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[EpiTORIAL, A, T. P.]
Tue Becinnine or Mopery WonbpERs.

The Socicty Islands were so called by Cook in honor of the ¢ Royal
Socicty ;°’ and the largest, having a circuit of one hundred and forty 1ailes
and containing about six hundred square miles, is known as Tahiti, It
consists of two rounded peninsulas joined by a narrow isthmus, and is
crowned with a majestic peak called The Diadem. The name wasa prophecy,
for this island furnished the first conspicucus diadem of modern missionary
labors,

It was first scen >y an English Captain—Wallis—in 1767, The inhab-
itants were tall, stout, brown skinned, with dark eyes, and scemed un-
usually good-natured and playful ; but they were thievcs, liars, and mur-
derers. '

‘When the knowledge of the Tahitians rached England, the directors
of the London Missionary Society determined to send the Gospel to this
island, and at last found thirty men who were willing to go, four of whom
were ministers, the rest tradesmen ; and six of them were married. A ship
called the Duff was bought, and pious Captain Wilson took charge of it.

This memorable missionary band left the Thames on August 10th,
1796. A purple flag waved in the wind, with three doves bearing olive
branches as its device ; and as they sct sail they sang the hywmn, ¢ Jesus,
at Thy command we launch into the deep.”

A seven months’ voyage brought them to the shores of Tahiti, and
they were welcomed by about seventy-five canoes, whose natives clambered
over the ship’s side, and in various ways expressed their joy, hoping for
koives and axes and other useful implements, They had brought with
them hogs and fruit for the purpose of barter ; “wt as it was the Sabbath
day the missionaries ‘ricd to make them understand that they neither sold
nor bought upon the Day of Rest. Most of the natives returned in their
canoes, but about forty stayed on deck, and the missionaries had a service.
‘While they prayed and sang the natives looked on in silence.

Two white men were already at Tahiti, one of whom had been ship-
wrecked, and the other left on shore a few ycars previous. Their names
were Peter and Andrew, and they were clad like savages. Being able to
speak some Tahitian, they served at first as interpreters between the mis-



o !

2 THE MIRACLES OF MISSIONS. [Jaruary

1
]
i
!

sionarics and the natives, but they turned out to be very wicked men,
though born in a Christian land.

An old man, Mane-mane, was bigli-priest to the idol gods, and was
held to be some great one. A chief showed the missionaries an empty
house about one hundred feet long, but unfurnished, which he said should
be given to them. TUpon‘their arrival on the beach they were met at once
by strange customs. The) found the king, Otu, and his queen both riding
on men’s skoulders. Whben those that carried them changed the burden to
other shoulders, the royal feet wore not permitted to touch the ground,
because whatever iznd they touched would become their own, so they
jumped over the head ¢ e man upon the shoulders of another. For the
same reason, when the king and queen visited the ship, they refused to go
on deck, because if they touched the ship it would be theirs, and none but
their own servants might dwell there or eat there henceforward. After-
ward, when Mr. Lewis unfolded his umbrella, they warned him not to hold
it over their heads, as it would thenceorth become sacred to their exclusive
use,

The missionaries found dancers on these islands called Areois, who were
a most wicked set of people. Their Lodies were blackened with charcoal
and their faces dyed red. They committed murders, killing their little
children as soon as they were born. They had no occupation but dancing,
boxing, wrestling, and sporting.

The first night, in presence of the natives, the missionaries sang and
prayed and tbanked God for inclining these strangers to receive them so
kindly ; and the first Sabbath they turned their dwelling into a chapel and
Mr. Jefferson preached, being interpreted by Andrew, the Swede ; and so
through the vehicle of an ungodly man the first impressions of the Gospel
were made upon these natives.

The father of Otu was called Pomare. He was a very wise man ; had
formerly been not on'v a chief, but the supreme king of the chiefs of the
island. He bad, however, many faults. He was a liar, a glutton, covet-
ous, and pre-cminently selfish. On the sccond Sabbath, however, he
attended the service of worship, when Mr. Cover preached from that text
which has been probably the subject of wore sermons than any other in the
Bible—John 3 : 16—and after the service Pemare pronounced what he had
understood very good.

The favorite gad, Oro, was simply a log of wood about the size of a
man, kept in a shed among trees surrounded by a stone wall.  In this place
were altars on which lay pigs tbat had been dead for months, and it was
called a Marx, and was a habitation of crueity. Men were sacrificed and
their flesh hung in large baskets on the trees around till it decayed. No
woman was counted worthy of the honor either of approaching the Marm
or being sacrificed in it. The priests used to roll themselves up in a great
bundle of cloth, and in a squeaking voice pretend to represent the gods ;
and though the people knew that it was tho priest that was speaking, they
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dsred not disobey. They kept in their houses some of their gods, and
fancied them to be in disposition like unto themselves. Iliro was the pro-
tector of thicves, and when they went out to steal, they piromised Hiro a
part of the booty if e would not expose them ; and the missionaries found
that the natives were very much like the god they worshipped. Nothing
was safe within their reach. Murder was guite as common as stealing ;
and one Sunday Mr. Lewis preached upon the commandment, ¢¢ Thou shalt
not kill.””  Mane-mane advised the people to leave off their wicked ways,
yet he had not left off his own ; and when he wanted to kill a man, drank
wine to keep up his courage for his horrible work. His owx wife killed
her offspring, and when remonstrated with, said she would keep the cus-
toms of the country and defy the missionaries’ displeasure.

Some of the idols were made of sione, but most of them of wood, or
of a kind of string made from the outside of the cocoanut. Sharks and
birds were worshipped, and there were more than one hundred gods.
‘When » sacrifice was demended for Oro, it might be the guest who was
cating beneath the roof of a chief. If one man of a family were offered,
the people of the same houschold were usnally chosen until the whole was
destroyed. 'When the beating of the sacred drum gave the signal that a
human sacrifice was required, the natives would flee to the mountain dens
and caves for refuge. The Tahitians believed that at death their spirits
went to cruel gods, who first devoured them three times over, after whick
they passed into the body of a beast, bird, or man, and lived again on
earth.

If thus cruel to their friends, their cruelty to enemies may be inferred ;
their bodies were left unburied to be uevoured by beasts and birds. Some-
times a hole was made through an cnemy’s body, and he was worn as a
Tiputa by the man who slew him. The conquerors destroyed all the women
and children of their foes, and taught their own little children to kill those
of whom they would naturally have made playmates ; and sometimes these
little children of conquered foes were strung on a spear like beads.

Aumong such a people these missionaries began their apparently hopeless
labors, Three weeks had not passed beforo they were rol:bed, and, because
they did not punish the offenders when detected, they were regarded as
cowards ; but they sought to win by kindness, and determined they would
not scek to defend themselves, but confide themselves entirely to the keep-
ing of Jehovah. They placed near their house a hospital, and offered to
nurse all who would come. Though many natives were suffering from ter-
rible diseases, they would not accept the proposition. Satisfied with food
and raiment, the missionaries gave up their blacksmith shop and store room
to Pomare, and even offered to surrender to him all their own private prop-
erty, but he would not accept it. During the first year there was a quarrel
between Pomare and Otu, and, as Mane-inane had stirred up the rebel-
lion, Pomare ordered him to be killed. Thus perished the wicked old
priest, the great man of the Tahitians.
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The more the missionaries saw of Otu the more wicked he was found to
be ; and the continued unbelief of the people was a source of much heavi-
ness to these servants of God. Nothing offended the natives more than to
rebuke their wicked customs. Idia, the queen, had destroyed three chil-
dren of her own within three years after the missionaries had arrived,

On March 3th, 1500, three years to a day from that when the mis-
sionarics first saw the island, the first wooden posts or pillars of a Christian
chapel were reared ; and they besonght God that these, like the pillar that
Jacob set up at Bethel, might be a memorial of the presence of God.

The next June, in the Royal ddmiral, eight new missionaries arrived,
aud were welcomed by Pomare. It was agreed by the brethren that Mr.
Nott shonld go around Tahiti to preach to all the ‘nhabitants,. He was
accompanied by Mr. Elder. Sometimes Mr. Nott preached three or four
times a day. They lodged in the houses of the natives, and took with
them on the journcy some of the Tahitians themselves, who thus had the
advantage of hearing him preach during a five weeks’ tour, and upon his
return he found that they were able to give a clear account of the Gospel
truths they had heard. Constaut prayer weut up to God that He would
pour down 1lis Spirit from on bigh. The missionaries endured great suffer-
ing for the natives’ sake, especially in consequence of desoluting wars,
When the natives were entreated to believe in Jesus Christ, like ancient
unbelievers, they asked, ‘ Has Pomare or amy of the chiefs belicved 2?
They were, in fact, the greatest enemics of Christ, and discouraged the
natives from attending o the Gospel.  The tenacity of idolatry scemed to
make preaching a hopeless task.

The natives had great confidence in the power of red feathers, attribut-
ing large success in fishing to their presence on the canoes, but had little
conception of the soul or of duty, and while faithless toward God they
were credulons toward the most absurd Imposture, placing their trust in
fortune-tellers, dreans, :and signs of good or ill lnck.

While Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Scott were travelling in Tahiti and lay
do¥n to rest, a chief invited a guest to go with him to the beach, killed
him with stones, pat his body in a basket of cocoanut leaves, and sent him
to Pomare as calm and unconcerned as if he had ouly killed a Iog.

In 1803 Pomare himseclf suddenly died, and the wicked Otz had more
power than during his father’s lifetime. ITe styled himself Pomare II. It
was he who was destined to be the fisst convert of the Gospel work at
Tahiti. e had taken pains to learn to read and write. He was greatly
fearcd, and it was believed that he could kill a man by his prayers and
imprecations.  In the spring his queen had 2 child, and he himsclf was
privy to its death. The queen died in 1506,

In May of this ycar a day of fasting and prayer was appointed by the
missionaries, and particular pains were now taken to teach the children,
They learned to repeat a short catechism by heart, and in November Mr.
Davies opened a schoul in the new house, and invited the boys who lived
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near by to attend it on three afternoons in the week. A month afterward
they asked to be tanght oftener, and were instructed daily. They learned
to read and write, being first taught to make letters onthe sand.  Spelling-
books and Bible histories were made for them and sent to England to be
printed.  As the missionaries began to be familiar with the Janguage, they
discovered that it was unfitted for the expression of Christian ideas. Thero
was, for instance, no word for ‘¢ thanks,”” and no proper expression for
13 God.,ﬁ

A vessel arrived from the directors of the London Missionary Society,
bearing a letter in English for Pomare. He was pleased with it, answered.
it courteously, and consented to the request of the directors, and promised
to banish Oro from the island. He acknowledged that his land was a Lad
land, a foolish Jand, and one that knew not the true God ; asked for a largze
number of men, women, and children from England, and said he would
adopt English customs. This letter appears to have been .nsincere, for
shortly afterward he desired that a man might be killed at Atehuru asa
sacrifice, and taken in a canoe to another place 3 and he sought to conceal
it from the missionaries. He scems to have made his fair promises only as
a cloak for his covctousness.

In 1807 another war broke out at Tahiti, which lasted about three
vears. The missionaries were obliged to leave the island, Mr. Nott and
Mr. Hayward going to IIuahine near by, and all the rest to Port Jackson
in New South Wales.

The king, who had goune to Eimeo, invited the missionarics to come to
that island. There were now seven missionaries in Eimeo—Nott, Hay-
ward, Bicknell, Scott, Wilson, Davies, Ienry. They had scttled at Pape-
toai, and built a small chapel and opened a school.  Events occurred which
inclined them to stay in Eimeo, and they observed that the king apeared
{o regard idols less than he had doncin times past. Tor instance, in 1812,
when a sacred turtle was caught, instead of sending it to the idol’s temple,
he had it dressed in an oven in his own kitchen, and served for his dinner,
which was an astounding blow at idol customs ; and asno harm bLefell him,
he was confirmed in his contempt of idols, and the power of the popular
superstitions was greatly weakened. T'ahi, the brother of the King of
Raiatea, made a still bolder experiment—destroying in an oven a sacred
log which had been worshipped, and then ate Lread frait that had been
baked in its ashes.

Pomare declared that he would now have henceforth but one wife. Ile
married Teara, daughter of the Raiatean king, and on the birth of her little
danghter the customs of the ages were disvegarded, which permitted no
fires to be lighted for many days, nobody to leave the shore, and no per-
sons to approach the child except sacred persons in sacred garments.

On July 18th, 1812, Pomare asked to be baptized, and declared his
fixed purpose to cleave to Jehovah and Iis people.  He said, I wish von
to pray for me,”” and proposed to build a Jarger chapel. M= declared that
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he had tried to persuade the kings of other islands to do as he intended to
do, and when they answered that they would cleave to Oro, he told them
that was cleaving to Satan. The missionaries, full of joy, waited anxiously
to see whether Pomare was really a converted man.  Subsequently his grief
for his sins, his observance of the Sabbath, and his cfforts to persuade his
friends to turn to God, convinced them that he had been changed by the
grace of God.

When the missionarics found the people in Eimeo ready to attend their
instructions they heard that the people in Tahiti were likewise inquiring
after Jechovah, and Mr. Scott and Mr. Hayward were sent to se¢ whether
the joyful report was true.

Missionary labor at Tahiti was apparently in vain for from fourteen
to sixteen years, and, notwithstanding untiring, carnest, and faithful effort,
but one solitary instauce of conversion had taken place. The wars of deso-
Iation continued, and abominable idolatries and iniquities reigned. “¢ The
heavens seemed as brass and the earth as iron ;" and when God”: “ime to
favor the work in Polynesia came, the beginning was such as to .urn aij
attention to Ilimself. For at the time the war had driven the missionaries
from the island and cut off all communication. Two native servants,
formerly employed in the missionaries’ families, had, unknown to them,
received favorable impressions, and had united together for prayer. They
had been joined by others, and at the return of the missionaries to Tahiti,
at the termination of the war, they found a number of praying people, and
had little to do Lut to aid in 2 work which Gud had thus singularly begun,

These years of fruitless and apparcntly hopeless toil had almost deter-
mined the direstors of the London Missionary Society to abandon altogether
the work at Tahiti. Dr. Haweis, chaplain to the Countess of Huntingdon,
one of the founders of the society, and the father and liberal supporter of
the South Sca Mission, earnestly opposed such abandonment of the field,
and backed his arguments by a further donation of a thousand dollars.
Tie Rev. Matthew Wilks, the pastor of Mr. Williams, declared with great
emphasis that be would sell the clothes from his back rather than give up
the mission, and proposed, instead of abandonment, that a season of special
prayer should be observed for the divine blessing. Such a scason was
obscrved 3 letters of encouragement were written to the missionaries, and—
mark i l—while the vesscl was on ker way o carry these letlers to Tahiti,

another ship passed her in mid-occan, which conveyed o Great Britain,
October, 1813, the wews that idolairy was entirely overthrown in the island,
and bore buck 1o London the reiceled idols of the people ; and so was fulfilled
literally the Divine promise,  Before they eall I will answer, and while
they are yet speaking I will hear.”

We have already mentioned the fact that, while the missionaries were
driven away from Tabiti, two natives had begun to call upon the Lord Jesus
in prayer.  Quc of these lads was named Tuahine. Another native, im-
pressed by some remarks from 'omare, had gone te make some inquiries
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of Tuahine, who had lived for some time in the missionaries’ families.
Finding his mind was in a similar state they resolved to retire to some
secret place to talk and pray, and after a little while several young persons
united with them ; and this little band, without the guidance of any mis-
sionary, determined to abandon idols and the wicked practices of their
countrymen, keep the Sabbath, and worship Jchovah alone. As Chris-
tianity spread, Tuahine helped the missionaries by directing inquirers,
teaching in the schools, and translating the Seriptures. Sometimes he
spent from cight to ten hours 2 day in this last work, and rendered invalu-
able counsel and aid to the missionaries. He proved himself to be a Bar-
nabas and an Apollos both in one, and had  surprising gift in prayer. He
discharged the office of a deacon with great faithfulness, and died about
forty-five years old, a model of a converted native.

The chapel that Pomare had desired to be built at Eimeo was opened
for worship July 25th, 1813, and the next evening thirty-one natives cast
away idols, and their names were written among the disciples of Jehovah.
Shortly after, the number had risen to above three hundred, embracing,
among others, a priest called Patii, who led the way in the burning of
idols. He brought out the gods one at a time, tore off the sacred garments
and ornaments, threw them one by one into the flames, pronouncing their
names, repeating their foolish histories, and challenging the people to ob-
serve what helpless logs they were. The joy of the missionaries may be
imagined. The queen’s sister about the same time publicly showed her
contempt for the idol gods ; and Pomare himself, though guilty of many
things inconsistent with the character of a Christian, made a tour of Eimeo,
secking to persuade the heathen to turn from idols.

Meanwhile at Tahiti persecution arese against the native Christians.
They took refuge in the woods and lonely valleys at midnight for prayer.
Onc young man suffered martyrdom, and another bore a lifelong scar
received at their hauds. The year 1815 was the most remarkable that had
aver been known at Tahiti. A plan was }=/3 to destroy the Christian
natives entirely, and the night of July 7th wa: sixed upon, when the Chris-
tiaus were to be assembled for prayer. Having been adrised, however, of
this conspiracy, they sailed for Limco, and their departurc was the cause
of a quarrel among their cnemics themselves, in which they largely de-
stroyed each other.

The missionaries at Eimco reccived the Tahitians with great affection,
tut feared that the heathen might rise up in hoth islands and destroy all the
worshippers of Jehovah. July 14th was sct apart as x day of fasting and
prayer.  Sonn afterward two chiefs from Tahiti came to Eimeo, inviting
the Christian chicfs who had fled to return.  The invitation was, however,
amere cover for a plan to destroy the king and his friends. A bautle
ensued in November, 18135, in which Pomare and his little army were vie-
tors.  Iustead of killing his cnemies the king determined to destroy their
idels. The multitude stood astonished, both at the helplessuess of their
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gods and the audacity of their destroyers ; and when the great god Oro was
carried to Pomare’s feet, he set it up as a post in his kitchen, fixing pegs
upon it on which to hang baskets for food, and subsequently burned it as
fuel. Such was the end of the great war god.

Mr. Noit and Mr. Hayward soon went to Tahiti, and made a tour of
the island. They found the people busy in destroying Marxs and build-
ing little chapels. Pomare himsclf had written a prayer, which he often
read in these places of worship—a prayer worthy of any Christian aathor.

The missionaries found the people very anxious to learn to read, and
the king had not only destroyed his public idols, but now wished to part
with the family gods, always kept in his house. He sent about twelve of
these frightful little images to the missionaries in Eimeo, with a letter ask-
ing that they might be sent to the Missionary Society in England, that they
might know the likeness of the gods that had been worshipped in the
jsland. The idols were accordingly nailed up in a wooden case and sent
to the directors of the London Missionary Society. Family prayer became
common, and the people retired to the bushes for private supplication.
The missionaries could scarcely get any rest, so continually were they
besieged with inquiry. In every place they found chapels—sixty-six in ah
—in which the people assembled four times a week.

About this time a printing-press was brought to Eimeo, and from a
neighboring Mare, polished stones—picces of pavement upon which
worshippers had knelt before the altars—were dug up and placed where
God’s Word was to be printed. Satan was robbed that God might be
honored. The first book printed was the Babs, or spelling-book, and
Pomaze was permitted to aid in seiting up the first page, and to strike off
the first impression. The Tahitians were very anxious to have these printed
books, and sent to the missionaries plantain leaves rolled up, with the
request for spelling-tooks written on the leaves, This was the beginning
of the spreading of the knowledge of God frem isle to isle by the power of
a sanctified literature.  Catechisms followed, and little books containing col-
Jections of texts ; schools were multiplied, converts increased, and there
was a general spirit of inquiry.

For years Mr. Nott had been translating the Gospel of Luke into
Tahitian, assisted by Pomare, and while the book was in press the natives
often constrain~d Mr. Ellis to stop printing to explain to them what they
read. The missionaries wished to bind the books hefore they were dis-
tributed, but the impatience of the people compelled them to give up wait-
ing for proper binding materials. The natives, however, did not suffer
these precious books to remain without praper protection ; dogs and cats
and goats were killed that their skins might be prepared for covers, and
the greatest anxiety was manifested to obtain these new copies of the
Gospel. Five men from Tahiti landed at Afarcaita, and did not go into
any houso 1o lodge lest some one might anticipate them in the moming
and buy up all the books, so that they should be compelled to return with-
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out any. Mr. Ellis gladly gave them copies of the precious Gospel, which
they wrapped in bark, put in their bosoms, and set sail for "Labiti without
having taken food or drink during their stay at Eimeo.

And now the brethren determined to form a missionary society in
Eimeco, and on May 13th a great meceting was heid, and numbers of
natives came from Tahiti. The prayers began at sunrise, and long before
the chapel service at three o’clock they were obliged to leave the chapel for
the grove outside to accommodate the crowds. The king was seated with
the queen, her ladies, and many chicfs, and Mr. Nott preached from the
words, * Understandest thou what thou readest 2’ (Acts 8:390,31.) An
address from Pomarc himself followed, advocating the formation of the
Missionary Saciety, and hundreds of dark arms were lifted toward heaven
in assent.

The “ Royal Mission Chapel’ at Tahiti, so called, was finished in the
spring of 1819. It contained 133 windows, 20 doors, and was 712 feet
long and 54 feet wide—21% fuet longer than St. Paul's in London. As
1o preacher could speak loud enough to be heard to the end of the chapel
during a whole sermon, three pulpits were placed in it, with a minister in
cach. Six thousand pcople joined in singing God’s praise in this new
place of worship, and three sermons were preached simultancously.

The next day after the dedication service in May, 1819, laws were pub-
licly given to the people, condemning murder, rebellion, theft, Sabbath
breaking, these prohibitions being followed with becoming sanctions.
After the law was read the king asked the chicfs, ** Do you agree to this
Jaw £ and Tati, a ringleader among the rebels, held up both hands, and
called upon the people to do the same. At the closc of the Sabbath ser-
vice, Pomare solemnly prononnced his faith in a crucified Redeemer.  Let
any reader consider how different were these assemblies from the feasts at
which Pomare and his father had distributed the bleeding limbs of human
victims as offerings to the gods.

The rest of the year was full of rejoicing ; new customs obtained, and
the preaching of the Ward was greatly blessed. Pomare was shut up
whole days with Mr. Nott, helping him to correet the translations of the
Gospel of John and the Aets,

We can givo no further space to this wonderful story. The king him-
self was a leader in all good works, and on December 7th, 1821, dind in
the faith of Christ at the ame of fortv-seven vears. Though naturally
proud, covetous, deeeitful, intemperate, and treacherous, he not only
believed the Word of Gad himself, but persnaded many others, while he
foreed none to turn from their idals, and we cannot hut bhelieve that, not-
withstanding his many faults, he sineerely belonged to Christ.

A fitting conclusion t5 this narrative may be found in the coronation of
the yonng king, four years old, on April 21st, 1824, Ile was dressed in
his coronation robes in Mr. Nott’s house, and borne to the church on the
highest platform. A hymn was sung, a praver was offered, and Mr. Nott
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made an effective address. The laws of the country were placed upon the
table, and the young king was asked whether he wounld promise to govern
the people in justice, and mercy, and obedience to these laws and to the
Word of God ; and he replied, ““T do, God being my helper.”  Oil was
then poured upon his head, and a blessing pronounced upon him by Mr.
Davies. The crown was placed upon his brow while Mr. Nott spoke
words of benediction, and the Bible was presented to him as the most price-
less treasure in the world. From the platform of coronation, the proces-
sion went to the  Royal Mission Chapel,” and the young king sat in the
royal pew.

Contrast this scene with the coronation of Pomare II, who had been
declared king according to the heathen fashion, robed in a girdle covered
with red feathers, the ceremony attended by the slaughter of men and
fellowed by the worship of the god Oro. Now alittle prince began his
reign with the sweet sacrifice of prayer and praisc to the living God.

In the end of the summer of 1835 many people in various parts of the
island were converted, especially Ly the preaching of Mr. Nott, at Papao,
and in July, 1836, the queen found that only two openly ungodly persons
were to be found in the whole district of Pare ; and Mr. Davies was almost
asmuch blessed at Papare as Mr. Nott was at Papao. The translation of the
whole Bible into Tahitian was completed in 1836, the greatest part of the
work having been done by Mr. Nott ; and in February of this year Mr. Nott
set sail for England. He presented the translation to the directors of the
London Missionary Scciety, and remained in England for two years. He
appeared at Excter Hall at the great anniversary in 1838, and after show-
ing the Assembly a copy of the Tahitian Bible, bade them a last though
not an everlasting farewell, and returned to Tahiti, rejoicing in the privi-
lege of spending the remainder of his days in the service of Christ in the

South Seas.

THONOR OF A MISSIONARY.

I should not like you, if meant by the gifts of God for a great mission-
ary, to dic a millionnaire. I should not Jike it, were you fitted to be a
missionary, that you should drivel down into a king. What are all your
kings, all your nobles, all yourstars, all your diadems and your tiaras, when
you put them altogether, compared with the dignity of winning souls for
Christ, with the special honor of building for Christ, not on another man’s
foundation, but preaching Christ’s gospel in regions far beyond ! Treckon
him to be a man hounored of men who can do a forcign work for Christ;
but he who shall go farthest in self-annihilation and in the furtherance of
the glory of Christ shall be a king among men, though he wear a crown
no carnal eyes can see.—Spurgeon.

&
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CHRISTIAN MISSIONS AND THE HIGHEST USE OF WEALTH.

Ax Appress seFoRe tue A. B. C. F. M. ar Prrrsrixio, Mass,, Qcroser
14111, 1891,

BY PRESIDENT MERRILL EDWARDS GATES, LL.D., OF AMHERST.

The incarnation of the living God as the Redeemer of man has magde it
forever necessary that the man who would know God must see something
of God in his fellow-men. In all ages the men whose hearts God has
touched, whose eyes God has opened that they may see Him and make
others see Him, have been men mightily moved in soul and heart toward
their fellow-men. The nearer we come to God’s view of human life, the
purer and deeper and mightier will be our love of human souls and eur pity
for wasted. sinful, and benighted human lives,

Love or Gob axp Wonxk ror MeN,

There is a Divine revelation of the very heart of God Himself in the
description Christ gives us of the scenes of division at the judgment. Our
Master takes as His own not those who selfishly ery, “ Lord, Lord 1’ and
boast familiarity with God’s power and achievements of their own in cast-
ing out devils ; but the men who have shown ¢ the mind which was in Christ
Jesus,”” and under the constraining power of Christ’s love have served Him
by serving *‘ in His name”’ their fellow-men for whom He died. It is by
the faith that is in Christ Jesus that we stand ; but the absolutely vital, the
indissoluble connection of faith with love and with works of love and help-
fulness and mercy, is made startlingly clear in this revelation by Christ of
the things which shall be made manifest at that day. It is only by living
out a vital principle of life to its issues that we can come to know it
thoroughly. True Christians are men and women who are bent upon
reducing right theories of life to right living. Life-power and moral truth
are the mightiest forces in the universe. In Christian character these two
forces are combined. God is life and truth ; godlikeness worked out in
life i3 character ; into sound character has entered the ¢ omnipotence of a
principle,” and the almightiness of God Himself is pledged to make char-
acter, which is vitalized truth, the mightiest power within the control of
man, And since God is love, and God in Christ is the supreme revelation
of that holy and infinitely attractive love which spared not His own Son
that He might be just and yet might love us out of our sins into lives of
holiness, Christians can never learn large lessons of God’s love in Christ
without sharing in Christ’s love for their fcllow-men

Tur Test—Our FerLing Towarp MurmTuprs or UNSHEPHERDED Miw.

Always, then, for the individual Christian, and for any body of Christians
who are acting together, there is a supreme test in the question, How



Al hdhamand

12 CIRISTIAN MISSIONS AND THE TIGHEST USE OF WEALTH. [January

deep a concern do you feel for the welfare of the great body of your fellow-
men? What are your feelings, what are your purposes, what is your atti-
tude of soul 4oward the benighted ones, our brothers and sisters, who are
ignorant, debased, sin-burdened, and hopeless in the world ?

Sharp and clear is the contrast between the spirit of the Pharisees and
the spirit of Christ in this matter of caring for crowds of the common peo-
ple.  When their returning officers said, ¢ Never man spake as this man
speaks,” and when “‘ the common people heard Him gladly,”” the Phari-
sees waved aside the divine meaning of the message with that contemptuous
phrase, the essence of selfish vanity and arrogant pride, * This people that
knoweth not the law is accursed.”” DBut ¢‘ the mind that was ju Christ
Jesus,”? the mind that dwells in every true child of Ged in richer falness as
the Holy Spirit shows him the things of Christ, is revealed in the words,
* But when He saw the multitude, He was moved with compassion upon
them, because they fainted and were scattered abroad as sheep having no
shepherd.”  In those words speaks from the heart of God the loving voice
of the Good Shepherd; and ‘‘ His sheep know His voice and follow
Him.”

This mind that was in Christ, this deep yearning love for lost men, has
always marked the true Church. It began its growth among men with the
growth of the early Church at Jerusalem, and it had to bresk its way
through that intense spirit of exclusiveness which, with the Jewish Church,
had been a cult for centuries. Tor generations God had walled in His
chosen people, had separated them from the rest of the world, that their
knowledge of Him and their realization of His presence might be intensified
by exclusion. In the fulness of time, when the Word was made flesh,
when the love of God was poured into the life of men through the life and
the words of Christ, this spirit of love for all mankind burst the cerements
of the old dispensation, and the Christian Church began its wondrous
growth on earth. It came into life, it grew and prospered under the teach-
ing and gunidance of the Third Person of the Trinity, the ever-living Holy
Spirit, whose office it is to take of the things of Christ and show them to
His followers, who is with us here to-day guiding His Church. Peter
first felt the power of this mission-spirit of Jove for all mankind. Then
the heavenly vision came to Paul, and flaming with the spirit of Christ’s
love be went through all the provinees, fiery-hearted with the spirit of mis-
sions, With the growth of the Church this spirit has increasingly pre-
vailed ; the walls of separation between nations have been broken down by
it. Ttis to the growing spirit of Christ, not to the cvolution of a percep-
tion of a subtly selfish interest for the individual to e attained by the pro-
motjon of the welfare of the whole—it is to the spirit of Christ and not to
“ erlightened sclf-interest,” that we owe the deepening sense of the
solidarity of the race which binds men together the world arourd.

In the history of the Church it is the men whose hearts have received
this spirit in the largest measure whose names illumine the annals of the




1892.] CHRISTIAN MISSIONS AND TILE HIGHEST USE OF WEALTIH. 13

Church and the pages of universal history. In their hearts was condensed
so much of the thrilling force of Christ’s love that heat passed into fiery
rays of light, and they became beacons to men for all time, From Paul,
longing to visit Spain, yearning over the Romans, melted with love for the
Galatians, holding all Grecce and all Asia in his heart, down through the
glorious roll of saints and martyrs and missionary heroes till we reach the
nawmes of the missionaries whom we have seen in the flesh, and whom we
love, hearts and lives on fire with the love of lost and benighted men
have been the evidence of the spirit of life in the Church of Christ,

IN A Livine Cuugrcn, ALwAYs A Love or Missioxs.

‘There can be no living Church without a glowing love for missions.
Christ has made this very clear to us. In the glimpse He gives us of the
judgment, in His partiug words as He ascended, ¢“ Go ye and make disci-
ples of all nations,” aud, ¢‘ Lo, I am with you all the days, even unto the
end of the world,” we find the very essence of His teaching, the flowering
of His spirit of service. To seek and to save that which was lost, was the
mission that brought our Divine Redeemer from heaven to carth ; and to
seek and to save the lost is the Divine commission, from the glorified
Christ in heaven to each believer who looks up to a Divine Redeemer for
direction in a life of grateful service.

‘What has this to do with the question of money and its use ? Let us
ask ourselves this question thoughtfully.

Mzex axp Mzaxs.

As members of the Church of Christ set to de Christ’s work in the
world, assemmbled here in the interest of one of the most important agencies
in that work of evangelizing the world, which is pre-eminently the one work
given by Christ to His people to do in His name, we are brought face to
face with the question of the means to carry out this important work.
Here, as in every other important undertaking which is to influence many
lives, men and means are the essential requirements. Men never were
offered to a praying Church in such numbers as stand confronting us to-
day, saying, ** We are ready, scad us.” Under the influence of the spirit
of God, the immeasurable importance of bearing the glad tidings to the
dark places of the carth has dawned upon young men and women in our
land with a vividness and a power never before seen or known in the his-
tory of the Church. Do you who are past middle age remember the
** missionary concerts’’ of your youth, when prayers were regularly offered
that God would *‘ break down the walls’” that shut Christians out of China
and Japan? That prayer has been answered. Tbis year the Emperor of
China issues a royal edict calling upon the governors of his provinces to
protect the missionaries against misrepresentation and violence, and declar-
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ing that the object of Christian teaching is to make men better. 'Wo have
been witnesses of this marvellous change. We have seen Japan rise
suddenly to highest standards in civilization and in government—a nation
bornin a day. Japanese Christians are setting the Christian world an exam-
ple of unity and loving fellowship in work. The testimony of all observers
is that never was a great nation in a more receptive mood for Christian
truth than is Japan to-day. In India thero is a special call for laborers.
Another generation of educated men, broken loose from the old faith, will
soon be anarchic in morals unless Christianity shall supply the basis of
morality in life. "We need not raise any questions of a future hell ; there
will be hell let loose upon the earth unless Christian truth gets hold upon
India, unless the love of Christ cherished in the heart shall more than
make good the loss of restraints of the old order. In unharvested fields
the grain, ripe and ready, falls to the earth in rich, decaying masses, un-
garnered. Unless these years that are now upon us be used, the oppor-
tunity is forever lost. It is now or never, for India !

“ TiME-VALUE’’ AND *‘ PLACE-VALUE.”

Political economists talk of a  time-value,’” which belongs to a com-
modity that is ready precisely when it is wanted, like seed corn in spring,
and of a * place-value,”” which is the result of the presence of an instru-
ment or a commodity at the precise place where it is needed, and at pre-
cisely the time when it is needed. The time-utility of missionary effort
just now is immense. Who can estimate the place-utility of Christian
effort now in Japan and in India? Of Africa I hardly dare to speak.
Africa, no longer the totally * Dark Continent,’” first pierced through by
the rays of love and light where Livingstone carried his well-read Bible that
rayed out life for him and made his path a trail of love and light until that
night when he knelt alonc beside his cot under the great tree in the wilder-
ness and, kuneeling, met his God ; Africa, now slowly rising to a place in
the world’s history, but still as booty to be struggled for in a con-
test of diplomacy, if not of arms—to save and uplift Africa, what need
of Christian giving, what a call for belp from Ch.istian America, who owes
the heaviest debt to that continent which is mother of the race, long
fettered and beaten with many stripes, whose unrequited toil made ““ cotton
king’’ !

‘We sce these open doors. We hear these calls from perishing men.
We sce the ¢ time-value’” and the * place-value” of efforts now put forth
for Christ. Loyal subjects of Christ our King, we see clearly the impor-
tance of these strategic points to be seized now for the advencement of His
kingdor» among men. The old walls about the isolated nations, which our
fathers and mothers prayed to have thrown Gown, lie flat before us. The
opportunity is ample. The need is pressing. The demand from the field
is imperative. The Joss of life, the loss of souls, is deadly,
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Wiuar IIinoers T Wonk ?

In those monthly concerts, when the walls abont China and Japan had
fallen, the petitions began to take on this stercotyped form : ‘‘ Lord, raise
up men and women who shall be willing to go iuto these opening ficlds.”’
The seerifice involved in foreign mission work has always been Immense,
Dbut the fruit of it has been abundant and rich. Partings with kindred and
friends, departures into strango lands—these have always been cssential to
the propagation of the truth since the time when God said to Abraham, the
father of the faithful, * Get thee out of thy country and from thy kindred,
and come into the land which I will show you.”” By such self-sacrificing
obedience to God’s commands have new nations learned of that brother-
hood of man which bas no meaning, no power, save as all natious learn
that they have a commeon Father, even God. Much of what is called the
“ spirit of the nineteenth century,’” this awakening of the world o the
conviction that all men are of one blood, and that property in man is im-
possible, is the manifest result of mission work done by strangers who, for
Christ’s sake and at God’s call, have sojourned in strange lands among
despised pooples preaching peace and brotherhood through Christ. But
the cost of leaving home and friends and native land, the sacrifice involved
in expatriating one’s self and one’s children, has always been so serious a
matter to contemplate that those who love their own ease have always won-
dered when the call of God has been potent enough to carry His conse-
crated servants as missionaries to foreign fields. The supply of men and
women willing to go has never been equal to the need of the field, seldom
to the means at the disposal of the missionary boards. It has been taken
for granted by the Church for the last two generations, first, that the walls
that shut in mighty nations could not be broken down short of centuries to
come ; and then, that laborers willing to go could not be found in suffi-
cient numbers.

Fack 1o FAce witt ANSWERED PRAYERS.

But what is féme to our God, when He wills to send His kingdom for-
ward by a mighty unfolding into the growing season, into the flowering
time ! A thousand years are as a day with Him. He laid the walls level.
He opened the way. His will and wisdom brought in the age of steam.
Railroads and steamship lines girdle His globe to make ready a highway
for his messengers, * speaking peace to the nations.” He sets a Stephen-
son and a Fulton, a Morse and a Bell and an Edison at His tasks when they
know it not. Corporations of selfish men do His work, as heedless of the
plan of God as are the stones which are framed into the mighty arch of the
cathedral, or the liquid elements that are seized upon by the growing plant
and drawn up into a place in the beauty of its unfolded blossom by a
power utterly boyond their ken! Mission ficlds are open. The world is
the field, All fences are down. A Christian Church, the Church of

~
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America, stands to-day face to face with its answered prayers, It is as if
a throng of men and women had been standing in the ante-room of the
King’s chamber, half drearily telling each other in mounotonous voices what
they wished to ask for if the King would only give them audience. Sud-
denly the King steps in among them and declares, “ T know your wishes ;
you have them now !’ And with stammering voices and uncertain
gestures the would-be petitioners stand abashed in the presence of a royal
Giver, whose readiness to give exceeds their readiness to receive !

Tur Srupenr VoLUNTEERS FOR Missions,

For a generation the Church has been praying for men and women who
were ready to go. The Holy Spirit has tried the hearts and searched the
spirits of young men and women at our higher institutions of learning.
No one who has been among them, as I hsve been, and has seen this search-
ing work of the Lord, can fail to recognize it as God’s doing, and as alto-
gether wonderful and like His mighty power and the gracious constraining
force of His own love, that to-day over six thousand youug Christians of
America are volunteers for Christian mission-work.

The years when young students Jook out upon life from the mountain
heights of youth are favorable to a clear vision of comparative values.
While the wish is eager to make one’s life count for the utmost possible in
the service of God by serving one’s fellow-men, thoso whose eyes God
touches that they may truly see discern the truth that no other work com-
pares in potent possibility for good with this light-bearing in dark places,
Our * young men see visions ;”” and this is the fulfilment of God’s glorious
promise of rich blessing for any nation. They see that the Holy Spirit
describes the highest object of a liberal education, when Ho speaks of one
who ‘¢ has the tongue of the learned to speak a word in season to him that
is weary.”” And the spirit of God has so moved upon the young people in
the Church of God in this land, that as a class of Christiuns they say to-
day to the Church of God, ** We are ready to go. We are eager to try
within this next generation to fulfil the glorious command of Christ and
¢ make disciples of «l/ nations.’ »’

Tus Aumicnry Basker Cauns v His Loaxs,

Sinee the work is Christ’s work intrusted to us, since the would-be
workers are ready and call upon our mission boards to send them, since the
great, the rapidly growing wealth of this Christian nation is in the hands
of Christian men and women of mature years, my brothers, what
apswer can we give for ourselves before the *udgment throne of God, if
this glorious work of preaching the Gospel of light to dying men is checked
and dwarfed, and fails of its glorious possibility, because we who are God’s
stewards hold fast to God’s money for our own sclfish uses$ Thereisa
time when the Almighty Banker of the Universe calls in His loans!
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There is a time when the Master, about to return from far countries, Him-
self makes rigid yet loving inquiry of every steward concerning the talents,
be they one or ten, intrusted to his use. Arc we so using the money God
has given us as to give to Him ‘‘ His own with interest’ ¢

But, some one will say, this is an unnatural view which you present.
Christiuns are to use their money as do other men, subject to the laws of
political economy and in accordance with the general spirit of the time in
which they dwell and with the standards that prevail in the grades of
socicty where their lot is cast, Let us look at the question for 2 moment.

His ProrerTY 1s A MAN’S ¢ Opiecririep WiLL,”’

A man’s property has been said to be his ‘¢ objectified will.”” Mere
things, which apart from man arc impersonal and utterly outside of moral
and jural considerations, enter into the domain of rights, of justice, of
morality, through their relation to the will of their owner. The object
into which you have introduced your will, which you have willed and
worked to make your own, bas become in a sense a part of you. There is
atrue sense in which the man who touches your property touches you.
Property that is truly owned and used becomes in 2 sense a part of the
owner and user. His intelligence permeates it, his will directs its use,
Since wealth is often labor stored up in portable form, it has in it a man’s
life. Tt partakes of his personality. A man’s wealth, through his acting
in it, becomes a personal foree in social life which may be used for the
noblest ends or prostituted to the basest uses.

No man can escape the fullest responsibility for the use he makes of
his wealth, which is potential power of service. Every man holds all his
powers in trust ; for the use he malkes or fails to make of each power, ke
must answer at the judgment-seat of God. Our divine Teacher has warned
us that in wealth there is a subtle and dangerous tendency which leads it
1o seek to escape this Jaw of service. Wealth, which should be a useful
servant, secks to become a tyrannical master. Christ in His warnings to
His followers personifies but one power in the universe as likely to become
a dangerous rival for that throne in man’s heart and life which belongs to
God Himeelf. The subtle power against which e thus warns us is
Mammon, the love of money. Between the mad pursuit of gain and the
service of the living God, He warns us that every man must choose. ¢Yeo
cannot serve God and Mammon,”” The property that you have must be as
fully and entirely subject to the Jaw of the service of God in serving your
fellow-men, as must your powers of heart and will and haund and head.

Tus Converrep HEearr Invorves tHe Coxverrep Pockger-Boox.

Talk of men as converted, as Christian men, who consciously and delib-
crately allow their property to be used for debasing and ruining their fel-
low-men ! Imagine that a man’s heart and will can be converted to the ser-
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vice of God, and his property remain in the service of the devil! ’Tis an
utter impossibility !

The conversion that does not reach a man’s use of his property is no
true conversion. T .re is no truly Christian man who keeps an uncon-
verted pocket-book or bank account. God’s universal law of unselfish ser-
vice is as supreme in the domain of material possessions—in the realm of
that wealth which extends 2 man’s power *‘ to bring things to pass’—as
it is in any other department of man’s possible efforts. The unvarying
law of God, which attaches an obligation to every opportunity and places a
duty over against every right, makes no exception of wealth with its vast
powers of scrvice. God has so ordercd the social life of our race that no
man ca1 make the most of his powers of mind and heart and will until he
employs those powers in the service of his fellow-men.  This is an accepted
Jaw in the realm of mir 1 and spirit. It is vo less binding upon the power
which material wealth places at a man’s disposal. No man has the slightest
right to say of his wealth, “ It is mine ; I may use it selfishly if I will.”
No man bhas arrived at a true conception of the responsibility that attaches
to the possessior. of property, until his relations through it to his fellow-
men fill a larger tlace in his views of life than does his ability by his
wealth to serve his own sclfish ends, No man is free to male an option as
to whether he or his property shall come under God’s law of service. He
and his property are under that law, of necessity, as he is of necessity a
member of society and of the State, without his leave having been asked.
In the use of his property, as of all his other powers, he owes steady
allegiance to that Jaw cof service, by virtue of the solidarity of God’s
uni* 'rse of law ; and thongh in managing his property he may disregard
this obligation, he can never escape it.

Now, wealth must be used for ser.ice according to its own laws,
Wealth is produetive only as it is used as capital—that is, as wealth
cmployed in the production of new wealth, of new values. Since wealth
is ¢“ the usufruct of skill, intelligence, and morality," it places its owner
under obligaiion steadily so to use it as to reproduce morality, intelligence,
and skill.

Restrictep SERVICE, TO Gary Wravrth.

My brothers, Christian men who have pnt much of your life into
money-winning, as you remember how much of time and effort have been
withheld by you from more definite Christian work that you might con-
centrate yourself upon money-winning, is there not an especisl call upon
you that you redeem (*“ buy back™) the time that was withheld from God’s
work by you while you were making money ¢

Take the case of a man who has won his wealth by years of concen-
trated cffort. Often it is truc that he has gained it by a constant with-
drawal of his time and his strenath from other accupations in which a
gencrous, public-spirited man weuld like to cngage.  ““ Follow this line of
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study with me,”” said a friend, in his carly manhood. ““No ; business
demands all my time,’’ was the answer. ‘¢ Take hold and help us in this
effort at political reform in our city,” said his public-spirited neighbor.
¢¢ T haven’t the time, business claims me.” ¢ Will you undertake part of
the worl of special visiting to be done by our church people this winter 2*?
¢ Really, you must find some ono else, my dear pastor, I am so pressed
by business.” It was by such restrictions of effort, by such exclusions of
everything that did not tend directly to the winning of moncy, that he
made his way to wealth.

But clearly, God meant that man to cuitivate his mind, to be a useful
citizen and a Christian worker. In some way, then, the time and strength
withdrawn from other duties and from public service should be given back
to serving the public, to the enriching of the life of others.

Lsr tak LiFe InvoLvep 1xv Wearra-Wixxine se Evorvep 1v tue Ricar
Uss or Wravrta.

The time owed to distinctively Christian effort, to work for the good
of his fellow-men, may be in part made good, if the wealth into which
his cfforts and time were coined is used nobly and wisely. And while
no giving for Christian work can take the place of personal interest in Chris-
tian activity, yet many men could do infinitely more by free and conse-
crated gifts of large sums of money than they now do by formal expressions
of their sense of unworthiness and lack of effort in the past, unaccompanied
even now by any large use of their wealth for Christ’s cause.

¢ Redeem the time” that was withbeld from God’s service by you
while you were making ruoney. Redeem it, buy it back, by using your
money conscientiously and generously for God’s work.

If you bave inherited wealth, let the time and labor that were involved
in the rolling up and the transmission of a fortune, be evolved again in days
and years of active philanthropic and Christian work, done by the Christian
workers whom your money supports in mission fields.

¢ Prouryia ALTER Saxcuis.”

For every one of us, & part of his life-cffort is stored up in money—in
his possessions. It is the clear perception of this fact that gives signifi-
cance to the old phrase, ¢ pecunia alter sanguis.” In the money your life
acquires is stored ap the life-blood of your cffort 5 not becanse gold is as
precious as one’s life, but because the power acquired by past cffort, stored
up in money, enables you to sot the efforts of others in motion to carry
out your purposc and your will. IIow shall this life-blood of your past
cffort be kept pure and nobiec ¢ How will you use it !

Wealth is concentrated power of service. Whether our wealth be
great or small, it is still concentrated power of service. Is the wealth that
is in the hands of Christians also conscerated power of service? Upon this
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blood of your past life, which has in it a life-giving power if used for

noble ends, has there fallen the touch of cunsecration ?
Is it not an awful danger of our times, the greatest peril that threatens

professediy Christian people, that though we are Christians, we so per-
sistently ignore all true ends in the use of our money ¥ Is it not too much
our habit of thought to ragard only those as people of wealth who have
much more money than have we? When we read upon page after page
of the New Testament the 1aost searching warnings as fo the use of wealth,
is it not our habit to pass them ¢n to the very wealthy, whose fortunes

far exceed the means at our dispesal #
Alaunoy MaY BE WoRsHIPPED BY THE I’00R AS TRULY AS BY THE [licu.

Yet the essential nature of wealth does not lie in its quantity, in the
amourt of money at a man’s disposal. The god Mammon may bLe
worshipped with a mau’s whole heart, though his business transactions
Dbe petty and his savings smali. Some rich men give to good causes sinall
contributions, with a hypoeritical allusion to ** the widow's mite ;™ but
our Lord bestowed His regai Llessing upon the widow's mite no¢ because
it was small, but becawse she guve her whole living to the Lord. And in
the countless warnings addressed by Him who is the Truth to Iiis fol-
lowers, cautioning them as to the deccitfulness of riches, as to the diflicul-
ties that those who trust in riches will find in entering the Kingdom of
Icaven, the word used is one that does not lay stress upon great wealth—
is onc that may be used of very small possessions.  The essential meaning of
the word is usadle valucs embodied tn materinl things. The warning is
against trasting in material things for our happiness, our sccurity, our
power.  Rather are we o trust in the living God, to use for the glory of
God all the powers we have of body, soul and mind, every means by which
we may bring things to pass in our life here. The warning is against the
comfortable sense of safety that comes from ** having means bekind you,”
largze or small.  Whatever possession is capable of standing hetween a
man’s soul, and a vita! living dependence upon Gad day by day, is to be
suspected, dreaded, and used with fear and trembling as in the sight of a
jealous God, who has persenified this love of possessions as His great rival

in the hearts of men.

* DxegitrreNess, ™

The pecaliarity of riches, great or small, lies in their deceitfulness.
They that trust in possessions cannot enter into the kingdons, even in their
couception of what that kingdom is, and of what are its powers.  And
the awful danger in dealing with riches is, that the material advantages
they secure are so abvious, so universally reengnized, thst most men never
get bevond these advantazes in thonght, desire, or fear. IHow lightly and
apologetically we Christinns are aceustomzed to deai with the awful emphasis
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which our Master has laid upon the perpetual, essential danger that lies in
the use of wealth ! Our Lord has spoken of this danger nga’ui aud again,
in words that stand out luminons with such lurid light as burns in His
warnings against the unpardonable sin. Yet too often we hear these
warnings tossed aside with a half smile, even by preachers of the Gospel
who are accustomed to preach to the rich, as though they would say,
¢ OF course, Christ said this; but what Jle meant was so essentially differ-
ent from this that it need not for a moment make yon gentlemen with large
bank accounts uncomfortable, cspecially if you respond kindly to the
special appeal I make this morning, and drop into the box a contribution
a little Jarger than usual.”  Let us, who believe in the living Word of the
living God, take time to read together a few of the many utterances in
God’s Word which bear directly upon tlus point. Who can doubt that
the iteration and reiteration of these warnings is, for us and for all
Christians, profoundly significaut ?

Tur Pestivoxy orF TaE Worp or (GGon,

¢ The rich man is wise in his own conecit” (Prov. 28 : 11).  “* Thou
fool ! this wight thy soul shall be required of thee. So is he that layeth
up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God” (Luke 12 ::2v).
¢ The deceitfulness of riches chokes the word™ (Matt. 13 :22). “ But
they that will to be rich fall inte a temptation and a snare, and into
many foolish and huriful Justs, whicli drown men in destraction and per-
dition”” (1 Tim. 6:9). *‘ For the love of money is a root of all kinds of
evil : which some reaching after, have been led astray from the faith, and
have pierced thewselves through with many sorrows™ (1 Tim. 6 : 10).
¢ et not the rich man glory in his riches.”>  “ Verily I say unto vou, that
arich man shall hardly™ (the Greek is [duskolos] dvoréAws, meaning literally
that his diet and his digestion are such as to put his life entirely out of har-
mony with the heavenly life ; it © goes against his stomach 3*> before he can
enter in. he must be fed upon other food !)—*¢ shall 2ardly cnter into the
kinedom of heaven™ {Matt. 19 : 23). ““ How hardly shall they that have
riches” (the Greck is [chremata] yoilpersz, not necessarily great riches,
hut possessions cnough to trust in) ““ enter into the kingdom of God™
(Luke 18 : 24).  “ Charge them that are rich in this world that they be
not high-minded, nor trust in the uncertainty of riches, tmt in the living
God ; that they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to dis-
tribute, willing to communicate—that they may lay hold on eternal
life” {1 Tim. 6:17, 18). *“Go to, now, ve rich, weep and howl for
your miscries that are coming upon you. Your riches aro corrupted ; your
gold and your silver are rusted, and their rust shall be for & testinony
against yow’ (James 5:1-3). Tt is the must, not the gold, thatis the
witness against them. Their means are uot used for Christ, and the
sclfish rust on them * shall eat your flesh as it were fire,” * There
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is a grievous cvil which I have seen under the sun—namely, riches kept by
the owner thereof to his hurt ; and those riches perish by evil adventure”
(Eccl. 5 :13).

Can there be any question that thesc clear declarations of God cut
sharply across the tacit assumptions of many of the Clristian congregations

of our times ?

Cirust Teacnrs Cunistiaxns o Use Weart, nur Nor 10 * Trust It

Yet this awfully dangerous power of wealth is entrusted to Christians.
The parables and teachings of our Lord, time after time, hold up the
property relation as the basis of alesson in Christian living. The great
majority of His parables deal with this relation in one form or znother.
Nothing can be clearer than that He holds every Christian responsible for
the right use of all his possessions, however small, however large, they may
be. For the right use of the ten talents and the iwo talents, there is the
same commendation, the same relative reward ; while the awful stress of
contrast is laid upon him who had but onc talent because he declined to use
that one for his master. There is no one of us here present, then, who
can feel that the warnings and the responsibilities that attend the possession
of wealth for a Christian do not concern himself. For the right use of =}
his powers of service, God holds each onc of us responsible ; and ceztainly
the income that cach onc of us receives, the property that each one of us
possesses, has in it latent power of service for the promotion of the
Master’s kingdom.

Now the divine Jaw of political economy applies to this whole matter.
Dangerous as is the use of wealth, God calls upon Christians to use all
they have of it, be it little or much, in His service and for His glory.
We sing in moments of devotion,

¢ All that I have I owo to Thee,
I hold it for the Giver.””

The proportion which cach man of usis free to spend upon his own persoual
gratification, upon the personal pleasures of his family, upon the embellish-
ments of his howme, we cannot determine for each other ; but every one of us
is bound conscientiously to determine it before God, and under the search-
ing vision of the Spirit of all Truth, whom no detail and no selfish motive
can escape. The Holy Spirit in the Leart of Christians can and does make
¢ sumptuary laws™ for us.

To Hzrr Mex 10 Hsur TuHeEMsSELVES

When we become convineed that there is in our hands as stewards
money to be used for our absent Lord—For our Lord in bodily presence
withdrawn, in spirit dwelling in us—then how gloriously does the scope
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of this mission work open out before us as we look at the money in our
hands! Wealth must be used for unseliish ends, or it cannot be used as
the Lord wills. To help others, we must help them to help themselves.
The greatest work which Christian wealth can do in the world is to bring
me: one by one under the sway of that onc Supreme Personality, the
Lord Jesus Christ !

Hrrr Tuem to Curist.

The only hope for men is in a close perscnal relation with a perscnal
Saviour. Noi in muasses will men be lifted out of vice and sin.  Society
will be purified, institutions will be made better and kept bettcr, only as
men are drawn one by one to Him ‘“ Who bas been lifted up.” The great
social discontent of our time, whose hoarse warning voice comes to our ear
from every continent on the globe, finds its cause in the lack of a true
centre for cach mun’s life in Christ. The pitiable, blind yearnings of
socialism must touch the hearts of true Christians, because they are the
gropings of men after that truc brotherhood which men find only when
they see the Fatherhood of God. Christ is the *“ Desire of the Nations,”
though they know Him not. The truest, wisest use of wealth is in pro-
moting efforts to bring the Gospel of Christ home to the hearts of the
people, 2nd to bring the people home to Christ. ““They that trust in
their wealth and boast themselves in the multitude of their riches, none of
them can by any means redeem his brother, or give to God a ransom for
him.” But the power of the Holy Spirit can transmute these money gifts,
which we here and now before God pledge ourselves to make for the pro-
motion of Tis kingdom, into Christian influences which will win souls for
Christ.  Oh, what a glorious thought, that dead and wasted years, which
have been coined into money, if that money be laid at the feet of Christ,
may be made to live over again, His Spirit touching the dead past and
quickening it into living service, as this money shall send to the dark places
of the carth souls fired with the wish to preach Christ !

¢ Defer not charities till death,’’ says Bacon, * for certainly if a man
weigh it rightly, he that doth so is rather liberal of another man’s than of
his own.””> Be your wealth great or small, use it for Christ while you can
yourself direct its use, while you can yourself sece and enjoy the mighty
moral and spiritual values which are produced from the right use of wealth.
Where is the man or the woman of larze wealth who wiil set the world a
Christian example of that free, cheerful, joyous giving which God loves
(** God loveth a cheerful giver™”) by taking a whole mission station to
support from his abundant means, as a rich man keeps a yacht *¢ for his
own pleasure” ¥ Who will thus praverfully * redecns” large sections of
his great wealth, of his coined time, by prayerfuliy using it for these noble
cnds !

We look for the speedy appearing of such great benefactions, as the re-
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spousibility of wealth comes to be more clearly felt. Meanwhile, let us
sec to it that by loving and free giving until we feel it in the sweet depri-
vations that we are willing to meet for Christ’s sake, we cach one of us
show to the world something of that spirit that brings a blessing from
the Lord, Who still * sits over against the treasury.”’

TIOE GOSPEL AFLOAT. (With Map.)

BY REV. ROBERT W. McALL, D.D., PARIS, FRANCE.

[Nore.—At the Editor's request Dr. McAll has sent {o the REVIEW an account
of the new entorprise for French waters, and a plate of the proposed boat.—
Eprror.]

Not Jong since there was issned the following appeal for a McAll
mission boat for river and canal-work thronghout France.

Each summer, for many years past, the boats lent to the mission by Mr,
Henry Cook (Seamen’s Friend), of Portsmouth and Gosport, have visited
various French seaports, and a remarkable blessing has resulted.

Last summer immense interest was awakened during the sojourn of the
boat in Paris, moored for two months in the Seine, beside the celebrated
Pont de Ia Concorde.

Hence has arisen our intense desirc to have our own boat adapted to
the system of rivers and canals which is spread like « network all over
France, and which consequently could be used at all seasons of the year,
By this means hundreds of hitherto unvisited places can be reached with
the Gospel messagze. The estimaled cost of such a vessel, containing a
saloon for meetings and seating 120 to 140 persons, with lodging for
these in charge, is estimated at £1000. Captain and Mrs. Pim, of
Valence, members of the Society of Friends, genciously offer to give their
services during seven months of each year to carry out this enterprise.
The annual outiay for dues, watermen, lighting, warming, etc., and the
cxpenso of an evaugelist sent to aid in the services, will amount to about
£200.

We plead earnestly for special donations toward building the boat, and
annual subscriptions toward working it. Without these, this most desir-
able undertaking cannot be accomplished, the ordinary income being
already taxed to the utmost.

While we were using Mr. Cook’s boat, Zc Bon Messager, one writer,
in a popular French daily newspaper, professing to be very friendly, asked,
“ What is to be done when, in a few days, this little ship has to quit the
Seine and put to sea again? A happy thought accurs to us, which we
submit to the promoters of this effort.  We recommend them to engage a
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balloon and hold meetings in the air, high above the Tour Eiffel. The
andience being thus already part way to heaven, it will be easier to guide
them upward for the remainder of the journey.”

This and similar pleasantries clearly attracted thousands to the boat,
and numbers who came expecting to be amused remained as earnest
listeners. It would be diflicult to compute in how far we are indebted
even for the new, permanent boat to the popular interest thus awakened,
evideneing how especially this novel mode of evangelization is adapted-to
reach the French people.

When the ship was about to leave Paris, a pleasing little incident
ocenrred.  Mr. Ilenry Cook, of the Portsmouth Seamen’s Society (who
lent us the vessel), and our missionary, the Rev. S. R. Brown, had to go
from onc marine office to another to carry out some formalitics. The
distances were considerable, so they hired a small carriage, and were directed
from burcan to burcan, a wearisome round. When it was finished Mr.
Brown asked the driver what extra sum (beyond the small legal fare for a
single drive) was due, on account of the many calls and long waiting.
¢ Gentlemen,”” he said, his countenance brightening, ¢ T will not receive
one sou extra. 1t has been a pleasure and privilege to conduct you. Tand
wmy son have attended the boat meetings whenever we could, and have
found great benefit there. T am only too happy to offer this small mark of
ny gratitude.”

The new boat is now in process of building ; the speeial donations
have warranted ordering it, but there will be the aunual cost of working it,
river and canal dues, mariners’ support and cost of sending evangelists—
though the good captain and his wife will receive nothing, not even their
own support.  We tried to believe the annual cost would not surpass £200,
but to work well we must rather reckon on £300. It certainly promises to
be the means of sending far and wide the Gospel message in France to
nunbers of places in which it is as yet never heard.  'We hope to launch
it about the end of October.

From the Nincteenth Annual Report of the McAll Mission we append
a few statements which will interest all who are watching the new develop-
ments of this work. The missionary boat on the Seine has found the door
open wider than ever in France. This was a new experiment in the heart
of the vast eity. Moored at the well-known Pont de la Concorde, it was
wonderful to descend into the cabin on a summer afternoon, and find
ceverything orderly asin a regular place of worship, and hear the hearty
singing, and mark the reverent attention pervading the crowded assembly,
composed chicfly of men; then, so soon as one meeting was ended, to
see a new audience eagerly rushing in and filling the cabin a second, third,
and even fourth time. What a resistless evidence of a widespread desire
to listen to the Gospel message ! The gross attendance, during the seven
weeks, was 23,500, comprising all classes of socicty, and many, evidently,
Pearing the Gospel for the first time in their lives.
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By a vessel permanently connected with our work the Gospel could be
couveyed not only to the citics and towns, but to a multitude of remote
places where, as yet, its glad sound is never heard.

Every year brings new proofs that, so long as the workers, whether for
young or old, keep strictly to the faithful declaration of the Gospel, and
the direct effort to win souls to Christ, the people Wwill never grow weary
of listening to them. Our special work during the “ Exposition Univer-
gello’” evidenced this anew ; cach of our two temporary halls at the gates
has ceased to be temporary. In cach a little permanent congregation of
residents in Paris remained after the Exposition had closed. 'We re-entered
the large salle of Avenue Rapp with the New Year, the influx of these
new-comers having rendered the neighboring one of Avenue Bosquet too
small, whle the little room at the Trocadéro has been retained. In both
we have the joy of recognizing a certain number of true converts.

Another striking indication that the present is a peculiarly favorable
time for Gospel work here is found in the fact that in two of our central
halls in Paris—those of Rue Royale and Boulevard Bonne Nouvelie—the
gross attendance during 1890 (omitting all extra meetings) exceeded that
of 1889 by 24,300, and this without any novelty of procedure or special
attempt at publicity.

Mr: M. L. Dodds has written : *“ Never before did this ¢ Salvation
Navy,’ as the newspapers call it, attempt to take Paris by storm, nor dare
to cast anchor and hoist flag just below the Pont de la Concorde. Soon,
however, the curious crowd gathered, and were welcomed to the nicely
fitted-up saloon. The hours of meeting were at firsi from three to four
and from cight to nine. They wore gradually extended, till three meet-
ings occupied the afternoon, the saloon emptying and refilling each hour—
hardly emptying, for often there were a dozen or more people who did
not stir, and whom the longest discourse did not frighten away ; people
who seemed rooted to the spot—both sexes. The greater number are men
—men of all classes. One quite young fellow sat in his place from half-
past two till six, and again from eight to nine, magnetized, as it were, by
what he was hearing. He was a Catholic, from the North, and had never
been to meetings of this sort before. Many took the thing less seriously ;
they like to whet their intellects on the discourse. ¢ These are good
things,” said a young man to his companion, as they went out, * but one
takes and Ieaves.’

¢ Anything like steadiness of attention did not, of course, come all at
once. £t the first there was a great deal of coming and going, sometimes
a little stering and Jaughing ; some were amused at the faint sickly swing
of the boat as other vessels passed it. Seme found the steep companion-
Iadder ridiculous—* fit for English people,” they said—theso Parisians do
not see these ladders as often as they do in England. Some tried to join
in the hymns, and sang out of tune, amusing the others. Some came only
from cariosity, which being satisfied, they retired, mever to return. Ix
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short, tho meetings on the boat began cxactly as those first meetings in
1872 began. If aay one wanted to stand again, in imagination, at the
cradle of the mission, he could have scen the same curiosity, the same
criticism, the same bewildered questions, the same falling off of wayside
hearers, the same process of sclection by which othets stayed, and veturned,
and listened, and wondered, and often received life for their souls.

¢¢ The French daily papers, describing the work, gave us lengthy adver-
tisements for nothing ! Think of it ! Advertisements are expensive in
France. With what gold should we have bought a column and a half of
the Figaro 2

‘¢ All the French papers were talking about our Bon Messager. Under
some such title as ¢ Le¢ bon Diew sur Ueau’—* La religion @ voiles’—
¢ Une chupelle flottante,” they gave a piece of clever and not ill-natured
banter, znd sometimes of not too inaccurate description, which belped to
send hundreds on board, Le Monde Jllustré had some capital comic
sketches. The crowd pressing down ¢ en queue’—the saloon filled with
peoplo—the lady open-mouthed at the harmonium—the orator keeping
time with his hymn-book—were all represented. Even the texts could be
Jdeciphered in full in the pictures. ZLe Monde made a mistake, however,
iu giving us too many old ladies in the front seats; but that may be passed
over.

¢ The Rappel said :

¢ ¢ A yacht is moored below the Pont de la Concorde. To its masts
is attached a .arge eusign, white, on a blue ground, ‘‘ Evangelical meetings
every day, free entry.” A fixed gangway gives access to the yacht; by a
steep staircase we reach the cabin, transformed into a meeting hall.

¢ A dignified English lady, a little leather bag hanging on her arm,
gives you a red buok. Thue title is ¢ Popular Hymns.”” You are warned,
by a notice on the cover, that the book is not for you. Comfort yourself
~—vou will get other presents! There arc tracts for all tastes.” But—
enough. The speakers and players are in turn described or caricatured.
The singing «nd reading is carefully described, then the address by
M. Mabbouz. Then it is naively remarked, ¢ The meeting is closed with
a prayer, which must be said with the er2s shut;’ for to close the eyes
during prayer strikes these people as a new and peculiar action.

‘¢ The Figaro also describes the steep ladder, and the hall, ¢ which
might contain about two hundred persoms. It is a meeting hall, with a
reading-desk at one end ; wooden benches arranged in order, and all round
the walls are little sentences setting forth the advantages of having to do
with God (commerce avec Dieu), such as ‘“ God is your refuge.” Jesus
Christ said, *“ Vencz @ mot vous tous qui éles iravaillés et chargés, et je vous
soulagerai,” ¢ The Lord is my Shepherd,’® ete. These go all along the
cabin, in French and English.’

““One tract was given down-stairs, and one Gospel on deck. The
tract was usually offered by a lady to cach one going out, and within its

~
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cover was placed a complete list of the mission halls in town, so that any
one could chaese the hall nearest to his place of residence if he wished to
attend.  On deck a young man offered a copy of a gospel.  Sometimes
curious but too rapid conversations took place with those going out.

¢ A Jady, being offered the Gospel of John, said she wished that of
Matthew too. ‘It is not hore to-day, madam, but would you not like to
buy a New Testament ¢

“«cs A New Testarnent?  What is it 7

< ¢ 1t contains all the four Gospels, and other matter.’

¢ Ah'! then I should like that ; is it expensive ¢’

¢4 ¢ Four sous.’

¢ And it was bonght.
“ Miss B gave a trac’ to a lady, who stopped, and said abruptly :

¢ ¢ Then, what must one do tv get to heaven 2’

t¢ ¢ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.  His death saves you.’

¢ ¢ Yes—Dbut what must 7 do 2’

¢ ¢ Just what I have told yon—believe.”

¢ And then 2’

¢¢ ¢ Then you must read Iis Word and do ITis will.”

¢ Do you believe in hell and in purgatory ?°

** £ Tn hell I do, not purgatory.’

¢t ¢ According to that, we are all condemmed.’

< £Weare. Only Christ saves us.”

o Are you saved 2

“ Tut a rush of people through the narrow doorway, up the Jadder,
separsted the two.  Others had to be attended to. Wil she come back
again a4 inquire further 2 Who knows !

.y get good speaking on the bateau, and they get plain speaking,
too. These Frenchmen make a noble use of a noble language. Some
came from the country to help, as Messrs. Mabboux, Vernier, and Sainton.
When possible, four or five took turns in the course of the afternoon.
And they rose to the occasion.  The best gave their best here. I suppose
the sizht of those wistful faces appealed to them, and they  stirred up
their gift.” What the people got was the simple Gospel, suited to their
needs.  Christ was exalted as Savionr and as King of kings.”?

" M. J. Sainton, who labored verv carnestly in the meetings, adds : ““ The
audiences were very mixed, from the conscquential lady and gentleman to
the street urchin ; but, with few cxceptions, after the first moments of
surprise, our listeners were respectful, attentive, and even sympathetic.
By these mectings on the hoat we have reached a new contingent of sinners
in the midst of our D'arisian socicty, till then strangers to the Gospel.
ITad this been the only result, the work carricd on had been a real suceess,
for we should have been carrying out the commandment of our Master,
¢ Preach the Gospel to every creature.’

¢ But, besides this, we can say that from this time the work of God
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has begun in very many hearts, a2 work which the Holy Spirit will deepen
unto salvation,

*One day a young man, with a fine open fice and well dressed, said
to me, ¢ For several days I have been without work, my savings permitting
me tc rait and look out for a good place. Meanwhile, I am profiting Ly
your good conferences, where I am glad to hear, in regard to religion,
things quite new to me, and which I desire to know more about.” Since
then I have seen this young man several times at our cvening mectings.
e has become one of our regular attendants.

¢ Another young man, whom I had noticed at different times, and who
always appcared most serious, said to me in reply to u questivm, ¢ Yes,
sit, I begin to understand that what you say is the truth.” Later om,
Ispoke to him ugain, and he said, ‘Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ. I
want to live according to the Gospel, and not only that,” added he, with
as much seriousness as naive simplicity, « but I should wish to Lecome a
preacher like you.’

* Another day a young man came, accompanied by some companions,
and with a mocking swile on his lips. By degrees his expression clanged.
After two or three mectings his companions dropped off, but he returned
alone. He always sat in the same place, and sang and listened quite
carnestly. I asked him one day about lis spiritual state. e could not
answer, but I felt that a good work was going on in his heart. e told
me that since coming to our meetings he lhas ventured into a Protestant
church, and that the simplicity and beauty of our religion had greatly
impressed him. I gave him the address of the hall near which he
lived, and he suid te me that he wounid certainly attend the meetings
there.

¢ Another time a gentleman, a merchant from the Provinces, waited
forme at the deor. That day we Lad to some extent touched on con-
troversy on the subject of ©confession of sins.” It is the first time,’
said this gentleman, ¢ that I have been present at your meetings, and I wish
to tell you with how much interest I have listened to you and your cul-
leagues ; but,” added he, * I should have liked to sce our Catholie priests
defend their points, and to kaow what you would have replied to them.?
¢ If the priests,” said I to him, < do not accept the Word of God as the
common ground of discussion, we would not argue with them, for God has
not given any other foundation for our faith in the doctrines of the trath,
If, on the contrary, they accept it, all discussion is quickly settled, for noy
only can they not base the teaching of the Roman Cathelic Church on the
Word of God, hut they have .gainst them numcrous and striking texts.’
Then followed a most interesting conversation, which cnded in the gentle-
man declaring : ¢ I also have had religious convictions from my childheod.
In youth I rejected certain ordinans- s of my Church without abandoning
the faith, and I see to-day that I am much more Protestant at heart than
Cathelic.’
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¢ Unfortunately I did not think of taking his address, and he has
probably returned to the provinces, for I have not seen him again.”

Pastor Aubanel, of Paris, says of the missionary ship at Fécamp :
¢ The meetings held at Fécamp during August, 1890, on board Zhe Herald
of Mercy, were specially noteworthy because of the number of hearers,
and the earnest attention with which they listened to the fundamental
truth of the Gospel. For some days they were led by Pastor Cresseil, of
Paris, but he had to leave, to conduct the evangelistic work at Trouville
during the bathing season. The committee sent meto replace him.  Every
day, aided by the captain and Mlle. M——, I held a meeting and proclaimed
a free salvation through repentance and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ to a
number of sailors and their families,

*¢ Perfect order reigned on board during the whole time.  The mission-
room was coustantly full of attentive and interested hearers—often too
small o hold all who wished to come, so that the deck also was crowded
with persons eager to hear the glad tidings—which they conld do, as the
skylights were open ; many also stood on the edge of the quay.  On those
days it is estimated that as many as 250 were present. The average was
180.
*¢ A plentiful distribution of tracts and Scripture portions was made at
the ead of each meeting. New Testaments were on sale at the low price
of one penny for the small edition. The people were so eager to buy that
the stock on board was soon exhausted.

 IWhen I took leave of the audienco after the last meeting, very many
of them, with a warm shake of the hand, said how sorry they were that
the mcetings were over, and how much they hoped that they would be

begun again in a near futare.”’

-

SOME HINDRANCES TO THE WORK OF FOREIGN MISSIONS.
BY REV. GEORCE W. NORTHRUP, D.D., LL.D.

[We venture to reprint from the Daptist Missionary Magazine the
masterly address of President Northrup before the Seventy-seventh Avrni-
versary of the American Bapust Missionary Tnion, held in Cincinnati,
May 25th, 15921, hoping thus to bring it 1o the attention of some who may

not have had an opportunity of reading it —Ebv.]

I purpose to speak of some of the hindrances at home to the work of
foreign missions, or some of the causes of the comparative failure of the
Church to evangelize the pagan nations,  Before expressing my thoughts
on this subject, I beg leave to utter a word of & personal nature. It is
possible that my remarks may not sceure the approval of all 3 may. in fact,
give offence to some who hear me.  If such shall he the case, let me assure
you that I am not moved by a pessimistic spirit, nor by a disposition to
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disparage the missionary history of our people. I am not willing to. admit
that I am inferior to any of my brethren 1n loyalty to the denomination
with which I have been identified for fifty years, and which T have served,
in a public way, for more than a third of a century. The feeling which
I am most distinctly conscious of, as I stand before you to-day, is that of
heartache in view of the apathy of Christian people, and especially the
apathy of our denomination, in regard to the temporal and efernal salvation
of the vast population of the pagan nations. I have put the question to
myself once and again, within a few wecks past : “ What can be done to
change this state of things—to awaken the feeling of love and compassion -
which ought to exist for the hundreds of millions of our fellow-men involved
in the darkness, degradation and misery of heathenism ? I speak in bebalf
of a billion human beings, for every one of whom Christ died, every one
of whom has aplace in the heart of God. every one of whom isof as
much worth in Iis sight as any citizen of the great republic. It is certain
that God has done all that He could wisely do in bestowing grace upon
His people. It is also certain that, if they would use the grace bestowed
with greater fidelity, He would give more and still more, ** opening the
windows of heaven and pouring out a blessing, that there would not be
room cnough to rezcive it.”” The speedy cvangelization of the pagan
world, and shall we not also say, their salvation, is, in a real and profound
sense, in the hands of the Church. -

I. Among the causes referred to, we notice, first, the departure from
the method of Christ, in laying chief stress, not on salvation here and now,
the establishment of the kingdom of God on carth, but upon salvation in a
narrower sense of the term, as escape from the retributions of hell. To
use the words of another : ** It hus been too much the habit of Christian
people, in looking abroad upon the heathen world, to regard it, notas a
kingdom to be conquered for Jesus Christ, but rather as a secthing sea of
drowning men, a few of whom might be saved from the general wreck by
those whom the Church sent out on her gallant Jife-boat service.”” But
certainly this is not the conception which Christ emphasizes when He sets
before men the object of their Immediate aud supreme devotion, He
began His ministry by preaching the Gospel of the kingdom of God, and
saving, ““The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand,
repent ye, and believe the Gospel.”” He frequently called the kingdom
whick He came to establish the ¢ kingdom of heaven.’” not because it is
in heaven, but because of its heavenly origin and nature. The prayer
given by our Lord indicates plainly the localion ard nature of the kingdom
for the cstablishment of which He enjoined His disciples to labor and
pray : *“ Thy kingdem come, Thy wiil be donc™—where ! in heaven ?
¢“ Thy will be done on carth as it is in heaven.”  The objects presented in
these two clauses are identical; the petition, ** Thy kingdom come,”
means ““ Thy will be done on carth as it is in heaven.”  The end here
presented—universal obedience among men to the will of God—is the
hurden of the Gospel which Christ preached, and which He commanded
Iis disciples to preach to *“ all nations,” ““to every creature 3’ an end
which includes the whele duty of man, and in the accomplishment of
which the earth will reflect, in a degree beyond Yuman conception, the
love, purity and blessedness of the heavenly world. True, in 2 few
instances, Christ spoke of the infinitely diverse destinics of men in the
future world ; * but for once that e spoke ahont the saving of the soul,
He spoke fifty times about the kingdom.” Since Clrist’s method is the
wisest and best, in the measure that the Church has departed from this
method, it must have lost in religious power.  IIow much pawer, in the
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way of missionary appeal, has the doctiine of }hc cternal perditivn of the
great majority of the pagan werld 2 I reccived, a few months ago, a
Jetter from a missivnary m India, accompanied by a printed appeal to all
evanwelisal churches, in which he states that, while last year (1590) fifty
thousand heathen had Leen rescned, twenty millions had died, few of
whom had hemd of the love of God in Christ. And he excliims—
¢ Twenty millivns of immorta] souls swept into hc!l in a single year 172

It is probally an appreximately correct estumate that, during the
missionary year just closed, twenty millins of pagans, who had reached
the are of moral accountability, have passed away, the great majority of
whom never heard of the Gospel of the grace of God. Is there nut, in
this fact, considered in the lizht of the conumonly received view of the
Bible relatioa to the final doom of the Leathen world; a power of appeal
to thz people of God sufficient to impel then: to all possible labors and
sufferings necessary to wake knowa the way of eternal life to every pagan
on the face of the globe 7 Have they been greatly moved by this fact of
overwhelming impo}t.ancc ?  Jlow much have the 'Baptisls of _thc Northern
States, numbering cight hundred thousand, contributed to aid in sending
the Gospel to the vast multitude who have passed to the awards of the
cternal world since the Union met in Chivago, one year ago 2 If we allow
to these twenty millions their dwe share of our contributions according to
their rumber, it will appear that the members of our chinrches have given,
on an average, not to exceed two cents for tescuing from hell a number
of our race eyqual to one third of the population of the United States. Is
not this an amarimg fact? Docs it not seem ineredible? Does it not
furnish 2 moral demenstration that the idea of the exposure t everlasting
punishment of the pagan world has but an almost inappreciable influcnce
upon the great body of Chiristian prople ?

Brethren, I would sulanit the watter to you; I would ask vou, cach
one, to state, clearly and fully, to his own mind, the considerations which
render it credible tizt the Baptists, represented by the Union, ¥clicce
what they profess to believe in regard to the final doom of the heathen
world, and yet give, on an average, not to execed one centa week, to
sendd the knowledwe of the way of cternal life to a billion heathen, and not
10 cxeced two cents to rescue from pendition the twenty millions whose
day of probation lias closed since the last anniversary of the Union.
Waould it not seem diflicult to find eizht hundred theusand non-Christian
men, of merge natural benevolenee, who wonld noet give as much, if
necessary, to prevent the everl-ting misery of an equxl smmber of irmational
creatures?! s ita miatter of wonder that the world does not Lielieve in
hell, or that it does nat believe that the orthodox clarches believe that
the heathen *“ shall go away into cterual punishment™” ! Do you say-ihat
for the world to deny that Christians helieve what they profess to believe
on this paint is to clarge them with the most culpable jusincerity—a
harge which iuvalves, logically, universal historieal seepticism, rendering
it irrational to believe in the exitence of fait? aud goodness among men ¢
True, but we would inguire if the charge invalved in the other alternative
is Jess damaging—the charge, well gronnded, of continued practical in-
difference, on the part of the great majority of the members of all cvangeli-
cal churclics. tn the clernal welfave of a thousand million of their fellow-men,
wiom they profess to love, and whom they are bound, by the most sacred
otligations, t lave as ther do themselves,

We would not have you misunderstand us at this peint—to regard us
as doulting the readity or under-valuing the fmpottance of salvation as
escape from the retributions of the futmre world.  We briicve that ever-
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Jasting punishment will Iast forever; and we belicve this awful truth
because 1% is taught in the Bible ; and we believe it is tanght in the Bible
because it is a fact in the universe ; and we believe it is a fact in the
universe because the infinite God, in the plenitude of His resources, could
not prevent its existence, acting, as it behooves Him to act, in accordunce
with the immutable principle of Ilis holy nature ; and we believe that this
truth ought to have the same place of relative importance in the instrnc-
tions of the pulpit which it has in the Bible. Aud yet we affirm that
Christ did not dwell chiefly upon salvation as pertaining to the future
world, but as a good to be realized here, through the reign of love in the
souls of men, constraining them to grateful and self-sacrificing labors that
the will of God might be done everywhere on earth as in heaven. Salva-
tion is deliverance from sin, and sin is of all evils the esscnee and the sum.
“It brings present disgrace and ruin to body and soul, to home and
country ; it breeds distrust j it enervates manhood and womanhoed ; it
incites to murderous revenge ; it arrays cliss against class ; it kindles the
fires of voleanic social hate ; it is a menace to peuce, to social order, and
to international amity ; and from all this there is salvation only by that
personal integrity and social righteousness which are the gifts of God to
man through Jesus Christ.”” Salvation in this world involves salvation in
the werld to come ; the kingdom of God on carth is the foundation of
the cverlasting kingdom of God in the heavens ; and in the measure that
salvation is wrought out here, and the kingdom of Geod extends among
men, wili the end be accomplished which Christ set lLefore His disciples
=s the object of constant and paramount devotion. The whole ministry of
Clirist was a ministry of Jove to all the sinful, sorrowful, lost sons of men.
He was moved with compassion for the multitule because e saw them
““in distress,” * scattered abroad as sheep having no shepherd,” living
mean, ignoble, wicked lives, ignorant of God and of the place which they
occupy in Iis infinite heart, with latent spiritual powers capable of develop-
ment, with solemn responsibilities of moral agents, with features of the
divire image not yet wholiy cffaced and that might be restored. How
strongly did He urge, by word and deed, in hife and death, the duty of
self-sacrificing love for men, not merely for the souls of men, but for
men, womien and children, in all the relations of life ; and how impres-
sively did Ile emphasize, in the sublime programme of the judgment day,
the decisive importance of deeds of love and mercy. ¢ Inasmuch as ve
did it unto onc of the least of these My brethren, ye did it wato Me.”
** Inasmuch as ye did it not unto one of these least, ye did it not unto
Me.”  ““Come, ye blessed of My Father.” ¢ Idepart, ye cursed.”
Who are the brethren of Christ in this judgment programme ? His dis-
ciples? Yes, but not these alene. For the event which e describes is
that of the gencral judgment, when all nations, all the generations which
shall have thronged the globe, will stand Lefore is judgment scat, among
whom there wili be conntless millions who never saw one of is disciples.
The brethren of the Son of Man are ““ the poor, suffering, sorrow-laden
sons of men, and the principle on which the judgment proceeds is that as
men treat those, they would have treated the Judge had thicy bad the
opportunity.”

Arc not the heathen smong those who are in greatest need of the
oflices of love ! Ave they not hungry, famishing for Jack of the Bread of
Tife? Arve they not sick, consumed by the fever and leprosy of sin?
Arc they not poor, bankrupt in estate and character?  Are they not in
prison, compassed about by walls which they can neither seale, nor dig
beneath, nor break through? If this great passage does not teach that
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by works of Jove, it certainly does teach that a faith, which
g:)eer; zzix:)et?:sgucg these works, % vain and dead, and that those and thoso
only who possess the spirit and do the works described by Christ, are
justified in regarding themsclves, or in believing that e regards them, as
His true disciples. The question for us to answer, as Mr. Spurgeon is
reported to have suggested, is not, May the heathen be saved without the
Gospel, but, Will we be saved if we do not carry the Gospel to the
heathen ¢ And it may be confidently offirmed that those who cannot be
moved with compassion, in view of the wrath of God which has come
upon the heathen, will not be moved with compassion in view of that
which is to come upon them ; that those who will not malke sacnﬁpes to
rescue the heathen from the hells in which they are in this world, will not
make sacrifices to rescue them from the hell of the future world, which
seems far off, vague, unreal. i

‘What, th’cn,%s the greatest need of the Chur{;h to-day? We answer,
A divine enthusiasm ; a mighty passion for the klpgdom of God on earth,
embracing all the populations of the glob —all China, all ;[ndxa, all Africa,
all Earope, all America, and all the isla ds of all the océans ; a kingdom
as wide-reaching as the manifold life of man, involving obedience to the
will of God in all positions and rclations—in the sphere of the family, of
social life, of business life, of political life; a kingdom whose progress
shall be marked by the growing consecration of the people of God, the
preaching of the Gospel to the poor, the overthrow of oppression, the
extermination of drunkenness and the passions of lust and the greed of
gain, the destruction of superstition, idolatry and all forms of infidelity,
the sway of truth, and love, and righteousness over all the earth, a divine
enthusiasm—a mighty passion of love and loyalty, impelling the soldiers
of Jesus Christ to conquer for Him all the kingdoms of the globe on which
His cross of shame and agony was sct up, and from which He uttered the
cry of expiring and redeeming love, . )

II. We mention, as a second cause, the failure of the evangelical
churches to apply at home the principle of comity which they recognize in
their foreign mission work.

It is estimated that there is, on an average, one ordained minister to
every three hundred thousand of the pagan population of the world.
There is good authority for the statement that in China, and the popula-
tion accessible to the American Board, there is only one missionary for
every six hundred thousand people. Morcover, there are whole nations,
numbering scores of millions, in which no disciples have been made. We
are confident that all who have any adequate conception of the interests
involved will admit that the two following statements are thoroughly
reasonable :

1. ** That the Christian churches of the world should be satisfied with
nothing less than sending out one ordained missionary for every fifty
thousand of the accessible pagan population of the world.”

2. ‘“That mo church ought to call itsclf thoroughly aggressive and
evangelical that does not expend, for the support of missions at large, at
least one dollar for every five it expends for itself.”

What would comphance with these propositions require of the evan-
gelical churches of the world? Twenty thousand ordained missionaries
instead of four thousand, as at present; an immediate reinforcement of
sixteen thousand, of which the quota of our denomination at the North
should be not less than twelve hundred, making our foreign ferce of
ordained ministers at Jeast fiftcen hundred. This would Tequire our
churches to give annually five times as much as the committee planned for
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expending during the current year, as anthorized at the last annual meeting
of the Union, or $2,500,000, a sum which, large as it may seem, 1s
$400,000 less than would come, annually, into the treasury of the Union
if the members of our churches should give, on an average, one cent a
day for the cause of foreign missions.

We ask you to consider most seriously the vast relative waste, in men
and money, involved in the condition of things existing in all the Northern
States—the part of the country represented by the Union.

To illustrate the matter which we have in mind, let us take an example
of numberless cases, with many of which every one is familiar, Here are
five fields, each having a population of fifteen hundred, and five evangelical
ministers—one DBaptist, one Presbyterian, one Congregationalist, one
Episcopalian, and one Methodist—twenty-five ordained ministers preaching
the Gospel to seven thousand five hundred people, while on the other side
of the globe there are twenty-five fields, cach having a population of three
hundred thousand, and but one ordained minister; twenty-five men
preaching the Word to seven million five hundred thousand people—one
thonsand times as many as are under the care of the same number of
religions teachers at home, We ask now, in all earnestness, Would it not
be infinitely more reasonable and Christian, if these several derominations
would apply at home the principle of comity which they recognize abroad,
Leeping five of these ministers here and sending twenty to aid their
brethren, each of whom is confronted by nearly a third of a million

agans ¢ If it would be wrong in the sight of God to put five ministers
of different evangelical denominations in a village of fifteen hundred
people in China, or Africa, or Burmnah, restricting their labors to that
locality, is it not wrong and equally wrong, yea, wrong in a greater
degree, to do the same thing bere, while hundreds of millions of our
fellow-men zre living and dying in the darkness and misery of heathenism ¢
The ficld is the world. The whole world is missionary ground. Every
city, every village, every neighborhood, in which there is one man, or
w man, or child who is not a citizen of the kingdom of God, is a mis-
sionary field. We challenge any man to adduce reasons which will
approach to a justification of the course of the Christian churches in dis-
tributing their forces over this common missionary ground—the whole
world—in such an extraordinarily uneven way, putting one minister in
charge of three hundred people, many of whom are Christians, and
another, of no greater ability, in charge of three bundred thousand, of
whom all, or nearly all, are pagans. If the great evangelical denominations
would act on the principle of comity here suggested, it would be an easy
matter for them to send an immediate reinforcement of sixteen thousand
men, so that there might be one minister to every fifty thousand pagans ;
and it would be an undertaking of no difficulty for us to send our quota
of twelve hundred, and to furnish them with adequate support.

Is it a violation of truth or charity to say that the existing state of

" things is a great religious scandal, an offence against God, and a crime
against our brethren of the heathen world, sitting in the region and shadow
of death, perishing for the lack of the Light of Life?

‘What are the lessons taught by these facts? What are the duties
which they should impress upon us? One duty, and that of paramount
importance, as clear to our mind as if it were written on the heavens in
words of fire, is this : That the evangelical churches ought to cmphasize
strongly all points of doctrinal agreement and all metbods of Christian
work in which they can woite, coming as clesely together as possible, and
preseating a united front to the encmies of God. Consider, we bescech
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you, the most obvious facts of our condition. Here are the evangelical
churches, in all but a few millions, confronted at home by three hundred

thoroughly corrupt orgarizations—

million members of two powerful and
the Roman and Greek hierarchigs—and by vast masses of men connected

with no churches, dominated by sensuality, greed of gain, lust of power,
and social distrust and hate, tremendous principles of cvil which have
bronght to untimely destruction cities and nations, many and great, all
down the ages ; and abroad, confronted by a billion heathen, all involved
in decpest moral ignorance and most debasing superstition, and half of
them held in the thraldom of false philosophical systems of extraordinary
power; and joined with these forces, both at home and abroad, the
spiritual hosts of wickedness, under the leadership of the god of this

world. In such a war as this, fighting the organized evil forces of earth

and hell, the combined powers of ‘‘ the world, the flesh, and the devil,”

anited in the strongest compacts, shall we not, all soldiers of Jesus Christ,
stand together in the closest relations possible, help each other heartily on
the march and in the deadly assault, cheer cach other amid the fire and
storm of battle, knowing that the Leader is one, the army one, the foc

¢ cternal glory one—the glory due unto Him

one, the final triumph one, th
who is ¢¢ worthy to receive the power, and riches, and wisdom, and might,

and honor, and blessing’ ¢
Tut we hear objections, many and plausible, urged against what some

may be pleased to call an impraclicable and fanatical appeal,

1. It is said that we,as a denomination, hold the trath, the whole truth
and nothing but the trath ; that itis of supreme importance that we sccure
ceof our views at home ; that we dare not com-

the widest possible acceptan
promise with error by consenting to give up any community, however smail,

to the carc of Paedebaptist churches, cte.
The question, then, for us to consider is reduced to this: Shall we

give over more of the population of our country to the Prdobaptists, or
more of the heathen world to the devil?  Are we to regard the errors of
all Christian churches, other than our own, as more destructive than the
errors of heathenism ?

And, then, if we have the trath, in its purity and fulness, are we not,
of all Christian bodies in the world, under the greatest obligation to go to
the regions beyond ? Surely, the very fact of the purity of our creed
immensely enhances the claims of duty resting upon us to secure its world-
wide acceptance. What an inspiring and uplifting event it would be to
the whole Christian world, if we should send out, at once, the number of
missionaries suggested—twelve hundred—moved by the spirit of apostolic
self-sacrifice and hereism, whose labors might be the meaws, under the
blessine of God, of winning to our pure faith tens and hundreds of thou-
sands in heathen lands, creating at many points, as among the Telugus
Baptist communities numbering fifty thousand ! Furthermore, is it not
evident that the fundamental principle of our people ought to constrain
them to go, in large and increasing numbers, to the nations of the pagan
world 2 For the fundamental principle of our churches, that of which we
boast and in which we glory, is loyalty to Jesus Christ, implicit obedience
to Iis commands. We discard and repudiate all assumed authority of a
human source, whether of popes, or councils, or traditions, or creeds.
But loyalty to Christ, in order to be such in truth and not in nume only
must include obedience to ali Ilis commands, especially to those which
are of supreme importance, among which stands the Great Commission.
Does our action, as a denomination, justify or contradict our profession
of loyalty 2 Whatis the command of Jesus Christ, as distinct and impera-
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tive as if we heard IIis words ringing out from the height of heaven? Is
it not, ‘ Go ye, Baptists, preach the Gospel to every creature, make
disciples of all nations ¥’ Is it not the belief of our churches, that the
Great Commission was given originally, not to Presbyterians, or Congre-
gationalists, or Episcopalians, or Methodists, but exclusively to Baptists—
the very people of whom we claim to be the only living representatives 2
The first body of Baptists were right loyal to their Lord ; they went every-

where preaching the Word ; they carried the good news to all quarters of _

the known world. How is it with the people known as Baptists in the
last quarter of the nincteenth century 2 Is their obedience such as to
justify their claim to be the true successors of those early disciples of
Christ 2  Have they discharged, are they now discharging, in any true and
worshy sense, the high and imperative duty imposed by the risen and
glorified Redeemer, loyalty to whom they claim as their distinction and
honor? Ts it obedience to the command, ‘‘ Go, make disciples of all
nations,’” for a people, numbcering eight hundred thousand, to contribute
$400,000 a year—on an average, onc cent a week—to give to a billion
pagans a knowledge of the incarnate Son of God, who loved them and
gave Himeself for them, and through whom alone they can attain eternal
life ?

Brethren, mere profession will not justify our claim of special loyalty
to Christ, nor will obedience to His requirements in the matters of baptism,
communion and church government justify it while the great majority of
the members of our churches are in a state of mutiny against the Great
Commission, saying, if not in words, yet practically, We will not ourselves
preach the Gospel to the pagan nations, nor will we make sacrifices to aid
others in the work of preaching to them.

How is it that the belief hus come to prevail so widely, among all
Christian people, that there is au enormous difference, in culpability and
danger, between disobedicnce to Christ in rejecting what He requires them
to believe, and disobedience to Christ in disregarding what He commands
them to do ?

Why is it that the heresy of unbelicf is regarded with such apprehension
or alarm, while the heresy of inaction is viewed with comparative indiffer-
ence 2 TIs faith without works any better than works without faith 2 Are
they not alike dead and displeasing to God—equally vain and perilous 2
To the heresy of inaction, far more than to the heresy of unbelief, is due
the deplorable fact that the midnight darkness of heathenism still envelops
nearly two thirds of the population of the globe. What, then, shall we
do? The alternatives are : Either cease to claim to be the true successors
of the carliest Baptist churches, or obey, with the devotion which char-
acterized them, the Lord’s command, *‘ Go, preach the Gospel to the
whole creation,”

3. But we hear another objection urged with great frequency and
confidence, It is said that the United States is destined to be the leading
nation of the future, that it occupies a position of immeasurable importance
in the world’s history ; so that whatever we do, or fail to do, in relation
to the evangelization of the pagan nations, we must seck, by all means in
our power, to make our nation thoroughly Christian. What shall we say
of this utterance, heard everywhere, especially on anmiversary occasions,
in the pulpit and cn the platform? Is it not largely an utterance of
national conceit, inspired by national pride and selfishness, and utterly
opposed to the example and teaching of Christ and His apostles 2

1. The ruling motive force of Christianity is love ; and it is the nature,
the irrepressible instinct, of Christian love to help the most helpless, the

m
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: deformed in body, the i.cble-minded, the moral refuse of socicty for
whom none care, .

2. Jesus gathered around Him the weakest, the lowest, the *“ publicans
: and harlots,”” the social outcasts—the nobodies of His time, according to
. the prevailing standards of the world. R
3. Does the Great Commission read, Go ye, therefore, make disciples
1 the Gozpel to those who lold positions of

the leading nations, preack
orent Y oo This would seem to be the form of the

reat stategic importance 3 § D g
iord’s final command as given in the English version most widely current

in our churches. But the oldest manuscripts, beyond question substan-

tially identical with the ¢ Original Autographs” of Matthew and Mark,

; read very differently, as follows: “ Go ye, therefore, and make disciples

! of all nations ;" ‘* Go ye into aZZ the world and preach the Gospel to the
: whole creation.’’

4. The history of the Church justifies the method of (}hrist. Chris-

tianity has won its most notable victories among people of little account in

dement of the civilized nations, as among the Karens, the Telugus,

the ju o
the ]Sanbdwich Islanders, the ancient inhabitants of the British Isles, who,
though they were regarded by the Romans as too stupid and brutish tr

serve as slaves, have built up the most magnificent empire knovwi i his-
tory—an empire upon which the sun never sets, which has endured for a
thousand years, and is influencing now, as never before, the thought, and
life, and movements of the world. .

5. The only principie of missiouary strategy recognized by Paul, the
foremost missionary of all the ages—as appears from the inspired record
of his life—was to preach the Gospel where men were thickest. And for
the adoption of this principle he had divine warrant ; for when he was at
Corinth, the Lord said unto him in the night by a vision : ** Be not afraid,
but speak, and hold not thy peace ; for I am with thee, and no man shall
set on thee to harm thee ; for”—what did the Lord say ? Corinth is a
city of culture, the eye of Greece, occupying a position of great strategic
importance 2 No, no ; but, “‘no man shall set on thee to harm thee, for
I have much people in this city.”

O brethren, can we not hear our Lord calling us one by one, by name,
and sayiag, ** I have much people in China, much people in Africa, much
people on all the continents and islands of the globe # ~ Let us take decply
into our minds and hearts Christ’s idea of the people ! the people ! the
people ! He accounted man transcendently great, not because of the
external distinctions which gain for him recognition and honor in the
world, but because of what he is as man, the divine image in him, his
inherent powers of intellect, heart and will, which bhave revealed but an
insignificant fraction of their latent energy, even in the case f those who
stand forth in history as the greatest of the sons of men, and to whose
expansion and growth there is no goal this side of the infinitude of God.
In Christ’s esteem, all men, of whatever race, or rank, or condition, are
of equal worth in virtue of their divine cndowments and immortal
destination,

The people have been of but little account in the past. It has been
the great ones of the earth—emperors, kings snd nobles, the rich and the
powerful ; for these it has scemed that all things were made ; for these
the people have labored, and suffered, and died like the beasts of the
field ; but thavks be unto God for the signs, multiplying on every side,
betokening the growing power of Christ’s idea of the greatness of man as
man, the worth and dignity of the people. It cannot be doubted that one
of the chicf causes of the agitations and revolutions which are taking place
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in all Christian nations, working the disintegration and overthrow of insti-
tutions of social and political wrong which have survived the destruction
of dynasties not a few, is the growing consciousness, on the part of the
people, of their divine rights and powers of manhood ; their dignity as
moral agents—deep calling unto deep—the strivings and aspirations of the
human soul, like the ceascless ground-swell of the ocean, in response to
the presence and quickening touch of the Spirit of God. And as the
Christian idea, which is Christ’s idea of the people, shall grow in pawer
and splendor, it will mould more and more profoundly all social and
political institutions, and will constrain all the true disciples of Christ to
labor with equal love, devotion and joy for the temporal and eternal well-
being of all mer, irrespective of race, or nationality, or color, or sex, or
social condition.

But who knows that the United States is destined to be the leading
nation of the future, that the Anglo-Saxon race will rule the coming ages 2
To whom has the assurance been given that God will not build up in
China a kingdom far surpassing, in intellectual and moral power, the
British Empire or the great republic? Where is the prophet who can
foretell the destiny of the ‘¢ Dark Continent,” having at the present time
a_population of two hundred and fifty millions—four times that of the
United States? Who can forecast the turnings and overturnings which
shall precede the coming of Him whose right it is to reign, and who shall
reign over all the nations of the carth 2 Is it urged that certain of the
pagan nations and races have no future, that they are worn out, their
powers of expansion and growth exhausted ¢ We reply that the judgment
of those who thus speak is certainly shallow, and probably false, because
they fail to estimate adequately the restorative and re-creative power of
Christianity, The error is like that involved in the conception of ‘“a
mechanical world and an outside God.”” The idea has widely prevailed
that the material universe is a *“ closed system’—a system of finite forces,
acting and reacting upon cach other, excluding all divine causality—its
goal quiescence and death. The conception is fundamentally false,
becaunse it does not include, as it should include, God as the universal and
abiding ground of all being and all life, as immanent and active in all
chemical forces, in all vital forces, in all souls— Iis almighty will
energizing throughout creation from the atom to the archangel.””  This
view compels us to reject, as irrational and ineredible, the notion that the
goal of the material universe is quiescence and death, and to affirm that,
through the immanent and energizing power of God, it will abide, and
pass on from lower to higher stages, *‘ from the nebulous matter to the
glory of the new heavens and the new carth.”

But God is in history in a sense infinitely more real and profound than
He is in the realm of physical nature ; and hence we believe that there
are no [ete and worn-oat peoples, no races whose powers of expansion
and growth are permanently exhausted. Tor though the words of the
apostle that ““ all live and move, and have their being in God’ declare a
universal fact of history, yct, in these last times, God has entered, in
Jesus Christ, into new and more vital relations with mankind, and is
creating them anew by His spirit, awakening and invigorating their dormant
and paralyzed powers, thus enabling nations and races, as well as indi-
viduals, to enter upon a new career, far higher and grander than would
have been possible to them before the Advent.

In concluding these remarks, we desire to say, that we have spoken as
truly and earnestly in behalf of the work of missions at home as of the
work of missions abroad. The cause of home missions and the cause of
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for+ign missions arc onc in principle and one in ixthrest At)}l, therefore,
along with the motto, ‘¢ America for Christ,”” but high above it, we should
place the motto, * The World for Christ.” ~And the speediest and the
only infallitle way to gain America for Christ is to give to the world’s
evangelization the place of supremacy, in labors and gifts, \Vhlch.lt l.xolds
of right, This our churches, this' the churches of other denominations,
have lamentably failed to do. The most general and conspicuous act of
disobedience to Christ, on the part of the Christian people of the United
States, is their delibcrate and persistent refugal to discharge the high and
imperative duty to evangelize the pagan nations—a worl: for the accom-
plishment of which, within the period of the past twenty-five years, their
resources, in men and monay, have been ample. It is, in our judgment,
no exaggeration to say, that the Baptist churches cf the Northern States
could have done and ought to have done, during the past year, as much
for the cause of forcign missions as has been done by all the evangelical
churches embraced in the same pcetion of our country.

Brethren, I would that one half of the Baptist ministers at the North
would give themselves to the work of evangelizing the beathen. Disas-
trous to our denomination at home, do you say ? Impossible. It would
bring to our churches an unpavalleled degree of prosperity ; the places
left vacant would be filled by men called of God from the ranks of the
laity ; ministers of other denominations would be won te us, convinced
that we were holding the truth in its purity, and living it with apostolic
fidelity ; Christians of other names, moved by the power of our example,
would obey in a worthy manner the Lord’s final command ; and this
powerful missionary “‘ movement’’ would confound infidelity at home,
would convince the world that Christianity is, indeed, what it claims to
be, and would mightily advance the Kingdom of God in all parts of our
country.

Ma};r the Divine Spirit enable us to penetrate to the heart of these great
paradoxes in the kingdom of Grace—that we save our life, not by seeking,
but by losing it ; that we become rich, not by keeping, but by giving ;
that we become great in moral power among men, not by self-assertion,
but by self-abnegation, by sclf-sacrifice from love to others ; that it is
through our poverty that we are to enrich the world, according to the way
of Uim who, “ though He was rich, yet for our sakes became poor, that
we through Iis poverty might become rich.”’

APOSTOLIC MISSIONS AND THEIR RESULTS.
BY REV. JOIN RUTHERFORD, ROTHESAY, SCOTLAND.

‘¢ Separate Me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called
them.”  Such was the werd of the Holy Ghost which came to the church
in Antioch as they minister ~ to the Lord and fasted.

This was the actual beginning of Christian missions ; those two men
were the pioncers of all in every age who have gone forth to carry the
Word of Christ ¢ far hence unto the Gentiles.”

It was a vast work that lay before them. As Paul afterward wrote,
* Who is suflicient for these things #? so would he feel now. Alone and
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singlo handed they were to attack the ignorance and superstition and vice
of the world. Their difficultics could hardly be overestimated. "What
amount of credence were they likely to meet with from hostile Jews, from
subtle Greeks, or from the military Romans ¢ Was it probable that the
minds of the heathen could be easily turned from the saturnalia and idol
festivals to which for gencrations they had been addicted ? Systems of
priesteraft, of degrading mythologies, of widespread epicureanism, of an
utterly debused home life, of slavery and of revolting games and. pleasures
kept the world crushed beneath corruption and sensuality. And who,
then, were Barnabas and Paul, to attempt to overthrow institutions vener-
able with the traditions of centuries ? who were they to try to change the
religions and social face of the world? ¢‘ Two Jews of obscure name, of
no position, without rank, withvut wealth, without influence, without
either literary, political, or military genius, without any culture bus such
as a Roman noble would have despised as useless and grotesque.””  Yes,
and even after years of working at this their chosen work, they did not
find it cither popular or remunerative, for it fell to their lot to approve
themselves the ministers of God in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses,
in stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, iz watchings, in fastings
in prisons, in deaths, being beaten, being stoned, being shipwrecke.”
living in wearincss and painfulness, in hunger and thirst, in cold and
nakedness.

Were they sufficient for these things ? sufficient to cope with false
philosophy, with heathenism, with abounding moral pollution, with a
world which knew not God ? They realized that their sufficiency was of
God ; they had been called by the Holy Ghost.

And so Barnabas and Saul went forth from Antioch, taking with them
as an attendant and companion John Mark. DBarnabas was one of the
noblest, most manly, gentlest, and most effective of all the apostolic band.
A Christian of the highest type, he had already been of the greatest service
to Paul on more than one memorable occasion, a man of large heart, of
wide sympathy, of great generosity and liberality ; devoted and ecarnest
and loving, a ¢ son of consolation,’’ a good man, who rejoiced in all good
by whomsoever wrought, full of the Holy Ghost and of faith.

And Paul, still known by his early name of Saul, was a man whose
character towers far above that of ordinary men ; a gentleman in the true
sense of the word ; a Christian, devoted, body, soul, and spirit, to Christ ;
courteous and brave, tender-hearted and true, full of enthusiasm and of
sobricty of mind ; a man of the deepest power of thought, eloquent,
persuasive, able to organize and to manage, able to bear with weaknesses
and prejudices, a man whose life was yielded without reserve to the glory
of Jesus Christ and the welfare of men.

These, then, were the first Christian missionaries, After a farewell
meeting with the church in Antioch they made their way to the port of
Scleucia, where there stretclied at their feet the waters of the great western
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sea. llere they found a splendidly built harbor in which the ships were
lying protected from the swell of the waves outside. The ruins of this
harbor remain in great perfection to our own day, only silted up with
mud. From just such a harbor and such piers as we are acquainted with
in any of our great shipping centres, the first New Testament missionaries
st sail. Tt was the nobless use to which the masonry of the port of
Seleucia had been ever put, wher it sheltered the ship into which Paul
and Barnabas stepped as they went at the divine bidding to evangelizs
the nations, Their vessel sailed out into the west—westward was the call
of God to the Christian Churck for many a century, until Europe and
Amcrica should have received the Gospel--and soon arrived at Cyprus,

" Azrived at length in this, the first country to whick God had led them,
what would the resnlts be? Wkat would be the results of discussions
with unbelieving Jews and with opposing philosophers ? v weary journeys
on foot—journeys continued for weeks together, while the preachers
endured hunger and thirst, cold and pakedness, and had no certain dwell-
ing-place ? what would be the result of their residence in foreign cities
among new faces, all of whem were alike ignorant of *“ this Jesus whom
Paul preached” ¢ Would the results be commensurate with the time and
labor expended 2 Moudern critics would say, No ; for upon their principles
Paul would Lave done better if he .ad not interfered with other pecple’s
religion, if he had let the world alone, for the religion of Greeks and
TRomans, of Celts and Britons was no doubt good enough for them, and
thay would somehow or another all turn out right cnough in the next
world. It was not after this fashion that Paul reasoned or acted. No;
he had a gospel to make known—** woe is me if I preach not the Gospel.”
To make all men know the mystery of Christ he was willing to be buffeted
and reviled, willing to undergo abuse and bodily injury, willing to be
scourged, to Le stoned and left For dead, as he was at Lystra. \What, it
is asked, are men to undergo treatment like this for the sake of propugating
the Christian religion? Iere is his reply : ‘1 count not my life dear
unto me, that I may finish my course with joy and the ministry which
I received of the Lord Jesus.™

But what were the results 2 A handful of converts in each of half a
dozen or & dozen towns, and those converts by no means the mature,
well-informed, experienced Christians who are to be seen in modern con-
gregations. It is diffi ult to realize how inexperienced those converts
were, how crude their ideas, how imperfect their morality ; they required
much paticnt teaching and exhortation ; and even the best of them, who
were appointed deacons and deaconesses and clders, knew very little, for
they had but recently turned from idols to serve the living and true God.

All their previous life had the dead weight of heathen castom, heathen
ideas, heathen morality, heathen vice ; and it took long years of patient
labor on the part of the apostles to raise their converts to anything like a
proper appreciation of the behavior that is Lecoming a Chriitian.  Were
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these results, then, worth the labor? Was it worth while to have gained
these new churches in heathen countries, when the gain had been achieved
at the expense of such bedily injury to an apostle as had made him
prematurely old and taken many years from hislife?  Similar oljections
are constantly made against modern mission work—Is the conversion of
a handful of Jews or of a few thousands of negroes or Ilindoos or South
Sea Islanders worth the life and the money that are spent in the process —
and the verdict of many is in the negative.

But surely the actions of a divinely inspired apostle are a safer guide
than any negative or hostile theorives. ILook again at Paul as he is return-
ing from the second of kis great missionary journeys. He has Leen away
from Antioch and his fricuds there for perhaps three years, and years
and hard work are telling upon him ; he is not the same strong man he
onece was ; no, he bears in his body the branding marks of the Lord Jesus.
Since he and Silas set ont—for Silas is now his corpanion—they bave
undergone the * shameful handling® which fell tu their lot at Philippi ;
and violenee of that kind no man can ever fully recover from. But Paul
has a brave heart ; none was ever braver than he. The devotion of his
whole being to ihe Sun of God, who loved him and gave Himself for him,
this personal affection to the Lord Jesus ever urges him on to spend and
be spent for the glory of Christ and the salvation of man. Ile feels
himself debtor to all—to slave and freeman, to Jew and Greek ; and
therefore as Jesus Christ’s minister he is abundant in labors ; life is too
short und tvo precions to waste ; eternity will give him rest. Thercfore
docs his heart bound onward to the work, although cven in this second
journey he has been in stripes above measure, in prison, in deaths oft, in
journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by
the heathen, in perils in the wilderness, in perils among false brethren,
in weariness and painfulness.

Yes, this was the kind of life P’aul chose for Christ’s sake. There
was then 1o other educated man of his position who was act g in this
fashion. They looked on him as a fool, and regarded those journeyings
of his as fanaticism. He knew that this was the estimate formed of him
by his former associates, ** We are fools for Christ’s sake ;”* but he had
counted the cost, and Christendom of to-day thanks God for the sufferings,
the journeyings, the fearless enterprise, the manly Christian resolution of
St. Paul—a resolution to live not for applause cither in the Chureh or
outside of it, but to live for Jesus Christ alone and for mankind of every
nation, for slaves and outcasts, for little children and for women, for those
whom the world despised. One thing this Paul ever does, 'nc thing
engages his thoughts by day and his dreams by night, that Christ be
glorificd in his body whether by life or by death.

Was it worth while? TWould Paul and Barnabas and Silas not have
done better to have stayed at home and taught the home church ?  Sup-
pose they had, where, then, would our Enrepean and Amecrican churches
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have been to-day ? Simply nowhere. Iad there been no apostolic
missions, Anglo-Saxon Christianity would Lave been non-existent.

Are missions worth the money ? Do they pay? Alas! that such a
question should cven be asked by a worldly church. Ask Christ, and listen
to His answer, * Make disciples of all nations,”” Ask Paul, ‘T am debtor
to all men.”” Ask the martyrs, they counted not their lives dear to them
for the name of Jesus. Go with me to Central Africa, to Lake Victoria
Nyassa, and sec what divine grace can do for the most benighted races.
One of the missionaries, Rev. Mr. Ashe, writes as follows : ¢ Picture the
tyrant playing the first act in the tragedy. One of the elder storekeepers,
a Christian page, is bronght into the royal presence. ‘Can you zead?’
asks his majesty. ¢ Yes,” Loldly answers the page. ‘Tl teach youto
read !? cries the king, catching up a spear and laying it about the lad’s
shonlders till it broke in two ; then, taking up the blade, he gashed the
head of his fzithful servant and kicked bim, till in a state of exhaustion
hoe handed the wespon to one of his chiefs nearly as cruel as himself, to
continue the lesson. Ile then sent and had fifty of his pages arrested and
castinto prison. After being imprisoned for a week thirty-two of them
were burned in one huge funeral pile.”

The spirit which animated these martyrs was the same which inspired
the carly Christians, who endured a similar death, as Tacitus narrates, in
the time of Nero. wrapped up in sacking which had been previously
smeared with pitch, they were hung upon trees in the royal gardens and
then sct fire to, there to bum to death, blazing as lamps in the darkness of
evening ; or again, encased in the skins of wild beasts, they were thrown
to dogs and worried till they died. The early martyrs and the mariyrs of
the nineteenth century in Madagascar and China and Africa were faithful
to Christ, faithful unto death. Most assuredly work which God blesses
with results such as these is worth the while.

The work is Christ’s. The command to carry the Gospel to every
creature is Christ’s command. It is the Iloly Ghost, the Spirit of Jesus,
who still breatiies into Iis people something of the compassion of Christ
for those who are cven to-day sitting in the shadow of death ; and the
results of Christian missions are Christ's. The handful of converts in
Cyprus, in Pisidia, i Derbe, and Lystra, and Iconium, and Athens, and
Corinth, and Rome, and Spain, and Egypt, and Gaul, and Britain con-
tinues to increase throughout the centurics, until in this year of grace,
1891, we have Christian churches evervwhere, the prelude to the time
when the carth itself shall be fuli of the knowledge of God, when sin shall
be made to cease out of God's world, when in the fulness of the joy of
the whole human rce conscionsly redecmed, the shout shall rend the
skies, “ The kingdoms of this world are beeome the kinzdoms of our God
and of His Christ, and He shall reiym forever and ever.”
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NARAYAN SHESHADRI, D.D., THE BRAOMAN APOSTLE (OF
THE OUT-CASTE MANGS.

BY GEORGE SMITH, LL.D., EDINBURGH, SCUTLAND.

[We venture to reproduce from the Free Church of Scotland Monthly
a superb paper which many readers have not seen.—ZEp. ] -

The same Scottish newspaper announced the death of two remarkable
Asiatic converts of Dr. John Wilson of Bombay—the Parsi, Rev. Hor-
mazdji Pestonji, and the Drahman, Rev. Narayan Sheshadri, Doctor of
Divinity of the University of Montreal. There still survives the oldest of
all, the Rev. Dhanjibhai Naoroji, at the head of the native Christian
community of Western India.

When, in 1839, Dbanjibhai and Hormazdji left the fire-worship of
Zoroaster for the only Name given under heaven whereby men may be
saved, Parsi and Hindu society was moved to its centre. In vain was the
civil court appealed to. But the Institution was almost empticd. Among
the few sons of caste and superstition who clung to it through ill-report
were two Brahman brothers—Narayan and Shripat. What Dr. Jokn
Wilson and Mr. Nesbit began, Dr. Murray Mitchell continued, and the
good work resvlted in their determination to put on Christ by baptism.
Narayan, who was confessedly of age and could not be hindered, became
the first convert of the Church of Scotland, Free, in the year 1843, when
Dr. Wilson and Dhanjibhai were in Scotland founding the home organiza-
tion of the missions ancw. Shripat was not sixteen years of age, and Sir
Erskine Perry handed him over to the Brahman priests, with a sneer at
the plea of the age of discretion. He was torn from Mr. Nesbit’s arms,
as he sobbed forth the question, “ Am I to be compelled to worship
idols 27

While the younger brother was thus driven back by a Christian judge
into Brahmanism, and submitted to the humiliation of swallowing the five
products of the cow, that he might be restored to caste, the clder began
that apostolic carcer which, for this life, ended in the committing of his
body to the Atlantic on the 21st July last, in the hope of = gloriows resur-
rection in Christ Jesus, at the very hour whea the Foreign Missions Com-
mittee in Edinburgh, all unknowing of the fact, wero discussing the
arrangements by which Dr. Mowat was to share his toils next October.

After spending some years as a missionary teacher in the Institution
and preacher to his countrymen, Narayan Sheshadri was ordained by the
Presbytery of Bombay, and the highly educated Brahman became for the
rest of his life the apostle of the Mangs, the out-caste poor of the Deccan i
centre of India. Leaving ordinary DBritish territory, he resolved to annex .
the great native state of Ifaidarabad to the kiagdom of Christ.

The year was 1863, As his base, he worked from Jalua, a military
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cantonment, in which mission buildings were casily acquired. Three miles
south he gradually obtained three hundred acres of land, which forms the
centre of the mission to the Mangs. As the Spirit of God blessed his
incessant evangelizing, he made that spot the centre of what grew to be
his extensive mission to the out-caste. He formed a Christian church and
a Christian community, calling both * the House of God,™ but using the
Hebrew “¢ Bethel’” rather than one of his own beautiful Marathi words,
After ten years of Dblessed toil he visited Scotland and Awmerica, to tell the
churches of his work aund to raise funds for the necessary buildings. His
winning face and irresistible personality, his native eloquence alike in
English and the vernaculars, and his contagicus carnestness, captivated
not only Christians in al! the lands he visited, but the Parsi official of the
district, and evea the proud Arab prime-minister of the Nawab, Sir Salar
Jung. For the mission he received three hundred acres of gautan, or
church land, free of tax, and never to be cultivated save as a grass com-
mon ; for the Christian peasants he was iustalled as patel, or headman,
over six hundrad acres, in which office his son Yeshwant-rao, lately agricul-
taral professor in Nagpore College, has succeeded him.

Year by year the work went on increasing, when he paid a second visit
o America and Scotland.  The writer was with him a deputy to the Pres-
byterian Alliance av Philade:phia in 1880, and went up and down Scotland
with him, pleading alternately for the Livingstoria and for the Bethel
Mission. After his first visit seme of our generous Glasgow clders, led by
Mr. William Mitchell, formed a committee to help his village mission.
Congregations specially chargad themsclves with the support of his cate-
chists. The children of the Free Church, above all, built him his church,
and year by year supported seme of his schools. By 1886-87 the work
had so far extended that we published this appeal for him :

* Before we pass away from these carthly scencs, we should like to
see the thirty villages, wherein our Christians reside, supplicd with pastors
duly qualificd, called, ordained, and settled over their respective congre-
gations. How is this to be accomplished? However, we have most
cucouraging promises in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments.
‘I shall take out of them (namely, Gentile nations) for pricsts and Levites,
saith the Lord.” Ias He not given a full realization of this promise in
the experience of once heathen European nations ; and what Ie has done
with respect to European and An.erican nations, He s able and willing to
do with reference to the Gentile nations of India, China, Burma, Japan,
and ali Eastern nations. We mezn to submit to the Free Presbyiery of
Bombay a scheme of studies to train up village pastors in connection with
our Bethel Mission. Last year w2 had the pleasure to dedicate a new
church at Rewaggro, two miles to tac south of Bethel, to the worship of
the only Jiving and true God.”?

In 1888-89 our deputies visited *he Decean Village Mission, and Rer,
Dr. Lindsay made this report to the children of the church :
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¢ First, there was a most interesting scries of baptisms, with an address
1o the baptized ; then the usual service, when I preached and Dr. Sheshadri
interpreted ; and lastly, the communion service, at which I had the privilege
of prosiding.  No pews exist in the Bethel church. The congregation it
on the floor in row after row, devout and attentive ; and the babies, most
of them without a stitch of clothing on, crawl about everywhere. An
bour or so after service the catechists and Biblewomen met in the church,
and we had an interesting interview with them. A great number were
present besides Bible-women and catechists, and T could only get at which
was which by actually taking hold of cach and finding out by question
whether the person I had hold of wasa catechist or a Bible-woman, and
separating them from the rest.

¢ One or two of the Bible-women made a very great impression on us.
Their story of work was simple, clear, and interesting, ¢ Have you made
many converts 2’ one of our number asked. ¢ There is one,’ she replied,
pointing to one of the men among the catechists. Mrs. Mackichan and
Mrs. Daly examined these Bible-women, and their questions drew out very
interesting answers. Mrs. Daly gave them some very sound practical
advice, which produced more immediate results than longer sermons
usnally do. All the small children cameto the Monday village family
worship clothed, althongh most of them spent the hour of serviee in
getting 1id of their inconvenient garment. One small urchin, having
divested himself, to his own cvident satisfaction, of every vestige of
garment, toddled to the church door, carefully put on the largest pair of
shoes he could find, and then tumbled down the steps in them. When he
reached the bottom he picked himself up, got into the shoes again, and
shuffled off out of sight—a happy child !

¢ Dr. Sheshadri sends his men out in small bands to preach in the
villages round about Bethel, and in this way has formed small Christian
communities in most of them. One sces at Bethel genuine native Chris-
tians, who preserve all their primitive habits, and who are not Anglicized
by their Christianity. The evangelists all collect at Bethel on the first
Monday of cvery month, and are regulatly instructed by Dr. Sheshadri,
who is a born teacher (to hear kim give a Bible lesson to school children,
and to see the small eyes twinkle with eagerness, is a sight not to be soon
forgotten), in the interpretation of Scripture, and in the best ways of
meeting the various objections commonly brought by Iindus and Moslems
against Christianity.

“ In the afternoon we started for the neighboring village of Rewagao.
It possesses the first of those village churches which Dr. Sheshadri proposes
to build in the principal hamlets in his district. A congregation of about
ninety people gathered, and three baptisms took place at the closc of the
service.

¢ Dr. Mackichan and Mr. Daly rcturned in the evening from their
visit, and reported a cheerful little Christian community in the far-off
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village they had gene to sce. These Christians lived in a distinet quarter
of the village, and though greatly outnumbered by the heathen, were full
of hope and courage.

I hope that Dr. Sheshddri’s plan of building ten or twelve village
churches will be carried out, and that each church will have attached a
prophet’s chamber, in which the missionary may reside when on his
rounds. The great defects of our mission in the Bethel district appeared
to be the want of adequate prevision for the training of the children, and
the wide extent of country which Dr. Sheshadri has to superintend.”

Of converts still living in 1890, Dr. Sheshadri reported 1062 as the
number, besides 649 adherents, Mr. A. G. Mowat, M.B., C.M., was
sent out from Glasgow last year to work the northern division of the
mission from Jalna, after learning Marathi with Mr. Small at Poona. He
has just been instructed to report on the whole mission, after a year’s survey.

Accompanied by his son, Dr. Sheshadri left Bombay for Japan last
February on sick leave, proceeded thence to America, preached almost
daily, and addressed the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of
Canada. Te sailed for Glasgow in the Circassic very well,* even at his
age ; but as the result of a storm on leaving New York, he succumbed to
bowel disease, and was buried in mid-Atlantic.

It is a strange story from man’s point of view. The Brahman lad,
fruit of our educational Institution, who confessed Christ before the
Supreme Court of Bombay, was enabled by the Spirit of God to bring,
from first to last, some two thousand of his countrymen to Christ, not-
withstanding defects of a purely secular kind, which he was ready to ac-
knowledge and bewail. He hasleft a goodly heritage to the Church of India.

Do we ask what is missionary work ¢ Rather ask what is not mission-
ary work ? for wherever there are souls to be saved, ignorance to be en-
lightened, human wrong to be righted, vice to be uprooted, and woes to
heal ; wherever the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into
the world, is obscured by reason of darknmess, there is missionary work ;
and wherever in the homes of Christendom there are hearts unrencwed,
lives wasted in folly and trifling, God-given powers dying for want of holy
exercise, money, time, influence and example diverted to unworthy objects,
there is missionary work.

¢ This was his Iast letter to Dr. Graham, of Edinburgh, now nincty years of age :—
¢ WALNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, July 14, "91.

** My DEAR FATHER GRATTAX : X sce that in 811 probability you'll have me cnce more in my
temporary home, Ashficld Villa, Greenhill Gardens, 1 Chamberlain Road.

“You and your dear minister, Dr. Wilson, and all inquiring fricnds in your beantiful city, will
be gratified to hear that X have been restored to health and strength. 1 have been travelling from
San Francisco to New York, and thence to Chicago, Washington, and Boston, very often preaching
twice on the Lord's-:s¥, and once or twice on week-days.

** We leave New York on the 18:h instant by the Gircassia, on orsbout the 20th in Glasgow. I
shall let yon know when we—that i3, my son Yeshwani-rao and myecl{—will be at Edinburgh,
Morningside.  With warmest love 0 you, Jliss Graham, and Miss Martha, snd all fnquiring friends,
cver affcetionately yours, NARATAN SHESHADRL™
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EXTRACTS AND TRANSLATIONS FROM FOREIGN PERIODICALS.

BY REV. C. C. STARBUCK, ANDOVER, MASS,

—The census just taken shows India to have a popnlation of 2835,-
000,000. }

—The Report of the Free Church of Scotland remarks : ‘“ A work on
which Dr. Duff Jaid great stress in connection with all educational opera-
tions in the country, from the lowest indigenous vernacular primary school
up to the highest college class, was the compiling or selecting of good, pure
text-books, thus superseding the impure, immoral rubbish which at one
time prevailed to so large an extent in all schools in India. Of course a
«ood deal of this work has been accomplished, but a good deal remains to
be done. The Government of India has put itself in communication with
all the local governments on this subject of pure text-books, passed resolu-
tions and Jaid down principles for the guidance of the various educational
departments throughout the country. One of these principles is to the
effect that at least one half of every school-book used as a reader in English
or in vernacular teaching should consist of lessons having a direet bearing on
conduet, either by way of precept or of example. The fact is becoming
more patent to missionaries every year that the progress of Christianity
rests on a sensitiveness of conscience as to conduct. Wherever there is an
jndifference as to conduct, there can Le no conviction of sin. "Wherever
God or the Supreme Authority is regarded as indifferent as to whether
actions are good or bad, and also wherever men are regarded as under the
compulsion of fate, so that they can do nothing of themselves and are there-
fore blameless as to bad conduct, there can be no conviction of sin. Now
these are two of the fundamen*al principles of Hinduism, and taught in
most of their school-books. Hindus are trained from their infancy on
these lines.”?

—Mr. F. N. Farquhar, B.A., of Christ Church, Oxford, has lately
gone out to take up work in the London Missionary Society College at
Bhowanipir, Bengal. He writes : ¢ Nothing impresses me so deeply as
the extreme difficulty of the work of leading the class of men we have to
deal with—educated Bengalis—to become Christians. They are not only
proud of their own hoary cult, and filled full of arguments drawn from the
purer and nobler parts of its teaching, but their want of physical vigor and
moral greatness makes them far mote difficult to rouse than students at
home ; and the fear which is now felt by Hindus concerning the advance
of Christianity bas led them to form almost a sacred dread of allowing any
shred of Christian teaching to find a place in their heart.

¢ Yet though this seems to be true of a very large number of these
young Babus, there are many whose hearts have been touched, and who
are aoxious to learn more about Christ.

¢¢ My little experience and few scraps of observation since I came here
confirm my belief that the educational werk done here is of extreme value
and importance. That these young Christians should be taught by carnest
Christians rather than by careless Christians or by Hindus is of immense
importance, even if we do not consider the actual Seripture work and direct
Gospel teaching. And the magnificent set of educated native Christians
dependent upon our mission here is a praof of the power of Chrisvian
cducational work. The native pastors and other educated natives have
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impressed me deeply ; they are kings among the ordinary Bengalis here,
and their Christian character seems far advanced, and is most beautiful,
most helpful, and most encouraging.”’

—The English Baptists, in their Annual Report, announce as their
““* Awgréssive Concentration.’? ' Concentration and consolidation of
ety

olicy 0 AR 4
gissionary effort, rather than unwise diffusion, arc the methods most ownea
and blessed by God in Indian mission enterprise.”” ‘The report of their

deputation says : *“ We have in India to-day just onc thin long line of
stations, in most instances with extensive distances between. We bave
located our brethren in great cities far distant from cach other, and by so
doing removed from them the strengsh and inspiration that come from
working in touch and contact in mutual sympathy and brotherly counsel.
We have set one or two brethren down in a vast and densely peopled city,
and written ¢ Qccupied > over the entire distriet stretehing far away, until
we have treated a similar centre hundreds of miles distant in precisely the
same manner, . . . °Spreadthe Light!’ ¢ Spread the Light !’ is a ery
in which we would all thankfully join ; but it is surely well to remember
that the Jight of missionary zeal and uscfulness resembles that of live coals,
which if kept together may long continue to burn brightly and diffuse a
genial warmth, but which if unwiscly scattered will soon become dim
and cold.”

Says the deputatior : “ Even putting all distinctive missicnary effort
out of the question, the mere contact of Western thought, culture, and
education is inevitably breaking up the older forms of Hindu thought.
But it lies with us to say whether that contact shall be charged with infinite
blessing, leading them on to a higher, decper, truer faith, and a new
national life ; or whether, cutting them adrift from their old moorings, we
leave them without Christ, strangers from the covenants of promise, having
no hope, and without God in the world, to be ravaged by intoxicating

drinks and made imbecile by opium.”

—The Rev. L. P. Weinberg, of Jaffa, quoted in the Jewist Intelligencer
for February, writes : “ The general topic of conversation among Jews at
the present time is Palestine, and almost every Jewish newspaper speaks
of this country as “ the only place of refuge’ for them.”

Arias, missionary of the London Society for the Conversion of the
Jews, reports a significant remark of some Italian Jews : ¢ Till the Chris-
tians treat the Jews well, we shall never believe that Jesus is our Messiah.”’
Most of the Italian Jews that he has met with seem to be in the dregs of
Judaism, with few signs of longing for anything better.

—Professor A. R. Simpson, President of the Edinburgh Medical Mis-
sionary Socicty, says, most aptly, that in the Old Testament the “ place
of God’s feet’” is the Temple, but that the feet of the God-man are found
most often ‘‘ where the sick Jay and the bereaved were weeping.”
¢* These were the piaces of His fect, who Himself bore our sicknesses and
carried our infirmilies ; and these are what e would seck our wealth to
make glorious.”” Brave encouragement, Professor Simpson well says, to
the medical missionary, to show him that he is in the track of the Saviour
of the world. N

—The West Himalaya Mission of the Unitas Fratrum was begun in
1853. Not until 1890 has a mecting of all the missionaries of the three
stations been found practicable. Compared with the giant heights amony
which they live, says the Afissions-Blati, the Alps scem mere ranges of
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hills, And hardly had they broken up from their first meeting, when a
veritable deluge converted the whole valley of Leh into a sea, swept away
every bridge over the Upper Indus except one, and swept many persons out
of the world. The Brethren do not seem to remit their ancient passivn,

‘“ To plant successfully sweet Sharon’s rose
On 1cy rocks, and 'mid cternal snows,”

—*¢8ee,”” said a sick child in India, *¢ the goddess Kali’s bloody _
tongue, wicked face, cruel hands, necklace of skalls; our gods are
terrible ; I cannot help screaming when I sce them.’’— Canadian Church
Magazine,

~—Whether the late English reviewer, who is greatly displeased that
Christians should endeavor to disturb the sweet calm of Buddhism, would
be equally displeased that they endeavor to discredit the worship of the
venerable goddess Kali, is not certain. Perhaps he would grudgingly
allow this one exception.

—The Missions-Berichie gives a stinging remark of a South African
Caffre, that among the whites they became acquainted with two things—
the Bible, to save their souls, and brandy, to destroy their bodies. But,
he added, he was content with the former.

—In China, it appears, at least in some hospitals, wherever a patient,
on returning home, expresses interest in spiritual things, an evangelist, is
sent after him, and thus, says Dr. Main, of Hangchow, much froit has
been gathered vnto life eternal. Every year there pass through that one
medical mission 10,000 patients.

—The China Central Mission of the Presbyterian Church makes a very
strong appeal for reinforcement. The field immediately accessible to
them includes the whole great valley of the Yang-tse-Kiang, the *‘ Son of
Ocean.’ The four provinces of Kiangsu, Kiangsi, Nganhui, and Chehkiang
have 121,000,000 inhabitants within an area of 204,287 square miles,
There are signs of a sudden breaking-up of the fallow ground of general
indifference. They want to be ready to answer spontaneous calls from all
parts. The accession of a new emperor, and an uneasy expectancy of
political change, join with an extraordinary frequency of natural calamities,
of floed or drought, famine or pestilence, at once to unsettle and humble
men’s minds.

The province of Szechuen, on the Upper Yangtse, with some 45,000,000
of people, ought to be oceupied in force. Untouched by the Tai-ping
insurrection, it retains all the glory and prosperity of ante-rebellion times.
The people are a hardy, straightforward, enterprising race, 2s is shown by
their various and productive industries. For centuries they have been
boring salt and gas wells from three to five thousand feet deep, and using
natural gas for evaporating the brine pumped from the bowels of the earth.
Their bronze, silk, and white wax industries arc noted over the empire.
Their language is Mandarin, in which a Christian literature is already
prepared.

The Central China Mission statistics for last year show an increase of
a little over cight per cent.  Five of their fifteen churches pay their own
pastors.  Everything is cncouraging. ‘¢ Come over and help us,’” they
say. The great Church to which they speak will assuredly not be heed-
less,
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EDITED AND CONDUCTED BY REV, J. T. GRACEY, D.D,

The Week of Prayer.
[EDITORIAL.—J, T. G.]

It was at the request of a small band
of missionaries in the Panjab that the
Evangelical Alliance originally appoint-
ed & Week of Prayer for supplication for
the conversion of the world. Since
then there have been many other weeks
and special days set apart for che same
purpose, The Church of England MMis-
sionary Society, for instance, has a
Day of Special Prayer, or, as they phrase
it, of * Intercession for Foreign Mis-
sions,”” and many other churches have
adopted more or less regularly, the cus-
tom of a set time for united prayer for
the same object. We note with pleas-
ure several statements in the introduec-
tion to the week's programme of the
Evangelical Alliance this year, such
as theso : ¢ The privilege of prayer rises
to the topmost height attainable on
earth, when, in common with believers
of every name the wide world over,
we agree to hold a concert of prayer,
so that the globe may be girdled with
assembiies of believers of one hesrt
and of one mind, interceding with
God for each other, for the Church
of Christ, and for the spread of the
Gospel. . . . Looking abroad on the
world in the light of the Word, we seo
the predictions in the Holy Book being
fulfilled all around us. Be it ours to
wait on God and to wait for Him in holy
concord of faith and prayer, ¢ looking
for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus
Christ.’ . .. Wherefore, ‘holy breth-
ren, partakers of the heavenly calling,’
8s in the opening year we gird ourselves
anew for freshr service and faithful testi-
mony, let us invite each other again to
gather unitedly before the Iternal
Throne in praise and prayer.”

The Church of Englund circular names
grounds for humiliation, as found in the
fact that nearly nineteen lnndred years
have rolled by since the Hend of the
Church gave ths great missionary com-
wission, and yeb tho work is scarcely

begun ; all the Protestant churches can
scarcely muster 7000 men and women as
¢4 witnesses to the uttermost parts of the
earth ;" the members of the Church of
England in itsricher portion alone have
an income of $1,750,000,000 annually,
but last year, gave only $1,450,000 to for.
eign missions. What is true of them ig
relatively true of the rest of the churches.
The circular appeals for a fuller recog-
nition of the principle of the missionary
entexprise : ‘* Missionary work is nota
voluntary, supererogatory work of a few
more devoted souls. It is a charge
which is given to all as Christians.”
It also mentions as a matter of special
thanksgiving thealtered tone of the pub-
lic press toward missions. It reads :

* Since the death of Bishop Hanning-
ton, slowly but surely much of the Eng-
lish press bas changed its tone with re- -
spect to the missionary enterprise. How
often now have we thankfully to ac-
knowledge that current literature brings
the 1nissionary subject before house-
holds who otherwise would remain ab-
solutely ignoran{ of the work! How
often of late bas the public press done
signal service in defence of missionary
agency — notably regarding work in
China, India, and Ugandat! In this,
with profound gratitude, let us distinct.
ly acknowledge God’s gracious hand.”

All this can be readily transferred to
the Universal Weck of Prayer, and a
study should be made of the topics
named in the programme of the Evangel-
ical Alliance, and illustrations searched
for of the special topics mentioned in it.

To these suggestions we venture to
add that the Church of God on earth has
good reason to render praise for the
workmen God hasraised up. Wo ought
to pruso to shed a tear at the grave of the
missionary dead of 1891, Thelistis but
an appendix to the eleventh chapter of
Hebrews. Bishop TFrenchascended from
Arabia ; Bishop Hoone, having only for
& short timoebeen enrobed in the mantlo
of his father, the renowned missionary,
died in China ; Nowton, ¢ the beloved,’”
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of tho Panjab—** n man sont from God,
whose name was John''—was followed
to botter thun India's palaces by Winter,
of the Delbi Mission, who loved his spe-
cial work more than he did a bishoprie,
Amid the lamentations of thousands,
that “ good servant of the Liord,”’ Bishop
Crldwell, was laid {o rest after fifty-four
years of labor in India for India ; Dr.
Luther H, Gulick, the founder of a large
missionary family, went up to the
‘“bosom” of the ‘‘ Father of the faith-
ful ;* and dear and great John Inglis
dropped his finished translation of the
visions of him of Patmos to open
his eyes on the Dbeatific vision of the
Anciont of days; Redslob, the Mora-
vian sentinel of tho outer patrol limit of
Christendom on tho edge of Thibet,
awoke to know the richer meaning of
Num Thang Song, and to find it ““all
bright again’ forever ; Mrs, Bennett,
more than sixty years in Burmah, went
to join again the Judsons and the
Boardmans; Sheshadri, the first Asi-
atic whom America ever honored with
a doctornte of divinity, found a fit-
ting sepulchre in the sea for his body,
while his soul went to the ““sea of
glass ;” and Goloknath of Jalander was
carried to his burial by ‘* devout men,”
and henored by the presence at his
funeral of European officialsand a thoa-
sand Hindusand Mobammedans. Time
would fail us to tell of cthers who have
gone from remotest mountains and val-
leys, from the habitations of cruelty and
spiritual solitude, to the *' general as-
sembly” and the * Church of the First-
born” on high. But surely in the crowd
of our on-rushing thoughts at a season
like this, we can pause long enough to
thank God for such examples of the
highest missionary spirit and loftiest
spiritual uchievement, and to ask that
their tribe may increase, and the Church
universal catch the radiance of their
lives and be inspired to emalate their
devotion and their deeds.

And assurely, turning from this mis-
sionary nave in thoe great Westminster
of the Church, wo cannot fail of interest
in prayer for the great host of still live
jing missionaries, both men and women,

Harmony and Proportion in Missions,*

REV. CYRUS HANLIN, D.D,, LEXINGTON,
MASS,

The foreign missions of the Church
of Christ are becoming numerous and
complicated. Many missionary socie-
ties are in the field, separated from each
other by differences of nationality, lan-
guage, and church orgunization,

When these different organizations oc-
cupy the same field there is, there must
bs, more or less of denominational fric.
tion, sometimes of antagonism even,
and generally thero will be a want of
that co-operation that always corstitutes
strength and progress. In that wonder-
ful prayer in which the Son of God
poured out His soul as His honr drew
near, Ho prayed most earnestly that tho
Father would keep His disciples * that
they may be one, as we are.”” ‘‘ Neither
pray I for these alone, but for them also
which shall believe on Me through their
word, that they all may be one, as Thomu,
Father, art in Mo, and I in Thee ; that
they may bo one, that the world may be-
lieve that Thou hast sent Me."

The missionury work has given birth
to a great measure of the true spirit of
unity for which the Saviour prayed—=a
unity which exists between true disci-
ples, notwithstanding all this diversity.
The existenco of this International Mis-
sionary Union is an answer to the Re-
deemer’s prayer, and must be an object
of His approving regard.

In order to remove so far as possible
tho occasions of conflicting views and
messures which perplex and scandalize
the heathen, it has been generally agreed
that one society shall not interfere with
another society’s legiiimate spherc of
labor, marked out by actual occupation.

Whero thoe different socicties areal-
ready intermingled on the samo terri-
tory, thera is danger of injury to the spir-
itual element. One will say, “I am of
Paul ; another, I am of Apolles.”’ It
requires of the missionaries thus divided
great wisdom, prudence, and brotherly
love. There is ovidently a growing

# Read before the International Alssionary
Tnlon at Clifton Springs, N. Y., June, 1891,
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spirit of unity on mission fields, and
those who intrude upon fields already
occupied are guilty of # great sin, They
becomo the authors of & great wrong and
injury to the Master’s cause. The grow-
ing spirit of harmony will make such in-
trusions more a.d more difficult, De-
nominational friction will be avoided,
and denominational comity as to enter-
ing each other’s field is becoming, or
rather, I would say, has become u recog-
nized international and interdenomine-
tional law of missionary strategy.

Japan isnow a field of special tempta-
tion, so many societies are earnestly
engaged in tho work, The Holy Spirit,
the Guide unto all truth, the Paraclets,
He alone can deliver the work from this
danger of divided counsels and of wotk-
ened efficiency.

The law of proportion in the mission-
ary work musi he regarded as well as
the law of harmony.

There are many dopartments of this
work, as preaching, educaticn, thy press,
the formation of churches, the erection
of vbuildings, the care for the poor and
suffering, any one of which may be put
forward ont of proporlion and to the in-
jury of the rest. Itrequires great wis-
dom and judgment to develop all the in-
terests of a mission =o that no one shall
be neglected ard nn one shall overtop
the others. The missionary needs to
bave ‘‘ an nnction from the Holy One,
and to koow all things.”” He must neg-
lect nothing, he must push nothing be-
yond its value. I think to a very ro-
markable degree this wisdom uas been
given.

Where there is Episcopal government
a great responsibility falls upon the
bishop. He can more readily remedy
mistakes and bharmonize the depart-
ments, or, if he should lack wisdom, ho
may get them into & muddle.

But many missions are more demo-
cratic in their organization. They are
largely seclf-governed, although the home
societies fix upon the general principles
upon which they must procéed.

Let us not forget, however, that there
are so many kinds of agents in different
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fields that some of them are a law unto
themselves. They have no trouble about
propo.tion in their work, Wo have :

1. The scli-supporting missionary,
who has property that mekes him inde.

‘pendent of missionary bodies and socie-
ties. He may be a very happy, useful
man. If his means enable him to call
to his 2id native helpers, he is equal to
a whole station, In prosecuting his
work he is sole judge of the depart.
ments of his work, and in what rulation
to each other he will develop them, It
is impossible to work only in one,

2. There are self-supporting missiona-
ries, who depend upon their own indus-
try or upon rome secular employment
for support. Their object is to exhibit
{tho example of an honest, industrious
Christian life, and lead the heathen both
by precept and example into the same
life. Thoy would show them and help
them also to experiencs that disciple-
ship to Christ has the promise both of
the present life and of that which is to
come. This scheme of missionary work
can be fruitful of much good only by
combination. The Inland Mission in
China is partly of this nature, but it re-
quires the oversight and management of
gifted men, like Hudson Taylor and his
compeers, to guide its affairs, direct its
labors, and provide for expenses that
overy progressive work will demand.

Bishop Tayler’s mission in Africa is
of this partially self-supporting kind.
Ho gathers from Christian friends at
home what is naeded for the complete-
ness and efficiency of the work beyond
the productive results of the laborers.
Iwould bid God-speed to all such efforts,
and yet thoy must bo exposed to certain
infelicitics. Untrained menand woren
will be found in them who, when they
encounter the grave difficulties of & for-
eign language and find the native proud
and contemptuous, will soon be dis-
couraged, and retire in black despair.
Such cases have too frequently occurred,
In futura they may be avoided.

3. By far the greater number of mis-
sionaries on the field afe supported by
missionary societics, ‘Theoporatingand
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largely apportionating power is in those
societics, But the officers, being far
from the fields of labor, must depend
upon the missionaries for the facts, and
upon their judgment as to the meaning
of the facts. While hero is an oppor-
tunity for difference of opinion between
the officers and the missionaries, which
1 'rhaps sometimes oceurs, yet there has
been remarkable harmony on the whole.
When earnest discussion hes arisen it
has been conducted in & Chrisiian
spirit, and has resulted in the advance-
ment of the work and in the settloment
of important principles. Sometimes
education has been too much pushed,
and sometimes preaching. In Buresal,
India, preaching was almost the only
work attempted. EQ -ation was left
entirely to the mative Christians. In
consequence the children were growing
up in such deplorable ignorance that o
genaral meeting of missionaries took up
the subject and demanded that Chris-
tian education should accompany the
Christian native Church,

But the subject which ismost exposed
to disproportion has regard to the work
of the native Church, with its pastors,
teachers, and helpers. Generally in all
departments of the missionary work in
the ministry, in eduncation, in editing
and transiating, the native factors must
be our chief reliance for ultimate suc-
cess, Fifty years ago the prevailing
idea was that the world is to be convert-
ed by the preaching of missionaries,
That idea isno longer held by anybody.
The native Church is to be the true mis-
gionary Church. Native preachers and
helpers are to go everywhere preaching
the Word. They are to do tho chief
work of evangelization. The great work
of the missionaries is to bring forward,
to educate, to train the native laborers
and nativo churches unto this work, and
give the whole over to them as soon as
possible, This is the only way in which
the great work - f the world's redemp-
tion from sin and darkness can be ac-
complished. It is the most cffective
and the most economical way,

Schools, colleges, semineries must be

established, and for a time, it may be,
chiedy oflicored by the best-edueated
missionaries. But from the very begin-
ning the object to be aimed at is the
raising of native laborers for every de-
partmen? of the work,

For u timo the native agency, in press-
ing forward into new fields, must be
supported in whole or in part by the
mission, otherwise it cannot exist at all.
A mission is prosperous only so far as it
raises up an efficient, well-trained na-
tive agency. One missionary with four
well-qualified native preachers will reach
the people more widely and efficiently
by far, than five missionaries with no
native assistant, and the expense will
not be half so great. The work will be-
come in this way self-developing and
seif-porpetuating.

It follows then by necessity that when
the funds of a mission do not keep prog-
ress with the missionary work, the for-
eign missionary should be withdrawn,
that the native work may go on. If dur-
ing the past year the societies that have
been compelled to cut down their ap-
propriations had, instead of doing so,
refused to send out a single missionary,
they would have saved their work from
a calamitous set-back, Some missiona-
ries have seriously contemplated resign.
ing and leaving the field in order to
avoid this great evil,

An early movement in the missionary
work of sending out laymen to teach the
various arts of civilized life proved a
failure ; but the time has now come
when there isa cali for such co-opera-
tion. The converts from heathendom
must live by their own labor. The
sooner they are emancipated from many
of the filthy modes in which all heathen-
dom, including even the Chinese, live
tho better for a pure and honest Chris-
tian life. The glorious example and life
of Mackay of Uganda have taught us
what a lay missionary—a mechanic, a
civil-enginecer—can achieve for Christ
under the darkest prospects. The Lord
will have many Mackays ready when the
Church shal! really call for them, Mis-
sionary societics must learn that comn-
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vorts wust have daily bread not by
charity, but by their own labor. And
all missivnaries, men and wowen,
should lhave that practical knowledgo
of the common arts and activities of lifo
which will enablo them to guide the
persecuted and Yuycolted into ir fe-
pendent self-support.

There is great danger at tho present
time of looking moxe to the number
than the quality of the laborers. 1len
of mere sentiment are sure to fail.
They find themselves confrorted with
the difficulties of an unknown, sirango,
barbarous language, and by a proud, in-
solent, contemptuous people. After a
year or two of heartless cffort they re-
treat in black despair orsinkinto o list-
less lfe. None but men who are strong
in the Lord erd in the power of His
might are needed in this work.

It follows, from all we havoe read, that
this great and marvellous movenent
among the youth of our colleges is
in danger of involving the Christian
Church in an unexpected embarrass-
ment. To send out all who are willing
to go and are fitted for great usefulness
would necessitate tho entire abandon-
ment of tho clement of native co-opera-
tive help, of uastors, teachers, tranms-
lators, common schools, and, to some
extent, of colleges and seminaries. A
greater catastrophe could not befall the
work.

What, then, is the meaning of this
wonderiul movement ?

It brings before the Charch the treo-
mendous reality of the missionary work.
It cries aloud to all Christirns, Aban.
don your luxurious living, vour piling
ap of millions. Pour your millions into
the reissionary work, and secif tho Lord
will not pour you out & blessing that
thero shall not be rosm to receive it.

Bat thesosixthousand crusaders must
not ho encovraged to go forth while tho
Church stands back and refuses to de-
velop the work already in progress, Lav-
ing tho evident blessing of God and tho
co-operating work of the Holy Spirit,
Their goii.g forth must bo to aid, nat
refard tho work, At an averng: of five
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hundred dollars a year for the suppord
of each one, three millions of dollarsa
year will be needed for their bare sup-
port, and certainly not less than nine
millions more for {he prosccution of the
work through native agency. Then the
six thousand would soon be one hun.
dred thousand, and that number a mill-
jon of native preachers. By that timo,
moreover, the million would be mainly
supporied by native churches, and the
promiso of the Almighty Father to the
Son, ¢ Ask of Me and I will give Thes
the heathen for thine inheritance, and
the uttermost parts of tho earth for Thy
possessions,’” would approach its glori-
ous falfilment.

Chinese " Blue-Books” [+ T. c.]

Whoever has carefally studied the
splendid volume containing the Records
of the Missionary Conference which met
st Shonghai in 1890 will have noticed in
the essay of Rev. Timothy Richards »a
“ The Relation of Christian Missions to
tho Chnese Government,” his reference
(pp. 407-10) to what ho is pleased to
stylo «“ Bluo Books.”” Itis a collection
of public decuments on all State ques-
tion Dublished in 1526, in one hundred
and (wenty books. It was republished
by the Shaghai publishers in 1889 ;
supplement to the same, also in one
hundred and twenty books, bringing the
subject down to date, was published in
1888, Theso bLooks, he says, are in the
cataloguoe of the books for sale in tho
Government beok-shop at Tientsin, and
probably in ail the provinces. Two
boaks of the supplement nre dovoted to
Curistian missions.

Alr. Richerds proceeds to give somo
idea of their ‘‘scandalous” coniunts.
First, » Dhistory of the way in which
Christianity has gmdually corrupted
Chins. This is followed by an attcmpt
to stamp out Christianity in the prov-
inces of Hunan, the source of the pres-
cut Chineso riots, and Kiang Su.  Sun-
dry cther dncum~nts follow, Mr, Rich-
ards proceeds o xecito that tho books
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affirm that six hundred years aftor Bud-
dhba all India followed the Christinn
roligion., Among the siutements are
found assertions that the founder of
Christianity was s criminal, and Josoph
was not his father.

The great rebellions in the Ming
dynasty and of the various secreb sects
in the present dynasty, with all their
horrors, are attributed to these Western
religions. It is an insnlt, the author
says, to suggest that all these vile hero-
tics could have had the same origin as
the Chinese. The writer says that four
iaels wero given to each convert, and
thet the books of the Romean Catholics
wero full of obscenity, and that the Gov-
ernor Man of Chi Kiang memorialized
the throno regarding their evil deeds,
requesting to have their churches tarned
into charity schools for a hundred years,
to cleanse away their moral filth,

¢ After this,” says Mr. Richards,
* follow scandalons quotations from Wei
Yuen, who says that men aud women
sleep promiscuously together in the
churches ; that one hundred and thirty
taels of silver aro given in threo instel.
ments to the converts to help them to
do business; that the Christinns’ eyes
aro scooped out by the priest after
death ; that when these oyes are melted
up with lead, eight per cent of the lead
is turned to silver ; that & pill is given,
which makes the convert pledge him-
self for life, and so bewitched is he that
the first thing he does is to destroy the
ancestral tablets; that several other
things are practised by Christians which
I consider too vile to print.” Al Rich-
ards closes his remarks on the *“ Blue-
Books' with tho following grave roflec-
tion: “Thus end the ‘BlueBoaoks”
without the slightest ackno #ledgment of
any benefit derived from modern inis-
sionaries, They wish {o convince their
peoplo tha* Christian missionarics only
cvme hero for mischicf, and that the
converts are the scum of socicty! In
faco of abont a million tacls spent an-
naually for the good of China ; in face of
tens of thousaunds of patients gratuitous-
ly Lesled annually ; of the many valu.
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able books translated ; of the {ens of
thousends of young and old taught ; of
the hundreds of thousands saved from
death during famines, and of the toml-
stones of those who have given their
lives for the good of Ching, this collec.
tion of obscenities and lies is their
version of what we have done for
them.”

The relation of the State to these so-
called ** Blue-Books,” s.d of their rela-
tion to the present disturbed state of tho
country, as it originates in hatred of
foreigners, has becomo the subject of
considerable discussion in China, Itis
well known that tho riofs have been in-
cited by the literati and gentry of
China ; and it is this class that read
such statements s are contmmned in
these books, which, be it borme in
mind, are for sale at the Government
book-stores. It would secem, therefore,
of little avail that the imperial authority
at the Peking Yemen should by royal
edict declare that Christianity was a re-
ligion of good meral influenco, so long
as it permits these documents to be
placed on salo underitsauspices. Tobo
sure, it might bo claimed that the edict
counteracts their inflnence, and oven
that it wes so intended. It is much
more probable that the Government
chooses to blow hot and cold at the same
time, for whatever else tho West may
teach Chine, it is not likely to set it any
lesson in the duplicity of diplomacy.

In the Norlh Ching IHerald tho vener-
oble and highly esteemed missionary,
Rev. Grifiith Johin, calls npon the for-
eign powers to demand the suppression
of these books. He says that it is to bo
hoped that some one will take theso
books in hand and Lring their vileness
and falschood to the light. He has
afresh examined them, and declares that
** anything more false, disgrecoful, and
infinmmatory it would be difficult to
find, even among tho vilo placards of
Hunan.” Hedeemsitof theutmostim-
portence that their publication, as they
now stand, should be suppressed. Ha
concludes by saving thet the Hunan
placardsareintended fortho multitnde ;
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these books are intended for tho ofiicials
and literary classes. They are to bo
fonnd in every yamén, and in thousands
of private libraries. Tho foreign powers
have decidoed that the IIunan publict-
tions shall cease, beeauso they poison
the minds of the people. For a still
sironger reajon they ought to decide
that these * bluo books* shall cerss in
heir present form, becauso they poison
tho minds of tho officials and scholars.
Just how far the foreign powers
should go in attempting an *¢ Index" of
literature that must be espurgated in
China, or whether they should attempt
atall to coerce the Government to caunse
cortain parts of current literature fo be
suppressed, may be grave questions.
But that they might demand that their
sale should be prohibited in Govern-
ment book stalls would not appear alto-
gether unreasonable as a political meas-
ure or as & war measuro, if you please,
We have nof called attention {o tho mat.
ter with a view to second tke call to the
foreign powers 1o demand their suppres-
sion, but rather to show some of the
sources by which the prejudices of the
literati and gentry are stirred against
Christian missionaries. Perhaps wo
may even como into greater charity
toward some of thosoe whose minds bave
been thus poisoned ; and perhaps wo
may como to better appreheasion of
why the literati and geniry, rather than
the common people and the coolies, dis-
liko forciguers and missionaries. At
any r1ate, if we aro to proceed with judg-
ment, it is manifest we must becomo
moro closely acquninted with the in.
digenous influences affecting the people
of China.

Medical Work for Womea in Xorea.

Wo know 5o little of the “ Land of
tho Moraing Calm™ that it is with inter-
ost we qunte from 2 long commurication
from Miss Tosetta Sherwood, ALD., of
tho Mcthodist Episcopal Mission in that
country, the {oilowing paragur:phs =

¢“The majority of tho liospital and
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out-patients belong to the Syongin, or
low-class people, many of whose wom-
en, oxcept the newly married or thoso
of marriageable age, go out upon the
street in the daytime, I would like to
open an evening clinic for those Korern
women who must not be seen upon the
street in the daytime, and I want to
open a dispensary in another part of
the city, and perhaps one outside.
Quito often at my morning <linic I have
had women from the higher class who
have come in closed chairs, They al-
ways inform mo that it is a great excep-
tion for them to go out, but their dis-
easo was difficult, and they had heard
that I was & very wise doctor, and there-
fore came.

¢ 3y out-calls have, many of them,
been to people of quite high rank—from
the daughter of a ¢ Chusa’ to tho moth.
er of thelate Prime-Minister—but others
liave been to those most wmiserably low
and poor. I have visited a nieco of the
Inte queen-dowager, living in a largo
stone house bailt within two or threo
court-yards, with foreign lamp-posts
here and there ; nice-sized roows, easily
made larger by pushing back the Korean
shove-doors and throwing two rooms
into ono ; large Korean screcns here and
there ; a fine mirror and Korean dress-
ing-case ; the patient and herattendants
clothed in spotless white, in mourning
for tho Queen ; tho under garments of
the patient mado of soft white Korean
silk. Showas covered with light downy
comfortables of colored silk, and lay
upon 2 soft mattress with a beautifully
embroidered Korean pillow on the warm-
est part of a highly polished ‘XKang®
floor.

**In tho same afternoon T havo visit.
ed a poor sick woman of the Coolio class
in her little five-by-eight room, with
ceiling so Jow I could mot stand wup.
right, ono small window covered with
oiled prper, tho patient Ivingon & smell
rat and eovered with a conrse cotton
combirtable, The history of many of
the wretched cases one meets withina
practice liko tlds ars appalling and
heart-sickening.”?
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“Why is the China Inlard Mission Suc-
cessful ?"

The editor of the Ilarvest Ficld, tho
Wesleysn magazine published in India,
some while since addressed the above
question to the Rev. David Hill, the
Britisb President of the Shanghai Cen-
ference of Missionnries laboring in
Indin. We have so long leard and
read conflicting statements of the effi-

iency and value of Mr. Hudsun Tay-
Jor's methods, and those of his associ-
ates, that it was with rather more than
usual interest wo read AMr. Hill's xeply,
and we are so confident of & wido inter-
est in tho smbject that wo quote tho
article bodily. Jr. Hill says:

‘¢ You inquire as to tho reasons of tho
success of tho China Inland 3Mission.
The assnmption implied in such in-
quiry some would question, if it refer
to tho work of the mission in China,
and the number of members gathered
into the Church. This is not large as
compared with that of several other
missions baving a much smaller staff
of missionaries, and does nof demon-
strato any very marked success.

« On the other band, 2000 and odd
Christions gathered into the Charch in
twenty-fivo years does tell of sunccess,
and that Mr. Hudson Taylor should
havo been used of God to this end is
matter for profound thankiulness.
That it is not large may be accounted
for by the perpetual pioncering of
many missionaries. In opening tho
way {o regions beyond they have been
nwbundantly successful, but this po-
petual motion has not favoied large
harvests of converts.  Whero steady,
persevering work bas been tho orxder of
the day, conversions Lave becn most
numerous,

¢ Then the genius of the mission is
so largely that of witnessing rather
than wivning, of sowing rather than of
reaping, that that doubtless has had
something to dowith the comparatively
small ingathering. And tho very large
proportion of new men occupying new
places, as compared with any other

mission in China, suggests that a longor
period of time is required Leforo we
can predicale success or fnilure of the
mission in its evangelical enterprise,

“ That it has been a wonderful sue-
cess at home cverybody must admit.
The rapid pouring into ono field of so
large a number of missionaries Is nn.-
exampled in iwcodern times as farasl
know, and demands close study. Two
or thrco reasons for this success have
oceurred to me :

‘1. Tho mission is stecped in prayer,
and its founders and followers have
Loldly made the grand experiment of
testing and trusting the promises of
God.

¢¢ 2. Appeals for men have been made
at meetings for entiro consccration to
God. This consecration has been
urged home first of all—then the de-
mand to show cause why this consecra-
tion shonld not flow in China channels
has been made. Full surtrender has
~pened tho ear to China's claims.

¢¢3. Speedy entrance on the work.
No protracted wailing for examination
afler exemination, or for a long collego
course. This attracts men.

€4, Then the offer of n life of sacri-
fice rather than one of case hns a great
deal to do with winning the right sort
of men. Taith, too, fascinates.

¢ 5. Besides Mr. Taylor's mngnetic
influicnce, Mr. DBroomball's untiring
cnergy and tho broadeast sowing of
(lina's millions have marvellously nided
the progress of the mission.

*“ These bave sappenred to me the
chief causes of success, and I as a
Methodist feel I may learn a good deal
~rom them

—Mrs. Maria T. True, of Tokyo, tem-
poratily in this country, in writing to
us says : ** Some Japancse ladies have
parchased an acre of ground and built
a small honse for an industrial school
for young women. About forty pupils
are enrolled, and during the little moro
thap cne year sinco tho school was
opencld they havo by their own labor

'
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carned their board, and in some cuses
other expenses. The main industry is
sillc embroidery, but they also have in-
troduced various other kinds of work,
and have still more comprehensive
plans, to be carried ovt when the fund
for another building havo been secured:
This is a (hristian schodl, and is blessing
those who have established it and are
carrying it on as well as thoso who are
taught in it.

“QOne of the native pastors has also
been the mesns of opening an indus-
trial homeo for yonng men. Iknow both
of these enterprises well, and am sure
they are worthy of our warm sympathy

«¢ A letter just received from a Japan-
ese minister contains the following :
¢ This is my strong conviction : wo can-
not evangelize Japan with 2 method like
child’s play ; if we ovangelizo such a
heathen country as Japan we must take
a gigantic method. The Biblo and the
Holy Spirit ere the only weapons needed
in our battle-field.’

¢ Then he goes on to outline a meth-
od by which he thinks work could be
carried on in every town and village in
Japan, He asks advice concerning
leaving one of the best churches in
Tokyo in order to give his time to this
country work.

¢ 1t is hard to realizo how heavily
burdened the fow earnest workers in
Japan are, unless one has seen the con-
ditions there.”

—Thoe Rev. Dr. Mabie, Home Corre-
sponding Secretary of the American
Daptist Missicnary Union, presently
after getting well seated in his pocition,
started on a trip round the world, chiofly
to visit the Baptist missions in Asia.
About two hundrecd Baptist mission-
aries were visited. They must have
enjoyed his calls, for there was nothing
of the bugbear of a * deputation” in
them. He did not go to make official
czaminations into their larders or their
learning, nor with any authority to up-
set their plans, Dr. Alrbie tells his
side of tho cheery journey in a skeichy
way ina book that must bo very help.

[January

ful, as it 3s certainly entertaining,
called *‘In Irightest Asin,’® which Mr.
Corthell, of Tremont Temple, publishes.,
Its 127 illustrations are a panorama of
tho trip and much besides,

—XRev. Henry N. Cobb, D.D., Corre-
sponding Secrelary of the Board of
Toreign Missions of the Reformed
Church in Ameriza, has started to makeo
a visit to their missions in India,
Ching, and Japan. Rev.Jd. N. Conklin,
of the Arcot Mission, temporarily in
this country, has assumed Dr. Cobl’s
official daties in his absence. Wa
learn from him that the native Chris-
tians of this Arcot XMission are suffering
terribly from food scarcity, and cholera
is likely to follow. The report about
the cholera at Amoy, Mr. Conklin says,
bas been greatly exaggerated,

—Our Baptist friends are geiting
ready for tho observance of the greni
Carey Centennial this year. A good
deal of literature will dcubtless be forth-
coming, which will be helpful to them,
and to all of us. The American Baptist
Publication Society, Philadephia, has
just issued *“ A Century of Baptist For-
eign Alissions,” by Mrs, Titterington.
1t is an outline of annals, briefly stated,
and with a list of questions at the close
of each chapter, suggestive of its being
used asa text-book. It is confined to
American Baptist missions in Asia,
Africa, Europe, and South America,

—The Congregational missions in
South Arrica have been the subject of
many aa inquiry with other than mis.
sionary intent. Ethpologists, philol-
ogisis, and others have found the mis-
sionary’s arcana of knowledge the
most valnable and resourceful that
could be investigated. There havo
been heroes and statesmen among tha
missionaries of that country. Rev.
Josiah Tyler futnishes a fresh fand of
knowledge for many classes in * Foriy
Years Among {ho Zulus” in auntobio-
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graphical form of narrative, (Congrega-
tional House, Boston.)

—In April, 1890, Rev. Mr. Large, of
the Canada Methodist Mission, in Japan,
was murdered. Themurderer hasbeen,
as is supposed. found out, and on Au-
gust 25th was arrested, Hois described
as a youth about twenty years of age.
At first it was supposed he was insane,
but fuller investigation does not sup-
port the theory. He is o native of the
province of Kazuza.,

—Rev. Dr. T. J. Scott, President of
the Methodist Theological Seminary at
Bareilly, India, writes us: “ God is
wonderfully blessing the work in this
part of Indi ast think of a thousand
baptisms & onth! At least ten thou.-
sand will be added to the Christian
community during the year. What a
work in supplying pastors and evange.
lists! In places of course the devil
rages. In Almorah, while 2 young man
was being “aptized in the London Mis.
sionary Society’s church, & mob smashed
the windows and doors. Dr. Butcher
had his coat torn off, and would have
been brained by the mob had not Dr.
Parker seized thexingleader and got Dr.
Butcher into the church., The colonel
commanding the station got word, and
‘ doubled quicked’ the Sepoys down ;
tho magistrate arrived, and the mob
quailed. The young man stands firm.
Weo may expect moroe mobs and moro
victory. Pray for us.”

—Apropas of Dr. Hamlin's admirabloe
article, which we present this month, on
“* Aission Comity,” we take thoe follow-
jog from tho Report of the Church of
Scotland Mission, setting forth an agree-
mept to which the missionaries of the
various socicties in the Panjab came
in a Conference of their members, held
last April :

‘* At this Conforence it was resolved
to adopt = common courso of instruction
{or inguirers beforo baptism ; to admit
and welcome to the communion mem-
Lcrs of the various churches when pres.

ent at the celebration of tho sacrament
in a church other than their own ; to
have inter-mission discipline, by which
an agent of one mission should not be
engaged by another until after mutual
consultation, and strangers coming from
another siation should be provided with
letters of commendation from the
church which they bad left ; to foster
social advancement by means of obtain-
ing grants of land from the Government,
the endeavor to have Christian regi-
ments formed, the adoption of technical
pursuits, the encouragement of capital-
ists umong Christinns, the institution of
panchayats among them, and the pur-
chase of lacd in the villages as sites for
schools and churches which should be
the property of the missions,””

—We havo received the fallowing com-
munication from a representative of the
Protestant native congregation at Bag-
dad:

““I beg to inform you that there are
about twenty houses of Evangelical Prot-
estants here in Bagdad, reaching from
sixty to seventy persons, male and
female, You will be very glad, of course,
to know that thereissuch & light and sait
in such a big city of Turkish.Arabis,
where thousands of people are living in
darkness and the shadow of death. How
many difliculties are on the way of the
Lord’s laborers in such places! But
faith, patience, and perseverance over-
come everything that hinders the exten.
sion of the kingdom of our Heavenly
Father. We hope we shall never fail in
fulfilling our sacred duties toward our
God, oursclves, and our neighbors. For
the establishment of this, our Protestant
native congregation in Bagdad, we need
to have soon registratior, cemetery,
school and church, without which wo
cannot enjoy success and progress in
such Innds. To get what is mentioned
wo must apply to the Sublime Porto in
Constantinople and the Turkish au-
thorities bere to get the necessary oxders,
that we may possess all our national
rights, I am very glad to say that we
have already got orders for registration
snd cemetery, so there is firm hope that
we shall get an order for school and
church tco. Qur registration was parily
madoe by the local Government hero;
but I am sorry to say that burial.ground
has not yet heen given to us for ceme-
tery, as wo have not enough money to
buy a piece of ground, to pay oflicial
fees, and all expenses concerning such
serious atters, for onr Protestunts
here aro unablo to provide tho necessary
sams.”’
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III.—EDITORIAL NOTES ON CURRENT TOPICS.

The Fditors Salutation,

MeTRoroLITAN TABERNACLE,
Newmnerox, S. E.,
Loxpox, ENGLAND.

The editor snlutes all readers of the
Review and ifriends of missions with
the most cordial good. wishes for tho
new year! May it bo indeed a Happy
New Year to us all individually and to
tho whole Church of God!

Tho year 1892 ought to be a year of
grand advance all along tho live, Itis
the centennial year of modern missions,
for it marks the hundredth anniversary
of William Carey’s great movement, the
organization of the first distinetively
foreign missionary society of Britain,
at Kettering, May 31st, 1793, and will bo
observed all over Britain, if not all over
the wider realm of Christendom, as the
* completion of the grand century of
modern missions,

But it ought also to mark the begin-
ning of a new century of far more in-
tenso Christinn zeal and far moro self-
denying missionary effort. The open
Qdoors now before the Church, the sin-
gularly complete equipment providen-
tially given for world-wide work, the
amazing snccesses of the century past,
tho strange withholding of laborers and
gifts from the service of tho Lord—how
ought such considerations as theso to
stimulate the whole Church of God to
undertake new enterprises for Him, to
lengthen her cords and strengthen her
stakes until the canopy of her mission-
ary cffort shall stretch over the whole
arca of the unovangelized world !

The pages of this Review will be
largely given up during the year to the
vehearsal of Willinm Carey's life and
work, and to the oxhibition of its mag-
nificent rosults ; while it will be our
aim fo suggest and inspire far larger
bopes, stronger faith, and wider en-
deavor, in behalf of the coming of the
kingdom of our God! Aay the prayers
of overy deveut reader be with usg!
George Smith, LL.D., of Edinburgh,

himself one of the very foremost mis-
sionary biographers of the age, the au-

- thor of the standard classic on Carey’s

life, will contribute a series of papers
on the great cobbler of Hackleton, and
other writers of scarcely inferior merit
will take a part in this symphony of
testimony to the work of & world's
evangelization, and thoe duty and priv-
ilege of the Church to push her con-
flicts and conquests t. tho extremities
of the globe.

Once more we emphatically call our
readers and all who are linked with the
work of missions to & new consecration
to prayer. Hero lies the hope of the
Church and the world, in a new spirit
of gracious supplication. God will be
inquired of when Ho is to do great
things. Our hipe must be in no com
pleteness of organization, no abundance
of gifts, no sufficiency of laborers, no
multitude of agencies, but first of all
in God, in the Providence that opens
doors and keeps them open, that pro
tects workers, that rules even rulers and
controls all things; and in the grace
that works even mightier marvels in
anointing the messengars of Christ and
inclining lost sinners to hear and heed
the' message. Let us remember thoso
two wonderful words of promise : Matt.
17:20 and 18: 19, 20. One of them
reminds us that in faith thero is the
seed of (God, the secret of divine life
and power to upheave even mountain
obstacles ; the othar teaches wus the
power of a symphony of prayer, when
believers who livoe in tho secret of God
are like koys of a musical instrument
that the hand of God touches, and
which givo forth a sweet chord in har.
mony with His will. To abide in God,
end so have power in united prayer, is
tho first and last secret of missionary
success. This is o> of the essential
truths to bo impressed by perpetuul
repetition. L -

Hero in the great Tabernacle wo have
had an exhibition and illustration ot
the power of impartunato and believing
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prayer. In May last pastor Charles H,
Spurgeon was attacked with a violent
and virulent influenza, After partial
recovery, in June he was the victim of
a relapse that brought him to the very
jaws of death, XHis recovery was pro-
nounced impossible by human means,
and this great congregation of six thou
sand souls united in daily prayer to
God for him. Tor fwenty-one weeks
daily meetings for prayer assembled in
the Tabernaclo, early in the morning,
at 7 o’clock, and agnin at the same hour
in tho evening. They were thronged,
and no$ only vy Mr, Spurgeon’s own
people, but by Christians of every name.
No sullimer spectacle has appeared to
human eyes since apostolic days than
this union of disciples, in believing
prayer. As for Peter when in prison
awaiting Herod’s axe prayer was made
without ceasing of the Church unto God
for him, Baptists of every ¢ grade ;"
Methodists, Primitive, Wesleyan, and
Episcopal; Congregationalists and Inde-
pendents ; Presbyterians and Plymouth
Brethren ; even the members and clergy
of the Anglican communion were pres-
ent and participated. eanwhile 3Mr,
Spurgeon was overwhelmed with per-
sonal and official attentions from all
classes and conditions of men. Up to
the time of his departure for AMentoune,
on October 26th, he told me that over
seven thousand messages of condolence
and sympnthy, resolutions of various
religious bodies, ete,, and other docu-
ments, from the lowest and highest in
society, had reached him. Fifty tele-
grams of inquiry & dsy came to Beulah
Hill, until clerks wero unequal to tho
reading of and the replying to theso
messages and inquiries. Even bishops
and archbishops called to offer not only
sympathy, but service, if such wero
possible ; and Jewish rabbis called to
assure the sick man that all Israel was
praying to Jehovah for his restora.
tion! What wonder ho was raised as
from tho dead—taken out of the jaws
of the lion! In view of all this, I ven-
tared, in presence of n great congrega-
tion in the Tabernacle, on November

8th, to propose another union of prayer
in that place, for the greatest outpour-
ing of tho Joly Spirit ever yet known,
upon o'l flesh. If this spectacle has
been sublime to angels and men, who
can describe the sublimity of a holy
agreement of all disciples in supplica.
tion for a worldwide effusion of the
Spirit of all grace!

This Metropolitan Tabernacle is a
house of prayer most cmphatically.
Here are numerous rooms, under and
around the great audience.room, where,
for almost forty ye-rs, this one servant
of God has held forth the Word of Life
aud in theso rooms prayer is almost
ceaselessly goingup. When one meeting
is not in progress anotheris. Thisisa
hive of bees, where there are compara.-
tively few drones. Thero are prayer-
meetings Lefore preaching and others
after preaching; evangelistic associa-
tions, zenana societies—all sorts of work
for God find here a centre and all con-
secrated by prayer. Before I go npon
the platform to address these thounsands,
the officers of this great church meet
me and eanch other for prayer as to the
service ; and one fecls upborne on these
strong arms of prayer while preaching.
No marvel that Mr. Spurgeon’s ministry
hag been so blessed. Ho himself at-
tributes it mainly to the prevailing
prayers of hig people. Why may not
the whole Church of God learn some-
thing from the Metropolitan Tabernacle
of London as to the power of simple
Gospel preaching bucked by believing
supplication !

Referring to this great church, one
cannet forget also its divine mission as
a standing protest against the secular-
izing of the house of God by the attrac-
tions of worldly art and stheticism.
Here is nothing to divert the mind from
the simplicity of worship and the Gos-
pel.  No attempt at ¢laborate architec-
ture, furniture, garniture, A precentor
leads congregational song without even
the help of o cornet ; prayer and praise
and the reading of the Word of God,
with plain putling of Gospel truth—
these havo been Mr, Spurgeon’s lifelong
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¢ means of grace’’ and weapons of war.
And yet this remains to-day the laxgest
congregation in the world, even when a
stranger attempts to fill the place left
vacant by the pastor's withdrawai to a
place of rest and recuperation, ,

This lesson has, in my opinion, &
bearing on all work for Christ, at home
and abroad. Our reliance is too much
on the charms of this world, in drawing
souls to the Gospel and to the Saviour.
The Holy Spirit will not tolerate our
idols. If we will have artistic and secu-
lar typo of music, substituting unsancti-
fied art for simple praise ; if we will
have elaborate ritual in place of simple,
believing prayer ; if we will have elo-
quent lectures in place of simple, ear-
nest Gospel preaching, we must not
wonder if no shekinah fires burn in our
sanctuaries. If Ahaz is allowed to dis-
place God’s plain aitar by the carved,
idolatrous altar from Damascus, we
need not be surprised if God withdraws
His power, Perhaps the reason why
the work of God abroad shows more
signs of His presence and power than
our sanctuary services at home is in
part this, that our forrign mission work
has never becn embarrassed as yet by
those elaborate attempts at wsthetic at-
traction which turn many of our home
churches into concert halls and lecture
saloons and costly club-houses. May
God grant us to learn once for all, that
nothing in our mission work can make
up for Holy Spirit power, and that Holy
Spirit power itself makes up for the
lack of all else, If the angel trovhles
tho pool, there is healingin the wavers ;
but if God’s angel comes not down, all
the doctors in Jeruselem, with all the
drugs in creation, cannot impart healing
virtuo,

LEr us pray! Ob, for a new spirit of
prayer to God ! Oh, for a whole Church
on its faco before the throme, with
mighty pleading for a blessing as wide-
spread as the raco of man, and as deep-
reaching as man’s lepravity and degra-
dation, guilt an. need! Let the year
now opening be~ whatever clse it may
not be—a, year of prayer; so shall it be
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4 year of praise also, 4 new year of mis-
sions, introducing & new century of mis.
sion trinmph and glovy tu Sod!

—The editors of American newspapers
are, as & rule, a sagacious folk. They
cannot be hoaxed. But not all of those
who have the requisite ¢‘ nose for news"
are favored with the reciprocity of the
senses by which they ¢ know news when
they see it.”’ An instance is at hand,
In the summeary of Dr, Pierson's open-
ing sermon at the Tabernacle, made by
the Christian, we find the following :

‘“ The Holy Ghost never tolerates idols
in his courts, The success of this great
Taberzacle is owing to nothing more
than to this—that the pastor has preach-
ed the Gospel, aud has never preached
anything else, for well-nigh forty years,
He prayed God that some calamity might
happen to the building itself before it
vas ever prostitnted by unsanctified and
secularizing methods of attracting the
people. We want to keep out of our
worship everything that turns away at-
tention from God, or hinders the power
of the Holy Ghost,”

An irate reporter, by whom the “ in. -
terim” pastor declined to be interviewed,
rushed off and cabled to this country
that Dr. Pierson had most wantonly and
uncharitably attacked Mr. Spurgeon in
his absence, and had charged his con-
gregation with doing the very things
which he had commended them for not
doing. We extend oar sympathy to so
much of the secular press as becarme the
vietim of this hoax and falsehood. Yet
on its face they should have been ablo
to recognize its improbability. Even a
caricature must be a likeness, Bui fo
present one who ig

¢¢ the president
Of nobleness and chevalree’
in such a roll wastoo much out of align-
ment to afford amusemoent or to do
harm. The editor-in.chief of this Rx.
VIEW answors ~tdo closely to the en-
comium on Sir Philip Sydney, in hav-
ing *‘ mildness which is associnted with
courage, crudition modified by refine.
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ment, and courtliness dignified by
truth,’’ to render it necessary to correct
so manifestly gross & canard. It may
be that he will not 8o much as thank us
for an allusion to it. |J. T, G.],

Faots and Figures,
REV. C. H. BELL, D.D,

Population of the world........... 1,500,000,000
Living in Asia ....
Living in Africa

Living in Enrope..
Living  in merica,

North and South..... 110,000,000

Living i1 Island World 30,000,000
- L. —————— 1,500,000,090
Evangelical Christian Communi-

CANTS. . ceseareone socvanecsassnes ,000,000
AGLErES  civienierennces coeees 105,000,000
Total Communicants and Adher-

CIES. yeavaeoravacsasssnnnssonane « 140,000,600
Greek Church.....oeeaae. ceee 50,000,000
ROMANISIS. ceeveaennens oo 205,000,000
JEWS.it cieeceniaanaan 8,000,000
Mohammedans....... sese 175,000,000
Pagan and Heathen......... 882,000,000

. 1,500,6.0,000
Converts to Christianity in heathen

Jands one hundred ycars ago did

0L EXCCEA eranaaasreerrannsnanes 200
Communicants now.... cresess §00,000
AQRErentS. ... vviianiocaccsnne .ees 2,200,000
Total Communicants and Adhe-

B30 117 PPN vesecssenan . 8,000,000

Then there were very few Christian
workers abroad, and they were chiefly
peasants and artisans who accompanied
enterprising merchents, Then the
Church for the first time began the
great enterprise of organized foreign
missionary work.

Now there ars 170 ‘missionary boards
and societies directed by men, and 110
by women—all actively in service as
agents for their respective Christian
constituencies, Now at work in non-
Christian lands 7700 missionaries, male
and female, consisting of

Ordained........ 3.482
Laymen.. 0
Wives of missionaries...... 2,005
TUnmarricd WOmCh. eeeesersranaas . 1,
T
Native workers...... . 36,000
Of whom 4,250 are ordained

preachers
Total fOrCC.eererarernenccnnas veeen 48,700
. _UNITED STATES ALONE,
FEvangelical church-members...... 13,500,000
Ordained preachers.coeveeniienns y

Ordained preachers abroad........ 1,000

Tnordained missionaries, male an
female, Bbroad.cveveerecassaneans 1,750
2,750
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There i8 one preacher to eight hun-
dred inhabitants in the home land;
one preacher to four hundred thousand
in non.Christian countries,

Estimated wealth of Evangelical

Cliristians in United States.... $18,000,000,000
Increase of wealth last year (sur-

plus after paying all expenses

of living and contributions for

benevolent purposes). ... ..... 450,000,000
Contributions for Forcign Mis-

sions during the year.......... 5,000,000
Total forcign midssionary contri-

butions during thecemu%. . 90,000,000
Annunl expenditure for home

ChUrCles. e canvenaannes eesere 80,000,
Average per member.. . ..ees.. . 26.00
Ammx;) expenditure for Foreign

Missions, per member (average) 87

The annual increase of wealth was
ninety times more than the foreign
missionary offerings during the year,

The estimated increase of wealth of
the evangelical Christian population of
the United States last year was more
than four times greater than all the
foreign contributions by all American
Christians during the entire century.
Startling statements !

Sigos of the Times.

There aro signs of a general upheaval
all through the pagan, papal, and Mos-
lem world. Japan has suffered from a
recent earthquake, in which thousands
are said to have perished. China was
visited by most destractivs iloods, and
now is the scene of widespread riot and
not a littla bloodshed. South America
-~Brazil, Chili, and the Argentine Re-
publiv—has been. and is undergoing
civil and political disturbances, which
in some cases amount to a convulsion,
Russia is expelling the Jews and pre-
paring for war, and all Europe is either
in a state of ferment or of uncertainty
and apprehension. No one on the con-
tinent feels sure of the peace of Europe
for thirty days ahead, and a Europesn
war means & world’s upheaval, Africe
bas been the scene of almost continual
conflict since the Zulu and Soudan
wars. Turkey is on the verge of per-
petual disturbance. The isles of the
sea are the scenes of repeated and some-
times widespread antagonisms, either
within their own coasts or with foreign
foes. No ono can predict how long
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Mexico and Central America, Burmah
and Indis, Thibet and Korea will keep
their uncertain quiet, There are some
sagacinus students of affairs who boldly
say that never within this century bas
there been such & general murmar of
approaching conflict ; and that only the
destructivencss of modern engines of
war prevents its outbreak, In the ro-
cent naval exhibition, we saw a fac-
simile of & trial target upon which one
of the largost of modern English ord-
nance, & 110-ton Armstrong gun, bad
expended its explosive force, and the
ball—a conical one—had been driven
throngh six feet of steel and iron, teu
feet of oak timbers, five feet of solid
granite, fifteen feetof concrote, andsixof
brick masonry, in all penetrating forly-
two feet beforeits progress was arrested !

Meanwhiie, let it be recorded with
thanksgiving that never has such a
spirit of benevolence been exhibited as
now among God’s trae children. For
example, Mr. Thomas 3. Russell, a
Scotchman, has just willed £60,000 stex-
ling to Rev. John Wilkinson for his
work among the Tows ; £8300 were con-
tributed by a single donor in Australie
to modern missions, and we hear almost
every week of large gifts to home and
foreign evangelization. A prominent
lady, a well-known countess, has sold
all her jewelry and ornaments except
heir-looms, that she may send her valu-
ables to minister to God's kingdom ;
and amid all modern apostasies in doc-
trine and inconsistencies in practice,
there is a practieal protest of conse-
crated souls in the more complete self-
surrender that includes property. Oh,
for the new spirit of war for the Lord !
When will the world be convulsed not
by the preparations for gigantic de.
structive conflicts of arms, but by the
universal uprising of the Clhurch of
God in behalf of the world’s conquest
for Christ !

rem———

The Editor-in-Ohief Abroad,

Our readers will not be surprised, but
they will be gratified to know that Dr.
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Pierson hasmet with the warm welcomo
and hearty suppert of the officiary and
congregation of Mr. Spurgeon's Taber-
nacle. Our English exchanges make
kindly mention of his entrance upon his
now responsibilities. The Christian says
of the opening service: ‘‘The great
building was thronged with worshippers
in every part, At the opening of the
service the crush was not so great as we
bave generally seen it, when Mr. Spur-
geon was the preacher ; but before the
commencement of the sermon there
were very fow vacant seats.” After giv-
ing & column to a synopsis of the in-
terim pastor’s sermon from the admir-
ably chosen text Acts 10 :25 : ¢* There-
fore came I unto you without gainsay-
ing as soon as I was sent for; I ask,
therefore, for what intent yo have sent
for me? tho editor says: ‘“ His brief
ninistry at the Tabernacle has open-
ed nuspiciously.’”” He further quotes
from a Tabernacle correspondent, who
writes :

‘¢ With the hour the man’ is a prov-
orb which has received a very happy
illustration in the presence and minis-
try of Dr. Piersun as Mr. Spurgeon’s
locum teners at the Metropolitan Taber-
nacle. The arrangement is according to
3Mr. Spurgeon’s mind and heart ; and,
judging from the¢ welcome which has
beon sccorded to our American brother,
the indorsement of the church and con-
gregation has been assured. Possessed
of therare qualifications necessary, there
is every reason to believe that Dr. Pier-
son will fully justify Mr, Spurgeon's
choice, and his own acceptance of the
appointment, and that the happiest ro-
sults may be expected from his threo
months’ ministry, An enthusiast for
missioLs, the aggressive work at the
Tabernacle is not likely to flag ; an ear-
nestand an able exponent of the Gospel,
the living ministry which has been cs~
ried on so Jong by Mr. Spurgeon is sure
to be maintained.”

Oa Sunday evening, November 1st,
the audionce numbered some GOOO per-
sons, 2500 of whom remaired to the
aiter-meoticg. [J. T. G.]
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BY J. R. MILLER, D.D. .

The World-Fiell—Hints for Prayer and
Work,

--An artist was asked, “ What is your
best picture?’’ He zeplied, ‘MNy
next.”” That was & good answer for an
artist to make., When & man lcoks
back for his life's best work in any
line, his feeling should be that of the
other artist, who wept when be saw his
completed masterpiece, because his sat-
jsfaction with it marked the climax of
his lifework. It should be the same
with our years ; we should always look
to the next as our best. This is a good
thought, too, for every Christian and
every charch with regard to the work
of missions—our next year should be
our hest. We should surpass our best
past in praying, doing, and giving. We
should makoe owr monthly concerts for
1892 the best we have ever had. We
should become more familinar with the
needs of the mission-fields, and with
the nature and extent of the work that
the Church is doing. We should seek
to kindle missionary interest among
our friends az in no former year. Wo
should pray as never before for the
causo of missions. We should give
more than in any former year.

--Ono of the addresses of President
Storrs at the recent meeting of the
American Board closed with these
strong words : *‘It is a vastly critical
time in the progress of Christ's king-
dom, with all the world uprising before
uws, with weal. enough and sen
enough to meet the need, with only
the spirit to use shem wanting, et us
settlo it in our minds that the world is
not to bu converted to God by good
people sitting in pews and listening to
sermons, even the best, or sitting in
rooking-chairs and reading good books.
Tho work is vast, difficult, possible—a
work that calls for the labor of enthu-
siasm, for prayer and tears, for sweat-
drops, and, perhaps, for blood-drops.
Contributions of money are not enough.

Qur very life must be in it, in the tom-
per of the divine solf-sacrifice, But
what a privilege and joy thus to work
in- it, with God Himself and all the
saintliest spirits of the earth, now and
aforetime! Is it not the grandest testi-
mony to the magnificence of hunuan na-
ture that God made us co-workeis, not
in the primary work of creation, but in
the far grander work of redeeming the
world? In this work we can make
. .r lives luminous in this world, and
bright forever with a celestial glory in
the next.”

—For a good while the burden of the
prayers at monthly concerts was for the
opening of doors, the breaking down of
barriers. Now from all the fields coines
the cry that the doors are open every-
where, and that the want is for men to
go in and occupy them. Later the
orayers were for men and women who
~’oald go to the opening fields. These
prayers have been answered, too, in
most wonderful manner, and to-day
there are 6000 young Christians in our
country alone who have volunteered
for mission work, and are ready to go
wherever thoy are sent ; and now the
cry from all societies is for money.
Thus the responsibility for the work is
thrown back upou Christian people
theaselves. God has doneo His part in
opening doors and inclining men and
women to be willing to go as mission-
aries ; He has answered our prayers.
Are wo going to fail him now? Said
President Gates, in an address at tho
last meeting of the American Board :
¢ Ob, my brothers, what answer can
wo give for ourselves before the judg-
ment-throne of God, if this glorious
work of preaching the Gospel of light
to dying men is checked and dwarfed,
and fails of its glorious possibility, be.
cause we who are God's stewards hold
fast to God's money for our own selfish
uses? Thero i3 o time when the Al-
mighty Banker of the universe calls in
His loans,”

AR P i et e a2

bty
P



63 TIE MONTHLY CONCERT OF MISSIONS,

—There are indications that the time
ig at hand for a great blessing in India.
This * slow old land’’ is beginning to
arouse from her sleep of contui:es and
respond to the tender touch of a faith
that regenerates. Dr. Phillips writes
almost enthusiastically of the outlook,
There are open doors on uvery side.
Prayors sre being answered and long.
patient labor is having its reward. All
India is readv for a forward movement.
In Life and Light we are told of a wide-
spread restlessness and o spirit of in-
quiry in India. In a Madras paper
these lines are given as the cry of a
multitude to.day :

 We are weary of cmpty creeds,

Of guides who how no man the way,

Of worship linked with lust and shame ;

Life is an ill, the sca of births is wide,

And we aro weary—who shall be onr guide
Thank God for those consciously weary
and heavy laden, to whom the mission-
aries may carry the pitying, “ Come
unto Me, and ye shall find rest for your
gouls,”

—It is to be hoped that the troubles
in China are not altogether discourag-
ing. Mry there not be an indication
in them of the beginning of a change
in that wonderful country which shall
jeave it & =now China? Western
thonght is breaking in among tho peo-
ple. Modern science is forcing itself
through the old walls, and the country
is feeling its power. Telegraph wires
are stretching everywhere. Western in-
ventions are revolutionizing everything.
China is abont breaking its old bonds.
This is the fruit of Christian missions.
The Bible is doing it. There is unrest
for the time ; there are persecutions
of missionaries ; but while these things
aro disheartening in a sense, yet there
is in them en eloment of victorious-
ness, The leaven of Christianity is
working., Says one of the mission sec-
rotaries : ¢ Internal changes of striking
character assuro us that this nation of
venerable antiguity and proverbial con-
servatism, almost without its icnowledge
and against its will, is in xeality un-
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mooring from sll its past, and is em.
barking upon a movement that must
lead on to the greatest of .ovolutivrs in
its internal life and external relations,”
He adds : * The time is most oppor-
tune for the pressing of missionary
work at every point, in every form,
with all our power. The present dis-
turbances, while not ~vithout elements
of anxirey, are rather symptoms of the
general terment that is spreading then
of a reaction, and will doubtless in the
end lead to a far more upen door for alt
evangelistic work.”’

—The condition of things in Japan
is such ag calls for much earnest prayer
at tho opening of a new year. The
country is undergoing a wonderful
transformation.,  Great progress is
being made in ull departments of na.
tional life. The influences of Chris.
tianity and of civilization have swept
through the country in the last few
years with marvellous rapidity. Tho
new 3mpire with its constitutionsal gov-
ernment takes its place almost along-
side tho most enlightened European
governmen:s in its freedom and liber-
ality. Jn the Parliament of 300 mem-
bers, 13 ave professedly Christian men,
The work of Christian missions in that
land has been prospered beyond the
most sanguine hopes of the Church,

But in the midst of all this progress
and success there are dangers besetting
the interests of Christianity and of the
empire, through which only the hand
of God can guide the country. Says
Dr. Ellinwood : ““ At the present time
the forces which array themselves
against the missionary work in Japan
are entering into a strong alliance, with
a determination to resist the aggressive
influence of Ch-istianity. Very natu.
rally the advocates of tho old systems
of Japan, as well as the converts to
various types of western infidelity, are
alarmed at the influence which Chris.
tinnity is gftning in Japan. . . . Books
also have recently been published by
native authors, which earnestly advo.
cato s union of all Buddhist sects and
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an alliance with tho philosophies (in-
fidel) of tho West, in resistance to the
missionary efforts of the Christian
Church. Evidently Japan is mow the
theatre of one of the most active con-
flicts of religious and ghilosophical
thought that the world has known, and
the Christian Church needs to regard
it the more seriously, from the fact that
Christian truth has no such advantage
there as in countries where the momen-
tum of many generations of Christian
influence constitutes an immense con-
servative force, All questionsin Japan,
to & generation which has had only the
antecedents of errox, are open ques-
tions ; and Christianity must toke its
even chances with every other forma of
belief or unbelief, save as the omnip-
otent Spirit of God shall prompt and
direct the work in answer to the pray-
ers and efforts of His peopls,’’

There should, therefore, be earnest
and importunate prayer for Japan, that
wisdom may be given to the men called
to direct in missionary work ; that the
Christian Church thete may be kept
from yielding to worldly influences or
counsels, and from all divisions and
dissensions ; that the cause of Christ
may be advanced until the empire shall
be indeed Christian,

—There is trouble also in Turkey,
appesling to the prayers of Christian
people everywhere, The government
seems desirous to checkmoral and intel-
lectual progress, and therefore is agsum-
ing an unfriendly attitude toward mis-
sions, Several acts have been com-
mitted which show thishostility, Mis-
sionaries have been arrested without
cause and kept in close confinement,
a8 if they were guilty of some grave
offence, The government also con-
fiscated a large number of hymn-books
and Bible diotionaries belonging to the
American mission. In October last the
Sublime Porte issued an order prohibit-
ing the holding of public worship or
conducting of schools in dwelling-
houses, As many missionaries conduct

worship and schools in their own
dwollings,” this order, which has not yet
been executed, but which at any time
might be, is one which may cause seri-
ous trouble, These outeroppings of a
persecuting and intolerant spirit show
a disposition at least to trouble and in-
terfere with the work of missions in
that old country,

—Africa is wide open now to tke
Gospel. The exploratiung of the last
thirty years have revealed a herstofore
{erra #icognifa, and where the old maps
had *“ Great African Desert,” the newer
maps have rivers, lakes, and mountains
and great peoples. Railroads are being
built to supplement the splendid water
highways which nature has provided.
The doors of language are also being
opened and mainly by missionaries
thomselves, Four hundred and thirty-
eight languages and 143 dialects have
been catalogued. Thus anew world is
open to the Gospel. In the Congo Val-
ley alone is & population eyual to that
of the United States. Stanley travelled
in 999 days 7000 miles and never saw
the face of a Christian, nor of a man
who had had the opportunity to becomo
one. Yet he moveG among a popula-
tion of fifty millions, What will the
Church do to send the Gospel through
these wide cyen doors into Africa in
18922

-t used to be snid that in India the
birds never sing, the flowers have no
fregrance, snd the women never smile,
No wonder the women of heathen lands
never smile, Their lot is sad beyond
description, but & better day has come
for them. Thoe Christian women of
Christian lands are hestening to give
their sad sisters the blessed story of
the Gospel. There are in the United
States 34 women’s foreign missionary
socioties, 10 in Canada, 24 in Great
Britain, 1 on the continent of Europe,
and 1 in South Africa. The work that
has been done by those sncieties, espe-
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cially for the women of heathen lands,
is one whose value and influenco can-
not be estimated. It would bo casy to
gather up and present here o table of
statistics (soe page 954, December nany-
ber of Revixw), but large as the figures
would be, they would give no adeguats
viaw of tho results of the work which
woman, with her loving hearf and her
gontle touch, is doing for her sister
woman in darkened countries. Onse
looked at an opal as it lay ona jewel-
ler’s case, and it sesmed cold and lustre-
less. ‘Then the jowaller held the stono
jn his hand for a few moments, and
now it shone with all the colors of the
rainbow. It needed the touch of a hu-
man hand to bring oul the iridescenca,
Liko that stone in its caso are the mill-
ions of women in heusthendom. Their
lives aro dull and sad and without
beauty, but they zreguir ~iy the
warmi’. 5f the hands of Christian women
to draw out all the beauty that slumbers
in their nature. ** Godly women havo
proved themsclves the link, so long
missing, to bring their sisters in Eest-
ern lands to the feet of Jesuns.”’

—Tho esiablishment of Chri.tian
homes is c¢ne of the finest results of
missionury work in heathen lands,
henco the beauty of a picturo whichza
missionnry draws of what is being dono
for Zulu girls in the Inanda Seminary:
The humble little homeo shows that the
wifo and mother bas tried with ihelittls
means at her dispossl o give a home-
like look to tho place. Thero will bea
curtain at the window, & cushion on the
awooden sottee, and « bit of frilled cre-
tonno about the shelf which helds ber
lamp and nfow books. If ° “e obiscted
I~ the wise in such matters that the
Tarkey red and white of the window
decorations are not artistic, nor the
frill of cheap crztonne, nor the patch-
work quilt which covers the bLed, we
eny, perbaps not, but the mark of tho
womnn's hand and care to our mind
mako tho dark littlo room much less
cheerless, If theso things indicate

ouly » desire to please white people in
the awkward appointments of their
home, thoy would be of little account ;
but in many cases it is the outward sign
of a process of chango which will event.
unlly rectify even their distorted family
relationships—a heritage from their
henthon ancestry. Tho desire for s
better home life has somebow been im-
planted in the young wife’s heart during
her scheollife.

—Faraday showed that a drop of dew
contains eclectricity enough ito rend a
rock, The Gospel of Christ has in it
all the power of God and can work mar-
vels, as it has already wrought marvels
in saving men.

—1If we can do nothing else, or what-
over ¢lse we may do, wo can all pray
for tho blessing of God upon the work
of Christien missions, anC prayer has
m bty power. The worship of Durga,
tho blood-goddess of the Hindus, is at-
tended by the most terrible excesses of
sin. Some native converts Lave agreed
that overy evening this worship goes on
thoy also will meet to pray to God to
put an end to the wicked practices.
“* Lot us go <n pruying night after night
and yoar after year,”” thoy say, “ till we
have prayed down the Dunrga Puja.
Let us pray it down.’’ Christians
everywhere should join in all such
preyers,

—Some idea of the difficultios of city
evangelization may bo gotten from a
statemaent, by the President of tho
Mothodist Church Extonsion Society,
that withinz one square mile of Nmw
York City thero are 20,000 people, nine-
teen twentieths of whom are foreign
bomn and speak 30 different lan- uages.
Yet no work is moro important just now
tnan that which needs to be donein
our Treat cities if thoy aro to be saved
for “hrist. The real heathenisin that
is found in many of tham is appalling.
Ono of tho most hopefnl of rocent
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movements is that which looks toward
the regeneration of the slams, InTon.
don and now in New York thore has
been an arousing of the people which
promiges much, The work should go
forward till all the cities have been
cleansed. One of tho saddest things
sbout the slums ig that they are fed
from the churches and Sunday-schools
and from Christian homes. The peo-
ple there have fallen out and have
drifted downward to where they now
are. Many of them have memories of
better days, even of holy things. In
our prayors at the Monthly Concert, thoe
offorts to evangelizo our cities should
have a place,

—Agr nearly as can be computed from
the reports of various societigs, the fol-
lowing summary of Protestant foreign
missions is correct. From churches in
United States, Canada, Great Britain,
and Continentsl Europe there aro in
foreign lands 8048 stations and out-
stations, with 5594 missionaries, 35,343
native heisurs, and 681,503 communi-
cants. Tho amount of morey given
Iast year was $11,42),5688. Of course
this summary is incomplete, as thero
are unreported missions and mission.
aries,

—The reports of the American Board
givo tho following facts: The Bonrd
bas under it3 care 21 central missions
with 97 stations, 1136 out-stations and
1287 preaching places. A total of 538
missionarics are employed, with 2648
nativelaborezs, Theroare410 churcheg
with 38,226 church-members. Dm.ny
the year tho additions were 3i54. In
schools of all kinds 46,403 pupils aro
reported. Medical relief wasgiven dur-
ing thoe year to 100,000 pationts.

—The following Spures arn full of
ipterest.  Seventy-five million dolinrs
aro contributed yoorly in the TUnited
States to the sustenance of the Chareh,
$31,000,000 more being given for pur-

TIIE MONTHLY CONCERT OF MiI8SSIONB, 1

posos purely religious, Within thecen-
tury now drawing to a close 150,000,000
copies of thu Bible have been printed
in 226 different Ianguages. Fifty years
ago there were 502 mission stations in
foreign parts; thero are now 5765,
Fifty years ago there were 653 ordained
wissionsries ; to-day there are 6696
such servants of the Lord. Then there
were but 1266 other laborers and help-
ers abroad ; now thero are 50,552,

—There isa view of the benefits of
foreign missions which should appeal
oven to worldly men. General Arm-
strong seys: ‘ America, through the
American Board, expended in fifty
years a million and & quarter dollars to
ovangelize Hawaii, und during that
time has received about $4,000,000 a
yenr in trade. Englend's missions are
snid to bring bnck £10 in trade for,
every pound given to convert the
heathen. Christianity meansa demand
for clothing and utensils, The first
gign of gracein a penitent savsgeiso
request for a shirt.

—A writer in the Children's Forld
snys: ‘“Of overy six infants in tho
world, one is born in India ; of every
six orphan girls, one is wandering in
India; of every six widows, one is
mourning in Yodia; of every six men
that die, ono is passing into cternity in
India. Think of it, and give India a
part of your prayers.”’

—After two missionary sermons in
Neolbourne recently a hard-working man
scntinthotitle-deedsof 93§ acresof farm-
Iand, worth about §2500, to bo divided
Letween Indin and New Guinea, Being
asked afterward about his gift, ho said:
¢ This is kow I look at it. Supposing
I wero o boy and my father gave mo 5,
but afterward wanted part of themoncey
back again to help him in some work
he was doing, and ho came to meto
2dp bim, and I gavo him a five.cent
picce, what sort of a son should I bo?"
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Organized Missionary Work and Statistics, Edited by Bev. D, L. Leonard,
Bellevug, O

—Hermann Wagner and Alexauder
Supan have recently pubushed a vol.
umo of statistics relating to the popula-
tion of theglobe. Of course the figures
they give for countries not a few are
but estimates, and sometimes are but
guesses ; but taken all in all are no
doubt the best to be had, They fix the
number of the human family at 1,480,-
000,000, Of these there are in Europe,
326,000,000 ; in Asia, 82G,000,000; in
Africa, 164,000,000; in America, 122,-
000,000 ; in Australia, 3,000,000; and
in the Oceanic Islands, 7,500,000,
China has 350,000,000 and India 324,-
000,000, of whom 286,000,000 belong to
British India, Russia has 93,000,000 ;
the German Empire, 49,000,000 ; Aus-
tria-Hungary, 41,000,000 ; Frarco, and
Great Britain and Ireland, 38,000,000
each ; Italy, 30,000,000, and Spain, 17,-
000,000. But another authority, Pro-
fessor Von Juraschek, gives 1,544,000,-
000 as the population of the world, of
which Europe has 35%,000,000 and the
Americas 124,000,000,

—*“When Shakespeare lived and
sang, 300 years ago, on the whole globe
there were less than a million more
English.sprking people than now in-
hubit London clone. There were be-
tween 5,000,000 and 6,000,000, So re-
cently ss o century ago, oeven after this
republic wns founded, there were only
15,000,000 English.speaking rersons an
the globe. At the samo dato 30,000,000
spok Trench and 40,000,000 German.
Now wo find tbat while the French and
German tongues are spoken by n rea-
sonably increased number of individ-
aals in tho world to-day, in Australasie,
tho Brilish isles, and in America 115,-
000,000 claim English as their mother
tongue. This is 40 per cent of thoin-
habitants of the civilized world.™ If
such is tho fact, it {follows that Anglo-
Saxon, Xnglish.speaking Christians
have a tremendous responsibility laid

upon tuem as touching the redemption
of the world. All the more since they
are such inveterate and indomitable
travellers, traders, colonizers, and build-
ers of States, 2lost of all is the call of
Providenco to British Christians to be-
stir themselves for the Master, since the
sway of their government is 50 supreme
over so large a fraction of the human
race,

—India is ten times larger than Ja-
pan, China nearly three times aslarge
as Indis, and Africa twice asg large as
India and China combined. The
«Dark” Continent is of vast propor-
tions as well, and contains a vast multi-
tude which is well-nigh altogether either
pagan or else Mohammedan, Call the
population 164,000,000, according to
the latest estimate, that of Wagner and
Supan, and what impression has been
made upon it by the Gospel? Accord-
ing to & Danish aunthority, the Rev.
Dean Vahl, in 1890 there were Iaboring
in Africa, and representing all Christen-
dom, 1004 missionaries and 206 women,
and 875 native missionaries with §389
other native helpers, or a total force of
10,477, and the fruit of their toil is
found in 214,561 converts or communi-
cants ; but the *“ Evcyclopdia of Mis-
sions" gives a list of 43 missionary so-
cieties at work between the Mediterra-
nean and the Cape, with 611 ordained
men, 170 unordained, 387 women, 209
ordained natives, 4591 mative helpers,
or s total of G263 persons ongeged in
bearing the glad tidings to the perish.
ing. Inte 565 churckes 101,212 souls
Lavo been gathered, 9439 were admitted
last year, and 53,235 pupils are receiv-
ing instruction in §G1 schools. These
figures stand for what Protestant Chris-
tieng arc doing—tbat is, thoy biave sent
1168 men and women to Africa, or
about one to every 150,000,

~—Next sce—one item from many—
what tho devil and his angels are doing
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to maintain his widespread and fear-
fully well-established sovereignty over
Africa. The following tabulated state-
ment, printed in the Christian Unionand
obtained from the Boston Custom
House, shows the exportation of rum to
Africa from the Port of Boston during
the fiscal year ending June 30th, 1891 :
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For two or three years this traflic, which
partakes so largely of the inhuman and
the heliish, was reported as steadily
falling off, but now it has again reached
high-water mark.

—Mlore than one fourth of the earth’s
inhabitants are crowded intc China and
Japan, and more than ome fifth into
India ; but after all the phenomenal
success which tho Gospel has had in
Japan, buta trifling beginning has been
made. An English missionsry states
the following frots : *“ To-dry there aro
40,000,000 in Japan, and not 40,000,
Protestant Christians—that is, one in
3000. For every 2 Christiang there are
5 Buddhist temples, not to mention
Shinto temples. Thereare 10,000 mo1s
head-priesis of Buddhism than there aro
Protestant Christians, and for ovary

single Christian of every denomination,

at least 2 Buddhist priests (not head-

priests). So there is a population of
over 39,000,000 of Japanese withouta

single Christian among them. Once
more, if all the Christiansin Japan were
congregated in the city of Osaka (500,-

000), there would be in that ono city 4
times a3 many hentnen as Christians,

and not o single Christian in any other
part of the country. No, Japan is not
yet a Christian counfry ; and there is
room and need for hundreds if not
thousands of wissionaries and native
evangelists, if this people is to be saved
ere the Lord come,’”” Then ponderthis
concerning Indin: “‘Since 1881 the
population has increased by 29,000,000
—that is to say, almost as many souls
have been added to the people of India
in ten years as are comprised in the
whole population of England and Wales,
The total i3 now 286,000,000. India
contains more people than all Africa
and South Amecrica combined ; more
than all Europe, excluding Russia;
nearly ten times the population of Eng-
land. Or take tho provinces, Bengal
alone has more souls than the United
States and Canada combined ; the Pun-
jab more than Spain and Portugal ; the
Madras Presidency, equal to Italy and
Belgium together. Each missionary,
on an average, has 250,000 souls to
reach.” And then, as for Ching, ‘‘not
ono in 10,000 has as yet ever even heard
of Jesus Christ.”” Among China’s 350,-
000,000, 30 Protestunt societies sustain
in all less than 1300 men and women
(at the rate of ono to 270,500 heathen),
something more than 40,000 have been
gathered into churches, and about 15,-
000 are receiving instruction in Chris-
tianschools. Evidently the call for 1000
more missionaries to labor in China
alono is & most modest and reasonable
one,

—Or, glance at South America with
7,500,000 square miles and a popula-
tion of about $5,500,000. Orver almost
the entiro continent the papacy bears
undisputed sway, and hsathenism holds
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the rest. Includingthe American Bible
Society, 8 societies are endeavoring to
diffuse & pure Gospel-—tbe Methodist
Episcopal Church, North and South,
the Presbyterian, North and South, the
Southern Baptist, the Moravian, and
the South American Missionary Socioty
of England. The number of men and
women at work is but about 325, and
the number of communicants is less
than 15,000. There remaineth yet very
much land to bo possessed.

—Of coursoe thero should be some fair
—that is, some truly Christian—propor-
tion establiched and maintained in our
churches between home expenses, home
missions, and foreign missions; and
hence these words of Secretary Alden,
of tho American Board, are well worthy
of carefnl consideration. His figures
rclate to the Congregationalists. He
says : ¢ There are 4817 churches with
o membership of 506,832, a Sunday-
school membership of 613,810. The
reported c.ntributions for 1890 for
¢ homeo expenditures’in round numbers
wero $6,100,000, and for the several de-
partentsof home benevolence $1,900,-
000, a total of $8,000,000. The reported
contributions for foreign missions were
$350,000. Suppose wo add the gener-
ous sum of $150,000, to xepresent possi-
ble unreported cortributions, and thus
call the contibutionsto foreign missions
$500,000 ; wo have then a total from
benevolent  contributions, excluding
legacies, of $2,400,000—that is, $50 out
of every $100 is for work at home, $20
for work abroad. 3Bringing in, low-
ever, the cntire home expenditures,
which is & proper thing to do, we have
an aggregate of $8,500,000. On this
basis, §94 out of every $100 is devoted
to tho support of Christian institutions
and Christian benevolence at hiome, and
&G for tho corresponding work abroad.
Wo ask, Is this a fair proportion? Wo
repeat the question, Is this a fnir pro-
portion, particularly when wo remem-
ber the perishing need of the wnevan-
golized nations—not less than 120,000,-
000 of their population being speciully

committed to our trust—as contrasted
with tho superabounding opportunities
of this Christian land, whe?® one per-
son in every 600 of its 63,000,000 is an
evangolical ministor, and one in every
5 is a professed disciple of the Xord
Jesus Christ? Xs $6 out of $100, $§94
being retained for work at home, is $20
out of $100, $80 being retained for be-
nevolent work at home, a fair propor-
tion ?”

—Of the 15,730,000 people of Hun-
gary, 3,200,000 aro Protestants. Of
theso again 2,030,000 are Reformed
and 1,120,000 Lutherans. Tho Iatter
have 1195 pastors and 1433 congrega-
tions ; the former 4241 congregations
served by 2283 pastors, The Unitarians
number abount 50,000, organized into
187 congregations with 107 pastors.
The Protestants are very active in edu-
cational and literary work. The pum-
ber of their schools is 3826, besides 14
preparatory schools for teachers, 52
high schools, and 13 theological schools.

—Says Bishop Walden : ¢“ Italy has
above 30,000,000 of people, of whom be-
tween 25,000 and 30,000 are connected
with some Protestant organization—not
more than one in every thousand of the
population. In1890, 6 Protestantbedies
reported 23,452 members, but besides
these there is the mission of the Ply-
mouth Brethren, a foew small indepen-
dent missions, and the several Anglican
and other foreign churches. Tho entire
Protestant force, however, must fall be-
low 30,000. The Methodist contingent
is about 2500, a little more than 1500
aro found in the Wesleyan, and a little
lessthan 1000 in the Mothodist Episco-
pal Mission. Tho Waldensian Church
began tho work of evangelization in
1848, and reports 18,000; the Freo
Church of Italy, united in one body in
1865, reports 1800; the Baptist less
than 900, and the ¢ Italian Catholic
Church ' about 100. Such is the nu-
merical strongth of Protestantism in
Itﬂly."

—Belgium received its Roman Catho-
lic’impress under the iron rule of Philip




1892.] GENERAL MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. il

of Spain, and is to-day, alomg with
Spain, the country most devoted to the
papacy, and is in the eyes of the lio-
man Catholic Church, a true, idenl
state, Among its 6,000,000 inhabitants
not more than 20,000 are Protestant.
In 1837 & number of Protestants, among
whom was the well-known 3erle @’ Au-
bigné and the church elder Mertens, of
Breslan, founded the * Evangelical So-
ciety of Belgium.”” In 1848 a church,
consisting of 49 converted Catholics,
was organized npon & Presbyterian ba-
sis, under the name of the ¢‘ Christian
Misgion Church of Belgium.” Accord
ing to tho statistics of 1889 it consisted
of 27 churches, 22 ministers, 81 clders,
104 deacons, 4 ecvangelists, 8 Bible
readers, 5 colporteurs, and 4 students
or theology, all under the directicn of
3 local synods and one general Synod.
In 1888 the number of communicants
was 4396 ; Sabbath-schools, 59 ; schol-
ars, 2631. Besides this free church,
there is also the Belgian National (Prot-
estant) Church, ~hose ministers are
paid by the State.

—What & spectacle was beheld at the
Yankton Agency, S. D., a fow weeks
since, when 1000 Sioux, representing
16 tribes—the Omabas, Santees, Yank-
tons, Yankionnais, Brules, Ogalalas,
Minnecanjus, Two-kettles, Blackfeet,
Hauhapapi, Sissetons, Wahpetons, As-
siniboins, Rees, AMandans, and Gros
Ventres—came together to hold an an-
nnal meeting to tell and to kear tho
story of the victories of the cross. Aad
it was only a year beforo that the ¢ Mes-
sinh crozo’ and tho war were on, Theso
were all Cbristian brethren and Presby-
terians and Congregationalists, Among
tho subjects in which the Indians took
an active and cloguent part wero theso :
““ How to Prevent the People from Boing
Led Away by False Religions,” * Shounld
Mourners Refrain from Attending Pub-
lic Worship ?’ ¢ How to Make Prepara-
tion for tho Sabbath,” ¢ Tho Proper
Uses which the Dakotas Should Mako
of Money Annuities.,”” And further,
Bishop Hare, writing from tho Rosebud

Agency, South Dakota, says: “Wo '

have just closed the convocation of our
Indian deanery, which, despito the late
disturbances, was the largest in num-
bers and offerings we have ever had.
Over 1500 people camped around an
open circle. The women, representing
36 local branches of the Woman's Aux.
iliary, presented in’cash $800, and the
young men $170 for all sorts of chari-
ties, among them being work in Japan
and China, missions in South Dakota,
the Episcopate fund, the native clergy
fund, and other objects.”

—Tho sceretaries of the Missionary
Society of the Methodist Episcopal
Church have issued a circular letter
showing how the collections for mis-
sions have been steadily advancing, but
calling attention to the fact that the
demand is advancing at a greater rate
than tho supply. The table appended
gives a summary of the collections for
the past soven years for the general
work of the Society, both at home and
abroad :
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—The Presbyterinn Church, North, is
doing carnest work with excellent rosults
in Western Persia, Rev. J, H, Shodd
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states : ¢ Four of the churches, with
an aggregate of 879 members, support
themselves, and 2 of them contribute
largely for helping others; & other

. churches, with less than 100 members

each, pey half or more of their ex-
penses, ana 28 others pay a less sum to
solf-support. The tacit understanding
is that o church of 100 members ought
to bo self-supporting. Thero are some
20 other mission stations—for the nom:-
nal Christiang~—home missions, One
fourth of this advance work is from the
native missionary fund, and three
fourths from our mission. The whole
of this agency cost the New Yorik Board
last yenr $3741, an averago of $62 a
congregation, to help the development
of the native church and home mis-
sions, Last winter nearly 100 schools
and over 2000 pupils were cared for at
an expense to the Board of §1582.50, an
average of $16 to a school, about 75
cents to a pupil To this should be
added the snms given in se'f-support.
A fow schools are entirely self-support-
ing, and all pay some part of the ex-
pense, except in a few very peculiar
cascs. In a fe . places Moslem pupils
attend. Thehigher education of the col-
lego or female seminary costs the Board
a larger -um. The number of pupils
in tie unitad schools, male and female,
was 337 the year past. Of these 202
wero bonrding pupius. The income
from these is almost enough to pay for
their board. The charge to tho Hoard
aside from missionary selaries was
$2200, which ccrers expenses of teach-
ers, buildings, rooms, and some inci-
dentals, It is about $11 a pupil for the
boarding departments,’”

—A large portion of the Hova and of
the other tribes in the central districts
of Madagascar have been christianized,
and Christianity is acknowledged and
protected by the government. There
is no state church, although the queen
and principal officers of the goverument
are connected with the churches formed
by the London Missionsry Socicly,
which comprises the vast majority of
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professing Christians of the country,
The system of church polity, which has
slowly developed itself, is rather & com-
bination of Independency, Presbyteri.
anism, and Episcopacy. An Anglican
mission works chiefly on the Fast Coast,
with a bishop and cathedra! at Antan.
anarivo. A Roman Catholic bishop is
also stotioned at the capital. Thero
are about 28 missionaries of the London
Missionary Society in Madagascar, 10
of tlie Friends’ Mission, 10 of the Angli-
can Mission, £6 of the Norwegian Lu-
therans, and about 40 priests and
brothers of the Roman Catholic Mission,
as well as several Sisiers of Mercy.
The London Missionary Society has
about 950 native pastors and about 100
evangelists or native missionaries sta-
tioned in various parts of the country,
many of them in quite heathen dis-
tricts. Thers aro about 250,000 Protes-
tants and about 35,000 Roman Catho-
lics, Five sixths or the Malagasy are
still pagans. Schools have buen estab-
lished, and education is compulsory
wherever the influence of the central
government is effective, AN the mis.
sionary sneicties at work in Madagasear
have colieges and high schools, the lat-
ter both ior boys and girls, in all of
which education is given freely, with
but nominal charges for books, ete. Al.
most every congregation, except the
smallest and the wealiest, has its school,
The London Missionary Socicty has
also an industrial school for teaching
handicrafts, Hospituls anl medical
schools are aleo connected with this So-
ciety, as well as with the Friends, Lu.
theran and Anglican 3Aissions, and
there aro now a number of trained doc-
tursand surgeons. Itis estireated thero
are about 1800 sci.ools and about 170,-
€00 children under instraction, buat it is
difficult to get tho siatistics of tho Ro-
man Catholic Mission,

—The Moravian (Bethiehem, Pa.) very
properly, and in excellent spirit, calls
attention to certain misstatements con-
tained in tho ¢ October'” number of Tur
MissioNary REvizw, ‘‘ usually so accu-
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rate,” relating both to the total expen-
diture for missions made by that body
of Christians and the amouunt contrib-
uted by friends from outside. Now, he
who would knowingly offend in that
way, and thus ¢ belittle the liberality’
of a church which just there comes
nearest to the Gospel ideal, would by
the act prove himself the chief of sin-
ners. The mistake is deeply regretted,
and originated wholly from partial and
go defective information. However,
sorrow is mnot altogether unmingled
with joy, since the opportunity is thus
afforded to present the facts, which for
srbstance, The Moravian being author-
ity, are as follows: ‘‘ The total cost of
our missions in 1890 was $350,475.
The largest proportion of this—more
than two thirds—was raised in the mis-
sion fields themselves, through the con-
tributions of the converts and also from
the proceeds of trades carried on in
certain mission-provinces for the bene-
fit of the missions. The sum of §24,060
is to be credited, as TrE MissroNary
Review pauts it, to the ¢ Brethren’s con-
gregations,” but this is not all. The
Labrador and the Alaska accounts do
not pass through our General Board.
Labrador entailed an outlay of $9800,
Alaske of $8400. The gifts from friends
in Britain, including therefore those of
the London Association referred to were
826,686 - on the Continent of Europe,
22,656 ; in America, $285. [Totalgifts
from friends, $49,627.] Mite societies
in the various Moravian congregations
contributed $3430. Iiegacies were receiv-
ed to the amount oi $23,670, and the in-
come from funded legacies was $37,264.
How much of the last two items should
be credited to members, and how much
to friends of the Moravian Church, we
arc not able to say. It may be added
that the entire cost of administration
was bnt $16,570, and that the total of
adherents is mow 90,020, while the
homo churches number less than 33,-
000, It will be noticed that a portion
of the 2550475 is derived from the
“‘ proceeds of trades.”
Suarcly, hwnanum est errare, and the
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misstatement referred to is found not
in October, but in November instead.

Monthly Bulletin,

—News of the death of Miss Jennie
B. Small, a missionary of the Presbyte-
rian Board of Foreign Missions, at
Petchaburee, Siam, on June 2, bas been
received, Dliss Small taught school for
several years in Mansfield, Allegheny
County, Pa,

—The Zambesi Chief Lewsanika has
sent his eldest son Litia to Morija, in
Basutoland, to receive Christian in-
struction. The chief bas many escel-
lent parts, and for some time has been
on terms of friendship with M, Coil-
lard, of the Paris Society of MMissions,
and Litia himself is a promising young
men of Christian character.

—The ZLondon Christian says: ‘‘ The
Chinese Government is now taking very
vigorous steps to suppress ard to pre-
vent attacks on missionaries. We may
therefore reasonably trust that those
who are carrying the Word of God into
that distant land will be in less danger
than bas recenily been the case. This
is something to thank God for not only
for the sake of the missionaries, but of
the future weal of China itself.””

—The work among the blind in Syria
is full of interest. Tho number of blind
seen in the East is very distressing.
There are blind schools at Beirut, Da-
mascus and Tyre. Blind Scripture
readers have the entrée of Moslem homes,
a privilege which blindness confers,
One of the earliest pupils in the Beirut
Blind School, after completing kis
studies in Edinburgh University, has
been ordained pastor of the Presbyte-
rian church of Knox, in Brussels, On-
tario,

—The first section of the little rail-
road which is to connect Jaffe with Jeru-
salem has been completed, and tourists
aro now able to travel by rail from Jaffa
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to Ramleh, about ono third the dis-
tance. It will not be loag before pil-
grims to the Holy Land will be whisked
in an hour frown the sea to Jerusalem,
to the great disgust of crmel owners
and stage proprietors.

—Some of the Indian women on the
Yakama and Puyallup reservations have
asked that women evangelists be sent
to them, and in response Mrs, E, C.
Miller has been sent to Yakama, and
Mrs, Bell to Puyallup, The doing of
Gospel woriz among Indian women will
result in great good. If they can be
taught the blessedness of peace, and be
made to know the Prince of Peace,
Indian wars will soon come to an end.

—At the “ Keswick Convention,” in
England, there was a missionary meet-
ing, at which many addresses were
made by missionaries from many lands
—cmouag others, by Mrs, Grattan Guin-
ness, represeming, as she said, mission-
aries on the Congo River, Africa, and
by Mr. Robert Wilder, who described
the great volunteer missionary move.
ment in the United States. A very
practical issue of the Convention was
the fact that a multitude of gifts, vary-
ingin amount from s few shillings to
hundreds of pounds, and reaching the
grand total of £1814, were sent in to bo
devoted to illo cause of God at home
andabroad.

—A Japanese converted to Christ
seoms at once to betako himself to the
laber of teaching the trath to his friends
at home and at a distance, and thusis
tae way prepared for the minister of
Christ. No wonder thst, with such
preperatory servics, the truth is run-
ning in that land, and being glorified.

~—Mrg, L. J. Newton, in a recent ad-
dress to the Missionary Conference held
at Chautauqus, speaking of progress in
thoe Puxnjuab, Indis, said: * We have
$7000 invested in our churck and hos-
pital at Ferozopore, every cent of which
was given by native converts.”

—~The Rev. Professor Lindsay, of

.
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Glasgow, said, at the annual meeting of
the London Missionary Society, that
missionaries did not sufficiently raise
the veil and tell what Hinduism is.
One ,could not speak about it and
scarcely write about it, Almost every
temple in India had from 30 to 200
priestesses engaged in vice, That vas
how Hinduism dealt with woman,

—The Rev. Allen Hazen, formerly a
missionary in India, and more recently
a pastor in New Zealand, has returned,
at the age of sixty-cight, accompanied
by his daughter, born in India, to ro-
sumo, at his own cherges, his old work
in the Marathi Mission.

—1In an interesting paper in a recent
number of The Church of Scotland Home
and Forcign Mission Record, Rev. Dr.
Mackinnon, of Heidelberg, calls atten-
tion to the thoroughness with which
German missionaries are trained for
their work, Their systematic method
is said to be remarkable indeed in com-
parison with tho lax preparatory train-
ing in some other countries largely en-
gaged in missionary effort. Aftersatis-
factory proof of their fitness for ihe
life, the candidates in Germany are ad-
mitted to attend the Mission House onc
evening in the week for a year, They
are then entered upon the books of tho
preparatory school for two years for in-
struction in Latin, ete.  Aftor this they
have & course of instruction of a theo-
logical nature, including the study of
the Bible in the original tongue, end a
few sessions of medical training in tho
hospital. The years thus spent are use-
ful in developing in the future mission-
ary many qualities which are of the ut-
most value in the mission ficld. Tho
result is that men are sent ovt who are
in every way worthy of their work, and
who undertake it thoroughly equipped
for the mester’s service.

—The American Baptist Missionary
Jnion is supporting eighteen preachers
in Bussia, Ono has been exiled to Si-
beria for preaching the Gospel, and an-
other sent out of tho country with only
three hours’ notice.
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—A. Miss Agnew, of New York, it is
said, when only eight yea.s old gave
her hoart to mission work. She went
to Ceylon, and spent forty-three un-
broken years. A thousand girls passed
through her school. She taught the
children and the grandchildren of the
first generation. The natives called
her the mother of a thousand daughters,
She led six hundred girls to Clrist.
They became tho wives of the chief
men, and were shining lights, There
are also forty Bible women in India
who were trained in her school.

—A fow weeks ago a leading Brahman
in Bombay, an offictal in the education
department, married the widowed
daunghter of another Brahman prominent
in the literary world. The ceremony
was attended by many Hindoos of note.
The other Sunday & Bombay pleader
convened & meeting to get sentence of
oxpulsion pronounced upon all the
Shenvi Brahmans who were present at
themarrisge. The temple wus crowded,
but it is a remarkable evidence of prog-
ress that only nine persons voted with
the convener of the gathering. The
Shenvi ig one of the most powerful
Brahman castes in Western India.

—The Moravians are alive vo their in-
dividual respousibility concerning the
unevangelized nations of the world, and
they hold themselves in readiness to go
out as missionaries when called upon
to do so, This is true of the most
scholarly and distinguisbed amony them
as well as of others. Henry Augustus
Jaeschke, late Moravian missionary in
Northern Indiaand Thibet, besides Ger-
man was master of Folish, Danish and
Swedish, and was acquainted with Eng-
lish, Hungarian, Bohemian, Latin and
Greck, end, after going to the East, al-
ready knowing Sanskrit, Persian and
Arabic, and, no doubt, Hebrew, he
learned Hindustani and Urdu, and
lastly Thibetan, He was likowise
vorsed in mathematics end natural sei-
ence, especially botany. Ho obeyed
tho catl of his Church to go to the
Himalayan regions unquestioningly and

cheerfrlly, and hs lived there in the
most frugal and primitive fashion. He
had no notion of being too valuable in
Europe to be hidden away in the almost
inaccessible uplunds of Asia. He was
a true Moravian,

—XKing Mwanga of Uganda has pro-
hibited slavery in his dominions.

—The Queen of Madagascar, with
200,000 of her subjects, is ranged on
the side of Christianity.

—At Oyamada, Japan, the church of
100 members has built & church costing
$1300, of which they paid $900 them-
selves,

—ZEngland proudly boasts that the
sup nover sets on her dominions. The
United States may say as much, for
when the sun sets in Alaska it is an
hour high in Maine,

~—A medical missiorary in China re-
cently treated fourteen men in one day
who represented eleven of the eightecn
provinces of the Empire.

~—The four gospels have been trans-
lated into Uzbek, the language of 2,250,~
000 people in Central Asia, and pub-
lished by the British and Foreign Bible
Society.

—Tunis is under the protection of
France. It has a population of 2,000,-
000, mostly Iohammedans, among
whom drunkenness is prevalent.

—The work of telegraph building in
South Africa is pushed far ahead of rail-
road enterprise, Savage Africa will
thus be joined with civilization by elec-
tric wire,

—The first section of the Congo rail-
way has been completed, from Matadi
to Leopold Ravine, and construction
trains are running.

~—The Chinese Government hag fally
compensated the missionaries in Honan
for the injury to their property by a
mob only three months ago.

—The Comber family will bo noted
in the martyr list of Congo Missions,

s
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having given five lives already to that
work : Dr Sidney Comber, Thomas J.
Comber, Mrs, Hay, Mrs, Thomas J.
Comber, and Mrs. Percy Comber,

China.—The 32,000 native Chinese
Moravian Christians gave yrar before
last $38,000 for missionary work,

—1It is reported that, as a result of
the great assistance given to the famine-
strickon people of Shantung, in 1889,
when over $200,000 were distributed
and over 100,000 lives saved, a great
many have been drawn to pay special
attention to Christianity as the religion
which influences people for such deeds
of kindness and mercy ; and during
1890 it is said that over a thousand per-
sons were baptized whose attention was
drawn so the religion of Christ by the
fact that ihe missionaries were so promi-
nent in securing this aid and distribut-
ing it, Not by any means were all these
recipients of aid, but they saw what was
being done for their fellow-men, and
compared the fraits of Christianity with
the fraits of heathenism,

—It is stated by Dr. Joseph Simms,
who has lately returned from China,
that at least 200,000 girl babies are
bratally killed in various ways every
year in that empire, to get them out of
the way. In every large city theve are
asylums for the care of orphans, sup-
ported and conducted by foreigners,
who save yearly from slaughter tens of
thousands of female infants,

Indie.—Sir Charles A. Elliott, the new
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, speak-
ing at Simla, has added his testimony
to the value of missions as judged from
the standpoint of high Indian officials,
** 1 make bold {o say,’” were his words,
¢* that if missions did not exist it would
be our duty to invent them.” Thisis
what was said by the famous men who
built up the administrauon of the Pun-
jab, and who, when it was annexed in
1849, among their first requirements,
along with courts, and codes, and roads,
and police, wrote home to the Church
Missionary Society for a supply of mis-
sionaries,
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—The Rov. Mr, Lewis, of England,
died recently. In 1842 he went to
India, and having reduced the language
of the Khassees to writing, he devoted
himself to translations, and was able
without any help but that given by his
wife, to translate the whole of tho New
Testament into XKhassei, From the
work which he started bhave developed
60 churches with a membership of 7000,

—The Rev. W. I\ Bainbridge tells the
following touching story of a Brahmin
convert he met in India : ¢ Ashetalked
of his work and urged me to labor hard
in the interests of heathen evangeliza.
tion, I felt that it wasnot he, but Christ
spesking through him, ILast month a
Conconada brother wrote me of his
death, He had just officiated at & wed-
ding. A sudden sickness cameo on be-
fore he had signed the marriage certifi-
cate. ‘Just your name, brother,’ they
said, as they put the paper under his
hangd, and the pen between his fingers.
‘Name?’ said the dying Brabmin,
‘name? There is none other name
given under heaven among men where-
by we must be saved.” ‘Yes; but we
want your ownname, Quick! Writeit.'
¢dly name? I have none other name
than the lamb’s name written in my
forchead.! And the penmoved and the
hand dropped, and the spirit was gone ;
and they looked, and he had writien
‘ Jesus,'

—The Methodist Episcopal Church
has threo conferences in India, North
India, South Indis, and Beagal. The
statistics have recently been published
of the three combined, together with cor-
responding figures for 1870, and the
growth of 20 years thus shown is most
cheering. The figures for two decades
ago are put in parenthesis : Alission-
aries, 72 (19) ; wives, 62 (17); Hindastani
missionaries, 54 (5); Zenana mission-
aries, 33 (2); baptisms in 1890, 7u61
(471) ; npative communicants, 11,301
(600) ; day schools, 853 (117) ; scholars,
25,540 (4309) ; money collected in India
in 1590, 217,287 rupees (24,478).




