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MONDAY, 1st. December 1828.

Resolved, That the Public Accounts of the Province,
for the ycar 1827, transmitted this day by Message,
from His Excellency the Administrator of the Govern-
ment, be referred to a Committee of Seven Members,
to examine the same and report thereon, with all con-
venient speed, with power to send for persons, papers
and records.

Ordered, ThatMr. Cuvillier, Mr. Heney, Mr. Leslie,
Mr. Neison, Mr. Quesnel, Mr. Bourdages and Mr.
Young, do compose the said Committee.

- Attest.

WM. B. LINDSAY,
Depy. Clk. H. of Assbly.

Wednesday, 17th. December 1828.
Ordered, That the Message of His Excellency the
Administrator of the Government, delivered to the
House, this day, and the papers and documents ac-
companyingthe same, be referred to the said Committee.
- Attest.

WM. B. LINDSAY,

Depy. Clk. H. of Assbly.-

D e ——

Wednesday, 24th December 1828

Ordered, That the Message of His Excellenc; the
Administrator of the Government, and the papers ac-
companying the same, laid before the House, this day,
be referred to the said Committee.

Attest.’

Wx. B. LINDSAY,
- Depy. Clk. H. of Ass’y.

’ Saturday, 10tk Januafgj; 1829.

‘Ordered, That the said Commlttee have leave to
rcport from time to time, |

Atteqt ‘
W. B. LINDSAY,

Depy. Clk. H. of ASs’y. 7

Saturda J, 3ls£ January 1829

Ordeied “That the Pubhc Accounts for thc yeal
11828, ‘laid before this House, on’ the Q7th mst be re-’,

,ferred to the saxd Commxttee

g Ordered That the Messatres of His E\cellency the
: Admlmstrator of the. Govermnent of the 27th and 28th. .

‘ ‘mstant, with the Statement of. certam LYpenses of;:;
‘the’ Civil Government,’ still unpaxd “and the Estimate -

. of the, le‘Expendxture of 'the, Government" for -the -1

- ‘yefu 1829 be referred to the sald Commnttee

Attest

VVM. B. 'LINDSAY, -

Depy Clk. H. of Assy

LUNDI, 1er. Décembre 1828.

Résolu, Que les Comptes Publics de la Province
pour Pannée 1827, transmis ce jour par Message de
Son Excellence Padministrateur du Gouvernement,
soient référés 2 un Comité de sept Membres, pour les
examiner et en faire rapport avec toute la diligence con-
venable, avec pouvoir d’envoyer queru‘ personncs, pa-
piers et records. ‘

Ordonné, Que Mr. Cuvillier, Mr. Heney, Mr. Leslze,
Mr. Neilson, Mr. Quesnel, Mr. Bourdages et Mr.
Young composent le dit Comité.

Attesté.

J. Ant. BOUTHILLIER,
Greffr. Asst.

——————

Mercrcdi, 17 Décembre 1828.

Ordonné, Que le Message de Son Excellence l'ad-
mlmstrateur du Gouvernement, délivré & la Chambre
ce jour, et les Papiers et Documens qux Paccompagnent
sment référés au dit Comlté

Atteste

J. Ast. BOUTHILLIER,
‘Greﬁ'r.‘ Assts

Mercredi, 24 Décembre 1828.

Ordonné, Quele Message de Son Excellence admi-
nistrateur du Gouvernement, et les Papiers qui I'ac-.

compagnent, mis devant cette Chambre ce jour, soient
référés au dit Comité

o Atteste

. " J. Asr. BOUTHILLIER,
: ' Greﬁ'r Asst,

' Samedi,: ld ‘Janvier‘ 1829.

Ordomze, Que le dit Comité ait la permnsaxon de falre
rapport de tems a autre,

Attesté

J ANT BOUTHILLIER ‘
A ' Grreﬂ'r Asst,

Samcdz, S1 Janvzer 1829

Ordonne, Que: les Comptes “Publics pour l’annee

31828 ‘mis . devant - cette . Chambre le 97 du courant, o
‘ sment référes au d1t Comlté T

Ordormé Que les Messages de Son Excellence Pad- ,
mmlstrateur du: Gouvernement, du:27. et -du 28 du - . =
‘courant, -avec un. Etat de. certaines Depenses du Gou-

.vernement Civil qui ne sont pas encore:payées, et 'Es. .

Attesté

J ANT BOUTHILLIER L
Greﬁ'r Asst. RN

timation de Ia’ Depense Civile 'du’ Gouvernement pour' o
s ".;‘;l’année 1829, soxent référes au dlt Comxté. ST




i st

Ja:g/.

10 Geo, IV. Appendix (A a |

Appendice (A a) 4. 1820.

p—

SECOND REPORT.

"I,HE Special Committee to whom were referred
the Public Accounts for the year 1827 ; His Ex-
cctlency's Message of the, 7th December last, accom-
panied by various documents requested by the Ad-
dress of the House of the 5th December last, and also
His Excellency’s Message of the 24th December last,
rclating to the Honorable Jokn Caldwell, late Receiver
General, and the papers accompanying the said Mes-
sage, with power to report from time to time, have
agreed to the following Report in part :

Your Committee in their first Report confined them-
selves to the consideration of the last of the references
of your Honorable House, as requiring distinct and
immediate attention; They now submit their Second
Report. Your Committee have proceeded to consider
the other matters referred to them, and in order to a
distinct and separate consideration of the different

subjects (ReveNUE and EXpENDITURE,) they have cho-

sen the first of these heads for their second, leaving
the last for their third, Report. |

With a view to fulfil their duty in a manner in which

it can be useful to the House, your Committee have
thought it necessary to call for information on this
head, and on several mattersconnected therewith,
which they submit to the House, as contained in the
minutes of Evidence hereunto annexed. ‘

" That part of the reference which relates to the Col-

lectionof the Revenue has occupied much of the time *
and attention of your Committee, and as that object.

forms a prominent feature in the Accounts submitted
to their consideration, they have deemed it of primary
importance to enquire minutely into the system in
operation at the several Ports within the Province, and
into other Departments.

On the several matters which are embraced in this.
investigation, 'they have considered it necessary to-

call before them the Collector and' Comptroller and
other Officers of the Customs at Quebec, from whom
they have derived much valuable and ample informa-
tion, to which they beg leave to refer the House, un-
der its proper head in the Appendix.. The system of

collection adopted at the Port of Quebec being foun- -
ded on the practice and experience of the Mother -

Country, appears to your Committee to afford a suffi-
cient security to the-public for the faithful receipt and’
payment into the Public Treasury of this branch of

Revenue; vetit could not escape your Committee”

that the coliection, being authorized under Imperial as

well as under Provincial ' Acts, and regulated by in-
structions from the Lords of - His Majesty’s Treasury .-
and by the Commissioners of the Customs in England,

must necessarilylead to inconvenience and confusion,
and in some instances lead to abuses, which it will be
the duty of your Committee to point out. = =~ =

* Tn this Province, the establishment of the Customs:
is coeval with the existence of a’Revenue. ' Inits ori--

gin the duties cf'the Collector-were confined to collec-:

tions of ‘the. old French Duties which -existed at the
time of the Conquest,” and to:the' collection of the" "
Revenue under-various old Acts of  Parliament, some -
of which are stillin force. The former of:these were -
abolished. by the Act 14th Geo. IIL Cap. 88, and -
others substituted, vesting.the collection.ofthemin":
the Officers of ‘the Customs -at.the Port of Quebec:
‘The duties of the’ Collector of the Revenue at:that

Sl v e et e e T ek eardy

‘par Pacte  de:la 14

SECOND RAPPORT.

E Comité Spécial auquel ont été renvoyés les

Comptes Publics pour ’année mil huit cent vingt-
sept ; le Message de Son Excellence du dix-sept Dé-
cembre dernier, accompagné de divers documens, de-
mandés par une adresse de cette Chambre du cing
Décembre dernier ; et aussi le Message de Son Excel-
lence du vingt-quatre Décembre dernier, relatif &
I’Honorable John Caldwell, ci-devant Receveur-Géné-
ral, et les papiers accompagnant le dit Message, avec
pouvoir de faire rapport de temps 4 autre: a consenti
au rapport partiel qui suit': ‘

Votre Comité, dans son premier rapport, s’est borné
a la considération du dernier des renvois de votre hono-
rable Chambre ; vu qu’il demandait une attention dis-
tincte et immédiate. Il soumet aujourd’hui un second

- rapport. Votre Comité a procédé a la considération

des autres maticres 2 lui renyoyées, et afin de faire de
chaque sujet différent P’objet d’une counsidération sepa-

Appendice
(4 4)
rAm,
31 Jany.

rée, et laissant le dernier de ces chapitres pour son .

troisieme rapport, il a choisi pour son second le premier
d’entre eux, (REVENUS ET DEPENSES.) ) :

Votre Comité, dans la vue de s’acquitter de ses
devoirs d’une manitre & ce qu’ils puissent étre
utiles & la Chambre, a cru nécessaire de pren-
dre des renseignemens sur ce sujet, et sur les di-

verses matiéres qui lui sont collatéraies; et il les soumet

a la Chambre tels

qu’ils sont contenus dans’ ’enquéte
ci-annexée. S ‘

La partie du renvoi relative a la perception des Re-

venus a pris beaucoup de temps et d’artention 4 votre -

oo, ! AL . .
Comité, et cet objet formant un des traits les plus sail-.
lans dans les comptes soumjs a sa considération, il a

‘cru qu’il était d’importance majeure de s’enquérir dans

le plus grand détail a I’égard du systéme en opération,
aux différens
départemens. |

ports de la Province et dans.les autres

Sur les différentes matiéres qu’embrasse cette inves-

tigation, il a crui nécessaire d’appeler devant lui le Col-
lecteur, le Controleur et autres Officiers de 1a Douane
d Québec, dout il a obtenu beaucoup de renseignemens

voyer laChambre, sous le titre propre, dans’appendice.

‘Le systéme de perception” adopté au port de Québec

étant fondé surla pratique et I'expérience de fa Mére-
Patrie, parait 3 votre Comité piésenter une garantie
suffisante au public a I’égard de la fidélité dans la ré-

‘ception et dans le payement de cette branche des re-

venus entre les mains du Receveur Général. - Cepen-
dant il ne pouvait échapper a votre Comité, que la per-

‘ception, autorisée par des actes du parlement impérial

et par des statuts provinciaux, et réglée par des instruc-
tions de la part des lords de la trésorerie de Sa Majesté,

et par les commissaires- des douanes en dngleterre, ne

peut qu’étre exposée 4 beaucoup d’inconvénient et

‘amples et précieux,. auxquels il prend la liberté de ren- -

de confusion, et souvent donner entrée a des abus qu'il -

était du devoir de votre Comité de faire remarquer.

_Dans cette Province Pétablissement de la Douane

‘date . du_jour qu’il acommencé 'd’exister un reve nu.

Dans_ les. premiers temps -les devoirs du Collecteur ou'

Percepteur se bornaient & la collecte ‘ou perception des

anciens imp6ts: frangais, .qui , existaient “au’ tems'de la

‘conquéte, et-a-la perceptiondes.revenus percus en

vertu: d’anciens actes du’ parlement, . dont quelques-uns

sont encore en force.:  Les premiers impts furent abelis
:Geo.: I11. . chap. 88,-etil leuren -

fut substitués. d’autres, de la. perception desquels furent

-chargés les Officiers de:la Douane, au’*Port de Québec.
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Carly period were comparatively small, and their Sala-
ties and Bmolaments inconsiderable ¢ To the Salary,
at that time granted by the Lords Conuuissioners of
His Majesty’s ‘I'reasury in England, an addition was
made ot an allowance of’ Five per cent on the amount
of the Collections under the Act of 1774 above men-
tioned.  The duties of the Collector and Comptroller
do not appear to have much increased or varied for a
considerable time.  ‘The amount of Salaries to these
Ofticers were paid outof the Monies arising fromthe Re-
venue of the old Acts already mentioned, and the al-
lowance of a per centage on the Act of 1774 was retain-
ed by them previous to its being paid into the Trea-
sury here. These Nalaries and allowances granted by
the Lords of the Treasury in Lngland. and in which
the House have for a considerable time apparently
a- quiesced, seemed to be a fair remuneration to these
Officers. Your Committee are not aware that any com-
plaints were at that time madeas to the insnfficiency of
this remuneration, and although the Salaries were fixed,
yet the allowances augmented in proporticn as the du-
ties of the Oflice increased, When compared with the
Selaries and Emwoluments of other Public Officers at
that time, it must have been considered an adequate
recompense,  As the wants of the Provinee encreased,
new Reveuue Laws were fonnd necessary, and accord-
ingly the Acts 233d Geo. 111 Cap. 8, 35th Geo. I1L
Cap. 3, 41st Geo. 1 Cap. 18 & 14, 33d Geo. 11I.
Cap. 11, 55th Geo. 1il. Cap. 2, and 55th Geo. 111
Cap. 3, were successively passed.

Your Committee consider it to be their duty to ob-
serve, that the Provincial Statute 33d Geo. [ Cup.
8, is the only oue which grants specifically a Conimiis-
sion, or any allowance to the Collector or Comptroller
for their trouble and responsibility in oftice. Dy the
Act 53d Geo. 111, Cap. 11, itis expressly provided that
the Collector or Comptroller shallnot ¢ claim, nor have,
“nor retain any Fee, Prefit, or Emolunient for the col-
“lection of the Duties by this Act imposed.” The other
Revenue Acts are altogether silent on this head 5 yet,
your Committee, on referring to the Accounts of for-
mer years, find that a Commission ot Three per cent
has been allowed and paid to these Otlicers, on the
Amount of Duties collected by them under the whole
of the Provincial Acts, (with the exception of the >ta-
tute last mentioned) upon the recommendation and
Report of a Committee of the whole Council, approved
by the Governor.  This allowance of’ per centage to
the Collector and Comptroller, it appears was fixed by
His Majesty’s Exccutive Council for the Province, so
long ago as the year 17906, and has invariably been paid
to them since that period until the year:t822. On the
27th April of that year, a Special Committce of the
Executive Council reported, (which Report was con-
curred in by the whole Council, and approved by the
Governor on the Gith June following,) that ¢iu the ab-
« sence of Legislative Authority. for payment of any
 Commission to the Collector and Comptroller fou
« the collecting of any Duties in virtue of the Pro-
« vincal Statutes, with the sole exception of those
“ jmposed by the 35d Geo. III. Cap. 8, this Com-
« mittee feel it their bounden duty to state to your
“ Excellency, that, in their opinion, the principle laid
¢« down by the Order in Council of the 29th Septem-
“ ber 1796, cannot be longeracted upon, and that no
« allowance of Commission upon any of the Duties le-

“ vied in virtue of the Provincial Statutes, except Three

« per cent upon the amount of those received under
« the 83d Geo. 1. Cap. 8, as aforesaid, can be paid
“ to the Collector and Comptroller of His Majesty’s

« Customs at the.Port of Quebec, until the Legislature:
“ shall have provided specific Funds for that purpose.”

. ¢ The Commiittee further beg leave tostate, that the
“

(13
¢ their receiving any Commission upon the Duties

same -reasoning and objections also apply to the
« Collectors and other superior Officers at the Ports of'
St. Juhw's, Cotran du Lec and Chateauguay, against’

A cette période reculée, étaient pen de chose comparés &
ce quils sont aujourd’hui ; leurs salaires et émolumens
Ctaient aussi peu considérables.  Au salaire qui fut
alloué dans le temps, parles Lords Commissaives de la
Trésorerie de Sa Muajesté en Angleterre, il fut ajouté
une commission de cing par ceat sur le montant des
revenus levés en vertu de Pacte de 1774, ci dessus
mentionné.  Pendant un temps assez considérable, les
devoirs du Collecteur et du Contrdleur ne paraissent
pas avoir beaucoup augmenté ni vari¢. Le montant des
salaires de ces olficiers se payaient sur les deniers prove-
nant du revenu des anciens actes ci-dessus mentionnés,
et ils retenaient In commission sur le revenu de 'acte de
de 1774, avant qu’ils le versassent dans la caisse pro-
vinciale,  Ces salaires et ces commissions alloucs par
les lords de la Trésorerie en dAngleterre et auxquels
cette Chambre a semblé acquiescer, durant un temps
considérable, paraissent v’étre qu’une rémunération
Juste pour les services de ces officiers. Votre Comité
ignore qu’il ait été alors fait aucune plainte sur Pinsof-
fisance de cette remunération, ct quoique les salaives
fussent fixes, cependant les honoraires ou commissions
angmentaient a proportion que les devoirs de leur oflice
gaccroissaient.  Si on les a comparés aux salaires et
traitemens  des  autres Ofhiciers publics, dans e
temps, ils out du paruitre une récompense sutlisante.
A mesure que les besoins de la Province se sont accrus,
de nouvelles lols de subside sont devenues néeessaires,
et cu conséquence Pon a passé successivement les actes
de la83e. Geo. I11. chap. 8; 385e. Geo. 111 chap. 8;
41e. Geo. 111 Chap. 18 et {4, 33e. Geo. 111. Chap.
11, 53c. Geo. IL chap. € ei la 53¢, Geo. 111. chap. 5.

Votre Comité croit devoir observer que le Statut
Provincial de 83c. Genrge 11, Chap. 8, estle scul
qui allone une commission ou des honoraires au Col-
lecteur et au Controleur, en considération de leur trou-
ble et de la responsabilit¢ de leur charge.  Lacte dela
33e. George LI, Chap. 11, contient nne disposition
expresse, a.ce que le Collecteur ni le Contrdleur ¢ ne

¢ demandent, n’aient ni ne retiennent aucun honoraire,

« profit ni ¢molument pour la perception des droits im-
“ posés pour cet acte.” Les autres actes de subside
gardent le silence sur ce sujet.  Cependant en recou-
rant aux comptes des années prée dentes, Votre Comité
trouve qu’il a €té alioué et payé, & ces ofliciers, une
commission de cing par cent, sur le montant des droits
par eux levés, envertu de fous les Actes provinciaux,
(2 Pexception du Statut mentionné en dernier licu.)
sur larecommandation et le rapport d’'un Comité de
tout le Conseil, approuvé parle Gouverneur. Cette
commission de tant par cent, an profit du Collecteur et
du Controleur, parait avoir ¢t fixee par le - Conseil
Ex: cutif de Sa Majesté en cette Province, dés PAnnce
1796, et leur.a été reguliérement payée depuis cette épo-
que jusqu’a PAnnie 1822, Le 27 ’Avril de cette

Annce, un Comiti: Spicial du Conseil Lxécutif rap-.

porta, (lequel rapport tut agreé par tout le Conseil, et
approuvé par le Gouverneur, le 6 Juin suivant,) que
* dans P'absence de Pautorit¢ 1gislative a ’égard. du
¢ payement d’une Commission au Collecteur et au Con-
« troleurpour la perception des droits levés en vertu des
““ actes provinciaux, a Pexception unique de ceux impo-
“ sés par la 33e. George 111 Chap. 8, ce comit: se croit

‘ absolument obligé de déclarer & Votre Excellence =

*¢ que, dans son opinion, on ne peut agirplus longtemps
““ sur le principeposé et avance par Pordre en Conseil
“du 29 Septembre 1796, et qu'on ne peut payer au
* Collecteur ni au Contrdleur des Douanes ‘de Sa Ma-
¢ jesté an port de Québec, aucune commission sur aucun
“ des droits levés en vertu des Statuts provinciaux,  si
““ ce n’est trois par cent sur le montant ' de' cenx pergus

“ en vertu de la 33e. Genrge 111 Chap, 8 commesus: -
“ dit, jusqu’a ce que lalégislature ait affecté un fonds -

“ npécial a cet objet. -

“ Le Comité demande de plus qu’il lui soit"ﬁe:;fr“lisffde :

“ dire queles mémes raisons et les mémes: objections

““ sappliquent également aux Collecteurset autres Of- -
« ficiers Supérieurs aux ports de S.+Jean, du Céteau du ..
“ Lac etde Chateauguuy, et s'opposent 3 ce qu'ils re-

. coivent

A. 1829,
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¢ in virtue of. the :Provincial Statutes 33d .Geo. IIL.
- % cap. 8, instead of the above-mentioned sum of £143
-4 12s.. 8d. ; because the; Statute (38d  Geo. I1I. cap.-
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‘“ by them respectively collected, under the 59th Geo.
« 11I. cap. 4, as that Statute makes no provision what-
« ever, forsuch purpose.” ‘

Thus your Committee find, that in the absence of
any Legislative authority for the remuneration of the
Officers of the Customs, His Majesty’s Executive Coun-
cil for the Province, with the approbation of the Go-
vernor for the time being, have formerly thought it
‘expedient to make an allowance to the Collector and
Comptroller of the Customs, of the nature of a per
centage on their collections under Provincial and other
Acts, thereby imposing a heavy burthen on the people,
without their consent or approbation signified by their
Representatives.

Your Committee, however, are prepared to state,
that since the aforesaid period, the Executive Council,
acting in the capacity of Auditors of Public Accounts,
have discountenanced every charge made by the Col-
lector and Comptroller of the Customs at the Port of
Quebec, of a per. centage on their collections under
Provincial Acts, with the exception of that authorised
by the Act 33d. Geo. 111. cap. 8, and, accordingly, a
Committec of that Body, upon an Account rendered
by the Collector of the Customs at Quebee, reported
in the month of February 1826, that ¢ upon the total
“ amount of the Duties levied between the 10th Oc-
“ tober, 1822 and the 5th July 1825, under and by
« virtue of the following Provincial Statutes, viz : 33d
“ Geo. IIL. cap. 8. 35th Geo.Ill. cap. 3, 41st. Geo.
« IIL cap. 14, 53d. Geo. 111. cap. 11, 55th Geo. IIL.
“ cap. 2, and 55th Geo. IIL cap. 3, and the following
« Statutes of the Imperial Parliament, viz : 3d Geo.
« 1V. cap. 44, 3d Geo. I'V. cup. 45, and 3d Geo. 1V,
“ cap. 119, the Collector has retained a per centage,
¢ (at therate of 24 per cent,) and that the whole of the
¢« per centage has been, by the Collector, taken out of
 the Duties levied in the Quarter ending the 5th
¢« July 1825, except the amount he may have detained
#¢ for the Duties levied under the Imperial Acts, 3d
“ Geo TV.cap. 44 and 45, and 3d Geo. IV. cap. 119
“ previous to that Quarter, which was deducted from
* former Accounts. " ‘ |

¢ The sums which have been thus retained, and con-
% stitute the amount of his per centage, are, in refer-
« ence to the above-mentioned Statutes respectively,
« as follows, viz : . ‘

~« Retained on the Provincial Statute
- «33d Geo. I1L. cap. 8, £143 12 8
- “ do. on the 58d Geo. 111 cap. 11, and

“ 55th CGeo. 1L cap,2, 1331 13 5%
* do. on the 35th Geo. IIl. cap.8, 1793 17 3
*do. onthe 41st Geo. I[IL cap. 14& = .
1052 03

«“55th Geo. I11. cap. 3,

it Gt

£4321 8 73

« On the Imperial Statutes 8d Geo. IV. cap.
“44, and 45, a sum which cannot be
“ ascertained; for the reasons herein-after

Memoire.
“ given. S

~« Onthe Impéi'iél YStatut‘é,\ 3d Geo. IV. o
- Scap. 119, £348 19. 0} sterling equal ~387 14 5}

“ in Currency, to -

. #4708 18 1

«Upon _these several Items of the several sums re- -
. tained by the Collector, -the. Committee are humbly
4 of opinion 3. .. .. - L L

. % 1st. That the Collector 1s entltledtoretam the sum |
- s of £172 7s..2d., -upon the amount levied under and

¢ Do. surla4le Geo. I1I. Chap, 14 et

¢ coivent aucunecommission sur les droits qu’ils pergoi-
“ vent respectivement, en vertu de Pacte 59 George

4. 1829.
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“IIL Chap. 4, attendu que ce Statut ne renferme 81 Jony.

* aucune disposition a cet ¢gard.”

Ainsi Votre Comité trouve que dans I’absence de
toute autorité législative, a I’égard de la rémunération
des Officiers des Douanes, le Conseil Exécutif' de Sa
Majesté en cette Province, a autrefois, avec 'approba-
tion du Gouverneur pour le temps d’alors, été d’avis
qu’il était expédient d’accorder, au Collecteur et au
Controleur des Douanes, une remunération, en forme
de commission sur le montant de leurs perceptions,
faites en vertu d’actes provinciaux et autres, imposant
par la, sur e peuple, nne charge pesante, sans son con-
sentement ni son approbation signifiee par ses représen-
tans. ‘ ,

Cependant votre comit® est prét a dire, que depuis
Pcpoque susdite ‘le Conseil Ex cutit, agissant dans sa
capacité &’ Auditenr des Compte publics, a désalloué
Ies articles portés, parle Collecteur et le Controleur des
Douanes au port de Québec,pour une commission sur le
montant des revenus par eux pergus en vertu des actes
provinciaux, i ’except.on de celle autorisée par Pacte
de la 33c. Geo. II1. Chap. 8, et en conséquence un co-
mité de ce corps, chargé d’examiner un compte rendu
par le Collecteur et le Contrdleur des Douanes & Qué-
bee, rapporta, en Janvier 1826 ¢ que sur le mountant
« total des droits percus, depuis le 10 Octohre 1822
«jusqu'au 5 Juillet 1825, par Pautorité et en vertu
¢ des actes provinciaux suivans, savoir : 33e. Geo. I11.
« Chap. 8, 35, Geo. IlI. Chap. 8, 4le. Gceo. 111,
« Chap. 14, 58e. Geo. 11I. Chap. 11, 55e. Geo. 111,
« Chap. 2, et 55e. Geo. II1. Chap. 3; et des Statuts
“suivans du Parlement Impérial, savoir: 3e. Geo.
«“IV.Chap. 44 ; se. Geo. 1V. Chap. 45, et 3 Gro.
«“ IV. Chap. 119, Ie Collecteur a retenu une commis-
“sion de 24 par cent, et que le montant entier de
¢ cette. commission a ¢té par lui (le Collecteur) pris
“sur les droits pergus dans le trimestre qui finit le 5
« Juillet 1825, excepté le montant qu'il peut avoir re-
“tenu pour la perception des droits levés en vertu des
« Actes Impériaux de la 3e. Geo. IV. Chaps. 44 et
45, et de la 3e. Geo. IV. Chap. 119, antérieurement a
“ ce trimestre, lequel fut déduit des comptes précédens.

“ Les sommes qui ont été ainsi retenues, et qui
forment le montant de sa Commission, ‘sont respective-
ment en rapport avec les Actes ci-dessus mentionnés,
comme suit, savoir :—

« Retenn sur le Statut Provincial de la

. < 83e Geo. III. Chap. 8, £143 12 8
« Do. sur la 53e Geo. I1L. Chap. il et
« 55e Geo. I1l. Chap. 2, 1831 13 5%
- ¢ Do. sur la 35e. Geo. I1I. Chap. 8, ‘_,”_1793 17 8.

s5e. Geo. IIL Chap. 3, 1052 0 '8
£4321 8 73
¢ Surles Statuts Impériaux de laY
¢ 3e Geo.lV. Chaps. 44 et 45, une
¢ Somme dont on w’a pu consta- > Mémoire.
.¢ ter le montant, pour les raisons :
“ ci-aprés données, o '
- Sur le Statut Impérial de'la 3e Geo. '
¢« IV, Chap. 119, £348 19 0} Sterling, :
-« ¢ggal, en courant, & ' £387 14 5}
|  2a07 18 1

« APégard des divers articles des sommes. diverses

-que le Collecteur a ainsi retenues, le Comité est d’avis :

~« 1o, Que le Collectenr a droit de prélever la é‘on";-‘

% me-de £172 7:2 surle Montant percu en vertu du
.% Statut Provincial ‘de la 33e' Geo. II1. Chap. 8, au
.« lien de.la Somme ci-dessus mentionnée de £143 12 8,
o .. parce que le Statut 33e Geo. III. Chap. 8,) a statué
L) D T e

' que



Appendix
(J\ A.)
. A o

S1st Jan.

1

0 Geo. IV, Appendix (A4))

A. 1829,

ot

Appendice (Aa.;

£

-

<

-

-

€«
111
(4

“"©

"

<

-

¢

-

-

¢
L3

-

-

4

~

[}

<

€

-

L]

-

[}

«

-
-

-

S

(3

"

(1]

[

[
[1

-

-

[4

€t
113
113

<

"

<

L

-

[

-

§

€

N

¢

[

-

€

€

-

L1
L]

"

-

€

~

€

"

1

-

€

L

Y

[ 19
(ﬁ
(13
[
(11

<€

-

- % The Committec is fnrthér of opinion, that the Col. . .

‘46

(13
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8,) has enacted, ¢ that the Duties thereby levied,
shall be paid by the Collector, to the Recciver Ge-
neral, deducting therefrom for levying, &c. three
per cent,” and the deduction has been made by the

Collector, at the rate of 2} per cent only.

¢ That the Collector is not entitled to retain the sum
of £1331 18s. 5% upon the amount levied under the
Provincial Statutes, 33d Geo. LIL cap. 11, and 57th
Geo. 1L cap. 2, because these Statutes have ex-
pressly enacted, ¢ that the Collector shall not claim
nor have, nor refain, any Fee, Profit or emolument,
for the collection of the Duties by these Acts impos-
ed.?

¢« That the Collector is not entitled to retain the sum
of £1052 0s. 3d. upon the amount levied under the
Provincial Statutes, 41st Geo. I11. cap. 14,and 55th
Geo. III. cap. 3, because those Statutes have not
authorized any deduction from the amount levied
under their authority ; but on the contrary arc en-
tirely silent on the subject.

s« and. That the Collector is not entitled to retain
the sum of £1793 17s. 3d. upon the amount levied
by the 35th Geo. 111. cap. 8, because that Statute,
(Sec. 16,) has expressly enacted, ‘that the monies
which shall arise by the rates and dutics thereby im.
posed, shall be paid at the end of every Quarter,
into the hands of the Receiver General, without
deduction.

«« That the Collector is not entitled to retain any sum
whatever upon the monies levied under the Dritish
Statutes, 3d Geo. IV, cap. 44 and 45 ; because, by

the Letters of the Commissioners of the Customs of

the 9th April 1525, to the Collector, heis directed

- to repay any monies he may have received under the

Acts 3d Geo. IV. cap. 44 and 45 ; and the Treasury
Letter of the 30th March 1825, informs the Com-
missioners of the Customs, that the directions of the
Board (¢ e of the Treasury) were intended to apply
the Dutiescollected under the Act 8d.Geo. IV. cap.
119, a direction which the Committee beg lew= to
observe, perfectly coincides with the opinion the
Committee have just now expressed, upon the claim
of the Collector, to a percentage on the amount levied
by the Provincial Statutes, 41st Geo IIL. cap. 14, and
55thGea. 111 cap. 8. Inasmuch as the Statute 3d Geo.
IV. cap. 119, upon which the Treasuryhasallowed the
2% per cent, has, by the ¢th Section, expressly authoriz-
ed, ¢ the deduction of the necessary charges of raising,
collecting, levying, recovering, answering, paying
and accounting, for the Duties thercby levied,’ while
the Statutes 3d Geo. IV. cap. 44 and 45, upon which
the Treasury have not allowed any per centage, and
ordered the Collector to refund, contain no such
authority, but on the contrary are entirely silent on
the subject. |

“ The Committee have to add, that it has not been
in their power to ascertain the amount of the sum
retained by the Coliector, out of the proceeds of the
British Acts, 3d. Gen. IV. cap. 44 and 45, as no
account of the sum levied, orof the deductions made
under these Statutes, has been rendered by the
Collector to His Majesty’s Provincial Government ;
but they have deemed it necessary to submit to the
consideration of Your ‘Excellency, the observations
which they have made upon the Collector’s right to
retain a per centage out of the proceeds of these
Statutes, because it is evident, from the directions
to refund which he has received from the Commis-
sioners of the Customs, that a per centage of some
description has been by him deducted, and is  yet
retained by himn. | :

lector is.not entitled to retain any sum whatever

upon the amount of any Duties imposed by any Pro-

vincial Statute, which has been continued or re-

vived by the 28thor any other, Section of the Imperial

Statute

<«
(19
(13
(13
113

13

(11
[ 1]
‘¢
(11
(X3
[ 13

£¢

111
ob
(13
113
[ {3

[

13
[13
4

o~

<

-~

(11
(13
13
[
[11
[13
(11
[
<

[

(1)

»

[

~

€

"

(11

4

-

(13
3

N

<

-

¢

«

-

Y

L3

[3

-

[19
{4
€

-

L3

~

<

-

o~

[4

-

({3

(14

)

4

~

[ 13
(13
[13
113
(14

(14

11

¢
(43
({3

que toutes les monnaies qui pourront provenir des
dits droits seront payés par le Collecteur entre les
mains du Receveur-Géndral, déduisant  d'icelies
pour leur peine de lever, &c. trois parcent,” et la

déduction w’a été faite par le Collectenr qu’a raison

de 2% par cent.

« Que le Collecteur n’a pas droit de retenir la som-
me de £1331 13 53, surle Montant pergu en vertu
des Statuts Provinciaux 53¢ Gea, 11 Chap. 11, ct
et 55¢ Geo. I11, Chap. 2, parce que ces Ntatuts ont
une disposition expresse a Peffet <« que le Collecteur
ou Contrdleur ne pourra prétendre, ni avoir, ni re-
tenir aucun hovoraire, profit ou ¢molument pour la
perception des Droits imposés par le présent Acte.”
« Que le Collecteur v’a pas droit de retenir la som-
me £1052 0 3. sur le montant pergn en vertu
des Statuts Provinciaux 4le Geo. III. chap. 14 et
55¢ Geo. II1. chap. 3, parce que ces Statuts n’ont
autoris¢ aucune déduction dumontaut pergu en verta
de ses dispositious, mais qu’au contraire ils gardent
le silence a cet égard.

“ 20. Que le Collecteur n’a pas droit de retenir la
somme de £1793 17 3, sur le montant pergu en vers
tu de la 35¢ Geo. [11. chap. 8, parce que ce Statut
(Sect. 16) renferme une disposition expresse a Ueffet
que “toutes telles monnaics serout payées & la fin
de chaque Quartier cntre fes mains du Receveur-Gé.
néral, &e. sans déduction.

«« Que le Collectenr n’a droit de prélever ancune
somme quelconque sur les deniers peigus en vertu
des Statuts Britanniques de la 3e. Geo. IV, chaps.
44 et 45 ; parce que les i.cttres des Commissaires
des Douanes, en date du 9 Avril 1825, lni ordon-
nent (au Collecteur) de renihourser tous les deuniers
qu’il peut avoir regus sur la perception des droits
levés en vertu des Actesde la 8e. Geo. 1V. chaps.
44 et 45 ; et la lettre de la I'résorie, en date du 30
Mars 1825, informe les Commissaires des Douanes
que les ordres du Bureau (c’est-a-dire de la Tréso-
rerie,) avaient été donnés dans la vue de les appli-
quer aux droits percus en vertu de PActe 3e Geo.
IV. chap. 119; etle Comité prend la liberté de taire
observer la coincidence qui existe entre cet ordre et
Popinion que le Comité a déja émisc sur la préten-
tion du Collecteur a une Commission sur le montant
percu en vertu des actes provinciaux de la 41e Geo.
ITL. chap. 14, et de la 55¢ Geo. 11I. chap. 8—d’au-
tant plus que le Statut de la 8¢ Geo. 1V. 119, sur
lequel la Trésorcrie a alloué une Commission de 2}
par cent a expressément autorisé, par la 9e Section,
la déduction des frais nécessaires de levée, percep-
tion, collection, recouvrement, payement et reddi-
tion de compte d’iceux,” tandis que les Statuts 3e
Geo. IV. chaps. 44 et 45, surlequel la Trésorerie n’a
alloué aucune commission, le Collecteur ayant eu au
contraire injonction de rembourser, ne renferme au-
cune disposition semblable, et garde un profond si-
lence & cet égard. . Le Comité doit ajouter qu’il a
été hors de son pouvoir de’ constater fe montant de
lasomme retenue par le Collecteur sur les Revenus
des Actes britanniques 3e Geo. IV. chaps. 44 et 45,
le Collecteur n’ayant rendu au Gouvernement Pro-
vincial de Sa Majesté aucun compte des sommes
pergues, non plus que des prél¢vemens faits sur les
Revenus de ces Actes; mais 1} a cru nécessaire de
de soumettre a la considération de Votre Excellence
les observations qu’il a faites sur le droit qu’a le Col-

lecteur de préiever ou retenir une commission sur

les Revenus de ces Statuts, parce qu’il est évident,
par les injonctions qu'il a reques de rembourser de la
part des Commissaires ‘des Douanes, qu’il adéduit
une Commission de quelque espéce, et qu'il la re<

tient encore. , T
« Le Comité est d’avis en outre que le Collecteur
n’adroit de retenir aucune somme d’argent quel-
‘conque sur le montant d’aucuns droits imposés par
quelqu’un des Actes Provinciaux qui ont été con-
tinués ou remis en. force par la 28e, ou par

S ~ autre

toute
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¢ Statute, 3d Geo. IV, cap. 119, because the Provinci-
« g] Statute thereby revived and continued do not for
« the rcasons hereiafter given, authorize the deduc-
¢ tion of any per centage ; and the Imperial Statute,
«“ 3d Geo. 1V. cap. 119, in the 28th Section, has ex-
« pressly enacted, that, these Duties shall be payable,
¢« and shall be' levied according to the provisions con-
« tained in the Provincial Acts, by which they were
“ imposcd.

« That the Collector, according to the Treasury Mi-
« nute of the 30th March 1825 (out of the sum of
£348 19s. OWd. sterl., which he has withheld as his
““ per centage on the Statutes 8rd Geo. IV. cap. 119)
is entitled to retain the sum of £235 9s. &id, sterl,,
« and no more, that sum being at the rate of 2; per
¢« cent, being all he can claim upon the amount of the
« new Dutics as before stated, being the only Duties
¢ Jevied under that Statute, upon which, for the per-
sons before given, the Collector is entitled to any
¢ centage.

-

-
N

-
"

~

« I'rom'the preceding statement it follows :

“ '{'hat in the opinion of this Committece the Collec-

tor without any legal or sufficientauthority has taken

out of the Public Monies, and still retains the sum

s of £4274 17s. 11d. currency, and further the sum

« which he may have received upon the Duties of the

¢« 3rd Geo. IV. cap. 44 and 45, and the Committee are

humbly of opinion that the Collector should be or-
¢ dered to refund this sum, and to pay the amount

« into the hands of the Receiver General immedi-

¢ ately. '

-« "The Committee are also humbly of opinion that
the Collector should be ordered to render forthwith
a particular and detailed account of the total amount

« of the snms levied and reccived by him under the

« above-mentioned Statutes of the 3rd Geo. IV. cap.

44 and 45, and of the per centage which he has re-
tained. : ‘

+ ¢ The Committec in Justice to tkemselves decem it.

proper to add, that the Collector was by the Com_

‘mittee twice required to attend them upon his Ac

counts, and they would have been happy to have

stated any grounds which he might have offered to
them in justification of his conduct in retaining the
sum stated, but as he did not in either instance sec
¢ fit to attend, they have nothing to offer on this sub-
« ject.”
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Your Committee have further to remark, that not-

withstanding the Committee of the whole Council, by

_their Report of the 27th April 1822, which' Report

was approved by the then Governor in Chief, declared
that no Legislative authority existed for the payment
of any commission to the Collector at the Port of S¢.
John, yet they find that the aceounts of  that oficer,
containing a charge of 2} per cent for Commission on
his Collections at that Port, have continued to be al-
lowed by that Body, and that -the -system of making
allowances to Public officers as a compensation for ser-
vices rendered in the absence of any Legislative provi-.
sion for that purpose, is still adhered to and acted upon
with the like effect but too frequently on other occa-
sions. o 3 I -

" .Inthe course of their investigations on this subject,
your Committee find that by another Report of the
Exccutive Council of the 1st May 1823, objections

~ were taken to a.charge made by the Collector in his

- 8rd Geo. IV.:cap. 119, because there did not appear -

account ending 5th January 1823, of a Commission of
2} per cent on his Collections-under the' Imperial Act

by the Act-any:'direct or-ceunstructive' authority' to

~ warrant the charge. . '

-+ The Committeee- of the Executive' Council, never- -

- theless, in their Report -of* 1st' Februay ‘1826, recom-

~.mend that the allowance': of a: Commission -of'2} per.
- cent to the Collector upon the new Duties imposed by

that-Act, for. which the Collector has produced the

.

authority of the Lords- of -His- Majesty’s Treasoryin"
S | S . England

¢

-~

autre Section du Statut. Impérial 3e Geo. III. chap.
119, parce que les Statuts Provinciaux, que cet
Acte britannique continue- ou fait revivre, n’auto-
risent pas, pour les raisons ci-haut données, la dé-
duction d’aucune Commission ; et que la 28e Sec-
tion de cet Acte Impérial déclare expressément que
ces droits seront payables. et percus en conformité
des dispositions contenues. dans les Actes Provin.
ciaux quiles imposent. ‘ :
“ Que le Collecteur, en conformité de-la minute de
la Trésorerie du 30 Mars 1825, (sur la somme. de
#£348 19 0f sterling qu’il a prélevée, comme sa
commission sur les revenus du Statut 3e Geo. III.
chap. 119) adroit de retenir la somme de £235 9
8% sterling et pas d’avantage, cettesomme étant sur
le pied de 2% par cent, et formant tout ce qu’il peut
réclamer sur le montant des nouveaux droits, comme
ci-dessus mentionné, lesquels . droits sont, de tous
ceux percus en vertu.de cet Acte, les seuls sur les-
quels, pour les raisons ci-haut données, le Collec-
teur ait droit a4 une commission, (‘per.centage ). .

“ Il Sensuit des faits ci-dessus. énoncés, dans
Popinion de ce Comité, que le Collecteur, . sans au-
torité légale ni suffisante, a retenu et retient en-
core, sur les deniers publics, la somme de £4274
17 11 courant ; et de plus la somme qu’il peut avoir
reque sor les Droits de la e Geo. 1V. Chaps. 44. et
85, et le Comité est bumblement d’opinion - que le
Collecteur devrait recevoir injonction de restituer
cetic somme, et d’en payer immédiatement le mon-
entre les mains du Receveur-Général. S
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¢ Le Comité est aussi humblement d’opinion que
le Collecteur devrait recevoir ordre de rendre ini-
médiatement un Compte particulier et détaillé du
mentant intégral des sommes.par lui pergues et re-
cues, en vertu des Statuts- ci-dessus mentionnés de
“ la 3e Geo. IV. chapitres 44 et 45, et de la Commis-
“ sion qu’il a retenue. S

““ Le Comité, en justice pour lui-méme, croit de-
voir ajouter, qu’a deux reprises le Collecteur a été
requis de se rendre devant lui pour répondre sur ses
Comptes, et il aurait été bien aise d’avoir entendu
les raisons qu’il aurait pu offrir en justification desa
conduite dans le prélévement de.la somme mention-
née, mais cet Officier n’ayant pasjugé A propos de
venir devant le Comité, dans I’un ni Pautre cas,
celui-ci n’a rien 2 offiir sur ce sujet.”
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Votre Comité a de plus & remarquer que, malgréla
déclaration du Comité .du Conseil, dans son rapport

- du 27 Avril 1822, qui fut approuvé par.le Gouverneur
-en Chef d’alors,, qu’il . w’existait. aucune disposition 16-

gislative . pour autoriser le payement de quelque com-
mission que ce soit au Collecteur du Port de St. Jean,
il se trouve cependant. que ce corps n’en - a.pas moins
depuis alloué les Comptes de cet Officier, contenant un
article de 2L par cent de commission sur. ses percep-
tions & ce Port,et que dans ce cas I’on a adopté et suivi

Tle systéme d’accorder des Emolumens aux Officiers pu-

b_lics en corlsidération de. services. rendus, sans: qu’il-y
ait pour cet objet aucune. disposition législative, etil
craint qu’on n’en 2it agi de méme quetrop fréquement

en d’autres occasions. . .

‘Dans’ le cours de ses.recherches sur ce sujet, votre
Comité a trouvé par un autre Rapport du Conseil Exé-
cutif du 1er. Mai 1828, qu’on fit cbjection & un article
porté par le Collecteur™dans son- Compte,. finissant le 5
Janvier 1823, pour une commission de 2} par- cent sur
ses perceptions en vertu de:’Acte..Impérial: 3e. Geo.
IV. chapitre 119, car ni la lettre de cet:Acteen. termes
expres, ni l'interprétation qu’on en pourrait faire ne
paraissent justifier ‘I’allocation_de cet article, *' Néan-
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moins, le Comité du Conseil Exécutif, .dans:son Raps

port du ler, Février 1826, recommande de continuer &

- allouer une commission de 2% par, cent, au Collecteur,
sur. les nouveaux Droits imposés par.cet. Acte,  'appui
de quoi le Collecteur a produit 'autorité des Lords de -

la“Trésorerie de Sa Majesté en dngleterre.  Votre Co-
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England, be continued. Your Committee are at a loss
to explain the right thus assumed by the Lords of the
Treasury to apportion any part of the Revenue raised
on the people of this Province, to any officer within
or without the Colony, without the sanction of its Le-
gislature, and they are of opinion that such an allow-
ance is illegal and unconstitutional, and therefore re-
commend that such sums as may have been retained by
the Collector for per centage under that Act should be
refunded. :

The researches of your Committee have enabled
them to point out to your Honorable House, an abuse
which they are of opmion ought to be corrected. Sci-
zures to a considerable amount have been made at the
Port of Quebec, and at other places within the Pro-
vince, under the Provisions of the Imperial Act Gth
Geo. I'V. cap. 114, and others, and that the produce of
these seizures has been distributed in the usual propor-
tions ;—one-third to His}Majesty, one-thirdto the Col-
lector, and one-third to the seizing officer; the pro-
portion accruing to His Majesty has been remitted to
the Commissioners of the Customs under the 63th sec-
tion of said Act. Although the law seems to favour
such a coursc of proceeding, yet your Committee are
of opinion that it could not have been the intention of
the Imperial Legislature to grant to the King, a Reve-
nue arising from any forfeitures within the Colony, but
that the proportion of such foifcitures aceruing to His
Majesty, oughtlike all other forfeitureshere, tohavebeen
applied to the Public uses of the Province under the
direction of its Legislature. In this opinion your Com-
mittee are confirmed by the fact, that the Dutices raised
under the Act 14th Geo. 111 cap. 88, scc. 5, for the
usc of His Majesty, and those under Provincial Acts
payable also to His Majesty, and all fines and other
forfeitures within the Colony have hitherto, under the
authority of the Legislature, and under the direction of
His Majesty’s Government in England, been invariably
applied to the public uses therein. The Oflicers of the
Revenue at the Ports of St. Jokn and Coteaw du Lac
have paid his Majesty’s proportion of similar seizures
into the hands of the Receiver General, and accounted

- for to the Province. Therefore your Committee would

humbly suggest the adoption of such measures as to
your Honor able House may seem meet to secure to the
Province this source of Revenue.

Upon _the abolishment . of Tees to the Custom
House Ofticers at the Port of Quebee, and the adop-
tion of Salaries in lieu thercof, an Establishment was
formed for that Port and transmitted to the proper au-
thorities here, by the Commissioners of the Customs
in England, a List of which'Establishment forms part
of the Appendix (B) to this Report. Your Commit-
tec find that an augmentation to that Establishment
was subsequently made upon the application of the
Collector at Quebec, and accordingly the Commissi-

oners of Customs state that they will recommend to-

the Lords of the Treasury the placing of four Clerks
on the Establishment, at the collective rate of £850

sterling per annum, and, in the interim, they allow

the Collector to take eredit for the same, from the
5th January 1820, until further .order,s. ‘ ‘

The Warehousekeeper likewise. upon, his own ap-

plication, obtained the appointment of a Locker at-

thie rate of 4s. per diem. 7
The Surveyor of the Customs at Quebec, also, on

~his own application, obtained the appointment of a

Clerk'in his office, at a salary ot £100 per annum.

- A Messenger has also been appointed on the recom-

mendation of the Surveyor General, Mr. Woodhouse,

at the rate of 4s. per
absolutely necessary.

‘It does not appear that the Lords of the Tl'éaSU1°y

day, to be employed only when

have ever approved of recommendation of the Commis-.
o o ‘ \ sioners

Messager,

mit¢ ne sait comment expliquer le droit que sc sont ar-
rogé¢ les Lords de la Trésorerie de distribuer ainsi, a
des Officiers dans la Colonie et au dehors, une portion
quelconque des Revenus levés sur le peuple de cette
Province, sans Passentiment de la Législature, et il est
d’opinion qu’une semblable autorisation est illégale et
inconstitutionnelle, et il recommande en conséquence
de faire rembourser les sommes qui peuvent avoir été
prélevées ct retenucs par le Collecteur, en forme de
commission, surles Droits percus en vertu de cet Acte.

Les recherches, qu’a faites votre Comité, ’ont mis en
¢tat de faire remarquer, i votre honorable Chambre,
un abus qui, selon lui, doit étre corrigé.  On a fait
au Port de Québee et en d’autres endroits dans la Pro-
vince, des saisies d’une valeur considérable, en vertu
des dispositions de I’Acte Impérial -Ge. George 1V.

chapitre 144 ct d’autres, ctl’on a distribué le produit

de cessaisies dans les proportions ordinaires, savoir par
tiers entre Sa Majesté, entre le Collecteur ctentre
I'Oflicier saisissant 3 Ja part revenant & Sa Majesté
a ¢téremise entre les mains des Commissaires des
Douancs, en vertu de la 68e. Scction du dit Aecte.
Quoiquela loi semlbic autoriser une pareille manicre
de procéder, votre Comité est néanmoins ¢'opinion,
que Tintentien de la Législature Impériale n’a pu
étre d'accorder an Rei un Revenu, provenant des
confiscations faites dans la Colonie, mais que telles
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confiscations au profit de Sa Majesté, auraient db,

com:me toutes les auntres confiscations qui ont lien
dans la Provinee, ¢tre appliquées aux usages pu-
blies d'icelle, sous le contrdle de la Législature.
Votre Comité est dautant plus confirmé dans cette
opinion, que les Droits levés en vertu dela 14e.
Geo.I11. chapitre 88, Section 5, pour I'usage de Sa
Majesté, de méme que ceux pergus en vertu des
Actes Provinciaux aussi payables & Sa Majrsté, et
que toutes les amendes et autres confiscations im-
posts dans la Colonic, ont ¢&té jusqu’ici appli-
qués invariablement aux usages publics. d’icelle,
sous lantorité de la Législature et la surveillance
du Geuvernement de Sa Majesté cn dnglelerre.  Les
Officiers de Douanc an Port de St. Jean et au. Céteaw
du Lac ont aussi pay¢ la part de Sa Majesté, dans de

- semblables saisies, entre les mains du -Receveur-

Général, et en ont- rendu compte & la Provinee.
C’est pourquoi votre Comité suggérerait humble-
ment I'adoption de telles mesures, que votre Hono-
able Chambre trouvera convenable, pour assurer
A la Province eette source de Revenu. ‘
Lors de I’abolition des émolumens de Douanc et de
Padoption de traitemens fixes en leur lieu, pour les

'Officiers de Douane au Port de Québec, il fut formé

pour ce port un établissement qui fut transmis aux au-
torités propres ici, par les Commissaires des Douanes

en Angleterre, ctla liste de cet établisement fait partie

de I’ Appendice (B) annexé i ce rapport. Votre Comité -

trouve” que sur la demande du Collecteur de Québec, il
fut fait subséquemment une augmentation a cet étab-
lissement, et en conséquence les Commissaires des

Douanes disent qu’ils vont recommander aux Lords de

la Trésorcrie ‘de placer dans Pétablissement quatre
Commis, 4 raison pour tous de £850 sterling par an,
ct dans Pintervalle, ils font au Collecteur un crédit d’au-

~tant, a commencer au 5 Janvier 1820, jusqw’d nouvel

ordre..
Le Gardien

des Magasins publics a aussi demandé et

obtenu la nomination d’un’Commis dans' son Bureau, -

avec un salaire de £100 paran.© =~ -

- Le Visiteur des Douanes a Québec, a aussi sur sa de-
mande, obtenu la nomination d’un Commis.dans son -

Bureau, a raison d’un salaire de £100 par an. . -

On a aussi nomm4, sur larecommandation duo Visitenr

Général, M. Foodhouse, & raison- de 4s.. par jour, un

‘ qui ne doit étre employé que dans un‘besoin
cabsolu. T e e e T

1l ne parait pas que les: Lords de la Trésorerie ont "

approuvt la {recommendation ‘des -Commissaires des
‘ : - A - .~ Dounanes,




Appendix
(Aa.)

P
31st Jan,y.

10 Geo. IV. A‘ppend'ix ((42)

Appeljaice(_ 4 4. 1829,

sioners of the Customs to place four Clerks on the Es-
tablishment of the Customs of Quebec.

These details and observations are made only with
a view of laying open to the House the system adopted
by the Officers “of the Customs in the Province of seek-
ing and obtaining a reward for their services from the
authorities in Enfrland, and that reward retained by
them out of the l‘unds of the Province, without consult-

_ ing or applying to the proper constitutional authori-

tlea within it, and thereby affording to the Authorities
in England, a temptation ‘of dlspounrr the Tunds of the
Province without consulting its Legislature.

Your Committee have farther to report that the Col-
lector at the Port of Quebec has, in virtue of Instruc-
tions from the Lords of His Majesty’s Treasury in Eng-
land, signified by the Commissioners of the Customs,
retained in his hands the Sum of - £8321 10 9 Curren-
cy, out of the Revenue arising from the Imperial Acts
8d Geo. IV. Cap. 119, 6th Geo. IV. Cap. 114, in
the Quarters ending 5th January, 5th April, 5th July

and 10th October 1827, and 5th January 1828, and pre--

viously, and likewise, the Sum of £480, out of the Re-
venue arising from the Provincial Acts 53d & 55th Geo.
III,Cap. 2,a nd 55th Geo.Cap. 3, which, as he alledges,
is to be by him applied towards the payment of the “Sa.
laries of the Officers on the Establishment of the Cus-
toms at the Ports of Quebec, Gaspé and New-Carlisle.

Your Committee beg leave to remark on this head,

that they know of no. Law, to which the Lemshture

of this' Province has consented, which 'luthouzed the -

Lords of ‘His Majesty’s Treasury in England, or any
other branch - of Hls Majesty’s Government there, to

impose on the people of this Province, a Tax of this na-.

“ture. Your Committee have always considered that the

Act of 1778, and that under which this House is con-

stituted and assembled, were a sufficient - protection.
against the appropriation of the Monies of the People .
‘without their consent, and yetthey find, that notwith-

withstanding these solemn pledges, a punclple of taxa- -
tion altorrether new has been adopted, ‘which is de--
structive of the rights and prmlecres of the people of -

this Province.

" Your Committee would but ill dlscharrre theu' duty
to the House if they - did not urge, in the most earncst
‘manner, the éarly consldenatlon of this subject, to the’
“end that the necessary measures-be taken to remove

this deliberate, palpable and anconstitutional mtcxfen—

- ence - of His Majesty Ministers with the ﬁscal reguls

’countable.‘

tions of thls chvmce.

INLAND PORTS

"The mfmmatlon which vour Connmttee have been”
' able to obtain on this head, is 1ot of a very satisfactory
~ ‘nature, either as regards the Establishments themselves
~or the xesponsﬂnhty of, or controul over, the Officers at
tho head.of them lespectlvely These are all of Provm-‘:“
_ cial Appointment accountable to" the® Executive Go-
vernment - here, superintended and:controlled “by the -
‘ Depax tments to which all Provmc1a1 Oﬂicexs -are dc-
Tt does not-appeat that any of the- Inland
" Collectors or any of the Officers under them, have given
’ any. securlty ; and as it is desnrable that in this’ 1espect
- they should be placed upon the same-footing as similar
. Officers are on the Establishment of the Customs at the‘
“Port of Quebec; ' they recommend’ that measures be ta-*

, l\en to obtaln tlus addltlonal Securlty to the pubhc ;

The Revenue collected at these Ports, part:cu]arly

'St. John and: Cotéa du’Lac, has increased considerably |

- within- these last few years, and promises to become of ;-
- growing importance. " Theredoes not, however," -appear *
L o exist any. adequate or sufficient’ check .upon the’ col-

~ lection ‘of those “Revenues, 'and in"‘that" ‘Tespect, com
.. pared. with the securitics against’ abuse and ‘malversa-
- tion.which ‘exists under-. ‘the- .,ystem\adopted by the
_Board of Commissioners of the Custom

“and~ followed

E at the ,Poxt of‘ Quebec the othcr Provn;cml Estabhsh-’

,{*d’une 1mportance croissante.:: o
 pas‘eXister.un . contrdle’ sufﬁsant sur _la perception de

—_—

Douanes, pour placer ‘quatre Commis dans Pétablisse-
ment des Douanes 2 Québec.

Ces détails et ces observatlons n’ont été faites que
dans la vue de faire appercevoir & la Chambre la pra-
tique qu’ont suivie les Officiers de Douane en cette Pro-
vince, de demander et d’obtenir des récompenses pour
leurs services de la part des autorités en' Angleterre ; et
de prélever ces récompenses sur les fonds provinciaux,
sans consulter les autorités propres et constitutionnelles
dans la Colonie ; et d’exposer ainsi les autorités en An-
gleterre ala tentation de disposer des deniers de la Pro-
vince sans en consulter la Législature.

Votre Comité a de plus  rapporter que le Collecteur

“au Port de Québec a retenu entre ses mains, sots Pau-

torité des instructions des Lords de la Trésorerie de sa
Majesté en Angleterre, signifiées par les Commissaires

les revenus provenant des actes impériaux 3e Geo. 1V,

-chap.’ 119 ; Ge Geo. 1V, chaq. 144 ; dans les trimes-

tres ﬁmssant le 5 Jaovier, le 5 Auvril, le 5 Juillet et Ie

10 Octobre 1827, etle 5 Janvier 1828 et précédem-

ment, et aussi la somme de #£480, sur les revenus pro-
venant des actes provinciaux 53e et 55 Geo. I1I. chap.
2; et 55e Geo. III, chap. 8, qu'il doit appliquer, al-

“leégue-t-il, ‘au payement des appointemens des Officiers

dans l’etabllssement des Douanes aux Ports de Qucbec,
de Gaspé, de New Cailisle, &e. &c.
Votre Comité demande qu’il lui soit permis de re-

marquer sur cet article, qu’il ne connait aucune loi &

laquelle ait consenti- la Législature de cette Province,
pour autoriser les Lords dela. ‘Trésorerie de sa Majesté
ou toute autre branche du gouvernement de sa Majesté
en Angleterre, & imposer sur le peuple de cette Pro-
vince une taxe de: cette nature. Votre Comité a tou-

-jours considéré Pacte de 1778, l’acte sous Pautorité du-

quel cette Chambre est constituée et assemblée, comme

une barricre suffisante contre Paffectation des deniers
du peuple sans. son consentement, cependant il voit -
‘que malgré ces assurances solennelles, on a adopté un

principe “tout-a-fait nouveau de taxation, subversif ‘des
droits et des puvxl(,crcs du pwple do cette Px ovince.

Votxe Cormte manquelmt ace. qu ll doit & cette
Chambre s’il ne pressait pas le plus instamment la

_prompte considération de cet objet, afin qu’il soit pris
des mesures nécessaires -pour mettre un terme a cette
,'mterventxon réfléchie, palpable et inconstitutionnelle

des-Ministres de sa' Majesté dans les rcglemens ﬁscaux

de cette Px ovm('e.

POR T S IN'l LRIEURS

Les rensexcrnemcns que votxo Com1t a pu se procu- ,
Ter sur ce. clmpme, ne sont pas d’une nature bien: satis-
ihusante, <ant en ce qui 1egarde les établissemens eux-
. mémes, que la 1esponsab1hte a_laquelle sont: sujets les
Officiers 4 la téte de ces établissemens respectivement,
. et le contrdle qui est exercé sur.eux.

Ils sont tous de
nomination provinciale,” comptables au ‘gouvernement
exécutif de la Colonie, sous la suxvelllance et 'le con-

“tréle-des: départemens auxquels sont. comptablos tous
“les Officiers Provinciaux. -

Il ne- panalt pas quaucun.
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des Douancs, la somme de £8521 10s. 9d. courant, sur

des Collectenrs. Intéueuls, non plus. quaucun: des Of-. )

~Lesirevenus' percus i ces. Ports, surtout -

- ficiers’ qui’sont sous eux, aient. donné aucan cautionne-
“ment; et comme il serait 3, [désirer que sous ce rapport
ils fussent placés sur le méme pied quc le sont les Of- -
- ficiers semblables dans I’établissement dela Douane au
. Port de; ‘Québec, . il recommande qu’il-soit pris des. me~ -
. sures pourassurer au puohc cette garantie: addxtlonne]le.
.St Jean
‘et an Coteau du: Lac,'se: sont. accxus consldcrablement‘ -~

depms ces années deuuexes, ‘et promettent de’ devenir -

Cependant, :il ne paralt" -

ces Tevenus; ‘etsolls ce; ‘rapport si on les compare avec

les garanties qui: existent; contre les abus et lamalversa- -

.tlon, sous’le ; :systeme adopté par le ‘Bureau.des Com- .-~ -
‘issanes des: ‘Douanes, et suivi au: Port: de Quebec, o

les autres etablxssemens,px(ovmcmu‘{ de la mome natule
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ments of the same nature are extremely deficient. <
Your Committee cousider this subject as inviting en-
quiry, but they conceive it would take up more time
than their own parliamentary continuance, as a Com-
nmitee, will admit of.

They have nevertheless framed certain directions
and instructions for the guidance of those Officers
respectively, in the discharge of their duties, whichit
might be proper to recommend to be adopted as a pro-
visionary measure, to a more perfect system to be
adopted hereafter.

The proposed Tnstructions form part of the Appen-
dix (R) to this Report,

STERLING DUTIES.

Your Committee have had occasion to enquire parti-
cularly into the practice heretofore had of paying the
Sterling Duties. to the Recciver General atthe rate and
valucof'5s Gd the Ounce in Silver.

It appears that Instructions from the Commissioners
of the Customs established at Boston, were transmitted
to Quebec, directing the Collector to remit the Mo-

vies accruing from Duties levied under anthority of

the Plantation Laws then in foree, in Silver, atthe rate
of 3s 0d the Cunce, or in Gold at the {ull Sterling
amount ; and that upon the Revenue Act 1ith Geo.
ILL Cap. 88, coming into force, the same system was
continued, and a’Table of the average weight and value
of Spanish Dollars was forwarded to the Collector
by the Board of Commissioners.

The Collector receiving from the Merchant or Im-
porter, the Dutics in British Sterling, the difference
between the amount so received, aud the money paid

to the Recciver General, constituted an Emolument of

Office, which, together with the Comptroller, he en.
Joyed until the year 1814,
In the year 1810, arepresentation was made, by the

Inspector General of Accounts, suggesting that the

full Sterling amount ought to be paid in, unless the

Collector reccived and accounted for the Duties in

Silver Bullion 3 this was referred for the cousideration
of His Majesty's Executive Council, who confirmed
the system previously followed, of making the pay.
ments to the Receiver General, in Spanish Dollars, by
weight, as appears by a Report, dated 24th April 1810,
of which a copy was furnished your Committee, by
the Collector at Quebee, and forms part of the Ap.
pendix (M.) to this Report. ‘

In 1814, the then Receiver General stated v his
receipts, that the Collector had paid the monies levied
under the Act ot 1774, in Army Bills, and had re-
duced the amount, by a calculation from the Table
above-mentioned, as if he had actually paid Spanish
Dollars. The Exccutive Conncil in their Report, dated
1:3th January 1814, recommended that the difference
between theamount of Duties in Sterling wmoney, and
tiic sum paid in Army Bills, taken at their nominal
-alue, should be made good by the Collector, unless
he had made a deduoction from the Duties paid by the
Merchant or Importer, and he in consequence sur.
charged himself with the deficiency upon the Revenue
collected and paid in Army Bills.

Your Committee have, upon this point, come to the
following conclusions = ‘ ‘
Ist. That the;practice of paying the monies arising

from Duties imposed by Acts of Purliament, in Spanish

Dollars by weight, instcad of at their current value,
originated with the Commissioners, of the Custows at

Boston, and was confirmed by the Governor in Coun-

cl. | : ,

2nd. That in cases where tlie Duties were col-
lected and paid to the Receiver General, in Army
Bills, the Collector. was not entitled to the advantage
he derived from accounting for the Duties in Silver,
by weight. ' R '

It isin evidence before your Committee, that the

Collectors at the Inland Ports of St. Jokn's and Coteau-
du-Lac, have, upon their own responsibility, adopted
: o ’ since

sont bien défectucux.  Votre Comité croit que ce su-
Jet demanderait une enquéte, mais il congoit quil ui
faudrait plus de temps quelni en donnera son existence
parlementaire, comme Comité.

Néanmoine il a dressé, pour guider les Officiers res-
pectivement dans Uexercice de leurs devoirs, certaines
mjonctions et mstructions, qu’il pourrait étre convena-

-ble d’adopter, comme mesure provisionnelle, en atten-

dant Padoption d’un systéme plus parfait.

_Les instructions proposécs font partie de 1" Appen-
dice (B) de ce rapport.

DROITS STERLING.

Votre Comité a en oceasion de s'enquériv d’uue ma-
nitre particulicre sur la pratique ci-devant en usage de
payer au Receveur-Géncral les droits sterling, antanx
et a la valeur de 3s. Gd. Ponce d’argent.

I parait qu’il a ¢té transmis & Québec, dela part des
Commissaircs des Douanes Ctablis & Boston, des in-
structions qui ordonnaient au Collecteur de remcttre
les deniers provenant des droits levés sous Pautorité
des Lois des Plantations, alors en force, cn argent,
au taux de 5s. Gd. Ponee, ouen or au montant sterling;
et qu'aprés que Pacte de subside de la 14¢ Geo. II1.
chap. 88, fat devenu cn force, le méme systéme ful
continug, et le Burcan des Comumissaires fit transmettre
au Collecteur une table du voids et de fa valeur com-
mune des piastres d’Espague. |

Le Collecteur recevant les droits du Marchand ou Im-
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porteur en argent sterling, la différerce entre le mon-

tantainsi recu et la somme payée au Receveur Général,
formait un émolument d’office dont il jouit avec le Con-
troleur jusqu’a année 1814. ‘

. Dans Pannée 1810, PlInspectenr Général des

Comptes fit une représentation suggérant que le mon-

tant entier sterling. devait étre payé a la caisse pu-
blique, 4 moins que le Collecteur ne regit les droits et

ne les payat en lingots d’argent 5 cela fut renvoyé ala

considération du Conseil Exécutif de sa Majesté, qui
confirma le systéme suivi jusque 1a de faire les paye-
mens au Receveur Général en piastres &’ Espagne, au
poids, comme cela appert par un rapport en date du
24 Avril 1810, dont le Collectenr & Québee a fourni
copic & votre Comité, ct qui fuit partic de I’ Appendice
(M) de ce rapport. o : ‘ :

En 1814, le Receveur Général d’alors mentionna
dans son chapitre de recette que le Collecteur avait
rayé les deniers pergus en vertu de Pacte de 1774, en
billets d’armée, et en avait déduit le montant: par un
caleul fait Paprés la table ci-dessus mentionnée, comme
il eit effectivement payé en piastres &’ Espagne. Le
Conseil Exceatif dans son rapport en date du 13 Jan-
vier 1814, recommanda de faire faire bon au Collecteur
de fa différence entre le montant des droits en argent
sterling ot la somme puyle en billets d’armée, qui
avaient &8 pris & leur valeur nominale, 2 moins qu’il
n’edt fait une déduction sur les droits payés par le
Murchand ou Inspecteur, et qu’en conséquence il nese

fat chargé du déficit dans les revenus pergus et payés en

billets d’armée. . R
Votre Cowité en est, sur-ce point, venue aux con-

~ clusions suivantes : ~

1. Que [a pratique de payer les deniers’ ;ﬁdvénant

des droits imposés par actes du Parlement, en piastres
&’ Espagne, au poids au lien de leur valeur courante,

est venue des Commissaires des-Douanes a:Bosfon, et

et a £t& confirmée par le Gouverneur en. Conseil,

- 2. Que dans les cas ot les droits ont été percus et

leetenr n’avait pas droit au profit qu’il tirait en rendant
compte des droits en argent 2 raison du poids.. ’

St. Jean et du Citeau du Lac, ont, sur leur propre res-

- . ponsabilité,

.paySsau Receveur-Général en biilets d’armée, le Col-

On voit consigné dans enquéte prise devant Votre
Comité, que les Collecteurs aux ports intérieurs de
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‘whereby they derive the sameadvantage and cause

a similar loss to the Revenue, asif they had been au-

thorised to pay in the monies collected 1n foreign silver,
by weight, and had actually done so. o

In referrmg to the answers of the Inspector Generel

- vaient déja fait.

En recourant aux . reponses de l’Inspecteur-General“

~ veur-Général, up systeme, par lequel ilstirent un profit -
- semblable, et qui cause au revenu ‘une perie de ‘méme
nature, comme s'ils avaient été autorisés 3 payer les
deniers percus. en monnaxe etran«ere, au poxds, et l a-'-
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(finsi ™ since 1825 a system of paymg the Dutles collected ponsahrlrte, adopte, depurs 1805, dans le payement des ?Re ::])@
~~ o~ under the Acts of Parliament, 3d Geo. I'V. cap. 119, droits, levés en vertu des actes . ‘du parlement 8e. Geo: Py
1st Jan. - and 6th Geo. 1V. cap. 114, to the Receiver General, . IV. chap."119, et 6e. Geo. IV. chap. 114, du Rece- 31 Jan.

of Public Provincial Accounts, and of the Collector’s des Comptes publics provinciaug, et 4 celles des Agens
Agents, your Honorable House will pereeive, .that it des Collecteurs, votre_honorable Chambre sappelce- )
has been customary to make payments to the Receiver vra qu'il a été’ d’usage de faire les payemens ‘au Re--
General in drafts upon the Branch of .the Montreal ceveur-Général en bons sur la branclie de la Banque™

‘Bank established at Quebec, in drafts drawn hy the de Montréal établie & Québec, en lettres de change .

Agents upon _their principals, and sometimes in re- * tirées par les Agens sur leurs commettans, et quelque- -
cerpts from the Cashier of the Bauk, for the amount fois par des requs du caissier de la Banque pour le mon-

to be placed to the credit of the Recerver General’s
Account with the Bank ;
neral in return, acknowledo'ed ‘the recerps of Spanish
Dollars, and stated their pumber and weight.

Prior to the year 1816, the rate of the silver coinage

" in England, being 5s.. Qd., it was immaterial whether

‘and that the. TReceiver Ge-

“tant pour lequel la Banque devait créditer le Receveur

Général ;- et qu’en retour le Receveur-Géuéral recon-

‘naissait avoir. requ des’ piastres d’Espan‘ne, et en mar-

quait le unombre et le poids.

Avant I'anuée 1816, le taux: del la mounaie anglarqe‘ '
étant de 5s 2d, il importait peu que les droifs fussent

.in elther case, but when the rate of comarre was altered .

the Duties were paxd in Silver. Bullion or in Spanish . payés en lingots d’argent ou en piastres d Espagne, vi

Dollars, as the loss to the Revenue was nearly the same ~ que dans Pu'et autre cas Ja’ perte: en était'a peu prés’
la méme pour les ﬁevenus, mais lorsque le'taux dela
1o 5s. 6d.; and no change made in the table of the  monnaie fut porté 4 5s-0d, et qu’il nefut fait aucun:

value of Spanish Dollars, the proportion between an

~ounce of Standard Silver Bullion and a Spanish Dollar,

was no longer the same ; 'and the practice of receiving

- Foreign Sitvér of an inferior assay” by weight, instead

of at its current value, ought to have been rmmedmtely
discontinued, as causing a serious loss to the Revenue,
which would not ‘have ‘occurred had the provrsrons of

~the Law been put in force. -

- As therefore there was every reason, so early as the
year 1816, to discontinue the practice which had been.

followed - by the Collector at Quebec, for upwards of
- fifty years, there could be noplea on behalf of the In-
land Collectors adopting such a system in theyear 1825, .

supposing that they had really paid in Spanish Dollars ;.

bat, asthey made’ their payments to the Receiver Ge-

neral in paper, they must,: under any ‘circumstances, -

- have been' called upon’ for the deficiency in the mo- .

nies - collected by: ther, ‘had not the Recerver Genex a.l

changement dans. la table de 'la-valeur " des piastres-
d* Espagne, il 'y et plus la méme propon tion entre un-
“once d’argent,- au titre d’alors, et une piastre & Espa-

gne; et l’on aurait dd’ drecontmuer a Pinstant la pra. -

trque de.recevoir ‘la. monnaie étrangére “inférieure d
Pessai, non. pas 4 sa valeur courante mais ‘du poids; ‘vu.

que cela causait une perte sérieuse aux Revenus publics;

qui ne Pauraient pas eprouvee si| l’on avart execute les‘

drsposmons de Ta'loi. -

Cest, pourquoi, comme: il ya eu, des l’annee 1816

taute raison de discoutinuer la ‘pratique qne le’ (,ollec-

‘teur de Québec avait suivie pendant plus‘de ¢inquante.
‘années, les’ Collecteurs 'Intérieurs ue- peuvent: offrir. -

aucuneyrstrﬁcatron en; leurfaveur, pour-avoir-en 1825 -
adopté un pareil: syatcme, en ‘supposant méme qu’ils

aient - réellement payé.en. pmstres d’ Espagne 3 ‘mais’

‘ayant_fait leurs” payemens - au- ‘Receveur-Général ‘en

papler, ils auraient dg, ‘dans tous les cds, étré: appelee'l -
a remplirle déficit dans les deniers par- eux. pergus, s

N

’

given receipts for Spanish Dollars ; ‘whereby he con- le Receveur-Général. n’avait- pas donné sesrecus;pour -
veyed to the Officers connected with' the Audit of the -~ des piastres’ d’Espmrne, ‘donmant ‘a’ entendre’par-Ja-
" Public Accounts intimation that the; payments had not .- aux officiers liés avec’ Paodition “des - comnptes publics.
been made" in' ‘contravention’ wnth the dec1sron of the que les pay emens n’avaient pas, été faits en’ contravén- -
.~ Goyernor in Council, .in 1814. G ...+ tion A la décision du Gouverneur, en Conseil,'en”1824.
‘ It:also’ appears,’ that the: Accounts of‘ ehe Co!lector . panalt aussi que les’ Comptes du” Co”ecteur de. St
~at St..Johw’s, wherein be first adopted the practice of Je(m, dans lesquels il "a_ pour la:premiére fois'adopté -
_paying at the rate of s., 6d. the-ounce..in silver, were. la’ pratique de’ payer ¢ au taux de 5s-6d./Ponce d’argent, -
passed, without remarks, by the Officets whose. duty it~ furent passés sans'remarquae,” par_Pofficier dont* le: de- :
was to Audit'and Inspect the' Accounts of the. Province, <. voir était ‘douir et d’examiner les: Lomptes de la Pro-_
“rnd that ‘the present Inspector is not aware of’ the man- vince, -et .que - Tlnspecteur :actuel ignore: de: quelle'
ner in which these Collectors obtained the table. of . maniére ces Collectears ont obtenu': “la- s Table -des .
Dollars in' use at the Port of Quebec, to enable them to . Pmstles,"’ en usage au port de Quebec, pour les mettre ‘
“make their calcualations. . .. - “en état de faire leurs calculs: - o '
Your Comnnttee, in consequence, 1ecommend that “En’ consequence votre ‘Comité recommande de pren. P
- measures. betaken to compel’ the - Collectors ' at- St dre des mesures pour. torcer les Collecteurs'de St: Jean
John's and: .Coleau : ‘duLac, to: refund the drﬂ'erence -et.du Céteau du Lac 3 rembourser la dxﬁ'erence entre .
between the Duties collected : and the monies paid to. - les droits. percus; et Tes: sommes .payées’ au'Receveur-' L
- the Receiver Gereral,: ‘except in ‘such;cases as they can. Général, en esceptant les cas ol ils. pourront rouver o
Yrove that:a’ ‘deduction’ was’ made to'the’ Merchant ‘qi’au temps de layrperceptxon es‘droits il'a été ta ”
~ Importer. at the. time the, Dutres we llecte deductron au marchand ou'impor
-+ It-also"appear ‘your, Committee, .that i 7 '
' Treoulatxons ‘had been; made for th f:
,“cexver ‘General i !
‘ f»OﬁlCGI' would '

. i dity,":this X
ad an opportumt of: grvrng ficier n ) *aurait pu’avoir, oce

S ver proposed p]ans, for'th g ]
. operations of ‘the Receiver ,_General’s Oﬂice,"
ince’the’ appomtmen of.the!

~ and they" recomqmend .that” umble

‘ "presented to: Hxs=Excellency, s~

le“de présen
PAdministrateur:'d)
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Government, praying comrpqnicgtion of the same, if
any are to be found in the Civil Secretary’s C dice.

The system adopted by the Collectors’ of the Re-
yenue of Tetaining a part of their collection {orthe
purpose of paying Incidents, or for other purposes, is
objectionable on many grounds, and your Committee
cannot better express their opinion on this subject, than
by quoting the Message of Lord Dorchester, of 29th
April 1794, « the truc measurc ot the.burthcn Taid
« upon the people of any tax or duty, being the gross

« sum taken out of the pocket of the subject on that .

¢ account, this gross sum should fully appear ; the
« aid given thereby to the State, is the Balance which
« remains in the public cofters, after all the expenses
 occasioned in the collection are paid. More cffectu-
s ally to prevent any abuse from connccting itself with
« the receipt, the Governor recommends that no part
« ofthe burthen be suffered to lie concealed under the
<« pame of Fees, Perquisites, Gratuitics, &c. but that

« the whole ofthe monies drawn from the subject,  be-

« Jodged in the Public Coffers, and proper compensa-
«¢ tion for the collection, be openly issucd therefrom
¢ by Warrant, under the signature of thc Governor or
« person Administering the Government.” B
Thus at the outsct of the Constitution it was wise-
ly recommended that nothing of this nature should re-
mmain concealed, and your Committee lament that this

salutary recommendation has not been fully adhered to.

Your Committee have called for and obtained a Re-
turn of the unexpended monics raised by virtue of the

Act 48th Geo. 111, Cap.19, intituled, « An Act to pro. .

« vide a permanent Fund for the improvement of the
¢ Inland Navigation of the River Sz Lawrence,” which
Return is appended to this Report. The Sum unex.
pended amounts to £6639 s 3% Currency, and the
last payment out of that Fund was in the year 1822,
to « Commissioners for improving the navigation above
Montreal.” (See Aunswer to 270th Question.) ‘

The opening and construction of the navigable
Canal between Montreal and Lachine scems to have
obviated the necessity of any further improvement of
the Rapids immediately above that City, Your Com-
mitec can in no other manner account for the non-
application of the Monies raised under the said

Act; and as the immediate object for which the Money -

was, and is still levied, seems no- longer to exist, they
| o S o ‘
recommend the application of those Funds to remove

some other obstruction in the River 8t. Lawrence, up-

on some other point between the City of Montreal and

" Lake St. Francis—The clearing the Rapids of §t.-

Anne, and the opening of a Steam Boat Navigation

between the St. Lawrence and the Oltawa, at that point

seems to be, under present circumstances, highly desi-.
rable. S ‘

CASUAL & TERRITORIAL REVENUE.

Owing to several causes, this branch of the Public
Income is not-so productive as it is susceptible of.
One of them however may be noticed :—it is the ne-
alect of the Notaries to furnish their Abstracts to the
Receiver General according to Law, and the Pcnal-

ties for that neglect not_being cnforced ; and an-

other, the comparative expense under the present
“system, of recovering small Sums due, which has pro-
bably. -induced the. Crown not to prosccute. It is

worthy of remark, however, that many of the prose-. .
cutions which .the Crown has thought. proper to insti- - remarque, cepe dant, " que - plusieurs’ pour
: - Couronne a cru a propos’.d’intenter,™ contr

tute againstits Debtors, have resulted, in'many in-
stances, in.drawing from the unfortunate, at a
great public expense, probubly: their last pittance,

to.place  into the hands of public officers, where'

the money has been finally Iost, oris in danger of be-
ing so, from want of adequate security.. - -

_An Abstract of the Sums in arrears on this Head"
of Income, as furnished by the Inmspector General of

the King’s Domain, is annexed to this Report, and

- Jamount .

_empéche la”Couronne. de poursuivre, - -Il'mérite’d’étre- = ¢
remarqué, cependant, “que - plusieurs-poursuités que la. 7

‘ sf;'r,(r?t.égit"sﬁ.fﬁsantjés'.j,x"-jx‘z‘ S e
e [ es arriérages dans ce' Chapitre'de” Reve-:'
‘nus, fel” pr;é,s‘er?xté.“{phrvl’Inspe‘ct'eymffGénéral*des ‘Do:

- maines diwRos
o AR

R Lo .. ey - Appendice
lui en demandant communication, s'il s’en trouve dans (Aa)
-Ie burcau du Secrétaire Civil. -~ ’ "

Ily a plusicurs‘objections contre le systtme, adopté
par les Collecteurs des Revenusy de retenir une partie .
de leur perception pour les dépenses casuelles ¢t pour -
d’autres objets,.ct votre Comité ne peut micux-expri-
mer son opiniondi-dessus qu’enci-taiit le*messdpe de
Lord Dorchestergdu 29 avril\1794-:. ¢ La vraie mesure .
“ de PipppgSition ou de la chargeimposée sur le peuple,
¢ ,p&’l{r evcb'des taxes, ‘:(_l.ro_itvség-oﬁ-'imlliuts,ki tant la
“ sbmme cnticre qui sort, pared chnaly de la bourse
“ d@%sujet, cBite sommeé entitré:doit paraitre pleire-
“viient; : ’aidé’ qa’eir retire Pétat est la balance qui
“+1€ste dans la caisse’publique, aprés quont étémpayés
“ tous les fTais-d€ perception. Pour prévenir plus.
« cfficacement Pintroduction dé tout abus :dans la.
« recette des impositions, le Gouverneor recommande
“ de ne laisser cflée aucune partie de Pimnosition,
¢ sous le nom d’émolumens; honoraires, gratifications,
“ &c. mais quon verse dans les coffres publics Ja:
« somme entiére levée sur le sujet, et quionten tire
« ouvertement par brevet signé du Gouverneur, ou
« de Ia personne adwinistrant le Gouvéruement,.la-
“ justc compensation des frais de collecte.” .-

- C’est’ ainsi que dans les premiers jours de Ia consti--
tution on recommanda sagement de ne laisser caché
aucune chose de cette nature, et votre Comité déplore’
qu'on n’ait pasentitrement adhéré a unc recommanda--

~

-

-

-

tion s salutaire. o .
Votre Comité a demand¢ et obtenu un état des de--
niers non dépensés, levés en vertu de Pacte 48e. Geo.
I11, chap. 19, intitulé * Acte pour pourvoir & un fond-
¢ permanent pour- ’amélioration de Ia navigation in--
“ téricure du fleuve Saint-Laurent,” lequel état est |
annex¢ a ce rapport. La somme non dépensée se’
monte a #£6639 1 3L courant, et le dernier payement
fait sur ce fond le fut en 1822, aux ¢ Commissaires
¢« pour Pamélioration de la navigation au dessus de.

o~

~Montréal” - (Voyez la Réponse ala 270e. Question.)

L’ouverture et la construction d’un canal navigable
entre Montréal et Lachine paraissent avoir obvié a la
nécessité d’améliorations ultérieures - dans les rapides
immédiatement au-dessus de cette ville.  Votre Comité
ne peut, d’une autre manicre, se rendre raison de la’
non-application des deniers levés en vertu du dit acte;
et comme P’objet immédiat pour lequel Pargent était
etjest encorelevéne parait plus exister, il recommande
d’affecter ces fonds a dter quelques autres obstractions .
qui se trouvent dans le fléuve'St. Laurent, sur d’autres
points, entre la ville de Montréal etle lac St. Frangois.”
I serait fortement a désirer, sous les circonstances ac-

tuelles, qu’on nettoyit les rapides de Ste. Anneet'qu'on

ouvrit a ce point Ja navigation des Barques A vapeurs
entre le St. Laurentetla riviére de'Qutaouais. - - -

- Revesus Casuers eT TERRITORIAUX.

Plusieurs causesontempéchécettebranche desrevenus
publics d’étre aussi productive qu’elle est susceptible-
de P’étre. On peut cependant en mentionner une': c’est
la négligence des Notaires & fournir leurs extraits - au:
Receveur Général ; selon que la'loi les y oblige, etla
négligence & faire payer la pénalité imposée pour omis:: .
sion semblable. Une autre, sont les frais énormes qu’en--
traine, sous:‘le systéme ‘administratif. actoel, le.“re: - =
couvrement des ‘petites dettes, ‘ce: qui” probablement. ©

’ c a.cru, intenter, ‘contre "sc¢s. débis: -
teurs, n’ont abouti, dans bien 'de‘cas, et & grandfrais, -~

‘qu’a arracher - a.l'indigent, peut-étre; son dernier sou,

pour le'mettre entre’ les mains des Officiers publics,on’
P’argent & fini par se’ perdre, et il ne P’est pas-encore,”. -

ofi1l cours risque, d’étre ‘perdu, ‘& cause; du"manque de>

o - ety

%
\l

Ta aNeET Ay
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trouyé annexé & cerapport,’etle mon-" -
X e T qant
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1;.Appe;aaipe;mm> 4. 18%.

amounts to £16 296 16 9% (See answer to 1°0th
'~ question.) A e
It appears to your Comnnt ee th’lt the present sys-
tem of communication between’ thé‘Inspector Geieral
of the King’s' Domain,: and otherfiublic Officers, in
relation to the affairs of his 'Office, s defective, and”
some- regulation ought to be established; whereby a

“lection of this branch of ‘the ltevenue, shiould be. mu-
tually communicated. by the respecm"e oﬂicers con- .
cerned therein. L
Your Committee cannot however pass over this op-
portunity of expressing their concurrdnd® i
timents contained in the Report of the €ommittee of -
the House of Commons on the Affairs: of Ganada, al- -
though not applied directly to these ‘lergmb"hl Dues,
as formmcr a partof the Public Revenue, that “/they en-
“ tertain nodoubtof the me\:pedrencyof retan‘h‘i‘xtr Seig-
¢ niorial Rights of the Crown, in the hope " of* t“lerrvmcr
¢ a profit from them. The sacrifice on the part of
¢ the Crown would be trifling, and would bear no

¢ proportion to the' benefit that would result to the

‘ Lolonv trom 'such a concessron,

-

TRI\'ITY HOUSE. *
Upon this head your. Committee h'we extended
their enqumes beyond what it has hitherto been usual
relative to the affairs of that Corporatlon. Alfhouﬂh
placed by Law, understhe supervision of the. Lefrlsla-‘
tnre, its organization seemed to aftord, under. the wise
"and salut*lry provisions of its enactment, sufficient se-
curity against any manifest abuse, and. thelcfore thére
: appeared less reason for any very strict ekammatlon
into - the application of its Funds. Its useful organizg-"
tion of a system of protection to the Shipping w mally
resorting to the Ports of this Province—the well foun- .
‘ded hope of its future  usefclness in the improvement -
‘of the navigation of the River St. Lawrence. (an object
of such primary importance to the well being and pros-
:pemyof the Colony,and which has been of such solici-

thls Corporatlon above any '1ttempt at their - ‘misappli- .

" cation, or of any improper diminution thcreof yet, .
~notwithstanding all, the 1m|ﬁ1ed pledtreq your Com-
© " mittee regret to find that they have not escaped The,.

unfortunately extended itself to. almost every l)r,pnr.t,-
ment of the Governmént. - Accordingly they find thth
2 Salary of #£250 perannum, has latterly been granted..,
to the Master of that, Board, with arrears, since "thr
August 1824,.which ‘your Committee. are of opinion.,.
is not authorized by the:Act. The manner of granting |
this Salary to_an Office hitherto filled grattutously,"
“ has been the subject of inquiry for your. Committee, -
and -they- tind by, a Letter from Mr. Secretary Coc/zrmz
- of .16th lanuary 1827 addressed to the Attorney Ge-
~meral, itis, st'tte?l that, ¢ His' Excellenc) the Gover-
¢’nor in Chief being. dcsu‘om of granting a Sal'u'y

. ‘nelatron for his attendanr-e andservicesat that Board
"« I am directed by His Excellency to request your-
"« opinion whether the 45th Geo. 111, Cap. 12
«' which the Corporation ‘of ‘the Trlmty House is.con=:, .

< stituted, authorizes tlie. Governor to grant a Salary
-« out of the: I unds, raised thereby, “either to that offi-
g “to’ :i,the other ofﬁoers, afy necessary toy\ the
-« execution;of  the prov151ori A ‘
" ¢:have hitherto:been:: pald out! of' the Momes levred
s under the Act,~ or whetl 'S P

; ‘v“’,

: ‘ ,(reference your Committee
* obtained:from Mr. Secret‘try Yorke, . the following.an-
- swer.whlcll was commumcated by order ;Hi's:Exéel-
. lencyi—CAn’ opinion:was-given by, the Attorney lGe-
“i;"’neral in.favor; of . the:Jegal:right of a.Salary being .,

e granted to the"l\"avter of th 'Tnmty House on the' "

Lnowlednre of all transactlons connectetl “with:the col- .

the sen- -

‘tude to its Legislature) all seemed to place the F undsof .

‘baneful eﬁects of that system .of profusion which. has.

. to the. Master of . the- ‘Trinity House  as'a just remu-- |
" ““ses services dans ce Bureau, jai reu ‘ordre’ de” Son’
~«'Excellence de’demander votxe ‘opinion, pour savoirsi - -

under;

‘~Genera.l sur'le- dlt re
: .YorL la réponse sulvante, _‘

tant en est de .—:€16 96 16 93. (Voyez h Reponse a la
120e. Questlon ) -

~I1' parait a 4 Votre Comrte quil existe du vice dans le
systéme actuel de communication entre Vlnspecteur-
Général des Domaines du Roi et les autres Officiers
publics, &1’égard des: affaires de cette charge, et qu'il
devrait étre fait des- réglemens pour: obhger les divers
officiers, qui yjsont attachés, de se communiquerimutuel- |
lement la connaissance de toutes transactions 1'elatwes a
]a perception de cette branclre des Revenus. R o
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Votre Comité ne peut cependant nofrlwer cette oc-
‘casion pour déclarer son plein - et cntner concours dans
les sentimens que renferme le. Rapport du Comité de la
Chambre des Communes, sur les‘aftaires du¥ Canada,
quoiqu’ils ne s ’appliquent pas ditectcment & ces droits
seigneuriaux, comme formant pmne des Revenus pu-
‘blics,” ¢ quil croit fermement qu’il 0’y a aucun avantage
“ 3 retenirles droits Seigneuriaux de la Couronne, dan%»
“la vue d’en former un revenu.  Le sacrifice qu’en fe-
“rait la Cquronne serait bien peu de chose, comparé a

AL vanta%e que retrreraxt 1‘1 Colome d’uue parerlle con-.
' “cessro ‘ : L - ‘

o a __‘«:‘

d ey s
a3 S 3Ly A

A wE
BUREAU DF LA“I {I\ITE’
N (TR ‘
‘Surce (,lmpltre, Votre ComitL 2 pousqo ses recherchoq
au dela de ce qu’il av'utx(,te d’uswe, de le fhire A 1% gard
des affaires de cetfe Corporatron Quorquc placeesoua la
surverllance dela ]e(rrslaiure,wson orfr.mlsdmon semb]art”
offtir, par suite de draposmons lé'rrrslmwesi -52ges’ et sa-
]utarres,une(vaxantresuﬁisante‘{ccﬁltrbl mtroductldud’auo‘,_ o
cun abus mamﬁ.ste, et pour ces 'raisons.ilne p‘trarssmt ¢
pas nécessaire d’entrer. dans un examen bien stuét"e Ay
Pégard de l’dpphcatron de ses fonds. §on or «ramsafron L 0
utile offrant un systéme protecteur ; our les vafsseau\: .
qui abordent annuellement aux ports dela’ Pronnce 3 ‘,ﬁ .
¥ espérance bién - fondée. quelle contribuerait pal Ta, .y
suite 4 améliorer la navigation de? ﬂeuve St. Lau)‘efzt post oo
(objet d’une importance si ‘majeure pour le bien-étre ct
la prospérité de la Colonie, et-qui a . attiré toute la sol- .
licitude de sa Lewrslntmc,) tout cela - scmblalt mettre”
les fonds de cette. corporation hors de ‘toute: tentative.
mémede mesapphcatzon et de- dxmmutwn n‘xeouhere.f
Cependant  malgré_ totites - ces garanties natule]lcs,'f
Votre Comité ale déplaisir de;: tronvcr qu *ils n’ont pas’
chappes aux funestes effets de ce systéme de. profusion, .
qui malheureusement s’est introduit. dans- | presque tous- .
les départemens du Gouvernement.:- TI'oit donc quon -
-a_derniérement  alloué "un S'llmre de’ - .£"50 par an,
au Maitre de. ce. Burcau, avec - des- arrera«res depuisle - |
26 Aotit 1824, ce qui, selon Votre. Comlte,; estpasau-
' torisé par Pacte. . “Votre Comité s "est- enquis sur eette' L
~maniére d’accorder ce s.l]au;e :pour un-emploi, ; quijue- '
_quie 13 avait été. rempli gratuitcrent, et il‘a trouvé quil - 7
.est dit, dans unc lettre de M:le! bccretarre Cockran, en’ -
dhte du 16 Janvier 1827, adressée au Procureur-Géné- - Lo
rfd ‘e« Son F E\ccllence, le Gouverneur en Chef, désirant- '

o 9 [

e accorder un salaire au” Maitre du. ‘Bureaude’ 1la Tri-

“'th, comme juste. r(,munexatlon ‘pour son assrdurte et !

« i d5e. Geo. ‘1IL Chap. 12, en vertu de laquelle ‘est

« congtrtuele Bureau dela Trmlte, autonse le Gouverneurfj

oy accorder, sur. les fonds’ qur en proviennent;:un sa~ -
“““laire. tant & cet Officier qu'aux ‘autres Officiers, si'cela -
“ est necessaue £ l’e\ecutwn des’ dlqposrtlons del’actejet - -
“squi’ £76téj Jusqu ici: p'ayes _sur}l’eS' deniers provenant;;?"p o
e de cet acte ou s'il'est. nécessaire de sadresser A'Taslés+

Votre Comrte ayant demande l’opmron du’ Procureur
a obtenu de M. 1¢ Sec taire
ui-fut‘communiquée | parior-
dre de Son Excellen‘c e‘*Procureur-General donna
. faveur ;du' droit 1égal qu'il 'y avai
‘Sa]alre ,Martre du: B
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‘“ recommendation of the Corporation, approved by
¢ the Governor, and under a Warrant from His Ex-
¢ cellency.,” . :

The Extracts frum the Register of that Board which
the Committee have procured, and which are included
in the Minutes of Evidence, will shew that the pro
ceedings had between the Governor and the Attorney
General relative to the salary in question, were un-
known to that Board, until they were *‘ commanded”
by His Excellency the late Governorin Chief, through
his Secretary, to recommend the quantum of Salary to
be thus granted; and accordingly they find that the
Board did, upon the signification of His Excellency's
pleasure thus communicated, recommend the sum of
£250 to be annually granted, to commence on the
26th August 1824,

Although your Committee conceive that there can-
not be any dought as to the illegality of granting a
Salary to the Master of the Trinity House in virtue
of the Act, yet if there had been any doubt on that
head, as the Legislature was in Session at”the time
such a desire wasexpressed by the Governor in Chief,
it shows a manifest want of respect for the constita-
ted authorities of the country to attempt, under such
circumstances, to apply any part of the monies of that
Institution without consulting them. ‘

Equally blameable and censurable is the increase
of Salary to other ofticers of that Corporation under
the like authority, as also of placing some of its su-
perannuated officers,  and .the widow of oae of them,
on its funds as Pensioners. ™ |

Pensions on the funds of the Province are annually

‘provided fur by the Legislature, on an Estimate laid

before the House by the Governor, and it is to be
presumed that‘the services for which these Pensions
are granted have been as important to the country as
those of the Pensioners now placed on the Trinity
Tund ; and it is to be presuwed also that the Legisla-
ture would not have been insensible to the claims of

~ those individuals, if well founded, and that provision

would have been made for them in like munner; but
your Committee cannot but express s strong disap-
probation of any attempt to nullify this House in one
of its most essential attributes. - ‘

Should vour Lonorable House be of opinmon with
your Committce that there docs not exist any legal

provision for a Salary to the Master of that Insti-

tution, nor for placing any of its Officers as Pensioners

on iis Funds, itis humbiy submitted that an Address
be presented to s Exceilency the Administrator of
the Government, praying that the Salary and allow-
anccs in question be discontinued uutilthe Legislature

shall have mude provision therefor. . ,
Your Commitice have judged it necessary to make
up a Statement of the Revenue and Expenditure of
this Corpuraiicu since its establishment, the better to
enabie the Fcuse to judge of the progressive increase
of its vessurces, and of the charges applicable to them,
The said Siziement is ansexed . to the Appendix (8)
to this Report. o L
They have further to remark, that there appears to
exist no chieck onthe collections of the Superintendant

of the Cul-de-Sac, as well as on those of the Naval

Officer and Registrar, other than their 'Accounts
sworn to before the Master of that Board.

-There does not appear any necessity for including in
the incidental expenses. of -that Establishment, the
* Salaries of a- Wharfinger and a Messenger.—If these are -
necessary to the operations of the - Corporation, they.
‘ought to appear in

the list of the Officers of that Ls-
tablishment. == - . ~' - S

- As intimately connected . with the Revenue, your .
‘Committee have proceeded to enquire into the opera- -

tion of the Act 6th Geo.IV. intituled, * An Act for the

¢ better ascertaining the Duties on Teas imported in .
« thi$ Province, direct from China, and for other pur-
* « poses thereunto relating,” they. find that the custody

and charge of the Teas is taken from the Customs,
upon' the ‘Agents of the Honorable East India. Com-

wpany:,"

‘ approuvée par le Gouvcrneur, et sous un brevet de

‘“ Son Excellence.” , .

Les extraits du Régistre de ce Burean que le Comité -

s’est procurés, et qui sont inclus dans'’Enquéte, feront.
voir que les communications entre le Gouverneur et le
Procureur-Général, relatives aun salaire en question, fu-
rent ignorées de ce Bureau, jusqu’a ce qu'il efit *requ
ordre” de Son Excellence le. . ci-devant Gouverneur en
chef, par I'entremise de Son Secrétaire, de recomman-
der le quantum du salaire a 'étre ainsi accordé; et en
conséquence de la signification du plaisir de Son Ex-
cellence ainsi communiqué, il trouve que le Bureau re-
commanda d’accorder annuellement lasomme de £250,
. commencer le 26 Aout 1824. ‘

a .

-Quoique Votre Comité soit d’avis qu’il ne peut y

avoir de doute quant & I'illégalité d’accorder un salaire

au Maitre de la Trinité, en vertu- de cet acte, si cepen-
dant il existait quelque doute sur ce point, vu que la
législature ¢tait en Session, lorque le' Gouverncur en
chef manifesta un semblable désir, ¢’est montrer palpa-
blement un manque de respect pour les autorités cons-
titutées du pays que d’essayer, sous de pareilles circons=

tances, a appliquer une partie des fonds de cette institu-

tion sansles consulter. o _
Onale méme blime etla méme censure 2 jeter sur

Paugmentation des salaires des autres Officiers de la

Corporation, sous la méme autorité, aussi bien que

pour avoir pensionné sur ses fonds des officiers dgés, et

Ia veuve d’'un d’entr’eux. ' o -
‘La Législature accorde annuecllement des pensions

sur les fonds de la Province, sur une estimation que le.
Gouverncur met devant la Chambre, et il est 3 suppo-

ser quec les services, pour lesquelson accorde ces pen-
sions, ont été aussi important pour le pays, que ceux des
pensionnaires actuels de la Trinité ; etil est aussi a pré-
sumer que lalégislature n’aurait pas été insensible aux

demandes de ces individus, si elles ‘avaient été bien fon-

décs, et qu’elle leur aurait, de méme, alloué certaines ré-
tributions ; - mais Votre Comité ne peut trop fortement
manifester combicn il désapprouve toute mesure atten-

- .

attributions les plus essentielles. -

tatoire & P'existence de cette Chambre dans une de ses

Si, de concert avec Votre Comité, Votre IHonora- -

ble Chambre est d’opinion, qu’il n’existe aucune dispo-

sition législative, pour accorder un salaire au Maitre de

cette Institution, non plus que pour en appliquer les

by
P

fonds & en pensionner les Officiers; il soumet humble-

ment qu’il soit présenté & Son Excellence, I’ Adminis-

trateur du Gouvernment, une adresse la priant de dis-

qu’a ce que la Législature y ait pourvu.”:

‘Votre Comité a jugé nécessaire de
des revenus et des dépenses’ de cette corporation, ‘de-
puis son établissement, -afin - de ‘mettre la Chambre en
¢tat de juger plus facilement de Paccroissement -pro-
gressif de ses ressources, et des: dépenses dont. elles

continuer le salaire et les rétributions - en'question, jus-

peuvent étre chargées. - Ce tableau fait partie de PAp-*

pendice (S) de ce rapport. | -

Il ne parait pas qu’il soit'du tout nécessaire d'inclure
dans les dépenses contingentes:de cet établissement les
salaires: d’un Gardien du Quai et Q’un - Messager.:/S'ils . -
'sont ‘nécessaires aux opérations- de la-corporation, ils.
_doivent étre portés dans la liste des Cfficiers de cet étas” -

.

-+'Vu son rapport intime avec:ics revenus, votre

de dresser un tableau -

Votre Comité doit remarquer en outre qu’il ne parait

exister aucun contréle sur les perceptions du Surinten-
dant du Cul-de-Sac,non plus que sur celles de I’Officier” .
-Maritime et du Régistraire, st ce n’est Pafirmation de -

, ses’ comptes devant le Maitre du Burean,: v - s

‘ ntime venu Comité
s’est enquis sur I’opération deI’Acte Ge Geo. 1V, inti.: -~
‘1ulé ““Acte pour mieux constater:les droits sur-le Thé .
“.importé directement de:La Chine en cette Province; .
- «et.-pour.d’autres objets qui y ont:rapport;” et il trouve.
-que la garde et la'charge:du Thé n’est pas confiée;ala - -
* Douane, ‘mais  aux Agens’'de:|’ Honorable Compagnie- -
“des Indes’ Orientales, qui donnent: un billet*j)‘o%l:g; les
ST e e e drolts:
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pany, swving Bond for the Duties, which Bond is not
limited to any period for. the fi..al payment, by which
means an indefinite. credit is given, while other Im.
porters obtain a Credit of ouly Lmht, Months, In con-
sequence of the: indefinite credit thus given, much in-
convenience arisesat the Custom House, inasmuch as

the Books of Account of'the scveral i impor ting Ships, -
remain open and cannot be brought to a ciose, thcrcby :

weakening the proper check and coutroul of ‘the Cus-
toms, on “the punctual and faithful payment of the
Duties, already rendered almost nugatory by placing the
Goods, upon which the Duties are pay.lblc, who”v out
of their charge, before the net amount is ascertained
snd paid or .scculed, and which, urdu’ the present Law,
ouly become duc as Sales are made. —There would not
scemn to have been any real necessity for intr oducng
the monopoly of the East India Company into this
Colony, as had been done by the Act in question.
That Body could not require to make its importations
upon mote favourable terms than other Merchants en-
gaged in the ‘I'rade of the Province, nor the further
nnht which is also recognized of not paying Duty upon
such quantities as may, from time to time, become decay-
ed or dainaged, during the in definite pcx-oc1 that the Teas
may remain in the custody of the Importers.—Upon
further .enquiry, your Conmittee find, that Teas im-
ported direct from Indix, may be w uehoused and if
the Importers availed themselves of tlmt system, a full
and correct aczount would be taken before they were
put into the Public Warchouses, and the amount of
Duty finally to be paid thereon, would then be ascer.
tained, the payment of the full amount of which wonld
be limited to” two years, from the date of importation,
It appears,” however, that the system of cight months
credit -established by the old Law, would De prefera-
able, as the Importers would gét immediate possession

and disposal of their. Goods at the time of lauding, and -

the Province would receive the fall amouiit of 1)ut1es

~due upon the importation, within the same period, ‘as

sumlal Duties are now pwable by other Mexch.mta.

iour Commttce Thave. funther ascertamed by a Re-
turn obtamed from the Castom’ House, and which
forms part of the Appendix (C.) to this Report, that
« the Duties now outstanding, ‘on Teas ‘impotted by
“ the Agents of the said East india Company, amount
“ 10 £3£,050 1s. ¥d. currency, and will enly fall due,
—should the existing Law be continued, ‘within tlurty
days after the peuod of each sale, as it may Imp

¢
[ 43
& 10
“ already sold within the four years since the first im-
‘- 1mportation; it is wasonable to suppose that a simi:
lar period. will e]apsc, before the stock now on hand

~can be got ud of”

3

‘¢

’ U

The Act bLﬁ)l(. mentxoned authonzes a dCdUCtIOH“

of three per cenbish on the atount of Duties accruing

and payable to the Collector of the Customs at Qur boe,
which: allowance, in the spirit of the' Act, 35th Geo.
111 cap.9, was to cover any loss to the importer ‘which
might be: occasnoned Dby reason of any leakage or wast-
*_age  previous ‘to disposal. -
the -Duties by tlie- Act, being ‘upon the- ‘quantity soldU "
there did not seem to exist any . necessity for an allovs
ance of such'a nature to the Agents of the Eas! India. -
The deduction alladed to, ainounts to the
sum of: 1917:95. ()d upon 1 the Diities pald in, and will'a.: -
mount tb. the sumof £1965 19s:6d. tipon- thie: whole’;‘* e
quantity -imported, which sums are aloss:to- the Re-

+The :mods of ascertaml

Company.

venue, anda’pr ﬁt to the said- Company

Undcr tlus 1ead (0 ‘i
pt 'ehmmary Audit;is’ regulatcd by

¢

pen .to be made; and, judging from the quantity”

portation, not amounting to one half’ of the whole

=

droits, pourle p'xyement ﬁnal desquela il n’est limité an.
cun terme, ce par quoi il est donné un crédit indéfini,

tandis que les autres importeurs wobtiennent que buit .

mois de crédit. - 1l résulte a Ia Douane beaucoup d’ine
convéniens de-ce ‘crédit indéfini ainsi donné, en adtant
que les livres'de comptes des divers vaisseaux importeurs
restent ouverts et ne peuvent étre clos, ce qut diminue
la surveillance et le contréle de la Douane a Pégard du
-payement fidéle et régulier des droits, lequel contidle
‘est déja devenu presque illusoire, en plagant les mar-
chandises sur lesquelles il est da des droits, ‘tout-a-fait
hors de sa charge, avant que le mountant clair en ait é1é
constaté et paye ou garanti, et qui, sous l’opemtlon de
la loi actuelle ne dcvxcnncnt payables qu’a mesure que
les ventes se font. 1l ne paraitrait pas y avoir eu aucune
nécessité ue“e d’introduire, en cette. Colonie, le mo-
nopole. de la ¢ Compaguie des Indes Orientales, comme
Pu fait Iacte en question. Ce corps ne pourrait deman-
der de faire ses importations a des termes plus favorables
que les avtres marchands engagés dans le commerce de
cette Province, non plus que le privilége, qui est aussi
_reconnu, de ne point payer de droits sur telles quantités
de Thé qui, de tems a aatre, devxenneut avariées ou en-
dommagées durant la période de tems indéterminée que
les' Thés pourront demeurer -sous la garde des Impor-
teurs. Aplcs des recherches ultuxeuxes, votre Comité
-a trouvé que les Thés importés directement de La
“Chine peuvent ¢étre emmagasinés, et si les Impoxteum
sc prévalaient de ce ayat(me, il ¢n serait pris un état
-certain et correct avant qu’ils fussent mis dans les maga-
sins publxce et le montant des droits i étre finalement
payé serait alors constaté, et le panflut payement de ces

* droits serait limités 4 deux années de la date de Pim-

.portatron. 11 parait cependant que le sy stéme de; huit
mois de crédit établi par les.anciennes lois, serait-pré.

féxable' vu que les Importeurs pourraient avoir la pos-

session et la disposition de leurs marchandises au mo-
ment méme dii (Iebarqucment etla, Province recevrait
le montant entier des droits. dds s Pimportation dans
la méme période,  selon que les marchands payent actu-
c)]cment des droits semblables. « :

Votre Comité w aussi wnshté, par un I’n,)poru
obtenu de laDouanc et-qui fait partie-de 'Appen-
diee (C.) de ee Rapport, que “ les Droits encore
 dts, sur les thés imporiés; par les. Agens de
la. dxte (/ompav nie des Jndes Onenta/es, se
montent. 3 £34,950°1 8 courant; et ne seront
currxbu,s, si 1.1 101 'u,tuelle commue d'exister,
¢ que dans les trente jours- aprés celui. de. chaque -
\cntc, snivant que ces ventes anrontheu, et d-en

quatre années quiont suivi la premicre. unporta—
tion;. Iaqm,lle ne fait’ pas- plus de la moitié: de
: toutes les unportatmn on peut supposer raison--
: nablunent que la- méme période s'écoulera avant:
- qu’on n.ut pu dxsposer de ce qux est encore en
main.”

_L’Acte ci- dcvant mentlonm ‘autorise une deduc-
tion.de. trois. -par-cent sur le_ montant des Droits-efi

Anpendxce
(12)
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juger & aprcs Ja. quantxte ~vendue déga ‘dans les .

provenant ct payables au Collecteur des Douanes -

a Québec, laquelle, councession était, dans Iesprit’ de:
TAete 35e. Geo.: TIL.: chal,xtre 9, ‘une: compensation
des pertes -que, pom"ut Cprouvcr~ lunporteur par.

g . le,coulage 6u autres détériorations et dommages;.a--

svant'davoir: dxspose desses, marchdndlses. “Le mode.

" que: donne lActe, pour constater le moqtant des

o bk

a'pay
t

14 'somime ‘de £9l7 9 67su ‘_lengoxts : déJ
e"tA rigntera a lasomme de £1965.1 '
quantité " ée
perte] pour 1&s‘Revenu ’etun proﬁtvpour la dxte Com

‘Rous: ce (“hapltre, -
que e systéme d"Audition’ préhmmaxre ‘estir

tlf

és, ‘
1

lesquelles" sommes:.sont upg

par. dcs mstrucuons dressées pa.r Ie Consexl E\écu- By
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cil for the Province, approved by the Governor, and
executed by an Auditor and Inspector appointed, the
one by a Commission under the Great Scal of the Pro-
vince, the otherby Commission under the Seal at Arms
of the Governor, both under date, 3d July 1826.

The Inspector General of Public Provincial Ac-
counts is required by his Instructions, to call upon
Public Accountants, to examine their Accounts, re-
mark on them if found necessary, and transmit them
to the Auditor General, who, by his Instructions is to
report thereon to the Comumittee of the whole Xxecu-
tive Council. The luspector General is likewise re-
quired to make out all Statements of Pubflic Ac-
counts for the Legislature, and Public Departments,
subject to the revision of the Auditor General, if
thereunto required. The final Audit, and upon which
Warrants are issued by the Governor, is vested, by
virtue of Royal Instructions, in the Executive Councils
As nearly as the year 1817, it was found *“imprac-
* ticable, without disadvantage to the Provincial Re-
¢ venue and Expenses, to Audit the Public Accounts
« agreeably to the Instructious and Ovders of His
“ Majesty’s Government, by the Members of the Ex-
*“ ecutive Council, collectively,” being composed
principally, if not altogether, of accountable Officers,
whose accounts, notfew in number, nor incounsidera-
ble in amount, were to be Audited by themselves, and
after full consideration ofthe subject it was proposed
to, and adopted by, the Lords Commissioners of His
Majesty’s Treasury, sanctioned by His Majesty’s Go-
vernment, that a Committee of the Executive Council
should be appointed for that particular service, with-
a Chairman, upon whom the duty and responsibility

~would chiefly fall, and to whom a Salary and aflow-

ances were assigned by the Treasury, with out consult-
ing the Collonial Legislature, |

* It was not to be expected that any system of Audit
however improved, not sanctioned by the {iegisiature,
would meet with the favorable consideration of your
Honorable House, and accerdingly your Committee
find, that the House has wniformly rcfused to ae-
knowledge and provide forsuch an Estabhishment.

The disapprobation of the House, so unequivocally
expressed, was not followed by any change in the
system, but your Committee find that it was perseve-
ringly continued in until the year 1826, when a new
office, unconnected with the Executive Council, was
created, with an officer at its head, under the title of
Auditor General of Public Accounts, leaving the ori-
ginal inconvenience and disadvantage of final audit in
the Executive Council under its anomalous cha-
racter. '

- Investing the Audit of the Public Accounts in the

- Executive Council for the Province, His Majesty’s

- Government in Zingland could not be aware that the

Members composing the said Council were principally

themselves accountable Officers, and that in the dis. -
charge of their duty as Councillors, they mutually
audited -and finally recommended the issuing of War-

_rants for the payment of their own accounts.

" Your Committee apprehend that the formal recog-

nition on the part of the Provincial Government, con-~
firmed by the Lords Comuuissioners of His Majesty’s -
Treasury, of the disadvantages resulting from such'an ..
audit of the Public Accounts, would alone have justi~

fied them to recommend to your Honorable House to

adopt means to remove such'an abuse, if they had not
to add thereto the testimony of their own experience, -

and that of the several Public Officers whom they
‘have thought necessary ‘to_ call before them for  that

‘purpose.

Te

-minaient mutuellement le

tf de Sa Majesté en cette Provinee, lesquelles
furent approuvées pur le Gounverneur, ¢t cette au-
dition se fait par un Auditeuwr et un Inspeeteur
nommés, 'nn par commission sous le Grand Sceau
de la Provinee, et Yavire par commission sons le
Seeaun d’Armes du Gouverneur, toutes deux en date
du 3 Juillet 1826. : ‘

- Les instructions  de Tinspeeteor Géndéeal des
Comptes publies provineiaux lui enjoignent de s'a-
dresser aux Comptables PPublies, dexaminer leurs
Comptes,d’y taire des remarques, s'il est névessaire,
et de les transmettre 3 PAuditear Général, ril,
selon ses instructions, doit en faire~rapport an Co-
wité de tout le Conseil Exdeutit. 11 est pareille-
went enjoint a Mlnspecteur Géndral de dresser, pour
la Légistature et les Départemens publies, wus Jes
Ltats des Comptes publies, sujots @ la révision de
de I'Anditeur Généraly sl cn est reguis. 1) Aundi-
tion finale, ¢t sur lajuelle e Gouverncur expe-
die ses brevets, appartieni, en vertu d'instenctions
Royales, an Conscil Exdceutif. Dés Fannte 1517,
¢ les membes du Conseil Exéentis, collectivement,
ont trouvé quw'on ne pouvait, sans préjudice poup
les fevenus et les Diépenses provineiales, ouir los
Comptes pupblies, en conformité des insiruetions
et ordres du Gouvernement de ¥a Majesté,” car
le Conseil Exceutif est compost, en grande partie,

13
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.sinon en entier &'Ofiicicrs comptables, dont les

Comptes, trés-considérables et en nembre et en
montant, devaient passer i PAudition devant eux-
mémes 3 ¢t aprds wmire considération du sujet, on
proposu, et les Lords Cominissaires de la Trésore-
rie de SaMajesté, sous laSanction du Gonvernement
de Sa Mujesté, adoptérent la nomination d'un Co-

mité¢ du Conseil Exdéentif, chargé de ce devoir, avee

un Président sur qui retomberait principalement

Lo charge et Ta responsabilité, et a qui il fut assigné
un Salaire par la Trésererie, saus cousulter la Lé-
gislature Coloniale. ‘

On ne devait pas sattendre & ce que votre Hono-

‘rable Chambre aceuncillit favorablement un svstome

& Audition, qui, quelque amétioré qu'i fiot, Wavait
pas recu I Sanction de Ia [lgislature ; aussi votre
Comité voit-il que la Chambre a copstammnent refi-

s8¢ de reconmmaitre un pareil dtublissement et Ay

pourvoir, . . . :
La_désapprobation de la Chambre, manifestée
. . o - s 4 v * _» »
d'une maniére si peu équivoque. ne fut suivie dau-
cun changement dans le systée ; au contraire votre
L WA H | s 2w « L)
Con}xtc voit quon y a perséeéré jusquen P'année
1820, ¢poque alaquelle il tut eréé wn. nouvel Oifee,
nuliement 1té avee le Conseil Exéeutif, avee un offi-
. ‘A A . . . : -q
cier 4 sa tete, sous le titre d'Auditenr-Géndral des
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Cawaptes Puablies, sans qu'on fit par cela cesser Pin-

convinient, le désavantage et Uanoalic qu'ily avait
A faire résider dans le Conscil Exéentif P Audition
Générale des Comptes Publies. e
En coufiunt Ududition des Comptes Publics au
Conscil Exdéeatif de In Provinee, le Gouvernement
de Sa Majesté en Angleieare ne pouvait savoir que

les membres de ce Canseil ¢taient enx-mémes ‘pour.

la plupart des Officiers comptables, ot que’ dans
I3 . - - N )

Pexceution de leurs devoirs de Conseillers ils exa-

irs comples, et recom-

mendaient en définitive, Pexpédition des brevets -

- pour le payement de leurs demandes respectives.

~Votre Comité pense qu'il lui aurait suffitde lare-. - |
connaissance formelle dela part av govvernement .

prqvizuciia,lc, ‘confirmée par les Lords, Comwissaires:
de la. Trésoreric de sa Majesté, ‘des désavantages

qui résultaient d'une pareille audition ' des comptes:

publies, pour justifier la recommandation de sa part,
a votre honorable Chambre, de prendre des mesures
pour la correction d'un tel abus, ‘quand méme il
’, LY A Al A T et
n'aurait pas eu a ajouter le témoignage de sa’ propre

expérience et celle-de plusieurs offieicrs publics, -
quil a cru nécessaire de faire venir devant lui pour -
cet objet L AR

- Faire
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I()K A To point out any defect in the existing system, 1s

~ e~ - the least ditlicult part of the labours of your Com-
S1st Jany. Committee : to point out the remedy is a task, under
_present circumstances,and inthe present unsettledstate

of Finances of the country, of more ditficult accomplish-

ment, but they will not shrink {rom their duty to the

House in suggesting such remedics as they conceive

“will be conducive to the correction of this or any

other abuse. With that view they humbly recommend

that one office, under proper regulations and under the

control of the Legislature would be sufficient for the

due Inspection and Auditof all Provincial Accounts of
Revenue and Expenditure, thereby vesting the re-
sponsability in one Department instead of dividing it
among several as it now is. : !

The present cumbrous system -of inspection, preli-

minary and final Audit, and the apparent want ot effi-
cient check ;—the delay occasioned by referring from
one office to another, and the want of an uniform sys-
tem of operation throughout the whole, is liable to
much abuse aud inconvenicncee, and makes.the plan
suggested by your Committee highly desirable. In
reference to this want of uniformity, your Committee
beg leave to refer to two Reports of Council, the one

" dated 27th April 1822, and the other 4th May 1825,
and to two other Reports of 4th and 3lst December
last. -~ L o

As connected with this branch of their enquiry, your

‘Committee have ascertained, that the - Inspector Ge-
neral of Public Provincial Accounts is employed asa
Clerk in the Office of the Receiver General, and as-
sists with others in ‘keeping his books, and that the
same person is also the Agent of the Collector at Co-
teau du Lac. The incompatibility of such situations
must appear evident, and your Committee therefore
recommend that whatever changes should be madz in
this Department, such an anomaly should - cease to
‘exist as totally- inconsistent with an impartial and

o

~ upright Audit of Public Accounts.

‘Duties, necessitates the taking of Bonds, which it ap-

at the several Ports where they are taken; and as
there does not appear to exist any safe place of depo-
sit for those documents at-those places respectively,

of those Bonds by fire or otherwisc, it is,recommended

ment of any Duty or Duties arising on the lmporta-

which to remain’ in the hands of the said Collectors
respectively, the other to be deposited in the Archives
of the several Districts within' which such Collectors
of Customs are established:” ..~ .-
“Your Committee cannot dismiss this branch of their
enquiry without ‘adverting to the inconvenience and
_confusion’ which result from the collection of the Re,

- becarried into execution. -

4

-1: That stMajeaty’s ‘Executive Corincil”

time being; have from the 'year 1795 to the year 1822,

_ The indulgence which the Law gives to the Impor- "
ter of certain dutiable Goods, for the payment of the.

~pears to your. Committee are kept by the. Collectors

and as the Revenue might suffer from. the destruction

- that all Bonds ‘to be- taken in future by the several
Collectors of the Province, conditioned upon the pay-

tion of dutiable -Articles be taken in duplicate; one of

venu€ of ‘the Customs, in consequence of the various
Acts, both Provincial and Imperial,’ under ‘which it
+ is levied; and they most earnestly. recommend a conso-
~ lidation of‘these Duties, as soon as ‘this measure can

-+ “-In conclusion, your Committee are of opinion' : -~ - -

\ 5 Es ouricil for the
Province, with the approbation of the Governor for the

‘tant annu

Faire remarquer les vices du systéme, ¢st la par-

‘tie la plus facile des travaux de votre Comité ; mais -

d’indiquer un reméde, c’est une tache ‘bien rude,

sous les circonstances actuelles et dans T'état de
confusion 0u en sont aujourd’hui les finances de ce

pays; cependant la conseience de son devoir enver's
cette branche loi donnera le courage de sugeéier 16s
rerédes, qu'il croit les plus propres, & guérir ce mal
et beaucoup d’antres en méme temps.  Dans ecette
vue, il ‘est davis qu’il suffirait d'un seul office,
réglé d'une manicre convenable et sons le contrdle
de la Législature, pour Ia due inspection et andi-
tion de tous les comptes des revenns et des dépensis
provineiales ; un parcil sysi¢me jetterait la responsa-
bilité sur un seul département, an leu de la diviser
entre plusicurs, comme ¢’est maintenant le ecas.
Le systéme embarrassant actuel d’inspection, et d’au-
dition préliminaire et finule, et Pabsence apparente de

“controle suffisant 3 les délais occasionnés én recourant

d’un bureau a un autre, et fe manque d’uniformité
dans Popération entiére du systéme, donnent lieu a
une multitude d’abus et d’inconvéniens, et font désirer
fortement le plan suggéré par votre Comité,” AI"ézard
de ce manque d’unifermité votre Comité prend la li-
berté de renvoyer a deux Rapport du Conseil, I'un en
date du 27 avril 1822, Pantre du 4 mai 1823, et a deux
autres Rapports du 4 et du-81 de décembre dernier.

Comme maticre ‘liée avee cette branche d’enquéte,
votre Comité a constaté que I’ Inspecteur-Ginéral des
Comptes Publics Provinciaux est employé, en qualité
de Commis dans le Bureau du Receveur-Général et
travaille avec d’autre i-la tenue-de ses livres, ct qué la.
méme personne est aussi I’Agent du Collecteur au ¢4-
teau-du Lac. L’incompatibilité de pareilles situations
doit paraitre évidente; et votre Comité recommande,
en conséquence,-que, quelque soient les changemens

_quiseront opérés dans ce département, on fasse cesser

Pexistence -d’une pareille anomalie, eutilrement in:
compatible avec une audition juste’et impartiale des
comptes publics. A
+ Lindulgence de laloi en faveurde Pimporteur de cer-

‘e P N w . . L3 -, - \ Vs s
taines’ marchandises sujettes aux‘droits, & Pégard du

payement de ces droits, oblige de- prendre des billets

-qui, comme il parait & ‘Votre Comit¢, sont gardés par

les Collecteurs aux différens’ Ports ouil sont pris; et
comme il ne’parait exister aucune place stre pour dépo-
ser ces pitees, ' ces’ différens endroits respectivement,
et comme les Revenus. pourrsient souffrir de 'la” des-
truction de ces billets parle feu ou antrement, le*'Co-
mité recommande qu’il soit pris un duplicata de tousles

‘Appendice
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billets qui seront par li"suite reus par les divers Collec-

tewrs de la Province, pour-le payement de” droits percus

sur Pimportation ; et 'un’ de ces d2ux ‘doubles’ restera

Pautre sera d’posé dans -les Archives_des_ diversDis-

‘entre-les mains des dits Collecteurs: respectivement; et -

tricts, dans lesquels’ sont ¢tablis' tels Collecteurs de

Dounane, & -

" Votre Comiténe peut laisser cette branche desesre- -

. cherches sans mentionner les’ inconvéniens et la” confi-
"sion qui résultent-de la_perception “des Revenus de

Douane, par suite des divers actes, tant Irpériaux que

"Provinciaux, en vertu desquels ils sont percus ;'et il re-
L 1Claus A (IESQUELS 1§ Soni-perqus ;-¢ e-
commande instamment ‘de consolider ces droits aussitdt
qu’une pareille mesure pourra étre wise 2 effet. - 0

1/ Que le:Conseil “Exécutif de-sa Majesté en''cette
Provi iucg, g gxré¢g’§lppr¢;batigni du*Gouvernear ‘en’ Chef -
- tim rom the 795.to 1 : “pourle temps  d’alors, a, depuis I’année. 1796 jusqu'a’
".in the absence of any Legislative-Authority-to that' ef- - b D e e AT00 Jesqua
fect, granted to certain Officers'of the:Customs within-
“this “Pravince; ‘allowances * to"‘a’ ‘considerable” annual, :
- amount on the Collection: of  the Revénue ‘under cer- -
- “tain"Provincial Acts, ‘and ‘have thereby assimed a‘Le-~
. -gislative power unjustified by the Constitution.”” "« -~

A

cet “effet, “accordé 3

tive
Douan

» ‘ceértains; Officiers:"de.
n ‘cette: Province, ‘des émolumens *a* un m
t annuel-considérable, sur la perception ‘des revenus’
en'verty de certains actes provinciaux, et'qu'il s'est p

stitution.

Tey L

-la:arrogé une autorité ‘legislative e réprotive la Con:

ion, votre Comits est d’opinion S

Paninée 1822, dans Pabsence de toute"autorité Législa- .

N

la .
e
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2, That -this practicc is still partially followed in
the case of the Collectors at St. John, Coteaw duw Lac,
Sherbrooke, and Neuvelle Beauce, and ought to be dis-
continued.

8. That the Collector of the Customs for the Port of

Quichee, vetains the Sum of £6424 14s 4d Currency,
which ke claims as being the amount of per centage on
the Collection of the Revenue at the Port of Quebec,
from January 182¢ to Janunary 1826, under certain
Provincial and other Acts, which claim has been dis-
allowed by a Report of Council, and is not founded in
Law except in as far as is specifically provided for by
the Act 33d Geo. IIL. Cap. 8.

4. That the said Collector should be ordered to re-
fund .the said Sum of £6424 14s 4d Currency, and
to pay the amount into the hands of the Receiver Ge-
neral without delay.

5. That the said Collector should be ordered to ren
der forthwith, a particular and detailed ‘Account of
the total Amount of the Sums levied and received by
him under the British Acts 3d Geo. 1V. Cap. 44 and
45, and Gth Geo. IV. Cap. 114, that the same may
be audited, and also of the per centage which he has
retained upon them all.

6. That the said Collector should be ordered to re-
fund, as he has already been 1equned to do by the
Commissioners of the Customs in Lngland, the amount
of the per centage so retained by. him under the Acts
3d Geo. 1V, C‘lp 44 and 45, and pay the same
;nto the hands of the Receiver Geneml thhout de-
‘1 \4

}7 That the said Collcctorshouldbc ordered to rcfund
and to pay forthwith into the hands of the Receiver Ge-
neral, all such Sums as he ‘may haveretained in his hands,
arising from a per centage on his Collections at the Port
of Que[)ec, under the Act 3d Geo. IV. Cap. 119.

8. That the allowances for Clerks hitherto made to
the Collectox, to the amount of £250 per annum, and
included in his accounts of Incidents, ought to have
ceased on the 5th January 1825, when the present
Establishment of Salaries commenced, and if any such
allowances have been retained by him, it is recommend-

"ed that he be ordered to refund, and to pay the same

forthwith into the hands of the Receiver General,

9. That all other allowances whatever to any of the
Ofticers employed in the Customs at the Port of Que-
bec, beyond their Salaues, ought to be discontinued fm
the future,

10. That the Lords Commissioners of His 1 \IaJest) s

Treasur y have, without any apparent legal authority, |

ducctcd the Collector of the Customs at Qu('bec to re-
tain out of the Duties collected under the Act Srd Geo.
IV. cap. 119, a Commission of 24 per cent, which the
said Collector has acted upon, and has s0 letamed and
still retains, -

11. That His M’l_)esty s proportlon of Selzures under'

certain Acts of the Imperial Parliament have been re-
mitted to Zngland contrary to former practice, and
contrary to the intent and meaning of the Act Gth
114.

Tneasury, by allowing Salaries to the Officers of the

Customs in this Provmce, and authonzmn’ them to re-"

tain the amount out, of the Revenues arising ‘in- the
(,olony, ‘withont the consent of the - Le(rlslature, have

imposed a heavy perm"ment and grievous annual bur-
then upon the people.of the Province, which already,
between the 5th January 1826and the 5th January 1848
* has amounted ‘to £1:>807 4s. 0d. and, that immediate :
and pressing remonstrances ought. to be. made on this

subject.. -

13. Th"\.t as the o‘ﬁce of Nav A"V.Ofﬁcer at’ the Port of ‘,

Quebec, ‘has been abolished by His Majesty’s Govern-
ment, the whole of the Dauties assigned'to {

Laws to be amended to that eﬂ'ecr.

rat Officer,
~under. Provincial Acts, ‘might, with advantage to the
public. service, be transferred to the Customs, and
‘with that view, they 'would’ recommend the. exxstmg '

A. 1829.

Que cette pratique cst encore en partic suivie d P’6-

gard des Collecteurs ¢établis a St. Jean, au Cotean du

s

~ Appeadiee
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Lac, & bhctblooke et.a la Nouvelle Bcauce, et doit 31 Jan

_étre discontinude,

3. Que le Collecteur des Douancs ait Port de Quebec
retient la somme de 16424 14s. 4¢d. courant,, qu'il ré-
clame, comine étant le montant d’unL commission sur
la perception des revenus pergus au Port de Quebec,
depuis le mois de Janvier 1822 jusqu’au méme mois de
Pannée 1826, en vertu de certains actes provinciaux et
autres ; laqudlc réclamation a é€té désallowde par un
rapport du Conseil, et n’est nullement fondée en loi,
excepté en autant qu il y est bpcualemult pourvu par
Pacte 38e Geo. 1l1, chap. 8.

4. Qu'il devrait étre enjoint au dit Collecteur de rem.
bourser la dite somme de £6424 -14 4 courant, et d’en
payer sans délai le montant entre les mains du Rece-
veur Général.

5. Qu’il devrait étre enjoint an dit Co]lcctonr de

rendre de suite un compte particuiier ct détaillé du
montant total des sommes par lui levées et xcgueq en
vertu des actes britanniques 8e Geo. 1V, chaps. 44 et
45, et 6 Geo. IV, chap. 144, afin qu it passe a l’au-
dmon, et en méme temps de la commission qu’il a re-
tenue sur icelles.

6. Qu’il soit enjoint an dit Collecteur, comme il en
a déja requ l'ordre des Commissaires des Douanes en
Angleterre, de rembourser le montant de la commission
ainsi parlui retenue sui le produit des actes 3 Geo. 1V,
chaps. 44 et 45, et de le payer sans Lelan entre les mains
du Receveur-Géuéral.

7. Qu’il soit enjoint au dit Collccteur de rembourser

et de payer de suite entre les mains. du Receveur-Gé-
néral, toutes telles sommes qu’il peut avoir retenu en=

tre ses mains, et provenant d’une commission sur ses’

perceptions au Port de Québec, en veltu dc Pacte 3e
Geo. 1V, chap. 19.

8. Que toutes les sommes jusqu’ici allouees au Col- .
lecteur pour des Commis,au montantannuel de £250,et

portées “dans les comptes des conmwences, auraient di
cesser de I’¢tre depuisle 5 Janvier 15"(), ou a commencé
Pét ablxssement actuel des salaires ; et si ces sommes ont
été par lui retenues, mcommandc qu il lui soit enjoint
de les rembourser et de lcs payex dl_ suite entre les

“mains du Receveur Général.

9. Qu’on doit discontinuer a l’avcmr d’accmder,
aucun Officier employé a la Douane au Port de Quebcc,
d’autres rétributions que son salaire. :

10. Que les Lords Commissaires de la’ Trésor erie de

Sa Majesté ont, sans aucune autorité légale apparente,
ordonné au Collecteur des: ‘Douanes & Québec de retenir

unc commission de 2% par cent sur les-droits levés en

vertu de. Pacte 3e. Gro. IV.: Chap. 119, ccqua fait le -
dit Collecteur, qui- a retenu et: 1ct1ent encore la dxte:

Commlssmn. ,

11. Quc la p'ut revenant a S‘t \hgestc, dans Ies sai.
sies faites sous Pautorité de certains, Actes du Parlement

Impeual, a été transmise en . dngleterre, contre la pra.-
txquc antéricurement suivie, et en contravention au sens” '

et a l’esprlt de ’Acte be. GeoBChap. 114.

2.  Que les' Lords Commissaires de la. Trésorerie- de -
Sa MaJeste, en accordant_des salaires ‘aux Officiers de .~

lIa Deuane en cette Province, et en les' autorisant d .-
en retenir le montant sur les revenus levis dans. la (,o]os» ‘

nic, sans le consentement de la L¢ ‘gislature, ont: inpo-

sésur le peuple de cette Province une charge pesante,‘
5 Janvier -
1826 et le 5. Janvier 1828 a monté 4" la: somme .de =
£13807 4 0ct quil faut faire sur ce su3et desreprésen- S

annuelle et - peun:mente qui. deji, entre’ ]e

tatlons 1mmed1ates et plessantes. c

18, Que le Gouvernement de Sa Mqﬁste ayant aboh

-l’Ofﬁce d’Officier Maritime au Port-de Québec, .on pour- . |

rait avantageusement pour | le service public transferer 3
la, Douane tous: les devoirs’ dont'les” Actes provinciaux -
avaient chargé cet Officier; et dans cette vue il recoms -

e

manderalt d’amendcr les loxs ex1stantes acet egard
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14. That the Officers employed in the Collection of
the Revenue, at the several Inland Ports, within this
Province, have not givensecurity for the due and faith-
ful discharge of the duties of their Offices, and that it
is expedient that they shouldbe called upon to give
sufficient security therefor. SN '

15. That there does not appear any sufficient or ade-

uate control on the operations of the said several:

flicers, and that directionsand instructions, similar to

14. Que les Officiers employés & la perception des

- Revenus aux différens - ports intérieurs de la Province

those framed by this Committee, should be furnished -

to them for their guidance in the discharge of their

duties respectively. - S
~ 16. That the practice adopted by the Collectors at
St. John’s and Cofeau du Luc, since 1825, of paying

_ the Sterling Duties levied by them respectively, at the

rate of 5s. 6d.the ounce insilver, is anabuse, and ought

-~

to be corrected ; that they should be called upon to

-refund the difference between the Duties collected, and -
- the monies paid to the Receiver General, except in.

* such cases as they can prove that a deduction was made

were collected.: _ :

to the Merchant ‘or Importer, at the time the - Duties

Ordered, That the Chairman do leaw; tfle Chair, an"d' :

~ make this, their Second Report.

The whole nevertheless humbly submitted.
' AUSTIN CUVILLIER,
. . ‘ Chairman,
Saturday, 31st January 1829. -

Samedi, 31 Janvier 1829.

n’ont pas donné de cautionnement pour la due etfidéle
exécution des devoirs de leur charge, et qu’il est expé-

‘dient de les obliger ‘& fournir des stiretés suffisantes &

cet'effet. - |

15. Qu’il ne parait exister aucun contrdle suffisant -

sur les opérations de ces divers officiers, et qu’il fau-
drait leur transmettre, pour les guider dans ’exécution

de leurs devoirs respectifs, des ordres et des instruc-

tions semblables a celles qu’a dressées ce Comité.

16, Que la pratique adoptée par les Collecteurs éta-
blis & St Jean et au Coteau du Lac, depuis 1825, de
payer les droits sterling par eux percus respectivement
au taux de 5s-6d. Ponce d’argent, est un abus et doit
étre corrigée; qu’on doit leur ordonner de rembour-

ser la différence entre les droits percus et les deniers
" payés au Receveur-Géncral, excepté dans les cas ot
.1ls pourront prouver qu’il a été fait, lors de la percep-

tion, une réduction au marchand ou a 'importeur.

Ordonné, Que le Président laisse le fauteuil et fasse
ce Second Rapport. = S o

Le tout néanmoins trés humblement soumis.

~ AUSTIN CUVILLIER,
. - Président,
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| B | — Apnendix
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY. "
COMMITTEE ROOM,

Thursday, 4th December, 1828,
In Committee on the annexed Order of Reference. o -

Present.—Messrs. Young, Heney, Leslie, Cuvillier, and Bourdages.
Mr. Cuvillier called to the Chair.

Read the Order of Reference. | :
Read His Excellency’s Message. | o :

Ordered, "That the Chairman do move the House for Addresses to His Excellency the Admmlstrator of the
Government, for Instructions which have reference to-the Iinances of the Province since 1825, and to the ways
and means of paying the expenses of Government during the years 1826, 1827 and 1828, also for Instructions for
the reeulating the office of Receiver General, and the dll(llt of the Accounts of the Province, or which relate to
the offfces of Auditor and Inspector of Accounts, also copies of the Commissions of the Receiver General, Audi:
tor General, and Inspector General of Public Provincial Accounts, and instructions given to them respectnel)
for their guidance ; also for Reports of the Exccutive Council since 1825, upon the system adopted for the
Audit of Public Accounts ; also for opinions which may have. been given by the Law Officers of the Crown on
the legal responsabilities of His Majesty’s Receiver General, and how far the laws of Greal Britain extend to
Oﬁrcus in the Colony appointed by the Lords Commissioners of the Treasur y and accountable to them.

Adjourned to the call of the Chair.

' ———

Monday, 1500 December, 1828.
Presext.—Messrs. Cuvillier, Néilson, Young,‘ Heney, Leslie, hQuesnel, and Bourdages.
Mr. Cuvillier in the Chair. |

Ordered, That Josepl Cary, Esquire, Inspector Gcncml of Public Provincial Accounts, be requested to attend
betore the Committee to-morrow at ten o’clock in the forenoon. .

" Adjourned till to-morrow, at Ten o’clock, A. M.

Tuesday, 16tk December. 1828.
‘ Presunt.—Messts. Heney, Young, Leslie, Cuvillier, Bourda ges, Quesnel and Neilson.
M. Cuvillier in the Chair. | | . |
| Joseph Cary, Esq Inspcctor Genelal of Public Provrncral Accounts, called in and exammeds .

Q. 1. You are Inspec*or Gcneral of Pubhc Provincial Accounts ?
A1 am. | : |

Q. 2. As Inspector General do you not mspect all the Pubhc Accounts of the Provmce?
A. Yos. ‘ .

Q. 3. To whom do Pubhc Accountants transmit their Accounts ?
Al lo the Inspector General of Public Accounts. | ‘

Q. 4. Whose duty is it to call upon Public Accountants when therr accounts are in arrear? S
A. Itis part of the duty of my office, and it has been the practice when any Accountant has been in arrear to
report the cncumstance to the Civil becretary of' the Governor. N o ‘

O. 5. Arc there mv 'rccounts in arrear at present 1t' $0, st-rte the names of‘ the Accountants and Ofﬁces ? ‘
- A. The only Accountants of .which I have any otﬁcral Lnowledoe of therr bemg in arrear, are, Frederick: East, .
Tate Naval Officer, who owes a balance of : £45913s.- 1d.” currency, and I understand a judgment of the Court of -
King’s Bench’ has been obtained arramst ‘him.~Joseph Femwick, late supermtendant of ‘the Cul de Suc, who owes '
a balance*of 2bout £80 curr ency. - The Collector at Sherbrooke has not yet rendered his accounts to the:10th of -
~ October last, but has been called upon'so to do. There are several of the Accountants who have received monies .~~~
on Letters of credit and accountable Warrants, as stated in the returns 1a1d before the Leglslature in 18%6 who S
f h'we not yet ﬁnally accounted tor the expendrture thereot R |
Q. 6. Do you hold dt present any and what situation in the office of the Recelver General 7 SR
A 1 have no: appomtment from Goy ernment but I a551st wrth others in keeplng the Recerver General’s booLs.
‘ Q In'the absence of the Recervel General who i is authonzed to pay Warrants 2
"A. Thc Receiver Genenl’s son, \’Ir chlmrd Hale. i st :

Q.8 “The individual who acts for the Receiver General m'ty draw for any sum e sees ﬁtp -

A. On]y in payment of such Warrants a8 may be presented for payment, the numbers of every Walrant bemg
st.rtcd in th(. chech , - . A R o . ‘
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Q. 9. Are the Recciver General’s Accounts sent to the Inspector General’s Office for inspection in the first
nstance ?
A Yes.

Q. 10. What check do you conceive exists upon the operations of the Collectors at the Inland Ports of the
Provinee ?
A. None but their Quarterly Accounts sworn to.

Q. 11. Are you informed upon what data the ad nalorum duaty 1s collected at those ports, and what security is
there by law against any attempt at an under valuation ?

A. T have no information on this subject, but I presume it is under the provisions of the Imperial Act, 6th Geo.
IV, cap. 114, sec. €1 & 22

Q. 12. What are the remarks which vou say you have made on the account furnished by the Collector at Co-
teaw du Lac for the quarter ending 10th October 1837 2
A. The original remarks and the answers of'the Accountants are annexed to the Auditor General’s Report of

1

Sth November last, now before this Committec.

Q. 12, The receipt of the Receiver General to the Account last mentioned, purports to be « on account of
the within duties 3 have you any information to give to the Committee on that subject ?

A. I presume that the Receiver General, perceiving that it was not the full amount of duties accounted for
that was paid, but the balance after deducting per centage and incidental expences, thought proper to give his
receipt for so much on account.

Q. 14. Has the Collector been required to refund the unauthorized charges against which you have ob-
jected ?
A. I understand that he has been called upon to refund.

Q. 15. To what period arc his Accounts inspected and andited ?

A. His Accounts have been finally audited to 10th October 18¢7. Those for the quarters ending 5th January
and 5th April 1828, have been examined by me, and remarks transmitted. Those of the Sth July and 10th
October 1828, have not yet been inspected.

Q. 16. Have vou reason to believe that the Duties collected at Cotcau du Lac, or at any other inland Port,
vnder the Tmperial Acts, have been paid by the Importers, in silver at 5s. Gd. Sterling the ounce, or in other
money at its current value? '

A. Itis provided by the Imperial Acts that the Dutics ¢ may be paid and taken according to the proportion
and value of 5s. Gd. the ounce in silver.”

Q. 17. Are they notinvariably paid into the hands of the Receiver General at the rate of 5s. 6d. Sterling per
ounce? ‘
A. Up tothe 5th January 1828 they were paid at that rate.

Q. 18. At what rate are they now received ?
A. In Sterling, the Dollar 4s. 6d.

Q. 19. Can you cxplain thercason of the delay between the date of the Accouuts of the Collector at Coteau
die Lac and their final inspection and audit ?

A. The delay was accasioned from the want of answers of the Accountant to the remarks on the Accounts of
1826, and after receiving the Accounts for 1827, they were examined, and those for both vears were transmitted
to the Auditor General on the 14th July 1828. ‘ i

Q. 20. Did the Accounts of the Collector of Cotean du Lac, which appears to have been audited only on the
5th November 1828, and which purports to be Duties collected in the years 18206 and 1827 form part of those
submitted to the Legislature in the Session of 1:27?

A. The Collections of the year 1826 were included in the Accounts for that year, and submitted to the
Legislature in 1827.

Q. 21. Are the Recciver General’s receipts annexed to the Accounts of the Collector of Coteau du Lac for
the year ending 10th October 18287?
A. Yes.

.2 Is it the usual practice in your office to make up the Public Accounts for the Legislature, from the
Accounts of Collectors and others, previous to their inspection and audit ?

A. It is of necessity, the practice with respect to the Income Accounts, particularly the last quarter’s collection, ;
which generally comes in at the. moment they are required to be included in the Public Statements, but since
1824, only whgq the amount has been paid into the Receiver General. There would be no difference in the
amount, even, if thcy were finally audited, as any corrections in consequence, are only made in the subsequent

,.Acc'ount;1 It'is not the practice with respect to the Expenditure which is only charged after the Warrants
-areissued. : R

~ Q. 23. Where arc the Bonds taken by the Collector at Coteau du Lac deposited, and are there any oufstand- '
ing at present ? ‘ o 5
A. I do not know where the Bonds are deposited ; there were none outstanding on the 10th October 1828. .

QL 24. Do the Collectors at any of the inland Ports give security for the true and faithful diéchéfg;e“of' their
duties, and if so, to what amount respectively ? « . ‘ ‘ o :
A. I cannot ascertain that any security is given.
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Q. 0) Do the Collector and (;omptloller at the Port of Quebec give security ? ' éppendlx
A. I am informed that security is given for what is calied the Crown Duties. A

Q. 26. In the Account No. 3, purporting to be the Trinity Honse Fond, there appears to be an itens for
Salary to the Master of the Tnmty House, from 20th August 1824 to 31st December 1827, at £250 per annum,
can you explain why that charge 1s made ? ’

A. The charge was made because it was an authorized payment, allowed on the recommendation of the Trit
inity

Board.

Q. 27. Is it not your duty to remark upon any charge made in the Public Accounts which are not autho-
rized by Law, and have you done so in this instance, and to whom ¥

A. When Iam aware that any payment is made contrary to Law, I conceive it my duty to represent the case,
but I did not consider it to be so in this case.

28, By what authority is an additional Harbour Master at Montreal appointed ?
. On the 1ccommmdat'on of the Trinity Board.

>o

29. By what authority is an additional Water Bmhﬂ’ appointed at Montreal ?
. On the recommendation of the Trinity Board.

f>r.0

o

. 80. The rent of the Naval Office is a new charge in this Account, can you explain it ? ‘
A. The office of Naval Officer was done away with by the late regulations respecting Custom Houses. Tt
became necessary to appoint, in consequence, a Provincial Naval Officer to carry into effect the Provisions of the

Act 45th Geo. 111. Cap. 12, and the Collection of the Duties under that Act being the only duty of that Officer,
the rent of that Office became a necessary expense of  Collection.

Q. 81. Why is the Amount of the Salary of the Clerk of the Trinity Houseat A[ont) eal auc‘mented to £30
Currency perannum ?
A, On the recommendation of the Trinity Board.

A

Q. s2. ‘Why is the Amount coliected by Frederick East, Naval Officer, in the year 1822, not credited until the
uu 1847 ?

7 . The Accounts of that Officer were in arrear for several years, and I do not find that any account of the
Duues on Steam Boats for the year 1822 had reached the Office of the Inspector General of ‘Accounts, and it was
only in 1827, when an enquiry was made of me by the Registrar of the Trinity House respecting those Duties (an
account of which had been rendered to that Board) that, on comparing the amounts paid by the Naval Ofiicer to
the Receiver General, with such Accountsas I found recorded in my Ofiice, I discov ered the amount of those
Duties had been paid in.  The Receiver General, from January 1822 to August 1823, had given credit for the

monics paid by the Naval Officer, as sums pald on account, without specxfymrr for what pemod or f'ox what parti-
cular duties. .

Q. 33. Why is the Poundage to the Supermtendant of the Cul de Suc five per cent in the years 1825 and 1826,
and only 2} per cent in 1827 E

A. This is erroncously stated 2} per cent instead of 5 per cent in thc accotints fox 18‘77, and will be correct-
ed in the next Accounts.

Q. 314 Why are there no Accounts rendered ofthe Cul de Sac dues in the quartexs ending 5th January, 5th
April and 5th July 1897 2

A. "The late Superintendant of the Czcl de Sac did not furnish xegular Accounts. Ina Statement rendered by
him. he states the amount of those qualtexs to be £185 2 0 Currency, but has not paid the Amount to the
Receiver General. His Salary, as Assistant Harbor Mastex for twelve months, bas been stopped and he hasnot
been paid h!s Commission on s Collectlons. '

Q 35. Has the late Supeuntendant of the Cul de Sac givenany secunty of Office ?
A. Icannot find that he has,

Q. 86. Has the present Incumbent given any ?
A. Hc has to the amount of Five hundred Pounds.

Q. 87. No fines appear to have been received by the Reglstrar of thc Trinity House in the year 1827, can
ou give any information on that subject ? .

A. The Registrar of the Trinity House, in Februar y 1828, paid to the Recelver General #£7 4s. 0d. for Fines
recelved in 18‘.27, which wxll be credited in the Accounts for 1828.

Q. 88. What check is there on the Supenntendant of the Cul de Szzc in his Collectlons, as well as on thosc of
the Naval Officer and Registrar? -

A None—but their Accounts swom to before the Mastex of the Trinity House.

Q 39, What i is the 'lonnage of the Vease] built by the Trmlty House 2
Se»enty seven 244-9% Tons. .-

Q. 40. Are there: any other Sums due to the Corporatxon of the Trxmty House by any of its present or former
Servants and Officers, besides those which you have stated in your answers ? -
A. N one that I am at present aware of. -

Tizomas A Youn mquxre, Audxtor Gcneral of Pubhc Accounts and al Wembel of your Commlttee, Was
_ ‘ ‘ . exammed \ o

Q 4«1. You are Audltor General of Pubhc Accounts o o
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Q. 42. How long have yon been so ?
A. Siuce July 1820.

(2. 43. What are the duties of your Oflice?

A, Letters Patent appointing me Anditor Generpl, authorize and empower me to examine, audit and state
all Accounts whatever relating to the Revenue and expenditure of the Province, and report thereon to the
Governor, preparatively to a - final audit by the Executive Council; to make out all Statements of Accomnts
whether for the Legistature or the Civil (;0\cn\nlu\t By Instructions which [subscquu tly received, I am
directed merely to report to a Committee of the whole of the Executive Couneil, upon such Accounts only as
shall be sentto the Auditor General’s Oflice by the Inspector Geueral of Public Provincial Accounts.

Q. 44. What Salary is attached to your Oflice, and are there any and what allowances besides ?
A. Tour hundred pouuda sterling per anum, and one hundred pounds sterling 1’01 contingencies and allow-
ance for a Clerk. Owing to the liness of the gentleman who acted as Clerk, an Assistant has been employed,

who i3 paid by Warrant.

Q. 15. What check is there on your part over tae operations of the Inspector General of Accounts?
A. None.

Q. 46. Can you devise any means whereby the Inspoctzon and Audit of Public Accounts may be effected by
m\mml checks, and do you conceive that the final Audit by the Exceutive Councit is the best under present
circumstances ?

A. 1 am of opinion that the offices of Auditor General and Tnspector General should be united in or‘e ; that
the Auditor General should be at the head of the office from the tenor of his present Commission, and that the
Inspector General should act under his directions 3 that all accounts should be sent to the Auditor General, who
ought to be rendered respons: :ble if any Accountants noglcct to furnish their accounts up to the s,>ouhod pe-
fmds or otherwise tall into arrear ; that it should be his dut} immediately to call upon the mxpcctor General to
inzpect the accounts without detuy. The Auditor General should also report upon, and finally audit, all accounts
where no new or extraordinary char ges are made ; his reports should be addressed to the Governor, o and \‘y’mmnts

shouid issue for the amount récommended by hxm, without any reference to the Executive Council.  In extreo
dinary cascs, or where new charges are made, he should report the fact to the Govunox, and submit the case to
Lis consideration ; ; all Warrants sxouid pass thxouol his oftice and be countersigned by him, and in. eVCry case

LN

w’nex aWw .mant is sent to him for entry, and w here any particular circumstance comes to his knowledae which

might render it inexped ent that the warrant should issue, he ought, before countersiguing it, 1o submxt all the
information of which he might be possessed to the consideration of the Governor, and take his sp(_cmi commands
thereon; in fact, every parhculax relatmg to the Revenue and ixpenditare of the Provinee should pass thr ough
his hands, and he be réndered 1cspomabk for every thing that might be done contrary to law or left undene. Tt
is immaterial whether the officer at the head of the dopmtme nt be styled Auditor General or Inspector General ;
but it is absolutely necessary that every recor d relating to the Accounts should be in one and the same othce, und
under the control of the ofticer at the head of the departmwt

Q. 47. Would the system you have pointed out, simplify the audit of Public Accounts, and do You conceive
that any saving would acerue to the Province by adopting it ?

AT conceive it w ould simplify the audit of Accounts, as responsability would then rest with one individual
instzad of being divided among several departments as it now is; it would also cnable the responsable person to
ascertain at all tlmea, without auy material delay, the actual state of the Public Revenue and Expenditure without
being compelied to go from o'.ce to othee to examine papers and documents with which he cannot be supposed
to ba conv ersdant, to enter into long and intricate calculations, and, in fact, to andit anew alf the Accounts included
in the penod for which the statement is to be made up. 1 am also of opinion, that the Auditor General in such
case would be enabled to keep open accounts with all individuals entrusted with public monies, and thereby be
enabled to give them a statement of their accounts whenever they might require it.  As regards the expences, 1
conceive that the establishment should consist of an Auditor General, an Inspector or First Llerk, and onc Clerk ;

these would be enabled to perform all the duties required, exeept pmlﬂps on extr mrdnmry OCC.lblOllS when addl- ,

tional copies of papers might be required.

Q. 48. Then you are of opinion that one office under proper regulations within the Province would be adequate

tothe duei mspectxon and audit of all Public Accounts, and that there would exist sufhmcnt checks to all effizient -

and useful purposes previous to the final audit by the Treasury in England ?
AL Tam,

Q. 19. Do you corceive yourself' authorized at pz esent to reszst the pa%mfr of zmy Account for :my p'1rt of the -
‘public expenditure which is not authorized by law?
A. T conceive myself authouzed to submit to the Governor :my objections that 1my occur to the Accounts on

which I report.

Q. 50. Do you not concexve)ourse]f obliged to conform voumc]f in the audit of Public Accounts to the decx-
sion and pieasure of the Governor, on pomts for which the law does not provide for? =

A. Incases where the Law does not authorize any particular expense or charge, and whcre there has becn /,

Fau]
no decision thercon by the Governor in Council, I suspend the amount claimed and subwit the case to' 'the con-

sideration of the Council. I do not consider mysclf bound to recommend any particular charge” upon the

. pleasure of th(. C *OVernor, fot if the Governor directs it to be paid, I have nothmw to do with 1t. . 4{ -

Q. 51 Does the decxsxon of the Councﬂ on those pomts serve as'a preccdent or authonty for you in vourv

future operations ?
-A. The decision of the Councﬂ when approved of by thc Governor in Council, serves as a precedent for the
future, ‘ o o ‘

v

Q. 52. Do you not co'lsuler that the decxsxon of the Governor in Councﬂ is supeuor to the laws of' the Pro;\ :
vinee? :
A. conceive tha; the Governor and Councﬂ are not in the habxt of demdmg contr'ny to the laws of the Pro-[

vinee,

st
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Q.353. You admrt that the Governor in Council occasxonally do decide contrary to the Laws of the Provmce ?
A. I am not a Lawyer.

Q. 54. What check is there under the present system upon the issuing of any \’l arrant for any Expendxture
not authorized by Law?

A. I donot know what Warrants arc issued, they do not pass through my hands, and I amin no way responsa-
ble for them.

Q. 55. May not Warrants issue, under the present system, for any Expenses of Government, which are not
the result of any recommendation cither from your office or that of the Inspector General ?

A. Warrants may and do issue without any recommendation from the Auditor General, but none can issue
without the knowledge of the Inspector General, whose duty it is to enter them, and I conceive that he ought to
submit any ochct1011 that he may have, to the issuing of a Warrant, to the Governor, previous to transmrttmrr
the same for signature. I know of no power in. the country which -can prevent the Governor from issuing a
Mouey Walrant, if he sees fit to do so, subject always to the responsability of so domg.

Q. 56. Vill you produce to the Committee the Record Book of Remarks of your Office? - :

A. As my Reports are only preliminary for the information of the Executive Government, and hable to be
approved or disapproved, as the case may be, I do not consider myself authorlzed to produce the Record Book
to the Committee. :

Q. 57. Has not the Inspector General of Publrc Provmcxal Accounts ﬁee access to the Records of : your ofﬁce,
and may you not be called upon by other officers for the like purpose, and by whom? .

A. The Inspector General has free access, as well as the Committee of the whole of the Executrve Council ; 5

persons interested are entitled to extracts from Reports upon their Accounts ; no other pubhc Officer is. entrtled
to communication of Reports except by specxal directions from the Governor. :

Q. 58. Are not all Public  Accountants entitled to a communication of such parts of your Record Book as
relates to them, and do you not_invariably communicate such information when thereunto required ?

. A. They are eutxtled and I am directed by my Instructrons to commumcate the same to them whenever |

requued

T. was then | ‘ |
Ordered, That the Chairman do move the House for an Address to His Excellency the Admmrstrator of. the
Govemment for communication of the Record Book of Reports of the Auditor General of Public Accounts.

Appendix
o~

Ordered, That the Honorable M. H. Perceval, Collector, andG A Gore, Esquire, Comptroller, be requested |

to attend before the Committee on Frrday next.

Ad_]ourned to the call of the Chalr

Frzda Yy th December 1828
Pnnsnnr :—Messrs.’ Hene s Nezlson, Leslze, Que.mel Cuvtllrer, Bourdages and Yozme

Mr. Cuvzllzer in the Ch'ur.

George A G‘ore, Esquire, called- in and examined :
Q. 59. Youa are Comptroller of the Customs at Quelzec’
A. T am. : L - |
Q. 60. Have you glven any ‘and what securrty on enterrntr into Oﬁ"lce9
A. Yes; myself and two securmes in the sum of Two thousand pounds sterlm«.

Q. ()1 Ale the whole of the Dutles collected at the Port of QHL’ZM’C unde1 Br1t15h or Imperzal Acts, and under .

Provincial Statutes, paid into the hands of the Receiver General ? -

A. The whole of the Duties collected at the Port of Quebec, whether under’ Acts of the Impernl Parhament

or under the Provincial Statutes which have been revived and rendered permanent by.the. Imperial Act 3d Geo.

1V. Cap. 119, are payable to the Receiver General of the Province, except those collected under the Imperlal o

Acts ()th Geo IL. Cap.13," 4«th Geo. III Cap L.), and- Gth Geo. III Cap 52, NI

Q. 82. What is your pxesent Salary and are. there any: fees and emoluments att ached to your Oﬂ‘ice" - -‘ S
A. One thousand pounds sterling, and one- -third of an allowance of rl‘wo hundred pounda currency granted to

the Collector and (,omptrollel by the Provmcxal Government in 18149. AN

L Q. 63 bmce what perxod has your present Salary commenced ?
‘ A. r Smce 5th January 1806 el

Q 64. What descrxptlon of' Revenue is remrttedx to' England and what isits average annual amount ?
'A. The Revenue collected under the ‘Aets 6th. Geo.’ L. Cap. 18, 4th Geo. 111. Cap. 15;.and" 6th Geo.’

pounds Sterlmcr. RERINALEE

Q 60. Wlll you laydbefore the Commrttee a Statement of such Rev enue smce’1828 2
‘ A Inow produce the same. (see Appendxx A) L .

l L
. Cap. 52 ; the a average annual amount remrtted to Enrrland' has been One thousand one hundred and seventy-elghtv
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Appendix Q. 66. Whatis the present establishment of the Customs in Canada, independent of Provincial appointments,
“ ™ the duties and salaries of each ofticer respectively ?
A. A Statement of the Establishment of the Customs is now produced. (sce Appendix B.)

Q. 67." Will you lay beforethe Committee a Return of the quantity of Teas and other articles imported direct
from China, theamount of duty paid, and the quantity destroyed, if’ any ?
A. I now produce the same. (see Appendix C.)

Q. 68. Does any inconvenience result from the present mode of entering such Teas, and does any check exist
on the punctual and faithiul payment of the Duties thercon ? .

A. By the present mode of entering Teas, the custody and charge of the Teas is taken altogether from the
Customs, upon the Agents of the Honorable East ITndia Company giving bond for the duties, which bond is not
limited to any period for final payment, by which means an indefinite creditis given, while other Importers obtain
a credit of only cight months ; in consequence of the indefinite credit thus given, much inconvenience arises at’
the Custom House, inasmuch as the books ot account of the several importing ships remain open and ' cannot be
brought to a close, thereby weakening the proper check and control of the Officers of the Customs on the punctual
and faithtul payment of the Liuties, already rendered almost nugatory by placing the Goods upon which the Duties
are payable wholly out of their charge before the net amountis ascertained and paid or secured, and which, under
the present law, only becomes due as sales are made.  There would not seem to have been any real necessity
for introducing the monopoly of the East Indiu Company into this Colony as has been done by the Actin question;
that body could not require to make its importations upon more favourable terms than other merchants engaged in
the trade of the Province, nor the further right which is also recognized of not paying Duty upon such quantities
as may from time to time become decayed or damaged, during the indefinite period that the Teas may remain in
the custody of the Importers.

Q. 69. Could such Teas be warchoused on importation under the existing laws?

A. Yes; and if the Importers availed themselves of that system, a full and correct account would be taken of
the Teas before they were warehoused, and the amount of Duty finally to be paid thereon would then be ascer-
tained, the payment of the full amount of which would be limited to two years from the date of importation ; it
appears to us, however, that the system of eight months credit established by the old law would be preferable, as
the Importers would get immediate possession and dispose of their Goods at the time of landing, and the Govern-
ment would receive the full amount of Duties due upon the importation within the same period, as similar Duties
are now payable by other merchants,

Q. 70. Are there any Duties now duc by the Agents of the East India Company, and if so, what is the
amount ? , ‘ A

‘A. The duties now outstanding on Teas imported by the Agents of the East India Company amount to
£31,950 1s 8d. carrency, and will only fall due, should the existing law be continued, within thirty days after
the period of cach sale, as it may happen to be made, and, judging from the quantity already sold within the
four years since the first importation, not amounting to one half of the whole importations, it is reasonable to
suppose, that a similar period will elapse before the stock now on hand can be got rid of' 5 it is however under-
stood that no ship is expected from China next scason. : -

Q.71. Under what authority do the Collector and Comptroller of theCustoms at the Port of Quebec retain in
their hands any part of the revenue in payment of their salarics ? : : o :

A. Under orders from the Honorable Commissioners of His Majesty’s Customs, dated 12th December 1825,
and 15th May 1826, as notified to them by the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury.

Q. 72. Is there any part of the Revenue under Provincial Acts retained by them for that purpose, and by what
authority ? : ' , : ‘

A. Yes, under the authority above stated, as forminga part of the < Custom Duties” of the Colony ; the Du-
ties originally imposed by the Provincial Legislature being now cither revived, rendered permanent by and col-
lected under the Imperial Act 3rd Geo. 1V. cap. 119, are considered equally liable for that purpose. I produce Cor-
respondence had upon this subject with the Honorable Comnmissioners, and with the Provincial Government. (See
Appendix D.) » ' S

Q. 73. Arethe means now in operation of securing the due and faithful collection of the Duties at the Lower
Ports within the Province effectual, and is there a sufficient check over the Officers at those Ports under the pre-. -
sent system? * | , v o ST
A. They appear to be as effectual as the local circumstances of these stations, and the amount of the Revenue
collected, will admit ; the small amount of Duties collected would not at present warrant an increase of these -
establishments so as to afford the check of a Comptroller, and out-door Officers to each ; it is thercfore left to -
the Head Department to which they account, to control and check the accounts rendered, and which has hitherto -
appeared to be sufficiently cffectual for that purposc. ’ A ‘ L - o

Q. 74. Will you state the gross amount of Duties collected under the Acts of Parliament 14th Geo. IIL cap. 88, -
3rd Geo.IV. cap. 119, and 6th Geo.IV. cap. 114, during the quarters ending 5th' January; 5th July, and'10th Octo-
ber 1827, and 5th January 1828 ; the actual amount received ; the deductions made, whether for commussion,
incidents, or return of Duties, distinguishing the amount under each Act, and shewing the sum paid, under,each, -
to the Receiver General. . | . S R e

- A. I'mow produce a Statement shewing the particulars required ; and also copies of Correspondence had with- -
the Honorable Commissioners and with the Provincial Government- (sce AppendixE, F, G.)™ . -~ -~ .
" Adjourncd till To-morrow, at Ten o’clock, A. M.

*

 Saturday,
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Saturday, ~ 3 ~ Appendix
aturday, 20th December 1828. o | Appendix
Present : Messts. Young, Heney, Cuvzllzer, Quesnel, Leslze, Neilson aad Bourda«rcs.

Mr. Cuvillz'er in the Chair.

‘ . Joseph Cary, Esquire, Inspector General of Public Provincial Accounts, again called in and
~ examined :

R

Q. 75." Youstated in your last e\ammatlon that the individual who acted for the Receiver General during
his absence last summer, had the command of all the money for the purpose of paying_ ‘Warrants cnly,—will you
explain to the Committee what check there was to prevent him employing the Money to other purposes? .

A. I was appointed by the Receiver General to examine each check, and, ascertain that a Warrant was pro-
duced and acqultted for the amount, and I countersigned the Check as havmg examined it.

Q 76. Is it not customary for the Reccrver General to keep an Account at each of the Banks of thxs Cxty ?
- It ds.

Q. 77 During his absence, who has authorrty to sign Checks authorizing the payment_of Money 80
deposrted?

. See my answer to the same question. (No. 7.)

-~ Q. 78. Can you state whose Bonds are outstanding whrch have been sent for prosecutron ? : o ‘
A. Mr. . Stevenson, of the amount £181 19s 0d is paid and credited in the Collector’s Account to 5th July
1828, and I am informed that the Balance has been paid in full and will be credrted in Account Current to

5th January next. .

Q. 79. Does the Statement (\’o 1) purportmrr to bean Account of the Ordmary Revenues and Extraordmarv
Resources of the Province, exhibit the total amount of Duties levied on the people of the Provmce, if not wrll
you state what part is kept back, and how it occurs ? : ’

A, It does, as far as it comes to my knowledge from the Accounts furnished by the different Collectors
except some Duties which I understand are collected at the Port of Quebec, of whrch no Accounts are ren-
dered to the Provincial (xovernment and the amount of which is remitted home.

Q. 80. Do the: Agents for the Collectors at St. Jokn and Citeau du Lac, pay into the Recerver General’ b
Chest the amount of Sterling Duties in Dollars, or do the Banks give credit for the amount of therr Drafts ’
in favor of the Collectors, without paying in Spccre ?

A. In general it is through the Banks, who give credit for the amount to the Receiver Genera]

Q. 81. Who are the Agents for the Collectors, referred to in the prevrous question? ‘
A Tkomas Douglas, Esqun'e, is A«rent 101 the Collector at St. Jokn, and myself' for Coteau du Lat:.

Q. 82. In Vour last examrnatlon vou stated that the charde of Salary to the: Master of the Trrmtv House
is an authorized payment allowed on the recommendauon of the Trmrty Board wrll you state how you con-
ceive the payment to be authorized-? ‘

A. By the directions of the Governorin Chief conveyed in the Lettcr of' his Secre%ry to the Clerk of: the .-
Etecutrve Councrl to make out the Warrant. '

S Q 8‘3 Do you conceive that the same authorrty apphcs to tho other new charges aoa]nst the Tnmty House '
Fund ? ‘ ‘ ‘ ,

A, Yes

Q 84. Does the Rccerver Genelal give Recelpts for Dollars when the payment of Dutres are made throucrh “
the Banks and not in Specie 7 A

_A. From the arrangement entered into by the: Recerver General w1th the Banks tor paymg hrs bhecks pre- -
vrous to. his making any deposits, he is frequently indebted . to- the Banks, ‘and for: -alty remittance’ made b
‘Drafts on the Banks he granted his Receipts for the Dollars, without giving the. Aaents the trouble to. make'

 the payrnents to lnmself n, Specle, and atterwards to pay . it back acram to the Banks

Q. 85. Do you conceive there is any authorxty mvested by Law in. the Master and Wardens of the Trmrty T
House to dispose of the Funds of that Lorporntron in the shape of Pensxons or superannuated allowances " .
~A. I:do not consrder myself competent to mterpret the Law. - .

N Q 86. Can you. devise any means whereby the Inspectxon and Audlt of Publrc Accounts may be eﬂ'ected
,by mutual checks, and do you conceive that the ﬁnal 'ludlt by the Lxecutlve Councrl composed as itis,
vthe ‘best. under present circumstances ? o o
“A. Under present. circumstances, 1 consider the present system of audrt fully efﬁcrent lVere the ﬁuancral )
- difficulties now ‘unfortunately existing , brought to a’ termiination, and the particular Funds’ determmed by Leé- g
gislative Enactments or. otherw1se, out of which the several branches of the Public. Expendlture were.to’ be‘f’f R
' -fdefrayed ‘then'the system, in_my opinion, might be - simplified. A responsable” Officer might bé’ appointed’ R
_either.as Auditor or Inspector General with the requisite assrstance, who, under proper Instructmns and bound E
by clearly defined authorities for everybranch of the Public' Expendrture ‘might be empowered to'examine and R
. determine all ordinary. claims against the: Public; for which there were Funds legally appropriated,”and coming DRy
- strictly within'the established authorltres, and’ upon the recommendn Jand) ability of that ﬂicer«pay.,., .
. ..ments might be made to’the Claimants. Any items of ‘charge” ‘upon’ whrch’ he" may entertain‘any doubt;or
. which he drd not consider as coming str rctly within the. regulated authormes, should.be snspended and referred5 N
to the determination of the Exeécutive Cotincil ; as, by t the existing Instructions of His Maj jesty to the: Governor |
. of the Province, the final-Audit of ‘all Accounts ‘must” rest’ wrth ‘the’ Executwe Councrl the Audrtor or Ins.
spectm should be requzred, at stated penods, to render to the Governor and - Councrl for approvnl ‘afull and

> partxcular S
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particular Report of each Account examined by him, stating what deductions, if any, he has made, his rea-
sous therefor, and the amount which he has recommended for payment; and in a distinet Report the particu -
lars :of all such charges as he may have suspended or reserved for want of due authority, or from other
causcs, for the decision of the Council thereon. The Accounts of all Collectors of Revenues to be also
examined by him, withsuch means of checkingas may be determined or required, and also reported on as
above. At the close of cach year that Officer is to make up clear and distinct Statements of the Income and
Expenditure of the past year, distinguishing the amount under each head of appropriation, to be submitted
to the Legislature, with Copics of his several Reports before mentioned, and the decisivns of the Council
on the particular cases submitted to them, accompanied by all the original Accounts and Vouchers for the
revision or examination of a Committee of the House of Assembly, if deemed nccessary.

Q. 87. The Committece perceive by your Instructions that vou countersign all Warrants, do you feel
yourself authorized to resist the countersigning any Warrant for any part of the Public Expenditure not
authorized by Law ? . '

A. I consider myself bound by my Instructions to countersign, as entered, all Warrants directed to be
issucd by the Governor, or Person administering the Government.  If I am aware in any case that it is con-
trary to Law, I conceive it to be my duty to represent the particular state of the case.

Q. 88. Have vou any means of ascertaining the correctness of the amount of any Warrant issued for the
payment of any Account for Public Services, and if so, statc to the Committee what thev are?

A. 1 have; when the Warrantis sent to me for examination and eatry, by the Clerk of the Executive
Council, it is accompanied by the Reports of the Executive Council, and of the Auditor General, and I have
reference to the minutes I keep of the examination of the Account by myscif.

Q. 89. May not Warrants issue under the present system for any expenses of Government which are not
the result of any recommendation cither from your Ofiice or that of the Auditor General ? :
A. Yes. :

Q. 90. Do you ever countersign Warrants for the Amount of Accounts that exceed the sum for which you
had previously passed them ? ) ,

A. Certainly not; ifa Warrant, by clerical crror, or otherwise, be made out for a wrong sum, I get
it corrected. ‘

Q. 91. Do you keep a Register of the remarks you occasionally make on the Accounts submitted to
your inspection? ‘ ‘

A. Idonot keep any other Register of my remarks than the rough minutes made in the course of examina- .
tion of an account. I have accessto the remarks and the Accountant’s answers on all occasions in the Audi-
tor General’s Office. |

Q. 92. Canyou furnish the Committee with a Statement of the monies still outstinding, advanced on letters
of credit and accountable Warrants, or in any other way, stating the dates of such advances, thejparties to
whom the advances were actually made, and the steps, if any, taken to compel a settlement ?

A. I can furnish the Statement required, but not immediately, as if will take some time to prepare it; and
sceveral of the accounts of the expenditure of part of those sums are now before the Council and may be ex-
pected to be reported on shortly. ‘ | o

Q. 93. What check is there on”the persons who receive money for Licenses in different parts of the Province
to secure a regular and faithful account and payment of the monies they receive for the public ? :

A. The Secretary of the Province is responsable for his Agents in different parts of the Province, and it is
that officer who accounts for the whole of the Licencesissued. The check is provided for by the Provincial
Act 7th Geo. TV, cap. 5, which enacts, that the person authorized to fix the seal at arms of the Governor, &c.
to the Licenses, shall deliver them to the Secretary of theProvince, taking receipts in duplicate for the number
delivered, one of which receipts shall be Jodged with the Inspector General of Public Provincial Accounts.
The Quarterly Accounts of the Provincial Secretary are examined with those receipts, and of the number of
Licenses remaining cach quarter, an account is kept. ' ‘

Q. 94. Arc you acquainted with any existing check to sccure a_regular account and faithful payment of mo-
nies received as fines levied throughout the Province by sentence of Justices of the Peace ?
A. I know of none, except under the provisions of the Provincial. Act 4th Geo. IV. cap. 19.

Q. 95. What is the amount that the Collector of Cotéau du La(c‘is called upon to refund as stated in,zinsWer to
the 14th question? o ‘ ' ;
A. It is the amount stated in the Auditor General’s Report of 5th November last, now before the Committee.

Q. 96. Is there any particular reason for the apparent delay in inspecting the two last Quarterly Accounts of -
the Collector of Coteau du Lac, referred to in answer to the 15th question? ‘ R
A. The press of business just now in my office, in preparing the Public Accounts for the last two years, and
the Contingent Accounts of the several offices coming in all about the same time, which I examine in the first -
instance, as the individuals are generally pressing for their money, for which reason I am under the necessity

of deferring the examination of those and many other accounts. -

Q. 97. Arc the Receiver General’s Receipts annexed to.the Accounts of the Collector of Cotean ‘du Lac.
referred to in answer to the 21st question receipts in full? - . ' o o

A, For the balance, after his deductions for commission and incidental allowances. . -

Q. 98. Do you think that there would be any inconvenicnce if the Officers of thé Customs were charged with
tion? - | | ; e ca T = el
A. Tam of opinion it would facilitate the collection ; it was for that purposc that the Collector was appointed

the duty under the Provincial Act 45th‘ Geo. 111. cap. 12, rjefb'rre’d:tb by you in your auswer to the 30th ques- S S

' “Naval Officer; but it would be requisite that some of the provisions of the Act should be amended, Q.
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Q. 99. Can you state the rcason why a Commission is charged by the Registrar of the Trinity House, on his
disbursements in the year 1826 and 1827, and no such charge appears in that of 1825 ? o o

A. On reference to the copy of the Account Current of the Registrar for the year 1825, I find that there is a
charge of £37 16s. 9d. for commission on his disbursements for that year. |

Q. 100. Can you account for the irregularity which appears to exist in the recéipt of some part of the Casual
and Territorial Revenue? ‘ o o ‘ ' '
A. Not otherwise than the individuals are backward in making payments.

Q. 101. Do you think yourself authorized to notice the circumstance, and do you report it and to whom ?
A. I have stated in the Public Accounts, laid before the Legislature, the amount received and to what period,
and where, in some cases, nothing has been received it is mentioned. . ‘ :

Q. 102. Can you account why the rent of the Forges of St. Maurice has not been paid, and can you state from
what period it i$ now in arrear? ‘ S | I -

A. The lessee has been called upon; and, upon reference to the Receiver General, I find that he has lately
- paid s£1000 on that account, being the rent up to st July 18¢7. ‘

- Q. 108. Are there any other rents of public property now outstanding, if so, statc the amount and by whom
due? ‘ | o » - ST
A. The rent of part of the King’s Wharf, leased to Messrs. Irvine, Macnaught & Co. is in arrear since Ist

November 1825 at #£206 11s. Currency per annum.. The last year’s rent of another part of the same property,

leased to the late John JMure, Esq. (and since his death paid by Messts. Gillespie, Finlay & Co.) ‘is due ‘up to

1st inst, at £325 per annum. . »

Q. 10+. Do you conceive that the mode of applying to the Commissioners of the Customs, in England ; for a
remission of any part of the Duties levied under Imperial Acts, which may have been paid to the Collector of the
Customs through error or through a misinterpretation of the law, is liable to inconvenience, inasmuch as they can.
not be sufficiently informed of the peculiar circumstances of the case, to do perfect justice to the parties concerned,
and do not you conceive that such application might more properly be made to competent authority within the
Colony? - - - a ' : B R o

A. Application in some cases has been made to the authorities within the Colony ; but I am informed that in
many instances the application must necessarily be made to the Commissioners of the Customs in England, as the
crror or misinterpretation of the law are the acts of the Officers of the Customs at the Ports of the Lower Pro-
vinces, over whom the authorities of this Province have no controul. - : S :

"Q. 105. Can you‘ devise any“plan whereby a proper check would be established over the operations of the
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Collector and other Officers of the Customs at the Port of Quebec, if so, please favour the Committee with your

opinion on the subject? | o -
~A. It would.require more than the very limited time now allowed me, toinform mysclf of what precise means
of check might be had in addition to thosc already furnished. The checks now furnished are the returas and

different accounts kept by the respeetive officers superintending the landing of the several articles forming. the

cargo of each vessel, and as far as respects the articles on which specific Duties are imposed, I consider them suf-

ficiently complete. It is for the articles on which ad vaforem Duties are imposed, that some check appears neces-

sary ; -as the accounts of those Duties are now rendered, trust must be-given to the control of the Comptroller of
the Customs, as that officer signs and swears to the accounts as being correct. : S

Q. 106. In your capacity of Agent to the Collector of Coteau du Lac, have you paid any sterling Dutics on his
account to the Receiver General? o . e o
- A. Ihave. ‘i AT v

Q. 107, Did yon make such payments in Spanish Dollars or other coin ? describe. the manner in which the
‘payments are made? - Co S ‘ R CoT O TR AL R R

.

A. The remittances made by the Collector were generally by drafts on the Branch.of the Montreal Bank in

Quebec. I enquired of the Receiver General whether he required me to procure Dollars for such sums as the

Sterling Duties amounted to, his answer-was, that he required money in the Bank to‘answer for the amounts he
had drawn for, and that it would save trouble to take the receipt of the Cashier of the Bank for the amount; and

he, the Receiver General, gave his receipts on the several accounts accordingly: Tt would scarcely be practicable

~ for:the Collectors above to make their remittances otherwise, “as it would be attended with considerable expense’

to send.down the specie, indeed it would require that a person should be sent in charge with it’;“even as‘it'is now "

. done, it is attended with expense.to the Collectors. The Collector at St. Jokn lately made a charge, supported

by vouchers,  for the reimbursement of £12 4s. 5d., being one-eighth pe
to remit part of the Duties in 1827 and-1828, which was not allowed him.

Q. 108.- Did you make any payments on account of the Duties collected between 10th October 1825 and 5th
January 18287 o T o
CACLdid e

Q. 109.“111 \ﬂfll‘;lt coin ‘were they made? e
- A, Lrefer tomy answer,:(No. 107.) -~ . "

r cent paid by him for the Bank drafts

Q. 110. Were the Banks concerned in-the payment, if so, did the ‘Reéeiver'Geanali{neféls?"bbtaiﬁ creditin .

. his account with the Bank, or did the Bank lodge, in the' Receiver General’s Chest, Spanish Doliars to the amount

" of Duties? <7+

.. “A: Iefer to my answer, (No. 107.)’

Q 111IntheAccount,(No4,)pu1pmtmgto beastatementofthedeductlonsmadeﬁom :rﬂxggPd'l‘)\li‘c,Réﬁé-r L

- 55th Geo. I1L .cap. 8, can you account for this charge, and how, and by what authority it is made? ™~ * ©
. : A« Tor an'answer to this question, I beg leave to refer to my remarks on 'th
 becy “for, the Quarter ended 5th July 1827, now before-this Committee, - - C "~ >

" nue,  there appears a chaige of £240 against the Acts of the.52d and 55th; and the like Sum against that of the =~ =

e

e Custom House Accounts .at Que- . .
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Appendix IL was then |
NN Ordered, That the Inspector of the kmw s Domain, the Deputy Postmaster Genenl and Thomas Doufrlass,
Esquire, be desired to attend before the Committee on Monday next, at Ten o’ciock in the Forenoon.

Adjourned till Monday next, at Ten o’clock, A. M.

Monday, 22d December, 1828.
Present.—~Mocssrs, Cuvillier,Hency, Young, Bourdages, Neilson, Quesnel, and Leslie,

Mr. Cuvillier in the Chair.

Thomas A. Stayner, Esquire, called inand examined :

Q. 112. You are Deputy Post Master General of British North America ?
A. Tam.

Q. 113, What may be the annual amount of Postages for the Civil Government of Lower-Canada ?
A. Between Eight hundred and One thousand Pounds, as nearly as I can judge without reference to the books
in the Office.

Q. 114. How do you distinguish the Postages of the Civil Government from thosc of the 3 \/Ilht'lry Selnce ?

A. Letters from the Civil Secretar y’s Office Tear generally the initials of the name of the Secretary in' the cor-
ner, when such are marked ¢ paid,” the Postages are charged to the account of the Civil Government. Letters
to the Civil Secretary are charged in the same manner. There is no more danger of the Civil and Military Letters
being blended together than the Accounts against two individuals ; they are I\ept perfectly distinct. . !

Q. 115. Is not the postage of packets or letters addressed to the Governor General or Commmdcr in Chief,
charged against the Civil Government ?

A. All Tetters addressed to the Governor Gener al, either in his civil or military capacity, coming from Eng-
land, or addressed to the Public Departments in Ennland whether by way of Halifar or the United States, pay
no Provincial Postage ; but when they come thlouw}l the Uuited States they pay postage to that Government,
which is collected by the Postmasters in Canada, and remitted to the Postmaster General of the United Slates.

Q. 116. Can you 1nf01m the Committec what.may be tho vmual amount of POSt‘lO‘CS for. the Mllltdlv Dep'u't-
ment in the Canadas ? .
A. Between Sl\ hundred and chen hundred Pounds pe1 qu’trtex 3 Ithink about the lqtt er Sum.

Q. 117. Do not individuals "unconnected with the Civil Secr etary’s Department or any other Public Ofﬁcc,
receive their letters free, the Postage being chamed to the Civil Secretary ; such as the Clel gy of the Church of
England ?

A I do not consider the Postmaster would be authou/ed to, nor do I believe he does, charge letters to the .
Civil Gov emment, addressed to mdruduals, unless they bear the Initials of the Civil Secretary.

The Honorable Francis Ward Primrose called in and examined :

Q. 118. Youare the Inspectm General of the ]\mﬂ' s Domain ?
A. I am. ,

Q. 119. Can you account for the. mewulanty which appezns to exist in the receipt of the Casual and Ter-
ritorial Revenue?. -

A. Ifby irreg uhnty, as alluded to in this questxon, isto be undexstood the deficiency in the 1ecelpt comp'n'ed“
with what tlmt receipt ought to be, it may be attubuted to various causes, of wluch the f‘ollowmo' appe'u' the mostr
promment ‘ o L : o ,

4

K 1st. The lenity of Government in not enf'orcmn' the ufrhts of the Crown.

2d. The consequent deter mination of the <rre'1ter part of those indebted to the Crown not to pay the “
dues or even exhibit their Titles to have them regulated, without being compelled by legal process
so to do. ‘ . ‘

- 3d. The ncrrlect of the Notaries to furmsh their Abstracts to the Recewer General, ac‘cord‘ing‘,fo‘ I;'aw, ‘
and the Penalties for that neglect not being enforced. | '

4th. The not compelling those ]\nown to possess Pxoperty w1thln the I\mn"s Domam to eﬂnblt thelr‘:‘
‘ - Titles. ‘ 3 . ] o

Sth. The o'reat comparative e\pense under the present system of 1ecovermn° sm'ﬂl Sums due, whlch has |
pr obab]y practically induced the Crown not to prosecute, and has thereby caused a behef tlut they a
- will never be sued ior. ‘ , ‘ x :

. 6th Tllle not enfoxcmn' the rm'hts of the Cr own w1thm a 1easonab1e time after the mutauons has, taken‘ V
place. , o
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7th. The not having f'01 med a Papter Terrier of the Imm ] Domam, by Wthh alone the amount of the
Arrears can be effectually ascertained. ‘

N B.—A Papicr Terrier bemg now in plogless thxs defect wdl be remedied.

Q. 120. Are there any and what Sums in arrear due to His Majesty, from . his Cqsml a'ld Temtonal Re
~venue ?

“A. There are large Au‘eals due to His Majesty, from his Casual and Territorial Revenue. The amount it is
impossible even to calealate as respects Titles never exhibited, but I have prepared a Statement of the Amount
due as ascertained upon Titles actually rcnnlated since 1803, and upon Judgments and Suits pending. The follow-
ing is an Abstract thereof': ‘

ABSTRACT of Arlcars of Quints 'md L ods et Ventes due, as 1c~uhted in the Office of thc Inspector General of
the King’s Donnm, from 1603 to the 31st Decembor 1828,

Due from 1803 to 1826, durmn‘ the time of the ]atc J. Plante Esqr. #8016 12 0
Do. from 1826 to S5th Jmualy 1828, during the time of L. Plamondon, Esquire, "
deceased, =~ - - - - - - ‘H- - - 1805 0 2
~ Do. 1erru]dtcdm 1828, - - - - - : - 2100 6 8
In the hands of P. A. De Gaspe, Esquue, on Judfrments homo]()tra‘ced as qdmxt ed b} B
him as Sheriff, - - - - - . - 559 1 6
In the hands of ditto not vet admnttcd - - .- - - 87317 @
Old cases pending in the time of P. 4. De Gaspe, Esquue, and where distribu- -
“tions have not been m‘tdo, - - - - - 730 2 4 -
Judgments unexccuted previous to my entry upon Oﬂicc, - - - - 38414 7
Moncy in the hands of 7. 4. Young, Esquire, late Sheriff, onJudgments homo- :
logated, mot paid over to the Receiver-General. - - - - 1191 5 0
Juda‘ments in 1828, unexecuted, - - - - - - 129 6 101
Opposmons pending, - - - - . - - 997 10 G

R | | | o £16996 16 4§
Errors excepted. -

F. W. PRIMROSE,
. LG DR

N: B. ——A Papzer Tcrrzer bemrr now in pron‘l ess at Quebec and T/n ee-szrs‘, rand a Proclamtion h’tvmrr mned
~calling upon all Seigniors to 1ender fealty and homage to His Mujesty, it is probable that during. the covrse of
this ycar, a great p.ut of the Auears not at present known mll bc ascertained. :

Q 1"1- : Look at theAccount (No ‘2 ) which purports to be ‘a Statement of the Casual and Territorial Révenue,
‘and say if there are other sources of that description of Revenue accruing to the Crown not mentioned therein ?

A. As far as my office is concerned, I am not aware of other sources of" Casual and Territorial Revenue ac-
cruing to the Crown, than are to befound in the Statement (No.2,) now shewn to me, except as far 1espccts the
Droit (Z’Azzbam. »

Q. 102.° Does not the Drozt & Aubain’ form a part of the me s Revenue in tlns L’rovmce, and have an)

accrued to your knowledge 2 - :
A. I conceive that the Drozt &’ Aubain does C\lat in tlns Colony but the only mstzmce I am aware of, where it
has ploduced a Revenue, was in. the year 1811, thh reterence to the succes sion Francheville.

Q 128 Do you record m )our Oﬂ‘icc the .;ud«vments obt'uned at the suit of” the Crown drramst persons
mdebted for . Lods et Ventes or Quints, and what steps do-‘you take towards their recovery? =
- A, There is no Renlstel Kept in my Oflice of Judgments obtained at the suit of the Crown. ammst per sons
mdebted for Lods et Vcntes and -Quinfts, but since 1 h‘ue been - Inspector General of the King’s Domam, ‘I have

kept a Memorandum of all such Judgments rendered by the Court of King’s Bench for the District of Quebec,

and I h“vcpelsonallv communicated w1th the Receiver -General and the Sheriff of that District at the end of
each Term, in order to ascertain that the Amount was duly paid over. ' It is my daty, in respect to Sheriffy’
Sales, to, mstruct the Attorney General and- furnish him: with the necessar) documents in formmg all Oppos:txons
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in 1espe(t to such Sales. With regard to original: Suits, it is my duty. to call the attention of Government

to those eitherin arrear or who will not e\hxhxt their Titles, and it is for Govermnent to ofder what steps shall

‘be- tahen. ‘An: Abstract ‘'of ‘all Titles exhibited and regulated- is furnished from my Office. to the Receiver Ge-
" neral .every. six. months; and liis’ Abstract of Monies received necessarily gives ‘the” information of what remains’
due. - The Report which I have prcpared for His E\cellency the Administrator of the- Government, and of
which the - Paper Iaid- before the Commlttee in answer to the 120th- Questlon is an. Abstract, is intended to

bring .more "directly. uuder his view the present sttuatlon of that Revenue, as'it’ respects the Auears due,,

| to enable Govemment to decxde what" cou1=e to pulsue towards thcn 1ecovery

Q.- 121., Do not you concelve it would bc an lmprovemcnt of the pxcsent system to ngster the Judgments so
‘obtamcd in your "Office?. .. . .-
AL thmk it wonld he ad\ antarreous to the pubhc selvlce to" have the Judn'ments, so ohtamed remstel ed ‘in

ifhizmy Office. I ought to state that tlns subJect early. attmcted the attentlon of His Escellency the Admnustlatox L

. of'the Govcmment, who was' pleased to. inform me' that, previous to-the ensuing Term, he’ would cause a’ new

* 'system of communication between the Public Departments to be adopted on thxs head whlch should embxace a

: evulatlon, hav ng for 1ts obJect what is. pomted at by tlus questxon. B

- Ql% ‘
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Q. 125. o you know if the sums menticned under the head of Lodset Ventes, in theStatement already shewn
toyou, comprehend any sums for cost of suit in any action at Law, ordo any such costs form part of the Reve-
nues under that head? - : : ‘

A. There do not appear to be any sums for costs of suit included in the account now shewn to me. Itisan
account merely of Lods et Ventes. There does not appear to be any sum received in this Accounton Judg-
ments. ‘

- Thomas Douglass, Esq., called in and examined:

26. Are youone of the Assistauts in the Civil Secretary’s Office?

Q. 1

A. I am.

Q. 127. Are you authorized to frank Letters from the Civil Secretary’s Office ?

A. 1 am. ‘ |

Q. 128. Do you not frequently frank Letters unconnected with the Office or any other Public Department ?
A. Sometimes; when I am ordered so to do. ,

o

. 129. Are not the Letters of the Grand Voyer for the District of Quebec franked in the Civil Secrctary’s
Office ? ‘ '
A. Occasionally, since Mr. 4ntrobus has been in Office.

Q. 130. Are there any Letters franked by you, or others in the Office, from the Office of the Adjutant General
of Militia ? |
A. Nonue.

Q. 131. Are you Agent for the Collector at St. John’s?
Iam. ‘

A.
Q. 182. How long have you been such Agent?
A. Since six years personally. '

Q. 133. Did you pay to the Receiver General any Monies on account of Duties levied at Sz. John, under
authority of the Act of the Imperial Parliament 6th Geo, IV, cap. 114, during the Quarters ending the 5th
January, 5th April, 5th July, 10th October 1827 and 5th January 18282 L

A. If any money was ccllected, in all probability I made the payments.

Q. 134. Was the amount paid in Spanish Dollars or in any other current Coin by tale, or in Drafts on either
of the Banks, or in Silver by weight ? o ‘ ‘ o o

A. It was paid either in drafts drawn by the Collector on me, or by me drawn upon him, and for which I ob.
tained the Receiver General’s receipts upon the Collector’s Accounts. : ‘

Q. 135. Look at the Account of Duties for the Quarter ending 5th July 1827, and say if the payrhent was
made in the manner stated in the Receiver General’s receipt? -
A. All'that I can say about it, there is the Receiver General’s Receipt.

Q. The Committee wish to ascertain the fact, whether you actually paid, into the hands of the Receiver Gene-
ral, Dollars by weight, or in what other manner? ’ : ‘

A. 180. I did not pay it in Dollars by weight.

Q. 137. Arethe quarterly Accounts of the St. John’s Custom House sent up to you at the time the remittance
ismade to pay the Duties, if not, how is the Receipt at the foot of the Account obtained ? = o

A. Torthe last year or two, the Accounts have not been sent to me ; the Receiver General’s. Receipt has
been obtained when the Money was paid. ‘ o L :

Q. 188. By whom is the Receipt obtained ?
A. The Signature to the Receipt is obtained by me.

Q. 139. The Recéip-t is annexed to the Accounts, from whom do you obtain the .Account that you are
enabled to get the Signature of the Receiver General to the Receipt ? o -

A. Latterly the Collector has sent down his Account to the Inspector General ‘(’)f Public Provincial Ac- -
counts, without the Receiver General’s signature to the Receipt, and when the Money is paid, the Receiver

General signs the Receipt. I obtain the Accounts from the Inspector General, in order to get the Receiver -
General’s Receipt thereto. ' i ) o p O SRR

~ that Office? |

Q. 140. Is there any check in the Receiver General’s Ofﬁée on the Pbstmaster, for_Léttgré»vcharged to |

A. No; it was found impracticable to do so.

Adjourned to the call of the Chair,

[
[SYeL]

Tuesday,
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Tuesdey, 23d. December 1828, | | Appendix
PreseNt :—Messrs. Cuvillier, Ieney, Leélie, Que&nel, Neilson, Bourdages and Young. : ()

Mr. Cuvillier in the Chair.

Ordered, That John Simpson. Esquire, Collector at Citeau du Lac, Mr. John Bignell, Post Master at Que-
bec, and the Inspector general of Public Provincial Accounts be requested to attend before the Committee, to-
morrow morning, at ten o’clock. ‘«

Ordered, That the Chairman do address a Letter to the Civil Secretary, for a copy of the opinion given by the
Attorney General, on the reference made to him by Mr. Secretary Cochran on the sixteenth January, eighteen
hundred and twenty-scven, relative to a proposed salary to the Master of the Trinity House ; also copy of any
cpinion or opinions which may have been given by the Law Officers of the Crown .on the legal responsabilities of
His Majesty’s Recciver General in this Province, and how far the laws of Great-Britain, in regard to officers of
His Majesty’s Treasury, extend to officers holding commissions from his Majesty’s Government in England, for
the receipt of His Majesty’s Public Revenues in this Province, to be accounted for to the Lords Commissioners of
His Majesty’s Treasury ; also, copy of such arrangement as may have been entered into by His Majesty’s Govern-
ment and Mr. Caldwell, the late Receiver General, for the final liquidation of the sum of which he isin arrear. ‘

Adjourned till to-morrow at ten o’clock, A. M. : oo

TWednesday, 24l December. 1828.
PreseNtT :—Messrs. Cuvillier, Heney, Boz{r(lage.s, Q?«zsnel, -Leslie, Young and Neilson.
Mr. Cuvillier in the Chair. | |
| Joseph ‘Carg » Esquire, Inspector General of Public Provincial Accounts, again called in and examined :

Q. 141. Upon what ground have you recommended, in your Report to the Committee of the Exccutive
Council, ‘that the over-expenditure by the Adjutant-General of Militia in his Department, in the year 1824,
~should be made good out of the appropriations for the same Department, by the Act of 1825 ? .

A. No other grounds than those which appear in the Report. S B ‘
Q. 142. What law directs the payment of fines, received by the Clerks of the Peace, to the Sheriff ?
A. Iknow ofnolaw ; it is done under a Report of Council. : o

Q. 113. Can you inform the Committee under what authority the Executive Council acted when they formed
the Tariffof Fees for legal services? ’ - ' | ‘ : :
A. I cannot. o :

Q. 144. Do you know of any existing Law or Instruction which authorizes the Executive Council to establish
any Tariff of I'ces? ‘ ‘ o : :
A. I know of nolaw orinstruction.

Q. 113 Do the Tariffs, cstab]islled by the Exccutive Council, regulate the fees of ény'and which of the offi-
cers of the Courts of Justice ? S : ’ , » ‘ ‘

- A.The two Tariffs, that I know "orf, reguldte tl‘le,fees of the Crown Law Officers z_irid of ‘ﬂ:le dléx_‘ks of the Peace.

Q. 146. Under what authority is the Commission of 2} per. cent charged on the cqﬂe‘Cfions made at S7. Jokn
and Céleau du Lac? ™= x o L : S B R
- A. Under aReport of the Executive Council.

Q. 147. What is the nature of the incidental expenses incurred in,the‘cblle(':tib‘ri'of fPfo\}inéial Dufiés at Que-
bee, in the quarters ending 5th January, 5th April, 5th July and 10th October 1827, and 5th'January 18282
A. Tor the quarter ended 5th January 1827, under Acts 83d. 35th and 41st. Geo. IIL. .- = '

: -6 n‘mn‘ths’xz'éntof"‘dfﬁcé,‘ L o S IaflO' 0

, 0o

- Stationery 90s. Firewcod 100s. , T ‘910 0

.6 months’allowance foraboat, = a : . 2016 8
6. months’ salary to the clerk, : ‘ o . - 25 0.0

- Boarding Bills,- Quebee, -~ ... . 8310 0
. .. Ditto ditto Montread, .~ . 21150

. Guage Bills, Quebee, A S 74 4 8
. Ditto ' Montreal, - S ... 1T 510 ¢
~C. G. Stewart,  annual allowance, '~ . . .. - 60 0 0O .
oW Wilsony: - ditto o 0 0 T T 6070700
T L, Edwards,ditto. ~ .0 . 0 T T T 60700
- .. Ditto " for Stationery, . LU 0 o .80 0.0
- - “W. Hall, annual.allowance, -~ -~ .. . .60 0 0 .
- o JoHG Kerr, S oditto 10 o T 60700

M oy Ditko o for Stationery, oL 150100 -

- J.D. McConnell; annual allowance, . .~ : 0.
.. H.McDonald;" . .- ditto - L to
oo AW Saunders, G- o ditto, o L 0
oo "Post OfficeBill, =0 o T B
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Broughtover, 712
T. Cary & Co. forprinting, per account, 11
. Hunt, for Dollar Bags, 5

<
SLO®WO
j=RorNolalN {

Cartage of money, Q
Allowance to Collector and Comptrolicr, 50
£780 14 1
Under 53rd. Geo. III, cap. 11.
T. Cary & Co. forprinting, 19 9 0
Under 55th Geo. 111, cap. 3. :
T. Cary & Co. for printing, 1318 8
: £81¢4 1 9
Yor the quarter ended 5th July 1827, under all Provincial Acts,
6 months’ rent of Office, : : £10 0 O
Stationery 90s. ¥irewood 100s. 910 0O
6 months’allowance for boat, 20 16 8
6 months’ salary to the Clerk 25 0 0
Guage Bill, Quebec, 164 8 4
Dxtto Montreal, 15 8 1
Boarding Bills, Quebec, 211 0 0
Ditto Montreal, 66 10 ©
Postages for last 6 months, 912 6
Wm, Ga), for salt tubs, Montreal, 115 0
F. Protin, do Quebec, ’ 2 5 0
Attorney General for draught of Bond per 33d. Geo. III, 2 00
Ditto for ditto 35th Geo. III 2 0 0
Ditto for ditto 41st. Geo. III, 2 0 0
Ditto for opinion on expenses at wreck of Mary Jane, 2 00
Allowance to Collector for two last quarters, ‘ 100 0 0O
—_ £G4t 0 7
For the quarter ending 10 October 1827, under the same Acts; —
Guage Bill, Quebec, £97 12 6
Ditto ~ Montreal, 19 16 11
Boarding Bills, Quebec, . 17?2 5 0
Dltto : Montreal, 32 &5 0
Postages, 513 2
Allowance per quar ter to Collector, 50 0 0 :
. £377 12 7
For the quarter ended 6th January 1828, under all Provincial Acts: | C em—
t months’ rent of Office, £10' 0 0O
Stationery 90s. Firewood 100s. 910 0
6 months’ allowance for boat, 20 16 8
Ditto for Clerk, ‘ 25 0 0
Boarding Bills, Quebcc, 83 5 0
Ditto Montreal, 19 15 0
Guage Bills, Quebec, 40 16 8
Ditto Montreal, ‘ 6 1 0
C. G. Stewart, annual allowance, ' ‘ 60 0 0
AVm. Wilson ditto - ‘ 60 0 0
T. L. Edwards ditto 5215 4
Ditto & W. Hall, Office rent and Stationery, 80 0 O
Wm. Hall, annual allowance, 60 0 O
J. H. Kerr, ‘ditto ‘ 60 0 O
J. D. M<«Connell, ditto ‘ 710 0
‘Hugh. M<Donald, ditto o ' 50 0 0
W. Saunders, ditto, S ‘ 50 0 0
Post Office Bill, ‘ 83 1 0
L' Cary & Co. forprinting, peraccount, 44 18 6
Allo\xance per quarter for Collector and Comptrollcr, | S 5000

Q. 148. Do not you conceive that much inconvenience and confusion arises from the present mode of keepmcr
the Accounts in Sterling money, and also in the currency of the province ? - B
‘A. I do. S :

Q. 149. What would ; you mcommend to remedy the inconvenience ? \ : ,
A. I cannot recommend any remedy, but that of altering the dutics imposed by Provmcml Acts f'rom Cur-

rency to Sterling, whxch would probably cause as great lnCOHVCmCHCCS as those ploposcd to be rcmcdled ?

Q. 150.In the Stmtemcnt(No 6 )purportmn‘ to be a Genelal Account of Income and. E\pendlturc f’or the year.
1827, there appears to be a surplus of Income over the E\pendltule of certain funds alleged to be‘at the disposal
of the Crown, what is done with that surplus ? and do you conceive that, according. to the terms of the Act of

1774, itis competcnt to auy a.uthonty short of th’\t of the Butlsh P"uhamcnt to make any apphcatmn of that sur- -

plus ? -
A. The surplus is to be apphed tn the payment of some arrears of e\pendlture authorxzed by the Treasury War- o
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s - .

rants, not yet paid. Asthese funds have hitherto fallen short of the payment of the whole' expenses of the Adm1 ‘w

nistration of Justice and of'the support of the Civil Government, there is consequently no surplus. = The surplus ‘
stated in tlle account l\lo.() ~being that over and above the e\pcndlture wlnch was actually mcurred up to the ()
date thcreof , ‘

Q. 151 What means the pension p'u(l to the w1dow of R. R szmrrston, late Captam in 2 the Indlan Dep'lrt-

ment ?
A. This pension is dxrected to be pzud by the Kmtr s Warrant under the Royal Smn Manual, dated 28t Fe. N

bruary 1828,

Q. 152. Do you exact thc production of life certificates for the pensions on'the estabhshmnnt of the Provmcc,
previous to your countersigning’ Warrants as Inspector General of Public Provincial Accounts?
A. It has not lutherto been required, e\ccpt from non-residents.

Q. 158. Why do you not require those of such who reside within the Province ?
A Because it is generally known tlmt the person isin e\xstence.

Q. 154. Would it not tend to prcvent abuses in that Depar tment, if life certificates were requlred to be pro-

duced on all occasions ?
Au XrCS.‘ -

Q. 155. Are like certificates of wounded and disabled militia men produced to you by the AdJthant Crencral
of Mlhtm, with his accounts for your mspectwn ? ‘ ‘
A, They are not.

Q. 156. Have you reported upon that circumstance, and have any steps becn taken to coxrcct this error ?
A. Some ycars bacl\, remarks were made to that effect.

Q. 157. Do you not conceive that it would be more conducne to a correct admlmstlatxon of the funds placed
by law at the disposal of the Adjutant General of l\hlltm, if life certificates were pmduced to you dlong with lns

Accounts?
A. 1 do.

Q. 158. What are the official documents which are st.xted to havc been translated by Mr D Eslzmauvzlle, for
“lnch a charge of £45 is made ?

A. Iam informed oennlally that they are official documcnts connected \mll the publlc servxce, specches
among others. ‘

Q. 159. In youranswer to questlou No. 107, you state the lcmlttances made by the Collectm at Céteau du
Lac, were in gencral by drafis on the Branch Bank of the Montreal Bank in ()uebec, an that the Rece1ve1 Ge- ,
neral took the 1 receipt of the Cashier of the Bank for the amount, and gave his own rcceipts on the several ac: ‘
counts accor dmgl» ; do you mean by this, that, lmvmo' as Arrent f01 the Collector at Cdleru du Lac, pmd mo.- -
nies on account of dutics collected at that port, in the quarters endnm 5th January, 5th April; 5th July and 10th. '
October 1827, and 5th January 1828, under authority of the Act of Parliament 6th Geo. IV, cap. 114, o the Re-
ceiver General, in drafts on the Montreal Bank, or in recelpts of the (,delnel of the Bank, he gave you the follow- :

iIng 1ece1pts For tlle quarter endcd oth J‘muary 1827.

« Paid the Recewer General, 2624 Spanish Dollars, wero‘lnng 207 oz. 3 dwts..&. 20 grains; :’which,‘of
* 5s. & Gd. the ounce is é’()"() 4s. ad Sterling.” SR L N

“ Reccwed ﬁom John Szmpron, Esqulre, Collectox at Coleau du Lac, two thoucand sw hundred and tvventy-r h
«“ four Spamsh Dollars, for duties as per above account. | ‘ A

i.‘ ‘" Quebec, IOth December 1807

| «JOHN HALE,
| ‘ | g A , Recelyer,Gener RN
I‘or the quarter ending 5th Apul 180/. , .

« Paid the Recewer General, Sevcnty seven Spamsh Dollars, ‘wemlnno' sixty-six ounces and twenty~three,‘; .
“ grs. wluch, at 5s. &Gd tlle ounce, is #£18 3s 3d Sterling.” -~ - o N

« Received ﬁom Jolm Szmpson, E squ1re, Collector at Coteau du Lac, Seventy-seven Spamsh Dollars, as per o

% for egoing account. »
' o Quebec, IOth December 1807

T IR . «JOHN. HALE,
‘ ' [ A L P RecelverGeneral” R

I‘or the J uly quartcr 1807

s Recewed from Jokn Szmpson, Esquu‘e, (ollector at : C"
“ Dollars, as per forewomg account » g ‘

JOHN HALE
A Recexver Genera




Appendix
——

(

)

‘ irom the marks and scals thereon

made hytheUmtf'clémtcs R R AT

9 Geo. IV. Appendix () 4. 1829,

For the October quarter, 1827.

¢ Received from Jokn Simpson, Esqmre, Collector at Coteau du Lac, One thousand and ninety-seven oz.
¢ seven pennyweights and eleven grs. of silver, in one thousand two hundred and sixty-five Spanish Dollars, on

“ account of t..e mthm duties.””
 Quebec, February 12th 1828.

«“ JOHN HALE,

Receiver General.”

Ior the January quarter, 1828,
’ ¢ Quebec, 23d August 1828,

¢ Received from John Simpson, Lsquire, Collector of the Customs at “Coleun die Lac, two thousand five
‘ hundred and forty-three dollars, weighing 2207 oz. 9 dwts. 15 grs. which, at 5s. 6d. per ounce, amounts to
« the sum of Six hundred and seven pounds and ten shillings, Stexlmg, for duties collected as stated in the ac-

* count annexed. ‘
« JOHN HALE,
Receiver General.”

Q. Thescare the Accountsand Receipts, will you examine them before you answer ?

A. T believe they are.

Q. 160. Has the Inspector or Auditor General any means of ascertaining the description of money pfud to
the Receiver General, except from that officer’s recupts or half ycarl) accotnts ! :
A. None. ‘

Q. 161. Had the Recciver General's Receipts expressed the amount paid by you, as Mr. Simpson’s Agent, in
pounds, shillings and pence, would not the Collector have been surcharged with the difference betwccn the ST0sS
amount of dutu,s, as stated in his accounts, and the sum paid in hy vou as his Agent ? -

A. I refer to my answer to No. 163.

Q. 162. Whatis the amount of the loss sustained by the Revenue in consequence of its being stated that the
Collectors at Céteau du Lac and St. Jokn paid the duties in Spanish dollars by weight at 5s. Gd per ounce? state
the rate percent?

A. There is no loss that Iknow of in consequence ofits being stated that the Collector paid in Spanish dollars
at 5s. Gd. per ounce ; my answer to No. 163 will further e\plam this. :

. 163. In the account of the Collector at Cdteau du Lac, for the January quarter 1898, thc amount collected
under the Imperial Act, 6th Geo. 4, cap. 114, is stated at f()O‘/ 0s. 10d. Sterling. It is stated by the Receiver
General, inhisreceipt, that he received 2543 dollars, weighing 2207 oz. 9 dwts. 15 grs. which, at 5s. 6d. per
ounce, amounts to £607 O 10 Sterling ; ifthe Receiver General, instead of entenng into this detail, had
given a receipt for £635 15s. 0d. (,unenC), the amount actually paid by you, would not the Collector have
Deen surcharged by yon, as Inspector General, with the sum of £38 ~ 14s. 10d. Cum.ncy, the dxﬂerencc bctwecn
£607 0s. 10d. Sterling and £635 15s. 0d. Cuwrrency ?

" A. Oureference to Section 12 , of the Impernl Act Gth Geo. 4, C:]p.x]‘lt I perceive that thc Collectors are em-~
powered to receive the duties under that Act, according to the proportion and value of 5s. (d. the ounce in_sil-
ver. By Section 13, of the same Statute, itis enacted, ¢ that these duties shall be paid by the Ccllector of the -

“ Customs into the hands of the Treasurer or Recciver General of the Colony,” &c. *“ to be applied,” &e. and -

if :iocs not appear that the Collector is thereby. xequued to pay the amount so received by him to the Receiver ‘_
General in silver, orinany specific coin, orin any particular manner ; therefore, I conceive that'a Collector, at-

a distance of upwards of 200 miles from the office ofthe Receiver General, is fully justified in. remitting: his du
ties to that office, by drafts, or any other safe conveyance,the responsability of conveying the amount to the Re-.
ceiver General being thrown entirely on the Collector. Jhe Collector at Céteau du Lac accounts for duties re-
ceived by him in the. January quarter, 1828, to thcamount of £607 10s. 0d. Sterling, at the rate. of 5s. 6d. the -
ounce in silver, which on comparing with thc Table for the calculation of Silver per ounce, {under which the du-
tics under British Acts have been reccived in this colony for upwards of 50 years,) I find that, at that rate, the -
sum so received amounts to £635  15s. 0d. Currency, for which amount the Recciver General having gr'mtcd

his receipt, the Coliector could not, upon any just grounds, have been surchqrged by me, as Inspector General
with the sum of £38 14s. 10d. Currency, seeing that he had p.ud in the amount’ of' his' dutles in f'ull L

Mr. Joln Bignell, called_ in and examincd.

L

164. Are you Po:,tmastcr at Qucbcc 2

A. T am. | | B |
Q. 165. What m’ry hethe annual amount of post'rn'os for the. ClVl] Government of' Lower-Canada ;o
A. Irom the time that I have bcen Postm'lstcr at Qucbec, 1 should supposc bctween ;6800 and ilOOO.. ;

Q. 166. What means hme )ou of dnstmgmshmrr the postaﬂcs for the Crvr] Government fromthose fox the Mr- ’

litary Departments 2 "
A’ "They are generally brought to me in Tregsury Boxes,

locked both Mrhtary and Cm] ‘every ‘Box‘rs known

\‘i' iy

Q 167 Is not the postage of packets and letters addressed to the Governor Generalr or( ommander in ‘Chlef
charged against the Civil Government 2 = /. R
A. No postage is charged 1hereon, except when they come through the Umted Stafes, and that charge is’

L



9 Geo. IV. . Appendix () 4 1829-

Q. 168. How is the mland postage throucrh the Umted States, for the Pubhc departments in this Provmce,
" collected within the Provmce, and are not such postages charged to the Civil Govemment, or how?

A{The Account is sent from Mr. Moore, British Agent at New- York, and is charged to the Civil Govemment. i
1 donot believe that any mixture does take place between the civil and military Letters The military Letters

"enerally come by the way of Halifaz, and nopostageis charged thereon.

Q 169. Do not individuals unconnected with the Civil Secretary S Department, or any other public office, re-
ceive their Letters free, the postace being charged to the le Secretary ; such as. the Clergy of the Church of
England ?

A. There are, occasionally, Letters of thatdescription sent to the Civil Secretary’s Office ; all Letters from that

Office not bearing the name ofthe Civil Secretary, are rated in my Olﬁce and charged to the mdrvrduals to whom
they may be addusscd o -

Q. 170 Can you ascertain or estimate the annual amount of such?
A. As far as I can estimate, for the period I have been in Quebec, it may average Twenty pounds per an-
num. : A

Q. 17 I Letters put into the Post oﬁice at Quebec, franked l)y the Civil Secretary are clmrcred to the Depart-
“ment ; Letters arriving at Quebec addressed to the Civil Secretary are also charged to the Department can you
* say whether anyLetters, addressed to individuals, arriving at Quebec, are also charrred to the Crvil Secretary if 50,
name the individuals ?

A. Occasionally, Letters are received for the Lord Bishop of Quebec, the Arclrdeacon of Quebec, and the Reverend
Dr. Mills. | , 4

Adjou’rned’ to the call of the Chair.

Mon(la s 29111. December 18"8

Pansn\rr .—-Messrs Cuvzllzer, Bow (Iaees, Quesnel Leshe and Younn-

Mr. Czcvzllzer in the Chair.

Jo/m Bruce, Esqmre, called in and e\:ammed

! Q.1 _Wlnt Office do you nll on the I]stabhshment of the Customs °.t Quebec >
A The oﬁice ofI‘xrstClerk e e B R T

173 What was youl s1tuet10n previous to'the abohtron of I‘ees '>
Tlu, same, but then only as Clerk to the Collector. -

£3OO Sterlmg, and no. emoluments

P‘\)

Q
Q 174«. What i is your present salary, 'md are thore :my emolnments a*taclred to your oﬁice LA i
Q Whatwas 1tprevrous to the last appoxntment I T PR N T I

A £300 Currency, \Vltll an emolument amountmo-to nesrly £100 Currency per annum., S ‘
Q. 176 What was tlre sum allou ed to the Collector out of tlle Provmclal I‘unds, towalds paymg yom salery,
;'md by whom'and: when was'that allowance made 2 " -

~ A. The sum of £50 Currency, per annum, was allonred to the Collector for a Clerk by?the Goven nor m Councxl |

;under an authorxty dated d ])ecember 1’796

\ Q 177.;Can you lay ore the Commlttee acopy of the Estabhshment of the Customs at Quebec, as tlans-
‘ ’nutted by the Commissioners of the. Customs i in London, w1th thelr,Letter of the lﬂ)th December 18"5 ?
. :»A“,I pr' duc' the same."*’(see Appendni‘H ) ‘

Qs “'wrn y
m entloned 2.
ALT pxoduce the same;

(see Appendm ¢

)

y the:Instructrons grvennby the Commlssmners of the. Customs in thei Letter of 12th Dec;

which they may receive under the ‘Acts 6th Geo. 4, cap. 73 & 114, ‘as may be necessary

. the Establishment, and in the event of their. proving insufficient for, tlrat purpose, to draw on,

ral of the Customs'in 'England for ; any, deﬁcleney ;' have these Dutles 'proved at any time msufﬁcxen :
2 the.a 1o th 'bsequentl”‘ ‘

| re been any
1counted for, and to whom ?

ou pr oduce any subsequent auwmentatxon of' that Estabhshmentismce the ormmal one before .

' Appendjx

A~
¢

‘ . 18~5 it
: ,‘1s stated that the; Collector “and;: Comptroller ‘of the Customs: ‘may: apply 'S0 much‘»‘of athe produce of the' Dntxts“ o
“defray the char es- of o
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- was not-the Collector surcharged. ‘with the: loss to the Revenue arising from his having paid Army Bills"as
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A. Yes, and accounted for to the Commissioners of the Customs ¢ One third of the nett proceeds is remitted
to the Receiver General of the Customs in England, one third is paid to the Governor, and one third to the
seizing Officer. | |

Q. 181. By what authority is the one third of such seizures remitted to the Recciver General of the Customs
m Lingland 2 . | | |
A. Under the several Actsof the Imperial Parliament under which the setzures are made.

Q. 182, What may have been the average annual amount 72 Give in a Statement of the same to the Com-
mittee? ) ‘
A. A Statement of the average annual amount is produced. (see Appendix K.)

Q. 183. Can you inform the Committee to what purposes these seizures are applied in England ?
A. Forthe uses of His Majesty. ‘

Q. 184. In the Schedule (A.) referred to by the Comptroller of the Customs, itis stated that certain pay-
ments are made out of the Revenue under the old Actsthercin-mentioned, can you state to the Committee what
these payments are, and by whose authority sanctioncd? o

A. Prior to the present Establishment, in payment of salaries to officers and other incidental allowances, and
since that period, incidental allowances ouly ; the whole paid under authority of the Commisioners of the Cus-

toms in England. ~

Q. 185. Is any part of it applied to the payment of the salaries of the present establishment ?
A. No.

Q. 186. What are the Incidents on this collection, which absorbs so large a portion of this revenue ?
A. Astatement of the Incidents is produced. (sce Appendix L.)

Q. 187. From thenature of your duties, are you not acquainted with the rate at which the sterling duties collect-
edby authority of the Acts, 14th Geo.IV. cap. 38, 3rd. Geo. IV.Cap. 119. and 6th Geo. V1. Cap.114. are received ?
AL Yos.

Q. 188. In the scveral lawsunder ziuthority of which these Duties are collected, is it not declared that the said
Duties shall be decmed sterling money of Great Brifain ?
A, Yus. ’ I

Q. 180. Drior to the 5th January 1827, were the Duties collected, recovered and paid to the amount of the
vafue which such nominal sums bear in Great Lrituin, or were the monies received and taken according to the
praportion aud value of 5s. Gd. the ounce insilver? ' ‘

A. According to the proportion and value of 5s. Gd. the ouncein silver.

Q. 190. Is there any difference in the amount colleccted when the monies are received at the rate and value
of 5s. Gd. the ounce in silver, from that collected when the Dutics are taken at the full sterling amount, if so, state
the rate per cent, in favor or against the revenae, as the case may be ? : \ S

- A. When the Duties are received at the rate of 5s. 6d. the ounce in silver, there is a difference of about 5 2 per
cent against the Revenue. : ‘ . o ‘

Q. 191. Suppose the duties collected at Quebec, in any one quarter, prior to the 5th Januvary 1827, by au-
thority of the Act of Purliament, Gth Geo. IV. cap. 114, amounted to £607 0s 10d., sterling, and that this
amount had been received, and was to be paid to the Receiver General, atthe rate of 5s. Gd. the ounce in silver,
will you state to the Committee, what would be the actual sum in British sterling paid in, the loss to the Revenue
in consequence of paying at that rate, in what coin, according to the established practice, is the mbucy paid to
the Receiver General, and. what description of receipt is required from that -officer, to enable the Collector to
obtain credit for the total sum of"£607 0s. . 10d. sterling, from the Inspector General in' England ? -+ -

"~ A. The actnal sum paid in, in British sterling, would have been £572 8s. 6d. ; theloss to the Revenue, in
consequence of paying at the rate of 5s. 6d. the ounce in silver, would have been £34 17s.  4d. sterling.  The
practice at the port of Quelec, is to pay the stesling Duties to the Receiver General, in Spanish dollars, and if
a payment was made that officer, to the amount stated in’ this question, he would have acknowledged, by his
receipt, to have received 2548 Spanish dollars, weighing 2207 oz. 8§ dwts. and 11 grs. ; which at 5s. Gd. the ounce,
would amount to £607  0s. 10d. sterling, oo , i . o

Q. 192. Hasit not been the ]‘)raétice at the port of Qucbec, ‘when the amount of sterling  duties, collected in : |
any one quarter, prior to the 5th January 1827, consisted partly .of moniesreccived at the rate of . 55, 6d. the

- ounce in silver, and partly at the full sterlingamount, to pay the same in the same way to the Receiver General, -

and take two receipts, one stating the number of’ dollars,with their weight, &c. for that portion paid at the rate -

 of 3s. 6d., and another stating the number of pounds, shillings and pence for such portion as was paid at the full -

sterling amount ? - - o e

Q. 193 Will you state the practice obser,v'ed.at.ythef.(whxxéi(.).m. House of Quebec; in respecttothe payment of B
the sterling Duties to the Receiver General, when the monies were paid-in :Army Bills instead of Spanish dollars : -

dollars 5 what was the ultimate degision - of the Governor in.Council relative to- payments made” in*Army-Bills ;= -

silver 2/ .

AL “Se‘e,Cér\re‘s:pfcm dmce produced(see Appendxx M) :

Q. 194. Since when has the Office ot Surveyor of theCustoms at Quebec beenappomted, underandbywhat

[N
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A. 1produce Communication from the Surveyor. (see Appendix N.) : - ,:’;; Appendix

195. Does the present Incumbent discharge the duties of his Office in person or by Deputy ? ’ ( ')
Same answer. . :

Q.
A.
Q. 196. What are the duties of the Clerk to the Surveyor ?
A. Same answer.

Q. 197. What are the duties of the Ware-house keeper and Locker, at Quebec ?

A. Iproduce the answer of the ware-house keeper :~The duty of the Ware-house keeper, is to have charge
and keep an account of all goods bonded at Qucbec, under an Act of the Imperial Parliament ; to issue orders
for the delivery of such goods from the ware-house, upon payment of the Duties, if for home consnmptron, or
upon the production of 2 certificate of Bond having been given for the due exportation thereof, and occasionally
to inspect the ware-houses, to sce that they answer the purpose intended. The Locker’s duty is to attend at
the Bonding ware-houses when' required, to receive the goods when entered, as well as to attend the delivery

therefrom ; ~and, after the business of the day, carefully to lock the ware-houses on the part of the Crown, for
the security of the Revenue.

Q. 198. What are the duties of the Tide Surveyors and Waiters, at Quebec and Montreal ? and since when,
and by whom have they been appointed ?

A. 1 produce the answer of the Tide Surveyor at Quebec :—The duties of the Tide Surveyor at Montreal are
similar to those of the Tide Waiter at Quelbec, to be ready to board all vessels upon their first entrance into port.
When Tides-men are placed on board, to give them a strict caution to prevent the illegal unshipping of goods
or any other frand. To keep a Report book containing an account. of the arrival of all vessels, shewing their

names, name of the master, from what port, her cargo, name ofthe Tide Waiter, (ifany appointed,) and such
an account to be kept of all vessels sailing from the Port; which book is to be delivered to the Collector and
Comptroller every morning, for their information, - Car efully to examine all vessels’ holds, cabins and all
suspicious places, and in the event of discovering any prohibited goods, the same to be detained and reported
to the Collector and Comptroller. To ascertain that ‘Tide Waiters remain on board their respective vessels,
agrecable to. orders ; nightly visitations are made, at least twice a week, and a Report made to ‘the Collector
. and Comptroller, -of all absentees and: irregularities. - I*reqnently, and at uncertain periods, to visit ‘all vessels so

longas the Tide Waiter remains on board, and see they are attentive to their - -duty, and.do not leave: the vessel
tntil the car o is discharged. To observe that every article whatever cleared as stores, be not; unshipped, with-

out payment £ of Duties. “In daily. visitations occasionally to rummage the. vessel during delivery, to observe that -
“there are no unnecessary delay in their unloading, to make a Report to the Collector -and ‘Comptroller of* any
vessel that may be longer.in discharging her car(ro than is allowed by law. When vessels have discharged all
their cargoes, to sear ch carefully and rummage all suspicous places, in order to discover:any concealed goods ;
* should any such be found, to detain the same, and report to the Collector and Comptroller ; all vessels cleared,
the same fo_be certified in writing to the Collector -and Comptroller, commonly called a * Jerque Note.” To
keep abook containing .an account of the Boarding of all Tide Waiters, distinguishing the established Tide
 ‘Waiters from the e\tra men,. the time when they were boarded and cleared, and “the amount of their day pay,

from which bills are made out comprehending all these: particulars, to emble such Tide Waiters to obtain pay-
mentin the Collector’s office, and,.at the end - of each quarter, to deliver to the Collector and Comptroller, an -
extract certified from said book, spec1fvmq theamount of each Lde “ aiter’s pay, w1th the tune and shrp s name.
on which they have been respectively employed.

Tide Waiters, forthe safety of the Revenue, are phced on board of' all vessels wherem are dutlable Goods,
and not to suffer any article whatsocver .to be landed without a Permit, signed by, the Landing Waiter.: The
Tide Waitersare turnished with a book wherein an account is kept_of every mark and number of every . package o

“on board said vessel, which book i is, smned and dehvered to the Lzmdmn‘ Warter, when the vessel is cleared.. ‘

The Tide Surveyor, at Quebec, was appomted the 18th November 1806 and conﬁrmed by the Lords Commls- ‘
‘sroners of His Majesty’ $ J.‘leasulv. C o o ‘ .
The Tide \Vznter, at Montreal, was dppormed in 1898 » ‘ " o
Hugl McDonald, Tide Waiter, at Quebec, was appomted thie Sth Aurrust 1804 by Srr R.S. lenes e
A4 lczander Patterson, also Tide Waiter at Quebec, was appomted the7th July ly 1828, by Earl Da]housre

LUl

Q 199 Smce when h'rs a. Mesqenger been attached to the ]]stablxbhment at Quebec, and 1s 1t one of those
' oﬁices recommended bv the Commissionersof the’ Customs in Enrrland 2o

CALA Messenger was attached to the establishment. in 1828, under an authorlty from the Commrssroners of

- the Customs, a copy of' w 1?1911,15 annexed to the statement mar]\ed (I) Lnd before the. Commlttee 1n answer '
to the 17Sth' queatlon i ‘

Q. 200. Thereis a pubhc Warehouse at the port of Montreal how is'it kept and lockcd 2 '
A, The Warchouse is kept and locked as a temporary measure under the charge of -the Surveyor and Warter '

- and Searcher at. .Moul: eal R! produce a correspondence on the subJect (See r-ppenam O )

* . ‘mentioned in the 11st above-mentroned recewe any.:
respectwe]y, ifso; state fully theirnature and extent ?

Q 201, Has the prescnt establrshment of the Customs as detadcd in the paper marked (B ,) dehvered to the .

" Commrttee by the Comptroller, been approved of and sanctroned by the Commlssmners of the (,ustoms ?

Q ‘702. H:ne the Ofﬁcers li ‘
or since when? = ':
Al The Officers, \\ho were “upon the ;Estabhshmen on: thea5th January 1826,
. that date and tho subsequentl appointed, from th e they entered upon their. respectrve offices

Q 903 “The Commrtte » Tieu ‘of all: S5 q ;
- ;“wards whatever, on’ account of, or - relatlntr to, therr respectlve offices ‘or. employments ; Ldo any of the: oﬂicers
' Provincial or what- other allowances :besides ‘their .Salanes o

" “A:"The Officers against whose: names Provingial -allowane
- Ofﬁcers who recerve allowances other than their: Salarres.
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Q. 204. What is the amount of the per centage char«red by the Collector, on the Provincial Duties, from
1822, until 5th January 1826, which has been ch'lllenwed by the Exccutive Council, and whichis stated as being
lodgedin the King’s Chest, awaiting a decisionthereon ?

A. The amount of per centage ch'mfed by the Collector and Comptroller, from January 1822 to Januarv

1826, pursuant to the Order of the Lords of the Treasury, dated 20th March 1825, and of the Commissioners
of the Customs, dated 5th April 1825, and now lodn‘ed in the King’s chest, by order of Lord Dalhousic, is
£6424 14s. 4d. currency. (Sce Appendix G. 5.)

Adjourned to the call of the Chair.

Saturday, Sd January, 1829.
Presext :—Messrs. Cuvz'I?ier, Leslie, Young, Neilson, Bourdages and Quesnel,”
Mr. Cuvillier in the Chair.

Ordered, That TFm. Lindsay, Joseph Cary, Robert Palerson, John Leather and Joim Br uce, Esqun'es, be
desired to appear before this Committee, on Monday next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon.

The Chairman laid before the Committee Lt. Col. Yorke’s answer to his Letter of the 23d ult. and the sime is
as followeth : : ‘

Castle of St. ZLewis,
240 December, 1828.

~ Sir,

Having had the honor of: submitting to His E\cellencv Sir James Kempt, your letter of yesterday s
date, contammrr a request that the Committee of Accounts of the House of Assembly should be furnished with
copies of several documents therein-mentioned, ITam duected to nansnnt to you the followmn' replies :

Copy of the opinion given by the Attorney General, An opinion was given by the Attorncy General in
on the reference made to him by Mr. Secretary Coch- favor of the legalu"ht of a Salary being granted to ‘the
ran, on 16th January 1827, relative to a proposed Master of the Trinity House, on the recommendation

Salary to the Master of the Trinity House. of the Corporation, approved by the Governor and
- under a Warrant from . His Excellency ;. but His Ex-

cellency must decline furnishing the Committee with a

* copy of the Reportofthe Attorney General,such Reports
being intended only for the information and guidance
of the Executive Government, and the practlce of giv-
ing copies of them might be attended w1th mconvem-
ence, besides bemo‘ unusual

‘Copies of any opinions given by the Law Officers - NO such oplmons have been furmshed to thlS Go-

of the Crown, on thelegal TES[JOHSJ.bll]thS of His Ma-.
jesty’s Receiver General in this Province, and how far
the Laws of Great Britain in regard to Officers of
His Majesty’s Treasury extend to Officers holding
Commissions from His Majesty’s Government in- Enb- |
Zand, for the receipt of His Majesty’s Public Revenues.
in this Province, to be accounted f'01 to the Lords of
the Treasury. ‘ '

Copy of such arrangement as may have been enter-

ed into by His MaJesty s Government and Mr. Caldwell,

the late Receiver General, for the final hqmdatmn of .
the sum of which he is in arrear.

Austin Cavillier, ,Esqﬁtire,
- &e. &c.

ueC. .

MPP}

AdJourned txll Monday, attenoclock A M |

‘vernment, but if any such had been received, - His

E\cellency would not have felt 'atliberty to have given
" copies of them, for the reasons stated in the reply to the -
‘preceeding lcqucst. ‘ ‘

His Excellency purposcs, and Thad always mtended -
to have communicated to the Legislature, by a’ Mes-
sage, thc state of the proceedmgs in this ¢ case. . .

I have the honor to be"
Sn‘, B o
Your most obedlont
Humble Servant,

. ,YORKE G
Secy
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Monday, 5th Junuary, 1829. o
PreESENT :—-—Messrs.‘Cu‘vil[ier, Bourduges, Leslie, Quesncl Heney and Young. ( Y

Mz, Cuvillier in the Chair.
Robert Paterson, Esquire, called in and examined :

Q. 205. You are one of the: Wardens of thie Trinity House ?
A. Tam.
Q. 206. How long have you been so ? ?

N eally four years.

A.
Q. 207. Is there a Salary attached to your office ?
A. No.

Q. 208. Is there a Salary sttached to that of Master of the Cor poration, if so, w hat is its 'nnount since
. when has it been granted, and by whatauthority ?
A, Thereisa Salary of #£250 attached to that situation. ‘Tt was granted from the date of! the appomtment

of the present Master,’ the 26th August 1824, upon recommendation of the \Vardens to His Lacellency, dur-
ing the absence of the Master at Monireal.

Q. 09 There Wwas no Salary attachcd to the office prevrous to the time recommended by the Board ?
A. None.-

Q 210. What -are- the duties which the Master of that:Bodrd is - called upon to’ dlscharo'e, apart of the regu-
slarsittings of the Board ? |

A. T ammnot-aware of:any.

Q. 211 Are the proceedmgs of: the Board reldtive to their recommendatron iof Salary to'the* pi‘é‘sé’dt’Master
-of the:Corporation, registered in the‘Books of the Board ? : : ‘ ‘
A, I believe  they-are. -

Q 212. Did the Board recommend the appomtment of a second Harbour Master, at .Montreal 'md an -
additional ‘Water:Bailiff at that Port, ifso,. \what ‘was’the Tédson ? .

“A. Application ' wis made by the Wardens, ‘at' Montreal, for tlie appomtments 'of “a second ‘Harbotir- Master
:and ‘Water «Bailiff, in- consequence of the'advanéed age: ‘anid ‘infirmities of the ‘then lncumbents and ‘the: Board
«ataQuebec:recommended the same to Hrs Excellency ‘the Governor in Chlef :

Q. 213. Do you.. consrder that the superannuated Harbour Master at M ontreal can’ be: placed as aPensroner
on the Funds of that Corporation ?

CAd think that incase of old age andlnﬁrmrty, he shonld

Q. 214. There isan addltlon to the Salary of the: Clerk of the Montreal Branch of the Trlmty House, can
- you account for that circumstance? -

A. It was recommended by. the: Board at- Qaebec, to H1s Excellency the Governor in- Chlef ‘upon’ appllca-“
tion from the Board at Montreal | , ‘

Wzllzam Lmdsay, Esqulre, called n and exammed

Q 215. You are Recrrstrar to the Tnmty House, and the Commlttee understand smce 1ts ﬁrst mstrtutron ?
- A I am Registrar; T was appomted a few months after its 1nst1tut10n. T T

- Q 216 The Masters of that Corporatron have, prevxous to the appomtment of 1ts present Master served,‘
gratultously oo
A, They- have 50 served I have: occasronally heard the late Jolm Youno, Esqurre, when Master say,j ’
 that Sir James Henry Crazg had instructions’ to pay lnm £500 per annnm, but Sn' James H Crazg never d1d :
‘authonze the payment to. be made. . : : R : L AR

\ Q 217. \’Vere theypersons encaged in commormal pursults’
They were generally A ‘

‘ Q 218 Do you know if the Board recommended the present Master for a Salary ? I
: A The Board d1d recommend. thc)amount of Salary‘to be grantedto{ the present Master. . ,‘ IR

o Q 219 Are there any mmutes on the Books of the Corporatlon relatrve to the Salary‘oﬁts Master "‘
~.A. There are letters and other entries on the. subject, . from Mr.. ‘Secretary | Cochra_ ;
T ) here any* opmlons glvenby 1 e \V;Oﬁicer of ‘the Crown, ?
o Governor ‘to ‘granta Saar‘yftoﬁhe Master of the rlmtybHo. se? ;
‘ ‘ the subj )y the

to:‘the legal rlght of the

yNthe(Warden of the rmlty';House, 7
coald be officiall
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Q. 223. 'What arcthe duties which the Master of that Board is called upon to dischar ge, apart of the 1efrular

sittings of the Board ?
A. He has to consult the Person Administering the Government, as to carrying into effect the mcasures

recommended by the Board, and to see that they are attended to by the Ofticers charged with carrying them
into cffect. ,

Q. 224. Did the Board rccommend the appointment of a second Flarbour Master at Monfreal, and an ad-

ditional Water Bailiff' at that Port, if so, what was the reason ?
A. They did ; it wasupon application by the Board of Montreal, the then Incumbents not being efficient.

Q. 225. Do youconsider that the super'mnuqted Ofticers of your Institution cmbc placed as Pensioners on

its Funds ?
A. Itwas done with the approbation of the Governor.

Q. 22G. Therc is an addition to the Salary of the Clerk to the Montreal Branch of the Trinity Housc, can

you account for that circumstance ? ?
“A. It wasdoncupon representation of the Clerk that his Salary was msuﬂrcrcnt.

Q. 227. Do you conceive that the duty now performed by the Naval Officer under the Act, 35th Geo IfL.
cap. 12, could be transferred to the Collector of the Customs at the Port of Quebec, with a view to greater:
facility in making the Collections under that Act, and to greater economy

A. [ do.

Joseph Cary, Esquire, againcalled in and examined :

Q. 228. Will you look at the Return made by the Collector at Quebec, of the amount collected by authority of
the Act of Parliament, 14 Geo. 3, cap. 88, during the quarters ending the 5th January, .5th July, 10th. October,
1827, and 5th Jmuary 1828, and state the reason of your return - of the gross receipt and amount- paid to the
Receiver General being about £4000 less than that returned by the Collector ? ‘
A. Onlooking over the Returns made by the Collector at Quebec, I perceive that the gross. amount stated by
him asreceived in those quarters, is in the nominal Sterling, at the rate of 5s. 6d. the ounce in silver, which a-
mount computed by the Table for the Culculation of Silver per ounce, in use for many years past, makes the gross
amount as stated by me in Currency ; thereis no difference, ’ ‘

Q. 229. As Inspector General, you are guided by Reports of Councxl approved by the Governior ?

A. T am, asfarastheycome to my Lnowledge Since the additional Instructions to the Inspector, bearing date
20th December 1826, I ambound to have a knowledge of them,, as Reports since that date, on all. matters of
Account, are kept in a separate book by the Clerk of the Council, to which I have freeaccess ; but, .previous to
that date, the Reports of the Executive Council on accounts were kept in the same book as those on matters of'
State, therefore the Inspectm had no knowledge of them unless partrcular]y comrnumeated to lnm. " 2

Q. 230. Are youaware of a Report of Council, dated 24th April 1810, upon a 1eprescnt'1t10n from' the then
Inspector General, wherein he maintained that the Duties under the 14tli Geo. 8, cap. 88, ought tobe paid at the -
full Sterling amount, if not paidin silver bullion, and in which Report the Councﬂ dcculed that the Collector

might pay in Spanish Dollars at that rate ? -
A. I was not aware of such a Report, none such bemg among the’ 1ecords of my olﬁce. o

'

Q. 231. Are you acquainted with another Report of Council, dated 15th J.muary 1814« whcrem it was re—‘
commended that the Collector should pay in the difterence between the full Sterling amount, of Dutiesand the a-
mount in current Sterling, paid by him to the Recciver General i in Army Brlls, as if they had been Spamsh 1)01-»
lars at therate and valuc of 5s. Gd. the ounce insilver ? , r

A. b’une answer. o S L ST K o o

Q. 232, Are Montreal Bank Notes, by Law, upon the same footmrr as Almy Brlls,—-that is, would a tender ofr

* Montreal Bank Notes stay execution or discharge a Capzas ?

- Teceipts to the Collector at St. John and Cétear du Lee f'or Spamsh Do]la
- ceived paper, which by Law was not a legal tender ?

own Accounts are under consrdcratron. RV

A. 1 beheve hot.

Q. 233. Who held the office of Inspector Gener'rl in1810 and 1814 ?
A. John Hale, Esquire.

Q. 234, By whom are the Accounts ot the Recelver General and the dlﬁ'erent Collectors ﬁnally audlted mlrz RN

this country P S u
A. By the L\ccutwe Council. S PR

Q. 235. Are the present Recen er General 'md the Collector at’ Quebec, Membcrs of that body-?
A. I believetheyare. , . R I Ci "

Q 236. Then the Recerver General must ha\e had an opportumty of mformmg the Councxl that he had v‘grven".ﬁ»
! when' in’truth he had re=

‘A. Hemight; but I have reason to heheve the RecerverGeneral does not set:at the Councr Board when hlS

Q 037 In the Recencr General’s half year]y accounts, does he state ';havmg recexve(
lectors at St. John and Céteaw du Lac?. o
A. He does not mentlon that he recexved Dollars, but ge

i guresthe numb

Q 238 Do you conceive 1t would add to pubhc securrty, 1i' the Bonds whrch the Collectors are by law bound .
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_to take for Dutxes, were taken in duplicate, one of which to be deposxted in the Pnblxc Arcluves of the Provmce, .

the other to remain in the hands of the Collectors respectively ?
A. It might ; butit would be attended with considerable additional delay in transacting the business of the

Custom House. o o »

Q. 289. Thereare many unexpended appropriations yet unaccounted for previous to the Account now furmsh-

ed, can you account why an Account of them is not regularly laid before the Legislature?

A. From the time that I have had the making up the Public Accounts, on my own respons'tblllty an Account
of the unexpended appropriations has been laid before the Legislature, I have very lately received directions to
prepare such an Account from the year 1821 to 1825, but as 1t wonld materially interfere with- the cuu'entbusr-
ness, it cannot be done immediately.

Q. 240. What are the contingent expenscs of the Provmcml Secretary s Office, and are they authonzed by -

law ? :
A. Thev are as follows - :
Tor the 6 months ended 10th January 1827. :
Paid P. Lacroiz, for cleaning Oﬁ‘rccs, &ec. - £1 11

0

Ditto 4. Fisbuck, for ditto stove pipes, 0 5 0

- Allowance on a lease of a reserved Crown Lot, ' 0O 6 0

For Copies 6f Records furnished Government, : 0 10 -9

Stanoncx y u‘éed for Government, S ' 11 6 6
£13 19 3

I‘ox the 6 months ended 10th October 1827

- Tor Statlonarv used for Government, . £27° 8 8 -
Tor a Copy of a Lease furnished . _ditto, . 0 60
- G. Pelitclair, forfirewood, - 4 17 6
. R. Malouin, for. whltewashmg, 6 0 0
Postages,” . = : 2 1 2
Neilson & Cowan, _dears subscrlptnon to Quebcc Gazctte, N 2 0.0
P, Lacroe.\, for sawing wood &c. o ‘ 1 5 6«

43 18 10‘;“

‘Currenc), £57 13 1

-—-—-—-—-*-———- )

Sterlmg, £51417. 9

c——— t———

I am not awarethat they are authorized by Law.
Jolm Bruw, Esquue, again called in and e*:ammed

Q. 241. The Commrttee pelcerve bv the papers laid before them, at your previous exammatlon, that some of‘
the Officers of the Customs at Quebec have entered into Bonds with Sccurities, canyouinform the Committee if
all the Officers of the Customs have likewise given security, and if so, state the amount 1espect1vely, and towar
whom have the secuuty been given, and where the Bonds are deposited ? : ,

A. I produce aStatement (see Appendxx P)

Joim Leatizer, Esquue, callcd m and e\'ammed

p s

24«2. You are a Merchant resxdent m Quebec ? .
Iam. S ,.‘ R UL P

N 243 You are also one of the Wardeus of the Trmxty House at Qaebce, and smce \when ?
. Iam,smcelastsummer. RS BT SRR T

. 244 Do you serve as such gmtultously ? o

= "as@j" >

e@f; |

. 045 Has it come- to your knowledge that the Board of wluch you are a Member, ever recommended lts
‘ present Master to the Governor i in Cluef for a S'tlary? R e e e
A I lmve no knowledge of 1t. . S e

Q 46 Have you. séen on the Remster of your Instrtutron any entry or entrres of any proceedmgs wluch may'
‘,have been had relatwe thereto ? , o . , -

Appendix
-

()
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Appendix - Tuesday, 6th January 1829.
() | PresENT :~—Messrs Cuvillier, Heney, Leslie and Quesnel.

-

Mr. Cuvillier in the Chair.

F¥m. Lindsay, Esquire, beingagain' called in, laid before the Committee, the Register Book of the Trinity
House at Quebec, in conformity to the order of the Committee of yesterday.

The following are Extracts therefrom :
‘“ Read the following Letter from the Honorable Mr. Sceretary Cochran :

“ Castle of St. Lewis,
“‘Qucbep, 7th'June 1827.
*¢ Sir,

¢ His Excellency the Governor in Chief, liaving had under cqllsideration thp proceedings -and Addresses of
the Trinity House, on the 14th April, and Ist. Sth.-and 29th May, has directed me to convey to you his

pleasurc thereon.

L
"

[

LY

“ His Excellency approves of the recommendation of the Board, in their Address of the 14th. April, that
¢ the Salary of Mr. Young, the Supcrintendant of Pilots, should “be increased, and it will accordingly be
¢ fixed at one hundred and twenty pounds, Sterling, per annum,to commence from the 1st May last; His |
¢ Excellency also approves of the nomination of Mr. R. N. Lindsay, to be Keeper of the Light House on
“ Green Island, and of Captain vrmstrong, (whose capacity is well known toHis ‘Excellency,) to be Har- .
¢ bour Master at Montreal, and of Mr. . Delisle, to be Water:Bailiff there ; and for the purpose of carry-
“ ing into effect this arrangement, His Excellency will sanction. the retirement of the . present Harbour .
Master and Water Bailiff, with their full Salaries, as a retired ‘allowance, in consideration of their age
and infirmities, as recommended by the Board, in their Address of the 8th May. His Excellency further
¢« approves of the Expenditure recommended in the Address of the Board, of the 20th May, of one hundred
“ and forty nine_pounds, one shilling and eight pence, as estimated by Captain Lambly, for placing three
lights in the Richelieu, as an experiment. I am further to acquaint you, that His Excellency being
desirous of remunerating you by a suitable Salary, for the duties you have to perform as Master of the -
“ Trinity House, and being advised that such Salary as .the Board may think proper and necessary may
‘¢ .be granted from the Funds raised and placed at t}}e disposal of t‘he‘,Corporatlon, su})Ject to H1§ Excel-
¢ lency’s approval ; it is therefore His Excellency’s desire, that the;Board .should take jchls smatter into con- -
¢ sideration, and recommend suchamount of Salary as they shall think proper, and point out at the same
“ time the period from which it should commence. : ‘

-

<

-

(4

"

L)
-

€

-

-

i

1 have the honor to be, &e.

-  (Sigaed)  A."W. COCHRAN, Secy. -
- ¢ The Master, . o . | , :
¢ Trinity House, Quebec.

c Fijz'daJ/, 22d szg:_ _‘1827"‘.

“ Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor in Chief, stating that,

“ having seriously considered the commands of His Excelleney, signified to this Board by the Honorable : "
“ Mr. Secretary Cochran's letter of the seventh June instant, relatingto a Salary for the Mastar of this -Cor- -
¢ poration, they humbly submit that the sum of two hundred and twenty-five pounds, sterling, annually -~ -
‘ be granted to the Honorable Jokn'Stewart, the present Master, ‘to commence from:the date ‘of ~his Com-.

- ‘¢ mission, namely, the twenty sixth day of August, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-four.” ..~ - °

W?n. Walkér, ‘Esquire, calied in and ékatnined

247. You are Deputy Master of the Trinity House, -and since when?
I am, since about two years. N

248, Ts there any Salary attached to your Office? . ‘

PO PO

Q. 249. Can you inform the Committee whether the Board ever recommended the M;{stér:%'ofthét.fCofi-pﬁfa‘-
~tion to_the Governor, for a Salary, and when ? L TR e

o

* A. The'Board, -upon  a’ reference'from “His Excellency, -contained in'a letter from"Mr. Secretary ' Cochra

dated 7th January'1827, recommerided by a ‘Resolve:of the Board, on the 22d June, that the sum'of £225

. Sterling, annually, be granted. to the Honorable John-Sfewart, the present. Master, to. commence from the'
~dateof his’‘Commission, viz: ::26th August 1824, * BRI

apart o

Q. 250. What are the duties which the Master of 'the:,’&['r‘in\iity’ House is called upon. to. discharge,
the regular sittings of the Board- ? ' " o DRI L L e i T

A. Tam not aware of any particular dutles besides theSIttmgsof theBoard

Q. 251, By the ‘Acé.ount‘é ‘ of your Board‘,:,:f it appearsthat there- are :“,P‘e'nsidhéjv‘ granted to su pérannualtcﬁ‘
Officers of your Establishment, and to the widow of one of. them,~—do you considef that there:exists an
T T T e T T e
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legal right in the Governor, orin the Board, to place on the Funds of that Corporatlon such superannuated PNy

Otﬁcex., as Pensioners ?
- A: I have alwavc been under the ‘impression, thaet upon an Addréss of the Board to the Governor, His
Excellency had a right to 1)lacc on the Fands of the Corporatlon superannuated Officersas Pensxoners

Q. 252." Will you point out that part of the Law by which you concewe such ntrht e\xsts ?
A. T conceive suchright exists by the Act, 45th Geo. III cap.12. sec. 24.

[Uere the Witness was shewn. llze Act 45th Geo. I11. cap. 12., and being rqjérred 4] tlze "4«t72 Sectzon,
al/udcd loin /zzs [ast answer, was asked.]

Q. 253. Wnll you refer to the particular exprcssmns or words i in that section of the Act, in vxrtue of whxch
- you consider the Governor-hasthat power ? ‘ : =
A. My opinion is grounded not so much on any partxeular express’ons or words as in ‘what T concewe to
be the general mcamnfr of the Law

Ad journed to the call of the Chair.

Monday, 12th Jtmuar Y 18"9
- PRESENT '-—-’\’Iessrs. Leslze, Nezl.son, Hene ey Cuwllwr, Quesnel and Younrr.

“Mr. Cuvzllzer in the Chair."

Ordered That Lleutenant Colonel Vassrzl de llonuel AclJutant General of ’thtla, do appear before the ‘
Commlttee to- morrow morning, at. Eleven o clock

- .
-

Ad jo‘umed till to-morrow, at Eleven o clock, A. M.

o Tuesda Y, - 130k January 1829:
Pm:sevr .-—\Iessrs. Leslze, Quesnel chlson, Cuvzllzer and- Heney

Mr. Cuvzllzer m the Chalr.

Lleut Col Vassalde x’lIonvzeI called m and examlned

Q- ~04 You are Adjutant General of Mllltla 7 , T

'Q 200. You are also appomted by Law to pa j the Pensmns to wounded Mxhtxa-men, then‘ WldOWS and"
chxldxen" SR ‘ . o R i
CAsTam st oot i e

Q.A 5o..,Cau you furmsh thc Commxttee thh a Rcturn of the l\’hlxtla-men now on the Penswn LlSt of the
Provmce, their placés of resulence, and how loncr they have reeelved ‘their Pensmns respectwely 5 o
CAST produce the same. (sec Appendm R ) ‘

l .'A‘Q.{Qo7 IIavc 'my or '111 of them recewed any of the Allowances granted them by the Act of the 48d Geo. :
“TIL ‘cap 1., .since Ist. May'1827.2 . .. | l
A The Pensxons allowed by that Act have been pald smce the lst May 1827

AdJourned to the call of the Chalr
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-5s. 6d. the ounce in silver, was ﬁrst adopted by the Cc]lector at St Johns: -and Coteau di Lac, and are’ you awar
‘of any instructions being . given ‘to atithorise them in’ deviating from® the est: ’ :
i faymcr in full Sterhng amount? : Can you state how the Table of the Welght f Dollars: transmitted 0. the Col

the mble rezerred to was obtamed by those ofﬁcers

9 Geo. IV. Appendix () 4 1829,

Q. 259. Have you not communication of the criginal Reports of Council upon the Accounts of the Collectors
and Receiver ; and in these Reports is it not stated who are present when the Report is agreed upon ?

A. T have only c0111n1u111c1t101r of the Reports when Warrants issue ; but I can havc access to them at all
times.

Q. 260. Are not the greater number of contingent Accounts for the Administration of Justice, taxed and
allowed by the Judges of the Court of King's Bench, prior to being sent to you for inspection ?
A. Yes.

Q. 261. Arenot the Chief Justice of the Province and Mr. Justrce Kerr Members of the Committee 0.
Council, by whom these Accounts are finally Audited ?
~ A. Ingeneral they are. .

Q. 262. Docs the Master of the Trinity House approve and certlf'y the Accounts of the Registrar of that
Cor poraaon ? .
A. e does; and swears the Registrar to his Accounts.

Q. 263. Is not the Honorable Jokn Stewart, Master of the Trinity House, and sole Commissioner of the
Jesuits’ Bstates, a Mcmber of the Committce of Council ; and are not his Accounts, as Comnussxoner, order-

ed to be Audited by that body.'
A. Heis; and his Accounts go through the same course of Auditas other Public Accounts

Q. 264. Do the Clerk and Assistant Clerk of the Ledlslatwe Counc11 receive monies by accountable War—

‘rauts, for'which they are hcld accountable ?.

A. They do.

Q. 265. Are the Honorables Ih!lzam Smitk and Clzarles Elienne Clzaussevros Délery, Members of the Exe-
cutive Council ?
A. They are.

Q. 266. Arenot the Feesof the Auditor of I.and Patents regulated by the Executive Councrl ?
A. 1 do not know. ‘

Q. 267. Are the Attomey Gcneral’s Accounts Audited by the Executive Council, and is he not a ’VIember of
that body ? «
A. Yes.

Q. 268. Ts not the Honomble John Richardson a Commrssroner for the Lachine Canal a J udge in the Court

of Appeals, and an Executive Councillor?
A He is Commissioner for the Lachine Canal and an Executive Councﬂlor

Q. 69 Can you inform the Committee why a Statement of the funds ralsed by virtue of the Act 48th Geo.
I11. eap. 19, does not accompany the Accounts laid before the Legislature ? ,

A. In comequonce ofa Committee of the Assembly in 1827, su«rcfestin'Jr that it- woul.d be aswell to dispense
with the particulars of those Accounts, unless it was found necessary | to call for them PR

Q. 270, Will you lay before the Commrttee the said Statement S0 as to mclude the colloctlon under the Act ,
to the latest period received ? | ‘
Al producc the same.

Statement of Duties collected at Chaleauguay, under the Provincial Act, 48th Geo. III cap.: 19, ior the
impr ovement of the Inland Navigation of the River S, Lawrence, in the year ended the 31st December 1828. ...

By Arthur McDonell, lnspector of Rafts, &c. betw een the Ist December 1827 and 1st. Deccmber 1828 :

- ‘ £191 2.6 .0
Por which he has detamed )per cent for Commrssxon : o o ) i 1%
 And pald into the hands of the Receiver Geueral o S £181 1 g 4%,}

- By 7' A. Turner and R. Armour, Esquires, Commlssmners for xmprovmrrthe Navmatxon above
Montreal, balance unexpended of ;U.OO culrency,lecewed bythem in 18...., byaccountable Warrant 70 0 0

Total received in the year 1828 o ‘ B . o n £251 11 4}
The balance of this Fund uncxpended on the 10th0ctober, was - T £6180 0 9

Rccewedml%ﬂ ‘ . 207 9 9 R
o S 6387 911 j*

Total unexpended Currcncy, £6639 1. 3—

Q. 271. erl you state when the 'practrce of paymg to the Recerver r:,,General Sterlmg Dutles,

tablished practice’at those’ Ports,

ctor at Quebec, by . the Commlssroners of Customs, “for his gmdance’ obtamed by ese ﬂrcers
‘At was: first adopted in'1825; T know, of no su_ch‘mstructrons having'been gi : ‘g

Q. 2 2. The practrce of ﬁfty years referred to in; your dxﬁ'erent answers; Telate therefore to'the: Port of Quebe
only, where it first obtained in consequence of mstructrons from the‘ Commxsarons ot Customs? :
Al cannot say. | S . : 2
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Q. 273. In your answer to questlon No. 27, you state that you d1d nof consrder that the allowance to the
Master of the Tnmty House was 1llegal will you point out the law or scction thereof whereby such allowance
is authorized ? '

A. Under the 4«5th Geo. I11. cap 12 sect. 24.

Q. 284. Did not the Xarl of Dalkousie apply to the Legislature for an aid to enable him to pay the Sa]anes
of the officers of the Trinity House, and was not an Act passed in 1823 grantmg, among other s, a supply for that
purpose, and specifying the amount of each Salary ?

A. Ido not recollect at this moment. ‘ .

Q. 275. Under what authority does the Collector at Quebec deduct the incidental Charges accruing under the
Acts 35th Geo. III, cap.9, 41st Geo. IIL cap. 14, 53d Geo. IIL. cap. 11, 55th Geo. I1L cap. 2, and 55th Geo.
III. cap. 8, from the amount of Duties collected under these Acts. as stated in your Account No. 4, now before
this Committee ?

A. 1 understand that 1t is under the 3d Geo. IV cap. 119

Q. 276 Will you lay before the Committee a Statement of the Duties levred at each Port wrtbm the Provmce,
for the year ending 5th January 1828 ?
Al produce the same.
Statement of the amount of Duties levied at cach Port within this Provmce, in the Trve Quarters
: ‘ending 5th January 18~8 . :

Appendlx
/ \J"\

)

Under 14th |, ' 0 oo g . | 3rd Geo. 1V.. | 6th Geo. IV.
Ports. Geo, 1L, | ¥1st Geo. IIL | 33rd Geo. 'TII.I. 35th Geo. I11. va3rdl Geo. »l‘II. 55th Geo. I‘II.‘ cap. 119, cap. 114,

Quebec - - -| 3876318 9| 85310 8| 231010 0| 3514812 3 20870 16 32| 2820418 1| 197311 3| 6366 4 6
St Johw's - - 11 2| 4597 3 5 10 0| 1420 3 93 878 0 3| ~ 1215 7§ © ] 823312 0
Coteau du Lac - 2 00 L 120 18 © 324 14 6 12018 O 481311 8
Stanstead | - - c ‘ ; RS
Ste. Marie } :
uouvelle_ Beauce ) } :
o gl oserek 19 100 4970 140 1) 234110 0 36089 14 63 éz’073',11' 03l 28338 11’ 1973 11 3

84 19413 8 2

The above is the gross amount of Duties.
The Collector at Nouveille Beauce has not paid any monies to the Recerver General

Norn “The Collector at Stanstead has paid to the Receiver General £89 5s. 11d} on account of Duties in the vcar 1827 but from the

confused state of his accounts it ‘could not be ascertained under what Actto credit that xunount. Credxt will be glven as 'soon

as the Accouuts can be ﬁnally settled,

- S _‘ : leomas Aznslze Yow Esq, afram Exammed

Q 77 What check do you concerve e\usts on the operatlons of the Collectors at the Inland Ports of the ‘

Pr ovince ?

A Under the. present system there is 1o chcck whatever. ,
- Q. 278. Could you sug
as eﬂ"ectually to secure a falthful and drlrgent collectlon of the Revenue, and a due and farthful payment mto the
Pubhc Coffers ? : . : S . , _ ‘ .

gest any plan ‘whereby these Officers could be placed under such regulatron and control‘ ,

A I would suggest in the first place, that the several Custom Houses be placed under the 1mmed1ate drrec- 3

tion of an officer at Quebec, authorized ‘to correspond” with the different Collectors, and to whom they would‘

apply in all cases of‘ doubr or drﬂlculty relatmo' to the duties of thelr olﬁces., . e _5

That proper lnstructlons and mf‘ormatlon be forwarded to the several Ports, and that 1n future when a new:“

officer is” appointed he-be not'pat in charge until he receive his instructions, and understand the manner of mak- .

“ing up his "‘Accounts and Returns;;

for wluch purpose he. ought to attend at the Audlt Ofﬁce at Quebec untll he
: obtarn the reqursrte information. ..

~That " forms of Accounts'be : adopted and prmted and that the oﬂicer at Quebec be charged wrthforwardmg al
suﬂ‘icrent number of each sort as they may be required bya crave: ‘from the respective Collectors : that he be ren-

dered responsable that the Quarterly Accounts and Returns are transmrtted wrthm the peuod ﬁ:xed by the Iu- :

structrons. %

T hat all accounts and communlcatlons relatmn‘ to the busmess‘at the several Ports be addressed to .hrm, and

that hee eramme the same ;and ‘report thereon to the Goygrnor.:

“That,'in exammmg and.audrtmo' the Accounts, he be' gulded by general ﬁxed prmcrples to be lald down in’ the .

Instr uctions furnished. the. Collectors “and’ when he shall:consider:any- chan«re necessary | f’or the better‘collectron

- of the Revenue, he\submrt lns reasons for the same to the. consxderatron of’ the Governor. _

strict compllance' ith- the Instructrons 50

quired.

~ n’ the event of their being o
hie; ought’to’ transmit i/ accounts sworn.to in.the same'‘manner ‘as if -

d‘ENouvelle Be uce, as: they are- rather preventrve Ofﬁcers thanf_"i N
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- officer would be bound to'act under the’ direction of the other ?'

. and that heshould be mucly aI'ust Clerk in'th
i

Q.
should be united into one ; that the Auditor should be at the head of the . Office,: and that the: Inspector shoulc

9 Geo. IV. Appendix ( ) - 4. 1829,

]

AL It will require some co:xsulumon and 1 mquny to determine the amount of the cxpence to be mcuncd at
ﬁn~t, frow the necessity of printing the Acts of Parliament and of the Provincial chlslature, ‘the Instructions
and foum of Acwunts, the expence would be considerable, but this is merely a contingency not likely to occur
again, except in the case of the accounts which must ne ccssauly be renewed as often as they are required,

The allowances to the Officers I conccne ought to be p'ud by Wanmnt and their qmount fixed once for all
and no deductions allowed from the monies collucted , , L ‘

The most effectual way of determining the proper allowances would be to place asum at the disposal of the
Governor to meet the expences of one year, a detail of which might be laid before the Legislature at tlu. next
Session, and the requisite measures then “adopted for finally fixing the amount,

The existing.cxpenses are :

Al ST. JOHNS.

Salary to the Collector, paid by Warrants, sterl. ‘ £186 0 ©
Ditto to the Comptr oller, ‘ ‘ _ 196 0 ©
Ditto to the Ga wglr, o - 40 0.0
Ditto one Landwaiter, Currency, £40 0 O L .
Blitto to two Landwaiters, each £25 0 0, | 50 0 O

Collector, for House Rent, : , 60 0 O

Ditto for Office Rent, _ 40 0 0

Comptroller, for House Rent, 50 0 0

Collector, Wood and Candles, ‘ ’ 1 0 0

Extra allowance of 2s. 6d. per day, to Gauger and Landwaiters,(occasionally,)

Postages and other trifling incidents, about 100 0 O

Amount of Collector’s incidental Account, (paid by Warrant,) £856 0 Oequal stg. 3820 80
Annual expense at St. Jolu's, paid by Warrant, ‘ o sto'. £67o_ 8 0

The Collector and Comptroller dcduct from the monies collected undcr the authoutv of the Act of quhament,z
6th Geo. 1V, cap. 114, a commission of 2% - per cent. ‘

COTEAU DU LAC o | S
Salary to the Collector as Inspector ofMerchandsz, . stg €150 0 .9

[, -

Ior House Rent, paid by Warront, : : o R 180 0O
Total paid by Warrant, : o ' £168 0 ©
Salary as Collcctox, o ' o | 75 0 0
Allowance for a Boat, ‘ ‘ R S R B
Ditto foran extra officer, - \ -7 0" 0 o
House Rent in additionto the allowance as Inspector’of Merc‘mnexse, : , ..~ 8 o0 0

Total expence as allowed at Colean du Lac, A S stg. 360 00

3 , STANSTEAD. o

Collector’s Salary, c . o S st £75 0 0
House and Office Rent, : .o S Cy £35 o0 -
Tucl and Candies for Office, - ‘ .10 0 0
Allowance for a House, o T 20 0 0
Stationery, Printing dld Postage, S o 710 .0
Travelling expenses, -~ ¢ ‘ DREE - .10 0 0

£82 10 0 equal stg. 74 5.

Total e}ipchses at Stanstead , IR P
| © STs MARIE, NOUVELLE BE ch ; B e
Collector, Co ‘ o stn' £05 0 O

And 50 per cent on the amount collected provuled 1t does not e*{ceed £100 per annum.

Q. 280. Do vou lmow if any of' the Collectms at the Inland Ports have owen secunt)
A. “I do not l\now—-—I rather think they have not. R : S

281. In youf answer to Qucstxon No. 46 you state‘t 1€ Oﬁlces of. Audltor Gcneral and Inspector General :

act under his directions, ——do .you conceive that such a ¢onstitutio

1uld“ ecure'an
- A Tam of opinion that the: office.of Inspector;as at pres

responsabxllty should rest, .
and the Le "‘lsldtul‘e. et

Pm«:sx. T y

'.*:*Messxs. Cuwllzer Heney, Ne:lsol

. _Mt."f‘Cuvzllzer in
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Appendix (A)

PorT OF QUnnnc :

A Statement of the Revenue collcctcd at this Pont, unde1 the Acts of the Imperial Parliament 6th Geo. 2, cap.
18, 4th Geo. 8, cap. 15, and 6th Geo. 3, cap. 52, since 1823, shewing also the amount remitted to England

YEAR Amount received | Payments at the Remitted to Eng:
S , , in Sterling. Port in Sterling. | landin btex]mn‘.
, 1%‘21«, 1954 @ 7 641 18 1 1180 0 0
1825, iieeeeneeseeniesrneneneen] 2185 8. 51| 975 6 8 | 900 O 0
ISQl),....;... 1956 10 4% 442 14 10 1840 0 O
1827, uuivruveicsnseenensnnaneennn| 1827 .14 02 719 14 1] 1220 0. O
To IOth Octobu ]8”8,. AP D T 72 T~ TR B | 244 6 4 1250 - 0 O

80 0 0

Average, £1178 0o 0

e S——— ey

Custom House, Quebec °3d Deccmbel 1828.

M. H. PERCEVAL, Col.

< , Appendlx (B) o

l’or'r oF QUEm:c. A o
Establishment of the Customs at thls Port, mcludmo' Z\Iontreal Gaspe and cho Carlisle, shewing the duties
‘_ and b.tlanes 01 each Oﬂlcex respectlvely : o L

|| Salaries established] Allowance by the l’xonncml (Jovernment I e
IR B Lo by‘thciLonj(ls‘ot:the\ TN CURRE‘\ICY.H S !
. OFFICE. | OrFrcER’s NaMg, . [1rcasury & the Hon. e
o o 7 7T [Commissioners of His| 1 I'ox Gauglnﬂ ‘Boarding Bills
o Majesty’s Customs. As Sa afy on dn av erag re. at . 58, P'«‘Pl d“.‘li -
K SI‘I‘RLI\G “hcn emp. oyed,

Colléetor, "= .- M H Perccxal ‘oooo“'

in 1796, and £200 per annm, granted to the

i 1S3 ) 68 {BeinkMper l Mu\ "tothef‘

Comptroller, D . 'V .. o «GJAL GOI‘C, o 1000 , ) 66 13 4 g::éacz;ax&:.‘({&lglpirollstuponlheh’ Demorial,

1St Clcrk "-’ S - I Bruce, PR I 300’ SRR ST .

ad. ditto ‘.  o= e Pxendern"xst ',“""050?’; ,

3d./ditto -'u’;" S o Secmt'm, - 200 :
~4th -ditto "= ¢ . fi'- ) Cunmnoham, 100 .
Surveym, | '1.-? AETIE ) - Comewall L. -600

‘Clerk to dltto, SRR | N '\f[eara, Sl _‘:.,_,10(‘)':3:‘ S EURTRTRRTIN FPTEE w_‘ )

Surveyor, Montreal,: - S|H. Jesqopp, :

© Waiter and Searcher, Quebec,z; W. Wilson, = " |2 L}+60 0 0O 1‘100 19 Q‘ R
-|C. G+ Stewalt,i o 1160 00100 19 .2 -
o= I*letchm, T e 1‘ 31 ;}1‘, 0.
real, |W.:Hall, 0 .0} Ca

e, |W. btlmfrer. Lioo 1800
<R, Cross, 4s. p. day,ﬂ'

J. ' D. MConnell
j H O’Ham‘ :
J. Fife,"
1 :and’ 55, per d'l ,'
' ',Wm. Burlagd o
|“and 5si'per da
H. M Donald

" Locker to" .
Sub- Collectox, Gaspe, -

“ditto .- New-Carlisle, - -
lldc Suneyox, Quel;ec,_{

S COUOMO000C0000000000000
o cocooc000000020000000000 |
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" were Dutiable, and the Duties to becollected were  estimated at £9000 Currency, at present ‘almost every. -

‘towards their payment.

“son, ‘to_employ an Assistant, Your Excellency- will however judge ‘whether, the additional dutics lately
- -imposed upon him, should entitle him to ‘P“YA1‘1d?mniﬁ9ati°n;Oruallowanfce,'fot that purpose.. - o
*_ From aconsideration of these circumstancs, itis humbly presumed, that Your Excellency must be sati

fied-that every considerable “additional: duties have been imposed by the ‘late : Provincial - Statutes, and they:

~ for such additional duty.

9 Geo. IV. | Appendix () o "A, 1829, |

Answer.—With respect to the reference made by the Inspector to his remarks upon the October Accounts, -
upon the Salaries and Incidental Allowances, granted at various periods by the Provincial Government ,under the
special circumstances of each case as were at such time brought under its consideration. These allowances do
not appear to have been submitted for the revision of the Lords of the Treasury or the Commissioners of the Cus-
toms, or objected to by His Majesty’s Provincial Government: the Collector and Comptroller could not with
propriety take upon themselves, on their own judgment and responsability, to make any change therein, and the
more particularly, assuch change would materially affect the interests of old and deserving officers who have
faithfully served in their respective trusts for a long series of years, and moreover, as similar Allowances have not
been sanctioned by the Provincial Government to the Officers who have since been added to the Department.

t=d o

Instructions not having been given by the Provincial Government to discontinue these Allowances (marked )
and challenged by the Inspector, they continue to be paid as heretofore. : ’

Custom House, Quebec 23d. December, 1828.
S - ' M. H. PERCEVAL, Col.

Custom House, Quebee, 4th April 1814.

May it please Your Excellency, ‘ ‘
C’l‘he Statement which the sccond of the undersigned had the honor to transmit to Your Excellency, -
upon the 22d February last, was returned to him, accompanied by the enclosed Letter from Mr. Rylund,
Clerk of the Executive Council. - ‘ h i

In consequence ofthe recommendation contained i that Letter, the undersigned have been induced, jointly,
to propose the following Statement which they now humbly submit for the eonsideration of Your Excellency. -

Thetwo late Provincial Statutes have very much encreased the respective duties and responsability of both
of the undersigned, they however make no provision for the payment or remuneration. |

The Bonds taken to secure the Duties, must be fully more than four times the former number, the payments
have increased in a much greater proportion, and at amoderate calculation cannot be less than twelve times
the number formerly made, but the additional number of Calculations, Payments, Accounts, &c. give a very
inadequate idea of the additional trouble. ‘ V B o

Formerly aimost all the Duties were paid by the most respectable and extensive Mercantile Houses, there
isat present, on the other hand, scarcely a Shopkeeper but what has Duties to pay at the Custom. House,
and indeed there are few private families but what receive Goods which are subject. to Duty, and witheut, in -
the smallest degree, reflecting upon any who have transacted business at the Custom House, the ‘uhdér”sign: .
ed may be allowed to say, that itis much easier to collect large sums from respectable Mercantile Houses,
than small payments from those who are less regular in their mode of transacting business. R
Besides, the undersigned have not only to perform the proper Business of Collector' and Comptroller, they

have not only to bring to Account the Duties upon those Goods which have been regularly entered at the Cus- -

tom House, but they have likewise to ascertain thatall the Goods have been so entered. -

From the limited number. of Ofﬁccré at this Port, this duty has always devolved upon the Collector. and
Comptroller, as itis quite impossible for the Officers employed at tlie water side to discharge the Ships with

the same rigid ‘correctness as is required in England, the different checks which can be afforded within . .
doors, is a duty of essential importance and great responsability. - The'late Provincial Statutes have very .
much _encreased this duty, before the ad valorem Duty was introduced, it )\}Ara"s only the Cockets of the duti-
able Goods which were extracted, and particularly examined and compared with the Entrics, but ‘as every
thing is now Dutiable, it is humbly presumed, -that every thing ought to undergo this check and scruginy.

“From these considerations, it must appear obvipus to )i’o,ur Excellency, tlvgqt' “Assistan"ts‘ or C‘Ivex;_l{s_f are abso- -
lutely necessary. At the time the Act 33d- Geo. III. was passed, -the Collector. was allowed £50 curréncy, as
a Salary for a Clerk, this was allowed by the Governor .in: Council, upon 22d October 1796, although this

sum must now ‘be considered a. very inadequate Salary, yet at the time it was granted, it is “probable that

it was sufficient, as it seems’ to have been: jointly recommended by the Collector and Comptroller, ina
Letter, dated the 23d March, 1795, and although one Clerk for the Collcctor was- then sufficient, yet the -
duties to be performed in the Office are now very different. At that time 2 very. small proportion"of the Goods,

thing is subject to Duty, and it is not improbable that*the ‘nyli}ieé“in‘lay,‘Tile_xt; scason, far: exceed ‘£100,000
Your Excellency will therefore please to o

‘ se to observe, thatthe principle of allowing assistance to the first ofthe
undersigned, has been already recognized. . L principle of allovipg assistanes to the frstofthe

A full Salary was given for’?.Clerk, ata time when dpg Clﬁerlkbn’ly,wwzis 11ec¢s's:i1|‘j. From the mcrease of busx-
ness it is now necessaryfor him to employ two Clerks, and it may be easily conceived, that the allowance from

the Province,’ from the circumstance of its ne\qr having been encreased, contributes in ‘a very small degree
" The secondof the undersigned has already stated to Your Excellency,: that he' found it necessary last sca-

trust that they may be allowed: to express their.confidence, that: a suitable recompence. may be  allowed ‘them



T
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From the circumstances which haye been stated, the undersigned conceive it will only ‘bs.: necessary for A.ﬁ)jfil:
them to mention, that the allowance for Stationery, Office Rent and Firewood, ought to’ be increased, the o
allowance for Stationery was inadequate last. season, it was fixed at £9 Currency, per annum, by the Go- ()
~vernor in Council, on the 19th June 1797, since that period, all the materials have not only increased in |
price, but a much greater supply is necessary. . . - T

The Office Rent was fixed at £20 Currency, per annum, on the 23d August 1796, since that, the Rents
of Houses have very much increased and more accommodation is now likewise necessary. =~~~

The allowance for Firewood was fixed at ‘£10 Currency, on the 19th June 1797, since that period, the
price of Firewood has encreased prodigious, besides, at that time, the Custom House was schrcely -ever ’Open
during Winter, and no business whatever was done after the first January, but now. it is ‘necessarily kept
open, and a constant attendance is required until the opening of the navigation. S

The allowante fora Boat is to,tral'ly inadequate for its maintenance and éilpp(jft,‘ it ‘w_ésr‘sétﬂéd dt £4l 13s. 4d.

‘per annum, on the 10th- October 1796; in the year 1812, this ‘Allowance was so inadequate, that the first of
the undersigned advanced £49 Currency, over and above the Allowance by the Crown and the Province.
It was certainly always of great consequence that. the Boat should be keptin an efficient state, for without

~ it, the Landing Waiters and ‘Tides-men cannot  possibly do their duty, but if it ‘was necessary - before,; it has

been doubly so, since the ad valorem Act came into operation. =~ -~ - = . o o T T
The last circumstance  which the undersigned have to recommend, is the propriety of appointine 2 Messenwer

. for the Custom House ; ‘that’duty has hitherto been performed by one olt)" tlll)e]'l‘lifdé-wlz)zﬁzts,vl?ui gf];?:::n::é |
. duty to be performed has so much increased, .that it would seem to require a person for' that particular ’pnr;

- pose ; the late Provincial Act has  very much increased the number of “Messengers passing from the Custom .
House to the: Officers - employed -out of -doors, ‘and as it has always been the practice at this Port to intimate
to the Merchant when his Bonds and Payments become:due, the Messages passing from the Custom Fouse.

to the Merchants, must necessarily be very much increased. -~ . "~ = 7 PR

- If your Excellency should be disposed to afford . any: remuneration to. ‘_.the[undersi\g'ried;’lforfthe;"5(1(1;1;0,',&1

~ duties -imposed -upon -them, by. the late Provincial -Statutes, they humbly submit. that whatever ‘arrance-
ment is made, ought to have  a retrospect to. the -last season.. They  have likewise to submit. that- if:;fny

additional allowance is given for Firewood, Stationery, Office Rent and the Boat, that such-addition shoulit .

likewise have a retrospect tolast season.. .~~~ .. v o0 e
Prior to that period, thefirst'of the undersigned made considerable advances over and above the Allowances

from the Province ; -for - these, however, he never :looked for indemnification, ‘but’ as the situation of the

Degartment is now materially changed,: he'is confident that the  justice of “Your Excelleney will not demand

such asacrifice on his part. - -- 0~ o s e e L T T
. ' With greater respect, we have the honor to be |

Your Excellency's |
. Most obedient
" 'Humble servants, | |
e g MHPERCEVAL,Collector, -
‘His Excellency Sir Geo. Prevost,) - = -~ .. o0 U

&= ~ — .

- Porror Quepec: .

A Return of the Quantity of Teas and:other Articles Tinported direct from Cliva,, the, amount. of Duty: paid
‘and%{hg‘fquaxit}i‘ty.deStydye’d; from. thé'yea: 1825’19,11828,’;‘-‘;‘inqlu‘sivc‘,;:;‘,J‘f; o e RS e

PR T

| Teasat6d: - [ “Teasatd4di~ ‘| Teasat2d. | | oo

T R B ARt KRR ‘|Value of other] - .
el i b Articles | o s
Chests .|’ Duties.. |- paying ' | Duties. .
nds: 224 Pounds{ 2% per Cent.| .-

Boxcs. Pounds. | y and .

o] and: AL
- |Boxes: | Boxes. |-

N L e
y . 12 : .
- “Warehoused, [209552):

39 | 52906 | 361471

~Qiinnti.tyalm]50:lf‘,ted.‘&f}

. Teas destroyed;
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Appendix (D2
(Duplicate.)—No. 37. ' “ ' ! ,
Custom Ifouse, London, 12th December 1825.
Gentlemen, : R ‘
A The Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury having been pleased to adopt provisionally, and -
subject to their Lordships reconsideration and further directious after the expiration of one ycar from the com-
mencement of the new system, a Table of the Salaries for the Ofticers of the Customs in the several Colonies and
Possessions of His Majesty in America and the Test Tndies, prepared by us under their Lordships® directions,
and which are to be received in consequence of such Ofiicers being prohibited by the Act Gth Geo. 4, cap. 106,
from taking or recciving, from and after the 5th January next, any description of Fee, Perquisite,” Gratuity or
Reward whatever, on account of; or relating to, their respective Gtfices or employments, on pain of dismission.

~ We herewith transmit to you copy of the said Establishment so far as the same relates to your Port, and of
the scale of Salaries allotted by their Lordships i the different Offices at your Port in licu of Fees, together with
the printed form of'a Notice in regard to the abolition of I'ees, which you are to cause to be framed and aflixed
up in the Offices and other most public parts of the Custom House at your Port, and at all the Creeks and Out
Stations within the limits of the same, for the information of all parties concerned, and in order that the several
Oflicers may be warned of the punishment which will await them in the event of their being found guilty in any
instance of the least breach of the Law.  And in pursuance of their Lordships’ Commands. “we “hereby dircct
vou to apply so much, of the produce of the Duties which you may receive under the Acts 6th Geo. 4, cap. 73,
and 114, as may. be necessary in the first instance to defray the Salaries of the several Officers.mentioned in the
Establishment sent herewith, quarterly as they become due.  And in the event ofthe Duties proving in any case
insufficient to defray the charges, you are to make application to the Governor,'in order that an arrangement may

" bemade to insure the application of any Dutics collected or received by ‘any Colonial Officers, or out of anyv
“Colonial Funds for the purpose of making good the deficiency, and directions will be forwarded to the Governor

by His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies for this purpose.

- Should it appear upon proper application to the Governor, that no such arrangement can be made, you'are
forthwith to represent the same to us, and in the mean time we authorize the Collector to draw for the amount

~ofany such deficiency.upon - Culling Charles Smith, Lsquire, the Receiver General of this Revenue, giving due

notice thereof to the Comptroller General, and transmitting at the same time proper. Accounts and Vouchers,
shewing the amount of the Receipts and Demands, and the necessity of drawing fersuch deficiency. -~ ©

We further direct you to acknowledge immediately the receipt of this Order, tostate the nic'zisin'ésfou have
taken and propose to take in pursuance thereof, and to transmit to us the names of any Officers, Clerks or other
persons who -have been employed in the Service of this. Revenue at.your Port, (other than those enumerated-
in the Establishment herewith transmitted,) their ages, length of service, by whom appointed, by whom paid,
and the amount of their Salaries and Emoluments, of every descriptionin the last three years, distinguishing cach
W. F. ROE, ‘A. HELY HUTCHINSON,

H. S.. KING, FRED. B. WATSON.
Quelec, Canada. ‘ :

Custom House, Quebec 27th March 1826.

May it please Your Excellency, . . . : . e

We have the honor to transmit Copy of an Order of the Honorable Commissioners of His Majesty’s
Customs, dated 12th December 1825, No. 37, upon the abolition of Tees and the new System of Salarics tor the:
Officers of the Customs in the several Colonies and Possessions in America and the  West Indies, together with; a.

Copy of the said Establishment so far as the same relates to this Port, with the scale of Salaries adopted - provi-

sionally and allotted by the Lords Commissioners of . His. Majesty’s Treasury to the different Officers in lieu of |

The First Quarterof the said Salaries will become due on the 5th proximo, and the Acts 6th Geo. 4, cap. 73
and 114, having only came into operation on the 5th January last, no Duties have accrued under these. Acts for the.
Payment thereof ; we have therefore in obedience to the Order of the Honorable Commissioners most respect-
fully to request that Your Excellency will be pleased to:direct such arrangementsas may insure the application of
any Duties  collected or. received by any Colonial Officers or out- of -any. Colonial Funds, for the purpose

of paying the same to the amount of £122 ,“10'5. - 0d. Sterling. -
‘ ’ | With grcht Respect we have the honor t0'b¢,l ‘
Your Excellencys = . - L
) M@st"‘ObédiCnt H iil\)blé : S‘érvar‘ltS, =
(Signed) -~ J. BRUCE, p..Collector, ~ =
- B - ' ‘G. A, GORE, Comptroller.” ... -«
To His Excellency The Earl of Dalhousie, G.C. B. S

| ',,,C';glstzc' of StLLuzs Quebec 6th April 1826,

« Tam directed by His Excellency the Governorin Chief to transmit to you,:as an answer to-your late ap-
) ; : ‘the enclosed .

-plication to him, respecting. the payment of the Salaries of the’ Officers of the' Customs at:this Port, .
il ‘on that subject approved by His Excellency. " "« 00 ot

. “ ved . - .

IR | llaVeii;;kie:l‘i’.onbui;hfy()f.be,] &

S G_eﬁtléiiién;L':r"

" Your Most Obedient Serv

. COCHRAN, Sey.




| ‘- the whole object;of the
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Extract of Report of Councﬂ 4th Apnl 1826 ' eglffli‘j
s The Committee havmo‘ taken in consuleratmn the Commumcatlon submrtted to Your Excellency, by the .
Collector and Comptro]ler of the Customs, accompanied by the Copy of a Letter from the. Commissioners of
&« HIS Majesty’s Customs, dated Londun, 12th December 1825, on the subject of the Salaries of the several Offi-
s« cers thereof at this Port, and the mode therein proposed of paying the same, find: that no Duties have been -
« collected since the 5th day of January last, under the Acts of 6th Geo. 4, cap.. 73-and ‘114,  and not being
< aware of the existence of any Fund which Your Excellency is at present authorized to apply, according to the
« request of the Collector and C omptrol]er at this Port the Committee cannot: recommend to Your Lxcellency
“ to adwance any Money for that purpose.”

[

4

”

.Treasury Chambers, th Ma_z/, 1826
(Jentlemen, "

_ With reference to your Memoma] of the 19th u]trmo, on the sub_]ect of the I‘stabhshment of the Customs in
North America and the West Indies; and relative-to the Payment of those Establishments out of the Duties-of
Customs which they are appointed to collect, I am commanded by the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s
"Creasury to transmit to you a Copy of their Lordships’ Minute of the 25th ultimo, for modifying the Law under
which the former Directions on this subject were issued. -which modification My Lords, after Commumcatlon ,

~with Lord Bathurst, have. consented under the particular circumstances of the cases to adopt : I am therefore
to desire that you will immediately issue such Directions, to your Officers in the several Colomes hav1mr Legls-'
lative Assembhes, as may be necessary for giving eﬁect to the same. ~ : R

1 am, )
(zentlemen,

loux Obedxent Servant, ,‘ - o

e ; ‘ R J C HLRRIES , -
Commissioners Customs. A : | IR 4

‘,~

Custom House, London, 15!]: .May 18"6

The aforecromtr Copy of a Letter from Mr. Herrzes (ono of the Secretarles of the Lords Comm1551oners of His -
Majesty’s: 'lrcasury) together with Copies of their . Lordships' Minute, and of the opinion of, the Attorney
. and Solicitor General therein alluded to, are transmitted to. the’ Collector and:Comptroller, Quebec who are -

- to take care that the- directions of their Lordships be-duly obeyed -and the Duties appropriated in the tianner
pomted out in the saill Minute, .according to the .average amount. of all''Customs’ Duties collected: during© -
the three years ended the the 5th J anuary last ‘a Statement of wluch is to be- forwarded to, the Board as soon -
as practicable. - o R .

By Order of the Commlsswners, -
N C SMITII

( Recetz,ed gtk ufrust )
. Copy o Treasur J .Mmute, dated 25th

My Lords resume. the conslderatlon of the subJect of the Estabhshments of the Customs in Nortlz Lo
f]merzca and the, West “Indies, and read the - Letter from. the, Secretary ‘of Stote, of the 19th: March, together -
with the Communications from"the Commissioners. of the Customs; relating to the' P'lvnmnt of the’ E\pences S
of those Estabhshmeuts out of the produce of the Dutles of Customs whleh .theyare ‘appointed to’collect:

My Lords also ha\ eT before them thel oplmon of. the Law, Officers. of the Crown, as to the- lecrahty of mak- -
. ing" those e\pences the first charge -upon: the gross. produce of “the Duties’ recelved -and of paymg over the .
remamder as’ the Net produce to the Receivers General orTreasurers‘of the several Colomes. -

My Lords are. fully 'conﬁrmed' by those oplmons in' thelr r'onstructlon of the Law upon’ whlchr the VDT
Minute of this Board, of the” 9th’ December last, and ‘the Letter thereupon to“the Secretary ‘'of State," Were_’.‘.jf DR
‘founded, and when they ‘advert’ to ‘all; the circumstances connected with the' measure introduced” by.the Go-.@ "
vernment,. and sanctioned by Parhament in the last Sessmn “for recrulatmﬂ the. Trade, and the” Collectron of the "~
TRevenue in'the Colonies, they cannot’ adm}t thatany. other eqmtable prmclple could have been adopted,- ‘than
that upon’: w]nch thelr Commumcatlons“to L01d Bathurst and to' the ' Commissicners of ‘the ‘Customs were "
f'ounded viz = : | a »

That the charges of ithe* ﬁ"
- the Feeswhxch they formerly rccexved
. ,collect.‘

- rse-.app TS to my ‘Lords
- this. change:of s “system relieved of th
‘tion of I‘ees upon : almos

_ t-just and : proper, - ’ onies:;
hurden and:vexation to which they,were heretofore s11b3ected “by:theexac-
. X o

n 1 be eause
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,-..lp,-\ o~ Onthe other hand, My Lords cannot but admit, that from the papers now before them, it appears that
there would be considerable diflicultyin several instances in carrying at.once into execution the principle of charg-

( ) ing the whole of the Sslavies of the Revenue Ofticersupon the Duties collected by them. |

In some cases those Revenmics, according to their produce, in the last year, would not be cqual to the
charge which the proposed Salaries would create, while in most of the Colonics, the sum by which the Revenue
would exceed those charges, would fall short of that which has been appropriated to certain fixed expenses of

.. '

those Colonies, made payable out of them, by the direction or with the consent of'the Crown. ‘
The difficulties presented by these circumstances appear, however, to this Board, to be rather of a tempo-
rary than of a permanent nature. ' ' o
First, Because it is highly probable that a considerable increase of’ Revenue will be the result of the facilities
aiven to Trade, by the Act of last Session ; and, o
Secondly, Because the Rates of Salaries now payable, being only fixed provisionally, (and until My Lords |
can have a more full Report upon the subject, trom the Commissioners of Customs) they anticipate the prac-
ticability of making some considerable reduction in the amount of them. Under these circumstances, My
Lords are of opinion, that a temporary arrangement may be adopted to meet the difficulties complained of, until
the full effvcts of the recent measures shall have been ascertained by experience, and the Revenue Establish-
ments of the several Islands shall have been finally regulated. : . A
"They purpose,. herefore, that the produce of all the Customs Dutics in each Colony, existing previously
to the 5th January 1826, be ascertained upon the average of the three ycars ending at that period. That
the Duties collected, and to be collected, -subsequently to that date, shall to the extent of that average amount
g0 ascertained, be appropriated as follows : I . ‘ , : ‘
“1st. Onc fourth to be retained for payment of Salaries of the Officers. .

ond. ‘Three fourths tobe paid over to the Treasurer or Recciver General of the Colony ; and that all excess
of produce beyond the average amount so appropriated, shall be liable to the charge of the Salaries in the first
instance, and the surplus, ifany, after payment thereof, be made over to the Colomal Officers. ‘

In the charge of the Establishment to be thus. defrayed, My Lords do not include the Allowances proposed
to be made to the Naval Officers, on the abolition »f their offices : although the Fees taken by those Officers were
a charge upon the Colonies, yet as their duties were not immedi‘atcly comccted with the collection of the
Revenue, My Lords conceive, that under all the circunstances of the case, it may be proper to give to the.
Colonies, the full benefit of the abolition of the Offices, and to defray the charge of these Retired Allowances
out of the gross prodace of the Customs at Home. S . o

My Lords desire that this arrangement may be submitted .to Lord Bathurst for His Lordship’s consideration,
and for his opinion, beforc My Lords give directions to the Commissioners of Customs upon thesubject, ‘

My Lords also desire, that it may be stated to Lord Bathwrst, that it is their Lordships® wish, that this arrange-
ment should be considered as applying to those Colonies. only, having Colonial - Legislature, as My Lords
cannot but hope that arrangements may be made \Vlth‘all t]lc other Colonies, by which the whole, or a much
Jarger proportion of the expenses of the Custom House Establishment may be borne by the Colonies, than ispro-
posed by this arrangement to be borne by the Colonies having Colonial Legislatures. S

Copy of the opinion of the Atlorney and Solicitor General, dated 14th April 1826, referred toin the
‘ ‘ ‘ - aforegoing Minute." : a ‘ N

“The Attorney and Solicitor General are requested to give their opinion on the following points :

1st. Whether the Salary of Officers and other charges attendant upon the collection of these Revenues can .-
be retained from the gross proceeds previously to the same being paid over to the Colonial Treasury,

andly. Whether the orders given by their Lordship&'for this purpose, arelegal and prdpéf s and, . ,

3dly. Whether Naval Officers can be considered as Officers of the Revenue, and as such, the Salarics or their.
“compensation allowances on their Office being abolished, can be' charged upon the gross proceeds “of those
Duties. - ‘ ‘ ’ : o e - . [

We think the word, Produce,. may, according. to the ci1‘C1:msta11ccs, be construed, cither as Gross or Net Pro-
duce, and we think in this case, it may be taken tomean Net Produce ; that is the Produce, after deducting -
the expense of Collection. If this is incirred in the shape of’ Salaries to the Officers, we think those Sala.
ries may be deducted from the Gross amount, and that the Balance only is required -to be paid over to.the - .
Treasurer : we think this would extend to the Navq] ‘Oﬂ:iq(’n“,. whether he be or be not in strictnessa Custom =~ .
House Oflicer, if he be necessary to the Collection or security of the Revenue of Customs.. But if it bein-. -
tended as a part of the new system, to. discontinue the Naval Officers' who have been hitherto paid by Fees, |
we very much doubt wher compensation to such -Officers,can be deducted from the future produce ‘of the .~
Customs, and weincline to think it cannot. S : S T 1

' - (Signed)  J. S. COPLEY,

- ' CHARLES WETHERELL. = -~
Serjeants Inn, April 14th 1826. S O S I S

o Cistom House, Quebec, 15th August. 1826.
(No.- 26.) ‘ s T e e B
o Homorable Sirs, el S i
Acopyormis v In"obedience ‘to the Orders: of ‘your Honorable Board,' as signified to usin your Secretary’s Letter,
 Leter withike dated 15th: May “last,.. we transmita Statement of the .average:amount : of “all: the: Customs:Duties collected a
mentsaliudedto {his- Port for the last ' three years, ending upon - the 5th : January'1826.- We:have prepared:this Document, 'in
before the Ear1 the : same: form,. and’ as. the paper accompanying. it (marked:A.);a’ Copy: of which::was transmitted to'yon
the

i owte & Honors,. in  our : Letter,” No. 27, ‘dated-9th" November -1824;"in . which ‘we represented'to. your  :Honors;.
(the Secretary’s position with respect to'the Provincial Government, in which we had so long béen: placed; a*subject ‘which

will be found in
Office.




©Surveyor General,:wl
. relieve us:from much’
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and 20.

These Documents wiil exhibit toyour Honors; a Synoptical view of the whole amount of the ‘Ci’xétom‘é Re-

venue, as well forthe three years, called forby your Honors® Orders, as for the seven years preceding, ending *
upon the 1st January 1823, together with the amount of the contingent charges upon the collection, iiiﬁepelldenot :

of, and not inc]udiﬁg‘ the new Salaries to the several Officers, which your Honors have been pleased to substitute,
/in lieu of the Fees upon Shipping which they formerly received. —~ * .~~~ © 4

T he ;Q{;arter}y Accounts of the Collection have been re:ideré‘d hitherto sepi;rzitely;‘ as f'ollb‘ws,' \viz:\: o

1st.. The Acts 6th Geo. IL. cap. 18, 4th Geo. II1. cap. 15, Gth Geo. ITL. cap 52., the Accoimnts éf which
arc rendéred by us toyour Honorable Board.. = - . o : ST L

od. The Act 14th Geo. III. _cap. 88, the account of which is’_tlfe_nderéd by u,s"through your Honors, to the.
Lords Commissioners of liis Majesty’s Treasury, as also to the Provincial "Government.its proceeds are"aPPrdf ‘

‘priated for the support of His Majesty’s Civil Government in this Province, ‘and the administration of Justice. -
3dly. The3d Geo. IV. cap. 44 and 45, the account of which is rendered to your Honors, this' Act being now
‘ pepea'icd, the Act 6th Geo. IV. cap. 114, 1s substituted forit.- . T R
Ath. The new Duties under the Act 3d Geo. IV. cap. Ils);_this a_ccounfis ::endcred in the ‘snmcy manner as,‘ﬂlzit
of the 14th Geo. ITL. cap. 88, the procceds are u‘nnppmprlated,‘ and remain at the disposal of the Provincial
Legislature. E . , : T | o , ‘ ‘
5th. The Provincial Acts 83d, 35th and 41st Geo. 111 rendered permavent !)y the Imperial Act, 8d. Geo.
IV. cap. 119, the accounts of which have hitherto been rendered to the Provincial Government only. The
proceeds of the 83d., arc appropriated for the expenses of the Legislature, but it has always fallen far short of

have again presumed to bring under yOu‘r‘rei’iew, iu'our;Léttei'_sV of this y_eai'; ‘dated 17th and 30th,J une, Nos.7.

-
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.

Averageamount
for last three
years, £2341.

Average ' a-
mount as above
£32964.

‘Average  a-
mount as above
£935..

. Average a. -
moant as above
£4008.

Averﬁgc ‘8.
mount for three
years, :£20678.

“their amount. The sum of £5000 Currency, is appropriated, out of the proceeds of the 35th, for the support of

 His Majesty’s Civil Government, the remainder, which is considerable, remains unappropriated, and is at the
disposal of the Legislature. The proceeds of the 41st do not amount to much, and are similarly appropriated as

the sum specified under the 35th. N . o el 7
6th, The Provincial Act 55th Geo. IIL. revived and rendered. permanent by 3d Geo. IV. cap. 119,—th
counts of whichare rendered to the Provincial Government, the Dut;es under this Actave considerable, and remain |

unappropriated at the disposal of the Legislature. L O S P R R
7th. The Provincial' Act 584 Geo. 111 amended by 55th Geo. ITL usually called the ad valorem Duty, has likewise

been revived and rendered permanent by the Imperial Act as above. stated ; the Account is'rendered to'the Provin- -

cial Government,—the proceeds of: this Act have generally been equal to those of the Act last mentioned, and are

e.ac-

. Average  a-
mount as above
£25139,

: Avérnge . .
mount as above ~
£21191.

likewise unappropriated and at'the disposal of the Legislature. In former communications to your Honors we had
occasion to representthe hardship and injustice-of'a Clause contained in this Act, which in imposing upon your Col- - -

Jector the duty of making. the Collection, prohibited him from receiving-any remuneration for his: trouble and
~ responsability in so doing ;- Your Honor’s Order, dated the 9th April 1825, (No. 9.) but which ‘is still. challenged
by ‘the Council here, —sec our Letter (No. 17) dated 17th, and (No. 20) dated 50th June, has at last relieved us

from that burthen, altho’ for the long period which had elapsed previous to the passing of the Imperial Act 3d

~ Geo. IV. Cap. 119, called the Canada Trade Act, your Collector’s claim for collecting these Duties still remains
unliquidated. -~~~ ool IR e T

Your Honors will pérceive under. this review of < 41l the Customs Duties collected at this Port,” ~:accounted .

This order has
been annulled,

-~ and the amount

of per centage
since 1826 has
been paid over
to the Provincial -

_Receiver Gene-

ral.

for under the several series of ‘Accounts as above sta‘géd,ﬁamqunting altogether to seven, that questions may arise -

on the following points: - . - 3

1st. -The. Contingent” or"Iht:idénﬁal"E.V\‘pen‘ses‘ incurre'df in making 'théLCoﬂe’ctibnaof. th‘e‘;/Pi‘go‘v"‘iﬂr\l‘c.i‘zﬂ'j)ut:i‘es '

revived -and rendered permanent by the-Imperial Act 3d Geo. IV. Cap. 119, have hitherto been repaid to the

Collector and Comptroller, by Warrant issued by the Governor, upon the Receiver General, and this course was
~rendered necessary, by a Clause contained in the. Provincial:Act 35thy Geo. 11L, directing the Collector to pay

in Quarterly to the Receiver. General, the full 'amount of-all Duties collected by him without deduction, (ex- .
cept for Drawbacks,) and further directing the-amount of Incidents to be made up Quarterly and delivered to. -~

the Governor, who, on approving the same, is authorized to issue his Warrant for the payment -thereof., ‘It will =~
therefore remain .for your. Honors to decide whether your Collector shall continue to follow.this course, or if he «

“shall make -the deductio

| ‘ eduction under that head from the fourth part_of all the Dauties whi _
 direct to be setapart tor the expenses of collection, including the Salaries substituted in lieu of Fees: |

‘2dly, A similar questiot
‘Duties,- as also upon that g

101, Cap, 85,

ranted by the Lords of the Treasury in the year 1777, upon the C

. 8dly. With respect to. the.mode ‘in which the fourth. of: the ‘proceeds,
of His. Majesty’s: Treasury,. should'be:deducted, whether in o ‘ ‘
- levied under the Acts contained in each series, or:from the; amount-only. of those' Duties: which remain unappro
* priated and at the disposal’of the Provincial Legislature.* ‘Should it appear expedient to adopt the latter course,
the:Duties which are:appropriated for-the:support of His Majesty’s Civil Government ain’ nindimir '
fox“,_»l‘t‘lizi_t’.“p‘u]'rpvoﬁs'g'_—"; if ‘on“ilie contrary it'should be” your pleasure; -

set apart. by

 mount ofthe Daties underall hevActs contained in each
© nution: vill be impossible for-us to |

Is;
. the. October-Quarter;

" would “be fost in'azain taken 1ip the subjects
"« §. Surveyor General did not interfere sp

cstion may.arise with regard to the per centage granted by your Honors for collecting these
ollection, ‘14th Geo.".

ceeds, set apart by the Lords Commissioners
‘due proportions  from: the amount. of:'the : Duties:

Duties which you have been pleased to

“. Theordersfor . =
grantingthese - - =
per centages ..

- have beenan=.

nulled bya .

© Treasry Mi-
. nute receivedin. . .-
~ July last year, = -

and the amount ..
since 1826, has -
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presume to call your Honors attention to the state of the Currency in these Provinces, and the various modes of
receiving and accounting for the Duties, which very much increases the embarrassment of paying, receiving and
accounting for the same. ‘ - e

Swniing Sivor,  1st. The Dutieslevied under Acts of the Imperial Parliament are paid and accounted for at the rate of 5s. Gd.
Tt e per Oz. in Silver, being a loss upon Sterling of nearly 53 per Ceut. S _
reightat 4~ 44 0d. Fines and Forfeitures are paid and accounted for in Sterling Money. ‘ o ,
receivedundgers 3. The Provincial Revenues revived and rendered permanent by the Act 3d Geo. IV. Cap. 119, are paid
T Tom Beny. and accounted forin Haljfax Currency, being an advance upon Sterling of 11 1-9 per Cent., besides which the
Coliector reccives the large amount of Duties collected by him (nearly £120,000 per anuum)in the various
denoninations of Coins circulating upon this Continent and the Hest Indies, adding considerably to the risk and
responsability of executing the duties of this Office.  An assimilation of the Colomial Currency to that of the
United Kingdom of Great-Britain and Irelund, together with the establishment of a Branch of the Bank’of
Enaland at Quebee, managing the financial concerns of the Colony. as the Bank does those of the Mother Country,
would, in addition to the new and enlarged facilities afforded to Commerce, most materially call forth the
resonrces, and establish the prosperity of the Canadas. o
- The Collector, in concluding, feels its necessary to pray your Honors will be pleased to excuse him fo
having perhaps infringed upon the spirit of your General Order (No. 17.) S -
With great respect, we have the honor to be,
Honorable Sirs, '
Your most obedient humble Servants,

(Signed) M. H. PERCEVAL, Collr.
: - G A GORE, Comptr,
Honorable Commissioners, His Mejesty's Customs,} ,

London.
Custom House, Guebec, 12th December 1826.-
May it please Your Excellency, | P ‘ o

With reterence to our Letter of the 5th September last, and its enclosures relative to the Orders received by
us to apprepriate one fourth of all Customs’ Duties, to be ascertained upon an avers 2 of the three years end-
ing the 5th January 1826, for the payment of the Salaries allotted by the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’'s
Treasury to the several Officers of His Majesty’s Customs, in lieu of the Fees they forsaerly received, which:
we then submitted to Your Excellency, and in the absence of any further Instructions. from the Honorable
Board of Customs upon this subject ; we have now the honor to report, that we have coasidered it to be most
advantageous for the King's Service, to retain for that object the amount of the Salaries only from the Collec-
tion for the Quarter ended 16th October last, under the 6th Geo. IV. Cap.'114, these Duties, having in the
first instance been applied by the Lords of the Treasury toward the payment of Salaries, and also the amount .
received under the 8th Scction of the 3d Geo. 1V. Cap. 119, asnot being already appropriated to any specific
Branch of the Public Service. ' | ' ‘ " DRI o

The Dutics under these Acts, np to the 6th January next, will not be sufficient to pay the Salaries, and
the amount for the April Quarter being necessarily nil, we beg leave humbly to mention, that it appears to us
as being the most expedient course; to retain such further Sum as may be necessary for the above purpose, from
the unapproprialed Revenucs, arising under the Provincial Acts revived by 3d Geo. IV. Cap. 119; this arrange- -
menit-to be considered as being merely provisional and subject to the decision of the Honorable Commissioners
of His Majesty’s Customs, to whom all the circumstances connected with this matter have been submitted as.
already reported to your Excellency, but whose directions could not be obtained in sufficient time to enable us-
to meet the urgency of the case. T R ‘ ‘

: ‘ ~With great respect, we have the honor to be,
‘ Your Excellency’s = ~ -
- Most obedient humble Servants,

(Signed) M. H. PERCEVAL. Collr.
o G. A. GORE, Comptr,: .

His  Excellency, ‘The Earl of Dalhousie.

‘ o ustom House, Quebec, 14th December, 1826,
lionorablie Sirs, : “ S LTSN
With reference to our Letter of the 15th Aug.last (No. 26), in reply to your Honors Order, dated =~
15th May, 1826, we have the honor to state, that we laid Copies of these Communications with their enclo- .
suras; before His Excellency the Governor in Chief ; and that we submitted the annexed query thereon for the -
- consideration of the Surveyor General upon his arrival'; a copy. of his reply, ‘wealso transmit, © T v
That Officer having given it as his opinion that it was not necessary to set apart an entire fourth of the Du. - - '
tics, but onlyso much as might suffice for the payment of:the Salaries, and to reimburse’:the amount of Bills .
drawn upon the Receiver General of His. Majesty’s Customs, we have governed ourselves accordingly ;. butas -
- the Surveyor General was not equally specific with respect to the Acts «(with.’the'ej‘(c‘ept‘ior‘i"udfilthé?olﬁdiCrov\ini
- Duties) from whence the amount was to be retained; and as no communication has been made to" us.upon’the . -
subject by Ilis Excellency the Governor.in Chief, we were thus compelled to exercise our .own discretion in
the absence of precise directions from any. quarter; and in so doing we conceived it best for the King’s service,
- to_apply, in the first instance the Duties arising under the Act 6th” Geo. 1V. czip."il‘lll';"éb",féti}a‘é’j'i:h"e'y'fxﬁi‘t:rﬁlft”g'o
for that purpose, making up the deficiency from the Duties originally imposed ‘under, the :Act'3d Geo: ‘iEI\?;*‘é’ilp'
119, and if thé funds under hoth these Acts ‘should be found insufficient to méet :the. ,déﬁiﬁn’dj}ffbr‘,i:‘:"théifﬁaiiﬁﬁry.
and-April Quarters, to retain-in that case so much as might be necessary from the amount of the revived Daties
arising under the latter ‘Act. == S R P B LI PR PR S ST S

This course has, under all the ci‘rc,-‘mii‘stgdncéS,‘, : pyieatédf;t& us.as being the most- expedient, the Duties under
cap. 114 being imposed partly with the intention of defraying the Salaries which have been substituted in lie
of Fees, and those originally imposed or revivéd under cap. 119 remaieing unappropriated for any publicservic
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The Act 14ih Ged.‘ IIL. cap. 88, more particularly adverted to by the Surveyor Gehera], “be"ing ‘spec‘iﬁéally é_‘ie:_d_lf ‘

appropriated for the support of the Civil Gpvér'nr_ﬁept and the Admir}istratio_n of Justice in the Province, and:
as much difficulty and embarrassment is existing in the Financial aftairs of this Government, chiefly occasioned
by the insufficiency of the Revenue appropriated for its support, we deemed it most advisable to leave the pro-
ceeds of that Act undiminished : the same view has guided us with respect to the Provincial Acts rendered
permanent by cap. 119, namely, the 33rd Geo. IL1. cap. 8, 35th Geo. I11. cap. 9, and 41st Geo. IIL. cap.114, "
which are also wholly or in part appropriated for specific purposes.” We have not made any change in the
mode of accounting or of defraying the contingent charges, or the per centage as detailed to your Honors in
“our Letter to which we have already prayed your reference, We humbly trast, therefors, that in the’ position
in which we have been placed, this temporary arrangement which we gave adbpt_cdfun‘til your pleasure shall be

signified to us, will not meet with your. VIonanr‘s'rdisappr‘obatioq.’: o
R With'great‘respéct,‘we have the honor tobe, = . . . .
o -~~~ Honorable 8irs, &, - =~ - . ETR
(Sior M. H. PERCEVAL, Coll. . =~ ++
. o (Signed) } _G. A. GORE, Compt. .~ - - -
* The Honorable Commissioners His Majesty's . : T
- ~ Customs, Londen. . :

+
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“Por¢ of Quebec, , | o ; e

STATEMENT 'of the gross Amount of Duties collected under the Acts of Parliament 14th Geo. T11. cap. 88,

" 8rd Gee. IV. cap. 114, and 6th Geo. IV. cap. 119, during the Quarters ending 5th. January, sth July and

- 10th October 1827, and '5th’ January 1828 ;5 the actual Amount received, the deductions. made;: whether - -
for' Commission,  Incidents, or Return of Duties," distinguishing the Amount under each Act, and shewing
the Sum paid under ‘eyac',h‘to-t,he‘Rgc,e‘iv,er_(},e.qer‘al.:E,],_‘. T SR S i

.<

; . . : -Actual. f - B -‘"Duti(-,sreturu.A‘ iiedtéthe o TA o t paid 5
Under what Act and in w_lmt Grursi) ax?c‘mnt Amount_re- | Commission. | Incidents.  led and Draw. pal_:'}:neut of of. O"ti‘}t“"‘i]‘!‘g th:"i'{::; e!i';":.-r
Qum*tcrr._ o ot uties. | - eoived.. . { . I backs. icers’ Salaries| - Boudse | e o
: . i c £ s. d.‘” £ s, d.-£ s, . d. L8 d £{s‘d_ . & s d. J’:‘S-,d.-—,‘-._f—ﬁ
14 Geo, [1L. [ 5th January 1827,] 5968 18 0 | 5968 18 '0| 298 § 11 0 0 0 115 3 4 00 0] 000555 5 9
Cap sg, . SthJuly *.°, 116762'10° 9 /16762 10 9| 838 2.6/ 0 0 O/ 0.0 0| 00 0] 0 0 0l 8 3
3 b 88, % 10th October | 9633 0 69633 0 6| 48113 0 |. 62 IL8] 00 0] 000[ 0009881515
0 Sterlings | sth Junuary 1628, 4649 & 3 /4640 3 3| 232 0 2| UTIS 0| 51514 0] 0 0 0] o 0 0|33 1 2
e o [ 5thJanuary 1827, 1073 4 6 | 1073 46/ 2616 7/ 0 00| 0.0 o106 7T11] 0 ¢ o] 00 o
83 Beo. IV. | 5th July T s 50| s 50| ss 7| 000l o 0.0) 32219 5( 000/ 00 ¢
Cap. L9 < 30h October | 32318 0 3318 of s 11| 00 0| o 003516 1| 000 o090 -
M Sering. | sthJanuary 1628, 411902 4119 012 YL 0 0 0 0 0 0 o b 74| 0o ol 00 o
oo T s 9 43 90 4 ' 10~ 0 ol R C R FURR S
‘ - 5th January 1827, 150 10- 6 |- 150 10 6 315 3 : 100 9 0 0 0 .00 0 146 15 ' 5"
Provl. 33rd sthiay .~ .| 85 3 6| 33116 6| 2018 9 188 0 0| 00 0| 00 0|4 vg| itz
Geo. IIL 3100 October | 93013 10| 204 12 10| 23 9 2| 77 1270 0 0 o 0.0 07645 1 0| 525 3 5
 inCurreucy | “5ih Jauuary 1678, 290 & 10 | 280 810 770 24150 0.0/ 0 00| 000| 000|933 8
o Sthannary 1997, 6255 17 9 625517 o | 156 7 11| 690 14 1] 013 G| 00 0| 0.0 0669310 .
‘I’go\'l;hi"i5[§?} ( 5th July, x, . 0560100 | 1042 8 8| &14 0 31 454 071 150 4.4 0.0 015518 1° 4| 24 3*2" :
.’ﬁé-o.; 4 10th October ) | 8914. 4 ‘6 | 718 1 7| 22217 1] 800.0° 071 22076 2|70 0.0 [ 8196° 2 11 fhores 1o - >
(REAITERY | th January 1626, 8538 18:.1 [ 8558 18 1| 8819 (5| 493 121 2368700000 06s0t 1210 "
PH “5th January 1827 - 014 3| 014.3| 0.0 4] 0.0 o S0 00| 0ao| oo ol i
ety sty L, 105 7 9 619 3 212 6|2 0.0f 0.0 o o 0.0] 98 8.
 Geo. TL. 4500 Otaber o | 243181 |7 26610 6. 1110 0 o0 2000 0 0o i 8
in Currency { - 5¢h Sanuary 1828) 4+ 4 10| 4 410 02 1) 000 00| 000|500
Proil. sard (, 5th January 1827] 249815 83 2016° 3 63 6014 44 1919 0 0 0 0| 43018 8] 41212 | 152410
‘ P(f"”l'ff*[’@ * 5th July ,’:r,," 10546 17. 03 5226 "8 113 26313 4] 0 0 0| 0 00| 0.0 0]s30 8"‘%;486?12'
L 00 2 90 10th October ,, | 4879 : 5 42 3256 13 113 121197 00 0 0.0.01. 00 0f162211 24| 3134 13" 25
in Currency (” 5th January 1826{ 2775 18° 143 220512 87 75 711) © 0.0( 0 0 0| 240 0.0 570 5 38199 13 4.
Provl 3sth’ ( SthJanuary 1828 3650 7 8| 388°6 0| 91.9°8|. 1318 8| 0 0 0| 43018 8 |den 1 & e e o
Pé"ﬂffﬂth« f5thJuly??‘ » 126122 5145817 2| 21 5 3| 0 0 0 0°0 0~ 0 0 0803015 3| 4300
- in Corrency ) 10th October 5, 115693 (9 "9 | 852711 6| 142 6 9] .0 0-0| ¢ o ¢ 0.0 480 15 3| 500
T TENY, U th January 1628( 599918 '3°( 3789 0 67| 139 2 7| .0 0 01 00 0] 20 0 0221017 9|15y &
e e th January 1627] - 806..8. 2} (8067 8 23 "070.0] 000l 0 0,0 “sial 000 e
7 6thOeo: IV 5o July | nao0” 8 8| 1430 8783 0 01 0| 00 0| 0 gl o s R |
o G H*:“.l 10th' Ociober " | 2456 .11~ 8':2456°11./8"| "7 0%.0+:0°| . 0. 07 0 |20 - 0" ¢’ e B ol
,hé_.f?.ﬁ:‘!lsea “5th January 1828} 1378 13 10 | 1378 1310 | -0.0:'0 | .0 0" 0. 0.0 : ol

use, . Quebec, .

- 28d DecemberlSQS S S

M. 'H. PERCEVAL, Collr.

Lo ‘ d correspondence’ (marked ;F.) with the :Honorable Commissioners of His. M. ‘Cus oms, and with the Pr
vincial Government relative to the Comaission inserted in the 3d column of the ‘above: Statcmeunt; the whole of which has since bee
" 'repaid to the: Receiver  General, together withall ;per, centage’charged since: 5th ‘January 1826, :It may e’ projier . to; mention '
-thatallthe per centare from 1822 uutil 5th Jauuary 1828, accruing ‘upou aml charged <on  the™ Provincial Duties. which
wirrds revived ‘and rendered permanent by-the' 347 Geo. 1V.; Cap.’ 119, having been challenged and suspended: by the Hono

Zithe’ ' 5.of . His' Excelléncy, the Earl "of -Dualhousie directed

-awaiting a'decision thercon. : (Sce Correspondence marked G.)

** Bxecutive’ Counicil, the wholé “amount of the samé wiis under t €' orders. of -
‘Jodged in the King’s Chest, where it now remains,
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(Copy)—No. 387. »
' Custom House, Quebec, 10th November 1825,
Honourable Sirs, : ‘ :

. With reference to the 26th Article of the Instructions to the Collector and Comptroller at -the
Port of Quebec, dated « Custom House, London, 26th August, 1825, in which it is stated, that  the several
« Officers, &c. be paid by fixed Salaries proportionate to the nature of their duties, in lieu of all emoluments
« derived from Fees, or other modes of remuneration whatever,” ‘we beg leave to submit for your Honors® -
consideration, whether these words are to be considered as being applicable to the remuneration, which, under
the order of the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury, dated 21st March 1777, and their Lordships
recent order, dated 29th March 1825, relative to the Provincial Duties collected under 3rd: Geo. IV. cap. 119,
the Collector receives two-thirds of a per centage at the diminished rate of 21 per cent, for his risk and respon-
sability in collecting those Revenues, and the Comptroller one-third of the same for his trouble in comptrolling -
the Accounts. Shouldthis be their Lordships’ intention, it may be proper to subjoin for your Honors’ informatioﬁ

~ an account of the amount of what that per centage amounted to for the last four years, in addition to the amount

collected as Fees under the Halifax Docket, and already submitted to your Honourable Board conformable to
your order of the 5th March 1825, (No. 5.)' angl we respectf'ully submit our request, that your Honors will be
pleased to transmit the same to their Lordships, in case it should be their pleasure, in granting fixed salarics, to
consolidate the amount of the per centage enjoyed by the Collector and Comptroller at this Port,. with the Sala-
ries proposed to be substituted in lieu of the fees which they received under this Docket. * ‘ '

It is with much regret that we find ourselves so often compelled to obtrude upon your Honorable Board, a
subject which may be considered in some degree as being only personal to ourselves; but, we trust we shall stand
excused to your Honors, in urging the just anxiety we must feel to have every thing connected with the .emolu-
ments of our office freed from every possible ambiguity ; and as by the abolition of Fees, your Officers are in
some degree protected from future difficulty, so, in having the nature and extent of our remuneratiou for col-.
lecting the Provincial Revenue, whether under Acts of the British Parliament, or of the I*rovincial Legislature, .
as revived and rendered permanent by 3rd Geo. IV. cap. 119, distinctly known and established ; we may there-
by avoid being again placed in collision with the Colonial Authorities, in being for years subjected  to the ex-
pense and responsability of collecting those Revenues without remuneration. 3
