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Editor’s Preface.

In publishing this book as a memorial to the 
late Archdeacon Kaulbach it seems desirable to 
offer a few words of explanation to his friends and 
the general public. When I succeeded him as 
Rector of Truro, there came into my possession a 
manuscript in his handwriting which proved to be 
a fairly complete history of the origin and growth 
of the parish. It was evidently written at irregular 
intervals during his long ministry, and parts, if 
not the whole of it, seem to have been delivered, 
from time to time, as lectures. With characteristic 
modesty, the Archdeacon never contemplated bs 
publication in the present form, but he expressed 
the hope that it would prove useful to a successor 
who might undertake the work of compiling a his
tory of the parish(p.39.)These words,penned many 
years ago, seemed to be addressed to me and to 
demand some response. A most eventful epoch 
in the history of the parish came to a close with 
the Archdeacon’s death. It seemed a suitable time 
to produce such a record as he had anticipated ; 
and who could be better fitted to write that his
tory than he who laboured here for three and forty 
years, brought the parish to its present state of 
efficiency and built its beautiful church? It will 
be plain to those who read the following pages 
that the Archdeacon underestimated the merits of 
his work. It is not, to be sure, the formal produc
tion of a scientific historian, but it possesses a 
warmth and vividness due to the personal interest 
of the writer in the events, a charm that is usually 
absent from the work of the impartial historian 
whose sole interest is to delve in old documents to 
unearth mere facts.

A further consideration influenced me to under-



take the publication of this book, namely, the 
difficulty of providing a suitable memorial for my 
revered predecessor. He has built his own memor
ial—a church perfect and complete in almost every 
detail, certainly lacking nothing essential that 
might n >w be supplied in memory of the late 
Rector. I trust that his book will be a more abid
ing memorial than any monument of brass or 
stone, that those as yet unborn will read with 
gratitude of the blessed dead, the heroic pioneers 
of the Church in Nova Scotia, who struggled and 
toiled not for themselves and their day alone, but 
to leave behind them for future generations a 
Church that may stand for centuries.

Though fully conscious of my incompetence for 
the task it was plainly my duty to assume the 
part of editor. I have to express my grateful 
thanks to one thoroughly competent, who went 
through the manuscript to check and verify vari
ous historical references—Dr. Arthur W. Hamil
ton Eaton. The book, as it now appears, is almost 
word for word as it left the Archdeacon’s pen. It 
has been divided into chapters and a few passages, 
that had lost their point through lapse of time, 
have been deleted. A brief postscript is added to 
bring the records of the parish up to date. The 
appendices are reprints of various newspaper cut
tings which the author had included in the bundle 
of manuscript. Obituary notices are also added 
as possessing a melancholy interest for those who 
enjoyed the friendship and the ministry of Arch
deacon Kaulbach.
St. John’s Rectory, W. P. ROBERTSON.

Truro, N. S.,
Xmas 1913.



CHAPTER I.
The First Missionary to Truro.

The present century has been one of great acti
vity in the Church of England. Never since the 
days when Augustine landed in Kent at the head 
of a little band of devoted missionaries, and chur
ches began to rise throughout the seven kingdoms, 
has this branch of Christ’s Church shewn greater 
vitality or greater energy. In the United King
dom she has enlarged her borders and increased 
her numbers,added to her dioceses,built cathedrals, 
restored ancient churches, erected schools, endow
ed charities, multiplied her clergy. In the colonies 
the same work has been going on and there are 
now more than two hundred bishops, Colonial 
and Missionary,in the old and new worlds, where 
in 1800 there were only two—those of Nova Scotia 
and Quebec. In the United States we can see the 
same energetic spirit pervading all classes, rich 
and poor; whichhas created dioceses in every state 
from Massachusetts to California, instead of the 
one or two sees along the Atlantic coast which 
were sufficient to supply the needs of the Church 
in the beginning of the nineteenth century. With 
her missionary bishops she now numbers one 
hundred and three.

In Canada we have not been idle. Though our 
limited means and population have not permitted 
such rapid advance as in the Church of the United
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States, yet we have no reason to be ashamed of the 
progress W2 have made. In the Dominion we have 
twenty-four bishoprics which stretch over the 
whole land from Nova Scotia on the east, to Van
couver Island on the west,and penetrate far north 
into the wilds of Athabasca and Labrador.

The Diocese of Nova Scotia has much to be 
thankful for. It was created in the year 1787, 
mainly by the exertions of devout persons in Eng
land, and is the oldest see of the English Church 
in any part of the British dominions outside the 
United Kingdom; and next to Connecticut, the 
oldest in America. The advance of the Church in 
this diocese during the present century has been 
quite equal to the progress that the province has 
made generally; and the parish of St. John’s, Col
chester, affords a very fair instance of the direction 
that advance has taken.

Seventy years ago Truro was a small, scattered 
village, the centre of a thinly settled district, and 
important less from its size than from its position. 
People of any religious denomination were few, 
and those belonging to the Church were fewer than 
most. A resident clergyman was of course out of 
their reach ; and for a long time they were unable 
to have even a regular visiting missionary. Occ
asional services were held in the Court House; but 
these were necessarily very few and far between.

About the year 1820, however, it was thought
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that the wants of that large district lying north of 
the Bay of Fundy, east of the Basin of Minas, and 
south'of the Straits of Northumberland, could no 
longer safely be overlooked. Of this tract Truro 
was not only the geographical centre, but the most 
promising village. At that time there was no reg
ular parish between Halifax and the village of 
Sackville in New Brunswick; and of this latter 
place, the Reverend John Bumyeat, son of John 
and Alice Bumyeat, of Lewiswater, England, was 
rector. In this year, however, Mr. Bumyeat con
sented to resign his rectorship, and accept the posi
tion of Visiting Missionary in the Diocese of Nova 
Scotia. It must be remembered that the Diocese 
of Nova Scotia was not then, as now, co-extensive 
with only the Provinces of Nova Scotia and Prince 
Edward Island, but embraced as well what is now 
the Diocese of Fredericton; and stretched north
wards to the confines of the Diocese of Quebec. 
Mr. Bui nyeat’s district, then embraced that por
tion of Northern Nova Scotia and Eastern New 
Brunswick, which is now covered by the counties 
of Antigonish, Pictou, Colchester, Cumberland, 
part of Halifax, Westmoreland and Kent.

The newly appointed Missionary arrived in 
Truro in July 1820, on a journey from Richibucto 
and Amherst. The connection of these three names 
gives some idea of the enormous extent of coun
try which was served by one man. It would be a
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difficult matter in our own a<»ys of easy and 
rapid travelling, of thickly settled districts, and 
comfortable stopping-places; but when we think of 
what had to be endured thin, of the slow and cum
brous vehicles, or what is worse, the want of vehic
les of any kind, of the scanty population, the scar
city of Church people, the poverty and the ignor
ance that prevailed, we can understand something 
of the apostolic spirit that must have actuated 
such men ; and we may perhaps, have a clearer idea 
of what the present and future generations in our 
country owe to the sacrifices of one that is past.

It was a great satisfaction to the few Church 
people residing at Truro to have Mr. Bumyeat 
among them and when we consider that it was the 
first time any clergyman had visited them express
ly to attend to their spiritual needs, we can under
stand how glad they must have been. The occas
ion of his presence gave rise to the question of build
ing a church in the village. Mr. Bumyeat him- 1 
self, was not thoroughly convinced of the prac- i 
ticability of such an undertaking. To do so with- t 
out the assistance of the Society for the Propaga- ] 
tion of the Gospel,would be manifestly impossible, i 
and as the members of the Church in the neighbor- e 
hood of Truro were so few and so poor, he doubted n 
whether the appeal that would necessarily be made v 
to the Society would be quite deserving of support, p 
Still it could not be denied that Truro had claims * 
upon the S. P. G. apart from its size, on account of d
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its central position in the Province, and its near
ness to the capital; both of which circumstances are 
always of great importance in a young country, 
where the population, steadily increasing, has not 
yet fixed upon its favourite seats. Besides it was 
said that a number of persons of means, at that

(
time residing in Halifax, would prefer to live in 
Truro, if only there were a church there. Mr. 
Burnyeat though doubting the possibility of the 
event, nevertheless was so far in favour of the pro
ject as to believe that if in any way it could be ac
complished, "steeples would rear their heads in 
every English station from Westmoreland to the 
town of Halifax.” Another drawback was the 
probability that the lands intended for a glebe in 
the township were irrecoverably lost; and the 
“ministerial lot” was already in the hands of Mr. 
Waddell, the Presbyterian Minister.

Notwithstanding all the reasonable doubts and 
fears entertained by those who had the matter 
most at heart it was finally decided to erect the 
church. The ground was obtained from Mr. George 
Duncan. Thos. J. Brown and Dr. Luther were 

appointed Commissioners for carrying on the work 
and operations commenced in the year 1821. Though 
lot completed for some years later, still, the 
rery undertaking of so large a building by so few 
>eople is a proof of the energetic and zealous spirit 
vhich moved the inhabitants of Truro in those 
ays. If we consider what Church architecture in
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Nova Scotia was in the early times of the Province, 
we shall see that old St. John’s was not only a large 
but a handsome building; and the reports of the 
S. P. G. some few years after its erection speak 
of it as being a remarkable and improving feature 
in the landscape. After its completion it remain
ed for many years the finest ecclesiastical structure 
within a radius of many miles north and east of 
Halifax.

But it was not completed at once. For some 
time work went steadily on; but the means of the 
congregation were limited, and the outside help 
received was not sufficiently large to cover all the 
expenses. When considerable progress had been 
made, and the walls and spire raised, if not finished, 
operations were, for a while, suspended, until a 
sum could be collected large enough to enable them 
to go on again.

In the month of August, 1823, Truro was visited 
by the Rev. John Inglis, B. D., Rector of St. Paul’s 
Halifax, and afterwards third Bishop of Nova 
Scotia. Dr. Inglis arrived on the 23rd, and on the 
following Sunday morning used the Meeting House 
at Onslow, owned by the Presbyterians and Bap
tists, for a church service. He officiated again in 
the afternoon, this time making use of the old 
Court House in Truro. On Monday he visited the 
Society’s School, which was taught by Mr. Dan
iel Dickson.
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The S. P. G. reports of this date speak as follows:
“The church at Truro, though in an unfinished 

state, is very neat, and its spire is a great ornament 
to the village. £406 15s. lOd. have already been 
expended on it, and £222 will be required for its 
completion.” Of this sum one hundred pounds 
were to come from the balance of the grant given 
by the Society, and one hundred more from a pub
lic fund in the hands of the Governor of the Pro
vince. Until these sums came under the control 
of the congregation the work was at a stand-still. 
This being so, the Governor, Sir James Kempt, 
advanced £50 from private funds, which was enough 
to enable them to resume their operations. Dr. 
Luther is spoken of as one of the most respected 
members of the congregation and of great assist
ance to the Church in its difficulties.

In April of this year, 1823, the Visiting Mission
ary was married to Miss Lavinia Dickson, daugh
ter of Chas. Dickson, of Onslow, the ceremony be
ing performed in St. Paul’s, Halifax, by the Rev. 
Dr. Inglis.

The building operations went on steadily, if 
slowly,all through the year 1824, and were at last 
brought to an end by the finishing of the Church in 
1825. In the meantime a diocesan change had 
taken place. Bishop Stanser, once Rector of St. 
Paul’s,Halifax, who had succeeded the first Bishop 
Inglis in the See of Nova Scotia, had gone to Eng-
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land for consecration. The health of the 
new Bishop ho ever was so delicate that 
after his first visitation and ordination he re
turned to England. His ill-health, still continu
ing and increasing, rendered a voyage across the 
Atlantic an impossibility; and during the eight 
years of his episcopate (from 1817 to 1825) he was 
not able again to visit his diocese. In his absence 
Dr. Inglis acted as Ecclesiastical Commissary; 
and at his death succeeded him in the episcopate.

The Church at Truro being now completed, the 
new Bishop visited the village in Nov., 1825 for the 
Consecration of the house which had been erected 
for the worship of God. It was dedicated to the 
Holy Evangelist St. John. It was now formally 
opened for divine service. It had taken four years 
in building, but the exertions and the patience of 
its builders were at last well rewarded, For many 
years it was to be the only church in a large por
tion of Northern Nova Scotia; and it was destined 
to be for over half a century the house of worship 
for Truro and the country round-about. A bell 
was presented by the late Judge Archibald engraven 
with this inscription: “This bell was the gift of 
the Honble : S. G. W. Archibald, LL D., to St. 
John’s Church in the Diocese of Nova Scotia, 
British North America, A. D. 1827.’’

The next ten years are, as far as we have been 
able to discover, marked by no events of any im
portance. No parish registers of any kind were
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kept by the Visiting Missionary; and whatever re
cords he possessed were entirely of a private na
ture, and have passed into the hands of his descen
dants and friends. However, we have no reason 
to think that they were any more than the mere 
registrations of baptisms, marriages, and burials, 
which though valuable in themselves, would be of 
little general interest. It must be remembered 
that Truro was not then as now the centre of a 
parish. It was only one station, the most im- 
important station, it is true, on a large missionary 
district, where services were held only occasionally 
as opportunity allowed; just as at present in some 
parts of Cape Breton, and even in the less advanc
ed districts of the peninsula itself.

This was the case for the ten years immediately 
following the consecration of the Church, from 
1825 to 1835. Though often necessary this state 
of things is never very satisfactory; and it is pleas
ant to think that in the short space of fifteen years 
the church had made such progress in Truro as to 
warrant the district being formed into an inde
pendent parish instead of being one of many mis
sionary stations. This change took place in the 
year 1835. In the early part of that year a petit
ion was presented to the Provincial Parliament 
praying that the District of Colchester (now the 
County of Colchester, then the middle division of 
the County of Halifax) might be erected into a
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parish. To this petition the following order was 
issued :—

“In Council 27th Feb’y., 1835.
Read the petition of the Rev’d. John Burnyeat 

and other Inhabitants of Truro, stating that in the 
Town a Church has been erected, that the same 
has been consecrated for the performance of Divine 
Worship therein according to the rites and cere
monies of the United Church of England and Ire
land, that it has been dedicated to the Holy Evan
gelist St. John, and praying that a Parish may be 
laid off for the said Church of St. John, and that 
the limits thereof may be co-extensive with those 
of the District of Colchester.

Whereupon (with the approval and recommend
ation of the Lord Bishop of the Diocese) it is 
ordered and ordained that the said District of Col
chester be erected, and it is hereby erected, into 
a Parish accordingly under the style and title of 
the Parish of St. John.”

The parish of which Truro is the centre was thus 
created ; and though later limited by the separ
ation of Tatamagouche in 1876, of Londonderry in 
1880, and of Stewiacke in 1883, is still of large di
mensions, including the districts of Truro, Ons
low and Kemptown. Mr. Burnyeat, the Visiting 
Missionary, became the first Rector, a position he 
retained until his death, nine years afterwards.
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On Monday, April 20th, 1835, a general meeting 
of the congregation was held for the purpose of 
electing Church officers for the ensuing year. The 
first Church wardens of the Parish were Dr. Ed
ward Carritt, and Dr. Charles Head; the first Ves
try Clerk, Mr. John Goudge; the first Vestrymen, 
Messrs. W. C. Eaton, J. D. Nash, Jas. Phillips, 
Richard Ambrose, Wm. Hamilton, John Johnston, 
John Goudge, Thos. Brown, Geo. Hill, G. N. Gras- 
sie, Duncan Black, and Samuel Boggs.

At this meeting it was also decided that a Com
mittee should be appointed to arrange with Mr. 
Richard Slade of Truro, about the building of an 
organ. An agreement was entered into with Mr. 
Slade whereby he contracted to erect the organ for 
the sum of £50. Additional stops were after
wards placed in it at the expense of Mr. G. N. 
Grassie whose musical knowledge was of great as
sistance to the congregation in this matter. Mr. 
Grassie himself became first organist at the com
pletion of the instrument in 1836. The organ re
mained in the Church from this date to 1881 when 
it was removed to St. Paul’s Church,Acadia Mines, 
a new one having been placed in the new Church at 
Truro.

In small places the years generally pass without 
the occurrence of much that is of general interest; 
and we often have to pass over whole years in 
which nothing worthy of special record has taken 
place. Such a gap occurs now between the years
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1836 and 1838. In the latter year a rather im
portant action was taken by the Vestry of the par
ish with regard to the pews in the Church. Hither
to it would seem that they were free to all, but in 
June of this year a fixed rent of five shillings annual
ly was introduced, which added materially to the 
parochial funds.

A difficulty arose in 1840 with regard to the or
gan. As we have just mentioned, additional pipes 
had been placed in the instrument at the cost of 
Mr. G. N. Grassie. Now Mr. Grassie wished to 
take the pipes from the organ and retain them in 
his own possession. To this the Vestry objected, 
regarding the pipes as Church property, and, as 
Mr. Grassie had already withdrawn them, and re
fused to give them up,the Vestry decided to take 
legal advice in the matter. The whole question 
of the possession by the Church authorities of gifts 
presented to them was involved in this subject, 
and it promised at one time to give them consider
able trouble. Happily, however, for all parties, 
the whole matter was left at the Bishop’s sugges
tion, to his arbitration, which no doubt was the 
wisest, as well as the most satisfactory course for 
all concerned.

At the Easter Meeting of 1844 it was decided to 
adopt a monthly collection as a more expedient 
way of raising Church funds than the plan of a 
subscription, hitherto in use. And at a meeting 
of the Vestry it was agreed that all persons not as
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sisting in paying the Rector’s salary should forfeit 
their rights to the pews they held.

The Congregation suffered a great lost this year 
in the death of Mr. Burnyeat who for twenty four 
years had been their devoted pastor—for fifteen 
as Visiting Missionary, and nine as Rector. He 
died in April 7th in the fifty-ninth year of his age. 
The work that this self-sacrificing man performed 
in the diocese cannot be too highly estimated. 
The whole number of Church people who lived in 
the enormous district which was his field of labour

1
 might be said to have been as sheep having no 
shepherd, until he came to take charge of them. If 
we wish to see a monument of his zeal,his industry, 
his devotion to his work, we need only to look at 
the number of prosperous independent parishes 
which owe their origin almost entirely to him. 
Besides those in the diocese of Fredericton, Truro, 
Amherst, Pictou, Albion Mines, Acadia Mines, 
River John, Pugwash.Parrsborough, Springhill and 
Stewiacke (including the whole of the three coun
ties of Cumberland, Colchester and Pictou) are 
all parishes with clergy of their own, where former
ly he was the only one, and all of which look on 

; him if not as their first Rector, certainly as their 
first clergyman.
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CHAPTER II.

Two Rectors—T. C. Leaver andJ. Forsythe

After Mr. Burnyeat’s death Truro was without 
a rector for a while; and there was some little dif
ficulty in obtaining a successor. In the meantime 
the Bishop sent the Rev. Mr. Arnold who held ser
vices for some weeks until the appointment of the 
Rev. Thomas C. Leaver, who came to Truro from 
Antigonish.

One of the first matters taken in hands by Mr. 
Leaver was the erection of a parsonage. This 
need had not been felt so much in Mr. Burnyeat’s 
time, as that gentlemen had occupied his own 
house. But now it became necessary that a suit
able residence should be provided for the Rector. 
Accordingly a plot of land was secured nearly three 
acres in extent, fronting on Prince Street, with the 
side on Young Street. Here the Rectory was 
built about the year 1840. The property attach
ed to it has from time to time been lessened by 
sales; but there is still a considerable piece of 
ground about it.

Up to the present there had been but one Church 
in the Parish—that in Truro. In the outlying 
districts services were held in school-rooms, or 
other buildings that could be secured. But in the
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ten years that followed the creation of St. John’s 
Parish a not inconsiderable advance was made in 
at least one part of it—the district of Lower Stew- 
iacke. The need of a Church began to be strongly 
felt in this place, and one was at last erected. In 
the month of July, 1848, it was consecrated by 
Bishop Inglis, who at the same time consecrated 
the graveyard about the Church. This district 
has now its own clergyman, and has built a par
sonage. There is also another church in it, built 
at Dutch Settlement some years since.

As the Church grew the work of so large a parish 
. as St. John’s naturally became too great for one 

man. Mr. Leaver had been unaided in it for five 
years, when at length he obtained the assistance of 
a Curate in the person of the Rev. John Dixon, 
who came in August 184d, and remained with him 
till September 1852.

In 1838 the rent of pews was fixed at five shill
ings a year each. But at the Easter Meeting held 
in 1854 it was thought better to advance the rent 

I to not less than twenty shillings annually.
In the summer of 1855 a bazaar was was held 

by the ladies of the congregation, the first of which 
; we find any mention, at which £75 were made. 

This money was spent in the following year in re
pairing the Church which had suffered more or 

! less in the thirty years that it had been standing.
Rev. H. H. Hamilton, came to Truro as Curate



24 HISTORY OF ST. JOHN’S CHURCH.

in September of this year, remaining five months, 
until February, 1867, when he was succeeded by 
the Rev. Joseph Forsythe.

In March 1858 the Parish sustained another 
great bereavement in the death of Mr. Leaver, who 
had been Rector for fourteen years. He died in 
the forty-seventh year of his age, and the twenty- 
third of his ministry. Since he had been ordained 
he had served eight years at Antigonish, and four
teen at Truro. He was a man of ripe scholarship, 
high talents, and sterling integrity, and during 
the many years of his priesthood discharged his 
dpties most faithfully, and with the greatest profit 
to those committed to his care, by whom he was 
greatly beloved. He lies buried in the old grave 
yard, close beside the chancel of the church.

It should be a matter of no small thankfulness 
to Almighty God that this parish enjoyed for four
teen years the ministrations of so ripe a scholar and 
so faithful a priest of the Most High. The benefi
cial effects of his labours are seen and felt even to 
this day. The material prosperity of the Parish 
was greatly increased, and the spiritual Temple 
was enlarged and strengthened. Scarcely ever do 
you hear Mr. Leaver’s name mentioned by those 
who knew him without some such accompaniment, 
“He was indeed a good man.’’ He seems to have 
possessed the Christ-like faculty of drawing all 
men unto him, whether old or young. Those who 
were the children of his day, while admitting that
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he looked sharply after them, and was not slow in 
correcting their waywardness and their want of 
reverence in the House of God, still speak of him in 
terms of the deepest respect and affection. But 
while his remarkable endowments and warmth of 
manner—the expression I am sure of a loving 
heart—drew all men unto him, it was not the praise 
of man, or any earthly reward that was the great 
motive of his labours in the Church of God ; 
he used his powers in seeking to draw all men 
“unto Him, who died for us, and rose again, who 
is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh 
intercession for us.” His highest motive was to be 
an humble instrument in promoting the Glory of 
God and the good of His people. It was this 
which has made his work lasting and his memory 
blessed. Gratitude to God for such a life and 
ministry has been expressed by the handsome win
dow placed to his memory in the Chancel of this 
Church.

Mr. Leaver was succeeded in the rectorship by 
the Rev. Joseph Forsythe, a graduate of Trinity 
College, Dublin, who had been his Curate for the 
previous year. He was unanimously elected at a 
Parish meeting held the 6th of September, 1858. 
As a clergyman of deep niety and profound learn
ing he was highly esteemed by all who knew him; 
And it was a matter of deep regret to his friends 
when ill-health necessitated his removing from the 
parish.
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Up to this time Divine Service was held in the 
Parish Church in the morning and afternoon. Now 
it was determined to have the Church lighted that 
service might be held in the evening instead of the 
afternoon.

In this year the property adjoining the Parson
age on the East side, was sold by the parish to Mr. 
Wilm. Mulholland. And a lot of land adjoining 
the Parish Church on the East, on which the 
School House stood, and on which several dwell
ings are now standing,was disposed of to Mr. Tho
mas C. Leaver, son of the late Rector.

We have seen how a second Church was built ] 
in the parish by the erection of that at Lower Stew- 1 ; 
iacke; we have now to record the opening of a 8 
third, that of Christchurch, Clifton, built mainly a j 
through the exertions of Mr. Leaver, on ground I 
given for the purpose by Mr. Samuel Yuill of Clif
ton. This Church with the Burial ground attach- S , 
ed was consecrated by Bishop Binney in Septem- 1 
her, 1858. Since that time services have been re- J f 
gularly held there. The number of Church people J t 
in that neighbourhood has never been large; and w j 
death and removal have probably rendered the jjl 
congregation smaller than it was when Mr. Leaver m 
was encouraged to build the church. B j

In 1859 the School House was moved from the 8 ei 
ground to the East of the Church, sold the year 8 p 
before to Mr. Thomas C. Leaver, and placed ■ w
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on the North-west corner of the lot in which the 
Parish Church at present stands. There it stood 
until 1872, when it was sold to Mr. H. B. Prince, 
and moved to the corner of the Railway Esplan
ade and Outram Street, where it may still be seen, 
and has been used since its removal as a shop.

In consequence of exertions made by the women 
of the congregation, the year i860 was marked by 
the purchase of the valuable and chaste communion 
vessels, now in use. They were selected and 
bought in New York by Edward M. Archibald, 
Esq., subsequently Knighted by Queen Victoria, 
for his valuable services rendered to the Empire 
as British Consul General of the United States. 
His name with the dates of his birth and decease 
are now found on the Archibald monument in the 
Parish Church.

During the next five years nothing of special 
moment seems to have occurred. The financial 
position of the parish was improved, and Diocesan 
needs were not forgotten. Beside what was con
tributed annually to what was then known as “The 
Diocesan Church Society”—now called the “Dio
cesan Mission Board”—a considerable sum was 
collected for the endowment fund of the Diocese. 
This was accomplished mainly through the earnest 
efforts of Wilm. Metzler, a prominent zealous and 
pious member of the Church,to whom for his praise 
worthy efforts in this undertaking a vote of thanks
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was given by his fellow-parishioners at the Easter 
meeting of 1864.

Mr. Metzler died on April 21st, 1867, and his 
wife followed him on March 14th, 1878. The 
handsome pulpit or St. John's Church, presented 
by their children, is the memorial of these faithful 
servants of Christ.

In 1865 a great need was supplied. Up to this 
this time the Church had been without a suitable 
font. A Bazaar had been held (probably in the 
previous year) ; from the balance of its proceeds, 
together with collections taken for this special 
purpose a font was procured costing $120.00.

Mr. Forsythe’s health and strength not being 
equal to the work of the whole parish, then requir
ing Sunday Services not only in the Parish Church, 
at Clifton and at Salmon River, but at London
derry Mines as well,it was found necessary to pro
cure the assistance of a Curate. Londonderry 
was then reached, not as now by rail, but by a long 
drive of twenty-two miles over the coach road. 
The travelling in winter and spring was often 
very bad, and much time was spent in journeying. 
The writer remembers many a wet and tedious 
drive and ride which he had to take to, or from, 
Londonderry during the first years of his ministry 
in this parish. Beside the regular public services 
to be provided for in the churches and school hous
es, many occasional services, as in cases of sickness
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and death, had to be supplied. All of these were more 
than enough to engage the ability of a man with 
youth on his side and in the fulness of strength. Mr. 
Forsythe found himself unequal for the task; and 
in August of 1865 the assistance of the Rev’d. A.D. 
Jameson, for many years afterwards the hard
working and successful Rector of Maitland, and 
subsequently Rector of the Parish of St. Anthony, 
Monserat, was obtained. Mr. Jameson remain
ed in the parish about a year, and was diligent in 
building up God’s spiritual temple. The records 
of his work are few; but those which I have come 
across indicate that he went out into the highways 
and hedges and sought the uncared for and the 
straying, that they might be brought within the 
shelter of Christ’s fold. Mr. Jameson would have 
been glad to have worked on in his native diocese, 
but failing health compelled him to seek a warmer 
climate. All who knew him and his work, deeply 
regretted the loss which the diocese sustained by 
his removal.

The Revd. Hugh Williams succeeded Mr. Jam
eson in the Curacy of this parish. He arrived 
from England in Oct. 1866, and at once entered 
upon his duties. Monmouthshire, Wales, was his 
native place, and his fine appearance, his genial 
manners and intrepid manliness did the land of 
his birth no discredit. He was a graduate of Cam
bridge, from which University he held the degree 
of LL. B. His well-developed physique recom-
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mended him for the much-coveted position of a 
seat among'The Cambridge Crew,"and I am cred
ibly informed that at one or more of the great 
annual competitions when he was rowing the Cam
bridge Boat won. He was an excellent preacher, 
and he endeared himself during his ministry here, 
which extended over a period of three and a half 
years, to a large number of the parishioners.

The congregation at the Acadia Iron Mines, 
Londonderry,then a part of this parish,and served 
by its clergyman, had been content to worship for 
years in the School House. A desire for a larger 
building and one better suited for the worship of 
Almighty God impelled them about this time to 
build a church. A suitable piece of ground was 
selected, and the deed of the same given to the 
Church by the Acadian Charcoal Iron Company, 
March 1st, 1866. A pretty, well-finished church 
was erected thereon. It was arranged that, un
til such time as a resident clergyman should be ap
pointed for the Acadia Iron Mines, this church 
should be occupied conjointly with ourselvës for 
public worship by several of the Denominations 
which had established themselves there. This 
privilege they enjoyed until the autumn of 1873, 
when the Rev. F. I. H. Axford became the first res
ident minister with the title of Curate in sole spir
itual charge.

The Church people of the whole of the Northern 
district of Colchester, known as Tatamagouche,
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had always been within the legal boundaries of 
this parish, but never served by its clergy, at all 
events after the appointment of the Rev’d. Charles 
Elliot as first Rector of Pictou, in the year 1830. 
Mr. Elliot’s duties at first extended from Antigo- 
nish West along the whole Northern shore of Nova 
Scotia to New Brunswick. The nearest point of 
this parish in the Tatamagouche district was dis
tant from the town of Pictou, his place of residence, 
about 26 miles. The services in consequence af
forded to the people were of necessity few and far 
between. With the increase of Church people and 
their increasing need of occasional services such 
as baptisms, marriages, burials, and attendance on 
the sick they desired the services of a clergyman 
nearer at hand. On application being made 
to the Bishop, he ordained, and sent as 
first Missionary to River John, J. A. Kaulbach. 
He was ordained Deacon on the 4th Sunday in 
Advent 1864 and took up his residence at River 
John in January, 1865. He was Curate to the 
Rector at Pictou, whose legal parochial boundaries 
extended no further west than the bounds of Pic
tou County, beyond which he could consequently 
grant no spiritual jurisdiction. Mr. Kaulbach, 
however, without any formal leave or license,took 
charge of the whole of Tatamagouche district, and 
appropriated to his own use all the emoluments 
arising therefrom. At the smallest computation 
the church people in that part of his Mission,
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which was really in this parish, could not have 
been fewer than two hundred. The place most 
important, and where most church people at that 
time were resident, was the village of Tatama- 
gouche. The only Church in the Mission was at 
River John,twelve miles distant. After much con
sultation about ways and means, it was determin
ed to build a church at Tatamagouche to accomo
date about 175 worshippers. Through the exer
tions of friends at Charlottetown, Pictou, Halifax, 
Truro, Lunenburg and the hard work of the peo
ple in the Mission itself, two successful bazaars 
were held and the Church was begun in 1866. It 
was finished and ready for consecration in March 
1867.
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CHAPTER III.

MR. KAULBACH AS VICAR

The congregation in Truro had been steadily 
i. growing during the thirty years that had passed 
I since the parish had been constituted, and now 
6 the Church was found too small to accommodate 
1 the increased number of members. This brought 
I about the question of enlarging the Church, a mat- 
I ter of which was first discussed at the Easter meet- 
ï ing, April 22nd, 1867. No definite action was de- 
I cided upon at this time, and the scheme after- 
J wards developed into that for the erection of a 
I new Church.

At the end of April of this year the Rector ar- 
* ranged with the Rev'd. Mr. Williams that he, as 
B his Curate, should take full spiritual charge of the 
I parish, which arrangement received the assent 
I of the parishioners. On the Rector thus resigning 
I the spiritual oversight of the parish the following 
i resolution was unanimously passed at a parish 
J| meeting, as expressive of the feelings of the people:

—“Resolved, that this meeting desires to ex- 
1 press to the Rev’d. Joseph Forsythe, the Rector, 
3 their sincere regret that failing health has obliged 
1 him to relinquish the spiritual charge of this par- 
3 ish, and they take this opportunity to assure him 
3 of their great satisfaction that he is still to remain
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amongst them, and that while the more active 
duties of the parish will devolve upon another they 
will not be deprived of his presence and his coun
sel and advice.”

Allusion has already been made to Wilm. Metz- 
ler and the valuable services he rendered to the 
parish. He was one of the Churchwardens at the 
time of his death in April of this year. At a meet
ing of the Vestry the following resolution was pass
ed:—

i
“Whereas it has pleased Almighty God to re

move by death from our midst our late Church
warden, Wilm.Metzler,Esq.,who was a worthy mem
ber of society, and for the last six years a consistent 
member of this Church contributing liberally of 
his time and substance towards its support, and 
although the Church’s loss is small compared with 
that of his family, still it is the duty of both alike 
to bow with humble submission to the Divine will. 
Therefore resolved that this Vestry while it deeply 
sympathizes with the family of deceased in this 
their sad bereavement, firmly believes that the loss 
we now deplore is his unspeakably great gain.”

In a letter to the Rector which I find recorded 
in the parish Books our late Bishop speaks thus 
respecting the subject of the foregoing resolution 
“I have already expressed to you my sense of the 
value of Mr. Metzler’s service to the Church; but
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I hope that you have many others able and willing 
to fill his place.”

Another extract from the same letter will reveal 
to you the high esteem in which the Bishop (him
self a capital financier) held the Revd. Mr. For
sythe, for his able management of the funds of this 
parish.

“Having learned from you that you are prepar
ed to hand over to your assistant at Truro both 
the Parsonage and all emoluments derived from 
the parish, I have to acknowledge with thankful
ness this additional proof of your deep interest in 
the welfare of the people committed to your care 
by the great Head of the Church. The present 
amount of endowment is in a great measure owing 
to your fostering care, and you might fairly have 
expected to reap the benefit of the accumulation. 
But since God has been pleased to deprive you of 
your former strength, you are now manifesting 
your anxiety to enable the parishioners to provide 
for themselves more frequent and regular minis
trations than you are able to provide.”

The years 1868 and 1869 were far, I believe, from 
being uneventful, but little of general interest is 
recorded in the parish books. I learn from them, 
however, that the Curate, the Rev. Mr. Williams 
resigned the sole spiritual charge, and that a meet
ing was called in Aug. 1869, to elect his successor. 
The congregation at Acadia Mines wrote refusing
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to vote in the matter or to contribute toward the 
stipend of a new Curate. This being so, Mr. Wil- ! 
Hams was asked to remain until a more convenient 
time for making the necessary arrangements con
nected with his departure. This he assented to, 
and conducted the services until he left for Eng
land in May, 1870.

Mr. Williams made for himself many friends 
during the comparatively short period of his min- ! 
istry here, by whom his removal was deeply re
gretted. Neither Mr. nor Mrs. Williams long en
joyed the loveliness of their old home or the com
panionship of their old friends, for in two or three 
years after their return the Angel of Death sum
moned them both to the land of spirits. They were 
both young, and both looked as though they might 
live to a good old age. Their early deaths warn 
us that in the midst of youth and health the sum
mons may at any moment come, "Arise, and de
part hence, for this is not your rest.”

And now I must ask you to bear with me while 
I say word or two respecting myself.

About the time that Mr. Williams left for Eng
land I was asked by the Rector whether I would ac
cept the Curacy in sole spiritual charge of this par
ish. I refused to take on myself the onus of de
ciding this important question, and left the whole 
matter unreservedly to the decision of the Bishop. 
He thought it wise that I should come, and I, very
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happy in my former charge, with many regrets 
gave it up, and accepted with much self-distrust 
the position offered to me. I began my residence 
on Sept.3rd, 1870,since which time my ecclesiastical 
status has remained unchanged with this excep
tion,that by Power of Attorney given to me by the 
Rector, bearing date the 4th of Oct., 1871, I be
came acting Rector or what is commonly called, 
though not quite accurately, Vicar. *

May I be allowed further to say that I do not 
regret the change which I feel that God in His good 
providence made in sending me here. I think I 
see His hand guiding us during all these years. If 
it is really His hand and not our own self-will, then 
we may feel comfortable and at rest, no matter in 
what apparent difficulties we may be placed; for 
we may feel sure that the way of His choosing, 
though rough, is the right way. I do regret, how
ever, that my ability corresponds so little with the 
work to be done, and my wishes respecting the 
efficient discharge of my duties. I may here be 
allowed to express my thankfulness for the kind
ness which during all these years you have shown 
me, and for your too high appreciation of my im
perfect services. Eighteen years of many tender 
associations, for I have been with you in your joys 
and in your sorrows, have struck their roots deep

♦Mr. Forsythe died in 1903, and on March 14th, 1904, Archdeacon 
Kaulbach was inducted Rector.
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into my heart, and these no change of time or 
place can uproot.

As we look over the past, may we not say, 
“Hitherto hath the Lord helped us”? May He 
bless us abundantly for the work which lies ahead. 
The past supplies us with many and great encour
agements for still pressing on. May none of us 
grow weary in well-doing. I know we love this 
House of God. I know that the glorious old ser
vices in which we worship the Lord God of our 
fathers, and in which multitudes of the faithful 
now at rest in Paradise have joined, are very dear 
to us. May they be the means of preparing us 
more and more as living stones for a place in the 
House not made with hands, eternal in the heav
ens. For this great end, and for the glory of God, 
may peace be within these walls, and from them 
may we carry peace to our homes, and may the 
peace of God which passeth all understanding 
keep our hearts and minds through the Christ 
Jesus.

■
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CHAPTER IV.

Plans for a New Church

The conclusion of the last chapter, brought us 
down to the date of my coming here as Curate in 
sole spiritual charge, September 3rd, 1870. As I 
must be more or less connected from this date 
downward with all the events, which I may deem 
it desirable to narrate, I naturally shrink from un
dertaking the work; and would rather that an
other’s pen should record them. But he who may 
follow me in the incumbency of the parish would 
labour (should he ever undertake a work of this 
sort) under disadvantages similar to those which 
obstructed my course in dealing with times pre
ceding my own. He would know little, or nothing, 
about them, and from the paucity of documentary 
evidence respecting them would have to depend 
very largely upon the uncertain memories of the 
comparatively few who outlive their^generation. 
I am beginning this chapter at a period between 
which and the present nearly twenty years have 
elapsed. Those of you who can look back to that 
time, and compare this congregation then with 
what it is now, and can see how vastly changed 
it is in its membership. Those who were then old 
have all passed away, the middle aged have taken 
the places of the old, and the youth, free from
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cares of that day, are now bearing the burden and 
heat of this. With these rapid changes, the re
membrance of the past becomes more and more 
obliterated; and as the actors in past events be
come fewer the difficulty of securing an accurate 
account of them increases. To give a true state
ment of some facts, which will doubtless be of in
terest to those who succeed us as parishioners of 
St. John’s Church, and to rescue some other facts, 
less important, but still interesting, from oblivion 
even in the near future, I have considered it wise 
that I should continue this little history, even into 
my own time, and give to you and those who fol
low us a chronicle of events, which, while another 
could easily give with far better literary finish, he 
possibly might not give with the same accuracy.

At a vestry meeting held November 7th, 
1870, it was resolved to divide the pasture ground 
belonging to the Rectory into building lots. To 
do this to the best advantage it was desirable that 
a street should be run through the field. This was 
done, and the street named Victoria. The lots 
were readily disposed of at what was then consid
ered a fair price. Could the rapid growth of the 
town have been foreseen, the Vestry doubtless 
would have held those lots, and at any time subse
quently could have obtained for them a far larger 
price. So few then were the buildings of any sort 
in that part of the town, that from the windows of
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the Rectory the railway trains could be seen 
when emerging from the hills,where our cemetery 
now is, until they passed behind the buildings at 
the crossing on Young Street. This pasture 
ground extended from Pleasant Street east along 
both sides of Victoria Street to the street now con
necting Muir Street with Victoria.

The enlargement of the church was a subject 
which had been engaging the attention of the con
gregation for some time. All the pews, with the 
exception of two, were appropriated. A good 
many people, who claimed the church as their 
spiritual mother, assembled but seldom with the 
congregation for public worship; and they made 
“no room” the excuse for remaining away. More
over, several people from abroad who came here to 
reside, and who were nominally church people, but 
whose churchmanship must have sat very loosely 
on them, shook it off, and made “no room” the 
reason for their joining one or other of the denom
inations. The church really did need enlarging. 
But if the congregation generally had shown more 
courteous consideration for strangers, and with 
kind looks had welcomed them, instead of keep
ing their pew-doors closed, there might have been 
a little crowding, but room enough at that time 
for those who on ordinary occasions wished to at
tend church. I heard of a lady who coming late 
and finding her pew occupied asked the occupant 
or occupants to find seats elsewhere. A true wo-
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man, to say nothing of a Christian woman, would 
not have done this. Does not an act like this 
make us feel how entirely out of harmony with 
Christian principles are owned, or rented seats? 
I shall hail with delight the day when we can de
clare this House of God free. “To the poor the 
Gospel is preached.” Rented seats, are in most 
cases a melancholy contradiction to this. *

Increased room being felt to be a pressing 
need, a Parish meeting was held January 11th, 
1871, for the consideration of the subject. The 
question of making an addition to the existing 
fabric gradually gave way to that of building a 
new one, which received the unanimous concur
rence of the assembled parishioners. The Bishop 
had encouraged the latter project by promising to 
appropriate $100.00 of the late Wm. Metzler’s 
bequest toward the building of a new church. 
$1200.00 from the sale of building lots on Pleasant 
and Victoria Streets were voted for the same pur
pose. The meeting however prudently resolved 
that until $4000.00, about one-third of the esti
mated cost of the proposed new church, were as
sured as a commencement,the work of the build
ing should not be begun.

The Rector, the Revd. J. Forsythe, having 
determined on moving from the parish to Liver
pool, N. S., the Bishop assenting thereto, he de-

•See pages 44, 46 and 74-76.



PLANS FOR NEW CHURCH. 43

livered his farewell address to the congregation 
the evening of Sunday, October 8th, 1871, and 
took his departure during that week. In conse
quence of the Rector becoming non-resident it was 
necessary that the clergyman in charge of the 
parish should receive from him power of Attorney, 
whereby he might legally act in his stead, enjoy 
all the privileges which he as Rector is entitled to 
enjoy, and to perform all and every act which he, 
as Rector, if present, might legally do and per
form. This power of Attorney was given to me. 
It was submitted to a meeting of the parishioners, 
held October 19th, 1871, at which it received their 
concurrence. The Rector, after the death of his 
wife and youngest daughter left this province to 
reside with his surviving daughter, the wife of 
Rev.Gideon W.Metzler.in the province of Ontario.

Several circumstances operated against carry
ing into effect at once the resolution to build a new 
Church. Prospects having improved somewhat, 
a parish meeting was held on January 8th, 1872,at 
which was determined to begin the new church 
as soon as plans for the same should be decided on. 
For carrying out the wishes of the congregation 
in this matter the following men were appointed 
to act as a building committee:—H. B. Prince, Dr. 
D. H. Muir, G. H. Ross, G. Clish, and T. Brewers.

To settle on a plan after which the new church 
should be built was one of the chief difficulties we 
had to contend with at this time. We had
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not a large sum where with to begin oper
ations, and we had neither a large nor wealthy 
congregation from which to draw. It was not 
easy to make plans and wishes for a handsome 
church agree with the money in hand, or in pros
pect. Several meetings were called and several 
plans were submitted discussed at great length, 
when at the Easter meeting held April 1st, 1872, 
the difficulty was overcome by passing the follow
ing resolution.

“That the matter of building a Church be 
left in the hands of the building Committee, who 
shall exercise their judgment as respects a suitable 
and economical building for the wants of the par
ish as nearly as have been ascertained.”

The meeting had previously instructed the 
building Committee that any plan adopted should 
have the Chancel sufficiently large for the acco
modation of choir and organ. We have only to 
look around us, and as things have turned out, 
I am sure we must all say that the Church was 
wise in adopting the foregoing resolution.

At this Easter meeting at 1872 one of the most 
important resolutions to be found in the records 
of this parish was passed, whereby pew rents were 
abolished and the offertory system with free pews 
was affirmed. This was acted on during all our 
subsequent occupancy of the old Church with 
pleasant, peaceful, and profitable results. To Be
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sure there was the old fear expressed that the re
venue would be diminished; but those fears were 
never realized. On the other hand, we had, dur
ing all that time, a larger and steadily increasing 
offertory. We began this new Church with the 
hope and expectation that the same principle 
would be carried out here. In fact, as some of us 
are aware, several subscriptions were given on the 
understanding that such would be the case. How
ever, so great were our necessities that we were 
compelled to depart from it for a while; but only 
for a while, and against our will and sense of right 
we were compelled to make a money-distinction be
tween those who worship God in His Holy House, 
a distinction which God Himself does not recog
nize, I may go further, and say, which is offen
sive to Him. But those who may be spared to 
the end of the next six years (I trust that it 
may be sooner) will again, if God’s Spirit be stir
ring in the breasts of our people, see this principle, 
which in this matter is the only Scriptural princi
ple, again affirmed, and every child of our Heaven
ly Father, no matter what his circumstances in 
life may be, welcome in any place in His holy 
House, and rich and poor alike recognized as 
equals in his sight, and receiving in equal measure 
the good things of His bestowal. “My House 
shall be called the House of prayer for all people.”

At this Easter meeting, Mr. Gordon Ross 
tendered his resignation as a member of the build-
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ing committee, and Wilm. Hazen, C. E., accepted 
the appointment in his stead. This committee 
had been constituted with power of adding to its 
numbers, which power they exercised about this 
time in electing W. H. Tremaine, C. E., to a place 
among themselves.

At a Vestry meeting, held Nov. 12th, 1872, 
it was decided to dispose of the Sunday School 
House, which used to stand at the north-west cor
ner of this lot. It was sold to H. B. Prince, who 
moved it to the corner of the Railway Esplan
ade and Outram Street, where as a shop it still 
stands.

Until Londonderry was provided with a resi
dent clergyman, it was part of the duty of the 
priest in charge here to hold services every fourth 
Sunday in the Church at Acadia Iron Mines. Af
ter the removal of the Rector, this could only be 
done at great loss to the congregation worshipping 
in the Parish Church. Unwilling that the Church 
should be closed, several laymen, Geo. Reading, 
Esq., H. B. Prince, Wilm. Hazen, C. E., and W. H. 
Tremaine, C. E., conducted the services and read 
sermons. Towards the close of 1872 the Bishop 
kindly induced the Revd. Mr. Matthew to supply 
the incumbent’s place on the Sundays on whici 
he was absent at the Mines. He did good ani 
acceptable service to the congregation for nearlj 
a year and when his services were about beini 
discontinued refused to receive even as much re
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numeration as would have covered his travelling 
expenses. His removal to England was the cause 
of these valuable services being discontinued.

With the rapid growth of the population and 
the increased number of burials, the congregation 
began to feel that it was scarcely right to continue 
using the Churchyard, situated as it is in the mid
dle of the town, for interments. Therefore the 
propriety of purchasing a new Cemetery began to 
be discussed and at the Vestry meeting of Nov. 
12th, 1872, a committee, consisting of Messrs. 
J. D. Ross, Thos.Mayo and Dr. D. H. Muir, was 
appointed to look out a piece of ground suitable 
for the purpose. Their labours resulted in the 
selection of our present well-situated and excel
lent Cemetery, bought a year and a few months 
after this date from the late Samuel Rettie, Esq. 
Whereupon this one surrounding the Church was, 
by resolution of the Vestry, closed.



48 HISTORY OF ST. JOHN’S CHURCH.

V y

CHAPTER V.
Laying the Foundation Stone

On the 15th April, 1873, the first actual work 
towards building the new Church was begun. On 
that day the old Church was moved from this spot, 
where it had previously stood, to the south-west 
angle of the Churchyard. In its new position it 
continued to be used for Divine Service until the 
new church was ready for use, a date much further 
off than the congregation at this time considered 
probable.

Much and careful consideration was given by 
the Building Committee to the selection of a suit
able plan; and the material of which the new 
Church was to be build was anxiously debated. 
At last both were settled, the excavation for the 
stone Church was begun immediately after the 
old one was removed, and the work of building 
was carried on vigorously during the whole of that 
season.

It was towards the close of the summer of 
1873 that the incumbent was relieved of the duties 
which hitherto he was required to perform in the 
Londonderry portion of the parish. For some 
time he had been looking for a clergyman who 
would consent to begin work there as Curate in 
sole spiritual charge, and as the first resident min
ister. The fluctuating character of the work at
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the Mines did not render the prospects for a clergy
man bright and one who had a wife and children 
dependent on him naturally shrank from making 
the venture. However the Rev. F. J. H. Axford 
was, after considerable hesitation, induced to ac
cept the position. He laid a good foundation, on 
which his successor Revd. V. E. Harris built that 
which, let us hope,may be an enduring fabric.

On Thursday, Oct. 16th, 1873, everything 
was in readiness for laying the corner stone of the 
new Church. It was one of our delightful autumn 
days and that if possible increased the brightness of 
our spirits. The Services of the day began with 
Holy Communion at 7.30 A. M. at which the late 
Dean Bullock was celebrant. Matins were said 
at 11 A. M. at which service the Revd. A. J. Town- 
end, Garrison Chaplain, Halifax, preached. Ilis 
sermon a most eloquent and stirring one, was from 
the words, “This is none other than the House of 
God, and this is the gate of Heaven.” At its con
clusion the Architect and Church wardens, follow
ed by the the very Revd. the Dean, Revds. Canon 
Cochran, T. Maynard, R. Warren, A. J. Townend, 
C. Bowman, W. J. Ancient, R. Hain, F. J. H. Ax
ford, and J. A. Kaulbach marched in procession 
to the site of the new Church. A pretty Gothic 
arch had been erected over the spot in which the 
corner stone was to be laid, bearing a large illumin
ated text, “Glory to God in the Highest,” with 
monograms on either side: and over all there wav-
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ed many flags. Beside those already mentioned 
and the parish corporation, there were present as 
many of the parishioners as could attend and a 
large number of our fellow townspeople.

When all was in readiness the Revd. J. A. 
Kaulbach read the following, which was engrossed 
on parchment;—

“Diocese of Nova Scotia, Parish of St. John, 
Truro, County of Colchester, Oct. 16th, 1873.”

“The proposed new Church, the Corner-stone 
of which we are about to lay, will occupy the site 
pf the old wooden one which has been moved in 
order to make room for the new. The old build
ing, the first and only Church of the Anglican 
Communion hitherto built in this town, is, as you 
may perceive, of no mean appearance, and was, 
doubtless, considered of large and fair proportions 
for many years after its erection. It was built 
A. D. 1821, four or five years after the Revd. John 
Burnyeat came from England to take charge as its 
first missionary of a large portion of this northern 
part of Nova Scotia and the eastern part of New 
Brunswick.”

“Considering how few and poor the inhabi
tants of this province were at that time, and how 
few Church people settled in this neighbourhood, 
the building of such a church,comfortably accom
odating about 240 worshippers, must have been 
a very great undertaking. Their praiseworthy 
efforts were rewarded, however, after the lapse of
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a few years, by the completion of the fabric; and 
it remained for a long while the best building 
of the sort within a radius of many miles. It was 
consecrated by John Inglis, D. D., Lord Bishop 
of the Diocese, in November, 1825, and dedicated 
to the Holy Evangelist St. John. For about 22 
years the Revd. John Burnyeat conducted in this 
church the public worship of God. Previous to 
its erection Divine service was held in the old Court 
House. It was during the incumbency of the first 
Rector, and in the year 1835, that in answer to the 
petition of the minister and other members of the 
Church with the approval and recommendation of 
the Lord Bishop of the Diocese, the Governor in 
Council defined the limits of this parish and reduced 
it to, and made it co-extensive with, the district 
of Colchester. These are still its legal boundaries. 
But within these, beside the clergyman resident 
here, there are now two others, living respectively 
at Lower Stewiacke and at the Londonderry Iron 
Mines, who relieve the clergyman at Truro, of the 
working of a large part of the parish. After the 
death of the Revd. John Burnyeat in the year 
1843 the Rev. Thomas Cole Leaver became Rec
tor and faithfully did his Master’s work for a per
iod of 15 years, when at his death in March of 
1858 he was succeeded by the Revd. Joseph For
sythe,who remained in charge till 1870, when the 
Revd. J. A. Kaulbach became Curate in sole spir
itual charge, and upon the removal of the Rector,
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in the following year, became Vicar of the parish. 
The Rev. Thomas C. Leaver toward the close of 
his ministry was assisted by the Revd.John Dixon, 
and subsequently by the Revd. Joseph Forsythe. 
During the last five years of the active duties in 
this parish of the present Rector he was assisted 
for one year by the Revd. A. D. Jameson and for 
four years by the Revd. Hugh Williams. All these 
have within the walls of the old Church set forth 
God’s way of salvation and administered His Sac
raments. Two of them, with many souls to whom 
they ministered, have passed away and now the 
old Church itself is showing signs of decay. There
fore in consequence of this, and of the increase of 
the congregation, and of the rapid growth of the 
town, it has been deemed advisable to replace the 
old Church by another which will be much larger, 

^and constructed of more durable material. It was 
designed by Mr. Thomas, an architect living in 
Montreal; but not being in size exactly what we 
wanted, it was altered to suit our requirements 
by W. H. Tremaine, C.E.,who is also superintend
ing its erection. His aim is to make it a thorough
ly church-like structure, and in every way fitted 
for its sacred purpose.”

“After the Building Committee hadsecured by 
subscriptions,etc.,about $4000.00—for a large por
tion of which we are indebted to the exertions of 
the women of the parish—they considered them
selves warranted in commencing the work; and
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we entertain hopes that by the end of another 
summer the Church may be so far completed as 
to be ready for occupation. But this can only be 
accomplished by the congregation working heartily 
together, and by our appeals for further contribu
tions being liberally responded to.”

“It is no part of our design to build a highly 
decorated Church. We desire, however, to make 
it thoroughly Churchlike, and, as far as we are 
able, suitable for the worship of Almighty God. 
But what we most earnestly desire is that in this 
new Church, the Corner-stone of which will pre
sently be laid, there may always be a living, loving 
voice to declare God’s way of truth, and holy, ear
nest men to administer His Sacraments; that the 
souls and consciences of the people may be stirred, 
the faithful edified, and become what art and man's 
device can never make them, but what they may 
become in the hands of the Heavenly Architect, 
living, polished stones in His spiritual temple.”

The various clergymen present, together with 
the architect, the Churchwardens, Sheriff Blan
chard and others then added their signatures, af- 

I ter which the parchment was folded, and with a 
I copy of Belcher’s Almanac for 1873, of the Church 
| Chronicle, “The Colchester Sun,” the Diocesan 
I Report for 1872, the special service used on the 
I occasion, a twenty-five cent Dominion Bill, pieces 
I representing all the silver and copper coins of the
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Dominion, some Newfoundland currency and oth
er species, was placed in a glass bottle, which was 
soldered in a metal case by Mr. John Nolan, and 
then deposited by the Vicar in the place prepared 
for it in the stone.

The ceremony of laying the Corner-stone then 
began. The Revd. Dr. Warren read the first part 
of the service. The Dean then spread the mortar, 
assisted in lowering the stone to its place, in a 
very workmanlike manner applied the square and 
level, after which he pronounced the words,—

“To the glory of God and in the faith of Jesus 
Christ we place this corner-stone, in the Name of 
God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Ghost. Amen.”

At the name of the Blessed Trinity he thrice 
struck the stone, and then returned the tools into 
the hands of the Architect, at the same time in
voking a blessing on the undertaking. A hymn 
was then heartily sung by the choir and many 
others present; after which the concluding prayers 
of the service were said by the Dean. He then 
mounted the stone and appropriately addressed 
the assembly in words of great earnestness. He 
was followed by Canon Cochran, who made a short 
and pleasing speech, at the close of which the 
Dean pronounced the Benediction. It was a de
lightsome service, which all enjoyed. At its con
clusion the visiting clergy dined at the Rectory,
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and several pleasant speeches were made there in 
reference to the event of the day.

At evening the Church was again crowded. 
The Revd. W. J. Ancient preached an earnest, 
helpful sermon. The offertory for the building 
fund amounted to $65.00. Thus the work of build
ing this beautiful fabric was most auspiciously 
begun and as we look back over our work, may we 
not thankfully say, “Hitherto hath the Lord help
ed us”?
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CHAPTER VI.

Seeking Help from the United States

I closed the last chapter with an account of 
the ceremonies accompanying the laying of the 
corner stone of this Church, in the autumn of 1873. 
Shortly after this, the work of building was sus
pended for the winter. A good advance in the 
construction had been made. The foundations 
all round had more than appeared above ground, 
and foretold the goodly proportions of the growing 
structure. Encouragement filled the breasts of 
every one, and all worked willingly during the 
winter to augment as much as possible the building 
fund against the resumption of operations in the 
following spring.

It was in the autumn of 1873 that the Revd. 
Fred I. H. Axford became resident clergyman m 
and took sole spiritual charge of that portion of 
the parish now forming the separate parish of Lon
donderry. This was a great relief to the Vicar, 
who previously was constrained to be absent one 
Sunday in four from Truro, when the work was 
even then sufficient to require his undivided at
tention. Sometimes the needs of Londonderry 
were such as to necessitate his remaining there for 
several days together ;during which it occurred not 
unfreq'uently that such occasional services as sick-
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calls, marriages, and private baptisms in this part 
of the parish could not be attended to. During 
those absences of the Vicar on Sunday, when the 
services of a clergyman could not be obtained, 
George Reading, H. B. Prince, Wilm. Hazen and 
W. H. Tremaine would take the services and read 
sermons. Like the brotherhood of St. Andrew 
now, they were glad to give their time and lend 
their talents for the Church’s work.

Nothing of note occurred during 1874 beyond 
the prosecution of the work of building the new 
Church. This had advanced a good stage; so 
that, at the conclusion of the building season in the 
autumn, the walls had risen to about half the in
tended height. No favourable opportunity for 
increasing the building fund was allowed to pass 
unimproved. This may also be stated of all the 
years which intervened between the time when it 
was vesolved to build a new Church, and the day 
on which the last dollar of indebtedness was paid 
off.

It having been deemed advisable in the in
terests of the health of this growing town to close 
against interments the burial-ground surrounding 
the Church, a committee at a parish meeting was 
appointed to select a good spot for a new cemetery. 
They took great care in making their choice. 
On their recommendation of the Rettie lot it 
was purchased. Their wisdom in making this sel
ection has ever since been manifest. We have for
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burial purposes the best soil conceivable and in 
one of the prettiest situations in this neighbour
hood. It was consecrated by his lordship Bishop 
Binney in June, 1875. In this service Dr. Fan- 
quier, first bishop of Algoma took part. His lord- 
ship happened to be here in the interests of his 
extensive Missionary jurisdiction, and was pleased 
to take part with our bishop in the solemn rite.

During this visit of our bishop to the parish 
the burial-ground at Salmon River, Kemptown, 
conveyed to the corporation by Wilm.Richardson 
ahd Elizabeth his wife, was consecrated.

It was in this year that the building lot, west 
of the parsonage, was sold to Lucius Dickson for 
$800.00.

The work of the building progressed rapidly 
during this year, so that, at the close of operations 
in the autumn, the walls of the Church were finish
ed, with the exception of the west gable, which 
lacked about fifteen feet of its full height. Upon 
the structure up to this time there had been ex
pended about $15,000, of this large sum several 
thousand dollars had been borrowed. As the con
gregation was then not nearly so large, or so well 
off, as at present, it was considered prudent to stay 
all building operations until such time as the debt 
was greatly lessened, or entirely paid off. This 
undertaking engaged our best energies for no fewer 
than three years, so that the hammer of the work-
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man was not heard again upon these walls till 1879 
when the west gable and the roof were finished.

In March, 1876,the Revd. Richard J. Uniacke, 
son of the Rector of Sydney, C. B.,became curate 
in sole spiritual charge of Stewiacke, where he con
tinued his ministrations till his election to the rec
torship of Sackville, N. B.

In 1876 that part of the parish known as the 
district of Sterling was separated to form with 
River John in the parish of Pictou a district parish.

Also in this year the lot of land situated north 
of Salmon River and lying west of the Railway, on 
the road leading to Bible Hill, was sold to Jas. 
Little for the sum of $800.00.

On the last day of April, 1876, the Vicar left 
for the United States to make a personal appeal 
for help towards finishing the new Church. He 
was there for nearly two months during which he 
visited the most important cities in several of the 
eastern dioceses, and on his return made the fol
lowing report to the congregation :—

I feel desirous, my brethren, on this our first 
assembling together since my return from the 
United States, to say something concerning the 
work which I undertook in behalf of the building- 
fund of our new Church. You have doubtless heard 
how almost entirely unsuccessful I have been in 
my appeals to our brethren of the sister Church, 
not from any unwillingness on their part to help
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us in our needs; but in almost every case, do I be
lieve, where I met with a refusal, from their in
ability to give. Knowing that the wealth of the 
neighbouring Republic is very great, and judging 
from the costly display of dress, of equipage and 
jewels which meets one’s eyes continually in the 
parks and streets of all the larger cities one might 
suppose that to collect such a sum as would enable 
us to prosecute our work, and bring it to that stage 
of completion which is so des'.rable, would not be 
a matter of very great difficulty. And so thought 
J, until numberless refusals, and whole days of 
entire unsuccess, compelled me to alter my opin
ion. When some of you urged upon me the under
taking of this work, you will remember that I 
shrank from it, not from any idea however that 
nothing was to be done, but that I was not the one 
to do it. This I felt very strongly, and not until 
I saw that no one else was likely to undertake the 
work did I give my reluctant consent to enter up
on it. It is true that our own Bishop and several 
other men, far better acquainted with the present 
great, and I suppose I may say universal finan
cial depression,and with the usual result at such 
times of efforts like that which I had in hand, pro
phesied failure; but our pressing needs urged me to 
set out, and I determined that the mere prospect 
of failure should not debar me, and that I would 
work hoping for success, and would not adopt the 
belief that nothing just now was to be done, until
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compelled by force of circumstances to do so. I 
am not unwilling to believe that some one else, 
better suited for work of this sort than I, would 
have accomplished more, but I really think they 
would not have been successful to a very much 
greater extent.

At New York after I had obtained from the 
Bishop, Dr. Dix, rector of Trinity, and Mr. Ed
ward Archibald, British Consul General, letters 
commending my cause to favorable consideration, 
I worked hard, applying to those whose names I 
had received from one source and another,and who 
were represented as persons amongst the most 
able and willing to give. But with the exception 
of subscriptions from Drs. Dix, and Ogilby, both 
clergymen of Trinity Church, for several days I 
obtained nothing. The replies which I usually re
ceived were something like this,—“You have come 
at a very bad time. Calls upon us of this sort 
are innumerable—many more than we can respond 
to, some from people in a worse state than you are 
and many of them with far stronger claims upon 
us than you have. We are sorry we can't give, 
but to do so just now, when we are able to give so 
so much less than we have been accustomed to 
give to religious and charitable objects would be 
an injustice to our own clergy, our Church and her 
institutions, many of which are languishing from 
lack of funds.”

To be sure to answers of this sort I could make
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no reply, other than a simple assent to the justice 
of their remarks, with the assurance however 
(when I thought something might be effected there
by) that a small contribution would be acceptable 
and most gratefully received. But in fact I al
ways felt thankful even where I received nothing, 
when they granted me a patient hearing and (as I 
certainly received in almost every instance) a kind 
reception. Only in two or three cases was I treat
ed at all uncivilly, and this from men in the midst 
of business, and perhaps worried by it, and, with 
one exception, not of our communion. I cannot 
here refrain from bearing testimony to the very 
great kindness which I received from all the Amer
ican Bishops and clergy upon whom I called. 
Every one expressed a very deep interest in the 
Church and her work in this part of the Lord's 
vineyard, a great deal of sympathy with us in our 
present struggles, and the earnest hope, notwith
standing the little they could say or do for my en
couragement, that my efforts might be abundant
ly successful. I trust that I may never forget 
their friendliness and brotherly kindness, and that 
I may show my appreciation thereof and 
gratitude therefor whenever opportunities offers.

From none, however, except from the Bishop 
of New York and Dr. Dix, did I receive letters re
commending our case to the favorable considera
tion of their people; and even they gave them with 
much reluctance, in consequence as they told me,
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of the almost continuous demands of a similar 
sort upon them and upon their people, and in con
sequence of the frequent appeals they themselves 
were constrained by the hard times to make, in 
support of their own institutions, to those of their 
congregations who were able to give. The Bishop in 
his letter said:—“Though very unwilling to add 
to the claims already pressing upon our people, 
I cannot refuse to commend Mr.Kaulbach’s inter
esting cause to your consideration. I earnestly 
hope he may be successful in obtaining the aid 
which is so important to his flock and to the inter
ests of religion.” Dr. Dix wrote;—“In view of the 
peculiar circumstances of the case, I write in 
recommending the Revd. Mr. Kaulbach to mem
bers of our Church in this city, and in saying what 
the Bishop of New York and Mr. Archibald have 
already said, that his cause is an interesting one, 
and that I hope he may be successful in his present 
somewhat difficult and embarassing undertaking.”

After the Bishop had given me the letter above 
referred to, he told me that he had that very morn
ing refused to do for a clergyman of their own 
Church, what he had done for me; and both he 
and Dr. Dix said that though they had given me 
those letters they would be surprised if I met at 
this time of financial stagnation with any success.

I must confess that these discouragements 
were not without their depressing effect; but in 
spite of this I went about my work and was un-
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willing to learn, even by days in which I re
ceived one unfavorable response after another, that 
I would be unable to obtain a sum representing 
even the minimum of my expectations. But the 
truth—a sad one to me—that such would really be 
the case in New York was at last forced upon me, 
and so I turned towards Baltimore, where the 
Church is strong, and where I hoped that my ap
peals might meet with a more favorable and ready 
response. But there I was doomed to meet with 
the very severest disappointment. The Bishop 
could not in justice to his own clergy and peo
ple give me a written recommendation; and 
the clergy themselves and one of the most 
prominent laymen there strongly discouraged my 
making any attempt. Their Diocesan fund,from 
which, I fancy, as with us, the clergy in 
parts of the Diocese are largely paid, was at that 
time $5000 short, and, as a matter of course, every 
effort was being made to augment it. Moreover 
Dr. Riley, the great Mexican Missionary, was at 
that time there speaking every day of the week 
in one or other of the churches in behalf of his own 
'special work, and for this collectors were at the 
same time doing what they could. I saw there
fore at once,that as the Mexican is peculiarly a 
mission of the American Church, and at present 
in very great and immediate need, that I must re
linquish all hope of being able to do anything there 
for ourselves.
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I next went to Philadelphia and called upon 
two of the clergy and conferred with a layman, 
to whom I had been recommended, concerning 
my work, but I was strongly dissuaded from un
dertaking it, in consequence of every one giving 
all the time and money they could afford to the 
Centennial Exhibition and moreover because of 
the apprehension, very generally entertained, that 
the Exhibition from a financial point of view would 
not be a success and that the inhabitants who had 
already given largely to itS funds would have at 
the close to give very largely again.

Consequently I attempted nothing there, and 
coming on to Newark I called upon Bishop Oden- 
heimer, who in the most kindly way said that at 
this time of extreme depression and of their own 
pressing needs he could give me no encouragement. 
Such being the case I passed on, feeling that to 
ask for any thing there would have been manifest
ing a want of consideration for others, perhaps in 
as great need as ourselves and who had the first 
claim upon the purses of the wealthy.

With the feelings of one who has been almost 
entirely unsuccessful I returned again to New 
York,resolved that,as-I had those letters which be
fore had done me some service, I would try there 
again, and for two long days I laboured without 
getting anything. Whereupon I determined to 
take passage by the next evening’s boat for Bos
ton. That same evening, however, in answer to a
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letter to a clergyman, whose acquaintance I had 
made, and who had himself been engaged a few 
years previously in a similar work in that city I 
received a few hints upon which I acted next 
day, receiving as the reward of my day’s labour 
$70.00.

At Boston I failed in obtaining a letter from 
the Bishop. He told me that the day before at 
some Diocesan meeting they had received no few
er than forty most pressing appeals from parishes in 
the very greatest need, and in justice to his own 
clergy and people he could not give me a letter 

1 recommending our cause. As a matter of course 
I felt greatly disappointed, for I had been reckoning 
largely upon doing something at Boston; and 
unwilling to give up this which I considered my 
last chance, I asked whether it would be agreeable 
to him for me to work independently of his writ
ten recommendation, to which he cheerfully re
plied, “Most so,” and wished me every success. 
Whereupon I again set about my work and day 
after day received nothing, having obtained as the 
result of all my labours there, two subscriptions 
amounting together to $2.50. Judging from the 
representations made to me, I believe that Mass
achusetts has suffered more during this prolonged 
financial crisis than perhaps any other State in 
the Republic.

Before beginning my work at New York I 
was strongly recommended by the British Consul
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General and others not to undertake it just then, 
but to wait for some more favorable opportunity. 
They told me of several persons who had come 
there on errands similar to my own and had almost 
entirely failed, and particularly of one clergyman 
from the West who had not received sufficient to 
carry him back again to his own home. 
To show how numerous and from how wide a 
field applications of this sort are being made in 
large cities, I may mention that beside the Mexi
can Missionary, Dr. Riley, having come East to 
seek by personal application for help, there was a 
clergyman from the Dominion, from Winnipeg, 
in New York at the same time with myself and on 
a like errand.

I need scarcely say, my brethren, how sadly 
disappointed I feel at the poor result of my efforts. 
I was hoping to have done much, and as a conse
quence to have seen our new Church finished dur
ing the summer. That we may still be able to do 
that which is necessary for the complete protection 
of the work already done from the action of the 
weather, I sincerely trust.”

The Vicar was able to hand to the building 
committee $100.00 as the result of the effort made 
by him on behalf of the new church. What was 
received in excess of this sum did not fully meet 
his personal expenses.
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For the next three years the work of building 
was stayed. The reduction of the debt by our 
own efforts was sufficient to engage the whole at
tention of the congregation. Great were the ex
ertions which had to be made. Many were the 
difficulties with which we had to contend and all 
are still fresh in the memories of those who were 
in the thick of the struggle. Lectures, concerts, 
bazaars were freely resorted to. Some of our 
friends at a distance extended kind and liberal 
assistance. Hope was maintained and effort 
strengthened by the gradual shrinkage of our 
heavy burden. One of our most helpful friends 
outside the parish was the Revd. A. J. Townend, 
Chaplain to her Majesty’s Forces at Halifax, who 
on several occasions lectured on our behalf. His 
lectures were always popular,and the financial re
sults large. After one delivered at Halifax for our 
benefit the following resolution was unanimously 
passed at a parish meeting held March 10th, 1880: 
“The Vicar, Wardens, Vestry and parishioners of 
St. John’s Church, Truro, desire hereby to convey 
to the Revd. A. J. Townend an expression of their 
warmest thanks for the interest he has always 
shown in the building of their new Church, and 
more particularly for his last effort made March 
2nd in their behalf, whereby the handsome sum of 
.$86.00 was added to the building fund.’’

By the summer of 1879 we had so far met our 
liabilities as to be encouraged to undertake the
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carrying up of the tower a part of its designed 
height, the completion of the west gable and the 
slating of the roof of the Church. All felt supreme
ly thankful when this work was done before anoth
er winter set in. The building was then safe from 
any destruction which rains and frost might occas
ion. And all felt confident that before long the 
finishing of the interior would also be undertaken.

On May 30th, 1879, the resignation by the 
Revd. F. I. H. Axford of the curacy of Acadia 
Mines, Londonderry, took effect. His place there 
was supplied immediately by the Revd. V. E. Har
ris, who entered upon his duties on the following 
Sunday, June 1st.

Though for six years Londonderry had been 
served by a resident clergyman, it continued dur
ing that time a part of this parish. At a meeting, 
held May 12th, 1880, it was decided to petition 
the Bishop to separate it, and to consider it an 
independent parish.

This having been done, the Revd. V. E. Har
ris was elected rector, July 19th, 1880,and induct
ed as such Oct. 8th, following.

The work of building so costly a structure as 
this was heavy upon a congregation such as that 
which worshipped within the walls of old St.John’s. 
Under the blessing of God, however, earnest and 
united effort overcame all difficulties, and the hope 
which success inflames moved the vestry at a 
meeting held the last day of December, 1879, to
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approve unanimously of the plans and specifica
tions for finishing the interior, submitted by the 
architect, Mr. Wickenden, through Geo. Reading, 
churchwarden. Shortly after this,tenders for this 
work were asked for, and on June 24th, 1880, the 
Vestry decided to accept the tender of David Yuill 
for finishing the interior according to Mr. Wick
enden’s plans; forthwith the work was begun and 
vigorously carried on to its completion in the be
ginning of the next year.

i As Samuel said after God had enabled Israel 
to overcome their enemies, so could we thankfully 
say after the many difficulties we were enabled to 
overcome, “Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.”
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CHAPTER VII

The Consecration of St. John’s

On March 15th, 1881,after years of hard toil, 
of successful struggles with many difficulties, and 
of hope deferred,this Church was first opened for 
Divine Service. It was a red letter day for the 
church people of Truro, and many of our brethren 
of the denominations were hearty sharers with us 
in our gladness. The appearance of winter had 
gone, the sun shone brightly, the air was spring
like, the streets were dry, and after years of gloomy 
foreboding all things seemed to unite in promising 
to the struggling and oft discouraged congregation 
of St. John's Church, a bright, happy and pros
perous future. Thank God! the omen thus far 
has been happily realized. From the laying of the 
corher-stone, on Oct. 16th, 1873, to the consecra
tion of the Church on March 15th, 1887,there was 
one constant and united effort on the part of the 
congregation, small compared with what it is now, 
to bring, firstly the work of construction and then 
the gradual extinguishment of the debt,to success
ful issues. The building had not advanced far 
before it was seen that we had undertaken some
thing too gigantic for people not possessing much 
of this world’s wealth. Courage however was giv
en to press on. Gradually, as our funds permit-
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ted, we proceeded with the work; although at one 
time so great were our difficulties that it seemed 
almost impossible to advance further and the good
ly structure nearly by at its full height threatened 
to become a costly ruin of moss-covered stone. 
Nevertheless light from time to time was afforded, 
sufficient to encourage us to renew our exertions. 
After eight years of hard work and weary waiting 
the church was brought to almost its present stage 
of completion, and on the 15th March 1881, with 
very thankful hearts and cheered by the presence 
of the Bishop, a large numbrr of neighbouring 
clergy and laity, it was formally opened for Divine 
Service. During the six years intervening between 
that date and its consecration, the congregation 
lent their best energies to the removal of a heavy 
debt of about $5000.00. This was accomplished 
before March 15th, 1887, and in the same period 
improvements were effected in the Church itself 
and the parsonage at a cost of r.o less than$l‘200.00. 
One of the last, if not the last official act, of Bis
hop Binney was the consecration of this church, 
for a few weeks afterwards, on April 30th, he died 
at New York. As the good Bishop had viewed 
with much disfavour so heavy an undertaking as 
the building of so costly a Church by so weak a 
congregation, it was with no small satisfaction that 
we conveyed to him the pleasant intelligence that 
it was wholly free from debt, with the request that 
if it suited his convenience,he would come for its
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consecration on Tuesday, March 15th, 1887. The 
Bishop came and the Church was on that day con
secrated. Very kind were his words on that oc
casion, much praise did he bestow upon our suc
cessful efforts, and freely did he acknowledge that 
we had accomplished a great deal more than he 
thought at all possible in our case. The Bishop 
was pleased ; how much more so were we! On 
that day from grateful hearts songs of thankful
ness and praise ascended to Him who had succour
ed us in our need and brought us good success. 
We waited long, and possibly sometimes with 
scant patience, but, as is always the case, reward 
is sure to those who faithfully and zealously la
bour on in the work of the Lord. May His favour, 
His blessing and His help still be vouchsafed, for 
still we need them, and shall to the end, if at last 
our ears are to be cheered with the welcome words: 
“Well done, good and faithful servants, enter ye 
into the joy of your Lord.”

I have been speaking of the difficulties we 
encountered in the erection and furnishing of this 
Church. Those who were actors in the scene, 
know how many and great they were. As we now 
look back and remember how few we numbered 
and how comparatively little were our means, is 
seems almost impossible that about $25,000.00 in 
addition to currtr expenses, could have been rais-
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ed, almost wholly among ourselves,within a period 
of almost fourteen years, and a considerable sum 
besides, I believe, paid for interest on the construc
tion debt. After we had exhausted as it seemed, 
every means for obtaining money, and when fur
ther giving, to some, who, in proportion to their 
ability, had given liberally, was becoming burden
some, it was considered necessary for obtaining 
funds for the completion of the interior to depart 
from what had been a cherished principle from the 
optset of the undertaking, viz.: the erection of a 
church with sittings free and unappropriated, and 
to endeavor to obtain the money required by the 
sale and letting of the pews. The consent of many 
to this scheme was very reluctantly given, because 
it was considered a departure from principle and a 
breach of faith with many from whom subscrip
tions had been solicited and who had subscribed 
on the express understanding that all the seats 
were to be free. What magnified the difficulty 
was the fact that large numbers of those who had 
contributed on these conditions were people not 
resident in Truro and many of our fellow towns
men not of our communion. To consult them all and 
offer to return their money if they should object to 
the sale of the pews was an impossibility ;firstly,be
cause our financial condition would not permit it; 
secondly, because many of them were too widely 
scattered ; and vastly because some had ceased to 
be members of the Church Militant. We can
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readily perceive that to men of principle this would 
be a source of much mental distress. Besides this, 
the conscientious Christian cannot but feel that 
sold or rented seats in the House of God are a mel
ancholy contradiction to the Saviour’s declaration 
“To the poor the Gospel is preached.”

In consequence of this wide spread feeling a 
vestry meeting was held on February 28th, 1881, 
(The first time the new Church was used for a 
parochial purpose) at which a committee was ap
pointed to harmonize, if possible, the two con
flicting schemes under which the Church was built, 
viz: that of free seats and that of sold pews. The 
report of the committee (received and adopted at 
a meeting of the vestry held March 8th, 1881) af
firmed that the original intention, that of free 
pews should be carried out, as far as practicable, 
and recommended that the purchasers of pews 
should accept a fifteen years’ lease instead of the 
contemplated ownership. This was agreed to by 
all except three of the purchasers. To day March 
March 15th, 1896 the period of the leases expires 
and we are enabled to proclaim our seats free.

As I mourned over the fact, that we, as a con
gregation had broken faith (reluctantly, however, 
and by compulsion) with those from whom we had 
received contributions for the building of a free 
Church, so to day,I rejoice that we can again stand 
before the world as men who have earnestly endea
voured to undo every wrong and declare that we
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will carry out the pledges we solemnly made. I 
am thankful that God has spared me to see this 
day. I am thankful that we are able to say to 
those of this congregation, who were neither able 
to buy, nor rent pews, but who contributed what 
they could for the erection of this Church on the 
understanding that it was to be free alike to all, 
that henceforth it will be free, that rich and poor, 
here at all events are equal, and that no longer 
need they feel that they have been thrust into a 
corner, or excluded altogether from the public 
wprship of God. I am thankful that we can say 
to the inhabitants of Truro, not of our communion, 
some of whom gave of their means for the erection 
of a free Church, that now it is free to all, that 
they need have no fear of interfering with individ
ual rights in coming here, but that it is the House 
of God for all people.

I must here say that had not God recognized 
the difficulties of our situation, had He not seen 
that not willingly but from dire necessity we were 
forced for a time to depart from principle—had He 
not perceived that our constrained breach of faith 
was a sore grief to many men of keen moral sense— 
had He not beheld the desire on our part and the 
endeavour to undo the wrong, as soon and as 
best we could under our trying circumstances, I 
cannot believe that His blessing would have rest
ed on us so abundantly as it manifestly has. He 
regarded the desire of our hearts to serve Him,
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rather than the faultiness of our acts; even as He 
does respecting the service of every one of His 
faithful people. May He extend to us fullest par
don for everything that we have done amiss, and 
henceforth supply us with abundant grace always 
to do all things as to Him. We thankfully ac
knowledge “Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.” 
May we never by the commission of any conscious 
wrong tempt Him to hide his face from us; but 
because of our sincerity not withstanding our short
comings, may He continue even unto the end to 
regard this church and people with favour.

As from time to time the burdens with which 
this congregation has been oppressed, have been 
lifted and removed, so should we be encouraged to 
press on earnestly for the completion of every work 
which God places before us and which may pro
mote His glory. Certainly God’s goodness to us 
in the past should always influence us never to 
grow weary in well-doing. By the help of God we 
have done much, still it is very manifest that much 
remains yet to be done. This house is not yet 
what it was designed to be, what we desire to see 
it, and what it is possible to make it. It is beauti
ful as it is, but when completed it will be much 
more beautiful. The tower has yet to be finished, 
the exterior of the main building has yet to receive 
its ornamentation ; a peal of bells, or even one 
which might be heard beyond the immediate neigh
bourhood, would be welcomed by the congrega-
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tion; and stone and iron in several parts ought to 
take the place of wood. There is enough to en
gage our energies and claim our thankofferings for 
many years. May God give us large hearts and 
willing hands. With these, the completion of the 
tower, which we have now resolved upon under
taking, will be speedily effected and the discredit 
with which we have been regarded because of our 
apparent tardiness in this particular, will be re
moved. I say again with deep thankfulness that 
God’s help in the past is abundant encouragement 
for us to press on in every good work for the future. 
To let our hands hang down would be indication 
of a lack of recognition of God’s favour and good
ness and bespeak but little gratitude.

“Come, labour on!
Away with gloomy doubts and faithless fear!
No arm so weak but may do service here;
By feeblest agents can our God fulfil

His neighbours will.
Come, labour on!

The toil is pleasant, the reward is sure;
Blessed are those who to the end endure
How full their joy, how deep their rest shall be.

0, Lord, with Thee!”

If during the last twenty-three years of con
tinuance in well-doing God had not been pleased 
to stir up our hearts to press on the work, this
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stage of our present success could never have been 
reached.

As He is the Maker and Preserver of all things 
so is He likewise the Governor of all. The hearts 
of the children of men are in His keeping, and as 
He wills so He can dispose them. He disposed 
our hearts and the hearts of all who gave for the 
service of the work. It happened more than once, 
that, as from the keck in the wilderness, so from 
where assistance seemed least likely to flow, He 
brought it forth bountifully. May our gladness 
then find its true expression in thanking Him “for 
His goodness and declaring the wonders that He 
doeth for the children of men.” In all future 
manifestations of it, whether it affects us as a 
Church, or as individuals, may we have grace to 
acknowledge Him at once, as the bounteous giver, 
and bless Him for His loving kindness and tender 
mercy. May we here dedicate ourselves afresh 
to His service! May these walls ever bear witness 
to the offering of a true and laudable service, and 
may the smoke of the incense of prayer and praise, 
of thanksgiving and adoration from grateful hearts 
forever ascend.
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POSTSCRIPT BY THE EDITOR.

It is regrettable that the Archdeacon's man- 
script ends here in the year 1896, for the subse
quent years were doubtless filled with much of 
interest and were marked by finishing touches to 
the Church that stands as a memorial to his 
patience and perseverance. From what he has 
written, even a stranger can gather something of 
the character of the man. From the very start 
he had his ideal of a church before his mind. He 
worked for years and—what is often harder than 
working—he waited to realize that ideal. Lack of 
funds could, not induce him to lower his standard, 
he would not be satisfied with something poorer 
that might lie completed sooner, he would tolerate 
nothing cheap or vulgar in the house that he had 
determined to build to the glory of God. And so 
he waited in patience and hope and he lived to 
see this work accomplished in accordance with his 
plans.

In 1902 the tower was completed. 
A brass plate in the porch records that this was 
done “largely through the efforts of thé women 
of the congregation by whose patient and merit
orious labours a large sum of money was raised 
for the purpose”.

In 1906 the chime of bells was installed. Part 
of the cost was met by a bequest of Mr. James 
Little but again it was the indefatigable ladies
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of the congregation who came forward to make 
themselves responsible for raising sufficient funds 
to complete the purchase. The bells, ten in num
ber, are in the key of F and possess a singularly 
sweet and mellow tone.

The Baptistery is perhaps the gem of the 
whole building. The illustration gives but a poor 
idea of its graceful lines and the beauty of the 
windows is necessarily lost in a photograph. The 
Baptistery was erected by Archdeacon and Mrs. 
Kaulbach “in grateful acknowledgement of the 
mercies vouchsafed to them during the South 
African War of 1899 to 1902”. It contains three 
windows, each made in two panels. The centre 
window represents the mothers b'inging their 
children to Christ for his blessing and is erected 
in memory of William Scott Muir, M.D. The side 
windows depict the Magi offering their gifts to 
the Infant Redeemer and the aged Simeon re
cognizing the Saviour in the Temple. These are 
memorials to the Reverend J. Forsythe, James 
Little, Sarah E. L’Epouse and Emily Ross and 
her husband Richard Wainright.

The latest addition to the furnishing and 
adornment of the church is a brass Chancel 
Screen. This is another gift from the Archdeacon 
and the memorial of the devoted wife who enter
ed rest only a year before her husband.

So ends the Story of St. John’s Church and 
Parish up to date. In years to come another
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volume may be written and we who are called 
on to make part of the story it will tell, may 
well derive inspiration and enthusiasm from this 
record of those who now rest from their labours.

»

THE END.
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APPENDIX A.

(.Extract from “The Church Guardian" March 
30th, 1887.)

TRURO.—About sixty-five years since,a wooden 
church was built here, the Rev. John Burnyeat, 
being the S. P. G. missionary. It was a well de
signed church for the times. Fourteen years since 
this church was moved from the centre to one cor
ner of God’s acre, and on October 16th, 1873, the 
reverend Dean Bullock whose words,

“We love the Place, 0 Lord,
Wherein Thine honor dwells.”

have been sung for years throughout the Anglican 
communion, laid the first stone of the first stone 
church on the peninsula of Nova Scotia. The 
brave old Dean and the genial Dr. Warren (of the 
clergy then present,) now worship together in 
Paradise.

Canon Manard and Dr. Bowman still work 
in this diocese, while the eloquent preacher, on 
that occasion Garrison Chaplain A. Townend, M.A., 
is laboring as hard as ever in Dublin. Eight 
years passed with many difficulties and through 
many trials, but at last a beautiful fabric was rear
ed and completed (except the spire), but could not 
be consecrated because although $20,000 had been 
paid out, $5,000 and more had to be collected to
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free the church from debt. However, it was open
ed by the Bishop on March 15th, 1881. Six more 
years passed and not only is the church now out 
of debt, but mission boards and other church agen
cies have been generously subsciibed to, a valuable 
organ paid for and the Rectory house repaired and 
improved; so on the 15th of March last the Lord 
Bishop came down to consecrate what is indisput
ably the best f abric of our Church in this diocese.

At eleven o’clock the Bishop, preceded by 
his Chaplain, Rev. H. G. Lancaster, bearing the 
Pastoral Staff, and attended by Rev. Dr.Partridge, 
secretary of the diocese, was met at the West Door 
by the Rev. J. A. Kaulbach and at Wardens, Dr. 
David Muir and W.H.Tremu'ne.with ten visiting 
clergy. The Vicar read the petition, and His lord- 
ship having consented to the prayer thereof, the 
processiôn moved up the central aisle towards the 
altar, chanting Psalm xxiv. The Bishop proceed
ed then with the office of consecration, and signed 
the sentence which had been read by the Rural 
Dean who then said matins.

The Bishop celebrated, Rev. F. R. Murray, 
Rector of St. Luke’s, Halifax, and Minor Canon, 
assisting. Rev. J. O. Ruggles, M. A., Rector of 
Horton, reading the Gospel. The Bish
op himself preached on the subject of consecration 
of churches, with the logical clearness and convinc
ing force, for which he is so justly renowned.

At 7.30 Rev. J. R. S. Parkinson, Rector of Lon-
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donderry, said evensong, and the Rev. Dr. Part* 
ridge, Rector of St. George's, Halifax, preached a 
very able, encouraging and eloquent sermon from 
Lamentations iv, 12: “The kings of the earth, and 
all the habitants of the world,would not have believ
ed that the adversary and enemy should have en
tered into the gates of Jerusalem.”The Doctor used 
notes but sparingly and his references to the parish 
of Truro, the new church, the diocese and the cen
tenary of its founding, were exceedingly happy.

We must offer our heartiest congratulations to 
the Vicar, Wardens, Vestry and parishioners and 
also most just praise for having thus provided a 
noble temple to the Lord of Heaven and earth and 
a permanent place in which His worship may be 
offered for generations to come. St. John the 
Evangelist, Truro, is as likely to last 500 or 600 
years as were many of the existing fabrics of the 
Mother Church when erected. The original plans 
were furnished by Mr. Thomas, of Montreal, but 
they have not been strictly adhered to. Church
warden Tremaine, who is a C. E. and no mean 
architect, superintended and watched the erection 
for six anxious years and was allowed to use his 
discretion in certain particulars. The whole re
sult is, as we have said, admirable.

We neglected to state that the lessons at the 
services on the 15th were read by Rev. J. Edge- 
cumbe, Pictou; Rev. C. F. Lowe, Summerside, P.
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E. I., Rev. A. Bent, Pugwash, and Rev. A. C. Mc
Donald, Bayfield.

The Rev. R. F. Brine, of Antigonish, and the 
Rev. R. W. Hudgell, the energetic travelling mis
sionary, were also present at the morning service, 
but the poor state of health of the former prevent
ed his presence at the second service. The sweet 
organ was excellently handled by Mr. Faulkner 
and the choir rendered their hymns and chants 
with great skill and reverence. A striking feature 
at the evening service was an exquisitely sweet solo 
during the offertory collection by Mrs. Harkins. 
No sooner had her gentle notes subsided than the 
whole crowded congregation gave full voice to 
“All people that on earth do well."

Space is limited, but the excellent dinner to 
Bishop and clergy with the wardens, vestry, etc., 
given by the parishioners,and the slighter refresh
ment after evening service, must not be passed 
over, and formed the subject of remarks as to 
“Mid-Lent refreshment,” which were quite ap
propriate, the following Sunday being Refreshment 
Sunday. Nor may we conclude without ac
knowledging the open house and open hearted hos
pitality of the Truro laity towards the visiting 
clergy; as for the rectory,that stands open. Messrs. 
Tremaine, Bent, Brine, Ross, Bentley, Prince, Mc
Donald, G. Hyde, Snook, Hallett and Yuill all had 
clergymen staying with them, but others were dis
appointed fas many of the expected failed to put
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in an appearance) the following were ready and 
willing: Dr. David Muir (who has been the most 
persevering and successful of financiers for the 
new church),Mrs. McKenzie, Mr. Odell, Mr. Stan
field, E. Archibald, J. Ross, Winan, and Edwards.

We have left no room to dilate on the beauties 
of the church itself, its fine, lovely painted win
dows in the Apsidal chancel, the general excellence 
of the material, etc. These things must be left 
to a future occasion, say, when the spire points 
heavenward and “Finis coronat opus.”

It was a pleasing incident that the only daugh
ter and a granddaughter to the first Rector—viz., 
Lady and Miss Archibald were present at the con
secration of the new St. John’s, for which we pray 
“Semper loreat."

APPENDIX B.

(.Extract from “The Colchester Sun"May 30(/i,1888.) 
The New Bishop.

Arrived in Truro on Monday at 11 and became 
the guest of Sir Adams Archibald at "The Cottage” 
After luncheon he and Sir Adams were driven 
round Onslow by W. H. Tremaine, Esq. At 4.30 
he attended evening prayer at St. John’s, and then 
returned to The Cottage until nearly time for the 
confirmation service. The few minutes interven-
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ing were utilized by the Sunday School, who pre
sented an address which will be found below, to 
which his Lordship replied in most kind and affec
tionate terms. The Church was crowded at 7.30, 
when the Bishop attended by the Dean and Chap
ter of Amherst Deanery, entered in procession to 
the strains of “Onward Christian Soldiers” The 
Bishop laid hands on each candidate separately, 
and when all were confirmed delivered one of the 
most striking and practical addresses to which it 
was ever our good fortune to hearken. The hymns 
were most appropriate and the silent prayers of 
the whole congregation produced a solemnity which 
pervaded the whole remaining part of the service.

After all was over in the Church, a social gath
ering was held in the Crypt, at which Rural Dean 
Moore read an address from the Clergy of the 
Deanery, to which his Lordship gave a hearty and 
genial response. Mr. Kaulbach, the Vicar, then 
read the address from the Parish of St. John, to 
which the Bishop replied in equally felicitous 
terms.

Bishop Courtney is in a fair way to win all 
hearts, and the Diocese is to be heartily congratu
lated on having been led to elect so noble, devout 
and genial a Prelate.

We must also congratulate Mr. Kaulbach on the 
large number of candidates he presented (the lar
gest class ever prepared in St. John’s Parish), and 
also upon the success of the whole of the arrange-



90 HISTORY OF ST. JOHN’S CHURCH.

merits for what was a very gratifying day to all 
concerned.

To the Right Reverend Dr. Courtney, Lord Bishop of 
Nova Scotia.

Right Rev’d Father in God:
We the Sunday School Scholars of the Church 

in Truro, wish to say how glad we are to see you 
and welcome you here as our Bishop. We have 
asked very many questions and have heard a great 
deal about you, but after all we wanted to see and 
hear you. We know that you have been conse
crated to the same office which the Apostles filled ; 
that you can ordain our priests and deacons; that 
you can confirm as St. Peter and St. John confirm
ed the people whom St. Philip, the deacon, had 
baptized in Samaria. We know that we must 
think of you, and listen to you, and love you, and 
obey you as though upon you yourself our dear 
Saviour had breathed and said, “Receive thou the 
Holy Ghost,” “As my Father hath sent me, even 
so send I you.” We hope we may grow up under 
your Lordship’s care to be good children of God 
and of His Church, and that when your earthly 
work is ended your heavenly crown may be adorn
ed with many stars.

We trust you may be pleased to accept in the 
form of this cheque, the material result of our self-
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denial during Lent last, and that it may add a 
stone or two to your cathedral.

Sidney Basden.
George Pollock.
Jennet Allen.
Sadie Mclnnis.

On behalf of the Scholars of St. John’s Sunday 
School, Truro.

The cheque given by the children amounted to 
ten dollars.

To the Right Reverend Father in God, Frederick, by
Divine Permission Lord Bishop of Nova Scotia, 

etc., etc.
May it please your Lordship, the Clergy of the 

Rural Deanery of Amherst (within your Lord
ship’s Diocese) welcome you most cordially a- 
mongst them, and offer their full, free, and filial 
obedience to your fatherly rule.

Within the memory of several of us the Diocese 
was yet undivided into Rural Deaneries, one or 
two Voluntary Clerical Associations existed in 
which the members met for comfort and counsel, 
but in his wisdom your reverend predecessor,divid
ed Nova Scotia into its eight Deaneries—organ
izations from which great good has resulted and 
in no Deanery more than in that of Amherst, the 
chapter of which we assure you will always be
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found anxious to follow the ancient maxim: “Do 
nothing without the Bishop.”

That the great Shepherd of all may sustain you 
in your care for that y>ortion of His one Fold, com
mitted to your charge and in the end grant you a 
foremost place amongst those who have turned 
many unto righteousness is the earnest prayer of 
Your Lordship’s dutiful Sons in the Church.
J. A. Kaulbach, Sec. D. C. Moore, R. D.
6. R. Martell. J. R. S. Parkinson.
A. M. Bent. W. C. Wilson.
T. R. Gwillim, V. E. Harris.

E. T. Woodland, Deacon.

To the Right. Reverend Dr. Courtney, Lord Bishop 
of Nova Scotia.

Right Rev’d. Father in God.
We the Vicar, Wardens, and Vestry of St. John’s 

Church, Colchester, in your Lordship’s Diocese, 
for ourselves and on behalf of our fellow parish
ioners, embrace this, the occasion of your first 
visit to Truro, to express the sincere pleasure it 
affords us to welcome you among us as our Bishop.

The interval between the departure, by the call 
of God, of our late lamented Diocesan and your 
Lordship’s consecration, was one of deep anxiety 
to every loyal member of the Church. A good
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man and a great had been removed from presiding 
over us, and we knew not where one might be 
found able and willing to take up the pastoral staff 
where he had laid it down, and bear it in wise and 
firm, and loving rule.

We feel confident that God in His good provi
dence directed our thoughts and desires to you, 
and influenced you to “come over and help us.” 
We feel deeply thankful to Him for what we es
teem His goodness in this respect, and to you for 
being willing to sever the ties which bound you 
and your family to a refined, wealthy and generous 
people, and to give yourself to the larger and more 
arduous work of this extensive diocese.

To yourself, and to your wife and children, we 
desire hereby to extend the warmest welcome; and 
pray that our Heavenly Father may grant you 
health and strength, even to a good old age, to 
preside over this first Colonial diocese of the Eng
lish Church.

We feel convinced that the wide-spread report of 
your faithful stewardship in other parts of the 
Household of Faith is but the beginning of what will 
spread still more widely from this more exalted 
sphere of your labours.

That your episcopate may be abundantly bless
ed to the glory of God, the welfare of His Church 
and people and your own present and eternal good, 
and further that we may be your lordship’s loyal 
followers and supporters in every effort for these
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great ends fighting with you “the good fight of 
faith,” so that together with you we may inherit 
everlasting life, is the earnest prayer of your faith
ful and obedient servants.

J. A. Kaulbach, Vicar. 
W. H. Tremaine, \ 1
Wm. Hallett, J Wardens

Jas. McDonald, R. A. Douglas, Hugh Lane, W. 
S. Muir, M. D., C. E. Bentley, W. F. Odell, S. G. 
Chambers, E. H. Gladwin, P. Mclnnis, J. K. 
Blenkinsop, C. F. W. Bell, James Wentwbrth.
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APPENDIX C.
GFrom “The Truro Blade” Dec. 15th, 1888.) 

SAINT'JOHN'S CHURCH.

Sketch of its founding and growth—Description of the 
present church building—Notices of the successive pas
tors—Who are carrying on the work of the parish today.

Second in order of age among the churches of 
Truro stands the Episcopal Church of St. John the 
Evangelist. Among the early settlers of this part 
of the province, there were very few adherents of 
the Church of England and at the beginning of 
this century there was only an occasional family of 
that faith throughout the whole region of country 
now known as Colchester county. But by the 
year 1820, or there about, there seemed to be en
ough of them in this and the adjoining sections to 
necessitate the labor of a visiting missionary a- 
mong them. At this time there was no parish be
tween Halifax and Sackville, N. B., and the terri
tory under the oversight of the missionary com
prised that portion of northern Nova Scotia and 
eastern New Brunswick now covered by the coun
ties of Antigonish, Pictou, Colchester, Cumberland 
part of Halifax and Westmorland and Kent. To 
the discharge of the enormous duties connected 
with this large circuit the Rev. John Burnyeat ad-
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dressed himself in July 1820. To do this he re
signed the rectorship of Sackville, N. B. Looking 
at the work he undertook and the many obstacles 
and hardships to be overcome and endured in the 
performance of it it may truly be said the man was 
heroic.

Mr. Burnyeat’s headquarters were in Truro as 
being for various reasons the most desirable loca
tion for residence on his field, and this fact soon 
g$ive rise to the question of putting up a church 
building here. In 1821 a plot of ground, the same 
where the church now stands, was obtained from 
Mr. Geo. Duncan, and Thos. J. Brown and Dr. 
Suther were appointed commissioners to carry 
on operation. The building was several years in 
course of construction but the people worked val
iantly and when their church was completed had 
the satisfaction and credit of owning what at that 
day was one of the finest buildings in the province 
outside of the city. It was consecrated in 1825 
by Bishop Inglis. A bell, the same as still sum- 
monsTruro church goers to their public devotions, 
was presented by the Hon. S. G. W. Archibald.

During the next ten years matters seem to have 
progressed favorably though little of much inter
est at the present day is recorded. But in 1835, 
Colchester, which up to that time had been mere
ly one section in the enormous mission field men
tioned above, was created a separate parish. Though 
8ince reduced by the separation of Tatama-
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gouche in 1867, Londonderry in 1880 and Stew- 
iacke in 1883, the parish is still sufficiently large. 
Mr. Burnyeat became the first rector and retained 
the position until his death, nine years later.

The first church officers in the newly constitut
ed parish were Wardens, Dr. Edward Garret and 
Dr. Charles Head; vestry clerk Mr. John Goudge; 
Vestrymen, Messrs. W. C. Eaton, J. D. Nash, Jas. 
Phillips, Richard Ambrose, Wm. Hamilton, John 
Johnson, John Goudge, Thos. Brown, Geo. Hill, 
G. R. Grassie, Duncan Black and Samuel Baggs. 
At the meeting at which these appointments were 
made it was resolved that arrangements be made 
with Mr. Richard Stade for building an organ for 
the church. In 1836 the organ was put in and 
Mr. G. R. Grassie became first organist.

Up to 1838 the pews in the new church appear 
to have been free but in that year a rental of five 
shillings per annum was imposed; this was subse
quently increased to twenty shillings.

In 1843 the parish met with a severe loss by the 
death of Rev. Mr. Burnyeat whose heroic and self- 
denying labours had produced such gratifying re
sults for the church and the cause of Christianity. 
He was an Englishman. His wife was Miss Dick
son, daughter of Mr. Chas. Dickson of Onslow. 
Lady Archibald, wife of Sir Adams G. Archibald 
is the only surviving member of his family.

In 1844 Rev. Thos. C. Lever was appointed to 
the rectorship of the vacant parish. He was a
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native of Halifax whither the family had come as 
Loyalists at the outbreak of the American Re
volution. He was educated at Kings College, 
Windsor, and was ordained priest at the age of 
twenty-four. He spent eight years of his ministry 
at Antigonish, and the remainder in Truro. He 
died in 1858 and his death was most deeply la
mented. He was a man of finished scholarship, 
high talents and sterling integrity and in life’s 
battle did work of great value.

During Mr. Leaver’s incumbency a property 
was purchased and the rectory built. The lot 
originally included about three acres but it has 
been considerably diminished by sales from time 
to time. Up to 1848 there was only the one church 
in the parish, that at Truro ; but in this year, the 
Stewiacke people erected a house of their own and 
it was consecrated by Bishop Inglis.

By 1849 the work of the parish had grown to 
such proportions that it was deemed necessary to 
employ a curate. The first one was Rev. John 
Dixon. He was succeeded by Rev. H. H. Hamil
ton and he by Rev. Joseph Forsythe who at Mr. 
Leaver’s death was appointed rector, a position 
which he still holds though for many years unable 
to discharge the duties by reason of ill-health. He 
is a native of the old country, was educated at 
Trinity College, Dublin, and is a man of profound 
learning and fervent piety.

In 1858 the third church edifice of the parish,
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the one at Clifton, was built. Matters seem to 
have gone forward prosperously in the succeeding 
years and substantial progress was made. In 1865 
the rector found himself unequal to the task of per
forming all the work devolving upon him and Rev. 
A. D. Jameson was appointed curate. He was 
afterwards rector of Maitland where his success 
was marked and now has charge of the parish of 
St. Anthony in the island of Montserrat. Rev. 
Hugh Williams succeeded him as curate here. He 
remained until the spring of 1870 and in the au
tumn of the year Rev. J. A. Kaulbach became cur
ate in sole spiritual charge. Shortly after
ward Mr. Forsythe, the rector, was obliged to leave 
the parish by reason of ill health and thereupon 
Mr. Kaulbach became vicar of the parish in which 
relationship he still stands. Mr. Kaulbach is a 
native of Lunenburg, and was educated at the 
collegiate school and university of King's College, 
Windsor. Of his fitness for the work he has chos
en and the appreciation in which he is held, there 
are evidence so abundant that nothing further 
need be said here.

About this time a feeling began to manifest it
self in the parish to the effect that a better church 
edifice was needed, and after a due amount of dis
cussion and consideration of the matter it was de
cided to put up a stone church. According in '73 
the new building was begun, the corner stone being 
laid by the late Dean Bullock of Halifax.
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Of this building it is fitting that more than a 
passing notice be given. With the exception of 
St. Mary’s cathedral in Halifax it is the only stone 
church edifice in Nova Scotia proper. In sym
metry, architectural beauty and finish it stands 
unrivalled in the province. The building stands 
with its length east and west. It is built entirely 
of undressed freestone which was brought from 
New Glasgow and Stewiacke. In style of archi
tecture it is early English with some slight modifi
cations. The same taste and beauty that are so 
apparent on the exterior confront one in the inter
ior of the church. The pews, pulpit, altar, chan
cel and entire finish near the floor are of native ash, 
while overhead the interior of the roof with its 
beautifully wrought supporting trusses is done in 
the richly colored southern pine. The seating 
capacity is for about 450. The pews are divided 
into two blocks, and three aisles run the entire 
length of the nave. There are three entrances, 
one on the south side, one in the north-west corner 
of the tower and one in the vestry. Of the vestry 
be it remarked, that it is a beautiful room, richly 
finished and in exact keeping with the rest of the 
edifice as to the perfection of its appointments. 
Just within the tower entrance to the church 
stands the baptismal font, symbolizing by its posi
tion the initiatory nature of the rite performed at it.

The culmination of the art and beauty of the 
interior are in the chancel. It is finished with a
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wainscotting of heavy and most richly carved ash 
reaching nearly to the windows. The choir stalls, 
the altar, the Bishop’s chair, the credence table, 
the Piscina and Sidelia are of the same wood, and 
give a pleasing effect to the harmony. In keep
ing also is the organ, which was manufactured by 
S. R. Warren it, Sons of Toronto. Several altar 
cloths of rare texture and most delicately wrought 
have been presented by several members and 
friends of the parish, one given by Mrs. Matheson 
formerly of Truro, and now of Limerick, Ireland, 
being especially rich. The lectern and pulpit are 
both worthy of special note. The former is in 
the form of a handsomely carved eagle with out
spread wings, and was the gift of a relative 
of the present vicar in memory of his infant son. 
The latter was erected by the family of the late 
Wm. Metzler as a memorial of their father and 
mother.

Mr. Metzler’s efforts were ever most strenuously 
and effectively put forth for the furtherance of 
the church and her work. He was one of the most 
ardent supporters of the cause and in great meas
ure is due to him the success the parish has attain
ed.

Prominent among the things that strike the eye 
of the observer are the very handsome memorial 
windows. Of these there are seven. Five in the 
chancel where they form a quintette of striking 
beauty. Proceeding from the observer’s left the
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first window, or the one just over the Bishop’s 
chair, is in memory of Rev. Thos. C. Leaver, the 
second rector of the parish. It was erected by a 
number of his parishioners to whom his memory 
was especially dear. The design is the sower scat
tering the seed, and underneath are the words:— 
“The seed is the word of God.” The next is in 
memory of Adam George Archibald, only son of 
Sir Adams and Lady Archibald. The design is 
St. John the Beloved Disciple, standing with a 
pen in his right hand and a scroll in his left. 
The third window is in memory of Rev.Jno.Burn- 
yeat,first rector of the parish,and his wife Lavinia, 
and was erected by their grandchildren. The de
sign is the scene where the Saviour bids James and 
John forsake all and follow him. Next to this is a 
window erected by Dr. D. H. Muir in memory of 
his little daughter. It bears the beautiful design 
of the Divine Shepherd bearing a lamb in his arm 
The fifth of the group was erected by Mr. S. G. 
Chambers in memory of his wife Clare and the 
child Gerald. The design represents a woman 
kneeling at Christs feet with a child in her arms 
and seeking his blessing. In addition to these 
there are two in the nave; one on the south side and 
the other on the north. The former is in memory 
of Mrs. John Ross and bears the inscription “Her 
children arise up and call her blessed." The lat
ter is in memory of the late Geo. Reading and bears 
the design of the aged Simon waiting for his de-

J
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parture from earth. The material and workman
ship of these windows are of the highest quality, 
and such a collection is rarely met with in these 
provinces. They were manufactured by the cele
brated makers Wales & Strong of Newcastle, Eng
land. Upon either wall of the church near the 
eastern end is a memorial tablet, one in memory 
of S. G. W. Archibald, his wives and deceased 
children, and the other in memory of Rev. Jno. 
Burnyeat.

Descending to the crypt of the church the visit
or finds a large and well-lighted school room in 
which are to be seen the communion table, 
the lectern and Bible used in the old church. The 
fly leaf of the Bible bears the inscription, “Present
ed to St. John’s Church in Truro by Mrs. Jackway 
a most respectable member thereof, A. D. 1838, 
John Burnyeat, Rector.” In the rear of the 
schoolroom there are the library,the sexton’s room, 
a fuel and oil room and a stairway by which access 
may be gained to the organ chamber immediately 
above. The building in every part excites admir
ation in the beholder and one cannot look upon it 
without feeling that there must be in the Episco
palians of Truro a wonderful power of persistent 
united action, by which they have raised this 
splendid evidence of their belief in Christianity.

For the present church year the officers are as 
following:—S. G. Chambers, H. Lane. R. A. 
Douglas, J. Blenkinsop, E. H. Gladwin, P. Me-
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Innés, Jas. McDowell, C. E. Bentley, W. S. Muir, 
J. Wentworth, W. F. Odell, and C. F. W. Bell.

Of the Sabbath School Mr. W. H. Tremaine is 
Supt. and the teachers are R. A. Douglas, Jos. 
Russell, Jas. McDowell, Miss Stanfield, Mrs. Bent, 
Mrs. McDowell, Mrs. Parker, Miss Graham, Miss 
Partridge, Mrs. Russell, Miss Richardson, Miss 
Hamilton, Mrs. Kaulbach, Miss Blenkinsop, Miss 
F. Stanfield, Miss Hyde, Miss Nash, Miss Moore, 
Miss McDowell, Miss Brown, Miss Langille.

Librarians, Messrs. Sutton, Henderson and Ged- 
des.

The choir which bears such an important part 
in the public service of the church is under the 
direction of the organist, Mr. Geo. Faulkner, a 
musician whose ability is well known throughout 
the province. The following named ladies and 
gentlemen render their services as vocalists:—Mrs. 
Kaulbach, Mrs. Sanction. Miss Perrin, Miss 
Stanfield, and Messrs. Jas. Sutton, W. Odell, J. 
Stanfield and Dr. W. S. Muir.
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APPENDIX D.

(From “Church Work" Feb. 2flth, 1913, and 
March 13th, 1913.)

Sudden Death of Venerable Archdeacon 
Kaulbach.

Once again the Diocese of Nova Scotia is called 
to mourn the sudden death of one of the chief 
officers. Dean Crawford's passing took place in 
the Cathedral he loved so well when about to 
minister the holy sacrament of baptism; and now 
Archdeacon Kaulbach has received the call to 
higher ministries when about to visit a parishioner, 
thus passing from that pastoral work which he 
loved so well and discharged so successfully to the 
more immediate presence of the great Pastor Him
self. His death occurred on Tuesday evening last, 
shortly after eight o’clock, by falling down an 
open hatchway in the Fire Engine House at Truro, 
when about to pay a pastoral visit. Death was 
evidently instantaneous as his skull was fractured.

The funeral will take place on Saturday. At 
10.30 o’clock there will be a celebration of the 
Holy Communion, the funeral service will take 
place at 1.30.

The Venerable James Albert Kaulbach was the 
third son of the late J. H. Kaulbach, high sheriff
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of Lunenburg, and was decended from an old fam
ily of German origin. He was born at Lunenburg 
in 1839 and educated at King’s College, Windsor, 
taking his B. A. in 1864 and M. A. in 1868. In 
1900 the University honored him with the D. D. 
degree. He was ordained deacon in 1864 and 
priest the following year. He had charge of the 
mission of River John, where he is still remember
ed with affection, from 1864-1870. He became 
vicar of Truro in 1870. and in 1903, on the death 
of Rev. J. Forsythe, he became rector, which post 
he had held ever since. In Truro he succeeded in 
building up a good congregation and a beautiful 
stone church. He was beloved by people of all 
creeds. His own congregation had the greatest 
affection for the Archdeacon, and on several occa
sions when he expressed a desire to resign on ac
count of advancing years, they urged him to remain 
with them. In 1889 he was appointed a Canon,and 
Archdeacon of Nova Scotia the same year. In 
1895 he was appointed one of the Bishop’s exam
ining chaplains.

As a citizen of Truro, he ever took the deepest 
interest in the town’s progress.

He was for a number of years a Governor of 
King’s College and took the deepest interest in its 
welfare. He was for many years past one of the 
delegates of the Diocese to the Provincial and Gen
eral Synods, and in 1908 was one of its representa
tives at the Pan-Anglican Congress in London.



APPENDICES. 107

He was vice-chairman of the Executive Committee 
of the Diocese and of the Diocesan Mission Board, 
and a member of most of the important committees 
of Synod.

In 1876 he married Mary Sophia, daughter of 
the late James F. Bradshaw, of Quebec, who like 
himself, was a general favorite, the Truro rectory 
being known far and wide for its ever open hospit
ality and its kindly deeds. Mrs. Kaulbach died 
last year. Archdeacon Kaulbach leaves one son, 
Captain Harry A. Kaulbach, now stationed with 
his regiment in India.

“A man greatly beloved” perhaps best describes 
Archdeacon Kaulbach. His people had ever the 
greatest affection for him, and the clergy far and 
wide both liked and respected him. Had not his 
natural modesty and his recognition of his some
what poor health led him to resolutely decline a 
nomination, he would at one time have been elect
ed bishop of the diocese by, probably, a unanimous 
vote. As a clergyman his strongest points were 
his deep reverence in the conduct of divine ser
vice, his beautiful reading of the sacred scriptures 
and the service generally, and his indefatigable 
zeal and kindness of heart in pastoral visitation. 
At all times and to all men he was ever one of 
God’s own gentlemen.
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The Funeral of Archdeacon Kaulbach.
The funeral of Archdeacon Kaulbach, to whose 

lamented and tragic death reference was made in 
the last issue of Church Work, took place on Satur
day, March 1st. A noteworthy incident was the 
presence of Bishop Courtney, who came all the 
way from New York to pay the last mark of res
pect to his many years’ friend and faithful arch
deacon of days of yore. Those present from out
side Truro included the Bishop of Nova Scotia, 
Archdeacon Armitage, President Powell, Canons 
Vroom, Llwyd and Wilson, Rural Deans Cunning
ham and Andrew, Revs. N. LeMoine, Dr. Willets, 
Dr. Martell, L. J. Donaldson, C. W. Vernon, 
S. J. Woodroofe, V. E. Harris, A. M. Bent, F. Ro
bertson, A. W. L. Smith, R. B. Patterson, A. R. P. 
Williams, E. W. Florence, Sir Chas. Townshend, 
Chief Justice of Nova Scotia; B. D. Bent, H. D. 
Romans, President of the Church Men’s Society 
of the Diocese; F. A. Bowman and many others.

At 10.30 the Holy Communion was celebrated 
by the Bishop, assisted by Canons Armitage, 
Vroom, Llwyd and Wilson. The burial office took 
place at 1.30. The church, which was appropriate
ly draped for the occasion, was packed to the 
doors,hundreds being unable to obtain admittance. 
The opening services and prayers were taken by 
the Bishop of the Diocese, the lesson being read 
with deep feeling and effective emphasis by Bishop
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Courtney. The hymns- sung were “Now the la
borer’s task is o’er,” and “Forever with the Lord

Tribute by the Bishop of the Diocese.

Speaking of the funeral service His Lordship 
Bishop Worrell said:

“We have gathered today to take part in the 
last sad rites of one who was very dear to the 
hearts of all with whom he came in contact. He 
was one who was an integral part of the life of 
Nova Scotia, not only of the Church, but of the 
whole Province. He was a Nova Scotian of Nova 
Scotians and stood for all that is best in Nova 
Scotia life.

He was a strong Churchman, but kindly and 
considerate of the wishes and views of others. He 
had the courage of his convictions and knew well 
the reason for the faith that was in him. Broad 
and charitable to a degree, his sympathies were 
wide as his heart was big, his religion was as his 
life. Its purity, sincerity, simplicity were always 
evident.

His modesty was perhaps one of the chief char
acteristics of his life and led him ever to seek the 
lowest place. He shrank from publicity, and the 
public platform had no charm for him; but if there 
was anything involving a principle which he felt 
it was his duty to uphold, he might be counted on 
to show his colors and stand for the right.
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Of fine old German stock he had the character
istics of his race. Careful and cautious in all 
things, industrious and persevering in every way, 
his even temperament was sometimes mistaken, 
by those who did not know him, for weakness and 
indecision ; but let anyone try to thwart him in the 
path of duty and he would soon find himself up 
against a stone wall impossible to pass.

I need not refer to his long years in Truro. His 
connection with this town is part of the history of 
the Province. He grew up with it and many of 
its older inhabitants were young with him and they 
have grown old together. He was indeed the fa
ther of the flock and beloved by all.

When he first came to Truro, in its village days, 
and the parish was to be organized, he had to bor
row members from other churches in order to 
form a vestry; now it is one of the most flourishing 
parishes in the Diocese, almost complete in its 
equipment and organization.

This beautiful church will long stand as a monu
ment of his life’s work, and to ages yet unborn will 
tell the story of his labors.

He was ever a strong advocate for the mission
ary work of the Church and his vision was large. 
Every fund of the Church was well and systemati
cally supported by him, and the Parish of Truro is 
a model in this respect for those who wish to be 
loyal tc the Diocese and to the Church at large.

He was a valued member of the Synod and all
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Church councils. He seldom spoke, his modesty 
held him back; but here too he never neglected a 
duty and was never afraid to speak when his voice 
was needed.

In Committee,however,he was invaluable in the 
ripe wisdom of his counsel and the disinterested 
advocacy of his views.

When I saw him last he was arranging with me 
for an early retirement from active parochial dut
ies, and I had hoped to have him more intimately 
connected with the Cathedral, which had ever been 
dear to him. He was a strong advocate for its 
building, an early supporter for its work and gen
erous contributor to it. Free from parish ties, he 
would have been able to give great help in the 
work which belongs to the Cathedral. As senior 
Canon of All Saints, and Archdeacon of Nova Sco
tia, he leaves a record which is without a flaw.

If it were asked what was the secret of his power, 
the answer would be in a single word, “His good
ness.’’ Without guile himself he could not ima
gine that others were not equally guileless. He 
was deeply spiritual. His religion was real and 
profound, with nothing artificial or superficial a- 
bout it. He was a pattern to his flock and was 
beloved by them. He was one. of the old school, 
a courteous gentleman and a Christian man. His 
tall, familiar form, erect as his character, his vigor
ous physique, which in no way betrayed his three 
score years and ten, will be missed more than we
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can tell. We mourn his loss and grieve for his 
tragic end; but knowing his life and character, we 
can say, “Thanks be to God who giveth the vic
tory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” We cannot 
think of him as dead ; but rather passed into the 
midst of the “beatific vision, and we can say to 
him;

Doubtless unto thee is given 
A life that bears immortal fruit,

In those great offices that suit 
The full grown energies of heaven.”

The Service at the Grave.

The interment took place beside his wife in St. 
John’s cemetery, the service being taken by the 
two Bishops, Bishop Courtney saying the solemn 
words of committal. The order of procession 
was The Mayor and Town Council of Truro, 
Ministerial Association of Truro, Church Men’s 
Society and Wardens and Vestry of St. John’s 
Church, Clergy of the Diocese, Bishops Worrell 
and Courtney, sleigh with flowers, the hearse the 
pall bearers being Dr. Randall, T. S. H. Harris 
Arthur Wesbury, T. W. Blenkinsop, George Pol
lock, W. D. Dimock, relatives, the general public. 
The Archdeacon’s only son, Major H. A. Kaul- 
bach. was in India with his regiment, but is now 
on his way home. The relatives present included 
the Archdeacon’s nephew, R. C. S. Kaulbach,
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Lunenburg, his niece Mrs. Wurtelle, of Ottawa, 
and another nephew, A. M. Crofton, of Sydney.

The flowers in addition to those from personal 
friends and members of the congregation, included 
tributes from the clergy of the Diocese, the chap
ter of the Cathedral, the Deanery of Amherst, the 
Wardens and Vestry, the Sanctuary Guild, the 
Benevolent Society, the Church Men’s Society, 
the Brotherhood of St. Andrew, the Woman's 
Auxiliary — the Girl’s Friendly Society, the 
Sunday School and the Victorian Order of Nurses.

The services on the following Sunday were of 
a memorial character, Dr. Martell preaching in the 
morning and Bishop Courtney in the evening.

Dr. Martell’s Tribute.

Speaking from the text, “I have fought a good 
fight, I have finished my course, I have kept 
faith," Dr. Martell spoke of the fact that peerless 
priest of God, that fine Christian gentleman, who 
now was passed to ‘where beyond these voices 
there is peace’ had indeed fought the good fight 
standing ever for all pure ideals, fighting ever for 
all pure and lovely things, had indeed finished his 
course here to begin his course in the Paradise of 
God; had indeed kept the faith, "as this old battle 
scarred Church of England had received the same.” 
Wide and sympathetic as he was, there burned 
within his heart a deep passionate love for the
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Church of his fathers. He kept the faith with 
God, ever true to his ordination vows.

How faithfully he fed the flock! How gentle 
was he with the strayed and fallen! How tender 
and strong with the dying soul and how comfort
ing to those in trouble! Yes, he kept faith with 
God.

Always he kept his word. He has entered into 
his reward. God's approval is on his work. Glad 
and free with friends beloved, in the sweet Para
dise of God he walks beside the River of Life, and 
rests beneath the trees whose leaves are for the 
healing of the nations. There he is pleadings still 
for his people for whom'he ever pleaded4here. jj gg

Tribute From His Old Diocesan.

Bishop Courtney’s eloquent discourse was based 
on the text “He shall enter into peace, they 
shall rest in their beds, each one walking in his 
uprightness” (Isaiah lxii, 2). After ably unfold
ing the meaning and teaching of the text, he said,

“Archdeacon Kaulbach is one who has entered 
into that peace and rest and joy of the righteous. 
For he was righteous, up-right, sincere, abhorring 
evil, cleaving tô good, repentant, conscientious, 
courteous—One of God's holy ones.

He was my true and faithful friend. As Arch
deacon of Nova Scotia, under my appointment, he 
was one of my wisest counsellors.
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As a shepherd of the sheep was there a more 
faithful than he? His teaching was ever wise and 
helpful. There was no duplicity with him. Sin
cerity was in every word he spoke. Gentle was 
he with the lambs—loving to all—giving himself 
for the sheep. Do you not know, brethren, that 
he would have said of you in the words of the 
apostle "I will very gladly spend and be spent for 
you"?

1. He was a consistent Christian man. He 
was not one who did not care what he believed, 
but one who laid hold firmly on the Word of Life, 
having his arms clasped ever about his God, reach
ing out ever to the Father, indifferent to those 
things which might lead him to turn aside.

2. He was a faithful and loving husband. His 
Lordship spoke of the relationship between Arch
deacon and Mrs. Kaulbach, which he had observ
ed so often while on visits to the Rectory, which 
he could not number, as that of bride and groom 
on a prolonged honey-moon. The mutual affec
tion which they held for each other never waned 
but rather increased as the years went by. When 
his life was darkened by the departure of her whom 
he loved, we felt the deepest sympathy for him 
who was left.

Brethren, let your hearts go out to him, now, 
now at this time when those two have met once 
more, let him see that you felt for him in that hour 
of gloom.



116 HISTORY OF ST. JOHN’S CHURCH

What shall I say of him as father? He was a 
wise father. His son whom you all know is a 
testimony of that.

3. His home was indeed the Christian Pastor’s 
Home. I wonder if you knew and appreciated 
fully that life which was lived at the Rectory ? 
There you know that all were welcome, rich and 
poor alike. He kept his promise which he made 
at Ordination when he said that he would by the 
help of God, fashion the lives of his family tnat 
they might be wholesome examples to the flock 
of Christ.

The Bishop then spoke of his visit together with 
the Archdeacon, to Australia, China, and Japan. 
His Lordship had been sent out in the interests 
of the Missionary Society of the Canadian Church, 
and had asked his friend to go with him. While 
the trip might have been looked upon as more or 
less of a holiday,the Archdeacon never regarded it 
as such. He was ever planning how he might 
further the interests of the Church. On the way 
out he learned that the Captain and two officers of 
the ship were desirous of being confirmed. The 
Archdeacon informed the Bishop, who placed 
the instructions of the men in the hands of his 
friend. At the end of the voyage these men were 
confirmed and made their first communion at the 
altar in Sydney. Think of the influence which 
this work of the Archdeacon had, (which need not 
have been undertaken by him) upon the families
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of the men, and upon all with whom they came in 
contact!

After speaking of the varied ways in which God 
called his people, the bishop said,

Follow him then brethren in his faith and con
duct here to his peace and rest there.

There as the preacher this morning, my old friend 
Dr. Martell, said, “where beyond these voices 
there is peace,” where as he said, your pastor still 
prays for you and brethren, Pray for him; for shall 
we not say with her who wrote those lovely lines:

“How can I cease to pray for thoe? Somewhere 
In God’s great universe thou art today.

Can he not reach thee with His tender care?
Can He not hear me whan for thee I pray?

What matters it to Him who holds within 
The hollow of His Hand ill worlds, all space,

That thou art done with earthly pain and sin? 
Somewhere within His ken thou hast a place.

Somewhere thou livest, and hast need of Him. 
Somewhere thy soul sees higher heights to climb;

And somewhere still, there may be valley dim 
That thou must pass to reach the hills sublime!

Then all the more because thou can’st not hear 
Poor human word of blessing, will I pray—

O thou brave heart! God bless thee wheresoe’er 
In His great universe thou art today."


