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Part 11,

THE SASKATCHEWAN,

CHAPTER XIIL
THE SASKATCHEWAN BRIGADE.

{IbONDAY, Aug. 8th, 1808. Dispatched the Lac la

Pluie Indians, and at eight o’clock embarked in my
small boat, bidding adieu to Panbian river. I took three
men with me. My lading consisted merely of my baggage
and some dried provisions. I found some Indians opposite
Grand Marais; stopped to give them a pipe of tobacco and
bid them farewell.

At Rivitre aux Marais I stopped at another camp for
the same purpose, and then pushed on. Those Indians,
with whom I had associated for so many years, appeared
really affected at my departure. We camped near Plumb
river. ¢¢/4. Before day we were on the water. At Riviere
aux Gratias we put ashore for a short time at another camp,
and then proceeded. At the Long Reach we found more
Indians, to whom I gave some tobacco; they would have
loaded us with moose and red deer meat. Camped at Rat
river. zotk. At sunset we arrived at the Forks, where I
found a camp of Indians, and Delorme, a freeman [note *,

p. 193]. rr¢k. Hoisted sail, and about two miles below
Seine river met a canoe coming up for me with the two
men I had sent to Bas de la Riviere. We put ashore, trans-
terred my baggage to the canoe, and started my people in
the boat for Panbian river, with a supply of high wine and

447
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tobacco. Camped at Dead river, where the Courtes Oreilles
and some others were gardening.' From them I purchased
a small quantity of provisions, which, with what I had
already, would enable us to proceed without going to Bas
de la Rivere.

The small band of Courtes Oreilles settled here came
from Michilimakinac about 16 years ago, when the pros-
pects of great beaver hunts allured them from their native
country. At first they dispersed in different quarters of the
North West. A band went as far as Lesser Slave Lake
and Athabasca river, by the Saskatchewan route; but
beaver getting scarce, they abandoned those parts and are
now nearly all here, where they pass the summer attending
to their corn and potatoes, and in the autumn separate to
hunt. These people have no inclination to intermarry
with the Saulteurs; they keep to themselves, and dispose
of their daughters only among their own tribe. Their man-
ner of living is entirely that of their own nation; they
erect bark huts for the summer, others of birch rind for the
winter, and also use rush mats [pukkwi, in Tanner]. Their
utensils and furniture are neatly constructed, and generally
kept clean. They are thus much more civilized and more
industrious than the Saulteurs. The first corn and potatoes
they planted here was a small quantity which I gave them
in the spring of 18035, since which period they have ex-
tended their fields, and hope in a few years to make corn a
regular article of traffic with us.

A Saulteur I found tented with the Courtes Oreilles
came to me very ceremoniously, and having lighted and

} ¢“We then went down to Dead River, planted corn, and spent the summer
there. Shagwawkoosink, an Ottawwaw, a friend of mine, and an old man, first
introduced the cultivation of corn among the Ojibbeways of the Red River
country,” Tanner, p. 180,

* Mr. Henry had traded ten years at Fembinah; he was succeeded by a Mr.
M‘Kenzie, who remained but a short time, and after him came Mr. Wells,
called by the Indians Gahsemoan, (a sail,) from the roundness and fulness of
his person. He built a strong fort on Red River, near the mouth of the As-
siniboin,” Tanner, p. 181.
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smoked his pipe, informed me that he had been hunting up
a small river a few days ago, and that one evening, while in
his canoe, he was surprised by the appearance of a very
large animal in the water. At first he took it for a moose,
and was about to fire at it ; but on its nearer approach per-
ceived it to be one of the Kitche Amicks or large beavers,
which he dared not shoot, and allowed to pass near his
canoe without molesting. I had already heard many
stories among the Saulteurs concernirig this immense beaver,
but put no faith in them ; fear, I presume, magnifies an or-
dinary beaver into such a monster, or a moose or bear in
the dark may be mistaken for one of them, as they are seen
only at night, and I am told are very scarce.

Late this evening, while the Indians were still drinking,
there arrived a party of young men who had been hunting
en canot up Dead river ; they brought some fresh meat, in-
cluding that of a large black bear and her two cubs, one of
which was brown, and the other perfectly black. Thisis
frequently the case. I once saw a black bear, killed early
in the spring, whose two cubs were taken alive; one of
them was cinnamon, and the other black. Both were kept
at the fort for a long time, and became perfectly tame.

This evening, also, I was present at a dispute between
two young men, who were drinking at our fire, and about
to draw their knives on each other when I interfered.
Their quarrel had started during the hunt, when they were
tracing a wounded moose. This affair brought to my mind
a circumstance which occurred to myself one day in the
autumn of 1799, near the foot of Fort Dauphin mountain,
on Riviere Terre Blanche, when I went out with my Saul-
teur hunter. We had not gone far from the house before
we fell upon the fresh tracks of some red deer, and soon
after discovered the herd in a thicket of willows and pop-
lars; we both fired, and the deer disappeared in different
directions. We pursued them, but to no purpose, as the
country was unfavorable.. We then returned to the spot
where we had fired, as the Indian suspected that we had
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wounded some of them. We searched to see if we could
find any blood; on my part, I could find tracks, but no
blood. The Indian soon called out, and I went to him,
but could see no blood, nor any sign-that an animal had
been wounded. However, he pointed out the track of a
large buck among the many others, and told me that from
the manner in which this buck had started off, he was cer-
tain the animal had been wounded. As the ground was
beaten in eyery direction by animals, it was only after a tedi-
ous search that he found where the buck had struck off. But
no blood was seen until, passing through a thicket of wil-
lows, he observed a drop upon a leaf, and next a little
more. He then began to examine more strictly, to find out
in what part of the body the animal had been wounded;
and judging by the height and other signs, he told me the
wound must have been somewhere between the shoulder
and neck. We advanced about a mile, but saw nothing of
the deer, and no more blood. I was for giving up the
chase; but he assured me the wound was mortal, and that
if the animal should lie down he could not rise again. We
proceeded two miles further, when, coming out upon a
small open space, hé told me the animal was at no great dis-
tance, and very probably in this meadow. We accordingly
advanced a few yards, and there we found the deer lying at
the last gasp. The wound was exactly as I had been told.
The sagacity of the Saulteurs in tracing strong wood ani-
mals is astonishing. I have frequently witnessed occur-
rences of this nature; the bend of a leaf or blade of grass
is enough to show the hunter the direction the game has
taken. Their ability is of equally great service to war-par-
ties, when they discover the footsteps of their enemies.
But to return to my voyage.

Aug. r2tk. Having obtained over night all information
I could concerning the route on the S. and W. sides of
Lake Winipic, we loaded carly and went to the entrance of
Red river. The wind continued strong from the S. W., caus-
ing a heavy swell. We put ashore for an hour, when, the
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wind having abated, we embarked and steered N. W. across
the bay. None of us had ever passed by this route, as the
common track through Lake Winipic runs along the E. side
[2. e., from mouth-of Winnipeg river northward] as far as
Téte du Chien [Dog’s Head, at The Narrows], where the
lake contracts to a strait hardly a league wide, which canoes
cross. At ten o'clock the wind rose from the N., and this
annoyed us much in rounding the Presqu’Isle.” The wind
then coming about from the S. E., we hoisted sail and kept
on till two o’clock, when there was every appearance of a
squall from the S. W. We had some difficulty in landing,
as the rain fell in torrents and the wind blew a gale. Here
we camped for the night. The land is very low, thickly
covered with pine and underbrush, and looks gloomy. The
beach is sand and gravel. Raspberries are very abundant.

Aug. r3th. Long before day we were on the water. The
weather was cloudy, with a strong S. W. wind. We came
on to the entrance of Terre Blanche bay, and attempted to
round a long sandy point. We had hard work to regain
the shelter of the woods, where we remained until daylight,
when, having pushed off with much labor, we rounded the
point and entered the bay. The wind blew a gale; how-
ever, we coasted along in the reeds and rushes to the
entrance of Riviere Terre Blanche. ‘Here we put ashore

2 Apparently the peninsula now known as Willow pt., on the W, shore of
the lake, in Tp. 19, R. iv, E. of the princ. merid.; cluster of Willow isls, there ;
boat channel between them and the point; places called Husavik and Gimli in
the vicinity.

3 To be distinguished, of course, from the Terre Blanche or White Earth r.
mentioned earlier in this work as a tributary of Lake Manitoba. Henry is
coasting due N., down the W. shore of Lake Winnipeg. He has passed
Drunken r., and also the small places called Arnes and Hnausa; his *‘ long
sandy point” is the position of a place now known as Sandy Bar, and here he
enters a sort of bay or recess between the mainland on the W, and Bzg isl.,
which latter warrants its name in comparison with all the others in this
southern section of the lake. Into this bay falls Henry's Terre Blanche r.,
formerly also White Mud r., now Icelandic or Icelanders’ r.; place called
Icelandic River on the shore, and back of this the larger settlement of River-

town. Big isl. is only separatéd from the mainland by a narrow strait, of
which Henry speaks beyond, hoping to find a passage through it.
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near the old establishment where my people wintered in
1804-05. They made miserable returns, almost perished
with hunger, and since that time no Indians have consented
to winter here. The miserable country is destitute of large
animals; martens only are numerous, and there, is no good
fishery.

This is the last Saplteur establishment I have made for
Red river, and I here bid adieu to the tribes with whom
I have passed 16 long winters.' During this time I have
experienced every trouble, danger, and inconvenience which
attends the management of affairs among that turbulent
nation. I have been frequently fired at by them and have
had several narrow escapes for my life. But I am happy to
say they never pillaged me to the value of a needle. Fifteen
of those winters I was strongly opposed by different interests
in all my earthly possessions. I sincerely believe that com-
petitive trade among the Saulteurs is the greatest slavery
a person of any feeling can undergo. A common dram-
shop in a civilized country is a paradise compared to the
Indian trade, where two or more different interests are
striving to obtain the greater share of the Indians’ hunts—
particularly among the Sauiteurs, who are always ready to
take advantage of the situation by disposing of their skins
and furs to the highest bidder. No ties, former favors, or
services rendered, will induce them to give up their skins for
one penny less than they can get elsewhere. Gratitude isa
stranger to them ; grant them a favor to-day, and to-morrow
they will suppose it their due. Love of liquor is their
ruling passion, and when intoxicated they will commit any
crime to obtain more drink. To this end they frequently
pillage a trader and even threaten him with death; and
sometimes, when sober, they rob him of both wet and dry
goods. It therefore requires a person to be continually on
his guard against them and allow them to play no tricks
with impunity. At the same time he must study to avoid

4 A notable statement, showing that Henry had been in the fur-trade since
1792, or for seven years before the opening of the present journal in 1799.
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coming to extremities; for they are all so nearly related
that to injure one is a grievance to the whole tribe. But
let us now proceed on our voyage to other nations, who
may treat us more leniently.

The wind continued high from the S. W. We embarked
and proceeded along the lee shore, in hopes of finding, as I
had been given to understand, a small .passage between the
mainland and the large island opposite.® The bay is shal-
low and overgrown with rushes; wild fowl of all kinds are
numerous. We searched in vain for the passage, and were
obliged to return to the mouth of the bay and coast along
the [Great Black] island, the shores of which are covered
with huge flakes of limestone. At three o’clock we came to
an opening, but a gale from the N. W. obliged us to put
ashore at the entrance of this large strait,” where there was
an uncommon number of gulls of different kinds. Here we
remained until five o’clock, when the wind abated, and we
embarked, though the swell was still high. We made a
long traverse from this island to the mainland, where the
shore was so steep and rocky that we could find no place to
put ashore, and were obliged to push on in the dark. Ina
short time the wind rose dead ahead from the W., and the
swell increased. Our position was decidedly unpleasant;

5 The *‘small passage” which Henry did not find is at the Grassy Narrows
between the mainland on the W. and Big or Great Black isl. on the E. Hind’s
map marks the channel here as 10 chains wide and 6 feet deep in 1858 ; but it
may have been much less in 1808. A little beyond Grassy Narrows is the small
Guano isl., close to the mainland ; this was named by John Fleming, Sept. 22d,
1858.

¢ Between Big or Great Black isl. on the W. or left, and Black (also called
Grand) isl., which latter is nearly as large, and lies E. of the N. end of the
former. Big isl., is believed to be Isle de Fer of Verendrye, later Iron isl., so
named from the extensive deposits of iron ore upon it. Punk isl. is next
largest ; the Deer isls. and Goose (or Little Black) isl. are among the many small
ones of this group, S. and E. of Grindstone pt. This point is the end of a very
bold projection from the W. shore, its long axis N. E., delimited from the
rest of the W. mainland by the broad and deep Washow bay. The place where
Henry put ashore was on the E. side of Big isl., very likely at the spot where
Hecla is now situated.
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the sea dashed with great violence against the rocks, the
night was extremely dark, and the wind seemed to be
increasing. Anxious to find any place to land, we crept on
as near the shore as the surge would permit, till, having
shipped a great quantity of water, we discovered a small
cave on a beach of white pebbles, inte which we ventured to
run our canoe. This was fortunately a good landing-place,
as a point of rocks which projected into the lake a few
yards broke the fury of the waves before they reached us.
Here we unloaded for the night, happy to find so comfort-
able a berth.’

Sunday, Aug. rgth. At daybreak we embarked. The
wind continued strong ahead, and though the men labored
hard against it, we made slow progress along the shore.
About two o’clock we found ourselves astray, completely
embayed, and at a loss what course to take. We put
ashore for a short time, and then, the wind having veered
to the S. E., we embarked, hoisted sail, and steered N. for
a high [Grindstone] ® point about four leagues off. Having
doubled this point, our course lay due W. along a steep
rocky shore. At sunset the wind came about E. and blew
hard ; took in a double reef and sailed on. The guide soon
discovered that we were approaching the wished-for Nar- -
rows of Téte du Chien, and about 1 p. m. we arrived at
Grande Pointe, happy to find ourselves once more on the
main route.” We put ashore and camped for the night.

7 Henry’s snug berth was in what later became known as Boat harbor, a
small recess of the shore inside Little Grindstone pt.

8 Grindstone pt., a prominent headland, the end of the great peninsula
which delimits Washow or Deep bay on the S., isabout 8 m, N. by E. from
Boat harbor or Little Grindstone bay ; Punk isl. on right offing. Henry rounds
Grindstone pt., coasts W. some miles, and then makes the traverse across
‘Washow bay.

°The length of the strait which intervenes between the two main divisions of
the lake may be 10 or 12 m., about N. N. W, and S. S. E., representing the
direct distance between the two most prominent projections from the W. side,
now called the Bull’s Head and the Dog’s Head. The last of these appears to
be what Henry calls Grande Pointe, or Téte du Chien, marking the exit from
the strait. This exit is the narrowest place—. ¢., The Narrows, where a pro-
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The land in the bottom of the deep [Washow] bay, into
which we went to-day, appeared low and marshy, covered
with small pines, willows, and long grass; but the land
which projects toward the N. shore gradually rises and
becomes rocky, until it forms perpendicular dark gray
bluffs, which continue to Téte du Chien, where we again
find large piles of limestone.

Aug. 15¢k. The wind continued to blow hard from the
S. E., making a heavy swell in the Narrows. My guide
thought it unsafe to proceed, as we had a long traverse to
make on leaving this place. As the weather was clear,
we spread our baggage to dry, almost every article having
been wet since the 13th. During this operation the men
gathered raspberries, which grew in profusion. The N.
side of the lake appeared to be rocky; the rocks black
and gray. The traverse is about a league wide ; across it
appear some snug inlets and coves with a sandy bottom,
which would be of gr.at advantage if one were overtaken
by a storm. At eleven o'clock everything was dry, and
the wind had abated ; we hoisted sail, and came on to the
Fort of the Traverse of the Bark Island;’ but a sudden

jection from the E. comes within 3 m. of the Dog’s Head. From here the trav-
erse goes past Snake and Black Bear isls., the group of Moose isls. which occupy
the throat of Fisher bay, and Tamarac, Jackhead, and other isls., to the W,
shore of the N. division of the lake, about Little Jackhead and Big Jackhead
rivers, and so on. Maps differ irreconcilably in naming various points along
each side of the Narrows. The latest ones before me agree best with Henry,
Fleming's map in Hind’s Report, 1858, marks on the W. side in succession :
(x) Bull’s Head, (2) Little Long bay, (3) Limestone Cave pt., (4¢) Whiteway’s
pt.; and on the E. side, beginning opp. the Bull's Head : Loon’s straits or
‘Détroit le Duc (lettered *‘ Canoe Route of old N. W. Co.”), then a succes-
sion of numerous small coves and boat harbors, and finally the Dog’s Head, at
the narrowest point of exit from the straits, as on other maps, but on the oppo-
site side. McKenzie’s map of 1801 again differs from all others I have seen.

1% So copy, evidently by scribe’s error. I incline to read ‘‘foot of the
traverse of Black Bear island.” In any event, this island is one of the many
which occupy the traverse across the broad throat of Fisher bay Henry is
about to make to the W. mainlend: see last note, where several of these
islands are named. Henry’s Encampment isl. is another of them, perhaps
present Snake isl.; but I cannot make positive identification. The Moose isls,
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squall from the N. W. obliged us to put ashore at L'Isle
d’Encampement, where we were detained until three
o’clock. The wind then came about from the S. E.; we
hoisted sail, and took the traverse [of Fisher bay], in
which we found a very heavy swell. At sunset we got over
to the W. mainland, and kept on with double-reefed sail
until nine o’clock, when we camped on a fine sandy beach.
We soon had a terrible squall with thunder, lightning, and
a heavy shower. My tent was blown down, and we passed
2 wretched night, wet to the skin.

Aug. 16th. At daybreak we loaded and embarked ;
wind strong, about W. We crept slowly along the shore,
which partially sheltered us. At Riviere a2 la Téte du

" Brochet,"” we put ashore for an hour, and then continued
until eleven o’clock, when we came to the great Reef
of Rocks,” a chain of large stones which extends into
the lake for more than a mile. We attempted to get
around it, but were in danger of being blown out in
the lake; we therefore put ashore, and unloaded. The

. land along here is very low, with a fine sandy beach. The

woods in many places stand nearly a mile from the beach,
the intervening space being low, with many small lakes,
marshes, and stagnant ponds; the waters of the lake seem
of last note are distinguished as Great Moose and Little Moose on Fleming's
map ; and the one now called Tamarac is there given as Juniper isl. This
last is directly off Little jackhead r. TFisher bay is a very large one ; Fisher

r. at its head, where there is now an Indian reserve, Tp. 28, R. i, E. of princ,

merid.

B Brocket is F. name of the pike, a fish, otherwise called jack ; and e du
Srocket is literally jackhead, another name of the same fish. But in present
connection Téte du Brochet appears to signify Pike IIcad, in the sense of
cape or headland, for such is or has been the name of the point near the
mouth of the river Henry has reached. This is now known as Jack, Jack-
fish, or Jackhead r., site of an Indian reserve, and long ago the scene of
missionary effort ; Fleming marks ‘“ Old Missionary Post” in 1858. To reach
this place Henry has passed Little Jackfish Head, Little Jack, Little Jackfish,
or Little Jackhead r., Cross pt., Spruce pt., and Point Maymagwaysee.

1# Apparently the place now called Stony pt.; formerly Wicked pt. or the
voyageurs’ Pointe Maligne; to be distinguished from another of same name
beyond.
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to have washed the foot of the woods many years ago, and
to have since gradually receded. This circumstance I have
observed in several other lakes of this country, both large
and small, where the water is diminishing. I shot a white
crane and a few ducks; at four o’clock we loaded, and with
great difficulty we got around the reef. As the wind con-
tinued to blow hard, we shipped much water. We kept
on to Pointe aux Ragominoire,”® where the swell was so
high that, in rounding the point, we nearly filled several
times ; it was as much as one man with a kettle could do
to keep our canoe clear. We all got wet to the skin, and
our baggage was completely soaked. We discovered a
brigade of nine canoes, ashore at the foot of the traverse.
My people thought it was our Fort des Prairies brigade,
from which they had parted at Bas de la Riviere, as the
number of canoes was the same. We had a hard pull to
reach them, as the wind blew a gale, and were sadly disap-
pointed to find it was the English River brigade, Joseph
- Paul,” guide. We camped with them for the night.

Aug. ryth. This morning the wind was easterly, but the
swell occasioned by the late gale still ran high. After
much trouble in loading, we embarked and stood out on
the traverse for the Téte aux Pichaux. The English

13So copy, clearly in error if the phrase be French, but I am unable to
make the required correction. (Qu : Pointe aux Rayonnements ?)

4 A noted character for many years, whose name has come up before, where
McDonald of Garth speaks of having ‘“a bold guide, Joseph Paul, an old
bully,” in Masson II. p. 38. Unless there were two persons of the identical
name, he was a guide ¢. the N. W. Co. on English r. after the fusion of 1804.
He had a son, Pierre Paul ; and both were captured by orders of Governor
Williams, June 20th, 1819, imprisoned for some months, taken to Canada and
released.—Jean Baptiste Paul is listed voyageur N. W. Co., 1804, Lake Win-
nipeg ; Nicolas Paul, ditto, Athatasca ; and Paulet Paul, ditto, English r.

15 A phrase I cannot explain. It looks as if it might be Téte aux Pécheurs,
Fishers” Head, or Téte aux Pécheurs, Sinners’ Head. But Henry's course is
readily traced. On clearing Stony pt. and rounding Willow pt., he enters
upon the traverse of Kinwow bay, in the throat and offing of which are various
islands, as Birch, Nut, Cranberry, and Commissioner. This triverse made,
about 8 m. N. W, he strikes the bold promontory called the Cat Head, sep-
arating Kinwow bay from Lynx bay. He would strike the Cat Head at or
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River brigade soon followed. The wind increased to such
a degree in rounding this point, and the sea ran so high
while we were under sail, that at intervals we lost sight of
the masts of the canoes not more than 30 yards distant;
but the swell ran long, and was not dangerous. Having
safely rounded the cape, the wind came about full aft, and
we kept on our way, while the loaded canoes, having
received some damage in the swell, hugged the shore, to
find a convenient spot to land for repairs. The shore here
is very high, and almost a continuous limestone cliff. Iam
told it is a famous place for moose. We came on to Isle
d’Encampement,* at the foot of the St. Martin’s islands
traverse. At this place the canoes for Fort Dauphin,
Swan river, and Riviere a la Biche [Red Deer river] strike
off to the left, S. W., up Sturgeon bay to the entrance of
Dauphin river, whilst those bound northward cross [this
bay and pass] among St. Martin’s islands to the W. main-
land. The wind had fallen, and there was every appear-
ance of a fine afternoon as we stood outside Encampment
island to make for the Toad islands, which we did not dis-
‘cover until we had paddled about two hours, they being
very low. Having reached them, the wind freshened from
the N. E.; we hoisted sail, and soon after made the main-
land at Pointe du Grand Marais. As the sun went down

near the point called Macbeth’s on Fleming’s map. I am inclined to think this
is Henry’s ¢ Téte aux Pichaux”; for he presently speaks of a ‘‘ continuous
limestone cliff,” and such is the character of the shore for the most part between
Macbeth’s pt. and Lynx pt. (the latter at the entrance of Lynx bay).

3¢ This Isle ' Encampement is one of the group of Bashkega isls., in the throat
of the great Sturgeon bay Henry has reached, after making the traverse across
Lynx bay. This identification is certified by what he says of its being a place
where canoes for Fort Dauphin, etc., strike off to the left of the Saskatchewan
route he is pursuing. The W. side of Lynx bay is delimited by a prominence
called for the same reason Point Turn Again on some maps, and Saskatch-
ewan pt., directly off which lie the Bashkega isls. Sturgeon bay is an im-
mense recess southward, receiving Little Saskatchewan or Dauphin r. on its
W. side. Henry has to cross the throat of Sturgeon bay on a W. course or a
little N. of W., tc the St. Martin’s isls.; and this is the traverse said in the text.
In fact, Sturgeon bay was formerly called St. Martin’s bay, as receiving the out-
let of Lake St. Martin (Dauphin) ; it is so marked on McKenzie’s map, 1801.
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the wind increased ; we attempted to get into Riviere aux
Guerriers,"” but passed it unobserved.. As the wind was too
high to return, we had no choice, but must keep on. We
soon found that our canoe could not stand it much longer,.
as we shipped great quantities of water; and night coming"
on, we determained to run ashore, at the risk of breaking
our canoe. We ran in close to shore, and, finding no inlet
or cove to shelter us from the swell, the land being low and.
nearly straight as far as we could see, we put her about, and
kept her stern foremost. Almost every swell washed over
her, and as soon as we could find bottom all hands jumped
overboard, each taking a load ashore. This lightened the
canoe enough to keep her out of danger, but all our bag-
gage was once more wet. We hauled her up with some
difficulty, and camped for the night, during which the wind
continued to blow with great violence.

Aug. 18tk. At sunrise, the wind having abated and com-
ing from the S. E., we with great difficulty loaded our
canoe and embarked, hoisted sail, and kept along the shore;
but the wind increased to such a gale that we could scarcely
carry two feet of sail. At Pointe au Canot Cassé [Broken:
Canoe point] we discovered a sail ahead, which, on approach-
ing Pointe Maligne [Wicked point], put ashore. On coming’
up with it, we found it to be Mr. D. Thompson,” bound

1 Literally Warriors' r., now called War Path r., a considerable stream, drain=
ing from several lakes into the W, side of Lake Winnipeg, 9 or 10 m. S. of
Dancing pt., and about as far beyond the marshy point where Henry struck’
the W, shore of the lake. This is nearly opposite to the S. end of the large’
Reindeer or Caribou isl. of present maps. From the marshy point to War
Path r. is a fine sandy beach, with deep water alongshore, and some exposure of"
limestone. The mouth of the river is about 40 feet wide, but easily passed
unobserved; so Henry missed a good harbor in the basin into which it d11ates,
just inside its mouth,

- 18 David Thompson, whose MSS. before me, Bk. No. 23, Vol. x, gives his.
journey to the Rocky mts. of 1808, beginning Aug. 4th on the Rainy Lake:
route, and shows that he was navigating Lake Winnipeg Aug. 13th~20th, when
he reached the mouth of the Saskatchewan. Henry’s Pointe au Canot Cassé’
(written ‘ aux Canah Cassie " in copy) is present Dancing pt., or next above:
this. Present Wicked pt. is much further along, almost up to the boundary.
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for the Columbia, via Saskatchewan river. We shipped a
quantity of water in putting ashore here, the swell being
very high, and the wind was too strong for us to attempt to
round the point. This is a chain of large stones and rocks
which extends far into the lake, and is dangerous when the
wind is high; frequently accidents have happened here
to those who were not cautious. About noon the wind
abated; we loaded and embarked, in company with Mr.
Thompson. Having rounded the [Wicked] point, the wind
sprang up aft; we made sail, and passed along to Egg
island. Here the wind increased, a heavy swell rolled in,
and we were obliged to run in between Egg island and
Pointe aux Gravois, which joins the Détour,” where the
landing is very bad when the lake is in the least agitated.
Having got into the bay, after shipping a great deal of

between Manitoba and the recently established District of Keewatin. This is
the one lettered ‘‘ 'Wickett Pt.” on Thompson’s map, ¢. z. Between the two
points said several streams empty into the lake, among them two called Sand r.
and Ebb and Flow r,

¥ The Détour of the voyageurs was the general name of the great peninsula
from the W, shore of the lake, around which the canoes had to go far out of
their direct course. It extends due E. for 20 m. or more from the general shore
line, with an average breadth of perhaps 5 or 6 m. Its shape is strikingly like
that of the human thumb. Iis principal names are or have been Big pt.,
Long pt., Point Missineo, and Cape Kitchinashi—all coming to the same
thing, namely, size. The voyageur doubled it by going E. and returning W.—
a matter of 40 m. or more. In rounding this point Henry sailed in present
Keewatin, but his whole coast line was in present Saskatchewan district; for
these two political divisions meet Manitoba in the vicinity of Good Harbor, on
the S. side of the base of the great peninsula. This harbor is the one Henry
ran into, between Egg isl. and Pointe aux Gravois or Gravelly point. In com-
ing to this bay from Wicked pt. he passed certain coastwise islands, called
Sand and Gull, and the mouths of at least three small rivers from the W., two
of them known as Gull Egg or Two Rivers. The Egg isl. Henry names is one
of several small ones into which the end of Gravelly pt. breaks up, so called
from the numbers of gulls, terns, and other birds which bred on them. Henry’s
speaking of Gravelly pt.as an *‘isthmus " is liable to be misread; he simply
means that, having got in behind this spit, which was about 2 m. long and
very narrow, he carried across it, rather than go round it, to get into the open
again and coast E. along the great Détour. See Thompson’s map, ‘“ Egg
Isles” and *‘ Detour.”
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water, we proceeded under the lee of the point, which forms
ap isthmus for about two miles before it joins the main-
land. Here we put ashore and camped. Gulls of various
kinds were numerous, and we killed a great many.

Aug. Igtlg. The wind continued to blow hard; at nine
o’clock we had a squall and light shower. When the wind
fell, we carried our canoe and baggage across the isthmus,
and loaded. The wind rose again, but as it was fair, we
hoisted sail and scudded on fast. The wind increased; we
took in a double reef. Still we had too much sail, and were
in great danger. We furled our sail, leaving only about a
foot of canvas spread, which even then required two men to
support the mast and keep the yard from being carried
away. On the shore, which would not admit of our land-
ing, I observed a nine-gallon keg, which I supposed to be
empty; but, in a short time, I saw another of the same
kind. I then suspected them to be part of a cargo that
had been wrecked in the late gales. We proceeded until
we came to the Point of the Détour, where the wind was
directly ahead. While some of my people were pitching
camp, I went with two men to examine the kegs, and found
them full of high wine—belonging to our Athabasca
brigade. 1 found also two newly broken paddles, which
made me suppose that some of our canoes had been cast
away at this point. We returned to camp with the two
kegs. We found abundance of excellent raspberries, just
ripe, and had good sport shooting gulls and ducks.

Aug. 20th. At sunrise the wind had abated and it soon
fell dead calm; but there was still a heavy sea. However,
we made out to load and embark, and came on to Moose
Nose island, where we shot some ducks and gulls, with
which the shore was almost covered. The wind sprang up
again. We hoisted sail, came on with a pleasant breeze
aft past Horse islands, and soon entered the mouth of the
Saskatchewoine,” or, as the French call it, Riviere du Pas.

30 Copy wavers in spelling the word, ending with -woine, -waine, -wine,
-wane, -win, -wan. It isas often as not in its present fixed form, to which I have
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The Saskatchewan .is here a fine broad stream, which
enters the lake with a sw1ft current from S. to N. The lake
shore to the N. and N. W. appears more elevated than that
upon the S. We crossed to the W. side, and proceeded up
river with poles to the foot of the first rapids, where we
took towing-lines up the Grand rapids.® Here we saw the

hitherto uniformly adjusted it ; and I shall continue to do so, after this instance.
The word means *‘ swift flowing” river, and its forms are of course very num-
erous—initial s variant to s%, the £ and hard ¢ interchangeable, etc., besides the
substitution of % or o% for w in French usages, and fluctuation of every one of
the vowels. Forms like Kisiskatchewan or Kisiscachiwin are said to be nearer
the aboriginal word. Harmon renders Sisiscatchwin. Tanner has Saskawja-
wun, Saskutchawin, Saskowjawun, and Saskawjewun. One of the more re-
mote from present spellings which I have found is Kejeechewon. The early
F. travelers bequeathed us a different name for the river, derived from a cer-
tain place on it, in such forms as Poskoiac, Pasquayah, Pasquia, Basquia, etc.
Riviére du Pas, sometimes in Henry aux Pas, and du Pass, is explained be-
yond in its application to this great waterway or thoroughfare, of which Lake
‘Winnipeg is the main reservoir. The Saskatchewan corresponds to British
America as the Missouri does to the United States ; both are rivers of the first
magnitude and importance in the vast drainage area eastward from the Rocky
mts.—the one to turn at last into Hudson’s bay through Nelson r., the other
into the Gulf of Mexico through the Mississippi. The Saskatchewan drains
the whole range of the Rocky mts. from the Athabascan waters on the N. to
those of the Missouri on the S., its uttermost sources being on the Continental
Divide. Some of its southernmost tributaries, as Belly r. and St. Mary’s, gather
their waters over the boundary of the United States, ranging alongside head-
waters of Milk r., a tributary of the Missouri ; all the rest, in British America.
The Saskatchewan has two main courses before these unite in one ; they are
the South Saskatchewan and North Saskatchewan, which compare vnth each
other much as the Yellowstone may be said to compare with the Missouri above
their confluence. Belly r. and Little Bow r. unite, and join Bow r., in Alberta,
to compose the South Saskatchewan ; this is joined by Red Deer r. in Assini-
boia, near long. 1099 50’ ; the stream continues E. and then turns N, into the
District of Saskatchewan, The North Saskatchewan flows through Alberta and
on throughout the district of Saskatchewan ; its principal tributary, high up, is
Battle r.; there are many others, but no very large ones. Junction of the N.
and S. Saskatchewan is effected in Tp. 49, R. xxii, W. of the 2d initial meridian,
near long. 105°. One of the most practically important points about the main
Saskatchewan is its connection, in the vicinity of Cumberland House, with the
great chain of lakes by means of which a waterway is afforded both to Missinipian
and Athabascan streams. 'We shall follow Henry up the noble river, and take
the N. Saskatchewan to his destination, noting many interesting things as we go.

%1 Henry entered the river by rounding a low gravelly beach, and went S. 2
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vast numbers of pelicans that resort to the foot of those
rapids, where I am told there is an abundance of fish of vari-
ous kinds, particularly sturgeon. Loaded canoes generally
discharge half their load, and make two trips; but as my
canoe was light we went on without loss of time, and after
a tedious walk along a rough, ugly shore, with loose stones,
and perpendicular banks of clay, we arrived at Grand Rapid
portage. The opposite [south] shore is almost a contin-
uous high bank of limestone of different colors. Before the
canoes arrived I went to see as much as I could of the falls
or rapids that occasion this portage. I did not find them
nearly so bad as I had been given to understand. There is
no particular fall, but a succession of descents, especially
on the S. side, where I would not hesitate 2a moment to run
down a canoe with half her cargo. On my return I found
the canoes had arrived, and the people were busy carrying
the baggage over the portage. This is upward of a mile
long, but would be a very good road, were it not that the
H. B. Co. from York Factory, with large boats, are in the
habit of laying down a succession of logs from one end to
the other for the purpose of rolling their boats over. This
is a nuisance to our people, frequently causing accidents
which endanger their lives. It was quite dark before we
got everything over. We experienced much annoyance
from mosquitoes, and had rain during the night.

Sunday, Aug. 2rst. At daybreak the rain continued,

m., having on each side low-lying land heavily wooded with balsam-fir and pop-
lar. Before reaching the rapids he turned W., and so continued tarough them
for 2 m., then curving N. W. on the portage. The rapids are formed by the
passage of the river through a limestone plateau which presents a high steep
bank on both sides of the river ; the stratification is horizontal, and 25 ft. above
the surface of the water. The total length of the rapids, usually called 3 m., is
2 m. and 56% chains ; the total descent of wateris 43% feet. The portage is
on the right hand going up, left bank, toward the upper end of the rapids ; its
length is a little over a mile, and used to be reckoned about 2,100 paces; in
this distance the fall of water is 284 feet, leaving only 15 fzet for all the rest of
the rapid descent; the bank along the portage isa light clay containing lime-
stone bowlders, and very steep. Boats can also be towed or ‘“ tracked ” up the
S. side of the river, opp. the portage, with parts of their cargoes. '
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with thunder and lightning; however, we loaded and em-
barked. The current is here very swift, and we had diffi-
culty in getting on with poles. After going about a league
we crossed to the S. side and soon came to the portage, or
rather the décharge, of Roche Rouge,” where our canoes
were towed up with lines, without unloading. Here we all
embarked, and paddled over to the range of islands, where
we found a very strong rapid which we ascended with poles,
and soon entered Lac Traverse [Cross lake].” Asthe wind
blew strong aft, we hoisted sail and scudded before a fine
breeze. This is a treacherous little lake when the wind is
thus from below, there being a current-which, when count-
eracted by the wind, causes a dangerous chopping sea ; sev-
eral instances are known of people throwing pieces over-
board to save their lives. We were obliged to double-reef
our sail before we got over, and then had a narrow escape
from swamping. This lake is about two leagues across;
the country round it appears low; the shores are mostly
covered with a black or gray rock, in some places loosely
piled, in others forming solid masses. There are many
islands on the N. side, which prevents us from seeing the
full extent of the lake. We presently came to the Grande
Décharge [Cross Lake rapids],” up which our canoes were
towed with the line without unloading, although the water

22 Red Rock rapids begin about 23 m. from the portage, above a rippling
shoal, and extend for one mile, during which space the descent of water is 734
feet, with a deep, smooth current of 3 to 3} m.an hour. They are run by
loaded boats without difficulty. The * range of islands” which Henry men-
tions are a mile further ; the rapid there is 10 chains long, with a fall of 214
feet. Then Cross 1. is almost immediately entered.

% Lac Traverse or Cross 1. is so named as being & fravers, or athwart the
river, which enters and leaves it due W. to E., near its S. end. It is crossed
from exit to entrance in about 3 m., but its length N. to S. along its major axis
is 15 m. or more. It containc a large island in its upper part, but this is several
miles off the route.

24 These rapids are generally run down with full loads, and towed up with
part loads; or a portage is made on the N. side of 230 yards, in which space
the fall is 414 feet; including the quick water below, the total descent is 5%
feet. A range of islands is passed at this point. '
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runs here with great velocity. Having got safe up, all
hands embarked, and we proceeded with poles and paddles
alternately ; ascending several small rapids through a cluster
of islands and winding channels for about two miles, when
we came to the entrance of Lac Bourbon or Cedar lake.”

2 Present Cedar 1., first Lac Bourbon, dating from the time Verendrye es-
tablished Fort Bourbon there in 1749 or a little earlier (he died Dec. 6th, 1749).
This was said to have been at the mouth of the Poskoyac, i. ¢., of the Sas-
katchewan, and hence has been sometimes accredited to the shore of Lake Win-
nipeg, where the river finally debouches. But in those days the Saskatchewan,
or at any rate the Poskoyac, was taken to end in Cedar 1., and the part of the
stream up which we have come was called Bourbon r. In fact, the discharge of
Lake Winnipeg into Hudson’s bay, by present York or Nelson r., was in early
times known as R. Bourbon ; and a fort built by the French in 1676, and
rebuilt by them in 1682, at or near site of York Factory, was named Fort Bour-
bon. This double employ of the name has caused some confusion. Cedar 1. is
itself a pretty old name for this body of water. It dates back nearly to 1763,
when the French régime was exchanged for English dominion in the N. W,
For a short time nobody went much beyond Lake Superior, but in 1770
Thomas Curry of Montreal journeyed to Fort Bourbon, with guides, interpreters,
and four canoes, and wintered 1770-71. This pioneer of all the English
traders was satisfied with his venture, and never repeated it ; but he was imme-
diately succeeded by James Finlay, who in 1771 went as far as Nipawi, then the
last F. settlement on the Saskatchewan. The Anglo-Saxon soon spread over
the country, the way to which had been led by the Romance race. Thus Cedar
1. was entered Oct. 3d, 1775, by the elder Henry, in company with J. Frobisher
and T. Frobisher, who had besn stemming the “current of the Bourbon™ for
two days, and he speaks of ‘‘ Lake de Bourbon, called by the English, after the
Indians, Cedar Lake. . . At the north end there was, in the French time, a
fort or trading house, called Fort de Bourbon, and built by M. de Saint-
Pierre,” ¢. ¢., Pierre Gaultier de Varennes, Le Sieur de Verendrye. Henry
adds that at and adjacent to this fort are *‘ several of the mouths of the river
Sascatchiwaine,” showing where the river was supposed to end in his day.
Unmfreville says, p. 146 of his Hudson’s Bay, etc., pub. 17g0: *‘I passed the
winters of the years 1784, 1785, 1786, and 1787, on a large river, which empties
itself by many branches into that lake which is laid down in maps by the name
of lake Bourbon. This lake was improperly called so by the French, when in
possession of Canada ; but its real name is the Cedar lake, and it is thus named
by the Indians, on account of that kind of wood being found thereon.” Sir A.
McKenzie speaks, p. lxviii, of Fort Bourbon, ‘‘situated on a small island,
dividing this [Cedar 1.] from Mud-Lake.” One of several small islands in that
situation is still known as Fort isl. Thompson’s MS. of 1793 speaks of the ‘‘ old
Canadian house ” at the end of the lake, as he was going up. The N, W. Co.
had also a fort on Cedar 1., which Harmon says was abandoned in 1802 ; our
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Here we found four tents of Mashquegons [Swampy
Indians], who generally reside at Moose lake,” about 20
leagues to the N. They gave us the flesh of a fat buck
moose for some rum and tobacco. We entered the lake
with a strong head wind about S., and proceeded with much
labor until we came opposite Pointe de Ligvre, or Rabbit
point,” where the lake opened to the W., and a deep bay on
the S. prevented our crossing at once. I expected to find
the small band of Saulteurs who generally summer here
and when autumn approaches return to Red Deer river to
winter. "I found a freeman and his family who informed
me that the Indians had been gone three days, and that he
supposed them still engaged in making Swamp [East Mossy]
portage. This lies at the S. end of Cedar lake, about nine
miies hence, and is the route by which the H. B. Co. crafts
from York Factory proceed to Swan river. I desired to see
these Indians on some particular business, but it would have
retarded my voyage too much to go after them. At four
o’'clock the wind came round from the E.; we hoisted sail
and passed Pointe de Lievre. The wind increased as the
sun went down; before we could reach Isle de la Traverse,

author does not mention this, but Thompson maps * N. W. Co. 0” on the W.
shore of the lake. The Warrows, leading E. from the lake, is the site of Cedar
Lake house of the H. B. Co., built 1858, on the W, bank. The lake is of
somewhat rectangular figure, with a deep bay on the N. side. The river en-
ters by several mouths in marshes at the N. W. corner, and leaves near the
middle of the E. side ; the traverse between these two points is about 20 m.
direct. The lake is directly N. of Lake Winnipegoosis, and so close that
portages are made from one to the other. These are known as E. and W.
Mossy portages. At East Mossy portage, the one Henry presently mentions as
Swamp portage, the two lakes are 3 m. and 76 chains apart, and it is but little
further by the present wagon road, which leads to the post or store of the H.
B. Co. on the shore of Lake Winnipegoosis. The white cedar which gives name
to the lake is 7%uja occidentalis.

% Lac Orignal or Lac & 1'Orignal of the French, now as then Moose 1. of the
English. But it lies nearer 20 m. than ‘‘20 leagues” of Cedar 1., and due N,
It discharges southward by Moose Lake r. into the Saskatchewan, near the en-
trance of the latter into Cedar 1.

* Or, also, Hare pt. which I have once found as Hair pt. by error ; a tongue
of land on the N., or Henry’s right as he goes W.
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which lies in the crossing, it blew a gale, and we expected
every moment our canoe would be swamped. We reefed
our sail down to two feet, and even that was more than the
canoe could carry with safety. Having reached the island,
we ‘put ashore under the lee; but it was so very small and
narrow as to scarcely shelter us from the swell, and not at
all from the wind. We could not pitch tents on account of
the gale and lack of suitable soil to drive the pickets in; for
this little strip of an island is covered with loose stones and
low brush. Pigeons were plentiful on our arrival, but they
instantly left; we saw also a few outardes and ducks, with
great flocks of gulls. The shores of this lake appear low;
there are several large bays about it, and a number of
islands, some of which are quite large, with rocky shores.
Wild fowl are plentiful, and I am told sturgeon abound.

Aug. 22d. At sunrise the wind abated; we embarked,
but soon after we left the island a W. wind sprang up,
which obliged us to leave our direct course and steer into
the bay on the N., where we found shelter on an island.
We unloaded, and, the weather being fine, spread out our
things to dry, most of our baggage having got wet yester-
day while we were under sail. At one o'clock the wind fell,
and everything being dry we embarked in a delightful calm.
When we came to the cluster of islands we put ashore on
one of them to procure cedar to repair our canoes next
spring, as no wood of that kind is found beyond this lake.
Pine is therefore used in making and repairing canoes in the
N. departments, but it makes them very weighty.

The wind having sprung up from the E., we hoisted sail,
and soon passed old Fort Bourbon, near which we entered
one of the channels of the Saskatchewan.” The country is

9 The place where the Saskatchewan finally discharges into Lake Winnipeg
does not seem to have altered much in historic times; but the delta of the
mighty river which Henry now enters from Cedar 1. is continually chang-
ing to such an extent that topographical details of his day may have but a gen-
eral resemblance to those now existent. This throws the absolute position of

old Fort Bourbon a little in the air, or under water, perhaps, though there is,
of course, no question of its location on the W, side of Cedar 1., ¢ at the mouth
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very low—nothing but an extensive marsh covered with
reeds and long grass. There are several different channels,
in all of which the current isstrong. This place is a famous
sturgeon fishery at all seasons. We ascended the channel
to Lac Vaseux,” and as the wind continued fair, we hoisted
sail and came on through the lake. On Isle aux Festion®
there was a tent of Mashquegons, but we did not stop; they
came off in a small canoe and brought us some wild fowl,
for which we gave them liquor. The wind increased as the
sun went down, and we had all our canoes could bear.
When' it became quite dark we found ourselves astray,
unable to discover the entrance of any one of the numerous
channels of the Saskatchewan which empty into this lake,
We repeatedly ran aground upon mud banks, and could
see no dry land on which to camp. Having paddled and
dragged our canoe about until my men were quite harassed,
I ran her in among the rushes for the night. Here we were
sheltered from the wind, which continued to blow hard. I
sounded and found eight feet of water. Soon after we had

of the Saskatchewan.” The H. B. Co. maintaifis a post on the S. side of the
present main channel of the delta. Above the delta for several miles the river
can hardly be said to have any main channel. It comes through a maze of
interlacing collateral branches in mud flats or muskegs only a foot or two above
average water level, liable to annual overflow and to shift after any such inun-
dation. However, some notable features will appear as our author flounders
through this swamp.

22 The correct F. name, found in various corruptions, as Vasé of Thompson’s
MS.; Vase, etc. Mud or Muddy 1. of the E. is its present name. This is a
special overflow lake of varying dimensions, according to rise of water, but of
no great size, and mainly on the right hand going up, close above the delta.

% So copy, evidently in grammatical error. I am inclined to read Isle aux
Festins, Island of Festivals, also called Kettle isl., and Drum or Devil’s Drum
isl. A passage of Fleming’s in Hind’s Rep. Expl. of 1858, p. 75, throws light
on the situation. This writer is describing Muddy 1., 2and adds: * This island
is a favorite camping and fishing place of the Swampy Indians, there being on
it a clump of good sized poplar, the only timber fit for fuel for miles around ;
and here they hold their great councils, dog feasts, and medicine dances. The
name in Swampy is Kash-ke-bu-jes-pu-qua-ne-sking, signifying ‘ Tying the
mouth of a drum.”” Fleming also notes here a low limestone exposure in situ,
and his map legends *‘ Great Indian Camping Place.”
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taken our berths for the night a thunderstorm from the W.
made our bad situation worse.

Aug. 23d4. At daybreak the weather was clear, but we
had a gale directly ahead. We renewed our search for a
channel, and after a tediousspell of hauling the canoe over
mud, into which the men more than once sunk up to the
middle, we made an entrance, up which we proceeded.
At eleven o’clock we found a spot of dry land, called
Pine island, where we put ashore for a much-needed break-
fast, after the disagreeable night and morning we had
passed. The country appeared to be the same as below—
a continuous marsh on every hand, though wood is seen at
a distance on both sides. Having refreshed ourselves, we
embarked and stemmed the strong current, soon coming to
where the banks began to be covered with willow and other
wood; but the same marshy country continued. To all
appearance the banks are overflowed annually, about mid-
summer, in consequence of the melting of snow on the
Rocky mountains, and this inundation makes mud into
which one sinks knee-deep. We shot a number of wild
fowl during the day—outardes, ducks, pelicans, and some
pigeons, of which we saw great numbers; and at sunset we
put ashore to camp. During the night we heard dogs
barking up the river.

Aug. 24th. At an early hour we were upon the water.
We soon came to a tent of freemen, but only stopped to
learn who they were. At eleven o’clock we entered the
main channel of the Saskatchewan, and soon after reached
the Pas.” This place may be called the first real dry land

3! We have thus got out of the extensive alluvial lowland, with its string of
marshes and overflow lakes. The last one of these is now known as Muskrat
1., in which is an island of the same name. Near this dilatation of the river is
the mouth of one of the discharges from the Lac Orignal or Moose 1. of note %,
this chapter. Rounding a long well-marked bend to the N., we are presently
brought to the Pas. Thisis a notable place, close tr. the mouth of Riviére au
Pas or Pasquia r., site of the present Pas Mission or Cumberland Station, and
Indian reserve, on the S. side of the Saskatchewan. The Pas was the location
of old Fort Poskoyac or Poscoiac, built by the French before 1755. This
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we have found since we left Lac Bourbon. The little
[Pasquia] river of Montagne du Pas [Pasquia hills] comes in
here on the S. Formerly the French had an establishment
on this spot, some traces of which are still to be seen. It
was also a place of general rendezvous for the different
tribes of Indians previous to the smallpox, when they were
very numerous and troublesome to the traders in passing.
We found one tent, containing a Mashquegon family, from
whom we got some dried meat, and continued on to Carrot **
river, at whose entrance we found a freeman tented. He
had passed part of the summer up this river, where there

establishment, no doubt the one of which Henry saw the traces, derived its
name from that of an Indian village. Thus the elder Henry, when he was
here with the two Frobishers in Oct., 1775, speaks of a river into which he
turned, and found ‘‘ the Pasquayah village” of 30 circular leather tents, under a
chief Chatique or Pelican, who obtained rum by a show of force, after a stormy
conference. This river was the present Pasquia r., coming N. from the hills
of the same name—R. au Pas of our author, R. du Pas of various other
writers, lettered ‘‘ Pasquiaw R.” on Thompson’s map. The implication of this
F. term is not the Indian word Pasquia, but the passage or crossing of the
Saskatchewan, which was habitually made at the mouth of Pasquia r., and to
which this river led from the S., as might be inferted from our text. But both
the Indian and the French here in question have been frequent synonyms of the
Saskatchewan itself,or of so much of the great river as was known in French
times, Pasquia r. empties in the S. E. corner of projected Tp. 56, R. xxvii, W.
of the princ. merid., according to the best map before me. Fleming renders the
name Basquia, and gives an account of the mission as he found it in 1858.
. 3 Carrot r. is the largest tributary of the lower Saskatchewan. Its mouth is
only 2 or 3 m. above that of the Pasquia, on the same side, and in the same
township. Carrot r. heads as far W. as the third initial meridian, or long.
106° W., in a number of small lakes closely approximated to the South Sas-
katchewan in the vicinity of Batoche, where its ultimate source seems to be as
near the latter river as that of the Qu’Appelle, commented on in note 6, p. 300. It
runs on the whele about E. N. E., skirting the Pasquia hills on their N. side, and
draining nearly all the country between these hills and the Saskatchewan. The
hills form the watershed between Carrot r. and that Red Deer r. which falls into
Lake Winnipegoosis. Carrot r. runs through some lakes in the upper part of
its course, one of them called Waterhen 1., and receives many tributaries, but
none of very marked size. Carrot r. is connected with the Saskatchewan by
the long Seepanock channel, which starts from the other river near Pasquitinow
hills. Carrot r. is found on some maps and in some texts as Root r.—but
whether the carrot has grown from the root, or the root been clipped from the
carrot, may be a question, Thompson calls it Seepanok r.: see his map.
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were several salt springs, and had made a considerable
quantity of salt, which he had brought to dispose of to our
men on their way to the interior, where this article is not
found. We proceeded to the Grand Remous,” where we
camped. The land continues low on both sides of the river,
but is well wooded with liard, poplar, ash, and willow.
Opposite our camp, on the N. side, rising ground approaches
within half a mile of the river. This is the first high land
we have seen for some time.

Aug. 25tk. Early we embarked. The very strong cur-
rent, with a continued head wind, made it hard work for the
men. At sunset we camped at the Barrier,” a small river
which comes in on the N., at the entrance of which there
was formerly a famous whitefish fishery; but, for what
reason I cannot say, very few are now taken.

Aug. 26th. Before day we embarked, and about two
leagues from camp we met a tent of Mashquegons, but did
not stop. We soon came to Little English * river, which

3 Big Eddy of the English, at a place called the Round Turn, where the

river makes a sharp bend on account of the high land which Henry presently
mentions. It is a wooded ridge about s0ft. high. In this vicinity two sizable
lakes lie close alongside the river and discharge into it. The lower and larger
of these is Indian Pear Island 1., on the S. and W. The other is Aticamake or
‘Whitefish 1., on the E. side of which is now an Indian reserve. Both these
lakes, Carrot r., and Pasquia r. empty so close together that all four of these
discharges are within the limits of the same township. Between the two lakes
the river is ascended in a direction nearly N., though with many minor flexuosi-
ties, and continues 22 m. in the same direction, up to a point now called the
Great Bend. This is the most northerly degree (near 54°) the main Sas-
katchewan reaches anywhere; and thence the course up river is S. W. to the
next point Henry mentions.
- ¥ ‘“ Barrier ” does not imply any natural obstructlon to navigation, but was
in those days a usual name of a fish-weir set across a stream. Barrier r. is
called by Thompson and others Fishing Weir [ Fishing Wier” on his map],
and is marked on present maps as Fishing Water cr. It is a small stream or
channel which comes S. E. from the strait between the two lakes soon to be
mentioned, and falls through the small Barrier 1. into the Saskatchewan, In
high water it affords a canoe passage from the Saskatchewan into the lake on
which Cumberland House is situated. The mouth of Fishing Weir cr. is about
15 m. above Great Bend.

3 Before reaching which Henry passes, unnoticed, a small stream on his left
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falls into the Saskatchewan from the N. W. We here leave
the latter river to proceed to our dépét on the lake ™ at the

hand, formed by the confluence of Birch r. and Petabec r., respectively from
two small lakes called Swan and Goose. His Little English r., called simply
Little r. by Thompson, is present Tearing r., a small side-stream or channel,
which falls into the Saskatchewan about 13 m. above Fishing Weir cr., and,
like the latter, connects the strait between the two large lakes next mentioned
with the main course of the Saskatchewan. It was called English r. as being
the waterway which the H. B. Co. took to proceed directly to their early and
long celebrated establishment—Cumberland House—as Henry does in the
present instance. Fishing Water cr., Tearing r., and yet another further on,
now called Bigstone r., are all three of them similar collateral channels
between the Saskatchewan and the large lake-system on which Cumberland
House is situated. Opposite the mouth of Tearing r. is now an Indian
reserve, on the S. side of the main river.

% This body of water is specially notable as the largest one in immediate
connection with the Saskatchewan above Cedar 1., as longest the location of
the most important establishment, and as the initial one of the great chain of
lakes which offer a practicable thoroughfare to Missinipian and Athabascan
waters—in larger words, to Hudson's bay and the Arctic ocean. It has had
various names, successively or simultaneously. The earliest is probably the abo-
riginal word for sturgeon, whence Lac & IEturgeon of the French, and Stur-
geon 1. of the English. Thus the elder Henry, writing of Oct. 26th, 1775, says,
P- 259: * We reached Cumberland House, . . . seated on Sturgeon Lake., ..

" built the year before by Mr. [Samuel] Hearne, who was then absent on his

well-known journeyof discovery. We found it garrisoned by Highlanders from
the Orkney Islands, and under the command of a Mr, Cockings,” etc. The
Indian nameis rendered Namew. Thompson has Cumberland 1., in 1793 and
later; Franchére says English 1.  Both these terms are obviously due to the H. B.
Co. occupancy. But Sturgeon continued to be the usual name for many years,
till at length it was restricted to the principal N. E. offset of the main body of
water, and the latter took its present designation, Pine Island 1. Its three
connections with the Saskatchewan, by the Bigstone, Tearing, and Fishing
‘Water channels, have been already noted. It receives from the W. Big Stur-
geon ., a stream which skirts the Saskatchewan on the N. for many miles, from
Candle and other lakes; it also receives Swampy r. from the same general
direction. The E. side of the lake is prolonged in a broad channel eastward

.and then northward past Whitey's Narrows into present Sturgeon or Namew

1. The N. end of the latter receives the single discharge of Malign or Sturgeon
Weir r. and of Rat r., which unite just before entering it. Sturgeon Weir r.
comes from the N. W. and conducts in that direction, through Amick or Beaver
1., Ridge r., and many others, to the old Portage de Traite or Trade portage,
to the Missinipi r., variously called also Churchill r., English r., and, at one
time, Danish r. This is the immense system of waters—or chain of lakes con-
nected by streams—which at its W. extremity connects by Methy portage with
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N. end of this little river. We began to ascend it; found the
current very strong, with a winding passage among a num-
ber of channels, along which no kind of wood is to be seen.
The land is low, covered with reeds, rushes, and long grass.
On the banks grow .some small willows, behind which
appear many ponds and small lakes, full of wild fowl. At
twelve o’clock we came to Petit Lac Vaseux, or Little Mud
lake, which is a small body of water like the lake of that
name already passed, but not nearly so large. From the
middle of this lake we had a full view of Montagne du Pas,
or Pasquiaw mountain, S. E. from us about 12 leagues. It
is one proof of the extreme lowness of the country through
which we have passed, that those hills were not seen until
we reached this lake. Having worked our way through
this shallow lake, we entered a small channel, like that
below; the current very strong, and in several places inter-
cepted by shoals of clay, mud, and stones. At the entrance
to Sturgeon [present Pine Island] lake we put ashore on an
island, whose black, rocky shore gave us reason to suppose
we could put our feet once more on terra firma. Upon this
island our north-bound brigades generally unload and pro-
ceed to Cumberland House for their supply of provisions;
which, having brought, they load, and proceed N. along
Sturgeon [or present Namew] lake about 12 leagues
to the entrance of Riviere Maligne [Bad, Malign, or Stur-
geon Weir river]; then up this river, and through a succes-
sion of lakes and rivers, to their respective destinations—

the Athabascan system, and on the other hand runs into Hudson’s bay. The
Rat r. just said leads the voyageur N. E., into a region formerly known as the
Rat River country, where, by one chain of rivers, lakes, and portages, access is
had to the Missinipi again, and by another to York or Nelson r. We have
brought Henry from the Red River of the North by water up to Cumberland
House ; we could bring him down to this place from the Rocky mts. In fine,
we are here in the focus of a vast network of waters whose strands radiate in
every direction. A canoe could start from this house, and with no portage of
more than a day’s length could be launched on the Arctic ocean, Hudson’s
bay, Gulf of St, Lawrence, or Gulf of Mexico; and, without much greater
interruption, could be floated on to the Pacific ocean.
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some even to the Columbia, and others to McKenzie's
river. It is this vast extent of country from which the N.
W. Co. may be said tc draw their treasures, It is true,
profits arise from the trade in other parts, eastward; but
nothing in comparison to what we obtain from the Atha-
basca country. :

We embarked with a fair wind, found the lake very
shallow, and frequently got aground in the mud. The
distance was about one league from our entrance of the lake
to Cumberland House,” where we arrived at 3 p. m. Here
we put ashore at our establishment.

¥ This famous name has designated several things which need to be discrimi-
nated. ‘here have been more than one Cumberland House of the H. B,
Co. itsel”; and when these posts had become well known, ¢ Cumberland
House ” - as already a place-name, as well as the name of a H. B. Co. post;
and other establishments, both of the N, W. Co. and X. V. Co., were kaown as
‘“ Cumberland ” houses. Thus our text presently speaks of the N. W. Co.
house here, but by no name of itself.” This house in Henry’s and Harmon’s
time stood 100 rods or a few hundred paces from that of the H. B. Co.;
it was maintained by the N. W. Co. till the fusion of 1821. Harmon was
there Sept. 5th, 1805, and went higher up ; he arrived there again Sept. 11th,
1806, to winter 1806-07; he found David Thompson and James Hughes, en
route from Kaministiquia to Fort des Prairies, and the H. B. Co. house was
in charge of Peter Fidler at that time. At date of Sept. sth, 1805, Harmon,
P. 146, says of ** Cumberland House ”: ** this fort stands on the north [?] side
of a considerable lake, called by the natives, who in this vicinity are Musca-
goes, Sturgeon lake. . . This post was established, 33 years since, by Mr.
Joseph Frobisher.” But this was another than the Cumberland House
usually so called ; for we are told that in 1774 Hearne was charged by the H.
B. Co. to build ‘“Fort Cumberland ” near where Frobisher's house had been
built in 1772 or 1773 ; whereupon, Cumberland House was built by Samuel
Hearne in 1774, the year before he went on his wonderful journey toward
the Arctic ocean. The elder Henry says explicitly it was built by Hearne the
year before he (Henry) came there, Oct. 26th, 1775. Sir A. McKenzie, p.
ix, says it was built by the H. B, Co. in 1774, *‘ and not till then,” he adds -
pointedly ; he calls the position the ‘E. bank of Sturgeon 1., and assigns lat.
53° 56' N., long. 102° 15’ W. David Thompson was repeatedly at Cumber-
land House ; we possess his ‘‘ Meteorological and Astronomical Observations at
Cumberland House situated in the interior Parts of Hudson’s Bay in Latitude
53° 563’ N. Longitude 102° 13' W.,” from Oct. 10th, 1789, to Aug. 3Ist,
1790 ; his journey from Cumberland House to York Factory in 1790 ; his
journey from York Factory past Cumberland House to Buckingham house, .
extending from Sunday, Sept. 1ist, 1793, to Friday, Nov. 28th, 1793 ; his
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This post is kept up by us less for the purpose of
trade than for the convenience of a dépét to supply our
northern brigades. In the spring we bring down the
Saskatchewan to this place from 300 to 500 bags of pem-
mican, and upward of 200 kegs of grease; part of the latter
is. taken to Fort William, while the whole of the former is
required for our people going out in the spring and coming
back in the fall. The H. B. Co. have a more permanent
establishment here than ours, and may be said to have
all the. trade in their own hands—I believe the sole
instance of the kind in the N. W. Many reasons may be
given why the N. W. Co. allowed them to monopolize the
trade of this place, which is of no great advantage to us.
A principal one is the superabundant stock of provisions,
pemmican, grease, etc.,, which the H. B. Co. receive
annually from the Saskatchewan; for, as they have no
northern brigades to supply, this affords them every means
of satisfying throughout the year the wants of the natives,

journey from Buckingham house past Cumberland House to York Factory,
from Friday, May 16th, 1794, to Friday, July s5th, 1794 ; and in later years
find him at Cumberland House repeatedly, en route to and from various places.
In his journal of 1793, when he was going W., he notes a certain Goose
Creek portage, whence he says it was by land 134 m. N. 67° E. to “‘o2d”
Cumberland House, ‘‘in the lake,” and then 1 m, N. 64° W, to the place
where the *‘ #ew” buildings had been erected. Again, coming down the
Saskatchewan in 1794, he notes a certain Gull portage and Cumberland 1.,
whence he makes it % m. S, 79° E. to the ‘‘ new settlement,” and then 1 m.
S.64° E. to the ““ old house.” Once more, at date of Friday, June 234, 1797,
he speaks of ‘‘the point on which stands the new Cumberland House,” at
which he found Mr. Campbell and Mr. Bird on his arrival at the date:
said. Thompson left the H. B. Co. and entered the N. W. Co. May
23d, 1797; this Campbell was of the N. W, Co.; and as all three
of Thompson’s ‘‘new” posts are one and the same house of the N, W,
Co., we learn that this must have been founded in 1793, or earlier.
One element of ambiguity in recorded positions of Cumberland House is
that it has often been said to be ‘‘ on Pine island,” ‘‘in Pine Island lake,”
though any map shows it on what appears to be the S. shore of the lake, with
no Pine isl. in sight. But this Pine isl. is simply the great area isolated by
the lake on the N., the Saskatchewan on the S., Bigstone r. on the W,
and Tearing r. on the E. It may be worth while to copy here the clearest
description I have seen, that by Fleming, in Hind's Rep. of 1858, p. 174:
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whose country is wretchedly destitute of game animals.
This lake abounds in sturgeon, which are€ caught in nets,
at all seasons, and on which our people mainly subsist,
winter and summer. Wild fowl are also in great abun-
dance at their proper season. The land around the lake
appears low, and in many places rocky. On the N. is black
or gray stone, and on the S. are the same strata of lime-
stone which have been mentioned already. The English
have excellent gardens here; the soil is good, but covered
with stones, which require hard labor to remove. Barley
grows to perfection; potatoes and all kinds of kitchen
stuffs are raised. .

I remained until near sunset; when, having settled the
place for the winter, and given my people directions con-
cerning the Indians, etc., I embarked, being anxious to
overtake my brigade, which left yesterday. On leaving the
fort, we almost immediately entered a small [Bigstone]
river to the W., which runs nearly S., with a strong current,
for about four miles, when it empties into the Saskatch-

‘¢ Cumberland House, the chief depdt or fort of the Cumberland District of
the Hon. Hudson’s Bay Company is situated on the south shore of Cumberland
or Pine Island Lake; . . . about two miles in an air line north of the
Saskatchewan, on the north side of what is called * Pine Island,” a tract of
land of considerable extent, between the Saskatchewan and Pine Island Lake,
isolated by two branch rivers connecting the lake with the Saskatchewan.
The stream we passed before reaching Pemican Portage is the western con-
nection, and bears the name of Big Stone River; it is about six miles long
by its windings, and about iwo chains wide. When the water of the Sas-
katchewan is high, it passes through this channel or canal into Pine Island
Lake, and when low, the water from the lake flows into the Saskatchewan.
. . The eastern connection is about the same size as Big Stone River and
joins the Saskatchewan some distance below Pemican Portage; it is called
‘ Tearing River,” and is the route followed by the McKenzie River boats,
The Saskatchewan boats go by these rivers when they require to call at
Cumberland.” Fleming’s map is perfectly clear on all these points; so is
Thompson’s, which marks ‘“ N. W. Co.” on the precise site of Cumberland
House, and shows the two rivers iso'ating Pine isl., though neither of them is
lettered. The mouths of Bigstone and Tearing rivers are about 14 m. apart by
way of the Saskatchewan. The Pemican portage above said is the old carry-
ing place between the main river and the house.
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ewan. It was perfectly dark when we arrived at its mouth,
and with some difficulty found a proper place to camp.

The Indians of this place are a band of Mashquegons,
with a few straggling Saulteurs. The former generally
winter below, about Moose lake, and the latter on the S.
side of the Saskatchewan, in the environs of Carrot river
.and Montagne du Pas; they seldom if ever intermix, as the
Mashquegons are afraid of the Saulteurs.

Aug. 27tk. At daybreak we embarked and hoisted sail,
but the wind soon died away; my men took to the paddle,
and at intervals the pole. The river here is broad and
deep, with a very strong current; the. banks are thickly
. covered with liard, ash, poplar, willow, and pine; the’
beach is a fine sand. At two o’clock we met a small canoe
with one of our people on board who had been above, look-
ing after some Indians, and was returning with a few good
furs to Cumberland House, where he will winter. At sun-
set we camped at the lower entrance of Sturgeon river;®
mosquitoes very numerous and troublesome.

Sunday, Aug. 28tk. Early we embarked and were soon
among some islands, at the upper end of which we passed
the upper end of Sturgeon river, which is nothing more
than an arm on the N. side, forming an island about three
leagues in length. This N. channel has obtained the name

38 Henry goes on to explain that what he means is merely a collateral channel
of the Saskatchewan. Thompson and other contemporaneous travelers speak
of passing this Sturgeon r. in navigating the Saskatchewan: but no modern
map I have seen marks any such- connection of Big Sturgeon r. with the Sas-
katchewan. The formation in question may possibly have something to do
with a place I find named Big Nigger bay. Somewhere in the course of to-
day’s voyage Henry passes the site of a post named Hungry Hall. Thompson
notes it in 1794 as 14 m. above Sturgeon r.; it was then operated, and he found
there Messrs. Ross and Thorburn. There were many Rosses, of different com-
panies ; but the only Thorburn I have found was of the N. W. Co., and I infer
that Hungry Hall was'a house of this company : see note !¢, p. 300, for Thor-
burn. But ‘“ Hall” would be an unusual designation of any N. W. Co. house,
and there may have been a house of this Co. at the same place as a H. B. Co.
Hungry Hail. Henry is silent on the subject, unless the *‘ old establishment
he speaks of to-morrow be this one.
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of a river, being at high water navigable for canoes. Wesoon
came to Cate P’te,”” where we put ashore to*gum. At this
place, which is called Barren [Pacquitinow] hill, commences
the first range of high land on this river; on the N., where
the land is elevated to near 100 feet, the soil is yellow sand
covered only with short grass. The hill is a delightful spot,
compared with the low marshy country we have passed, but
the surrounding country looks wretched; it is overgrown

ith the same wood as below, which in many places appears
to have been ravaged by fire, the trees lying across each
other in every direction. At this place a chain of stones
runs across the river, and here we may say that our men
lay aside the paddle for the pole and line, hence even
to the Rocky mountains; for the current is too strong to
paddle, and the bottom, being sand and gravel, affords good
footing for the pole. This facilitates our progress much
more than the paddle would, even were the current less
swift. Having repaired our canoe we embarked and soon
came to the foot of the Grand rapid,” which is nothing
more than an increased velocity of the current, without any
cascades or falls; here we took theline. Two men remained
on board to keep the canoe straight, while the four middle-
men tackled themselves to the towing-line by means of
their portage-slings. These are attached to the line and
passed over one shoulder across the breast and under the

39 ¢¢ Cate pointe” is not French, and I cannot explain the phrase except by
exrror of copy. But there is no question of the place, which is that now known
as Mosquito pt. This is certified by Henry's description of what he calls Barren
hill, the present Pasquitinow hill. At the point said there is a cut-off in the
river, and from nearly opposite the hill starts the Seepanock channel before
mentioned as connecting the Saskatchewan with Carrot r.

40 Squaw. rapid and Tobin’s are lower and upper of two now named in this
part of the river. The only one mentioned by Thompson along here is Grand
rapid ; in 1800 he passed old Fort St. Louis May 29th, Grand rapid May 3oth,
and next day entered Cumberland Lake r. In coming down, in 1808, he left the
Nepoway 8.30 a. m., July 8th, was at Grand rapid 6.30 p. m., same day, and
an hour later at a place he calls Sandy bay. These data nay serve to identify
the rapid which Henry here names. Squaw and Tobin’s are marked on late
maps in Tp. 54, R. x, W, of the 2d init. merid. ’

»
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other arm, by which means the men are enabled to exert
all their strength and are also kept from falling during this
tedious labor. The beach is mostly covered with large and
small stones, and in many places issue springs, near which
the soil is nothing but mire. Into this the men sink knee-
deep, and then suddenly stumble upon the loose round
stones, so that they are frequently in danger of falling or of
breaking the line. I proceeded up this rapid on foot, along
the edge of the wood, where I found quantities of choke-
cherries approaching maturity, and panbians in great abun-
dance. Tracks of cabbrie, moose, and red deer were seen
along the beach. I arrived at the upper end of the rapids
some time before the canoe, although the poor fellows came
at a round trot the whole way. This rapid is occasioned by
a broad chain of stones, which intercepts navigation for
about two miles, when the river resumes its former appear-
ance. Having got safe up, we unloaded and gummed the
canoe, and soon after reloaded and embarked. The river
here spreads into several channels, occasioned by islands
and sand-banks. We passed the remains of an old estab-
lishment, abandoned many years ago. At dark we overtook
Mr. House* of the H. B. Co. from York Factory, bound to
the South Branch of the Saskatchewan, with a large boat
containing about 20 pieces, worked by eight Orkney men.
Here we put up for the night.

Aug. 29th. Before day we were on the water, leaving
our H. B. Co. gentlemen still sound asleep. The island on
which we slept is called Birch island,” there being plenty
of that wood upon it ; that and cypress occur on both sides
of the river in great plenty; the ground appears to be a
yellow sand, in some places much elevated. We passed

41 A Mr. House is noted by Thompson at Fort Vermilion July 18th, 1809,
and Thompson met him in the Rocky mts. near the head of the N. Saskatche-
wan Aug. 8th of that year, with one man and an Indian. Mr. House left Fort
Vermilion for Fort Augustus Sept. 23d, 1809.

42 Big Birch isl. appears on modern maps in Tp. 53, R. xii, W. of the 2d

init. merid. ** The Big Birch Islands” is conspicnously legended on Fleming’s
map of 1858—three of them abreast in a dilatation of the river,
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another old establishment,” where we put ashore to gum.
We re-embarked, and soon arrived at the foot of the line,
[place where the towing-line would be required], where I
was happy to find our brigade of 10 canoes all safe, and
prepared to ascend the strong current before us. Paddle
and pole were now laid aside, the towing-line only to be used
for several days. All hands began to march on a round
trot, through mud and mire and over loose stones, where
every moment I was afraid some of them would break their
necks. We came on about six miles, and camped opposite
an island,* on the N. side.

The river above appears free from islands. The country
on both sides is elevated, and the banks close to the river
have become much higher since we took the line; atevery
bend they come down to the water. The land ahead
appears to rise much, while at a distance below us the
difference in level is equally apparent; still, we have no
falls or cascades—all is one continuous strong current.
Tracks of animals are very numerous along the beach,
including those of bears, both of the common and grizzly
species.

Aug. 30tk. Early this morning we were off, and I had the
satisfaction of taking a comfortable nap without any noise
to disturb me; the canoe glided on as if under easy sail.
The bowman and steersman had only to keep her straight
against the current, which was done with the greatest facil-
ity ; those at the line endured the greatest labor. Theline
was from 40 to 60 fathoms long, and frequently fouled
among the stones and driftwood, which added much to
their toil and trouble. The bank, or range of high land on
each side, which runs parallel with the river, confines the
view on either hand; and this, with the nearly straight
course of the river; whose bends are at a considerable dis-

48 No identification—we are still below the Nepoin house, the first one I can
find by name above Hungry Hall.

4 Henry appears to be in the vicinity of the Two Islands found in Tp. 51, R.
xiv, W. of the 2d init, merid,
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tance apart, gives a far from pleasant sameness to the pros-
pect; while the strong current we have to stem renders
this part of the voyage very tedious. On the topsand sides
of some of the hills are small spots of ground, free from
wood. The country in general appears to be thickly
wooded, but the growth is small, particularly on the N.
side. At noon we passed the old establishment at the Ne-
pawee,” which stands on the S. side. Here, I am told, the

4 Or Nipawi, Nipawee, Nepiwa, Nepoway, Nepoin, Neepoin, Nippewean,
Nepowewin, etc., house, at or near a point on certain rapids in the river,
named in the same variant terms, The word is said by some to mean *‘ wet
place’: compare Nipuwin as a name of Dead r., note %, p. 41. Both the
place and the house are mentioned in various old records, and neither seems
to have ever been lost sight of. 'When Thompson came down in 1808 he passed
the Nepoway at 8.30 a. m., July 8th, having been at Forts St. Louis and La
Corne late the day before. In one of his traverse tables, 1794, he speaks of
‘‘the Neepoin by Mr. Ross,” Nepoin house is also said to have been in charge
of Messrs. Porter and McLeod in 1794 (James Porter, N, W, Co., who was in
Athabasca 1799~1800); and Thompson’s map locates ‘“ N. W. Co. Nepoin.”
Sir A. McKenzie states that the French had a post at Nipawi long before and
at the conquest of Canada in 1763, and says, p. Ixix : ‘‘ There are on this river
five principal factories. . . Nepawi House, South-branch House, Fort-
George House, Fort-Augustus House, and Upper Establishment [Rocky Mt.
house]. There bhave been many others, which, from various causes, have been
changed for these, while there are occasionally others depending on each of
them.” But the very old Nipawi house here in mention may have been Fort
ala Corne, or a post close by this ; such certainly seems to have been the origi-
nal Fort Nippéouing, ascribed to the Verendrye period, ca. 1748. After the
French, James Finlay was the first English trader there ; he had followed the
pioneer Thomas Curry, and wintered 1771-72 at/Nipawi, *‘ the last [upper-
most] French post on the Saskatchewan.” One old post, on the N. side of the
Saskatchewan, in the vicinity of Nepowewin, seems to have been the first to
. acquire the name of Fort des Prairles—a term found before 1757, but later
applied to various different establishments, as trade gradually pushed up river ;
thus, in Thompson's time and our author’s, such high up posts as Forts Vermil-
ion, George, and Augustus were called Fort des Prairies, and any two such in
simultaneous operation were distinguished as Upper and Lower ; but no Fort
des Prairies appears before 1780 higher up than about the position we are now
discussing. Finlay wintered ata Fort des Prairies 1775~76 ; J. B. Cadotte
from S. S. Marie was at the same one in 1775 ; this is also the one which the
elder Henry reached Jan. 25th, 1776, and finally left Mar. 22d, 1776. He de-
scribes it as on the margin of the Pasquayah or Sascatchiwine, where the river
was 200yards wide, with banks 30 ft. high ; as stockaded with poplar or aspen,
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plains are at no great distance from the river; indeed, we
now frequently see barren spots on that side, the banks
appear to increase in height, and the current augments in
velocity [Nepowewin and other rapids]. At sunset we
camped at an Indian tent. The family had gone out for
the meat of a moose, which they soon brought in and gave
to me in return for liquor, which kept them intoxicated all
night. We find amusement in fishing with hook and line
in the eddies, when the men stop to rest and light their
pipes, as they frequently do in the course of the day.

Aug. 31st. At 4 a. m. we were on our march; current
very strong, and frequent rippling points, which required
the greatest exertion of the men at the line and the two in
the canoe with their poles. Such places are occasioned at
every bend, by chains of large stones across the river. At
noon we met a canoe with a Saulteur and his family, whom
I prevailed upon to return with us. At six o’clock we
camped at the spot where the French formerly had an
establishment called Fort St. Louis,* built by St. Luc de la
Corne in a low bottom on the S. side, where some years
ago were still to be seen remains of agricultural implements
and carriage-wheels. Their road to the plains is still to be

to an area of an acre, and having two gates ; 50 to 80 menemployed. He adds
that four different interests were then struggling for trade, and that *‘this fort,
or one which occupied a contiguous site, was formerly known by the name of
Fort aux Trembles,” p. 314. Thompson in 1794 notes a post he calls Isaac’s
house, 93 m. above the Nepoway. For the modern Nepowewin Mission, opp.
modern Fort & la Corne, see next note.

46 This o/d Frenck Fort St. Loulis is the same as Fort La Corne, 3 la Corne,
or de 1a Corne, as would be inferred from the text, and we are fortunate in what
Henry says of it, as it has been much confused with the later Fort St. Louis of
the N. W. Co. Of the old one, C. N. Bell says, Trans. No. 17, Manitoba
Hist. and Sci. Soc., 1885, p. 17: ‘‘ Ft. a la Corne has been known at different
dates as Ft. St. Louis and Nippeween. Ft. a la Corne was built in 1753 by
Mon. de la Corne who commanded all the posts in the Interior.” Some have
located it loosely, much too high up, and even at the forks of the Saskatche-
wan ; but it was below Fort St. Louis of the N. W. Co., to which Henry pres-
ently comes, When Thompson came down river, July 7th, 1808, he passed
the forks at 2.30 p. m. and did not reach Fort La Corne until 6.15 p. m. The -
fort was in fact situated within the present Indian reserve, close to or at the
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seen, winding up a valley on the S. side. The banks of the
river are here of a considerable height, and in many places
destitute of verdure. The ground, having slipped away or
been washed down by the rain, displays on the face of
those banks a sandy soil, interspersed with a few large
round stones ; springs issue in many places, near which the
ground is generally a miry red, white, or yellow clay.
Moose, red deer, cabbrie, and bear tracks were numerous
along the beach. The weather was warm to-day and the
mosquitoes were troublesome; but at sunrise we found a
chilly vapor arising from the river, which caused them to
disappear, and indeed required an additional blanket to keep
us warm. The plains on the S. approach the tops of the
banks, but it cannot be called an open country, as spots of
wood are frequent. Buffalo abound in winter, when the
cold obliges them to leave the plains for shelter among the
hummocks, where they find plenty of good long grass.
Thursday, Sept. 1st. At 4 a. m. we were on the water,
and at nine arrived at an old establishment of our own, which
has been abandoned since 1805, called Fort St. Louis"

mouth of Payoenan cr., and thus about 12 m. in an air line below the forks—
much more by the bends of the river. The position is about the center of Tp.
48, R. xx, W. of the 2d init. merid. In coming up to this place Henry has
passed unnoticed a considerable stream called Englishman r., which falls in
from the N. on the line between Ranges xviii and xix, Tps. 49.

On this identical spot—site of old Fort St. Louis, built by La Corne, 1753—
the H. B. Fort 2 1a Corne was in operation in 1858. Henry Y. Hind dated his
instructions to John Fleming, his assistant surveyor, ‘* Fort 4 la Corne, August
oth, 1858,” and Fleming proceeded to explore the Saskatchewan downward
from this post. It stood on the S. bank ; directly opp. at the same time was
the church or mission called Nipowewin. He calls the distance between this
post and Cumberland house upward of 150 m. by the windings of the river, and
makes the breadth of the river g65 feet at the post.

We thus perceive clearly that the name Nepowewin, with its equivalents, has
at different times designated various places and houses many miles apart, on the
main Saskatchewan below the forks ; and that among these Nepowewin houses
were those that were first called Fort des Prairies.

47 Here we see it took Henry five hours to go up from old Fort St. Louis (or
La Corne) to the N. W. Co. post of the same name. When Thompson came
down, July 7th, 1808, he passed between the two places in 3{ of an hour—s.30
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from its proximity to the old French fort below. Here we
found a band of Saulteurs awaiting our arrival to get their
necessaries, and a freeman with his family. The Indjans
had just killed two red deer, which the women had gone for
with their horses. Here we thought proper to put ashore
and unload for the purpose of making up the outfit for the
South Branch, which is near at hand. Those Indians were
anxious to take their debts and go on the N. side to hunt.
At noon they arrived with the meat, which they gave to me;
their horses appeared lean and miserable. At three o’clock
our business was settled, the canoes were loaded and sent
on, and soon after I proceeded on foot, leaving Mr. De-
coigne* busily giving out debts to the Indians. He will
proceed up the South Branch four days’ journey by the
river to the place where we formerly had an establishment,
and there settle for the winter to trade with the Assini-
boines, Crees, and a few Saulteurs; the two former tribes

to 6.15 p. m. The later Fort St. Louis seems to have been near a little stream
from the S. now called Pine cr. It may be here noted that a certain Fort St.
Louis was built before 1686 on Hudson’s bay (James’ Bay), about the present
site of Moose Factory, at mouth of Moose r., which latter was once known as
Riviére St. Louis.

4 Frangois Decoigne : see note 2, p. 279. The post he was sent to re-estab-
lish is not further indicated by Henry. Harmon, p. 147, Sept. 21st, 1805,
speaks of the South Branch fort of the N. W. Co. as about 120 m. above the
Forks, at a place where the two streams approached within 15 m. of each other,
and of another 6 m. below it, abandoned on account of an attack by Rapid
Indians, when Louis Chattellain was in charge, about 1790, when the H. B. Co.
house in the vicinity was destroyed by the same Indians. This South Branch
fort was built in 1805 ; Harmon wintered there with Wm. Smith and 15 men;
and the H. B. Co. had a house a few hundred paces off. This is alsc the place
where Harmon took to wife a Canadian’s daughter by a Snare Indian woman,
aged 14 years, Oct. 1oth, 1805. The Indians who traded at South Branch fort -
were Crees, Assiniboines, Saulteurs, Muscagoes, and a few Blackfeet. Thomp-
son, on his journey from York Factory to Buckingham house, in 1793, came
up the Saskatchewan, and, at the forks, turned up the South Branch for three
days, reaching a H. B. Co. house of this name Oct. 18th, whence he took
horses overland ; this house was at or near present Batoche.

The French are said to have ascended the South Branch in 1752, when Fort
Jonguiére is supposed to have been built by St. Pierre “‘at the foot of the
Rocky mts.,” perhaps at or near present Calgary on Bow r.
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are at present dispersed in the plains, collecting provisions.
We came on about two leagues and camped. The higher
we proceed the more plenty we find fruit of various kinds;
the women generally keep on by land, during the use of
the line, to gather fruit, which alleviates the labor and
revives the spirits of the men.,

Sept. 2d. At 5 a. m. we set off, and at nine arrived at
the Forks,*” where put ashore to gum on the N. side, facing
the entrance of the South Branch, which comes in from the
S. W. and appears to be the principal one. The people we
left yesterday, who are to proceed up this branch, will have
to use the towing-line until they reach their winter quarters,
as the current is strong and rapid the whole way. At eleven
we proceeded up the North Branch, which here comes from
the N. W. The stream is much contracted between high
banks on both sides, the current is stronger than below the
forks, rapids are more frequent and some of them danger-
ous, requiring the utmost exertion of the men at the line
and in the canoe with the poles. The course of the
river is more crooked than below the junction of the two
streams, and the descent much greater. We met an Indian
who had killed a buck moose, about a mile from the river.
I dispatched eight men for the meat, which I divided

4 The confluence of the N. and S. Saskatchewan has been already noted,
p- 462. The South Branch is rather the main river, as Henry says; but the
other is the one which has usually been so considered and called the Saskatche-
wan without qualification, perhaps only because it was the most traveled and
settled, thus becoming best known ; and in saying ¢‘ Saskatchewan ™ hereafter
we shall mean the North Branch, up which we go. The South Branch has had
various names for some or all of its course. Thompson calls it Pekakemew or
Pekahkemew r. in his journals, and letters ‘ Bow River” on his map. It was
for some time known as La Fourche des Gros Ventres, Big Belly fork, from the
Indians found upon it : compare present Belly r., name of one of its uppermost
tributaries, so called for the same reason. Bow r. is really the main course of
the stream, and the name has often properly attached to the whole river. This
term is conjectured to indicate the great curve the river makes : but the sweep is
too ample to have attracted early or aboriginal attention as a name-giving char-
acter; more probably Bow r. is as much as to say Bow-wood r. Riviére d'Arc

was the F. name, as if contracted from R. & Bois d’Arc: compare Fort Brise-
bois, an old post at site of present Calgary.
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among the canoes and paid for in liquor. At sunset we
camped at Sucker creek,” having performed a great day’s
journey. The track along the beach has become very bad
for the men at the line; the bank comes in close to the
water’'s edge at many places, which are obstructed by heaps
of earth and wood daily sliding from the upper part of the
shore. At such places cold springs issue and form miry
rivulets, into which the men sink knee-deep. Wherever the
beach is broad, in turning the low bottoms, the shores are
covered with loose round stones, which makes tracking
laborious. The exertion they are obliged to make keeps
them in a perspiration, and with their blood thus boiling, as
it were, they throw themselves upon their bellies at those
springs and take enormous draughts of ice-cold water; but I
never saw that this had any bad effect upon them. One of
our men to-day had a narrow escape from being drowned
while disengaging the line from one of those embarras
which so frequently occur. The line getting clear with a
sudden jerk, he was tossed headlong into the river, but a
freeman in one of the canoes caught him after he had been
carried downstream some distance and swallowed a great
quantity of water. We now see barren spots on the tops of
both banks, and some very pretty small meadows of stout
grass. Choke-cherries and panbians abound.

Sept. 3d. At 4 a. m. we were on the march; country
the same as yesterday, but the beach, if possible, worse.
We passed several small lakes and creeks on the S. At
eleven we reached the head of the line [place beyond which
the towing-line would not be required], where we put ashore
to gum and repair our canoes. The men, poor fellows,
were heartily tired of the tedious business and rejoiced to
see the smooth current before them. All this toilsome
tracking is performed on the N. shore, and every little bend,
bay, or inlet must be rounded. At this spot about two

80 Sucker cr. or r., also called Carp r., from the fish in it. which, no doubt, are
both catostomoids and cyprinoids. It enters the Saskatchewan from the N.
about the center of Tp. 49, R. xxiii, W. of the 2d init. merid.
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feet of rope hung from a tree, where a woman, in a fit of
despair at ill usage from her Canadian husband, had deter-
mined to put an end to her troubles by hanging herself;
but she was discovered and cut down before it was too
late. This happened a few years ago. At one o’clock we
embarked. The banks which so closely confine the stream
below here begin to spread on each side, and appear at
intervals away from the river; the land has no perceptible
elevation; the river widens, and is much intercepted by
sand-banks. The current is smooth, but strong; the pole
is used in direct advance, the paddle in crossing and
recrossing the river where the shore seems more or less
favorable for the pole. At two we passed old Fort Provi-
dence, which stands upon an island, and soon after came to
Sturgeon fort, where the remains of several old establish-
ments still appeared.”® The N. side is well wooded, mostly
with pine, but fire seems to have destroyed much of it. On
the S. wood is scarce in many places, and the plains first
appear opposite Fort Providence, where they come down

51 Passing present Little Red r., from the N., at whose mouth are two or
more islands, Henry quickly reaches site of present Prince Albert, now a prin-
cipal settlement in this region, where the H. B. Co. still have a post or store,
and to which the Qu'Appelle, Long Lake, and Saskatchewan branch of the
C. P. Ry. runs from-Regina, Assin. The position is in Tp. 49, R. xxxi, W,
of the 2d init. merid. Fort Providence was upon one of the islands said, or
some other in the immediate vicinity. Thompson notices an island hereabouts
by the name of Holmes's. (A Mr. Holmes accompanied the elder Henry on
his excursion to an Assiniboine village from Fort des Prairies in the winter of
1775-76. Samuel Holmes was clerk and interpreter, N. W. Co., 1802; joined
the X. Y. Co., soon left that, and went to live with Assiniboines, by whom he
was killed en route to the Missouri.) Prince Albert is one of the many sta-
tions of the N. W. mounted police—probably the best system ever deyised for
keeping order in a very extensive and sparsely populated country. Sturgeon
Fort seems to have been so called with reference to the river just above it : see
next note.

This Fort Providence is to be distinguished from two others of same name
on or near Great Slave 1., one of them founded by Leroux under orders of
(Sir) A. McKenzie on a point of land at mouth of a river discharging from Lac
de la Marte, on the N. arm of the lake, about lat. 62° 20, long. 114°, and
the other near the W. end of the same lake, near lat. 61° 30, long. 117°.
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to the river side. Passing those ruins, we soon came to
Setting river or Pucketona-sipi,” where we found a camp of
20 leather tents of Crees, a few Saulteurs, and two free-
men, on the S. side. I crossed over and camped on the N.
in a beautiful small meadow, where there was every appear-
ance that a range of forts stood many years ago. Soon
after we had settled camp the Indians brought me some
fresh moose and red deer meat, with a few skins and furs,
which they traded for liquor and tobacco; all were soon
intoxicated, having tasted no rum since last spring. They
spent the night crossing and recrossing the river, trading
every kind of trash they could collect. Among them were
several mongrels [half-breeds], who were very trouble-
some; I was at the point of chastising one of them for his
insolence. When these people live among Indians and
abandon themselves to such a life, they are the worst of
savages, given to all kinds of roguery and inciting the
natives to more mischief than they would otherwise do.
Sunday, Sept. 4tk Having finished my business with
those fellows, purchased three horses, and hired one of
the rascals to go with us as hunter, I packed up the skins
I had traded and gave them in charge of one of the free-
men, to be delivered at my house on the South Branch, one
day’s journey hence by land. At seven o’clock I sent the
hunter and my guide off by land on the N. side, with the

52 Setting r. of Thompson, 1704, and his Sturgeon rivulet of July 7th, 1808,
when he was 834 hours in getting from it down to the forks ; ‘‘ Pukketowoggan
Brook”™ onhis map, ¢.2.; Net Setting r. of various books and maps, now usually
Sturgeon r. Variants of the name all refer to the capture of the fish Acipenser
rubicundus, which has given designation to several streams already noticed, and
many more to come. This stream discharges by various branches from a
number of lakes, one of them Sturgeon 1., where there is now an Indian reserve
of the same name, and where its principal branch, Shell r., falls in ; some of
its other tributaries are Midway cr., Fox cr., and Rabbit cr.; it courses about
S.S. E., and falls into the left bank of the Saskatchewan in Tp. 49, R.
xxvii, W, of the 2d init. merid., about 5 m. above Prince Albert. Shell r.
comes from the W.; it heads about Shell 1. and others, and not far from its
sources runs through Ahtahkahcoop Indian reserve, where there is a Church of
England mission.
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horses, as the country will not admit of traveling with
horses along’ the river, being covered with pine and brush-
wood and full of mashquagies. We divided the provisions
I had traded, and then embarked. At eleven we ran a
canoe afoul a stump and stove a hole in her, which obliged
us to put ashore for repairs. At two we passed Hudson’s
house,” on the N. side, an old establishment of the H. B.
Co., and at sunset arrived at Les Ecorres Jaunes,™ also on
the N. Here we found a camp of 10 Crees, and a few Saul-
teurs and freemen, who had a number of horses. I gave
them liquor for some provisions, and purchased three
horses; they were not so troublesome as those we left this
morning. In the evening my hunter and guide arrived
with the horses, after much trouble in the woods and
swamps.

52 There appear to have been two houses of this name on the Saskatchewan
between Carlton and the forks. Thompson’s traverse table of 1794, brought
down river, notes ‘ Hudson House by Mr. Turner,” and ‘‘ Hudson House by

. Mr. Tomison,” between a place he calls First Pines and Setting r. (Examine
his “* N. W, Co. 0 ” on the map, a little above mouth of his ‘‘ Pukketowoggan
Brook.”) On July 6th, 1808, he was at the Yellow Banks 5.20 p. m., and
passed ““old ” Hudson house at 6,50. Furtkermore, he sets them respectively

_3and 14% m. below the Lower Crossing, and the lower one of the two he
<alls 15 m. above Setting r.  These indicia would put the houses respectively
in ranges 111 and 11, W, of the 3d init. merid. One of them was built before
1798, ca. 1797 ; this was about 2)4 hours by water below Fort de Milieu.
Said Mr. Turner was the well-known English astronomer and surveyor of the
H. B. Co., who wintered 1791-92 at Fort Chipewyan with Roderic McKen-
zie ; he was found on an exploring tour at Lac des Beeufs, June 1st, 1791, and
Thompson camped July 1st, 1796, at ‘“ Mr. Turner’s lopt tree” in Athapishow 1.
Said Mr. Tomison, also of the H. B. Co., went with Thompson from York
Factory to Manchester house on the Saskatchewan in July, 1787. Thompson
wintered 1787-88 at Manchester house and probably 1788-8g at Hudson
house (was not wintering at Cumberland House till 1789—g0).

Distinguish above houses from two named or called Hudson’s Hope, in the
Rocky mts., on headwaters of Peace r. Old Hudson’s Hope was on the N.
bank, about long. 121° 40' W. New Hudson’s Hope was on the S. bank, near
122°, at the foot of the great cafion, whence a road which avoided the cafion
went over the mountain {0 a certain old H. B. Co. post above the cafion.

% So copy, for Ecorces Jaunes, .. Ecorchures Jaunes, meaning bare yellow
spots, 7. e., the Yellow Banks of the English, a well-known locality.
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Sept. 5th. Early I sent off my hunter and guide with the
horses, gave the Indians directions for going 'to my South
Branch house, and at six we were on the water. °A strong
wind springing up from the E., we hoisted sail and came on
expeditiously. We may now be said to enter the plains.
The banks rise on both sides and encroach upon the river.
Wood is scarce, and only some small hemlock, the country
in general being open and barren. The river spreads much,
but is intercepted by sandbanks and willow islands. When
the wind blows hard we are much troubled in the canoes
by the dry sand blown off those extensive and numer-
ous banks, which look like snowdrifts. We observed on
each side many deep beaten paths, where the buffalo ford
the river. At ten o’clock we passed old Fort du Milieu,”
abandoned many years ago. We saw many wild fowl pass-
ing S,, and a herd of buffalo swimming across the river.
We worked hard to approach them before they landed, and
as the current swept them down we got near enough to fire
just as they were landing. I found them only a band of six
buils, which are not good for much at this season. I shot
one, but the meat was not worth embarking. Soon after-
ward we arrived at the Monté or crossing-place.”® This

& Or Fort de Milieu, as if the middle fort or half-way house between two
others. On July 6th, 1808, Thompson passed here 2% hours down from the
Crossing Place (Carlton), one hour before reaching the Yellow Banks, and 2%
hours above the site of old Hudson hounse.

5 Present Carlton, on the right bank, in Tp. 45, R. iv, W, of the 3d init.
merid., where a main road crosses the river to proceed through the Mistowasis
and Ahtahcahcoop reserves, and goes N. W. to Green 1., Beaver r., etc., in
continuation of the road Henry mentions as coming here from the South Sas-
katchewan. This runs through the Okemasis and Beardy reserve, connecting
Carlton with Batoche, St.” Laurent, and other places on the South Branch.
Batoche is nearest Carlton, at a (direct) distance of 1g m.—a little more by the
road. The date of 1797 is given as that of 2 Fort Carlton, whether of estab-
lishment or abandonment. Henry’s term ** Monté” is to be explained as the
mounting-place, Z. e., where canoes were exchanged for horses to go overland in
any direction. There were two posts named Fort du Monté, or de la Montée,
in June, 1814 : that of the N. W, Co., in charge of John McLain ; and that of
the H. B. Co., under a Mr.. Pruden or Prudent, The H. B. Co. now main- .
tains a post or store at Carlton.
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derives its name from being on the usual direct route of the
Indians between the North and South Branches of the
Saskatchewan. The road is good, and it is only one day’s
journey across. Here two of our people with horses from
above were waiting for us. They gave us unwelcome intel-
ligence concerning the natives, who have been murdering one
another, are on the eve of declaring war, and even threaten
our establishment in that quarter. We also found some of
the families belonging to our South Branch house who had
passed the summer in the plains, living on buffalo, as we
keep up no summer establishment at that lower post. I
desired them to proceed to Mr. Decoigne’s, and provided
them with a skin canoe to cross the river. Having settled
with them I sent on the canoes, and with my hunter, guide,
and the two people from above set off on horseback, taking
only five horses; the others were sent across to South
Branch. We found it very pleasant riding through the
plains, which are here extensive on both sides of the river;
ripe cherries in great abundance. About sunset we came
toward the river to look out for the canoes, and found
them pitching their tents on a beautiful open spot. Twenty
tents of Crees were pitched within half a mile of camp.
They plagued us for liquor, but I only gave them each six
inches of tobacco and sent them away, desiring them to
bring what they had- in the morning, when I would pay
them in rum. They gave us plenty of dried poires and
fresh choke-cherries.

Sept. 6th. The Indians brought fresh and dried provi-
sions to trade for liquor and tobacco, but our canoes could
not embark much, being already deeply loaded with 28
pieces, exclusive of baggage. Having settled with them
and sent the canoes off, I proceeded by land on horseback,
accompanied by my hunter, the guide, and one of my
people who had come from above. We had not gone far
before we saw a few bulls, and soon after the plains were
covered with numerous herds, as far as the eye could reach,
on both sides of the river. The plains are elevated but
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level between the river and Red Berry hills, which lie about
three leagues N. W.*” Adjusting our saddles, we set off in
pursuit of a large herd ; the ground was tolerably good for
the chase, free from stones and holes. Each of us soon
killed a good fat cow ; which, being as much as we could take
upon our horses, we gave up the chase and sent one of our
party to stop the canoes, while we dressed the meat and
loaded our horses. The Red Berry hills appeared covered
with buffalo. Having loaded our horses and gone to the
river, we found the canoes waiting for us half a league
above Ash island, where three young men, who were hunt-
ing, came in hopes of getting tobacco. They were of the
tribe called Saskatchewan Assiniboines, tented about two
leagues S. from the river, and desired us to remain until
they could inform their camp, who would bring provisions
and berries to trade, as they had no furs. 1 ferried them
over the river, and sent on the canoes, having divided the
meat among them. This island derives its name from be-
ing mostly covered with the last ash we shall see, as none
grows higher up. A little below it is a large flat bottom on
the S., covered with bastard maple [Negundo aceroides),
the sap of which produces tolerably good sugar, but it is
not so agreeable in flavor as real maple sugar. Higher up
the river no more of this kind is to be found. As we
reached the top of the bank, the canoes being still in sight
ahead, we perceived a large party of horsemen on the S.,
coming toward them. We rode on as fast as possible; and,
having come up with our people, I went down to the river
and hailed them to land. The party on the S. soon came
opposite us and hallooed that they wanted to trade. I
crossed over to them in my canoe; they gave me fresh and

& Extending much further in the same direction. This general elevation
drains S. E. into present Red Berry or Redberry 1. and other smaller ones, and
ultimately into the river by two or more small streams, one of them cailed
Bloody cr. by Thompson in 1794. Some of the smaller lakes in this quarter
are called Blaine, Ashe, and Paddling—the latter lying partly in the Pettyquaw-

kys Indian reserve, where the R. C. mission is maintained. (See Thompson’s
map, *‘ Red Berry Hill.”)
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dried provisions and fruit, in return for liquor and tobacco.
I sent on the canoes, and went with my three people by
land in search of a convenient place to camp. We feared
those Assiniboines would swim over during the night and
steal our horses, as they frequently do when our people go
up this river. Having found a beautiful meadow at the
river’s edge, on which the horses could feed near our tents,
we unsaddled; and about sunset the canoes arrived. The
river here is broad, and much intercepted by sand-banks
and small islands covered with low willows, thus forming a
number of different channels which frequently deceive our
men. Finding plenty of water below, they push on to the
upper end of the island or sand-bank, where there is not
water enough to pass, and then have to return, to the great
merriment of those crews who take the right channel. This
derision begins by some one’s howling in imitation of a
‘wolf ; the whole party then howls in chorus, while those who
are nonplussed redouble their exertions to overtake the
brigade. The banks run parallel with the river, elevated
and barren, but nearly level, excepting some ridges at a dis-
tance. The valley between the banks is upward of a mile
wide, and at every bend where the stream crosses from the
opposite side is a long, flat bottom. Some of these are
covered with wood, others with small willows; and some,
destitute of both, form delightful lawns, with only a few
bushes, loaded with choke-cherriesand poires. The latterare
now getting dry, but are still delicious eating, and may be
gathered by handfuls. Buffalo paths are deep and numer-
ous in every direction. This evening I gave to each man 10
balls, and powder enough to fire them. This precaution is
necessary where the natives are numerous and often mali-
ciously inclined toward the whites.

Sept. 7th. 1 sent off the canoes, and ascended the bank
to hunt buffalo; but on looking up river, we perceived a
camp of Indians on the S., at some distance. We rode on
to keep the canoes always in sight, even at a great dis-
tance from the top of the banks, when they sometimes



494 ELBOW OF THE NORTH SASKATCHEWAN.

appear like black specks among the sand-banks. Having
come opposite camp I found the hills and beach covered
with men, women, and children, some on foot and others
on horseback. I crossed over to them, and found about 30
tents of Gens de Pied Assiniboines. They were loaded
with dried provisions and berries, and in a moment the
beach was covered with bags containing articles which they
would force upon me, and thankfully accept the least trifle
in return. But as our canoes were already fully loaded, I
made them a few presents of tobacco and liquor, and
pushed off, when they all in a body rushed into the water
with small bags of dried berries, which they began to throw
into my canoe, begging tobacco in return. I believe that,
had we not been expeditious in pushing off, they would
have swamped my canoe, as those Meadow Indians have
no idea of the nature of a canoe; supposing she will carry
everything that can be laid upon her, the thought of her
sinking never strikes them. Having got clear of them, we
returned to the N. side; and I proceeded by land with my
three people. We soon found buffalo in abundance cross-
ing from S. to N. The ground was bad for the chase, being
mostly covered with large round stones and badger holes;
however, the temptation was too great, and away we went,
neck or nothing. During this chase I fréquently stumbled,
for, on the ground over which I passed, stones and holes
appeared in every direction, over and into which the buffalo
were tumbling every moment. I picked out a good fat
cow, and with one shot brought her to the ground, heartily
glad to escape without accident. My hunter and guide
having each killed a cow, we took the best of the meat,
and proceeded to the river, which we sighted exactly at
The Elbow,” where the canoes had put ashore to gum.
The river from Les Ecorres Jaunes to this place runs

%8 Le Coudre of the French, a notable turn of the river in general direction
from N. N. E. to W. N, W,, though not with so sharp a bend as the Elbow of
the South Saskatchewan: see note 16, p. 3c0. The present Elbow is mainly
in Tp. 39, R. viii, W. of the 3d init. merid., near long. 107° W.
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from S. W. to N. E., but here it appears to come from N.
W. to S. E., which is the reason why it is termed The
Elbow. On the S.is a delightful plain, which gradually
falls till it reaches the river; it was covered with buffalo
coming down to cross; but on observing us, they altered
their course and slowly proceeded in a body up river.

On reaching the canoes we met a freeman, who had been
sent down in a canoe to inform us that the Crees had
assembled at Battle river, and were determined to stop us,
in order to prevent the Slaves from receiving arms and am-
munition. They feared that a serious war would be the
consequence of their own imprudence in having murdered
three Piegans this summer in cold blood, although the rela-
tives of the latter had massacred four Crees on the spot, and
would have destroyed many more had not the Crees saved
themselves by forced marches. Having got every intelli-
gence possible from this man, I sent the canoes on.

As we were mounting, the whole body of buffalo on the
S. suddenly moved and went at full speed, directing their
course obliquely for the river about a mile above us, as if
determined to force their way across. We rode along the
lower bottom until we came abreast of them, when we con-
cealed ourselves in a hummock near the spot where we sup-
posed they would dand. By this time the river was crowded
with them, swimming across, bellowing and grunting terri-
bly. The bulls really looked fierce; all had their tails up,
and each appeared eager to land first. The scene would
have struck terror to one unaccustomed to such innumer-
able herds. From out in the plains, as far as the eye could
reach, to the middle of the river, they were rushing toward
us, and soon began to land about 10 yards off. I shot one
dead on the spot, my ball having broken his neck; my hun-
ter and guide only wounded theirs. This discharge sud-
denly halted those on the S. side, and turned those that
were still in the water. The whole herd retired a short dis-
tance, and stood quiet for some time. We killed four, and
embarked the best of the meat. While thus engaged the
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buffalo opposite us made a sudden movement in the same
oblique manner as before, rushing again down to the river
in a body. 'We mounted and endeavored to intercept them,
but they had begun to land before we reached the proper
place, and we only killed two. The sun was nearly down,
and it was time to look out for a place to camp. We went
ahead of the canoes to the beginning of the Sandy hills,
where we perceived that a grizzly bear had devoured a calf
during the day. We fresh primed our guns and continued
through a long thicket of willows, every moment in fear of
meeting this ferocious animal. On coming to an open spot
we perceived him ahead of us, running at full speed among
the hummocks. We chased him and fired, but he got into
a thicket. It being nearly dark, we did not thinkit pru-
dent to molest him for the present, and returned to a con-
venient place to camp, where we met the canoes. My guide
had chased a wounded buffalo and was not yet returned.
When quite dark, I took my gun and walked up to the
bank, intending to fire some shots to direct him to camp.
Here I found some bulls, aimed at one as well as the dark-
ness would allow, and to my surprise shot him dead. One
of my men this evening, in carelessly handiing a knife,
stabbed a companion near the ankle; it bled for a long
time, and nothing that I could do stopped the flow until I
applied red-willow bark [Cornus sericea or stolonifera ?].
Sept. 8th. At daybreak, when the canoes proceeded, we
mounted and went to examine the thicket where we had
left our wounded bear, but found only his tracks in the sand
where he had gone toward the plain. The Sandy hills are
near two leagues in length and one in breadth; the country
is very uneven, with alternate hills and valleys of pure sand,
in many places without a blade of verdure; our horses sink
over their hoofs, which makes it very fatiguing. In some
places we find clusters of cherry-bushes, now bending to the
ground with fruit. Grizzly bear tracks are numerous; I
presume they resort to those sands to partake of the fruit.
Having passed those sands, we came to a beautiful level
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country, covered with buffalo. Eagle hills then appeared at
no great distance, on the S. Here we chased a herd of buf-
falo over the best ground I ever rode, entirely free from
stones and holes. We killed each a cow, and took the best
of the meat to the river, where we made a fire and roasted
some of it, awaiting the canoes, opposite Riviere de la
Montagne d’Aigle,” which comes in on the S. The wind
blew hard from the W., which caused a great drift of sand
and retarded the canoes. These having arrived, we divided
the meat and sent them on. We rode on the top of the
bank, amusing ourselves chasing buffalo until near sunset,
when we camped at a pleasant spot opposite Eagle hills.
My people having gathered a quantity of cherries in the
Sandy hills, I made a keg of cordial by steeping them in
Jamaica spirits and adding a few pounds of sugar.

Sept. gth. 1 sent off the canoes as usual, and proceeded
by land. We soon found plenty of buffalo, and though the
ground was bad, we could not refrain from the chase, at the
risk of our necks. Having as much meat as our canoes
could embark, I thought it prudent to send my hunter
ahead to the Indian camp, to find out how they were dis-
posed. He left us accordingly, while I, with the guide and
the other man, proceeded to the river with the meat. He
had not been gone more than an hour, when we suddenly
perceived a large body of horsemen from above, coming
directly toward us. We halted, and determined to sell our
lives as dearly as possible; any attempt to save ourselves
by flight would have been in vain. From the hallooing and
whooping they made, urging their horses at full speed, we
had reason to suppose they were badly inclined, and would

% Present Eagle Hill r. or cr., a considerable stream flowing from the eleva-
tions whence it takes name. In coming up to it from the Elbow Henry passed
a cr. on his right, and then Sugar Bush cr. and Telegraph coulée on the S, side.
‘When Thompson came down in 1800, May 24th, he made it 1424 m. from Eagle
Hill brook, as he calls it, to the E. end of The Elbow, apparently scant measure
by water. The position of the mouth is in the S. W, part of Tp. 39, R. x, W.
of the 3d init. merid. (See ** Eagle Hills” and * Eagle Hill Brook,” on

_ Thompson’s map.)
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consequently give us no quarter. However, on nearer
approach, I saw our hunter at their head ; he joined us first,
and told me they were a hunting-party. This wasagreeable
intelligence, as we should have stood a poor chance, being
only three against 30. We inquired the news, but could
get no satisfactory information. We left them and pro-
ceeded to the river, while they set off to chase buffalo.
We soon found the canoes, and stopped for two hours,
when the Indians came, loaded with meat; but I would take
none from them. I gave each six inches of tobacco, and
they proceeded toward their tents. I again sentmy hunter
on to the camp, to discover whether there were any danger,
and, if so, to return during theé night and inform us. Sent
on the canoes, and proceeded myself by land. Passed old
Fort Montagne d’Aigle,” now a heap of ruins, in 2 low

% Eagle Hill fort, a short distance below the mouth of Battle r. Some
details of the story Henry relates, which have otherwise reached us, are to the
effect that a trader had dosed a Cree to death with laudanum in his liquor; that
in the fracas which resulted the trader and others were killed, and the rest fled,
abandoning much of their property. Thus, Sir A. McKenzie says, orig. ed.
1801, p. xiii: ‘‘ Mostof them who passed the winter at the Saskatchiwine, got
to the Eagle hills, where, in the spring of the year 1780, a few days previous to
their intended departure, a large band of Indians being engaged in drinking
about their houses, one of the traders, to ease himself of the troublesome
importunities of a native, gave him a dose of laudanum in a glass of grog,
which effectually prevented him from giving further trouble to anyone, by set-
ting him asleep forever. This accident produced a fray, in which one of the
traders, and several of the men, were killed, while the rest had no other means
to save themselves but by a precipitate flight.”

When Thompson came down the river from Buckingham house in 1794, he
passed the mouth of Battle r. and went S. 41° E.2 m,, S. 34° E. 3m,, S. 29° E.
2m., S.24° E. 2 m.=g m, about S, S. E., ‘“ to where Mr. Cole was killed.”
This is doubtless 2 memorandum of the identical occurrence. In this vicinity
was also the place where Thompson says he was ** frozen in”” while en route in
1793 to winter 1793~94 at Fort George. In coming to Eagle Hill fort from
the river of the same name, Henry passed on his right Raspberry cr. and many
others making down from the hills; also, a place on the S. side of the river
called Baljennie, S. W. of which, at some miles’ distance, is the Red Pheasant
Indian reserve. The long stretch of the river between Eagle Hill r. and the
old fort should be noted, as the latter has been sometimes said to have been
at the mouth of the former. The present road from The Elbow of the Sas-
katchewan to Battle r. runs along the S. side.
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bottom on the N. side. This is the place where the traders
who wintered in 1779-80 had a battle with the Crees in the
spring of 1780, when one of the traders was killed by a
Canadian, and one Cree. The traders were obliged to
abandon their property to the mercy of the Indians, who
pillaged and destroyed most of it. Opposite this place
Eagle hills leave the river, and trend southward. From
Riviere de la Montagne d’Aigle to this place the high
lands continue, mostly covered with large hummocks,
chiefly poplar. Moose and red deer are very numerous,
and formerly these hills were famous for beaver; there
being many deep valleys and rivulets, well wooded, and in
other respects suitable for those animals. The hills run
close to the river all this distance, with very few bottoms of
any extent on the S., but on the N. the country continues
the same as below, with extensive bottoms.. We here met
a few Indians from the camp above, who, having heard of
us, came to get tobacco. They remained with us until we
came abreast of Battle river,” where I stopped till the

© Battle r. is by far the largest tributary of the N. Saskatchewan, running
through about six degrees of longitude, or from beyond 114° to about 108°. It
heads in Alberta in the feeder of Battle 1., which lies across Range lines ii and
i, W. of the sth init. merid. (Tp. 46), in the vicinity of Pigeon 1. (where the
Wesleyan mission is) and Beaver 1.; and having taken tribute from both these,
runs S. E. into the Sharp Head Indian reserve. Thence it turns northward into
the Bobtail reserve, where it is skirted by the Calgary and Edmonton branch of
the C. P. Ry., and then bounds the Samson reserve on the S. and E. After a
short course E.to Todd's Crossing, it turns N. to its northernmost point in
Alberta, where it receives the discharge of Long 1.; thence the average course is
S. E. for a long distance, during which it runs through Dried Meat 1. and
receives various tributaries further on, nearly to the boundary between Alberta
and Saskatchewan. Hence onward, its course averages N, N. E. to Grizzly
Bear coulée, having received Iron cr., Grattan cr., and Buffalo coulée from the
N.W. The Grizzly Bear place marks its highest point in Saskatchewan, and
thence it winds E. S. E. around the Blackfoot hills, receives Ribstone or Nose
cr. from the S. and Blackfoot coulée from the N., and then continues, with
many windings, but on an average nearly E. course, to fall into the Sas-
katchewan, in the close vicinity of present Battleford. On nearing its end,
Battle r. runs through Little Pine reserve, past Pound Maker reserve, and
finally between Sweet Grass reserve on the S. and Thunder Child and Mooso-
min reserves on the N. Battleford is on the S. bank of Battle r., in Tp. 43, R.
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canoes came up, and then camped on a pleasant rising
ground. We were soon visited by many Indians on horse-
back, who all appeared happy to see us, and were quite
civil; but I knew them to be so treacherous that no depend-
ence could be put on their outward behavior. We exam-
ined our firearms, and I gave out ammunition, to use in case
of attack. Battle river comes in from the S. W., broad and
shallow. Beavers are very numerous up this river, but it is
dangerous to go there, on account of the numerous tribes
of Slave Indians who inhabit its upper part, and of the
Assiniboines who live on the lower part, and are nearly as
treacherous as the others. The night passed without hear-
ing from our hunter, which gave us some hopes that no plot
was meditated.

Sept. 10th. At daybreak the canoes were off, and with my
two people I proceeded by land. We were soon met by a
mounted party of young men who accompanied us to their
camp, where we were heartily welcomed by some of the
principal men. My hunter informed me that he had made
every inquiry, but could learn of no intended hostility. A
story of that nature had been in circulation, but they say it
had no real foundation, as it was only ‘“‘among the chil-
dren.” But I suspect there was some truth in the report,

xvi, W. of the 3dinit. merid.; a road comes N. to it from Saskatchewan Land-
ing on the South Branch, in continuation from a station on the main C. P. Ry.
A trail from Battleford leads S. S. W. to the South Branch at the confluence
of Red Deer r., known as Red Deer forks. This was the site of Chesterfield
house, built by John McDonald of Garth in 1803, and then the furthermost
post of the N. W. Co. in that direction. Chesterfield house was re-estab-
lished by Donald McXenzie for the H. B. Co. in 1822, but abandoned in a few
years, after repeated hostilities by the Blackfeet, in which lives were lost.
Another trail leads from Battleford S. W, to the hills, among which is one
called the Nose, 2,960 ft. high, giving alternative name to Ribstone cr., which
heads near it; lakes in these hills are Gooseberry, Sounding, and others, The
road from Battleford keeps on N. W, up that side of the N. Saskatchewan to
Fort Pitt. Battleford maintains a station of the mounted police, and the H.
B. Co. a place due N., across the Saskatchewan. Battle r. does not seem to
have been named for any one fight, but as the scene of warfare between Crees
and Blackfeet. Thompson maps “ N. W, Co. 0 ” near its mouth.
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and that, as frequently happens when large ‘numbers of
Indians are collected, the whole would not consent to what
some desired; which must have been the reason why the
plot came to nothing. The canoes having arrived, I made
the Indians a present of a nine-gallon keg of liquor, with
some tobacco and ammunition, and received a few skins;
provisions I would not take, having no room to embark
them. We stayed about an hour, when, the wind increasing,
my people were anxious to set sail, and I was heartily tired
of such a set of beggars. I purchased three very good
horses; they had a great many in camp, and the adjoining
hills were covered with them ; some were handsome beasts.
This camp consisted of nearly 100 Cree tents, clustered
without regularity or method. At eight o'clock I sent off
the canoes under double-reefed sails, while I remained with
my guide to settle with the Indians and prevail on some
of them to return above, this fall, to make their hunt as
usual in the strong wood country. My hunter went back,
as we had no further occasion for his services. At nine I
set off with my guide and overtook the canoes under full
sail near Riviere au Brochet.” The sand-drifts in the valley
were terrible; we could not see the canoes till we came
opposite them; they had not more than three feet of sail,
yet were scudding. We crossed Riviere au Brochet, which
comes in from the N., and soon passed opposite old Turtle
fort,” which stands in a low bottom on the S. We next
crossed Turtle creek,* which comes in from the N. Both

% Otherwise Pike r., now Jack or Jackfish cr., 2 small stream from the N.
which falls in nearly opposite the N. E. corner of the Moosomin reserve.
Thompson calls it Pike brook in 1800, and Jack cr. in 1794: see the stream
flowing from *¢ Pike Lake " on his map.

¢3Or Turtle River house, which was situated about a mile below the mouth
of that river, on the other side of the Saskatchewan, at the -N. border of the
present Thunder Child reserve. When Thompson passed down, May 22d,
1800, he heard news of the death by drowning of Louis Cardinal, close above
this place. Thompson made it 434 m. from the house down to Pike r., and
5% m. between Turtle r. and Pike r.; the distance seems more by late maps.

& Present Turtle r. or Turtle Lake r., coming S. from Turtle and other lakes
and skirting the Saskatchewan at a gradually diminishing distance, to fall in, as
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this and Pike river have deep water and steep banks.. The
country here becomes more hilly, and the hummocks more
frequent than we have found them since leaving the Monté.
At sunset we hailed the canoes and camped, but found
the sand drifts so disagreeable that we could scarcely take
supper. Beaver vestiges are frequent along the river. At
our present situation a large spot of ground is cleared of its
wood by those animals.

Sunday, Sept. 11th. At daybreak the canoes were off,
and as the E. wind continued they hoisted sail and scudded
smoothly; but the swell was high, and I feared some acci-
dent would happen to the deeply loaded canoes. Yester-
day afternoon they all shipped water, and some were in
danger of swamping. I set out with my men and guide,
intending to make a circuit to see if we could find buffalo.
The country was rough and hilly, with frequent rivulets and
small lakes, the latter covered with geese and ducks, not in
the least shy. We came to the upper part of Turtle creek,
en the N. side of which we saw buffalo. We-chased them,
killed five cows, loaded our horses with the choice pieces,
and directed our course for the river. But where to find
the canoes was uncertain. We drove on as fast as our
loaded horses could go, but night came on before ‘we
reached the river, and we were at a loss whether to go
above or below. I was willing to stop for the night at a
small brook® and defer the search until next day, but my
guide, for some particular reason, wished to reach the
canoes. I therefore desired him to do as he thought
proper, and after some consultation we determined to go on.
In crossing a rivulet® our horses stuck in the mire, and we

just said, in Tp. 46, R. xxviii, W, 3d init. merid. See the stream Thompson
runs from ‘ Turtle Lake” on his map. About g m. higher up, on the S. side
of the Saskatchewan, is Bresaytor, a mounted police station.

¢ Henry’s ““ small brook ” and * rivulet” occasion some doubt whether they
were the same or not, and in either case identification is so difficult that I suspect
some error. He is on the left bank, and the only stream I find on this N. E.
side is one called Englishman r. on the best maps before me, emptying in the
N. E. ¥ of Tp. 48, R. xxi, W. of the 3d init. merid. Old Fort Briilé, which
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had much trouble to get them out. We continued in the
dark, as near the banks as possible, until ten, when we per-
ceived a light ahead, which we rightly supposed to be that of
-our canoes. We found them camped near old Fort Bruler
[Brailé], which has been abandoned for some years. It was
built on a presqu’isle [peninsula] on the N. At this place
the H. B. Co. were plundered by Fall Indians, and narrowly
escaped being murdered. The same attempt was made
upon the N. W. Co., but by the intrepid behavior of one of
the clerks the Indians were repulsed and obliged to retire
with the booty they had taken from the H. B. house.

Sept. 12th. 1 sent off the canoes, and proceeded by land
as usual in search of buffalo. We found them very numer-
ous along the banks, and had fine sport. But the country
was so rough as to render the chase dangerous on horse-
back, the hills and valleys being covered with stones and
badger holes. We therefore approached the buffalo on
foot, killed and wounded many, and several times brought
the best of the meat to the canoes, which were in sight

‘Henry presently mentions, seems to have been the same, or in the same place,
as old Fort de I'Isle or Island house ; and this, as well as Manchester house,
was below Englishman r. Thus Thompson, coming down river in 1800, passed
English brook, as he calls it, May 21st, and then came to the site of the Island
house, 134 m. above a certain Birch brock which he names—Island house being
obviously the same as Fort de I'Isle ; it was gone at that date. Thompson had
before come up to Manchester house, Oct. 18th, 1793 ; and in going down river
in 1794 notes it as 3% m. below Horse cr. (now Englishman r.). When
Thompson passed ** Burnt Fort de I'Isle,” as he calls it, july 4th, 1808, he was
from 7.15 a. m. to 7.15 p. m. in going down to Battle r. (Examine his map in
this connection.) We know exactly where Manchester house stood, and Fort
de I'Isle must have been in the immediate vicinity. It is not likely that Brilé
was the name of any actual fort, but a designation that Fort de 'Isle acquired
after its destruction by fire; »4// simply means * burnt.” The occurrence
which Henry narrates was in 1793. It was led by a Fall Indian named
YHomme au Calumet : see date of Apr. 3d, 1811, beyond, where Henry calls
this post Pine Island fort.

The Island house or Fort de I'Isle of this note must be carefully distin-
guished from another of the same name which Decoigne built on the Saskatche-
wan about 20 m. above Fort George, in 1801 : see a note beyond. For the
Fort de I'Isle on Winnipeg r., see note ¥, p, 28.
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from the bank all day. The people on board also had ex-
cellent sport in killing buffalo as they crossed the river.
Seeing them thus engaged, I dreaded lest some accident
might happen, for wounded bulls will attack anything that
comes in their way. At sunset we camped at the beginning
of the Red Deer hills, which had been in sight since morn-
ing. They stand on the N. side, and appear of the same
nature as the Eagle hills; though not so extensive, I be-
lieve they are higher.

Sept. 13th. At daybreak I sent off the canoes, and with
my guide and men started early also, intending to reach
our establishment to-day, if possible. We took our course
along the foot of the hills, but soon ascended Montagne a
la Biche,” in hopes of shooting some game and shortening
our route. But we came to a wretched country, up steep
banks and down deep valleys, where close hummocks of
small poplar scarcely permitted passage, and the bottoms
were nothing but swamps, in which our horses frequently
mired. Buffalo, moose, red deer, and cabbrie are numerous
among those hills, and bear tracks are often seen. The
country on the S. appears much elevated, and of the same
nature. At ten o’clock we found ourselves on the W. side
of the hills, happy to have passed them. We soon crossed
Red Deer river,” and directed our course to the Butte des

6 French for what Henry has just before called Red Deer hills in English.
These terms were applied to the large extent of elevated and broken country
upon which he has entered, and which stretches up to the present Moose hills,
N. of the Saskatchewan, in the vicinity of old Fort George, Buckingham house,
etc. Toreach his post to-day he traverses the present Makaoos and Seekas-
kootch Indian reserve, which are contiguous, and where there is a place called
Onion Lake, a telegraph office, and mounted police station. Some more special
features of his last day’s journey are presently noted.

¢ A sizable stream which falls in from the N. E. in Tp. 52, R. xxv, W. of
the 3d init. merid. It may have another namec now, but the one Henry gives
was current in his time, Thompson mentions Red Deer Hill brook, on his left
in coming down from Fort George, May 20th, 1800, and makes it 43/ m.
below ‘‘ the old house of Umfreville,” which he had passed on his right, 7. ¢.,
the right or W. bank of the Saskatchewan.

Edouard Umfreville is one of the best known of the early travelers and
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Saulteurs,® where we fell upon the Indian road, which we
followed. We nooned at La Plante’s river ® to refresh our

traders. He was a writer of the H. B. Co. 1771-82, when he was captured by
La Pérouse ; on his release he went to Quebec in Apr., 1783, and entered the
N. W. Co. in 1784, the year of its founding. In May, 1784, he left Montreal
for the interior; reached S. S. Marie in about a month; and *‘ was pitched
upon,” he says, ‘“‘to pursue an unknown tract {track] in order to explore
another passage into the interior country, independant of the old one known by
the name of the Great Carrying-Place [Grand Portage],” f. 144 of his book.
Curiously enough, that is about all he says on this score; but I gather from
other sources that he went into the Nepigon country that summer, with one St.
Germain, one Dubé, Jean Roy, and five others ; reached Sturgeon 1. July 10th;
Monataggé or Minitakie 1., 13th ; Lac Seul, 16th ; named Portage des Chénes
and P. des Trembles, 22d ; and Portage de I'Isle, Winnipeg r., 23d. He went
on W., up the Saskatchewan, and wintered high on the N. branch, 1784-87;
as already said in note 2, p. 465 ; but it is passing strange that Thompson’s in-
dication of Umfreville’s house is absolutely the only exact one I have ever seen.
Umfreville himself only says, p. 149 : “‘ About 270 miles below where I win-
tered, or about 430 miles from its mouth, two branches unite in one.” He left
his house May 14th, 1788, and on Oct. 10th reached New York City, ‘‘ a place
too well known to require any description here.” His book, The Present State
of Hudson’s Bay, etc., is a thin 8vo. of pp. viii, 230, London, 1790, now rather
rare ; the copy I handle is in the library of Georgetown College, West Wash-
ington, D. C.; it once belonged to J. Gilmary Shea, the noted apologist of
Louis Hennepin. The book was mainly written against the H. B. Co., with
which the author fell out in 1783, and is disappointing in various respects; but
it is a work of good faith, containing some information not found elsewhere,
particularly in ethnography. Umfreville is our original authority on the Fall
Indians (Atsinas), of which he gives a vocabulary opp. p. 202, with others of
the Nehethawa or Kalisteno (Cree), Assinepoetuc or Stone Indians, Blackfeet,
and Sussees.

6 This is probably present Frenchman’s butte, quite close to the river, where
it bends at a right angle in Tp. 53 of the range last said. The present road,
coming N. W, from Red Deer Hill r., passes between this butte and the Sas-
katchewan, and continues directly on the same course, away from the river, to
Onion Lake sta.

Present Fort Pitt of the H. B. Co. is situated on the same side of the river,
in the same tp. of the next range (xxvi). The Earl of Southesk, who was
there in 1859, describes it as a square palisaded and bastioned fort, about 100
yards from the water. The road which comes up the right bank of the river
from Battleford crosses the Saskatchewan at Fort Pitt, and keeps on N. W. to
Onion Lake, etc.

© A small stream which comes S. through the above mentioned Indian re-
serve and falls into the Saskatchewan a short distance below Fort Pitt, in the
same tp.; present name, if different, not ascertained.
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horses, and then took a well-beaten track through small
plains and hummocks of poplars and willows. At Les
Deux Grosses Buttes™ we halted for an hour. On leaving
them we soon came in sight of the river, and went along
the bank. At sunset we sighted Fort Vermillion, in a
long, flat bottom of meadow, directly opposite the entrance
of Vermillion river, which falls in on the S. A large camp
of Slaves began to whoop and halloo as we came down the
hills, and appeared rejoiced to see us. We passed the H.
B. Co. fort and entered our own, where we were warmly
welcomed.

The canoes had been absent since the 1oth of May last,
journeying to and from Fort William. The Indians were
desirous of crossing to visit us, but we allowed none to
come over this evening. I was visited by our H. B. Co.
neighbors, Messrs. Hallette™ and Longmore,” who were
anxious to hear the news from Europe, having been de-
prived of that satisfaction since this time last year. Noth-
ing extraordinary had occurred during the summer, except
the disturbance between the Slaves and the Crees; the
former were still exasperated at the treachery of the latter,
and threatened revenge.

Sept. 14tkh. The Blackfeet were on the bank early,

" Present Two Big Hills, N. of the river 4 and 5 m., in Tp. 54, R. i, W, of
the 4th init. merid., W. of {ne Indian reserve, and due S. of the small Onion 1.
Henry crosses two very small nameless streams, and reaches his destination.

The large Vermilion r., opp. whose mouth was the fort, was sometimes called
Painted r., as in Thompson’s itinerary of Sunday, May 18th, 1800.

This Saskatchewan Fort Vermilion must not be confounded with one of the
same name which was on Peace 1., about lat. 58% 30', long. 116°, nearly opp.
mouth of Boyer r., and two days’ journey below the Horseshoe house (Thomp-
son, May 2d, 1804) : see note !, p. 511.

" Usually spelled Hallett or Hallet ; first name not ascertained. He had
been some years in this region. Thompson notes his arrival at Fort George
Sept. 6th, and again Sept 11th, 1799, and he left Sept. 15th, to go down the
Saskatchewan to build at Turtle r. Franchére found him in charge at Fort
Vermilion, June xoth, 1814, when there were go persons there.

" Mr. Longmore or Longmoor of the H. B. Co. was found by Thompson on
Swan r. (tributary of Lake Winnipegoosis) in Sept., 1797.
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calling to us to ferry them over in the bateau we kept for
that purpose. We sent for the principal chief; the young
"men required no boat, for they were soon among us, quite
naked. This chief, called Painted Feather, is a man of
great authority in his tribe. We desired him to send his
young men out to hunt buffalo for our people, which he
readily consented -to do, giving orders to the camp for a
party to set off instantly, as buffalo were at hand. We
were employed all day in taking inventories and settling
the affairs of this post. I found a small garden, stocked
with barley, potatoes, cabbage, turnips, carrots, parsnips,
and beets, all of which appeared to have produced well.
Sept. 15th. At ten o'clock the brigade arrived; the
canoes were unloaded and the baggage carried into the
fort, where everything was opened to make out the several
assortments for above. The Blackfeet returned with ten
cows. We had a dance which lasted till - daybreak ; our H.
'B. Co. neighbors were of the party, and all was mirth—our
men as smart and active as if they had rested for a month.
Sept. 16tk. Two canoes departed for the Columbia.”

3 David Thompson's two canoes, The reader will remember that Henry
met Thompson on Lake Winnipeg, Aug. 18th, and that they entered the Sas-
katchewan together Aug. 2oth, Thompson being ‘¢ bound for the Columbia,” p.
459. Well, they have come up to Fort Vermilion together, or nearly so, for
Thompson arrived there on Thursday, Sept. 14th. Henry has had not a word to
say of this; and as for Thompson, there is no entry in his itinerary of this
voyage after Aug. 2gth—he had been up and down the river so often that he
did not think it worth while—till his arrival at Fort Vermilion on the 14th
inst. Consequently, the Saskatchewan memoranda of Thompson I have made
in this chapter are all from other voyages, especially of 1793, 1794, 1800, and:
earlier in 1808, when he went down. We will proceed to trace Thompson
over to the Columbia ; it will be a good introduction to Henry’s journey in the
same direction, later on in this work. The narrative of Thompson’s journey
is contained in his Book No, 23, Vol. x.—Leaving Fort Vermilion as said, he
reached Fort Augustus Sept. 23d, and left 25th, 1808. 28th, camped above
old White Mud Hhouse. Oct. 3d, Boggy Hall. Oct. 7, Baptiste’s brook.
Oct. 8th, Rocky Mountain house. Oct. gth, camped close above ‘‘Mr.
[Peter] Pangman’s marked tree.” Oct. 15th, Jaco’s brook. Oct. 16th, Medi~
cine Knowl [Knoll]. Oct. 21st, laid up canoes for the winter ; Saskatchewan all
frozen ; horseback journey of 16 days before him. Oct. 24th, passed Koo-
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We paid the Indians for their meat, and gave them some
liquor and tobacco. They appeared highly pleased, and
retired to their camp to drink, without once troubling us
during the night. We finished packing what goods were
to be sent above. This evening four young men arrived,
who informed us that they had been sent for tobacco for
their chiefs, whom we might expect in a few days with a
great quantity of provisions and some beavers. They
were Strong Wood Assiniboines, who generally reside near
Battle river, one long day’s ride due S. ‘

~ Sept. r7th. The canoes for Fort Augustus-departed
early. Messrs. [James] Hughes™ and D. Thompson fol-
lowed on horseback—the former to winter at Fort Augus-
tus, the latter to proceed to the Columbia. I have taken
up my quarters for the winter at this post, where I expect
to be visited by numerous tribes from the S.—Blackfeet,
Sarcees, Fall Indians, Blood Indians, and Assiniboines

tanae plains (E. side of Continental Divide still, notwithstanding the name).
Oct. 27th, went on to the Height of Land (the pass now known as Howse's).
Oct. 28th, down ‘‘the brook of the Columbia' waters” (present Blueberry
cr.). Oct. 31st, made *“ Kootanae r., as Thompson curiously called the Colum-
bia itself, above Canoe r., for some years. He followed this up to Nov. 1oth,
when he arrived at his ** Kootanae House of last year,” 7. ¢., the post he had
built in 1807 on the left or W. bank of the Columbia, near mouth of Toby
cr. and near foot of Lower Columbia or Windermere 1., where he wintered to

% Already a partner of the N. W. Co., having signed the Montreal agree-
ment of Nov. sth, 1804, by his attys. This is probably the Mr. Hughes
who wintered at James Finlay's Fort de I'Isle, 1793-94, and in any event the
James Hughes, clerk N. W. Co., who went with John McDonald to Fort
George in 1797. He came in next year, arriving at Grand Portage June 2gth,
1798, and leaving about July r4th, for the Upper Fort des Prairies and Rocky
Mt. Dept., where he served several years. We find him at the Rocky
Mountain house with Thompson in 1801, and also at Decoigne’s Fort de I'Isle
on the Saskatchewan in the summer of that year. In 1805 he was in, as he
left Kaministiquia at the same time that John McDonald of Garth did. In
June, 1806, he was en route from a Saskatchewan post to Kaministiquia, with
Alex. Stuart, and in September of that year was found at Cumberland House
en route back to his post. He was in again in 1808, and left Rainy Lake

house Aug. 3d of that year for his post. He continues in charge of Foért

Augustus, 1808-09 ; no further record found.

&Y
Apr. 27th, 1809. Thompson discovered Howse's pass on this trip.;,\u‘\\\\'\. W\
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—and on the N. by about 100 tents of ‘Crees. The Pie-
gans or Picaneaux trade at Fort Augustus, as their lands
are near the Rocky mountains. The Mashquegie Assini-
boines, on the N., trade also at this post.

Here 1 passed the winter, during which nothing occurred
but the routine of trade. The ensuing spring I embarked
May zoth for Fort William, where I arrived June 18th,

1800.™

" Henry’s Journal breaks short off with this curt statement of his win-
tering 1808-0g9 at Fort Vermilion, and voyaging to Kaministiquia the follow-
ing summer. Instead of a diary or personal narrative, he next gives us his
observations on the Indians, for which, of course, I make a new chapter. This
ended, we shall find him again at Fort Vermilion, where he arrives Sept. 13th,
1809, from Fort William, and resumes his journal.

The reader will easily find Vermilion r. on any good map. Thompson traces
it conspicuously, but without any lettering : see the large stream on his map,
running from “ Chain of Lakes,” and falling into the Saskatchewan from the
S.. a little beyond long. 110° W. This is the position of Fort Vermilion. We
thus see that this was the Lower Fort des Prairies to which Henry had been
appointed, as said on p. 440. At the same date, Fort Augustus was Upper
Fort des Prairies. Refer to note %, p. 481, for explanation of ‘‘ Fort des
Prairies " as a gencric name of various places.



CHAPTER XIV.
ETHNOGRAPHY OF FORT VERMILION.

HE Crees, or Kinistineaux, are a numerous people,
derived from the same original [Algonquian] stock as
the Ogeebois [Ojibways, Chippewas,] or Saulteurs, inhab-
iting the country adjacent and N. W. of the latter, even as
far as Peace river.! Their language is less copious and

1Sir A. McKenzie has the following on the origin of the name, p. 123:
‘‘On the 13th [Oct., 1792], at noon, we came to the Peace Point : from which,
according to the report of my interpreter, the river derives its name ; it was the
spot where the Knisteneaux and Beaver Indians settled their dispute ; the real
name of the river and point being that of the land which was the object of
contention. When this country was formerly invaded by the Knisteneaux, they
found the Beaver Indians inhabiting the land about Portage la Loche [Methy
portage], and the adjoining tribe were those whom they called Slaves. They
drove both these tribes before them ; when the latter proceeded down the river
from the Lake of the Hills [Athabasca], in consequence of which that part of
it obtained the name of the Slave River. The former proceeded up the river;
and when the Knisteneaux made peace with them, this place was settled to be
the boundary.” A native name of Peace r. is Unshagah or Unjigah. It is the
next great river N. of the Athabasca, from the Rocky mts. about E. N. E. to
Lake Athabasca, into the W. end of which it falls, in common with Atha-
basca r., near 111° 30' W. Iong. The two main branches of Peacer. in the
mountains are Finlay's r. and Parsnip r.; the latter heads in the Continental
Divide, in close relations with the northernmost elbow of Fraser's r. There are,
of course, many tributaries, a principal one of which is Smoke or Smoky r.
The main tributaries in order downward, from Finlay’s to Smoky r., are called
Halfway, N.; Moberly’s, S.; Pine, S.; Mud, S.; D’Echafaud, S.; another
Pine, N.; Mountain, N.; Rat, S.; Muddy, N., at Dunvegan; Burnt, S.; and
Little Burnt, N. The united waters of Peace r. and the Athabasca, together
with the discharge of Lake Athabasca, flow northward into Great Slave 1.,
whence this great system of waters seeks the Arctic ocean as McKenzie's r.
Peace r. is credited with a length of over 1,000 m. It began to be occupied by
the traders toward the end of the last century. Some of these posts may be
here nofed, including the most famous one of that region, which, however, was
not on Peace r. but on Lake Athabasca, in the delta country of Peace and Atha-
basca rivers. This is Fort Chipewyan, Chepewyan, Chippewyan, Chipewean, -

510
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expressive than the mother tongue from which it originated.
They are deficient in direct terms for many things, and
often express themselves by saying that a thing is almost
this or that, but cannot find a proper term for it; whereas
a Saulteur is never at a loss, and always appears to have a
directly applicable term. Their accent is more abrupt than
that of the Saulteurs. They appear to be much less en-
lightened. A Cree often finds difficulty in tracing out his

etc. Two of the name are to be distinguished, *‘old” and ‘‘new.” The’
celebrated Peter Pond led the way to the founding of old Fort Chipewyan by
building a house on Athabasca r. some 30-40 m. above .the lake, in 1778 ; it
long remained a noted point on the river. Thompson passed ‘‘ Pond’s old
House ” May 17th, 1804, and made observations which yielded lat. 58% 25" N,,
long. 111° 23° W. The ‘““old Pond fort” is marked for position on some
modern maps. Some confusion has occasionally arisen as to its location, for it
has been said to have been on Rivi¢re 2 1a Biche, or Elk r.; but these were
both synonyms of Athabasca r. The circumstances of the origination of old
Fort Chipewyan are thus stated by McKenzie, p. Ixxxvii: ‘At the distance of
about 40 miles [up Athabasca r.] from the lake {Athabasca] is the Old Estab-
lishment . . . formed by Mr. Pond in the year 1778-9, and which was the
only one in this part of the world, till the year 1785. In the year 1788 it was
transferred to the Lake of .the Hills [Athabasca], and formed on a point on its
Southern side, at about eight miles from the discharge of the river. It was
named Fort Chepewyan, and is in latitude 58. 38. North, longitude 1r0. 26.
West . . . the place which I made my headquarters for eight years, and from '
whence I took my departure, on both my expeditions.” Sir Alexander left it
June 3d, 1789, returned to it Sept. 12th, 1789, after an absence of 102z days,
and wintered there with Roderic McKenzie, 178g—90 ; on his return he found
C. Grant building a new house. Fort Chipewyan stood on the base of a rocky
point which ran about a league out into the S. W. part of the lake, and soon
became an important trade center as the general rendezvous and distributing
post of that whole region. It was painted inside, and had a little library. It-
was styled ‘* Emporium of the North ” and *“ Little Athens of the Hyperborean
regions.” It was decaying in 1815 and abandoned about 1820. New Fort
Chipewyan was built across the lake, on the N. side of the W. end, and thus
more nearly in Peace River delta itself.~—In 1798 Mr. John Thomson built a
house, 28 x 24 feet, on Peace r., at entrance of Little Red r.; this I have found
by the name of Fort de la Riviére Rouge ou Grand Marais ; it had been aban-
doned and was in ruins in 1805.—Fort Vermilion stood on the right bank of
Peace r., near Boyer r., about lat. 582 30’ N, long. 116° W.: note %, p. 506.
David Thompson was there May 2d, 1804. Andrew McKenzie, natural son of
Sir Alexander, died young there, Mar. 1st, 1809. —Fort Encampment Island was
on Peace r. above Fort Vermilion ; it was operative along about 1808. Fortde
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grandfather, as they do not possess totems®—that ready
expedient among the Saulteurs. They have a certain way
of distinguishing their families and tribes, but it is not
nearly so accurate as that of the Saulteurs, and the second
or third generation back seems often lost in oblivion. Their
ideas of creation are nearly the same, and they have the
same wonderful stories concerning Nainauboushaw, whom
they call Wee-suc-ha-jouck. Their tales, however, are not
related so clearly and distinctly; many things appear ob-
scure to them, and to such they can give no proper signifi-
cation. They are fully as much addicted to spirituous
liquors as the Saulteurs, but generally have no means of
obtaining it. Those only who frequent the strong wood
country can purchase liquor and tobacco. Those who
inhabit the plains are a useless set of lazy fellows—a nui-

Tremble, du Tremble, or des Trembles—one of several ‘‘aspen” forts so-
called—was on Peace r. above Fort Vermilion and below the mouth of Iro-
quois r., a little beyond lat. 58°, near long. 116° 30’.—Fort McLeod (one) was
on the left bank of Peace r. below (N. of) *‘ the forks,” 7. e., mouth of Smoky r.,
say lat. 56° 40', long. little over 117°.—What D. Thompson calls Fort of the
Forks, where he spent more than a year, 1802-04, was on Peace r., right bank,
about 5 m. above the mouth of Smoky r.—Fort Dunvegan is the best known by
name of all these Peace River houses, as Dunvegan is still the name of the place,
on the left bank, at mouth of Muddy cr., near lat. 56° and about long. 118° 40’ ;
the fort was well built and situated ; Harmon arrived there Oct. 1oth, 1808,
and was to winter 1808-09 with Donald McTavish, J. G. McTavish, John
McGillivray, and about 40 others; F. Goedike left Oct. 14th for St. John's
above.—Fort St. John was on the left bank of Peace r., some 100 m. above
Dunvegan, a few miles below that Pine r. which comes from the S, lat, above
56°, long. mear 121° in what was then New Caledonia and is now British
Columbia.—Cust’s house is marked on some late maps as on the left bank of
Peace r., in the cafion, lat. 56°, long. 122°.—For Hudson’s Hope, old and new,
below and at the cafion, see note %3, p. 489.—Fort McLeod (another), which
was also called McLeod’s fort, was built at the N. end of McLeod 1., about
lat. 539, a little beyond long. 123°. McLeod 1. receives Crooked r., which is
the discharge from Kerry's and other lakes, and also receives Long Laker., at
the mouth of which is the fort; the combined discharge of these waters, now
known as Pack r., joins Parsnip r.

? An excellent account of the Ojibway totem-system is given by the learned
Anglojibway, Hon. W. W. Warren, in Minn. Hist. Soc. Coll., V. 1885,
Chap. II. pp. 41-53.
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sance both to us and to their neighbors, and much addicted
to horse stealing. They are generally found in large camps
winter and summer, idle throughout the year. Buffalo is
their only object. Although passionately fond of liquor
and tobacco, still they will not resort to the woods where
they could procure furs to purchase those articles. In
winter they take to the bow and arrows; firearms are scarce
among them, and they use but little ammunition. If they
procure a gun, it is instantly exchanged with an Assiniboine
for a horse. )

Their tents, like those of all other tribes of the plains,
are of dressed leather, erected with poles, generally 17 in
number, of which two are tied together about three feet
from the top. These being erected and set apart at the
base, the others are placed against them in a slanting posi-
tion, meeting at the top, so that they all form nearly a
circle, which is then covered with the leather. This con-
sists of 10 to 15 dressed skins of the buffalo, moose, or red
deer, well sewed together and nicely cut to fit the conical
figure of the poles, with an opening above, to let out smoke
and admit the light. From this opening down to the door
the two edges of the tent are brought close together and
well secured with wooden pegs about six inches long, leav-
ing for the door an oval aperture about two feet wide and
three feet high, below which the edges are secured with
similar pegs. This smalil entrance does well enough for the
natives, who are brought up to it from infancy, but a Euro-
pean is puzzled to get through, as a piece of hide stretched
upon a frame of the same shape as the door, but somewhat
larger, hangs outside, and must be raised by hand to pass.
These tents are spacious, measuring 20 feet in diameter.
The fire is always made in the center, around which they
generally place a range of stones to prevent the ashes from
scattering and keep the fire compact. New tents are
perfectly white; some of them are painted with red and
black figures. These devices are generally derived from
their dreams, being some sea-monster or other hideous
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animal, whose description has been handed down from their
ancestors. A large camp of such tents, pitched regularly on
a level plain, has a fine effect at a distance, especially when
numerous bands of horses are seen feeding in all directions.

The men in general tattoo their bodies and arms very
much. The women confine this ornamentation to the chin,
having three perpendicular lines from the middle of the
chin to the lip, and one or more running on each side,
‘nearly parallel with the corner of the mouth. Their dress
consists of leather; that of the men is a pair of leggings,
reaching up to the hip, and fastened to the breech-clout
girth. The clout itself is generally a few inches of woolen
stuff : but, when this cannot be procurzad, they use a piece
of dressed leather about nine inches broad and four feet
long, whose ends are drawn through the girth and hang
down before and behind about a foot. They are not so
particular and decent in this part of their dress as the
Saulteurs. The shirt is of soft dressed leather, either cab-
brie or young red deer, close about the neck and hanging
to the middle of the thigh; the sleeves are of the same,
loose and open under the arms to the elbows, but thence
to the wrist sewed tight. The cap is commonly a piece of
leather, or skin with the hair on, shaped to fit the head, and
tied under the chin; the top is usually decorated with
feathers or other ornament. Shoes are made of buffalo
hide dressed in the hair, and mittens of tie same. Over
the whole a buffalo robe is thrown, which serves as covering
day and night. Such is their common dress; but on par-
ticular occasions they appear to greater advantage, having
their cap, shirt, leggings, and shoes perfectly clean and
white, trimmed with porcupine-quills and other ingenious
work of their women, who are supposed to be the most
skillful hands in the country at decorations of this kind.
Their dress consists of the same materials as the men’s.
Their leggings do not reach above the knee, and are gath-
ered below that joint; their shoes always lack decoration.
The shift or body-garment reaches down to the calf, where
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it is generally fringed and trimmed with quill-work; the
upper part is fastened over the shoulders by strips of
leather; a flap or cape hangs down about a foot before and
behind, and is ornamented with quill-work and fringe. This
covering is. quite loose, but tied around the waist with a
belt of stiff parchment, fastened on the side, where also
some ornaments are suspended. The sleeves are detached
from the body-garment; from the -vrist to the elbow they
are sewed, but thence to the shoulder they are open under-
neath and drawn up to the neck, where they are fastened
across the breast and back. Their ornaments are two or
three coils of brass wire twisted around the rim of each ear,
_in which incisions are made for that purpose; blue beads,
brass rings, quill-work, and fringe occasionally answer. Ver-
milion is much used by the women to paint the face. Their
hair is generally parted on the crown, and fastened behind
each ear in large knots, from which are suspended bunches
of blue beads, or other ingenious work of their own. The
men adjust their hair in various forms; some have it parted
on top and tied in a tail on each side, while others make
one long queue which hangs down behind, and around which
is twisted a strip of otter skin or dressed buffalo entrails.
This tail is frequently increased in thickness and length by
adding fzise hair, but others allow it to flow loose natu-
rally. Combs are seldom used by the men, and they never
smear the Hair with grease, but red earth is sometimes put
upon it. White earth daubed over the hair generally de-
notes mourning. The young men sometimes have a bunch
of hair on the crown, about the size of a small teacup, and
nearly in the shape of that vessel upside down, to which
they fasten various ornaments of feathers, quill-work,
ermine tails, etc. Red and white earth and charcoal are
much used in their toilets; with the former they usually
daub their robes and other garments, some red and others
white. The women comb their hair and use grease on it.
Chastity does not sezm to be a virtue among the Crees,
who make frequently temporary exchanges of wives among
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themselves. But clandestine amours, if discovered by the
husband, are often attended with serious consequences to
the woman, who is punished by loss of her nose, and some-
times even by death. Polygamy is very common; tie first
wife is considered as mistress of the tent, and rules the
others, frequently with a rod of iron, obliging them to per-
form all the drudgery. More than one family seldom
inhabit the same tent. Venereal disease is common, and
appears to be a principal cause of death, as they do not
possess that knowledge of roots and other remedies which
the Saulteurs use. Smallpox some years ago made great
havoc among these people, destroying entire camps; but
they are again increasing very fast. To find the exact
number of men would be difficult, as they are dispersed
over a vast extent of country, and often mix with Assini-
boines and other natives with whom they are at peace. As
nearly as I could ascertain, they have about 300 tents,
which may furnish goo men capable of bearing arms. It
must, however, be observed that in this calculation I do
not include those Crees who live N. of Beaver river.

The Assiniboines or Stone Indians originated from the
Sioux or Nadouasis, probably S. of St. Peter’s [Minnesota]
river, where some misunderstanding between different
bands caused their separation. They are now numerous,
and inhabit a vast extent of plains. Their lands may be
said to commence at the Hair hills, near Red river, thence
running W. along the Assiniboine, from that to the junc-
tion of the North and South branches of the Saskatchewan,
and up the former branch to Fort Vermillion; then due S.
to Battle river, then S. E. to the Missourie, down that river
nearly to the Mandane villages, and finally N. E. to the
Hair hills again. All this space of open country may be
" called the lands of the Assiniboines. A few straggling
Crees occasionally mix among them.

They are generally of moderate stature, rather slender,
and very active; there are, however, many tall and well-
proportioned men among them. Their complexion is of a
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lighter copper color than that of the Crees, and their fea-
tures are more regular. The men adjust their hair in vari-
ous forms; it is seldom cut, but as it grows is twisted into
small locks or tails, about the thickness of a finger. Combs
are never used; what loose hair falls out is twisted into
those tails, and frequently false hair is added. Many wear
numerous tails trailing on the ground; but it is customary
to twist this immense flow of hair into a coil on top of the
head, broad below and tapering above like a sugar loaf nine
inches high. No grease or oily substance whatever is
applied to the hair, which they frequently wash, and then
daub with red earth. Their dress, tents, customs, and man-
ners are nearly the same as those of the Crees, but they
observe more decorum in camp, and are more cleanly and
hospitable. Theirrobesand other garments are kept clean,
but daubed with clay. They are excellent riders and notor-
ious horse-thieves, even among themselves, perpetually em-
broiled on account of horses and women; instant murder is
frequently the consequence, and indeed to those two causes
may be attributed all the quarrels and disturbances among
the Meadow tribes, who seldom wait until intoxicated to
revenge an injury. Chastity is little esteemed, and fidelity
is not considered essential to conjugal happiness. They
often barter the persons of their women for a trifling recom-
pense. Polygamy is very common, and they regard their
wives in the same light as all other savages in this country
do—that is, as mere drudges and slaves. Venereal disease
is common, and I cannot find that they have any effectual
remedy. The men are careless in concealing their private
parts; a small strip of leather is generally hung before, but
little attended to, while the backside is always naked,
except when they have on buffalo robes. In other respects
they dress like the Crees.

The principal occupation of these people is making
pounded meat and grease, which they barter with us for
liquor, tobacco, powder, balls, knives, awls, brass rings,
brass wire, blue beads, and other trinkets. Transportation
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of their baggage is mostly performed by dogs, as their
horses are generally kept for hunting buffalo. Dogs are
tackled to two straight poles about 15 feet long, fastened
together at one end, at the other spread about eight feet
apart. Where the poles are lashed together, several folds
of dressed buffalo skins, which answer for a saddle, are fast-
ened and laid directly on the dog’s shoulders; a strip of
leather attached to this is brought round the dog’s neck
and made fast again to the meeting of the poles; then a
hoop is laid across the poles a little behind the dog’s rump
and interwoven closely with leather thongs, and upon this
the burden is laid. Often horses are tackled in the same
manner, particularly in wizter: In summer they chase
buffalo on horseback, and kill them with the bow and
arrows; in winter they take them in pounds.

It is supposed that these people are the most expert and
dexterous nation of the plains in constructing pounds, and
in driving buffalo into them. The pounds are of differ-
ent dimensions, according to the number of tents in one
camp. The common size is from 60 to 100 paces or yards
in circumference, and about five feet in height. Trees
are cut down, laid upon one another, and interwoven with
branches and green twigs; small openings are left to admit
the dogs to feed upon the carcasses. of the bulls, which
are generally left as useless. This inclosure is commonly
made between two hummocks, on the declivity or at the
foot of rising ground. The entrance is about ten paces
wide, and always fronts the plains. On each side of this
entrance commences a thick range of fascines, the two
ranges spreading asunder as they extend, to the distance
of 100 yards, beyond which openings are left at intervals;
but the fascines soon become more thinly planted, and con-
tinue to spread apart to the right and left, until each range
has been extended about 300 yards from the pound. The
labor is then diminished by only placing at intervals three
or four cross-sticks, in imitation of a dog or other animal
[sometimes called “dead men”]; these extend on the
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plain for about two miles, and double rows of them are
planted in several other directions to a still greater dis-
tance. Young men are usually sent out to collect and bring
in the buffalo—a tedious task which requires great patience,
for the herd must be started by slow degrees. This is done
by setting fire to dung or grass. Three young men will
bring in a herd of several hundred from a great distance. ‘-
When the wind is aft it is most favorable, as they can then
direct the buffalo with great ease. Having come in sight
of the ranges, they generally drive the herd faster, until it
begins to enter the ranges, where a swift-footed person
has been stationed with a buffalo robe over his head, to imi-
tate that animal; but sometimes a horse performs this
business. When he sees buffaloes approaching, he moves
slowly toward the pound until they appear to follow him ;
then he sets off at full speed, imitating a buffalo as well as
he can, with the herd after him. The young men in the
rear now discover themselves, and drive the herd on with
all possible speed. There is always a sentinel on some ele-
vated spot to notify the camp when the buffalo appear;
and this intelligence is no sooner given than every man,
woman, and child runs to the ranges that lead to the pound,
to prevent the buffalo from taking a wrong direction.
There they lie down between the fascines and cross-sticks,
and if the buffalo attempt to break through, the people
wave their robes, which causes the herd to keep on, or turn
to the opposite side, where other persons do the same.
When the buffalo have been thus directed to the entrance
of the pound, the Indian who leads them rushes into it and
out at the other side, either by jumping over the inclosure
or creeping through an opening left for that purpose. The
buffalo tumble in pell-mell at his heels, almost exhausted, but
keep moving around the inclosure from E. to W., and never
in a direction against the sun. What appeared extraordi-
nary to me, on those occasions, was that, when word was
given to the camp of the near approach of the buffalo, the -
dogs would skulk away from the pound, and not approach
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until the herd entered. Many buffaloes break their legs,
and some their necks, in jumping into the pound, as the
descent is generally six or eight feet, and stumps are left
standing there. The buffalo being caught, the men assem-
ble at the inclosure, armed with bows and arrows; every
arrow has a particular mark of the owner, and they fly
until the whole herd is killed. Then the men enter the
pound, and each claims his own; but commonly there is
what they term the master of the pound, who divides the
animals and gives each tént an equal share, reserving noth-
ing for himself. But in the end he is always the best
provided for; everyone is obliged to send him a certain
portion, as it is in his tent that the numerous ceremonies
relating to the pound are observed. There the young men
are always welcome to feast and smoke, and no women are
allowed to enter, as that tent is set apart for the affairs of
the pound. Horses are sometimes used to collect and bring
in buffalo, but this method is less effectual than the other;
besides, it frightens the herds and soon causes them to
withdraw to a great distance. When horses are used, the
buffalo are absolutely driven into the pound; but when
the other method is pursued, they are in a manner enticed
to their destruction.

These people, although the most arrant horse-thieves in
the world, are at the same time the most hospitable to
strangers who arrive in their camps, where rounds of invi-
tations to feasts are given, until the guests are satisfied.
These feasts vary according to the time of the year, but
are always of the best the season affords, such as dried ber-
ries, meadow turnips, choice meat, marrowfat, etc. These
Indians are miserably provided with utensils; even their
wooden bowls are madc very roughlv. They are tolerably
well off for firearms, which they get in barter from the
Crees for horses. Bows and arrows, shields, lances, and
clubs constitute their weapons of war, in which they are
frequently engaged, being at enmity with all the different
nations to the S., and particularly with their old friends,
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the Sioux, to whom they seem to have sworn eternal
hatred. They are rather timorous, and nothing but their
numbers causes them to be dreaded. Seldom more than
one family dwell in the same tent, and whenever a young
man marries he setsup a tent apart. The smallpox some
years ago ravaged them, and greatly diminished their
numbers. '

These people have numerous traditions concerning the
Great Nainouboushow, whom they call Eth 'tom-E. Their
ideas concerning creation are nearly the same as those of
the Saulteurs, with the addition that Eth ’tom-E, having
caused the water to rise by his misconduct, made a canoe
of twigs into which he embarked a pair of every kind of
beasts, birds, etc.—something like Noah’s ark; and it was
the muskrat that brought up the earth. The dead are
always buried near by, in the same manner as the Saulteurs
bury theirs, but in a sitting posture, with their faces to the
E. Their ideas of a future state are nearly the same, but
they say that, after a person has lain some time in a trance,
his soul or spirit goes as far as the river which it must
cross to reach the Elysian Fields, but is driven back by a
hideous red bull, and obliged to enter the body again.” The
most heinous crimes among them being murder and suicide,
all who are guilty of these tumble headlong into the stream,
and are heard of nevermore. Women who hang themselves
are the most miserable of all wretches in the other world.

Their principal and most inveterate game is that of the
hoop, which proves as ruinous to them as the platter does
to the Saulteurs. This game is played in the following
manner: They have a hoop about two feet in diameter,
nearly covered with dressed leather, and tiimmed with
quill-work, feathers, bits of metal, and other trinkets, on
which are certain particular marks. Two persons play at
the same time, by rolling the hoop and accompanying it,
one on each side; when it is about to fall, each gently
throws one arrow in such manner that the hoop may fall
upon them; and according to that mark on the hoop which
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rests upon the arrows, they reckon the game. They also
play another game by holding some article in one hand, or
putting it into one of two shoes, the other hand or shoe be-
ing empty. The platter is now very common among them.
They have another game which requires 40 to 50 small
sticks, as thick as a goose-quill and about a foot long; these
are all shuffled together, and then divided into two bunches,
and according to the even or odd numbers of sticks in the
bunch chosen, the players lose or win. They have several
different ways of playing with those-sticks.

Into their numbers I have been particular to inquire;
but I find them so much divided and subdivided into dif-
ferent bands or tribes, as to make it a difficult task to ascer-
tain the exact population. The following is as near the
truth as I can come:*

200 Tents of Little Girl Assiniboines, who inhabit Rivieére
la Souris, the Moose Hills, and Téte a la Biche.

200 Tents of Paddling and Foot Assiniboines, who inhabit
the lakes of Riviere Qu’Appelle, etc., and thence to the
Missourie.

160 Tents of Canoe, or, as some call them, Canoe and Pad-
dling Assiniboines, who dwell W. of the Paddling and
Foot Assiniboines.

24 Tents of Red River Assiniboines, who dwell to the W.
and near the latter.

30 Tents of Rabbit Assiniboines, who dwell to the W. and
near the latter.

3 As indicated by the name of Stone Sioux or Assiniboines, these Indians are
of the Siouan linguistic family ; Hohe is their Dakotan name. They now num-
ber about 3,000 souls, nearly evenly divided between British America and the
United States. Late official returns show g52 on Fort Belknap reservation, 719
on Fort Peck reservation, both in Montana, and 2 at Devil’s Lake Agency, N.
Dakota; total for the United States, 1,673. The figures for British America, with
some insignificant exceptions, are : Pheasant Rump’s band, at Moose Mountain,
69 ; Ocean Man’s band there, 68 ; Man Who Took the Coat’s band, at Indian
Head, 248 ; Bear’s Head band, Battleford Agency, 227 ; Cheepoostequahn
band, Peace Hills Agency, 128; Bear's Paw band, at Morleyville, 236;
Chiniquy band, at Sarcee Agency, 134; Jacob’s band, 227; total, 1,337.
.Grand total, 3,010.
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40 Tents of Stone or Rocky Assiniboines, who dwell about
the Skunk Wood hills or Montagne de Foudre [Thunder
hill].

35 Tents of Those Who Have Water For Themselves Only ;
Skunk hills and westward.

.38 Tents of Eagle Hills Assiniboines, who dwell between

Bark [Bear] hills and the South Branch.

50 Tents of Saskatchewan Assiniboines, who inhabit the
South Branch of that river,.and Eagle hills.

33 Tents of Foot Assiniboines, W. of Eagle hills and
toward Lac du Diable, S. of the South Branch.

40 Tents of Strong Wood Assiniboines, on Battle river and
between that and the South Branch.

850 Tents in all, exclusive of Swampy Ground Assiniboines,
who, although of the same nation, inhabit the strong
wood W. of Fort Augustus, along Panbian river [branch
of the Athabasca], never frequent the plains, and are ex-
cellent beaver hunters. Formerly they were very numer-
ous, but frequent murders among themselves, and the
ravages of the smallpox, have reduced their numbers to
about 30 Tents. They are fully as much addicted to
spirituous liquor as the Saulteurs.

These 880 tents might produce about 2,000 men capable
of bearing arms. In the summer of 1809 a great body of
Assiniboines assembled on the Missourie for war. When
all their fircarms were collected and counted, the total was
1,100 guns, which may be considered as a proof that I do
not exaggerate in the above estimates.

The Blackfeet, Bloods, and Piegans may be considered
under one grand appellation of Slave Indians.* The tract

41In so considering them, Henry uses ‘‘ Slave” in an unusual sense, which,
" however, may have attached to the Blackfeet, Bloods, and Piegans in his time.
The Slaves properly so called belong to an entirely different linguistic family,
namely, the Athapascan, and to the Northern group or division of that stock.
But the Blackfeet, Bloods, and Piegans constitute the Siksika division of the
great Algonquian family, to which linguistic stock the Crees also belong.

« Blackfoot ” and ** Blackfeet” are terms which have been very loosely used,
and led to much confusion of perfectly distinct Indians. Certain * Blackfeet ”
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of land which they call their own at present begins on a
line due S. from Fort Vermillion to the South Branch of the
Saskatchewan and up that stream to the foot of the Rocky
mountains ; then goes N. along the -mountains until it
strikes the N. Branch of the Saskatchewan, and down
that stream to Vermillion river. Painted Feather’s band of
Blackfeet are the most eastern; next to them are the Cold
band of Blackfeet ; near these again are the Bloods; and the
Piegans or Picaneaux dwell along the foot of the mountains.
These people in general are remarkably stout, tall, and
well-proportioned men. The language is the same among
the three tribes. Their complexion is rather swarthy,

are the Sihasapa, a division of Teton Sioux, with whom we have nothing here
to do. The Blackfeet of our text are the Siksika proper, who have long
formed and still constitute, with the Kino or Bloods and the Piegans, a great
confederacy, now numbering nearly 7,000. A part of these Indians, to the
number of about 1,800, occupy the very extensive Blackfoot, Blood, and Pie-
gan reservation in northern Montana, from the Rocky mts. eastward in the
region of Maria’s r. and Milk r., and the headwaters of Belly and St. Mary’s
rivers ; the agency is on Badger cr., a branch of Two Medicine cr., a branch
of Maria’s r., not far from the spot where the Lewis and Clark Expedition had
its only fatal collision: see L. and C., ed. 1893, p. 1096 seg. A majority of
these Indians arc Piegans alone. The rest of the Siksika, being a majority
of the Biackfeet proper and Bloods, are on reserves in Alberta, to the number
of nearly 5,000.

The Henry copy wavers in spelling ** Piegan,” but it is in this form as often
as any other, and I make it so uniformly. Some of the forms I have noted are
Pigan, Peigan, Peegan, Peagan, Paegan, Pagan, Peikan, Pekan, Pikan, Pike-
now, Pickenow—those with % sound nearest the early French Picaneaux, sing.
and pl., which Henry uses also. The name is usually Pahkee or Pawkee in
Lewis and Clark literature.

The Northern division of the Athapascan family includes all the numerous
tribes of that stock now in British America and Alaska. They are entirely an
interior family, being cut off from the coasts by the Eskimo on the N, and E.,
also by Algonquian tribes on the E., and almost so on the Pacific by Salishan
and other families ; though two Arhapascan tribes reach the Alaskan coast, one
of them being the Altena or Copper River Indians. On the S. the Northern
Athapascans encountered Algonquian and Salishan tribes. Fourteen principal
tribes of Northern Athapascans are now recognized, among them the Ahtena,
Kutchin, Montagnais, Montagnard, Nagailer, Slave (properly so called), and
Taculli. The Indians commonly called Nahanies, Chipewyans, Yellow Knives,
Dog Ribs, Beavers, Hares, and many others, all belong to this great division.
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although they frequently have a fair skin and gray eyes,
with light hair. In dress and manners they nearly corre-
spond with the natives of the Missourie, which I have
already mentioned in my journal.

These Slave Indians daub their bodies, robes, and gar-
ments profusely with red earth, which appears to be the
principal article of their toilet. They have another favorite
pigment, which they procure on their excursions beyond
the Rocky mountains, of a glossy lead color, which is used
to daub their faces after red earth has been applied. This
kind of paint tends to give them a ghastly and savage
appearance. The elder men allow their hair to grow, and
twist it in the same manner as the Assiniboines; but instead
of forming the coil on the crown, they wear it on the
forehead, projecting seven or eight inches in a huge knob,
smeared with red earth. The young men aliow. theirs to
flow loose and lank about their necks, taking great care to
keep it smooth about the face; they also wear a lock hang-
ing down over the forehead to the tip of the nose, there
cut square, and kept smooth and flat, as if to hide the nose.
They wear no breech-clouts and are quite careless about that
part of the body. Their dress consists of a leather shirt,
trimmed with human hair and quill-work, and leggings of
the same; shoes are of buffalo skin dressed in the hair;
and caps, a strip of buffalo or wolf skin about nine inches.
broad, tied around the head. Their necklace is a string
of grizzly bear claws. A buffalo robe is thrown over all
occasionally.  Their ornaments are few—feathers, quill-
work, and human hair, with red, white, and blue earth,
constitute the whole apparatus; but they are fond of
European baubles to decorate their hair. The young men
appear proud and haughty, and are particular to keep their
garments and robes clean. The women are a filthy set.
Their dress consists of leather; their hair, never combed
except with the fingers, is worn loose about the neck and
always besmeared with the red and lead-colored earth.
This gives them a savage countenance, though the fea-
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tures of many. of them would be agreeable, were they not
so incrusted with earth. Some of them keep their cov-
erings white; I presume they are cleaned wi.a white clay,
and when trimmed with fringe and quill-work look tolerably
well. They are a most licentious people. Many of them
have six or seven wives. The men, when inclined to treat a
stranger with civility, always offer him the handsomest. At
our establishment they are a nuisance in offering women,
as they would bladders of grease, and often feel offended
if their services are not accepted. The women appear to
be held in slavery, and stand in awe of their husbands.
They are notorious thieves; when we hear of a band com-
ing in every piece of iron or other European article that
can be carried off must be shut up. They have not yet
begun to steal horses—no doubt because they have such
vast numbers of their own; some of the Blackfeet own 40
or 50 horses. But the Piegans have by far the greatest
numbers; I heard of one man who. had 300. Those ani-
mals are got from their enemies southward, where they are
perpetually at war with the Snakes, Flat Heads, and other
nations, who have vast herds, and who appear to be a
defenseless race ; having no firearms, they easily fall a prey
to the Slaves, who are tolerably well provided with arms
and ammunition. A common horse can be bought here
for a carrot of tobacco, which weighs about three pounds,
and costs in Canada four shillings. The saddles these peo-
ple use are of two kinds. The one which I suppose to be
of the most ancient construction is made of wood well
joined, and covered with raw buffalo hide, which in dry-
ing binds every part tight. This frame rises about ten
inches before and behind ; the tops are bent over horizon-
tally and spread out, forming a flat piece about six inches
in diameter. The stirrup, attached to the framec by a
leather thong, is a piece of bent wood, over which is
stretched raw buffalo hide, making it firm and strong.
When an Indian is going to mount he throws his buffalo
robe over the saddle, and rides on it. The other saddle,
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which is the same as that of the Assiniboines and Crees,
is made by shaping two pieces of parchment on dressed
leather, about 20 inches long and 14 broad, through the
length of which are sewed two parallel lines three inches
apart, on each side of which the saddle is well stuffed with
moose or red deer hair. Under each kind of saddle are
placed two or three folds of soft dressed buffalo skin, to
keep the horse from getting a sore back.

Their tents are large and clean. The devices generally
used in painting them are taken from beasts and birds; the
buffalo and *he bear are frequently delineated, but in a
rude and uncouth manner. They are great warriorz, and
" so easily prey on their enemies that many of the cid men
have killed with their own hands, during their younger
days, 15 or 20 men. Women and children are never reck-
oned; anrd he is considered but a moderate warrior who
has killed only 10 men. Like other tribes of the plains,
these people appear much afflicted with venereal disease,
for which they have no remedy. They are exceedingly
superstitious in all their actions ; even their smoking is done
with many superstitious maneuvers. Some rest the pipe
on a small stone which they carry about for that purpose;
others, on dry buffalo dung; others again, on a particular
piece of earth, clay, wood, or metal. Some of them have
a small bone whistle suspended to their necks, and on
taking a fresh-lighted pipe, whistle several times before
they smoke, at the same time waving the hands on each
side of the stem. The pipe is always passed round in rota-
tion with the course of the sun; and they never press down
its contents with the finger after it is once lighted, a small
stick being used for that purpose. Each man drawsonly a
few whiffs, and instantly hands it to the next on his left.

The ideas the Blackfeet have of the creation and a future
state are much confused. The following information, which
I obtained from old Painted Feather, was all I could collect:
At first the world was one body of water inhabited by only
one great white man and his wife, who had no children.
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This man, in the course of time, made the earth, divided
the waters into lakes and rivers, and formed the range of
the Rocky mountains; after which he made the beasts,
birds, fishes, and every other living creature. He then
made a man out of clay,and gave him the power to
make a wife for himself, which he did out of clay also.
They were then man and wife, and in course of time had
a numerous offspring, who intermarried, and from whom
originated all the white men. The Indians were after-
ward made by the great white man out of the same mate-
rial. But in the course of time he grew jealous of his
wife for some unknown cause, and one day in a fit of rage
he cut off one of her legs. She fled to the moon, where
she is still seen sitting with only one leg, and for her mis-
conduct is doomed to appear only at night. The great
white man himself retired from the earth in disgust, and
took up his abode in the sun, where he still remains. They
both still live, and will do so forever. He is the great ruler
of all things—what they term Nah-toos, which signifies
Great Spirit and Supreme Being. He is of middling stature,
and has an enormous beard and eyebrows; he never raises
his head or eyes to look upon-the earth, for, if he did so, all
nature would instantly perish. Time has no effect upon
him. In winter he appears old and loses his vigor; in
summer he resumes his natural strength and renews his
youth ; thus he is always the same thing. He is displeased
whein they murder each other, but delights in their wars,
and is pleased to see them destroy their enemies. They
have no knowledge of any bad spirit. An eclipse of the
sun or moon denotes bloody wars. When a Blackfoot dies
his spirit instantly goes to a great hummock situated
between Red Deer river and the South Branch of the
Saskatchewan, in sight of the Rocky mountains. Here the
spirit ascends into the air and proceeds southward to a
delightful country, well stocked with horses, buffalo, and
women, and there lives happy to all eternity, making
pounds, chasing buffalo, and enjoying handsome women.
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But everyone that has lived a wicked life on earth, com-
mitted murder in his own nation, or been guilty of suicide,
must pass by a different route to the Elysian fields. He has
a steep precipice to climb, which gives him much pain and
trouble ; having surmounted this, he comes to a large camp
of tents. There, if the inhabitants come out to welcome
him, he will be happy forever. Perhaps those individuals will
not receive him, but desire him to return to his life upon
the earth. This is considered as a great punishment, but it
must be done. A woman who hangs herself is regarded as
the most heinous criminal, and never arrives at the Elysian
fields; she disappears and is never heard of again. Men
killed by enemies in war fly instantly up into the air and
proceed eastward, where they remain in perpetual motion,
hallooing and whooping as if in battle; many of them have
been heard flying past. If an Indian is terrified at the cries
of the deceased he shall surely die himself in a short time;
but if, on the contrary, he is undismayed and not afraid to
join in the whoop, he shall then live to old age. Thunder
is a man who was very wicked and troublesome to the
Indians, killing men and beasts in great numbers. But
many years ago he made peace with the Blackfeet, and gave
them a pipestem in token of his friendship; since which
period he has been harmless. This stem they still possess,
and it is taken great care of by one of their chiefs, called
Three Bulls. Lightning is produced by the same man that
makes thunder when he visits the earth in person and is
angry ; but they know not what causes his wrath.’

The principal occupation of the Slaves is war, and, like all
other savages, they are excessively cruel to their enemies.
I have heard of instances that chilled my blood with horror.
The country they inhabit abounds with animals of various
kinds; beaver are numerous, but they will not hunt them
with any spirit, so that their principal produce is dried pro-

& Painted Feather seems to have been an all-round and well-posted theolo-

gian, to judge by the mixture of Jewish, Mohammedan, Scandinavian, and
Oriental dogma he confided t> Henry.
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visions, buffalo robes, wolves, foxes, and other meadow
‘skins, and furs of little value. In summer they chase buf-
falo on horseback, and kill them with the bow and arrows,
and in winter they take them in pounds. Smallpox has
destroyed great numbers; however, they are still very
numerous, and increasing fast. The following is the
present population, as nearly as I could ascertain it:

120 Tents, Painted Feather’s band, . . 360 warriors.
80 “ Cold band, . . . . 160 ¢

100 “ Bloods, . . . . . 200 “

350 ¢ Piegans or Picaneaux, . . 700 ¢

650 Tents of Slaves, or about . . . L4200 @«

Painted Feather's band are the most civilized, and well
disposed toward us. The Cold band are notoriously a set
of audacious villains. The Bloods are still worse, always
inclined to mischief and murder. The Piegans are the most
numerous and best disposed toward us of all the Indians in
the plains. They also kill beaver. The other tribes stand
in awe of them, and they have frequently offered us their
services to quell disturbances made by other tribes.

The Big Bellies, or Rapid Indians,’” are now stationed S.
of the Slaves, between the South Branch and the Missourie.
Formerly they inhabited the point of land between the
North and South branches of the Saskatchewan to the junc-
tion of those two streams; from which circumstance, itis sup-
posed, they derived the name of Rapid Indians. They are

® Otherwise Fall Indians, so called by Umfreville as living about the rapids
or falls of the South Branch of the Saskatchewan. Henry’s synonym, Big Bel-
lies (Gros Ventres), is here used in its proper application. This name led to
great confusion when it ‘was extended improperly to the Minnetarees or
Hidatsas who were then living on the Missouri with the Mandans, and are
now on the Fort Berthold reservation in N. Dakota ; for these, like the Man-
dans, are of Siouan stock. Burt the Big Bellies, Gros Ventres, Rapid, or Fall
Indians are the Atsina: see L. and C., ed. 1893, p. 199, and esp. Umfreville,
1790, p. 197, and table opp. p. 202.
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[not] of the same nation as the Big Bellies of the Missourie,
whom I have already mentioned. Their dress, customs,
and manners appear to me to be the same. Formerly they
were very numerous, and much dreaded by the neighboring
nations. But since the smallpox their numbers have dimin-
ished very much, through the effects of that baneful disease,
and in consequence of depredations committed upon them
by tribes with whom they have been at variance. The Slaves
have fought many bloody battles with them, though they
are now on amicable terms. They are a more industrious
people, and commenly bring us a good trade in dried pro-
visions, beaver skins, and grizzly bear and buffalo robes.
In dressing these robes they are far superior to the Slaves
and fully equal to the Mandanes. They are an audacious,
turbulent race, and have repeatedly attempted to massacre
us. The first attack was made at old Fort Bralé in 1793,
when they pillaged the H. B. Co. fort, and were about to
commit a similar outrage upon that of the N. W. Co.; but,
through the spirited conduct of one of the clerks, they were
repulsed, and fled with the booty already acquired from the
"H. B. Co. establishment. The summer following they
assembled and formally attacked the H. B. Co. fort on the
South Branch, which they destroyed, massacred the people,
and pillaged them of everything they could find, leaving
the place in ashes. At the same time they attempted to
destroy the N. W. Co. fort, which stood near that of the
H. B. Co.; but, meeting with an unexpected resistance,
they retired with the loss of one of their principal chiefs,
and some others killed and wounded ; since which they
have been more peaceable. They may now form about 8o
tents, containing 240 men bearing arms.

The Sarcees " are a distinct nation, and have an entirely

? There are many forms of this word in the Henry copy, as elsewhere—Sar-
cee, Sarci, Sarcie, Sursee, Sursie, Sussie, Sussee, etc.; but *‘ Sarcee” is spelled
as often as any other, and as this is the most usual form now, I reduce his
variants to one. I have noticed Susie and Circe, but these forms are rare. As
Henry says, these Indians are totally distinct from any others he has treated.
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different language from any other of the plains; it is diffi-
cult to acquire, from the many guttural sounds it contains.
Their land was formerly on the N. side of the Saskatchewan,
but they removed to the S. side, and now dwell commonly
S. of the Beaver hills, near the Slaves, with whom they are
at peace. They have the name of being a brave and war-
like people, with whom neighboring nations always appear
desirous of being upon amicable terms. Their customs and
manners seem to be nearly the same as those of the Crees,
and their dress is the same. Their language greatly re-
sembles that of the Chepewyans,” many words being exactly
the same; from this, and their apparent emigration from
the N., we have reason ta suppose them of that nation.
They affect to despise the Slaves for their brutish and das-
tardly manners, and, though comparatively few in numbers,
frequently set them at defiance. Formerly they killed
many beavers; but, from the proximity of tribes who were
indolent, they have become nearly as idle as the others.
Of late years their numbers have much augmented; in the
summer of 1809, when they were all in one camp, they
formed go tents, containing about 150 men bearing arms.
The Missourie on the S., the Rocky mountains on the
W., and the North Branch of the Saskatchewan on the N,,
seem to be the bounds of the foregoing numerous trlbes,
beyond which all are considered as enemies. It is true

They belong to the Northern division of the great Athapascan family, being
one of the six tribes of the Montagnards. Their nearest relationships are
with the Tsa-ottine, or Beaver Indians. The Sarcees are now confederated
with the Siksikas. The Sarcee reserve occupies three townships (Tps 23 of
vicinity of Calgary.

8 Also Chipewyans, Chippewyans, and Chippewayans—by no means to be
confounded with the Chippewas (Ojibways), notwithstanding the marked simi-
larity of the two names. As would be inferred from what Henry correctly says
of their language, they belong, like the Sarcees, to the Athapascan family.
They are one of four tribes of Montagnais, who are related to the six tribes of
Montagnards mentioned in the last note. They are also known as Thilan-
ottine. Fort Chipewyan, the principal post on Lake Athabasca, was named for
them.
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they frequently have bloody battles among themselves, but
it is seldom long before peace is restored.

A person thoroughly acquainted with the following short
Vocabulary® of the four principal languages used in the in-
terior of the North West, E. of the Rocky mountains, is
seldom at a loss to make himself understood by the other
different tribes, who in general have a smattering of one or
another of the following tongues. N. B. The Ogeeboisare
commonly called by the English Algonquins, by the Cana-
dians Saulteurs, and by the H. B. Co. servants Bungees.
The Kinistineaux are called by the Canadians Krees or
Crees, and by the servants of the H. B. Co. Southern
Indians. The Assiniboines are commonly called Stone
Indians or Naudowesis. Under the appellation of Slave
Indians are understood the Piegans, Blackfeet, and Bloods.

? The Vocabulary which follows, pp. 534-38, represents two entirely distinct
linguistic stocks, Algonquian and Siouan, and three different languages of the
former of these stocks. The reader will not fail to observe that the Siouan stock,
as here represented by the Assiniboine tongue, is radically distinct from the locu-
tions of the Algonyrian; and that of the three examples of the latter, the
Ojibway and Cree are n:uch mere nearly related to each other than either of
them is to the Siksika. " actual ethnic significance, as a contribution to com-
parative philology, Henry. -»ort and quite untechnical lists, devoid of all
lexicographic nicéties, have no aoubt long since been superseded by the more
extensive and more expertly constructed vocabularies we have acquired since the
early day when this one was prepared. But I dare say they are as good as
many of the lists upon which philologists have to this day been obliged to rely
in estimating the degrees of ethnic affinities they have sought to establish ; and,
in any event, the vocabulary is the work of a man who lived for some years
among these Indians, and was familiar enough with their speech to transact
business successfully with them. It is evident from inspection of the lists that
the author’s spelling is unsettled and almost haphazard, with a superfluity of
both vowels and consonants, in most cases, to render the required sounds ; but
no attempt to correct this crudity, by rendering an orthography according to
any system of phonetics, could be carried out without respelling almost all of
the words. The result would not be Henry's Vocabulary, but mine, and this
would obviously be an anachronism. I have therefore printed the tables liter-
ally true to copy, in so far as the MSS. is unmistakably legible, though I can-
not doubt there are some blunders, especially in the »'s and #’s, which the
handwriting of my copy does not in all cases clearly distinguish; though a part of
the difficulty in this particular may inhere in the imperfect nasalization of the
n-sound, especially in some of the Siouan tongues.
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QUINQUELINGUAL VOCABULARY.

E Oceesors. KINISTINEAUX. Stave INDIAN. ASSINIBOINE.
NGLISH,
[Algonguian(Qribway)]| [Algonguian (Cree).) | [Algonguian (Siksika).] [Siouan.]
God, or Good Spirit | Kijaimanitou Kijaimanitou Nahtooyeespoots Wakantanga
Dewil, or Evil Spirit | Matchemanitou Matchemanitou Nahtooyeepuehcowpew Tagocheejaw
My father Nossai Notawwee Nenah Atai
My mother Ningah Necowwee Nekist or Nekrist Ainah
My son Neguisses Necooscis Nekoose Metcningshe
My daughter Indaniss Netahnis Netun Metchongshe
My elder brother  |Nissayain Nisstace Neessa Metchin
My younger brother | Neshemain - Neseen Nesskun Mesougan
My elder sister Nemissain Nemiss Neessa Metangai
My goungcr sister | Neshemain Neseen Nesskun Metangshe
My husband Nenahbaim | Nenahpem = | Nemewornoom Mekingenzh
My wife Nem yemish Nitchchenotoki Netokeemun Metawin
Man Inninee Nahpayou Muttahpee Witcha
Woman Icquoi Issquoi Ahkew o Ahkee Wea
Boy guev_vaisence Nahpase Sakcahmuppee Oughshinaw
irl uoisence Isquicis Ahkickkoon Wettchinjou
Child Abimontchen Ahwahcis Pookow o Boocow Ahquishinah
Head QOchitegoine Hoostequan Hootequion o> Qotookan Pah
Hair Wenisscis Waistekiah Hootoguan ¢ Notookan Nawtoo
Ear Hotowwog Hotowahgie Hotokeis Nohai
Forehead Hocatick Hoscahtick Quness Etaik
Eyebrows Nimamas Meszhpuahnaknaw Emonapin . Ishtahai
Eyes Oskejickgou Meskeesic Wapispis o» Moswahhis Ishtaw
Nose Hochauce Hooskewon Hoquiciss o Hoerisis Pohat
Nostrils Daineguom hegi oop Pohaioughnahgaw
heek Nenow Onowoian Nochapinnase Tapon
Mouth Hotone Metoon Moowoi Ee
. Teeth Weebit Weepittah Opaikin He
Tongue Hotainanew Hotaahnew Mutchchinne Tchaizai
Throat Coondaugau Hocoottusqui Ochristone Notai
Beard Michhetone Homeistowonah Mooiooye . Pohtee
Face Hoskinggick Hoskinggicgon Eepape or Hasstekrist Etai
Neck Oquoigan Hoquihoo Okin o Qkristone Taho |
Shoulders Hodenemangun Hoteettemun Ocatchekin Heaitai |
Ibow doscan Hotooscan Okinnistis Eshpausai
Arm Onick Hoospetoon Mooams Esto
Hand Onintch Hochechee Qochitche Napai
Fi:&:rs Oreseginnintchjow Hoyeyeakkechechahnah |Qkittis Naubiseu
3 A Hoskungez Hooskussce Otanhoketis Shagai
Breast o7 Brisket  |Okawkegun Naskekun Opaikee o> Nokiskin Naucoo
Belly Omissat Wahtie Mokoon . Menauhai
Back Opicguoine Hoospisquon Mukkehkin o Ockukkin | Tapait
Heart Hotai Hotaiho Hooskitchip Tchantai
Knee Hogonitick Nickchequon Otoosix Oupawho
Foot Hosit Hosit kaht Siha
Blood Misquee Meicoo | Hahpan Wai
Skin Oshaguil Wossahki | Otoakeis Ha .
Milk Totoshaboo Totosahpoi Sahwonekekan Assambai
My in eai N Neeto 0r Ne Me
Name Hishinnecausoo Hessinnecautai Hassatch Thazhait .
Yes Ain Hahain o Ah Haw or Ah Han o> Hoi or Hai
No Cawwin Nomah Sah A ea .
Do you hear? Kinondonena Kepateten Kittieootsim Nowmahhowhai
I hear you Kinondone Nepateten . Kittieoots ‘Wautchihong
Isee you Kiwabimin Kiwahpummetia Kitnainew Wachininahgo
Talking Gaukikitowin Hiyemetaukguissue Aipooye Eya
Smelling Minandaman Meabtum Esimmattoo Omennan
Calling Matwaibebougie Hotaiboieu Opupissah Okipanbeno
Crying Mauwewin Mahtoo wwahsan Tchaiatch
Laughter Bahpewin . Pahpee Haiheme Ehatch
Sneezing Seenisquagomai Otiyayemoo Intahsay Pishaubeno
S!ng'gng Negamouwin Negammoo Aindekit Nowanoo
Sighing Ansingguom Muchquiahtahtum Opahsout Waneanno
Whistling uishquish Quiskoossue Sixhemouka Kijono
Running eemebuttoune Pimmepahtah Haicoiie o» Omakkah Eaugaho,
Dancing Neemin Nimmehetto kow o Aipim Watchibie
Sitting Naimusttape 'ppew eet Eminotangano
Lying down Shingguishin Pimmecinnu Iookat Ewanga
I'stand Neencbow Neneepowwe Haipooat Nahangindo
g:mpmg Quashquenotaman Quoscotoo Sixpipew Kepesija -
ratching Passacobetone Checheakkew Ahmomenah Nishpeuano
I tremble Neningishcah Nahnummepiyoo Hapopooye Mattchantchando
Sleep Nepaum opas Iyoukow Stimai
Dream Enaubandam Poowahtum uppookan Wewahaminando
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E Oceesois. KINISTINEAUX. StAve INDIAN, ASSINIBOINE.
NGLISH.
[Algonguian(Qjibway)]| [Algonguian (Cree).] | [Algonguian (Siksike).] [(Siouan.]
1or Me Neen Neyah Neestoo Meai
You o Thou Keen Keyah Kristoo Neai )
He Ween | Weyah 00 Jai, or Shai, or Aai
We Nenawind Neyan Neestone Onguiai
Ye Keennawah Keyahwoo Kristone Neaibe
They or Them Weenyahwah Weyahwoo Hoomiks Heaibe
Go Mautchou Neah Mistahbout 0> Hahcuyit Kanaw
Come Ondass Hestum Pooahpout Cooah .
Love Sakaitewin Sakaihetonan Ketuckhomin Wahcaupahanitheno
Hatred Shingaindewin Pepuckq Intaichemitch Wahtaiwanazicheno
1am glad Wematchegaindam Nemewaiyeten Harseenooskitchip Pevrahnanno
Sorrow Indinnegawwegoindum |Nomah haiyeten | Hai kitchip Etchomawmene
Kittemishkai Kittemeeu Pahstimmew Chechinktaw

To eat Wissinin_ Meetessoo Ohyoyet Eutah
To drink Minequoi Minnequi Simmit Yatca
Meat, flesh Weeass_ Weeass Echqueshakoo Jando
Grease Pemetai Pimme Poomis Wassna
Fat Weinin Wein Oschinniye Washe
Bone Okunan Hooscunnuch Onun Hooho
Buffalo Pecheke Moostouche Ainew Peetai
Moo! Mouse o Mouze Mooswah Cikittisso Tah
Cabbrie Muchcatai Ahpi: Owwahcass Tahtogan
Red Deer Homashkose Wahwasskais Poonnokno Opah
Bear Mucquaw Musquaw Kayiyyos ahanisigah
Beaver Ahmic Ahmisk Kickstahkee Tchabal
Otter Nekick Nekick Aimuniz Peetaun
Muskrat Washusk Wahtchusk Meessoomskiks Sinkaupoi .
Marten Wabishince Wahpisstan Ciaikaiyoo Nanpahhega
Mink Shaungouish Ahchackas %Fuoisen
Raccoon Esssaibun (Not known to Crees) |(Not known to the Slaves) eetcha
Fox Wagouche Mahkaishis Pinahtooye Shongashan
Wolf Myhegun Mihaicun Mucquooye or Ahpees Shongatonquetcha
Fisher Hojick Hochack Pinnetooye Iskaijauck
HHorse Paipaijikoskunghee Mistahtim Poonokometai Ahcanyecabe o> Shon-
Dog Animouche Ahtim Immetai Shonga [gatanga
Beast Aiwoissain Ahpisiskue Punnahkow Watatch
Fish Kecoon Kinnosue Mahmeeks Hoohan
Worm Monsai | Mannetose Comayoxsakenckin Wamanouska
Frog Muckkakie Ahheak Mochakachin Tabaihan
Mouse Waiwabeganoutchin Ahpiegociss Hesskinass Pispizan

y Ogie Hotche Seeskrisis Onchain
Goose o Qutarde | Nickuck i Sahesk or Picesen Mahachop
Duck Sheship Seeseep Sahesh o> Sihow Pahondo
Feathers Megoutnuck Megouinuck Picenoocouyeis Makahai
Eggs Wawonoon Waiwah Wah Wintika
Nest Wasseswon Wocheestun Qoyes Wahoapai
Food Megim Mechenin Otchoos Wahahtoube
Tree Meticguom Meestickoot Meestis Tzchonggee
Branch Meticgons Wottequon Okanekin Tchasagan
Leaf Nebiche Neepeeah Seeyoopooks Wahpai
Bark Onenaquek Woiuckkase Meastierotopee Tchaha
Birch Rind Wiegwass Woosqui Ekisniss Tchahatamba
Bird Pinainshe Pecaiciss Pecksue Citca o7 Cititca
Earth Ackke Ahcisske Shahkoo Munka
Sand Mainggow Yaicow Cassahpaschecou Weaugaw
Mud Asushishke Pusuckahcisske Pasecacoo Cpchizah
Clay Wabegun Wabuttonisk (Same as Mud) Mukuscaw
Ashes o» Dust Pingowe Peecoo | Mookskitche Tchahota
Hill Kishcutinah Tchacutinnow R Naitoon o» Ahpowwocooye [Pahap,
Mountain Watchew Woocheu Mistax E. Hai

and enis Minnistick Minne Weetah
Island of Wood in|Menockwah Minnistickquosquohow | Hatchewatchekoon Tchanweetah
Water  [the Plains| Neepee Nippee kee . Menie

ver Seepee Seeppee Nekeiteetie Wahpa
Lake Sagaiegan Sayayhegan Omucksekinme Mindat
Sea Kitchikitchigaming Ki.tchii‘unin.g Omocksekimme Menieatak
Rock Assin o7 Kishkabicka |Mistahhaassin Hocootake Eai
Iron Pewabick Pewapisk Meckskim Mauza
Plain 0» Meadow |{Mashquotaingue Muscotaien Sowokee Tinta or lintaw
Flowers Wabeegone Wabequonnee Kakitceemoor ‘Wahtchatchan
Spring Seeguong or Seeq Mayy ick Mootoose Waieto
Summer Kneebing Nepin | Naipoos Minokai
Autumn Tuckwahqueegg ‘Tuckquaaigue Mootooye Pituaieto
Winter Pepone Pepoon Estooye Waneaito
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E OGEEBoOIS. KiNisTINRAUX. Srave INDIAN. ASSINIBOINE.
NGLISH
[AZeonguian (Qjibwey)]| [Algonguian (Cree)] | [Algonguian (Siksika).) [Siouan.]

East Wabunong Sackastaien Wehoichumbata
West Punquishemong Pakiseimoo Weeoakpait
North Kewoitinong Keewoi Wahzeeahta
South Shawanawong Sowone Ehtogawehto
Day Kijaigat Keessecow Kristekooye Hambatch
Night Taibiccut Taibiscow Kokoose Pazatch
Morning Kekijep, | Keekecip Hapinnahkoose Aiaukin
Evening Onauguishin Hotaukoucin Hiaxekookoose Ettahaitoo
Shadow Aguateshin Chickcakstaieu Otuckka Ohhandzee
Shining Wasssaiah Wasssaiah Omexctoiye Weaupanoo
Sun Keisiss Keessecowpesim Kristekooyenahtoose Naupaitowee
Meon Tebickeisiss Taibiscowpesim Kookoosenahtoose Haitowee
Stars Anongoug Ahtaukek X Kukah Waitchapai
Sky Kejikong Kesick Espootskristakooye uhpeat
Clouds Inahquoit Howkischistecow Namukpeana
Fog Ahwon Kuscowwon Cemockoo Oughpohno
Wind Notin Heotin | . Essopouye Sataiambatch
Blow (verb) Bootahtan Bobatau Eecooessopouye Honehinganno
Storm Matchekejaigat Neespautshekeessecow | Pahcabkristahkooye Honinggatch
Thunder Anwemicke Pehaisue Ootsecumepoocoo akeya
Lightning Wassomog Wassoommook Papam Wacouquine
Raimn Kemewoin Kimmewon Sooto Mauhazenno
Snow Cone Coonnah Koonescooye a
Ice Micquam Misquonme Sookookattook Tchaha
Fire Schoutai Iscotow Istze o7 Istdze Paitah
Thaw Shakaiaw Suskun Sixepoo Eshtoo
Cold Kissinnah Kiscin . |Estooye Ossnie
Warm Kaijautai Ahboiah o Keessahpoi |Maikstooye Mashtau
Strong Mashcawissie Muscowwissur Neetsekoonahtapes Maumenihatch
Weak Chagoiewe Icakkitchecow Matcekoonnahtapes Maumeniaishne
Wise Naibookcaw Einnesue_ Mookukhe Kissabatch
Stupid Kawkebawtiss Kakeibatiseu Cuttokukhe Watchitonshee
Big Mitchaw Mesicittoo Omuko Tangaich
Small Ahgassah Uppesasceu Onaxsim Tchuskin
High Ishpeming Ispimick Espimieu Wakanteenado
Low Taubusish Taubuscis Hathuckssim Coutaindo
Broad Mougahtaiah Haiahkuscow: Omuckssim Tangatch
Thin Pepal %ah Pahpuckcahsin Henaxsim Sesepenah
Thick Keepahgah Keepuckcahsin Haipuckssim Shogah
White Wabishcaw Wapiscow Sixinmum Iscaw
Black Muckeataiwah Kuskittaisue Sixinats Saba
Blue (Same as black) (Same as black) Sixinats Toh
Green Osshawishcowa Chepotetuckqua Koom o> Moono Toh
Red Miscowa Cameekqua Muksinmun Shaw
Yellow Osawwa Hosowwow Otoucou Zee
Bow Meeticwab Ahchappen Nahmahye Etasip
Arrow Meticanouin Ahtoose Hopes Wahindebai
Hut o Tent Wigwaum Meekkeworp Moiyees Weatecbee
Door Shquantaim Isquatem Espootoot Teoba
Life Baimahtishewin Pimmahtissuein Kahmoottah Wetchone
Death Neepooh heepie Aiinyou Taino
Body (my body) Neow | Weyoo Qostom Tatchang
Youth Osquibaimahits L. Munnecuppiks Mahtaijatch
Young man Osskinaigishug Hoskinegissue Munnecuppee Kuskatch

ar Nantobunnewin Muttopieyosin Owwahcoots : Esuaubai
?nam:l &uikaunde.wm Kecahtouck Hai hepukkabepooyee |Kijirebitch

ighting egahtewin ~ |Notinnetoin Haideskaw Kitchizabitch
Friend Neetchee o> Nicounis |Inchoaum Nuppe 0 Nepuckcow Kitchewa
Chief Olkzemah Haukemah innow Hougah
Writing Mussinaigun Muscienhchum Essinauckhissue Wooaaubee
Carry Baimewetone Niahtum Haschou Kitcheing
Throw Ahpucketone Woipinnah Saitahpe Uckpaia
Cut Kishkeshan Keeskissha Essoowits acsaw
Hide (verb) Kawtoune Cahi Hecesittai Nahma
Beat Bueittai | Hotanmah Howwahhowyuckkee Awapatch
Thief Kaimoutishke Kimmoutiske Howwoiackke Wamanonsaa
Canoe Tcheman Hoshee, Ahkuchachit Wata,
Fort Wahkiegun Wasskaihegan Otesickan Tchonbasap
Yesterday Pitchinaugo Hotaukquosick Mattoonee Atanaha
To-day Nongumkejaigut Hochageegat Hanokekristahcooye Dhtanneha
To-morrow Wahbunk ‘Wahpuckee Mattoonis Taiaukaitch

ow Shiaiguah Heekwah Hanook Nangaha
Before Wiaisheut Hooscut Mattomatch Eetogaup
After Eshquatch Hestumisbee Socoooutch Yoouengaup
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Excuts OGEEBOIS. KINISTINEAUX. SLAvE INDIAN. ASSINIBOINE,
NGLISH.
[dlgonguian(Qjibway))| [Algonguian (Cree).] | [Algonguian (Sikstka).] [Siouan.]
Here Ohmah Hotah Annomoo Dain N
There Owoite | | Naitai Cmee Jair 0 Chai
Upon Okitcealyie ‘Tuckkooch Espotch Aican
Under Ahnaumaiyie Sepow Estatzk Cowde
Look Gainaiwabundai Wahpemich Essammis Waiaga
Where Tanindai _ = | Tantai Simah Tokiea
What do yousay ? {Hauneenaikittonian Tunnetwayan Ahsahketowonae Tago
Who Ahwainain Ahwen: Sikkauts Toai
When Taunuppe Taesbee Sanittce Tohangeha
Good Oneesheeshin Meouwashin Harsse Washtai
Bad Maunahdat Myahtun Puckcabs Sheejatch
How many ? Haundossoi Tantahtoo Sanitcim Tonanga
One Pecheik Paiach Tookskum Wajin
Two Neeche Nisheu Nzhtookskum Nom or nomba
Three Nissivois Nistoo Netookskum Yaminai
Four Naiouin Naihoo Nesoim Taba
Five Nahnan . Niaunan Nesitchche Sabita
Six Negoutawaswoi Kootwassuck Naiou Shockpai
Seven Neeshwassois Taibookook Haikitschekum Shacou
Eight Nishshowassois Ihainaunna Nahneessoim Shacanno
Nine Shangussois Kaicahmetahtat Peekssue Naubitchoung
Ten Mittassois .. |Metahtat Kepoo Wekijemina
Eleven Mittassoishachipecheik |Paiackcosap Kepoomistahpoottookskum | Auckaiwaijin
Twelve Mittassoishachiniche | Nishencosap Kepoomistabpootnahtooks- |Auckainomb
um

Twenty Weechetannah Nishenmitenah Nahshepooye o Nahtis[i];pc Wekijeminanomb
Thirty Nisswoismitenah Nistoomitenah Nahhapooye Wekijeminayeminai
Forty Naioumitenah Naihoomitenah Nauseepooye Wekijeminatoba
Fifty Naunaimitenah  [nah{Niannanemitenah Nesittsepooye Wekijeminasabata
Sixty Negoutahwassoi - | Nekoot emitenah | Naipooye Wekijeminashockpai
Seventy Neeshwassoismitenah | Taibookookemitenah Ekitshekepooye Wekijeminashacon
Eighty Nishsh ismitena ha enah Nausepooye Wekijeminashacono
Niaety Shanggussoismitenah Kaicahmetahtatemiten- |Peckssepooye Wekijeminanaubit-
One hundred Ingoutewack Metahtatemitenah  [ah|Kepeepoo Opowouzie [choung
Strouds . Manitouwaiguin Manitouhaigan Mipis = | Sheenataw
‘Blanket Waypewean Wahpewwian Makbquoiahpis Shenasa
Gun Pashkizze; Pashkesingan Nunahmoiye o Nahmah Tchotanga
Powder Muccahtal Kusketaien Sattsoopaktz Tchahne
Ball Anwin Moosassinne Ouwatstsoopaktz Tahaichute
Shot Sheshipauwin Seeseepassinne Ahnahkseopse Massmoon
Hatchet Wahgahquoit Chickahhoicun Kucksahke spai
Knife Moocoman Moocoman Estooou Min o Minah
Spear o> Lance Shemahgan Semahgan Supuppestarts Wahokisa

ettle Ahkick Abhstick Essh Tchaiha
Tobacco Assaimah Chesstemmow Pistahkan Tchande
Rum Schoutaiwaboo Escoottewaboo Nappeokee Meneipaitah
Capot o Coat Papinseichcowagan Piscoowagon Essookahs Tchoweeguinanga
Beads | Manetoumininse Meekeesuck . Kristaiman Oe R
Brass wire Qsawahbicconce Tibbisahwoonahpis Hesexkin Mazahouzaizee
Vermilion Ossanahmun ‘Weyahman Mokesan Washishah
File Sissebogeegan Kiskeman Sissainit Mazaiuma
Fire-steel Schoutatkaun Ahpoest Hahtzmak Tchaga

int Pewamuck Chuckkussahhacum Sesayketan Tchakiaup
Gun-worm Keetichegun Kateahhaigan Saipitshemahtcis Echassno
Awl Meckose Hosuctchchich Mookris Taispai
‘White man Waimittegosh ‘Wahmistagooshu Nappeckoon Washejou
Algonquin Ogeebois Nahcowweeethinnuuck |Nahmsiyekoon Eeashseja
Kinistineaux Kinishtineau Naihaiyouwok Siyekoon Shahia
Stone Indians Assincboan i Assinnaboattuck Assinnekoon Eeaiska
Piegans Pekumnoeninnewog Pekunnoethinnuucks  [Pekannekoon Pegan
Blood Indians Misquoeninnewog Mecoethinnuuck Kineneaikoon Waiwitchushta
Blackfeet Mucutaihoosxtcmnr[:e- Kuscahtaiwiahsittuck |Sichekiekoon Sechasap

wo,

Big Bellies Bowitticgoininnewog £ Powistickethinneuck Hahtznaikoon Hahharahton
Sarcees Susseewog Susseeuck Sussekoon Tchatogawbe
Mandanes Cowathew Coworttaiuck Howmoxtoxsowes Saiwahtoukta
Snake Indians Kinaibicohninnewog Kenappiccoethinnuuck |Pechitcknahnatopekoon Sindaithno .
Crow Indians Cacawguieohninnewog |Caheahkewahchow Essapookoon _ Cawrie 0> Caunzie
Flat Head Indians |Naubugouishtequonin- |Nupuckistoquonuck Cootstookspaitahpee Paminaska
Kootonais Cootoonaiwog [ninnewog' Cuttoonahhowuck Cootonaikoon Cootoonai
Snare Indians Hotahpahquowethinnu- | Haestahpe Taukemounk
Englishman Shaganash [uck|Sooyeappexoon Moneahtahwashejou
Frenchman Waymitticgoosh Happitseappekoon Washejou
American Kitchemoocoman Homuksestooan Minahtangawashejou




BILINGUAL VOCABULARY.

CONTINUATION OF THE SLAVE INDIAN VOCABULARY.

ENGLISH. SLAVE INDIAN. ExgLisH, SLAVE INDIAN. ENGLISH. Stave INDIAN.
Old (long time) Missahaum Flﬁ |Sahakutten Assepis Mahtuckse
Companion Entukkah Gallop Omukkah Slave Akeekoke
Badger Mestunesoope Grass Mutt Smoke Abkik
Bed Ahsahkan Hail Sahhookattook Soon (just now)
Best (very good) Mistavoutahkse “Tare 'Wahstomokkow Berries (Poires or  Min
Blind (no eyes) Kutedgewapesbe ea R Ahksekoo [Saskutum berries)| Apooye
ridle issehooyepestarts |(How (whatisit?) |[Ahkza Speak Sahpetahkit
Sheep (gray sheep) |Oomohkekineu Keﬁ Sooyenne f:tu-mp Ahkik
Goat (white goat)  |Ahpemukekineu La Mnnekuppe >top Omukkiye
(no wind) Kiutedgesoopoo Spoon Koos S Minis
Cassette (o7 trunk) |Sooye Last Shahkootz | sw_eet (Sugar) Akiaye
Corde (o7 line) Ahpees Lean Kutedgekyissakoo Swift Oswoyis
Crane Oopa Leather Pohkee Sai Qoo
Crow o> Corbeau  [Wasto Liar (you lie) Siyepitzh Shank Ahmomiye
Daylight Ahpinakoos Long Ennooye Tlns kussin
Dish Koos Magpxc Wastoonah Tra |Sepisemahtis
Dung |Estah Estik Wlnp (horse whip) |Netukkoomecheman
Eagle Peeta Naked (no covering)|Kutedgeessookas Ilove 1t Ketukkoomecheman
Enump Okekoke Ahtche Thou lovest it Otukkoomecheman
Kahtoomo Needle Anahksemokese Helovesit Netukkoomeche-
Mashquefon Indians| Mahtooyesiyekoon |[New Muna We love it or him [manannans
Lake or Flat Bow None Kutedge Qotukkoomeche-
[Indians|Patooksenahma News (what news )| Etchinckee They Jove it or him A ahmo
Grand River o~ Ear . Pipe Ohquinemanokoot- . N ristooowawtukkoo-
{Bob IndiansiOmuksenahatati meul [take||You love it or him {mecheman
Green Wood or Blue Plenty Omukstape B Nekuttaawkoome-
Earth Indians|Koomocunotape Poison Ahcreeam I hate t or him cheman
Straw Lodge Indians|Muttooyettape Rabbit Pahkabssahme Kekuttaawkoome-
Equal Natooye |Saddle Powest Thou hatest itorhim [cheman
Enough Kinneye Scissors Ahatain 3 ) okuttaawkoome-
Far Paitch Shoe Oosakim He hates it or him {cheman
Father-in-law Maahs Sinew |Ahchekin

NOTE. 1 cannot vouch for the correctness of this continuation of the Slave Indian Vorabulary, a part
only having been taken down by myself.—A. H.
Rocky Mountain House, Jan. 1811.



CHAPTER XV.
FORT VERMILION: 1809.

HE Saskatchewan at Fort Vermillion measures across

its bed 240 yards, which space is all overflowed at
moderately high water. But in autumn, when the water
is generally low, a beach of sand, gravel, and stones is
exposed for a space of 40 yards, leaving the water 200 yards
wide, with a swift, deep current over a sandy bottom.

Wednesday, Sept. 13th, 1809. At 4 p. m.I arrived at
Fort Vermillion, having been two months on my voyage
from Fort William, with a brigade of 11 canoes, loaded
with 28 pieces each, and manned by five men and one
woman. Our expenditure of provisions for each canoe dur-
ing this voyage was: Two bags of corn, 174 bushel each,
and 15 lbs. of grease, to Lac la Pluie; two bags of wild
rice, 1% bushel each, and 10 lbs. of grease, to Bas de la
Riviere Winipic; four bags of pemmican, go Ibs. each, to
Cumberland House; and two bags of pemmican, go lbs.
each, to serve until we came among the buffalo-—generally
near the Montée, or at furthest the Elbow, of the Saskatche-
wan. This shows the vast quantity of provisions we re--
quire yearly to carry on the trade in the N. W. Those:
brigades which proceed N. W. of Cumberland House:
require three additional bags of pemmican per canoe, and!
some a fourth. :

On arrival at Fort Vermillion, I found about 300 tents
of Indians, all on the S., on both sides of Vermillion river.
They were a part of two tribes of Blackfeet, Painted
Feather’s and the Cold band, who had for some days:
awaited our arrival to get their usual supplies. Most of
them had just returned from war, on the upper Missourie,

539
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toward the Rocky mountains. They were unsuccessful in
finding either their Indian or their American enemies; so
they were deprived of their usual spoils in scalps and
horses of the former, and missed a supply of beaver and
merchandise from the latter, from whom they took consid-
erable booty last year in an excursion of this kind. They
desired to cross this evening, in hopes of getting a dram,
but I would not allow them ; however, many of the young
men swam over on horseback, perfectly naked. I found
my people had passed the summer busily, building an
Indian house, store, and shop, outside the fort near the
" gate, which I intend to surround also with stockades. The
natives have become so troublesome that we find it neces-
sary to keep them at a proper distance while at our estab-
lishments, and not allow them to come in numbers inside
our principal fort; so that, should they be unruly, we might
have full scope to defend ourselves. The frequent disturb-
ances between the Slaves and Crees cause a certain jealousy,
which they often wish to revenge upon us, saying that we
are more partial to one tribe than to the other. This may
. some day be attended with serious consequences to the es-
tablishments on this river. The Crees have alwaysbeen the ~
aggressors in their disturbances with the Slaves, and no
sooner is a crime committed than they fly below, or to the
strong wood along Beaver river, which makes the others
suppose we are concerned in secreting them. That affair
of last summer, when the Piegans were murdered, has exas-
perated the Slave tribes, and they all appear determined to
be revenged, either on the Crees or ourselves, although
they know that we are innocent of that affair, and that we
have always abused the Crees for their rascally conduct.
At sunset the gates were shut, and the Indians retired to
their camps. '

Sept. 14th. At 10 a. m. the brigade arrived ; the canoes
were instantly unloaded, and everything was carried into
the fort. We took inventories, unpacked the goods, and
made up the assortment for this post. While this business
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was going on in the storehouse, I sent to invite Painted
Feather and his band, who came in with 30 principal men,
heads of families, who usually trade with us. I gave them
a nine-gallon keg of Indian rum and a fathom of tobacco,
informing them at the same time what would be our system
of trade this winter, what kind of skins were of value, and
what otherwise. They were thankful for the present, and
promised to behave well and do all in their power fo hunt.
I then sent them back to camp, with directions for the Cold
band to come over, which they accordingly did in a short
time. They consisted of 40 principal men, heads of fam-
ilies, to whom I gavé a similar present and the same advice,
for which they were equally thankful. To the young men
we pay no particular attention, all our transactions being
with the elders. The trade with the Slaves is of very little
consequence to us. They kill scarcely any good furs; a
beaver of their own hunt is seldom found among them;
their principal trade is wolves, of which of late years we
take none, while our H. B. neighbors continue to pay well
for them. At present our neighbors trade with about two-
thirds of the Blackfeet, and I would willingly give up the
whole of them. Last year, it is true, we got some beaver
from them; but this was the spoils of war, they having
fallen upon a party of Americans on the Missourie, stripped
them of everything, and brought off a quantity of skins.

Having sent the Cold band across, we proceeded to other
business ; they did not trouble us in the least. Ten Sar- .
cees afterward came in to trade a few beavers and musk-
rats; I gave them some rum, and sent them over to drink
with the Blackfeet.

Sept. 15¢h. Early this morning we made out our assort-
ment of goods, and packed up all that was intended
for above. The Blackfeet were all sober, and wanted to
trade what trash they had. I accordingly stationed three
men to ferry them to and fro. Tedious business it is to
ferry savages, for no sooner does the boat touch the shore
than they rush on board pell-mell until it is'so crowded that
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she grounds, as the water is shoal for some distance from
shore. Our men attempted to show them the impropriety
of crowding on board in this manner; being ready to take
over as many as they could, and return at once for others.
But they might as well have talked to so many stones;
all were mute, the boat was fast aground, and not one
would get into the water to push her off. The way our
people mhanaged an affair of this kind was to deliberately
go ashore, sit down on the beach, and wait till the Indians
began to debark, which was seldom long, and then, when
the boat floated, instantly embark and push off. This
crossing continued from sunrise until dark; some of the
young men were insolent to our ferrymen, and one of
them discharged an arrow into my neighbor’s boat ; but no
~accident happened. Their trade ccasisted of dried berries,
pounded meat, grease, back fat, buffalo robes, dressed buf-
falo skins, and horses, all of which we got very cheap. The
price of a common horse is a gallon keg of Blackfoot rum,
2 fathoms of new twist tobacco, 20 balls and powder enough
to fire them, 1 awl, 1 scalper, 1 falcher,’ 1 worm, 1 P. C.
glass, 1 steel, and 1 flint. We do not mix our liquor so
strong as we do for tribes who are more accustomed to use
it. To make a nine-gallon keg of liquor we generally put
in four or five quarts of high wine and then fill up with
water. For the Crees and Assiniboines we put in six quarts
of high wine, and for the Saulteurs eight or nine quarts.

This evening we were informed that another large band
of Painted Feather's tribe were expected early to-morrow
morning. Their principal man, a chief, was Three Bears.
. We had a dance at my house, to which I invited my neigh-
bor and his family. All were merry—our men as alert as
if they had already rested for a month; but we were much
crowded, there being present 72 men, 37 women, and 635
children, and the room being.only 22 x 23 feet made it dis-
agreeably warm.

! So copy, apparently for falckion, and meaning a flesher, or knife used for
flaying.
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Sept. 16tk. Early this morning the baggages were given
out, the canoes loaded and sent off for Fort Augustus, and
soon afterward Mr. Hughes followed on horseback.  Three
Bears and his band were ferried over the river; a small
band of Bloods arrived also. This was.a day of bustle and
confusion—the boat going continually, and the shop always
full. A misunderstanding arose between a Blackfoot and
some of our people; the fellow threatened to shoot, but
the affair ended without accident, as some of their principal
men interfered. Soon after this another affair happened,
and, as luck would have it, at the water’s side, where the
freemen were employed. A Blackfoot had been promised
some rum by me, unknown to the young men who traded
with them, and on going away he demanded the small keg,
which was refused him. Without coming to me, the fellow
went down to the river to cross, threatened to shoot one of
my men, and actually primed his gun for that purpose, say-
ing we had deceived him. He was a notorious scoundrel,
who had murdered three of his own countrymen, and fre-
quently said that he must kill a white man before he died.
However, one of the principal men, who happened to be
present, interfered and thus settled the affair, which might
have been attended with serious consequences. The In-
dians also appeared very troublesome in crossing at our
neighbor’s. I therefore thought proper to set a watch dur-
ing the night. It was late before we got them all over to
their camp.

Sunday, Sept. 17th. The chief of the Cold band arrived,
accompanied by the rest of his tribe. This man is called
Gros Blanc, being extraordinarily corpulent. I had the
curiosity to measure his bulk, and found he was around the
shoulders 5 feet 7 inches, and around the waist 6 feet 4
inches. He appears to be upward of 60 years of age, and
generally rides a white mule; he is now in mourning for his
brother, called the Sun, who died about 15 days ago. Our
bustle and confusion continued ; from. daylight till dark

"the men were ferrying to and fro. I sent off my Cree in-
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terpreter, Jéréme,” on horseback to a camp of Crees in the
strong woods, to desire them not to come near us for some
days, as I apprehended danger from the Slaves, who ap-
peared inveterate against them. The Blackfeet daily bring
in enough buffalo meat for our sustenance; otherwise we
should be in a sad dilemma, as it would be imprudent to
send out a hunting party while they are among us. It was
late before we could get clear of them all. I kept watch
during the night as usual.

Sept. 18tkh. A party of young men came over on horse-
back to inform me that a band of Bloods were to arrive to-
day. I sent as usual to each principal man six inches of
tobacco. The young men had great diversion in swimming
their horses. They wear not the least article of covering;
therefore, during their stay, which is generally most of the
day, they remain perfectly naked, walking or riding about
the fort with the greatest composure. Some of them have
modesty enough to use their hands to cover the parts,
while others find means of putting it into the body, and
then fastening the orifice so tight with a string that scarcely
anything appears. The hind parts they care nothing about.
At ten o’clock the Bloods arrived; their chief, called Le
Beeuf qui Boit, appeared to be a person of consequence. A
few Piegans came with them. This day was as trouble-
some as usual; our houses continually crowded with In-
dians, going and coming, trading and begging. The Slaves
are the most arrant beggars I ever saw; refusing them an -
article is to no purpose; they plague me as long as they
can get within hearing. Refuse them an awl, they ask
a gunworm ; refuse them that, they ask a knife; and so on,
till I must either give them something, or retire. At noon
the Sarcees set off to return to their camp on the upper
part of Vermillion river. I made an arrangement with my

2¢¢ Mr,” Jérdme, Jerome, or Gerome, of the N. W. Co., was at Fort George
with John McDonald and Mr. Decoigne, in Sept., 1798 ; but interpreters are
not usually given any title.—Pierre Jéréme of the N. W. Co. was in that
country in 1799. :
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neighbor to keep the Indians in order and save our prop-
erty—a precaution necessary on this part of the river, where
the natives are so numerous and good furs so scarce.

Sept. 19t/. Three H. B. boats arrived from York Fac-
tory, each loaded with 70 pieces and manned by eight men;
John Parks, conductor. I began to equip the freemen 1
found here, who were anxious to be off. Jérome returned
from the Cree camp, where there are 20 tents. Finding
our stock of fresh meat short and no appearance of a sup-
ply from the Indians, I sent four men to the strong wood
for moose and red deer. There were buffalo on the S,
but it would be imprudent to send there, surrounded as we
are with Indians who are insolent even in the fort.

Sept. 20th. Heavy rain. The soil in the fort is a heavy,
black mold, which, when soaked with rain, adheres to the
feet in large clods; and the crowd of people in our houses
soon covers every flooring and passage with mud. Our
men got out of patience with the Indians, and hauled their
boats on the bank, 100 yards from the water’s edge, as we
do every evening after the Indians are all over. A number
of young men swam over, pushed a boat into the water, and
began to ferry themselves back; but they could not man-
age her for want of the oars, which we always keep in the
fort. I sent down a party and got her hauled up out of their
reach; the Indians fired several arrows, but without doing
any harm. I finished equipping and settling with the
freemen. A drunken Blackfoot had a quarrel at the H. B.
house, which nearly came to something serious ; but Painted
Feather pacified him, and exerted himself in making
speeches to his countrymen, advising them to be quiet and
peaceable toward the whites, without whom they would be
pitiful indeed, etc.

Sept. 21s¢2.  All my freemen decamped toward the strong
wood to hunt beaver and other furs, as we will take no
wolves nor provisions from them. A small band of Bloods
arrived, accompanied by a few Fall Indians and Piegans.
Crossed them over and traded. Two H. B. boats set off
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for Fort Augustus. Having purchased a number of horses,
I sent three men with them to the horse-keeper’s tent at
Dog Rump creek.® This afternoon word was brought that
the Slaves had fired arrows at the H. B. boats about three
miles above, but that no accident had happened. Indians
troublesome at the water-side in crossing, and wishing to
steal our boats; some appear inclined to quarrel, while
others take great pains to prevent any disturbance. How-
ever, to guard against a surprise, I was careful to keep my
swivel loaded, frequently fresh-primed in their presence,
and always pointed at their camp across the river, giving
them to understand that, if they misbehaved, I would
instantly fire the big gun and sweep their tents away. This
had the desired effect, and the old men redoubled their
exertions to keep the young ones in order. I engaged
Francois Deschamps and his son [Francois, Jr.] as hunters
for the season, as it would be imprudent to keep Cree
hunters near the fort in such troublesome times as these.

Sept. 22d. Deschamps and family decamped to hunt on
the S. side opposite Fort George, where there is a consid-
erable space of strong wood, in which moose and red deer
are numerous. The Indians on the S. filed off, directing
their course S. W. toward the plains. Another small band
of Blackfeet arrived, crossed over, and traded, strolling
about and selling their horses. I gave out equipments and
advances to the summer men, and set all hands to work at
the Indian house.

Sept. 23d. The last band of Blackfeet arrived, consisting
of 16 principal men, headed by Ermine Tails, one of the
best and most respected among them ; we had no trouble
in crossing this band. He took his station on the beach
near the boat, and gave my men to understand that not
one Indian should cross excepting his own band, who
wished to trade. Some of our troublesome old customers

2 Present Dog cr., a small stream faliing into the Saskatchewan from the N.,

alongside the Moose hills, about 6 m. above the site of old Fort George and
Buckingham house.
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were coming toward the boat, but he made a short speech,
and not one of them appeared on the beach while he and
his party were crossing. This man has more authority
than Painted Feather himself; they are afraid of him.
Mr. House set off for Fort Augustus on horseback.
Indians on the S. seemed to be moving off in large files;
as far as we could see the track was covered all day with
men, women, children, horses, and dogs. A band of Sar-
cees arrived, headed by a chief called Little Broken Knife ;
they remained all day. A young Cree arrived with let-
ters from Fort Augustus, informing us that the Piegans
intended to pillage our Columbia canoes on their way to
the Rocky mountains; but I calculate that those canoes
will have passed the Rocky Mountain house * before the
Piegans camp on the river.

Sunday, Sept. 24th. The Sarcees crossed over. My
people returned from hunting, with four moose and four
red deer. The young Cree set off for Fort Augustus. At
noon not a Blackfoot was to be seen on the S.; but one of
them returned to inquire about a horse that had been stolen
from him by one of his own people and sold to me. Three
Assiniboines came for tobacco for a band who were about
to arrive. I gave them 22 pieces of six inches each for the
principal men, and sent them off. We are heartily glad
to be clear of those Slaves for some time; notwithstand-
ing our precautions to prevent theft, we found they had
purloined several axes, kettles, and other small articles.
One of my men found that, in lieu of a new gun he had
hung up in his house, the cover contained a stick, which
must have been put in when the gun was taken away.
Even cassettes had been rifled. Sent Mr. Rocque to shoot
geese and ducks.

Sept. 25tk. Being clear of Indians, I went hunting wild
fowl to the N., wheére I found a number of both salt and

4 On the Saskatchewan at the mouth of Clearwater r, This post, like all the
others on the river above Fort Vermilion, which Henry will visit in due course,
need not yet be particularly noted.
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fresh-water lakes, and game in abundance. Set two men to
dig away the bank, as it was too steep to haul up our
firewood. 26¢k. Sent off Cardinal and son to Goose lake,
to examine some bark and gum I had purchased from a
freeman. All my men hard at work at the Indian house.
27tk. Rain; men repairing the chimneys and doing other
necessary work within doors. In the evening a Cree
hunter, La Faux,® arrived at my neighbor’s house. 28¢%.
The Cree off to his tent in the strong wood, for fear of the
Slaves. 29tk. Six Crees arrived from Frog lake,® to know if
the Slaves were away, that they might come in and get
their usual supplies of tobacco, ammunition, etc., on debt.
30th. Parenteau arrived from the horse-keeper’s with 40
horses, all fat, having done no work since last winter. I
sent men up to Fort George, to raft down some stockades
and other wood required for our repairs.

Sunday, Oct. 1st. Men repairing their saddles, etc., to go
hunting ; others racing their horses.

Oct. 2d. Sent eight men with horses to hunt buffalo on
the S., as we were getting short of fresh meat. Fifteen
Crees arrived from Birch lake,” where there are 40 tents—
part of the camp I passed at Battle river. The other 60
tents are gone down toward the Red Berry hills, where

& Probably correct in feminine form, meaning Scythe ; Le Faux would be
Falsity. But it may be for Le Fou ; the man is called ** the fool” beyond. For
men’s namnes occurring along here, see the list beyond, p. 553.

¢ Present name of a small lake adjoining the Puskeeahkeehewin and Oonee-
powhayoos Indian reserves on the N. side of the Saskatchewan. It discharges
through the latter reserve into the river by Frog cr., some 10 m. long, at a
point g m, or less above Fort Vermilion. This lake and creek show well on
Thompson’s map herewith. Henry’s Goose 1. and others, to which he went
shooting in the vicinity of the fort, are mere ponds.

7 Birch L. is the largest one of a cluster of many at and near the source of Ver-
milion r., in Alberta, just over the border of+Saskatchewan. It lies chiefly
in Tps. 50 and 50 of Ranges xi and xii, W, of the 4th init. merid., and dis-
charges by Birch cr, into the Vermilion. This river has a general course E.
and then N. to its mouth opposite Fort Vermilion, receiving numerous tributa-
ries on its crooked way. Birch 1. is about 50 m. in an air-line W, S. W. of the
fort.
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they will pass the winter eating buffalo, and not kill a good
skin the whole season.

Oct. 3d. Crees from Frog lake arrived—15 men at my
house, and as many at my neighbor’s. We were busy all
day equipping them and giving debts for the winter, as
they are good hunters, who stay in the strong woods. Des-
champs brought in three red deer and one buffalo; he is
tented at La Plante’s river, near Pine lake.

Oct. 5th. Another party of Crees arrived from Frog lake
to get equipped for the winter. Last night the water rose
five feet, which I suppose must proceed from the late
heavy rains. I set a party gathering turnips and potatoes,
as we had a frost last night, and ice in the small ponds.
One of the hunting party returned with two bulls; they
had seen no cows between this and Montagne du Milieu.
" People returned with a canoe from Fort Augustus.

Oct. 6th. Durand off to hunt with Deschamps. Gath-
ered all my turnips—about 50 bushels, very large and of an
excellent quality. _

Oct. 7th. 1 set off early on horseback to go up to my
horse-keeper’s tent, where Croite and La Pierre, who were
camped near Fort George, also arrived. One of their
hunters came in with a fat moose he had killed in the
Moose hills, which appear due N. about two leagues.

Sunday, Oct. 8th. Returned. A terrible storm of hail
and rain before I reached the fort. I found four young
Assiniboines, in for tobacco for a band who were com-
ing to trade; also two Crees from below, with some
furs.

Oct. 9t%. Finished gathering potatoes—80 bushels, but
small and watery. The hard, dry soil is unfavorable for
-them, being in the plains, where no wood has grown. Sent
six men again up river for a raft of pine to make kegs for
the winter and spring, when we require a quantity for
trade and to contain grease. A large party of Gens du
Bois Assiniboines arrived with their chief, old Star, for-

merly of great consequence, but of late years not listened
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to. He is a Kootonois® by birth, who was taken in infancy
at war, and by his great bravery acquired influence. He is
of small stature and has every characteristic of his own
nation. It is lamentable that the natives in general, in this
country, have lost that respect they formerly had for their
chiefs. The principal cause of this is the different petty
copartnerships which of late years have invaded this
country from Canada; the consequences are now serious to
us, as the natives have been taught to despise the counsels
of their elders, have acquired every vice, and been guilty
of every crime known to savages. I gave them liquor to

8 This word wavers in spelling in the Henry copy, but to no greater extent
than it does in the writings of the best ethnographers. The form which
appears in the above passage is a French plural, like Illinois, Iroquois, etc.,
but forms with triple ¢ sounds are not common in English. Some of the ordi-
nary variants are Kitunaha, Kootenuha, Kituanaha, Kootenai, Kootanie,
Kutani, Kutenay, Cootanie, Cootenai, Coutanie. Thompson’s MSS. of 1800
and later, which are full of the word, usually give it as Kootanai, Kootanaie,
Kootanie, or Kootanae. In geography, the word has measurably settled into
Kootenay, as the name of numerous places and other things in the Rocky mts.
about Columbian headwaters, besides that of the great tributary of the Columbia
upon which these Indians mostly lived. It is desirable that the ethnographic
and geographic terms should conform; and as Henry—or his transcriber, at
any rate—seems to have no settled orthography, we will hereafter hold our
copy to Kootenay, plural Kootenays. These Indians, or some of them, were
also called Flat Bows, or Skalzis. They are so different from all other Indians
in their speech that the earliest traders among them took note of it. Thus
Ross Cox, who calls them Cootonais, writing of 1816, says, p. 253 : ‘‘ They
are a very peculiar tribe. Their language bears no affinity whatever to that of
any of the western nations. It is infinitely softer and more free from those
unpronounceable gutturals so common among the lower tribes.” They are now
regarded as alone representing a distinct linguistic stock, which Powell terms the
Kitunahan family, in literal conformity with the name used by Hale in 1846,
though he calls their principal divisions Cootenai. These are: Kootenay
proper, or Upper Kootenay; Akoklako, or Lower Kootenay ; Klanoh Klatklam,
or Flat Head Kootenay; and Yaketahnoklatakmakanay, or Kootenay of the
Tobacco Plains. Most of these Indians lived and live in British Columbia,
whence they extended and extend into adjoining parts of the United States.
A recent census showed 964 of them, of which 425 were at Flat Head Agency
in Montana, and 539 at Kootenay Agency in British Columbia. (Flat Head, as
used in this connection, must not be confused with Flat Bow, nor yet con-
founded with Flat Head as applied to Indians of the Salishan family.)
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drink; but they were peaceable and quiet. A band of
Sarcees arrived with some good furs. I gave them liquor
also, and all were merry together. My men brought in
nine bulls. They had been to Battle river, where they fell
in with a camp of Blackfeet, who treated them well. I
sent the two Crees below. Two young Crees arrived on
the S. side. They went into the H. B. house, and in the
evening one of them stole out, provided with a stock of
lines, to catch horses. He was no sooner gone than his
companion turned king’s evidence and declared him to bea
horse-thief. Instant search was made for our horses, and
fortunately all were collected.

Oct. 10th. 1 sent a party with the horses to the horse-
keeper’s tent, and Cardinal to the Indian camp at Frog
creek ; he fell in with the thief, whom he brought in and
put in confinement. The Assiniboines did all in their
power to release the prisoner, and even made threats; but
to no purpose. Mr. Longmore was intoxicated, and.in-
sisted upon killing the Indian; he came over, armed czpapee,’
and I had some trouble to prevent murder. Questioned in
evidence, he gave us full and satisfactory information re-
garding the notorious character of the prisoner, as a horse-
thief and murderer. I brought in the prisoner before his
companion and detailed to both what had been told us
regarding him ; his defense was lame, and his excuses with-
out foundation. Everything confirmed what we had heard
of him. To allow him to escape unpunished, after such
proof, would be imprudent, and encourage others to commit
similar crimes. He was secured for the night.

Oct. r1th. At nine o'clock he was conducted down to
the river below the H. B. house, and shot by a discharge of
15 guns—much against my own inclination, I must confess.
I had various reasons for not wishing him to be executed,

9 It is interesting to find this word used, so late as 1809, in place of the usual
cap-a-pie or cap-d-pie. We have cap-a-pe in Shak., after the old French de
cap & pie, the modern turn of which is de péed en cap, from foot to head:
‘“ Arm’d at all points, exactly, cap-a-pe,” Hamlet, i. 2.
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corporal punishment being all I desired; but my neighbors
insisted on killing him. The Assiniboines soon after
"decamped, returning S. E. to their camp on Battle river.
Durand arrived with a cow from Deschamps’ tent. Buffalo
are now coming up. Two Crees arrived from below. I got
my kitchen finished.

Oct. 12tk. A large party of Crees arrived from Birch lake
to get equipped for the winter. Those Indians are accus-
tomed to winter in the strong wood, and are good hunters;
but the affair of last summer made them go below. How-
ever, I gave out debts to the best of them, in hopes they
would hunt even there.

Oct. r3t/. Vermillion river frozen over, and borders of
ice along the Saskatchewan. Crees continued to arrive
from below, and we were busily employed equipping them.
Men arrived with rafts of pine from above. My hunter
Parenteau, and horse-keeper Croite, arrived en baggage.
Finished carting in 720 bundles of hay for the winter.

Oct. rgth. Sent Parenteau and a party with horses to
hunt buffalo. Sent Beauvois to remain with Deschamps.
Fifteen tents of Crees are camped at the fort, on their way
to the woods; I sent them to tent near the little lakes
behind, in case the Slaves might come in. My men all at
the fall work of the fort, such as building the Indian house,
store, and shop, surrounding them with stockades, repairing
the houses, mudding the chimneys, carting hay, etc.

Sunday, Oct. 15¢h. Equipped the Crees who were going
below to winter; gave them debts, liquor, etc.; gave liquor
also to those who were camped behind the hills, and sent
them all away. The H. B. returned with a large boat from
Rapid creek, where they had been some time raising pine
wood to make eight canoes next spring.

Oct. 16tk. Indians came back to trade horses for liquor,
and those camped here sold both horsesand tents for liquor.
Some took rum on debt. They were going and coming all
day, trading and begging liquor. Those fellows are great.
drunkards; they part with everything for rum. The men
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began to work for themselves, repairing their houses. z72¢Z.
Part of the Indians still drunk. I equipped those who
were sober, and gave them debts, but with a sparing
hand, as I feared they would make no great hunts. 184
Equipping Crees all day and giving them debts, principally
tobacco and ammunition. 179z2%2. We got clear of all the
Crees, who decamped, some for the strong woods and some
for below. A band of Gens de Pied Assiniboines arrived.
I gave them liquor, and they drank all night peaceably.

Oct. 20th. The Assiniboines traded early and set off for
Lac du Diable, S. of Battle river and S. E. from here. They
brought nothing but pounded meat and grease. My men
finished repairing their houses, and this evening everyone
was entered and settled for the winter, as follows:*

House No. r.

1. Parenteau............. I Man 1 Woman 5 Children.

2. Perain................ IR S 1 Child.

3. Clément.............. SRS S 2 Children.

4. Dubois.oe. covnno. ... r ¢ r 1 Child. 17 Persons.
House No. 2. ‘

5. Cardinal.............. I Man 1 Woman 5 Children.

6. Ladouceur............. I ¢ I

7. Ottawa...... ......... r “ I ¢« 3 “

8. Pichette............... S 15 Persons.

10 Unfortunately the list gives few full names. My memoranda of persons of
the surnames which appear above are the following, exclusive of some already
noted ; identifications are possible only in some of the cases. Compare the
lists beyond, June 3d, 1810, and Apr. 4th, 1814.

I. Parenteau or Parrenteau is often named in Henry. This man was Joseph
Parenteau, listed as voyageur N. W. Co., Fort des Prairies, 1804.—There was
another, Jean Parenteau, ditto, La Pointe, 1804.—One Parenteau’s camp was
passed by Thompson on the Saskatchewan, near Baptiste’s r., June 25th, 1808.
—On Aug. 18th, 1804, at Island portage on Winnipeg r., Thompson passed a
cross newly erected to *“ poor Parenteau of Athabasca,” recently drowned there.

2. Perain is also written Perrin, Pivain, and Pivian: no clew to any such
name. *‘ Perain” may be Peraiu, which suggests Perrault. Compare Périgny.

3. Clément. Antoine Clément is listed as voyageur N. W. Co., Fort des
Prairies, 1804.—One Clement was with Thompson on Athabasca r., Apr.,
1799.—One Clement was with him at the Rocky Mt. house, Apr., 1800.—One
Clement was there with-him in Nov., 1806, and left on a mountain tour with
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House No. 3.
q. Crevier............... I Man I Woman 1 Child.
10. Thibault.............. ¢ x S
11. Dumont [and another?}.2 Men 1 *¢ 4 Children,
12. Lajeunesse............ 1 Man 14 Persons,
House No. 4.
13. Guilliou........ccnnnne I Man 1 Woman,
14. Durand..........coo0x ¢ ¢ 1 Child.
15, Carriére.......coveents SRR S 2 Children.
16. Martelle............. S SR S 4 ‘e
17. Le Blanc’s wife........ S 2 “ 18 Persons.
House No. 5.
18, Faille................ .IMan 1 Woman 4 Children.
19. La Pierre.......covov0a ¢ 1 ¢ 3 .
20, 21. Lussier [Frangois and
Joseph]..eoeinann.tn 2Men 1 *¢ 1 Child,
22. Gagnion.............. tMan 1 “ 17 Persons,

Finan McDonald, Feb. gth, 1807,—One Clement summered with Thompson at
the Kootenay house, 1806. All these may easily be the same person.

4. Dubois: see note %%, p. 50.

5. Cardinal, often Cardinalle. The one above said has a son with him, one
of his five half-breeds.—One Cardinal, a Canadian, was with Thompson on
Beaver r., Athabasca region, Sept. 26th, 1799.—One Cardinal was at Forts
George and Augustus in Sept., 1799.—One Cardinal wintered at the fort at
Forks of Peace r., 1802-03 ; on May sth, 1803, he was re-engaged for one year
and went to the Horseshoe house.—Jaco, Jacco, or Jacko Cardinal was at the R.
Mt. house in Apr., 1800.—Joseph Cardinal is listed as interpreter N. W. Co.,
Fort des Prairies, 1804.—Louis Cardinal was drowned in the Saskatchewan
about Turtle r., early in 1800.—R. Cardinal is listed as voyageur N, W. Co.,
Fond du Lac, 1804.—S. Cardinal, ditto, Fort des Prairies, 1804.

6. Joseph Ladouceur, listed voyageur N. W. Co., Fort des Prairies, 1804, is
probably the above.—Louis Ladouceur is listed as voyageur N. W. Co., La
Pointe, 1804.—Siméon Ladouceur, ditto, English r., 1804.

7. Ottawa : probably a sobriquet; or an Indian of that tribe.

8. Joseph Pichet and Louis Pichet are both listed as voyageurs N, W. Co.,
Upper Red r., 1804.—The Pichette above said continues with Henry at the
Rocky Mt. house in 1810, and is sent with provisions to Thompson on Pem-
bina r., br. of Athabasca r.

9. Charles Crevier appears as voyageur N. W. Co., Fort des Prairies, 1804.
—Jean Baptiste Crevier is listed beyond, Apr. 4th, 1814.

10. One Tabault was on the Assiniboine in 1793.—Basile Thifault appears
as voyageur N. W. Co., Fort des Prairies, 1804. These two names are the
same, and may indicate the same person. Basile was no doubt the one with
Henry.

11. Dumont frequently appears as Dumond.—One Dumond of the N. W,
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House Ne. 6.

23. Parisien............... 1 Man 1 Woman © Children.

24. Languedoc............ SRR S 1 Child.

25. Croite,.....covvnuenns b SRR S b S

26. Beauvois............. I 15 Persons.
House No. 7.

27. Jéréme............... 1 Man 4 Children.

28. Rocque......oovveenes 1 “ 1 Woman 1 Child.

29. Réhelle.............. b S

30. Fleming.............. S 10 Persons.
House No. 8.

31. Mr. Hamel............ I Man I Person.
House No. g.

32. Mr. Small ........... 1 Man 1 Person.
House No. ro.

33 Self...eeeiiiinninan. 1 Man 1 Woman 3 Children. 5 Persons.
Tent.

34. F. Deschamps......... 1 Man 1 Woman 4 Children.

35. F. Deschamps, Jr...... SRR S 1 Child. 9 Persons.
Tent.

36. Martin,............... 1 Man 1 Woman 6 Children. 8 Persons.

Totals, 36 27 67 130 Persons.

Co. was with Thompson at R. Mt. house on Oct., 1806.—Frangois Dumond
is listed as voyageur N. W. Co., Lake Winnipeg, 1804.—One Dumond or
Dumont went with Thompson from R. Mt. house and returned Nov. 17th-Dec.
3d, 1800.—Gabrie] Dumoént is with Henry in 1810, beyond.—Jean Baptiste
Dumont is listed as voyageur N, W. Co., Fort des Prairies, 1804.

12. La Jeunesse: see note %, p, 221.

13. Guilliou is same name, apparently, as Gailloux and Giaoux, which appear
in Thompson’s MSS. His man was Joseph, who went with him from Boggy
Hall into the mountains at the sources of the Athabasca, 1810, and wintered
1810-11 in Thompson’s Canoe camp at mouth of Canoce r., br. of the Colum-
bia ; he reappearsas Joseph Geillioux in Henry, Apr. 4th, 1814, beyond. The
true form of this name may be Jaloux; if so, Henry's man may have been
Joseph Jaloux. .

14. Durand. The above is Louis Durand, who appears as voyageur N. W.
Co., Fort des Prairies, 1804 ; he continues with Henry in 1810.—One Durand
was with Thompson, Forts George and Augustus, May, 1800.—J. Durand
left the R. Mt. house Oct. 26th, 1806; no doubt the Joseph Durand who is
listed as voyageur N. W, Co., Fort des Prairies, 1804, and who later appears
with Henry, beyond.—Paul Durand is listed, ditto, ditto.

15. André Carriére and Joseph Carriére both appear us voyageurs N. W. Co.,
Fort des Prairies, 1804.—Michel Carriére, the *‘ Carrier” of A. Ross, p. 181,
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Oct. 21st. Four young men arrived for tobacco for a
band of Blackfeet who were coming in. Sent tobacco to
six chiefs, each six inches. The Blackfeet arrived and
traded fresh and dried provisions.

Sunday, Oct. 224. Ten young men came in for tobacco.
A large band of Blackfeet arrived on the S. side. We
allowed only the principal men to cross; we gave them
liquor and sent them back to drink, so as not to trouble us

Canadian voyageur and overland Astorian, was lost near Umatilla r. in Oregon,
Jan,, 1812.

16. Baptiste Martel is listed as voyageur N. W, Co., Fort des Prairies, 1804.

17. Le Blanc. Cadien Blanc was at Fort Chipewyan in 1799.—One Le
Blanc, on the Saskatchewan with Thompson, was fitted out to winter with the
Kootenays, 1800-0r.—One Le Blanc of the N. W. Co. was at R. Mt. house
Nov. 6th, 1806.—Pierre Le Blanc appears as voyageur N. W. Co., Kaministi-
quia, 1804.

18. Faille. No such name found elsewhere.

19. La Pierre is a name I find mangled in many ways in the Henry copy ;
which is the more surprising, as it is very common, besides being good French.
In the above list it happened to be La Puire, an obvious slip which I repair.—
Antoine La Pierre is listed as voyageur N. W. Co., Nepigon, 1804.—Joseph La
Pierre was an Astorian on ship Tonquin from New York, Sept. 6th, 1810, and
on the Columbia in 1811-14; he is the *“ Joe de La Pierre ” of Irving’s book :.
see list of Apr. 4th, 1814, beyond.—Louis La Pierre is twice listed as voyageur
N. W. Co., in 1804, Fort des Prairies and Athabasca.

20, 21. Lussier, also Lusscier and Luscier. F. [Francois] Lussier and
Joseph Lussier are both listed as voyageurs N. W. Co., Fort des Prairies,
1804 : the figure *“2” in Henry's list, after the name, means these two Lus-
siers.—One Lussier of the N, W. Co., at R. Mt. house in 1807, went with
Thompson to the Columbia in May that year; summered 1808 at Kootenay
house ; wintered with Thompson in the R. mts. 1808-09 ; his wife died Apr.
25th, 1809, leaving four children. This is either Basile Lussier or Etienne
Lussier of the list of Apr. 4th, 1814, beyond.

22. Gagnion." Joseph Gagnon is listed as voyageur N. W. Co., Fort des
Prairies, 1804.—Pierre Gagnon, Ginan, or Genou, of the N. W, Co., lefi the
R. Mt. house Oct. 26th, 1806, and was with Thompson in the R. mts., at Saleesh
house and elsewhere, winter of 180g-10.

23. Parisien commonly appears in copy as Parizzian and Perizzian, in the
above list as Parrisien ; Thompson has Perrizien. The name is common, and
I reduce all the forms to one.—Baptiste Parisien, full name probzbly Jean
Baptiste Parisien, is listed as voyageur N. W. Co., Fort des Prairies, 1804.—
Bonaventure Parisien, the same.—Hyacinthe Parisien appears as voyageur con-
tre-maitre N. W. Co., Rainy L., 1804.—Ignace Parisien was on the upper Sas-
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until to-morrow. Three Crees from the Moose hills arrived.
I could not but reflect upon their imprudence in coming
when the Slaves are here; it cannot be called bravery, for it
is well known that Crees are the most arrant cowards in the
plains, afraid of their own shadows. They depend upon
us for protection, and it gives us a great deal of trouble to
keep both parties quiet. The Blackfeet are as foolhardy as
the Crees. Two of them appeared last fall on the S. side,

katchewan with Thompson in 1808.—One Parisien was with Thompson at
Fort George on the Saskatchewan in Sept., 1799.—Joseph Parisien is listed as
voyageur N. W. Co., Red Lake Dept., 1804. .

24. Auguste Languedoc appears as voyageur N. W, Co., Fort des Prairies,
1804 ; most probably the above.

25. Croite. Nothing further ; name will recur in another connection.

26. Beauvois is probaBly the man who is listed, as René Beauvais, Fort des
Prairies, 1804.

27. Jérdme: see note 2, p. 544.

28. Rocque is the same name as Larocque: see note %, p. 52, and note 17,
p. 301. The Rocque who is listed without Christian name as interpreter,
N. W, Co., Fort des Prairies, 1804, is probably Henry’s man.—Pascal Rocque
appears as voyageur N. W. Co., Le Pic, 1804.

29. Réhelle looks as if it were a new form of that elusive name already noted
as Reale, Relle, Reilh, and Reilhe: see note ¥, p. 274.

30. Fleming: nothing like it found.

31. Hamel : see note %, p, 52. The name occurs above as Hamelle.

2. Mr. Small. ‘‘ Athapupuskow or Mr. Small’s R.” occurs in the Thomp-
son MSS., Sept. 13th, 1804. This is present Cold r., tributary to the Missi-
nipi from Cold 1., connected with present Athapuscow . Mr. Small was at
Boggy Hall when Thompson passed, June 25th, 1808.—Pat. Small was with
(Sir) A. McKenzie in 1786, and at Isle 4 1a Crosse, Feb. 24th, 1788.

33. ‘“‘Self” is of course Mr. Henry, the increase of whose family siace we
last heard of it will be observed.

3%, 35. Frangois Deschamps, father and son ; no doubt the two listed as re-
spectively interpreter and voyageur, N. W. Co., Fort des Prairies, 1804. Fran-
gois, Sr., was in this region in 1799 or earlicr; he had another son, Joseph,
di? Gros Téte, said by A. Ross to have died a violent death. Frangois, Jr., was
on Prince Maximilian’s Missouri expedition, cz. 1832 ; he was accounted a good
shot and hard fighter, and said to have killed several persons in the Governor
Robert Semple affair near Fort Douglas on Red r., June 19th, 1816. A. Ross
states that he was stabbed to death near Fort Union on the Missouri, when his
wife was shot and his children were burned.—Jean Baptiste Deschamps is listed
as voyageur N. W. Co., Athabasca Dept., 1804.

36. Martin: see note 5, p. 442.
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and called out to be crossed over, while there was a Cree
camp of 8o tents, all drinking, who, on observing the Black-
feet, had flown to arms and declared they would murder
them. My neighbor and myself crossed over to them, and
with the utmost difficulty prevailed upon them to return to
their friends, telling them the Crees-were determined to kill
them if they crossed. They appeared perfectly uncon-
cerned, and said they did not care, as they would have the
satisfaction of dying at the white people’s fort. However,
we insisted upon their going back, which they did with great
reluctance. Thus are we plagued and tormented to keep
peace among those different nations at our houses, where
a disturbance at this early season might prove pernicious
to our trade. ,

Oct. 23d. Sent eight men with 30 horses to hunt buffalo
on the S. side, and 10 men to the N. W, of the Moose hills
to raise birch to make houses and dog sleds for the winter,
as we have no good wood of that kind at hand. The river
is now choked with drifting ice, and it was with the utmost
difficulty my people got their horses over. Crossed the
Blackfeet; 20 traded with me, most of them chiefs, and twice
that number with my neighbor, principally for provisions.
They brought in wolves, but I sent them to-my neighbor, as
wolves were not in season. A light fall of snow last night
extinguished a fire we had perceived raging toward Dog
Rump creek on the N. side of this river, due W. This had
threatened to devastate the country, and a famine would
have been the consequence. '

This afternoon Mr. Bird" arrived from York Factory,
which he left last September in a light canoe. He was
caught in the ice at Ecorres Jaunes, whence he came by land

1 0Of the H. B. Co. I have no mem. of his first name. He was found by
Thompson at Cumberland Ho. June 23d, 1797, and wintered in the Athabasca
country, 179g-1800. Mr. Bird’s newspapers must have had accounts of the
battles of Eckmiihl, 13 m. S. S. E. of Ratisbon, Apr. 22d, 1809, in which Na-
poleon beat the Archduke Charles of Austria, and of Aspern and Essling, on

N. side of the Danube, 5 m. N. E. of Vienna, May 21st and 22d, when the for-
tune of war was reversed,
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on horseback. He brings us London papers so late as June
13th, containing accounts of the battles between the French
and Austrians. He also brings orders from their committee
at home to practice more rigid economy ; to take no wolves
from the natives and as few small furs as possible, there
being no sale for them; only beavers, muskrats, and swan-
skins are of value. This will be a fatal blow to the natives;
it will deprive them of their usual supplies, and probably
make them troublesome. ‘

Oct. 24tk. 1 invited the H. B. agents to breakfast, and
settled with them concerning our trade with the natives for
the winter. I determined upon a jaunt up to Fort Augus-
tus; took inventories and packed up the property, that
. nothing might be given out in my absence.

Oct. 25¢k. Three men returned with bull meat; no cows
to be seen. Ice drifting.

Oct. 26¢tk. Mzr. Bird set off with his family on horseback.
We crossed the horses from the S. side with great trouble
from the ice, and came near drowning them. I sent Beau-
vois to the horse-keeper’s tent to have my horses in readi-
ness there. Mr. Rocque shot 20 rabbits,” brown, gray, and
white. The boys belonging to the fort daily shoot rabbits
in the hummocks, and kill great numbers at this season,
when they are easily traced.

12 These were Zepus campestris, the varying hare of the great plains, which
turns white in winter, and at the date said would be changing its pelage.



- CHAPTER XVIL
TO FORT AUGUSTUS AND BACK: 1809.

RIDAY, Oct. 27th. At sunrise I was on horseback with

my neighbor and one of his men; at noon we arrived
at my horse-keeper’s tent. At the house we had no snow,
but on passing Frog creek we found the ground covered
about three inches deep. The country was very rough—
continual hills and valleys, mostly covered with small poplar
and willow hummocks; but just before we crossed Riviere
du Milieu' we passed a beautiful small plain, perfectly
level, without a hole or stone; the soil pure sand covered
with short grass. On the N. side near the plain is a de-
lightful lake, surrounded with hummocks of pine, cypress,
and poplar, and open grassy ground. This is a famous
raceground, over which two persons seldom pass with-
out trying their horses’ speed. At three o’clock my horses
were ready, and we set off. Passed the ruins of old Fort
George,’ only the chimneys of which are now to be seen.

! Present Middle cr., coming from Puskeeahkeehewin reserve and falling
into the Saskatchewan from the N., between Frog cr. and Moose Hill cr. On
the other side of the river present Photograph cr. falls in from the S. W.,
between Frog cr. and Middle cr.

* Fort George was built by Angus Shaw, with about 60 men, in the autumn
of 1792, and abandoned in 1801. It was one of several Saskatchewan posts to
which the name or epithet of ‘ Fort des Prairies” attached, and a place of
importance for some years. It stood on the N, bank, 4 m. by the road above
Moose or Moose Hill cr., about on the line between Ranges v and vi, W, of
the 4th merid., Tps. 56. The opposing H. B. Co. post was Buckingham house,
where Thompson wintered 1793-94; his observations fixed the position as
lat. 53° 52 07" or 15" N., long. 110° 41’ 07"’ W. (magn. var. 18° E.). He
was also repeatedly at Fort George after he had left the H. B. Co. and entered
the N. W. Co., May 23d, 1797, when the entry in his journal is: ¢ This Day
left the Service of the Hudsons Bay co. and [entered] that of the Company of
Merchants from Canada-——may God Almighty prosper me.” His MSS, include a

560
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At dark we came to Dog Rump river, which having crossed,
we stopped for the night. This comes from the N. W. into
the Saskatchewan, which is about two leagues S. of us.
Moose river, where my horse-keeper is tented, rises in the

fragment of a ‘“ Journal of Occurrences of Fort George,” running Sept. sth~-10th,
1799, found in Bk. 12, Vol. VI. He says that at 8 a. m. Sept. s5th, *‘ Mr. John
McDonald and me” arrived; found the fort without doors or windows, and
otherwise di'apidated ; heard of Mr. Peter Fidler at Green L.; six canoes arrived
all right. Sept. 6th, Mr. McDonald, Cardinal, La Liberté, La Remmé, and
others started on horseback for Fort Augustus, leaving him with two men and
20 pieces of goods to wait for Daniel McKenzie; Burleigh left; Mr. Hallet
came. Sept. 7th-10th gives nothing special. In the present sad disarrange-
ment of the MSS., this fragment connects directly with another piece of writ-
ing now bound in Bk. 10 of Vol. V, running from Sept. 11th, 1799. On that
day he shut up the place; the bastion had been pulled down in the spring;
Mr. Chas. Isham arrived from Green l.; heard that Mr. Auld had left Mr.
Linklater at Isle 2 la Crosse and gone to Green 1. to winter in opposition to
Mr. McTavish ; meanwhile the English canoes were at mouth of Beaverr.;
Mr. Fidler was at Isle & la Crosse with the Churchill people ; Mr. McTavish
had tried to get a man in place of deserter Richards, and also to take away
Petit Coquin’s wife, but failed in both attempts—with much more news Mr.
Isham brought to Fort George. Sept. 15th, the English with Mr. Hallett went
down river to build at Turtle r.; English under Mr, Pruden off for Meadow 1.;
Buché’s canoe of the Little [X. Y.] Society put up 3 m. below Fort George.
Sept. 22d, Messrs. [Daniel] McKenzie, King, and Stuart arrived from Turtle r.
Mr. McKenzie, of Forsyth & Co., passed in one canoe. Sept, 23d, N, W,
brigade arrived ; those of Forsyth & Co. passed on. Sept. 25th, Dan’l Mc-
Kenzie, King, and others off for Fort Augustus ; Robertiere sent with letters to
Mz, Shaw at Red Deer 1.; Perrizien and Dauphine sent down to Mr. Belleau at
Turtle r.; men arranging themselves for the winter. Sept. 26th, St. Burah put
the warehouse in order. Sept. 27th, Ogilvie’s canoes passed on for Fort Augus-
tus, This ends the fragment, but we know that he wintered at Fort George
1799-1800., On Mar. 25th, 1800, he left it for a journey by land to Fort
Augustus, as appears by a fragment, Mar. 25th~28th, in Bk. 13 of Vol. VI.
This fragment is repeated and the journal is in full in Bk. 6 of Vol, III, run-
ning Mar. 25th-May 12th, 1800, by which we trace him by land from Fort
George to Fort Augustus Mar. 28th, to Rocky Mountain house Apr. 8th, and
thence down river to Fort ‘George May 12th. This journey from the Rocky
Mountain house, Sunday, May 4th, to Fort George at 2 p. m. Monday, May
12th, is also traced in a fragment in Bk. 13 of Vol. VI. On May 18th, 1800,
he finally left Fort George for Grand Portage on Lake Superior.

Distinguish this Fort George from another of the same name on Fraser r., at
mouth of Nechacho r., and moreover from that Fort George which was Astoria
before the latter was_captured by the British, Dec. 13th, 1813.
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hills of that name, and empties into the Saskatchewan
below Fort George. Snow all night.

Oct. 28th. We found six inches of snow, and the storm
continued. We saddled at daybreak and proceeded. Our
route lay about W. along a deep valley overgrown with pine
and willows, on a hillside, which made it both tedious and
dangerous. We saw several fallow deer. At ten we passed
Egg lake on our left, frozen over and covered with snow.
The riding became very rough. At one o’clock we reached
Little Fish lake, where we stopped to refresh our horses;
it was entirely free from ice, and wild fowl were in abun-
dance. Itis about two leagues in circumference, and lies
E.and W. It receives its water from Great Fish lake, to the
N. W,, and thence empties into the Saskatchewan under
the name of Riviere des Cate.® Both of these Fish lakes
abound in excellent whitefish. At two o’clock the storm
ceased ; we saddled and set off, crossing the creek on the ice
where it falls into the lake. The N. side of this lake is
thickly wooded with poplar and the S. is covered with
willows. We next came to a rough, hilly country, over-
grown -with small poplar and willow; to the N. the country
appeared elevated and covered with strong wood. Having

3So copy-—again this troublesome phrase, obviously not good French, but
whose rectification escapes me. However, there is no doubt what stream is
thus designated. Henry is traveling W. from Dog Rump or Dog cr., at a con-
siderable distance from the Saskatchewan, here looping southward off the road
which strikes it higher up, and has come to present Stony cr. His route is
not far S. of the government telegraph line from a station at the mouth of
Moose cr. His Little Fish 1. is the small one through which Stony cr. runs
at the intersection of Tps. 56 and 57 of Ranges viii and ix, W. of the 4th
merid. His Great Fish 1. is present Stony l., a little further N. W., around
which the telegraph now goes. Stony cr. runs S. E. from this through the
other Fish 1., to fall into the Saskatchewan about the intersection of Tps.
5% and 56 of Ranges vii and viii. This position is a mile or two above Deathr.
(formerly Quinney cr.), which falls into the Saskatchewan from the S., and
about 6 m. below the site of that Fort de I'Isle, or Island fort, which Mr.
Decoigne built in 1801, say 20 m. above Fort George. In passing, June 30th,
1808, Thompson calls it ‘“Old Island Fort,” which he says was between a
stream he calls Sloping Bank brook and Fort George, less than a day above the
laster,
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surmounted these hills we entered a flat space lying N.
and S., covered with low willows. Beyond this flat we
found a sandy soil, covered with cypress and pine. At
dusk we crossed a small creek* on an old beaver dam,
and camped for the night, having made a good day’s
journey.

Sunday, Oct. 29th. Snow continued. At daybreak we
proceeded through a rough, hilly, woody country to Terre
Blanche river.® We had some trouble to cross in broken
ice, our horses in water up to the saddles, and the current
strong. We kept on through an elevated, barren country
covered with cypress, the soil almost pure sand, and shortly
reached the N. bank of the Saskatchewan, here narrow,

¢ Henry has crossed the boundary between Saskatchewan and Alberta, about °
long. 111° 30" W., entered the present Little Hunter and Blue Quill Indian re-
serve, and is camped on Saddle cr., in the vicinity of the Snake hills. This creek
is formed from several tributaries discharging from Saddle 1., Duck 1., Egg 1.,
and some others, all small, in and about the reserve ; it flows about S. into the
river opposite the Snipe hills, which rise on the other side. The Egg 1. here
said is not the one Henry so calls ; there are many Egg lakes hereabouts, where
gulls, terns, and other water birds breed in great numbers. Henry’s camp is
probably near where the telegraph line crosses Saddle cr., some 8 m. N. of the
Saskatchewan. The mouth of Saddle cr. is 12 m. or more above a place on
the river where the H. B. Co. built Fort St. Paul, in the N. E. ¥ of Tp. 55,
R. xii, W. of the 4th init. merid.

5 Passing without notice the little Red Earth or Red Clay cr., Henry speedily
comes to Riviére i la Terre Blanche, otherwise White Earth, White Mud,
or White Clay r. or cr., which flows S. E. from White Earth and other-lakes
into the Saskatchewan about the intersection of Tps. 58 and 59 of Ranges xv
and xvi, W. of the 4th init. merid. This position is notable as the northernmost
point the Saskatchewan anywhere attains—a few minutes past lat. 54° N., and
some 8 m, directly N. E. of present Victoria : see Thompson’s map, stream let-
tered * White Earth Brook,” with mouth just beyond 54° N. We shall find
Henry on the spot again in 1810, and hear more about the place—to be care-
fully distinguished from another of the same pallid and earthy name higher up
the river (above both old and new Fort Augustus). This upper White Mud
house was ¢ old ” in 1808 ; when Thompson came down river in 1810, he went
from it at g a. m. June 22d, to old Fort Augustus, 6.50 p. m. same day; June
23d, he reached Carp r. at noon ; and at 7 p. m. reached what he calls White
Mud Brook house, the one Henry will establish on the spot where he now is:
see June 23d, 1810, beyond.
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rapid, and free from sand-banks or islands; the ice was
crowding down, almost in one body.

We proceeded along the bank, where there is a pretty
plain and a beautiful cypress grove, and soon reached
Rivitre au Lac de Vire,® where we stopped to refresh our,
horses. We then passed over Prairie du Lac de Vire,
which is a low, level plain running E. and W.,, bounded by
rising grounds N. and S., formerly a famous hunting-ground
for the natives, where animals were always numerous; we
saw a large herd of red deer. Our course was next within
sight of the Saskatchewan, sometimes below the bank, and
again along the top; the country hilly, covered with small
poplarand willow. We crossed several rivulets’ on the ice,
and then came to Riviere 2 la Carpe,® where we found no
ice. Having crossed it, we had a tedious route among
burnt-wood, willow, crossed logs, and rivulets for some dis-
tance, till we lost sight of the river, and proceeded through
a level country, thickly overgrown with poplars and wil-
lows, where old beaver dams and fallen trees lay across the
road, to our great annoyance. We kept on till dark, when
we could no longer follow the track in the woeods. We
stopped for the night near an old beaver dam where a
small lake had been formed by those sagacious animals.
The number of dams we have passed since we crossed
Riviere 2 la Carpe is astonishing; this tract appears to

6 Elsewhere in Henry, Virer, Vivres, and Vivere, but apparently F. zirer,
to turn, turn about, tack; compare, however, F. wvizier, fish-pond; and F.
le vivre, les vivres, as a noun meaning food, victuals. This lake and river were
formerly also Lac 2 Fumée and Riviére 3 Fumée, whence present Smoky 1.
and Smoky cr., discharging into the Saskatchewan 2 or 3 m. below Vic-
toria ; mounted police station, place called Pakan in the vicinity, etc. Across
the river from Victoria is the mouth of the stream which discharges from Lime-
stone 1., on the S., once known as Vermilion 1.; E. of the lake and S, E. of the
stream is Lake Whiteford, one of the many that were Egg lakes in Henry's
time or earlier—1 find it so called in 1797. '

7 Running S. in parallel ‘courses through the present Indian reserve; three of
them are called Steep cr., Cut Bank cr., and Hollow Hill cr.

8 Present Carp or Sucker cr., from the N. W., a little beyond the limits of
the reserve just said: see “ Carp Brook " on Thompson's map.
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have been once a perfect nest of beavers. The snow
ceased this afternoon, but at dusk the storm recurred, and
we had a blusterous, snowy night.

Oct. zoth. At daybreak we were on horseback; the
storm continued with great violence, but the thick woods de-
fended us from the wind ; a foot of snow was'on the ground,
and all the trees were loaded, which made riding disagreeable.
At eight o'clock we again sighted the river, and proceeded
through an ugly country, covered with willows, until we
came to sandy ground, where we were sure to find cypress,
without willows or underbrush. The road was then pleas-
ant until we came to Vermilion river, where we found an
ugly mire, in which our horses sank to their bellies.
Where we crossed this river the current was strong, and
carried very little ice. We soon lost sight of the Saskatch-
ewan, passing through willows and small poplars for some
distance, till we again had it in view, covered with shoals
of ice. The snow ceased, the weather cleared up, and we
soon found the country more open. Here we lost sight of
the river and came upon a level plain, which continued to
Sturgeon river.”” There we met a party of Crees who had

9 Present Paint or Red Water cr., from the N. W.—not to be confounded
with that much larger Vermilion r., from the S., opposite the mouth of which was
Fort Vermilion. Thompson speaks of this as Vermilion r., on his //Z coming
down : see his map, ‘‘ Vermillion B.” Red Water cr. falls in about the intcr-
section of Tps. 56 and 57 of Ranges xx and xxi, W. of the 4th init. merid., a
little above a certain Beaver or Beaverhill cr., which comes from the S. E. into
the other side of the Saskatchewan.

10 Distinguish this from uncounted other Sturgeon rivers which irrigate the
map of British America. This is a pretty large stream, which heads in the
Height of Land between the Saskatchewan and Athabascan watersheds, Its
uttermost sources are close to the sources of Pembina r., a large tributary of
the Athabasca. There is a set of lakes from or through which run the head-
waters of Sturgeon r., such as Round l., Isle L., Fish 1., and especially the large
Lake St. Ann, on issuing from which Sturgeon r. takes its name and shapes its
main course E., zigzagging into the Saskatchewan. Lake St. Ann is the site of
an Indian reserve, which lies on its N. shore, and also of St. Ann settlement
on its S, shore—H. B. Co. post and R. C. mission. The distance hence to the
mouth of the river is not over 50 m. in an air-line, but much further by the
course of the crooked stream, which runs through more than one lake and
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been to Fort Augustus for their winter supplies, and were
returning to their tents in the strong wood on the upper
part of Terre Blanche river. We found a very strong cu:-
rent on crossing this river, and water up to our horses’
bellies. Having got over, we ascended the hill, left the
old track to our left, and directed our course to the Little
mountain, passing N. of old Fort Augustus.” We now
came to beautiful level plains, intercepted by a few poplar
hummocks, with the Beaverhills in full view on the S. We
crossed the old Portage track leading to Panbian river,”

receives various tributaries. - Big 1. is one of them, fed by a certain Dog cr.,
and below this lake a short distance is St. Alberts, with 2 mounted police sta-
tion and 2 mission. Other places lower down the river are called Namas and
New London (or “Lunnon”). The river empties into the Saskatchewan
from a N, W. course, nearly in the center of Tp. 55, R. xxii, W. of the 4th
init. merid. See *‘ Sturgeon Rivulet” on Thompson’s map, running E. from
what he calls *“ Manito Lake,” and note approximation to Pembina r., as there
shown.

1 O/d Fort Augustus is to be carefully distinguished from the one to which
Henry is going, at present Edmonton. The old fort stood on the left or N.
W. bank of the Saskatchewan, close above the mouth of Sturgeon r.—between
that and the mouth of present Frog cr., which falls in on the other side, and
probably about opposite the latter: see the site, conspicuously lettered *¢ Fort
Augustus, N. W, Co.,” on Thompson’s map. The situation is thus a little
below the present Fort Saskatchewan, and on the other side of the river, fully
20 m. in an air-line N, E. from Edmonton, and much further below the latter
by the bends of the river. ‘Old” Fort Augustus has often been confused
with the ‘‘new” Fort Augustus which was built by Mr. Hughes at present
. Edmonton, and maintained by the N. W. Co. till the fusion of 1821. Both
were among the several Saskatchewan posts which successively or simultane-
ously shared the name or epithet *‘ Fort des Prairies.” Thompson notes the "
ruins of old Fort Augustus when he passed, June 22d, 1810; it had been ;
destroyed by Blackfeet since he passed it before in July, 1809. /

12 Pembina r., the one last noted as alarge tributary of the Athabasca. The
road from Edmonton now goes past Horse 1 to St. Albert, whence the trail
continues, about N. N. W., up a section of Sturgeon r., past the Calahoo reserve,
through the Alexander reserve, past Deadman 1. and Bourlon 1., and so on over
the Height of Land to the H. B. Co. post on Lac 12 Nonne or Nunl, and
down its discharge to Pembina r. Crossing the latter a few miles above Paddle
r., it keeps on to Athabasca crossing, a point on the great river a few miles
below that H. B. Co. post which was built opposite an older one known as
Fort Assiniboine. Pembina r. is the main tributary of the Athabasca, coming
from the Rocky mts. on a course similar to that of McLeod’s 1., next above,



NEW FORT AUGUSTUS, AT EDMONTON. 567

which appeared very plain, going due N. At the Petite
Montagne ** we met another party of Crees on their return
to their tents. Soon afterward we fell upon the well-beaten
track leading from old Fort Augustus upward; here the
country is pleasant and open, with level plains and few
hummocks. We met some more Crees, and then saw a
party ahead, which proved to be Mr. Bird’s. We had given
up hope of overtaking him, as he slept at least ten miles
ahead of us last night. We soon came up with him near a
small lake at the cross woods, where we found a party of
Crees drinking. We passed them into a country covered
with willows and long grass. This may be called the W,
end of the plains, on the N. side of the Saskatchewan. We
met a long string of Indians under march, mostly intoxi-
cated ; they called loudly for rum, but we went on till we
came to the entrance of the strong woods, where the track
brought us upon the bank, in sight of the river, at a flat
bottom, on which were the two establishments ; the hill was
steep and slippery. At 4 p. m.we entered Fort Augus-
tus," after a toilsome but expeditious journey from Fort
Vermillion.

It was explored and navigated down in 1799 by Thompson, whose ‘‘ Journey

from {old] Fort Augustus to the Forks of the Athabasca River, 1799,” is

recorded in Bk. 12 of Vol. VI of his MSS.—with which compare even dates in

Bk. 10 of Vol. V. Thompson started 8 a. m. Friday, April 19th, 1799, with 3

men and 5 horses, from old Fort Augustus, and went 11 m. N. W. to a point.
where he rafted over Sturgeon r., which he says the Indians called Nithkeek-

pahk Niskootake Sipi. He struck the Pembina Apr. 21st, found his canoe 234

m. lower down, at 6.15 p. m., and navigated the river to its junction with the

Athabasca at noon of Apr. 25th. His canoe had been built for him on the

river by Durand and two other men.

13 Henry's Little mountain, or Petite Montagne, is present Horse hill, past
which Horse Hill cr. flows S. E. into the Saskatchewan. The next one above,
on the same side, is Second Rut cr., and the next is First Rut cr.—counting
from Edmonton ; at the mouth of the second one is a place called Clover bay.
On the other side of the Saskatchewan come in successively Doctor’s cr. and
Old Man’s cr., running N. W. from the Beaver hills. All these are small and
comparatively insignificant.

1 Locality of present Edmonton, by far the most important place on the
upper Saskatchewan ; terminus of the Calgary and Edmonton branch of the C.
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Oct. 31st. This morning early Le Beeuf qui Boit, a
chief of the Bloods, appeared on the S., and called out tobe
crossed over, which was done accordingly. It was something
uncommon for a great chief to thus come ahead, without
sending young men in for tobacco, but the cause was this:
During the summer the tribe had formed a war-party
against the Crees, and crossed the river below this place;
but, failing in their undertaking, they desired to wreak their
vengeance upon this establishment. Fortunately their
tracks were discovered, and our people kept watch during
the night. The fellows came near the fort, but seeing our
people on their guard, they dare” not attack us, and con-
tented themselves with taking z | the horses they could
find—only 12. To-day was the st time since that affair
that any of them appeared here, and they were doubtful
of their reception. This chief came over alone, and
informed Mr. Hughes that he had brought back eight of the
12 stolen horses; the other four, he said, were too lame to
walk. But the truth was that these four were good buf-
falo huaters and the others cart horses. He got a severe
reprimand, and soon after the whole band arrived, consist-
ing of about 100 men. Rum was given them, and they
went to drink on the S. side. They appear more trou-
blesome than they were at Fort Vermillion last Sep-
tember. ,

The Saskatchewan is here only 15 [?] yards wide ; the cur-
rent is very swift, and bound in by high banks at no great
distance apart, the bottoms being not so extensive as they
are below. But the banks are steeper, higher, and cov-
ered with wood. The channel appeared uninterrupted, and
little ice was drifting; this may proceed from the great
velocity of the current, as the ice is from 10 to 15 days
later in thawing than at Fort Vermillion. This evening

P. Ry., and thus the *‘ jumping-off place ” for the Arctic ocean, the musk-ox, or
anything else one may seek under guidance of the Pole star ; North and South
Edmonton on opposite sides of the river; H. B. Co. store; mounted police
station ; Tommy la Potac and Papaschase Indian reserves in the vicinity.
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Morin ' returned from working beaver with the Sarcees,
having killed so0.

Wednesday, Nov. 1st. The Bloods ¢rossed and began to
trade—40 principal men at our fort, and 60 at the H. B.
They brought a great quantity of wolves and provisions,
but few beavers. A band of Sarcees also crossed; both
parties finished trading and recrossed to-the S. side. They
were much inclined to mischief, but, observing everything
prepared to give them a proper reception, they retired
peaceably, though our neighbors were pillaged and nearly
stripped by them, on the S. side. The Sarcees were
peaceable and quiet. Two of our men arrived with a large
gang of horses from the Rocky Mountain portage, where
they left our Columbia canoes, safely embarked on the
W. side of the mountains, 27 days ago. They would not
have been more than half that time had they passed by
the usual route, S. of the Saskatchewan; but this would
have been dangerous on account of last summer’s trouble
among the natives. They came through a dreadful country
on the N. side, covered with thick woods, brilés, and
renversés.' Their horses' legs were scratched and torn in
many places. There came with them an old Saulteur
woman and her three children, who went with our people
two years ago. 24. Indians decamping from the S. side;
ice drifting; Cree hunters arrived ; a merry dance at Mr.

18 Various persons named Morin, Morrin, or Morren.—One Morrin of the
N. W. Co. wintered at Slave 1., 179g-1800.—Augustin Morin is listed as voy-
ageur N. W. Co., Nepigon, 1804.—Etienne Morin, ditto, Fort des Prairies,
1804 ; very likely Henry’s man.—Frangois Morin was voyageur contre-maitre
of the N. W, Co. on upper Red r., 1804.—Frangois Morin reappears as guide
N. W. Co., Rat River country, 1804 ; this is probably the Frangois Morrin or
Morren whom Thompson sent to winter at Pukketowaggan 1., 1805-06.—
Jean. Baptiste Morin was a voyageur N. W. Co., in the Rat River country,
1804.—One Morin, probably Francois, was on the Kaministiquia route in July,
1804, and that autumn voyaged with Thompson ; and one Morren, probably
Frangois, was sent by Thompson from Cumberland house June 22d, 1805, with
three canoes, bound for Kaministiquia, having as passengers Mr. Leith and
Mr. Halcro of the late X. Y. Co.

18 Trees burned and overturned—what we should call windfalls.
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Bird’s. 34. Cree huntersdrinking all day ; they are tented
2bout two miles off in the woods, behind the fort.

Nov. g4tk. 1 setoff in company with my neighbor, two
of his people, and two of mine. Fine clear weather; snow
melted, leaving a slippery, muddy track. Camped near
Vermillion river.

Sunday, Nov. 5tk. Snow all day, and traveling very dis-
agreeable. Camped at Riviere au Lac de Vivres [s#c], where
the snow had not melted in the least, notwithstanding two
days of warm sunshine, which took all the snow away from
Fort Augustus.

Nov. 6tk. At sunrise we were on horseback. The Sas-
katchewan was frozen fast. Snow continued. We had
trouble in crossing Terre Blanche river, from the snow and
ice. Fish river frozen over, except some open spots, which
were covered with ducks. Camped near Egg lake.

Nov. 7¢k. 1t was late before we cculd find our horses.
Arrived at my horsekeeper’s tent at Moose creek, our
horses completely knocked up. Here we had proposed to
sleep, but an old woman who came from the fort brought
us news. that the Assiniboines and Crees had declared war
upon us, and were momentarily expected at the fort; that
they were coming up both sides of the river, determined
to go to Fort Augustus, sweep the river clear of whites,
and steal every horse. This intelligence induced me to take
fresh horses, and set off with all expedition possible. A
little before sunset we reached the fort, where the news
was confirmed. It had been brought during my absence
by one of our best Crees, who had faithfully promised to
inform us if any real danger threatened. My men had
crossed the horses on the ice, and all my people were busy
making sleds.

Nov. gtk. 1 dispatched L. Durand with a letter to Mr.
Hughes at Fort Augustus, and sent Parenteau to my tent
for horses to hunt buffalo. Found myself very unwell, with
a high fever and sore throat, proceeding, I believe, from
my violent exercise in coming from Monse creek, whern I
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rode the most rough and cruel-going mare I ever straddled.
She had neither gallop, canter, nor trot, but all three com-
bined to tear my entrails out, and severely did I feel the
effect of her cursed gait.

Now. rotk. Could scarcely crawl about the house; the
fever increased, and my throat was very bad. Parenteau re-
turned with horses. My neighbor gave a dance in honor of
the wedding of his eldest daughter to one of his men, but I
could not attend. Men prepared to hunt, but appeared
loath to go where they might fall in with any Indians, as we
were at variance with all the natives excepting the Strong
Wood Crees and Mashquegon Assiniboines.

Sunday, Nov. rztk. Early this morning ten young Black-
feet came in for tobacco for a band who were to arrive later;
sent, as usual, six inches to each principal man. They
arrived at noon and pitched their tents, each party near
the gates of their own trader. Gave them liquor as usual,
one pint of Indian rum to each principal man, and they
began to drink.” 73¢4.  The Blackfeet traded and set off.
74t%. An alarm—the plains and hills covered, as we sup-
posed, by horsemen. This being the direction whence we
expected the natives would come upon us, we had some
reason to suppose it was the enemy, and entertained
serious thoughts of defending ourselves. However, on,
examination, we discovered that the party was a large herd
of red deer, which at that distance appeared like men on
horseback. This was not the first time I had been so
deceived. 18¢4. My men returned from hunting, bringing
four cows and four bulls; they had been obliged to make
travailles, as the frozen meat injured the horses’ backs.
This is our last trip on horseback for the season, as there
is now snow enough for sleds; a horse will haul 1% cow

1 The above passage is typical of almost incessant entries in Henry’s jour-
nal, during the monotonous routine of wintering at a ‘‘Fort des Prairies.” I
shall hereafter condense to the utmost, or strike out entirely, the trivial inci-
dents which have no present significance, or upon which I do not wish to
remark historically.
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on a sled, but will bring only half an animal on his
back.

Sunday, Nov. 19tk. Parenteau went for his horses to the
camp. 20tk. I sent him to tent in the plains and hunt
buffalo on the S. side; also Crevier and Perrin to haul the
meat in, put it on a stage, and take care of it until it should
be brought home. This is called making the quart de loge ;
each man is obliged to put 20 animals on the stage, and
haul nearly the same number into the fort. Each man
must also raise buffaio hides enough to make 20 pemmican
bags [taureaux], for which purpose their women generally
go with them to make their quart de loge, as they then get
the tallow and other offals, which are of great service in
their ménage. 22d. I started 15 men, well armed, for the
South Branch, to bring up a canotée of goods I left there
- last fall. These were brought to Cumberland House by the
English River brigade, and the South Branch men made a
second trip to Cumberland House to bring up some of the
pieces. My people appeared loath to go, as they appre-
hended danger; however, I was obliged to send them. My
men were employed taking the coals out of the kiln for the
blacksmith. The wood we use for this purpose is birch,
which produces good strong coal.

Sunday, Nov. 26tk. A band of Blackfeet arrived, loaded
with fresh buffalo meat. They informed us of a quarrel
between Painted Feather’s band and the Cold band, caused
by a woman who had been debauched from the latter; the
young men belonging to the former went for her; a dispute
arose, four of the party were wounded, and the woman was
shot in the leg. This affair has caused the Cold band to
separate from the others; they have gone up to Fort
Augustus to trade, and we shall see no more of t'.em this
winter. 282 Durand" and Fentoine came irom Fort

18 Dunord or Du Nord, and probably the Antoine Dunord who is listed as
voyageur N, W. Co., Fort des Prairies, 1804. Also, he is probably the same
Du Nord whom Thompson found at Boggy Hall on the Saskatchewan in 1810,
and who went with Thompson into the mountains at Athabascan headwaters.
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Augustus for a supply of goods;” they were six days on
the journey, and brought bad news of the Slaves, who had
threatened to destroy our establishment. Two freemen
arrived from Cold lake, on the N. side of Beaver river.”

The MS. says, at date of Jan. 8th, 1811 : ‘‘ Du Nord beat a dog useless & the
sled we made got broke & was with the dog thrown aside”; Jan. 11th, on the
Height of Land (Athabasca Pass) Thompson calls him a *‘poor spiritless
wretch,” and orders him back—but relents ; Jan. 13th, Thompson says sarcas-
tically, *“ this famous F. de P. man”; Jan. 2oth, Du Nord deserts the party
under critical circumstances. The ¢ Denard” of Dec, 1st and ‘‘ Durand” of
Nov. 28th are obviously the same person, not to be confounded with the
Durand who was with Henry at Fort Vermilion.

¥ So copy here, and Fautienne beyond ; obviously for Fontaine or Lafon-
taine. The latter form is found in Henry once as *‘ Thyfouttana.” The man
is probably Charles Fontaine, listed as voyageur N. W. Co., Fort des Prairies,
1804.—Antoine Fontaine appears as voyageur contre-maitre N. W. Co., Upper
Red r., 1804.—One Lafontaine, as voyageur there and then.—Joseph Lafon-
taine, as the same, Nepigon, 1804.

*0 This is a large, navigable stream which was of much importance as a water-
way in those days, but cannot be said to be well known yet. The examination
and correct mapping remain a desideratum. It rises in Alberta, near long.
113° W., from the Height of Land between Athabascan and Saskatchewan
waters, gathering its stream from various lakes,—one of them Long 1.,—and
starts eastward N. of the parallel of 54°. Before quitting Alberta it receives
the discharge of a chain of lakes from the S. These are the Fish or Fishing
lakes, of which Henry sometimes speaks; two of them are now called Good
Fish and Whitefish ; at these there is an Indian reserve, and at the last named
a Wesleyan mission ; another of this chain is Floating Stone 1. Before quitting
Alberta again, Beaver r. is joined by Little Beaver r., and in this last small
stream is found the feature which makes Beaver r. so important a waterway.
For this northern tributary heads so close to Lac la Biche or Red Deer 1. that
the intervening distance is easily portaged, and the lake discharges by the river
of the same name into the Athabasca, thus establishing a remarkable connec-
tion. It was a regularly traveled route for many years. Thus Franchére's
party came this way in June, 1814 ; and many years before that Thompson
knew the route well. His journal of 1798~gg, in Bk. 10 of Vol. V., traces his
route from Sault Ste. Marie to Lac la Biche, where he wintered, Passing over
carlier stages of this, we find him ascending Beaver r. late in Sept.; he comes
to the forks Oct. 1st, and takes up Little Beaver r., on an average 8 yards wide
and 8 inches deep. Oct. 3d, he is at a portage of 370 yards, which takes him
into a little lake wholly away from Beaver r. He goes, Oct. 4th, through this
lake about 3 m. N. W, ‘‘to the head of the Red Deer brook,” full of rushes,
where he finds it impossible to take large canoes further. So he lays them up
and starts for Red Deer 1., leaving his men to carry about ¥4 m. to a place
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They brought a few furs and some of the large trout
[Salmo (Cristivomer) namaycusk] in which the lake abounds.
* One weighed 35 lbs. and was of excellent flavor—as good
as any in Lake Superior. 30¢4. The freemen set off on
their return to Cold lake. A Cree arrived from Deer hill
with some skins. I settled with him and sent him back
instantly on account of the Blackfeet, who, I believe; would
have murdered him had I not taken particular care of him.
To thank me for my kindness he stole two horses on set-
ting off—what ungrateful villains these Indians are!

Dec. 1st. Denard and Fautienne [Dunord and Fontaine]
set off with three kegs of high wine for Fort Augustus. 42%.
My hunters and other men have been drinking and rioting
since yesterday ; they make more d n noise and trouble
than a hundred Blackfeet.” 7zk. Red Eagle and another

where there was a dam. His course is N. 22° E. %4 m., carrying a light canoe
250 yards of this little brook to a small lake, paddles through this, comes to
the brook again, attempts to force through, is obliged to carry ¥ m. N. 50°
E., and then x m. N. 12° E., when he puts down in the same small brook and
goes down it with plenty of water to Red Deer L. at 1 p. m., ** Thank God ! "
as he was wont to ejaculate when he got anywhere, Oct. sth, his men having
got everything over, he goes to look for a place to build. Oct. 6th, views the
lake on the-W. side for about 4 m. and finds a place to build on a small bay.
Oct. 7th, beginning to build. The position of this Red Deer Lake house he
afterward determined to be lat. 54° 46’ 23" N., long. 111957 W. The H. B. Co.
has now a post on the lake and the R. C. Church has a mission. The greatest
length of the lzke is about 20 m.; it is somewhat hourglass-shaped, with the
Beaver River portage at the S. E. and Owl r. at the N. E.; it discharges by
Red Deer 1. at the N. W, Returning now to Beaver r., we find it holding an
average E. course from Alberta into Saskatchewan, and so on for many miles,
but with great windings, to beyond long. 1087, where it makes a sharp elbow
and turns due N. At the elbow it receives Green r. from Green 1. It holds
. N. to beyond 54° 30’ and then falls into Lac 4 la Crosse, one of the large lakes

of the Churchill River or Missinipi system. Beaver r. is thus seen to be a sort
of collateral or intermediate waterway E. and W. between the Saskatchewan
waters on the S. and Missinipian and Athabascan waters on the N. The
Cold 1. which Henry mentions in this connection is one which lies 7 m. N. of
Beaver r., at a point near long. 1r1°; making which portage and going
through Cold 1. the voyageur is on Moose r., which runs through Trout 1., Lac
des Isles, and Waterhen 1. into Beaver r. at a point where it is flowing N,

1 To condone the expletive our author uses in his exasperation, and support
the ten-to-one ratio of unpleasantness between drunken voyageurs and ditto
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Cree arrived with their furs and paid their debts; they came
from Egg lake and brought a good hunt. They tell me
they believe our horses are all stolen from Moose creek,
having seen a large road going down to the river. &4
Equipped the Crees, gave them liquor, and sent them off
with two men to ascertain whether our horses were stolen.
9¢k. The two men returned ; the horses were safe, the cold
weather having obliged them to leave the barren hills and
retire into the river bottom under shelter of the banks. As
they all passed by the same track, the Incians supposed
them stolen.

Sunday, Dec. rotk. A band of Gens du Bois Fort Assini-
boines arrived, bringing only pounded meat and grease.
I5tk. A band of Sarcees arrived with provisions and a few
beaver skins; I gave them some liquor. They are trouble-
some Indians, perpetually asking for liquor and other things
gratis. One of them threatened to stab Mr. Sm.ll, and I be-
lieve would have attempted it if he could have got a knife.
Those Indians formerly killed a great quantity of beaver,
and were accordingly much indulged by the traders. But
of late they hunt very little, and still expect us to treat

Indians, a passage from the very religiously minded Harmon may be cited,
p. 102, Dec. 25th, 1802 : ** Of all the people in the world, I think the Cana-
dians, when drunk, are the most disagreeable ; for excessive drinking generally -
causes them to quarrel and fight, among themselves. Indeed, I had rather have
fifty drunken Indians in the fort, than five drunken Canadians.” Henry’s
‘ noise and trouble ” was certainly of the sort he says if it was ten times as bad
as this, also from Harmon, p. 62, Nov. 1gth, 1800: *‘‘ To see 2 house full of
drunken Indians, .consisting of men, women, and children, is a most unpleasant
sight; for, in that condition, they often wrangle, pull each other by the hair,
and fight, At some times, ten or twelve, of both sexes, may be seen, fighting
each other promiscuously, until at last, they all fall on the floor, one upon
another, some spilling rum out of a small kettle or dish, which they hold in their
hands, while others are throwing up what they have just drunk. To add to
this uproar, a number of children, some on their mothers’ shoulders, and others
running about and taking hold of their clothes, are constantly bawling, the
elder ones, through fear that their parents may be stabbed, or that some other
misfortune may befall them, in the fray. These shrieks of the children, form a
very unpleasant chorus to the brutal noise kept up by their drunken parents,
who are engaged in the squabble.”
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them as before. 16¢4. Sarcees off. My party arrived
from the South Branch with all the property in good order.
These poor fellows have had much trouble during their
journey. They fell in with some Crees near Birch lake,
and were treated like dogs ; however, they got an Indian to
guide them to the South Branch. Having four bands of
Crees to avoid, they kept along the strong woods, and, after
much anxiety, reached the forks. But to return with the
goods was difficult, as the natives were bent on mischief, and
to have fallen into any of their camps with the property
would have been certain pillage and death. However, their
guide proved an honest fellow, who spared no pains to avoid
the different bands, even the one he belonged to himself;
he made our people take a long circuit, and saw them out of
danger before he left them. Desnoyers® arrived with his
fall hunt, bringing 50 skins. Crees and Assiniboines are
more numerous below than usual, large camps having come
from Swan-and Assiniboine rivers; they are notorious villains.

Dec. 20tk. The Blackfeet have repeatedly sent for my
neighbor and me to come to their camp and see buffalo
driven into the pound. Painted Feather’s brother being
here for that purpose, we determined to accompany him,
and as we were told there was a vast quantity of meat
already staged for us, we took each a dozen men with horse-
sleds to bring it home. We set off at sunrise on the sleds,
and, after a pleasant ride, came 2t noon to the Blackfoot
tents at the elbow of Vermilliou river.” We were received
"by Painted Feather and some other principal men, who
informed us the young men were all out, but that the wind
was wrong, and they doubted that the buffalo would run as
long as it held from that direction. They had prepared a
large tent for Mr. Hamel and myself, and dispersed our
men in others. They were very civil and kind to us, but

2 1 find that Thompson engaged one Noyau or Noyer as hunter at the Rocky
Mt. house, Oct, 11th, 1806.

% In Tp. 52, R. iii, W. of the 4th init. merid., some 12 or 15 m. S. of Fort
Vermilion.
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their object was to get what they could from us. Like all
Indians, when once they find there is nothing more to be
had for the asking or otherwise, they become careless about
us. In this camp we found three tents of Assiniboines,
who had lately committed murder among their own people
and taken refuge among the Blackfeet. We were invited
into several tents, to eat, and our men were in their glory,
as the Indianswere officious in giving them plenty to eat
and offering their wives on easy terms. 2rsz. Another
party of young men endeavored to impound the buffalo,
but the weather continued unfavorable; the fog did not
clear away until toward evening, and the wind was still
contrary. A principal chief of a neighboring pound came
to invite us to his camp, where he said the buffalo were
numerous; but old Painted Feather would not consent to
our going. The day passed, no buffalo came, and we had
only the satisfaction of viewing the mangled carcasses
strewn about in the pound. The bulls were mostly entire,
none but good cows having been cut up. The stench from
this inclosure was great, even at this season, for the weather
was mild. 224. We were called early to see the buffalo,
and instantly were on the lookout hill, whence we saw
plenty indeed; but the wind was still unfavorable, and
every herd that was brought near the ranks struck off in a
wrong direction. We could plainly discern the young men
driving whole herds from different directions, until these
came within scent of the smoke, when they dispersed. We
remained until noon, when I lost all patience, and came
away much disappointed. The Indians desired us to re-
main, as they were certain of getting at least one herd in
before dark ; but I would not listen to them. Aftera pleas-
ant ride, we reached home at four o’clock, having run sev-
eral races on the road. 234. Some Blackfeet arrived from
the camp where I had been, bringing a quantity of fat meat.
They informed me we had scarcely left when a large herd
was brought in; they had called to us, but we did not hear,
as we were too busy racing. '
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Sunday, Dec 31st. Dubois and Coté™ came from Fort
Augustus with bad news concerning the Slaves. They
behaved rascally at the fort, and threatened an attack, but
our people were so well prepared to defend themselves that
it kept them in awe. They happened to meet two of our
men in the plains, whom they pillaged, and probably would
have murdered, had not a chief interfered. The Cold
band and Bloods appear the most maliciously inclined
toward us. It proceeds from the sudden change the H.
B. Co. have made on this river in not taking wolves as
usual ; for this has exasperated those savage brutes [7.e.,
the Indians—not the wolves!] to the last degree. This
afternoon my men returned with meat, and the hunters also
accompanied them. They brought in the remainder of
300 buffalo which I have received since the arrival of the
canoes, Sept. 13th. To-day they brought in 36 cows, besides
their own offals.” The Sarcees were drinking all night and
very troublesome; one of them climbed over the stock-
ades, and I could not avoid using him ill.

% For Dubois, see a previous note. The only person named Coté I have
found is Joseph Coté, who wintered with Thompson in the Rocky mts., 1810~
11, and started with him for the Pacific Apr. 17th, with René Vallada and
Pierre Pareil. Coté remained under Thompson on Columbian waters in 1811,
at Spokane house and elsewhere, and started with him from the Columbia in
Apr., 1812, for Fort William.

% Certainly the hunters must have brought in ‘‘their own offals,” but the

offals meant were those which the 36 cows owned before their offals became
the perquisites of the hunters who killed the animals,



CHAPTER XVIL
FORT VERMILION, CONTINUED : I8I10.

ONDAY, Jan. 1st, 1810. I sent the Sarcees off after

much trouble with them. My neighbor had very
imprudently detained a few of his particular friends among
the Blackfeet, who also made trouble. I gave a dance to
which all hands were invited, including my neighbor and
his family. 24. My men all drinking and carousing. One of
my hens has begun to lay; I got the first egg this morning.
3d4. Men and women all drinking pellmell ; H. B. men off
to cut stockades at Frog creek. 4z£. Dubois and Coté off
early with four kegs of high wine for Fort Augustus. I
got the fort yard cleared out and everything in as good
order as before the boisson.

Jan. 8tk. Some Assiniboines arrived—35 men of the
Gens de Pied, a notorious set of horse-thieves. I had a
long conversation with them on that subject; but as usual
none of those who were present had ever stolen a horse.
Old Tabeau, Le Beeuf Blanc, and Tourbillion were with
them. I gave them liquor, and they drank all night. ¢Z4.
They traded quantities of pounded meat and grease, but
nothing else. Two of my men returned from derouine
well loaded with furs. I had the curiosity to count the
Assiniboine dog travailles, and found no fewer than 230.
rotk. Assiniboines off. Two men arrived—Plante and
Leonaix [Lyonnais]. Mr. Small, who had been ez derouine
to the Indian tents, and also Cardinal, set off with four
men to Cold lake for trout and furs. zz#4. I am troubled
by smoky chimneys; the great fires we are obliged to make
day and night, have burned all the canouilles [cannelures]
and cross-sticks, and, the chimney being thin, the mud itself
took fire. It was disagreeable work to lay a new coat over

579
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the whole, with the assistance of a range of plank to pre-
vent the mud from falling.

Jan. 13¢h. Mr. Small returned from derouine, in com-
pany with the H. B. people. Benjamin Brevece. . .

Jan. 20th. Missisticoine, a Cree, arrived with his family
from the strong wood on his way to the Cree camps below.
This is the first of my Crees who has come out of the woods
this season; when once they take the route for the
pounds below, we expect no more fur from them during
the season, as they idle, playing and eating buffalo. 2zsz.
Martin and family arrived—miserable objects, destitute of
everything. I gave him a place in the yard to erect his
tent. Jan.22d. La Certe®and Dubois arrived from Fort
Augustus, bringing bad news concerning the hostile inten-
tions of the Slaves in that quarter, who daily threaten to
attack us.

Jan. 23d. Two men and an Indian arrived with letters
from Isle & la Crosse,” 14 days on their journey; heard of

1One La Certe was an engagé of Gregory, McLeod & Co. in 1786.—Bon.
Lacerte of the N, W. Co. was at Kaministiquiza in 1804.

2 Lac 4 la Crosse, or Lacrosse 1., is but middling sized, yet was of much con-
sequence as a trivial or three-way place whence the voyageur could go N. W. up
the Missinipi system to Athabascan waters, E. down the same to Lake Win-
nipeg or Hudson’s bay, and S. up Beaverr. to Greenr.,etc. It was early pitched
upon for trading-posts, and in time became the site of many different ones.
The H. B. Co. had one in 1791, if not earlier, and maintains one to-day ; Alex.
McKay was on the lake in 1798. *‘ Isle & la Crosse” was not only an island,
but a designation of the lake, and of the N. W. Co. house, the latter being
what Henry means by the phrase. Sir A. McKenzie speaks of Isle 4 la Crosse
fort as being on a low isthmus, and adds, p. Ixxxi: *‘ This lake and fort take
their names from the island just mentioned, which . .. received its denomina-
tion from the game of the cross, which forms a principal amusement among the
natives,” He makes the position lat, 55° 25" N., long. 107° 48' W. Harmon,
who was there in Aug., 1808, says the fort was well built, with an excellent
kitchen garden. Thompson reached Isle  la Crosse house on Thursday, Sept.
6th, 1798, at 10.15 a. m., ‘‘ all well, thank God!” (as he exclaims), and proceeded
to arrange things for Mr. Alex. McKay, who was to winter there, 17g8—9g; left
him 53 pieces of goods and went on his way 43{ m. to the mouth of Beaverr.
It will be seen by my note on Beaver r., p. 573, that Thompson wintered,
1798—9g, on Lac i la Biche, and my note on Pembina r., p. 566, shows him
down that stream to the Athabasca, Apr. 25th, 1799. He continued down the
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the death of two of our men at that place, Forcier and
Gallipot.” 24¢k. A band of Crees from their pound on the
Horse hills came to trade provisions—miserable wretches.
I got only one beaver from them. Their principal men are
Sitting Badger, old Bertrand, and Sac-a-tout-Mettre.*

Jan. 27tk. We perceived a large track of horses which
crossed the river from the N., about a mile below the

latter, and on May 6th arrived at what he calls the Fort of the Forks, ‘‘ near
where a bold river falls in.” This bold river is the Little Athabasca, also vari-
ously termed Methy Portage r., Swan r., Pelican r., and Clearwater r.—the lat-
ter being its current name now. It fallsinto Athabasca r. from the E., and, by
ascending it, the voyageur passes to Missinipian waters, via Methy portage.
Thompson started to do so on Friday, May 10th; passed Summer Berry r. on
his right (present Pembina r., principal branch, from the S.), and so on to
the famous portage, May 13th. Methy, methye, or merthy, is an Indian name
of the loach, a fish; th