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PREFACE TO VOLUME XIV.

In taking up our pen to write this first yet last page of the fourteenth volume
of the CaNADIAN INDEPENDENT, there come to its point manifold more words than
the brief page can contain. It has been a pleasant thing to be able to address,
from month to month, and to aid in communicating with one another, the honoured
pastors, deacons and members of the Congregational Churches of the Dominion of
Canada, with their households, in * the cities, the villages, and the country,”
many known to us in person, and many others by name; those who have * gone
out from us,” but still “are of us,” unforgetting and unforgot; fathers and
brethren in the ever dear Old Country; and, though last not least, the edito-
rial fraternity, with whom we have interchanged publications ;—* fit audience,
though few,” comparatively. And there has been much of reward in receiving
8o frequent testimonies to the value of such a service. The magazine has
bridged over the wide gulf between one of our general yearly convocations and
another ; it has enabled those who were unavoidably detained at home to be
partakers of the counsels of their brethren ; and it has allowed the whole mem-
bership of the churches—so far as they would—to enjoy the same benefit. These
pages have been, in some sort, a monthly Union meeting. The labour and
responsibility devolving on the continuous chairman of that meeting (who has
also to perform some of the functions of the committees), have not been small.
We can understand a little better than formerly, the meaning of the phrase,
“the care of all the churches.” The secretariats of our various organizations
entail much time and trouble; but the editor has been a secretary of secretaries,
thinking and speaking for every church and every society, and that in print too.

The time bas come, in our settled judgment, when this charge must be trans-
ferred to other hands. Personal, pastoral and denominational considerations,
various and weighty, have induced the undersigued to say to the Publishing
Company, that it will be necessary for them to find & successor to the chair at
the end of this volume.

‘Who ¢ the coming man” will he, we are not in a position to say—for, as the
Company will not meet until the 10th of June, he is as yet  the great unknown.”
But we have no doubt that a thoroughly satisfactory choice can and will be
mede, and we cordially invoke for the new editor, that hearty confidence and
support of his brethren, which we have so largely enjoy<3, alike during the
present incumbenoy of three years’ duration, and the former one of over two—
in volumes second, third and fourth. May he deserve and receive it, tenfold !

If the Congregationalists of the Dominion are wise, they will sustain their
periodical with unstinted liberality and ever-advancing enterprise. It isa neces.
sary of life to them. There is a strong instinct of growik within it: take heed
that it be not checked.

It is not without some fond parental yearnings that we part with the “wee
bit hindering thing,” (as the Scottish poet called his bairn,) but it must needs
be. The good Lord prosper thee in all thy ways, beloved !

F. H M.
Toronto, May 20, 1868.
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THE DOMINION OF CANADA.

On this first day of July, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and sixty-seven, the Provinces of Canada, Nova Scotia, and New
Brunswick, are confederated into one Dominion under the name of Canada.
The occasion is one of no small importance to those whose lot ig cast in the
wide region thus made one, and will have an ever-enlarging influence as the
years roll on.

It is a step upward in national 'ife. e are no longer to bear the juvenile
name of a Colony; we are considercd to have come to man’s estate. We
shall have to bear more of the responsibili‘ies, as we shall enjoy more of the
privileges of manhood. OQur territory will be more ample; our population
more numerous ; our commercial products more diversified and valuable; our
positior among the nations more important.

We trust that all our people will rise to the requirements of their new
estate ; and especially, that they will earnestly cultivate that sense of unity,
withrat which confederation will be but 2 name. It is always a good thing
to get out of a small into a large place, out of our own house into the com.
munity of our neighbours, out of our own sect into the universal church, and
out of our petty province into the nation, the empire, the world at large. It
gives us larger thoughts and nobler feelings.

It is very interesting to see how the churches are laying hold of the con-
federation idea. The Episcopalians, Presbyterians and Methodists, are all
delaying their plans for the re-organisation of their combined movements
until the new system shall have developed itself, and new bonds have been
formed between the heretofore separate provinees. In due time, there will
be general assemblies, conferences, and so forth, that will embrace the whole
Dominion. There have been rumours of an intention on the /part of our
churches in the Maritime Provinces, to act in the contrary direction. Hav-
ing anticipated the political union, in the days of their weakness, they con-
template returning to isolation in the days of greater strength. We would
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earnestly dissuade them from such a course.  Although Canada has lost men
whow it could ill spare, since communication was opened with Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick, yet we are persuaded that the conneetion is an advan-
tage to both parts of the fiekl. TIn the Union, from the distances to be
traversed, it may not be possible.  But in the Missionary Society, the (‘ol-
lege, the Widows’ Iund and the Magazine, we can act togother for the com-
mon goud far better than apart.  The new civil coustitution, with its provi-
sion for managing general matters by the Federal Government, and loeal mat-
ters by the rovincial, clearly indicates how ecelesiastical affairs can be
conducted.

We have been sorry to hear that the name of this magazine has been some
barcier to its cireulation in the Lower rovinces, DBut now that we are all
« Canadians” together, we trust thet this feeling will disappear.  For our
part, we fully accept the wider sense now given to our former name. It will
be our endeavour to serve alike the churches of every part of new Canada;
and we trust that they will all more and more sustain what will belong to them

all without distinction.

OUR NEW VOLUME.

We have but a few words to say, in commencing the labours of another
cditorinl year. No chunge has taken place in our arrangements. The
magazine will continue in the same size and style as formerly, and in the
sawe cditorial charge. But we hope for a very largn increase of subscribers
from the exceedingly liberal premiums we have been enabled to offer.

The Publishing company had finished their meetings, before the streng
expression of the feeling of the Union, in favour of the strict enforcement of
the cash in advance system, was called out. We have therefore no new
decision to announco oa that subject, but we would urge on all our friends
the enforcement of that rule upon themselves.

Qur # Free List” nceds attention at this scason. We could put a large
sum to good use in this way.

While we ask for material and literary support, we would also say, in view
of our responsible task, ¢ Brethren, pray for us.”

PREMIUMS TFOR VOL. XIV.

Our list of premiuws was nccessarily closed during the Union Meeting,
and published in a prospectus issued at Kingston. We repeat the particulars,
however, lest they should escape any eye that ought to sce them. The pre-
minws awount altogether to nearly $150, all but one, of $8, being furnished
by the liberality of various friends of the wagazine. This is itself a very
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aratifying fact, evidencing the deep interest felt in so many quarters in the
periodical.

Need we say o word more to induce our friends to go to work 7 We think
not, for already we hear of their being busily engaged. We expeet a very
large increase to our subscription-list.  We shall print an extra quantity of
the July and August numbers, to supply all whose names are sent in by
August 15, with the complete volume; but should the demand be greater
than we provide for, new subsoribers will receive thz magazine for twelve
monthg, say from Scptcmbcr. 1867, to August, 1868. It will be well for
canvassery to send in names and dollars, on account, to the publisher, at once,
and at the end of this month, so that their new subscribers may receive the
magazine without delay. Whatever names are thus reccived (with cash) will
be put to a canvasser’s eredit.

Svecran Premivns will bo given for the first, sccond, third, and so on, to the

eleventh highest number of new subscribers obtained for Volume XIV., which
beging with this (July) issue, up to the 13th August, 1367.

For this purpose wo have the following gencrous offers, Messre. W. C. Chowet
& Co. taking part with several of the donors in raising the value of their gifts :—

1. By €. Whitlaw, Esq., of Paris, C.W., a sewing machine, made by the “ B,
N.A. Sewing Machine Manufacturing Company,” of Paris—value, $40.

2. By Novman Hamilton, Esq., of the same place, a copy of Alexander’s edition
of *“ Kitto’s Cyclopaedia of Biblieal Literature’”’—value, $21.

J. By Messrs. Barber, Brothers, of Georgetown, Olshausen’s Commentary on
the New Testament, Kendrick’s edition, 6 vols. octavo—value §15. 4. By David
(Cash, Esq., of Markham, Books to the value of $15. 5. By Charles Raymond,
sq., of Guelph, o Family Sewing muchine—value, $12. 6. By James Fraser,
Iisq., of Toronto, Cassell’s Family Bible, profusely illustrated—value, 39 50. 7.
By I P. Dwight, Esq., of Toronto, The Schonberg Cotta Series, 6 vols., {with
case)—value, $7 50. 8. By John Turner, Esq., of Toronto, Smith’s Abridged
Bible Dictionary and Cruden’s (unabridged) Concordance—rvalue, $7 75. 9. By
loseph Robinson, ¥sq., of Toronto, & Lady’s Work Box—value, $7. 10. By the
proprietors, eight years of the magazine, Volumes VI. to XIIL inclusive, sub-
stantially bound in four volumes—value, say §3. 11. By lI. O’Hara, Esq., of
Bawmanuville, a large sized Photograph of the Congregational Union of Canada,
1867—value, $5.

The following terms will be strictly adhered to in relation to the premiums :—

1. Tho names obtained must be those of new subseribers. Their having been

on our list in the past will be no disqualification, if they ‘are cot on it at the present
time.

2. In every case the cask in full must be in the publisher’s hands before the
names can be reckoned to a canvasser’s credit.

3. Names and remittances sont by comy,stitors must be sent 5o as to be in the
publisher’s hands by the 15th of August. To mail them on that date will make
them just too late.

4. The premiums to be delivered at the publisher’s office in Toronto. Postage
or carriage from that point at the cost of the recipient,.

5. Names already sent in for Volume XIV, will be reckoned to the credit of
competitors,

Address, “ Alexander Christie, Box 468, P. 0., Toronto.”
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PHOTOGRAPII OF THE UNION OF 1867.

Previous to the mecting of the Union, Mr. Henry O'Hara, of Bowman-
ville, issued & circular to the pastors and delegates, requesting them to sit for
their likencsses in a photographie gailery which he had engaged at Kingston
for the purpuse. We believe that nearly all those present accepted the invi-
tation, and as many separate negatives were taken, to be afterwards grouped
together by the artist. . The complete picture will be issued in two sizes, the
larger being 85 each, and the smaller, S1.

Myr. O’ Ilara has generously promised, that if 50 copics of the larger size
ave taken, he will give $50 to tho College, and a free copy as a premium to
the Canadian Independent. If 300 of the smaller size are taken, he will
give §150 to the Widows’ Fund.

Cartes de visite of any individual in the group will be sold at $1 50 per
dozen, and one dozen will be given free to any church getting up a sale for
church-objeets.

T'he intrinsic interest of this group of portraits and the handsome donz-
tivns Ly which they are accompanied, ought to sccure large orders, and we
trust that Mr. O'Ilara will receive such from cvery church in the body. We
presume that they will be ready almost immediately.

THE LATE REV. J. L. POORE.

The following testimonics in respect to the late Sceretary of the Colonial
Alisstouary Sucicty, should haveaplace in the pages of the Canadian Jilepen-
cent, in which Mr. Poore’s name has been so freely bandled. The men who thus
speak of him are good men and true, and we accept their testimony. Not
a few here will be prepared to endorse it; and we are persuaded that even
thuse on whom another impression has been pruduced, will be prepared to
make allowance—as many have made it—for the influence of the unfavourable
prepossessions with which our visitor came charged. In our judgment, some-
thing must also be attributed to the incipient influence of the disease which
finally terminated his life. Having had a more intimate association with M.
Poore, during his Canadian tour, than some of our brethren, it gives us a
mournful pleasure to testify to our conviction, that the eulogies here pronounced
are not to be ascribed merely to the seemly instinet of speaking only what is
good of the dead. Ile was fearless, and meant to be faithful. Ile did truly
love the missionary brethren, the colonies, the gospel, the Lord Jesus Christ.
It will ever be for a lamentation, that on this field the suaviter tn modo was
not better blended with the fortiter in re. But that is all over now. We
hupe to grasp his hand in perfect fellowship in a better world. We will first
quote from the address of Mr. Jarrett, a Presbyterian minister from Australia.
at the anniversary of the Colonial Missionary Society :—

IIis voyage across the Pacific had proved seriously detrimental to his healib,
and shortly after his arrival, he (Mr. Jarrett) met him in the street, panting, and
unable to speak. Calling upon him in a few days afterwards, he found him
completely prostrate. Ile wanted for no sympathy or attention. Ile had the
highest medical aid which the colony could afford, and almost every night one of
his ministerial hrethren sat up with him. The disease from which he died was
ossification of the heart. Ho seemed, as one of his friends observed, to have a
hard fight with death, as if he would not die. When he (Mr, Jarrett) mentioned
his intention of returning to England, Mr. Poore rose up with remarkable
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encrgy, and requested his sister to get rendy his luggage, for he was resolved to
go too. It was with some difficulty that he was able to remember to any practieal
effect what his medienl adviser had told him, that the time had passed for enter-
taining any such hope. One night tho Rev. Thomas Odell, who had since died,
sat up with him, and, in the course of conversation, asked him whether ho wasy
prepured to rolinquish all his high hopes for the sproad of the Gospel in the
colunies.  ‘ Not quite,” he gasped, ‘not quite;’ and shortly afterwards he
clarped his hands together, and said, ¢ Lord ! when Thou wilt, where Thou wilt,
and how Thou wilt.”  Soon afterwards ho (Mr. Jarrott) snw him, and asked him
if he was quite at pence. ¢ Yes,” ho said; ‘quite.” *Are you happy 2 ¢ Yes.’
‘You rest on the Lord Jesus Christ?” ¢Yes; wholly, wholly, wholly.’ He
quite agrecd in tho estimate of Mr. Poore’s character that had boen presented
to the meeting.”

The Melbourne correspondent of the Engylisk Independent writing the day
after his death, says

“The Rev. d. L. Poore’s death has heen long expected. About three weoks
since he revived a littlo and secemed to have had an irrepressible longing to get
to his own house in the country at Chechinjourke, Osborn, near Snapper Point.
He went there on tho 14th, and bore the journey very well, and seemed quite
»evived by the beautiful and much-loved luenlity. Alarming news came a day or
two ago, however, and on the morning ot the 27th March, at two o’clock he died—
died in the maturity of his life, with his judgment riponed, his heart overflowing
with noble and generous purposes, with the expectation of the churches upon
him. Ilis most prominent regrot all through his illness, has been t >t his work
as unfinished. e saw indeed much frrit coming from the good sewu he sowed,
and longed for the harvest; but another reaper anticipated him. But it necds
not that 1 should speak of him now,—he is too widely known and too largely
Juved to need much deseription, much less eulogy : suffice it to say that, though
unden. nstrative in his feelings and somewhat depressed at times from the nature
+f his discase (heart-disease and dropsy), thuse who were in his confidence and
knew him bhest, saw that, notwithstandinz his strong desire to live for the work's
sake, his faith in the Redeemer was firm and be was ready to depart. Mo
completed his fifty-first year in January last. Ilis remains will be brought to
Springfield, St. Kilda, and the interment takes place on the 29th at the Melbourne
Cemetry.

The report of the Committee stated that ¢ the success of the Society’s
mission in Australia was largely owing to the enthusiasm, the wise daring, and
the personal self-denial, which he brought to bear upon them. All who know
him, knew that he lived for the Colonics, and that his heart’s desire was to
see their young life imbued with a pure and Secriptural religion.”

The following minute was prepared by Rev. T. Binney, and adopted by the
Committee of the Society :—

“That this committee cannot receive the afllicting intelligence of the death of
the Rev. J. L. Poore without acute and profound sorrow, although for some time
past they have been in a great measure prepared for the event. Now that it has
pleased Almighty God to remove from them by death their friend and colleague,
they would express and record their high estimate of his personal character, and
of the eminent service he was enabled to render to colonial missions, Possessed
of remarkable onergy, capable of enduring great fatigue, with talens for busi-
ness of no common order, of considerable administrative ability, all his powers
quickened and animated by a vital and earnest religious faith, he gave himself
to the work to which he was called with a zeal, activity, and devotion which no
labour or difficulties discouraged, and which led to large and lasting results. In
addition to his residencc in Australia as the agent and representative of the
Colonial Missionary Society, and his visits to its several colonies, including New
Zealand, he visited on its behalf Upper and Lower Canada, and acted for some
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time as its secretary: in every position and atall times showing an indefatigable
industry and zealous devotion to the objects and interests of the jvstitution. IIe
was the means of accomplishing so much in connection with the settlement of
ministers, the originating or enlarging of our churches in Australia, that the
history of Congregationalism there must ever include honourable reference to his
activity and zeal, and to the stimulating power of his influence on these with
whom he came into contact. Ilis self-denial and disinterestedness were pre-
eminent ; his wisdom in council great. Even when dispute or opposition arnse
from some temporary misapprehension, no imputation was ever cast on the purity
of his motives, the uprightness of his intentions, his conscientiousness or simpli-
city of purpose. The committee, while lamenting the comparatively premature
close of his labours, would express their deep gratitude to God for those years of
thought and effort which he spent in the prosecutivn of this work, and in the
enjoyment of their confidence.

“To Mrs. Poore, in her present peculiarly affecting circumstances, the com-
mittee desire to convey the expression of their deep sympsthy. Ilaving sailed .
for Melbourne when it was thought possible she might arrive before her husband
had passed away, they clung to the hope that this consolation might Le granted
toher. It has seemed good to the Allwise Disposer of events to order it other-
wise. 'The news of her bereavement will mect her on her way, and she wili
only on her arrival have the melancholy satisfaction of looking on the grave
where her husband rests, She will receive much, the committee are persuaded.
of respectful and affectionate sympathy, and will be cheered by intercourse with
those who ministered to the departed in his sickness, and followed him to the
sepulchre ; nor will there be wanting private and public testimonies to his per-
sonal excellence and public services; they commend her to the loving care of*
“the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,” *the God of all consolation,’
who will not be unmindful of one whose interest in the work her husband was
called to undertake, and whose sympathy, devotion and endurance, sustained
and encouraged him in all his labours.”

At the anniversary, Rev. J. G. Rogers made these appropriate remarks :—

+7 cannot let this opportunity pass without alluding to the loss the Society has
sustained in the death of Mr. Poore. I had a long and intimate acquaintance
with him; I have worked with him in other societies, and have seen something
of his spirit and known something of his devotedness. I have a mournful
pleasure in being able to testify to his intense earnestness and his simple
consideration of the work of Christ. Such men are often misunderstood. Some
men have the fortune never to be misunderstood ; they are so calm and polished
to-everybody. Others cannot round off the edges of their nature; they are in
the habit of saying out what they think, because they think earnestly, and feel
-deeply, and see that there is a great work to be done. There are men so prudent
that they never say a foolish thing; but then it follows that they never do a wise
one. (Laughter.)” Some men are so afraid of making mistakes that they never
do anything. I confess I have no Jove for the men who do not make mistakes.
You may be sure that our great, strong men, who do a real and abiding work,
are the men who sometimes make mistakes. They go from the full and earnest
impulse of their own natures into that which they feel to be right; they some-
times seem to make mistakes, but they leave an abiding impression far nobler
and'more enduring than that of the man who passes through life very easily,
afraid of giving offence. Mr. Poore was pre-eminently a man who feared nothing.
If he saw a work to be done, he went and did it. He loft behind him traces of
his work in Lancashire ; he has left them in this Society, here and in Australia;
and now that be has gone to his rest Iam sure he will be remembered in the
kindly feelings of many who are conscious of the sincerity, simplicity, and
devotion with which he gave himself to the work of Christ, Let us honour men
for what they are, and not complain of them because they are not something

else”’
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RETIRING CHAIRMAN OF THE CONGREGATIONAL UNION OF CANADA.
DELIVERED AT KINGSTON, JUNE 778, 1567,

Another year has passed away since you placed me by your suffrages in
this honouralle position. Before this place is resigned to a successor, suffer
me to glance back through that period of our ecclesiastical history, and off:r
a few comuments on our present position and prospects,

When we met last year the Fenian excitement had just culminated ; a sense
of uncertuinty was experienced by all classes, because, while we were for peace
they seemed to be for war. The political horizon through Europe was
blackening with the dread war-cloud, the subsequent bursting of which has
cffected such unexpected changes in the rclations of the governments of the
old world.

In the midst of all, our Missionary work appeared hopeful, and with a
pruspect of peace in our future relations to the Colonial Society, we reasona-
bly promised oursclves future prosperity.

During the year several of our brethren have gone to their reward. We
shall listen to their voices no more, any farther than as they, being dead, yet
speak. We are hastening to the same gual. Soon we shall each in his turn
hear the Master say, ¢ Come up higher.” We shall pass on and join the
brethren, and see His face, aud be invested with the crown and the palm.
Rest will succeed our days of toil,

‘There, on a green and flowery mount,
Our weary souls shall sit,
And with transporting joys, recount
The labours of our feet.”
A little longer, brethren, let us labour here, with love in our hearts and hope
in our eye; a little longer, and then join those who have entered in before us1

The spiritual state of our Churches is the subject, it may well be supposed,
neavest the heart of every pastor. No incrcase of wealth or numbers will
compensate for a lack of high-toned piety. It will be a sad day for our
churches if we barter the simple devotions and spirituality of our forefathers
for the ostensible advantages to be found in architecture, ritualism, and
numerical greatness. The great question for each of us to solve, is, how can
we best promote the higher interests of the churches to which we are related 7

TUnder God, much depends on individual effort; a church’s prosperity will
be in some measure proportioned to the interest which each separate member
feels. How to get individual members to feel personally interested, and
identified with the church, is 2 matter for earnest consideration. There are,
doubtless, pumbers in every church, whose names swell the roll,"who claim
the privileges of members, who do but small service for Christ, who fail to
perfurm the duties and share the responsibilities which belong to each in the
body, and who, in speaking of the Church, do not say, we, but, tkey.

To find employment for all, the proper work for each, and to keep every
member active, would go far towards scecuring vitality, strength, and growth
in the body. It is far more desirable, if practicable, to secure a continuons
state of activity in our churches, than an occasional spasmodic movement, to
be fullowed by spiritual exhaustion, near akin to death. The interchange of
chill and fever is nob compatible with the highest atate of health. Is the
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notion that spiritual influences are communicated to the churches in parox-
isms, warranted by the word of God? If such a notion is calculated to
awaken effort, when the influences are supposed to be present, will it vot
engender supineness on other occasions? The great efficient cause of all
blessing works through instrumentalitics, but all are not aiike adapted to his
purposes.

All seripture given by inspiration of God is profitable, but «ll portions of
it are not alike so. All Bible themes are good, but they are vot all intended
to secure the same end. Some are profitable for instruction in righteous
living, others to convert sinners to Christ. The atoncwment and kindred
subjects are doubtless the Spirit’s themes in conversion, because the belief in
these truths works moral changes on the soul. Tt is to be feared that some-
times this fact is overlooked, and the Spirit’s influence regarded as a sort of
mecl}lanical agency arbitrarily bestowed, without respect to the biblical truths
taught.

Tn regard to our preaching, we trust it is on the whole orthodox and evan-
gelical ; yet perhaps aboundicg too much in generalities. The langnage of
the New Testament is sometimes changed for a pulpit verbiage far more
capable of being misunderstood, a sort of abstract phrascology, that may
mean one thing to one man and another thing to avother.

When a man is said to have ¢ experienced religion,” the language conveys
no distinct idea of an acceptance of the Gospel like the New Lestamen:
expression, ¢ many believed in the Lord.” So when a sinner is exhorted to
“ submit to God,” or to give his heart to God, and Solomon’s words quoted
to give point to the expression, ¢ My son, give me thy heart,” such exhorta-
tions convey no wrong impression to one who understands the Gospel, since
to him they imply all that is essential to a cordial concurrence in the schemc
of salvation, a belief in the atonement, and reliance on the finished work of
Christ for pardon; but they by no means necessarily convey a right impres-
sion to a stnner’s mind, for he may see no Saviour in them, may recognizc
no scheme of reconcilliation, no satisfaction for sin, as he would in the more
Apostolic exhortations, ¢ Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ;” “Through this
man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sios,” or “ Be ye rcconciled
unto God.”

The Mediator is certainly implicd in the invitations of the New Testament.
DPhey are peculiar to the Christian faith; while to substitute for them, in
addressing the unconverted, the eshorrations to ¢ get religion,” to ** submit to
God,” to “ Give God your heart,” is to employ language no more distinetly
Christian than it is Mahometan or Jewish, for they of either form of faith
may alike adopt it. It is much to be feared, that when the language em-
ployed does not of necessity imply a Mediator, that all thought of’ Him in
time may pass from the mind. It is a fact, that in some of the biographical
sketches contained in our Sabbath School libraries, the conversions recorded
make no mention of Christ. It is a record of parties subjected to great con-
victions of sin, of passing through a period of resisting the Spirit, a final
submission to God, earnest prayer, and peace. May I ask the brethren, is
there one such conversion recorded in the New Testament? Surely in such
a change the offence of the cross is taken away, a Jew would scarcely object
to it.

Again, Christ may be preached as our grand exemplar, and his mission set
forth as the crowning proof of God’s love to us. This doctrine is true, but
it is capable of different constructions, both a Unitarian and an Orthodox
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believer can =ay ¢ Amen ;” but onc would be thinking on Christ as a
Martyr, the other would be thinking on him as a Mediator. The one would
sce him only as an example, the other also as a sacrifice. The subtleties
peculiar to the times in which we live demand that our preaching should be
marked, distinctive; ¢ for it the trumpet give an uncertain sound who shall
prepare himself to the battle 2 As a denomination all our interests prompt
us to be distinetively Christian in our teaching, and preaching. We are
without the creeds and badges possessed by many others, we have just the
Bible, let us adhere to it, ever careful we do not displace it by the traditiors
of men. Tt is, morcover, not necessary that we should justify our separate
existence as & denomination; there is no more reason why we should show
cause why we do not werge into other bodies, than, that they should show
cause why they do not merge into ours.

The feeling so prominently exhibited in the public addresses of our brethren
in aungland, resulting in their frequent affirmations of their reasons for dis-
sent and non-conformity, should have no place among us. Why should we
adopt the strain apologetie ? A natural result it may be of living under an
establishment and dissenting from it.  Under such circumstances the Con-
aregationalism of some assume the form of a protest against the State
Church. [t need not be so in Canada.

In England voluntaryism is a plea, but here all are voluntaries. Sowe of
us who think that something must be suid to justify our separate existence
talkk a great deal on the subject of ¢« purity of commuegion.” We bumbly
hope that our churches will never fail to leep before them the great truth,
that the Church of Christ should be a company of believers in Him; that
these are called to be saints, whose fellowship is with the Father and His Son
Jesus Christ. It is however to be presumed, that many among us are Con-
aregationalists, not simply as a protest aguinst the impure communion of
other bodies, for we should still be a separate regiment in the militant hosts
of the redeemed if other bodies held to similar terms of communion with
oursclves. It is not necessary to set up this distinction as a reason for our
existence, nor is it clear that we should be apologists at all.  Others are
doubtless doing the Lord’s work even as we. We humbly hope we are doing
it in the Lord’s own way.

Maay others hold that churches should be pure as well as ourselves, although
their rules are not made to sceure the object. Some, we rejoice to say, have
approximated to a pretty fair standard of purity in spite of the defect in
their rules, and some of our churches have failed to secure a pure communion
notwithstanding all we say about it.  Let us scek to be satisfied that ours is
the polity of the New Testament, then we have all the reason we want for
our adherence to it, and for secking to give it to others, and building up
other churches in the like precious faith. Let us beware, however, of
becoming exclusive and narrow.  Catholicity has been our boast, we have felt
that we could afford to be liberal to others without endangering ourselves. If
indeed our Christian liberaiity is to be met with the same spirit in others,
then it is good so to be. A truly Catholic Church would soon spring up in
spite of diversities of opinion, and by one Spirit we should all be haptized
into one body. Let us, as far as possible, cultivate a Catholic spirit, and be
ready even to go the largest half of the way, to meet others and embrace
them ; but if our peeuliaritics are worth anything they should not be held
loosely, nor renounced casily.
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Let us not, under the plea of cultivating liberality in our people, educate
them in instability. Why should our people be some like clay and others
liko iron 7 Why should we receive our impressions and not give them ?

When our young people marry out of the body why is the surrender so
commonly made on their sides? It is 2 wondrous speetacle to sco our
children becoming Baptists, Wesleyauns, Fpiscopalians, in the excreise of that
Christian charity which will make the distinctions indifferent.  With all our
largo heartedness there should be principle. We must not confound truth
and error, but carnestly contend for the faith once delivered to the saints.

Ono of the features of our system, of “which wo are justly proud, is that
which gives to cach church the privilege of deciding the details of its own
practices and forms of worship. Whis privilege prudently exercised will
result in enough of diversity to manifest to the world that our unity does not
consist in a_tame outward uniforwity but in sowmething better. Theve are
dangors on both sides of this privilege. In some there is too much desire for
change, in others too great fear of it. Some would be always trying some-
thing new, and as our system admits of it, would graft on it usages and
practices out of harmony with the simple forms of worship our fathers found
in tho New Testament; usages which will train more of our young people
for other communions, than will result in bringing others over to us. We
on this western contineut have to learn that every change is not an improve-
ment ; what is novel is not necessarily desirable.

Wo should weigh well the matter before we introduce changes that may
carry our people farther than tho originators intended.

While caution and prudence have saved many a society from wreck, it is
possible to be paralyzed with a morbid fear of anything new, to see lious
everywhere, and uuder the influcnce of this pantaphobia, to become sterco-
typed in everything.

Some feara charch council, it is Presbyterianism. Liturgical worship, it is
Episcopalianism.  Departments of denominational literature are dreaded, they
may culminate in a book-room of Wesleyan type. State aid for edueation
savours of cstablishments, &e. A sharp look out for error is no bad thing,
but there is a fear of anything untried which genders weakness, if it is ne
itself the offspring of it.  Conscrvatism, however, is not the extreme to
which the new world is prone, our danger may lic in a desire for experimental
change.

How fuar it is expedient to adopt changes, and assimilate to the forms and
usages of other bodies in the introduction of liturgical worship,—governing
by eldership, &e., should be a matter for wise deliberation in the parties who
have such changes in contemplation. Two questions arise in regard to every
such matter. Is it right? Isit expedient? If a thing is wrong per se..
no imaginary advantage can justify its adoption, and though it be right it
cannot-be expedient, if it may be wrong in its tendency.  You will bear with
me if in this connexion I refer to our policy in regard to our Missionary
operations.

“ Cousolidation ™ is said to be the order of the day. This term has been
employed in an eccclesiastical sense to denote the combining of two benefices
into one.  With us it has been understood to import the dropping off of
weak churches which have long been dependent on the funds of the Society,
giving a better support to the winisters in the field, and refraining from veu-
turing on fresh ground.
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Cutting ofl weak churches in order to husband our fands and strengthen
the body, is like amputating oues fingers to cconomise his support ; or like
Great Dritain cutting off her Colonies to increaso her home resources. Not
to take up fresh ground is to ignore the fact, that tho very structure of the
Christian Chureh involves its advance.  In private Chiistian life, in Church
life, in Denominational life, not to advance is to recedo; when we fail to be
progressive we shall be retrograde. It is like rolling a bull up a hill when
its upward foree is expended, it becomes the passive subject of gravitation,
when it ceases to go up, it begius to comos down.

The history of religions and of denominations exhibits the sume fact, there
is no middle state betwixt growth and deeay. A church without growth, a
denomination that is not aggressive, may appear to he stationary, but it really
declines.  The tendency of all churches in Canada is of necessity to multiply.
The habits of people in new countrics are migratory, waves of our population
are constantly rolling out from our towns and cities, to the newer and less
inhabited portions of the country, enfecbling the churches they leave, and
requiring much yearly inerease to maintain our numerical force.

We may refuse to follow our people and plant new and necessarily weak
churches over the land, but we do not thereby arrest the movement or
strengthen the churches already formed.  In the human body it would be
impossible to consolidate first and grow afterwards ; nay, we first attain our
dimensions, and during growth are neeessarily attenuated ; so as a denomina-
tion, we must spread ourselves in Cunada, and whether we will or not, we
shall hecome weakened by expansion. It is then worthy of our consideration
whether it is not our truc policy to keep up as far as possible with the popu-
lation, forming small weak churches in our newer settlements, who must be
dependent on Missionary help for a longer or shorter period. Fromr such
heginnings nearly all the churches at present existing in Canada sprang.

Tt must be so in future; if we wait to begin with strong churches we ghall
not begin at all.  Congregational Churches do not usually come into exist-
enee, organize themsclves, and wait for a pastor. They have to be built up
from small beginnings. Had we in former years despised the day of small
things, we should have had no denominational existence to day.

The greater part of our churches in Canada had no existence thirty years
agn, and some of them who are among the best to help benevolent schemes
have been organized within the last tweaty years.

Had our ministers and Missionary Socicty in the carly period of our history
twrned away from small fecble churches, and estimated them by a pecuniary
and not by a_moral standard, we should not have sustained the position we
do to-day.  Beware of valuing our churches by the amount of money they
raise. The poor in this world may be rich in faith, and a weak church in
some positions may be a standing testimony for the truth of great mor: * value.

Somc of our churches may be long in coming up to the self-sustaining
point, but there may be local reasons for it. The busbandry may have been
bad,—or ihe soil, the church material, may not have been thrifty. The
church may have suffered from depletion. Some of our weak churches have
been feeders -to others, have supplied other churches with members; have
given their own life to make others strong, and shall those who have been
strengthened by others’ exhaustion, pronounce the weakened source of its
supply to be uscless ?

Some of our churches are weak from their position, and must continue to
beso. The fechle light, however, is better than darkness. Who dares to

.
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say, lot it go out 7 Some have applied the term frwdt o the funds a church
can raise.  Thoy have thought of tho barren fig treo, and judged that the
fruitless should be given up. I a church is rich in pecuniavy resonrees then
indeed a part of the {ruic which the Great Master expeets from it, will con-
sist in {uuds for the support of tho chureh and itg schewes ; but if o church
be poor she may yet abound in fruit of a spivitual kind, give glory to God,
and as effectually fulfil the ends of lier ovganization as her wealthy sister.
The Great Master requires fruit in kind and quantity only in keeping with
his own bestowments.  Where much is given much will be required.

If we now despise the day of small things, we lightly estcem what may be
the seeds of future greatness. A church long in a state of dependenee is
quite as discouraging to its minister and to the membership, as to the Mis-
sionary Society.

Shall it be our policy to plaut no weak causes ? then our increase as a
denomination is virtually at an end.  Qur people are educated to louk kindly
on other divisions of the Church, and will certainly attach thewselves to them
rather than remain for years out of fellowship. This is employed as an
argument why we should not multiply eauses in sparsely settled parts of the
conntry.  “ Others,” it is said, “will be there, there will be no famine of the
Word.”

This argument is of equal force aguinst our doing missionary work any-
wheore. If we draw back others will go on, and plant the standard of the
cross in every village and neighbourhood throughout the land. Tt would not
indeed be practicable for us to plant a church in one tenth of the villages
and settlements of this extensive country.  Neither if we had the meuns
would it be wise to make an indiseriminate aggression upon them.  Many of
the settlements are by birth and education the natural fields of some other
bodics of Christinns.  But because we cannot do mueh, is not a reason why
we should not do anything. A part of the work of evangelizing Canada
belongs to us. We have no right to wait till we can find a place where
nobody clse will go, a town or neighhourhood that will be destitute il' we do
not supply it. There enanot be such spots in Canada for any length of time.
There ave denominations in Canada—all honour to them for it—who will
anticipate such a state of things, or hasten to overtake it.  Shall we nmhe
their industrious aggression an excuse for our negleet? Should we not
rather hear the voice of our Joshua say. « llow long are ye slack to go up
and possess the land 77 Though part of the work is our work, the evangeli-
zation of Canada docs not depend upon us.  If we refuse to do it the Lord's
work will go on.  If we altogether desist frowm the work then help will come
from another quarter, but we shall be reercant to our trust as one of the
tribes of the Lord’s Tsrael, and shall lose the honour which will acerue to
those who thus serve him.

The chief work open to us in Canada is missionary work. Churches will
not congregate and organize themselves and wait for our ministers.  Strong
churches, ready made to hand, comfortable berths for pastors, our young men
will not find. For devoted men, who are willing to labour with weak causes
as others before them have done, there is plenty of work, but for such as are
dainty, who must have a ehiy or town sphere there seems to be few openings,
except indeed, they open new causes in towns where jour body has not yet
eame, or go to the United States.  Let our young wen lay their own founda-
tions, and they shall get the credit.  Let them seek to preach the gospel in the

-
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regions beyond them and not desire another man’s line of things mde ready
to their hands.

There is plenty of work in Canada if' we arc willing to work in new settle-
menty, and to begin with weak churches, to toil, and pray, and wait.  The
notion of getting a church sclf-supporting in a few years, we regard ag
utopian, it hag led to restlessness and disappointment.  We ean only grow with
the country, nearly every church will have to pass through a senson of weak-
ness apd dependence.  If we ean find faithful men who will work and wait,
we must not worry them, but render them patient help, remembering that
the life of o weak church is precious to him who has nursed it, and watched
over it, if not to others.  Somec of the brethren will say the whole matter
resolvey itself’ into a question of support. (an our men live while waiting
and working in connexion with feeble churches? We eannot ask men to
make bricks without straw.  The whole idea of cheapening down the mission
we believe to have been wrong, founded on an oversight, on the misapprehen-
sion that missions arc unproductive, that arc not soon self-sustaining.  Money
and good are not synonimous. A mission bringing souls to Christ and
alory to God is not unproductive of good though it fails to support a minister.
To cheapen down our missions in Canada is virtually to withdraw from the
ficld, and where can richer harvests be reaped ? et us so employ the
resources we have in hand that our Master may increase them; he is not a
hard master, he will not muake his favours contingent on our success, but will
award the ¢ well done” to our fuithfudness. LE we serupulously cmploy the
means he has placed in our Eands we may hope to be entrusted with more
whether we have been successful or not.  Many of our ministers in Canada
have been poorly paid ; we have no promise of lucrative positions for their
successors.  Why is this?  Let us in this matter juldge righteous judgment.
Is it beeausc our people are indifferent to the wants of their spiritual
teachers 7 Do they fall below the general standard of giving?  Every case
wust doubtless be judged on its own merits.  Cases can no doubt Le found
where churches have not donc aceording to ability, where individuals and
chirehes have not awaked up to their full duty in this matter. It is never-
theless & fact that small salaries are a natural cousecquence in small churches.
It may be regarded as a gencral rule that where churches are in their infancy
with few members, they do not afford ample support for pastors. This we
believe applies to old countries as well as to new ones.  We nced not look
further for a reason why salarics are low.  Many of the small churches con-
tribute to the schemes of the church as liberally in proportion to their means
as the larger ones.  In a church of say forty members—many of our churches
fall below that number—you have perhaps about thirteen or fourteen males,
of these some are young men with no resources, children of christian parents
and dependent on them. Some are poor. Some are labourers. Some live
on rented farms and have a struggle to get on.  Some few are well-to-do
favmers, some tradesmen, and perhaps a storckeeper. One gives forty dol-
lars per annum to the support of the minister, two thirty dollars each.  One
twenty-five, two ten, ten four, and one five. You have about two hundred
dolars. There can be little got from the rest whose husbands have subseribed
in the above estimate or are men who feel no interest in the chureh, and who
hold control of the purse. Some are widows without means, some young
women still dependent.  Sometimes something can be obtained from those
who do not belong to the church, but it is not reliable. Twenty dollars more
if obtained comes out of persons with small means, and is made up of small
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sums. If pressurc is put on, it must be on those who focl that they have
alrcady excceded the general standard of men of their means in other
churches.  Nay, they feel that they have already paid pretty well for thei
preference.  Now, whether the general standard of giving be right or wrong,
we canuot expeet our people to rise very high above it. In many cases they
are above it. No doubt the general standard is far too low, but it will only
vise gradually. 1o trying to bring our churches on too fast we bave weakened
ourselves; men of means have in some cases gone into other churches to
escape the pressure.

The feebleness of our churches in some eases tends to keep them feeble
Wealth attracts wealth, and poverty repels it. The supposition that all our
country churches are composed of wealthy farmers is founded in ignorance of
the facts. We have not as yet succeeded in attracting any large share of the
wealth of the country. Our basis of communion keeps our churches
relatively smaller than other bodies. We do not indiseriminately admit who-
ever will come, we believe it would be unseriptural. We have chosen our
position, we must abide by the consequences. You brethren must judge, it
in the matter reviewed, I am mistaken, but do not judge from too limited «
sphere of observation. Our inference from what has been laid down is this,
that the low salaries raised by some of our churches, is not in most cases, »
result of any special illiberality on the part of our people, but is a natura
consequence of the smallness of our churches and the small amount of wealth
found among them. It is an evil inevitable to such a work as ours in Canada,
an evil to be met as far as possible with liberality on the part of the wealthic
churches, enabling our missionary society to make prudent and liberal dishurs-
ments of their funds.

Brethren let us speuk encouragingly to our feeble churches. Let us rather
praise them for their liberality, that the undeserving may feel ashamed, than
censure them for their meauness and thereby grieve the hearts of those who
do well. 'We have, it is to be hoped, passed through the worst, let us thank
God and take courage.

Before we close these remarks suffer a few words about our rising ministry
‘What is the barrier to young men offering themselves to our college ¢!  Uuless
we can securc students we shall soon find it difficult to secure funds. Nor
will it be easy to satisfy subseribers that it is wise to keep open the college at
all.  'We should then consider candidly why so few avail themselves of the
advantages we offer, while for other professions colleges teem with students
If there was more encouragement held out to the exceptional class whom it
may be expedient to train as preachers without the ordinary literary culture ;
eould we not find more men, and fields for them to work in? Does our
country require none but higly educated men? When a man feels himself
called into the ministry at twenty-one with but a common English education,
is it the most profitable way for that man to prepare for the work to com-
mence at_that late period a course of classic culture ¥ We are doubtless all
agreed on giving our men the very best of training, but it is generally under-
stood that unless the foundation has been laid early in life, very few become
in any moderate sense masters of the languages; while to get a very inade-
quate acquaintance with them requires serious drafts from the time required
for the study of other things. Thence, it appears to us, if Gogd inclines the
hearts of young men prepared by early culture to matriculate in college, and
take the full course, we should thankfully receive them; but if others be
called not having had these early advantages, then it seems to us, we should
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not at that late day lay any such burdens upon them, but train them in the
very best way we can for usefulness in the shorter course. It is possible that
the prospeet of being required to study a year in order to matriculate, and
then five years afterwards may deter some from entering on the work who
might be useful in it. Let us, christian friends, pray the Lord of the harvest
to put his Spirit within such men as he chooses, and to stir them up toa
readiness for the work. If there was more believing prayer in the churches
there would be more young men standing up and saying, ¢ Ilerc am I,
send me.”

Now christian brethren, in no dogmatic spirit have these varied sugaestions
been made ; they have been submitted in the hope that what is wise and
good, you will concur in, and wisely reject what is not so. And may the
great Head of the church who walketh among the golden candlesticks, and
holdeth the stars in His hand, own and dwell among us; uphold and protect
us, while we ever seek His glory. Amen.

FOURTEENTH ANNUAL MEETING OF TIE CONGREGATIONAL
UNION OF CANADA.

The members of the Union met, according to appointment, in the Congre-
gational Church at Kingston, on Thursday, June Gth, 1867, at 3 p.at. The
Rev. W. H. Allworth, Chairman, conducted the devotional excreises, after
which Rev. R. Hay was chosen Minute Secretary, and William Frecland,
Esq., assistant.  Rev. W. W. Smith was also requested to renew his valuable
services as reporter for the press. The sessional roll was then formed, cou-
sisting, with additions made from time to time, of the following names :

MINISTERIAL MEMBERS.—Revs. L. P. Adams, W. II. Allworth, J. Brown,
R. Brown, J. T. Byrae, J. Campbell, W. Clarke, W. F. Clarke, J. Climic,
G. Cornish, B. W. Day, J. A. R. Dickson, J. Douglas, A. Duff, J. Durrant, K.
M. Yenwick, R. Hay, W. Hay, S. King, R. Lewis, A. Lillie, D. D., D.
Macallum, A. Macdonald, J. G. Manly, I. H. Marling, A. McGregor, D.
McGregor, J. McKillican, A. J. Parker, T. M. Reikie, J. Rogers, J. G.
Sanderson, E. J. Sherrill, W. W. Smith, J. Unsworth, C. P. Watson, J.
Wheeler, H. Wilkes, D.D., and J. Wood—39.

Cunurcnes, 8y DELEGATES.—Belleville, H. D. Hampton; Bowmanrville,
H. O’Hara; Brantford, J. Woodyatt; Burford, E. Yeigh; Cold Springs,
W. Eagleson ; Cowansville, T. Terrill ; Eaton, E. Caswell ; Framosa, J. Deters;
Georgetown, Joseph Barber; Guelph, E. H. Arms; Kingston, G. Robertson,
G. 8. Fenwick ; Listowel, A. McMillan ; London, Captain Millar; Montreal,
(. Alexander, P. W. Wood; Paris, D. Finlayson, P. Adams; Pine Grove,
J. Dalziel ; Sherbrooke, Hon. J. S. Sanborn ; Southwold, W. Claris; Stouf-
ville, T. Millard; Thistleton,J. W. Wallis; Toronto, Zion Church, G. Hague,
W. Frecland ; Toronto, Bond Street, J. Farquhar, J. Turner; Warwick, J.
Wallace ; Dauville, J. P. Stockwell ; Garafraxa, R. Blyth; Guelph, R.
Thompson ; Hamilton, W. Xdgar; Indian Lands, W. Peacock ; Lanark, A.
Rankin ; Lanark Village, T. Francis ; Meclbourne, H. Burnsham ; Martintown,
P. Christic ; Owen Sound, J. Rogerson. 33 Churches, by 38 Delegates.

There were also in attendance as Delegates from Curresponding bodies :

From the Congregational Union of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, Rev.
R Wilsen.
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TFrom the Synod of the French Evangelical Churches of Canada East,
Rev. D. Cousserat.

These, with the following visitors, were invited to seats as Honorary
Members :

Rev. F. Hastings, of St. John, N. B.; Rev. C. Pedley, of Cold Springs;
tev. T. Bayne, of Sandy Creck, N. Y.; Rev. James Stott, of Blackburn,
Lancashire, England; Rev. E. T. Bromficld, lately from London, England,
[expected, but not present]; Rev. J. R. Kean, of Canning, Nova Scotia;
Rev. Prof. Mowat, Queen’s College, Kingston ; Rev. C. Spettigue, Newmarket ;
Rev. Prof. C. K. Stowe, late of Andover, Mass.; Rev. — Priston, of Cape
Vincent, N.Y.; Rev. W. Lumsden, M.A., Vaokleek Hill; Rev. G. Strasen-
burgh, of Stockholm, N.Y.; Mr. A. Christie, of Toronto; Dr. Mair, of
Kingston.

On nomination by the Chair, a Temporary Committee of Business and
Nominations was appointed ; Rev. J. Climie, Convener.

Rev. J. Wood, Secretary, presented the Report of the Committee of the
Union, which, from its important and comprehensive character, we copy in
full. It was aceepted, and made the first order of the day, after the CLair-
man’s address.

AXNUAL REPORT.

The joy we must all have felt in common at the prospect of meeting together
in our Annual Convocation, must have been somewhat tempered by the recollec-
tion, that we shall miss from our present gathering the familiar faces of & number
of brethren, with whom, for many years past, we have been accustomed to hold
counsel and fellowship. Three of our Churches in this country have had to
mourn the loss of their pastors by death during the past year. T'wo of these,—
the Rev. G. B. Bucher, of Granby, and the Rev. Joseph Forsyth, of Waterloo,—
were members of our Union, and were present at our last Annual Meeting in
Montreal. The other, the Rev. William Macalister, of Metis, was a stranger to
most of us, having heen prevented by bodily infirmities, and the distance of his
sphere of Inbour from any of our ordinary places of assembling, from mecting
with us, although very heartily one with us in our principles and work., We
Lave no doubt that the Union will express its sincere condolence both with their
bereaved families and their late charges on the occasion of their loss.

Three others, members of this Union, have left this new and rising Dominion,
two for the United States, and one for Australia. That the peculiar difficulties
of this field should discourage some of the lahourers is not to be wondered at;
but alrcady it ean be seen that these are being gradually overcome, and the
Committec are persuaded that patient continuance in well-doing will, in God’s
good time, be rewarded by spiritual success and by material comfort. Thev
would earnestly appeal to those especially who have been educated for this
parficnlar service, at the charge of the churches, that for none but the most
imperative reasons, and only in the most deliberate manner, they ever change
their post of duty. When this young nation has grown up to greatness it will
Le counted no mean honour to have laboured in laying the foundations of its
many generations. Oan the other hand a grave responsibility must rest on those
who leave their flocks untended, their fields uncultivated. Not a few of those
who have left us have failed to find as well compacted a brotherhood elsewhere :
while they have had still to encounter that human natare which is not a peculiar
growth of Canadian soil.

Yet another of our pastors has left us to settle in the neighbouring Provincee
of Nova Scotia, and two others have formed ecclesiastical connections elsewhere.

Nothing having occurred during the year of sufficient importance to require
the convening of the Committee, they have endeavoured to give what attention
was possible, by correspondence, to the several matters referred to them at the last
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annual meeting of the Union. The duties of the Committee are being continually
enlarged however, and it becomes desirable, on several accounts, that provision
should be made hereafter for the assembling, if not of all its members, at least
of an executive committee once during the year, to prepare business for the next
annual meeting. The cost of such an arrangement would probably be amply
repaid by the advantages to be derived from it.

The resolution adopted by the Union in June last with reference to the invasion
of the Province and the conduct of our volunteer furces, was duly transmisted, as
ordered, to the civil authorities; and shortly afterwards a reply was received
from the Governor’s Secretary acknowledging its receipt, and conveying *¢Ilis
Excellency’s thanks,” and “ his entire satistaction with the sentiments thercin
expressed.”

The petition ordered to be drafted and sent to the Legislature in the name of
the Union, praying against the making of any provision for the endowment by
the state of any denominational schools in the then expected confederation of the
Provinces, was also prepared and forwarded, and presented in duc form by
gentlemen in both houses.

The Congregational Union must ever maintain their protest against the allow-
ance of Roman Catholic Separate Schools in Ontario, where a truly national
system, just to all parties, has been established, and cannot regard without
apprehension the confirmation of the separate system in that province by the
Confederation Act. Nor can they acknowledge the legislation as sound, which,
by establishing a denominational system in Quebec, has necessitated the forma-
tion of Dissident Schools. They trust that the Protestant minority of the latter
Province will soon be relieved of all cause of complaint.

That expected confederation has now become a fact, and will shortly take
effect; and it is our earnest prayer that it may be largely promotive of the wel-
fare of our people, and may tend to strengthen the ties that already bind us to
the government and institutions of Great Britain.

The application of the name Canada in future to the whole Dominion seems
to demand either that the name of our Union be changed to that of the Provinces
of Ontario and Quebec, or else that there should be an amalgamation of the
Union of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick with our own, under its present title.
Whether the latter be practicable or desirable iz a question we must leave with
the Unions themselves to decide.

Your Committee are unable to report any recommendations with regard to the
made of conducting our business, being of opinion that as we have only one
objeet in view in coming together, it is far better to rely upon the intelligence
and good feeling of the brotherhood, than to tie up our hands with rules which
the more stringent they are are only the more certain to be broken. At the same
time it cannot be doubted that a little more attention to our 9th standing Rule,
and another contained in the Epistle of James (i. 19), “ Let every man be swift
to hear, slow to speak,” would often greatly facilitate business, and leave us,
what i3 eminently desirable at our annual meetings, viz.: more time for devo-
tional service and brotherly conference with regard to the more purely spiritual
wants of the churches.

Neither are your Committee prepared to report any recommendations with
regard to the employment of lay agency. That topie, which is a most importans
one, was assigned by them to a brother of large experience, who, they cxpected,
would have furnished us with a paper ugon it for discussion at our present
meeting, but is, unhappily, not to be with us. Several other subjects of general
and denominational interest were also similarly assigned, but with one exception
were declined. Professor Cornish has kindly consented to bring in a paper on
the best mode of conducting our Sabbath devotional exercises.

The Committee deeply regret that there should have been disappointment in
obtaining these papers, and would submit that the body has a claim for such
service upon its members. In order that brethren may have ample time to
prepare themselves for such a duty, the Committee recommend that the Union
Committee annually appoint subjects and writers for the next Session,
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In relation to * wider denominational intorchanges,” the Committee are of
opinion, that even if they could bo socured they would be in groat danger of
degenerating into emipty {ormalities, consuming much valuablo time, without any
practical rosult. A botter understanding with the Illome Mission Committoes of
other bodies in regard to ovangelistic Jabour in the moro destitute parts of the
country, is eminently desirable, thongh how such an understanding can be
arrived at, by the action of this body, it is dificult to say. Under present
cirenmstances, therefore, it appears to yonr Committee that we ehall better secure
the ends of such “ wider denominational interchange,” by cultivating, each in
his own sphero of effort, that love for all who love tho Lord Jesus Christ in
sincerity, by which all men shall know that wo are Ilis disciples. 1t is very
desirable, however, that wo should cultivate more diligently the acquaintance of
thuse ecclesiastical bodics with which wo are already in correspondence, and that
the delegates should as far as possible fulfil their appointments in person.

'The Committeo would recommend that no new currcsrondonco of this natare
he opened, unless theve is a likelthvod of its being actually maintained. Proba-
bly the existing list may nced revision by the Committee on Nominations, now
to be appointed.

Two other subjects have engaged the attention of the Committeo,—tho first is,
the desirableness of securing as perfect uniformity as possible among our
Churches in the hymn book used. From returns obtained by your Secretary it
appears that no less than ten different collections of hymus are in use among
us. The Sabbath Hymn Book is used by 23; The New Congregational by 17 ;
Watts and (Worcester) Select by 6; The Chureh Psalmist (Am. Pres.) by 3;
The Cburch Psalmody (C. E. Cong.) by 1; The Leeds Hymn Book by L; The
Scottish Metrical Psalms by 4; The Iymn Book by 1; Watts by §, Watts and
the uld Congregational by 1. Ilence, in tho event of a member of one of our
churches removing to any other locality there are many chances to one against
his finding the same collection in use as that to which he has been accustomed.
1n no other denomination in the conntry is this the case, and why should it be
80 with us?

An attempt was made eight years ago in Toronto to remedy the evil, but with
only partial success. The choice then lay between the * Sabbath Hymn Book
and the ** New Congregutional,” and although the Union found itself unable to
make a recummondation on the subject with much unanimity, the result of the
diseussion was, that, by most of the churches making a change, the preference
was given to the formet ; more recently, however, owing to a better acquaintance
with the “ New Congregational,” the greater facilities for obtaining it. its extra-
ordinary cheapnesg, and lastly, its distinetive name; and, on the other hand, the
expensiveness of its American rival, the English book is rapidly coming into
favour. It seems to your Committee therefore very desirable that the churches
which are now using other collections should adopt one or other of the two which
have commanded the approval of the majurity of the brethren.

The other subject is, tne necessity of a more extensive employment of the Press
in the promotion of our denominativnal work. Our monthly Magazine has done
us excellent service, and is yearly growing in value and interest.

But the ‘“sigh for a weekly,” which found utterance in it lately, meets with a
response in many a heart, besides that of our worthy editor, and is, indeed, only
the expression of long-pent-up desire. Qur brethren in Britain and the United
States are employing this agency more vigorously than ever, and there is hardly
one of the religious bodies of this country that has not its weekly newspaper.
The Committee, however, would not recommend the establishment of any other
than u first-class journal. Until this can be compassed they would be content
with a monthly or semi-monthly magazine. They commend the subject to the
attention of the * Canadian Independent Publishing Company,” assuring them
of the deep interest with which their operations are regarded by the body at large.

There are several other ways in which we could use the press to great advan-
tage, and particularly in the religious instruction of the young. We greatly
need a catechism, or rather a series of them, for use in the family and the
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Sabbath School.  Such a method of instruction has proved itself invaluable in
otlh:er Junds, and we labour under a heavy disadvantage for Inck of it.

Tbo establishment of & Denominational Book Room has been frequently sug-
gested as a crying necessity of tho churches in this country. The Committeo
doubt much tho expediency of establishing such an institution under officinl
control, in a body whero the connexional bond is so much affected by personal
and loeal independence as it is in ours; but would point out this vacant field,
cspecially to residents in the principal cities, as one in which individual enterprise
could be enlled forth in doing a most important public sorvice. Is there not a
Congregational bookseller in Montreal or Torento who will open such n depart-
ment in his business, and through whom free grants of denominational publica-
tious, provided from some public funds, could be distributed ?

Mr. Wood also presented his report as Treasurer, showing a balance due to
himself  As afterwards completed by the addition of the collections for
1867, and the travelling expenses to the present meeting, a balance of $40 55
was left in the handsof the Treasurer. The collections amounted to $381 72.

The hours of session were fixed at 9 to 12.830, morning ; and 2.30 to 5.30,
afternoon.

A letter of fraternal sympathy was read from the Synod of Freneh
Churches.  Also, an application for membership from Rev. K.T. Bromfield—
referred to Membership Committee.

The following Delegates to cotresponding bodies, gave in their reports:
Revs. A. Macdonald, A. Duff, Ii. J. Sherrill, F. . Marling.

ANNUAL SERMON.

At 7.30, r.pr., the appointed preacher, Rev. J. Wood, delivered the open-
ing sermon—the devotional services having been conducted by Rev. J.
Durrant and Rev. A. Duff.

The text was taken from Philippians iii., 2, 3. ¢ Beware of dogs, heware
of cvil workers, beware of the concision ; for we are the circumecision, which
worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence
in the flesh.”

We can give but a short outline of the discourse.

IIe commenced by showing that some erred by believing and claiming that
they only constituted the church and people of God, and that none were right
but themselves. Others erred in a contrary direction by asserting that all systems
were right, if people would but live up to them. A third class went further still,
and held that neither creed nor life mattered aught, but that all would be saved.
The Jews, by virtue of circumcision and the law, claimed to constitute the true
and only church of God. Paul calls them the “concision,” as expressing, with
something of contempt, his small estimate of the carnal rite apart from the
spiritual grace signified. Connection with & national church cannot constitute
us Christians, or give us a title to Heaven, If it could not do this for the Jew,
it cannot for us. Neither can the sacraments of that or any other do for us what
circumeision failed to do for the Jew. Looking at the criteria by which the
question must be settled,‘* who are the circumecision ?”” we see that the circumcision
or the true church of God, * hath no confidence in the flesh,” or in outward forms
or ceremonies. The second characteristic of the circumecision or the true church
is that such * rejoice in Christ Jesus,” trust only in his righteousness. So Paul;
his faith was not mere articles of a creed, but a deep principle of his moral
nature, the feeling that

¢ Noue but Jesus, none but Jesus,
Can do helpless sinners good.”

The third characteristic of the true church is that those who belong to it ¢ wor-
ship God in the Spirit.” “God is o spirit; and they that worship Him, must worship
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Him in spirit and in truth, for the Father sceketh such to worship Ilim.” Ifeven
a Divinely appointed ordinance becameo a&n abomination when its spirit had fled,
so the attempt to maintain the forms of religion while the heart is unrenewed,
infallibly leads to a mere dead formalism. ‘Lrusting to creeds and forms is just
as agreeable to the human mind now, as it was in Paul’s days; and we now,
equally with Christians then, need to ¢ beware of the concision.” We have
sought to eschew the jforms, and to secure the spiri of worship. But as we may
have formalism without forms, so we have still need to * heware of the concision.”’
And we must beware of the spirit of the concision, in our views of other churches.
There is no ¢ visible church,” connection with which can save the soul. “There
are no furms which can open to us the gates of Heaven. Any attempt to exalt
an ordinance above faith in Christ and oneness with him, will lead us back to the
errors of the concision. It is only according to our faithfulness to God’s truth,
that we may expect God’s blessing on our labors. .

COMMITTEES.

After service, the Temporary Committee reported Standing Committees,
which were, then or the next morning, confirmed with amendments. The
C'onveners were :—Business, Rev. W. Hay ; Membership, Rev. W. F. Clarke ;
Nominations, Rev. G. Corunish; Finance, Mr. G. S. Fenwick. A Comuittee
on Public Services was also appointed, Rev. K. M. Tenwick, Convener.

MORNING PRAYER MEETINGS.

On Friday, Saturday, Monday and Tuesday, the first hour of the morning’s
session was spent in a prayer-meeting. These services, during the present
session, were marked by all the life and interest that have always characterized
them. Statements of answers received to former united prayers, arc never
wanting. Gratitude and hopefulness were the prevailing feelings manifested.
Taith in God as the Hearer of Prayer, and in His word as the instrument of
conversion, could not but be strengthened by the illustrations which the
experience of many enabled them to supply.

RETIRING CHAIRMAN'S ADDRESS.

After the Friday morning’s prayer-meeting, Rev. W. II. Allworth delivered
his retiring address, which was heard with deep interest and greeted with
frequent demonstrations of approval. By the request of the Union, it is
herewith printed for general perusal, so that our readers will have the advan-
tage of cousidering its various suggestions.

Immediately after the delivery of the address, the Conmmittee of the Union
nominated Rev. J. Criyrg, of Belleville, as Chairman for 1867-S.  'The
nomination being confirmed by the mecting, Mr. Climic took his seat
accordingly ; briefly thanking the body for conferring on him #an honour
which he valued only next to that of betng the pastor of a church of Churist.”

UNION COMMITTEE’S REPORT CONSIDERED.

The report of the Committee of the Union, presented at the first sitting,
being taken up, the following action was taken on its several parts:—1. The
paragraph on the Hymn Book question was amended and adopted (as above).
2. That relating to corresponding bodies was adopted and referred to the
Nominations Committee. 3. That on the preparation of business was re-
ferred to the Business Committee, the name of the Secretary of the Union
being also added to that Committee. 4. That referring to the name of the
Union was referred to the Union Committee, Dr. Wilkes giving natice of
motion to change the same next year.  The report as a whole was adopted.
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LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

Rev. T. IL Marling, being allowed to present the case of the Lundon
Missionary Socicty, briefly addressed the Univn—advertiug to its labuurs,
now continued for over seventy years, in so many countries, to the success
with which God had crowned its missions in the East and West Indies,
China, Africa, the South Seas and Madagasear—to its Intimate connectiun
with the Congregational churches—to the honoured names of its wissivnaies,
living and dead—to the renewed vigour with which it was now conductgd—
to the interest of the Australian churches in its operations—and to its preseut
great necessities ; there being a deficiency of not less than £20,000 in its
ordinary revenue ! :

The following resolution was unanimously adopted, after confirmatory
remarks by Dr. Lillie and Dr. Wilkes:

Lesoleed—That the London Missionary Society, an organization greatly blessed
of God in the propagation of the Gospel, and so intimately connected with the
Congregational churches of Britain and her dependencies, has peculiar claims
upon the prayerful and liberal support of the members of this Union ; and that
it is therefure earnestly recommended to those churches which do not contribute
to the cause of Fureign Missions, or that have not formed cunnections with other
societics, to make this the channel of their gifts for the heathen field.

FRENCH CANADIAN AMISSION.

On Friday afternoon, Rev. D. Cousserat, lately from Montaubaa, France,
and now engaged at Montreal in teaching a superior class of pupils frum
Pointe aux Trewbles, for missionary service among their countrymen,
delivered a brief address in French, which was translated by Rev. A.
Macdonald, Secretary of the French Canadian Missivnary Society. Mr.
Cousserat was charged to cunvey to the Union the fraterual salutations of the
French churches of Lower Cunada, and to thank their Congregational
brethren for their sympathy and aid.

We may add that, on Saturday, Mr. Macdonald and Dr. Wilkes presented
the case of the French Canadian Missionary Society. The former stated
that 30,000 copies of the Word of God had been circulated, and were bear-
ing fruit. They had twenty-nine labourers in the field, of whom four were
from Puinte aux Trembles; twenty-one preaching stations; mission schools;
and six orgavised churches, formed into a Synod.  Mr. Macdonald gave some
exceedingly interesting details of the work. Dr. Wilkes stated that though
the Society was undenominational, by the establishment of separate wmissions
by the Church of England, Church of Scotland, the Baptists and Wesleyans,
the work had been left almost entirelyin the hands of the Canada Presbyterian
Church and ourselves. We ought to have an annual sermon and collection
for the object in every church.  After these addresses, it was

Resolved—That this Union recognise the work of the French Canadian Mis-
sionary Suciety with unabated interest and confidence, and, commending it to
the continued sympathy and enlarged liberality of our churches, recommend that
an annual contribution be taken up on its behalf.

THE «CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.”

Trom 3 to 4.30, p.a., the Union was engaged upon the affaivs of this
magazine. Mr. P. W. Wood, on behalf of the proprictors, explained the
financial position of the undertaking, and was followed by the Editor. From
their statements it appeared that the Magazine had been enlarged by one-
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fourth during the year, requiring an addition of 150 to 200 subscribers to
meet the increased cost; that the actual increase had been (gross 173, less
70 “stops,” equal to) only 105 for vol. xiii., with however 87 new names for
vol. xiv.; that the receipts had heen, for arrears $188, for vol. xiii.; just com-
pleted, $502 50, in advance for vols. xiv. and xv. $§180 80; for advertise-
ments, for free list, from the Union and Societies, $92, and the disbursements
$355 88. There was still due for expenses of publication of vol. xiii. $180,
against which must be set the sum of $660 due for arrears. Of this sum,
8216, were due from 27 subscribers, in sums of $8 each ! the greater part of
which may have to be written off as bad. The actual value of the balance of
arrears was estimated at $280. It appeared that the Magazine might be
cousidered to have paid its way for the year, no less and no more. After
careful consideration the members of the Company bad been convinced that
they could not at present undertake the publication of a ¢ weekly,” nor could
they as yet even enlarge the Magazine. The expenses for next year would be
greater than last year, and it was necessary that there should be a considera-
ble increase in the circulation. To promote this purpose no less than ten
special premiums had been most generously given by a number of friends,
without charge to the company. This evidence of interest in the Magazine
had been most encouraging, and it was confidently expected that a large
addition would be made to the list. The Editor also expressed his thanks
for the literary cobpcration he had received, and felt encouraged in com-
mencing the responsible labours of another year, by the testimonies he had
received so frequently and from so many quarters to the usefulness of the
Magazine.

Several members of the Union, lay and clerical, followed with suggestions
as to the improvement of the circulation. Many strongly urged the adoptiun
of the cash in advance system, inexorably carried out, for the future, asnut
only avoiding these discreditable debts, but also tending to increase the
circulation. On motion of the Business Committee it was

Resolved—That this Union receives with much pleasure the information relative
to the improved prospects of the Cunadian Independent, and presents its grateful
acknowledgments to the Editor for his valuable services; but at the same time
learns with much regret the large amount of arrears still due: and thereture
recommends that in future the cash-in-advance system be strictly adhiered to, anl
also that every Church be requested to appuint an agent to attend to this
business.

Resolved—That the special acknowledgments of the Union be given to thuse
gentlemen who have kindly offered premiums for lists of subscribers to the
Independent.

DEATH OF Mr. SAMUEL EBDS.

While ths Union was transacting some other items of business, Rev K. M.
Fenwick read a telegram just received from Rev. E. Ebbs, announcing the
death, by drowning, of his only and beloved son, Samuel. A shudder ran
through the meeting, and deep groans were heard on every side, for the
young man was not only beloved for his parents’ sake, but for his own, being
one of decided Christian character, and of singulatly pure and affectionate
disposition.  As soon as calmuess was vestored, Dr. Lillie led the meeting in
intercession for the sorrowing family.

The following resolution was afterwards adopted by the Union :—

Resolved—That this Union has received with profound sorrow the intelligence
of the sudden bereavement of our dear brother, Rev. E. EbLs, in the death of
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his much loved and only son. The Union tender to their bereaved brother and
family their affectivnate condolence and prayerful sympathy, in the loss of a son
and brother of so much hope and promise. May God be their refoge and strength
in this their time of trouble!

PROFESSOR CORNISII'S ESSAY.

The order of the day at 4.30 p.»., was the reading of a paper prepared,
at the request of the Committee of the Union, by Rev. G. Cornish, on
¢ Sabbath Devotional Exercises :—how rendered most edifying 7’ —the only
paper, by the way, out of several which had been requested, that was forth-
coming,.

After some introductory remarks on the great importance of the subject,
the writer pointed out the distinction Letween essentials and non-essentials in
this matter. The great essentials were, spirituality, sincerity, and faith. So far,
all were agreed ; but not as to the non-essentials. Praise and prayer were the
two constituents of devotion. With respect to the matter of praise the writer
pronounced a cengure upon hymns which were not songs of praise to God, or
suitable for congregational use, whatever other excellence they might have as
sacred poetry. As to the manner of singing, simplicity and good taste were
prime requisites. The stylo of tunes in Mr. Binney’sand Mr. Allon’s collectiong,
was commended. Singing in unison was preferred to that in parts. The vrgan,
rightly used, was approved. Choirs, though not wrong in principle, were better
dispensed with iu practice. On the other part of the devotional servises, viz.,
prayer, of which the importance could not he exaggerated, the chicf thing was
its spirit—the same in the congregativn as in the individual christian.  No fune-
tion of the minister was so sulemu as this. Ile must himself be a devout man,
his language simple, his manner veverent. It was well to divide the many
suljects of prayer among moure than one “long prayer.” DPreparation should
be made for this part of the services as for the sermon. The writer would be
sorry to see a liturgy wholly exclude free prayer, but was in favour of a modified
Jiturgical service in connection with it, using the prayers of the early Christian
Church. Finally, in this material age, it was necessary to testify clearly to the
cssential spirituality of Christ’s religivn.

The hour being late, but little time remained on Friday for diseussivn of
this paper, but this was resumed on Monday and again on Tuesday. As
might have been expected, there was great warmth and emphasis in the
vpinions expressed with respect to hymns and liturgies. The Professor’s
canun, restricting the former to hywmus of praise, was controverted by severul
speakers; but the chief interest of a somewhat irregular discussion was found
in the question of forms of prayer. It is to be regretted that the subject
was not taken up more thoroughly, and at ono continuous sitting. Dr.
WiLxes generally sympathised with Mr. Cornish’s views, but proposed that
the Union should restrict itself to commending the subject to the carcful
attention of pastors and churches. Rev. W. I. CLARKE contended for the
liberty of a Congregational church to adept a partial liturey, and thought
there were several advantages in it.  Rev. J. G. MANLY alleged that every
liturgical church in christendom had become ritualistic. Rev. J. Woob
argued that as the liturgical system was not to he found in Seripture, it was
contrary to apostolic principle and practice, and moved a resolution to that
effect, depreeating also any changes 1n our existing modes. Mr. G. IIAGUE
insisted that there was an essential difference between liturgies and ritualism.
Public prayer was not a rite; the wminister led the people’s devotions;
whereas, in a priestly system, he performed acts of saving virtue by himself';
they merely looking on.  Dr. Livnie thought that Mr. Cornish had handled
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the subjoct with great judgment nud delicaey. 1o approved of dividing the
«long prayer” Tn early Christinu times, thore were liturgice, but unwritten
ones they deemed too snered for trangeviption.  1lo had great reverence for
the higtoric chureh.  But time fiiled for any worthy discussion of the sub-
jeat. Rev. T 11 MARTANG gave several reasons why, whatover might he
wid for liturgies in tho absteact, the attempt to introduce them into our
churehes would work only mischiof, and urged that our part was to develop
and perfoct our own_system of free prayer.” Rov. J. Srorr spoke in much
the same strain. Rev. WL I Oranie having proposed a resolution, uot
only thanking Mr Cornish for his paper, but requesting it for publieation in
this magazine, it was earnestly protested Dy several members—among whom
were Reva. A Dufl, J. Clitnie, J. Wood, J. G. Mauly, 'I'. M. Reikie—that
sueh a proceeding would be taken ns an endorsation by the Union of the
sentiments of the essay, and would bo used with damnging effect by hostile
moemboers of other churehes.  On the other hand, it wis contended, that to
agk for the publication of the cssay was a courtesy due to the writer, and
involved no sanction of his O\ﬁnim\s, while those who thought otherwise
would be at equal liberty to veply. 1t was not until the end of a prolonged
session on ‘Tuesday morning, that a conclusion was reached ; it boing then
resolved simply to thank Mr. Cornish for his paper, but not to request its
publication. 'The omission of the latter clause was earried by a vote of 16
to 4. 'The discussion could not be a satisfactory oue, so short a time heing
allotted to it, aud that in three fragments, while the fecling excited by it, is
almost the only unpleasant reminiscence of the Union Meeting.

APPOINTMUENTS FOR 1867-8.

The following appointments were made by the Union :—

Comnittes of the Union :—Rgv. Johu Climie, Chairman ; Rev. J. Woad,
Secrctary ;

Place of next Aunnual Meeting (10 A. a1, Tharsday, after first Sabbath in
June 1868) Hawilton, by invitation of the Ghureh there.

Preacher of opening sermon, Rev. J. Unsworth ; substitute, Rev. R. Hay.

Preacher on Sabbath morning, Rev. A. McGregor; substitute, Rev. .
Tiowis.

Delegates to correspouding bodies :—

General Association of Connecticus (New Milford, Juue 18, 1867), Rev.
. J. Sherrill.

GQeneral Convention of Vermont (St Albans, June 18, 1867), Rev. A J.

Y,
Parker.

General Associntion of Massachusetts (Qreenlield, June 25, 1867), Rev. J.
Wood.

General Conference of Maine (Lewiston, Juue 25, 1867), Rev. It L
Marling.

General Association of New Hampshire (Nashug, August 27, 1867), Rev.
A. Macdonald ; substitute, Rev. J. Rogers.

Congregational Union of Nova Scotia and New Brauswick (Milton, N. 8.,
September 13, 1867), Rev. A. Macdonald.  [Rev. Dr. Lillio will also attend
on behalf of the College.]

Qeneral Conference of Massachusetts (Fitchburg, September 10, 1867),
Rev. A. Dufll
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Goneral Assecintion of New York (Wasnw, September 24, 1867), Rev.
5P Watson.
]G‘fnerul Conferonco of Wisconsin (Ripou, Octobor 2, 1867), Rev. W.
Clarke.
General Arsocintion of' Michigan (——, May, 1868), Rev. J. McKillican.
Synod of the Canade Preshyterian Church (Montreal, June, 1868), Rev.
W. I, Clarke ; substitute, Rev, J. Q. Munly.
Conferenco of the Mothodist New Connexion Church in Canada (Aurors,
June 5, 1867), Rev. A. Macdonald. In 1808, Rev. C. P. Watson.

COLLATION ON BATURDAY.

The aflaivs of the Collego oveupicd the uttontion of those attending the
Union during the greater part of Saturday, us iy recorded in another page.
After the morning session, the ministors and. delegates, and such lady-visitors
us were present, weve invited to an elegant luncheon in the basement of the
church.  About cighty persons purtook of the hospitalities of tho friends in
Kingston ; their wants being abundantly supplicd by a corps of honorary
waiters, ladies and gentlemen.  After full justice had been done to the
daintics sct boforo them, Rov. IX. M. Fonwick, as pastor of the chureh, asked
tho attention of his guests to the brothren whom he would call upun 1or the
expression of thoughts which might not be uttered when they met as a
Union. They were all Independents, and would like, first, to hear from
“ T'nk INDEPENDENT.”

In response, tho Xditor, Rev. I7. II. Marling, said that hefore writing for
the magazine, he liked to think ; and thus also before speaking to such an
audience. But as he had no notice, he must say for the InprrENpENT what
was uppermust. o wanted from the friends in Kingston, whose bountiful
hospitality thoy were enjoying : 1. A woodcut of their stately church-
edifice; 2. Donations to tho list of premiums now being mado up ; and, 3.
Three or four times the present number of subscribors !

The pastor said that ho woulddie very glad to have all these requests com-
plied with, aud then called on Rev. ¥redorick Hastings, of St. Johu, N. 13.,
85 2 strauger and & recent arvival from the mother country.

Mr. Iastings said that if he was called to represent the Congregationalism
of New Brunswick, there were but threo ministers in all, of whom two were
uow present; but though coming from the Lower Provinces, he did hut
anticipate by a few days a great national fact, in claiming to bo a Canadian.
e could hardly believe, during the present meeting, that he was not attend-
ing one of the Congregational Union of Suffolk, and enjoying fraternal inter-
course, worship and work, with the brethreh he had left behind.

Mr. Fenwick observed, that as the Union of the Provinces had been
touched upon, he would next call on the Hon. J. 8. Sanborn, one of the
Senators of the New Dominion, coupling with his name the word, * Con-
federation.”

Mr. Sanborn said that he was well known to have been one who had noi
been as sanguine as many others in respect to the new Confederation, yet it
was cvident that it might be expected to promote, what was a great deside-
ratum in the Colonies, the sense of nationality. Not only emigrants from
the old country, but their children who had never scen it, were wont to speak
of Britain as “ Home.” Nor would he have them do otherwise ; but healso
desired to have them think and speak of Canada as their home. To the
future welfare of the country, the labours of such men as were before him,
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being diveeted Lo its moral clevation, wore of more importanee than those of
aueh ax dovoted themselves to its commereinl aud political advancement,
With vespeot to the matter under diseussion this morning—the edueation of
the ministry—he would say, that in Old lngland and in New Kngland,
Congregationalists had always been distingnished for the cowbination of
evangelieal piety with intelleetusl eulture, and he trasted it would be so
hevee He wever kuew a minister too highly educated, oven for the newer
settloments, although somo half-educated men were sometimon too fastidious
for pioncor work.  ‘T'ho speakor had greatly enjoyod this his first opportunity
of attending the meetings of tho Union.

Rev. J. Stott, of Blackburn, Liancashire, being next ealled upon, as a
visitor from lngland, said, that while the climate of this country had bene-
fitted his health, he had also mueh onjoved the privilege of attending this
Union Mecting.  He had never seen angthing but beauty in the prineiples
of Independency.  In his younger days he had thought them indeed too
good for this wicked world.  But though at that time somowhat inelined to
Presbyterianism, he had never regrotted identifying himself with the Congre.
gational body.  Though in Scotland and Treland, as in Canada, it was not
numerong, yet in Kugland and the United States it was large sud powertul.
He believed it to be that type of a high and noble Christianity which the
world needs.

After singing the Doxology, this pleasant social re-union waa coneluded.
1f the thorough enjoyment of the ocession by theiv guests will compensate
their kind entertainers for their pains, we are sure that they may count
themselves rewarded.

Same of the members of the Union, an disporsing, availed themselves of
the hospitable invitation of the Warden of the Prowvineial Penttentiary ;
athers paid a visit to the Forts, or sailed on the beantiful bay; whilo others
were chained ta the aav of a hard-worked committee.

On Saturday evening the Society of the Alnmni of the College met at the
house of Mr. Fenwick, and enjoyed a pldwsant hour or two of prayer aud
bratherly intercourse, in relation to which we may only say, that the subjeet,
amongst athers, of calling out young men for the ministry very fitly engaged
their earnest attention.

SABBATII SERVICES.

The public engagements of the Lord’s Day were ushered in by a prayer-
meeting at 9 o'clock. Members of the Union supplied nearly all the non-
episcopal pulpits in the city and its immediate neighbourhood.

At the Congregational church Rev. Dr. Wilkes, as appointed, preached
from Acts xvi. §, ¢ And so were the Churches cstablished in the faith, and
increased in number daily.”  The tenor of the discourse may bo gathered
from the following sketeh :—

IIe said we read much of ““ churches ”’ in the Now Testament ; isolation had ne
place in the system of Jesus Christ.  The church is for man as mau, renewed and
sanctified through the graco of Jesus Christ. The religion of some has no element
of cohesion in it ; thoy repudiato anything like “ combination.” While religion is
a personal matter between God and the soul, yet it is the will of God that believers
should band themselves together for muatual edification, and for carrying on the
work of the Lord. Of the churches gathered by the Apostles, some of tho mem-
bers were servants—slaves, in fact; others were of the middle classes ; while yet
others were of the learned, the groat and the wealthy. Yot they at onco united
together in a common fellowsbip, helped each other, and laboured together for tho
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propagation of their fuith,  Wo read of o miniatry of the word among them :—
not o pricsthood—hut ministors of the Word to teneh them, wateh over them—io bo
supportod, partially or wholly as mighe bo recquired, by thoso among whom they
ministored,  In such organized Socistics thoro nro instrumentalities for aggressivo
wark, and also for the edifiestion of individunl membeors.  Mon are not saved in
masses,  Thoro is no aggregation in thig principle.  God deals with ench soul
individunlly and apart.  And Tol mo sy to the hoys and girls who aro hero—you
are not lost in your families—God looks at you. 1o has your namo in His books ;
and bag opened an agcount with each ono of you. You must vepent—como to
Jesus—and bo saved.  Wo aro suved as individuals,  Every soul saved shall bo
a monumental pillar engraved with the record of (God’s morcy toward you.

Thoe churches thus skolched aro tho great waut of the age. 1 speak not of
denominations and particulnr kinds of “ churches,” 8o called :—I spenk of the
churches deseribed in the New Testument,—a band of holy brethren working for
tho Lord, managing thoir own aflairs, and free from outside control.

Then, wo might ask, * What are the perilous tendencies of the age ?” for there
are soveral most especianlly to be guarded sgainst. One is o low standurd of moraluy.
The unjust exactions of mastors—tho dishounesty of servants—the greed of guin
—dishonesty and want of honour in dealing—Ilux views with respect to maral
proprioty and purity.

A second i8 levity. I have nothing to say against cheerfulness, Who whould
be as cheerful as the Christinn? 1 refer to ¢rifling—irreverent use of ~olemn
terms—punning and laughing *“ whore angels would fear to tread ”’—in hiterature,
in the social circle, and in conversation.  Churches like those described in the
Now Testament have an influence that draws out the deeper thought of young
people, and engages them in nobler things. The third influence I will parti-
cularizo a8 perilous, is superstiion. What mean those gorgeous robes? these
altar cloths ? thosro processions nnd genuflexions?  These are not gewryaws to be
despised, but outgrowths of o superstition to be condemned! The ** churches es-
tablished in tho fuith ”” teach better thingsa! ‘They have but one official Personage
to come in anywise between the sinner and his God.

Another of those perilous tendencies is unbelicf. This is quite the opposite to
superstition ; yet entirely as credulous. This unbelief is seen in modern times
in the style of criticism :—scicntific evidenco demanded concerning anything the
Bible toaches ;—human reason exalted as the supremo tribunal and appeal. It
were vain for God to reveal anght if human reason knew it before !

In the afternoon, beginuing at half-past two, a very pleasant gathering of
the Sunday school, and many of its friends, took place in the chapel. The
pastor presided. Some very benutiful picces were sung at intervals through
the meeting.  Rev. W. W. Smith was the first speaker ; and, referring to the
Jovely blossoms in the erchards and gardens of the city, scenting the air,
charged the childien to see to it that the lovely blossom and promise of their
childhood beeame fruit to God by faith in Chnist.  Rev. J. Wheeler spoke of
the loveliness of avoiding auger and envy, and other sins of childhood, and
siving the heart to God. ™ Jon J. H. Sauborn, who told the children he had
heen 25 years a teacher and Superintendent in the Sunday school, gave them
sume valuable and aflectionate counscl. Rev. ¥. Hastings spoke in a very
lively and entertaining strain ; and we are assured by a little critic of five
years old, that ¢ the last speech was the best!”  The speeches were short,
hearty and appropriate.

Several of the ministers and brethren attended and spoke at the Religious
Temperance Meeting in the Mechanics’ Institute building, at 4 15 p. m.
Dr. Mair of Kingston presided. The tone of the meeting was excellent.

At half-past six, Rev. Dr. Stowe, lately Professor of Sacred Literature at
Andover, Mass., preached from Luke xv. 18—¢I will arise and go to my
father.” ~ The substance of the discourse was as follows : :
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The parable of the Prodigal Son is & very beautiful specimen of the sermons
our Lord was accustomed to give to the people. While his discourses had in them
wisdum for the Scribe and the Priest, yet they were such as to be suited to the
lowest capacities. Ia gives picfures rather than arguments. There was nothing
of oratorical display, but truth exhibited in most original and striking forms.
When he preached to a congregation, part of whom were captious, and part
sincere, he often preached wholly in paradles.

The parable of the Prodigal Son contains a whole System of Theology. It
containg, (1) The theology of Christ respecting man tn his original relation {0 God.
We are taught that God is our Father, We should go to him for everything, But
do not men too often live as if they were orphans, or prodigals £

This parable (2) containg Christ’s theology with respect to man onl of his
proper relation 10 God. It shows us not only the son at home in the house
of his father, but as wandering afar, miserable, degraded, and totally depraved.
When we say that men are totally depraved, we do not mean that there are no
amiable characteristics about them, but that there is a total alienation of heart
from God. They are separate from God.

It contains also (3) Christ’s theology respecting conviction, regeneration and
conversion ; or the turning of the soul to Gud. ¢ There arose o mighty famine
in that land ;” but the predigal was yot sullen, solitary, and angry with himself
—with no desire to return. He would rather go and ““join himself to a
citizen of that country.” His was but the mere “sorrow of the world that
worketh death.” But a change passes over his mind. Christ expressed it by a
“ coming to Aimself.” A mnew purpose took possession of hissoul. *1I will arise,
and go to my father!”

We see three steps in the process.

(1) ““Ho came to himself; that is regeneration.

(2) ““ e “arose and went to his father ;”” which is conversion.

(3) « When he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had.compassion,
and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him ;* that is 2ke sense of acceplance.

In this beautiful picture-parable, we have Christ’s teaching concerning the
Father—ready to forgive—full of compassion.

There are but the Goepel and the Law. If we reject the gospel, we must
choose tho law—and be crushed beneath it! Uow many of you have been tanght
tosay * Our Father ;” and yet are you living as if you had no God? You may
say I don’t know how to go to God!” but if you can read a chapter in the
Bible and say a prayer, you know as much of the way to your Father as the
Prodigal did.

After the service, the members of the Union and other christian fiiends
accepted the invitation of the Church, to sit down with them around the
Lord’s Table, at which the Pastor presided.

Rev. R. Wilson addressed the communicants. Dr. Lillie gave thanks
before partaking of the bread; aud Rev. A. J. Parker before partaking of
the cup. Rev. E. J. Sherrill, after the ordinance, addressed some affectionate
counsels to the non-communicants.

TRANSACTIONS ON MONDAY.

During the sessions on Monday a great many miscellaneous matters were
presented, and dealt with as follows :

Letters were read from the delegates of corresponding bodies unable to
attend in person, viz, Rev. J. B. Wheelwright, of Maine; Rev. Patrick
Gray, of the Canada Presbyterian Church ; Rev. A. Stevens, of Vermont;
and Rev. E. Ibbs, of Illinois.

A communication was presented from the Montreal Temperance Society.
supported by Dr. Wilkes and Rev. A. Macdonald, asking the coiperation of
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this as of other bodies in a temperance movement on Christian principles.
The following resolution was adopted :—

Tesolved—That the ministers of this Union be requested to preach on the
subject of Temperance on the Sabbath preceding the 25th of December next,
with the view of stirring up the people to the great importance of tutal abstin-
ence from all intoxicating drinks.

A petition to the Legislature was afterwards adopted in favour of an
Inebriate Asylum.

Rev. Dr. Lillie and Ifon. J. S. Sanborn obtained leave to address the
Union on behalf of the Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund. Dr. Lillie expressed
concern at the apparent want of interest felt in this Society among the
Chburches. The Churches ought to determine to put their ministers pecuni-
arily in at least as good a position as other men in other professions and
occupations, with equal ability, application and moral worth, are placed. He
paid a warm tribute to P. W. Wood, Esq., of Montreal, the originator, the
constant friend, and indefatigable promoter of this enterprise. e hoped the
Churches would deal liberally with those who, giving their lives to God's
service, were naturally anxious to secure for their families, in the event of
their removal, immunity from actual and painful want. Hon. J. S. Sanborn
declined speaking, as he thought Dr. Lillie had very admirably gone over
the whole ground.

In reference to a suggestion from the Montreal Ministerial Association, it
was resolved to recommend the Churches to observe the last Sabbath in
February as a day of Prayer for Schools and Colleges. The interests of our
youth were of the highest importance; the time recommended was that
observed for the same purpose in the United States; and it was expected
that other bodies, who had been addressed, would unite in this appointment.

Rev. T. M. Reikie prescnted a statement from Mr. H. O’Hara, of Bow-
manville, stating terms on which he would supply the photographic likeness
of the ministers and delegates now attending the Union. We have referred
to the matter elsewhere.

The following votes of thanks were unanimously adopted :—

Resolved—That the Union hereby tender grateful acknowledgments to the
pastor, the church, and other friends in this city, for the atientions and hospital-
ity s0 generously extended to the ministers and delegates in the annual
convocation.

Also, to the Railway companies for the reduction of fares, and particularly to
the Grand Trunk Railway for the extension of the same privilege to the wives
and lady-friends of members of the Union.

PUBLIC MEETING OF THE UNION.

The usual public meeting was held on Monday evening, the Chairman
presiding, and making a few remarks after the devotional exercises. Rev. F.
Hastings spoke encouragingly in relation to his work at St. John, New Bruns-
wick. Rev. R. Wilson thanked the Union for the good service done by their
delegate to the Lower Provinces in 1866. The great want there, as here,
wasmen ! The remaining three speakers, Rev. I'. H. Marling on ¢ Educa-
ticn,” Rev. W. F. Clarke on ¢ the Press,” and Rev. J. G. Manly on “the
new Dominion,” each complained of not having time to prepare himself
aright.  Mr. Marling said that there were three systems on which education
could be conducted. 1. The purely voluntary, in which the state took no
part. This, even our English brethren were now being forced to abandon.
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2. The state-aided-denominational, against which he mrgued carnestly ; and
3. The state-aided-unsectarian, whieh was the only sound system. He hoped
that in the new beginning we were about to make as a nation, this would be
the method adopted throughout, Mr. Clarke had had many dreams of the
future of the CANADIAN INDEPENDENT, when, as its doting father, he rocked
its infant cradle. He bad dreamt not only of a weekly, but even of a daily.
He urged his brethren to contribuie to the secular press of the country. Ile
then procceded to speak of Congregationalism, 28 anticipating the great
reforms of the duy; and said the danger of our body was not in the direction
of ritualism, but its opposite. But we must be liberal in thought and feel-
ing, owning ail who love Christ as our brethren, whatever their diversities of
modes of worship. Rev. J. G. Manly spoke in glowing terms of the new
Dominion. His sympathies were with the future, rather than the past. He
pleaded for Christian and inter-denomivational fraternization, as well as poli-
tical. He was much gratified to see the iraproved position of Congregation-
alisms in Canada. He himself had adopted its prineiples, because he found
them in the New Testament, not having heard or read auy thing clse on the
subjeet. The last address was by Professor Stowe, who assured the meeting
of the brotherly regard of their New Kneland brethren.

MEMBERSHIP OF THE UNION.

We have omitted to record in the order of time the action of the Union
during its Session in relation to its membership, and will therefore here group
together transactions of that nature. There was admitted—Rev. BE. T.
Bromfield, late of London, lingland ; dismissed — Rev. K. Barker, to the
Union of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick ; and proposed—the Church at
Dunham, €. 1. In relation to the decease of members of the body during
the year it was

Resolved—"That this Union, in recording the death of three of our ministerial
brethren during the past year, would bow with sebmission to the Divine will,
In view of the removal of Rev. G. B. Bucuer, of Granby, of Rev. J. Forsvyru, of
Waterville, and of Rev. W. Macanister, of Melis, from the service of God on
carth to the higher service of God in heaven, we would acknowledge with grati-
tude the grace of God in them, and that earnest devotion and holy zeal which
they displayed in the Master’s service for the good of souls. Trusting that God
will sustain and comfrrt the widows and the fatherless, we would ourselves feel
the importance of being ready also for our great change, whenever the Lord
shail call.

CLOSING SESSION—TUESDAY MORNING.

It being found tmpossible to close the business of the Usion on Monday,
another session was held on Tuesday morning.  After the usual hour of prayer,
and routipe business, a recommendation from the Business Comumittee, for
amendments of the Standing Rules, so0 as to promote the better preparation
of the business of the Union, was considered, together with a programme for
the division of the time of the session among the varions societies, drawn
up with the view of giving a longer time af one sitting to each, and thereby
avoiding the confusion often experienced hitherto. This programme had been
submitted (by request) by Rev. F. H. Marling to the Business Committee, but
the Convener had not been able to securc its consideration. An interesting
discussion ensued.

Rev. W. W. Suira would like to see the Tuesday of the Union set apart for
practical discussion of plans of working at bome. Rzv. A, Durr would rather
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that the Union met, ag formerly, on Wednesday., Rev. Jonx Woop would rather
havae the matter referred back to the Union Committee, and leave them to mature
a programme. Dissatisfaction was expressed by some brethren at the action of
the Finance Committee disbursing finances before the final adjowrnm'ent, con-
trary to Rule 14, and thus giving brethren an encouragement to go home before
the adjournment. Pror. Cornisu was afraid the propesition to bave the sermon
to the Union the first item on the docket would net work well. An amendment
was proposed, leaving the whole matter to the Usion Committee. Rev. T. M.
REwkiE opposed this action, e would rather the question of the order of busi-
ness should come up next year, in o full meeting, uob a thin meeting like this,
at the close of the session. Dr. Liviie said there need be no apprehensions, as
expressed, about not bringing brethren out. Seck tho right men for the com-
mittee work and other work to be done. The contrary course has often been
pursued ; complimenting persons by giving them work to do for which they had
little adaptation. Bev. J. Woop and Rev. W. II. Arworta complained of the
hurried and sometimes slovenly manner in which committees are formed, and
business presented. The Coarryaw said, the only thing to be guarded against
in this matter is “ centralization.” But when, after the matured report of this
Committee, you have the whole power of accepting or rejecting the report,where
can bo the “ centralization”” Rev. F. IL Maruixne urged that, instead of less
committee work, we want more. The fear of centralization was groundless.
Rev. W. F. Crarxg felt there was o Scylla as well as a Charybdis in this matter,
and we must steer between them. There is a fear of “ centralization’ that is not
“morbid.” In England, a complaint is often made that things are too much
“cut and dried” by committees, and scarcely any opportunity for free discussion
or pew business. But some brethren seemed to come to the Urion meetings for
pleasure, not for work ; went in and out, paid little attention to business, and
went away before the meetings were over. It was not for these to complain,
that those who devoted themselves to the work of the body did the work that was
left in their hands.

The following resolution was adopted, on motion of Rev. J. Wood,—

Resolved—That recalling attention to the action of the Union at its meeting in
Brantford in relation to the same matter, we express our strong disapprobation
of members departing before the business of the Union is completed.

The first clause of the Business Committee’s Report was then adopted,
with an amendment — the reinsertion of the word ¢ Business,’”” hefore
“ Membership,”’—namely,—

That Standing Rules 4 and 5 he repealed, and that the following be substituted :

4. The Committer of the Union shall then present their report, and shall nomi-
nate Standing Committees on Business, Membership, Finanze and Nominations,
The second clause was also adopted, namely,—

That in Rule 2, © 10 A.M.” be substituted for **3 P.M.”

The third clause of the Report was also adopted, after some discussion,
namely,—

That Rule 16 be repealed, and the arrangements for the Public Services of the
Union be left with the Committee of the Union.

Mr. Marling’s proposed programme for the arrangement of the business
was referred to the Committee of the Union, to report thereon next year.
Its suggestions were as follows :—

Thursday, 10 A.M. to 12 : 30, Union Meeting for organization ; 3 P.M. to 5: 30,
Anuual Meeting of Missionary Society; 7: 30, P.M., Anpual Sermon, (and
fureign delegates). Friday morning, Chairmaun’s address and Canadian Indepen-
dent business; sfiernoon, essay and discussion “upon it; evening, Missionary
Meeting. Suturday, from 10 A.M., College Annual Meeting, after which, Union



36 NARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF RELIGION,

resumes, if need be, morning or afternoon ; 3 or 4 P.M., Widows’ Fund Meeting,
Monday, morning and afternoon, Union, Missionary, or College, adjourned meet-
ings, as required; evening, Union Pablic Meeting.

A fraternal letter was read from Rev. D. Inglis, delegate from the Canada
Presbyterian Church, now sitting in Toronto.

The discussion on Professor Cornish’s paper was resumed, with the result
already recorded.

The Committee of the Union were nominated on the spot, the Nominations
Committee not having presented a lst of names, and appointed. The names
have been given above.

The Chairman, Secretary, and Minute Secretary, were appointed a Com-
mittee to prepare an abstract of the Minutes of the present meeting, and to
print 500 copies of the same with the Narrative and Summary, but separate
from the College and Missionary Reports. )

After the reading and confirmation of the minutes, and prayer by Rev. J.
Wood, the Unien adjourned, to mect in the Congregational Church at
Hamilton, at 10 4. 1., on the Thursday after the first Sabbath in June, 18GS.

NARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF RELIGION IN 'THE CONGRE-
GATIONAL CHURCHES OF CANADA FOR THE YEAR 1866-7.

The record of the past year presents no very marked feature, unless it be
that of temporary trial and discouragement, occasioned by the removal, in
various ways, of a large number of brethreu from the ranks of our Canadian
Ministry. Three of our number have been called to “rest from their labours,”
and “enter into the joy of the Lord,”—the Rev. G. B. Bucher, of Granby;
the Rev. Joseph Forsyth, of Waterville; and the Rev. W. Macalister, of
Metis; all in Canada Xast; aged 54, 69 and G4 years, respectively. They
had all commenced their ministry in connection with other denominations,
but had united with us from avowed conviction of the scripturalness of our
faith and polity, and had shown themselves to be workmen approved of God,
and that needed not to he ashamed. The report from Granby bears the
emphatic testimony concerning their late paster, Mr. Bucher, that *¢ his heart
was in the advancement of Christ’s cause;’’ and just before his death, he
had the pleasure of secing cleven persons brought into the church upon
profession of their faith, most of whom were probably the fruit of his own
ministry.  Similar testimony has also been borne, by intimate friends, in the
obituary notices of them in the pages of our magazine, to the faithfulness
and ability of the two other brethren.

Our ministerial staff has also been weakened by the removal of four of our
brethren from the Province—two into the United States, one to Nova Scotia,
und one to Australia; while two others have left us to find more congenial
homes in other denominations—one in the Church of England, and another
in the Canada Presbyterian Church.

So serious a diminution of our number, viewed in connection with the
fewness of our theological students, could not fail to produce some depression
among us with regard to the future of our work in Canada. But if it has
also led to a decper sense of our dependence on God, and to more carnest
prayer that the Lord of theeharvest would thrust forth labourers into his
ggxr\'e§t, as there seems reason to hope it has, it may yet prove a blessing in

isguise.
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The statistical returns are much more encouraging than, under the circum-
stances, we might have expected. Sixsty-ouc churches report 342 additions to
their membership by profession, 130 by letter ; removals from all causes, 227 ;
leaving a net increase during the year of 115. The additions during the
previous year, by profession, as reported by G5 churches, numbered only 197,
and the net increase only 81. The average of the additions during 1865-G,
was 44; that for last year was 61, or an improvement of ncarly 50 per cent.
This result, considering the unusually large proportion of churches that have
been vacant during the year, must be considered as by no means discouraging,
bus the reverse.

The experiences of the churches, and their pastors, have, of course, been
very various. Very few of them have dwelt in Beulah, or climbed the Delec-
table Mountains, but a number of them have been making substantial pro-
gress, in both material and spiritual interests, and several have been blessed
with gpecial tokens of Divine favour.

Bond-street, Toronto, is oune of these. ¢ More than usual spiritual interest
(says the pastor) was evident among the young people during the winter.
We have begun to gather in some fruits, and hope to gather more. There is
increase in the congregation, membership, and revenue.”  Altogether, he
regards it as one of his happiest years in the ministry.

Tanuilton has enjoyed “a year of peace and harmony ; many of the mem-
bers have been spiritually quickened ; a fair proportion added to their fellow-
ship, and the congregation increased,” especially by the attraction of large
numbers of young persons. The pastor declares it to be the conviction of
his people that, ““at no former period in its history, has the church had so
much strength, so firm a hold in the city, and so auspicious a prospect for the
time to come.”

The church at Listowel reports the largest number of additions upon pro-
fession of faith (26), six or seven of them from the Sabbath school. Iu addi-
tion, the pastor reports the reorganization of the church at Molesworth, with
a membership of 11 persons, of whom 9 are believed to have been recently
converted.

A new church has also been organized in the township of Vespra, a station
not long sinee taken up by the pastor of the Oro churches. Kighteen persons
have there made profession of their faith in Christ, and covenanted to walk
together in love. .

Marlcham, Unionzille and Stouffrille,all under one pastorate, have been greatly
cheered and refreshed. Ten persons in the former places, and fifteen in the
last-named, have avowed themselves on the Lord’s day, and joined themselves
unto his people, Over some of these, once the slaves of vice and intemper-
auce, the pastor rejoices with trembling, believing, however, that they have
been brought to a saving knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus. The Sab-
bath schools are vigorously wrought and prospering, the congregations are
increasing, and an efficient weekly prayer-mecting is being maintained. And
with all these cheering indications, the pastor exclaims, ¢ The Lord hath
done great things for us, whereof we are glad.”

Brome and Cowansville have been similarly prospered. The pastor reports
that the number of hearers o4 his principal station has been doubled ; that
there hag been a net increase of 15 in the membership, 12 of the additidns
having been by profession ; that more has been raised for the pastor without
extraneous aid than his predecessor received the preceding year, including a
grant from the Missionary Society ; and that with all these indications of out-
ward growth, and probably as the secret of it to a large extent, there has been

2
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a corresponding improvement in the spiritual state of the church. Qur bro-
ther is therefore much cheered in his new sphere of labour, and with much
improved bodily health, and the joy of the Lord strengtbeuving him, he has
been ¢ breaking forth on the right hand and cun the left,”” and has recently
had the pleasure of organizing a new church in Dunkam, with a nucleus of
10 mewbers, and several applicants not yet received.

Stanstead also, and Fitch Bay, its nearest neighbour, both report much to
encourage. Of the former, the pastor says, ¢ We have had weekly cause of
thankfulness for growth both in attendance and attention to the truth. In
the tone of the church we think there is also advancement.” Twelve persons
have been received into fellowship by profession, and five by letter. A parson-
age has also recently been purchased ; a step which, it is pleasing to note, has
been taken in several other places, and indicates 2 growing attention to a pas-
tor’s comfort and uscfulness. In the laiter, the progress has been chiefly of
a material kind, in the completion of a beautiful and commodious house of
prayer, without debt; an event which we trust will shortly be followed by
corresponding spiritnal edification in the church.

The experience of our brother at Paris is thus graphieally given : «I have
felt (he says) that much of my success depends, under God, on personal deal-
ing with the unconverted who sit under my ministry; enquiringinto the state
of mind in which they are left by the word. In other words, just looking
after the sced, to see if it be coming up; softening the ground a bit about it;
pulling up the weeds around it ; taking off a big lump of clay, or flat stone,
that I sometimes find lying right over the seed, placed there by the-enemy.
* % * [ find I have much more confidence in the dews of grace, and the
Dbeams of the sun of righteousness, when I attend to my own part of the busi-
ness and clear away the obstructions. I can pray for the help of the Spirit
more confidently, when J am asking Him to do His own work, and not expect-
ing him to do what He has appointed me to do as His instrument. The church,
I trust, is growing, though but slowly. I hope it will be tough and strong
in proportion.”” Twelve additions are reported by profession, and 4 by letter.

The pastor at Kingston regards the church there as “in a moderately
healthy condition, with not much to discourage, yet with great room for im-
provement.” Numerically, it is weaker by four than it was at this date last
year. Ife notes a fact, however, which is frequently referred to in the reports.
viz., that there are at present a number hopefully on the Lord’s side, who
nevertheless hesitate to make a public profession. Can it be that our churches
sometimes make the gate too “strait’” and difficult of entrance?

A very hopeful feature in the church at Kingston, is the great variety of
their social means of grace, and the general efficiency with which they are
sustained. ‘What would some of our congregations think of the following list
of services, in addition to the ordinary Sabbath means :—Sabbath evening,
prayer meeting; Tuesday evening, ditto; Thursday evening, lecture ; Friday
afternoon, female prayer-mecting; Saturday afternoon, female Bible class;
and o Mothers' Association, and liadies’ Association, each meeting once 2
month? The church has also been much prospered financially during the year.

The pastor at Mandlla says it has been to the Church there ¢ decidedly s
year of merey in various ways.”” Souls have been converted, peace and unity
have prevailed among the brotherhood, and large numbers have regulaly
heard the word preached, at all his stations.

London also reports the year as having been ¢ one of much encouragement.
Five have been added to the church by profession of faith; three others ai
hopefully converted, but have not yet joined themselves unto us. * * *
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Others are anxious.” The congregation is steadily increasing, the prayer-
meetings are well sustained, and a large number of young persons are heing
gathered around the pastor, through the instrumentality of a Literary Associa-
tion under his presidency.

ZLanark Village church was vacant from July to January, but has been
much revived since the settlement of its present pastor. Mr. Lewis, who
reports an increasing attendance at the week-evening service, and a wider
interest, on the part of many, in the things of God. * Last Sabbath (he says)
we had the great joy of welcoming five new disciples to the Lord’s table.”
Others have expressed hope in Christ, and are expected to follow.

This is given, however, as ¢the bright side.” Like a number of other
brethren, he reports many discouragements.

ZLanark 1s¢, while generally prosperous, is constantly suffering by the emi-
gration of its young people to other and more enterprising localities. « Of
the peopie born and brought up in this place (says the pastor), there is pro-
bably not one in ten who means to settle in it. There is scarcely « family
here that has not some members of it in some more fruitful district of country
west of this. The heads of families we have in the church are prineipally old
people.”  Our brother Jabours in hope, however, and comforts himself with
the reflection, that *“if the fraitage does not issue in this Jocality, it will in
other places.”

Newmarket, likewise, ¢ can sing of mercy and judgment.” Tour have
been added to the church by profession, and three by letter, during the year;
but, on the other hand,, *the third part of the whole membership of the
church”” have removed away from the place; so that the pastor reports the
congregation ¢ numerically less, and financially weaker, than last year.”” The
Sabbath school, however, gives much promise, being the largest in the village.

Quebec has endured a similar trial, by the removal of eleven families, in
consequence of the transference of the seat of Government to Ottawa; in
addition to which, ¢ six honored members have fallen asleep in Christ.”

A number of reports indicate more or less progress of a material character,
The churches in Zoronto have nearly extinguished the debt upon their places
of worship, that in Bay-street having provided for the payment of the last
instalment during the present summer. Kingston has so reduced its debt as
to render it easily manageable. Qur Metropolitan, at Ottawa, reports the
crection of an end gallery, and the introduction of a new organ, besides some
other minor improvements. Organs have also been introduced into the
churches at Brantford, London and Scotland.

Io addition to the new chapel at Fitch Bay, already mentioned, one has
heen erected, and will shortly be dedicated at Pine Grove, in the township of
Vaughan; and another is in conrse of erection at Guelpk, to be com-
pleted during the coming winter. Garafraza is also arisfog to build, and
contemplating the putting up of {wo new houses at opposite cxtremes of the
field.  Montreal has hired a house of worship in the eastern part of the city,
where a branch church will probably shortly be formed.

At Owen Sound a new site has been secured, with a view to the crection
of 2 more commodious house; and at Grandy the house has been entirely
refitted, so as to make it, for all practical purposes, a new edifice.

The churches appear to have exceeded all former years in liberality. Only
55 relurns indicale the amount of money raised for religious objects, but the
total for all purposes, viz., $54,051, is much in advancc of any previous year.
The average of the three previous years is $45,758, or §785 for every church
reporting : Iast year it was $382, or an increase of 34 per cent. !
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« It is not expedient for us, doubtless, to glory;”’ but when it is remem-
bered that these returns represent an average of $1 47 for every adherent, or
of 814 66 per member, one finds it difficult to refrain.

The increase is chiefly, of course, in the item of “local church objects,”
and it is to be hoped that under that heading may be concealed untold addi-
tions to the comforts of pastors and their families in the way of increase to
their salaries, now that the cost of living has heen so greatly enhanced. But
there are doubtless some brethren among us yet, whose experience is expressed
in the following graphic note :—“I am trying to preach better, and to live
better, i.e., holier. I see but little prospect of being able to live better, in
any other sente so I must improve by the only way open to me.”

The changes in the pastoral relation, as already indicated, have been very
numerous.

The Rev. Philip Shanks, of Lanark Village, has left the Provinee, to settle
in Australia; and the Rev. R. Lewis, late of Vankleek Hill, has settled in
Tanark Village, ir his stead.

The Rev. John MeLean has resigned his charge in Osprey, and connected
kiwself with the Canada Presbyterian Church.

The Rev. D. C. Frink has removed from AMelbourne, and gone to the United
States, and Rev. John Campbell, formerly of Arran, has settled in Melbourne,

The Rev. J. M. Smith, late of Southwold, has also gone to the United
States; the Rev. C. Duff late of Kramosa, has removed to Liverpool, N.S.
Southwold s still unsupphed and Eramosa is temporarily supplied by the
Rev. W. F. Clarke, of Guelph.

The Rev. H. H. Budge, of Whitby, has also relinquished his charge.

SUMMARY OF STATISTICS, 1866-7.

Number of Returns received....ceecceceensnnes reevenene ceererane 61
« Regular Stations.eeeeveeiecensas srecssetesraacearennns 111
« Sabb‘xth Services.ceciereesenctonincans cereireene vreeeerene 112
“ Weekly Services wveuveieeieenenciiire cune ceererranieene .
Average of principal Congregations ..
Total number of Adherents ...coeeeeee cereoanennn
‘\umber of ﬂddmons by Professsion ...... veer eeno s
Lettor ceveeceirernenes veosees vesereseseraree 130
Total.uererierenrrornanes creserenttraesensanase vereereeesenee ceteersecnrenne 372
Number ofRemovals, by Death wueicevirniiaiinnienicniieecenee 38
Dismissione.eecereeenstiensanns . teseene . 151

Present Membershlp (only 55 Churches reported)......... veens 3,554
Number of Baphsms, Infant...cceeerceeencenns resetsesesntnsensiasas 253
AQUIt ieiiereriricneierncieteererrserarteses 37

\umber of Sabbath SCho0IS vvecraree cevvereeeoneossersorsessesasasss 02
“ Teachers in Sabbath Schools ..coveeverne evenes ees D41

« Number of Scholars in Sabbath Schools v...enes 4,912
t Church Edifices sviuveceeiencercrnereorennenes eresees 72

Of which 39 are of wood, 15 are of brlck 9 aro of stone, 2 plastered, and the
balanse not known. Accommodthon, 7,265 sittings. Estimated value §205,650.
Of these, 34 are reported insured, 21 not insured.
Contnbutxons for Local Church ObJECES wivvevernresasvnnsanenee $44,728

Denominational obJects seorssssssnsesnonnnes 4,083
o Foreign and Indian stsmua. cesrnrenans . 1,746
“ General Religious objects uveiveenvscveranes 2,997

———

TOLal crencrncrocrsresanssracnseresaaseonnsesessesnasee sonoes 904,150
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ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

The Congregational Missionary Society of B. N. A. was summoned to meect,
according to last year’s adjournment, at 10 a.x. on Thursday, June Gth, in
the Congregational church at Kingstoh. At the appointed hour, however,
but a mere handful of the subscribers were present. It would seem that
until the Union meeting had fairly begun, few could believe that any business
could be doue.

A little after the appointed hour, the meeting was organized, Hon. J. S.
Sanborn, of Sherbrooke, C. E., being called to the chair. Prayer was offered
by Rev. T. M. Reikie. Rev. Dr. Wilkes presented the following general

statement prefixed to the report of the General Committee, with the Trea-
surer’s account.

REPORT.

In presenting the Fourteeath Aumnual Report of the Society to their
constituents, the General Committee, without being jubilant, would speak in
tones of thankfuluess and hope. If there has been a tide in our affairs in
these Provinees, and sowe ebbing thereof, it is pleasant to be assured that it
has turned, and it is our duty to avail ourselves of its flow. If aforetime we
have had to speak of “ tenacity of life,” it is matter of congratulation that
we may now speak of consolidation and growth. If there have been in times
past any grounds for the tones and utterances of discouragement with which
we have been too familiar, and which have never been fully justified by
actual facts, those grounds no longer exist, but rather sound reasons why
such tones should cease, and why those of joy and hope should be heard in
their place.

The Secretary of the Western Distriet, looking over the field, says, « We
have opened no new stations, hut note decided progress throughout in the
work of cousolidation. The Churches have raised nearly as much for the Se-
ciety during the year as has been expended ; so that as a District it has been
almost self-supporting.”” If no new station has been opened, one that had been
closed for a time has been re-opened hopefully. Another whose progress has
been retarded by the position of its Church building, has arisen heartily to
build. Another still is superseding its old log sanctuary, rendered useless by
a change in the line of road, by one of stone more in keeping with the age.
In yet another, the Lord has been very gracious in building up the spiritval
structure. Where error and sin abounded, grace has much more abounded,
to the praise and glory of His name, in whom we trust.

The Secretary of the Middle District Y¥alls it a pleasant feature of his
report to note ‘“the encouraged hopeful confidence in regard to the future,
which is inspiring both the Pastors and Churches of the Disfrict. Weakness
and carnest struggling are still our experience, but faith in God aund in man
is growing stronger.””  Details in the report of this Distriet will be found to
vindicate this estimate. The remaining Distriets would doubtless have uttered
the same thing had they spoken on the subjeet. Aud the finances, of which
more definite account will he given ere we conclude, point to the same
conclusion.

In the judgment of the Committee invigoration and consolidation of the
esisting churches and stations are elements of true progress, and should yet
be cherished to the utmost: but they submit the question, whether the time
has not arrived for decided steps in advance? The field is large, open,
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accessible, and necessitous ; shall we not do more than we have to cceupy
and cultivate ?  Yet if we are to do so an increase of agency is imperatively
demanded: We need more men, and need them at once. The maritime
Provinees of the New Dominion specially call for them, and the agricultural
und manufacturing Provinces have not less need. We are entering as a
people upon a new, untried, but emphatically an enlarged existence ; are
becoming distinctively a nation rather than a colony ; and just at the same
juncture the mineral resources of the country, not dreamed of a few years
since, are being developed with remarkable energy, and skilled industry, in
various forms of manufacture, is widening and greatening its influence. In
these fresh conditions there will be changes in the locale of the populations ;
villages will spring up where aforetime even the sound of the woodman’s axe
was never heard; and all these gatherings of the people will need our New
Testament ministry and church institutions, in order to be made what they
are. capable of becoming by God’s blessing. The Committee therefore.
respectfully suggest that the want of an increased staff of suitable labourers
should engage at once the prayerful attention of the Society and of the
Churches to which it belongs; and further, that every legitimate influence
should be brought to bear upon the vital point of a considerable advance in
the standard of ministerial support. In former days it was inadequate, but
with the greatly and permanently increased cost of living, anything like the
former standard is out of the question. ¢ The labourer is worthy of his
hire.” ““Let him that is taught in the word communicate to him that
teacheth in all good things’” These are Divine precepts, and must be
obeyed if we are to exist, much more if we are to prosper.

The Committee have in several instances during the year succeeded in
giving practical effect to these views in Churches with whom they have
direct connexion as grantors.

It only remains to note the liberal grant of £500 by the Colonial Missionary
Society, of which a part remains unexpended; and the recent decease in
Australia, away from the partner of his life, and in the midst of his self-
sacrificing Colonial work, of the Rev. J. L. Poore, the Secretary of the
Society. Gradually and peacefully did he fall asleep in Jesus, sustained
throughout his illuess and in dying, by the Master whom he loved and
served.

The Tinancial Statement is as follows, after which the respective seercta-
ries will present the District Reports. It will be seen that the contributious
of the Churches exceed those of last year about $400. [Upwards of $100
more were paid to the General Seretary-Treasurer during the meeting.]

There was a balance in the hands of the Treasurer on April 1st, 1866,
towards the July payments of about $1400, the sum of ....ee veveern. 81,103 83
The £500 sterling from the Society....ecvirircrrraanns cerrerienenee ceeeee 2,404 36

6 ==

The contributions in British North America have been ..o vevenveereenss 4,493 35

e e

23,001 2

The payments have DELN ... vvcvrrveieruerierenniennaereanes sene ceereraane vee 5,869 03
Balance In hand veieviieancsinnecninnnes convnneceraonsecasnineees 9132 77
The July quarter will TeQUIre, 54T .evceecrvrenniereererrrsrsenroreereoneeraeree 1,332 77

e
v

Unexpended. e srrmmeernssrsssrsinnaars crrriesaesernenressssssaesaerearessesnes  $800 00
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Txpended of Surplus over

Received. Paid. Forelgn mounsy. Expeuditure.
Western District...... 81,104 87 ......... $909 10 ...ccuuee $135 72
Middle C 1,443 16 969 93 ..ieeenns 473 18
Eastern ¢ ..., 1,387 13, 512 46 ..eeene. 874 07

Lower Canada Dis.... 661 88 .. LIO6 03 ieviiins e aaeee. 5535 35
Nova Scotia, &e. ...... 1,126 51 846 00 ......... 280 51

General expenses... .. 145 50

The reviews of the condition of the missionary churches, prepared by the
Sceretaries and approved by the committees of the several distriets, were not
read to the meeting, but will appear in the printed report.

The Report being ordered to lie on the table for the present, the following
gentlemen, nominated by the retiring committee, were appointed to be the
General Committee and Officers of the Society for the ensuing year. Tor
convenience sake we add the list of the members of the District Committees,
completed at a subsequent meeting.

GenerAn. ComMITTEE.—Rev. J. Wood, Mr. W. Edgar, Mr. E. Yeigh,
Rev. J. G. Manly, Rev. J. Unsworth, Mr. J. Farquhar, Mr. P. Christie, Rev.
A. McGregor, Mr. G. Robertson, Rev. A. Duff, Hon. J. S. Sanborn. Mr. C.
Alexander, Rev. R. Wilson, Rev. T Hastings, Rev. F. H. Marling.  Gene-
ral Secretary-Treasurer, Rev. Dr. Wilkes, Montreal; Home-Secretary,
Rev. K. M. Fenwick, Kingston.

WesTERN DistricT CoMMITTEE.—Revs. J. Wood, W. Hay, W. H.
Allworth, W. F. Clarke and T. Pullar. Messrs. C. Whitlaw, W. Edgar, H.
Cox, S. Hodgskin and J. Wilkes.  Secretary, Rev. J. A. R. Dickson, London.

3ippre Districr CoMMiTTEE.—Revs. T. M. Reikie, J. G. Manly, B. W.
Day and F. H. Marling. Messrs. J. Fraser, J. Farquhar, Joseph Barber, D.
Higgins and J. Robinson. Secretary, Rev. J. Unsworth, Georgetown.

KasterN Districr CoMyiTree.—Revs. A. McGregor, K. M. Fenwick,
Messrs. W. Robertson, P. Christie, Dr. Coleman, G. Robertson, G. Chafiey
and G. 8. Fenwick. Secretary, Rev. J. Elliot, Ottawa.

Lower Caxapa Districr.—Rev. A. J. Parker, Messrs. A. Savage,J. Baylis,
J. P. Clark, C. Alexander, II. Hubbard, C. Brooksand J. MeNichol.  Secre-
tary, Rev. A. Duff, Sherbrooke.

Nova Scorra axp New Brounswick Districr.—Revs. G. Stirling, F.
Hastings and A Burpee. Messrs. H. P. Bridaes, A. Barker, J. Burpee, jun.,
J. Woodrow, N. K. Clements, F. Tupper, W. H. Freceman and ¥. Dennis.
Secretary, Rev. R. Wilson, Sheffield, N. B.

Dr. Wilkes communicated to the meeting the substance of a letter from
Rev. A. Hannay, Secretary of the Colonial Missionary Society, to the effect,
that although from various causes their appropriation to the British North
American Mission had not yet been made, he bad no doubt that as much
would be voted this year as last, if it were required.

e also stated that,’owing to the great dclay of many churches in forward-
ing their contributions, he had not been able to close the accounts on the st
April, but had been compelled to keep them open until last week, while even
yet some subscriptions were held back.

The meeting adjourned to the call of Dr. Wilkes.

Oa Monday, June 10, the Society met again at 3 p.a., Charles Alexander
Esq, of Montreal, presiding in the absence of Hou. J. S. Sanbora.
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The reading in full of the District Sceretaries’ reports being dispensed
with, the annual report as a whole was adopted and ordered to be printed
under the direction of the Greneral Secretaries.

It was ordered, that the accounts of the General Sceretary-Treasurer he
closed punctually on the 15th April.

The appointwments of officers and committees, as given above, were com-
pleted.

The questions of the disposal of the surplus of $300, of the opening of new
fields, and of the obtaining new missionaries from England were then discussed
in a somewhat desultory but most animated manner.

Some brethren advocated our foregoing so much of the grant of the
Colonial Society, that we might ther y take a step towards the long-desired
independence. Others contended that as the surplus arose from not having
men to fill the vacant fields, we should rather devote it to procuring such,
course in which doubtless the Colonial Society would thoroughly support us.
A number of speakers pointed oub promising openings in various parts of the
country for missionary labour. DBut as to getiing men from Britain, it was
held that the greatest cantion must be exercised, as the vacancies were chiefly
in places requiring much labour and offering little pecuniary temptation,
while yet needing men of some native force. The following resolution was
at length carried on a division.

Moved by Rev. W. F. Clarke, seconded by Mr. J. Woodyatt,

That the General Missionary Committeo be requested to make judicious appro-
priation of the surplus missionary funds before the close of the present sitting.

The Society then adjourned to meet in Hamilton on the Thursday after
the first Sabbath in Jure, 1868, at 3 p..

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CORPORATION OF THE CONGRE-
GATIONAL COLLEGE OF BRITISH NORTH AMERICA.

The Subscribers to the College met, pursuant to notice, in the Congre-
gational Church, Kingston, on Saturday, June Sth, 1867,at 11 A. M. John
Turner, Esq., of Toronto, was appointed chairman, and Rev. A. McGregor
Minute-Secretary.

After prayer by Rev. D. Macallum, Rev. Professor Cornish, M.A., presented
the Anunual Report.

The session of 1866-7 had been opened and closed at the appointed tiwes.
The number of students, however, had been small, Messrs. Lyman, Peacock,
and Hindley being the only regular students. One bad been received on
probation, but though the term of such probation had been extended, he had
beem advised to retire. The conduct of the students had been satisfactory,
and the Professors reported favourably of their progress. In accordance with
the instructions of the last Awnnual Meeting, Dr. Lillie had been invited to
discharge his former duties for the session, the board promising to provide
8400, (in addition to the retiring allowauce,) to be augmented to $600
if the Colonial Missionary Society gave aid in so doing. That aid has
been cordially granted to the extent of £50 sterling. Dr. Lillie had accepted
the invitation, and the Board recommended that it be rencwed for the coming
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session.  The Treasurer's statement showed that there had been a serious
diminution in the contributions of the churches.

The financial statement was as follows :— Receipts, — From Col.
M. 8., $687.71; frowm churches, $587.96 ; from Building Fund investment,
8145.57 ; makiog with balance of 113.36 from last year, $1584 60. Dis-
burscments,—the Principal 81200 ; students’ board, $279 ; college fees, $20 ;
rent, fuel, lighting and insurance, $17-1.38 ; travelling expenses, printing,
&e., $101.02, total, $1,774.40. Deficiency, $239.80.

A wotion for the adoption of the report and appointment of officers was moved
by Professor Cornish, and scconded by Rev. R. Wilson, of New DBrunswick.
The latter in so doing referred to the small supply of students and to the
diminished contributions from the churches, stating that he thought the
reasons for the latter ought to be frankly stated. This led to an extended
discussion of the whole question of the College, including its removal to
Montreal, the deficicney of students, the course of study, and the decrease
of funds.

Rev. F. Hastings said the question would be raised, was it worth while to keep
up a college, at such & cost, for such a small numbery of students. Rev. C. P.
Warsoxn and P. W. Woov, Esq. deprecated any estimating of the value of the
College by the cost per head of the ministers trained there. 'Those it had sent
forth were worth all that had been expended upon them. Fill up the classes, and
every money argument would fall to the ground. Seed-wheat always cost more
than commou grain, Rev. W. 1. CLarke, as Guelph had been somewhat promi-
nent in this matter, answered Mr. Wilson’s appeal, reiterating the objcctions
formerly raised against the removal of the College, and the mode in which it was
effected. This had stopped contributions. Morcover, Dr. Lillic had not visited
the churches. Many, too, felt strongly the removal of alumni of the College from
the field. Others again thought that a city like Montreal was not the best place
in which to train men for rough work in the country. We needed ministers of
both kinds, polished and unhewn. In early days, less was done for the students.
There was a manual labour department; the speaker had walked twenty-six
miles to save fifty cents to buy a book ; and was thus trained to be his own mis-
sionary society, Ile quite agreed with Prof. Cornish, that we ought to require
of candidates a good English cducation, at the lowest. The College could not be
dispensed with, but we wanted more lay-preachers. Rev. J. A. R. Dicksox
argued that we must have the College, cost what is would. IIe thought pastors
and churches had not done their duty in praying for and bringing out young
men,  As to Montreal, the young men in the church there were engaged in mis-
sion work all over the city. Dr. WiLkes was deeply grieved that any brother or
church had any feeling about the removal. Neither he nor his people had lifted
a finger to have the College among them. It was done by western men. For
himself, he knew no east or west. We were to be one people now, and it would
angur ill for the future of the new nationality, if this sectionalism were fostered.
The question is, are we to have a College at all? Surely, that was settled long
ago. As to Montreal, there had been hardly any students sent out since the
removal, so that if any city was blameable for their being above missionary
werk, it was Toronto! e quite concurred in the desirableness of a side-course
for men of only English education. 1le gave instances of his having encouraged
lay-preachers to go forward into theministry. The College ought to be supported.
Rev. F. H. Maruixe also felt grieved and disappointed, that, after all the
explanations given, the removal-question should be brought up again. The Col-
lege did not belong to Canada West, but to the subscribers, wherever residiog,
and they could place it where they chose. This bad been the case since 1846.
At this time of confederation, it was peculiarly vnfortunate that these sectional
1deas should prevail. As it seemed to be thought by some that the College wus
now very difficult to enter, he would explain the alterations in the course of study,
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which, while raising some of its requirements, at the 'same time made it more
suitable to every class of candidates. Formerly, the literary and theological
branches had been carried on simultaneously, the course extending over first three,
then four, and finally five years. So that, if a graduate, or one desiring only a
theological course, presented himself, he would either need to spend five yearsin
the classes, or a special course would need to be established for his benefit alone.
But now, the course being separated, each could be pursued at greater advantage,
that thorough education which was desirable could be given to those able to
receive it, & graduate could be admitted at once as a theological student, and, at
the same time, o student with only an English education could be received into
the theological department, if the Board considered that his age or mental habits
rendered it undesirable for him to commence a classical course. Even if three
years were too long, he had no doubt the professors would do their utmost, in a
specinl case, to make the most even of a shorter course. But the question of lay-
preachers had nothing to do with this, nor that of introducing proved laymen
directly into the ministry. As to the diminution of students, that had begun
long before the removal ; he had not beard of one kept back by that eause! The
true reason was the state of the churches, and the discouraged spirit of their
ministers, arising from defective support and other causes. But things were
improving now. Let the College be sustained. Students would come forward.
Two were now before the Joard, even thus early. 1ie hoped that all the churches
throughous the new Dominion, would rally round their school of the prophets.

The motion was carried unanimously, and the meeting adjourned to 2 80
P. M.

At 2 30 p. M., the subseribers met according to adjournment. It was
moved by Rev. W. H. Allworth, seconded by W. Edgar Esq,, and

Resolved,—That this meeting desires with all respect again to call the attention
of the Pastors and churches in Canada to the important matter of the inandequate
number of candidates for the ministry, and also to urge them to adopt all proper
means, under the guidance of God, in order that a remedy may be found for this
deficiency.

It was moved by Rev. Dr. Wilkes, seconded by Rev. A. Duff, and—

Resolved,—That this meeting begs to tender to the Colonial Missienury Society
its thanks for the aid which during the past year has been rendered by that
Society in the work and support of the College. Italso desires to express heart-
felt sympathy with the Society in the heavy loss it has sustained by the recem
death of the Rev. J. L. Poorg, its late Secretary.

It was moved by Rev. W. Hay, seconded by Rev. J. McKillican, and

Resolved,—That the churches be requested to observe the second Sunday in
October as a day of prayer and contribution for the College. Further, it is the
opinion of this meeting that it is expedient that a deputation on behalf of the
College visit the churches, in order to sustain their interest in it and to receive
thei.- contributions for its support.

The latter clause was added by the meeting, a very general desire being
expressed for a visit from Dr. Lillie to the churches.

The officers of the College for 1867-S, are,— Ckairman, Rev. H. Wilkes
D. D.; Treasurer, Mr. James P. Clark; Secretary, Rev. George Cornish,
M. A.; Directors, Revs. A. Lillie, D. D., F. H. Marling, XK. M. Fenwick,
A. Duff, J. Elliot, and A. Macdonald, Hon. J. S. Sanborn, Messrs. C.
Alexander, W. Learmont, J. Leeming, I. Lyman, E. Wright, James Boyd and
Alfred Savage ; Auditors, Messts. P. W. Wood and James Baylis.
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ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATIONAL MINISTERS’
WIDOWS AND ORPHANS ¥UND SOCIETY.

The members of this Society met, as called by the notice from the Secre-
tary on the eover of the June magazine, av2 p.y. on Tharsday, June 6, 1867,
in the Congregational church, Kingston, C. W. There were preseut, Life
Member—DMr. P. W. Wood ; Delegates from churches, Hon. J. S. Sanborn
of Sherbrooke, Mr. J. Woodyatt of Brantford, Mr. W. IL. Claris of Southwold,
and B. II. Arms of Juelph; Beneficiary Members—Revs. A. Duff, J. Climie,
:]T‘. }I Reikie, I'. H. Marling, W. H. Allworth, 1. J. Sherrill, J. Wheeler and

. Wood.

Rev. A. Duff was called to the chair, and Mr. P. W. Wood appointed
Minute Seeretary.  Prayer was offered by Rev. W. H. Allworth. The
minutes of the last aunual meeting (thea confirmed) were again read.

The report of the Directors, with which was incorporated the Treasurer’s
account, was then read, together with a speeial report from the Treasurer,
showing the number of the collections made and the aggregate amount con-
tributed by each church sinee the formation of the fund. The report is as
follows:—

Your Directors beg to present their Tenth Annual Report.

First, one additional annuitant, in the person of Mrs..Buchem, widow of the
late Rev. G. Bucker, of Granby, C. E. She bas received 2lso, for her son, eight
months’ proportion of the sum allowed fur an eldest child, viz., $40 per annum ;
but as he entered his seventeenth year in May of this year, he will be na longer
on the funds of the Society.

We have, however. now two annuitants on our fand, whose claims sw ant to
2180 per annum, and this will necessitite a larger income if it is to be keptin a
strong position. Through the great guodness of our Heavenly Father. the gaps
in our ranks have been very few, considering the length of our exisvnceas a
Society ; and while thankful to God for sparing mercy, still we must expect
claims to inerease more rapidly than they have done. And here we must again
press the claims of the Fund on the churches, although our oft-repeated represen-
tations on this point have not been of much avail. We have strong hopes that,
were the claims of the Fund fully and honestly considered by the individual
members of the churches, there would be a marked increase in the contributions.

The salaries paid to most of our country pastors are barely enough to sustain
them and their families in the necessaries of life, and they cannot therefore
withdraw a large amount of this to insure their lives in a regular life insurance
compary. This being the case, and our Fund baving now been fairly established,
surely it is the least the churches can do to encourage and strengthen it by liberal
contributions, remembering their duty to God in the matter. Men with the same
talents and education could, in business or the professions, easily attain a compe-
teney ; but when they prefer, from love to the Master, and for the souls of men,
to devote those talents and that education wholly to the work of the holy ministry,
surely, lay brethren of the churches, we ought to shew our appreciation of their
self-denial by endeavouring to help them in the future care of their families.

From the Treasurer’s report, it will be seen that out of ninety Congregational
churches in the Dominion of Canada, eleven have made collections for this Fund
amounting to $171 98.

The income of the Society from all sources during the year, has been as follows :

Subscriptions of Beneficiary members . ...ccoceeeeeennnes esrerenncsinienienien $230 00
Collections by the churehes ...cccove voveererrveerernne creverereene 17108
Interest and dividend on Building Societies st0cK.....erverererracrrerenerecsss 455 09

TOLal INCOMIEC vrvrvvernrrrrieseeraresnerenirraesnntveseranse varraressasessensese 9807 07
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Brought forward—7Total income .......... T 8875 07
EXPENDITURE.
Amount paid Mrs. McGregor......... et TN +...590 00
. ¢ Mrs. Buchor and Son.... .. 86 66
o ¢ postage and stationery veceeeniieiiiiene e, 4 61

181 27

Net increase for the JEar cvvevvecs vrvsereevriienniienicnnrvveieeene. $676 80
The investments are as follows : R

Montreal Permanent Building Society’s stock (cost, 34,147 01)....... . 84,350 00
Provinocial ¢ “ € ¢ [cost, 31,554)... 1,730 66
Amount loaned on Bailleur du fond....cocuveveiiniiinnes Crreesesasereetareasas . 622 50
Loan at 7 per cent. vovveeerineniiiinnnane et itat et eae bt e hebas e erserasane 600 00
Cash balance.......ccosvieninnss Cebeieesesraissisarssassiie ssssnssaianssionssbinn 285 96

Total teveveveviirnranruennns Hrtetersesaeenntianssnsanisaererents sotassesrenes . 37,589 12

During the year, four meetings of the Board have been held, the numbers present
being respectively 5, 6, 8 and 6. The Dircctors regret to record the retirement
from the Board of Mr. W. R. Ilibbard, to whoso active and efficient assistance
the Society owes much. Mr. Hibbard’s place was filled by electing Mr. R. C.
Jamieson to a seat at the Board.

During the year, the Rev. G. A. Rawson has disqualified himself by removal
te the United States. . : .

The membership of the Society is now as follows :

Beneficiary Members.—Revs. W. I, Allworth, R. K. Black, Wm. Clarke, W. F-
Clarke, J. Climie, A, Duff, J. Durrant, B. W. Day, J. Elliot, J. Howell, J. R. Kean,
A. Lillie, R. Lewis, F. 1. Marling, D. Macallum, A. McGregor, J. McKillican,
A. J. Parker, T. M. Reikie, E. J. Sherrill, J. G. Sanderson, J. Unsworth, J.
Wheeler, J. Wood, II. Wilkes, C. P. Watson—20.

Life Members.—C. Alexander, J. P. Clark, R. Iolland, W. R. Iibbar], Mrs.
Hibbard, B. Hutchins, J. Jackson, T'. Lyman, II. Lyman, Mrs. II. Lyman, D. Lewis,
Mrs. D. Lewis, J. Leeming, Wm. Moodie, W. McDonough, W. Nivin, A. Savage,
F. Scholes, T. M. Taylor, P. W. Wood—20.

Churches by one Delegate—Guelph, Toronto, Bond St., Melbourne, Waterville,
Vankleek IIill, Markbam, Montreal, Sherbrooke, Brockville, Stouffville, St.
Jobns (Newfoundland), Brantford—12.

Respectfully submitted. Cnuas. R. Brack, Sec.

On motion of Revs. Messrs. Allworth and Reikie, the reports were adopted,
and the Society adjourned to mect at 2 r.». on Friday.

*On meeting at the appointed hour, the following additional members were
reported : Revs. Messrs. Macallum, Clarke, Watson, Unsworth, Lewis, Day,
Parker, McKillican, Wilkes, and Mr. C. Alesander, Life Mcmber. Revs.
J. G. Manly and R. Hay were received as Beneficiary Members. Tt was
resolved to print the reports of the Dircctors and Treasurer in the Canapiax
InpepexpeNT, and also with those of the Union, Missionary Society, and
College. The Society adjourned to meet at 5 30 par.

At that hour, the Society having again met, it was resolved to ask the
churches to collect for the I'und on the first Sabbath in September, and sug-
oestions were made in respect to issuing a circular to pastors and deacons.
Rev. Dr. Lillie abd Hon. J. S. Sanborn were requested to advocate the claims
of the Fund before the Congregational Union then sitting.

Mr. P. W. Wood, on behalf of the Dircctors, made a statement on the
question of a Superannuated Ministers’ Fund, expressing the opinion, as the
result of some correspondence with secretaries of Socicties in England and
Scotland, that there is no possibility of obtaining statistical information to
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guide us in relation to such a fund ; and further, that the dircctors did not
feel that the Widows” Fund was yet strong enough to assume the responsibility
of such an addition to its operations. But should the time arrive for such
an enlargement of plaus of uscfulness, they deem that it should be limited to
a permissive arrangement, by which the Society would be empowered to vote
a sum or sums in view of the special claims of cach case.

The following gentlemen were appointed the Directors of the Fund for
the ensuing year : Messrs. A. Savage, C. Alexander, W. Learmont, W. Not-
man, J. Baylis, . W. Wood, J. Popham, R. C. Jamieson, J. C. Barton acd
C. R. Black.

The Society adjourned to the call of the Sceretary, who convened the mem-
bers again at 12 30 r.a. on Monday, June 10. Rev. Simcon Sykes, of
Pleasant River, N. S., was duly received as a Beneficiary Member. It was
resolved to ask the Union to recommend a collection in each church on the
first Sabbath in September.

The minutes of the several meetings were read and confirmed, and the
Society adjourned to meet next year at the same time and place as the Cun-
gregational Union of Canada.

LIST OF CHURCHES

Contributing to Widows' and Orphans’ Fund : shewing last date of Contribution,
and the nuwmber of Contributions, since the formation of the Fund.

Date. | No. Church. Total Sum. Date. | No. Church. Total Sum.
1866 | & |Albion ceueusveceanens 229 60 Brought forward| 422 52
1861 5 |Barton & Glanford 28 00 1866 6 [Markham ...ceoeee . 27 03
1860 2 {Belleville... ot oot 11 00 1862 1 }Meaford .. 2 00
1863 3 |Bowmanville . 23 15 1866 1 2 [Melbourne .. 10 00
1867 4 {Brantford ........... 49 61 1867 7 |Montreal............] 491 3
1866 3 |Brockville.. .. 29 50 « 81380
1866 2 |Brome ....... 3 35 1861 1 {Newmarket........ 10 00
1858 | 1 |Caledon..... «ieveees 5 00 1865 | 1 |0ttawa....ceeesennaee 5 55
1865 1 |Canning, N.S....... 5 00 1860 1 [Owen Sound ....... 4 15
1865 | 1 |Chebogue ‘¢ ....... 8 00 1867 | 1 {Paris ..ccicvennnnn 3 00
1861 | 2 [Cobourg .iceevseeens 14 50 1861 { 2 |Pine Grove.. 8 30
1862 | 1 {Coldsprings........ 5 00 1866 { 1 |Richmond ... 2 00
1861 4 |Cowansville........ 22 59 1860 1 18arnia ceveeeecenees 3 00
1865 | 4 [Danville ...ccveeee. 27 40 1867 1 6 Sherbrooke & 78 3
1862 | 3 |Gramby.. .. ceveeeees| 28 50 { Lennoxville e @
1866 | 1 |{Georgetown......... 5 60 1866 | 4 iSouthwold ......... i3 65
1866 | 7 {Guelph........ 71 08 1866 | 5 [Stouffville .......... 22 85
1839 | 1 {Hawkesbury........ 313 1864 } 2 |Toronto, Zion...... 53 75
1864 | 2 {Hamilton...cco.eees 24 10 1866 | 9 s Bond-st..[ 153 51
1860 | 1 |Inverness.. . 4 45 1865 | 6 |Warwick ....oecueeee 23 72
1865 | 2 {Lanark ... . 6 25 1867 | 2 |Waterville .... cuu.. 325
1861 | 2 {Listowel...... . 4 00 1859 | 8 |Whithy .....ccvueren 18 00
1864 | 4 Liverpool ..o 10 50 1867 | 3 jVankleek Ifill ..... 25 20
1861 1 [London . .....ceeever 7 00 ! 1860 1 |St. Androw’s ...... 1 43
1862 | 1 |Manningville ...... 121 1867 | 1 |St. Jobu's, N.F.... 2 00
Carried forward| 422 52 Total ...[$1305 24

Thus, in all, 47 churches have coatributed onco or oftener. Reckoning by years,
the number contributing, and the amounts, are as follows:

In 1858, four contributed $25 48; 1859, eight $170 85; 1860, twenty-six $156 04
1861, sixteen $156 76; 1862, fifteen $191 00; 1863, thirtecen $174 12; 1864, thirteen
$175 50; 1863, fourtecn 8141 41; 1866, twenty-seven $168 98. Prior to 1858, $35 10.
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SHALL PROFESSOR CORNISH'S ESSAY BE PUBLISHED?

In reporting the recent proceedings of the Union, it has been our duty to
narrate the procecdings upou the reading of Rev. G. Cornish’s paper on
* Sabbath devotional services,” and the decisive voie against requesting its
publication in the INDEPENDENT. This, however, still left the question open,
shall the lssay be published there on the Editor’s own responsibility 7 We
have now to announce the conclusion to which we have come, and the process
by which it has been reached.

Some one dropped the remark, during the discussion, ¢ the magazine is
the organ of the Union.” It was promptly eorrected at the time, and it may
be well to repeat the correction now. The periodical is under the control of
a complany, of twelve persons, Charles Whitlow Esq., of Paris, being Presi-
dent, Mr. A. Christie, Sceretary-Treasurer, the other members being Rev’ds.
Dr. Wilkes, W. F. Clarke, X. M. Fenwick, Dr. Wickson, J. Wood and F. H:
Marling, Messrs. G. Hague, S. Hodgskin, P. W. Wood and J. Turner. (Ser
magazine for July, 1866.] They do not carry it on, however, as a commer-
cial undertaking, but as a voluntary trust, “in the interest of the Congrega-
tional churches’”” There is therefore a cordial and confidential intimacy
between the Union and the Magazine, the latter promoting the interests of
the former in every way possible, and the Union, on the other hand, giving
its moral sanction to the magazine as a whole, and furthering its circulation
among the churches. The position is therefore one of entire independence,
on both sides, yet of perfect friendliness and courtesy. The Union is in no
way responsible for the contents of these pages, other than its own acts here
recorded ; and neither the Proprieters nor Editor are bound to insert or omis
anything at the bidding of the Union. It appears to us, that this is the true
position for us to occupy. The idea of a Congregational «“ organ ”” is contrary
to the very genius of our system.

At the same time we recognize most fully the comity which the friendly
connection of the Magazine with the Union involves, and trust that we shall
ever observe its most delicate requirements.

In deciding the question, whether the Essay should be published, after
such a vote of the Union, we have had, on the one hand, against such a course
such argumnents as these.

1. There is no doubt the views expressed as to forms of prayer, are repug-
nant to the feelings of an overwhelming majority of the body.

2. Their publication will nevertheless be construed by some into a sanction
of something of the kind by the body for whowm the Hssay was prepared.

3. This will engender distrust among our own friends, and give occasion to
those who desire to speak agaiost us.

4. The case is not that of the Union simply having abstained from request-
ing its publication, but having decisively refused so to do.

5. In such circumstances, while the INDEPENDENT is perfectly independeunt,
does not courtesy require the omission of the Essay?

6. Will not the publication of the paper therefore injure the cireulation
and usefulness of the magazive itself?

On the other hand, these considerations have suggested themsclves :

1. The paper itself was acknowledged by its strongest oppouents to be 2
very interesting and able one, written in a devout and deferential spiris.
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2. The part most seriously objected to, was but & part—only one-tenth.
Should the other nine-tenths be suppressed for its sake ?

3. Such explanations can be given as will satisfy all reasonable men that
the parts objected to are the individual opinions of the writer, not those of
the Congregational Union of Canada. And as for unreasonable men, what
can be said or done that they will not misrepresent ?

4. Tt is vain to attempt to conceal the fact that certain views were advo-
cated in the paper in question. The press has spread it far and wide. All
manner of exaggerations are sure to go abroad—charges of ¢ ritualism’ and
what not , the best answer to which is, the guarded and modest statement of
the case in the writer’s own words.

5. Mr. Cornish desires the publication of the paper, as a vindication of
himself against all mistakes as to his real meaning. Tn the position he occu-
pies in the body, is not this his due ?

6. We know many members of the Union who, while by no means sympa-
thising with liturgical preferences, are strongly of opinion that, in the inte-
rests of justice and free speech, the paper should be published.

7. If the views held by the writer are erroncous, the magazine will be
cqually open to their correction.

8. The subject is onc of universal interest in all churches at the present
time, one of the leading religious topics of the day, which must be discussed
on both sides. Our English and American contemporaries are perpetually
referring to it. .

9. Free thought, free spcech, and free discussion, are things of which
Congregationalists especially boast thewselves. It is thus that truth is
brought out. They own no central authority. IL.et the stronger reason
prevail. .

10. As to the circulation of the magazine, we have too much confidence
in the true liberality of the great body of our brethren, te fear that this will
be seriously affected by the appearance of one paper of this kind.

Upon a deliberate consideration of the matter, therefore, we have come to
the conclusion that the right course is to let the Essay appear in the maga-
zine. Perhaps so claborate an explanation as the above was hardly called
for, but the circumstances are peculiar, and we have deemed it duc to the
valued brethren who may disapprove of our decision, and to all the proprie-
ties of the oceasion, to state the case as it lies in our own mind.

Our space, however, forbids the insertion of the paper in question uutil
our August number. To this course we have the writer's full consent ; and,
on other accounts, it is probably much better that it should appear separatcly
from the account of the Union’s proceedings.

Ortionox Drirrives.—The N. Y- Inquirer, Unitarian, contains a note of alarm
occasivned by the orthodox tendencies ubservable in the Unitarian Anniversaries.
“No brave words were as usual spoken for new scholarship, learning, and
criticisme.  No enthusiasm burst out for new books and new thinkers in the ra-
tional direction ; no hope that we might make further advances in fruths were
uttered. A great deal was said about ¢ preaching the gospel,’ ‘saving souls,’
‘publishing knowledge of the Redeemer,” and ‘bringing people to the fees of
Jesus;’ very little about the soul’s capacity for spiritual progress, the worth of
culture and spiritual liberty, the emancipating mission of reason, the triumph of
sclence over superstition, the advance of knowledge into the domain of error.”
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CHILDISIH WISDOM.

"I'was the hour of prayer, and the farmer stood,

‘With a thankful heart and a lowly mind,
And prayed to the Author of every good,

That the Father of all would be very kind,
And bless his creatures with raiment and food;

That the blessing each day might be renewed ;
That every want might find relief,

And plenty for hunger, joy for grief,
Be measured out by the merciful One,

To all who suffered beneath the san.

The prayer concluded, the godly man
Went forth in peace to inspect his farm;
And by his side, delighted, ran,
Glowing with every healthful charm,
A little son, & sprightly boy,
Whose home was love and’ whose life was ioy;
And they rambled over the golden ficlds,
And the father said, “The harvest yiclds
A plentiful crop, my son, this year;
My barns are too small for the grain, T fear.”

And they wandered on through row upon row
Of plumy sheaves, and at length the chiid,
TVith carnest look and a rosy glow
On his shining cheek, looked up and smiled,
And said, My father, do you not pray
For the poor and needy day by day,
That God, the good, would the hungry feed ?”
“¥ do, my son.” *Well, T think as you plead -~
Ilis eye waxed bright, for bis soul shone through it—
“That God, if He had your wheat, would do it.”

INSTALLATION OF TEACHERS.

Last November a resolution was adopted by Wesley Chapel Sunday school,
‘Washington City, that no new teachers should thenceforth be appointed to classes,
till a probationship of two months had been passed, under the special scrutiny
of the pastor and superintendent, and tiil such teacher had proved himself or
herself punctual, earnest, prayerful, studious, and faithful to their scholars, and
to the Chureh of God.  There were ten vacant classes, and ten persons presented
themselves as candidates. After the lapse of two months the superintendent
reported that of the ten probationers, four gentlemen and two ladies bad served
the allotted term, and four having failed, withdrew their names from the trial
list. Sunday, January 20th, in pursuance of plan previously agreed on, the
novel ceremony of initiating the six successful eandidates was conducted by
Rev. J. H. Vincent. The following Seripture lessons were read:

1. By the pastor, Romans, xii. 1-8.

2. By the superintendent, 1 Corinthians xii. 17-8%.

¢. By the leader, Ephesiaus iv. 1-16.
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The candidates then arose, and standing in the presence of the school and
congregation, made reply to the folloawing questions, preliminary to taking the
vow of dedication.

1. Do you believe that the oflice of Sunday school teacher is one of great
solemnity, requiring the Divine blessing in order to the successful performance
of its duties?

2. Do you believe the doctrines of the Holy Scriptures as set forth in the
Apostles’ Creed, and in the Articles of Faith of the Methodist Episcopal Church?

3. Will you endeavour to teach these to your scholars, for their spiritual
edification ?

4. Do you give yourself to this sacred work with the desire and purpose to
do all you can for God’s glory and the good of others ?

Before administering the vow, Mr. Vincent read it aloud to the school, and
invited such of the older teachers as were willing to assume its obligations, to
come forward and join with the teachers elect in assuming it. One by one
every regular teacher came to the altar, and uniting with the new teachers, and
superintendents, made the following solemn promise—repeating it aloud in
concert:

I promise to devote myself with all dilligence to the Sunday school work. I
will endeavour carefully to study the Word of God that I may teach its precious
truths to my scholars. I will endeavour to be regular and punctual in attend-
ance upon all sessions of the school, and all meetings of teachers, and in every
possible way seeck the intellectual and spiritual welfare of my scholars.”

The installation was concluded by singing,

“ Iigh heaven, that hears this solemn vow
This vow renewed shall daily hear,

Till in life’s latest hour I bow,
And bless in death a bond so dear.”

THE FIRST COMMANDMENT.

“Now for our twilight lalk, little ones,” said mamma, as she seated herself
on the tete-a-tete, and pup one arm about Lucy.

Willie drew a foot-stool as near as possible, and took his seat on that, saying,
“Isn’t this cozy ?”

“What was the verse I gave last Sabbath?” asked mamma.

‘¢ Thou shalt have no other gods before me,”” replied Lucy, “and, mamma,
that is just the easiest verse to keep you ever gave us.”

“I think so, too,” said Willie. ¢ Of course, we have no other God bLut
the God the Bible tellsabout. We do not worship images.”

‘“Gods are not always images, my son. Whatever we place first in our
thoughts and affections is our god. Those who make getting rich the chief
ohject of their lives, make wealth their god. Those who make pleasure the
thing of first importance, worship pleasure.”

“ 1 don'’t care about being rich, and I can have a nice time by being a good
girl,” faid Lucy, her round little face all smiles as she uttered this self-satisfied
remark.

“Tl tell you a short story. A little girl, one Sabbath morning, just as
soon as she awoke, asked :—* Mamma, am I going to wear my prelty new
dress to-day ?” Then after she had put her new dress on, she paid little
attention to any thing else besideit. I am afraid she thought of it most of
the time during family woiship.”
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“ Mamma,” intercupted Lucy, “I think you mean me.”

“VWhen she was in church, while the minister was praying, she drew off
her gloves and felt her dress, and arranged its folds. Wasn’t that little girl
thinking of her dress when she should have been worshipping God 7’

«I did not think about its being so naughty,” said Lucy, tearfully.

«“ Well,” said Willie, ¢ I am a great deal worse than Lucy. You remember
that T told you that Miss Turner had oftered a prize to the best speller in the
class. 1 datermined to surprise you by getting it. Lvery night last week I
hurried through my prayers to get time to study without letting you lknow,
and, mamma, I tried to spell all the hard words the minister said this morning.
1 see now that I wanted to get the prize so much that I placed it before God.
Now that I understand it, I think that command is very hard to obey.”  ~

# It needs constant watchfulness on your part, Willie, aund help from your
Heaveniy Father. Your verse for next week will be, ¢ Watch and pray, that
ye enter nol into temptation.”

Gorrespondenee,

YOUNG MEN’S CONVENTION.

MoONTREAT, June 22, 1867.

My pEar “ INDEPENDENT.”’—I would fain give all your readers a vivid
tmpression of the inspiring occasion that has brought me here, but how to
do it T wot not.

There are in this city between 600 and 700 delegates from Young Men’s
Christian Associations in the United States and British Provinces, repre-
senting about 150 different organisations, from Prinece Edward’s Island and
Halifax to California, from South Carolind to Mionesota. They are enter-
tained with that munificent hospitality for which Montreal is so famous. In
addition to hearty receptions at the homes of the citizens, a splendid concert
was provided on Thursday evening, a pic-nic on the mountain is to be held
on Monday, and excursions in all directions have been arranged for when the
sittings are over. The meetings are held in Zion Church, except a
«“ Welcome Meeting” in the American Presbyterian, and a ¢ Farewell
Meeting ™ in the Central Wesleyan. The president, re-elected by acclama-
tion, is I. Thane Miller, Isq., of Cincinnati, who wonderfully combines the
tact, promptitude and decision of an experienced parliamentarian, with the
outspoken fervour of a “live,” working Christian. He puts things through
in beautiful style, keeping everyone in good humour, and never letting the
spirit or tone of the meeting flag for a moment. The object of the meeting
is akin to that of a Sabbath School Convention, namely, to bring together
those who are engaged in a common work, to ascertain the strength of the
entire force, to recount the methods and results of their operations, to
instruct and encourage the weak and inexperienced, to promote the establi~h-
ment of new associations, and to lay the wants of the whole body before Gud
in prayer. The prayer-meetings have been delightful—so large, so earnest,
so spiritual, so vivacious. No waiting for onc another—the difficulty has
rather been to get in a word. Iven the singing has been spontanevus. The
leadership has been almost a sinecure.  The reports from all quarters show
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that the associations fill a wide gap in the Christian work of the age. Not
only have they been richly blessed in their own special department, viz., young
men, but in various other evangelistic undertakings in which Christians of all
names can unite. But I canuot attempt to give to ¢ our readers” a full
report of what is thus brought before us from day to day. Three subjects of
general interest arc introduced by essays—Bible Classes, Literary Classes,
Associations and the Church. The subject of connccting provision for
amusements in connection with ¢he reading rooms, is one that excites a very
warm and universal interest. Some associations have rooms for various
games, but the great majority of the delegates present seem to oppose this,
especially where it embraces the billiard table (which bas pot been actually
introduced, though advocated, at Troy, N. ¥.). To morrow (Sabbath) the
delegates will have the opportunity of witnessing the Féte Diew procession.
The numbers now present are more than double those attending the Albany
Convention of 1866. The next meeting will be held in Detroit, in June,
1868, and will probably be larger still. Ivery one speaks of the meetings as
stirring him to work for Christ as he never worked before. If they did
nothing more, would not this be enough? It is a grand thing to look upon
these hundreds of Christian young men, representing thousands more. The
Lord multiply them more and more!

F. H. M.

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Communications for the Awgust magazine should be addressed to Rev.
J. G. Manly, Toronto. The 20th of the month is the last day for receiving
contributions.

Aaterary Potrees,

The dnte-Nicene Christian Library, Translations of the writings of the
Fathers down to A.D. 825, edited by the Rev. Alesander Roberts, D.D. and
Jumes Donaldson, LLD., (T. & 1. Clark, Edioburgh,) commands high
cucomiuws from the most opposite quarters for the faithfuiness with which the
translators’ work is done. When the series is complete it will contain every-
thing that has been preserved of the Christian authorship of the first three
centurics, except the voluminous writings of Origen ; and thesc will be added
if suflicient subscribers are obtained.

It is now generally known that the Queen is not only an earnest rcader of
the sermons and other literary remains of the late Rev. F. W. Robertson,
but that she has for some time past taken a deep interest in everything
relating to him and his family. It will, therefore, be gratifying to the fricuds
and admirers of the reverend gentleman to learn, that her Majesty has been
graciously pleased to aceept his portrait, and in accordance with her own
expressed wish, at the hand of Mr. Robertson’s son. The presentation,
which was strictly private, took place on Saturday last, at Windsor Castle.
The portrait presented was, we learn, a laxge coloured one, the only one of
that character in the possession of the family.—Brighton Herald.
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ConarecATIONAL UN10N OF ENGLAND AND WALES.—The annual meet-
ing was held in the Weizh-house Chapel, June 7th and 10th. Rev. James
R.. Campbell, D.D., of Bradford, (editor of Wardlaw’s Thelugy,) in the
chair, His address was of a more reusonable length than his predecessors,
written in a condensed style, and very pertinent to the present time. Altoge-
ther, it was well worthy of a place in a series of very able dissertations. Dr.
Campbell first dwelt with some fulness vn the conflicts of the times in refer-
ence to all religious truths, speaking a healthy and hopeful word in favour of
free thought, showing how christianity had vindicated itself, and condemning
the levity of tone so characteristic of the prevailing scepticism. He next
showed how christianity mingled with and elevated common life, and resolved
many of the current social problems, ‘while, in refercuce to church and state, he
contended that the organic alliance of these bodies hindered rather than pro-
moted the working of the good leaven, and bailed the rapid progress of the
cause of their separation everywhere. Touching next on the subject of na-
tional education, the address, in guarded but not indistinet terms revealed the
growing disposition of our brethren in England in favour of a united system.
* The condition of England,” said the speaker, ¢ in respect of common educa-
tion, considering the resources, the intelligence, and the traditions which belong
to us, is one of the greatest blots that ever rested on the good name of a great
nation. God forbid that it should be said with truth, or continue to be said
if it is now true, that the Christian sects, established and nonconforming, stand
in the way of their greatest reformation—the education of the people of Eng-
land. * % * There are welcome signs that this question of national edu-
cation is ripening for reconsideration and practical settlement. May I express
the hope and prayer that we, for our part, avoiding, as far as may be, all
abstract theorics, into which every party in the State has shown a proueuness
to fall, shall labour after the best expedient which the circumstances of our
nation will admit.” The chairman then adverted to the relations of the Con-
gregational to other churches, asserting emphatically the higher claims of
brotherhood in Christ over those of sectarian attachment, and indicating how
the churches stood in respect to the Establishment, the Roman Catholies,
Unitarians, Methodists, Baptists, and Presbyterians.  He concluded by a few,
but weighty words on our own system, which are worthy of being vepeated,
on this side of the Atlantic.

The inconveniences and irregularities attaching to our administration are of
greater value to others as the material of ecclesiastical gossip than they are an
annoyance and evil to ourselves. They are quite exceptional and outward.

So far as I can see, we need no addition to the simple, beautiful congregational
“way” of our fathers. Those whe are most ready to say on the first difficulty or
trouble, ‘There is something wanting in our system,” aro for the most part
those who have not been very constant or loyal in working the methods we
possess. The great ““something wanting” js the earnest purpose to put inta
fair working the rights and duties of brotherhood among the churches. Even if
communion betwixt our several churches were only an expedient and a pnlicy,
common sense would urge us to maintain general order as well as vindicate
individual freedom. The communion of churches, although not as mach a matter
of prescription as the order and government of each, is ag truly a law of our
religivus life. 1t is under the regulation of the same principles and sentiments
that form the rule of the particular church; just as society gives seope in it
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variable life for the virtues and principles which animate the ordained and fixed
relations of the family. .

Brotherhood has its duties and privileges beyond our particular Church aswell
as within it. A brother must consider another, as well as be himself considered.
The neglect of this plain and familiar maxim is the source of much weakness to
our churches. To have a liring interest in each other’s welfare—to be loyally
bound to each other’s good name; and yet tu be denied the natural means of
expressing that interest and vindicating that name is a prodigious wrong. And
yet the temper in some of our churches which would resent proffered counsel and
refuse the most brotherly inquiry, clearly inflicts this wrong and cavils with this
reproach. Churches joined in brotherly fellowship have a natural right to all
reasonable intercommunication and mutual satisfaction as the ground of Christian
confidence. But this most reasonable claim is met by unreasoning jealousy.
The frankness of fellowship is turned into churlish chronic reserve. Erils that
are known to wound, and even to alienate, must sometimes pass without rebuke.
The purity and honour of our felluwship as churches are impaired; and those
who see the evil are hindered in their effurts to overcome it. There is no defect
in our divine mission. But there are instances of a narrow and sclfish spirit in
working out its results. The best thing is most easily abused ; Leing so, and by
the encouragement of this particular abuse of our divine principles, thuse who
rejoice in the absence of all control by law, may make themselves as impotent to
expel error and repress disorder as the Established Church itself.

I know nothing more instantly demanding our best attention than the furma-
tion amongst us, in all the constituent pruvineial departments of this union, of 2
mutual understanding as to the right and duty of bretherly conference and coun-
gel betwixt church and chureh. While each should act freely and independently,
it should be in the spirit of acting with aad for each other.  We must unite our
work. We must husband our strength and resvurces, so that no particle of
divine energy shall be wasted, ur lust to the service of vur common Master.

The report of the committee of the Union narrated its transactions, and
adverted to the chief events of interest to the churches, during the past twelve
wonths.  We cull a few facts:—A large impression of the Year Book, 7,-
000, had been disposed of ; the sale of the Old Congreyativnal Ifymn Bouvk
had nearly ceased, those of the Vew had been uearly 100,000, making a total
ot 600,000 ; of the abridged © cottage” edition, over 15,000 copies had been
called for; the Sunday Schuol edition wus nearly ready.  Some changes were
recommended in the organization of the Union, all in the direction of widen-
ing the basis of representation and sccuring fulness and freedom of debate,
so that more can take part in the discussions. On the education question, the
report contained this significant paragraph :—

“The relation of the Congregational denomination to the popular education of
the country, does not, to your committee, appear to be in the most satisfactory
condition. They think that after the lapse of more than twenty years it may be
well to review the principle which was then adopted by the Board of Education,
and consider whether it should in any form be mudified or still Le adhered to in
its entivety. If so, then a larger amount of suppurt should be given to voluntary
cducation by our churches than is at present accorded to it, and we should be
prepared to make great sacrifices for so noble a principle. But if it should
appear that altered circumstances call fur a change of practice, we should not
hesitate thoughtfully to approach the matter in the light of the present day.
Your committee have ventured respectfully to invite the attention of the Board of
Education to this subject, and they have promptly commenced inquiries, which
it is hoped will result in much good.”

-\ special report was also presented on the subject of ¢ Union Churches,”
that is, churches into which Baptist and Pxdo-Baptist members are admitted
on equal terms, and to the pastorate of which wministers of either opinivn
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cun be called. The question of admitting such churches into the Union,
one article of whose declaration of faith and order distinctly recognizes the
Divine authority of infant baptism, occupied the remainder of the first day’s
session.  After an able debate, in which the arguments were nearly all on one
side, the following resolution was carried by an overwhelming majority, only
twelve voting against it :—

*That this assembly, while adhering to the terms of the declaration of faith and
church order on the subject of infant baptism, and maintaining the right of the
Union to take any action in conformity with the principles therein asserted, which
may at any time appear expedient, instructs the committee not to regard clause
18 as excluding from the fellowship of the Union, churches in which the privi-
leges of membership and eligibility to office are not dependent on the opinions
held regarding either the subject or the mode of baptism.”

Under this resolution, Rev. Edward White, pastor of a London church, was
immediately admitted.

The second day's session of the Union was mainly occupied with the ec-
clesiastical condition of the country. An able paper was presented by Rev.
A. Haunnay, in which he contended that the great experiment of an establish-
ment had failed, that neither the ritualists on the one hand, nor the rational-
ists on the other, were safe guides for the people of England, while the evae-
gelical party were paralysed by their false position; and condemned the popular
scheme of ‘¢ comprehension,” although the only tenable position fora national
church, as of most injurious influence to the cause of true religion. Tt was
therefore the duty, as it was the right, of non-conforming members of the
state, to demand that the experiment be now abandoned.

After the reading of this paper, a resolution was passed embodying sub-
stantially the same views, and, after being advocated by a number of able
speakers, was unanimously carried. It seems strange to read that the intro-
duction and discussion of such a resolution is considered a step in advance of
unusual boldoess and outspokenness on the part of our English brethren.
But while they have held their own anti-state church views with great tenacity,
the fact of their co-operation with so many excellent Episcopalian clergymen
and laymen in ecatholic societies, has restrained them from the utterance of
their sentiments in the Union, such topics being remitted to the Liberation
Society. It is now felt, however, that more is lost than gained by such seclf-
imposed silence, and that the state of the church as by law established, in it<
bearings on the religious life of the nation and the progress of the Gospel in
the world, demands the deliverance of an explicit testimony.

The subject of the Working Classes and Public Worship next engaged the
attention of the Union. Severzl speakers contended that the working people
were not more alienated from the churches than other classes of society. A
number of valuuble suggestivos were made in relation to the best mode of
reaching the neglectors of the churches, by such means as simple, carnest
preaching, out-door services, and especially personal visitation in an unassam-
ing, loving spirit.

In respect to the Memorial Iall, Rev. T. James read a report, stating that
nearly £60,000 had been secured, and £20,000 more were wanting. The
committee were confident of ultimate success, and only awaited the settlement
of some new plans for the street, to commence operations.

The Union meeting of 1867 was evidently onc of unusual interest, freedom
and power. It was less ¢ managed,” and no harm came of liberty.
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Loxpon MisstoNarY Socrery. —The seventy-secoud annual report showed
that 169 English missionaries were in the service, and 1400 native assistants
—readers or catechists and evangelists. There are about G0 native pastors,
wen of character and intelligence, worthy to be entrusted with the care
of churches. There are ten theological institutions or classes. Three hundred
native churches had been gathered, containing 26,000 members, with 130,000
adherents calling christianity their religion. The mission churches are
said to be improving in their character. Their liberality is also inereasing,
about £9,000 having been contributed by them during the year. Xxtension
of the mission is called for in many parts of the ficld, espeelally in Chinaand
India. The financial position of the Society, however, occasions much concern
toits friends. The deficiency in the ordinary income of the Society, as com-
pared with its expenditure, is fully £20,000! The work has been extend-
ing, but the churches at home give only the same £50,000 they gave thirty
years ago. Special and reserve funds had been dratva upon to meet the
deficiency, but it was necessary to adopt the most vigoreus measures to pre-
vent the work from suffering. It is evident, from the whole tone and style
of the report, that in the new Foreign Sccretary, Rev. Dr. Mullens, formerly
of Calcutta, the Society has ¢the right man in the right place.” It was
business-like, honest, devout and graphically eloquent.

The position of the Society’s affairs was the text on which almost every
speaker at the anniversary enlurged. Returned missionaries, such as Mr.
Philip, of South Africa, Dr. Legge, of China, and Mr. Storrow, of India,
bore the most positive testimony to the soundness oi the work done among
the heathen, a work which must grow just because and in proportion as it 1s
prosperous. Rev. R. W. Dale, of Birmingham, spuke at length of the results of
the thorough investigation into the Socicty’s affuirs made by a special com-
mittee appointed a year ago. .\fter a carcful and complete examination, they
declared themselves entirely satisfied with the fidelity with which the directors
and officers had administered their trust.  The only alternatives were the con-
traction of the missions, or an increase of the funds. Sumething might be
saved by the reduction of expenditure abroad, but christians at home must do
more. That they were able to du more, their rapidly increasing expenditare
on the luxuries of life abundantly proved. Itwasalso frankly confessed that the
scepticism so often expressed in popular literature in relation to the need of
wissionary labours and the results aclieved, had not been without its influence
on the churches, while the demands of the home field were daily increasing
upon those who were liberally disposed. Mr. Hannay, Secretary of the
(Colonial Socicty, made some significant remarks upon the reduction of expen-
diture, in the course of his original and powerful address :—

“'There is perhaps no error into which such a Society as this would be more
likely to fall, if there were not, indeed, combined in its management a profound
christian philosophy with a healthy religivus impulse, than to treat the churches
which they succeed in founding in heathen nations, and the evangelistic work of
those nations, as though they must permanently depend on English bounty and
on English ministers. ~ The references we have had in the report read to-day are
assurance enough that the London Missionary Society is avoiding this peril.  Ido
not know, whether, upon a close search of the Society’s records, there might not
be found instances in which the Society, with an unwise parental tenderness, has
hesitated when the hour came for the independence of some christian community,
to say to that community, ‘now you must depend upon yourselves” I do not
know whether instances might not be fuund of christianized communities, on the
other hand, of a most touching filial tenacity, refusing to let the dear old parental
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hand go, though the hour fur independesce had manifestly come. Now, this I
am neither prepared to deay nur tv affirm ;_but I should nat be surprised if little
discoveries of this kind should be made. I, for ove, would not greatly blame
anybody unless it were that impersoual, non-descript, and universal seapegoat we
call human nature.” '

To meet the pressing emergency thus existing, special subseriptions ave
called for, and a noble beginning was made at the anniversary itself. M.
Henry Hopkins, of Iobart Town, Tasmania, had written to sy that he would
be one of fifty to give £500 apiecce. Mr. G. Hadfield, M.P., stated that
instead of £100 a year, he would give £1000. A pledge for £1000 was
given by a gentleman on behalf of Wilts and Somerset, and another for the
same amount from Essex. Other promises for lower sums were also made.

The spirit of the meeting was admirable, and we cannot but feel great hope
of the suceess of the Society, when its interests are advocated with so much
of christian manliness:

Corox1aL MrsstoNARY SocrerTy.—A small andience assembled in th
Weigh House os Monday, May 18th, for this anniversary. Mr. Spicer
was in the chair. Rev. A. Haonay read the report. It began with a
retrospect of the 81 years of the Society’s existence. It found only four
or five feeble churches in Canada, none in Australia; now there were
250.  The sum reccived by the Socicty, in that period was ouly
£127,000. But the Colonies had largely helped themselves. ¢ The
churches in the Australias were, with few exceptions, supported from
coloniul resources, and by the establishment of colleges and the organisation
of home missionary societies they were laying hold of the future in a spirit
of independence worthy of their lineage.” Strictly speaking, the Socicty
had no missions in New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, or Tasmania.”
The abstract of the report in the nglish Independent has no other reference
to the British North American Misston. Irom the Christian World, howerver,
we learn that it was stated that “on the whole, the work of the Society during
the year in the British Noxth Awmerican Provinces, in Australia, Queensland,
New Zealand, 2nd South Africa, has been sueh as to encourage the hearts of
those engaged in it. There have been commercial difficultics, and, in the
Canadian wmission especially, the winistry has been considerably weakened by
migration to the United States and elsewhere. One leading cause of this
migration, wadoubtedly, has been the small and inadequate salaries which the
ministers receive. This was 2 subject which claimed the immediate attention
of the churches. In the positior in which Congregationalisn is placed in
Canada, it can be maintained and become a power in upholding a testimony
for the spirituality of Christ’s kingdom and fur evangelising the people, only
by meags of the self-denying liberality of the members of the Congrega-
tional Churches.” The receipts for the year had heen £3,042, about the
average of ordinary income.

Rev. J. G. Rogers, the first speaker, made the following reference to
ministers leaving Canada :—

It ig snid that our ministers in Canada are drawn away to the United States
in consequence of the better salaries offered to them. I suppose that is a very
wicked thing. It has been considered in the Church that a minister should starve
if necessary, and that if Lie was tempted by the prospect of living in n litsle
more ease and comfort ke was sinniog ngaiust the course of Divine Providence.
Now, this question which has arisen in the Capadas is a question which will
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arise in this country, and which it hecomes the Church seriously to iovk at. It
is a great discredit to us as a denumination that so many of our brethren in the
poorer districts of the country are living upon the merest pittance; and itis
absurd to expect that these men can work heartily so long as the dark cloud of
anxiety is over their spirits. Do not let us blame our brethren if they are attracted
to the United States; but let us urge the churches there, as we urge similar
churches at home, to have a deeper conscivusness of the responsibility under
which they are laid, of the obligations which they owe to their ministers; and
strive to give them some moasure of bodily comfurt while they are consecrating
their spiritual stresgth to the work of the Charch.”
He also warmly commended the denominational character of the Socicty.

An fwportant recommendation in the report, was approved of by the meet-
ing, in the following resolution :

“ That thig meeting approves the wish ot the Committee, to extend the wpera-
tions of the Sveiety to English-speaking pevple in other parts of the world Lesides
the British Colonies, and vesolves that the second article of the constitution be
altered by the substitution for the words, ““in the Colonies of Great Britain,” of
the words, ‘in the Colonies and dependencies of Great Britain, and in other
parts of the world.””’

To this we would only say, that doubtless the emigrating Wnglishman,
whithersoever he may emigrate, has a elaim on the help of his countrymen at
home ; that the Colonial Society can undertake this work naturally ; that new
organizations are to be avoided, by all means; but that, if al} these missions ave
to be undertaken, and justice still be done to the Colonies, the British ehurches
must give the Society much more than £3,000 a year.

Tug Hoxe Missionary Socrery,—with such a treasurer as Mr. Morley,
and such a seeretary as Rev.J. H. Wilson, could present no other than a cheering
report. It has 175 agents, 10 more than last year, GO more than in 1861. By its
aid, the gospel is preached in 710 places, with a population of 650,000, in 37
counties. There are connected with the mission chapel and rooms, 40,000 hear-
ers, 16,000 Sunday-scholars, 1,960 teachers, 1,260 Bible-class scholars, 114, mis-
sion stations, 65 evangelists, and 230 voluntary lay preachers. County con-
ferences had been held with pastors and leading mewmbers of churches, result-
ing in 2 maost cheering awakening of missionary zeal and liberality. But the
work to be done seemed to grow greater every day. The Society received and
expeaded over £7,000.

At the meeting of the British and Foreign School Society, Rev. W. Guest
referred to the change which had come over the Congregationalists in regard
to the question of voluntary cducation. In proof of this he begged to rewd
to the meeting an announccment which had appeared in a paper which might
be taken to speak with authority upon the subject. The English Independent
said that during the present week a conference would be held by some
Congregationalists who had taken particular interest in the question of cduca-
tion. Many gentlemen who were among the very staunchest adherents of
voluntaryism in religion had come to the covclusion that the abstract opposi-
tion to the reception of Government money in aid of education must now be
withdrawn. This announcement by Mr. Guest oceasioned some surprise in
the meeting, and was received with cheers..

TaE Irrse EVANGELICAL SocIETY had an encouraging report presented
toit. Reccipts, £2,633. Balance in hand, £100.
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Tne IR1sH CONGREGATIONAL UNToN met in Dublin, 23rd and 24th April.
The address of the chairman, Rev. Mr. Johnstone, was on the subject—
Spiritual life the surest pledge of ministerial success, and the best antidote of
error. The circulation of the magazine was greatly increased, and it was paying its
way. Rev. J. Wylie, of Kingstown, succeeds Rev. R. Sewell, of London-
derry, as editor. DMinisters joining the Union must hereafter produce a
certificate of membership with the Union or Association from which they
came; or, if not formerly connected with such a body, a testimony to their
character and orthodoxy from three Congregational ministers. A member
absent for three years from the Union Meectings will be held to have retired.
The Ministers” Provident Fund is prospering; nearly £1,000 has been raised
in Ireland. A considerable amount of practical work was done during a
lively and pleasant session.

TuE CoNGREGATIONAL UNION or ScoTraND met in Dundee. The chair-
man, Rev. D. Arthur, of Aberdeen, in his address, reviewed the progress of
the body during the 70 years of its existence, spoke emphatically of the
necessity of getting statistical information of the state of the churches, and
dwelt on the Home Missionary work of the Union. The treasurer, Mr.
MecLaren, of Edinburgh, reported an income of only £1,321, leaving 2
deficiency of £391. In making a strong appeal for increased contributions,
he said that the contributions had hardly increased since 1837. In the
Theological Hall, last year’s class was small, but 12 new students had been
received ; there was a balance of £568 in hand ; but of 80 churches only 30
contributed to the Ilull. Rev. B. Mellor was the delegate from logland.

Mission Churches in Victuria, Australia.— We find great ditficulty in
meeting the requirements of cur small churches, as they need large money grants
to enable them to support their ministers, and are in most eases too far separated
to he worked in conjunction with others.”’—Cor. Eng. Independent.

The London Tract Society reported a circulation of nexrly 47,000,000, an
income of £110,000, free grants, £13,000,—an increase in each department.

The National Temperance Lieague had held a number of select eon-
ferences with Ecclesiastical and other public bodies.

Otfanl,

The Fourth Provincial Sabbath School Convention will (D.V.) be
held in the City of Toronto. on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, the Sth, 9th,
and 10th days of October, 1867. A premium of $50 is offered by the Execative
Commiittee for the best essay on « Sabbath School Conventions—their importance
and objects, and the best mode of conducting them.” Also, another premium of
325 for the next most deserving. The essay is to be of the size of an ordinary six-
teen page tract. The following subjects are chosen for consideration and discussion
during the session of the Convention :—1. The best mode of training Sunday
School Teachers, 2. Previous study and preparation of Teachers. 3. Impor-
tance of prompt visitation of absent Scholars by the Teachers. 4. The duty of
parents and guardians in relation to Sabbath Schools. 5. The best mode of con-
ducting Sabbath Schools, with a view to order and discipline. 6. Sabbath
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School entertainments—their proper character and limits. 7 The best methods
to be adopted to interest children in Missions. 8. Examinations and addresses —
their character andimportance. 9. Advisableness, or otherwise, of public recita-
tions by Sabbath School Scholars. Full particulars will be announced by cireular
when the arrargements are completed.

Toronto. Wirniax Mivrarp, General Secretary.

——

Congregational College of B. N. A., Session 1887-8.—1. The Session
in the Literary Course will begin on Monday, September 16th, in the Faculty of
Arts, McGill College, on which day the entrance examinations will be held.

2. The Session in the Theological Department will begin on Wednesday, 9th
October.

3. All applications for admission, together with the recommendation of the
candidate by his Clturceh, should be in the hands of the Secretary on, or before,
August 151h, that there may be time for necessary correspondence.

4. In accordance with a resolution passed at the last meeting of the College at
Kingston, Dr. Lillie will visit such of the churches as may be deemed expedient
for the purpose of conferenceo with them on the work and position of the College,
and also of receiving their contributions. IIe will likewise visit the churches of
the Lower Provinces, as a deputation from the Board of Directors, in vuder to
strengthen their interest in the College, and te set forth the important work it
has done, and still desires to do for the churches of our name in this Duminion
at large. 'Tho Board solicit for him cordial reception and co-operation from all
the churches.

Montreal, June 14th, 1867. Geo. Corxisy, Secrezury.

Canadian Congregational Organizations. Officers for 1867-8.
—The following apppointments, made at the recent Union Meeting, ate brought
together here for the sake of convenient reference.

Congregational Union of Canada.—Chairman, Rev. J. Climie, of Belle-
ville. Secretary, Rev. J. Wood, of Brantford, C. W. Committee, Revs. L. Pallar,
W, H. Allworth, W. F. Clarke, J. A, R. Dickson, F. IL. Marling, J. G. Manly,
W. Hay, and DMessrs, W. Edgar, S, Hodgskin, O. Whitlaw, F. P, Goold. Next
:{ggéml meeting at Hamilton, 10 A M., Thorsday, after first Sabbath in June,

Congregational Missionary Society of British North America.—
Geuneral Seevetary-Treasurer, Rev. Dr. Wilkes, Montreal. Iome-Secretary, Rev.
K. M. Fenwick, Kingston. District-Secretaries :—Western, Rev. J. A. R. Dickson,
London ; Middle, Rev. J. Unsworth, Georgetown ; Eastern, Rev. J. Elliot, Ottawa ;
Lower Canada, Rev. A. Duff, Sherbrooke; Nova Scotia and New Brunswick,
Rev. R. Wilson, Shefficld, N. B.

Congregational College of British North America, at Montreal.—
Principal, Rev. A. Lillie, D, D. Chairman of the Board, Rev. II. Wilkes, D. D. ;
Treasurer, J, P. Clark. Esq. ; Secretary, Rev. G. Cornish, M. A., McGill College.

Congregational Ministers’ Widows’ and Orphans® Fund Society.
~—Treasurer, Mr. J. C, Barton. Secretary. C. R, Black, Montreal,

“_Ca,nadian Independent” Publishing Company.— President, C.
Whgﬂ:_lw, Bsq., Paris, C. W.; Secretary-Treasurer and publishing agent, Mr. A.
Christie, 11 King St. West, Toronto.
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Abstract of Treasurer’s Account, C. U. of C., 1868-7.

Dr. 'To Bualance from last account ........ vereeteiressnenittienates o $31 05
Received after adjournment of the Unien ...... ... crevnneees 31 45
$62 50
Cr., By paid ““ Canadian Independent” ...cc.coveerenennnenrrann oon 10 00
*  Lovell & Gibson, Chewett & Co., and C. E. Stewart
fOr printing .ieecvcecemminiicenininn, 54 45
“ T, B Grafton, stationery.. o . 288
“  Postages and sundries.....eveiiesierens crrereriie 9 65
76 98
Balance due Treasurer, $14 48,
To this should be added :
Dr. Collections, &e., received by Finance Committee ..uvevreenerrrane.. . $381 72
Cr. By paid expenses of Ministers and Delegates at Unian
IEELINE. vereureeerrieeieiirsienirsiennnnen e $326 691 44y 17
‘  DBalance as above due Treasurer .....cee vvvveeees 14 48 )
Balance in hand ......... crererrenaane 40 58

Hetos of the Chureles.

Rev. Joseph Wheeler, still of Albion.—It would seem to everybody who
knows anything of the man or the place a very unnatural thing to say, during
Mr. Wheeler's lifetime, that ke was “of” any other spot than Albion, or that
Albion acknowledged any one eise as * of ” it. He wrote us, under date of May 23
By the following address you will see that an fnjunction has been laid on me,
to prevent my leaving this place ; the amount of cash in tho *“ purse” was 865 75.
Will ‘you please let the Caradian Independent tell of this *“ surprise party 2
[The amount has since been made up to $70.] The address is in these terms:—

Reverexp axp Dear Sir,—Your friends and neighbours have met with you
this evening for the purpose of presenting you with this purse of money and the
articles and goods we bave brought with us, which have been given by the
members of your Church and congregation in Bolton and Macville, and alse
by those of all the different denvminations in this place and neighbourhuud,
who have heartily responded to the call made npon them. We therefore request
your aceeptance of the same as a mark of the love and respect of your friends
and neighbours, and of their hope that you and your family may be permitted
to pass many happy years in our midst.

Signed on behalf of the donors,
Mrs. WARBRICK,
Mgs. Friar,
Bolton, Meay 22, 1867. J. N. Bortox.

On the 15th June, Mr. Wheelor again wrote, thus, I promised you a further
statement of the Injunction the Lord Jesus Christ served on me, not fo quit this
Jield of labor. Tt was on this wise :—1st, early in April & young man, who bad
been a member of the church here, but for several years had been living on a
farm some fourteen miles distant, came to me and said, ‘so I hear you will have
to leave this place,” ¢ yes, David, it Jooks to me as though the Lord was bidding
me away,” I answered, ¢ Well,” said he, ‘I think I have a plan made, by which
you can stay another year.” ¢ Well, David, what is your plan? “Just this said
he, sell your horse, and I'have a three year old colt, and I will break that in and
give it to you.” So I sold my horse, and in due time David came with the ¢ colt.
2ad. Then on the 22nd Muay, the parfy of which I previously informed you.

-
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After I had mailed that information to you, others came and made the purse up
to $70 75. I am getting a little dull of hearing, but when the Lord spealks out like
that, I can hear! I know his orders now, it is, Tarry here and watch, *till I call
thee. So I am o child at home again, I hope I shall not be froward.”

Rev. J. T. Byrne terminated his engagement with the French Canadian
Missionary Society, as their travelling agent, in April last. Ie is still residing in
Whitby. We trust that some suitable sphere of pastoral or missionary labour
may soon present itself to a brother of his experience and energy.

New Congregational Church, Toronto.—About nine years ago, a few
members of Zion Church, Toronto, joined in establishing what was then known
as a Mission School, in the northern part of the city. At the same time, and as
part of the enterprise, a Sabbath évening preaching and week-night prayer meet-
ing were commenced, along with the visitation of families in the neighbourhood
and the distribution of tracts. The inception of the enterprise, it is well to say,
wag largely owing to hints thrown out in the speeches of two American brethren,
Messrs, Woodruff end Newcomb, who visited Canada in the summer of 1858, and
gave most interesting details of mission school work and house-to-house visitation
in Brooklin and New York.

At various times, the brethren of Zion Church have been indebted for assistance
to members of other churches, whose co-operation in the work of the School has
been most efficient and valuable.

The School has gradually grown in interest and importance, and the preaching
and prayer meetings have ofton proved sources of refreshment and power.

Tour years ago, it wus deemed advieable to erect a building for the better car-
rying out the oljects of the enterprise; and now, on the same ground, aund for
the purpose of extending and completing what has been begun, a few of those
who have long been connected with it have come to the conclusion to erect a
chureh, retaining the present building for the purposes of a school, and connect-
ing the two by rooms for bible-class and vestry purposes.

It is intended that a Church shall be formed when the building is ready for
occupation ; and it is gratifying to know that the separation of old friends from
Zion Church will be accomplished without any breach of that good-fellowship
which has long subsisted between them.

We understand that Mr. Richard Thomas, lately a student of our College,
whose work both as a Christian and a teacher was commenced in connection with
this School, has been invited tu minister in the church when formed, until a
regular call shall be given; and we earnestly trust his health may be 8o completely
restored by a purposed visit to England, that his bow may long abide in strength,
and that by his instrumentality souls may be saved in numbers, and & Church be
built up to the honor and praise of our Great Redeemer.— Communicated.

Zion Church, Montreal.—The formation of a Branch Church in Wolfe
Street, in connection with this Church, has been recently sanctioned. It has its
origin in the Wolfe Street Mission in this city, which has been conducted by
members of and latterly supported by Zion Church. It will be under the imme-
%xya;ek superintendence of the Rev. Mr. Jackson, with the supervision of Dr.

ilkes.

On the 31st ult. Messrs. Peter W. Wood, Theodore Lyman and J. P. Clark, were
ordained to the office of Deacons in Zion Church.

On the 21st inst. (June) Dr. Wilkes will take his departure for a few weeks
absence in Europe. May He who holdeth the winds in Iis fist and the waters
in the hollow of His hand, restore him safely to us! Not only Zion, but all the
Churches in our Dominion, must feel that we can’t afford to lose him.

Montreal, 23rd June, 1867. Toca.
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Progress of the Revival at Brooklyn, N. S.—Since the commencement
of the revival in this field my time has been more than fully occupied, preaching
from six to eight sermons a week until the present one. Mr. Black, who has
given us all the help he could, has been prevented from dving a great deal
because he lives seven miles from the place of worship in which the meetings
have been chiefly held, and neither he nur I am possessed of a horse. In conse-
quence I have been unable, partly from exhaustivn but chiefly for the want of
time, to write you anyihing like an adequate account of the things which bave
most surely come to pass amongst us; and I have now time to give you only the
briefest summary, too late I fear for your forthcoming issue.

Since the 1st of April forty-nine persons have been received into the fellowship
of this Church ; six united heads of families, five male heads of families, three
married women and one widow, the remainder young men and young women ;
ten of the last named class of whom date their conversion from the time of the
revival in Brooklyn, which took place a year'ago. On Saturday next we huvld
another Church meeting, when we expect a few more to unite with the Church.
This revival took place at the station farthest from the town, Beach Meadows,
where a new Church has been evected, which was opened by Dr. G. Smith when
on a visit to these Provinces two years ago this summer; whose sermon, fervour
and affection have frequently been the subject of hallowed recollestion and
remark during the progress of the work of God in the heurts of the people.

On the first Saturday and Sabbath in May the Milton Church and Pastor united
with us in 2 conference meeting and communion serviee in Liverpool; at the
conference meeting the vestry of “0ld Zion” was filled, and the exercises were
all solemn and impressive. On the Lord’s day there was a large gathering in
this the oldest place of worship in the town, in which the early setilers of this
place from New England all worshipped. All thie body pesws of this large and
ancient edifice were filled with communicants; and the Lord was in the midst
of Iis people. TYour prayer meetings hiad been held during the previous week in
private houses, which were numerously attended; and on Sabbath evening
another was held in the vestry which was well filled. The meeting is said to
have been most interesting,

All our meetings have been characterized by the best of order and the most
sulemn stillness.  Lven the duor latch of the Church at the Meadows could Le
heard, when une would go out or come in, through the entire building, during
the exercises of the meeting, notwithstanding at times it was crowded with acon-
gregation of two hundred peuvple and over. The work is still geing on, though
nut su estensively, and there is deep interest in those things throughout the
whele field.  We need another minister badly.

With this brief sketeh of the revival here, allow me to add a remark to Mr.
Wilsun's letter un the Eramosa resolutions.  ‘Those resolutions were passed before
I lofc there, and I scarcely need say that I did not agree with the sentiments em-
Ludied in them.  Buat alung with the letter referred to the following facts should
Le tuken into consideration. In Eramosa we bad the use of the parsonage, all
uur wouw fuund, all the flour we used in the family, and £6 a week besides; to
these were added many other valuable expressions of the kindness of the people
in a private way. These things were what we got per year from the Church.
Additional remuneration was given by the other stations at whioh we laboured.
Our labour in Eramesa was one sermon a Sabbath, an hour in the Bible Class
during the summer months hefore service, and attention to one weekly prayer-
meeting.  On the priociple, therefure, of remunerating acevrding to the amount
of labour performed, we think that the Eramosa Church not only daes as well as
most cuuntry churches Lut vastly betier. We also give them credit for intending
tu increase the salary of their minister by at least one third the amcunt men-
tivued above, bad he remained amongst them. As it was they more than met
their engagements with us ; we, therefure, have never complained of inadequate
support In connectivn with our pastorate in Eramosa, nor have we suffered any
one clse to do s0 in oyr presence without making known the above facts. That
we could bave done with a much greater salary none need doubt ; the same we
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may say still, and there are very few in the ministry of whom it may not be said.
They were not pecuniary considerations which finally led us to leave ; this we
stated to the church and congregation distinctly ; though had we known at
midsummer what we knew at midwinter of our Eramosa friends’ intentions,
when we did not knuw of Liverpool and its wants, what we learned by a visit
to it in Ceptember, possibly the result might have been different. We were in
considerable pecuniary difficulty in summer, though, be it understood, not from
the Eramosa Church not meeting their engagements, for they met them all. This
much I degm it due to them to say.

I fully endorse the following : ** The true principle is, for every member of the
Church to consider what God has given to him, and what portion he can devote to
God and His Church.” The fact that they were meeting their engagements
with me and more, and doing what seemed ¢o me laudable for the amount of
labour the Church received, and for the few there are of them, rendered it very
delicate on my part to ask for more 8o soon after my settlement, and before I
really knew the circumstances of the people. When in these circumstances a
large field for usefulness offered, with the prospect of better suppert, though
involving (not in this case ¢ no extra labour’’) but much mo-e labour, that ques-
tion, which in June and August was mized with pecuniary considerations, in
December, by reason of the revealed intentions of the Eramosa friends, became
a question involving purely considerations of usefulness ; for it was then evident,
that so fur as money was concerned, if there was any preferencs, it was in favour
of Eramosa. It will afford me much pleasure at some future time when I have
opportunity, to furnish you with a few interesting facts and incidents connected
with the work of God amongst us. In the meantime I remain, &e,

Liverpool, May 15th,1867. C. D.

Ohtwary.

Mr. SAMUEL EBBS.

On Gth June, 1807, at Ashley, Missouri, Samuel, the only and much-loved son
of Rev. Edward Ebbs, of Aurora, Illinois, died by drowning, in the 2lst yeur of
hisage. Many a heart has been shocked and saddened by these mournful tidings,
and it is no casy task for us to fulfil the request of the bereaved parents, by re-
cording some particulars of the life and death of one known to so many of our
brotherhood, and loved wherever known.

“It appears,” writes the father to the grandfather, that a young man from
Louisiana—not the State of that name, but a town in the State of Missouri—
* was our dear son’s companion to the Quiver, as the creek is called in which he
was drowned. This young man had not yet gone into the stream, when Samucl
cried ‘ Ilelp I’ e sank and rose again, and quickly disappeared to rise no more,
Lefure any assistance could be given. It was a moment’s straggle, and 21l con-
ecivusness of peril and death was over, and the happy spirit awoke in swect sur-
prisc on the happy shores of Immortality "’

“The friends of Louisiana were remarkably considerate,” our brother con-
tinues ““in advance of the receipt of my telegram instructing the landlord there
to obtain and forward the remains, he had procured the case and engaged a bearse
tu go for the body—17 miles The Rev. Mr. Iamlen, Congregational minister of
the tuwn, went with it, and saw to every little matter that could afford us relief
—even thinking to cut off a lock of hair for us. The landlord of the hotel whero
Szmuel boarded, at Louisiana, came with the body thence to this city, in order
tu give us all the sutisfuction that frec conversation respecting all particulars could
afford.  We had given up all hope of receiving the precious remains of our dear
Luy, when yesterday, (10th June,) about 4 r.y., & telegram informed us that the
Curpse was on the train that would arrive herc at 7 r.x! Every arrangement
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was immediately made for meeting and conveying it from the depot direct to the
cemetery. Friends were exceedingly attentive and kind. Everything needful
was arranged in season, and in a gentle shower we went in sad procession to the
grave, about a dozen carriages-full, and some on foot. Never did I feel so thank-
ful for the privilege of attending a loved one to the place of the dead. Ilis dear
mother and sister accompanied me. The pastors of the First Congregational and
First Baptist churches were present. The former conducted the brief services.
The Lord has most tenderly regarded our feelings in all the particulars. I can-
not conceive of any alleviation that such a sad stroke could be qualifigd by, that
e has not granted, except the privilege of seeing the beloved form.

So far as he is personally affected, all is well ;—it could not be better! I dare
not speak of worth, and of our sense of his loss. His excellence so far surpassed
the common order ¢f yonthful goodness, that any terms appropriate would seem
to thuse who were but slightly acquainted with him, quite extravagant. I will
not even to you—Mr. Wickson, sen.—give utterance to my calm and sober esti-
mate of a priceless treasure ; but ¢ the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away,
and blessed be the name of the Lord !7”

The few words which we can add to these quotations, must refer mainly to the
last two years of the life of the deceased. Of his early life, we can say but little,
except that he was from the beginning devoted to God in Christ, and vigilantly
brought up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. IIe professed his faith
in Christ, and joined the church in Paris, C. W., of which his father was pastor,
when about 16 years of age. From that time onward, his christian life was one
of great consistency, straight-forward openness in confessing Christ, and faithful
endeavours to do good. In Toronto where he spent a year, and in Kiugston,
where he remained for about the same time, his loving spirit called forth much
answering love, nor did he labour in vain to win souls.

Let his death admnnish our young readers, to ‘‘ prepare to meet their God”
now;: and let his life ind many imitators in its ionocence, cheerfulness and chris-
tian decisios.

Gleanings.

A Bisaor Sreakine Our.—We take from the Greenock Telegraph the following
estract from a charge lately delivered by Bishop Ewing, of the Scottish
Episcopal Church. It is certainly a sounder expression of Protestant feeling
than we could have expected from any bishop of that communion, and is far
better than is generally to be found in the charges of English bishops. Dr.
Ewing, speakiog to his clergy, says that,

“If we cannot stand as simple ministers of Jesus Christ we onght not, indeed,
to stand at all.  Anything else is but a broken reed and gilded rottenness. The
conception that ministerial efficacy works through ministerial descent—a
miraculous change on matter—so that as spirit it acquires an entrance to the
spirit, has in truth no standing ground in the Church of Englaud, for, in the
Providence of Gud, the channels of that Church for such conveyance have more
than once been broken, and this false ground she has no right to occupy even
were she so inclived. Those who seck this ground, therefore (for England has
it pot,) must go where the original temple stands, the mother and mistress of
this and of all such false conceptions—the Church of Rome—than whick no
greater Antichrist has yel arisen or can arise.

Such labguage as this is worthy of a christian bishop and, it ought to be
echoed from all the pulpits in the land.~— Constitudion.

The purest metal is produced from the hottest furnace, and the brightest
thunder-bolt from the darkest storm.

Wrong not others, and God will right thee.



