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PREFACE
As "Earth, like some familiar face 

At parting gains a graver grace,"

SO do these last letters of William E. Curtis, 
take on an added interest because of the 
quick passing of their noted author.

William E. Curtis was easily the best known, 
most widely read newspaper correspondent writing 
in the English language. Three hundred and sixty- 
five days in the year he talked to his audience of 
thousands at the breakfast table. After scanning 
the front page for the world's tragedies, the eyes 
of the reader sought the "first column" for the Curtis 
letter. Only once in a quarter of a century did this 
letter fail to appear, and that was due to the wreck 
of a tramp steamer to which the correspondence 
had been intrusted. No writer had a higher 
regard for his chosen Profession or a finer sense of 
his duty to his public and to his paper.

The letters i this book are the result of his 
last tour of a jreign land, if, indeed, Canada may 
be counted f sign to the United States.
9 Mr. Ci o, as his letters show, was deeply 
intereste,, in the marvelous development of the 
Dominion—of the bloodless war that is being 
waged in the west—of the peaceful conquest of 
this last and richest corner of the continent.
9 In the years that he was writing for the “Record- 
Herald" he has made millions of men, women and 
children “see the world" at their own fireside. While 
shunning the sham he preferred to write cheerfully 
and hopefully of everything and everybody. He was 
the very opposite of the muckraker. There was 
rarely a sting in his story. He enjoyed the con­
fidence and friendship of Presidents. Senators and 
Ambassadors, and had the political history of the 
United States at his finger tips The geography of 
the world lay before him as an open book. These 
letters are practically his last word, and are repro­
duced by the Grand Trunk System through the 
kind permission of the Chicago "Record Herald."
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LETTERS ON CANADA, BY WILLIAM E. CURTIS

NEW LINE BOSTON-CHICAGO
Grand Trunk Promises to Establish Route.- Providence to Benefit.

Rhode Island City Expects Great Results from the 
Reciprocity Pact

Providence, R.I., Aug. 17.—The people of Providence are congratulating 
themselves upon the prospect of having a new railroad. They now have several lines 
which run in every direction, and their transportation facilities are probably as many 
and as good as those of any people in the land, but they all belong to a single corpora­
tion which also controls the street car lines, the interurban trolleys, the steamboats 
and everything else upon which passengers and freight can travel, except horses, 
bicycles and automobiles.

The new line is to be called the Southern New England Railroad and it will be a 
part of the Grand Trunk System connecting with New London and Northern 
Railway at Palmer, Mass., and thence, via the Central Vermont, with the Grand 
Trunk Canadian System at Montreal.

The Grand Trunk Company also proposes to build another line across from 
Bellows Falls, Vt., to Boston, a distance of 128 miles, and thus furnish what it claims 
to be the shortest route between Boston and Chicago. Its tracks now come down 
to Portland, Me., and New London, Conn., and when its lines are built into Boston 
and Providence it will relieve the monopoly enjoyed by the New York, New Haven 
and Hartford Company, which has bought up everything except the Boston and 
Albany.

The new line from Palmer to Providence passes within thirty-four miles of 
Boston, through the village of Woonsocket, and it is very likely that a branch will 
be built across that gap.

The terminals, docks and station grounds were secretly acquired in Providence 
by agents of the Grand Trunk Company, who have been working at it for 
several years, and the advance guard is now completing the right of way down the 
Blackstone Valley through a long string of manufacturing towns between Palmer 
and Providence, a distance of sixty miles.

When this line is built the distance from Chicago to Providence will be 1,212 
miles. The distance from Chicago to Montreal is 841 miles, and the distance from 
Montreal to Providence will be 371 miles.

* * *

It is worth while for any railroad to get into Providence, and especially a rail­
road from Canada. The densely settled manufacturing districts in this part of New 
England need food and forage, and all kinds of agricultural products, and in exchange 
they can send almost everything the Canadians need to wear and to use on their 
farms, in the households and in their business.

They make everything down here that the Canadians require, and the Canadians 
raise everything the people of Rhode Island lack, except tropical staples like sugar 
and coffee. But this new railroad will serve the entire northwestern part of the 
1 nited States as well as Canada, and through trains between Providence and 
Chicago will be running before the end of next year carrying cotton, woolens and 
other goods to the West and bringing back produce from that section.

7
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You can get some idea of the value of Rhode Island as a market when you look 
at the recent census report. Providence alone does a manufacturing business of 
about $130,000,000 a year. The exact figures for 1010 have not been published, 
but the total for 1909 was $120,328,000, an increase of $28,347,000, or 31 per cent, 
from 1905. The average output per establishment in 1909 was $111,000 and in 1904 
it was $104,000. The difference between the value of the raw material and the value 
of the finished product in 1909 was $55,461,000, or about 46 per cent, of the whole.

The salaries and wages paid in the factories of Providence in 1909 amounted to 
$30,000,000, an increase of 29 pej cent, in four years. The average number of wage 
earners employed in 1909 was 46,379, an increase of 17 per cent, in five years.

Providence has what the people call the “big five”—that is five different lines of 
manufacture in which it stands first in the country; and in three of them it stands 
first in the world. These are the manufacture of worsteds and woolens, jewelry and 
silverware, mechanical tools, files and screws. The refining of the gold and silver 
sweepings from the floors of the largest jewelry shops in the world is a distinct indus­
try, and its output last year was $5,618,287. Providence also is the largest producer 
of jewelers’ supplies and tools, which amount to several million dollars annually.

The population of Providence in 1910 was 224,236, an increase from 175,596 in 
1900, or 27 per cent. The population of the county is 424,315, an increase from 
328,683 in 1900. The wealth of the city is shown by the bank deposits, which average 
$677 per capita of the population, and 58 per cent, of the inhabitants have individual 
bank accounts.

The textile industries of Rhode Island—that is, cotton and woolen fabrics, 
hosiery and silk goods —are represented by 224 establishments, employing 58,760 
persons, paying $24,758,000 in wages, consuming $82,058,000 worth of materials 
and producing an output valued at $133,363,000 last year.

The first textile factory in the United States was started at Providence in 1788 
by Moses Brown, a descendant of Rev. Chad Brown, an associate of Roger Williams 
in the settlement of Rhode Island plantation. Moses Brown, who lived to be 98 
years old and was one of the most enterprising and influential citizens, induced 
Samuel Slater, “the father of American manufactures,” to come from England to 
Providence and set up the machinery. Slater was an apprentice of Richard Ark­
wright, who invented spinning machines and who in Derbyshire, England, in 1769 
built the first cotton mill and ran it by horse power.

In 1773 he produced the first calico and Samuel Slater assisted him. Slater 
intended to come over to Philadelphia to seek his fortune, but Moses Brown induced 
him to stop in Providence, and in a letter dated Dec. 12, 1789, said: “Come and work 
on the machine and have the credit as well as the advantage of perfecting the first 
water mill in America."

Slater came and Moses Brown furnished him money to unfold and perfect the 
Arkwright invention, which was the beginning of the cotton industry in the United 
States. All other factories in the country sprang from this one, and during the first 
six months it produced 189 pieces of cotton and linen cloth.

The machinery was constructed by Slater from memory, as no models or plans 
were permitted to be taken out of England, and he worked from drawings made by 
chalk on boards. He received a salary of $1 a day and had nine assistants of whom
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four were children. In 1794, in this mill, Slater made the first cotton sewing thread 
produced in the world. His brother came over in 1803 and the two went into partner­
ship, erecting the largest and best mill in America on the Blackstone River, where the 
village of Slatersville now stands. Samuel Slater died at Webster, Mass., in 1835 
at the age of 67 years.

Moses Brown was a singular character. Originally a Baptist and a slaveholder, 
he emancipated his slaves in 1773 and became a Quaker the year following. He was 
one of the founders of Rhode Island College, which afterward received the name of 
Brown University, and the first resolution looking to the establishment of that insti­
tution was offered by him in the legislature.

When he was 95 years of age he met President Andrew Jackson in Providence, 
June 20, 1833, and said to him, “I'm glad to see thee. I have known all thy prede­
cessors in office and I wanted to see thee."

In 1781 he met Washington, and in a letter to a friend he wrote : “I was with 
Stephen Hopkins when General Washington called to see him. I sat some time 
viewing the simple, friendly and pleasant manner in which these two great men met 
and conversed with each other on various subjects."

Mr. Brown was very enterprising, public spirited and patriotic during his long 
life. He was the founder of the Abolition Society, the Bible Society, the Peace 
Society, the Rhode Island Historical Society and the Providence Athenaeum and 
held share No. 1 in the latter corporation. He was as enterprising in the promotion 
of agriculture and education as in the development of manufacturing industries, 
and his monument is the Moses Brown school, a famous Quaker institution at 
Providence, to which his name was given in 1904.
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The Friends' School, as it was known until seven years ago, was the result of a 
conference at the Friends' meeting house on the twenty-fifth day of the third month, 
1779, and its purpose is explained in a quaint letter in which Moses Brown proposed 
to donate a site.

Believing that a permanent institution for the guarded education for the rising 
generation will be promotive for their usefulness in society, and the honest truth, 
he wrote: “I have for the furtherance of these desirable objects concluded to give 
a tract of land on the west side of my homestead farm, containing about forty-three 
acres, for the purpose of erecting suitable buildings for the boarding school thereon.”

This tract of land is now extremely valuable being located in the center of the 
most desirable residence portion of Providence. The original main building is 300 
feet long and is surrounded by other modern structures that will accommodate 236 
boys. The graduating class last June consisted of eighteen members. The curri­
culum is intended to prepare them to pass the entrance examinations at Brown 
University and similar institutions. Dr. Seth K. Gifford is the principal and is 
assisted by a faculty of seven professors and several instructors.

Albert K. Smiley, the sage of Mohonk, was principal of the Moses Brown School 
for nineteen years and his twin brother, Alfred H. Smiley, from whom in life he was 
never separated, was his assistant. They retired in 1879 to go into the hotel business 
t Lake Mohonk. In the authorized history of the school, written by Augustine

made by Jones, his successor, it is said: "He laid the foundation of much of the subsequent
prosperity in the school. He built broad and well.’
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Providence is famou for many fine examples of colonial architecture; perhaps 
more than any other city, unless it be Salem. The most important is the First 
Baptist Meeting House, founded by Roger Williams, who was its first pastor. The 
society was organized in 1039 and it is the oldest Baptist church in America. The 
present edifice was erected in 1775 “For the worship of God and to hold commence­
ments in,” and is a reproduction of St. Martins-in-thc-Fields of London.

The commencements of Brown University have been held in the Meeting House 
since the foundation.

The old statehouse, which was built in 1763, is another fine specimen, as well as a 
sacred spot, because of its historic associations. On May 4, 1776, two months prior 
to the Declaration of Independence in Philadelphia, the colonial assembly of Rhode 
Island, in this building, renounced its allegiance to Great Britain—the first act of 
the kind among the American colonies.

Nearly opposite the statehouse is the mansion-house, originally known as the 
Golden Ball Inn. It is one of the oldest hotels in the United States. Washington, 
Adams, Jefferson, Lafayette and other famous men of revolutionary days have 
been its guests.

What is considered the finest colonial mansion in the United States is known as 
the John Brown house. It was built in 1786 by the architect who designed the 
First Baptist Meeting House and the statehouse. Washington and other prominent 
men have been entertained there, and it contains many interesting historical relics 
as well as the finest Shakespeare library in the world.

The Providence National Bank occupies a building built by Joseph Brown in 
1774 for his home. It is famous for its staircase, mantelpieces and other architectural 
details.

The first brick house built in Providence is No. 537 North Main Street, and 
dates back to 1750. It is more notable for its age than for its architecture.

The John Carter Brown mansion, built in 1791, was considered one of the finest 
houses in America in its day. It is still an object of great interest.

The new statehouse, erected in 1901-2 by Me Kim, Mead & White at a cost of 
$3,250,000 is considered a model among public buildings, and a triumph in masonry. 
Its distinguishing feature is a dome of mortised marble rising 235 feet above the 
surrounding terrace. There is a great rivalry between the statehouse at Hartford 
and this, but they are very different.

In the office of the secretary of state you can see the original charter of the 
Rhode Island plantation granted by King Charles in 1663, and among other treasures 
is a full length portrait of Washington by Gilbert Stuart, and a companion portrait 
of General Nathaniel Greene. Stuart was commissioned by the general assembly of 
Rhode Island to paint Washington and was paid $600.

There are some rare inscriptions in this building. On the south front are the 
words of Roger Williams, “To Hold Forth a Lively Experiment that a Most Flour­
ishing Civil State May Stand and Best be Maintained with Full Liberty in Religious 
Concernments.”

Around the interior of the dome is the following quotation from Tacitus: “Ran 
Temporum Félicitas Ubi Sentire Quae Velis et Quas Scntias Dicere Licet" (“Rare 
Felicity of the Times When It Is Permitted to Think as You Like and Say What You 
Think”).
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YANKEE VISITORS’ DOLLARS HELP TO 
SUPPORT QUEBEC

Papers Tell of Financial Distress Which Tourists' Expenditures Belie. 

EVERYTHING IS FRENCH

English Seldom Heard on the Streets of Canadian City Founded by Richelieu
s well as a 
iths prior 
of Rhode 
rst act of

vn as the 
shington,

Quebec, Aug. 22, 1911.—Never since dear old Quebec was founded by Sieur 
Champlain 308 years ago have there been so many Americans here as there are to-day 
They come by rail and by water from both ways; on the St. Lawrence boats from 
Montreal, and steamers from Boston and New York; by rail from Nova Scotia and 
from the west; and they are spending a great deal of money.

It is amusing to read in the newspapers about the financial distress in the 
United States. You sec such statements in print every day. One would think that
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DUFFERIN TERRACE, QUEBEC, QUE.

I the American people were just gasping in extremis until the election in Canada 
j should relieve our commercial depression by deciding whether the duties on their 
j pumpkins and hay should be reduced in our Customs houses. The throngs of Ameri- 
I can tourists in the shops of Quebec and the recklessness with which they are spreading 
I greenbacks around does not confirm that preposterous assertion, but the merchants 
I take the money all the same.

Shopping in Canada is not as advantageous as it used to be before our govern - 
jment adopted the present severe inspections in the Customs houses. Each returning 
I tourist is allowed $100 worth of Canadian merchandise as a matter of courtesy, and 
■ that amount is usually expended in gloves, laces, handkerchiefs, and fur boas by 
Ifcminine travelers, and in suits of clothes by the masculine.
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Clothes are not so cheap here as they used to be. There is very little economy 
in buying suits in Canada, and Canadian tailors cannot cut or fit as well as those at 
home. The only advantage is in the better quality of the material. The best 
quality of worsteds, cheviots and other fabrics from English mills is sold for about 
what inferior American fabrics cost in the United States. The best qualities of 
gloves are about 25 per cent, cheaper and other articles correspond.

Lake!

I do not know what Quebec would do if it were not for the money of American 
tourists. The big hotels would close and the railways would have to take off half 
their trains. The city doesn’t grow, and there is nothing to make it grow.

The population of the province is practically stationary. The young people 
emigrate to New England to work in the factories. There are almost as many 
French-Canadians in Maine, New Hampshire and Massachusetts as there arc in 
the Province of Quebec.

Everything is French. You seldom hear an English expression on the streets, 
and 80 per cent, of the population cannot speak or understand the language. Instruc­
tion in the public schools is conducted entirely in French. There is a prejudice 
against the English and Englishmen, and while there is no lack of loyalty to the 
British government, there is an almost universal feeling of indifference toward every­
thing that concerns Great Britain.

The people of Quebec expect great things from the new bridge which is being 
constructed across the St. Lawrence in the place of the one that fell when it was 
partially completed a few years ago. Then trains from the other side of the St. 
Lawrence will be able to unload their passengers and freight within the city limits 
instead of sending them across on a ferry, but it is difficult to see what commercial 
advantage can be derived, because there is nothing in Quebec to invite business; the ,
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economy | opportunities for gain are so much greater in the new country beyond the Great 
« those at | Lakes that immigrants will not stop here, and what little capital there is in the prov- 
The best | jnce js hoarded with jealous care.
for about i Churches and religious orders own more than 20 per cent of all the property in 
alities of ,he city. The official returns estimate their real estate within the city limits at 

$3,600,000, without including enormous areas of farm lands that belong to them and 
i the stocks, bonds and mortgages that represent their accumulations. All this 

! property is untaxed, which is becoming a cause of complaint.
Xmerican \
e off half * * *

ig people 
as many 
re arc in

c streets, 
Instruc- 

prej udicc 
y to the 
rd every-

i is being 
;n it was 
if the St. 
ity limits 
mmcrcial 
incss; the

The association of Quebec with our own west gives the city a peculiar interest to 
Americans. It was here the Champlain, LaSalle, Marquette, Joliet, and the other 
French explorers, voyageurs and missionaries started for the Mississippi Valley and 
some of the buildings in which they lived are still standing.

Champlain died in Quebec on Christmas day, 1635, and was buried here; but his 
grave, like that of Moses, is unknown, notwithstanding a controversy over its loca­
tion that has been raging for a century. The old Jesuit College in which Pere Mar­
quette lived and made his plans for the conversion of the Indians on the Great 
Lakes and along the Father of Waters, was torn down a few years ago and the site is 
now occupied by the new city hall. It was the first institution for higher education 
established in North America. It was started in 1635, one year in advance of 
Harvard University, and from it went out some of the bravest and noblest of Amer­
ican pioneers.

There are several reminders of the great Cardinal Richelieu, who was the real 
founder of Quebec, and of his niece, the Duchess D’Aiguillon. He looked after poli­
tical and military matters, while she looked after the churches and charities. The 
Hotel Dieu convent and hospital, which she founded in 1693, still arc preserved as 
monuments of her goodness.

Quebec is unlike any other city in America. The nearest resemblance may be 
found in New Orleans and both places have similar historical association. In the 
ode which Cy Warman wrote in the dialect of the habitant for the ter-centennary 
of the founding of the city in 1905, he asks:

How you kip yourself so young,
OF Quebec?

Dat's w'ats ax by all de tongue,
OF Quebec;

Many years ees pass away,
Plaintec hair been turn to gray,
You’re more yo'nker ev'ry day,

O!’ Quebec.

Som' brav’ men hees fight for you 
01' Quebec ;

Dat’s w'en Canada she’s new,
01' Quebec ;

De brav' Wolfe, de great Montcalm,
Bote was fight for you, Madame,
Now we're mak' de grande salaam,

01' Quebec.
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The* ancient seminary anti divinity school, founded in 1663, still is full of student» 
training for ih<- Roman Catholic priesthood; the Laval University, which »* the 
largest ami most important educational institution in Canada, is being rebuilt and 
the ImhiIcs ami historical manuscripts, which are the most interesting part ol it, are 
packed away with the pictures, which probably are the most important in Canada. 
The library has mort* than 100,000 volumes, including the most complete rodertion 
in existence«I works relating to the exploration and early settlement of the Dominion.

It was customary for both military and ecclesiastical explorers to deposit their 
journals ami other manuscripts with the university, which was founded In Mgr. de 
Laval, the first Roman ('atholic bishop of Canada, and they are now the source of 
material as well as inspiration for American historians. Burrows Bros., of Cleveland, 
have printed translations of much of the most important historical material.

The university is composed of four schools—art, law, medicine and theology 
There are thirty—ix professors and an average of about 400 students.

The French cathedral or basilica dates back to 1047 and is one of the most impos­
ing structures in Canada. It contains several important pictures, including a 
picture of the crucifixion painted by Van Dyck in 1030, which, with several other 
examples of the old masters, was looted from the churches in Paris by the revolu­
tionists of 1793 and purchased by Abbe Des Jardins, of Quebec, who happened to 
be in the French capital at that time.

The vestments are superb and the collection of sacred relics is the largest in 
North America. They are kept in two large vaults in the sacristy and include skulls 
or bones of more than 400 saints, besides pieces of the true cross and crown of thorns, 
the cradle of the Child Jesus, a piece of rope with which the Saviour was flogged ami 
a fragment of the veil of the Holy Mother which shows a stain of the lAoud *A her 
beloved son which fell upon it as she kneeled before the cross.

No city in America has so many nunneries and monasteries, and most of them 
are either schools or homes for the poor and aged. One of the benevolent institu­
tions is unique. It is kept by the Sisters of Providence, who receive the children of 
widows and feed ami teach them for 2 cents a day. It is a day nursery also, where 
working women can leave their babies to be cared for by sweet-faced nun* while 
they are earning their living.

The number of churches and the size of them is surprising. Nearly all are *A the 
Roman Catholic faith. A cathedral of the Church of England occupies a conspicuous 
place in the center of the city and is interesting because a number of battle flag* are 
hung in the chancel, over the pulpit and the altar, and in the vestry is a beautiful 
communion service presented by the late King Edward. The sexton will tell you that 
it cost $10,000.

The best way to see Quebec is to climb aboard of “rubberneck" trolley car that 
starts from the hotel every two hours and makes a complete tour of the street rail­
ways and runs some distance into the suburbs. The man with the megaphone is 
amusing and some of his jokes are new to Americans. They have a strong Canadian 
flavor. Some of the passengers arc amusing, too, and remind one of that wise observa­
tion of the young woman who said: “What queer people you see when you travel."

We were going slowly along one of the principal streets, and passed the magni­
ficent church of St. John the Baptist, which only recently has been completed, when
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a little old lady from New England, who is hard of hearing, and had been asking the 
megaphone man to “say it again," arose suddenly, rushed down the aisle and inquired 
eagerly:

"Did you say that was a Baptist church?"
“No, madam," answered the guide politely, "I said it was the Roman Catholic 

church of St. John the Baptist."
“Oh! I’m so sorry. You see I belong to that denomination, and was feeling 

proud that we should have such a grand church here in this country."
“If you go back and sit down," said the guide. “I’ll show you a Baptist church 

pretty soon, but it won’t be as big as that one.”
Later he redeemed his promise and pointed out what he said was the smallest 

church in the world, a tiny brick edifice, like a toy or a playhouse church, with a 
frontage of only sixteen feet and a depth of but fifty-two. He said it will seat about 
100 people and belongs to the Baptist Society of Quebec.

In the old part of the town the streets are very narrow and crooked, but no 
more so than those of Boston. One street in the business section is only four feet 
wide. Everything is uphill and down. The ancient city, you know, is situated 
upon a lofty promontory where the St. Charles River enters the St. Lawrence, and 
the bluffs rise nearly 400 feet above the water. Around the base of the bluff, along 
the edge of the river, are docks and warehouses, wholesale stores, manufactories and

LEGISLATIVE BUILDINGS, QUEBEC, QUE.
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the dwellings of the working class. On the top of the bluff are the public buildings, 
monasteries, convents, churches, hospitals and the Chateau Frontenac, which occu­
pies the finest site of any hotel in the world, with a view up and down the river and 
the Valley of the St. Lawrence for thirty miles. In front of the hotel is a wide terrace 
overlooking the river, where the population gathers in the evening to listen to the 
music of the military band.

Beyond the hotel, along the bluff, is the citadel, an enormous fortification of 
masonry which was begun 250 years ago and upon which from $75,000,000 to $100,- 
000,000 has been expended. It was reconstructed in 1823, on plans approved by the 
Duke of Wellington, at a cost of $25,000,000, and is a very expensive luxury to the 
Canadian government because of'the cost of keeping it in repair.

The old part of the city on the bluff is inclosed within a wall built at the same time 
as the citadel, and the best preserved of any ancient city wall that I ever have seen. 
Sentiment here is expensive also. As the sergeant in the citadel said : “It costs a 
lot of money to keep it up, but it's a heap of satisfaction."

Beyond the walls is the provincial parliament house, a large and stately building 
of the conventional French school. It contains the legislative chamber, the offices 
of the governor and his cabinet, the courtrooms and the state library, and is sur­
rounded by an attractive and well kept garden.

Beyond the parliament house is the best residence portion of the city, with many 
comfortable mansions and a surprising number of convents, schools and nunneries. I 
was told that more than 2,000 young women from Canada and the United States arc 
being educated in these institutions.

The ancient gates of the wall have been preserved, and where it has been neces­
sary new ones of monumental proportions have been erected by the municipality.

Within ihe walls, near the principal hotel, is a plain, old-fashioned building that 
was occupied for several years by the Duke of Kent, father of Queen Victoria, when he 
was in command of the garrison here, and one of the new gates cut through the walls 
was named after him. His daughter, her majesty, the late queen, contributed liber­
ally toward the cost of construction, and his grand-daughter, the Princess Louise, 
wife of the Marquis of Lome, not only laid the foundation stone, but revised the 
architectural plans while her husband was Governor General of Canada.

QUEBEC CONVENT FOUNDRESS MADE A SAINT 
BY POPE

Marie Guyart Brings Precepts of the Ursuline Order to “New France.” 
Hide Montcalm’s Body

Sisters Secretly Inter French Commander’s Remains in Floor of Chapel.

Quebec, Aug. 23, 1911.—On the 14th of August the Sacred College at Romo 
added another American to the catalogue of saints—Marie Guyart, a sister of 
the Ursuline Order—under the title of Mary of the Incarnation. She was the 
foundress of the Ursuline Convent in this city, which I understand is the largest 
nunnery in Canada, if not in America. We already had one American woman among
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I the saints, Santa Rosa of Lima, Peru, who was canonized more than a hundred years 
$ ago for her piety, her works of benevolence and certain miraculous manifestations in 
I her career.

Marie Guyart was not a native American, like Santa Rosa, but was born at 
Tours, France, Nov. 5, 1599, the daughter of a silk merchant of considerable wealth 
ami reputation. She was a precocious child and the family and the neighbors were 
amazed at her intelligence and piety during her girlhood. The peasants believed she 
had communications with the angels.

When she was 18 years old she married Joseph Martin, the son of a neighbor 
with whom she had been intimately associated from earliest childhood, but within 
tight months she was a widow, overwhelmed with grief. Within a few weeks after 
1er husband’s death a son was born, and he was named Joseph in memory of his 
ather. He became a Jesuit, spent several years in Canada, and wrote his mother's 
liography.

After five years of widowhood Madam Martin decided upon a religious life, 
ecame a novitiate of the Ursulines, in due time took the veil, and ultimately became 
he superior of her convent. When she was 40 years old, Madam Peltrie, a wealthy 
nd benevolent woman, undertook to found an institution for the education and con- 
;rsion of Indian children in “New France," and became associated with the Duchess 
'Aiguillon, niece of the famous Cardinal Richelieu, who was taking an active 
terest in missionary work in Canada.

Through their influence and with the patronage of the Archbishop of Toulouse, 
arie de l'Incarnation, win three other nuns of her order, were led by divine guid- 

a ice to Canada, and after a tempestuous voyage arrived at Quebec in July, 1639, 
a id entered upon their sacred mission

Marie de VIncarnation was then a tall, stately, beautiful woman of remarkable 
gk-nts, tact, energy, courage and zeal. She spent the remainder of her life in religi- 

work and died in the odor of sanctity, May 3, 1672, at the age of 72 years, and 
buried in the convent she had founded.

liber E Her thirty-three years in Canada were filled with good works and proofs of her 
e ' Hr piny, and miracles have been performed by her remains. She suffered combats 
• °iUl^ ^ thout, but no fears within, and during dangers and exposure on the wild frontier 
isei t 1 never for a moment lost her courage or faltered in her faith.
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The movement for her canonization began in 1867, and the expenses have been 

ptid by contributions from the pupils in Ursuline convents in different parts of the 
rid. Her claims were submitted by Mgr. Baillargeon, archbishop of Quebec, who 
ained the necessary dispensation from his holiness, the Pope, and was allowed ten

■ irs to submit proof of her sanctity. Saints are not made in a day.
I There were three trials of the virtue of this venerable servant of God before the 

ranee." ■ red Congregation of Rites. The first occurred in 1897; the second in March, 1910, 
1 * the third in the presence of the Pope, Dec. 3, 1910, at which all the cardinals
■ nted and the Holy Father issued a decree in which the sanctity of Marie de 

Chapel. 1 carnation was declared and ordered the decision to be consigned in the acts of the 
t R m ■ t(* co**e8e r*tes and promulgated Aug. 14, 1911.
lister i f I * * *

was the I The Convent of the Ursulines, which was founded by Marie de l'Incarnation, has 
largest■ *n with the years until it now covers seven acres of ground in the center of the 

i amor g ■ of Quebec. There are about 100 nuns in residence, and during the winter about
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250 young pupils from wealthy families of Canada and the United States. The con­
vent buildings are massive piles of stone, severe and forbidding, but I am told that the 
court yards and cloisters within arc adorned with fountains and flowers. No man, 
not even the chaplain, is allowed to enter the cloisters, except the governor-general of 
Canada and members of the Royal family.

The original building was erected in 1639 at the expense of Madam de la Peltrie. 
It was enlarged in 1641, and has been added to from time to time. The present 
buildings date from 1789, when the entire establishment was rebuilt. The chapel, 
which is open to the public, stands in the corner of the group and is ninety-five feet 
long. Extending like the arm of a right angle from the altar, is a duplicate chapel 
arranged like the choir of a cathedral, with high seats of oak, handsomely carved. 
This part is intended for the use of the nuns, who arc protected from the curiosity of 
other worshippers by an iron grill of fine meshes that extends across the entire from 
of the chapel.
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This chapel was partly destroyed by shot and shells from British guns at the 
battle of Sept. 13, 1759, and on the day following the body of the Marquis de 
Montcalm was buried in an excavation in the floor of the holy place that had been 
made by the explosion of a shell. The interment was secret in order to prevent the 
body of the French commander from falling into the hands of the victorious English 
men, and the tomb of Montcalm, like that of Champlain, was the subject of a contro 
versy until 1832, when the chapel was rebuilt and the Ursuline nuns disclosed the 
secret which had been so long preserved by the members of their order.

The venerable sister, Dube, pointed out the place, and the skeleton, which wa> 
found intact, was reburied in the same place. A tablet was set in the wall over it 
bearing the following inscription:

HONOR TO MONTCALM ! 
Fate, in depriving him of victory, 

Rewarded him by 
A glorious death!

The battle which changed Canada from a French to an English province occum l 
on Sept. 13, 1759, when General Wolfe and his little army scaled the heights of Abra 
ham and met the French forces upon a level plain at the top of the bluff. Tl 
plains and the heights derived their name from Abraham Martin, a Scotch sailor, wh 
was the pilot of the French commander on the St. Lawrence and one of the fii 

settlers of Quebec. He received them as part of a grant from New France in 161 
His land extended from the walls of the city to the suburb known as Marchmoi 

and lay along the rim of the bluff overlooking the St. Lawrence River the entii 
distance. The actual site of the battle has long since been built over, but the suj 
rounding space has been purchased by the city as a public park and a monumei 
has been erected to mark the spot where Wolfe fell. It is a plain shaft of granii 
with a bronze helmet on the top, and is inscribed:

“General Wolfe Died Here Victorious, 1759."
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The people of Quebec do not seem to caré very much for Wolfe, the victorious 
invader, who captured their city and made them English subjects. Perhaps that is 
the reason. Montcalm, who failed to defend them, is their hero, and they give him 
the tribute that one would ordinarily expect Wolfe to receive.

Wolfe and Montcalm fell on the same day, in the same battle, and, what is very 
unusual, have a common monument. It stands in what is known as the Governor's 
Garden, adjoining the hotel, and was erected in 1827. It is an obelisk of masonry, 
42 feet 8 inches high and 3 feet 2 inches square at the base. The name of Wolfe 

| appears in bronze letters on one side, and that of Montcalm on the other. A Latin 
scription, written by a Dr. Fisher, has been very much admired. Translated, it 

I reads as follows:

ins at the 
larquis de 
had been 

revent the 
s English 
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closed the

Valor gave them a common death, 
history a common fame, 

and posterity a common monument.

which was 
ill over it,

General Wolfe was only 32 years old when he died. He was a soldier by taste 
and by inheritance. His father was a lieutenant-general, and the son, when only 
3 years old, accompanied him through a campaign against the Spaniards in South 
merica. Wolfe was a captain of infantry when he was 17, brigade major when he 
as 21 and major-general at 30. At the time of his death he was regarded as one 
f the most brilliant and promising officers in the British army, and his monument 

Jn Westminster Abbey indicates the esteem and admiration in which he was held by 
iis fellow countrymen.

But he is not buried there. At his mother's earnest prayer his remains were 
•posited in the family vault in the parish church of Westerham, Kent County, near 

jhe vicarage in which he was born, and the mansion which his ancestors occupied for 
veral generations.

Montcalm was born in 1712, of a noble family, at Grenoble, France, entered the 
my at the age of 15, was promoted from time to time, and appointed to the com- 

land of the French forces in Canada in 1756. He was fatally wounded while endeav- 
ring to rally his men, who had been demoralized by an assault of the British. His 

« bdies carried him to the house of Surgeon Arnoux, where he died, and, as I have 
a ready told you, he was secretly buried in the convent of the Ursulines. He left 
1 v" sons, both of whom became distinguished soldiers, and three daughters, who 

e occurred arried well.
s of Abrag There already are three monuments to Montcalm in Quebec, including that 
luff. 1 w lich Wolfe shares, and the Society of Saint John the Baptist is now erecting a 
jailor, wh*irth on Lansdowne avenue, which is to be a replica of a statue that has been 
if the fir*tnding in his native place for many years.
;e in 163$ The ancient convent of the Ursulines is entered from a narrow street through a 
archmowjBrrow door into a narrow vestibule, and that is far as visitors can go. There is a 
the entii®e bench upon which they can sit if they are tired, and if they have any business 
it the sufty can touch a button and communicate it through a grill that is like the bottom of 
nonumct*olander fitted into the porthole of a ship.
of granit® A sweet, gentle voice answered our summons, and when we asked if we could see 

chapel it answered, "Please be seated, and I will send a guide.” Three or four 
lutes later a plainly dressed little maiden, perhaps 10 or 12 years old, quietly 
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appeared with a big brass key in her hand. She could talk no English, but told us 
in French the history of the sacred building and the story of Montcalm’s burial, as 
I have given it, and asked if we would like to see his skull.

As we assented she slipped up a narrow flight of stairs and in an instant brought 
back a square glass case in which a highly varnished skull rests upon a peg. It is 
large and well shaped, and befits the domicile of the brain of a marquis, but “alas, 
poor Yorick," the glory of this earth passeth away, and the fates play a ghastly 
jest with a great soldier when they allow a little French girl to hold his varnished 
skull before curious American eyes.

The Fraser Seventy-ninth Highlanders, a famous regiment, were quartered on the 
Ursulinc nuns a few days after the battle, and Rev. Eli Dawson, the Scotch Presby­
terian chaplain of his majesty's man-of-war Sterling Castle, preached a sermon of 
thanksgiving from the altar of the half-ruined chapel on the following Sunday. Hit- 
text was, “I'll Praise Thee Among the Heathen." It was a bombastic discourse, in ! 
which, as is often the case, the dominie assumed that the Lord has no use for anyone 
but the English. The patient and placid nuns sat in the choir, witnessed a Protestant j 
service for the first time in their lives and heard the dominie describe them as heathen. | 
but their feelings were not wounded, because, fortunately, they couldn’t understand ; 
a word he said.

CANADA BUILDING GREATEST BRIDGE IN 
THE WORLD

Structure Over St. Lawrence Above Quebec is to Cost $12,000,000. 
Work Was Begun in 1910

Quebec, Aug. 24, 1911.—The Canadian government is erecting over tH 
St. Lawrence River, six miles above Quebec, what promises to be the greatest brida 
in the world. It is intended for the trains of the Grand Trunk Railway, the cars | 
of the trolley lines that run up and down both banks of the river, the general vehici 
traffic and whatever else may be concerned. It is intended to replace a bridge whirl 
fell in 1907 while in process of erection by the Phoenix Bridge Company, of Penns}! 
vania. This was a terrible disaster and cost the lives of more than eighty men—1| 
exact number being unknown—of whom thirty-six were Indians of the Caughnawal 
tribe employed as workmen. The financial loss which fell chiefly upon the goverl 
ment, amounted to about $3,500,000.

The substructure had been completed by the contractor, M. P. Davis, of Ott.iv| 
and the steel work was being done by the Phoenix Bridge Company under I
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The Highlanders occupied the convent all winter and became great friends with! 
the nuns. They cut wood for their fuel and piled it high in the courtyards. Thej [ 
brought water, cleared away the snow and did everything in their power to show their] 
respect to the saintly souls whose home they had invaded. The nuns nursed thi 
sick, mended the uniforms of the well and knitted long, thick woolen stockings u 
protect the naked knee: of the Highlanders from the Canadian weather. It was , 
curious combination, but a happy one, and the narrative of the occupation of thi i 
Ursuline nunnery by the fierce warriors in kilts and Fraser tartans who first climber j 
the Heights of Abraham is unique.
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direction of Theodore Cooper, consulting engineer, and John Sterling Deans, the 
regular engineer of the company, upon plans prepared by P. L. Zyclopka, the regular 
designing engineer of the company. One arm of the great cantilever, which had been 
built out nearly half way, fell of its own weight, carrying down the workmen who were 
employed upon it.

A few days before the catastrophe, Mr. Cooper sent a telegram to the super­
tendent in charge saying: “Do not place any more load on Quebec bridge at present. 
Better look into it at once." Owing to a strike among telegraph operators the 
message was delayed and did not arrive in time. The superintendent and his 
assistants were discussing it when the bridge fell. The message was sent upon the 
receipt of information of suspicious appearances in the construction, but there was 
no positive evidence of weakness in either the material or the design. The coroner's 
jury reported:

“We have been unable to determine the real cause of the collapse, but we think 
it is our duty to declare that, according to the evidence furnished during the incpiest, 
all necessary precautions were taken for the construction of the bridge without 
danger."

A technical commission appointed by the government made a thorough investi­
gation and report, which fills a large printed volume, but the conclusions were 
equally indefinite and unsatisfactory. The experts decided that the principle of 
construction was correct and had been applied successfully to other bridges, but this 
bridge was too big for the principle and therefore the design was an error of judgment.

I There was nothing wrong about the material. No human foresight could have 
prevented the catastrophe.

The construction company had lieen paid for nearly all the work that had been 
I done up to the time of the accident and lost comparatively little. The government 
I settled with the families of the men who were killed and let the contract of removing 
I the wreckage to an American company.

The project could not be given up. The bridge is absolutely necessary. At the 
| present time passengers going from Montreal to Quebec by the Grand Trunk 
j Railway cross the St. Lawrence by the Victoria Jubilee Bridge, near Montreal, and 
I continue along the south side of the river to Levis, where they cross over to Quebec 
|by a ferry. Passengers from the Maritime Provinces come the same way.
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The St. Lawrence is a mighty river, and ocean steamers go up as far as Montreal, 
which is about twelve hours' sail from Quebec. The distance from Quebec to the 
ocean is 738 miles. The distance from Quebec to Montreal is 138 miles. The 
Quebec bridge will lx? 132 miles from Montreal.

At the present time there are only three bridges over the St. Lawrence, all of 
them being in the vicinity of Montreal. The first is the Victoria-Jubilee bridge, built 
of steel trusses resting upon piers, and at the time of its completion it was one of the 
wonders of the world. It belongs to the Grand Trunk Railway. The same com­
pany has another bridge at Coteau, about thirty-five miles farther up the river, and 
between the two, almost joining the city of Montreal is the bridge of the Canadian 
Pacific Railroad, which carries the trains of the New York Central System between 
Montreal and New York. This bridge is now being enlarged to twice its original 
size so as to allow a double track railway.
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The new Quebec bridge is a part of the grand enterprise now being carried on by 
the Dominion government for a continuous line of railways between the two oceans. 
The section east of Quebec has been under construction by the government for several 
years and when finished will be leased by the Grand Trunk Railway for ninety-nine 
years upon a 3 per cent, basis. The government is also building the middle section 
from Quebec to Winnipeg, which will also be leased by the Grand Trunk Company on 
similar terms, and an auxiliary company called the Grand Trunk Pacific is building 
from Winnipeg to the port of Prince Rupert on the Pacific and will complete the 
line before the end of next year. When this bridge is completed it will be possible to 
run a train from Moncton, N.B., to Prince Rupert, B.C., without change.

At the point at which the bridge is being built the banks of the St. Lawrence are 
200 feet high, precipitous and of sandstone. The depth of the river is 200 feet for a 
long distance each side of the center line, and the current runs at a rate of about eight 
miles an hour. The channel piers for the bridge will be 1,800 feet apart, giving the 
long span referred to, while the shore piers are situated 500 feet inshore on each side. 
This gives a distance of 2,800 feet between centers of shore piers. The river here is 
2,000 feet wide at low water and 2,800 feet at high water, the tide being about 
fifteen feet. At low tide the sites of the shore piers are exposed while the channel 
piers are in alxjut ten feet of water. To avoid the enormous fields of ice which 
descend the St. Lawrence each spring the long span is necessary.
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After the tumult caused by the catastrophe had subsided and the wreckage had I 
been cleared away the government undertook to resume business and made a con­
tract for rebuilding the bridge. The design of the Canadian Bridge Company is a 
combination of several which were submitted by different engineers and after­
wards revised and approved by a commission consisting of C. N. Monsarrat, chair 
man; Ralph Modjeski, of Chicago, and C. C. Schneider, who have supervision of the 1 
work of construction that is now going on. Professor A. N. Talbot, of the University] 
of Illinois, was employed to supervise the tests.
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by which railway trains cross the Firth of Forth, a few miles north of Edinburgh. I; 
will have a span of 1,758 feet, while the span of the Firth of Forth bridge is 1,7HI 
feet, that of the Williamsburg bridge over East River, New York City, 1,600 feet; th(|

'der con 
ose that 
t by ,

Brooklyn bridge, 1,595 feet; the Lansdowne bridge in India, 820 feet; the bridge over* equently
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the Monongahela at Pittsburgh, 812 feet, and that over the Mississippi at Memphis, 
790 feet. These arc the largest bridges in the world at present.

After competition with German, English and American firms, the contract was 
let to the Canadian Bridge Company, a combination of three separate corporations, 
for the superstructure at $8,050,000. This, with the contract of the substructure, 
makes the total cost of the bridge $12,000,000. An official description of the 
structure furnished by the minister of railways and canals to parliament is as follows:

“The design which has been adopted will have K. Webb system in the cantilever 
and anchor arms. The suspended span is a modified Pratt type. The length of the 
center span is to be 1,800 feet. The total length of the structure is 3,228 feet, or 
about three-fifths of a mile. The suspended span is 640 feet long, 110 feet deep at 
the center, and 70 feet at each end. The cantilever arms are 580 feet long, 70 feet 
deep at each end and 310 feet high over the main post. The anchor arms are 520 
feet long. The width of the bridge between the trusses is 88 feet. The bridge will 
be 150 feet above high water. The depth of the water in the center of the river is 
200 feet. All members in the anchor arms and those immediately over the main 
pier, as well as the floor arms, will be built of carbon steel. The cantilever arm and 
suspended span will be made of nickel steel. The piers arc to be built of cement 
concrete below water and granite faced masonry filled with cement above water. 
The abutments wifi lx? made of granite and masonry. Each caisson will be 65 feet 

I long and 60 feet wide. The bridge will accommodate a double track railway, and 
will have a four-foot sidewalk on each side for foot passengers. There will be over 
100,000 cubic yards of masonry in the piers and abutments. The weight of the steel 
superstructure is estimated at 100,000,000 pounds. The transportation of this 
immense quantity of steel will require the use of 1,667 freight cars of 60,000 pounds 
capacity, or sixty-seven trains of twenty-five cars each."

A comparison with the famous bridge over the Firth of Forth near Edinburgh, 
which is at present the largest bridge in the world, is as follows:

Quebec Firth of Forth
Length of cantilevers, feet............................................................. 2,930 5,349
Number of spans............................................................................. 1 2
.ength of longest span, feet........................................................... 1,758 1,710
Total weight of bridge, tons........................................................... 72,000 57,000

| Weight per lineal foot, pounds...................................................... 49,150 21,360
Greatest depth of piers below high water, feet........................... 93 87
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There are to be two railway tracks, two trolley tracks, two driveways and two 
| idcwalks on the Quebec bridge. On the “Forth" bridge there are only two railway 
I racks. The Quebec bridge is designed to carry 2.98 times as great a load as the 
I ‘Forth” bridge.

Work upon the bridge was begun in April, 1910, and has been carried on night 
I nd day by the light of numerous arc lamps. J. I). Wilikins, the superintendent, was 
I i charge of the construction of the Blackwell's Island and Williamsburg bridges in 
I lew York and for a number of years previous was employed on the New York Cen- 
1 al Railway Lines. The work of removing the debris of the old bridge was done 
9 ruler contract by Messrs. Koenig & Co., Quebec. Similar methods were used to 
1 lose that are now being applied to the wreck of the Maine. The twisted iron was 
cut by oxy-acetylene flames under heavy pressure and dynamite was resorted to 
frequently.
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QUEBEC HAS GUN TAKEN IN BATTLE OF 
BUNKER HILL

Relic of Revolution Jealously Guarded by Soldiers at the Citadel. 
Fear Coup by Yankees

Then

Stronghold Is Scene of Montgomery and Arnold’s Ill-Fated Attack in 1775.

Quebec, Aug. 25, 1911.—In the center of the citadel of Quebec stands a little 
six-pound brass cannon, markedi “Captured at Bunker's Hill,” and it gives great 
satisfaction to the Canadian garrison, who don't seem to have anything else to do 
but guide strangers about the place, to show it to Americans.

Everybody visits the citadel. It is one of the most extensive and formidable 
fortifications in the world, and is as impregnable as that of Gibraltar. There is a
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THE CITADEL, QUEBEC, QUE.

good resemblance between the two places, and about the same amount of useless and 
expensive masonry, but it is obsolete now and is preserved only for motives of senti­
ment and because of its historic interest. The fortifications which furnish the actual 
defences of Queliec arc situated farther along the bluff and on both sides of the 
St. Lawrence, and are armed with modern, disappearing guns which visitors arc not 
allowed to see.

The great mass of masonry called the citadel cost more than $25,000,000, and 
has resisted five sieges. The Canadian parliament makes an annual appropriation 
for its maintenance, and it is now garrisoned entirely by Canadian soldiers.

There are no British soldiers or British ships in Canada. The Dominion i?| 
entirely independent from the old country in naval and military affairs as well as ini 
its finances and tariffs. The Canadians contribute nothing to the construction <
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maintenance of the British navy, nor to the equipment or support of the British 
army; on the other hand, Great Britain is in no way responsible for the defences of 
Canada.

Canada has its own army and navy, under the control of its own government. 
There is, however, a law which provides that “in case of emergency the governor 
in council may place at the disposal of His Majesty any ships or vessels in the naval 
service of Canada, and the officers and seamen belonging to such service,” but 
neither the army nor the navy can be ordered away from home without the con­
sent of the Canadian parliament, which must be called together to act upon the 
proposition within fifteen days, if it does not happen to be in session.

At an imperial conference several years ago the British government proposed 
that Canada, Australia and the other colonies contribute their quota of money and 
men, according to population, to the imperial army and navy, but the Canadians 
would not agree. It was not for lack of loyalty, but they objected to Ix-ing taxed to 
pay for the folly of England in joining the mad race between the nations of Europe 
for armament, and the present agreement was arrived at. All British troops and 
ships were then withdrawn. There has not been a British soldier or sailor in Canada 
for years, and the several regiments, numbering altogether 8,000 men. who went to 

l the Transvaal during the Boer war, were volunteers and were not stmt by the govern-

The Canadians have a very good army, however, governed by a military council, 
I drilled and equipped like the British, with an age limit and pensions. There is a 

school for the education of officers at Toronto, and a factory where they manu- 
l facture rifles, small arms, gun carriages and other equipment of war.

The government purchased two British cruisers, which are officered and manned 
[by Canadians, and there is a naval college at Halifax for the education of officers, 
j Appropriations have been made and contracts have been let for the construction of 
I of a fleet of battle ships, second-class cruisers, destroyers and submarines, entirely 
I of Canadian material and workmanship. The plates will be of Canadian metal, and 
Tall machinery of Canadian manufacture except the big guns, which must lx- ordered in 
■ England.
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There are 300 Canadian soldiers in the garrison at Quebec, fine looking fellows 
Iclad in khaki and as near like the Tommy Atkinses we see in Great Britain as they 
Jean make themselves, even to the little swagger sticks they carry in their hands. 

'Ml they have to do is to show visitors around and fire a gun at sunrise, at high 
loon and sunset. Those arc the only times when they have smelled powder. Their 

Greatest responsibility seems to be the protection of the little Yankee gun on the 
blatfomi in the center of the parade ground. They seem to lx* possessed of an 
Insane suspicion that every American tourist goes there for the purpose of trying to 
recapture the trophy. All strangers arc carefully watched. No visitors, not even 
Yhildren, are allowed to wander about without a guard at their side, in the guise of 

i guide, who, of course, expects a tip in appreciation of his explanations. During 
Ihc summer months the soldiers of the garrison, who take turns in the guide 
Business, make more from that source than their monthly pay.

The little Bunker Hill cannon is one of two trophies held by the British army as 
^minders of its struggles with the United States. The other is a rudely made flag,
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one of the first Stars and Stripes that ever floated. It belonged to a New Hampshire 
regiment and, like the little cannon, was captured in the battle of Bunker Hill by a 
regiment from Chester, England. It hangs in the beautiful old cathedral of that city, 
near a memorial tablet erected to Frederick Phillipse, who was a leading tory of New 
York at the time of the revolution, and at whose house, on the banks of the Hudson, 
Benedict Arnold met and conferred with Major Andre.

It is a curious coincidence that Mary Phillipse jilted George Washington. Other­
wise she might have been the mother of our country. She afterward married a 
British officer who had been with Washington in the Braddock campaign in western 
Pennsylvania. After the capture of Andre and the exposure of the conspiracy, Phil­
lipse abandoned his home and fled back to his old home in Chester, where he spent 
the remainder of his life.

In the tower of London are several long rows of cannon captured in battle and 
siege by the British army. They number several hundred and cover an area of an 
acre or more. Each cannon is carefully marked to show when, where and from 
whom it was captured, and every nation with which England has been at war except 
the United States is represented.

Parties of tourists who visit the tower of London are always amused at the 
observations of the “beef inters," as the soldiers of the guard at the tower are called 
and one day an American girl asked :

“How many of these cannon did you take from the United States?"
“Pretty near all of them,” was the reply.
“Then why don't you put labels on them?"
"To save your feelings, miss."
“That’s not the reason,” retorted the impertinent young American. “You’re 

afraid we’d come over and take them back."

The wife of a Canadian cabinet minister was telling us of a similar incident that 
occurred one day in the parade ground at the citadel, when a party of New England 
people were being shown around. The soldier who acted as guide, as is usually the 
case, had been expending his eloquence in describing how the little cannon was cap­
tured, and gave due credit to the bravery of the American farmers who brought it 
into action at Bunker Hill. After he had finished his yarn a pretty miss went up to 
the gun, embraced it fervently and exclaimed:

“Oh! you dear little cannon. I’m thankful you killed so many Englishmen 
before they captured you."

There is a good deal of chaffing between visitors and guides over this gun. Per- ; 
haps that is the reason why the garrison arc so nervous for fear an attempt will be ) 
made to recover it. So far as I can discover it has never been disturbed. When I j 

asked our guide if anybody ever tried to steal it he replied:
“No, and you won’t get it back until you annex us."

The general court of Massachusetts bought four brass cannon in England in 
1766 for the use of the Ancient and Honourable Artillery. They were kept in a gun- 
house at the corner of West and Tremont streets, Boston. When the troubles 
between the rebels and the British officials began in 1774 a party of patriots secretly | 
invaded the gunhouse, captured the four cannon and hid them in the wood-box of :
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Master Holbrook's sehoolhouse. The government searched everywhere, even the 
schoolhouses, but strangely neglected the wood-box upon which Master Holbrook was 
sitting and conversing cheerfully with the searchers.

That night the guns were spirited into the country in a load of hay and were 
hidden in a barn belonging to a farmer near Concord. After the battle of Concord 
they were brought out, remounted and used at the battle of Bunker Hill, where two of 
them were captured by the British. The four constituted the entire train of artillery 
possessed by the colonies at the commencement of the revolution. The two guns that 
escaped capture at Bunker Hill were afterward named the “Hancock" and the 
“Adams," and used in later engagements. By an act of Congress passed Feb. 
26, 1825,they were presented to the Bunker Hill Monument Association and arc now 
pointing out of the windows of the monument. Of the two captured by the British, 
this in Quebec is one. The disposition of the other is unknown.
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WHERE MONTGOMERY FELL—CAPE DIAMOND—CITY OF QUEBEC

On the 31st of December, 1775, seven hundred American revolutionary soldiers, 
■ under General Montgomery, landed on the narrow rim of shore below the citadel and 

;land in ■ were marching silently along Champlain Street when they came to a barricade 
a a gun- «guarded by fifty Canadians. The Americans were entirely surpri -d and were driven 
roubles Shack by a murderous discharge of grape and canister. Montgomery, who was leading 
secretly Shis men, was the first to fall, with two subordinate officers, and the rest fell back in 
1-box of ^confusion. Several years ago some generous-hearted Irishman living in Quebec
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raised a small subscription and paid for a signboard, painted black and hearing in 
raised gilt letters the inscription:

HERE MONTGOMERY FELL 
December 31, 1775.

Lower down on the face of the rock, where the barricade was placed, a bronze 
tablet has been placed by the Historical Society of Quebec inscribed:

Here stood the undaunted fifty, safeguarding 
Canada, defeating Montgomery at the Pres-de-Yille 
barricade, on the last day of 1775; Guy Carleton, 

commanding at Quebec.

At the same time Benedict Arnold made an assault on the other «de of the city. 
He was wounded, raptured and taken to the general hospital. The American loss 
was about 100 killed and wounded, and 426 prisoners. The remainder managed to 
escape across the river, whence they had come.

Montgomery's body was found frozen in the snow the next morning and buried 
in the yard of a storehouse near the entrance to the citadel, beyond the cozy quarters 
of the Garrison Club. De Gaspc, the historian, relates that a spaniel belonging to 
thedead general lay for eight days upon his grave until Charlesde Lenaudie-te.aide-de- 
camp to Lord Dorchester,succeeded in coaxing the faithful animal to hisotrn quarters.

Montgomery's body lay in that grave marked only by a bowlder until June 16, 
1816, when it was removed to New York and buried in St. Paul's Church with great 
ceremony beneath a monument which had been erected in his honor by order of Con­
gress and which bears an inscription from the pen of Benjamin Franklin.

Mrs. Montgomery was a daughter of Judge Livingston of Clermont-on-the-Hud- 
son and one of the most beautiful and accomplished women of her time. Judge 
Livingston, who was our minister to France during Washington's ad mint* rat ion, was 
a patron of Robert Fulton and furnished the money to build the Clermont, the first 
steamboat, which was constructed on his grounds and named after the estate.

In December, 1894, while workmen were engaged in making repairs to the 
military storehouse the remains of thirteen of Montgomery's men were uncovered. 
The officer in charge had them placed in suitable coffins and reburied in the same 
spot. The two young daughters of G. M. Fairchild, Jr., an American citizen of 
Cap Rouge, (taxing learned these facts, collected money from their friends and placed 
over the grave a tablet bearing the following inscription:

Beneath this tablet repose the remains of thirteen 
soldiers of General Montgomery’s army, who 

were killed in the assault on Quebec, Dec. 31, 1775. 
Placed to their memory by several American children.

28



I l£l I
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LAME AND SICK CURED AT SHRINE OF 
SAINT ANNE

200,000 Devout Catholics Visit Sacred Spot East of Quebec Each Year.
Miracles Occur Daily

Faithful From Near and Far Gaze Upon the Relics and Are Made Well.

Saint Anne De Beaupre, Aug. 25, 1911.—Recently there have been several 
miracles performed at the ancient shrine of Saint Anne de Beaupre on the bank of the 
St. Lawrence, twenty-one miles cast of Quebec. The Redemptionist monks in 
charge told me that on the fourth of July Anne Gross, of Rice Lake, Wis., who had 
been liedridden for seventeen years because of spinal disease, left her crutches with the 
stack of similar offerings before the altar and walked to the train which carried her 
home. Although she was weak and weary because of the exertion, to which she 
was unaccustomed, no symptoms of her disease remained.

On July 21 Robert Edward Lynch, of Bowling Green, Ky., was cured instantly of 
injuries which had totally disabled him. Lynch was a locomotive engineer on the 
Louisville and Nashville Railroad for many years and four years ago was crippled in 
a collision in which his fireman and several passengers ..ere killed. There seemed 
to be some dislocation of the spinal cord. Brother Appolonaris says that he was con­
fined to his bed for more than three years, but of late has been using a rolling chair 
and could move about a room with the aid of crutches. He was examined by the 
most skilful surgeons in Louisville and Cincinnati, who told him there was no hope for 
him and they were astonished to see him move about as much as he did. He then 
decided to come to Saint Anne de Beaupre and appeal to the grandmother of Jesus.

le-Hud- 
Judge 

ion, was 
the first

i to the

he *air.« 
itizen of 
«I placet!

bronze

he city, 
an
aged to

buried
luarters
iging to 
lide-de- 
Barters, 
une 16, 
h great 
of Con-



LETTERS ON CANADA, BY WILLIAM E. CURTI

He had heard of remarkable cures having taken place here and the priest at 
Bowling Green had investigated them with care, so Lynch bought a ticket and 
came quietly through to the shrine. The day after his arrival he was carried on a 
litter into the presence of the forearm of good Saint Anne, which is mounted in a 
beautiful reliquary of gold. He came again the next day, and the next, being carried 
on a litter each time, and on the third day, after venerating the sacred relic and 
spending two hours in prayer before the altar, he walked back to his hotel. And he 
has been walking ever since. He returned to his home in Bowling Green after a 
few days spent in thanksgiving at the different places of prayer and believes himself 
completely cured. He expects to return to his locomotive as soon as he gets a little 
stronger, for three years in a bed and a rolling chair have left his muscles rather 
flabby.

A third miracle was performed upon an American boy 12 years old, who had a 
natural deformity of the leg. I could not get his name, but he came from near Troy, 
N.Y., and the apparatus which was designed for him by a surgeon of that city 
several years ago and has been worn by him constantly until the 23rd of July last is 
now hanging on the altar. His mother brought it back from the hotel on the day 
when he was instantly cured. The family spent a week or more in devotion before 
the sacred relics of Saint Anne and the miracle was the result.

There are five relics of Saint Anne, who, as everyone knows, was the mother of 
the Holy Virgin and the grandmother of the Christ. The Bible tells us nothing about 
her, but a little book published by the Redemptionist monks in charge of the shrine 
as a guide for pilgrims and visitors says that Saint Anne’s father’s name was Stollan, 
and that her mother was Emerentiana, both of the tribe of Judah and of the royal 
family of David. They lived in the little town of Seaphoris?north of Mount Car­
mel. Her sisters were the mothers of several of the apostjeg and also of Saint 
Elizabeth, who gave birth to John the Baptist. Anne’s husband; Joachim, was of the 
same tribe and family as herself, and is mentioned in the gospel of St. Luke. The 
Blessed Virgin was their only child.

The body of Saint Anne was originally buried in Bethlehem, but was brought 
to France by Lazarus, who was raised from the dead by our Saviour, and after­
ward became first Bishop of Marseilles. He buried her in the village of Apt, where 
the Emperor Charlemagne once came to celebrate the feast of Easter. During the I
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These are the most conspicuous miracles in which Americans have been con­
cerned and there have been several others equally remarkable in which Canadians 
were cured. The most remarkable was that of Miss Cote, of Ottawa, whose leg had 
been shriveled and made useless by hip disease and who, for the last five years, had 
not been able to walk. She was cured instantly on the 26th of July, which is the 
anniversary of Good Saint Anne, and Brother Appolonaris, the Redemptionist monk, 
who told of these wonderful events and showed us about the place, said that the 
crippled leg of Miss Cote was not only made whole, but was stretched five inches.

He told us, too, that there had been several wonderful cures of consumption and 
cancer this summer, but was reluctant to give names or circumstances because in 
these diseases and some others it required a long time to determine whether a cure is 
permanent.
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ceremonies a young man who had been blind, deaf and dumb from birth was instantly 
cured of all these defects, and the first words he uttered were: “This hollow contains 
the body of Saint Anne, Mother of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and Mother of God." 
The recess in the rocks to which hc pointed was opened and the body was disclosed. 
This happened in the year 792, and since then the church of Saint Anne at Apt 
has been a celebrated place of worship.

This part of the St. Lawrence was settled by sailors from Brittany in 1645, and 
■ he first church was erected in 1650 in fulfilment of a vow made by the crew of a 
vessel caught in a storm on the St. Lawrence. From that time the sailors on the 
river began to come here to place themselves under the protection of Good Saint 
Anne, and that was the origin of the pilgrimages.
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Miracles were performed in very early days; marvelous cures are reported as 
far back as 1662. The Venerable Mary of the Incarnation, the foundress of the 
Ursulinc Convent at Quebec, who was canonized the other day, wrote in detail about 
them in a letter to her son, a French Jesuit, in 1665. Pilgrims have been coming 
ever since that time—the lame, the halt, the blind and the diseased—and the results 
reported have been beyond belief. In 1670 Archbishop Laval, the founder of the 
Diocese of Quebec, obtained from Apt, one of the fingers of Saint Anne, which has 
since been worshipped with fervent devotion. In 1877 Father La Liberté obtained 
another finger bone from Rome. In 1889 Mgr. Bolduc, prelate to His Holiness
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Leo XIII., bequeathed a third relic to this shrine; in 1891 the Bishop of Acarcassonne 
gave a bone from the hand of Saint Anne; in 1892 Cardinal Taschereau obtained 
from Leo XIII. the bone of her forearm, which measures four inches in length, and 
finally, Father Charmetant obtained a piece of rock from the wall of the house 
occupied by Joachim and Anne in Jerusalem, in which the Blessed Virgin was born.

These relics are inclosed in massive reliquaries made of gold and ornamented 
with precious stones. All the gold and all the jewels are votive offerings which 
have been left here by pilgrims. There arc bushels of watches, chains, bracelets, 
earrings, finger rings and other articles of adornment left at the shrine every year. 
Large gifts of money are received annually. The golden jewelry is melted from time 
to time and recast in the form of altar pieces, reliquaries and other religious orna-
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ments. Twelve large chalices of solid gold have been made from the rings of wor­
shippers during the last few years. They are valued at $10,000 each. In one of 
the rooms where these offerings are kept is a tray containing 300 watches which have 
t>een left here this season, and several gifts of valuable jewels have been recently 
received.

The walls of one room are hung with spectacles and eyeglasses left by pilgrims 
whose sight has been restored by the intervention of good Saint Anne. In another 
room is a collection of pipes, cigarette cases, cigar and tobacco pouches that would 
fill a barrel. It is difficult to imagine anything for personal adornment or con­
venience that does not appear in the collection of offerings. Some hysterical souls
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have left their pocket knives and bunches of keys, and have torn sleeve buttons from 
their wrists to lay them at the feet of the image.

But the most interesting are the stacks of crutches, walking sticks, trusses, iron 
and leather supports for human limbs and spines and every form of surgical device
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that is manufactured for the aid of paralytics. The priests declared that these collec­
tions arc cleared out annually and destroyed and that those which occupy so much 
space to-day, with a few exceptions, have accumulated during the present year.

In the center aisle of the great church is a pyramid of crutches twelve feet high. 
At the other end of the aisle is the miraculous statue of Saint Arme, at which all 
pilgrims kneel to kiss the glass that covers the wonderful relics. The church is 
filled with evidences of gratitude from wealthy people who have been cured or 
preserved from disaster by the intercession of the saint. Each of the several chapels 
is a memorial of some miracle of this kind; the altar, the organ and the pulpit arc 
gifts, and the electric light plant was furnished by Mrs. H. M. Pinkham, of Melrose, 
Mass., who accumulated a fortune by the manufacture of patent medicines. The 
monks here say that she abandoned that business upon her conversion to Catholicism 
through the intercession of Saint Anne. She came here out of curiosity, was stricken 
with a fatal disease, was cured by faith, was baptized in the great basilica, and upon 
her return to her home in Massachusetts closed out her patent medicine business and 
devoted her fortune to good works in honor of Saint Anne, grandmother of Jesus.

The monetary value of the gold and jewels alone amounts to several millions of 
dollars. A gift of $300,000 in gold from French Canadians in New York City will 
be received with proper deremoines on Thanksgiving day. There is a branch of 
this church in New York attended and supported by natives of this parish, and thous­
ands of chapels in different parts of the world. A village of 1,600 population has 
grown up about the shrine, with hotels that will accommodate 1,500 guests, and num­
erous boarding houses that have been provided for the accommodation of the pilgrims. 
There is a monastery, two nunneries, several schools and a hospital for the accommo­
dation of poor people who come here to be cured. The sisters of the Rosary have an 
academy for young women; the San Franciscan Sisters have a convent with about 
100 inmates. The Redemptorist nuns have a convent which is filled with German 
sisters and there is a seminary for the education of priests with about 300 students.

In the village of Beaupré is a wood-pulp mill belonging to a New York company 
and a sawmill; both are run by water power, but only the most insignificant portion of 
the power is used. There arc seven falls in the Saint Anne River in a distance of 
seven miles, the entire drop being about 700 feet and the horse power available is 
estimated at 100,000.

Around the Basilica, which is the center of all activity, are several sacred places. 
The fountain of Saint Anne, at the foot of the hill, pours forth a livid stream of pure 
cold water which the faithful believe contains miraculous qualities, but Brother 
Appolonaris says he is not sure about it. The monks claim no special merit except 
that it is pure and wholesome and it certainly will do no harm. Long lines of pil­
grims stand at the fountain from morning to night with jugs and bottles in their 
hands waiting their turn to catch a little from the life-giving stream.

There is a rude imitation of the Sacra Scala in Rome, which, you know, are the 
stairs in the house of Pilate in Jerusalem which the Savior climbed to His trial. 
From dawn till dark and even through the night devotees are continually climbing 
these steps on their knees to kiss the feet of a gilded wooden image of Saint Anne 
at the top.
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Near by is a little graveyard of not more than half an acre which contains 4,000 
bodies, and, as Brother Appolonaris said, there will not lie room for them to stand 
up within its walls on resurrection morning. Among them are about seventy 
Indians.

All these shrines are in the custody of the Redemptorist Fathers, who have a 
monastery in connection with the Basilica. Most of them are Frenchmen who come 
and go between Saint Anne de Beauprcand the headquarters of the order at Brussels. 
There are sixteen priests constantly engaged in the Basilica holding almost con­
tinuous services from 4 o'clock in the morning until 9 o'clock in the night. An aver­
age of six sermons arc preached daily in French and English.

As I have already told you, pilgrims have been coming here two centuries and a 
half, but when the trolley line was completed from Quebec in 1889 the number was 
very largely increased. Nearly a million and a half passengers were carried on this 
trolley last year.

The pilgrims no longer come on foot leaning upon a staff and carrying a crust of 
bread in their wallet, but they come by special trains of Pullman cars. There was 
an excursion of 1,200 people from Troy with a Pullman train of four sections last 
Sunday, and a special train of Pullmans from New York with 600 passengers. The 
average during the summer months is about 3,000 during week days and on Sunday 
from 7,000 to 8,000. The largest number ever known—199,700—came in the year 
1908. Last year the total was 188,266, and this year, according to the present 
reckoning, there will be more than 200,000.

They come from every part of the land and from Europe. Last year sixteen 
different countries were represented. It costs about $40,000 a year to keep things 
going. There are forty lay employees about the place, and when the seminary, the 
nunneries and the convents arc in full blast the ecclesiastical population is about 700.

I asked Brother Appolonaris if every one who comes is cured.
“By no means,” he answered, “although the miracles arc many."
“And how do you account for the failures?"
“I do not account for them," he answered. “A failure may be due to lack 

of faith or to some other reason God does not allow us to know."

FARM IN QUEBEC IS LIKE A RIBBON, ENDING 
AT RIVER

Some Are Only 20 Feet Wide, but Are Four and a Half Miles Long. 
Feudal Customs Survive.

Inhabitants Still Pay Seignioral Tithes for Right to Live on the Land.

Chateau Richer, Canada, Aug. 28.—Below Quebec the St. Lawrence River, on 
both banks, is guarded by a bluff or sloping ridge which rises gradually by a series of 
terraces or benches to the altitude of 2,000 and 2,500 feet, and the farms all have a 
frontage on the river and run back up the slope a distance of four and a half miles. 
Originally each family had one-sixth of a mile frontage on the river in order that it 
might have the benefit of a variety of soils and also that it could get at its boats to
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fish. Every family catches and cures fish enough during the fall months to last 
through the winter, just as farmers of New England pack salt pork away in barrels, 
smoke hams and bacon, and dry lieef.

It is considered imperative that every farm should reach the river, and as fam­
ilies have grown and the original holdings have been divided among the sons, it has 
been customary to split them the long way, as a lumberman splits a log, so that some 
of the farms are now not more than twenty or twenty-five feet wide, and four and one- 
half miles long. The bottom land along the shore is rich and the soil will produce 
almost any kind of vegetables and grains. The next terrace is a meadow and grows 
hay; and as the heights are ascended the variety of the crop changes, until finally the 
woods arc reached, where the farmer spends his time in the winter chopping down 
carefully selected trees, cutting the trunks and limbs into stove lengths and hauling 
the crop to the village on his sledge for shipment by rail or boat to Quebec.

A PROVINCE OF QUEBEC HOMESTEAD, NEAR MONTREAL, QUE.

The province of Quebec was originally dividedjnto seigniories, like the baronies of 
Europe, and the seigniors were the aristocracy, and lords of the manor. Each 
seignior usually had a frontage of three or four leagues along the river, extending back 
four and a half miles from the shore, and leased the land to permanent tenants or 
habitants as the early French settlers preferred to call themselves. The habitant paid 
his rent in shares of his crops, acknowledged a certain allegiance to the seignior, 
and was liable to lx* called upon to support him with arms in case of emergency. A 
seignior could sell his rights and a habitant could sell his land without the consent of 
the other, but the rights pertaining to the land were conveyed with the soil and a 
change of tenant or a change of seignior made no difference with the payment of 
tithes or other obligations. Large tracts of land passed from seigniors to the church 
and the religious orders. This parish, for example, belongs to the Theological 
Seminary at Quebec, which receives its rentals regularly from the habitants whose
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ancestors have occupied the land for successive generations for 250 years. The 
revenue of the seminary from this source amounts to about $10,000 a year, and in 
addition it has more than 500,000 acres of timlier from which 25,000 or 30,000 cords 
of wood are cut every winter. The stumpage is usually sold to contractors who cut 
the wood and ship it to town.

The ancient feudal relations have been partially dissolved by time, and while the 
habitant pays his tithes as he would pay his taxes, he considers himself the owner of 
the land instead of the tenant of the seignior, and no power on earth could dispossess 
him either of the idea or the farm.

Along the shore of the river is a trolley line which runs about twenty-five miles 
east from Quebec and furnishes transportation for a series of villages inhabited by- 
fishermen, merchants and latiorers, who travel back and forth between their homes 
and Quebec, families of sailors who are employed on the river or have gone to sea, and 
various other well-to-do people who live in mansard cottages with high steep roofs 
covered with tin, and broken by many dormer windows. The tin roofs are very- 
disagreeable to the eyes of strangers, because they glisten so fiercely in the sun. 
Their reflections are almost blinding. Tin is used almost universally for roofing, on 
churches as well as houses, and is never painted. A variety of galvanized sheet iron 
has been introduced as a substitute and is equally disagreeable. The reason is that 
wooden shingles are scarce and tin roofs shed the heavy snow as fast as it falls, which 
of course is a very important consideration in a country where snow lies from six to 
ten feet for four months in the year.

Each farmhouse is surrounded by a group of outhouses—a very large barn and a 
very large wood-shed—necessary to store the hay and the firewood, which are the 
principal crops. All the buildings are painted white. In the summer they afford a 
pleasing contrast to the green fields that surround them.

There is another string of villages and farm houses on the first terrace, which is 
about 150 feet above and a mile back from the river bottom. Looking from the 
citadel at Quebec you see what you would think was a continuous settlement along 
the ridge as far as the eye can reach. Back on the second terrace and still back of 
that, are other villages of farmers, frugal, economical and industrious, whose con­
ditions and habits are as primitive as they were a century ago. They live in com­
fortless cabins of one large room, which is kitchen, dining-room and parlor combined, 
with a cellar, reached by a trap door for storage Mow, and an attic above with little 
dark Ihixcs for Ixd rooms opening on the side. There is a kitchen garden, a chicken 
yard, a pig sty, half a dozen cows which furnish milk for the most delicious cheese 
and butter you ever tasted, a sad-eyed, clumsy horse, and various out-houses for the 
shelter of tools and other appurtenances. The weather is so severe here in the 
winter that everything has to lie sheltered.

These houses are grouped around a big church and although the village 1 have in 
mind is only sixteen miles from Queliec it might lie 1,000 miles, judging from the 
appearances of things. We called upon several of the farmers' families and found 
them hospitable, happy- and contented. Iiecause they do not know of anything better 
than that which they enjoy. They consider themselves of great importance and 
while we ate the blueberries our hostess offered, fresh from the forest back of the 
house, our host discussed politics with the teamster and our guide. Our host is 
evidently a man of great importance in his own estimation, and perhaps that of his 
neighbors, for he delivered his opinions with the confidence and assurance of a Chief 
Justice and seemed to think that whatever he said was final.
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The habitant is a great politician and loves the excitement of a campaign. He 
will walk ten miles to attend a political meeting. He used to be a hard drinker, and 
still has a terrible thirst, but a temperance movement in the Roman Catholic church 
of late years has caused a decided improvement. The habitant always got drunk 
whenever he attended a political meeting, and often when he went to town, but that 
practice has been stopped in a great measure. Many of the priests will not admin­
ister communion to men who get drunk and impose heavy penance upon such 
offenders. Our host delivered himself very freely on this subject and declared that 
there was less intemperance among his neighbors than in any other part of the world. 
His remark was sweeping and seemed to be based upon a universal knowledge of 
mankind. He has a very poor opinion of conditions in the United States and 
declared that the life of the French Canadian emigrant in the factory towns of New 
England was very demoralizing to both manners and morals and said that he would 
never allow any of his family to go to the United States.

This is very largely true in many cases, no doubt, and the parish priests as a rule 
are stubbornly opposed to having their parishioners go to the United States. It 
makes them too independent and self-reliant and destroys that submissive disposition 
to clerical authority that has always been one of the characteristics of the French 
habitant. The young men and women who leave these primitive villages for Lowell, 
Providence, Fall River or Boston will never be contented to come back to them, and 
although they are very clannish and the emigrants from the same localities in Canada 
are accustomed to flock together and seek employment in the same factories in New 
England, they are never willing to resume the dull and isolated existence in which 
they were born.

Their influence has enlarged the mental horizon of their parents, their brothers 
and sisters and neighbors, and in their periodical visits to their Canadian homes they 
invariably introduce innovations that are sometimes resisted by the conservative 
element of the population and always by the priests. There is little enterprise 
among the habitants of these primitive villages, unless they are awakened by visits 
to the United States or have the privilege of going away to school. All French 
Canadians place a high value upon education, although it is a modern innovation and 
few of the passing generation can read or write. Middle aged and young men and 
women are quite as well instructed as any agricultural population in Europe. They 
speak no English and have a French dialect of their own. It has developed with the 
centuries from the patois of Brittany which their ancestors brought over the sea with 
them. A Parisian could scarcely understand a Canadian habitant.

There is a school attached to every church and a convent in almost every large 
village or town, where girls from distant farms are boarded during the week ar.d sent 
home on Saturdays. There are many high schools for boys and they are well attended. 
The expense is paid by the government, the teachers are selected by the priests, and 
religious instruction receives as much attention as arithmetic or geography. In this 
section there arc several primary schools for the benefit of little children who are not 
able to walk as far as the regular schools. They are little better than kindergartens, 
but as the children grow older they are sent to the regular parish schools.

We drove around among the village back in the hills in a rough buckboard, with 
one broad seat intended for four people sitting back to back. The horses were 
harnessed to a long pole, which, 1 was told, is necessary because of the steep hills and 
the sharp curves, and after we had climbed two or three of the terraces and were back
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in the forest section a thousand or twelve hundred feet above the river >ve recognized 
the advantage of that sort of gear.

The roads are good in dry weather, but after heavy rains are almost impassable, 
and the hills are too steep for an automobile. J. N. Baker, of Chateau Richer, was 
our guide. He is the only Englishman and the only Protestant in the parish. He 
owns and operates a stone quarry and supplies the contractors of Quebec with build­
ing material. He is also the fortunate owner of a beautiful glen called Sault a la 
Puce, which, being interpreted, means "The Glen of the Jumping Flea.” This

Î dashing stream has worn a path from the forests on the higher terraces through the 
limestone rocks to the river, and at one point has cut a gorge forty or fifty feet deep 
and about fifteen hundred feet long in fantastic lines. It is a beauty spot, like a 

■ gem among ra r commonplace surroundings, but it is inaccessible except by 
« climbing fences and crossing fields. It might be utilized as a pleasure resort, particu- 
a lari y as there are three other waterfalls below, over which the same river of the 
9 Jumping Flea drops 400 feet in half a mile.

Not far away are the famous falls of the Montmorency River, which arc higher 
■ than Niagara, although quite narrow. The water plunges into a pit at the foot of 
■ the precipice, seventy feet deep, escapes through a subterranean channel about thirty 
■ miles long, and rises in a tumultuous manner at a place called Taureau, east of the 
■ Isle of Orleans in the St. Lawrence. The place is carefully avoided by boatmen. 
■ There was formerly a bridge across the top of the falls, which fell one day while a 
H man and woman were driving across it in a carriage. They went down with the 
■ wreck, but no trace was ever found of them, nor of their horse, nor of their vehicle. 
■ The whole outfit must have been swept down into the pit, carried under the ground to 
■ Taureau, and from there by the current of the St. Lawrence to the sea.

Very little of the water that comes over Montmorency flows away on the surface, 
■ but a considerable part is forced through a sluice gate by a dam at the top, and is 
■ converted into about 0,000 horse power of electricity, which runs the trolley railways, 

[ lights the City of Quebec, and turns the spindles of a cotton mill.
A little park at the top of the Montmorency Falls has been nicely arranged as a 

I pleasure resort, with all kinds of diversions and an open air theatre. An ancient villa, 
which was the country residence of the Duke of Kent, the father of Queen Victoria, 
when he commanded the garrison at Quebec a hundred years ago, has been made 

I over into a restaurant, and the banquet hall, which was the scene of much convivi- 
[ ality in those days, is preserved exactly as he left it.

LAND IN QUEBEC GOES A-BEGGING;
SONS EMIGRATE

Instead of Taking up Farms on Plateau They Go South and West. 
Population Stationary 

[ This in Spite of Fact That Children Number From 15 to 30 in Each Family.

Chateau Richer, Canada, Aug. 29, 1911.—The Church of La Notre Dame de la 
I Visitation, of Chateau Richer, is a conspicuous landmark, and may be seen for many 
I miles in all directions. It is a large building with a galvanized iron roof and twin 
I needle-like steeples which arc covered with the same material, and flash back the rays
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of the sun in a way that dazzles the eyes of the entiiv neighborhood. There are 
1,600 souls in the parish of Chateau Richer, living in tiny villages within a radius of 
six miles from the church, and Father Cloutier says mass twice on Sunday in order to 
accommodate them. It is a very fine church for so small a parish, and will scat about 
1,200 worshippers. The altar is a beautiful piece of carving and is decorated with 
excellent taste. The organ is only a few years old and is considered one of the 
sweetest toned instruments in Canada. Hanging from the ceiling over the centre 
aisle, about ten feet above the floor, is a miniature ship under full sail with a gayly 
painted hull about three feet long. Such an ornament looks strange in so imposing 
a sanctuary, but it would create a revolution if any one attempted to take it down. 
It is a votive offering from the crew of a ship on the Atlantic, nearly all of whom are 
from this parish, and was sent here in charge of a committee as a recognition of their 
salvation from death in a desperate storm by the intervention of “Our Mother of the 
Visitation," to whom they appealed.

According to a custom which prevails throughout the Province of Quebec, the 
members of the congregation gather around the main entrance to the church after 
mass on every Sunday morning, to hear whatever announcements the "town crier" 
has to make, and all notices given by him at this time are legal. They are of great 
variety. They concern politics, business, social affairs, judicial proceedings and 
neighborhood gossip. I knpw a young lady who recovered a dog that she lost while 
passing through Chateau Richer in an automobile, by having a reward for its recov­
ery offered from the steps of the Church of the Visitation. When Mr. Baker found 
that mischievous boys were doing damage in the Glen of the Jumping Flea, he had a 
warning read, at the same time and place, which had as much force as if it had been 
proclaimed from the supreme liench. Notice of judgments and other legal announce­
ments are made in this way. Candidates for parliament and for other offices send 
notices of political meetings. Frequently one of the neighbors who has received a 
letter from some emigrant to the United States or to France offers it to be read for 
the information of the parish. Persons who arc seeking employment give notice 
on such occasions, and farmers and contractors who want help make that fact 
known. This is one of the most interesting of the peculiar customs of the French 
Canadian habitant, who is unlike the rest of mankind in many other respects.

Father Cloutier, who is curé of the parish of Chateau Richer, is a handsome man, 
with a noble head, a gracious manner and a laughing blue eye. He is adored by his 
parishioners and they recognize his authority as absolute in social and material as 
well as spiritual affairs. He is an ideal type of the French Canadian priest and every 
honorable man would enjoy knowing him.

The land on the north bank of the St. Lawrence continues to rise in a series of 
terraces until twenty-eight miles back from the river it reaches an altitude of about 
2,500 feet, and there begins the great plateau which extends as far north as Lake 
St. John and the Saguenay River. The government owns the land, which includes 
several million acres of timber and about six million acres that arc susceptible of 
agriculture. This territory has been surveyed, subdivided into quarter sections, and 
is offered for twenty to sixty cents an acre, but during the year 1910 only 89,256 acre* 
were sold and most of that was timber lands. There is no immigration and the cul­
tivated area of the Province of Quebec is not increasing. Many settlers owning 
cleared and partly cleared farms are eager to sell for any price they can get. Yet the
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I terms offered for the entry of new land are so liberal that it seems strange that the 
I sons of the habitants do not accept them rather than emigrate to the United States 
I or to Western Canada, but the severe climate, the poverty of the soil and a lack 
I of enterprise seems to prevent the development of the agricultural resources of 
I Quebec and the increase of population.

The total revenues from public lands in the Province of Quebec «luring the year 
1910 were $1,033,895, of which $734,953 was the stum page dues for timber cut, 

I $242,708 rents of farms belonging to the state, $45,559 payments for land sold, and 
S the remainder from various other sources.

The population of Quebec by the census of 1901 was 1,048,898, and optimists 
[ expect that the census, which is now being taken, will show an increase to 2,000,000, 
1 but that is scarcely to be expected because there has been no immigration whatever, 
I and a constant emigration from all the parishes in the province.

The natural increase of the French Canadian population is little less than 
§ miraculous. From the little group of some 00,000 people living here at the end of the 
I French regime in Canada there has sprung on this northern half of the continent a 
| French-speaking population estimated at over 2,000,000 people. This continual 
I and wonderful multiplication of this element of the population has become almost 
| proverbial. You have heard of families of fifteen, twenty and even thirty children 
I in the Pr,vince of Quebec, and cases arc on record where the parish priest, whose 
1 parishioners pay him the twenty-sixth part of their farm produce, has adopted and 
I educated the twenty-sixth child of the family.

A STREET SCENE IN A QUEBEC VILLAGE NEAR MONTREAL
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Despite the cares and responsibilities of maternity, there arc few more active, 
more helpful and more light-hearted companions than the habitant wife and mother, 
“l-a Belle Canadienne" they call her, and how well she deserves the compliment ! 
Of robust constitution, strong in religious faith that sustains her under many burdens 
and responsibilities and in her sense of duty—domestic, frugal and industrious—a 
devoted wife and indulgent mother, she appears to be a combination of all the virtues.

The habitant is prouder of his large family of children than of any of his worldly 
possessions. The poorer he is the more delighted he appears to be over the arrival of 
a new baby, and the more numerous his family the greater number of willing workers 
there are upon the farm. To the good God who gives them so large a progeny the 
happy parents often make great sacrifices to give back one in return—to send a son 
to lx? trained for His service in the sanctuary. The brightest and best of the flock 
is selected, with the approval of the parish priest, for the holy mission, and the height 
of human ambition and happiness is reached for them when the proud father and 
mother, occupying the seats of honor in the church, are the first to receive the sacra­
ment at the hands of the child whom they have given to God when he celebrates his 
first mass.

In no family arc the tiespf filial attachment stronger than in that of the habitant, 
for not only in the size of his family arc the traditions of patriarchal times perpetu­
ated. One of the most touching customs of old Canadian families is the social festival 
known as La Benediction Paternelle—the father’s blessing of his children. Some­
times it is delivered after mass. The historian of Montcalm and Levis, the late 
Abbe C'asgrain, has related how the New Year was ushered in by the family circle 
at his home. “At early morn," he says, “our mother woke us up, attired us in our 
best Sunday suits, and gathered us all togci her, with the house servants following, 
in the parlor. She then thrust open the bedroom door of our father, who from his 
couch invoked a blessing on all of us kneeling around him, while emotion used to bring 
tears to the eyes of our dear mother. Our father, in an impressive manner, accom­
panied his blessing with a few words to us, raising his hands heavenward. Of course, 
the crowning part of the ceremony to us was the distribution of the New Year’s 
gifts, which he had at first kept concealed behind him.”

Another record of older date tells of Pierre Boucher. He was Governor of Three 
Rivers in 1653, and the father of fifteen children. He died in 1717 at the age of 95— 
blessing on New Year’s day a kneeling group of sons and daughters, all listening 
to the words of wisdom and kindness falling from his venerable lips. For many 
years afterward, on the anniversary of the old patriarch’s death, there was annually 
read, in the presence of the assembled family, all kneeling, his last will, entitled, 
“The Legacy of Grandfather Boucher." In this memorable testament each member 
of the family was addressed in turn, while the wisest counsels mingled with the 
effusions of paternal affection. It concluded with this general admonition to all: 
"Love one another sincerely for the love of God; remember that you will one day be 
called, like me, to appear before God, to render an account for your actions; hence, 
do nothing of which you will later have cause to repent. I do not leave you great 
riches, but that I do leave has been honestly acquired. I would willingly have 
left you more, but God is the master of all things. I have no enemy to my knowledge.



LETTERS ON CANADA, BY WILLIAM E. CURTIS

I have done what lay in my power to live without reproach. Try to do the same."
In olden times the seigneur, or lord of the manor, was usually godfather to the 

first txirn of the children of his tenants, and to him, as to the parent his godchildren 
were accustomed to go on New Year's day. We have it from M. de Gaspc, in his 
memoirs, that on one occasion he saw no less than 100 children call on a seigneur at 
the manor house.

Some of these old customs have now passed away and others are less frequent 
than formerly, but the filial affection and respect for paternal authority which they 
illustrate, still remain as a part of the heritage handed down to the present genera­
tion by their forefathers.

The original tillers of the soil in Lower Canada, who first assumed the title of 
"habitants" while holding their land under feudal tenure, would not accept any 
designation such as "censitaire,” which carried with it some sense of the servile 
status of the feudal vassal in old France, but preferred to be called a "habitant," 
or "inhabitant" of the country-—a free man and not a vassal. And the designation 
obtained official recognition in France, and has become the characteristic name of the 
French Canadian farmer among the Knglish-speaking people.

The attachment of the habitant to the land is one of his most striking character­
istics. In many instances farm lands arc still held in the name of the King of France, 
or his representatives, as in the earliest days of the colony; and several years ago, at 
the tri-ccnnial celebration, when a committee of the old families of the province was 
formed at Quebec, over 270 of such families claimed and received medals and diplomas 
of honor, l>ecause they still owned the family homesteads that had come into pos­
session of their ancestors from 200 to 250 years ago and had ever since remained in t In­
occupation of the same families.

CANADIAN WHEAT TO SEEK MARKET 
THROUGH PANAMA

Grand Trunk Steamers Will Ply Between Prince Rupert and Europe.
Government Gives Aid.

Builds Great Stretches of Track Which It Will Lease to Railroad Company.

Montreal, Aug. 30,1911.—"We will ship 100,000,000 bushels of wheat annually 
from Prince Rupert to Europe when the Panama Canal is open for business," said 
Charles M. Hays, president of the Grand Trunk Railway. "We are already preparing 
for it. We are building docks and elevators at Prince Rupert, our terminus on the 
Pacific, and expect to have our tracks finished so as to handle the harvest of 1915. 
We are building a low grade track by which we can carry wheat from the prairies of 
western Canada toward both oceans more economically than any other road. We 
will l>e able to deliver wheat in Liverpool by way of the Panama Canal from Prince 
Rupert at the same cost and almost in the same time that it now takes to carry it by 
way of the great lakes and the Atlantic ports. Our steamships will be ordered 
shortly. They will l>c built in England under the supervision of the board of directors 
of the Grand Trunk and will be designed especially for wheat carriers and for the 
Panama route. If the canal is open in 1915 we will send a large portion of the crop

41



LETT ERS ON CANADA, BY WILLIAM E. CURTIS

of that yea r that way. The climate on the western end of the Grand Trunk Pacific 
is very mil.1 con, pa red with that of central and eastern Canada; there i* no ice 
at Prince Rup-r», and the route will he open every day in the year.

“We also wi?l hav^ a line to the Orient—either building our own steamers or 
making a traffic arran^ nient with some company already operating on the Pacific.

“At present,” continued Mr. Hays, “the wheat crop of western Canada is hur­
ried to Fort William, Port Arthur and Duluth during the few weeks that remain 
between harvest ami the close of navigation. Otherwise it must be held up for six 
months under storage and insurance charges in the elevators or shipped by rail the 
entire distance to the Atlantic. This situation is a great disadvantage both to the 
railways and to the farmers. But when the Grand Trunk Line is completed to the 
Pacific and the Panama ('anal is opened the crop can be shipped with deliberation 
and with the greatest advantage both to the railway and the grower. I venture to 
predict that within the next decade as much Canadian grain from Manitoba. Sask­
atchewan and Allterta will find its way to Europe by way of Prince Rupert as will 
get out by the Atlantic ports.

BUILDING THE GRAND TRUNK PACIFIC WEST OF EDMONTON

“Our grades are by far the best of all transcontinental lines, and are so easy that 
the same engine can haul four times as much freight as either the Great Northern, the 
Northern Pacific or the Union Pacific, five times more than the Santa Fe ami seven 
times more than the Canadian Pacific. A single engine can haul the standard 
freight train loaded with 2,000 tons of freight from Manitoba to Prince Rupert 
without help. Our maximum gradient is twenty-one feet to the mile going west ami 
twenty-six feet to the mile going east. They are the normal prairie grade* and would 
be expected on such roads as the Pennsylvania or the Midland of England, but not 
on a new track across the prairies and the mountains. Our maximum curvature is 
six degrees as against ten degrees on other trans-continental roads.

\
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“Here is a little statement showing the maximum grades on the seven trans­
continental railways.

Maximum grade.
Grand Trunk Pacific, feet to mile 26

52
110
116
116
116
185

Western Pacific, feet to mile . 
Canadian Pacific, feet to mile 
Great Northern, feet to mile. 
Northern Pacific, feet to mile. 
Union Pacific, feet to mile
Santa Fe, feet to mile

“The significance of these figures,' said President Hays, “will be recognized by 
all transportation men. It will be difficult to overestimate the advantage and the 
economy of our grades, and the safety of our passengers must also be taken into 
consideration.

“The return cargoes from British Columbia will be lumber that is needed for the 
upbuilding of these prairie towns. Our traffic castbound is 60 per cent, of the total, 
and we want to equalize that by making such rates as will induce shipments west-

“Prince Rupert, the Pacific terminus of the Grand Trunk System, is a wonder. 
In 1904 I stepped out of a boat upon the shore where the city now stands and stood 
upon the accumulated moss of ages. The nearest human habitation was Metlakatla, 
a settlement of civilized Indians who had l>een converted to Christianity by the labors 
of a single man and arc now a law-abiding, prosperous community. The location 
of Prince Rupert has been recommended for our terminal by all of many engineers 
who had been sent out to survey the coast. They examined every bay and inlet 
between Vancouver and Alaska and reported upon every one of them. Most of them 
had either too much water or too little, or were too much exposed to the weather 
or were surrounded by swampy soil, but when they came to Lima Bay, large, land­
locked, with plenty of water, they wondered why it had not been occupied before, 
and were unanimous in recommending it as a perfect harbor for our purpose. The 
climate is neither hot nor cold; the mercury seldom goes as low as zero or as high as 
80 degrees, and the air is moist enough to satisfy a Scotch Highlander. When we 
adopted the site we were told of a submerged island near the entrance to the harbor, 
which appears on all the navigators' charts published later than 1867. That is said 
to have been the reason why the place has been neglected, but we have not been 
able to find such a rock and our engineers do not believe it ever existed. They 
think it is the mistake of some draftsman.

“We bought 10,000 acres surrounding the bay from the government at the rate of 
$1.00 an acre; we bought 17,000 acres from the Indians at $7.50 an acre and $3.50 
additional to the government and also gave a one-fourth interest in our townsite 
operations to the provincial government of British Columbia.

“Our engineers, with the assistance of competent landscape architects, laid out a 
model town, and we have sold about five thousand lots to date, and the town, which 
is now about five years old, has a population of about 6,000. Its history is very 
much a repetition of that of Winning, and in a few years Prince Rupert will be a 
duplicate of Vancouver for north British Columbia.
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“When wc get out steamship line running between Prince Rupert and Sydney, 
and that will be within a very few years, it will connect the two finest harbors in the 
British Empire. The journey from New York to Yokohama will be 1,500 miles 
shorter by way of Prince Rupert than by way of San Francisco and 500 miles shorter 
than by way of Vancouver. It will be the shortest journey around the world.

“There is a large fishing industry along the coast at that point and vast quantities 
of halibut, salmon, and herring are caught in the neighborhood which will be a source 
of great wealth. Even to-day, with no direct connection, salmon and halibut are 
carried south to Vancouver and Seattle and shipped daily by rail in refrigerator cars 
to Boston. You will notice these refrigerator cars on the fast overland trains going 
east. Prince Rupert will also be the nearest railway point to Alaska and will shorten 
the voyage about one-half.”

“What is the mileage of the Grand Trunk?” I asked.
“The Grand Trunk System includes about 5,000 miles in round numbers, of 

which 1,500 miles are in the United States. Our southern terminus is at New Lon­
don, on Long Island Sound, and we will soon be running trains into Providence. 
Our southwestern terminus is Chicago. We touch the Atlantic Ocean at Portland 
and Halifax, and are building west across the continent as rapidly as possible. Wc 
now have 1,500 miles of track in operation west of the great lakes, and the gap between 
Fort William, our port on. Lake Superior, and the Pacific Ocean at the close of work 
this fall will be only 410 miles. We cannot work on the prairies in the winter, but wc 
can do rock work in the mountains. We are running regular passenger trains to 
Ed son, 1,366 miles west of the great lakes and 916 miles west of Winnipeg, and shall 
be carrying passengers from Fort William, on Lake Superior, to Winnipeg, early 
next summer. We are already hauling a good deal of freight that way, but the 
track is not yet completely ballasted.

“The distance from Moncton, New Brunswick, to Prince Rupert, our Pacific 
terminus is nearly 3,600 miles. The Dominion government is building from Moncton 
westward via Quebec through an uninhabited section to Winnipeg, a distance of 
1,800 miles, and from Winnipeg westward 1,755 miles to the Pacific of which 916 
miles are across the prairies and 839 miles through the mountains. It will lease the 
line to the Grand Trunk Railway Company for a term of forty years with an option 
of extending the lease for another half century at a rental of 3 per cent, on the cost 
of construction, but there will be no rental for the first seven years, and during the 
three years following any deficit in the cost of operation will be paid from the public 
treasury and charged to capital. This is practically a full guarantee for the first 
ten years, and in addition the government furnishes stations and terminals on 
public lands.

“West of Winnipeg the government loans its credit at the rate of $13,000 a 
mile on the prairie section and three-fourths of the cost of construction in the 
mountain section without limit, and pays interest upon three-fourths of the cost 
for the first seven years. The prairie section will pay. The mountain section and 
the eastern section will not pay at once, but the government assistance will cover 
any deficit.

“The mileage west of the great lakes is about the same as that of the Canadian 
Pacific, and the two roads run practically parallel, commencing 550 miles apart at 
the Pacific coast and converging at Fort William and Winnipeg.”
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“What is the most interesting place on your line ?" I asked.
“Prince Rupert, of which I have already told you, and then Edmonton; Winnipeg 

is a wonderful city. It resembles Chicago in its physical conditions and in other 
respects. The situation is similar and the soil is very much like that of Illinois. 
With water and rail transportation it is the jobbing center of all western Canada and 
has an empire back of it. I was born in Rock Island and went to Chicago as a boy, 
and I became acquainted with Winnipeg twenty years ago. Therefore, I have been 
able to watch both cities and sec that Winnipeg is growing faster than Chicago ever 
did, and has modern advantages that Chicago did not enjoy. We arc building a 
hotel called ‘The Fort Garry' on the site of old Fort Garry, the colony which Lord 
Selkirk founded in 1810. The hotel will cost $1,500,000. It will have 350 rooms and 
everything perfect. The contract will be let in a few days.

“The western provinces of Canada are settling up very rapidly and a consider­
able number of immigrants are Americans—probably 40 per cent.—and most of them 
are young people who have been brought up on the farms of the northwestern states. 
They have considerable money; they buy for cash; they arc able to provide them­
selves with the best implements and machinery and arc not required to suffer the 
hardships that their parents had to endure as pioneers.

“Last year the wheat crop was a partial failure, but we hauled about 8,000,000 
bushels, of which 5,000,000 bushels were grown in a section where there was not a 
single settler five years before. This year we expect to haul from 12,000,000 to 
15,000,000 bushels of wheat."

“When will your New England line be opened for traffic?”
“We hope to be running trains into Providence next year. The people are 

friendly and the officials are giving us every support and encouragement, but the 
New Haven company is resisting every move we make. They even tried to build 
shops on our right of way. The Governor of Rhode Island, Mr. Poictor, is a French 
Canadian, born in Quebec, and is taking a great interest in our project for that 
reason as well as realizing the advantages of competition. For several years Rhode 
Island has been at the mercy of the New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad, 
which has controlled every means of transportation except private conveyances. 
It has owned the steam railroads, the steamboats and the trolleys. And the public 
generally as well as the shippers have been anxious to secure competition, therefore 
we have met with cordial encouragement from every source except from the old

“We arc building from Palmer, Mass., a station on our line in the Connecticut 
Valley, through a string of manufacturing villages, whose products we will haul the 
entire length of our line to Chicago and the northwestern states, and eventually 
across Canada for export to China and Japan, to say nothing of Alaska and the 
Yukon. These towns produce practically everything that is wanted in the West 
and require practically everything in the way of agricultural products that is pro­
duced in Canada. They are a great market for hay, oats and all kinds of vegetables 
and fruits, and from the innumerable factories vast quantities of manufactured 
merchandise are shipped to Chicago, Buffalo and other points on the Grand Trunk 
line for distribution. It is a very promising proposition, and there is little difference 
in the hauling distance between Providence and Chicago over the Grand Trunk and 
over the lines through the United States."

45



LETTERS ON CANADA, BY WILLIAM E. CURTIS

CANADA LIBERAL IN TREATMENT OF 
STEAMSHIP LINES

Sum of $2,006,200 Voted for Payment of Subsidies in 1911-12.

Companies Will Expand.
V

New Pacific Coast-Liverpool Service One Development in Prospect.

Montreal, Aug. 31, 1911.—The Dominion government has been very generous 
and enterprising in the development of railway communication within its own 
territory and steamship communication with foreign lands, and during the next 
five or six years both will be largely extended. President Hays, of the Grand Trunk 
Railway told me yesterday that company intends to put on lines of steamers from 
Prince Rupert, the Pacific terminus of the transcontinental line he is now building, to 
Liverpool through the Panama Canal, to Australia, Japan and China and to Alaska; 
and it is probable that a coasting service southward from Prince Rupert as far as 
Seattle and perhaps San Francisco will be maintained, although that matter has not 
been definitely decided.

The (iermans as well as the Canadians are preparing to make use of the Panama 
Canal, but 1 have heard of} no preparations in the United States. The Hamburg- 
American Company is building four big steamers to carry merchandise and immi­
grants from Hamburg to San Francisco and bring back wheat, flour and other 
cargoes, and the Grand Trunk Company will shortly make contracts for the con­
struction of a fleet to carry wheat from Prince Rupert to Liverpool and bring back 
merchandise and immigrants. The steamers are to be ready as soon as the canal

The Pacific Mail Company, which is the only American line on the west coast 
and is a part of the Southern Pacific Railway system, has done nothing, so far 
as I can learn, to anticipate the opening of the canal, and is still using the same little 
old-fashioned steamers that were cruising between the Isthmus and San Francisco 
thirty years ago. It should be said that the United States Congress has done nothing 
to encourage maritime enterprises and even refused to give the ordinary mail pay to 
the steamers that were already sailing between San Francisco and Australia. I do 
not know that the Grand Trunk Company expects a subsidy for its proposed steam­
ship lines, but one will undoubtedly lie paid.

The Canadian parliament voted $2,006,200 for the payment of steamship 
subsidies for the year 1911-1912, which was a decrease of $48,000 from the previous 
year. These subsidies represent many different services to every continent— 
Europe, Asia, Africa, South America and the West Indies, the largest being paid to 
the Allan and Canadian Pacific lines between Montreal and Liverpool, which 
amount annually to $600,000 a year. The service to Australia and New Zealand 
receives $300,000 a year; that to South Africa, $146,000 a year; to Japan and China 
$200,000; to Mexico, $125,(MM); to Cuba and the other West Indies, $104,000. 
Smaller amounts are paid to several other lines connecting Canada with foreign 
ports. A line of the freighters to Manchester receives $35,000 a year; and corres­
ponding amounts are paid to ships that go to Glasgow and Dublin.
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Those subsidies which interest the United States most closely are the $180,(MM) 
paid to the Union Steamship Company of New Zealand for carrying the mails between 
Vancouver, Brisbane and Sydney via Honolulu and the Fiji Islands. The contract 
time for the voyage is twenty-two days, and the company has in service six steamers 
varying in size from 3,915 to 8,200 tons. These are all new fine passenger steamers. 
The distance from Vancouver to Sydney is 7,292 miles, to Honolulu 2,342, from Hono­
lulu to Suva, Fiji, 2,799; from Suva to Brisbane, 1,550, and from Brisbane to Sydney, 
516 miles.

These steamers carried 60,615 tons of freight during the year 1910, an increase 
from 30,684 tons in 1907, when the subsidy was arranged, and 6,153 passengers as 
against 4,687 four years ago.

In addition to this subsidy the Canadian government pays $120,000 a year to 
the New Zealand Shipping Company for monthly steamers from Montreal to Mel­
bourne by the Atlantic, a distance of 12,900 miles. There are seven steamers in the 
service of 9,000 and 10,000 tons, with accommodations for a small numlx-r of pas­
sengers, and making ten and twelve knots an hour.

Last year the lines to Mexico, Cuba and the other West Indies did a very large 
business, which has increased rapidly since the service was lxigun. The Elder 
Demster company gets $50,000 a year for the Atlantic service and the Canada and 
Mexican Company, controlled by T. H. Warshop of London, gets $75,(MM) a year for 
the service on the Pacific. The steamers of both lines measure about 3,(MM) tons. 
The distance from Montreal to Vera Cruz is 3,745 miles and from Vancouver to 
Salina Cruz, the western terminus of the Tehauntepec Railway, via Guaymas, is 
3,575 miles. The steamers of both lines make about twelve knots an hour.

The South African subsidy of $146,000 a year is paid to the Elder Demster for a 
monthly service by steamers varying from 3,504 to 7,355 tons, which make a speed of 
ten and twelve knots an hour. The distance between Montreal and Cape Town is 
7,338 miles. Last year they carried 23,203 tons of freight.

In addition to the subsidy of $600,000 paid to the Allan Line for its mail service 
between Montreal and Liverpool, the same company receives $200,000 for a similar 
service between Montreal and France, in which it employs four steamers, varying 
from 4,200 to 6,200 tons. They carry few passengers and make only eleven and 
twelve knots an hour. They handle an enormous quantity of freight. The distance 
between Montreal and Havre is 3,041 miles. The policy of the Canadian govern­
ment in paying these subsidies is to build up its export trade, and results have lx*en 
so satisfactory that they arc being increased and the service extended.

The Allan Line of steamers is the oldest on the Atlantic except the Royal Mail 
Steam Packet Company, having been founded in 1822 by Captain Alexander Allan 
of Ayrshire, Scotland, the home of Burns, and has kept up an uninterrupted service 
for seventy-nine years. In 1831 Captain Allan retired from the command of the 
brig Jean and established an office in Glasgow for the management of the rapidly 
developing business. His five sons succeeded him, and his grandsons are the mana­
gers of the company to-day. In 1826 Hugh Allan was sent out to Montreal by his 
father to become the Canadian manager, and his brother, Andrew Allan, joined him 
here about 1840. James and Alexander, the younger brothers, conducted the busi­
ness in Glasgow and Bryce Allan in Liverpool. For more than half a century 
these five brothers managed the affairs of the company. To-day they are managed 
by Hugh and Andrew, the sons of Andrew Allan, and his two nephews, Montague
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and Bryce, sons of the late Sir Hugh Allan, who was for years the greatest man in 
Canada and built up many important enterprises in addition to his steamship 
business.

He built Ravenserag, the finest residence in Montreal, on the slopes of Mount 
Royal, ami always entertained the members of the royal family and other guests of 
distinction when they visited the city. King (ieorge, the Princess Louise, the Duke 
of Connaught and other children of Queen Victoria have l>cen his guests.

Andrew Allan, his brother, had a massive stone mansion on McTavish street, 
back of McGill University, and lived in it until about five years ago. It is now the 
chapter-house of the Alpha Delta Phi fraternity.

The Allan fleet to-dav consists of thirty-five vessels, with a combined tonnage of 
1(10,000 tons. The largest ones sail to Liverpool anil the others to Glasgow, London 
and Havre. The Montreal Gazette of Sept. 28, 1839, contained an advertisement to 
the effect that the well-known new coppered ship “Canada," 329 tons register 
Bryce Allan, commander, would sail regularly between Montreal and Greenock. 
Sixty years later to a day the company put on a 19,000-ton twin screw steamer for 
the same service.

The Cunard Line, which is next in age to the Allan Line, was started in 1840 with 
a fleet of sailing ships. The Royal Mail Steam Packet Company Ix'gan business 
between Kngland and South America with a fleet of clipper ships in 1822.

The next line of importance between Montreal and Kuro|x* Ixdongs to the 
International Company of the United States, which also owns the American, the 
White Star, the Atlantic Transport and other lines. Their steamers are the largest 
in the service and carry passengers and freight to Liverpool and freight to Bristol 
and Hamburg.

The rates to Kurope from Montreal are generally lower than those from New 
York, and the sea voyage is shorter, because the steamers keep to the River and 
Gulf of St. Lawrence and pass out info the Atlantic through the Strait of Belle Isle, 
which separatee Newfoundland from Labrador. By this route the distance from 
Quebec to Liverpool is 2,336 miles, while from New York it is 3,082 miles, and the 
steamers are less than four days at sea. On the other hand there arc more fogs and 
icebergs and other dangers that |x*ople usually prefer to avoid.

The steamers carry large carg<xis of Canadian products— 50 per cent, wheat, 
20 per cent, dressed lumber and 25 per cent, provisions (which come almost exclu­
sively from Chicago). The other 5 per cent, is made up of cheese, wmxlcn ware and 
various things. The rates are the same both ways. Last year the Allan Line, for 
example carried 80,000 passengers westlnmnd and 30,000 eastbound. Most of the 
steamers carry wheat over and bring immigrants back The government pays a 
l>onus of 14 for every agricultural lalxirer and domestic servant, but pays nothing 
for mechanics. The steamship agent who books the passage gets the money, and 
$85,600 was paid during the year 1910 to lxx>king agents in Kngland and alxiut 
$10,(100 to booking agents on the continent.

By the encouragement of the government the total tonnage of steamers con­
necting the port of Montreal with foreign countries increased from 988,018 tons in 
1900 to 1,638,581 tons in 1910, while the average tonnage of the vessels increased 
from 2,495 to 4,107 tons.



T 1 S 1|, E T T E R S ON CANADA. BV WILLIAM K . C U K T 1 S

mship

Duke

itrect, 
tw the

nock, 
er for

I with 
nines»

a the 
i, the 
rgest 
ristol

New 
r and 
Isle,

J the 
i and

heat, 
xclu- 
! and 
;, for 
f the

hing
and

bout

During the year 1910 two new ocean lines of steamers were operated from 
'anada—the Royal Line, by the Canadian Northern Railway Company, to England, 
nd the Canadian-Australian Line, to New Zealand and Australia.

The following is a list of the steamship companies now operating lietween ('anada 
£nd foreign ports:

Allan Line, to Liverpool, Glasgow, London and Havre.
Canadian Pacific Railway Company, to Liverpool, Bristol, London and Antwerp. 
The White Star-Dominion Line, to Liverpool and Bristol.
The Donaldson Line, to Glasgow.
The Furness Line, to Liverpool, London and Havre.
The Head Line, to Belfast and Dublin.
The Manchester Line, to Manchester.
The Thomson Line, to London, Leith and Aberdeen.
The Royal Line of the Canadian Northern Railway, to Bristol.
The Canada-South African Line, monthly steamers to Cape Town and other 

1 mth African ports.
The Canada-Jamaica Line, to Cuba ami Jamaica.
The Canada-Mexico Line, to Cuba and Mexico.
The Pickford & Black Line, to Bermuda and Jamaica and West Indian ports. 
The Canadian Pacific Railroad Line, to China and Japan.
The New Zealand Shipping Company, from Montreal, monthly, to New Zealand 

I Australia.
The Canadian-Australian Line, monthly, from Vancouver to Fiji Islands, 

Bn I une and Sydney.

CANADA TRAINS HER YOUNG MEN 
TO BE FARMERS

| „ord Strathcona and Sir William Macdonald Vie in Endowing Schools. 
American Model Is Used.

Dominion, Particularly Quebec, Also Follows Y'ankee Example 
In Conservation

Ste. Anne De Bellevue, Sept. 1, 1911.—There is a quaint little old-fashioned 
nch village, with queer roofed, one-story cottages, whitewashed inside and out- 
•. and surrounded by growing gardens, on the shore of Lake St. Louis, near where 

I Ottawa flows into the St. Lawrence River. Lake St. Louis, I must explain, is 
I a detached body of water, but a wide place in the St. Lawrence which broadens 
I until you can scarcely see across it, and there arc similar lakes at several places. 
K Ste. Anne de Bellevue was for centuries the camping ground of Indians who came 
■n both rivers in their canoes and met here to trade and to make treaties. Then 
■as chosen by the French as one of the outposts for the protection of Montreal.
■ ruins of the fortifications, which have been preserved with great care and are
■ covered with vines, make an interesting feature of the landscape. There is an 
■mill which was first erected in 108S, burned by the Iroquois in 1(191 and then 
■ilt. The French called the place Fort de Senneville. With the protection of the
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garrison the voyageurs, the hunters and trappers made it their rendezvous, whir 
they outfitted for their explorations anil rested when they returned. The permanvr 
population is composed very largely of the descendants of those hardy poinevr- 
These have retained the old customs anil habits. They are almost entirely Krerur 
and the invasion of summer Imarders has not changed their primitive appearance 
manners.

Tom Moore, the famous Irish bard, s|ient a summer here early in the nineteen: 
century, and here wrote that most popular of all the habitant ballads, '"The famuli. 
Boat S»ng," inspired by the beauty of the scene and the picturcsqucncss of the ri\
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The climate, the fishing and shinning anil the low cost of living bring large mil­

liers of "resorters" to Ste. Anne de Bellevue during the summer season, both fn 
the Canadian cities and the Vnitcd States. There are several small hotels and marl 
Imartling house's, which charge low rates com|tared with other places. In the feature of 
and in the spring the duck shinning attract hunters, and all summer black bass, w *Jj>:»pular ! 
eyed pike, |icrch and maskinonge can Ik* caught plentifully as anywhere 
St. Lawrence. Several rich people front Montreal have Imught land along the shi 
of Lake St. Louis and have built stately mansions and villas and ultimately 
ruin the primitive attractions of the place.

«‘tier entei 
influence in 
H»ada an

Ste. Anne de Bellevue was selected several years ago by Sir William Macdoi 
as the site of the agricultural department of McC.ill University, in which h<- 
already invested almut $â,(MKI,(KH), and pur|>oses to add as much mon* as may 
necessary to make it the most complete, perfect and useful training school for farr 
in the Dominion. The buildings, of ml brick and roofed with red tiles, will ri mi
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you of Stanford University, but are not so attractive in design. There is a eampu ,or « ral y
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kfU) acres on thv bank of thv Ottawa Rivvr, ami thv Grand Trunk Railway station is 
Immediately opposite thv main entrance. The campus is divided into three parts, the 

v st<xk and grain dv|>artment occupying 3H7 acres, the vegetable and truck garden 
acres and thv rest is devoted to horticulture, poultry and lx-e culture and other 

purposes.

Sir William ? is the rival of Lord Strathcona for the honor of living the
^ionI public spirited and benevolent man in Canada. Both are immensely wealthy.

urd Strathcona was Donald Smith In-fore he was elev ' peerage, and made
his millions through the Hudson Bax Company in fur , Indian tr and the 
Advance of the prices of land, lie has taken under his g<mérous jurisdiction Met .ill 
L'niversity at Montreal, which was founded bv James McGill, who came over from 
Glasgow before the American revolution and engaged in the fur trade with the same 

ccess that has attended the enterprise of Lord Strathcona. The university, which 
impies a small but attractive campus in the residence section of Montreal, has four 
anches and several affiliated colleges in British Columbia, Nova Scotia, the 
rovince of fjuebec and the Royal Victoria College for Women at Montreal. The 
ting women at the latter institution have the same faculty and the same courses 

f instruction as the men at McGill, and receive degrees from the same source, but 
not use the same recitation-rooms or attend the same lectures. The supreme 

llthority of the university is vested in the crown and exercised by the governor- 
kncral, and therefore it is nominally a state institution, non-sectarian but Protest- 
It, and the students attend worship at the Kpiscopal Church.

Lord Strathcona has gixen the institution several millions of dollars; the late 
k-ter Red path, a Montreal merchant, was very generous also, and Sir William 
la< donald gave a million or more for « for the engineering department and

schools of physics and chemistry, with generous endowments for maintaining 
thi m. It was his desire that the schools of agriculture and household science, which 
hè founded at Ste. Anne de Bellevue, should liecome departments of McGill Uni- 
»>'. and they are now included in the jurisdiction of the faculty and fellows of that 
iietitution.

I Sir W illiam Macdonald is an old-fashioned and eccentric bachelor, who was Ixirn 
<9 Prince Kdward Island and when he was a Ixiy went to New York to seek his for- 
tuii< . The fates led him into a tobacco factory, xvhcrc he learned the business, and as 
soon as he had accumulated a little capital he went to Montreal and began the manu- 
fat i ire of plug tobacco there, having discovered a pnxvss by which he could give it 

•pillar flavor. He was remarkably successful and gradually Ix-came interested in 
ot i r enterprises which paid equally well. Intimately he Ix-came the cc 
iij Iuence in a bank which established branches in almost all the agricultural villages of 
Canada and has mai le a specialty of loaning money for the establishment of cream-

In that work Mr. Macdonald was brought into relations with Professor James W. 
H-rtson, a Scotchman from the County of Ayr, where- Rolx-rt Burns and James 
un were Ixirn and raised. Rolx-rt son came to Ontario with his family as a Ixiy 
developed a remarkable genius in dairying. He was not only successful on his 
account, but through his influence and ex revolutionized the business in the 

;hborhcxxl of London, Ontario, and became instructor in dairying at Guelph Col­
lie then went to Cornell l'niversity in the same capacity. There he remained 

ta xerai years until he was appointed commissioner of dairying for the Dominion.
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In his official capacity he made the acquaintance of Sir William Macdonald, who 
furnished the money while Robertson furnished the ideas for the improvement of the 
agricultural conditions of Canada. In 1898 they lagan by offering money prizes 
to the boy or girl under 18 years of age who would bring from his or her father's 
fields the finest heads of oats and wheat Sir William Macdonald has paid $10,00(1 
a year for several years in prizes. The seed thus brought in has been distributed 
among the farmers in various parts of the Dominion and the crop has thereby- 
increased 28 |M-r cent. in weight and in value many millions of dollars.

This movement also resulted in the Canadian Seed Growers' Association for the 
purpose of improving the crops of Canada.

The next step was to establish agricultural schools and school gardens through­
out Ontario, Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island, in which many thousands of
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children are daily receiving instruction in the rudiments of agriculture at a cost <>l 
$ 180,000 a year to Sir William. They are taught the advantages of using selected 7»( 
need, of careful cultivation and of protecting plants from disease. All children art . “
admitted to these classes and prizes are offered for the best results in the school BW"VXlllk 
gardens, each child having a plot of ground assigned to it for cultivation. r?*a

Sir William Macdonald than undertook to enlarge the Ontario Agricultural jifrlr tN ^ 
College at Guelph, which had been established in 1874, with the two-fold object of ^ 
training young men for teachers and for original research in agricultural science, lb 
founded the departments of agriculture, animal husbandry and home economics 
the latter lading especially for women. In order to lie eligible for admission to thi 
classes of the two first named departments a candidate must produce proof of having 
spent at least one year in actual work upon a farm and pledge himself that he wil! 
follow either agriculture, horticulture, dairying or animal husbandry as a means oi 
livelihood, the idea lxiing to exclude students who are merely seeking an cducatior 
without a specific purpose. Instruction is free and the students are lioarded for;
$3.00 |ht week.

In addition to the ordinary courses there are lectures and experiments for tbtl 
lam-fit of practical farmers, which have Ihtv. attended by more than 30,000 peopl»
The average attendance at Guelph College is about 1,000 students.
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^^tion ofIn order to provide the Province of Quebec with an institution similar to that IK, 
Guelph, in the Province of Ontario, Sir William founded the Macdonald College cig ,, ,, , 
Agriculture at Ste. Anne de Bellevue upon plans prepared by Professor Robertson! ^ ( . 
who organized the institution and directed ii~ work until it was fully in operation. H .
then returned to his official duties as commissioner of dairying to the Dominion.

Macdonald College is for both men and women, and has three department 
including a school for training teachers for the Protestant schools of the Province 
Quebec. Those stiv' nts who pledge themselves to teach for at least five years afti 
graduation are not required to pay fees and are hoarded at nominal rates.

The school of household science is for the training of housekeepers in domeed 
economy, in the science of nourishment, in sanitation, in nursing, in laundry it 
dairying, raising poultry and l>ees, in home gardening, in household chemist r 
cooking, sewing and other duties of the home.
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This school is free to Canadian girls and is intended to provide competent wives 
lor the nation. Students from outside of Canada pay a fee of $35 per term for 
tuition and $3.50 a week for board and room in one of the dormitories.

The Macdonald School of Agriculture is the third department, anil is mixleled 
upon similar institutions in the Cnited States, particularly those at Ames. Iowa, and 

jjJrbana, 111. The instruction covers three branches, agriculture, horticulture and

E
mal husbandry, and especial attention is given to stock raising, dairying and 
litry. There were 457 students during the last year, representing all the provinces 
Canada except Manitoba, four of the West India Islands, England, Scotland, 
land, Switzerland, the Transvaal, New Zealand, Australia and Japan. The 

Aguiar course is for two years, but there is a four-year course leading to the degree 
el B.S.A. from McGill University.

Most of the educational institutions in the Province of Quebec are under Roman 
jgatholic jurisdiction and are intended more for the training of priests than farmers,

Ïit a school of forestry, recently added to Laval University at Quebec, is rapidly 
owing in importance, and is aided by the government for the purpose of recruiting 
ngers and foresters for the control and management of the enormous timber domain 
longing to the crown. The government offers scholarships to students who are 
le to pass the examinations after a full \ ear's work in the school, and are willing 

tl pledge themselves to enter the forestry service for at least five years. After 
4*1 l|*ring a technical knowledge the forestry students are assigned by the Minister of

S
mds and Forests to a practical employment with large lumlxring firms throughout 
e province for six months in the year, and then they must return to the university 
tft complete their course, which covers two years.

They thus receive six months of theoretical study and six months of practical 
perience each year, when, after passing a satisfactory examination, the graduate is 

i*n an appointment in the service and is sent to his post.
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the United States in the conservation of their natural resources and in the organi­
sai of a forestry department as a part of the provincial government. They have 
ipted practically all the regulations and methods devised by Gifford Pinchot, and 
c gone even further than our government in the enactment of laws for the pro- 

lion of the forests. It is a crime in Canada to throw a lighted match, cigar or 
rette from a car window or from any vehicle or to drop either upon the ground, 

.obertxir J Jjs a crjmc to gtart a firc during the dry months of the year, and every officer of the 
for* it service is a policeman, with authority to make arrests and commit offenders to 

as well as to protect the forests from devastation by fire or other causes. Every 
jmlier of the forest service is also a game and fishery warden, with authority to 

•st hunters or fishermen who violate the laws.
The Province of Quelicc has followed the example of the United States in making 

-_‘st reserves to protect the sources of streams, which now cover an area of 174,000 
dom Sq rv mj|vs The duty of the forest service is to protect these, and at the same time 

undry in~ to le their knowledge and zeal for the instruction of private owners, 
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CANADIAN CAPITAL IS MADE RICH BY 
GREAT FACTORIES

Paper and Lumber Industries Bring Immense Profits to People.
Millionaires Are Many.

Parliament House One of the Finest Public Buildings Found in America.

Ottawa. Sept. 2, 1911.—In the old days before the several Canadian province* 
entered upon the present confederation the parliament met alternately at Montr mI 
and Quebec, and the officials of the government selected their own place of resident «• 
The rivalry between those cities was so acute that neither could In* chosen for tin 
capital, and in 1 8*>7 both joined in an address, which was ratified by parliament 
asking Queen Victoria to settle the dispute.

During the following year she named Ottawa, then a lively little lumber camp <»f 
five or six thousand people, occupying an exceedingly favorable geographical location 
It was called By town then, after a certain Colonel By, the builder of the Rideau 
("anal connecting the Ottawa River with the St. Lawrence.

This canal was suggested by the experience of the British in the war of 1812, when 
the lack of means of communication between those two great rivers was found i<> 
be a serious embarrassment. The provincial authorities, however, declined to takt 
any share in the work or the expense of construction, and the canal was built entire!) 
at the expense of the British government. It is 120 miles long and extends north and 
south from Ottawa to Kingston, at the head of the St. Lawrence. It was commenced 
in 1820, was finished in 1882, and cost $4,038,871. w hich was an enormous sum to In 
e\|M*nded in public works.
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It was originally of a purely military character, hut has since Urn adapted to 
[commercial purposes and has proved to I* a very valuable aid to commerce as a 
< ut-off lictwmi Lake Ontario and the territory drained by the Ottawa River.

Immense quantities of lumlier are floated down on rafts; fleets of barges loaded 
with coal and merchandise are continually passing northward, and several passenger 

[steamers are still in use.
The canal enters the Ottawa River in the very centre of Ottawa under the 

[shadow of the parliament house. From Ottawa it ascends 2H2 feet by thirty-four 
wks in eighty-seven miles, passes thro . ;h Rideau Lake and then descends Iff4 feet 

[by thirteen links in thirty-nine miles t * Kingston. It is sixty feet wide and Iff

While the situation of Ottawa upon a bluff at the junction of the Ottawa and 
Chaudière Rivers is not so picturesque as that of Oueliec. and those rivers do not 
approach the majesty of the St. Lawrence, it is, nevertheless, an admirable location 
f<>r manufacturing ises, and the water power furnished by the falls of the 
I haudiere is almost unsurpassed A dam has Urn built across the rapids and the 
Water- turn the wheels of several important industries employing I l.fHMf hands, who 

ere paid l7.ff7S.fKH) in Iff 10and turned out merchandise valued at $37.()(H),(KH).
This merchandise consisted chiefly of lumlier, printing pa|ier. cardUiard, pajier 

kags, buckets and boxes, matches, cement, mica, gas buoys, marine signals, tents 
hml other camp equippage, boats and canoes, portable houses, sawmill maehiner> 
Bud supplies, water wheels, engines and large quantities of smaller articles.

The paper mills are among the largest in America and ship most of their products 
> the United States. One of them has a contract to deliver six carloads a day in New 
ork. It is all made from woodpulp and the industry is permanent, lieeause back of 

Ottawa are forests of spruce timlier reaching to the Arctic Circle. Mountains of w hite 
blip may lie seen rising aUive the high fences that surround the paper mills and 
pies of yellow si; p are sheltered by rough sheds.

If you go to the top of the tower of the parliament house, which commands a 
side vista, including the entire city and its environs for several miles, you can get a 
pir idea of the extent of the pa|»er and lumlier interests, and if you can get a chance 

examine the tax list you can see the profits that lioth have brought to the |ieople of

Ottawa has the reputation of having more millionaires than any other place in 
Canada. The richest resident is a Mr. Booth, who came in the early days from Nova 

•otia as an ordinary lumlier jack, rafting on the river and filing saws in the mills, 
e had no friend nor education, but jmssessed the natural gift that so many |ieople 
•vet, of making and saving money, lie saved enough out of his wages to buy a 
lingle machine, which he worked himself while his wife tied up the shingles in 

idles. Then he got another machine, and then another, hiring hands to work 
cm. and he laid the foundation of a fortune which is estimated at $fiO,(MH),(MM). 

lie owns $:{(),(MMMMM) worth of pine forests where the axe of the lumlierman
■ is never lieen heard ; he owns paper mills, saw mills and various ot her manufact tiring 
| dust ries, and handles S2ff,(NH),(HH) worth of lumlier annually. He built with his

m money a railway from Ottawa to (Georgian Bay to haul his logs and lumlier
■ ,wn to the former place and sold it to the ('«rand Trunk company a few years ago 
for SLUMHMHH).

Mr. Booth is now H,*> years old, and although a great sufferer from rheumatism, 
ill manages his enormous business with the same sagacity he had always shown.

4
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He has two sons, who have hern brought up in his mills. One is cashier and the other 
is superintew.'ent of a paper factory. Neither he nor they have ever had any fun 
in their live», and have never even developed a sense of enjoyment. I wit the "boys" 
will have about $30,000,000 each when the old man goes to his account.

The parliament house, which is one of the finest buildings in America, occupies j 
noble site overlooking the Ottawa River and surrounded by a small but highly culti­
vated park. The building is of early gothic architecture with a lofty lower. Th< 
material is gray freestone trimmed with a pinkish sandstone.

There are three buildings in the group, known as the central awl the east and 
west blocks. The central building is 472 feet long and three stories high with a 
mansard roof. The east and west blocks are detached, but are of the same school 
of architecture awl material and form the two sides of a quadrangle, the fourth side 
being occupied by the leading club of Ottawa and a massive structure orrupied by 
the finance department. The side blocks contain the offices of the several cabinet 
ministers, awl the central building is given up to the two houses of parliament with a 
splendid library in the rear, connected with the* main building by a wide corridor.

The library is circular, and ninety feet in diameter with a dome eighty-two feet 
from the floor. The book stacks are arranged in galleries arouwl the walls awl are 
highly decorative.

The two parliamentary chamt>ers are modeled after those of the imperial parlia- 
ment house in (.owlon and are quite ornamental. The presiding officers of both the 
senate and the “faithful comntons" have handsomely furnished residence» in the 
building- awl are made very comfortable at the public expense. They preside in full 
evening dress, like a Frenchman at a funeral, awl there are vacant throne» under 
canopies of crimson velvet behind their chairs.
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There is much more ceremony in the proceedings of the Canadian parliament thar 
in the Congress of the United States, but a corresponding amount of human natim 
awl political partisanship is developed. The late parliament was sent home by tk 
governor-general without passing any of the appropriation bills or other smport.in 
legislation, because of a prolonged filibuster against the ratification of the reciprocity 
arrangement with the United States.

The government is running on bare ground, so to speak, awl all payments will 
have to lie postponed until the new parliament assembles the latter part of Ortoter 

The Canadian senators are appointed for life by the crown on the rerommen'I.i 
tion of the government that happens to Ik* in power. When the liberal part y cam» 
into control in 1896 nearly all of the senators were Conservative». To-day eight 
|>er cent, of them are Liberals. They seldom interfere with the will of the people a- 
expressed by the majority of the House of Commons, but are a safeguard to cheek 
reckless or revolutionary tendencies.

The King of England is represented at Ottawa in the person of the governor 
general, who i» merely a figurehead and never interferes with the policy of the party 
that happens to be in power. He is the only connecting link between the throne m 
the colony, which is as independent and free as the United States so far as the 
exercise of the will of the people is concerned.
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The present governor-general is the Right Honorable Karl Grey, G.C.M.G., 
IG.C.V.O., who has proved to lx* exceedingly popular and useful. There will be great 
regret when he retires in October, but at the same time the entire population feel 
flattered at the selection of a meml>er of the royal family, Field Marshal His Royal 
Highness the Duke of Connaught and Strathearn, K.G., K.T., K.I\, G.M.B., G.C. 
S.L, G.C.M.G., G.C.I.E., G.C.V.O., P.C., third son of Queen Victoria and uncle 
uf the present King George.

His royal highness will lie accompanied by the Duchess of Connaught, who is a 
•ry democratic and charming German woman, and his daughter Patricia, who is 

| considered the greatest beauty among all of Queen Victoria’s many grand-daughters, 
ind is perhaps the most popular young woman at the British court. She has lieen 

| vported as engaged to various kings and princes, but is still free and happy.

The Duke of Connaught was l>orn in Buckingham Palace in 1850, educated at 
Dolwich Military Academy, received his first commission in the Royal Engineers, 

an«l was transferred at intervals of two or three years from one to another of all the 
[Éilïerent branches of the service. While an officer of the rifles he served in Canada 
jduring the Fenian excitement of 1870, and has since seen active service in Egypt, 
India and South Africa.

He showed great personal courage and military skill at the battle of Tcl-el- 
£ebir in Egypt and was three times mentioned in dispatches for gallantry in that 
Bmpaign. Since 1904 he has been a field marshal, with headquarters in London, and 

las recently returned from South Africa, where he represented the King at the 
jpvning of the first parliament.

His royal highness married in 1879 the Princess Louise Margaret of Prussia, a 
ftnisin of the German Kaiser, and in commemoration of that event the British par­
liament increased his annuity from $75,000 to $1*25,000 a year.

The governor-general has very little to do except to look pleasant and 
Itertain his loyal subjects at Rideau Hall, an old-fashioned mansion surrounded by 
park, just outside the city limits of Ottawa. During the winter season it is the 

fntre of much of social activity. The Earl and Countess Grey have entertained 
cry body in a most hospitable and democratic manner, but hereafter it is expected 

(at Rideau House will lie the scene of more stately ceremonies, appropriate to a
e-regal court. The Canadians are looking forward with much pleasure to future 

I cial events.

Sir \\ ilfrid Laurier, the actual ruler of Canada during the last fifteen years, lives 
simple life in a modest mansion on an avenue that was named in his honor, and 

1 frfy Laurier, who is equally tactful and graceful, is an unassuming and charming 
ho < Sir Wilfrid is a poor man. He has been in politics all his life and 
■narked the other day that he had grown poorer every year. His salary is only 
$1 'MM), which is little enough to pay for the actual necessities of such a household as 
a ii.in in his position must maintain.

( anada is a difficult country to govern. The religious intolerance is more violent 
| ,n 'n any part of the world except perhaps in Ireland; the entire population of 

of the most populous provinces adheres to one faith and the entire population of
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the next province in numbers adheres to another. The material interests of tin- 
other provinces are so diverse as to lx* in direct competition, and it is therefore verx 
difficult to frame a policy of legislation or administration which will please even-lush .

In one province Sir Wilfrid is condemned because he shows too much devotion 
to the British crown; in the next province he is cond- mned Ixvause he does not show 
enough; but with extraordinary tact and grace he h.is endeared himself to the entire 
people regardless of (xirtisan prejudices and campaign charges, and when the election 
is over and dust and the tumult has subsided, everylxxly will admit his wisdom 
his integrity and his devotion to the interests of the Dominion.

T

of the

ca:

Ottawa is growing rapidly. The population of the census ten years ago was 
IK),000. The results of the recent census have not lx*en announced, but it is believed 
that the enumerators counted at least 110,000 people. Public and private improve 
ments keep pace with the population. The assessments have increased more than 
$10,(MM),(MM) during the year 11)10and reached a total of $H(>.(KM),(MMI; the bank dear 
ings have increased $50,(MN),(N)0 during the last five years, and in 11)10 the total 
was $11)0,752,033. Nearly $8,(NM),(MM) worth of new buildings were erected that year 
and during the current year the total will lx* much larger.

NEW CENTRAI STATION, OTTAWA

Plans for the extension of the government buildings are lx*ing carried out for th 
accommodation of departments which are now in rented quarters.

The Grand Trunk new union railway station is nearly completed, and adjoininJ 
the |>ark that surrounds the parliament house the Grand Trunk Railway has in- 
finished the Chateau Laurier, which will lx* one of the finest hotels on the Amerird 
continent.
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The government is spending $1,000,000 a year in the extension and improve­
ment of the |>ark system and has made a highly decorated boulevard from the centre 
of the city to the government experimental farm in the suburbs. Outside the 
city a natural forest of 2,(MX) acres has been o|xned for the use of the public and 
is highly appreciated as a playground and resort.

CANADA SPENDING $50,000,000 ON A DUBIOUS 
PROJECT

Hudson Bay Line, When Completed, Open Only Five Months In Year. 
Westerners Demand It.

| ; Government Had Either to Start Work or Lose Votes of the W heat Growers.

Ottawa, Sept. 3, 1911.—A few days ago the minister of railways let the contract
■ for the construction of 250 miles of the Hudson Bay Railway to J. I). McArthur & 
1 Co. of Chicago and Winnipeg, who have just completed the (irand Trunk line
■ lietwcen Lake Superior and Winnipeg. There were six bidders from different (Kirts of
■ the country. McArthur agrees to get his Italian laborers and wheel barrows on the
■ ground and start in to make the dirt fly In-fore the election, as the railroad is very
■ largely a political project and has been urgently demanded by the wheat farmers
■ of the western provinces for several years.

The Hudson Bay Railroad is an undertaking of the Canadian government and
■ the estimated length is aln>ut 400 miles. Surveys have been made of the entire dis-
■ tance and the route has been definitely fixated from the Bas Mission on the Sas­

katchewan River, about 200 miles northwest of Winnipeg—the present terminus of 
It he Canadian Northern Railwa)—and Ripe Stone Lake, a distance of about 250 
I miles. The estimated cost under the contract is $40,000 a mile and an appropriation 
Inf $5,000,000 has already been made by |>arliament toward the construction. The
jestimated cost of the entire line with equipment is $50,(NX),(KM), but there is a good 
meal of doubt and controversy on that point.

While the surveyors have made no such report.it is understood that there is a great 
ileal of muskeg along the right of way, and that will lx not only very expensive but 
difficult to overcome. Muskeg is a form of swamp or morass formed by successive 
layers of decaying vegetation in the lakes and ponds, which are scattered over northern 
Canada. During the summer months these lakes and ponds are filled with coarse, 
heavy reeds, which grow rank, and sometimes conceal the surface of the water. 
Vhen frost comes they wither and fall and lie rotten on the Inittom of the pond. This 
ias been going on for ages, until many of the shallow lakes have been converted into 

swamps, and, as may be readily underst<x>d, such format ions are a terror to railway 
builders.

Several lines that have been surveyed make the distance from Winning to Port 
Nelson or Fort Churchill alxiut (MX) miles, which will leave a distance of 4<X) miles to 

e built, as the tracks of the Canadian Northern will not lx paralleled. The exact 
•rminus of the road on Hudson Bay has not Ixen determined, but it will lx one or 
lie other of the places named. This will shorten the distance from the heart of the 
'rairie provinces of western Canada by I,(XX) miles, and it is estimated that 5 cents

5#
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a bushel in freight will be saved, but the Hudson Bay route cannot possibly be open 
for navigation more than five months in the year, and in many years not more than 
three months, while the mouth of the bay, called Hudson Strait, is apt to be blocked 
at any time during the summer by floating ice fields. The currents from Baffin's 
Bay enter Hudson Bay and are assisted by the northeast winds to blockade the 
channel with masses of broken ice from twenty to fifty feet thick. The straits are 
never entirely clear of ice. These features of the problem will not be discussed In 
the advocates of the enterprise. The road is being built to satisfy a public clamor fur 
competition with the lake and railroad routes, and as no private firm or syndicate 
has been willing to undertake the risk, it is a government affair.

There will l>c practically no local traffic, and no passenger traffic, for the fogs, the 
cold and the frequent storms would not be encountered by any rational human bein^ 
who could pay his fare any other way. The marine insurance rates will be practical!) 
prohibitory and will alone offset all the saving in freight charges. There are mam 
other arguments against the project, but, as I understand it, nobody will listen to the 
objections. Both the Liberal and Conservative parties are committed to the enter­
prise and the present administration has to take it up or lose the wheat vote.

The third plank in the Conservative platform pledges that party, if returned ti 
power, to construct the Hudson Bay Railway and operate it by an independent com 
mission; to construct and operate elevators at the terminal on Hudson Bay for hand 
ling and storing wheat and also to provide means for carrying on the “chilled meat 
industry." The latter proposition has also been advanced by the farmers of thtj 
Western Provinces who arc unable to compete with the Argentine Republic in the 
shipment of beef and mutton to Europe in refrigerator ships. A considérais I 
portion of western Canada is unfitted for grain but is admirably adapted for j 
pasturage and the herds of cattle and sheep are increasing very rapidly.

To get the votes of the western farmers both parties have been trying to outbid j 
each other over the Hudson Bay project, but at the same time neither one of them j 
wî.s anxious to assume the responsibility of carrying it into effect. The Conservative!1 
started the movement in the campaign of 1884-5, but dropped it after the election I 
The next campaign they sent inspectors to Fort Churchill to watch the ice and make a 
report to allay public clamor and in advance of every political campaign ever since sur j 
veying parties have been sent out to make the people think that the government wa> j 
doing something towards carrying out the great scheme which is to shorten the whea: | 
route to England, reduce freight charges, and increase the profits of the honest farmer |

The Grain Growers* Association of Western Canada, which has a membership ol 
more than 40,000, has l>een sending committees to Ottawa every session of parlia 
ment to demand immediate action. It wants the government to build and operate 
the road, to provide and maintain elevators for storage, and to give growers ccrtiti 
cates for their grain which will be accepted as cash at the banks. The growers warn 
the government to build and operate slaughter houses and cold storage warehouse- | 
and provide fleets of ships which will carry their grain, beef and mutton to thtfl 
British markets at rates lower than those charged by existing lines.

These farmers discuss these subjects during the long cold winter evenings in theiij I j 
debating societies and political clubs and compel the politicians to embody them i:’j 
political platforms. The sentiment in favor of them is so universal that every can-1 
didate for parliament on both tickets is pledged before he is nominated, and is com! 
pelled to vote for all these schemes when he gets to Ottawa.
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A great many important features have not lieen thoroughly considered and wise 
men outside of politics agree that the Hudson Bay Railroad is not a safe commercial 
proposition. Very few people expect that the project will ever In- carried out because 
of difficulties which have not lx*cn taken into consideration.

In the first place the cost of construction will be much greater than any one has 
estimated, because of the innumerable lakes and rivers which will require expensive 
bridges, trestles, fills and other heavy work, without considering the muskegs which I 
have described. Furthermore it is asserted that there is no rock or gravel any where 
along the line and all the filling and ballasting will have to Ik* hauled a prohibitory 
distance. It is asserted that the southern shore of Hudson Bay for a belt of 100 
miles, is l>ottomless tundra, composed of moss and decayed vegetation without solid 
Ifottom or foundation, and perpetually frozen to within a few inches of the surface. 
It seldom thaws out, even in the longest and hottest summers, more than a foot or 
fifteen inches, and it will be impossible even to build a trestle over that sort of land.

Other construction difficulties of a similar character are found every mile of the 
distance from Fort Churchill to Hudson Strait.

A channel must l>e dredged the entire distance from Fort Churchill to Hudson 
Strait because at present there is only about fifteen feet of water and often less. 
This channel must lx* lighted and buoyed, and navigation protected in some way 
from almost continuous fogs, caused by the meeting of soft warm winds from the 
prairies and ice laden breezes from the Arctic Circle over the waters of the ba>. 
The dredging of the channel must lx: repeated annually because of shifting bars which 
cannot be controlled by any human power.

Ships must lx* specially constructed for this service to withstand the ice 
and would not be of use elsewhere, so that they would have to lx* laid up 
seven months of the year, and the interest on the cost of their construction 
will lx* entirely wasted. Thus, when the road is completed, the work is 
only half done and the most difficult tasks remain to b? overcome. The 
records of the Hudson Bay Company show that for a century the longest season of 
navigation at Fort Churchill wcurred in 184(1, when the bay was ojx*n five mont hs and 
eighteen days. The shortest season was in 1838, when it was open four months and 
eight days. During the last ten years the average pcriwl of navigation has Ix-en four 
months and twenty-four days.

By the time harvest is over navigation is closed, and wheat shipped to Hudson 
Bay must lie all winter in the elevators. It cannot lx* sent out lx-fore the following 
June. The farmer would thus lose his interest on the value of the grain and at the 
same time lx? compelled to pay insurance and storage charges; but he proposes that 
the government shall protect him against both by providing elevators and practically 
buying his wheat and grain and his beef and mutton, also by issuing against them 
negotiable certiorates equal to their full value at the time they reach the elevators, 
and thus assume the risk of any fall in prices.

By the time the road is built, if the present rate of increase continues, Canada 
will produce a thousand million bushels of wheat. This year the crop is expected to 
be not less than 200,000,000 bushels. A slight calculation will show that a dozen 
railways and a thousand ships would be necessary to handle the crop if it went by 
that route.

•i
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The Canadian government In*certainly liven more generous than any other that 
was ever known in promoting commercial enterprises and means of transportation 
Imth by land anil sea. It has strained its resources to the utmost and has mortgaged 
the revenues of future generations to subsidize and build railway lines. By th> 
terms of the confederation it was h itiml to unite the maritime provines of Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick with British Columbia and the settlements on the Pacifi< 
coast, and by an expenditure of half a billion dollars in cash and lands that pledg- 
will Ik- twice fulfilled within a few years.

It is now expending $300,000,000 to complete the (irand Trunk front ocean to 
ocean. It has given most generous concessions of land and money to the Canadian 
Northern and has recently given a new concession to that company for I.JMKI miles 
of feeders on Isith sides of its main line.

Tht re are practically three railway systems in Canada -the (irand Trunk, which 
is the oldest in the Dominion and the second oldest on the American continent, the 
Canadian Pacific and the Canadian Northern. In addition to these is the Inter 
colonial Road, built ami o|>erutcd by the government as a political necessity lietween 
Halifax and Montreal. It originally cost $80,000,000, and for many years the deficit 
was 11,00(1 a day. Krcight anti passenger rates have always liven regulated b\ 
political considerations and it never can pay expenses as long as that |iolicy is con­
tinuer!.

CANADA FILLING WITH AMERICANS.
WHO TAKE FARMS

Immigration to Dominion In Last Fifteen Year* Reaches MS.719.
Yankees Are Wealthy.

Holdings of United States Capital Estimated by Expert at $417.143,221.

OTTAWA, Sept. 4.—During the peri«id from 18117, when the Canadians first liegnn 
to keep statistics, and March 31, loll, the close of the fiscal year, (100,710 immi­
grants crossed the border from the United States and settled in Canada. The larger 
nuinlier remain in the provinces west «if the Créât Lakes ami most of them t«*»k 
«nit naturalization |iu|mts.

During the same fifteen years, 723,424 immigrants arrived from England, Ire­
land. Scotland ami Wales -or 72,700 mon' than from the l"nited States. The Briti-h 
immigrants settleil in the eastern as well as the western provinces, perhaps the larger 
numlier in Ontario. Not mon* than 36 or 40 per cent, of them went out into the 
far west. Alth«nigh twice as many immigrants from the United States settled in 
Saskatchewan, Allierta ami British Columbia as from the United Kingilom.

During the fifteen years referrv I to the total immigration was 1,886,529, includ­
ing 512,380 persons from the continent of Europe and other countries than the 
United States and Créât Britain.
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The following tabic will show thv numU-r of arrivals from the I'nited States, 
< ,reat Britain and other countries during the years.

Total

merieans. British < >t hers r.iui
7.021 11.3*3 7.1421 2171'.

11,00* 11.173 II.«0*
21.02* 10.000 21.03* M :.i ;
10,211 2.141 10.211 32. *02
i«.ua II.HI0 10.322 40.140
ZI.732 17.2.3» 23.732 117.37»
37.000 41,702 87.000 I2*.3«4
34,72m .30.371 34.72H 130.331
37.23ft «2.320 37.222 110.200
41.34» M.7M 44.340 1*0.004
31.217 22.701 124.007
»UI2 120.1*2 M3.97A 202.400
20. *22 22,001 34,172 1 10,00*

1(8,70* 20.700 20H.704
121 Ml 128.013 ««.«20 311.0*4

«20.710 721.121 212,3*0 1 ,**0,320

A IIOMKMTKAI) NKAK KDMONTON, Xt.MI-.lt I X. SHOWING 1HK FIRST Hot SK Of THK 
BBTTLBR AND HIS RBSIOCBCl mm i x ' \i<> ui I k

The immigration bureau at Ottawa estimates that 21 percent, of the homesteads 
taken up in Western Canada are by British immigrants. HI per cent, by continental 
and 3H per cent, by Americans.
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Most of the immigrants from the United Kingdom are from England and Wale 
Very few of them are Irish. Out of a total of 685,067 who have arrived from th 
United Kingdom since the year 1900 there were 505,157 Knglish, 138,909 Scotch and 
41.001 Irish. Of these 22 per cent, of the Knglish and Welsh, 20 per cent, of the 
Scotch and 26 per cent, of the Irish entered homesteads in Western Canada.

After the United States and the United Kingdom, the largest numlier of imnn 
grants come from Austria-Hungary (131.000 in ten years); the next largest (03,000 
from Italy and 48,075 Jews.

The Americans are almost ent indy farmers. Europeans furnish the laln>rers and 
the British and Scotch the mechanics, artisans, clerks and traders.

Of the total immigrants for the last ten years from the United Kingdom and 
Europe* 294,874 wen* farmers, 238,003 were labon*rs, 227,118 wen* mechanic-, 
05,930 wen* clerks, lmokkec|M*rs, etc.

Of immigrants from the United States 445,081 wen* farmers, 02,300 were 
laliorers, 35,502 were mechanics and 10,037 were clerks, bookkce|x*rs, etc.

The Dominion government has no system of fn*e or assisted immigration; that 
is, no immigrant is ever brought to Canada at the expense of the treasury, although 
the |>assage of thousands is paid by charitable and philanthropic societies in the old 
country. Nor does the government make loans of money, furnish stin k, implement - 
or seed to immigrants in order to enable them to start farming, although on several 
occasions food and fuel have been furnished to those who have had the misfortune to 
lose their crops by frost, fire, hail or other causes, and seed given them for the first 
planting. The railways never furnish free transportation, but give special rates to 
Inma fide settlers from all foreign countries, including the United States, to points in 
Western Canada.

The government does not encourage in any way the immigration of mechanics, 
artisans or skilled lalnirers of any class, and no effort is made to obtain employment 
for such |K*oplc on their arrival. All immigration literature officially issued liears the 
following notice signed by the Minister of the Interior:

“Farmers, farm lalnirers and female domestic servants are the only people the 
Canadian immigration department advises to come to Canada. All others should 
have definite assurances of employment in Canada before leaving home and have 
money enough to suppprt them for a time in case of disappointment."

In order to obtain farmers, the government pays a bonus of $5 on all persons Is 
years and over and 12.59 on all minois under 18 years of age to steamship booking 
agents in the United Kingdom, France, Belgium, Holland, Denmark, Norway 
Sweden and Finland, but this bonus is limited to farmers and domestic servants, and 
it must Ik* shown that they are in perfect health and of good character.

A Inmus of S3 for every man, 12 for every woman and II for every child is paid to 
agents of the immigration bureau in the United States.

The total amount paid as Itonuses in Great Britain during the year 1910 was 
$85,000, in the continental countries 110,000, and in the United States $233,030.

Altogether during the last fifteen years the government of Canada has paid 
$2,097,968 to induce immigration from the United States. An equal, if not very 
much larger sum, has been paid by the railway companies, whose agents arc con 
slantly travelling through the northwestern states setting forth the allurements ••( 
Canada and the opportunities for health and happiness on this side of the border 
There are railroad or provincial agents in every city of size, east and north of the
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Missouri River. The anmuni aliove mentioned docs not include the roel of the 
literature which has Urn printed and circulated in the I'nited States and other 
countries to induce immigration.

The largest numlrr of immigrants have settled in Saskatchewan and Allierta 
provinces, Ontario comes next and Manitolia third.

Of a total of 353,530 homesteads entered in Western Canaria during the last 
fifteen years, 1MI.42H were by American immigrants, 44,907 by Knglish, 13,100 by 
Scotch, 3,740 by Irish and 04,302 by immigrants from all other countries.

During the years 1907-8 there were 7,818 farms taken up by Americans; in 1909 
the total was 9,828; in 1910 it was 13,000 and in 1911 the total is 13,088. The immi­
gration officials estimate an average of 2.5 persons for each entry and their conclusion 
is that 28 |ier cent, of the Americans arriving in Canada take up farms.

A census has recently been taken, but the results have not yet been announced. 
It is lielievcd, however, that the total population «if Canada will Ik- shown to Ik- aUiut 
s.tMIO.OOO. In 1909 it was 7,350,000 ami at least 500,000 immigrants have arrived 
since that time. On March 31, 1909, the population of the several Canadian prov­
inces was as follows:

Maritime Provinces. 1.038,112
Quebec... ... 2.088,403
Ontario.. 2,019.025
Manitoba . 400,208
Saskatchewan 341,521
Alberta
British Columbia 289,510
Vnorganizeil districts. 58,309

Homesteading is much easier in Canada than in the I'nited States. Any per- 
son, man or woman, who is the hea«l of a family. <ir any unmarried person, man or 
woman, who is 18 years old may take up a ipiarter of a section by applying at the 
nearest land office. Kntry may be made by proxy, six months' c<mtinue«l residence, 
the cultivation of thirty acres each year f«ir three consecutive years, ami $300 worth 
of improvements an* required. A honiesteailer may get eighty acres addition.d 
alongside of his entry by the (laymcnt of $5 an acre, in which case he must reside 
six iminths annually for six consecutive years ami cultivate fifty acres.

Nearly all of the immigrants from the I'nited Stales are men «if substance. The 
immigration «ifficials at Ottawa estimate that 050,719 arrivals from the I'nited States 
«luring the last fifteen years have brought with them an average of SI.000 in cash, 
cattle, machinery, household effects, ami other pr«i|ierty, thus adding $700,000,- 
900 to the wealth of the country, in additum to their annual contribution by the 
cultivation of the ground.

It is estimated also that citizens of the I'nited States have at least $250,IKK),000 
| invested in limiter, mines, speculative lamls, sawmills, packing plants, warehouses 
I and other buildings, manufacturing and mercantile establishments ami other f«irms of 
I property. The Monetary Times of Toronto, which is recognized as a high authority,
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estimates that $22tt,N(M),(MM) of Amcrivan money is invested in coal mines, cop|wr 
mines, timlier and lands, and manufacturing and mercantile establishments.

The Monetary Times says: “ In Regina and Saskatoon more especially th< 
investment of 1'nited States firms is largely in the sha|>e of distributing warehouses 
for agricultural implements. Nearly every important 1'nited States implement firm 
is represented in those cities by its agents. The International Harvester Companx. 
for instance, is now erecting a $75,000 building, while the John Deere Plow ('oni|>an\ 
has completed arrangements for the construction of a similar warehouse Among 
the implement firms located in Regina are Wisconsin, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota 
Ohio and Iowa houses.

“They do an immense business in harvesting machinery, binder twine and 
threshing outfits. The Saskatchewan Hour Mills, located at Moose Jaw, is I lacked 
by 1'nited States capital, anil it is interesting to note that the telephone system in 
the same city was purchased by a 1’nited States company, and four months ago wa> 
sold to the Saskatchewan government.

“In British Columbia the chief investment of 1'nited States capital has been in 
mining and lumlicring. including tinilier. This is natural, since 1'nited States men 
in the middle west and the Pacific coast have made much money in mining and 
lumliering, and since minerals and tinilier are the two resources of British Columbia. 
It was stated at the recent sessions of the Forestry Commission in Vancouver that 
7") per cent. of the timlier licenses are held by 1'nited States interests. A timber 
man told the Monetary Times that there are, say, 17,000 licenses, with $3,(K)l)agaiiM 
each, which makes $51,000,000.

"Added to this are crown grants and leases, and half of these are controlled by 
the 1'nited States. As to lumlier mills in the interior, two-thirds are kicked by 
Cnited States capital, and on the coast, one-third. Conservatively, the value of the 
United States holdings in British Columbia mills and lumlier to-day, at present 
valuation, is at, say, a little less than $1,000,(KM). The investment in actual
cash might Ik* aliout half that sum.

“In mining the pro|Mirtion may easily be placed at one-half United States capital 
and the rest Canadian, British and foreign. The figure could be placed at $50,000. 
(KM). Nearly all the big propositions, such as the Nickel Plate, recently acquired b> 
the Steel Cor|ioration for $I,(MM),(MM); the Crow's Nest Coal Comjiany, and other 
companies in the same district ; the British Columbia Copper Company, the Dominion 
Copper Company, the Brittania, near Vancouver; the Marble Bay mines in Texada. 
James Cronin and lleinze in the Bulkley, the ( lUggenheims in Atlin and Ruffner in 
the same district, are I lacked exclusively by United States capital."

During the agitation of the reciprocity arrangement lietween the United Stales 
and Canada there has lieen a great deal of discussion and conjecture as to the amount 
of United States capital invested in the Dominion. F. W. Field, sub-agent of tlu- 
British Board of Trade, published an estimate last May, in which he placed the total 
at $417,143,221, and itemized it as follows:
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2011 companies, average capital $000,1**1 $125. **>,<**>
Investments in Hritish Columbia mills and timber M 900 immi

Investments in Hritish Columbia mines.. OO.INNMNNI
1 .and in prairie provinces 25.000.<MN)
Investments in lumber and mines, prairie provinces......... HMNMI.O:*)
Packing plants 6,000,000
Agricultural implement distributing houses H.575.000
band deals. Hritish Columbia........................................... \ 500.1X10
Municipal l»onds, sold priVUtcly........................................... 27,000,000
Investments in Canada of United States Insurance com|wnic*. 43.29S.22I
M is.ellaneou* indust rial invest ment s.................................. 10.000.1**1
Purchase of city and town property 15.525.000
Investments in the Maritime Provinces . ................ I2.H50.000

Total................................................................................................. $417.143.221

The same authority ha* published a pamphlet, gning more into detail, vonvvrning 
the investment of Amerivan capital in Canada, which contains some very interesting 
information, although he admits that it is impossible to ascertain the exact facts. 
No one can find out how much stocks in the various railways, banks and other insti­
tutions are held in the Vnited States, or the amount which the tobacco trust, the 
rublier trust, the International Paper Company, the luml>er trust and other large 
enterprises have invested here. The International Harvester Co. has one plant in 
Canada valued at more than $2,000,000, with 1.000 employees, and many agencies 
and warehouses, some of the latter having accommodations for 425 machines each.

The Hell Telephone Company, the Postal Telegraph Com|wny and various other 
great corporations have been extending their interests in Canada for years. The 
Westinghouse Coni|wny is supposed to have more than $4,000,01*1 in Canada; the 
International Paper Company has the reputation of owning many millions of dollars' 
worth of forests. The Union Hag and Paper Company, the United Shoe Machinery 
Company, the cement trust, the Shredded Wheat Company, the Canadian Kxplosives 
Company, the Allis-Chalmers Company, the Sherwin-Williams Paint Company, the 
Parke - Davis Drug Company, the Quaker ( lats Company, the various packing house 
interests of Chicago, the Childs' restaurants, the Waterman fountain |>en, the 
l.owney chocolate and other familiar American institutions are all represented in 
every Canadian city.

RAILWAYS BU1I.D CHAIN OF HOTELS 
ACROSS CANADA.

Establishment of llostelrles on Frontier Part of Extension Policy. 

Grand Trunk Plans Six Summer Resorts in Vermont Green Mountains.

Ottawa, Sept. 4, 1911.—It seems to be a function of the railroad companies in 
I ( unada to build and manage hotels. Years ago, when the Canadian Pacific Railway, 
after several trials and failures, was pushed through the fringe of the settlements 
along the Atlantic, across the rocky wilderness of Northern Ontario, the wide prairies 
of the Northwest territories, and over the three ranges of mountains to the Pacific
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ocean, the managers found that they must provide shelter for their |>asscngcrs alonK 
the way. Incidentally. they had to provide steamships for the lakes ami rivers; lat• r 
there was a need of elevators to handle the grain, and warehouses to store the freight. 
and hotels were required as soot as there was any (Kissenger traffic. There was tvi 
one else to build them; hotelkee|>ers are not philanthropists or pioneers, and do m-t 
invest their money on faith in the future; but with the railway eom|wny necessity was 
made a virtue and the hotel habit was acquired. The consequence is a chain of 
luxurious hotels In-ginning with the Ship Inn at Halifax, and ending with thi 
Empress Hotel on Vancouver Island.

THE PORT GARRY," WINNIPEG, MANITOBA, THR NEW 11,500,000 GRAND TIL SI 
PACIFIC HOTKl. NOW UNDER CONSTRUCTION
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If we except the- Windsor al Mmiirv.il (which wax built by and fur thv comfort of 
,iIimuncling American I Milkers and speculator* forty year* ago, in order that the> 
might have a comfortable place to *|iend their exile), and the King Kdward at 
Toronto, all the first-class hotels in Canada are the result of railway enterprise The 
Chateau Frontenac, built by the Canadian Pacific Railway Company, i* the 
most conspicuous and important building at (JuvIhv, and if it were moved the quaint 
old capital, the cradle of Canadian civilization, would become a reminiscence. At 
Montreal the Place N iger Hotel is owned and operated by the same company and tIn- 
Royal Alexandra, the half-way house of the Canadian Continent, is a part of tIn- 
Canadian Pacific terminals at \Vinni|H-g. It is in the same building with the station 
and the general offices of the company, and is under the same management as the 

I dining cars, the station restaurants and the other hotels lielonging to the railway. 
Being the only first-class hotel in \Vinni|K-g, it is always crowded, and the head clerk 
told me they never reserved rooms for anyliody, although they received an average of 
a hundred letters and telegrams daily isking for reservations. It is probably unique 
in this respect.

The (irand Trunk Railway has plan* for a larger and finer house to Ik- called 
“The Fort Carry." The contract for construction has probably Urn let by this time 
and it is to be ready for guests within the next year. It is a wonder private enter­
prise has not taken advantage of the extraordinary demand for hotel accommoda­
tions at \Vinni|H-g. There are many second and third-class houses and sufficient 
jiatronage for several first-class houses. “The Fort Carry” will not be attached 
to the splendid new station of the («rand Trunk, but will In- only a blink or two 
distant and will have three hundred and fifty rooms.

The (irand Trunk also proposes to erect several hotels in the mountains w hen its 
line is completed to the Pacific Ocean, and plans for a building at Prince Rii|N-rt, the 
Pacific terminal, similar to “The Fort Carry" have already U-en completed and tin- 
work of construction will Ik- In-gun this fall. It is the intention of the ( irand Trunk 

| ("oni|>any to have a string of hotels from one end of its line to the other, at all inq>or-
| tant stations, and also at isolated stations where the condition* will not justify tin-

investment of private capital. President Hays, in his long experience, is convinced 
that the Ih-sI advertisement for a town is a good hotel and he has three thousand 
miles of small towns to build up for the U-nefit of the conqiany of which he is 
president.

It is also interesting to know that he half a dozen fine summer hotels in the 
I Connecticut Valley, on the line of the Central Vermont Railway, which is part of the
| (irand Trunk System. They are intended to attract tourist travel and make the

( ireen Mountains as popular as the White Mountains.

By guaranteeing interest on the cost of construction, the (irand 'Trunk Railway 
Coiii|iany persuaded e.\|M-rienced and popular hotel men to build large and comfort­
able summer houses in the Highlands of the Province of Ontario which are already 

I patronized by Americans. “The Royal Muskoka” on Muskoka l.ake, aUiut 125 miles 
north of Toronto, was the first and the largest. Its success was followed by the con­
struction of the “Wawa" Hotel on the l.ake of Bays, which is one of the most 
romantic and picturesque spots in America, and it is so |M»pular among Americans 
that it has Ih-cii enlarged every year since it has Urn opened. 'The region aUiunds in 
wild birds and Indian legends. “Wawa" is the Indian word for "little wild goose.”
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We have a |mm*I in our party who gov* then- as often as he can. ami i< alway- 
singing -ong* alw»ui the woodsand the birds and the flowers and the »i4t south wind 
of the Muskoka.

A few minim-» ago he pushed these lines across the table:

I am waiting in my wigwam
For the coming of the spring;

For the forest flowers to blossom in the vale.
I am watching from nty wigwam 

For the wild goose on the wing,
When I'll gather up my traps and hit the trail.

To the “Highlands of Ontario,"
In the merry lierry moon,

To the haunts of Hiawatha that are nigh.
By the banks of Athabaska,

Where it's always afternoon,
I'm waiting for the wild goose to go by.

The wild gome came and the putt told usa pretty legend of what happened. Once 
ii|Min a time, he said, a wild goose, wandering around the “Highlands of Ontario" in 
search of a summer home, as many sensible people have clone since, decided lu settle 
on the luike of Bays, a lovely shift of water, hidden by forests and with as mam 
picturesque little estuaries as a centipede has legs. Having found a eoz> place, *h. 
made a nest, and in time little baby geese began to float alunit on the sha'low edges of 
the water. Little geese are thoughtless sometimes, like little |x-opk-, ami «nu- rrrkk-» 
memlier of the family Hew high above the trees in range of a bad man with a gotsl 
gun, and tumbled to the lake with a broken wing.

The link- goose knew the way home, but he found swimming difficult, ami hi- 
wounded wing was painful. The mother goose, having heard the -hot ami having 
seen the fall, hurried to the rescue. Telling the little one to brace up. she gent I \ 
folded liack tin- wounded wing and bandaged the break with feather- from her 
downy breast. With wonderful intelligence the baby goose caught a feather from ii- 
mother's tail in its beak, and she towed him back to the family nest. The moral of 
this story a|»plic* to all summer visitors who come up into the “Highlands of Ontario 
or go any when- else, for that matter. Little geese should Ik* careful ami stay near 
the mother bird.

In the southwest corner of the park that surrounds the parliament house at 
Ottawa ha- recently liven erected one of the most beautiful building» in Canada, 
and in all America. It is an example of pure Gothic; the walls are of buff Indiana 
sandstone, the copper roof has a dull glow like gold when the sun strike» it ami the 
pinnacle- are covered with the same material. It has been named the “Chateau 
Laurier." out of compliment to the eloquent and admirable Frime Minister of the 
Dominion. It was built by the Grand Trunk Railway Company to supply the need 
of Ottawa, when- then- has never lieen a first-class hotel, and the building alone, 
without the furnishings, cost a million and a h df dollars. The archite tural design 
is in harmon> with the parliament buildings across the lawn.

The hotel isek-ven stories high; it contains .‘LKI sleeping room», 210 of them 
with I Kith», and on the first floor is a suite of state a|Nirtment- for the- enter­
tainment of royalty ami other distinguished guests. It can lie cut up into suites of
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A GLIMPSE OF THE CITY OF OTTAWA, SHOWING THE "CHATEAV LAVRIBR." THE GRAND 
THI NK NEW PALATIAL HOTEL, AND THE NEW GRAND TRVNK 

CENTRAI. PASSENGER STATION

two, three or four rooms, according to the requirements, with or without private 
«lining-rooms. There is a ballroom, a liampivt hall, a |>alm room for f> o'clock tea, 
a *moking room, a grill room, a cafe for men and another exclusively for women, and 
a main dining-room, so located as to rommaml a bright outlook over the |>ark and 
the parliament buildings.

The building is not only a credit to Canada, but sets a standaril of design and 
construction which has never liefore lwen reached in the Dominion. Hereafter every 
structure of beauty will Ik* compared with the "Chateau Laurier."

Connecting with the "Chateau laturicr" by a subway ami on the op|x>site side of 
Kidcau streel is the new passenger station of the Grand Trunk Railway «lesigned by 
Ross & Mc Karlan, the architects of the hotel. The architecture is in striking con­
trast, however, lieing of the classic school, but the building has been provided with all 
the features of modern railway stations, and except for size this one at Ottawa will 
compare very well with those at Washington, New York, Boston ami Chicago. The 
general w ' room is a noble apartment, having a fhxir area of more than It,000 
square feet, and is the full height of the building. The subway which leads under 
the street to the "Chateau Laurier" is lined with marble and is bright and cheerful. 
There is a restaurant, a lunch rismi, a barlier shop and all the other arrangements, 
ami a suite of vice-regal apartments, where the governor-general can receive dis­
tinguished visitors with pro|>er ceremony.

The Grand Trunk has recently finished a much larger station at \Yinni|>eg to 
meet the growing volume of travel, and has plans ready for several others, which will 
be on the same scale.
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CANADA FOLLOWS YANKEE IDEA IN NATIONAL 
PARKS

Lays Out Vast Tracts That Are Filled by Americans In Summer. 
Lakes Are Innumerable.

Thirty Per Cent, of the Dominion North of 46 Degrees Is Composed of Water.

Aloonqi in Park. Sept, ô, 101 1. The Canadian government ha* lieen following 
the example of the United States in the conservation of natural resources, in making 
forest reserves, national parks and protecting the timln-r on the public domain from 
destruction by fire and thieves. During the administration of Sir Wilfrid Laurier a 
large section of the Province of Ontario north of a line drawn from Ottawa across to 
Lake Huron has been preserved as juirks and playgrounds, which are In-ing utilized 
by thousands of Americans every summer, although the Canadians seem to go else­
where. The Province of Ontario extends from the lake of that name northward to 

Bay. There is very* little agricultural land and very little that is fit for 
grazing, but it is covered with interminable forests and innumerable lakes of different 
sizes, some mere ponds, others covering many square miles of area.

When I asked the number of lakes in Canada I was shown a map and was told to 
count them for myself ami then multiply the nunilwr I found by ten in order to get 
in those for which there is no room on the map. The to|>ographers of the Dominion 
government have charted In-tween 12,000 and 13,000 lakes that are more than ten 
miles square, and there are probably ten times as many of smaller size. Oneauthority
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estimates that 30 |ier cent, of the area of the Dominion north of the forty-sixth 
iwrallel is water. There an* 3H.400 islands marked on the chart of fieorgian Bay, 
which indicates that nature is a good deal mixed in this locality.

Americans from New York, Ohio. Pennsylvania and the New Kngland states are 
almost monopolizing the hunting and fishing preserves in Canada. The lakes I have 
descrilied are generally well stocked with fish and in the spring and fall with ducks, 
wild geese and other birds. There is no such game preserve in the world as may lie 
found in northern Ontario, although hunting is not allowed within the National Park 
Isicndaries and the carrying of fire-arms, with the exception of revolvers, is pro­
hibited. The woods are filled with deer, which may Ik- seen on the banks of every 
lake and river, feeding u|>on the reeds and lily pads, or coming down to the water's 
edge to drink. Moose, although not so plentiful as the deer, are increasing in mint- 
tiers and are so tame that they can lx* touched by the hand. A friend of mine declares 
that he once stroked the head of a moose swimming in a little lake as he |Kissed it in 
his camx'.

There are many fur-liearing animals also. Heavers are |Kirtieularly numerous 
and every lake and stream liears witness to their genius as builders and their busy 
industry. Near Algonquin Park station is a beaver dam nearly a half-mile in length 
ti|>on which those curious animals may lx* seen daily making re|Kiirs, and that,only 
a night's ride from Toronto.

Canada is the only part of North America in these days where such things can 
lie seen; but Ontario, only a few hours' ride front Ottawa, is an untranimeled wilder­
ness of forest, mountains, rivers, lakes and streams which arc as completely natural 
as they were on the day after creation. The Indians are gone, practically all of them, 
but you will lx* reminded of the alxiriginal occupants of these romantic regions by 
the nomenclature which has been preserved. Fine old musical names are attached 
to the lakes, rivers and the mountains which are much more appropriate than Skunk 
Hollow, Bitter Creek or Burke Crossing. One of the lakes is called Kaeweamlxdl- 
wagamot. Another is YYabaushcnc, and you can find all of the following:

Nipissing Maniwaki Kawpakwakog
Temiskaming Kippa wa Muskoka
Maganctawan Petawawa Kenissis
Pogomasing XVahawik Omemee

A sweet Canadian |xx*t has woven the musical rhythm of these tongue twisters 
into verse :

Wondrous Temagami, Wasacsinaganti;
Low waves that wash up the shadowy short1, 

North of the Nipissing, up the Temiskaming,
We will come lKick and sing to you encore.

Crystal Temagami, Wasacsinaganti;
Swift running rivers and skies that are blue;

Out on the deep again, nx*k me to sleep again,
Rock me to sleep in my little canoe.

The most convenient of the summer retreats is the National Algonquin Park of 
•bout '2,000,000acres and 1,200 lakes, with an average altitude of 1,700 feet, 200 miles 
north of Toronto and 175 miles west of Ottawa. The Ottawa division of the Crand
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Trunk Railroad traverses ihv park for twenty-seven miles anil has several stations 
the most eonvvnivnt Ix-ing Jim Lake ami Algonquin Park. At the latter station is .1 
plain, hut comfortable hotel, accomniiMlating a hundred |M-ople or more, which is 
kept o|x*n the year around, for in the winter, skating, skiing, snowshoe climbing and 
toln»ggaiis are as popular as fishing and canoeing in the summer. Although Ameri 
cans seldom come here in the winter time, they fill the house in the summer and hav« 
cottages on the banks of the lake in every direction. Many of them an* hay fever 
sufferers; others are troubled with asthma, for which this atmosphere is a specific.

Many families come every year and have their own cottages, c or camps 
which may Ih* erected by |H-rmission of Mr. Bartlett, the superintendent, ami under 
his su|>ervision. Some of the cottages are quite elal»orate. One of them sold for 
$2,500 last spring. Most of them, However, are very primitive, for it is a wild, rough 
life that is sought here. The campers cx|xict to get next to nature ami do their own 
cooking ami provide their own fissl with a line and hook. Many of the cani|xir- 
move from place to plate at intervals. Others have fixed abodes where they star 
all summer. Tents can Ih- rented and families can gel an outfit at a small store at 
Algonquin Park station.

The hotel rates are low $2.50 and $.'! a day. with sjH-cial rates for the week or 
more. More than half the r<H>ms are filled by |H-rmanent boarders.

President Hays, of the ( ira ml Trunk, tells me that he intends to build a string of 
log-houses iq>on the different lakes in the park with accomimHl.itions for fifty or sixty 
Is larders each. They will Ih- plain and primitive, but comfortable, corresponding 
to the surrounding-, ami are intended for jH-ople who want to get away from city lib- 
ami social excitement to spend a few weeks of the summer months communing with 
nature ami wearing out their old clothes.

The canm-mg is perfectly safe, the lakes are shallow, and are completely shel­
tered by dense forests. The fishing is as gisnl as can Ih- found in any waters of the 
world, , as Kditor Charles Young, of Cornwall, says:

There's days when fish won't bite;
It's either ton calm or Phi rough;
It's either Phi warm or not warm enough;

It's either Iimi cloudy, or the Min's Phi bright ;
The wind's thi- wrong way, or the moon's not right.

It's either Phi wet or else it's Phi dry;
Or for some other reason, you can't tell why;

But there's days when the fish won't bite.

There's days when the fish won't bite;
You may try every lure, you may try every bait;
You may do what you will, ami wait and wait, 

l-'rom morning till mxm, and front noon till night.
But you won't get a nibble, though you try all your might ;
You may grumble or swear,
But the fii.lt don't cari-,

For there's days when the fish won't bite.
74
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Bui there'» days when the fish will bitv:
When it ain’t too valm, ami il ain't too rough. 
When it ain't too warm, but just warm enough. 

Anil the big old fellows, oh! joy. how they fight !
Your rod's lient double and you keep your line tight. 

Mow they leap! Mow they run!
<lee whiz! but it's fun,

( )n the days when the fish will bite!

The most interesting and exciting experiences are the canoe cruises from lake to 
lake through the park, for a week or two at a time, using canoe for transportation 
and carrying camp equip|Kige, food and fishing tackle. There are plenty of profes­
sional guides who spend the summer, "personally conducting" parties on such 
expedition», and are familiar with the portages between the lakes, and the Ih-sI camp­
ing places and where the fish are to lie found. This sort of life ap|R\ils e-peeially to 
v hoollmys and students,and it is liecoming the fashion for prepar.itorx school* to 
maintain fiermuneni camps in Algoiuptin Park, as has liven done for years in the 
Adirondack*. Maine and New Hampshire.

The most attractive camp in the park is on Cache Lake, where Mi» k. I.. Case, of 
Rochester, has liven coming for four years with thirty or forty girl- who remain for 
three months sleeping in tents, canoeing, fishing, swimming, tramping through the 
wimmIs and having the liest kind of a time under the care of Miss Case and her assist - 
ants. Regular physical culture exercise* are a part of the daily routine, and swim­
ming lessons under the direction of a teacher of physical culture at Wellesley College.

CAlHF. LANK ALGONQUIN NATIONAL I'ARK OF ONTARIO 
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If you happen to visit the ramp almut 11 o'clock in the morning, you will find, rain 
or shim*, thirty or forty mermaids splashing around in the water, ami will Im 
able to see what a wi ll trained girl ran do in a swimming suit. This is the only 
liermanent ramp of girls I have found here, hut I met a rharming young woman who is 
conducting a party of young Iwiys, from 10 to 12 years old, on a ramping trip. Shi 
has four guides who do the heavy work and a rook, and each boy has a ranoe and a 
little outfit of ramp e<piip|iage and fishing tackle. They are having the time of their 
lives, while she mothers them when they are homesick and kisses their bruises when 
they are hurt.

All of the school cant ps are American. The Canadians do not seem to have taken 
up with this sort of sport. C Yabino is filled with two score of boys under the 
rare of Professor (i. (Brower, of Vasradilla School of Ithaca; Camp Minnvwaw.i 
is under the charge of Professor W. W. Wise of the llordentown Military Institute 
of New Jersey, the Long Trail Camp is in charge of Professor A. M. Stewart of 
Rochester and Camp Otter is tilled with students from Cornell University under 
Professor C. B. P. Young, instructor at the gymnasium.

The Buffalo Y.M.C.A. maintains a permanent camp here for the Iwnefit of it* 
members, who come and go as they take their vacations. The Univenity School of 
St. Louis has a camp on Carden Island near the centre of Lake Temagami. The 
oldest camp in the woods i* Kccwaydin. on Devil's Island, in the Temagami forest 
reserve, in charge of Professor Clarke, of Harvard.

The general idea is to establish a camp in some wild spot when* the hoys can 
sleep under canvas and spend their days canoeing, fishing, swimming and learning 
the secrets of nature by contact. They divide their time between residence at the 
lierntatient camps and canoe cruising under the direction of some instructor with 
Indian guides. Some of the tri|is are for a few days only, while others lust a week or 
more.

All the permanent camps are i with canoes, sailboats, swimming rafts. I
diving towers, tennis courts, ImscImII grounds and arrangements for other sport». I 
Some of the Iniys are required to devote a certain time each day to study under tutor* I 
who are coaching them for college entrance examinations or to make up conditions in 
courses in w hich t hey have failed to pass. Some camps are regular coaching school* 
and a (îortioii of the day is s|>cnt in study and recitation and the rest of the day in 
s|M>rl s.

In a vacation camp a Inin will learn thing* that he cannot find in tcxt-liooks, in 
the schoolroom, or in the home qualities like courage, self-reliance, endurance, 
decision of character, and re*ou reef nines* in difficulties. Mnnhotid is much mon 
thoroughly devvkquil around a camp fire than around a steam radiator. A boy wh" 
can cook hi* own fish and liacon,ami know* how to pitch a tent and (Middle a cam* 
through a wilderness, i* much more apt to lie successful in life than those who sjieniI 
their winters in luxurious hothouses and their summers at society resorts.
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MINES OF ONTARIO SET A HIGH MARK 
BY THEIR OUTPUT

Preclou» Métal» Valued al $lfcl.4Kh,o.M Produced Up to March 31.
Camp» in Canada Tame

No “Bad Men" Such a» West In Untied Su-feu Once Knew Are Tolerated.

Al.oM<gilN Park, Canada. Sept. A, Kill, For what ha# always Urn coneid- 
vml an agricultural province, I >ntari«« h.«* made a remark.!Iilv mining record equiva­
lent to those of most mineral count rie*, and the evidence» of the pa#t would indicate 
that there mu»t lie «till even greater wealth in the depth# of her wildcrncw*.

The mine* of Ontario had produced 9HII.4*6,0.11 in pnriou* metal* up to the 
;il*t of March Iasi. CoUdl, whi h wa* regarded a* a joke for two or three year» 
after the diwovery, and later a* a freak, i* now recognised a* one of the richest 
irrmanent «liver camp* on the American continent. Up to the .11*t of March la*t 
( '"liait had produced S.Vtt.tMMI.CMMI in etiver.

rf*‘

t ut*ALT, ONTARIO

The fir*t mining camp in Canada wa* the CariUm Placer*, et by
pritspector* from California. I.ater the Ko*»lan«l and «ither *ilver depo*ite were 
fourni in British Columbia. The gravi of Carilmu ha* U*en w a died «ml. Ro**l.uul 
i* still shipping wmie silver, but has «piieted «l«iwn to the condition* of a country

Canadian camp* have never I wen "tough" like the tr American mining
settlement*. l ew jivoplv ever "|m« k" gun*, and the *l«it m.nhinc i* u*uall> the limit 
of gambling During the wildest excitement in the Klondike, Dawson wa* a* sale a* 
Jerusalem. Due ipiiel, slender man with the wide hat and the red jacket of the 
North western Mounted Police, Uu ked b\ opinion and by the I knninion
Government ami reinforced by the authorilv and p iwur of tin Umpire, ha*
always Uvn able to keep in *ubmi**i«m the "Uul men" of the Canadian frontier.

There luxe never I wen seen in Canada the wild and woolly western ways that 
have Uvn proverbial in similar settlement* in the l nite«l State*, and the why and 
the wherefore are quc*iioit* that the Canadian* loxe to di*cu**.

Nothing i* in Khnulikc. The placer* arc washed out ; the surface has Uvn 
'tripjied; the output of gold which sprang fr«mi nothing to neailx I'jtl.tMNI.IMN) has
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fallen lu less than U'J.tNNMMN) during the la*I two year*. Mining i* now a question 
of machinery, ami while the geologists lielieve that vast riehe* an* Mill concealed 
in the rock* the Klondike i* no longer a plaie for poor men. It* hidden wealth can 
Ik* disclosed only by the une of large capital and expensive |>ower.

The population ha* dw indled. The City of Dawwm. which had îfO.OOOor 40,0011 
inhabitant* live year* ago, ha* le** than .1,000 now, and all great project* haw been 
wuepended.

The White Raw Radway from Skaguay to the White Horne Rapid* on the 
Yukon River continue* to lie operated for a di*tance of 110 mile*, and i* of great 
im|iortanvf. The com|iany ex|>ecicd to build down the river to l)aw*on, but hah 
Mopped work and i* awaiting future development*.

The railway commit tee of the Houwe of Common* of the Dominion |>arlinment lu*t 
winter re|w»rted a bill incor|»orating the Hriti*h Columbia and Dawwm Rail wax 
Company, with a capital of 110,000,tNMI and incorporator* front New York. Chicago. 
Montreal and Vancouver. The company expect* to build a line aliout 1.000 mile* 
long from Vancouver to Dawwm, and the Province of British Columbia ha* promised 
a lilieral subsidy in the way of a guarantee on interest, but the outlook in the Klondike 
i* wi diwouraging that the road i* not likely to lie built at present.

The Grand Trunk company ha* a similar concession for a line from llaxellon. 
B.C., northward into the Kl«. like, but Mr. Hay», the pre*ident, tell* me that 
nothing will lie done or thought of until it* transcontinental line i* completed and in 
operation. Then, he nay*, the Grand Trunk Company will be ready to tackle the 
Klondike problem and it* action will Ik- governed by development* between now and 
then.

All mining interest in Canada i* now centered in the Porcupine district, which i* 
in the Province of Ontario,‘northwest of Toronto, northeast of Like Huron and 
Georgian Bay, ami alwmt half-way between Lake Ontario and Jame*’ Bay, which i*a 
pin of lludwin Bay. The Porcupine diwtrict i* reached by a railroad built by the 
provincial government of ( hit .trio a* an extenwioii of the < trend Trunk System, which 
will some day come under control of the cum|iany by a lease and furnish a link 
between the transcontinental line from IJueliec to Winni|ieg. north of the Great 
Lake*, and the wait hern half of the ■ywtem, which extends from New London. Port 
land and {JiicIny to Toronto, Sarnia and Chicago.

The government mad, which i* called the Tcmi»kaming and Northern Ontario, i- 
alsiut 200 mile* long and extend* into a detiw forest where rich mine* were diwovered 
by accident several year* ago. The first discovery was near Lake Temagami, a 
l*»pular summering place.

When the grader* were at work .iIhuii .'HI mile* mirth of Lake Temagami, a 
blacksmith named l.a Row threw hi» hammer at a running rabbit hip|ied off a 
chunk of native nrk and picked up a piece of almost pun* native silver. That wa- 
the discover) of the faniou* l.a Rose Mine ind the lieginning of the Cobalt camp 
Within the next four year* the rock* in that neighborhood were capitalised at ulmut 
1500,000,0011.

• • •

Cobalt wa* unique. Path» of aim »M pun* silver, worn bright a* a dollar, |*il 
ished by the feet of pissing prospectors, pilgrim* an I touriwt*, were to lie seen on 
mon* than one claim. Two of these "silver sidewalk*," a* newspaper writer» havi 
• ailed them, wen* found on the very surface of the earth, in *hal!ow washes. In
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.pin- of wild-eat ting. ("oltali ha* produced million* of ounrat of silver vvvr>- year and 
forty |H-r cent. of it ha* gone to thv *harvholdvr* liy way of dividend*.

A year ago pro*|tevior* found free gold on Porcupine Creek and there wa* a 
stampede. Noltody ex|tcclcd to find gold in the heart of a hushed and heavily 
wooded wililerne**. The new vamp i* UNI mile* north of thv *ilver vamp of Colialt 
and lew* than JIM) mile* Ninth of llud*on Kay. Wonderful *|Navimen* of the yellow 
metal are to lie *een in gla** vase* in the loliliy of the King Kdward Motel in Toronto, 
where much of the "mining" i* done, a* well a* many of the miner*.

The Ontario (•overnmeni i* building a branch road from the main line of the 
Tcntiskaming and Northern Ontario to the gold vamp. It wa* nearly completed 
when one hot day la*t June thing* *uddenly beg.in to happen in the hemlock*.

The miner* went til the unmi*takable odor of the burning wood. The *ky 
I leva me gray, then yellow. Tree* began to *way. and then, with incredible swift ne**, 
a hurricane came with wing* of living lia me.

Kuvh |ia**ing moment *aw the gale increase until it wa* racing at the rate of 
»ixty mile* an hour. Wild animal* came tearing into the town a* the fieople hurried 
out. Fort mutely there wa* a lake clone by. Into thi* the scorched inhabitant* 
plunged, followed by black liear*. elk. deer and other wild animal* of the forest. The 
women and children iho*e who reached the water's edge were loaded into lioat* 
and rownl out into the middle of the lake.

Many men and women took refuge in the mine*, but the heat wa* *o intense that 
even the limiter* in the shaft* caught Are.

Where the limiter* did not burn the air wa* sucked up by the liante* and the 
refugee* perished front suffocation.

Around the lake rose a solid wall of lire KM) feet high. Fifteen minutes later the 
»hore wa* a blackened waste. I >ut of the lake a woman waded Itearing her 
in her arm*. Her husltand had perished in the Ha me*.

Hig Neil McDonald, of I ilvitgan , wa* lowered down a shaft when the heat *ub> 
*iiled. Six feet front the surface he found a young girl dead. Below her. on a little 
landing, a dead man *at hugging hi* dead child.

Eleven |ieri»hcd in thi* one shaft. When the Cdengary man emerged he
heard a voice « him. In a tent he an engineer stone blind. Ile let I hi*
friend stumbling from the ruin* and sent him to a hospital in New York, whence 
only a few days ago the engineer wired the man front < dengary :

Out of the hospital; can see; conte over and souse with me.
In a week they buried seven!) two Istdie* which the flame* had not consumed 

and were busy building a larger and a I tetter Porcupine. About all that wa* saved 
was I he gold. Inn a* that is everything at Porcupine, the camp will rise from its ashes 
and its |topul.ition will go on grubbing ami drilling for the preciou* metal. Already 
Porcupine ha* drawn professional miner* front nearly every camp in the civilised

To lie sure, all this wealth wa* hidden from the promoters of the Transconti­
nental Railway, but what they did ex|te« t, and what they counted on, was a vast ela>
I tell where men might carve out home* for themselves. This expectation ha* also 
come true. Careful surveys by the goxernmeitt have revealed a strip of almost level 
clay land l.Vl miles wide h\ IKMI mile* long east and west along the proposed line.

?•
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The (hitario government roa<l connects with the < irand Trunk Pacific at a place 
calleil Cochrane, alwi destroyed by the fire. Over 3,000 farmers have alreatlx 
•ettied in this far-north country, where the soil is exceeilingly fertile. The summers 
are short, to lie sure, hut the days are so long that the total numlier of hours of 
“sunshine" is equal to that of old Ontario where are to Ik* found some of the finest 
farms ami the last farmers on the continent.

In addition to the silver and gold, ami the agricultural wealth of Ontario, there is 
to lie fourni here, ami in the adjoining province of Quebec, the greatest pulpwood 
supply in the world. Through a thousand miles of almost unbroken forest this new 
national highway will run -all the way from the St. Lawrence at Queliec to the 
eastern edge of the prairies of Manitoba, ami it is to this vast source that new*|>n|)er* 
must look for their |w|M*r supply.

The famous nickel mines at Sudbury, proliably the greatest in the world, were 
discovered by a pari y of tie contractors in the employ of one of the railways.

The silver at Cobalt, as we have seen, was fourni by the blacksmith, I .a Rose, and 
vast cotd fields were uncovered by the engineers who were seeking a trail for the (irand 
Trunk Pacific in western Alberta.

The Ontario government railway, the Temisknming and Northern Ontario, is to 
lie extended due north some 200 miles to James' Bay, a part of Hudson Bay. When 
this is completed one will be able to reach Hudson Bay in less than two days front 
New York.

This railway, the property of the people, has assets and sources of revenue mu 
common to other railways. For instance, if mineral is found on the right of way the 
government exacts a royalty front the miner which is added to its earnings. All 
miners pay a royalty, and they are making Ontario a rich and prosperous province.

The railway is managed by a commission of shrewd, conscientious business men, 
and is said to Ik- almost entirely free from political entanglements.

RIVAL CANADIAN CITIES WILL JOIN 
IN A FEW' YEARS

Port Arthur Best Suited for Residence and Fort William for Business.
Both Crowing Rapidly.

Practically All of Northwest’s Harvest (ioes to Market Through Them.

Font William, Canada, Sept. 0, lull.—Until the main line from Queliec to 
Winnipeg north of the great lakes is completed the (irand Trunk Railway Compain 
will carry its |iassengers front Halifax, Portland, Providence, Quebec and Montreal 
to Winning and the western provinces by way of Toronto, Sarnia ami the Sault 
Ste. Marie. The company has a lleet of luxurious steamers, equipped with ever 
comfort sad convenience, and one of them, the llamonic, it asserts, is the largest an I 
fastest jMssenger steamer on the lakes.

The steamers sail three times a week between S.irnia, Fort William ami 
Duluth and from Col ling wood through the 3H.40!) islands of (leorgian Bay to th« 
same port». The (irand Trunk Railway recently has been completed from Fori
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William to Winnipeg, a distance of 4M miles, at a cost of 114,000,000 Freight 
trains have been running for nearly a year. Passenger trains will he put on next 
>pring.

Fort William and Port Arthur are twin cities and desperate rivals, very much like 
Duluth and Superior City, and are to Canada what those cities have hren for many 
\ears to the United States—the western termini of lake traffic and the entrepot for 
the grain from western Canada to Europe and the Atlantic ports. Port Arthur and 
Kurt William are on opposite sides of the same hay and are connected by a trolley 
line six miles long, which is owned jointly by the two municipalities.

Eventually the two cities will come together. Their extreme limits now are 
only three miles apart, and at the present rate of growth the dividing line soon will In* 
obliterated. Their interests should In* common instead of competitive, and both 
would be better off if they were one. Every expense of administration is duplicated 
now and a great deal of unnecessary money is spent to boost each in preference to 
the other, although neither is harmed thereby.

There is an "intercity council" which meets once a month to consider mutual 
interests and to arrange for teamwork. It has no legal status and is only advisory, 
hut whatever is recommended by the council usually is carried out, and it is the 
strongest influence towards amalgamation. The younger generation of the popu­
lation is in favor of union and predicts that it will take place "as w*m as a few old 
ones die off."

Port Arthur has 18,000 population; Fort William has a few short of ‘JO,000, 
and has doubled since 1900 and trebled since 1903, when it had only 6,491.

The twin cities are 200 miles northeast of Duluth, 280 miles northwest from the 
Soo and 450 miles by direct line from Winnipeg. Fort William has three 
railroads-the Canadian Pacific, the Canadian Northern and the (irand Trunk, which 
tame in last year. Port Arthur has two roads. The (irand Trunk has not been 
able to get in yet, but expects to very soon.

Whatever is said in approlration of either one of these twin cities applies to the 
other also, and any benefit that may follow will lie shared by both; but it is safe to 
discuss their respective individualities only on that lia sis.

Port Arthur has the more desirable situation for a residence city. Fort William 
ha» the greater commercial advantages Iwcause three rivers, all navigable, run 
through the town site, and there is a large area of level, unoccupied land surrounding 
it- There is room for fifty or sixty miles of docks on the hanks of these rivers, with 
manufactories liehind them, and some time they will In* occupied. The factories 
are turning in already.

Port Arthur is the more attractive in appearance. It treupies an unusually fine
I location —a broad amphitheatre, gradually rising from the shore of the tiay to a ridge 

I V) feet high, which encircles it. You seldom see so |N*rfect a natural site, and ulti­
mately the homes of the people who do business at Fort William will occupy those 
"tinny slopes.

Port Arthur has long lwen a favorite resort of tourists and the starting point of 
|i xt ursioita for Thunder Bay and various other interesting places on the north coast 
H I-»ke Superior. It has one of the most attractive hotels on the lakes, named after
II knlmr, ud li i- wtW puimltl by Arm rk mm

•i
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Kurt William mul»* hotel vvr> kidly. mi badly that stranger* who haw busim 
ihere put up at the l‘rince Arthur and go am»»» on the trolley.

K«»rt William ha» not mi much to look at a* Port Arthur, but in a ureal place f- r 
business, and »everal vast elevator» have I wen erected already on the liank* of tin 
Kaministiipiia River called the 'Kam" fur short which is naxigablc for eight mil* « 
• »a« k to a rapid», and further on i* a iremendoit» fall which i* gissl for AO,(NN) hor . 
|M»wer of electricity. Akiut 10,000 hor»e | lower alreadx ha» lwen developed. Twi 
other rivers, the Mi»»ion and the McKeller. also How into the liay, and are practical!' 
tributari«** of the ''Kam."

Fort William wa» named in MIA in honor of William Met iillivray. of the Hudson 
liay foivpanx which had a trading |m»»i here a* far liack a* 1771. In 17*2 its rival 
the Northwest Fur Trading Company, »ettle<l at Fort \\ also and the two
divided the traffic until they were amalgamate!I in 1*21.

Duluth, the French explorer, s|wnt a winter here in IfMMI. half a century later tin 
French government at Queliec built a fort and from that time il ha» I wen a place 
im|w»rtanee liecause it wa» the nearest |M»rt on tile great lake» to Hudson liay, Win 
ni|wg and other trading |»o»t» in northern and western Canada.

Furs were brought in b> trapper» to the prairie |M»»ts, |>acked into kile» ami 
»hip|wd to Fort William, whence the> were conveyeil down the lake» and the St 
Lawrence to Montreal and Quebec. The same burines» i» carried on to-day on .in 
even larger »cale than ever before, only the fur» are brought on railway train* ami 
are carried away on steel »tearner* instead of bin h kirk canoe».

A century ago the Roman Cat holie» established a mission hen- and a group of 1.* 
house» which were a |wrt of it an* still standing. The priest had a house of stone, 
which i* now used for office purisme», and then* was a large convent in which tb 
nuns used to teach the Indian mail lens to sew and cisik and say their prayers.

The <irand Trunk Railway Company knight I.AfNl acres of land from the mis­
sion vacant virgin soil, u|w»n which it i* building gn*al terminals and leasing »itv. 
for flour mills, r mills and other manufacturing industries. There alreadx .in­
dex en elevator* with a ca|iaciiy of jO.fMMl.tNN) bushel*. The t •rand 'Crunk e lex atm 
ha* a storage capacity of 2l,A0tl.U00 bushels and can unload 2AO cars of grain in a 
single ilay of ten hour». • • •

I'r.u tit ally all of the Canadian harxest that diw* not go to \linnea|wilis awl 
Duluth finds its way to market through the elevator* at Fort William, and the voliuw 
of traffic is increasing in a marvelous manner. In I1MMI the grain handled wa» 
1.0121,011 bushel» and 2iA0,H|N tons of other freight. In 1010 the grain handled wa» 
7M.2lMl.fl7A and 21,207,*20 ton* of other freight.

In 11MIA more than 12,000 tons of steel rail* were handled here; in 1010 the iota 
wa* 120,072 ton». In I00A the coal shipment* through Fort V amounted t- 
NI7 MM) ton in 1910 iht total « ta i MMÜ

"Che big (urge* that carry away the wheat bring coal for a return cargo, ju«> a» 
they do at Duluth. Indeed, it may lie *aid that the commerce and the method- 
Fort William and Fort Arthur are identical with those of Duluth and Superior < it' 
These twin town* are at the navigation on the Canadian shore with all tb
wheat field» of western Canada Is-hind them and enormous tracts of timla*r to fur u»h 
freight. » • •

There is therefore an opporiunity for all kind* of mechanical enterprise, w 
having a dear field and a vacant area to work in the liraml Trunk Compai x i*
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arranging il* dock* ami warehouse* in a methodical mannvr ami with a view lu the 
• la—ification of fuiurv imlu*irii‘*. Thvrv art dock* fur ore*. «nhcr* for coal, lumlier 
ami merchandise, ami manufactories jiertaining tu car h industry an* lu In* located
I s-idc ihvm.

Already .1 new mill fur furnishing hardwmid flooring, molding ami other lini*hing 
material fur builder* i* in operation and i* working up a million feet of lumlier a da>. 
The entire oui put i* distributed in western Canada. W inning i* ihv largv*i von- 
-timer, hui. viiriou*ly enough, the raw material vome* from the I'niled Slate*; ihv 
•Mk from Tenneaare, the walnut from Indiana, the maple from Mivhigan and the 
mahogany i* brought up from Mobile and New < Mean* to Chicago ami whipped from 
there by Ihmi.

UBANtl TU NK I'V IMt KI.KX AToB*. I <»* I WILLI AW, ONT.

I he new mill i* entirely fireproof ; the wall* and the lluor* are of concrete and I lie 
machinery I» of the latest description. I even *aw a Burroughs adding machine on 
tin dock* tallying the bundle* of ll« wiring a» I hex were stowed aw ax in a car.

A big pi|ie factor)’ i* going up which will emplox .Kill men. and the International 
Harvester Company i* building a warehouse 'JIMI feet *tptare for the distribution of 
mat hinery among it* agencie* in western Canada, which will lie brought up by I mat 
from Chicago.

I he ( i ram I Trunk i* building four mile* of concrete disk* with concrete ware 
houses which will lie equipped with machinery for loading and unloading, and eight 
dredge* are at work digging a twenty-five-foot channel, which, however, is paid for b> 
the Dominion government. The government recently has let a contract for a break 
«.Her 4.inn) feet long to protect the shipping at I'ort Arthur. The dredging com|wnx 
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Two litg rlevator* and a dry dix:It at Port Arthur are owned and operated bx 
American capital, and a ship yard that began burine»» la*t May ha» (KHI men on th« 
pay roll. The concern i* equipped to build everything that float», from a gaeolim 
launch to a 10.000-ton ore I large or pa*»engcr *t earner. It ha» a concrete dry dock 
700 feet long. 125 feet wide at the top and HA feet wide at the liottom. The dock wa* 
created from a natural cavity in the rock», which wa* bla»ted into »ha|ir ami evened 
up with concrete.

You thus will realixe that big thing* are going on here already and that greater 
thing» will happen in the future, a* in Duluth and Superior City. AM the peepera 
t ion» are upon a massive acale.

Port Arthur wa* only a rvmiitisrenee in IHH4 w hen the Canadian Pacific Railnwl 
«electtil it a» the terminal for it» lake steamer* and it* railway from Winnipeg. The 
Canadian Northern came a few year» later for the same reason». ami the Grand 
Trunk Itecauæ of the natural advantage*.

In 1910 the wheat crop in the Dominion wa* 117,IN Ml,000 bushel* ami near I \ 
HO.tMMI.OOO bushel* went to market t hi» way. Thi» year a crop of 200.fKMI.lMIO bushel- 
of wheat alone is expected and three-fourth* of it will be handled by the elevator* at 
this place. Next year the crop will lie 300,(MM),000 bushel» ami will continue to 
increase as new farms are taken up in Canada, until, according to the judgment • 
those who know best. 1,000,000,000 bushels of wheat alone, without including other 
grains, will be harvested by the Canadian farmers, and IMMI.000,000 bushels will lie 
transferred from railway cars to steamers by the elevators on the Kaministiquia. the 
Mi»rion and the Me Keller Rivers at this port.

This grain is handled by the same kind of I urges that go to Duluth ami Superior 
for wheat and iron ore, but they often come light liecause the demand for coal in thi* 
country is not so great as it is in Minnesota. The new crop liegins to move alsmt 
Sept. I, when every railway car and every boat that is available i* pressed into the 
service ami kept busy until the close of navigation. The wheat keeps coming ill 
winter and next spring will find 3(I.(MM),(MMI bushels stored in the elevators at Fort 
William and Port Arthur for shipment as soon as navigation open*.

There ha* been a remarkable improvement in the grain liarges, which now earn 
as much as 12.000 tons and are fitted up with wireless telegraphy, which is a gn u 
convenience in more respects that one. All the wrecking outfit* are rimilarlx 
equipped ami ran get news of a w reck within a few hour* after it occurs ami start !<• 
the rescue. In the old day* they would wait until a Ixiat was overdue ami then ecm! 
out a tug in search of it. To-day there are so many vessels on the lakes that one i- 
always in sight, and after a gale the survivors are on the looluait for disaster* awl 
when they learn of one notify the neare*t wrecking station.

Fort William is furnished with a water supply by a singular ('rak of nut un 
Immediately back of the city rises to a height of I,AIM) feet Mount Markay, a rugi;vil 
pile of rocks which slopes gradually liark into the forest. Within a short distance 
from the rim is a lake ten miles long and averaging three mile» wide of pure cold water 
fed from spring» at the bottom. This has lieen tapped by a tunnel ami the water i* 
now distributed to the city with a pressure strong enough to force it to the roof of 
the highest elevator. The supply is sufficient for a half million people.

Both municipalities own their water works, their electric light plant* ami • »" 
the trolley lines in |tartnership, under a contract for eight year».



LETTERS ON CANADA, BY WILLIAM E. CURTIS

WONDER FOREST LINES NEW ROAD OF 
GRAND TRUNK

I uke* E*tension Pierces Virgin Wilderness of Unlimited Wealth.
Pulp W ill Last Forever

Romance of Frontier to be Seen in Vast Region From Superior to Arctic 
Circle.

W'lNMlMtti, Sept. 10, Hill. The («ratal Trunk Kailwa\ line from Fort William 
on l.ake Superior to Winnipeg i* lini-livd ami freight train* have been running over it 
for several months, but |ia**e:iger train* will not In- put on until spring. The track 
passe* through a wild and wonderful country. For three-fourth* of the distance it 
traverse* a continuous spruce forest nearly four hundred mile* wide, stretching from 
the (ireat l ake* to the Arctic Circle. Aliout sixty mile* east of Winni|ieg the train 
emerges front thi* forest and enters a prairie *imilar to those of Northern Minnesota 
and North Dakota.

on rut (•rasp rat nk fa< trie, i.akk mpkriur rranch

The new*|M|N‘rsof America, and those of Kngland also, w hich get a greater part of 
their |taper supply on thi* side of the Atlantic, need not worry about the future, 
l b* M- forests of spruce trees from w hich wood pulp i* made are practicullv exhaust - 
le*', and can In* the source of |»cr|ietunl wealth liecause the tree* grow rapidly. and 
if the mature one* are cut by selection nature will replace them as fast a* tin \ arc 
needed. With methodical « and care the supply of wood pulp from the fore*t* 
"f Canada will la*t forever. MethiMlical and scientific selection ha* already been 
adopted in Maine, the White Mountain* of New Hampshire and other source* of 
supply within the United States, and the experiment* in reforestation here are 
entirely satisfactory. The forests north and west of the Great Lake* have never 
hern touched. Not a cord of wood pulp material ha* ever lieen *hip|ied out of them; 
ln-nce, when the owners liegin to draw upon it they can start even and give the tree* 

1 hanre to serve them faithfully, a* they will if permitted.

1
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The territory between Fort William and prairies east of Winnipeg, which i» 
approximately >100 miles wide, is railed “the bridge" by railway officials, heratiM- 
heavy traffic comes from Isith ends, but no freight, except railway construction 
supplies, is received or delivered within that entire district. Therefore, the through 
traffic must maintain the road, and it is very likely to do so. A hundred million 
bushels of wheat or more will have to lie hauled through these woods to Fort William, 
and a corresjionding quantity of lumlier, while coal and general merchandise will till 
the west-liound cars.

There are only a few hundred permanent r *sidcnt* in all this territory, not 
counting the pnw|x*ctotrs and the employees of lumlier camps. There an* trace* •( 
minerals everywhere, but thus far no deposits worth working have been found. It 
should Ik* remembered, however, that the ('olialt silver mines, which have pai«l 
$50,000,000 in dividends during the last five or six years, and the Porcupine gold 
camps an* in just such a limiter country as this, and there is no telling what the 
prosjiector* may discover.

The only town is ( ira ham, named after the Minister of Railways in the Dominion 
cabinet at Ottawa. It is situated alsiut half way between Lake Su|ierior and Win- 
nijieg, and is the division headquarters of the (iraltd Trunk Pacific Railway. The 
IMipulation is between 400 and .too, almost altogether railway men and their families, 
with a few prospectors and timber cruisers who an* coming and going. There .irr 
two hotels, four |toolrooms, a public dance house, ten stores ami a few dwelling», 
all of fresh uiqiainted pine bnanls or logs. The railway management will endeaux 
to have the license n*voked, liecause its employees, with the exception of a few miners 
and lumliermen, an* the only |ier*on* affected.

This country will Ik* a jiopular resort one of these days. This entire forest, which 
as I have said, extends from the great lakes to Hudson's Bay, and for 500 or 000 milt*» 
east and west, is full of lakes and ponds and they an* filled with fish. Herds of mom* 
and carilMiu an* wandering through the wilderness. There wen* a few red deer, but 
the moose have driven them out. Bear* and timln*r wolves are numenni* and occa­
sionally a wild cat is shot. Then* an* no shooting or fishing clubs, and the mih 
human habitations area few cottages owned by Canadians who come here to spend 
the summer.

The Ojibway Indians formerl) owned and ixvupicd all this territory. Tht 
travelled alxiut in canoes, making | tort ages from lake to lake along a dozen fixed trail» 
They went as far north as Hudson Bay, hunting and trapping, and sold their fur» I 
to the Hudson's Bay Company at Fort William, which was the meeting point of tlv j 
east and west trailers. There is still a regular canoe route from Lake Su|K*rior i j 
Lake Winni|K*g, the Lake of the WinmIs and Hudson Bay, and it follows the > 
kalchewan River to the Risky Mountains, where an easy |iortage leads to tk ! 
Columbia River, which is o|k*ii to Portland, Oregon. Thousand have |>a**cd at ro»* j 
the continent that way.

double.
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When the pro|*i*ition for a second transcontinental railroail was Iwfon tk 1 
Canadian |>arliament those op|sised to the scheme argued that Northern Ontario wi* I
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a wort hie** wilderness of muskeg. anil that thv ro.nl would never pay. Alioiit thin 
lime the Ontario government liegan building a colonization road from North Hay, 
which wan the northern terminus of the (irand Trunk System. North of thin was 
only silence and a waving wilderness.

Muskeg is the terror of Canadian railway I milder*. It lea speck* of elastic peat, 
found through the forests In-tween Hudson's Hay and the great lakes, and east of the 
prairies. The muskeg swamps may Ik- dencrilieri as Ixittomless. They create the 
most difficult problem of railway construction ever encountered in Canada. In 
eastern Manitolia thousands of train loads of rock and gravel have liven duni|icd into 
muskegs, only to sink and force the musky substance out on either side of the right 
of way. In early days an ingenious engineer conceived the idea of building emliank- 
mentsof sawdust. The light material Hoated on the surface, and after a while they 
gradually liegan to dump stone, gravel and other heavier material tqion it. This 
was so well sustained by the sawdust that he was able finally to lay ties and rails 
across the cmlmnkmcnt. A |ieculiar effect of this long stretch of muskeg was what is 
known to railway builders as a creeping track. A long and loaded freight train 
lussing over this elastic roadlied would drag along the track with it. The next train 
in the opposite direction would drag it back, so that it never reallx got very far 
away. The movement in the direction of the train, that is, th • "creep," was front 
eight to ten inches.

After the road had been in operation for twenty years it l mini me necessary to 
double-track the line. The track u|ton the original sawdust grade had I wen "liehav- 
ing splendidly," and to insure a foundation the grade iqion which the second track 
was to lie laid was corduroyed with small logs altout fifteen feet long, and iqion this 
foundation the engineers liegan to build, but when the line was completed the weight 
of the first train squashed the whole thing out on Ixith sides and the corduroy road 
-hifted from a horizontal to |ier|iendicular |>o*ition, so that it looked like a row of

The muskeg is peculiar to northern Canada, where the lakes are so numerous, 
•old it is sup|M»sed to lie caused by decayed vegetation filling up the water holes. 
I here are thousands of square miles of it south of Hudson Hay. and sometime what 

•* now considered a nuisance and an obstacle to civilization will liecome a source 
<»f enormous wealth.

The geological survey of the Dominion government estimates that the muskeg 
I peat I * igs cover an area of approximately Ml,INN) square miles, from which "JH.IMNI, 

•00.000 toes at foal eoak) be produced, wbteb U equivalent to 14,000,000,000 to# of 
•<mI. md the officials are now conducting practical cx|ierimvnts near Caledonia 
s|»rings, in Prescott County, Ontario. They have brought from Ireland and Norway 

I a plant of the most modern machinery for drying and compressing the decayed vege- 
! iatn.n known as peal and now have a plant capable of producing thirty tons of com 
I pi. .1 brick per day They al-o have a fuel testing outfit, a peat ga- producer; and 
I ""I" trie plant which is now being used for tests of the productive power of |>< .it both 
I and electricity and electrical força If time eapariawnf coot low to bi .i-
I tor) is they havi bean up to dntt i ii« fwmari of Ontario viH bt no longw
I 1 ukut upon • ",ii supplied ii"m Pennsylvania OMo end I Wools, btrt vW draw
|d" fuel from the muskegs that lie at their very doors.

■T
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The demonstration of the power producing capacity of peat shows that it has an 
energy of at least 50 per cent, of ordinary bituminous coal from Ohio, Indiana or 
Illinois. It cannot be used in locomotives very well, or in steamers or any other place 
where space is a consideration, because a ton of peat will occupy five or six times 
as much room as a ton of coal. But here is an unexpected source of wealth.

About sixty miles east of Winnipeg the railroad leaves the forest and enters upon 
a prairie that is as fiat as the traditional pancake and covered with the rich, black soil 
that produces the celebrated “No. 1 hard" wheat. The first town out of the woods is 
Gougald, with 400 or 500 population, and from thereon, at intervals of five or six 
miles, is a string of villages, each with an elevator or two and surrounded by yellow 
fields that skirt the horizon.

At an entirely new town called Transcona—an abbreviation of the word “trans­
continental"—the Grand Trunk Railway has reproduced its shops at Battle Creek, 
Mich., enlarged 30 per cent., at a cost of between $4,000,000 and $5,000,000. The\ 
represent the last word in railway machine shops and are being equipped with the 
most modern machinery and apparatus that can be procured in England, Scotland, 
Canada and the United States. All the work will be done by electricity except that 
of the hydraulic machinery. The shops cover an area of 2,000 by 1,200 feet. They 
are entirely fireproof and are built of concrete, cream-colored brick and steel. A 
smokestack of reinforced concrete is 200 feet high. All the floors and stairways arc 
of concrete. Fifty per cent, of the roof is skylight, 80 per cent, of the walls are 
windows and every part of the establishment is arranged so that it can be extended 
whenever necessary.

The shops arc fitted for the repair and construction of railway cars and locomo­
tives. Twenty-five locomotives can be handled at one time, and the car shops have 
a capacity of ten coaches and twenty-five freight cars a day. The engines represent 
3,200 horse power, and when works are in full blast a force of 3,000 men will be 
required.

The midway crane, which runs between all of the shops with one straight turn- 
way 1,200 feet long, is seventy-three feet wide and is strong enough to lift a locomotive 
and carry it from any part of the establishment to another as easily as a housewife 
carries her market basket on her arm.

The water supply comes from the Red River. A put iping station six miles dis­
tant, keeps a concrete tank holding 2,000,000 gallons full.

A new town is growing up around the shops. It covers about two square miles 
and belongs entirely to the Grand Trunk Railway Company. The only inhabitants 
at present are workmen in the shops and those who are dependent upon them. Win n 
the place is in full blast with its 3,000 employees Transcona will be quite a popular 
city. The work of construction was begun in 1909 and the shops will be completed 
next year. They are by no means so large as many of the great railway building 
establishments in the United States, but everything is of the latest pattern.
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WINNIPEG HONORS AMERICAN CONSUL 
FOR HELPING CITY

Canadians Consider J. W. Taylor Pioneer Chief in Promoting Manitoba.
Call on Jones Unique.

Only Diplomat Who Officiated at Birth of Child as Part of His Duty.

Winnipeg, Sept. 10, 1911.—The walls of the main corridor of the city hall in 
Winnipeg arc hung with portraits of men who have ruled over that wonder city. The 
only exceptions arc two full-length figures which hang in the centre of the rows. 
All the others are of busts only.

One of the life-size figures is a presentment of Major Henry M. Arnold, com­
mander of the Ninetieth Regiment. Winnipeg Rifles, who, as the inscription tells us, 
was killed at the battle of Paardebcrg, in South Africa, in 1900, and the portrait is a 
tribute from a common council of the city to his memory and a recognition of his 
patriotism and valor.

The other large portrait is of James W. Taylor, for many years United States con­
sul at this place, who, everybody will tell you, did more in early days to promote the 
interests of Winnipeg and Manitoba than any other single man of any race or nation­
ality. This picture was painted and hung in this conspicuous place by order of the 
city council as a recognition of the obligations of Winnipeg to Mr. Taylor. It has 
the place of honor in the municipal portrait gallery.

The first American consul in Western Canada was Oscar Malmros, who came in 
lKti9 and remained two years. Mr. Taylor succeeded him in 1871 and remained in 
charge of the consulate until his death in 1889, eighteen years. Mr. Taylor was a 
newspaper editor in Ohio and an intimate friend of the late Jay Cooke, who proposed, 
promoted and partly built the Northern Pacific Railroad. It was the failure of his 
hanking house in Philadelphia which precipitated the terrible panic of 1873. During 
the civil war Cooke was a financial reservoir of great strength and constancy to the 
government, and his bank handled the greater part of the war bonds issued during 
Lincoln's administration. He was an intimate friend of Chief J ustice Chase and had 
confidential relations with all the great statesmen of the day.

Mr. Taylor first came to Canada in 1862 with a party of surveyors who were 
selecting a route for a telegraph line to encircle the globe. General Anson Stager, 
then superintendent of the Western Union Telegraph Company at Cleveland and 
afterward general manager at Chicago, was one of the promoters of this enterprise 
and organized the company which strung a wire through Canada and proposed to do so 
through Alaska, across the Behring Strait, into Siberia and thence to St. Peters­
burg and Europe. The survey was made and a line undoubtedly would have been 
built had not Cyrus W. Field been successful in laying the Atlantic cable.

During his observations in what was then known as the northwestern provinces 
"I Canada Mr. Taylor recognized, with the eye of a prophet, the possibilities of the
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country, and from that time until his death he was the most enthusiastic and per­
sistent boomer of the Canadian Northwest. He was an orator of remarkable talent, 
always in demand for speeches at banquets and other public occasions, and described 
with vivid eloquence the glories ami the wealth of the Canadian prairies. His pre­
dictions concerning the future of this country were considered fantastic in those days, 
but every word of his prophecies has been more than fulfilled; and although his 
dreams were beyond credulity, they did not encompass one-half of the actual realities 
that exist to-day.

-

PORTAGE AVENUE, WINNIPEG, MAN.

Tw'o or three years after his return from the telegraph survey Mr. Taylor was 
sent up into Western Canada in the interest of Jay Gould to look over the country and 
report to the Northern Pacific Company concerning the prospect of getting traffic 
for that road from this part of North America. His reports were printed, but unfor­
tunately the edition was very small and copies are now very rare and valuable. I can 
find trace of only one in the entire City of Winnipeg, and that has been mislaid. 
The industrial commission composed of the business men of Winnipeg might reprint 
that book as an example of American prophecy.

Mr. Taylor was the intimate friend of Mgr. Tache, the first archbishop of western 
Canada and a man who exercised a great influence in those days. He also was a 
personal friend of Louis Riel, who organized a rebellion of French Canadians and 
Indians in the northwestern provinces against the confederation—the present form 
of government of the Dominion of Canada, which was organized in the early ’70s. 
Riel was hanged in Winnipeg and his body is buried in the churchyard of St. Boniface, 
on the opposite side of the river.
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The friend of every citizen of Canada, Taylor knew everybody in the Red River 
Valley and was universally beloved. He was a thorough student, an encyclopedia of 
facts, and impressed everybody by his sincerity, his dignity, his kindly disposition 
and his broad views. He appears in the portrait as a refined, white-haired gentle­
man in a frock coat, a white tie, a dignified pose and a serene and amiable expression of 
countenance.

Mr. Taylor was the first man to demonstrate that wheat would grow in Canada. 
He sent seed year after year to every part of the Dominion west of the great lakes, 
and the farmers would return samples of the harvest to him regularly in order that 
he might proclaim the possibilities of wheat culture which have been fulfilled many­
fold beyond his predictions. He sent seed to a missionary at Port Revolution, on the 
Great Slave Lake, in latitude 62 degrees, 800 miles north of Winnipeg, who demon­
strated that wheat could be grown there, although everybody but Taylor pronounced 
the suggestion preposterous.

His fad was botany. He wrote a great deal on that subject, lie knew every 
flower on the prairies of Western Canada and was familiar with their habits. It was 
his custom in the spring to gather the first wild flowers that were seen in Winnipeg. 
He would start out early in the morning to the nooks where he knew they might be 
found, and when he brought his basket full of blossoms home would leave clusters at 
the doors of his chosen friends. To-day the first wild flowers that open their eyes in 
the neighborhood of Winnipeg are gathered and laid as tribute of affection before his 
portrait in the corridor of the city hall.

Mr. Taylor remained as consul at Winnipeg until his death in an accident on a 
railroad train near Pembina. The entire population followed him to his grave.

There have been many consuls general since Taylor’s time, but none more ener­
getic and active in promoting and defending the interests of his fellow countrymen 
than the present incumbent of the office, Dr. John E. Jones, of Washington, D.C., 
where he is better known as “Nippo” Jones, and his acquaintance is almost universal. 
Jones is a medical doctor by education, but was enticed into journalism, and for 
years was connected with the Evening Star until his appointment as consul at Win­
nipeg during McKinley's administration.

Since then he has been a guide and guardian to hundreds of thousands of 
Americans who have crossed the line to worship that fickle goddess fortune upon the 
prairies of Manitoba, Alberta and Saskatchewan. Jones’ office is a busy place, and 
more things are happening there, perhaps, than in any other American consulate.

And Jones has had some extraordinary experiences in association with the large 
American contingent, which constitutes 30 per cent, of the population of Winnipeg 
and the country round about. A recent incident in his official career without doubt 
is the most extraordinary that ever occurred in a consular office.

As a rule, the consular service is monotonous, but now and then it is very 
exciting. Some of our.representatives have had hair-raising encounters and thrilling 
adventures. When Captain Frank H. Mason, consul general at Paris, who is the 
greatest and the best of them all and the ideal American gentleman, writes the 
reminiscences of his career of thirtyr-five years behind a consular desk the world 
will have some entertaining reading.

He and many of his colleagues, living and dead, have hunted up lost husbands, 
have reconciled marital infelicities, have taken charge of kidnapped babies, have

01
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recovered eloping daughters, have prevented duels, have rescued victims from 
gambling hells and worse places, have heard confessions from the lips of dying fugi­
tives from justice, have served as godfathers and groomsmen, have delivered 
addresses of congrat ulation to brides, and have read the burial services over the grave­
side of homeless wanderers.

They have been guardians to millionaire minors, have dealt out pocket money to 
schoolgirls, have sheltered maidens who have been wronged, have carried on nego­
tiations with bandits, have kept boarding-house agencies for American tourists, have 
found music teachers and governesses for American misses, have collected the debts 
of French milliners and dressmakers, and have even hunted up the lost baggage of 
inexperienced pilgrims.

Hector di Costro, at Rome, once protected a cardinal from blackmail and exposed 
a negro valet from South Carolina who was being entertained in Rome as an Indian 
maharajah; but Jones beats them all. And this is the story :

Not long ago, while the consul-general was sitting serenely in his sanctum, a 
gentleman called to request his presence at the bedside of an American lady in 
Winnipeg, who wished to see him upon a matter of the gravest importance and 
delicacy.

Jones grabbed his hat, stuck his head through a crack in the door, told the clerks 
in the office that he would be back in a few moments, and followed his caller to an 
automobile that stood throbbing at the curbstone. In less time than it takes to 
tell he was ushered into the sick chamber of a commodious and comfortable home 
and found, reclining upon a couch, a very intelligent and attractive woman, who 
informed him promptly that she was an American citizen living in Canada, and 
desired that a child of which she expected soon to become the mother should be born 
under such conditions and circumstances that no question could be raised hereafter 
concerning its citizenship, so that, if it happened to he a boy, it would be eligible to 
the presidency of the United States.

Jones said that was easy, and proceeded to take charge of the situation. The 
lady insisted that her motherhood should occur while she was wrapped in the Stars 
and Stripes, and before she got through with Jones, having learned by the facile 
manner in which he made the arrangements that he had been a famous baby doctor 
himself, she insisted that he should assist at the performance, and he did.

The boy, whose name should and probably will be George Washington, was born 
between two flags of the United States and was assisted into this world by the 
consul general of that country. I have known several consuls who have married and 
buried American citizens and stood godfathers at christenings, but Jones holds the 
record on bornings.

This incident beats any I have ever heard in the way of consular experiences. 
Until that future President was born the record in funny situations was held by the 
late George W. Roosevelt, a gallant soldier and genial gentleman, who was consul at 
Brussels for many years. An itinerant troop of American freaks and actors was once 
stranded in Brussels while Roosevelt was in charge there, the managers having gone 
entirely broke.

In order to keep out of jail for debt they sold everything they had to sell to a 
Frenchman in the same business, including the Siamese twins; two—or if you insist 
upon it, one—colored girl with two heads, four arms, and only one body and pair of
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legs. She (or they) if you please, could sing, play the piano and converse fluently in 
French and English, and was the best paying card in the “aggregation."

They had been leased from their parents, in North Carolina for so much a month 
and expenses. The showman had been sending the rentals regularly and treating the 
girls as kindly as might be expected.

They were attended by a colored “mammy" who was devoted to them, and 
discovered they had been sold like slaves to a stranger. Acting upon the advice of 
the man who ate fire in the company—he also being an American—she took the girl 
(or girls) to the American consulate and appealed to Roosevelt for protection. 
The consul made an investigation with his usual energy, had the sale declared void, 
and got an order from the court appointing him guardian of the freak, and the show­
men who had made the trade were expelled from the country.

Then Roosevelt’s troubles began. He could not discover the whereabouts of the 
parents; he could not get any information whatever about them, except that they 
lived somewhere in North Carolina, and that the American showman had been 
sending them $50 a month regularly.

Roosevelt made the cables hot with messages to the Department of State at 
Washington without results, and he kept those girls (or girl) in the consulate for 
more than six weeks before he could get rid of them. Finally he received instructions 
from the Secretary of State to ship them to New York in charge of their “mam my," 
with the understanding they they would be placed in a benevolent institution until 
their parents could be found.

YANKEE INDUSTRY BUILDS CITIES ON 
CANADIAN WASTES

Winnipeg and Others in Wheat District Show Marvelous Growth.
Pour Wealth Into Land.

Americans Who Crossed Border Take Out $157,266,000 Cash in Five Years.

Winnipeg, Sept. 11, 1911.—The people of Winnipeg love to compare their city 
with Chicago, and there arc many points of resemblance, including keen prairie 
winds and dust that gets into the eyes and ears. The early development of both 
cities was strikingly similar; their growth in wealth and trade and industries has been 
almost parallel, although Winnipeg has had the benefit of many advantages that did 
not exist when Chicago was young, and that have hastened things along, and have 
made the building up of a city much easier than it was fifty or sixty years ago -such 
as electricity for light and power and modern devices for the construction of buildings 
and railroads and streets. The multiplication of methods to save labor and promote 
economy have all been in favor of Winnipeg, and the eagerness of the leaders here to 
utilize every facility for saving labor and doubling values has been quite as great as 
was ever shown in Chicago.

Winnipeg, however, is no longer a mushroom town. The mushroom town that 
sprung up here twenty-five years ago has practically disappeared and has been 
replaced by blocks of solid buildings of excellent architectural taste and handsome 
residences surrounded by lawns and flowers and foliage and plants, equal to the homes
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of any of our cities of similar size. In churches, schools, libraries, theatres, and all 
other signs by which the culture of a city may be measured, Winnipeg is abreast of 
Los Angeles, Minneapolis, Portland, Seattle, and other fast growing cities in the 
United States.

Winnipeg claims to be the fastest growing city in the world. One reads that 
assertion in many forms and many places. It claims a population of 175,000 in 
the city proper and 25,000 more in the immediate suburbs, although the exact figures 
have not been announced. The census was taken in August and the results will l>e 
known very shortly. Last year it is estimated that 21,000 people were added to the 
total, and 3,010 new buildings were erected at a cost of $15,110,540 which is equiva­
lent to more than $1,000 per capita of the population. The bank clearings jumped 
from $100,050,720 in 1001 to $053,415,281 in 1010, and the total for the first six

NEW GRAND TRUNK PACIFIC UNION STATION, WINNIPEG, MAN.
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months of the year 1011 was $487,310,500, which indicates that the total for the 
twelve months of 1011 will be nearly a thousand million dollars.

The assessed valuation of the real estate in Winnipeg has been advanced from 
$25,077,400 to $172,677,250 in ten years, and tin- tax rate fur 1911 is 1314 mills on 
the dollar.

The population of Winnipeg forty years ago (in 1871) was 215 persons, nearly all 
of whom were trappers, hunters and employees at Fort Garry, one of the important 
posts of the Hudson Bay Company.

In 1874, when the town was incorporated, there were 1,809 people within its 
limits. In 1885 these had increased to 39,384. Progress was slow for the next few 
years, and until 1901 Winnipeg languished, but then the great boom commenced 
and the population jumped from 42,140 in 1901 to 101,057 in 1906, 151,450 in 1910, 
and, according to the estimates of those who know best, there are now 175,000 within 
the city limits.
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A large part of this increase is due to immigration from our western states. 
During the year 1910 there were 208,794 arrivals in Western ("an ida, of whom 
103,798 came from the United States and 59,790 from Great Britain and Ireland. 
Of these, it is believed, at least 20,000 settled in Winnipeg. During the month of 
July last 29,291 aliens arrived, and for the first six months of 1911 the total was 
182,739, showing a more rapid increase this year than ever before, and 08.812 were 
Americans.

My first visit to Winning was in 1877, the year that the railroad from St. Paul 
was opened, and the town was half tents and half shanties, but it was already selected 
by fate as one of the “future great cities of the world" and the price of town lots was 
elevated accordingly. Nearly as much area as is occupied by the city at present had 
already l)cen plotted and “additions" were being filed at the recorder’s office every 
day or two. Streets led from prairie to prairie for many miles in every direction and 
out of sight. Town lots were sold at auction in a big tent every night to excited 
bidders with scenes like those witnessed on the board of trade in Chicago or the stock 
exchange in New York when something has hit the market. If a new building was 
projected, no matter how insignificant, the prices of land in its vicinity would go up 
several points. Rumors of future building operations and other enterprises would 
stimulate the demand for real estate in that neighborhood beyond credulity. Lots 
were sold by numbers, squares and subdivisions.

Before the auction began each evening those who had a proposition to offer 
handed a written description of the property to the auctioneer. The same lot would 
be bought and sold often several times during the week at prices fluctuating according 
to the rumors and reports concerning improvements. Sometimes the lists of property 
offered at auction would be so long as to keep the auctioneer busy until after mid­
night and the buyers and sellers in most of the transactions never saw the land that 
they bought and sold.

A venerable gentleman from an eastern city, an elder in a Presbyterian church, of 
very high standards of morality and business scruples, became so excited with the 
spirit of speculation that he bid in a lot one night and offered it for sale the night 
following, making a profit of $49. We had a good deal of fun with him about his 
gambling propensities, and his Presbyterian conscience was actually very uneasy over 
his fall from grace, although he pretended to regard the transaction as an innocent 
joke. The next day being Sunday we all went to church, and, to our surprise, the 
old gentleman dropped Dominion bank bills of an amount equal to the profit of his 
real estate gambling in the plate as it was passed around. That seemed to ease his 
conscience and serve as an atonement for his sins, but such a wad of money dropped 
upon the contribution plate by a stranger caused a sensation among the officers 
of the mission and the donor was immediately identified by the usher who took the 
collection.

The consequence was that the pastor—1 think his name was Rev. Mr. Rolx-rt- 
son—appeared at the hotel that afternoon to pay his respects and to thank the 
stranger for his munificent gift to the slender treasury of the mission. An explanation
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was made and a generous check of untainted money toward the erection of a proper 
church was left in the hands of Mr. Robertson before his departure.

Winnipeg, however, is not the only rapidly growing town in Western Canada. 
The population of the twelve largest cities in the three prairie provinces has doubled 
during the last five years. Although they are not so large, several have grown faster 
than Winnipeg, and the increase in one case has been more than 900 per cent. Here 
is a list of the twelve largest cities of Western Canada and their population in 1901 
and 1910:

1901 1910
Brandon................................... 5,620 13,500
Calgary..................................... 4,091 46,000
Edmonton................................ ........................ 2,626 27,500
Fernie..................................... 1.873 6,000
1 .cthbridge.................... 2,072 13,000
Medicine Hat........................... 1,570 5,300
Moose Jaw................................ 1,558 15,000
Portage la Prairie ........................ 3,901 7,500

1,785 8,000
Regina...................................... ........................ 2,249 17,000
Saskatoon................................. 113 15,000
Winnipeg.................................. 42,340 150,000

All these towns are brand new. They have sprung up from the prairies within 
the last few years, and most of them are settled very largely by immigrants from 
Iowa, Minnesota, the Dakotas and other northwestern states. This accounts for 
the decrease in the population of Iowa, which is shown by the census of 1910 to have 
nearly 8,000 less inhabitants than in 1900. Many farmers and sons of farmers have 
sold their high-priced lands in Iowa and have moved across the border into Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan and Alberta, where they have taken up homesteads, bought farms 
outright or have gone into the manufacturing or commercial business, where the 
opportunities are considered better than those offered in the United State . Nearly 
one-half of the population of Saskatchewan Province are of that class of Americans, 
the very best material for building up a city or a state; and, what is new and novel 
in immigration, they carried with them millions of dollars in cash, merchandise, 
household effects and other portable property.

The custom house officers have passed settlers' effects valued at $110,082,000 
and cash amounting to $157,260,000 held by immigrants from the United States to 
Canada during the last five years.

* * *

This indicates the kind of people that are going over the border, and the state­
ment that $33,617,132 was invested in new buildings last year in the twelve principal 
towns of Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta will give you an idea of what the\ 
are doing to build up the country. It must be understood that these expenditures 
are entirely within the limits of the towns named, and do not include farm buildings 
or anything of that sort.
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1007 1910
Brandon.............. $ 704.290 % 940,385
Calgary........................ 2,004,264 5.500,000
Edmonton......... 2,280,210 2.031,619
Fernie................................. 250,000 325,000
Lethbridge... 205,000 1,235,045
Medicine Hat. 150,000 487,293
Moose Jaw............................... 546,424 1.035,290
Portage la Prairie 257,875 362.500
Prince Albert............................ 300,000 700,000
Regina........................................ .................... 1,177,840 2,500,000
Saskatoon.................................. 277,211 3,000,000
Winnipeg................................... 6,309,950 15,000,000

The increase in assessments of real estate property in the cities named during 
the last six years is also an index to the wealth which is being carried over the border 
from the United States into Canada, and of the prosperity of those who are building 
up the wheat provinces of the Dominion.

1904 1910
Brandon..................................... *3,345,789 *9,578,740
Calgary...................................... 4,099,437 30,796,092
Edmonton............................... .................... 2,580,986 30,105,110
Fernie......................................... 1,578,275
Lethbridge................................. 1,128,996 9,603,365
Medicine Hat............................ 4,134,094
Moose Jaw................................. 1,662,990 15,090,383
Portage la Prairie
Prince Albert............................. 1,208,000

4.895,133
6,018,687

.......... 2,284.710 18,211,950
St. Boniface...............................
Saskatoon.................................. 555,094

8,298,620
10,871,216

Winnipeg................................... 41,106,870 157,608,220

There are cities in the United States that have grown quite as rapidly as Win­
nipeg. Seattle increased from 80,761 to 237,194 during the ten years from 1900 to 
1910; Spokane jumped from 36,848 to 104,402; Portland, Oregon, from 90,426 to 
207,214; Oakland from 66,960 to 150,174; Los Angeles from 102.479 to 319.198; 
Birmingham, Ala., from 38,415 to 132,685; Minneapolis from 202,718 to 301,408, 
and Oklahoma City, which still holds the record as the fastest growing city in the 
world, increased from 10,037 to 64,265 during the last five years.

There is no part of the world, however, where so much wealth has been taken 
from the ground in agricultural pursuits as in northwestern Canada. Ten years ago 
—in 1901—the total grain crop of the three provinces was 109,552,531 bushels. 
Ten years later, in 1910, it was 216,430,578 bushels, and you must bear in mind that 
every stalk of this grain grew where no stalk of grain ever grew before. It was not 
wealth wrested by one man from another. Nobody lost a dollar in the transaction, 
but every penny represented the value of the labor that was devoted to the soil 
for the purpose of reaping a harvest. The area planted to grain has increased about 
19 per cent, annually and will continue to increase in that ratio indefinitely if the 
present immigration movement is maintained.
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The grain dealers of Winnipeg will he very much disappointed if the harvest this 
f.ill does n.,1 yield 200,000,000 bush< Is of wheat, 120,000,000 bushels of oats, 30,000, 
(MM) bushels of barley, 30,000,000 bushels of flaxseed and a corresponding amount 
of other grains.

CANADA’S CHICAGO IS THE DESTINY 
WINNIPEG SEEKS

City Changes From Farm Market to Manufacturing Centre.
Now lias 245 Plants.

Booster Says it lias Opportunities Illinois Metropol Never Had.

\\ ixnipkg, Sept. 12, 1911.—Charles F. Roland is the secretary of the industrial 
commission of Winnipeg, the wonder city, which, he tells me, is composed of 420 
firms, corporations and individuals, which contribute $20 a year each to promote the 
general welfare of Western Canada, because he said, “We believe whatever is good 
for Western Canada is good for Winnipeg. We have been going for four years and 
have produced some important results. Among others we have added 110 new manu­
facturing plants to the city. That is the chief object of the organization. Win­
ning and Western Canada are known almost exclusively as an agricultural country, 
but we want to make it a manufacturing country also. Chicago used to be an 
agricultural city—the market for the produce of the farms of Illinois and the sur­
rounding states. Winnipeg is a second C’hicago, and we are following as closely 
as possible in the lines of development that hax made Chicago great.

“In that pursuit we are endeavoring to si e mechanical industries for the pur- 
jiose of converting the raw material that is pr dueed in such extraordinary quantities 
in this part of the world to finished produ It is the highest degree of economy 
for a community to provide for its owi ts, and there is no reason why Western 
Canada should not do so instead of ex, u ting the raw material and importing the 
finished products. Thus you can infer the mission of our organization, and it is a 
satisfaction to say that we have met with greater success and have accomplished 
more practical results than the most sanguine of our members anticipated.

HARVESTING IN WESTERN CANADA
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“We already have in Winnipeg 245 manufacturing plants, representing .1 capital 
of $30,000,000, with an annual output valued at $30,500,000, employing 14.K00 
hands regularly an<l paying them wages of $750,000 a month.

“This will no doubt Ik* a surprise to American readers who regard Winnipeg 
more or less as a mushroom town with very little behind it except wheat fields. But 
the same changes that occurred in Chicago and made that city one of the great manu­
facturing centres of the world are now going on here and have already accomplished 
much more in that direction than had been accomplished in Chicago when that city 
was of the same age as Winnipeg.

“The largest employers of labor in Winnipeg are the iron mills, rolling mills, 
foundries, mills for the manufacture of structural steel and other forms of iron and 
steel. They employ to-day 3,760 hands. Next in order are the brickyards, quarries, 
cement mills and other establishments producing building material, which, on the 
last day of last month, had 1,71)0 men on their pay rolls. Then comes the printing 
and publishing trades and paper and stationery, which employ 1,400; the lumber 
mills and the factories producing sashes, doors, blinds and other building material 
employ 1,000 men ; the shops for making shirts, undergarments, overalls and other 
cotton garments, 630 men; the brewing and malting establishments, 000 men and 
the abbatoirs ami | tacking houses, 550 men. No other individual industry has more 
than 500 men on its pay rolls, but every one of them is growing and we are com­
pelled to revise our figures every month.

The Grand Trunk Pacific will employ at least 3,000 men when its shops and 
terminals are completed.

“The milling industry in Winnipeg has an output of 0.000 barrels of Hour a day, 
and the villages and towns in our immediate neighborhood which ship their Hour 
from this point have an output of 25,000 barrels a day. I understand that one of the 
Hour mills at the Lake of the Woods is the largest in the world, but 1 cannot speak 
with authority on that subject. These mills are not controlled by a syndicate or a 
trust, but are owned by a dozen different individual firms, each acting independently 
of the others.

“Winnipeg ought to be as important a milling centre as Minneapolis. At least 
one-half of the wheat harvested on the prairies behind us ought to be converted into 
Hour before it is shipped from this place, but the difficulty is that there is no market 
here for the by-products. This country is new. It is in the same situation as the 
western United States were fifty years ago. It is necessary for our people to get 
cattle and hogs to consume the by-products of the Hour mills and provide packing­
houses to handle the beef and the pork. We have very few of them yet, but they are 
on the way. This year the census enumerators counted 192,386 hogs, 407,000 
cattle and 37,000 sheep—which is an encouraging increase.

“Our next greatest need is factories for producing agricultural machinery and 
implements. More than $25,000,000 worth of that class of merchandise was sold 
this year by Winnipeg firms and agencies, and, of that total, $5,000,000 represented 
farm traction engines, horseless, manless, sowing, cultivating and harvesting ma­
chinery equivalent to 45.000 horse power, and that means the labor of 315,000 men, 
as they count seven men to a horse power in this country.
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"At least 60 per cent., if not more, of the farming in Western Canada is done with 
steam and gasoline. That is not entirely a matter of choice. In the first place farm 
hands cannot be obtained. They do not exist in this part of the world ; in the second 
place, the size of the farm is too great to permit them to be cultivated by hand labor, 
awl finally, the economy in the use of machinery represents the larger part of the 
profit* of the farmer. The difference in the cost of planting, cultivating and harvest­
ing by steam or gasoline and by the old-fashioned processes is at least ten to one. 
The time is coming soon when every farm will be run by steam or electricity, as well 
a* every factory.

"Sixty per cent, of the farm machinery and 90 per cent, of the tract ion engines 
come from the United States. One day-in the latter part of August two trains arrived 
at Winnipeg, one of thirty-six cars from Laporte, Ind., and another of forty-two cars 
from Chicago, all filled with agricultural machinery. Those were everyday inci­
pient* before the harvesting season. A firm in Iowa which makes a kerosene engine— 
not gasoline—has doubled its business twice every year since it came into this market 
four years ago. At the annual industrial exposition in Winnipeg last month sixty- 
seven different types of traction engines from the United States were exhibited, and 
thirty-five of them engaged in a plowing contest on the raw prairie just outside of the 
city. The biggest British flag in Canada floats over the agency of an American farm 
machinery company.
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MODERN METHODS OF HARVESTING—WESTERN' CANADA

"About 15,355,000 acres were harvested this year in the three prairie provinces, 
which was 1,575,900 acres more than last year, 11,863.587 acres more than in 1900. 
9.346,000 more than in 1905 and 3,403,000 acres more than in 1909.

"Manitoba had 5,873,446 acres under crop, Saskatchewan 5,598,235 acres and 
Alberta 1,498,375 acres. An increase of more than 20 per cent, over last year.
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"During the present season more new land has been broken up to be planted next 
spring than ever before in the history of Canada. An official bulletin of the agricul­
ture department states that:

" ‘The marked increases are almost wholly attributable to the work of the new 
settlers. The American settlers who came in during the year have left the imprint of 
their toil upon the prairies.'

"In western provinces of Canada are no less than 750,000 farmers who were born 
and raised and learned the science of farming in the United States, and according to 
official returns this number is increasing at the rate of 100,000 a year.

"Land values have increased accordingly, and are fully 25 per cent, greater than 
four years ago. The average price of improved land now runs from $20 to $50 an 
acre, and unimproved land from $15 to $25 an acre.

"In Manitoba alone 44,116 new homesteads have been taken up thus far during 
the current year, each representing 160 acres which cost the settler only $10 in fees.

"The total area of soil under cultivation in the Province of Manitoba this year is 
6,032,037 acres, and only 23,458 farm hands are employed, which is more than 200 
acres per hand. This illustrates better than anything else I can say the extent of 
farming by machinery.

"There is an island in Lake Winnipeg of pure iron ore that will run as high as 
that of the Mesaba Range; and within easy distance is unlimited water power and 
good water transportation to the city. We want furnaces, rail mills, foundries, 
forges, car shops, car wheel factories and manufactories of all kinds of railway supplies 
to utilize this great natural wealth and furnish the railroads with everything they 
need for maintenance, construction and operation.

"There were 3,600 miles of railway in Canada west of the great lakes in 1900; in 
1908 there were 9,365; in 1910 there were 12,113, and to-day there are about 14,000 
miles of track, which will continue to increase at the rate of 3,000 miles a year 
indefinitely. The Grand Trunk is building across the continent; the Canadian 
Northern has contracts and concessions for about 4,000 miles; the Hudson Bay 
Railroad is begun this year by the government, and the Canadian Pacific is expending 
$30,000,000 for branches and betterments. The president of that company 
announced in a public speech in Winnipeg the other day that the sum of $120,000,000 
would be expended during the next few years in extensions and improvements. 
Everything those railroads will use, from rails to signal lights, should be made in 
Winnipeg. We have the raw material ready, but we lack the capital and the labor.

"Another very profitable opportunity that has thus far been overlooked is the 
conversion of our flax straw into cordage, binding twine, sacking and other coarse 
cloth. This year the farmers of western Canada have 420,000 acres in flax and the 
straw will be burned instead of being manufactured into cordage and textiles. That 
is a wicked waste of millions of dollars, because it is an unknown industry. No 
one has had time or money to take advantage of the opportunity and develop what 
might be one of the most profitable enterprises in America. Samples of our flax 
straw sent to the linen factories of Belfast have been highly commended by manu­
facturers for twine and coarse fabrics. The experiments now being carried on at 
Duluth are equally encouraging. The raising of flax is new, but is rapidly extending 
because of the demand for the seed by oil manufacturers. The increase in acreage of 
flax this year has been nearly 100 per cent, and it will be 100 per cent, again next year.
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“There is also an unlimited opportunity for manufacturers of paper and straw- 
board, with raw material costing simply the freight, and a large local demand 
five hundred carloads of paper and straw-boards were brought into Winnipeg last year 
froiii the United States and Ontario.

“There is a very large demand here for stoves, ranges, furnaces and household 
heating apparatus of every kind. Thousands of carloads are imported annually, 
although we have the raw material within easy reach.

“I have compared the industrial development of Winnipeg with that of Chicago, 
and they are parallels to a striking degree, but Winnipeg enjoys many advantages that 
Chicago lacked, and they arc increasing every year. For example, within the next 
two months our municipal government will have completed one of the largest water 
power plants on the American continent, and will be prepared to furnish 100,000 
horse power to manufacturers at cost. That is the most valuable inducement any 
city in the world can offer capitalists to establish mechanical industries, and you will 
hear big news from Winnipeg within the next twelve months.”

ARMY OF 40,000 TOILERS IN CANADA 
HARVEST FIELDS

Liberal Pay Draws Many Workers From the United States.
Skilled Labor Sought.

British Mechanics Are Sent Money to Buy Passage to New World.

Winnipeg, Sept. 14.—Like all other communities of rapid growth, Winnipeg has 
a labor problem that is difficult of solution, but this year the wheat farmers have been 
remarkably fortunate in procuring harvesters from Ontario, Quebec and other eastern 
points. Between 30,000 and 40,000 laborers have been induced to come into the 
wheat fields by offers of $2.50 a day and board for ten w-ccks and free transportation 
from Toronto and other points to the harvest fields. They pay their own fare back, 
but the railways will sell tickets atone cent a mile to all genuine harvesters upon proof 
that they have been actually engaged on farms for thirty days or more, and the immi­
gration authorities have opened the gates and admitted everybody without inspection.

A WHEAT FIELD IN WESTERN CANADA NEAR SASKATOON. SASKATCHEWAN 
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About 5,000 harvesters came in from the Dakotas, Minnesota, Iowa, Montana, 
Wisconsin and other northwestern states. Most of them had already assisted in 
harvesting the grain in those states, which are tw i or three weeks ahead of Western 
Canada.

Twenty-seven thousand farm laliorers were brought from Ontario, Ouebcc, New 
Brunswic k and Newfoundland, and the remainder were from mines, lumber camps, 
railway construction camps and other places where men gather. The railway con­
tractors complain that they have been crippled by the desertions to the harvest 
fields, but that difficulty is only temporary because a considerable proportion of the 
newcomers will drift into the railway camps looking for work when the harvest is over.

There are, of course, many undesirables among the mass of humanity that has 
thus been brought in, although the immigration department, which has directed the 
migration, claims that the percentage of tramps and hoboes is remarkably small. 
This is generally true of Canadian immigration. Canada has been remarkably 
fortunate in getting a high class of settlers, especially of homesteaders and farmers 
who have bought land Those who come from the l "nited States are nearly all young 
men and women, sons and daughters of successful farmers in the northwestern part of 
the United States. They have been l>orn and brought upon farms; they not only 
have practical knowledge and experience, but have been well educated in rural schools 
and all of them have money enough to make improvements upon their lands, to build 
comfortable homes and suitable barns and stables, and provide themselves with 
machinery and implements to cultivate the soil, and the best grades of stock. No 
new country has ever had such a high class of pioneer settlers, and while there is 
always a percentage of ne'er-do-wells, it is exceeding small compared with that of 
Kansas, Nebraska, the Dakotas and other agricultural states below the boundary

Some of the first-comers from the United States were of that restless, improvi­
dent and impractical species of human kind who are always on the skirmish line of 
civilization, moving forward as it advances. They came over in wagons and took up 
homesteads in various parts of the wheat belt, but did not remain long. The winters 
were too cold, the price of fuel was too high ami they gradually folded their tents like 
the Arabs and started southward with Oklahoma and the irrigated sections of the 
western states as their destination.

Those who followed, as things liegan to liven up, were of an entirely different 
character, such as 1 have described. There have been practically no failures in the 
cultivation of the soil, although there is a great deal of complaint among genuine 
native Canadians and the English and Scotch portions of the communities that 
too many Americans arc of the "get-rich-quick'’ variety, and more anxious to specu­
late in farm lands and town lots than to assist in the genuine development of the 
resources of the country. This is undoubtedly true to an extent that is lamentable. 
In every one of the thriving cities of Western Canada the largest number of land 
speculators are Americans, but most of them are honorable, enterprising men of 
excellent judgment. They are leaders in all movements which are likely to benefit 
the communities in which they live, and invariably display a public sentiment which 
is too often lacking in the more conservative Canadian from Ontario and his cousins 
from over the sea. They have doubtless profited by the increase in land values, but 
are more responsible for such increases than any other portion of the community.
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The Canadians are trying to improve the labor situation by aiding mechanics to 
bring over their families, which is the strongest inducement that can be offered. Wages 
for skilled labor are no higher here than they are in the United States, and if one 
may judge from the advertising cards exposed at the employment agencies, they 
are lower. I have made a rule to examine the cards that are exposed on the bulletin 
boards of every employment agency I pass, and, as a rule, $45 a month and found, 
and $2, $2.50 and $3 a day without board,are offered carpenters, masons, bricklayers, 
roofers, painters, plumbers and other artisans who can do much better in any of the 
large cities of the United States, and work eight hours instead of ten and eleven, 
which is the rule here.

The government does not aid immigration except farm hands and domestic 
servants, but the business men of Winnipeg and other cities within the last year have 
organized the Imperial Home Reunion Association, which assists worthy mechanics 
in England and Scotland to bring out their families, by loaning them money to pay 
for their steamship and railroad tickets.

The members of the association have each pledged their credit in the sum of 
$250, to one of the banks, which makes small loans at a nominal rate of interest to 
mechanics who show proof of good character, temperate habits and an intention to 
become citizens of the Dominion. The prospectus announces the object of the 
movement to be “a general movement throughout the western provinces to assist 
worthy British subjects to bring out their families and establish permanent homes in 
this land of promise. Within the field of its operations, the Imperial Homes Reunion 
Association will strengthen and tighten the bonds of the empire, and draw British- 
born and Canadian-born citizens closer together, give them a better understanding 
with each other and set up that cordial relationship which should exist between the 
newcomers and the home people of this realm of opportunity, this home of hopes 
which are more nearly realized than on any other land on earth.”

The movement originated about a year ago in Winnipeg when fifty of the most 
public spirited citizens pledged their credit at a bank which loans the money at 6 per 
cent, per annum or actually furnishes tickets from London or Liverpool to any 
point in Western Canada and takes the note of the applicant, payable in three years, 
in payment. About 800 persons have already taken advantage of this opportunity 
and the trustees of the fund told me that the Winnipeg branch alone expected to 
bring in at least 1,000 desirable citizens before the end of the year.

It is gratifying to hear favorable reports of “Dr. Barnardo's boys.” That fam­
ous philanthropist, who devoted his entire life to picking up street waifs in London 
and training them to be useful citizens, sent nearly 12,000 boys and girls from London 
to Canada, obtaining employment for the boys as mechanics and farm hands, and 
for the girls as household servants. Since his death, five years ago, the work has been 
continued by an association that retains his name. It has a permanent agency at 
Toronto which receives the immigrants and looks after them faithfully during the 
rest of their lives. There is a record of every boy and every girl, showing where they 
have lived, what they have done, how they have behaved and what progress they have 
made in self-advancement. The proportion of failures is almost insignificant. A 
hundred or more out of the 12,000 have drifted into the rank of professional criminals; 
two or three hundreds have managed to find their way back to London and have 
become submerged in the slums of that great human maelstrom; but the derelicts
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serve only to emphasize the success, happiness and contentment of the great majority. 
At least 98 per cent, of the 12,030 have developed into useful citizens and there are 
several notable cases of success.

The Canadians take our money at par almost everywhere like their own. There is 
an act of parliament making it legal tender and providing that the British sovereign 
should be received as equal to $4.86, the half-eagle of America at the rate of $5 and 
the gold eagle at $10.

A new currency act, repealing all previous legislation on the subject, was passed 
in 1910, which provides for a currency precisely similar to that of the United States, 
in silver, gold and bank notes, and declaring the gold coins of (ireat Britain and the 
United States to be legal tender and to pass current in the Dominion for similar 
amount.

Therefore it is not necessary for American tourists to change the money they 
bring with them. They can use it in any of the shops or hotels except in the 
primitive settlements in the interior where there are no banking facilities.

The Canadian bankers and other business men are very much aggrieved, how­
ever, because there is no reciprocation on our part. Canadian money is not accepted 
in the United States beyond a very narrow zone along the border. In Buffalo, 
Duluth. St. Paul and Minneapolis it passes current, but beyond those cities it will 
not be accepted and the Canadians propose to make a formal demand upon the 
Congress of the United States for the passage of a law similar to that which makes 
American money legal tender in Canada.

WINNIPEG CENTRE OF DISTRIBUTION 
FOR VAST AREA

All Transcontinental Canadian Traffic Passes Through Its Doors.
Future Most Brilliant.

No Other City in America ha* Such Complete Command of Wholesale 
Trade.

Winnipeg, Sept. 15, 1911.—The rapid growth and importance of Winnipeg are 
due to its geographical location and the wheat fields that surround it. Although 
Manitoba already has between 6,000,000 and 7,000,000 acres producing bounteous 
harvests of grain, not less than 20,000,000 available acres of land remain unbroken. 
And Manitoba is the smallest of all the provinces.

It is called the postage stamp on the map of Canada. Behind it are the prov­
inces of Saskatchewan and Alberta, with an acreage of 159,038,720 and 161,920,000 
respectively and the province of British Columbia with prodigious wealth in mines, 
forests, fishing, and fruit growing. It is impossible to exaggerate the magnitude of 
future development.

All roads from all these provinces lead to Winnipeg. It is the local point of the 
three transcontinental lines of Canada, and nobody, neither manufacturer, capitalist, 
farmer, mechanic, lawyer, doctor, merchant, priest nor laborer, can pass from one 
part of Canada to another without going through Winnipeg. It is a gateway through 
which all the commerce of the east and the west, the north and the south must flow.

No city, in America at least, has such absolute and complete command over the 
wholesale trade of so vast an area. It is destined to become one of the greatest 
distributing commercial centres on the continent as well as a manufacturing commun­
ity of great importance.
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To-day in the* City of Winnipeg alone are more than ten times as many people as 
dwelt in all the vast area between the great lakes and the Pacific Ocean at the time 
the province of Manitoba was organized. They numbered about 12,000 then. 
To-day the province has between 475,000 and 500,000 inhabitants. A census was 
taken this year, but the results have not been announced. Extraordinary as its 
development in the past has been, its future activity in commerce and industry can­
not !>e overestimated. * * *

In 1070 His Majesty Charles IL, King of Great Britain and Ireland, gave the 
Hudson's Bay Company “all the I.ands, Countries, and Territories upon the Coasts 
and Confines of the Seas, Streights, Lakes, Bays, Rivers, Creeks and Sounds lying 
within the entrance of the Streights commonly called Hudson's Streights, which are 
not now actually possessed by any of our subjects or by the subjects of any other 
Christian Prince or State."

Very little was done toward the development of this part of the world until 1772, 
when the company built a string of posts from Hudson Bay to the Columbia and 
undertook a regular line of trade across the continent by way of that river, reaching 
the Pacific at Astoria, near what is now the city of Portland.

In 1800 a syndicate of enterprising Scotch merchants in Montreal organized the 
Northwest Company to compete with the Hudson's Bay traders and the competition 
became so fierce that the employees of the two enterprises often were actually engaged 
in war. About this time a Scotch nobleman, the Earl of Selkirk, bought large tracts 
of land at the south end of Lake Winnipeg, where he brought a colony of his high­
land countrymen to settle.
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At the same time he took advantage of the depression in Hudson's Bay shares to 
obtain control of that corporation and took command of its destinies. In 1811 he 
sent over a large colony from the Scottish Hebrides, by way of Hudson's Bay, which 
settled on the site of the present city of Winnipeg, Aug. 25, 1812.

Warfare between the colonists and the employees of the Northwest Company 
at once became active, and a battle was fought between them on June 22, 1816, on 
Main Street in the City of Winnipeg. The spot is marked by a monument. In the 
following year Lord Selkirk himself arrived on the scene with several hundred dis­
charged veterans and experienced voyageurs, who whipped the North westerns into 
submission and compelled a merger of the two companies.

Selkirk died in 1820, too soon to accom great work he had planned, but
his successors were determined and enterprising men, and they conducted affairs 
greatly to the benefit of their stockholders until the formation of the confederation 
of Canada, when the Hudson's Bay Company sold its interests to the Dominion 
government in Ottawa, for $1,500,000, and in 1870 the province of Manitoba was 
organized. A provincial legislature met at Winnipeg in 1871.

In 1802 the first steamship from Lake Winnipeg came up to the city; in 1877 the 
first railway was opened and crossed the international border to St. Paul; in 1880 
the Canadian Pacific sent its first train from Montreal through Winnipeg to Van-

Like all progressive cities in these days, Winnipeg has various municipal under­
takings xvhich are popular with the citizens. Municipal ownership is recognized as 
not only advantageous, but necessary to acquire public improvements which private 
enterprise has no time to attend to, and for which there is no private capital to be

The city owns and operates its water works, street lighting plant, a stone quarry, 
an asphalt factory, and an outfit for crushing stones. The latter are used for pre­
paring material for paving the streets and laying sidewalks, all of which is done by the 
public works department. There are nearly 100 miles of asphalt roadway connecting 
with macadamized roads and boulevards to reach the parks and pleasure grounds. 
The heavy, sticky soil makes such pavementsabsolutely necessary for locomotion, and 
the large number of automobile owners has had a powerful pull with the city authori­
ties in encouraging the good roads movement.

In building a great city the people of Winnipeg have not been unmindful of 
health and pleasure. The streets arc wide, the parks are numerous and well patron­
ized. A fine school system leads up to a university, and the sanitary law’s are wise 
and strictly enforced.

In 19(H) the voters authorized the city council to borrow $3,250,01)0 to be used in 
acquiring a site at Point du Bois on the Winnipeg River and installing the neces­
sary plant to produce 30,000 horse power of electricity to be sold to all who desire it 
for manufacturing and domestic purposes.

Consumers of electric power in Winnipeg until now have been supplied by the 
electric company at a minimum cost of $35 per horse power per annum, but within 
a few months the municipal plant will be completed and will have 34,000 horse power 
to sell at a minimum of $13.87 per annum. It is proposed to increase the municipal 
plant to 100,0(H) horse power, which, according to the estimates of the engineers, will 
enable the municipality to furnish consumers at the rate of $12.46 per horse power.
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It is expected that the use of electricity in manufacturing, cooking, heating and 
other domestic purposes will become general, as coal and fuel of all kinds is very 
expensive. Manufacturers of electric stoves and all kinds of devices for heating and 
cooking in the United States are hereby notified that a very large and profitable 
market is awaiting them here.

The Winnipeg Electric Railway Company has a 30,000 horse power plant in­
stalled at a cost of $2,000,000 at the Lac du Bonnet Falls, on the Winnipeg River, 
about sixty-five miles from the city, which can be extended to 45,000 or 50,000 horse 
power, but, rather than compete with the municipality, the syndicate which owns 
the power and the city railway prefers to sell out, and negotiations practically are 
completed.

It has been arranged that the municipal government shall take over the entire 
property on a basis of $250 a share, which amounts to $15,000,000, and assume a 
debt of $7,500,000 in 5 per cent, bonds. When his worship the mayor was attending 
the coronation he arranged with a London syndicate to finance the deal. The audi­
tors of the city now are going over the accounts of the railway company to verify 
the inventory and valuations.

To allay dissatisfaction of the farmers, who claim that private owners and cor­
porations charge them extortionate prices for handling their grain, the provincial 
government of Manitoba has taken over all the elevators in the province at a 
cost of about $3,000,000, which is being raised by a forty-year loan.

The Grain Growers’ Association, which is a powerful organization, forced a 
reluctant government into this paternal enterprise, and hereafter the elevator busi­
ness will be managed by an official commission with headquarters at Winnipeg on 
the same plan as at present. It is probable that new elevators will be erected and 
the neighboring provinces of Saskatchewan and Alberta are already contemplating 
a similar scheme.

It is surprising to learn that more than 15,000,000 pounds of fish were exported 
from Manitoba to the United States during the year 1910, and that much of the 
whitefish was sent to Michigan, Ohio and New York, and even so far as Boston 
and Baltimore, where it competes with Lake Superior whitefish in the ordinary 
market.

Upon the arrival of the Selkirk colony in 1812 the fishing business was started 
and the industry has increased gradually from year to year, as its organization and 
facilities have been improved until now 2,000 men are employed permanently, and 
at least 5,000 get their living directly or indirectly from fishing.

There are 13,000 lakes noted on the maps of Canada, each covering an area of 
more than ten square miles. There probably are ten times as many more of smaller 
size, for which there is not room on the maps. All of these lakes abound in fish, 
but they are left for sportsmen, and the organized fishing is limited to Lake Winnipeg, 
which is larger than either Erie or Ontario and has an area of more than 10,000 
square miles.

The total catch last year was 20,429,200 pounds, of which 3,614,200 pounds was 
consumed in Canada, and the remainder exported to the United States, with the 
exception of small consignments of salted fish to Europe and the West Indies. Most 
of the exports are whitefish, but there is a very high quality of pickerel and pike and 
other game fish also.
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The largest refrigerator in the world, it is said, is operated by the Dominion 
Fish Company at the village of Selkirk, a short distance north of Winnipeg. It has 
a storage capacity of 2,000,000 pounds of fish and many times that quantity passes 
through it during the year.

Selkirk, according to the expectations of its original settlers, was destined to 
become the metropolis of Western Canada, and in early days it was the active rival of 
Winnipeg, but its fate was fixed by the railway companies, and it is now an insigni­
ficant settlement except for the fishing industry. Nearly all the fishing crews outfit 
at Selkirk and bring their catch there to be frozen alive into blocks of solid fish about 
three feet long and eighteen inches square, which are shipped in refrigerator cars to 
all parts of North America.

The fishing continues the year around, and in winter, when the mercury often 
drops to 60 below zero, it is a strenuous occupation. The nets are submerged under 
the ice, through holes and troughs that must be kept open and the nets must be 
drawn twice a day, morning and night. Only the toughest citizens can endure the 
task. __________

AMERICANS MISS CHANCE TO SELL GOODS 
IN CANADA

Manufacturers Lax in Taking Advantage of Opportunities in the West.
Germans Come to Front.

Salesmen Appear Everywhere in Prairie Provinces and Place Their Wares.

Winnipeg, Sept. 17, 1911.—Everybody I have talked with is of the opinion that 
the export merchants and manufacturers of the United States are neglecting a great 
opportunity to extend their trade in the prairie provinces of Canada. Although a 
considerable portion of the manufactured merchandise consumed by the Canadians 
comes across the border, it is brought over by the local merchants and jobbers, who 
go after it. There has been very little effort on the part of Americans to get the trade. 
It is a significant fact that the manufacturers of Germany have invaded this market 
with their usual energy and persistence, and German drummers arc going from city 
to city offering to supply any class of goods in any style and of any pattern that may 
be desired, on any reasonable credit, and are breaking connections which have hereto­
fore been sacred to England and Scotland.

The German drummer is ubiquitous. I find him actively engaged in Canada, in 
Australia, in Mexico, Central and South America, not only trying to sell the goods 
his employer produces, but eager to produce anything that the consumers in those 
markets desire. The British manufacturers will not do this; nor will the American. 
They do not cater to the tastes and whims of their customers, as the Germans do, and 
their customers have to accept what they offer or go without. Nor will they give 
such generous credits as the Germans offer, although that is not so strong an induce­
ment in Canada as it is in the Latin-American countries.

You see nothing in the papers about public alarm concerning a German invasion 
of Canada; but it is certain to come in a commercial sense within a very few years 
unless the manufacturers of the United States show more enterprise in this direction.

Nobody knows more about this subject than Consul General J. E. Jones, formerly 
of Washington, who has made a close study of this market. In conversation last
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night he declared that his experience, which covers a period of five years in Western 
Canada, with an intimate knowledge of the people and the country, has convinced 
him that the prairie provinces offer the greatest market for American-made goods 
that can he found in the world outside our own boundaries.

"In the first place," said Dr. Jones, "the American manufacturer who seeks a 
market in Western Canada need not specialize his product. Although a British 
colony, it is New York rather than London that sets the styles, and the people here 
are as keen for the latest developments in machinery and the arts as our own people 
in the United States. These people are really our own people, more closely related 
than any other, speaking our language, believing in the institutions of free govern­
ment and imbued with all the glories and history of the Anglo-Saxon race; so that, 
when the American manufacturer seeks to place his goods, he finds a sympathetic 
market. Not only that, but a market that is wealthy, and buyers able to pay for 
the best."

"What is the total consumption of American goods in the prairie provinces?" 
was asked.

"I regret that I cannot supply you with the facts and figures of the consumption 
of American-made goods, but all customs records are kept at Ottawa. I need, 
however,' only refer you to the great department stores of Winnipeg to illustrate the 
fact that American-made goods arc preferred to all others in this market."

"Are the American manufacturers alive to the opportunities?"
"No; they are not. It has been difficult to sufficiently interest the American 

manufacturers in the opportunities which Western Canada offers. They have
no
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scarcely scratched the skin of opportunity in this wonderful country. The excuse 
is that the manufacturer has enough business at home to take care of, and that 
he prefers local to a supposed foreign market.

“The truth of the matter is, however, that outside of agricultural machinery 
and implements, our people do not understand Western Canada, and, I regret to say, 
show a slight disposition to investigate. There is not a line of merchandise in the 
United States which could not find a ready sale in Western Canada. With a popu­
lation that is increasing by leaps and bounds, it seems to me that it is of primary 
importance to all manufacturers to carefully investigate conditions now.

"Germany is alive to the opportunities. She is sending representative business 
men and experienced agents into Western Canada; and the result of their investiga­
tions is best illustrated by the appearance of German made goods in all of the stores. 
Germany wants this market. Her manufacturers are making every effort to divide 
it with the United States, and her representatives in this western country have prac­
tically been given carte blanche as to prices and credits. Our manufacturers must 
not delay. The acute situation is at hand. 1 hope they will not overlook the friendly 
neighbor whose growing market is at our very door." J

“Winnipeg is unique as a city," continued the consul general. “Its marvelous 
development reads more like a magic tale than stern reality. It came into being 
thirty-eight years ago, and owes its existence to the revenge of man. Twenty-two 
miles northeast of Winnipeg lies the town of Selkirk, founded by Lord Selkirk in 
1812, as the headquarters for his famous colony of Scotch settlers. The Canadian 
Pacific Railroad, was building westward, and through some disagreement over the 
subject of taxation with the Selkirk council, the road was sharply deflected to the 
south, and old Fort Garry became the nucleus for the metropolis of Western Canada.

“The history of Winnipeg is the history of all boom towns, with their periods of 
prosperity and decline, with this exception, that Winnipeg, after its Inst slump, began 
life anew upon substantial lines, and became a fixture, gathering substantial growth 
from year to year because it was deserved. It has been described by optimists as the 
future Chicago of Western Canada. There is a good and substantial reason for this. 
It is to-day the largest manufacturing city in Western Canada; it boasts the largest 
population, and is the great warehouse city for the prairie provinces, which it supplies 
with all necessities. Here concentrate five lines of railroad, which radiate through 
the west, tapping all the agricultural sections, so that Winnipeg becomes at once the 
receiving station for the west, as well as its distributing point. The millions of 
bushels of wheat which arc raised in Western Canada go through Winnipeg to the 
great elevators at Fort William, at the head of the great lakes, there to be distributed 
to the markets of the world.

"Winnipeg is alive to the ideas of the century and to-day occupies a notable 
position as a city of municipal ownership.

"Winnipeg is the great fur market of western Canada. Millions of dollars’ 
worth of furs are brought down each spring from the Northland, and the dealers in 
Winnipeg, representing the great fur trade of the world, bid upon the packs offered. 
During 1909 it is estimated that furs to the value of $8,000,000 were shipped from the 
western provinces to the United States and England. When one considers that these 
figures represent the wholesale prices of the raw furs, he can appreciate in some
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measure the enormous value of the output when it is manufactured. Raw furs enter 
the United States free of duty, and all the consignments are made each year to

"The northern parts of Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta are great hunting 
grounds. The trapper is being pushed further north by the advance of settlement, 
and now operates in the Mackenzie and Keewatin countries, trapping from Great 
Slave Lake through the connecting lakes to Great Bear Lake, and as far north as 
Coronation (juif, an indent of the Arctic Ocean.

“The muskrat is the most prolific of Canada's fur-bearing animals, and its fur 
can often be made over to imitate expensive furs, such as seal. Other Canadian 
furs are that of the lynx, very fashionable a year or so ago; the mink, popular because 
of its wearing quality; the raccoon, used by men for overcoats; the Canadian weasel, 
or ermine; a few sea otter, and the magnificent pelts of the silver and the black foxes, 
which command in Winnipeg at wholesale from $500 to $1,500 a skin. Shippers 
declare that best fur comes from the middle of February to the latter part of March.

“Western Canada is fully alive to the necessity of protecting its fur-bearing 
animals. Thus, in Manitoba, the further killing of beaver and otter has been 
indefinitely postponed, and reports from trappers indicate that the closed season, 
which has already been in operation for several years, has shown magnificent results.

“Winnipeg is the greatest shipping point of Western Canada for fish into the 
United States, and one of the great surprises of this country is the fact that fish caught 
in the northern lakes of Manitoba are shipped to the great fish centres of Philadelphia 
and Baltimore. Of course, one would immediately surmise that the fish which finds 
a market in these southern cities w'ould be the whitefish, for which the Canadian lakes 
are noted. The reverse is true. It is the cheaper grade of fish, the jackfish and 
pickerel, selling in this market for cents per pound, which finds a market in the 
southern part of the United States, and the only reason that can be assigned for this is 
the demand of the people for cheaper food.

“While Winnipeg is the greatest distributing center for merchandise of all sorts, 
it is also the distributing point for the great mass of immigrants who arc seeking 
homes and fortunes in Western Canada.

"You ask for my opinion as to the reason for the great influx of Americans into 
this western country, and my answer is that the immigrants from the United States 
are seeking cheap land and big crops, which Western Canada offers. It is estimated 
that nearly 1,000,000 Americans are domiciled in the three western provinces of 
Canada, and they are upon lands which they took as homesteads or purchased at a 
price of from $7 to $20 per acre.

“I violate no confidence when I say that the American immigrant is the one most 
desired. He comes better equipped than any other. First, he has that most valu­
able of all assets to a new country—ready money. Then he brings with him a super­
ior knowledge of agriculture which he immediately puts into practical effect, and then 
he has the greatest of all assets which make for quick development—Yankee hustle. 
It is estimated that the average amount of material wealth brought into Canada 
by each immigrant from the United States is $998. This means that, during the 
year 1910, the 100,000 immigrants that arrived in that year augmented the material 
wealth of Canada, at the expense of the United States, by $100,000,000."
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PIONEER FARMER GOES TO CANADA IN 
COMFORT NOW

Fast Trains Displace Prairie Schooners in Country West of Winnipeg.
Provide Rest Houses.

How Thriving Villages Exert Themselves to Care for the “Land-lookers.”

Saskatoon, Canada, Sept. IS, 1911. What first impresses a thoughtful traveller 
on this far-reaching railroad is the contrast between the facilities offered the modern 
home-seeker and those who started out from Independence, Mo., and other points 
on the Big Muddy to seek their fortunes upon Uncle Sam’s farms.

They travelled in prairie schooners drawn by oxen or horses, the women of the 
family making themselves as comfortable as possible under the canvas that was 
spread over the bows; there were a few chickens in a narrow coop lashed to the reach 
and a cow was hitched to the tail-board. Sometimes the family was so numerous that 
part of it followed on horseback like a cavalcade and often supplemented the scanty 
rations by bringing in prairie chickens, antelope and other game. They slept 
under the wagon and made twenty miles between sleeps, day after day, when there 
were no ugly rivers to cross.

STANDARD PASSENGER TRAIN, GRAND TRUNK PACIFIC RAILWAY

The pioneer of northwestern Canada who goes out to take up a homestead or to 
buy a farm from the government along the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway, which is 
being extended rapidly across the continent through wheat fields of marvelous fertil­
ity, travels in an electric lighted sleeping car, takes his meals a la carte in a dining car 
and makes 400 miles a day and 400 miles a night.

When he drops off at the station recommended to him, he finds a real estate 
agent awaiting with an automobile to show him several available tracts of land for 
purchase. It often carries him 100 miles in any direction that he may sec the pros­
perity of those who came in the last year or the year before, and thus confirm the 
statements that have been uttered and printed regarding the fertility and the 
p.omises of the land.
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On every train arc colonist sleepers in which the rates are alxmt one-half of those 
*A the regular Pullmans, and in hot weather they are the mote comfortable of the two 
because they arc finished in cool rattan instead of hot and dusty plush. Each 
colonist sleeper is provided with a stove on which travellers who bring their own 
baskets may heat their provisions or make coffee and tea—a provision that is highly 
appreciated.

The colonist sleepers go out filled, and usually come bark empty, except once 
every three months, when after pay day they are loaded with track hands cn route 
Utr Winnipeg for a spree. There they remain until their money is exhausted, and 
when they have slept off the effects of their debauch, they go to the nearest employ­
ment agency and apply for a job, which is always awaiting every able-bodied man 
without regard to his folly.

It is lamentable that some means cannot be devised to protect the laborers on the 
railways, the wheat farms, and other places of large employment against the tempta­
tion, which seems irresistible, to blow in their money as fast as they get it. At 
least one-half of the laboring clement habitually waste their wages as soon as they 
receive them.

For that reason contractors have made it a rule to pay off only once in three 
months and farmers refuse to give money to extra hands until the harvest is over. 
Once# the regular construction contractors on the Grand Trunk Pacific told me that 
he invariably lost 50 per cent, of his hands after every pay day, but most of them 
came hack within the next thirty days, battered in body, remorseful of mind and 
dead broke.

The trains on the Grand Trunk westward through this wide and far-off country 
area*good as you will find on the New York Central or the Pennsylvania Railroads 
and better than the average in New England. The cars are new and are made in 
C'anada; there always is a regular coach,a chair-car without extra charge for the com­
fort of women and babies, a smoker in which second-class passengers arc stowed, a 
colonist sleeper, a regular Pullman and a dining car, all lighted with electricity which 
is generated in queer-looking boxes attached to the axles of the cars; and there is 
an electric fan over each door, which keeps the air in motion, greatly to the com­
fort of the passengers during the hot weather which has prevailed up here as it has 
everywhere else this summer.

Most of the passengers arc well dressed people of good manners, and evidently in 
prosperous condition. The majority are young men and women. You seldom see a 
gray-haired man, and they seem to be abounding in energy and filled with purpose.

Commercial travellers are numerous and stacks of sample cases are seen on 
the platforms at the principal towns. At one place a large baggage-room was 
jammed full of trunks, and outside, under the caves of the station, was a pile thirty 
feet long and eight feet high for which there was no place inside. Most of them were 
good-looking trunks, too, and not such as usually compose the baggage of immigrants.

“Land-lookers" always can be identified by appearance and manner and the 
interest they take in conversing with passengers from local points. The majority 
of them seem to be prosperous, enterprising young men, well dressed, carrying suit­
cases, and taking their meals in the dining cars. They are all Americans, Englishmen, 
Scotchmen and Canadians from Ontario and other eastern provinces. It is surprising 
how many of them are of Canadian birth, but of late residents of the United States.
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Occasionally there is a European family, Swedes, Germans or Italians, who arc 
accommodated in the smoking car with their big bundles and numerous babies. 
They appear to know where they are going and most of them have friends to receive 
them when their destination is reached.

There are eighty-six stations on the Grand Trunk Pacific between Winnipeg and 
Edmonton, a distance of 792 miles, and nearly all of them are surrounded by thriving 
villages.

Each village has a neat looking hotel for those who can afford such a luxury and 
each has a long, low building convenient to the railway as a rest house for immigrants, 
and equipped especially for the accommodation of Europeans. There is a large room 
with bunks, such as you see in the hold of a steamship, for men, and another for 
women, both provided with ample toilet facilities and cooking arrangements so that 
the patrons can prepare their own meals.

THE NUCLEUS OF A NEW TOWN, SASKATCHEWAN

BJÊ*
-

In nearly every case arrangements exist with the hotel or restaurant keeper to 
provide such food as may lie required at the lowest prices possible. In some cases 
these rest houses are provided by the town or the county authorities, and where the 
population is too small to sustain them they arc furnished by the railway company.

The most noticeable thing about these prairie towns arc the stacks of agricultural 
machinery and implements, painted in brilliant reds, greens and yellows, and the 
huge piles of lumber. One company seems to have a lumber yard in every town, and, 
in order that the public many not overlook it, the office building and the fence that 
surrounds the piles of boards are painted a brilliant red.
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Every here and there as our train rushed across the prairies we passed long 
strings of cars on side tracks, loaded with thrashing machines, self-binders, gang- 
plows, traction engines and other machinery, and other cars loaded with steel rails, 
ties, spikes, fish-plates and all kinds of railway construction material that were being 
pushed to the front as if somebody was in a hurry for them.

Machinery is an absolute necessity for farming in this country owing to the size 
of the farms and the scarcity of labor, and traction engines now are almost universal. 
Most of this machinery is from the United States.

From the moment the train on the transcontinental emerges from the forest of 
Ontario and enters the prairie province of Manitoba until it takes to the woods again 
west of Edmonton there is always a wheat field to be seen from the north or south 
windows of the car. Sometimes it is continuous on both sides. This wheat field 
ultimately may be a thousand miles long and nearly three hundred miles wide.

Winnipeg is what would be called in a mining country the “original claim." 
Winnipeg has other claims. It is the gateway to the west, the Chicago of Canada, 
and its inhabitants believe it is the thriftiest city on the continent.

Saskatoon, 466 miles west of Winnipeg, is the next promising and prosperous city 
in the wheat belt. Saskatoon also is well satisfied with itself and is called the 
Kansas City of Canada.

Three hundred and twenty-six miles west of Saskatoon we came to Edmonton, 
the Denver of the Dominion. Edmonton for a long time was the‘ Last House," the 
back door of the wheat field, the gateway to the wilderness.

Leaving Winnipeg, which is on the eastern edge of the wheat field, the line lies 
level for the first fifty miles through the prosperous town of Portage la Prairie, where 
the products of the fertile portage plains are assembled to be shipped to the markets of 
the world. In addition to the three Canadian railways Portage la Prairie is reached 
by the Great Northern and Northern Pacific lines from St. Paul.

West of Portage the land becomes more rolling, but still is open, and, if we except 
a narrow strip of sand hills which extend north from the international boundary to 
the timber lands that lie north of the wheat fields, it is fertile and fair.

The town of Rivers, named in honor of Sir Charles Rivers-Wilson, is the first 
divisional point west of Winnipeg. Beyond Rivers and between that point and 
Melville, the second divisional station, the road runs through a broken but still a 
good farming country, skirts the Qu’Appelle, crosses the Assiniboinc River and passes 
into the province of Saskatchewan.

Melville represents the middle name of Charles M. Hays, president of all the 
Grand Trunks. This town, five years old, has 2,000 people and at present is installing 
a municipal electric light plant.

Beyond Melville is more prairie, then a stretch of lightly wooded lake lands called 
the Touchwood Hills, a famous ranching country, and just beyond the hills is the last 
mountain valley, a country into which thousands of American farmers have gone 
since this line was surveyed. The principal town is Nokomis, called the Junction 
City because there the Canadian Pacific crosses the Grand Trunk Pacific and the 
Canadian Northern shows a projected line into Nokomis on its time tables.

A party of tourists from Washington, D. C., bought a quarter section at Nokomis 
when the town was less than two years old. A part of their tract, within four blocks 
of both railway stations, has been laid out and is now being sold as town lots—the 
Washington addition to Nokomis.
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Twenty-three miles west of Nokomis lies Watrous, the fourth divisional point of 
the Grand Trunk Pacific and the last one in the province of Saskatchewan is called 
Biggar. From there a branch is being built northwest to Batt'eford, one of the oldest 
towns of the Northwest Territory’ ,.nd formerly the capital.

Another line is building southwest across the Tramping Lake country to Calgary, 
chief city of Southern Alberta. The Tramping Lake district, which lies directly 
south of Scott, has received tens of thousr nds of American settlers, mostly home­
steaders. Here the land is almost level anci treeless, but very fertile.

Big blocks of black soil show where the sod has been broken for next year's crops 
and they are almost as wide and almost as many as the wheat fields. They promise 
an enormous increase in future harvests. Last year these prairies produced 115,000,- 
000 bushels of wheat ; this year the crop has been the best since 1905 and is estimated 
at 200,000,000 bushels; and the statisticians are predicting 1,000,000,000 bushels 
for the year 1920.

The land is not all good for wheat. There are streaks of lean and streaks of fat, 
but the lean streaks are excellent for grazing, which is a good thing and will encourage 
diversified farming.

After all, the wealth of this region, and it will be unbounded, will come from the 
wheat fields. As Cy Warman puts it in one of his prairie ballads:

Let nation banter nation with their battle flags unfurled,
The state may stand secure behind a frowning fleet ;

God's sunshine on Saskatchewan—her fields shall feed the world,
For the soul of the Saskatchewan is a little grain of wheat.

GRAND TRUNK PACIFIC CUT ACROSS ROCKIES 
IS LOWEST GRADE

Yellowhead Pass is Only 3,712 Feet Above the Level of the Sea.
Towns Develop Fast.

Farmers Forcing Government Into Socialistic Way of Handling Grain.

Saskatchewan, Sept. 19, 1911.—Winnipeg is 767 feet above the sea; 300 miles 
west the Grand Trunk Pacific railway station at Goodeve is 2,102 feet above the sea, 
and the track continues to rise until it reaches Edmonton, which is 2,179 feet—792 
miles from Winnipeg. The westward grade toward the mountains is very gentle up 
to the summit in Yellowhead Pass, through which it crosses the Rocky Mountains, 
3,712 feet above the sea.

The grade is imperceptible the entire distance, and the curves are slight. There 
would be very few curves were it not for the innumerable lakes scattered all over 
the surface of Canada on both sides of the track.

I believe I explained in a previous letter that 13,000 lakes of an area of more than 
ten square miles are charted on the maps of Canada. Anyone who crosses the 
country on the Grand Trunk Pacific will lx? easily convinced of that fact and also will 
confirm the supposition that there are ten times as many more of smaller size. The 
passenger is scarcely ever out of sight of a lake, and many of them arc picturesque.
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The scenery is all of the gentler sort until the mountain division is reached—vast 
prairies as level as a ballroom floor, vast forests, vast ranges, dotted with glistening 
gems of water like mirrors set in a frame of green and divided by crooked, swift flow­
ing, tawrny rivers with high mud banks and fringes of stumps and snags and drift­
wood that have been left stranded during the annual floods.

In one place the train runs over a straight track for nearly sixty miles; there is 
another straight piece of nearly fifty miles, and as you look down the right of way 
the rails seem to come together and narrow down to a point as sharp as a needle.

The right of way is enclosed on both sides by wire mesh fences the entire distance. 
This is required by law and the fences are inspected every three months by order of 
the railway department.

One of the objects sought by the engineers who laid out the Grand Trunk Pacific 
Line was to obtain the slightest grade possible in crossing the great backbone of the 
continent, because the science of transportation has determined long since that 
curves and grades are money-eaters and cut down dividends more than anything else 
in the operating branch of a railway. Thorough explorations of the Rocky Mountains 
from Puget Sound to Alaska resulted in the adoption of the Yellowhcad Pass, which 
long ago was used by the Hudson's Bay Company in transporting its furs to the 
Columbia River and carrying back merchandise to trade with the Indians.

The Yellowhcad Pass came just right for the Grand Trunk Pacific, being almost 
of the same latitude as Prince Rupert, the port selected as the Pacific terminal of the

I n approaching the Yellowhcad Pass from Winnipeg the rise is gradual and almost 
regular, with a maximum of only one-half of 1 per cent., or twenty-six feet to the 
mile, which is less than that of any road that crosses the continent and no greater 
than the ordinary grade on the prairies westbound in the United States.

There is only one summit the entire distance; only one watershed and the maxi­
mum altitude is only 3,712 feet. This is due to the fact that the several ranges of
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mountains that run parallel to the Pacific along the western portion of the American 
continent reach their maximum altitude in the fortieth parallel and gradually recede 
both north and south until the minimum altitude is found on the Isthmus of Panama 
and in the northern part of British Columbia.

The Canadian Pacific crosses two summits, with a maximum altitude of 5,299 
feet and a maximum gradient of 116 feet to the mile.

The Great Northern has two summits of a maximum altitude of 5,202 feet and 
a maximum gradient of 116 feet to the mile.

The Northern Pacific has three summits, with a maximum altitude of 5,569 feet 
and a maximum gradient of 116 feet to the mile.

The Union Pacific has three summits, with a maximum altitude of 8,247 feet 
and a maximum gradient of 116 feet to the mile.

The Oregon Railway and Navigation Line of the Southern Pacific encounters 
five summits in reaching Portland, Oregon, with a maximum altitude of 8,247 feet 
and a maximum gradient of 106 feet to the mile.

The Western Pacific crosses two summits, having a maximum altitude of 5,712 
feet and a maximum gradient of 52.8 feet to the mile.

The Atchison, Topeka and Sante Fe Railway surmounts six summits, with a 
maximum altitude of 7,510 feet and a maximum gradient of 175 feet to the mile.

The Grand Trunk Pacific crosses only one summit with a maximum altitude of 
3,712 feet and a maximum gradient of 21 feet to the mile.

Between Winnipeg and Edmonton, a distance of 792 miles, are eightÿ-six 
stations and townsites which have been divided into lots and placed on the market for 
sale. It has been the custom on some railways for the officials personally to enjoy 
the profits of townsite enterprises, but in the case of the Grand Trunk Pacific that 
branch of the business was intrusted to a corporation organized for the purpose and 
called the Grand Trunk Pacific Town and Development Company. The Grand 
Trunk Pacific Railway Company is the principal shareholder, so that whatever 
profits have been derived from this source have gone to the stockholders of the rail­
way and not to its employees.

There are two elevators at every station and sometimes three, belonging to inde­
pendent companies, so that the farmers cannot complain of monopoly ; but the rates 
are the same and there is an impression that the companies have the same stock­
holders, although they are under separate management. The provincial govern­
ment of Manitoba recently has purchased all the elevators outside of the large cities 
in that province to satisfy the Wheat Growers’ Association and will run them in 
the future precisely as they have been conducted by private owners.

The provincial government receives the grain from the farmers, gives them ware­
house receipts, which are as good as cash at any bank or store, and stands the risk of 
depreciation in price, destruction by fire or other losses, which are paid from the 
public treasury. In that way the farmers are insured against any loss at the expense 
of the t îxpayers of the province.
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Similar privileges are being demanded now by the live stock men, who want the 
government to provide abattoirs and cold storage warehouses, purchase their cattle, 
sheep and hogs at the nearest station, slaughter the beasts, dress the meat and dispose 
of it in the market at public expense without any risk to the shipper.

The tendency toward paternalism and government ownership of public utilities 
is very strong. The government has given stupendous subventions to transportation 
companies, and now the farmers insist it is their turn to be relieved from all risks in 
grain growing and cattle ranching on the same principle that the railroads have been 
guaranteed interest upon their bonds.

The government officials accuse American immigrants of introducing and foster­
ing these socialistic ideas, which are discussed in the village debating societies and 
at the meeting of the local grain growers’ associations during the long winter evenings, 
and are formulated into political platforms to which candidates for the provincial 
legislatures and the Dominion parliament are required to pledge themselves before 
they can obtain a nomination.

The eighty-six villages along the line are rapidly filling up with well-to-do and 
intelligent people, and, on the principle that birds of a feather flock together, some of 
them are composed almost entirely of Americans, others of English and Scotchmen, 
and the remainder of Canadians from Ontario and other eastern provinces. These 
thriving towns with from 600 to 2,000 population have appeared where three years 
ago was a bare prairie, and every one of them has churches, schoolhouses, libraries and 
comfortable cottages of excellent architecture.

There is a striking contrast between these towns and those which first dotted the 
prairies of the United States. Few hardships need be borne by the pioneers of this 
country, although the winters are long and intensely cold. Most of the settlers come 
here with considerable money. As Consul General Jones stated in his interview, 
those who came last year averaged $1,000 each, which is sufficient to give them a 
comfqrtable start until they reap their first harvest, which can be converted into 
cash instantly at the nearest elevator, and is sufficient to pay their expenses to a 
milder climate for the winter months.

The homestead laws give a quarter section of 160 acres to any person who is the 
sole head of a family or any man over 18 years of age, upon the payment of a fee of 
$10. Homesteaders also may pre-empt land at $3 an acre. The conditions are six 
months’ residence, $300 worth of improvements and the cultivation of at least thirty 
acres each year for three years.

Wild land can be purchased for $10 an acre upward, according to the location. 
Near all the railway stations homestead rights and farms that are improved and 
cultivated can be purchased for $25 an acre and upward.

There are telephones everywhere. Some of the larger towns have electric lights 
and the Standard Oil Company, operating under the name of the Imperial Oil Com­
pany, has a distributing station in every village and does a great public service in 
furnishing good light at low prices.

The climate is about the same as that of Minnesota and the Dakotas. The 
extremes of heat and cold probably are greater than anywhere else on earth—rang­
ing 150 degrees. The thermometer often goes down to 50 degrees below zero am1 
it often goes to 100 above, but there is an absence of w'ind, the atmosphere is stimu 
lating and the doctors say it is an absolute specific for tuberculosis.



LETTERS ON CANADA, BY WILLIAM E. CURTIS

There is no spring. Summer arrives with the most astonishing regularity 
between the 15th and 20th of April. As someone has said, “It comes leaping across 
the prairies at the rate of 250 miles a day,” and, once begun the warm weather con­
tinues until the first of September. The nights are cool, the thermometer often 
falling as low as 50 degrees, and that is considered one of the secrets of the superiority 
of the No. 1 hard wheat that brings the highest price in the market.

I heard a discussion the other day in which two eminent agricultural scientists 
demonstrated that owing to the length of the days—for it is light at 3 o’clock in the 
morning and you can read your newspaper at 10 o'clock at night without difficulty— 
there are just as many hours of sunshine on parallel 53 as there arc 40 degrees nearer 
the equator.

The many lakes are credited with keeping off early summer and autumn frosts 
and perhaps they have a good deal to do with it.

On the western slope the temperature is very much milder than on the prairies 
and the thermometer seldom goes down to freezing point because of the chinook winds. 
The explanation of the warmth is that the rain clouds of the American interior arc 
drawn up by th<- sun and float off toward the Pacific. They are then carried north­
ward by the trade winds and, as they pass over the earth, raise the normal tempérât ure 
of the entire region.

The Grand Trunk Pacific crosses several large rivers, including the Saskatche­
wan, the Athabasca, and the Pembina. In the foothills of the Rocky Mountains are 
vast coal deposits now being developed by Canadian and Scotch capitalists, which 
the government geologists declare are practically inexhaustible.

VAST CANADIAN WASTE BECOMES 
WHEAT EMPIRE

Saskatchewan, Once Arid Wilderness, Produces World’s Best Grain.
Cities Grow Like Magic.

Government Building 4,600 Miles of Irrigation Canals in Alberta Province.

Saskatoon, Canada, Sept. 20.—The Province of Saskatchewan lies between the 
forty-ninth and sixtieth parallels of north latitude and between meridians 102 and 
110 degrees of longitude west from Greenwich. Its southern border is the inter­
national boundary between Canada and the United States. South of Saskatchewan 
arc the States of North Dakota and Montana; east of it is the Canadian Province of 
Manitoba; west of it is the Province of Alberta, and on tl.c north and northeast it is 
bounded by the unorganized northwest territories.

Its greatest length is 760 miles; its width on the south is 393 miles; at the middle 
300 miles, and at the northern boundary it has a width of 277 miles. The area of this 
quadrangle is 250,650 square miles, of which 8,318 square miles is water. The land 
surface contains 155,092,480 acres.

The province is traversed by both branches of the Saskatchewan, which is the 
largest river in Canada ; indeed, the province derives its names from this, an Indian 
word, meaning "rushing water.” The river has its source in the Rocky Mountains,
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and after rushing in an impetuous way across the plains for a distance of 1,200 miles 
empties into Lake Winnipeg, and through the chain of lakes drained by the Nelson 
River into Hudson Bay. The South Saskatchewan River enters the province 1,892 
feet above sea level. About 200 miles farther down the river, at the elbow, where it 
turns sharply to the northeast, its elevation is 1,683 feet; at Saskatoon it is 145 feet 
lower, and at the confluence of the north and south branches below Prince Albert it is 
about 1,250 feet above the level of Hudson Bay. The north branch of the Saskatche­
wan is 1,689 feet above the sea level at Fort Pitt, near its entrance to the province; 
1,500 feet at the mouth of Battle River and 1,360 feet at the town of Prince Albert.

Between the confluence of the two branches and where it empties into Lake 
Winnipeg it falls 540 feet—a total fall in its course from the intersection of the provin­
cial boundary by the South Saskatchewan to where it empties into Lake Winnipeg of 
1,182 feet. The principal tributaries of the Saskatchewan River are in Alberta.

Farther north, the Churchill River, 1,000 miles in length, drains an area of about 
115,000 square miles, which contains many large lakes. There are also a number of 
smaller streams, whose beds are cut down into the prairie almost as deeply, thus show­
ing that at some time they have been swift-running rivers.

Saskatchewan has several large lakes, the most important of which are found in 
the north, and are connected with the Churchill and other rivers. The largest i 
Lake Athabasca, with an area of 2,842 square miles. Reindeer Lake has 2,437 and 
Wollaston 906 square miles.

Not many years ago the popular impression concerning the great plain lying 
west of Ontario and north of our western states was that, by reason of climatic con­
ditions, it was unsuited to the growing of grain crops or even for residence, but a 
few of the more resolute and enterprising farmers of eastern Canada pushed their 
way into this region, vast as an empire, and demonstrated that the climate is suited 
to the production of the best grain and live stock in the world, and that it is emin­
ently healthful and invigorating.

The British Islands lie in the same latitude as the Province of Saskatchewan, 
Denmark, the Netherlands, Belguim, and the northern part of Manitoba. Edin­
burgh, Scotland, is farther north than any of the settled parts of Saskatchewan. 
Christiania, the capital of Norway, and St. Petersburg, Russia, are in the sixtieth 
parallel of north latitude, the northern boundary of Saskatchewan.

The climate of Great Britain and other countries in northern Europe is, of course, 
moderated by the Gulf Stream, and it is recognized that the influence of the ocean 
everywhere in regulating climatic conditions and reducing extremes is important. 
There arc, however, a number of features pertaining to the climate of Saskatchewan 
that combine to make it agreeable. The elevation above the sea, which is from 
1,500 to 3,000 feet, insures clear and dry atmosphere; the comparatively light pre­
cipitation, adequate, however, for all practical purposes; the equable temperature 
during the winter months, the light snowfall, the very large proportion of bright, 
sunshiny days, the summer breezes and the ozone laden, pure air—these are features 
of the climate of Saskatchewan that may be emphasized. Nor arc there ever devas­
tations by storm or flood, earthquake or cyclone that are reported with awful 
frequency from other parts of the world.

In 1901 settlement was confined mostly to a narrow belt of territory extending 
about fifty miles west of the boundary of Manitoba. At present the area that may be 
regarded as being populated, though sparsely in places it is true, is many time-
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greater in extent than that settled in 1901, and several towns contain more inhabi­
tants than were in the entire province then. The events of the last five or six years 
have demonstrated that millions of acres of land that previously were regarded as of 
little value for agricultural purposes are capable of producing magnificent crops of 
cereals. Similarly the future may demonstrate that those tracts of land within tin- 
provincial boundaries, which are believed to be better fitted for grazing than for 
agricultural purposes, are well suited to the growing of grain.

Naturally the older settled portions of Saskatchewan lie along the international 
border, where is to be found the famous wheat district of Indian Head, and both 
there and in the Regina '«strict may be found farms which have been under crop for 
a quarter of a century.

MIXED FARMING NEAR EDMONTON, ALBERTA

The character of the buildings erected on most of the farms is the best evidence of 
the prosperity which has attended the efforts of the owners. There are to Ik* seen 
many beautiful homes, surrounded and adorned by attractive gardens, neat fences 
and other unmistakable signs of taste and prosperity.

Like its sister province Manitoba, Saskatchewan, is served by three railway 
systems, which cover what must be regarded as an extraordinary extent of the new 
country, when it is borne in mind that ten years ago the province was practically 
uninhabited. Branch lines arc under construction in many directions and these will 
bring all the settled districts within reasonable reach of markets and open up vast 
areas of new country.

A recent and interesting feature of the development of this province is that not 
very long ago the plains west and south of Moose Jaw, which have been considered

123

I



LETTERS ON CANADA, BY WILLIAM E. CURTIS

only fit for ranching, are to-day being rapidly taken up by substantial farmers, many 
of them from the United States, who, by the adoption of what is known as “dry 
farming," are transforming these plains into vast wheat fields.

Stock raising is general throughout the province. The animals require shelter 
during the winter. In many parts of the province natural conditions render it 
eminently suitable for mixed farming and dairying. There is a splendid market for 
butter, especially during the winter months, and in recent years the supply has not 
been equal to the demand. Co-operative dairying is gradually progressing and the 
creameries now in operation are being well supported. Most of the creameries arc 
under the direction of the department of agriculture of the provincial government at 
Regina. The butter is sold by the department, and twice a month cash is advanced 
on cream delivered by the farmers. Such advances are based upon the wholesale 
price of butter at the time and are forwarded regularly even if the butter is not sold. 
The payment constitutes an advance only. Twice in each year the season's business 
is balanced up, only the actual cost of manufacturing being debited to the patrons.

Regina, the capital of the province, has a population of about 17,500, is growing 
rapidly, and will unquestionably become an important city.

Prince Albert, with a population of 10,000, is situated on the Saskatchewan River 
about the middle of the province. It is the centre of a charming district, well wooded 
and watered and offering great attractions to immigrants in search of homes.

Moose Jaw is an important business centre, and has a population of some 15,000.
Saskatoon, the rival of Regina, has a population of about 18,000. It is a 

thriving town and the seat of the state university.
The province is dotted throughout with towns and villages built up by people 

who arc comparatively recent arrivals in the country, and find within them profitable 
occupation for themselves and their children not available elsewhere.

As the prairies to the eastward have become famous for their hard spring wheat, 
so Alberta has become known as a great producer of winter wheat, and the govern­
ment has undertaken what is claimed to be the greatest irrigation project in the 
world, requiring 4,600 miles of canals and ditches and costing $12,124,426, according 
to present estimates.

The western section has 1,039,620 acres, of which 320,000 have already been 
brought under irrigation by 1,600 miles of canals and ditches at a cost of $3,578,876.

The eastern section has an area of 1,156,224 acres, of which 540,000 are now being 
reclaimed by the construction of 3,000 miles of canals and ditches at an estimated cost

The irrigated land is purchased far in advance of the completion of the ditches, 
and the development of the country is on a parallel with that which has attended the 
reclamation projects in the arid regions of the United States. Land which had no 
value a few years ago is now in demand at a minimum of $20 an acre.

In 1900 the area of winter wheat in southern Alberta was 502 acres. In 1910 
it was 650,000 acres, and the increase still goes on. The yield of this wheat, known 
as “Alberta red," is claimed to be the highest in the world. It averages forty bushels 
an acre and oftens runs to sixty bushels. It has a great advantage in ripening at 
least four weeks earlier than spring wheat and thus escapes climatic perils.

Calgary is often regarded as the commercial metropolis of the middle west, and is 
a busy, rapidly growing city of 35,000 inhabitants, with manufacturing establish-
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ments which will have an output of 18,000,000 this year. The municipality, as in 
nearly all the towns of Western Canada, owns and operates an electric light and power 
plant and the street railway. Both bring a profit into the treasury.

Medicine Hat is another thriving town, with a population of 7,500 situated on 
the south branch of the Saskatchewan River, and has a very valuable asset in an 
unlimited supply of natural gas, which is used to produce heat, light and power, and 
will Ik* an important factor in the mechanical development of that section. All of the 
neighboring towns cherish a confidence that they too have reservoirs of natural fuel 
beneath them and borings have been made in several places.

Lethbridge also has great advantages, being in the centre of the southern Alberta 
wheat fields and surrounded by coal deposits which are said to be unlimited. Five 
mines are now being worked with a daily output of 1,200 tons each.

LAKE OF HEALING AID IN BOOSTING 
WATROUS, CANADA

Analysis Shows Water Nearly Same as That Found Near Budapest.
Long Known to Indians.

“Sweat Lodge,’’ Where They Boiled Out Rheumatism and Fevers, 
Remains.

Watrous, Canada, Sept. 21, 1011.—There is a lake of medicinal water fourteen 
miles long, an average of three-quarters of a mile wide and an average of twenty-five 
feet deep, three miles from the thriving little town of Watrous, and 408 miles west of 
Winnipeg. It lies in a depression of the prairie, the shape of a crescent, surrounded 
by banks which rise an average of 100 feet above the water and slope gradually back 
from the rim.

A portion of the south shore is well wooded, a forest of spruce and poplars run­
ning dow n almost to the edge of the water, which is encircled by a narrow little beach 
of fine gravel. The remainder of the shore is as bare as a billiard ball, but the bluffs 
are not cut up into ravines and gullies like those that inclose most other lakes. Within 
the woods are several springs of pure, sweet water, two or three of them within a 
stone's throw of the lake.

The analysis of the water of the lake is almost precisely that of the Hunvadi 
Janos springs near Budapest, the only difference being that Manitou Lake contains
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no bi-carbonate of soda, and the Hunyadi springs contain no bi-carbonate of mag­
nesia. Practically the same proportions of suphates of magnesium, sodium and 
calcium, chloride of sodium, ozide of iron and silica appear in both analysis, while the 
specific gravity of the Manitou is 1.06 and that of the Hunyadi waters 1.05.

There is also a striking similarity to the waters of the Sprudel spring at Carlsbad, 
although the proportions are quite different. The analysis was made by Dr. Milton 
Hersey, professor of chemistry at McGill University, Montreal.

The lake has a gravel bottom and is ninety feet deep in places. There is no 
inlet or outlet, although it receives the drainage of a narrow basin. There are 
unmistakable evidences of springs in the bottom from which the water rises with such 
force as to create a decided current, much colder than the body of the lake. One 
of the springs is so powerful that it will toss about a stone weighing four or five pounds 
as if it were a chip of wood.

The altitude is 2,200 feet above the Pacific Ocean; the temperature of the water 
averages 55 degrees, and although almost as heavy as glycerin, it is white and clear 
and perfectly colorless and the slightest wind that agitates it will create a fringe of 
foam like soapsuds the entire margin of the beach. This foam can also be caused by 
beating the water with an oar or a stick or even a towel, and it will remain for hours 
floating about on the surface in flakes as big as a barrel.

Bathers can float without the slightest effort. Indeed, it is impossible for a 
human being to sink below the surface, as in the w'atcrs of the Great Salt Lake, and 
every one who enters feels at first a furious sensation w hich has been compared to a 
sponge bath of alcohol.

When taken internally the wrater is a strong cathartic, but leaves no disagreeable 
effects. A small bottling establishment has been located upon the shore at which the 
water is put up in three forms. The first, to be used medicinally, is absolutely pure, 
six ounces being the maximum dose.

It also is diluted 50 per cent, with water from the springs on the bank and 
carbonated for a milder cathartic, with a pint as the maximum dose. This form is 
recommended by physicians to be used regularly before breakfast for all kinds of 
internal diseases.

The third form is one part lake water to four parts spring water, carbonated and 
flavored with lime juice, sarsaparilla, ginger and vanilla, as a beverage.

The water is also reduced to salts by primitive processes, generally ordinary 
boiling in iron kettles. After being boiled awhile an oily scum will form upon the 
surface which is skimmed off and used to make a salve which is very healing for 
wounds and irritations of the skin. It is called Manitou Oil Salve, and is sold by the 
druggists along the line of the Grand Trunk Pacific as far as Winnipeg.

After the oil is skimmed off, the boiling is continued awhile longer, and when the 
water is allowed to cool salts are precipitated to the bottom of the kettle in the form 
of fine crystals. They are put up in small quantities by local druggists and sold in 
Winnipeg and elsewhere, having the same properties and being used for the same 
ailments as the Sprudel salts of Carlsbad.

It is a singular fact that this remarkable body of water is surrounded on all sides 
by pure, sweet lakes. There are hundreds of them in the neighborhood; they cover 
about 15 per cent, of the area of this district; yet, so far as tests have been made, no 
other water in Saskatchewan contains medicinal qualities.
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A little village has gathered on the shore of the lake about three miles from the 
railway town of Watrous, and from the early spring to late in the autumn the beach is 
fringed with canvas tents. Thirty or forty comfortable cabins have been built by 
citizens of Watrous. who locate their families there for the summer and go back and 
forth night and morning in wagons or automobiles. There is a bath-house accom­
modating twenty or thirty people, a primitive massage establishment kept by a 
colored man from Detroit, a restaurant, a boathouse and one or two other buildings, 
all on a primitive scale.

Most of them l>elong to an Irish-Canadian who was smart enough to locate a 
homestead on the bank in early times and still is convinced that he has a bonanza. 
Nearly all of the southern shore has been taken up, but the northern bank is still 
government land, and is allowed to remain such because of its inaccessibility. People 
might cross the lake in boats or have the option of driving around cither end, but thus 
far there is no road.

The Grand Trunk Railway Company has made plans for a hotel and sanitarium, 
which will be erected for the accommodation of next season’s patrons, and will be 
large enough to hold 100 guests. There have been some remarkable cures of rheuma­
tism, nervous prostration, diseases of the skin and digestive and alimentary organs, 
and particularly the kidneys. The people of Watrous will give you the name of the 
patients and tell you all about them, because nearly every one who has come here for 
treatment thus far is from the immediate neighborhood and no deception could 
possibly be practiced.

The local doctors can call up on the telephone half a dozen of their patients who 
have been relieved by using the waters both internally and externally, and in cases 
of skin diseases relief has been found in remarkably quick time. I had a talk with 
one of the physicians who offered to introduce me to several patients who were 
enthusiastic over the beneficial effects they had enjoyed from the use of the waters, 
especially for rheumatism; and the camps around the edge of the lake were filled with 
grateful people who always are ready to give testimony from their own experience.

The rector of the English church thinks that Longfellow in Hiawatha must have 
referred to Manitou Lake when he used these words:

Forth then issued Hiawatha,
Wandered eastward, wandered westward,
Teaching men the use of simples,
And the antidotes of poisons,
And the cure of all diseases,
Thus was first made known to mortals,
All the mystery of Mcdamin,
All the sacred art of healing.

The scene of Hiawatha is among the Ojibways on the southern shore of Lake 
Superior, but the Lake of Manitou was known ages before Longfellow was born. 
One has only to converse with older Indians to learn that large companies from 
different tribes travelled annually toward the north, bringing their sick and suffering 
to receive the gift of

Gitche Manitou the Mighty,
The creator of the nations
Who looked upon them with compassion,
With paternal love and pity.
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There is no doubt Indians used to come here years ago and a “sweat lodge" still 
remains near the western end of the lake. Halfbreeds, who still live in the neighbor­
hood. say Indians with rheumatism or burning fever were transported across the 
country in the travois, or hammock, and in some cases simply drank the water; in 
other rases they bathed in the lake, while those who suffered with rheumatism were 
treated in the “sweat lodges.”

The lodge was made by digging a hole in the ground three or four feet deep, 
lining it with small boulders, and sheltering it with an airproof tepee. A great fire 
was then started in the hole until the stones which lined it were thoroughly heated. 
Then water from the lake was sprinkled upon them and created a steam laden with 
medicinal properties as dense and hot as was desired. In the meantime the patient 
drank cup after cup of the water. After a thorough sweat he plunged into the cold 
lake for an instant and then was wrapped in blankets and laid in a sheltered place to

The halfbreeds say the cure was certain and permanent and it usually required 
only five or six such treatments as I have described.

The chief towns on the new Grand Trunk Pacific Railway running from Winnipeg 
to the Rocky Mountains, are Rivers, Melville, Watrous, Saskatoon, Biggar, Wain- 
w right. Edmonton, Ed son and Fitzhugh—the latter being within Yellowhcad Pass 
and the present end of the track. Each town has its individuality, each its special 
attractions, and each its sources of prosperity, even as we are told that one star 
differeth from another star in glory.

Some of the tow ns are inhabited almost exclusively by native Canadians from the 
same section of Ontario. The inhabitants of others are native Canadians who have 
been living and farming for some years in the United States, others arc American, 
Scotch and others English colonists, while some arc mixed.

WATROUS, SASKATCHEWAN 
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Watrousis an American town, and was three years old on the 28th of last July, 
when the census enumerators found 1,600 |>eople. On September 1, 1910, the popu­
lation was 1,080, an increase of 520 in nine months. On July 28, 1909, when the 
town was a year old, it had 452 inhabitants. A recent assessment for taxation found 
property to the amount of $1,500,000. All the people are well-to-do, and most of 
them came with considerable working capital from various parts of Minnesota, 
Wisconsin. Iowa and the Dakotas.

Every homestead has been taken up in the neighborhood, and for a radius of four 
or five miles around about every acre is cultivated, first with wheat, then oats, barley, 
flax and hay in order. There arc three elevators, and every sidetrack is filled with 
grain cars patiently awaiting their loads.

There are two banks, a fire engine and a full brass band, which is two years old 
and gives concerts up and down the line of the Grand Trunk Pacific, and also at 
Regina, Saskatoon and Edmonton, where their performances have been highly com­
mended. There are an amateur dramatic society, a choral society, a reading club, 
a football team, a baseball team, tennis and hockey clubs, a block of reinforced 
concrete, two hotels, with a third in contemplation, a substantial town hall and a 
dozen streets lined with substantial and artistic residences.

The book store and schoolhouse would do credit to any city in the country, and 
the latter is filled with youngsters under the instruction of a principal and three 
normal school graduates. The spiritual needs of the community are supplied by 
Anglican, Presbyterian, Moravian, Methodist and Lutheran churches, all of them 
having settled pastors of recognized ability. And, last but not least, as an educator 
and sustainer of all that is good, is the Wat rous Signal, a weekly paper edited by 
Mr. Garrett, who formerly managed the Witness of Bradford, Ontario. With all 
these attractions and advantages, including a healing lake, Watrous ought to thrive.

SASKATOON MART OF THE CANADIAN 
WHEAT FRONTIER

Metropolis 612 Miles South of Hudson Bay now has 18,000 People.
Fortunes Made in Grain.

Land Bought for $6 an Acre Sells for $600 -Chicagoan's Crop Brings 
$63,000.

Saskatoon, Canada, Sept. 22, 1911.—Taking everything into consideration I do 
not believe there is a more promising frontier city than Saskatoon, the metropolis of 
northern Saskatchewan, Canada, and, although it has eager and envious rivals, they 
must concede its attraction and advantages.

Saskatoon is 466 miles north of west from Winnipeg, 1,854 miles from Montreal 
and 612 miles southwest of Hudson Bay.

Saskatoon certainly is a wonder for rapid growth. In 1903 it had a population 
of 113, in 1906 it had 3,100, in 1910 it had 15,680, and the census of 1911, which has 
not yet been announced, is expected to show 18,000 people. You can judge some­
thing from the building statistics. In 1907 there were new’ buildings erected worth 
$377,211, and in 1910 the new buildings cost $2,817,771.
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Saskatoon has one of the best locations of all cities in Canada, both as regards 
geography and topography. It stands in the centre of one of the richest wheat 
regions that has ever been known in all the world, and the Saskatchewan River, which 
means “rushing waters" in the Blackfoot language, flows through the city, broad,

SASKATOON, SASKATCHEWAN

deep and tawny, and its banks are lined with artistic and comfortable villas. The 
Saskatchewan River rises near the United States boundary in the Province of 
Alberta. There arc two large branches known as the north and the south, which 
unite and form a stream as large as the Missouri at Bismarck, and it flows north 
like all Canadian rivers.

At Saskatoon it is crossed by four bridges. That built by the municipality for 
teams and pedestrians is 1,000 feet long; the Canadian Northern Railway bridge is of 
the same length ; the Canadian Pacific bridge is 1,300 feet and the Grand Trunk bridge 
is 1,530.

The government has had a Boston landscape architect out here planning a system 
of parks and twenty miles of boulevards, and both banks of the river will be reserved 
for park purposes. Among other things in this "Land of Great Endeavor" is an 
automobile drive of ninety miles along the southern shore. With a foresight that is 
unusual among boomers of pioneer cities the people of Saskatoon reserved 274 acres 
for playgrounds and pleasure places in the heart of the community, while the land 
was unoccupied and cheap, instead of waiting until the future great city had arrived.

Saskatoon is a city of young men, mostly Americans and Canadians who have 
lived on the southern side of the border. You can judge of the character of the 
population when I tell you that 437 university graduates assembled here a year ago 
from the Province of Saskatchewan to form a convocation for the new university of 
this province. Nearly 80 per cent, of the population of Saskatoon arc either native 
Americans or Canadians from Minnesota, the two Dakotas, Winconsin and Iowa; 
about 12 per cent, are Canadians from Ontario, and the remainder are English, 
Scotch, Swedes and Russians. Nearly every one of them came with a fair amount 
of working capital, and was thus able to get a good start. There were no adventurers, 
no gamblers, no hoboes, among the number. There are no mines or factories to
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attract rough characters, there have lx*en no labor troubles, and, as a matter of fact, 
there are very few laborers in town. There is a most urgent need of mechanics of 
every trade, for almost the entire population arc farmers and business men. Nearly 
all are of the Anglo-Saxon race; men of education and high ideals, with a remarkable 
degree of public spirit and enterprise. All of the American immigrants have been 
naturalized and take an active part in politics.

Saskatoon would grow faster than it does if labor was not so scarce. There is 
plenty of building material, bricks, stone and lumber, to be had at a reasonable price, 
but no one to put it together; there arc no houses to rent in the place; almost every­
body owns his own home and if a man builds a house he usually occupies it himself. 
The enterprise of the capitalists here does not seem to comprehend the building of 
residences, although business blocks of large dimensions and modern conveniences 
are being multiplied rapidly and there arc several hotels. A new six-story hotel, 
called the King George, which cost $300,(KM), is just being completed.

Farm labor is of course scarce. Five thousand harvesters were brought into 
the Saskatoon district from the cast this fall and were paid $3 a day and board. Some 
of them have decided to remain, but the majority of them went back to Ontario.

There are fourteen churches, representing nine religious denominations. Each 
of them has its own house of worship and is self-supporting. There are a flourishing 
Y.M.C.A. and six fine schoolhouses, which have to be enlarged every year because 
they are crowded with children. The school attendance averaged 296 in the year 
1906. It averaged 1,600 last year and this fall more than 2,000children are enrolled 
in the public schools. The school houses are constructed on the latest and most 
approved principles and are as thoroughly equipped as any in the City of Boston. 
The people of Saskatoon have high ideals and consider education as important as 
food.

There is a $5,000,000 university here, of which I will tell you in another letter. It 
is the most extraordinary thing in Canada. The site selected for it is remarkably 
picturesque. The campus embraces 1,333 acres of land with a half-mile of well- 
wooded parking along the river front. The main buildings, which will be finished in 
November, at a cost of $1,000,000, occupy a commanding position overlooking 
both the river and the city. The architecture is similar to that of the University 
of Chicago and the buildings were designed by architects from the office of Shcpley, 
Rutan & Collidge, of Boston. A hundred years from now they will be as beautiful 
as the colleges at Oxford. A theological seminary of the Church of England, called 
Emanuel College, has been given room upon the campus, although the university is 
strictly nonsectarian, and other denominations will receive the same hospitality, 
provided they erect buildings that will harmonize with the architectural scheme. 
It is desired to concentrate the forces for higher education in one place. A provincial 
normal school and a collegiate institute, or preparatory school, with a building costing 
$125,000, have been in existence for three years, with about 250 students. Other 
preparatory departments will appear later.

The first building to be erected for the university is for teaching students in art 
and agriculture. It is 220 feet long, 52 feet wide, with two wings 110 feet long 
and thirty feet wide, and in the centre at the rear is an auditorium capable of seating 
600 people. The second building is a dormitory for the accommodation of 175 
students with a dining hall and kitchen. Other buildings now in progress are for the
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college of agriculture, the engineering department and power-house to supply heat 
and light. There is a live stock pavilion nearly completed and tenders arc lieing 
asked for three residences, a stable for the stock and a general sewerage system.

These are all immediate necessities and students are standing around waiting for 
them. There were 107 matriculated last year. This fall 150 or more are expected.

As soon as they are required, several other buildings will be provided for the 
several departments of arts, science, education, engineering, law, medicine and 
pharmacy, and additional dormitories. The plan is all laid out. There will be no 
heltcr-skeltcring. The locations of all future buildings and their architectural designs 
are already adopted and will be adhered to, so as to have a harmonious group sur­
rounding a convocation hall, placed at the" head of a ravine which leads down about 
800 feet to the river.

Thus you will see that the people of Saskatchewan have not only high ideals, but 
ambitions for their posterity.

They already think of other things besides the wheat crop and the price of land;
I here are a hundred wholesale mercantile establishments in the city and a philhar­
monic society; there are thirteen banks and three trust companies and an amateur 
dramatic society ; they have here the best race track west of Winnipeg, and a woman's 
club which takes an active part in municipal affairs. There are numerous other 
clubs, a literary society and a fair ground which is claimed to be the most beautiful 
in all Canada.

There never has been a business failure in Saskatoon, and the reason is that there 
has never been a crop failure. One retail establishment did a business of $800,000 
last year. Saskatoon is the largest market for agricultural implements west of 
Winnipeg. The manager of the International Harvester Company, local, says that 
he sold $1,250,000 worth of machinery last year and that his sales will go over 
$2,000,000 this year. And there are forty-nine other establishments.

The wheat crop is this immediate vicinity was worth $111,570,000 at the eleva­
tors in 1909; $110,000,000 in 1910, which was a lean year, and the estimated value for 
1911 is $150,000,000, or an average of $1,630 per farm. The average yield for the 
entire province of Saskatchewan is placed at 23 bushels per acre for wheat, 47.1 for 
oats, 32.1 for barley and 10.1 bushels for flaxseed. One farmer, Fred Engen by name, 
is harvesting 20,000 bushels of wheat, 10,000 bushels of oats and 60,000 bushels of 
flaxseed.

The most extraordinary stories are told about the increase in values of land. For 
example, Hermann Schmidt, who came here from Winona, Minn., six years ago, 
bought 640 acres of land adjoining the city for $6 an acre. He sold 320 acres to the 
university last year for $75 an acre, and the remainder of his farm was sold yesterday 
for $600 an acre to a Winnipeg syndicate which will lay it out in town lots.

Fred. Diechon came here from Chicago in 1904 and bought 5,000 acres at $5 an 
acre. He planted it to wheat in 1905 and has since taken out an average net profit of 
$17.50 an acre after paying all expenses. Last year he sold his wheat for $63,000.

The greatest need of the town is flour mills to grind the wheat, and cattle and 
hogs to eat the by-products; linseed oil mills to grind up the flaxseed, linen mills to 
weave the flax straw into fabrics, and cordage factories to turn it into twine and rope.

There arc 85,000 farms in this neighborhood under cultivation, assessed at an 
average of $21.54 an acre, but there arc 50,000,000 acres still unoccupied.
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The total assessment of property in the city in 1900 was $750,000 in 1910 it was 
$10,748,000, and in 1911 it is $13,000,000. The receipts from taxes increased 20 per 
cent, from last year, although the rate was reduced from 22 to 17 mills on the dollar.

The City of Saskatoon owes $1,510,037 in the form of bonds issued to pay for 
electric light plants, water works, sewers, street improvements, and a dam and power 
plant in the Saskatchewan River, thirteen miles below, which will develop 0,000 horse 
power. Street car tracks arc now being laid by the municipality and cars will be 
running next spring. Municipal ownership of all public utilities has been the idea 
from the start, operated on such a basis as to pay the interest upon the bonds and the 
expense of maintenance and repair.

An idea of the growth of business may be had from the fact that the sales of post­
age stamps increased 273 per cent, during the last twelve months.

COSTLIEST SCHOOL IN WORLD BUILT IN 
FRONTIER CITY

Saskatchewan University on Canada Prairie Bare Ten Years Ago.
Five Million is Spent.

College Represents Investment of $150 for Every Person in Province.
Saskatoon, Canada, Sept. 23.—Any person may be excused for showing 

incredulity when I say that the Province of Saskatchewan, with a population of 
341,521 by the last census, has founded a $5,000,000 university at the Town of 
Saskatoon, which of itself is no older than the average child in the kindergartens of 
the United States. There is a strong conviction that the census which was taken in 
July will disclose half a million inhabitants, but even that population could scarcely 
be expected to maintain more than a half-million dollar university. What would 
John Harvard or Elihu Yale or Thomas Jefferson or John Witherspoon have said 
if they had been told that in this year of our Lord the dwellers upon a prairie that 
was absolutely bare ten years ago should employ a celebrated firm of architects to 
design a group of Tudoresque buildings costing a million dollars a thousand miles 
west of the Great Lakes to furnish the instruction demanded by the sons of the farm­
ers who have taken up homes in that vicinity?

The Saskatchewan University is the biggest and the most significant thing I have 
seen in Canada. It is one of the biggest and most significant things that ever 
happened. Taking everything into consideration it is greater than the University of 
Oxford or the University of Bologna or the University of Leipsie or the universities of 
Berlin or Paris. It represents an investment greater than any educational insti­
tution that has been founded since the beginning of the world. Although the found­
ers have mortgaged the future to pay for it, it represents an investment of nearly one 
hundred and fifty dollars for every man, woman and child in the province.

When I asked President Murray why Saskatchewan should attempt a university 
upon such a large scale, he replied:

"Perhaps the best answer is to be found in the president's first report, in which he 
compares Wisconsin with Saskatchewan. Wisconsin University began to grow about 
forty years ago. To-day it has 350 instructors, over 4,000 students, an annual income 
of about $1,000,000, and buildings costing at least $4,000,000. It reaches in its
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extension work 100,000 people and saves the state at least $1,500,000 annually by its 
discoveries. Wisconsin's population was about 300,000 in 1860, and in each decade 
it added about 300,000. Its area is 56,000 square miles. Saskatchewan's area is 
five times as great—250,000 square miles—with a population of 90,000 in 1901, 
257,000 in 1906 and at least 450,000 in 1911. If Wisconsin accomplished so much in 
forty years is it madness to expect the same of Saskatchewan?

“To-day Saskatchewan has over 150 students in the universities and colleges of 
eastern Canada, and sixty students in Manitoba and the East.

“Thirty years ago universities and agricultural colleges had to prove to the 
people that they were useful. To-day in Saskatchewan, thanks to the good work of 
the universities and agricultural colleges of eastern Canada and of the western states, 
there is not a farmer or business man in'Saskatchewan who is actively hostile to 
higher education.

“As early as 1889 the people of Saskatchewan appealed to the Dominion parlia­
ment for a land grant to found a university. There were at that date within the 
territories about two hundred schools, with an enrollment of 1,000 children and an 
expenditure of $60,000. The Dominion government answered that the request was 
premature, and not until the country had been divided and created into separate 
provinces could a question of the nature be finally and advantageously dealt with.

“The next year the university graduates residing within the territories were 
summoned to a meeting to discuss plans for a university. In 1891 eastern univer­
sities were requested to hold examinations in various centres in the territories. 
Twelve years later, in 1903, the legislative council passed an ordinance providing for 
the organization of a university for the northwest territories. At that date there 
were about one thousand schools with a population of 40,000 and an expenditure of 
over $200,000. Nothing, however, was done until 1907, two years after the country 
had been divided and erected into separate provinces. In that year both Sas­
katchewan and Alberta passed university acts and began actively to organize uni­
versities.

“The University of Saskatchewan received its first students in 1909. That year 
Saskatchewan alone, about one-half of the old territories, had over 2,000 organized 
school districts, of which nearly 1,700 were in operation with an enrollment of 
54,000 children, an expenditure of over $1,000,000 on teachers’ salaries and a total 
expenditure of $3,500,000. School districts were being organized at the rate of one 
every day in the year, Sundays excepted.

‘From the first it was decided to place the university beyond the interference of 
political parties. For this purpose the University Act placed the ultimate control in 
the hands of a convocation, consisting of university graduates resident at that date 
within the province. The convocation elects the chancellor and twelve of the seven­
teen members of the senate, which has oversight of the educational work of the uni­
versity. The senate in turn appoints five members of the board of governors, the 
government appointing three more; the president being the ninth. The governors 
manage the business affairs of the university. This organization is unique and has 
the merit of having succeeded in removing the university from the suspicion of being 
controlled by political interests.

* * *

“The university is also non-sectarian, but it has embarked on a policy of gather­
ing about it a number of affiliated theological schools in order that the various

134



LETTERS ON CANADA, BY WILLIAM E. CURTIS

interests of the province can meet and mingle in the university campus. With the 
same end in view the governors and the senate are encouraging institutions repre­
senting different nationalities and the different professions or callings to ally them­
selves with the university and where possible to come to the campus.

“From the outset it was decided to bring into the university the various pro­
fessional schools and above all the college of agriculture. It was held that the state 
university of an agricultural province should give a prominent place to the great 
industry of the province and bring the college of agriculture into the closest union 
with the other departments of the university. This was a new departure in Canada, 
though not a novelty in the United States.

“To provide for these plans large grounds were necessary. A campus of 293 
acres for buildings, a farm of 880 acres, and an experimental plot of 160 acres of virgin 
prairie, a total of 1,333 acres, were purchased at a cost of $150,000.

“All persons in the province recognize that nothing but scientific methods will 
obtain the best results, and in the distant future insure against soil exhaustion. Hence 
the farmers must be educated; then again the demand for teachers for the public 
schools is enormous. Each teaching day since the province was erected in 1905 
has seen a new school district organized.

* * *

“Saskatoon, for example, was first settled by Ontario people, flooded in 1903 
by the Barr Colony from England, and with the opening up of the Dundurn and Goose 
Lake districts, filled with Americans from North Dakota and Minnesota. The 
Americans arc progressive and not a few of them are among the best citizens, such 
as Frederick Engen, A. H. Hanson, Commissioner Snell and Alderman LcValley.

“The city accords to the university the highest place of honor among her insti­
tutions. The university includes a college of arts and science and a college of agri­
culture. It has in affiliation the Anglican Divinity School with sixty students. It 
offers courses leading to degrees in arts, science and agriculture, provides short 
courses for farmers, and through its extension work in agriculture reaches at least 
25,000 people.

* * *

“The president, Dr. Murray, came from Dalhousie University, Nova Scotia, but 
received his training in the neighboring province of New Brunswick and the Uni­
versity of Edinburgh, Scotland. Dean Rutherford, of the college of agriculture, 
was born in Ontario and received his training in Guelph and at Ames, Iowa, and 
taught in Manitoba. Dean Ling of the college of arts was born in Ontario, educated 
in Toronto and at Columbia University, New York, where he was assistant professor 
for a short time. Three of the professors were educated in England and Ireland, 
three received part of their education in Harvard, two in Columbia, one in Cornell, 
one in Iowa, one in Illinois and the others in Canada.

“The courses follow closely those of the universities and colleges of Ontario and 
in standard will be similar to those of the United States. We have decided to qualify 
for admission to the Carnegie Foundation. The cost of tuition is $15 a year in agri­
culture and $30 in arts. Board will cost about $5 a week. As soon as the demand 
warrants it and funds are available a department of household science will be 
established. Women, however, are already admitted to all the courses open to men 
on equal terms.

“The provincial department of education regulates the public and high school 
system of the province. It prescribes the courses of study, the text-books, licenses 
the teachers, inspects the schools and contributes to their support."
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TOIL OF PIONEERS REAPS FORTUNES 
ON THE FRONTIER

Saskatchewan Farmer Relates How Arid Soil Was Transformed.
Value of Land is High.

Former Wisconsin Man Now Has 4,500 Acres, Elevator and Owns Railroad.

Saskatoon, Sept. 24.—Fred. Engen, one of the leading citizens of Saskatchewan 
Province, has had an active part in the bpilding of this city and the development of 
the country round about. Mr. Engen has a model farm of 4,500 acres, with model 
buildings and the most modern machinery. He has his own side tracks from the 
railways, his own elevator, and this year he will thrash 20,000 bushels of wheat. 
10,000 bushels of oats and 00,000 bushels of flaxseed. Next year he will have 
6,500 acres in crop and will cultivate that area with only twenty or thirty men, but 
will use almost as many traction engines.

Mr. Engen was born in Tromsoe, Norway, north of the arctic circle, and came 
over to this country about twenty-five years ago. He lived in La Crosse, Wis., for 
three years, and then moved to North Dakota, where he remained until he came to 
Saskatoon in 1903. He married Miss Lund, of Minneapolis, whose family came from 
Norway in early days, and were among the first settlers of Minnesota. Mrs. Engen 
is the first white woman to cross these plains and has spent months at a time with her 
husband on horseback, exploring and selecting land. Mr. Engen declares that she 
is responsible for his success in Saskatchewan.

When I asked him the history of the place he told an interesting story: “Henry 
Smith, with his wife and six children," he said, “came out here in 1884 from Ontario, 
and started farming in a small way 160 miles from the nearest white neighbor. 
There were plenty of Blackfeet Indians around, but they were friendly, and were 
the only company the family had. Smith formally entered 160 acres of land, lie 
could have had any amount, but did not need it, because he could use all the North­
west Territory for the pasture of his cattle. When he landed here he had just 
$2 in money, but he did not even need that, because there was no place to spend it, 
and nothing to spend it for. In a couple of years, however, he had a bunch of cattle 
to market and drove them down to Moose Jaw, where there was quite a settlement. 
From that time he used to go to Moose Jaw annually to sell his cattle and trade.

* * *

“In 1900 a temperance colony, organized in eastern Canada, bought 500,000 
acres of land at $2 an acre in this neighborhood. But it did not succeed very well. 
It was difficult to gét many people to come out into a wilderness like this, and most of 
those who came did not stay. The company failed and tried to induce the govern­
ment to take back the land at $1 an acre. This entire section was pronounced by 
the government official surveyors as unfit for human habitation, and the Hudson Bay 
people of course told the same story, until the present liberal government came into 
power, and Clifford Sifton, Minister of the Interior, adopted a vigorous immigration 
campaign. Among other things he employed Colonel Davidson of St. Paul to adver­
tise the lands and bring in settlers, and set aside a large tract of land for them. 
Davidson and his associates, as soon as the Canadian Northern Railway was finished,
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brought in carloads of land-lookers, and in 1904 the settlers began to buy land. Since 
then all of this western country, covering millions of acres, has been homesteaded, the 
same as the western part of the United States.

"Eighty per cent.of the homesteaders are Americans-mostly sons of farmers from 
Minnesota, the Dakotas, Iowa and other northwestern states, who sold their farms 
down there for $100 an acre and bought equally good or better land here for So an 
acre and upward, or got a homestead by living on it six months a year for three 
years, cultivating thirty acres of land and paying a fee of $10.

"Saskatoon, which, in the Blackfoot language, is the name of a lovely little berry, 
was on the east side of the Saskatchewan River, and Utana, meaning ‘the first l»orn,' 
was on the west side, and both have since been joined by five bridges.

"I came in the spring of 1903, when there were 113 people, men, women and 
children, in the two towns. Now there are about 18,000, and at least 2,000 of them 
are children in the schools. 1 started in buying and selling land and have handled 
more than 500,000 acres in this district. At first 1 bought land from $3.50 to $0.50 
an acre and sold it from $5.50 to $7.50. Those same lands now sell from $25 to $100 
an acre.

"This has always been ‘a law and order town.* The settlers have been respec­
table, educated, high-class people. This has been no place for adventurers, gamblers 
or saloon-keepers. Nearly all of the population arc Anglo-Saxons and many of them 
are from the best farms in the best farming districts of the United States. We have 
had no bums, no ‘bad’ men and no tramps, and, while we have had failures, they would 
have been failures anywhere they might have settled, and 1 never knew a town which 
had so few of them.

"Six miles from the city, even two or three years ago, A settler could pick the 
most beautiful land for nothing by homesteading. Herds of black-tailed deer and 
antelope were running over what are now the finest wheat farms in the state. There 
are no homesteads left. Everything has been taken up, and it is difficult to persuade 
any of our farmers to sell at prices that would be considered reasonable by a stranger. 
We realize what the land is worth. We know what it will produce, and perhaps those 
who think our prices high will come and accept our estimate when they have a little 
more experience.

"In the Goose Lake country, for example, which lies along the Saskatchewan 
River for fifty miles, extending southwest to the boundary of Alberta and north to 
Scott, there will be from 20,000,000 to 25,000,000 bushels of grain this year. The 
people in that section were sitting up there idle four years ago because they had no 
railroad. But as soon as the railroad was built the farmers began to plow and plant 
and the crops have grown from nothing to over 20,000,000 bushels. More than a 
million acres is in grain—wheat, oats, barley and flax.

"Flax is a very valuable crop. I have 3,000 acres in flax. I am now cutting it, 
and by the most conservative estimate it will thrash out twenty bushels an acre, or 
00,000 bushels, and will sell for $2 a bushel in the local market. Unfortunately we 
have no way to make use of the straw. We have to burn it, because we have no 
place to ship it to. There is no market, although it is worth a great deal of money 
and labor is so scarce here that we cannot utilize it ourselves. The experimenting that 
has been going on for some time has demonstrated that our coarse straw is suitable 
for fabrics, for cordage and for binding twine, and we ought to have factories in 
Saskatoon that will utilize a large share of the crop.
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“We have not been much embarrassed by the lack of labor. We are used to it. 
Everybody farms by machinery and there are as many gasoline engines as there are 
men on most of our farms. About 5,000 extra harvesters were brought into this 
district during the last few weeks from Ontario and the United States and we paid 
them $3 a day and board. A certain number of men arc necessary on a large farm, 
but all the planting, cultivating, reaping and thrashing is done by traction engines. 
We break the land, we pack it, disk it, seed it and harrow it all in one operation by a 
gasoline engine. In harvesting we hitch from four to six binders back of an engine 
and cut a swath from twenty-four to thirty-six feet in width. When the crop is 
removed from the field we prepare the land for next year's seeding all in one operation. 
When threshing time comes, instead of pitching the shocks into the thrasher with 
a fork, we have an elevator hauled by a team which picks up the shock and drops 
it into the bundle wagon fast enough to keep the thresher going; thereby eliminating 
more than three-fourths of the men that were formerly employed.

“This introduction of machinery has increased profits by lessening the cost of 
farming by at least 60 per cent., because the great part of the expense under the old 
system was for men and horses. It would require 100 men and 100 horses to run my 
farm in the old way, but I never employ more than twenty men and have only a half 
dozen horses; but I have four gasoline engines and any amount of other machinery. 
The work is done 100 per cent, better that would be possible under the old system, 
and the saving in cultivation is at least 50 per cent.

“The farmers in this part of Canada are passing into mixed farming more and 
more. Formerly it was a one-crop country. It has been found profitable to raise 
hogs, cattle, horses, poultry and other live stock, and potatoes, cabbages, onions and 
other vegetables. We cannot raise corn. It has never been a success up here, but 
we are growing alfalfa in great shape, and are making a success of diversified farming, 
although the land is new and we have to grope our way carefully along in the dark.

“We owe the movement toward diversified farming to the influence of the agri­
cultural college, which is doing a wonderful work in this province. The university's 
extension work is practically important. Hundreds of our young men will come in 
from the farm to study the science of agriculture at the new university, and they will 
be many times as well qualified to work out their destiny and enrich this country 
than if they had failed to receive the instruction, but there are several thousand 
farmers, quite as eager to learn, who cannot leave their places and go to college. 
Therefore, the university extension work was organized to reach them, and it has 
been a tremendous success. The professors from the agricultural college announce 
in advance that they will be at a certain village at a certain time and they take in 
all the towns in turn. At every place the farmers come in by the thousands to listen 
to the demonstrations concerning the best methods of farming, of applying fertilizers, 
of making the most profitable use of their labor and they learn a great deal that is 
of the highest importance to them. They appreciate the privilege. This is shown 
by the fact that more than 25,000 farmers attended the demonstrations last year.

“Nowhere in all the world is the value of education appreciated so highly as in 
Saskatchewan. You can recognize that by the number and the size of our school- 
houses and the average attendance, which I venture to say is as high as has ever been 
recorded in any city of our population, although we are only eight years old. This is 
a public spirited community as well as an enterprising one, and it insists upon having 
the very best of everything, especially in education.
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“You doubtless have seen the buildings that have been erected for the University 
of Saskatchewan. They will give you an idea of public sentiment concerning edu­
cation. Although we have only about 45,000 people in this province, we are building 
a $5,000,000 university, and $1,500,000 of that sum has already been appropriated 
and expended for land and buildings. In the faculty we are getting the best men that 
can be found, and the universities of Wisconsin and Illinois have been adopted 
as our models for organization and administration.

“The president, Dr. Murray, is one of the biggest men in Canada, and has shown 
a foresight and sagacity which is in keeping with the spirit of the twentieth century in 
a new country whose future development is beyond the most vivid imagination. 
Dr. Murray has been able to grasp the importance of his position and the size of his 
responsibility, for education is the only foundation for real happiness and content­
ment that life can afford.

“Professor Griggs, the he d of the engineering department, is a genius, and has 
shown his calibre by the manner in which he had directed the erection of the buildings. 
The young men of this province are fortunate in having such an eminent and inspiring

“Professor Rutherford, dean of the agricultural school, is from the agricultural 
college at Ames, Iowa, a man of unusual intelligence and energy, with a great capacity 
for work and a penetration which has enabled him to perceive what is wanted. He 
has a very attractive personality, and, although he has been here but a short time, is 
already beloved by every one who knows him. The agricultural will be the most 
important department of the university for the next two generations at any rate, and 
under his direction the farm life in this province will be greatly improved and made 
more happy and profitable."

WESTERN CANADA LIFE FREE FROM DISORDER
Church Is First Institution Established in Towns of the Great Northwest.

Murder is Seldom Known.

Sabbath is Observed Strictly and Liquor Regulations are Rigidly Enforced.

Saskatoon, Sept. 25, 1911.—The people of Canada take great satisfaction in 
the fact that they have never had a "wild west." Such scenes of disorder and deprav­
ity as were common all along the frontier of the United States have never been wit­
nessed in the northwest territories. There never have been Indian wars or massacres; 
no army every has camped or left a trail on these prairies; there never has been a 
lynching since anyone can remember; there never have lieen hold-ups or train 
robberies, and the custom of shooting-up the town never has been introduced in this 
part of the world.

The first institution to be established in a new town in the states was a saloon; in 
Canada it has invariably been a church or a schoolhousc. Frontier settlement from 
the start have observed the Sabbath as commanded by the scriptures to an extent 
that would seem Puritanical in Ohio or even Connecticut, the state of the blue laws. 
Sunday observance—church attendance, saloon restrictions and instructions in the 
scriptures—is much more common and general in Canada than in the United States, 
and is not only justified, but required by public sentiment.
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The “Lord's Day Act” of the Dominion parliament ratifies the Ten Command­
ments, and has been supplemented by local legislation in several of the provinces. In 
Quebec, which is almost exclusively French and Roman Catholic, what is known as 
the European Sunday is observed. Everybody goes to mass in the morning and has 
a good time in the afternoon—picnics, parties, festivals, games and amusements of 
all kinds, and even dancing being permitted by the priests, and wine and beer flow

In the Presbyterian provinces, however, Sunday newspapers are prohibited, nor 
is it lawful for newsboys to ply their trade upon the streets. Everything is closed 
except drug stores and barber shops, and in some places the latter are closed at 
church time. No mail deliveries are permitted. Every postoffice throughout the 
Dominion is closed. In some places livery stables and garages are compelled to sus­
pend, and it is possible to hire carriages or automobiles only for funerals or on doctors' 
certificates.

No ball games or other spurts are allowed in the Dominion on Sunday, although 
men continue to play golf and tennis on the grounds of the country clubs everywhere. 
No lioats can be hired in many places, but there is no attempt to prevent men from 
sailing their own. Shooting and fishing on Sunday are prohibited, but the latter pro­
vision is not enforced in many communities.

In the province of Ontario only through express trains and freight trains carrying 
fruit and other perishable goods arc allowed to be run. No trains can be made up or 
start from any point in Ontario; no switching is allowed and no excursion trains 
except in the French sections of the province.

When King George was visiting Canada as Prince of Wales, he was caught and 
held up for twenty-four hours because of this “Lord's Day Act.” In cities of 60,000 
population or more street cars arc permitted to run on Sunday because of the distances 
but in smaller places they are prohibited.

All manual labor of whatever sort is prohibited, in workshops, mines, lumber 
camps and on the farms, and only acts of necessity and mercy arc permitted.

This Sunday law is not strictly enforced in certain places, but they arc few, and 
the extent of its enforcement everywhere depends upon public sentiment, precisely 
as it is with the prohibition law in the United States. Where the public will sustain 
the police in overlooking violations, in permitting Sunday ball games, picnics and 
vaudeville performances they are generally allowed, but as a rule every wheel stops 
and every form of labor and sport is suspended from midnight of Saturday until 
sunrise on Monday morning.

It seems odd to one who is familiar with conditions on the American frontier to 
find village after village and town after town without a saloon, and, although there 
is no theoretical prohibition, the regulations governing the sale of liquor arc more 
effective than any prohibition law I have ever known.

Licenses to sell liquor in the original package, to be carried away, or to be con­
sumed on the premises, are granted by the excise commission of the provincial govern­
ment upon the payment of a fee so large that the business is unprofitable except in 
towns of considerable population and in the large cities. To get a license the appli­
cant must have an actual hotel with accommodations for twenty-five persons in the 
dining-room, pantry and kitchen, and twenty-five bedrooms completely furnished, 
and all these conditions must lie strictly complied with.
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Furthermore, there are no signs to indicate where a thirsty man can get a drink. 
At none of the eighty-six stations along the Grand Trunk Railway between Winnipeg 
and Edmonton did I see the word “saloon”or its equivalent on any signboard. The 
nearest to it is a legal notice which appears in the form of a small sheet of black 
enamelled tin inscribed with the words, "Licensed to sell spirituous and malt liquors 
by the glass or bottle." Some of them have the words, "To be consumed on the 
premises."

There are "blind tigers." Last year 129 persons were arrested in t wince of 
Saskatchewan for violations of the excise law and 168 persons in Albei ovince. 
In each province four of the accused persons escaped conviction. The u rs who 
were convicted lost their licenses, and never again will be able to obtain them; all of 
them paid fines varying from $50 to $250, and where it was a second conviction the 
offenders paid fines of $1,000, and were sent to prison for one year. A third con­
viction is follow- d by five years' imprisonment and a fine of $5,000.

In Winnipeg, "the wonder city," which has drawn into its turbulent and excited 
populace representatives of every' race and condition of men, the Sunday law 
is very strictly observed. When 7 o'clock arrives on Saturday night the bar-keeper 
in every saloon throws a cotton spread over his bottles and silverware, turns out the 
light and locks the doors until 7 o’clock Monday morning, and, while it is no doubt 
possible for the initiated to get a drink in the meantime, a stranger is deeply impressed 
with the manner in which the law is enforced. The same conditions prevail through­
out all Western Canada.

There is very little crime. Seventy-seven per cent, of the cases in the 
criminal courts are larceny, embezzlements, frauds and swindling operations, while 
only 23 per cent, are cases of disorder, assault, homicide and burglary. Murders 
are almost unknown. There arc more homicides in the District of Columbia every 
year than in all Canada.

There arc reasons for all this and they arc apparent to every observing visitor. 
In the first place the character of the settlers in the western provinces of Canada is 
unusual. They are almost entirely men of education and property, engaged in 
agriculture and mercantile transactions with very little manufacturing or mining. 
There is nothing to attract gamblers or adventurers, and there never has been a cow­
boy population similar to those picturesque characters that have kept up the interest 
in the frontier of the United States from the Canadian boundary to the Rio Grande. 
Among the people of Canada there is a reverence for law such as is found in Great 
Britain, and a respect for authority that is exhibited in London and other British 
cities whenever a "bobby" lifts his forefinger.

Another reason is the charter of the police, who are kept free from political 
influences, arc almost all retired soldiers w'ith honor medals, are appointed after 
examination into their morals and manners as well as their mental qualifications, 
and are promoted for merit.

Another reason is the simple, direct and prompt proceedings of the Canadian 
courts. They are intended to protect the public and punish crime and vice. A 
judge in a criminal court considers it his business to ascertain all of the facts hearing 
on the case before him and the rules of evidence are sufficiently elastic to permit him 
to do so. Nor does he permit justice to l>c defeated by technicalities. If the accused 
is guilty he is punished, but, as everybody will tell you up here, "there’s no monkeying 
with justice."
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The strongest influence for law and order on the frontier and among these 
Mattered settlements, however, is the Northwestern Mounted Police—one of the 
most famous and effective forces in the world, which is composed of fifty-one officers 
and 600 men, having jurisdiction over a territory half as large as the United States 
ami extending from the great lakes to the Pacific Ocean and from the American 
Ufundary to the Arctic circle. They are like the Irish constabulary, and the Basigliari 
•A Italy ami Spain. The force is composed almost entirely of young Knglishmen. 
It was organized in 1873, at the time the confederation was established and is com­
manded by a commissioner, whose headquarters are at Regina.

The duties of the Northwestern Mounted Police are the enforcement of law and 
the preservation of order, and those who are familiar with the history of Western 
Canaria will tell you that they have performed their duty with extraordinary courage, 
intelligence and tact, and that their efficiency could scarcely be surpassed.

We occasionally sec them at the railway stations—stalwart, soldierly young men 
in campaign hats, riding breeches, high boots and scarlet coats. The latter is a badge 
•A authority recognized by every Canadian and every aliorigine in the Dominion. 
That red coat has exercised a hypnotic influence among turbulent masses of people 
on frequent occasions, and particularly in early times when the Indians were untamed. 
The savages of the Canadian plains always understood the red coat to represent the 
authority of the C.reat Mother Queen Victoria and were willing to trust its honesty 
ami judgment to the limit. And to the credit of the Northwestern Mounted Police 
ami theauthority they represent it may be said that the confidence of the savage was 
never bet rayed.

It is a historical fact that when a hand of several hundred renegade Indians 
raptured on the warpath in the United States were marched with an escort of 700 
I nitrd Slates regulars to the boundary to In* delivered over to the Canadian authori­
ties, only three men were there to receive them—a corporal ami two privates of the 
Northwestern Mounted Police, and the Indian prisioners stoixl more in awe of them 
than they «lid of the entire United States army.

It may lx* said that with the exception of the Riel rebellion, which was an 
«irganized protest against the amalgamation of the Northwestern Territories into 
the C onfederation of Canada, there never has been an insurrection among the 
Canadian Indians since the Northwest Mounted Police ha«l supervision over them, 
and it should be added that no member of that force ever has been murdered, tor­
tured or treated with indignity by the Indians.

The history of the Indian policy in the Dominion will furnish a striking series 
*A contrasts to that of the United States.

The comluct of the Northwestern Mounted Police in preserving peace in the 
Klondike has been almost miraculous, and the heroic achievements and adventures 
of individual members of the force in cases of epidemics, disasters and other occur­
rences which try men's souls has added to their reputation.

The moral effect of such a force, in preventing lawlessness and «lisorder, in 
punishing crime and protecting persons and property in such a vast territory, is 
difficult to understand, but up here they will tell you that it is due to the splendid 
character of the men who compose the force, to the discipline of the organization,
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to the public sentiment which sustains 1 to a realization on ihe part of the
criminal classes that public sentiment in ada, and the authority of the entire
British Empire, is Ifvhind every officer and every private of the Northwestern 
Mounted Police in the performance of every duty.

EDMONTON IS HUB OF VAST EMPIRE 
WAITING TILLERS

Alberta District Destined to Become World's Largest Wheat Belt.
Room for Ten Million.

Only l Per Cent, of 140,00(1 Square Miles Touched by Farmers’ Plow.

Edmonton, Alberta, Sept. *21i, 1911.—The province of Alberta contains about 
281,000 square miles of territory, more than half of which is susceptible of agriculture 
and ca|)able of producing annually more wheat than is harvested in the entire 
United States and the Argentine Republic combined. Beyond these wheat fields 
lies an empire stretching away to the arctic circle in one direction a distance of 
2,000 miles; ami westward to the Rocky Mountains and beyond, a distance of 
400 miles.

All of this territory will be dependent upon Edmonton for supplies of every 
description and Edmonton will be the market for its produce.

1

|ASKER AVENUE, EDMONTON. ALBERTA 
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The immediate contributary area, known as Central Alberta, the richest and 
the most fertile and the earliest portion of that great area to be developed, includes 
about 70,000 square miles, and at the present rate of development, will be alive 
with wheat farmers within the next ten years. Within this territory this season 
nearly two million acres of land are under crop, an increase of more than 00 per 
cent, over the area harvested last year. According to the official reports from the 
Dominion Department of Agriculture on the last day of August, the winter wheat 
will average twenty-eight bushels per acre throughout the province, spring A-hcat 
twenty-eight bushels, oats sixty-five bushels and barley thirty-eight bushels.

Many people will be interested in a comparison of the acreage of the different 
grains harvested this year and last year in this far-off province:

1911 1910
Winter wheat.............. 183.454 142.467
Spring wheat.................... 672.754 4.50.483
Oats...................................... mju 492,589
Bariev................................. 123,247 «0.901
Flax....................................... 40,343 15,271
Other grains.......................... ........... 171X7 1,600

Total...................... 1,900.000 1,193.321

The averages given above are official and include the entire province, but it is 
common to find 40 or 45 bushels of wheat, 100 bushels of oats and 50 bushels of 
barley to the acre.

There is room for 10.000,000 people in Alberta province, for it is double the size 
of the United Kingdom, which has 45,000,000. Of the 100,000,000 acres of farm 
land that is immediately available only 2 per cent, has ever seen a plow. The cul­
tivated farms are assessed at an average of $20.46 per acre and the wild land from 
$3 an acre upward. The soil is a rich black vegetable loam, varying from twelve 
to thirty inches in depth, with a subsoil of clay. In other places there is a light, 
sandy soil of comparatively low fertility, covered with a thick growth of under­
brush. It would lie considered very good land in most countries, but here it is 
worthless except for pastures.

The climate in Central Alberta is about the same as that of Winnipeg and 
Northern Minnesota and Dakota. The snowfall is less than in any other part of the 
Dominion east of the Rocky Mountains. It never exceeds twelve inches and fre­
quently will be no more than three or four inches. No railroad train has ever been 
stalled by snow in the province, and snow plows have never been needed. The 
thermometer varies 150 degrees during the year. In the middle of July and August 
the mercury often runs up to 95 and 100 degrees, and in the winter it will curl up 
down in the bulb 50 and 60 below zero.

Alberta need not be a one-crop country, although grain is most profitable and 
the easiest of cultivation. Diversified farming is beginning to be practiced and 
potatoes, turnips, carrots, cabbages, hay and alfalfa grow as abundantly as wheat 
or oats. Potatoes yield from 120 to 130 bushels an acre and are of a fine quality.

The Dominion census of 1906 showed a population of 273,859 for this enormous 
area, but it was an increase from 73,022 in 1901, and from 22,227 in 1897, while in 
1881 the enumerators found only 18,075 people in the entire province. A census
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was taken last August, hut the returns are not in. The disapixiintmcnt will In- 
universal if they do not show at least 400,000 imputation, and the lx Misters are 
claiming 450,000.

Probably 40 |K*r cent, are of Canadian birth, 30 per cent, are natives of the 
United States, 15 percent, are British, 5 percent, are Scotch, and the rest are Swedes, 
Norwegians, Russians and other races.

The Americans are nearly all farmers, although there arc a few in every town 
and city in the mercantile business and s|xiculating in real estate. There is a go»xl 
deal of complaint from the Britishers Ixrause the Americans want to get rich quick 
and do not contribute to the development of the natural resources of the country. 
They do not open coal mines or drill gas wells or build flour mills, but buy and sell 
real estate.

The River Saskatchewan, a wide, swift, tawny stream, with mud banks, which 
will remind you of the Missouri, encircles the City of Edmonton and used to Ik* of 
great importance for commerce, but the railroads have taken its place. The Sas­
katchewan is the largest river in Canada, except the St. Lawrence, lx*ing 1,600 
miles long. There are two branches, which come together 350 miles east of Edmon­
ton, near the town of Prince Allx*rt, and empty into Lake Winnipeg. It is navig­
able for light draft stern-wheel steamers for more than 500 miles, but the swift 
current and many rapids make u|»-stream work very slow. Formerly the Hudson’s 
Bay Coni|xmy had a fleet of steamers engaged in carrying furs and merchandise, 
and Edmonton was the most im|xirtant distributing |xiint, but the traffic is now 
reduced to a few small Ixxtts and barges hauling coal, brick, stone and other build­
ing material, and two or three excursion steamers. The government is making a 
survey to ascertain whether it will pay to deepen the channel.

S. F. F'isher, the energetic secretary of the FMmonton Ixiard of trade, explained 
the commercial situation to me and said that the river makes no difference in freight. 
Edmonton has two railroads, the Grand Trunk Pacific and the Canadian Northern, 
and the Canadian Pacific has a branch running from Calgary to Strathcona, the 
twin town of FMmonton, on the other side of the river. To get into the city it is 
building a bridge that will cost a million and a quarter of dollars across the Sas­
katchewan.

Mr. Fisher says that the freight from Liverptxil is only a few cents more |x*r 
hundred weight than front New York. At present the carload rate for fourth-class 
merchandise front New York is $1.62, while from Liverptxil it is $1.70. Rates front 
Chicago are a little lower, but are aliout the same as those front Montreal. In a 
large consignment of freight then* is scarcely any perceptible diffen*nce lx*tween 
New York and Liverpool, and between Chicago and Montreal. For that reason the 
merchants buy a great deal mon* in England than is generally supposed. Mr. Fisher 
*ays they bring front the old country their mining and brickmaking machinery, their 
household gtxxls, china, crockery, hosiery, fine cottons, wtxilens and other dress gixxls, 
drugs and medicines, ammunition, hard wan* and cutlery, and various other mer­
chandise, but no agricultural machinery—because, he says, they have not enough 
horses in Alberta to haul the Hmglish machines.
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From the United States they get every line of goods (except foodstuffs), machin­
ery and tools of all kinds, electrical apjwratus and appliances, glassware, cheap 
pottery, boots and shoes, cheap cotton goods and everything else they need, although 
the trade in agricultural machinery is the most important.

During the year 11)10 the entire imports from the United States into Canada 
were valued at $230,070,549; from the British Empire, $112,312,760; from France, 
$10,175,679; and from Germany, $7,958,264. Of the total of $391,852,692 imports 
$241,961,556 paid duty and $149,891,000 came in free.

The custom house at Edmonton collected $417,812 in duties during the first 
eight months of this year, as against $219,573 during the corresponding period of 
1910, which shows an increase of 90 per cent. The volume of trade of 1911 thus 
far is estimated at $52,700,000, which is 60 per cent, in advance of the corresponding 
l>criod for the previous year.

The customs collections at Edmonton for the last three years are as follows;

1908 ......................     $228,252
1909 ........................................................................................... 269,538
1910 ........................................................................................... 363,736
1911 (estimated)..................................................................... 500,000

The wholesale trade of Edmonton in 1905 did not exceed $3,000,000. This 
year it will exceed $60,000,(MM).
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In 1908 the sales of postage stamps at Edmonton amounted to $.57,870; in 1909 
they were $70,063; in 1910 they were $83,411, and in 1911, for the first eight months, 
they have been $68,557, an increase of 35 per cent, from the corresponding period 
of last year.

The bank clearings in 1908 were $38,486,496; in 1909 they were $51,50! 018; 
in 1910 they were $71,633,115, and for the first eight months of this year they are 
$70,315,033, an increase of 67 per cent.

Last year the building permits represented an investment of $2,162,356. For 
the first eight months of this year they represent an investment of $2,706,780.

The street railways of Edmonton carried 2,148,893 passengers in the year 1909, 
and the earnings were $92,211. In 1910 they carried 3,688,859 passengers and the 
earnings were $157,511. In the first eight months of 1911 they carried 3,768,(MU 
passengers and their earnings were $158,097.

These figures indicate the rapid growth of Edmonton, which has been continu­
ous for several years without a boom or any undue excitement. Nearly all the new­
comers bring money with them and invest it in farms or homes. The population 
has doubled twice during the last six years, and it is expected that the recent enumera­
tion, the results of which have not been announced, will show a |>opulation of 28,(KM) 
or 30,000 for the city.

There are no vacant houses in Edmonton, and there has not been one since 
anybody can remember. During the year 1910, 600 residences were erected, most 
of them for the use of their owners. The others were all sold before they were com­
pleted and most of them before they were begun. Building permits already have 
!>een issued this year for nearly 1,000 houses, and they are all occupied by the builders 
or purchasers as fast as they are completed. It would seem to lx? a profitable oppor­
tunity for capitalists to build houses for sale or rent, but when such a thing is sug­
gested people explain that they can get bigger dividends from their money in other 
ways. Some of the residences arc quite pretentious, but most of them arc com­
fortable cottages, which will cost from $4,(MM) to $7,500 in the United States. Up 
here they cost about 25 per cent, more on account of higher wages and higher prices 
for building material. There arc several brick kilns running full blast without 
l>eing able to supply the demand. The city is surrounded by forests, and the prin­
cipal industry is operating saw-mills, but lumber is very high. The cost of every­
thing rests upon the price of labor, and there is a great demand for mechanics of 
all the trades. The wages paid here, however, for carpenters, bricklayers, masons, 
tinners, painters and other members of the building trades arc no higher than are 
l>aid in Washington or Chicago, and the men work ten hours here, while they work 
only eight hours in the United States.

Great expectations have been aroused by the discovery of natural gas in several 
places in the province of Alberta, and if the reports received here are to be believed, 
one of the wells eclipses everything heretofore found on the American continent, 
with a flow of 29,000,000 cubic feet every twenty-four hours. This abundance of 
natural fuel will, of course, be of inestimable value in developing the manufacturing 
industries. At present they are limited to sawmills, flour mills and mills for dressing 
building material.
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EARLY EDMONTON HOME TO PIONEER 
TRADERS FOR FUR

Post Established Over a Hundred Years Ago by Hudso l's Bay Company.
Head of Oregon Trail.

Now Centre of Unbounded Wheat Fields and Immense Deposits of Coal.

Edmonton, Canada, Sept. 27, 1911.—Edmonton, the capital of the Province of 
Alberta, is the farthest north of Canadian cities, lieing in latitude 53 degrees, at an 
altitude of 2,200 feet, and on the line'with central Siberia, Kamskatka, Labrador 
and Finland. It sits in the midst of unbounded wheat fields and coal deposits that 
have been estimated by the official geologists at 60,000,000 tons.

Edmonton is thirty hours by train west of Winnipeg, a distance of 793 miles; it is 
312 miles north of the international boundary and very nearly in the centre of the 
Province of Alberta. One hundred years ago it was second in importance of all the 
|x>stsof the Hudson's Bay Company, and some of the old log warehouses of that 
far-reaching monopoly are still standing.

old Hudson's bay post, edmonton, alberta

■mmv

The company continues to trade for furs, which are brought in by Indians and 
half-breeds from the lakes and rivers of the north, and the volume of its business is 
said to be larger and more profitable than it ever was. It maintains the largest 
department store in the city and that means within a radius of more than 41)9 miles.

Edmonton House, as it was known, was built in 1795 ami originally called 
Fort des Prairie. This was the time when the rivalry of the Hudson's Bay Compam 
with the Northwest Fur Company was most active, and Edmonton House was 
intended as a counter check to the Northwest Company's post called Fort Augustus, 
built in 1788. The two companies were amalgamated in 1823, when Edmonton 
House l>ccamc the central post of a vast territory and one of the most important of 
all the trading establishments in America. A stockade, defended by canon, encircled 
the storehouses and residences of the officials and some of the employees, w-hile on th< 
outside were the cabins of half-breeds and other traders, hunters and trappers.
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The Indians of the dreaded Blavkfoot confederacy, across the border, in what is 
now the United States, did not permit the factors of the Hudson's Ba\ Company to 
enter their territory, but used to come here twice a year to trade. They frequently 
met here their hereditary foes, the Créés, and several bloody encounters occurred on 
the site of the city which is now covered with comfortable villas, vegetable gardens, 
piles of drain pi|x\ paving materials, baby carriages, piano I Mixes, automobiles and 
other evidences of civilization.

At Edmonton House were fitted out the expeditions which transported furs and 
brought back merchandise by the Saskatchewan River front Winnipeg and Lake 
Superior, and from this point also the Oregon Trail commenced.

The Columbia River rises in the foothills of Mount Hooker and Mount Lyall, 
about sixty miles west of Yellowhead Pass, and flows through a series of narrow lakes 
before it crosses the Inmndary into the United States. Deputations from Astoria, 
near the mouth of the Columbia on the Pacific Ocean would come up by that great 
river, bringing merchandise and meet deputations bringing furs from Edmonton at a 
little lake known as the “The Committees' Punch Bowl," near the junction of the 
Whirlpool and Wood rivers. There they exchanged burdens. The trail is well known

The greater |xirt of the supplies for the Hudson's Bay Company's employees at 
Edmonton came by boat from Winnipeg, by way of Lake Winning and the Saskat­
chewan River, and the arrival of the “brigade of iMiats," laden with merchandise to 
trade with the Indians and provisions to feed the |M*ople at the agency, and their 
departure laden with furs, were the most important events of the year.

“North and west of the prairie provinces, where the swaying sea of golden grain 
breaks upon the 'bluffs’ the timlx-red shore of that sea of gold, lies Ruperts Land," 
said Cy Warntan, the other day. "Here 241 years ago the honorable governor and 
company of gentlemen adventurers of England began trading under the name of 
the Hudson's Bay Company. This is the oldest trading company in the world. No 
corporation ever held such absolute power, the power to |xirdon or to condemn to 
death those who violated the law of the land—a law made and enforced by them­
selves. Those who knew the wide Northwest, the inhabitants thereof, and this 
ancient and honorable company, will agree that the real story of the Hudson's Bay 
Company has never Ixvn told.

"The fiction stock of average writers is passed on front one to another as the 
years go by. Sometimes the tales are improved by telling, but nearly always the 
story in substance remains the same. We are told of timlx*r wolves eating men 
in the forests, yet natural history students have sought for years to fix this crime 
or to find the remains of a man who had Ixvn eaten by wolves.

"Wild stories are told also of how the Hudson's Bay factors used to take fierce 
delight in pasturing free-traders on the barren prairies with the thermometer 50 
degrees Ix-low zero; but never one of them ever returned to tell the tale. Moreover, 
no one has ever Ixvn able to pnxlucc a witness to such barbarity.

"And then there is the story of the factor's liking for long guns, because he was 
supposed to make an Indian stack buffalo rolx*s until the pile reached the top of the 
rifle, but nobody has yet come forward to say, 'I have seen this thing.' As a matter

149



LETTERS ON CANADA, BY WILLIAM E. CURTIS

of fact the Indians' liking for a long gun was horn of the belief that a long gun would 
shoot and kill a long way off. In one popular story is a reference to stolen bacon 
at York Factory a dozen years before any bacon was ever seen there. These ancient 
stories should be put away and some new fiction introduced.

• * •

"The Hudson's Bay Company has always been criticized for trying to keep its 
hunting grounds to itself, and for failing to notify the world that a lot of land in the 
Canadian Northwest was fair, fertile and fit for settlement. We forget that it was 
not in the colonization business, and naturally sought the preservation of the wild as 
its explorers found it. We forget, too, that until very recent years, no one dreamed 
of the riches, resources and possibilities of the Canadian Northwest.

"Only seven years ago a Canadian-born American discovered a long stretch of 
wild land with a railway running through it that nobody wanted. He bought it— 
1,000,000 acres of it—and began selling it and settling it up. His critics, Canadians 
who had known of its existence for years, said it was a shame to induce people to buy 
farms in this territory because it was not fit for settlement. Meanwhile, the Yanko- 
Canadian went right on selling section after section and township after township. 
The towns were named and their names were painted on narrow pieces of board and 
tacked to the telegraph poles. At half a dozen sidings box cars were ditched and 
these became stations.

"At the end of a year this block of land and a quarter of a million acres acquired 
from the government were more than half sold, for the most part to Americans and 
eastern Canadians, who moved in and began to build houses and barns, and to plant 
and to reap. One man bought 5,000 acres at 15 an acre, and in 1905 his net profits 
were $17.50 an acre. When this happened the critics of the colonization company, 
who had declared it a shame to plant people in those worthless fields, because they 
would starve and stagger back over the boundary and damn the whole Dominion, 
did not say, 'We were mistaken; we are glad it has turned out differently,' but they 
said: 'It’s a crime to sell such good land at such a low price.' And there you arc. 
The people who lived in Canada, even in the west, did not believe the territory was 
as valuable as it is; then, why should we blame the Hudson's Bay Company for hiding 
these secrets for a century or so?

"When the railways began to reach into the west," continued Mr. Warman, 
"many people said, ‘This is the end of the Hudson’s Bay Company,' but the Hudson’s 
Bay Company adjusted itself to the new conditions. It profited by the building of 
railways in the first place, because it was in a position to outfit the surveying parties, 
to guide and direct them; and it was in a position to supply the grading camps, to 
feed and clothe the builders.

"Instead of closing the trading posts the company enlarged them, turned them 
into departmental stores and went right on doing business at the old stand. In 
Winnipeg to-day it is building a great warehouse for the gathering and housing of 
stores for ail the west. Their trappers to-day have to go a little further into the 
forest, but they fetch out the furs as surely as they did 100 years ago, and more of 
them.

"The Hudson’s Bay Company has a great asset in its lands. When it surrendered 
its right to run things in the Canadian west, the company, under agreement with 
the government, retained two sections in each township. Much of this land remains 
unsold. Irately, as values have increased, owing to increased transportation facilities,
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the company has adopted the policy of parting with or.iy half a section where it owns 
the whole, or a quarter of a section where it has . talf a section, and has usually 
sold to actual settlers, who immediately begin to imorove the land. This adds at 
once from 25 per cent, to 50 per cent, to the value ol the land still retainer! by the 
company.

"The directing genius of the Hudson Bay Company on this continent is Mr. C. 
C. Chipman, its commissioner at Winnipeg. Five years ago a land boomer asked 
Mr. Chipman why he did not advertise and sell the company's land. 'Because,' 
said the commissioner, ‘we could not employ the money where it would earn anything 
like what it is earning through the natural increase in the price of land.'

"He was right. To be sure, they did not take the land off the market, but they 
did not go about seeking buyers.

"Many of the old customs still obtain at Winnipeg, which is the head house of 
the Hudson's Bay Company in Canada. When the flag flies over the commissioner's 
residence at Selkirk you know the commissioner is at home. And, by the same token, 
when the flag docs not fly, you know the commissioner is not at home.

"Often it has been said that the Hudson’s Ray Company made slaves of the 
Indians of the north. But let any white man, prospector, pathfinder or free-trader 
try to allure those Indians from the Hudson's BayCompany and he will find a hard job. 
For generations the bush tribes have served the old trading company, and the fact 
that they are still faithful and loyal is positive proof that they had been fairly treated.

"There is an interesting story of an Indian who took service with the engineers 
who were laying out the line for the Grand Trunk Pacific. When he was paid off he 
went to F.dmonton and cashed his check. He then went into a shop and spread his 
$17 on the counter and indicated that he would do business. He selected a pair of 
mittens, some tobacco, a knife and a red handkerchief. The clerk took what money 
he wanted from the $17 and gave the Indian back the change. Upon returning to 
Dunvegan he told the Hudson's Bay factor of the transaction.

" 'Show me,' said the factor, ‘what you have bought, and what money you have 
left.' Now, it turned out that for about $3 worth of merchandise the Indian had 
paid a little over $10. When the factor explained this to the Crée the latter threw 
the rest of his money into the Peace River and declared he would have no more deal­
ings with civilized people who lived in big towns, but would stick to the Hudson's 
Bay Company."

The Hudson's BayCompany was organized in 1670 by Prince Rupert and seven­
teen noblemen, who obtained a charter from the King to trade in furs and skins 
with the Indians of North America, and were "made, created and constituted the 
absolute lords and proprietors of all the teiritory" now known as Manitoba, Saskat­
chewan, Alberta and British Columbia, and the unorganized area around Hudson 
Bay. For more than a century these "merchant adventurers" had all they could 
do to maintain themselves against the Indians, the French and their rival, the 
Northwest Company, a combination of Englishmen and Scotchmen. As I have 
already mentioned, the two companies combined in 1823, and from that time on had 
a monopoly until, in 1856, the progressive element in Canada recognized that the 
Hudson's Bay Company, with its monopolistic rights and autocratic authority, was 
an obstacle to the development of the country.

An agitation was started which grew fiercer every year until 1869 the company 
surrendered all its title to all its territory except 50,000 acres to the Dominion govern-
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ment for an indemnity of $1,500,000. relinquished its monopoly rights and political 
authority, and has since been conducting business like ordinary mercantile corpora­
tions. The headquarters of the company are in London with Lord Strathcona as 
president, and its Canadian affairs are administered by C. (\ Chipman, whose title is 
commissioner and whose headquarters are in Winnipeg."

ALBERTA BUILDS $500.000 SCHOOL 
AT STRATHCONA

Although Province lias Only 300,000 People, It Plans Big University.
Two Town» Will Unite.

Edmonton and Rival City Across Gulf to be Joined by $1,250,000 Bridge.
Edmonton, Alberta, Sept. 28.—Like the Provinces of Ontario. Manitoba and 

Saskatchewan, the Province of Alberta has its university, although it is not on so 
extensive a scale as the others. Every Canadian province must have a university 
as the summit of its educational system, and, although Alberta has only about 
300,000 inhabitants, less than the population of the District of Columbia, or Dela­
ware, or Porto Rico, she has an apibition and a pride that is not measured by popu­
lation, and when the call was issued to organize a convocation, 364 graduates of 
British and Canadian universities came forward.

The Alberta University is to be a half-million-dollar institution. The provincial 
government has purchased 258 acres of land in the town of Strathcona, immediately 
across the Saskatchewan River from the statehousc in Edmonton, as a campus, and 
|)aid $150,000 for it. It is one of the finest sites that can be imagined, although 
twenty years hence there will be painful regret that three or four times as much land 
was not acquired, while it was cheap and unoccupied as it is to-day. The University 
of Saskatchewan has more than 1,300 acres—which is evidence of the wisdom and 
sagacity of its founders—and while money is scarce in Alberta, it is no scarcer in a 
comparative sense than it ever will be, and, according to the expectations of every- 
lxnly land will double in value every year for the next ten years or more. It would be 
an act of wisdom if the legislature should borrow money to buy a tract three times as 
large as that which has already been purchased, and upon which the university 
buildings are now being erected.

The existence of the University of Alberta began by legislative enactment in 
1906 when the chancellor, vice-chancellor, the senate and the convocation were 
designated and authorized to undertake the organization of the institution of higher 
learning at Edmonton, the capital of the province. Thief Justice Stuart of the 
provincial supreme court at Calgary was chosen chancellor, Henry Marshall Tory 
of McGill University was chosen chancellor, and a senate composed of fifteen mem­
bers was appointed, ten by the government and five by the convocation, which con­
sisted of all the graduates of Canadian and British universities in the province.

The faculty of arts and sciences began instruction the 1st of September, 1908, 
with forty-five students. The second year opened in September, 1909, with 103 
students; the third year opened in September, 1910, with 129 students, and the fourth 
year is just about to begin with 150 students. There are four courses, arts and 
sciences, agriculture, law and medicine and a faculty of thirteen professors and 
instructors from McGill, California, Harvard, Toronto, Leipzig, Jena, Yale, Johns 
Hopkins and Paris universities.
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Women and men are on equal foot inn in every respect, and probably one-third of 
the student* this year will Ik* women. Under the act of incorporation the senate 
was authorized to bring affiliated colleges into the scheme, and two sectarian insti­
tutions, Alberta College, a theological training school of the Methodist Church, and 
the Presbyterian Theological College have taken advantage of the privilege. There 
will be no connection between the affiliated institutions and the university except 
that memlx*rs of the faculties may give instructions in both, and all graduates will 
receive their diplomas from the president of the university.

The Methodists already have erected a building for lecture-rooms and dormi­
tories at a cost of $100,000 and the Presbyterians are expected to make similar 
provisions for their students next year.

The faculty of Alberta College already has been elected by the Methodist con­
ference, and consists of four preachers of local reputation for Biblical learning and 
soundness of dex-trinc, and forty or fifty students have already lx*en registered for 
the fall term.

The provincial legislature last winter appropriated $100,000 for the erection of a 
dormitory for students of the university, which will lx* used for the present Inith for 
lodgings and lectures. It will lx* completed in Novemlier. The foundations of a 
second building for the office of the administration, library, lecture-rooms and 
laboratories have lx*en laid, and it will lx* ready for use at the o|x*ning of the fifth 
year of the institution, in 1912. This w ill also be |>aid for from an appropriation by 
the legislature. Authority has been granted for the issue of $">00,000 of 4 per cent. 
Ixmds, maturing in thirty years, for further buildings as they may lx* needed in the 
future, and the institution will be supported perpetually by a tax of 12* •> mills |H*r 
acre upon all lands which have been alienated from the government and are in 
private ownership, 20 per cent, of the proceeds of all taxes on lands in unorganized 
l>ortions of the province, 20 |x*r cent, of all taxes collected from the corporations, and 
50 per cent. of all the fees collected from inheritances. At present these revenues 
will amount to about $30,000 a year, which will be sufficient to maintain the insti­
tution, it is believed, with the tuition fees, which will amount to $4,000 or *0,000 
a year.

In order to allay local jealousies the university was located on the opposite side 
of a great gulf, nearly a mile wide, from Kdmonton, in the City of Strathcona, named 
in honor of Lord Strathcona, formerly Sir Donald Smith, who has lx*en the official 
representative of the Canadian government in London for twenty years. The swift 
flowing river, Saskatchewan, fills the liottom of the gulf, and on its banks are saw­
mills, brickyards, various other manufactories and two or three coal mines, within 
the city limits.

The city is preparing to build a bridge for street cars, carriages and pedestrians 
from the top of the bluff. There are two bridges at the bottom of the gulf, and loaded 
wagons, carriages and other vehicles are lifted and lowered between the river and 
the top of the bluff by a huge elevator ow ned and operated by the municipality.

There is to be a marriage of the two towns next w inter. The date has not yet 
been fixed, but the ceremony w ill probably occur about the 1st of January. Edmon­
ton claims 30,000 inhabitants; Strathcona claims 0,000. Both figures are probably 
an exaggeration. A conservative estimate would give them 30,000 combined.
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There is a smaller proportion of Americans in the City of Edmonton than in 
other cities of Northwestern Canada, and a larger proportion of Britishers. The 
estimates given me are 20 per cent. Americans, 30 per cent. English, Welsh and 
Scotch; 40 per cent. Canadians, with a few from Russia, Sweden, Finland and other 
north countries of Europe. There must be a number of Russians here, however, for 
there are two Orthodox Greek churches. There are very few Italians or representa­
tives of other Latin races.

Edmonton has several imposing houses of worship. The Presbyterian Church 
now lieing erected will be one of the largest in C'anada, and is a reminder of the 
increase in real estate values in this enterprising city. The original site was bought 
in 1896 for 964.26,and it \\.i> sold in Auguat, 1911. for $195,000—being $1,500 a front 
foot for 130 feet on Jasper avenue. The new site and the new church will cost 
$90,000, and it is estimated that the furnishing will require about $5,000 more, which 
will leave the congregation a fund of $100,000, which is to be invested as an endow­
ment. The Christian Scientists have a hall in one of the business blocks with a 
library and reading-room. There is an attractive club to which most of the business 
men belong, and down in the valley of the Saskatchewan are golf links, tennis courts 
and other amusement grounds.

The Board of Trade, composed of public spirited business men, with an energetic 
and well-informed secretary, S. T. Fisher, takes the lead in all undertakings that will 
serve the welfare of the community, and is largely responsible for its prosperity and

There are two daily newspapers, representing the two political parties, of con­
siderable enterprise and wide circulation, and one of them, the Bulletin, is as old as 
the town.

The Hudson's Bay Company has many employees who married natives and 
raised large families of half-breeds, whose descendants are still hunting and trapping 
and bringing in furs to the company. Its principal headquarters are now at the town 
of Piincc Albert on the Great Northern Railway. In the early '60s there was a gold 
excitement and thousands of prospectors tramped hundreds of miles across mountains 
and prairies looking for fortunes that did not exist.

The first white men, who did not belong to the Hudson’s Bay Company to intrude 
upon its empire, were mis.-.?onaries. A Methodist preacher named Rundlc is said 
to have been the first. A few years after two Oblate fathers came in, and for a 
while there was a Catholic church within the stockade, but for some reason or another 
it was abandoned. In 1870, Rev. George McDougall, a Scotch Methodist parson of 
wonderful energy and faith arrived and set up a missionary station, and the next 
year induced a number of his fellow countrymen to come out and stake out claims on 
the river. That was the beginning of Edmonton. McDougall perished in a snow ­
storm a few years later, but the mission church he built still exists and is used for 
worship regularly every Sunday. The most active centre of business in Edmonton 
is now on the site of the mission, and the church was moved to a less valuable lot of 
ground several years ago.

• • *

Frank Oliver, Minister of the Interior in the present Cabinet and owner of the 
Edmonton Bulletin, is one of the oldest inhabitants. He arrived in 1876, when there 
were less than 200 inhabitants, nearly all of them employed at the fort. Oliver 
drove from Winnipeg across the plains with a caravan of loaded wagons drawn by 
oxen and made the journey of 900 miles in three months. He traded off his goods

154



LETTERS ON CANADA, BY WILLIAM E. CURTIS

with the Indians for furs, and thereafter made one trip a year to the base of supplies 
and back, which took him about six months

In 1880 a railway company made a survey through this country and was fol- 
owed by several thousand settlers, but the route was afterward changed, and they 
were left high and dry. An irregular cluster of log cabins and small shacks were 
built on both banks of the river, but the people went to farming and made money. 
Among other evidences left on the trail by the railway people was a telegraph line 
which stopped about eighty miles from Edmonton. Settlers from Ontario, who were 
crazy for news, raised the money to extend the line to their town and subsidized 
an operator to come out here and keep them in communication with the outside 
world. In the performance of that duty he used to receive a bulletin of short 
scraps of news from Winnipeg once a week and nailed it up on the wall of his office, 
where everybody could read it.

That suggested an idea to Frank Oliver, and the next year, when he came out 
with his cargo of merchandise, he brought a toy printing press, made in Philadelphia, 
and two cases of nonpareil type. He forgot to bring a head for a paper, but the tele­
graph operator carved the words, “The Bulletin," out of birch bark. He spent his 
spare time, which hung heavy on his hands, putting into type the scraps of news that 
came over the wire and printing a few copies for distribution, and that is how “The 
Bui. rin” happened to be started.

ALBERTA BUILDS CAPITOL, MODEL FOR 
THE WORLD

Statehouse at Edmonton Has Noble Site on Saskatchewan River.
Commission Rules City.

Metropolis Prospers Under Broad Government -Public Ownership 
Pays.

Edmonton, Sept. 29, 1911.—Edmonton is the capital of the province of Alberta 
as well as the commercial metropolis, and one of the most perfect state capitol^ to be 
found in America or in the entire world is nearing completion here. It has a noble 
site upon a bluff overlooking the Saskatchewan River and the wide stretches of 
prairie that surround the city. Immediately in the foreground is a great gulf, through 
which the river flows. A little to the right is a magnificent railway bridge, lieing 
erected at a cost of a million and a quarter dollars. The piers of cut stone, 110 feet 
high, are completed and are awaiting the steel trusses. The bridge will be one of 
the finest in America. The rails will be 120 feet above the water and the distance 
between the abutments will be three-quarters of a mile.

Immediately opposite the statehouse, on the western bank of the river, a group 
of buildings for the Alberta University is now in course of erection. The campus of 
350 acres which surrounds them corresponds to the site of the capitol, which occupies 
a portion of the site of the Hudson's Bay Company's stockade that was erected here 
a century ago. The capitol is of buff sandstone, four stories in height, of simple 
classic design, with a monumental portico sustained by six pillars, and a dome sur­
mounted by a lantern 182 feet from the ground. The approach is impressive and 
the main entrance is reached by a wide flight of steps with balustrades on each side, 
embellished with bronze lamp-posts.
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The interior of the building is well arranged for the accomrmxlation of the 
Ifrovim ial official» and the legislature of Alberta, which will assemble here for the 
first time in December, and it is expected that the building will lie dedicated shortly 
after the lieginning of the new year.

The form of municipal government at Edmonton is unique, although I am told 
that it originated and still prevails at the City of Fort William, the terminus of the 
< «rand Trunk Railroad on Lake Superior about 200 miles north of Duluth. It is a 
modification of the (ialveston or commission plan that is tieing introduced so rapidly 
in third ami fourth class cities of the United States, ami includes a feature of the 
(ierman system.

Every two years the people elect a mayor and eight mendier» of a city council 
at Urge, who form the legislative branch of the government ami exercise general 
supervision as representatives of the people. The mayor is the presiding officer of 
the council. He is also the executive of the municipality and appoints all necessary 
subordinate* subject to the confirmation of the council. He receives a salary of 
$3.001) a year. The members of the council are not paid. The subordinate officials 
m-vd not be resilients of the city. The mayor is expected to employ the lx*st talent 
he can get to take charge of the street car lines, the electric light plant, the telephone 
system, the schools and other municipal undertakings. He appoints a street com­
missioner, who has charge of |>aving and sewerage, an auditor who looks after the 
accounts, assessors and collectors *who have charge of taxes, license fees and other 
sources of revenues. All these men are |>ai<l lilieral salaries, fixed by the mayor with 
the approval of the council.

The mayor grants licenses for the sale of liquors to hotels, but there are no 
saloon». In order to obtain a license a hotel must have at least twenty-five lodging- 
mom*. separate and completely furnished; a rot and a chair will mit do. There must 
le a lied, bureau, washstand, wardrobe and two chair» in each room, and provision» 
in the* kitchen and dining-room and a sufficient numlier of servants to take care of 
twent)-five guests. Bars must close at 10 o'clock every evening and at 7 o'clock 
xuurday nights, and must remain closed until 0 o'clock Monday morning. No 
wine». Iieer or liquor of any kind can lie served in the dining-room of a hotel on 
Sunday, ami the law is strictly enforced. The other day the newspapers contained 
an account of the prosecution of a restaurant-keeper who had been running a "blind 
tiger" in his place. He was fined $000 cash and was notified that a third offence— 
thi* appear* to have been his second—would lx* punished by one year's imprison­
ment and the forfeiture of his restaurant license.

All public buildings in Edmonton have been erected with liorrowed money, and 
the- interest on the bonds is paid from the proceeds of the single tax.

Municipal ownership also prevail*. The city owns all of the public utilities— 
the street car lines, the electric light plant, the water works ami the telephone system. 
Telephone* are rented for $20 a year for private houses and $30 a year for business 
houses. The city telephone lines connect with government lines, which are under 
the control of the post office department of the Dominion. The rates for long­
distance messages are less than one-half those which prevail throughout the United 
States.

The public utilities are not operated for profit, but all of them are paying a sur­
plus which goes into a sinking fund to lx* used in extension* ami improvements. The 
original cost was paid by the proceeds of a loan.
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Thvrv are several fine schfMflhouscs in Kdmonton, which were paid for in the 
same way, and a dignified court house of classic architecture -one of the best I have 
ever seen—is just being completed ami will Ik* paid for by a special issue of bonds. 
The courts are maintained by a special tax on litigation. Any deficit is made up 
from the proceeds of the regular taxation.

Ixl mont on is a single-tax town and the greater part of the mtinici|ial revenue 
is derived by the collection of 14 mills on the dollar u|xm an assessment of 75 per 
cent, of the market value of real estate within the city limits. Additional revenue 
is derived from licenses and fees for permits. Pavements and sewers are paid for 
by special assessments on the pro|>erty benefited.

The school districts are authorized to sell delientures, jiayable in a number of 
years, to rover the cost of school buildings and equipment. The provincial govern­
ment makes a liberal annual grant toward the maintenance of public schools. All 
lands within the limits of the school district, other than government land, and in 
some cases certain other reservations, are taxed to meet the balance of current 
ex|H*nses of the schools and provide for maturing delientures. The non-resident 
land owner and residents without children are com|x‘lled to contribute toward the 
maintenance of the schools.

There are no government taxes, either federal or provincial, the province 
deriving its revenue from certain subsidies from the federal treasury, and various 
fees and licenses. The tax for school purposes is limited to not more than $10 a 
year on each quarter section of 1<M) acres, and for road improvement not more than 
$H on each quarter section. Incorporated towns and villages arrange such matters 
to suit their own convenience.

The provincial depart ment of public works undertakes all large ex|ienditurex 
in connection with roads, such as the building of bridges, and other heavy ex|iendi- 
tures on main highways. The making and maintaining of side roads is left in the 
hands of the settlers interested, laical improvement districts are permitted to lie 
organizes! and a rate may Ik* levied on all taxable lands within the district, to lie 
used for road improvement purposes.

The ex|iensex of the administration of the provincial government are |iaid from 
a subsidy granted by the Dominion (iovernment in lieu of the public lands within 
the limits of the province. This subsidy is in two forms -a cash allotment of several 
hundred thousand dollars and a donation of HO cents per capita of the |M>pulation. 
The new capitol, which will cost $2,000,000 or more, and the new university, for 
which $250,000 has been appropriated, are paid for by the issue of I Minds.

While this jieculiar form of government with the single-tax system does not 
please everybody, and has not given the satisfaction that was expected at the time 
of its adoption, the |ieople lielieve that the principle is correct and that a few years 
of ex|M‘rience will smooth things out and correct the defects in the administration.

The |ieople of Al lier ta claim the largest coal ilejnisits in North America and they 
are getting out a gmsl quality of bituminous coal at several points in this vicinity. 
There are three coal mines within the city limits of Kdmonton. They supply the 
local demand, and the three railway companies whose lines converge here not only 
get their fuel from them, but are prewiring to ship at least a thousand tons a day 
during the coming winter. The officials of the Dominion geological survey on their
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map* show 10,(MX) square miles of coal beds in Alberta province, which is a fortunate 
|H»ssession when one considers the long winters, the low temperature and the scarcity 
of other fuel.

Four years ago an authorized agent of the immigration department of the Domin­
ion government induced three or four families of colored people to come from Okla­
homa to Alberta. He thought he was doing a good thing. They had sold their 
farms in Indian Territory, had plenty of ready money and were looking for new 
homes. He sold them large tracts of land and they came north, bringing two or 
three carloads of household effects, farm implements and other portable property. 
They were well received and prospered, and through their influence about forty 
other colored families from the same section of Oklahoma came up in the spring of 
HMM). Most of them settled in town. A few bought farms. The lack of labor 
made them welcome also, but some fanatical persons began to talk about a negro 
invasion, the newspa|x*rs took up the subject and when it was discovered that three 
or four hundred families were coming from Oklahoma the next year the government 
authorities were appealed to.

The more intelligent colored men who arrived the previous year were advised 
to notify their friends that they would not receive a cordial welcome, and a negro 
who had l>ecn working up the movement in Oklahoma received notice to suspend 
his immigration operations, but refused to do so. He had already made contracts 
with railway companies for transportation; he had already sold several farms to 
those who were coming, and plans for a new town had already lx*en completed by a 
firm of American real estate agents in Kdmonton.

The matter was discussed in parliament and in the provincial assembly, and 
exaggerated report* of a negro invasion were printed all over the province. The 
authorities undertook to Mop the colored immigrants at the border and were suc­
cessful in many cases. The immigration regulations, which are very much the same 
as those enforcer! in the |M»rt* of the Uniter! States, are more or less elastic. They 
call for medical examinations and provide that the inspectors shall satisfy themselves 
that the immigrant is of respectable character and that he is not likely to Ix-come a 
public charge. He must make sure that no imbecile or insane person, no convict or 
lumper crosses the line, and as the Canadian inspectors are allowed very wide latitude 
in the application of these rules, and greater discretionary powers than arc intrusted 
to the inspectors of our immigration service, they found no difficulty in shutting out 
most of the colored people from Oklahoma. The medical ins|xvtors found many 
of them diseased or defective; others were declared inca|>able of supporting them­
selves, and on various pretexts they wen* denied admission. Some of them went 
back to Oklahoma, others n*maincd in North Dakota.

• • •
It was an unjust and arbitrary proceeding, for all of the colored people who 

came from Oklahoma were honest and industrious citizens, and most of them had 
considerable money from the sale of their farms. The Allx*rta officials, however, 
justify their action on the ground of public welfare. They explain that they did not 
reject the colored families as undesirable citizens, but felt it to be their duty to avoid 
any possibility of such friction between the two races as has occurred so frequently 
in the United States. They have troubles of their own at present without importing 
a race problem.
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The statistic* of the immigration department for 1911 show that 5,200 negroes 
have arrived in Canada from other countries since the year 1900, most of them from 
the United States, and when the returns of a census that has just been completed 
are published, the total numlx-r of negroes in Canada will lx- shown.

WEST DOMINION LAND OF PROMISE, 
TO HAVE RAILWAY

Grand Trunk Pacific Will Build From Winnipeg to the Pacific Coast. 
Aided by Government.

Skillful Engineering is Required to Lay Rails Over Mountainous Country.

LAKE HELENA AND WHITE HORN Mut STAIN, CANADIAN ROCKY Mot STAIN’S

Hdson, Canada, Sept. HO, 1911.—The distance from Winnipeg to the Pacific 
Ocean by the Grand Trunk Pacific is 1,756 miles. Owing to the physical character 
of the country, the western division of the road is subdivided into the prairie sert ion 
and the mountain section, the former extending from Winnipeg via Edmonton to 
Wolf Creek, Alberta, a distance of 916 miles, and the latter to Prince Rupert, B.C., 
about R40 miles. This division will lie built at the cost of the company, the govern­
ment aiding by guaranteeing first mortgage bonds, principal and interest, for fifty 
years, to the extent of 11.1,000 a mile on the prairie section and for three-quarters of 
whatever the cost per mile may lx* on the mountain section.

The conqiany is to pay the interest on the InuvIs issued on the prairie section and 
guaranteed by the government, from the date of the completion of the road (the 
interest during construction I icing provided for in the cost of construction!, but the 
government will pay the interest on the Ixmds guaranteed by it on the mountain
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section for the first seven years after the eompletion of the line, with :o recourse on 
the company for the interest so |>aid.

Thereafter the company will pay the interest on the "i guaranteed by the 
government, with the exception, however, that, should default Ik- made by the 
com|>any at any time during the next succeeding three years, the government will 
pay the interest, the company continuing in full possession of the property, and at 
the expiration of ten years after the completion of the mountain section any default 
of interest which may have lieen made by the company and paid by the government 
will Ik* capitalized and Ik* repayable by the company to the government.

The country through which the prairie section of the railway will pass, as I have 
already said, contains land now known to Ik* well adapted to the growing of wheat, 
which, in extent, is four times the wheat growing area of the I'nitcd States. This 
land, now lK*ing rapidly taken up by settlers, produces rich crops the first year of 
cultivation, and will furnish a large traffic for the railway as rapidly as it can In- 
extended.

The mountain sirtion, however, |Missing through mineral dejiosits and timlnr, 
will require a longer time for development, and, as stated, the government has there­
fore assumed the |Niyment of the interest charges under its guarantee. Not until 
1910 will the company Ik* required to assume this liability Inyond the interest charges 
on the one-quarter of the cost of construction.

The (irand Trunk Pacific engineers had three passes to pick from in laying out 
the line to Prince Ku|K*rt—the Pine, the Peace and the Yellowhead. The Pine 
River Pass is lower he Yellowhead, which was selected because it has the advan­
tage of but one summit, and also iK-cause it has a better approach from the east. 
Always as one travels westward one expects, when entering the mountains, to find 
sharp curves and steep grades. There are no mountain grades here, however, and 
the rise, twenty-one feet to the mile, is precisely the same on the long approach from 
Kdmonton to the Yellowhead Pass as it is crossing the prairies. This is possible here 
at the north liecausc the Rocky Mountains are no longer a continuous range. They 
break up at the Peace River, and through the broken hills the engineers were able to 
locate what is for all practical purposes a level line. Along these grades much of the 
future wheat of AIIktIu and a little of that grown in Saskatchewan is expected to 
find its way to Prince Ru|M*rt and thence to Liverpool through the Panama Canal. 
The easy grades will enable this new national highway to transport four times the 
tonnage taken by the same hauling power over the average trans-mountain lines.

The track already is laid to Fitzhugh, at the summit of Yellowhead Pass, in the 
Rm'ky Mountains, 230 miles west of Kdmonton and 1,114 miles west of \Vinni|K*g, at 
an altitude of 3,712 feet above the sea level, which is reached by an average grade of 
four-tenths of one |K*r cent. To attain this there has Ikk-ii some very skilful engineer­
ing, and, although the country is not rough, valleys have Urn filled up, viaducts 
have been built over gorges and ravines, streams have lK*en diverted from their 
courses, portions of mountains have lK*en blown down and shelves have Ikk-ii 
chiselled in the sides of cliffs in order to lay the rails.

Yellowhead Pass is practically level. The ascent and descent over the (irand 
Continental Divide will scarcely Ik* perceived by the passengers, who hereafter will 
follow that route to and from the Pacific.

0

0



KSTBANCK TO TUB YKLLOWHKAD PAHS, CANADIAN But KIKs 
161



LETTERS ON CANADA. BY WILLIAM E. CURTIS

Beyond Edmonton there is very little settlement, but stations have been placed 
ten miles apart, and those that have not been given names are called after the number 
of miles from the divisional point. A flourishing young “future great city" is Kdson, 
the first division point, 130 miles from Edmonton and 022 from Winning. It was 
a bare prairie a year ago, but is now the home of between 700 and 800 enterprising 
people who have applied to the provincial government for an act of incorporation.

Pembina is another promising young town. There is going to lx* a great deal of 
activity along this part of the road, because of the coal deposits, which seem to Ik* 
unlimited and are now being developed by several com|>anies. One of them was 
organized by Andrew Laidlaw, of Spokane; another by the Duke of Sutherland.

Let it be recorded before the fact is forgotten, or becomes a matter of dispute, 
that II. B. Round, of Edmonton, discovered first the value of this coal and organized 
the original development company, although a knowledge of its existence has excited 
interest throughout all Canada since the Hudson's Bay Company's expeditions 
followed this trail between Winni|N'g and Portland, Oregon.

The geological survey of Canada has made an estimate of 38,000.000 tons 
already in sight, as it were, and, what is very important from an economic standpoint, 
most of the seams can Ik* opened on hillsides, so that the coal can In* handled by 
gravity through chutes from the mouth of the tunnel into the cars or bins on the side­
tracks along the main line of the ( «rand Trunk Pacific. There are unlimited quarries 
of building stone and material for making cement, and no end of timber and other 
resources. Large deposits of mica were discovered in the neighborhood of Yellow- 
head Pass years ago, but were abandoned because there was no demand for it and no 
facility for getting it out. Rumors concerning large deposits of iron, copper, galena 
and even gold also have been current for generations, and the mountain sides are 
now being searched by prospectors whose camp fires may be seen glimmering like 
stars when the sun goes down.

The “Pass'* has been known for ages. It was used by the Indians from time 
immemorial. In-fore the Hudson's Bay Company made it a thoroughfare. It was 
surveyed by the Canadian Pacific before the route of that railway was fixed, and at 
least one settler has been living on the old trail for more than thirty years—a squaw 
man, a hunter and trapper, who of late has been raising cattle and cultivating vege­
tables to feed the construction gangs. He is a “squatter" and has no proper title to 
his ranch, but the government will undoubtedly recognize the rights acquired by long 
residence.

There are innumerable lakes all the way from Edmonton through to the moun­
tains. Some of them are very picturesque and furnish good fishing and shooting. 
Just now the ducks are skimming over the waters by the thousands and nobody 
seems to take any notice of them. Pioneer “resorters" have been taking up home­
steads on some of the lakes and building cabins, to which they can retreat in the 
summer with their families, and one amateur hotel already has been opened.

The pass through the mountains is the centre of a government reserve, called 
Jasper Park, In-ginning 190 miles west of Edmonton, where the railroad crosses the 
Athabasca River, and from there following the Athabasca and the Miette rivers for 
fifty-nine miles. The park is ten miles wide, extending from peak to peak on either 
side, and it is enclosed in a forest reserve of several thousand square miles. To
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nreserve the timlfer from fire and the depredations of thieves a squad of forest rangers 
is always on hand, and they also are required to protect the scenery, which is very 
picturesque and in places sublime.

There are no foothills; the mountains are like the climate, which is without 
spring and fall. It jumps from winter to summer on schedule time and front summer 
to winter, just as the mountains shoot up to an altitude of ten and twelve thousand 
feet front the level of the prairie. The highest peak is Mount Robson, which rises 
13,700 feet, with a three-sided pyramid at the crest.

The summits of all the mountains are bold and rugged. Their bases are clothed 
with evergreen forests reaching to the timber line, which is distinctly marked in every 
direction. Above it the monsters are stark naked, but fleecy clouds endeavor to 
shield their modesty and cold shrouds of eternal snow are wrapped around their 
summits.

At first the Pass of Yellow head is wide and level, set with pretty lakes and 
divided by dashing rivers. The Athabasca is a swift and relentless stream. The 
Miette is much smaller and has less character, but partakes of the spirit of the 
mountains, for it dashes along without regard to the damage it may do, and when it 
rains, as is frequently the case in this climate, it swells up with a sense of its own 
power and washes away trestle work and emliankments. The water of these rivers 
is of that peculiar light-green color that comes from glaciers and it is intensely cold. 
There are several glaciers in the mountains, but only one in sight, and that is sixty 
miles away.

We went up into the pass from Edmonton in the night, and when we awoke in the 
morning, discovered that we were held up by a washout. We watched the fearless 
and skillful bridge builders driving piles, laying cross-pieces, spiking braces and lay­
ing ties and rails until they had restored the connection, w hen Superintendent McCall 
gave us a switch engine and a caboose to go to the end of the track. We crept along 
for twenty-six miles through the pass over half-spiked rails and often stopjied to 
watch gangs of men with pile drivers, travelling derricks, steam shovels and graders, 
building bridges and embankments and protecting the right of way against aval­
anches and washouts, and all day the wonder grew concerning the ease and rapidity 
with which railways are built by machinery.

There are construction camps all along the line, which contribute to the pictur­
esqueness of the scene. Several thousands of men are living in tents and log cabins 
with corrals where animals arc kept beside them, and long trains of box-cars and 
flat-cars filled with rails and other building material lie on the sidetracks.

We got our first glimpse of the proud and magnificent Athabasca River at the 
point where it widens and forms Brule Lake, and, just beyond, where the track skirts 
Jasper Lake, it passes Jasper House, a Hudson's Bay trading post for more than a 
century. Then, turning south, it deserts the Athabasca and joins the Miette, which 
flows the other way into the Pacific.

The Grand Trunk Pacific Company proposes to take advantage of the scenic 
beauties of the pass and has obtained permission from the government to develop 
Jasper Park as the Yosemite and the Yellowstone have been developed. And on the 
site of the ancient Hudson's Bay station it will build a hotel to be called Jasper House, 
which, hereafter, will be one of the show places of Canada.

The track is pushing on at the rate of five miles a day under the direction of 
G. W. Miller, of Sac City, Iowa, who has one of those wonderful track-laying machines
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which can do the work of one hundred men, and yet, an the Irishman said so con­
temptuously, “it can't vote."

The old way of building railroads was tu distribute the material along the grade 
for several miles beyond the finished track by teams of horses ami mules, then place 
the ties and rails into position by hand and spike them together. In this way a well- 
trained gang could lay a mile a day, hut the Roberts pioneer track-laying machine, 
which is being used here, has revolutionized the business, and, with a gang of a 
hundred man, can build five miles a day.

It consists of a train of ten or twelve flat cars, laden with ties, rails, spikes, 
fishplates and anglehars, with one locomotive at the head and another at the tail, 
and in advance of the former a far-reaching derrick, operated by a young man 
who sits in a revolving chair.

On each side of the cars is a continuous trough containing an endless belt, run­
ning slowly on spools. One of the belts is made of chains and the other of heavy 
leather set with spikes. On the flat cars groups of men roll the steel rails into the 
trough of chains, and they are carried slowly to the front, where the derrick seizes 
them, and, carefully guided by the young man in the chair, lowers them into position 
upon ties that have come a little earlier in the trough on the other side of the train 
and in the same way.

There is a stream of ties always |>assing through the trough, ami gangs of men 
stand in line at the end—two and two —who grab the ties as they fall, place them on 
the right of way, and then return quickly to get another load. Other men are 
waiting to straighten them into |Misition, and when the rail is lowered into place the 
spikers come along ami drive their big rough nails as fast as you can count them. 
The locomotive grunts ami the derrick groans, and when they can reach no farther 
the train takes a hunch at a signal from the young man who sits in the chair and the 
wheels of the first locomotive are pushed up to the end of the last rail.

It is a fascinating affair, this track-layer, and has hypnotic powers. The work­
men seem to regard it with the indifference of familiarity, but a “tenderfoot" scarcely 
can tear himself away.

CANADIAN RAIL LINES TRIUMPH FOR 
AMERICANS

All Great Dominion Roads Except One Built by Yankee Genius.
Hays' Career Brilliant.

Illinoisan Transforms Streaks of Rust Into Grand Trunk System.

FitZUVUII,B.C.,Oct. 1,1911.—The men whoarebuildingtheGrandTrunk Pacific 
Railway, the second line across the continent, are Americans, although the project is 
backed by the Canadian government and the directors of the company are English­
men, with their headquarters in Dashwood House, London. Charles M. Hays is the 
projector, promoter, president and the man higher up. He was the inspiration and is 
the power that is carrying the plan to completion. The contractors are Foley, Welsh 
and Stewart, of St. Paul. B. B. Kelliher, the chief engineer, was recently engaged 
upon the short line that the late David II. Moffatt was building through the moun­
tains of Colorado from Denver to Salt Lake City; H. II. Brewer, general superin- 
tendent, came from the Wabash system; II. II. McCall, division sujx-rintendent, is
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a Louisiana man. who came here front the Illinois Central, anil the Inins of the track- 
laying gangs is G. A. Miller, of Sac City, Iowa, who has laid ties and steel on all of 
the great railways of the Northwest.

With the single exception of the Canadian Northern, all the railways of the 
Dominion were conceived and constructed wholly or in |iart liy Americans. Some of 
the builders have liven knighted, to Ik- sure, but they were "made in America.” Sir 
William Van Horne is a brother of the middle west. He was originally a tele­
graph operator at Joliet, and later su|K*rintendent of the Chicago & Alton, and 
being genial, happy and artistic, was |>opulur and strong.

Charles Melville Hays, the man who is doing things out here, was born in Ris k 
Island, III., May 10, 1850. His father was a druggist—a restless wanderer who left 
his native state of Pennsylvania la-lore Charles was Ixirn, and after s|K-nding a year 
or two at a dozen different places, went back to his native village, where he died 
when the boy was 17. A friend of the family got the latter a clerkship in the office 
of the Atlantic and Pacific Railway auditing department at St. Louis, and in 1873 
he began his railroad career counting ami checking up the punched tickets that the 
conductors sent in. He had an ambition to become a lawyer, and used to read law 
I looks in his boarding-house at night. He ho|H-d to obtain a transfer into the legal 
dejiartment of the road, but fate determined otherwise, and within a year he was 
making the whirls go around in the operating department.

He remained in the service of the Atlantic and Pacific Railway for three years; 
then went over to the Missouri Pacific, where he served under the direction of 
A. A. Talmage, general superintendent, who was an ideal railroad manager. He 
was pushed up rapidly Ixrause he did things and did them well, and when the 
Gould interests got hold of the Wabash in 1880 he was appointed assistant to the 
general manager; three years later he was promotet I to the first place, ami when 
he was 37 years old was mat le vice-president of that system.

In January, 1800, the directors of the Grand Trunk Company of Canada, after 
looking about for several months to find the right sort of man, induced Mr. I lays 
to go to Montreal anti take charge of the re-organization, regeneration ami recon­
st ruction of that railway, which hatl been going down for years, anti hat I reached 
the point of decay which railway men descrilie as “two streaks of rust over a cor­
duroy grade." Sir William Van Horne, who hatl risen from the key of a telegraph 
operator to be general superintendent of the St. Paul Road, hatl galvanized the corjise 
if the Canadian Pacific, anti the Grantl Trunk directors wanted some one who was 

ca|>al)le of performing that operation on their property. Mr. Hays came to Canada 
and was given the right of way. He rebuilt all that part of the road east of the ( ireat 
Lakes, annexed the Central Vermont so as to get an outlet to New York City at 
New London, built the Victoria Jubilee bridge over the St. l-awrence and the single 
span steel arch over the river above Niagara Kails, and double tracked the road for 
878 miles from Montreal to Chicago with 100 pound rails.

AIhiui this time the late Collie P. Huntington, one of the greatest of empire 
builders, died and Mr. Hays was invited to take charge of the Southern Pacific- 
System. He went to San Francisco on Jan. 1, 1901, but remained there only seven
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months, whvn he was recalled by the English directors of the («rand Trunk with 
higher rank and wider powers and an opportunity hi construct a second trans­
continental railway from ocean to ocean. That has been his greatest ambition and 
is now about half done.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier ami hisLilieral parliament made it possible by the enactment 
of necessary legislation in the years 1003 ami 11)04. The line is lieing constructed 
from Moncton, N.B., whence it will have access to the ports of St. John ami Halifax 
by means of the Intercolonial Railway to Prince Ku|>ert. B.C., a distance of approxi­
mately 3,600 miles, crossing the Rocky Mountains with a maximum grade of only 
four-tenths of 1 percent., or twenty-one feet to the mile.

In addition to the presidency of the (irand Trunk and the (irand Trunk Pacific, 
Mr. Hays is president of all the subsidiary companies of those railways, embracing 
some 3,500 miles, in the Canadian Northwest, and the (irand Trunk Steamship 
Company, operating steamers on the Pacific coast between Seattle, Victoria, Van­
couver, Prince Ku|>crt ami the Queen Charlotte Islands.

The improvement of the (irand Trunk System under Mr. Hays' administration 
has continued steadily until to-day it occupies a front rank with the railways of the 
world. He is in full authority over the company's affairs in America, the directors of 
the conqiany and its shareholders, who numlx-r upward of 54,000 lieing located in 
England.

I • * •

Down in St. Louis old railroaders remcmlter Charley Hays as an extremely 
industrious young man with a lot of enthusiasm ami a feverish anxiety to work. He 
had the delicate pallor, but not the stoop of a student of Ixxiks. To-day he fits in 
harmoniously with his ruddy, roast beef associates on the (Irand Trunk Board when 
they meet, twice a year at Dashwmnl House, London, E.C. His years at St. Louis, 
where he rose front a clerkship to a vice-presidency, furnished him a thorough educa­
tion in the greatest of all universities, human experience. In that school he learned 
the art of management -first to manage himself, and second to manage others.

Although despising politics, Mr. Hays would have made a great politician tiecause 
of his tact, his patience, his charming disposition ami his |x-rsonal magnetism. He 
jHissesses to a high degree that rare facility of inqiarting to others his ideas us well 
as his inspirations. His genius as a director is such as to inspire the confidence of all 
the men under his command so that they serve him with delight. He chix>ses his 
captains with care, and then holds them responsible for the conditions and the service 
of their branch of the business. He relieves friction between the heads of detri­
ments with genial tact; he is prompt to recognize and reward merit; he is always 
ready to accept suggestions from his sulxmlinatcs ami to give them full credit. 
Whatever makes for the betterment of the railway he has quickly adopted and 
worked out. He has spent much time and money to make the (irand Trunk attrac­
tive to railway men of every grade, especially to the trainmen, shopmen and those 
who are paid "wages" instead of "salaries." He has provided night schools in con­
nection with the mechanical detriment for the training of apprentices, ami scholar­
ships in McGill University for a numlxT who have shown special ability, interest ami 
enthusiasm in their work. All this accounts for the loyalty and the efficiency of his 
subordinates and tends to the betterment of the service.

It is related by some of his asstx'iates in the old St. Louis days that his indiffer­
ence to the clock on the wall of the big office in which he was working brought his first
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promotion, transferring him from the passenger department to the office of the 
general manager, and if you will rail at his large room on the third floor of the Grand 
Trunk Building in Montreal you will notice that there is no dock on his green tinted 
walls. There is a portrait of his predecessor, Sir Rivers Wilson, and several maps 
showing different |>artsof the system, hut no clock,and,although he is very punctual 
to arrive in the morning, he never leaves his office until he ha*cleaned up his desk, and 
that is what he expects of every sulxirdinate. He detests "clock service." as he t ails 
it, and once said:

"Such men know only two stations on the line —Sundown and Payday."
Another tale that is told by his former associates in St. Louis is that when he 

finished his office work he went straight to a gymnasium and practiced for an hour 
every day. Me lives a clean, temperate life, and that, with his regular habits, 
accounts for his extraordinary capacity for work and his ability to accomplish things. 
Mis only intemperance is work, and that, he argues, will never injure any one pro­
vided then* is a night’s rest Ik-1 with the day*.

People in Montreal set their clocks by the passing of the president «if the ( irand 
Trunk through Victoria Square, as, rain or shine, he walks front his home to his office. 
Me keeps no automobile and no one remember* ever seeing him in the family carriage. 
One of his neighltors in the next block went to New York for a visit, leaving the chil 
«Iren in charge of a governess who was instructed to sen«l a telegram daily reporting 
the situation in the househohl. On the thin! day she sent this telegram:

"Children getting along nicely. Mr. Mays one minute late this morning."

In appearance, Mr. Mays is short, stocky, but not stout. Me has a large hea«l, 
covered with fine, smooth iron-gray hair an«l conceals his cheeks anil chin with a 
square trimmed lieard. Me is quick in his movements, as he is alert in his niitul, 
and whatever he does is done with energy and enjoyment. Me is bubbling over with 
humor and not only loves to tell a story, but is willing to listen to one — which is a 
rare accomplishment. Me «Iresses neatly, chooses quiet |>atterns ami colors, ami 
loves good things to eat, but has a mislest apfietitc. Me has a <lemocrati«' «lignity 
in his manners ami meets all men with a cheery, cordial smile, which is more influen­
tial in emergencies than the arguments of the legal department. Mr. Mays loves 
Ixxiks and pictures ami music, but his tastes are simple and unassuming. Me might 
wear a title like Sir William Van Horne, Sir Thomas Shaughnessy and Sir William 
Mackenzie, but it is mit to his taste. Me «leclined a knighth«xxl ami a directorship 
in Canada's greatest liank in the same week.

One ambition of Mr. Mays remains unsatisfied, but it is in sight —that is to run 
the trains of the Grand Trunk Railway into the City of Boston over its own tracks. 
They reach the Atlantic Ocean at Portlaml, and Long Island Sound at New London; 
they will be laid in the centre of the business district of Providence this fall, and a 
campaign to obtain a right «if way into the hub of the universe, in competition with 
the New York Central Company, which owns the Bost<m ami Alliany, ami the New 
York, New Haven ami Hartford Company, which owns everything else in New 
Knglaml, is going on, with a determination on Ixith si«les that means a long ami a 
hot fight.
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PRINCE RUPERT’S HARBOR TO GAIN TRADE 
TO ORIENT

New Route to Japan MM) Miles Shorter From Chicago Than Any 
Other.

To Finiiih Road in 1914.

Fnglish Syndicates Developing Mineral. Farming and Fishing 
Resources.

I it/ki i.ii. B.C.. Oct. 2. 1011. The last 1.000 miles of the Cram! Trunk Pacific 
from Kdmoiiton to the Yellowhead Pass of the Rockx Mountains in lieing Imili an 
rapidly as it consistent wiih solid, |icrmancni work. This is called the “mountain 
section" and I he construction has larn given over to two firms of contractors, one 
of which is building from the ocean east, and the other through the mountains 
westward

PRINCE RUPERT. tl.C.

At the Pacific end 100 miles of track has been completed and liallasted to 
Vanarwlol and trains are running regularly. < trading has lieen finished 140 miles 
further eastward to Aldemcre, and the su|M*rintcndcnt ho|ws to start a service of 
one mixed train a da> each way to that |Miint some time during the winter, which is 
entirely |M»xsihlc as the weather oil the Pacific slope is never so severe as to interfere 
with construction.

A contract has lieen let for the filling of the 410-mile gap between Alilemere and 
Tele Juane Cache, on the western entrance of Yellow head Pass in the Rocky Moun­
tains which will Ik* completed by the end of 1913, and President Mays is very con­
fident that through trains will lie running from Winnijieg to Prince Ru|ierl in time 
to assist in moving the harvest of 1011. Hy the time the Panama Canal is ojienvd 
in 101.i traffic will be fully systematized and a fleet of steamers will be waiting in the 
harlxir of Prince Rujicrt to In* loaded with cargoes for l.ivcr|MN>l.

A contract has liecit let to a Seattle firm for the construction of docks, ware­
houses and elevators at Prince Kii|k rt at a cost of $3.000.000, and a dry-dock to 
cost $2,000,000, capable of holding the biggest liattleship that will In* launched
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picturesque on the Pacific count. The town site occu|>ir* an amphitheatre of land 
doping gently back for almut two mile» from the edge of the hay. with perfect con- 
dit am* for drainage and sewerage.

The town site occupies the whore line of the liay for five or »ix mile* and oppowite 
an- the IJueen Charlotte Islands. which will offer delightful wile» for villa», summer 
hotel* ami pleasure grounds. To the northwest, through a channel that offer* 
wonderful scenery, is situated the Indian village of Met la Italia, known on the coast 
as the "Holy City," liecausc all the inhabitants, who were savages a few years ago, 
have liven converted to the Christian religion and |ier»uadcd to adopt the habits 
ami custom* of civilization through the influence of one man. Rev. Mr. Duncan, a 
•elf sacrificing and devoted missionary of Christ. The Indian* are engaged in 
IMcking salmon, manufacturing baskets and in other profitable industries.

The town site of Prince Ru|iert, which, by the way. was laid out by a Boston 
lamlma|ie architect, is owned jointly by the government of British Columbia, 
which has a quarter interest, and the Grand Trunk Pacific Town and Development 
Company, which has a three-quarters interest, and which is owned entirely by 
the- railroad eor|*>ration.

It U about six miles long and two miles wide, and nearly one-fourth of the lot* 
have liven sold. Before an inch hf ground was offered for sale ample reservation* 
wife made for |*irks, playgrounds, market-squares, schoolhousrs and public build­
ing* The streets are wide and have lieen planted with trees and many ol them are 
already sewered and laid with subways for telegraph and telephone lines, water and 
•ewer pipes.

There has I wen no great Inmiiii or hysterical speculation, but solid capitalist* 
from \Vinin|wg, Toronto, Montreal, Vancouver and other cities have invested con 
•nleralite sums of money on their expectation* and several hundred thousand dollars’ 
w<»rth of lots have been sold in London, where the < ira ml Trunk Town and Develop­
ment Company has a regular agency.

I »m- of the first buildings erected is a comfortable hotel called the "Prince Rupert 
Inn.” The jMtronage was so great that it became necessary to erect an annex before 
the- eml of the first year. The first house in Prince Rujwrt was built in I IKK Now 
ihere are more than I.A4NI houses.

The liM-ation may !*• found easily iqion any map, although the town did not 
exist when the most recent atlases were published. It is near the mouth of Skeena 
River. op|M»»ite the north end of ( ira ham Island of the yuern Charlotte group.

The line of the railway west of the Ris ky Mountains has been graded about 
eight> mile» east of Tete Jaune Cache. The entire distance from the summit of 
Yellow head Pass in the Rocky Mountains to Prime Ru|*-rt is H30 miles. The route 
follows the valleys of the I"raser, Nechaco, Bulkley, Babine ami Skeena rivers, which, 
with their tributaries, drain a large tract of what is consiilcred the finest agricultural 
la ml» in British Columbia.

The valley of the Peace River alone offer* room for I.IMMI.INM) farmers on soil as 
giHsI as can In- found in any part of Canada. Concessions of the t .rand Trunk 
Pacific include a branch line into that valley, which already ha* Is-en surveyed and 
will lie built when the main line is in operation.

17»



LETTER» ON CANADA. B Y WILLIAM E. CURTIS

Mineral resources of the mountain section of the new roa<l have liwn subject to 
investigation by the geological survey of the Dominion government, ami are well 
understood. The coal deposits are without limit, ideologists declare then- is 
enough coal along the line of the road to furnish fuel for the entire world.

More than one hundred square miles of coal land has lieen taken up alreadx 
and undoubtedly will be operated in the near future. The coal is similar to that of 
Alaska and the construction of this railroad to the coast and the development of 
these ifeposits may have an inqiortnnt effect iqsiii Alaskan enterprises. There is 
also an abundance of coal on (Jiurn Charlotte Island ami surface indications of 
copper, silver ami iron ap|.car in many places. The country is full of pros|iectors. 
who are grubbing around in the forests, and hammering the rocks, without ini|sirtant 
discoveries up to this time.

A greater source id wealth will Ik* the fisheries, for in the neightmrhiKid of 
Prince Rupert are halibut, cod. and other staples beyond any other banks in the 
world. Millions of pounds of halibut have licen taken annually for several years, 
and several hundred fishermen and laborers have lieen engaged along this coast. At 
least fi.OOO people are employed during the season in packing salmon. Skeena River 
is one of the greatest salmon rivers in the world, and more than a million dollars' 
worth of fish were taken out of it this summer.

The halibut is smoked and dried and several carloads of fresh fish are sent 
down to Vancouver ilaily to lie ship|ied to Boston ami New York. Kpicures max 
know all alxiut it, but house-wives who buy snow-white slices front their market men, 
and patrons of the dubs am! restaurants in the cities of the Last who order that 
satisfying fish from the bill of fare, will be difficult to convince that it was caught 
on the Pacific coast half-way between Puget Sound ami Alaska and xhip|ied 3,WHI 
miles in refrigerator cars.

With the completion of the Grand Trunk Pacific this industry, now in itsinfancx, 
will Ik- developed rapidly and will furnish mit only freight for the rail wax but emplo) 
ment for hundreds of fishermen and laborers who will have their homes in Prime 
Rii|iert. Already a SltNMNK) company has been organized to engage in thi* bitsim ss 
and it is building quarters in Prince Ru|tert.

It is interesting to know that a license has lieen granted to establish a whaling 
station within a few miles of Prince Ru|>ert. The northern Pacific Ocean is now 
the most profitable whaling ground in all the seven seas ami the industry has its 
headquarters at Han Francisco, where the lleets outfit am! bring their oil. The 
establishment of a station at Prince Ru|tert is a de|»arture and promises something 
interesting.

Next to the fisheries the lumlier trade is the most ini|sirtant. A large steam 
sawmill costing BfUO.OtMl, located at Prince Rupert, is kept busy supplying the local 
demand for building material. Within a radius of 100 miles of the city the forests 
contain timlier enough to keep twenty-five mills busy night ami day for generations.

Cntil recently the halibut trade has been monopolized by the New Knglaml 
Fish Company, but Canadian capitalists are cutting in, and Sir George Doughty, 
M.P., head «if the fishing trust of Knglaml, has sent two steam trawlers around from 
Grimsby to Prince Riqiert and is ex|>ectcd to establish a large ffeet. At present the 
products of these fisheries have to Ik- shipped south MO miles to Vancouver ami then
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«arried arrow three range» of mountain* to the market» of the hait, taking in transit 
front one week to ten «lay». With the completion of the (Wand Trunk PadSc 
halibut van In- delivered at Chicago in four «lay*, and at New York and Boston in 
five day*.

” *

r-W-V.

sTUMtT M KM-., KHIXt K Ml I'KM I, H i .

There has lieen a gissl deal of agitation out here lately liecause of the arrival of 
the Duke of Suih«'rland and a party «if other noblemen who are the prinei|ial simk- 
h«il«lers in the Western Camilla I .anil Company

This cor|Mnation owns a million or two acres of wilil land most of it in the red 
wheat licit on the (iraml "Trunk Pacifie -which is now lieing surveyed and plotted 
for sale, and the general understanding is that the duke and his associate* intend to 
colonise it with Knglish and Scotch farmer*. During their present visit they expect 
to m up th«- preliminaries preparatory to putting the laud on the market.

The same syndicate also owns large tracts of timber in British Columbia and i* 
getting ready to put them on the market.

•X new and commemlable it lea in advertising ha* lieen devised by the c«mi|iany 
in the form of experimental farm* to demonstrate what the soil will produce und how 
to produce it. It pro|Mises to provide cxpericncctl instructors for the colonist* at the 
start, because Imth theory und practice of farming in this section of the world are 
ra«lically different from what the jieople who are coming have lieen accustomed to in 
the old country. The Duke of Sutherlum! is «pmied a* having predicted that the 
«•oni|wny would locate 10,000 Scotch ami Knglish families on their lunds within the 
next five years, anil their success will lie as convincing an advertisement us could lie 
devis*«I for the attraction of other settlers.
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Then* i. a prosperous Mormon *cttlcment of almut 1,560 families called Kurd- 
Mon in souiheru Alberta. about IMHI mile* south of Kdmonton. They haw takvn up 
large trai l* of lam! ami an* cultivating it with great success Everytiody i* pros­
perous and KanUton bone of the most attractive places in W’estern Canada. Nearly 
two-tbirds of the imputation are from Utah ami Idaho am! they brought with them 
the same habits of thrift ami industry anil the same watchful Interest in the common 
welfare that ha* characterised the sari from the In ginning. They have a chuivh, a 
M-hool. an amusement hall, a choral society, a literary society and other organisai ions 
for amusement and mental improvement, and their home* are fit till up with com­
fort* which the other settler* in the ncighlmrhood do not enjoy.

There wu* a good deal of prejudice again»! them at the start on a count of their 
religion, but *o far a* the publii can ascertain there have lieen no pi irai marriage*, 
ami the mendier» of the colony have set a good ex to the vest of the community 
in imluMry. thriftand tcni|icrance, and the op|io»iiiun i* dying out. They 
do not allow *aloon*. gambling-house*, or other disreputable resort*, and if a man 
doe* not Ik-have him «elf he i« run out of town.
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His work is « lorn*, hi* last line has been |>enned 
Ami 'math it Fate has written thus -"The End!" 
lie has de|Nirted for a far-off land

Beyond the deeps of spare, to come no more — 
He who could make us see and understand

That which we had not seen nor known lief ore, 
Has laid his useful, pleasing |k*ii aside,
The last page turned, the final word supplied.

We who have learned to eagerly expect 
His greeting day by day, year after year.
As if to each of us it came direct,

Shall miss hint long and keep his memory dear; 
We shall not soon forget the debt we owe

For all the hours that he has tinged with cheer, 
l or all the truths that he has let us know 
And all the wonders he has made so clear.

The ones whom Fate the privilege denies 
Of viewing scenes that he was pleased to praise, 
Because he wrote, see through his kindly eyes 

All that he found to gladden and amaze;
We who have travelled where his course was laid 

And followed him through unfamiliar ways 
Have learned how well he saw, how true he made 
The pictures that he hung before our gaze.

His last long journey has lieen made; no more 
Shall he send back from any far-off shore 
A morning message to the ones who learned

Long since to prize his greeting day by day; 
The ink is dry, the last page has been turned,

He travels on the long and unknown way;
His high reward is won, his last line penned,
And saddened thousands miss an absent friend.

—S. K. Kish a.




