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Specrlative Stamps.

FIRsT PAPER.

BY THE EDITOR.

11.315LY  has degenerated of late years and the reason is nof
very far to seek. The general run of approval sheets sent out
to-day are filled with the most miserable class of truck, and teem
with the speculative label ip all its several forms.  Packets are beneath
our invective There are 2 few Hirms (and they are the saving
grace of our pursuit), whore sheets are a pleasure to obtain, but
these, alas, are small in number Collectors are largely to blame
for the unfortunate state of modern collecting, for they pass by the
twenty-five per cent. sheet and give the preference to the widely
advertised fifty per cent. approvals.  No reputable firm can supply
1epmtable stamps at fifty per cent,—we commend this statement to
the consideration of our readers.  Sheets for beginners can, it is true,
be prepared at filty per cent. discount from ecatalogue, but for the
average collector it is folly to stick to the cheap truck that is dished
out at half Scott.

In reviewing these dark days of philately, we must not overlook
the fact that Messrs. Scott themselves are due a share of the blame.
Collectors have gotten fo look to Scott’s Catalogue as an absolutely
correct index of the value of stamps, and we are bound to say that we
don’t think Mc-srs. Scott have always acted in the best inierests of
collectors.  There is too much booming, and a too great increase in
the catalogne valnation of stamps. Kvery year the divergence
between the catalogue price and the actual supply-and-demand value
is widening.  And it is this ever upward movement in price that is
continually working mischief both for the dealer who sells and the
collectur who bnys—it is the jugernaut that is the cause of more than
one of the nany ills that has fallen on our hobby.

The issuance of speculative stamps by little two-cent governments
is fraught, with most serious danger to philately. These governments
will sell you their stamps unused at a fraction of face ; they will sell
them cancelled to order; or they will surcharge them while you wait.
They are very cbliging and all that—they aim fo please. Many large
dealers (who should be shunnned by collectors as a pestilence) take
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advantage of the opportunities offered by the petty states, and enter
as equal partners with them in schemes for the enmrichment of them-
selves to the detriment and luss of the community at large.

True, Messis. Scott have a little corner in their catalogue where
they pretend to consign the speculative. frandulent and unnecessary
issues, but what a farce it i+!  Why single out a few dozen of such
issues and leave @ lundred of similar nature in the body of the
catalogue purporting to be legitimate issues? Why not do the thing
honestly and thoroughly, and brand the Seebeck’s and the miserable
commemorative issues, and the unnecewsary values and all of that ilk,
by their true name?

T am not philatelist enough to put Seebecl\ s in my album,” said
a prominent philatelist to the wiiter a few months ago. Whata
world of wisdom is expressed in this gmaint assertion.  Were all
other collectors like you, Mr C., philately had been better off. A
man who would collect Seeteck’s would collect discarded liver pads.
The Seebeck evil is one the greatest we have to contend with, and it
is pleasing to note that the tide of public opinion iz setting steadily
against it.

So imminent and pressing hos the danger become, that prompj
action seems necessary. A determined effort would stamp out the
speculative hydra. If no Seebecks, remainders, or speculative ssues
were admitted on the exchange books of our societies, and it pub-
lishers refused to print advertisements offering such for sale, success
would be assured. The means for giving speculators in postal issues
their quietus lies right in the hands of the philatelic community ;
if they know their own interests, and act upon this knowledge,
the matter is settled.

With this spectre laid, philately could progress on a healthy
basis, and could reasonably expect a rapid evelution in the right

direction.
——— D e

The Conventions.

HE result of the Dominion Ihilatelic Association convention was
the election of the Muirhead Ticket by good majorities, the only
defeat being that of Mr. Bishop in his candidature for Vice President
of the United States. Thisis the Association’s loss, not Mr. Bishop's
and we regret very much that a better choice was not made. The
vote was taken by proxies, a very unsatisfactory method. As a
result of this wethod, the vote was small. With the exception of
Mr. Severn, the other side was very much not in it; a practical back-
down was made before the Convention, owing to inability to get
candidates. No readable account of the Convention has as yet
appeared, and we are forced to gn to press without same. TIhe
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Convention was harmonious throughout. A vote of thanks was
passed to Mr. A. H. Adams (in which we heartily concur) for the
efficient manner in which he handleld the Secretary’s office during his
term.  We trust Mr. Graham, the vewly elected Secretary will prove
a worthy suceessor to Mr. Adams,

The P. S. of A. convention resulted in the triumph of the
redoubtable Kissinger and his satelites. New York was chosen for
"98 convention sest by a fair majority, a fact that will greatly injure
the society. The Convention we are informed decidedly lacked the
snap and go of former years. Of the 143 proxies present, My,
Kissinger and his man Mr. McDermott held 78, which constitutes a
majority. The popular secretary. Mr. Beamish, who is a Kissinger
man held 15 more, while Mr. Herbsi of the N. Y. Philatelist claimed
25.  The election of Mr. Green was expected, and a good thing. 1f
there is anything that will help the P. 8. of A to live through
another year, it is Mr. Green’s department

* LD P .

Halifax, 1898,

The Metropolis of Eastern Canada wants the b, P. 4, Meet.

oMINATIONS ate asked for next yemrs Convention Seat of the
Dominion Philatelic Association, and Halifax has been named.
The numerous attractions of IHalifax wake it a peculiarly fit place for
the Convention, and we trust it will receive the hearty support of the
members. Our climate in summer is that of paradise. It is freely
acknowledged by our Upper Canadian friends that Halifax is justly
entitled to next year’s Meet, for have we not on two other occasions
gracefully yielded to the wishes of other cities? With a population
in the present year of grace, in the city alone, of 48,534, not to
mention the adjoining town of 7,000 people, we feel that we can
entertain visitors to the Convention very nicely. Anyone with a
liking for war and the habiliments thercof (we detest such things
ourselves), can find here such a mixture of big guns, forts, battle-
ships, and military playthings, that cannot de equalled elsewhere.
Come to Halifax and see the forvest of masts, and the H. P. M.
building; come and see Bunthorn, J. Holt, and Inspector Banks.
Vote for Halifax 1898, and a grand good time with the extras is
assured.
———— e —————

s the A. P. A, alive or dead? It's strange, but half the members
don't know what the name of the organization is. The coming
grand spectacular convention will no doubt settla the matter.
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THE HALIFAX PHILATELIC MAGAZINE.
PUBLISHED GNCE EVERY MONTII.

SUBSCRIPTIONS—15 cents per yaar to Canada, United States, and Newfoundland;
other countries, 25 cents,  Unused stamps, Jow deneminations, aecepted,

ADVERTISING—{0 cents per inch por inscrtion,  Speejal contract rates for large
space,

BACK NUMBERs=Vol I.. Nos, 1 and 2010 cents each, Nos, 3045, and 6.5 cents eaeh,
Numbers of current volume., 5 cents cach,

RENEWALS=If this paragraph iz marked. your subscription has expired,  Prompt
renewal is requested.

EXCHANGE=With all papers. Send two copies,

CORRESPONDENCE—We are at all times glad to hear from our subseribers and
others,  Letters requiring an an:wer should be accompanicd by return
postage. «

Address all communications—
HALIFAX PHILATELIC MAGAZINE,
Halifax, Nova Scotia.

- e A A — S AN ANl PP AP PSS NS P AP A AP
A, MUDMMUIRIEA D, - - - - . - - Editor.
EDp. A. WHALEN, - - - - . - Associate Editor.

e~

W E meet our readers in somewhat improved form this moneh, and

hope to appear promptly on the first of every month hereaiier.
For whatever of success we have achieved, we are duly grateful, but
cap stand a little more of it, we think.

Ed b

x®

WE should all lend a hand to the saving of the S8 of P., lately sV

near dissolution.  An uvseemly wiangle between Mr Miller
the secretary, and Mr. Maitin, publisher of the official organ, has
diverted us of late, and we are not cal'ed upen to setile the dispute.
The trustee. have appointed the dwmericarn Collector as official vigan,
and Mr. J. F. Dodge is secretary.  Mr. Dodge writes that he has
purchased the American Collector and will immediately resume its
publication.  The salvage of the society will therefore vest tv some
extent with Mr. Dudge, 12 whom this MacazINE bas unbounded
confidence. The new secretary asks the co-operation of the members
in his efforts to Jaunch the goed old ship once more. The S. of P.
was the pioneer exponent of low dues, it lead the way for other
organizations to prosper, and now in these sturmy times when danger
is imminent, let there be no deserting from the greatest philatelic
society in America.

® %

"

"
CAN anyone supply us with the addiess of Mr. Fred Koors? This

zentleman placed his subscription with us some mouths ago, but
his Jetter was wmislaid. If anyone will kindly communicate his
address, we shall be greatly obliged, and will try and make amends
to Mr. Koors for our negligence,
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ALIFax for 1898 D. P A. Convention ; there is no other place.
We are sorry to see that some of our friends in upper Canada,
in defiance of the rights of the east, ave trying to patch up a Hamilton
hoom. or some other kind of a hoom  The first Convention was at
Toronto, the next at Rerlin (these places are within sixty miles of
each other), and now some people want to have the next Convention
next door, too. This is grossly unfair to Eastetn Canada and would
Le the very worst thing that conld happen tothe D. P. A.  We feel
casier after having written the above.

Literary Notes.

THE Stwmpman comes to us and we arve glad. Surely, Mr. Osgood,
you are one of the several editors of the Stamp, which was wont to
make things hum in the old days? We have no papers now to fill
the place of the Stamp. the Figaro, and others of that brilliant
company that made philately interesting a short decade ago, and
would it not be a good thing if Mr. Osgood would again come forth,
and add vitality to our decadent journalism?

Ir there is one thing we admire it is enterprise, and that is one of
the things that makes our rival the PHILATELIC ADVOCATE an ever
welcome visitor. As a paper it is not perfect, but any imperfections
are lost sight of in our admuration for the pluck and perseverance
displayed by Messrs W A Starnaman and F. I. Weaver, in putting
out their paper cach month with a regularity, which almost makes us
jealous.

A parer we dont see very often is the Al Around Stamp
Adrertiser, which is a year old, and alive yet. That vell-known
stamp man Ant. R. Valee of St. Hyacinth, Que. puts it out and if he
would ouly send two copies in exchange each month it would tickle
us immensely.

A New power has arisen in the philatelic land and its name is
“ Perforator.”” We note a disposition on its part to get larger each
wonth, and if this tendency is not restrained sume ot3er journols will
have to Jook to their laurels. The August number is mostly in
nonpareil, and has a grand lot of up-to date reading; coupled with a
quantity of righteous indignation. Its way up, old man, do it some
more.

BE Columbian Philatelist continues to give the greatest fifteen cents

worth on the continent, and ever and anon is adding societies to

its official organ list. Nothing suceeds like success, you know, and
this journsl looks very much like a clear case of succecs.
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Hbout Stamps.

IT is about decided now, that still another Canadian issue will appear

shortly. The new set will supercede both the Jubilees and the
old issue, and will be permauvent We suppose that Queen Vic's
head will be used as a centrepiece, but thers ix the possibility however,
that some National emblem will be utilized.

E *
*

HE new Newfoundland set is the craze now, and people are

actually trying to speculate in them  As there are guite enough

to go round, with some over, it look as if speculators will get loft.

Orders addressed to the Postmaster General of Newfoundland will bo
filled, and in view of this the rush would scem nousensical.

* %
E

1'1' is within the bounds of possibility that Costa Rica, Honduras,

Nicaragna, Guatemala and Salvador will be united in the near
future under the name of 'L'he United States of Central America
This should be welcome news to philatelists, as it will mean less
stamps being issued. By all means tet the U. S. of C. A. be
accomplished.

* ok
*

IN view of the recent decline in the plate numbers mania. not much

attention is being paid to the plate numbers of the Jubilee
stamps. We have seen some numbers chronicled in the press, but
Canadian collecclors do not pay much attentica w such. This craze
never had much of a following here,

* %
*
g don’t hear much mnow about that Nova Scotia remainders
business. It was rumored lately that the people interested in
this little game have been negotiating to sell out their interest. We
do not place much reliance on this story, one reason being that ne
dealer in Canada or the United States would care to give such a
price for what remains as would enable the Ramainders people to get
out whole.

* %
%

YE&Y few finds of pence issue Nova Scotia are made now a days
Time was, when one could look up his grandfather’s letters and
get rich, but that time has gone by.

***

BE reprints of the 1880 issue of Newfoundland, were prepared by
the Government for a local dealer. There being slight differences
in color, he refused to accept thein and they were placed on sale.



Tue Hanirax Priarriic Macazine, 11

Qocal Hits.

M 3 CHARLES BLACKADAR of the Acadian Recorder, and well-known
in Hailfax newspaperdom, announces his intention to rejoin
the ranks of philatelists. The H. > M. trusts that Mr. Blackadar
will carry out his intentions, and participate in the Philatelic Revival
that is arising in Halifax at the present time.
* %
*x
R. JAMFS H PECKHaM has lately returned from a trip to Boston,
Providence, New York, and returning by way of Montreal.
While his trip was pot strictly a philatelic one, he met a good many
stamp men, and reports a high old time.
® %
k3
OTICES are being sent around to local collectors, that a meeting will
be held on Lep. 2nd, for the purpose of organizing a local club
in this city. All the old stamp men have promised to be present,

Orn friend the Fevisia de Whaldoyoucallit from Argentine comes

regularly to hand. Wae are sorry, brothers, but you will have to
talk louder, for we cannot make out 8 word you say. Judging from
mere appearance, we should say that this is a fixst-class journal.

WHAT is the matter with the C. P. A. reorganization? We have

not heard auything about it for months. Surely something
could have been accomplished ere this to revive Canada’s first
philatelic organization. This Magazine is always ready to aid in
any movement for the welfare of philately- is there anything we can
do for you, Mr. Wurtele? .

c—

WE admiire the spirit of brotner Tausig in declaring for “Omaha
1898.” Situated as he is, in the midst of the New York
contingent, it required sonsiderable disinterestedness on his part, to
declare for QOmaba in preference to his own town. The western
people have rightly earned their right to the convention, and their
efforts should be rewarded. The ¢ Herald Exchange” goes up one
point in our estimation.
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E. T. PARKER, Bethlehom, Ponnsylvania,
Hasg sixty sets of Persia, 1889 issue, the
catalog value of which 15 358, Twenty-
five of these sets he will sell for 70 cents
a set, then ten sets for 75 cents aset, then !
ten sets for 1 a set. and the remaining
sets for $1.25 cach. Thir offer is made
solely to inerease the cirenlation of his
price-list, and cach person sending for a
set must aecompany the order with the
names and addresses of at least five
collectors.

l‘h 'l‘l VIE

¢ 1l
==/

To get o set of the new CABOT ISSUE of

Newfoundland Stamps. A complete set

will be sent postpaid and registered for
only $3,22, Stamps are in mint state.

Now is

I also have on hand a large assortinent
of the 1857 and "90-"94 issue, ete., used.
Write for wholesole prices.

J. TOSTER ROOD,

Box 90, - - Hanirax, N. S,

The ey

YUKON GOLD FIELDS

cannot offer you a better investment for
your money than the following

BATRGAIINS<>

Canada.
BATEA tiveiviies trereaininiaies vean
¢ violet ... . .

And old Collections for Cash.
What can you offer us ?
STANDARD STAMP 00,

. INCORPORATED,
4 Nicholson Place, st Lomx. Mo,

Ganadal .
:mmmg\

.c to $5. 17 var. complete.. ..
and card .. ..

3. 5, 1¢, 15, 20, 50¢ and’ card.. 125
$2.$J $, $5. 5% over face.

. $16 o
1

I NEWFOUNDLAND JUBILEE, 14 v. 3 o¢
| Adam s Revenue Catalogue ... ... 10
Canada Revenues, 15 varjeties ... I
New Italian, 2 varieties . -
Nova Scotin. 1.2 S, 10, 1240 Jnew. 330
100 varieties smmpa .. . 20
Newfoundland, 6d lake 55
o, 6d watermarked. . 150
Canada, 1850, 1.5 10¢ (3) ... ..... 30
Seychelles 13c. new ... 18

HEF~FREE—A wpy of ** 'rhe Lnlloulor -
just out, M. R, ADaMs,
7 Ann 5:.. ‘Toronto, Canada,

UNLY ONE OF EACGRH!

Special attention is called to the fol-
lowing desirable stamps. which are
offered, a3 usual, at our well-known
BARGAIN l{.\'l'ES—

NOVLA SCOTLA.

12t green .. 3 1 1851—3d, umgnlflu,nl; COPFeennm nnnn £1 00
1c yellow ... ... ... 3d, dark blue, hml. )
e green .. o1 1800—1c. used. fine ...l 10
5c olive (dnnmged) e eeee eeeaaees 20 2¢, 1Wo copies on ent. »rig. env.
2c registered vermilljon ... 0 D pen cancelled . Im
5¢ registered, unused . $ se.on entire original, the p&ck
Jubilee.  varieties, unused......... 20 of » hundred . .. ) 23
do. do. used ......... 15 10¢. used, fine copy...... ... 1w
United otal{s 5 B
1861, 3c rose, per 10, ... .. ool Ll b W .
1869, 2¢ bro\n‘: e e eeeeneaean s INpE] EQ@ND&AEDO
1869, 3¢ blue,perl1o ..... ..... .... 8] 1866—2¢, green. ..o o aeeeanns ce.. §0 35
1872, 0ered Lol oiieh ieiien ceeeen Q 24¢, blue, used. fine P )
1872. 10¢c brown. per 10 . . 15 21¢, blue, unused. fine. . . . 30
1882, 5¢ brown. per10 .. 5 | 1887—10c, black, magnificent strip ‘of
1808, 4¢ ultramarine. per 10 . three, grand ..., .. ... 30
1503, 5¢ chocolate, per 10 . 159 1590—6e. pin}. fine strip of 3.. 18
1503, 10e brown, perlo . 15 6e, plak. fine pair . 10
1804, Dues 1, 2.3unused.......... 10 12¢, puce, tine.. 12
Postage, 8¢ extra. Jubilee stamps used 12, puce. fine patr L1l 2

on all” orders.
silver or stamps.

COLLECTORS STAMP CO.,
»5 Euclid Avenue, Toronto, Canada.

Remit per money order,

Just look up the cataloguc and rumpm(
prices,

JAMES H. PECKHAM &
P. 0. Box 371, - - Halifax, N. 8.




