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THE CANADIAN DAY-STAR.

— —

“ 1 am the light of the world.”
“ Preach the Gospel to every ereature’=Jsvs,

JULY, 1863,

BORN OI' WATER AND OF THE SPIRTT.

The first thing to which our Lord turned the attention of
Nicodemus when he entered into conversation with him, was
regencration, or the new birth.  “ Xxcept & manhe born again, he
cannot see the kingdom of God.”  This was something new to
the old Israclite,—somcthing strange, - somcthing which he did
not understand.  ITe had marvelled at the mighty works which
the great Teacher performed ; now he marvels at the mysterious
words which flowed from his lips. To be born again, was to the
Jewish Rabbi something quite as much out of the ordinary conrse
of nature as any of the miracles which Jesus had performed.
“How can a man be horn when he is old?  Cian he enter the
second time into his mother’s womb and be born 2 These questions
show clearly that he did not comprehend our Lord's mceaning.
He was a stranger to their spiritual significanee, and like multi-
tudes at the present day, he was ignorant of the first principles of
practical and evangelical Christiamity,  Though well acuainted
with the Jewish religion, and instructed in the scho] of the pro-
phets, Nicodemus was at first but a dull scholar in the school of
Cluist.  When that Heavenly Teacher told him that a man
must “ be born again,” his mind wandered away back to his child-
hood—his infancy,—~his natural birth.

The compassivnate Jesus, pereeiving as he did the error and
ignorance of the old man and the false ideas which he enter-
tained, repeats in substanee his former statement and explains
what Kind of a birth it was to which he referred, and the super-
human ageney by which it is effected.  Mark his words: * Jesus
answered, verily, verily, I say unto thee except 2 man he born of
water and of the spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of Ged.
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That which is born of the flesh is flesh (or fleshly), and that which
is born of the spirit is spirit” (or spiritual.) ‘the new birth, or
the conversion of the soul to God, is a great change—a change
from darkness to light, from death to life, from bondage to liber.
ty. Dear reader, if you have not experienced this great, thi
radical change in your views, your state, your relations, your
feelings, your character, come, O come to the conclusion that you
need to be born again.  You need to be born, not of blood, nor
of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of men but of God. You
need to be born of the Spirit,—this is necessary, for he who has
the government of the kingdom on his shoulder, and the keys of
that kingdom hanging at his girdle,—who openeth and no man
shutteth, who shutteth and no man openeth, has said, “ except a
man be born of water and of the spirit he cannot enter into the
kingdom of God.”

‘The language which our Lord here employs clearly shews us
that regeneration, or the new creation, does not consist in a
physical change, but is moral in its nature. He not only teaches
us the nature and the necessity of the new birth, he also teaches
us, and that very explicitly, the neccssty of the Holy Spirit’s agency
tn effecting <t.

That the agency of the Holy Spirit is indispensably necessary
in regencration is abundantly evident from many portions of the
word of God. We shall not spend time quoting seripture to prove
this important doetrine. We wish to call the reader’s attention
specially to the words of our Lord already quoted,—“Except a
man be born of water, and of the spirit, he cannot enter into the
kingdom of God.”

Various views have been taken of this interesting and important
passage. Many suppose that when our Lord said “Iixcept a
man be born of water,” that he meant by water the word of God,
or the Gospel. That regeneration is aseribed, in scripture to the
truth is abundantly evident. It is also indisputable that the
word of God, or the converting instrument is designated water.
For example, in Isaiahlv. 1. “Ho, every one that thirsteth, come
ye to the waters, and he that hath no money ; come ye, buy, and
eat: yea, come, buy wine and milk without mouey and without
price.”  Also Rev, xxii 17: ¢ And the spirit andthe bride say,
come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will,
let him take the water of life freely.”” The language is figurative,
but it is significant and expressive. The word of God is water,
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good water, refreshing water, pure water, purifying water, soul-
satisfying water. DBut though all this is rue it does not appear
to us to be the truth taught in this passage. We appreliend that
Our Lord did not refer to the word of the truth of the Gospel
when he uttered the heart stirring words: “Xxcept a man be
bor(r; of Water and of (he spirit he cannot enter intv the kingdom
of God.’

Many suppose that our Saviour had reference to baptism with
water, or in water, when he said to Nicodemus, “Xxe pt a man be
born of wuter and of the spirit he cannot cnter into the kingdom
of God.” And there are some who even faney that water baptism
is here declared to be as nceessary as the buptism of the spirit
itself. But the Saviour, as it scems to us, has no reference to the
ordinance of water baptism in any part of his conversation with
the Jewish Ruler. That subject it is truc is introduced at the
twenty-secoud verse of the chapter, but it is quite manifest that
the new section which commences with that verse has no reference
to the interesting interview which our Lord had with Nicodemus.
We believe that water baptism is an ordinance of Christ’s own
institution,—we look upon it as a delightful ordinance,—a teacling
ordinance,—a very significant ordinance, and when properly
understood, and observed, Christian parents and their infant
children _derive spiritual benefits and blessings through its me-
dium. But we do not believe that either adults, or infants, are
in any sense of the word born again by water baptism.  The rege-
nerating influence is not in the water, never was in the water
and in the nature of things never can come out of, or flow from
the water. Lo be born of water thercfore in the sense in which
our Lord uses the expression is a very different thing from being
immersed in water, or baptized with water. We have reason to
believe that multitudes, nay millions, have been baptized in water,
and with water, who were not born again—born of the spirit.
The form of godliness is often observed by those who are total
strangers to its power.

We apprehend that the word water in the passage which we
are examining is not the emblem of the Gospel, nor the material
element which is employed in dispensing the ordinance of baptism,
but is emblematic of the Holy Spirit, that great and gracious
agent whose influences are indispensably necessary to regenerate
the heart. There are not two distinet things referred to in the
expression “of water, ar< the spirit,” but only one, under the
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similitude of another. A slight alteration in the translation of
one word will make this clear and evident:  Iixeept a man he
born of water even the spirit, hie cannot enter into the kingdom of
God.” That the Greek particle rendered © wnd ™ in our authorized
version is also translated “ceen ™ Is ubundantly evident from the
following passages: “But the men marvelled, saying, what
manner of man is this that eren the winds and the sea obey him,”
Mat. viil. 27. “Tor he that hath to him shall be given: and he
that hath not, from him suau be taken away ceen that which he
hath.” Mark iv, 25 ¢ Yor even the very hairs of your hend are
all numbered.” Liuke' xii, 7; see also Acts v. 39, Rum v. 7. 14,
Mat. xxv 29. Mark i, 27, vi, 2., Rom. viii, 23,

There are a number of passages where the word would have
been much better rendered © coen’ instead of “wnd.”  Tor exam-
ple, Math. iii, 11, where John says  “ T indeed baptize you with
water unto repentance; but he that cometh after me is mightier
than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear : he shall baptize you
with the IToly Ghost aud with fire.” The meaning obvivusly is,
he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost even with fire; that
is, he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost under the sinilitude
of fire. See Acts ii. 2-4. Take another example, Titus ii. 13,
. Liooking for the bleszed hope, and the glorivus appearing of the
great God «nd our Saviour Jesis Chiist.”  There are not two
persons spoken of in this passage, but only one person: looking
for the blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the Great God
even our Saviour Jesus Christ.

See also Titus iii. 5. “ Not by works of righteousness which
we have done, but according to his merey he saved us, by the
washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Ioly Ghost: even
the renewing of the Holy Ghost, for it is quite evident that the
washing of regeneration is not one thing, and the renewing of the
Holy Ghost another and a different thing, but one and the same
thing. To be baptized with the IToly Ghost and with fire to which we
have already referred, are not two different and distinet buptisins,
but on the contrary they are one. And to be burn of water and
of the spirit are not two different and distinet births, but one and
the same birth.  “Xixcept a man be born of water cven the spirit,
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.”” You see then, dear
reader, that the pure and the purifying Spirit, here brought Lefore
us under the similitudeof water, Is the grand agent, the great, and
gracious agent, in regenerating the soul. O, if’ you have not yet
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been renewed in the spirit of your mind; if you have not been
born again—regencrated in heart and life, you nced to experience
this great, this necessary change, to fit you for the enjoyments and
the employments of the kingdom of God. O remember, youean
never sce or enter the gates of that City which hath founaations,
whose builder and maker is God, unless you are born in the City
of Regeneration.

The indispensability of the Divine Spirit’s agency is a doetrine
most surcly belicved among us. 'We never doubted it ; we have no
disposition to eall it in question ; neither have we any sympathy
with those who do. 'We wish to speak plain on this important
subjeet, beeause our Calvinistic brethren accuse us of denying the
work of the Ifoly Spirit in conversion, beeause we deny the false
and mnseriptural dogma of a speeial irresistible faith-necessitating
influence of the Spirit held by them.—an influence to which the
unconditionally cleeted few for whom Christ specially died, and
they only, ave subjeeted. The Calvinistic specialities we rejeet and
repudiate ; the seriptural universalities we receive with gladness,
and rejoice to preach.  God has poured out his Ioly Spirit upon
all flesh, and no indispensable influence of the Spirit is withheld
from any sinner under the sound of the Gospel.

* The work of the Holy Spirit is just as necessary as the work
of Clurist. God cannot in consistency with his moral purity par-
don the sinner without a propitiation. He cannot in consistency
with his justice justify the unjust, unless his law is magnified and
his justice satisficd. This is quite evident; and itis no less
evident that the work of the Holy Spirit is just as neceessary to
salvation as the work of the Son. The sinner is not only unwilling
to believe the Gospel without the Holy Spirit; he is utterly unalble,
Yes, unable. Unable, because it is the Holy Spirit who presents the
gospel or saving truth before the sinner’s mind. If the work of
Christ is indispensably nccessary to salvation, then it i clear as
day that no sinner can be saved without the work of the Holy
Spirit, because without his influence there would be no saving
objeet upon which the sinner’s faith could terminate. It is the
Divine Spirit’s oftice in the economy of redemption to take the
things that are Christ’s and shew them unto us. It is evident
therefore, that we cannot, and that no sinner ean, apart from His
agency, be saved, because, and just beeause, there would be no
saving truth presented before the mind, and pressed upon the
attention without His gracious operations. Without his ageney
there would be no conviction of sin—the sin of wunbelief; no



174 THE CANADIAN DAY-STAR.

conviction of righteousness—the righteousness of Christ. Without
his agency there would be no regeneration; no new birth: for
¢ except a man be born of water, even the Spirit, he cannot see
he kingdom of God.

But the unconverted reader may be disposed to say, if the
Holy Spirit's influence is indispensably necessary in order that
‘T may be converted, then I must just wait till nie, in his sovercign-
ty, put forth the nccessary influence. Most assuredly you must
just wait, and wait patiently too, if it be true that God is now
withholding from you any influence which is necessary for your
salvation. It would be wise however in you, and well for you
before you really make up your mind to wait, simply and candidly
to ask yourself the following questions: Does God not tell me in
his word that he loves me? Does he not tell me that he gave his
own son, his only begotten son to suffer and die for all my sins?
Does he not tell me that he has no pleasure in the death of the
wicked ? Does he not tell me that Now is the accepted time, and
that now is the day of salvation? Dc:s Jesus not love me ? Did
he not give himself for me? Does he not tell me to come to the
gospel feast, and urge this as the reason why I should instantly
comply, ““ for all things arenowready ?”’ Does the Holy Ghost not
say, * To-day if ye will hear his voice harden not your hearts 2"’ Is
it not true that * the Spirit and the bride say come 2 Perhaps you
will, when you put these, and such questions as these to your own
heart, discover that instead of YOU needingto wait, God is wait
ing to be gracious, and anxious to receive you into his family,
his favour and fellowship. Yes, dear reader, the Triune Jehovah
is even now pleading with you, and bringing to bear upon your
mind at this very moment the influences of his grace; and O it is
a crime of no ordinary kind, for you to remain unsaved when God
i waiting to be gracious.

It is true then that you cannot be saved without the Holy Spi-
rit; but it i3 no less true that the Holy Spirit has been,
and is now striving with you, and calling upon you to believe
that God loves you, and that Jesus died for all your sins.
He is now knocking at the door of your heart; heis now pleading
with you: andif you are not born of God, born of the Spirit, it is
because you refuse to believe the Gospel, because you reject the
Saviour, and resist the strivings of the Holy Spirit of God. O
reader, wait no longer; it is wicked to wait another day, or hour,
seeing that God is waiting to be gracious. M
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NAAMAN THE SYRIAN.

The history of Naaman the Syvian as it is recorded in the fifth
chapter of the Second Book of Kings, is exccedingly interesting
and instructive.  When he was told how to be cured of the
disease with which he was afilicted, he treated the divine preserip-
tion with neglect and even contempt, just as many treat the simple
gospel of the grace of God 2t the prasent day.  When told to go
and wash in Jordan seven times and he would be instantly and
effectually healed of his leprosy, he indignantly asked “ Are not
Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters
of Isracl? May I not wash in them and heelean ?” so he turned
and went away in a rage.”

It is quite evident that Naaman had a very high op” sion of his
own country and the rivers and streams that ran through it. To
love one’s own country is not only harmless, it is commendable.
We all love our native land,—the land that gave us birth, and
where we spent, our childhoed and youth. We love the scenes of
our carliest recollection,—and can never forget the hills and moun-
tains which we climbed, and the streams and river banks along
which we have often walked and in which we often bathed in days
that have passed away never to return. Indeed we are sometimes
tempted, cither by prejudice, or partiality, or something clse we
don’t know very well what, to faney that the scenery around our own
birthplace is more beautiful, and the strecams and rive® of our
fatherland lovelier and better than auy we have seen. It was
natural for Naaman to believe that Abana and Pharpar, rivers of
Damascus were better than all the waters of Isracl.  And in addi-
tion to this, he was confident, that if simply to wash ina river was
enough to cure him of his disease he would not be indebted to
Isracl or its rivers for a remedy so casy and so simple. But he
had no faith in the preseription ; he looked upon the message which
Elisha sent to him as far too casy a way, and utterly inadequate to
meet his case. Indeed he viewed the preseription, * Go and wash
in the Jordan seven times, and thy tlesh shall come again to thee,
and thou shalt be elean,” as an impertinent insult both to his feel-
ings and his understanding, “for he turned and went away in a
rage.” This shews clearly that Naaman needed to be divested of
self. He was destitute of humility and faith. His proud heart
rebelled against the divinely appointed method of eure. He
thought he must do some great thing, and he sas willing to do
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some great thing, hut he would not try God's casy unencumbered
plan; und so there are many who refuse to believe the gospel
in order to be saved, they think that simply to believe {n Jesus is
too casy a way to get peace with God; aud a well grounded
hope of heaven. Such un casy way of being suved is foolishness
unto them: and they go away, with their proud hearts unsub-
dued.

The important truth brought before our mind in the whole
history of Naaman the ley er 1s shmply this, : God's method of cur-
ing either the body or the soul is the best; and though the human
means to be employed are ~hnple, casy, and in themselves utterly
inadecuate to cffeet the end, yet we need not expueet the blessing
unless the conditions are complied with,

It is quite evident from the sacred history that Naaman was a
man of rank, and honour, and influence. I was captain of the
host of the king of’ Syria; he had done mueh in his day to estab-
lish the throne of his sovercign, and was exalted in station to the
very highest position in the kingdom. Though he was a heathen
by birth, by education, and wn idol-worshipper by practice, the God
of Isracl had given him vietory over Isracl. All his honour and
glory, however, were beginning to fade away from him, for this
mighty man of valour was slowly but surcly heing conquered by
a loathsome disease. ITe was afflicted with leprosy. ¢ This dread-
ful disease, which prevails in Beypt and Syria is seavcely pereep-
tible in its commencement ; there appearing only a few 1eddish
spots on the skin which are not attended with pain or say other
symptom, but which eannot be removed. It increases impercep-
tibly, and continues for some years to be more and more manifest.
The spots become larger, spreading over the skin, till at length
they cover the whole body with a leprous seurf. The disease
affeets at the same time the marrow and the bones; so much so
that the farthest joints in the system gradually luse their powers,
and the members fall together in such a manner as to give the
body a mutilated and dreadful appearance. In its final stages,
the whole mass of the patient’s flesh and blood scems to turn to
corruption, and he may be said almost literally to fall to pieces.
This disease, though very unfrequent in Europe, indeed almost
extinet, made its appearance about the ycar 1730 in the western
continent, and spread its ravages in the sugar islands of the
West Indies, particularly Guadeloupe 7%

* See Professor Bush on the Book of Leviticus. Ch. 13, 2.
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Nawnan had doubtless tried every means in his power to get this,
humanly speaking, incurable discase removed.  But neither the
friends who surrounded him, nor the physieians who attended lim,
nor the wealth which he possessed, nov the god which he worshipped
in the house of Rimmon, evuld remove cither the leprosy from his
body vr xin from his soul.  We are not informed how long he had
been aftlicted with this terrible di~ease; but it is quite evident he
had an intense desive to be eleansed. e was quite willing to
pay a high price, subject Dimself to a painful operation, or perform
a long journey if he could only be restored to health.  But what

cas to be done ? - The king of Ryria could not eure him; the physi-
«"ans of Syria could not cure him; the gods of Syria could not cure
E'm: and what was to be done?  There scemed to be no remedy;
and the last ray of hope was about to disappear. But man's
extremity is God's opportunity ; and onc of the links of that
chain which was to draw him to the proper source for
help was in his own house, though he knew it not.  The Syrians,
as we are informed in the sacred narrative, had “ gone out by
companies and brought away captive out of the land of Isracl a
little maid: and she waited on Naaman’s wife. And she said
unto her mistress;, Would God my lord were with the prophet
that ix in Samaria! for he would recover him of his leprosy.”
These glad tidings soun reach the car of Naaman; he informs the
king and is sent by his sovereign to the king of Israel for a
cure, For “ the king of Syria said Go to, go, and I will send a
letter unto theking of Israel.  And he departed and took with him
ten talents of silver, and six thousund picees of gold, and ten
changes of raiment.  And he brought the letter to the king of
Isracl saying, Now when this letter is come unto thee, behold X
have therewith sent Naaman my servant to thee, that thou mayest
recover him of his leprosy.  And it eame to pass when the king of
Isracl had read the letter, that he rent his clothes and said, Am I
Gud, to kill and to make alive, that this man doth send unto me to
recover a man of his leprosy?  Wherefore consider, I pray you,
and see how he seeketh a quarrel against me.”  Alas for poor
Nuaaman, his hopes ave once more blasted; the king of Israel
cannot cure him of his leprosy, and every door seems now to be
closed against him. Naaman erred in going where God did not send
him; he was directed by the little Iebrew captive to go not to
Tsracl's king for a cure, but to the prophet that is in Samaria,
The man of God having heard the result of Naaman’s interview
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with the king, sent word to him, saying, “ Let him come now to
me and he shall know that there is a prophet in Isracl. Such lan-
guage as this was surely fitted to inspire the heart of Naaman with
new hope.  'We are not informed by what means Elisha came to
know the result of the leper's interview with the king, but we are
sure that the prophet had a strong desire to have Isracl's God
honoured and glorified before the eyes of the Syrians; and doubt-
less by divine impulse he was directed to invite the leper to come
to him, and it would soon b appavent that what the Hebrew maid
said was true, and also that there was no God in all the carth but
the God of Isracl. ¢ SoNaaman came with his horses and with his
chariot and stood at the door of the house of Iilisha.” There he
stands, impatiently waiting till the man of God appearsto perform
the difficult but necessary operation; he is willing and well pre-
pared to pay Klisha a handsome sum for the cure. But God’s
thoughts are not as man's thoughts, neither are his ways as our
ways. The prophet does not come near his patient either to see
him, or speak to him or touch him, he simply sent a messenger
unto him, saying,  Go and wash in Jordan seven times, and thy
flesh shall come again to thee and thou shalt be clean.”

All that is now necessury to Naaman’s cleansing is faith, strong
faith and a short journey ; but hewas unwilling to take the journcy
because he was destitute of faith in the means. Naaman’s proud
and haughty heart would not let him bow to such 2 preseription as
this. Its simplicity was too much for him. He considered the
non-appearance of the prephet, and the nature of the preseription
as a contemptible insult; and the Syrian blood which had long
been cold and almost motionless now hegan to hoil in his veins.
He “became wroth, and said, Behold I thought, He will surely
come out to me, and stand and call on the name of the Lord his
God, and strike his hand over the place and recover the leper.
Are not Abana and Pharpar rivers of Damascus better than all
the waters of Isracl? May I not wash in them and be clean ?
So he turned and went away in a rage.” This proud, haughty,
high minded Syrian rebelled in his heart against the simplest
means of cure, the only means of cure, because the divinely-ap-
pointed means of cure: and so it is with self-righteous sinners,
proud-hearted pharisces.  Instead of coming by simple faith, and
by simple faith alone to the blood of Jesus, which eleanseth from
the leprosy of sin, they labour and toil to estabiish a righteousness
of their own. Dear reader, it was not till Naaman complied with



THE CANADIAN DAY-STAR. 179

the divinel -appointed means of cure that he was delivered from
hig leprosy, and you can never be delivered from the condemning
power and polluting influence of sin without faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ.  But av present we cannot enter into this part of
the subject.  We shall muke a few remarks on the cure of Naaman,
his gratitude, and the lessons which they teach, in our next. M.

UNBELIET.
ITS CRIMINALITY.

In order to exhibit the criminality of unbelicf, we shall state
some undeniable truths, in the light of which it may be scen.

1. Think on the love of Goa in planning the scheme of sal-
vation for man. The race has departed from God and his law,
This is a fuct. The character and doings of humanity present
everywhere the sad evidence of apostacy from God. Now God,
in his free and boundless merey contrived the plan of salvation
for man’s deliverance from the conscquences of his sin, and from
sin itself. Xe¢ might have left us to perish in our sins. His
justice as the lawgiver and moral governor of the umiverse, re-
quired an expression of his hatred of sin. This might have been
given in our punishment, justice taking its course with respect to
us. But it pleased the God against whom ali our sins have been
committed, to contrive a plan, in which these things are combined—
the means of our deliverance, and the isplay of his abhorrence
of oursins. Ile spared not his own Son, but delivered him up
for us all, that, in his atoning sacrifice, he might present to the
universe an expression of his purity, and open up a way for the
forth flowing of his pardoning mercy to us. How surpassingly
merciful in God to provide the atoning Saviour for us! This
giving up of hisown Son to dic for us is the most wonderful
thing the eternal Father ever did for us, whether we consider it
as a manifestation of his wisdom or of his love, Angels never
saw anything like it before. They see in the agonics and death
of Jesus, the outgushings of the heart of the great “T Am.”  For
any angel in heaven to have viewed this astounding display of
love with indifference, would have instantly transformed him into
a devil.

2. Think also on the Jove of Jesus, the Son of God, coming
to carth todic for wus. With whut willingness he came to our
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rescue. ¢ Lo, I come, in the volume of the book, it is written
of me, I delizht to do thy will, O my God.” When Jesus was
on carth, the weight of a world's sin pressed with crushing weight
on his spotless soul.  And yet

¢ IIe bore the huge burden,
And bore it away.”

There is undoubtedly plurality in the Godhead. And it is in the
developement of the plan of merey that the Trinity is revealed.
The Father sent his Son to atone for sin. The Son voluntarily
came.  Though rich, yet for our xakes he became poor, that we,
through his poverty, might be rich. Inlove he o n
and became obedient unto death, the puinful and shame ful death
of the cross.  Truly the love of Jesus is a love that many waters
cannot quench, that the floods cannot drown,

3. God sent forth the Ioly Spirit, the third person of the
adorable Godhead, to convinee men of sin. of righteousness and
of judzment. The Holy Spirit is love, and he manifests his love
in wooing mun, with the view of winning his alienated affections
back to God. IIe is loving, longsuffering and patient in his
dealing with us.  The sending of the Spiit is additional proof
of the Father’s love to us, while it is cvidence that the Godhead
is harmonious in the scheme of salvation.

4. Messengers have been sent into the world by Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, to preach the Gospel of Jesus, to tell of Jesus,
and his love, and his salvation. In love they are sent. From
time to time, God, in his Providence, raises up heralds to earry
the tidings of salvation, to the myriads of the fallen sons of Adam,
whose duty it is to be co-workers with him, in opening mein’s eyes,
turning them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan
unto God.

5. In the light of these considerations we may sce the guilt of
unbelief.  God has contrived this wonderful plan of salvation ; has
given Jesus, his Son, to exccute it; Jesus has excented it.  Must
men then not be guilty indeed, when they refuse to be saved in
God’s way? What is it not to believe in Jesus? It is to slight
the love which gave him. Can God, do you think, be pleased
with you, when you are despising the love of his inmost heart,
and the unspeakable gift which is the proof and the fruit of that
love? God esteems Jesus, highly values the atonement he has
made for sinners.  Jesus is precious in God’s sight. The good
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pleasure of the Father with him and his glorious propitiatory
undertaking is seen in his exaltation to his own right hund in the
heavens. In having so highly exalted him, Gud shows that he
desires those for whom Jesus once died, and for whom he now lives
and pleads, to honour him.  Can God be pleased with you then,
0 gospel-neglecter, when you are trampling beneath your feet
the blood of his atonement? Surely he cannot.  Your cenduet
must be hateful in his sight, and highly displeasing to him.  The
greater God's love in providing Jesus to be your Saviour, the
greater your guilt in rejecting him.  The greater the worth of the
Redeemer's sacrifice, the creater your criminality in refusing to
rest on it.  As God the Father provided his Son to atone fur our
sins, he provided the Spirit to tell us respecting him.  The Spirit
puts in operation and superintends a vast system of means and
influences to bring the souls of men unuer the power of the
saving trath. Are you not guilty then, when you resist that
benignant  Spirit 2 The more pressing and carnest the Holy
Spirit is in sceking your salvation, the greater your sin in resisting
him.  You are a sinner, condemmned to dic. The King of the
universe, he against whom you have sinned, in the plentitude of
his grace, has, in the work of his Son, provided for yuu a free
and full and everlasting forgiveness, and sends it to you, and
presses it on your acceptance,—you turn disdainfully away, and
say you wish not his pardon. Living in unbelief you are prac-
tically saying that the pleasures and joys of carth are incompar-
ably superior to the unsearchable riches of Christ; that the
friendship of the world is to be preferred to the favour of an
cternal God.  You are refusing to give the Redeemer the confi-
dence and the love of your hearl, though he is keeping you in
cexistenee, and has done so much to evidence the trueness of his
love, and the sincerity of his faithfulness. Are you not acting
a guilty part 2 Unbeliever, you are guilty before God, and you
are without exeuse. A

For the Cunadiun Day-Star.
THE PREACHING REQUIRED BY THE TIMES.
This subject may be explained or understood in two different
ways. Inonesense it is a contemptible thing, and its practice

ought to be avoided by every one who desives to e a faithful
winister of the gospel. But In another sense a knowledge of the
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preaching required by the times is useful, and ought to be aequired
by those who desire to be skilful as well as faithful workmen,
rightly dividing the word of truth, and giving to saint and sinner
their portion in due season.

The sense in which it is contemptible, is, when the object of the
preacher is merely to please and gain the applause of his hearers,
and to this end panders to their prejudices and winks at things
condemned in the bible. On this point many illustrations might
be given. In the Southern States where the principles of slavery
are predominant, the professed teachers of Christianity with a few
noble exceptions have veered round with the public opinion,
until they have arrived at the point of defending slavery as a
divine institution sustajned by the-bible. Again, in places where
temperance principles are unpopular, there are preachers who, al-
though intemperance may be making fearful ravages, will seareely
ever raise their warning voice against the giant evil. So also in
too many instances with regard to the doctrine of conversion,
although it may never be positively denied, yet it is seldom or
never brought plainly and prominently before the people. This
kind of preaching finds no countenance in the word of God.
Under the Old Testament dispensation the prophets were comman-
ded to declare unto Israel the whole counsel of God faithfully,
without reserve, whether they would hear or whether they would
forbear. Under the New Testament dispensation we find Jesus
Christ, who may be safely imitated as a model preacher, and who
never needlessly hurt the feelings of any, faithfully reproving the
gins of his hearers and proclaiming doctrines which were very
unwelcome to their carnal minds. There is indeed a class men-
tioned who spoke smooth things and cried peace, peace, when there
was no peacc; but they are spoken of with disapprobation and the
wrath of God is denounced against them. Those who have not
the moral courage faithfully to declare the whole counsel of God
ought speedily to acquire it, or else retire from the ministry and
give place to worthier men.

The sense in which a knowledge of the preaching required by
the times is useful and ought to be acquired is, when the objeet of
preaching is to awaken the unconverted and lead them to exercise
repentance towards God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and,
also, to advance believers in the divine life. When this is the
object of the preacher it is important that he should know how to
adapt his discourse in order to accomplish it, so far as human
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who are addressed. The following items may be mentioned as
characteristic of the preaching required by the times, and perhaps
I might add all times.

1. A thorough knowledge of the doctrines of the Bible. The
necessity of this is so obvious that it is unnecessary to dwell upon it,
further than to observe, that for a man to pretend to teach what
he does not understand is a manifest absurdity.

2 Stmplicity and plainness of language. This is a marked feature
of effective’ preaching. When our Lord delivered his sermon
on the Mount, instead of dealing in abstruse speculutions, which
would be understood by few of his hearers, he illustrated his sub-
jeet by referring to things common and familiarly known,—to the
lilies of the field, and the fowls of the air,—illustrations which would
be understood by the most unlearned of his hearers.  When Paul
preached on Mar's hill, although he was a learned man, and in
all probability was preaching unto the most learned audience in
the world, yet he used plain, simple language. During the first
ages of the Christian Church, the preaching was marked by an
artless simplicity, yet it was powertul in effecting the conversion
of sinners. Whitefield is generally admitted to have been the
most powerful and successful preacher sinee the apostolic age, yet
he used plainness of speech. In the vicinity of a certain college
in the United States there was a place where the divinity students
used to preach. Onc of their hearers was a pious, but ignorant
old negro, who generally came home from meeting about as wise
as he went, for, as hesaid, he was an ignorant old man and could
not understand these learned men. One day however, he came
home in a joyful mood, and informed his friends that an ignorant
old man had preached that day. Indeecd, he was so unlearned he
agency is concerned. It ought to be borne in mind, however, that
the preaching of the gospel in all its essential points must ever
remain the same. When the Great Head of the Church, in giving
his last charge unto his disciples previous to his ascension, com-
manded them to “ preach the gospel to every ereature,” and added
the encouraging promise, “ Lo I am with you alway, even unto
the end of the world,” he doubtless meant to convey the idea,
that the doctrines which they were then commanded to preach
were destined to meet the wants of man’s spiritual nature through
all succeeding ages until the end of time. The only variation
which is allowable is, to dwell more particularly on those subjects
which may be suited to the wants and circumstances of those
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said, that he was hardly fit to preach to the poor whites. e
added, however, that he was glad he had come,.fur he understood
every word he said. This ignorant old man proved to be one of
the most eminent divines of his day, whose theolugical writings
have become extensively and favourably known. When the Dr.
(for he was a D.D.) heard the negro’s eriticisim, he suid he consi-
dered it the highest compliment ever paid to his preaching.  The
truly great and wise will study to make thewsclves casily under-
stood by their hearers.

3. Aduptation. Thisis a marked feature of those sermons
which have been sketched by the pen of inspiration.  When the
Saviour discoursed unto the Jews, he explained and enforced
the nature and necessity of truc religion of which they had very
erroncous idens. When Paul preached at Athens, he showed the
folly and absurdity of idolatry, to which his hearers were addicted,
and explained to them the character of the true God. At the time
of the Reformation, begun and carried on by Luther and his coad-
jutors, the protestant preachers would of necessity have to combat
the errors of popery. One crying sin of the professedly Chris-
tian world at the present day is a tendeney to formality and indif-
ference to vital piety ; thercfore, the nature and necessity of vital
experimental piety ought to be mueh dwelt upon. In those places
where erroneous or defective views of the way of salvation exist,
those errors ought to he combatted, so far as they are injurious to
the interests of vital godliness. As the doctrines of justification
by faith alone on the ground of the Redecmer’s righteousness,
which is unto all, provided for all, and sanctification through the
Holy Spirit, through the gospel, are always adapted to meet the
wants of man’s spiritual nature, they ought always to be brought
prominently before the people, in all their fulness, freeness, and
extent.

4. Earnestness.  This is highly necessary in order to preach
successfully. Even where the preacher has lost his zeal for the
cause of God, he must put on the appearance of it, in order to
gain a hearing, But it is not the mere appearance of it which is
wanted, it is earnestness which dwells in the inmost soul of the
preacher, and from thence pervades his whole being,—his words,
his actions, and even his looks, convineing all with whom he comes
in contact that he is in carnest about eternal things.

5. The accompanying influence of the Holy Spirit. This is the
great and essential requisite of effective preaching. Without thi
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the preacher may have every natural and acquired ability, and be
master of all requisite knowledge, and yet his ehoieest efforts will
be utterly powerloss, at least so far as the conversion of the soul is
concerned. The history of the Chureh, in every age, zaes to prove,
that it i not by might nor by strength, but by the Spirit of the
Lord, that her spiritual conquests ave to be gained.  If we ex-
amine the history of the apostles, the reformers, of Bunyan, Buxter,
Whitefield, Wesley, Fleteher, Caughey, ITammond, and other
successful preachers, we shall find that their suceess is to be attri-
buted not so much to their talents, as to the Spirit's influence
carrying conviction to the hearts and conseiences of their hearers.
When the Spirit descended upon the Churely, on the day of en-
tecost, in the shupe of tongues of five, it was the symbol which
announced to her the advent of her conquering power.  May its
influence ever remain with the Chureh, inspicing all her energies
and leading her forth to yet greater conquests, until it shall have
been proclaimed, through every land, “ The kingdoms of this world
are become the kingdums of our Lurd and his Christ; and He
shall reign forever and forever.” Amen. dJ. M. M.

FORERKNOWLEDGE AND FOREORDINATION.

Forcknowledge is knowledge beforchand—knowledge that an
event will happen before it actually happens.  To forcordainis to
ordain heforchand—to purpose before the thing purposed is
actually done.

God furcknows all that will happen. He sees the end from the
beginning.  Weknow nothing indeed of the manner of the Divine
knowledge.  We eannot by searching find out God. But we can
form a cunception of God’s knowledge in no other way than by
regarding it as analogous to knowledge in us.  When we know of
an event, before it happens, we are said to forese - or to forcknow.
When we know of an ovent after it has happened, we eall our
knowledge of it afterknowledge. Henee we speak of the fore-
knowledge of Gud. The Seripture is thus adapted to the facul-
ties with which God has endowed us.  We have the highest autho-
rity for saying that “all things are naked and open to the eyes of
him, with whom we have to do”—that “ the cyes of the Lord are
in cvery place bheholding the evil and the good.”’—God is a
spirit; and when the Bible speaks of his eyes, and ears, and
hands, and feet, its language is to be interpreted on the anthropo-
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pathic principle. Ilis cyes mean his omniscience. IIe is repren-
sented as having eyes, because we see with our eyes.  God is all
eye. Nothing is concealed from his view. The thoughts of all
beings he must be intimately acquainted with.

Now, is God's forcordination co-cxtensive with his foreknowledge?
Because his forcknowledge is universal must his foreordination be
universal 7 That there is forcordination we do not eall in guestion,
We believe in it.  We believe firmly that God has forcordained
whatsocver he brings to pass, beeause, we cannot conceive that the
infinitely wise God acts without a plan. Our (uery relates to
universal foreordination. There are those who think it would be
Jjust as wise to deny universal forcknowledge as universal forcordi-
nation. But let ussece. We know that God forcknows everything,
The Bible expressely declares it.  We know too, that we are
possessed of freewill. 'We know that we frecly choose We are
conscious that we have power to choose and power to refuse. And
no evidence can be stronger or more direct than that of conscious-
ness. These two things we are well assured of. We may be
unable to perceive their consistency and harmony. Yet that God’s
forcknowledge is universal and that we are frec-agents are among
the most reliable of verities. Between them there must be har-
mony though we may be unable to sce it. DBut let us look at the
consequences of the view, that foreordination is universal It is said
that God could not forcknow an event unless he had first fised it—
that forcordination is the foundation of forecknowledge. If this be
so, then indeed forcordination must be universal. God must have
“foreordained whatsoever comes to pass.”  No event could be fore-
known unless it were forefixed. The fall of man is an event ; it must
have been foreordained, if this notion be true.  The same thing may
be said of cvery event, of the greatest crimes that have been per-
petrated by men or devils. But this is to make God the author
of sin. It is fatalism. We sce no way of escape from this con-
clusion to any who hold that God could not forcknow an event
unless he had first fixed it, except by a denial of the universality
of divine foreknowledge. Some persons, rather than admit fatalism,
have supposed that God chooses not to foreknow every event.  But
this method of frecing onesclf from the difficulty is inadmissible,
because contrary to seripture and reason. Sceing then, the idea,
that no event could be foreknown, unless it were foreordained,
conducts to a denial of our moral agency and accountability, it
must be false. Indeed no better evidence of its utter unsound-
ness is needed.
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The «ssumption that God cannot forcknow an event unless he
has fixed it, is, besides, a limitation of Divine forel:nowledye. 1t
is to limit it within narrower compass than the knowledge of crea
tures. Men can frequently foretell what their fellow-men will do by
simply judging from the motives by which they are allowing
themselves to be influenced in their conduct. Surcly God, who
knows all the thoughts of men and is acquainted with all their
ways, must much more foreknow what his ereatures will do, with-
out decrecing their actions. The prophets foreknew that those
events would come to pass, which, as God's inspired servants, they
predicted, without decrceing them. The disciples of Jesus fore-
knew that one of them would betray his master, without decerce-
ing that he would do so. God has created moral agents—ecrea-
tures endowed not oaly with intelligence and sensibility, but also
the power of choice. We have as good evidence that man is pos-
sessed of freewill as we have that he is possed of intelligenee and
sensibility.  'Why then should we shrink from maintaining, that
as God has created moral agents, he can foreknow, what they will
do without ordaining all their actions? Indeed the perfection of
divine forcknowledge is that God knows unerringly what moral
agents will do, whether they act according to his will or contrary
to his will; and he can arrange his plans to help or to counteract
their working, or even to overrule it for good and for his glory.

Men’s actions are their own. And though God foreknows all
the actions of moral agents, his forcknowledge does not cause them.
Foreknowledee is not causal: Kuowledge is not & cause. The
will and not the understanding is the causative power. As men
are will-cndowed agents, they are the causes of their own actions,
and responsible for them. While then God’s forcknowledge is
universal, forcordination is limited. The true Calvinist belicves
in universal foreordination and limited atonement; the evangelieal
anti-Calvinist, believes in limited forcordination and universal
atonement. ;

LIVING SACRIFICES.

Much of the figurative language of Secripture is taken from the
Old Testament economy. There wasa class of men in Gld Testa-
ment times called priests whose duty it was to offer gifts and
sacrifices to God. Ience under the new dispensation all believers
are priests unto God, a royal priesthuod, an holy priesthood,
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whose duty it is to offer up spivitual sacrifices aceeptable to God,
through Jesus Christ.  The Christian is exhorted to present his
soul-containing body a living sacrifice, holy aceeptable unto God,
which is his reasonable service. Rom. xit. 1. This is the great
duty of conseeration to God. The Christian should be a whole
burnt-offering on God's altar; all his powers of hody and of mind
exerted and used for the glory of God and the good of souls,
A sacrifice was sacred to God.  So the Christinn should consider
that he is the Lord’s freciaan, set apart for saered purposes.  Tis
language should be, “ What have I to do any more with idols ?”
‘When solicited to sin, he should say, “ How can I do this wick-
edness and sin against God.”  IIe should serve God in seeking
to diffuse the Gospel, in doing good to his fellow-men as he has
opportunity. ‘Iruly it is an honour and » privilege to he engaged
in such work. The highest honour which God confers on his
children is in making them co-workers with himself.  God’s work
is the recovery of men to himself. This he is seeking by hic
Spivit, through the Gospel.  The Spirit is working to bring men
to God and vbedicnce.  God's children, as living saerificex, should
work along with God in secking his glory in the conversion of
sinners.  This is the work to which they should conscerate them.
selves. But in being devoted to this service it is not necessary
that they should have nothing whatever to do with sceular matters.
These sceular matters indeed should not absorb their attention,
and be the great objects which they seek after.  They should feel
that they arc sacred so far as all that is sinful is concerned. They
should be clean as regards sin.  But the secular affairs of life.
they should attend to for the glory of God. Whether they cat,
or drink, or whatsoever they do, they should do all to the glory
of God. While they do their duty, with respeet to the things
of time, they should offer up the sacrifices of praise and prayer,
and good works.  The prineiple that should animate the Christian
in all that he does, both as regards the things that relate to this
world and time, and those that relate to God and eternity, is love
to God, that love to God, which is the consequence of the faith
of that (tospel, in which the love of God is lustrously displayed.
These spiritual sacrifices are acceptable to God, through the ever-
lastingly cflicacious sacrifice of Christ. It is a most affecting
consideration that in having intercourse with God, even in the
way of giving thanks to him for his merecics, our gratitude can be
accepted only through Christ. And the merey of God revealed
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in Christ is the grand motive to constrain the Christian to present
himself a living saerifice to the God of love and salvation.
Cluistian, conscerate yowrsell' to God, and let your prayer be,
bind the saerifice with cords,” the cords of love, even to the horns
of the altar. - Consider that you arc not your own, that you are
hought with a price, even the precious blood of Christ. Aud let
the love of God, displayed in that priceless ransom, constrain you
to serve Gud, and live to God. It is blessed thus to live, Seck
to enjoy continually the anointing of the Holy Spirit, and you
will be pure within; and without, your conduet will be worthy of
the Gospel which ye believe, and by the fhith of which ye are
aaved.  Thus will your life he “an odour of a sweet smell, a
sacrifiee acceptable, well-pleasing to God.” A

SONSHIP.
By the late Rev. Robert Peden.

¢ Behald what manncer of 1oy e the fithe r hath bestowed upon us that we should
be called the <ons of God.”” 1 Jony, iii, 1,

We sometimes sce very striking contrasts presented in his-
tory and also within our experience between the former low and
mean condition of individuals and the dignity and honor to which
they have subsequently been raised.  There was a great difference
in the external condition of Moses—between hix condition as a
poor outcast child of a Hebrew woman and his residence at the
court of Pharogh, and subscquently his high mission from God in
conducting the children of Tsvael out of the laud of their hondage
through the wilderness. There was a vast difference hetween
Joseph asa youth sold into slavery and lying in his dungeon in
Eeypt, and his exaltation to princely power and honor next to the
king. There was a striking contrast between David’s life as he
kept his father’s flocks, and his reigning king of God’s peculiar
people.

There was a great difference between Christ as the man of sor-
rows, and crowned with glory—crowned with thorns, and crowned
with supreme power. But O sinner poor, miserable, blind and
naked sinner—thou that art filling thy belly with the husks that
the swine do cat—come near and behold and see what will be
done to thee, the honor and glory of thy state and character which
God is willing to bestow on thee if thou wilt. The Lord is able
and willing to lift thee from the dunghill and set thee with prinees.
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“ Though ye have licn among the pots ye shall be as the wingsof a
dove covered with silver and her feathers with yellow gold.” ~ (Ps.
68-13.) Though ye have gone far from God and wasted your
substance in riotous living, and arc in famine and want and en-
gaged in drudging and feeding on grovelling pleasures and feel
that you arc unworthy to be called a son, yet O return to the
Lord and the Lord will return to you, and fall on your neck and
kiss you ; and though ragzed and filthy and wearied and hungry, he
will put the best robe on you—a ring on your finger—shocs on your
feet—kill the futted calf, and reecive you to everlasting communion,
and you will be called the son of God. ¢ Behold what manner of
love the father hath bestowed upon us that we should be called the
sons of God.”

In the first place we would call your attention to the title of
“Sons of God.”

1st. How honorable, how great, how exalted. How anxious men
arc to show their relationship to some person of great rank or learn-
ing or genius—to some king or prince or lord— to some philosopher
or poct, to some celebrated statesman or discoverer.  But my
soul contemplate the honor that is bestowed upon thee unworthy
so thou art—vile as thou hast been—a rehel—a traitor as

thou wast—that the Lord of Glory, the King of kings—the Iigh
and Holy One should deign to reccive thee to his intimaey, to
his favour, to the enjoyment of himsclf; that he should lift thee
out of the mire of sin and wickedness and place thee beside
himself; that he should deign to allow a soul that was in
league with Satan to regain its alliance to himsclf;® a heart that
was filled with sin to be given as a conscerated thing to his service;
a mouth that spoke bitter things against him to praisc him, a body
that was filled with unrightcousncss to become a temple for the holy
Spirit to dwell in.

O how high the condescension that he should stoop to poor
worms of the dust and lift us up to suzh nearness to himself’; that
he should compel the poor and halt and the lame and the blind to
come to the feast provided, and become Lis quest ; yea, children, that
he should lift up the beggar and set him with princes.

The world may not acknowledge thy honor or thy greatness; it
may dispute thy title and not yalue thee or it; but O remember
it knows us not because it knew Him not. It did not know the
only begotten Son ; how much less should it know and acknowledge
18, who arc unworthy of the name.
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2nd. Tts blessedness : because ye are sons, God hath sent forth
the spirit of his Son into your hearts, erying *“Abba Father.”

Hereis blessedness; you can go to God as your father, though
you have offended him, grieved him, provoked him to wrath, and
wandered from him, yet yod have returned and he receives you,
embraces you, welcomes you, rejoices over you, clothes you with
the best robe, the robe of righteousness of Christ—he feeds you
with the best and richest of food, and receives you to heaven
as your home. Come believing soul, and thisday call God
your father; see your privilege and live up to your privilege,
be not downcast, be not discouraged. Scc the robe prepared
for you, the joy manifested, the love exhibited. Wilt thou
not for this time say unto him,Thou art my Tather, Thou art the
Guide of my youth, ¢ If parents who are evil know how to give
good gifts unto their children, how much more shall your heavenly
father give the holy spirit unto them that ask it.”

¢ Ask and iv shall be given unto you, seek and ye shall find.”

3rd. The duties of the sons of God may be summed up inloveand
obedience, The one is the heart, the other the conduct; the one the
element, the other the developed, the one the spring, the other ne
manifestation, for love is the fulfilling of the law.

The next thing we would call your attention to is the manner
which we obtain this rclationship or how do we come into it.
We come into it by Faith—Faith in the Son of God who taketh
away the sins of the world. And in order to it,

1st. We must be born again. This does not imply any physieal
impossibility; we need not to enter our ‘mother’s womb and be
born again.  Regeneration or being born again is a figur-
ative expression—it denotes the change of view, fecling and con-
duet produced by the sinner being led tv see and feel his need of
a Saviour. The Spirit of God gives so high and lovely an exhibi-
tion of the holy and lovely character of God in giving His son,—it
gives such an exhibition of Christ as the holy one and the just, as
the merciful Saviour so willing and able to save, and so suited to
the want of the poor sinner that he isled to see his relation to God
and to the law and to Christ in so different 2 manner from that
which his carnal heart had suggested, that his eyes arc as it were
opened, his understanding is enlightened, and his affections are
drawn out to God. 'The view of the perfect satisfaction is suf
ficient to show him its efficacy in relation to his sins how awful and
numberless they are. He is ashamed with a sense of his own
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sins and iniquities, but more so at God’s love in so loving him as
to give his only begotten Son to die for him. You who have come
to Christ, sce your blessedness, your duty, your privileze. You
who have not, see your immediate duty ; why stand afar oft? why
keep at a distance from God ? why spend your life in waste, in
want, in grovelling desires. Return to the Lord, come unto penit-
ential confession, acknowledging your sin and iniquity. e waits
to be gracious.

In ti.c next place we would notice the love the Father hath
bestowed.

¢ Herein is love, not that we love God, but God first loved us,
That we would love God would be nothing wonderful. That holy
beings love him is nothing wonderful, but that God should love us
and so love us. It is not merely that he hath bestowed love but
behold what manner of love. I is a gracious love. It was not
the love of complaceney, love that rest on some heautiful, pure and
holy object. It was alove to which we had no claim. It was a
love that had innumerable obstacles to oppose its flow, obstacles
such as now exist between God and fallen angels.  His love can-
not so manifest itself’ to them as to invite them to enjoy, hecause
there is no honorable and consistent way for the exercise and flow
of love in this manner. It was love that overeame the mighty
obstacles, it was love that gave up the greatest sacrifices. Think
you that God had pleasure in seeing his only begotten and well
beloved Son, a man of sorrows, despised of the people—the object
of railing, insult and persecution.  Think you that he had plea-
sure in exposing him to suffering and shame.  Parent, would you
take pleasure in seeing your son subjected to insult and persceu-
tion and reproach and ignominy and agony ? No. Neither did the
infinitely holy and loving God, but it was for the joy set before
him that God gaveup his Son to suffer. It was because all this
would vpen up a.ree and open door, for the exercise of merey on
fallen men,

JUST AS THOU ART.

COUNTERPART TO THE BEAUTIFUL HYMY, ¢ JUST AS T ax.”

Just as thou art—without one trace

Of love, or joy, or inward grace,

Or meetness for the heavenly place—
O guilty sinner, come!
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Burden'd with guilt, would'st thou be blest ?
Trust not the world ; it gives no rest:
1 bring relief to hearts oppressed—

O weary sinner, come!

Come, leave thy burden at the cross ;
Count all thy gains but empty dross:
My grace repays all earthly loss—

O ncedy sinner, come!

Come hither, bring thy boding fears,

Thy aching heart, thy bursting tears:

'Tis mercy’s voice salutes thine cars;
O trembling sinner, come!

¢ The Spirit and the bride say come;’

Rejoicing Saints re-ccho, come :

Who faints, who thirsts, who will—may come,
Thy Saviour bids thee come!l

SINGING IN HEAVEN.
“1Te that hath not learned to sing.
God's praise on carth, can never praise in heaven.”
Ix a certain town in one of the midland countries of singland,
there resided a young lady, the daughter of worthy and pious
parents,

She was a member of a Christian chureh, a teacher in the
Sabbath school, and every zealous tract distributor. She was
regular andd punetual in her attendance on all rel’Zions meetings.
She was kind to the poor, and seldom seen out of temper.

Notwithstanding all that was delightful and admirable in her
character, her manma had serious doubts as to the motive whenee
they sprang.  Often she sought to know the ground of her confi-
dence ; but although her duughter was candid and commuuicative
o all other subjects, on this—the state of her soul—~she was silent
and reserved. At length she was taken suddenly ill. A physi-
cian was called in, and her symptoms pronounced most dangerous.
Her pastor was nextsent for.  She was sleeping when he came,
but he sat by her beside till she could awake.



194 THE CANADIAN'DAY-STAR.

In avery few minutes she awoke, and in wild and piteous accents
cried, “ Where am I ?—where am I? Is this hell? O whata
dream! I thought I was in heaven. Every countenance was
beaming with purest delight. The sweetest music filled the air,
All heaven rung with praise, ¢ Worthy the Lamb that was slain,’
was the triumphant sung that fell from every lip. I tried to sing;
but no, I could not. My heart grew faint. Again I sought to
praise, but in vain. 'With this every hand was raised and pointed
at me; and with one voice they cried, Away! away! she never
praised our God on carth—she cannot praise him in heaven!”
After the recital of this solemm dream, the now exhausted suf-
ferer fell back on her pillow,and with her expiring breath quickly
echoed, “ No, no, I never sung his praise on earth—I cannot sing
it in heaven!”

Most of dreams are frivolous, but from this one we think we
may draw a most important lesson. Learn, dear children, that
praise is the chief employment of the inhabitants of heaven. But
forget not that it must begin on carth. Gratitude is the well-spring
of praise. Where there is no gratitude, there can be no praise. It
is glr:(xltitude to God for the gift of his Son, that stirs up the soul to
melody.

None can praise God who have not accepted his * unspeakabie
gift.” Tt is not till the heart has been opencd by the reception
of the blessed Jesus, that the tongue is loosed to praise him. It
is out of the abundance of the heart, that the mouth speaketh.
Thus it was with David. When he knew all his iniquities were
forgiven, he called upon his soul and all that was within him, to
bless God’s holy name.

Now, beloved ckildren, have you ever blessed God ?  If you are
not at peace with him through faith in his Son; if you are still
afraid of meeting him; if you cannot call him * Father—my
Father,” you are ignorant of his loving character.  You may have
sung many a sweet hymn, but you have never praised him. O,
then, let me tell you what the God of love has done for you, that you
may instantly learn to praise him. To sive your souls from the
power and punishment of sin, ke gave Jesus to die on Calvary,
Should you not be grateful, and will you not praise him ? There
lay a dark, deep, and frowning gulf between your soul and glory.
Jesus by the shedding of his blood, filled the chasm. Should you
not be grateful, and will you not praise him ? God is well pleased
with what Jesus has done, and for his sake waits to blot out all
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your?transgrcssions. Should not be grateful, will you not praise
him

Behold the towering mountain, and the tiny daisy, they praise
the great Creator.  Will not you? Iark, the happy song of the
grateful bird, as it picks the crumbs from your window. See the
pretty lambs as they sport upon the meadows, and the rippling
stream as it flows over its pebbly bed. They praise him. Will
not you?

Come, beloved children, let not these in the day of judgment
rise up to condemn you. Behold the Lamb of God that was slain
for your sins! Believe his love, accept his salvation, then will
your soul magnify the Lord, and your spirit rejoicein God your
Saviour. :

Thus having learnt the “ new song” on carth, you will delight
to sing around the throne in heaven.

BOOK NOTICES.

Tre EvancericaL ReposiTory,

The fouth number of the third series of this excelleet quarterly has
just come to hand. We have perused its contents with rare pleasure.
The practical cxposition of the first chapter of the Epistle to the Hcbrews,
is a model specimen of biblical exposition. It is rich in thought—most
rich. It magnifies Christ. We see that another defender of Calvinism
and assailant of Evangelical Union theology has descended into the
arena.  The Editor of the Repository, when he "puts him'into his scales,
finds him sadly wanting,—incompetent to throw light sn the subjects,
of which undertalkes to treat.

With 1he next number o new volume commences. This is therefore
8 gond time fcr persons who desire the Repository to sende in their
names.

INTELLIGENCE.

Wc extract from the Christian Times the following account of the
¢oings of the Evangelical Union Home Mission, in Scotland.

KiLsyTn.—A station in connection with the E. U., Home Mission, was
opened here last autumn, and bas since been supplied by auxiliary preach-
crs. The few brethren who commenced the station have been very
much cheered by the success of the movement. The increased interest
manifested by the public led them to make arrangements for a series of
revival meetings. These meetings have been very successful. They
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extended over three Sabbaths, and the two weeks which infervened, and
were conducted by the Rev. J. M Conachie, Hamilton; Revs. R. Anderson
and Hood of Glasgow; Rev. D. Drummond, Bellshill,  On the third
Sabbath of the meetings (May 24th) a chureh was fored, sl about 30
brethren commemorated the dying love of the Savivur, by ob-crving the
ordinance of the Supper—Mr. Drummond presiding.  On Monday the
25th 2 svirce was held in connection with the new church. 1t was an
evening long to be remembered in Kilsyth.  The hadl, which is large,
was comfortably filled by a respectable and intelligent awlience, who
gave marked attention to the great doctrines and duties to which the
speakers called theivattention.  Mr. R. Dick, through whose instruments
ality the station was first started, vecupied the chairy smd the Revs. A,
M. Wilson, Airdrie, H. Riddell, Glisgow, and D. Drwnmond ,Bell-hill, ad-
dressed the meeting. The E. U. movement here presents a most cheering
aspect at present.  This is the second chureh which has been organized
through the instrumentality of the E. U. Home Mission ~ince the last
Conference.  The other chureh, to which we refer, is in Aberdeen.  Itis
now sclf-sustaining, and, we understand, in a very flowri-hing condition,
This new organization in Aberdeen, will not only strengthen the E. T,
cause in the city, but also tend to give stability to the movement in the
north generally.

Darrearrie.—The committee have once and again sent their evangelist,
Mr. Salmon, into this locality, and now, as the results of previons efforts,
a station has been regulurly vpened, and is at present supplicd by a re-
gular student. Moreover, the station is selt=sustaining, and the wholé
district scems white to the harvest.  The people are waking up to the
importance of those great gospel doetrines, to defend and difluse which
the Evangelical Union was organized.

Mumkmk.—This place was visited sume time ago by a deputation from
the missivn, and arrangements were made for a series of meetings, which
were conducted by the Rev. R. Steel Dalry.  Since the mectings, the
station has been supplied by students. It is at preseut sclf-sustaining,
and, su faras we can see, the cause presents an encouraging ajpearance
in the mean time.  The attendance is goud—rthe friends are heing drawn
togethier, and the trath is beginuing to tell on some hitherto carcless and
indifferen? in respect to religion.

Kinwiasise.—after completing the appointments of the committee in
reference to  evangelistic werk in  Cupar-Angus aud Blirzowrie, in
April, the Rev. T. G. Salmon opencd a series of mecting- in this place,
on the first Sabhath of the current month.  The mectings were to extend
over three Sablaths, but the interest so steadily increascd huth in the
congregation and the public, that the brethren besunght the committee
t0 prolong Mr. Salmon's stay among them at least two Sabbuaths longer.
This request was agreed to, and the meetings still continue to go on pros-
perously in Kilwinning.

The Editor of the Christiam Times is issuing along with his paper,
carte de visite portraits of Evangelical Union clergymen. We have
already received cartes de visite portraits of Professor Morison, Rev.
Robert Morison of Bathgate, and are much pleased with them.




