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Sermon,

ythe Rev. J. Sinclatr, Missionary, Pictou.
JouN x1v. 1.~*Let not your hearts be trou-
ed; ye believe in God, believe also in me.”
“A bruised reed shall hie not break, and the
oking flax shall he not quench;” so pro-
esied Isaiah of Christ mauny centuries be-
re his advent, and our text is one proof of
wcomplishment of the prophecy. The
ign, and the execution otl the scheme of
lration, proceeded on principles of unutter-
letenderness and compassion. Unbounded
the Jove of Jesus: himself a man of sor-
ws, he always felt for the sorrows of uthers.
eis “touched with the feeling of our in-
ities.” Never had sufferings met his eye
ithout commiseration : nor was the fuct that
mkind were themselves the cause of their
sery, sufficient to avert his compassionate

d. Misfortunes brought on by them-
ves, as well as those over which they had
direct control, evoked his syrupathy. ‘The
igal’s tears of penitence, aud the widow’s
s of bereavement, he wiped away. He
uaged all zhe griefs, and alleviated all the
ls of lite. This is the character under
ich he is presented to us in our text,
n familiar converse with his little band of
owers, he speaks to them of his departure,
ulls them that this was as expedient as
vas necessary,  ‘Lhey heard the mtimation

ain, not only because they saw their

tdly prospects biasted, their fond hopes of
' Testoration of the kingdom unto Israel
nguished, and all their vain fancies re-
ug a temporal reign of Jesus vanish
3¥; but also Lecause their loving friend
to l:ave them. 'Thev thought not, in
grief, that Christ must suffer. and enter
Yo, VI.—No. 7. 13

o~

eI yoraRT THEE, O JERUSALBX! LAT MY RIGHT HAND FORGRT HER CUNNING."—P4. 137, v.5

into his glory. They understood not that he
would rise again from the dead on the third
day. One thought only filled their minds,
and left no room for another. Ic was to be
torn from them for ever, and this heartrend-
ing thought filled their hearts with auguish
so overwhelmingly, that cvery ground of
comfort seemed to be swept away. It was
the bitterness of unl woked-for disuppointment
that fell on their dismayed hearts, a calamity
that can be appreciated only by these whose
expectations were this moment high, and the
next withered and crushed.  Tuis a sore trial
to witness the inroads of dis *use, sapping by
slow but steady approaches the life of a dear
and valued friem!; and-the heart is wrung
with affiiction when the dreaded exent occurs;
but to part with our friend iu the mnidst of his
usefulness, or in the dawn of his promisin
career, and that unexpectedly. Oh! it is this
that adds untold poignancy to our sorrows.
1t was the suddenness of the stroke that so
crushed the Patriarch Jucob, when tidings of
the untimely end of his beloved Joseph were
brought him, that he said, < I will go down
into the grave unto my son mourning.”

The sorrow of the disciples of Jesus was
so intense as to spread a haze of uncertainty
and unbelief over their whole minds. In this
dejected state they stood much in need of a
counsellor who should divect them to the hest
antidote against all trouble. Their counsellor
was their master, and the antidote faith. In
further discoursing from this passage we
shall endeavor to explain how faith is the
best remedy for an aching heart, and contrast
it with other remedies that are sometimes
prescribed.

“Ye believe in God, believe also in me;”
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or, as it might be rendered, * Believe in God,
sad believe in me.” Believe, that is, in the
attribates of the Father, so terrible to his
encmies, and believe in me, the brightoess of
his glory, and the express image of his per-
aon, an i'ou shall see and feel all those glo-
rious and terrible attributes radiant with
eternal love. Belief in the existence of God,
apart from belief in the existence of the Son,
istead of alleviating human misery, aggra-
vates 1t the more. There is no consolation

afforded to the mourning soul, by the knowl- |
cdge that one Supreme Being holds the seep- |

tre of the universe; for without knowing and
believing in God the Son, the contemplation
of the Deity would scare the miad of the
convicted sinner, who could not but regard
the Supreme as a jealous and an avenging
God—a consuming fire; and when adversity

lnid us prostrate, we would regard it ouly as |

the frown of the Almighty, not as the correc-
tion of a father. We could not see him in
the tempest, in the earthquake or the fire, but
aiways in the still small voice, if indeed we
«uuld suppose that his voice was ever any-
thing but appalling to hear. Without faith
1. Christ we could not know God at all:
* neither knoweth any man the Father save
tac Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will
reveal him.” ‘The light of nature is but dim
without the light of the Gospel. The voice
f philosophy is powerless m the hour of
t:iai. to comfort and cheer the soul. Of what
avail is it to know that the universe is regu-
lated by general laws; that the inexorable
deeree of mortality and change is engraved
cu ail things under the sun, and that man
must bend to his fate? Stoical indifference
ot passive submission is the cold and heart-
sess philosophy of the world. It is the natu-
ral offspring of belief in some one who is at
the head of all affairs; but who or what he
is, it cannot tell. Life and immortality are
trought to light by the Guspel; consolations
and joys are there unfolded which eye hath
not seen, nor ear heard, nor entered into the
icart of man to conceive. It is faith in the
Yather, ih union with fuith in the Son, which
will enable us to see that light, aud appropri-
ate these consolations and joys. By means
cf this cvangelical faith, the fear and love of
God are produced in the soul; truth and
saercy are shown in beautiful harmony;
righteousness and peace in sure and honora-
ble reconcilement. The two affections of fear
and love, in which the whole of religion may
aimost be said, to be comprised, exist in one
and the same mind, towards one and the same
giorious personage. Wonderful harmony!
unlvoked-for co-existence! It is the union of
the two that constitutes the saving faith of
the Goaprl, and is emphatically called a
guield. How is it & remedy against trouble?
It enables the soul to repose and trust in the
fsithfuless and love of God. When under
the pressure of distress, we are apt to exclaith
with Job— all thece things are against me.”
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! We are prone to reason thus: if God lox
, me, he would not so chostise me; but fuy
; Fecogniges in the most trying circumstaney
\ the hand of a loving father, and hails it ju
fully as a discipline most necessary and beuiL
j ficial. Too prone to forget God when 1
sun of prosperity shines upon us, we nan,
rally say, “This is my rest for ever, huf
will I dwell, for I have desired it.” We b
, &in to think too complacently of our cung
tion, and say—* Soul take thine ease, thy
hast much goods laid up for many jean
but our Lord sufters not his own to he th
 deceived, or thus enjoy inglorious and fi;,
. cious rest. The fan is in bis hand, and &
wheat is winnowed. He is the refiner, o
his gold is purified. 1le is the physician,
the patient must feel the sharp edge of
instrument of cure.  “Affiiction for thep
sent, is nut joyous but grievous;” bLut th
faith enables us to rely on the promise th
“afterwards it shall work out a far moree
ceeding, cven an eternal weight of gl
Dark and dismal is the winter of the
but it is beneficial. Its frosts and snows
but the process preparatory to another spricg
when the face of nature smiles again, aud 3§
gloom of winter is forgotten. Analogous
this are the adverse seasons of the Chrisi
life. Our nature recoils from the tempy
and shudders at its sullen aspect; bui (b
faith points out the true hiding place f
the storm, and the covert from the temp
until all ills be overpast.
Let us consider the eflicacy of faith in e
bling the Christian to bear the various ill
life.” Take the cuse of the disciples the
gelves, after they had been fully confirmel
the kingdom of God; for the greatest dif4
ence is observable between their cond
when disciples and when apostles. Ind
one character, as seen in the passage bd
ug, they were disconcerted and alarmed at
approach of trial. In the other, they sho
remarkable intrepidity. As disciples,
betrayed pusilanimity and cowardice.
forsook their Lord and fled. As apos
they could brave the most appalling dang
and endure the most cruel tortures, ut
mayed. Like Moses, influenced by fi
they chose rather to sufter affliction withs
people of God than to enjoy the pleasurs
sin for a season. The trials of the ap
were most severe. Sce that abridgemen
Paul’s life, written by himself, in 2 Cor,
cap., and what a record of suffering andt
itis! And this terrible catalogueof P
was written, be it observed, during
residence at Ephesus, where he had
long time to labor, that iy to suffer,
Master's cause. Now what enabled him
his fellow-apostles to triumph over all
It was not their enthusiasm—that they i
possesstd—but it was as remote from fa
cism as courage is from rashness.
were the words of truth and soberness 9
more calmly and deliberately ‘than by?
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t was not their desire of applause, for never
15 8 theme more spoken against and op-
than theirs, and never were characters
ore reviled. Applause! Why they warned
heir hearers against glorying in men, and
jiclaimed the wisdom of words, lest the
pel of Christ should be made of none ef-
The secret of their patient and even
ful endurance was their faith, which car-
ied them as on eagle’s wings, and set them
nheavenly places with Christ Jesus.
Let us now specify a few ordinary cases of
i, and we shall see equal efficacy in this
stidote.  Consider the condition of the
ristian when troubled by fears respecting
s redemption; and where is the Christian
ho has never been agitated by these fears?
f there be only the merest probability that
e shall at last be rejected by God, is’it not
mough to awaken anxiety and care even to
gony P and oh ! when so many hostile influ-
wee surround us that the righteous are
y saved, how is it possible not to shud-
r at the awful contingency! What can al-
y these alarms? Just faith in God, and
ith also in Christ, which enables the Christ-
jha to know and understand that God, who
¢ his Son on an embassy of love to him
ben caring for none of these things, will
uh more deliver him from wrath now,
hen all his anxieties are awakened in refer.
e to eternity, his soul, and his Saviour's
we, Conacious of his own earnestness i
boks, by faith, for proofs of the earnestness
God, and he finds on every hand that God
illeth that none should -perish. He opens
is Bible and finds that whosoever will may
e of the water of life freely; that no poor
akened sinner was ever more in earnest
seize proferred pardon than He is to grant
His own testimony is— I said not unto
e seed of Jacob, seek ye my face in vain.
the Lord speak righteousness; I declare
hings that are right.”
Again, for the same purpose observe the
fliction which arises from the losses peculiar
p this changing world—shattered fortunes,
sken friendships, and unsuspected enmity
and the true remedy for them all ig faith
God, and faith also in Jesus. Riches take
 themselves wings, and flee away. When
s happens, observation and experience
hech that the shoek is great, so that broken
unes are generally synonymous with brok-
hearts. Nature rebels at the deplorable
taeent, anc. frets at the sad transition, but
th looks up to that treasure which neither
oth nor rust ean corrupt, and which thieves
A never steal, and finds itself invigorated
bd improved by the change. The Christian
hose lot it ie to look back on departed
bup and grandeur, may have much cause to
y with David: * It is good for me to have
een afflicted.” His future may be far more
ght and checring than the past. If he
3y not hope for the. establishment of his
mer position, he may hope for a kingdom
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which shall never be moved. Broken friend-
ships are not of uncommon occurrence, The
warm generous heart feels most acutely the
dissolution of the tie that bound it to another
which it judged equaily warm and generous,
but in which, as events proved, it misplaced
its confidence. Its compYuint then, coincides
with that of the Psalmist: It was not an
enemy that reproached me, for then I could
bear 1t; neither was it one that hated me,
then I could have hid myself from him.”
Humanrity is often afflicted with this species
of trouble; but Christianity prescribes a ve-
medy. If friends prove false, look to that
friend who sticketh closer than a brother.
If seeming {riends betray, behold that innum-
erable company of angels and spirits of the
just in glory, where there is perpetual frieud-
ship cemented by the harmony of ‘one com-
mon aim, principle, and pursuit. Where
strife and competion have been thrown aside
for ever; where ambition, with its {ealousies,
and controversy, with its thorns, have been
exltting'uished by fullness of joy and love and
glory.

L-istl\'. The approaching death of Jesus
being the proximate cause of the sarrow of
the disciples, was the occasion also of the
counsel contained in our text; and this pre-
scription, consequently, is peculiarly applica-
ble to those who mourn the death of relatives.
While they sorrow, they uced not despair.
The deati of Carist hus deprived death of
its sting. The sepulchre of Jesus has conge-
crated and sanctified all Christian graves
throughout the world, and soon the dead in
Christ shall rise to glory. All the better for
their mouldering in the dust, because the bo-
dy of sin and death has heen destroyed. The
body of weukness and corruption has heen
glorified and spiritualized. Let not your
hearts be troubled. “Our friend I,azarus
sleepeth, bur I go that I may awake him out
of sleep.” Hear, then, his gracious promise,
and believe that the dark and cold grave is
but a bed of sleep, and that He who is the
resurrection and the life, shali ere long awake
all its tenantry. Let your faith penetrate the
future, and behold your friend in all the
beauty of hoiiness, enrobed in purity, and
crowned in bliss.

Contrast with this divine antidote the pre-
seriptions of the world in its treatment of the
same troubles, 1f peradventure one is seen
disturbed by fears for his soul's salvation,
abandoning his former associates and habits,
he is marked as a melancholy man, and ad-
vised to laugh away his fears. He is flattered
that his character is as unexceptionable as
that of others; that flaws snd imperfections
may be detected in the best, and that there
is really no ground for his dismal apprehen-
sions; that there is time enough to think of
these things which comport very well with
sick beds, and hospita.s, and funerals, but
are surely not adapted for youth and itsin-
nocent enjoyments, or for manhood’s manly
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engagements. Ile is urged to leave off all
thought of his spiritual condition, and mix
with the thoughtless crowd, whose amuse-
ments will soon bring him to himself again.
1f this advice is listened to, and this man

iclds, he may recover hLis former equanimity,

ut it is at a fearful sacrifice of principle and
interest; and he will yet have to confess that
miserable comforters are they all, and fool
that he was to have listened to quacks and
vain empirics,

Again. If one is overtaken with pecuniary
losses; if his fortunes, entrusted to the un-
certain keeping of avaricivus, dishonest, and
embezzling men, or committed to the fluctu-
ations of commerce, fulls with a Joud crash,
the effect on the ruined man is often prostra-
tion of mind and utter despair; and the re-
medy is often a dishonest attempt to retain
his fortune, by the adoption of means good or
bad indiscriminately. Not able to dig, and
to beg ashamed, the example of the unright-
eous steward is pursued. It may succeed,
but it is at one’s own peril of losing the best
inheritance, the unsearchable riches of Christ.
Judas Iscariot sold his Master for thirty
pieces of silver, and after\_vards, filled with
remorse, put a period to his own life. He
made haste to enrich himself by a horrible
crime, which haunted him night and day, and
plunged him in despair. And there have
been others who sold their birthright, L .-
tered away their e.ernal weal, for a pitiful
addition to their estate, injuries to them-
selves, and sins against God, for which the
vengeance of conscience would not suffer
them to live,

If, moreover, the trial i3 occasioned by the
desertion of thuse whom we esteemed our
friends, or the treachery of those in whom we
reposed our confidence, the first impulse of our
minds is to resent the injury we have sus-
tained. This is the remedy which is too fre-
quently applied to the sore, and which, in-
stead of mollifying, irritates it the more.
Retaliation and resentment widen the breach,
and admit into the camp a troop of revenge-
ful, hateful, murderous thoughts, destroying
the peace of the mind far more than thou-
sands of mortal foes. Forgiveness of inju-
ries, and a believing look to Jesus, the meek
and lowly, will remove our trouble far more
than cruel resentment.

Or, finally : if the sorrow be that occasioned
by bereavement, how is it treated by the
world? Every effort is made, (sometimes
with indceent haste,) to bury the dead out of
sight. There is o burden on the heart, no
doubt, but it is an intolerable one.

and assumed sometimes for the sake of ap- | that, could the good seed be sown, it wou
There are sable vestments, and , bear an hundred fold. Ductrinal errors @
every badge of mourning, loud lamentations never be simply eradicated withuut substt
and noisy requicms. But let every charitable | ing anything in their stead. The soil of
construction be put upon these outward heart must bear; and every part must ¢

pearance.

signs. Let us admit that they are all genu-
ine bursts of sorow. And what is the pre-

There | Plant truth, and error will die.
are tears, no doubt, but they are selfish ones, .luxunousness of error is the surest pm
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scription ?  One counsels active employmer,
that the mind may be diverted to some othe
object; and hence the busy wheels of lif;
scurcely pause while the funeral knell of thy
dear departed is being tolled. Another coup
sels a change of residence, so that new sceng
and new objects may soothe the weario
spirit—just as some African tribes do whe
one of their number dies and is buried—ihe
desert the place for ever. A third takesy
the old heathen philosophy of fate: and th
the poor wouuded heart is stricken more an
more. The world has nothing wherewith
bind up the broken-hearted, or meet t
wants of suffering humanity,

How thankful ought we to be for this pa
nacea for all soxrow! which converts g
sours of Jife into nourishment for our spirit
and turns our mourning into joy. Letu
then say in faith: “Our-light “afflictions
which are for a moment, are not worthy to by
compared with the glory that shall be e
vealed.”

D ——— ]

AN EXPOSITION OF MATTHEW VXI, 13,M,

This passage has been the theme of en
less controversy,—one vast body of the Chi
tian world appealing to it in support of
fundamental doctii..e of their system,~
infallibility of their visible head; anothe
connecting & part of it with the view con
monly termed Apostolical Succession; a
yet another, through their dread of falliy
into either of the gteceding errors, explti
ing the words of Christ away, and so inter
preting them that they become almost mea
ingless. As a general rule, at the foundatiu
of every doctrinal error which is extensire
prevalent, there liesa truth,—perverted, mat
ed, one-sided, indeed,~but still a truth, Noy,
is it frequently the case, that the simple 1
gation of an error involves the truth. Es
river has two banks. Depress either,a
the stream becomes a shallow and stagnaig
lake. Upon those banks, the verdure my
be rank and pestilential. Poisonous sirh
may grow luxuriantly, deadly grass be exh
ed, and among the shades may lurk beastsd
prey, and abominable creeping things, B
all these are yet the signs of the exceediy
fertility of the land,—more encouragingt
the emigrant than if the banks were naked
leafless, wastes, To render them valually
it is not necessary to smite them with
curse of barrenness. What is wanted is ol
tivation, is the sowing of healthfix} seed
The ve

D)

will be occupied,—if not with wheat,
with tares, which are a degenerate wheat.
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Perhaps in no case, has an error “cen ori-
ainaled by the perusal of the Seriptures. Lhe
error has sprung up fiest, and then, the pre-
judices of its supporters having been enlisted
mits favor, they come to the Seriptures not
toascertain what they say, but to discover
passages which, wlgere isolated, and inter-
peeted, not by the aid of seripture in general,
it by the colored light of a foregone conclu-
sion, appear to yield a meaning favarable to
ihat conclusion.  The true way to ascertain
what a controverted passage means, is, to
keep in remembrance the circumstances in
rhich, the person Ly whom, and the pursons
 whom it was spoken ; and by placing our-
elves in the position of the latter, to estimate
a what sense we would understand the words,
had they been originally addressed to our-
lves.

If we tako up point by point, in this pas-
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« jectures reached the truth, It was important,

1 therefore, for the sake of the disciples them
« selves, tn ascertain, by their own acknowledy. -
i ment, what upimon they had heen indaced to
i form, and how fav, if at all, that opinion hal
vheen madified by the observaticns of the
; people.
I Further; Jesus wae naw about to prepure
, them, in plain terms. for his death,—that
v event which formed the subject of the remark-
; able conversation upon the Mount, where he
v was transfigured.  We kuow, from the after
. history, that the death of Jesus took the dis-
i ciples by surprise, notwithstanding the fre-
, quency of its announcement, Tt was requi-
site, therefore, that their fuith should be
, strengthened in every way, to prepare them
at all for that blow, seemingly so fatal to
their hopes,—that they should be satisfied,
. that, however unlooked for, all these things

se, in the order of the conversation as Leld | were in reality parts of one great plan, of
v Christ with his Apostles, and thus follow | which he, whom they followed was the cenuwe
the thought through all its windings, we may j and sum. The confession to which Jesus
seceed in arriving at some defimite under- | gradually led them, was intended in a man-
anding of its real purport. The first point ' ner to pledge them to the convictivn that,
sour Saviour’s question, with the disciple’s | however mysterious and inexplicable any oc-

wnidea, with the reply of Simon DPeter as
heir representative. Third, the consequent
lessing.  And fourth, the two promises.

anam ¢ What now do the people think,
ay, believe of me, after all that I have

hat was in man, knew, therefore, the opin-
1 generally prevalent regarding him among

¢ motive. If the succeeding part of the

ed narrative be examined, it will be found
at about this time, the public labors of our
rd were brought, to a great extent, to a
ose ; that thenceforth he performed but few

ins with & mest significant event—the
ansfiguration—which was undoubtedly a
ing point in the life of our Saviour. To
e transfiguration, the discourse before us

preliminary and indispensable,—Indis-
nsable, because, unless the disciples were,
e of them, prepared to acknowledge Jesus
bbe the Christ, unless they comprehended
thsome degree of fullness, the peculiarity
[ his character, they could not be taken to
tness so remarkable a circumstance ; for
ty would, in no sense, have understood its
eaning and intention.  In going in and out
ong the people, the disciples could not fail
quently to hear their observatio.. upon
¢ character of Jesus. Mingled with the
ecrs of some were the more reverent con-
tures of others ; and as we learn from the

ply. Next his inquiry as to the Apostle’s | currences of his future life might bs, they

y could not be movre mysterious than the fact
, which they were now about to confess,—that
{ he, who stood in humble guise beforc them,

L #Whom do men say that I, the Son of | was yet the * Christ the Son of the living
| God.”

Keeping in view, then, that this was a

itherto done and taught P Why was this, turning point in the life of Jesus, that a clear
uestion asked at all? ~ Not certainly out of | and decided conception of his character was.
orance on the part of him who, knowing | indispensable to prepare the disciples for his

. transfiguration, and equally indispensahle to

. qualify them for familiarity with the forth-
¢ people. ~ Neither, therefore, was curiosity |

coming announcements of his death, so thag.
, although they steadily disbelieved these until
 fulfilled, they should nevertheless hold fast

, to that confidence in his Messiahship, to

which they now pledged themselves, we may

, understand why this question was put. “What
iracles ; and, though accompanied still, oc- | do men think of me—this man whom they
ionalty, by great multitudes, that his teach- = see and hear, with all his works and words?
s began gradually to be more confined to ;| —ouf me, thisJesus?”  For all his past teach-
immediate followers. The next chapter | ing and acting had, as their.principal aim, to

manifest who he was,—to a"aken and estab-
lish faith in his person.

The Heply.—From the replies of the dis-
ciples, it appears that while all viewed Jesus

| as some great one, and placed him at least in

close cormection, according to their several

, brevalent ideas, with the coming Messiah, no

one anywhere said of him that he himself

" was the Messiah ; all held him in too slight

estimation for that. The Jews, however, were

, of opinion that the first resurrection was con-

nected with the appearance of the Messiah,
and the setting up of his kingdom ; and so

, the idea readily suggested itself that forevun.
"mers of the resarrection would precede that
, mighty period, Among these forerunners

they expected the prophets. John the Bap-
tist has just been slain, But we find before

ply of the disciples, not one of those con- ! this; that his slayer, and donbtless many
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others, were agitated by the thought, ho was
risen. 'This might be he.  Elias was predict-
ced as the fororunner of Cluist s and though
we know that the prediction was fulfilled in
John, this coneeption did not then prevail,
from the disappointing character of Christ
timself.  ‘This might be he. Around the
serson of Jeremiah, as we learn from the
'\pocry&hul books, a ciicle of traditions had
gathered.  From the deep mathos of his writ-
ings, and the strange affection for his country, '
evident in every line of his writings, he wa-
called, by way of cminence, the prophet of
God. Jests wmight, perhaps, be he, risen
from the dead to witness the restoration of
Lis country, the coming of the Messiah, and
oll the magnificent, but merely worldly ex-
pectations realised, which the Jews had cen-
tered around that event.

TIE CHURCII OF SCOTLAND.

IL. We now come to the second, properly
the chief question, for which the flrst was in.
tended merely to prepave the way. ¢ Whan
say ye that Tam ?”  “ What have ye, who «.
long time have been with me, arrived at as the
result of your intercourse ! MHave these opn
ions of the people exercised any, and wha
influence over your bhelief? What do i
know, and in what terms would ye confes.
your faith?” Wor be it ubserved, that .
expression of faith is in itself already a
strengthening and  confirming of it; am
therefore does Jesus require it of them her
‘We form our resolve or eonclision mentally-
but that resolve is not felt to be binding,—:
is nssociated with nothing without ourselve,
—it does not appeal to our fellow-men, an
lay hold of their sympathies, or gather atrengn
from their co-operation, or their opposition,

But how did it happen, that outside of the ' until it is announced in words, or embodia
smal} circle of disciples, none could bring | in o documentary form. Therefore does Jesu
thomsclves to conceive the Messiuh in Jesus? | call upon them to speak out their opinin
‘lumavly f.pmkm_;:. for this reason, that the | frankly, first before him, and then, at the. pre-
vhole ministry of Jesus appeared to them to | ber time, when the church should be built b
stend in utter opposition to the Messian | and upon their labors, before all men.
charaoter and action.  We associate greatness | Then answered Simon, the mouth-pieces
(;6 clmratctfr \;’uh] l(uloll)xht_v tot .';ppcam;wc. | the Aposlllles, th.ek;nostdnn}eglt of xtlll]],-thea

emust be dazzled by outward grandeur answered he quickly and gladly in the nam
that we may give credit to inward worth. of all, mkingqit for grante’("l tha{ none woul
We estimate things not as they are, but as | contradict him,—by renewing the same con
thep appear to be. And for the deadened fession which he had already made, and whie
heart of fallen humanity, pretensions must Nathaniel had made at a period earlier stil
ever be sustained by pomp. To the eye of | Simon ic not led astray; he is rendered uly
the unprofessional spectator, the appearance | the more decided amid all the confused sy
of soldiers on holiday parade, in all the gaicty | ings of the people, and the contradiction es
and glitter of unsoiled uniform, is more war- | countered in Jerusalem. (Sce John's Gosp
like and terrible than the aspect which they | from the 7th to the 10th chapters.) Obsem
wpuld present on the field of battle, stained the fullness of his confessions. Without an;
with tPe marks of long and severe campaign- | preface such as “I believe,” * we say,” k
ing. ‘The great lumboldt, the philosopher  declares at once, * thou art the Christ.” Bu
who seemed to have summed up in himself | more. Had the Apostle stopped there, i
ol the scientific knowledge of which the might be inferred that he saw in Jesus onl
world was in possession, down to his own 2 (lislillgujslxed man,~—the man of men,~ti
day, reccived innumerable tokens of the res- | fullness of manhood,—~but still, only a
pect which was felt for him from the courts | raised up by God, and specially endowed f
of Europe. Cogntrges, who rested their own a special purpose. But his closex: intercou
raerits upon their titles and badges of dis-  with Jesus had opened up to him, throy
tinction, estimated his also, by these titles and | the working of the Spirit, a view into
badges. Withoug these, he was nothing in | higher nature,—he recognised in him the
their eyes, for how could they measure” the | velation of God. And still morej to sho
Lnowledge, the operations, the profundity of | his sense of the reality of the divine mxi
the thoaghts of a Humboldt? At the death | festation in Jesus, he adds ; * the Son of
r-g the iimple philosgphelr,lall tllx)es(;‘ certif}cz(lltes . liL;;'ng Glu.d.’;] The image of the G(;)d-heagﬁl ;
of rank, patents of nobility, badges of dis- | refiected in him, was so strong and powerfu
tinction, \{*ere found huddled togetghcr, cavers : that through it the Father, as his eternalori
o1 with dust that had long been undisturbed, , ginal, was for the first time revealed in i
*» some neglected drawer. These things did | wondrous essence. ~All proven revelationso
;zot constitute his title to respect and remem- tl{el livling;' ]t]mo wc}n;e hd;;ad, w?enhcom I
rance. with the fullness which flows forth in

The application is obvious. To eyes that varied exhibitions of the Saviour. “Inli
expected in the Messiah, a magnificence of | was life, and the life was the light of men.
array corresponding to, but outshining the D. MR
glittering grandeur of an Oriental monarch,
Jesus had no form nor comliness. *There
was no beauty in him that he should be desir-
ed. N He was despised and they esteemed him
not. |
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AN EARNEST MINISTRY,

¢« Whatever you have to do, do it with all your
might.”

This is an injunction applicablo to avery
mphere of labor, and necessary to the success
of every undertaking, Enter the workshop
of the imechanic whose fume has travelled
seyond the boundary of his native district,
md you will invariably find an unwearied
worker—an cuger enthusiast in his trade, full
of knowledge, yet unsatisfied with its posses-
sion, and ever anxious to add to his accumu-
ating store, He is thoroughly in earnest,
and sooner or later will be triumphantly suc-
wssful. ' What is the history of discovery
wd invention, but a history of patient lahor,
of entire and unceuasing devotion to the mat-
wein hand 2 A man may perform his duties
sitha cold conscientinusness to the end of
ume, without rising once ahove the dcagl level
o commonplace, and he will leave the world,
« far as he is concerned, pretty much as he
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was eminently an evangelical minister, und
a very shight sketch of nis carcer, may hers
not be altogether without use or interest.
James was o minister of what is called the
Congregutional body—a section of tt e Church
of Christ, feeble in this Provinee and in Scot-
land, but both numerous ard influeatial in
the sister kingdom of England. Born of
poer, but respectable parents, he was not in-
tended for the ministry, but wus apprenticed
by them gt an early age to a linen draper. In
this humble situation, the earnestness of his
Christinn charaoter was made known through
the letters he was in the habi: of addressing
to his sister, und through the intluence of «
ueighboring clergyman and the consent of
his father, he was placed in an Academy to
study for the ministry. His iruc course was
now taken, destined to be a tlessing to him-
self and to the cause of Christ throughour
the world. 1iis abilities and eurnestness soon
made their natural impression, and severa)
places sought his services. He fixed upon

aundit, of whom all or nearly all that can | Birmingham, from which, during more than
ve said is that he was born, he lived, he ! half n century he did not remove. At first,
died and was buried. The world closes aver | his congregation was very swmall, consisting
tim, and he sinks into oblivion iike a stone | of not more than 200 people, or 40 families,

thrown into the water, which though parted
lor a moment closes over it, as if it had never
been disturbed.

So it is with man, in every profession, in
erery position, under every possible circum-
stance—but in no profession and in no paosi-

and though he preached three times every
Sabbath, visited, instructed, exhorted, pray-
ed with and for his people, little or no in-
crease took place during the first flve years;
yet he neither repined nor complained ; the
members were few and the pay was small and

uon doeslthe f?ct stund out in stronger relief | other aud more eligible places were clamor-
tan in that of the minister of the Gospel, | ous for his services, but like & good soldier
wfh;ther his duty calls him to fight the fight | he steod firm to his post, and in due time he
of faith as a missionary in heathen lands, or | had his reward. In seven vears his chapel
asahfearless:l and faithful preacher of the truth | had to be enlarged, and in another six years
mthe crowded city. We do not believe that ! it had to be yebuilt, so as to contain 2000
there ever was a really earnest minister who : cople, From that time till the end of his
wisnot a popular and successful teacher of ; long and useful life it continued to be filled.
glg::‘f ;sn\lg: n’ }not tha: n}ushrogmftpopulqritgi ! f‘romlthc verytﬁrst, lluis aim whas higgl‘x-l:ﬁdfgi
! ‘on_by empty show, * often gained ! ty and earnestness having been cultivate
u;t]x?ut merit and  lost with:)ut blame,” aud' a)ud practiced as the leading principles in hix
which is but 100 apt to perish in the using— ' public winistrations. 1lis preaching was em-
3;;113 :\;!Iml ubigling‘ ;:;)pula}'iﬁy \\-hi?hl tis madet;zp : Iueuttl}y el\ aggeligsl, Christ ang'him cmeilﬁgiil.
1 self-denying lubor, of heart-felt sympathy | was the leading idea in every discourse. Like
sémll luu.%, uldstmng sulld dez\rnt“xt. con\iicti(;nﬁ)f; c»;*ry aucti-cssful minister, 30 1'epa!:ed for (.ll;o
uy—of a duty which identifies itself who! pulpit with great care, and_ though naturally
and completel_v)’, with the material and rclig{ ill. ﬂgent andgrendy spez’xkez\, ‘he .m?ver onpear-
1us Interests of those committed to his charge. | ed even at a public meeting, without having
\uch% poHulamy is unlikely to wane ; its | carefully arranged and considered his thm;‘ghtls.
owth will be generally slow and gradual,’ As a natural consequence there was a fresh.
ot time wil onlgy deepen and consol%date it, . nes; in his style wl?ich not only comma nded

These thoughts suggested themselves 1o us | attention but made him a most powertul plat-
om the perusal of a short memoir of the ! form orator. His appearance at the meetings
te John Angell Janes, Few ministers of ' of the Bible Society was always hailed with

ke Gospel have for the last forty years occu-
ied a larger space in the public eye—few
ave beer} more suceessful in daing good, and
fry few indeed have lebrved so abundantly
is  ity, in the pulpit,
platform, and sty more through the
ress. To him the cuuse of his Master was
llin all—it was his one engrossing thought,
nd to jt were devoted his time, his abilities,
is labors in season and out of season, He

delight, and for many long years be was its
ornament and pride.

In his own congregation, he was the ardent
advocate of every scheme which had for its
object the advancs of the Redeemer’s king-
dom, and his own statement gives the follow-
ing interesting result,

“When I became pastor of my church,
more thau fifty-three years ago, the only ob-
jeet of congregational benevolence and action
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was the Sunday-school, which was then con- | palian or Presbyterian, a Baptist ar Metho.
ducted in a private house, hired for the pur-| dist, and he was loved by all in return.
pose. ‘There was nothing else; literally no-| Let every minister when he feels discaur-
thing we set our hands to. We had not then | aged from seeing little fruit apparently fu.-
taken up even the Missionary Society. We , lowing his labors, louk back to the early caru,
have now an organization for the London of Angell James, and take courage; but sii.
Missionary Socisty, which raises as its regu- | more let his abundant labors, his_illustrivu
lar contributicn, nearly £500 per annum, be- |, life, his triumphant death, nerve his hand e
sides occasional donations 1o meet special | encourage his heart. The reward may e
appeals, which, upon an average, may make | distant, but it will not be the less sure. Wha
up another £100 a year. For the Colonial  a different aspect would the world assume
Missionary Society, we raise annually £70. were every pulpit occupied by a John Ange,
For our Sunday and day schools, which com- , James!

prehend nearly 2000 children, we raise £200. —_—0
Our ladies conduct a working Society for
Orphan Mission Schools in the East Indies, ! ¥or the “Monthlv Record.”

the proceeds of which reach, on an average, ,
£50 a year ; they sustain also a Dorcas So- | STRAY THOUGIITS—BY CLERICUS
ciety for t?e poor of m}zr town; a Malternlal i

Society, of many branches, in various locali- e gy e s e o T Tt g
ties; and a Fen)mle Benevolent Socisty for ; THE INVENTION OF PRINTING.
visiting the Sick Poor. We have a Religi-| For a thousand years learning slept in clois
ous Tract Society, which employs ninety dis- | ters,cradled by sleepy monks, swaddled in duy
tributors, and spends £30 nearly a year in, and cobwebs, shut up in perennial darhnes,
the purchase of tracts. Our Village Preach- | coiled away in time-stained scrolls, guarde
ers’ Society, which employs twelve or four-, by iron bolts andbars, sentinelled by ignorance
teen lay-agents, costs us scarcely anjything. | and superstition, gross and inexorable. Mua
We raise £60 annually for the County Asso-, perished, or was perishing, for lack of ligin
ciation. We have a Young Men’s Brotherly | and liberty; but at last the pining prisona
Bociety, for general and religious improve-, was set free, never again to be put in fetters.
ment, with a Lbrary of 2000 volumes. We | A key was found which opened wide every
have also night-sthools for young men and, convent door, bid it come forth, and gave
women, at small cost, and Bible classes for | the world for its field. That key was print-
other young men and women. In addition ' ing. ‘The muffled mummy crept forth, gath-
to all this, we raise £10) per annum for | ering strength as it breathed the air of heaver.
Spring Hill College. We have laid out; Soon its step became that of a giant, its fligh
£23,000 in improving the old chapel and , speedier than that of a winged Mercury. It
building the new one; in the erection of | multiplied itself into ten thousand forms—
schoolrooms, the college, and in building se- | few baneful, Lut nearly all supassingly beav-
ven couniry and town small chapels. We  tiful. It entered the cottage as cheerfully 2t
have also formed two separate Independent | the palace, and left a ray of light and mentsl
churches, and have, jointly with another con- | health in both. The world opened its arms
gregation, formed a third, and all but set up | wide to welcome a new benefactor—

a fourth ; and are at this time in treaty for I .

two pieces of treehold land, which will cost THE BIBLE.
£700, to build two more chapels in the sub-, May not ihese glorious truths be toldt
urbs of the town.” all the world? No, was thundered from th
chair of St. Peter. No, was proclaimed from
the high domed cathedral. No, was muttered
[ by the scowling monk. Yes, cried Wickliff,
Vout of the midst of darkness. Yes, eried

But as an author, Mr. James has been
most extensively niseful. As a preacher, he
cuul;i speak to ouly 2000 people.  As a wri-
ter, he has Leen read, it may be safely said | ot e o
o, OF s Ko Laquicon, oo | ot smilt bing fggot 14
than 500,000 copies have been sold, and it Ard they have vone fo;t,il andﬁll?dlthc Tando!
has also been translated into Welsh, German, \\’;'cl;]iii”)e and &- Knox "md mar:y 4 land b

< X, @ Qi i

ltalia French. M an a milli + Y
.tal‘n n and ¥ w,"d’, Iore. than 2 million side, and heve cheered the souls of millio,
copics of his Pastoral Addresses have heen | Y ! +hem &l
S . L e land purified iheir hearts and made themi
drculated, besides other works of scarcely in- @ 5y o Thrice blessed Book of books!
ferior value, or popularity. e S O O .
’ source of all wisdom and of all hope, eman=
After fifty-four years of constant and de- | tion of the Godhead! continue to go forth
voted labor, he has” gone to his rest, an illus- , enter every house, till thou girdle the might
irious example of what a good man can do. | globe. Preacher of salvation ! may all tongu
e has gone, mourned by all—his memory | hail thee, and all believe in thee. )
loved aund cherished by all. Though the ! Churches send thee, in all thy purity, amo
minister of a Congregational church, k< % as | benighted lands—the great and only misiot
no controversialist or narrow sectarian ; he ; ary—till the last unbeliever has fallen do®
loved every friend of Christ, whether Episco- | before thy author,
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THE REFORMATION.
Who has dared to put the truth in: fetters ?

No matter; the story is long—strike them t
off. Error has had a somewhat lengthened !

reign :—her time is expired. The great Re-

former, with the majesty and courage of a |
Armed with,
. truth, he seatters before him his numerous |
enemies.  Papes, Councils, traditions, buman |
inventions, impositions, relics, saints, pen- |
ances, indulgences, fall before him, and thei

lion, ecomes upon the stage.

world breathes more freely, and mankind
throw off their mental shackles, and stand u
or kneel down to God alone for pardon, wi
his book clasped to their heart. Oh may that
freedom be the speedy guerdon of every im-
mortal soul.

PAUL.

A medel missionary. Full of the spirit of
the living God, and the spirit of true humility;
Learned and eloquent, yet distrustful of him-
self; self-denying, earnest, undaunted, serene
in danger and in the prospect of death;
anxious only about the one thing needful;
ready in season and out of season for his
Master's work ; no hireling—no worker at
0 mich per day—uo counter of labor and
scrifice—no calculator of advantages of pay
and place—no chooser of locality on the la-
bor-saving principle ;—to spend and to be
spent was his motto; not greedy of filthy
lucre, but greedy exceedingly of saving souls
isPaul. The Gentile missionary, wherever
he went he planted a Christian Church;
wherever he preached he gathered converts.
Now and then, thanks be to God, am.dst ec-
dlesiastical dearth and barrenness, we have
an humble b- t since e imitator, whose spirit
is willing, though his flesh be weak, and
vhom this world, with all its wickedness,
reverently admires.  Go, young and ardent
missionary, with prayerful heart, study and
imitate the charzcter of Paul.

THE CHURCH.

What is the Church? The sanctuary of
the faithful, of which I am the head, says the
Yope. The fountain from which Gospel
truth has Howed for the last 1800 years, says
the Christian,—by apostolic succession of
Bishops, wroclaims the Episcopatian,—with
lighted candles, and gorgeous altars, and
white-stoled priests, and crosses, chimes in |
the Puseyite. Itis laying on of hands through
Synods and Presbyteries, gravely asserts the
Presbyterian, — with immersion instead of
sprinkling, explains the Baptist—and work-
g out our own salvation with fear and
uembling, adds the Methodist, And so it
will be while human thought is free. He
who secks after uniformity seeks after a vain
shadow., Let us pant after union of heart
and objeet, universal sympathy, unbounded
charitf—worshipning God by the light the
Bible gives us, in sincerity and truth. Let
no seet say, We are the C?mrch, but let cach

udividual pray, ¢ Lord, may I be considered
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worthy of being a2 member of that great boady
thy Church. '

There is a class who take no such exalted
view of the Church, but simply as a building
of stone and lime, which they must do a little
to keep up, because it is repectable; who
fancy thay £120 or £150 a year is plenty for
a minister, though they themselves woull
consider it hard to live on twice the sum.
This unhappy class may he =aid to be with
the Church, but not of the Church; and if it
were possible, would be much the better of
being under the ministry of a Paul.

CHALMERS.

Genius, picty, passion, ferver, faith, blend-
ed with a sprinkling of human infirmities,
made up the greatest Christian orator of the
nineteenth century.

THE FPRESS.

An intellectual leviathan, preferring geve-
rally to swim in troubled waters, caring little
for kings or legions or royal fleets, comhining
the power of the thunderbolt, the wisdom of
the sage, with sometimes the purity of an
angel, at others (but comparatively scld m)
the wickedness of the Devil.

THE MISSIONARY.
A field laborer in the service of the Al-
wighty.
THE SABBATI SCHOOL.
The nursery of our faith, the hope of the
Church, the future of Christianity.
THE RAGGED SCHOOX.

Seed that hath been sown by the wayside,
of which some will grow, much will be trod-
den under foot and perish.

-0

For the *Monthly Record.”

“As the shadow of a great rock in 2 weary
land.”’—Isaiah XXXI. 2.

We, with pained and bleeding feet,
Eves that sorrow, hearts that beat,
Weary with the thorns that lay

~  In the stubble of our way,
TFainting on the burning sand
Of this dark temptation land,
Sinking with the toil of life,
All its evils, sin and strife,
From the fiery noon-day’s heat
Need we not some cool retreat?
When the wasting storm is near
Need we not @ shadow here ?

Hearts that languish, eyes that ween,
As we climb life’s weary steep,

Rent within by passiow’s power,

‘Tried in many a tempted hour,

Holier dreams of faith and heaven,
Soiled to earth, like snow-flakes driven
By the tempest hurrying on,

Till their purity is gone;
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All our dreams of love and trust,
Clogs that bind us duwn to dust,
Who to us will helper stand—
Shadow in this weary land.

j praise of the school united,—all combine o
_give them an opportunity of blessing and
. saving » generation for Christ, which angels
might covet, and over the blessed results of
which angels will rejoice. As I babitually
walk around among the classes, and some-
times have an opportunity to take the pluc-
of a teacher, and thus observe and test, i
turn, the blessedness of opening the absorb-
ing truths of salvation to such open and
; grateful minds, I gain a constantly enlarging
conception of the privileges and blessings of
the work. No employment seems to me sc
®Wractive,—and no occupation 8o sure t.
bring its ample reward. That blessed hour u:
, free and unrestrained conversation, in the
simplest terms upon the highest subjects, only
j appears too short for the privilege and the oc-
1 cupation which are necessarily confined to it.
,And in the supposition that every element
. involved in this occupati n is of & fair anl
- full measure of adaptation to its successful
, accomplishment, I can conceive of no in-
; fluence upon human society at all to be com-
; pared in efficacy and actual power with the
scheme of operation which is thus considered. -
;I cannot speak or think of this agency as
ever rivalling, or really separable from, the
appointed ministry. The teachers of my
schools seem to me to be but parts of my-
self. Like the fingers of ane of those beauti-
ful power-presses, they take up the very pages
which I desire to impress, and smoothly and
quietly spread them out before me, prepar-
ed to receive the blessed communications
from on high which I long to stampon
their minds and hearts for ever. When one

‘One, the truth, the dife, the way,
Ever stands his people’s stay :

He hath kuown life’s flercest heat,
‘Thorus have pierced his sacred fuet,
All the ills by mortal borne,

‘Thirst and hunger, stripes and scorn,
Doubt, betrayal, slander’s breath,
Disappuintment, hatred, death—
‘These he bore for us to be—
Hiding place where all might flee—
On life’s shifting, troubled shore,
Cleft and covert evermore.

Is the desert tong and dry
Underneath this parching sky ?
Still there is a shelter given,
Shadow cool with dew of heaven,
Where the Rock of Ages towers

In this weary land of ours:

Living streams its cleft sides give,
Where the soul may drink and live.
"Tempted, bring your trials here—
Saint, no more the combat fear—
From the vain world’s scorching thrall
Christ, the Rock, will shadow all.

Halifax, June, 1860, M. J. K.

0

Y ANILAR LETTERS ON SUNDAY SCHOOLS.
BY REV. STEPHEN H. TYNG D. D.

New Yorxk, March 14, 1860.

My Dear Firiend;—1 pass from a consid-
¢:ation of the advantages to be derived from
Sanday.schuols, to a contemplation of the
ageney to be employed, The value of the
ptupoaed result makes the impqrmuce of the
~gcucy designed to produce it otill the greater.
e diseriminate character of the results we
awsie must also influence our selectivn of an
«gency eutirely appiopriate to their attain-
seal. In the wubject before us, the clement

surveys this tranquil but vowerful operation,
itis vain to compare lhe parts with eact
other, in their relative importance. They
must all be there, all proportionate, all adap:-
ed, all in order; and then the unscen, my-
sterious power applied, with its sure but in
ponderable energy, the result comes out, th

happiness and the trjumph of all. And wh
that stands to contemplato the glowing r~
gularity and mysterious beauty of this work.
would desire to go back to the single han!:

press of the individual laborer, toiling, wits

-4 the agency is the personal charactor of the 1 1
far greater weariness, to accomplish buta

Feacher. A’ more important influence, or 2 :
e more actually effective upon the character | small portion of the result? That ir actd'
ot the chuich, cannot be found apart from the | prac.ice we roally find a fair exhibition o
personal work of the divinely appointed | these appropriate elements I have no power
winistry of the Gospol, than the arganized | to deny.  The great proportion of teacher
«nd active budy of Sunday school Teachers. jare douhtless uscful and faithful.  And te
ey have advantages of influence which are | very existence and constant enlargement of
pecaliarly their own. ‘The small number of , th2 operation on all sides and in every charch,
wneir hearers,—their acknowledged personal | while evory element is so voluntary and v
rclation as teachers,—the direct individual | constrained, cannot but show the adaptatio:
and mutual contact and conncetion of this | of the actual agency, and the interest of you™
selation,—the quiet and secured attention,— , ful minds therein. The rule of the histor
the secluded place and hour fur their work, is flourishing saccess. The exceptions xt
—the_open and cager minus of the young  the fuiling and drooping schools, and ingtir»
Jisciples whom they instruct, —the facility of | tive and carcless attendants. Yet there is®
comprehension aud the freedou of impres- | schoolinwhich thercare not found very gres
eion,—the solemnizing, subduing, and excit- | differences, both in the passing mamfcitat}o-’t
ang influence of the accompanying prayer and , and in the actual results, among the vane
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tlasses and teachers. Every school wilifurnish 1 on any account discourage one of the Lord's.
some specimens of what many be called the | little ones in their desires to be useful. But
highest exemplification of the systen¥; some | it is a case which requires vast caution, and
classes always preseat, always penstual, al- ‘ faithful and tender judgment, ‘The interest
ways interested, ulwa?'s active; some teach-!to be confided is great.  The possihle- evils.
s always there, always prepared, always | may be greater. And all the eircumstances
attractive, always effectual; and therefore| whicl ave individual and personal mast be
some fruits of the highest and most blesszd | taken into account. But the governing prin-
character always growing. ‘Fhat this dif-|ciple must be laid down, that a teacher of
ference will be found in sume degree among | others to be the children of Gog, should him-
the children, I should net deny. But this tself be his child;—a guardian and guide of
can be only occasivral and individual. There | the little children of the Saviour’s Lousehold
are teachers, too, who are feund especially t cught not to bea stranger and foreiguer, hav-
adapted to some particular classes of children. | ing no hope, and witkout God in the world,
But the differences are jast as great between 1 but a fellow-citizen withs the saiuts, and of

the individual children of the same general
class, as between the socidl classes them-
selves. And there are some teachers who
are always instruments of blessing, and I
might almost say a blessing to all. How
dear and precious such servants of the Lord
are to a pastor’s heart, and to the welfare of
the church, who can fairly tell? But why
should not all be such? 'There may be, and
doubtless there is difference of gifts. But
are there any gifts caleulated for usefulness
in the Sunday-school that every teacher may
not in a fair measure and degree acquire?—
Are there any that ever Christian may uot
have and exercise in some appropriate rela-
tion with entire success? X think not. And
therefore while I speak upon this subject, ¥
must deal with it, not as involving only the
characteristics of the poet, natural and not to
be attained, but as the quahfications of the
. faithful practical servant, whose best services
are the imprevements of his constant opport-
unities, and whose brightest graces are the

started with its divine spark, faithful watch-
i’;g and care keep in its abiding and aseful
glow.

tully and professedly unconverted, seems an
womaly simply absurd. I should hardly
waste a moment in discussing such a point.
“In this the ehildren of God are manifest
and the children of the devil.™ Xf there are
tut those two clusses on earth, in a spiritual

one of either class to be a teacher in the
wys of the other.  There surely may be true
viety in its germ in the heart, where as yet
nopen profession of it has been made in ap-
winted ordinances of separation. Andawise
wnsideration by the appointing power will
the this possible fact into consideration in
te present tontingency. Perhaps the very
desire to teach others the ways of Christ may
be one of ‘the first and most encouraging evi-
dences of the reality of this spriritual life
vithin, however feeble and doubtful it may
Ippear. X would not, therefore, quench the
smoking flax, or break the bruised reed ; nor

the household of God. ‘Frue picty is the
growth and fruit of a converted heart,—an
experience of the Saviour’s forgiving love,—
a real consecration of the soul, as boughs
with a price, to him who has redeemed and
owns it. Itisastate in which old things
have passed away, and all things in their
principles, andin their measure and degree
of results, have become new. A Sunday
schoal teacher must e thus taught and born.
of God, so that the divine subjects of teach-
ing shall not be the mere barren zcquisitions.
of the hearing of the ear, but the real sub-
jects of the experience anG enjuyment of the
heart. I am exceedingly earnest to press this
point. Xt is the very starting-point in this
new lne of view. Everything else will de-~
pend upon it, and presuppose it. We cannot
therefore, pass it with indiffrrence or inat-
tention. What is Sunday-school teaching
but a ministry for God? Inthe very nature
of the employment, it is a work for Christi-
ans, and for them alone, The idea is some-

‘light of a lamp which, though grace has|times suggested, that getting some vain and

irreligious persons to teach others, may be
the means of leading them to learn them-
selves. 'This would seem too wicked to be

Of all éuaﬁﬁcations in a successful teacher | merely absurd,if applied to the ministry of the
real and experimental piety is b{ far themost | Gospel. But though more manageable and
important. = A teacher in a Sunday-school ac- | more easily remedied, it is equally incongru-

ous in the present case. We cannot afford
to present our children as merely demonstra-
tive subjects. Their interests and welfure
ave the things for which we seek. And in
securing an agency for the blessing, the Lord
must first call to his service, and then instruct

division, as T certainly cannot doubt, I can | and prepare for its adequate fulfiliment. Qur
tardly imagine the propriety of employing | teachers must be in choice and heart andlife

the children and servants of the living God.
Added to this primary qualification, we
may speak as second in importance, of en-
larged Scriptural knowledge. Every part of
the Sacred Word should be familiar to a
teacher’s mind.  And to the utmost extent of
individval means and time, the widest pre-
paration should be made of attainment from
this whole field. Here will come in'the whole
area of study in the localities and mational
eustoms which are eonnected with the histo-
rical teaching of the Bible. When we began
.our work, this field for study was vastly ex-

tensive, and widely scattered. But the-lab~
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orers and preparations which the process of | God of Elijah?—Feb, 20, 1847.” On the .
the work has called out, in the condensed and | same page—written crosswise on the margins,
comprehensive Looks prepared upon these and filling up every atom of space—wer
various points, have so simplified and arrang-  various comments on this text, evidentis
ed the study, that it involves but little diffi- | emanating from different minds, few speci-
calty now for any, Butthisknowledge is on-  mens will show. One writes with emphatic
ly to_be acquired by study—and in the great | brevity—* What an old goose!” A country.
multitude of cases, it can only be acquired , man of Mr. Baillie’s is slightly belligerent—
by the actual study of the particular lesson. | * As a Scotchman,” says ne,” my ardent desir.
I have had great reason to believe there is  is to meet John Baillie, and pull his nose by
far too little actual study on the appointed | deputy.” An anonymous and speculative
lesson by the most of teachers. In %mrried‘tmvcﬂer risks the opinion that «if Johnn
and extemporancous work in teaching, Thave had found plenty for the soul and nought fu:
no confidence. It is as worthless in the Sun- | the body he wouldn’t have liked it. ~Som. |
day-school as in the pulpit. In euach case it | jolly traveller, who seems to have written un-
wearies and disgusts the spéaker and the dera sense of the hospitable treatment he
hearers equally. ~‘The Sunday’s lessonshould  had received, ejaculates—* What a ridicu.
be the week’s study.. The reading and the  lous and ungrateful chap !” Another apostro.
thought should be given to it. Ample notes , phises him with “Oh Tartuffe! Tartuff'
should be made of the information attained. | why show your miserable name for all tru)
And the teacher should come prepared to the ; good men to scoff at®” A rhetorician cx.
utmost possible extent with information on | claims— Silence, bigot ! regard not the mot
the whole subject, and the ability to answer | in thy brother’s eye, but the heam iu thine
any reasonable question, or to expound any : own."—Fariey's Three Years in Syria.
natural difficulty which may occur. ¢ Read- | :

ing maketh a full man.” And itis delightful ! Curcr or ENGLAND IN Nova ScoTla.--
to witness the work of such an one in teach- | 'T'he last annual Report of the Diocesan Churct:
ing. The scholars crowd around, and hang ; Society furnishes the following statistic..
upon his words, and the excitement and oc- 'information with reference to the presen:
cupation of the mutual interest in the subject | position of the Church of England in thi
of study, make the hour to seem too short for |, Provinee. ‘The list comprises forty-thre
hoth. How sad a contrast is the asnect of | Parishes, including the circuit of a Travelling
another class and teacher, where the little in- | Missionary: Church Members 36,852, of whon.
formation of the teacher has been Soon ex- | 3,738 reside in the city Halifax, viz., 2,8581

hausted—and before the hour has half gone
by, the teacher sits with folded hands in idle-
ness, and the children are yawning with in-
difference, or else the Word of God is laid
aside and some story-book is read in its place.
We may mournfully think of Cowper’s words
in a similiar case:

* From such apostles, oh ye mitread heads. pre-

serve the church,
Aud lay not careless hands on skulls that cannot

teach,
And will net learn,”

A Free Cuurcl MINISTER AMONG THE
CarMELITE BROTHERS.—In the Convent of
Elias, as in that of Nazareth, there is a book
kept where visitors enter their names, and at
times very freely state their opinions of the
place. Almost all testify to the kindness and
hospitality of the Carmelite brothers, and end
with an expression of thanks. But upon
looking over the book, I came upon a page
in which was an cntry so strange and singular
that I could not avoid making a copy :—*“Rev.
John Baillie, minister of the Free Church of
Scotland, formerly of the Established Church
of Scotland. On way from Jerusalem to
Beyrout. Everything under this hospitable
roof for the body. Is there a similar prov-
ision for the soul? Once on thls mountain
the Lord manifested his glory in sight of
hacksliding Israel. Where now is the Lord

St. Paul’s and 3000 in St. George’s Parishes,
2,527 Communicants, of whom 350 are in§t
Paul’s and 325 are in St. Georges’s; 509
Baptisms, of which 152 were in St. Paul’sand
102 in St. George’s ; Contributions to Churc:
objects, (the whole amount raised in eact
Parish, including payments to Clergymen, as
gathered from the returns), £6,766, of which
St. Paul's parish contributed £2,320 and §t.
George’s do £1,015. The next largest cor-
tribution is from Liverpool, which paris
consists of 500 square miles, has 1,430 Church
Members, 160 Communicants, 54 Baptism,
and paid in £335. The number of Episcop::
lians in the several Parishes not before men-
tiored are: Albion Mines, 276; Ambhers,
276; Amherst, 270; Annapolis, 1000; Ao
tigonishe, 264 ; Aylesford, 400 ; Beaver Hir
bor, 1600 ; Bridgewater, 373 ; Chester, 110);
Clements, 335; Cornwallis, no retems;
Dartmouth, 1900; Digby, 1100; Dablin
New, 1160 ; Falmouth, 150; Granville, Uppe
900; do. Lower, 280; Guysbaro’, ¥
Hubbard’s Cove, 630; Kentville, 200; Lunt
burg, 2000; Mahone Bay, 2,250 ; Maith
525 ; Manchester, 253; Margaret's Bay, 103
Parrsboro’, 600 ; Pictou, 800 ; Pugwash, ?
Rawdon, 150; Shelburne, 1500; Ship Har,
1600; Sherhrook 500; Truro, 360; Wo
mouth, 600; Wilmot, 850; Windsor,5¥
Yarmouth, 1000; Tusket, 176 ; Arichaut,

Sydney, 600; Travelling Missionary 5i®
M. Sun.
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FROM OUR SCOTCIL CORRESFONDENT. 1 population turned out to kuow the cause of
. 'the row, and to sturc ut and applaud, the dog,
The great event of the May month with 1 yy¢ it §s not an ideal fur Cliristian churches
us is of course the mecting of the Assem-ito gpe,
blies, Established and Free, and of the U. P. 1™ 1, the General Asscmbly this vear, every .
Synod. Some 8 or 00 ministers are launch- © thing went on well.  ‘Pliesé was wudh good .
03 into Edinburgh, and neurly as many elders,  speaking and debuting, and the schemes were
from all parts of the country, white chokers | daclared to be ina healthy state. Every one
appear at every corner ; lodgings rise in price; : poriced the promincat part tuken this” year
a vast amount of breukfast and dinner-giving « by Dr. Robert Lee.  On almost every sub-
soing on ; no Edinburgh minister is seen in ject he spoke; and though witha sort of
a city pulpit for a S"“‘T“)' or two, and after perverse ingenuity, he was alost as invari-
ten or twelve days of his great Presbyterian s ably in the minority, yet he has now a posi-
carnival, its waves subside, and the steamboats - tion and weight in the Assembly which ten
and railway carriages are filled with its ex-  years ago no one in the Church would have
hausted votaries, returning to the quiet round t jeen hardy enough to predict. Indeed 1
of their daily parish Life, ‘Fuis year there/ould not {)e astonished to sce him Modera-
was some talk in the U.T. Synod, of the: (or soon; though, as | ¢ himslf rather boasts,
ropriety of their haviug a Ge{xcral Assem- ! he was once in a2 nunority of two in the Ge-
%1)' as well as other people.  'The old theory fyeral Assembly. On the Scoonie case he
was that every congsegation should send its 1 felt strongly, but spoke weakly 3 and he ve-
minister and an elder to the annual meeting ¢ ceived a slight snubbing for triing the same
of Synod, and while the body remained small * manceuvre as he had practised last year in
and select this was found to answer very well; | favor of the Kildalton presentee,—the read-
but now it seems that very few elders attend, ' ing a portion of the trial sermons with his
and that only a small proportion of the min- { own fine voice and udiairable ciocution. This
isters conceive it to be their duty to listen to | case of disputed settlement at Scoonie, caus-
the debates ; for it was complained that there | ed considerable excitement, as it atforded a
were always more members of Synod in the thorough test of how much power the Chureh
lobbies;than in the house, and more in the | has under Lord Aberdesn’s Act. For the
atreets than in_the lobbies. It is thercfore, | presentee, Mr. Logie, is a man of undoubted
proposed to adopt the Church of Scotland ! ability, both as a writer aud speaker; and
plan; to have first Provinciul Synods, and 1 the only ohjections to him from the people,
2nd, a General Assembly, composed of re- twere the steoreotyped oncs, that his prayers
presentatives from every Presbytery, who tand sermons were cold, formal, and incom-
shall consider that they go to Edinburgh not ! plete; it then remained to be seen, whether
to pass a fortnight pleasantly, but faithfully | the Church had in itself the absolute power
to perform a sacred duty entrusted to them | of rejecting a presentee on such grounds, and
by their Church. ‘ whether or not it was disposed to exercise
There has been a_good deal of discussion, | that power. It was admitted on all sides
hoth direct and indirect, in the Free Church j that the Church had this puwer frec and un-
Record, Wilness, and elsewhere, as to whether | controlled ; and by a majority ‘of 160 to 83,
members of the Free or U. 1. Church contri- | the Assembly decided in favor of the people.
bute most liberally. Reports, Statistics, and | This is the church which muny good . Chris-
sll that kind of clattering mechanism have| tians have the imprudence to cail ** bond”
been brought forward to prove indisputably fin opposition to the * Free”-dom of their
now this and then that. What the conclu-| own!
sion of the whole matter may be, I know not, |  T'wo cases of discipline were brought be-

and really I do not care. It is surely enough
to know that both bodies deserve praise for
their Christian liberality, without being anxi-
ous to determine if it be 2d. or 8d. per mem-

* ber that the one raises more than the other.

Fraukly, though surrowfully. I admit that
the Church of Scotland, con:  ring all her
advantages, does less work in the mission
field, than any Dissenting Church. But at
the same time, I do not En'get. that she has
had to fight with difficulties which would
have crushed them ; I rejoice that she makes
less noise, less boasting, about her good
deeds, that so the glory may not be intercept-
ed by her which belongs to her divine head ;
and each year she can point to a larger stroke
of work than ever having been done. There
is a picture of a dog dashing down a street,
atin kettle tied to his tail, and the whole

fore the Assembly, cach of which ended in
the deposition of the minister concerned, for
there is no judge sterner thin the General
Assembly, and no code is more thoroughly
draconian than its unwiitten discipline. For
all proven offences there svcems to be but the
one tremendous punishment,—ecclesiastical
death.  Suspensions and censures appear o
have become obsolete. 1 ktow sothing more
solemn and awing, than to heur the sentence
of deposition pronourced agaiust a wiuister
of the Gospel. T first heard it this year, and
in the case of the minister of Mertoun. Tue
Assembly sat with closed doors. There was
a full attendance of members. ‘The libel was
unanimously found proven. Then Dr. Cook,
the ex-Moderator rose, and sorrowfuily mov-
ed the sentence. At a sign from the Mode-
yator, tiie whole Asscmbly stood up, grave
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and still, while in a few deep, earnest words i

Dr. Hill entreated God’s mercy on their fal-
len brother. The officer now summoned Mr.

Grieve, the offender, to_ the box, and as he:

did not appear, the Clerk read out the sen-
. tence decreed, and the Moderator pronounced
¢ in name and by authority of the Lord Jesus

Christ, the sole King and Head of thisI

Grieve

Church, I do hereby depose Mr., \

from the sacved office of the ministry, and
declare the parish of Mertoun vacant.  May
God have mercy on him and us!” "There is
a brief, still pause, and it is at such moments
that Christians deeply feel the truth of what
old John Newton used to say when he saw a
criminal led on his way to execution, “ there
goes John Newton, but for the grace of God.”

The Colonial Committee read an encour-
aging report of their operations over the
length and breadth of the Empire. With
reference to Nova Scotia, flattering mention
was made of the four Pictonians now study-
ing at Glasgow, and who, God willing, will
be at work before the next meeting of As-
sembly, in their native country. Permission
was given, on the motion of Dr. Hill, to any
vr all of them, if residing in the Lowlands, to
avail themscives of the privilege of Highland
students who are licensed in November in-
stead of in the fullowing July ; and they may
therefore be expected home in the beginning
of 1861. It was also through Dr. Hill that
their application to the Colonial Committee
was made; and this zealous kindness and
interest ensured immediate attention. In-
deed I think that the great danger that is run
by the young men you send out here is that
they may be spoiled by the excessive praise
and kind"ness they everywhere receive; and
when such men as Dr. Hill and Dr. McLeod
take them by the hand, I would not wonder
if they returned to you 2 little bumptious and
opinionative, like small men who boast much
of their ancestry and upbringings.

0

CHRUCH AT HOME.

——

OPENING OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

The Lord High Commissioner, Lord Bel-
haven, *after holding a Levee in the Picture
Gallery of Holyrood Palace, Edinburgh, on
‘Thursday the 17th May, proceeded to the
High Church, escorted by a detachment of
the 13th Light Dragoons, where a sermon
was preached by the Rev. Dr. Cook, of St.
Andrew’s, the retiring Moderator.

About two o’cloek, the Lord High Com-
missioner proceeded to the Assembly Hall
to open the annual sittings of the General
Assembly. His Grace wus accompanied to
the Throne Gallery b{y Lady Belhaven, Lady
Anna Melville, the Misses Ramsay, the Lord
Provost, General Sir Duncan Cameron of
Fasifern, Commanding the Forces in Scot-
iands, Colonel Sir John Douglass, Adjutant
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General Colonel M*Lean Major Anderson, and
other gentlemen. ;

After prn{er by the Moderator, the roll of
the Assembly was called.

ELECTION OF MODERATOR.

The Moderator then rose and seid—Fa.
thers and brethren, we are ageain met i
General Assembly, and our -first emotion
must be one of gratitude to Almighty God,
who is pleased to grant us such opportunitice
of meeting together to take order and coun.
sel regarding the uffairs of our National
Church. 1t is three hundred years since the
first Assembly of Reformed Pastors in Scot-
land met, and during all that time, witha
few interruptions, and none for the last 163
years, the Lord has been pleased to grant uy
the privilege of meeting in yearly Assembly.
May the spirit of these reforming fathers—
the spirit of counsel, and of the God of glory
be with us. In proceeding to the busines;
before the Assembly, the first step, according
the oldest Acts of Assembly, for the eschew.
ing of confusion, is that one be elected t
preside over the Assembly; and, according
to what one of the fathers of the Second Re-
formation calls the ancient and laudable
practice of this Church, it devolves upon him
who presided over the last Assembly to take
the place I occupy here, und to submita
name to the Assembly. Having had the
honour in last Assembly of being called to
sit in the chair of that Assembly, that duty
now devoles upon me. And there has been
proposed to me one name, of which I ma
be permitted to say it well merits your cordial
acceptance—the name of one who, descend ed
from successive generations of ministers of
our Church, has himself shown his strong
personal attachment to her cause—who for
more than thirty years has been proving
himself a fait.hfuk minister of Christ among
his people—who in other courts of this Churcl,
by his judgment and his character, has gained
the esteem and the confidence of liis brethren
—and who, in all the wide district of the
country with which he is connected, I believe
is regarded as worthy of the office for whih
he is now nominated—I mean Dr Jamu
Maitland, minister of Kells. (Applause
1 submit that name to the House, and I hawe
to ask if any member has any other name or
names to propose.

After some discussion, in which Dr. Aiten,
of Dolphinton, took the principal part. Dr
Maitland was unanimously elected.

Dr Maitland was then introduced, and ws
received with general applause. Dr Cuk
iniimated to Dr Maitland his election, s
vacated the chair, which the new moderator
took, bowing to the Lord High Commission
and to the House.

The Commission of Iord Belhaven s
Lord High Commissioner was then handd
to the moderator, and read by Dr. Simpse
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principal clerk. His Grace also tendered
her Majesty’s letter to the Assembly.

The Lord High Commissioner than said—
Right Reverend and Right Honourable—
Her Majesty has been graciously pleased
again to honour me by appointing me as her
Commissioner at the same time commanded
me to assure you of her firm resolution to
maintain the Church of Scotland in all its
rights and privileges, and through you to ex-
press to her people her sincere regard and
affection for this quarter of her dominions,
of which her Majesty has given so many
proofs. The Queen has at the same time
desired me to present to you her usual royal
bounty for the purpuse of sprcndin% religious
instruction in the Highlands and Islands of
Scotland.  Right Reverend and Right Hon-
ourable—It will afford me the greatest satis-
faction to do everthing in my power that can
conduce to your comfort and convenience
during the sittings of your venerable Court.
(Ag‘glause.)

e Moderator then, addressing the Lord
High Commissioner, said—May it please
your Grace,—~The General Assembly, having
met according to appointment and been duly
constituted, have chosen me to occupy the
Moderator’s chair, and to preside over their
deliberations, and hence the duty of replying
to your Grace’s address has devolved upon
me, May it please yuur Grace,—~We rejoice
that we are again privileged to meet in Gen, -
al Assembly to deliberate and to decide upon
the affairs of our Church, and we rejoice the
more that we have your Grace’s assurance
that we meet under the express sanction and

i the approbation of our beloved Sovereign
Queen Victoria, and that in the selecting of
anoble personage to represent her royal per-
wn in the General Assembly her choice
should have follen upon one in whom we
have implicit confidence, one so distinguished
for his attachment to her Church, and who
has now, I believe, for the twenty-third time
—a cirumstance unparalleled, Ibelieve, in the
history of the Church—been appointed to the
office of Lord High Commissioner, the duties
of which office he has on former occasions so
ably discharged, May it please your Grace,—
We feel deeply gratified by meeting in the
presence of royalty, as represented in the
person of your Grace, and by the assurance
youhave graciously given us of your protec-
tion in the discharge of our duties, and of
contributing by every means in your power
to our comfort and convenience during our
siings, We trust thatin all our proceed-
ngs we may be able so to conduct all our
proceedings, and carry on ali our delibera-
tions, as to enable you at the close of this As-
sembly to convey to the Queen our loyalty
toher throne and person, and of our deep and
great anxiety to advance the cause of truth
and righteousness throughout this realm.
My Lord _High Commissioner,—We have
received with profound respect and gratitude

169

her Majesty’s munificent donation of L.2000
for the promoting of the reformed religion,
eapecially in the Highlands and Islands ; and
and your Grace may be assured that as it is
our wish, soitshall be our endeavour,to
expend this munificent donation so as to
accomplish to the best of our power the great
object which her Mnjest{ has in view in
placing it at ovr disposul. My Lord High
Commissioner,—Ix: the name of Assembly, 1
again respectfully thank you for your kind
and gracious address. I trust that, through
the grace of God, ¥ may be so enabled to
maintain the dignity of this chair, and that
my rev. fathers and brethren may bo able so
to conduct all their proceedings and delibera-
tions, as to render this Assembly memorable
in the history of our Church, for the order,
Christian wisdom, prudence, forbearance, and
charity exhibited throughout our delibera-
tions.

A Committee of the Assembly was appoint-
ed to answer the Queen’s letter.

On the appointment of a committee for ar-
ranging the business of the House, a pro.
tracted and desultory debate took place, em-
bracing no points of any particular interest
to readers on this side the Atlantic. Dr. G.
Smith then gave in a brief Report on the
accommodation of the Assembly, and Mr. Beat-
son Bell read the Report of a Committee
appointed at last Assembly, to consider vari-
ous matters relating to the preservation of
order in the House.

Dr Cook moved that the report be approv-
ed of, and the proposed regulations, adopted.

Some discussion took place as to the ad-
mission into the House of the conveners of
Committee, but it was resolved thit no ex-
emption should be made from the gencral
rule, and that conveners should ofly be ad-
mitted by tickets obtained for the purpose.

The Assembly, at five o’clock, adjourned
till Friday at aleven,

Fripay, May 18,

The Assembly met at 11 o’clock, the Mod-
erator In the chair.

The proceedings were opened with prayer,

The Report of the Committee on Bills was
given; most of the disputed cases were post-
poned till to-day. .

"The subject of the Missionary Record was
thentaken up, and after some considerable dis-
cussion, and much diversity of opinien being
expressed, it was resolved that the matter be
left in the hands of a committee to report at
a future diet. Dr. Cook rose and read a
most interesting Report on Parochial School-
masters and Schools.

Dr. Caok, after reading the Report, said it
gave him great pleasure to state to the Ae-
sembly that the Duke of Richmend had givem
instructions that the whole of the salaries of
the schoolmasters on his extensive cstates
should be raised to the maximum, ani should
all be paid according to the former sverage.
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He (Dr. Cook) had also reccived a communi- | fact that these heritors, with a very few ex-
cation from the Clerk of the Commissioners | ceptions, had come forward and continued
of Supply of the County of Ayr, stating that | the maximum rates of salaries as they previ-
the Commissioners, at their meeting on the | ously existed. g.;\pplmxse.) He need hardly
30th of April last, approved of the report of | say further that he was sure he expre:.ved the
the Assembly’s Comunittee, and agreed to re- | opinion of the House when he said thot if the
! commend to all the heritors of the county of | committee could by possibility do anything
Ayr to act according tu its recommendations, | for the parochial schoolmasters, and do any-
(Applause.) thing in order to show that their interests
ﬁr. DPirie, of Aberdeen, rose to move the | were identified with those of the Church, they
adoption of the report. He was sure no sub- | were prepared to give to the committee the
Jjeet could possibly interest the House more | fullest authority to act for them in the mat-
than that of the position of the parochial | ter; and the House would be prepared now,
schoolmasters, and it was wnnecessary for | and he was sure the Church would be pre.
him to make any lengthened remarks on the | pared in any future Assembly, to co-operate
report, or to speak of the connection between | with any committee of the schoolmasters for
the Church of Scotland and the parochial | the attainment of so desirable an end. (Ap-
schools which had subsisted for many hun- | plause.) He had nothing more to add except
Cred years. He need hardly say that it was | to move the adopiion of the following mo-
by the efforts of their forefathers that these | tion:—*The General Assembly approve of
schools were instituted at a period when any | the report, accord their thanks to the con-
formal educational system was unknown in | vener and the committee, and re-appoint the
the rest of the world. He need hardly say | committee, Dr. Cook and Mr. Smuth, joint-
that since that time the Church of Scotland | conveners, ‘Lhey at the same time renew
had endeavored to support the schools with | their expression of anxiety for the welfare of
all its might and all its influence ; and he need | the parish schoolmasters and the efficiency of
hardly say further, that there never was any | the schools, and record their lively sense of
moment at which the necessity of encourag- | the liberality with which the heritors of Scot-
ing a moral and religious education in some | land have so generally acted.”
measure appropriate to the extent of physic !, The motion was carried by acclamation,
education which was progressing over the .
land was more marked or more desirabic, REPORT ON TiFf: INDIAN CHURCHES.
He had no doubt that the House felt on these | Dr. Bryce gave in the Report of the Com.
points as he did himself, and that they were | mittee on the Indian Churches, and explained
ag well acquainted with them, and that there- | the leading poiuts in a brief address. ‘
fore it would be unwarrantable for him to{ Dr. James Charles, Kirkowen, said that
be detaining them on the present occasion by | one most important fact brought out in the
expressing more filly the views which they | report was that they had now seven chaplains
all entertained. The report would not war- |in India. They remembered that they hal
rant any lengthened observation, but he was | been fighting that battle for twenty-five years,
sure they would all concur with him in the | he thought it should call forth very warm
opinion that they could not have committed | congratulations from all the members of the
this important subject to the care of men | House, and very strong expressions of grati.
more competent to manage it wisely and ju- | tude to God. He knew very well what for- :
diciously than those gentlemen who composed | midable difficulties had stood in their way
thé committee. He was sure that on such a | hitherto in India—he knew what repulses had
uestion as this they all reposed entire confi- | been met with again and again from influen-
gence in the learned Doctor before him and | tial parties; and he could not help seeing the
his learned friend (the Rev. Mr. Smith) on | hand of Providence in the recent events in
the opposite side. He was sure more suita- | India, which had led on by a natural process
hle men at such a time as the present could | to the ground on which they now stood; and
not paossibly have been selected to manuge | surely all should be encouraged by these suc-
this subject. (Applause.) He was sure they | cesses; for if after all that contending fora
were all prepared to express their gratitude | quarter of a century, they had now accom-
to the heritors generally throughout Scotland | plished so much, who should despair of suc-
for the liberal manner in which they had |cess—whoshould ever be discouraged? (Ap-
come forward, not merely to continue the sa- | plause.) In the midst of the most depressing
laries of schoolmasters at the maximum, but | circumstances, all should take heart and hope
to continue them at the same rates at which | from a success so remarkable as this. Bul
they were fixed in 1828. (Applauss.) They ' yet after all, the success was only partial—
all felt that the heritofs of Scotland wished I the ground had only been broken up,and
not only to keep up the interests of educa-  he was quite sure thut the young clergymen
tion, but that those interests should be pro- | who had been sent to Irdia in consequenc
moted along with the interests of the Church | of their appointment would meet with verp
of Scotland, and along with the present { formidable Qifficulties. It was a most ser-
schools; and now they had a proof of that in | ous thing to break ground in India, as they
the clearest and most convincing way, in the l were called upon to do, and he was sure thi
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they required their utmost sympathy and | ready to take advantage of any facility which
their continued support. They would meet | might be provided for still “extending the
with opposition in many quarters, and expe- | branch of the Church in India. (Applause.)
rlence (Siﬂiculties, of which those who had, The Assembly then enzaged in devotional
not been in India could form no adequate ) exercises, after which it adjourned till Satuc-
conception; and he mentioned this in the day at eleven o’clock. |
strongest terrs just for the purpose of evok- SATURDAY, May 19,
ing a deep feeling of sympathy with them in | phe General Assembly met this morning
their labors, and’of calling on all interested 1 ot oloven—Rev. Dr Maitland, Moderator,
in the Chureh to offer up their earnest prayers | ',
that they might be helped in all times of em- | ANNWER TO THE QUEEN'S LETTER.
barrassment and difficulty, He could not{ An answer to the Queen’s Letter, thank-
help referring to another salient point in the | ing Her Majesty for the appointment of ths
report which had given him dce]J pleasure, s Lord High Commissioner, and acknowled-
and that was the catholisity of feeling evinced | ging the usual roval gift, was laid before the
by the Metropolitan of Judia. (Applause.) ) Assembly and adopted; and, in accordanc:
It was a groat point gained, to secure his; with the usual form, his Grace undertook tv
eo-operation. He questioned whether any ) transmit the document to Her Majesty.

of the great and gOO(l men who had prcccd- P PETITION OF MR. WILSON, LATE OF IRON
ed hlim }iu that }ggh lfm(l honorable situation ’ GRAY.

would have made the concession which so e . .
courteously and readily he had made; and{ his was a petition from Mz, James Wil-

he thought he was well entitled to the strong
expression of approbation which was con-
tuined iz the report. (Applause.) Another
mark of catholicity he must mention he had
ascertained from private sources. “Ie hap-
pened to bave been in communication with
the Rev. Mr. Williamson, chaplain of Alla-
habad, and he had recson to know that the
wissionaries of North America, who had a
congregation in Allahabad, had handed over
tohim the whole congregution, had retired
from tie sphere of Iabor, and had cangratu-
lated him on his arrival there. Now, he
looked upon that as a real and most delight-
fultoken of Christian catholicity. (Applause.)
He was sure it would meet with 2 warm re-
sponse from all the members of this House,
(Hear, hear.) ‘They had now attained a most
important position, and all of them mast
from the heart desire great success to their
young friends who had gone out to labor. Still
they were placed in a most anomualous posi-
tion, particularly their army chaplains, wiro
were so many bishops isolatel, independent,
uncontrolled ; and he was suve it would re-
quire all the deliberative wisdom of that
House to project some schem: which could
be brought into effective operatinn, and some
organization to which they could look with
something of comfort and hope, for the effi-
cent and harmonious working ol the many
bishops who were now in India. He hoped
that what they had now obtained was but an
instaiment, He should be sorry, indeed, to
think that they were not to have more than
seven chaplains. Tliey ought "to have a lar-
ger number. It was a great point gained to
- have got the seven, but still he would impress
" upon the House the importance of obtaining
a large sugmentation. ‘T'he officials of the
English Church in India, nambered fifty or
sixty; and though he congratulated the Hounse
on the measure of success already attained;
he would impress upon the House the neces-
gty of keeping their- eyes open, and being

!'son, late of the parish of Iron-Gray, who had

"heen deposed for the sin of intémperance.
"I'he petitioner produced very strong testimo-
I nials of propriety of conduct for the last six
| vears, as well as unanimous recommendation
!'from the Presbytery of Dumfries.

Dr Hill expressed his admivation of the
becoming manner in which the petition had
been supported by the learned counsel.
He was not sure that the Assembly could
yet feel themselves in a position to grant the
prayer of the petition, and to restore the
petitioner to his former postition as a licen-
tiate of the Church ; but he thought a case
had been made out for sending the matter to
a committee. Mo therefore moved that a
committee be appointed to consider very
carefully the evidence which the petitioner
had produced, or might yet be able to pro-
duee, as to his repeatance and reformation,
and to report to a futare diet of the Assem-
bly. .
{\ long discussion ensued, in which D,
McPherson of Aberdeen, Dr. Bremner of
Banff, Dr. Paul Banchory, Dr. Robertson,
the Earl of Southesk, Dr. Pirle, Principal
Tualloch, Dr. Lee, and others, took part; an
opinion buing expressed by some, that under
no circumstances should a deposed minister
be restored—the general feeling of the House
was that of sympathy for a repentant brother,
and at length Dr, Hill’s motion was adopted
without opposition.

REPORT OF JEWISH MISSION,

Professor Mitchell gave in the Report of
Committee on the conversion of the Jews.

Collections have been made dusing the
past year in behalf of the mission in 806
churches, being 12 more than last year. The
amount of these collections is £2260 17s,
11d., as being compared with the preceding
year, an increase of £207 6s. 3d. Contri-
butions have been received from parochial
and congregational missionary associations,

amounting to £103 13s. 10d., beingan ingreasa
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of £40 s, 1d. In the amount of Legacies
reecived during the year there is an increase
of £106 17s. 3d. over the sum received dur-

from individuals a decrease of £36 1s. 8d.
i ‘The whole orditary ineome for the year to
1ath April Just, exclusive of the contribution
i irom the Luy Association, was £2829, 4s. 3d,
: heing £163 Ts. Td, more than the income for
the previous year; and the whole expendi-

ing the former year; in the contributions |

ture for the same period, £3830, T6s. 3d,
being £143, 135, 5d, less than for the pre-
svious year.

Principal Tulloch said it scemed to him, on
the whole, that the mission presouted a most
wicouraging aspect.
were some who looked with coldness on the
»flects of this scheme, but he thought there
were no Christian grounds on which that
coldness could for a moment he vindicated.
[t appearcd to him thut the spiritual state of
Giod’s ancient people must ever be a matter
most dear to all Christians ; and he thought
that those knew little of the history of the
Jewish race, and of what was said of them in
the New Testament, who did not see that
this race had peculiar capacities given to them
by God, both f r religious apprehension and
& religious energy. It appeared to him to
be impossible for any man to read his Greek
‘Taatament and not feel convinced that there
was reserved for this race great destinies in
promoting the Gospel of the Kingdom, and
that, as in the providence of God they had
in the past been mightily instrumental in ad-
vancing this kingdom, so in time to come
taey would be noless so. There were, no
tdoubt, discouragements arising from alleged
cases of pretended conversion, but even in
modern times they were not without instan-
ees giving a bright illustration of the peculiar
capacity of this race both for spiritual intelli-
gence and for spiritual devotion and enthu-
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their congregations an opportunity of contri-
buting towards it.
THF. REVIVALS,

Tho next matter on the roll of business waa
an overture from the Presbytery of Dundee
on the revivals, which it appeared had not
been printed, as required by the standing or-
ders, Considerable discussion took place as
to whether in these circumstances the ques-
tion should be now taken up.

Dr. Lee did not think there was any press-

g ing reason to discuss this subject at all,

Dr. Robertsan said other religious bodies

! had taken up the matter, and he thought the

He was aware that there |

General Assembly ought not to end without
discussing it some way or other.

Motions were made by Mr. Horne, and se-
conded by Mr. M’Culloch, that the standing
orders be suspended and the overture now
taken up; by Dr. Cook, that ‘the overture
not being printed, the subject could not now
be taken up, but that the Assembly grant
%ermission to its being printed forthwith.

ventually, at the suggestion of Dr. Robert-
son, Mr. Horne withdrew his motion, on the
understaidding that the matter should come
before the House ot a future diet.

PILGRIM MISSION IN ABYSSINIA.

Mr. Spittler, miuister of the Protestant
Church in Wurtemberg, and agent of the |
Basle Pilgrim Mission in Abyssinia, then
briefly addressed the Assembly on the subject
of that mission, which-he stated had great
prospeots of usefulness, and was self-support-
ing, the missionavies supporting themselves
by laboring at different occupations, and de-
dicating their efforts to the temporal as well
as spiritual improvement of the people, He
also stated that the mission had met with
gratifying encouragement from the King of
Abyssinia.

Dr. Bremner moved that the thanks of the

sizsm, He thought the Assembly ought to, Assembly be given to Mr, Spittler for his ad-
be thankful that this mission now covered so | dress.

wide a field, and that it occupied a field of !

such historical interest, for almost every place
ndmed in thereport started vivid assooiations
in connection with the early history of Chris-
tianity, Principal Tulloch concluded with a
niotion to the effect that the Assembly approve

of the report ; express their satisfaction with !

the commencement of a mission at Constan-
tinople ; express their special acknowledge-

for his handsome donation of a steam-vessel
for the use of the sailors at Alexandria; ex-
press their deep regret at the persecution to
which Protestants m Turkey were exposed ;
and authorise the committee to take all steps
that may be thought proper to urge upon the
authorities in Tuiey to require that the de-
cree of the Sultan may be strictly carried into
eflect in the provinces as well as in the capi-
tal; renew their recommendation of the
scheme to the liberal aid of the people, and
enjoin every minister of the Church to give

Several other members of Assembly ex.
pressed their interest in, and admiration of,
the pilgrim mission, and the Moderator brief.
ly conveyed the thanks of the Assembly to
Mr. Spittler,

' Moxpay, May 21
THE CASE OF MERTOUN.
This was a petition from the Rev. J.

ments to His Highness the Pacha of Egypt’ Grieve, minister of the above parish, setting

forth that certain letters having an important
bearing on the libel for fornication, of whick
he had been found guilty by the Presbytery,
had been received by him, and appealmg
from said decision. The petition was unsni-
mously dismissed by the Assembly.
CORBESPONDENCE WITH FOREIGN
CHURCHES. .
Dr. Cook of Haddington, read a most in-|
teresting report on this subject, especilly
with regard to the Central Protestant Society

of France, which has now 45 principal st
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ans, 57 side stations, 50 missionaries, and
0 ordained ministers. The expenditure of
the Society last year, was £4,633. The in-
come, £4,613, all of which except £1,400 was
sollected in France. ¥

MODE OF CHOOSING THE MODERATQR.

The Clerk read an overture from the Pres- |

bytery of Biggar anent the mode of choosing
the Muderator. The overture recommended
that some other method shonld be adopted
of choosing the Moderator than that of no-
minating from the chair,

Dr. Aiton supported the mction in a char-
awteristic speech, and was supported by Mr.
Niven of Balfron, who stated that there was
aclass of men for whose support he might
iok in vain, He did not expect support
«tertainly from those who might themselves,
pethaps, be looking forward to the chair of
the General Assembly — (laughter)—as, if
they supported this overture, their chance
of election was gone under the present mode
of nomination, There .were too many indi-
viduals in that Assembly, as there was a
ertain_party in all large congregations of

men, who were inclined, not by any means
tooppose men who had power in any way,
hut were rather inclined to do as they did,
and follow just as they led. From these gen- ‘
Jemen he did not expeot support. And |
there was one olass from whom certainly he
did not expect any suppart, and that was
the gentlemen who might be termed “no ;
progress” men—men who had no wish for i
reform of any description—men who were
fraid at hearing the very name of rcform
entioned, as carrying with it something like
uin to ever{thing both civil and sacred. If
hese men had been listened to, we wquld
ever have had the ?elmy postage—(laugh-
r)~nor railways—(laughter)—and far less
he benefit of the electric telegraph. (Renew-
dlanghter.) These men would just stand
till, and of course he wauld expect no sup-
ort from them. Rut he hoper that, by the
uling of thut House that day, and by the
eeling shown in regard to that overture, the
ountry and the Church of Scotland, and the
ther Churches looking on, would see that
here was & desire for the good, for the res-
ectability, for the honor, ang for the distinc-
on which the Moderator’s chair threw over
ny member to be (Ylaced init. With these
mt;xrks heseconded very cordially Dr. Aiton’s
otion,
Mr, Scotj: of Anstruther, said he had now
1 for thirty-seven years a member of As-
ubly, and he had never seen a nomination
hich could reasonably be complained against.
e nominations hitherto under the present
“slem had given genera] satisfaction, and he
iught there was 10 necessity for a change.
¢ would therefore propose that the Assem-
f dismise the overture. He was not one
te people referred to by the previous
eaker who did not like to see progress, and
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he was not one of those who expected the
¢hair—(Laughter)—hut he was one who wish-
ed that they should go on harmoniously as
they had been doing, and he therefore moved
the dismissal of the overture, )

‘The motion was eventually last by 120 to 33.

GAELIC PREACHING IN TAIN.

The_Assembly then took up the petition of
the Rev. Lewis Rose, minister of 'lgﬁn,anent
the deliverance of the Synod of Ross, of
date 17th April 1860, sustaining a judgment
of the Presbytery of Tain, ordering the ap-
pellant to resume preaching in Gaelic in the
church of Tain, on the forenoon of each
Sunday. The petitioner craved the Assem-
bly to receive reasons of appeal against the
above deliverance, which, owing to the fail-
ure of the Synod clerk to supply him with,
extracts thereof in sufficient time, he had
been unable to lodge in due course. _he
reasons of appeal which he now prayed the
Aszembly to receive, and to grant warrant
for service thereof, were as follow :—

1. Because the preaching of Gaelic in the
parish church of Tain, in the forenoon of
each Sunday, in the present circumstances »f
the parish, is unnecessary.

2. Because a large number of the hearers
in the church of Tain have expressed them-
selves against the preaching of Gaelic in the
forenoon of each Sunday.

8. Because the preaching in the Gaelic
language in the forenoon of each Sunday has
caused a diminution in the attendance at the
parish church.

Dr. McLeod, Morven, said the party most
interested were the poor. and illiterate Gacelic
speaking parishioners of Tain, who had at
present no position ai the bar ; and bhe thought
1t would be unjust in the General Assembly
to dispose of the case without in some form
or other hearing these parishioners. He
thought the matter should be referred back
to the Synod to ascertain in same way the
sentiments of the Gaelic-speaking population.

Mr. Mclatyre, Kilmonivaig, said thit the
gospel had been faithfully preached in the
parish of Tain, through the medium of the
Gaelic language, for nearly 300 years. ‘The
parish was a Guelic-speaking parish, contain-
ing a population of 3000 souls, two-thirds of
whom did not understand any other language.
He trusted that the General Assembly would
never sanction the innovation proposed with-
ont the fullest and most sufficie' t evidence
that there was no need of preaching in the,
parish in question.  He begged to move, see-
g that tuey had only an ex parte statement
before them, that the Assembly remit the pe-
tition to the Presbytery of Tuin, with instruc-
tion to bring up the case with their deliver-
ance thercon, in a.full report, to the next
Assembly ; and that meantime Mr. Rose be
instructed to continue ministration in the
Gaclic language as herctofore,
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After some further ({iscussion,.\h‘..\lclmyrc|' Mr. McCulloch, Montrose, said that with
withdrew his motion, and that of the Procu- | one or two gxceptions the report was of 2

rator was adopted. , very gratifving kind.  There was one impor.
tant point that was rather unsatisfactory— |

IPORT OF LONTAL COMMITTFE, ' . o
REPORT OF COLONTAL COMMITIFY | namely, that the experditure was greatly n.l

Dr. Stevenson of Leith gave in the report | excess of the income.  There were two vy
of the committee for promating the religious | by which they could remedy this evil.  Th,
interests of Scottish Presbyteriius in the | could limit their operations, but that wou!.
volonies, of which we must content oarsclies | be a most undesirable result,  As Napoleo
for the present with the fullowing brief ab- | the First said, “If he did not advande 1
stract:—The committee finding that, at the | new conquests he was lost,” so it _might b
commencement of the year in May 1859, they | said of the Church in the great work wli,.
were already under heavy linbilitics for the , God had given her to do—that if she did «
cusuing twelve months, and thae the funds | advance to new conquests her prestige w.
placed at their disposal had for sume time | lost and her influence destroyed.  The otl..,
past been on the decrease, resolved to res- | remedy was greater liberality on the part .|
trict their operations tq select cases, and to | the Church, “There was an increase in th
practise the strictest economy. After detail- | income this year of £200, but there wer
.ng the operations in various colouial states, | many churclies which had made no collecti..
the report stateq that in the course of the | for an object which ought to.ensure a colle
year no opportunity of increasing the nwnber | tion from every parish in the land. He {0
of army chaplains occurred.  But an exten- | not think the income of the scheme was con:
sive correspondence affecting 'resbyterinn | mensurate with the means of the Church ..
soldiers, and suilors as will, and having res- | Scotland.  When helooked over other clr..
pect to their wants in point of rcligivus su- | es, he was sorry to find the Church rankiz
perintendence, was earricd on by the Recons- | so low in regard to missionary contributive,
mending Committee, in concert alwayy with | The contributions of this Church for fure
the Colonial Committee.  The Colonial Com- i missions was only about £11,000, while th..
mittee cannot close this suctiva of the report | of the U. P. Church was £21,000, and thy
without venturing to submit to the General | of the Free Church £31,000. Now, thi
Assembly the question—a grave one—whe- | Chuich ought to be pre-eminently a mission
ther the time has not arrived when it is for; ary Church, This Church was sustained and
the interest of the Chureh and of the public | supported in_a way in which other churches
service, to appoint a separate committee for | were not, and thercfore it ought to take th:
the purpose of watching over, and as far as|lead as a missionary Church, Some yen
possible providing for the zeligious wants of | ago, the Church of Eugland missionary sus
Presbyterian soldiers and sailors.  With re- | scriptions were much inferior to those of the
gard to the funds, the report stated that the | London Missionary Society, but after a fis
expenditure for the ycar has been £1600, the | years of active exertion, the Church of Fag,
income for the period only £3500; showing | lang Sucicty bad now gone far iu advance
an excess of expenditure over income to the | the other, and had now £60,000 more the
extent of £1100. Thelast is the fourth year , the handsome income of the London Missiu
in succession during which the cxpenditure | ary Society. The Church of Englaud bd
has materially excecded the annual income ; | therefore taken her proper place as an estay
and hence the reserve, which in 1836 had | lished church, and limd taken the forems
visen to £8246, has now been, in consequence | place in the heathen field, an example whid
of extended operations, reduced to £4000. It | he trusted this Church would follow,
may be fairly assumed that, before this rapid | plice _itself at the head of the nussiony
reduction began, the amount on hand was in | churches of the country. Nor had
excess of what could be reasonably deemed | Church of England neglected the home fill
necessary, though the accumulation is easily | for within a year or two a_thousand
accounted for during a period when it was | churches were reported as being built by the
difficult, or even impossible, to procure la-, Church of England ; and in London, in
borers for our colonial vinevard, In canclu- | ticular, great efforts had been ms e fort
sion, the commiitee tuke leave very earnestly | raising of new chureiies to meet the wants ¢
to press the cluins of the Colonial Scheme the population. e trusted the Churcho
on the attention of the Assembly and the, Seotland would be stimulated by this ess
Church, respectfully begging that the former | ple to greatly increased exertion both ind
would so iuterpusc its authoritative recom- | home and forcign'field. Mz, McCulloch b
mendution as to encuitage and draw forth a, entered into an argument to the effect !
greatly inereased liberality throughout all our | the great advance of Great Britain in
parishes.  The commitiee feel that they are, scale” of nations was not that her pey
eatitled to the confidence of the church, know- | sprung from the Anglo Saxon rae, tow
ing that they have grudgad every peany of | histortans aud philosophers aseribed hery
expenditure, and resisted it, when it did not - ness, but because she possessed the truth
go clearly to the benefit of the scheme under | truth was the great source of a n
their administration, | strength as error was its weakness., e
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cluded a motion approving of the report; 'ed on the regimental returns. Tuking the

tenewin
unabated anxiety to promote the religious in-
terests of their countrymen in the colonies,
and carnestly recommending the object to

the expression of the Assembly’s ! number of soldiers in the nemy at 140,000,

there would thus be ahout 20,000 Presbyte-
riuns, besides wives and children, and for such
o number the provision hitherto made was

the libernlity of the Church; congratulating "obviously inadequate. There were in ull
the Church in Canada on the appotatment of ! seventy-eight army chaplaing regularly come
Dr. Leitch as Principal of Queen’s College, ' missioned, and of these only six were Pres-
Kingston, an appointment which had been | byterians, or about one thirteenth of the whole
hailed with approbation and confidence both | number, instead of one-seventh.  As soon as
at home and in Canada; approving of the it was announced that a force of from 5000
recommendation in the report with regard to ' to 6000 men was to be sent to China, the
the four students from Nova Scotin, and au- | committee communicated with the Chaplain-
thorising the Y'reshytery of Glasgow to take | General, and also with the Sceretary for War
them on trial for license ; re-appointing the ! representing the expediency of appointing a
tommittee (Dr. Stevenson, convener)—and | Presbyterian chaplain to accompany the force ;
tecording the thanks of the Assembly to them | but the Sccretary for War considered that,

for their services.

Dr. Fowler snid he thought the report an
extremely gratifying one.  From his personal
knowledge he could nesure them that the
Assembly’s  proceedings in regard to the
Colonial Committee’s report were watched
sith great interest by thousands of their
sountrymen abroad, who had established
channels of communication by which they
I were made aware of all that was done in their
behalf. He was extremely happy that there
would again go forth to their countrymen
1sbroad in the colonies an expression of un-
shated determination to do everything they
could to promote their religious welfare,

REPORT OF COLONIAL COMMITTEE.

Dr. Hill referred to a passage in the report
of the Colonial Committee as to the four stu-
dents of divinity from the lower province of
British North Am rica, who were completin,
their curriculum of study at Glasgow, an

‘pnn should be agreed to as to authori:’ng
the Preshytery of Glasgow to dispense with
the writing of eircular letters in the case of
Mr, Grant, and to grant these students li-
cense in conformity with the law, applicable
in ordinary cases only within the Highland
listriets of Scotland.

REPORT ON ARMY CHAPLAINS,

Dr. Cook of St. Andrews read the report
f the'Recommeuduug Committee as to army
aphins which stated that no application had

Y one to be appointed as & chaplain in the
y. The attention of the committee, how-
ver, had been much directed to the whole
atter connected with the supply of relizious
rlinances to Presbyterian soldiers. Besides
e four Scottish garrison chaplains at Edin-
ugh, Stirling, Fort-George, and Aberdeen,
rere were now Presbyterian chaplains sta-
imed at Aldershott, Shorneliffe, Chatham,
london, and Dublin, and four non-commis-
oned Presbyterian chaplains attached to the
uy in Thdia, Over the whole army the
wportion of Presbyterians to other soldiers

E

n made to the committee to recommend '

: from the composition of the foree, a Presby-

terian chaplain was not required. ‘The eom-
mittee was of opinion that a small select com-
mittee should be appointed for the purpose
of promoting aay measure for the religious
interests of Presbyterian soldiers, with power
to receive and ayply funds for that object.,

The case of the Rev. Mr. Grieve was again
brought up, and after parties being fully
heard he was solemnly deposed from 510 ho-
ly ministry.

‘Tuesbay, May 22,
APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION BY A FREE
CHURCH MINISTER,

A petition from the Rev. Donald Cameron,
who had felt it his duty to resign his position
as an ordained minister of the Free Church,
craving to be admitted a minister of the
Church of Scotland, was read, along with ex-
tracts from the Presbytery of Duakeld, ex-
pressing their earnest and unanimous recom-

proposed that the recommendation in the re- ; mendation that he should be received.

Dr, Hill moved that the application be re-
ferred to a committee ; and, after afew words
from Dr. Cook, who said that such petitivus
should, according to the standing orders, be
printed, the motion was agrced to,

TRICENTENARY OF TIIE REFORMATION.

Mr. Maxwell Nicholson read the report of
the committee, which shortly recommended
that, besides Sabbath evening and other spe-
cial services appropriate to the occasion, that

' the Assembly should appoint the 20th Decem-

ber next to be observed by all the Presbyte-
ries of the Church as a day of solemn thanks-

! eiving for the benefits conferred by the Re-

formation.

Principal Tulloch then submitted a series
of resolutions acknowledging the great and
manifold blessings which had Howed from the
Reformation, and which called for their us-
ccasing thauksgiving, and declared that it
ought to be celebrated especially by this
Church, which protested againsi Popish error
and held fast by tie faith, and that this ceie-
bration should be held vn the 20th December
next. He said that whatever might be their

al been stated to” the committee by the ! special views, there was no difference of opin-
haplain-General ag about one-seveath, found |ion among Scotchmen as to the Rformation
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having been a work of God.  There was none
wio did not look back on it as the most glo-
rious event in our history, and their hearts
would be cold indeed if they did not feel the
deepest sympathy with thoss who were engag-
ed in that great struggle. Butas members
of that Church which was founded on the Re-
formation, it was regarded as the revival of
the Gospel. They owed to it the open word
of God, liberated from the priesteraft of ages ;
the only truth which can save from dead ma-
terialism, on the one hand, and idol supersti-
tion on the other.

Sheriff Barclay said that the Reformation
was one of the most stupendous revivals of
true religion, and that they should all remem-
ber that this commemoration was not a mere
Presbyterian hut a Protestant movement, em-
bracing all who preached the Gospel.

Dr. "Aiton called the attention of the As-
sembly to the grest historical fact of the
translation of the Bible into the English ton-
gue as an event for which they had reason to
e very grateful.

Dr. Hill especiaily approved of the propo-
sed union with Christian brethren in celebra-
ting this event.

Dr. Cook than introduced a deputation from
the Presbyterian (Qld School) Church of the
United States, stating that they were recom-
mended in an autograph letter by the Presi-
dent of the United Statea.

The Rev. Dr. Murray then addressed the
Assembly in eloquent terms, describing the
enormous growth and increasing prosperity
of the Presbyterian Church in the Unitea
States,

Dr. Leburn followed to a similar effect.

After some discussion the Report was re-
ceived by a majority of 81 o 36.

REPORT OF ANNUITY-TAX COMMITTEE.

The Rev. Professor Robertson brought up
the report of the committee on the Lord Ad-
vocate’s Annuity-tax Bill, which expressed
satisfaction regarding the question of stipend
in future to be paid to each minister, also of
transferring the right of letting the pews of
the qity churches from the Magistrates and
Council to an Ecclesiasticn Commission; but
with regard to the patronage of the charges,
the committee thought that it should be vested
cither in the said Ecclesiastical Commission or
m the Crown. The committee furtherapproved
of the reduction of the three collegiate charges
to single charges, as compensation to the
Town Council for the transterence of the pa-
tronage of the city churches and the pew-
rents. The committee disapproved of sup-
pressing two parochial charges as proposed.
The comumittee thought that, while it might
be proper that the Ecclesiastical Commission
should have representatives from the Town
Council of Edinburgh aud frum the College
of Justice, yet they considered that a distinct
majority of the members of the Commission
should be men who enjoy the confidence of
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the Church. The committee approved of the
tax being made one on property, and made
redeemable at an equitable rate. ‘The com-
mittee recommend the Assembly to petition
Parliament approving generally of the provi.
sions and spirit of the bill, with the amend-
ments above mentioned.
WEDNEsDAY, May 23,

A deputation from the Presbyterian Church
in England was heard with much interest,
and the important services rendered by that
portion of the Chureh warmly recognized.

An Overture was introduced, and support.
ed by Dr. Hill, to enable ministers of other
denominations to be invited occasionally tu
occupy the pulpits of ministers of the Church

ot Scotland. ke Overture was opposed by '

Dr. Lee, and was at last, by a large majority,
referred to a committee, to enquire whether
the matter as the law stood, could or could
not be done. o ‘
The Scoonie Case was then taken up. This '
most important case we should have wished
to report at length in the Record, but our
space will only allow us to give the results,
Mr. Logie was presented to the parish of
Scoonie, and was objected to by nearly the
whole of the parishioners, they having st
their minds upon another minister. Mr. Lo-
gie was known to be a man of considerable
gifts and high character, and the great prin.
ciple was to be decided, whether Lord Aber.
deen’s Bill would allow so wide a latitude as
to reject a presentee on really no stronge
ground than that they preferred another mas.
After a long and able debate, in which most
of the leading men of the Church took pan,
it was decided by the large majority of 7,
viz., 159 to 85, that the appeal made by the
eople of Scoonie against the decision of the
gynod be sustained. So that it may be sit
that a last and final blow has thus been deat
to that long vexed questinn, the questiond
patronage.

TRURSDAY, May M.

Dr. Cook moved an Address of Congnte
lation to the Queen on the return of b
birth-day, which was unanimously agreedn
by the Assembly; after which the
tions for the Induction of Ministers we
taker up and discussed seriatim. Inth
evening the Kilfinnan Case was takenw
and after hearing evidence, &c., the Rev.l,
McIntosh was solemnly deposed for the criz
of drunkenness.

FrIDAY, May %

The Report of the Widow's Fund wasg
en in by Dr. Grant, and considered hig¥
satisfacfory.

A long discussion on the Church Ben
Act, in which it was contended that diff
attended the interpretation of the Al
Act, and that it was desirable that some
gislative action should take place, settingk
more clearly the powers of the people it
aypointment of Ministers. Procurator
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opposed any interference with the Act, and
was successful in a motion to that effect—60
to 33.

‘I'ne Report of Lay Association was given
in and agreed to.

SATURDAY, May 26,

The Rev. Dr. Muir gave in a Report on
Sabbath Observance, which was received and
adopted.

Dr. Craik gave in a long and wmost inter~
esting Report on Indian Missions, setting
forth many facts which we wilt take the op-
portunity of detaiting in a future number.
Dr. Cratk afterwards resigned the office of
Convener of that mission.

The Home Mission Report was next hand-
ed in, D. Crawford, Convenershowing an
amount of £5022 collected for that purpose,
and an expenditure £4969, which Report was.
unanimously adopted.

An Overture on Revivals was presented,
and a motion made by Dr. Dewar to the ef-
feet that ministers be recommended to express
especial thankfulness for the progress of vital

eﬁggion, which was agreed to.

Mr. Wilson’s—late of Iron Gray—applica-
tion to be reponed as a prohationer was, after
acommittee of enquiry, refused.

The subject of unexhausted Tiends and
sugmentations was then discussed, and the
Asembly adjourned till Monday.

Moxpay, May 28.

A Report of Specin} Committee on Indian
Churches was given in, after which Dr. Pirie
rad a Report on Education. A Report on
Sabbath Schools was given in by Dr. Leitch,
thowing a total attendance of 135,196 schol-
ars, and 11,246 teachers, embracing 1,143
wngregations.

A 3:ecial commission was appointed to
p to Guiana to inquire into certain ir-
egularities of ministers in connection with
r Church, and to deal with them according
o facts elicited in evidence.

Dr. Robertson gave in his Report on the
dowment Scheme, showing that the total
m subscribed now amounted to £397,011,
y which that not fewer than 150 new parish
turches may in a few years be permanently
ndowed.
"Many other Reports of great importance
1 interest were submiueg,rwhich we have
t space at present to notice, but which will
submitted in the next number of the
ecord.
The Assembly was dissolved in a long and
le eaﬂt‘idress by the Moderator, to the follow-
2 effect :
Right Rev. and Right Honorable,—Amid
v things to dishearten us—many things
cause sorrow and deep humiliation, we
¢asa Church abundant cause for thank-
ness, and many grounds of encouragement.
70 period nave our pulpits been more
erally filled with faitﬁfu and energetic
chers—wath rising, pious, and right-
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thinking young men, There may not, in-
deed, be many endowed with those high. ora-
torical gifts which cause men to hang on the
accents of their lips, and at times, I fear, to-
be attracted to sit under their ministry more
by the charms or quaintness of their eloguence
than by a desire to be guickened into divine
life, and become savingly acquainted: with the
truth as itis in Jesus. Though there may
be few such amongst us, I affivin that in the
gregate at no. period have- there been in the
Church of Scotland a larger amount of zeal-
ous and gified ministers of the Word—of
men who, knowing and feeling the influence
of the truth, communieate it with power and
persuasion to their flocks. 'Fhe partizanship
of party and of polemics. has given place to
the advocacy of the gospel and the advance-
ment of its cause. ‘The day was, and isin
the recolleciion of some whom I am now ad-
dressing, wiien beiug of Paul or Apollos, of
this or that section or party in the Church,’
was in the eyes of many the chief recommen-
dation to patronage and favor—the imprima~
tur without which, in many guarters, gifts
and attainments were barely recognised. A,
great and blessed change has come over all
this. The question now is, not under which
Gamaliel we have been trained—under which
banners we have enlisted ourselves—but whe-~
ther our heart is in the sacred work we have
undertaken—if we are anxious to sgeud and:
be spent in our Master’s cause—if the bring-
ing back perishing sinners to the fold, and to
feed them with the bread which endureth unto.
everlusting life, is the object of our prayers
and solicitude. Then, what a marvellous and
blessed change has come over our Church in
reference to missionary work and enterprise.
In many respects it is still with us the day of
small things. There is still,in many quar-
ters, a scantiness in eur ingatherings to be
deplored ; and in looking over the roli of our
missionary collection, blanks not unfrequent-
ly meet the eye—blanks which no sophistry,
in many instances, can explain away. Our
localities may be poor-—our wealthier parish-
ioners may belong t0 other communions, or
they may give with a stinting and niggardly
hand.  All this may explain why our castings
inio the treasury of our mission may be com-
paratively small, bit it does notin the aggre~
gate explain the existence of the blanks I
speak of. Surely the manse might do some-
thing to remove their ungainly appearance.
Surel , in our poorest and remotest localities,
some Christian man or woman is to be met
who would respond to a call earnestly, per-
severingly, and prayerfully made to assist in
the extension of Christ’'s kingdom, and who
would feel the command, * Go and preach
the Gospel unto all nations,” as binding in
all ages upon Christ’s people. But though
the scantiness of our ingatherings has to be
duplored, there has, nevertheless, a great and
blussed change taken placein the views and
doings of our Church in reference tomission~



168 ‘TIHE MONTHLY ‘RECORD OF
ary enterprise and exertion. When many of
us commenced our ministrations, there was a
positive indifference both amongst clergy and
people as _to the extension of Christ’s king-
dom ; and at a somewhat carlier date not
inerely indifference, but positive hostilitv.
The indifferen~ has to a large extent passsd
away. The hostility, if its exists, dare not
exhibit itself, and the contributions to our
pissionary schemes, including the Endow-
ment one in all its aspects, in all its length
and breadth and magnitude, exhibit an in-
gathering into Christ’s treasury, the antici-
pation of which would at no very remote pe-
riod have been derided in every quarter as
the dream of a heated imagination. Let all
this cheer and encourage us. Let us regard
itas a token of goed, that Goud is indeed
watering the vine which his own hand hath
planted and causing it to flourish and to bring
forth fruit.

CHURCH IN CANADA.

A digest of the proceedings of the Synod
of our Church in Canada will be given in our
next, i

PRESENTATION.

A very handsome pulpit gown, of the
value of £11, was presented by the ladies of
the congregation of Belfast, to their beloved
and popular pastor, the Rev. A. McLean.
Such presentations as the above, are not only
pleasing, but peculiarily encouraging to a
minister, valuable and important, far” above
their intrinsic worth, as affording an indes,
not only of faithful service on the part of the
. pastor, but a proof that these services are

apﬂ:reciated, on the Yart of the. people. Next

to liberal and regular payment of stipend,
these sffectionate mementoes afford a pleas-
ing and delicate proof that the laborer spend-
eth not his strength for naught, and we wish
that the duty of chronicling such incidents
were of more frequent occurrénce.

PRESENTATION TO REV, WM. MURRAY,
DALHOUSIE, N, B.

A Correspondent writing to us from Dal-
housie on the 10th June, communicates the
accompanying pleasing piece of local news.

« A Committee of the Ladies of St. John’s
Churck, Dalhousie, waitéd upon the Rev.
‘William Murray, on Thursday last, and pre-
sented him with 8 handsome Gown and (Q,as-
aock, as a small token of their regard, and of
their appreciation of his services as their
Pastor. .

“The same congregation have lately been
})reSented with a substantial Bell, the gift of

ames Hamilton, Esq., of Greenock.

¢ During the course, of the winter, the
Church was fitted_up with Fluid Lamps, by
George Haddow, Esq., of this place.

« It is pleasing to have 10 acknowledge such
proofs of liberality, and to_see that this con-
gregation is progressing. We trust that these
are only the precursors of good things to come,

THE CIIURCH OF SCOTLAND

and that while the Telegraph and other useful
undertakings are being prosecuted with vigor,
the good people of Dalhousie will not be one
whit behind their neighbors in their attentio:;
to Church matters.”—Gleaner.

MEETING OF SYNOD.

The Synad of the Church of Scotland i,
Nova Scotia, met_according to appointmen:,
in 8t. Andrew’s Church, Picton, on Wednes.
day, 27th ult., and we hope to be able to pre. |
sent our readers with 2 summary of thei
proceedings in our next.

Several articles intended for insertion i
the present number have been crowded ou,
to make way for Assembly news. The same
reason prevents us from giving our usus
« Monthly Review.”

iom ()

For the ‘Monthly Record.”

JEWISII MISSION.
1860. .
June, A friend.to the Jews, per Rev.
Mr. Pollok, . . . . . . i
Col. Gairloch Congregation, .
Col. Saltsprings ~ « .
Col. St. Andrews ¢ Pictou,

- £37 116
June 22, To Bank Cheque En-

closed Alex. Moris, Esg.,
‘T'reas. of Jewish and Foreign

Mission, Montreal, . . . £37 116

INDIA MISSION.
1860.
June, Col. St. James’ Church,
Charlottetown, P.E. 1, .
Col. Pugwash Congregation,
per Rev. Mr. Tallach, . .

YOUNG MEN’S SCHEME.
May, ~Col. Roger’s Hill Congre-

gation, . . . . . . .
Col, Cape John Congregation.

SYNOD FUND.
1860.
June, St. Matthew’s Congre-
gation, Pugwash, . . . .
Wallace Congregation, . . . .
Charlottetown Congregation,
St. Andrew’s Church, Halifax,

Wx. Gorvoy, T
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AYER'S CHERRY PECIORAL, teleanse it fram the system we must renovate the blop‘?
e e e by an alterative medicine, and invigorate it by healtig
FOR TIHE RAPID CURE 0¥ (food and exercise.  Such amedicine we;supply in €

Cangles, Caolds, Influenza, Hoarseness, Croup, Bron-i “Y Ty \ L2 o s “
sitis, Ineipient Consumption, and for the reliefof ( 'uu.l AYER'S C 9.\1 P‘OL ;\ D EXTRACT OF
‘ SARSAPARILLA,

Luteve Pateents in adeanced stages of the disease,
the most effectual remedy which the medical skill's

Disorders of the prulmonary organs are so prevalent!

Ll so fatal in our ever-changing climate, that a reli-} 4 i dovise for: this evervwl ailid
i antidote has been long and anvionsly our times cun devise for this everywhere prevaili

sought for d A .

s the whale community. ‘The indispensable -‘qh:ﬂi-"‘.",d fatal “}:ll‘fd‘\ . It is combined from the most a
< of such & remedy for popular use mnst he, core 5VC remedials that have been discovered for the ¢

auty of healthy operation. absence of danger from ' Pirzation of this foul disorder from the blood, at
widental over-doses, and adaptation to every patient the rescue of the system from its destruetive cons I
e or cither sox. These conditions lave been duenees. Heuce it should be employed for the cure '8
alized in this preparation, which, while it reaches 1Y% only, serofula, but also those other atfection ¢
sthe foundations of discase and ac's with unfailing which wrise from it, such as I‘.rup(n'e‘ and Nkin {{t‘ :
crtainty, is stil harmless to the most delicate fnva- {64 ;\" Authony’s Fire, Rose, or L".’/Sfl"»'lff{, Py ti
Lar tender infaut. A trial of many years has prove 205 Pustules, Blotehes, Bluins and Beils, Tuman -
1o the world that itis efficacivus in curing puhmon-: Tetter und Salt Rheum, Scald Head, Ringreorm, Ithe N
r complaints, bevand any remedy hitherto known 'l;z)rctmm, ‘.\y/;iu’l«f;; and Mercurul Jh.'wu.s'cx. ) l)mps{ 2
o mankind.  As time makes these facts wider and ! .'/‘l’f]"'"l-_, delii ; s ‘}"‘1, indeed, all Complaiats arg c
ctter huown, this medicine has gradually hecome a1 f o diated or Impure Biood. ,,r he popular by
uple necessity. from the log cabin of the American lief lmf I?w‘;‘:,“. f’}l THE ILOOD 18 foutu}m}rh g
asant to the palaces of European kings. 'l‘hmughwmu}'\ i‘r Serota is ‘f&“““““"‘; .o‘f th‘e bl"‘,".‘ o 1¢
.t this entire country, in every state, city, and in-ip“"““} ar purpose and virtue of this Sarsaparilla
cod almost every hamlet it contains, the (erry ta purife and regenerate tlu§ vital fluid, without whigiy
Y Isound health is hinpossible in contaminated constity %
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weforal is known by its works, Xach has living:,
sidence of its unrivalled usefulness, in some recover-; 0N
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BUSIXNESS C(\RDS AND ADVERTISEMENTS,

AN

1860.
[JAMES Mc¢PHERSON,

B (SUCCESSOR 10 Jas. DAWSON & SOX.)
holesule and Retail dealer in Writing, Drawing,
winting, Packing and Sheathing PAPERS, §e., §e.

‘Books and General Stationary,

FBOOKS, CIIARTS, MATHEMATICAL
& INSTRUMENTS, PAPER IIANGINGS,
) PAPER MACHIE GOODS, &e.

- ALSO :—IMPORTERS OF

tield, 6

arden, and Flower Seeds.
Old Stand, Water Strect, Pictou, N. S.

05 Prompt attention to all orders. ~ A liberal dis-,
fount allowed to wholesale purchasers. ‘

JAMES PATTERSON,

Has removed hisiplace of business to the large shop
oxt door to Mr. Jawmes [lislup, where he will keep
n sale a superior steck of

Books & Stationery Paper Hangings &

Seeds.

K In addition to the above, he has also just received )
E full su},ply of FAMILY GROCERIEN, all of]
B-hich will be sold at the very lowest prices.

¥ Pictou, June 1st, 1560.

] 6. E. Morton & Co.

MORTON'S MEDICAL WAREHOUSE,

3 HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA.
EstaBrisnen 1842.]  [RenNovaren 18534
E)calers in Patent Medicines, Perfumery, Periodicals,
3 and Books.

f -Agents for « The Illustrated News of the World,”

3 and all the principal Lordon Newspapers.

k' 13 Proprietary Articles received and supplied on
onsignment, and Provincial Agencies Established
\or their Sale.

James Hislop,
Waler Street, Pictou, N, S.,

BHas a largeand well-assorted stock of DRY GOODS.
Ready-made CroTHING, &c., always on hand, which
are offered at low prices for ready payment. Also,

Tea, Sugar, &c.

Dry Goods, Groceries, cte.

. TaE subscriber keep on hand the usual assortment
of DRY 6€00DS AND GROCERIES, &c.
. Pictou, Jan. 12, 1859. W. GORDON.

Ship Chandlery and Provision Store,

Royal Oak corner, Pictou, N. S.
Sures’ ORDERS put up with promptitude and ¢
¢ oney Adrvanced; Bills taken on the owners.
MALCOLM CAMPBELL.

Samuel Gray,

BARRISTER AND ATTORNEY AT LAW,
AND NOTARY PUBLIC,

“ Corne of Hollis and Sackville Streets,
OPTO° " . . D. NASH’S VARIETY STORE,
' .o LIFAX, N. S.

LANK BOOKS OF ALL XINDS, I.OG:

Rutherford Brothers, -
St. Jonux’'s aNb Harnor GRACE,
NEWEOUNDLAND. J

REFLRENCES,

Messrs. Jonx Essox & Co., Merchants, Il
fax, N. S.

Messrs. WM. Tamper & Soxs, Merchant
Liverpool. N
JMessrs. HENRY Baxsenmax & Soxs, Me
chants,” Manchester.
Messrs, Wi M‘Lakes, Soxs & Co., Mo
chants, Glasgow.

.

William A, Hessom,
MERCHANT TAILOR AND CLOTHIER

Orders from the country punctually uttended
Clergymen’s and Lawyer’s Gowns made
in the most modern style.

20 Granville Strect, IHulifux, N. S.

Alexr, Scott & Co.,

Generalwlm_poners of and Dealers in

BRITISH AXND FOREIGN DRY GOOD
49 George Strect, Halifax, N. S.

Archibald Scott,

COMMISSION MERCHANT & INSURAN

AGENT, EXCHANGE AND -~
STOCK RROKZER,

No. 30 Bedford Row, Halifax, N. S. .

AGENT YOR

Eagle Life Insurance Company of London,
ZEtna Insurance Company,

Hartford Firc Insurance Co., Hartfo
Pheenix Insurance Company, Conn.
Connecticut Mutual Life Ins. Co.,

Home Insurance Company of New York.

Card.

Dr. Wh. E. Cooxx has resumed the practice
rofession in the town of Pictou. :
Residence at the house in George Strect, xe
occupied by the late Mrs. William Browa.

Pictou, January, 1859.

" Doull & Miller,

‘Wholesale Importers and Dealers in
BRITISH, FRENCH AND AMERICAN
GOODS, GERMAN CLOTHS AND
HOSIERY, SWISS WATCHES. .

Halifaz, N. 8.

Duffus & Co.,

No. 3, Grancille Street, Halifax, N. 8,
IMPORTERS OF BRITISH AND FORE
. DRY GOODS.

JOHN DUFFUS. JAMES B. D
JOHN DUFFUS, JR.

e and well-assorted, stock of Dry
ready-made Clothing, etc., alwa{s on hand, w
offered’ te wholesale dealers at Iow prices for
appro¥ed credit. : :
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