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' A SEMIMONTHLY PERIODICAL:

‘DEVOTED to the RELIGIOUS EDUCATION of the OLD AND YOUNG

—

—T

. THE WELL

-

OF WATER

‘A BERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. W. B. CLARK, OF QUEBZC, AT THE OPENING OF THE
SYNOD OF THE LATE PRESBYTERIAK CHURCH, AT MONTREAL, JUNE 4TH, 1861.

(,“ And from thence they went to Beer; that is the well, whereof the Lord spake unto Moses,—
ather the people together and I will give them water. Then Israel sang this song,—Spring up,

apvell; sin
Mirection of

_ The Jewish people, as a race, had noth-
Mg prepossessing about thdm; considared
8 a nation, they hall no peculiar excel-
enee to recommend them. They were na
Way distinguished above other nations for
40y superiority in arts, or in xrms. They

)‘d Dot establish, like the, Assyrians, or
.Uersians, a mighty empire, and dazzle the
World by the splendor, or extént of these
Conquests. They did not, like the Gregks,
“€xeel in scj:nce; or literature, ov the arts,
“‘“d_ transmit imperishable monuments of

eir genius to all future ages. They did
Moty like the Roinans, exeel in the science
“T government, and stamp the evidence of

® practical, and common sense character
Ot their mind, on great works of public
‘mefulnesS, which have been transmitted to
_our times‘ .

They were favoured by God, above all
Other nations, not because of any peculiar
Xeellence in themselves; But because they
Were the descendants of Abraham His
Itiend; and bocause He had chosen them as
the depositaries of His truth, in the midst
f & world given over wholly to supersti-
Hon and idolatry. It is because of the
Peculiar relation, in which they stood to
i“’d, that their history possesses for us an
‘:&frest so vastly superior to that ofgany
. et mation.  Their history is the history
f God’s Church; and, in the inspired re-
ord of it, ‘the veil is parually drawn sside,

Which hides the spiritual frofa mortal vision, |

Vo, 1,

g ve unto it. 'The princes digged the well, the nobles of the people digged it, by the
the Lawgiver, with their staves.”—Numbers xxi. 16-18, 4

and we see the Divine hand at work, inre-
gard to the affairs of men. :
But'there is another respect, in which,
the bistory of the Jews 18 of vast, and
never to be exhsusted interest to men. It
is a history fraught with divine instruction
to men in all agex.  In it God teaches by
events, the grandest moral and religious
truths, just as men attempt to teach them,
Ly parable and story, The Jews were a
typical, or representative people, and their
history, in all iis grand, leading features, is
symbolical or emblematic ‘of something
corresponding, in the spiritual history of
man. Thus, while their wanderings in the
desert wereemblematic of nan’s pilgrimages
through the wilderness of this "life, their
rest in Canaan was typical of the rest
which remaineth for the people of God in
heaven. . And there can be u> doubt, in
the mind of any one, who draws his doc-
trings from the Bible, that many of the
particular incidents in their history, were
symbolical of corresponding events in
mao’s spiritual history. “Now all these
things,” says St. Paul, with reference to
some of the leading events in their history,
“happened unto them for types; and
they are written for our admonition, upon
whom the ends of the world are come.”—
Thus the murmuring and discontent of the
Israelitea in the desert, finds a counterpart
in man's general disu%tisfaction with his
&r?entoqndition, and ngntitpde to God
the bleseings whick he eajoys. Flus

© 'No. 8.



482 THE GOOD
the peison infused into their system, by
the fiery serpents, was emblematic of the
ruin brougbt tpon man by sin; whilst the
providing of the brazen serpent, and the
deliverance of the people by simply look-
ing wpon it, in faith, was emblematic of our
salvation by looking in faith to Jesus.

1 am aware that imaginative men have
sometimes found analogies, where none are
intended ; there can be no doubt, however,
that the 'brazen scrpent was s type of
Christ, for the New Testamentspeaks, with
sufficient plainness, in reference tothat.—
And we have equal reriptural authority for

“believing that the rock smitten in tho desert

{rom which the water gushed forth, was
emblematic of Christ. Paul says of the
Israelites, that they drank of that-rock
which followed them all the way, and that
‘yock was Christ.  And if the smitten rock
symbolized a smitten Saviour, the water
that gushed from it was an emblem of the
Holy Spirit, whose gift flowed from the
death of Christ. .

There is no emblem so frequenti{ em-
ployed in Secripture, as water, to denote
the Holy Spirit. Thus we find Jesus
raying on the last, which was the great
day of the feast of tabernacles, when He
saw the Jews drawing water out of the
P[‘OO} of Siloam, and bringing it into the

emple with great ceremony, in a golden
vessel, “If any man thirst, let him come
unto me, and drink. .He that believeth on
Me, as the Secripture hath said, out of his
belly shall flow rivers of living water.”—
And St. John adds, by way of explanation,
“but this spake He of the Spirit, which
they that believe on Him should receive.”
We know then, from the teaching of the
Saviour himself, that water is employed in
Secripture as an emblem of the Spirit; and
we find it frequently used in this senbe.—
1t cannot therefore be thought' strange, if
we interpret the water spoken of in the
text, which God promised to bestow on the
Israelites, as emblematic of the Holy Spirit,
1 do not mean to say that the incident here
recorded was not a real event in the history
of the Israclites, but it was one of those re-
_presentative, or typical events, which was
meant to Jead men to look heyond iteelf,—
from the carnal to the Spiritual. Itis one
of those events franght with instruetion-to
men in all ages; and I shall, in humble
dependence on the promised aid of the

NEWS,

Holy Spirit, employ it, for our comfort snd

encouragement, and direction ot the present

occasion, And

L I would draw from it instructions
as to the duty of ministers of the gospel
in regard to the Spiritual edification
their people,

There can be no doubt that it is the
grand, the distinguishing and the most im-

“portant pait of the duty of a minister of

the gospel to conduct the worship of God-
For this the most careful proparation ough®
to be made, that God may be glorifieds
and that it may be rendered profitsble

and attractive 10 the people; and to the

regular and due performance of this duty
every thing else ought to give way. The
ordinance of public worship was appointed
by God. Tt is that by which He i» most
honored, and it is that which He most
houors and blesses with His gracious pre¥
ence. Thus when, through the instrumen-
tality of Moses, He would perform th¢
glortous miracle of bringing water out o
the rock, He made him first gather the 8¢

sembly of the people together, that they

might witness it. Again, when He woul
give them water out of the sandy deserts
e said unto Moses,—# Gather the people

together, and I will give them water.”"—

From these passages, as well as many othersy, -
it is easy to see the great importance

which God attaches to the gathering of
the people together, for the ordinance ©
public worship. When men are gathered
together, they can be more power%ully im-
plll'esmd, and led to do, as bodies, what
they
When men are together as masses, feeling?
are contagious, and gather strength apd
intensity, as they pass from heart to hearts
and it is proper that men, in their collectiv®
capacity, should give glory to God, and
witness the gracious and glorioks wor
which He performs for His people.

The giving of a plentiful supply of water
at this time, was necessary for the comfork

‘perhaps for the very existence of the thirsty

multitude; but it was a typical act thi*
emblematic of God's giving the water ¢
life & Hip people, when perishing for lack
of fhowledge; or, at least of the kno
Jedge of Divine things brought home ¥
their heart, and made available to sup) Iy
the wants of their spiritual nature. °

‘water is used very frequently in Scriptur®

would never do, as individunals.—
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. ™ xn emblem of the Holy Spirit, has been | impiortant duty of ministers is to present

Blready shown. And that the act of giving
_Jvater, on the prerent occasion, was sym-
olicad of the bestowal of the gift of the
oly Spirit by Gol upon his peeple, is
®vident from the parallel fact of the smitten
-Toek, and the water flowing from it, which
W8 know from Paul, was typical of a smit-
ten Christ, and of the gift of the Holy
Spirit, which flowed from the death of
exnz, .

From the circamstance then of God’s
°°mm:luding Moses to gather the people,
‘ore he conferred on them the water
Which they so much required, I would infer

at, as a general role, God would bave the
People gathered together before he confers
pon them the gift of the Holy Spirit.—
0 doult he sometimes confers ypon his
People the gift of His Spirit, in private,
Where, and when, and how He pleases;
Ut it is generally in the great congrega-
Yon, that the gift of the Holy Spirit is
Poured out in rieh effusion; and where
Steat qevivals of religion begin.  God
.. Would have the people gathered together
oW, ag in the days of Moses, hefore He
‘Sonfers grveat Spiritual blessings upon them.
+ 40 not mean to sny that the mere gather-
g together of crowds to engage in pub-
1¢ worship, s of itself enough to ensure
the outpouriag of the Spirit upon them;
"ut this I do say, that the gathering of the
Pople together for this purpose, is an ar-
* M™nzement which God Himself has made,
“nd without which, in the ordinary course
things, no man’s ministry will be suc-
Cessful. " It is when large multitudes of
People are pathered together that God is
Most hongured, and Divine truth likely to
“ome honje to the heart, with the greatest
Power,

Hence ministers onght to ‘use all logiti-
Mate menns, with a view to gather their
V'eople together,  Amd it is certain that, if
they fail in this, they will fail in the grand

et of the Christisn ministry. The
Want of suceeas_in the pulpit i8 the want of
“uccess altogether. ‘The grand distinetive
“atire of the Presbyterian school is in-
sruetive, rather than ritualistic. And this
lieve to by the grand distinctive feature

of the New Testament ehurch. The truth
16 the iustrument which the Spiritemploys
n converting, sanctifving and comforting
soul; and henee the grand and most

7/

the truth, in the most attractive, inteiligible
and impressive manner tothe mind. And
if they esunot commund respect in the
pulpit, no abundance in othes. jabors wiil
make up for this defect, It is common
enough to hear people declaring that pulpit
labor s the least part of a minister’s work.
This-js "4 mistske. The pulpit is the
grand seeue of a minister's labor. And
pulpit laber,: with the necessary prepara-
tion for it, iu prayer and study, is the chief
and by far the most important part of a
minfster’s work. Let a minister neglect to
make adequate preparation for the pulpit,
and his performances there will soon be-
come stale, unprofitable, and wnaeceptible.
Unless there is a constaut importation of
fresh knowledge, and exeogitation of fresh
thoughts, he will soon expemd all his
stock, and sink into 8 driveller. And un-
less he seek to present the truth in new
forms, and with fresh illustrations, and to
apply it to existing circumstances, he will
gradually beeome dull, and loce his power
to attraet, if he continue to miniater tothe
rame congregation. I do not say that the
eolleeting of crowds is an unfailing
evidence of ninisterial success in ghe
highest semse of the word; but it is &0
generally. ‘The sheep at jeast know the
voiee of the trus shepherd, and wiil fol-
Jow him. And acceptunce with-the people
is generally an evidence that God issmiling
on the Jubours of Hia servant. It is the
duty of minfsters therefore to labor, and
pray, that they may be successfulin gather-
ing the people; for it matters net what
precious truths are eommunicated, if they
are not present to hear them, and what
impressions ave produced, if they are not
present to share in them. They ought not
to neglect visiting them, in their own
houses, and dealing with them in private,
aa they have time, and strength; but if
the people insist on too much of this
household work, thev will atarve the pulpit,
to obtain a far less important article. [
have said that the distinctive feature of the

byterian Sehool is instrnctive, rather
than ritualistic. This, however, by wno
mesns implies that it is not devotional; for
though there may be Jess protracted de-
votional services, in the publie mintstrations
than in some other churches, there fs pro-

+Vably quite as much of the true Spinit of



484

devotion. And most earnestly would I
insist on the mnacessity of much secret
prayer, on the part of ministers, if they
would be successful in gathering the people.
"They ought not only to be mugl in prayer
for themselves, that they may bé en-

. abled to live near to God, and endure as
seeing Him who is invisible, that their
spiritual affections may be lively, their
bearts holy and pure, and their lives blame-
Jess and exemplary, but they ought to in-
tercede much in behalf of their people,
and pray earnestly for the success of their
labors. Thev ought to be much in
study, that their sermons may be accepta-
ble and profitable, adapted to the times,
and suited to the wants, the tastes and
capacities of the people. "They ought to
imitate the Saviour, in using images, drawn
from surrounding objects, and in devising
ilustrations drawn from those things with
which men are mogt familiar. If we thus
by prayer and meditation, and diligent
elaboration, seck to prepare profitable and
acceptable discourses, and implore God's
"blessing on the delivery of them, we shall
cert«ain%y succeed in gathering the people,
yand we may safely leave the matter of suc-
cess in the conversion of sinners, and build-
ing up of believers, in the hands of the
Great Head of the Church, who has pro-
mised that His word shall not return unto
Him void: ‘

There is just one other remark which I
have to make, in regard to guthering the
people, and preventing them from being
scattered, when they are gathered; and it
is this, that in all our intercourse with our
people, we should treat them with courtesy
and kindness. No doubt this will, upon
the whole, ever flow from a heart filled
with love to the people. And nothing but
this will secure it: for there cannot come
out of the heart what is not in it. | But
even where there is a kind, géntle, and
loving heart, there may be a good deal of
warmth of temper, and rashness of spirit;
and, under provocation, this may betray a
good man into the saying of things, Which
may damage his usefulness, mar his pros-
perity, and ruin his peace. It is important
that we should practice self-restrdint, at all
times, but more especially in the pulpit;
for harsh words, spoken there are peculiar-
ly offensive, One rash expression uttered
by Moses, that meek, and holy man of

THE GOOD NEWS.

God, was the cause of his exclusion froff
the earthly Canaan, and productive prob®
bly of great exasperation, and il feeling 8
the time, “ Hear now, ye rebels,” said b,
«must we fetch you water out of the rock-
It was not merely the arrogating to him?’.
self and Aaron the power of giving wate
when that was from God -alone, but ¥
seems to have been the harsh words—
“Hear now, O ye rebels,"—that wero
exceedingly offensive to God. It is qui?
true that these Israelites had provoke!
Moses exceedingly, and that they wer
really what he called them. * They ange”
ed him also, at the waters of strife,” saf®
the Psalmist, “so that it went jll wif
Moses for their sakes, because. they provok!
Liis spirit, so that he spake unadvisedly wi
his lips.”. But the language which he e
ployed, was unworthy the place which ke
occupied, and caleubited to exasperate 2
spirits of the people, rather than to jesd
them to repentance. The pulpit is not ¢
place to hurl reproaches at the people, ev¢®
though they may be deserved; and a 0%
gregation may be scattercd, or a ministef
usefulness, and comfort destroyed ' by on®
indiscreet and violent sermon. ~ Remem?®
that our object in the pulpit cught Qe"er
to be to gratify our own indignant feellﬂg;"
but to minister to the spiritual benefit 7
the people. Our object ought to be *
forget selt, and try how we can but aceo? n
plish the grand end of the Christ®
ministry—the glorifying of God in
conversion of sinners, and edification of &
lievers, "

IL I would draw instruction from ‘}l’e,
text, with respect tothe duty of the pe?P ¢
in seeking to procure from the Lord ?
out pouring of His Holy Spirit.

It would appear that the Israelites
benefitted by the chastening which
administered to them in the wildernes® 4
Because of their unbelieving, dissatisfe”
and rebellious spirit, He sent fiery serp®?
among them, which appear to have 0“:3
sioned much suffering and death. ?‘.op
when, through the miraculous intcrpom“b’
of the Lord, the sufferers were healeds o
simply looking in faith on a brazen serp® o
which He commanded Moses to make, ® &
erect on a pole, they seem to bave e
deeply impressed with a sense of the L‘:A.nd
holiness, and power, and goodness. ood
accordingly, when they were redy

w
God
~
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4gain to great straits, for want of water,
We hear no more of their murmuring, as
8 Meribab. Doubtless, they prayed to the
Lord, in their distress, and He graciously
Bnswered their petitions. And when

ey came, by divine direction, to the
Place, which was afterwards called Beer,
from the well which was dug, and most
Probably miraculously supplied with water

ere, (God said unto Moses—+¢ Gather the
People together and I will give them
Water.,”  Now here, I would specially direct
Jour attention to the unquestioning faith of
the Isralites, their perfect confidence in the

Wine promise, and the very peculiar song
“hich they sung on the occasion. They

d seen enough of God’s power, during

eir wanderings in the desert, to convince

em that nothing was too hard for, Him
to accomplishj and they had lately expe-
Tienced such proofs of His compassion, and
Ve for them, that they could not doubt

1418 goodness, and willingness to relieve and

enefit them. And therefore, when he
Promised them water in the desert, they
~ Ud not for a moment doubt that water
Would be given; and manifested their faith
1 the song of joy which they sung on the
casion,— Spring up O well, sing ye
Unto it.”  This song is to be regarded both
' the light of a prayer, and a thanksgiving.
0 strong was their faith that, when the
~Vine promise was given, they regarded
1 a3 good as fulfilled; and, in the highly
hgllrati\'e language of the text, they apos-
trophised the well, calling upon it to spring
Ups and exhorting one another to sing unto
it. And, however strange this language
Way appear to us, it was but a poetic mode
L Praying for the springing up of the
eaven-sent water, and thanking God for
H‘S_A precious gift. Aund if they knew,
Which we think probable, that this water
"a3 emblematic of tho Holy Ghost, you
an Se a greater propriety in their apostro-
Plizing the well, and beseeching it to spring
b Regarding, as we do, this whole
Tansaction as emblematic of the pouring
OUt of the Holy Spirit, this language as an
dress to the Holy Ghost, would be per-
oct, ¥ appropriate in our mouths. The ex-
Pression—« Spring up, O well,”—would
Js“”? _be equivalent to—Come, O Holy
~Pint, and the expression, * Sing ye unto
1 —would just be equivalent to, praise the
oly Spirit, for his enlightening, sanctify-

N\
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ing and comforting influences. Now,
brethren, if the Israclites eaw great and ir-
resistable. evidences of the Divine power,
80 have we, though of a different sort If
they experienced great, and mest evident
interpositions of the mercy, and goodness,
and love of God, in their behalf, sa have
we. And if they bad a gracious promise of
the immediate supply of a pressing want, so
bhave we. And therefore, if their faith in
God’s promise was unwavering, so should
ours, If their prayer for its immediate fulfil-
ment was expressed, in the most ardent, and
confident terms, and they called upon each
otherto give thanks, even before the blessing
was received, well may we take a lesson
from their strong faith, and earnest prayers,
‘We, brethren, have no such want of natu-
ral water as the lsraelites experienced ir: the
desert, but how great our want of the water of
life! How earnest then should be our prayers
for it! How dry and parched are our own
souls, and how withered, and unfruitful the
vineyards which we are appointed to keep!
But we have as precious promises, as ever
the Israelites had. We have promises of an
outpouring of the Spirit so copious, that it
is compared to floods upon the dry grouid,
and of believers springing up, in conse-
quence, even as willows, by the water
courses. Has not Christ assured us, that
even rivers of living waters shall flow from
believers; and that more willingly than an
eartbly parent will give good gifts to his
children, will our heavenly Father give the
Holy Spirit to them that ask Him? O, if
the Christian people would but believe God, «
if they would but take Him at His word;
and like the Israelites, in the strength of
their faith, amounting almoet to vision,
call upon one another to praise God for
the gift, even while they were supplicating
it; then might we expect to see the Holy
Spirit poured out in copious effusion here,
as in other places, and the experiences of
the day of Peutecost renewed among us!
Faithful, affectionate, and soul stirring -
preaching is necessary, on the part of
ministers, that they may gather the people
.and instruet, and edify them; but earnest,
believing, and persevering prayer is no less
necessary among the people, that God may
give utterance to His ministers, and accom-
pany their words with Divine power, and
that He would visit us with times of re-

freshing, and revival from Hjs own pre-
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sence. And if the people would but do
their part, and abound n earnest and be-
lieving prayer, in the closet, in the family,
and at the social meeting, then might we
confidently expect to see many a place that
might be called Beer, because weﬁs of sal-
vation were opened there, from which the
people drew copiously and freely of the
water of life. .

III. Let us now, in the third place, seek
to draw instruction from the texy, with re-
eark to the duty of persons in places of in-
fiuence and authority, in belping forward
tlhe great work of the Lord. ‘

God had promised to grive the Israelites
water, on this occasion; but they must em-
pley means, though apparently inadequate
ones, for digging the well. Moses did not
command tﬁe people to set too with spades
and picks, and other suitable tools, to dig
a deep and capacious well; but he com-
manded the princes and nobles of the
people, with their staves, probably mean-
ing their badgss of office, to pierce the soil,
when the water flowed up in abundance.—
1t was not merely that God wished the
miraculous character of the transaction to
appear, by directing the employment of
neans apparently inadequate, in ordinary
tircumstances, but by ordering the most
distinguished among the people, probably
the heads of tribes, and the seventy elders,
to pierce the ground, and that with their
staves of office, he seems to have wished to
show, in this emblematic manner, for the
instruction of the Church, in all future
ages, that the rulers of the people ought
1o co-operate with the ministers of religion
and the people themselves, in carrying for-
ward the work of the Lord. If thestaves
which the rulers employed, on this occa-
sion, were really their badges of office, this
would seemn to fmply that princes and
rulers ought to employ their official
influence, as well as their personal efforts
in seeking to advance the best interests of
religion. It would be, unwarrantable, I
admit, to deduce a general principle, on a
difficult and imporant question, from a
figurative expression, or emblematic act,
to say nothing of the faot, that what was
becoming, and proper in a theocracy, like
that of the Jewish state, might be impro-
per, in the altered circumstances of the
governments of modern times, The pas-
sage, however, does teach that it becomes

THE GOOD
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all men, however exalted their position,
take an active part in promoting the causé
of true religion; and that it becomes us t0.
abase ourselves, in God’s sight, and con”
sider the highest earthly dignities #*
nothing, in comparison of spintual privi:
leges. i

There can be no doubt that this passag®
teaches generally, that it becomes all who
are invested with authority, and leadership
among the people, to set an example of e.f-
fort, and diligence, and devoteilness, 1
doing the Lord’s work. And it so, wel
may the consideration of this passage stit
up our elders, as well as ministers 10
greater earnestness and redoubled ettorts 18
carrying on the Lord’s work. Tt was DY
the special direction of the Divinely inspi*
ed-Lawgiver, that the princes and noble?
of Israel digged the- well; and so it be
comes our elders and office-bearers geners
ally, to set an example of diligence an
devotedness, in doing the Lord’s work; an
of the consecration of what they most
value to the promotion of His cause.~—
And if ministers, and elders, and peopl®
would all combine their efforts, and exe
their energies, each in their several sphere®
and in the way of God's appointment,
carrying on His work, we should soon 8€°
such & revival of pure and undefiled rel”
gion amongst us, as would comfort ouf
hearts, and stimulate our efforts, apt
communicate to us a foretaste of heaven 0%
earth. )

It is quite true that God is sovereign 1*
all His doings, and in nothing more tha?
the bestowal of the gifts of His Spirit; bub
it is also true that He has appointe!
general laws in the spiritual and o
world, no less than in the material; an
that on the uniform operation of thes®
laws, we may count with as much certwn”
ty, in the one case, as in the other. One
of these laws is, that if we earn.esdy"
prayerfully, diligently and pemevenngb v
seek moral improvement, and growth 1
grace, we shall attain them; and that ‘:
proportion to our diligence will be our #
{ainments. It is no less true in rega b
things spiritual than temporal, that t2
hand of the diligent maketh rich. God B
sometimes found of them that seek Hi®
not, but this is only in extraordinary
wliich it would be madness to count upo™

The gencral law is, that if we ask we

!
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shal) receive, if we seek, we shull find.—
€ may not obtain a great revival, accom-
Panied with visible, and unmistakable evi-
ence of the operation of the mighty
Power of God. .But if we use the proper
teans, jn humility and faith, and prayer,
V¥ shall experience a_revival in our own
T“lﬂy and witness it, in our congregations.
he Water may not bubble up in the desert,
Ut it will fill the wells. Looking, how-

SVer, at thte prophecies and promises of

g“}i’} word, ab the great outpouring of the
lapmt’ which is taking place in other
Uds, at the earnestngss so apparentin tH
Minds of men, at the shakings of the
Dations, and the threatened overturnings
ancient systems of superstition and des-
tism, and the probable introduction, after
Temendous struggle, of a new and more
&lorious state of things, I anticipate still
Ote copious outpourings of the Spirit of
“d, than any thing we have yet heard of,
oM I believe that it will be, because of our
Wn unfaithfulness and want of effort, if
oe do not share in the rich,*and gracious
ﬁ“tPOllring of the Holy Spirit’s choicest iu-
Uenceg,

veh athers, and brethren, we meetto-day, in
of'y peculiar circumstances. The Synod
$ the Presbyterian Church of Canada, as
. 10w exists, is about to ‘be constituted for
© last time; but from its death will arise
“':liew and more vigorous life, Another
Py °{)‘ between two branches of the great
ﬂngs- Yterian family has been agreed upon,
th is about to be consummated. And
"Or:n' bellg\'e to be an object, in entire con-
deor Y With the mind of our glorified Re-
mer and Head. The unity of His
ah“""’!l,' uot in spirit only, but in outward
la Visible munifestation, was a matter that
ny Rear His heart, while He was on earth;
v Jtis not less dear to Him now that

I;e 18 seated on the throne of the Universe,

that wonderful prayer, which He offer-
to ﬁp to His Father, on the n'ght previous
“ 'l‘h‘s crucifiction we find these words,—
Fathat the).' all may be one, as thoy,
g ®r, art in me, and I in thee, that they
bejj ay Le one in us, that the world may
1heeve that Thou hast sent me.” From
liey - XPression,—u that the world may be-
th‘: that Thou hast sent me,"—it is evident
w ,e;: Was a material and visible union,
o He prayed for, such as the world

ld pg

reoive and appreciate.
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I do not doubt that God has overruled
the disunion of the Church for good, just
as He has brought good out of many
evils, and made even the wrath of men to
praise Him.  Still the divisions, by which
the body of Christ has been rent, are:a
sore evil; and as there is a blessing pro-
nounéed by Jesus on the peace-makers, so,
methinks, there will be a special blessing
on those who heal the divisions of Israel,
and make up the breaches of Zion. It is
a note-worthy and encouraging fact, that
great spiritual good has resulted from
those unions, which have hitherto taken
place between different branches of the
Presbyterian Church.  Everybody ac-
quaintédl with the recent history of the
Presbyterian Church in Ireland, must have
remarked the vastly increased spiritual life,
and energy which that church has mani-
fested, since the union of her two principal
branches. . And it is that united church
more than any other, which has recently
been blessed with such an outpouring of
the Holy Spirit, as has probably never
been equalled, since the period of the
reformation. Substantixlly thesame thing
may be said, in regard to the union of the
Relief and Secession branches of the Pres-
byterian Chureh in Scotland. The niost
blessed effects have resulted from that
union®”" And especially, an amountof mis- -
sionary effort has been put forth by the
united body, in comparisen of which the
feeble efforts of the two bodies, in their
divided state, were as nothing, And we
are warranted 1o expect the same blessed
effects from the union about to be consum-
mated here.

There have been times, when separa-
tions were necessary, when acts of @lisunion
became a solemn and most painful duty,
which were generally accompanied by great
sacrifices, on the part of those who made
them, and were felt to be tremendous evily
at the time; but these separations were
like the abandoning of one's country,
when its liberties are destroyed, and mno

‘hopg of recovering them, through the

cowardice or treachery of some who played
into the hands of the enemy. But surely,
there is o ground for those, who thew-
selves, or their ancestors, abandomed the
same church, at different periods, for sui.
stanuially the same reasons, continuing in
a state of separation from each other.—
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The grand cause which has led divectly or
indirectly, to almost all the separations,
which have takén place from the Presby-
terian Church of Scotland, is the exercise
ot lay patronage. This is a thing not
only- without foundation in the word of
God, but in opposition to its whole spirit
and inconsistent with the continued pros-
perity of any church. And as this great
ahuse does uot exist in this country, I see
Lo principle, though there may be formid-
able obhstacles,—standing in the way of a
union of all the ditferent branches of the

- Presbyterian family here into one body,

independent of any foreign Church; and
1 can see such important advantages likely
toresult from this, that I think all good

“men should be willing to abate somewhat

of their cherished prepossessions, in order
to the accomplishment of such a blessed
result. If it is good for brethren to dwell
together in unity, in any circumstances, it

is especially so in the Church of Christ;

-

aund if in any country, pre-eminently so
in this, at the present time, where there is
80 much work to be done, and so few
hands to do it; and where, in consequence
of our divisons, there is a super-abundance
of labor, in some places, whilst in others,
the people are left to perish for lack of
knowledge. ’

Perfect unaniipity in regard to metaphy-
sical points, in speculative theology, and
minute details about Chureh order, and
government, is unattainable; and to at-
fempt to enforce this is to lay a trap for
souls, and exclude men of tender consciences
from the church, whilst 'no subscription to
minute confessions of faith will exclude
unprincépled and dangerous men. I do
not make light of confessions of faith, or
sdvocate the disuse of subscription to them.
Painful experience has thown the necessity
of them. But it were better that confes-
wions were confined to the grand, funda-
mental, saving truths of the gospel, and
the great leading principles of Church
governtfient. I fear that 1t has often hap-
pened that more attention hasbeen paid to
hight in the head, than grace in the heart;
aud that, in dealing with candidates for
the miuistry, churches have too often paid
more altention to orthodoxy of opinion,
than sanctity of life, and devotedness to
the Masters work. :

" It is a favorable sign of the times, that,

THE GOOD NEWS. ’

in the Colenies of Great Britain, there has
been an auspicious commencement mader
in drawing together the scattered fragments
of the Presbyterian Church. In Austr#
lia and Nova Scotia, the good work has
beén already, to a great extent, accomplish-
ed; and here in Canada, the first instalment
of it is about to be completed. And
whether the rest is about to be accomplish-
ed ut some future period, or no, let us bo
thankful for what has already’been done
and feel this token of the Divine fuvor
ppon us, a stimulus to greater devoted-
ness, and more hearty and unwearied effor
-in the Lord’s work.,

Now that so many of us are about t0
be united together, in the bonds of
an outward connexion, let us watch
and pray, and strive, that we may b8
united together, in the bonds of true fr8-
ternal affection, and Christian' fellowship?
rand in proportion as we carry on the wor
of the Eord unitedly and devotedly, may
we expect His blessing upon our own soul®
as well as upon our efforts. And of th®
we may feel assured, that the nearer W0
live to Jesus, the closer will we be draw®
to each other,. Engaged as we are 1
moulding the opinions, and consolidating
the institutions, of what islikely to becom?
a great empire, the work which we have
to do is a sublime and soul-inspiriting ove:
far too important for us to come dow®
from the high ground, ou which we stan
and occupy ourselves, in perpetuating
this new country, the divisions whic
sprang up in the old. Far am I fro®
ceasing to cherish the most tender affectio®
for the beloved land of our fathers, with
its noble men, and leroic decds; but be
is no enlightened admirer of the institution?
of the old country, as he is no true frie?
of this, who would seck to perpetuate, ‘g
this new country, the ccelesiastical av
political feuds of the old. Let it be ouf
object, each in our several spheres, to 0
what we can to heal the divisions of Zi®
and gather into one the scattered fragment®
of the Church of Christ; so shall we
make sure of a blessing to our own sow®
and be likely to see the pleasure of th°
Lord prospering in our hands. It i8 1?
this way, that we are likely to see t(“’
Spirit of the Lord poured out, in rich 80

. . N |
copious effusion upon us. In this epmt o

love, and effort, and expectancy, let
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g’“}_’.f“ Spring up, O well;” and the pro-
c’.‘bxhty is, that we shall have abundaat
Ia“Se to sing unto it; and to bless the
e‘f"'d,‘ that we see streams in the desert, and
XPerience in our own souls, a well of water

*Pringing up into everlasting life.

Stooping to Conquer.

s ‘Sroorrre 1o Conauer’ will be sought
TIn vain amongst the maxims of the
n::rld' It is not & motto in heraldry, it is
N _ta pyinciple it commnerce, 1t is not an
et‘°{h in science, it is not a proverb insoci-
Y> it is not a tenet in politics, it isnota
in'afagem in war. Stooping and eonquer-
}gare actions so dissimilar, that human
f; u,‘k)ﬂol?hy fails to discern the intimate re-
h Ouship with which Divine philosophy
3 iuvested them. This most sacred truth
s strangely paradoxical till heavenly
i om comes to the aid of man, and then
th stiengthened vision he discovers it to
th the inniost heart of all holy revelation,
th. 8overning principal of eternal conquests,
bez Mysterious message Which God has
an " and ever will be dellvering to men and
Vi gels. The first publication of this Di-
98 doctrine began with the fall of Adam.
Phabietical and syllabic were its first en-
lF(flémon:s;-like a feeble dawning it
W, Ught joy to the early patriachs, then it
: t:e](‘l more luminious under the gorgeous
froa‘sm of the Hebrews, still more so
ﬁn(xln the palaces of the theocgatic kings,
stll more brightly ¢id it mantle with
pr: dg.'T(_J'y of life and truth the sermons and
inti ‘Chf)ns of theé later prophets, Silent
or({llatlon of it was given bv Jacob at the
‘ of Jabbok, by Moses when he left
Wh‘?!eses and retired to Midian, by David
“n the cave of Adullam was his refuge,
—aniel when the lions were his friends, by
80 when he saw Jehovah dwelling in
© contrite soul, Slowly but majestically
irﬁ? this heavenly plan of conquering grow
tang Pall’f‘ble possibility, antil the Inhabi-
o of Eternity inhabited a manager; then,
2oping to Conguer” was incarnated in
'8t, and the chief end of the world was
mplished,
,mi;’eznge that the wotld should have re-
loxa d‘fs history, For four thousand years
& tht:he culmination been in prospect, but
18 simple manifestation of a truth so

AN

unmoved when at the very. crisis|
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glorious, the proud world was altogether
heedless, though a star should gleam in ec-
stacy over the birth-place of the meek
Deliverer, and the wide heavens should re-
verbrate with the neiseless melody of angels.
Even Christ’s own familiar friends were
safely sceptical:—his kmees held little chil-
dren and his lips blessed them—he was
homeless when the foxes and the birds were
hottsed-~he became the guest of sinners—
he did menial duties to his followers—he
endured contradiction and reproach—he
was bound; he was crucified, he was dead,
he was buried, yet still the weak hearts
doubted, until their fingers had sought out
the nail-prints, and their hands had cover-
ed the spear wound in the risen redeemer,
until from the slopes of Olivet he was seen
ascending in triumph to his Father; then,
not faithless, but believing, this glorious
truth dawned on their minds, that the
highest exaltation above all principalities
and powers had its basis and sureresting-
place in the deepestabasement. Nature,
hitherto reserved and silent, now tells man-
kind that deep foundations give high hills,
1hat long roots give tall trees, that narrow
streamlets give wide rivers, that simple
seeds give splendid flowers, that earthward
sunshine gives heavenward life. Provi-
dence also yields her testimony—adversity
is the road to affluence, affliction is the
porch of glory, sorrow is the gate of joy,
patience 18 the vanguard ofsuccess—and so
throughout the realms of Nature, Provi-
dence, and Redemption, humility. became
the precursor of honor. Was not this a
strange thing under the sun#{

« Stooping to Conquer” was henceforth
admitted into the belief and life of every
earnest Christian, and the heroic self-sacri-
fice of the (fentile apostle had some noble
imitations. But the imitations are scarce,
and often painfully deficient. Human
nature is loath to make itself all things un-
to all men;such subinission having a savour
of obsequiousness and drudgery, though
to understanding hearts it is the highroad
to honour and true greatness, From such
obscure endurances human nature shrinks,
and would prefer what has seemingly meore
power and glory. But the Cwmsars and
the Napoleons, and the Voltaires, perhaps
the Spurgeons also, are greviously mistake
en. Truth prefers secrecy to demonstra-
tions, and to work in silence with clenched_
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teeth and nerved arms, is better than the
most elegant vociferations or the most bril-
liant exhibition of genius. The lovely way
is always the holy and honourable and
most useful way. It has been trodden by
the feet of Him whose voice was not heard
in the streets; and what Christ has conse-
crated may be naught else than dignified
and noble. ’Tis true such workers seldom
become famous, but they are inright royal
company, and they mneed care nothing
though the world disown them, God’s
light-bearers are little known. Their goings
sre toonoiseless for the gross hearing of
theworld.  Silently and unseen, they carry
the warm beaus of the Sun of Righteous-
ness to the ice-cold dwelling of ignorance
and sin,and under the low lintels of out-
cast orphaned souls they stoop lovingly
and lowly with the Light of God. Slow-
Iy but certainly is the heart and the house-
hold impregnated with the vitality of heav-
en, till the dry bones silently stand up,
penetrated and clad with the same gleam-
mg glory, and they in their turn do the
Chnist-like office to the neglected and the
desolate, and so God's army of silent stoop-
ing warriors is continually augmenting,
until the conquest of the world Ee accom-
plished, '

/

“LIVING WATER” -~

« Living Water” implies the contrary of

a etagnant pool. It is spring water as op- |

posed to the water of a cistern. It is ever
clear, purifying, refreshing, is perennial in
its flow, and therefore aptly represents and
illustrates the presence and power of the
Holy 8pirit in the sinner’s heart.

A city minister had occasion to go to a
country village to preach on a certain Sab-
bath. On the Saturday evening, while
taking A solitary walk, he met a little girl
with a pitcher of water which she had tak-
en from a spring. The minister accosted
her, and with a pleasant smile asked if she
would allow him to drink of this cool water,
as he was very thirsty. She at once held
up the vessel that he fmight quench his/
thirst.  After he had doneso, he thought
he would like to give this kind little girl a
short lesson. «Did you ever hear,” he
said, “ about that living water of which, if

people drink, they mover thiist any more?”
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She stared vacantly, and at once said,
# No, sir; I never heard of that.”

4 Can you read 1"

“No, sir; I was never sent to school
My mother cannot spare me.”

The minister then sat down on a stoné
and the little girl on the grass, and he ev"
plained to her all about the “living watet”
spoken of in the Bible. He told her about
Jesus who came into the world that he
might save sinners, by obeying and suffer-
ing for them; and then about the Holy
Spirit who comes into the hearts of child-
ren and grown-up people, to make ther
feel their need of the Lord Jesus, and |
what he did and suffered for them as suit
ed to the case of evory sinner. He told
her farther, when this Holy Spirit come
into a child’s heart’ he abides, just to d0
there what this spring water does to the bodf
when bathed ju it, or when taken as %
refreshing drink. These were new thought®
to the little girl. She was very attentivés
and as the minister spoke very plainly an
sweetly, she understood a little of whathe
meant. Before allowing her to go hom®
he taught her this prayer:—«Q Lords
send me thy Holy Spirit that he msf
teach me about myself and about tb®
Lord Jesus.” He told her to creep int0
a secret place every day and offer upth®

rayer,

“ Will God hear me?”

“0 yes, he will hear you and answe
you too.”

He gave her a tract that her motb":
might read-it to her. The little girl wev
home very cheerful, and anxious to tell be
mother what the kind stranger had said ¥
her, and what he had given to her. |

. It happened that in the year fol]owl“%
this good minister was called to visit the
same village, and it occurred to him thlt:i
would inquire after the littlo girl be b '
found at the well. Having found out b¢
residence, he was surprised and grieved; "
find she was confined to bed, and evideP
ly drawing near her end. She was up
the power of a burning fever, + The Poza
child could scarcely speak, but she at o::é'
recognised the minister who had so KI*
ly instructed ber at the well, She strif
gled to utter something—« I was afra)
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f}‘(’uld never see you again before I died,
4nd 1 did so want to see you.”
“ Why did you want to see mef”
m“I wished to thank you for teaching
1 ® about the living water, and for the lit-
¢ Prayer you made me repeat. I under-
about the living water now. God
s‘l?s answered the prayer. I am happy. I
all s00n be with Jesus, whom I E)ve."
°r strength failed her, and she soon there-
%r breathed her last.
8ot how sweet is it to be dwelt in by the
PIrit!  May all our children be taught of
in " liko this little girl! May they learn
faith, to utter the prayer, and find it
Undantly answered !

SIN’S PORTRAIT.

Look now at gin

; pluck off that painted

E?k’.and turn upon her face the lamp of
h Bible. We start; it reveal's a death’s’

of < 18tay notto quote texts deseriptive
83 it is'a debt, a burden, a thief, asick-
B leprosy, a plague, 4 poison, aserpent,
al Ng,—everything that man hates it is;
iy of evils beneath whose most crush-
2 Iutollerable pressure,  the whole world
Not, f‘,‘e"h-” Namerme the evil thatsprings
at ¢ Tom this root——the crime that lies not
thag 18 door. Who is the hoary sexton
gy 28 man his grave?—Who is the
i trde'esﬂ that destroys his life? Who
dame Sorceress that first deceives and then
bre, ;‘8 his _soul #—S8in! Who with icy
).0“‘&[, blights the sweetest blossoms of
W, ! Who breaks the hearts of parents?
gl‘a? Yings gray hairs with sorrow to the
ph'(::‘? Who, by 2 more hideous metamor-
chi] d‘" than Ovid ever fancied, changes sweet
ren into vipers, tender mothers into
He:’ “ors, and their fathers into worse than
enty § e murderers of their own inno-
cond ~Sin! Who eats the apple of dis-
torgy ™ [ome hearths! Who lights the
of wur, and cares it over happy

Yends v, ¥ 20; by divisions in the church,
ia 1> Christ’s seamless robe !—Sin! Who
ang 3 D_elilah that sings the Nazarite asleep,
hang. vers the strength of God into the
*ini) S of the uncircumcised? Who, 'with
he”es on her face, aud honied flattery on
tacpe §U€ Btands in the door to offer the
pqcir:d Mtes of hospitality, and when sus-
a nax}; sleeps, pierces our temples with a
! v hat siren is this, who seated on

491

a rock by the deadly pool, amiles to de-
ceivegsings to lure, kisses to betray, and
flings her arms around our neck, and leap
with us into perdition #—Sin! Who petri-
fies the eoft and gentle heart, hurls reason
from her throne, and mad as Gadarease
swine, down the precipice into the lake o
firei—S8in! Who, having brought the
criminal to the gallows, persuades him to
refuse a pardon, and with hisown hand to
bar ths door agninst the messenger of mer-
cy? What a witch of hell is it that thus

.bewitches us f~—Sin! Who nailed the Son

of God to the bloody tree, and who, as if
it were nota dove, decending with the olive,
but a vulture swooping down to devour the
dying, vexes, grieves, thwarts, repels, drives
of the Spirit of God? Who is it that
makes & man in’his heart baser than a
beast; and him once but little lower than
an angel but little better than a devil #—
Sin! Sin! Thou art a hateful and horri- -
ble thing; that «“abominable thing which
God hates” And what wonder! Thou
hast insulted his Holy Majesty: thou hast
bereaved him of beloved children; thou
hast crucified the Son of his infinite love;
thou hast vexed his gracious Spirit; thou
hast defied his power; thou hast despised
his grace; and, in the body and bleod of
Jesug, as if that were a common thing, thou
hast trodden under foot his matchless
mercy. Surely, brethren, the wonder of
wander is, that sin is not that abominable
thing which we also hate.—Dr Quthrie.

THE BALLYMONEY LABOURER.

A labouring man in Ballymoney, when
coming out of astate of « conviction, " said
to those ground him, “Boys, what isthe big-
gest wonder you ever saw {” He repeated
his question, and then he eaid, “ Oh, isn't
it to see an old grey-headed sinner like me
saved at the eleventh hour? Ob, you are
young—ryou are in the first, you are in the
third hour, andsoon. Come, it's far easier
than if you wait as 1 did. Ok, sin’s is a
nail the devil drives into ‘the heart; and
when it gels riveited, it's hard to pull out.”
This homely but forcible expressicn was the
means of deeply ayakening a minister'sson -

! who heard it.
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\ :
Stories .from the Book.

FOR THE LITTLE ONES.

»

* Thy bread shaM be given thee, and thy
water shall be sure.”—Isa. xxxiii. 16. .
Short sighted man thy fears allay;
In Providence confide;
For all thy wants, from day to day
Jehovah will provide, '
"Tis prayer that sets ajar the doors
Of his rich nevesfailing stores.

When Canaan dearth had stalked around,
And food was hard to get,

Tn Jacob’s ears, sweet fell the sound
There's corn in Egypt yet,

Joseph, beloved, bewailed as dead,

Iiad been preserved to give him bread.

‘When by the Red Sea’s sterile coast
The seed of Abram were, '

Water from Horeb filled the host,
And maona was their fare,

And quails, that o'er the desert passed,

Fell 'mid their tents in numbers vast.

‘When Zorah's boast—Manoah’s son,
A dying conqueror lay, '

Aund with fatigne of battle won,
Seemed almost borne away.

The jaw-boue of the ass Gdd clave,

And water to his servant gave.

When wickedness in Ahab’s days
~ Had spread his kingdom through,
Aund to requite him for his ways
‘Wags neither rain, nor dew. .
To Chereth’s brook the prophet went,
- Where heaven’s fowls with food were sent.

When Zidon’s widow gathered wood
To cook her scant supply,

That she and son might taste of food,
And then together die.

Flijah caused her meal and oil

"To last, till rain had blessed the soil.

‘When Syria’s armies, vain and proud,
'~ Hamaria sat around, ’
il king was clad in sack-eloth shroud,
And death sole rev’ler found.
(od scattered wide Benhadad’s band,
Auxg peace and plenty filled the land.
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‘When in Bethsaida’s desert were
Five thousand men in need,

Five barley cakes—sufficient share
The motley comp'ny feed.

Yhe Saviour with an upward look

Increased it, and the whole partook.

Strange stories these to us appear,

But wonders yet arise,
For man and beast, from year to year,
His bounteous hand supplies.
The hungry he will ever fill,
His name’s Jehovah-Jirah still.
Daverr
Napanee, 10th July, 1861.

A NAUGHTY THINK.

“ Mamnma.” said Kitty, « papa calls m8
a good little girl, and aunty does, anc
"most every body; but I am not mammw#
good at all.” I am very sorry,” sal I
mamma, “Soam 1,” said Kitty, - But
bave got a very naughty think.” «Naughtf
what?” asked mamma. « My ‘think ®
naughty inside me,” said Kitty, « When
was dressed to go to ride yesterday, an¢
the carriage came, and there was no roo®
for me, I went into the house, and aunty
told you I behaved very good about it—
She said I didn’t ery, or anything; b“I
mamma, I thought wicked things, and
ran up stairs and Jay down and kicked 277
kicked and kicked, I was so—so—mads
said Kitty. «Iwished the carriage wot
upset, and the old horses run away; tha »
what I mean. It was anaughty think
me.”  “Well, nobody knew it,” said JOb;’,;
« Somebody did'know it,” Kity. * Who ‘
asked John. « God,” answered Kitty-~"
“ He cannot call me good, as aunty 8%,
papa do, Mamma, how can I be g
inside ! ’ o

Kitty is not alone in asking that qu<
tion. Many and many a one is asking,

£

{ very sorrowfully. How can I be good ?*
cide?  King David folt like Kitty, and ]1;:
fell down on his knees and prayed this

tle prayor: «“ CLEANSE THOU ME FROM 8%
CRET FAULTS.” Secrets faults are 10 3‘% o
sense the worst sort of fanlts, beqauf‘e' and
they deceive others, for they are insid® oul
nobody sees them and they deceive wil
selves for we are apt to think nobody und
find them out, and if theyare not foun™
out it is no matter.
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ﬂ),Was Kitty deceived? No, she knew
\'€Y Were not kept secret from God, and
It troubled her. And when her mother
told her of King David's prayer, she pray-

that little prayer for herself and she
Prays it every day. ¢ Cleanse thou me
'om secrot faults,” sheé whispered in her
“4Vlours’s car. “And the Saviour hears
d answers this Jittle prayer. As she
Ollers it, ghe watches over her own heart,
Wd when a «naughty think” comes into

° bosom she fights against it. « Go

:1‘]"35', go away,” and asks the Saviour to
®p her 'to resist it. Go it does, and
MWeet peace comes and nestles in her bo-
0 instead.— The Child's Prayer.

TO THE ANXIOUS.

Our Lord says, « Look unto me, and be
Yosaved.” He says, “I,if I be lifted up,
¥ill draw all men uuto me” Have you

ked to him as the only Saviour? Have
You been drawn unto him by that sacred
Magnet, thié attracting influence of his dy-
g love? Do youknow what it is to come

O Christ as'a poor, weary, and heavy-laden
Vuner, that you may find rest! Do you
Now what it is, and in a spiritual sense, to
g:ftlle flesh and drink the blood of the

h of Man; that is to look unto Christ
C®rucified as the great supporter.of your
*oul, and to feel a desire afier him, earnest

the appetiie of nature afterits necessary
t Have you committed your immor-

al soul to him, that he may purify and
3ave it; that he may gavernit by the dicta-

_of LisWord, and the influences of his

Pirit; that he may use it for his glory;
d."t he may appoint it to what exercise and
. 8cipline he pleases, while it dwells bere
0 flesh; that he may reccive it at death,
and fy i among those spirits who with per-
Petual gongy of praise surround his throne
i'“d are his gervants foreveri{ Have you
0“”""‘»’_‘)‘ consented to this? And do you,
Q“ 18 account of the matter, renew your
‘Ousem,.g Do you renew it deliberately and
i%e"mmedly, and fedl your whole soul, as
thi:;ew' suying ‘Amen, while you read

If this be the case, then I can with great
asure give you, as it were, the right
) ‘,a“d."f fellowslip, and salute apd-embrace
01“ 38 agincere disciple of the Lord Jesua
T8, as one who i delivered from the

1 It is so in his mental constitution.
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power of darkness, and translated to the
kingdom of the Son of God. I can then
salute you in the Lord, as one to whom, as
a minister' of Jesus, I am commissioned
and charged to speak comfortably, and to
tell you, not that I absolve you from your
sins—for it is a small matter to be judged .
by man’s judgment—but that the blessed
(God ‘himself absolveth you; that you are
ove to whom he'has said in kis Gospel,
« Your sins are forgiven you,” therefore go
in peace, and take the comfort of it.—Dod-

‘drige.

WORK WITHOUT WEARINESS.

“ Aud let us not be weary in well-doing.”—
Gar. vi. 9.

Action is the destiny and the lot of man.
All the conditions of his existence suppose
his activity. 1t is so in bis physical frame.
The elastic foot is for speed; the firm, lithe
Jimb for eundurance; the arm, at once
supple and sinewy, for toil; the eye and
the ear for their revelries for sight and sound.
By the
active exercise of the powers with which
God has endowed hin, he can classify ob-
jects and understand truth. He has a
memory by which he can inherit the
past, a regal imagination by which he can
ocolonize and almost enact the future. It
is so in his moral nature. There is a
power of perception within him to distin-
guish between right and wrong; an instinet
of worship which, however, he may
brutalize, he canuot stifle} vearnings after
a nobler life which ne'ther debauchery can
extinguish, nor murder wholly kill—
Moreover, God has made the vigour of the
faculties, contingent upon their exercise.~—
The muscle will shrink if it be never strang.
The moveless arm will stiffen into hopelas
catalepsy, whiie _

“The athlete, worsted in the Olvmpic games,

(Gains strength, at least, for Life.”

Man was not made simply to Jive, the mere
passive recipient of external impressions, a
lifeless Larp upon whick each fitful wind
might play; bie was mmade to aer, to wijl,
to influence, to bocome a Power, o be the
living eentre of cver-radiating impressions.
His existenceis not to Lie thitof a zoophyte,
the mere clinging of a help e parasite w
its guardian rock; it is to be u iife, beautr
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ful and holy, beating witl: quick pulses of
activity, adventurous with an energy of
which insensuate matter knows not, and
finding in the rupturous doing life's very
soulof joy. . =+

But though doing is a mecessity of all,
well-doing is not now natwaltoany. We
bave lost the inheritance of moral mans
hood. A strange weaknes¥ has paralysed
the scurces of our former power. Distrust
and alicusmion are the mildest forms of
feeling in which we naturally think wpon

" Goid; and so thorougly ie the spiritnal de-
crepitude, ro great the stoop and sl of our
moral nature, that we cant hardly eonceive
of a time when it was ercet and hesithy,
anl are almost disposed to think upon.
Eden as some fable of the elassic olden
time, or aieient limner’s dream.

While this # the actual condition of
humanity, there is hope in its future des-
tiny, andl in its presont experience too, be-
cause Chyistinity has revealed her glad
tidings of great joy. By the death of
Cluist, the aecepteld substitute and propitia-
tion, piovidon is mwade for the tramwforma
ton of the nature, and by the ehedding
farth of the Holy Ghost, the applizafion of
that rovision is seeured to the helieving
el Tt s quite powible, therefory, thati
an entire counternetion should he' set 1ip |
wrainst the depravity of the Fall ; well-|
Goiug may becoms, 88 1t once wagr, net’
casual achicvesnent, nor a momentary
caivalry, but the rile of every day; the
nadve amd constant forth pulting of the
ciean heart and of the right spirit.

It is possible that many who did well
shouhl grow wenry in well-doing, The ex-
Lestation deproentes thin.  Wemriness in
welkdoing! How rendily it creeps even
upon the mest vighant of un, Who, hés
not felt its tendencies; and bad to rise and
shake himself, if, haply, the drowsiness
might be removed from his soul. Weari-
Less in well doing!  Under the dread spell
of its incolistancy, fair plans have proved
sboitive, nud genefous youth hae languish-
«d into preniuture age, and Christian com
sixterey has come by a scar upon its beauty,
uud the edifice’ of Christisn graces has
Leen ataved in ite erection, till the scoffing
world, guzing from the unficizhed masoury
to the sluggmd builder, says, “This maqa
began to busld, and was not able to finish,”

The caunes of Uhis weariness are ianitold,
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and we may each of is find them for o
selvea'if we study the Book that is withina
Was it sloth that overcams us? Did we
shrink from the effort of continued resist’
ance to evil, and of perpetual watchfulne®
against our own insidions sin? ~Was 1t
self-complacency that obtained possessiorn
of our hearts; that old serpent of vauity
which whispered us iuto carmal security ¥’
Was it anger which seized us inits potulant
grasp, because we were not appreciated by
our fellows, and were mdrtified to find the
hollow prefetence given to inferior mens. -
becatise sotle coveted pre-emdnence was de”
nied us, and our efforts to do good wer¢
met only with prefadies or scorn? Wasit
respectability which waved us off front
commoner feflowships, which Lade us leav®
all personal toil to the hewers and drawer®
amomg the people, and which told us that
we cottld condone for our forsaken labour
by our willingness to dircet and to sub™
seribe?  Was it the spiri of indifferenct
which exhausted our energies? Had W€
entered upon a work too bigh for ¥
which demanded acrifices that ol heroisi?
eould not reach, and jmpored vestraint¥ -
fiour wirich our passion fretted in rebe
Font Ah! hew many are there who thu#”
rest jirluxsrious avbonrs notil they lose thclf‘
roll. or luil themselves into disastrons, ANty
well-nrh Fopeless shumber, upos theworld @
enchanted grownd ! .
Bt w#hy weary in well-doing ? '}th"b.’k
Tigations \'vhic.h p\'efasoil uporrus 8o t?n‘}'lk'y ‘
in our early devision have not Gimiuished:
in their importauey o grandeot. 4
soul is worth as muelr.  God's claims ”’;_"’
as imperntive.  Eternity is as magnificen’
and it is not farther off, but neal‘ef-’l
Heaven has not withered from ijts eterph
spring.  Hell is not less’ certain and r&*
There it no change, save only in 0“’;
selves. The motives remain with equd™
nay, with greater cons{rint upon W 0"_
there are fewer sands in our life-glass th®
when we first began. Ob, to cast off tﬁ':
Weariness. and in recovered strength 10 8
forth in the service of the Lord! rbe
“ Yo shall reap if ve fumt not.” v
harvest ix certain, and it in nenring. B
pulse approximates it, Every day 18 lmﬁ_‘;
ing its approach. Every Sublub brt
us vearer to the round of the joy-¢
which, to usher in the eternxl Sn.bk.a!b-‘;
ringing as for a bridal ' Why be %¢
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w2\ Does the pilgrim halt when he is
™ sight of the shrine? Though the racer
m‘{ be panting and breathless, surely he
MU pregs on when the goal of his wishes
r before him. Courage! my flagging
il'other! the call is upon thee, hearken to
b and thine shall be the recompeuss of the
Ward, W. Moruey Pu¥sHoN.

THE SINNER YIELDING,

“If the Lord of heaven and earth do
OW look from the throne of glory, aund
%8, ¢ What! sinner ,wilt thou despise My
Your and pardon, My Son, Thy mighty,
Mercify] Redeemer, My grace and Spirit
Ul _what can be the return of the poor
:ba'hed wretch, overawed by the glory of
ﬁh" Divine Mujesty, stung With compunc-
n:::’ overcome with the intimation of kind-
Gog, by the hearing of the car—now mine
Y seeth Thee; wherefore I abhor myself,
nd repent in dust and ashes! 8o inward-
h 1 the truth of that word now felt, ¢ That
1 mayest remember, and be confounded,
ever open thy mouth any more be-
:“‘e of thy shame, when I am pacified
Wards thee for all that thou hast done,
SAlth the Lord God.—(Ezek. xiv. 63.) But,
"Wner, will thou make a covenant with Me
U My Christ! wilt thou take Me for thy
L:d’ and Him forthy Redeemer and
rd? And may I, Lord? yet, may It O
Mirable grace. wonderful sparing mercy !
?e?t I was not thrown into hell at my first
x Beall Yea, Lord, with all my . heart

- 3d 8oyl T renounce the vanities of an em-
Pty, cheating world, aid all the pleasures
8. Jn Thy favour stands my life.

o om have I in heayen but Thee? whom
2 earth do I desire besides Theef And
1) thou blessed Jesus, thou Prince of the
wgS of the earth, who hast loved me,and
me from my sins in Thy blood, and
the eternal God hath exalted to be
~ Tince and a.8aviour, to give repentance
Temission of gins, I fall befare Thee,

o Lord and my God; I here \villix')lgly
u!“de" my homage at the footstool of Thy
]i:one. I take Thee for the Lord of my
mes o) absolutely surrenuer and resign
'},,y!?]ft{) Thee, Thy love coustrains me
®0ceforth no more 1o live for myself, but
Chee who died for me, and didst rise

"lmm

and love? ‘I have heard of Thee, O
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Thy blessed light and power. O Holy
Spirit of grace, to be more and more illu-
minated, sanctified, and prepared for every
good word and work in this world, and
for an inberitance among them that are
sanctitied in the other. Sinuer, never give
thy soul leave to be at rest till thou find
it {srought to some such transaction with
God-(the Father, Son and Spirit) as this;
80 as that thou canst truly say, and dost
feel thy heart is in it.”"—Jokn Howe.

FAMILY RELIGION.

Oh, it is not the long face. Away
with the stiffened air, and the head bowed
down like 8 bulrush! There it is, « the
law of thy mouth is better unto me than
thousands of gold and silver”—-out of tho
abundance of the heart the mouth speak-
eth”—¢« we cannot but speak the things
which we, have seen and heard! Cul-
tivate singing in your families—the sing-
ing of those hymns, and psalms, and
spiritual songs Let it be evident that
your happiness centres in your religion.
Let that be the a tmosphere you manifest-
ly live and breathe in. Let it be as Mary’s
ointment of rpikenard, whase fragrance fil-
led all the house where they were ritting
—slet vour speech be always with grace,
seasoned with salt” And example also,
translating, as it were, all you teach into
daily action, into the things which are
true, and lovely, and of good repart—-ir-
steard of unteaching all, and giving 2l tha
lie, by the things which are selfish, cover-
ous, doubtﬂgljy truthful, unkind, earthly,
sensual, ungodly. Aund governmen®, too;
for the Christian family is a little Church
and Btate within iteelf; and the parent isa
priest and king both, in his own house—
“] know bhim,” said the Lord of Abraham,
“that be will command his children aud,
his housebold after him.” Only let your
authority be of love, haviug plainly for its

y | eud the highest welfure of the subjects cf

it.  Authority it must be, indeed. not
advice merely; authority, not oblige ul-
ways tp render a reason of things cnjoine,
et never wanting a reason; aiways hav-
g it,—the authority of Clristian reason

. Ang I subject and yield myself to | and Chuisiian love~ZRev. C.J. Drowa,
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POSTAGE.

The postage imposed by the Postmaytér
General on the * Good News,” is 12 cents-pet
annum or 6 cents per six months payable in
advance éither at the office of publication or
delivery.

Our subseribers will see that it is for their
Jnterest to avail themselves of the commuted
rate. Wae are still of opinion that our pub-
lications are freds atcording to law, but asthe
Postmaster-General is not of the same. mind,
a@ur subscribers wilt find it more convenient to
arrange for the cominuted impost, than paya
cent each number.

AP

A Word in Season. -

Tt is told of the venerable Dr. Wangh, of
London, that he never admitied a member
without inquiring what ke could do for the
Chnureh, for society, and for the world, It is
told 2lso of the Rev. Robt. Phillips, a minis-
ter in Wales, that he obtained sufficient
teachers for his large Sabbath 8chool by
meking it a condition of admission to the
Church, that they laboured with him in thé
Sabbath School especially, and if .any weye

1 abgent from their duties for two or three weeks,
they were suspended from the ordinauce till
they could give satisfaction. Fhese are re-
freshing instances of pastors alive to the in-
terests of the Redeemer’s Kingdom. They
had a correct idea of the work to be done, and
the way that workers should be set to the
work, and not only did thqy eulist the co-oper-
ation of all thet worshipped with' them, bat
they directed and superintended their ef-
forts.  We shouR like to hear of many such
pastors.  'We know there are some, but we
tear there are not so many such instances at

~ he present time, as there might be. It ap-
pears to be too prevailing a desire among
pastors to have a large membership, without
sny great regard to its complexion.  Itappeurs
ulxo to be too prevailing an idea smong the
vwopie, that all that is necessary to constitute
their members of Churches, is a profession of
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their faith in Christ, and the not livhg 18-
open sin. Godliness acrording to them, seems

to consist in doing nothing. Neither doing

good uor bad.  Living peaceable lives, and
harming nobody. Now the sooner professing
Christians are undeceived the better. It i3
not enough that they abstaiu from evil, they
must also be active in doing good. It is not
enough that they have heard the joyfal sound
that Christ Jesus came into the world, they
must tell the glorious news to others, by means
of persobal exhortation, by visiting, by teach
ing in the Sabbath school, by distributing
tracts and periodicals, or otherwise. And
pastors should see that each one is occupying
the field he is fitted for. Were they mor®
devoted, more zealous, more practical thal!
many of them are, each congregation would
be a centre of Christianization, from which
would go forth the genial rays of the Gospeh
with the quietness, yet with the power of light
till the dismal darkness of surrounding heathet
ism gradually dissolved, and the bleak and
withering desert bloomed and blossomed #%
the rose.

Hinderers of the Lord’s Work-

P

Who are they? Not only the sceptic, th®

infidel and the open ememy. Not only #°

backaliders who brings a scandal upon th®
eatise of Christ. Not only the mere profef”
sor, who has but o “name tolive.” But ofte?
the friends and the followers of the Lord.
They are to be found in almost every ¢O%’
gregation, and are honest, truthful, &7
zealous. In theix effort they are- practic®
persevering and effective. In their prey®™
they are scriptural, fervent and unctious.
their desires and wishes, they are anxious
the spread of the Redeemer's Kingdom—
With their excellencies, however, they B8%
defects. They may be narrow-minded, Sel.ﬁSh’
or proud, and this coming outin little thing™
does often much to hinder the Lord's work™
Tor example, a few individuals in a cong'eﬁ
tions may desire to build a church, establ ‘B
a prayer-meeting, plant a Sabbath school
some conyenient locality, or euter on sof®
other department of the Lord’s work. 1 p
the carrying out of their plan they calcwd™
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% the co-operation and encouragment of such
%4 guch 5 one, but when they lj their
®heme befsre him, because he was not con-
ted, it may be, in the arrangement of the
Plan, or because 1 did not originate with him-
®If, hig pride is hurt, he throws cold water on
18 geheme, and though he may not decidedly
%Ppose, at the same time he does not decided-
¥ favor, and thit indifference acts like ‘o wet
8nket on the zeal of his more devoted
brethren, '
These hinderers are to be found also in
community and in every communion.——
. 200d men no donbt, but so narrow that wo-
every scheme 1s just in ‘accordance with
little, narrow, pinpoint of their cotrception

%y will not give any encouragement. These’

"en may be the last in the world to do any-
g consciously that would hinder the Lord’s
Work, yet, they do it notwithstanding.
The Lord works ia His own.way, and His
Wotkers have to do their work in the way He

Yhat

indicates that it is the Lord that directs

«®work, though the manner of procceding

'8 not in pecordance with our precomceived
Botions, we ought not to hinder but to help.
d what are we that we should hinder the
WOtk of the Lord? What are wo~that we
Ould judge of the way in which He should
?0"9? We are but children, while He isthe
Ancient, of days,” and “ His ways are not as
Ways,” nor « His thougbts as ours.”,

“I'WILL MAKE DARKNESS LIGHT
BEFORE THEE.”

This light is often thrown across ous
Path jp very unexpected seasons. ¢ At
eVem'ng time," thO Prophet 88Ys, “itshall

]ighg:”

:"ce“ and experience would say, No light|
40 come,  And so we find it, Dark af-

"tions are often roled away in amoment,
We) e We are saying, No relief shall we
Ler have from them : or if ot rolled away
'%ht breaka in upon them; we seo their
wh and (}esign; the Lord discovers to us
i Y e hats xent them. Thesame with di-
y N6 truths and doctrines. We cannot -
‘erstand them, they appear so mysterious;

We cannog Lribg our minds to receive

-

%t them. If that success aftends them,

at evening time, when appear-,
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them, they appear so hard, so opposed to
our reason or else Yo some parts of God's

faithful Word: but we hear a sermon, or
we read a book, of some passage of Scrip-
tyre is brought with power to our minds
and the mysterious doctrine, the hard say-

ing, is understood and received at once.
Wa see its meaning, we discern its truth.
Instead of stumbling at it as we used to do,
wighing it out of our way, we rejoice in it-
The crooked thing is become straight, the

dark thing is become ligh*. Think of our

Lord’s disciples. Amidst how much dark-

ness did they begin their conrse! how per-

plexed they were when he talked to them

of the mysteries of his kingdom! When

he spoke to them for instance of his ap-

proaching sufferings or the spiritual nature

of his kingdom, they could hardly under-

stand the plainest things he said. If ever
men were spiritually blind, they weve the
| 'meu; and woree than blind—much that

{our Lord- said offendefl them. And for

three long years he suffered this to go ou.

But at last the darkness became light. In

one week or little more after their Master

had left them, these men were glorying in

the truths at which they had before won-

dered. Everything had become pluin to

them. They were travelling along the way

to beaven with light above and light with-

in them, the rejuicing preachers of their

Master's cross, that very cross of which

for vears they could scarcely bear to hear
him speak, Here surely is comfort for

you, brethren, who are mourning over
‘vour ignorance; and here is comfort for

youwhd™ re battelling with your prejudices,

kenorance and prejudics are nothing to the
Lord. A few bemns of his light letin up-

on them end them atonce. Andthislight,.
‘this scripture says, you shall have. O sevk

it, hope for and expeet it. It may be twi-

light with yo#'row, or even miduight; but
tarry thou the Lord's leisure, the promise -
says—It shall eventnally Le day and a
bright one. The path of the just is an
the shining light, that shineth more and
mote unto the petfect Jay."—Rev. Charles
Bradley.
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PLAGIARISM.

Parmit me to say a few words on this
point. Lot us start with a plain définition
of terms. By plagiarism. I mean what
Webster defines it to be—* the purloining
another man's literary works, or (the) in-
troducing passages from another man's
writings and patting them offas your own.”
With this definition of the word in view,
lot me ask, 13 it plagiarism to make the
thoughts of another your own? it is not
asked, Is it plagiarism to orally or in writ-
ing express the thoughts of another as your
own only frommemory? Thig, 1 grant, is
one form of this justly coudemed crime.
But the question is, Is it plagiarism to in-
corporate the thoughts of another into your
own understanding—to make them as truly
your own by meditation as though they had
originated with yourself! This, I feel,
cannot be plagiarism in any true sense of
the word.

There are three ways—and only three,
as I conceive—Dby which one may “put
forth” the thonghts of another in a writ-
ingor speech of one’s own : either by placing

_the book, tract, or armon before him, and
copying the passage word for word; or by
coinmitting the paragraph to memory and
reciting it; orby mastering the idea of the
passage and then giving it forth in one’s
owa words and way. The first two meth-
ods, when done without plainly giving the
original source credit, is gross plagiarism,
literary theft; the latter, I conceive, is as
far removed from it as is the manly way
of translating Latin by an independent
study of your own, from that very ques-
tionable method pursueld by some would.

"be manly sons of Alma Mater of translat-
ing by help of the “ Pony” lying before
you. Aceording to this view, it cannot be
plagiarism for 8 minister, after reading the
sermon of another, the plan of which
pleases him, to preach on that seme plan

. even, always providing he has first

thoroughly conceived it for himself, and
then develops it in his own way, Itis no
more a crime in the minister to preach
from the plan of another in the way men-
tioned, than it is in & carpenter who builds

a house of his own precisely on the plan of

another which he has seen somewhare else.

Of course & man must exercise his common

seuse in this as in other things. For in-
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stance, he is to know whether every parb
of that plan Ae is capable of naturally "de
veloping; there may be a thought ther®
too great for him to grasp; he had bettef
stop and think then \Yhether, if assuming -
the lion's skin, the ass’s ears will not stick
out. But when a minister takes this plads
and states it, parbaps, only from memorys
developing it in the same way, almost word
for word, argument, illustration, and all, 43
pursued in the original source, then that
18 the barest faced falshood a man could-
commit. And how a minister of the Gos
pel, with the least love. of truth, can, with-
out the keenest remorse, stand before hl:
audienceona Sabbath day and # put forth

that sermon as his own, without telling
whence he got it, is well-nigh incouceiv-

able, Such men, if they are honest, ar®
still very iguorant as to matters of consci

encs; or else, like filse teachers, they aré
wolves in sheep’s clothing. :

I hold that the same is true in reference
to appropriating the images or i!lustrations
of another as your own. While never by
copying or memoriz.ng,” they can alway?
lawfully be made one's own by meditation.
If not, then of what use is the study of the
poets to a minister if he cannot makeusé
of their jmagery which he hus made bi#
own by melitation? how can he cultivat®
the illustrative power except by familiar-
izing himself with the best examples of thid
in tho writings and speeches of othermen?
And by this familiarity will he not nece>
sarily acquire a fund ot illustration which.
he could not get rid of if he would ! And
here a qestion suggests itself. Is it a0y
less & plagiarism to catch another mans
atyle of illustrating than it is to catch hi
* sparkling imagory §”

1f in any sense, toappropriate the latter 88
yonr own by medlitation’is plagiarism, then
it must be plagiarism to appropriate the
former as your own—apropriation whic
it would take a bold mind to promulgat®
now-a-days.

To preach 1n the way mentioned ought
then to be considered just and fair. I 3
be not a legitimate way of preaching, the?
nine-tenths of the mniinistry must
doomad, so far as their mind aré concerd”
od, to eternal inanition. For the one Who
can preach well and eloquently without
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lt’anh,g much on others, is yourtrue genius. | future clad in « plain homespun® garments

: v ot more than one in athousand min-
n ™, perhaps, has this divine gift. The
m"“; of them of talemt—having talents
‘h:!lmg in degree from one to ten. ,What,
et shall these men of talent do—say the

A0 of one talent, if e be net permiited
Ippropriate to hinsclf, so far as ke ean,
on urving thoughts of another by his
lifun Mmental Jahor § Muat Lie depend i} his

,?"’y on what his own *‘seauty resour-

furnich bim ¢

un;rh? reasoh why we have so many dry,
is 1 elligible, drowsy rermons nowadayx,
the 4t some preachers labor so little over
e Clear, briiliant, Lot weighty thoughts
lh::mmd in these bedies of divinity and

ug:c\‘olumes of sermons tlat now stand

overed onthe shelves of their libraries
e L alone in defending the rightful-
it “3 of appropriating another’s thought be
‘! argument. an illustration, or an appeal,
15 your own Ly meditation !
of i-..Bant‘ain, one of the most eloquent
of wihg French preachers, rays inhis  Aut
it Xempore Spenking” (p. 163); ¢ But
lad })‘mh ]:ussi.lxle.u.nd.it:cm:nl,ent 10 have
Kty 9~Lcr rpecies of 01~xg1‘1whty, which con-
8 o‘ﬂ putung forth no. ideas except such
tion “*} Las ande one’s own by a eoneep-
“'ith(:h ore’s uwn,,mxd are ﬂz'us (‘ulckf;n(-'d
Calleg e lzts: of one's own 1.mnd This is
nam Jlaking possession in_the finders
tug ¢ and Molicre, when be imiinted Plass
and Terence: La Fountaine, whén he
“3:'?\‘\}&1 fiem Esop and Phadrue, were
dilio"*;‘a}neq of the practice.  Thir con-
I“'Tt&:i] % n.dzsp?hduble. if l)fe. is 1o be -
‘nstﬁ, 10 the diseource: and itis this \\‘h:('])
owy lishes the orator, who-draws on his
Fows ‘;{Wllnr 1e:ouees even when he bor-
the ;edrmu the actor who impersonates, or
P der who recollects the productions
Ahothep”
N mj:‘a'“‘e mark th{we !ast wards, ¢ who
Wher, ;m lis own intevior Tesources cven
roer, 6 borrows.” Tiow this can be, wiil
i :“ # Iyxtery to the eaptious render who
mlmel'}'t.lnng would be original in the ab-
Thee Mrse—tre only of the r(:al genits,
R“cl“!)’stery \.\'-ﬂ) Lecome profounder to
I, '(m one i rending /tlnntugllrrullg' the
an{.mph on pages 167 aml 168 of this
(.esf."'.ﬂgwnw voume,  Persors of this

Mption we would advire to fling aside; What & peor thirg man ix!

of their own. Set up a loom. in your own
house, #aise sheep in your own fields, card
the wool with your own hands, and bere-
after depend on no other Jiving being for
the elothes you wear, 1If you do, you are
not original! You are a vile plagiarist!

A word in all kindness to the layman.
Be eareful how you eharge your minister
with this sin.  Firt assare yowreelf by in-
dubijtable evidence that he % » literal
copyist, and them expese his wickedresr,
But te carefu} how you ebarge bhim- with
this sin, beeanse yon have chunced to rce
the same édeas which he has presented to.
you ‘expressed somewhere elre. If you
hurl this ebarge at him, vou are only
throwing stones at the glass house you live
in. You yotuself perbaps, kave never yet
originated a thought, the inkling of which
vou did not get {rom aucther mind. Let
the discerning hearer 1ememler one point,
The reazon why rermous on the rune text
Ly twe difierent minds will, up to a cer-
tain point, appear almost exaetly alike, is_
that toth miuds develope the text s
natural or logical manner,  But when you
weave the skeleton and ceme 1o clothe it
with the round full flesh of thoueht, then
often you sce the widest diflerence between
them, lecavse the miogmaticn of euch
comes now inte play; and this ftevly in
calling up ineident, history, or similes or
troops from tle arena of nature, hardly
ever works the ame way inany two minds,

I bless God for the books he bas given
me! - X bless him that by prayer, by 1
study of his living Word, by thoughis
of my owr, and Ly meditation on the
theughts of others, by wlich 1 may meke
thiemn my awn, bot like e thief who males
the god’s hisown by ]ur]oilﬁng. but like
the honest tradesman who makes them bis
by purchare-money, by his prodence and
indurtry, 1 toey inmy humlle wey, seak
to the edifying of his church—N, 37 Jn-
dependent. ,

Py

B Sickness sheuld teach us these
four things~~Whst a vain thing the
world 8! What a vile thing sin isl—

Wlat

® bloudcloth shicy wear, and go for thein precious thitg an interest in Christ is!

\
0
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A STRUGGLE WITH DIFFIDENCE.

A Christian writer truly remarks that
a house silent as regards God’s prise,
“ Looks rather like a <epulchre of dead
souls, than a habitation of living ones.”—
A bousehold whose daily round of employ-
“mnent is not commenced and ended with
prayer i8 an unsafe abode for adults and
children, as regards both their temporal
and eternal interests. It is a hallowed
scene to behold parents howing with their

- children in daily recognition of God, and
«ommending themselves to' His care and
guidance, amid the dangers of a sinful
world; and it is difficalt to conceive that
parents can have a proper affection for their
offspring, and neglect to set them the ex-
ample of a constant trust in their heaven-
ly Fatber.

The remembrance of a prayerless house-
hold may exert a ruinous influence through
suceessive generations, chilling their spic
ritual emotions, and make them godless
There is & period of life when the example
of parents make a deep and lasting im-
pression upon the child; and if that is not
i favour of religion, it 1s difficult to con-
vince the man in after years that there is
anything real in  Christianity—remember-
ing as he does, how those who were near-
«3t to him, and who should have cared
wost for him, did not teach him, by daily
oxample, his duty to God. But there are
many heads of families who will admit all
this to be true, yet so long have they ne-
wlected family worship, thet they feel it is
a course they are not able to commence now.
For their encouragement and imitation we
publish the following incident, which has
been going the rounds of the [American]
religious press.  Let the reader follow this
rxample of yeoral heroism. If the hus-
“andl thesitabes and delays, lot the wife as-
+emble the family, read the inspired lesson,
and kneel in supplication to God in Lebalf
mf her fittle flock,

“He was agood man that Deacon Y. He
was a farver, ‘well fo do, and always moral
and upright, When about forty yearsold,
hie became doeply interested in personal
religion.  Naturally very, very diffident,
he said little or nothing to anybody about
his fuelings, Months rolled on, and still he

was anxious, distregsed; while yet he had
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regular seasons of secret prayer, fead h’;
Bible, and was doing all he could 8n¢ .
ought to do, save one thing. He was the
head of a family. He had a loving wife
and four children, all impenitent, but they .
were his, and his conscience urged him 0
the duty of erecting the family altar. Bot
the cross, O it wastoo great for khis timidity
8o it was put off, and new duties discharg

in other diredtions as an offset, but he gre¥
nothing the better nay rather the worsé

"At length one morning, in his fild he sob

emnly resolved that that night he woulds
come what might, make the attempt
least, to pray in his family. A seamstres
was at his house, from whose ridicale aB
scorn he shramk—Dbut his mind was made
up. And here I give his own languag®
* When I went home to dinner, she told
me she wished to leave that afternoon—
Never did I carry a person from my hous®
so gladly before. She was now out of ™
way, and one great-obstacle was removeds

Night came on, and I seemed to g3™
strength for my duty. But just as I W4
about to get my Bible, and tell my fam
what I intended then and thereafter to 4%
who should knock at she door but the
youngest brother of my wife, a mirth-1o
ving captious, young man, a member of 1
lege, just the last person in the world
then wanted to see. What shall I do—~
what! what! my heart cried, and my ngoﬂ«';
seemed to be more than I could bear. BY
my vow had been made, and there c0
be no going back.

«1 arose, got my Bible, and told the™
what I was about to do. My wife ]?Oken
as though she would' sink. My childr®
looked one to another, at their mother, a9
at me, not knowing what was to happoh:
My brother-in-law seemed greatly nmﬂfi )
But rallying all my strength, I read aps# m‘i ’
and at length said, «O Lord"————3a"
could pot utter another word; and ‘hm
was I, a great, stout man, on my kne ©
laughing-stock for my dear family. The
I was, I could not speak, and ther? f‘hi
proud heart was humbled,—but ther®
heavenly Father met me, and my soul W 1
filled with unutterable peace, When
arose, my poor wife was mortified, and hg“g
her head to conceal Ler feelings. Her {;;0
ther said nothing. soon retired and
next morning left for college.

«The family altar has uot ceased 10 bur®
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:;“;ldaﬂy_ incense, though the priest there-
o s ministered unto it for forty years,
oW mark the result of that attempt
Prayer, when the good man was, in his
‘w“ Q}i%em, a ‘laughing-stock.” In about
the? he received a letter from that bro-
tho -law student, which began with
:e? words :— Rejoice with me, brother
a'"el, for I have found the Saviour, and
i Gsi‘ene al your house the other even-
“’%L’ od has blessed to the salvation of my
at A This young man studied divinity
t ndover, and when about to be licensed
5‘%5’}‘8&011 the Gospel, was taken with
h}l)g at the lungs, and soon went
2 15 rest.  That wite, those children, and
ANy others under the same roof, have
;!“d the Saviour through the instrainen-
Sty of this praying man. He lives still
n & green old age, waiting for his sum-
%08 to go higher.
X ‘Bj: sure it is always best to obey God!
ﬂhOP ng is gained, but much is lost, by
o "‘nkmg from duty. They are difficulties
Yercome and conquered, upon which we
ot The Christian is asoldier. He must
T fem: when executing a command.—
oy ® anxious lose, oh, how much they lose!
Metimes the immortal soul—by failing
wh"io the right thing, that one thing to
of b God evidently calls. Many a head
. 8 family has stumbled at the .cross of
f:mlly prayer, and lostall. What though
wr Once, or a hundred times, he may be a
Mghing.stock ” It matters nothing,
of N such interests are at peril. The care
the soul is the great care, Wecan—
T Will—neglect it ?"— American Paper.

The Immutable Pledge.

& L ]

‘ Bec&use I live, ye shall live also."—Joh
xiv. 19. :

God sometimes selects the most stable
' enduring objects in the material world
. illustrate His unchanging faithfulness
% love to His Church. * As the moun-
108 are round about Jerusalem, so doth
¢ € Lord compass His people.” But here,
H_‘_’ Redeemer fetches an argument from
'80wn everlasting nature. He stakey, ro
.8peak, His own existance on that of His
si“m&_ Because I live, ye shall live also.”
eliever! read ‘in this « word of Jews”

7 glorious title-deed, 7%hy Saviour lives |
0d His life js the guarantee of thie |
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own. Qur true Joseph is alive, «He is
our Brother. He talks kindly to us!”
That lifc of His, is all that is between us
ard everlasting ruin. But with Christ for
our life, how inviolable our security! The
great Fountain of being must first be dri-
ed up, before the streamlet can.  The great
Sun must first be quenched, ere one glim-

mering satellite which He lights up with
His spledonr can.  Satan must first pluck
the erown from that glovified Head, before
he can touch oue jewel in the crown of His
people. They cannot shake one pillar
without shaking first the throne. «If we
perish,” says Lather, «Christ perishes
with us.” * .

Reader ! is thy Jifenow « hid with Christ
in God”? Dost thou know the blessed-
ness of & vital and living union with a liv-
ing live-giving Saviour? Canst thou say
with bumble and joyous confidence, amid
the fitfulness of thine own ever-changing
frames and feelings, « Nevertheless T live,
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me” ? « Jesus
liveth/"—They are the hzppiest words a
lost soul and a lost world can hear! Job,
four thousand years ago, rejoiced in them. -
«T know, says he.” that I have a lLving
kinsman.” Jolm, in “his Patmos exils
rejoicing in them. “I am He that liveth”
(or the lLiving One), was the simple but
sublime utterance with which he was ad-
dressed by that same « Kinsman,” when He
appeared arrayed in the Justres of His glo-
rified humanity. “This is the record” (ns
if there was a whole gospel comprised in
the statement), + that God hath given to
us eternal life, and this ¢ife is in His Son.”
St. Paul, in the 8th chaptet to the Romans
—that finest portraiture of Christian char-
acter and privilege ever drawn, begins with
“no condemnation,” and ends with « no sepa-
ration.” Why “ no separation”? Because
the life of the believer is incorporated with
that of his adorable Head and Surety.
The colossal Heartof redeemed huinanity
beats upon the throne, sending its mighty
pulsations through every member of His
body ; eo that, before the believer's spiritual
life can be destroyed, Omnipotence mnst
hecome feebleness, and Immutability be-
come mutable! .

But, blessed Jesus, « Thy word is very
sure, therefore Thy servant loveth it.”
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Sabbath Schocl Lessons,
August 250k, 1861,

THE BAMARITAN CONVERTS.~Jomx
v, 26-42,

1. The Lord revesled bimself to the woman
of Sumaria, v. 26, Some wonder that He did
80, when He forbade others to make Him
known at so early a stage of His careerax
But our Lord not having the same reasons for
caution a3 He had among the Jews, who

- were disposed either to excite insurrections,
ur to accuse Him to the Romans, without any
reserve told her that He was the Messiah.m—
The information led to the conversion of
Mary, v. 39. No sooner did she learn this,
than a fitting opportunity occurring, v. 27,
rhe left her water pot, hastened into the city,
v. 28, and proclaimed to the men, v. 29, that
the had found Megsiah,

1L Just as Christ bad informed the woman
who Ile was, v, 26, His disciples returned.~—
They wondered that ‘Ile spake with the
woman, v, 27, because she was a Sawaritan,
v. 9. Some suppose also, thut they wondered
hecause she wus a woman, as the Rabhing
despised the female ua utteriy withont religi-
ous kunowledge,  In the Jewish Talinud it is
snid “ No ope salutes a woman,” * He who
instruets bis daughter ju the law is like one
who acts the fool.”  How different is it in the

-Bible.  Iu the Bible womnan is exalted to her
praper position.  Daughters as well 18 sons
ure tauglit its blessed tenths,  Probably the
discipis marvelicd beeause He took the trou.
bile to gpeak with cvident intervst to one whom
a8 dJews they conld only despise and hotes
But they sshed vo - questions, feeling that in
tiis, as i everything else, the Master bad a
proper eud in viewe=Mark vil. 37,

LiL The discipies prayed Himto eat,v. 31,
This vequest shows His true humasity, The
disciples did not yuderstand the exact meau-
ing of His reply, v. 33, “ Ilis meat was to
do the will of Him that seut him, and to
finish His work” It was the Fathers will
that He should labour, preach, work miracles,
“fuifil all righteowsness,” iu the midst of difi-
culties and temptations, and at Jength fineh
His woik on carth by Tlis sufferings on the
Cross. e had an uppetite and relish for His
vark, and found every part of ita delight and
refrestaaent to His soul, because God was
plorified und mwen were benefitted by it.  As
there was now opportunity afforded Him, of
being employed in His work, He intimated
that [Te would postpone eating till afterwards.

1V. The period of the year in which this
conversation occurred was seed time, It was
four months in Judea from sowing seed till
barvest. Qur Lord refers to this common

2
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saying, v. 35. In His work, howevef, the
harvest is even more speedy. In some ¢ oot
it wag immediate. No sooner was the i
of divine truth sewn in some hearts, thap !
sprang up, as in the case of the Samarit:aﬂ&”f
he Great Spiritual harveste=the reaping .°n
souls for heaven was at hand, in connecﬂoo‘
with His work, which he was so anxious "
finish, v. 85, ZLwook. Our Lord would 8
mate them by the bright prospect. Many
the people were thronging to Him from B
city, at the report of the woman. He m®
bave pointed to these, whose eager comlnl!i
umd prompt belleving was proof of the gre®
field to be reaped us soon as the sced ¥ o
sown; or He may have referred generaliy. td-
the successes that would niore and inore atte?
His gospel. .
The Lord Jesvs is the Great Sower, by 118
work on earth. Those who so make H{:l’i
known, as that the truth regardiog Him shi
be received, are the reapers, The sowers 89
the reapers shall mutually rejoice togethe®
v. 34, },;‘;b. xii, 2, :
V. Many of the SBamaritans believed “7;’
Christ from the testimony of the woman, v- 3%
Many more, however, believed on Him #fte
they had seen and heard ITim themselves—
They entreated Christ to tarry with them
which He did for two days, v. 40, durins
which He taught them many things concersi®d
their eternal welfare, ¢
Learn 1, The world is the great field t,}’?s
now waits to be sown and reaped, and it}

our duty to pray the Tord to send foq"th

labouters, so urgently needed.—Matt, ix. ¥
2, We may be swe of a harvest,—G8b
vi. 9.

September 1st, 1861.

ABRAHAM AND ANGELS—Ges#s®
xvui CHAPTER. .

I. Abraham was seated at his test dl)(ﬁ'eg

the heat of the day, v. 1. Three trave ®
appeared to him, v. 2. He was not awsré 7

tirst who were approaching him, for he spesks

of them as “three men.” As they RPP"““ve
ed, he addressed the one who scemed to b® all
the pre-eminence. Yet he treated them b
with like hospitality. His cordial kmdg.c
and courtesy, affords us a fine examp!e “’,;
we should aim at imitating. By beiog 8
to Lospitality, he came to entertain stral
unawares,—Heb, xiii. 2, 8
IL The attention to Abraham’s concet
would gradually show him whom he ente ‘50
ed. The specific reference to the pro™y,
spoken of in the foregoing chapter, W‘;su
convince Abraham thut one of His g“uc
was the Lord Himself- Abraham is & I for
brighter example of faith than S:
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Songh pe laughed at the announcement of
Promise, (Gen. xvii. 17,) his laugh ex-
"ldnl 88ed faith, joy and gratitnde, whereas hers
o oated upbelief. Her sin of unbelief led
Tobuy, the sin of falsehood, v. 15. The Lord
ayy ed her, and would not suffer sin to re-
I @pon her. ,
8od, L T'wo of the three léft Abraham to go to
mud(;m’ v. 16-22. The Lord remained and
t0 d’knownto Abraham what He intended
He g_to Sodom and Gomarrah, v. 17-19.—
Be. U 80 because Abraham was His friend,
in the on account of Lot he was concerned
event, Becausc (God would give him
o d"PPOrtunity of intercediog forthe criminals,
Shew him the reason of the impending
?«ha%t ction, but specially because God knew
higy Abraham would teach his children after
2 the gad consequences of sin, v. 19. God
nl’mves of the faithful discharge of parental
» and the cheerful submission of parents

ve children to the commands of those placed
m

T them,
ﬂndv' Abraham'’s heart was moved with pity
inte tender compassion when be heard of the
eded destruction. He “drew near” to

for them, v. 23. He pled his own re-
of ed character, v. 25. Mark the bumility
%VA‘bmham, v. 27-31. Mark also the per-
by ‘Benng importunity of Abraham, (Luke xviii.
boo ). Mark farther, his quietoess after ex-
v ﬂg his pleas before God, v. 33.
- The city of Sodom would have been
oo had there been “ten righteous” men in

V.32, Thus the wicked are greatly indebt-

Dise, the Godly around them,whom they des-

Learn 1. That hospitality is a duty,—Rom.

M 13, Titus i. 8; lpPettiyv. 9, 4

iah That Abraham in his intercession far-

a deﬂ a bright illustration of the character
Work of Jesus,—Luke xix. 41; Heb. vii. 23.

September 8th, 1861.

THE HEALIyG OF THE NOBLEMAN'S
B SON,—Jonx iv. 42-54.
L Jesus having tarried two days in Samaria
v d into (3alilee, v. 43. Being under
Hﬂ“ed in His own district of country, v. 44,
© went to another district, v. 45. Itis'the
: Eﬁneml opinion that Nazareth and its neigh-
%rhood are here called “ His own country,”
E@mat this is assigned as the reason, why
€ Went by another road to Caua, instead of
&oing to Nuzareth to reside, or even taking
that city in His way; for Cana lay north of
areth, The Galileans received him.—
© the Pharisees and others were hardened
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by His miracles, the poor people of Galilee
saw His glory through them.

II. When Jesus reached Cana of Galilee,
a nobleman whose son was sick at Capernaum,
came tosee Him, v. 47.. Capernanm was some
distance from Cana, but when men arein earnest
they overcome difficulties, Luke xix, 4. Come
out of Judea. 'This seems to imply that he
had heard of our Lord’s miracles at Jerusalem,
and perbaps had been ot the feast, v. 45, and
seen what He had done there. Come down.,
The nobleman seems to have thonght it neces-
sary that Jesus should go to Capernaum fo
work the miracle. In this he showed low
views of Christ.

Those who iuhabit the upper ranks are sub-
ject to disease and death us well as others, all
being sinners. But it is well when trials bring
& man to Jesus, {[sa. xxvi. 16.)

IIL This nobleman had faith in Jesus,
though it was weak. His faith was evidenced
by his coming to Christ, and by his urging Lis
suit, but its weakness was geen in thinkiug it
was necessary for Christ to go downto Caper-
naum ere He could cure his son. Except ye
see, §«c.  The Samaritans believed without a
miracle, but he required a miracle tostrengthen
and deepen his faith. The Lord did sometimes
work miracles to arrest attention, to confirm
the faith of men, and to render those inexcus-
able who believe not, (Matt. vii. 26-27; Jobn
xv, 24.)

The weakness of the nobleman’s fhith is
further illuatrated in the expression come down
ere my child die. He seemed té think that if
the child should die the case would be hope-
less. Much less did he think that Christ
would raise up his child after death.

IV. Christ met him while yet a great way
off, and strengtliened his faith by prompt deal-
ing. The Centurion, (Matt. viii. 8,) asked the
Lord to speak the word only and He offered
to go down to the house. In this case where
the weak fuith of the applicant requires Him
to go down to the house, He speaks the word
only. The nobleman believed the word of
Jeaus, v. 50, and when His word was fulfilled,
v. 51-53, his whole house believed on Jesus.

Tearn 1. Christ encourages the weakest
faith, so that noue need hold back for mnore
correet feelings, :

2. Christ may answer our prayers, but not
in the maoner we desire.

8. We areto believe Christ's word, however
coutrary it may be to our understanding..

4. Tt is often by sickness in the family that
a whole household is brought to God.

5. God henors parental piety ‘and loves
family religion. A pavents fuith is thus often
accompanied or followed by that of his own
house. :
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BY MR8,

LYDIA MARIA CHILD.

TvRANTS are but the spawn of ignorance,

Begotten by she slaves they trample on ;

Who, could they win the glimmer of the light,

And see that tyranny is always weaknesa,

Or fear with its own bosom ill at ease,

Would langh away in scorn the sand-wove chaln,

Which their own blindness feigned for adimant.
s Wrong ever builds on quicksands; but thé right

To the firm center lays its movelegs base.

J. R. LowELL.

The following story, which is very sugges-
tive at this crisis, is strictly true. The
Southern gentlemen, who visited the swamp
in disguise, and heard the speeches of the
slaves, repeated them as ncarly as he could
recollect, to a friend of Mrs, Child, and she
committed them to writing, The incidents
occurred during the war of 1812, when the
prohability of the British landing on our
coasts was much talked of.

Mr. Duncan was sitting alone in hig elegant-
1y furnished parlor, in the viciuity of Charles-
ton, South Carolina. Before him lay an open
volume—Thierry’s History of the Norman
Conquest,  From the natural kindliness of his
character, and democratic theories deeply im-
bibed in childhood, his thoughts dwelt more
with g nation prostrated and kept in base sub-
Jjection by the strong arm of violence, than
with the renowned robbers, who seized ™ their
rich pessessious, and haughtily trampled on
their dearest rights

« And so that bold and beautifal race be-
cae slaves!” thought he.  “The brave and
free-souled Hurolds, strong of heart and streng
of 4rm; thefiuir haived Ediths, in their gueenly
beauty, noble in soul as well as ancestry;
these all sank to the condition of slaves. They
tamely submitted to their lot, till their tree,
bright beauty passed under the heavy cloud of
animal dulluess, and the coutemptuous Nor-
man epithat of ‘base Saxon churly' was but
too significantly true. Yetnot without efforts
did they thus sink. How often renewed, or how
bravity sustsived, we know not; for tronha-
dours:stug not of the defeated, and conquerors
writettheir own bistory, That they did not
relinguish freedom without a struggle, is pro-
ved by Robin Haod, snd his bold followers,

AHoating in dim and shadowy glory on the out-
iirts of history; hrave outlaws of the free
fforest, and the wild wountain passes, taking
Rack, in the very teeth of danger, a precarioas
.sabsistence from the rich possessions that were
onee their own; and therefore styled thievesand
traitops by the robbers who had beggared
them, Doubtless they hud minstrells of their
ownj wukoown, untrumpeted by fame, yet
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singing of their exploits in spirit—stim!’i,
tones, to hearts burning'with a sense of wrong:
Troubled must be the sleep of those W
ruled & congquered nation!” RUR

These thoughts were passing through hé -
mind, when a dark mulatto opened the deor
and making a servile reverence, said in wh
ling tones, “ Would Massa be so good a3 ¥
gib a pass to go to Methodist meeting?”

Mr. Dunctin was a proverbially indulg
master, and he at once replied, *Yes Jﬂ"‘
you may have a pass ; but you must mind 8
not stay out all night.” 1

“Ub, no massa:. 'Tom neber preach mO™
than two hours,” .

Scarcely was the pass written before MO% :
servaut appeared for a similar request; 8
presently another and' yet another; sod );%
another, When these interruptions ceas ali
Mr. Duncan resumed his book, and quietly Yef . -
about the oppressed Saxons, until tie wish 0"
a glass of water induced him to ring the o8
No servant obeyed the summons. With
impatient jerk of the rope, he rang # s"’;
cond time, what a curse it is to be waited up°
by slaves! If I were dying the lazy l0Y
would take their own time, andcome drag g
their heavy heels along an hour after I was$
the world of Spirits, My neighbours tell w
it is because I never flog them. 1 believe
are in the right. 1t isa hard case too, to fr%
a man to be a tyrant, whether he will or “;)'.

A third time be rang the bell more loudlyi
but waited in vain for the sound of com®
footsteps. Thenit occurred to him thab
had given every one of them & pass to 80 ly
the Methodist meeting. This was insté® &
followed by the remembrance that the 8827
thing had happened a few days before. . .

We were then at war with Great Bri*# o/
and though Mr. Duncan often boasted the
tachment of his slaves, and declared the?
be the most content and happy labourers18 Z.e
world, who would not take their freedot® bt
they could, yet by some coincidence of thoUE -
the frequency of Methodist ggeetings lﬂ“’;} it
ately suggested the common f#eport 0
ish froops were near the coast, and about [
land in Charleston. Simultaneously cam® oy
remembrance of Big-boued Dick, who ™10
mouth’s before had absconded from & neé;‘ng
bouring planter, and wes suspected of hol 7
a rendezvous for ran-aways in the 5% o
depths of some dark forest. The elemzi aap”
such a gang was indicated by therapid and

earance of young corn, sweet potatoes

fat hogs, etc., from the plantations for gaﬂl
miles around. wif BY

“The black rascal!” exclaimed be;
boys arc in league with him'———— voic* :
The coming threat was arrested by & i,

J within, which like a chorusfrom some
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B <hoir, all at once struck up the lively bal-
on(’f Robin Hood; and this brought Big-
*d Dick, like Bunquo's ghost, unbidden
w,ith‘m.welcome, into incongruous associatien
8 spontaneous sympathy for Saxon serfs,
t&mcolltempt of “bage Saxon churls,” who
ot ely Submitted to their fate, and his adni-
%0 of the hold outlaws, who lived by pluu-
I‘}l the wild freedom of Saxon forests,
%ta]s' Tepublican sympathies, ¢and the system
io tled upon hin by his ancestors,” were ob-
: %tu“ ¥ out of joint with each other; the skill{ul-
makﬁoideriug of casuistry could Ly no means
nee em_adhere together. Clear as the
ave °F @ Cathiedral bell above the hacks and
ab O‘i of a city, the voice of Reason rose
‘Dol(' all the pretexts of selfishness and the
,ulatog}es of sophistry, and loudly proclaimed
ticg hig sympathies were right and his prac.
"Wnew}:ong' Had there been at his elbow
K

h(}tkg, that hour might perhaps have seen
Byt freeman in giving freedom to his serfs,
L be wag alone; and the prejudices of edu-
™ and the habits of his whole life con-
ag P fearful array of lions in his path,
Th he wist not that they were phantoms.—
€ admonitions of awakened conscience gra-
Bafe Y gave place to considerations of j:ersonal
o] und plans for ascertaining the real
nt of his danger. :
he neyt moruing he agked his slaves with
me&'i‘:)ed nonchalance whether they had agood
« -
« O]} yes, massa, bery nice meeting.”
Where was it?”
Qrd\ve slave pointed to the east of Birch
direo;' The white man’s eye followed the
ey, 100 of the bond man's finger, and a dee
m;,nf“d gathered on hisbrow.  Without com-
& he rode on in another direction, and with
of :l‘ent indifference made similar enquiries
;’:0 er gang, of labourers, They pointed
ok Of Birch Grove, and replied, “In the
__nl?t woods, massa.”
tup 0 increasing disquictude, he slowl
vl:,?ed his horse t,ogward 3;9 city. He endea):
brgyy to conceal his anxicty under a cheerful
th 5 for be was afraid to ask counsel, even of
Ponncst familiar friends, in a community so
the . 10 be blinded by the insane fury under
Purgy Citement of such suspicions. Having
a by 2%ed a complete suit of negro clothes, and
mask well fitted to his face, he return-
eme.' and awnited the next request for
n s O 8 Methodist mecting.
l)ef')u?' fow days thesable faces again appeared
Bgy M, one after another, asking permis-
Prog, h_ear T om preach. The pasées were
ﬁen.u-gt]y given, accompanied by the cool ob-
We o) O “ It seems to me, boys, that you
growing wonderfully religious of late.”

onest John Woodman, or fearless Elias |
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To which they eagerly replied, “ Ah if Mas-
sa could hear Tom preach, 1t would make his
hair stand up. Tom make everybedy tink
weder he hab a soul.”

‘When the last one had depérted, the ma ster
hastily assumed his disguise and hurried after
them. Keeping them within sight, he followed
over fleld and meadow, through woods and
swamps. As he went on the number of dark
figures; all tending toward the same point, con-
tinually increased. Now and then seme one
spoke to him; but he answered briefly, and
with an effort to disguise his voice. At last
they arrived at one of those swampy islands, °
80 common at the south,’insulated by a broad,
deep belt of water, and effectually screcred
from the mainland by a luxuriant growth of
forest trees, matted together by s rich entan-
glement of vines and underwood. A large
tree had been felled for a bridge; and over this
dusky forms were swarming like ants into
their-news made nest.

Mr. Duncan had a large share of that ani-
mal instinct called physical courage; but his
heart throbbed almost audibly as he followed
that dark multitude. ,

Atthe end of a rough and intricate passage
there opened before him a scene of picturesque
and imposing grandeur. A level space like a
a vast saloon, was inclosed by majestic trees,
uniting their boughs over it in funtastic resem-
blapce to some Gothic cathedral. Spanish
moss formed a thick matted roof, and toated
in funeral streamers.  From the points of arch-
es hung in luxuriant profusion, some in heavy
festoons, others lightly and gracefully leaping
forward. The blaze of pine torches threw
some into bold relief, and cast others into a

P~ | shadowy background. Aud here, and in

this lone sanctuary of npture, were assem-
bled many hundreds of swart figures,
some seated in thoughtful attitudes, others
scattered in moving groups, eagerly talking
together,  As they glanced about, now sinking
into dense shadow, and now emerging into lu-
vid light, they seemed to the sluve-holder’s ex-
cited imagination like demons from the pit,
come to claim guilty souls, He had, however,
sufficient presence of mind to observe thateach
one, as he entered, prostrated himself till his
forehead touched the ground, and rising pla-
cing his finger on his mouth. Imitating this
sigual, he passed on with the throng, and seat-
ed himself behind the glare of the torches.—

TFor some time he could make out no con-
nected meaning amid the confused buzz of
voices, and half spppressed snatches of songs,
HBut at last « tall man mounted the stump of
a decayed tree, nearly in the cautte of th
area. and requested silence.

# Whnen we had our last meeting,” said he,
“T suppose most all of you know, that we ajl
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concluded it was best to join the British, if so
be we could get a good chance. But wedidn't
all agree about our masters. Some thought

we should never be able to keep our freedom
without we killed our masters in the first place;
others didn't like the thoughts of that; so we
agreed to have another meeting to talk about
it, and now boys of the British land here in
Caroliny, what shall we do with our masters?”
1Te sat down, and atall sinewy mulatta step-
ped into lis place, exclaiming with fierce ges-
tures, Ravish wives and daughters before their
_ eyes as they have done to us/ Hunt them
with hounds as they have hunted us!. Shoot
them down with rifles, as they have shot us/!
Throw their earcasses to the crows, theyhave
fattened on our bones; and then let the devil
take them where they never rake up the fires
o' nights. Who talks of mercy to oar masters?”
“T do,” said an aged black man, who rose
ap before the fiery youth, tottering as he leaned
upou his oaken staff. “ I do;—because the
blessed Josus always talked of mercy. I know
we have been fed like hogs aud shot at like
wild beasts, Myself found the body of my
likliest boy under the tree where buckra rifles
reached himn. But thanks to the blessed Jesus,
I feel it in my poor heart to forgive them. 1
have been a member of a Methodist church
these thirty years, and I've heard mauy preach-
ers white and black; and they all tell me Jesus
said, Do good to them that spite you. Now
I say let ns love our enemies—let us pray for
them; and when our masters flog us, and sell
our piccaninnies, let us break out singing—

* You may beat upon amy body,
But you cannot harm my soul; :
1 shall join the forty thousand by-and-by.
‘You may sell my children to Gregory,
But you cannot harm their soul;
"They will join the forty thousaud by-and-by.

¢« Come slave-trader, come in too,
The Lord's got iardon here for you;
You shall jqin the forty thousand by-gud-by.
* Come poor nigger, come in too; '
The Lord’s got pardou heye for you;
You shall join the forty thousand by-and-by.

« My skin is black, but my soul is white:
And when we get to heaven we'll all be alike;
_We ghall joiu the forty thousund by-and-by.

Thats the way to glorify the Lord.”

Scarcely had the cracked voice ceased the
tremulous chant in ‘which: thége words were
uttered, when a loud altercation eommenced;
some erying out vehemently for the blood of
the white mon, others maintaining that the 1

)

THE GOOD NEWS. '

old man¥ doctrine was right. The blﬂ,‘g‘
rentained leaning on his staff, and mildly repli
to every outburst of fury, *“But Jesus 8a%
dogood for evil.” Loud rose the din of X!
ted ‘voices, and the disguised slavehol
shrank deeper into the shadow.

10 BE COKTINUED IN OUR NEXT.

FUNNY CHRISTIANS.”

As falling under this head, St Paul ba
specified two vices of almost unive
prevalence, viz, “foolish talking and jesting:
To these belong all merely vain and idle’
conversation and silly witticisms. Such
are not convenieut. :

1. Because they are unbecoming. Thef
would be considered unsuitable in a mA®
holding some high office of state. No™
the Christian holds a higher office than #
in the power of any earthly goverment®
bestow. He is a city set upon a hill, is t0
be a “living epistle,” an “example of th
believers,” in word and conversution, 8
well as in charity, purity, ete.

2, Because they are unprofitable. Noms?
whosemind is fully bent upon any importah®
end in this life, finds time or inclination ff
such waste of words. He endeavours ¥
make everything, even his leisure convers®
tion subserve the great end he has in vie¥
And shall Christians be less careful
They who are commanded to “redeem tF°
time,” to be as servants ¢ waiting for thel¥
Lord,” to be always ready, always lookif§
for and hastening unto” the coming of the
great and terrible day of the Lord § i

3 Because they are hurtful, They té"

to dissipate the mind, and unfitit for lligh",','
duties and enjoyments. “ ldle jeﬂt‘"b"
easily becomes a habit, and once fast@““':l
upon a Christian is sure to break out ofte
where it will be felt to be very unsgeml}"
It is unfriendly to serious conversatioth, -
meditation upon those things \}’h“n.
Timothy was commanded to give »h‘lmsei
« wholly” to; and especially is it linfm_ndi
to that frame of mind in which alove ¥
can hope to hold communion with ©
Father in heaven.
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A LOST LIFETIME.

A fow days ago, a young man in my
sh, died of a painful and sudden dis-
He was the son of an elder in the
, though not a member himsclf
8 kind and generous, and of a re-
fing spirit, he was courteous to all, and
£ular, especially with the young men.
Jout two weeks before his death, he com-
hicated to his mother his determination
Decome a Christian, aud the announce-
0‘”" caused a joy in that mother's heart,
4 Which it had been a stranger for a long
v([,ne' . The physician encouraged this
;m?“g man to believe that he should re-
b er, and his decision bécame more settled ;
0t alas! his disease took a course notan-
:‘Pate.d, and in about ten days after ,his
ession, his ease was ackowladged to be
t};’[*e‘-ess.' Hisextremities became cold, and
%elphysxcian remarked that unless these
Of‘:},d become warm, and the circulation
o blood be restored, it was useless to
Pe.  Every effort which a most loving
Mother could exert, and an attached sister
propose, was made to restore circu-
but after nearly an hour of cease-
P *truggle, nothing was sffected. The
Ysician  entered.
. ;‘ Well, doctor, they have been making
m ‘¥arm as toast, but my hands are very
y Wb, and now I want to know whether
m‘l‘ think I shall recover.”
w I#m ufraid you cannot.”
1 Well, then I can say, Thy will be done.’
ish, mother, you and sister M. would
B that sweot hymn with me.”
" this was done, and with a clear voice,
‘!0370“30-(1 them, But a gloomy thought
in g sited him, and an houror two after,
the gile; of the room, he was heard
th:"}" “Lost? lost! lost/” This surprised
94 Mother, and caused the immediate jn-
TY, % My san, are your hopes- feeble?’
r *“ No, mother but oh! my lost lifetime!
o twenty-four, and uutil a few weeks
an:fe’ Nothing had been done for Christ,
My verything for myself and my pleasures,
fuz‘i%n"pahi(ﬂw will think I've made a pro-
livg On in view of death, Oh!thatI conld
thinho meet this remark, and do some-
hig to show my sincerity, and to redeem
7 lo8t, my lost, lost life.”

OW true is it that it is more solemn to

Churey,
Alway

laﬁon'

[
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live than to die! Life determines the char«
acter of oune’s death-time. A lostlifetime!
1t is like a living body which has lost ita
heart. It is like tdhring out of abeautiful .
book all but the index of your life reader.

A lost lifetime! . Even toa Christian it is

like offering you a house, and robhing it
of its furniture, and taking away your
mother, father, sisters, and all your fiiends
ont of it, making it empty and solitary, and
putting, in the places of all these, the
ghosts of past sins sighing through thoso
empty and silent halls, Ah! it is more
solemn to live than to die. Take care,
young men, if you woull not sutfer the
sorrow of this dying young man: if you
would not in sorrow cry out, because ofa
lost lifetime, « O, my God, take me mnot
away in the midst of my days,” then Le
careful of the hours and days lo.t to your-
self, and to Christ, and toeternity.— Tract
Journal. '

KNOWLEDGE IS POWER.

Lord Bacon is usually cited as the author
of this proverb: and perhzps, as it stands
in the above form, he is. But Bacon was
a thorough student of his Bible, and many
of his wise sayings are traceable to it. So
is the proverb * Knowledge is power.”—
Louyg before the Lord Chancellor’s days,
Solomon had sid, “I am understanding,
1 bave strength” (Prov. viii. 14), connecting
the understanding and the strength to--
gether; and again, # A wise man scaleth tho
city of the mighty, and casteth down the
strength of the confidence thereof” (Rrov.
xxi. 22) ; and again, * A wise man is strong ;
yea,a man of knowledge increaseth strength”
(prov. xxiv. 8). Indeed the book of proverbs
is full of such allusions to the strength which
wisdom gives. And we cannot but notice
that the apostle thus links the two things
together in reference to Him who is ¢“the
wisdom,”—# Christ the power of Go1, and
the wisdom of God” (1 Cor. i.24). In
Rev, v. 12 also, “wisdom and strength” are
put together, in the song of the heavenly
praise to the Laab.
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THE WILL AND THE WAY..

«Where thore’s awill there's a way.”—
No adage is more true than this in all se-
cular pursuits, Let a man’s heartonce get
fairly embarked in any direction, and he
soon follows i6 with head, or hand, or purse
—or all combined. Every labour is cheer-
fully undertaken, every privation is cheer-
tully endured, if the beart is only in the
project.  The will notonly finds out a way,
but is ready to bear everything that is to be
eucountered in that way. ‘

We have read of a npaturalist who was
found—some years since—on the wild shores
of the Pacific, five thousand milesfrom his
comfortable home. He was wandering
alone upon the sea-side, collecting rare spe-
cimens of natural history for the cabinet
of the University of H What wero
privations, or leneliness, or scanty fare, or
the absence of loved houschold faces to
him? Was not his whole soul in search
for rare flowers, such as bloom in the Cali-
fornian plains, and for cunning shells, and
such as the Pacific sea casts upon its pebbly
strand? His heart was cnvested in that
enterprise; he was a self-devoted missionary
of science. The gold-hunts in the Sacra-
meonto and in the Sierra Nevada called forth
the same intensity of pursuit. Over the
pestilential Isthmus, through the tangled
thickets and swamps, out of sight and ci-
vilization, these dust-scekers pressed their
eager search. The will fouud the way.—
The will made the way.

Now, when a Christian is in down-right
earnest, he will carry the principle into his
religion. The will to serve God (given
him by the Holy Spirit), the willto honour
Christ, and_extend his ‘kingdom, and suve
gouh;, soon finds out manifold ways to work
in. The man manages to get to church,
howaever hot the sun streams down, or how-
ever fiercely the rain pours. His heartso
aches for his ragged class of “street-boys”
in the Sublath sonool, sthat a headacne is
of small moment to him. The day’s la-
bour may have been a  weariness to the
flesh;” but the bell rings for ‘the weekly
lecture, and every peal is welcome music.

his “Jiberal soul” is *made fat!”

THE GOOD NEWS.

Hecannot gfford to lose that lecture ’ﬁ
more than his pastor can afford to. b®
him absent, It is so on prayer-m ot
night. He will be mised if he ¥°)
council with tired limbs or sleepy eyef'b‘
His soul will miss the meeting too. ”
«fires up” his engine once more, and S?Hd&
out, weary as he is, to the blessed "¢
The neighbour who dropped in to talk s
politics or discuss stocks, does not d_"'b A
himm, His heart is at the meeting wﬁod!-
bandful of praying ones, and the o
«“follows suit,” And then, too, he o
give an extra five or ten pounds this ¥
to the Foreign Missions; he wants to m:'&”‘
a trifle in the new library for F——"y
Mission School; he wants a Lhons?ﬂd o
two of tracts to circulate through his ¥ o
and Widow V. ’s children have B0,
shoe to their feet. DBut where the®
will thero’s a way. God gives a true afd
souled Christian a sort of holy ingeu®! b
a sanctified sagacity in devising ¢ ways“,‘r
) demands of be“e”,d

means” to meet the |
lence. The Christian of huge heart wof
small purse will manage to fiud the H“’v o
which he wants for God's services 9“3,’,
though wife have to run up last Wil' ¢
bonnet without treating herself to
one. His old coat is pressed into an® 4
six monthe’ servic. The parlour 'f; v
wear its old suit of paper and its 889"},
looking carpet for aunother year.: [
makes himnself rich enough to meet al pof
extra calls on his meagre purse,and 08~

. I8
Such religion as this isa downﬂgh::r,w
joyment. 1t is a daily luxury. It18 "4
ing work into play, and drudgery mwgulf'
light. The heart lives in a consta®®® 4
shine; and all the aches, and paioé "y
bad humours, and rheumatisms, o
ments of thespiritual dyspeptic, o
no more about them than he knows "Mﬂ(
plague or the leprosy. But take the Y
out of religion, and what a bondng® "
comes! What an up-hill drudgery’ “pe
disciple becomes a galley-slave 'bleg"
prays as awhipped school-boy * Mo Cs
over his lesson, and takes the Blbl"ﬁc;no-
wayward child tukes a dose of MC Tiyys
His profession is a * tinkling cymbs* >
duties of the sanctuary are a weaty &pe
nance. His religion isa mockeryi &y o0
creeps at last into his selfish grave ¥ il
one single living deed of Christ-lik® ¥

an
he knO .
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"’S‘J}‘Vive him. Reader? is your whole
 hgy, D Your religion? Then your pastor will
A0 at least one member that he will not fear

e 083 and when you die, your monu-
(_ ac".nt will not blush to wear the noble in-
Uptjon, * ALWAYS ABOUNDING IN THE
"WOBx. o tur Lorp.—7. L. Cuyler.

JOSHUA’S RESOLVE.

—

&« 17
Lo Nﬁg for me and my house, we wili serve the

N Will not you imitate this example? The
inene_mble man who made this resolve, was one
high gtation; no less than the chief ruler of
ael, He had long experience that the
ice of the Lord was good. He urged the
ple to choose whom they would serve, but
eve Sured them that his mind was made up,
wven if he should be alone: “We will serve
Lo Lord.” Will not you also serve the
rd ? : :

When? «This day.” What other time

%;‘_Y,On choose? Yesterday wag, but is not.

morrow may be, and yet it may not be for
)‘;011. This day is your time to choose, as it
88 the time for Israel.
s But why should you serve the Lord? He
" B Jehovah, the maker of heaven and earth,
sessed .of all gooduess, excellence and
, 5‘“‘7; worthy of all love, obedience, confl-
_'f}lee, and praise. Of him we receive all
Ings richly to enjoy. And sbove all things
hi 1 our Redeemer, “who loved us, and gave
\meelf for ug,” that he might deliver us from
“of evil, from all enemies, and from the, wrath
M God.  And finally, he assures us that his
" rvantg shall be preserved unto life eternal,
for ever enjoy and glorify him. On the
m“tru_ry, if we forsake him he will forsake us,
hi 8ive us over to all evil and final ruin with
‘hs ehemies, who can neither deliver nor help
th, Dselves nor ns.  “Choose you, therefore,
. "8 day, whom ye will serve.”
" low W whatis 1t o serve the Lord? “To
hor Bim with all the heart,” to obey, trust, and
40U him. ~ This is the plain, simple truth.
18 God requires.
3 Is there not some difficulty in the case?—
m‘.’sh“a said to Israel, when they readily pro-
‘b : “Ye cannot serve the Lord, for he'is
l'eaOl‘y God” He knew how men aré more
fo dy to promise than to perform, and there-
i keyed them iu their eagerness, that they
8Lt nponder well their undertaking. So
in‘”?'on'e should “count the cost,” and engage
- the work with deliberation, and bewsare of
: of b ifficulties. Not difficulties in the nature
iag. S Bervice, but in our unholiness, our asso-
ationg, and the course of this world. By the
race of God and the help of his Spirit, we
8% engage to serve God and be sure of

. i
g

&
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success, His lovingkindnegs is rich, free, and
abundant; his Spirit working in us that which
is well-pleasing in his sight.

Set up the stone, then, or some meonument,
as a witness that you bave chosen the Lord to
be your God, and that you are bound unto
him in an everlagting covenant. Write it in

a book, that you may read it in time to come,
and keep it always in mind. Thus will the
Lord be your God, and you will be kis people.
~American Messenger.

SUDDEN DEATH.

Reader! did you ever see afriend drop in-
stantly from time into eternity? Four
yearssinee, I saw the body of a friend whom
I loved deposited in the grave. It was that
of a merchant, who retired to rest at alate
hour and was found dead in his bed in the
morning. Besidethat grave stood a young
man in the vigour of health, The mext day
that youngman while at work suddenly
stopped, and in five minutes he was in eter-
pity. The writer was commissioned to car-
ry thesad intelligence to his wife. Never

will he forget the scene that foflowed. It
was nearly night; the sun was just setting
on a lovely summer evening. The wifesat
watching at her door her husband’s return.
I tried to prepare her forthe bereavement of *
which she was yet ignorant, but when it was
inade known a long time passed beforc a
soothing word of consolation could beheard.
Within two months from that day that
young widow was called into eteruity al-
most as suddenly as her husband. And
why may not the reader be called as sudden-
Iy} Are you prepared for such a result ?—
isyour treasurelaid up inheaven ! Haveyou
a hope, a good hope,a hope that will be as an
anchor to the soul, both sure and steadfast,
in a dying hour? If your hope is one that
purifies the soul, yet have you done all for
Christ and his cause that you wish to do#—
Have you done all you desire to do for the
salvation of your friends who are on the
road to death §
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Religious Intelligence.

Calvanistic Mothodist-The Religious Inteli-
gencer (St. John) says, concerning the, great
revival which has been in progress in Wales
. during the last two ycars:

“ As to igures, it appears that the Calvan.
istic Mothodists, who are probably thelargest
body in Wales, have had the greatest acces-
sion to their numbaers; 36,000 have been ad-
ded to them, over 33,930 to the Independent
body, 10,900 to the Baptists, 4,500 to the
Weslevan Mothodists, and 20,000 to the
Tipiscopal €hurch,~thus making one hun-
dred thousapd in all”

Romish Decline in Ireland.~In 1845 the
popuiation of Ircland was well-nigh nine
millions. Three millions—a number equal
to the entire pepulation of Scotland—in the
course of the entervening fiftecn years disap-
peared, in conseqienze of famine and emigra-
tion.” The famine fell most heavily on the
Popish portion of the pcople, and the emi-
gration has proceeded mainly from the same
class, It is perhaps unnecessary to tell you
that of the multitudes who found their way
to the United Btates, a very large proportion
renounced Popery ; and the same thing may
be affirmed in regard to those who landed in
Australis, New Zcaland, and other parts of
our colonial empire, We are, however, look-
ing at present only to Ircland; and, although
the emigration has, from the American crisis,
received a temporary check, it may be ex.
pected to go on feeding itself by the large
sum sent home by emigrants to bring out
their friends. Then, both in the south and
west of Irelard for several years there has
been a constunt and rising tide of emigration
of Scotch settlers ; so that the All-wise seems
now about to settle a plantation from Scot
land in Munster a8 he did in Ulster two cen-
turies ago. All these scttlers, permeating

the provinces with Protestantism, are sever- |-

ally and collectively a powerful weapon in
the hands of him

“ Who moves in a mysterious way,

His wonders to perform,” '
for an aggresive warfare against the anti-
Christian system. Then look at the very
blunders of Rome herself, so lohg protending
in Ireland to be the fricnd of liberty, and at
lengtha completely throwing off the mask in
getting up that very foolish expedition of
the Irish Italian brigade,

Progress in Italy—~Italy, we rcjoice to
Yearn, the work of evangelization is progres-
ing with giant strides, Mr M'Dougall, the
Free Church missionary at Florence, nar-
rated to the Irish Assembly a variety of
checring incidents in the history of the con-
solidating of the Italian kingdom within the
last few weeks, The Irish Presbytgrian
Church, we may notjee, contributed no less
& sum last year than £13,000 for Italian
cvangelization ; and to it, therefore, the

almost universal violation of this ©

THE GOOD NEWS.

o
statement by Mr. M'Dongall as to the :dor

Italian law of liberty came with all the % g,
of tidings from a far distant land. 1“"""%
ing to'the Bardinian law of frecedom, x o
has been earried over into Ttaly, with ¢ %.“9
ception of Rome and the territory of V"{"ﬁ,w 4
both of which are longing for their 1o ol
right, the colporteur travels about unmo ™ g -
with his pasport and permits, as the V‘;‘%

of religious books. The church¥® 4 :
have been thrown opcn to ProtestaBt oy
Catholic dead without distinction. e
government of the common schools 188 7y
tuken out of the hands of the prics r; B

liberty of discussion in religious matte o
been declared to be no crime in the € 7¢ s

the law, What is most fortunate at s“c'w‘ :
time, js, thut theve in ready to hand, thc‘ "
dati Bible, 300 years old, a translationl =g
rior, some think, to our English vcm"?ﬂy
the German edition of Luther and the ©7g
ent Waldensian Church. The studePly dr
the Waldensian Church, who cnjoy_ed
residence in ¥lorence during the ‘,me
spring months, are now employing " g
holiday in tours of c¢vangelization 8B "
portage. In reference to colportage, W s -
state thut Mr, M'Dougall estimates thY, st -
of Bibles last year in all Italy ot be¥e)
40,000 and 50,000 copiess I never (B8 3hgs |
felt such a thrill of pleasure in my b % e
when I learned that a<:olport.cm'_Wl’s i
Florence last spring, laden with Bible® cob
religious treatises, had journied . "‘;e’gl! ~
through the States of the Church T8 rﬁfb‘
taken from the Pope, and, after selling oy
and left without 1t or hindrance, ba
arrived at Naples?” And though Do* “oad
box of both Bibles and religious boo 3 0¥
forwardud to Naples, a depot propose. . @f
established there did not really ¢S5 of
some months ; for cach box was emp ]
its contents a day or two after its arrivey.
carnest entreaties were sent for more:

Knceling at prayer.~—As the abov® P W,
tice, and simmilar inovations, seem™ . (W
gaining.ground in varjous tiectlol}fl . th’,:
Presbyterian Church, under the 1 "t n, )
they Lave the sanction, of ancient G“fre i
not of Scripture, it may be both int¢ e
and instructive to those lovers ot‘a)o,v
learn the opinion of an English Cl; .
on the subject. I refer to Dr. Staplelr upo
fessor of Eclesiastical History at 0x{0%qre!
has the following passage in his ¥ 0 ,pd'
on the History of the Eastern Churc of NI
196 Speaking of the great C"““"‘“hich"'?
or Nicea, which met 4. p. 325,and X {wp!l
composed of 318 bishops, assemble
parts of Christendom, he says ;| wenﬁ‘ "

% Qne . regulation alone—the * en &%
canon—related to worship~that ¥ in (W”
joins that, on every Sunday, an cosh ﬁ
worship between Easter and Pente ol
devotions of the people shall be perqbe 1

standing,” kneeling is forbiden;ng,,‘ﬁ.
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t,‘.z‘:m churches, at the present duy, illus-
Mﬁh our remoteness from the time and
(Y TY of the Nicene fathers. To pray.
was, in public worship, believed to
Lhy o0 8n apostolical usages It is still
Riversal practice in the Kastern Church,
';:‘y on Bunday, but on week days.
take, the West, knecling has gradually
Beoy) its place ; and the Presbytcrians. of
%nd, and at times the Lutherans of Ger-
thil,"e probably the only Occidental
T .""“\l} who now observe the one only
¢ laid down for Christian
“Wpot Xcumenical Council.”
Thoy, ¥ill our moderr innovators say te this?
Wy the posture in worship be in itself a
Aty  Of indifference, yet it is not a
K&tl; of indifference for & minister or a con-
or 2 t0 introduce changes without the
Drey T 1Y of the Church, and ir opposition to

:h'"e bee

worship by

ing feeling, or, if they will, prejudice.
Chy : are, it is belicved, some of our Free
by tay congregations who greatly need to
Ny hght & lessom on this subject ; and it
gy 1P to enlighten them to be told that
mi:.nno‘mtions are a departure from the
Aty &“e and apostolic usages of the Church.
chmelll».nchol_y symptom of the state of
h wurch when a great stir is made about
g8 as organs, hymns, and postures
Cr— Correspondence of Guardian.

WORLDY CHRISTIANS.

—

_ 'Q'Undﬂ!' the mistake that religion has Jit-

ay do with his ordinary life, many a
inrt:PP%rs, at different times of the day,
“70 separate characters, In the morn-

in, .
ing he €nters his closet, prays to the Father

3 'di:mt’ and fecls there-his soul full of

47

¥
Vith

\

[

q&me affections and hopes, But he leaves

, Dalloweq retirement for Bis labor or
Wy through the day. He works, he
Othi,.ng' he acts as if his religion had
'€ %8 do with his life now, or hislife

od; and his soul 'is barren of
reuly joys He returns to his closet
- "‘. evening time; but his chafed,
A‘tr’a;y;fmtv that has been so long kept
Qo s :a?l the founuain of'its life, finds

Lorg hy peace, and ha wonders why

. oy has.forsaken him. ke need not
. Bol;ha’, he marvel would be, if the
bt e would sunction this attempt to

_as““de_l’ what He has joined topeth-

L3 fro l"Wel'—religicm from a life to an

Cgigp. " 8 habitual worship to an oc-
Raj P

. Prayer,— Life for' God.
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- LIVE FOR SOMTHING,

Thousands of men ‘breathe, and live; pass |
off tha siage of life, and are heard of no mores
Why? They did notdo a particleef
in the world ; and none were blest by thein,
none could point to them as the instruments
of their redemption; not & life they wrote,
not & word they spoke, eould be recalled,
and so they perished—their light went out
in darkpess, awd they were not 1emembered
more than the insects of yesterday., Will
you thus live and die, O roan immortal !—
Live for something. Do good, and leave
behind you a monument of virtue that the
storms of time can mnever destroy., Write
your name by kindness, love, and mercy,
on the hearts of the thousands you come in
contact with year by year, and you will never
be forgotten. No, your name, your deeds,
will be aslegilile on the hearts youleave be-
hind, as the stars on the brow of evening.
Good deeds will shine as brightly on the
carth as the stars of heaven.—Dr Chaliners.

Shall 8 Periodical be Prayed for?

The church which does not habitually
pray for its minister cannot expect any de-
cided blessing upon bhis lJabours. It istrue
that such blessings may deseend in answer
to his own prayers, and in spite of the in-
difference of his people; but that church
has no business to expect it, and ought to
mingle its rejoicings for the blessing with
repentance for its own indifference. Itisa
settded point, that the ministry cannnot
perform its work unsustained by the pray-
ers of God's people.

Ought it then to be expected that the
religious periodical shall perform its work
without the same support? That work is,
inmany respects, the same kind with that of
the minister of Jesus Christ, while the
range of its influence is immensely wider.
The minister can only speak to afew hun-
dreds; often less than a single hundred.—
The periodical audience is with the thou-
sands, Probably the sheet which conveys
this article will be read by some thousand
persons.  What an audience is this!—
Ought not then the periodical be prayed
for, that its conduetors may have the spirit
of wisdom, of asound mind, and of their
Lord and Master? Its conduct is a great
and difficult work, weighed down with res-
pousibility, suspending interests vast as the
years of eteruity,
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FFLICTION. In this work all olasses of our resders M. ge

1C A .. ON \ gage, but especially would we like 10 nﬁ%
J Canxor éall affliction sweat, puinber of females, as we have always fou .
And yeat ‘twas good to bear able and devoted distributors. P

Affliction brought me to Thy feet
And I found comfort there

The Gospel Message- ,ndﬁr
Is o small periodical we publish moﬂﬂ’lyor 1l

) . o’ substantially & Gospel tract of four pages '
M): \v?ane\l soul was all resign d Gospel tracts of twg pages each, or fouf ¢é
T> Thy most glorious will; tracts of one page each. " gail
Oh! haq [ kept that better mind It 18 well adapled for distribion on the Lo, b
Orb Heted stil! onrx, steamers, ut the diamissal of congrega™ "o o
r been afil:ciod still. houschold visitation, and wherever (108pe .
: v el ) can be circulated. [
W’h‘g}re are the VOWS W hich then Tvow'd, | ™1, %5 aer that we may supply these as 91,921;‘1
e joys whick threa I knew? possible, the matter of The Message will at v

first for some time in The Evangelizer; #0 :
will be able. to send One Hundred and pwew,;
copies of The (tospel Message by post 10

Those vanish’d ke the morming  cloud,
These like thé early dew.

] . . s of Canada for 50 cents, el
Lord, g‘a;"t me grace for e ory da-y ! To those who have the opportunity of s::y o
. Whate'er my state may be, ing, but cannot afford to purchase, a8 mly ihe®
Through lite, it death, with truth to say, | they can virculate, we will be glad to supp
o \IO God is all 9 gratis as far as the Lord enables us. g
My God 1s all to me. For the gratuitous cireulation of EvanE™™ .

and Gospel Message.

N
THE GOOD NIWS. . Donations e &
A Semi-monthly periodical, devoted to the Re- | Are thankfully reccived. The ﬁp?‘f’:nd w
‘ligious Educatiou of ghe aid and young.—Publish- | leaflets of truth, is with us a work of fait ent ,1‘
ed on the Ist and loth of every month, ut Une { bor of love. We spend our time, our talel’ onf

boliar. our substance, without expecting or deﬁ"‘r;gww/ i
It contains: Lenefit, but such as the Lord sees ﬁt't.o opl® #
1. Original and Selected articles, on practical | %o that if He should stir up any of His pe -Jn“’

Religion. help us with their substance it will be that

2. Revival intellige nce and accounts of the va-

received und acknowledged.
rious Christian wovements for the ameliovation of

ey Gobbath fa Colporteurs. o

2. A Scripture Lesson for every Sabbath in the - . .
vear adepted to assist pareuts and teachers. We have now Eight Colportenrs, Wltl;‘l’icnﬁ"’:[
“ 4. News of the ohurches in Canada. heir time to the distribution of our PW e S
5. A sermon from some living Preacher, v;"hom “l"ke ""’;’l"“e"‘.l 'tt(-), thed S“m:{:tian “l,“:nd g
249~ Back numbers can be supplied. those witoin they visit, and tv the cu ¢
M—— nbers ¢ ev pplied &7 ing of the Great Head of the Church. noﬁ“‘:
THE KVANGELIZER. The sphere of usefulness is wide, and the nu,,n;‘

) at i * youn
A religious periodical, unscctarian in charactet | 0 1tp,° rte(;lm %rea‘.’f: o ;h:“f 3“%0 Y;’;‘wf ﬂi‘wd
and devoted exclusively to the advancement of p“i i(a.“ ac “'lt') 18 .:hp‘ose they Wil

the Kingdom of God In the world, is published to- work, in connection with us they

P 3 h to communicate with us direct: Mﬂ
wurds the end of every month, at 25 cents per an- enoug 5 R ns fof “og®
num, or 50 copies of one issue for o dollar. ™ A Scherne of Sabbath School Lesso .

The mutter of The Evangelizer consists of ar- Subtath' in 1861, is supplied by post for
ticles original and selected, und is adapted toar- per dozen,

©ase siuneis, direct inquirers, and quicken God’s ROBERT KENNED‘ (’}j\’.
propie: . o Pie_sfgfﬁ_/ .
lu order that the Lord’s work may be advanced, - e o ‘
we offer The Evangelizer for : LOCAL AGENTS
Gratuitous Circulation, Brockville, Overill's Toy & Fancy storé

e are anxious that our p:per shiotid circulate Kempville, J. 8. Beddingfield,
a:mony the carless and the iniidel, as well as among | Spencerville, William lrie,
tie religions, Many of tiese we know, will nat Garafraxa, A. Lighthoby. . i the
sabseribe for, nor support 4 paper such as ours, Subscribers in these localities will ge }
bat we wizgh it to circalate amongst thew, notwith- | Evaxerrizer by calling on the above. !
stauding.  Aund the way it can be duae is this, ~ G! P
Reader, suppose in your Jocality, schooj-scetion, H ’
conyregation, village or town, there are twenty, We h thi PB’}I}JTIN;)I d to add 00:
thipty, or fifty families, or wmore, which you could .(f “lvler o mogto X eenl enaz :ios of W
conveniently visit vnéz a month, If you wish to :Il.\ ‘;"",’ Y %0 our dc and b‘l'.“”e
¢o them goad, send to us for as many papers as | Wb We are prepared to pu ish, ™
shere are families,  Ii there be fifty families, we SERMONS, PAMPHLETS, o
will send fifty copies each njonth. Trke thein round | gnq anything else of a chavacter Kindred L
—hand them kindly to every one of the lifty who publicixtiom:, /
will recieve them, no matter by what nume they | - : ROBE
are named. When you hand thew in, speak »| PRINTED AND PUBLISED BY whot®.
word for Christ. 1t will“be a good opportunity KENNEDY, Prescorr, C. W. to w’

f.r you. If you sre not able to do so, leave the! communications and contributivn®
Lord himself to speak through the paper. addressed prepaid,




