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Then and Now

When a child is found begging on the
streets of Munich, and is taken care of at the
public expense, before he is washed clean and
clothed in the new garb provided for him,
he is photographed in his ragged garments
precisely as he is found. On the completion
of his education, the photugraph is given to
him, that he may see the wide gulf between his
present and former condition. His feeling is
naturally one of intense gratitude for the kind-
ness which has rescued and transformed him.

There is no other deliverance sv wonderful
as that which saves from the ruin and degra-
dation of sin. Jesus found men, who were
made in the image of God, wandering like
beggars in the world, forgetful or ignorant of
their true place and rightful privileges as
children of the heavenly King. At the
infinite cost of His own life, He restored them
to the lofty position from which they had
fallen, enriching them with priceless bLlessings
now, and making them heirs of the life that
shall never end.

T

The Return of the Conqueror
By Rev. Andreu Robertson, D.D.

Tt is in this sense the church of all ages has
interpreted the Twenty-fourth Psalm (Ps. Sel.
16, Book of Praise), which is the Supplemental
Hymn for the present Quarter. The gates
which are challenged are the gates of heaven.
After His victorious conflict with sin and
death and “him that hed the power of
death,” the conquering Christ returns to the
gates of the city which He left on Ilis great
adventure, and summons them to open and
ratify the triumph He has won. This is
the song of the Asccnsion. The sanctified
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imagination of good men has penetrated
“ the clond which received Him out of their
sight”. They have pictured the return of the
Conqueror. *‘ Great David's greater Son "
comes again, leading “ ecaptive captivity "’
and “ bringing many sons to glory”. * Lift
up your heads "~ higher than they ever have
been lifted before. For He comes with
“laureled renown’, which adds even to the
glory of ““ the city of the great King”.

But there are other gates the Conqueror
challenges. 1If all stories Le true, this song
was written by David tu celebrate the return
of the ark of God to the sanctuary witLin the
walls of Jerusalem. That gate also is
challenged,- the gate of the sanctuary. Is
not the King sometimes left on the wrong
side of the church doors? It was outside
the gates of a certain church He cried in His
own great nay, ** Behold, I stand at the door.”
The scriptures of both Old and New Testa-
ments unite in warning us that He is not in the
church, if the gates are not opened for Iis
entrance. “ Lift up, ye everlasting doors ;
and the King of glory shall come in.”

Still other gates. The Conqueror is to-day
uttering His challenge before the gates of the
world. He is declaring His name once again
in the power of ancient times. * Who is this
King ? The Lord of Hosts "—that is His
name. Yetin spite of its greatness, it *‘ faded
into dark silence—the hosts ceased to fight—
and the empire of Israel fell to pieces.” You
are living at a time when the hosts of the new
Israel gather to the fray—the silence is
broken—and the great empire of Jesus Christ
thrills with new ambitions and new zeal. All
over the world the gates of heathendom are
being challenged as never before. The Con-
queror leads, and triumph is sure.
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But do not overlook the gates of which you
yourself hold the keys. What does the glory
of the great King matter to you—or His
peace—or His grace—or His love—if you do
not get your share in them ? Let the New
Year open with the opened gates of your
heart and life.

Toronto
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Pen Pictures of Great Prophets
By Rev. J. M. Duncan, D.D.

I. Evusm

Elijah was an out-of-doors man. He loved
the great lonely spaces of nature. He hated
cities. A rough sheepskin mantle was his
chosen garb. Amid the barren hills and
wild ravines and bleak uplands of Gilead,
with only here and there a shepherd tending
his flocks, he was at home. He was hardy of
frame, sw.ft, strong and temperate,—a jour-
ney of a hundred miles and more, on foot,
to Zarephath had no terrors for him. In his
running before the royal chariot over the
seventeen or eighteen miles from Carmel to
Jezreel, he showed the endurance of a finely
trained athlete. Hearing the murderous
threat of Jezebel, he saved himself from the
queen’s wrath by a sudden and rapid flight
to the remote Beersheba. It is no disparage-
ment of his powers that be sufiered the com-
plete collapse of body and spirit that led to
the eclipse of his faith beneath the juniper
tree in the wilderness.

The great prophet was a straager to fear.
Like a bolt from the blue, he burst into the
presence of the wicked king Ahab and de-
nounced the royal transgressor to his face.
Jezebel, the bold, masterful, unscrupulous
Lady Macbeth of the Old Testament, could
not silence the tongue of the brave desert
dweller, with his message from the Most
High.

He was a man of faith. At the bare word
of God, he set out for the solitude of the
brook Cherith, where there was no means
of support for him but that brought by the
greedy birds of prey from the hands of his
heavenly Provider ; and afterwards, in the
widow’s home at Zarephath, he drew on the
same Source with a confidence unshaken
by the scantiness of the visible supply.

It mattered not that he stood alone, to all
appearance, as a champion of Jehovah wor-
ship, in a nation given over to the worship
of Baal. Sure that he was on God's side,
and therefore that God was on his side, he
confronted the hundreds of idolatrous priests
on Mount (‘armel, and put them to shame.
He was confident that with him stood the
One whose presence always makes a majority.

Elijah was a stern prophet. In his spirit
and methods there was more of the mighty
wind hurling the loosened granite rocks
down the mountain side, or the earthquake
that sets the lofty peaks a-reeling like drunken
men, or of the fierce lightning flashing across
the sky, than of the ‘still small voice”,
“the sound of gentle stillness”. But the
evil times called for one who could strike
straight, strong blows at the wickedness
springing up on all sides ; and the sternness
of Elijab doubtless prepared the way for
Elisha, his gentler successor.

No nobler hero stands out on the pages of
scripture than this great prophet of Jehovah,
with his brave heart and frame of steel.
During long years of toil and conflict, he
marched breast forward against the foes of
God and his country, to be carried away,
at last, in the fiery chariot, & victor from a
well fought field.

.
The Real Hezo

Through a far Western town & train loaded
with powder was creeping. From the men
out on the cars behind the engine came the
report that the train was on fire. Up in the
cab sat a man the world never knew before.
His name is to-day unknown to any save
the very few who learned of the heroic deed
he did. Garcia, the humble engineer, Garcia,
the man who stayed at his post in a time of
danger, Gareia, the real hero.

“Tell the men to jump for their lives!"
he sent back word to the trembling hands in
the rear, but he himself pulled his cap down
a little farther over bis eyes and threw the
throttle wide open. For he knew that if the
train blew up while passing through that
town, a good share of the houses would be
hurled down to ruin and the people killed.

“I'll do my best to pull the train out
where no one will be hurt 1"
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And he held fast to the lever until the shock
came. The train was lifted skyward by the
awful forco of the explosion, but the town
was saved ! Garcia went down in the wreck,
but he put his life between that of his fellows
and the death which surely would have come
to them but for his brave deed.

When danger flies its red flag what do you
do? Run like a coward or stand like 2 hero
at your post ?

It is not hard to decide what one ought
to do in time of peril. Let him just ask
himself this question :

“Does God call me to do this thing ?”

If the answer be not clearly “ Yes I' better
flee for life and save the treasure God has
given, the treasure so precious to Him. It is
answering the clear call of the Master that
makes a hero.—E. L. Vincent in Epworth
Herald

e,

Country and City
By Rev. John Neil, D.D.

Young people in the country are, in many
respeets, to be congratulated. The pure air,
the simple life, the wholesome physical
exercise and regular hours are conducive
to the development of a strong body. The
long winter evenings, so largely free from
social distractions, give ample opportunity
for reading, and the absence of many of the
temptations .to which the city young people
are subjected, makes it easy to practise the
moral virtues.

In order that the young people in the coun-
try may make the most of themselves, three
things are necessary :

First, to interest themselves thoroughly
in their work. There was a time when the
life on the farm was monotonous. That time
ispast. The scientific methods now adopted,
the machinery tbat is employed in every
department of farm work, give interest and
variety to agricultural pursuits. No industry
gives greater scope, not merely for physical
but for mental activity, than the farm.

Secondly, to take advantage of the oppor-
tunities for mental development. A promin-
ent paper has stated that the young people
in the rural districts do very little reading.
Tt is to be hoped that that charge is not well

founded. If it is, there is no excuse. There
are now in nearly every community good
circulating libraries, and under the leadership
of the public school teacher and the minister,
books which are wholesome and mentally
stimulating can be chosen ; and if these are
read over and over again until they are
thoroughly mastered, if reading clubs are
formed and debating® societies organized
which, during the winter months, would meet
weekly or fortnightly, there is no reason why
the young people in the country should not
be even better equipped mentally than the
young people in the city.

Thirdly, to rally round the church, and
make it a power in the community. We
have a great many problems in our national
life, and serious perils, and the church is
the one organization which is to save the
community and the nation. Nowhere is it
possible for the church to be stronger than in
the country.

But not all young people remain in the
couniry. Many of thera make the city their
home. Their life is intense. They have
many difficult problems to face. The temp-
tations to which they are subjected are varied
and seductive. How are they to triumph,
and how are they to contribute to the develop-
ment of what is best in city life ? It will
be found that the life which, as boys and girls,
they have lived in the country, will determine
very largely what they shall be in the city.
Hard work and intelligent interest in their
own particular field of activity are essential
to success. It is an unquestioned fact that
a large proportion of the leaders in com-
merce and in professional life in our cities are
those who spent their boyhood days in the
country. There is no reason why what has
been true in the past may not be equally true
in the future.

One thing that is absolutely essential in
both country and city is, that the young peo-
ple recognize their responsibility to God, that
they place themselves in the hands of the One
who has redeemed them, that they give time
and energy and talent to the building up of
the kingdom of Him who has come, not only
to save the individual, but to establish on
esrth the laws of heaven.

Toronto
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BIBLE DICTIONARY FOR FIRST
QUARTER, 1911

For additional information in regard to certain of

the places, see Goography Lessons.]

A’-hab. Son and successor of Omri, who
reigned over Israel in Samaria 22 years.
He married Jezebel, daughter of Ethbaal,
king of Tyre, under whose influence he intro-
duced into Israel the worship of Baal.

A-hi-jah. The prophet who foretold to
Jeroboam the disruption to the kingdom and
the falling away of ten tribes to him.

A’-sa. A king of Judah, who showed his
zeal for Jehovah by cleansing his land from
idolatry. :

Az-a-ri'-ah. A prophet who met Asa
returning from his victory over the Ethio-
pians and exhorted him to the religious reform
for which his reign is noted.

Beer-she’~ba. The southernmost town
in Judah.

_Ben-ha’-dad. The name of three of the
kings of Damascus. One of these warred
. against Ahab, and besieged Samaria unsuc-
cessfully.

Ben’-ja-min. The tribe descended from
Jacob’s youngest son, which united with the
tribe of Judah to form the Southern kingdom
of the two into which the kingdom of David
and Solomon was divided.

Beth'-el. The modern Beitin, a poor
village of about 400 inhabitants, about 12
miles north of Jerusalem. From the earliest
times it was a famous religious centre among
the Israclites.

Car-mel. “The Garden with Fruit
Trees *’, a mountain that rises abruptly from
the shore at the southern extremity of the
Bay of Acre, and extends to the southwest
about 13 miles. The Monastery of Elias now
stands on the promontory, at a height of
about 300 feet.

Che'-rith. An unknown gorge in the
Gilead uplands in which Elijah found a safe
retreat.

Dan. A town which marked the northern-
most boundary of Israel.

Eli'-jah. One of the greatest of Israel's
prophets.

Eli'-sha. The successor of Elijah.

E’-phra-im. The chief tribe in the
Northern kingdom, descended from the
younger son of Joseph. Its name is com-
monly given to the whole kingdom.

Ge-ha’-zi. The servant of Elisha.

Gil'-e-ad. The region east of the Jordan
extending from the northern end of the Dead
Sea to the southern end of the Sea of Galilee.

Gil'-gal. A town among the mountains
of Israel, 7 miles north of Bethel.

Hor'-eb. A name used interchangeably
for Mount Sinai in Arabia.

Is’-ra—el. The name
descendants of Israel or

iven to all the
acob, but after-

wards limited to the people of the Northern
kingdom. )

Je-hosth/-a-phat. Kingof Judah. At the
beginning of his reign he strengthened him-
self against Israel, and afterwards sought to
remove idolatry and made provision for the
religious instruction of his people.

Je’~hu. A general who slew Jehoram,
king of Israel, and his mother Jezebel, and
himself became king of Israel.

Jer'-i-cho. An important city in the
Jordan valley, not far from the Dead Sea.

Jer-o-bo’-am. The founder and first
king of the Northern kingdom of Israel. He
introduced calf worship, thus leading his

eople away from the true worship of
ehovah.

Jez'-e~bel. Ahab’s queen ; daughter of
Ethbaal, king of Tyre.

Jez'-reel. A city in the valley of Esdrae
lon or Jezreel, the northern residence of Ahab
and Jezebel, about 20 miles from Samaria
and about 15 miles from Mount Carmel.

Ju'-dah. The fourth son of Jacob and
the tribe descended from him ; also used
of the Southern kingdom after the disruption
under Rehoboam.

Ma-nas'-seh. The elder son of Joseph
and the tribe descended from him.

Na’-both. The owmer of the vineyard
in Jezreel which Ahab coveted.

Nim’-shi. Grandfather of Jehu, king of
Israel.

Om’-ri. *““ Captain of the host” to Elah
the last king of the line descended from
Jeroboam, who was elected king by the army.

Re-ho-bo’-am. The son and successor
of Solomon. By his pride and folly he pro-
voked the revolt of the ten tribes. .

Sa-mar'-i-a. The city built by Omnri on
the hill purchased from Shemer, which under
Ahab, became the capital of the Ncrthern
kingdorn.

She’-chem. A town in the valley between
Mount Gerizim and Mount Ebal. It was
fortified by Jeroboam, who made it his capi-
tal. It is now called Nablus, and bas a
population of 20,000, mostly Moslems, with
some 700 or 800 Christians.

Shu-nam’-mite. A woman of Shunem
whose son Elisha restored to life.

Sim’—e-on. The second son_of Jacob
and the tribe descended from him.

yr-i-a. A country on the Eastern
coast of the Mediterranean, extending far
inland. .

Tir'-zah. A city of ireat beauty, site
not certainly known, which became the scat
of government of the Northern kingdom.

Zar—e-phath. A city about 13 miles
north of Tyre on the road along the shore.

Zi'-don. Or Sidon. In earliest times the
ohief city of the Phenicians, on the Mediter-
ranean coast. The leadership afterwards
passed to Tyre.




Order of Service 5
~ *AN ORDER OF SERVICE : First Quarter

Opening Exercises

1. Superintendent. O send out Thy light
and Thy truth : let them lead me.

II. SINGING.

God reveals His presence—
Let us now adore Him,
And with awe appear before Him.
God is in His temple-—
Ail within keep silence,
Pro trate lie with deepest reverence.
Him alone
God we own,
Him our God and Saviour :
Praise His name forever.
—Hymn 360, Book of Praise

III. PRAYER.

IV. Sivaine. Ps. Sel. 16, Book of Praise.(It
is expected that this Psalm from the Supple-*
mental Lessons will be memorized during
the Quarter.)

V. ReAD RESPONBIVELY. See SPECIAL
ScrIPTURE READING in Tre TEACHERS
MouNTHLY, in connection with each Lesson.

VI. SiNeing. Psalm or Hymn selected.
(This selection may usually be that marked,
* From the PRIMARY QUARTERLY '.)

VII. BisLe Work. From the Supple-
mental Lessons.

VIII. SiveIne.
Praise, v. I.
O Word of God incarnate,
O Wisdom from on high,
O Truth unchanged, unchanging,
O Light of our dark sky,
We praise Thee for the radiance
That from the hallowed page,
A lantern to our footsteps,
Shines on from age to age.

IX. RepeaT IN CoNCERT the Golden Text
for the Quarter: ‘‘ Happy is that people,
whose God is the Lord ”, Ps. 144 : 15,

X. REeADING OF LESSON PASSAGE.

XI. Sineing. Hymn 25, Book of Praise.

Class Work

t this be entirely undisturbed by Secretary’s or
Librarian’s distribution or otberw:soj,

I. RoryL Caiy, by teacher or Class Secre-

tary.

Hymn 119, Book of

II. OrreriNg ; which may be takenin a
class envelope, or class and report envelope.
The Class Treasurer may collect and count
the money.

III. RecrraTion. 1. Scripture Memory
Passages from the Supplemental Lessons, or
Memory Verses in Lesson Helps. 2. Cate-
chism.

IV. LgessoN 3TUDY. N

Closing Exercises
I. SincIne.
Jesus, T will trust Thee,
Trust Thee with my soul ;
Guilty, lost, and helpless,
Thou eanst make me whole.
There is none in heaven
Or on earth like Thee ;
Thou hast died for sinners—
Therefore, Lord, for me.
—Hymn 167, Book of Praise
II. REVIEw FROM SUPERINTENDENT'S
Desk ; which, along with the Blackboard
Review, may include one or more of the
following items: Recitation in concert of
Verses Memorized, Catechism, Question on
Missions, Iesson Title, Golden Text and
Heads of Lesson Plan. (Do not overload
the Review: it should be pointed, brief
and bright.)
III. REsSroNSIVE SENTENCES.
3:23, 24.
Superintendent. Whatsoever ye do, do it
heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men ;
School. For ye serve the Lord Christ.

1V. Sivcing. Hymn 297, Book of Praise,
v. 1.

He leadeth me ! O blessed thought !

O words with heavenly comfort fraught |

Whate’er I do, where'er I be,

Still 'tis God’s hand that leadeth me.

He leadeth me ! He leadeth me !
By His own hand He leadeth me !
His faithful follower I would be,
For by Hts hand He leadeth me !

V. Praver, closing with the Lord’s
Prayer repeated in concert.

Colossians

* Gopies of the above ORDER OF SERVICE on separate sheet may be had at soc. a hundred.
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Lesson I.

THE KINGDOM DIVIDED

January 1, 1911

LESSON SBETTING-—Our last sories of Lessons from the Old Testament (July to December, 1008)
brought us to the close of Bolomon's reign  The Lessons for 1911 begin with the coming of Reboboam, the
son of Solomon, to the throne, and will carry us on to the close of the Old Testament history.

GOLDEN TEXT—He that walketh with wise men shall be wise; but a companlon of fools shall be destroyed.--
Proverbs 13: 20,

* Memorize vs. 13, 14.

THE LESSON PASSAGE—1 Kings 12: 6-16.

Study 1 Kings

12: 1-24. Read 1 Kings 11: 26-40.

6 And king Rehobo’sm ! consulted with the old
men, that 2stood before Sol’omon his father while he
yet lived, ? and said, How do ye advise that I may
answer this neople ? i . N

7 And they spake unto him, sayving. If thou wilt
be a servant unto this people this day, and wilt serve
them, and answer them, and speak good words to
them, then they will be thy servants for ever.

8 But he forgook the counsel of the old men, which
they had given him, and ! consulted with the youn
men that were grown up with him, ¢ and which stoo
before him : .

9 And he said unto them, What counsel give ye
that we may § answer this people, who have spoken
to me, saying, Make the yoke ¢ which thy father did
put uxon us lighter ? .

.10 And the young men that were grown u7p with
him spake unto him, saying, Thus shalt thou 7 speak
unto this people that spake unto thee, saying, Thy
father made our yoke hesvy, but make thou it lighter
unto us ; thus shalt thou 8say unto them, My little
finger %ghall be thicker than my father's loins.

11 And now whereas my father did lade you with
a heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke : my father

19 hath chasti-ed you with whips, but I will ohastise
you with scorpions.

12 So Jerobo’am and sll the peoplo came to Reha-
bo’am the third day, as the king 1 had appointed,
saying, Come to me again the third day.

13 And the king answered the people roughly, and
forsook the 12 old men's counsel that tk )y gave him ;

14 And spake to them after the counsel of the
young men, saying, My father made your yoke beavy,
Band I will add to your yoke : my father Malso
chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you with
scorpions.

15 15 Wherefore the king hearkenod not unto the
people ; for !¢ the cause was from the Lorp, that he
raight 17 perform his saying, which the Lorb spake
by Ahi'iah the Shi'lonite '%unto Jerobo’am the
son of Ne'bat. .

16 20 So when all T<’rael saw that the king hear-
kened not unto them, the people answered the king,
saying, What portion have wein Da’vid ? neither have
we_inheritance in the son of Jes’se : to_your tents.
O Is'rael : now see to thine own house, Da’vid. So
Is'racl departed unto their teats.

Revised Version—! took counsel ; 2 had stood ; ¢ ea.yin‘%. What eounsel give ve me to return answer to ;

4 that stood ; 8 return answer to ; 6that thy ; 7say : égpea
12 counsel of the old men which they had given him; Bbut I ; ¥ Omit also ;

9is thicker ; 19 Omil hath ; 1 bade, saying ,
So the king ; 161t was a thing

brought about of the Lord ; 17 establish his word ; 18by the hand of ; 1° to ; 20 And when.

Dally Readings—{Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—Ahijabh’s prophecy, 1 Kgs. 11 : 26-40.
W.—The kingdom divided, 1 Kgs. 12 : 12-24. Th.—Coungel refusoed, Zech.

dom divided, 1 Kgs. 12 : 1-11.

T.—The king-

7: 8-14. F.—A soft answer, Prov. 15:1-8. S.—Folly of pride, Prov. 16: 16-23. 8.—Walking with the wise,

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

Prov. 13 : 8-20.

The Lesson beging with
W an assemply of all Israel
atShechem (sece Geography
Lesson) to confirm the
succession of Rehoboam to
e the throne of his father
Solomon. First, however,
the people demanded of
the new king that bhe
should lighten the burden
of taxation and forced la-
bor which Solomon had
laid upon them. Rechohoam delayed his answer for

three days. Vs, 1-5.

I. Tre Kwve's CounseLors.—6, 7. Reho-
boam. The name means * enlarger of the people.”
But the new king, by his folly, proved himself the
‘* diminisher ' of his people. Consulted. Ono of the
few wise things that Rehoboam did, was to seok the
counsel of thosec who had greater wisdom and expori-
ence than himself. Old men ; old in comparison
with Rehoboam, who was forty-one when he became
king, ch. I4: 21. 8tood hefore Solomon ; as
counselors of that king. Be & servant. . this day.
Give thoe people & civil answer now ; tell them you
will do whatover thgy agk. Thy servants for ever.

a

HEBREW YOKES

Content with fair words, the people would scatter
to their homes, leaving the king to do what he ploased.
These old counselors proposed a policy of * long
promises, short performance .

8-11. Forsook the counsel. He was too proud
to bend to the people’s will even for a moment.
Consulted with the young men; literally,
“boys ", rash and inoxperienced advisers ready to
flatter Rehoboam'’s pride by urging him to show
himself master and force the people to submit to his
will. My little Ainger, otc.; a foolish brag of Reho-
boam’s thatbe is stronger and wiser than his father.
Add to your yoke. The burdens of taxation and
forced labor laid upon the people by Solomon are
likened to the yoke placed upon the necks of oxen.
Chastised you with whips; a lighter form of
punishment in comparison with what the people
might expect. With scorpions : s kind of lash with
metal points, so that each blow might wound like
a scorpion’s sting.

II. Tue Kma’s Conpucr.—12-14. Jero-
boam ; a brave soldier under king Solomon. Ahijab,

a prophet, speaking for God, had told him that he
would become king over ten of the tribes. When
Solomon heard of this propheoy, Joroboam was com-
polled to fleo to Egvpt. (Sooch. 11 :26-40.) Hohad

*The Seripture Memory Pagsages of the Supplemental Leaflets aro recommended as a substitute for those
hero given Sabbath by Ssbbath. Their recitation leads to the obtaining of & beautiful Certifirate or Diploma.



The Kingdom Divided

heon recalled to become tho spokesman of the people
in their dealings with Rehoboam (see vs, 2,3). The
king answered the people roughly ; thinking,
perhaps, that he could easily put down with a strong
hand any insurrection.

III. Tae Lorp’s CoNTROL.—15,16. Heark-
ened not unto the people ; but refused their de-
mands. The cause was from the Lord ; Rev.
Ver., ‘' it was a thing brought about of the Lord *.
Rehoboam, while he acted of his own free will, simply
carried out God's purpose. The whole nation had
followed Solomnon in sinning against God (gee ch.
11 : 8), and the Lord punished it by permitting it to
be separated into two parts, so preventing it from
recaching the greatness it might have won undivided.
Establish his word, ete. (Rev. Ver.); tbat is, the
prophecy of Ahijah (see on v. 12). All Israel;
that is, the ten Northern tribes. What portion
bave we in David ? ‘ What have we to do with
David's breed, Rehoboam, or David's tribb, Judah ?*
To your tents, O Israel : a signal of revolt. Back
to your homes and prepare for war ! Now see to
thine own house, David. Look after your own
tribe of Judah, Rehoboam ; it is all that is left to you.

Vs. 17-24 tell of Rehoboam's attempt to stop the
revolt by persuasion, of his flight to Jerusalem and
of his raising an army to subdue the rebellious Nor-
thern tribes, which was, however, dishanded at the
Lord's command through the prophet Shemaiah.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

= do (¥ - SsecHEM i8 beauti-
Sareppbalh ( Damasecus | fully situated, overlook-
37‘7 refo Yy *ca |inga valley bearing the

sume name. This val-
ley pierces the Central
Range of mountaing
running from north to
south through Pales-
tine, and at the eastern
end it lies between the
two famous peaks, Ebal
g to the north and Geri-
N zim to the south. The
d

ﬁ

GlLeQd’

city itsolf was situated
on the lower slopes of

; Gerizimn, not far from
the modern town of Niblus. It occupied a central
position on the highland road from north to south,
and from it there was easy commuoication both to
the Mediterranean westward and the Jordan valley
and the regions beyond the Jordan oastward.

~}

LESSOR QUEBTIONS

Where did the people of Israel assemble ¢ For
what purpose ? What did they demand of Reho-
boam ? How long did Rehoboam delay his answer ?

6, 7 Whom did Rehoboam first consult ? What
was their advice ? What did they mean by it ?
How did the king treat it ¢ Where is the Messiah
called * Counselor”? (Isa. 9: 6.)

8-11 What advice did the young men give ? Whot
was the ‘* yoke '’ which Solomon had laid upon Israel?
What does Jesus say of His yoke 7 (Matt. 11 : 30.)

12-14 Who was Jeroboam ? What prophocy
had been made concerning him ? By whom ? What
answer did Rehoboam give to the people ? Where
does Paul speak of the ** meckness and gentleness *
of Christ ? (2 Cor. 10: 1.)

16, 16 Who brought all this about? What was
the Lord's purpose ¢ Show that those who crucified
Jesus carried out the purpose of God. (Acts 2 : 23.)

What tribes remained loyal to Rehoboam ?

FOR DISCUSSION .
1. The power of a gentle answer.
2. God's purpose and men's actions.

A LESSON FOR LIFE

Sometimes a thief creeps by night into a house,
and opens the door to a band of helpers. So one sin,
however small it may seem, that finds its way into
the life, is sure to bring others after it. Then soon
or late the suffering and the shame follow, which
are the certain results of sin. No warning is wiser
or moro loving than that which bids us be on the
guard against the admission of the slightest sin, and
g0 avoid its sad consequences.

Prove from S8oripture—7That we should be gentle.

Shorter Catechism-—Ques. 82. Is any man able
piigectly to keep the commandments of God # A. No
mere man since the fall is able in this life perfectly to
keep the commandments of God, but doth daily break
them in thought, word, and deed.

The Question on Misgions—{Caxanian PRon-
LEMS: January, The Home Mission Problem.)—I1.
What is the work of Home Missions ? To provide
for the preaching of the gospel in districts where the
people are few and scattered. The General Assem-
bly’s Home Mission Committee cares, for 739 mission
fields, with, 1,890 mission stations.

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise, Ps. Sal. 16
(Supplomental Yesson) ; 474 ; 320 ; 89 (Ps. Sel.);
524 (from PRIMARY QUARTERLY); 476. (These hymns
may be practised at home during the week.)

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS
1. What did the people demand of Rehoboam ?..... . i i iiiiiiiiiiiiii ittt iiinneeenens
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Lesson II.

JEROBOAM MAKES 1DOLS FOR ISRAEL

January 8, 1911

TO WORSHIP
BETWEEN THE LESSUNB~To-day's Lesson follows closely on that for lnst Sabbath.
GOLDEN TEXT—Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image.—Exodus 20: 4.

Memorize vs. 28-30.
12: 25t0 13: 6.

25 Then Jerobo’am built She’chem in 1 mo
E’phraim, and dwelt therein ; and 2 went out fx%!:zt
th%%ctk u(ixg bull,lt, Pen’uf(zjl.‘ his b N

., nd Jerobo’am said in his heart, Now shall the
km%dom return to the house of Da’vid :

27 If this people £0 Up to 2 do sacrifice in the house
of the Lorp at Jeru’salem, then shall the heart of this
geople turn nﬁam unto their lord, even unto Reho-

o’am.king of Ju’dah, and thoy shall kill me, and ¢ go
again to Rehobo’am king of Ju’dah.

28 Whereupon the king took coungel, and made
two calves of gold, and 2said unto them, Xt s too
much for you to go up to Jeru'salem : behold thy
(g’gdé; (o) Its':rml. which brought thee up out of theland

8YD

29 And he sct the one in Beth’-el, and the othep
put be in Dan.

Revised Version~-! the hill country of 3
all the people ; 7went up unto the altar’; 8

THE LESSON PASSAGE—1 Kings 12: 25-33.

Study 1 XKings
Read chs. 12, 13.

30 Anc this thing became s sin : for the people
waont {o worship Lefore the one, even unto Dan,

31 And he made ?an bouse of high places, and
made priests ¢ of the lowest of the people, which were
not of the song of Le'vi, . .

32 And Jerobo’am ordained a feast in the eighth
month, on the fifteenth day of the month, like uato
the feast that s in Ju'dab, and he ? 95&3:6(1 upon the
altar. So did he in Beth'-el, sacrificing unto_the
calves that he had made : and he placed in Beth’-el
the priests of the high places which he had made.

33 880 he 7 offered upcn the altar which he had
made in Beth’-el 9 the fifteenth day 19 of the eighth
month, even in the month which be had devised of
his own heart ; and 3ordained a feast it unto the
children of Is'rael : and ?he offered upon the altar,
2and burnt incense.

2he ; ?offer sacrifices ; 4return to; ® houses; ¢from among
d he; ®on; in; i for; 12to burn,

Daily Ruadings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—~M.—Jerobonm makes idols for Xsrael to worship, 1 Kgs. 12 :
25-33. T.—Jeroboam makes idols for Isracl to worship, 1 Kgs. 13 : 1-6. W.—The command, Ex. 20 : 1-7.

Th.—The golden calf, Ex. 32 : 1-8.
A living God, Ps. 115.

F.—Solomon’s sin, 1 Kgs. 11: 6-13. S.—A greatsin, Jer. 2 : 1-13. S.—

THE LESSON EXPLAINED ‘

I. IpoLATRY PLANNED.—
25. Jeroboam bullt Shechem ;
strengthened it with walls, and
prepared it for a royal residence.
In the hill country (Rev. Ver.),
the Central Range of mountains
running through Palestine from
north to south. Of Ephralm
(Rev. Ver.); a name often given
to the Northern kingdom of Israel,
because Ephraim was the most
powerful of the ten tribes included

who had helped to make him king:
Made two oalves ; in imitation
of Aaron (see Ex., ch. 32), whose
authority may have been quoted.
The people were familiar, too, with
the molten sea in Solomon'stemple
supported by twelve oxen, ch. 7 :
23-26. The images were probably
of the size of young oxen, and
‘ calves " is a title of contempt.
0t gold ; not solid, but a wooden
core overlaid with gold. It is

in it. Went out from thence ;

too much for you, ete.; Rev.

changed, for a time, the seat of
government, why is not known.

A CALF IDOL

Ver. Margin, “ Ye have gone up
long enough.” It was asif Jero-

Bulilt; fortified. Penuel ; on the
east side of Jordan. Thus Jeroboam would have two
fortresses, one in tho centre of his kingdom and one
near the eastern border.

26, 27. Said in his heart ; recognizing the real
reason for big proposed action, though he was asham-
ed to give it to the people. Kingdom ret@¥m to..
David ; forsaking him to go back to the rule of
Rehoboam, who occupied David's throne. GO up
(to Jerusalem) to do sacrifice; up, because Jerusalem
was the capital, and because it was built on hills.
The law (Deut. 16 : 16) required all male Israelites
to make thig journecy thrice a year,—at the Passover
{(March-April), Pentecost (May-June), Tabernacles
(Sept.-Oct.). Twrn again. Jeroboam feared that
his subjects would be attracted by the tomple ser-
vices and by the glorious memories of David's line.
Their lord . . Rehoboam ; as perhaps many in the
Northern kingdom still in their hearts regarded him.
Kill me ; to make easier the reunion of the two
kingdoms and win favor with Rehoboam.

28, 29. Took counsel; with the tribal leaders

boam bad ssid: * You are in-
dependent of Judab in government; become in-
dependent of ber in religion. Long cnough you
have been tiod to her apron strings.” Behold
thy gods. Compare Ex. 32 : 8. The golden calves
were looked upon not as substitutes for God, but as
symbols of Him. It was the Second Commandment,
not the first, that was here broken. One in Beth-
@l ; twelve miles north of Jerusalem, at the south of
Jeroboam's kingdom. Other..in Dan; at the
extreme north. Both Bethel and Dan had, from the
earliest times, been regarded as holy places.

II. IDOLATRY PRACTISED.—S0. This thing
becamo a sin. It broke the Second Commandment,
and goon the First, as well. For the people ; fol-
lowing only too roadily the lead of the sinful king.
Went . . before the one ; Rev. Ver. Margin, ** each
of them "*. Even unto Dan ; in the extreme north,
as well as to the more central Bethel, so well did
the king's plan succeed.

81-33. He made an house (Rov. Ver.) ** houses":
a templo, for each image. OI high pleces ; mounds
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or torraces, such as wero found near every town or
village and were used, before the temple was built at
Jerusalom, for the worship of Jehovah, but afterwards
only for idol worghip. ¥From among all the
people (Rev. Ver.); instead of from the tribe of Levi
only, Deut. 17: 9, 18. The Lovites in Jeroboam’s
kingdom refused to follow him in his idolatry, and
wont south to Rehoboam, 2 Chron. 11 :13-15. Or-
dained & feast; corresponding to the Foast of
Tabernacles or Ingathering on the fiftcenth day of
the seventh month, Lev. 23 : 39-43 ; Deut. 16:
13-15. The eighth month, The later vintage in the
north would be & plausible excuse for putting this
feast a month lator. 80 did he in Beth-el. The
king himself inaugurated the services in Bethel.
Likely somo of thenew pricsts were sent to introduce
them in Dan. Offered ; sacrifices. Devised of
his own heart ; the root fault of Jeroboam’s whole
system of worship : it was without divine direction
or approval. Incense ; a mixture of sweet spicos
burnt as a symbol of prayer, Rev. 5:8. (See Ex.
30 : 34-36.)

Ch, 13 : 1-6 tells how Jeroboam's illegal sacrifice at
Bethel was interrupted by a prophet from Judah,
whose word was confirmed by a miracle, Jeroboam’s
arm being paralyzed, but healed immediately on the
intercession of the prophet.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

. BETHEL was situated
Ihigh up on the Central
Range, about 12 miles
north of Jerusalem.
** Little remains of it to-
day oxcept its name.
It is one of the most
desolate-looking places
in Palestine. Thisisnot
from lack of water, for
it hag four good springs,
o but from the absence of
i soft soil on its rocky
k4 hills, All the neigh-
a borhood is of gray,
bare stone or white
chalk. Its miserable fields are fenced in with stone
walls, the hovels are rudely built with stone, the hill
to the east is hard rock with only a few scattered
fig gardens ; and a great reservoir south of the village
is excavated in the rook.”
LESSON QUESTIONS

25 What place did Jeroboam fit for a royal resi-

denco ? What other fortfess did he build? In

Svrld.

Medcterranedy Sea

Jervsalen

g0

/

what part of his kingdom was Shechem ? Whero
was Penuel ?

26, 37 What was Jeroboam's real reason for sct-
ting up & now worship ? For what feasts every year
wore tho men of Isracl required to go up to Jeru-
salem ? What was thero in Jerusalem that would
likely attract Jeroboam's subjects ¢ What fate did
Jeroboam fear for himself ?

28, 29 What sort of images did Jeroboam set up ?
Explain why the figure of an ox was chosen. What
reason was given to the people why they should
worship through these images ? Where were they
sot up? Why were these places chosen ? Read
Isaizh's great satire on idolatry. (Isa. 44 : 9-20,)

80-33 Of which Commandment was Jeroboam's
worship a breach ? Show that it led also to the
breaking of the First Commandment. Quote from
1 John a warning against idolatry. (1 John 5: 21.)
What feast did Jeroboam establish ?

Describe tho interruption of Jeroboam’s illegal
sworship.

FOR DISOUSSION .

1. Calves and castles, or God—which i3 the best
defence ?
2. The sins to which idolatry leads.

A LESSON ¥OR LIFE

It is told of Mohammedsan sailors, whose religion
does not permit them to eat pork, that they some-
times hook a piece of pork to a line, throw itover-
hoard, pause a moment and reverently mutter :
‘* Away pig ; come along fish.””- Then they haul it in
and eat it without any qualms of conscience. We
may disguise the wrong thing we wish to do, so as
to make it appear to be right. But however wae may
deceive ourselves and others, we can never deceive
God.

Prove from Soripture—That idols are helpless.

Shorter Catechism—Ques. 83. Are all transgres-
stons of the law equally heinous # A. Some sins in
thomselves, and by reason of several aggravations,
are more hoinous in the sight of God than others.

The Question on Missions—2. To what classes
of people do the home missionaries minister? To
mission fields in the older Provinces, fisherraen and
lumbermen in New Ontario and on the Pacific coast,
miners, foreigners, and the new settlers in the West
from the Eastern Provinces, Great Britain and the
United States. -

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise, Ps. Sel. 16
(Supplemental Lesson); 200; 221 ; 89" (Ps. Sel.);
Ps. Sel. 98 (from PRiMARY QUARTERLY); 245,

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS'
1. Why did Jeroboam set up the golden 0alVeS 2....cuieirieeieiiiiiaiennans cir vennninanns ee
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Lesson I1I. ASA’S GOOD REIGN IN JUDAH January 15, 19131

BETWEEN THE LESSONS8-—Rchoboam, the fint king of Judah, reigued seventeen years, and wag
suoceeded by his son Abijah, who reigned for only throe ysars. Asa, the son of Abijah, then became kig
of Judah, and rcigned forty-une years. The Lesson describes an incident in his reign not mentioned in Kings.

GOLDEN TEXT—Be ye strong therefore, and let not your hands be weak: for your work shall be rewarded.- -
3 Chronicles 15: 7.

Memorize vs. 1, 2. THE LESSON PASSAGE—?2 Chronicles 15: 1-15.

Read chs. 14-16;

1 Kings 15 : 9-24.

1 And the ! Spirit of God came upon Azari‘ah the
son of O’ded : )

2 And he went out fo meet A’sa, and said unto
him, Hear ye me, A’sa, and all Ju'dab and Ben’janin;
The Lorp t$ with you, while ye be with him ; aod i
ie seek him, he will be found of you ; butif ye forsake

im, he will forsake you.

3 Now for 2a long season Is'rael hath been without
the truc_God, and without a teaching priest, and
without law.

4 Butwhen? they in their trouble did turn unto the
{,}:.mn God of Is'racl, and sought him, he was found of

em.

5 And in those times there was no peace to him that
went out, nor to him that came in, but great vexa-
tions were upon all the inhabitants of the ¢ couatries.

6 And ¢ nation was destroyed of nation, and city
¢ of city : for God did vex themn with all adversity.

7 7 Be ye strong therefore, and let not your hands
be 8 weak : for your work shall be rewarded.

8 And when A’sa heard these words, and the pro-
phecy oi O'ded the prophet, he took courage, and put
away the 9abominable idols out of all the land of
Ju’dah and Ben’jamin, and out of the eities which
he had taken from 1° mount E'phraim, and ! renewed

the altar of the Lorp, that was before the porch of
the Lorp.

9 And he gathered all Ju’debh and Ben’jamin, and
12 the strangers with them out of E’phraim and
Maénn.;s’?e,h, alngi oxi)t ofd Sxm’eonh: f‘ﬁt they fcll‘w hilm
out ot Israel in abundance, when they saw that the
Lorp his God was with him, Y

10 So they gathered themselves together at Jeru'-
sajem in the third month, in the fiftcanth year of the
reign of A’sa.

. 11 And they 13offered unto the Lorp Mthe same
time, of the spoil which they had brought, seven bun
dr(i% ?ﬁfg {‘}?d scvfn ?qusu:;ngls sheep.

ey _entered in a covenant to seek
the Lorp 3 God of their fathers with all their heart
and with all their soul ;

13 16 That whosoever would not scek the Lorp
1 God of Is'rnel should be put to death, whether
small or (Freut. whether man or woman.

14 And they sware unto the Lorp with a loud
voice, and with shouting, and with trumpets, and
with cornets, A

15 And a}l Ju’dah rejoiced at the oath : for they
had sworn with all their heart, and sought him witfn
their whole desire ; and he was found of them : and
the Lorp gave them rest round about.

Bevised Verslon—! spirit (small #): ?long seasons ; 3in their distress they turned unto the Lord, the
God ; ¢lands ; § they were broken in picces nation against nation ; 8 against ; ‘But be ve strong, and ; 8slack,
¥ abominations out of ; 20 the hill country of Ephraim ; & he; 22 them that sojourned with ; ¥ sacrificed .

Win that day ; 3the: %and that; 17 the.

Daily Readings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—Rest and prosperity, 2 Chron. 14 : 1-15.

reign in Judah, 2 Chron. 15 : 1-13.

T.—Asa's good

‘W.—Asa's mistake, 2 Chron. 16 : 1-10. Th.—Joshua's covenant, Josh.

24 : 14-25. F.—Socking the Lord, Tsa. 55. S.—Trust and safety, Ps. 16. S.—Joyful service, Ps. 99, 100

1. THE ProPHET'S MESSAGE
—-1, 2. The Spirit of God ; who
reveals God’s will to men.  Asar-
izh ; a prophet, that is, one who
speaks for God. To mest Asa ; on
tho kii.g's return to Jerusalem from
his victory over Zerah the Ethiop-
ian, an Egyptian king who had in-
vaded Judah, ch. 14 : 9-15. Hear
yo me ; for I bring a message from
God. The Lord Is with you. It
was throngh God's help that Asa
had won his victory, ch. 14 : 11.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

truc God and His will, like our min-
isters to-duy. Without law; so
that every one did as he pleased,
Judg. 17: 6; 21: 25. In their
trouble ; when suffering came upon
them hecause they had broken God's
commandments. DIid twmn; re-
penting of their sins. 1he Lord
God of Israel ; their rightfu) Ruler
and best Friend. Sought him ;
their backs toward sin and their
faces Codward. Found of them.
More willing He to receive them,

While ye be with him. Only
when we are on God's side. doing

His will, can we claim His protee-
tion and blessing  Seek him ; turn

TRUMPETS

thgn thoy to come to Him. (e
Judg. 10 : 15, 16, ete.)
§5-7. No peace, etc. Travelen

ceuld not journey safely on the high-

to Him in love and obedience. Will
be found ; becuuse He is always sceking us, John
4:23. Torsake him ; reasc to love and oboy
Him. Forsake you ; withdraw His favor.

38, 4. ¥or a long season ; Rev. Ver., ™ for long
seasons . The prophet points king and people back
to tho past history of Istael. Without the true
GQod ; without the knowledge of Him, like the
heathen th-day, or without His wonsbip and service,
For such times sco Judg. 2: 10-15. Without &
teaching priest ; one to teach the people about the

ways for fear of robbers, Judg.
5: 6. @Great vexations; sorc troubles. Coun-
tries ; the different districts of Palestine. Nation
.. nation.  See Judg. 20: 33-48. City..city.
Soc Judg. 8: 45. God did vex them ; affiict them,
punish them for thelr rebellion. Be ye strong
therefore ; ** be ye firm "', that is, faithiul to Gad,
not forsaking Him as Isracl did of old. Rewarded :
with God's favor and blessing.

II. TrRe Kmve's Opepienxce.—8-11. Pro-
phecy of Oded.  Likely * Azariah the son nf "
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should be inserted before * Uded'. Took ocour-
age ; because he know that Qod's power was behind
him. Put away..idols; outlining the good
work begun earlier, ch. 14 : 3. Out..of Judah
and Benjamin ; the two tribes included in the
Southern kingdom. Cities..takken from the
hill country of Ephraim (Rev. Ver.); the cities
amongst the mountaing of the Cratral Range cap-
tured by Abijah, Asa’s father (ch. 13 : 19) in his
wars with the Northern kingdom here called * Eph-
raim "' from its strongest tribe. Renewed the
altar ; repaired the altar of burnt offering in the
court of the temple. Strangers..of Ephraim..
Manasseh . . S8imeon ; people from these three
Northern tribes, who had migrated to the Southern
kingdom. Fell to him ; becume his subjects. In
abundance; in great numbers. Lord..with
him ; as proved by the victory over Zerah. Third
month ; in which the Feast of Pentecost or Weeks
wag held. 8poil. Seo ch. 14 : 13-15.

III. THE PeorLE’s Jovy.—12-15. Entered
into a covenant; bound themselves anew (see
Ex. 24: 3-8) to obey God's law. Seek..with
all their heart and . . soul ; putting all their might
into the service of God. (Compare Mark 12 : 30.)
Sware .. with a loud voice..with shouting ;
expressing 2 united and joyful determination to
serve the Yord. Trumpets. These were long,
straight silver trumpets with a bell mouth, used only
for religious purposes. Cornets ; long horus turned
up at the end, the national trumpet for rallying the
people. All Judah rejoiced ; with the joy of all
those who find God. The Lord gave them rest ;
1 period of peace.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

The Temrre which
was built by King Sol-
omon on Mount Mor-
} inh, the Enstern hill of
> Jerusalem, was  aur-
N
X

—_—

rounded by two courts.
Into the inner of these
courts only the priests
could enter, while the

Medctarrdnedn Sea

G 3 outer nne was open to
«lgal S

Fericheh & all the Israclites. In
Befies the .uner or pricsts’

" """"‘)"" court stood the altar
s M of burat offering, which
j" . & was made of bLrass, 30
— fect in both length and

width and 15 feetin height.  The altar stood probably
on the spot where David crected an altar after the
rIague had been stayed (soc 2 Sam. 24, 15-25). It was
this altar which King Asn is said to bave repaired.

LESSON QUESTIONS

1, 2 Who oamo with n message to Asa ?  Irow
whom was this message 2 Where is it said that
prophets were * moved by the Holy Gbost"” ? (2
Pot. 1 :21.) From what victory was Asa returning ?
What promise was made to Asa and his people ?
‘What was required of themn ?  What is said of those
who sock God carly 2 (Prov. 8 :17.)

8, 4 What three things does Azariah say that
Israel in the past had often been without ? What
had led them to return to God ? How had He re-
ccived them ? Find in Jeremish a promise to a
nation that repents. (Jer. 26 : 13.)

§-7 What troubles had come upon Israel? Who
bad sent these troubles ? Wherefore?  What did
Azariah tell Asa he should be ? What promise did
he give ? Where do we read that Joshua was told to
**be strong and of a good courage " ? (Josh.1: 6.)

8-11 What did Asa put away ¢ What did he
restore 2 Describe the gathering summoned and
the sacrifices that were offered. .

12-16 What covenant was made ? What did the
T.ord give to Isracl ?

POR DISOUSBION

1. Sccking the Lord.

2. Whole-hearted service.

A LESSON FOR LIFE

By the simple device of surrounding a bottle with
avacuum between itself end the outer air, the contents
of the bottlo can be kept hot for a long period. So,
though temptations and trials and sorrows may come
into our lives, yet when the great and loving God
places round us Hiz care and protection, weshall
have in our hearts a rest and peace and joy which
nono of the world's happenings can destroy or oven
disturb.

Prove trom Scripture—7That God requires heart
service.

Shorter OCatechism—Ques. §4. What doth cvery
sin deserre ! A, Every sin deserveth God's wrath
and curse, both in this life, and that which is to come.

The Question or. Mizsions—3. What is our
church doing for immigrants on their arrival in
Canada? A minister of our church moets immigraats
at the ports of Quebec, St. John and Halifax, gives
to cach Presbyterian amongst them a card of intro-
duction to a minister in the placo to which he is
going, and notifies that minister of the immigrant's
arrival. At the port of Quebec last year 6,700
Presbyterian immigrants were welcomed in this way

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise, Ik, Scl. 16 (Sup-
plemontal Lesson); 116 ; 104, 63 (Ps. Sol.); 238 (from
PRIMARY QUARTERLY); 255.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1 What warnings for Asa did Azaviah draw from Isrand’s past history 2. ... ... . ...
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OMRI AND AHAB LEAD ISRAEL INTO January 22, 1911
GREATER SIN .

BETWEEN THE LESSONS8—When Jeroboam, the first king of Israel, died, aftor a reign of twenty
two years, ho was succeeded by his son Nadhb, ch. 15 : 25. Nadab, however, had been king for onlv twe
years when he was slain by Baasha, who seized the throne and reigned for twenty-four years, ch. 15 : 28, 33.
Baasgha was followed by his son Elah, who, after reigning for two years, was assnasinated by Zimri, one of his

Lesson 1V.

generals, who made himse!f king, ch 16 : 8;14.

GOLDEN TEXT-—Rughteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people. —Proverbs 14: 34.
bemorize vs. 25,30. THE LESSON PASSAGE—I Kings 16: 23-33. Study 1 Kings 16:

15-33.

23 In the thlrty and first year of A’sa king of
Ju'dah began Om'ri to reign over Is'rael, !twelve

years : six vears reigned he in Tir'zah.

24 And he bought the hill Samar’ia of She'mer for
two talents of silver, and 2 built on the hill, and called
the name of the city which he built, after the pame of
She'mer, 3owner, of the hill, bn.mxu’

25 4+ But Om'ri 4wrought evil in thc oycs of the
Lono. and did worsg_than all that were before him,

26 For ho walked in all the way of Jerobo’am the
son of Ne'bat, and in his ®sin wherewith he_made
Is'rael to sin, to provoke the Lomp 3 God of Is'rael
to anger with their vanities.

27 Now the rest of the acts of Om’ri which he did,
and his might that be shewed, are they not written in
the book of the chronicles of the kings of Is'racl?

28 So Om’ri slept with his fathers, aud was buried

Revised Version— and reigned ;

15-22.

Read chs. 21, 22.

in Samm’m and A’hab his son reigoed in his stead.
And in the thirty and eighth year of A’sa king
of J\.'dah began A’hab the son of Om‘ri to_reign over
Is'rael : and A’hab the son of Om’ri reigned over
Is’rael in Samaria twenty and two years.
30 And A’hab the son of Om'ri 8 chd evil in the
sight of the Lorp above all that were before him.
31 And it came to pass, as if it had been a light
thm for him to walk in the sins of Jerobo’am the son
e’bat, that he took to wiie Jez’ebol the daughter
of Ethba’al king of the Zido’ nmns. and went and
scrvcd Ba’al, and womth])
2 And he reared up an altar t‘or Ba’alin the house
of Ba’sl, which he had built in Samar’ia.
33 And A’hab made 7a grove ; and A’hab did
more to provoke the Lorp 2 God of Is'racl to ans;ct
than all the kings of Is'rael that were before him.

2he; 3the; *And Omri did that which was evil in the sight of
the Lord, and dealt wickedly above all ; 5sins ; *did that which was evil ; 7 the Ash

Daily Readings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—Omri and Ahab lead Isracl into greater sin, 1 Kgs.
T.—Omri and Abab lead Irsael into greaser sin, 1 Xgs. 16 : 23-33.
1-10. Th.—A sinful nation, Iss. 1 :1-8. F.—Thesinful mind, Romn. 8 : 1-13.

erah ; 8yet more.

16 :

W.~—The wicked heart, Jer. 17 :
S.—Evil friendships forbidden,

2 Cor. 6. 11-18. 8.—Consequcnces of sin, Micah 6 : 6-16.

THE LESSON

The army of Isracl,
which was warring against
the Philistines, when thoy
heard that Zimri bad us-
urped tho throne, clected
their general Omri as king,
and marched against Tir-
zzh, a city near Shechem,
which had bocome the cap-
ital of Israel's kings. Zim-
H, in despair, set fire to
his palace and perisbed in
the flame. Omri then as-
cended the throne, but for
four years had to contend
for 1ts possession with Tib-
ni, . ¥s. 15-22.

I. XinG OMR1.—23, 24. Thirty and first year
of Ass; sixteen years after Jast Lesson (seo 2
Chron. 15: 10). Began Omri to relgn. Hewas
clected king in Asa'’s twenty-seveath year, v. 15.
The four years of his conflict with Tibni, however,
would make it Asa's thirty-first year when ho was
confirmed on tho throne. Twelve years. This
includes the four yeary of disputed suthority. 8ix
years..in Tirgsah; whither Jerobhoam bhad re-
moved his court from Shechem, (sco ch. 14: 17).
Bought the hill Samaria, Sce Geography
Lesson. Two talents of sllver; $§2,000 or
$4,000 of our money, according as the so-called
**light” or " heavy " talent is mcant. Shemaer ;
a name resembling the Hebrew ** shamar * menning

A FIGURE OF BAAL

EXPLAINED
‘“to guard’ or ‘‘watch'. Samaria ; Hebrew.
** Shomerdn "', which means ** Watch Tower .

26, 236. Omril wrought evil:. Ho gave Isracl
a new start on the downward road. In the eyes
of the Lord. OQutwardly he was successful and pros-
perous, but the Lord scarched his heart and saw its
wickeduess. Worse than all..before him. It
is thought that Omri organized the calf worship
introduced by Jeroboam into a regularsystem.
In the days of the prophet Micah, nearly two hundred
years later, ** the statutes (or laws) of Omri " were
still ** kept ™, Mic. 6 : 16. The way of Jerohoam.
Compare chs. 15: 26, 34; 16 : 19. King after king
followed Jeroboam's evil example. ToO Drovoxe
the Lord . . to anger ; not passion, but indignation
against sin, while there was love to the sinner.
Vanitles ; a title often given in the Old Testament
to folse gods and the worship paid to them (ace Deut.
32: 21, and compare 1 Cor. S: 4).

27, 28. The rest of the acts. Omri made hiw-
self so powerful and famous that his kingdom was
known to the Assyrians ns the ** House of Omzi .
His might ; shown, for example, in subduing Moab.
and compelling it %0 pay ar enormous tribute, 2
Kgs. 3 :4. Book of the chronicles ; not the Books
of Ghronicles in our Bibles, but other records, probably
written by tho prophets, relating the history of the
kings of Isrnel. Slept with his fathers ; a commen
description of the death of tho kings of Isracl, chs.
2:10511:43;14:20:15: 8§, cte.

I1. limGg ApaB.~—29-31. Ahsb; the namemeun-
ing “father’s brother”, and pointing to Ahab's likenms
of character to Omri. Evil..above all.. before
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him. Ahab's name has come down to us as that of
the worst of Israel's ovil kings. A lght thing,
Ho made light of all that the kings bofore him had
suffcred for their worship of the golden calves.
Took to wife Jegebel; the Lady Macbeth of
Israclitish history,—bold, masterful, unscrupulous.
Daughter of Ethbaal ; * With Baal ¥, the god to
whose worship Jezebel's family was devoted. XKing
of the Zidonlans ; or Sidonians, a powerful pation
whose two chief cities were Tyre and Sidon on the
Mediterranean coast north of Palestine. 8erved
Baal. * Baal” means *‘owner” or “lord”. The
“ Baal " meant here is Melkart, the Baal or chief
god of Tyre. Other places bad different Baals.
Worshipped him. With this worship were con-
nected shameful and cruel rites, including the burn-
ing of little children.

32, 33. An altar for Baal ; also a column or pillar,
probably like those in the great temple at Tyre.
This was destroyed by Jehu, 2 Xgs. 10 : 27 (Rev.
Ver.). Faocse of Baal; a temple, doubtless of
considerable spitndor ; less would not satisfy Jezebel.
Made a grove ; Rev. Ver., ‘ made the Asherah " ;
an image to represent the female deity corresponding
to Baal, who was the male.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

SaMaRia was built by
Omri on 2 round, iso-
lated hill over 300 feot
high, rising from a wide
basin, formed- by =2
bend in the valley run-
ning down from Shee-
hem to the scacoast
and an incoming glen.
It was not already a

S den(oe
Sareprraln

td
Damadcus
N

hyr‘a

Sheches city, but wus probably,
k3 ag it ig to-day, covered
‘{; with soil and arable to
1Nz the top. The name
q

whica Omri gave to his
new capital is obvious-
Iv uapproprinte. Surmounded and overlooked by
mountains on three sides, Samaria commands a
magnificent view to the west.  The broad valley is
ceen for cight miles, then a low range of hills, and
bevond these, the sea, which is only 23 miles away.
LESSON QUESTIONS

Py whom was Omri elected king ? Who was his
rival 7 How longdid the conflict between them last?

23-26 What site did Omri buy for a new eapital ?
How did Omri show himself worse than the kings

who ha  ono before him 2 With what fesling did
tho Lora rogard him ? Where do we read of “ the
wrath of the Lamb "? (Rev. 6: 16.)

27, 238 Mention scme indications of Omri's power
and famoe. What are meant by *‘the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Israel' ?

29-31 What does the namo Ahab mean ? To
what does it point 7 What was Ahab’s character ?
Of what did he make light ?  Whom did he take to
wife? What wicked woman brought about John
the Baptist's death ? (Matt, 14: 1-12.) Describe
Jezebel's character. Explain the meaning of the
title « Baal”. YWhich Baal did Abab serve ?

32, 33 What did Ahab build in Samaria for Baal ?
What was ** the Asherah ' ?

FOR DISCUSSION
1. The progress of sin.
2. The influence of evil compauions.

A LESSON FOR LIFE .

Plato, in onc of his books, pictures a many-
headed beast, composed of all sorts of animals grow-
ing together, then a lion, and finally a man, lm-
agine, he says, all these knitted together so as to
have the outward form of a man, while they cach
live separately in that form. The animals stand for
the lower desires in humun nature, and sin is feed-
ing theae until they become strong enough to master
the man. Righteousness is feeding the man till he
is sble to master the animals.

Prove from Scripture—Tkat God loves righteous-
nCss.

Shorter Catechism~—Ques. S5. What doth God
require of us, tha we may escape his wrath and curse
due to us for sin?  A. To cscapo the wrath and curse
of God duc 1o us for sin, God requireth of us faith in
Jesus Christ, repentance unto life, with the diligent
use of all outward means whereby Christ communi-
cateth to us the benefits of redemption.

The Question on Missions—4. What work is
donc among the forcigners in the West? Five hos-
pitals are maintained by the Women’s Home Mission-
ary Society, clothing is distributed. young men
trained for teacaers and mission work, missionaries
aupported, and aid given o the ministers of the In-
dependent Greek Church. Everything is done to
win the foreign immigrants and make them Christinn
and Canadian.

Lessor Hymns—Book of Praise, Ps. Sel. 16 (Sup-
plcmental Lesson) 1 505; 13; 100 (Ps. Sel.); 503 from
PRIMARY QUARTERLY); 506.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1 Deseribe the situation of Omui's new eapitalic.oviiy toiit tiiiiiiaieiiianen., .
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Lesson V.

The Home Study Quarterly
JEHOSHAPHAT'S GOOD REIGN IN JUDAH Januery 29, 1911

BETWEEN THE LESSONS—2 Chron., ohs. 15: 16 to 16 : 14, continucs the story of Asa’s relgn (sce

ch. 15 : 1-15, Lesson III., Jan. 16).

He was succeeded by his son Johoshaphat.

GOLDEN TEXT—Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added

unto you,—Matthew

THE LESSON PASSAGE—2 Chronicles 17: 1-6, 9-13.

Memorize vs. 3, 4.

6: 33.
Study 2

Chronicles 17 : 1-13. Read chs. 17-20.

1 And Jehosh’aphat his son reigned in his stead,
and strengthened himself against {e'rgel. =~

2 And he placed forces in all the fenced cities of
Ju’dab, and set garrisons in_the land of Ju'dab, and
. the cities of E'phraim, which A’sa his father had

taken.

3 And the Lorp was with Jehosh’aphat, because
be walked in the first ways ot s father Da’wvad, and
sought not unto ! Ba'alim ; )

4 But sought to the 2 L0RD God of his father, and
walked in_his commandments, and not after the
doings of Is'rpel. | )

5 Therefore the Lorp stablished the kingdom in
bis hand ; and all Ju’dah brought to Jehosh’aphat
presents ; and be had riches and bonour in abup-

ance.
8 And his heart was lifted up in the waras of the
Loep : 3 moreover he took away the high places and

4 groves out of Ju'dah.

9 And they taught in Ju’dah, ® and had the Look
of the law of the Lorp with them, and ¢ went about
throughout all the cities of Ju’dah, and taught 7 the

people.

10 And the fear of the Lorp fell upon all the king.
doms of the lands that were round ahout Ju’dab, so
that thei,v made no war against Jehosh’uphat.

11 8 Algo some of thc Phil’istines brought Jehoshy’-
aphat presents, and ¥ tribute silver ; and the Ara’-
biang 19 brougbt him flocks, seven thousand and s«ven
bundred rams, and seven thousand and seven huadred

€ goats.
12 And Jchosh’aphat waxed great exceedingly ;
and he built 1n Ju’dah castles. and cities of store,
13 he had " much business in the cities of
Ju'dah : and '2 the men of war, mighty men of valour,
13 were in Jeru'salem.

Revised Version—! the ; 20Omi! LORD ; 3and furthermore he ; ¢ the Asherim out of ; ®havi
book ; 6they; 7amung; 8Andsome; ©silver for tribute ; 19also ; 1 many works ; 12 Omit the ; 12 3;::?%»3:;0

Daily BReadings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—Jehoshaphat's good reiga in Judah, 2 Chrom. 17 : 1-13.

T.—Righteous rule, 2 Chron. 19 : 4-11.
Chron. 20 : 14-21.
8.—Tbe blessed way, Ps. 1.

W.—The best refuge, 2 Chron. 20 : 1-13. Th.—A battle song, 2
F.—Complete deliverance, 2 Chron. 20 : 22-30. S.—Tho book of the law, Josh. 1 : 1.0,

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

1. Gop Fearep.—1, 2. Jehoshaphat.
The name means * whom the Lord judges ™
or “ pleads for . His son ; that is, son of
Asa, ch.16 :13, 14. Strengthened himselt
against Israel ; strengthencd the defences
of his kingdom on the side towards the North-
ern kingdom of Isracl. Ahab's alliance with
Sidon, through his wife Jozcbel, made his
power to be feared. Forces; an army.
Fencea cities ; fortified places. @arrisons.
The Hebrew means cither officers or govern-
ors set over a garrison, or the garrison itself.
Land of Judah ; the territory of the South-
ern kingdom. Cities of Ephraim ; that is,
of Israel, the Northern kingdom, so named
from its most powerful tribe. The reference
is to the citics of ch. 15: § {compare ch.
13 : 19).

8, 4. The Lord was with Jehoshaphat ;
blessing him with His favor. Walked in ;

READING THE LAW

followed the example of. First ways of
his father David. Probably * David ™ should be
omitted, and the mcaning is that Jehoshaphat fol-
Jowed the example of Asa in his earlier years, before
that king had incurred the Lord’s displeasure by his
win (sce ch. 18). Sought not unto; did not wor-
ahip or serve. Baalim ; pluralof Baal. But..the
Lord God of his father. Jchoshaphat inherited
the frith of his godly ancestry as well as their throne.
Walked in his commandments ; showing by his
obedience that he was really sceking the Lord. Not
atter the doings of israel ; that is, not following
the example of the Northern kingdom in the worship
of Baal.

5, 6. Therofore ; beeause Jehoshaphat had wor-
shiped and served the Ged of his fathers. The Lord

established the kingdom ; made it strong wed
por.criul. Al Judah brought..presents; vei-
untary gifts at the king's accession, in addition to
the regular taxes. These gifts were proof of the
peoplo’s love. Riches and honour ; the reward
of his faithfulness to the Lord. His hear{ was
Ufted up ; not in pride and forgetfulness of Genl,
but in courage and devotion resulting from trust iu
the Lord. In the ways of the Lord ; in a life of
love and obedience to God. The high places ; the
temples erected for the worship of false gods. The
Asherlm (Rev. Ver.); imnges representing the
female deity corresponding to Baal.

Va. 7, S give the names of five court officers, uine
Levites and two pricsts sent throughout Judah te
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instruct the people in the law of the Lord.

1I. Tue Peorie InsTRUCTED.—9. Taught
in Judah ; explaining God's laws and urging the
people to obey thom. The book of the law of the
Lord; the Pentateuch or Five Books of Moses,
though probably not in the precise form in which
they bave come down to us. All the cities of Ju-
dah. The work was thoroughly done. Taught
the people ; using instruction and persuasion as the
best weapons against idolatry and on behalf of the
worship of the true God.

1il. Tue KiNG PrOSPERED.—10-13. Fear
of the Lord ; who was showing His power, through
Jehoshaphat, against the false gods. Xingdoms. .
round about ; cach of which had its own god to
whom it looked for help in war. Nade no war;
fearing that their gods could not prevail against the
God of Jehoshaphat. Philistines ; dwellers in the
plain along the Mediterranean, west of Judah. Pre-
sents ; a sign of homage to him as king. Tribute
silver ; taxes. Arabians ; whose country bordered
on Judah to the south and southeast.  Flocks;
tribute in kind instead of money. Castles ; perbaps
amall towers along the roads to make travel safe.
C1418s of store ; fortified cities with a supply of war
materinl.  Much business, ecte. Besides building
new castles and walled citics, Jehoshaphat busied
himself in increasing and strengthening the defunces
of the old cities of Judah. NMen of war, ctc.; &
large standing army. In Jerusalem. See Geo-
graphy Lesson.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

l In Lesson III. we saw
3 that the Fastern bill of
i Jerusalem, on which

Soxmon buiit his tem-
p! , is named Mount
Morizh. The Western
hill, ever since the
fourth century A.D.,
has been known as
Mount Zion. But at
first the name Zion be-
longed to tho Eastern
hill. It was here that
the fortress stood which
David captured from
the Jebusites (2 Sam.
5: 7, 8). The name of the fort was changed to the
City oF Davip.  In this stronghold the soldiers of
Jehoshaphat, “the men of war, mighty men of valor”,
guarded his capital.  Afterwsrd the name Zion

leterrdnean

#e

spread until it covered the whole of Jerusalem, but
now, as has boen said, it is applied to the Western hill.
LESSON QUESTIONS

1-4 What does Jehoshaphat's name mean ? How
did the Lord regard Jehoshaphat ? Whoso example
did he follow ? How did he show that his loyalty
to God was genuine ? Where does Jesus teach that
obedience is the test of love to Himself? (John14:15.)

6, 6 How did the Lord rewand Jeboshapbat's
loyalty 2 What proof of love to the king did the
people give 7 Point out two ways in which the heart
may be * lifted up "' ? Which way isseen in Jehosh-
aphat ? Which in Uzzish ? (Ch. 20: 16.) Which way
1s referred toin Ps, 131:1 ? Whichin Isa. 52 : 137

Describe the contents of vs. 7, 8.

9 What book was used in the instruction of the
people ? How thoroughly was the work of teaching
done ? Against what was the instruction directed ?

10-13 How did the surrounding nationsregard
Judah ? Who gave tribute to Jehoshaphat ? Men-
tion further evidences of his prosperity.

FTOR DISCUSSION .

1. The obligations of those descended from Gea-
fearing ancestors.

2. Piety and prosperity,—the connection between
them.

A LESSON FOR LIFE

The sure way to drive the darkness out of 3 room
is to throw wide opcn the shutters and let the light
rush in to flood every corner. Like the blessed sun-
shine is the teaching of the Word of God. It comes
into the heart willing to reccive it, and before ite
entrance all evil thoughts and desires and purposes
take their flight. Through the written Word, read
and studied and meditated upon, the Holy Spirit
teaches us the will of God, and imparts to us the
inclination and the ability to do it.

Prove from Scripture—That the rightcous shall
be rcwarded.

Shorter Oatechism—Review Question 82-85.

The Question on Biissions—5. What are the
special needs for the work of Home Missions? Mis-
sionaries, deaconesses and money are neceded. The
work calls to Christian young men and women to
consccrate themselves to mission service, and the
church mombers to consecrate a due proportion of
their wealth, that the $248,000 required this year
may be obtained.

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise, Ps. Sel. 16
(Supplemental Lesson); 304 ; 262 ; 94 (Ps. Scl.); 517
(from PRIMARY QUARTERLTY); 107.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS
1. How did Jchoshaphut show his faithfulness to the Lord ?2.....covvviniiin oot

3. How did the Lord rewsrd him?.. .......
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Lesson VI,

‘The Home Study Quarterly
ELIJAH THE PROPHET APPEARS IN

February 5, 1911

ISRAEL
BETWEEN THE LESSONS—King Ahab had introduced into Isracl the worship of Baal (seo ch. 16
31-33, Leason IV., Jan. 22). and Elijah tho prophot appoars as tho champion of Jehovah, the truo God of Isrucl,
GOLDER TEXT-—They that seek the Lord shall not want any good thing.—Psalm 34: 10,

Memorize vs. 14-16. THE LESSON PASSAGE—1 Kings 17 :1-16.

1 And Eljah the Tish’bite, who was of the ! inhabi-
tants of Gil'end, said unto A’hab, As the Lorp 2 God
of Is’rael liveth, before whom 1 stand, there shall not
bo gew nor rain these years, but according to my
word.

. 2 And the word of the Lorp came unto him, say-

ing, .
3 Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and hide
thyself by the brook Che'rith, that £3 before jordan.
4 Anditshall be, that thou shalt drink of the brook;
and T have commanded the ravens to feed thee there.
5 So he went and did according unto the word of
the Lorp : for he went and dwelt by the brook
Che'rith, that is before Jordan. .
6 And the raveans brought him bread and flesh in
the morning, and bread and fiesh in the evening ;
and he drank of the brook. .
7 And it came to pass after a while, that the brook
dried up, becau e there 3 had been no rain in the land.
8 And the word of the Lorp came unto him, saying,
.9 Arise, get thee to Zar’ephath, which belongeth to
Zi'don, and dwell there : bebold, I have commanded
a widow woman there to sustain theo.
10 So hearoseand went to Zar'ephath. And when
he came to the gate of the city, behold, ¢ the widow

Study 1 Kings, ch. 17.

woman was there I‘guthcring Sof sticks : and he called
to hes, and said, Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water
in n vessel, that I may drink, X

11 And 28 she was gomng to fetch ¢, ho called to
her, and said, Bring me, [ pray thee, a mor-el of bread
in thine hand. | .

12 And she snid, As the Lorp thy God liveth, I
bave not a cake, but an handful of mealin 2 a barre),
and a little oil in 2a cruse : and, behold, I am gather-
ing two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and
nay soq, that we may eat it, and die.

13 And Eli’jah said unto her, Fear not ; go and do
as thou hast said : but make me _thereof a little cake
first, and bring it 8 unto me, and 7 after makc for thee
and for thy son.

14 For thus saith the Lorp 2 God of Is'rael, The
barrel of meal shall not waste. neither shall the cruge
of oil fail, until the day tha! the Lorp sendeth rain
upon the earth. . )

15 And she went and did according to the saying
of El‘jah : and she, and he, and her bouse, did eat
meny days. R

16 8% And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did
the cruse of oil fail, according to the word of the
Lorp, which he spake by Eli'jah.

Revised Version—!sojourners; 2the; Iwas no; $a; $Omitof ; Sforth; 7afterward ; 8Omil And.
Dally Readings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—Elijah tbe prophet appears in Israel, 1 Kgs. 17. 1-16.

T.—Elijah the prophet appears in Israel, 1 Xgs. 17 : 17-24.
Elijab's prayer, James 5 : 10-20. F.—Safety of the righteous, Ps. 37 : 1-19.

10-22. 8.—The first thought, Matt. 6 : 24-34.

THE LESSON

A RAVER

I. Erwagp aAND TBE King.—1. Elijah.
The name means ** Jehovah is my God ", a fitting
name for ono who was to stand up for Jehovah
against Bag)l. The Tishbite; possibly anative
of Thisbe, a place in northern Galileo. Of the
sojourners of Gilead (Rev. Ver.). See Geography
Lesson. Elijab, though perhaps a native of Galilee,
dwelt for a time in Gilead. Sald unto Ahab;
bursting into the king's prescnce, perbaps athis
capital Samaris, * like lightning on the midoight ™.
As the Loord God of Israel Liveth, Elijuh spoke,
not in his own name, but in the name of the living

W.—Jesus refers to Elijah, Luke 4 : 16-30. Th.—
S.—God, a Deliverer, Ps. 33 .

EXFLAINED

God. Bofore whom I stand ; as His servant, and
therefore under His protection. This thought drove
away all fear from the prophet’s heart. Not be
dew nor rain. Drought was one of the punishments
threatened if Israel should forsake the Lord for false
gods’ (sce Deut. 11 : 17 ; 28 : 23). ‘These years,
Three and 8 half years (Luke 4 : 25 ; James 5 * 17)
the drought lasted. But according to my word ;
as the Lord shall proclaim through me.

II. ELuAB AND THE RAVENS.—2-4. Get
thee hence ; away from Ahab’s court. Turn thee
oeastward ; in the direction of the Jordan and
Gilead. Hide thyself ; from the anger of Ahab and
Jezebel, who would regard the prophet as not merely
the announcer, but the cause, of the drought. By
the brook Cherith. See Grograpby Lesson. Be-
fore Jordan ; thatig, to the cast of theriver. Drink
of the brook. The Hebrew word translated “brook”
really means a deep ravine down which, in the rainy
season, o strong stream fowed, but which, at other
times, was nearly, if not entirely, dry. Ravens.
Tha raven is one of the commonest birds in Pulestine
To feed thee; s miraculous provision.

5-7. He went ; oboying the Lord without hesi-
tation or question. Ravens brought him bread
and fiesh., morning, saud..ovening. Ob-
servers testify to the large supply which great birds,
liko the ravens, bring home. Dranic of the brook ;
not yet dried up for want of rain. Atter a while.
Perbaps it was a year before the brook dried up

IIl. Erwan aAND THE WOowW.—8-11. Zare-
phath ; or Sarepta (Luke 4: 26). The name means
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* Smelting House ", and probably the placo had
workshops for rofining motals. Belongeth to
zidon ; Sldon, on the Mediterrancan coast, the
home of Jezebol, Ahab's wife, ch. 16 : 31. His cne-
mies would not think of searching for him there.
Widow .. gathering of stioks; chance bitsof
wood from trees outside the city walls,—a proof of
her deep poverty. A little water; his first need
after traveling through the drought-stricken land.
A morsel of bread ; a request which would soon
reveal whether this was the widow who was to pro-
vide for him.

12-16. As the Lord thy God Uveth. The
woman recognized Elijah as an Israelite by his speech
or dress. Not a cake ; the thin, flat, circularor
oval cake of unleavened dough common in that
country. Barrel ; an earthen jar. A little ofl ;
ased with bread, as we use butter. A ocruse; an
earthenware bottle. Two sticks ; as we would say
“two or three”. Dress it ; prepare it for eating.
Eat it, and die. It was her last food, and she knew
not where she could get more. Fear not ; a cheering
word of encouragement betokening the prophet's
own strong faith in God. Make me .. cake frst ;
a severe test of the woman’s faith, Thus saith the
Lord ; and she may safely venture on His promise.
Went and did ; and found that the promise did not
fail. Many days ; perhaps two and & half years.

In vs. 17-24 we have an account of the widow’s
son and of his being restored to life by Elijah.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

Sidon(e o Across the Jordan fo
Taveppbath { Damascus | the enst of Palestine lay
Ipyrels Y *ca |the country known as
Gilead. Thisis a beau-
tiful land, with streams
and springs, forests and
rich fields, gentle slopes
and quiet valleys, to at-
5 tract theoye. The east-

Sataria {? Cy ern boundary wag the
Sheche vast desert over which

\Med:‘ terran

° 3 roamed the wandering
Jerosalen{ \A Arab tribes. Probably
(Le 3 it was somewhore in Gil-

5o s here in Gi
a ead that Elijah found

the brook CaEniTH,
which flowed through onc of the watercourses of
Gilead into the Jordan. Since the prophet was one
of ** the sojourners of Gilerd" (1 Xgs. 17: 1), he would
be familiar with the hiding-places of that region.

LESBBON QUESTIONS

1 Describo Elijah’s appearance before Ahab, What
prediction did Elijah make ? Where had drought
been throatened as a punishment of idolatry ?

2-T Whither was Elijuh sent from the presence
of Ahab ? How were his wants to be provided for
there ? Where does Jesus use God's care for the birds
to illustrate Elis caro for His pcople ? (Matt. 6 : 26.)

8-11 To what place was Elijah sent from Cherith ?
‘Why were his enemies not likely to look for him here?
How was he now to be provided for? What did he
find the widow doing ? For what did he aslk her ?
Whom did Jesus ask for a drink of water? (John 4: 7.)

12-16 Give the woman’s reply. How did Elijah
encourage her ? How did he test her faith ? How
did the woman act ? What was the result ? Tell
of Jesus’ visit to the neighborhood of Tyre and Sidon.
(Mark 7 : 24-30.)

Describe the restoration to life of the widow's son.

FOR DISOUSSION
1. The contrast between Elijah and Ahab.
2. God's care for the beathen.
A LESSON FOR LIFE

In many large citics water s pumped up from a
lake or stream into a high reservoir. Itissent thither
that it may be distributed all over the city. God,
in olden times, gave the knowledge of Himself to the
one chosen people, Isracl. But He always intended
that thoy should share that knowledge with other
nations. We know about God and Hig salvation.
It is His will that we should send the glad tidings
to every part of the heathen world. Wo shall have
no excuse, if we do not share our gospel blessings.

Prove from feripture—T7hat Qod provides for
His creatures.

Shorter Ontechism—Ques. 86. What is faith in
Jesus Christ ? A. Faith in Jesus Christ is a saving
grace, whereby we reccive and rest upon him alone
for salvation, as he is offered to us in the gospel.

The Question on Missions—(Canabian Pros-
LEMS: February, Problems of the City and Country.)
—6. What does the country give to the city ?The
country existed before the city, and is still its feeder.
City dwellers must get their daily bread from the
soil. The country produces the strong young men
and women who become the workers in the industries
and professions of the city.

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praiso, Ps. Sel. 16
(Supplemental Lesson); 25; 233 26 (Ps. Sel.); 513
(from Prinary QUARTERLY); 436,

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. What punishment was sent upon Israel for its idolatry 2 ..ovviiniiiiiiiiiii tiiinnennnnns

A, In what way did the widow of Zarephath show her faith?2.......ioiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiian.en, .
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Lesson VII. *

The Home Study Quarterly
’S VICTORY OVER THE PROPHETS February 12, 1911

OF BAAL

BETWEEN THE LESSONS—Tho Lesson follows closely on that for last Sabbath.
GOLDEN TEXT-—Choose you this day whom ye will serve.—Joshua 24: 15,

Memorize vs. 38, 39.

THE LESSON PASSAGE—1 Kings 18: 25-39.

Study 1 Kings 18,

1,2, 17440. Read ch. 18.

25 And Eli jab said unto the prophets of Ba’al,
Choose you one bullock for yourselves, and dress #
first ; for ye are many ; and call on the name of
your ! gods, but put no fire under.

26 And they took the bullock which was given
them, and they dressed ¢, and called on the name of
Ba'’al from morning even until noon, saying, O Ba’al,
hear us. But there was no voice, nor any that an-
swered. And they leaped 2 upon the altar which was

made.

27 And it ceame to pass at noon, that Eli‘jah
mocked them, and said, Cry aloud : for he is a god ;
either he is ® talkiog, or heis ¢ pursuing, or heisin a
journey, or peradventure, he sleepeth, and must be
awaked. .

28 And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after
their manner with knives and ? lancets, till the blood
gushed out upon them. A

29 And it 8 came to pass, when midduy was past,
7 and they prophesied until the lime of tbe offering of
the evening 8sacrifice, that there was rneither voice,
nor any 1o _answer, nor any_that regarded.

30 And Eli’iah said unto all the people, Come near
unto me. And all the people came near unto him.
And he repaired the altar of the Lorp that was
?broken down. ..

31 And Eli'jah took twelve stones, according o the
number of the tribes of the sons of Ja’coy, unto whom
the word of the Lorp came, saying, Is’rael shall be
thy name :

32 And with the stones he built an altar in the
name of the Lorp : and he made a treuch about the
altar, as great as would contain two measures of seed.

33 And he put the wood in order and cut the byl
lock in picces, and laid 10 iém on the wood, and ! said,
Till four barrels with water, and pour it on the burat
2gacrifice, and on the wood.

34 And he said, Do it the second time. And they
did 12 the second time. And he snid, Do it the third
time. And they did it the third time.

35 And the water ran round about the altar ; and
he filled the trench also with water.

36 And it came to pass at the {ime of the offering
of the evening Wsacrifice, that Eljah the prophet
came near, and said, ¥ Loro God of A’braham,
15 I’saac, and of Is'rael, let it be known this day that
thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant,
and that I have done all these things at thy word.

37 Hear me, O Lorp, hear me, that this people
may know that 18 thou art the Lorp God, and that
thou hast turned their heart back again.

38 Then the fire of the Loro fell, and consumed
the burnt ¥ sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones,
ztmd the dust, and licked up the water that wasn the

rench,

39 And when all the people saw ¢, they fell on
their faces : and they said, The Lorp, he 1s 17 the
God ; the Lorb, he ts 17 the God.

Revised Version—! god ; 2 sbout the altar ; 3 musing ; ¢ gone asido ; $Jances ; 6was so, when ; 7 that

they ;
15 o?,: 18 thou, Lo:d, art God ; 17 Omi¢ the.

8oblation ; but there; ®thrown down ; 1%it; Zhe; 12offering ; 3 oblation ; ¥ O Lord, the God;

Daily Readings—(Courtesy, I.B.R-A.)—M.~Elijah’s victory over the prophets of Baal, 1 Kgs. 1S:

1-16. T.—Elijah's victory over the prophcts of Baal, 1 Kgs. 18 : 17-20. W.—Elijah’s victory over the
prophets of Baal, 1 Kgs. 18 : 30-40. Th.—Wuarning against idolatry, Deut. 4 : 14-26. F.—Answer by fire,
2 Chron. 6 : 12-21 ; 7 : 1-3. S.—Idols and the true God, Jer, 10; 1-11, S.—A call for decision, Josh. 24.

1, 2, 13-18. .
THE LESSON EXPLAINED

In the third year, eithere
of the drougbt or of Eli-’1
1ab's sojourn with tho
widow, at God's command,
Elijah again went to Ahab¥
to annotmce the termin<
ation of the drought. Va.:
1, 2.

vs. 3-24 record the pro- .
phot's meetng, first with
Obadiah and then with
Ahab, and the gathering

could have their bullock
ready sooner than he could
prepare his. Your gods;
Rev. Ver, *“god", that
is, Baal. Putno fireun.
der. Sce ou vs. 3-24. 0
Baal, hear us; and as
swer us by sending duwn
fire. Voice,cte. The wild
rhorua from  among the
rocks was met Ly a dad
silence in the heavens.
Leaped upon; danwd

of the people on the top

MOUNT CARMEL

w2ldly up and down.
27-29. Mocked them;

of Mount Carmel. -,
1. TeE PROPHETS OF
Baan.—256, 26. The

prophets of Baal ; that is, the priests in charge of
the DBaal worship. There were four hundred snd
fifty of them present, v. 19. Choose you one
bullocls . . dress (prepare it for sacrifice) 1t first.
Elijah gives his opponcnts every advantago, so 28 to
tako away every excuse for failure. Ye are many 3
a good reason fur their leading tho way : they

urging them on to still
greater exertions, to make their failure more marked.
Por he i3 2 god. So tho Baal priests helieved.
Why, then, did he not answer? Talking, ete.
The heathex} picture their gods as being like men,
even to thoir wants and weaknesses. Cut them-
selves ; to induce Baal to answer. It was o heathen
belief that the gods were pleased with tho shedding

«This Lesson has been selected o be treated as s apecial miegionary Lesson for tho Quarter




Elijah’s Victory over

ot human blood. Xancets ; lances e spears, such
as wore used by soldiers. Prophesied. So this
wild raving is doscribed ; but it was ug far different
as possible from the utterances of God's prophots.
Timo . . of the evening saorifice ; about 3 p.m.

I1I. TuE PROPHET OF JEHOVAH.—30-35.
Como near untc me ; leaving tho priests of Baal
to continue their wild cries and frantic leaping if
they will. Repaired the altar ; one that had been
a~ed for worshiping the Lord before idolatry was
istroduced into Israel. Twelve stones ; to remind
the people that the twelve tribes were still one people
in God's sight. In the name of the Lord ; calling
on the Lord in prayer, and go dedicating the altar
to His service. A trench ; or channel for holding
water. 'Two measures ; each containing about three
of our gallons. The ** trench " was as deep as one
of these measures, Wood in order, etc. Elijah
gave the people an example of reverence for God’s
law (sce Lev. 1 : 6-8). Four barrels vith water ;
thatis, jars, such as were carried on the head. Water
ran round .. flled the trench. This would do
away with any suspicion of fraud.

36-39. Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and of
Israel ; a title which would recall to the pconle
God's appearance to Moses at the burning bush
(Ex. 3 : 8), and so quicken their faith in His power
to answer Elijah by fire. God in Israel. The prophet
desired above all God's honor. Thy servant ; the
highest position Elijah desires for himself. The
fire of the Lord fell ; not lightning, for the sky
wag clear, but supcrnatural fire. Consumed ;
everything about the altar, even to the stones and
water. The Lord, heis the Ged. The * people
were completely won over from Baal to Jehovah,

V. 40 narrates the slaughter of the prophets of
Baal at the bidding of Elijah.

THE SEOGRAPHY LESSON

CarMEL, “ the gar-
den with fruit trees',
30 the name means, isa
mountain rising abrupt-
ly from the southern
end of the Bay of Acre
and extending to the
southwest about 13
miles. Itissurrounded
by plains on thres sides,
and may be seen}from
all parts of central Pal-
estine. It abounds in
caves, which, in ancient
times, were frequently
used as hiding-places.
From earliest times, also, it was a place of worship.

DameScus I
37 ria

—afaria

: Sheche
§/ Jerusale

L g0 le*

diferran

the Prophets of Baal 19

LESSON QUESTIONS

26-29 Who wore * the prophots of Baal ? ¢ How
many of them were present at Carmel ¢ Why did
Elijah wish them to offer their sacrifice first 7 What
renson did be give ? Describe the appeal of the
pricsts of Baal to their god. What effect did it
produce ? What was Paul's opinion as to idols ?
(1 Cor. 8: 4.) How did Elijah urge on the Baal
priests 2 Why did they cut themselves ?

80-36 What preparation did Elijah make for his
sacrifice ? How did he remind the people of the
unity of Israel and Judah ? What means did he take
to prevent any suspicion of fraud ?

36-39 By what title did Elijah addrcss God ?
Why would this quicken the faith of the people ?
How was Elijah's prayer answered ? Describe the
effect on the pecople. Where did Joshua appeal to
his people to follow the true God ? (Josh, 24 : 15.)

What was the fate of the priests of Baal ?

FOR DISOUSSION

1. Religions known by their fruits.
2. The victories of Christianity.

A LESSON FOR LITE

The soldiers of Pizarro, known in history as the
conqueror of Peru, were once about to desert him and
return to Spain. He stood before them, and drew
a line with his sword in the sand, saying : * On this
side are ease and plessure ; on the other, toil and
danger. But on this side are Panama and poverty
on the other, Peru and riches. For my part I go
south.” He stepped over the line, and ors by one
the goldiers followed. Jesus calls us to follow Him
to the conquest of the world. Who will not obey ?

Prove from Scripture—7That God's scrvice s
reasonable.

Shorter Catechism—Ques. 87. What is repent-
ance unto life ? A. Repentance unto life is a saving
grace, whereby a sinner, out of a true sense of his
sin, and apprehension of the mercy of God in Christ,
doth, with grief and hatred of his sin, turn from it
unto God, with full purpose of, and endeavor after,
new obedience.

The Question on Missions—7. Why do people
gather together in cities? One reason is their love
of social life.  Besides this, in former times, tha city
was 2 Dplace of protection against enemies. In
modern days it is necessary for many to live in cities
in order to be near factories and othber places of busi-
ness in which they are employed.

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise, Ps. Scl. 16
(Supplemental Lesson); 449 ; 440 ; 46 (Ps.Scl.), 240
(from PRIMARY QUARTERLY); 445.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

Show that the fire which consumed Elijah’s sacrifice was supernatural........... ..........
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Lesson VI1II.

‘The Home Study Quarterly
ELIJAH’S FLIGHT AND RETURN

February 19, 1911

BETWEEN THE LESSONS—Thore is no break botween to-day’s and last Sabbath's Lesson.
GOLDEN TEXT—They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength.—Isaiah 40: 31.

Memorize vs. 11-13. THE LESSON PASSAGE—1 Kings 19 1-16.

Study 1 Kings 18 :

41 to 19: 21.

1 And A’hab told Jez’ebel all that Eli’jah had
doune, and withal how he had slain all the prophots
with the sword,

2 Then Jez'ebel sent a messenger unto Eli‘jah,
saying, So let the gods do to me, and more also, if I
make not thy life as the life of one of them by to
morrow about this time.

.3 And when be saw that, he aroge, and went for
his life, and came to Beershe'ba, which belongeth to
Ju’dah, and left his servant_there. 3

4 But he himsed went a day’s journey into the
wilderness, and came and sat down under a juniper
tree : and he requested for himself that he might
die ; and said, It is enough ; now, O Lokp, take
away mav life ; for I am not better timn. my fathers.

§ And ! as be lay and slept under a juniper tree,
2 behold, then an angel tou him, and said unto
him, Arige and eat.

6 And he looked, and, behold, there was Sa cake
bakea on the coals, and a cruse of water 4 at his head.
And he did eat and drink, and laid him down again.

7 And the angel of the Lomp came again the
second time, and touched him, and said, Arisc and
eat; because the journey s too great for thee.

8 And he arose, and did cat and drink, and went
in the strength of that mecat fort; dags and forty
nights unto Hor’eb the mount ot God.

9 And be came thither unto a cave, and lodged
there ; and, behold, the word of the Lorp came to
%illil}, agu:i he said unto him, What, doest thou here,

)
10 And he said, I have been very jealous for the
Loep 3God of hosts: for the children of Israel

vised Version—! he,

Re
sfor the; 7thou shalt anoint.

have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine
altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword ; and
I, even I only, am left; and they seck my lfe, to
take it away.

11 And he seid, Go forth, and stand upon the
mount before the Lorp. And, behold, the Lonp
passed by, and a great apd-strong wind rent the
mountains, and brake in picces the rocks before the
Lorp ; but the Lorp was not in the wind : and after
the wind an earthquake ; but the LORD was not in the
earthquake :

12 And after the earthquake a fire ; but the Lonp
was not in the fire : and after the fire a still smal)
volce.

13 And it was so, when Eli’jah heard i, that he
vrapped his face in his mantle, and went out, and
?’t‘ood in the entering txg g}' the cgve.dA‘x{% behold,

ere came g voice unto him, and said, t
thou hore, Blfjah 7" ot doest

14 And he said, ave been very jealous for th
Lorp 8 God of hosts: ﬁbecauser}:‘.he childrel;x J?
Is’racl have forsuken thy covenant, thrown down
thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword ;
and I, even I only, am left ; and they seek my life,
to take it away.

15 And the Lorp said unto him, Go, return on thy
way to the wilderness of Damas’cus : and when thou
comest, ’anoint Haza’el to be king over Syriaq -

16 And Je’hu the son of Nim‘shi shalt thou anaint,
to be kuig over Is'rael : and Eli'sha the son of Sha'~
phat of A’belmeho’lah shalt thou anocint to be prophet,
n thy room.

k:.y down and ; 2and, behold, an ; 3at his head ; ¢Omit at his head ; § the ,

Dally Readings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—Elijah's flight and return, 1 Xgs. 18:41 %0 19: 8 T.—

Elijah's flight and return, 1 Xgs. 19 : 9-21.
despair, Ps. 55 : 1-11.
Help from God, Isa. 40 : 21-31.

THE LESSON

Ch. 18 : 41-46 tells of Elijak’s announcement of
rain to Ahab and the king's hurried return to Jezreel,
the prophet running before his chariot.

1. Tue PropHET’Ss FLigET.—1, 2. Ahsb
told Jesebel ; who had been rejoicing in the plenti-
ful rain, believing that the priests of Baal bad over-
come Elijah. Slain all thoe prophets ; tidings that
would change her joy Into fury against Elijah.
Then ; that very night. Sent a messenger ; not
stopping to think, in her blind rage, that the prophet
might teke warning and flec. So let the gods;
the heathen gods like Baal. Do tome ; slay me, as
the priests of Basl had beenslain. To-morrow.
She was 8o sure of Elijah’s being in her power that
she thought she could afford to wait.

3, 4. Hesaw .. arose.. went ; fled as we should
dce from fire. Por his life ; to save his life. It was
1o part of his duty to run ncedless risks. Beer-
sheba ; the southernmost city of Judah, 95 miles
from Jezreel, where Ahab and Jozebel dwelt, ch.
18: 46. Lett his cervant ; according to tradition,
the son of the widow of Zarophath, ch. 17 : 17-24.
A day’'s journey ; 25 or 30 miles. Wilderness ;
to tho south of Judah. A juniper tree ; literally,
* & certain broom bush ”, 2 bush ten or twelve feet
high, with pink blossoms. Reguested ..might

‘W.—Despondency of Moses, Num. 11 : 10-17.
F.—Paul's reference, Rom. 11: 1-6. S.—God passing by, Ex. 33 : 12-23. S.—

Th.—A voice of

EXPLAINED
die ; a request
showing how
utterly wor n-
out and dis-
couraged he
was. Not bet-
ter, ete.; but
just & poor,
weak man like
others, and not
fit for the great
task of reform-
ing tbe nation.

5-8. The
Lord's answer
to Elijah's
prayer was
threefold : (1)
sleop to restore
his cnergics af-
ter the terrible strain on Carmel; (2) food to strengtb-
cn him for further efiorts ; (3) sending him unto
Horeb the mount of God (sece Geography Lesson),
where his faith might be strengthened by thinking of
the great things God had done there for His people.

I1. THE PROPHET's V1S10N.—9, 10. A cave;

MOUNT SINAI OR HOREB
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perbaps Mosea' * olift of tho rock ", Ex. 33 : 22.
Lodged ; literally, ‘' passed the night'. The
word of the Lord came ; likely in a vision as Elijah
glopt. What doest thou here, Elljah ? God
bad given him rest ; now he should be back at his
work. Jealous. Ho could not bear that his people
should give to another God the honor that belonged
to Jehovah. I only, am left ; like a reproach be-
cause God had not taken better care of him.

11-14. The Lord passed by ; and wondrous
signs betokened His presence,—=a great and strong
wind rolling the huge granite rocks down the moun-
tain side ; the lofty peaks reeling with the earth-
quake ; the sky ablaze with lightning, fire from
God. But the Lord was not in these : they were
His servants, not Himself. A still small volce ;
literally, ** & sound of soft stillness ", teaching Elijah
and us that God rules, not by foree, but by love
(sce Ex. 34; 6; Isn. 42: 2,3). Wrappedhis face,
ete.; like Moses (Ex. 3 : 8) * afraid to look upon God”.
Mantle ; a sort of plaid or cloak. Elijah repeats
his answer in v. 10 ; the facts have not changed,
but he is willing now to leave these with God.

11I. Tae PropHETs CoMMIsSIONS.—15, 16.
Return .. to..Damasous ; the capital of Syria,
tbe kingdom to the northeast of Israel. Anoint;
set apart to office by the pouring of oil upon the head.
Hasael ; in place of Ben-hadad, then the king of
Syna. Jehu ; o general in Abab’s army, who, in the
dnys of Jehoram, Ahab's son, slew him and his
mother Jezebel, making himself king over Israel.

In vs. 17, 18 God tells Elijah that the men of vs.
15, 16, each in his own way, will help to complete his
work. Vs. 19-21 narrate the call of Elisba.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

The triangular penin-
sula between the Red
Sea and the Gulf of
Akaba has a vast tract
of desert as its centre.
Around the eouthern
cdges of it there is at
fringe of rugged granite
mountains rising to a
height of 8,000 or 9,000
feet. HoREB, which is
used interchangeably
with Sinai, is one of
these, and on it the Law
was given. It is now
usually identified with

Why did Elijah become discouraged ?

Jobol Musa, a ridge about two miles in length, rising
to a peak 7,000 feat high, at the southern end of the
peninsula.

LESBON QUESTIONS

1, 2 What message did Jozebel send to Elijah ?
By whnt oath did the queen confirm her threat ?
What king in the Now Testament made a wicked
oath ? (Matt. 14:7.)

8-8 To what city of Judah did Elijah flee 7 How
far was this from Jozreel 7 Whom did Elijah leave
here 7 Whither did he himself go ? What did he
ask God for? Why did he ask this ? Whydid
Moses once ask that God would slay him ? (Num.
11:15) How did the Lord ancwer Elijah's prayer ¢

9-14 To what mountain did Elijah come ? Ex-
plain the question which the Lord asked him. What
was Elijah's answer ? Explain * jealous . Where
are we told that the Lord’s covenant is more en-
during than the mountains ? (Isa. 54 : 10.) What
does the *still small voice " teach us ?

16, 16 What commissions were given to Elijah ?

In what work were Hazacl, Jehu and Elisha to'
help 7 Describe the call of Elisha.

FOR DISCUSSION

1. The gospel either saves or hardens.
2. The gentleness of God.

A LESSON FOR LIFE

In mid-Atlantic, one of a liner's two engines broke
down, so that the ship could only make half speed.
Immediately men were set at work to remedy the
trouble, and, after a couple of days, the log again
rocorded the usual rate of progress. When we get
discouraged, we lose more than half of our working
power. The best thing to do is to find out the cause
of the discouragement and get it out of the way.
The most foolish and wrong thing is to allow the
discouragement to beat us.

Prove from Soripture—That we should not be
afraid.

shorter Catechism—Review Questions 86, 87.

The Question on Missions—S8. How is it that
so many leaders in every occupation come from the
country? This is due largely to the quiet home lifc
of the country, and to the fact that, on the
farm, boys and girls are kept usefully busy. Thus
they form habits of industry and seli-rchiance, and
are saved from the perils of idleness.

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise, Ps. Sel. 16
(Suppmental Lesson); 272 ; 263 ; 96 (Ps. Sel.); 262
(froma PRiMARY QUARTERLY); 284. .

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS
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Lesson IX.

The Home Study Quarterly
ELIJAH MEETS AHAB IN NABOTH'S February 26, 191}

VINEYARD
BETWERN THE LESSONS—Ch, 20, telling of Ahab’s victories ovor the Syrians, will be taken up 1y

Yosson XII., March 19.

GOLDEN TEXT —Take heed, and beware of covetousness,—Luke 12: 1s.

Memorize vs. 17-19. $
21.

11 And the men of his city, even the elders and the
nobles who ! were the inhabitants in his city, did as
Jez'sbel had sent unto them, 2 and as it was wnitten
in the letters which she had sent unto them.

12 They proclaimed a fast, and set Na’both on high
among the people. A . -

13 And 2 there came in two men, children of Be'lial,
and sat before him : and the men of Be'hal ¢ wit-
nessea against him, even against Na'both, in the pres-
caoc of the people, snoying, Na'both did *blaspheme
God and the king. Then thev carried him forth out
of the city, and stoned him with stones, that he died.

14 Then they sent to Jez'ebel, saying, Na'both is
stoned, and is dead.

16 And it came to pass. when Jez’ebel heard that
Na’both was stoned, and was dead, that Jez'ebel said
to A’hab, Arise, take pogsession of the vineyard of
Na’both the Jez'reelite, which he refused to give thee
for money : for Na‘both is not alive, but dead.

THE LESSON PASSAGE—1 Kings 21: 11-20. Study 1 Kings, ch.
Read 1 Kings, ch. 20.

16 And it came to pass, when A’hab heard that
Na'both was dead, that A’hab rose up to go down
to tho vineyard of Na’both the Jez'reelits, to take
possession of it. )

17 And the word of the Lorp came to Eli‘jah the
Tish'bite, auymg. .

18 Arige, go down to meet A’hab }:mg of Is'ragl,
which 673 in Samar’ia : behold, ke 13 in the vineyard
of Na'both, whither he is gone down to 7 pogsess it.

19 And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus
saith the Lorp, Hast thou killed, and also taken
;{:‘ossessmn ? . And thoushalt s‘scak unto m, saying

hus saith the Lorp, In the place where dogs licked
the blood of Na’both shall dogs lick thy blood, even

thine.

20 And A’hab said to Eli'jab, Hast thou found me,
O mine enemy ? And he apswered, I haye foun
thee ; because thou hnst sold thyself to 8 work ovil
in the sight of the Lonp,

Revised Versfon—! dwelt in ; 2according as ; 2 the two men, sons of Belial, came in and sat ; ¢bare

witness ; 5curse ; 8dwelleth in; !

take possession of it ; 8do that which is evil.

Dally Readings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—Elijah meets Ahab in Naboth's vineyard, 1 Xgs. 21 : 1-19,

T.-~Riches without happiness, Eccl. 2 : 1-11.

Prov. 1: 7-19, F.—Greed and trouble, Prov. 15 : 16-27.

oovetousness, Luke 12 : 13-21.
THE LESSON
Ahab had a
second capital,

Jezreel, about

twenty miles

from Samaria.

Adjoining his

palace was a

vineyard be-

louging to Na-
both, a citizen
of Jezreel,
which Abab
wished to pur-
chase. Naboth,
however, re-
fused to sell
his property,
and Ahab’s dis~
appointment
- was s0 great
SEALS that he took to
his couch, re-
fusing to eat or drink. Jezebel came to his assist~
ance, and sent an order under the king’s seal to the
chief men of Jezrecel, commanding them to have
Naboth put to death on a trumped-up charge of
baving spoken evil against God and the Xing. Vs.
1-10.

I. A GreaT CrivE.—11, 12. Men of bis city;
Jezreel, where Naboth lived. Eldurs and the
nobles ; tho *‘ judges "' or magistrates whom Deut.
16 : 18 required to bo appointed in every city of
Israel. Did ag Jetebel had sent ; afraid to anger
the wicked qucen by refusing to carry out her wicked
command, As I¢ was written., See vs. 9, 10.

W.—Little with quietness, Eccl. 4 : 1-8.

Th.—Evil ways,
S.—Snare of riches, 1 Tim. 6 : 1-12. 8.—in of

EXPLAINED
In the letters ; written by Jezebel in the king's
name (v. 8) and sealed by baving a piece of clay
attached to the document stamped with Abab's royal
signet ring. Proclaimed a fast; a day of absti-
nence from food, a token of repentance, as if some one
had committed a sin which had brought God's dis-
pleasure on the city. The purpose of the fast was
at once to excite prejudice against Naboth as one
who had brought disgrace on the city, and to cover
up the injustice of the proceedings with an air of
piety and religion,—a piece of rank hypocrisy.
Se$ Naboth on high ; brought him before the court
or asserably where he might be tried and cordemped.
13, 14. Two men ; as witnesses, the number re-
quired by the law, Deut. 17 : 6 ; 19 : 15 ; Matt. 26:
60. Sons of Bellal (Rev. Ver.); worthless fellows,
with no character to lose and easily bribed for any
evil purpose. Blaspheme ; Rev. Ver.,, * curse”.
Perbaps the word here means to disown God and the
king. This offence was punishable with death by
stoning, Lev. 24 : 16. Out of the city. Stonng
always took place outside the city (see Acts 7 : 38).
Sent to Jezebel ; in hot haste, to tell her how
promptly and completely they had done her will.
Doubtless these cowardly rulers obeyed the queen
out of fear for their own lives. Naboth is stoned. .
dead ; and likely his sons with him, so that there
would be no heir to his property (see 2 Kgs. 9 : 26).
II. AN ApPARENT SUCCESS.—15, 16. Jete
bel said to Ahab ; triumphant at the success of her
plan, and cruelly indifferent to the fate of her victims.
Ariso, take possession ; since every obstacle had
now been swept away. Ahab heard .. Naboth..
dead. The king ncither asked nor cared how this
had been brought about : he was concerned only with
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tho gratification of his own wish. Rose up ; .prang
up from his couch (sce v. 4) with joyful alacrity.
To go down ; from Samaria, which stands over
1,000 feot higher than Jozreel. To talke possession;
of the vinoyard so bassly won by lying and cruelty
and murder.

111. A TerrisLe DooM.—17-20. The word
of the Lord ; who had been looking down on the
roval murderers all the while, and was now to reckon
with them. Eljah the Tishbite ; the stern, out-
gpoken prophet, not afraid to face the king. Go
down to meet Ahab., Ahab had got his vineyard,
but be was to get Elijah along with it, which was
more than he had bargained for. In the vineyard ;
meeting the king at the very gate. Hast thou
iilled. Ahab was a murderer as really us if ho had
actunlly taken part in stoning Naboth to death.
Taken possession ; in unscemly haste to profit by
the killing of Naboth. On the rest of v. 19, see ch.
22 :37, 38. Hast thou found me, O mine enemy ?
His enemy beeause the verysight of theprophet makes
the king sure that his sin will be punished. I have
found thee ; to tell you of your sin and its doom.
Sold thyselt ; for this vineyard,—a bargain as
foolish as it was wicked.

Va. 21-29 tell of the doom pronounced on Abab
and his family, and the postponement of that doom
on account of Ahab’s repentance. It would come,
bowever, in the days of hls son.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

Sodon(e NaBorr's VINEYARD

Zarepibalh DamaSeus | wag near the palace of
Spyrefe Syrca | AhabinJezreel. Likely
9 it lay on a hillside

which, in the summer,

< Mt ~ would be green with
uCa Shune, & vines. Inmodern times
H ered :7’ the vineyards of Pales-
b 4 ~ tine are not fenced off.
¥ (Saderia & In some places round
3 Sfechentne towers are erected in
RS Foresdle which watchmen are
PN stationed to guard the

u&e vines from foxes, jack-

5 als, etc.; but more com-

E monly o shelter of
boughs and leaves is built in a prominent place,
from which the watchmen can overlook the vineyard.
To frighten away animals, a single cylindrical stone

is set up, or soveral stones are placed ono above an-
other, forming a pillar 3 to 4 foet high.

LESSON QUESTIONS

Whose vineyard did Ahab wish to purchase ?
How did ho show his disappointment at Naboth's
refusal to sell the vinoyard ? What plan did Jezebel
contrive to gain possession of it ?

11-14 Who woro tho ** elders and nobles’ 2 Why
did they ecarry out the command of Jezebel 2 For
what purpose was a fast proclaimed in the city ?
What is meant by Naboth's being set ** on high " ?
‘What plot did a company of Jows form against the
life of Paul? (Acts 23 : 12-15.) What charge was
laid against Naboth ? By whose testimony was it
supported ? How was Naboth put to death ? De-
scribe the death of Stephen. (Acts 7 : 64-60.)

16, 16 What news did Jezebel bring to Ahab ?
‘What did he immodiately do ? By what crime was
Naboth’s vineyard purchased ?

17-20 Whom did the Lord send to Ahab ? What
crime did Elijah bring home to the king ? Where.
is it said that one's sin will find him out ? (Num.
32: 23.)

POR DISCUSSION

1. What covetousness leads to.
2. Sin and its punishment.

A LESSON FOR LIFPE

Achan, in the early days of Israel, sold himeelf for
a useloss Babylonish garment and a little gold and
silver ; Ahab sold himself for his neighbor’s vineyard,
which brought him nothing but misery ; Judas sold
himself for thirty pieces of silver which he could only
fling down on the temple floor. It is always a bad
bargain, when one yields himself to the power of
evil, and only shame and loss can be the outcome.

Prove from Boripture—That our hearts need
guarding.

Shorter Catechism—Review Questions 82-87.

The Question on M'sslons—9. What should be
the strongest influence in the life of both city and
country ? That of the Christian church, because
through the charch’s work hearts are changed, and
thereforo life in the home and in business is made
better.

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise, Ps. Sel. 16
(Supplemental Lesson); 252 ; 262 ; 100 (Ps. Sel.);
288 (from PRIMARY QUARTERLY); 251.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. How did Jezehel gain possession of Naboth’s vinevard ?
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ELIJAH GOES UP BY A WHIRLWIND

March 5, 1911

INTO HEAVEN
BETWEEN THE LEBSONS—Tho last chapter of 1 Kings (ch. 22), narrates the closing ovents of

Ahab's roign, his death and tho succession of his son Ahaziah,

2 Kgu., ch. 1 tells the story of Ahaziah's sick.

ness and doath, and the ascension of Jehoram to the throne.
GOLDER TEXT—Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him.—Genesis 5: 24.

Memorize vs. 11, 12.

THE LESSON PASSAGE—2 Kings 2: 1-11.

Study 2 Kings 2.

1-18. Read 2 Kings, chs. 1, 2.

1_And it came to pass, when the Lorp would take
up Eli’jah 1nto heaven ! by a whirlwi- 4, that Eli‘jah
went with Eli‘sha from Gil'gal.

2 And Eli‘jab said unto Eli'sha, Tarry here. I
pmé» thee ; for the Lorp hath sent me 2 to Beth’el,
And Eli‘sha sid 3 unto him, As the Lono liveth, and
as thy soul liveth, I wiil not leave thee. So they
went down to Beth’-el.

3 And the sons of the prophets that were at Beth'-cl
came forth to Eli'sha, aund said unto him, Kuvowest
thou that the Lorp will take awny thy master from
thy head today ?  And hesaid, Yea, I know it ; hold
ye your peace.

4 And Eli’jah said unto him, Eli‘sha, tarry here,
1 pray thee ; for the Loro hath sent me to Jer'icho.
And he said, As the Lorp liveth, and as thy soul
liveth, I will not leave thoe. So they came to
Jer’icho.

5 And the sons of the prophets that were at Jer'icho
came ¢ to Eli‘sha, and said unto him, Knowest thou
that the Lorp will take away thy master from thy
head to day ? And he answered, Yea, I know it;
hold ye your peace.

6 And Eli’jah said unto him, $ Ta.rrg, I pra

here ; for the Lorp hath sent me to or’tr y tk?,%
he said, As the Lorbp liveth, and as thy soul liveth
I wiil not leave thee. And they two went on.

7 And fifty men of the sons of the prophets weat,
3:15 std ¢ to view afar off : and they two stood by

or'dan.

8 And Eli’jah took his mantle, and wrapped 3
together, and smote the waters, and the‘;'pwc:‘vf
divided hither and thither, so that they two went
over on dry ground.

9 And it came to pass, when they were gone over,
that Eli’jah gaid unto Eli‘sha, Ask what X shal) do for
thee, before I be taken 7 away from thee. And El'sha
s%d. 1 pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be
upon me.

10 And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing:
nevertheless, if thou see me when I am taken from
tbhco. it gshall bo so unto thee ; but if not, it shall not

e s0.

11 And it came to pass, as they still went on, an
talkod, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of ﬁrcd.
and horses of fire, 3and parted them both asunder ;
and Eli‘jah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.

Revised Version—! by a whirlwind into heaven ; 2as far as; 30mit unto him: ¢ to; ¢ .
here, I pray thee; ®over against thom afar ; 7Omit away ; 8 which parted. ™ near fo Tarry
Daily Readings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—Elijah goes up into heaven, 2 Kgs. 2 : 1-8. T.—Eljah
goos up into heaven, 2 Kgs. 2 : 9-18. W.—Enoch translated, Heb. 11 : 1-8. Th.—Moses taken home, Deut.

34 :1-12, F.—Christ's ascension, Acts 1 :1-12.

4: 1-8.

&.—Tho cternal bome, 2 Cor. 5 : 1-12.

8.—Roeady ! 2 Tim.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

1. Evrsau’s Lasr
Visrrs.~—1. It came to
pass ; perhaps ten years
after the call of Elisha,
1 Kgs. 19: 19-21. The
Lord would take up;
not when Elijab would go,
but when God would take
him. God's sorvants arc
in His kcoping, and He
knows the right timo to
remove them from their
work on earth In%o hea-
ven. By 3 whirlwind ;
literally, *‘in a storm ™.
With Elisha ; who had
been Elijab’s attendant (1

sion denoting intense carn-
cstness. Iwillnot leave
thee. Elisha was infiu-
enced by deep attachment
to Elijab and 2 natural
curiosity to seo whatwauld
bappen to him  Sons of
the prophets ; mrmbers
of ouc of tho companies of
prophots who lived to-
gether in various centres of
Israel. Enowest thou,
etc.? The removal of Eli-
jah that very day had been
rovealed to these propbets
From thy head; from
being thy teacher and mas-

Kgs. 19:21; ¢cb.3: 11),
but also his pupil and
friecnd. From Giigal ; not the Gilgal near Jericho
(Josb. 4 : 19), but a Gilgal amonsgst the centyal hills
of Palestine, seven miles north of Bethel. Elijah
and Elisha had been staying here ; some think it was
Elijah’s permaneat home.

g, S, Tarry hers. For somo unknown rcason
Elijah had wished to depart from Gilgal alono.
The Lord hath sent me. Elijah's last journcy was
~loarly marked out for him. To Beth-el; twelve
miles northwest of Jerusalem. (Seo 1 Kgs. 12:
ag, 29,) TLord liveth..soul liveth; an expres-

FORDS OF JORDAN

REAR JERICHO ter. I ¥mow it. Elisha
bad recoived the same re-

velation. Hold ye your psace. It was ton sacred
::;:bicct, and Elisha's sorrow was too deep, foridle
4-6. Again, at Bethel, Elijah urges Elisha to sllow
him o procced alono, and sgain Elisha insists on
accompanying bim. To Jericho ; fourteen mils
southcast from Bethel, (See Geography Leason)
The prophets at Jericho repeat to Elisha the s»-
nouncement of Elijah’s imperdicg romoval, and be
again replics as inv.3.  For a third time, at Jericko,
Elijah tried to persuade Elisha to remsin behiad, 22
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for a third time Elisha refused, 2nd they two went
on ** to Jordan .

I1. ELisam’s LasT MmacLE~—T7, 8. Fifty..
prophets . . 8tood ; probably on the beights behind
Joricho. To view afar off ; so that thoy were after-
wards trustworthy witnesses of the events about to
take place. Elijah took his mantle ; the cape of
sheepskin which covered his shoulders, the sign of
his prophetic office. Wrapped it together ; so
that it had the appearance of a rod, like that of
Moscs, Ex. 14 : 16, 21. Smote the waters ; strong-
ly, as one smites an enemy (compare Ex. 7: 20;
$.17 ; Num. 20 : 11). Divided ; as by Joshua near
or at this very spot (Josh. 3 : 13) five and a balf
centuries before. The use of the prophetic mantle
showed that the power was God's.

1II. Erisag TAReEN 70 HEAVEN.—S-11.
Ask what I shall do for thee ; to show my affec-
tion and gratitude ; to strengthen you for the work ;
to muke you helpful to the people I love. A double
portion of thy spirit ; not twice Elijah’s power
and courage, but the cldest son's portion (Deut.
21 . 7), which was double that of the younger sons.
What Elisha asked for was that he might be fitted
to succeed Elijah as the head of Israel's prophets.
A hard thing. Elijah could not leave his spirit
to Elisha ns one leaves proporty to another : he could
only ask God to give it to him. If thou see me, cte.
This would be the sign that God had answered the
prophet's prayer. A ohsariot of fire, and horses
of ire. Compare ch. 6 : 17,

Va. 12-18 tell of Elisha's lament at Elijah's de-
parture, his dividing the Jordan in the same way
as Elijah, and the vain scarch for ERjah.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

(( S = JERICBO Wwas a city
in the valley of the Jor-
Su red dan about five miles
s west of the river and six
north of the Dead Ses.
It lay 900 feet below
the level of the Medi~
terranean, in a2 region
noted in ancient times
for its beauty and fer
tility. Aqueducts, the
ruing of which may
still be scen, carried
abundant supplies of
water from the moun-
tains and distributed it
aver the plain.  Jericho was calied “The City of Palm
Trees ”, from the many palins in its neighborhood.

Sea

cditer randan

Gdg.ol

Teriche
Sefie

Tevusdlen

400

>
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LESSBON QUESTIONS

1 Whither was the Lord about to take Elijuh ?
In what manner ? Who had been Elijah’s attend-
ant? Where had the two been staying? What
Gilgal is meant in v. 1?2 How is the departuro of
Euoch from the world described ? (Gen. 5: 24.)
Where did Moses die, and by whom was he buried ?
(Dout. 34 : 5, 6.)

2-6 What did Elijah urge upon Elisha at Gilgal ?
Whither had the Lord sent him ? What was Elisha's
answer ? What did the prophets at Bethel tell
Elisha ? How did they know this? What was
Elisha's answer ? Which disciple declared his
readiness to follow Jesus cven to death ? (John
13 : 37.) What was the next stage in the journey of
Elijah and Elisha? Whither did they go from Jericho?

7, 8 Who watched them ? What happened at the
Jordan ? How was it shown that it was God's power
that divided the water ?

9-11 What did Elijah ask Elisha? What was
Elisha's request ? Explain its meaning. Explain
also Elijah's answer. Desenbe Elijah's departure. .

Toll the events which immediately followed.

POR. DISCUSSION
1. God's guidance.
2. Power for service.

A LESSON FOR LIFE

Amongst the Jows, Elijah’s return to deliver and
restore  his nation Israel is constantly looked
for. At the circumcision feast of ecvery Jewish
child, a chair is set, called ** the throne of Elijah .
At tho Passover feast the door is left open for his
entrance. Doubtful questions arc left for his de-
cision. Therc is One greater than Elijah who is
present, though unsecen, at all our feests and in all
our work, and of whom we can ask guidance in every
perplexity. Jesus is our nearest and best Fricnd.

Prove from Scripture—That God's servants skall
be with Him.

The Question on Missions—(Canapian Prosb-
rLems, March, The Problem of Immigration—Euro-
pean and American.)—10. What are the main causcs
of tho large immigration into Western Canada? The
desire for land, and, in many cases, the difficulty of
winning 3 livelibood in older and more crowded
countries. Canada’s Western plains are the last
unoccupicd farming lands in North America.

Shorter Catechism-—Review Questions 1-11.

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise, Ps. Sel. 16
(Supplemental Lesson); 351 ; 340; 37 (Ps. Sel),
593 (from PriManry QUARTERLY); 344.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS
1. What places did Elijah visit on his last journcy ?....... Cees tees srsascereeties cesessnnes
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Lessou XI.

ELISHA THE PROPHET RESTORES A CHILD

March 12, 191)

TO LIFE

BETWEEN THE LESSONS—Ch. 3 narrates the story of u campaigu ageinst Moub by Jehotam, king
of Isrnel and Jeboshaphat, king of Judah, in which the allied armies wero saved by following the directions

of Elisha.

In ch. 4 : 1-7 woe are told of the increase of the widow's oil.

GOLDEN TEXT—The gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.—Romans 6: 23.

Memorize vs. 32-35.
37.

25 So she went and came unto the man of God to
mount Carmel. And it came to pass, when the man
of God saw her afar off, that he saud to Geha’zi his
servant, Behold, yonder is ! that Shunam’mite :

26 3 Run now, L pray thee, to meet her, and say
unto ber, Is ¢ well with thee ? is it well with thy
husband ? {2 ¢ well with the child ? And she an
swered, It iz well.

.27 And when she came to the man of God to the
hil), she caught 3 him by the feet : but Geba'zt came
near to thrust her away. ¢ And the man of God
said, Lot her alone ; for her soul 1s vexed within her :
and the Lord hath hid ¢ froms me, and hath not told

me.
.28 Then she said, Did 1 desiro 2 son of my lord ?
did T not say, Do not deceivo me ? .

29 Then he said to Geha’zi, Gird up thy loins, and
take my staff in thine band, and go thy way : if thou
meet any man, salute him not; and if anv salute
thee, answer him not again : and lay my staff upon
the face of the child. . .

30 And the mother of the child said, As the Lorp
liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee.
And he srose, and followed her.

Revised Version-—!the Sbunammite; 2run, [ pray thee now to meet; *hold of his feet.

«but; Sretumed to; ¢bhim; and; 7once; Sshe.

THE LESSON PASSAGE—2 Kings 4: 25-37. Study 2 Kings 4: 8.
Read Luke 7: 11-17.

31 And Geha'zi passed on before them, and lkid
the staff upon the face of the child ; but there waz
neither voice, nor hearing. Wherefore he ® went again
to nie%t, him, and told him, saying, The child is pot
awaked. N

32 And when Eli'sha was come into the house,
behold, the child was dead, and laid upon his bed.

33 He went in therefore, und shut the door upon
them twain, and prayed unto the Lorp,

34 And he went up, and lay upon the child, and
put his mouth upon his mouth, and his eyes upon hig
eyes, and his hands upon his hands : and he stretched
himself upon 8the child ; and the flesh of the child
waxed warm.

35 Then he returned, and walked in the bouse 7to
and fro ; and went up, and stretched himself upou
him : and the child sncezed goven times, and the
child opened his eyes. . .

36 And be called Geha'zi, and said, Call this Shu.
nasm'mite. So he called her. And when she was
come in unto him, he szid, Take up thy son.

37 Then she went in, and fell at his foet, and bowed
hemflf t:a the ground, and 8 took up her son, and
went out.

And

Dally Readlngs—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—Elisha restores u child to life, 2 Kgs. 4 : 8-24. T.—Ek-

sha restores a child to life, 2 Kgs. 4 : 25-37.
widow's gon restored, Luke 7 : 11-17.
11 : 14-28. S.~Etcranl life. 1 Jobn 5 : 5-13.

W. =The Shunammite’s land restored, 2 Kgs. §: 1-6. Th.—3
F.—A girl raised to life, Luke & : 41-56. S.—Faith and life, Johy

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

In his jour
neys Elisha fre-
quently visited
Shunem. Here
be was cnter-
tained by s
wealthy lady,
who at last
) persuaded  her

g husbaad to
buld a guest
chamber for
the prophet’s
ase. As a re-
ward for her
hospitality,
Elijah  prom-
ired her o son
should be born
to her the fol-
lowing year. In
due time the
child grew up, but rectived a aunstroke in the hare
vest ficld and died the same doy. In her distress
tho mother sceks out the prophot. Vs, 8-24.

I. A ToucnxG APPEAL.—25, 26. So she
went ; riding on an ass driven by a servant on foot,
as is the oustom in tho Eaat. (Sec ve. 22, 24.) Alan
0f God ; a common Old Testament title for a prophet.

AN EASTERR HOUSE SHOWING
GUEST CHAMBER

Mount Carmel. See Geograpby Lesson. Here
Elisha was living, probably near the place of Elijah's
sacrifice. 8aw her afar off ; from a hilltop looking
down into the valley. Behold..that Saunam.
mite ; his bostess and friend,~now, the prophet
swiftly suspected, in some trouble. Run now..to
meet her. His cager sympathy could not wait
for her approach. Is it well with thee..hus
band ..child ? The prophet’s sympathy takes in
the whole cirele of the woman's interest. 1t is well,
The Hebrotw is 2 single word, ** Peace ™,—a reply m-
tended to put Gehazi off. The woman's errund way
not to him, but to his master.

27, 28. The hill ; thatis, Mouat Carmel. Gaught
him by the feet ; an Eastern custom, still prac
tiscd, 0 add foree to supplication. To thrust her
aAwWay ; as if she were taking too great a liberty. Let
her alone. Elishz piticd the woman’s sorrow, and
would not interfere with the expresaion of it.  Soul
is vexed ; literally, “bitter™ with grief. The
Lord hath hid it ; a frank confession of ignrraace.
In thia crsc the prophet was to learn the cause of the
woman's distress, not by a revelation from heaven,
but from her own lips. Did I desire 8 son..?
She had not asked tbis favor ; tho prophet had offered
it to her.  Did Inot say, otc.; but this is worse than
deceit, to give a son and then take him away.  (Com-
pare v. 16.)

II. A FrorrLEss EXPERIMENT.—29-31. He
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said to Gehazl. The mother could not bring horsolf
10 say plainly, * My son is doad *, but Elisha under-
gtood hor moaning. Gird up thy lolns ; bind the
looso, flowing Fastorn garmonts about the waist
with a girdle, in readinoss for a journey. Take
my ataft ; the symbol of his authority as a prophot.
galute him not . . answer him not ; do not spend
time in the formal, tedious gnlutations customary in
the Ecst.  Lay my stafl, otc.; in the hope that this
would bring back life, as Elijah's mantle in Elisha's
own hands had divided the Jordan, ch. 2: 14. The
mother . . sald, ete.; declared, with a solemn oath,
that she would not be satisfied till the prophet should
ocome to her child. V. 31 tells of Gehazi's failure.

I1I. A WoNDERFUL MIRACLE.—32-37. Child
..dead . .upon his bed ; the prophet’s bed, v. 21.
Went in ; to the bouse. Them twain ; the pro-
phet and the mother. Prayed unto the Lord ; join-
ing lus prayers with those of the mother. Only the
Lord. be know, could give the needed help. Went
up ; to the chamber where the dead child lay. Vs.
34, 35 describe the process, slow and full of effort,
by which life was restored to the child. Call this
shunammite ; to hear glad tidings. Take up
thy son. Compare 1 Kgs. 17 : 23; Luke 7 : 15.
Fell at his fest ; full of gratitude tor the wonderful
blessing. ‘Took up her son ; doubly hers now, since
he had been given back to her from the dead.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

From Mount Carmel
the famous plain of Ee-
draclon or Jezreel runs
right through the coun-
try to the Jordan.
Abcut 15 miles along
the valley from Carmel
lay the village of SHTN-

Damaicus
Syrigq

eM. It wassituated on

Safgrie a slope facing the city
heche of Jezrcel from the
north. Tho modern

JMediterrancan

]
Jercsatenm o
o

€
Slal

¥V

Shunem is described as
‘*“ a small and dirty vil-
lage. The houses con-
sist of holes in the
ground or low construotions of mud.” If Elisha
should come to Shunem to-day, he could not be en-
tertained as he was entertained by the wealthy lady
who had a guest chamber built for him. There is
oot in Shunem a place fit to be called a house, and
s room large enough to contain a bed and a table
and a stool is quite out of the question.

27

LESSON QUESTIONS

What village did Elisha frequently visit? By
whom was he ontertained hore ? What happened
to tho woman's son ? To whom did the mother go
in hor distress ?

26, 26 Describe the Shunammite’s journey to
Mount Carmol. What title is bero given to Elisha ?
What did he do whoen he saw the woman coming ?
What question did Gehazi ask 7 What roply did
he receive ¢ Explain the meaning of this answer ?
Who came to Jesus telling Him of a daughter’s death?
(Mark 5 : 22, 23.)

27, 28 How did the woman add force to her ap-
peal ? What would Gehazi have done? How was
ho preveated 2 With whom did the disciples find
fault when thoy came to Jesus ? (Mark 10: 13.)
What confession did Elisha make ? How did the
woman convey to him the news of her child's death ?

29-31 What experiment was tried ? What was
the result ?

32-37 Describe the restoration to life of the Shu-
nammito's son.  Where did Jesus restore to life
the dead son of a widow ?

FOR DISCUSSION
1. Prayer and power.
2. Persor:nl influence.

A LESSON FOR LIFE

A Glasgow lad was led to bocome a Christian by
Professor Henry Drummond's once laying his hand
on his shoulder, looking into his face with his won-
derful smile and speaking a friendly word. There is
no greater power than that of kindness, and it is a
power within the reach of everyone. Itis wonderfut
how many opportunities of doing good turn up when
we aro keen on finding them. The bappiest days of
our lives are those in which we bave done the most to
make those around us happy.

Prove from Soripture—7hat we shall live again.

Shorter Catach sm—Review Questions 12-20.

Ths Qu:stion on M ss-ons—11. Of what nation-
alities chiefly are the immigrants? By far the larger
number are from Britain and the United States; but
there are also French and Italian, German and Rus-
sian, Austrian, Scandinavian and Galician or Ruth
eman. Itis expected that the number of immigrants
for the year ending 31st March, 1911, will be about
300,000. )

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise. Ps, Sel. 16
(=upplomental Lesson); 320 ; 138, 76 (Ps. Sel.); 322
(from PRIMARY QUARTERLY): 142,

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. With what request did the Shunammito come to Elisha ?..... etere e

2. What did be bid Gebazi do?.... .....

3. How wag tho ohild at Inst restored to lifo ?
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Lesson XII,
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DEFEAT THROUGH DRUNKENNESS

March 19, 1911

—Temperance Lesson
LESSON SETTING—In tho reign of Ahab, the king of Syrin, Bon-hadad besieged Samaria, the capital

of Isrnel.
also bis wives and children.
which Ahab mot with a spirited defiance.

boast that he had soldiers enough to shatter Samaria into dust and earry it away in handfuls.

The invader proposed as terms of surronder, that Ahab should give to him his eilver and gold, and
To this demand Ahab agreed, but Ben-badad made a socond and greater demand
I response Ben-hadad sent his ambagssadors, with the threatening

Ahab replied

in the proverb, *“ Let not him that girdoth on his harness (Rev. Ver., * armor ") boast himself s he that

putteth it off.”

GOLDEN TEXT—It it not for kings to drink wine; nor for princes strong drink.—Proverbs 31: 4,

Memorize v. 13.

12 And it came to pass, when Ben-ha'dad heard this
message, as he was drinking, he and the kings in the
pavilions, that he said unto his servants, Set yours
selves in array. And they set themsclves in array
against the city.

.13 And, behold, ! there came a prophet unto A’hab
king of Is'rael, 2saying, Thus saith the Lonn, Hast
thou seen_ all this great multitude ? behold, I will
deliver it into thine hand this day ; and thou shalt
know that I am the Lonb. .

14 And A'hab said, By whom ? And he said,
Thus gaith the Lorn, 2 Even by the young men of the
princes of the provinces. Then be said, Who shall
¢ order the battle 7 And he answered, Thou.

15 Then he ® numbered the young men of the
princes of the provinces, and they were two hundred
and thirty two : and after them he ® numbered all the
people, even all the children of Is'rael, being seven

thousand.
16 And they went out 2t noon. But Ben-ha’dad

THE LESSON PASSAGE—1 Kings 20: 12-21.

Read ch. 20.

was drinking bhimself drunk in the pavilions, he and
the kings, the thirty and two kings that belped him,

.17 And the young men of the princes of the pro.
vinces went out firgt ; and Ben-ha’dad sent out, and
thoy told him, saying, There are men come out ¢of
Samnar’ia.

18 And he said, Whether they be come out for

oace, take thom alive ; or whether they be come out
or war, take them alive.

.19 So these 7 young men of the princes of the pro-
vinces 8 came out of the city, and the army which
followed them.

20 And they slew every one his man : and the
Syrians fled ; and Is'rael pursued them : and Ben-
ha’dad vhe king of Syr’ia escaped on an horse with
#the horsemen. .

21 And the king of Is’rael weat out, and smote the
horses and chariots, and slew the Syr’ians with g
great slaughter.

Revised Verslon—:a prophet came near ; 2and said ; 3Omit Even ; ¢bogin the ; ® mustored ; &{rom
Samaria ; 7 went out of the city, the young : 5 Omit five words ; ?Omit tho.

Daily Readings —(Courtesy, I.B.R.A )—M.—A proud boast, 1 Kgs. 20 : 1-11. T.—Defeat through

drunkenness, 1 Kgs. 20 : 12-2].

wisely, Eph. 5 : 6-21.

W.—Feasting and folly, Dan. 5: 1-9, 25-31.
Nahum 1 :1-10. F.—Christ’s warning, Matt. 24 : 42-51.

Th.-—God's anger with sin,
S.—Casting off cvil, Rom. 13 * 7-14. 8.—Walking

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

I. ATTaACK PLANNED.—12. Ben-hadad heard
this message ; which Ahab had sent through the
Syrian  king's ambassadors (sce Lesson Setting).
He was drinking ; st a banquet, in confident ex-
pectation of the surrender of Samaria. And the
kings ; thirty-two of them (v, 1), vassals of Ben-
hadad, who commanded, under him, the divisions
of his army. Pavilfons. These were booths or
buts built of the branches of trees liko those used
at the Feast of Tabernacles (Lev. 23 . 42), which,
an military expeditions, were built to shelter the
king and his chief officers. The same practice is
followed now in the Turkish army. Set ; s military
term, signifying ecither the formation of storming
parties or the erection of battening engmes. Against
the city ; to destroy it.

II. Vicrory PRoMISED.—13. A prophetd ;
a messenger from God. Unto Ahab ; who, in this
dark bour, would welcome help and guidanco even
from onc of those whom he had permitted Jezebel
to persccute {sce ch. 18: 4). Thus saith the
Lord. The prophet had divine authority for bis
words. This great multitude ; of Ben-hadad’s
army (see Losson Setting) of more than 130,000 men
(compare vs. 25, 20, 30). Y will deliver 1t. Even
80 great 8 host is helpless heforo Jehovah. Into
thine hand ; into thy power. Enow that I am
the Lord ; and not the false gods whose worship
Abab brought into Isracl.

14. By whom 7 Whom will the Lord use to do

this? The young men ; the servants or pages,
unaccustomed to war. Princes of the provinces;
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DRINKING WINE

rulers of the districts of Isracl who had been driven
into Samaria as the Syrinn army marched throughowt
tho land. Order the battle ¢ Mako the attack
Thou. Abab was not to wait for the Syrians to
assault the city, but was to go out against them first.

II1. Vicrory ACHIEVED.—15-18. Number
ed ..young men..children of Israel..seven
thousand ; a vastly inferior host to that of the
Syrions, v. 10. Tho Israclitish forco was so smll
probably, first because Bon-hadad's attack had ke
so sudden that Ahab had had no time to colit
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soldiers from distant parts of the country, and
secondly bocause tho sioge bad continued so long
that the garrison of Samaria had become greatly
reduced. At noon ; whon tho besiegers would be
resting in the hoat of the day. Drinking himself
drunk ; and thus unfitting himself oithor for plan-
ning or action. He probably meant to mark his
utter contempt of his foe, whom he supposed quite
incapable of injuring him. Men come out of
gamaria ; the two hundred and thirty-two attend-
ants of Ahab's princes (see v. 15). These permitted
themselves Lo be placed in the forefront of the battle.
Take them allve. In drunken folly, Ben-hadad
broke his battle line to capture this insignificant
band.

19-21. The army .. followed them ; the seven
thousand Israelitish soldiers, ready to take ad-
vantage of the disorder in the Syrian ranks. Slew
every one his man. Perhaps the meaning is that
weach repeatedly killed his man *. The Syrians
fled ; completely discomfited and routed, as a vast
Oriental army bas often been put to flight by an
epemy insignificant in numbers. Ben-hadad..
escaped on an horse ; a chariot horse, not having
timo to secure a proper riding horse like those used
by the horsemen. XKing of Israel (Ahab) went
out ; to join in the pursuit and massacre.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

Saamania, ** though it
would now be com-
manded from the north-
ern range, must, before
the invention of gun-

L]
Damascus
yrea

<M ~ powder, have been al-
5Ce Shepedf, f most impregnable.”
9 vty The sieges of Samaria
x 5~ were thercfore always
f Sarf.c;ﬂd > N prolonged. In Elisha'’s
% Sheehen day it was besieged by
Zf reresche g,‘ the Syrians until “'there

was a great famine'’ in
the city (2 Kgs. 6 : 25),
and even the Assyrians
did not capture it till
after & siege of three years, 2 Xgs. 18 : 9, 10. The
Roman Emperor Augustus gave Samaria to Herod
the Great, who fortified and adorned it in honor of
his patron. A magmificent temple to Augustus rose
where there had been a temnplo to Baal.  Splendid
buildings rrow aed the beights and eatended down the
slopes. Are. nd the topmost terrace of the hill jwas
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built a splendid colonnade of pillars. But of the
splondid city founded by Omri and boautified by
Herod, only heaps of ruins remain to toll of its for-
mor splondor.

LESSON QUESTIONS

12 What messagoe did Abab send to Boen-hadad ?
What was Ben-hadad doing when he received it ?
Who were with him 2 What sort of shelters had been
orocted for thom ? What order did Ben-hadad givo ?
Where is it taught that princes should not drink
strong drink ? (Prov. 31: 4.)

13 Who cameo to Ahab ? How large was Ben-
hadad's army ? What promise did the Lord give
to Ahab ? What king of Judah bad vanquished an
army twice the number of his own ? (2 Chron.
14 : 9-12))

14 Through whom was the promise to Ahab to be
fulfilled ? Who was to begin the battle ?

15-18 When was the battle begun ? What was
Ben-badad doing? Who came out of Samaria ?
What order did the Syrian king give ? Why was
this foolish ?

19-31 Describe the rout of the Syrian army ?

¥OR DISOUSSION

1. Defeats through drink.

2. Tho drink problem in Canada.

A LESSON FOR LIFE

A rich young man once sat at a dinner table, with
a number of friends, and babbled drunken foolish-
ness all the long evening. One of those present was
a stenographer, and ho reported overy word his
friond uttered. The next day he bad his notes writ~
ten out, and sent them to the young man himself.
He was 30 shocked that he said, * If thig is the way
a man talks when he is drunk, I mean to keep sobor
hereafter.” We know to what folly drink leads, and
this should keep us from yielding to its power.

Prove from Scripture—Tha! drunkenness de-
serves punishment.

Shorter Catechism—Review Questions 21-29.

The Question on Missions—12. What is the
great * immigration problem ” of our church ? To
obtain men to preach the gospel to the new settlers
scattered over the Western prairies. Hundreds of
additional missionaries will be nceded yearly, if thesc
are all to be reacbed.  Tho work is seriously bamper-
ed by lack of suitable men.

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise, Ps. Sel. 16
(Supplemental Legson); 245 ; 246 ; 89 (Ps. Sel.), 528
(from PriMarY QUARTERLY); 530.

FOR' WRITTEN ANSWERS
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Lesson XIII. REVIEW March 26, 191}

T0 MAKE READY FOR THE REVIEW—Rend over ench Lesson ocarefully, and see that you know
by heart the Lesson Title, Golden Text, and Lesson Plan, aa given below. Revise your Supplemental Bible
Work, Scripture Memory Passages, Shorter Catochism (Questions 30-3R), snd the Question on MMisatons for
the Quarter.

GOLDEN TEXT-—Happy is that people, whose God is the Lord.—Psalm 144: 3.

Datly Roadings—(Courtesy, 1.B.R.A.)—M.—The kingdom divided. 1 Kgs. 12 : 12-20. T.—Jerohoam
makes idols, 1 Xgs. 12 : 25-33. W.—Asa's good reign, 2 Chron. 15: 1-15, Th.—Jchoshaphat's good reign,
2 Chron. 17 : 1-13. F.—Elijah the prophet, 1 Kgs. 17 : 8-24. S, —Elijah and Baal's prophets, 1 XKy, 138
25-40. 8.—Elijabh goes into heaven, 2 Kgs. 2 : 1-11.

Prove from Scripture—7That God rules over nations,

Ravmw Cmuz'x\——I‘msr QUAR'I‘ER

Hisrony or | Lesson TirLe Gorpexn TEXT

hel .
ISRAEL AND JuDaH | LEsSon Pran

I.—1 Kgs. 12 : 6-18. i’[‘he Kingdom Divided. 'He that walketh with \nscl The kmgs counselors. 2, The
; men.—DProv. 13 : 20. hngsconduct 3. ’I‘he ..ords

rol.
II.—1 Kgs. 12 : 25-33 §J-robonm Makes Idnls ferTbou shnlc got make.—~41. Idolu"y plauned. 2. Idolatry

Israel to Worship.. Ex. i practised.
III.~—2 Chron. {5 : I-Asa’s Good ReigninJudah., Be ye strong tberefore —-tl The prophet’s message. 2 'I'hc
2Chbron.15 .7, kivy's obedience. The

- people's )oy
IV.—1 Kgs. 16::.3-33.;0mn and Ahab Lead Is-jRighteousness exalteth al King Omri. 2. King Ahab.

rael into Greater Sin. [ nation.—~Prov.14:34.!
V.—2 Chron. 17 : 1-8, Uchosh wphat's Good Rclgn Seck ye first the kmgdom !1 God feared. 2. The peoplein-
9-13. ' in Judah. —~Matt. 6 : , structed., 3. The king pros-
g pered.
VI.—1 Kgs. 17 : 1-16.4Eh1ah the Prophet Ap~They that scek t.he Lord. il Elijah and the king. 2. Elijab
pears in Isrzel. —Ps. 34 and the raveos. 3. Elijab

and the widow.

VII.—1 Kgs. 18. ..a-‘Eluah Victory Over iheChoosc you this day. —i . The prophets of Baal. 2. The
39. Prophets of Baal. Josh. 24 : 15. i prophet of Jehovah.

'
VVII.—1 Kgs.19: 1- Ehmb's Flight and Return, I‘boy that wait upon theil. The prophet’s flight. 2 The
18, Tord.~—Isa. 40 : 31. prophet’s vision. 3. The pro-
' i phet's commissions.

IX.—1 Kgy. 21.11-20, §F bmh Mecetg Abab in Na-Take heed, and beware.— l A great crime. 2. An apparint

both's Vineyard. Luke 12 : 185. success. 3. A ternble doom,
X.—2 Kgs. 2 : 1-11, ma!x Goes Op BvaWh)r] )Enoch walked with God.—'1. Elijah’s last vm(.s Elijah’s
wind into Heaven. | Gen. 5 :24. las: miracle. I:I ].lh tuken
: to hcaven.

XIL—2 Kgs. ¢ . 25-37, ‘F‘hsha the Prophet Ro-jThe gift of God is cternalil. A touching appeal. 2. A fruit-
I stores a Child to L\fe ife.~—~Rom. 6 : 23. i Jeas  experiment. 3. A wen-

; derful miracle.
XII.—1 Kgs. 20 : 12- Defeat Through Drunken- It is not for kings.—Prov. Jl Attack  planned. Vietory
21, ness—Temperance 4. i p&om'scd 3. hcton achiev

9011, i €

The History of a Hundred Years

The Quarter’s Lessons cover 2 hundred years in the history of the two kingdons of Judsh and Israel
Of these kingdoms, Judah was tho smaller by one half, and its eapital was Jerusalem. Our studies have brought
before us three of ite leading kings. Rehoboamn (Lesson I.) will be remembered as the king whose folly reaulted
in the separation of the two kingdoms, which, under David and Solomon, were united.  Asa’s (Lesson 1L
fame rests on his having overthrown idolatry and rostored the worship of the trur God. Jehoshaphat alvo (I
son V.) walked in the fear of God, and mado special provision for the instruction of his people in God's law.

The Lessons bave also presented to us three kings of Israel. Jeroboam (Lesson II.) carned an ill fame
for all succeeding generations by introducing calf worship into Israel. Qmri and Abab (Lesson IV.) followed
in Jeroboam's footstops. Ahab stands out as the introducor of Baal worship, under the influence of his wicked
wifa Jezchel.

Fivo Leasons (VI,, VII., VIIL, IX., X.) give us vivid pictures of the life and work of the great prophet
Elijah, and of his being carried away to heaven. by a chariot and horses of fird. Losson XI. begins the ator
of Elisha, his succossor, which will bo continuod in the Lossons of the Second Quarter. These two prophow
hoth lived and lahored in the kingdom of [sraol. beroic champions for God agoinst the wiokednass of kings a3
people. .
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What led to the division of Solomon’s kingdom ?

Into what sin did Jeroboam lead his people ?

How did King Asa prove his faithfulness to the Lord?

In what respects were Omri and Ahab more wicked than the kings before them?

What provision did Jehoshaphat make for the instruction of his people ?

How was Elijah provided for (1) at Cherith, (2) at Zarephath ?

What proof did Elijah furnish on Mount Carmel that Jehovah was the true God

Why was Elijah discouraged ?

How did Ahab gain possession of Naboth's vineyard ?

Describe” Elijah’s being taken up to heaven.

How did Elijah restore the Shunammite’s son to life ?

Explain the cause of Ben-hadad’s defeat ?
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