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ADVERTISEMENTS,
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Ot]lcr_éli;(!llll(‘tlls

are used in the
preparation of
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@reakl‘astcocoa

which is absolutely
pure and soluble,
" | Ithas morethan three times
| the strength of Cocoa mixed
with Starch, Arrowroot or
Sugar, and is far more eco-
nomical, conllng less than one cent a cup.
It is delicious, nourishing, and EASILY
DIGESTED,
Sold by Grocers nerywhero.

W.BAKER & C0., Dorchester, Mass.

GIBBONS' TOOTHACHE GUM

Prepared by J. A. GIBBONS & CO., Toronto
and Buffalo. N.Y., and sold by Druggista. Price,
15 cents.

The Best Dressing

Prevents the hair from
becummg thin, faded,
anug  Eray, or
wh y, and
reserves
ts rich-
ness, luxe
uriance,
and color
to an ad-
, y vanced
period of
life. It cures itching humors, and keeps
the scalp cool, moist, and healthy.

Ayer’'s Hair Vigor,

Sold by Druggists and Perfumers.

I am hale and hearty and entirely free
from InAigestion since using

s TUTT FRUTT

Sold by D

T0 MOTHERS.

MRS. WINSLOW'S SOOTHING

has been use tl In Millions of Mothers for their
children while Teething for over Fifty Years,
It soothes the child, softens the gums, allays
all pain, cures wind coli¢, and is the best
remedy for diarrhoea,

TWENTY.FIVE CENTS A BOTTLE.

State Street, Boston, Mass,

Palpitation is one form
of indigestion. K.D.C.
cures indigestion and the
long train of ills attend-
ing it.

Free sample, guarantee
and testimonials sent to
any address. K. D.

Company, Ltd, New Glas
gow, N g Canada, or, 127

IREGULATES

THE

Bow !5, Bile and Blood

CURES

Constipation, Biliousness, all
Blood Humors, Dyspepsia,
Liver Complaint, Scrofula and
all Broken Down Conditions
of the System,

In orcering goods, or in making inquiry concerning anything advertised i this Magazine, you will oblige the
publisher, aswell as the advertiser, by stating that you saw the advertisement in THE SUNDAY S€HOOL BANNER.
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Sunlight in the Soul.

LLEWELLYN A, MORRISON,

(CarL hosanna from the shadows, soul of mine !
rejoice and sing !
Thou art safe within the shelter of the ever-
lasting wing,
Though the sin-press'd cry of sorrow from the
human heavenward roll,
When the Master smiles upon thee, there is
sunlight in the soul.
What a thrill of joy and peace,
Hath my being in control !
When I see His smiling face,
There is sunlight in the soul.

Though the burdens may be bitter, though un-
ceasing be the strife,
And the toilsome way be weary, yet they lead
thee unto life ;
Not a shadow nor a sorrow but shall vanish as
a scroll,
At the shining of His presence, there is sun-
light in the soul.
What a thrill of joy and peace
Hath my being in control !
When I see His shining face,
There is sunlight in the soul.

It is gladness in the morning, when His love
my love invites ;

It is resting in the noontime in the valley of
delights ;

It is glory at the even with my pleasures on
parole,

For the sweetness of His favor is the sunlight
of the soul.

What a thrill of joy and peace
Hath my being in control !

When I see His smiling face,
There is sunlight in the soul.

International 8. 8. Convention.

THE coming International Sunday - school
Conventions, to be held in St. Louis the first
v 2ek in September, promise to be of great in-
terest.  All Sunday-school workers who can
attend will find themselves well repaid for
going. The programme of the Inte:national
Convention is concerned with those problems
which relate more particularly to the United
States and Canada, while the World’s Conven-
tion will give us an outlook as to what is being
done by the Sunday-schools in all lands, It
will be worth a great deal to see the workers
from the different portions of the globe and to
hear them tell what the Lord has enabled them
to do. One can get inspiration enough in these
two gatherings to keep him going vigorously
for a long time to come.

The Executive Commitvee has wisely given a
place upon the International Convention pro-
gramme for a discussion of the international
system of lessons. It has been said that those
who have the say about the lessons are unwill-
ing to receive hints or to make any changes.
Tuis open invitation to speak about them is
proof to the contrary, The International Les-
son Committee has always been ready to receive
suggestions. If they have not adopted every-
thing that has been urged upon them, it has
been because some things were impractical,
some things conflicted with their instructions,
and in dome cases one recommendation has
been neutralized by one exactly opposed to it.
The Convention will afford a good opportunity
for all who have grievances a.bout the lessons
to air them. Those who are in favor of a com-
plete change of method can there speak their
mind. The consensus of opinion, as it will be
ex‘)ressed in the final verdict of the delegates,
will shape the work of the Lesson Committee
for the remaining years of the century. Doubt-
less that verdict, rendered as it will be by
actual workers in the Sunday-school, will indi-
cate what is the best practical system for the
schools as a whole.— Pilgrim Teacher,
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OUR PUBLICATIONS.

Fund ; and whereas the resources of this Fund
have been taxed to the utmost, and in fact
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DO NOT FORGET THE

SUNDAY-SCHOOL AID COLLECTION

REVIEW SUNDAY—SEPT. 24.

Tae claim: upon the 8. 8. Aid and Extension
Fund for 1892 were so many and so urgent that
the collection was overdrawn about $1,000.
Strenuous efforts were made during this year
to increase the Fund, which has been done to
the extent of about $800 in part payments on
grants and in_ Conference co lections, Grants
also were cut down about §80. But this leaves
the overdrawn account about the same as last

ear. It will be apparent, therefore, that there
is urgent need for continued increase in income,
The following resoiution was passed on this
subject by the Sunday-schoc Board on July

8th :

«'Whereas the Sunday-school Aid and Ex-
tension Fund has, during the past eighteen
years, rendered very valuable service in the
planting of new schools and helping of needy
schools by the distribution of nearly 850,000 in
grants of books and papers ; and whereas there
are many appointments yet without schools,
and must so remain, unless helped by this

be entitled to receive aid from the Fund. Sup-
erintendents of Circuits and Superintendents of
schools will kindly see that in every case the
collection is taken up. It should, when taken
up, be given in charge of the Superintendent of
the Circuit, to be forwarded to the District
Financial Secretaries, who shall transmit the
same to the Conference Sunday-school Secre-
tary, who shall in turn remit to Warrin,

Kennedy, Esq., Toronto, the lay Treasurer of
the Fund. The claims upon this Fund are in-
creasing faster than the Fund. We need a large
increase this year to even partially meet tﬁe
many applications made. No fund of this com-
paratively small amount is doing more good.

ExXTRACTS FROM LETTERS,

The following are extracts from a few only
out of several hundreds of letters received by
the Secretary of the Sunday-school Board,
showing the nature of the operations of the
S, S. Aid Fund, and the character of the benefits
it confers. It will be observed that these
schools are doing all they can to help them-
selves and to puy back part or the whuﬁa of the
grant given by the S. 8. Board :

From New Brunswick : ** I cannot find words
to express the welcome which these papers meet
in the schools, and also in the homes from which
no scholars can come.”

A missionary in Manitoba writes: ‘‘ Please
find enclosed $6 from our Sabbath-school at
.\‘tone{ Creek. This is one of the mission
schools 1 formed this year and to which you
gave books and papers, and I am sure that if
you could see the avidity with which these are
read, and know the good that they are doing,
you would be more than gratified.”

A brother in British Columbia writes : *“This
mission is over two hundred miles in length,
and we can only get a few scholars in a place,
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but we must do what we can to save them.
Although a very hard field, we rejoice that the
work o?(iod is making some advancement.”

Another missionary writes: * To those schol-
ars snd teachers who go on the Labrador, we
shall send papers. etc., during the fishing sea-
son, 80 as to keep them supplied with profitable
reading matter.” |

£ in Newfoundland writes: ‘* You
have no idea of the great good being done by
the supplies above named. Since my last, over
fifty or our Sunday-school Scholars have been
brought to God and joined the Church, many
of whom are grown-up young women, and a
a few young men and boys.”

WA minister in New Brunswick writes: ‘‘The
7 ople are all very poor, and not able to sup-
port a minister, and they think the next best
thing is to keep up their own Methodist School,
and to keep Methodist teaching alive among
their children.’

Another minister in New Brunswick writes:
“These precious papers are about the only reli-
‘ous literature ever put into some of these
omes. This fund is as truly a mission fund as
that which bears the name. Favoured ministers
of independent schools and churches, composed
from homes of intelligence little know how
hard the work is in uplifting children and
adults where parents, because poor, will’ not
spend a cent in religious literature,”

Py

Another missionary in Newfoundland writes:
““In some of the poorer homes, no other litera-
ture—periodical or otherwise—is ever seen.
The parents ‘ con’ the papers almost as eagerly
as the youngsters. Our enterprising Canadian
Church is doing a grand work in the gratuitous
distribution of healthy literature for juvenile
capacities. With many thanks on behalf of one
hundred and fifty delighted children,”

S

Bible Study.

More and more is the attention of the world
being concentrated on that grand old book, the
Bible. Around it the controversy of the ages
has gathered. Upon its pages generations of
the profoundest scholars and subtlest intellects
of [the race have euferly pored, some in the
sinister effort to undermine its authority and
invalidate its teachings; others, with the
earnest desire of comprehending those teachings
and submitting to its rule. No other book in
the world could endure such minute, such
microscopic study, without revelations of dis.
er ies and imperfecti But, like the
Hebrews of old, this book has come forth
unharmed from the fiery furnace of hostile
criticism ; nay, glistening with new lustre and
bright with added beauty.

( Continued on page 498. )

Opening and Closing Services.
THIRD QUARTER.

OPENING SERVICE.
L. Silence.
I1. Singing,
III. Responsive Sentences,

Surt. Blessed are the poor in spirit :
School. For theirs is the kingdom of heaven,
Supt. Blesued are they that mourn :
School. For they shall be comforted.
Supt. Blessed are the meek :
School. For they shall inherit the earth,
Supt. Blessed are they which do hunger and
thirst after righteousness :
School. For they shall be filled.
Supt. Blessed are the merciful :
School. For they shall obtain mercy.
Supt. Blessed are the pure in heart :
Sehool. For they shall see God,
Supt. Blessed are the peacemakers :
fhé:hgol. For they shall be called the children
0 od.

1V, Singing.
V. Prayer, closing with the Lord’s prayer.

VI. Responsive Reading of a Scripture Les-
son [not the Snndny-lchoo lesson for the day,
but appropriate to it],

VIL Singing.
LESSON SERVICR.
L Class Study of the Lesson,
11, Singing Lesson Hymn,

III. Recitation of Title, Golden Text, Out-
line, and Doctrinal Suggestion by the school in
concert.

IV. Review and Application of the Lesson,
by Pastor or Superintendent.

V. The Supplemental Lesson. [Special les-
sons in the Church Catechism may here be in-
troduced. ]

VL A ts (especially of the Church
service, and week-evening prayer-meeting).

CLOSING SERVICE,
1. Singing.
I1. Responsive Sentences,

Supt. Finally, brethren, whatsoever things
are true, whatsoever th are honest, what-
soever things are just, whatsoever things are
pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever
things are of report :

School. If there be any virtue and if there be
any praise, think on these things,

pt. And the God of peace shall be with
you.

III. Dismission.
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INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.
THIRD QUARTER: LESSONS FROM THE LIFE OF PAUL.
A. D. 60.] LESSON X. PAUL SHIPWRECKED. [Sept. 3.

GOLDEN TEXT. God is our yefuge and strength, a very present help in

trouble.
Authorized Version.
Acts 27. 3044,  [Commit to memory verses
42-44.)

30 And as the shipmen were about to flee out of
the ship, when they had let down the boat into
the sea, under color as thou h they would have
cast anchors out of the foreship,

31 Puul said to the centurion and to the soldiers,
Except these abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved.

32 Then the soldiers cut off the ropes of the
boat, and let her fall off.

83 And while the day was coming on Paul be-
sought them all to take meat, saying, This day is
the fourteenth day that ye have turried and con-
tinued fusting, having taken nothing.

84 Wherefore I pray you to take
this is for your health: for there
fall from the head of any of you.

35 And when he had thus gpoken, he took
bread, and fn\‘u thanks to God in lprn.\cncu of them
all ; und when he had broken it, he began to eat.

36 Then were they all of good cheer,
also took some meat.

37 And we were in all in the ship two hundred
threescore and sixteen souls.

38 And when they had euten enough, they light-
ened the ship, and cast out the wheat into the sea.

80 And when it was day, they knew not the
land : but they discovered a certuin ereck with a
shore, into the which they were minded, if it were
possible, to thrust in the ship.

40 And when they had taken up the anchors
they committed themselves unto the sea, and loosed
the rudder-bands, and hoised up the mainsail to
the wind, and made toward shore.

some meat ; for
shall not a hair

and they

41 And falling into a place where two seas met,
they ran the ship aground ;_and the forepart stuck
fust, and remained unmovable, but the hinder part
was broken with the violence of the waves.

2 And the soldiers’ counsel was to kill the pris-
oners, lest any of them should swim out, und
\'\('(llll'-

43 But the eenturion, willing to save Paul, kept
them from their purpose: and commanded that
they which could swim should cast themsclves first
into the sea, and get to land:

44 And the rest, some on boards, and some on
broken pieces of the ship. And 80 it came to piss,
that they eseaped all safe to land.

TIME.—A. D. 60. PLACE.—St. Paul's
Bay, Mualta. RULERS,—Same as last lesson.
DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION,.—Relation of
faith and works,

Psaln 46, 1.
Revised Version.

80 And as the sailors were seeking to flee out
of the ship, and had lowered the boat into the
sea, under color as though they would lay out
anchors from the foreship, Paul said to the cen-
turion and to the soldiers, Except these abide
2 in the ship, ye cannot be saved. Then the
soldiers cut away the ropes of the boat, and let
her fall off. And while the day was coming on,
Paul besought them all to tuke some food, say-
ing, This day is the fourteenth day that ye wait
and continue fasting, having taken nothing.
Wherefore 1 beseech you to take some food:
for this is for your safety : for there shall not a
hair perish from the liead of any of you. And
when he had said this, and had taken bread, he
gave thanks to God in the presence of all : and
3 he brake it, and begen to cat. Then were they
all of good cheer, and themselves also took
food. And we were in all in the ghip two
hundred threescore and sixteen souls. And
when they had caten enough, they lightened
the ship, throwing out the wheat into the sea.
And when it was day, they knew not the land :
but they perceived a certain bay with a beach,
and they took counsel whether they could drive
the ship upon it. And casting off the anchors,
they left them inthe sea, at the same time loos
ing the bands of the rudders ] and hoisting up
the foresail to the wind, they made for the
beach. But lighting upon a place where two
seas met, they ran the vessel aground § and the
foreship struck and remained unmovable, but
the stern began to bresk up by the violenee of
9 the waves. And the soldiers’ counsel was to
kill the prisoners, lest any of them should swim
3 out, and cscape. But the centurion, desiring
to save Paul, stayed them from their purpose;
and commanded that they which could swim
should east themselves overboard, and get first
44 to the land : and the rest, some on planks, and
some on other things from the ship. And so it
came to pass, that they all escaped safe to the
land.

34
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HOME READINGS.

M. Paul shipwrecked, Acts 27. 30-44.
Tu, Perils anticipated, Acts 27, 7-18.
W. Cheerful courage.

Acts 27, 14-26.
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Th, Perils by sea. 2 Cor, 11, 23-30,
F. Dangers of the sea, Psalin 107, 23-31,
S. Source of true courage, Psalm 46, 1-7.
8. Trust in God. Psalm 56, 1-11,

LESSON HYMNS,
No. 52, New Canadian Hymnal.

The Lord’s our Rock, in him we hide,

No. 51, New Canadian Hymnal.

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord.

No. 149, New Canadian Hymnal,

I heard the voice of Jesus say.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,
1. Trusting, v. 30-37,

What was discovered on the fourteenth night ¢
(Verses 27, 28,)

What was done to save the ship ?

What did the sailors do?

What was the warning of Paul ?

What was done by the soldiers ?

What did Paul urge them todo?

How long had they been without food? Why ?

What promise did Paul give ?

How had he reccived assurance? (Acts 27, 24.)

What example did he set !

What did Paul do befere eating?

How is this an example for us?

How did Paul’s conduet affect those who were |

present ?

How many were there?

Why was Paul so cheerful in danger ?

Can we be like him ?

What is the GoLvex Texr?
2. Working, v. 35-41.

What work did the sailors do after eating? For
what purpose ?

What did they see at daylight ?

What did they undertake to do ?

How did they do it ?

What was the result ?

Ought we to do anything if we are trusting God
for salvation? (Phil, 2. 12.)
3. Saved, v. 42-44,

What did the soldiers propose to do? Why ?

Is this the way modern soldicrs and sailors be-
have?

What did ulia centurion do? For what reason ?

What forces have led to the great difference be-
tween the ancient and modern estimate of human

How did they reach land ?

Who preserved their lives 7

How was Paul a blessing to the other prisoners?

What benefit may Christians prove to those about
them?

Practical Teachings.

Where in this lesson do we learn—

1. That we should trust in the promise of God ?
That, while trusting Go 1, we should use every
t!

9

3 t, though we may trust and work, our
salvation is ot God ? :

Hints for Home Study.

1. Read the account of Paul's entire journey
from Cuesarea,

2, Tabulate the centurions of the New Testa-
ment, and say what each did,

3. Muke a little * dictionary ™ of the peculiar
| nautieal phrases of this lesfon, giving, if' possible,
| the modern equivalent of each.

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.
1. Trusting, v. 30-37.
What cowardly act were the sailors about to do ?
What did they pretend they were going to do ?
What did Paul say to prevent their going ¢
What di1 the soldiers then do ?
What duty did Paul urge upon them all 2
How long had they fasted ?
Of what did he assure them?
What good example did he set them ?
How did his act affect the others ?
How many people were on the ship?
| What was the source of Paul's confidence?
| (GorLpex Text.)
E 2. Working, v. 38-41,
What did they do after they had euten ?
What discovery did daylight bring ?
What did they determine to do ?
How did they carry out their plan
What accident befell the ship ?
Ilow many times was Paul shipwrecked?
(2 Cor. 11. 25.)
3. Saved, v, 4244,
What did the soldiers wish to do with the pris-
oners {
Who prevented this eruelty ?
Why did the centurion interfere ?
What command did he give?
How many reached the land safely ?
Of what promise was this a fulfillment? (Verse
24.)

Teachings of the Lesson.
Where in this lesson are we shown—

1. A lesson of trust ?

2. A lesson of labor?

life ?

3. A lesson of gratitude ?

S N Ut < -
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Home Work for Young Bereans.
Find a psalm deseribing a storm at sen.
Find how many persons in the Bible fasted
forty days.
Find instances where Christ blessed food before
giving it to others.

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

Whom did Festus send to Rome to be tried ?
Paul and some other prisoners.

In whose care were they ? In the carve of a
centurion.

What came while they were on the sea? A
great storms

Who were very much afraid ! The sailors.

What did they wanttodo ! Escape inalittle
boat.

Who prevented this? Paul.

Who was brave and calm in all the danger?
Paul.

What did he show? Real faith in God.

How many people were in the ship? Two
hundred and seventyssix.

What did they find they were near ! The land.

What did they decide to scek there ? Safety.

What did the soldiers want to do? Kill the
prisoners.

Who would not allow this? The centurion.

In what condition was the ship? Nearly
broken in pieces.
How did the men get to the land? They

swam ashore.

How many reached the shore? All were
saved.

Words with Little People.

The life in this world is like a voyage; every-
thing looks bright and fair at first, but by and by
Trouble of some kind comes to all

Then the one comfort comes from
e can save his children in the

u storm rises,
who live here.
faith in God.
worst storms,
Whisper Motto.
Have faith in God.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

BY ROBERT R. DOHERTY, PH.D.

General Statement.

Our last lesson gave us Paul’s appeal to Ceesar.

As a consequence of this appeal, Agrippa and Festus

sent him to Rome ; and so his long-cherished hope of making a visit to the imperial eity was real-

ized in & way of which he had never dreamed, and from which he would have shrunk.
with other prisoners, in charge of Julius, * a centurion of Augustus’ band,” or, as we would say, ¢
They started from Cwsarea, and ** touched at Sidon.”

tain of the Augustan Guard.

He was placed,

Being driven

 contrary winds,” they went to Myra, in Asia Minor, and there the party was transferred to a ship ot

Alexandria bound for Rome.

From the outset their second voyage was storiy and dangerous.

When

the tempestuous wind called Euroclydon struck the ship, they were driven clear out, past Clauda, and

suffered extremely.
gives the climax.

Then came the shipwreck off the coast of Melita, or Malta,
Paul acted in all emergencies with a quict consciousness of power, which largely

of which our lesson

sprang from his unruffied faith in God ; and, though a despised prisoner, he became the actual com-

mander.

He wisely advised the centurion, perceived the adroit but despicable trick of the sailors, in-

fused hope into the discouraged erew, induced the motley crowd of soldiers, sailors, passengers, and pris-
oners to cat o meal together in good fellowship, and by his own matchless character became at length
the direct means of saving the lives of his captive associates,

Verses 30«32, The shipmen. The sail-
ors. Were about to flee, While pretend-
ing to cast anchors from the ship's prow, they
meant to desert in the darkness, and leave soldiers
and prisoners to their fate. Under color as
though means ** with the pretext of,” or * mak-
ing believe that.” The foreship is the bow.
How utterly despicable were these men! Sailors
now are often abandoned sinners 3 but it would be
a rare horror if such a plan as this were made by
the erew of any sinking vessel in our day ; and if
such sailors ever reached land,they would be held in
utmost contempt and promptly punished. Butin the
old Roman daysno nobler course would be expeeted.
It was doubtless this universality of mgauness and
treachery that led Paul to suspect the sailors. It

is the Christianity of which Paul was the apostle—
and that alone—which has brought about this dif-
ference between his time and ours. Even men
who are personally wicked and mean are now af-
fected by the mobler ideals which Jesus intro-
duced into the world. (1) The Christian should
pray and labor for all men, regardless of their charac-
tor and deserts. 'The centurion, He was cou-
mander of one hundred men, and might be ranked
with the captains of our regular armies. Except

these abide. This was self-evident ; the sail-
ors were needed to work the ship. Ye cannot
be saved. Paul's own life was promised, for he
must needs * see Rome ;7 but thelives of his com-
panions were conditional upon their efforts to save
themselves ; 50 he says ** ye,” not we.” (2)Strong
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JSaithin God should be united Iu wise, vigorous ¢f-
fort. 'The soldiers cut off the ropes. The
little boat, suspended from the vessel's side, was
invaluable ; but they thus threw it away to thwart
the suilors’ treason—a desperate remedy, (3) We

must be ready to give up the most precious things of

life to save our souls,

33.36. Day was coming on., Before
the fuint dawn on which their fainter hopes
depended.  Great physical toil and mental strain
must come with daylight; and they needed a re-
newal of st ugth and of hope. Nothing would
minister 1 re dircetly to these than “a meal
eaten tor ther,”  Paul, the prisoner, uncon-
seious! omes commander; he is calm in dis-
tres in emergency, and unselfish in motive
—the only man on board who combines * presence
of mind” with forethought. The fourteenth
day must count from the day of the last regular
meal. Taken nothing., This may not have
been meant literally, and yet in the cases of many
it was probably quite literally true. When men
expect death minute by minute they cannot eat.
Meat means food in a general sense; health
means safety, preservation. There shall not a
hair fall. This was a venerable proverb for per-
fect safety, See 1 Sam. 14. 45; 2 Sam. 14, 11;
1 Kings 1. 52; Luke 21. 18, (4) No hkarm can
come to him who s in God's hand. (5) But
we should religiously care for our physical and men-
tal condition. Gave thanks to God. He thus
showed his religious principles as a pious Jew,
In presence of them all, Not ashamed to
confess God before godless and scornful unbe-
lievers, (6) Christians should ** ask a blessing” or
“return thanks before every meal. Broken it.
Oriental bread was made in biscuits, and was
never cut, but broken. Began to eat. An act
which on that occasion was more inspiring and en-
couraging than the most eloquent words Paul could
have spoken. Then were they all of good
cheer. The whole pany, officers, i
sailors, prisoners, and passengers (Luke and Arm-
tarchus were probably on board). (7) A thoroughly
cheerful person is one of God's most useful helpers.

37. 'Two hundred threescore and sixteen.
A vessel carrying so many people, besides a full
cargo of wheat, must have been as large as most
of the ships that traverse the Mediterranean at
present; but it was not larger than others de-
scribed by ancient writers. Doubtless all on
board were counted while they ate ; they expected
to soon reach the shore, and the * roll” may have
been called as a preventive of desertion.

38. Throwing out the wheat. The cargo,
doubtless spoiled by the salt water, made the vessel
sit deeply in the sea. The ship could be beached
more easily after the grain was thrown overboard.

39. They knew not the land. They were
far out of their course, and could not recognize the

shore, A certain creek with a uhorc. Bet-
ter, ““ a certain bay with a beach.”  This has been
shown to be the well-known * 8t, Paul's Bay,”
on the northeast point of the island of Malta, be-
tween Koura Point and the small island of Salmo-
netta, A shore means a sloping beach, They
were minded. They made up their minds. To
thrust in the ship. To run her ashore,

40, The Revised Version makes the meaning
of this verse plain.  They cut loose their anchors,
and left them in the deep ; they did not “commit
themselves unto the sea.” Loosed the rudders
bands. Ancient ships were guided by two great
oars with broad blades fastened to the sides of the
stern.  These had been tied up while the ship was
at anchor, and were now let down to steer the ves-
sel toward the bay., Hoised is an old word for
hoisted. The mainsail should be * the foresail,”
a temporary small sail raised at the bow, to obtain
steerageway for the vessel.

41. A place where two seas met, The
place where the current of the bay is met by a
current flowing between Salmonetta and Malta,
A sand bar, or shoal, washed up by the opposing
waters, Ran the ship aground. The beach
where the vessel grounded has since been washed
away, but the dip of the geologic strata shows that
it must have been there formerly, The hinder
part was broken. It was ‘“in decp water, and
exposed to the force of the current.”

42, Kill the prisoners. Just as hope dawns,
a new danger arises; the savage soldiers, who
were held personally rcs]xmmbh. for their t.hnrg(,
even suffering the p 1 t of each
prisoner, were not satisfied by a mere roll call
Dead men were the only men they could trust not
to run away. Here is another revolting glimpse
of the lack of humanity which prevailed every-
where until Christ's teaching and example 18av-
ened the world, The best minds and hearts of
Rome would have approved the execution of these
soldiers if their prisoners had escaped, and would
have justified them if they had murdered Paul and
his fettered companions,

43, 44. The centurion, willing to save
Paul, “Willing” means desiring, determining,
Paul’s character took astonishing hold of all who
met him, Kept them from their purpose.
So once more, by the value of his own life, the
apostle becomes the means of saving others. They
which could swim . . . first. That they
might be ready to assist the rest on landing. Paul
was probably among those who could swim, for he
had thrice before been shipwrecked, and had once
been for a day and a night in the deep (2 Cor.

1. 25). And the rest. All this sentence belongs
to the centurion’s order. 'They escaped all
safe. When the count was made on the shore, it
was found that not one life had been lost; this
was what Paul had declared would be the case.
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CRITICAL NOTES.

REV. CHARLES HORSWELL, PH.D., GARRETT BIBLICAL INSTITUTE, EVANSTON,

This fine bit of realistic description is above com-
ment, and should be read together with the entire
narrative in chapter 27 in order to get its full force.
A detailed consideration of its aceuracy and con-
sistency would exceed the limits of these notes.
For such treatment the reader is referred to Cony-
beare and Howson’s Life and Epistles of St. Paul,
where nautical authorities are quoted to show the
inherent truthfulness of the narative. The writer,
St. Luke, must have been on the ghip, otherwise
his description would not have been so vivid and
real,

Verse 30. Lowered the boat. The same
boat that they had hoisted up to secure it from the
fury of the storm just after leaving Fair Havens
(verse 17). Would lay out anchors from
the foreship. Sce verse 20. Some objectors
have maintained the improbability of this account
on the basis that anchors are not put out from the
stern, but it has been shown by experienced sea-
men that such is often the case.

31. Except these abide in the ship, ye
cannot be saved. Paul shrewdly appeals to
the self-interest of the centurion and soldiers.
Chalmers has a famous sermon on this verse and
verse 22, in which he endeavors to show the con-
sistency of human means with the doctrine of pre-
destination. * God, who made the end certain,
made the means certain also. It is true that the
end was certain to happen, and it is true that tho
end would not happen without the means; but God
secured the happening of both, and so gi sure-
ness and consistency to the passage before us.”

This Christian fatalism follows if we are sure that |

God’s ways objectively correspond with our sub-
jective logical process. The doctrine of predestina-
tion is beautifully consistent to thought, but is
diametrically opposcd to experience. We do feel

free, and, as Dr. Johnson used to say, “that's the |
end on’t.”  Our freedom would mean nothing if |

we were compelled either by God or man to our
choices. Whichever doctrine we press, there rises
difficulties. The absolute sovereignty of God
seems to reduce men to passive things in the hands
of a supreme pewer. The freedom of the human
will seems to deny the omniscience and omnipo-
tence of God, introducing a destructive dualism
into the universe by which the plans of the Infi-
nite may be thwarted by finite beings. But logical
conclusions are often dangerous, especially beyond
the range of experience.  For example: I have a
garden of one acre.  One man can dig it in a day,
two men in halfaday, fourin a quarter of a day, and
s0 on, the time diminishingin the same proportion
as the number of men increases. But how long
will it take a million men to dig the garden?

Logic draws us to an absurdity. Life, human,
much less divine, cannot be reduced to logie.
Hence we cannot accept predestination, however
logieal, if it directly contradiets man’s freedom.
The fact is, God is sovereign and man is free, and
even if these two statements do seem to clash log-
ically here within the range of our vision, we must
remember, first, that logic is mnot supreme, and,
secondly, that as we see little of the curve of truth,
perhaps beyond our present vision these two doe-
trines may blend into a perfeet harmony.

33. This is the fourteenth day. It has
been carefully estimated that it would take a vessel
drifting before the wind about fourteen days to
drive from the island of Candia to Melita, a dis-
tance of from four hundred and seventy-six to five
hundred and four miles, Have taken nothinge
Not to be understood absolutely, of course.

34-36. Paul here presents the picture of a man
of rare good sense and simple piety. Use the
means God supplies you, and thank him heartily
for them.

37. Two hundred threescore and six=
teen souls, Sce margin of Revised Version.

40. And casting off the anchors, they
left them in the sea, More consistent with the
needs of the case than as represented in the text
(though not in the margin) of the Authorized
Version. Loosing the bands of the rudders,
Not like our modern rudders, but two broad oars,
or blades, let out from the stern and used much in
the manuer of a sculling oar. When the anchors
were dropped these rudders were drawn up and
lashed out of the way. Hence, when the anchors
were cast off the bands of the rudders were loosed,
so that they might be used in further management
of the ship.

42. And the soldiers? counsel was to kil
the prisoners, inaccordance with their required
duties as servitors of Roman law.

43. But the centurion, desiring to save
Paul, The centurion’s sense of gratitude ant
his humanity were greater than legal bonds,
Happy is the man who knows when to overste)
the conventions and proprieties !

44. And so it came to pass. God's purpost
fulfilled by the use of human means.

The Lesson Council.

Question 1. Werethe prophetic gifts of apostles
(verses 24, 81) constant or occasional 2 Did they
possess inspiration on all matters or only at certain
times ?

“ Prophetic” here does not refer to the New
Testament iden of revealing truth or facts to
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the human consciousness, but to a foretelling of
future events, This * gift "’ was always occasional,
us in the lives of Elijah, Ezekiel, Daniel. It was
certainly so with the apostles, so far as they had
such a prophetic gift. Paul did not possess any
such detailed knowledge of the future when he
said, I go bound in the spirit to Jerusalem, not
knowing the things that shall befall me there.”
The law of prophecy is, ** Holy men of old spake
as they were moved by the Iloly &host.” This
quotation applies also to the second question, The
apostles only possessed “inspiration” in those
matters concerning which the Holy Ghost moved
them. *“Inspiration” of that special form that
produced Scripture was limited to receiving and
making known facts and truths needed in connec-
tion with the kingdom of God.—Rev. Samuel L.
Beiler, Ph.D.

Question 2. s fasting at the present time an
obligation upon Christians? If so, when should
Christians fast ?

Physical fasting grows out of spiritual struggles.
Almost every earnest preacher is 8o absorbed in
his work that he eats very little before preaching.
The same is true of a great many people during re-
vival services or in times of great anxiety. An
illustration of the first ground of fasting is found
in Jesus’s lack of hunger during his conversation
with the woman of Samaria, and of the second in
David’'s fasting during the illness of his son.
There is no obligation resting upon Christians to
observe fasts mechanically ; but frequent fasting
will grow out of the spiritual struggles of every
earnest soul.—Rev. J. W. Bashford, D.D.

Question 3. Was the soldiers’ wish to kill the
prisoners @ ¢ or exceptional case of heath
oruelty ?

Common. In Rome the Coliseum and the great
circus, which seated many thousands of people, il-
lustrated heathen cruelty. In one spectacle ten
thousand men fought in the arena at once. Clau-
dius pleased the spectators who blackened the sur-
rounding hills by sending one thousand nine hun-
dred men to a naval battle upon Lake Fucinus.
A slave was chopped fine and thrown upon the
water to bait fish, Criminals were exposed to en-
raged bulls, Christians were merrily burned in
shirts of pitch. Christian maidens were plunged
into boiling pitch. Convicts were sent to the
mines with one eye gouged out and the sinews
of one leg severed with red-hot irons,—Rev, A, H.
Briggs.

Question 4. In what way were the people in
the ship given to Paul ?

Probably nothing more was meant than that there
should be no loss of life. If it be supposed that

the promise also included the conversion of the
ship’s company, it is enough to reply that there is
no intimation of such an event, although the
narrative is remarkable for the minuteness of
its details, The lives of all on the ship were
spared probably in answer to prayer, certainly by
divine interposition, but apparently by natural
means, A condition, however, was imposed :
 Except these abide in the ship, ye cannot be
saved.” All God’s promises to individuals are
conditional.— Kev. William P. Davis, D.D.

Analytical and Biblical Outline.

The Disciple a Blessing to Others,
I. By Foresienr,
Except these abide. v. 81,
“Secret of the Lord.
14.
“ Faith without works....dead.” James 2, 26,
1I. By ENCOURAGEMENT.
Besought. .. .to take meat. v. 5.
“ Be of good cheer.” Acts e
T will be with thee.” Isa, 43. 2,
IIL. By Promise,
Shall not a hair fall. v. 34,
numbered.” Matt. 10, 30,
‘Commit thy way.” Psalm 87, b,
1V. By ExamrLe.
Took bread, and gave thanks. v. 85.
Do all to the glory of God.” 1 Cor, 10. 81,
“In word or deed.” Col, 8, 17,
V. By Errorr.
They lightened the ship, v. 3.
* Work out your....salvation.” PHl, 2, 12,
“ Give diligence.” 2 Peter 1. 10,
VI. By INFLUENCE.
Willing to save Paul. v. 43,
 Encampeth and delivereth.” Psalm 84, 7.
“Ye shall be a blessing.” Zech. 8. 13.

fear him.” Psalm 25,

Thoughts for Young People.
Some Traits of a Great Man,

1. A great man is shown by great emergencies,
which alurm lesser men, The storm showed that
a poor prisoner was the true captain of the ship.

2. A great man kas an ¢ye to everything and a
plan for everybody. The one man on the vessel
who thwarted plots and showed forethought was
Paul, (Verses 80-32.)

3. A great man is calm in the greatest danger,
and thereby imparts confidence to others, (Verses
33-36.)

4. A great man is never afraid of other men, or
afraid to show his convietions in their presence.
Paul showed moral courage in his giving of
thanks. (Verse 35.)
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Be A great man impresses his greatness upon
others. Every person brought in contact with
Paul saw in him the tokens of a noble character.
(Verse 43.)

Lesson Word-Pictures.

BY REV. E. A, RAND.

Night upon the great sea! And what a night!
The stars gone ; a thick veil of blackness obscur-
ing the heavens; huge billows towering and
tumbling; awful mountains shooting up, and
then there is u sinking down into such deep
abysses ! The mountains will surely topple over
and bury everything afloat, that will then sink
into these chasms opening like graves between
billow and billow. But is anything afloat ¢ Yes,
somewhere in the darkness a ship is fighting with
this terrible storm, trying to outlive its wrath.
But a worse enemy is threatening it, and that is a
lee shore ! Along the flooded decks the little pyg-
mies have been crawling, anxiously sounding,

finding twenty fathoms, then fifteen, and  soon
they may find—death ! Yes, an awful fate is
drawing, drawing this unhappy vessel ncarer and
nearer to that terrible lee shore, like a snake that
fascinates a bird, like a maeclstrom sucking a log
into its merciless vortex, like a great magnet at-
tructing powerfully, fecling through the waters for
its vietim and then wooing it to its death.

Yes, that fate is coming nearcr, nearer. The
crew want to eseape from it. In the darkness
they are slyly lowering the boat into the sea, and
will quickly be off. Hark! Someone objeets, He
is a prisoner; a chain grips his arm. Ile tells the
soldiers that the erew must not go. Good! The
Roman soldiers ereep to the vessel's rail, and with
sharp knives cut the boat’s ropes.

Still nearing that awful lee shore. But day is
not far away. A very thin light is stretching over
the sea. You don’tsec things distinetly, but they
are all the more impressive and awful because the
waves swell into such immense masses of black-
n And such noises—the storm howling and
hissing through the rigging, while the waves dash
and crash and thunder against the vessel without
rest.

But now leave the dripping decks,
down where the passengers are gathered. Such
sighs and groans and sobs! Such weeping and
wailing! 0, if they had never left home!

Jut hark !

I hear a chain clanking.

And there is that prisoner again.

He has a suggestion to make.

How good his voice sounds !

How one man’s faith goes to the front and bears
on and lifts up others! He is urging them to eat
with him; and does he say, too, not a hair shall
fall from the head of anyone? Yes, and he has

SCHOOL BANNER.
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aken bread ; but look, listen! He bows his
head, and there in that fearful hour he utters the
name of God ! O, music of \ith that so stills the
beating heart ! Yes, he thanks God, takes cour-
age, eats ; and they all, with hope in their faces,
break the long, weary fast.

And still all this time the helpless vessel is
drawing nearer that awful lee shore.

And will they need another meal ?

Why keep any of the wheat aboard ?

They drag it to the vessel's rail and piteh it into
The ship may ride more casily the backs

als

the sea.
of these, big storm-billows.

And now it is day !

What & demoniac fury it lights up everywiicre!
Just over there, too, is that dreaded lee shore!
There are the breakers howling and frothing and
working like ghostly hunds that are reaching out
and clutching a vietim.

No escape from the impending wreck.

3ut may they not give the vessel to the fury of
the wind and the waves, and let them bear it high
up the beach, at least far into that creek they can
sce! Now cast off the anchors, loose the rudder-
bands, up with the mainsail, and give the vessel to
wind and wave! On it rushes! Soon, what a
shock! The ship is aground ! The breakers like
ponderous hammers smite the stern. It yields, it
parts, it is crumbling Into the bows the
affrighted crew and passengers are crowding.
What terrified faces!

o, ho! what do the soldiers prop we? Kill the
prisoners, and with them the one man who has
brought hope and courage to the despairing vessel?
No, no; the centurion shakes his head.

Overboard, all!  Everyone for himself! Into
that fearful sea they plunge. It may be a board,
a box, a bench, an oar, to which they cling, but
there they are, pushing away ! The sea is alive
with them, and all are struggling!  Keep on, faint
hearts! You have a promise of the Lord, and it is
more than a life-preserver! There they are, one
after the other struggling out of the boiling surf,
all ashore, all saved! Thank God, for it was the
will of the Lord that did it, announced by the man
with a chain on his arm.

Orientalisms of the Lesson.
BY J. T. GRACEY.

Saint Luke was a physician, and we are accus-
tomed to have our attention called to his careful
and accurate statements in all his writings from a
physician’s standpoint ; but scientific accuracy
seems to have been his peeuliarity in all other
departments.  An illustration of this is found in
his astonishingly minute and extremely accurate
use of nautical terms. It is said, * No one writer
in the whole range of Greek and Roman literature
has supplied us (it may be doubted whether all




Sept. 3.

bows his
itters the
stills the
kes cour-
weir faces,

vessel is

teh it into
the backs

erywiicre !
lee shore!
thing and
aching out

he fury of
car it high
k they can
he rudder-
1e vessel to
m, what a
eakers like
It yields, it
s bows the

crowding.

Kill the
m who has
ring vessel?

self! Into
be a board,
y cling, but
sea is alive
ep on, faint
rd, and it is
hey are, one
boiling surf,
r it was the
by the man

SSOn.

¢ are accus-
o his careful
tings from a
ic accuracy
in all other
+is found in
iely accurate
o one writer
an literature
~ whether all

Sept. 3.]

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER, 471

put together have supplied us) with so much in-
formation concerning the merchant ships of the
ancients as Luke in the narrative of St. Paul's
voyage to Rome in Acts 27 and 28.”

This narrative speaks of three ships, two of
which were large enough to take two hundred and
seventy-six passengers, besides of* cers, erew, and
cargo.  Lucian deseribes an  Alexundrian corn
ship which, it is estimuted, measured one thousand
or one thousand two hundred tons; a ship of
Ptolemy Philadelphus .s supposed to have been
much larger. Even us late as Louis 1X the Medi-
terranean ships were found with two rudders, and
the coin of King Edward III shows the same
method of steering. In the personification of
ships the ancients painted one eye on each bow.
The Chinese paint an eye on the bow of their
junks, and say, ‘‘ Have no eye, can no see; can no
see, how can he walkee?”  And Luke says, The
vessel could not * bear up,” literally, * look at”
the wind. Lucian’s ship had the goddess Isis
painted on the bow, as Paul’s third ship had Cas-
tor and Pollux. Ptolemy’s great ship carried
twelve * undergirders” (cable chains), for passing
round the ship to strengthen it to sustain a storm.
The modern Greek eraft anchors from the stern, as
this ship of Paul’s did.

The sea phrases which Luke heard on board the
Castor and Pollux may be heard now among the
seamen who navigate the same waters, The Ad-
miralty Office of Athens presceribes nautical terms
for its national vesscls, many of which are pre-
cisely the same as are found in this chapter.

The process of runuing the vessel ashore, head
on, as deseribed in this chapter, is illustrated by a
Crimean letter in Z%e Times, of London: * The
Lord Raglan (merchant ship) is on shore, taken
there in a most sailorlike manner. Directly her
captuin found he could not save her, hé cut away
his mainmast and mizzen, and setting a topsail
on her foremast, ran her ashore stem on,”

By Way of Illustration.
BY JENNIE M. BINGHAM.

Verses 30-34, 88-41. Faith should be joined to
wise effort.  Faith is an active, not a passive, vir-
tuey it is not, as it has sometimes been defined,
just trusting in God; it is *“ trusting in God and
keeping one’s powder dry.”  Faith consists not in
believing that God will do for us what we can do
for ourselves, but in undertaking to do with cour-
age and hope the work he has given us to do, be-
cause he will help us.

Turn to the eleventh chapter of Hebrews, and see
how the Bible heroes show their faith by their
work, By faith Noah built an ark; by faith
Abraham went on a pilgrimage ; by faith Moses

turned his back on Judea and became the great
statesman of Hebrew history ; by faith men sub-
dued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, waxed
valiant in fight, turned to flight the armics of
aliens. The real faith cure is that which finds
what are the remedies God has provided mankind,
and uses them, To do nothing but pray is not
faith j it is unfaith.

Verses 85-38. A mun of faith and courage be-
comes a leader in an emergency. Mr. Moody, on
board the sinking Spree, was regarded by all the
passengers us their providential leader in the hour
of danger. * We did not discuss Calvinism or the
bigher criticism,” says Moody, * but we prayed,
and the Lord answered our prayers in giving me
such calmness that I went to my berth to sleep
quietly and restfully 3 and we believe he answered
our prayers in stilling the wind which was driving
us from the steamers’ thoroughfare, and so away
from help: and we believe he sent the vessel
which rescued us.”

The windows of many houses in the hearts of
great cities are double cased so as to deaden the
roar of traflic and shut out the stormy winter.
Faith in God is a double casement, keeping us
quiet though surrounded by the tempests of life,

A little bird is not frightened when the branch
it perches on yields and sways ; for if it break, the
bird has wings. Faith is like wings to the soul.

Verses 38-44 and Golden Tert, If we are Christ’s
he will feel the thrill of our danger as instantly
and surely as a living man feels the pain of a
wound on any extremity of his body. Asaman,
without loss of time or wavering of purpose, comes
with all his might to the defense of a suffering
member, so will Christ protect his own.—Aruot.

They who gain their subsistence by searching
for nests along dangerous heights search with
their waists girdled with a cord let down from
above, so that if they slip they shall not fall and
be lost.  With God’s bands of promises reaching
from heaven, we nced fear no downfall,

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Draw a map of the coast where the shipwreck
took place, and loeate the incidents. ... A good out-
line upon which to present the lesson would be:
1. At Anchor; 2. The Plot Foiled ; 8. The Morn-
ing Mcal; 4, The Stranded Ship; 5. The Cruel
Conspiracy ; 6. The Escape. Questions may be
asked on each of these subjects, which will de-
velop the facts and teachings of the lesson....Or
each of the above points in the outline may be
made the subject of a vivid word-picture....There
are two prominent lines of teaching in this lesson:
On the one side, The Providence of God, or the
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divine element in the history (notice how this is
illustrated); and on the other, Z%he Character and
Influence of a Christian, as illustrated by Paul.
We discern in him (1) a spirit of leadership;
(2) faith; (3) love for others ; (4) confidence in
God 5 (5) constant recognition of God in daily life.
....Compare Paul's conduct with that of Julius
Cuesar, who in the storm cried to the pilot, * Fear
not, thou carriest Cwsar and ull his fortunes.”
“The latter showed confidence in self; the former,
trust in God....We may also, with profit, study
the power of Paul’s character as shown in (1) the
influence of his counsels ; (2) the influence of his
example; (3) his power to awaken affection ;
(4) his influence to save others, He was * part
of the salt of the earth.”

1
u
|
l

References.
sn's Haxppook. Ver, 40: Double rud-
....Foster's CyoLopepia. Prose, 2054,
, 0518, 9523, 9058, 9054, iad, 2400, A
2551, 5808, 5804, b798. Ver. Prose, 11828,
Ver. 81: Prose, 1491-1493, 4790, Ver. 35: Prose,

8780, 11566.

Primary and Intermediate.
BY MARTHA VAN MARTER.

Lesson Trovenr, Safe with Jesus anywhere.

Introductory. [Show a picture of John Wesley.
Tell who he was, and why Methodist children
ought to know and love his name, Tell as vividly
as you can how he was once out at sea in a great
storm, and expecting to be lost. Ile was in great
fear and trouble, and when he saw some people
full of cournge and even joy, because they loved
and trusted God, he felt that he must have the
same faith. The story is told in Wesley's journal
for January, 1736, and, if graphically told and
followed by the singing of a song of trust, cannot |
fail to impress the little hearts.]

[Recall Paul before Agrippa, and let the children
tell of Agrippa's fatal * Almost.” A moment
spent upon this, with the hushed singing of a verse
of * Almost Persuaded,” may with God’s help
leave a lasting impression upon some heart, We
are hiding away tiny sceds of faith, of hope, of
loving desire, which we expect will spring up and
bear fruit, after many days, perhaps, to the glory
of the Lord of the harvest. Let us seize and use
every golden opportunity !]

What have we here? [With flat blue and white
crayons muke a stormy sea.] How many of you

]

have scen the ocean? How benutiful it is with

the sun shining upon it ! But now it is not beau-
tiful ; it is terrible! The sky is dark, and the wind
blows the ship here and there. [Rapidly make |
the outline of a ship.] Nearly three hundred
people are on this ship. The storm grows worse

and worse. The little ship is not big and strong
like the great vessels that cross the ocean these
days. It is small and weuk, and the storm is
fierce. The sailors tie strong ropes around to
save it from breaking in pieces. They throw
everything into the sea that they can, to make
the ship lighter. But nothing scems to help, and
it looks as though the ship und all on bourd must
certainly be lost !

[Make o shicld on the sail of the boat. Print
¢ Faith ”” on it.]

Who is on this ship? Suilors, Yes, and the
captain of the vessel, merchants, soldiers, and
some prisoners, who are going to Rome to be tried
for their erimes.  One of these prisoners w: know.
We have seen him going from city to eity preach-
ing Jesus. We have heard him speaking before
kings and rulers, We have scen him in prison.
Now he is on board this vessel going to Rome,
Who can speak his name? Yes, Pavi, brave,
noble Paul ! It is Paul who wears this shicld of
faith. Fuaith in the sailors? or the soldiers? or
the captain of the ship? O, no; faith in God,
who made the sea, and can hold its waters in his
mighty hand !

What do you think Paul did? Yes, he prayed.
And God heard him, for Paul was his child.

God’s own Spirit told Paul not to be afraid.
And now he could use the courage and strength
God gave him to help others,

[Tell how the selfish sailors tried to get away in
the boat, and leave the rest to die. But Paul said
they must not go, but must stay and help. De-
seribe the coming of the day, and the escape of all
the frightened people to the shore.]

[Draw several little boats, or pin small paper
hoats up in sight of the class. Print in large
letters on a clean board ¢ The Sea of Life.” The
little boats may stand for little lives, This is
Johnny's little boat, and this is Mary’s, ete.
Teach that storms rise on this life-sea very often,
and the little boats are in danger of being
wrecked. Talk about the storms of anger, of self-
will, of envy, of pride, ete.] How can the little

What is this? What does
1‘_ the Golden Text say about a
refuge? A place of refuge
is a place of safety. Who is
our Refuge? Yes, the great
God, who loves us and wunts
to save us. He wus Pauls
NEF IS Refuge in all his storms and
and Paul trusted him. Do wei? Tave
we a right to? Paul had, hecause he had given
his heart and life to him, and if we have done this,
then we have a right to trust him too, Sing
#Only trust him,” and help children see the
privilege of belonging to God and feeling safe in
his care.

|
|
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Blackboard. OPTIONAL HYMNS,
BY J. B. PHIFP3, ESQ. No. 1.
All unseen the Muster walketh.
Safely through another week.

AU L”S LIFE_PRESERVER Praise, for his excellent greatness,

There is no name so sweet on carth,

There is a land of pure delight.

No. 2.
Muster, the tempest is raging.
When in the tempest he'll hide me,
Teach me, O Lord, by faith alone.
He was not willing that any should perish.
The great Physician now is near.
The Lesson Catechisn
[For the entire school.]
g 1. What did thc shipmen try todo? To ese
OUTLINE FOR THE BLACKBOARD, cape in a boa
— 2. What dhl lnul ask the men to do? ¢ To
\OUNSEL take some meat.”’
OURAGE . 3. What did Paul do when he had taken the
PAUL'S | 1EERFULNESS IN PERIL. bread ! He gave thanks to God.
Sisiadhnioe oned 4. What was finally done to (-nqu death ?
OMMON SENSE ¢ They ran the ship nfround.
5. What was the result? ¢ They escaped
Review the lesson on this outline. Bring out | all safe toland.>
the facts of Panl’s counsel to the soldiers and his 6. What says the GoLpen Trxr? God is
x hy t our refuge,’’ ete,
courage, his cheerfulness, and his good common
sense, e knew that the body as well as the soul
should be cared for. Look at the board, Here is CATECHISM QUESTIONS,
Paul's life-preserver, which we ean everyone put | 53, Isthen the soul of man created to live forever?
on. He fastened on faith and works with courage | It is immortal and will not die as the body dies.
and cheerfulness, and thus ¢ they escaped all safe 54. What is the other part of man?
to land.” His body, which is flesh and blood, and will die.

A. D, 61. LESSON XI. PAUL AT ROME. [Sept. 10.
GOLDEN TEXT. I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ. Rom. 1. 16,
Authorized Version. [ Revised Version,

Acts 28, 20«31, [Commit to memory verses | 20 For this euuse therefore did I entreat you to sce
28-31.) and to speak with me ¢ for beeause o1 the hope of

90 For this cause therefore have I ealled foryou, | 21 Is'ra-el Tam bound with this chain. And they
e you, and to s with gou ¢ because that | said unto him, We neither reccived letters from
the ll(!lrt of Is'ra-el I wm bound with this Ju-de’s concerning thee, nor did any of the breth-
chain. ren come hither and report or speak any harm
21 And they said unto him, We neither received | 99 of thee, But we desire to hear of thee what

letters out of Ju-de’n concerning thee, neither any tikost o ft Bttt . 5 1s
of the brethren that came showed or ke any | thou thinkest : for as concd ”"“"‘,‘”“'\“" it is
harm of thee. known to as that everywhere it is spoken

against,

22 But we desire to hear of thee what thou |
t: for as concerning this scet, we know | 23 And when they had appointed him a day,
rywhere it is spoken against, they came to him into his lodging in great
23 And when they had appointed him a day, number; to whom he expounded the matter,
there cmmne many to him into Aés lodging; to testifying the kingdom of God, and persuading
whom he |\|mun-lu| und testified the kmmlom of ”M“'\,““',‘,mi“" Jo'sus, both from the law of
God, persuading them concerning Je'sus, both out | 5 O 8 SR SV
of the law o ses, and out of the prophm from Mo'ses and from the prophets, from morning
morning till evening. 24 till evening. And some believed the things
g g !
24 And some believed the things which were which were spoken, and some dishelieved.
spoken, and some believed not. 25 And when they agreed not among themselves,
25 And when they agreed not among themselves, they departed, after that Paul had spoken one
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, after that Paul had spoken one

they departed
host by E-su'iax the

word, Well spake the Holy G

prophet unto our fathers,
26 Saying, Go unto this }woplv, and say, Hear
« ye shall hear, and «hall not understund ; and

1 y
seeing ye shall sce, and not pereeive:

97 For the heart of this people is waxed gross
and their ears are dull of hearing, and their cyes
have they closed ; lest they should see with their
eyes, and hear with #heir cars, and understand
with their heart, and should be converted, and 1

should heal them.

98 Be it known therefore unto you, that the sal-
vation of God is sent unto the Gen'tiles, and that
they will hear it.

99 And when he had said these words, the Jews
departed, and had great reasoning among them-
selves.

30 And Paul dwelt two whole years in his
sown hired house, and received all that eame in
unto him.

31 Preaching the kingdom of God, and teach-
hose things which concern the Lord Je'sus
with all confidence, no man forbidding

word, Well spake the Holy Ghost by I-su'iah

26 the prophet unto your fathers, say ing,
Go thou unto this people, and say,
By hearing ye shall hear, an 1 shall in no
wise understand §
And sceing ye shall see, and shall in no wise
pereeive:
97 TFor this people’s heart is waxed gross,

And their cars are dull of hearing,

And their eyes they have elosed §

Lest haply they should perceive with their

eycs,

And hear with their ears,

And understand with their heart,

And should tarn again,

And I should heal them.
98 Be it known therefore unto you, that this sal-
vation of God is sent unto the Gen'tiles: they
will also hear,

And he abode two whole years in his own
hired dwelling, and received all that went in
31 unto him, preaching the kingdom of God, und

teaching the things concerning the Lord Je'sus
Christ with all boldness, none forbidding hiri.

him,
TIME.—A. D. 6. PLACE.—A private | What reply did the Jews make ?
house in Rome. RULERS.—Same as hefore. What did Paul do at the next meeting ?

DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION.—The free- |
dom of the will.

HOME READINGS,
Acts 28, 1.
Acts 28, 11-10,

M
Tu.
w.
Th.

Paul at Rome.
The journey to Rome.
Thie law and the prophets, Luke 24. 15-27,

Testimony of Moses, John 6. 30-47.
Isaiah's prophecy. Matt. 18, 10-17.

The veil of unbelief. 2 Cor. 3. 9-18.
Jringing in the Gentiles. Rom. 11. 13-25.

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 158, New Canadian Hymnal.

Jesus, and shall it ever be.

No. 148, New Canadian Hymnal,

My Father is rich in houses and lands,

No, 278, New Canadian Hymnal.

One more hymn we'll sing at parting.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.

1. Paul to the Jews, v.
Who speaks in this lesson, and to whom?
For what was Paul bound

20-27.

How did the Jews receive the word ?
Whom did Paul quote to them?
2. Paul to the Gentiles, v. 25-71.
What did Paul say to those who would not be-
lieve?
Tow would the Gentiles reecive the word?
Why was not the word sent to them at first 2
After Paul’s words what did the Jews do?
Tow long did Paul continue in Rome ?
Tlow was his time employed?
How is this conduet an example to us?

Practical Teachings.
Where in this lesson do we learn—
1. That bonds cannot prevent the preaching of
the Gospel?
9. That a doctrine which is unpopular may yet
be true ?
3. That not all who hear the Gospel are saved ?

Hints for Home Study.

Write out what you believe to have been the in-
fluence of Rome upon the growth of early Chris-
tianity, naming cach of the high Roman authori-
ties who eume into personal relations to Christ and
his apostles.

9, What is known (and what has been guessed)
of Paul's career subscquent to this last historic
mention of him in the Bible?

3. What was the turning point where Chris-
tianity switched off from Judaism and started

What was the ** hope of Israel 2"

forth no longer as a seet, but as a religion ?
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QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS. SCHOLARS,

1. Paul to the Jews, v. 20-27. What was the island to which the shipwrecked

Why did Paul summon the Jews at Rome ?

What had they heard about him ¢

What did they wish to hear ?

What did they say about the Christians ?

What was the theme of Paul’s teaching ?

By what witnesses did he prove Jesus to be the
Messiah ¢

How long did the service continue ?

How were his words received by the Jews ?

What was the message to such as believed ?
(Rom. 1, 16.)
2. Paul to the Gentiles, v. 25-31.

From whom did Paul quote his final words to
the Jews

What words did he quote ?

To whom, also, was the Gospel sent ?

How would the Gentiles receive it?

What did the Jews then do ¢

How long did Paul remain in Rome ?

To whom did he preach ?

About what did he preach ?

Who hirdered him in his work ?

What was Paul’s testimony to all who heard
him? (Gorpex Texr.)

What is your testimony as to the Gospel ?

Teachings of the Lesson.
Where in this lesson have we an illustration—
1. Of Christian zeal ?
2. Of manly candor ?
3. Of faithful service ?

Home Work for Young Bereans.
Find the prophecy from the Old Testament
which is quoted in this lesson.
Find what other person in the New Testament
quoted the same prophecy, and where.
Find in what city Paul preached in a house near
the synagogue.

people came?  Melitae

How were they treated there? Very kindly.

How long did they stay on the island? Three
months.

Where was Paul then taken? To Rome.

Who met Paul when he reached Rome? Some
Christian friends,

What favor was shown Paul? They let him
live in a house,

Who stayed with him? A soldier to guard
him.

Who came to see Paul in his house? Many
Jews.

What did he tell them? Why he was sent
there.

What did they ask to hear? What he taught.

What was Paul glad to do? To speak of
Jesus,

What did he explain? The law and the
prophets,

What was the result of Paul’steaching? Some
believed.

Who would not believe? ‘Those who had
wicked hearts,

How long did Paul stay in Rome? Two
years,

What was he allowed to do all this time?
Preach the Gospel.

Words with Little People.

Is there any time or place where we cannot work
for Jesus? Paul in chains found work to do on
the sinking ship, among the heathen on the island,
and in his prison-house at Rome. If welove Jesus
we shall find work to do for him ?

Whisper Question.
What wilt thou have me to do?

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
General Statement,

When at last the storm-tossed company whose fortunes we are following reached land Centurion
Julius pushed on with his prisoners toward Rome, as was his duty. To the * Market of Appius” he
came, either by a road around the Pomptine marshes or by a canal cut straight through. At this ¢ Mar-
ket” (called in our Bible Appii Foram) a little company of Christians met him with friendly cheer,
How their hearts must have leaped when they saw the wonderful man who had written to them a letter
which even to-day (eighteen hundred years later) is one of the chief treasures of the Christian Church !
And how lovable they must have seemed to the eyes that through weary weeks had warily
watehed wild mobs, truculent accusers, unjust judges, sailors who proposed to let Euroclydon drown
him, and soldiers who proposed to cut his throat lest he should escape. All these he had magnani-
mously sought to help, but they returned his love with hate. Now at length he looked into the faces of
men and women who regarded him with the tenderest affection. No wonder he * thanked God, and
took courage.” They used to have “triumphal entries” in those days—surpassingly splendid recep-
tions to successful generals. This gang of Asiatic prisoners, as they marched over the stone streets
chained together, did not look very triumphant. Nevertheless, Rome’s greatest conqueror entered it
that morning. Paul is now at the goal of his hopes, and, though he comes as a prisoner, it is with no
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consciousness of shame ; his chains are an ensign of glory, for he is * the prisoner of the Lord.” After

three days the Jews gather to hear him; he
some accepting, some rejecting the Saviour.
soldier, But he enjoys unusual privileges.

presents to them Christ, and at once the company divides,
Two years pass by ; each morning he is chained to a new
He preaches the Gospel with untiring energies ; he receives

Christian visitors from Philippi, Ephesus, and other remote places; he writes letters which ean never
die to churches which iv the days of his liberty he had founded ; for two years, and then— The cur-
tain falls suddenly ; whether or not he was liberated, whether or not he  preached the Gospel in
Inspiration tells no more concerning the greatest man in Christian history.

Spain,” is guesswork.

Verse 20. This cause. Which he is now to
present to them. The hope of Israel. The
coming of the Messiah, which Paul believed had
taken place. 1 am bound with this chain.
To a soldier; a degradation he keenly felt. See
Eph. 8. 15 4. 13 Phil. 1. 13, 16; Col. 4. 183
Philem. 1, 9, 10. Roman chains, like our hand-
cuffs, usually indicated crime; but Paul asserts
that his chains stand for the sincerest patriotism
and the loftiest religious conception.

21. We neither received letters, This was
doubtless true. Paul’s appeal had not been ex-
pected, and the storm which delayed his coming
would also delay accusations and adverse letters.
The brethrem was a term used by Jews of
Jews. Spake any harm. The Jews of Rome
were far from all the fields of Paul’s active labor,
and for two years past he had been in prison ; 8o
that they had heard but little about him ; but they
evidently knew about the Roman Church,

22, We desire to hear of thee. That he
was a scholarly man—by Jewish measurements—
was evident; and they had probably never yet
heard the Christian doctrines advocated by men
whom they did not hold in contempt. Sect means
merely party; a school of religious thought.
Everywhere it is spoken against,  Already
the hierarchy at Jerusalem had sent letters into all
lands denouncing the followers of Jesus. The
Romans hated them because they abhorred the
gods of paganism, would not offer sacrifices to the
image of the emperor, and kept away from all the
wicked delights of unbridled eruelty and unbridled
love. (1) It is easy to obtain evil impressions of the
truth. (2) The Gospel overcame these obstacles in
the minds of men because it came from God.

23. Appointed him a day. Fora formal
discussion of the Gospel and its claims. There
came many. In addition to the first deputation
came numbers of Jews, doubtless the little com-
pany of Roman Christians also, and perhaps some
Gentile scekers after God. The kingdom of
God. That is, the Messianic kingdom the Gos-
pel of Christ as the true fulfillment of the mistaken
Jewish expectation of a kingdom to be ruled by
the Messiah. Persuading. Reasoning. The
law of Moses . . . the prophets. The two
great divisions of the ( )ld Testament Scripture, in

| their own conduct,

both of which Paul could point to abundant fore-
shadowings of Christ. From morning till
evening. It was not a continuous discourse, but
was broken up by discussions and arguments on
both sides. (3) Z%e Bible, from beginning to end,
is full of Christ. (4) Long sessions are not weari-
some when the theme and the teacher are intevesting.

24, 25. Some believed. Thus, as one result
of Jewish enmity at Jerusalem, Jews at Rome be-
came believers in Jesus. Some believed not.
There was good ground and rocky soil in that
assemblage, and some seed fell upon each. They
agreed not. Disputes arose among the hearers.
Spoken one word, Called forth by the rejec-
tion of the Gospel by many. Esaias. The
prophet Isaiah (chap. 6. 9, 10); a passage quoted
six times in the New Testament, more frequently
than any other from the Old.

26, Saying. The words of the Lord given to
Isaiah in the temple were verified by the Jews
soven centuries afterward, Hearing ye shall
hear. You shall hear with the ear, but shall not
reeeive the truth into willing hearts.  (5) So the
multitude heard Christ's parables, and so many hear
the Gospel now.

27. Waxed gross. Dull and heavy by their
own rejection of the truth. Their eyes they
have closed. The dullness of spiritual percep-
tions comes not by God’s will, but as the result of
Should be converted.
Better, ¢ should turn again.” The word * conver-

| ¢ion” in the New Testament often means the

human act of the will in turning to God, rather
than the divine work of regeneration.

28. Therefore. Because ye are hardened
God sends his word toothers.  Unto the Gene
tiles. This is the last message of the New Testa-
ment to the Jews, unless a later be found in the
Epistle to the Hebrews. They will hear it.
A prediction speedily fulfilled of the rapid progress
of the word among the Gentiles. Within three
centuries it conquered Rome itself and became the
universal religion of the empire.

29-31. When he had said. Verse 20
is omitted in the Revised Version, not being in the
best manuseripts. 'Two whole years. There
were long delays before his trial, and it is believed
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that after it he wus released und spent several
years in preaching. Hired house. Ilis home
was a center of influence, and from it were written
the Epistles to the Ephesians, Philippians, Colos-

CRITICAL

The difficulties that this lesson presents are a
continuation of those already met in this book.
Every inch of the ground has been fought over,
and widely differing views are yet maintained, It
is with the Epistle to the Romuns that we here
come in conflict, especially with the introductory
and concluding portions, These are some of the
leading issues: 1. Inthe Acts, Paul's chief anx-
iety manifests itsclf in an effort to reach the Jews ;
in Romans his concern is solely for the Christians,
2. “ With what conscience can the apostle say
that he has done nothing against the Mosaic in-
stitutions—he, whose whole aim in life was noth-
ing else than an endeavor to supplant these insti-
tutions by faith in Christ, whose whole rc
consciousness had its center in the abolition of the
law by the Gospel 1 3, For many y il was
one of the most prominent leaders of Christianity,
and was everywhere hated by the Jev and
three yecars before this all Jerusalem was in an
uproar in consequence of his appearing in the
temple. IHow can these Roman Jews declare
themselves so ignorant of Paul? 4. The knowl-
edge that, the Roman Jews have of * this [Chris-
tian] sect ™ appears to be based on hearsay. Ilow
is this possible, when :om the letter to the Ro-
mans we learn that there had been at Rome for
some time a large and influential church, a church
whose faith was spoken of throughout the whole
world # In meeting such questions it is of prime im-
portance to see the nceessity of studying sepa-
rately each writing, It is only after the general
scope, the exact standpoint, the specific purpose
of each author is mastered that comparisons can be
legitin.ately instituted. When the particular em-
phasis of each writing is sought and found, due
allowance will be made for the prominence of cer-
tain features, as well as for the slighting, if not ig-
noring, what in itself may be of importance,
Again, it is only in essentials that agreement
should be insisted upon. IHarmony of statement
was the least coneern of those who wrote,

Verse 20. For this canse then did I in«
vite you, that I might see you and talk
with youn, Ilere, as elsewhere, underncath
urbanity of manner and persuasive utterance
there dwells a rugged, stalwart independence,  If
it hides itself, it has not fled. It is the ** sweet
reasonableness ” of Jesus, not cowardice, that con-
trols his conduet, His assurance that no personal
animesity against his countrymen brings him a
prisoner in the midst of them; his invitation that

wious

the representatives of his nation should come to

siuns, Philemon, and perhuaps others not now ex-
tant, With all confidence. Strengthened by
divine power and protected by the Roman govern-
ment,

NOTES.

him, seeing that his chain will no longer allow him
to go to them ; hisidentification of himself and his
cause with the hope of Israel, show at once his
tact, his bravery, and the genuineness of his pa-
triotic ardor.  If in spite of this mildness of man-
ner and attempt at conciliation the Jews at Rome
espouse the cause of their Asiatic kinsmen, then
the brave spirit of Paul will break its bonds, and
with prophetic fury judgments already uttered will
fall from his lips with apt and fearful force,

21, 22. And they said unto him, We
neither received letters from Juden cone
cerning thee . . « for as concerning this
sect, it is known to us that everywhere it
is spoken againste  On the surface it appears
strange that the Jews of Jerusalem have not in-
formed their brethren at Rome concerning the
coming of one whom they hate so murderously
and have so persistently sought to kill. Of course,
before the appeul no official notice was pos-
sible, and after the appeal there was little tiy
clapsing, especially when the storm encountered
by Paul and his eompanions is considered. 1If, as
Meyer thinks, it is an official report that the
Jews deny having received, the difficulty is in
part relieved. Further, if we take into account
the eritical situation of the Jews at Rome at this
time, that there should be eaution or even dis-
sembling on their part is not at all strange. One
other fact must be kept in mind. In the words
recorded of Paul here no reference whatever to
this matter of receiving letters is made, It is
clear then that our account is very meager. Not
all that took place is reported.

Of equal difficulty is the feeling of remoteness
in their reference to the spread of Christianity,
Their knowledge has its source apparently in
hearsay rather than in daily contact, as must
have been the case if such a church as Paul
writes to in Romans had had an existence among
them. For in this church a considerable factor
must have come direetly from the synagogue. As
a partial solution I suggest the consideration of
three faets: 1. Reference has been made to
brethren who came to meet Paul. The true sig-
nificance of this meeting we cannot ascertain, as no
adequate account of it is given, Its influence on
the apostle is noticed, and to him it is far from dis-
appointing. The history of the three days that
bear vitally on the question at issue is a blank,
2, Our ideas of the character and content of the
church at Rome depend very largely upon what
we learn of it in chaps. 15, 16 of Romans, It must
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be remembered, however, that it is just these
chapters whose genuineness is a matter of serious
doubt. Many and weighty are the arguments in
favor of rejecting these chupters in part or in
whole as belonging originally to the letter, 8. The
origin of the church at Rome, the exact historical
setting of the letter written to them, is, after most
minute investigation, very little understood. The
fact that the Jews were at this time suffering, if
not exile, its effects, and the dread of its repetition
makes it altogether impossible to say what was
the precise relation of their knowledge of Chris-
tianity at Rome.

23, 30, 31. Bearing testimony to the
kingdom of God, and persuading them of
what concerns Jesus « o « from morning
till evening. « + « And he abode two whole
years . « « and received all . « « preaching
the kingdom of God, and teaching the
things concerning the Lord Jesus Christ
with all boldness, none forbidding him.
It cannot be too much insisted upon that this was
the great busiuess of the apostle, and in the doing
of this we have the most substautial proof of the
Christiikeness of his ministry. This is the core
and essence of what is recorded here. All else is
«ubordinate and nonessential. There is, moreover,
in regard to this teaching, no misunderstanding,
no controversy. The churches founded by Paul
were shortlived and insignificant compared with
his teaching and persuading men concerning the
kingdom. This abrupt termination of the Acts of
the Apostles has been accounted for in many
ways. Whatever difficulties are felt are largely
superimposed. We are constantly endeavoring to
make the New Testament writers conform to mod-
ern methods, rather than secking to conform our
notions and emphasis to theirs, Weleome, indeed,
and most helpful would have been an extended
account of the Acts of the Apostles, their further
fruitful activities, their doubtless heroie deaths §
but no more majestic termination, or one more in
harmony with the emphasis of the writer through-
out, can be imagined than this: ¢ Preaching the
kingdom of God, and teaching the things concern-
ing the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness,
none forbidding him.”

The Lesson Council.

Question 1. Was the imprisonment of Paul,
on the whole, a ben¢fit or an injury to the cause of
Christ ?

The imprisonment of Paul at Rome, though it
must have seemed disastrous ut the time, has been
of great and lasting benefit to the cause of Christ.
1t enabled Paul to plant Christianity in the heart
of the Roman Empire, largely at the government’s
expense, and under its protection. Morcover,
speech is fleeting; the written words abide. As
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Sault or their migfortune ?

[Sept. 10.

Bunyan's being shut up in jail gave us the 2%~
Paul’s imprisonment was the
oceasion of his writing some of those epistles w hich
arc our priceless heritage, and that have d¢
for Christianity than oth@rwise scems possible to

grim's Progress, so

more

the apostle.

Question 2. Has any teacher or preacher had
success in persuading all hearers?  Why not,
speaking w ith the power of the Holy Spirit ?

No. Beeause the Holy Spirit does not over-
slaugh bhuman frecdom. Jesus simply stands at
the door and knocks. e will not thrust himselt’
into the soul against a person’s will.  God has
given to man the futeful boon of freedom.— Rev,
J. W. Bashford, D.D.

Question 3. Was the quotation from Isaiah
(Acts 28, 25-27) a warning or an absolute declara-
tion of coming events?

This is an absolute declaration of coming events.
Delitzsch comments on Isa, 6.9, 10 “The mass of
the people were doomed to destruction through the
judicial sentence of God.” Meyer on Mark 4, 123
“ All these things were done in parables that [a
pure particle of design] secing they may not see.”
Parables were used to prevent the unbelieving
Jews from obtaining insight into Christ’s king-
dom. Luke 8. 10, is as explicit. In John 12, 40,
Christ states that the inability to see results is not
from unwillingness to see, but from the ** divine
judgment of obduracy.” See Rom. 11. 8.— Rev,
A. 1. Briggs.

Question 4. [f people hearing do not undcr-
stand, and secing do not perceive, 8 4t their own
Does God hold then
accountable for their lack of understanding ?

Whether people understand or not depends upon
their ability, opportunity, or inclination. If there
be not sufficient ability, natural or acquired, or
possible opportunity, it must be accounted a mis-
fortune and not a fault. In such a case there can
be no accountability. But these people had both.
They were not imbeciles ; nor were they beyond
the reach of knowledge, for they both saw anil
heard. Failure to perceive and understand, under
such conditions, is willful, and therefore cannot
claim exemption from responsibility, The con-
trolling purpose decides the question,—Rev, Wi

P. Davis, D.D.

Analytical and Biblical Outline.
Preaching the Kingdom.

1. By TesTiMONY.
1. Called the chigf ... .Jews. v. 17,
« [im that heareth say, Come.” Rev. 22. 17
9. Men and brethren. v. 17
« Kinsmen according. .. .flesh,” Rom. 3. 3.
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8. For this cause. .. .called, v. 20,
* Know what is the hope.” Ep' . 1. 18,
& For the hope of lsrael. ., bound. v. 20,

**In distress for Christ’s sake.” 2 Cor. 12, 12,

I1. By Exrosimion,
L. Erpounded. ... kingdom of God. v. 23,
* Kingdom of God....nigh.” Luke 10, 9.
2 Out of the law. 3
“Of whom Moses. ... .did write.” John 1. 45,
3. Out of the prophets. v. 23,
* Prophesied of the grace.” 1 Peter 1, 10,
4. From morning till evening. v. 23.
* Not be weary in well-doing.” Gal, 6, 9,
I1I. By War~ing,
1. The heart. .. .waxed gross. v. 21.
‘* An adamant stone.” Zech. 7. 12.
2. Their ears are dull, v, 27,
‘“ They refused to hearken.” Zech, 7. 11,
3. Their eyes have they closed. v. 27,
‘* Eyes and see not.” Jer. 5, 21.
o Lest. ... .be converted. v, 27,
‘“ Love darkness,” John 3. 19,
. By Prowmisg,
. The salvation of God. v. 28,
* By grace are ye saved.” Eph. 2. 8,
2. Sent unto the Gentiles. v. 28,
‘“ God of the Jews only 2" Rom, 8. 29,
3. They will hear it. v. 28,
*They shall hear my voice.” John 10, 16.

Thoughts for Young People.
Working for Christ.

L. We should work for Christ in the face of digi-
culty. 1f Paul, a chained captive, could work, we
can work despite discouragement. (Verse 16.)

2 We should begin work for Christ promptly—
just as soon as the opportunity comes. Paul was
at work in three days after his arrival in Rome.
(Verse 17.)

3« Weshould work for Christ in a spivit of for-
giving kindness, Though the Jews had wronged
Paul, he *had nothing to accuse his nation of.”
(Verses 18,19.) .

4. In our work for Christ the Bible should be used
as our chigf tool and weapon. Thus Paul used the
Seriptures in his discussion, (Verse 28,)

8¢ In our work for Christ we must not attempt to
tcasure our success,  Statistical tables help to warn
and encourage workers, but they are never to be
regarded as tests of success. (Verse 24.) When
the unbelievers left it must have seemed to Paul
that he had made a failure ; but what a strategic
vietory was his !

6. We should work for Christ perseveringly and
incessantly so long as the opportunity is afforded
us. Like Paul, “our body with our charge lay
down, and cease at once to work and live,”

‘ Lesson Word-Pictures,

A chuin has come to Rome. What can one
| elanking chuin do when confronting all the power,
and all the ignorance, and all the superstition of
| great Rome? A prisoner presume to move upon
| the opposition of Rome ?
’ Let him hide his chain. Let him keep his shame
to himself,
‘ ‘*No,” he says, *“ I am not ashamed of the Gos
| pel of Christ. T will not hide my chain.”

Then let him keep it still. Let it be a silent
| chain,

What, going to let the rust grow on it? ¢ No,
Il keep my chain moving. I'll make it takk.
I'll get music out of it,” is the purpose of the
wearer, ‘It is not a chain of shame; it shad
not be a chain of silence.” Paul clanks his
chain as one would ring a bell, and first, whom
of Rome’s inhabitants does he call together ¢
He begins with the Jews. Here they come
trooping into Paul’s quarters. Look at his audi-
tors. The old Hebrew face is there, with its
Hebrew breadth, and Hebrew narrowness also.
This man with his kindling face will surely open
his heart to the truth and let in the light of the
new day. What, though, can you expect from that
face, cold and compressed and narrow That mas
is narrow as a crack, and he will keep the light
out and insist upon it that the day has not come.

But Paul's chain is clanking. He rises. His
face glows luminous with the light of that thought
breaking upon him as he proceeds, Isracl's hope
for which he is in chains.

The hope of Israel !

0O, beautiful hope, star-like, shedding its light
far back amid the shadows of the fall, We sce
Abraham leaving home and moving southward
into a Land of Promise, guided by the light of this
hope. It shines upon patriarch after patriarch, Ite
beams fall upon Moses, and we watch him going out
of Egypt looking up to that lustrous hope as he leads
on the people, across the sea, through the wilder-
ness, to the green borders of the Promised Land.

Israel’s hope !

Hark ! you hear psalmists singing sweetly of it,
prophets gloriously foretelling it, exiles looking
for it to lead them home, a nation watching for the
day till over the hills of Bethlehem breaks the
glory of Isracl’s hope. For it Paul is now in
chains,  Of it he must tell Isracl at Rome.

How impatient he is for the coming of that day
appointed when he shall talk with the Jews about
the significance of his chain! The day arrives,
the people come, and Paul begins. He starts in
the morning. Look into that room, and see how
carnestly he talks and argues, persuades and
urges, rehearsing the law, recounting the prophe-
cies, The afternoon comes, and Paul’s chain still

makes its music.
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You see the earnest group about him, asking
questions, stating ohjections, or giving assent.

The sun is going down. It is just as you ex-
pected—some beolieve, others reject. The western
sky is all aflame when Paul lets them go, first
sending out the rejecters of Israel’s hope louded
with Isaiah’s solemn rebuke. Unto the Gentiles
Paul says he will turn. To them shall pass the
inheritance of Isracl's beautiful hope.

Paul's chain is at rest now and for the night.
What sweet sleep by his chain, bearing silent tes-
timony to his faithfulness. But a morrow comes,
and that chain is astir.
Paul’s fuith is not disheartened.
not bring shame.

He must let his chain clank out the story of
[sracl’s hope in the ears of all who will come.

Step into this house, Humble, T dare say, but it
is Paul’s own hired house, People are flocking
in, He seats them. He
rises, und again you hear the music of that
chain, worn for his Master's sake.
; after day, month after month, O chain
worn for Jesus' sake, you are heaven's gift
though Time's cross, and you shall be eternity’s

He weleomes them.

Jesus de

glory.

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

There came many to Paul into his lodging to
hear about Christ. These were Jews. When
Pompey conquered the Jewish nation and cap-
tured Jerusalem, a large body of Jewish prisoners
were sent to Rome and sold as slaves. They
were assigned a quarter beyond the Tiber as a
residence. Their synagogues on the Saturday-
Sabbath were crowded with visitors, and even
with Roman ladies, so that one poet recommends
the young men to go thither to get sight of the
beauty and fashion of Rome.

There were probably a few Christians in Rome,
but it is interesting to contrast the feeble, unosten-
tatious beginning of this day with the Roman
Christian community that was found there later.
Take the testimony from the catacombs alone, It
is estimated that not more than two thirds of the
Christians who died in Rome during the time be-
tween 338 and 364, and between 873 and 400 not
more than one third, and none after A. D. 454,
were interred here ; yet the number of Christians
buried here is supposed to have been from three to
seven millions ; and more than one half of these
Christian cemeteries is waiting to be explored.
What have been explored, if put in a straight line,
would be more than half as long as the whole
country of Itely. De Rossi thought if these
catacombs were put in line they would form a
street one hundred and twenty miles long; oth-
ers say three hundred and fifty to nine hundred
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The Jews may reject, but |
Any defeat will |

He preaches |
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‘ miles long. What an immense growth this indi-
| cates from the day of small things, when this

prisoner chained to his guard met the small com=
pany who came to his rented house to hear of
Christ !

Paul was chained to a soldier all the time on
the sea voyage. This was galling to mind and
body. But it was a mild form of imprisonment
contrasted with what was common to the oriental
world, Twenty centuries have made little change
in the cruelty toward captives in war or pris-
oners under civil law. In the prisons of the
Levant maniacs are confined w ith eriminals, amid
filth and want of ventilation, Unmerciful stocks
and heavy chains are placed upon them, and in
some instances cold water is thrown on prisoners
chained to the wall till they give up all theirmoncy
to their tormentors, And yet there are worse
circular pits with flagstones, with a
small hole for admission of air. Paul was later
on incarcerated in the horrid prison at Rome, but
to the soldier.

dungeons &

now he was only chained

By Way of Illustration.

Verse 20. There have been men on this earth
of whom it was true that it was jer to turn the
sun from his course than these men from the path
of duty. They could speak the truth with the ax
above their necks, When tyrants and mobs had
done their worst, and the stones camc in upon
their brains, or their flesh crackled in the flames,
they were calmly superior to all.—F. W. Rob-
ertson.

Verses 21 and 22.
one age are the heroes of
tions of one decade are the institutions of the
next. Truth is first persecuted and crucified, and
then exalted to a throne and worshiped.

The martyrs and fanaties of
the next. The innova-

As men that walk in northern climates find that
their own breath, rising in a cloud before their
eyes and freezing on their eyelashes and upon
their beards, hinders their vision, so the prejudices
that rise before the minds of men blind their
judgments. .
{ Verses 28, 30, and 81. Talways feel as though,

if 2 man has a fine garden, it is mean for him to
build a close fence around it, so that nobody but
himself and his friends can enjoy it. But 0, it is
a great deal meaner, when the Lord has made a
garden of Eden in your soul, for you to build
around it a great dumb wall so close and so
| high that nobody ocun look through it or over
it, and nobody can hear the birds singing in it.
And yet there are persons who carry a heart full
of sweet experiences all the way through life, only

Jetting here and there a very confidential friend
wealth that isin them.—

know anything about the
| Beecher.
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Verses 24-27. Those who reject revealed truth
willfully are such as do not love moral and re-
ligious truth. St. Paul says: ‘ If our Gospel be
hid, it is hid to them that are lost: in whom the
god of this world has blinded the minds of them
which believe not.” Who were they who believed
not Christ and his apostles? The infidel Saddu-
cces ; the immoral, hard-hearted, yet hypocritical
Pharisees j Herod, who married his brother Phil-
ip's wife; and Felix, who trembled when St. Paul
reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judg-
ment to come. On the other hand, many of pure
and holy lives found it easy to believe, such ones
as Cornelius the centurion, Simeon, and Anna.
“ With the heart man believeth unto righteous-
ness.”

Ferses 28 and 29, The argument of the opening
chapters of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans is that
both Gentile and Jew have sinned : * For there is
no difference; for all have sinned.” 1 have gone
down hundreds of feet into a Colorado silver mine.
Here is a man at work down there, two thou-
sand feet below the surface of the earth, I have
stood on the top of Mount Washburne, in the Yel-
lowstone National Park, ten thousand feet above
the level of the sea. Between that man down
there in that mine and me on the summit of
Mount Washburne there is a difference of twelve
thousand feet, and that, as to altitude, is a good
deal of difference. Butas far as touching the stars
is concerned, there is no difference whatever be-
tween us, for both he and I are helplessly unable
to do that. 8o all men are helpless toward the
perfect keeping of God’s perfect law. There may
be difference as to endowment, surroundings, cul-
ture, sorts of sins ; but as to sin, as to the fact that
all men by sin have made their arms too short to
touch and keep that white and changeless law,
there is no difference. Therefore the need of an
atonement,

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Begin with some account of Rome and its impor-
tance, showing a picture of some of its buildings
or drawing a map of the city, etc....Show the
manner in which Paul entered Rome. (See Gen-
eral Statement.)....Paul's condition in Rome—
what was it ? wherein free ? wherein under control ?
....How did Paul seek opportunities of doing good
in Rome?,...How did he use them?....There are
three aspects in which we may consider this
lesson: 1, What God did for Paul at Rome;
2. What Paul did for the Gospel at Rome ; 8, How
Paul’s efforts for the Gospel were received....
Notice in this lesson how to preach the Gospel :
1. Plainly ; 2. Frankly; 8. Courteously; 4. ?
6——1 6——1 7.—1....8ee the ** Thoughts for

characteristics of effective work for Christ....As
an illustration of how * this sect was everywhere
spoken against,’ tell how in the cellar of the palace
of the Cesars, where the slaves dwelt, there has
been found a rude picture of very early date, show-
ing & man doing reverence to a cross on which
hangs a human figure with an ass’s head. Around
is written, ‘“ Alexamenos worships his God.”

References.

Freeman.,  Ver. 20: Prisoners chained, 831,
Foster’s Cycropepia.  Vers. 23: Prose, 11125,
11144,  Ver. 28: Prose, 8943, 8942, Ver. 16:
Prose, 7383, 2342, 2624, 2640, 7580, 7579, 7589,
7391, 11566, 11572, 11678, 11575, 5182, 5176, 5166,
11367,

Blackboard.

WO
¢ v
THE EYE AND EAR ROADTO THE HEAR

On the blackboard are to be seen illustrations of
three things spoken of in to-day’s lesson. Let us
name them. Where in the lesson ix mention made
of these three ! What does it say about them? I«
not that the true condition of people now who
hear the Gospel preached, and yet who are indiffer-
enttoit? There are two roads to the heart ; what
are they # 1. Through the eye; 2. Through the
ear, IfT hear with indifference, what is the result ?
My ear is dull of hearing. If I see with the eye
of prejudice, what is the result# My eye is blind,
That being the case, the heart is not reached, and it
becomes hard. That is the way it was with these
Jews at Rome ; indifference and prejudice closed
the way to the heart. Tow ix it with you and me?
We censure the Jews, but are we less guilty 2 Do
we receive the Gospel as it should be received ?
Or, do we find fault with the preacher, and object
to his style of dress, or his pronunciation, or a
dozen other trivial things that blind our eyes and
stop our ears? Let us think about this and see how
itis with us.

Young People” for a uscful line of teaching—six

Suggestion. 1f you cannot draw the illustrations
on the board, you may write the name of cach one

T, W R St AR T e L T
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it in a bracket, like this:
[EAR.]

PAUL WAS NEVER
ASHAMED

OF THE

and inclose

(EYE.]

[HEART.]

AM 1 EVER

GOSPEL OF CHRIST?

Primary and Intermediate.

Lessox Tuovanr,  Working for the Lord.

SCH0O0L BAN. \'LR

|In|.1 in large letters, with colored erayous,

“Who! When? Where? Whyt!"
At the top of the board print the Lesson |
|
T it. Open the lesson with class recitation of

“Tyo little eyes to look to Go

Do you want Jesus to t ake you and let you work
for him? Do you want your hands and feet to be
used for him? Do you like to work, und will you
really choose to work for the Lord rather i
have yourown way ¢ [In this or some better way
try to get the children to sce that they must not
gay solemn words without thinking what they
mean,

We have been studying lessons about a man who
guve 4\” his time to work for God, What was his
name ?  Paul loved to work and never tried to get
fid of it. Once he worked for Satan, trying
Kill and put into prison those wholoved Jesus g but
lifferent. Do you remember one
duy when a great change came to aul 2 [Tell or
let some child tell of Paul's conversion. ] l)m Paul
have an casier life after he began to ln\« Josus ?
©, no; he had to work a great deal harder thun
before, and his old friends were angry with him,
and he was very badly treated. But do you think
0, no, indeed ! And T will tell
now a sweet light of love and faith was
shining in his heart, and it made him so glad that
all his trials scemed very small indeed. It was
God's light, the very same which shincs in the
heart of a little child who loves him and tries to
please him.

Paul was a wise, strong, good man. You think
he could work for the Lord, but maybe you do not
think you can. But God can help the little chil-
dren to work for him just as he helped Paul.
Paul's wisdom and strength and goodness were not
whut made him do so much for God ; it was his
simple fuith in Jesus and his willingness to be
aught what to do and how to do it.  And alittle

ehild may have that.  Whose name shall T print
after this big “Who?  Johnny and Mary and
Sani and Helen—yes, every child here may work
for the Lord if only they will open their hearts to
let fuith and love come in, [Sing one verse of the
work-song.]

Waes may we work for the Lord ? [Recall the
shipwreck, Paul getting elp from God right in the

now hie was very

he was sorry ¢
you why :

great storm, and telling the people who ha nd power

[Sopt. 10.

|l] his work on the island, caring
for the sick and telling the kind heathen peop le
about Jesus and his love for them. Maybe
casier for Paul to work in a church of earnest
Christians, but he did not stop to think about that.
Paul could find work for Jesus in the storm or sun-
shine, on the sea or the land, wherever he found

to deliver,

it was

one who needed to know Jesus.

Wuene may we work for the Lord ! Jennie said
wanted to be a missionary and teach the
heathen about Jut she was eross to her
little brother, selfish with her playmates, and dis-
obedient at home. Just the very best place to
for right Paul
thought so when he began to prench the Gospel in
He might have looked at his chains and

she
Jesus,

work Jesus is where we are.

« 0, T can’t work now for my Muster.”  But
¢ did not. [Sing another verse of the work-
song. ]

Way should we work for the Lord? [Make a

Cross un the board.  Around the head print ¢ All
for me.”  We can never tell the old, old story too
often, or too forcibly impress the truth that Josus
came to show us how mueh the heavenly Father
loves us.]  Iecame toshow thisto you s and to me,

and he is wn‘\ and disappointed if we are too care-
less or 100 selfish and naughty to sec and believe
it. But why did Le have to die on the ecross?
Just because there is an awful thing we call six in

every human heart! THow can we gct rid of it ?

Only by coming to Jesus and becoming his little
children,

g What is the Golden Text ?

\ SONWRNOW Wio s=aid  he  was not

R ashamed 2 Are we ? Alittle

boy gave his heart to Jesus

| and joined the Church, After

awhile he said he didn’t like
to belong to the Church be-
cause the boys laughed at him.
[Read or recite the beautiful

He was ashamed.
hymn written by a hoy on this subject, beginning,
“ Jesus, and shall it ever be,
A mortal man ashamed of thee ?™]

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

No. 1.
"Tis the promise of God.
0 for a heart to praise my God.
Take my life, and let it be.
0 holy Saviour! friend unscen.
Tord Jesus, 1 long to be perfectly whole.

No.

o

Tenderly our Father,

How gentle God's commands !

There is a name I love to hear.

All glory to Jesus be given.

Loe up to Jesus, lift up thy neighbor.




pt. 10
d, caring
n people
e it was
[ carnest
out that.
norsun-
he found

mniesaid
cach the
ss to her
and dis-
place to
e. Paul
Gospel in
ains and
r' But
he work-

[Make a
rint ** All
story too
hat Jesus
ly Father
ind to me,
¢ too care-
nd believe
he eross?
call sIN in
rid of it?
r his little

len Text ?
was  not
7 Alittle
rt to Jesus
irch, After
didn't like
“hurch be-
hed at hin,
¢ beautiful
beginning,

"

n.
ctly whole.

neighbor.

Sept. 17.]

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

The Lesson Catechism.
[For the entire school. ]

1. Whom did Paul call tospeak with concerning
his imprisonment? The chief men of the
Jews,

2. What did they say ¢ We have heard no
harm of thee,

3. Whatdid they desirc ¢ To hear him cone
cerning Jesus,

4. What was the result of Paul's preaching to
them ! Some believed, and some believed
not.

5. Unto whom, besides the Jews, is the salva-
tin of God sent?  Unto the Gentiles.

6. What did Paul testify ¢ Gowpex Trxr: ¢¢ 1
am not ashamed,*’ cte,

CATECHISM QUESTIONS,
55. In what else is your soul different from your
body?
My soul is that within me which thinks and

knows, desires and wills, rejoices and is sorry,
which my body cannot do.

56. Is not your soul then of great value?
Yes; because it is myself.
57. Did God create you?

Yes ; he made me, both body and soul.

A.D. 58.]

LESSON XII. PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY.

[Sept. 17,

GOLDEN TEXT. Itisgood neither to eat fiesh, nor to drink wine, nor anything
whereby thy brother stumbleth. Rom. 14, 21,

Authorized Version.
Rom. 14, 12«23, [Commit to memory yerses
19-21.]

12 So then every one of us sholl give account of
himself to God.

13 Let us not therefore judie one another any
more : but judge this rather, that no man put a
stumbling-block or an occasion to fall in /Ais
brother's way.

14 I know, and am persuaded by the Lord Je'-
sus, that there és nothing unclean of itselt: but to
hini that esteemeth anything to be unclean, to him
it is unclean,

15 But if thy brother be grieved with ¢hy meat,
now walkest thou not charitably. Destroy not him
with thy meat, for whom Christ died.

16 Let not then your good be evil spoken of :

17 For the kingdom of God is not meat and
drink ; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in
the Holy Ghost.

1% For he that in these things serveth Christ @
acceptable to God, and approved of men.

19 Let us therefore follow after the things which

uke for peace, und things wherewith one may
edify another.

20 For meat destroy not the work of God.,  All
things indeed are pure ; but ¢ és evil for that man
who eateth with offense,

21 Jt is good neither to cat flesh, nor to drink
wine, nor anything whereby thy brother stumbleth,
or is offended, or is made weak.

22 Hast thou faith? have é to thyself before
God., .Ilupp{ s he that condemneth not himself in
that thing which he allov eth,

23 And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, be-
cause ke eateth not of faith : for whatsoever és not
of fuith is sin,

Revised Version,

So then cach one of us shall give account
of himself to God.

Let us not therefore judge one another any
more : but judge ye this rather, that no man put
a stumbling-block in his brother's way, or an
oceasion of falling. I know, and am persuaded
in the Lord Je'sus, that nothing is unclean of
itself': save that to him who accounteth any-
5 thing to be unclean, to him it is unclean. For
if beeause of meat thy brother is grieved, thou
walkest no longer in love, Destroy not with thy
16 meat him for whom Christ died.  Let not then
17 your good be evil spoken of: for the kingdom
of God is not eating and drinking, but right-
eousness and peace and joy in the IHoly Ghost,
8 For he that herein serveth Christ is well-pleas
9 ing to God, and approved of men. 8o then let
us follow after things which make for peace,
and things whereby we may edify one another,
20 Overthrow not for meat’s sake the work of God.
All things indeed are clean ; howbeit it is evil
for that man who cateth with offense. It is
good not to cat tlesh, nor to drink wine, nor o
do anything whereby thy brother stumblech,
The faith which thou hast, have thou to thyself
before God, Happy is he that judgeth not him-
self'in that which he approveth, But he that
doubteth is condemned if he eat, because ke
eateth not of faith; and whatsoever is not of
faith is sin,

TIME AND PLACE.—Written by Paul
from Corinth, in the early spring of the fourth year
of Nero’s reign—A. D. 58. The apostle had been
intrusted by the churches of Macedonia and Achaia
with some money to be paid to the Christian poor
at Jerusalem, On his way thither he made his

third visit to Corinth, where he stopped three

ionths, and from which he sent this letter by the
hand of Phebe, a deaconess, to the Christians at
Rome. It is one of the profoundest of human com-
positions.  This lesson presents an unanswerable
argument for total abstinence. DOCTRINAL
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SUGGESTION.—The of God.

(Verse 17.)

HOME READINGS.

M. Personal responsibility (temperance).
Rom. 14, 12-23.

Tu. Burden-bearing. Gal. 6. 1-10.
W. Pleasing others. Rom. 15. 1-7.
Th. My reighbor. Luke 10. 25-37.
F. Giviag account. 1 Peter 4. 1-8.
S. A bad excuse. Prov. 24.1-12.
8. Avoiding offense. 1 Cor. 10. 23-33.

kingdom

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 168, New Canadian Hymnal.
Rescue the perishing.

No. 171, New Canadian Hymnal.

Go labour on; spend, and be spent.

No. 172, New Canadian Hymnal.

Sowing in the morning, sowing seeds of kind-
ness.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.
1. A Principle, v. 12-15.

What is Paul’s statement concerning our moral
responsibility ¢

As a consequence of this personal responsibility
what should we not do?

What should we do? A

Concerning what had Paul come to & certain
conclusion ?

What ritualistic restrictions are alluded to in
verse 147

What is the * principle” laid down by Paul?
(Verse 14.)

Is it ever right to do that which one believes to
be wrong? Why not?

What lack does our neglect of a brother's con-
science show ?

In what does the kingdom of God not consist !

In what does it consist ?

Who is pleased by the Christian who is careful
of these things?

What is Paul’s conclusion in verse 19.

What does * edify " mean ?

How does all this bear on the use of intoxi-
cants
2. An Application, v. 20-23.

In what sense are all things pure !

How does verse 21 illustrate verse 141

What docs Paul mean by telling us to have faith
to ourselves before God ?

What is meant by the last clause of verse 22 !

What is the GoLpex Texr?

Can the use of intoxicating liquors as o beverage
be justified on any tenable ground ¢

Practical Teachings.

Where does this lesson teach—

1. That we cannot escape personal responsi-
bility 1

2, That all men and women are our
sisters ?

3. That conscientious scruples should always be
respected

4. That we should avoid the very appearance of
evil?

5. That God’s kingdom consists not in ex-
ternals

6. That it is our duty to abstain from all intox-
icants

brothers and

Hints for Home Study.
Find reasons for total abstinence from all imtox-
icants :
1. In our physical duty to ourselves.
9. In our intellectunl duty to ourselves.
34 In our spiritual duty to ourselves.
4. In our duty to others.

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.

1. A Principle, v. 12-10.

Who will have to give account to God?

From what, then, hould we refrain ¢

What should we try to avoid?

Of what was Paul fully persuaded ?

To whom were things unclean ?

When did one's conduct become uncharitable ?

What is such an one bidden not to do?

What advice is given as to one's good !

In what does the kingdom of God not consist?

What are its clements ?

What is said of him who thus serves the Lord?

W hiat, then, ought we to follow ?
2. An Application, v. 20-23.

What ure we warned not to destroy ?

When do pure things become evil ¢

What self-denial does Paul say is good ? (GoLp~
N Text.)

For whom should one have faith?

Who is happy in self-indulgence ?

What is said of the doubter?

What is declared to be sin?

What proof have we that drunkard-making is
sin? (Hab. 2. 15.)

How do we know that drunkenness is sin?

23, 31.)
Teachings of the Lesson,
Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. Our individual responsibility to God !
9. The duty of self-deniul for thesake of others ¢

|
(1 Cor. 6. 10.)
‘ What is the safe and wise course? (Prov.
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3. That we ought to shun all doubtful courses What do many people love to gratify! Their
and conduct appetites,
Home Work for Young Bereans, How should we not grieve our brothers? By
ot % ¢ ;| our eating or drinking.
lvt:é:i:&“:}? "‘:ulmce(:;;i:egﬂch il What is not meat and drink ¥ The kingdom
Write down as many reasons as you can think of‘:,"'h:‘:;s 31 Giondliseas, peace; and Joy
t 4 ink i ’ ; " 5 *
ohuy 1k 1n wachg to ariuk intexioknf What is better than to eat meat or drink wine?
QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER To help somebody.
SCHOLARS. How can we help others? By example as
What comes after the Acts of the Apostles in the | well as word.
Bible! The Epistles. What should a Christian try to be? Pure in
What are these Epistles? Letters written | all things.
by apostles. What harms and ruins the body? Strong
Who wrote the Epistle to the Romans? Paul, | meat and strong drink.
What did Paul want the Roman Christians to
bet Holy people. Words with Little People.
To whom does he say everyone must give | A loving Christian is—

account? To God. . | Quick to think of others’ good.
What must not Christians put in the way of Ready to deny self.

others? Temptation to sin. Watchifil to nleaso God § .
What should they have for one another? RN Please God in ll things,

Charity. Wh
What should we do for the sake of others? v‘il;!per Pledge.

Deny ourseives. 1 will follow Jesus,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
General Statement.

In the spring of A. D. 58, toward the close of Paul’s third great missionary journey, and about three
years before he was taken to Rome as a prisoner, the Epistle to the Romans was written—a letter from
the greatest of apostles to the little group of Christians who dwelt in the imperial city, Pamphlets,
magazines, and newspapers were then unknown, and such treatises as would now come to us in the form
of a small book or a quarterly article would be, in those days, of nccessity tucked into a letter. Who
founded the church at Rome ? No one certainly knows. During the pentecostal days which followed
our Lord’s resurrection a few ** strangers of Rome’’ had seen and heard the first great manifestation of
the Holy Spirit. These may have carried the Gospel back with them ; but *‘ there was continual inter-
course between Rome and the cities of Greece and Asia Minor” (Ford), and as Paul, when he wrote
this letter, was already on terms of friendship with many of those he addressed, it is not unlikely that
in various Eastern cities they had been converted under his preaching. Rome was the very pivot of
the world then. It could only be a question of time when the greatest exponent of the Gospel should
proclaim it from the most influential center. By this letter he opens the way for his projected visit.
Then, too, those questions which embarrassed Christians everywhere came to Roman Christians with

Itiplied and i ified embarr Asa q Paul’s letter is at once one of the profoundest
theological treatises ever written, and one of the most practical of guides to moral conduct. In the pas-
sage which is our lesson Paul treats of various questionable acts, which some of the Christians performed
with aclear conscience, and which others thought exceedingly wrong—acts which are not wrong in them-
selves, but which may b wrong b of cir ances. Hespeaks of the duty of Gentile Christians
in relation to the prejudices of Christian Jews ; the duty of Jewish Christians in relation to the laxity of
Christian Gentiles ; and the relation of all sorts of Christians to the pagan world around them. He con-
siders problems which threatencd at times to rend the church asunder. Those precise problems have
been solved centuries ago, but the principles which solved them are eternal, and applicable to all ques-
tions of conduet which confront the Church and the individual Christian to-day. These principles are
presented in our lesson,

Verse 12. So then. Our lesson is a brief | weak, and be careful in the exercise of their law-
summing up of all that has gone before, Paul's | ful liberty in that which is allowable if it be found
general thought in this chapter is ““ that those who | to cause a brother who is not equally strong to trip
are strong ought to be paticnt with those who are | and fall; that it is better to use the liberty for
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sclf-denial than for gratification at the expense of
others.” — Pentecort. The next verse contrasts with
this in its cmphasis of ** one another.”
not escape personal e sponsibility.

13, Judge . « + judge. The first =d
“judge” has the scnse of condemn j the seeond
las the sense of decide, exercise judgment. One
might read the verse thus: No long
let us condemn, but let us determine that we will

W

not increase the
of otl
Christians to be steppi nes to lheaven, not
stumbling-blocks, Christ reveals himself as the
Way to heaven, and we as members of Christ are
members of that Way, and should not occasion
others to fall by faulty example. The verse teaches
that the moralist’s duty is to wateh himself rather
than to eriticise others.

14, I know, and am persuaded. In the

(1) Weean- |

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,.

therefore, | A :
| propriety arisc
likelihood of the condemnation |
A stumbling=block. God meant |

|

| wrong.

first place, my common scnse tells me; in the |

second place, I have a dircet imp jon made on
my mind from on high. U
monially unclean, The Hebrew ritual had fenced
off a great many articles of food, and Iaul teaches
that no article is in its intrinsic moral character
cither pure or impure, but to him that believes it
to be unclean to him it is unclean ; that is to say,
if a man does that which he believes to be wrong,
even though he may be mistaken and the deed be
not intrinsically wrong, he is wrong in doing it.

15. If thy brother be grieved with thy
meat, The true Christian regards not only all
of the “ houschold of faith?” as his brothers and
sisters, but also all women and men * for whom
Christ died.” Tt is wrong to ‘gricve’ any-
one by doing anything which hurts his moral
sense. Meats All food in general. Charitas
ble means in love, with tender Christian affection.
Destroy not him with thy meat. If Paul
were living now he would utter the same principle
with another application, and say, ** Destroy not
him with thy drink.”

16. Let not then your good be evil
spoken of. * Your good™ means your liberty,
your broader conception of God's law. Many a mun
breaks this rule beeanse he must not only avoid
that which offends his own conscience, but also
avoid that which to the weak econscience of his
brother may be evil.

17. The kingdom of God is God's dominion
over the hearts of men instituted and administered
by Christ. Paul first tells what it isnot, It is
not food, nor clothes, nor church ceremonies, A
man is not a Christian because he observes certain
Church ceremonies, nor hecause he wears the garb
of a Quaker or of a primitive Methodist, nor he-
cause he abstains from eertain articles of food. The
essence of the kingdom of God is in the inward
graees of the spiritual life, and not in anything ex-
ternal.

lean means cere- |

[Sept. 17.

18, In these things. In “ rightcousness, and
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.”  Drc ss and act
as you pleasc, if your whole life be governed and
constrained by this triad of graces; and if it be so
there is no danger that you will in anything make
your brother to offend.

19. What shall we then do when questions of
2 This verse is the answer, Edify
means build up.

20. For meat. That is, for the suke of meat.
Destroy not the work of God. The* work
of God " is the salvation of weak men. Let us not
for personal gratification injure the faith or con-
science of any brother, whether he be right or
All things indeed are pure. It
tukes the world, even the Christian world, a long
time to learn how profoundly true this is but un-
til its truth is generally recognized it is the part
of the charitable Christian whose mind is enlight-
ened to regard the conscience of his weak brother.
Evil for that man who eateth with offenses
Injurious to him whose conscience is hurt by the
act. The earliest human conception of religion
was duty—God’s commandment and man’s obed-
jence. The gist of the Gospel is, that what God
requires is our heart’s love. Conduct is of no im=
portunce at all except as the outcome of the
heart.

22. Hast thou faith? Have it to thyself
before God. Dr. Pentecost, from whom we
quoted above, has avery gensible noteon this text :
“Do not play the hypocrite and do things on
the sly ; but in what may be right and lawful for
you to do at home, where you are not brought into
contact with the weak, or in company with those
who have like faith, please yourselfy but be carcful
that you do not condemn yourself in the things
which you allow by exercising your liberty where
it may canse your brother to stumble or offend, or
become even more weak than he is, by raising
seruples in his mind,  If Paul would protect the
weuk from the liberty of the strong in this matter,
he certainly protects the strong from the unwar-
rantable espionage of the weak, who would follow
him into his own house, or anywhere else, for the
purpose of asserting the sovereignty of his weak-
ness over him.” Condemneth not himself in
that which he alloweth, Ilappy is he that
allows himself to do nothing about which he is
scrupulous.  Ile does only what he neither knows
nor fears to be sinful.

23. He that doubteth is damned if he
eat. * Dunned” means condemned. 1le that is
convineed that a thing is wrong and doeth it is
condemned, not because what he did was wrong—
it may have heen right—but because he has done
that which he thinks to be wrong, and which
therefore is to him morally bad.
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CRITICAL NOTES.

“There are eertain acts which the educated con-
seience universally recognizes as prohibited by the
moral law ; there are certain other acts which the
cducated conscienve universally recognizes as not
prohibited by the moral law. Theve are, however,

«ut number of acts that lic midway between

e two 3 they are neither certainly right nor cer-
ainly wrong, certainly prohibited nor certainly
permitted.  How to determine what is right and
what wrong among these qtiestioned aets is a
problem which has perplexed not only every con-
seientious and even every timid person, but also
every teacher of practical morals in every age and
nation.” To be able to turn the light of past ex-
perience on present problems is the privilege of
the educated. e who is familiar with the history
of this middle ground will grapple more intelli-
gently its existing phenomena.  Such a glimpse,

|
|

absolutely more sacred than another; **all things
are yours. . ..the world, or life, or death, or things
present, or things to come; ull are yours.” Itis
the subjective state of the individual that makes
the doing of a thing right or wrong. * He that
doubteth is condemned if he cat,” ¢ Allthings are
clean ; howbeit it is evil for that man who eateth
with offense.”

4. 1f the right or wrong ix in the agent and not
in the thing, naturally enough then does Paul
leave the responsibility of the determination of
these matters to the individual conscience. * Let
cuch man be fully assured in his own mind.”
With an emphasis that cannot be reproduced does
the apostle in these words enjoin upon every indi-
vidual the obligation ef eontinually searching for

| sure ground for himself, and for himself alone. No

for instance, as the article * Casuistry ” in the £n- |
cyclopedia Britannica affords will broaden one's |
view and make somewhat clear how these ques- |

tions change from age to age, how different are the
methods of treatment that have been in vogue,
and with what results the application of a given
method has been attended. Such a study will
enable one better to appreciate the great wisdom
of the apostle who, nincteen centuries ago, wrote
this chapter—the classic for all times in this de-
partment of morals. Puul’s method is the method
generally adopted in the last two centuries by
those handling this subject ; namely, not to give
explicit directions for every case that may arise,
but to Juy down certain fundamental principles of
action, and leave the application of these prinei-
ples to the conscience of the individual. The chap-
ter, to be studied to advantage, must be taken as a
vhole. The following statements are worthy of
notice :

1. The terms employed by the apostle to desig-
nate the two parties in the Church are significant,
and furnish the clew to his general view of the
problem. The man who has seruples, who eats
only herbs, who prefers one day to another, is a
man weak in faith. The man who is free from
seruples, who has faith to eat all things, who es-
teemeth cvery day alike, is the strong man.

2. It follows logically that Paul must identify
himself with the strong free party. To this he
distinetly declares himself to belong inchap. 15. 2.

3. Now this he could not do, if there was any
raal ground for conscientious seruples in such mat-
ters. The fundamental utterance, then, of his argu-
ment is found in verse 14: T know, and have been
persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that nothing is un-
clean of itself.” Moral character belongs to the
agent doing, and not to the thing done, An idol
is nothing ; meat offered to an idol does not there-
by become unclean ; one day is not inherently and

mun can shift this responsibility, no man dare
assume it for another.

5. How could it be otherwise than that conelu-
sions must vary as the subjective states of the in-
dividuals vary ¢ There can be no uniform stand-
ard, There is debatable ground. Difference of
opinion is legitimate and unavoidable. * Let us
not therefore judge one another any more,” The
man who is strong and free iz to be accounted
happy in his strength and freedom, and may
rightly enjoy himself before God. The man who
is weak is to be governed by his weakness, and
not by another's strength, Each man answers to
his own conscience before God. To his own mas-

| ter he stands or falls.

6. Negatively, men are not to judge one another—
that is, hinder one the other ; positively, they are
to help one another. The weak man is to render
help by regarding his weakness as weakness, He
is not to make his weakness his glory, but his
shame. Above all, he is not to make his weakness
the measure of another's strength. He is to grow
in grace and faith till he can not only bear his own
burden but become a burden-bearer. He is to be-
gin a transition from weakness to strength. The
strong man must help the weak. Strength to the
child of the kingdom is strength for service, ** For
ve, brethren, were called for freedom; only use
not your freedom for an cccasion to the flesh, but
through love be servants one to another. For
the whole law is fulfilled in one word; in this:
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.”

“No interpreter can understand the apostle’s
whole doctrine who does not take both sides of
the matter into his consideration. No body of
Christian believers, it may be added, can fulfill the
apostolic injuction so long us the men of freedom
respecting the indifferent things are alone called
upon to obey its voice, and cease to despise their
weaker brethren. The weaker party must also
do what has often been forgotten in later times, a8
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it was in Paul's day—cease to condemn those who
are raised, through faith and knowledge, into the
understanding that none of these things are un-
clean in themselves, but that they are so only to
him who thinks them to be so.

The Lesson Council.

Question 1. Oughta Christian to abstain from
every indulgence which will not injure himself
merely because the same indulgence would injure
another ?

The realm of casuistry s a very unsatisfactory
one. It has usually been a dangerous one to prac-
tical life. Personal rights (if there be such a
thing) and duty to a brother ought never to be
pitted against each other. A true Christian will
always forego self for his brother’s good. Selfish
indulgence to the injury of a neighbor is contrary
to the second commandment. The principle is a
uriversal one: destroy not thy brother with thy
indulgence. Its application to any particular case
must be left to the ranctified conscience, under
divine guidance,

Question 2. ow far is one's own conscience to
be his guide 7 Is it enough to say : ** My conscience
does not condemn me? "

An analysis of moral conduct shows the
following steps: (1) One’s conscience urges him
to consider the moral quality of acts. (2) In
studying the moral aspect of an action his
judgment declares the action to be right or
wrong. This judgment is the product of in-
heritance, environment, study, the Holy Spirit, etc.
It may, therefore, be or not be correct. (3) His
conscience urges him to perform the act or not, in
accordance with his judgment. (4) Conscience
approves or disapproves according to the decision
of the will. One ought always to follow his con-
science, because conscience will not urge him to do
the act unless the judgment has approved it ; and
one cannot develop moral character unless he fol-
Jows his best judgment. But it is not a sufficient
defense to say that does not d
one, because he may have neglected to enlighten
his judgment. He is free from blame only when
he oan say : 1 have used all possible means to
secure light, and have followed the best light I
could get *

Question 3. How far is the conscience of * the
weak ™ to be the guide of ** the strong ? "

The man with the weak conscience is my brother.
Reference to him makes many right things inex-
pedient. For his sake I can restrict mere appetite
or selfish inclination up to the line of necessity.
Further than that I may not go; since abstinence
from what is necessary would *“ destroy the work
of God ”” in me as certuinly as mere indulgence in

what is not necessary would * destroy the work
of God " in my brother, * The weuk " may influ-
ence *“ the strong” to self-denial, but not to self-
destruction,

Question 4. Which is worse ; the liberty that
goes too far, or the uncharitableness that censures it?

The liberty that goes too far is sin, und therefore
justly censurable, Many vices are simply excesses
in the use of things innocent and lawful. Too
great liberality, for example, is prodigality ; too
great economy is parsimony. Liberality and
economy are virtues ; prodigality and parsimony
are vices. But who is to judge where the one ends
and the other begins? *‘Let every man be fully
persuaded in his own mind,” but let him exer-
cise his liberty with due regard to the intcrests of
others. The censoriousness that puts an un-
charitable construction upon the liberty of an-
another is perhaps the greater sin, not only be-
eause of its lack of the charity that * thinketh no
evil,”” but because it assumes the prerogative of
God, to whom alone belongeth judgment.

Analytical and Biblical Outline.
Personal Religion.

I. PERSONAL ACCOUNTABILITY.
Everyone. .. .shall give account. v.12.
“Ile will judge the world,” Acts 17, 3.
¢ Bring thee into judgment.” Eccles. 11. 9.
I1. PersoNAL INFLUENCE.
Noman....stumbling-block. v.13.
“ @Give none offense.” 1 Cor. 10. 32.
¢ Needs be. . ..offenses come.” Matt. 13, T.
111, PersoNAL CHARACTER.
Esteemeth. . . .to him. .. .unclean. v. 14-16.
« Providing for honest things.” 2 Cor. 8. 21.
“ Honest among the Gentiles.” 1 Peter 2. 12.
IV. PersoNAL EXPERIENCE.
Kingdom. .. joy in the Holy Ghost. v.1T.
“ We have peace with God.” Rom. b. 1, 2.
“ Peace of God. . ..shall keep.” Phil. 4. 7.
V. PERSONAL ACCEPTANCE.
Is acceptable to God. v. 18.
¢« Him will my Father honor.” John 12. 26.
“ Acceptable....by Jesus Christ.” 1 Peter 2. 5.
V1. PersoNaL Faitn.
Hast thou faith? . . . .to thyself. v. 22, 23.
“1f our heart condemn....not.” 1 John 3. 21
“ Void of offense toward God.” Acts 24, 16.

Thoughts for Young People.
Concerning Our Neighbors.

1. It is never vight to do that which we think
wrong, merely because our meighbors think it right.,
If we honestly believe any act to be wrong, it be-
comes wrong to us. No * neighbor’s” conscience
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must be enthroned in the judgment seat of my
heart.

2. It is sometimes wrong to do that which we
know is inuocent, merely because our neighbors think
it wrong. We have a solemn responsibility for the
welfare of all who are weak ; and if’ any innocent
indulgence of ours leads anyone else astray we
should at once abandon it.

3. There is only one infallible rule concerning
the right and wrong of actions. That is, Love God
with all thy soul and mind and strength ; and love
thy neighbor as thyself. The kingdom of God is
within us; and if love be the mainspring of all
our deeds, we shall not be in danger of doing essen-
tial wrong, or of injuring our neighbors,

Ao For the suke of peace every concession should be
made that conscience will allow. The progress of
God’s cause hus been delayed by many an unnee-
essary wrangle about trifles,

8. Lor the sake of peace no concession should be
made that conscience will not allow, And that
conscience which makes any truce with men who
for dollars make merchandise in other men's souls
is already debased and vile.  We cannot build up
Christian character on beer ; we cannot edity one
another by issuing licenses and Judas might as
well hope for eternal salvation, with the thirty
picces of silver jingling in his girdle, as he who
makes peace with the liquor interest, whether his
motive be to add to his wealth, or to tickle his

palate, or to *‘stand by his party.”

Lesson Word-Pictures.

When 1 read that verse, *“ So then every one of us
shall give account of himself to God,” I think of
aman who has a dream one night. e sees him-
self a disembodied spirit going out of this life, as-
cending through the myster‘ous twilight of another
life to stand before God and there give account of
himself. But why should any one of us fear this
meeting ! Is not God our heavenly Father? Has
not life been a longing, a hunger, a thirst for him?
Do we pass through any “ twilight?” O nojitis
the sunshine of our Father's face, and we welcome
it, for he knows us, and we ean: commit all to him,
Why is it, then, that soul is so uneasy in his dream,
and is glad to awake and find it all a dream, and
instead of a judge’s voice hear the birds singing a
sweet morning hymn to their Maker? Why was
the dream so disturbed? Was it not because he
judged so severely, the evening before that dream,
s neighbor, Peter Weak-in-the-Flesh? The
dreamer thinks it is his own business, and that
of no one else, if he has wine on his table.
Those invited to his hospitality can tell you that
at one side of his plate is a little glass—not a big
one—and in its crystal will flash the erimson of the
wine he stores in his cellar. He drinks, he smacks
his lips, he rises from the table; he says, ** My

brain is clear! I am none the worse for my
glass.”  Watch him at a wedding feast, a public
dinner. He tips a little glass—only one—drains
it, and declares, *“ I have not made a fool of my-
self.  What I have done is all right.”

The moderate drinker has a neighbor, Peter
Weak-in-the-Flesh, who feels the temptation to
drink only to yield to it sadly. '

It was Peter that Neighbor Moderation judged so
severely the evening before that dream nhout a
judging God, Neighbor Moderation shook his
head. * That man Peter has no self-control,” he
suid.  “ He ought to rule his appetite, and not be
ruled by it.  Moderation, good old Bible-modera-
tion, is what Peter wants.  Let him look at me!”

And Peter looks.

It is one night, cold and dismal, when the wind,
in cutting blasts, sweeps in from the sea,  Peter is
going home from his work, chilled and tired. He
nears a saloon. e sces the ruddy windows, A
door opens 3 he hears the sound of luughter.

STt is warm in there,” suys Peter. ** One glass
won't hurt me.”

When he says that he sees Neighbor Moderation
taking his one glass,

“ Neighbor Moderation says one glass won't
hurt a man. 1’1l take one lass, that is all,” mur-
murs Pocer, and he follows the tempter. **'Lhe
devil is the tempter that night,”” some one says.
Maybe, but he wears the clothes of Neighbor
Moderation.

The latter is going home late that night. He is
nearing a lamp-post, and he stumbles over a body.
Shocked, he raises it, and into the light comes the
ghastly, bleeding face of Peter, killed when he fell
heavily upon the curbstone, striking his temple
against the sharp edge.

“ Died like a fool ! muttered Neighbor Moder-
ation. * But what can you expect when one is
drunk as a fool 1

0, what if that moderate drinker should see the
lamp-post turning into a cross and a dead Christ
should be on it, and out of the sky should come a
solemn voice, ** Destroy not him with thy meat for
whom Christ died ! ",

Neighbor Moderation reports the matter to the
police, who take charge of the body of the man
that stumbled over the curbstone, ** who lacked
moderation, who could not control himself, who
tumbled into the drunkard’s gutter,” to usc the
words of the moderate drinker.

I sce how it was,” he tells the police.

Would that he might ses something else—a man
going home to his wife and children, but when at
a saloon door he is tripped up by a stumbling-block,
Neighbor Moderation’s wineglass |

Does he see this?

No, his eyes are shut to the fact of his bad ex-
ample. He is asleep over the sin of his one glass.
Asleep? Then wake him up! Rouse him!
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Orientalisms of the Lesson.

Rom. 14, 21. Eat flesh or drink wine. The same

a word once spoken carries on its vibrations to the

distinction between food deemed “‘clean” and |

« unclean ” found in the law of Moses is observed
still throughout much of the East, as shown by
Layard, Van Lennep, Thompson, and others, who
speak of widely-separated countries. The camel
is still forbidden to the Jews, but the Arab tribes
eat the camel and offer it in sacrifice. Swine are
held in abomination by Mohammedans every-
where, whether they are found in Arabia, Turkey,
Africa, India, or China. The bird-kind are di-
vided to-day as follows : Unclean—cagle, ossifrage,
osprey, vulture, kite, hawk, raven, crow. Clean
—pigeon, dove, partridge, quail, lark, swan, goose,
duck, snipe.

The Hindoos are as particular about food being
ceremonially * clean ”” and served by proper per-
sons as ever the Jews were, when living strictly
according to the eleventh chapter of Leviticus.
The very shadow of a low caste man falling on
the prepared food of a high caste man will pollute
it. The Jews in all our large cities in the United
States purchase meat prepared by Jewish butch-
ers only, The animal is specially selected free
from blemish as the Jewish law requires, and
then it is prepared by bleeding to death, never
by knocking in the head, as we would a bullock.
Jewish boarding houses and hotels are estab-
lished also, in our cities, that the Hebrews may
obtain food prepared according to Jewish usage.
The necessity of this may be scen when we re-
member that there are said to be sixty thousand
Jews in the city of Chicago alone.

The gypsies make little distinction, as they eat
mice. The Moslems kill the wild boar and sell
it to Europeans, but do this without touching it.
The Coptic Christians and those in Abyssinia all
eschew hog meat. The Chinese do not cat meat,
and think they can detect a distinet peculiar odor
about Europeans who do cat beef. This absti-
nence from meat isnot from the idea of the sacred-
ness of the cow, as with the Hindoos. The Chinese
do not so much as use the milk of the cow, but the
Hindoos will do that, though they would, if they
dared, mob anybody who killed cattle for food.
In times of famine they will starve alongside of
cattle rather than kill or partake of them for food.

By Way of Illustration.

Verse 12. Daniecl Webster was once asked,
“ What is the most important thought you ever
entertained 2 He replied, * The thought of my
individual responsibility to God.”

Nothing that is said is ev.r extinguished;
nothing that is done ever ceases its influence.
Scientific men assert that a blow onee struck or

end, and will repeat itself in the air till the judg-
ment day. And Scripture leads us to believe that
it will at that day mect us again, a memorial of the
good or evil we have done.

3.

Verses 14-16, 20-23, * Bear ye one another’s
burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.” Suppose
the older members of a family should insist that
the little children and the sick brother or sister
should carry the same burdens which they carry,
how unjust it would seem ! So must the stronger
Christians consider the less strength of their
weaker brothers. A game of cards cannot
possibly hurt me,” says a young lady, who has no
taste nor skill for gambling.  But the young man
whom she teaches in her parlor becomes a famous
player, wins all the prizes, finds that an casier
way to earn money than honest work, and becomes
a gambler and defrauder.

The young athlete does not mind the washed-out
highway, because he can span the dangerous open-
ing at one jump. Shall he then declare that it re-
main 8o, because only the blind and lame and
children will stumble and fall? The open saloon
does not tempt you, O ye of trained appetite and
strong will; but shall it stay open becausc only
those of inherited appetites and weak wills and
less experience and fewer yecars are ruined
thereby ¢

Verses 17-19. What is the kingdom of God?
Every kingdom has its products. Go down to the
river here, and you will find ships coming in with
cotton—you know they come from America; you
will find ships with tea—you know they are from
Chinaj ships with wool—you know they come from
Australiaj ships with coffee—you know they come
from Java. What comes from the kingdom of
God? Turn to Romans: *The kingdom of God
is rightcousness, peace, joy.” Righteousness is
just doing what is right. Any boy who does what
is right, who, instead of being quarrelsome, lives
at peace with the other boys, and whose heurt is
filled with joy because he does what is right, has
the kingdom of God within him,  You can easily
tell a house or a workshop or an office where the
kingdom of God is not ! The first thing you see is
that the * straight” thing is not always donc.
Customers donot get fair play. You are in danger
of learning to cheat and to lie. Or, if you find
everybody sulky and ill-tempered, some of the
men not on speaking terns with others, and the
whole feel of the place miserable and unhappy, the
kingdom of God is not there, for it is peace and
joy.—Drummond.

The Teachers’ Meeting.
Very interesting and profitable lines of approach
to this lesson may be found in the actual condi-
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tion of the carly churches, composed partly of |
Jews and partly of Gentiles, and set in the midst [
of immoral heathenism. Master the facts con-
cerning ** the meats ofrered to idols.”  Deduce the
practical lesson that a disciple of Christ should
avoid everything that would lead another into sin
or backsliding. Then apply this general prin-
ciple to the moral questions which are kept in
mind by your pupils in their most serious hours:
to liquor-drinking ; Jo dancing; to card-playing;
to theater-going, cte., ete. ... Notice Paul's various
arguments d call for a reading of the text which
pithily presents each: (1) An argument from the
final judgment; (2) From the weakness of our
brothers ; (3) From the love of Christ, who died
for the weakest; (4) From the danger of misun-
derstanding—our lives are preserved in this world
simply because we are Christ’s epistles, ‘“ known
and read of all men ;" it would be disastrous if
we were “read” und misunderstood; (5) From
the true nature of ‘‘the kingdom of God.”....

Show how each argument is applicable to modern |

church life.
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Primary and Intermediate,
LessoN Tuovenr, Lhiaking About Othars First.
Nlustrative Story. Mary’s mamma was going

away to stay two days. Mary was only nine years

old, but she was thoughtful and obedient, and her
mamma could trust her. “ 1 am going to leave
you in charge, Mary,” she said, ** and I want you
to keep an account in this little book of every-
thing the cook buys, and of everything that is
done which you think I would like to know.”

Mary was pleased, and she wrote down very care-

fully a little history of the two days’ doings.

When her manima came home she was ready to
“give account’ to her. Does this help you un-
derstand what Paul means when he says we must
one day give account of ourselves to God ?

[With brown, flat crayon make a path on the
board. Tell the children to think of this as a pic-
ture of the pathway of life.] By and by we must
come to the end of the path. Then our bodies die,
and our spirits go into another life. Whether thut
will be a happy life depends upon how we have

| lived here. Would you like to know how to live

References.

Foster's CyeLopepia, Prose, 456, 4076, 5004-5007, |

805, 22, 423, 424, 646, 4173-4177. Ver. 21: 3229-
3236, Ver, 22: Prose, 2114, 3220, 3256,

Blackboard.

(ATEPPING STONE,OR
) TUMBLING BLOCK,

WHICH ¢

| My EXAMPLE ﬂ

The blackboard puts a clearly defined question |

to each one of us, Whatisthis? A stone. What
is written on it? * My Example.” What does that
mean? [t means this: that not one of us can es-
cape personal responsibility. Yourexample means
one of two things, It is either a help to others, or
itis a hindrance. It is either a stepping-stone that
helps some one else to elimb up higher, or it is a
stumbling-block in the path of your companion
and associate. Ask yourself the question: My
Example—stepping-stone or  stumbling-block ;
Which ¢

0 as to be sure that the other life will be a happy

one? Then you must try to learn all you can
from these Bible lessons.

(Put the Lesson Symbol

on the board.] What does

a light do? Yes, it is its

business to shine. Even a

very little light shines and

makes a litt'e place light.

! So the smallest child who

i has the light of Love in his

heart will make a little place light and pleasant.

| [Make several little places on the path that look

like stones and tangles of briars, ete.]
Let us see what a child with love in his heart
will do as he goes along his life-path, [Label the

| obstructions: *Stlfishness,” * Ill-nature,”” * Un
| truth,” ete.] Jennie's mamma told her how

naughty it was to get angry. * But Helen gets

| mad,” said Jennie, and mamma knew that it was

true, and that Helen, who had joined the Church,
was a stumbling-block to her little girl. A real

| little Christian, who tries to be like Jesus, will
| mot put anything in the wiy to make another

stumble, but will try to smooth away the rough
places.

When Paul wrote this letter to the Roman Chris-
tians there were stumbling places in the way,

| just as now. Some of the Church members would

buy and eat meat and drink wine which had
first been offered to idols.  Others thought this
was very wrong, and they would find fault with
one another, and maybe call hard names. Paul
did not want them to do this. Love does not dis-
pute, or say hard words, or even think hard
thoughts. Love always tries to help. I will tell
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you what Walter did, and you may tell me if he :
had the right spirit in his heart. [

Walter lived in a village. Just a half mile away |
were some boys whose futher had a big orchard,
and & cider mill, Every fall he made cider, and
his little boys used to ask their boy friends to
come and drink cider. Walter went, and he liked
the sweet apple juice very much. But one day the
hoys found some in a cask which was not sweet.
It sparkled, and had a little pleasant, biting taste. |
Walter did not like it, but the other boys drank so |
much that they were sick and stupid all the rest of ‘
the day.

Walter told his papa about it, and asked why it
was,  When he learned that the cider which made
the boys sick had ¢ worked,” and the evil spirit
of strong drink had come into it, he suid, T will
never drink cider again, even if it is sweet ! And |
he not only signed a pledge himself, but he got a |
good many of his boy friends to do it too. Walter |
was not afraid that the strong cider would hurt \

\
|
|

him. for he did not like it; but he knew it might
hurt somebody else, and so he was willing to give
up drinking sweet cider, which he did like, for the
sake of others.

This i the kind of spirit that Paul wanted the
Roman Christians to have, and it is the kind of
spirit we must have if we want to please Jesus.
[Label some of the obstructions in the path:
“ Wine drops,” * Cigarettes,”” ‘* Games of
chance,” and talk about the traps of this kirfd
that Satan is always setting to catch some-
body.]

Print * Love is of God,” and show that we must
20 to him to get it. Below print ** Love makes us
think of others first,”” and talk a little about this.
still below print “Love makes us deny self)”
and teach that, though self-denial is hard at first,
it grows casier all the time, and that the path
grows brighter every day to one who walks in
love, as Jesus did, and as he wants us to do.

OPTIONAL HYMNS,
No. 1.

Yes ! for me, for me he careth.
Yield not to temptation.

Dare to do right.

If my disciple thou wouldst be.
Oft in danger, oft in woe.

No. 2.

Look up to Jesus.
Break the wave, Christian.

| us give nccount !

| peace.

The Lesson Catechism
[For the entire school.
1. For whom, and to whom, must each one of
Of himself, to God.

2. What should we avoid putting in a brother's
way? A stumbling block, or an occasion
to fall.

3. The kingdom of God is not meat and drink;
what is it? Righteousness, peace, and joy
in the Holy Ghost.

4. In this world of cross-purposes what should
we follow? The things which make for

5. What is the GoLpex Text: €¢It is good
neither to eat flesh, cte.

CATECHISM QUESTIONS,

58. Does God care for you?
1 know that he cares for me, and watches over
me always by his Providence.

59, What is the Providence of God?
The Providence of God is his preservation of all
his creatures, his care for all their wants, and his
rule over all their actions.

+>oo——

THIRD QUARTERLY REVIEW.

September 24.

GOLDEN TEXT : So then faith cometh
by hearing, and hearing by the word of

God. (Rom, 10.17.)
HOME READINGS.
M. Paul at Philippi.  Acts 16, 19-34.

Acts 17, 22-31.
Acts 19, 1-12.
Acts 20, 22-35,

Tu. Paul at Athens.
W. Paul at Ephesus.
Th. Paul at Miletus.

F. Puaul before Agrippa. Acts 26. 10-32.
S. Paul shipwrecked. Acts 27, 30-44.
§. Paul at Rome. Acts 28, 20-81.

REVIEW SERVICE FOR SENIOR
STUDENTS.

Lessox 1. Paul called to Europe, How
was Paul called to go to Europe? How soon after
the call did he start? What European convert re-
ceived him with Christian hospitality I Repeat
the GoLpex TexT.

Lessoy 1I.  Paul at Philippi. Where were
Paul and Silas confined because of a false accusa-
tion? What came at midnight? Who was led to
a knowledge of Christ by the apostle’s teaching?
Repeat the GoLpen Text.

Lessox 111, Paul at Athens, What did Paul

You're longing to work for the Master.
Rally for the cause of temperance.
Help the erring.

goto Athens for? What inscription did he seeon
an altar? What did he say about our ideal of God-
head? Gorpen Text.
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Lessox 1V, Paul at Corinth, What man
and wife received Paul in Corinth? Why did Paul
leave the Jews and go to the Gentiles? What did
God say to Paul in a vision in the night ¥ GoLpEN
Texr.

LessoN V. Paul at Ephesus, What did
Paul ask of the Ephesian disciples? What bless-
ing came upon them when he preached and laid
his hands upon them? What wonderful miracles
were there performed ¥ GoLpen Texr,

Lesson VI. Paul at Miletus, "o what
church officers did Paul say these words? Why
did he not count his life dearto himself? Of what
did he exhort them to take heed? What did he
say he knew about the future? GoLpen Texr,

Lessox VII. Paul at Jerusalem. Why did
the Jews in Jerusalem seck to kill Paul? Who
captured Paul from their hands? What did Paul
tell the chief captain, and what did he request?
GoLpeN TexT.

Lesson VIII. Paul before Felix. Of what
did Paul say he had a *“hope toward God?”
Wherein did he say he exercised himself?  What

3. P.A. GodisaSpirit;—
P.C. The preaching of the cross—
P. E, When he, the Spirit of

truth—

P. M. Remember them which—
P.J. For unto you it is given—
P. B. F. Watch ye, stand fast—
P.DB. A. Christ the power of God—
P.S. God is our refuge—
P.R. I am not ashamed—
P. R. It is good neither to eat—

I1, Test QuEsTIONS.

[Try to answer the following questions without
aid from books; fill out the pictures which the
questions suggest.]

1. From what two provinces of Asia Minor did
the Spirit shut Paul out? What vision did he
have at Troas? To what city of Macedonia did
he got In what place did he hold his first service t
Who was the first Christian convert in Europe

2. How were Paul and Silas treated when brought
before the magistrates? What suddenly occurred

did Felix do as Paul r d of righ =
temperance, and judgment to come? GoLDEN
Texr,

Lessox IX. Paul Before Agrippa. What
did Festus call out to Paul, and how did Paul re-
spond? What did Agrippa say to Paul, and how
did Paul respond? Why was Paul sent to Rome
GorpeN TexT.

Lesson X. Paul Shipwrecked. What were
the shipmen about to do? What did Paul exhort
What did the soldiers counsel ? What was the re-
sult? GorpeN TExr.

Lessox XI. Paul at Rome. What did the
Jews say to Paul? What did he respond and
testify ¢ What was Paul’s final word? GorpEn
Texr.

Lrsson XII. Personal Responsibility. In
what does the kingdom of God not exist, and what
isit? What does Paul say about what is pure and
what is evil? What is our duty toward our
brethren? Gorpen Texr.

Recall the following places, and be ready to tell
astory about each : Miletus, Rome, Athens, Malta,
Jerusalem, Troas, Corinth, Philippi, Ephesus,
Casarea,

REVIEW SCHEME FOR INTERME-
DIATE SCHOLARS,
REVIEW QUESTIONS,
I. Tue INvARIABLE ELEMENTS,

[Recall the Tities and GoLpen Texrts of the
Quarter by the aid of the following hints. Think,
think, think, until all come back easily and ac-
curately. ]

1. P. C. E. Go ye therefore, and teach—

2. P. P, Believe on the Lord—

at midnight? What important question did the
jailer ask? What was Paul’s answer? What was
the result of that midnight service ?

8. What proof of great reverence did Paul find
at Athens? What did he say of this “ unknown
God?” What did this God make? What does
he now command? Why should all men repent

4. To whom did Paul join himself in Corinth ?
‘Who opposed his preaching? What noted con-
vert did Paul win? What message came to him
from the Lord? How long did he remain in
Corinth ¢

5. What question did Paul ask the converts at
Ephesus? What was their reply? Through
whom was the Holy Ghost imparted to them?
How long did Paul remain at Ephesus? What
special miracles were wrought by him ¢

6. What did Paul know waited for him at Jeru-
salem? What did he call on the elders to witness ?
To what did he urge them to take heed? To
whom did he commend them? What words did
he urge them to remember

7. Who caused Paul’s arrest in the temple?
Who rescued him from the mob? Where did the
centurion take him for safety ¥ For whom did he
mistake Paul? What request did Paul make of
the captain ?

8. What denial did Paul make to Felix? What
did he confess? For what doctrine had he been
put in jeopardy? Upon what subjects did Paul
speak before Felix? How did Felix feel, and what
did he say ?

9. To what was Paul promptly obedient? What
duties did he preach? What did Festus say of
Paul? What did Agrippa say of his preaching?
What was Paul's wish for the king ¢

10, What evil plot did Paul prevent? What
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good cheer did he bring to all? How many
were there on the vessel? How many escaped !
How did they get to land?

11. Whom did Paul first summon in Rome?
What did he preach to these people? How did
they receive his messuge? To whom did he then
turn? How long did he continue this work ?

12. What makes the difference between clean
and unclean? When should we refrain from
things not really wrong? What self-denial does
Paul say is good? Whom does he pronounce
happy ¢ What does he say is always sin ?

REVIEW SERVICE FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.
Review Questionss
Goupex Texts :

Go ye therefore, and—

Believe on the Lord Jesus—

God is a Spirit, and—

The preaching of the—

When he, the Spirit of—

Remember them which—

For unto you it is given—

Watch ye, stand fast—

Christ, the power of—

God is our refuge—

1 am not ashamed—

1t is good neither—

Lessox 1is a call for help. What did Paul see
in a vision? A man of Macedonia. What
did the man say? ¢¢Come over and help
use?® To what city in Macedonia did Paul go?
To Philippi. Who was the first to be baptized
there? Lydia.

Lassox 11 is ** a song in the night.” Who were
thrown into prison at Philippi? Paul and
Silas. What was their crime!? Preaching
the Gospel. By whom were the prison doors
opened?! By the Lord. Who were converted
that night? 'The jailer and his family.

Lissox 111 tells of Paul’s visit to Athens. For
what was Athens famous ¢ 'The learning of the
peoples  What made Paul sad? To see them
worship idols. Of whom did Paul tell them ?
The true God. In whom do we live and move?
In God. What do we owe to him? Love and
service.

Lessox 1V is the story of Paul's life in Corinth.
Where did Paul go from Athens? To Corinth.
In whose house did he stay while there? In
Aquila’s. At what trade did Paul work? At
tentmaking. What did he do on the Sabbath
He preached the Gospel. How long did he
stay in Corinth? A year and a half.

Lzssox V tells of the coming of the Holy Ghost
to the disciples. Inwhat city did Apollos preach ?
In Ephesus, Who came to Ephesus later?
Paul, What did he ask if the disciples had
reccived? The Holy Ghost. When did the
Holy Ghost come upon themt After Paul
prayed.

Lessox VI tells of a parting with friends, Who
were Paul’'s enemies? The Jews. Where was
he going now? To Jerusalem. What did he
tell his friends he should have ! Trouble. What
did he urge them to do? To help each other.
What does the Lord tell us is blessed? To give.

Lessox VI is astory of persecution. Of what
was Paul accused in Jerusalem? Of breaking
the law. Who tried to kill him? The Jews.
Who took Paul to the castle? The Roman
captain, Lysias. Who was allowed to speak
to the people ¢ Paul,

Lisson VIII tells of Paul before Felix. To
whom did Lysias send Paul? To Felix, What
was Paul's crime? Preaching Jesus. What
would not Felix do? Condemn Paul. Where
did he keep him? In prison. Why did not Fe-
lix become a Christian? He put it off,

Lissox IX is of Paul preaching to Agrippa. How
long was Paul kept in prison? Two years.
What new governor Wwas appointed  then?
Festus. Who came to visit Festus 1 Agrippa.
Who spoke before Agrippat Paul. What was
Agrippa almost persuaded to be? A Christian.

Lesson X is the story of a great storm. Where
was Paul sent by Festus? To Rome. ‘What
rosc on the journey ¥ A storm at sea. Who
were in great danger? Allon the ship. What did
the Lord promise Paul? Safety. Where were
all safely landed? On the island of Melita,

Lissox XI tells of Paul’s life in Rome. Where
was Paul allowed to live in Rome? In a house
by himself. Who stayed with him? A soldier
to guard him. To whom did Paul preach? To
all who came to hear. How long did he stay
in Rome? Two years.

Lesson XII is a lesson on self-denial. Who
should learn to deny themselves? Christians.
To whom must we all give an account one day?
To God. How should we not grieve our brother !
By our meat and drink. What is better than
to eat meat or to drink wine? To help somes
body. How are bodies often ruined? By self=
indulgence.

_

Analytical and Biblical Outline.
¢ A Workman Approved of God.”
1. A~ Earsest WORKER.
TImmediately we endeavored. Acts 16.10.
« [n season, out of season.” 2 Tim. 4. 2
11, A Harry WORKER.
Prayed and sang praises. Acts 16. 25.
¢ Rejoice and be.... slad.” Matt, 5. 11,12,
1I1. A Wise WORKER.
Yemen of Athens. Acts 17. 22.
« Wise as serpents.” Matt. 10, 16,
1V. A DiiceNt WORRER.
Wrought. . . .occupation. ... .tentmakers, Acts18. 3.
« These hands have ministered.” Acts 20. 34
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V. A Semrrruar, WoRrker,
Have ye. .. .the Hoby Ghost? Acts 19, 2.
“ Walk....after the Spirit.” Rom. 8. 1.
VI. AN ArFECTIONATE WORKER,
Ceased not to warn., . . .with tears, Acts 20, 31,
1 have you in my heart.” Phil. 1. 7.
VIIL. A Susmissive WoRKER.
Jews. ... laid hands on kim. Acts 21. 27,
‘* Blessed are the meek.” Matt. 5. 5.
VIII. A Couraceovs WoRKER.
He reasoned. . .. Feliz trembled. Acts 24. 25,
1 may speak boldly.” Eph. 6. 20,
1X. A PersEvERING WORKER.
1 continue, ., witnessing, Acts 26, 22,
‘¢ Be thou faithful unto death.” Rev. 2. 10,
X. A Trustine WORKER.
There shall not a hair fall. Acts 27. 34,
“ Trust in the Lord.” Psalm 87. 8.
XI. A Scrirrurar, WoRKER,
Persuading. . ..out of the law. Acts 28. 23,
‘“Search the Scriptures.” John 5. 39,
XII. A SELF-DENYING WORKER.
Nor to drink wine. . . .stumbleth. Rom, 14, 21,
¢ Bear the infirmities,” Rom. 15, 1,

References.

Foster's Cyoropepia, Prose, 2815-2820, 6095~
6100, 9368-9375, 12262-12265.

B/ackboard,

JINKED TOGETHER.

Here are three links, being a part of the great
chain of lessons. If we had room enough we
might have twelve links, but we can get along
with the three, The small link is the review link
which fastens the facts and places together., In
roviewing the lesson commence with the first one,
and write inside the link, where the word * place
is, the name of the place where Paul was. Ask
the school to tell of what occurred there. Write
this in the link where the word * fact” is. Hav-
ing linked together the place and the fact or
event, ask such questions as may be thought best
touching on the study of that lesson, and then pass
on to the next one. The links will be filled as

follows, but it will be necessary to crase the numes

as you pass each lesson :

By RS .. Vision,

. Philippi ..Prison,

. Athens Address, Mars’ I1ill,

A R e, Tentmaking.

. Ephesus....

. Miletus ...
. Jerusalem

8,9, Cmaarol .ivovnssivasas Before F
10. Malta
11. Rome

..Preaching.

Prison.
ix—Festus,
...... Shipwreck,
..Interview with Jews,

Preaching to the Young.

We fully approve of the saying, “It requires
more ability to preach to the young and ignorant
than to preach to the mature and well instructed.”
But the reasons given do not always quite satisfy
us, The preacher to the educated and mature
preaches in his own range of thought, interest,
and association,. When he attempts to preach to
the young and the uneducated he seldom realizes
that he enters another range of thought, feeling,
and association, whose unfamiliarity makes effective
work extremely difficult. Often the mistake is made
of only trying to find expression in simple words.
The difficulty is let remain, that the thought, the
setting of truth, or the figure, is out of the child-
range. Very few persons can think good thought
within the limits of child-knowledge and associa-
tion. Those who work among children are not
careful enough in the endeavor to find out what
children really do think. Of course there is a pos.
sible extreme of simplicity which makes preaching
to children childish. Perhaps the truth is that
many who try to preach to children do not take
trouble enough over the preparation to insure any
high measure of success. It is so easy to get a
point or two in mind, and then to say, “Surely, I
can talk for ten minutes to children about this,”
and then to go and try, trusting to the clothing of
our thoughts at the time. The fact is, that prep-
aration for preaching to children should be the se-
verest work we do. And it is certainly work
which will well repay the utmost precision and
care, and an anxious effort to secure ru.lntivity to
the thought, interests, knowledge, and associa-
tions of the young people. If our readers have
any sense of failure in their attempts hitherto to
address young people, we very earnestly advise
them to ask themselves whether they have really
taken trouble enough. There is no work of which
it may more fittingly be said, “That which is
worth doing is worth doing well.”—Sunday School

Chronicle.
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Responsive

Supt. Title and Golden Text of First Lesson.

Roys. Paul Called to Europe.

@irls. * Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, bap-
tizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost.”

Supt. Second Lesson.

Boys. Paul at Philippl.

@irls. ** Belleve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou
ghalt be saved.”

Supt. Third Lesson.

Boys. Paul at Athens.

Girls. * God fs a Spirit: and they that worship
bim must worship him in spirit and in truth."

Supt. Fourth Lesson.

Boys. Paul at Corinth.

@Girls. ** The preaching of the cross is to them that
perish, foolishness ; but unto us which are saved, it 1s
the power of God."

Supt. Fifth Lesson.

Boys. Paul at Ephesus.

Girls. * When he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he
will guide you fnto all truth.”

Supt. Sixth Lesson.

Boys. Paul at Miletus.

Girls, * Remember them Which have the rule over
you, who have spoken unto you the word of God."

Supt. Seventh Lesson.

Boye. Paul at Jerusalem.

@irls. ** For unto you it 1s given in the behalf of
Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for
his sake.”

Supt. Eighth Lesson.

Boys. Paul before Felix.

Girls. * Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you
like men, be strong.”

Supt. Ninth Lesson.

Boys. Paul before Agrippa.

@Girls. ** Christ the power of God, and the wisdom
of God."”

Supt. Tenth Lesson.

Boys. Paul Shipwrecked.

Girls. * God is our refuge and strength, a very
present help in trouble.”

Supt. Eleventh Lesson.

Boys. Paul at Rome.

Girls. *1 am not ashamed of the gospel of
Christ.”

Supt. Twelfth Lesson.

Boys. Personal Responsibility.

@Girls. 1t 18 good neither eat flesh, nor to drink
wine, nor anything whereby thy brother stumbleth.”

LESSON 1. (Single Voice.)

Paul's first missionary journey having closed, be
sets forth pn his second and goes throughout Phrygia
and Galatia. Being forbidden to preach the word in
Asia, he came down to Troas. Here a vision appeared
to Paul in the night : there stood a man of Macedonia
and prayed him, saying, ** Come over into Macedonia,
and help us.” diately after, fed by Silas,
Timothy, and Luke, he safled for Neapolis, and from
thence traveled eight miles inland to Philippl. Asthere
was no synagogue in the city, they went on the Sabbath
by a riverside, where prayer was wont to be made, and
spake unto the women who resorted thither. A certain
woman, named Lydia, whose heart the Lord opened,

Review Service for

the Third Qua: .ct.

1istened, and was baptized with her household. 8hethen
fnvited Paul and his companions to abide at her house.

The steps of a good man are ordered of the Lord.

The Lord will open every human heart if he is wel-
comed to do so.

LESSON II.  (Single Voice.)

Paul wrought a miracle and cast out the evil spirit
from a poor slave girl. Her masters, having lost the
gain of her goothsaying, reported him falsely to the
magistrates. Paul and Silas were scourged and im-
prisoned with their feet in the stocks. At midnight they
prayed and sang praises. Suddenly a great earthquake
opened all the doors and loosed everyone's bands.
The keeper of the prison would have killed himself, but
Paul cried, * Do thyself no harm : for we are all here."”
Then the jailer said, s 8irs, what must I do to be
saved?" And they said, « Belfeve on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.” And
when he had washed their stripes, he and all his were
baptized.

God rescues his people in answer to prayer.

Simple faith saves.

LESSON IIL  (8ingle Voice.)

Paul at Athens shows him at the center of the world’s
intelligence. In this city, famous for philosophy and
poetry, art and eloquence, he preached the Gospel. He
was invited to speak on Mars® Hill, the seat of the
highest court. There, in a city of thirty thousand idols,
he declared that there was one God, and that he was the
Creator of all things., He proclaimed the brotherhood
of man, the certainty of judgment, and the resurrection
of the dead.

Our Father hath made of one blood all nations of
men.

He is not far from everyone of us.

LESSON IV. (Single Voice.)

Paul, going to Corinth, abode with Aquila and Pris-
cilla, because he was of the same craft—a tent-maker.
Every h he pi d in the sy and Silas
and Timothy soon joined him. The Jews rejected the
Gospel and Paul turned to the Gentiles. He assembled
the frst Christian church of Corinth in the house of
Justus. Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, with
all his house and many of the Corinthians believed and
were baptized. The Lord spoke to Paul in the night,
* Be not afraid, for I am with thee.” A year anda half
he stayed in Corinth tent-making and teaching.

Christ i8 with his working people.

Every man needs both work and worshio.

SINGING. Nes 33, 137, 180, New Canadian H mnal,
Or, Nos. 877,485 New Canadian Hymnal (enlarged ed.).

LESSON V. (Single Voice.)

Paul's visit to Ephesus was a part of his third mis-
gionary tour. He found there certain disciples who had
been baptized unto John's baptism. ** Then said Paul,
John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance,
saying that they should believe on him which should
come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. When they
heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord
Jesus.” When Paul laid his hands on them the Holy
Spirit descended, and they prophesied.  For three

months he spoke boldly in the synagogue. And when
the Jews opposed him, he went to the school of Tyran-
nus, and for two years preached Christ there. Won-
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derful miracles were wrought in Ephesus by Paul, **so
that from his body were brought unto the sick hand-
kerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases departed from
them, and the evil spirits went out of them."

We must make progress in the Christian life.

Christ will honor those who boldly confess him,

LESSON VL. (Singlé Voice.)

Paul, on his return from his third missionary tour,
stopped at Miletus and sent to Ephesus for the elders
of the church, He tells them that bonds and atfictions
await him, but none of these things move him, neither
does he count his life dear unto himself, only so that he
may fnish his work. He knows these are farewell
words to men whom he has tenderly loved. He calls
them to witness that he has not shunned to declare all
the counsel of God. He exhorts them to feed the
chureh, and to watch for the grievous wolves which
should enter in among them, He reminds them that he
has shown them how they ought to care for the weak,
remembering the words of the Lord Jesus: ** It is more
blessed to give than to receive,”

Courage is a result of perfect trust.

The Christian life is one of watching and taking
heed, as well as a life of prayer.

LESSON VIL. (Single Voice.)

While Paul was in the temple at Jerusalem fulfilling
the Nazarite's vow, enemies from Ephesus appeared
and accused him of polluting the temple, and of teach-
ing against the holy place. All the city was at once
moved, and they seized Paul and dragged him through
the Beautiful Gate, which was quickly shut. As they
were about to kill Paul, Roman soldiers appeared.
The mob stopped beating their prisoner, and in an-
swer to the chief captain's question as to what Paul's
crime was, they cried, some one thing, some another.
He commanded Paul to be bound with two chains and
to be carried to the castle, The multitude followed, ery-
ing, * Away with him ! Paul asked the privilege of
addressing the mob, which was granted.

The world shouted concerning its greatest heroes,
“ Crucify Him ! and * Away with him ! "

Paul’s perfect faith gave him perfect peace even
when in the hands of a mob.

LESSON VIIL (Single Voice.)

Paul's first experience before a Roman tribunal was
when he stood before Felix in the judgment hall at
Cwmsarea. Paul's accusers spoke first.  Paul answered,
saying that, coming to Jerusalem to bring alms to his
nation, certain Jews from Asia made accusations which
they could not prove. He declared that his only crime
was that he worshiped the God of his fathers and be-
lieved in the resurrection of the dead. Feilx sends him
to prison to stay until the chief captain can come with
his testimony. Here he stays two years, visited fre-
quently by his friends. Then Felix with his wife, Dru-
silla, sent for Paul, and to them Paul reasoned of
righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come.
Felix trembled under the bold words, and answered,
**Go thy way for this time ; when I have a convenient
season, I will call for thee."

Christians should bear personal testimony for Christ.

Delays may prove fatal.

SBINGING. Nos. 114, 271, 121, New Canadian Hymnal

LESSON IX. (8ingle Voice.)

Paul before King Agrippa in the judgment hall of
Cwsarea told the simple story of his conversion, and
showed how he had not been disobedient to the
heavenly vision. He urged the king to believe not
only the prophets, but also the Christ who fulfilled in
himself the prophecies. Festus, the procurator, de-
clared : ** Paul, thou art beside thyself.” Paul answered
that he spoke only words of truth and soberness, and
the king knew them to be such, *‘Then Agrippa said
unto Paul, * Almost thou persuadest me to be a Chris-
tian,” Paul answered, ** I would to God that all who hear
me were both alimost, and altogether such as [ am, except
these bonds,” Agrippa and his court then declared :
“This man has done nothing worthy of death or bonds,
and could have been set at liberty if he had not appealed
to Caesar.” .

Christ said, ** Ye are my witnesses,”

‘We may be almost saved, and yet be lost.

LESSON X. (Single Voice.)

Because of Paul's appeal to Cwesar, he was sent to
Rome, Off the coast of Melita he suffers shipwreck.
The selfish sailors attempt to escape in the boat, leaving
the ship and passengers to their fate, but Paul's watch-
fulness prevents it. Paul urges them all to take meat,
and assurcs them that no harm will come to them.
When morning came they discovered a bay, where
they ran the ship aground. The soldiers’ counsel was
to kill the prisoners, lest they should escape. But the
centurion, willing to save Paul, kept them from their
purpose, and commanded that they who could swim
should cast themselves first into the sea and get to land.
And the rest, on boards and broken pieces of ship, es-
caped all safe to land.

Paul’s trust in God was the secret of his cheer.

Every good man becomes a blessing to others.

LESSON XI. (Single Voice.)

After Paul had been in Rome three days, **a prisoner
of the Lord,” a company of Jewish leaders gathered at
his lodging house to hear about the Christian faith, A
few accepted Christ, but most of them believed not.
Paul showed them that Isaiah had described exactly
their condition, and that the salvation of God had been
sent to the Gentiles. And Paul dwelt two whole years
in his own hired house, chained to the soldier that kept
him, preaching and teaching Jesus Christ.

Paul saw all men in need of salvation and salvation
for all men.

He delivered warnings as well as exhortations.

LESSON XII (Single Voice.)

Paul in the fourteenth chapter of Romans tells us
why we should be exceeding careful of conduct. He
speaks of those weak Christians who under Jewish law
had been forbidden to eat meats offered to idols, and
though they became Christians, they still felt under that
law. To see other Christians eating these meats made
them lose in their pr and so
caused them to stumble, Paul shows that wine-drink-
ing should be forbidden for this reason, and that all con-
duct should be considered with regard to its influence
over others who may be weaker.

Every soul, weak, is
died for it.

Avoid the very appearance of evil.

fous, b Christ

SINGING. Nos. 168, 171, 173, New Canadian Hymnul.
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Bible Study.
(Continued from page 3.)

This critical study of the Bible is needed for
the full revelation of its riches. While golden
nuggets of truth in profusion bestrew its surface,
yet precious ore will still repay the miner’s
toil. While many of its teachings, like wayside
flowers, breathe forth their generous fragrance
on the passing breeze, so that life’s weary way-
farers may inhale its sweetness, others, like
medicinal plants, will only yield their healing
simples in the alembic of prolonged and earnest
study. Its great essential truths are so plain
that whoso runs may read, but others will ex-
haust the profoundest and most critical inquiry
and be not themselves exhausted.

It is noteworthy, and an omen of bri htest
augury, that in an age of sceptical tendency,
when all things are questioned and the ver
foundations of the faith are recklessly assailed,
this grand old Book, which is the source of our
religious hope and ground of our confidence, is
more than ever receiving the devout investiga-
tion, the loving study of the race. By means
of the international lessons, millions of Sunday-
school children and multitudes of their elders
are engaged in the consecutive study of the
Word of God, and the ablest Biblical scholars
of the age employ their best talent in the eluci-
dation of Divine truth for the instruction of
the little child. Thus shall the rising genera-
tion be better equipped for the battle of life
than any of its predecessors, and in the words
of life implanted in the soul possess an antidote
against the malaria of scepticism which empoi-
sons the air. We hope also that an increased
stimulus will thus be given to the study of the
Word of God, convinced that nothing will more
conduce to the improvement of the nnderstand-
ing and the formation of a noble Christian
character.

————

Biblical Examinations.

DEAR Stkr,—The Sunday-school and Epworth
League Board have endorsed the examinations
conducted in connection with Victoria College
through ¢ The Canadian Methodist Quarterly
Bible Study Union,” and the Executive of the
Methodist Young People’s Association of On-
tario has decided to use them as a means of
developing the proposed Bible Study Institute
scheme. The examination will be held about
January 13, 1894, and will be on Acts xv. 35 to
xxviii. 31, acvumpu.uicd with an essay on ‘¢ The
Life of the Apostle Paul.” There will be three
classes of certificates granted in each of the
three grades (Junior, Intermediate, and Senior).
Juniors are those hetween six and fifteen years
of age, Inte rmedliate between fifteen and twenty,
and Senior those over twenty. The questions
will therefore be adapted to all classes of per-
sons. Presiding examiners will be appointed
wherever there is a candidate, to whom the

questions will be sent under seal, and who will
send the answers to the undersigned. The fee
is twenty-five cents, to cover cost of examina-
tion papers, certificate, and postage. The
ordinary Sunday-school lesson helps will be
sufficient for the Junior and Intermediate ex-
aminations, but for the Senior the candidate
would require the * Analytical Bible Studies”
of Dr. Burwash in the Canadian Methodist
Quarterly for July and October, 50 cents; a
Life of Paul, Stalker’s, 60 cents; or Farrar's,
combined with the Life of Christ, $1; and
the Cambridge Bible on Acts (large, $1.25;
abridged, 85 cents.) Those who wish to review
and get a complete study of Acts should have
the Quarterly for July and October, 1892, 50
cents, Order all helps from the undersigned.

Any candidate can, upon the payment of a
fee of 50 cents, have tKe examination of the
American Institute of Sacred Literature, and
receive both certificates, i.e., of our Bible Study
Union and the Institute, for the one fee of 50
cents,

We hope that this systematic study of the
Bible, with a view to an examination, will be
taken hold of by our ministers, Sunday-school
workers and Young People’s Societies. It
would raise the standard of work in our Sunday-
schools, increase the interest in our Bible-class
studies and Young People’s meetings, and im-
prove the qualifications of our teachers if these
examinations werz universally adopted. Schol-
ars and teachers alike should take u; the work,
and Epworth Leaguers and Christian Endea-
vorers could not in a better way fulfil their
pledge than by systematically studying the
portion of Acts indicated, with a view to an
examination. Wherever possible, those pre-
paring should work together under the direc-
tion of a leader, who may be the only one of
the class who requires the complete set of helps.
If a class of two or more cannot be formed,
undertake alone to study consecntivclr the
whole section of Acts in which the Sabbath-
school lessons of this quarter occur, and try to
get in your mind a complete outline of the life
and work of the great apostle. We had several
hundred enrolled in our ** Bible Study Union”
last year, but the Presbyterian Church, with a
smaller constituency, had a very much larger
enrollment in their ** Higher Religious Instruc-
tion” department. Send on your name and
address as a member of the Union, and, if a
candidate for examination, also the fee. We
should have over 50,000 members and at least
10,000 candidates. Young People’s Societies
and Sunday-school senior classes should enroll
as & whole, besides hundreds of adults who are
not engaged in the work of either., Address all
applications, stating the grade, to

A. M. PuiLuies.

29 Euclid Avenue, Toronto.

e ————— v ———
He who is false to a present duty breaks a

thread in the loom, and will find a flaw when
he may have forgotten its cause.

-




ADVERTISEMENTS.

o Delicious Drink.

., The

] .
liate ex-
ite e Horsford’'s Acid Phosphate
Studies
M ethodist
cents ; a
Farrar's,
§1; and & = - P
;;L?el&.i":“? Allays the thirst, aids digestion, and relieves the lassitude so
uld have common 1n mxdsummer.
1892, 50
rsigned.

et of a Dr. M. H. Henry, New York, says: “When completely
n Ol e . /
fare, il tired out by prolonged wakefulness and overwork, it is of the great-
fee of 50 est value to me. As a beverage it possesses charms beyond any-

ible Study

dy of the thing I know of in the form of medicine.”
1, Wi e
l::.y-achonl
eties. It Descriptive pamphlet free.
r Sunday-
e RUMFORD CHEMICAL WORKS, Providence, R. I.
¢ im-

‘“‘i'; Shik BEWARE OF SUBSTITUTES AND IMITATIONS.

»d. Schol-
 the work,
an Kndea-

fulfil their |
dying the | "F
iew to an

o

with water and sugar only, makes a delicious, healthful and invigo-
rating drink.

those pre-
the direl'i
nly one o
et of helps. !
be formed,

Normal Bible and Train-
ing Lessons.

ﬁw]f. the Sy ’ | LOYAL SUNDAY SCHOOL ARMY SERIFS,
e Sabbath- Prepared by

and try to .

of the life . : PROF. H. M. HAMILL.
55518?1";:::[}‘ | First and Second Series. - Kach 15e.
rch, with a | Per doz., $1.70. Per hundred, $13.
nuch larger

us Instrl:xc- Each of these series contains twenty.
+ name and = 1 four lessons, designed as an elementary
, and, if a | normal course. The course is designed
e fee. We for two years' study, and is especially
nd at least adapted to the needs of the thousands of
s Societies young people who are preparing or intend_
ould enroll ing to prepare for Sunday School work.
1ts who are One hour a week of diligent study will be

Address all ample time to master one year's series of
lessons,
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ADVERTISEMENTS.

Y S
“SoUVENIR” RANGE

This Range is a Combination of every Modern Feature of UTILITY,

CONVENIENCE and DURABILITY known to the Trade.

A‘ ,

——

Elegant in
Appearance.

@

Perfect in
Construction.

s
i
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Provided with * AERATED OVEN,”
which ensures Properly Cooked Food and ECONOMY IN FUEL.

Made in several sizes, and adapted to the requirements of large
or small families.

1t will work satisfactorily where other Stoves or Ranges fail.
Sold by all leading Stove dealers throughout the Dominion.

wurneos THE GURNEY, TILDEN CO.LTD.

Suecessors to the E. & C. Gurney Co. Ltd.

HAMILTON, ONTARIO.
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ADVERTISEMENTS,

oT. Paur's Thaves

UST now many thousands of Sunday-
school scholars and teachers ave fol
lowing with interest the journeyings

of the great missionary Apostle and his
co-laborers, A good map is an absolute
necessity in order that the class or school
may intelligently follow the apostles on
their journeys,

For $1.50

we will send to any address a handsome
coloured map, on FINE WHITE MUSLIN,
34 X 46 INCHES IN SIZE, and indicating
by means of coloured lines the different
journeys of Paul. The map is

| «
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" NEW ENGLAND CONSERVATORY
| r. Eben Tougee OF MUSIC, S35 Fazsres.

The Leading Conservatory of Amer|
In addition to its unequalled musical advanta

exceptional opportunities ar J

study of Elocution, the F

anages, The i 3 i

safe and in ¢ residence for

dar Pree, FRANK W. HAL ieneral M

Franklin Square, Boston, Ms

UPPER CANADA COLLEGE.

(FOUNDED 1829.)

The Autumn Term will begin Sept. 5th, 1893,
€ toff consists of 13 masters, The curriculum ine udes a
Classical, a 8cience, a Business and a Musical cou rse,
25 acres of play-grounds for ericket, foot-ball and tennis;
covered hocke rink, quarter-mile track, swimming bath,
and large gymnasium, For prospectus apply to

THE PRINCIPAL,

U. C. College (I e Park) Toronto.

8. S. LIBRARIES,

from eminent authorities and recent sur-
\'eys.
Every School, if not every class, should have
this map.
A_NEW PANSY BOOK.
————— e AT

EPwonr [EseuE. RenusiTe

| Constitution, By-Laws and Reading

Courses. In one leaflet. Per doz... 8) 15

Suggestions, Constitution and By-
iaws for Junior Epworth Leagues

Stephen nitchell’s Pravl’ee;.gfo;etin ..................... 015

Journey
By “PANSY”

(Mrs. G. R. Alden.)
Cloth, Illustrated, 70 cents.

From Pansy's productive pen we have another in-
teresting story, which we have brought «ut in our well-
known capyright edition of Pansy’s works.

The splendid sales of Pansy’s last two books, John
Remington, Martyr (now in second edition),
and Twenty Minutes Late, show that-her opu-
larity increases rather than declines, 8he has in no
small degree the faculty of discovering the poetry and
pathos of the humbler walks f life, and seldom fails to
win the sympathy of the reader,

) The following of her stories have appeared in our
copyright edition,

1 Eighty-Seven. 5 A Modern Exodus.
2 Judge Burnham's 6 Her Associate Mem-
bers

Daughters. !
3 Aunt Hannah, 7 John Remington,

Martha and John. Martyr.

4 Miss Dee Dunmore | 8 Twenty Minutes
Bryant. Late.

ate.
9 Stephen Mitchell's Journey.
WILLIAM BRIGGS, Meth. Book Room, Toronto.

Topics of Epworth

eague. July 2 to Dec. 31, 1893,

combined with Prayer-meeting To-

pics for the Christian Endeavor

Society, Januvary 1 to October 29,

1893.  Per hundred, on paper, 40c.;
oncard-board ... ................ 0 80

The use of either of these is optional

h local Leagues.

Associate Member's Pledge Card.

g R e 0 50

....................... 0 50
Membership Certificate Card, Neatly

printed in colors. Per hundred.... 1 00
Epworth; Badge. Pendant, sterling
silver, with Epworth ribbon, en-
closed in neat box. Price, 35c.; per

dozen, $3.70 ; per hundred. . ....... 28 00
Epworth Brooch Badge. Sterling
silver, enclosed in box. Single, 45¢.;

per dozen, $4.60; per hundred .... 36 00
Epworth Ribbon, Special design. Per

S N T TR 02
Epworth League Book Mark. Pretty
design in celluloid, with mottoes and
emblem, and broad Epworth ribbon

running through................ .. 0 30

POSTPAID AT THESE PRICES,
WILLIAM BRIGGS, Meth. Book Room, Toronto,

In ordering goods, or

. in making inquiry concerning anything advertised in this Magasine vou will oblige the
“iblisher, us weil as the advertiser, by stating thas wou saw the adveruisement in TrE SUNDAY 80H0OL Baynes




Did You Ever See

o fat consumptive? No. Did you ever see a thin,
emaciated person with a healthy look? No. Or an
attractive  scrofulous person? Again, No. How
about a beautiful woman with a scrawny figure?

°
Scott’s Emulsion
—————  A———————
of Cod-liver Oil, with hypophosphites, makes solid
fesh. It gives that robust, healthy look by enrich-
ing the blood and supplying new tissue. Prevents
consumption, t0o, by overcoming the hacking. cough
and making a new lining to throat and lungs.

Physwcians, the world over, endorse it.

AT TS TSI

Wasting Diseases

of Children are speedily cured by Scott’s Emulsion. It gives strengt!
to the weak and insures perfect health. Scott’s Emulsion is the mi
nourishing food known to science.

Prepared by Scott & Bowne, Belleville. Druggistsisell it.




