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Analpds Sritigue.
T D—

Aanucl Medico-Légul des Poisonsintroduils dans? Estomuc,
el des moyens ther upeutigiees qui lour conciennent ; par
C. AL AL B'e:urh.nb, Doctear 2lédecin de la Faculté
de Paris, &c. &c.

DAZ\’S fa vue de donner & notre travail autant d'uiilité et
d'étendus que possible, nous avons jusqu'd présent dévoué
ceite partie de notre ouvrage & 1’a~mly>e de divers traités qui
embrassent des sujets essentiels & la counaissance de nos iec-
teurs ; il nous reste mainfenant & uous occuper d’une science
qui intéresse également le Jurisconsulte et le Médecia.

Quand nous serions moius redevable aux DMessievrs du
Bareau pour l'accueil généreux que les plus éclairés d'entre
eux ont bien voulu dmmer 4 notre publication, le bessin de
Alédecine Légale, se fait depuis trop longte:ms sentir, surtout
pour ce quiregarde les moy‘us d'etablir des preuves, dont

¢ M&decin se dispense queliyucfois, mais qui sont nécessaires

i la punition de crime ou i la protection de I'ianoceace, pour
que nous ge tardions pas d'avantage @ dooner & ce sujet at-
tention qu'il mérite.

Le soulagement des souffrants et les consolations qu’il verse
daus le sein de la misére, ne sout pas les seuls devoirs de
celui qui se dévoce & Pexercice pénible de la Médecine. La
soci¢té attend encore de lui un service non moias important,
celui de travailier & la sureté de ses membres. Szus laide
des lumigres que cet art lui dévoile, le Magistrat ne peat

A



384 Axacysz Cuiriqre.

exercer evec {ruit 1a plus noble des prérbaatives dont lee
hommes réunis lui ajent canfié le précienx ¢épét. Chez les
peuples qui ne connaissent d’antres lois que la volonté de
feur chef, ces Jumibres sont nuisibles i 'ordre établi en
créant des mécontentemens, puisque la -conscience de son
état qui faitie vrai supplice de Uesclave, suffit pour lui faire
rompre ses chaines. Mais sous PEmpire glorieux qui nous
gouverne, le secours que nous pouvons préter surtout & ceux
pour qui I'étude de ]a Médecine n’est pas absolument indis-
pensable, devient pour nous un devoir d’autant plas impor-
tant qu'il est istimement 1ié 4 la juste administration du pous
voir judiciaire,

L’ouvrage que nous avons Sous les yenx est un traité élé-
mrentaire sur les empoisonnemens, et nous en avons fit chpix
pour servir d'introduction 2 d’autres beaucoup plus considé-
rabies dont unus nous occuperons bientédt ; mals avant que
dlentrar daus le mérite de ce livre, nous dirons un mot des
circonstances dzns lesquelles PAuteur s'est trouvé lors de sa
yublcation,

ML Bertranp s'est appliqud depais Pan 1811 awx ree
cherches toxicologiques qu'il a réunies dans son ouvrage, eta
surtout donué tue atteation particuliére 2 'emploi de Palbu-
mice délayse dans Veau, et dela poudre de charbon de bois
en solution aqueuse ; et cela, dans le méme tems que M.
Qrfila jettait les fondemens de son immorte! ousrage sur les
poisons de tous genres.  Mais des motifs particuliers ayant
retacdé 1o publication du sien, M. Bertrasd croit desoir
faire cet aven qui nous parait d'autant plus raisonable que
fzs premicrs indices en sont dounés dans le Jourual Général
da2 Médecine pour 1808, 1810 et 1811, époyue a lagueile
notre anteor publia dons le méme Jeurnal quelgues obsersa-
tinns sur iutitité da charhon de bois dans ceriains cas dem-
poisonnement.  Mais nous verrons par la svite que pendant
que ces deux JMédecins interrogeaient dans le méme tems
Pexpérience, chacun parait avoir obtenn des rdsuitats diffé-
rens dans quelgoes-unes, et Cest ce qui hous a engagé i nous
arréter un instant sur cet objet pour metire nos lecteur plus
a porté de juger du wérite de I'un ou de P'autre, daus les dif-
férens peints de contact que nous ferons observer, lorsgue
nous passerons & 'ouvrage de M. Orfila,

Dés son introduction, M. Bertrand sattache & faire voir ¢ que
Yaction des poisonsa des relatious spécrales avee la senaibilité proa
pic aus différentes espéces d'animaux, et avec les organcs decha-
quevspéce.  Les cuchons se nourrisseat impunément de jusquias
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eme; les chévres, de digué aqguatique, de tithymale @ elles wan-
gent ausst, 'k Rt en crob e guelques botamstes, Faconit tue-loup s
€t Iz reine des prés (spireda ulmaria, Lisx. )}, que rejettent les
veaux, fuil lears délices.  Les oisesux s'alisuzutent de la pulpe
421 entoure le noscau du laurier-cerise, dontl'eau distilice vt celle
de ses fewmlles sout un poison pour Phomme.  Les calllesy'angras.
seut avee de hellébore,  Les chevaux ne peuvesnt supporter les
feailles de weriner {pronus padus, Livy. ). Llarsenic est seule-
ment un drostigec puur les chiens et les loups; alogs fait périr les
renards et mén.e les chiensa fuible dose ; fesamaundes douces gt
servent & nox divers usages tuent les chiats, les renards, les foui.
nes et 1 famille des galhinacées, le poivre les cochons, les amau.
des améres les chiens, le persil Jes perroguets. ™

Quand & leur mede d’action il wimporle pas autant, com-
me Vauteur le pense, de saveir sileurs propriétés délétéres
se portent essentiellement sur le principe de la vie organigue,
suivant Bichat ; on si d’aprds les expériences de Legalois,
elles se dirigent sur le principe comman des denx vies.—
Cette considération ne doit point trourer place ici paisgn'il
est avoué par tous deux que les poisons agissent sur le méme
appareil dorganes, ot quela solution de la question se rédait
a décider si la moille de Vépine cst lesicge de la vie organi-
que seulement ou le centre commun des deux vies. Daus
dus sujets qu demandent autant de clarté et dexactitude que
celui qui nous occupr, on ne saurait trop se tenir en garde
coatre le penchant si naturel qui nous porte 3 chercher dans
des hypothéses cz dont la raison ne peut se rendre compte
par Pebservation, surtout si Yoy envisage combien il est quel-
quefois facile d'¢labliz par leurs moyens, des propositions es-
sentiellement opposées ies unes aux autres, ¢t dont les con.

equences conduisent souvent 3 {absurdité,

La mort produite par les poisons ingérés arrive, 1. parin-
flammaiion de 12 surface de Pestomac et des intestins, et ses
svites, 2. par asphyxie ou annéuntissement de la respiration,
3. par syncope ou cessation des mousemens du ceeus 5 enlin
par apopléxie ou nuilité Jes fouctions du cerveau et des neris.
Tels sone les différens genres de mort qui résultent de Pac-
tion des poisons, et quelquefois du concovrsde plusieurs d'en-
tr'eux. Mais Paptitude 2 recesoir leur impression dépend
e plusieurs circonstances, dont la plus rsmarquable est 1'é-
tat de vacuité ou de plénitude de Pestomac. Morgagni rap-
porte que dans un festin, dont les mets du dessert avaient
été apprétés avec de Parsenic au lieu de farine, ceux deg
convives quiaraient bu ¢t mangé abondammeat furent sauvés
par le vomissement, tandis que les autres mourureat en pey

<3
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de tems.  Makon-a fait la méme observation.. L'anteur res
marque.de plus qu’une substanve véunéneuse interposée-entre
des alimeus aora une action moins pernicieuse sur les tisius
organiques ds l'estoniac, que lorsqu’elle scra en suspeasion
dans un liguide qui-en fayorisera ilabsorption,, sielle est Cis-

soluble. ’

* Krapf dit que les acides, Pesprit de vin, V'ean de vie, Ie vin,
eau miellée ou.sucrie, contribuent & ronire I.u-.nmunp gins vé- °
néuses un gracd nombre de plantes (.t' la faidde des icuoprula-
cdes, telle est. l’uuusmn des sewences de.la ponue patieve (da-
tura stramonisim, § dans da vin,

Apres ces notious mm.m.cto:rcs, nous ailons suivee M.
Bertrand dans la considdration des agens particulitis qu'it
divise eii trois clusses.  La premilre-comprend tous Geuz quy
agissent par corresion ou par lesion de tissu orgavique ; la
seconde renferme les substaseas gui entrainent Ia mort par un
excés irrinabilite et de sensibilité organigae 5 latroisitae
de cclles qui-oceasionnent la stupéfaction - cu e narcotisme,
Cette classiiication est callé gue suivait Lichat dans-ses cours
de.Matiere MudGicaie, ot nous sowes poité & croire que
quand elle-nie seiait pas la plesscientifique, eile est au moing
Ja plus avantageuse pour ceux yei désirent acquérir les élé-
mens de catiescience.  Clest pour celd qu'eile convient mieux
que-toute-autre au Lut que I’.Luieur s propoese Cans cet ou-
Vidges

le Chapitsz premicr traite des empcisonnemens par fes
acides uiiriqey. wuriatigee, sulfziigne et phosphoriyue. Nous

eCIEruGIerCLy: POUT €11 LONUCT LB GpLErcy; udelc, tes parolu
miemes det’ \otenr. .

LT yrelicn examine pour voratater-Fexiatence de
l:'m MEOE T par e tulvql.« 'uu-fmlc . Vit encore, et
Gue U5u i 3 pIOLUTLE o fales QU (ulaon o los miatidres da
~eimasstiscnty b Ja titie j‘:l.l..ﬂfh des.levres,. dey dents, du foud
&: fagoige, du menton et desanzins; 2. 2 Pac |dtlédes nuliéres vo.
By G fent e tizrvescencc avec. les u.mbouale» a.hltm e dégay
E‘-‘-"" SR T aarbnnu)ur, ‘et qui onmt h‘vm ‘métulli-
qiss 3. 1a «oforanion-des 'egclaut €n-rouge; A, 12 wou pceuan.
tauon nt: sels liginndes-de I.anlt. de plends et dlargent par
ua S ¥OmnicIIers; S0iocuscment neunlha etluvées ;
5. a de&ompc.& 100" FECi Uque c.ul a iicu aven.une vive eﬂenn—
cence etiteé dlacide ity tigae et ALuiie volatile de thérébentine, de
laqunh- rénille up eésicu:a odeut de musc ; 6. la dmoluloon qui
sopéeéghivmentavec cffi-rvescenceet dépgemepl de gaz nitrenx,
iy meitunt ‘vie lanie d il t tremper dane les liquides: renduy ou
trouveés vans eatoninc,- snt.de Pacde nitriq .
pricte quiacel acude.de coaguleri "albumine du blaicd'®ufen fors
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mant d'abor:l un précipité blanc trés abondant, qui ue tarde pas
i'devenir jaune; d’eufiammer, 3 P'ade de la chaleur, fe charlion,
Je phosphiore et le soufire, cit en dégazeant des vapeurs orangeé:s
de gaz acude nitreux, seront wutant de caractéres essentiels pour
déterminer fu nature de ce genre d'empoisonnement,

Lorsgne la mort suit de pres Pempoisonnement par cet acide, 1
n'y a point d"alicration sensible des formes extéricures du vorps ¢
le bord hibre des 1évres est cautérisé, racorui et teint en jaune orane
g¢; on vuir quelquelois des taches de meme vouleur aux mains cn
sur JPautres parties du corps ; 1l sort de lu bouck:e on du nez un
liquide jounitre; la membrane mugueuse de fa caviie huceale, ¢t
lee dents, sont aussi teintes en junne ; P'eesophage est enduit d'une
esuche dense, jaunittre, ferme et grasse 5 les partics sous-jacentes
sent échiymosées. le veutre est metzonsé ; quand Pestomac n'est
P8 pered, il est wistendu par €us faz que Vou Jit avair Poleur
Jramandes ameres 3 ses funiques sont enfliamdes, et offrentinén.e
des Trches guugrénenses sur un ford d'un jaune vereiire avec en-
dmt piteun et grenu de mdme couienr s 2a face péritauéale est
adhérente zux orgaucs vaisics, les rades de sa membraune mug e a-
sese resolvent en un liquide mucilsginenx, son ouverture pylor:-
gue est retideie,  Dintéricur duducdenum préseme des gitein-
tions analegues.  La surfuce tuterne des autres intests, sustont
celiesdes intestins gréles, est plus ou moins phlogosce et adhérente.
On observe un ¢panchementsanguinolent dans fes cavitds dutnle
alimentaire.  Lorsque P'estomac est pered, on remarque, que lec
bords de 'nuverture sont circulzires et minces, et que 'épanche-
ment de la matidre épaisse, jauue, floccouncuse, s'éfend jusque
dans la cavité abdominale ; Ja surface extéiivure es viseéres con-
tenus dans cette capacité ofre des traces de Paction directe ou ¢h.-
anque de Pacide nitrigue : elle oot teinte en jaune.  Quand Ja
mort arrive longtems aprés lempolaouuemient par Pacide uitrague,
cn remarque wie maigreur extréme de tout [ecorps 5 les organes
soul tiétris, desséciiés, Je canal a'imentaire est prodigicusement re

“trey, surtout le pylore 5 Pintérieur de Pestomac prosente des la-
ches d'un ronge vermeil, indice de laformation d’une nouvelle
membran2 mugueuse; les trous que 'on dutingue & Pestomac,
suut quelquefois beuchiés par les adhéiences que e vistdre con-
tracte avec les parties voisines.

La présence de I'acide solfrique se reconuaitra, 1. A lx temte
nosritre, 2,1 fa propriété quiil a de rougir Ta temiare de violette
ct de lournesol, et de former, par Ie nitrate dlargent. fe nitrate de
mercure ct I'acétate de plomb liquide, un précpité blane pesaut
et nou liquéfiable daus les acides; 8. & ta faculté qua la poudre
de charbon de bois de lui enlever son oxigéne, & Faide de fa cha-
leur; 4. 3 celle gu’a le mercurelorsquon le fait bou:lhr aves cet
acide, de lui enlever son oxigéne, de s'oxider et dedégager un gz
acide suifureux

L.a démonstration de Jacide murintique est rendue sensible, 1.
par la couleur bisachie qu*i deteruvine sur Iy maticres ammales
wivantes ou mortes ; 2 par ia cororation d'un blanc jaundtre qu'id
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opére sur les coulenrs bleues végétaless 3. par lesprecipitésblancs
ou uri tles insolubles, quil forme avec les aels de plomb et d’ar-
gent seulement ; 4. par un coagulum épais avec le fut ; enfin par
sor, défaut d’action sur 'cau de chaux. Suivant Bergmano, le ut.
trate a'arzeni décéle la présence d’cnviron crot nnlhiéuies d'acide
muriatique daus fes fiquides, par un précipité argenté; d'aprés
Scheele, de petites lames dor ou des feuillus de ce métal, jettées
slaus de Iacide wuriatique oxigéné, 'y dissolvent sans effervese
ceace en les zyilant, ct celorest le liquide en bean jaune,*

Dans le Chapitre second, qui traite de Peffor des alcalis,
on lit ce qui suit :—

Quand ces substances sont prises 2 uie certaine doste, clles
produisent une chaleur brilaute dans Piotérieur de la beuche, du
pharinx, de I'estomac, une douleur vive & P'épigastre, des nausées,
des vomissemens répétés de matiéres inélées de stries sanguino-
lentes, 1’angoise de l'estomac, des coliques violeutes, des selies lis
quides ei sanguines, ou la coustipation ; enfin nne sorte de trem-
blemient couvulnr des machoires,  On observe aussi une agitation
continuclle, un malaise inezprimable, des syncopes, des suems
froudey, des mouvemens convulsits, de I'aliération dans les traits du
visaze, de la ditficulte dans Ia respiration, des hoquets 5 les parois
du bas ventre se distendent, le pouls est petit et irrégulier, e for-
ces safloiblisseut, et finissent par se perdre entiérement,

“QOn trouve 2 ouverture des persounes mortes 2 la suite de
Vempoisonnement par les acabs, les terres sub.2lcalines et les
sels alealns, les parois du phannx, de Pesophage, de 'estomac,
comdractés sur cux.méwes, euflammés, cauténsés, de coulenr
hlanchidtie, et noire par la potasse el Ja soude caustiques ; o,
verture pylurique rétrédie, ainsi que le canal intestinal, qui estdans
unetat de teusion, de resserrement, de cautérisation, de perforation ;
la membrane iuteree du tube wlimentaire est plissée, phlogosde et
recouverte d'un euduit visqueux semblable & du sang séreux et
non 2tre, ou réduit en une soste de bouillie.

I’ reconnait la présence sles alcalis, des terres sub.alcalines
et Ge leurs compuosés, a la propricte qulils ont de verdir le sirop de
Tivielte et de vin Touge, 3 leur saveur dcre, brulaste et Lixivielie,
Si cnverse de Pacide sulfuriquic sur les solutum aqueux des ma.
tiéres alcalescenies rendues par les vomissemens, ou sar celles qui
souk conienuesduns les premidres voies, thse fait une efiervescence,

1 il en résuite on sel neatre de la base.”

Certaives préparations d'antimoine, d’argent, de mercure
et d’or, qui fontle sujet du Chapitre suivant, se recounais-
sent, peudant Iz vie, aux signes ci-dessous :

« Soif ardente, chaleur britlante de tout le trajet du tube diges-
tif, coulenr déchirante & laregion épigastricque, qui bientor se
propage aux intestius 3 cautérisanon de couleur variée, du bord
hhue des 1évies, de Vintéricar de la cavité buccale, rougeur ou
yaleur du visage, gout de caivre dans la bouche, sgacement des
dents, haleiue exhalant ane odeur tétide particuliére, gonHement
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des gencives et des glandes salivaires, excrétion copieuse fune
salive écumente, quelquefois écoulement desang par 1a bouche et
les narines, ressecrement spasmodique de la gorge, nausées, vo-
missemens de diverse nature, saveur métallique des matiéres des
vumissenens, hoquets, coliques atroces, déjections alvines abon.
dantes, et forl sonveut sangamolentes, téusion et météorisme dex
parois de Vabdemen, Troubie géuéral, convulsious afireuses,
Inquiétudes, respiration génée, anxiélés, syncopes, prostration
des forces, sveur froide, pouls petit, serré et irrézulier, foiblesss
toujours croissante, et qui détermine 1> mort la plus prompte, sl
ne sarvient pas des vomissemens nuturels ou xollicités par Part. ™

On reconnaitra la p:ésence du sublimé corrosif daus les

matiéres des vomissemens ou des selles, & sa saveur icre,
acide, caustique ; & 1a vapeur blanche qui s’exhale, lors de
sa combustion sur d2s charbons ardens, avec une odeur pé-
nétrante, étouffante, et qui forme sur des lames de cuivre, de
fer ou de zine, exposées 4 son contact, une tache gui d*abord
est terne, mais qui devient blanche, brillante, argentine, par
fe frottement ; iz méme chose a lieu quand it est en solution,
laquelle prend elle m&ume alors une couleur verditre.
. Nous ne suivrons pas I’Auteur dans ses détails sur le mu-
riate d’arsenic sublimé, le nitrate ncutre de mercure, le sul-
fate acide de mercure, le turbith miséral, la poudre fulmi-
nante d’argent, 'or et P’etain et leurs composés. Ces subs-
tances sont rarement importées duns notre pays, et gous pen
sons qu'il serait méme impossible de s’en procurer chez au-
cun de nes Pharmaciens. Nous nous conteuterons de dire
un mot de Voxide rouge de mercure, avant que de passer aux
moyeus thérapeuthiques qui conviennent aux différens poi-
sons de cette premiére classe. On reconnait cette substance
& son rouge brillant ; 3 sa saveur & :re, au précipité brigueté
qui a lieu lors gu'on met du carbonate de soude duns une dis-
solutica de cet oxide, par l'acide nitrique. Sion le fait
bouillir avec 1’eau de chaux, il se dissout en partie, et IPon
obtient par le refroidissement, des petits cristaux transparens
d’une couleur jauue. )

Pour diminuer 12 causticité des acides minéraux, M. M,
Buquet, Fourcroy, &c. recommandent la magadésie, ean de
gavon et 'ammoniaque (alkali volutil).  D’autres ont eu cha-
cun leurs neutralisans, mais on avoue presque partout au-
Jourd’hui que Iz méthode Ja plus sure et Ja seule cilicace con-
siste dans 1'évacuation soit par le vomissement ou par les
selles, en s'attachant 3 calmer Vicritation plus ou moios grau-
de que leur séjour plus ou muins prolouzé a produit sur I'or-
gaisme.  Apres ls vomissement, I'suteur recommaude avee
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chaleur 'eaq tiede en abondance, comme délayant st adouv
cisszat. M. Casimir Renault a inventé un procédé mécani-

qu2 pour produire le vomissement, méme lorsqu’il y a tris-

wmus (michoire serrée}. It introduit dans 1a bouche ou les
narines, et meme quelquefois jusque dans Pestomac, une
sonde do gomme élastique adaptée & une seringue, et par ce
moven intreduit dans I'estomac les substances convenables
qu'il retire acssi par la méme vole. A cela prds, B, Ber-
traad ne fait que prescrire, daus de longs détails dont il aurait
sans doute pu se dispenser, le traitement autiphlegistique,
qui est celui gqui en eifet est le wieux adapté & ces sortes
daccidens. Mais ce qui mérite ici tonte notre attention
c’est Pusag2 qo'il recommande de Veau de charhon qu'it
vine samm e capable, apres le vomissement, demodifier "ac-
tioa prrmciease de tous les poisons qui agissent en corredant,

et en «&sarganisant Ia texture de Pestomac et se combinant

#nsuite avece les parties détruites, &c. 11 prescrit aussi I"al-
Lramine pure dublaac d'xuf comme possédant la méme pro-

prigté que ie charboa d2 bois.

Le premier Chapitre de Ia classe 11, traite des eficts de
Parsenic.  Gale recounait aux symptémes suirans :—

“Une irritaticn vive de Pestomac; une dealeur agug, déchi-
rente, de ce viscéres une chaleur extreme de 'esophayge et da
reste di canal aliinentaire ; des nausées, des vomissemeus excessils;
e soii inextinzuibie, un sentiment d'ardesr et une saveur austéie
dins Pusténienr de la bouche ; an agucemert des dents, un ptya-
lisme on crachotement continuzl et mvclontaire ;5 une évacuation
<inzumolente, qu s'exade de la membrane muquense de 'esia-
mae, ¢t qou sort par e hant et par I bas 5 feedématic des pau-
3* €res supérieares, Ia lividiteé du pourtour, des orbites ; des dé-
Joctions noires €t infectes, des coniractions partielies des muscies
du Lasventres fe météortsme on bomsoudement des paress de
cotie c3vaté s des taclics noires répanducs surla péan; et, suivant
Ta'éré (Midzc. 5. tom. 11, p. 206, unc démangeaison de tonts
Ir<ir-1ce ducorpe, quise reconvre de taches janes ou roussitres.””

Feis sont les phenomenes locaux ou caractéristiques qui se
mznifestent dans ’cmpoisonnement par les composés arseni-
cavy, ct par I"acide arsenicux.  Des mouvemens convulsifs,
d=s anxiciés, le tétanos, ane agitation continuelle, des lipo-
thymies, des st ears froides; le pouls petit, concentré, irré-
gulier ; Ia perte générale du sentiment, guelquefois celle da
mourtement 3 des vertiges, le délire, la lenteur de Ia respira-
tion, un ahattement général, une odenr cadavéreuse, qui s'ex-
hale de {out le corps, et gui annonce un commencement de
putrdfection ; la chuie facile des cheveux, des poils ot des
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#ngles : tels sont les symptdémes généranx ou sympathigues,
que 1’on observe dans cg geure d’empoisonuement.

On connaiira }a présence de I'arsenic, en jettant le mé.
lange contenu dans 1’estomac ou les intesting sur des char-
bons ardens, par sen odeur d'ail, ses vapeurs d’un blagc sale
et ._ propriété de vougir les couleurs bleves vagétales, et de
blaachir légérement une lame de caivre décapée. De tous
les procades que auteur indique pour s’assurer de la nature
de Varsenic, nous ne rapporterons que celvi d2 M. Hume,
qui nous parait le plus simple et en méme tems tres assure.

“ Mettez trois grams de Iz poudre suspecte dzus use boutaili=
de verre blane, avec huit onces d'eau disiilide, et faes chautisr
jusqn’d ebulittivn ; remuez et ajoutez alors deux grains decarbo-
nate de potasse suraaturés, en agitant coutinneilement le mélange.
Versez deux cuillerses & bouche de cztie dissolution, dans un petit
verre ; puis, présenteza lasuriace du liquide un morezau de m-
trate dargent scc ou de pierre infernale: s'il exnte de Varseinc

o

blanc, il se fera sur le champ ua bean précipilé jaune, qui partira
du poirt de contact du unrste d'argent avze le fusde, et se pré-
cipitera, vers le fond da vase, sous forme de flocons abondans,
gGue i'onne pourra jamais confondre avecaucene autre substance
au point de laisser do doule daus i'esprit.”

Un grand nombre d’exemples sont rapportés qui consta-
tent les effets pernicicux de farsenic appliqué sur la surface
de 1a peau, soit sous la forme d’onguent ou en solution.—
Telle est la fameuse dqua T5/fera dont lesfemmes de Rome
et Ge Naples se servent avec succds pour guérir radicalement
leur maris de la manie de leur reprocher leur iafidélité.—
Telle est encore cette drogue connue en France sous le nom
de poudrz @ moauckes, que quelques charlatans ont iatraduit
depuis peu parmi nous en solution, comme posaédant 1a pro-
prieté de détroire ces insectes et d’autres vermiues, gai n'est
qu'une composition d’arsenic, ct dont M. Bertrand a obser-
v$ les funestes effets dans plusieurs accasions. Nous ne sa-
vons pas que notre Police se soit eacore occupée d'arréter la
distribution d'un poison aussi subtil et qui se vend sous nos
yeux, quoique la Légisiature, dans un Bill qui a malkeurcu-
sement dchong, eut sagement pourvu que les personnes auto-
sisécs parlaloi A distribuer ces sortes de drogues, fussent obli-
gées de les conserver dans un endroit séparé de lcur labora-
toire, avec la défense, sons peine ’une amande, de n’en li-
vrer 4 quiconque ne serat pas muni d'une permission spécia-
le d’un Magistrat

Notre Auteura vu de semblables résultals par Vapplica-
tion da larscaic aux canwees, Ceité pratique meurtriére est
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encora en grande vogue daus notre pays, at il est psu de Mé-
Jecins Canadiens gui naient été témuins de plusieurs casd’em-
poisonnement par le méme moyen, mais nous n’en dirons
rien ici, nous réserrant d’en parler plus au long dans oo aw-
1re article. )

Le cuizre comme métal es? §3s o poizon, mais il Vest 2
nn haut d3ge6 qoand il estoxidé, tel est le vert-de-gris. Ou
reconnait cet accident aux sigpes suirans :

s Grande sécheresse de Pintérienr de la bouche ct du conduit
alimeutaire, un sentiment de stypticite méjalligue, des namsfes,
des rapports cuivrzux ; des vomissemens de maticres vertes, qui
nhlliguent pas Ia cardialgie qui les a précédés ; une scifardente,
un crachoiement mvolontaire, Pabdomen teudu ct doulourcux au
toucher, un ténesme opiniitre; altération destraits du visage, un2
oppression considirable, sclles séreuses ct sanguinolenies, spas-
mes, ccurulsious, petitease et irrégularité du pouls, des deinilian-
ces, sueurs froides, &

Quand . ces substances ne produiseat pas In mert incontia
nent, elles jaissent quelquefois des toux opinidtres, des para-
3ysies ou la phthysie pulmonaize.

¢« Le carbonate de cuivre ou vert-de-griz natarel, gui s¢ forme
spontandiment A Iasurface des matiéres cuivreuscs, sera reconuais-
aable, 1. 232 couleur verte; 2.2 sonindissolubilite dans Veau froide
et chande ; 8. 2 sa fucilité & se dissoudre avec effervescence dans
3a plupart des 2cides, et surtovt daus le sulfurique, mémesffnbh
4.33a promple et facile dissolution, daus i"ammoniaque, 2 laquelle
1t communique une belle couleur blene : 5. asa reductivn métal-
¥ique en le chauffant fortement avec du charbon ou de la graisse.™

Voici les sympidmes que 'auteur 2 obsersésdans un cas
d’empoisonnement par le tartre émétique.

L e malade fut aiteint d'une irritation vive de Vestomac, de
mouveinecns convulsiis, de spasmes, de roidleurs comme 1&tamanes,
de vains ctforts de vomissemens, dagitations, d'mqméludcs', ds
sucars partieiles ¢t générales, d'un €tat vultuzux dela face; son
pouis éfait plein el concentre.

Des vomissemeny bilizux abondans se déclarent aprés Vusags
de icau tigde donngz A profusios, et des déjections alvines de
mima nalure furent enlrelenues par Pempiol du bouillon d'her.
bes ; miais cen éracualions, par le haut et par e bas, se perpetug-
reut 3 un tel pomt, que je fus contramt, pour les faire cesser,
d’employer Ja himonade forlement chargze de suc de citron.”

Morgzagni afirme que deux gros de cc remdde n’ont pas
produit ja mort quand le vomissement 2 eu leu. C’est aussi
Ya remarque qu'a faite M. Majendie.

On peut le reconnaitre & sa précipitation en blanc par Pean
2 chaux et I'2cetats de plemb =n dissolution.
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Le tartre de potasse etdantimoine, projeté sur des charbons
ardens, noircit, se dé.omppse et laisse pour résidu de Vantimoine
métullique, quel on sast dire d'une couleur d'un blaue tirant un
peu sur le bley, d’un brillant argenté, d'une grande fragilits, se
eristallizaut en aiguilles; en plongeant vue lame de fer décapie
dans unedissoluticn d’émétique par P'acide muriatique foible, on
*9it aotimoine se décomposer en flocons noirs 2 surfuce,

i plumb de méme que lc cuivre n’est un poisen gue dans
on éist dovidation.  Les symptimes sont 2

¢ Szveur metallique doucedtre dans [lintérieur de la bouche,
&pinastralgie. nausics, vomissemens glutineux et d’une mauére
briteuse d"un jaune verditre, et quelquefois de matiéres stercora-
les 5 douleur abdominale sourde et peu durable ; danires fors
coliqu:s tnzupportables an uoindre monvement, avec un seuti-
meut de torsion partical:érement ressenti vers l'ombilic, et qu
obligent les malades de se rouler en divers sens, ztin de trouver
une postion avantageuse ; visage pile et d'un jaune plombé,
yeux saillans, respiration gdiiée, sentiment de strangulation, ap-
platisement et dureté du ventre (duretd, qui est spécialzment
due 3 la coutracticn spasmodique des muscles de Fabdomeu, ct
aurlout 3 celle des sterno-puiiens }; constipation opiniitre ; ma.
tigres excrémentiticlles rendues séches, e forme arrondie et d'un
trés pelit volume ; cuioncement de Pombilic, ressesrement de
Tanus, céphalalzie, malaise g2nsral, état morose, anxiétés, insom.
nies, trouble daus toutes les sécrélions, ischurie, dyzuiie, convul.
rioes ; donleur dans les membres, semblable 3 celle d’une affec.
ticn thumatismale aign€ ; quelquefois paralysie d’une des extré-
wiids, pouls lent, dur et tendu; sentimeut de formication aux
ex{rémilés des doigts, ct zutres symiptdmes nerveux trés varids ;
verliges, défaillances, stupeur, altiération diverse de la vue; deé-
live, qui quelquefois s"apyproche du délire maniaque ; syncopes,
sureurs froides, &c.

A {Pouverture des cadavres aprés 'empoisonnement saturniu,
on trouve ordivairement Pestomac et le caual iutestinal, surtout
Ie colon, dans un &1t de contracture, de retréussement, de sé-
theresse remarquable, et guelquefois wméme d’oblitération, d'ou
Senssiz un marasiue plus ou moins fortement prononed, Ony
vbhserve, en outre, des traces d'wflazmnation, et méme de gau.
gréne, ot quelquefois des invaginations intestinales.™

On le reconnait par quelgu’un des procédés svivans: Eu
trempast unc lame de zinc dans une dissolution de plomb,
celui-ci se pricipite en &tat métalligue.

** 31 on svupgonne quun vin soit sophistiqué par la litharge,
on peut s’assurer de sa prészuce en versant quelques gouttes de
sulfure d= potasse liquide { foie de souire), ou de Ia liqueur pro-
batoire "Uanhmann, dansle vin suspecté et étendu dun pen
A can distellee ; & liastant le mélange devient d'un nair plus cu
moius fonce, et le précipité est d'un jaunz rouge, si le viu ue coi
tient pas de plowmb.™ ’
Bg
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Quand A empoisonnement par le zinc il 08 présente sue
cun phénewenc particulicr pour ce qui cst des symptdmes et
des {é:ions, qui ne soit renfermé dans cs gue noss avons vy
des autres minérauy. Ii suffit de remarguer que le sulfate
de zinc est précipité en blanc un pen verditre par 'ammoni-
aque, et cn blanc légérement bleuitre par le prussiate de
potasse. En fondant, i "aide d’one forte chaleur, tous ces
précipités bien desséchés, avec de la poussiére de charbog
et du cuirre rouge, 'on aura du cuivre jaune,

Les signes qui se présentent dans l'empoisonnement par
les cantharides, sont une ardeur extréme de tout ['intéricur
de 1a beuche, qui, en se propageznt, produit un resserrement
de la gorge, lequel s’approche de la suffocation ; un ptyalis-
me continu, des douleurs épigastriques trés-vives, des nauv-
sées, des vomissemens quelyucfols sanguinoiens, des selles
dyssentériques avec tencsme, une chaleur douloureuse des
voies urinaires, le priapisme, unc dysusie cruelle, 'hémato-
rie, des coligues affreuses qui forcent les malades & sagiter
violemment, le regard fixe, favouche, la rougeur de la face,
ie grincement des deuts, des anxiétés, des syncopes, des agi-
tations continuelles, des mouvemeas convulsifs partiels et ge-
néraux qui saccroissent trés-rapidemcut, d’autres fois des
acc23 de manie avec fureuor, auxquels succédent le délire ou
un assoupisscment profond : le pouls est pew ou point febri-
le ; enfin, lamort termiue assez souvent tout cet appareil de
tourmens horribles. i

A. Taré a vu cette substance produire la gangréne dv pé-
nit.  Ons2it que P'usage qu’en fout quelquefois les Libertins
pour exciter leur érotomanie, a plusicurs fois causé la mort,
17 Avteur 2neite plusicurs excmples.

S'il arait €18 pris en substance, ou le reconmaitrait par Iz
fumée d’odeur fétide, semblable 3 celle des matiéres anima-
les, gui se dé3az mit en les mettant sur des charbons ardens,
et jaissant un charbou animal pour residu ; par la coloration
jaoae-verditre quielles formeraient avec I’éther sulfurique.

Lalcohol de cantharides, d’uae couleur jaane plus cu moins
{uncde, s¢ reconnaitra au précipité blanc qu'il formera avec
Yeau de foutaine, & Ia propriéte qu'il a de rougir les covleurs
bleues wégétales, au précipité d'un jaun; pz‘s:lei qu'y forment
les acidessulfurique et muriatique, as précipite jaune plus ou
quoius foues qui a lien avec les hydro-sulfures alcalius.

" Au surplus, on reconnaitra toujours I'empeisonnement par
16 cantharides, en substance ou en teiuture, 3 I'état des voiea
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mrinaircs, et au priapisme, qui est un symptdme pathognomox
nique & ce seul genre d’empoisonnement.

M. Bertrand 2 employé avec succés, dans un accident de
cette nature, Phuile d’amandes douces, 'usage réitéré ct
goutinué des sangsues au périnée, des délayans, des émul-
sions camphiées ou opiacées, et des bains de siége.

Nous sommes parvenu & Pendroit ol Pauteur {raite des
poisons végélanx dcres, irritunse Il range de ce nombre
plusieurs plantes monocotylédones et dicolylédones, dont plu-
sicurs,suivant Jui, ont été improprement classées parmi les
poisons.

Outre les symptémes communs 3 tous les genres d’empoi-
gonnement, on remarque, dans celui dont nous parlous, des
yomissemens bilieux, persistans et douloureus, et quelquefois
sanguinolens ; des hoquets ; un tiraillementet des coliques,
avec tenesme et flax de sang ou déjections séreuses 3 desan-
xiétés ; la respiration géuée ; Pictére 3 une chaleur Lrilante
géuérale, I laquelle succedent des tremblemens, des sueurs
froides, des convulsious, le {rismus, des vertiges, 1’assoupis=
sement, le délire, une prosiration extréme des forces, le
‘pouls petit, serré; intermittent, et d'une lenteur remarqua-
ble, surtont par les eflets de la digitale pourprée ; la pilenr
cadavéreuse du visage, le rire sardonique, des palpitationsdu
ceur, des taches voires sur toute habitude du corps, 1a livi-
dité des ongles, une beuffissure générale, la paralysie, le froid
glacial des extrémités, entin tous les sigres avant-coureors de
1a mort, sj la quantité prise est grande.

Mais les sigues cadavériques que ces accidens nons offrent
sont extrémement variés et quelquefois nuls en appareance,
sinon Pioflammation de I'enveloppe de la moélie Spinidre que
Yauteur a2 observée souvent. La chimie elle-méme ne nous
fournit aucun moyen d’identiier, soit par 'analyse ou par la
synthése, la plupart des substances veégétales qui produisent
un effet délétére sur notre organisation. L'acrimovie et la
propriété irritante que nos seas déccuvrent dans plusieurs
d’enir’eux, ne sout que des caractéres physiques, résultant
de certains rapports d’assimilation entre ces substances et
nos organes ; et s'il est vrai, comme quelques-uns 1’ont pensé,
que ces propriétés nesoient gue Veffet d’un certain arrange-
ment de leurs mulécules, ob n'a pas licu d’espérer que l'on
puisse jamais arriver & la counaissance identique des végé-
taux paraucuc procédé chimique. Ce qui constitue la varié-
$¢ dans les plantes étant, comme Bous venons de le dire, Uef-
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fot de l'arrangement des parties ents’elles, et cet ordre étant
détruit par la décomposition gui a lien dags I'estomac et les
intestins, il ne nous reste & recourir qu'au procédé syuthén-
que pour le reproduire. Mais comme nous.ne counaitrons
jamaisla pature de cet ordre, on voit qu'il est illasoire, gour
ne pas dise sidicule, de songer i le réublir lorsqu'il est
perverii.

Nous ne nous permeltons ces obsenauons que dans la vus
de faire voir combien il est peu raisonable de chercher & met-
tre en envre ici un procédé qui ne peut s'appliquer avec
arantage qu’aux substances guiagissent chimiquement sur nos
tissus. Ce sont aussi ces raisons qui ne nous permettent pas
de suivre notre autenr, daos tous ses détails sur le modus
operandt des différentes substances, pour en puiser des con-
naissances pathologiques sur lesquelles on puisse fouder uae
évidence. Il nous suflit d’observer les effets délstéres que
chague espece en particulier entraine, afin que !’expénence
desienne notre guide.

L’ Autevr s’accorde 3 recommander avec plusicess Méde-
cins distingugs, 'emploi de la glace, dans la vue de calmer,
par une scustraction de calorique, les coligues et la chaleur
vive que produisent les poisons, (ce que M, Orfila considére
comme une pratique injurieuse) ; mais le charbon ds bois ¢t
le blanc d’eufs éteadus dans ’eaun, que I’autenr recommando
avec instance, sont fendés sur des expériences dont nous ne
pouvous douter. Il a lui-méme avalé cing graiss d’arscnic
le matind 7% heures, et par le moyen du charbon de bois, it
ne ressentait plus le moindre inconvénieat & midi. I prit
son diner avecle méme appétit gu’d 'ordinaire, et n’éproura
Par la suite aucon dérangement daus ses fonctions didestives.

Tn Comité chargé par la Société de Médecine de Paris, de
faire rapport sur ce point de thérapentique, est d'aris que les
expiriences de M. Bertrand sur I'action salataire du charbon
ce boisdaus i'cmpoisonuement parle muriate de mercure sor-
oxigéns et llacide arsemeux, ge sont nullement coacluantes,
AL Oriila estaussi da méme avis. Uné écrivain, M. Boullay,
a <outenu cette position dans le bulletin de Pharmacie pour
Février 1814. Quoigu’il en soit de ces témoignages, nous
osons soutenir que dans des cas comme ceux dost il est ques-
tion. ot 1'on est contraint de se borner & des secours pure-
meant paliialifs, il n’est aucune considération qui puisse absou.
dre le practicien de nepas cmp\uyer un moyen qui parait aveir
réussi & quelgues-uns, dit-il n’avoir qu'un effet limité ; car
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personne ne I"a considéré comme injurienx. Maison aurale
soin de u'en faire usage qu'aprés avoir eu recours aux éméti-
ques, purgatifs etautres prescrits en pareil cas,

Le sucre en substance ou en solution est un puissant antido-
te du vert-de-gris. L’auteur a encore fait des expériences
pour coustater les heareux effets de 'zilbumine da blauc
d’ocuf contre les composés murcuriels et cuivreux.

Lacide citrique ( jus de citron ) est un puissant antidote du
tartre &nétigue, et quelyues uns regardent {’opivm et le mer-
cure combinés comme le meilleur moyen & opposer a la coli-
que de plomd.

Pour ce qui est des vézétaux narcotiques, uous citerons
seulement ce qui suit .

1l est certaius phinomznes q4i doivent servir de base fonda-
mentalc pour caractériter Pempoisonnement par telle ou telle
substlauce stupéfiante.  Clest ainsi, per exemple, que {'éconle-
ment abondant de saiive se remarque particuhiérement dans I'em
puiscanenieut par Ja donce-omere; que la paralysic de la papille
¢t une propension irrésistshle au summeil sont le résuitat des proe
priéeés délétires de fa morelie et de la pomime épiucnse; que le
délire gai, d"aprésla remarque judicicuse faite par le dacteur Gi-
randy, a lieu surtout par Paction de la belladone ;5 que le regard
farouche, le rire sardomaque, une sorte d'i‘vrcsse et d'horreur pour
toute esptce de boisson, sout les attributs de la jusquicme; que le
resserrement spasmodique de la gorge est essentietlement atfecte
aux propriélés vénéueuses de Fagaricus strangulatus : qu'enfin,
la paralysie, et surtoutla gadgréne séche desextrémilés, désiguée
aous I'¢pithéte dustilagineuse, sout spécialement produites par le
aeigle ergoté pris abordamment, tandis quil ne détermine que
Yerotisme couvulsif quand il est pris en petire quantite.™

Enatr'autres moyens que Pauteur indigue pour reconnaitre
la présence de ces différentes substances, daus les liguices
rendus par les vomissemens ou trouvés dans Pestomac, celui
qui nous parait le plus digne d’étre meationné, est le méme
qu'il prescrit en parlant des végétaux en général. 1l consiste
4 examiner si le résidu deI'draporation donne lieu d’observer
une matidre résineuse, extractive, gommo-résineuse, &c. qui
sont les principes génératifs des végétaux.

Plusiecrs Médecins ont observé que le café annihilait les
effets des narcotiques, surtout quand il est préparé i 'eau.

On peut citer ici ces deux vers de Berchoux :

Le calé vous présente une heureuse liueur,
Qui du viu trop fumeux chassesa la vapeur,

Lrauteur recommaunde de plus P'usage de PPeau 3 la glace,

par ia bouche ei par I"anus, et sur toute la surface du corps.
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Ohn peut aussi essayar la respiration artificielle, esmme 12 sug«
gére M. Brodie, et qui, suivaat 31, Osfilz, s'oppose & V'as-
phyxie.

Nous avons essayé de mettre sous les yeox de nos lecteurs
tout ce que I'ouvrage de M. Bertrand présente d'intéressant
au praticien ; et st notre dessein eut été de nous attacher
moins 3 signaler ce qui est atile, qu’3 censurer ce qui ne P’est
pas, nous eussions peut-&lre trouvé matiére 3 la critique.

Le reste de Vourvrage est consacré 3 la considération des
devoirs du médecin juriste, mais comme il.0’existe parmi nous
aucun ordre dans le département judiciaire, pour ce gui re-
garde lcs évidences médicales, ces considérations ne peuvent
étre d'aucune utilité pour nous. Quoique le code pénal An-
glais qui nous régit, fasse I'admiration des plus sages Juriscon-
suites, le Canada est encore bien «n arriére des nations pen
policées de Europe sous ce rapport. C’est ce gui nous en-
gagera 4 dopner 2 ce sujet uhe attention particuliero dans un
asticle subségaent.

Surgical Lectures delivered by Sir Astrey Coorrr, at the
T'heatre, St. Thomas's Hospital, Extracted from the
Lancel.

LECTURE FIRST.

Octoder 6,1823.

IRRITATION,

[We feel moch pleasure in having it in our power to grace
somie of our pages with the lectures of this eminent Surgeon. The
limits of our work preclude us from giving mose than one in each
number, particularly as we wish to afford room for those of Dr.
Armstrong, which will also be found of the greatest utility tothe
Physician. This part of our Publication will not be the lessiu-
teresting of the whole, and for this reason we will abstain from
any remarks os either of them. ]

The subject of this crening’s lecture is irritation, which being
one of the most important topics in surgery requires to be at-
tentively studied, and its efects carefully watched, before
any one can practise in his profession with credit to himself or
advantage to others.
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Irritation is cither local or general, and its eflects are com-
mupicated from one part to another, through the medium of
the nervous system, so that the heart, bmin, and stomach,
almast immediately after an injury has been sustained, even
in the remotest parts of the body, will kave their fonctions
more or less distarbed iu proportion to the extont of the in-
jury, and the importance of the part injured.  All the actions
of the body are excited and sustained by jnternal and external
impressions, which are called stimulants : the blcod, forias-
tance, being the stimulus to the blocd vessels; the 'm]e to the
intestines ; and caloric in a certain degree, a stimulus to the
whole system. Between all the different parts of the human
frame there exist intimate relations, swhich correspond with
each other, and carry on a reciprocal intercourse of actions.
‘The beautiful harmony proda ce-\ by these concurrent pheno-
mena is called sympathy. Thus impressions not only produ-
ce effects on the part on which they are directly applied,
but in consequence of the frecdom of communication between
the nervous system, parts of the body situated at 2 distance
frem those in which the orizinal mischief exists beconie af-
fected by them = the real naturz of sympathy is yet unknowa,
but we arc acquainted with muny of its eifects.  Thus nume-
rous examples of sy xupﬂ'\elu actions may be adduced ; the
communication which exists between the arleries and breasts
is a striking instance of it. Saecezing is a sympathetic action
Letween the nose, velum palati, and the abdominal muscles ;
also coughing, breathing,and the expulsion of the faeces, are
a fow amoung the namerows examples wiich might be enume-
rated.

But sympathatic action is also the result of injury and di-
sc:he, becoming the cause of restoration on the one hand, or
of destruction oa the other; and ais state of the body I call
Irritation. Isritation, geutlemeu, may be defined to be an
altered action, excited in the system by an nanatus al iinpres-
sion. Thesympathetic pain is experienced in the kuee and
foot from diseased hip, and at the extremity of the peuis when
there is stone in the bladder. The passage of an urinary cai-
culus throegh the ureter occasions retraction of the testicles
and pain in the thigh ; disease of the prostate causes pain
on the inside of one oy both thighs. A disease of the liver
occasions paiu in the shoulder; a diseased tes icle, pain in the
loins 3 irritation of the intestines, an itching of the nose,

These sympathcuc effects which we have been just des-
cribing do not cousist of morbid actionsin the parts thus af.

C
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fected, but of disordered sensationz. But morbid actionsare
also, sometimes, excited in parts near it, orat a distance from
those originally affected. Inflammation of the testicle isire-
quently the consequence of irritation in the urethra ; and
swellings of the breast, of a morbidaction of the uterus : but
there is no organ so much affected by irritation, or sympa-
thetic influence, as the stomach. For instance, if a blow is
received on the head, causing injury to the brain, vomiting
is one of the first and most constant symptoms, being im-
parted to the stomach through the eighth pair of rerves,and
by this we are led to detect the injury. Vomiting is pro-
duced when the testicles are injured, or intestines burst,
wounded, or strangulated, and from a gall stoue passing the
biliary duct ; and an obtuse pain in any part of the body will
occasion sickness.

The consequences of irritation are 5o humerous and impor~
tant, gentlemen, that I shall relate to you the mediuvm of its
communication. Irritationis generally communicated through
the medium of the nerves, of which there are two grand di-
visions in dke body. The first composed of the brzin, spinal
marrow, and their nerves, which naturally convey sensation
and volition ; the second consisting of the grand sympathetic
nerve, the centre of which is behind the stomach, in the sc-
milunar ganglion and solar plexus. The modes of sympa-
thatic commuunication are varicus. In some instances, the
course of irritation is from the irriteted part to the nerve, as
the paio experienced in the kne: and foot from a diseasc of
the hip. In other cases the course of sympathy is from the
affecied part to the origin of the nerve, as in pais in the loing
consequent on Ciseased testicles. Irritation on the nerves of
the zracd sympathetic is communicated to the stomach, pro-
bahiy throegh the medium of the semilusar ganglion and al!
injuries to the stomach are attended with serious effects. I
could relate to you several instances in which injury to this
organ had proved fatal. A manwalking through Fleet-street,
one day, happened to quarret with a woman, whea another
came up, and gave him a blow in the region of the stomach,
which caused almost instantaneous death.  Oa dissection, no
cause could be found to account for his sudden deatk. A
man belonging to the India House was attempting to lift a
weight, wlen another came up, and jocosely said, * Here,
stand on ene side, and let an abler mao aitempt it 3 and
at the same instant gave him a slight blow on the stomach,
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sehien the poor fellow dropped down and expired. Hisbody,
upon being opened, showed no marks of violence. )

Irritation is either local ar constitutional. Sometimes it is
local, affecting only particular parts ; atothers,attacking the
whole system. A decayed tooth will produce an abscess,
aund the matter escape by forming an opening throagh the
cheek. This ulcer will be very difiicult to heal if the tooth
remain ; butextract it, and the disease will quickly disap-
pear, the cause of irritation being removed. Many cases of
this kind have fallen under my observation, and I will relate
a few by way of illustration.

Cases.—Some  yeurs since, two persons came to me from
WissracH, (without being aware of each other’s situation,
or of what surgeon each had consulted,) both having an ex-
tensive abscess near the alveolar process, which had prodaced
an opeuing through the cheek. ‘Uhedisease in both bad beee
of long standing, and the pain extended to the surrounding
parts of the Jjaw. [ directed a diseased tooth near the uleer,
in each person, {o be drawn, which being doue, the patienls
rapidly recovered.

A lady in Essex had, for a long period, been afficted by
a fungoid granulation, which protruded through an ulcer in
the cheek, aod which had resisted the use of every means.——
Upon stating one day that a tooth near the part was occa-
sionally painful, she was recommended to get it drawa ; the
tooth was extracted, and the fungus quickly disapeared.

A gentleman of my acquaintance had, for many years, been
exceedingly anooyed by an ulcer on the chin ; everyattempt
to heal it having proved ineffectual,in fact it was cousidered
incurable, At length, one of the teeth opposite the wound
becomiug paiuful, it was extracted, wher, to the delight and
astonishment of the paticut, his malady disappeared. These
cases are wmentioned, to show the importance of endeavouring
to ascertain the causes of diseased sympathetic actions, as
the removal of their eifects will depend on the cure of their
causes. [Lfthe causes be undiscovered, the effects are likely
to continue in spite of every meaus that you muy employ.

‘The constitutional or general effects of irritation are fre-
quently produced by the most trivial local causes, A per-
sou, on having a bougie passed into the urethra fer the firat
tiue, feels faint, becomes sick, looks pale, and, unless you
prevent it, will fall oo the ground. Oa placing him in the
recumbent posture he soon recovers his seuses 3 but constitu-
tionat irritation freqquently comes on iu the evening, which

Co
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howerver, soon ceases. From the irritation ef the arethra
you sce, gentlemen, that the stomach is influenced, the ac-
tions of the beart suspended, and the powers of the mind
gone. The symptoms of constitutional irritation following
injuries, are best exemplitied in compound fraciures. In
these cases, the irritation ruus very high, and the heart, biain,
and stomach, are much affected. A per:on receives an in-
jury to the leg, produciug compound fracture oi oue or Loth
hones ; constitutional irritation commeuces generally i
twenty-four hours ; the patient complains of paiu iu kis toivs,
extending up the spinal chord, and pain jn the head. Ile
thea becomes restless, and his countevance anxiovus ; the
tongue at fisst is dry, aud covered with a whitish fur ; but,
as the symptams increase, it beccnes yellow, and lastly coated
with a thick brown fur.  There is loss of appetite, the sto-
mach becomes irritable, nausea and vomiting supervening —
The secretions are diminished, and the stools are white. As
the severity of complaint increazes, the pulse hecomes qeick,
.:ard, ll‘l’E"Ll r, snd alternately intermittent.  The respiza-
tion is hurried, inteliect (.emnged ; all impressions on tie
senses are painful ; subsultus tuxdinum, hiccoughs, vomitiug
aond tension of the abdomen, come oo ; the patient sinks
into alow muttering delirivm, and scon expires. Thus in
constitutional irritation, whether from injury or discase,
cvery part of the <yste.u is sifected by it, and this ellect ap~
pears to be produced in tie {foilowing mapner. Yhen any
past of Lire body receives un injury, the nerees consey to all
the important crzans ¢f the Lody, spinal narrow, heartsto-
nach, &c. ai lupression of that injury 3 Nature immedis-
tely commeinces tie restorative pronc%, by ~m,)|.m« all the
custon.ary zecietions ; the sarivus outicts being thus closed,
1he blucyd coilzzts in large 5% ndiies in the heart and great
Licod vessels, which propel the b'ood with increased force to
the woundh :i part ;3 tiths gives 152 20 some form of inflammia-
tien, the one best suited to accomplish the desired eflecte—
Heze is an ilivstraiion of the manuer io which Nature cona
rends for cure ; dering the battle, she occasionally requires
to hase her ardour checked, or calls for support in propor.
tion {o her powers; we must watch her proceedings with
eagle’s eye, and be exceedingly casticus in all our own pro-
ceedings ; for if we should open the various sluices of the
body, and restere the secrelions too socu, we may, by ab-
stracting biaod from the injured part, prevent the restorative
process ; or by increasing the excitemeunt, disturb Nature's
operationss
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The degree of constitutional irritation, resulting from in-
jury, depeuds onseveral causes ;—these are the importauce
of the part injured ; the extent and nawre of the injury ;
the state of the constitution, age, and previous habits of the
patient.  Thus we see, that constitutional irritation is very
different in some persons to what it is in others; so that a
wound, which in one man would be attended by the nost
dangerous consequences, might not, in another, listurb the
functions of any important organ ; this greatly depends on
the state of the system at the time of the injury 5 thus, maoy
gentlemen present would probably now overcome a discase,
that in the spring would have overcome them; thatis,ifthey
have been paying proper attention to their professional stu-
dies, by devoting their time to anatomical pursuits.

The following cases are important, and put, in a strong
lizht, the dreadful constitutional etiects that occasionally re-
zult {rom very siight locul causes.

A man who had lived intemperately was bled by the late
Mr. Sauxpers ona Tuesday ; on Thursday (having indulged
in the fnlerim in thie pleasures of the table,) the wound ia
the arm was inflamed ; on the Saturday the inflammation had
cousiderably increased ; on Sunday gangreue commenced ;
and on the Monday [ was asked to see him. 1 found him
with delirium, hiccough, and- subsultus tendinum ; and on
the following day he died. On dissection, the skin, toa
great extent round the wouwd, was found mortified ; the cel-
lular membrane intlamed and suppurated, but the vein which
had been opened was uninflamed.

Dr. Lubrow, of Calue, when out shooting, pricked his
hand with a thern in getting overa hedgze ; the partsoon be-
came inflamed, and though he provured the best surgical as-
sistance, yet he died of tetanus within a week after the ac-
cident. ;

Another remarkable case was that of a brewer’s servant,
who, in removing some casks on 2 Satorday , had a small
spliuter of wood forced under the thumb nail ; at the moment
he did not regard it, but in the same night he awoke in
wonderful pain, and requested his wife to get up and make a
poultice ; this he applied, but it did not afford him any re-
lief. Oun Sundoay he hecame worse ; Tuesday the pain had
extended up the arm, and his hand was considerably swollen.
Ou Thursday 1 was requested to see him, and on examina-
tiong found that matter was formed in the hand ; T made an
opening with a Jancet near the part where the splinter bad
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entered, when a large quantity of pus was discharged. The
man appeared greatly relieved, and I thought that he would
do well ; but upon hearing a noise as I vwas about to quit ths
soom, I looked roand : the man, by a convulsive effort, had
raised himself ja bed, but be immediately fell back and
expired. .

Cuse.—An instance of a totally diferent natare from those
Just meptioned, which shows that a great degree of injury
may be incurred, and the persun yet do well, occurred ia
avother brewer’s man who was run over by a2 dray. There
was compound fracture of the elbow joint, extensire lacera-
tion of the integuments, aud s large wound communicating
with the joints. The man was admitied into Guy’s Hospital ;
an operation was proposed, but the patient would not cone
sent. The wound was therefore dressed, and in a short time
it completely healed without any unfasourable symptom
showing itself.

Irritation is greatest in children, and least in aged per-
sons; the formerare very much aifected by operations, whilst
the latter are very slighuy so. Ckildren under two years of
age, vpen having stones removed from their bladders, will be
frequently carried off by courvulsions ; therefore, if you can
possibly avoid it, never perform the operation on avery young
child, at all events not under three years of age.

One of the worsst kinds of Irritation is that occasioned by
ihe absorption of morbid matter during dissection; it is there-
fure impossible that you can be too careful of the instruments
¥ou use in dizsecting and opening bodies, as carelussuess on
tiis point Las caused the loss of many 2 valuable life,

Ls:tures on the Theory and Praclise of Physiz, delizered
at thz Theatre of dretumy, London, by Dr. Arusyaonc.

LECTURE FIRST.

The maladcs to which the human body s liable, might be
convemently disided into fzo great clusses : the first compre-
heading acule and subacule affzctions, the second comprehen-
ding chronic affections.

Acute and subacute affections are those which commence
guickly and terminaic in a short time ; whereas the chronic
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are those which commence slowly, and which have 2 protrac.
ted courze. Each of these classes of affectionsarise from cer-
tain agents, which are technically termed remofe causes, and
these have been subdivided into predisposing, exciting, aund
prezimale. The predisposing causes are such as produce the
teudency or liability to disorder or disease. The excitiug
causes are such as cas prodace either the one dizease or the
other, according as the person may be predisposed. The
proximate cause, according to the language of the school, is
nothing mete or lessthan ike disease itself ; when it is pre-
sect, the diseasa is present ; when it changes, the disease
changes ; and when it Temoses, the disease is removed. Now
as this can only be the affection itself, I shallin these lec-
tures nof use the term proximefe cause at all, but in its stead
¥ shall substitute pathological condition, to denote that state
of paris oawhich the symptoms mainly depend.

Theremote causes of the first class are common and pecu-
Iia=. ‘The peculiar causes are, 1st, malaria, or what is com-
mosly termed inarsh efusiz ; 24, other atmospheric infec-
tions ; 3d, human coutagion ; and {th, animal, vegetable,
and mineral poisous. The common causes are distinguished
from the peculiar, because they produce” no specific effect,
and arc only the mere ordinary agents of nature. These are
also divisibie into four classes—depressants, stimulants, irri-
tants, and interruptants. Depressants are such agents as di-
minish the heart’s action, the animal heat, and the muscular
power. Stimulontsare those agents which increase the heat.
Irritants ars those which increase the seasibility, and preduce
a redness of a part. Lalerruptanis are such as impede the
flow of blood cither throurh the arteries or tnrough the veins,
or through them both simultaneously. Now the affections
of the first class, proceeding from the common remote cau-
scs, whether depressants, stumulants, irritants, er interrup-
tants, [ desizvate by the mild term, common fever.

Ifwe examice minntely the particolar varieties of common
fever, we shall find that it will admit of a further dirision ;
tiat each of these pacticelar effzcts may be referred to some
ultimate eifect or principle ; and that there are, 1. common
congestice fever, 2. common simple feser, 2uc 8. conmon
inflammatory fever. 1 use the term, common congestive
fever, to denote its leading variety, as it proceeds from 2
£common cause, a0G isatteaded by congestion in some parti~
cularpart. I use the term common simple fever, to distin-
guish it from the congestive and iuflammatory varieties ; and
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1 use the term commoun inflammatory fever, to denols the
cause by which it is produced, and the inflammation with
which it i3 attended. And I shall appeal to facts, to morbid
dissections, and to the operation of remedies to show, that al?
the common agents of natore produce either one or the other
of these three forms of ferer.

I shall first describe the natare of common congeslive fever.,
Ttsremote canses are predisposing and exciting. The great
predisposing cause of colnmon congestive ferer is debility,
which is either general or local : when it is geaeral, all the
functions of the body are languidly performed, and this de-
bility may be eitier hereditary or acquired. But it may
also be local, and the individual may have the appearance of
the florid vigourof health, and yet carry aboat with him so-
me local defect ; so that, when the exciting causa shall bs
epplied, he will be incapable of resisting its action 3 aad
when the shock is received on the debilitated part, it yields
to its influence, and an accumulation of blood in the part is
the resolt. It is mentioned by Dr. Conrry, that those indi-
viduals are the strongest, who can resist the greatest aria-
tions of temperature, and that those pessons possess more
excitability of the nervous system, by which they are able to
resist the influence of a low temperature. [afauts, old per-
<ons, and recent convalescents, have very little power to re-
sist tow temperatures ; but men may be made temporasily
weaak, by evacoation or by fastening, or by excess of exercise,
by which they would become liable to congestive feser. All
the erciling or remote caases of common congesiice feacr are
dep-cssants, which operate by diminishing the heart’s action,
the animal heat, and the muscular power. These are, 1.
what is popularly called cold or low temperature ; 2. bodi'y
shocks proceeding from accident or operation ; 3. meuntal de-
pression 3 4. any thing which offends the stomach ; 5. exer-
cise carried to exbaustion. -

It isimportant, to consider the predisposing and exciting
canses of any affection ; because, knowing them,; we may,
in a great many cases, prevent the occorvence of disorderor
disease. Thisis the anly depariment of physic which can be
practically useful to the public; because the practice of phy-
sic requires a great deal of elementary information, asa
kanowledge of anatomy, physiolegy, pathology, &c., and can
therefore never be oblained by the pablic 5 but they are per-
fectly capable of appreciating the influence of oredisposing
and exciting causes, and by knowing them, they may prevent
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the oceurrence of various disorders. And I think that much
good might be done to the public, if 4 hook were judiciously
written on the subject of avoiding the causes which predispose
to disease. :

There are three objects which present tiemselves for the
prevention of common congestive fevers.  1st. By maiutain-
iug the general strength, by 2 nutritious diet, by a proper
portion of sleep, and a tranguillity of mmind. The 2d point
in the prevention, is to giss toue to the surface of the body,
and by thus maintaining the ganeral strength of the system,
will support the streozth of 21l its parts.  This may be ef-
fected to a considarable extent by the frequent use of the
tepid bath, com:me:nciaz at 95 2 and graduaily lowering to
63°, and it will be very much improved if you add one
ounce of salt to each gallon of uter 3 by this practice you
bacome enabled to withstand law tempe2rateres, 2n i thas fre-
quantly avoid the liability to disease. Tae 3d mod2 of pre-
vention is to avoid the exciting causes, and this is of great
importance to be attended to by debilitated individuals.

The attack of common coagsstive fever having once com-
menced, itis keowa by theappearanc? of certain symptoms.
These follow in gencricel order, and the particzlur symptoms
velate to the mo:ffications of this fever. The generiz.l
symptoms mav be arrangad under five heads. 1st. The di-
mination of animal heat, the general range may be estimatzed
at 36 2 instead of 632, beinz a dimiautinn of about2°.
213ymatom is a dininution or appression of the heart’s ac-
tion ; tie pulse may be cousidered as the stroke of the hear
oa the column of thy circaiating deid.  The pulse, thereforn,
in the most perfect form of congeative fever iy either dimi-
nished in force or oppressed, and ia the milder form of the
disease, itis generally more feebic than natural,. The 3d
symptan is a dinvinution of nervous and mascular power, and
this is a verv permanent symptom.  4th. There is a diming-
tion of the geaerl sensibility ; or, in common language, the
patient feels starved, and there is less excitability thau natu-

21,  Howerer, there are cases in which this is not so d ci-
sive ; there isalsoat the same time, disturbance of some in-
tercal organ 3 nosw when the function of au orzau is disturbed,
that disturbance points aut that the organ itself has vadergone
some disorder or diseasa,

The parts which suffer most in this form of fever, are ths
brain and spinal marrow ; the heart and primitive vessels ;
the mucous membrane lining the bronchia and the substance
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of the lungs ; the liver and its associated veins. That thes2
are the parts which suffer in this variety of fever, Ishall be
able by-and-by toshow you. Again, the parficulsr symp-
toms are different, according to the structureand {unctions of
the partin which the cougesiion may Dbe seated. In one
person, the brain may be the seat of congestion, in another
the liver, and yet the disease is esseatially the same. The
esternal characters of tie common congestive {aver, are mo-
dified by its seat.

In the bruin the congestion is detected by the following
symptoms : First, by giddiness, confusion of intellect, heavi=
ness approaching to sleepiness and sometimes complete stu-~
por. Inlesssevere cases, the patient complains of giddi-
ness, aud has conze confusion in his head, and occasionally
finds a diiliculty in directing his steps with precision ; or iu
still slighter cases, he compluins of weight or pain in lds head,
more frequently of giddinessor some confusion. In the most
severe cases, there is loss of sight and stupor, so that yeu
can with difficuity rovse the patient. Secundly, it iz more
distinctly denoted by an intoxicated and fatuous expression
of the countenance. Thirdly, by a blanched corjuaction,
usually attended by a glassy appearance of the coruea and
dimness of sight.  Fourthly, by a staggering walk, or by a
complate prostration of the muscular power ; in more severe
cases, he reels about asif jutoxicated ; and in still hizher de-
grees of this affection, he falls down, and can only ba borun
along by some other persons, his head hangs dowu, bis arms
fall by his side, and his legs are dragged after him. Itisde~
nnied, in the fifth place, by the pulse being weakened or op-
pressed.  Now itis to be recollected. that there is a very
close connexion between the brain and the respiratory func-
tion ; the common congestive fever may commence 3rith the
symploms of congestion in the brain, and in its progress, the
respiration may zlso become disturbed. This may happen
through the medium of the Sth pair of nerves ; foritis known
that when these nerves have been divic.d, the respiration has
cessed.

When the spinal cord is the seat of congestion, it is gene-~
rally known by the presencc of convulsions of the upper or
lower extremities, and the patient usually complains of &
numbness, with pain aud tingling of these parts. Now it
often happens, that the braia is affected at the same time
with the spinal cord, and then you cannot getany account of
the patient’s symploms, and you generaily find him under con-
Tulsions. [to Be continued in our next.]
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Bubstance of Ioreign

Journais.

AMERICAN JOURNALS.

The North dmerican Medica! und Surgical Joursal.

[In our last nmher we delivered our opinion of the merits of
this new publiation, and we do not hesitate to express ovr behef
hat 12 stands nnnvalled even io the old Continent, and itis our
ardzut wish that tie kuown talents of its Editors may continue
o masstam its unportance and utility 5 we cannot therefore, too
strongly recommend s perusal to the practitioner in Canada,

[t 15 but jusiice to ackuowledge thut vur neighbours have now
attained n degree of cousideration in the scientfic world, winch
commazals aur admiration, and which raises them to the level of
tiie most ancient and c1valized nations of Lurope. ]

Gangrenous sere moull of Children.—Dr Coates reports
it about 120 cases of this malady fell to his care in the
Culidven’s Asylum, Philadelphia, where it appeared to rage
as an cpidemic.  He remarks that thedisease commencesim-
sicutately at the edges of the gums, in contact with the neck
of tiw recth, and, most generally, of the two lower incisors.
When 1t reaches the edges of the bony socket, the tooth be~
comes locse, and when drawn, eshibits portions of the fung ;
aud it is while in the act of rapidly spreading, that it occa-
sions gaagrene. The greater number of cases occurred bet-
ween'2 and 5 years of age, but some as late as 8 or 10. No
ciuid everlost a tooth of the second set; and, indeed, the
second dentition seemed often to cure the complaint. The
disease is not contagious, and the use of bitters has proved a
preventive agency. Mercury has not been injurious, beth
pefore and during the diseass.  In the treatment of the sores

D2
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Dr. Coates obtained no benefit from honey and myrrh, witk
aium or bark, nor from caustic potassa;and nitriate of silver,
Prroligueous, muriatic, nitric and sulfuric acids proved en-
tirely useless. Itwas found necessary and beneficial to extract
aii affected tecth, as scon as they became loose.

Drs. Mitchel! and Beil on the varfalous disease.—Ta along
but interesting paper containing a detailed account of this
contagion, we find the foilowing statement of dezths as con-
nected with the sate of the consutution of the atmosphere for
the last four years in the United States.

Tk= amount of waier which L2l in rain and snow during
the four yeurs. from 1522 to 1825, iaclusive, was,

1522, 18%Z3. PRTEN 1925,
Inches, 3520 | 4254 | 5088 | us.oiig

Ix Pxizavenpmia—Doc bis by

Fever:. Erysipelas.  Measles.  Suail-pox,
g2 NREY) 4 0 0
1823 753 23 136 159
Isey 654 28 e 32
825 375 12 38 [¢]

Ix New-Yoru——Deaths by

Ferers. Erysipelas.  Measles.  Smail-pex,
1322 35 6 1 0
1823 162 13 117 i3
HERA) 141 14 100 341
18925 445 20 33 43

Ix Barrivorr—Deaths Ly

Fevers. Frvsipelas. Measles.  Small-pox.
121 400 0 2 2%
1322 120 1 4 132
HEM 34 < 173 2
1594 is3 3 14 <
1823 138 0 9 3

Cholera Fafantum.—Dr. Parsish of Philadelphia after an
extensive e,\‘perie nce and attentive obsersaiiou on the mana-
gement of children affected with this complaint, has anived
to the following conclusion : that the only causc of cholera
infantum is heat, connected with confined air, he therefore
strangly recommends the cooling regimen such as cold water
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internally, and externally upon the skin, Wheh ithappeus
during the process of dentitiou, Dr. P. has obtained the moat
decided beuefial resolts fronr the application of biisters be..
hiud the ears, He was led to this practice by the fuct that
the cruption, which, during dentition, is npt to make its ap-

2arance behind the ears, often proves a most salutary effort
ofnature. He also prescribes aromatics as preventive a zouts,
sach are cinnamon, ginger, pepper, the clove and the nut-
megs, and advises that after weaning, animal food should
always enter into the diet of a child.

Tic-douiom cur cured by deupunclure—~ln a case of this
YXind which had resisted all applications during eighizen
months, De. T, Honter Ewing etfected a complete and speedy
cure by this operation.

* The needles were introduced abont an inch from each othier,
Twoina line pareliel with the infedior edye of the orbit ofthie ex e,
and half an inch below it ; and a third below, and equidintant
from the others, The first two were introduced at the depih of
three-lourths of an inch ; the last, a fuii mch.  They werz sei-
fed very gradoally and with a rotatory niotion,

‘The second necdle was scarcely introduced, hefure the patient
exclaimed, ¢ the pain has entirely left me.” Whea tie Hurd vwas
introduced, she experienced astiffuess in the muscles of the checlr,
and a crecping sensation, asifaspider’s web had been dravn across
the face; but no painful sensation whatever.”

The needles should be removed two hours after introduc-
tion, as their rewaining alonger time might occasion some
snischief, :

The New-York Medical and Physical Journal,

[We have heen politely favoured with this Journal from one
of the Fditors through the hands of P:of. Becx, the renowued au-
thor on Medical Jurisprudence, duriug his short visitio this coun-
try; and werenot its credit so well established, and the ments of
the Ciitors so universally acknowledged, we migt veuture to ex-
press our regret that it should be so neglected in this country, if
we consider the facility with which it can be obtained.

The work is conducted by Drs. Juhn B. Brer, Joho Brwr,
and Baniel L- M. Peixorro. The two first have been ealled to
fill some of the chairs zendered vacant by the resiguation of the
furmer Professors of the University of New.York. Lhis impor-
taut trust is a fattering testimony of their Professional ennnence.]

The first object which commands our particular attention
in this excellent work, is an address delivered before the Ms.
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dical Society of the State of New~York, by the President Dre
J. Maxcey of New-York. This elaborate productionis s
chef &’corre of reasoning and judgment ; and laying aside
the purity and elegance of its style, the richness of expres-
sions and elevated ideas which make it a mastesly piece of
litterature, it embraces the most important topics of Medical
¥'olice,and the arguments which the Dr. adduces in cosrobors-
tion of his views, are entirely undenjadle and admit of so
answer. ‘The principal features of a law regulating the prace
tice of the Medical Profession, as it should be framed in order
to ensure to the public the due exercise of the priiil-ges of
li‘fe and death vested on the Physician, are presentcd in the
various lights in which they are susceptible of beirg couse
trued. Ourlimits aund the absence of incorporation in this
Country, as well as the varicties which the difference of
Lonstitutional Government must naturally impart to the lavis,
preciude our giving a fuil account of it in our pages.

We shall, however, extract some par¢s ofit.  Thus, when
speaking of a section which only imposes a fioe recove:able as
directed by our own laws, against the practitioner withuut li-
cence, but which exempts {rum penalty those who siall not
xeceive any fee or reward for the same, he observes :

s« '['lus clause, save oue to which I shall presently refer, ispers
haps, the most extraordmary provision which ever fouud a place
jn a statute book ; it makes the penalty attach, not to the prac-
uce of physic withuut the evidesce of proper quahiication, but
o e receipt of 2 fee therefur 3 it makes no account of the sz
tious comequences of unlicensed ignorance, but serionsly attachs
the petty emoluments of itsaraft ; it, in eflect, punishesthe Lar -
cENY, while itacguits the nosscing ! The section, witlout thas
Pruviso, can serve no purpose in preventing quackery zud un.
1usture from battening on tie credulity of the pubbe, {rom the
dukenities attending s exeeution @ aund with ot i place of bemny
§ Sty 1L Operales asa Lounty; for lie musi be stupad inceed who,
wiiials assistaece, has wotsapennty sukiasat o clude the pe-
naity. 1 there be auy serrous tuulion tu protect the public
su st the 19105111008 30 fresquentiy practined by men who as,
suaie without warrant the character of physicians, 1the alience
siwoult he made a ausdemeanour, 10 be prosecuted by maictmens,
and panshuod at the discretion of the ceurt, witlim a reasonable
Jnnt ofzeverdy @ uothig Jess than thas, offers the shelitest en-.
courzzament  expeel, that the nuisance cau ever be eflectually
corredled,

On that which would provide that those alsoshall not be
liable to penalty, who will only use for the ben‘elitofthc sick
any 1oots, barks or herbs, the produce of the Country, he 1ey
marks :
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¢ That the former proviso intended to restrain unlicensed prac-
tilioners, wlio professed to be phyzicians ; this patromses every
preteuder to the healing art, be his merils what they may, pro-
vided that he restricts himself in the choice of vegetables. ‘I'he
ounz presumes-that ¢ a hittle learning is 2 dangerous thing,” and in-
ferdrcts iis exercise; theother grants acomplete imnunity to thoe
whu have uoneat all ; — for it cannot be made consistent with
ttselll witheut assuming that al] these professors of a vezetuble ma-
tepinmedicaare seve T soNs, or that thereis no vegetable pogon.™

Digicull und painful Meastruation—Dr. Ilammeisley,
late Prolessor of Clinical Medicine at the University of
New-York, speaks highly in favour of the administration of
mauseating and pargative medecines in these complaints.  In
the conclusion the author mentions tire vse of erget as having
succeeded in cases where a powerful stimulus was required
on the part of the nterus  Though he acknowledges it r2i-
lurein the only casz in which he seems to ha-e ewployed it,
still he invites attention to the benetits it may convey, wien
employed in the class of diseases which forms the subject of
his remarks.  'We would here also request attention to the
hint afforded in our last number by our judicious correspon-
dent, Dr.Taché, of St. Thomas, for its use in cases of he-
morrhage, which we are not aware having being as yet con-
firmed by the experience of wany. Dr. Hammersley gives
xv grains of ergot for a dose, and equal quantity of jalap
combined with it.

Populutivn of the Stule of New-York.—Dr. T. Romeyn
Beck, lecturer o Medical Jurisprudence, has drawn the fol-
Towing conclusions from a census taken of the pepulation up
to 1825, The results are that the population of the State of
New-York amounts to 1,616,456 ;5 the proportion of Decf
and Dumb to the whele population, is oue in 2,306 ; that of
Tddiots, is one in 1,137 5 that of Lunaticsis oue in 1,973,
The preportion of deaths is one in 69, "The mean proportion
of deaths in Great-Britain in 1811 was 1 in 49, and that of
all the Counties of Wales one in 6J.

[ lu taking our leave of vhe American Jonrnals, we must be in-
d.lzed to otfier cur sentiments of gratitude to therr Fiitors and
Pubhishers, ‘or the approbat:on which they have su generonsly ad
unanimousiy coniersed on our publication, and for their wishes
for its success.  The Qebee Medical Jourual beiug the first peer-
othical publication on medical science ever attempted in British
North-Amenica, it cannot be expected to possess, in its comtneu-
cemeat, all the interest of which u work of this uature can be rese-
dered susceptible.  The Editor does not claim merits which nis
age aud expericuce would certainly deny : the credit of the un-
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dertaking being his only titla fo public favour. Howerer incone
siderable the work might appear ot present, the Editor flattess
himself that it will prove 2n incitement to his Professional coun-
1ry-men to display their talents and skill in the cause of suffering
homanity.  Sbhould he succeed in this sxpectation, he wili con=
sitler Limself amply rewarded for his labours,

W= also ackavwicdze with great pleasure, the receipt from our
rauch respected friend Dr. Felix Pascacts of New-York, of three
veey interesting papers, one of which has already appeared in one
of the American Journals, and which were politely handed to us
by Guneral StrarT of Baltimore, ou his late visit 1o Quebec.

We wdl taie the liberty to insert one of thein under the head
of aur Correspontlence.

The Mentcar Recorner, of Philadelphia, has been announ-
ced to this Journal, but, we are sorry to say, is not yet received. §

T'he’ London Medical and Physical Journal.

Dizitulis in Dropsy.-~Two cases, one of ascites and ano-
ther of anasarca, are reported by J. Davy, M. D. to have
bren cored by the use of digitalis in powder and ia somewhat
larze doses. ~ The irregularity of the reperter’s account, and
the i.nmense number of other remedies acting apon the kid-
neys, which he has made use of in these two cases, induce 2
suspicion in our mind, that the virtues of the digitalis in this
case might have been exagerated. .

Contugious nature of Croup.—In the Number for January,
caszs are related by ditferent persons to prose, some the con-

2gious natare of croup, and others the contrasy. We beg

leave here merely to suggest that if the contaminating cause
were sovght fer somewhat farther than the bedside of a pa.
tiant or the wards of an hospital, experience would perhaps
cease to prove such contradictory results as are sometimes
impronerty attributed to it.

Heud-acke cured by purgatives.—Dr. A, B. Gransille dea-
tails a case of severe head-ache which he cured by a judi.
cious use of purgatives. Ile ohserves very properly that this
mizht have been mistaken for tic-douloureux, bat a due at-
tention to the state of the digestive orzans will remove all
suspicions. This success of Dr. Granville reminds us of the
fasourite practice of M. Aberaetiy, and would seem, in our
humble opinion, to cocroborate the view he has taken of the
cause of a number of maladies, as baving theirseat in the ali-
wmentary canal.



PART THIRD.

Domestic Intelligence.

AXND
FORCIGN CORZESPONDENCE

An altzmpt to ascarlain the value of the Vaccivar Virus, as
a means of lzsszning the susceptibility t6 variolous diseases,
with remarks on the most prodeble origin and nature of the
small-por  Head before the Covnty Medical Saciety of
Mew- York, April 11, 1825 ; and commupicated to the
Editor of this Jourazal, by Feux Pascaris, 31, D., Fel«
low of the Colleze of Physicians and Surgeons, President
of the Acadeny of Medecine and of the Linnzan Society,
New-Yoik, &c. &e.

Nec pluribas impar.

Twexre-Five years have elapsed since the process of
vaceination was Grstsuccessfully employed in this part of the
ncw world, 3s a preservative against the small-pox.  Its har-
ing already been approved of by several European govera-
mants, which successively adopted ity concurred to placs it
beyond the control of prejudice or of iudividual epposition 3
in.ieed, it may justly be said, that the unanimous apinion of
the medical and civil authorities have long since enjoined it
upon all cirilized nations. The public conidence in this
prophylactic has thus far never been shaken, becavse no ap-
plication of the vaccinal virus has been made in the way of
experiment since the period of its introduction, and after-
wards tested by the ardificial small-pox, without its virtues
bri=z faly acknowledged. On the other haud,the few ex-
ceatio s noticed from year to year in the geueral reports of
Jeaansian institutions, were always brought forward with
satisfactory explanations of their occurrence. Among the
few last cpponents of this admirable discovery, there were
2imply doubting physiciauns, :;;d others, whose strongest are
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gument agaiost vaccination was, that its consti{utional infl-
ence must wear out by age ; meaning, either that it conld not
be depended upon ia the human system, but for a certain
period of years, orthat the sirus itself, after circulating
through a great sumber of persons, becomesinoperative or
inert, and should be renewed from the animal which first
farpished it. Nothing can furnish stronges evideoce of the
valoe of this beneéficial process, than a reference to the bills
of mortality, io the dense population of FLonden and Paris.
Philanthropic minds have, in consequence, rejoiced, and
sincerely congratulated our profession on the subiumatioa of
one of the most terrible aad loathsome eliseaze.

Before I proceed in my investigation, £ must sav, that dere
ing the fong period just inentioned of the estabiishesd success
of vaccination, a few exceptions have occured which have
giren just cause for publicatarm. These were partial or ge-
peral epidemit attacks of the small-pox in some of our popu-
lous cities, a3 Ph:.a.iclphm in 1862 and 1822, Baltimore in
1822 New-York in 1815 and 1821, bmuivs cther ceaport
towns, and the inland citics of l'nnc*sler in Pensylvania, and
Albany the seat of government of this State. Nor are there
many capitais of Eurupe which hare been more fortunate, or
wore exempt from such visitations. Thatof Norwichin 1319
as described by Sir Jotin Cross, was zppalling by its mortality.
Other epidemics described by Dr. \lonroe, and Xr. Heanen,
and by Dr. Thompson of Edizburgh, during the succeeding
years, were ziso very serere, and like our Fast epidemic, were
attended by other kinds of modiffed variols. A like pre-
valence has also taken place in France, the autheutic ac-
counts of which from Marseilles and Bordeaux are in our
possession.  In each of these recorded and recent occur-
reuces, some kind of raricella, or other modified furm, has
simultaneously prevailed, such as the chicken-poz, the swinz-
por, atd’ that which hzs been called varioloid. Of the ap-
pearizce of the two first with the smali-pox, we have the fol.
fowing documents. 1st, A report drawn by order of our
medical society, and published in 1S16. 24, A report to the
Royal Medical Yociety of Bordeaux in 1822. 3d, A very
inttresting usrrative of the epidemic ia Albany, 1824, by

1.ewis C. Beck, M. D.  Cf the last form of mitigated vario-
la, we shall hereafter givesufficient documents.

It has been also -ausfactoni) proved, that with whatever
aggravated symptoms the small-pox has broLen out, it was,
with hardly an exception, among subjeets unprotected by pre-~
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vious vaccinalion;, or by inoculation, while the accessery va-
riolous disease always obtained: amoug a great proportion of
individuals who had been subjected to either one or the other
of these processes.

These events have of cousse placed the preservative power
of the kine-pox iu a very differeat point of view from that
with which we heretofore have regarded it, and even con-
tended for its universal adoption. ¥We have been in a great
measure discouraged, from the fact that by a fair retrospect
since the year-1309, to this time, it appears that the pro-
portion of cases of sinail-pox, succeeding vaccination, receiv-
ed and treated in a London hospitzi, has bees at least as one
to three and a hali ! | Vide G. Gregory.]

There are many who has2 supposed that the varioloid after
vaccination, and the chicken-pux, were discases different from
the small-poz, and net at ail to be controlled by it. Others
perfectly versed in the etiology of both Kine-pox and veriola,
have confined the intlzence of the former {a the coustitution
1o the mitigation of the indammatory symatoms of the latter.
A few Buropean authorities have coutended that the vario-
loid of our d2ays couid pot have existed before the cow-pox,
like the chicken-pox and swine-pox, two sorts of varicella
suciently kaown and analcgous, and that there couid be no
hesitation in vecognising the variolvid as the swine-pux, in-
stead of being 2 modilication of the small-pox.

Setting aside, therefor , all hypotheses, and the opinion
alse of the dageneracy of the properties of the vaceine viros
by age, let us examine whether our difficulties, and the mys-
tevy of the Jeunerian prophylactic, are not to be accounted
for by the twofald character which appertains to the smalle
pox, viz. that of an artijicial, and that of au epidemic dizease.
"Chis has never Deen adverted to in relation to the influence
of vaccination,

A few questions on the natura of the small-pox, in order
to elucidate itsadventitious epidemic form, and distinguish it
from that which, by our instramentality, can be renewed at
pleasure, are at preseut indispeunsably requisite.

1st. Is the frequent revival of the smali-pox, or its conti-
nuaticn in populons cosntiies, governed only by the common
laws of contagion ?

2d. If this fomes can long remain lateut and inert, can it
ever be destructible during «ny peciod or time ?

3d. Wouldit not be ratioual to suppose that the variola,
hks wmany diseases of a malignant or pestilzatial nature, orio

3

-
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ginates from certain combinations of animal ¢fZusia, snch 23
those that are ascertained to generate febrile cxanthematous
discases, &c. ? !

None of these problematic questions have ever been res
solved. The affirmative of the frst, which during so many
ages, has been implicitely belicsed, is no doubt the most una
philosophical. Theictroduciion of the swali-pox by the
Naracens, who had received it from the patises of Arabia,
when they invaded the Christian states on the Mediterranean
coasts of Europe, twalve cr thirteen hundred years avo, is not
a proof that the same virus couid not since have oflen been
lorze-engendered, in other parts of- the world, aud tien be
imporied into the bosom of any aucient or wodern nation of
cvither hemisphere.  That belief, which so exclusiv=iy points
out the forsid zone, or the birth-place of Mahomet, as the
origin of the small-;.oz, appears absurd enough, when weal-
{erwards tind, that by ts contagious nature, it has been pro-
pazated not omy threugh the temperate regions, but has be-
come corgenial to the polar cliwmiate, where it once devasted
ihe peninsnla of Ramschatke, and the island of lccland.—
From time immemorizl. i¢ morcaver appears fo hase eaistied
in the coutherom.ost parts of Tartary aud Ciinz, aud to have
proved 4 scourge to all races of men, in every lutitude on the
earth,

Tke zffirmative of ike second guestion, iwphing the eals-
tcace of the varitlous virus dering an indenite length of
time, and it a latcot state, as most have been the case dur-
ing the long nd Lealthy kuewn periods belonginy to thirteen
czutorics, inan infurence ab:clutely contrary to the Jaws of
uaiure ; i1 thaf poizon was indentically the same which had
its crigin in 570, bow ceuld it have bLeca diffuszd ail over
the world and exist to this day, unless its fomes is of 2 nature
tudestrectible vedar every pessible circowstance 3 (and then
it weould slways prevail) yet fine, we kuow, destroys every
tiing.

To ths afSrative of the Jast guestion, we can easily yield

ur taticnal consentand belief.  Never was the doctrine of
spoutaneous gencration of diseases better eviaced L'y obser-
vaticn, to wili detected in atmospheric, gascous, or impure
exhaiations from the earth, or from other sources, aud illus-
trated by preumatic philosoply, than it has besn in our days
all overthe world.

1Iu relation to the small-pox, facls are not wanting to prove
that its endemn:ic prevalence has sometimes fellowed the: mos¢
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Laalthy seasons among deuse populations ; in consequence of
disturbed graves, prostrated atmies, fields of slavghter, and
in hathours aud ports {rom crowded batue ships. Whether
jtarises from local caases, or from: its dormant or lutent fomes,
the smail-pox constitutes aa epidemic, whose prisitive cha-
Facter posscsses all the sirulence and malignity belonging to
the disvase in any sitvatioo. It diffiers thereflore from that
Tariola which Is artiticially created by ivocalation.  The miid
and beaign march of this ardicial small-pox, Is not a matter
of chante.  The safety with which it ransits stages, had an-
ciently caused its aZoption among those Asiatic nations, who
not oniy waished to provide fur the preserveiion of lifeagainst
the fadiity of the vatas2lor epidemic disease, but 2geinst the
mutilation of tie fuce and complexivn., Besides the Geor«
gians zud Circassians, we find, that from time immemorial,
tie Clisese protected themselves ins a like mauner by the
practice of inoculation.  “T'he Epglish nation borrowed it from
Turkey, at the cowmencement of the 18th czatery, and
spread it in Europe aud in their colonies, where it has been
universally resorted to and encouraged by medical, as well
as by civil autherity deriog eighty years.  The bzseticial re-
sults of this practice, were and have been ackusowledzed and
extolled in every point of view ; and its mortality, cowparzd
o that of the nutural or epidemic small-pox, was long ago
ascertained in Loudon to be as une death out of 100,is to
one out of 5. It was eltimately superseded by the process of
yaccinatiox, which was expected o do aw2y every possible
source of the coutagions poison of the small-pex; bt the
~victorious propbylacuc ¢f Jenner was onily tested against the
artificial disease !

The variolous fomes can aleo exist vnder differentand mo-
ditied forms ; these hase Lisen desiznated by tile geseric na-
me of caricclle ; two of them, called the chicken-;.ox aad the
swine-pox, have been losg since described by Heberden,
Hushum, Vogel, and by Mons. Gaadager de Foigni, as spe-
<ilic discases differing {from the smuli-pox, especially becauvse
they are attended with no difficulty aor danger before nor
alter 2o attack of swall-pox. This opinion has not always
abtained in modern times. An American physician, Dr.
Lewis C. Beck, of Albany, has among others satisfactoriiy
proved the indentity at least of the zaricelln chicken-por
with the smaail-pox.  We have seen in this city, many suc-
cessful attempts at commuoicating, by inoculation, the chic-
ken-pox which prevailed with the small-pox duriug the an,
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toma of 1815 : and it is now admifted, that 2 case of varicells
may be o far aggravated, as to be similar to an erdinary dis-
tinct and benige small-pox. We muost then make one class
of the varicelle, or of the more or less modifizd vaticlous di-
seases.  This mode of reasoning is so far proper and correct
in the present investigation, since 3 new form of modified
smail-pox, or tarioloid, has of late years much epgaged the
attention of medical observers in Scotland, in the Upited
States, and in France, who have not hesitated to declare its
form of the small-pox, wmadified by previous consiituticnal in-
Fluence of the Tuccine virus.

This opinion has also gained great support among us, and
we might infer, 1 think, that from some striking similarity
between the two named varicelle, this new form could be
classed under the same generic name, 2s a third kind ; per-
haps the hizhestin the scale of zaricelle, and the nearest to
the artificial ceriols ; indeed a striking paraliel can be made
of the sarioloid with the swine-pox, the first differiog only in
degree from the latter. Again, as it will appear from facts
hereafter to be related, the inoculated small-pox (or the ar-
tificia!) is not = sufiicient protection against the epidemic :
1 beg leave to offer the subjoined table of variolons diseases,
arapged eader two classes.

1 chicken-pox,! 2 artificialinocnlated
Faricerr= Jswine-pox, || Vanitor=z small-pox,
varioloid, epidemicsmall-poz,

It is with 1his scale in view that we can be better able to
point out the variety on which the influence of the vaccise
diseasz is expected to be partial or complete.

Of the two first, which are trapsieat and do not indoce
mortality, it was never a desideratum {o ascertain whether
vaccination is a prophylactic. Experience has uevertheless
sbown that they sre of rare occurrence among vaccinated
subjects, noless they exist simultzoeously with and epidemic
small-pox, 2nd become 2 modified form of the same, which
all protected subjects still remain liable to receive. The
third, which Is now denominated the arfoloid, it is contended,
was not noticed before the existance of vaccination ; butit is
so far under the control of this preservative, that it is 2 parz
of ourinvestigation to prove, that it is epidemic small-pox
itself, perfectly moditie;l by the beneficial iufluence of the
waccine diseasz.
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These remains, therefore, but the inoculated variola eor
artificiul small-pox, which could after long obserration sindi-
cate tke efficient aud preservative power of the vaccine virus,
because init there is not that greater proportion of malignity
and virulence which in vaccinated subjects caun still produce
the varioletd.

T'o account for this pathological phenomenon 3a variola,
wre need but to advert to the variety of pustules by which it
is $o easy to wrognosticate the farcurable ixsue, or the fatality
of tae small-pox.

There are ficy sorts of variolons pustules, besides carfain
azgravated symptoms which are sometimes conuscted with
them. We divids them iale two orders ; all possessing the
character of small-pox, or of the variolous dissases, while
thase of the second order are restricied to tue epidemic va-
tiola.

FINIT OXDER.

No. 1. Tke most ordinary kiad of pustule is the culancous;
coosisting of two varieties, the distinct and confluent : itsises
from the cutis vera, and not {rom the epidermis, is of sphe-
roidal form, filliug with a transparent lymph, bat rapidly be-
comming purnlent and ofa yellowish colour 5 it fattens asit
progresses, presenting a depressed point in the centre 5 if
pricked, it discharges a white gelatinous fluid; if a too great
number of these pustules are clusteced in masses, and run
isto each other on the fuce znd breast, they take the name
=ud have ali the danger of the confluent smali-pox, and may
b= injuriaus to the ejes, featar s, aud complexion, if not de-
cidsly fatal.

No. 2. The tubercular pustule, rises also from the skin or
catis, and deeper than the preceding ; itis smaller, elevated,
npagque, hard, and eacircled with redness ; itis conical, a2nd
shows a vesicle on the apex, which fills aud extends dowe-
wards, frequently drying before itis full. These pustules
are vnequal, and do not desguamate at their base ; theystain
the skin of a brown reddish colour, and are mixed with the
cutaneous pustules, chiefly ou the face, and on the handsand
feet ; they predominate in the artificial smzll-pox, and were
seen in almost all cases of the varioloid of New-York ; they
gire no dificulty i the treatment, wor proguosticatz any
dauger.

NMo. 3. Is the dry-pock, thus called from its drynese, and
the rapidity with which pusis formed. Itissphesical, nerer
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fatteaed nor dimpled, nor is it in any case exposed to rapa
tures or oozing, nor attended with secondary eroption ; it
mixes with the cuticular pock, and is said to have appeared
oiten in the varioioid of Philaidelphia. The sameis common
in the artificial small-pox, especially on the limbs punctared
by inocuiation, and ia the partts expesed to external air, it is
aiso of the most benign pature,

SECOND OLRDERe.

The following pustules being of a bad charscter, are the
most danzerous, and occer in the epidemic variola oeiy.
They have been noticed by the abore named writers, and by
Di:nsdale and Sutton in Enziand.

No. L. The miliary pustuics, are preceded by torzidness,

2iu, 2nd dark redness of the skin. They gradually appear
like innumerable raised poiuts, giving to a close touth of the
hand, the harsh fecling of a piece of shagreen.  So many pus-
tales pressed against cach other, are obviously checked ia
their progress to maturity. A dulness of perception, and a
rermarkable degree of torpor soon pervades all the functions of
aaimal life.  No care nor remedy can avert impending death
on the Tth or Sth day, which leases the body already gan.
grenous in proportion to the raising of the pustules, which
may have taken place. I once saw a case of the Kind effec-
tually rclieved by a spontancous vesicular eruption over the
miliary pustules, of large bags of lymph, which are koowa
br the name of pemphigus or pompholyx. Not a few victims
{11 under it dusing the last epidemic of New-York. 1 fore-
saw the same fate in the person of z female aged 20 years,
hea'thy and robust, whose fever was moderate, and the erup-
tian rather similar to prickly heat, or to that of erysipelas.

No. 5. Isthe cesicular pustile, deriving its name from ths
siszularity of its formation in masses or clusters of small ve-
sizles, which slowly procead to maturity, and although they
are s2emingly confluent, do not communicate with each other;
e:ch forming a separate celi, from which no adhering bag
can, by pricking, be cmptied. The fuid is here clogged,
and its mataration is slowand difficult. Hence that kind of
eruption is full of danger, and frequently proves fatal, bat,
like the praceding, is seldom produced by the artificial small-
pox, 2nd we have never teen it ia the varioloid,

(To be continued {x our meet.}
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An Inaugural Dissertalion on the Symptoms, Causes, Patho-
ligy and  treatment of Scrofule—By Jean Barrista
Mgrirreur, M. D, Member of the Medical and Philosn-
phical Society. of the State of Varmont, &c. Communi-
cated in 2 leter to Dr. Tessier, Bditor of this Joumai.

Alfind est discipulum, aliud magistrum esse,  (Erasmus.)

November, 1524.

Orirer’s ideas and theories hecome our own, when, after
deliberate juvestization of both, and a full conviction of
the rectitude of the oneand of the plausibility of the ather,
we see fit to adopt thewm ; w2 may. therefore, venture to wo-
dify and communicate them ia such a way and manner as
may appear most proper, persuaded that it is as much cur
right to do so, as it isour duty to sepport and defend thzm,
after their adoption.—But, before we avail ourselves of auy,
in this dissertation, let us attempt to give the definition aud
symptoms of the disease which weare about to consider.

Definiiion and specific Symptoms.—Scrofula takes its name
from Scroju, a swine, because thisanimal is said to be subject
to a similar disorder, thoagh the correctaess of. the etymolog;
is questionable. Scrofulais also vulgarly called Kiung’s evil,
som the former custom of submitting patients labouring uader
if, to the supposed beaeficial effects of the royai touch.

{u a qualitied sense, Scrofula may be defined to hea
chironic inflammation, attended with more or less fever, and
waking its moest conspicuous appearance ia the form of soft,
doughy swellings, which, in time, assume the character of
hard indolent tumours, generally situated in the conglobate
glands of different partsof the Lody, but mcre especially in
those of the neck, axille, inguines, behiud the ears and under
thechin. These tamours remain stationary and karmless for
months and even for years ; but, at length, after having be-
come larger and more fixed, if not timely and properiy at-
tended to, they slowly and rather imperfectly suppurate and
vicerate, discharging, at firsty a somewhat puriform matter,
which, by degrees, changes into a kind of serous oozing, in-
termixed with white particles resembling the curd of milk.
They, however, generally require to be opeucd artilicially,
as sqon as a fluctuation of fluid within is evident to the feel.
This practice is particularly recommended when they are si-
tuated about the veck, anid when the patient is a female, ag

F



Q3i Du. Mzriizue

the artificial opening is less apt to leate an ugly and indalis
ble scar than the spontaneous one.

From the age of six menths to that of ten or twelve and
above, the disease most commonly mauifests itaclf in the me-
senteric glands,  The patient then, complains ofa lancinating
pain, decp scated within the abdomen, but which isofz
short duratiou, resembling more the common gripes, than
that which attends inflammation of internal parts.  There is,
also, a gradoal enlargement of the ahdomen, and a general
emaciation of the rest of the body. The featuresof the whe-
ie look and counterance are altered ina remarkabie degree.
The eyes are glassy and sunk ; the upper eye-lid drons down
more than natvral, and the pupil, owing to general debility,
is much diiated ; the nose appears large from the faling of
the cheeks, which are of a marbly whiteness, excepting when
flushed with fever ; the parts about the mouth are in..iucd
toswell and are of a peculiar dull and pallid colour; small but
Painfuj vicers* surround the angles of the mouth, and, some-
times, the whole lip is divided by troublesome fissures.—
The state of the bowels, though variable, is most commonly
relaxed. In the early stages of the complaint, there isa
disinclination to uscolar exertion, though the vigour of the
mind dees ot seem to be impaired. In the more advancerd
stages, the patient becomes fretful and peevish, and his men-
tai facultics become inert and dull. The sleep, 2ithough
nat much interrupted, is, however, attended with profu:e
sweats, espacially upon the breast and forchead. Towaris
the erening, there is usually an accession of fever which is net
accompanied with any inclination to sleep. The puise, in
the evening, is generally about one hundred aad twenty, and
is, 2t no time of the day, less than one huodred ina minute.
Although the tongee mest commonly has a naturaf appea-
rance, yetit is sometimes observed to be streaked with a
whitc Iine on eachside. To continue and terminate the phy-
siognomonic symptoms, ““the appearance of the countenance
is really that of delicacy and languor ; though to the common
ebserver, from the fulness, the peculiar smoothuess, and beau-
tiful colour of the cheeks, it is often that of the !n_g.hcst and
most complete health. 1f, howeser, it be attentively ob-
served, it wili be found that the cheeks, though red aad
tumid, are softer and more flaccid thau is natural to health 3
aud (hat, instead of being fised and firm, they hang, as it
were, loose iu the face. ‘Thereare nesertbeless, persous who
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have the greatest tendency te scrofula, in whom none of these
apparent signs of health exist, bit whose complexions are
peculiarly dull and pallid; in these, the appearance of deli.
cacy and languor is even greater than in the former, In the
former state, the lips generally partake of the fulness of the
face, and are of a Dbeautifu] red ; while in the latter, they
are pale.”

3crofula shows itself, also, in the membranes, muscles, in
the mucous aod salivary glands, and in the lungs and liver,
iu the form of tubercles, in thelizaments, cartilages and can-
cellousstrecture of the bones of the joints of the hyp, elbows,
kuces, and aukles, or those of the ungers and toes, in which
iustances, we do uot find any movueahiz swelliug, but, on the
ceofrary, “a tumor almost wuniformly surrounuing the joint
and iuterrupting its modons.”  Besides, it is not uncommon
for scrofula to alfect the shin, in general, and even the eyes,
which become afllicted with whae is called scrofulons oph-
thalmia, giving rise to an obstinate inflamnation,suppuration
aud ulceration of the tarsi and conjunctive palpebra, fre-
guently terminating in an opacity of the trunspareut cornes.

Scrofulons ulcers often beal upon the appearance of the di-
sorder in other parts; thus,itis not unfrequent for-the disease
to be removed r1rom the glands to the joiats, aud from these
o the lungs, It the two last cases,a hectic fever most gene-
rally ensues, which putsa speady eud to the miscrable ex-
iszence of the patient.

“The malady most commonly atiacks children of a fueble and
lax habit, butitisby no means particularto them.  liseldom
makes its appearance before the second year of age, but ge-
nerally from thie third year 1o the age v puberty, aud tfrom
this, but wore rardly, to about thirty. While at Moutreat
Coliege, 1 hnew o contemporary stsaent, twenty cight years
old, who, to my knowiedge, was troubled since several years,
with a scrofulous inllamnation, suppuration and vlczration of
the rarivus glands about the neck, alternately.

Scrofula may be said to be hereditary 3 Dut it is not com-
municable from one person to another, ucitker by coutagion
por by isoculation of its matter.. Dm. Kortum, Lepelletier
and Alibert bave endeavoured to etfect its commuunication by
various well coducted experiments, but without success.

Serotulous tumouts are said to be disposed to subside in the
vinter, and to recur atthe tppruaca oi tie sumaer ; but this
j> ouszrved uot to be fnvarianly the cdse.

F2
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Diagnostic Symptoms.—Scrofulons tumours may be distin-
guished from the glandular swellings-which occur ia sy philia,
by the pain attending them being less acute and more dull,
by its admitting a spoataneous cure, but more especially by
its early symptoms taken collectively, which bare no reseni-
blance with any form of the venercal disease.  Scrofulcus
swellings may be distioguished from carcinomatous tamours
by not having that peculiar lancinating and darting pain which
accompabies these fast, and by manifesting 3 more decided
disposition o suppuration and vlceration ; and from eukisted
tumours, by their being stationary, and finally tending to rup.
puration and viceration. But there is no danger of any oune
confounding these disorders, except he is a very cupericial
obserzer ; for, by taking them in the aggregate, paiticulariy
the carly and the then present sympioms, he ®T1 always Ve
able to find and point out their respective character.

The scrofulous aflection of the mesenteric glands, alinded
to under the specific symptoms, may be distinguishied in the
fallowing manuer : from acute peritonitis and enteritis, by
there being but litile pain felt on pressure upon the ubdomen ;
by there being scarcely any hardness or tension of the pulse,
little or no vemiting, and no dificulty in procuring evacuaticus
with the ordinary quantity of purgative medicines. Thescro-
fulous affection of the mesenteric glands may be distinguished
f.oin chronic peritonitis, by there being no superficial prich-
ing paiu, bo tendency lo vomit, scarcely any costivencss ner
tension in the pulse ; by the peritoneum appearing cqualiy
cistended with the shin of the abdomen ; by theregular eve-
ning accession of fever, and by the gencral ook of the coun-
tenance, as already described.  From the jobvis djuntam v -
smitlens of Pemberton, by the fever being attendeu with rest.
Jessness, by the excretions from the bowels net being parti-
cularly  changed frem their natural appearasce, and by the
duration of the complaint.

Prognostic Symploms.—The degree of danzer attendant en
scrofula, depends on the particular part of the Lody whichis
the seat of the disease.  The earlier in life the aticction aof
the mesenteric glands, with the more danger it is attended.
"T'he most unfavcrable symptoms are, ¢ the emaciation 1apicly
increasing ; the evening accession olfever very sewere, ot
continuing simost through the whole night § the cuticke pecl-
ing off aud becoming diy and Laizh, aud the abdewmen more
enlarged sad teast.” .
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Those scrotulous twmours which-are situated near the cen-
tre of the circulation, as other local disorders, heal more easi-
ly than those which are more remotc.  Chrounic scrofulous
sores, accompanied with fever, are always, to a certain degec,
diangerous, us the fever generally assumes a hectic form and
type, which insensibly undcrmine the constitution.

As, in defining scrofuln, 1 have anticipated the assertion of
its ieing an inflammatory disease, contrary to the opinion of
some public writers and private practitioners, in every respect
warthy of a high degree of confidence, { may perhaps venture
to establish here its nature as being evidently inflammatory.

Anions others, Dr. Good, as a conspicuous author, places
serolult wi his ddass Hematice, order Dysthetica, the given
character of which constitutes a palpable relict of the humorat
pathorozy,  But without saying any thing of the slight basis
on which their theory is pretended 1o be founded, and with-
out being at all servile nor paitial to their decisions, I must
be allowed (o assert, with that confidence which self-evident
truth inspires, that scrofulz is an inflammatory disorder of the
whole lymphatic system in particulur, aud of the corporeal
frame in general, which disorder, in consequence of the agen-
cy of the additioual causes to be cnumerated hereatter, is in-
duced  {o locate in some vne of the parts before mentionced,
and there to mxke its appearance in the form of a chronic in-
flammation, which can easily be rceognized by every one.

M. John Buras says : ¢ scrofulous inflammation is marked
by a soft swelling of the affected past, which very frequently
is one of the lymphatic glands.” Ml Cooper remarks : ¢ the
scrofuious dinthesis, wherever it exists, usually gives more or
less of a chironic character to local inllammatory affections, >
[n another place, speaking on the same subject, the same au-
thor observes, ** the discharge is watery, the painis very con-
siderable, and the surrounding skin inflamed. » Dr. Thomson
also says : *“a greater or less degree of local inflammation oc-
curs, 1 am iuclined to believe, in every form and siage of scro-
fuious discases ; the swellings are very often, from the first,
attended with o sensible increase of heat and redness, and the
pain, though seldom acute, is always present in a greater or
less degree 3 pressure on scrofulous swellings, never fails to
create pain ; and the temperature of the skin covering them
is usually two or three degrees higher than that of the conti-
guous prasts; 7 and although Dr. Cullen has placed scrofula
into the order Lpetigines, yet uot only this disease, but most
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of those included in the order Barcores, evidently belong to
the order Phlegmusie ; yet, speaking of external applications
in this disorder, Dr. Cullen observes: ¢ for scrofeless to.
mouss sometimes sponianeousiy diszppear, bat never afler z0y
degree of inflammation has come upon them.”

Such is the laoguage of several of the most distingeished
medical writers. Iadeed it cannot be doabled that ac lear-
jred medical man, eadced with 3 reflecting snd aabiassed
tiod, would dareto assert, withany degree cf confidence, that
a complaiut which causes a living part to swell, suppurate zud
even ulcerate, is notof an inflammatory pature. “Lhe opinion
adsanced by some, and even by Dr. Goed, that uvlceration
may and does take place without previous suppuration, is 12
my humble opiaion, not only false but even absurd, lodam-
wation may take place withont an ensuing suppuration, so
suppuration may take place without an ensuing ulceration, but
neither of these two last can exist as a primary disease, and
inflammation must be the necessary precedent, the constant
forerunner, as well as the indispensible exciting cavse of
either 3 and L think that any atiempt to prove sausisctenly
zuy thing contrary, must be totaily abortive and susuccessful,
for it can never be made to appear probable nor cyen pos-
sible.  Lct the acceptation or delinition of ulcerztion be wrat
3t witl, waether it implies 2n absorption of the substance of
2 dizcharge of pus from any part of the body, or whether 12
only means ai <acape of pus from any unnaiugl carity, ina
iising part, jnllammation and suppuration z:ust be aumitted
10 be the infallible precursors as well as the essental canscs
Sf ulceration ; and the gratuitous assestion of a citierent ofu-
picn svee.s to shew a great waot of hnowledge of t4c natuie
of things. Ou close investization, e7ery one is ready to al.
wic that irritation, intiammation, suppuratioo sad aiceration
are to be considercd as cagses and cliects, with tegatd tocsen
otler ;3 and persvaded that an elfect may, and in factoiicn iy,
the cause of anather efiecty hie is lod to beliere, and 1o assest
zceordingly, that irtitation is the cavse of intlammation : ine
tammation the effect of irritation and the canse ol supparatioo,
and suppuration the ettect of indaummation 2nd the cavse of
ulceration.

.Now, reason, common sense, and daily obsersatious con-
vincing hiw, in a forcibie manner, that uot ene of these <in
possibly existy as an efect, without the previous occurence
znd infiuence of the active causes in the ogdur Lervupe:; spes
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cified, ho'r can be conceive, with any share of propriety, that
ulceration can take place in the least degree, without  pre-
vious inflammation & suppuration, except he indulge himself
in the unfounded belief that an effect can take place without
the previous agency of its appropriate cause, which, in my
mind, is as physicaliy impossible as it would naturally be for
radiant light to produce darkuess, or for free caloric to give
the sensation of cold. We might as well believe with Dr.
Good who asserts it, that in the first stage of ““healthy tn-
flammation,”” the “procass consists in the eflusion of congu-
lable Iymph, which binds the weakened organization intoa
closer bond of union, creates new vessels, and consequently
introduces new life ! In the first place, [ would question,
and I think with propriety, the assertion that any intlamean-
tion whatever, either idiopathic, traumatic or symptomatic,
is, in any degree healthy, in the strict sense of the term.  We
well know that in lesions and lacerations, and in excessive ir-
ritation of parts, a disordered action follows, aud inflamma-
tion most geuerally ensuves in spite of every thing that citier
natare or avt can do; but whether it is absolutely necessary,
for the rest:zuration of these parés to their natural and pris-
tiue state, is yeta matter of great, and I think, just doubt,
It is, however, ouly in case that it shonld be, to accomplish
such a purpose, that we could be justitiable to call kewithy,
an action which must be nunatural and incongenial to the
purts, and, of course, morbid, since it never takes place in
these, when they are sound and heaithy, and free from ex-
cesssive irritation, and when theirassizaed functions are all
perforimed in a regular, easy aud perfect manuer. Indeed, it
would appear to be an insoluble paradox, thata discased ac-
tion should be necessary for the coutinuation or preservaticn
of a healthy one. This seems, howeser, the natural inference
which can be fairly drawn from De, Good's & others reason-
ing on this subject, since we cannot possibly couceive any
morbid state in injured parts, before that disorder of action
and inflammation have actually taken place, which are conse-
quences of the injury or excessive irritation, and not a pro-
cess cf their removal orcure. We might as well attempt to
prove, ard it would be with as much hope of success, that
fever promotes a speedy and favorable termination of inllain-
mation, because it always accompauies it, ia a greater or less
degree. But, as the fact that fever is the usual concomitant
of inflammatioa, gives us no kind of evidence that it isinany
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ay necessary for the cureof inflammation 5 so the fact thad
influnm.ting generally enso2s mechanical fesions or exces-
stve irtitztion dees nathing towards proving, with 20y dexrer
of satisfaction, that it is atail impertant, ereves adjevant, in
the cure of the injury or remosal of thet excessive UTitation.
Al that is rational tor us (o believe, is, that in lzsions and
mechanical injuries, it may requirc an increased vigoor and
eneray of healthy action, in the parts ivjored, to effoct thrir
regnion ; aod that their cure may take piice withowt any in-
flimmation whatever 3 and Mr. Buras miakes it appears Dotz
than probable.

In obstinate chronic inflamnation, e are compelicd to
snduce a new action in the part ativered. that is, to czanze tar
obntinate inflammation into a more commendable ore 5 and
this end is accomplished by the propar admiaistration of car-
tain remedies whose impression is streat #nough to vrercome
e speciiic power of the disense, and 1o establish 2 nrw one,
which i commonly much more su~ceptible of the operation
of the ordiaary remedial agents.  lere, and perhaps, hers
only, it may be tight to make use of reiative and compara-
tive terms, calling the obstinate imlammation mordid, 2nd the
anc induced by art kewlthy, comparing together their respec-
tive yielding dispositions to the cliects of medicines.—.\ 1,
in the second place, [aminclined to believe that the process
of inilainmation dors not consist “*in the eifusion of caagulas
bl bymph 17 but. rather, in the incrensed action of the ner-
ves aud vessels of the parts, the effusion of coagulubie ivmph
Twing merely the cousequence of that increased action.—
Bosides, is itas certain as D Good asserts it, that th co:-
gulable Iymph “binds the weakened organization int>a clo-
ser bond of union, creates new vessels, and consequently in-
troduces new 1ife”"?  fndeed, 1 think tais to be sery wrphi-
lo~ophical, one might say, wild reasoning, and consenuently
guite unworthy the belief of @ rational cud uubiassed mind.
tiv coaunlabie lymph, our writer meaus, [ suppose, such as
necessarily becomes cougulated or curdied, as the bioad is,
when eifused ia the interstices of parts, or wlhen runaingur
enzing out of divided vessels, it comes into actuai contact with
the atimospheric air.  Ifse, as no hody will pretend to deny
tnat coagulated or curdled fymph is a dead and inorganic mat-
ter, how canit, I would ask Dr. Good, prove to be any means
of closer union between living parts, aud moreover, create
pew yvessels aud introduce a new life. ?

[ 70 be continued in our next.]
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Dissertation sur le Cancer de I Ulérus, préscniée et soutenuc
a la Fuculté de Rédecine de Puris, le 10 Aai, 1826, ¢t
communiquée 6 L Editeur de ce Jowurnal, pur Cuituasme
J. L. Varwe's, de Maet-Réal, Bus-Canada, Docteur
en Médecine; Buckelier &s-lettres; Chirurgien ¢t Médecin
du Canada ; Accouchcur ; Chirurgien du Collége Royul
& Edimbourg,

Nous avons lu avec le plus vif intérét cette production d'un
jeuane compatriote ; et ansique les limites de notre ourrage
nous obligent de mfuager, nous creyous readre justice 4 son
auteur eo Iz plugant & cGté de celle du Dr. Meilleur.  Ces
deux dissertations sont des exemples frappans de ce que peu-
vent les talens et Passiduité, surtout chez nos jeunes Méde-
cins, dont ’ducation est malheureusement trop négligée en ce
pays. Ces premiers essais da génie sont encore des indices
certains do ce que leurs auteurs pourront contribuer vers U'a-
vancement de ’art, orsque ’expérience avra perfectionné leur
Jugement, et étendu la sphére de leurs connaistances. INous
n'entrerons pas ici dans le mérite de chiacune d’elles en par-
ticulier ; il nous sufiira de présenter quelques remargues, lors-
yu’elles seront en entier sous la vue de nos lecteurs.  Nous
croyons cependant pouvoir dire par avance de ces deux jeunes
compatriotes, que leur preduction fait micux leur élogze que
le meilleur panégyrique, et nous peasons qu’elles méritent &
chacun d’enx une place distinguée dans leur profession, en
méme tems gu’elles leur promettent d'Gire wu titre durable &
la faveur de leurs concitoyens.

InTrRopucTION.—Parmi les affections auxqn s uterus ce
trouve exposé, il ©'w est pas de plus geave er de plus formeslable
que le cancer.  Soumis durant la plus grande partie de la vie 2
une excitation périodique, et jenissant Gaiiteurs d'ane grande ac-
tivité viiale, exposé A uue foule de causes d'irritations soit dlirectes
soit sympathiques, 'uterus est souvent le siége d’un surcroit d’ac.
tion ¢t de phlegmasies chronigues inapergues & leur début, obs-
cures dans feurs progreés, m:is dont les stutes sont souverst fatalos.

Pour écrire sur une maladie aussi importante, et qui u'est pres-
que connue que par s¢s effets funestes, it faudrait sans doute une
expérience plus lesgue que Ia mienne, N'ayant encore covsacre
qie peu d'anzes A Pétude de la svience médicale, j%ai moms con«
sulté meg forces que le désir de bien faire ; et si par moun zdle vt
un trzvail assidu, je ne suis pas parvenn au but que je ni'étais pro-
pasé, du moius ne bldmera-t-on pas mes efforts, si on ue loue pus
nies succds« G



233 Dr. Varee

Dans cette dissertation; jé ne me livrerai pay'2 cef esprit qni 3=
plait toujours A créer des hypo.ndses, et 3 les mettre 2 Ja place de
Ia vérité.  Je me bornerai a exposer ce qu’apprennent I'observa-
tion ¢t les écrits de nos auteurs modernes.  Je vais donc essayer
de traiter i'histoire du caucer del'utesus; elle comprendra s 1o Pex~
position succincte de ses causes ; 2. 1a description dela maladie;
3. enfinson traitement.

iLe cancer e V"uterus &pargne constamment les deux périodes
extremes de Mdge. [l est méme riredde le rencontrer avant vingt-
canq anset2prés soixante : maisson époque d'élzction est de tren-
te & cmquante aus, car c'est ordinairement lorsque iz menstrua-
tion estarrélée, que 'on voit paraitre cette cruetle maladie.

Je pasecrai soussilence les opinions varices quiont ¢té émises par
Jes d+Térens anleurs, surla 7 ure du cancer ; en eifet, partout je
ne trouve qu’an assemblvge d2 suppositions arbitraires 2t dopini-
ous errondes, quiont survéca aux théarics ancizrtes quileur a-
vaient douné naissance,

Cayses—I1 exidte uasi grand nombre de causes capables de
donner iuissance & cetle terrible maladie, qu'il serait impossidle
de pouvorr les énumérer toutes, Ll’extréme sensibilité de Tute-
rus; lanature compacte 2 son tissu 3 Ia constitution lymphati-
(uect nerveuse si commuune chez les femmes ; les affections mora-
les; Ia suppression d’une évacuation naturelle comme les mens-
truees, accidentelle comme les hémorroides, artificieile comme un
ancien ulcére, ont toutes €1¢ regardées comme des causes prédis-
posantes.  On a remarqué queles femmes sujettes an flaor albus y
sont céncraleminnt plus exposzes que los autres,  Le genre devie
semble aussi influer sur cette cruclle affection ; aiusi les femmes
des wrandes vilies et surtout celles des clisses inférieures de Iaso-
cifte, on sont plus souvent affectées que les habitantes des campa-
gnes; etcuinment pourrait-on expliquer cotte funeste pretgrence,
sive n'est par lagrande dissolution des meeurs chez les prem.iéres.

CQa aecncnre dunné commne cause "onanismie, 1a privation abso-
lue abus prématuré ou Pusage immodéré desplaisirs de Famout.
Mais les causes oceasionelles ies plus {réquentes sont les phlegma-
S1c3 a1zuss on chromgques. 11 faut avouer aussi que trds souvent
le cances sest développé spoutanément ¢t saons qu'ou puisse 1'at-
trihaer X e cause planwble.

Stuprduss.—~Chez les jeuncs personnes, 1a saladie s'annonce
ondinairement par un déranzement dans ia menstruaticn, qui est
alors plus 2bondante, plus fréquente et dure pluslong-temis, On
observe subilement des pertes effrayantes,  Chez celleg qui ont
passt 1'age crilique, 3] survizat dans cerfains cas wne évacuaticn
plus ou moius copieuss ct prolongée, cessant pour reparaitre de
mois en mois avec uue périodicité trompeuse.  Dautres fois ces
pertes ue se repraduisent que de low ca lom, 3 Voccasion du cor-
cubitus au de quelque vive ¢motion sleame. A fa mime époque
sl w'est pas rare de voir survemr une sorte de pesanscur, de géne,
de traillement dsus les lombes, les ianches, une ardecr income
moJde au fond du vague, uncirntation de {2 veasic et durectum. us
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£coulement blane, abondant, Acre et fétide.  Oa voit mdme des
femmes déjh sous Vinfluence du cancer, u’éprouver d'autres plé.
noméaes morbifiques ducété decetorgane, que I'écoulement biane
et ur sensation doulovreuse avec un Jéger suintemeut sauguino.
leat v.. moment du concubitus. Lorsque cessymptomos existent,
on doit pratiquer le toucher pour s'assurer de I'état des parties,
Lorsqu‘on introduit le doigt daus ie vagin, on trouve le col de I'u.
terus molasse dans toute sou étendue, ou seulement daus quelques
parties ; dur, inégal dans les autres, I'ouverture de forme isrégua
tigre est plus large que dans I'état ordinaire. Sion comprime lu
partie appelée Museau de Tanche, on en fuit sortir un hquide sé-
reux ou sanguinolent, etle doigt qui le pressc est retiré teint de
sang.D'apres M. Je professeur Boyer,ce symptdme est plus propre
que Ja douleur 3 caructériser le commencement de 1a waladie.

Tels sout les premiers symptomes du cancer de P'utérus. A
mesure qu'il fait des progrés, les douleursdeviennent plus perma.
neates, plus vives, laicimantes, pougitives, quelquefots intermmt,
tantes ; du col de cet orgaune elles se propagent 3 Panus, aux awes,
2ux lombes, et & laportic supiricure des cuisses. Hippocrate
avail ¢galement indiqué ces douleurs, y joignant celles delatéte,
et embarras de Ja respiration, que les observateurs ont en grawde
partizattribuges A la tension des figamens ronds.  On vort quel-
quefois, au contratre, des cancers parcourir toutes lcurs périodes
presque sans donleurs.  Tel Ie cas cité daus le Dictionnaire des
suiences médicales {Article Cancer de la Matnce). Cesout, en
général, les moios redontables; car plusils sont dduloureux, plus
Ieur marche est rapide. Des hémorragies se manifestent accom-
pagnées ou précédees de Pexacerbation des accidens, suivies de
suulagemens momentanés; 'éroulement purulent est Qe plusen
plus fEtide; brentdot Pon verra s’y wéler des flocons grisdures,
formés par les parties détuchées du caucer. Dans ses progrés
celuici s'étend a la tolahté de la matsice, il envaint le vagus, le
recium, la vessie, et forme a2au wilien de ces parties un cloagque
dizoitant, A travers leguel se fait habituellement un €coulenzent
iufect de sanie, de matiére fcale et arine.

Si PPou emploie le cpeculum uleri pour reconuzitre I'état de Iz
maladie, on verra Ja partie qui en est le siége, tantdt tuméfiée daus
certains endroits, ramollie dans d’autres, couverte ot noa de veé-
getations fougueuses représentant une sorte de champignon, d'olt
deconle une sanic putnnde.  Tantdt celle méme partic est rongéa
Par une uicération plus ou moins ctendue, une plaie dout la sur-
face est ordinairement incégale, eufractueuse, et parsemée dex-
croissancez dout la couleur varie depuis le rouge blatfud jusqu'an
brun livide, en passant par{outes lcs nuances intermédiares; daus
quelques cas, 1a surface ost saignante.  Les bords présentent des
diffécences uou moins remarquables; ils sont tantdt trés épais,
grivdtees, et renyersss de dedans en dehoss, tantdt rouges el 1anllés
perpendiculawvement. Daus les derniers temps de lut maladie,
V'ulcére est presnue toujours recouvert d'une couchie mollz, sorte
de putrilage qui parait sc renouvelier sans cesse aux depeas de 1y
propre substance des partios. (& contisuer)



234 Rarmont Mopscat.

Rarronr dc PEtat de la Sunté Publigue, dans la Ville deca
“Trois- Rizigres e scs encirons, depuis Mlars jusyn ‘au mi-
Tieu ¢2 é.‘ptembn. 1525.—~Communiqué dans uac lettre au
Pr. Teisier, Editcur de .ce Journal, par-Al e Dod“t
Ls. TawsorT, des. Trois-Rivitres.

Je regrette, Mr; YEditeur, d'étre obligé é de me putet 1
vne époque reculée, pour continuer mon nppun
yubiique dans cette ville ct ses environs, mais des, w
tances imprévues.m 'ont empen.he de e faire ylolﬂ.

Jmmsfaca‘kmentpassesousnlence Yespace de trois ou
quatre' fois, si'la derniére saison quméto extraordinairenient
.saine, nots ofirait plus de ‘matiéres i cbserver.

Dep suistle; -nilien de Mars jusqu’au commencemculde\lu.
2 tgms a.{1& froid et himide, et sujet 3 des variations at-
n.o-pheru-uc: prompites et considérables. Clést pcmlant
cette espace (e tems que l’lnﬂuenza, (Rhume, ou (.atham:
I-‘pxdem\que,) u prévilu genernlcment, et aattaqueé ptu des
{rvis quarts-des: habitans de cette viile et de ses cavirons.—
‘Cette maledie s'¢st’ manifestée, comme il arrive le plas sou-
vent, avee -des’ svmp*u-“es de fitvie nervéuse, ‘dans o dé-
gré bien wodéré. Un tmxtcment am*ph\ognstu[uc au com-
momcmem,ne 1éizérs pur«-auf:, :mv:; par diaph
ct des snoding, 0 ‘ont pas manque & Popeérer V unecnte pmmpte

lons presque. touslescas, etjcnatpacomaugm que cette
moiniie, qui acté: "tncnlc, ait.-¢te fatale & aucua de conx
ui- DAt cu Fecours. il nmltcme.

Ea Coqwcluchca coatiaué de se faire sentic jusque vers le
Ton O lady tems uquel 1% annorphére étant devenu plus
Jau: :xl-uiac a crLcn::'ert disp:ara. apeey groir @8’
sieuss. uu ivid u digsle cmus dn mois d'.\v'ri!, ce qui
coastitution de Tair, car
é dans mom. p«-mr apport “quielle a'ivail; ¢ia
R Y] xmum...qma n..n-nuu.p-

ch.\t Sote Mars..
La. l’c..:lc.l releacs mcr.lumm .ln fia de Mai, et
3 eauzé T mort de: ;.Iu-snm caiagts. ‘ot avee: ngdt ‘¢
reil e‘quejemscbllgtdew q-e-kﬁ tos eforis
Cos Nlédeciug; “beancoep de pei ot zcours A Js
pratiite. ttpu-ha:ubk Jincculer “Jevirs: eﬁﬂlm& A Y
_matiere vanolique. Qs pm que 1a Vaccine ¥’ J
prcact\-auf.m «uclic. ne: et GUE POVT . ua
.d'anndes..

La Rougcole a vatitrement ‘aq-am vcnd-m le mnis de
Mai, tems- m‘ucl 13 (kalcur 3 CRIBICREE;.CL ' contiané sams




Du Dr. Tavrsort, ad5

reliche jusqu'au commencement de Septeinbre.  Clest pene
dant la grande sécheresse gue nous avons éprouvée que toutes
les maladies dont nous venons de parler sont disparues,

Quoique le nombre des morts ait été grand, relativement
au petit nombre de maludies, il est & remarquer que peu de
personnes du moyen dze sont mortes de maladies aiguds, et
fe vieil 8ge est celui oit la morts'est plu d exercer soncempire.

Les dérangemens gastiques, les vomissemens bilieux et
pitniteux ont été fréquens, ainsi que la diarrhée. - Les jeu-
nes enfants sont ceux qui ont le plus souffert de cette mala-
div, et il en cst mor: un grand nombre. Il est vrai que les
Medecins n’ont pas toujours été requis de préter les secours
de leur art 2 1a plus grande partie de ces jeunes étres, qui
sont devenus les viethees de cette maladie toujours trés sé-
vire, surtout pendant le procedé de Ia dentition.

Le Ckolera-Morbus n*a pas été aussi {réquent quwil I'était
Punnée derniére, ctj'ignore qu'aucun adulte en soit mort.

Nous avons maintenant quelgues cas de Synochus, ou fig-
vre continue.  J%at entendu dire que 1a Figvre Typhoide fait
beancoup de ravages dans la paroisse d*Yamachiche et dans
la Riviere du Loup, ainsi que dans la parcisse de Bécancour.

La Figvre Intennittente est fréquente maintenant dans cetic
Tille. Beaucoup d'ouvriers et autres personnes qui ont ét8
dans le Haut Canada, en sont revenus atteins, et il y a peu
de ges personnes qui ne Payent pas contractée durant le
séjour qu’ils y ont fait. On m’a aussi assuré gqu'un homme
qui habite pres des bords du Lac St. Pierre, 2t qui n’a jemais
18 dauns le Haut-Canada, a contracté cette maladie, mais je
n'ai pu avoir de détair: circonstanciés sur ce cas.

La chaleur qui a été bien grande, dans cet eadroit, depuis
le commencement de Mai, et qui a été excessive dans les mois
de Juillet et Aout, a été accompagnée d’une sécheresse ex-
treordinaire. Clest, je crois, & cette causequ’est due la santd
presque parfaite dont Jes habitans de ceite Ville ont joui,
Ppresque sans interruption, durant la dernitre suison.

11 est a présumer que le grand changement de tems que

rous atlons avoir bien vite, nous produira beaucoup de ma-
Iadies,

L. TALBOT,
Trois-Rividres, 14 Sept. 126.
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Rapport deI'état de la Santé Publique, durant
la derni¢re Saison.

Nous aurions désiré que cette partie de notre travail devint
Touvrage de tous ceux & qui une pratique plus étendue que
1~ nétre, fournit tant de moyens de rendre notre tablean des
maladies de ia saison plus étendu et plus fidéle. Dans cette
vue, ious n’avons cessé d’inviter tous les practiciensde cette
ville 2 se joindre & nous, et noys aider de leurs observations,
etquoigue tous aient accueilli avec plaisir notre invitation,
peu ont cu jusqu't présent le loisir de s’y rendre. Cetaveu,
Gue gous ne témoignons qu’d regrét, suffira sans doute pour
nous absowdire de guelque erreur que nous aurions pu com-
mettre dans les rapports hygiéniques que nous avens dornés
jusqu'z présent, sinon pour ce qui regarde la nature des ma-
ladies, an moins pour le nombre. Mais nous nous fattons
qu’ea commencant une nouvelle anndés, nos conciterens ver-
ront dans les membres de notre Profession, se renourveller co
zele et cette ardeur pour I'avancement de Jeur art, que nuls
avtres que les Médecins aient jamais témoignés en Canada.

Le genre dobsesvation par lequeld lg Practicien, en remar-
guant la marche ordinaire de chague maladie que la saison
zmene, peut prévoir dans P'avenir quelles seront celles qu'il
auma 1 traiter lorsque les memes circonsiances kes feront re-
naitre, est un travail qui ne demande qu'un pea d'stention.
Y2 connaissance de leur nature et de leurs nuances principa-
les, Connie ensuite I'idee de lour trailement : ctle Medetin
mettant 2insi & profit, jusqu’a ses erreurs, se famidiarise Uien-
162 avee les cavses lucules qui impriment un caractere parti-
culier aux maladieg du climat qu'il habite, et pour lesqucllcy
la thémpeutique cesse d'etre sterile. _

Ces considérations nous donnent licu d’espérer que notre
rapport d*hrgiéne ne scra plus 3 T'avenir le travail d'un seul
homme, encore trop jeune dans la pratique pour le rendre
aussi intéressant et aussi utile qu'il le serait, si ceux qui ont
plus 'oceasions que lui, voulaient se donner la peine de
mettre la main 2 un vuvrage qui deit tourner & leur avantage
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futur. Ce sont aussi ces motifs qui nous font attacher le
plusgrand prix aux contributions que nous avons regues de
quelques-uns des plus zélés et des plus éclairés duns notre
prefession, et particuliérement de notre judicieux correspon-
dant, le Dr. Talbot des Trois-Riviéres, & qui nous sommaes
sedevable d’un rapport des maladies qui ont prévalu daus son
District durant toute P'année qui vient de s’écouler. D4ja ses
observations nous fournissent des données d’aprés lesqueiles
nous pouvons établirla coincidence des mémes maladies dans
les deux villes ; les variéiés dans leur marche et leurs carac-
téres que la différence si marquée dans la position topographi-
que et si peusensible dansla constitution atmosphérique, leur
impriment; enfn les moyens de s’assurer des circonstances qui
peuvent nous faire apprékender le féau de Ja contagion par-
mi nous, et ceux: de les éloigner ou de s’en préserver. la
description des maladies qui ont prévalu & Québec depuis
notre dernier numéro, va nous en fournir exemple.

Nous nous sommesabstenu, jusqu'd présent, d’entrer dans
aucun détail particalier sur I'état de la saison ; la table Mé-
téorologique dontnous avons toujours accompagné chacun de
nos rapports, présente sousun seul point de vue les variations
qui snntsurvenues & toutes les dpoques ; c'est-pourquoi nous
ne dirons rien de particulier sur chucun des changemens at-
mosphériques, qu'en autant qu'ils auront paru influer sur le
tempérament.

L 4tat de chaleur et de sécheresse continuelle qui = r3zné
durantla plus grande partie de 1'été, a été plus préjudiciable
a la végétation qu'd la santé des citovens. Aussi n'avons
nous remarqué ancude €pidemie particulidre 3 lasaison, quoi-
que le nombre des maladies n'ait_pas diminué d'une maniére
sensible. Les morts amenées par 1'ige, lesaccidens et autres
circonstances indépendantes de P'état de I'atmosphére, sem-
blent avoir été plus fréquentes qu'a Vordinaire. {lest permis
de craire que la chaleur excessive de 'été = pu occasioner ou
du moins favoriser un dégré de débilité 3 ces sortes de ma-
ladies, quiles aura rendues plus futales, sans qu'elle ait été
capable de les faire maitre.

Le Choleru-2Morbus a régné pendant la plus grande partie
d'Aoiit, et 2 immolé un assez grand nombre de victimes.
MMQis il a rarement été fatal apreés trente ou quarante heures
de durée, quoique dansbicn des cas il se soit prolongé au de-
13 de ce terme.  Les fomentations, les bains, n'ont pasaussi
bien réussi que Yopium donné 3 fortes doses, pour calmer
les convalsions.
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La Rougeols a continué d'étre plus rare que dans les sai-
sons précédentcs.  Nous ne savons pas mdme quelle ait éid
funeste dans ancune occasion.

Depuis le millieu d’Anidt, il a paru une maladic dont le
sitge était particuliérement dans le canal alimentaire.  Elle
parait avoir pris la place du Cholera-morbus avec legquel ellea
beaucoup de ressemblance sous quelques rapperts.  Une irri-
tion continuclle de I’estomac accompagnée de nansées, diar-
chée, avec une chaleur et sécheresse extréma de 1a peau, et
douleur 4 la téte, ont été ses caractires principaux. La sai-
gnée a sénéralement réussi & rappeler la transpiration et di-
minuer I'irritatien, lorsque tout autre moyen avait échoué.
Dans quelques cecasions Virritation s’est portée au cerveau,
ce qui a rendu ‘a maladie plus fatale, quoique la déplétion
et les évacuans aient généralemens produit d’excellens effets.

Lu Cogueluche, (Yertussis) vient de paraitre dans le mois
dernier et fait bezucoup de ravages ; elle pasait méme pren-
dre une marche épldémique parmi les enfans. Nous avens
le plaisir de pouvoir ajouter notre expérience a celles de plu-
sieurs Médeciens distingués d’Angleterre et des Etats-Lnis,
pour constater les effets merveilleuxdu vitrioi blue dans cetie
terrible maladie.  Daas plusieurs occasions nous avons opéré
par ce moyea une Zuérisun compléte en peu de jours, et nous
uhé:itons pas de dire que cc remede peut éure considérs
comme le plus puissant ct le plus efficace que 'on connaisse
pour Ia maladie dont nous parlons,

La saizon a été plus particulicrement fatale aux enfans,
surtout durant le travail de 1a dentition, qui a été wenémle-
ment difficile et accompagaé de déraagemens considérables
dans les intestins, .

Nous: 1voas eacore 2 parler de la Petite-Vircle qui, depuis
notre derniar mipport, 62 pas ces<é de paraitre, surtout ¢ans
le mniz dernier. Plusicurs aduites en ont €t atteints, et dass
bien dos occasions cile a éeé fatale, surtout durant la grande
chaleur. Nous n’avons cessé de recommander la propaga-
tion de la vaccine, ct si nous n'avons pas réussi autant que
nous le désirions & en faire apprécier les avantages, on doit
espérer que la Législature ne manquera de prendreles moy-
ens ’en Zarantis les bienfaits & la énération qui nous suit.

Instruite par I'expérience, on duit espérer que ses appro-
priations seront désormais réglées de maniere & produire Uef-
fet que U'on cn doit attendre.  Nous laissons i la sagesse de
ses membres 3 tracer Ia marche qu'il convient de suivre pour
arriverd ce but si dés.cé.
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Changement du Corps Humain en une substance particulicre.

Dars le cours du mois d’Aout dernier, 1a curiosit? publi-
gue a 6té éveillée par la découverte que l'on a faite d’un
corps humain trausformé en ure substance & laquelle Four.
croy & donné le nom d’adipocire ; et comme cet événement
a donné lieu & un grand nombre de conjectures et de spécu-~
lations que la nouveauté du faiten ce pays v’a pas manqué
d'accréditer, nows croyons devoir nous y arréter un instant.

Ea fesant lx {evée des corps dans un ancien cimitiére, dans
fe voisinage de cette ville, on a trouvé le corps d’uue per-
sonue que l'on suppose avoir été eaterrée depuis prés de 45
ans. Le bruit s’en étant aussitit répandu & Québec, notre
zelé Naturaliste, Mr. Chasseur, aprés s’étre muni 4'une per-
mission de la part des autorités compélentes, civile et ecclé«
siastique, se rendit aussitét sur les lieux dans Iz vue dele
transporter & Québee, comme un objet de curiosité naturelle,
Mais il se désista de son entreprise pour céder aux instances
d’uae famille qui le reclam it comme étantle corps de quel-
qu’un de leur famille.  Cette circonstauce nous a privé d’en
fuire nous méme un examan aussi étendu que nous P'aurions
désiré.  Cependant M. Chasseur a en la politesse de nous
faire parvenir une des extrémitds supirieures dont nous allons
<onuer ici la deseription, (ui nous porte & croire que ce chan-
gement oe ditfére en rien deceux que Pon a souvent remarqués
en pareils cas. Ce w'est en elfet qu'une sudstance Qune
couleur grisitre et d’un blanc terne, graisseuse, friable et
qui n'a point d'odeur.

La peau n’a point subit de chzngement particulier dans sa
couleur ni dans sa texture, sinon qu’elle est entiérement des-
séchée et fermement attachée au tissu celiulaire adjacent.
Nous avons observé la méme chose quant aux parties ifibreuses
blarches, telles que les apounésroses, les tendons et les liza-
mens. Le périoste est aussi assez bien conservé, Dlais les
muscles, toute la membranz cellolaire et la graisse, sont chan-
gés en une substance, d'une coulenr grisitre et d’un blanc
sale, graisseuse, friable etinodore. Les os mémesont éprou-
vé aussice changement, maisce qui est digne de remarque,
C’est que leur surface extérieure adhérente au périoste a con-
servé sa dureté avec une couleur plus foncée que les muscl. -,
mais cette couche dure n’a que peu d*épaisseur, aprés quoi
on trouve tout le reste de leur intérieur "dans Pétat de dé-
composition dont nous parlons. La cavité qui contenait la
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motlle, est confonduc avec cette sabstance mdme, en ore
matidre graisseuse, friable et d’une coulenr un peu plas foa-
cée que les muscles et la graisse. Cette décomposition s&
rencontre dans toute ’étendue des os cliyadriques, en sorte,
qu'il est facile de les presser entre les doigts aprés que 1'oa 2
enlevé la couche osseuse mais ramollic qui forme leur surfaca
extérieure. Enfin on pourra se former une idée assez pars
faite de I'état des os enles comparant & Ia cance i sucre des
Tades Occidentales, telle gu’on la trouve dans les boo- - ats
de sucre du commerce, excepté que leur enveloppe exténicure
a conservé plus d’élasticité, et que Vintérieur n'est pas dis-
posé en fibres.

Il n’existe presque aucune trace des vaisseaux sanguins et
des nerfs.  La gaine qui les renfermait est vuide et offre une
plus grande capacité que dans P'état naturel. Les seuls in-
dices gu'on y trouve de leur existence, sont guelques couches
libres, d’une couleur noire, d’une odenr de bois pousri dans
un lieu constamment humide et ot la lumiére ne pénetre pas.
Ces couches n’ontaucune consistance, et cédent a 1a moindre
pression entre les doigts. Mais pour les nerfs, il nous a é1a
impossible d’en trouver aucuse trace. Les membres parais-
sent avoir perdu enviren un tiers de leur poids aaturel.

Nous a’avons pu examiner l'intérieur du tronc, mais nogs
soupconnons qu’on n’y trouvera que peu de vestiges dcs oc-
genes quiy sont contenus. Enfin tel est 1'état de 1a masse
entidre qu'il est impossitle de déterminer le seze du sujet,
avant un esamen complet de Pintéricur du tronc ; c’est ce qus
nous prendrous occasion de faire, aussitdt que nous ea suroos
Ies moyens.

Jusqu’an tems de Fourcroy on avait regarde ces dégés
nérescences comme une espece de macénalion, parce que
jus qu'aloss on les avait presque toujours observées sous le
passage d’eaux limpides et courantes. Mais une ciscousa
tance favorable dontca occasion & cet habile Chimiste d'en
constater 1z pature, C

Vers 'an 1785, & lalevée du cimititre de PEglise des In<
nocens * Paris, odi V’on avait déposé les corps depais pluz de
trois cens ans ; etlespérience ayant appris combicn {es éma-
tions qui s’exhalent de ces lieux sout fupestes, M. Fourcroy
fut appointé par le gouvernement pour surveiller ec diriger
les travaux. Parrens ) uneancicoue charniére ofl zne grande
quantité de cadavres étaient 2moncelés, it remargqua gulils
dtaient tous trausformés en uac sabstance quiil nomma adi-
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pocire, parce qWelle participait dé Ia nature de la graisse et
de Ia cire, sars qu’clle fut ni Pune ni Pautre.

Soumise & P’analyse chimique, il découvrit que cette ma
tiere graisseuse était un espice.de savon ammoniacé dont il
zetira, an moyen d’un acide, les deux substances dont rous
vepons de parler.  En poursuivaot ses recherces surle sper-
maceli et les calouls biliaires, il en retira des substances crys-
tallisées, qu’il regarda comme une variété de la méme ma-
tidre que Padipocire, & cela pros qu’elles étaient fusibles et
solubles dans Pesprit de vio. Mais M, Chevreul, dans ua
mémoire qu’il 1it & PInstitut de France en 1515, et qui est
inséréau long'dans les Annales de Chimie; vol. 95, Juillet,
méme année, a combattu ccite dermiére propositon, ct si
nous en croyons les expériences qu'il rapporte et qui nous pa-
raissent trés concluantes, poar ce qui regarde le spermacel;
et les calculs que Fourctoy considére comme entiérement
semblables & Padipocire, on devra convenir avec lui que non-
seulement ces deux premiéres substancessont différentes 'une
de I'autre, mai: ju’elles p'ont point de ressemblance avec
cette derniére; « a'il réprésente comme un composé de plu-
sieurs substance. ;raissenses qu'il nomme margarine et vne
huile-orangée, transformées en une matiére suponacie par
Pammoniaque, 1a chaux ou la potasse.

GOu voit daus cet exposé combicen les résultals quont ob-
tenus ces deux chimistes expérimentés sont diftérens. Suivant
M. Fourcroy V'intervention d'un acide, émané du corps hu-
main, est nécessaire 4 la transmutation en adipocire, tandis
que dans la théorie de M. Cherrenl, ce changement est le ré-
sultat immédiat d’un alcali,~formé dans le corps méme, o
sorti de la terre environnante. I nenous appartient pas
de décider, pas méme de hazarder une opinion sur un sujet
qui a occupé des hommes aussi justement célebres; nous
laissons aux maitres de’avtd résoudre unc question que
de nouvelles tentatives pousront conduire & de plus heurcux
résultats.

En termisant nous rapporterons ict un fait semblable 3
celui dont nous avons parlé, et qui st cousigné dans le New-
York Medical Repository, vol. IV, page 103,

« In digging 2 ground behind the gaol, where blacks were for-
werly buried, the entire aud farge hody of a woman was found
in the sandy ground, and atafew feet depth. By moving and
lifting it, it was divided into parts, ~ Ga closer inspection it was
foynd whelly changed into h:ufiiI f::t or adipacire;a substance solid,

<
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but greasy and briltle, of a mixed grey and yellow colour, emit-
ting wo kind of faetor ; and, whea softened between the fingers,
had 2 vapid smell. Several thick parts were divided with 2 kinfe,
and thereby the tendonsand all apouevrotic membranes appeared
to have uadergone no alteration, but that of exsiccation. The
same preservation was observed of the external cuticle. All the
bones were natural, The black matter, or unimal prgment, which
consnitutes the colonr of the negroes, on the rete WuCosuyl, wWas
all over preserved in its natural state,”

Réflexions sur la Mlort Subise.
(Continuées de la page 125.)

Dans ce quia &té dit précédement surce sujet, nous nous
sommes efforeé d’établir quele cecur est le siége des accidens
qui entrainent une mort soudaire; aujourd’hui nous allous
nous attacher & mettre sous les yeux de nos lecteurs la nature
de ces accidens, les moyens que nous possédons d’en cunsta-
ter I’existence sur le snjet qui en porte avec lui le germe, et
les ressources de guérison que nous counzissons. Voyons
d’abord ce qu’est le cacur.

Situé au milicu de Ia poitrine, ayant sa pointe un pen 3
gauche, le ca:ur est un muscle creux qui se divise en deux
parties égales qui n’ont aucune communication directe 'vne
avec Yautre. L'uncregarde & droite et autred gaache, et
chacune se eompose d'un ventricule et d’une oreillette qui,
en raison de leur situation, se nomment ventricule droit ou
~ventricufe gauche &c.  Cet organe o pour upique usage de
faire circulerle sang dans toate 'etendu du corps, e pouren
concevoir une idée satisfaizante on peu recourrir 3 12 défini-
tion ue nous en avons donné & la page 1C3 de ce volume.

a nature dos lesions organiques auxquelles le coour est sue
jet. découle de la pature méme de scs functions.  L'exercice
continuel qu'exige de Jui lemaintien de Ia vie, Vexpose comme
tous 125 autres muscles, a acquérir un plos gvand dévelop-
pement, tant que sa force rhisique ess capable de vaincre un
surcroit de résistance que lut opposerait Ia masse du fluide
qu'il regoit et qu'il repousse. Siaa contrairela résistance de
gus parois ceéde tant soit peu d Pimpétuosité dussang sur le
quelelles agissent, il résulte un ¢tat d’affoiblissement de son
tissu qui, cédunt 4 'obstacle qu'il ne peut surmonter, se re-
Tiche, sedistend, et par consequent devient plus mince. Ce
sont cos deg états que Ion nomnpe anévrismes du ceeur, cf
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Corvizart appéle anévrisme actif, celui qui est accompazné
d’un épaississement de ses parois, et anévrisme passif celui
qui résnlte de lear amincissement. Ce savant Médecin estle
premier qui ait donné une altention particuliére aux lésions
du ceeur dans un traité qui lui assure Pimmortalite. Jusqu'a
lui, on n’avait jumais pu constater la nature des affections
auxquelles il est exposé, de maniére d établic les signes pa-
thognomoniques qui les font distinguer P'une de Pautre.

Le ceur est encore le sidge d’une veriété d'aures affec-
tions qui toutes présentent des signes qui leur sont communs,
mais pour les distinguer entrelles, il est besoin d’une délica-
tesse de tact et d'un jugement siir dont peu & » personnes sont
douées. Le pouls est le mireir fidéle duns lequel on recon-
nait les caractéres qui indiquent la présence des maladies du
ceeur. Les traits du visage de cclui qui en estatteint, ont en-
core quelque chose de particulier, mais qui est trés difficile
3 saisir et encore plus difficile & peindre ; enfinla respiration
nous offre des Jérangemens qui, quoiqu’ils ne soient que d’u~
ne utilité seconctuire pour le dingnostic, méritent aussi toute
notre attention.  Mais comme il neus faudrait des volumes
eaticrs pour suivre en détail chacune des maladies dont le
ceeur est susceptible, et que d’ailleurs notre intention est de
ne nous y arréter qu'en autant qu’elles peuvent toutes ame-
ner une mort sondaine, it suflit @ notrz objet de présenter les
siznes qu'elles ont de commun entrlelles : ce qui dans un tra-
vail subséquent, pourra nous conduire & les identifier, lors-
que I'expérience et les travaux de nos contemporains auront
porté plus luin les connaissances que nous possédons aujour-
d'hui sur ce sujet.

Les causes des maladies du ceeur sont ouhéréditaires ouacci-
dentelles. Il est maintenant hors de doute gue nous appor-
tous en naissant une prédisposition plus ou moins prononcéed
ces sortes de maladies qui avaient leur source dans quelque
vice organique, ou une prédominauce de quelque appareil
d'organes, dans ceux dont nous tenons immeédiatement notre
evistence ; et le premier jour de notre vie étant aussi notre
premier pas vers Ja mort, ces lésions dont nous portons en
nous le germe, n'attendent qu'unc occasion favorable paur
se développer.  C'estainsi qwune vive émotion de I'ime, un
transport de colére, un exces de joie ou de douleur, en por-
tant leur influence directement sur le cour, dont ils aceé-
Ierent les pulsations & un dégré capable de vainere Péquilibre
pécessaire entre la force et la résistance, jettent les promiers
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fondemens d'un dérangement dans les fonetions de cet orgae
ne, qui finit par les annéantir entiérement.

Les causes accidentelles sons celles q-.i agissent indépen-
damment d'une prédisposition quelconque. De cette nature
sont encore les mouveinens de I'ime dans leur plus haut dé-
gré d'action et de durée, une cortusion surla région du ceeur,
ou toute autre cause physique quiagit de la méme manitre.

Lorsque le ceeur est atteint d’une maladie organique, le su.
et éprouve d’abord des palpitations, .ommunément nommées
battemens deceeur, quisont d’abord légers, fugaces, mais qui
deviennent ensuite sensibles au toucher et 4 Ja vue pendant
Yirspiration, et qu'il est nécessaire de bien distinguer de ces
sortes de palpitations, de resserremens et de trémoussemens
qui nesont * asibles quw’au malade méme, et qui sont purement
spasmadiques. 11 ne peut monter une hauteur, sans ressentir
un sentiment de suffocation et de resserrement de la gorge,
avec des palpitations trés accélérées du carur. Le pouls varie
considérablement et présente des caractéres particuliers d tous
les wenres d’affections dont le caur devient le sicgge. Dans
tousles cas il est irrégulier.  Ainsi quand chez un individa
sain d'ailleurs, on trouvera uneirrégularité du pouls, soit dans
sa force, sa fréquence ou sa durée, ou tout autre déviation de
gon mouvement naturel ; et si & cein se joignent les dérane
gemens dans la respiration dont avus venons de parler, on
peut dés lors accuser Je ceour comme le foyer d'un vice ca-
ché qu'il est d’autant plus important de découviir de bonne
heure, qu’apres un certain tems, lorsgue Ja maludie est con,
firmée, lindividu atfecté peut raisonnablement s'attendre 3
unc mort certaine, que ni les secours de Part, ni attention
1a plus scrupuleuse de sa part, nescursient détourner, etqui
méme V'expose & étre tout-d-coup privé de la vie dans la
juuissance apparente d’une santé assez parfuite. Ea cfet,
on cbeerve que dans ces sortes d'affections, appétit n'est
point diminué, Pestomac ct les iotestine continuent leurs
fonctions comme auparavant, ct le malade quisouvesnt ne se
croit pas tel, conserve toute sa furce, et meéme souvent un
surcroit de vigueur.,

Quand Iamaladic a fait quelque progres, la figure présents
des apparences remarquables.  Elle devient bouffic et zuls
Zucuse, sans avoir ces couleurs luisantes pesticuliéres quel'on
observe dans les inflammations aiguts de la poitrine. Ilya
bien il est vrai ua soulévement de la peau, maissans décom-
position des traits du visage qui est alors d'un wuge violet,
surtout les lévres, le nez et le peurtour des yeux. Toutes
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les veines sont gorgées de sang, et les jugulaires paraissent
battre comme les artéres, surtout quand Pobtacle & la circu-
lation est dans le c6tédroit du eceur.  Dans les tempéramens
sanguins, le visage se couvre de couleurs subites et passagé.
res ; et dans les lymphatiques, il conserve unc pileur bleu-
tre et violette accompagnée d’un éiat de bouflissure. Un
autre moyen (uc les moderaes ont fuit revivre avec avantage,
dans toutes les maladies de la poitrine, est la percussion de
eette cavité qui, lorsqu’elle renterine un vice organique dans
soa enceinte, résonne wal, et ne donne qu'un son m@, 7un-
quam percussi feaoris, dans 11 région qui en o3t le sitge,  Bi-
chat recom™ande de comprimer le ventre, afin de canser un
refouiement du diaphragme : ce qui causzea une angaisse in-
supportable, s'il existe une maladie du ccear.  Entin le diag-
nostic se tire d'une foule de circonstances qui sout en plus ou
moins grund nombre, et & un dégré souvent ditferent, mais
qui demandent un jugement bien exercé pour en déterminer
la nature.

‘Foutes les 1ésinns organiques du ceeur sont du nombre de
celles contre lesquetles Part le plus consommeé ne peut taire
autre chose que d'en adoucir les douksurs et en éloigner leter-
me.  Valsaiva, considérant que toutes ces maladies sont dues
A des failiesses de tissu, avait proposé 'application du froid
sur Jz région du coeur.  D'autres vnt pris une voie ditizrente,
mais tous s’accordent & regrder Ies saignées fréquentes, mas
en petite quantité, et la didze la plus sévére, comumeles seu’s
moyens et les plus efficaces pour prolonger Uexistence du ma-
lade. Tous les agens capables de ralentir Ia circulution, tels
que Popium, la digitale et d*autres, ont été mis en usage, et
sont recommandés de nos jours comma de puissans auxilizl-
res. Le repos absolu est aussi de la plus haute importance.

Nous terminerons ict ce que nous avons i dire maintenant
sar ce sujet, et nous serions flatté que quelqu'un de nos cor-
respondans vouldt v donner une attention paruculiére. Il est
étonnant que sur des milliers de voluines qui ont 6té écrits sur
les différentes parties de P'art de la Médecine, personne n’ait
encore parlé de la mort suoite d'une maniére satizfaisante,
Ce sujet qui reste & exploiter, ne manque pas d'intéresser ce-
lui qui sait apprécierlavie. C'estee quinousaengagéinous
en occuper, weins dans Pespoir de le traiter dignement, que
dans la vue de diriger attention sur ce point, etsurtoutd'in-
diquer la marche qui nous parait la seule cupable deconduire
& des résultats satisfaisans dans la recherche des causes qui le
plus souvent oceasionnent une mort prompte, en les rappor~
tant i une 1ésion ou un vice organique du ceeur.
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DINNER 1o Dr. PIERRE Dk SALES LATERRIERE.

The Pliysicians :...d Surgeons of this city and neighboor-
hood, entertained their countryman and coafs>. ¢ with a dinner
at Jlathiot’s Hotel, on the 21<t Avugust last, on_his return
for England, where he intends {o renin. ’

The two Senior Medical Praciitioners present took the chairs;
and zfter partaking of an clegant repast, during which the
greatest burmony and cheerful conviviality prevailed, the
President; Da. Frs. Braxcuer proposed the following po-
biic toasts, accompanied with appropriate airs by the band
of the 71st regiment.

‘The King, the Royal Family, the Army and Nasy.

The Health of His Excellency the Einz or Darnotsie
was dranlowith 2 times 3.

Here the Prosident rose and said that the toast which he was
about to proposg, was one in which he teok a lisely iuterest,
as the object by which it was dictated, recalled to his memo-
1y the mwost pleasing recollections. Ile observed that not
above thirty years ago, tiere had never been in Canada one
DMedical wan a native of the country. The present meeting
chislly composed of Canadian Practitioners, some of whom
had already acguired a merited celebrity in the Profes<ion,
was a striking proof of the rapid imprevements of the coun-
try. whilst e could trace the period whea he was the only
natne Prof: ssional man, after the death of two of his coa-
temporaries, who had doparted this life ar an early age.

1t was particolasiy gratifying to his fee. ags, to have lived
to see the day when h= cenld te susrounded by such 2 rrs-
prctable number of Medical Gentlemen who bhad all been
breughit to the Profession since that period, one of whom
had deserved by his talents and zeal for its welfare, a tri-
bute whit.. had been paid to nonc before bim.  He would
not viiter into a detail of il the circumstances which had il-
tustraied the life of their worthy Guest.  Iis strepuous and
waremitiing efforts in contribating to tue preseat flourishing
state of the Profession among us; the part he had taken in the
foundation2nd impruvement of our charitable Iustitutions; his
disinteeestedness in sacrificing the advantages of ae extensive
practive ia the defence-of lifs cotutry, Wwers too well known
to all his fellow-citizeus to reguire any escomiam .

In tenderiag bim the wishes of the meeting for the pros-
perity of Liwself and his family, he then proposed the health
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of their guest, Dr. Pierre de Sales Laterrigre, which was
drank amidst the wost universal shouts of applause.—~En .dn-
gleterre nous trons &c.

The guest returned thanks in the following words:—

BMr. Presiident and Gentlemen.

¥ cannot find expressions adeguate to the feelings of grati-
tade under which I labour, for the distinguished manner with
which you welcome me to this my native land, where, _for
the space of thirteen years, I have had the honour of exercisiog
the Medical Profession, and of contributing with you to the
relief of suffering humanity ; 2nd allew me to _express that
will zhways hail as one of the hapgiest days cf my life, that
in which L am thus sit laz among you; and whilst it awa-
Xens in my breast those aigh sentiments of respect which I
have always cherished for my Confréresand Fellow-citizens,
the Physicians and Surgeons of the city of Quebec, it also
eaforces on my ny'".d the grateful recoliection of theis impor-
fant services in rescoing me from ine:itable death, which must
have followed the long 2ad dangerous disease undes which I
Iaboured before my departure for Eugland, and permit to
tender you my homble thanks for your unremitting attentions
1o me on these several occasions, which will mever be erased
from my memory.

I would ot trespass longer on your kind indulzence, but
it is so seldom that we can meetin a body, that I will not
allow the apportsoity to escape, without offering 2 few ob-
servations enfirely directed to the welfare of the Profession,
in which every one feels so deeply interested.

The rapid improvemants which bave but Jately iaken place
in the Medical Profession in Cauada, and for which the conn-
try is indebted to the many sacrifices incurred by heads of
families in order to procare Medical Education to their chil-
dren out of its limits, ought to impress on the public, aud
particolarly car Legislature, theiudispensible necessity of
some fledical Scaool being establishied among us, where the
student might acquire in his pative country, that Anatomical
and practical knowiedge which is the only foudamentai ba~
sis of Medical Science, and which have {o this day, been ac-
quired at such an enormous expence, as maust have in some ins-
tances precloded the entry in the Profession, to mauy who
might have become its oruaments, and coatrzbuted to its ad-
vanczament. I awm aware that new establishments nave been
erected, bat which do aot apue;r to answer the purposesinten-
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ded, nor to meet the views and approbation of the Legislatare.:
I am also informed that a committee of medical geatlemen in
this city, is appointed to enquire into the most convenient and
proper steps towards the establishment of a General Hospital
in Quebec,& that the necessary appropriations have been made
by the House of Assembly, to obtain plans and dévices for its
erection ; but I question much the success of this undertaking,
although X wish it sith al) my heart. Unforiunately the Legis<
lature has already expended immense sums, without, { beliese,
sufficiently takiog infoconsideration the meaus of encouraging
and protecting Medical Science.  Why, for instance, did it
oot insure certain priviieges to the Medical Attendants of the
Hotel-Dien, when the sum of nearly nine thousands pouads
were bestowed on that establishment.

DMontesquien has very properly observed, that the number
of Hospitals is a burthen on the public, and I verily believe
that the wealth of 2 poor house isa sure criterion of the po-
verty of the state which maintains it ; butas it is the duty of
every citizen interested in the welfare and prosperity of his
country, to keep awatchful eye over the expenditure of the
pubiic menies, aud without censuringan appropriation which
has been dictated by the most honourable motives, I cannot
but regret that such 2 considerabie sum should not have been
granted at certain conditions, by which the Physicians and
Surzcons of the Institution might have insared an asylum for
Medical Science, whichin ail countries, is considered-as the
most beneficial to mankind.

It would oot become roe, geatiemen, to carry farther my
obscrvations on this subject, but I sincerely wish that, finding
yourselves more intecested than I aw now, you may make it
the object of your most serious reflections, and I hembly sug-
sest that the necessary representaticns should be made to
the Legislature, if uew grants are praved for; for rest ase
sured that a Detter opportunity will never ofer itself for the
fsunation of a Medical Schwol, withoot at all iatrudieg on
the Tights of the Dames l:higieuses. Those members of the
Profassion who hasve had the advastage of completing their
education in Europe or in the Uunited States, mustappreciate
the necessity of au establishment of this nature; and no one
wili deny that the natural dispositions of the Cavadian youthy
displayed in_the various braoches of industry, would seem
to parlake of the nature of thesoil which, when properly cul
tivated, does not fail to afford an abundant harvest,
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This assertion may be proved in two individuals who, with-
out having obtained their Medical Education iu Europe, are
'stil! an arnament to their Profession : the one a Physician in
the city of Quebec, and the other a Surgeon in the city of
Montreal. It would not be delicate for me to say more to
their praise, but-T have no doubt that their merits shall be
duly appreciated.

Iuisalso with infinite satisfaction that I have rezd the Que-
dec Medicul Journal., ‘Tkhis work, although in its infancy,
is extremely well conducted; and I do not hesitate fo say
that the talents and activity of its young but indefatigable au-
thor, imperiously point outthe interest which ihe Profession
should place in its success, and I siacerely wih ihat the
country at large may give him ail the encouragement and sap-
port to which he is entitled for such a laudable undertaking.

Being about leaving again my native country, without, al-
together deserting it, allow e, gentlemen, to assure you that
nothing will gratify me so much as to have an opportunity of
being serviceable to you, in the place where I am to remain.
But I canuot leare you without takisg the liberty of recom~
mending you a prescription, which experieace has prosouaced
the only specific for individuals or corporations. It only im-
plies one word, Union. This word has lately been very pe-
pular, and is not altogether new to us. No onc can beiter
appreciate than yourselves, the heneficial adventages resulting
from a perfect understanding and constant union among the
members of our Profession. The spisit of party which un-
fortunately pervades all classes of society in Canada; the per-
sonal auhncsities and petty jealousies which sometimes are
to be met with in practice, may be reckoned the most insu-
perable barriers to the honour and interest of the profession,
which otherwise would acyuire the utm:ost hmportance, parti-
calarly since the influerice of intruders seems to have consi~
derably diminishad, and when the public, and also the head
of the government, seem disposed to contribute to our ad-
Tancement.

Under such favorable auspices, I cannot too carnestly urge
the necessity of cultivatiug a constant harmony, and I wounld
humbly suggest, that this day,which I nevercan forget, should
mark the epoch of 2z anniversary dinner, as is costumary in
all popalous and well regolated cities, ir order to procare to
the Members of the Medical Profession, an opportunity of
meeting in 2 body, and thereby cemeutiag a friendly 2nd du-
rable nnjon, Itisic the cujoymt;nt of a good repast, aud where

()

I
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hiiarily prevails; that the least explanation will frequently
prove sufficient to reconcile persons who are enemies without
often knowing the §ubject of their animadversion ; and these
party reconciliations always tend to a general good. ’

In concluding, allow me, gentlemen, to thank you once
more for the gracious and polite manuer in which you bave
acted towards me this day, wishing you health, happiness
and prosperity, and requesting you to join me in a buwmper.

To the Physicians and Surgeons of the city of Quebec and
its vicinity, and to all that may coatribute.lo improve and
promote the cause of Medical Science in Canada. Pole, mon
ceeur vole, &c.

The President offersd the following teasts =

To the memory of Jonx Hexren, aund the Medical Insti-
tutinns of Great Britain.— Nutional March. '

To the memory of Xavier BicuaT, and the Medical esta-
blishments of France.—French March.

To the memory of Bexsamiy Rusi, and the Medical
School of the Uhniied States.—Yeanky Dovdle. ’

To all the Charitable Instituticns in Canada.—Caradian
Marck., :

To the Countess of Daruotsiz, and the Canadian Fair,
Lody Mury Ramsay’s $leel.

To JIrs. P. pe Sares Larexmierg, and her family.—
Cunzidian Hir. '

The Guest reterned his theoks in behalf of his wife 2nd
family, and prooosed th. ,ollowing teastsz

The Boardof Fxaminers.—3uy it continue to be composed
of wen zho will clzays hace at b o1t the respectability of
the Prefession in this Countyy.—Canadian Country-dance.

Di.PeraiceT, 3 member of the Board, returned thanks
iu 2 near and appropriave discourse.

The Iotel-Dico of Quebee, an Asylum for the Indigent
sich.  Muy it clso decome the dsylum for Medical Science
ra2 Cenada —Canadian Air. )

Du. Paixcnacs, ene of the Physicians of the Hotel-Dieu,
ofered thauks in behalf of the Establishmeni. - -

The Emizrant Hospital, where the Indigent sick Emigrants
roceive the bercfit of Xledical assistance, uutil they can be
able to provide for themseives.—Patrick’s Day in the Mor-
ning-.

Ds. CoviLrarn, one of the attending Physicians of the
Emigrant Hosgital, made a jéw remarks with regard to the
atteation which was paid to that Institution.
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‘The Guzst then rose and proposed to drink to the success
of the Quebec Medical Journal. He said he covld not suff-
ciently express his conviction that this uadertaking, whick
was 2o oreament to the country, must have bezn hazardous,
considering our limited resources ; but from the able manneg
in which it was conducted, he felt confident that the enlight-
ened class of our couutrymen would, by the continuance of
their support, insure its future success. He considered this
publication of the highest importance, and as marking 2 me-
morable epochi o the scientific history of Canada.

The Quebec Medical Journal. May the Physicians and
Surgeons of this country, and the public in general give to
this work the degree of encouragement {o mhich it is entitlcd.
—A s claire jontuine, &c.

Du. Tessier ia retorning his thanks to the meeting for the
many compliments which had been paid him during the even-
ing, observed that this testimony of their approbation of the
manner in which he had endsavoured to be usefol to kis pro-
fession, was as gratifying to him as it was a sufficient proof
that he had not laboured in vain. Ile flattered himself that
his Confréres would ceatinue to favour his work with their
influence and protection, whilst he assured them that notbing
would be wanting on his part to deserse that encouragement.
The interest which the Guest seemed also to take in its wel-
fare, made him ! “pe that he would promote its cause on that
stde of the Atlantic, where he iatended to retire.
¥ Sevem! voluntary toasts were 2lso drank, and songs were
given by Drs. Laterricre, YVhitelaw, Tessier, &c. The whole
of the evening passed with the greatest conviviality ; and the
pariy retired at o reasonable hour, after having paid a tribute
of respect to one who had deserved so much of his country,
both asa zealous and respectable citizen, and as a worthy
and distinguished member of the Profession.

P. S.—The above was in the press when twe discovered an er-
ror in the trauslation of the President’s Address; instead of saying
that both his contemporaries had died at an early age, we should

have said one only, the other bering yet alive. See page 256, in
this number.

R . s
Triaz rox Rape~The Reader wili recollect the pledge vve
made in our preface, of conforming our publication to those of
Great Britain,in the various topics which may fall withinthe reach
of tha Physician, in aswmuch as the resources of our country
could permit; and asthe public morals have ncw attsinedamong
tz a degree of cotruotion which threatens {o shakle the most ez
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cred bonds of social bnion, it beromes = duty incursbent on ovr
Profession to eontribute our share towards arresting the pro-
pagation, by vommuuicating to the other classes of society, the
means which Medical Science pussesses of identifying crime agd
delineating its mest obscure features.  But as this obligation bor-
rows its importance from the end to which it is applied, it also
imposcs on us the task of profecting innocence, wherever 1t may
be exposed to fall 2 vict’nn to malicious and ¢riminal purposes.
No consideration, thereisre, foreign to this object, will ever de.
ter us from raising our voice in the cause of justice, or influence
our judgcment whenever truth shall appear to require elucida-
tion,

Such is however the painful task we have to perform with rs.

ard to the «ase of J. B. Drolet, who hasbecn convicted of rope
at the last Criminal Term.  \Ve say painful, because we conceive
that the omission which seems to have determined the verdict of
the Jury, is one which thecommon dictates of justice imperiously
call fos.  Weallude to the absence of Medical vvidence; and in
order to illustrate our assertion, we will cnly cail tie 1eaders
aitention to a few particular points, by whijch the veracity of the
accuser’s account may in some measure be questioned,

Iz is needless to advert to the gross contradictions which ap-
peared in heér testimony, tor tothe positive asscition of several
credential wilnesses, that the prisoner was employed at ywork
with them, at the time that the actis alledged to have taken
place. The degree of copfidence which may be placed in the
coutradictory statementis on both sides, is also a matter which it
is compreient for every man to determine.  We will not even call
iu guestion the fact of the violation having been committed by
some pesson, whether by the prisoner himself or by another; the
state of the pasts as reported by the women who exanined the ac-
cuser, appears to place i} beyond doubt,

Bat us we see sufficicut reasons to convince ourself cf this fact,
wre zlso find two particular heads in the young girl’s deposition,
wkich confirm our opinion that the act was toa cetlaws degree
voluntary ou her pact, and theseby the prisones’z otfeace is very
materialiy altered.

The first 1s the resistance which was opposed oo the part of
the plamtitf, and which by compariug her physical powers with
thecgzeand bodily size ofthe prisoner, would not leave 3 great
Laulause i his favour. It is evea alledged by the most respec.
table writers on this subject, that it is physically impossible for
the most powerful maan to ravish a waman without her consent,
vuless she has first been thrown into a state of stupsr by the ac-
tion of some very active narcotic. This bears strongly i favour
of the prisoner, particularly when the comparative strength of
both is taken mnto 2ccount,

The nextis the assertion on the part of the accuser, of her ba-
wing remained ina state of insensibiiity, during the whole time,
awhich she s2id was three quartér of an hour, [t wasnever men.
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fioned nov even suspected that recourse had been had to any agent
capable of inducing a state of stupor, which in that case would
have lasted much longer. On the other hand, our knowledge as
a Medical man, compels us to deny 1he possibility of its taking
piace under thecircumstauce of an attempt being made to deprive
a woman of Ler chastity, whether it be considered as the effect
of an overexertioa or of #n amourons extasis. The state of insen-
sibility approaching syncope whicl is apt to follow these kiuds of
prostration, are never more than z few minutes in duration, and
very seldom sueh as to occasion 2 total loss of the powers of the
uiind or of the body, as conteaded for in this case.

The Jury thersiore have certainly followed the dictates of ¢heir
couscience, Ly returning « veedict of guilty agaiust this unferta.
nate youth: Lut wealso feel no hesitation m saying that, hiad
preper Medical evidence been called, in order to pont out the
uumerous discrepancies which appeared in the evidence of the
witnesses on both sides, they might have takea a vers different
view of the vase, il thereby disclrarged their noble functions
with all the knowiedged which it wus incombent on them to
POssSess.

A respectable nuniber of citizens are now praving for 2 comma-
tation of punishment, and we stacerely wish their prayer may be
accomplistied,

R S

‘Triar Tox MurpeRr.—A case of this kind was also tried at
the last Criminal Ceurt, and as it iavolved 2 question not oiten
to he met with, we will zive it some attention.

it appeared in evidence that the prisoner inflicteda wonnd with
2 kuife in the thigh of the deccased, by which the femoral artery
was divided a little below the erwral arch, aud which proved
mortat. Both were in a state of mtoxication, 1t was contendel
by the Counsel for the prisoacr, that, 2sthere was uo ground for
suspecting that any Xind of provocation had taken plice on the
part of the decease, 1o detesmiae Hhe prisoner {0 attempt at the lifc
of one whohad aiways bren his wtimate friend, the woumtd could
not have been wtheted with the mtenvion of killing, by the fact
of his having only struck him o the tngh, and accidentally woun-
ded the artery; whilstit cauld not be supposed that 2 mag, with«
out a sufficient knowledge of Auatomy, could at all suspect that
a wound in the tingh nught occasion death.  Medical evidence
was had recourse to, in order 2o prove this assertion.  Dr, Gras-
set, Surgeon to His Majesty's Forces, wis called on the part of
Crown, aud Dr. X, ‘Tessier. the Edistor of this Jourual, on the
part of the prisoner, who both agrecd in statiug that a wonad in
the thigh was only mortal, when it involved the arsery ; it conld
not tiserefore be expected that 2 man, uot cenversaut with the
auateny of the parts, would think of occasioning death by 2 wound
at that place. The Jury accordiogly brought in a verdict of
Mauslaughter,
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Rhumatisme Aiguéyeesneeeans de !a Rotule,eeeenn 1
Chromgque, ... ... du Bras compesce,.. 1
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Catirrhe covqenesnecneannanas SiBlessures,, ceeeraereccoces 2
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Dyseutérie covnnnniiieennans
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HEsterit, caeeirer conennacceone
Anéuorrhée, ...
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Bistale aut Pirmeteieeeeenn... 6
Ouventure fistuleuse de ia
vessie aprés l'zccouuhemem}

Siricture de PUrélse,ennn....

Jetére, ane ceereecormoccene-
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Hydro-thoraX, coveveiaceneess 3 JOS. MORRIN, Médecin.
Hydrovéle.eoseeeronecacaaaas 11 JOs, PARANYT, Chlisurgien,

Lesdeux cas de Fracture du Crine sont niort aussitdl aprés
leur admissiou. —

NOTICE TO OUR CORRESPONDENTS,

& We begleave to infori our Correspoudents, and all those
who take a part in the welfuace of the Medical Professien in this
conntry, thit weiutend devoting our wext number cliefly to mat.
ters of local interest. This will embrace all considerations and
reficctions tendiug toimprove the state of our Charntable and Me-
dical lustitutions, the pecessity of ameliorating the gencral con-
dition of the Proicssica itself, and all matters which may contri,
bute towardsany kind of improvement in Medreal Police, in order
to assist the Legislature at the next Sesston, in providing forthem
in 2 more effectual manuer than heretofore.

We therefore invite all persons and particularly tire member of
the Medical Profession, to communicate to the public their seati.
ments on auy of the above subjects throuuh the medmm of this pu-
blication, whatever may be their opivions and principles; provi-
ded they be cousonant witk the spuit of sur constitution. The
Editor expects the writers uot desirous of being known to the pu-
bic, will favour hun with their name and address,

Panaris, .., ceeen.
NECFOSP, . vouer aorrnsen oo ene
P2ralysie,cennsse coras srecnsmereons O
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