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JOHN ROGERS.

-

Dr. Goodwin tells how he, being
in his youth a student at Cam-
bridge, and bhaving heard much
of Mr. Rogers, of Dedham, pur-
posely took a journey to hear him
preach on his lecture day ; a lec-
ture so thronged and frequented,
that to those who did not go early,
there was no possibility of getting
in that very large and spacious
building. Mr. Rogers was at that
time discussing the subject of the
Scriptures ; and in that sermon
he expostulated with the people
about their neglec. of the Bible.
He personated God to the congre-
gation, thus addressing them :

“#] have trusted you so long
with My Bible, you have slighted
it; it lies in your houses covered
with dust and cobwebs ; you care
not to look at it. Do you use My
Bible so? Well, you shall have
My Bible no longer.”

He then took the Bible from the
cushion, and seemed as if he were
going away with it, and carrying
it from them, but immediately

' turned again and personated the
people to God, fell down on his
knees, cried, and pleaded most
earnestly, “ O Lord, whatever
Thou doest to us, take not Thy
Bible from us ; kill our children,
burn our houses, and destroy our
goods, only spare us Thy Bible ;
only take not away Thy Bible.”

Then he addressed the people
as an answer from God. “Say
youso? Well, I will try you a
little longer ; here is my Bible for
you, I will yet see how you will
use it ; whether you will value it
more, whether you wiil observe
it more, and live according to it.”

By these actions he put the con-
gregation into so strange aposture
that the place was a Bochim, the
people generally being deluged
with their tears. Dr. Goodwin
himself, when he retired to take
his horse again, was fain to hang
for a quarter of an hour upon the
neck of his horse, weeping, before
he had power to mount, so great
was the impression upon him on
having been thus expostulated
with for the neglect of his Bible.

John Rogers was the grandson
of the first martyr under Queen
Mary, who washed his hards in
the flame as though in cold water.
In his monument in Dedham
Church he is represented in the
act of preaching, with his Bible
in hand, resting on the cushion
—the attitude in which he gen-
erally stood.

FROM DEATH TO LIFE.

The following true account is given
for the encouragement of those who
have long been praying for and seeking
after members of their families who are
not manifestly the Lord's. *‘‘The hus-
bandman waiteth for the precious fruits
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of the earth, and hath long patience for | Gently she told him what she had been

it.” James v. 7.+

Did Peter know what was passing in
the mind of Cornelius while he was
praying on the roof so far way ? No,
but the Lord did, and sent him in due
time with a message of forgiveness of
gins to him. And when Paul and Silas

sang praises at midnight, did they guess ‘

that before morning God would bring
o many around them to Himself ?

Christians must often go on singing
and praying and preaching in ignor-
ance of what is in the minds and hearts
of people very mnear them, and some-
times they have to wait for heaven to
see the answer to their prayers.

A Christian mother sat in her room
towards evening. She had a large
grown-up family and many carcs, chief
among them being the health of a son
which was increasingly bad. She had
that day been much moved at hearing
of great blessing through the preaching
of a young man. Oh! if my dear boy
were only like him, she thought ; nay,
if he could even hear him, how happy I
should he. But she was very faithless.
R. was almost too ill to go out at night.
Still, ‘‘is anything too hard for the
Lord ?” and inwardly she resolved that,
at all events, she would go to the preach-
ing herself, for she felt that her own
faith needed strengthening.

As she sat there that afternoon she
listened and she prayed. She heard R.
come home from the city, wearily climb
the stairs, and go into his own room ;
then she heard him throw himself upon
his bed, and—could her ears be mistak-
en? she heard a groan and her own
pame. In a fow moments she is beside
him, and, with her arms about him, she
hears, ‘O mother, I'm so ill, and so
miserable!” These ware welcome words
to her ; even if his outward man was
perishing, his soul was not, and she
cared for it more than for his body now:

thinking of, and asked him to escort
her to the service, without saying that
it was for his soul that she yearncd.

They went ; they found the place so0
full that they were obliged to stand, and
the mother lost sight of her son in the
crowd, and again her faith failed. She
thought bz had left in disgust, would
she follow him ? no—she would listen
for herself. At the close of the meeting
she found him awaiting her in the porch
with a changed face, and she learned
that a gentleman seeing his weak con-
dition had given him a seat, and that
the preacher’s words had come home to
him. The tears had come to his eyes,
and as he brushed them away, he noticed
a lady sitting beside him with an earnest
face, who he thought was praying for
“him, and before leaving she turned and
grasped his hand lovingly.

He was rescued from Satan and from
death that night, and brought to God
and life. There was joy in the hearts
of mother and son as they walked home;
joy too in the presence of the angels of
God, for Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
had sought and found the lost. The
son which had been dead wasalive. He
could say, *“The living, the living, he

| shall praise Thee, as I do this day. . .
'i The Lord was ready to save me."” Isa.
| 88 ; 19, 20.

As long as he could he attended the
gervices where he had received so much
blessing ; and when he could no longer
walk, his friend came to see him, and
together they had sweet converse of
Jesus and His love. R.'s inward man
was renewed in measure as his outward
man was perishing.—H. L. H. —Echoes
of Mercy.

et OOOOOOL O

Andrew Young, the author of the
hymn, ¢ There is a happy land, far, far
away,"” died a short time ago in Edin-
burgh, upwards of eighty years old.—
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His simple carol has touched the hearts '
of millions in many countries. It has|
been said to draw tears even from tho
eyes of one who has been called a cynic, l
that man of the world, Thackery. He |
once stopped in the street to hear it sung §
by a group of ragged children, n.mlI
never afterward forgot it, or alluded, |
without emotion, to the impression that
it made upou him.
—— N OO DS DN Ve

“I USED MY TWO KNEES."”

A Chinaman had been the slave of
opium smoking for thirty-nine years.
Those familiar with this curse know that
the opium appetite’ becomes a deeply
seated discase, and few who are once
entangled in this snare of Satan ever
escape. Opium smokers who profess
faith in Christ are looked upon with
great distrust, and dealt with with the
utmost caution, for they are almost sure
to relapse into their former ovil ways.
But this man was rescued from opium
smoking ; he was cured and he stayed
cured. One day some one asked him
how it was that he had broken off the
terrible habit, he answered,

“T used my two knees !"”

How many people there arc to-day
who are caught in Satan's snares, who
struggle to escape and sink despondent
and despairing ; who could find deliv-
erance as this Chinaman foundit. They
use their tongues, they use their wills,
they use their minds, they make vows,
and promises, and resolutions, but they
do not use their two knees.

No man was ever overcome by temp-
tation while calling on the mighty God
to help him ; no man need despond,
though billows and waves go over him;
if a man will only pour out his heart to
the Lord, he may go down like Jonah
to the bottom of the mountains, and the
earth with her bars may be about him ;
if he only cry unto the Lord, He will
will hear and save him.

Tempted one, discouraged one, strug-
gling ome, fallen one, uso your two
knees ; you will climb out of horrible
pits, and mire, and clay, on your knees
sooner than in any other way.

———— -
SKEPTICISM.

Skepticism is simply not believing. It
is denial, negation, darkness. There is
only one cure tor darkness, and that is

| coming to the light. If you will persist

in puiting your eyes out, or in barring
God's daylight out, there is no help for
you ; you must die in the dark. Sin
has made your soul sick, and if you
will not even try Christ's medicine, then
the blood poisoning of infidelity will run
its fatal course.

If you will produce a better rule of
life than my Bible—perhaps your moth-
er's Bible also—if you will find a holier
pattern of living than Jesus Christ, and
a surer Saviour than He is, I will agree
to forswear my religion for yours. But
what is your ‘I do not believe,” in
comparison with my positive ‘I kNow
whom I have believed 7" What is your
denial in comparison with my personal
experience of Christ ?

Skepticism never won a victory, nev-
er slew a sin, never healed a heartache,
never produced a ray of sunshine, nev-
ersaved a soul. It isforedoomed defeat.
Do not risk your eternity on that spid-
er's web.—C.

A child left to himself bringeth his
mother to shame. It is a sad thing for
parents to love their children so much
as to make everybody else hate them.
If you want your children to be blessed
and to be a blessing in the world, train
them and restrain them. Teach them
and control them, and guide them'in
the fear of God. Then they will rise up
and call you blessed by and by, and
will thank you for making them what
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they are. *‘ Trainup achild in the way
he should go and when he is old he will
not depart from it.”

— AN AT O

OUR OBJECT.

An object is anything thrown in our
way to arrest attention—something pre-
sented to the mind or heart to awaken
interest or to excite the feelings. It
may, therefore, serve onc or two pur-
poses ; either to impede progress, or to
80 captivate the heart or mind as to en-
sure or tacilitate it. Numberless are
the objects with which our pathway
through life is strewi. ; some of whieh
attract us but momentarily ; others im-
press or occupy the mind for periods
varying much in length, others again
yield constant and absorbing interest.
Diverse and complex, also, are the effects
of these objects around us upon our
senses, feelings and conceptions. Every
chord which the heart possesses is, at
one time or other struck ; hence, joy,
sorrow, hope, despondency, hilarity, de-
pression, certainty, suspensc. Rapid,
varied and often extraneous arc the
modulations of the music of a human
heart ! Many an object is but a weight
—often a salutary weight—for the back;
whilst other objects arouse, to a greater
or less degree, the passions of the heart.

And it is well to discriminate as to
this ; for wo are called upon to ‘‘ Keep
the heart with all diligence : for out of
it are the issues of life.” Who is there
among mortals withoat a burden to the
back ; without a desire of the heart ?—
It is important, I repeat it, to consider
what objects form the burden of the
back, and what bring into play the de-
desires of the heart. Take one example,
our business. Where does that find its
lodgment ? On the back as its burden,
or upon the heart as its object ? Dut
whenee these objects ? From God or
Satan? ‘To work for our daily bread is

absolutely necossary and right, Gen. 8;
19—it is the burden, laid by God upon
our back ; and for the heart He has pre-
gented ono blessed Object : ** This is My
Beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.”
Matt. 3; 17. The thousand other ob-
jects which press around us are, most
surely, permitted by God, in order to
test our hearts, but who casts them there?
Is it not the devil? Indeed itis worthy
of note, that the very name ‘‘ devil " has
its deriviation in a word signifying *‘ to
throw across ;" and is he not ever throw-
ing things athwart our pathway cither
to stumble or beguile our hearts, that
we may not fix our eyes on Jesus, the
Author and Finisher of Faith? Heb. 12;
2. May we take heed to this !

Most men have what is called an ** ob-
ject in life.” They torm an inward re-
solve to achieve some act, to embark in
some enterprise, or to rise to some po-
sition. They aro ambitious in a cause
which they, perhaps deem correct. But
what avails it in the end, though suc-
cess crown their efforts, if not measured
according to God's unerring standard ?

If riches be the summit, the attained
summit too, of their ambition (like men
of the world who have their portion in
this life, and leave the rest of their sub-
stance to their babes, Psalm 17 ; 14,)
what shall it profit a man, if he shall
gain the whole world, and lose his own
soul ?" Mark 8; 36; or if it be know-
ledge, * it shall vanish away,” 1 Cor.
18 ; it it be glory as men count glory :
¢ all the glory of man is as the flower
of grass. The grass withereth, and the
flower thereof falleth away,” 1 Pet. 1
24 ; if it be to make a name, the history
of Gen. 11, should serve as a solemn
warning, see verse 4.

Many a time have men, according to
their own measurement of things, reach-
ed the goal of their aspiratious, and
man's ‘‘ book of remembrance”—his
scroll of fame, is filled with their names.
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Poets, historians, orators, statesmen,
heroes of the sword, pioncers of com-
merce and civilisation, are there record-
ed by the hundred. And whai of all
this blaze of human greatness ?  *‘ That
which is highly estcemed among men is
abomination in the sight of God.” Luke
16 ; 15. ‘*How can ye believe, which

receive honor one of another, and seek |

not the honor that cometh from God only?
John 5; 44. What a judgment upon all

that man delights in, aspircs to, and |

honors !

But God, as well as man, hasa ‘‘ book
of remembrance.” For whom is that?
All praise and glory to Him ! it is *‘ for
them that feared the Lord and that
thought upon His name, and they shall
be Mine, saith the Lord of hosts in th-*
day when I make up my jewels.” Mal.
8, His jewels, His *‘ special treasure,”
(as the margin reads) in cternal glory,
delighting in the things of God, when
all the honors which man has heaped on
man have long since perished. Cry, O
saint of God, burdened and troubled as
you may be by many perplexities, ¢ Hal-
lelujah.’ Let your shout for joy rise
above your wail of sorrow, for though
despised and spurned you arc one of His
jewels, a special treasure to Himself, an
object of His everlasting delight.

And what of him who has chosen God’s
beloved Son as his Objeet in (as well as
of)life? The Apostle Paul,than whom,
perhaps, no more intelligent or learned
man ever trod this carth, was such an
one. What does He say, after years of
intense suffering for Christ ? ¢‘ But
what things were gain to me, those I
counted loss for Christ. Yea, doubtless,
and I count all things but loss for tho
excellency of the knowledge of Christ
Jesus my I.ord : for whom I have suf-
fered the loss of all things, and do count
them but dung, that I may win Christ,”
Phil, 8 ; 7, 8. This was no hollow sen-
timent, but a stern and blessed reality,

withhim. From a prison cell enduring,

who ean say, what agonies under one
| of the most cruel tyrants that have ever
l lived, with death, & martyr's death, close
| at hand, docs this beloved man send this
} striking message. It comes like a sweet
| melody, proceeding not from lips, mor
| from the point of an iron pen, but from
| a heart.made tender by long experience
of the matchless and unchangeable love
| of Christ, and sofiencd by sorrows such
as few, if any, men have ever passed
tarough. In Christ he had found un-
searchable riches ; in Him too, he had
learnt by the Spirit of God, are hid all
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge,
Col. 2 ; and a glory was his which could
never fade, John 17 ; and so far from
making a name for himself, he knew
but One, and that was Christ—for Christ
was all, Col. 3; 11. In short, his whole
life, siuce his conversion, may be sum-
med up in his own words, ‘‘ For to me
to live is Christ.” Reader, what is your
object in life 7—A. C. H,

A laborer once said, ‘‘I have no more
influence than a farthing rushlight.”—
‘“Well,” was the reply, ‘‘a tfarthing
rusalight can do a great deal ; it can
set a haystack on fire ; it can burn
down a house ; yea, more, it will enable
a poor creature to rcad a chapter in
God's book. Go your way, friend, let
your rushlight so shine before men that
others seeing your good works, may
glorify your Father who is in heaven.
Only a loving heart can present a loving
gospel. Whoever would be sustained
by the hand of God, let him lean upon
it. Christ is not valued at all unless
he be valued above all.—A.

If you do a mean thing, it will come
back to roost in your heart ; and will
find you out with its curse, though you
may be one of a crowd.
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FALSE PROPHETS AND THEIR
WOCK.

—_—

Plessea it is to know that all

i the hands that were pierced on
Calvary’s cross, to know that He
‘a His wisdom end love permits
what we see about us and is able
‘o0 keep His own in the midst of
itall. Wearenot to trouble over
the deep and awful mystery of sin.
Jesus wept at the grave of Laza-
rug. He wept over Jerusalem.
Weshalloften havecausetomourn

| but the mystery and all that is

now hidden from us, we leave
with Him who holds all in his
hands of love and grace. So we
do not know why He permits
“atan to counterfeit everything
which God is doing for man’s sal-

'~ vation, we now only know that it

is so. And as “he that prophe-
sioth speaketh unto men to edifi-
cation, and exhortation and com-
fort, and as this is one of the most
precious gifts of Christ to His
church, so Satan is permitted to
send out false prophets to tear
down, and ruin, and destroy.

« Beware of false vrophets,
which come to you in sheep’s
clothing, but inwardly they are

' ravening wolves. Ye shall know
them by their fruits.” Matt. 7] have a gloss of truth, but it «wil
ih, 16. The Lord spoke these | only be a cover of damnable Le

. (imes since they were uttered;

solemn words for His people at ail
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fafse prophets
jumed

neec

are 10 beware of
because they come in anas
garb., There would he n

lof saying ¢ Beware of ra ening
power in heaven and in earth is |

wolves.” That is what the false
prophets are, but outwardi they
are the very opposite. Dad as @
wolf is, a wolf in sheep's clothing
is much worse. Men would fiee
from a wolf, no one would fear a
harmless sheep, so Setan dresses
up his ravening wolves in sheep’s
clothing that they may get in
right among the sheep and do
their deadly work of destruction
and ruin.

How shall we know tho wol!
when he has on the sheep :
ments * The Lord gives
very plain rule for this
wolf iz still inwardly a ra
wolf. The clothing is o
outward covering over lnwarc
wickedness. The sheep is gentle
and harmless, the wolf cruel, ra-
pacious, and bloodthirsty. The
dress of innocence only covers
and hides the claws and fangs and
gaunt form of the beast of prey.
The unwary may be deceived and
ensnared, but the watchful will
be able to discern the wolf under
the sheep's clothing. Christ’s
prophet builds up, Satan’s false
prophet tears down. He may

. v 4 1 4
esies which he is

priv 7!‘\' brin

in. The Lord’s servant speaks

we at this time of peril need to | out the truths he has learned from

give earnest heed to them. We | the Word and Spirit of the living
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Gou, Setan”: counterfeit speaks
out error and false doctrine. It
may he—more often is veiled un-
der a pious phraseology, but eyes
enlightened by the Spirit of God
and on their guard against the
work of the enemy will see the
wolf's form under the innocent
looking garb. Rome is one of the
most fierce, cruel, and blood-
thirsty wolves that ever donned
the attire of the innocent sheep,
and she has learned the art of
acting out the sheep to perfection.
A whole horde of ravening wolves
are now abroad, and our Lord’s
«Beware” should be ringing in
ihe ears of all His people.

« By their fruits ye shall know
‘nem.” The thorn cannot bear

gropes. Every one knowsa thistle

at sight. But an apple tree may
appear all right, it may grow on
year after ycar among other trees
vut just as soon as it bears fruit
you know it. It may be an ut-
terly worthless variety which has
been kept and cared for ; the fruit
tells what the tree is. If God’s
neople would only heed His Word,
the false prophet would find little
nlace to vear the flock. “To the
Jaw and to the testimony : if they
speak not according to this Woid,
it is because there is no light in
them.” Jsa. 8 ; 20. Never dally
w'th a wolf in sheen’s clothing.—
He can only do yon harm. Your
Lo'd says, ¢ Beware.’—J. W.
NEWTON.

SWEET REST.

It has been well and truly ob
served that we go first as poor
sinners to the Gospels to find a
Saviour; and then, as saints, to
the epistles to learn allthe blessed-
ness e has brought us into ; but
we return to the Gospels to feed
on Himself. Unspeakably blessed
as it is to find a Saviour, with all
that sweet nome comprehends;
more blessed still to enter into the
enjoyment of our portion in Christ
before God in heaven, that does
not give satisfaction ; for this we
must turn back, so to speak, to
Himself, and we get it by the
knowledge of Himself,not somuch
in what ITe is for us, as in that
which He Himself lived in, as the
satisfying portion of His own soul
—that divine love and care in
which, as man and Son of the
Father, He lived. He abode in
His Father’s love, He was ever
‘the only begotten Son which is
in the bosom of the Father,” and
it was as dwelling in the bosom
He manifested God. Every word
and vay of Jesus was a revela-
tion of the Father.

It is this revelation of God
known in relationship as the Fath-
er, a revelation hidden from tke
wise and prudent, but revealed to
babes, that Jesus has in mind
when, in Matthew 11, as rejected
by Israel, He says, «“ Come unto
Me,all ye that labor and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you and learn
of me ; for I am meek and lowly
in heart, and ye shall find rest
un’o your souls.” Thoughall our
blessing, and especially our place
es children of the Father,be found-
ed on tne cross, on His death, it is
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not peace of conscience, as flow- | clothes the lily and feeds the
ing from His work for us, that | raven. We know a care more
He speaks of here, but of that rest ' touchingand detailed than amoth-
and satisfaction of heart, which |er’s, a care that numbers the very
was the enjoyed portion of His | hairs of our head, and all this we
own soul as a living man on carth, | have learned from the lips of
the object of the Father s loveand Jesus.—\W.
care. It is in immediate connec-
tion with IIis previous statement !
«that no man knoweth the Son| THE MYSTERY OF LIFE.
but the ather ; neither knoweth LA e
any man e Father, save the Son, | th me say, \uq. L 'wh:‘lt foree does Jho
and he to whomsoever the Son | Spirit of God in ..cn!).u.m teach 'us the
will + eal him ” that He makes, ;‘ mystcry. f‘f Lirn. W l.[h what an intense
sense of it would He impress our souls,

this  ccious o. er of rest to any :
who would learn of Him, in a ::u;t l.wiallm.\e lost it, but that Christ has
or us.

scene where sin had not only en-
tailed all its bitter prcsentyand The flaming sword in the hand of the
eternal consequences on the child- ‘\ Cherubim keeping every way the way
ren of Adam, but shut God out | of the Tree of Life, was the expression
’ > shia G . 3 .
morally from His own creatures. of this, as soon as ever sin was commit-
y ted and death brought in. That sight

In these days of materialism | et Adam learn, and all of us through
and bold atheism, we more than | Aqam, that the life which we have lost
ever need to have to do experi- | we never can regain.
mentally with the living God— | Theordinance which forbad theeating
the One in whom, whatever man’s | 4f blood, sct up as soon as ever the flesh
will may gay, ¢ we live and move, | of animals was given for food, and con-
and have_om' being.” But thisis | tinued and repeated jealously in the
?nl_y possible to us as we Know, jaw, was a witness of the same, a stand-
in lu{ing power, the Son, and learn | jng witness which spoke to the heart
of Him who said, ¢ As the 1iving | and conscience of man from the days of
Father hath sent Me, and I'live | Noah to the times of the Gospcl—and
by the Father, so he that eateth | perhaps indeed to this present time.
Me eventhe shall live by Me.” Acts 15.

" Men of science may try to live | The Gospel teaches the same great
without God, and leave no place | truth abundantly. Nome are left with
for Him in creation ; may see in | any power to question it—that man i3
all His handiwork merely the | dead, dcadin trespasses and sins, and
working of unintelligent natural | that he is without strongth, and can
laws, and even in themselves | never recover or revive himself.
‘merely “evolutions,” “naturalsel- | 1In this intense, emphatic way does
ection,” and ¢ the survival of the | Seripture from beginning to end, let
fittest ;” we know we are ¢fear- | man know that he has lost life, and lost
fully and wonderfully made” by | it irrecoverably.
the hand of the living God, and | With cqual intenseness is the other
this God our Father,without whose | great mystery unfolded—that life is in
hand not a sparrow falls to the | Christ, the Son of God, and in Him for
ground, and who, in living aciion, | us.

B




Peter was given to know this, that

life was in Jesus—that ITe was none less |
And

| than the Son of the living God.
| upon his confession, the Lord gees on
at onee to reveal the further truth, that
thas life, thus owned to bo in Him, was
a vietorious life that should be used for
tho Church. Matt. xvi.

I stop not to give the beautiful proofs
which the Lord’s ministry affords us of
this eternal life, this victorous life, this
life of the ** quickening Spirit" being in

Jesus all along Ilis times hore, but we |
goe it gloriously displayed after Ilis|
death. The empty sepulchre as soen in |
John 20; 6-7, is the peculiar witnoess |

that a Conqueror had been in the rogions
ofdeath. And Ile wasthen, as we know,
seen of the chosen witnesses, for forty
days after He had risen. DBut I wantto
meditate a little over the great fact that
this victorious life in Jesus the Son of
God is for us. I turn to the first three
chapters of the Epistle to the Ilchrews.

There,He that was dead is alive again.,
His death is shown to have been for us.
He did not die simply to exhibit His
victory, to show that He was thoe strong-
er Man, though in the house of the
strong one—but Ilis death is declared to
have been for ns. It tells us, as Matt.
16; 18 had pledged, that Ilis victorious
lifo 'he Son uses for the Church.

iie died as the Purgor of our sins.—
He, by the grace of God, tasted death
for us. He, by leath, met him who was
keeping us through fear of him all our
life-time in bondaze. Theseare the in-
terpretations ot llis death which we find
in the first two chapters.

At the opening of the third, wo are
commanded to consider Him who has
been faithful—faithful after this man-
ner—faithful to 1lim who appointed Himn
thus to undertake to gain life through
death for us. We are to consider Him,
for the establishing of our faith and tor
the comfort of our souls, acquainting
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( ourselves with this great mystery, that

the Son of the living God has been in
conflict with death, and in the place of
death, that 1Ile might bring back life to
us who had lost it, and lost it irrécover-
ably.

And as we are cxhorted to consider
I1im, so are we further exhorted to hold
Hiin, fast, and firm, and steadfast, as
this chapter proceeds.

And what is the warning? What
must be the warning, after such teach-
ing as this? ** Take heed lest there be
in any of you an evil heart of unbelici
in departing from the living Ged.” How
simple, and ye. how needfv’ and yet
how blessed ! None less than ** the liv-
ing God" Himself has been made ours
in Jesus, and thorefore it is casy to say,
our ALL depends on holding to Him.—
J. G. BeLLET,

There are many kinds of voices in the
world and none of them is without sig-
nification ; and sometimes it is difficult
to know the voice of the Lord. But the
more truly we partake of the nature of
¢ His own shoep,” the more unerringly
shall we detect the voice of the Good
Shepherd. If you are not quite sure,
wait till you are. It is the Shepherd's
business to make His presence and wish
understood by the timid and perplexed
in His flock. The only necessity is to
boe willing to do His will as soon as it is
clearly secn. If you are in doubt, wait
in faith till every door is shut, and one
path only lies open before you, and you
arc able to say, *‘ He leadcth mo in the
paths of righteousncss for His name's
sake.”

It is not by the glitter of gold that
God rewards His faithful servants.—
Many a noble life in the sight of God
has been a sad failure, when judged by

human standards. - And many a failure
in the judgment of man has been a royal
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success in the estimation of the angels.

When a tide of gold has been setting in
towards some men, it has been allowed
to como as a judgment and a curse.—
And in many cases the tide has been
restrained, that i1t might be more possi-
ble for the soul to attain to pe-fect
health.

— Mt BAIR SR RS B

HOW HE GOT HIS PAY.

A well to do deacon was one
day accosted by his pastor, who
said,

« Poor widow Green's wood is
all out. Can you not take her a
cord ?”

« Well,” answered the deacon,
«] have wood and I have the
team ; but who is to pay me for
it ?”

The pastor, somewhat vexed
replied, «I will pay you for it, on
condition that you read the first
three verses of Psalm 41, before
you go to bed to-night.”

The deacon consented, deliver-
ed the wood, and at night opened
the Word of God and read the
passage : “ Blessed is he that con-
gidereth the poor : the Lord will
preserve him, and keep him alive;
and he shall be blessed upon the
earth; and thou wilt not deliver
him unto the will of his enemies.
The Lord will strengthen him up-
on the bed of languishing; thou
wilt make all his bed in his sick-
ness.”

A few days afterward the pas-
tor met him again.

«How much do I owe you,
deacon, for that cord of wood ?”

«Qh!” said the enlightened man,
« do not speak of payment ; Idid
not know those promises were in
the Bible. I would not take any
money for supplying the old wid-
ow’s wants.”

THE DETHRONEMENT OF SELF.

Se!f is the pivot around which the natural
man revolves. It is the essential principle
of every sin, and has been ever since that
first sin, in which Adam preferred what was
pleasant to the eyes, and good for food, and
calculated to make him wise, to the will
and word of God. Sinis the assertion of
gelf. The sensualist asserts that the in-
dulgence of his passion must take precedence
of his duty to God and his reverence for the
nature God has made. The oppressor as-
gerts that the sufferings of his victims are as
the small dust of the scale if only his coffers
are filled, his power augmented. The liar
asserts that it is more important for his
credit to be preserved than that truth
shonld be paramount in the world around.
Beneath the purple of the emperor, the
ermine of the judge, the cowl of the monk,
the broadcloth of the business man, the
fustian of the peasant, self-worship has been
the mainspring of human activity and crime.

At our conversion a strong blow is struck
at the dominion of self, We have to be
saved altogether by the grace of God, and
for the merits of Another. Our own efforts
are proved to be useless and worse. Our
prayers and tears and righteousness become
hindrances rather than helps. Absolute
bankrupts, we have nothing to pay. Utterly
powerless, we are dragged by Another’s
hands from the dark waters which threaten-
el to sweep us to perdition.

But though the dethronement of self
begins at conversion, it is not completed
then, or for long years. In fact, during all
the life that follows we are constantly be-
coming more aware of the gubtlety and all-
pervasivenesss of the self-principle. We
detect it in moods end dispositions where
we never expected to discover it. It puts
off its filthy rags, and attires itself in the
gomber garb of humility or religious zeal.
It busies itself in the work of God. It
takes a foremost place in acts of self-denial
and devotion. It multiplies its activities.
It glories in its unobtrusiveness. 1t loves
to shoose the lowest seat. It congratulates
itself on its conquesis and growing per-
fection. And all the while, in its self com-
placency, it shows that it is a mere mimwicry
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of that _enuine holiness which is the direct
product of vhe work of the Holy Spirit.

The great antagonist of the self principle
is the Holy Spirit. He lusts against the
flesh ; and the flesh is self spelled backward.
And if we surrender ourselves to the Eternal
Spirit, through whom our Lord offered
Himself upon the cross, we shall find that
the work of self-destruction will proceed
apace. The marble will waste, but the
image beneath will grow. The outward
man will perish, but the inward man will
be renewed day by day. The crucifixion
of the self-life will proceed in the heart side
bv side with the ever-waxing glories of the
Easter morning and the ascension mount.

The work of the Holy Spirit is antagon-
istic of self because He is the Spirit of love.
The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts
by the Holy Spirit, who is given unto us,
and the spirit of love is antiseptic to the
spirit of self. They arc mutually destruc-
tive. They can no more coexist than light
and darkness, heat and cold, carbolic acid
and the microbes of disease,

When Jonathan loved David as his own
soul, it was possible for him to view without
jealousy the growing influence and power
of his friend. “Thou shalt be king over
Israel, and I shall be next unto thee.” How
great a contrast to the gloomy monarch
Saul !

For love of David the three mighties be-
came oblivious to the overwhelming numbers
of the Philistine garrison, as they broke
through their ranks to draw water from the
ancient well which was by the gate of
Bethlehem.,

For love of the Bridegroom the greatest
of woman-born could view with joy the
transference of popularity and the interest
of the crowds from himself to Him whose
shoe-latchet “he was not great enough to
loose.” The dwindling audience on the
river’s bank excited no regret or surprise,
gince the rest had gone to swell the glory of
his Lord. “He must increase, and I must
decrease.”

The loyal heart of Bethany, in its much
love for the dear Master, who had revealed
to it His deepest secret, was indifferent to
the cold criticism of the apostles, and es-
pecially to the cynicism of Judas, expended
its choicest stores, gladly performed a

slave's office, broke the alabaster box of
very precious ointment on his head, and
wiped His feet with her hair.

And what but love could have nerved the
mother to stand beneath the cross, or the
women to brave the dangers of an Eastern
city at dawn to visit the sepulcher !

Ah, Love, what canst thounot do! Thou
canst make the timid brave, and the weak
strong. The nervous bird owns thy spell as
in defense of her young she turns to face her
pursuer. The martyr, the patriot, the hero
have learned of thee the secret of finding
beds of down on stones, and gardens of
flowers on barren sands. Thou didst bring
the King Himself from the midst of His
royalties to the cross, and He counted all
things but loss that He might redeem the
Church on whom He had set His heart.
Then self will be dethroned, the cross of
daily-dying will be robbed of its bitterness,
the furnace floor will become a flower-
enameled pathway, if only thou shalt reign
in us supreme !

Therefore the apostle said, *“The love of
Christ constraineth us, because we thus
judge that He died for all, that they which
live should not henceforth live unto them-
selves, but unto Him who died for them and
rose again.” The love that can expel self
is not the vague love of a principle or theory,
but of a person. Itis the love of Christ,
which passeth knowledge. *‘Isaw,” says
George Fox, ““a sea of light and a sea of ink,
and the sea of light flowed into the sea of
ink, and swept it away forever,”

On one occasion, as Dr. Chalmers was
riding on a coach in the Highlands, at &
very dangerous part of the road where it
overhung a precipice, the horses took fright
and were near precipitating the coach and
all its occupants into the ravine beneath.
The driver vigorously applied the whip,
and the horses, stung with pain and dread-
ing further inflictions, forgot their fear.
He observed that one fear expelled another,
and coined the expression, * The expulsive
power of a new affection.” Fear expels
fear. Sunlight extinguishes firelight. The
love of a noble woman often redeems & man
from the sway of baser passions. And the
love of Christ, wrought in us by the spirit
of love, will make us free from the love of
self. For His sake we can harbour nothing
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that would cause Him grief or be at all in-
consistent with the completest loyalty.

It has been argued whether the apostle
meant Christ’s love to us or ours to Him.
The contention is needless. It is the same
sunbeam whether striking the mirror direct-
ly or reflected from it to the eye.

Christ’s love to us is transforming. A
Norwegian lady tells how a little child was
brought to her orphanage, 80 repulsive in
its appearance, and loathsome for its sores,
that she felt she could not love it But one
day compassion for its motherlessness made
her stoop over the wan little face and kiss
it. Instantly
spread over the features, as the conscious-
ness of being loved sank into the heart.

the most exquisite smile

From that moment the whole expression of
the child became transformed, and it grew
to be the jewel of her family.

So the consciousness of Christ’s love to us
will transfigure us. Only give it time to
gink in as you sit at the foot of His cross,
and reckon how much He must have loved
you, since He dared to die for you, being an
enemy and ungodly. —F. B. MEYER.
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HIS LAST SERVICE.

McCheyne had been visiting in the
fever-stricken district of Dundee. Ty-
phus fever had laid hold of him ; but
ignorant of the cause of the languor
and pain which oppressed him, he had
goue to celebrate a marriage, and re-
mained for the entertainment which fol-
lowed. Some were there who were no
friends to his faithful preaching, and
thought that his grave manner was due

to pietism, and not ilincss, so one of | My Little Friend, Illustrated, ...
| Tidings of Life and Peace,.... ..
| The SOWEE, seve sossssssosssnse
' The Remembrancer,
| A Voice to the Faithful, «cecvuee

them said, *‘ See, now, if I cannot tease
your minister.” So saying she sent a
little girl of nine yearsto Mr. McCheyne
with a marriage favour and a bouquet.

When the child approached him, ho\

brightened up.

* Will you put this on?" she said.—
¢ Yes, if you will show me how." When
it was all arranged, he said, ‘‘I have
done what you asked me. Will you
listen while I tell you a story ?” So he
began to tell her the sweet story of old.”
Very soon six other little girls gathered
round, and listened with upturned faces

while he told them how the Lord Jesus

had come down from heaven to earth,

| A Message from God, «vveveeees

| Christian Friend, . coceoeseooes
| The Bible Troasury, «ceeoeeeees
| The Shepherd’s Voice,.eeeeess e
| The Truthy ceee cossssesseasons
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had lived and loved on earth, and then
died to save sinners, When he had fin-
ished, ho laid his hand on the head of
each child, and asked God's blessing on

or. Soon after he said he felt so ill he
must retive. He went home to his bed,
and in a few days he was with the Lord.
This was his last service.
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MAGAZINES FOR 1895.

All the Magaznes for 1895, are
Postage free.

MONTHLY MAGAZINES,

Edited and published by T. Somerville,
Brantford, Ont., Canada.
Glad Tidings, 1 copy, 15¢. per year;
b copies, 60¢. ; 10 copies,. «... $L.
Sunlight for the Young, 1 copy, 16¢;
b copies, 60c.; 10 COPiIByeevs oe $1.00
The Gleaner, soes sose esce 60
The Publisher will be pleased also to
receive orders for the following monthly
Magazines :
Faithful Words, illustrated, «...
The Messenger of Peace, ... ceee
Help and Food,«ovsvereeneee o
Tield&Work 40c; 3 to 1 address, 1
The Home Friend, 60c., two for 1
containing,
{Fricndly Words, 16¢., 101
1
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Tidings of Mercy, 15¢., 10

Tender Grass,  20c.,
Living Streams, «.ecoceeceeses
The Young Christian,«.cceeve e
The Gospel Messenger, «oeeeeees
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Whosoever Will, ceeeeesecanees
Words in SERB0M, «eee ceeeesones
Seattered Seed, Illustrated, ... ..

Simplo Testimony,..cceeeeeeees
Things concerning Himself, ....

1.00

be pleased to
above monthly

The undersigned will
receive orders for the
Magazines for 1895.

THOMAS SOMERVILLE,
Drawer 109, BrA*TFORD, Ont. ,Canada.
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