
that it pleases Him to bless Ilis Word most
on the Lord’s day Saints, like John, are
filled with the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, and
enjoy their calmest, deepest views into the
eternal world.—Rev. R. M. M Cheyne.

I have, by long and sound experience,
found that the duc observance of this day,
and of the duties of it, have been of singular
comfort and advantage to me. The obsery-
ance of this day hath ever had joined 10 it a
blessing on the rest of my time.—Sir Matthew
Hale.

Inroads on the Sabbath—Cursed is that
gain, cursed is that recreation, cursed is that
Lealth, procured by criminal encroachments
on this sacred day.—Rev. Dr. Love.

No Sabbath—no Religion.—Where no Sab-
bath is, there isno religion. Bu: for this
day; carthly things would have engrossed all
our thoughts. Honour, wealth, an pleasure,
are the real syrens which charm mankind to
shipwreck and death. To their songs the
ear of man isby nature attuncd, and the
heart beats in regular respunse. But for
this day, the world as a canker, would rust,
corrupt, and consume all the disposition to
piety, and all the hopes of heaven. The
soul would be benumbed—religion would die,
God would be forgotten—the death of Christ
would be vain—mankind would cease to be
saved ; and heaven would fail of her destin-
ed inbabitants. How desolate the prospect!
How strongly would this world resemble the
regions of final despair.—Dicight.

Defend the Sabbath.—Lift up a calm and
undaunted testimony against all the profana-
tions of the Lord’s-day” *Use all your influ-
ence, both publicly and_privately to defend
the entire Lord’s-day. This duty 1s laid upon
you in the fourth commandment. Always re-
member that God and the Bible is on your
side.—Rev. R, M. M-Cheyne.

LETTER FROM DR. CHALMERS TO
SIR ANDREW AGNEW,

“ Dear Sir Anprew,—I cannot possibly
attend the meeting to be held on Elonday
night. I need not assure you how desirous 1
am for the fulfilment of its object—a better
observance of the Sabbath, and a prevention,
in every right and practical way, of all those
desecrations which, in whatever country they
obtain a footing, never fal both to imbicate
aud o augment the irreligion, and, by conse-
quence, the immorality of the people.

“And, in connection with this subject, 1
cannot but lament the manifeld adverse influ-
ences whichare now in uperation agamst the
Christianity of the working classes. Every
encroachment on the sacredness of the Sab-
batli is an encroachment on their best and
Lighcst interests, even in this world as well as
in that which is to come. We have only to
imagine that, by successive inroads, our peo-
ple are at length brought, asin France, to
work alike on the Sabbath and on week days.
It is a well-known economic Jaw, that even in
infant, or in rupidly progressive countrics, c-
very addition to the quantity of work is at-
tended by a corresponding reduction in the
rate of wages; and this will infallibly happen,
whether the increase arises from an addition-
al number of workmen, or an additional num-
ber of work days. If cver the seventh day
shall come into competition with the other
six, for common week-day employment, it
will as effectually overstoJ; the labour mar-
ket as if a seventh man were to come into
competition with every six men all over the
empire, and so bring down universaly the
recotpense for labour In other words, the
population, doomed to incessant toil, as they
already are in some trades, both in the French
and British capitals, will not thereby carn a
greater amount of wages than before.  Their
condition in respect of income will be as de-
pressed as ever; and, over and above, they
will have been cheated of their Sabbath,

“T am sensible that this is but an inferior
and secondary view of the question ; and yet
itis of importance that it should be under.
stood, were it for nothing eclse than to evincs
the benevolent character of your enterprise,
and that the cause on which you have em-
barked involves the most precious rights of the
yoor man and the labourer.

“But, after all, your best and highest
ground is the commandment of God. That
the Sabbath law is not of temporary cbligation,
like the rites and ceremonies of the older e-
conomy, is obvious from the place which it
holds in the Decalogue—that unrepeated code
of religion and morality-—where it stands en-
shrined among thuse daties to God upon the
one side, and those duties to man upgu the o-
ther, which, all of them, are of immutable and
everlasting obligation.—1 bave the honour to
be, &e.

% TromMas CHALMERS.”

A young man, on the Sabbath, climbed up
a tre: to get some-fruit.  While placking the
fruit, he slipped, lost his hold, and fell u{)on a
sharp-pointed stake. It pierced his body and
killed him. There he bung, with the stake.
through his body, a monument of the folly of
breaking the Sabbath.
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