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- ' ARTICLE IIL
Ox Tre Day or THE SABBaTH,

That indifference to the Sabbath, which prevails, to a great estent, in

this country, may be traced to the impious assertions that are made by
persons who hate the restraitits which the Sabbath imposes.
. Some assert that the Sabbath is abolished ; others say that ony day
may be set apart for the Sabbath as well as the first day of the week.
Some affirm, that if mankind render to God & seventh portion of their
tinge, it is pot itnportant whet, or in what way, this tribute is giveh, The
Qualkers, for example, in some places, keep half a day during the week,
and give the half of the Lord's day: and, again, there are some who
choose to dispute when the Sabbath should begin and end.

A statement of the truth is the best thing that can be opposed to such
reckless and impious speeches. Such a statement is due io the interests
of the truth ; and it is also necessary to guard the youth of the church
sgainst the moral poison which is disseminated so plentifully around them,
Jt.is hoped that the following ressons will meet these assertions, and re-
fute them, .

1. The Sabbath cannot be abolished.
.1t has been shown that the Sabbath is essential to the well-being of
mankind, and that wherever intelligent and moral beings exist, there must
be institutions similar to the Sabbsth. Sooner will the eternal foundations of
rectitade be destroyed, than the Sabbath be abolished : God will nct doiit;
man is not competent to do it; no earthly king or government has power
todo it. Man may refuse to acknowledge the relations subsisting betwéen
him and the Creator ; but his refusal will not relieve him from the obliga-
tions arising out of these relations. The Sabbath is not a ceremonial
institution which might or might not have existed. It is 2 permanent in-
stitution, and inseparable from the social state. It is equally proper under
astate of innoceney, and v nder 2 dispensation of tnercy. It can never be-
come obsolete and useless ; but in proportion as the saints of God increase
in knowledge and in virtue, they will anticipate and desire the Sabbath with
delight ; and asan evidence of the importance of the Sabbath, the heavenly
rest is set forth to us under the emblem of 2 Sabbath.
11, 'The alteration of the day by God does not imply the abolition of the
Sabbath, nor the extension to man of a liberty to order the time of the
Sabbath. :

The alteration of the day, without injury to the interests of morality, is

vonceivable. The Sobbath might have been celcbrated on the secong or
N
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the fourth day of the week, instead of the seventih or first ; and no injury
would have been done to society nor inconvenience experienced; still it iz a
reflection on the Divine wisdom to say, that any day might have been set a-
part for the Sabbath, as well as the seventh or first, The Bivine mind does
not act from capricious motives, but from the most perfect wisdom ; al~
though God is absolute in his authority, he is not arbitrary in the exer~
cise cf it; and if the seventh day was appointed, us it appears to have
been from the creation, then there must have been some resson or fitness
in the appointment which superseded the possibility of a better § the
Sabbath might possibly have been celebrated on the fifth day of the week,
but its observance would not have been enforced by the consideration, that
on that day God rested, and contemplated his works, and blessed them ;
this is & reason which makes the seventh the most proper day for the
Sabbath.” The seventh day being fixed for the Sabbath, it cannot be al-
tered until some greater reason or fitness arise in the dispensations of Di-
vine Providence, which shall require the change. If, therefore, any altera-
tion takes place, there must be a greater propriety in the new appointment
than in the old; and the new appointment, instead of mplying that the ob«
ligation to keep the Sabbath is weakened, is an express recognition of the
permanency of the institation, and an argument why the Sabbath cannot
be abolished. The change must be made by the same high authority
which gave the original institution, and it must be characterised by a
greater degree of fitress ; but with all this man has nothing farther to'do
than to keep carefully the new appointment, which, instend of giving him
a liberty to use freedom with the time of a sacred institution, renders its
observance more imperative ; and which, instead of injuring the mterests
of morality, carnot but strengthen them. : :

III. The change which has taken place possesses all the requisite chae
racteristies of an authoritative change,

It was made by Divine authority, but where 1s the express command %
Again, it is replied, there is none. Every doctrine of revelation must be
learned in the way in which it is taught.

In the Old Testament, there is at ieast one passage, in which thereisa
direct allusion to the change of the day.

Ezekiel (43 : 27) says, ‘ And when these days are expired, it shall be,
that upon the eighth day, and so forward, the priests shall make your burnt
offerings upon the altar, and vour peace offerings ; and I will accept you,
saith the Lord God.” The former part of this chapter refers to the re-
building of the temple at Jerusalew, but the latter, to the introduction of
the gospel dispensation. The days that were to expire were those of the
Mosaic dispensation ; after the expiration of these days, the services of
religion are to be presentedon the eighth day, and so forward, and services
80 offered, Gud promises to accopt. .

But the full proof is farniched by the New Testament. !
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In John xx. 19, 26, there is direct proof; here is the beginning of the
Christian Sabbath. On the evening of the day of the resurrection, ¢ being
the first day of the week,” ¢ the disciples were assembled,” then came
Jesus ond stood in the midst, and said unto them, Peace be unto you.
And after eight days again his disciples were within—then came Jesus,
the doors being shut, and stood in the midst and said, Peace be unto you.”
From that time the resarrection of Jesus hos been commemorated by
Christians on the first day of the week,

From Acts, ii. it appears that the outpouring of the Spirit on the day of
Pentecost, happened on the Christian Sabbath, when the diseiples were
met together for social worship. In Acts, xx. 7, there is an instance of a
Glentile church meeting for public worship and the dispensation of the Sa-
erament of the Supper, on the first day of the week, Sixty years after
the Gospel dispensation had commenced; 8 day was observed by the
churches of Asia Minor, and called the Lords Day (Rev.i. 10}, which
was the first day of the week, and at that time {ully established as.the day
on which Christians met for social worship.

Church history shows, that the observance of the first, in preference to
the seventh day of the week, was frequently a subjset of discussion during
the first two centuries. Jgnatius, & companion qf the Apostles, says,
¢« Liet us no more sabbatize, but Iet us keep the Lo:d’s day on. which our
lifearose.” Justin Martyr, who lived in the first and second centuries,
says, ¢ On the day, called Sunday, is-an assembly of all who live in the
city or country, and the Memoirs of the Apostles, and the writings of the
prophets, are read ; the reasons assigned by the Christians of his time
were, because, it was the day on which the creation of the world began,
and on which Christ arose from the dead.” Irenaeus, a disciple of Poly-
carp, who was the disciple of the Apostle John, says, * On the Lord's
day, every one of us Christians keeps the Sabbath.,” During the perseca-
tion in the third century, the observance of the Lprd’s day, was considered
abadge of Christianity ; and many, who, ‘on examination, confessed that
they were observers of that day, were eondemned and put to death. Thus,
there is ample authority for observing the first day of the week as the Sab-
bath, even though there is no express precept for it.

Moreover, it is the opinion of some eminent men, that the first day of
the week is the seventh in order from the creation; so that the Apostles,
in introducing the change, which they were certainly warranted to do, only
veturned to the original day of the Sabbath ; the Jewish Sabbaih having
beeun put back to the sixth day of the week, in commemoration of the de-~
liverance of the Israelites from Egyptian bondage, and on account of
which alteration the Sabbath was said to be ‘¢ sign’’ to thera. Ifit were
g0, the one alteration became a precedent for the other; and if ths
deliverance of Fsrael from Egyptian bondage, was a sufficient reason
for rendering the sixth day commemorativs, and a motive for the obsery-
ancs Gf it 83 Sebbath, much more is the resurrection of Christ, which ise
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proof of his being the Son of God ; and an evidence that #at sacrifice, up.
o which the happiness of millions depended, was accepted ; a fit reason
for relurning to the original day, and furnishes 2 strong argument for !he
diligent observance of it.

But whet must be thought of the conduct of those who divide the txme'of
the Sabbath between two days, or fix & day suitable for themselves?. Oan
the systeni, which encourages such wanton liberties with & Divine institu-
tion, promote Christian humility ? Does it not rather tend to foster pride?
Ts it not presumptuous to assume the prerogative of Deity, and alter his
laws to suit the'pleasure or convenience of man ?

What better judgment can be formed of the conduct of those who begin
the day at six o'clock on the evening of Saturday, and end it at six o'cloek
on the evening of the following day? It is not difficult to ascertain when
the Sabbath should begin. Our Lord did not rise out of the grave at the
end of the Jewish Sabbath: but between its expiration and the dawn of
the following light ; so thet the commeneement of the Sabbath with the
time when the other days of the week begin, is sufficiently nearto the
period of the Lord’s resurrection.

- The uniform cbservance of the day of the Sabbath, is as'imperative as'g
Divine command can make it ; and it is also necessary to give to the Sah«
bath all that moral influence which it ought to exert upon Society,

T B R S A

* THE EXTENT OF THE ATONEMENT.

Tris is a very vexed question, and were it one merely of doubtful dis-
pumuon. and mot vital inits importance, on the great subject of Justi-
fication, we might avoid the discussion of it, as entjrely controversial. But,
inasmuch as the extent of the atonement depends upon its nalure, the en~
quiry will, I trust, be at qnce entertaining and proﬁtable.

I. Let us recall a few leading principles herelofore settled,

1. In the government of a holy God, an innocent being cannot suffer,
To suppose that God would lay the punishment of sin—or treat a moral
being, entirely free from sin, @S 8 sinper, by delivering him up to suffer, is
to charge God foolishly.

2. The sufferings of Jesus were by appointment of God, therefore. as
he had no sin of his own,

8. He must have suffered for the sins of some other person or persons.
1 say person, because, e

" 4, We have seen, that the idea of a person representing or acting:
morally for 2 natuire, for a mcre abstraction that never existed, and never
could exist, is a speculation .00 foolish to claim serious attention.

5. Jesus, in acting and suffering for persons, stood in their moral rela~
tions-~he occupied their place—he bore their legal responsibilities, For,
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0. There is no other reasonable solution of that stupendous moral phe-
nomenon, presented on the cross of Calvary. If Jesus did not legally
bear the sins of some others than himself, then his sufferings, by appoint-
ment of God, exhibit the monster crime of the universe, and God is its
author. Hence it is evident,

7. That Jesus did suffer for sin. But sin is a personal matter; and
the sin that caused his death, must have been the sin of some human per-
son or persons,

8, The person or persons whose sins lay on Jesus, and caused his
death, ave his principals ; thatis, they sre the persons for whom he acted
and suffered—whose sin ¢ he put away by the sacrifice of himself.”
Hence,

-9, They whose sins  he bore in his own body on the tree,” whose sins
he suffered for—(because this is what is meant by his bearing them)—
cannot, without the most palpable - violativn of all right, and law and jus-
tice, be themselves constrained to suffer for the same sins. ¢ Shall not the
judge ofall the eerth do right Therefore,

10. The atonement—the satisfaction rendered to divine justice, is as ex-
tensive o0, as the sheep of Christ’s flock, and no more—the atonement is
as-long and as broad ag the salvation of God. Or in other words, they
whose sins are washed out in the bloed of Calvary, must be saved, and none
others can be. ‘¢ 'There is none other name ynder heaven, given among
men, whereby we must be saved.,”” In other words, They, and all they
for-whom Christ died—for whom he paid the ransom, or price of redemp-
tion, will be saved, and none others. To maintain any other doctrine, is
to ebandon the atonement altogether.,

To this agrees the language of the Bible. ¢« Christ loved the Church and
gave himself for it.” ¢ He was wounded for our transgressions—bruised
for our iniquities, the chastisement of our peace, was laid upon him, and
by his stripes we are healed.”” <« I lay down my life for the sheep.” <* My
sheep hear my voice and they follow me, and I give unto them eternal life,
and they shall never perish; neither shall any pluck them out of my
hands,”

II. Proof from Sacrifices.

To this agrees the doetrine of sacrifices. The victim is ofiered up for
the worshipper, ¢ to make utonement for him.” The saerificial and scape
goats, on the great day of atonement, bear the sins of the chureb, or con<
gregation of the Lord. We shall search in vain in the sucred volume,
for a-sucrifice that was offered indefinitely, for no person, or any at sll, or
any one indiscriminately. And the reason is plain. There is no such
sacrifice ; and in the very nature of the thing there can be none such, Be-
cause there can be no indefinite sin—ne sin committed by persons indefi~
nitely. Sin is rlways = personal raatter, and until some man shall poine
out indefinito sin, it will be vain and foolish to tslk of indefinite atonement
for sin,
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L. Proof from the general vpinions of Men,

But this principle is found also, in the common sense of mankind, as it
is embodied in their legai enactments and their commercial regulations.
Every where, their responsibilities are personal and special ; never indefi-
nite. To talk of an indefinite satisfaction for an offence against the laws
of the land, or the indefinite payment of a debt, or the indefinite obhgauon
for a debt, is to utter incomprehensible and indefinite folly.

1V. Proof from the idea of Redeeming,

The same is evinced by all the language and imagery which represent
thizdoctring as a redemption. Here Christ is the Redeemer—~the one who
purchases back the lest property of God, viz: his people, who are carried
away captive by sin and Satan. They are his redeemed ones. The price
which he pays for them,—the ransom, is that atonement which by his
death he renders to the law, which had sold them into captivity.

Duly to appreciate the force of these expressions, it is necessary to bear
in mwind, that human language is greatly influenced and modeled by human
customs. Many habits of society it is necessary to understand, as a means
of arriving at the true meaning of its lenguage. Among the ancient cus-
toms of this nature, is that of making slaves of the prisoners of war; and
the consequent custom of recosering these again tu freedum, Ly purchase.
Very frequently wealthy friends interpose in behsif of unfortunate prison-
ers. In this case, the price demanded for their release is not in proportion
to their value. For the sons of the weslthy were likely to be less worth,
as slaves, than the sons of the poor. . But the price of redemption, or the
ransom, was designed to be proportioned to the wealth and influeace of the
friends at home. The will of the master fixes its amount; and the pay-
ment of the ransom is part of the work or process of redemption. .ftis,
however, only a part of it. The mere Jelivering of a sum of maney iato
the hands of 2 man, unaceompanied by & declaration of the intextion, is not
a purchase. It may, perhaps, be a deposit, but it does not necessarily im-
ply a contract. It may be for safe-keeping. It may be in payment ofa
debt, It may be a donation. The transaction has no moral or legal cha-
racter, unless the purpose be declared, and unless it be agreed to by the re-
ceiver. 'Then, and then only, caa it be considered as a ransom, when the
buyer and the seller of the captive both view it assuch, and are both
agreed, the one to give, and the other to receive it. ‘Thus the redeeming of
a captive issubstantially a covenant between two parties for the benefit of
a third ; and when the terms are complied with by the redeemer, he has &
elaim of right to the release of the third party : the full vindication of
which claim completes the operation, called redemption.

Such were the customs of the world which gave rise to that language of
the Bible, that seis forth the work of salvation as a redemption. ‘Thus,
Christ redeemed his people from the curse of the law. Hes gave himeelf
ransom for all of them.  Henco, they are hought with « price, and are not
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their own; nor do they uelong to the world or the devil; they are
Chirist's,

Now, all such lunguage is calculated to deceive u'a, unless it be true,
that Jesus haos certain friends and brethren, who, by fraud and deception,
force and violence—have been carried away eaptives, and sold under sin,
and whom it is his purpose to recover to their original state of holiness,
happiness, and freedom. But on this supposition, all is plain, and obvi-
ous, and forceful. Let it be conceded, that an immense multitude of per-
sons are given to him by the father, and that he has undertaken to bring

them all to glory ; and this language about redemption has a t. suty and a
force altogether worthy of the glorious subject.  Of this multitude, Jesus is
the Redeemer. This redeeming, of course, includes the payment of the
ransom and the release of the ransomed.

1. The payment of the ransom or price of redempiion, which is death,
Matih. xx. 28, *the son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to
minister and to give his life a ransom (lutron—a price of redemption) for
many.” Psalm xlis. 7, ¢ none of them can by any means redeem his
brother, nor give to God a ransom for him.” Here the ability to redeem,
that is, to buy back to life, his brother, is denied ; yes, even the ability to
pay the price. A man might be able to pay the ransom required to restore
his brother to freedom, and at the same time be unable to vindicate the
rights of his purchase. But neither of these is the case. No man is able
to pay to God the ransom ; much less is any able to release the soul from
death. Jesus Christ says, **I wili ransom them from the power of the
grave; I will redecm them from death; O death, I will be thy plagues ;
O grave, I will be thy destruction.” Hos. xiii. 14; and again, * for the
Lord hath ransomed Jacob and redeemed Israel.”  Jer. xxxi. 11, Here
again is the distinction marked between ransoming and redeeming-—bs-
tween the payment of the price and the deliverance of the persons for
whom it is paid.

2. The restorating to their former state of freedom and happiness is the
miain part of redemption : it includes the other ; for when the price is paid,
and there is power to vindicate the rights it creates, this follows of course.
The other is presupposed ; so that, in a just administration, you ean infer
from the actusl release of the sinner from the consequences of sin, viz :
death, that death has been suffered for him—the price has been paid. Ac-
cordingly, it is affirmed, Gal, iii, 13, * Christ hath redeemed us from
the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, cursed
is every one that hapgeth on a tree.”  And Peter, iv. 18, says,  ye were
not redeemed with corruptible things. such as silver .and gold, from your
vain conversation, received by tradition from your fathers, but with the
precious blood of Christ.” And Titus, ii, 14, Chyist * gave, himself for
us, that he might redesm us frum 2l injquity.” The actual release isa
very important=—it is in reality the all timportant item in the work of x..



152 FProof from Redemption.

demptioi. Without it, there is no redemption at all 1 .without it, what ia
the payment of the ransem, but an exhibition of fully or weakness, or both ?
Without it, no song of gratitude can ever burst from living lips. Who will
ever thenk and praise a Redeemer that left him in bondage * Ifthey had
only bad the price paid for them-~if they had been left, notwithstanding, in
sin and misery, could ever the elect of God have struck the lofty notes of
that *¢new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open
the seals thereof ; for thou wast slain, and hast redeeced us to God by
thy blood?”’ Rev. v. O.—thou hast purchased——paid a price for us,
Surely, this Song belongs only to those who are paid for, and restored tg
everlasting joys. Hence, Paul says, Heb. ix. 12, Christ hath ¢ obtained
eternal redemption for us ¢” and this is the redemption, the releasing,
which Luke says the faithful in Israel looked for (ii, 38). The same origi-
nal word is used to signify the releasing of the persecuted saints, Heb. xi.
85, ** others were tortured not accepting deliverance”—redemption—re~
Jease from their aftliction, i. e. not accepting it on the terms offered by
their persecutors; viz; upon condition they renounce their religion.
Hence, again, I infer, the leading and principal idea in redemption is, the
restoration of the redeemed to their former state, and the secondary idea,
as to importance, but primary as to order of time, is the purchase or pay-
ment of the ransom. ) ’
This Jesus eflected, when he died on the cross, and said, * it is finish-
ed;” the vindication of his rights thence aceruing, he effects by the pqwei‘
of his spirit in the entire work of sanctification. Our present concern is to
shew, that the purchase and release are co-extensive. Christ paid the
ransom for all who shall ever be by him brought to glory-—for all who shall
ever * sing the new song.” Not one of that immense throng shall be
guilty of affirming an untruth, when he shall say to the Redeemer—
*« thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood.” But He ye-
deemed no more. Mot or.e of that other and doleful multitude who shall
go away, shall be allowed to strike up, as he starts on his downward
course into the fires of an endless hell, the note, *¢ thou wast slain, dnd
hast redeemed us to God by thy bleod.”” Who, of all the lost spirits-of
hell, will venture to blacken his own guilt and sink himself deeper in the
abyss of woe, by uttering such a falsehood and disturbing the chorus of
perdition? 'What foul-mouthed fiend will dare to assault heaven, and inu=
sult the judge, who has just pronounced his irrevocable doom, by thus
charging the Son of God with offering a vain oblation—paying a price for
him which did not secure him? What case hardened demon will thus
flout the efficacy of atoning blood ? Dwells there in all hell such effrontery
as to affirm, Jesus ¢ gave himself for me !¢ hie died for my sins !~
he paid the ransom for me !—he purchased me !—he took away my sing !—
he died as much for me as for those who yonder go into life eternal ! !
Ah! No. Thisignorance, presumption, and blasphemous arrogence, is
&'sin of earth only. Neither heaven nor hell can thus trifle with atoning
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blovd. Neither angel nor devil, neither sinner lost or saved, will be found
thus contemptibly to think or speak of the groans of Gethsemane, and the
gorrows of Calvary. Of such folly earth only is the abode. Here only,
is the satisfaction of the Son of God, so lightly esteemed, as to be thought
to secure the salvation of no one. Here only is Jesus Christ accounted
guilty either of folly, or weakness, or both :—of folly. in paying a price
for those he never espected to secure and bring to heaven ; or, if he did
expect and design to save them, of weakness in not accomplishing his pur-
pose and fulfilling his expectations 5 or of both, in the non-performance of
the principal thing in redemption, viz: the actual salvation of the re~
deemed !

But now, if your heart and your head equally revolt at the absurdity and
impiety of an atonement that of itself secures the salvation of no one— if
you shrink from tabling such a charge, against the wisdom and goodness
of Christ, as that of paying a ransom, but not vindicating the rights of his
purchase ; of redeeming multitudes who shall burn forever in the fires of
death ; of atoning for multitudes who ate never reconciled to God ! !—if
these things are too monstrous ; then you are ready to receive the plain
seripture dodtrine of Christ’s true and proper legal substitution in the
room of his people—his consequent representation bf them—his acting
for them, and for none others, in his obedience--his suffering for his
sheep~—not for the goats, and thus making legal restitution for their sins ; so
as to bind down the faithfulness of God the Father, to their release from
sin and tbeir security forever in the joys of life. In other words, that the
obedi..ce and death of the Son of God, are vicarious—they are for his
pwn people. The atonement, by the very necessity and essence of its own
nature, is precise and definite. *I lay down my life for the sheep.”

Such is the doctrine of atonement, as yon have it set forth in the Biblo
—a doctrine whose inimitable simplicity bespeaks its heavenly origin,
almost equally with its unspeskable grandeur—a doctiine which glorifies
the justice of God, whilstit reveals his mercy—a doctrine which has its
foundatjon in the eternal and unchanging principles of right and law, and
gets not ** at odds heaven’s jarring attributes,” brings all the perfections
of God to harmonize in the salvation of man :—a doctrine, which presents
to the bleeding heart, 2 full and gracious guarantee that it < shall never
perish,” and thus forms an immoveable foundation for the edifice of its
hopes, and the habitation of its joys as a doctrine :—that points out, with a
sunbeam, the manner in which * God can be just and the justifier of hind
which believeth in Jesus.”=~Junkin on Justification.

o
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WHAT CONNEXION HAS THE CHURCH WITH THE WORLD?
(Continued from Page 126.)

Every well regulated kingdom has its Statute Book, containing all the
laws which its supreme Jegislature hath enacted and sanctioned. These
laws may, indeed, be capable of being greatly improved, and it might be
much to the advantage of the nation and good government, that some of
them were repealed ; but no one person, nor any class of persons, in the na-
tion, is at liberty to setat naught or to violate any one of them with im-
punity, until it has been repealed by the competent national suthority.
The Church, which is peculiarly the kingdom of which the Lord Jesus
Christ is the King and Supreme Legislator, is certainly not—-as many
would seem to imagine—~without a complete digest of statutory laws, en-
acted, sanctioned, and published, by the authority of its Divine Head,
Whasoever possesses a copy of the Seriptures of the Old and New Testa~
ments, is in possession of the Statute Book of the Church, and can easily,
and very soon, make himself intimately acquainted with all the ordinances
and laws, which he is required to observe carefully. The laws of this
kingdom are all przfect ; and no subject has any discretionary power to re-
ject them, or te add to them, or to take from them, or to attempt amending
any one of them. Implicit obedience is imperatively demanded by the
Supreme authority ; and it is enforced by sanctions which secure the
eternal imprisonment of the obstinate rebel in the kingdom of darkness.
To disobey, is io insult the great Law-giver, by whom * Kings reign, and
princes decree justice,” and clearly to be on the side of Antichrist.

There are doubtless, in every civilized nation, many societies and As-
gociations, which have their respective Constituticns and Liaws—framed
and executed by themselves. These Constitutions and Laws must not,
however, contravene the Constitution and Statute-Laws of the kingdom ;
because this would render them illegal, and bring the framers and execu~
tors of them under the ban of the nationallaw, There are also, in the visi~
ble chureh, many societies and associations—each having its own cunstitu~
tion and regulations ; but if there be any part of their constitution or rules
which violates, or is not in exact accordanea with the divine Statute Law,
they are constitutionally illegal, and forfeit the divine protection and sup-
port. There may be u great variety in the external arrangements and reg-
ulations which the several parts or sections of the visible church adopt and
act upon ; and yet they may all be in accordance with the divine Statute
Law, and the unity of the church preserved entire. State churchmen,
it i3 true, assert, that connecting the church with the state does not
affect the original constitution and laws of the church of Christ. It must,
however, be obvious to every pereon of ordinary discernment, that the cre-
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ation of state churches by civil legislators, directly implies that churchmen
believe that the original constitution of the Church of Christ is defective,
gnd that it may be iraproved by human ordinances and laws. But this ia
presumptuously to impugn the wisdom, goodness, and power, of Zion's
King and Law-giver ; consequently, in relation to the Church of Christ,
state churches are all schismatical.

The inhabitants of the several kingdoms of the world, are subject to the
Jaws of the kingdoms to which they severslly belong. The subjects of
Britain, who ~iolate the laws of the country, cannot be tried and judged
by the laws of France, or of any other country, but by the laws of Bri-
tain : thisis equally true of the subjects of every nation, who violate the
law of their country. Italso holds true of the subjects of the kingdom
which is not of this world. The members of the Church of Christ, are,
doubtless, as being necessarily members also of eivil society, subject to the
Jaws of the several nations to which they belong ; and when they violate
national law, they are judged by the same law; but, as members of the
Church of Christ, they are judged by the Jaws of the church; and when
they viclate the Divine Statutes, they are dealt with accordingly. But all
state churches are under the jurisdiction of civil government, and cannot
exercise discipline on delinquents beyond the statute Jaw which created
them, and by which they live ; consequently, all state churches are in their
constitutions, practice, and character, in relation to the Church of Christ,
schismatical. .

‘Thers are, indeed, many who maintain that the divine head of the
church hath left her constitution, government, and laws, to be framed ac-
cording to human wisdom and expediency; end that, therefore, these
can be so modified as to accord with the different constitutions and laws of
the different civil governments of the warld- This doctrine divectly im-
plies, either, that when our Lord founded his Church, he was altogether
ignorant of human nature, or, that he concerns himsslf but very litle with
the affairs of his Church. Is this to entertain worthy conceptions of him
who is the Shepherd and Bishop of sculs—ivithout whose permission, not
@ hair of our head can fall? Is it conceivable, thathe ever could have
left the constitution and laws of the kingdom, which is to him the gift of
the Father and the purchase of his own blood, to be framed according ta
the will of erring mortals? Is not holiness the grand characteristic of his
subjects, and vbedience to his laws, tle visible evidence of their holiness 2
If man had been entrusted with the framing of the laws of this kingdom,
viould he not have reduced the standard of holiness to bis otwn views of
expediency ? No Bible Christian can possibly believe, that, in a kingdom
of such value in the sight of its divine king and Law-giver, he should have
avar left out anything in its constitution and lawes, that was really necessary
1o its stability, peace, and prosperity. It is plainly declared in the Statute
Book of his kingdom, that ¢ the government shall bz upon his shoulder,”—
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that his ¢ law is perfeet,” and that he requires of his subjects, implicit,
universal, constant, and willing obedience to all his precepts. The cont
stitution and laws of the church, under our better dispensation, are, cer«
tainly, much more simple end spiritual, than they were during the Mosaio
economy ; but this circumstance, which Bible churchmen consider to be
an immense advantage, is regarded by state churchmen as a grievous de-
fect which they have remedied by marrying their church to the world, The
church is sometimes represented in scripture as having the Lord for her hus-
band, but there is not a single hint that she ever had, or will ever have, the
world, or civil governors for her husband. It is, in its very nature, an un~
holy connexion on the part of the church ; consequently, every church
thus connected is, in relatiorn to the Church of Christ, schismatical.

All state churches are, in their very nature, institations of this world, and
subject to it. Many of their laws and regulations may accord with those
laid down in the divine Statute Book ; but itis not by divine sanctions
that obedjence to them can be enforced—it is by the sword of the civil ma-
gistrate, Discipline cannot be exercised {arther than the civil law admits 3
the law of Christ must give way to the law of meu, This has been strik-
ingly exemplified, of late, in the Church of Scotland. The msjority of the
offica-bearers of that church being convinced that some reform of her con-
stitution and laws was absolutely nezessary, in order to keep pace with the
advancing intelligence of the age, and thus io preserse her from being ut-
terly subverted ; and supposing that they had an inherent power to do the
work themselves, applied themselves vigorously to it; but they have
found out by painful experience, in their rencounters with the civil law,
that they must éither leave the church of their fathers, or calinly submit
1o the will of the civil government, from which their church has its being,
and on which her very life, as & State Church, depends. The co-ordi-
nate jurisdiction with the highest of the civil courts of law, for which they
have been for years contending, is now setat rest. They must, as = State
church, obey the will of their original creator, be the law of Christ what
jt may. The conclusion is therefore irresistible,—~the Church of Scot-
land, as by law established, is, in relation to the Church of Christ, an 0b-
stinate schismatic.

The affices and offiicial agents of the world and the church have no afi-
ntly. Civil magistracy, abstractly considered, is the ordinance of God
for the good of men ; but the different offices are, what the legislature of
the country consider to be expedient; end all official agents are, in one
way or other, appointed by the civi! government, and are directed in the
duties of their several offices by the express letter of the civil law. The
government of the chureh is in all things the ordinance of her divine hesd,
for her good ; and all its offices are appuinted expressly by his authority.
The way of choosing and appointing office-bearers—the charncter they must
gostain—the qualifications they must possess—aid the duties they must
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pérform—are all clearly defined in the divine Statute Book. The machi-
nery of civil government is generslly, all over the world, very complex,
and its offices and official agents are very numerous. The government of
the church is very simple ; its offices are very few, and it has not been
left 10 the will of man to increase or diminish their number. In some
churches, howerver, there are many courts, offices, and office-bearers, of
which we have no account whatever, in the divine Statute Book, and
which were unknown to the primitive Christian Church, In the Chureh of
Rome there are courts almost without number, und such 2 variety of ofe
fiees and office-beaters, that we are forced to conclude, the devisers of them
must, at least, have possessed almost miraculous inventive powers. In the
Chureh of England, there are also many courts, offices, and office-bearers,
not once named, or hinted at, in the Statute Book of the Church of Christ,
‘Where, in all the New Testament, can we find such church office~bearers
once mentioned, as Archbishop, Lord Bishop, Bishop’s Chaplain, Arch-
deacon, Dean, Canon, Rector, Vicar, Curate? If the divine Head of the
Church had appointed such office-bearers, or if it had been his will that
man should appoint them, we cannot reasonably suppose that he could have
neglected to intimate his will in the Statute Book dictated by himself. But
we have no account whatever in the Scriptures of the Old and New Tes-
tament, of any such office-bearers in the Church ; consequently, ail who
believe that the Holy Secriptures are the only rule of faith and practice,
must necesserily believe that, in relation to the Church of Christ, the
Church of England i @ schismatic.

1f the office-bearers of the Church have not been empowered by her di-
vine Head to create offices, it cannot certainly be supposed that the civil
governments of the nations have been invested by him with such power.
But all the sourts and offices of the Church of England ave creations of the
civil government, including even the bishoprics and the rectories of Cana~
da; and for this boon she, doubtless, owes a debt of gratitude to her hu.
man head, but absolutely none to the Head of the Christian Church. It
would not be half so presumptuously wicked for the Grand Turk, or the
Emperor of China, to assume the power of ereating courts oflaw and
offices in the civil government of Britain, as it is for the best ¢ivil govern-
ment in tie world to assume the power of creating courls or offices in the
Church of Christ. No such power in the church is given to men, by him
who is King of kings, as well gs, the hend 'and Law-giver of his Church ;
consequently, every church that submits to it, is, in relation to the Church
of Christ, a schismatic. .

If the choice and appointment of the office-bearers in the churtk bs
vested, as the example of the Apostolic ehurch warrants us to belicve, in
the church herself—the civil government, as such, is excluded from having
any voice in the matter. The world mzy approve, or disspptove, of ths
choice end wppointment which the church may make, but the ¢harch {3
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no right to give up any part of her blood-bought privileges, for the sake of
pleasing men. State churches, however, are more or less characterised by

what is colled patronage, which is & legalized exclusion of the professed

subjects of Christ's kingdom from the exercise of the privileges which he

has conferred on them. In England, the Queen and her ministers ap-

pointed all the high dignitaries of the state church to their respective
bishopries, from his Grace, the Archbishop of Canterbury, down as far,

we believe, as the Right Reverend Fathers in God of Canada. The
Church of England may regard it as a very great privilege, that the choice
and appointment of her high dignitaries is in such bigh and holy bands;
but she cannot adduce @ single text of Scripture to warrant the Church of
Christ, in even submitting to such a choice and appointment. She may
proclaim all over the world, by her official organs, that her mitred priests
are the successors of the Apostles ; but nothing can be more certain than
their being very differently chosen and appuinted to their offices, from the
way in which the Apostles of Jesus Christ were chosen and appointed to
their office. If, indeed, any one of them could adduce satisfactory evi-
dence that they have got a new revelation from heaven appointing them
the successors of the Apostles of our Lord, and ordaining the civil govern~
ment to choose and appoint them to their several bishoprics, or were they
to work miracles in confirmation of their extraordinary pretensions, we
would be compelled to scknowledge their claims ; but they never yet hinted
that they have got such a revelation, and have never yet wrought any mi-
racles; consequently, they are, asa church, in relation to the Charch of
Christ; wilful Dissenters.

The office-bearers in civil government, are competent to attend to the
eivil interests of those over whom they rule, and it is their duty te protect
all classer of the community in their just rights and lawful occupations;
but when they sttempt by legislation to regulate the relation of man’g
conscienge fo the God that made him, and to whom he is personally res-
ponsible,—they attempt an impossibility, The Church is the Kingdom
of Heaven upon earth ; and it would not be more presumptuously wicked
for eivil legislators to attempt making Jaws for, and defining the dutics
of tho angels of God, than it would be fur them to attempt making laws
for, and defining the duties of the Church. But state churches accept of
human laws, as the rule of their duties; consequently in relation to the
©hurch of Christ, they arethe {rue Dissenters.

The cffice~bsarers of the Church are charged with the spiritual con-
corns of men ; and when properly chosen and qualified, they are compe-
tent, and it is their daty to instruct the members of their sacred commu~
ity ie the faith of the Gospel and the practice of piety. But the being
&n office-besrer in the Church, does not confer = title to any civil office,
Authority in the Church does not confer authority in the State ; neither
docs suthopity in the State confer suthority in the Church : if this were
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the case the Church and the State would be one body. In Britain, however,
the reigning monareh is always the constitutional Head of the Church of
England, and sits by a commissioner in the General Assembly of the
Church of Scotland ; and the Premier and others in the administration
for the time being, have always a grent amount of Church patronage at
their disposal.  Until the repeal of the Test and Corporation Acts—which
is only of recent date—there were many civil offices which could only be
held by members of the Church of England ; and in Scotland the aspi-
ran(s to advancement in the legal profession could not get advancement
to some office in the state, until they had got themselves made elders in
the kirk. These laws and practices are, certainly, not warranted by any
precept or example contained in the Statute Book of the Church of Christ;
consequently, such state churches are, in reletion to the Church of Christ,
constitutionally Dissenters.

In the British Parliament the Roman Catholic members legislate for
the Episcopalian Church of England and also for the Presbyterien Kirk
of Scotland ; and the Presbyterian Church of Scotland, in Ireland, owes
a deep debt of gratitude to Rome and her English Sister for their benevos
lence in granting pensions out of the public purse to her ministers. The
Episcopalian M. P’s. legislate for sections of the Roman Catholic Church
in the British domininns, and for the Presbyterian Chureh of Scotland.
The Presbyterian M. P, legislate for Rome and Black Prelacy. Thae
members of Parliament have an undoubted right to legislate for all
national institutions ; but the chureh would be guilty of dishonouring her
divine Head, were she to submit to the interference of such officers within
her pale; consequently, State churches, in relation to the Church of
Christ, can be viewed in no other light, than legalized associations of
Dissenters.

The Church of England and the State are 50 united, that the dignitaries
of the Church are associated with the hereditary Legislators in the Upper
House of Parliament, in legislating for the church and the country ; and
they are neither responsible to the church, nor to the country for their
political conduet. It is possible they may, as titled legislators, be of seme
gervice to their own church ; butone thing is certain, they have hitherto
been the reverse of service to the Church of Christ, They have, gener-
ally, succeeded in doing well for themselves and their families; but they
have often been & great barrier to the progress of true religion. What
would the Apostles Peter and Paul think, were they to visit the Upper
House of the British Parliament, and see their professed successars—his
noble Grace of Canterbury, and their Graces of York and Dublin, and
oy Lords of Lordon, Durhem, Norwich, 8c.—spending their precious
time, as Political wranglers in the world, and entirely neglecting ths
preaching of the gospel to every creature?  Could thay acknowledgs such
taen, in any sense of the term, as their successors? They have no mozs
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tespmblance to the Apostles of Christ, than the high priest in the templs
of Diana at Ephesus had to Paul ; and it is & libel on Christionity to call
such a state church as that of England a constitutional Church of Christ.
The Spiritual Dignitaries of that church, have ever been the enemies of
all reform in the institutions of the country, and of civil and religious lib-
erty., Highly asdvanced as Britain confessedly is, in intelligence and
civilization, she would have been a hundred years farther advanced, but for
her lawn-sleeve legislators, Some of these dignitaries have been of supe-
rior learning, an. some of them have been distinguished for their personal
piety ; but as a church, in relation tothe Church of Christ, they are not
8o near the kingdom of heaven, as the Scribe to whom our Lord said,
*Thou art not far from the Kingdom of Ged.”

The office-bearers of Stata Churches have sometimes assumed and
exercised lordship over the civil government. During the darkness of the
middls ages, the Pope, when he willed it; excommunicated princes and
dethroned kings. The state chutch then truly possessed spiritual indepen-
dence, and she exercised it with 2 vengeancs. The ecclesiastical canons,
were, in authority, above all civil statutes 3 and it was truly an age of iron
rule. ‘This priestly usurpation of the civil government, was to some
extent put down in England by King Henry the Eighth ; but the church
only changed one human head for another-~the Pope of Rome for the
Monareh of England. The church vetained and retains to this hour, a
Tegislative voice in the high councils of the natioa ; and past history abun-
danly testifies, that, of all legislators, priests have ever been the most cruel
end oppressive, The Church of England may and does claim to be the
church of the Apostles ; but it is elear as noonday that she is utterly wan-
ting in tho essential characteristics of the Apostolic church ; consequently,
in relation to the Church of Christ, she is nothing betier than a sect of
Disspnlers.

During the period of the second Reformation in Scotland, the Presby-
terion state.church almost attained, to what has, of late, been called spir-
jtue} independence ; and nearly succeeded in gaining supremacy over the
eivil government. The country was thenin a stateof anarchy, which
was brought on by thé unbearably wicked policy and demented obstinacy
of King Charles the First, The civil troubles were improved by the
charch, in working out, what she considered, ber deliverance. Many of
ker elders were men of high rank and station in the country, and many of
her ministers were men of distinguished talents and piety ; and it is
scareely possible to forbear admiration of their surpassing exertions to put
down svhat was then called Black Prelacy, and to establish what they con-
scientiously believed, to be the true church. The General Assembly
eould not be fattered, or bought over to adopt the policy of the roya] fac-
tion in the state ; but, on the contrary, practically declared, that the king
taust, 29 of old, +ask the Jaw at the priests’ mouth.,” The minicters wers
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frequently consulted by parliament on state aflairs ; and they, feeling the
greatness of their influence over the civil government, atterpted to resus-
citate the long dead statutes of ancient Israel, and to give them all the
foree of law to Scdtland, England, and Ireland. They thought of nothing
less than making Scotlind, at least, the antitype 2o ancient Canaan under
the Theocracy. They were most desirous to exterminate o}l heresy, infi-
delity and vice ; and to engage all the people to observe all the ordinances
and commaridments of the Lord carefully. In order to accomplish this
very desirable end, they framed a covenant with the intent of its being
Subscribed by all classes, from the king on the throne down to the meanest
of his subjects. This covenant being sanctioned by parliument, subserip-
tion was enjoined by the church 2nd enforced by civil pains and penalties.
Dissent was not tolerdted by either the Ecclesiastical or civil law, These
were the most glorious ties of Spiritual ihdependence the Church of
Scotland has ever seen, or will, in all probability, ever seée. The nation
was then the chirch and the church was the nation ; and the people were
all declared to be God's covenanted people. But although the church and
the world were then made one bbdy, they wete, assuredly, not made one
body, constitutionally, by the will of Christ, but by the will of mun ;
and the union was of short duration. The very means that were
then adopted to perpetuate the Presbyterian Estublishment, were the prox-
imate causes of its subversion. The world to which she had married
herself, soon turned her bitterest enemy—cast her off’ altogether—and sub-
jected her ricblest sons and defenders to twenty-eight years of the most
cruel, iinrelenting; persecution. [t is interesting to dbserve, in'the history
of that persecution, that the sufferers were unanimious in attributing the
troubles of that peried, to the national breach of the national covenant.
‘They, obviously, overlooked the fact, that they were themselves the chief
Sufferers ; and the great cause of God's quarrel with them is now seen
to have been, their uniting their church with the world—two boties in
their very nature répellent to each othier. 1If the great and good men ot
the Second Reformation, in Scotlaitd, had exerted themselves as much tv
separate the church from the wotld, as they did to unite thém, they would
have done immensely more good servide to the church and the world than
they did ; and the great sacrifice of human life in the cause which they
so zealously defended, would, we doubt not, have been spared. But
God's time was not then, nor is it even yet altogether, come for the entire
subversion of siate churches. 'The signs of the times, however, now!
clearly indicate that the period is rapidly approaching, when all these citie:
of the nations shall fall, never more to arise.
1T0 BE CONTINUED.}
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CHRIST ANOINTED WITII THE SPIRIT,

It will seem nothing strange that Jesus, who was himself God, should
derive authority {from the unction of that Spirit which, upen other occa-
sions, he is snid to give, and that he should be under the Spirit's direction,
if it'be remembered that our Lord was as truly mau as he was truly God,
—that neither of the two patares was absorbed in the other, but both
remoined in themselves perfect, notwithstanding the union of the two in
one person. The Divine Word, to which the humanity was united, was
not, as some ancient heratics imagined, instead of a soul to inform the
body of the man ; for this could not have been without a diminution of
the divinity, which, upon this supposition, must have become obnoxious
to all the perturbations of the human soul,—to the passions of grief, fear,
anger, pity, joy, hope, and disappointment,—to all which our Lord, with-
out sin, was liable. The human nature in our Lord was complete in
both its parts, consisting of a body and & rational soul. The rational
soul of our Lord's human noture was a distinet thing from the principle
of divinity to which it was united ; and being so distinct, like the souls of
other men, it owed the right use of its faculties, in the exercise of them
upon religious subjects, and its uncorrupted rectitude of will, to the influ-
ence of the Holy Spirit of God. Jesus, indeed, *was anointed with
this holy oil above his fellows,” inasmuch as the intercourse was uninter-
rupted,—the illumination by infinite degrees more full, and the consent and
submission, on the part of the man, mere perfect than in any of the sons
of Adam ; insomuch that he alone, of all the human race, by the strength
and light imparted from above, was exempt from sin, and rendered supe<
zior to temptation. To him the Spirit was given not by measure. The
unmeasured infusion of the Spirit into the Redeemer’s soul, was not the
means, but the effect, of its union to the second person of the Godhead.
A union of which this had been the means, had differed only in degree
from that which is, in some degree, the privilege of every true believer,—
which, in an eminent degree, was the privilege of the apostles, who, by
the visible descent of the Holy Ghost upon them on the day of Pentecost,
were, in some sort, like their Lord, apointed with the unction from on
high. Butin him the natures were united, and the uniaterrupted perfect
commerce of his human soul with the Divine Spirit, was the effect and
the privilege of that mysterious conjunction.~=Bp. Horsley's Sermons.

From the Watchman of the Valley.
IWWHY WILL YE DI®?

Let me ask you this solemn question, fellow sinner, yet impenitent.
Have you thought what i s> It isnot the death of the body simply ; that
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nothing can prevent. This may be prevented. It is not spiritual dsath,
or the loss of righteousness. Those addressed in this langusge of Serip-
ture arc already dend in that sense.  The denth referred to is the penalty
of God’s violated law—the loss of all grace—the experience of unmitiga-
ted woe. It is the death of the soul to ell happiness. Why thus die?
Ha+ ~ you thought howneedless itis 2 A fountain has been opened to wash
away sin. A ransom has been found to redeem from hell—God’s swn
right arm has produced salvation. The Son of his love has taken the
place of the sinner, and sufiered in his stead, so that whoever believeth
may be saved. Though asinner, then, youneed not die. True, as you
now are, the storm of divine wrath must soon burst upon you, His ven-
geance shall roll over you a resistless tide of misery. Its angry surges rise
already in wild commotion, and must soon overwhelm you. But they are
stayed a little time by the hand of mercy. Her voice also calls you to
accept an ofiered Saviour, Trust in him, and you are safe. The storm
shall sweep by, and leave yon unharmed. The flood cannot reach you
onthe rock of ages, Why then deafto the call of mercy ? Why refuse
the kind offers of the friend of sinners? Why fling away eternal happi«
ness? Why needlessly rush down to death? Have you thought how
vecklessitis 2 In addition to the gift of a Saviour, you have felt the stir«
rings of the Spirit—~you have been warned by the Providence of God.
Sabbaths have been granted you, Religious meetings have thickened
slong your pathwsy. Friends have besought and prayed. A forfeited
life has been lengthened out, if peradventure you would repent. QOver all
these obstacles you are urging your way toward a fearful precipice. It
overhangs the gulf of despair, Will you recklessly take the awful plunge?
Will you shut your hearts against the entreaties of your friends? Will
you resistall anddie? Have you thought how much youlose 2 All that
is blessed in the friendship of God end the society of the good—all that
is glorious in heaven, is forever thrown awey.~7Tkere, shall be freedom
from sin and pain ; sorrow and sighing shall forever flee away. No fear
shall harass ; all is calm and peace. No change shall oceur : its joy is
everlasting. The redeemed, clothed in the white robes of innocence,
bearing in their hand the palm of victory, and adorned with the golden
crown of trimmnph, there sing the new song, and shall ferever sing, Why
lose this blessed portion? Why will yo die?

Have you thought how terrible it will be? Mark the language of Serip-
ture : It is utter darkness, where shall be weeping and wailing and gnash-
ing of teeth. It isthe fire that shall never be quenched. 1t is the ever-
lasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels; a lake of fire snd brim-
stone, where they are tormented day and night for ever and ever. It
is indeed painful to think thatany one shall suffer in everlasting burnings:
but such is the representation of the Bible.

There is a heli. 1t is the abode of untold anguish. Why will you make
your bed there?  If the mention is now painful, whet will its experienee
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be? I you cannot bear to think of it, how can you bear to feelit? Then
your doom must be much aggravated ; it must be, on secount of the light
and privileges you have enjoyed.  The servant knowing his Lord’s will,
and not preparing himself, shall be beaten with many stripes. Bitter will
be the memory of neglected privileges. I need not have died. Merey
was offered—liow often! how tenderly! Why did I refuse salvation %
Why do you now refuse?  Why hurry from your exalted pnvx]eges to this
awfal doom? Why will e die 2

Have you thought kow long it will continue 2  Bternal, everlasting, for
ever and ever, describe its duration. It begins, but ends not. Slight pain
for 2 moment is undesirable ; the burning agony of fire for a dsy would
be insupportable. Can you bear it for ever ?  If Jost Spuls could look
forward to cessation of their misery, they might almost strike up the song
of joy amid their wretchedness. But no such prospect is before them.
Oné dark cloud overwhelms the future as well as the present. It has set-
tléd down over that dreary prison and shut it up in everlasting night. No
day star shell arise : no bow of promise be seen across that clond. Dread-
ful thought! the pains of hell for ever! Why will you persist in sin, and
feel these pains 2 ~ '

Ifave you thought how nearitis? Life, a handbreadth only divides
from it. Aged traveller to Qtermt , those wearied, worn-out limbs can
stand'it but'a little longer. ~ “Ye who are in middle life, how soon have
former years fled away, and yef more than half yourday of grace is gone.
Youth, though the current of life may now flow healthfully, though your
heart may beat high ‘with’ hope, that current shall soon flow less rapidly,
and that heart beat with the langour of age—or you may be cut offin early
life ; noage issecure. Jllare exposed. This night your soul may be
reqmred Close at hand is the day of your doom, that terrible doom—the
second death.  Suddenly shall it overtake you; you know not when the
Son of Man cometh. It may be in the hour of mirth and folly. All may
seem smooth and fair as the summer sea, when in a moment the storm
shall arise and engulph you in ruin. 'Why then persevere in your pre~
sent course?  Why not repen. . receive Christ and live for ever 2

“\Will jo nou his grace receive
Will ye still rofuse to live ?
Oh! ye dying sinners, why—
Why will yo forever die 2**

l

NUTUAL DUTIES.

Muroan Dutiss.—~In a eertain town in ——, there lived a pious lady,
who ealled on her minister, took occasion to complain of his seldom visi-
tng her family, and that many others made the same complaint, In short
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she told him that he might and ought to visit his people more. The good
man made @ meek and short reply, and begged her prayers that he might
be more diligent and faithful. The conversation then changed, and in
the course of the afternoon the minister took occasion to relate the fol-
lowing circumstance.

A wealthy farmer made a contract with a poor labourer whom he had
often hired to do several days® work for him in a field equally distant from
the poor man’s house and his own, and yet some distance from both.
The laborer commenced his day’s work with the rising sun, and expected,
of course, that his meals would be sent to him. Towards the close of the
day the farmer visited his field and found his laborer sitting and musing
under a treg.  He hastily reproved him for his idleness, and complained
that he had not done half as much as he had expected. The labourer in-»
formed him that he had worked till late in the morning but no breakfast was
sent. Being very faint, he went toa neighbour-and borrowed money to
procure a breakfast at the public house. He then Jaboured until late dinner
time, and until he was exhansted ; and had been sitting an hour under the
tree meditating what todo. He dxd not like to borrow till he had paid what
heowed. He did notlike to call on stranoers, and if he went home he must
take the bread out of the mouths of his children. Besides, said he, youals
ready owe me the old score, which is very much needed., The farmer re-
called his complaint, paid up his arrearages, and for several days in advance
—said his family must have forgotten to send his meals—acknowledged the
labourer as worthy of his hire, and promxsed to send his family a quar-
ter of good veal. The labourer now fulfilled his duty punectually and
joyfully, and the farmer continued to employ him and to send his
meals regularly, and sometimes to pay him = little in advance, to keep
him from running in debt.

The good lady wag pleased with the story, but did not dream of its
application, till it recurred to her mind at 2 midnight hour. She awoke
her husband, told him the story, and eagerly enquired if he had paid his
quarterage? ¢ Why no, he believed not—the vestryman has not called,
and he did not know what was required to meet the expense of the minis-
ter.) ¢ But,’ said she, ¢ how then does he live and provide for his family,
educate his children, and meet the expenses of so much company? How
does he live?” ¢ Why by borrowing money I suppose, and getting credit.’
"This lady now saw that her minister must labour under great embarrass-
ments, and no longer wondered that he did not feel like visiting those whe
were starving him and his family. She seid to her husband, ¢ We do
not treat our minister as well as we do our labouring hands and servants.
We pay them punctually and often in advance, and alweys previde for
them their meals in due season ; but while our minister is labouring is our
vineyard, we do not even give him his daily bread.’’

"This had its desired effect. Next morning the husband repmred to his
minister~paid his quarterage to the full, and some over ; nor did he fail
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to carry him a good fat quarter of veal, 1 good cheese, and a few pounds
of gaod butter, as & present from his wife, who bade him thank hexr minis-
ser for his story, and recall her complaint.

Her husband .was 2 man of influence, and by their joint exertions, they
soon brought others to feel and to act with becoming promptness. The
minister now feeis his obligations to a kind, generous and punctual people
—his people have considered their labourer worthy of his hire—he, in
return, has been faithful, and has devoted all his time to their good. The
Spirit from on high has been poured out on his charge, and many sin-
ners have been converted to God, and a declining parish greatly enlarged.
The minister's salary has been raised, and he so freed from embarrass-
ment, as not only to preach benevolence, but to set & good example of
doing goed. ¢ Go ye and do likewise,’— Presbyterian Banner.

T ——

GREAT REWS TO THE AFRICAN CHIET.

Tn his narrative of a visit to Bauangketsi one of the South African
tribes, Mr. Moffat relates the following interesting dialogue :

I went into . the town (he says) and found Makaba, the Chief, seated
amidst & large number of his principle men, all engaged either preparing
skins, cutting them, sewing mantles, or telling news.

Sitting down beside this great man, illustrious for war and conquest;
and smidst nobles and councillors, mcludmg rain-makers, and oth-
ers of the same order, I stated to him that my oblect was to tell him

* * & * @ ¥ *
my news.
fn the course of my remarks, the ear of the monarch caught the start-

ling sound of a resurrection.

«What! he exclaimed with astonishment, ¢what ars these words
about2—the dead arise, the dead arise?’

¢ Yes,” was my reply, * ail the dead shall arise.’ .

¢ Will my father arise ¥’
. ¢Yes, ¥ answered, ¢ your father will arise.’

¢ Will all the slain.in battle arise ?

$Yes.’
¢ And will all that have been kzlled and devoured by lions, tigers, hyew

nag, and crocodiles egain revive ¥

¢Yes; and come to judgment.’

¢« And will those whose bodies have been left to waste and wither on
the desert plains, and scaltered to the winds, again arise ¥ he asked, with
2 kind of triumph, as if he had fixed me.

¢+ Ves,” I replied, ‘not one will be left behind.’ This I repeated with
increased, emphasis. After looking at me for a few moments, he turned
10 his people to whom he spoke with a stentorian voice :
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' Hark, ye wiso men, whoever is among you, the wisest of post ‘genera-
tions, did ever you hear of such strange and unheard of news 7’

Makaba then ‘urning and addressing himself to me, and lnymg his
hand upon my breast, cried,

¢ Tather, I love you much. Your visit and your words have made my
heart white as milk. The words of your mouth are sweet as honey, but
the words of a resurrection are too great to be heard. I do not wish fo
aear again about the dead rising! The ‘dead cannot arise! The dead
must not arise !’

¢ Why? Iinquired. °Can so great o man refuse knowledge, and turn
away from wisdom? ell me, my friend, why I must not add to my
words, and speak of a resurrection 7’

Rising and uncovering his arm, which had been strong in battle, amt
shaking his hand as if guivering & speor, i replied,

¢ I have slain my thousands, and shall they arise ¥

AR ———

THE RESURRECTION.

Twice had the sun gone down on the oarth, and all was ag yet quict at
the sepulchre ; death held his sceptre o’er the Son of God ; still and silent
the hours passed on ; the guards stood by their posts ; ihe rays of the mid-
night moon gleamed on their helmets and spears; the enemies of Christ:
exulted in their suceess ; the hearts of his friends were sunk in despon-
dency and sorrow ; while the spirits of glory waited with anxious suspense
to behold the event--wondering at the depth of the ways of God. At
Iength, the morning star, arising in the East, announced theapproach of
light ; the third day began to dawn on the world; when on a sudden, the
earth trembled to its centre, and the powers of heaven were shaken; an
angol of God descended ; the guards shrunk back from the terror of his
presence, and fell prostrate on the ground. His countenance waz like
lghtning, and his raiment was white as snow ; he rolled away the. stone
from the door of the sepulchre and sat onit.

But who is this that cometh from the tomb, with dyed garments from the
bed of death? He thatis glorious in his appearance, walking in the great-
ness of his strength? It is thy Prince, O Zion !—Christian ,it is your
Lord! He hath trodden the wine-press alone ; he hath staihed his isi-
ment with blood, but now, as the first-born from the womb of nature, he
meets the morning of his resurrection. He arises, a conqueror from the
grave; he returns with blessings from the world of spirits ; he brings sal-
vation to the sons of men. Neverdid the returning sun usher in a day so
glorious ! It was the jubileo of the universe! The morning stars sang
together, and all the sons of God shouted aloud for joy! The Father off
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Mercies looked down from his throne in the heavens with complacency ;
he beheld his world restored—-he saw his work, that it was govd. Then
did the desert rejoice ; the fiace of nature was gladdened before him, when
the blessings of the Eternal descended as the dews of heaven, for the re-
frashing of the nations.—Dr. Hardie.

MYSTERY, REASON; AND FAITH.

NicaT comes over a ship at sen, and a passenger lingers hour afier hour
alone on the deck. The waters plinge, and welter, and glide away be-
neath the keel. Above, the sail$ tower up in the darkness, almost to the
sky, and their shadows fall as it were a burden on the deck below. In
the clouded night no star is to be seen and as the ship changes her course,
the passenger kuows not which way is east, or west, or north, or south.
What islands, what sudken rocks rhay be on lier course—or what that
tourse is. or where they are, he knows not. All around to him is mys-
tery. He bows down in the submission of utter ignorance.

But men of science have read the laws of the sky. And the next day
this passenger beholds the captain looking at a clock and taking note of
the plate of the cun, and with the gid of 2 couple of books, eomprised of
rules and mathematical tables, making ecalculations. And when he has
completed them, he is able to point almost with 2 hand’s breadth to the
place at which; afier unnumbered windings, he has arrived in the midst of
the seas. Storms may have beat, and currents drifted, but he knows
where they are, and the precise point where, a hundred lesgues over the
tvater; lies his native shore, Hete is reason appreciating and moking use
of the revelations (if we may so call them;} of science,

Night again shuts down over the waste of the waves, and the passenger
beholds a single seamian at the wheel; and watch, hour afier hour, asit
vibrates beneath a lrmp, a little needle, which points ever, as if it was a
living finger, to the steady pole.

This man knows nothing of the rules of navigation, nothing of the cour-
ses of the sky. But reason and experience have given him faitkin the
commanding officer of the ship—faith in the laws that controul her coursc
faith in the tnerring integrity of the little guide before him. And so
without 2 single doubt he steers his ship on, according to a prescribed
direction, through night and the waves. Ang that faith is not disap-
pointed. With the morning sun, he beholds far away the summits of the
gray and misty highlands, rising like « cloud in the horizon ; and as he
nears them, the hills appear, and the light at the entrance of the harbor,
and, sight of joy ! the shining roofs ameng which he strives to detert
kis own.—Banaer,
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THE FACTORIES BILL.

Tue subject of most exciting interest in Britain at present, is a bill

brought into Parliament by Sir James Graham, to provide for the educa-
tion of children in the manufecturing districts in England. That in the
Bill which is most oilensive is, that it proposes to give to children a reli-
gious education,—to commit their religious education into the hards of the
Church of England—and to comgel attendance at these Church of Eng-
land schoold, by fine, and loss of employment. The design of this most
tyrannical, persecuting measure will be clearly understooed by the follow-
ing abstratt of the bill ; extracted from the Montrose Revicu.

EDUCATION OF THE POOR.

The following are the principal educational clauses of Sir Jumes Gra-
ham's Factories Bill :— . i _

The Bill authorizes the building and maintenance of schools out of the
Poor's Rate, and for the first time places schools, thus paid for out of the
public money, under the control ‘and management of the Established
Church, and with such provisions as would make them exclusively Church
sthools. It provides no assistance whatever for any other class of
schools. It actually forbids the emplovment of a child in any manufac-
ture who does not attend one of these Church schools,—except only that
children may attend a National school, a British and Foreign school, or
& school within the factory where they work, but only after those schools
shall have been reported by an Inspector of Schools to be ¢ efficiently con-
ducted’ (of which he is the sole judge); and it gives no pecuniary aid to
such schools. It makes it unlawful for factory children to attend any
Wesleyan, Independent, Baptist, or other denominational day-school.
1t enforces the attendance of the children at the Church schools, by pen-
alties both on the mill-owner and on the parents, unless there should be
a National or British school in the district; or a school within the factory.
The schools to be built and supported out of the Poor’s Rates are to be
under the management of seven trustees ; of whom the only permanent
one is to be the clergyman of the parish,—two others are to be church-
wardens, chosen (when there is a greater number of churchwardens than
two) by the clergyman,—and the remaining four to be annually appointed
by the Justices for the place or division. The clerical trustee is to be
the permanent chairman of the trustees,—to have a casting vote,—te
have the sole and exclusive superintendance of the religious iastruction to
be given,—to have the exclusive selection of the religious books to be
used,—to instruct, catechise, and examine the children in the principles
of their religion,—and in all this to be perfectly irresponsible,-—the In-
spector of Schools being expressly forbid even to inquire into the religious
instruction to be given, to cxamine the scholars upon it, or to make any
report thereon, unless he receive authority for that purpose from the Arch-

Q
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bishop or Bishop. The master and his assistants are fo be appointed by
the Bishop. The schools are to be Sunday schools as well as day-schools;
and the scholars are to attend the Established Chureh once every Sun-
day : But with the following exceptions, namely, that a child may be
exempted from receiving religious instruction in the dag-school, from
attending the school on the Sunday, and from attending the Church, if
¢ the parent shall notify to the master that, on the ground of religious ob-
Jection, he desires such scholar not to attend the worship of the Church of
England,’ or to receive religious instruction on week days, or to attend
the Church school on Sunday. The Church catechismn and such portions
of the Liturgy as the clergyman may select, may be taught for one hour,
out of three, every morning and every afternoon, except to the children
whose parents shall object. The only version of the Scriptures tc be used
in the schools, or in any factory school whatever, is that ¢appointed by
law to be used in the churches,” and which (I presume) includes the
Apocrypha. A mill-owner, having 2 school within his own premises, is
obliged to have the Church catechism and Liturgy taught there to any
child being ¢ a member of the Church of England.’

It must be obvious, that the tendency of the bill is to extinguish Dissent.
It is so understood by Church-men in England and by Church-men in
Canada, who regard it as calculated to be of vast service to the «“Church,”
and whe are exerting all their interestin its favour ; and who express
their anxious hopes that it may become the law of the land in spite of ali
the remonstrances end petiticns of Dissenters. No measure that boded
worse for the civil and religious liberties of Britain has been seriously
contemplated in our day.

As might have been expected, the Biil has called forth a burst of indig-
nation from Dissenters of all denominations, from one end of the iand to
the other. Hundreds of meetings have been held for the purpose of ex~
pressing abhorrence of the proposed measure and of petitioning against it.
And these meetings have been characterized by an unanimity and 2 deter-
mination worthy of the oceasion.

The agitation produced by the Factories bill, has brought out some
matters of great importance ; amongst which the following deserve spe-
cial notice.

1. Anignorance of the principles of religious liberty seems to prevail
amongst dissenters to an extent we were not prepared to believe. Im not
a few of the speeches delivered at public meetings, the principle, thet
Government ought to provide relizious education for the young, was con-
ceded, and objections to the details only, were dwelt upon. This is giving
up the very essence of religious freedom; and dissent, after this, is @ piece
of gratuitous folly or mischievous disturbance. If Governments, as such,
have a right to give a religious education to the young, who will assert,—
who can prove that they have nat the right of divecting the religion of
adults? Have they the right of planting the seed and who shall say that
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+hey have not the right of tending its growth? Is it their duty to instil
Jprinciples, but not their duty to regulate the opcration of them ?

As the agitation proceeded clearer views were developed. Objections
were not confined to the details but to the principle of the Bill. The con-
viction became universal, not that the Bill should be amended, but that
it should be thrown out. ‘¢ The standard of great and important princi-
ples,” said Mr. Sturge, «is so often lowered under specious pretexts for
promoting any good cause we have at heart, that 1 confess, I would rather
the measure lately brought forward should pass into law, with all its
original deformity, than that it should be made in some of its details more
palatable to Dissenters, whilst retaining its unsound principles. Such
measures as these must surely epen the eyes to the most supine of the
middle classes to the peril of their situation, and prove to them that the
nation is at the mercy of an oligarchy determined to trample upon our
civil, political, social, and religious liberty.”

2. Dissenters in England needed some such measure to rouse them
to activity in examing the ground on which they stand, and in defending
their position. Witk a fatuous short-sightedness, the Dissenters have
received and are receiving the pay of the state for their British and Na-
tional schools. By this they have compromised the very principle of their
existence as dissenters, If it be right to accept of money from the na-
tional funds for their schovls, why complain if the Church should get
money from the same funds for theirs. Is the same action a virtue when
done by a dissenter, and an oppression when done by a ehurchman ? *Dis-
senters and dissenting ministers,” said Mr. Miall at Stoke Newington,
<< are alike guilty; and he looked upon this Factories bill as a just pun-
ishment to them for their treachery to great truths, They deserved it, and
far worse—and far worse they would have before long.”

For a long time there has been growing a childish and silly deferring
to the « Church’—an zdmiration of Bishops and clerical dignitaries—a
cuckooing to the mawkish praises of the liturgy of the Church of Eng-
land till they have become nauseous. It is high time that this nonsense
should come to an end,—that Dissenters shuuld understand their own
position, and should know the ¢ Church™ and treat the * Church” as an
enemy that looks doswn upon them with contempt, and .hat will trample
them in the dust whenever it is able.

3. The Church of England is a body to which we should not like to
see the religious education of the young committed. Churehmen, till
lately, have shewn themselves the bitterest enemes to the education of the
masses. Their former opposition warrants us to believe that their new born
zeal is not pure, that their object is, notto do good to the peosr,—not to ex-
tend the influence of the religion of Christ, but to get them into their power,
and to train thern into suoserviency to their domination. There are two
reasons why we think the Churchnot qualified to give a religious education.
Tke first is, that churchmen believe there should be ro religious educaiion
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given except in connexion with the church, and the second is, that they
regard religion as synonimous with churchism, Thé former is founded
upon & mistake of what education is, and the latter, on & mistake of what
religion is.

Besides, ‘“That church is semi-Popish in her doctrine at the present day,
and may be entirely Popish in ten or twelve years. Of what practical
use is it to little girls that they should learn to make low curtseys before an
altar 2 What practical purpose is served by young boys acquiring a notion
of looking at wax tapers, wasting their sickly frames at noon-tide? Who
is benefited by the youth of a district being taught to believe, that they
were made ““children of God and heirs of salvation” at baptism. We
see no difference of material importance betwixt the young persons who
grow up in this belief, and those other young people who believe nothing.
They are sll possessed by error, and there the matter rcits, Some of the
most revolting scenes in these populous districts may be plastered over or
whitewashed ; but that is the entire benefit, for ihe interior is diseased as
formerly 7

4. We think thst much good will resul to the cause of civil and reli-
gious liberty from the =agitation cecasioned by this persecuting bill. It
will place political churches and christian churches in their trug relative
position, i, é. churches, which from their constitution are necessarily an-
tagonistic. 'We cannot butthink that the hand of Providence may be seen
in training Christian churches to counteract that frightful evil which seems
sorapidly and so steadily advencing,—the fraternizing, if not the uniting, of
the two most powerful and influentisl State Churches in the world,—the
Church of England and the Church of Rome. Ev.ery step taken by these
to approximate is big with danger to the liberties of mankind. When
they shall unite, or fraternize—if that deplorable consummation shall ever
happen—there will come on such a state of matters, as nothing but revo-
lution, frightful beyond all precedent, will be able to rectify,—the pro-
phetic drama is begirning to open up,— We begin to see whoare to be the
combatants in the great approaching struggle.

TAHITL

A dark cloud has gathered over the highly interesting Mission to Tahiti,
and several groups of islands in the South Sea. Most of our readers
probably know something of the bistory of that mission,—the high enthu-
siasm with which it was undertaken,—the difficulties, the dangers, the
martyrdoms which exercised the faith and patience of the Missionaries,—
the remarkable success which subsequently crowned the labours of these
self-denying and devoted men,—the numbers who have professed the faith
of the Gospel and adorned it by holy lives,—the extraordinary liberality of
these coaverts in aiding the effurts of the London Missionary Society,—
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and the wonderful advances they have made in civilization—all these have
made the South Sea Mission, one, in which Protestant Chusuans heartily
rejoiced.

Their night of trial has now come. The French government, envying
the advantages which Britain derives from her Colonies, ‘*has under the
most false pretences, and by an act of urnjustifiable violence, taken political
possession of the island of Tahiti, with the declared purpose of securing
with its own domination, that also of the Church of Rome.”?

The full history of this transaction has not yet come out, but enpugh is
!mown to shew that it is of a most nefarious character.

The ostensible reason for occupying the chief of the group of the Soci-
ety Islands is, a political and commercial one. M. Guizot in the Cham-
ber of Deputies said, *‘that which is advantageous to France, and indis-
pensable for her, is to possess points on the globe destined te become great
centres of commerce and navigation, and &t the same time secure strong
marilime stations, which may serve to aid our commerce and afford our
ships harbours, where they may take shelter and be refitted, so that French
merchantmen may not be compelled to seek assistance in foreign establish~
ments. This is the system we pursued when we formed the establish~
ment in the South Sea,”

The Rev. Mark Wilkes, of Paris, has just published a letter which
throws & great deal of light on the designs of the French government.
He says, ‘‘the most flattering marks of interest have been given to Mis-
sionaries (Catholic) and natives, by presents from his Holiness and from
his Majesty the King of the French.” The Societies, Marqesas, Gambier,
and Friendly Islands. have now either French Consular or Military esta-
blishments ; but the way was opened for them by the Priests of the French
HMissions. ‘Here the native priest is arrayed in garments sent by the
Pope ; there the statue of tae Virgin, given by his Holiness, is installed
amidst the smoke and flames of guns fired in her honor, and the display
of presents furnished by royal munificence. A Consul is established at
Tahiti, who has published in France the most revolting calumnies against
the Protestant missionaries and their native converts. The priests are
gven encouraged to write to the directors of the Association for the propa:
gation of the Faith, for publication in Franee, that the English missjona-
ries assemble the people in their chapel, and instead of preaching, exhibit,
by magic lanthorn, the Pope and the Catholic priests burning the Protest-
antsin a furnace. * * The Bishop of the Marquesas sailed in Decem-
ber last with fifteen missionaries, several operatives, and twetve sisters for
the Polynesian Islands, one of the flags of the ship bearing the pontifica]
tiara.”

The event has produced a deep sensation amongst French Protestants.
““They consider it as threatening the speedy destruction of the Protesxan§

* Presbyterian Banuer.
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Missions in that island, as well as those at the Sandwich Islands.” The
leading Protestants of Paris have held & meeting to see what is proper to
be done, and at which it was agreed, that a deputy, one of their own
{riends, should question Ministers en the subject at the next sitting of the
Chamber, and express the apprehensions entertained by French Protest-
ants for their bretheren in the faith, who, for the Jast balf century, have
Jaboured with such success o civilize the natives of Tahiti. One can
easily perceive, they observe, ‘‘the working of a fired plan for humbling
the Protestant religion every where, and which tends to isolate us, as
French Protestants, from the interests of our country, and to cause us to
be looked upon as strangers.”” It is under contemplation to send French
Protestant missionaries to Tahiti and the Sandwich Islonds,

The sctings of the London Missionary Society in reference to this event
mpy be adverted to in a succeeding number.

A report, probably a premature one, has been spread, that the English
missionaries have been expelled the island. If this has not yet been done,
it is only what may be looked for.

s«We take,” says the Noncunformist, «the following shameful account
from this morning’s Chronicle :—'The Journal des Debalts contains a letter
from one of those who accompanied the naval expedition to Tahiti. This
letter fully explains how the possession of the island was compe sed,
The English missionaries strongly opposed the native women going on
board any vessels which arrived. They knew the consequences, The
French Admiral, says the writer, most certainly would not have admitted
the women on board, had not the English missionaries opposed it. But
hearing that they did oppnse it, the French Admiral had one hundred
women on board, dancing and feasting till a late hour. French habits
were accordingly the most agreeable, and the consequence was, that the
missionaries were voted bores, and Admiral Dupetit Thouars and his Sove-
reign voted delightful persons, The latter was accordingly appointed
King of the Polynesian Cythera.”

Extract of a Ietter from the Rev. Jomn Cassig, to the Secretary of the
Tission Committee, dated Port Hope, 18th August, 1842,

It islong since I promised to write to you, to put you in possession of
some facts relative to the state of my missionary labours. My own sick~
ness, from a return of the ague, and domestic affliction with which it has
pleased the Lord to visit me, has left little leisure on my hands. With
the exception of two Sabbaths, I have been enabled to go about my usual
ministerial duties, and am now completely recovered. I received yours,
dated 11th January, together with Mr. Peddie’s statement of accounts, and
while I find that the sums drawn by me are exactly recorded, he has in-
adrertently made a mistake or two in the reckoning; on this head
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intended writing to him. The extent of my rcligious duties remains nearly
the same for the last two or three years,—preaching on the furenoon of
Sabbath in Hort Hope, and in the afternoon in Perrytown. Perrytown
is an out-station of my congregation, where we have now a neatand com-
fortable place of worship. On the week-days I preach in different places
of my charge. Emily has been receiving the usual supply ; but row Mr.
Dick has received a call from that station, which he has accepted, und will
be settled there in the courseof a few months.

The state of religious feeling within the bounds of my own congregation
in the Township of Hope, is greatly changed for the better. In Perrytown
especially, the change is remarkable, and has uttracted the notice of many
who were formerly acquainted with the conditivn of that neighbourhood.
For two or three years I was the only minister who visited the quarter ;
but now the Episcopalians and Methodists have places of worship and
constant services. Our congregation, howerver, is by far the largest, and
is continually increasing.  With only one solitary exception, all my con-
gregation there is composed of Irish Presbyteriuns from the north of Ire-
land. Most of them were Seceders at home, and are still attached to the
principles of the Secession. Most of them are mew settlers and poor.
What they contributed at home for the support of the Gospel was indivi-
dually very trifling, anc it seems to make thomn backward in doing great
thingshere. Being now free from any debt on their place of worship,
they are contributing more than they have done. Throughout the whole
township a manifest improvement is observable; the Sabbath is better
observed than formerly, and many who are not Christians, and awfully
profaned the Sabbath in various ways, are now ashamed of any open acts
of profanation. A great deal of zeal is occasionally manifested by the
methodists to do good and increase their influence ; but they are much
divided amongst themselves, and theirzeal to outstrip one another and
attract followers is not always ‘‘according to knowledge.”” The Church
of England, too, is making strong efforts to get a hold of the country, and
having plenty of funds at their disposal, they are erecting ehapels in avery
part. The clergymen of that church are displaying an energy, and undar-
going fatigue, unknown in former times. I do not think, however, that
the Church of England will ever be the church of the people in Canada.
At the present time, my congregation (including Perrytown,) is about
160 souls, communicants ; the attendance in Port Hope, from 200 to 250 ;
in Perrytown, from eighty to ninety, as near as I can reckon. We have
at present, four Sabbath schools in operation within the bounds of the
congregation ; the attendance in all from 90 to 100 children; the schools
are superintended and taught by members of my own congregation. We
have two prayer-meetings, one in Port Hope, and the other in the country ;
attendance very variable and uncertain. One of the most difficult things
in Canada is to support 2 lively and counstant attendince on prayer-meet-
ingg, The badness of our roads, distance of parties from one rnother, the
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hour of lahour, arising from the shortness of the scasuns 1 putting i oand
taking out crop—all combine tv prevent a numervus and regulac attend-
ance. My income has certainly increased, but notas I was led to expect
on my first coming into the country.  We have all been deceived in this,
No one can form a proper idea of this matter, and the difficulties in the
way, unless he has personal experience of it, and I shall not attempt to
give any reason.  The great difficulty in Canada is tv get *:active, pru-
dent, managers.” The general complaint of all vur ministers in Canada,
is the want of disinterested and energetic men to carry on the temporul
affairs of our congregutions. Everyone shifts the matter from bimself
upon enother, fur fear of ennoyance and trouble. We trust this want,
as well as all others, will ia Juc time be supplied. Considering the state of
this province for past years, wc have reason to be grateful to the Great
Head of the Church that our temporal and spiritual coucerns are as they
are. When ouf labours zre more abundantly blessed, and we become
more worthy of a blessing, all our affairs will abundanty prosper.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
Estract of a letter from the Rev. RaLra Drumstonp, dated Adelaide,
29th April, 1842.

I received your letter of 23d August last, infurming me that the Com-
mittes on Foreign Missions have granted me a salary fur three years,
at the rate of one hundred pounds annually for the first and second
years, and sixty pounds for the third. X request you to express to them
my thanks for their liberal grant, and my hope that, by the time they have
fixed for its discontinuance, the neeessity for my receiving it shall have
ceased. Neither my congregation, nor I, wish to have recourse to foreign
aid to maintain the ordinances of the gospel among us ; and you may rest
assured that as soon as we see our way through our present difficulties,
we shall rejoice to tell you that we ease you of this burden. I had
given up my school before your letter reached me, resvlved to give myself
wholly to the ministry and risk all privations, and yonr timely aid has
confirmed and encouraged me in the course I had marhed out for myseif,
Our prospects are cheering. A minister of the Church of Scotland has
lately come out torally around him the high establishment pasty, but he
has not as yet weakened us rhuch, and Idon’t think he shall. We have
built 2 very handsome church which will contain about 5C° people. Itis at
present seated ina temporary manner till we get more funds, but it is
very comfortable, and is as well attended, I believe, as most churches in
town. We collect monthly to wear off our debt, which amounts to about
£200. Had we been able to collect all the money that was subseribed
for its erection, it would have been clear of any encumbrance, but the
times suddenly changed with us from prosperity to depression, and we
found otirselves thus far short of vur expeciations. We trust, however,
io get gradually forward,




