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'CHRISTIAN INSTRUCTOR.

FEBRUARY,1859.

“THAT THE SOUL BE WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE, IT IS NOT GOOD.”-Prov, xix.

THE LATE REV. JOHN KEIR, D. D, S. T. P.
Continued.
V. FroM mIs APPOINTMENT TO NovA ScorrA TILL HIS ORDINATION.

Having thus been duly accepted as a Missionary, he immediately
prepared to set out for his destination. Three weeks previous to his
departure, he was married to Mary, only daughter of James and
Amelia Burnet, persons distinguished for their carly and deep piety,
and respectable members of Dr. Thomson’s congregation in Glasgow,
in connexion with the Relief Synod. This union of Secession and
Relief was as bappy in a domestic point of view, as has the larger
union of the same name been in an Eecclesiastical. For the long
period of fifty years they have travelled the journey of life together,
unitedly bearing its burdens and sharing its joys—“as heirs together
of the grace of life.” “Lovely and pleasant were they in their fives,”
and in their deaths they cannot be long divided. It may be hero
mentioned that during his student life, he cnjoyed considerable friend-
ly intercourse-with ministers and students of tho Relief Synod, and
acquired a high csteem for that body. IIe rcjoiced therefore greatly
&t the steps taken for union between it and the Secession, and when
the union did take place, his remark was, that it should have taken
place long before. "We. may also mention that by his marriage he
beecame in right of his wife a Burgess of the city of Glasgow, though
had he found it necessary to trade within the bounds of the city, his
principles as an Antibugher would have prevented him taking the
oath then required of such.*

% It may bo necessary to explain, that the Burgesses of certain cities in Britain, have
afono the right to do business within certain limits. « The freedom of the city” somctimes
presented to men of cminence is the conveyance to them of this privilege. -Ridieulous as
the idea may scem of giving to such warriors as Liord Clyde or such statesmen as Loxd
Jobn Russel, tho right of dealing in tea or tobacco in the salt market of Glasgow, yet it is
considered 2 compliment, which is received with all duo respect. An oath which was re-
quired of Burgesses in cortain cities of Scotland, produced the division of the Secession
into Burghors and Antiburgtors, tho latter denying the lawfulness of the oath.
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On the last Sabbath previous to his departure, he’ proe!aimegl the
gospel of salvation in Greenock, and on the one previous, in Paisley,
where a liberal contribution was handed to him to (!eﬁ'ay‘ the expens-
¢s of his mission. In September he set sail from his native land for
Pictou, where he safely arrived, and whero he was received with
great joy by the brothren. The Presbytery were at that time anxiops
about Prince Edward Island, particularly in consequence of the dis-
appointments the people there had expericnced. About eighteen
years had elapsed since Dr. McGregox: had first preacped the gosl.&gl
in Princetown, and with the exception of a short time, that Mr.
Urqubart had laboured among them, they had received only ocea-
sional supply of sermon, and had suffered tho miseries of hope defer-
red. 1n the year 1799 the Synod in Scotland had appointed the Rov
Francis Pringle to that place, but coming out by way of New Yorl,
the Presbytery there detained him. In the year 1803 Dr. McCulloch
was appointed to P. B. Island, but he arrived too late in the fall to
got o passage over, and remained in Pictou all winter. A party from
the former place arrived in Pictou to take him over, on the very day
of his induction at the latter. Mr. Gordon had been sent to the Is-
land two years previously, but his heaith was now failing, and it was
already seen that he was not to be spared long tolabor in the Lord’s
vineyard on earth. Under theso circumstances the Presbytery con-
sidered the circumstances of the Island so pressing, that, notwith-
standing the application from Halifax, thoy sent him to the former
place for the winter. This decision accerded with his own views,
and the appointment as bringing him into close association with his
old friend, %Ir. Gordon, was particularly agrecable to his feelings.—
Ho and Mrs. Keir accordingly removed to P. E. 1sland that fali,
where he took up his abode at Princetown, lodging for the winter in
the house of Mr. John Thomson, one of the elders, near where the
present church now stands. .

During the most of that winter he preached at Princetown and the
adjacent scttlements, but he also preached at St. Peters by exchanga
with Mr. Gordon. Thelatter came to Princetown in April following,
though in a state of great feebleness. to dispense Baptism to the peo-
ple, while Dr. Keir supplied his plac ;. On his way home Mr. Gordon
died at Covehead. Dr. Keir then, we believe, also gave some supply
to St. Reters. In spring he returned to the mainland, and during
that summer (1809) he supplied Halifax and Merigomish. In tho
mceantime calls came out both from St. Petors and Princetown, ths
call of the latter being dated 19th June 1809. The people of Halifax
and Merigomish also prepared to call him, but the Presbytery in
consequence of the state of the Island by the death of, Mr. Gordo:
wero anxious for him to go there, and in his own opinion the finger o
Providence pomted out that duty called him thither. In these cir
cumstances the calls from these places were not prosecuted. The
people of Halifax were so disappointed that they threatened to join
another body.

‘We have conversed with several persons who recollect him at this
period of his-life, and it is interesting to look back upon the impres-
sions formed of him then, and compare them with what he showed
himself afterward. As to his preaching, it was not of the style,
which might be denominated popular, but by the judicious it was
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relished for its full and clear exhibitions of divine truth. But the
most curious fact is that he was regarded, and that by persons having
had good opportunities of judging, as disposed to indolence, and by
others as rather vain. We could scarcely have imagined any thing
Toore opposite to the tenor of his whole subscquent carcer. Nothing
in his after life seemed more to distinguish him than his laborious
and self-denying diligence in duty, and the unfeignrd humility of his
character. Tho impressions formed of him might have been well
founded at that time, but if they were, his subsequent life reflects all
the more honor upon that divine grace, by which he was enabled so
gntirely to overcome the tendencics of hisnatural temperament.

The Presbytery, with whom at that time rested the decision in
cases of competing calls, baving, in accordance with his own inclin-
ation, decided in favor of Princetown, he proceeded thither that sea-
son,. and there finally took up his abode. But in consequence of
what he considered the disorganized state of the congregation, and
in order that he might have time to become better acquainted with
the people, before dispensing church privileges to them, he requested
the Presbytery that his ordination might be deferred till the follow-
ing socason, and that he might be allowed in the meantime to preach
to the people as a licentiate. This was agreed to and his ordination
accordingly did not take place till June 1810.

Accordingly at that time, the Presbytery proceeded to Princetown
for hisordination. The members present were, Dr.McGregor, the Rev.
Duncan Ross, Dr. MeCulloch and the late Mr. Mitchell of River John.
They arrived by way of Bedeque late in the week. Dr. McGregor

reached on Saturday from Phil. 8. 8,—“1 count all things but loss

or the excellency of Christ Jesus my Lord.” DBut the ordination
did not take place till the following day, (Sabbath.) An ordination
was then an event entirely new in that part of the Island, and excit-
ed great interest. There were many doubtless who rejoiced in the
event, as realizing their long disappointed expectations, of having
the ordinances of religion regularly dispensed among them. But
the novelty of the event excited the curiosity of many others. So
that the whole population not only of Prircetown, but of New Lon.
don, Bedeque and the west side of Richmond Bay, able to attend,
assembled on the occasion. The audience for those days, when
population was sparse, was considered immense. The old church
would not hold half of the congregation. A platform was according-
Iy erccted outside the church but elose by it on which the ordination
took place. Part of the audience remained scated in the church
within sight and hearing, while the rest were ¢isembled outside—
Dr. MeCuﬁoch preached from Acts 17. 3—10, “He hath appointed a
day in which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man
whom he hath ordained,” narrated the steps, put the questions of the
formula and offered up the ordination prayer. Mr. Ross gave the
charge to the people, and we believe, also to the minister, and M.
Mitchell concluded the services by a sermon from Acts 18. 26, “Unto
you is the word of this salvation sent.” But considerable disappoint-
ment was felt by the people, that they were not hearing the voice of
Dr. McGregor, whom they regarded as the father of the congregation,
and t0 whom many of them individually looked as their spiritual
father. As one brother after another occupicd the stand, there were
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whisperings, “will it be him next,” and as the services weroe conclud-
ing without his taking any part, their disappointment almost amount-
ed to vexation, but a completo revulsion took place, when after the
benediction it was announced that in ten minutes Dr. MeGregor would
sreach in Gaelic.  The people of Princetown were originally from
antyre, in Argyleshire, and the old people mostly spoke Gae]i'c, 80
that they cagerly crowded around him to hear the gospel in' their na-
tive tongue, and such was their interest in it increased by the revul-
sion of feeling aftecting from their former disappointment, th{zt hehad
been speaking but a few minutes when the whole congregation were
bathed in tears. Altogether the day was oné of deep and hallowed
interest, and yet has a place in the fondest recollections of the fow
now surviving of thosc present, while the young have heard of it
traditionally from their pavents as a day long to be remembered.
But “when the sons of God came to present themselves before the
Lord, Satan also came with them;” and so it scemed to‘be on the
present occasion. There was a man resent, w_vho was an infidel and
a bold blasphemer. e had considerable skill in sketching, and drow
a caricature of the whole proceedings. Ie pictured Dr. MeGregor
in one of his postures of greatest earnestness, and words coming out
of his mouth, which were a profane caricature of his text, whilo some
of tho leading persons of the congregation were reprosented with
mouths open, or in other ridiculous postures. As a caricaturo it was
clever, and was afierward freely circulated. The author was at that
time a man of influence—had a fine establishment of Mills—and for
a time made considerable money, but he came to poverty, and died

in Charlottetown in great wretchedness.
VI. PasToraAL LABORS.

To understand the nature of the worl upon which Dr. Keir now
entered, we must {ake a view of the extent of the congregation, the
physical state of the country and the religious condition of the people
at thetime. Not only did his congregation include Princetown, but
it embraced in addition, New London, the few families then residing
at Cavendish, Bedeque, and the west side.of Richmond Bay, including
Lots sixteen and fourteen, what now cmbraces five congregations,
and what will soon be six. «I find” said the Dr. “at his jubilee, tl)at
the call was subscribed by sixty-four persons, embracing nearly ‘all
the heads of families in Princetown Royalty, New London, Bedegque,
and the west side of Richmond Bay. ~Of these sixty-four persons
whose names are to the call, only fourteen remain alive unto this
day.” Yet for ten yoars Dr. Keir diligently and faithfully discharg-
ed all' the duties of the pastoral office over this widely scattered ﬁel(gl.
1l preached at Princetown onc half of this time, while the other
half" was divided among the other settlements mentioned. But his
labors were not confined to preaching the gospel. He regularly visit-
cd all the families of this seattered charge and regularly held diets of
examination in every section.

To appreciate fully the toil which this involved, wo must remem-
ber the position of the congregation and the physical state of the
country. A large bay six miles across, separated between the prin-
cipal sections, requiring cither to be crossed in boats, or rendering
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necessary a circuit of twenty, or to some parts thirty miles, while
smaller crecks and rivers divided other sections, and rendered inter-
courso between them difficult and fatiguing. Besides, thore were
scarcely any roads worthy of the name. ~The most of the travelling
was along the shore, and much of it had to be performed on foot.—
“There was no broad road,” says the Rev. R. S. Patterson, “upon
which you could comfortably drive in your neat eaxriago. Thebest
mode of travelling, open to your choice, wasriding on horsebaclk; and

erhaps the roads might be such as not to admit of this, and the
Journcy must be performed on foot. The wintry storm and the cold
northern blast must often be encountered, without the defences which
our Buffalo and seal fur coverings now afford us. And although the
wearied guest received a cordial welcome, yet his accommodations
were anything but comfortable. A hard couch, scantily covered, but
ill defending him from the cold, was often his lot. But neither diffi-
culty, nor even danger, to which he was sometimes exposed, could
deter him from the faithful performance of the duties of his pastor—
ate. You might depend upon finding him at his post at the appoint-
ed time. For punctuality, that quality so necessary in every one,
but more particularly in public characters, he was remarkable.”—
‘When we consider the local extent of his congregation; the difficulty
of travelling between the different sections of it, and the backward
state of the country at the time, we believe that no minister in our
church, since the days of Dr. McGregor, has endured more of physi-
cal toil in the preaching of the gospel than Dr. Keir.  In fact, what
Dr. McGregor was in Picton and adjacent districts, Dr. Keir was in
the Island, particularly in the western pavt of it. Indeed these two
men closely resembled one another. They had a similar work to
perform, and they performed it in the same spirit of faith and zeal.

We may add that the cirenmstances inx which Dr. Keir was placed
called for the same self-denial. Like most, it not all the early
ministers of our church, ho had to suffer from an inadequate stipend
imperfectly and irregularly paid. Even now ministers and minis-
ters’ families are often under the necessity of excrcising consider-
able ingenuity to prevent embarrassment in their worldly circum-
stances But we need not say that this was much more the case
with the fathers of the church. ~ Their houscholds often exhibited ex-
amples of privations, patiently endured, of which the world knew no-
thing. With an increasing family, Dr. Keir had his full share of
these. But none ever heard him complain.  He patiently endured
for the sake of his flock, secking not theirs but them. And we deem it
worthy of special mention, that he never relaxed in the discharge of
any of his ministerial duties, in consequence of the inadequacy of
support. It has too often been the case that ministers have made
the inadequacy of theil support an excuse for neglecting some of the
duties of their office—cither giving up viciting and catechising alto-
gether, or giving little attention to the work of preparation for the pul-
pit. They have turned to other employments, making the work of the
ministry a sccondavy matter, and the result has been to increaso
the ovil complained of—to render the support still more inade-
quate; and often to leave a congregation to spiritual barrenness,
and perhaps to send leanness to the minister’s own soul. To the temp-
tation to relax his diligence in the work to which he had devoted
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bimself, by turning aside to other employments, we are happy tb
say, that Dyl Keir xgxevor gave way. H% d};:ln indeed, as most of theo
fathers of the church felt it necessary to do, cultivato a small pieco
of land o aid in the support of his family, but he did not give his
attention fo the business of farming, in such a way as to divert his
attention from the work of the ministry. This he felt to be his great
business, to this he had devoted himself—the vows of God were upon
him—and “with his might” he attended to each of its duties. "Ho
“gavo attondance to reading” as he had opportunity, he wrote out
his sermons carefully, and even when most pressed in his worldly
circumstances, he regularly visited and catechised his whole congre-

ation, even when its limits were most extensive. And he found in
Eis experience that the name of him whom he served was Jekovah
dJireh, “The Lord will provide.” Faithfully attending to his minis-
terial worlc he found the fulfilment of the divine promise, “Thy bread
shall be given thee, thy water shall be sure.” He and his family
were always provided for. If he ever was in debt, it was but to a
limited extent, and never for such a length of time, as to cause any
serious cmbarrassment.

Such indefatigable labor and such disinterested self-denial, accom-
panied, as from his character we know. it must have been, with earn-
est prayer for the divine blessing, was attended with success.. W
may remark that the trials through which he was called to pass in the
early years of his ministry, had a beneficial effect upon his own mind.
Those who are old enough to remember him when he first came to
this country and could compare him with what he was a few years
after, tell that they could not but remark a deepened humility, a grow-
ing meckness, and a ripened spirituality, showing that his path like
that of the just was shining moro and more unto the perfect day, and
that «all things work together for good to them that love God.”—
And the fruit appeared in his congregation. When he settled among
them there were doubtless a number of pious people in all the sec-
tions of it, but from their circumstances for many years previously,
there must have been general ignorance in religion and indifference
to spiritual things. The peopTe of Princetown had settled there,
some of them as early as the year 1771, and until Dr. McGregor
visited them in 1791, they had scarcely ever heard a sermon. When
‘he firsi preached among them, there were persons nineteen years of
age present, who had never heard a sermon. From that date till the
time of Dr. Keir’s settlement, a period of nearly twenty years, with
the exception of the time of Mr.PUrquhart’s residence among them,
all the supply of preaching they had was from visits of Dr. McGre-
gor and other ministers, scarcely exceeding three or four Sabbathsin
the year. TUnder these circumstances we need not be surprised thag
much ignorance and spiritual deadness prevailed. The adjacent set-
tlements were not in a more favorable condition. The Rev. Mr.
Urquhart had indeed been about two years laboring among them,
and had established church order. But “he left them in a somewha
divided state, and their knowledge of Church order may be judged
of by an incident, which took place shortly before Dr. Keir's sottle-
ment, which we havo heard related by those who witnessed it, of
whom some are still living. A member of the church had been gnil-
ty of something of which the elders felt it their duty to take cogni~
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rance. After due deliberation they resolved, that he should be “put
aut of the church.” Accordingly on the first Sabbath after, on
which thore was preaching, on his entering the church, one of the
Elders sprang from his seat, and beckoned to a brother Elder to
come to’l)xis assistance, when both groceeded to the spot where the
unfortunate sinner was, and siezing him by the coller, they drugged
him to the door, and then hurled him as far from the sacred pre-
ginets of the building as their united strength enabled them to do.—
We are afraid that such rigid discipline was ineffectual in subduing
the refractory spirit of the offender, for while the Kiders stood
guarding the sacred portals, he went away muttering, that they
might turn him out of the church on earth, but they could no’ turn
him ont of the church in heaven.

‘We mention these things to show the state of matters at Prince-
town, when Dr. Keir settled there, t*2t his success may be apprecia-
ted- He did not come to a well trained congregation, he had to
arganiso and train it. He did not come to a people well versed in
veligious knowledge and regular in their religions habits. Thero
were indeed, as we have said, a number of pious persons among
them, but the majority he had to train both in religious knowledge
and christian duties. But the success of his labors soon appeared.
The people generally grew in religious knowledge—tho careless and
indifferent were aroused—and souls were added to the Lord. The
affect of his labors will appear in the progress of his congregation,
te which we shall presently advert. gut in reference to individuals
wo may say, that many trace their first serious impressions to his
ministrations, and many still living, and many now in glory, could
point to him as their spiritual parent. The number of such the
great day will disclose, but we have evidence sufficient to satisfy
every candid mind, that he will be among the number of those, who
“turn many to righteousness, who shall shine as the stars for ever
and ever.”

Could the history of such individual cases, of men brought to the
knowledge of th- trath through his instrumentality,be recorded, wo
believe that there would be abundance of material for an interest-
ing narrative. We will state one incident of the kind, which he
mentioned to us the last time we were in his company. When he
was finishing the inside of his house, he could searcely get a carpen-
ter any where to do the work. There was one on the Island, an
Englishman, a good workman, but very much given to liquor. Be-
sides, it being the time of the last American war, he had just enlist-
éd in a eompany, that had been raised by a Captain McDonald from
Canada, to serve inthat Province against the Americans. They
were however unable to get off the island that fall, and they wero
therefore detained in Charlottetown all winter. There was however
no way of obtaining the services of this man, but by having him ar-
rested for debt. Dr.%Keir accordingly, induced an individual who had
& elaim against him, to take out a writ and have him lodged in jail.
YThe Captain was dreadfully enraged, but his wrath was disregard-
ed. Dr. Keir became security for the man and took him out of jail,
on condition of his doing the work required in the Dr's house.—
The man accordingly came to Princetown, and worked for Dr. Keir
most of the winter, lodging in his house. The Dr. embraced the

.
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: ‘
opportunity of dealing faithfully, yet kindly and affectionately with
him about the life he was leading, and his spiritual interests, and
persevered in his exhortations as long as the man was with him.—
"The result was an outward reformation. The individual abandoned
drinking, and its concomitant vices, and became at least, moro
thoughtful. There did not at first appear evidence of any more de-
cided chango of heart. But the sced sown, afterward bore fruit un-
der very interesting circumstances. In the following spring, he
went with his company to Canada, where he served during the
remainder of the war. On ono oceasion, when under fire, another
man belonging to the Island, asked him to change places with him.
He agreed, but they had scarcely dome so, till the other man was
shot dead.” This event made such a deep impression upon his mind,
that in connection with Dr. Keir's exhortations, it led to a thorough
change. He returned to P. E. Island at the peace, and has since le“d
a consistent life. For a number of years, he has been a respectéd
Elder in one of our congrogations therc. ~We trust that should this
meet his oye, ho will forgive our reference to his case.
To be continued.

HENRY ALLINE.

The-subject of the following sketch attracted, in his day, more
than an ordinary share of attention. This was not owing however,
either to superior talent, or deep and enlightened piety. Itisrather
to be attributed to the strange and dangerous views which he held,
and the remarkable zeal which he displayed, in spreading startling
doctrines. In an age when comparatively few ventured before the
publie in the character of authors, he made himself famous, by the
number of his publications; and still more, by the strange, extrava~
gant, absurd, and it may be added, blasphemous sentiments which
his writings contained. His writings, however, would probably,
have produced little effect, but for the extraordinary assiduity with
which he laboured to bring them into notice, by his preaching—
‘Weak minds would soon have been lost in the mazes of absurdity
and contradiction which they created—while tho more intelligent
would soon throw aside, in disgust, as undeserving of their attention.
Being however possessed of a zeal which never flagged, and withal,
distinguished by a boldness and fervour of spirit which seemed to
betoken that he believed what he taught, he was not long in gaining
over to his side a multitude of followers. *

Perhaps the worst feature in the character and conduet of Ifenry
Allino was the insatiable desire of breaking in wpon settled congre-
gations; and by fair words respecting his motives, as one who sought
the spivitual wolfare of his fellowmen, and very hard speeches
against the ministers of settled congregations, leading the people to
forsake their spiritual guides. No clergyman of any denomination,
who opposed him in any way, scems to have escaped hisfiery tongus.
The seeds of division which he sowed seventy or cighty years ago,
are still bearing their natural and bitter finit. Schisms and separa-
tions, which then took place in christian shurches, have not passed
away with tho people of that generation. Among thousands in the
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‘Western part of Nova Scotia, the name of Henry Alline is still sa-
¢red. The type of religion which he approved is still held in high
estimation, by a large number—and he is, by these people, looked
upon as a great religious reformer.’ :

Those, however, who study .his character in the light of seripture,
and judge of the fruit of his labours by the tests of scripture, are al-
together of a different opinion. Judging even by the record which
he gives of his own conversion, and his conduct atterwards, there aroe
various things which might create doubts respecting his christianity.
That he considered himse!f a christian, there can be no doubt; but
if his own narrative may be depended upon as a record of all the
circumstances connected with his conversion, a person might feel
pretty safo in declaring that it differs very much from the usual
mode of divine operation in producing this great change. Another
fact which casts a shade of doubt on the matter, is furnished by the
general histoxy of his labours. Almost immediately -after his con-
version, he;commenced preaching; and receiving his own account of
his labours as correct, it must be acknowledged tbat no man, since
the days of the Apostles, could be considered so successful as heo
claims to have been in the conversion of others. But after al),
Judging him by his published sentiments on the most important doe-
ixines ot the Bible, it is evident that he preached a very different
Gospel from that which the Apostles preached; and his standard of
judging christians was not the same that Christ and the Apostles
adopted.

The people who are best entitled to be considered the disciples ond
followers of Henry Alline are now distinguished as “Free Will Bap-
tists”—or as some of them call themselves, “ Free Christians.”” This
distinction however, so far as I. can discover, is not founded upon any
difference of religious sentiment between the twopartics. And still,
it is not understood to be a distinction without a difference. In fact
it seems to have originated in that kind of difference which may, in
any case, result from the exorcise of ungoverned temper. At all
¢vents, I have never yet been able to find out any distinction be-
tween “Free Will” and “Free Christians™ beyond a mere dispute or
quarrel which does not seem fo have been about any point of doe-
trine or church polity. At the same time, to prevent missapprehen-
sion, it should be stated that the denominations above referred to aro
not understood to hold all the sentiments of Henry Alline.

Neither must it be supposed that they hold sentiments similar to
that branch of the Presbyterian Church whiéh has taken to itself the
%spel]ation of “Trec.” Although it ¢s a fict that some of the Free

Vill or Free Christian people, in the Western part of the Provineo,
st the time of taking the last census, had themiselves entered on the
column headed “Free-Church.”” Between the-people in the Eastern
part of the Province who-bear the title, and-the followers-of Henry
Alline, there is a wide difference, in almost every thing pertaining
to a Christian church. : C _

The next nearest relations of Henry Alline are the ‘Calvinist Bag
tists. There are some people in Liverpool, N. 8., who, I'beliove, call
themselves congregationalists, whose religiouc sentiments are:about
the same as those of Free Will Baptists, with the exception of the
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mode of Baptism, but I rank these under the samo head as Froo Will
Baptists. .

i lo in the western part of the Provinco who now

Many of the peo C 1
favor the Baptist church, are descended from those who, in the timg

of temptation, fell away, chiefly, from Congregationalist and Presby-
terian churches. There is no reason, however, to suppose that they
were drawn by his doctrines. With these many of them could havs
little sympathy—for he denied many of the things which had been
most surely believed of them. But, in their estimation, he made up
for all his doctrinal ervors, by his extraordinary zeal in propagating
his sentiments, and his being supposed to possess, in a large measure,
the power of religion. But the great secret of Henry Alline’s success
is at onee explained, by considering ihe means which he adopted t
promoto what he would call vit:l Godliness.

Religion with him, w23 a matter of feeling. Probably in the whols
of his writings there could not be found even one expression in which
the scriptural idea of religion is enforced, i. e, Faith, which works
by love, and purifies the heart, and overcomes the world. In the
Bible, obedience is made the test of religion. Among those referred
to above, feeling is of more value than faith and obedience. Equally
far from the scriptural method wore the mecans recommended and
practised for affecting the canversion of sinners. God’s plan is—“the
manifestation of truth”—depending upon the Spirit of God to give
effect to his own word. The Allinites, on the contrary, depended
more upon such means as aroused the feclings of the people. Instead
of preaching the gospel, their ministers asked the people to tell their
experience. So that their meetings, instead of being sacred places
where they might hear the voice of the Liord God, were often scencs
of terrible confusion. Thus they kindled the fire, in the light and
warmth of which they delighted to walk—and woe to the man whp
ventured to hint that the religion which God loves more than this i
obedience to the divine will. It was from the circumstance just stated,
that Alline and his followers received the name of Antinomians. They
were not Antinomians, in the sense in which the term is generally useg
in ecclesiastical Bistory. And he less deserved the name than some of
those who were his disciples, but afterward connected themselves with
the Calvinist Baptists. And yet, if we take that word to denote any
gystem which in its tendency undermines the law of God and makes 1#
& dead letter, then assuredly, the title is fully warranted.

. Doctrinally, Henry Alline was more Armenion, than either Calvin
igt or Antinomian. But he was neither the one nor the other. With
res};;ect to church order, ho might be called s “léveller.” He secmed
to have ])een in his element, when sowing the seeds of discord and Bep-
aration in settled congregations. He esteemed but Jightly the outward
ordinances of tlge Clgriszian Church. He was neither an Anabaptiss
nor o Pedobaptist. In forming his societies, he was willing to acceps
eltl{er,-—and rather seemed to think that the Quaker dectrine on this
subject was preferable. His own wordsare I firmly believe that thers
15 no baptidm that is of any benefit to an immortsl soul, but the bap-
tism that John tells us hig Lord and Master should baptize with, viz
the Holy Ghost and firo. And «s for the use of water, my advico j
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this—If any true christiens are conscience bound to be sprinkled—they
and their children, by no means forbid them. And if others are con-
&cience bound to omit the baptizing of their infants, but choose to go all
under water themselves, why should they not.”

However, though he seemed to have been so indifferent with respect
to the ordinance of Baptism, it is not so with his followers. Nor was
it s0, in his day, with all of his admirers, For it appears that the Cal-
vinist Baptists refused to allow him to commune with them,—probably
hecause he had never been immersed.

With respect to his doctrinal sentiments, any person will be in doubt,
aven after reading his works. A perusalof his writings leaves the im-
pression that he gathered something from every book that he ever read;
and that he read the works of Athiests and lgeists, rather more than
his bible. In fact, there are foy unprejudiced persons who would not,
affer reading his writings, conclude that he desired to undermine the
authority of Scriptures, just as much s many of those who have at-
tempted to write down christianity. Some of his ideas respecting “mat-
ter” and the creation of the world, are similar to those of one class of
Atheists. The only objection that the Atheist would make is, that they
savour too much of Pantheism.

Lest my judgement may be deemed too severe, it will be necessar

* to quote o httle from his writings. His book called “The Two Mites,”
contains the following strange and perhaps unintelligable statement.—
“When we read of man and this world being made, we must no more
imagine (as the common opinion of the world is) made out of nothing,
than to imagine that nothing made something, or that there was once
gome empty void, when God did not fill immensity. Neither must we
any more understand, when we hear of earth, trees, water &e., of fal-
len earth, or corporeal hardness, before the fall, than we would imagine
the same corporeal hardness after the final decision or in Heaven” !1—
The author of the above seems to hold quite a different opinion from the
Apostle who teaches us in Heb, 11. 3. that *‘the things which are seen
were not made of things which do appear.”

A few lines farther on, speaking of mar, he says ““when man stood
forth i the image of God'he was possessed of an immortal mind, clothe
with a spiritual body, and in possession of o spiritual Paradise; his im-
mortal mind or power of thought was originally in God, called his
breath: but now, bresthed forth into s cresturely state; and all his
wpiritusl clothing wasoriginally in God's eternal outbirth, now brought -
forth likewise into a creaturely standing; and thus we see an offspring
of tho Divine Being, whose welfare now, both inward and outward crea-
ture, wholly depends on its retaining o union to its Father; and that
union confirmed or broken by the will of the inward creature ; so that,
of course, when the will turned and broke off from its Father, it car-
ried off all that clothing, outhirth or outward creature which stood forth
related to itin a creaturely standing; and being thus fallen off from
eternal and universal nsture, it becomes a curse and hell to and in itself,
because it was now neither self-cxistent nor united to self-existence.”
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Explaining the way by which the world has becomo ‘mugqria], ho says
‘“.[‘hepintbrp:'sition ofy G?)rd in flesh is the meansby which it now stands
forth & material world, witl corporeal hardness,” and” ““when the incar-
nation of God has done its offico among the fullen racg, ‘the’ mtelfﬂ‘g:
sition-ceasing, all corporeal hardness or material ¢lements must lik

wise cease,” &e.
To be concluded.

THE RURAL DIET OF EBXAMINATION.

A DESCRIPTIVE SKETCH.
BY JAMES HOWIE, M. D,
United Secession Preacher.

Tar present age is one which abounds moro perhaps than all that have gone
before it in new and successful irventions, Nor is this spirit of ont.m:f‘mso con-
fined to any particular depsvtnent. No; it rofiues the arts of civilized life,
ddvances literature, hastens the mnrch of science, and operates within the hal-
lowed procincts of religion. Who, for omm{ﬂo, can onleulato the impotus
which has heen given to missionary #cal, and the confirmation which holy res-
olutions have received at the religious societies of recent years?  Or who can
tell the number of jewels which God has dug up by means of that socmingly
contemptible modern instrument, religious tract distribution? So far these ap-
plinnces are excellent, but they must be used with caution. Novelty is o great
charm in life, and excites probubly too much influence in rehgmus matters; §o
much so, indeed, that it has beew said with more levity than 1s becoming, that
there arc fashions in religion as well ag in dress. There are certainly. s010
who inconsiderably disparage a method of procedure merely because it is_old-
fashioned, and prefer a different one, perhaps no bottor, meroly because it is
new. Thero are various excellent things in which we apprehend this remark
finds some confirmation ; and amony these we would rank tho very old-fashion-
ed custor. of ministerinl examination. Now-a-days, and especially in towns
and among those who aim at suporior manners and station,. this practice is nok
in any repute. Some are now so wise that their stores of knowledgo cannol
be increased by such very simple illvstrations as are given as dicts of examing-
tion ; or to speak in plainer terms, perhaps some are so ignorant or so captiva-
ted with now books of instructions that they cannot answer correctly the ques-
tion put in the form which is expected ; others again are so pufied up with
pride that they cannot submit to be questioned like children ; whilo a third
class are so very modest, {bat they cannot wustgr the courage nocessary for
acting their part upon such an occasion. And all these vavious classes agreo
in vindieating their emnity to this ancient method of instruction by a refor-
euce to the many sources. of information newly opened up, and to which there
is the readiest accuss in these times. Now, wo do not see wisdom in this,—ws
would rather say Doth ar¢ best, and while using the one by no means disparage
and discountennnce the other. But without attempting to argue, and knowin
that dislike not unfrequently originates in misapprehension, wo *wonld ask o
these a favor, namely, that they would attentively consider the following ao-
count, and then say whether there bo really any thing in the system of min-
esterial cxamination whizh merits their aversion or ought to bio treated oven
withindifference. Those who think with us upon the matter may find early re-
collections pleasingly recalled, and then be induced to pay henceforth even a
stricter regard to this primitive modo of instrudtion. The scones which whb
shall describo may be met-with in all tho rural districts of Scotland, especiall
where the system of small farms still prevails. The picturo has an original,
aad wo beliove fairly ropresents what usually oceurs.

‘On Sabbath the ruinister intimates that-a dict of cxamination will be held on
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Tuesday at the house of tho elder to whose ovorsight tho district in viow has
been committed, ‘Those who have been at church communicate the intelligonco
to every family within the district. T'ho first who returns homo probably says,
*T havo nows from tho church tonight, get your questions in order, for the
minister comes to examino us en Tuesday.” ™ Thiy intelligenco strikes surprise
and panic into the hioarts of the youths at home, g it did those in the church,
Thero iy instantly a search mado for catechismg, and not unfrequently arises
some disputing as to their prosont appropristion. Ilowever much thoy may be
laid aside at ofher times, the most fusty and tattered leaves are, on this oceasion
uof service. ‘Chose who would aveid the charge of uniforly neglecting the
questions, are in such circumstancos found with anxious countenances stealing
n glanco at thom in retivement ; and those who regard not the charge, or who,
may not be so much the subjects of it, aro found openly and busily a work
in evory corner of the house bawling aloud, somo in the gladdening hope of
sticeess and hoaour, othews in the disquieting fear of fuilure and dlsgrace.
Tlaving plied the work woll for a time, the important hour arrives when tho
stato of affuirs in reference to the questions is to he ascertnined. Catechetienl
ingbruction, although the regular exorcise of overy sabbath evening in the fami-
ly, is yet anticipated to-night with more than usual anxiety, and lisiened to
with more than usual attontion, hecauso of ity use in enabling them Zo meet the
minisler Y an evens which, for the time, fills all their mind and occupies all iheir
onre, Tho hend of the fumily, at one ond of the semicirelo composed of his
obildron and domestics, at this momont o sombre nod anxious ocurve of faces,
g{wcs tho injunction to shut the books. ‘The first question is put to her who
shares tho domostic authority and sits at the other end of the semicircular curve.
The question goes promptly and plensantly round onco or twice, during whick
timo there is comparitive hopo and joy on evory countenance, but receding from
the beginning the preparation is less perfect, und then the sly glance is cast
avound for tho purpose of ascertaining the guestion to bo received, and when
tailures begin to take place and continue to hecome moro frequent,—when hal-
ting, stammoring, and ropetition succeed in their turn, and when the fathoer
and mastor’s brow bogin to frown, tho knowledgo of obtaining the sixth or
cighth commandment feeds kope and supports tho courage of tho consciously
ignorant., Good fortune sometimes saves the character, but it is reckless to trusg
toit. At tho end of the examination thoe eircle oxhibits the mingled aspect of
Jjoy and sorrow ; satisfuction heams on tho countonances of tho successful, while
they who have failed are mute with sorrow. In the concluding exhortation,
praise is given to tho former and rebuko to the latter ; while n comparison is in-
stituted to tho farther mortification of the one and the greater joy of the other,—
the child at school who hes answered well is contrasted with the more advanced
who has beon found wanting, as if dofeat was not hard enough to bear. The
mother follows up the sovere animadversions of the father, in tho becoming ten-
dorness and gentleness of tho female, with words of advico and cncouragement.
Bhe suggests that all may yet be well, if thoy would rige enrly in the morning,
and ply?m.rd tho work after tho mind is refveshed with sleop.  On their bona
sho ofters tho apology that, during the herding scason, which had been bud
Iately concluded, the questions had beon somewhat neglected, but would now be
nttended to, At theso words the wholo scenc assumes @ more cheerful aspect.
In a little timo fuilure is ‘forgotton, at least the pain of it is uafelt; frequently,
however, the lesson which it teaches is remembered, so that those who hava been
disgraced upon this oceasion, by assiduous application excel, or, at all events,
ual tho others on the next. 'Chese are the cxercises which, by the blessing
of God, spread truo morality and religion. In such instruction is laid o founde-
tion that will never be overthrown. *Train up o child in the way ho should go,
and when ho is old he will not depart fromit.” What man of piety does nob
fecl his heart warm at tho sight of tho simple rustic instilling tho noblest of all
truths into the tender minds of his children? Doubtless he shall one day or
othor receive o rich-harvest of grateful acknowledgemonts from child and do-
mestic; snd what is far preforable, he has purchased to himself a gond dogrep
in the sight of God, From being o ruler and & priost in his'own'house, he shall
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be elevated to tho rank and station of o king and priest unto God and the Fath-
er, in the house of many mansions.

The sabbath day’s intimation is ever brought to your remembrance durin§

Monday by some passing remark, or the occastonal discovery of this one an
the other stealing o glance at the questions. - At length Tuesday morning ar
rives and all is bustle, dressing for the examination. The boys are made trim
with their well-washed and well-mended clothes, the shirt is spread neatly over
the collar, and a spare handkerchief of the father’s tied around the neck. The
girls also bave got on their plain but suitable dresses, and for the comfort that
winter nceds, a mother’s shawl surrounds their shoulders. How lovely to have
all thin% common in a family,—ell working for the honor and respect of ona
another! This principle also should extend to a greater degree than it has hith.
erto done to the ﬁumxm family. Thoy are all now ready, and the injuaction s
given them by the parents not > be afraid of the minister, butto speak lond
what they have to say, and to acquit themsclves well. They set out an entire
family, except the mere infants, for the elder’s house, on a fine winter foremoon.
The sun had risen late, and was blushing gently on the fields of honr-frost,
while the blue smoke of the veasant’s houses was ascending in perpendicular
columns, on this side and on that. Not a sound was heard save the flail of the
pensant preparing provender for the cattle, and occasionly the crowing, of the
cock as he invites his feathered family to share with him the indulgence grans-
ed at the barn-door, or surveys them joyfully pecking, and gencrously allowing
the robin and the sparrow to feed among them. Justas a morning such as
this, by freshening the air, invigorates the body, so does the scene wo are a-
bout to enjoy purify the moral atmosphere by calming passion or diesipating all
selfish and grovelling affections, which are well called the unwholesome damps
and murky vapours of the soul. OQuxs, with other industrous, pious, and vis
tuous families, are now seen crossing the fields, and among them the servant
and cottar, all moving tosvards one point. Arrived at the place of meeting, the
heads of the families linger without and wait for the minister, while the females
and youths retire into the house and wait with some anxiety for what is to come.
The minister soon appears riding on a country horse with 2 boy as hie atten-
dant. It is the boy and the horse of the elder. Such attention of the elder and
other families io their spiritual instructor is not more useful than becoming,
On his approach the host salutes him first, as is meet, the others gladly following
his example, and the minister kindly returning the welcome.

The people of his charge now assemble in the kitchen. It is a large apars-
ment and very suitable for the purpose. Although the floor is of clay and the
cciling o few rafters covered with turf well jetted with smoke, and  althou
the walls are but rudely plastered, and even some of it crumbled down, yet t|
latter having taken on the well intended white-wash, the floor having been
swept cleen, and there being a blazing fire between the white-washed stones
and behind a rude and massy grate, the whole presents a pleasing and comfors -
able aspect. Here the minister and elder sit beside a well-cleaned fir table, on
which lies the big ha’ bible’ and psalm book. The aged are nearest the five,—
the youth and childzen are farther removed, and form the general part of the
circle. Here are venerable age, the youthful vigour of manhood, and the rosy
cheek of beauty,—boys and girls with faces of the wost perfect health and
symmetry,—here are thegarmeuts of comfort and the fragrance of cleanliness,
—here is the golden medium so often and deservedly praised,—hero is simplicity
of manner and honesty of heart,—here, O enuobling thought! are immortal
beings met for the high interest of becoming more %nrgely acquainted with
themselves and their God,—of contemplating the most wonderful scheme in
reference to man which was ever disclosed,—of being fed with that bread which
came down from heaven, and drinking of that water which springs up into life
everlasting,

The service is commenced with praise and prayer by the minister. Walsal
or Coleshill is the unambitious but solemn melody in which their notes of praise
erc sung. The prayer ia reverent, simple, aud particular, so as to suit the oc
casion. ~Theso exercises solemnize and elevate the soul, and fit us for entering
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\t?on any duty, whether civil or sacred, with becoming spirit and ardour of mind.
hen they aro concluded, the minister aseertains, by the assistance of the elder,
who of his people are present ; and he then commences the examination by put-
fing o _question of the Shorter Catechism to young and old indiscriminately,
After having gone round the circle, it is his method to fix upon one question as
the subject of more particulsr examination. The thirty-third is selected for
this purpose: ‘' What 18 Justification?” In the more minute discusssion of this
important subject, the topics are taken up in the order of the answer given in
the catechism. The minister, according to custom, examines the members of
the congregation first, and begins with™ those of the family. Accordingly the
elder’s wife is required to shcw that man is under condemnation and needeth
% he justified. On this point scripture is explicit: ‘ There is none righteous
no not one.” *For as many as are of the works of the lnir are under the curse:
for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things whigh are
written in the book of the law to do them.” The soul that sinneth 1t shall die.
The next member of the family shows that justification is _an act, a judicial de-
cision in which God blots out the sentence of legal condemna‘ion which bad
been written down against the sinner,—the frown™ of displeasure passes away,
and the light of his reconciled countenance shines around and within the guilty
soul, so that the sinner, from being an heir of hell, becomes an heir of heaven,
By another justification is shown to be the pardon of all our sins,—past, pres-
ent, and to come. It has been said, that whatever Jehovah does he does like a
God. So, just as it is a most fearful thing to fall into the avenging hand of the
living God, it is most blessed when he stretches out his arma of mercy. Asin
the one case he makes short work of it in righteousness, so in the other he
gaves with an everlasting and complete salvation. Not one sin remains unef
faced from the Dbook of God’s remembrance,—if even one were laid to their
charge, it would as certainly procure for them the doom of sinners as if they
wero found guilty of all. But every sin, even the least, is cast into the sea of
forgetfulness, where they sink as lead in the mighty waters. And God not
merely delivers from condemnation, but bestows the reward of perfect righteous-
ness. He accepts as righteous,—he welcomes them as if they were in the ful-
lest view ‘good and faithful servants’ The ground on which their precious
thmiﬁh undeserved benefits are hestowed is made Prominenﬂy to appear, name-
g, e righteousness of Christ. The iunocent alone can claim justification:

ey alone have a right to be called and treated as righteous; but men are all
guilty, so that no such right can be inherent in them. Neither could God ab-
éolve them by an act of gratuitous kindness ; for this would have been to defead
the ends of divine justice, and belie the sayings of divine faithfulness,—an in-
consistency which can never take place in the procedure of the all-perfect One.
But God has made the iniquity of us 21l to meet upon the head of our surety
Redeemer,—he who knew no sin became a sin-offering for the world,—the fin-
ished work of Jesus has been accepted in the behalf of man,~—and this justifi-
cation has hecome an act which it is not merely competent for Gou to perform,
but which affords the most illustrious display of his moral perfections. This
finished work of Christ, his obedience unto the death, is imputed by God to the
dinner,—in every act of justification if is placed to his account, and he is dealt
with a8 if it were really his own. But while justification is wholly the free
act of God, it does not take place with regard to every man whether he will or
not, whether he valae or disregaed it. Hence, while the righteousness of Christ
is imputed by God it must be received by the sinner, and that, too, with the hand
of fuith. Faith is the reception of any testimony upon evidence, and the faith
of the gospel is a conviction of the truth of God’s testimony,—namely, that he
has given unto us life, and that his life is in his Son; a conviction which ro-
salts in o personal application, and which begets a simple exclusive reliance
upon Christ alone for salvation. The man in whom dwells a principle which
has these characteristics, is one with Christ; they have a common righteous-
ness; and just as sure as Jesus is now at the right hand of the Majesty on
high, although he bore the sins of an elect world, eo sure is it that this man
one day will occupy & similar place, notwithstanding all his guilt, whether do-
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rived from Adam or contracted by himself. Thus the most impmtnnfs question
shich man can ask, * What shall.I do to be saved ¥’ receives a most joyful and
satisfactory answer. Theso astonishing and delightful truths being ‘brought
out in the course of the cxamination, the mininter briefly exhorts all and each
for himself, to sec to it that ho i8 just with lis Maker. “ You cannot be so,?
he says, “on the ground of your own rightcousness, but you may by the righ-
teousness of Christ. Think not lightly of this-matter nor delay, but flec at onco
to the refuge revealed in the gospel.” .

The mombers of the congregation and others more adviaced having been ex-
antined, the young people are now called up and addressed in n way suiting
their capacity. X short and simple view of ‘the .schc_:me of merey is laid bo-

"{;he minister points out the holiness, justice, and goodness of tho

fore them. . i : C, af s of il
law of God,—their violution of it, their consequent obligations to punishment,
od pardon-

their utter helplessness, and the impossibility of a just and holy
ing sin without satisfaction. And then, addressing them with the tenderness
of a father, he says, * Now my dear children, when you compare your conduct
with what God requires, you sce you have done many things which you ought
not, and neglected those things which you should have performed. God is angy
because of this, and you arc not too voung to be punished. No ; you have rea
how when little children mocked Elisha, God’s prophet, two she-bears came forth
out of o wood and tore forty and two of them:. So then itis quite true, even'in
your case, that the soul which sins shall die. And this saying maust Le fulfilled,
for otherwise God would destroy his authority, just as your parents would des-
troy theirs were they to keep noither their threats nor their promises to you.
Are you not the  all anxious to knew bow you may be saved ? - No one of you
can help anothrr. The angels can have no superabundant merit with which to
make atonement for you; and besides, the - being fellible like ourselves, might
fail in the undertaking, and so leave us as helpless and hopeless as ever. With
God alone, my little children, is everlasting strength ; he itis to whom salvation
appertains. When none clse cared for us, and when none else could help, even
though they had cared for us, God pitied, God helped. He laid our help upon
Oncwho was mighty, even his own dear Son, whom he gave up to shame and
saffering and death, that sinners such as you ave might be delivered from all
these throughout eternity. God, as it were, smelled a sweet savour in the sao-
rifice of his"Son ; and this snerifice was offered to atone for human guilt. You
are invited to {)lead all that Chrlst did and suffered as the rcason of your being
blessed with afl heavenly and spiritual blessings in bim. Do come “then ; you
have great encouragement, for of such as you 1s the kingdom of heaven. And
having come to Christ, persevere in following him wherever he leads you, Show
your gratitude to him, and your admiration of him, by doing ashe did,—
follow his example by obeying your parents, pr yiug to God, and ever acting by
a regard to the will of your father who is in heaven.”

The exercises of praise.and prayer conclude the work of examination. The
minister, with a few of the neighbours and relations of the family, is asked to
cnjoy the bospitality of the elder. The table is loaded with the best of rural
fare, and arranged, so far as circumstances permit, in the best manner. The
minister, in o handsome and casy way, does the homouts of the table. He
makes himself agreeable to all without sacrificing any point of character or
grinciple_ 5 acting in short, .as hecomes the. true, or, we should rather say, the

hristian gentleman, He exerts the authority which his office and .accomplish-
ments give him, by moulding the conversation to a refining, morsl, and religious
cast. He indulges the utmost freedom of remark, consistent with propriety, if
perchance hie may entice the scintillations of natural genius, or be tan E‘t by the
sayings of masculine senge. Nor is a Jittle ionocent amusement, in the way of
ancedote or schoolboy recitation, disallowed. . By such familiarity the minister
begets for himself love and affection among his peaple; and: by such profitable
intercourse he exerts a.refining and sagred influence uponall,

Such 8 areal “ dict of examination,” as we have often seen it, and as.it oo-
curs:every week i the.countrv, in the winter season of the year. It is o scens
replete with moral beauty and unperishing interest ; and we trust that none,
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howover prejudiced against-ancient customs, will disegreo with us when declar-
tng our conviction that we know not of any scheme better calculated at once to
introduce among the humblor orders, as far as possible, tho refinements of the
well-educated and highor classes, and to diffuse widely an acourate and saving
knowlzdgo of the gospel. It is o mode of instruction which can bo adapted
wita equal interest and advantagoe to the respective capacities of young an old,
snd which, by making a pointed address to each individual, receives the atten-
don of all. The mode of question and uuswer is effectual in the communication
of religious_knowledge, just 8s it is effectual in the teaching of any other
science ; and one, 100, above all qthars,- with o subject the most sublime, and an
and the most momentous-and interesting. Just, then, as & student of science
and o candidate for fame feels his kuowledgo beceme clearer and more extended
by being subjectod to a regular closo oxamination, so does the student of Chris-
tianity, and the candidate for heaven’s felicity, find his views enlightened and
enlarged by s similar proceeding. Besides, the practice of ministerial examina- ,
tion is of groat service in rendering the public services of religion more influen-
tial upon the- hearcrs. Their shameful ignorance, or their indefinite or uncer-
tain acquaintaincofwith the truth, is frequently made apparent to themselves in
the course of an examination ; and this discovery may, and wo believe frequent-
1y does, lead to 8 more ‘dilligont use of the outward means-of grace’ in time to
eome. Scon thoy recognize In a new connection some doctrine which they had:
heard previously, perhaps at a diet of examination ; an interest is excitod ; and-
thus gradually o correct view of the Christian system may be formed in the
mind. But theory, however well founded, is not the only proof for the utility
of this method of religious instruction. We believe it is nowhere so rigidly ot -
served a9 in our own Scotland, and we are sure that nowhere is the system of
grace so well understood. Sound theory and fact always agree ; and they do so

erc. Blessed, then, is the man who, thus watehes at tho gates of wisdom, and
waits at the posts of her door. Vulgar althou%h it be to frequent thus her hum-
ble temple, hero we shall find life and.obtsin favor of the Lord. Whilst boards
of trade employ their ingenuity and expend their resources t> accumulats
profit from the fruits of distant climes, this little company is met o be enriched
with the fruit of that tree of life which grows in the:land that is very far off

Whilst councils of war are agitated by schemes for extending their conguests
and enlarging their domain upon God’s green earth, this little company is mes
to be clad in that armour which will enable them to overcome the devil, the
world, and the flesh, and to fight their way to the heavenly inheritanco, Ay,
and while the wise men of this world despiso theso exertions, God is looking

done with approval and writing in his book of everlasting remembrance.

{We have-copied the above from an old number of the Christicn Teacker, s
we deem it fitted to be useful, particularly when mauny are disposed to neglee
and undervalue this good 0ld mode of instruction.—Ep. Ins.] :

RELIGIOUS MISCELLANY.

THE SON’S PROMISE.
Saturday night, with its hour of lib-
aration from the demands of six days’

~-spanned the scene below, and among
such came a youth of resgecmble ap-
pearance, and just then of thoughtful

toil, was fast stealing on, after a warm
day and brilliant sunset. The river
was yebt gay with returning boats ot all
descriptions, the paddle and the oar
stirring up a refreshing foam here and
therc on the otherwise still surface of
the waters. Tha steps of the - wandeérer
not Lound to hasten Eomeward, linger-
o involuntarily on the bridge which

dountenance, who, after gazing right
and left, chose-a spot at o distance
from all observers, and, planting his
arms upon the parapet, leaned over
apparently to wateh o boat shooting
through an arch, or to note the ripples:
tbatp%ayed softly against the piers. Ho.
stood until all others, discerning but
Iittlo more o attract in the deepening
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twilight, had retired; and still ho stood,
until the moon shed her silver light
from the deep blue sky, and few ais-
tinet sounds distarbed his reverie, save
the eclang of a chein as & Dboatman
moored his bark, or the roll of a car-
riage over the bridge bebind him. What
could thus absorb the attention snd occ-
cupy the mind of David Carver? Cer-
tainly nothing visible to his bodily
«eyes; but to his earnest mental gaze, an
object dear to his heart was distinctly
and influentially present. .
Many, many leagues away, the little
sitting-room in_his dear old home is
“pictured to his imagination, The win-
dow is open, and a gentle evening
breeze laden with the perfume of flow-
ers fans the snowy curtain, and refresh-
s the calm pale face of one who sits
near it. Before the window is a little
table just large enough to bear a great
open volume, on the page of which
rests the hand of his widowed mother, ag
unable to read further, she has taken off
the spectacles suddenly bedimed with
loving tears, and looking up to the sky,
where a star or two begins to twinkle,
the prays to the God ‘“ whose eyes are
in every place beholding the evil and
the good,” for her absent boy. N
If he could hear her speak, there
might be the faintest tremor in her
voice, but the smile would play round
her lip, hope would sparkle in her eye,
for faith in the pledged word of coven-
ant-keeping God was warm and active
at her heart. Thus he Lad seen her on
the last Sabbath evening they had

spent together, when her earnest coun- p

sels accompanied the maternal blessing,
and, deeply touched by the tenderness
of the being who loved him Dest on
earth, and the nearness of the sepera-
tion, David had knelt by her side, and
carnésily promised to remember and do
a8 she desired.

I will not exact too many promises
from you, my son,” she said, “hut
there is one which I could desire to in-
vest almost with the sacredness of a
vow, fts fulfilment might prove o
blessing; its negleet must assuredly
lead to evil and sorrow. It is this, that
wherever you are, however situated,
tempted, or beguiled by the sophistries
which sometimes make evil appear good,
and good evil, you resolutely keep holy
ithe Sahbath-day.”

““Oh, mother!” he had exclaimed,
v.gurely yeu do not think I could so far
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forget the habits of training and child-
hood and youth as to becomeo a Sabbath
breaker.”
“Not at once, David; T am sure it

would cost your conscience many o

ang before you could become habitual-

y negligont of the whole of the Lord’s
day. But you have known few tempta-
tions at home. You have supported
your mpther’s stops to the house of God
cver since she was bereaved of her best
earthly triend, and one of his dying
charges on your behalf was this, “Teach
our boy to reverence the whole of the
Sabbath-day. It is not his, not an hour
of it, for ordinary work, or thought, or
pleasure. It is a link between fallen
man and the great Fther, who waits to
be gracious in pardoning love through
his risen and interceding Son., It is g
clue, amidat the labyrinths of sin, by
which man can retrace his wanderin
steps towards his forsaken home ; o.ng
he who revercnces and keeps the Lord’s
day is at least in the wag to meet the
offered blessings of the Lord himself®
4nd now, David, you are going whert
many consider all days alike, or, it
there be a difference, they make Sunday
the most protane and godless of the sev-
en. Many, too, devote an hour or two
to formal prayer, and claim the rest for
their own amusement. Places of en-
tertainment will entice you on every
side, but oh, be never beguiled to enter
one of them on a Sabbath-day; for if
you have not opportunity to enjoy such
recreation or amusement without break-
ing God’s command, neither benefit or
leasure can result.  On the contrary,
the benefit and the blessing are lodged
in self-defying obedience ; for it is writ-
ten, ¢ If thou turn away thy foot from
the Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure
on my holy day ; and call the Sabbath
a delight, the holy of the Lord, honor
able ; and shalt honor him, not doing
thine own ways, nor finding thine own
pleasure, norspeaking thine own words:
then shalt thou delight thyself in the
Lord; and I will cause thee to ride upon
the high places of the earth, and feed
thee with the heritage of Jacob thy fath-
er: for the mouth of the Lord hath
spoken it.” If the Lord God set apars
one day out of seven to’ be peculiarl
hallowed when man was innocent an
happy, how much! more is it needful
now, when man is fallen and miserable,
and ail around him tends to withdraw
bis mind from Him to whom * belong
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mercies and forgiveness, though we
haveX rebelled against him.” Ile who
keeps | the Sabbath is- constrained to
obey another precept: ¢ Remember now
thy Creator in the days of thy youth;
while the evil days come not, nor the
years draw nigh,” when ‘man goeth to
iis long home,” dust returning *to the
carth a8 it was, and the spirit unto God,
who gave it.” Once more, my son, If I
may add a lower motive, the Sabbath-
day will remind you of your mother, of
her prayers and hopes for you; and now
dare she ask you ‘to promise to keep it
holy

“Yes,” he had earrfbstly answered,
I do promise.”

“ Not lightly, my son. Lot us count
some possible, nay, probably cost,—a
fierce struggle with some wayward will,
of the strength of which you are not
yet aware ; the friendship of some ad-
mired companion, whose views may
seem more enlarged, whose education
you may deem more liberal than your
own ; the laugh of some mocking jester,
who scoffs at God’s authority as an old
fable, and recognizes no law but his
own choice; the charge of hypocrisy,
selfrighteousuess, fanaticism.  Could
you bear all this for Christ’s snke 2

“I could bear it, mother, for your
sake.”

“ Then the Lord help thee higher,”
she replied, with a_gentle sigh; “be it
50, bear it for my sake. ‘If sinners en-
tice thee, consent thou not;’ it would
g-ieve your mother.”

All this, and much more, had passed
vividly through the young man’s mind,
as he leaned on the parapetof the bridge
that Saturday night ; and as the clocks
struck ten, startling him into a recollec-
tion of the fast flying hours, he dropped
his head upon his hands, and half muor-
mured to himself, “ It would grieve my
wmother ; no, mother, I cannot, I will
not go.””  Then Lrushing away a s#lu-
tary tear, he darted of with the speed
of an arrow, and paused not until he
zained the door of a house, where stood
a young man a few years his senior,
with his hands in h*f pockets, lounging
against the door-post, smoking e cigar.

«“ Ah, Carver,” he cried, as David
came up, “is it you? Glad to see you.
Come in and takea puff.”

“ No, I thank you,” replied David;
“but T am glad to find you at home, for
I wished to tell you that I have changed
my mind, or rather my intention, about
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accompanying you to-morrow. I shall
not go.”

“And whynot? Of course you have
a good reason for disappointing me, and
breaking your word.”

“T am sorry to causo you any disap-
pointment, though indeed my vanity
did not suggest that possibility ; but I
do not remember to have fp]edged my
word ; it was rather a sort of silent con-
sent, more weak and foolish though, I
admit.”

“But your reason, man, your reason,”
impatiently demanded the other.

« It satisfies myself, Iorton, but I do
not conclude it will be equally satisfac-
tory to you, therefore it is needless to
inquire.”

“ This is ingentlemanly,” cried Hor-
ton, hastily ; but seeing, in the lamp-
light, the expression of David’s counte-
nance, be changed his tone, and added,
“ Torgive me, Carver I mean it is un-
friepdly, unkind, when you know my
desire for your company and your own
enjoyment, May Inot claim your con-
fidence on this little matter 2

« I wish my reason could influence
you, Iorton, and in hope that it mhy
from the kind feeling you have shown
towards me, I will give it. I faithfully
and solemnly promised my mother,
when I parted from her, that I would
reverence the Sabbath-day. We were
intending to break it to-morrow, and
the recollecdion of her wishes and my
promise detérs me.”

« Ah, I see,” said Ilorton, repressing
the snecering laugh which had almost
burst forth; “but come in and let us
talk it over. I can soon show you your
good mother’s mistake, in withhol.ing
from the Deity the acceptable offering
ot your enjoyment of his works in cre-
ation, and the uses to which they have
heen applied by the ingenuities of art.
We can worship, too, more freely under
the blue sky than within the crowded
walls of Churches. But if you are so
crupulous, you can go and say your
prayers fivst if you please, for we shall
not start nntil noon.” .

“How long is & day?” asked David
quietly. S

“A day! Wli}"; from morning till
night, I supposes” .« ;

“ T4 is written;. -¢ Remémber the Sab-
bath-day to keep-ikholy.” T amn decided,
Horton, and, with- ‘many _thanks for
your intended kinduess, I must say
rood night.”?
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* Stop, stop, Carver! you may never
bave such an opportunity again. I do
really wish you to geo this wonderfull
beautifnl place, snd if you will go wit
me to-morrow, I wiil never interfore
with your mother’s wishes again. Come,
oblig: me thisonce, and remember that
your company may bo useful to me, I
tnay go to church to please you rost
8abbath.”

This was plausiblo. Horton was a
talented, fascinating companion. What
if he could be led to a more serious way
of life. Surely ono concession,—even
&is mother might yield this—his. moth-
er! Ahno! his uncompromising moth-
¢r nover did evil that good might come.
Happy remembrance! My son, if
dinners entice theo, consent thou not, it
would grieve your mother ;”” and turn-
ing fulf;towurds Horton,~—the wavering
moment had passod,~—and with one
more steady and gentle refusal, David
bade him good night. IHis step was
not so rapid as to prevont tho shrill
whistlo and loud laugh of the tompter
from reaching his eaf, and then the
pang of disappointment npd vexation
which was inflicted on tho uncon-
acious door.

On reaching his lodgings, David found
ano of the officials from the railwa
swaiting his arrival, having kindly cal-
led to say that a few minutes’ alteration
had been made in the departure of the
axcursion frain, and that Carver must

. be at the station at a certain hour.

“ I am obliged to you for taking this
trouble,” said Pavid, “but I om not
going, and very much regret that I
ever allowed tho probability.”

“ Not gjoing! why, my dear fellow,
you will lose a very great treat and

leasure, You had better think again,

z you will certainly regret it.”

“If I should die before the next Sah-
bath, do you think I shall regret not
breaking the last one I spent on earth?’
said David, with some sgitation, for he
was afraid of another laugh of scorn.

“Is this indeed your reason?”’ asked
his visitor, looking with earnestness and
astonishment i his face.

“Partly so,” soid David, colouring;
“but I ought to:add, that the strongest
reason i the counsél.of a dear mother
far away, and for-her-sske I am resist-
ing this temptation; wwhich I own has
been very great.

*I wish my mother’s son had been as
firm,” said the other, feelingly. * Do
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you know, that, for months past, hava
wavored about retaining my situation,
because my attendance is required on
the trains on a Sunday,—tho excarsion
trains too. But you ses, my ealary is
good, aud sométimes thore is a cheorful
party of us, drowning all tnoughts of
right and'wrong, and 80 I never coms
to a serious decision.”

“But does not conscience intorford
with your enjoyment sometimes ?”’

“Yes, vory often, for I was well
taught when a boy. 1 wish something
would turn up elsewhere, for I really
do believe I am doing wrong, but then
I cannot afford {9 be idle.”

* Don’t you think,” said David gath
ering courage in a good cause, “ thas
the God for whoso sa o, and in respocs
to whose authority, you give up a pro-
fitable situation, would take care of yoa
in some way ?”’ and he added the texs
his mother had cited, with its promish
annexed.

“Well,” said the other, “I promisd
you I will think about this, and perhapy
take the first opportunity to get freo.”

“I would get free at once,” urged
David. *“ Your resolution may evapo-
rate again, and there is no need to con-
sider whether to do a right thing; do iy
while yon can.” ’

* Hugh, my good friend. I muss

take time to make arrangements; buy
we will talk of this further when wo
meet, again. (Good night, and I can’s
help being glad you are not going.
1 like you fifty times better for thinkin
of Gody's word and your motker’s a
vice.”
David felt bappy and thavkful. Ha
read his evening chapter with interess,
and knelt down to thank God for guid-
ing his thoughts towards him that night,
and the bridge was a marked spot in his
little history forever. Then he fell
asleep to dream that his mother’s hand
was upon his head in commendation
and*blessing, and that her beloved facs
was lighted up with joy and thankfub
ness.

Ou the morrow, hundreds of gleeful
leasure-scekers were conveyed to the
airy scenes which iwvited their admi-

ration, and few could be disappointed

in the object of their expedition. The
time for return arrived, again the train
was filled, young men and wmaidens,
old men and children, satiated with the

Sabbath-breaker’s goodless enjoyments,

were rushing at full speed towards
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home. Suddenly o shook, with results phe reached the widow’s dwelling, and
too _swful and heart-sickening to de- for o moment a torturing fear distracted
geribe,—~and how manyof that giddy her heart. Could her boy be among
{hrong were in etornity! The news thoso unhappy dead? Had he forgod
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tenched the city, and spread like wild-
fire through every rark. Friends bur-
tied to the station, not to meet tho liv-
ing, but to claim the dead.

Carver, pale with egcitoment and
mingled feelings, stéod amidst the in-
guirmg crowd.  Horton, with his open

efiance of God’s suthority, had recei-
ved a summons he could not disobey,
and lay mangled and disfigured among
the dead.

David Carver turned, shocked and
&stressed, towards home, scarcely ablo
to define and gather up to presenf be-
fore God his ardent thanksgivings for
the influence that had controlled and
counselled his own wavering way. At
last, from the contemplation of o hide-
ous death and moreterrific resurrection,
hig heart gradually calmed before the
Cross of Christ, realised the atonement
for sin in the blood of the Lamb, and
offered in humble faith to the service of
God, the life that his mercy had so sig-
Belly preserved.

The frightful account of the catastro-

ton his promise.

Soon & lettor from himself comforted
hor fears. “My dear and precious
mother,” it began, *you have been
permitted to eave your son. Tem%w
tion pressed hard; I had yielded, bud
rocoiled only for your sake, The com-
mand to honor my father end mother,
remembered in time, has brought its
blessing with it, and my days aro pro-
Jonged in the land. Help me up hx%h-
er by your prayers, my mother, fop
your G.d shall be mire, and to him
shall be dedicated the spared life of
your grateful gon.” -

Tho object of this littlo narrative is
not to amuse with fiction, but to warn
by fact. It occurred a few years sinos,
in connection with a scene of human
agony seldom surpassed. The thres

oung men lived and acted as descri

ed. May the fate of two be a warning
to Sabbath-breakers, and the example
of the third a stimulant to praye
arents and tempted wavering sonsl—
act Magazine.

CHILDREN’S CORNER.

WHEN MAY CEBILDREN COME TO
JESUS?—THE WIDOW AND
HER SON.

When may children come to Jesus?
Perhaps, dear liltle reader, you have
gsked youreelf this question many times,
snd suswered it by looking away into
the dim future, and, fixing upon a cer-
tain period, saying to yourself, ““ then I
will repent of my sins and become a
Christian.” And the time has come
round, but you were not quite ready, so
you heve put it off again and again,
waiting for & more “conventent season.”
Now, dear child, this is all wrong; if
you keep waiting, you will never come
to Jesus at all. To-day is the time to
repent of your sins, for the morrow’s
sue may rise upon your little corpse,
snd if you are not impo.red to meet
your Lord in peace, how fearful your
condition will be.

Jesus says, “Suffer lLittle children t0
come unto me, and forbid them not, for of

.

guck ia the kingdom of God.” O what
loving words! how sweet they sound!
“ Little children,” such as the dear Sge-
iour took in his arms when on earth and
blessed them. I sometimes wish that [
were a little child again, for it seems to
me now that I would give my whole
heart to Jesus, and devote all my life
unweariedly to his service.

But I am going to tell you some stor
ics, some very besutiful and some ve
ead ones, but ali about little folks, an
all strictly true. And I hope you will
learn from them how true it is that the
way of transgressors is hard, and the
narrow path of the Christian, is bright
and beautiful, leeding as it does from
carth to glory.

John was theonly son,of a widow.—
Ho was sbout twelve years old; 1ntellig-
ent and well educated; but though quite
a serious thinker on other subjects, he
had never thought much about his im-
mortal goul. I do not wonder at this so
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much, for his mother, though a well-
meaning and kind-hearted person, was
not a Christian. She had instructed
her boy carefully in the rule of morality
—had told him it was wrong to lie, or
swear or steal—that it was a disgrace
to desecrate the holy Sabbath—but she
had never counselled him to give his
heart to God. How could she, she who
had never given Him her own ?

As we have said, John was about

twelve years old, when, one beautiful i

Sabbath day, he asked and obtainedthis
mother’s permission, to attend a pro-
tracted meeting, which was being held
in a neighboring village. The sun shone
brightly, the birds sang sweetly, and
everything seemed to rejoice, as he rode
slow. i along, but ho felt strangely sad,
and thoughts, which never before had
entered his mind, were busy in his
heart. Very quietly he entered the
church and took a seat in a corner pew,
where an old gentleman kindly made
room for him, and, with a feeling of re-
verential awe, ho looked upon the man
of God, who wus earnestly inviting sin-
ners to come to Jesus. John had never
listened to suck a sermon before, and
long before the minister ceased speaking
his distress of mind was so great that he
could not refrain from weeping. He
saw himself ¢ lost and ruined sinner,
and the eaquiry of his soul was, “What
must I do to be saved ?”

After the meefing closed, the old gen-
tleman, who had taken a deep interest
in John, laid his hand upon his shoul-
der,‘z}.nd said: q o

“My son, judging from thy appear-
ance, fshould thi%kgthat thou};verltt}:mx~
ious about the welfare of thy immortal
soul.”

“I am,” roplied the boy, frankly, “O
tell me can.little children be Christians?
Can Iittle boys like e receive pardon
for their sing?

“Sz_xrely, m{ sons for unto such the
promise of the Lordis given. Thou
art none too young to rcpent of th
many transgressions; and hecome a fol-
lower of Jesus Christ.”

“But how can I'do this?” asked John,
looking eagerly into the benign face of
his Quaker friend.

;I m;g ttehl] t%e?);i thou must go home
snd re ible, and pray to the
Lord for a neyw heart.” Py

“But sir,” said the boy, ““ what if I
sbould dio before ¥ got home, then I
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would be too late—what would become
of me?” )

“True, true,” snid the old gentleman;
delay is always dangerous. Thou art
guite right. Now is the time to give
315’ heart to Jesus.  Let us kneel where
we are, and I will pray with thee.”

So the two, the white-headed old man
and the rosy-cheeked child, knelt and
prayed together. | An hour passed, then
another, and the golden rays of the set-
ting sun came in at the wide windows
aﬁg filled the holy temple with a glory,
as the “Allelujahs” of a redcemeﬁ soul
where wafted like sweet incense to the
throne of the Most High.

Long the mother had watched anxi-
ously for her boy, and when he came
she was greatly surprised at the story
he told her, and when in conclusion, ho
said, “O, I am so happy dear mother,
won’t you kneel with me and thank the
Lord that I amsaved,” she knew not how
to answer him, But she knelt in the
dim twilight, and though her lips were
unused to such words, she murmured,
«(, Father, I thank thee for what thou
hast done for my child.”

That night, long after little John was
gound asleep, one was kneeling in silent
prayer by hisbedside. His mother was

iving her heart to God, and dedicating
%erse f to his service.

0, what joy there must have been<
among the holy angels, for it is writton:
“There is joy over one sinner that re-
penteth,” and here were two who had
entered into the narrow way. Hence-
forth, mother and son were to walk to-

cther in the blessed light of o Saviour’s
ove—todevotealltheirraasomed powers
unweariedly to his service.

Immediately a family altar was erect-
ed in the widow’s household, and mor-
ning and cvening prayer and praise
were offered to Him who had so richly
fulfilled his gracious promise, “I will be
s father to the fatherless, and the wid-
ow’s God.”

T have but little moze to add. John
never became weary in well-doing, and
the older he grew, the more he loved and
honored his Divine Master. When onl:
cighteen years 0ld he began to preach
Jesus Christ and him crucified, and
though years have passed he still con-
tinues in the good work.

0O, you should hear him preach one of
his beautiful sermons to little children,
inviting them to come now to the dear
Saviour, who is waiting to bo gracious
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to them, telling them how Jesus loves
the lambs of his fold, ang carries them
in his bosoni, and warning them of the
dangers of delay.
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To-day is tho acceptablo time, to-mor
row is not yet ours.

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

NOVA SCOTIA.

Tz Fuee PrespyTERY OF HaLIFAX
The Free Prsbytery of Halifax met
on the Sthinst. A second offshoot from
“ornwallis congregation was erected into
s distinct charge.  The new congrega-
tion includes Kentville, Belcher Street
sa 1 2heh Street—Canard River being
th¢ boundary between it and the remain-
der of Mr. Murray's Charge. Thus
witha *s than two months the congro-
gsi.on of Cornwallis has been divided
intc three; and as soon asministers shall
have been inducted into the new char-
es, the way will he open for the erec-
tion of a Presbytery in Cornwallis, i
that should be thought advisable. Next
meeting will be on the first Wednesday
of Merch.—Record.

REV. E. MATURIN.

We insert to-day a letter from a high-
},E esteemed correspondent, confirming

¢ rumours previousiy in circulation,
relative to the defection from the Chufch
of England, of the Rev. Edmund Matu-
rin, late Curate of St. Paul’s, at Halifax.
Our correspondent gives him a high
character for piety, scholarship, and de-
votedness to tgc dutics of the ministry,
all of which we believe there is good

ound for asserting. Various causes
or his defection willno doubt be assign-
ed by different parties. Men of the Low
Ckurch school will attribute it to insar-
itfy; those of the High Church to a want
of “sound Church principles.” We do
not believe that Mr. Maturin was any
more inrane, in the true sense of the
term, than he has been for twenty years
past; nor can we regard a man who held
the strong views of Episcopalpower and
autbority which Mr. Maturin did, as
devoid of what High Churchmen call
“gound Church principles.” The truth
is, he had too much of these said prin-
ciples, and gave ample proof of his hav-
ing them in the jate contests at Halifex,
in regard to the Synod. As to his
{)Ereac ing * Evangelical doctrines” this

no evidence of his belonging to the

class of men who are gratuitously styl-
ed “Low Churchmen.” Many High
Churchmen at the present day, preach
evangelical doctrines. The truth is
theso doctrines are now so amply vindi-
cated, and widely believed, that men of
all schools think they ought to be preach-
ed, and, as far ag they understand them,
endeavour to preach them. But the test
of & man’s school is the query—hat
does he be licve about Churck Govern-
ment? Does he believe that vast powers
are committed to the Chureh visible, by
its founder, and that the only question
is where is the true visible Church to be
found, in order to come in contact with
these powers? Does he hanker after a
visible centre of unity on earth, whero
all controversies arc to be finally settled,
thé scriptures fallablg interpreted, and
uniformity maintained by the decree of
supremacy? Ifso, he has Romanism
in embryo in his coustitution, and the
very juice of Popery in his stem, and
call him High Church or Low Church,
Puscyite or Evangelical, Puritan, Me-
thodist, or what you may, it only re-
quires the favorable fime and circum-
stances to arrive to seo the exotic tran-
slated to its true Italian soil. That Mr
Maturin long since had this preparation
for the transition from Protestantism to
Romanism, is obvious. We believe that
at the very time of his ordination, he
wavered between the two Churches: our
correspondent says he meditated such a
step as he has now taken, 16 years ago.
No doubt late affairs in_the Diocese of
Nova Scotia brought meditating to an is-
sue gnd he has only made the transition
for which he waos long since prepared, not
because be was insane, but because he
wanted that good common sense, which
all the scholarship in the world cannot
give, which would have enabled him to
see the error of the principle he had
imbibed, and the folly of those preten-
sions which the Church of Rome makes
to supremacy aod infellible powers.—
We belicve he has only gune to tho
sphere for which his principles ?repared
him; end that these principles wera
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what are commonly designated « High
Church principles;” and helieving this,
while we are sorry for him and sorry for
his friends, we do not wonder at the
result.—St. Jokn Church Wit.

SCOTLAND.

The case of Mr Cheyne was again
under consideration of the Scottish Bis-
hops carly last month. Mr Cheyne
having made no retractation the sen-
tence of Bishop Suther against him was
sustained. Wo quote two of the sen-
tences trom his book, which were made
the ground of the charge against him.
They aro sufficiently glaring :—

“When I speak of the Real Presence,
I mean as the church means, that, after
covsecration, whole Christ, God and
man, is really, truly, and substantially
present in the Eucharist,under the from
o bread and wine.” * * * «The
eacrifice in the Eucharist is substanti-
ally the same as the Sacrifice of the
Cross, because the priest is the same in
both. On the Cross He offered a blood
sacrifice through death, but He is now
offering himself an ever-living victim
without shedding of blood ; and so, in
the Eucharist, by the ministry of the
priest, He is offering himself an un-
bloody sacrifice, under the form of
bread and wine. But in both cases the
offering is the same, differtag only in
the manner of offering.”

'Che Puseyite party in England have
felt thesentence of the Scottish Bishops
to be o severe blow to their recommend-
ed synodical movement. Dr Pusey, in
a letter op the subject addressed to the
Guardian, expresses gratitude that it is
by the formularies, and not by the
voice of the bishops, that the conscien-
ces of the people must be led. The
bishops, he says, were acting judicial-
1y, but not legislatively, and thercfore
expressed only their personalopinions:—

“ What then, is the effect of this sen-
tence on the Scotch Church? The ma-
jority of the hishops were acting judi-
cially, not legislatively. They bave
not thought it right, as yet, to frame
any new article of faith, or to aiter any
old one. They have not sltered any of
the teaching of the Church, Their act
is their own act only. 1t inno way
alters the teaching of the Church of
which they are bishops. In regard to
the Eucharistic sacrifice, the Bishop of
5t Andrevws has strangely misrepresent-

Teb,

ed the belief which ho condemns. Ih
regard to this doctrine, then, ho has con-
demned not this doctrine, but a doctrine
which he has himself imagined. But
in regard to the doctrine of the Real
Presence which ho and other bishops
have condemned, happily not those bi-
shops (either individually or as 2 Cours
of Appeal), but the formularies of the
ChurcE, are the teachers of the people.’
—News of the Churches.

Lord Aberdeen’s Act continuesto ex-
cite much discussion especially among
the laity of the Established Church.
Several meetings opposed to its con-
tinuance have been held in large towns
during the past month,—[bid.

Discussions have taken place ina
pumber of Presbyteries of tho Free

i

Church, in reference to changes pre

osed by the Select Committee

ustentation Fund, es to its distribution.
The Committee recommended a pruspee
tive graduated scale, according to the
cullections of the dependent congrega-
tions, instead of tha continuance of the
equal dividend as at present. The
change wus not intended to e putin
force until vacancies occurred. The
Presbyterics of Glasgow and Edixlurgh
have decided, by narrow majorities,
in favour of the change, but the gene-
1al fecling appears to be ngainst it.— Ik

ENGLAND.

The Scottish Reformation Society have,
addressed General Pecl on the circula-
tion, at Government expense, among the
Romish troops of the book called T2
Garden of the Soul, which is woll
Lknown to be infamous in its tendencies,
suggesting all manner of sins to prepare
the reader for the Confessional. ith
it the Tia Crucis has aiso been distri-
buted. Too much attentivn cannot be
directed to this subject. General Peel’s

olicy is cwminently dangerous to the

uture security of the country, encour-
aging as it does the Popish pricsts by
cverf meaus in their work of undermin-
ing the allegiancejof our soldiers.—News
of the Churches.

Tre Sociery of FrRIENDS.—A special
conference of the leading members of
the Society of Friends, to which delo-
%;ucs were sent from various parts of
tho country, has been held recently in
London, at the head-quarters of the

on thr, "
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Body in Ioundsditeh, for the purpese of
Qiscussing certain puints of their interi-
¢r discipline, especially the question of
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a direct way. The rosult was, to recom:
mend a modification in the costume in
somo respects 0 as to meet certain ob-

marriage of members of their commun- jections; bmt it is understood that as

Ity with persons not in religious com-
munion with them, and also, to a certain
¢xtent, the question of dress, though on
that comparavitely less stress was laid.
There were about 3000 persons present
4t the conference, including tho contral
hody resident in the metropolis, and the
debate, which occasionally became ex-
ceedingly animated, lasted four days.—
Yhe marriage-question which was for-
mally mooted by o Friend resident in
Yorkshire, had two phases. The Con-
ference was invited to consider first, tho
ropriety of mnking such alterations in
e existing rules of the Society us would
sllow of marriages being solemnized
to their meetings for worship, after the
manner of Friends, by persons who pro-
fessed to bo Friends, and attended their
religious meetings, one gnly of the con-
tracting parties heing a member of the
Society; and, secondly, between persons
who preferred to be Friends, and attend-
&d their religious mectings, but neither
of whom were members of the Society.
The subject is one which materially
concerns the Society itself and also in
gome degreo the general publio, though
the latier may not be at first sight ap-
arent.  During the last twenty years,
in this country, the Society has been
dightly but pradually decreasing in
numbers. The aggregate numerical
strength of the hodyin Great Britain is
estimated at about 15,000. There are
gome who attribute not g little of the
decline in their numbers to the strin-
geney of their regulation respecting
marriage, which, as among themselves,
from time immemorial has recogpized no
union of that kind which is not solewmn-
ized in accordance with their own cus-
tom, and between members of their own
sommnity.

[

‘¢ whole subject underwent an am-

e discussion at the Conference, and 7

the result was a resolution recominend-
ing & modification of the existing funda-
mental regulation, €0 as 1o admit of the
marriages in question being solembized
in the meetings for worship of members
of the Society. Before, however, the
propnsed alteration can take effect, it
must receive the sanction of the Society
st their nest annual weeting.

The point of dress also came under
review, but in rather an incidental than

strong & testimony as ever was horne,
during the discussion, in favour of sim-
licity and moderation in dress and bo-
aviour. Though the practice has been
always more or less unitorm, the dress
of the members of the Society has, in
point of fact, never been defined.

The whole of the business was con-
ducted in tho most emicable spirit, and
the conference broke up aftor a seder-
unt of four days.—Newsof the Church.

IRELAND.

The Protestant Association of Dublin
have protested against the proposed plan
of Luying up the Parlimentary endow-
ment to Maynooth. The Romanista
themselves assert that they would be
fatisﬁod with nothing less than a mil-
ion.

Tho sale of masses has been lately
troduced into Ireland with large pe-
cuniary results. Dr Cullen is said to
keep the central store in Dublin, and
to offer them tothe highest bidder. The
proceeds are principxﬁly applied to the
building and repairing of chapels. A
handbill has been lately in circulation
headed by a portrait of the “ Blessed
Paul,” in which it i3 announced that
the subscribers to ““ the new church and
retreat of the Passionist Fathers, to bo
erccted at Harold’s Cross, Dublin, wild
receive the following benefits :—

« All the subscribers (that is, to the
building of the edifices) will participate
in the following spiritual advantages:—

«1st. — Tpwards of 2000 masses
every year, both during their lifo and
after their death.

«2d.—700 Offices for the Dead every
eqr.

«3d.—60 Masscs are sung, aud the
Office of the Dead chanted sixty times,
for deceased benefactors every  year
within the Octave of All-Souls.”

The following account is given of a,
scone in Kilkonn{ on 1 recent Sunday,
in conneetion with tho preaching of the
« Redemptorist Fathers:”—

« Tt appears that one of the mission-
aries was preaching to & vast congre-
gation, denscly packed within a build-
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ing, which, although very large, was
scarcely sufficient to accommodate so
great an assemblage.  As well as wo
can understand the current reports, the
subject of the sermon tas the doc-
trine of the Real Presence, and the
preacher enforced the views of the
Church of Rome on that subject with
great energy and cloquence, and in
snch 2 manner as to excite to a high
pitch the feclings of his hearers; so
that when suddenly, at his dircction,
the tabernacle was unveiled, all looked
to it with one accord, and a murmur
arosc that the Saviour was about to
appear to their eyes in the shape in
which he had been before seen on earth.
Thuse who were so situate as to their
position in the building as not to be
alle properly to seo the tabernacle,
msheg }orward, and urged onward
those before them, causing such a de-
gree of pressure as to break down and
foree forward some seats and henches,
and crush the occupants. Shricks of
pain and terror arose, and a fearful
scene of confusion and dismay ensued,
which was with difficulty prevented
from spreading into a’terrific panic.
As it was, several persons, of various
grades in society, received severe
bruises, from which they are still suf-
fering and under medical treatment;
but providentially no life was lost, mor
have we heard that any serious casualty
occurred.

The result was that on Monday the
cathedral was closed, although large
crowds flocked to the usnal early morn-
ing service, which, since the arrival of
the Redemptorists, has been held at 5
o’clock, a. m.
Roman Catholic bishop had refused to
sanction 2 resumption of the missions
here ; but we have been informed since
that the ministrations of the missionar-
ies are not to be discontinued, but that
admission to the services is to be in fu-
ture rogulated by tickels, and to be con-
fined to the parishioners of St. Mary’s.
We cannot, however, state positively
that this is so.

“ One matter connected with the mis-
sion of the Redemptorists here, caused
much scandal to Protestant notions on
Sunday last. Some persons, who it
appears, accomggmy tho mission for the
purpose of selling crucifises, beads,
medals, and other matters used in Ro-
man Catholic worship, had opened nu-
merous booths in the street leading to
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It was rumored that the P
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the cathedral, for the sale of these ar-
ticles, and on the Sabbath aun uninter-
rupted traffic was being carried on, the
locality having the appearance of a fair
or thickly thronged market.”

At a recent public meeting, Mr. Dal-
1as, of the Irish Church Mission Soctely,
made the following observations on
Cardinal Wiseman’s motives for his re-
cent visit to Ireland :—

“There must, or rather there might
‘have been three motives which induced
him to take the journey, but of which
he said nothing. The class of old Irish
Roman Catholics were a very differens
class of people to what it was intended
to make them in the present day. It
seemed there had been for some time s
considerable decline in their independ-
cnce of feeling, and a lack ot discipline,
ecpecially among the clergy. With ro-
gard to the latter, they scemed content
to carry with thom the pix, which con-
tained that which the people adored as
their god ; and carrying that, they re-
ceived tho adoration of the ignorant, and
were satisfied with that homage, and
did not appoar to desire any more. In
the vear E)Sl the Pope sent Dr. Cullen
(who was coming home a cardinal) to
alter the whole system,and make Ireland
Ultramontane, like the old Church in It-
aly. This had produced a greatschism,
which,although kept close, as everything
connected with Rome was, still by de
grees came to the cars of the genersl
public; The result was a marked es-
trangement between Dr. M’Hale and
Dr. Cullen. In this crisis, Cardinal
Wiseman appeared to have acted the
art of Nestor in Homeric song, and in-
terfered between the Achillesand A
amemnon of the Irish Roman Catholic
Church.”

UNITED STATES.

PrespyTERIAN CHURCHES {5 Bosrox.
—Wo are pleased to announce that we
ore about to have two Old school Presby-
terian Churches in Boston. We have
long thought that the *‘Modern Ath-
ens” was a fair field whereon to plans
our Presbyterian banper. Though we
are indebted to the mere change of re-
lation for the churches now to bear our
name in the New England metropolis,
we are glad to make a beginning in
whatever way Providence indicates
On the 5th inst. the Presbyterian church
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worshipping in Freeman Place, and in ities. The following picture is given
connection with the Free Church of in the Opintoic of Turin, of the present

Canada, ht:l}i a meeting, at which they
resolved, with but one dissenting vote,
to transfer their relation to the Presby-
tery of Londonderry, in connexion with
our General Assembly. The congrega-
tion is 2 weak one ag yet, and has had
many difficulties to contend with uring
the five or six years of its origination.
It is to be hoped that they will now re-
ceive o new impulse. Much will de-
pend on_the pastor they may secure,
their pulpit being vacant.
The.church in "East Boston, under the
Enstoml care of the Rev Mr Johnston,
eretoforo in connection with the As-
sociate Reformed Church, has taken o
#imilar step, having resolved to connect
themselves with the Old-school Presby-
terians. We wish these congregations
much prosperity.— Presbylerian.

ITALY.

In Italy the state of affnirs appears to
be growing worse and worse. 'Fhe ral-
ing authorities of the Church of Rome,
instead of seeking to conciliatea dissat-
ified people, are drivingthem to estrem-

condition of the Papal States :—

¢ A fino examplo of civilisation is &
country where, in broad daylight, rob-
bers attack & whole parish; where the
budget contains a charge of 50,000 dol-
lars for escorts of couriers; where priests
murder young boys, and the Inquisition
tears infants from their mothers’ side ;
where people live in agitation and ter-
ror, and in continual apprehension of
am insurrection; where ‘two foreign ar-
mies are required to protect the Pope
from the affectionate - demonstrations of
hie subjects ; where the gens d’armes
are insufficient to arrest the criminals ;
where proprietors pefition the govern-
ment at leust to protect their lives, if it
cannot protect their property; where
the government condescends to treat
v-ith the malefactors, and is not master
in its own house; where the Austrians
fortify Ancona, and the French make
an intrenched camp of Civita Vecchia ;
and where, nevertheless, there is fear
of everything—of words, of the Press,
of meetings. And this is amodel af
civilized life ¥

EDITORIAL.
GOVERNMENT HONORS TO THE ROMAN CATHOLIC
PRIESTHOOD.

Thq ast month has witnessed an act on the part of our Government,
which we believe has come nigh filling up the measure of its subser-
viency to Rome. Most of our readers have heard of the proceedings
at the Governor’s Lievee on New Year's Day, by which Priest Han-
nan was elevated over the heads of the Protestant clergy. On thesc
occasions it may be necessary to explain, that certain privileged per-
sons, the members of the Executive and Legislativo Councils, Judges,
Heads of Departments, &e. aro entitled to what is called the}Entree,
which means to be presented separate from other gentlemen, and in
8 separate apartment. On tho present occasion for the first time in
the history of Nova Scotia, Pricst Hannan, as admistering the affuirs
of the Diocess in place of ‘Archbishop Walsh, was favored with this
position; and while the Protestant ministers had to pass through in
the crowd, reeciving & recognition from the Governor, as their names
were publicly announced, there in an ante-chamber, through which
they weroe required to pass, stood this Irish priest, elevated among
Honorables of the land, looking on, no doubt, with self-gratulation
on his superior position.

This subject has been fully discussed in the newspapers, but we
cannot allow it to pass without adding our protest against it, as an
Insult to the whole Protestantism of the country. The circumstan-
¢os render tho insult-tho more glaring. Hitherto tho Roman Catho-
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lie priests have studiously sbsented themselves from theso ceromont-
als, but the first time that ono appearshe is eelivated over tho hoads
4f Protestant ministers of all denontinations, and elovated to a place
which no Presbytorian, Mothodist or Baptist clergyman was ovor
fnvited to occupy. This is dono to ono of & party, who have shown
the most bittor hostility to the British Governmont, and havo pro-
¥ed themsclves the sworn foes of the most sacrod institutions, Such
mark of honor, shown in such a conspicuous manner, and in defiance
of all propriety, marks, if anything were necossary for that purpose,
{ho miscrable subserviency ot the presont government, to the Rom-
tsh Hierarchy. It would scem under all the circumstances as if iy
twero intended, at least on the part of tho Romanist priesthood, pum
posely to humiliate Protestants, and of coursb our Government are

t their morcy. That the present administration are to blame for iy
{8 evident from the fact that no former government ever thought of
éuch & thing. Itis truo that thoy havo du%l up an old despatch of
Lord Grey’s to Sir John Harvey, instructing him to address Romish

relates, “My Lord,” “Your Grace.” Butthis was in existonce years

g0, and yet no government till tho present ever thought of bestove.
{ng such 2 mark of honor, upon even an Archbishop as was afforded
n the present oceasion, to the priest administering the Diocese.

The excuse offered for thisinsultto Protestants, is that the church
¢f England Bishop is admitted to the same honor. Even if they
were in the same position, this would not justify the measure, Boe-
¢ause some trifling honor is paid to the higher clorgy of a Protesans
¢hurch, men who are loyal to their Queon, and members of a Reform.
¢d church, it is a very different thing to pay the same honors to the
ministers of the corrupt and fallen ¢ urc}: of Rome, who are the sub-
iects of a Foreign potentate, and whose whole sympathies are oppo-

ite to the honor and glory of England: But the two arc not in the
same position. The acts of the Province recognize the Church of Eng
land as the Established Church, while Roman Catholics aro only tole
ratod. The Government are therefore perfectly justified in showin,
their prelates such honors, considering that by law they enjoy suc
a civil recognition; but as there is no such recognition by our laws of
sho Roman Catholic clergy, the conduct of tho Government is utterly
Inexcusable. For our own'part we dosire that such distinctions for
the clergy of any denomination should be removed, but as long as
the laws recognize the Church of England as the Established Church,
we cannot find fault with the Government for treating it according-
Jy; and as long as such trifling honors as these are all the favors tiie
ministers of that body receive by virtuoof their position,it is scarcoly
worth while raising an agitation to deprive them of them.

The Express, the organ of the priests says, that “Earl Groy’s de-
ppatch will settle the matter at onco and for ever.”” Just about as
much as Lord Glenelg’s and Lord John Russell's despatehos in 1839,
z:efusln!f Responsible Government to the Colonios, sottled that quos-
tion. That despatch was written beforo the agitation in Britain re-
Q:grdm%.tho Romish aggression and the passage of the Ecclesiastical
.‘I‘ltles ill, and may be added to the Cataloguo of Earl Grey’s blun-
ders. Surely tho British Parliament which with so much unanimity
oo the part of Whigs and Tories refused such honors to Cardinal
Wiseman in England, will not compel the people of Nova Scotis to
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submnit to what on tho part of the British people they raised such o
lond and indignant protest that tho squeak of Earl Gray and a few
ather nominal” Protestants was unheard.

The Protestant Alliance have stated as ono of tho objects at whic
thoy should aim, to unito Protestants in opposing the “concession 03
tank and procodenco to Romish Ecclosiastics.” Many, wo daro say,
thought that this was a part of the basis of the British Alliance
which it. was unnecossary to adopt in Nova Scotid. They must now
soc their orror. Indeed every day is showing more clearly tho necea
ity of such an organization as tho Protostant Allianco. Hven thosf
who refused to unite with it are seeing that somnething must bo dong
to rosist tho assumptions of Romanism. Tho Chrisfian Mekseng
though it can sco no wrong done by tho present Government, comes
out in opposition to the honor granted to Priest Hannan on the pro
gent occasion. 'Wo doubt also whether tho brothren of the Synog in
c¢onnexion with the Church of Scotiand, would c¢ensent cven thiy
year at the bidding of somo unscrupulous Politicians in Pictou, t4
make fools of themsclves, as they did last year, by passing a vesoln
tion against tho “ Protestant Allianco.” This ovent shows the necen
fity for Protestants awaking to tho intrigues of their artful foo.—
Here it is found that while they have been slumbering, unconscions
df danger, thoir enemy has stolon 2 march upon them, and sccured
in reeret from o careless Colonial Secrotary, privileges, which had
they been publicly demanded, the people of thig Province would
have indignantly refused.

Nore—~Since tho above was vritton, wo observe it stated, thap
Archbishop Walsh did atiend a le o in 1847, and reccived the samé
grecedcnce as that accorded to Privst Hannan on this occasion. Bup

ut gencrally it has boen as we havo stated. Tho oxception, cure
ansly enough, toolk place under Mr Johnston’s administration.

THE QUEEN’S PROCLAMATION 1IN INDIA.

The communications from India of late have chicfly beon occupied
with the events connected with the proclamation of the Quecn, on
sssuming the authority over India, hitherto held by the Hast Indis
Company in conjunction with the British Govornment. There have
heen great rejoicings in Bombay, illuminations on a scalo of grand-
«ur quito unprecedented, triumphal arches, booming of great guns,
tireworks, feasting, and all the other cstablished modes of expressing
satisfaction.  All classes of subjects, Christian, Mahomatan, and Hine
dou, united in recognizing Her Majesty as their mistress, and in ex-
pressing their joy at the event. ¢ In every city,” says a writer, “a
avery station on the coast,and in the interior, on mountain summitg
and interminable plains, tho signal of tho chango flashed joyously
abroad by fire works and music; the natives erccted pyramids of
flowers; votive offerings wero carried to the tem%‘)lcs; innocent 8g-
aifices hallowed the rivers; and in the midst of these cbullitions
arose & marvellous Asiatic hymn in praiso of Queon Victoria. Nog
Aurungzebe—not Soloman the magnificent—not Haroun-el-Raschid
himself, was evor addressed with flattory moro sublime.” Tow much
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sincority there may be in such professions on the part of Mahomat-
ans and Hindoos is a question, upon which grave doubts may exist.
But in the moantimo we accept it as an indication of the complete
establishment of British authority. o .

The proclamation on wlich this authority is assumed is a most
important document, and has been the gm_b.]el:t 0{ & thorough exam-
ination by the organs of all shades of opinion, political and religious,
and on the whole’it must receive commendatxon.. It is indeed a ro-
markable document, and very different from ordinary Royal specch-
cs. It has cvidently been carefully prepared, and the measures
which it announces fully considered. Tho principal of these ina
political point of view, are—the disclaiming of all idea of torritorial
extonsion,—the expressing the flctorxpmatlon to respect the rights,
tho dignity and the honor of nativo prinees as her own, and the pro-
clamation of amnesty to rebels. To those in arms, full pardon is cx-
tended “on their retwrn to their homes and peaceful })ursuits," oxv
cept to those who have been actually concerned in the murder of
British subjeets, and those who bavo given asylum to murderers,—
The latter however will have their lives spared. Tpon the wisdom
of these measures, there can scarcely be a disputo. -

The subject, however, upon which most anxiety was felt, particu-
larly by the religious public of Britain, was the attitude which
would be assumed under the new regime toward christianity.

The following are the terms in which this subject is yeforred to:

“Firmly relying ourselves on the truth of Christianity, and acknowledging
with gratitude the solace of religion, we dgsclmm alike the right and desire to
impose our convictions on any of our subjects. We declare it t> be our royal
wiH and pleasure that none be in anywise favored, none molested or disquicted
by reasen of their religious faith or observances, buat that all shall alike enjoy
the equal and impnrtiu’fprotcction of the law; and we do strictly charge and enjoin
all those who may be in authority under us, that they abstain trom all interfes
ence with the religious belief or worship of any of vur suljeets, on pain of ouy
highest displeasure.” :

Much fear was entertained, in consequence of Lord Stanley’s well
knoin leanings to the old traditionary 1policy, that we should again
have christianity igrored; and in goneral, satisfaction has been given
that to some extent it has been recognized. If the statement made
in the Record, the leading Evangelical newspaper in the Church of
Tngland, be correct, littlo thasks are due to him. It has been thers
affirmed on two successive oceasions, that the proclamation was pre-
pared in the old way, without containing one reference to Christian-
ity—or a single recognition of the onc Supreme Being—or one deo-
vout sentiment, and only refering to religion for the purpose of pud-
ting christianity and heathenism on a level, but that the Queen
objected to it in this form, and that by ker directions it was modified.
The oxmly point on which there is room for discussion is the sentence
which condemns the interferenco of all persons in aunthority with
“the religious belief or worship” of any of the people. If this is
intended merely to refer to any legal or forcible interfercnce—if is
is merely that there is to be no official molestation of any class, then
it must have our hearty concurranco. But unfortunately it is 5o
worded that by some it might be interpreted as forbidding any person
in the service of the British Government making any cfforts of what-
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evor kind for the conversion of the natives. But we eannot belicve
that such an interpretation is intended to bo put upon it, and we aro
happy to find that thoso who have the best opportunities of judging,
put tho moro favorable construction on it. Mr McLeod Wylie says that
the sentenco “is much to bo rogretted, beenuse it may be perverted
to evil purposes, but viewed in the light of the appointment of Mr.
Montgomery to the nextscat in the Council here, it cannot be in-
tended, by those who framed the proclamation, to mean any discour-
agemont to tho exerciso of a legitimate Christian influence.”

As to the future prospeets of India, in a moral and religious point
of view, we-cannot do better than quote the views of Mr. Wylie.

“My heart is full of hope. Not that I think that there is no need for watenful-
nese on tho part of our triends at home, but now that we have reason to expecs
that public attention will be dirceted to India, and that the Home Government
will act with a Fromptitudo and vigour which hitherto have been very unusual,
Gradually it will be found necessary to relax the reins of control, and to leave
s wider diseretion and more independance of action to the Government ir Indiaj
and the Houses of Parlinment, animated by that temperate spirit which now, to
so large an extent, distinguishes public men, will interfere with caution and only
on calm deliberation. Our missions will share the henefits of inereased know-
ledge of Indin’s claims and wants ; and the breaking down of an exelusive sys-
tem, and the growth of commerce developing new ficlds of cntcr})risc, will at-
tract augmenting numbers of European settlers. I am persuaded, too, that the
day is not distant when the blessing, ro long sought and prayed for, will do-
scend on missionary labors, and we shall sce the Lord opening up stremmns in
the wilderness and paths in the desert, and making a way for His truth accord-
ing to Iis promisc.

And then what o prospect opens to the view! The vast and incrcasing pop-
ulation in this empire ; our close relation with Central Asia, with Persia, and
with Burmah ; the certainty that ere lung the Chinese population will be swarnw
ing into their lauds, and probably vpening up Thibet, and peopling the mag-
nificent islands of the Archipelago, with which we are already every year draw
ing into closer connexion ; the noble races on vur nosth-western frontier, which,
twenty-years hence, may be indentified with our own subjects, and cultivating
the arts of peaceful industry ; above all, the Spirit of the Lord rcusing s peo
ple to, more carnest labour, and granting them signal manifestations of his

wesence :—what considerations are these to us here, who now mourn over “ ths
{ong desolations I

The mutiny of last year, with all its important and unexpected consequences.
may teach us by ways far above our conceptions, perhaps by ““terrible things in
rightcousness,” the changes we now desire may be accomplished. We may be
assured that light will penetrate the gloom; that the idols shall be abolished
‘thut the oppressed shall go free; and that God, even our own God, will bless ua
The carth is destined to yicld her increase, wars to cease, the knowledge of the
Lord to grow ; and the wonderful events of Divine providence in the East during
the last fiftcen years, from Turkey to China, bid us look speedily for changeo
that may bo preludes of the far mightier changes which the promises of God
secure, Let us lift up our hearts, and be confident thet we who sow and they
who reap shall rejoice tagether.”

“Wo must never forget, in contemplating our prospeets here, that wo have
many clements of danger all around and before us.  Sixty years ago, when wa
first acquired the north-western provinces, we were in little danger from the

nople, except as ausiligries of some invading native ruler who might declarg
himself their leader and proclaim his own sovereignity. “They had no mutual
confidence, were cutiroly uncnlightencd, and had no powers of combination,
aud very scanty means of inter-communication. And things have greatly altes-
el since then.  Whilo we have not S“s in Bengal) created, in the North-Wess
and in Central India, 8 poworful landed class, who stand between the Gow
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:croment and the cultivators, and who bave a strong interest in the maintenange
of order, we have, on the other hand, givon the people substanticl power by
the gradual influence of civilisation, Tho population is moro formidable nows,
could combine—could mutually communicate—in a way quito unknown form-
erly. And onc must be yrcpared for_thoir continually growing more powerfal.
as they become moro enlightened. But the Queen’s proclamation wisely, as
with needful forcthought, enys, “ When, by the blessing of Providence, inte»-
nal tranquility hall be restored, it is our earnest desire to st{mulnte the peace-
ful industry of India, to promote works of public utility and improvement, and
to administer its government for the bonefit of all our subjects -2s3dant thereir.
In their prosperity will be our strength ; in their contentr-ent our security ; and
{n their gratitude our bost reward.” ~ All this is admirzble. But thero remairs
one thing more. The enly ULody on whom the Crova of England can with as-
«ared confidence rely, under all circumstances, i India, will be tho Christians.
The more the native inhabitants, Hindua and Mdiammeden, under the influenge
of education, civilisation, and wealth, grow in iwoalth and powez, the more im-
patient will they be of foreign rule. 1t will be the reverse with the Christian
opulation, Buropean and native. They will increasingly foel their interests
dentified with the intercsta of Great Britain. The fruits of our missions, thero-
fore, and our European colonists, will, humanly spenkin& be the stamina of
the British sovercignty in India. Others may gain guch en interest in the land,
and in the proservation of intornal peace, ag may enlist them on our side in sco-

aons of moro popular commotivn ; but we shall always be !iablo to such junctury

ns will test the loyalty of these men beyond its strength. 1 have already said
that very unexpected cvents will probably introduce our most important changes
bere. Soit may be, for gocd aud evil.  But, amidst all uncertainties, the ten-
dency of our missions to unmixed good will be placed beyond o douht; and I
trust that our statesmen, as well a8 our Christian churches, will recognise g.\is
palpable and important truth. It surely ought to be obvious to all. The Em-
peror of Austria or the Emperor of Russia may believo that there are olements
of permanence in his ceclesiastical and politieal system ; he may imagine thay
the Romish Church or the Greek Church will slourish to the end of time; bus
vo one can think that Hinduism will last, even if there were no Christianity in
the country. Trade would of itscif suffco cventually tv overthrow Brahminism,
and to modify, if not destruy caste; and tho evidences of decay in Mohamme
(enism are manifest. Are we, then, tv provide a substitute for the expiring
superstitions of thiy population? Are we to stimulate trade, and so wage wwar
with countless prejudices, yet teach no compensating truths? Or are our in-
structions to be so guarderf, that they shall not touch on a singlo point of D}
vine revelation?  What must be the result of this system? Undoubtedly nos
peace and loyalty. The time must come when positive religious truth will te
absolutely necessary to hold socioty tugether. At present traditions and social
customs, which form part of the popular religions, exercise a puwerful influcncy;
but when Hinduism has fallen w pieces and the Mussulman religion has lost all
its vitality, what then? Ido not say that, to meet this contingency, our Gow
crnment should turn missivnary ; Lut certainly it should regard the Christian
fnissions a: its most valuable auxiliary, and the Church of Christ should s cn-
iargg her missions, that they may command more attention and reach larger
portions of the people. If vur missivns were as extensive as they should Le, nuv
government would underrate their importance. At present, the glmrcb, by her
&lothfulness and her inadequate effurts, betrays “es complete o misapprehension
of Igcr duty in reference to this country, as do these statesmen WEO dream of
India’s permancnt advancement apart” from the progress of Christianity. If
India is really to be all that we hope and expeet, it must he from her taking
the lead in Asiain civilisation based on the enlightenment which attends the gus-
el. With the word of God in our hands, and relying on its promises, wo inay
c confident that India will bo elevated through Leing cvangelized. This is
od’s plan. The wisdom of man muy arrange things differently ; hut“ He
oweth the thoughts of men, that they are vanity.” Our true wisdom is t
ulfil His will in India as elscwhere.
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FOREIGN MISSION.

LETTER FROM MR. GORDON.

ONE YEAR ON ERROMANGA.

One year is an important part of any
wman's life, but especially so of the ser-
vant of the Lord, who has so many op-
portunities given to him by God in one
year, for winning and profiting immor-
tal souls, for whom he must give an
account to the Judge of M. T felt this
very much 8t the expiration of one
year's labours in the Ifalifax City Mis-
sivn, but more so than ever, as this day
June 14th 1858, brings the conclusion of
ome year’s missionary labours among the
heathen of Erromanga; and asour friends
will now be expeeting some account of
she year just closed in the mission here,
1 must not disappoint that expectation,
although report writing is not the most
pleasant part of my duty.

When we landed on this island, we
did not find any native teachers on it,
and as we were engaged in house build-
ing forncarly two months,wewere conse-
quently unable to obtain much informa-
tivn zbout the real state of our new field
of labour, till August, when I began to
itincrate with Mann—a most blessed
work, in which I can throw my +whole
soul ever since I, as & colporteur, went
up and down throngh the picturesque

hills and forests, and by the charming
rivers of my own pleasant native isle,
where loving kindness, like its gentle,
refreshing, and imperishable streams,
ever and anon revives, and gladdens
the heart of the wayfarers. Dillon’s
Bay does not cuntain a large population.
There is o fine fertile valley, through
which o pleasant river in which small
vessels can barbour, runs into the
ocean. This valley was well peapled
about twenty years age; but subsequent-
ly the natives came in collision with for-
eiguers, by whom many of them were
kiTled, and they became quite terrified
by the deadly fire-arms of Europeans,
and fled to the mountains and some in-
land valleys. We were consequently
several days on Erromangs, before we
saw ten natives, and for thig reason also,
when Capt. Erskine visited Dillow’s Bay,
he supposed the 'population of Errem-
anga to be very small. 1 soon found,
therefore, that I could only heaefit the
natives in general, by itinerating among
them frequently. I visited in Septem-
Dber all the settlements in the neighhor-
hood of Dillon’s Bay, by the sea coast,
and went into their war camps, and for-
tificativns, some of which have houses
inside of them, without any opposition.
I then weut about fifteen miles towards
the south end of the island, and found
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the natives, for the mnost Ipnrt, in a very
unsettled state, which 1 am sorry to
state, is stili the case. They are like
the Tancse in their ruling desire for
war, a8 welf as in physical appearance ;
~—fighting—ocverlasting fighting — kill-
ing some—wounding many—and de-,
stroying plantations.  Twoof the teach-
ers whom I sent to this partof the islund
have returned to Dillon’s Bay. I how-
ever, found the vatives friendly. In
December I went towards the north end
of the Island, and found an interesting
inland settlement near Elizabeth’s Bay,
which I afterwards visitod monthly, and

t the natives to build me alittlo school
F\?mse. I have, of late, settled the only
Aneiteum teachers I have among them.

The rainy season prevented me from
itinerating much, again, till March,
when I went to the north end of the
island; but I only found a few remnants
of some tribes on this part of the island.
Many of the natives died here several
years ago by a disease, which the ne-
tives, state, came to them by the hatch-
ets of a Sandal-wood vessel. This dis-
ease, which seems to have heen the
small-pox, and an epidemic which visit-
ed this island several years ago, { by the
clouds, the natives say), have cut off, at
least, one third of the entire population
of Erromangs.

As this part of the Island consists
chiefly of fine pasture land, the horses,
cows, and goats of foreigners are already
thriving well on its pleasant mountains,

Having thus made myself acquainted
with Erromanga south and north on the
west side, I folt anxioue to cross over
the mountaing,—as I have no boat,—
and visit the enst side, which is the most
populous and important part of Errom-
anga. This important and deferred
missionary tour, 1 was by the good will
ot God, enabled to accomplish in May.
On the morning of the 20th of May, I
took with me two teachers and two na-
tives, and having ascended the moun-
taing of Dillon’s Bay by the light of
torches, we had the pleasure by mid-day
of sceing from the top of 2 mountain the
blue ocean east and the east side of
Erromanga, in all its Tahitian grandeur.

We continued to prosecute our journey
alon % the native path-ways through very
fine forests containing large timber, and
over fine streams of water, whoee mur-
murings and the solitary lays of the
feathered tribes reminded usof lifein this
land whero death still reigns, I nover
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bofore saw such teresting and charm-
ing scenery as here presented itself to
view ou the right hand and on the left,
ae we journeyed on towards Mortinig
Bay. In some places we walked along
picturesque galleries on the narrow ridgo
of mountains aud looked down on either
hand upon gorgeous valleys decorzted
most tastefully by the Divine hand, and
I folt that I had something more to ad-
mire then when I walked “through the
magnificent galleries of the Crystal Pal-
ace. Inthe evening before the sun weont
down we got out to Mortinia Bay, and
found this part of the Island as far as
we could see presenting the same rich
fertile appenrance a8 Tana on the enst
gide, with the same population, as far as
we could ascertan. A very high pictur-
esque mountain, which is quite visible
from the west side of the Island, stands
here in all its Tabitian majesty and

randeur between Mortinia and Cook’s
ﬁays, locked with the main land, al-
though in the distance it appears to bs
dotached from it. When we got to the
soa shore I sat down under a shady tree
to ease my liﬁs, and was soon surround-
ed by about thirty natives, who seemed
not g little surprised to bear a stranger
speaking to them in their own tongue
o? the wonderful works of God. I told
them when leaving to bring their friends
with them the next morning, and I
would then speak to them some more
words of life. On the following morn-
ing nearly one hundred men, women
and children, came to us, to whom we
preached the first principles of our holy
religion. They manifested considerable
attention to the words spoken on this
occasion, and frequently interrupted me
Ly asking one another questions on the
new docwrines, which they continued to
repeat. The Fifth Commandment, and
Christ’s New Commandment elicited
much attention. They have quite an
oriental ear for figures taken from their
own native scenery, and readily under-
stand some important teuth$ when thus
illustrated.

The fathers of some of those who stood
around us on this occasion,—who lived
and died in heathen darkness,—saw
captain Cook, and honored him as the
Noba, Creator of the world, aud itis a}-
most certain, that they did notintend to
injure him, when he fired on them in
order to extricate himself from them.—
The tradition of the creation as extant
among them is this:—“Noba made
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evorything in heaven and esrth, and
placed the first man upon the earth; and
after which, he went away to look for
other places.”” When they therefore,
saw captaic Cook coming 'in his new
floating world, they hailed him as Noba,
and to this day, they call all men by
this name who have wisdom to make
auips. Itis, however, now, being re-
stricted to the true Creator. The tra-
dition of the flood seems to be more cor-
rect than that of Samon, and the agency
of Nobn is connected with the taking
away of the water, or making land in
the water, aund light when there was
darkness. A woman was seen, it states,
from tho tops of trees bailing away the
water when there was no vegetation.—
Tradition makes this part of the island
the first that was peopled. It is but o
fcw miles from  Cook’s Bay, where the
Camdon left the Samonn teachers eigh-
teen vears ago, xho were one yearafter-
wards removed on account of il health;
aund I have not been able to ascertain
that viu.c uatives had any hostile feclings
towards them. It is a very mistaken

notion to entertain, that the aatives of They frequen

these islands in general are made friend-
ly and willing to recoive missionaries by
native teachers, who are foreigners, or
by anything they may have heard about
missionary success in other lands, I
Just find the natives of this island in the
inland and most barbarous districts, as
the Bishop of New Zealand says he now
finds the natives of scores of heathen
islands, which ke has visited and is visit-
ing.—*To say that they are friendly,”
he states, *“is only to say whatis true
of all these islandors, unless some pre-
vious outrage has taught them to con-
sider the white man as their enemy.”—
Whero they are suspicious of all foreign-
erg, the friendly visits of missionaries,
and the locating of teachers who Znow
something of the language of the heathen,
ag was done in Bastern Polynesia, are
of course, important proliminury mis-
sionary work. The visits of missionary
ships to_this island since the Camden
visited here, have left some favourable
impression on the natives; but especi-
ally, the visit of the John Willismsnine
years ago, when the Rev. Mr. Murray
took away several young mep to Sa.uon,
who, when they returned, did the only
permanent good, which hes, as far as
we know, been done on Erupianga, pre-
m to the time we landed on this
sland—which 8, & couviction produced
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on the minds of several of their country-
men, that missionaries are not bad men
like other white men. Mana says they
did this good. Having secured some
land for missionary premises in Mortin-
ia Bay, I left one of these young men,
who i8 a native of this place, among his
brethren, and returned to Dillon’s Bay.
We spent a night by the way with an
inland tribe, \\%\0 treated us most kind-
ly; having killed o pig and prepared a
{feast for us. We were two days getting
back, having travelled on this mission-
ary tour a distance of the circumference
of Aneitcum. We are now pretty well
acquainted with the natives of every
important settlement on Erromanga but
one, not only by visiting them, but by
them visiting us for the purpose of see-
ing the inside of our house, and hearing
Mrs. G. play on the Organ, Accordcon.
‘When some of them first hear the sound
of instrumental musie, they seom quite
torrified, till persuaded that there is no
gtrange spirit at work, and then they
become quite charmed, and go through
o great many %rotesque MALCUTTEs,~—
tly put forth their hands
to lay hold of clusters of grapes on our
wall, but find them ratber hard. Ineed
hardly state, that it is absolutely neces-
sary to treat the natives most kindly,
and allow them unpleasant liberties, t1ll
they are taught to appreciate that which
is more excellent in etiquette. I have
heard some missionaries state, that the
natives of these islands cannot feeol as
Europeans, and therefore, we may speak
to them more severely in correcting
them ; but this does not harmonize with
my present experience among them.
The danger to which missionaries are
cnerally exposed on heathen islands
ike this arise, for the most part, from
two sources. The first is the cxist-
ence of silent unrevenged batred to-
wards white men, on account of injurics
received from them; and the second is
the malignant deceitful hatred of some
of the priests who are chiefs, when they
find that the new religion is destroying
their influcnce. I have had, therefore,
to act prudently on some occasions ia
visiting new places, and send before me
some of the young men who have been
to Samoa. MHaving nuw a pretty good
krowledge of the language, 1 can with
more confidence than at first, spend
nights among them, where they ave ro-
ally killing and eating cach other; and
where fore.gners have been killed since
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we came to Erromanga. There ig not
much to fear from them, while we keep
our quiver well filled with arrows steep-
ed in the love of Christ. These reach
their hearts readily and disarm them.
I only found one man on a late mission-
ary tour, who contizued to manifest o
kind of deadly hatred towards me after
the first interview, but in the end he be-
came much subdued.

I should however state, that they do
not esteem me, or any person hearing
the name of missionary, because of the
dectrines we preach ; for they in gene-
ral, only show kinduess where they have
some hope of being well repaid. They
will make perot, “worship,” they tell
ug, if we will pay them, and they now
demand payment as a right, after they
attend worship a few Sabbaths, and call
us liars if we do not give them some-

thing, They are of course still heathen
worshi ping their own false gods in time

of need ; and 2 few of them do us the
special service of coming to worship
with us, for which they require to be
prid.
To be concluded.

EXTRACTS OF A LETTER FROM
MRS. GEDDIE,

Dated Ancileum, August, 1858.

By the John Williams which arrived

the Sth of this month, we had a large
hackage of letters from Nova Scotia.—
fon cannot imagine, my dear friends,
how delighted I was to hear from you
again, for I had not had a line from
home for a long long time. We were
delighted to see dear Mary. She is now
withus. Mr. M. and she will remain
irere until the arrival of two missivnaries
whom we are daily expecting from Scot-
land, and then it will be decided where
he will he located. I think he will in all
probability be scttled on Tarna., If so,
they will be near us, and we can often
vigit each other in the John Knox.

We had 2 large family during the
stay of the Joha Williams, beside cur
dear associates, Mr. and Mrs. Inglis.—
We had Mr. and Mrs. Creagh and their
little boy; Mr. and Mrs. %t:xllworthy
and five children from Samoa; Mr. Gill
from Rarotonga, and Mr. & Mrs, Math-
esvir. . Mr. Creagh left Mure last y ar,
intending to go to England. The Rev.
Mr. Buzacott, lady and daughter were
fullow passengers with him to Sydney.
On his arrival he was united o Miss
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Buzacott, and isnow reterr’ Ty,
He has made .02 '« eruchoice. Mrg
Creagh i» accomplished and possesses
all the qualitics for a missionary’s wifo,
and has what others who enter the field
fresh from home have not, experienco,

Dear Mary looks very well and eays
she feels so. I trust she and her dear
hushand may be long s;:arcd to labar in
the Lord’s vineyard. Mr. Matheson is
very delicate, and we feel anxious abous
him. However he is much better since
he landed, and I trust the climate may
be beneficial to him.  Mr. Geddie and
Mr. Matheson accompanied the John
Williams to Erromanga, calling at Fo-
tuna, Nuin and Tana. They only ro-
turned two days since. This is the se-
cond time Mr. G. has been from home
this season visiting the islands. IIo has
been away two weeks each time. IIa
intends going to Tana again very soon,
and will probably be gone two or threo
wecks, getting a house up for our Mis-
sionaries. Ihave a great charge when
he is from home, but the natives do al}
they can to assist me, and are very kind
tome. Lahela is also teacher here,and
is very useful and trustworthy and has
much influenco among the people. (ke
is married to Mary, one of my firss
girls. They' live on our premises and
assist me in taking charge of the girls.

Chaslotte teaches the children cvery
day and they arc imrroving under hen
1 am engaged with the natives all day.
1 bave but one of my former girls, and
she was verf young when I took her.—
She is still young and not steady as
Mary, Mary Ann and many of my older
ones were. Al my steady trustworthy
girls are maxried, and those I now have
are quite young aund have yet to bs
taught, but most of them are learning
very fast. Our boys, of which we have
seventeen, are all steady and doing well.
Several of them are printers and others
of them are quite good sewyers and
have been busy sawing frames and
boards for houses. for the new mission-
aries.  Some of them would make good
carpenters. They make good chests for
themselves, and benches. .

We have a number of forcigners here.
The two Sandal-wood establishments
keep o number of men always about
them. We have always vessels calling
too. Therc are now four in the harbor.
Last week there were seven. Two are
whalers. They lie in the harbor and
send their boats out.  There isan Ame-
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rican whaler here just now. She is a
large vessel. They havo been here only
aweek and have taken two large whales.
The captain’s lady ison board, hut I
havenot yet seen her.  The captain call-
ed yesterday and said he would bring
her on shore. Qur own people are sur-
rounded by temptations.

. M. S. Iris visited us about a
month since. The captain (Loring) is
a very kind man. Many of the officers
appears to be very fine men. They
visited us often. Mr. Moreshy, whom
I mentioned in a former letter, is really
2 nice young man. We hecame quite
attached to him this time. I mentioned
before that he is a son of Admiral Sir
Fairfax Moresby. Iis mother is &
deughter of the Barl of Fortescue, but
Mr. Moresby manifests no pride of birth.
He insisted upon having Lucy’s address,
and has written to his mother, to have
Laucy spend her holidays at their coun-
try seat in Devonshire. Lady Moresby
is from all accounts an excellent pious
woman. Iler son adores her. Hesays
she will be so delighted to have Lucy,
as all her own children are married and
away from her, and he lives very retired
in the country. We consented to let
Lucy go as Mr. Moresby insisted so
much, and he secemed so anxious to con-
vince us that Lucy would see nothing
that we would disapprove of, we feel no
scruples in letting her go. .Captain
Luring is a gentlemanly oft-handed old
Englishman. whom one cannot help lik-
ing. e brought me a splendid case of
plants from Sydney, put up by a first
Tate nurseryman.  ‘There were o great
variety of fruit trees and flowers, and
nearly all are growing. The Doctor is
a Scotchman, aud a very nice man. Ile
is so intelligent, so kind and <o gentle-
manly. 3o is the chaplain, Mr. %amp~
bell.  Ife is a good young man and
appears to take such an interest in our
work. They came from Caledonia and
the Isle of Pines here. and could see the
difference between Christians and Hea-
thens.  The first time they were here
they did mot appear to appreciate the
change amang this people, as they had
not visited duy of t}xc heathen islands.

We feel very grateful to the friends
of the cause at home for their contribu-
tions &c.  We were nearly out of every
thing.  We received all your kind pre-
sents, for which please accept our thanks
and fecl assured we value highly every
thing you seud us. The smallest token
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of remembrance from our heloved friends
is highiy prized by us. They are also
so useful to us. Your presents of col-
lars &ec., are very valuable, as we neced
such articles of dress here, but cannot
afford to buy them. Every thing has
been so dear in Sydney for the last five
or six years that wo cannot get any-
thin% but the necessaries of life.  Flour
has fallen this last year, hut sugar has
been enormously high, and still s, and
what we get is of a very inferior quality.
Native produce is very scarce here at
the harhor, in consequence of there heing
50 many foreigners to supply. The na-
tives supply us with taro, as much as we
need, gratis, but fowls are very scarce,
and pigs are becomingso. The Sandal-
wood traders buy up all the pigs they
can get and exchange them at Espiritu
Santo, for Sandal-wood. Still we get
along very comfortably and have no
cause to complain. The mission pre-
mises are now very comfortable and vur
buildings very convenient. Ihavelate-
ly had the room where the girls and
women sew enlarged. I have a closet
in it for holding work, thread, thimbles,
&e., and a store-room at the end for
holding cloth. I find it very convenient,
and a great saving of time and labor to
myself, having everything at hand. The
kitchen adjoins, so that I can step in,
and sec that all is going on right.

Mr. Geddie went round to Aname
yesterday, to tell Mr. Inglisthe result of
his visit to the other islands, and consult
about the future. Mr. Matheson accom-
panied him. They have not yet return-
ed. I fear he will not be back in time
to write, as the vessel is to sail to-day.
However we expect a vessel soun fur
China, and we shall all have more time
to write. 'This time we are hurried.

LETTER FROM MR INGLIS.

To the Rev. JohnsGraham, D. D.
See. wo the Ref.P. S. Com.on F. M.

Aneiteum, 9h April 1858,

Rev. axp Dear Siz.—My last letter
to you was written in December, and
was forwarded by way of China. Since
that time I have had no opportunity of
sending letters to any point of the com-
pass where a post office conld bo found,
nor do I know of any yet; but asitis
near the thme when vessels may be ex-
pected to call here on their way, cither
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to Cliina or somewhere else, I think it
best to have a fewlines in readiness. I
have received no letter from you, or any
body clse at home, of a date later than
June. I have received the Reformed
Presbyterian Magazine up to September
and the Christian Times, and some
copies of the Athencum, &c., up to
about the same date. It is highly grat-
ifying to hear now and again of what
the great busy world is doing.

Iam happg and thankful tosay that,
througt the favor of Divine providence,
Mrs Irglis and I continue to enjoy good
healt’,, Mr Geddie and his family are
also well, and by our latest accounts,
which, howerver, are not recent, so were
Mr. and Mrs Gordon on Erromanga.

With us here, the autumnal equinox
isnow past, and the weuther is again
becoming cool and delightful. 'We have
had a remarkably hot summer, the hot-
test we have had since we came to this
Island. That is to say, if a new ther-
mometer which I have got speaks the
truth, my old one—the gift of Ed-
inburgh friends — which was fested
by the thermometers belonging to
the surveying espedition, and found to
be correct, and the register which I had
drawn up from its indications, gladly
accepted by in the officer in command,
was accidentally broken some time ago.
This one is encascd in a light japanned
iron frame, which, I suspect, radiutes
heat, and unduly raises the mercury in
the tube. But be that as it may, the
summer has been exceedingly hot, and
was something worse than the dog-days
for three or four menths. While you
have been enjoying all the pleasing
varieties of a mild and moderate winter,
cold without but warmn within, while
the hills, it may have Leen, were cover-
ed with snow, and the streams Lridged
with ice, you were sitting in 2 cosy
roor and before a Llazing fire, or walk-
ing with firm elastic step in a bracing
atmosphere, along smooth, hard, frost-
bound paths, and fecling as it you were
becoming youngerand more vigurous cv-
ery day,—here we have Leen scorched
and sweltered under a tropical sky and
beneath a vertical sun, week after week

and month after month, till, between
toiling and sweating, our care-worn
faces are becoming thin, sallow, and
shrivelled, and but fur the reviving
breath of ocean and the bealth-giving
breezes of the trade-wind, which is now
begirning to blow somewhat steadily,
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and the six months of cool, delightful
weather which lies before us while the
sun is beyond the line, and gone, like
Homer’s deities, to visit the far distant
Ethiopians,—but for these things, and
the original Anglo-Saxon stamina in
our constitutions, we should soon be-
come languid, feeble and fit for nothing,.

For the last three months the ther-
mometer in the shade, outside my study
window, has ranged between 70° and
96°; and when lald in the sun, on the
coral walk, two or three yards from our
front door,1t has sometimes risen to 130.°
My former thermometer scarcely ever
rose above 90° in the shade in the same
position, The weather was unusally fine
this summer during December and Jan-
uary ; but on the last two or three days
of January a fearful hurricane swept
over the Island. It completely carried
away the roof of Mr Geddie’s church ;
it laid fences everywhere prostrate,
blew down houses, and broke nnd up-
rooted trees; and as only about the
hatf of the breadfruit crop was collect-
ed, tho remaining half was completely
destroyed, a loss that will be seriously
felt by the poor natives, as the crop this
year was uncommonly good. Aditer the
wind had considerably abated, the rain
descended in torrents ; every stream be-
came a river, and we had the heaviest
flood that has been known within the
memory of living man. There were a
very great number of land slips; the
water-courses dug for irrigating planta-
tions were %reatly damaged, and great
quantities of taro were swept away and
destroyed. Happily no lives were lost.
Our mission premises, IZam thankful to
say, sustained no serious injury.

In the stream that runs past the mis-
sion station here, the flood, Ly carrying
away quantitiesof mud, laid bare two
enormous shells, which, when the water
subsided, I got the natives to carry vut
and place, one on each side of the gar-
den walk in front of the mission house,
Unless I am very much astray in my
conchology, these shells are specimens
of the chama gigas or gigantic cackle,
the largest and heaviest shell yet discov-
ered. They appear to have been first
seen by Captain Flinders in the Indian
Ocean. “We have seen”, says Maun-
der, ‘“an immense pair in the church of
St Sulpice, in Paris,where they serve to
hold ‘holy water.””” This shell, he
says, is also called Tridacna. Why
tlus name was applied toit, is not to me
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at all obvious, sinee, according to Ains
worth, Tridacna or ostrea tridacna
means shells that can be eaten at three
bites, it must have been by some of the
ginats who warred against Jupiter, and
who heaved up Ossa on the top of Pelion,
and compared to whom Goliath must
have been a pigmy ; or by some of the
less fabulous megatneria which basked
in the sun, and disported themselves in
the deltas, during the far remote palxo-
zoie ages recorded in the chronicles of
zreology.  These two shells, which are
mates, are cach four feet long, two feet
seven inches broad, and nine inches
thick at the umbo. I have not the
means of weighing them ; but cach of
them is a8 much as two men can with
snme difficulty 1ift up from the ground.
Some time ago, I found a single shell of
the same species nearly, but not quite
80 large; and there are some others
which T have not seen, but of whose
exigtence the natives have informed me,
and which are imbedded in the sand or
adhering to the rocks. Small hivalves
—that is, small compared with these—
cither of the same or of o similar spe-
cies, from six inches to twelve or fif
teen inches long, arc found alive, ad-
hering to the reefs in great numbers;
hut no live specimen of this large size
has been seen on this island even by
the oldest natives. The native nawe
of these shells is nipjineri; but this one
which I have obtained, was worshipped
as a patmas, or god, in the days of
heathenism, liv,the name of Neethuing.
From time immemorial the upper part
of this shell was seen above the stones
and mud in the channel of the stream :
and when the natives were feeding pigs
for feasts, hefure giving the food i the
animals, they laid it upon this shell, in
the belief that, by doing so, virtue
would proceed from the natmas to make
the pigs large and fat. When they
were about to plant taro, they laid their
niraks, the sticks with which they
dig the ground, on the shell, in the be-
lief that, by doing so, they would secure
an excellent crop of taro, Every under-
taking on this is?aud seems to have heen
preceded by an act of homage to some
natmas. Like the Athenians, in their
ewn way, they were “very religious;”
and here, as in Athens, it was easier
to find & god than aman. Iow these
shells camo to be in such a place, and
how long they had remained there, no
one knows. But tlme’s destroying
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fingers, by the ngency of the elements
and the help of accidents, have left
their impress on them both ; the edges
are chipped, and the enamel is corroded
and they have not that smooth and
white appearance which they fnust have
had when the animal was alive, and had
not yet enjoyed the honours of “an ap-
otheosis and rites divine.”

The prospects of the mission, Iam
happy to say, still continue highly en-
couraging. The prayersof the Church
on our behalf are, I trust, being heard
and answered. Oh that earnest believ-
ing prayer may be continued and in-
creased in bebalf bath of the mission-
aries and the mission! The four gos-
pels and the Actglof the Apostles are
nvw printed. Genesis is translated ;
ang also several of the Epistles. Edu-
cation is advancing favourably. I am
Jjust about to conclude the second session
of the Teacher’s Institution. I teach
four hours daily—an hour in the morn-
ing, from six till seven, in the Normal
School, which has been attended this
year by 170; two hours in the afternoon
in the Institution ; and an hour in the
evening, four days in the week, with a
Bible class, attended by about fifty.
The pupils attending the Institutivn
are divided iuto two classes. The se-
niur class contains fifty ; they meet the
first hour, and are taught writing on
paper and arithmetic: The attendance
upun this class is very regular. Du-
ring the second hour I teach both class-
eg. This hour is oceupied with reading,
spelling, writing on slates, arithmetic,
geography, &e. 'The number in the
Juniur class is about one hundred, Luf
their attendance is less regular, aud
varies from fifty to eighty. They are
making very creditable progress in
writing. In arithmetic their progress
is slower. In mo branch of human
knowledge were the natives of this is-
Tand more deficient than in arithmetic.
Their ordinal numbers estended only to
three, viz. first, middle and last; their
cardinal numbers, one, two, &e. only tv
five; up to ten, it was five and one, five
and two, &. In counting any number
they invariably ran over their fingers
till they came to five, and then held up
one hand, saying, “ my hand,” thas is,
five; they ran over the fiugers of the
other hand, saying, “a hand and one,”
“ g hand and £wo,” till they came to
ten, when they held them both up, and
exclaimed, “my two hands,” that is,
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two fires. 1If it was neccessary, they
ran over their toes in the same manner
till they came to twenty, when they ex-
claimed, “my two hands and my two
feet,” that is, two fives and two fives.
All beyond this was doubt, mist, and
chaos; as, many, a great many, a great,
ereat many, and similar indefinite es-
pressions,  Their nominal adverbs, as
once, twice, &c., extended also to five.
They haveno word for hundred or thou-
sand. We found it would he impossible
to teach arithmetic through the medium
of the native numerals. Mr Geddie
and I, therefore, at once adopted the
Tinglish names, one, fiwo,three, e, Our
first lesson in arithmetic for many a
long day, and it is one of our daily les-
sons still, was to make them repeat the
Euglish names.  Onc way of doing
this, and which connects a tangible
idea in the name, is {o count the num-
ber of scholars in the sehool every morn-
ing. One of the best scholars is set up;
hecounts the scholars aloud, and all
the rest repeat the numbers after him.
As a maticr of course, where there was
1o literature at all before, we introdu-
ced the Arnbic numcral characters.
When we printed Mark, we used the
Roman numerals to mark the chapters,
but we soon found that it was neither
desirable or necessary to trouble the
natives with two sets of characters, and
we now use nothing but the Arabie nu-
merals. Inevery branch of Education
we have to hegin here at the very be-
sinning, bhut in arithmetic we have
to begin at what would be considered
in most places far hefore the beginning.
So that when you hear of the natives
of this island making some progress in
arithmetie,you must not think of propor-
tion ov practice, far less of fractions
and the cube root, but timply of nota-
tion, numeration, and the first four
rules. But as sume knowledge of the
principles of arithmetic arc essentially
necessary, to communicate anything
like correct ideas on almost any sulject,
and as many parts of the Word of God
cannot be understood without it, we
feel very desirous that the native mind
shonld te expanded, sharpened and dis-
ciplined, by a littlo knowledge, atleast,
of the simplest of the exact sciences.
I am much in want of a dall frame for
teaching the simple rules, such asis
used in infant schools, also a few hun-
dred copies of the multiplication table
in its simplest form ; also a nnmber of
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copies of somo simple elementary book
on arithmetic, contrining a host of ex-
amples, with the answers given all in
the key, such as Trotter’s or Buchan-
an’s. I should like to supplv each pu-
pil with & Dbook. This would furnish
them with employment at home.
Within the last four years and a-half,
since marriage under o Christinn form
was established on my side of the is-
land, I have married 110 couples ; fifty
of these couples have been married
within the last fifteen months, and
twenty-five of them within the last
three months. During the first fifteen
days of the present year I married six-
teen couple.  Thero are at present on
my side of the island not more than
about thirty unmarried marriageable
women, to about 300 unmarried mar-
riageable men. Still the gospelis rapidly
improving tho social condition of this
people.  Four years ago the number of
males exceeded the number of females
by 320, now the difference is only
270, so that Christianity must havoe
saved the lives of fifty females within
that time, or about a hundred over the
whole Island. Under six years of age
the number of boys and girls is equal,
female infanticide is arrested. 1 have
married more than twenty widows, who,
had heathenism continued, would have
all been strangled and cast into the sea
with their husbands; and thereare eight
or ten more widows who are not married
who shouid doubtless have met the
same fate. I trust the female members
of our Church will think of these
facts,—for they are fac:s, and not con-
jectures,—the ~ results established by
carefully collected and accurately pre-
paved statistics,—and that many a wid-
ow’s mite will, on this account, be cast
into the treasury of the Lord for tho
oxtension of his Son’s kingdom, If the
Lord continue to vouchsafs unto us his
blessing, it will Dbe practicable, at no
very distant day, for every man to have
his own wife, as well as for every wo-
man to have her own husband.” We
ublish the bauns only once. This,
rom the smallness of the icland, is suft
ficient to prevent any improper mar-
rigge ; especially as I never marry any
till the fo}]owing Friday; and here, as
in more enlightened lands, gossip with
her hundred tongues, gives full publi-
city to such cvents; and they must live
in some very remote corner, who do
not hear, between the Sabbath and the
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Priday, of any intended marriage.
Besides this, I solemnize all the mar-
viages publicly in the church at the
FYiday prayer-meeting, when, especial-
ly if a marriago is to be celebrated,
there are upwards of three hundred
people present. T have neither private
marriages nov private baplisms: every-
thing is done publicly with us, that
the remembrance of a_ public profession
and the fear of public opinion, may
come in to the aid of a weak or waver-
ing resolution.

Buat while the temporal and social
blessines of Christianity gre so conspic-
uous on this island, we trust that the
Lord in his mercy is communicating
bigher blessings thros gh the instrumen-
tality of Iis word. On Mr Geddie’s
side of the island there are & hundred
and twenty church members, and a
large number of eandidates. On this
side there are ninety; of these, cigh-
teen were admitted "at our last com-
munion. Among those last admitted
were two women, who live about eight
miles distant, who attended my eandi-
dates’ class for eighteen months. The
class meets every Friday when I am at
home: but during all ‘these cighteen
months, the one was absent only twice,
and the other only four times.

The “Jolm Knox’’ has more than re-
alised our expectations.  In December
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Tast wo hauled her up, to be out of dan-
ger during the hwrricane months. Since
that time we had ber put into thorough
ropair, caulked, pzxi,ntod', berths fitted
up, and o neat iron railing put round
the deck, to prevent natives from heing
pitched overboard when she is rolling
m & rough sca.  Last year one or two
natives foll overboard, and but for their
being good swimmers, they might have
leen drowned. Some of the vessels
knecs were found to he loose; these
have been removed, and iron knees put
in their place. She will he launched
again next week, and will go to sen
next month. Mr Geddic has had all
the trouble of getting these repnirs
exccuted. Iappily we obtained the
services of an excellent ship-carponter
and 2 blacksmith, from one of the san-
dalswood establishments on the island.
Mr.IIenry also,one 6f the partnersin the
firm, and himself a first-rate mechanie
—has kindly interested himself in the
repairs of the vessel, and done every-
thing in his power to have her fitted
up in the best possible manner.  Our
prager is, that Ile who holds thie winds
in his fists, and who rules over the
raging waves, may watch over our lit-
tle vessel, and make her to be an in-
gtrument of much good {o the mission.
1 remain, Yours, &e.,
Jon~ IxcLls.

OTHER MISSIONS.

MISSION OF TIIE U. P. CHURCH
IN INDIA.

The Committee on Foreign Missions
baveunder consideration a Report,which
bas been prepared with great care, with
res%mccc to a proper locality for a mission
in India. It points out the missionary
socictics now labouring there, and the
stations which théy oceupy, and de-
scribes nine places which have been sug-
‘gested by gentlemen w 1 acquainted
with the wants of that great country.—
After comparing the claims of these
sugaested fields of labour, it gives the
preference to Ajmere in Rajpootana,
as, on the whole, combining more fully
than any of the other places the qualities
which the seat of a mission should have,
The case comes hefore the Committee
for decision at their meeting on the 24

of November, when some one of the
places deseribed will in all probability be
selected; and, when that is done, the
ground of the choice will beimmediaiely
and fully stated to the church. In the
meantime, the Committee have instruet-
ed the Secretary to issue an appoal in
Lehalf of Tndia, and to ask, in terms of
the minute of Synad, for “at least four
missionaries.”  We now address thoso
students that have just completed their
course at the Ilall, the preachers, and
the young ministers of the church, and
we request them very earnestly and
prayerfully to consider the following
points :—

1. The Strong Claims of India.—
These claims arise from the number of
the people, from their degraded state,
and from the near relationship in which
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they stand to us. The inhabitants of
India are estimated at 180 millions; and
to this vast population there are only
about 400 ordained missionaries, or one
to every half million of the people—an
average equal to five ministers for all
Scotland. _““ What are these among so
many?”’ Every successive thirty years
are sweeping away these 180 millions
into the eternal state, and raising up as
many in their stead, to perish as they
have done, unless those that ha-e the
gospel take pity upon them, and send
nien to tell them of that one Divine
Saviour, by faith in whom alone they
can be saved. All these millions are
sunk ‘n the deepest darkness, and in
the most appalling superstitivns. There
are the Hindus, with their almost count-
less gods, their costly temples, their
cruel, licentious, and debasing, rites,
their noxious caste, and their vile social
customs; there are the Mohammedans,
trusting in o man like themselves,
proud, selfrighteons, and hating Chris-
tianity—the furmer conquerors and rul-
ers of the country, and anxious to regain
their lost dominion; and there are the
various hill tribes, known by many dif-
ferent names, the ruins of the ancient
inhabitants of India, all of them not
merely immersed in the lowest deprav-
ity, but many of them professed traders
in human blood. With regard to all
these races, it may be said that Satan,
working on the strong wickednessof the
carnal heart, and through the agency of
the acute meatal facilities of the people,
has, 1n the course of ages, woven a sys-
tem of religious rites, the mam features
of which are falschood, ecruclty, and
pollution, and which keeps his victims
¢ under the power of darkpess.” Fast
bound in the chains of the evil one, they
appeal to us for pity and for help. The
cry that went up from the oppressed
Israclites in Egypt, was but a whisper
in comparison with that which arises
from all parts of India. And this ter-
rible ery comes from those whom we
have subdued, and whom we are keep-
ing under éur sway by furce of arms.—
We have assumed the responsibility of
them; they are our subjects; we have
that gospel which can give them rest,
peace, and salvation; and surely, then,
we shall contract very deep guiﬁ, if we
“forbear to deliver” those millions “that
are being drawn unto death, and that
are ready to be slain.”
2. Zhe Encouragements for Mission-
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ary Work in India.—These ariso from
the free access thatishad to the people,
from the fruits of the literary labours of
the missionarics, and from the gréeat re-
wards that may be won there, “All the
missionaries testify that, before the late
outbreak, they could with the utmost
safety traverse all parts of the country,
visiting all the people in the large towns,
at their heathen temples, their religious
fairs, and in the villages and country
disiricts.  British protection was an
effectual shield to them in all their jour-
neys. And everywhere they tound mul-
titudes prepared to hear them. In many
places the people were ready to dispute
their statements, and to defead their
own systems; but there was no difficulty
felt in obtaining an audience. Aund
whatever might be the fea sentertained
by the natives ot compulsory conversion
on the part of the Government, aud the
effect which such an idea had jiun stir-
ring up opposition to the ruling powers
—an idea not unnatural in the case of
those whose traditions informed them of
the coercive measures of the Moslem
conquerors—there is the fullest evidence
to prove that they welcumed spontanc-
vus Christian persuasion, and never took
offence at those who sought, hy arzu-
ment and personal instruction, to gain
their assent to the doctrines of the gos-
pel.  We have of late read o great deal
about India, and it scems to us that the
proofs which come from all gquarters go
to show,. that the natives, attached as
they are to their own systems, wonder
at and despise those Furopeans who,
bearing the name of Christians, counte-
nance and aid in any way their religi-
ous worship; and that, on the other
hand, they regard with favour those
who openly avow their Christianity, act
in accordance with its principles, and
who labour even to make converts, It
it is true that, in the late disturbances,
some of the missionarics and nativo
Christians have lost their lives; but, from
the accounts which we have seen, we
are disposed to say, that it was because
they were found in the society of the
British officers and residents, whom they
regarded as their oppressors; and that,
with the exception of a few bigotted
Mohammedans, there does not appear
to be anything to intimato that hos ility
was directed against the Christians,
simply as Christians.  This is a matter
of great importance, and it is full of
encouragement,—as it assures us that,
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when the insurrection shall be fully,
quelled, & wide door of usefulucss will
be opened to the servants of the Lord in
all parts of Indin. Again, there is the
encouragement which springs from the
labours of the missionaries who have
been in the field. The value of these
labours is not to be estimated Ly the
twenty thousand converts that now exist
in the various mission fields. It rests
rather on the consideration that these
labours, viewed as preparatory, have ac-
cumulated literary materials, which will
render the work of their successors com-
paratively easy. Grammars, dictionar-
1es, and elementary treatises have been
framed in all the leading languages; the
entire Seriptures have been translated
into ten languages, and the New Testa-
ment into five more; and useful religious
books and tracts have been provided in
all these tongues. No one can peruse
the admirable pamphlet of the Rev. Jo-
seph Mullens, entitled, ‘““The Results of
Missionary Labour in India,” without
being very deeply impressed witha sense
of the great worth and success of the
preparatory work of missions in that
country. Men of bigh ability and ex-
tensive learning have, with unwearied
diligence—guided by devout piety and
zeal—mastered nearly all the languages
of India, and conveyed into not afew of
them “the living and life-giving oracles
of God.”” Nor is this all. " These alle
and devoted missionaries have, by the
circulation of the Scriptures and of re-
ligious tracts in the vernacular tongues,
by their public addresses, their itinerat-
ing labours, and their numerous schools,
brought the principal truths of the Chris-
tian faith before the minds of vast
-.umbers of the people. The divine ori-
gin and uncompromising character of
Christ-iauity have been made widely
known. The claims of Jesus, as the
only Savieur, have been heard even at
the shrine of their temples; and the
conviction is growing in the minds of
myriads, that the reign of their systems
of worship is near an end. The mis-
sionaries have thus sowed the sced; and
the invitation is now held out to others
to “‘enter 1 «to their labours, and to ga-
ther fruit unto eternal life.” And, still
further, there isthe encouragement that
cumes from the great rewards that are
here to to won.  India is now the chief
v 2'i of enterprise for British youth., It
is the place to which our educated young
men, boti* civil and military, are looking
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for officc and emolument. So much is
this the case, that, since competitive ex-
amination was set up as the passport to
office there, the leading seminaries and
universities in the empire are directing
the attention of their students to those
branches of knowledge, acquaintance
with which will ensure success in the
day of trial. Many men have in India
won distinguished reputations, both as
soldiersand ascivilians,and havereturn-
ed to this country loaded with honours;
and there is not a doubt that net a few
of those young men that are leaving our
shores in such numbers, are cherishing
the expectation that they too will acquire
fame, rank, and wealth. The ambition
is laudable, and, if rightly directed, may
lead to good. But thereis another class
of men thatthave also gained high repu-
tations in India. ‘There have been, and
there are, great missionaries there; men
whose names are hallowed in the chureh,
that shine with the lustre of the sanctu-
ary,and thatare wellknown in heaven.—
We address those whose ambition ex-
tends heyond the limits of earth and
time, who have given themselves to
Christ, their Lord, who esteem spiritual
riches and honours, and whose great
aim it is, in their onelife, to do as much
ag they can for the glory of that Divine
and gracious Saviour whom they love
and serve. Their desire is to approve
themselves unto God, to do good to their
fellow-men and to realize that kind of
famo that “will rise in the resurrection
mors,” and grow in brightness even in
the heavenly state. Iow wide is the
field which India offers for gratifying
such holy aspirations! The evangeli-
sation of its 180 millions would task the
energies even of a band of archangels ;
and most gladly would thev uniertake
it, were they permitted to do so. It
may well satisfy, therefore, the longings
of the greatest and the hest of the chil-
dren of men. But, additional to the
ordinary interest and the rewards of
missionary work, the yousg men to
whom we speak, have now the.oppor-
tunity to become the founders$f & pew
mission, and to bear the same xélation-
ship to the field which may be chosen,
as that which Swartz bears to Scuthérn
India, Carey to Central Bengal, -and
Judson to Burmah. The stars that come
out first in the nocturnal sky are the
brightest and the best seen, and their
splendour appears the greater when
compared with the light of those that

‘.
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{ollow them : and so is it in the mission
field, The founders of a mission abtain
a place in the hearts and memnwories of
the people. whirh nosubsequeut labour-
¢z, however gifted, ean sccure.—T0 I,
Jeee. for November.

SUBSCRIBERS TO LME INDIA MISSION GUARANKTES

FUND.

A Friend who prefers withholding
his name, L.1000 for 1st year.

Tor succeeding 4 years, 600 cach.
Messrs. J. and D. Paton, Till-
coultry. 300 for § year.

g
With 1.230 for outfit 1st year.
B. Hali Biyth, =5q., Edinburgh,
John Millar, Xsq., Edinburgh,
James Morton, k., Greenock,
James Marshall, 5q., Leith,
Rubert G.lehrist, Eeq., Bhnwood,
homas J. Dunn, Esq., Melrose,
Allas Freer, Esq., do.
R. Hapnay, Esq., Ulverston, g
Wm. Ford, Esq., Leith,
W. J. Ford. Esq., Edinburgh,
‘Thomas Scott, Esq., Whitton,
Peter Hamilton, Esq , Glasgow, 10 for § years.
Andrew Dunn, Esq., Glasgow, 10 for 5 years.
VWilliam Oliphant, Ksq.,Edinburgh, 10 for 5 ycars
James Baikie, Esq., Tankerness, 5 for § years.
James Ford, Esq , Leith, § for 5 years.
James Duucan, Esq.,’ Edinburgh, 6 for § years.
William Lawmbie, Esq., Mauchline, & for 5 years.
James Brown, Esq., Glasgow, 5 for 4 years.
Joha Marrison, Esq , Glasgow, 5 for 3 years,
John Wilson, Esq , Denonyloanhead, 5 till he sees
causes to alter it
Professor Easton, M. D., Glasgow, 2, 2s. for § yrs.
Thomas Darling, Esq., Middleton. 1 for d years.
James Brown, E:q., Glasgow, 1 for § years.
Friends, per 'Lreasurer, 130 for 5 years.

100 for 5 years.
60 for 4 years.
30 for § yeavs.
23 for § years.
20 1st year.
10 for 3 yeara,
10 for 3 years.
10 for 1st year.
10 for 5 years.
10 for & years.
10 for 5 years.

IN RAJPOOTANA, PREFERRED
AND RECOMMENDED.

‘We {feel on the whole, though with
hesitation and difficulty, disposed to
prefer and recommend Ajmere. All
who speak of it describe it as an impor-
tant and inviting field of labor. M.
Wylie says, in one of his letters, “Itis
u most interesting field.”” The Rev. J.
Owen, who has laboured at Agra for a
number of years, suggests and recom-
mends it.  Dr 1. Leckie, who resided
in Ajmere for sume time, and who
knows it well, says, I certainly would
recommend the United Preshyterian
Church to leave Bengal, and establish
ahew'mission in Upper India at Luck-
now or Ajmere.”  We regard itasa
circumstance of special 1mportance,
that tlic Rev. Dr Wilson of Bombay,
who ‘has long resided in India, and
who i3 thoronghly acquainted with its
wants and its claims, has at once nam-
ed Rajpootana “as about the Lest ficld,”
The Rev. J. M. Mitchell, in a passage
already quoted, says, ““If no mission
has heen begun or projected, certainly
Rujpovtana has strong claims. Nec-

AJMERE,
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much and Qudeypore are fitted to he
good ceutres of Rajpootana—Asuern
BEST OF aLL”  And the Rev. J. Mul.
lens who kindly attended the meetin
of the Forcign Committee on the 5th
of October, and gave a deeply interest-
ing and instractive account of mission-
ary work in India, and of the best and
most inviting vacant fields, =aid then,
and subsequently to the secretary, that
the more he thought of Aimere, e was
the more persuaded that it was a very
eligible scene of missionary labours.
jmere seems to combine, more than
any of the other places named, the
qualities which we have stated as re-
quired in & proper locality :—1. It is
distant, but it is aeccessible. Its dis-
tance, and its being somewhat removed
from the great highway Dbetween tho
southern and northern provinces, are
the only objections that we feel in re-
gard to 1t.  But there is a road to it
from Agra, which is distant from it 230
miles. And when the present rebellion
is fully suppressed, and order is again
restored, there will exist {ree and full
communication between Agra and Cal-
cutta;—indeed, we believe, that a rail-
road between these places has leen
projected,—as the growing importance
of the northern provinees will make it
dutiful on the part of the Governmentto
see that the speediest and best means of
intercourse are keptup. 2. It is central.
Ajmere, which has 25,000 inhabitants,
will afford 2 base of operations from
which the missionaries can extend their
agency into the whole distriet, with its
gopulation of 225,000; and, as we
ave said, it opens the way into Rajpuot-
ana, with its numerous towns and states,
all destitute of the gospel. 3. It isin
the midst of an energetic people. The
very character of the town, with its
stone walls, gates, and temples, and its
handsome streets, bazaars, and houses,
proves this fact. The elevated and
northern nature of the region, 2000 fuet
above the Jevel of the sea, and in the
27th degree of latitude, would Iead us
to expect that it ~vould be inhabited by
a more robust, active and enterprising
race, than those who dwell in the Lurn-
ing plains of Bengal. Aud this is the
character of the people. The Rajpuuts
were the Chivalry of Northern India.
They are a race of high blood, proud,
independent, and warlike, whose ladies
considered themselves scarcely mated
according to their rank even when mar-
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ried to the Emperor of Delhi.  Mr. which T have spoken, is there not only
Montgomery Martin, in his work on the agrecable, hut sometimes actually cold.
“ British Colonies,” calls them “the The rains are moderate : and there 18
ligh-spirited Rajpoots:” and Mr Mur- aa clasticity in the air, o deep, bright,
ray, in his * British Iudia,” speaks of matchless blueness in the sky, a golden
them in the highest: terms, as a Lrave light which elothes even the most gnin-
and gallant people, and as being *“the ute abjects with beauty and radiance,
only large class of natives, who, amid and a hreeze so cool, ealm, and bracing,
#0 many revolutions, have preserved an as w  render the country singularly
almost complete independence.””  There propitious to every worlk of art, and ev-
is no limit to the good which such a cry natural feature of the scenery, and
people would achieve, if brought under muve exhilarating than can he express-
the exeiting power of the gospel.  For ed to u person coming, as 1 then was,
may we net declare, that the men who, from the close heats and dripping thick-
ns daring cavalry, rode forth to battle, ets of Bengal during the rains, This
and wielded their swords in defence of difference, Indeed, is felt by cvery liv-
their liberties, would be ready, as the ing thing. The animals of Upper To-
soldiers of Christ, to use with equal dia are all larger aund of better quality
energy the sword of the Spivit'in enlar- than those of Bengal. The natives are
ging his kingdom? Or, “that the des- a taller, handsomer, and more manly
cendants of those who reared the mas- race.  And Buropeans, who all, when
slve and splendid structures which Aj- in Caleutta, look like kid-skin gloves,
mere contains, will, hy God’s grace, Ja- and seem as if they had been boiled,
bour assiduously to huild up the temple recover here their natural complexien,
of the Lord ? 4. It does not interfere and firmnuess of flesh and muscllc, as if
with the labours of others. The ficld they bad returned to ther own country.
is entirely unoccupied. As the Rev. J. Bven here, however, the sun, during
M. Mitchell intimates, in one of the the greuter part of the day, is too
cited passages of his letter, that he had fieree to be confronted withe impunity ;
heard that one of the Church mission- and the annual prevalence and fury of
wies had, within these two or three the hot winds, which Dblow during
years, gone to Ajmere, a note of inquiry  March, April, May, and part of June,
was addressed by ug tothe Rev, W. for cighteen hours out of the twenty-
Enight, one of the secretaries of the four, like the stream of air from a eread
Church Missionary Society. The fol- blast furnace, is regarded as a plague,
lowing is Mr Knight's reply, dated which more than counter-halances tho
London, 13th October: — “We re- superiority of these provinces in other
joice much at the pruspect of your resi)ects;:md are no less destructive
churcl’s establishing a nussion in In- both to comfort and to health than an

Jia. Our brother, Mr French of Agru, thing to be endured in Caleutta.  Still,
has often visited Ajmere, and casts o if I had my choice, itis here that I
longing eye at it; buf there is ample would pitch my tent, in the neighbour-
room for all; and we bid you God-speed houd of Mecrat, the most considerable
in the selection of Rajpootana—a field of our northern stations, and with the
of much hopefulness and much destitu- power of migrating every year durin,

tion. We regard such central points the hot winds to the lofty valleys o

as Ajmere or Benares, as common the Dhoon, about 150 miles off, where
ground for all missionary bodies; though the breath of the furnace is said to be
alas, in the former case, thereismnot but little felt, and where the view of
on¢ representative of the Christian the Ilimalaya, with its eternal snows,
church there; and it may be long before is of itself enough to communicate o
we can find the men to extend the work comparative coolness.”’—Vol. ii., pp.
into that region.” 5.1t is compnratively 308, 309. Perhaps, as Ajmere is sita-
healthy.”  And bishop Ileber gives the ated on the cast side of the Avayuli
fullowing graphic account of the climate range of Mountains, and as i is encir-
of Rajpootana and the Upper Provic- cled by hills of considerable height, it
ees :—* OF the Upper Provinees, Be- may not be so much exposed, as somg
har, Oude, the Doab, Rohileund, and otlicr places, to this scorching blast.
Rajpootana, Iwas myself disposed to And, finally, itis distinctive. 1t isa
farm o very favourable judgement. The field nut only by itsclf, having a dis-
wenthor, durisg the five months of tinct character about it; but it will
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stand outso in the estimasion of the
euple, and will, on this account, draw
to itself special atteution and intercst.
We may add, that the language spoken
there 1s, we believe, llinduli; and
-though the materials which exist in that
tongne for aiding the missionary, such
a8 grammars, dictionaries, translations
of t%xe Scriptures, books, and tracts, are
not so abundant as in the Hindostani or
Bengali, yet enough of those will be
found to facilitate the acquisition of the
language. The entire Scriptures have
heen translated into ten languages in
India, and onc of these is the Hindui.
Should the Committee approve of Aj-
mcre as the locality of our mission in
India, and should our agents go forth
with the design of settling there, we
trust that it will not be with them as it
was with Paul when he essayed to go
into Bithynia, that *“the Spirit of the
Lord will not suffer them ;” or as it was
with the same apostle in another case,
that “Satan will hinder them.” On
the contrary, we cherish the expectation
that, as this work is undertaken in
ohedience to the dommand of the Di-
vine Saviour, and with the view of pro-
moting his glory in the sealvation of
Ferishing sinners, the Lord will go be-
ure them, removing all difficulties ou?
of the way ; spread over them the shield
of his gracious providence ; grant them
favor in the eyes of the natives; give
them not only in Ajmere a multitude
as his people, and as their joy and re-
ward, but make them messengers of glad
tidings to the benighted thousands in
the distriets around, and enable them
to establish an agency which shall cover
all those regions with the light of the
gespel, :mc’lg aid very materially in ful-
filling the great promise—* Many shall
come from the east, and shall sit down
with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob in
the kingdom of heaven.”

HINUTE OF THE COMMITTEE ON FOBEIGN
MISSIONS.

Ldinburgk, 5, Queen. St. 24 Nov. 1858.

... “After full and prayerfal delibera-
Jion, the Committee approved of the
Report submitted by she Secretary;
made choice of Ajmere, in Rajpootana,
‘as a suitable place for commencing &
mission in India; resolved o send the
misssonaries that may be sccepted to
that locality, unless subsequent infor-
matien which mey he obtained in this
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country, or by the missionaries aftor
their arrival in India, shall make it du-
tiful for the Committee obviously to
grefer another field ; and instructed the

ccretary to publish the Report, along
with this resolution, in the December
Record, for the information nnd satis-
faction of the Church.”

ADDITIONAL TESTIMONIES J§ FAVOUR OF
AJMERE.

H. Carre Tucker, Esq. the Seeretar
of the London Christian Vernacular Kd-
ucation Scciety for India—a gentleman
who resided for twenty-seven years in
India, took a deep interest in missions,
and is well acquainted with the north-
ern provinces—says, in a letter dated
4th November, “1 am very glad that
your Church has selected Ajmere, in
the heart of Rajpootana. X ‘think the
choice an admirable one. It will give
you a large and clear field, among o
very fine population, considerably re-
moved from European Society.” ~And
Dr R. W. Macaulay, who succeeded Dr
Leckie at Ajmere, says, in a letter da
ted 12th November, “I quite agree with
my friead, Dr T. Leckie, that Lucknow
and Ajmere are the two best places;
and, under all circumstances, crhaps
Ajmere is the better of-the two.” Aftor
describing the routes and the mode of
conveyance from Agra and Bombay, Dr
M. states, “The climate of Ajmera,
and Rajpootana generally, is decided]
good, and pleasanter than Meerut nng
other, favorite stations in the north-west.
The’edld season does not last so longs as
in the north-west; but the hot winds
blow more steadily, and the rainy seas-
on is much more agrecable. Bishop
Heber is quite wrong in saying that
the hot winds are ‘regarded as a plague,’
and ¢ destructive hoth to comfort and to
health.” On the contrary the hot season
is_the_healthiest in the whole yeas,
when direct exposure to the sun’s rays
can be avoided; and when the hos
winds blow steadily, the house can be
kept at the very bearable temperature
of from 80° to 85°.” Dr M. seys that
these hot winds blow all April, May,
and nearly all June; that the rainy
season lasts from June to September,
but that «the fall of rain is smat), the
average not being, he thinks, above 14
inches; that ““ in October the mornin
and evenings are pleasantly cool ; in No-
vember, cloth cluthes can be worn dur-
ing theday; and that in December, Jag-
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uary, and Febuary, the climate is cloar
cold, and good in every way, and one
can be in the open air all day. Ho
adds, Before I left, in the end of 1851,
we had established Government achools

nd I believe there is now a college,
with a Principal and one or two Eng-
lish masters. There are also plenty of

The Missionary Iegister.

3t

village schools in all the distriets, where
Hindostani is taught.  There is also as
Ajmere a civil surgeon, and the mili-
tary station of Nusscrabad is onl
twelve mijles distant.  The town of Aj-
mere has about 20,000 inhabitants, ang,
the people arc flourishing and indepene
dent,

NEWS OF THE CHURCH.

RE-OPENING OF POPLAR GROVE
CHURCIL.

This building was re-opened for pub-~
lic worship on the last Sahbath of the
year. Asit is not yet quite finished
tuside, we omit ull description of the
change which it has undergon, farther
than to say that while it presents an
improved appearance exfernally, it is so
completely re-modelled internally, that no
one would recognize, in the large and
handsome interior, any similarity, to
what the Church formerly was.

The opening services were conducted
by the pastor, and by the Rov. . Sedge-
wick Musquodoboit. In the morning
the Rev. Mr. MeGregor. after invoking
the Divine Presence during the day,
and after the congregation had sung the
100th Psalm to the venerable Old Hun-
dred,—read the prayer of Solomon at the
dedication of the temple, and also the

. 84th Psalm; and then led the devotions

of the congregation, entreating that they
might be Iargely blessed with spiritual
influences, and be enabled to enter on
an colarged sphere of usefulness: that
there many sinners might be led to ask
the way to Zion, many apxious inquir-
ers directed to Christ, and God’s povple
be continually refreshed and strength-
eed. The sermon was from Lev. ch.
th, v. 24. ¢ Ye shall keep my Sab-
baths and reverence my sanctuary ; I am
the Lord 3 and while the Divine Insti-
ntion of the Lord’s Day and of the
Sanctuary were being proved, and the
puvileges and  blessings of those who
us¢ them according to Divine appoint-
ment, were being illustrated from serip-
ture and human experience, the deepest
solemnity and attention prevaded the
larze and intelligent assembly.

The Rev. Mr. Sedgewick preached in
the afternoon and evening to o large and
most attentive audience,—choosing, in
the afternoon, the closing vorses of the
%th Psalm, and in tho evening, Epb.

ch. v. 19th. 22nd. These discourses
were replete with vitally importany
truths, well timed, and in all respects
appropriate.

T ¢ collection taken at the door am-
ounted to £34, and on the next evening
the competition for Pews (although there
was no sele of property) amounted to
about £100,

We are happy to learn that the Ladics
of the same Chureh realized £60, as the
results of their half-yearly sale of useful
and faney articles, on the Monday after-
noun and evening after the re-opening.
—P. Witness.

MEETING OF IIALIFAX PRESBY-
TERY.

TheePresbytery of IHalifax in conece-
tion with the Preshyterian Church of
Nova Scotia met in Halifax on the 2~th
and 20th ult. Present—Rev. P, G. Mc-~
Gregor, Moderator, Rev.J. L. Murdoch,
Rev. J. Cameron, Rev. R. Sedgewick
and Rev. J. A, Murray, ministers.

The Moderatar reported that he had
%rcsided aceording to appointment of

resbytery at the moderating in of a
call in the month of November, at New-
port, and that the congregation were
unanimous in addressing the call to the
Rev. Jonn M. McLeod of St. Eleanors.
The call, after being signéd by those
Kresent at the meeting, was left in the

ands of the Elders to receive addition-
al signatures, and had not yet been for-
warded. The Clerk was directed to
write to the parties having charge of
the call to see and have it forwarded to
next meeting of Presbytery, which will
be held in Halifax on the 2nd Tussdey
of March.

The chief business of Presbytery
the receiving of the esercises of ME.
Thomas Sedgewick, prescribed as trials
for license. These consisted of a lecture
from’ Luke ix. 28—37, a popular sermon
from Epistle to Phil. ch. 4, v. 19, and
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exereise vith additiens frem el 1.6
—8, twether with examinations on
Grock. Hebrew and Chareh 1listory.—
Al these exereises Leing highly satis-
fictory to the Preshytery it was unani-
monsly agreed to licease, Mr. Sedge
wick, having given his assent tfo the
Gaestivns of the Pormula rovided {or
guch exees, the Moderator declarad him
ticensed by prench the merlasting gospict
and e asuitable ehowge to the young
Veentinte,  I'rayer wig sithsoquently
offered that the Great Head of the
Giwreh niight furnish him largely with
spiritual gifts, and make himan instro-

ment of turning many souls to vighte-
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ousnesy, and of largely henefitting tho
Chureh and cause of the Redeemer.

Mur. Sedgewick was appointed to sups

ply the congregation of Newport durin;{
the month of January, thence to proeee
to Sheet Harbour should he be continu-
ed by the Board of ome Missions ‘any
longer under the charge of the Preshy-
tery. Rev, James Waddell was appoind
o to supply the congregation of” New-
ort during the month of February.—
Mre. Waddell was farther appointed to
supply  Clyde River, Barrington and
(‘ape Sable I<land during March and
April, should the contemplated division
of Shelburne congregation take plaos
prior to that time.—Ch., Witness.

NOTICES, ACKNOWLEDGMENTS, &c.

The agent acknowledges the Receipt of

the fullowing sums for the Tegister and
nstructor :

hs. 0d.

Trom Hiram Blanchavd £
“  (eo, C. Lawrencs b
#  Robert Trotter 50
#  Rev. Ko 8 Patterson 2.0 0

“  Geo. Ballentyse

“ Wev. Wm, Reir i
“  Robt. E. Randelph

« Inhn MeDonald

«  Ruthe Wier

fish

.

Jé

sicKoy
“  Wm. Chamberz
W Mr. Alex. A, Swith
“«  Hiram Smith
“ e, Proctor
«  John Miller, scar.
“  Thos, Tich
«  James McCallum
“  Willimn Hall
“  Robert MceDonald
John A. MeDonald
# W, MeNeil
Picton Subseription Hst
Pictor, January 21, 1859,
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BOARDS, AND STANDING COMMIT-
THES, &c. T

Board of Home AMissions.—Rev. Messrs,
Patierson,Metilveray, Walker and Thomson,
together with Messrs. Anthony Collic, Colin
McInnis, Hugh MeXay, and Daniel Camer-
on, Ruling Elders, Rev. Georgo Patterson,
Seeretary.

Board of Foreign Missions.—~Rev. Messrs.
Baxter, Roy, Bayne, Waddell, and Roddick,
and Messrs. D. McCurdy, Jobn McKay,
James Iraser, §. Tattric, and George Mec-
Connell, Ruling Elders. Sccrotary—Rev. J.
Boyne.

Seminary Board.~—The Professors, ex offi-
olo. Rev. Messrs, McCulloch, Baxter, .

Roess. Wylie, Cameron, McKay and Currle,
and Messrs, Robert Smith, David McCurdy,
Tsaae Pleming, William MeKim, TFleminyg
Blanchard, and Adam Dickio. Mr McCuf
loch, Convenor: Rev. E, Rogs, Secrotary.

Committee of Bills and Qverturce.—Rey.
Messes. Bayne, Roy and McGilveray, and M.
James McGregor.  Mr Bayne, Convener.

Committee on Union withthe Free Churche—
Rev. Messrs. Metregor, (Convener,) Mur-
doh, Sedgewick, Cameron, McCulloch, J.
Rrss and Bayne, and Messrs. C. Robson and
. MeCurdy, Ruling Elders. X

(leneral Treasurer for «ll Synodical Funds.
—Abram Patterson, Isq., Pictou.

2eceiver of Contributions to the Schemes of
the Church.—James MeCallum, Esq., P. B
Island, and Mr R. Smith, Merchant, Trurp.

Commitlee to Audit dccounts.—Rev. Q.
Walker, and Messrs. Roderick MeGregor,
dan Alex. Fraser of New (ilasgow. Rov. G.
Walker, Convener,

Committee on Colportage~Rev. John X
Baxter, Rev. B. Ross, and Messrs. Isaac Ld-
gan and Jasper Crow.

Receiver of Goods for Foreign Mission
and Agenl for Register—Mr James Patter-
son, Bookseller, Pictou.

TERMS OF THE INSTRUCTOR AND
. REGISTER.

IxsTrretor ASD REGISTER, single copies
5s. each.  Any persoun ordering six copies or
more, and becoming responsible for tho pay-
ment, will. receive one free for every six se
ordered, or to state the matter in another
form, for every soven ordored he will only be
roquired to pay for six. For Register, single
copies, 1s. 6d. each, six copies or more to one
address at 1s. 3d. each, and one additional
for every twelve ordered.

Orders and Remittances to bo forwardod
to Mr James Patterson, Bookseller, Picton.
Remittanees may also be sent to the Synod
Troasurer.




