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Mr. President, my first words are addressed to you as 
the newly-elected President of the 21st Session of the 
General Assembly. Your long and distinguished period of 
service to the United Nations is fittingly crowned by your 
election to this high office. I know you will preside over 
our debates with that dignity and courtesy which distinguishes 
the people of Afghanistan.

As the représentâtive of Canada it is a great honour 
for me to welcome Guyana to membership in the United Nations.
I am happy to note that the Prime Minister of Guyana, the 
Honourable Forbes Burnham, is with us for this very important 
occasion in the history of his country. As the oldest 
Commonwealth country in the Western Hemisphere, Canada has 
watched with pleasure the emergence to independence of the 
new Commonwealth nations in the Caribbean. Guyana, which 
became independent on May 26 of this year, is the most re­
cent of these. Historically Canada has had a special 
relationship with Guyana and the other Commonwealth countries 
and territories in the Caribbean. Trade and economic ties 
have been of great importance in this respect, but our 
special relationship has extended to many other fields and 
has, I think, benefited us all.

Just over a month after his country became independent, 
the Prime Minister of Guyana joined his colleagues from the 
Commonwealth Caribbean and the Canadian Prime Minister in a 
conference at Ottawa to explore ways of giving a new mean­
ing to the traditional relationship which has linked our
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countries and of establishing a process of closer consulta­
tion and practical cooperation. We in Canada were proud 
that this Commonwealth Caribbean-Canada Conference was one 
of the first international gatherings of its kind attended 
by Guyana as a sovereign, independent nation.

In welcoming Guyana to the United Nations, I know that 
we can count on Guyana's représentât i ves to make a oosi’tive 

i and effective contribution to the deliberations of 
this international body. My country looks forward to a 
close and friendly association with Guyana in our approach 
to important international questions.
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