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# . . SPECIAL REPORT
MEASURES WHICH HAVE BEEN ADO?'.I‘ED A p—

A

'NORMAL SCHOOL.

}

.
L ‘

: ,Enncumn Omcn,

' ‘, Toronto, 24th June, 1847.

Sie,—For the mformatmq of His Excellency, the ‘Governor
General, and of the Legislature, if deemed expedient, I have the
honour to make a Special Report of the measures which have been
adopted for the establishment of a Normal School in Upper Ca-

- . nada, and for carrying into effect generally, the Common School -

© Act, 9th Viet. cap. 20.
By the third, fourth, and fifth Sections of the Statute referred

to, provision was made for the appointment of a Board of Edu-
. cation for Upper Canada, with power to establisha Normal
School -for the training of Young Men as Common . School
Teachers, and also with power to recommend suitable books for‘ ‘
thie use of Common Schools in Upper Canada. ,
- . TheAct providing for the appointment. of a Board of Edqca-
tion became a law on the 23rd of May, 1846; the Commission
appomtmg the Board was issued on the first day of July follow- .
ing ; and the first meeting of 'the. Board took placg on the let.
day of the same month “
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1. The appointment of -Head Master of the Normal School for -
Upper Candda. :
T laid before the Board, at its first meeting, some priv ate cor-.
respondence relative to the character and qualifications of John
Rintout, A.M., Esquire, . who had had for twelve years the charge"
of the Model Schools, and the instruetion of the Teachers in the |
practice of School Teaching in the Govemment Normal School, in
Dublin, and whom I proposed as Head Master for the contem—
plated Normal School for Upper Canada.
~ The Board opened a correspondence with the Commissioners of
". National Education on the subject.
" The Commlsmoners recommended Mr. Rintoul s ‘peculiarly .
qualified for the situation offered, and expressed their willingness
 $o forego his important services in Dublin, for the more important
object of introducing their system of lnStI"llLthﬂ into -Canada.

Mr. Rintoul accepted the appointment.- The. Board; -being anx-

ious to open the Normal School as early as the commencement of

" . the current year, requested Mr. Rintoul to proceed to “Canada in

the autumn of last year ; but the-severe affliction of his wife, in~
the opinion of her physicians, forbade him removing, his family to
Capada in the autumn. " The Canadian Board. then proposéd to
" pay the expenses of Mr. Rintoul’s passage to Canada, and back to
. Duyblin-again after the c!oae of the Session of the Prownelal '
Normal School ; but the affliction referred to put it out of his
poyer, cox;sxstently with the obligations of domestic-duty, to leave
his family. The samé.cause has delayed Mr. Rintoul’s departure
* for Canada in April last, as previously arranged. Mr. R. has
repeatedly placed his appointment at the dxspcsal of the Canadian
Board of Education ;- but the Board, desirous, if possible, of se- -
‘curing-the serviees of a gentleman of so large experience and
.acknowledged fitness, have thought it most desirable to allow Mr.-
Rintoul until July to prepare for bis departure for Canada ; and,
in the event of his not heing able to leave at that time, the Bozud ,
has requested the Commissioners of National Education in Ire-
land to select another person 23 Head Master of the Normal
} School for Uppér Canada, so 'that the Inatltutmn may he opened
. before the middle of autumn, '

. Norm—Smce the writing of this paragraph, an official letter has been received
from Mr. Rintonl, announcing the resignation cf his connecnon with the National
Commissioners, and his intended departure fur Canada in July.
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. dp pparatus and Bool:s for l/u, Normal Sclzou[

A catalogue u[‘ the Apparatus required for Lectures in Chemxs-
try and \laxuml Philosophy, together with the prices, having
been plmured from Mr. Rmtoul , and the proiessm of Natural
Philosophy in the Dublin Nermal School, and an estimate. of the
quantity and prices of Books wanted, Imuwbc en made, the Board
.of Education directed the sum ot 4‘)0 Sterling to be placed at
the disposal of Mr. Rintoul for- the purchase of Apparatus and -
Books for the Proviteial Normal School.  Mr. Rintoul has ack-
. nowledged the receipt of the money ; and the required Apparatus
- and Books will be Lrought out to Canada by the Head Master.

I . Com]ztwn.s- on which Ca nderlr'tﬂs' Jor School - Te eaching vl be

recetved into the Nor mal ;Sf’;/wo[

. On this subject the Board of Lquwnon have auopted the fol—
‘ Io\\ ing regulations :—
RcaoI'. ed that, :
- %1, In consequence of the mabmty of the Hcad \Iaster to
¢ proceed to (Amada, s0 as to open the Normal School in July
% next, the opening of the Institution be postponed until as early
“ in antomn as practicable.
" ¢ 2. Every candidate for admission into the School in order to
“ his being. received, must comply with the iullomnfr condi-
“ tions :—(1.) He must be sixteen years of age. (2. He must
“ produce a-certificate of good moral character, signed by the
¢ Clergyman or Minister of ‘the religious dénomination of which
“ he is a meniber: (3.) He must.be -able to read and write in-
“ telligibly, and be acquainted with the simple Tules-of arith-
“ metic. (4.) He must declare, in writing, that he intends to de-
“‘.vote himself to the profession of Teaching School, and that his
% object in eoming to the Normal School is to quahfy himself bet-
“ter for the important duties of that profession. (Other stu-
“ dentb, not candidates for School Teaching, to be admitted- with-
“ out s1gmng a document of their intention to become Teachers,
“ on paying the fees and dues to be preseribed.)
«3. Upon the foregoing conditions, candidates for School

. - % Teaching shall be admitted to all- the advantacres of the Normal

% School, without anj y charge, ecither for Taition or for the Books
¢ whicli they may be required to use in the School.
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4 4. The candidates for School Teaching in the Normal School-
¢ shall board and lodge in the city, under such regulations as
“ shall, from time to time, be approved by this Board, and each
“4 pupll (attending the School on his own account) shall be al-
4 Jowed a sum not exceeding five shlllmgs per week, towards the
. % expenses of his board.

.5, The candidates for School Teaching, selected by the Dis-
% trict and City Councils, shall not bé charged more than the
. % amount paid for their board in the city.

- % @, The foregoing Resolutions be transmitted by Circular to
4 the District and City Councxls, for their mformatmn, and to the
4 public through the newspapers.”

With a view of extending the advantages of the Normal Sehool
as widely as possible, the’ Board addressed a Circular letier to the
Municipal Councils of Upper Canada, dated 4th August, 1846,
suggesting that each Council select one or more young men, by :
- ~public competmon, and support them at the Normal School. A

copy of this Circular is given in the Appendix to this Report,

marked No.1. Several Municipal Councils have cordially re-
sponded to_the Circular of the Board ; and I doubt not but others

will do the same, as soon as the Norm'xl School shall have been .

brought into operation. .

IV Buildings for t]ze*Normal School. .

At the first meetmo of the Board of Educatmn, it was'proposed -
to apply to the Government for permission to_occupy the Go-
vernment House and premiises of the late Province of Upper Ca-
nada, as the building could be easily adapted for the purposes of
a Normal School, the grounds being spacious and beautiful ; and .

. a great saving of expense would thereby be effected by converting
to. such a purpose, buildings which were. falling into decay, and

premises which were useless to the Province. Some private cor-

respondence, which had taken place between the Superintendent of

Schools and 2 leading Member of the Government, on the subject,
was laid before the Board; and the Board readily concurred ‘in
the propriety of opening a correspondence with the Government,
with the view of obtaining the premises-in question. The cor-

_respondence resulfed in an order from His Excellency, the Earl of
Catheéart, to the Mayor of T oronto, to put the Supenntendent of
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Sehools for Upper Canada into possession of the’ prexmses, for a
Provincial Normal School and Education Office. - The intimation
of the order was dated 17th September, 1846. The Board con-
tracted forthwith for the thorough repair of the buildings, which
has been effected for little less than £550. I believe the selection
of these premises will be fully justiﬁe(l b.y the test of experience

V. Selection and Recommendation of Books for the use qf Common
» Bchools in Upper Camda

One part of the duty of the Board of Educatmn is ¢ To exa-
~ % mine, and recommend or disapprove of, all Books, Plans, or
% Forms which may be submitted - to them with a view to their
G use in Schools” ; and I lost no time in laying before the Board
specimeiis of the Natxonal School Books, and the advantageous
terms on which, I believe, from personal conversations “with the

" Commissioners in Dublin, these admirable books could be ob-

tained ; as also permission to reprint themin Upper Canada. ' An .
official communieation was directed to be addressed in behalf of
the Board to the Commissioners of National Education in Ireland,
on the subject ; in reply to which the Board received permission
to reprint the National School Books in Upper Canada, and the -
offer, on the -part of the Commxssmners, to sapply the Dublin
editions for Canadian Schools at ‘cost prices, nearly one hundred
per cent helow the retail selling price of these books to the British
ublic.
d The Board, feehng that their duty in this respect was one -
of great dehcacy, as well as of great importance, resolved fo pro-
- ceed'in a manner the least liable to objection from'any quarter.
. There being no series of School: Books.published in Upper Canada,
the Board thought it best not t3 interfere with any of the few
isolated School Books which are ‘piblished in the Province, either
* by way of recommendation or disapproval ; but to recommend the
 complete and admirable series of National School Baoks, and to -
adopt such measures to carry their recommendation into effect as
~would not at all affect the competition and fair profits of the
_ Trade, while they would greatly promote the advantages of the
public and the best interests of our Common Schools, in regard to
both the prices and the character of School Books.
The Board, in the first instance, advertised for Tenders for
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re—pnntmg these books, proposing to confine its own privilege
of re-prmtmrr them to the publisher or publishers who would
engage to print them'in a style similar to the Dublin Editions, at
‘the lowest prices to the public. Several Tenders were sent, in for
1e—prmt1ng single numbers of the Series, in the terms of which
there was scarcely a shadow of difference ; but no Publishing
House was willing to invest the capital and assume the responsi-
bility of reprinting the entire Series at the reduced prices of the
imported editions. “The Board determined, at length, to extend
its own privilege of re-printing the National Books to any
publisher in.Canada who might cheose to avail himself of it, re~

_ serving merely the right of expressing-its opinion, favourable or
otherwise, as to the correctness or quality of any re-prints of them.”
The Board adopted a similar course with a view to facilitate and
encourage the importation of the National School Books—extend-

‘ mg its recommendation to the National Commissioners in Dublin,
in behalf of any person in Upper Canada, to be furnished with ™
their books at their proposed reduced prices, Who would engage
to sell them at the rate of not more than two pence curreney for’

* every perny sterling of the cost prices. Several Canadian Book-
sellers have availed themselves ‘of this offer of the Board ; and
two Publishing Houses in Toronto have got the first three Readers
of the series Stereotyped—ifac simalies of the last Dublin Editions.
Being satisfied in my own mind that furnishing each Municipal
Council in Upper Canada- with a complete set of the National
School Books—as specimens—would tend greatly to facilitate and
promote their introduction- into our Schools, I determined, if pos-
sible, to accomplish that object at my own expense. Accord‘mvlv
I wrote to the ‘Secretaries of the National Commissioners in Dub-
lin, explaining fhe object I had in view; anthrequesting to be

informed as to the lowest terms at which they would farnish me-

with twenty-three sets of their books for such a purpose. The .
National Commissioners far exceeded my request and my expec-
tations, by. presenting me with twenty-five complete sets, nof only
of the books published by them, but also of those sanctioned by -
them, and of their Annual Reports—each set consisting of more
than fifty puhhcatlons. L

The following is an extract from the reply directed by the Iﬂd—.
) tlonal Commissioners to my application :— .
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% EDGCATION OFFICE,
“ Dublin, 1si May, 1847.
« Sm,—u-Havm?, g laid before the-Commissioners of National Edu-
-¥% cation, your letter of the 22nd March last, we are now to inform.
“ you that the Commissioners, appreciating your earmest and ‘sin-
¥ gere desire to promote liberal Education in Upper Canada, -and
“ also, to facilitate the dissemination of the Irish National School
“ Books in that Colony, have great pleasurc in presenting yom.
“ with twentwﬁse sets of the publications of this Board, for tht .
 important purpose stated in your gratifying commumcatlon, freo -
_ “ of any charge, except for freight, &c. .
“ In addition, the Com*mq:xoner»; send for your accéptance,
% twenty-five sets of School Books, not published but sanctlgned
“ by them, in the Trish National Schools; and also, a complete
“ Series of the Annual Reports of the Commissioners, thh chool _
© ¢ Registers, Daily Report Boohs. Class Rolis, &e., in sets of
“ twenty-five each.
4 Ve enclose a list of the Bocks, &e., contmned in thc several
% parcels. The various packages have been made up in five
“ chests, addressed to you, Education OPﬁcc, Toronto, and coh-
¢ signed to the Messrs. E lliott, Liverpool, to be shipped for Mon~
~¢ greal; the freight and shipping charges will be paid by the
¢ Messts. Elliott, and when we receive their account of the same,
“ it shall be forwarded to you.” : /

V1. Means employec’ to brmg the  present Common Sshool Act snto
= general operatzmz

Having stated the measures which have beeti adoptéd in Grder
to establish a Provincial Normal School, and te inireduce an
- eniform Series of suitable School Books mto the Commion Sehools,
T will now briefly staté'the steps which have been takén to bring
the general provisions of the Act into operation. '

1. Believing that one of the most serious ohstacles to the pré-
gress of Common School Instruction.in the Country was the
ignarance, and consequently indifférence, which existed as to its
real state, T prepared and got prinied a Table of the Statisties
of Common.Schools in Upper Canada, since the commencenient 6f
the present system, bringiug: together on one sheet, and into one
view. all the Statistical Tnformation which the quc‘mon ‘Offica

: R
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and Statistical Returns in Upper Canada, sinwe 1841, coald fur—
nish. A eopy of this paper was sent to each of the Municipal
Councils, and to. the Editor of each Newspaper in Upper Canada,
. besides many others, and it attracted considerable attemtion, as
well it might—shewing the comparative and deplorably backward:
state of Elementary Inbtmcuon in UpperCanada. at the-same time
that it cxhibited the progress of Commou Schools dizxing the Tast
- .few years. This Table of Statisties is given in the Appendix te -
_ this Report, marked No.
2. In the next place, I add:e:acd & Cirealar to the Manicipal

Couneils, explaining the leading principles en which the present . -

School Law is founded ; the principal duties of . Distriet Couneils,
and the advantages arising from adopsing properfy as the basis of

& supporiing Common Scheols. Tle District of Huren Las_nobly
led the way in the apphwtxon of this prineigle. . "The C:rpular re-
ferred to is marked No. 3, in the Appendix.,

3. I then propescd a Book of Forms and Regulations for makmo'
Reports, and conducting all necessary proceedings under the Sta-

- tte, mcluﬂmg the forms for District Councils,, for District Super-
mtendants, School Trustees and Teachess, together with remarks
on their several duties, and the organization and gosernment of
€ommon Schaols, in regard to religious instruction, &e., &e. &c.
(See Appendix No. 4.) =

I order that errors might he avoided in holding the First An~

* nual School Meetings under the Act, I had triplicate forms of
Trustees Notices of such meetings prmtcd (with requisite direc- -
tions on each,) and sent them mth the Book of Forms to the
several Distriet Superintendants, for distribution to the Trustees
of each School Section. . No instance has come to my knowledge
of any irregularity having been complaimed of in regard to -
the calling and constitution of a School Meeting where these

* printed blank riotices: were received-—presenting a gratifying eon— .
trast to the disputes which have arisen from such irregularity in
former years,

4. In transmitting the prmted Statutes, Formis, and Bsgnla—
uons,AI addressed a Circular to District Saperintendants, remark-
ing on' some Ppoints, essential to the improvement of our Common
Schools—the importance of introducing an uniform Series of Zext
Books in the Schocls—the special objects of observation and inquiry
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in the inspection of the Sthools, and the spirit and manter in
which the School Act should be administered.

This Circular will be found in the Appendix, marked No. 5.

5. I was proceeding with a similar Circular to Trustees of
Common Schools, when I found the provisions of the Act, in rela-
tion to.the most important and difficult part of their dutxes s0 in~
definitive and defective, that I thought it better to defer any
formal communication on the subject until this part of the Act
should be amended. The Scheol Bill, as originally prepared and
introduced into the Legislative Assembly, expressly defined the
powers of Trustees relative to imposing rate-bills for the repairs

~of Schoel Houses, Salaries of Teachers, &c. This clause was
opposed and lost in the House of Assembly, and no other was sub-
stituted in its place, so that Trustees have been not a little per-
plexed to know on whom or on what principle they are authorized
ﬁto levy rate-bills for the repairs of School-houses, &e. -

" Indefiniteness and obscurity in so vital and practical a provision
of the Act has given rise to considerable dissatisfaction, and the
defect is charged upon those who had sought to prevent it.

“6. In order to secare uniformity and completeness in the Re-
ports of Trastees and District Superintendants for the current
year, I have got blank forms of Reports printed, and 1 shall dis~
tribute them before the close of the year. ' '

. 7. I have some fime since submitted the propriety of publishing
s semi-monthly Journal of Eduection, devoted exclusively to that
subject; also, of making a personal visit in the course of the yes, -

to eack District in Upper Canada, employing a day or two in free

conference with the Sup“*mtendant Visitors, and other friends of

popular Education in e: - « District, on the present system of pub-
lic instruction, and the best means of promoting its efficiency.
‘But 1 have not as yet fearned His Exeellency’s pleasure on Gither
ofthese propositions.
Such have been the means emplo;ed in addition to the ordi-
. nary correspondeace of the Education Office, to carry the present .
School Act into effect. It is, of course, impossible to state results
within less than six months after. the general provisions of the Aet
have come inte operation. But were it:consistent with tho obfect "
of this Report, I vould adduce conclusive evidence of an anmva—
ment in the nrgammtwn and prospects of Gommon Schools in
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several Districts. _ Should the Act, with the amendments of it
which bhave been submitted 1o the consideration of the Govern~.

. ment, be allowed as fair a trial as the preceding Act, I have no

donbt of results the most gratxfymn' to every friend of Pubhc Edu-
cation. :

VIL OMsz'tion and objections to the Commtm' School Act.

It is not possible to pass ‘a law against which objections would
not be made from some quarters, and .the introduction of the best’
law is necessarily attended with some inconvenience. -When the
Common School Act of 1843 superseded that of 1841, so sericus -
was the derangement of the whole School system of Upper Canada,
that many of the provisions of the Act of 1843, could nothe carried
into effect during the first year of its exxstence; Trustees, in many
instances, could not be elected as required by the Act, the Chief
Superintendant of Schools, by order of the Gov ernor in Council,
found it necessary to exercise an arbitrary discretion in dlsposmo'

oo many cases brought before him, without regard to the require- -

ments of the Act; no School Reports for 1843 were presented to.
the Education Oﬂice, in consequence of the passing of that Act, .

.and consequently the data contemplated by the Act for appor~
-tioning and distributing, and paying the Legislative Schoel grants

for 1844, were wanting. ~Under such circumstances, there was
much. embarrassment and confusion, and, in some cases, serious
loss to individuals.

It would not have been sm*pnsmg, ‘then, if some confusion had

+ attended the transition from the late to the present School Act.

But I am not aware that such has beenthe case. The machmeryu
of the new Act has gone into operation without occasioning any
derangement of our School affairs.

When the School Law in the nenghhounng State of New York
was first-established, many School Districts, and even Counties, re~
fused to act undér it; but I know of no example of the kindin Upper

- Canads, noththstandmg the ‘efforts of a section of the publie

-

press to create such oppesition at the ume the Act was about to

eome into operation,

© The dissatisfaction created at the time was-not aga.mst the pro-

" visions of the School Act, but against what certain parties tepre-

sented to be its provisions, before ite general distribution; not
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against its operations, bit against what certain pasties represented
would be its operations. However, the ecirculation of the Act-
itself, and its actual operations, lave corrceted most of the false
impressions which had been ) ,)wduced by misrepresentations.

It has been found, that so for from the Trustees Laving, no
power to employ a Teacher without the permission of the Chief
Superintendent, -they have more power than had been vonferred
upon School Trustees by the former Act, and ean employ whom
they please, and in what manner and for what time they please; -
that so far from the Board of Education interfering in matters of
eonscience between parents and children, and compeliing parents
to forego cheap and buy dear school hooks, the Board has o an-
therity of the kind, and has employed its best exertions to bring
within the reach of all parents cheap as well as good books ; that -
so far from the Chief Superintendant of Schools having authority
to introduce what-books he pleases into Schools, he has no authe-
sity whatever in respect to introducing books ; and so far from
‘having power to employ and dismiss School Teachers at his plea-
. sure, he has no power to employ a School Teacher at 21, or even
to give him a legal certificate of ‘qualification ; that he has.no -
_power to interfere in the affairs of any School Sectmn, unless ap-
_pealed to by s.mc party concerned ; that his decisions haveinno .
" ease the au:hority of a Court of Law that both his power and-
his duty relate to seeing the condltwns imposed by the Legisla~
ture fulfilled in the expenditure of the Legxalatxve School Grazt ;
that his power is much less than is given to a similar officer in
. the neighbouring State of New -York, and is an acenmulation of
labour, and not an éxercise of any arbitrary authority ; that every -
act of the Chief Superintendant of Schools is subject to the autho~
rity of a Government responsible fo the Legislature of the  coun~
“try. But while the constitntion of the Loard of Edueation has
been ostensibly objected to, I believe the real objection is rather -
against that with which the Board has been identified, namely; the -

- prohibition of United States School Books in our, Common Schools.
1t seems to be supposéd that if there were no Board of Education

to recommend Books to be used in Schools, there would be o ex- - -

elusion of American Books from the Schools.
_ 'The extent to which these Books have been introduced into our
Schools during the last ten years is almost incredible. ¥ believe
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that nearly one balf of the Books used iri our Schools are from the
United States. I have been informed by a gentléman who had
attended the examination of a Cemmon School, somé months
‘since, in the interior of the Home District, that out of twenty-
seven different Sehool Books in the School twenty-five of them
were American.. These Books are recommended by their adap-
tation to Elementary Schools, by their style nd cheapness, in
coniparison of Sehool Books heretofore printed in Canada. :

Many persons- have become concerned in the trade of these
Books ; and many Teachers and parents have acquired a partiality
for them Yet no one finds it convenient to come forth publicly

" and advocate the use of American Books in Canadian Schools.

It is found more convement to attack the supposed instrument
of their exclusion. -

Hence the attacks upon the ‘Board of Educanon and the Super-
intendant of Schools in respect to School Books. The fact, how--
ever, is, that Ameriean School Books, unless permitted by the
Board, are excluded by the 30th Section of the Statute ; ‘whereas

“the Board of Education is constituted by the 3rd Secnon

“In regard to the exclusion of American Books from ourSchools,
1 have explained, as 1 have had opportunity, that it is not be-

" cause they are foreign books simply that they are excluded, al~

though it is patriotic o use our own in preference to foreign pub~ -

" lications ; but because they are, with very few exceptions, anti-

British, in every semse of the word.

. They are unlike the School Books of any ‘other emhghteaed
people go-far as I bave the means of knowing.  The School
Books of Germany, France, and Great Britain, contain nothing
hostile to the institutions or derogatory to the character of any
other nation. 1 know not of -a single English School Book in
which there is. an allusion to the United States not calculated to

. excite a feeling of respect for their inhabitants and government.

It is not so with American School Books. - With very few exeep-
tions, they abound in statements and aflusions preludmml to the
{institutions and character of the British nation.. ' It.may be said
thai such statéments and allusions are “few and far between,”
and exert no injurious influence upon the minds of children and
their parents. But surely no School Book would be tolerated

" whith should eontain statements and allumons “few and far be-
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gween” against the character and institutions of our commoﬂ
Christianity. And why should heoks. be authorized -or used in
" our Schools inveighing agmnst the character and institutions of -
-our common country ? ~ And as to the influence of such publica-
tmns, I believe, though silent and imperceptible in its operations,
it is more extenbxve and powerful than is generally supposed. [k
believe such.books are one element of powerful influence against
~ the established Government of the country. From facts which
have comé {o my knowledge, I believe it will be found, en' in-
~ quiry, that in Zprecisely those parts of Upper Canada where
United States Séhool Books had been used most extensively,
‘there the spirit» of the insurrection in 1837, and 1838, was most
prev valent. :

" The section of the Act exc]udmg fumxgn School Books, i is; k »
have good reason to. believe, the real cause of much of the hosti-
lity which has been manifested, in some quarters, against the au-

" thority. of the Board of Educatxon,—.m authority which is deemed
- mecessary, in some form or other, in every country in whicha |
public sytem of Schools is established.

Though lmpressed with the magnitude of the evil ansxng from
the indiscriminate use of United States Books in our Sehools, I’
have thought it premature to recommend the enforcement of the
law excluding them, until a proper supply of equally cheap, if not
- - cheaper books, recommended by the Board of Education, should
be provided. This, I believe, will be done in the course of the
current year; and ¥ doubt not but all pames in. the Legislature

will agrée in the propriety and expedlencv of using our owg
hooks in our own Schoels.

Another ground of opposition, in some qnarters, to the present
Beliool Aet, is, the exclusion of Alen Teachers from our Schools,

# think that less evil arises from the employment of American .
Teachers, than from the mse of American School Books. Some
=aguestionable friends of British Government, and deeply inte-
“rested in the catise of popular education, represent that the clause

* of the Act mot allowing - Iegaf certificates of qualification ag . -
' Teachers to Aliens, operates, in’ some places, injuriously to the:
mterests of Commen Schools, as Aliens are the best Teachers
that can be procured in those places. The provision. prohibiting:
the qnailﬁcatzorr of Ahenc as Common School Teachers constitn-
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ted the 87th Section of the Sdzool Act’ef 1843 trat as it did not
~ take effect until 1846, it has been erronconsly xdentxﬁed with the
~ present Act in contradistinction to the late Act. .Trustees and
- parents can employ Aliens er whom they please as Teachers ; hut
both the late 'md present School Act confine the etpendlture of
the School Fund to the remuneration of Teachers possessing
- legal certificates of quailiieaticn. Whatever may be thought of
. the wisdom or expediency .of the clause restricting legal certifi-
cates of qualification to ratural-horn or naturalized British sub-
jects in the first instance, I believe the public sentiment is against
its repeal, and in favour of having the youth of the country
taught by cur fellow subjects, as well as out of our own books. .
District. Councils have experienced -embarrassment and disap-
pointinent on finding their powers limited, as under the late Act, -
by the restrictive phlase “ within, the limits of their powers of
© '« imposing taxes,” in the eighth section, and a corresponding -
phrase in the tenth - section, in consequence of which they have
been unable to impose the' requisite assessments for the_erection
of School-houses. These phrases having been introduced into-the
Bill while it was before the Lernslature, and referring to an Act
* with the provisions of which I was unacquainted, I had no con~
ceptlon of their effects until the latter part of last year, when I
“learned that District Councils could not impose assessments ex~
ceeding in all, for any one year, two pence iu the paund I have -
heen informed that nearly ﬁfny applications were made {o ome
- District Councxl at one session, for assessments to aid in the
exectmn of School Houses, when it was found that the Council had
not the power of responding practically to such a gratifying and -
nable spirit.on. the part of its constituents. The dissatisfaction
* occasioned by this manifest "defeet in the Scheol Act was as
"strong as the diappointment experienced was bitter. I trust it
- wilkbe remedied during the present Session of the Legislature. -
A ‘similar inconvenience has been felt by Tmstees in at-
' tmnptmg to effect the requisite repairs of School Houses; in. con-
guence of their powers having been limited by the loss of the-
cdlanse to which [ have referred in. the former part of this Report.’
The Schoot House is for the School Section. at large, and alk the
inhabitants of such Section shonld be liabls for its. repaivs as welt
- as erection. I doubt not the defect of the Act in this respect wiil
ako be remedied dnrmg the present Session of the Legislature.
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- There is another clause, against which, I have been informed,
more repugnance is felt than against any other provision of the
Act ,,onamely, the latter part of the fifth clause of the 27th Sec-
tion, in the following words: “ And before such Trustees, or any
% one on their hehalf, shall be entitled to receive from the Dis-
“ triet Supermtendent their share ‘of the Common School Fund,
“they should furnish him with a declaration from the Secretary-
¢ Treasurer that he has actually and boné fide received and has
“in his possession, for the payment of the Teacher, a sum suffi-

¥ cient, with such allowance from the Common School Fund, for
“ the purposes aforesaid ”; that is;"that the Trustees have pald )
the Teacher what they had agreed to pay- hlm, in addition to the .
amount due from the School Fund, up to the time of their giving -
-him an order upon the District Supermtendent If the Trustees
have agreed to pay him at the rate of five, ten, or more pounds
per guarter, or ‘half-yearly, in addition to their share of the-
- Sehool Fund, it is required-that they should pay him, or have in
- hand to pay hlm, that sum of five, ten, or more pounds, as the
case may be, in order to be entitled to their share of the School ' -
Fund. The object of the clause is to secure to the Teacher the

punctual payment of one part of his Salary as well ‘as the other, . - -

" whether that part be lLittle or much; as may be, agreed on be-
tween him and his Trustee employers. At the same time, such
an obligation will furnish Trustees with an -additional argument
as well as inducement to insist upon the payment by parents of
children attending the- School, the several small amounts which
they have subscribed, or for which they may have been rated. -

The only objectlon of which I am aware against such a re-

- quirement by the Legislature, as a condition of paying its beunty, .
. is, that parents are not able to pay_ the Teacher’s quarterly fees.
- Butisnot each parent more able, and is it nMuch more reason-- -
able that he should be required to pay the few shillings quar-
terly fees due from him to the Teacher, than that the poor
‘Teacher should be. deprived of the  punctual payment of the
~ aggregate amount of School fees due him? In addition to the
claims of justice, upon the ground of labour performed, the argu-
ment of need is much stronger on the side of the 7 eaclzcr than on’
that of his employere -

L
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It is very natural, of course, tbai a clause of the Act strongly
providing for the punctual payment of small debts, should be un-
popular with persons reluctant to pay those.debts; bat that .

- sarely is no valid reason or argument for 2 poor man being left =
at the pleasure of such debtors, "and long denied the small fruits
of his hard labours.. Men of busiwess- know that frequent and
punctual payments are, as a general rule, the easiest payments ;
and those who would do to a Teacher as they would be done by,
will be anxious that he shoukl bave éeclxrlay for the punctual
payment of his means of mbmsteme, while those who wish to
retain themselves what is due t6 the T eacher, otght to be com- .
pel]ed ‘to pay him. . ‘

Should Trustees, in any case, rc»ort 10 prevarication i in respect
to this clause of the Act, such an evil can be but partial, and wﬂl
soon cure itself, as it will recoil upon its authers.

. My strong conviction'is, that this least popular clause of the
Act—though attended with some opposition, and perhaps inconve~

" nience in some cases, on its first introduction—will ultimately, if
-allowed to remain, prove a great boon to Teachels, a.great help
to Trustees, and a great benefit to Common Schools. g

" - Some attempts have been made to excite-opposition to the Act
by representing the system as compulsory, and that Lducatlon
should be left to woluntary gﬁ‘ort The duty of the State to pro-

. vide for the educstion of its population has heen admitted and
avowed by ‘every constitutional- government of Christendom, as
well Republican as Monarchieal ; and I do not think the Govern-’
ment and Legislatare of Canada will abandon their duty in- this

_tespect to gratzfy the selfishrass of some wealthy individuals, or -
the ultiaism of certain par’mzwm But our system of Schools is -
not compulsory, inghe sense in which that term is applied to-des-

_ potic goverumems/l’he vote of the Parliamentary grant is the

/voluntary Act of the people, through their Legislative Representa-
tives; the rzception of a part of that grant and the levying of an
assessinent,\is the voluntary act of the people in each Distriet

“4 through their Council Representatives; the reception of ‘a part of

' 4 -the School Fund by any School Section, and the levying of a

. & Rate-bill, is the voluntary Act ‘of the peopIe in-such Section,
§ through theu' Trustee Representatxves in ‘addition to which, the_

{’g present Act does not require Trustees to levy a Rate-bill at all,.



"but authorizes them to adopt voluntary subccnptlon, 1fthev prefer
it, and then enables them to collect the amount of each voluntary
subsmpnon as promptly apd in the same ma.nner as if it had
been imposed by Rate-bill.

~ An objeciion has been made from another quarter, that the

- Act does not give fo the Clergy sufiicient power as School Visi-
‘tors. I know not what greater power could be given to the
Clergy without destroying the Schiool system ; and I believe any
Clergyman who diligently and judiciously exercises the power
given him by the Act, will find himself 2ble to do much good.
If any Clergyman Wﬂl not-avail himself of the facilities which

“the Act aﬁ‘erdsuhm of encouraging and inflaencing the education

" of Canadian youth, because it does mot give him a positive con-
trol in the Schools, which cannot be severcd from their Trnstees .

- and Provincial management, it is to he hoped that few will

. imitate his example, but that all will take inlo consideration the
" social condition and eircumstances of the country, and contribute -
their -pious- and- ap'pmpmte exertions fo advance its general -
walfare.

Sucharéthe pmncg;al oujectxonsvmc.zlhaw e heard urged against
the present Common School Act.” Some of them, it will be seen,
arise from opposition to any public School Sy stem whatever ;

. others are founded upon miupgre‘tensmns produced by mlsrepre-‘
sentations ; ‘others again relate to clauses whieh, it is.to be
hoped, will soon be amended while others proceed from foreign
predilections, and not from any thing unusual in the provisions
of the Aet. With some provisions for the better estabhshment
and maintenance of Common Schools in Citiés and Towns, and -
the amendment of certain clauses of the Statute, I think action, -

- rather than legislation, is required to promote the instraction of
the rising generation ; that the law should- not be changed with--

out a trial ; that improvements, as occasion may require, rather ..

than revolutlons, should be made in the School System ; that ex-
perience is a safer guide than speculation in this most important
department of legislation and government. I think the founda~
~tion laid ought not to be subverted or shaken; the ercction and
completion of the smperstructure must be the work of time as
well as of persevering industry. : -
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In reporting the méans employed to bring the various provi-
sions of the New School Act into operation, I have thought it
proper thus to notice the chief objections which have been made
against some of its provisions, and the grounds of such objections.
" From the increased interest which is felt and manifested in most .
parts of the Province in the. stbject of public Education, from the
obvious improvement which is reported as progressmg in the or-
ganization and management: of the Schools in several Districts,
and from- the declme of party feeling and the cultxvatlon and
.growth of practlcal and intelligent sentiments among the- people,
I hope to be able, in subsequent Reports, to present some sub-
stantial fruits of the exertions of the Legislature and Govern~
* ment in promoting this. most vxtal .and general mterest of our

- common country.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient, humble servant,

EGER. RYERSON.



APPENDIX.

- (No. L)
CIRCULAR OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION.

To the Municipal Councils of the several Districts and Cities in
Upper Canada.

GENTLEMEN,—The new,School Act.for Upper Canada has provi~
ded for the appointment of a Board of Education, whose special duty it is
to select and recommend proper Books and Libraries; and to establish

"a Normal School for the better education of School Teachers in
Upper Canada.

‘We, to whom this duty has been assi rrned have undertaken 1t with
a deep conviction of its importance and difficulty, and with an earnest
desire to perform it in a manner that will promote, to the greatest
possible extent, the best interests of the country.

Addressing ourselves to the work committed to us, with an interest
in common with our fellow 'subjects, we hope for the cordial and
generous co-operahon of the several District Councils, in promofing
the jmportant objects for which the Board has been constituted.

In respect to School Books, it may be sufficient at the present time
for us to state, that we shall endavour to make such arrangements, that

“those School Books which may be recommended by -the Board of
Education, for use in schools, shall have the additional advantage of
being the cheapest as well as the best of their kind. Reduction in the. .
price of School Books will, indeed, follow as the natural consequence-

* of the use of a uniform series throughout the Province. Persons in -
this branch of business will find it expedient to supply themselves with _
books which are in general and permanent demand ; and, like all other
articles in general and constant use, the price of such books will be

" reduced in proportion to the extent of their cxrculatxon and the facxlmex
of procuring them.
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Butthe subject which we desire to submit to the serious and favour-
- able consideration of the Municipal Councils of Upper Canada, relates
to the Provincial Normal School, which the Board hope to be able to
bring into operation in the course of a few months. It is proposed to
commence this institution at Toronto, in buildings formerly occupied
as the Government House of Upper Canada. For the full success of
any Provincial system, or Provincial e:hbhshment the cordial support
and co- operation of the Province at large is necessary. -
: The Législature has granted the sum of fifteen hundred pounds, to
procure and furnish buildings for the establishment, and then fifteen
‘handred pounds per annum, to aid in defrayihg the current expenses,
of it. 'To procure the furniture and apparatus of the establishment,
. independent of the buildings, will require a Iarge portion.of the first-
named sum ; and the experieneg of other countries,.similarly situated
to ours, sufficiently shows how mueh the eurrent expenses of such an
" establishment must éxceed the sumr aranted to aid in defraying them.
Such an aid mwht, indeed, be suﬂ'icxent, should the terms of board and

taition be as high as are usually required at public and private schoolss .

Bt this would, in a great” measure, defeat the very object contemplated
in establishing a Prov meml Normal' chool, which is to afford as great”’

‘facﬂmes as possible for the training of young candidates for School- -

‘teaching. Not a few of the most promising of. this class of young
men are destitute of means, and others of them possess very limited -
" means, for the acquisition of the advantages afforded by the Normal
School. :

In thase Eumpean countries whnch are best supplied with Normal
Schools, the local municipal departments—analagous to our districts—
are required to contribute the principal part of the sums necessary -for
the support of the Normal Schools. Our own Legislature, like that of
the neighbouring State of New York, has not imposed any legal .
obligation on the several local Mummpahtxes, m this respect, but has
Jeft it to their own enlightened hberahty In the State of New York,
in addition to the legislative grant of £2250 to procure bmldm
.apparatus,” &c., for a State Normal School, at Albany, and £2500 per
-annum to aid in its support, the Authorities of different Counties
¢ontribute to the same object, in the most simple and efficient form, by

selecting and supporting’ each ‘two, four, or more of their own most .

meritorious youth at the School. The Authorities of such Counties
determine to support, at the Sfate Normal School, during the preseribed
course of instriiction, a certain number of their own youth to bé selected
by, means of competition before Examiners, who are appointed for that

3
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porpose, and who appoint a day for the examination of cdndids}tes; and

- gelect those candidates who, in connexion’ with satisfactory testimonies
of moral character, evince the best qualifications and abilities for the
profession of teacher. If the Municipal- Council of each District and
City in Canada West will take-this subject into consideration, and thus
provide for the training, at the Provincial Normal School, of two or i
more youth from each of their respective Municipalities, tl:e Model and
other principal Schools throughout Upper Canada v:ill soon be supplied

" by the best class of native Teachers; and, ultimately, through the
Normal and Model Schools, will all the Schools in the Provinee be
provided with Teachers, trained in the country, and in the same system
of instruction.

- We would, therefore, submit to each District Council the eXpedxency
and great advantage of selecting, through Examiners appomted by the
Council, two or more of the most meritorious and promising young men
in each District for the Provincial Xormal School. Let the Examiners
give pubh.c, notice of a day, on which competitors for the honour and
advantage O‘f District Council Schoolships in the Provincial hormal
School* mav ‘present. tliemselvés for examination, each. successful -

" eandidate to atiend the Normal School during the prescribed eourse of
' instruction, upon the condition, that he will engage to pursue Schoqi- ’
teflchmtr for a period of not less than fire years, or refund the money
-advanced by the District in his.behalf. On the importance and
"advantage-to Parents and Gardians, as well as to,Children and the
Publie, of training Teachers in a Normal School, we refer yeu to the
Superintendent’s Report on a system of - Elementary Instraction for
Upper Canada, pages 40 (@ 43. .

On the other hand, the Board of Education will engage to receive
‘and have instructed in the Normal and Model School such scholars at
"the rate of twenty—ﬁve pounds each, per annum, mcIudmwBoard Fuel,

"Washing, Tuition and Books used i in school, such schelars being sub-
. ject to the reauntxon applicable to” ‘all others, namely; a trial of three
months as to capacity and disposition both to learn and to ‘teach.

The sum required to support tiwo'young men froma District, would
scarcely amount, on an average, to a half-penny for each inhabitant ;
whereas both the individual and pubuc advantage would be great and -
permanent:, ; -

The Board of Education venture to hope, that this subject Will receive

" the favourable consideration of the several District Councils ; and to
their early, as well as patrxotrc and benevolent attention, we earnestly _
recommend it.- It is the purpose of the Board to educate young men’
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. for Canada, as well as in it, and ‘that the whole system -of domestie
economy, discipline and instruction, at the Provincial Normal School,
shall have reference to the future circumstances and employment of the
scholars. !

(Signed) ¢ MICHAEL, Bxsnoy OF Toxomo,
K ’ Clz‘azrman,
EGERTON RYERSON,
H. J. GRASETT,
S.B.. HARRISON,
JOSEPH C. MORRISON,
HUGH SCOBIE,
J. S. HOWARD.

Eovcuxon Ormcz, :
Toronto, .ﬁugust 4tk 1846

- A true copy
J. GEORGE HODGINS
Recordmg Clerk.
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STATISTICS OF COMMON SCHOOLS IN UPPEB CANADA. o : k -
: : : L - . - - . EDUCATION OFFICE, U. C. )
) . o L . N . Lo ) Toroxnro, September, 1846., . . )
In compiling the following Statistics, all the sources of information accessible to the Education Office have been exhausted. The first law under which Common School Reports were made was passed in 1841. These Reports, therefore, com-
mence with 1842,  Another School Law having been passed in 1843, no Returns were made for that year. Many of the refurns are very defective ; so that the Statistics contained in the following Table present, in many instances, merely an
approximation to the truth. The Returns for 1845 are less defective than.those of any preceding year.. It is to be hoped, that the Returns for the present and: future years will be still more complete. . -
Itis to be observed, that in that portion of the Population which is represented as not attending any’ (Common) School, are included all those who attend Colleges, District Grammar Schools, and Private Schools. . A complete view of the

state of Education in Upper Canada cannot be given, untii the attendance at these Establishments is ascertained. The following Table presents only a statistical view of the state and progress of Commion Schools'in Upper Canada since 1842 ; as
such, it is believed, it will not be without interest, and may serve as the basis of some interesting inquiries and practical suggestions. R . e g -
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Number of Schools in 1842i.......0 b v eesreees Bl 9431 112 24* 58 731 "120% . 108*. 62* | -56% 119* | “53F]  220% - 5a* 102% 130* 574 16* 68*% 118% 254 . 102%
Number of Schools in 1844....cccevirerieiree 2,610 169 40 71 112 215 167 . 107 83 156 65 318 85 . 209 235 .77 78 121 165 | 30 107
Numberfoé Sl;:‘lilr?hbllel 1845£h..4fd.é., 2,736- 174 39 83 117 217 167 102, 98 |- 177 84 312 -78 221 - 191 9L | 90| 122 190 44 139
‘Ratio of Children between the ages of 5 and 16 years to the : ’ . 3 o ; :
. whole Po-gn]atig: in 1842h, 1 child for evex;ly....i 3 3% 3% 4 . 3% 3 4 3% 8% 3% 33 2% 3 % 3% 84 ) 3 3% 3 34
Ratio of Children between the ages of 5 ard 16 years to the} | L : s i o " a
... whole Population in 1844, 1 child for every....,y.,"..‘....;;.... } 3% 3 | 3% [NoRepty 3| 3§ 33| 3% 34 2% 3 23 2 3 35 2} 23 24 23 4 2%
* Ratio of Pupils to the whole Population in 1842, 1 pupil for ever) 73 719 6 . 8 71- 9% 73 O D 61 6¢| . 74 63 6 ﬁ 5 63 15 7
- Ratio of Pupils to the whole Population in 1845, 1 pupil for everyll- . 3% Sy si* . 6% 53 Bugks| 5 63 5 6y R ﬁ .4 5( . 9 6
Ratio of Schools to the whole Population in 1842, 1 school for every 295 26781 3831 340 300 30741 360 251 285 2674 261 270 235 |° 445 26?; 2644 247 ; 242 [ 2603 470 2223
Ratio of Schools to the.whole Population in 1845; 1 school for everr|] . 231 275 | 2543 [ .295% 2313 2113 294 - 190 202 226 2044 '235%. | 20127772553 - 2263 2031 156 | 167 | . 206 3063| , 201
Average number of Pupilsin each Schoolin 1844....u..ccrvuvevveenns |+ 873 35 394% 49 34| 85 33 36 363 |- 35%- 423 27 44 29 - 363 .44 37 32‘;1 .29
Average number of Pupils in each School in 1845........... 363| 303 - 56 353 '387 36 36 33 39 413 46 -3 4, 42 . 48 38 41 413 3] . 35
. Amount of Salarjes paid Teachers in 1842... £2,700 800 - 1,434 1,806 { -3,234 | 2,840 .| 1,284 1,164 | 2,650 1,069 5,835 1,166 3,965 | 2,982 1,282 890 | 1,186 | 2,474 | 470 | 2,084
- Amount of Salaries paid Teachers in 1844... £3,071 775* | 2493 | 9568 | 3,510% 1,336*1 1,528* | 2094 3,987 " 594* | 8567 | 1,052* | 6,178 | 4,388 | 1,744% .1,731 | 1,850% 3,408 430*] 2,291*
Amount of Salaries paid Teachers in 1845......ceeouviirmvicoseniceneed || £71,514 | £3,943 818 -2,220 1,662% 4,618 L 3,688 . | 2,647 1,598 | 5,184 1,378 |11,644 | 1,878 7,911 | 5,171 2,595 | 1,919 | 3,337 | 4,942 | 848 | 3,511
Average Salaries of Teachers in 1842, (for 12-months’ teaching.. £25 - 33 25 1. - o : 26 . 49 24 - 29
zR&;erage Salaries of dTeach&rs.ig:} 1845, (1 tt"o’rl‘ 12 1zlrzonths’ teaching.. £29° 30 ‘23 27 20 27 28 30 22 38 24 . 41 25 2] 85 39 30 38 36 23 385
ti0 of amount paid for- the Salaries of Teachers to the whole - N T

Pogulation inpiéf% £1th§ :}ienry s - CoBp g ;0& 123 12 1}?’ B 1 lsi‘ ni L 103 ¢. 12‘ . vllg 13 12 2y 1% 12 13} 103 .
Ratio of amount paid for the ies of Teachers to the who ! ol : ’ . . ’ .

Population inp?845, £1 for every ..cccoviiierrers siriericneiiene % 9 'fg 1“.“ B 16t 9% 10} 18 12 % 128 o % * 8 ™ n o 8 138 81
Bl i Sanounk assessed v the whole Population in 1845, 6% 26| 520 | 15t|NeRepr| 293" ssy| 283 | sesl 2ok | 03| e2d| 24 24y 23| 18| 20| 98y 2es 27| 203
Average time Schools were kept open in 1844,...............(months’ 73 9l | ™ o 94 9 78 8% g8 .73 Bi . 9§ 7 7% 3§ 7 K 8% ‘73
Average time Schools were kept open in 1845,.......00 .00 (months 9% 94 11 12 9 9 .9 10 = 9 83 -8 1 11 9 9. . 84 8 8 83 10 84

* Increase of Children since 1842, 2. €. 1845, .cucet cevriverereneens ot | 757,291 3,375 394" [NoRep't.] 1,396 | 5054 | 3,292 1,097 | 2,217 | 5,551 2,183 9,376 | 2,452 -| 5892 | 2,403 3,162 | 2,182 | 2,818 | 4,892 | 1,228 | 2,573,
Increase of Schoolssince 1842, Z. €. 1845, cu.iivunrerereenccnanrenenens 1,068 95 21 37 52 90 59 40 40 58 27 92 24 119 61 44 44 94 72 191, 37
Incresse of Pupils since 1842, 7. € 1845,u..uvrrerisrincresceccrneeer. ] 44024 | 2161 | 399% | 1,637 1455 | 2715 1 2,005 | 1,239 | 1,102 | 2,391 | 1,236 | 4,838 | 1,027 | 3,331.} 2,776 | 1,594 | 1,234 | 1,774 | 2,891 483 ‘1,997

* Defective Report. + No Assessment. <. -1 Raised voluntarily.
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(No. 3.)
Circular.
Epucariox OFFiCE,
Toronte, 1st October, 1846.

_ Siw,—As the Act, 9th Vict., cap. XX, intituled, « An Act for the

 Better Establishment and Mdintenance of Comimon Schools in Upper
Canada,” will shortly come into general operation, I feel it my duty
to call the attention of the Council over which you hare been selected
- to preside, to Some of its provisions. You will perceive from the
’ sixth and several following Sections of this Act, that to the. Mumcxpal
Council of each District is confided the most important powers and
functions in promoting the great work of Commou School Education.
T trust that no embarrassment. will be experienced by any District

+ Council, for want of powers, to carry into effect its wishes in re?pect

* to providing for the Educational wants of the population it represents:
Indedd, the powers of each District Council, in this respect, are almost
unlimited ; as'the powera of local Trustees of Schools are; also con-
siderably increased.

The accomplishment of the patriotié and benevo)ent objects Gontems

“ plated by the Legislature, requires not only the appreciation of the

importance of Common School instruction by the people at large. but '

. the energetic 4nid cordial co-operation of all parties intrusted with the
execution of the Law,” This common co-operation involves the ne-

tessity of a clear and full understanding of the duties and obligations _

of all parties concerned. .To the Local. Supermtendants, Visxtors,
Trusteey, and Teachers, I shall hereafter make communications. I
desire, at the present time, most respectfully to lay before the newly-
elected. Warden and Councillors of each District some remarks ex-
planatory of the views and intentions of this {Department ; and to
submit to their congideration some subjects, in wiich the interest of
Schools are entirely. &ependmg upon the proceedmgs of Mumclpai
Councils,

The School La‘.w is based upon the principles
‘Christidnity, ‘but of equality in respect to the several forms of Reli-
gion recognized by law, and of noir-interferetice with the péculiarities

-of any. In the strictest harmony with this fundamental principle of
the Law, I trust the Educational Departmeént will ever act, as_weélt a3

each Municipal Cuuncxl The influence of this principle s‘houl& be
paramount in every meastre, in evety dppointment, and in efery de-

cision. A departurc- from it has prévented the establishment of sys-
tems and Sthoolsy and brokenr them up when established:  ¥¢ iy to be
& o .

of our commion

8
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hoped the Christian and patriotic spirit of the Legislature, in passing

the law, will be imitated by all parties entrusted with its execution.

. Wahile the several religious denominations possess equal facilities for
the special Teligious instruction of their own youth, theie is a wide
common ground of. principles .and morals, held equally sacred, and
equally taught by all, and the spirit-which ought to pervade the whole
system of Public Instruction, and ‘which comprehend. the essennal re-
quisites of social happiness and good citizenship. .

There is another prineiple which can scarcely be considered of less

nmportance than the foregoing, If differences. of religious opinion
" should not, in any way, disturb the harmony, or ‘weaken the energy of
united action in the work of Educational mstructxon, much less should
. differences of opinion‘on civil matters. Whatever diversity .of opinion
“and of interest. there 1 may be in other -questions, it may be assumed
that on the subject of educating the Youth of the Country, there exists
bat one opinion, and that there should, therefore, be but one party. The
want to be supplied, and the object to be accomplished, is commensu-
rate with the energies and resources of the entire community. The
absence of all sectional feeling, and the accordant feeling of all parties
in the Legislature, i in passing ¢ all the general provisions of the Law, is
indicative of the enlightened and noble feeling which; I trust, will
characterize all the deliberations and proceedings which may take place
in its administration, ‘It is not improbable that experience may sug-
gest modifications and improvements in the present School Act, as
well as in the preceding Acts of the same kind ; but it is only by expe-
rience that such enactments can be perfected in any country.

A third principle which lies at the foundation of the School Law,
and which it-is important to keep in view is, that the system of Ele-
mentary Instruction is public and not private : that is, that it not only.
receives support from the Public Treasury, but is, inall its parts, under
the regulation of the law of the land. The people of the Province,
through their Representativeé, provide the means, and prescribe the
conditions and regulatxons under which such aid shall be given toeach
District and Section ; and the object of Provincial overs:ght, and Dis- "
trict Superintendence, is not to dowhat local efforts can and are better
adapted to accomplish, but to guard the Provincial liberality from any
local misapplication, and to supply the deﬁclency of local means of
information, and to assist and encourage local exertion. In contra-
distinction to the isolation of 'a Private School, each Common School
is a ccmponent part of aProvincial whole ; and, as such, participates
in the common heneﬁt and is subject to the common regulatxons. The
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practical efficiency of the system of Common Schools depends, then,
upon the completeness with which the general regulations and provi-
sions of the Law are carried out, in respect to each locality, and the
unanimity and zeal with which each locality co-operates in the
directly practical and most essential part of the general work.

Each Municipal Council occupies an intermediate position between
the Provincial Legislature and each District. and _School Section ;—
_.“forming the School Sections, providing Schiool premises, the local Su-

 perintendence, and a moiety of the means for the support of Schools.

On each of these provisions of the Law, I beg to submlk a few

 observations.

The principal pomt of dxﬂ‘erence between the late and the amended -
School Act is, the discontinuance of Township Supermtendents, and -
the requisite provision for the discharge oftheir duties by other par- -
ties. This change was introduced in accordance. with representatlons
made. from the great majority of the Districts throughout the Provinee.
The powérs. and functions heretofore exercised by Township Super-
intendents are now vested in the Municipal Councxls, stmct Super—

. intendents, School Visitors, and Schaol Trustees. .

The dividing of Towns}u ps.into School Sections, which has here-
tofore been made by Townslnp Supermtendents—-subject to the ap-
proval of the Council—now- devolves upon the Municipal Council—
the Legislature rightly Judgmo', that no persons could be more com-
petent, both by local knowledge and public feeling, to aid in perform-

_ ing this duty, than the Councillors elected by the -inhabitants of each
"Township. But miuch—very much—in respect to the efficiency of
Common Schools, depends upon the manner in which this provmonv
of the law is acted upon. The tendency is to form small School
".Sections ; each parent is anxious to have the School-house as close to
his own-door as possible. But the evil of forming small School See- -
tions is as gr eat as the local tendency to it is strang. .

1 have been much impressed with the magnitude of this evil by'the -
Reports of School Superintendents and Inspectors in the States of
Massachusetts and New York—countries. similarly situated to our

© own, and whose: experience on thls 1mportant sub,)ect ishighly valuable .
to us. -

They represent that the eiﬁcxency and usefulness of their Schools

has been greatly retarded ‘by the unwise: multiplication of School-

Suctions—thus muitiplying feeble and inefficient Bchools, and so sub-

dividing the resources of the inhabitants, asto put it out of their power

to bmld proper School Housés or support. competent Teachers thhout
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incurring aburthen whxch thpy were unmllmgxf not unabletobenr. Tbe

* same documents also contain many curious statistics, proving that, on .

am average, the panctual attendance and proficiency of pupils, lesldlno

vfmm one to two mnlu from t..c {:Lhopl, ar exeeeds that of those pu- ~

punctual attendance or to the proﬁcxency of pup;]s. The managers of

" Common School Education in these States have of late years directed
“their particular attention to prevent and remedy this-evil of small

School Districts ; and they detail mdny examples of beneficial success.
Some of the advantages of large School Districts are, the lessening'the

- burthen upon each inhabitant, of establishing and supportmv the

School ; the erecting of better bmldmfrs, and the procuring of greater

conveniences for instruction ; the employment of better Teachers, and

tberefore, the benefit of better education for yoath. - The subject is, )
therefore, submitted to the grave consideration of the Council, when-
ever the exercise of this part of its-powers may be required.

~As to the School premises and the erection- of School Houses, it is
important, that proper titles be procured for sites on which School

"Housés have been or may be erected. All the Common- School sites

in each District should be secured; and, as the Maunicipal Council is

- the common Trustee of such property, it may perhaps be advisable

. for the Council to dlrect an mquu‘y mto the state of the titles

to it.
A form of Deed will be prepared, acco:‘dmg to the provisions of the
new Act, for the convenience of the Municipal Council and local “

Trustees.: Plans of School Houses of different dimgnsions and styles

will also be pr epared—though delay may be ‘experienced in getting

* them engraved. But, the adoption of these plans will not be impera- .
- tive. -They are intended-to assist the Municipal Councils and local’

Trustees in the selection of plans for convenient and suitable School:
Houses, but not to prevent the exercise of their discretion in the
adoption of better plans, if they can be obtained. -

In a work s> great and voluatary as Education is, it is imporiant
to encourage voluntary efforts rather.than supersede them—to supply
their - deficieucies rather than discourage. their exercise. The new
School Act leaves, therefore, a certain discrétion as to Whether the
fands necessax y to erect School Houses -and - pay a part of the

‘Teacher’s salaries shall be raised by assessment and rate-bill, or by

voluntary subscrxptwns. " Whether this provision of the law be wise

- or not, or whether it will operate beneficially or oti;emse!, it evinces
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the disposition of the Legislature to enforce nothing “by law which is
not essential to the efficiency of a public system of School Instruction,

“and to give the widest possible scope for theintelligence and enterpnse

of voluntary effort.
Another Department of the work which belongs to the Municipal
Council is, providing for the local Supermtendence of Schools. _This -

includes the-examination and payment of Teachers and the nsltmv of ., -

Schools. ' The duties of District Supeuntendents, in respect to visiting
Schools, are not increased by the provisions of the new.Act ; but their
duties are greatly increased in respect to the examination and payment
of Teachers, the apportionment of the District School Fund, the deci-

ding o disputed questions, the preparation”of Reports, and their cor- .

respondence, together with- miscellaneons calls and engagements,
arising out of these prescribed duties. The importance of this.office

“can hardly be overrated. Itrequires; not only a man of rare qualities
-and qualifications—a man of sound judgment, whose heart is penetra- _

ted with the- benevolent work of* training up a youthful generation,
and who is thoroughly acquainted with the nature and best methods of
that training ;—but it requirs the entire time and energies of such a

" man. It :s,mtherefore, respectfully submitted to the eqnsidemfidn of

the Council, ow important it is to make snch ‘provision for the office

of District Superintendent as will secure the services of a competent

person, and will enable him to devote that attention to his duties
which the extent and great importance of them demands. The excel-
lent system of Elementary Instructionin Holluud derives its unsurpaesed
efficiency chiefly from its local superinténdence and inspection. The
Irish National Board employ no. less than #hirty-two salaried In-
spectors to oversee and repott upon their Schools; and, on this point,
the greatest economy has. been found in” the gr eatest efficiency of the

. office.

In order that the discontinuance of the oﬁ’zce of Townstup quper- .

’“mtendent may occasion no loss to the Schools, in respect to_visitorial

ihspection.and encouragement, the Clergy of all Denommanons recog-
nized by Law, the Magistrates, and the Members. of thie Munxt-lpal
Councils are authorized to act as Visitors of Common Schools—thus

. combining and calling into action in the noble work of ‘educating }hq
_youth of the land, the representatives of the Religion'of the Country, the

conservators of public order, and the local representatives of the

* people.. There may be incapacity and indisposition in many instances

to perform this duty, or rather to exercise this privilege ; but, it is
beheved, there wﬂl he found a sufficient number in these three classes
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of public men'to secure a. beneficial local visitation of the Schools—
such as will exert a salutary influence upon Masters and Pupils, and,
it is to be hoped, upon the public mind generally.  In coimnection with
this provision, the new Law provides also for a public Examination of
every School at.the end of each quarter. Periodical School Exg\mi'na-
tionsbave been found most benéficial in various respects; but the advan-
tages of them will depend much upon the attendance and interest taken
in them by School Visitors. Should the Members of the Municipal
Council, in connection with the other School Visitors, give the Schools
the support and assistance’ of- their occasional visits and personal in-
flaence, I have no doubt the beneficial effects of it will be manifest
.- before the expiration. of twelve*months, in the growing efficiency of
the Schools, and the more lively interest of the public mind in them.
_The anticipation of such examinations will be a strong stimulus to
exertion on the part of both teachers and pupils; and one of the:
most gratifying rewards of pains-taking labour in the one case, and of '
_ meritorious application in the other; will be the witnessing and appro-
bation of their exertions by the surrounding public—especially by its
most intelligent and influential members.. I beg permission, therefore,
to recommend the subject to the special attention of the mdmifua.l
members of the Council. ~ . =
. The last topic to which I desire to draw the attention of the Couno
cil is, that provisien of the Law which empowers the Council to raise
means for the support of Common Schools. The difference between
the lute and new School Act in this respect is, that the new Act in-
“vests the Council with a discretionary power as unlimited as its gene-
‘ral fiseal powers. It is, therefore, in the power of the Municipat
Council to provide, by assessment, for the whole of the salaries of
-Téachers—thus relieving local Trustees from any other duties than
those of selecting and employing the Teacbers, providing for the inci-
dental expenses -of their respective Schools, and attending to their
internal interests. A Rate-bill imposed by local Trustees falls upon
the parents and guardians who send their children to School, and ace
cording to their number and-the time of their attendance: An assess-
ment imposed by the’ Munieipal Council extends to all the inhabitants
of each School Section or District, and that according to property.
The latter is the pri:}ciple acted upon in the neighbouring States of New
" York and Massachusetts, and in all countries where Common School
Fducation is universal, whe{hgr in the democratie Cantons of Switzer-
1and, or the monarchical States of Germany.
. The basis of this only true system of universal Education is two-
fold :~=1st. That every inhabitant of a country is bound to contribute
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to the support of its public mst:tutmns, according to- the property
which he’acquires or enjoys under the Government of the country.
2nd. That every child born or brought up in ‘the country’ has a right
to that edseation which will it him for the duties of a useful citizen
of the country, and is not tobe deprived of it on account of the inabi-
lity. of his parents or guardians. ~The right of the child involves eor-
_responding obligations on the part of the State——and thepoverty of the-
child adds the claims of charity to the demands of civil vight. In the
last Annual Report of the Board of Education for ike State of Massa-
chusetls, this principle is stated as follows:—“The eardinal. principle
% which lies at the foundation of our Fducational systemn ig; thas all
s the children of the State shall be educated by the State. As our
f,‘ government was foundel upon the virtue and intelligence of the -
“ people, it.was rightly concluded by its framers, that, without a wise.
“ Educational system, thie Governiment itself could mot exist; and in’
« ordaining tht the expenses of educating the people should bedefrayed
by the paople at large, without reference to the particular bemefit of
" ¢ individuals, it was. considered that those who, perhaps, without
“ children of their own, nevertheless would still be compelled to pay,
« would receive an ample eqqulent in the protection of their persons,

“ and the securityof their property ;” and, it may be added, in the dimi- - -

nation of public expenditure arising from the comimission of crime,
apart from the question of morals and industry among the now unedu-
cated classes: In the State of New York, as in thatof bldssachusetté,
the County authorities ‘impose a rite commensurate with the wants of
Schools or School Districts which have been established, and then -
every child has a right to attend the School of the District or Secuon
in which he resides, without any further payment by his parents ‘or
guardians. Some of the advantages of this system of supporting
Schools are the following :—

1. The child of the poot man, equally with that of the mch has the
opportunity of obtaining a good Common Schoot education.

2. The removal of all inducements from_ any parent or guardian,
arising from the payment ‘of School fees, to keeping his children from
School, and,-consequently, the more general and longer’ attendance of
children at School. . _

3. The support of better Schools “at less expense to parents who -
educate their children in the Common School-—as the burthen upon
individuals would be lessened by dlvndmg it among the inhabitants at

_large according to property. .
4. The prevention of dzﬁ'erences between 'I'rustees and their neigh-
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bours, and also between Trustees and Teachers, arising out of the
- 'imposition, or collection, or non-payment of the Rate-bills. :
- 5. The regularand punctual payment of Teachers quarterly, or half- -~

' . yearly, out of the District School Fund.

. This subject i of the gravest importance. I believe the welfare
of many thousands; and the future interests of our country, are deeply
involved in it. I have felt it my duty to the youth of the country—
especially to the podrer classes of them—to bring it under the notice
of the Council—with whom it, of course; appertams to decide and act,
at its discretion, on ﬂus, as well as ot the other subjects to whuh I
have referred.

In order to put the Council in possession of all the statistical infor-
mation which I have been able to obtain and compile, respecting the
Cominori‘Schools of each District, I herewitlr transmita Tuble of Sta-
tistics, which T hope may be both interesting and useful to the Council.

The importance of the topics on which I have remarked, together
‘with the circumstance of a new School Law coming into operation, are
my apology for the length of the present communication. I will only

add, that I shall be grateful for any suggestions or information which . -

you, or the Council, over which you have been chosen t6 preside,—
from your intimate and practical local knowledge—may think proper
to offer, on the operations of the new School Law, or affecting the
interests of Common Schools within your jurisdiction’ and | shall
at all times be ready t¢ answer any inquiries and to give any- informa-
.tion in my power on ﬂzese subjects of common mterest and exertion.
Thave the honour to be; -
, Sir,
* Your most obedient,
 Humble servant,
EGERTON RYERSON.
Tae WarpEN OF THE .. 7 .

Distr:cT,
Municipal Couneil.

e N
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FORMS, REGULATIONS, AND INSTRUCTIONS

N FOR THE
BETTFR ORGANIZATIO\ AND GOVERNME\TT

COMM‘ON SCHOOL{S

B N
, UPPER CANADA, ,
AND FOR COND‘U"CTING ALL ‘_PROCEEDINGS AUTHORIZED AXD ~
REQUIRED BY THE ACT 9 VICTORIA, CAP. XX.:

" DIRECTIONS TO DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS.

A copy of these Forys, REGULATIONS, and INRTRTCTIONS, as also
a copy of the Coxmox Scroot AcT, should be furnished to each Schoot
Visitor and School Section, and to such other persons concerned in the

administration of the School Act, as may apply for them. . These docu- .

merits béing public property, will be held and distributed, or trans~
mitted as such to their successors in office, by District Superinten-
“dents. School Visitors who are otherwise provided with the Common
Scool ‘Act need not #e supplied by District Superintendents.
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FORMS, REGULATIONS, &.

CHAPTER 1
FdRMS FOR DISTRICY COU\TCILS.

IK CONFORMITY WITH THE CoMox ScHoot Acr, 9 ch Car. XX,
SECTIO\'S -1 1

Secriox Y. Form of intimation to the Chief Superintendent of the
appointment of @ District Superintendent of Common Schools,

District’ Councit OFFICE,

, 18—,
Str,—1 have the Tionour to inform you, that. thf- Mummpal Council
.of the————District did, on the day of- 18—, appoint

[here insert the name of the person appointed] of [here insert lis
place of residence and Post town], Superintendent of Common Schools
in said Dlsmct in the place of [resigned or removed].
. ER | have the honour to be,
-Sir,

Your obedient servant,
, ~ _A. B,

The Superintendent of Schools, _ T “Distriet Clerk.
) "Toronto. :

" SecTioN 2. Form of Bond required by a District Council of a Dis-
trict Superintendent of Common Schools, on lis assuming office.

Know all men by these presents, that we [/ere insert the ngmes of

" the Superintendent and his Sureties] sre jointly held and firmly hound -
to the Municipal Council of the District, in-the sum of [/ere
write the sum in wor'ds]; of which sum I, A. B.,, am held bound for

; I, C.D., am held bound for ~ ;and I, E. F., am held bound -

for -, to be paid to the said Council or any person or persons .p-

. pointed by said Council to receive the same ; to which payment well
and truly made, we bmd and obhge ourselves, our heirs, executors,




35

and administrators firmly by these presents. Sealed with-our seals,
and dated this ~— day of ——, 18—, - B
‘Tne Condition of this Obligation is, such that whereas the above
named [/ere insert 1.:é Superintendent’s name] has been appointed
Superintendent of Common Schools for the said District, in conformity
with the 6th and 12th Seétions of the said Act, 9 Vie. Cap. XX, now,
therefore, if the said [here insers the Superintendent's name] shall
duly and faithfully discharze the duties andexecute the trusts required
of him as District Superintendent of Common Schools, according to
‘the provisicns and regulations provided for by said Aect, then this
Obligation shall be null and void;. otherwise it shall be in full force
and virtue. | ’
Dated this —— day of ——, 18—.
4 - o A. B. (seal)
C. D. ({seal.)
E. F. (seal)
Signed, sealed, and delivered, .
in presence of

. g’ " 11(1 } Witnesses.

Seer:on 3. Form of intimating to the District Supenntmdent the
\ alteration of a Sclzoal Section.

Dzsrmcr Cor:\cn OFFICE,
, 18—,

Sm,--In conformity with the 9th Section of the Common School
Act, 9 Vie. Cap. XX, 1 have to acquaint you that the Municipal
Council of this District has altered the School Section, No. —, in the
[ Township, Town or City] of. ,in the following manner : [fere
insert the changes which have been made, and the description of the
new School Section]. These chanfves will be carried into effect
months from this date.

You Wﬂl please communicate this notice to the Trustees couceme&. '

T am Siry
- Your obedient Servant.
- . - A/ B,

o District Clérk.
The Superintendent of Common Schools : :
" 'in the District.
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SecTION 4 . Form of intimating to tka District Supermtendenl the .
- Jormation of @ School Sectwn, or part of a School Section.

Districr CouxciL OFFICE,

—_— 18—/

3

Str,—In conformity w1th the 9th Section of the Common Schdol
- Aet, 9 Vic. Cap. XX, I have to acquaint you that the Municipal
Council of this District, at its session which closed on the —— instant,
formed a part of the [ Zownskip, Town, or City] of ~———into a
School Section, to be designated No. —, and to be descnbed and
known as follows : [lzere insert the description.] ‘

T have also to inform you, that the Council has nommated and au-
thorized [ kere insert the name or names of the person or persons ‘selec-
ted] to appoint the time and place of the first School Meeting in said
Section ; of which you are requested to give notice, according to the
17th Section of the said Act. )

"I have the honour’to be, °

Sir, :
Your obedient servant,
- ]  A. B, )
To the Superintendent of Common Schools ~~ District Clerk,

in the District.

REMARKS.——IB. notifying the formanon of Several School Sections,.or the forma-
tion-of parts of Sections, the phraseology of the notices should be varied, at~the
discretion of the District Clerk, andin accordance withthe proceedingsand directions
‘of the Couneil

“The notices of School Assessments, end Assessments for the erection arnd furrish-
ing of Sehool-hauses, for the purchasing of Sclwol Sites, §e., may be giveninsuch a
manner as the Council shall direct -

' For Form qf' Deed for a School Site, see Chapter I, Section 115 the executmn of
which should in all cases, be strictly required by the District Councils beforo" au-
thorizing any expenditure of money on any School Premises,

For Form of Application for a.:d in support of a Dz,strzct Model “Sehool, see

) Chapter VY, Section 2
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CHAPTER 1L
FORMS FOR DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS OF COMMON SCHOOLS,

IN coNFORMITY WITH THE 13T AND 27TII SECTIONS OF THE AcCT.

SectioN 1. Form of Notice lo be given by the. Dzstrzct Supenntendeﬂt
of Schools to the person deszgnated by the Municipal Authority to
appoint the time and. place of the first School Section Meeting.

DistricT,

— 18—,

Em:c x:rwN OFFICE,

"Stg,—1 have the honour-to inform you, that in conformity with the °
17th section .of the Common School Act, ‘o Vic., cap. xx, the Muni-
* cipal Council of this District has authorized and required you, within
twenty days after receiving this notice, to appeint the time and place
of holdmfr the first: School Meetmfr for the Election of Trusiees for
School Section No. —, in the [ Township, Town, or City] of “3
which School Section is bounded and may be known as follows: [Mere
insert the description of it] "Copies of your Notice are to be posted,
in at least three public places in the School Section above described,
atleast six days before the time of holding such meetm

1 am,  Sir,
Your obedient Servant,
: - - A. B,
ToB.C. ~ ) - 8.C. S, ———— District.

: SECTION 2. Form of intimating to Trustees the alteratzon of their .
" School Section. .

Epucarioy OFFICE,

.

DigrrICT,

— 18—

-Sig,—In conformlty thh the 9th section of the Common School

" Act, 90 Vic.; cap. xx, I have to acquaint you that the Municipal .

Council of this District has altered the School Section of which you are

Trustee in the following manuer : -[ Here insert the changeswhick have

been made, and the description of the new School Section,] These chan-
ges will be carried into ‘effect —— months from this date.
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You w 111 pIL..J: ‘communicate this notice to the other Trustees of ~
your School Scetion. .

v 1 am, Sir,
) Yoor obedient Servant, .
S . A.B, )
To D. E., S.C. S, ‘—-h—-— District.

Trustee of School Section No. —. - -
Rexars. In giving notice of the formation or altemtxon of parls of School Sec-
tions, sec the remarks at the end of section 4, chap. L

PN

o

SectioN 3. Form of intimating to Trustees the apportionment to
their ‘School Section of the Common School Fund.

DISTRlCT,

, — 18
Sir,—1I have to acquaint you, that the'sum of [here insert the sum

in words] has been appoxtioned out of the .Common School Fund in

" aid-of the Schoot Section, for the current year, of whlch you are a

Trustee.
You will please communicate thls notice to the other’ Trustees of

your School Section.

EpvcaTioN OFFICE,

I am, Sir,
~ Your.obedient Servant
. ‘ A. B, .
ToD.E., | ) . S.C.8,. District. -

Trustee of Sehool Seqtion No, —.

- SEctioN 4. Formof a Power of Attorney by a District Superinten-
dent of Common Schools to some person at the seat of Government
to draw the apportiontment qf the Legislative Grant to this District.

DistricT.

T : Emrcurow OFFICE,
) 1 hereby authorize [kere mserttke Attorney’s name and designation
to receive all moneys now due, or which may hereafter become due to -
me as Superintendent of Common Schools .for the District, by
Her Majesty’s Government, and to grant an acqulttance for the same.

18—. )
2

, ~ A.B, |
Witness, L Sup’t. Common Schools,
A.R. ’ District.




39
Remarxs, The foregoing Power of an Attorney should be witnessed, signed,
and forwarded ir duplicate. -
- By eppointing the Cashier,at Moutreal, of any of the Chartered Banks, the moncy
ennbe received without expense at the Branch of that Bank most convenient to the
Superintendent. The Power of Attorney requires no renewal, aslong as the same
person is continmed. But the Government will not pay the Aunual apportionment -

tothe Attorney, until the account, in duplicate, of the disbursement of tke previons

year’s upportionment, twcompamed by the vouchers, is sent f,o the Inspector
General.

.

8ecrioN 5. Form ofa Geneml Certificate to @ I‘eacker by the District
. Supmniendent.

I hereby certify that [here inseré the name and  faith of the Teacker, -.

a Roman Catholic or. Protestant, as the case may be,] having applied
to me for a-Certificate of qualification to teach a Common School, and
having produced satisfactory testimonials of correct moral c}miact‘er, I
have carefully examined him and found him well qualified to teach
. [here insert the bianches which the Teacher is qualified to teach, and

_tlze extent to which ke is qualified lo teach.them] ; and I hereby autho-
- rize him to-teach any Common School in this District.

Given under my hand, this day of ~——, 18—,
e ‘ A. B.,’ i
Sup’t Common Schools,

sttrxct

Remargs. It is proper. to state the Teacher’s relzgzous Jfaith, on account of the
permission given in the’32nd and 33rd sections of .the Common School Act, to
establish separate Schools. . - .

-Commion School Teachers may be natumlly divided into three classes A
Teacher of the first class receiving a general Certificate—according to the above
forms :—one of the second class receiving a special Certificate, permitting him to
teach in a Township named :—one of the tlurd class réceiving a’ special Certificate,
limited to 3 single year, and to a single School Section, and thac too at the special
request of the Trustees of-such section. Certificates of this last class may be
- _granted. by any two School Visitors, as well as by the District. Superinteadent.
The above form will answer for Certificates of the second and third class by vafyiﬁg
the last clause, so as to express a Township, instead of a District, er by specifying
& certain Sehool.Section in 2 Township named, and limiting the Certificate to a year
from the date of it ; and, in the case of Visitors, by substituting the pronoun of the
. first person plural, for that of the first person singular. 3

The line of demarcation between these three classes of Certificates, must, atpre-
sent, be left to the judgment of each District Superintendent. Farther consultation- .
. and preparation are desirable before muking the legal classification of Teachers as
contemplated in the 41st section of the Ac"t. But it is reeommended, except under-
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very peculiar circumstances, thai no certificate of qualification be given to & person
who is not competent to teach English Grammar—-including Orthography end
Orthoepy, as well as Syntax and Prosody—Wriling, Practical Arithmetic, Book-
Keeping by Single Entry, and the Elements of Geography. In all cases in which
the Teacher possesses n knowledge of these subjects in 2 higher degree, or of any
of the several other subjects mentioned and recommended in the * Reporf on a Sys-
tem of Public Elementary Instructionfor Upper Canada,” it should be mentioned in
bis Certificate of qualification.

Too much caution cannot be exersised in regard to the moral character of
Teachers. No intemperate or profune person should be entrusted with the instrac-
tion of youth.

Sectiox 6. Form for annulling a Teacher's Certificate by the District
Superintendent,

DisTrICT,
18—.

Sm, [or Mapaw, ]—I have to inform you that I feel it my painful
duty to annul your Certificatc as a Common School Teacher. The fol-
lowing are the reasons: [kere insert the reasons.]

For these reasons, in the exercise of the power vested in me by Act
9o Vie. cap. xx, section 13th, I hereby annul your Certificate of qua-
lification as a Common School Teacher, which shall be of no force after

Eptcatron OFFICE,

days from the date of this notice; namely day of
18—,
T am,
Your obedient Servant,
A. B,
To C. D., S.C. S. Distriet.

Teacher of School Section, No —,

{ Township, Town, or City] of ——.

Rraarks.--The cancelling of a Teacher's Certificate is an extreme cxercise of
power, which should never be employed until a eareful inquiry has been instituted
into the charges preferredagainst the Teacher, and he has had a full opportunity of
meeting his accusers and defending himself against their allegations.  For a Super-
intendent to cancel a Teacher’s Certificate on account of personal difference, would
be a shameful abuse of power which ought not to be tolerated ; but he ought not to
shrink from this paiaful duty in any case of proved immorality or palpable unfitness.

The length of time between the notice 1o the Teacher and the actual cancelling
of his Certificate, must be Iefi to the judgment of the Distriet Superintendent. In
cases of gross immoralily, the execution of the notice should be immediate ; in other
cases several weeks’ notice should be given. Dut in all cascs the law allows the
Teacher time and opportunity to appeal to the Chief Superintendent, and also
authorizes the District Superintendent, if he should think proper to do so, to refer
any case to the decision of the Chief Superintendent.
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SECTION 7. Form of Notice to the Trustees of the (mnullmg of their
Teucher's Certificate.

EDUCATION” _OFFICE, --- DistricT,

: 18 .

- GENTLEMEN,—]I have felt it my. painful duty to annnl the Certificate
of your Teacher, [kere insert the Teacher's name.] My reasons for
doing so are the.following : [kere insert the reasons.]

1 have therefore to acquaint you, that if you employ thesaid Teacher
after the ~—— day of =, 18—, you will not beentitled to any public
money on his account to aid in the support of your School. '

: I am, Gentlemen, Your obedient servant,
.o g . - A B
Messsrs. A. B. C., Trustees of S. C. 8. ~—— District:
School Section, No, —, . - - ;
[ Township, Town, or City] of =——.

Secrion 8. Form of Ammal Report by the District Supermtendent L.
the Chief Supermtendem of Selools.

(For Form see opposite page.)

A A A A A A A A A AN AP PN A i &

¢ % " CHAPTER IIL

FORMS FOR TBUSTEES AND FOR THE CALLING OF SCHOOL
SECTION MEETINGS, &c.

Ix coNFORMITY WITH ToE COMMON SCHOOL Acr, 90 Vic. Car. XX,~
SecTrons 18—27.

-

 Srcrion 1, Form of Notice of a FIRST School Section Meeting. N
Scmoor. NoTICE. *

The undersigned has the honour to inform the Landholders aund
Householders concerned; that the Municipal Council of this District
has formed apart of this Township [ Zown or City}into a School
Section, to be designated School Section No. —, and to be limited and
known as follows: - [ Here insert the description of the Section. ]
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The undersigned having been authorized and required by the Mu-
nicipal Council to appoint the time and place of holding the first meet- -
ing, for the election of “Trustees for the School Section abavédescribed,

- hereby notifies the Landholders and Householders of said School Section,
that a-public meeting will be held at —— day, the — of

' , at the hour of twélve o’clock, noon, for the purpose of electing three

_ it and proper persons as-School Trustees of the said Section as Te-
" quired by the School Aet, 9° Vic., cap. Xx, section 19,

‘Given under my hand, this — day of ——, 18—.

[Vame.]

REMARKS. Should the person authorized and appomted by the Municrpal -Coun-
cil to-call the first School Section Meeting refuse or neglect to do so, he- subjects
" himself 4o g penalty of two pounds, recoversble for the purposes of such Schoot
" Section 5 and, then, any three resident Freeholders are authorized, within twenty
days, on giving six days’ notice, to call a meeting for the election of Trustees. The
form of their notice—to be posted.in, at least, three public places in the School Sec-
tion concerned, and, at least, six days before the time'of holding such meeting—
‘should be as follows :—

- Scroor NorTice.

In conformity with the 20th section of the Common School Act, 9°
Vic., cap. XX, the undersigned, résident Freeholders of School Section,
No. —, in the [ Townskip, Town, or City] of , hereby give
notice to the Landholders and Householders of sald School Section, »
that a Public Meeting will be held at 5 0n day, the :
of , at the hour of Twelve o’clock, noon, for the purpose of elect-

_ing School Trustees for the'said Section.

Dated this day of —— 18—.. )
w; ‘8 1];3)’ Resident
, ) E F ” Freelzolders

SectioN 2. Form of Notice to be giver by the Chairman of a Schoal:
" Section Meeting to the District Superintendent of - Common Sckools,
of the election of one or more persons-as Trustee or Trustees.

—_— 18—,

Sir,~—In conformity with the Common School A&, g° Vie. cap Xx,
section 19, I have the honour to inform you, that, at 2 meeting of ‘the -
Landholders and Householders of School Section, No. —, in the
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‘Lown— of X held according to law, on the day of
[here insert the name or names-and address of the person or persoms

" elected ] chosen School Trustee of said Section.
) : T Lave the honour to be,
‘ Sir, .
Your obedient Servant,
D. L.,
Chairman

The Supeuntendem of Cemmon Schools
in the —— District.

.

Seciion 3. Form of Notice of Scliwol Section Meetings, to be keld on

the second Tuesddy of January, 1847, to be signed by, at least, two
" Trustees. N
' - Scooor. NoTice.

Notice is hereby given to the Landholders and IIouseholders of
School Section, No. —, in the Town of , in conformity
with the 22nd section of the School Act, 9° Vic, C’lp xx; that a Pub-
lic Meetmg will be held at , on Tuesday, the ——— of ‘January,
1847, at the hour of Twelve of the clock, noon, for the purpose of

¢lecting three fit and.proper persons, as Trustees of the said School
.Section.

Dated this——day of—--—-184 A, B.,) Trustees éf' .
C. D., - School Section,
E.F, No. —. ~

REMARKS. Tue above form of Notxco applies only to the ﬁrst Asznusl School -

Meeting, held under the present Common School Act. - The manner of proceeding -
at such meeting'is preseribed in the 19th and 21st sections of the Act.
“Should the existing Trustees, in any instance, neglegt to call a School -Meeting
.cn the day sbove stated, they incur 8 penalty to their School Section ; and then,
any three Freeholders of the Sdmal Section concerned are authorized to-cgll a -
‘mecting within twenty days, on givirig six days’ notice. For the form of such No-
tice, see the 5th section of this chapter—except that in the last phrase, instead of
.« a Trustee,” say threc Trustees. .

Seerion 4. Form of a Notice of an ordmary Annual School Section’
Meeting, pursuant to the 22nd section of the School Act.

Scwooz, Noncx&.

The undersigned Trustees of Scheol Section No. —, in the Town-
“hip of , hereby give notice to the Landholders and Houscholders
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of said School Section, that a-Public Meeting-will be held at -
on the second Tuesday in January, 18—, at the hour of Twelve of the

clock, noon, for the purpose of electing a fit and pmper person ag a
School Trustee for said Section.

~ Dated this ——— day of ——, '18-7¢

) A. B.,I ' TLrustees of
- C. D., - School Seclion
- E. F., No.

Rl-.mxs. The above notice should be signed-by a majority of the existing or

survxvmﬂ Trustees, and posted in, at least, three public places of the School Sec-

tion, at least six days before the holding of the meeting. The manner of proceed-"
ing at the Annual Meeting is prescribed in the 19th and 21st sections of the Act.
Should the Trustess neglect to give the prescribed nouce of the Annual Section

of ‘the School Section, and then any three resident Freeholders of the Schoul See-

tion are suthorized, within twenty days, on giving six days’ nutlce, to call such
meeting. Thexr form of notice should be as follows:

SectiON 5. Form qf Notice of a School Section J[eee‘mg fo be gwezz by
. three Resident Ffeelzolders

Scnoot. Norick.

The Trustees of School Sectmn No. —, in the Townshlp of
having neglected to give notice of the Annual School Section Meeting,
as prescribed by the I8th section of the Common School Act, the un-
dersigned Freeholders, i m conformity with the 20th section’ of the said
Act, hereby give.notiee to the Lapdholders and Houscholders of the
said School Section, that a Public Meeting will be held at , O

, the day of , for the purpose of electing a fit and p1 oper
person as Trustee, as dlrected by law.

bl

©

18, -

A B, Resident Freeholders,
C. D, School Section
. . K. Ij‘.‘, No. —,

. Remark, The mods of procceding, at a Bchool, Meeting thus called, is pre-

~wribedin the 19th and 21ist sections of the Act.
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SectioN 6. Form of Notice of « School Meeting, to fill up a vacancy.
created by the death, permanent absence, incapacity, jrom .sichness,
or refusal to serve, on the part of a Trustee.

Scnoon NorTICE.,

‘Notice is hereby given to the Landholders and Householders of
School Section No. —, in the Township of , that a Public
Meeting will be held at , on the day of ———, at the hour
of Twelve of the clock, noon, for the purpose of electing a fit and pro-
per person as School Trustee, in the place of ——, [ deceased, remo- -
ved, incapacitated from sickness, absent, or who has refused.to serve,
as the case may be.]

DPated this day of

18—
) - ©
A, B, } Surviving Trustees, or Trustee, .
C. D, (as the case may be.)
Remark. A Trustee who reﬁxses to serve forfeits the sum of five pounds; re-
coverable for the purposes of the School Secuon bit a- Trustee cannot be re-

elected without his own consent, . The mode of proceedmv' at & meeting thus ca.lled
is prescmbed in the 19th and 21st sections of the Act.

" Seciiox 7. Form of Agreement between T'rustees and Teacher.

We, the undersigned, Trustees of School Section No. —, in the
{ Townskip, Tuwn or City] of , in'the District, in vir-
tue of the authority vested in us by the School Act, 9° Vie., cap xX, .
sec. 27, have chosen [kere insert the Teacker's name] who holds a cer-
tificate of qualification, to be a Teacher in said School Section ; and
* We do hereby contract with and employ him; at the rate -of [kere in-
sert the sum in words, in currency,] per annum, from and after the
date hereof ; and We further bind and oblige ourselves, and our suc-
cessors in office, faithfully to cmploy the powers with which we are
Jegally invésted by the said scction of said Act, to collect and pay to
the said Teacher, ‘during the continuance of this agreament, the sum
for ‘which e bhereby ‘become bound—the said sum to be. paid to
tie - sud Teacher in quarterly instalinents ;—and the said Teaclher
hrereby. contracts ind binds himself to teach and conduct the Sechool, in
said Schoul Seetion, .zu.oulmff to the regulations provided for Ly the
said Schuol Act.- This agfeement to coutinye [here insert the pcrzad
of the agreement] from flic date bereof. - -

Dated this -day of y 18—, - ACBLY .
o - Lo . : S Dy, o Trustees.
(Witness) . - - . JOR ECS g

'y
noK. s G, 1L, Teacher.
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- Remsrxs. This agreement should be signed by, at least, two of ibe Trustecs .
und the Teacker, and should be entered in the. Trustees’ buok, and a copy of it .
given to the Teacher.

The Trustces being a Corporation, their agreement with their Teacher is bindifiy
on their suceessors in office ; and should they -not fufil their agreement, they are
personally liable, unless, in case of action, they can prove that they have faithfully
cmployed el their legal powers to collect tho sum for which they may have bound’
themselves. And, on the other hand, the Teacher is equalb bound to faithfulness.
Jn the performance of his dutics according to law, ~ .

Secrion 8. Form of Warrant for the Collection of Sckool Fees.

WE, the undersigned, Trustees of School Section No. —, in the
[ Township, Town, or City} of , in the Distriet, by
virtue of the. authority vested in us by the Act 9° Vie. cap. xx,
sec. 27, heréby authorize and require you [lere insert the name and
. .residence of the person appointed to collect the Rate Bill], after ten
" days from the date heréof, to collect from the several individuals in
- the annexed Rate Bill, for the quarter therein mentioned, the sum of
money opposite their respective names, and to pay, within thirty days
. from the date hereof; the amount so collected, after retaining your
own fees, to the Secretary-Treasurér, swhose discharge shall be your
acquittance for the sum so paid. And in default of payment on de-
mand by any-person ‘so rated, you.are hereby autherized and requised
to levy the amount by distress and sale of goods and chattels of
. person OT persons makmg default. -

18—.

A. B,
€. D, > Tiusices.

Given under our hands this day of
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Form of Rate Dill, as authorized by y the second, fifth, and sicth clauses:

of the 27tk section qf the Act to be annexed to the xoregomrv
. Warrant. v

RATE-BILL of Persons Hable for School Fees, in . School Section

, for the Quar-
day of

‘No. —, in the [ Township, Town, or City] of
‘ter commencing the — day of ~—, and endmo the

— 18—.

NAMES |- ‘z§ Amount of | Amount of] Amount.of] Total
" of 22 E] Rate Bill | Rate Bill | Collector’s §ramount of
Parents |52 :qper quarterjper quarter] Fees; Rate Bill

or 835 for - for Fuel, | five per for the
=5 g} Tuition. | Rent, &c. | cent. "§ Quarler.

Guardians.

Lls|dlL]sld] £]s)d]£L]s]d

- Given under our hands, this — day of ~——, 1

i"

)

8—.

B, .
C. D, - Trustees.
EF

Sy:cnow 9. Formof Becczpt to 6e given by t}te Collector, op recewmg
the amount named in the I?ate Bill.

RECEWLD from [here insert the person’s name] the sum of [Izere
write the. sum in words], being the amount of his [or her] Rate Bill,
for the Quarter ending on the day of ~—m, 18-——

Dated this ———day of ——; 18—

: , A.B, "
2 : o . Colléctor.
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LxrLaNaTorRY REMARKS on the Imposition and Collection of Rate Bills, §c.—
1. The Colleetor should take a réceipt from the Secretary-Treasurer, for all mo-

neys paid him. The Secretary-Treasurer should also take a receipt from the .,

Teacher for all moneys paid him,”_ The taking and giving recelpts for money paid
".and received will prevent errors and misunderstandings.
. 2. The Trustees can raise ihe School Fees by voluntnr y subseriptions, if they
_ please. They can also appoint the Sehagl Teacher 10 act as Collector, ifhe chooses
-to accept of the. appointment, and give the required security, - The Trustces can
also impose any Rate Bill which they may think necessary for renting, and repair- -
ing, and furnishing a School-house. They are thus invested with all the autherity
necessary to promota the. School interests of their Sectmn See the several clanses,
of the 27th section of the School Act. .

8. As the School Accounts for each year must be kept separate by the Superinten-
dents of Schools, so must the Rate Bills, They should therefore be dated on the
first day of J anuary, April, July, and October, when these months do not begin on °
the Sabbath, in which case, the Rate Bills and Warrants should be dated on the
second of the above-mentioned months. The Rate Bills and the Warrants can be
made out for one or more Quarters of a-year, at the same time, as the Trnsmes
may think tost convenient.

.4, Those Parents and Guardians who pay the Rate Bills to the Seéretary~
Treasurer, or Collector, within ten days from the date of such Rate Bill,- and with-"
out being called upon for it, will be exempt from paying the Collector’s Fees.

5. The Collector, by virtue of the Warrant from the Trustees, can enforce pay-
ment of the Rate Bill from any person who resides, or has goods and chattels within
- the limits of the School Section. For the mode of procceding in the case of pér-
sons rated, who may not at the time of.collecting the Rate Bill reside or have .
goods and chattels within the Jimits of the School Section, see scvertlx division of
the 27th section of the Act.

6. The Trustees should make the appomomnent “for Fue! “in money, as.one.
item in the Rate Bill, and then exercise their own discretion as to whether theitem
for fuel should be paid in money or wood, fixing the pricc per cord to be allowed .
for the wood, describing the kind -of wood, and the manner in which it should be
preparedfor theSchool. Inease aniy persofishould fail to pay the amourit of kis wood-

" bill, in the manner and at the time prescnbed by the Trustees, the payment should,
of course, be enforced in the same manner as that'of the School Teacher’s wages,
and the amount, thus collected, paid for the purchase of wood.
7. The Trustees can (if they deem it expedicnt) requirg, the Collector to give
* security for the prompt payment of the moneys collected by him. The. form of
bond would be similar to that required of the District Supérintendent (sec chap. ¥,

" sec. 2), inserting “the Trustees and School Scetion,” instead of “the Council,”
and tlie name and daties of the Collector, in place of those of the District Supcrmv
tendent.
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SEcTION 10, Form of Tmstees Order upon the Dzstnct Supe'rm. )

tendent.
To the Supermtendent of Common Schools for the——-—Dlstnct

Pay to [kere insert the Teacher’s name] or Order out of the School’
Fund apportioned to School Sectxon, No. —, in the [ Townskip, Town, -
or City y] the sum of [kere write the sum in words]—the proportion

- now due of said Teacher’s salary, for the year, to be raised by Rate

Bill, having been duly collected and being at his disposal, aecordmg to
the 5th clause of the 27th Section of :the Common School Act:
Dated this ~— day of — 18— - . A. B,

E. T,

EXPLANATORY REMARKS.—1. No part of the School Fund is allowed to be paid
for any other purpose than the payment of thie Teacher’s salary; and the District
Superintendent is -not authorized to pay the Scheol Fund moiety—of a Teachers

. C. D.,} Trustees. .

-salary to any other than the Teacher interested, or to some person authonzed by

the ‘Peacher to receive.and grant a receipt for it.

. Asthe Legislative Grant is interided, not to supersede, but to assist and en-_
‘cuumge local effort, it should be advanced on the order of Trustees, in harmony

with the principle of its original appropriation. I, therefore, the, Trustees desire
to obtain from the District Superintendent one-half of the sum apportioned ont of
the Legislative Grant to their School Section, they must see, at the same time, that’

there is' collected for the School Teacher one-half of the amount which they have

agreed to-raise by Rate Bill, whether that amount be small or large; and so in re-
gard to any other portion of the Legislative Grant for the current year. The ob-

jeet of this regulation is to prevent local abuses upon the bounty of the Legislature,
to secure to Teachers the punctual payment of their quarterly Rate Bills, as well |
. as the Legislative Grant, while it will always be found better for Parents and Guar-

dians to pay the small amounts of the quarterly Rate Bills than to suffer it to ac~
cumulate to the end of the year, to the great inconvenience of the Teacher, and
sometimes to his absolute loss. *The most convement way of paying the quarterly
Rate Bill is, for each Parent or Guardian to send the -amount for which he is rated
by one of his chﬁdren to the School Master, requiring hxs receipt for the amount.
This will save such Parent or Guardian the trouble and expense of the Collector’s
fees, and secure punctial and timely payment to the Teacher,

SECTION 11. Form qf Deed  for the Site of a C'omman Sclwal House,

“ Teacher’s Resz[z'ence, c%c

Ta1s INDENTORE, made the
Lord one thousand eight hundred and
to facilitate the conveyance of Real Property, BETWEEN

—,'in the year of Qur
»in pursuance of the Act

d'ty of'

I

~of
' the Township [ ZTown or City] of ~—— in the District and Pro-

-
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vince of Canada —— of the one'part, and the District Councﬂ of the
~——— District, in the Province ‘aforesaid, of the other part .
‘WIENESSETH, that in ) consideration of —, of lawful money
“of Canada, now paid by the District Council of the District -
- aforesaid, to the said ————, grants unto the District Council of
— District aforésaid, their Successors and Assigns, FOR EVER; ALL
In trust for ‘the use of a Common School, in and for Section number
, in the Township [Town or City J] of - in the — Dis-
trict aforesaid, . ’ .
THE said —— Covnmms with the District Council of the
" —— District aforesaid, THAT he hath the right to convey the said
Lands to the District Councﬂ of the District, aforesaid. Anp, -
that the. District Councﬂ of the —— District aforesaid, shall have
. quiet possession of the said Lands: FREE.FRoM INCUMBRANCES. AXND,
the said — covenants with the District” Council of the’
District aforesaid, that he will execute such further assurances of the
said Lands as may be requisite.
JN WITNESS WHEREOF, the said part1es hereto have hereunto set their
handa and seals.

.

A. B. [seal]’
. L , C. D.: [seal.]
SIGNED, ‘SzALED, AND DELIVERED, | . "~
IN THE PRESENCE OF .

> B F"}meesses

\ Rmum: If the Grantor is a married man, lus wife’s name must be mserted in
the Deed, and this clause added after the-word “ requsite” : Andthe said —— ——
wife of the seid —— ———, hereby bars her dower in'the said Lands.

e

s

SECTION. 12. Form of the Ammal Repart of :S’clmol Tmstees o tlw
District Superintendent. .

(For Form see opposite page)
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‘ANNUAp Reporr of the Trustees of School Section, 'JV‘o. —, in the Township {Town or City] of ——. to the .S:uperinte

»

r ending‘ the 31st of December, 18—.

ndent of Schools for the — District, Jor the yea

Dated this Thirly<first day qf December, 18

ExrranaTorY Remasxs oy THE° ANNvAL Reports or Tsusress—1. The An-
nual Reports of the Trustees of School Sections must furnish the principal data for
the Reports of District Superintendents aud the Annual Report of the Chief Super-
intendent. Every item of information, therefore, which ean throw light upop the
state and character of Elementary Instruction; and thereby furnish the materials

for increasing the interest of the public mind in the subject, and for suggesting and

«

adopting improvements which may-be practicable and neeesgary, should be embraced
in the:Reports of local Trustees, - It is of the utmaost importance, therefore, that the
foregoing Forms of Reports be filled up with the greatest care, and that no column be
neglected. The particular attention of- Trustees is requested to this subject. .

2. The Annual Report of School Trustees must be transmitted fo the District
Superintendent on or before the second Tuesday of January of each year; and,

year, and of the Expenditure tkereq}‘i and of all other matters stated in said Report,

.according to the 4th division of the 28th section of the Act, no Disfrict Superintend-

ent is authorized to pay the last instalment of the Annual School Fuud to the order
of the Trustees of any School Section, until they shall have transmitted to him their

Annual Report.

3. The Form of Reports for School Sections,

Townships, is_the same with that of other School Sections—except that the two or

d of parts of two or more

: ] . : TEACH-| APPAR- | . SCHOOL SCHOOL - i
- MONEYS. PUPILS. H =” BOOKS USED. | "NUMBER "OF PUPILS IN Modes | | "ERS. | “sTUs. HOUSE. || LORARY. | VISITS |
> § - oy ) 7 L w G G ——— o - - » = i g :
5( 2 5 ' :8 o o - I'oTar. In Summer. In Winter. | ‘EE% l C Readmg Classes.  Arithmetic Instruc- _';E @ £ -:_5\ ]11'
- £ g g g g 2 5 T |38 2 WS 12 2 . <53 . O tion. =31 . 5 B . 5| 1%
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. The undersigned declare that the above Report contains a true and full account of all the Moneys received by us for the use of the said School Section during the current 4B

C. D.} Trustees.

more Townships, of parts of which such School Sections are composed, should be .

_hamed at the head of the Report. .
4."The term Sumiper in the Report-is intended to inclade
¢ing in April and endipg in September; and the term Winler

cing in October and Ending in March.’

the half’ year cornmen~
the half year commen=

o
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"CHAPTER. IV.
. FORMS“FOR TEACHERS OF COMMQN:SCHOOLS.‘

SEcTION. 1,—-Fa)m%y" u Teacher’s Receipts.

——
.

1. F01m of a recelpt to Parents or Gu‘u'dlans, on the payment of hls
~or her Rai‘e Bill.

Received from [kere write the name of the pupil or person paying]
the sum of [here write thesum in words] currency, in payment of the
Rate Bill dae-from [kere write the name of the person in whose bealf
payment is made] to School Sect?’on No, *—, in the [ Township, Town,
or City] of - , for the quarter ending the day, of” 5 18—,

Dated this — day of 18—, e

pa

- TA. B, Teacker,

ReMank. When the payment of the Rate Billis made by the Parent or Guardian
concerned, the receipt should state it accordingly.
" The payment of the Rate Bill to the Teacher, within the time which may be.pre-
seribed by the Trustees, will exempt the person thus paying it from the pay. ment of
the Collector’s Fees. The Teacher should, of course, appnse the Collector of all
payments made to him,so that’ the Collector nay not bé'at the troubfe;of calling
upon such persons ;' and should the Teacher not inform the Collector of such pay-
ments. within the time prescribed by the Trustees, he should be liablé'to pay the
Colleetor the usual Fees for the unnecessary trouble imposed upon him by such
Teacher’s neglect.

- ——

o

2. Form of Receipt to Trustees.

RecEIVED from the Trustees of School Section No. —, in ‘the -

[ Toonship, Town, or City] of - , the sum of [kere write the sum

in words] currency, in payment of my salary in part [or in full] for

the [ First, Second, &e.] quarter, ending the'— day of —; 18—. °
- A. B, Teqcker. .

3. Form of a Receipt-to the sttrlct Supermtendent.

RECEIVED from [here insert the name of the Supmntendent] Super- /
_ intendent of Common Schools for the —— District, the sum of [kere



L B2

write'the sum in words,] currency, in payment of an order on him by
the: Trustees of School Section No. —, in the [Townsliip, Town, or
City] of , it my faveur dated the — day of y 18—, and
paid this — day of ——, 18—-.

A.B, ' Teacker.

. Remars. Or on receiving the full amount of the order, it may be most convenient
for the Teacher to write the fo]lowmg aeknow]edgment on theback of it :—
“ RECEIVED the within in full, this — day of —, 18—.7
A. B., Teacker.

Pre—————
: 2

SECIION 2. Form of Teachers Circular Notice of the Quarterly
Examination of his School. - .

— 18—,
Sm,—-In conformity with the, Common School Aet, 9° Vie. Cap.
XX, Section 27, the Quarterly ‘Examination of the School in Section
No —, will be held on day, the — of ——, when the pupils of
the School will be publicly examined in the several sub‘)ects which -
they have been taught during the qua.rter now closing. The exercises
will commence at nine o’clock, A. M., and- you are respectfully
requested to attend them.
1 am, Sir,~ . .
. ’ . " - Your obedient servant,
To €. D. : - A. B., Teacker.
School Trustee, or szltor. _ ’

Reaarks. A copy of the-above Notice onght to besent to each of the Trustees,
and to as many Visitors of the School Section as possible. Clergymen are School
Visitors of any Township in the which they have a pastoral charge ; all Justices of
the Peacare School Visitors of-the Township in which they reside ; and all sttnct
Councillors are School Visitors of the Township vguch they represent, The.-- -
Tesacher should address a circular notice to those of them who reside within two ér - LN
three miles of his Sehool ; he is, also, required to give notice, through his pupils, o
to their Parents and Guardians, and to the neighbourhood, of the Examination.

S . - e—

c 1

" Secrion 8. Form of a Common School Teacker’s Scﬁool Ii'egzster.
(For form see opp051te page.) .
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DA!LY%Y, AND QUARTERLY REcISTER

of School Section Vo, . in the Township {(Town or City) of , for the Quarter ending the.—— day  of ——, 18— . ume e
| - . —t=— | Duing
NAMES. RATE BILL. N \yﬁxr STUDIES ENGAGED. JANUARY. FEBRUARY. - . . MARCH.}* e
- - 4 - ” - <. .
Reading Classes, Arithmetie. - ' L £ I g
: CREE
' g 1842 - | : ) N TR
- Amount = 1288 O ! . ' - L . ) : . ino Week ending | o, | -
7. ~ i Amount ) 5 |33 -t i | ) Lt . e - - on i N ; 5 c “Week endin S iz | -
l\ama of ‘f_'arent Name of Pupil. | & imposf’e‘:lnby received 2 |ME ) " £14 _% { Wetk ending | Week ending | Weekending | Weekending Week ending \V:ekex&flxrng \Yseek egdm,__, W:c?egdm,, “Vsezﬁx:ggmg ‘Wse:h;ig;i;ng \Vse:::nexl‘m 1 'Saturday.a Saturday. £
or Guardian. . & | Rate Bill, fmm_ 213|452 IE3E ds5151] . 1 gls . | 2 | Saturday 9th. | Suturddy 16th. | Saturday 23rd. Saturday. Satuiday. Saturday, aturday. Saturday. . Y. 1 . 12 1 Pl ) cE
. ” o Rate Bill. < ;5':-‘5'3 g g- Sl ofE] g ¢ @ § B . . . S 2
P ; 2 |EEi22| 8|8l 4123158 i N e s 1
&0 iy B [3=|2< C O T I StE A} = )
< 20 IS |cid|E g 215,53
7 - £ [slal £ [a]a ! : | Pl N ; | '
Wm Smitlz.v John Smith, u el o111 I' . -lol- I ! . . l ol { . ‘ N
Jokn le;mpson. Jas. Thompson. i ) il R S ‘ . .. l . . I AN ]} . i [ A
! - | UL R
- = —— — " v
Jessie Reid. Andrew Reid. - g . . NI I l . . At 1 gt . N ‘ 1 P
H. Brett. Alex. Brett. ; ; ,‘ . l RS T I s .i‘;lD. . }; B 1P I IV 5%, O P IO
James Johnson. | Thos. Joknson. ﬁ ‘ | R B . ] . ; . 1 sl : - ’ P I I ).
— | AU VR A S O O [ N S NI
Alex. Wallgee. | Wn. Wallage. f l , ﬁ‘ ISR RaEnEE . i } IS
- | R ST A N o M T
Geo. Robinson, Thos Robinson, ] l } B S dalt. eled-d- ] . g . L l . et S
Bridget j{'}'wpfeyﬁ." Patrick Murphy. “r | ° , ‘! R IS [ I IR I . Oi . 5\5 Lo A S EE . . --
\ 3 =, | O o I
Hiram Ovr. Jane Orr. P ! i i . DR EER .- . . . g .. . . i
< " RSN NS JS A e ! —
0. UHanton. <~ |.1¥m. Hanlon. | ' ’ Rl T ! BN B l A . - -1 [ .
1. Jameson. . T 0. Jameson, ‘; : . R P . e -1 R R 1 2 N N . . e . ‘
Ym. Taylor, | Mary Taylor. f ARERAERAN RRAEAERE Ii BN EEAE ’

ExPLASATORT RYMARKS ON FILLING TP THE Scrool KeosT¥r.—The foregoing Form will snswer the*
troble purrose of o Derly, Weekdn, and Quarterly School Register, w hont re-trawsenbimgz the nnmes of the
L he weneral 1ule bemg thut Pupis shouht

Pupils dunirg the quarter
A eipher arom | the pomt, as O. 1~ the matk fur abuent

attend. 1t 5 ginecessary to wark them when present
_—an~ 1 the eace of Joim Smuth, w the above form, who was gbsent ¢n e 91h en 1 20th of Janunry.
Tupil 15 absentin the foreroon, the cipher shouid be above the poat, shen absent . the afiernvon, belaw the
prnt—as m the case of Patrack Murpiy, whose ubsenco 13 marked on *he mornyg of the 19th and on the after-

noon of the 22nd of Jenuary.

When . Puyil leaces the School, or is dismissed, & line should be dmun through his name, leaving it still
lepible; and the fetter L for Left, and I for Dismessed should be inserted in the space fur the day on which he
coased to attend, gs in the ease of Alerander Bret!, who wus dismissed un the 16th, ind of Thomus Jumeson, who
left on the 23rl Junuery. 3

‘Tio btrer A s the marh of admission

When the
January, April, July, and October. N
The foregoing Form of Register isfilled

‘When-a Holiday or Vacation ocenvs, it is marked as ox Friday, the 15th January.

. The two colamns &t the right hand side of the sheet are 1o show, st one view, the total
each Pupil hasbeen present and absent during the Quarter.
week by adding up the entries in cacly space and wnt ny their sum at the bottom.

The Register should be renewed at the commencement

The swnz result can be

_of each Quartér—naméely, the first Monday of
. N K
up for the first three weeks of the first Quarter of the yedr 1847,

ReMarks ox Fory oF CLass Rorrs—1. The foregoing Form of R gister,is designed for the whole School,
and exhibits at oue view the studies of each Pupil, and the geneval state ofrthe Scboul.
be formed into classes; so. in eddition to the Register of the School ut large, there should be o Roll, or Last, for “| -
each Class, whether for Reading, Geography, Arithmetic, &c

numter of days
given in respect to cach

But ns the Pupils mnst

erwch ?u:pil reci

wnta thoad ol T ¥
‘The Teacher can adopt & weule of fim

ted ur porform e 1,5 for Very Good, 4 for Good, 3 for Indifferent, 2 tor Bad, 1

may preter, to mdiente this,~uch as 6 for Perfect 2
for Very Bad. 0 for Not at all prepared—and A for Absent.

5. Each Class Roll will present a i
the sum of the figures opposite each name, for the week, month or quarter,

nh.y

plete view of the

the 7
ou) o

)
ures, or oth

b YRR ERNEINUR 1

for the
verad studres—and
st dy of the Close. -

tta ‘Feacher maw
manner mwhech
v marks ns he

ding of each Pupil in each Class or Study—and 1
(or the quotient of thewr sum divided

each stuly dml'ing that

| by the number of lessons) will show the real and comparativstanding of each Pupil, it rorl
. gir’log, m'a!(!il form one nxle) for determining the distinetione, aud Tonours, of prizey, awecded at the Quarterly

i W ish # tin,
Public Examinations. Thetranseapt of such 2 1ecord, in regard to each Pltpxl. will also furnish interesting
information to the Parents or Guarding conce rued . e
- 6 When the same Class is heard taice .\-dny{ L:lm entry"{or sll ogm.( Toooamaritr.
and that for the second losson, in the lower part of the spece for the duy. . . reede the
. 7. Pupils changiug places in their Classes und receivirng Tickets when Dux, or head, will not supe

Brlars v that
asefulness of some such record as that above suggested,—which includes not caly one but every Pupil, and
in respect to every lesson. : B . K :

« *ke y~por part,

\
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CHAPTER V.
MISCELLANEOUS FORMS.

i,

~Secrioy 1. Form of applzcatwn to'the Dzstnct Supermtendent for a
: : separa,te School. ' .

To A. B, Superintendent of Common Schools in the —— District. -

Sir,—We, the undersigned [Roman Catholic or Protestant] Free-

. holders and Householdera «of School Section, No. —, in the [ Township,

- Town, or City] of , being desirous of having a Teacher of our
own Religious faith, and ﬁndmv that the Teacher in this School, Sec-
tion is of the [ Roman Catkolzc orProtestant] Faith, do hereby, accord-
ing to the provisions of the Act 9 Vic. cap. xx, séc, 32nd and 33rd,
make applieation for a separate School. ‘We have appointed [here
insert the names of three persons] to be Trustees of the: said separate
School; and we further declare that the said School shall be subj ect to
the visitations, condmons, riles, and obligations provided for in sald :
Act with reference to other Common Schools.

Dated this - day of , 18—.

Rnﬁmizx. This Application wust beusigned by; at least, ter Householders rési-‘
dent in the School Section specified.” Such separate School is entitled to & share of
the Comuon School Fund, not according to-the number of childrenwho attend such

" School, nor according to the number of children in the School Section ‘of the reli-

gious faith of the applicants, but accords ing to the number of children of that faith
whé attend such separate School. )

’ \\SFGTION 2. Form of apphcatzon to the Ckzef Supenntendent -of V
Schools by a District Council_for aid, in support of a District Model
School, according to tbe 34tk 351]2 86th, and 37th sections qf t]ze
Common School Act.

C— st'rmcr Codnch OFFICE,

- 18—, .
SIR,—-I am dlrected to mform you, that the Mumclpal Council of the,-
— District has, by By-Laws, constituted the School in School Sec-
tion, No. —, in the [ Townskip, Town,or City] of »tobe a
- District Model ‘School, for the term of — years from ana after the :
— day Of ——, 18—,
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_The said By-Laws providé also, that the sum of [here insert the sum,
which must, at least, be £40 for each Model School] shall be annually ’
aprproprmted and paid from the District Rates for the paymcnt of
Teachers and the purchase of Books and Apparatus for the said Model
School, for the said term of yedrs.

' Lhave further to acquaint you that the sum of [ferewrite t}ze sum]
has been expended during the current. year, in the purchase of Books
and Apparatus for said Model School. I am therefore directed by the
District Council to request that you will lay. their application for the -

" aid granted by the Legislature towards the support of such Schools ‘

*.before His Excellency the Governor General, that His Excellency’s

warrant may issue in favour of the Superintendent of Common Schools
for this District, for a sum equal to half the amourit expended, so that the
same may be received and expended durmtr the current year, as the
law duects.. .
’ I am, Sir,
" Your obedient Servant,
(AL B,

o Distriet Clerk.

GexeraL Resuks, The paities concerned ai'e left to their own discretion as to
the Forms of all communications, relating to Common Schoula, for which speclﬁc

Forms are not furnished in the foregoing pages.
All communications with the Govemment, relating to Schools conducted under

. the anthority of the Common School Act, 9 Vlc,, cap. AX, should be made throun'h

‘the Education Office, Toronto.
- Communications with the Government, not so made, are reFerred back to the .
Education Office, to be brought before His Excellency theough the proper Depart- -

menb——whxch ocedsions unnecessmy delay and expense.

3

CHAPTER VI ST
GENERAL REGULATIONS AND II\STR‘E)‘CTIO\S

——
: s ¢ oy

SI:,CTIONI Holidays and Vacatwns. Co BRI

1. Every alternate Saturday shall be a Hohda.y in each School;
2. There shall be.a Vacation of elght daysat Christmas, and another
at Easter, in‘each year. - l .

3. There shall he a Vac: tion of two weeks during some part of the

. Quarter ending on the 30th of September, at such time as the District
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&upenntendent may direct; o, if he shall not direct any particular time,

it may be at such time as shall be preferred by the Trustees and Teacher.
- 4. Each Dis..rlct Superintenderit shall have authority, when he may
*- think proper, in \nsxtmff the Schools, to give the children a Holiday for

general good conduet and general attendance at School .

5. All agreements between Trustees and Teachers shall be subject to

" the foregoing regulations; and Teachers shall not be deprived ofany part

of their salaries on a¢count of allowed Vacations and Holidays.

DR

‘SECTION' 2. Duties of Trustees.

1. The Law mvests Trustees with most important functlons and
duties. They alone have authonty to employ Teachers ; they-alone
-provide and furnish the School House and premises; they select
the Books from the list provided for them ; they are indeed the patrons

. of the School. Their duties dre, therefore, of the greatest'importance,
' and should be well understood. = : ,

2. The Trustees employ the Teacher—ao‘ree with hlm .as to the
hours of daily téaching, the period during- which he teaches, and the
" amount of remuneratmn but the mode of teaching is with the Teacher.

On the expiration of the term of agreemeént, Trustees can dismiss a
Teacher if they dare not pleased with him ; but, subordinate to.the
general rules and regulations provided by law, the Teacher has a right
to exercise his own judgment in teaching the School, and the District
Superintendent and Visifors alone have a right to advise him on this
- subjects The Teacher is not a mere machine; and no Trustee or Parent
. should attempt to reduce him to that position. His character and his
interest. alike prompt him to make his instructions as efficient and
popular as 'possible. To interfere with him, dnd deprive him of his
" “discretion aga Teacher, and then; as i often the case; to dismiss him for _
inefficiency, is to inflict on him a double wrong, and a double injury,
and frequently injures the’ puplls themselves, and all parties concerned.
‘While a person is employed as a Teacher, it is essential, both to his
character and success, that he, and not-others, should be the Teacher
. of the School. Tt is, nevertheless, the duty of the Trustees to see
"“that the School is conducted a.ccordmg to the regulatlons provided for
by Law.

3. It is, therefore, important that Trustees should elect a competent .

Teacher. The best Teacker is always the cheapest. He teaches most,
"and inculcates the best habits of learning and mental developement, in

LS
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a gwen tlme -and time and proper hab1ts are worth more than money,
both to pupils and their parents Trustees who pay a Teacher fairly
and. punctually, and treat him properly, will seldom want a good
Teacher.. To employ an incompetent person, ‘because he offers his
incompetent services for a small sum—though at a lower rote than a
competent person—-ls to waste money, and mock and injure the youth
of the neighbourhood. The Natiorul Board of Education in Ireland
__ remark.— A Teacher shonld: be a pérson of Christian sentiments, of
“ calm temper and discretion ; he should be imbued with the spirit of
« peace, of obedience to the law, and of loyalty ‘to his Sovereign; he
« should not only possess thé art of communicating knowledge, but be
“ capable of moulding the niind of youth, and of giving to the power, €
« which education confers; a useful discretion. These are the quali-
« ties for which Patrons of Schoels, when makmv choice "of a Teacher
¢ should anmously look.”

4. Trustees will, also, find it the best economy tohavea comfortable
School House, kept comfortable and properly furnished. It-is ds diffi-
cult for pupils to learn, as it is for the Master to teach, m an unfur-
nished and comfortless School House. -

5. In the- selection of Books to be used in the Schoo], the Tr ustees,
should see that but one series of Reading Books, one Arithmetic, or one
for the beginners and another for the more advanced pupils, ore Geo-
graphy, &., should be used in any one School, in order that the Scho-
lars may be classified in the several branches wlnch they are studying.
Heterooenous School Books (however good each may be in itself, like
each of several.odd coach wheels), render classification impossible, in-
crease the labours and waste the time of the Teacher, and retard t}ye)
progress of the pupils. Both the Teacher'and Pupils labour at, per-
haps, not. less than a hundred per cent. disadvantage, when they are
compelled to use books which are as various as the Scholars’ names.
The series of Readers and other School Books published by the Na-
tional Board of Education in Ireland, and recozﬁmended ‘by the Cana- -
dian Board, are doubtless the best, and will be the cheapest series of
Canadian School Books sold in Canada, as may be seen, by referring -

to the list of prices in the Appendix to these Forms and Regulations. '

6. Forotherduties of Trusteesy see the Remarks in theseveral sections
"of Chap. IIL of these Forms and Regulatlons The Trustees should,

also, see that their School is furnished with a Visitors' Book in whlch S

the remarks of Visitors may be entered.
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The 28th Sectlon of the Common School Act _prescribes the general‘

duties of Teachers,‘and the discipline to.be maintained by them, accor-
ding to the regulations and forms which shall be prepared by the

- Superintendent of Schools. For Forms to be observed, and Register .

to be kept in each School,-see Chap. IV. Srfe, also, the: -28th Sect:on

of the School Act.

- _The following practical dlrectnons and rules for Teachers are sub-
»vstanhally adopted from those-of the National Board of Education in
Ireland:. - ..

" L. To receiye courtcously the V,tsﬂ:ors ﬂppomted by Law‘, and to ‘af-

-ford them every facility forinspecting the Books used, and examininginto
the state of Schools as .prescribed by law ; o have the Visitors” Book

opemn, that the Visitors may, if they choose, enter remarks in it. Such-

remarks as may be made, the Teacher is by no means to alter or

_ erase, but to lay them before the District Superintendent, who is

authorized totransimit copies of such.of themas he may deem of suffici- -

ent importance to the Chief Superintendent of Schools. -

i

2. To keep the Register and Class-rolls accurately and neatly, ac- -

cordmn* to the presenbed forms.
8. To classify the children according to the Natlonal Books, where

they are used; to study those books - themselves; and to teach ac-
cording to" the approved method ref‘ommended in theu- several
prefaces.

4. To observe themselves, and to .impress upon “the- mmds of the

pupils, the great rule of regularity and order—A TIME AND A’ PLACE

FOR EVERY THINS, AND EVERY TH;NG’:N ITS PROPER 1‘1&:’1-: AND

I’I:ACE.

-5. To promote both by precept and example, CLEANLINESS, NEAT-

ness and pECENCY. To effect this, the Teachers should set an exam--

" and gemeral appearance of, their Schools. ~They should, also, satisfy
“themselves, by personal inspection every morning, , that. the children
have had their hands and faces washed, their hair combed and clothes
cleaned, and, when necessary, mended. . The School apartments, too,

- pleof cleanliness and neatness in their own persons, and in the state

should bé swept and dusted every evening ; and whitewashed, atleast, - »

once a-year.

: .- 6." To pay. the strictest attention fo. the morala asd general conduct -

‘ " of their pupﬂa and fo omit no opportunity of inculeating the princi-
ples of TRUTH AND HONESTY ; the duties of respect to superiors, and
obedience to all'persons placed in authority over them. -

‘ - K
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7. Ta evince a regard for the improvement and general welfare_of
their Pupils, to treat them with kindness combined with firmness ; and
to aim at governing them by their affections and reason, ratherthan by
barshness and severity.

‘8. To cultivate kindly and aﬁ'ectzonate feehngs among their Pu-
pils; to discountenance quarrelhng, crue]t,y to ammals, and every
approach to vice.

N. B.—The classification of the children (referred to in the third rule) applies to
all Schools, whatever books may be used. But the National Readers, as well as.
other books of the National Board in Ireland, afford peculiar facilities for doing so,
* asthe Readersarépumbered 1, 2, 3,4, and 5, and are formed upon the progressive prin-
ciple—* that is, eéach lesson made s little more difficult than the preceding one,
(the one rising above another, like the steps of a stairs.): It will be necessary to
divide each class into divisions to correspond with the progress and profieiency of
the children. For instance the first division of the first Class-bools will be learning
the _Alphabet ; the second Monosyllables : and so on.” The infellectual System of
Education is the method inculeated in the Prefaces of those excellent Books, while
the Books themselves are so much superior to the common class of books, and con-
tain so much information on subjects seldonr brought within the reach of the mass
* of the people, that they form & sort of library themselves, and require careful and’
", diligent study, on the part of the best Teachers, in order to teach them intellectually
to others. .

Smc'non 4. Dzmes of Sclzool sztors.

1. Al Clergymen recogmzed by. law, all Magistrates and sttnet
Councillors, are School Visitors, and their duties are- clearly pointed
outin the 15th and 16th sections of the Common School Act..

2. It is, however, recommended fo letors, in xo insfance to speak
disparagingly of the instructions or management of the Teachér in
the presence of the Pupils; but, if they think any advice necessary, ’
to give it privately ; and to report to the District Superinténdent
~ anything which they shall think important to - the interests of any

School visited by them. The Law recommends the Visitors « especi-
ally to attend the Quarterly Ezamination of Schools.”

3. The District Superintendents are .School thors, by virtue of
their office, and their cofnprehensive daties, as such, are stated with
sufficient minuteness in the 4th division of the 13th section of the
School Act. While'each District Superintendent makes the careful
inquiries and examinations required by law,’and gives pmvately to the
Teacher and Trustees such advice as he may deem expedient, and such

- counsel and eneouragement to the Puopils as circumstances may sug-
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_gest, he will, as the Irish National Board direct each local Superinten-
dent,  exhibit 4 courteons and. conciliatory conduct towards all per-

sons with whor he is to communicate, and pursue such a line of con- ~ -

duct as will tend to uphold-the just inflnence and authonty, both_ of
. Managers and Teachers,”

4. Too strong a recommendation cannot be given to the estabhsh~ :
ment of Clrculatmg Libraries in the various Districts, and Townships, -
and School Sections. A District Association, with an auxiliary in
each Township, and a Branch in each School Section, might, by means
of a comparatively small sum, supply popular and useful reading for the

young people of a whole District. It is submitted to the serious atten-
' tion of all. School Visitors, as well as Trustees, and other friends of
"the diffasion’ of useful knowledge. :

B.—There is nothing in the law agamst’Vismots bemfr elécted Tmstees and
the same person may ofteri Serve most usefully both as a Trusteeand a szxmr—-ﬁllmg
thé latter.office ez-gfficio, and the former by the choice of his neighbours.

Secrio 5. Appealé to the Chief Superintendent.

1. All parties concerned in the operation of the'Common School -
Act have the right of appeal to the Superintendent of Schools ;.and
. he is authorized to decide on such questions as interested parties may
think proper to refer to him. But for the ends of justice—to pre-
vent delay, and to save expense, it will be necessary for any party thus
appealing to the Superintendent: 1. To furnish the party against
whom they may- appeal with 2 correct oopy of their communication to
the Superintendent, in order that the ‘opposite party may have an
opportunity of transmitting, also, any explanation or answer that such
- party may judge 'expedient./ 2. To state expressly, in the appeal to
" the Supgnntendent‘ that the oppoglte party has thus been notified of
At It must not be supposed thatthe Superintendent will decide or
form ‘an opinion, on any point aﬁ'ecmno- differing parties, Wlthout :
- hearing both sides—whatever delay. may at any time be occasioned in
order to securg such a- -hearing. .
2. The foregomv directions do not, of course, refer to communica-
- tions asking for advice on doubtful pomts, or prudential meagures of 2
locil or general character.
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" Scrrox 6 The Cunstitution and . Government of the Schools m :
respect to Religious Instructwn

«

.1. As Christianity is the basis of our whole system of Elementary .
Education, that principle should pervade it throughout. Where it
-cannot be carried out in mixed Schools to the satisfaction ‘of both
y Roman Catholics and Protestants, the Law p1ondes for the establish-
ment of separate schools. And the Commén School Act, securing indi-
vidual liberty, as well as recognizing Christianity, provides,  Thatin
any Model or Common School established under this Act, no child .
¢ shall be required to read or study in or from any religious book, or
" %10 join in any exercise of devotion or religion which shall belgbjected.
“to by his or heér parents or guardians.” With this” limitation, the
* pecaliar religious exercises of each School must be a matter of under=
standing betweern the Teacher and his employers. This must.be the
case in regard both to separate and mixed Schools. ’ C

2. In Schools which are domposed both of Roman Catholic and -
Protestant Children, the Commissioners of National Education in | Tre-
land have made the following regulations which are worthy of imita-
tion wherever desired and practicable in Canada :—  One.day in each
. week, or part of a day, (independently of Sunday,) is to be set apart

“ for the religious instruction of the children, on which day such pas- = -

¢ torg or other persons as are approved of by the parents and guar-
# dians of the children, shall have access- to'them for that purpose.”
¢ The, Managers of Schools are also expected to afford convenient’

;. “ opportunity and facility for the samie purpose on other days of the

“yweek. But where any course of religious instruction is pursued in -
¢ 3 School during School hours, to which the parents of any of the
< ¢hildren attending it object, the Manavers are to make an arrange-
“ ment, for havmv it given to those whoare toreceiveit at a stated time or

¢ times, and in a separaté place ; so that no children, wliose parents or
“ guardians object to their Being'so, shall be present at it.” _The Com-
;ni;sioners of National Educationin Englandalso observe in-theirSecond

" Report, that—*Inthie National Schools the importance of religionis con+
« stantly impressed upon the minds of the children, through the works
& caleulated to. promote good principlés and fill the heart with love for *
« religion, but which are so éompiled asnot to clash with the doctrines
“ of any particular class of Christians. The children, are thus pre-
“ pared for those moré strict religious exercises, which it is the pecu- .
¢ Yigr province of the ministers of religion to superintend or direct,
« and for which stated times are set apart in each School, so that each

- “class-of Christians may thus receive separately, such religious in- .
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“struction, and from such peISOns as their p’nents ar pastors may
“ approve or appoint.”

The National ‘Commissionérs further e\plfun the right of “local
. Trustees or Patrons on this point: ¢ The Patrons of the several

¢ Schools have a right of appomtmn‘ such religious instruction as'they
“ may think proper 1 " to be given therein ; provided that each School

¢ shall be open to all rehmous commnmona ; that due regard be had . .
% to parental right and authority ; tlnt aceordingly, no child be com-
« pelled to rgceive or be present at any religious instruction to which
“ his or her parents or guardians.may object : and that-the time for
“ giving it be fixed that no child shall in effect be excluded directly.
¢ or indirectly from the other advantages which the School affords.

"¢ Subject to this, religious instruction may be given exther during the
# fixed school-hours or otherwise.”

3. The foregoing quotations (which mr«ht be rrreatly extended)
from the Irish Commissioners’ Reports, are- made, because their system
may be considered as the basis of the Canadian- system—their Books

* having been adopted and their methods of instruction being about to
be introduced in thé Provincial Normal School. That system is Chris-
tian, but not sectarian; secures individual right and denominational
. -privileges, and is founded -upon revealed truth. . “ The General . Les-.
son hung up in every School of the Irish National Board, and care-
_ fully inculeated upon the Pupils, is recommended for umverdal adoptlon
in Upper Canada, and is as follow» s—

GEN ERAL LE SbON

% CHRISTIANS should endeavour, asthe Apostle‘ Paul commands them,
“to live peaceably with all men,’ (Romans ¢.-12 2. 18), even ‘with
those of a different religious persuasion. )

- «Quy Ssviour CHRIsT, commanded His Disciples to¢ Love one ano-
ther” He taught them to love even their enemies, to bless those that
cursed them, and pray for those who percecuted them. He bjmself.
prayed for His murderers. )

“ Many men hold erfoneous doctrines ; B but we ought not to hate or-
- persecute them. We ought to seck for the truth and hold fast what
_ wearc convinced is the truth : but not to treat harshly those who are

in error. Jests Crmmist did' not-intend His Religion to be forced on
- men by violent means. He would not allow His Diseiples to fight for

Him.

«“If any persons treat us unkindly, we must ‘not do the same to
them; for Carist ard His Apostle; have taunht us not to return evil-
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for evil. If we would obey szxsr, we must do to others, not a3 they
do to us, but as we would wish them to do to us.

“ Quarrelhng vrith our ne1ghbours and abusing them, is not the Way
to convince them that we are in the right-and they in the wrong. It
is more Likely to convince them that we have not a Christian spirit.

“ We ought to show ourselves followers of CaRisT, who, ‘when He
was reviled, reviled not aﬂ'a.m,’ (1 Peter, c. 2 v. 23,) by bebaving gently
and kindly to every one.” .

4 For a more detailed exposition of this important sub_]ect all par- .
ties concerned are referred to the Report on a System of ‘Public
Elementary Instruction for Upper Carada.” -

ot «

LIST OF SCHOOL BOOKS,

« Pyblished under the direction of the Commissioners of National
Education in Ireland”—prepared by practical and experienced
Masters—and recommended by the Board of Education for Upper
Canada, to be used in Canadian Schools; together with the
maximum retasl prices at which those Books will be sold, as soon as
they can be imported, or re-printed. (The Board of Education
has also recommended Lennic's Grammar, and sanctioned the use
of Kirkham’s Grammar and Morse's Geography.)

First Book of ToessonS coveeveerivseivesnrernes e oo 08 24

Second .+ diito ceeribenereeenesenseinas . g 08
Sequel to Second Book....ueervrsaress, ‘10
“Third Book” of Lessons........... Mereediinenesssinerens 1 4 .
. Fourth ditto... S, ceesretestsarasesaste 18
Fifth . ditto (BoYSDuurerrereerarervassvnirensncras ceeeervanse s 2.0
Reading Book for Girls’ Sebookivcwucsnrirernresiarieeslonnnisisessenns 2.0
Introduction to the Art of Reading...,... ereeeriaerenagees 14
Spelling Book Superseded...,. rrrreanereesasnraessiernenes 10~
" Enoglish Grammar .5, eesorsetsoshrorermiansioosnnnernnns verrenee. O 8
Key to QIEOuersrerse- ersromsesesreesrommsasarassossnssesnssrrnnns e 0 4
Epitome of Geographical Knowled % ............ 3 4
Compendinm of QL0 cverperennnrnreermrcrireiiensrenrenannarens 10
Geograpby Generalised, by Professor Stmnrvm ........... — 30
Introduction to Geomphy and sttory, by ditto... ORI
First Arithmetic ......... errevrensinn semssesisrtaasssossien corosrense ceeess 0.8
8

Key to  ditto...oeveerne evreraneeses teorrerenses Sasepreeesnbasrasan s reaeree 0
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Avrithmetic, m Theory a.ndPractlce.. reseeranrertesennrenesairebhe
BOOK-KEEPING weecrerrrsessieressnrrsrresasieseassarsnssenases .,
Eey 10 ditt0ncvericrereitnnsorsacsnoensssessionsesanesssernonsnssssssrossnsses
. Elements of Geomet.ry... reeessesessseetattenntraestaranaesetaenterattnnany
MEDSUTBLION cuvsusserrrsirnreressioniine soessrsssssusrssessssssssssssnsasans
Append:x to datto.. creetiaersereaeatacnacastrsresaenrsieriontassaeacesas
Scripture Lessons, (0. T.) No Locerrseanse
Ditto (0. T) No 2errevrerereenen
Ditto ~ (N T.) No Locverierramcsevsnnnecest
Ditto (. T.) No 2.......... verersessanegeniases ceseracens SV §
SaCYed POCITY. erererreerrrerrererssseivmssessersnssrassensones coonrenremmees O
Lessons on the TmthofChrlsuamty........ T N P |
Set Tablet Lessops, Arithmetic...... Aetmrririsetenssienrnecssaenareines 2
1
2

HQ.—‘JHN.

-

* Ditto Spelling and Readmg.. eSessresssseresssasaverssvansarsans
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- ‘ " (No. 5.)

(CIRCULAR.) . J _
) Epvcatiox OFrics,
- .o T ' Toronto, 15th December, 1846. -

i SIR,—-—I heremth transmlt to you, for distribution, copies of the

Common School Act, and the Forms, Regulations, and Instructions for

.the better organization and government of Common Schools in
Upper Canada, and for conducting the proceedings authorized and
required by the said Common Scheol Act, 9th. Vie, Cap. xx. To the
several Forms, I Have added briel explanations and remarks, in'illus--
tration of both their use and 1mport'mce ‘

You will perceive, by these TForms and Refrul'ztmns, that T have

" ‘rather proprosed to supply defects than to make- @]ga«.,ges-to undo

“nothing, but to 1mprove and perfect, as far as practlcable, ‘what has
been be"un—to endeavour to simplify what has ieen thought to be too -
complex, and t6 adapt the whole to the circumstances and feelings of a
large rural community, who are immediately interésted in the operation
of the Common School Act, and to whom its admmlstratlon is chiefly

_intrusted.

) ~The firstact of the people, ander the new Law, will be holdmnr
the Annual School Meetings ‘on the second Tuesday in January next. -
These Meetings are to be called by the present.Trustees of Schools.
With ¥ view of rendering this new duty easy, on the part of Trustees,
I have caused Blank Forms of School Notices.to be prmted “and here-
with enclose them to you. As three notices are requu'ed tobe posted

up in each School Section, I have had three copies of the Blank Form
printed on each half sheet of foolscap. By transmitting one copy of
the School Act, and one of the. Forms and Regulations, and one half
sheet of the Blank Notices, to the Trustees of each School Section, you:
will supply them with the requisites for performing. their duties under

the new Law.~ This should b& dong at your earliest convenience.
As the care of shillings and pence is necessary in the accumulation

< of pounds, so attention to details is essential to the success and efficiency
of a gystem of instruction. Vague generalities will be of little practical

Cuse. Tt is the fitting ‘of the minute and less conspicuous -parts whlch‘
constitutes the real strength of a structure. - This-remark applies not
‘merely to teaching, and classification, and the whole furniture and
management -of 2 School, but to every kind of useful information
. Tespecting it. In the accompanying Statistical Table of Common

" . Schools in Upper_Canada, receiitly prepared at this, Office, in the
preparatxon of which no labour was spared the information available
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cxtended but little beyond the mere number of children. taught and
untaughit in the .several Districts in Upper. Canada—the number of
Schools, and the average amount of Teacher’s salaries. But little or
.no definite information has yet been obtained as to the relative number "
of male and femnle Teachers ; the relative number of Teachers of differ-
ent forms of religious faith ; the relative number of male and female
children in tlie Schools; the relative number of ¢hildren_attending
Schools in summer and in winter; the subjects taurrht in the Schools ;
‘the attainments of the pupils-in each of those subJects the methods of
" instruction pursued in the Schools; the Books used ; the number and
character of the School Houses, their furniture and apparatus ; the libra-
ries established, and several other items of mf‘ormatnon which are abso-
lutely necessary in order to present a full and comprehensive view of the
state of Elémentary Education in the countr}, or even to form an
adequate and safe opinion as to all the precise measures demanded for
its improvement and extension. '

Though as much has been done, sinee the establishment of the
-present system of Elementary Education in 1841, as could have been
expected under the circumstances, it is manifest that it is yet in its
infancy, and that much must be accomplished bef'ore it can compare
witl that of almost any other country, in which ‘a system of popular .

education exists. With'a view Of attempting to remiedy, in some -

measure, the defects to which I have adverted, I have prepared the
. Forms-of District Superintendents, and Trustees’ Reports, and School
he‘nstms, and Class Rolls, embracing all the subjects above mentioned
and several others. The School Rcmsters and Trustees’ Reports will
furnish every necessary information respecting each School Section..
The District Superintendents’ Reports will contain the aggregate of
. the School Section Report's,o\(the subjects in each being arranged in the
* same order,) together with such additional information as may be
attainable by the District Superintendents themselves.

With'a view of relieving, as far as possible, both the Supermtendents
and Trustees from inconveniénee in preparing these Reports for the
year 1847, I will cause’ Blank Reports for District Superintendents -
and Trustees fo be printed, and T will transmit a sufficient number of

- copies of them for each District. The School Recxster and Class Roll
can be prepared by.each Teacher. A Bookseller in Toronto is now
printing Forms of the School Registers and Class Rolls—according to

- the prescribed form—to’ supply Teachers who may apply for them.
Some stationer in the County Town of each District might easily get
.printed, or procure z suflicicnt number of them, to supply the. Schools

of such District.
L
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In respect to' the, General Regulations and Instvuctions which are -
contained in the 6th Chapter of the Forms, &e., you will observe that -
the Vacations and Holidays are the sime as heretofore, and that the
other directions and suggestions are either enjoined u_ym the Common
School Act, or have been adoptéd from the National Board of Edueation
in Ireland, whose admirahle system of instructinn may be considered .
as.the basis of our own—it having been sanctioned by the Gouvernment,
. and approved of by leading men of all sects and parties. I may be
. observed, that our system of Public Elementary Instruction is mostly .
derived from two sources: As a system of Lducation—that is, its law
_and government—it is chiefly borrowed from the lately amended
Schqol Law of the State of New York; as a :yatom of tnstruction—
* that is, its school-teachinig, books, dlaC)pllDG &e.—it is adopted from™
" the National Board of Education in Ireland. It may, bowever, le
remarked, that the best methods of instruction adopted in Great Brituin,
in Ireland, and in thte United States, are derive:l almost enmely from :
Germany. I am far from desiring to intvoduce anything new inour
Canadian System of Education, or to recommend anything which has
.mot been fully tested and approved in othercountries. In‘the First
Part of my ** Report on a System of Public Elementary y Instruction
JSor Upper Canada,” 1 have collected thie results of the experience and
opinions of themostdistinguished Educationists ia E: arope and Amerien,
_and-in the Sécond Part of that Report, I have exploined the manner in
which I think those results and opinionb should he applied to Upper
Canads, in every department of our system, from the duties.of the
. Executive Government down to the voluntar v efforts of private
" individuals ; and to that exposmon on general questions T have noth1n4r '
to add in this lettor.
. There are, however, several provxsmns of the law, on the mmner
" of executmfr which, it may be proper for me to make a few remarks.
“The first relates to the Books to be used in Schools. -The law’
prohibits the use of Foreign School Books in the- English Branches,
. unless sanctioned by the Board of Educanon, it also authorizes the
. ‘Board to recommend Books to be used in Common Schools, and directs
that the Trustees select: their School, Books froma List’ prepared by
the Provincial Board, and Wwithholds the Legislative Grant from any
School in which Books arc nsed which have been punhc]y dlsapproved '
of by the.Board. .
The Board has not deemed it expedxent, as yet, to signify its
public disapproval of any .School Book published in the British
-dominions; but it has recommended the excellent series of School

-
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Lool\u, prepal‘cd by czpcuen"r’d Teacuel ‘and’ publislied by * the -

‘ _Nanonal Board Jf Edueation in Irclanrh A part of this series Has'been. . .
» reprinted, and sold at reasonoble prices by Messra. Armourand Ramsay;

" - and the Board has adopted measgres to secure the 1mportahon, aswell |
“as correct reprints of these Books, at lov'er prices than they could

L hitherto: hwe been f‘urmshed——-thouah, 1 bem.ve, they Thave already’

-+ been sold at lower pmces than many other
~ of Educition has also recommended Lenwie's English ~ Grammar to .
" ‘those Who prefer it,"as well as the Llnmentary Grammar of the Irish

01 Books. ~ ‘The Board

Series.. The Boatd bas also sanctioned the continued use in'the’ Schools -

of two. Amenmn Books—namely, Kirkham's English Grammar and

upward% of ﬁfty maps, besides tivo or three hundréd wood engravings—-

. cand is 1mpox:ted and,.sold for three’ slzzl[mgs and ninepence, or less.
. Tt also contains a map of Capada, with its. sttmct dlusxons. :
L But as. mgmy Foreign and-other m'xpproprmte books have found
‘ then way into our Sf‘hool it is a’work of some delxeacy and difficulty.
to supersede: them. ~This must be the’ work of tite, -as well as of .’
.. prudence and peraeverance but the object to be accompl'shed is north TR
-all the labour necessary for its attamment. . It has been felt'so in every
_cnlightened country, as -you may see; by referring to the authorities .

quoted in my Report on Elementary Instraction, under the Tlead of
Text Bocks.. It has already been achieved in many of the counties,

~'and all the principal cities of the neighbouring State -of New-York,

" such as New York, Albany, Rochestu-, -&e., where their respective |

_ Boards of Education prescribé the Books sehich shall be used in each -
of the. Common Schools within their respective Juusdxctwns. The - -

: prmmple of the system of’ umf’ormlty of books-in Sclicolsis not 50, much‘ s
‘that one set of books should be used in a State, but that only one set . -
ot books: should be used in one School, and, next, that orly one set of" "

' ;_books should be used in a District or City. The first object. to.be ' |
. aimed.at is, the useg\bf but oné set of Books in ‘one School. Let ‘the.

o ,Dlstnct Supermtend‘ent and Teachers tse. every means to convince the
) ‘Trustees of Schools,that suchis. thelrmterest, and the interest of' those ¢ om.
* . whase behalf they dct, ‘and one of the mostimportant 1mprovements inour N

o Schook will be cffected. The value of the Fedcher’s time tohis employers- - .

©owill’ be doubled ; tle pronfress of the pu}&ls will'be proportiorably . -

advanced and the fnost repulsive part of a, Suhoolmaster “toﬂa will

‘ ‘:‘Morse s ngzanll #,—Loth exccllent clementary works—the latter, the . "
" best of the kind that I have sced in any country. I&s, asa Whole, :
. 1mpart1'zl in jts statements in respect to all countries ; né dxsproporuon«- .
“ate spack-is’ devote to the Lmtcd Stau,s of America ; it contains -
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be succeeded by a comparativ cly ﬁe%ur;lblo and sucecessful labour.
- But reasoning and persuasion are the appropriate means of attmxuw -
this great public object. Lducauon was never yet-promoted by harsh
mgaris, and least of all in respect to the subject on which I am now
remarking. Desides, the Government, as much as the people—and
even more—has left to ¢hance the sclection and supply of School Books
~(a provision for which ought to have been co-existent with our
Common School Law,)—and the same reasons,. affectionately and
earnestly pressed, which have induced the Government to adopt so
essential an improvement, will induce the Trustees and their constituents
to share the advantages of it. )

. She next point to which I would’ advelt relqtes to Certlﬁcates.ol'
qualification to Teachers, the giving of which, except in the lowest
and most limited ~degree, is "confided to District Supeuntendents. If
the employment of Teachers is with Trustecs, the guardianship of
‘their character and qualifications “is, chiefly with you. A serious
. responsibility, and one which requires no small degree of judgment and
firmness properly to discharge.. It may be assumed that your own =

_ estimate of the character and qualifications of a-Common School
Teacher will, to'a great extent, be that of the public around you. The .
more elevated the standard (provided it is practical) of a Teacher’s
character and qualifications, the more respectable and desirable does-
the profession become, and the better will it be remunerated.. The law
makes special mention of the moral character of 'Teachers—thus B
protecting the rising generationt against one of the greatest of evils—.
an .immoral Teacher. -The. Teacher’s' religious faith is, likewise, -
required to be stated in his Certificate’of qualification. You, and not
the apphcant or his friends, are-of course, to judge of the testimony
_ furnished as to his moral character. . It is therefore suggested to you, '
* whether you should not require each appllcant to produce a certificate
from his Pastor of the religious faith which he professes, as to his moral
character. . Other testimonials are ‘useéful, but, I think, this ought not
to.be dispensed with. Itis mvanably reqmred of apphcants by the
* National Board of Education in Ireland. As to qualifications “of
Teachers, ability to teach is, doubtless, one of the most important. But
on this point, I need add nothing to what I have said in my Report on -
Elementary Instructlon, and in the-accompanying Forms and Regula-
tions ; and to your own judgment and experience, this 1mportant interest
of thousands may, I doubt not, be safely confided. - ‘ .

Another most important, and perhaps the most laborious branch

* of your dutlea,hls‘ the inspection of Schools. 1t is to be hoped that the
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efficiency of this part of our Common Bchool System will be conside-

- rably improvéd by the appointment of Visitors, 'Some, indeed, are of
opinion that meither Clergymen, nor Magistrates, unor Township -
Councillors will visit Schools without being paid for it. I charitably
and confidently hope otherwise. At-all events, the modification in the
law; in respect to the office of Township Superintendents, was consi-
dered necessary -and advocated ‘by the leaders of both parties in the
ITouse of Assemibly ; but whether the substitute provided by law for
thas office is efficient, or whether it will be desirable to restore the office
itself; time alone can furnish evidence to decide. But I venture to
hope much froni~the services of Visitors, and the_ Quarterly Public

- Examination of Schools. Yet, your own inspection of the. Schools,
though necessarily infrequent, must be chiefly relied upon as the basis

. of -your judgment, and the source of your information, as to the
character and methods of school instruction, disciplin€, management,
accommodations, &c.: and on this subject, we ought not to content

“ourselves with those exterior and general facts which bave hitherto
been the special, and almost oley subjects of School Reports, such as
the number of schools, that of pupils, their age, the sums expended, &c.
These items of information are of unquestionable importance; and every
means ought to be employed to render them more exact and complete.
But it is not of less importance to know the interior régime- of the
Schools—the aptitude, the zeal, the deportment of the Teachers—their

' rélations with the pupils, the Trustees and the neighbourhood—the
progress and atﬁtihments of the pupils, and, in & word, the whole moral
and social character and results of the instruction given, as far as can -
be ascertained. Such information cannot be acquired from Reports
and Statistical Tables ; it can only be obtained by special visits, and by-
personal conversation and observation—by an examination of the
several classes, in their different branches. of study, so as to
enable you to ascertain the degree and eﬂicxcncy of the instruction
imparted. o

" In the Inspectmn of Schools, I would suggest something like the

following order and subjects of inquiry and examination :

I.. Mechanical Arrangements—The tenure of the property : the
materials, dlmensmns and plan of the buﬂmn%s Im”v lighted, warmed, ‘
and ventilated; if any class-rooms °are prov1&ed for the separate
‘instruction of part of the children; if there isca lobby, or closet, for
hats, cloaks, bonnets, &c. ; how the desks and seats are ai'ranqu and
constructed, and with what conveniences; what arrangements for the -
Teacher ; what play-grbund is provided ; what gymnastic apparatus; if

5
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" any; whether ﬂmre be a well, and proper conveniences for private

>

parposes. IL Means of Jnsimctwn.—-'l‘he Books used in the several .
classes, under the heads of ‘?eadmg, Arithmetic Geography, &ec. ; the
Appamtusuprovxdcd as Tablets, qus, Globca, Black-boards, Models,
Cabinets, Library, &e. JIL Orr]anmatwn.——Ananwement of da»eu
whether each child is taught by the same Teacher; if any Assistant,
or Assistants, are employed, to wl liat extent, how remunerated, and how

"quahﬁgd 1v. Dzsczplme.-r—lf the "pupils change places in. thur
-several classea, or whether, thnv are marked at each lesson, or exuu%,

according to their relative merit; if distinetion depends om intcllectual
proficiency, or en 2 mixed estimate of intellectual proficiency and moral
conduct, or on moral conduci only 5 what rewards, ifany ; whether corpo--
punishments are employed—if so, their uature, and whether iaflicted

publicly or privately ; what other punishronts are wsed; whether
Tu 9 3 ar; wlat religious caoriis s ure observed, wha
ttendance. is regular; wliat relizious s re ohserved, and what

lbli"lﬂub fadtruction is given, if any. Y. Aluthed of Instraction—
Whether DMutual, or Simultaneous, or Indivilual, or Jlixed : if mutual

‘the number of Monitors, of what atiaimmcits, hew appointed, how

employed ; if simultancous, that is, by classes, to what- subjects of ¥
instruction, whether the simultanecus method is not -more or less
mingled thh individual tm\Lm:', and on what sub_}cct e what eztem
the intellectual, or the mere rote method is pursucd, and on what .
subjects 3 how far the interrogative method only is used; whether the -
suggestive method is employed ; whetlier thie iliptical methol is resorted
to ; liow the attainments in the lessons are variousl¥ tested—1Ly indivi-
dual oral interrogation—by requiring written answers to written
questions—or by requiring an abstract of the lesson to be written from
memory. ~ VL. Attatwments of Papils.—1. In Reading; whether
they can read imperfectly, decently, or with case and expression. 2. “
In Writing ; whether they can write at all, or imperfectly, decently, or -
with ease znd.elegance. 3. In Arlikmetic ; wheilier acquainted with

. Notation and Numeration,. Addition, Hubtraction, Multiplication,

Division, or -not, respectively; whether, skilful in them; whether
acquainted with the Tables of Mopeys, Wemhts, Measures, and skilful
in them ; whether acquainted with the compound rules, and skilful in

“them ; whether acquainted with the Tigher rules, and skiful in them ;

whether acqu‘unted with the exercises in mental arithmetic, and skilfal
in them. “4. In Grammar ; whether acquainted with its dinswns,
rules of orthography, parts of specch, their nature and modifications,
parsing, cowpoesition, &e.. 5. Geogruphy, Ifi story, Book—Leepmg, &c., .

oT

‘the crder of questions, s u«mebted by the nature of the subject.

B . -
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T

The extent and-degrec of minuteness with which the inspection
will be prosecuted, in respect to any;. or all of the foregoing-and kin-
dresd suljects, must, of course, depend on circunstances. But though
thiese hints, as to a general outline of inspection, are applicable to S(,hool

t‘\hf'isitor:, as well as to School Superintendents ; yét it is, of course,
‘expected that the inspection . of the District Superintendent wﬂl bc ;

more thorongl and general than that of a Visitor.
It is scarcely necessary for me to say, that Teachers—especially
the bettvr class of them—deserve your sympathy and support. It

sometimes happens that the best Teacher suffers most from some ignorant. -

and'prejudiced person, or persons, who, thourrh unacquamted with

school-teaching, and perkaps with even-what is taught in the School,
undertake to dictate andvinterfere. with the Teacher, both as to his
teaching and discipline. Ttis always easier to complain than to justify
—t0 excite suspicions and prejudices than to remove them ; and some

blame the dutlnes < or .m oness, -or vice and newlected bringing-up of
their own children,  The real falts of such parents arc ‘thus imputed

-to the unfertunte Teacher, and he becomes their vietim, if he does not

rencunce his own understanding, and experience, and perhaps anthority.
It should be understood that the Teacher—humble though his circum-

" stances may be—is nevertheless legally authorized for his. officc—Tias

his duties prescribed by law, and cven the prineiples and methods of
teaching—as recommended in the prefaces to the National School

. Books—but which interfere not with individual independence of mind
" aud diversity of talent. The Teacher should, therefore, be maintained

in the rights of Liis omce, as well as in its oolwatlons. This will

h sts, ¢ > We .
always be for the pubhc intcrests, as the,well 1n=trumed part of the
community will perceive. But the amount of ignorance and prejudice

in some neighbourhoods is so large, that the iutellizest Teacher needs

allthe support which can be given him. Then, onthe other hand, public
daty requires that no nuxaance should be tolerated in the person of a
Teacher. - -

Trustces may sorhetimes be opposed by:such a mass of ignorans.
selfishness, as to need your decided support. An intelligent set of

Trustees, who know the value of a good practical education, and arc
determined to secure, its advantages to the Tising youth .of their School
Section, arc an invalaable blessing to'a neighbourhood, and sometimes,

by theitr example, to a whole District. Yet it now and than happens,

that they are opno=ed Dby party ahd selfish ignorance in all its forms.
But, while such men are thus ldb{}m‘lﬁ"' rfratultausly for the n'cod of

°
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their newhbours, they will, I have no doubt receive from you every

assistance which you can afford them. ~Indeed it is essential to the .
improvement and snctess of school instruction, that the influence of the

" Managers aud Teachers of Schools should be . strengthened and

sustained ; and, surely, no onein your District has so large opportunities’
ag yourself' to 1mpart enlightened vxews on. subJects of popuiar

mstructlon.
- As it respects the local School Reports for the curren¢ . year, they

. ~are, of course, to be made as heretofore—the School Act of 1343, being

in foree until the 1st of January, 1847—the day on which the Reports _
of Township Superintendents are to be dated—the Reports of Trustees

V being dated the day previous. And the Township Supermtendents

with their Reports, for the current year, are requiredsto pay over to
you, all School moneys remaining in their-hands, and to deliver over all
papers which they hold by virtue of their office. The last section of

" thé new Act provides for the collection of all penalties imposed by the

old Act upon: T0wnsh1p Supermtendents for neglect of any part of theu‘

duty
The only other remark I‘have to make i is, that with firmnéss in

the discharge-of your duties; everything should be done in the spirit of

" gentleness and kindness. This"spirit should pervade the whole system

of publie instruction, from the humblest Teacher ap to the Executive
Government.- ‘Whatever diversity. of sentiment and predilection there
may‘be among the various Teachers, Trustees, Visitors and Superin-
tendents on men and things in other respects; it should not be permltted

. to mferfere with their harmonious co-operation’ and labours, in a work

which embraces the best interests of the entire. country, and of futire-

. gener'ltlons, without regard to, sect or party

My estimate of the importance of your own office in this great
work has been suﬂiclently expressed in a late Circular to Maunicipal

" Councils, as well as in my Report on Elementary Instruction; and- it

will be alike my duty and pleasure to supply any omissions of the present
Cireular, and to afford you every assistance'in my power 151 theprosecunon

'~ of your onerofis and responsible duties.

I have the honour to be,”
. Sir,
S . Your obedient Servant,
EG'ER‘TOp' RYERSON.

y
Supermtcndont of Common Qcﬂools, A
in the . Dlstnct. v,
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