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The “Record” for 1870.

It is now time to begin arranging lists of
subseribers for the coming year. Hitherto
our large cirerlation has been mainly due
to the cxertions of ministers in bringing
the Record before their people and urging
them to subscribe to it, and to read it.—
Etders, and pablic spirited yoang men and
women, have also aided very materially.—
Some instances come before us from time
{0 time of ministers, and other agents, hav-
ing actnally to pay the money out of their
own pockets for delinguent subscribers $—
" There are few kinds of swindling more dis-

creditable than this. Any one guilty of it
should be ashamed to hear himself called,
an honest man, or to leok an henest man
in the face. He cannot be & Presbyterian,
he cannot be a christian, he cannot be &
good member of society. .Reader, if by
any possibility you have neglected or for-
gotten to pay for your copy of the Record
hasten to make good your promise ard re-
pair your character !

We must appeal to ministe s to make a
special effort on behalf of the XKecord for
1870. A copy should be in every family.

‘ This would interest ail. oar people in our
home missions, foreign missions, supple-
- -nlentary fund, and all the other funds and
" enterprizes of the charch. The Record
containg more ceading thanany other simi-
“lar periodical of the same price, Weare
" persuaded that it is worth its price, and on
this ground flone it can be recommended
to our pcople. But its great value isin
making the people acquainted with the
vork of the church at home and abroad.—

But the work of circulating the Record
should not Le left to ministers alone: let
them lead, and let Llders, Sabbath school
teachers and other friends of the cause of
Christ follow. The Record should have a
circulation of ten thousand copies. A de-
termined and united effort on the part of
the friends ot the church wounld secure this
within the next threc months. Shall we
try? Is it not worth while? We are
persuaded that financially, ecclesiastically,
and religiously the benefit wounld be im-
menso. - L.

A more particular statement of texms for
1870 will be given in our next; but we are
anxious that therc should be no delay in
organizing clabs, in paying aup arrears,
and in thus preparing the way for a pros-
perous Record year.

The word “ arrzars”” should not at
all occurin connection with the Record.
The terms are: Payment in advance. If
these terms are deparvted from the price
must be raised and the resnlt cannot fail o
prove injurious. Let therefore every occa-
sion be at once removed for our using this
ill-sounding word “arrears.”

g

Work for thé Church.

No work is sa sure to pay well as work
for the church of Thrist. You may toil
for mero human institations but thoy arve
changeful, and sooner or later they pass
away. By alifc of toil 8 man mey, write
his name upon the sands of timo; but, the
rising tide of events will wipe out his mwark-
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ings. His name may be engrav.d on brass,
but the brass itself decays under the eorrod-
ing tooth of time. The only institation on
earth which is sure to cndurc till the end
of the world—ay, and into the endicss cyc-
les of oternity, is the churche of Christ.—
What real work you do for the church is
done for eternity. No financial collapse
can undo the results of your toil. No in-
undation can sweep it away. No revolu-
tion can snperannuate it,. No movement
of population can make it out of place.

YLiterary, political, social associations
may be all very well in their place; tem-
perance societies, and kindved institutions
may be calcnlated to do much good. Yet
the chureh towers above them all in this,
that it is a divine iustitution. Its claims
are paramount.
origin should be placed on the same level
with it in the estimation of any one who
bears the christian name.

Meet the claims of your own céngmgm
ticn and your own charch as & whole; and
if you cun do urore, by all means do it.—
Bat it is sacrilege to neglect the more im-
portant for the less important. To with-
hold what is manifestly due is not better
than to take what is notdue. Theoneand
the other may justly be described as rob-
bery. v

Lot your charch have the prime benefit
of your prayers, your wealth end your
talents. If your church is cold and dead
so much greater the need for your earnest
assistance. Your zeal will stir up others.
Remember always that you are working
for an instituticn which in a most pecaliar
sense belongs to God, and which he pecu-
liaxly honeors.

et Tl
Duties of Elders.

There are at least five times as many
Ruling Elders in our Church as there are
Ministers, Whatare these officers doing ?
They are under very soleran vows. Many
of them, no dombt, are doing their best to
falfil their vows. But it cannot be denied
that many more are far below the mark that
they ehould look to. The Church does not

No inssitution of earthly-

| P. B.¥sland Presbytery, two congregation: g

expect epough from her Elders, Tho min.
isters have generally a great deal too much
to do, and the elders a great deal too little.
What then should wo expect from Elders?
~—They should be men of pmyer, well ac.
quainted with God’s word, and careful in
their conduct. They should be *‘ensamples
to the flock.” They are solemnly bound to
tako heed to the flock over which Christ
has made them overseers. They should
visit the people nndor their charge~—warn
the erring, comfort the mourning, sympa-
thise with the suffering. They avo in a2
measure responsible for the souls of others.
They should candidly counsel their minis-
ter, and aid him in his pastoral labours,
They should be watchful in the exercise of
discipline in order to keep sho Church free
from scandal, and to reclaim such as have
fallen into sin. They should kuow the
grounds of distinction between our own and
other denominations ; and be well versed
in Presbyterian Church history. It is very
advantageous to know something of Church
order and the sules of discipline. They
should be theroughly versed in our stalis- |
tics, aud in all the operations, home and |
foreign, of the Church, They should be
constant readers of our ecclesiastical and
denominational ergans. They should take
special interest in prayer meetings and Sab- §
bath schools. Ministers can do muchgood §
in training young men to the work of the 8
Eldership.

B
SUPPLEMENTARY FUND.

The directions of Synod respecting the B
visitation of congregations by Deputies in
the interest of this fund has been presty J§
generally carried ont. The castern part of i

excepted, was visited “nd addressed by the i
agent of the church. Rev D. B. Bhinj§
addressed the people in the greater numbe
of our congregations in the island of Capeg
Breton, and received a most liberal responst §
in most cases to his appeals. A fow cox 8
gregations wére necessarily omitted frong
want of time to accomplish a work (i
which two depaties should unquestionablsf§
have been desigaated. :
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Rev N. McKay has roturned from his
wission to the northern congregatioms of
New Brunswick included in the Preshytery
of Miramichi. Mr Christic bas completed
his work in the Prosbytery of St Joha and
'St Stephen, and My Hounston has visited
the more distant portions of the Presbytery
of York, and will soon accomplish what
vemains of his allotted task. Rev Thomas
Sedgwirk hes breught the subject before all
our pastoral charges from Annapolis te tho
Gore and Kennetcook ; and the Picton
Preshytery are now making their arrange-
ments for the carrying out of the Synod’s
wishes within their bounds during the
months ef Noversber and December,

Our space will admit of no more detail
ed statement, nor of the publication of any
tports in the present number, but i¢ is
gratifying to learn that with seaccely an
exception our people have cordially and
most cheerfully responded. The contribu-
tions may be in some cases small, but what
was given was given with great readiness
and with many regrets that they were
not able to do more. This is a fund
to which «ll should contribute something,
the more prosperous wiving iargely, and
all, whether poor or rich, according to their
ablity: “ As a man thinketh so let him
give, not grudgingly nor of necessity for
the Lord loveth a cheerful giver,”

As many may desire to know the state
of the fund we give the following bricf
statement :

Balance on hand Jupe 1st.......

‘Gift fm Free Churcl? of Scotland..
Collected since June 1st.........

$333 80
500 00
897 52

$1781 32
ents for half-year.. 81506 50
224 82
81731 32
That the contributions of all will be re-
quired to meet our cngagements will ap-
pear evident when it is considered that two
sums of $1,500 cach, will be payable in
eight months, the fir n 31st Decr., and
the second on 80th June. We feel persua-
ded, however, that nothing is required but
united effort to meet these claims, fully and
punctually, and for such united action, the
session are chiefly responsible.

Pa
Balance now on hand..

For the Record.
SYSTEMATIO SUgPDBT OF THE LORD'S

Mr. EpiTor,~Last summer the Synod
of our churchrevived its committee on Sys-
tomatic Beneficence, and appointed Revds.
A. Stewart, M. G. Henry, R. S. Patterson,
E. A. McCurdy with Messrs. Charles Rob-
son, and Wm. Anderson, members of said
committee, Without giving any specific
instructions, the Synod left the committes
to select and employ those meaus which
might secm best adapted to promote and
secure the great ebject which the church
had in view, viz, : The consceration of their
substance on the part of those connected
with the church, on principle, and according
to system. Realizing the importance of
the task imposed upon us, as soon as pos-
sible after the rising of the Synod the com-
mittee met for consultation, and resolved to
urge upon the church the duty ot adopting
at once the principlesand practice enjoined
by theapostle in his charge to the Corinthi-
ans. “Upon theiirst day of the week lot_
every one of you lay by him in store as.
God hath prospered him.” I Cor, XVI.
2. To carry out this resolution we thought
it necessary to avail ourselves of the easiest
and cheapest, the most direct and effective
means within our reach. As the press
secmed to fulfil these conditions best, we
agreed thnt each member of the committae,
who could undertake it, should be appoint.
ed to write & series of short articles for one -
or other of the periodicals which circulate
most widely among the members of our -
chucch, the committeo holding themselves
responsible only for the basis of principles
already indicated, while the argnments and
illustrations cmployed to enforce thoss
principles, are to be regarded as expressing:
merely the views of the person who urges
them. The task of writing for the REcorp
has been assigned to me, and as you in
common with all the editors with whom
we corresponded have kindly consented to
receive countributions, I avail myself of
the earliest opportunity of furnishing youn
with the first of mine.

To lay broad and deep the foundations
for God’s claim upon our beneficenco seems
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to me, most obviously, my first duty. To
some, this may appear too clementary to
be necessary. But in a matter where
God's glory and man’s duty are so vitally
concerned, in reference to a subject on
which covetousness is so apt to blind the
mind and harden the heart, it seems abso-
lutely imperative to start from first princi-
ples.  Let it be observed then that the im-
movable rock on which Jehovah’s clain
rests is that we and ours, all we arcand all
we have, beloug to Him. Thisfact caunot
be ignored without denying that wo are
God’s creatures. No christian, indeed very
few wholive ina christian land, will take that
position. Now it i3 obvious that no claim
to ownership can at all approach much less
rival in validity that which is based upon
creation.  Yet men recognize a far less
stable basis in’ all their own pessessions,
and in gll their busivess trausactions with
each other. ‘Che man who builds a*house,
with his own hands, upon his own soil, by
that act vests the title in himself. The
right of property of the artist who paints &
life-like pictnre, or of the scnlptor who
moulds a beautiful statue from the shape-
less marble is never questioned.  But these
men only fashion the materinls which are
placed in their hands, while God’s right of
property rests upon creation in its most
absolute sense. Hence his oft-repeated
claim :—* Whatsoever is under the whole
heaven is mine.” ‘ All souls are mine.”
“All the earth is mine.” “Every beast
of the forest is mine, and the cattle upou a
thousand hills.” “The silver is mine and
the gold is mino saith the Yord of Hosts,”
With 2 frequency, and emphasis whick
must carry profoundest conviction to the
heart of cvery one who trembles ac His
word, the Most High teaches us that He is
the great owner the sole proprictor of all
things ; while His intelligent and responsi-
ble creatures whatever their possessions,
rank, or station are merely the stewards of
what belongs to him. Let this great trath
then be clearly apprebended, let the precise
relationship which exists between proprie-
tor and steward be fully understood, let it
be held fast ns part of the teaching of the

present an inalienable and indisputable
claim to proprietorship in its most absolute
sense, while nll others stand to Him as ste-
watds, and the foundation is fairly and
firmly laid for God’s making upon us any
demands thm:.lic pleases, for His regulat.
ing in any way that He sces fit the dispo.
sal of that property, which, though fora
time intrusted to us, yet really in the
strictest sense ot the wouds, belongs to
Him. No one for a moment questions the
right of an owner of an cstate, when he
CNEAZES n manager oY stewawd, to iny down
the rules according to which he would have
his business trausacted, aud to insist upon
his acting in strict conformity with instrne-
tions. Surely then it will not be denied
that the Great Proprictor of the uuiverse
has & better right to do the same. Our
Creator might indeed have put us into pos-
session ot His gouds, and given ns abso.
lute control of their management and
disposal. But in His infinite wisdom and
goodness he has not done s0. Revelation
clearly indicates that he has imposcd limi-
tations, and providence frequently reiter
ates the truth, sometines in toncs of thun-
der. Iivery storm which sweeps the sea
and strews the ocean’s hed or shores with
the fragments of its thousand wrecks, cvery
earth-quake which lays in ruins the stately
piles that wealth and toil have rearc), B8
every flood which bursts upon the fruitfl
ficlds, and bears down and Dears away with
its resistless torrents the brightest prospects
of the hushandman,—as well as well as the
volume of inspiration itself proclaim with
a voice which men must hear, Jehovals
rightful preprogative :—“ s it not lawful §
for me to do what I will with my own.”~ @8
And yet heyond question God has giva
to man a large amount of liberty in the us §§
of His goods. As He has made him n - S8
tional being, He has left tnuch of what He
has given him to be used at his discretion. B8
Food, raiment, the necessaries and comforts §8
of life make heavy demands upon thatpor 8
tion of God’s good things which he hs |8
given us richly to enjoy. Even here, hov- B8
cver, our conduct must be regulated by 8
the inspized precept, “use the world as

Bible that there is only one heing who can

R T T P

abusing it.” Nevertheless we are striclr B




1869,

The Bome any Fovefgm Vecord,

285

prohibited from spending all the substanco
which God gives us upon these things, com-
fortablo, uscful, and necessary as we may re-
gard them.  “ Honour the Lord with thy
substance and with the first-frnits of all
thine incrense,” is o command as binding
now as in the day of Solomon. While we
may lawfully speud upen ourselves, wo
must not forget to devote a portion to
God. This is nccessary as & constant re-
cognition of Him as the Great Giver. As
some onc has well expressed this thought :
«This is the rent which reminds the
tenant that he is not owner in fee; this is
the interest which reminds the borrower
that the principal does not belong to him;
this is the tribute mouney which reminds
a subject nation that it is not independent ;
this is God’s share to remind His creature
that all belongs to Him.”

So far iy argument reaches, and applies
to all men, whether belicvers or unbeliev-
ers, since all ave equally and alike God's
creatures. But there is another considera-
tion which must tell with singular effect
upon Christians. You are God's redeem-
od ones. In His infinite mercy He rescued
you from debasing thraldom. e has
struck off your chains. He has set you
free, and, 'pnmdoxical as it may seem, you
are 1o longer your own, but bought with
a price, and, thercfore, under obligations to
glorify God in your hody, and in your spi.
rit which are God’s. The obligatien to
devote your substance to Him which is
founded npon the fact that Fle has created
you and yours, that He has given you all
you have, and is consequently your great
proprietor is increased manifold by the fact
thet He is also your Redeemer. But per-
haps illustration will be more effective than
argument here. They tell us of a slave
girl, just ebout to be sold, whose tears drew
the notice of a gentleman as he passed
through the auction mart of a Southern
Slave State.

“Her price,” the stranger asked. He
thought a little when he leard the great
tansom, but peid it down. Yet no joy
came to the poor slave when he told her
she was frece.  She had Leen born a slave,
and know not what freedom meant. Her

'
!

tears fell fast upon the signed parchment,
which her deliverer brought to proveit to :
her.  She only looked at him with fear,

At Izst ho got ready to go his way, and
a3 he told hor what she must do when he
was gone, it began to dawn on her what free-
dom was. With the first breath she said . —
“TX will follow him-.I will follow him—-X will
serve him all my days ;” and to every rea-
son against it she only cried :—'* He Re-
deemed Me! He Itedeemed Me! He Re-
deemed Me!”

When strangers used to visit that man’s
house and noticed as all did, the loving,
constant services of the glad-hearted girl,
and asked her why she was so eager with
unbidden services night by night and day
by day, she had but one answer, and she
loved to give it:—He Redeemed Me!
He Redeomed Me! He Redcemed Me!”

So christians let it be with you. Serve
God as sinners saved by grace—as sinners
bought with blood, and oh! ¢ when men
take notice of the way you serve Him—the
joy that is in your looks,—the love thatis .
in your tone—the freedom of your service”
and the gencrosity of your contributions -
have but one answer and love to give it :

“Hrg REDEEMED Mge!”’

The discussion of the measure and me-
thod of christian consecration of substance
must be reserved for future communica-
tions.

Mecantime, I remain &e.,
E. A. McCurpY.

Musquodoboit Harbor,
QOctober 14th, 1869.

PGty
Forgiveness of Injuries,

When Luther, in the height of his zeal,
denounced Calvin as a teacher of dangerons
heresies, Calvin sweetly made answer:

“ Let Luther bate me, and call me devil
« thousand times; yet I-will love him, and
acknowledge him to be a precious servant
of God.”

How different from the spirit which is of-
ter manifested now-a-days in religious con-
troversy.

A bundle of abusive Ietters was found
among the possessions of Cotton Mather,
after his death, all tied together, and this
inscription written upon them:— Libels,
¢Father, forgive them.'”
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SERMOIN.

Preached at the Opening of the Synod of the
Presbyteriun Church of the Loirer Pro-
vinces, at Picton, June, 1869.

By Rev. James WaTsox, Moderator,

Jupz, v. 3. * Yeshould carnestly contend
for the faith which was oace delivered to
the saints.”

Controversy has, to a less or greater de-
gree, existed, in every perviod of ecclesiasti-
cal history. It has dealt with subjects of
every deseription, the most impormm and
the most trivial, the most sublime and the
most insignificant. It has ranged through
the wide field of theology. It has discuss-
ed the being of a God, v 1th all his exalted
attvibutes ; it has enquired into the decrecs
of heaven nnd the mysteries of predestina-
tion ; it has debated the difficult metaphy-
sical question of liberty and necessity ; and
it has condescended to reasen about the
commonest duties and obligutions of man ;
in short, there is no suhject into which it
has not ventured to pry amd which i has
not examined thoroughly. '

Some maintain that controversy, and es-

pecially religious controversy, is attended.

with greater evil than good, and have gone
50 far as to say, that to engage in it is un-
lawful, or at least inconsistent with the
spirit of the gospel. It often takes a one-
sided view of things; it warms the fecl-
‘ings, excites the passions, makes exaggera-
ted representations, alicnates friends, pro-
duces divisiun, and exhibits the unseemly
spectacle of brother warring against bro-
ther, hoth of whom should be combating
the common foe. So far have somc car-
ried their views upon this point that they
have deciared :—* Controversy never yet
made a christian.”

On the other hand, others have said :—
“ Thero is a_time for cvery thing under
the sun,” and there is time for controversy
too. Ifit have its evilg, it has its good;
if it be not always pleasant, it is often ne-
cessary ; if religion be attacked, it must be
defended ; if the truth be hmpugned, it
maust be vindicated ; if the doctrines of the
gospel be misrepresented, they must be set
forth in their genuine light; if the feelings
be warmed aud the passions excited, the
fault lics, not with controversy but with
the controvorsialists themselves. Besides,
have we not high and emincent exawples
for the use of controversy? Did ‘not
Christ reason or argue with the seribes and
Pharisces? s not theepistle to the Ro-
mans a controversial treatisc from its
commencement to its close? In addition
to all this, have wo not positive authority
in seripture to engage in it? Ts not the
text evidently a specimen of this :— Ye
-should carnestly contend for the faith
which was once delivered to the saints 2

There is no need of dwelling largely on
this topie. It reguires no proof that in
y multitudes of cases, controversy has beew

| of essential servive to the eanse of truth,

What would primitive chistianity have
been, withous the apolezics of the early
fathers ; and what were these apologies
but polemicai discussions in defence of the
zospel 2 What woald Protestantism have
done in fts infant days, had it net been for
the controversies of Luther, Idelancthon,
Calvin and Knox and other eelebraged ve-
formers 7 Unguestionshly these helped in
no small degree to pash forward the glori-
ous cause. And when #t is asserted that
there is posirive authority in the text for
controvelsy, the assertion camnot he con-
sidered wide of the mak. The apostle
Jade is exhortirg his * heloved,” “‘eamest-
1y to coutend for the faith’’—why 2—What
is the reason ! In the 4th verse he gives
this reason :—* For there are cereain men
crent in unawarss, who were before of old
ordaimed to this coudemwnation, wngodly
men, turhing the grace of God into laseivi-
ousness, and denying the only Lord God,
and our Lord Jesas Chvist.”  These men,
then, the disciples were to meet, confront,
and eppose ; they were, if possible to ar-
gue shem down.  DBesides, the origin of
the phrase itself—*carnestly contend”—
greatly -apperts this view. The verb in
its simple 1orm, here translated “ contend,”
or with the preposition prefixéd aund here
translated ** earnestly conrend,” literally
significs “ to be deeply agonised.” It is
the same word as that used in Luke 13
anad 24, “ Strive—bc agomsed—to enter in
at the strait gate:” and by Paul in
Rom., 15 and 30, “ Strive with me—bhe
agonised together with m —in your pray-
ers for me to God.” The phtase, there-
fore, implies strong struggling, not only
with carncstness, but with deep azony of
spirit. Wealso know this phrase is borrow-
ed from the state of mind of combatants
when they compered at the Olympic
games ; and we arc all aware what that
mental state was.  We know it was thor-
ough earnestness and determination ; we
know that every power was put forth and
every energy taxed ; that every nerve was
strung to its highcst reach, and that every
muscle was expanded to its fullest breadth;
and that all were so concentrated and so
controlled, as to bear down with tremend-
ous impetus upon the adversary. Suchis
the state to which the verb in the text gives
expression. It takes in all the earnestness
and the determination, and all the energy
and the nerve and muscle, and all the con-
centration of the wrestler, and applies it
to the christian defender of the faith, And
this is the senso in which we take the
text. It implies striving with deep agony
of spirit.
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In directing your woteation to these
words, let us consider :—

I Tue Faitu ror wiicit wu oveur
TO CONTEND ; and,

II. SOME SPECIAL REASONS WHY WE
SHOULD CONTEND FOR THE FazTn.  May
tho spirit of all grace gaide us 1n our illus.
trutions and bring heme the truths spoken,
avith conviction to the cunscience !

I Ler vs cossiper tie Fartm ror
WHICH WE OUGHT TO CONTEND. By
the “ Faith” referred to in the text we
are to umderstand the common evangelieal
gvstem of christianity, or the dvctrines of the
gospel as revealed in the seriprures.

We remark then, we shouwld contend,

1. For a Seriptural Fuith, w opposition
to fufidelity. Who is the infidel t—1t
is he who rejects all revelawion and pro-
nounees it inepossible, Xt is he who denies
inspiration, accepts not Christ as a divine
Saviour, and questions a future state.—
It is he who mahes the lirht of nature or
season and reason alone, the platform of
his theology, and his only instructor for
time and etevnity.

In what manner are we to contend with
the infidel 7 What wmeans are we to em-
ploy to endeavour to bring him over to the
faith? A favorite theory of the present
day is :—We must meet the Infidel on his
own grouad, and fizht him with his own
weapons. If he resort to logie, we mast
meet him  with logiz; if to metaphy-
sics with metaphysies; if to sceience, with
science; if to philosophy with philosophy ;
if to theology, with rhicology. Whatever
weapon he sclects, we must seleet the same.
To a certain extent, there is truth in this
theory. At all points we must be prepared
to defend the gospel as well as propagate it.
Still this does not appear to ns the most
effectual mode of meeting and congquering
infidelity. Science and wetaphysies an
philosophy may protect the citadel and
them within; but they will fall like water
on the countless masses without. The
grand weapon of our warfare is the word
of God. Ttis the Bible—Bible waining,
Bible truth, Bible doctrine, Bible facts, Bi-
ble illustrations, Bivle warnings, Bible in-
vitations and Bible threatenings. From
house to house, tram street to street, and
from village to village we must go and car-
ry our Bitle with ne. We must read it,
and expound it, and preach it, and pray it.
We must indoctrinate with its prineiples
and especially with its spitit, our children,
our servauts, our workmen, our mechanics
and our foremen and master operatives, as
well as the rich ‘and noble and learned.—
Nor must we cease to do so till the whole
of society—overy rank and every class—
from the lowest to the highest, be leavened,
impreguated, saturated withit. Itis this

will erush the head of the hydra, and make
his fany innocuons. It hds done it already
and we have Gol's authority for it, it will
do it again,

It bas been said by way of objection to
this, that the Bible has been long long
tried, but it has turned out a complete fail-
ure.  Year after year, and generation after
generation, it has been preached from our
pulpits, taught in our Sabbath schools, and
read in our families, but what has the re-
sult beea—what the effeet produced 2 The
number of infidels is greater now than ever
it was ;—greater than ai the revolution of
America, or the greater revolution of
France ;—when infidel principles and in-
fidel publications permeated every rank of
society,—when the very foundations, not
only of religion, but of social order and go-
vernment, seemed about to be upheaved,—
when *“all faces were turned pale,” and
every one was heard exclaiming, “alas ! for
that day is great so that notic is like it.”’—
Is not this a palpable proof of the failure,
the inefficacy of Bible preaching, and Bible
training ¢

But worse still.  Low as the stratum of
Infidelity is in society, there is yet a lower.
There is a class, a multitudinous class,
wrapt up in ignorance and immorality,
steeped in the decpest depravity, and noted
for nothing but the gratification of the low-
est animal appetites.  Tor want of a better
appellation, they are commonly known hy
the name of “the masses.” There are
thousands and thousands of such. cy
are to he found principally in the lanes and
alleys and hack streets of our cities and
large towns. Yet all these ungodly, im-
moral, festering masses have gradually ac-
curnalated under Bible preaching and Bi-
Mo training. Are not those the strongest
evidences that can bo adduced that such
preaching and training are uscless, and
that christiamty as a system of conserva-
tion or raformation, has hecome perfectly
ohsolete ?

But besides this, there are other ways of
accoun.ing for the accumulation of these
masses. Some, indeed, trace up all this
accumulation just to the very want of this
Bible training. They reason in sowe man-
ner like this. For 60 or 70 years of the
last century, and for 15 or 20 of the pre-
sent, high churchism was rampaut in Eng-
land ; moderatism, with an iron rod, tyran-
nised over Scotlgnd ; arianism was begin-
ning to efloresce and show its fruits in Ive-
land; and unitarianism in America. Men,
who hore the name of ministers of Christ,
—occupied the pulpit, looked afier the
flcece, but cared not for the flock. If the
people came to worship in the sanctmary
on Sabbath, all was well and good ; but
if not, no one went after them, no one
visited them, no one warned or exhort-
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ed them, no one prayed with them, they
were lett to do as they histed. A careless
ricsthood soon made a careless flock.—
he number of absentees increascd, and it
went on increasing and increasng till be-
hold ! it stunds out before us at the present

day, a scparate and distinet class as ' the |

masses.”’

According to this theory, thercfore the
fault lics altogether at the door of the
church ; and that the lost ground may be
recovered, the church must just retrace her
steps, begin anew where sho left off; and
by doubled labours and re-doubled cfforts
regain hier former position.

We believe that such things have had
their influence in producing the present
melancholy state of society ; but we do not
believe that these things were the only cause.
The change of manners and customs; the
great influx of wealth into the world ; the
keen pursuit of commerce ; the establish-
ment of farge and crowded factories and
other public works ; the facility of locomo-
tion and the conscquent emigratiop and
mingling of men of different nation's and
different crceds ; the power of an infidel
and semi-infidel press; and the wars enga-
ged in, all around the world ;—these and a
thousand tlings of the same description,
have all co-uperated in raising some classes
higher in society and sinking others lower.
In tho purest waters, there issome residuum
and when let alone, particle after particle
sinks to the bottom, and these gradually
accumulating form something like a mass
there. So is it with the societies of men.
In all ages and in all countries, there has
been less or more a suuker, degraded class.
The tendency of human nature is down-
ward.

But be this as it may, to whatever cause
we trace the origin of these masses, there
they are before us, and there they are in
strong league with infidelity ; and the im-
portant question with us now is .—* How
are they to be dealt with 2 how are they to
be reclaimed and evangelised ? how are we
to contend with them 7 And here we re-
peat and repeat it emphatically, we believe
the gmnd weapon to be “the word of
God.” Itis vain, perfectly vain, to assert
that this word is inefficient. It would be
contrary to the assurances of God himself
to do so. “ The word df God is quick and
powerful, sharper than any two edged
sword ;” “ My word shall not return unto
me void;” * The law of the Lord is per-
fect converting the soul.” It would be
contrary to all past experience and all the
records of history to say so. Looking at
the past what marvellous achievements,
what mighty triumphs glorify the progress
of this word ! Beholding these in all their
length and breadth, we arc compelled to
exclaim :—* Verily, verily, itis ¢ the sword

of the spirit.” It is tho sword that Paul
wiclded with so much power and energy,
that he subdued and converted the licenti
ous Corinthians. It is the sword which
eradicated heathenism from imperinl Rome,
1 drove her priests from her altars, upset the
altars themselves, and empticd her temples
of worshippers. It is the sword which the
| refosmers drew afresh, and with which they
j attacked ¢ the man of sin” in his own cita-
| del, stormed his strongholds of ignoranee
|
i
|
|

and superstition, revolutionised more thayn
onc half of Europe, and sent light and
liberty rejoicing throughout the earth. 1t
is the sword with which Hervey and Whit-
ficld and Wesley smote the hearts of the
peasants aud labourers and colliers and the
lower classes of the last century, reviving
evangelical religion, and once move making
practical piety and experimental godliness
smile over England’s lovely mountains and
fertile plains. Itis tho sword with which
our missionaries gird themeelves when they
go forth to the lauds of heathenism, and
with which they lalour and teil and con-
tend, till rebel ‘souls hecome willing cap-
tives ¢f Jesus—till nations are converted in
a day—till the very forests clap their hand«
together, and the isles of the ocean lift up
their voices and sing. And what is more
to our purpose, it is the sword with which
pious servants of Godand devoted 'aymen
have eniered the dark territories of these
very sunken masses, and in a few months
have gatheved around them multitudes of
souls reclaimed, reformed and renewed in
Christ Jesus ; and have made thoe humble
missionary church, and its companion, the
attractive missionary sehool, rise up on the
very spot where the den of infamy once
stood, and the sons and daughiters of viee
congregated at midnight to hold their hois
terous revels.””  If, then, all these things
be so, let us only take a firm hold ef this
sword and wield it as the Lord tells usto
wicld it; let us only use it as Panl used it;
let us only ply it, as Luther and Calvin
and Knox plied it; and csperially let us
labour and toil and conteud with it, as
these missionaries have done ; and who can
doubt but we shall assuredly find it, “a
weapon of our warfare, not earnal, hut
mizhty through God to the pulling down
of strongholds ?”

2. We should earncstly contend for 2
Drotestant faith in opposition to Popery
‘The errors of Popery are nnmerons.  They
have often Leen exposed and refuted  That
the Scripturcs are not a perfect rule of faith
and practice ; that the Pope and 1is coun-
sels arc infallible ; that the mass isa repeti-
tion of the sacrifice of Christ on the eross:
that the sacraments are of themselves sanc
tifying and saving; that salvation canle
obtained in no church but the churchef
Rome ;—these and a hundred other dog- §
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mas of the sume kind, are propagated and
maintained as the real and essential doc-
trines of christianity.  We do not think it
necessary  to direct your attention to such
topics as these.  What we purpose is to
review a few of those arguments which at
tho present day, and considered poculiar
to the present time, are so frequently
urzed, why we should earnestly contend
for the faith,

One of these arzaments is, the «apathy
and indigfeicnce of Protestants. Immediate-
Iy atter the revolation in England, Popery
was held forth in her true colours, Men,
newly escaped from her toils, nnd smarting
under her tyranny, were thoroughly awake
to her genuine character. For a genera-
tion or two, she was watched with the
keenest jealousy, and sometimes rather
rough'y handled. But such times scem,
like the ebbing tide, t2 be gradually reced-
ire and passing away. Men are compara-
tively asleep. The Pope and his cardinals
do what they ~lease, and thousands who
should be wzt- ers heed them not.  They
treat them as* on-entities.  To awake men
frow this indifference, to arouse them from
this apathy, ought wo not *ecarnestly to
cont~nd for the faith ?”

‘Another argument is, the policy adopted
by our statesmen.  In all free countries gov-
ernment is generally carried on hy two par-
ties—the ruling party and the orposition.
Frequently these parties are ahout equally
divided. In such cases when the catholics
have a purpose to accomplish—some hene.
fitor privilege to secure for their chusch—
they pretend to assume a neutral position
—to aecupy a neatral platform. Politici-
ans theu begin to court catholies for their
support; and to whickever party bids bigh-
est—prontises the greatest privileges—these
catholics unanimously lend their influence,
It is a shameful abusc of power on all sides
and to endeavour to get such an an abuse
corrected as soon as possible, ought we not
““earnestly to contend for the Faith 2”

A third argument is, the countenaace and
support which Protestants give to Catholics.
Tlys s a woful evil and ‘one that is daily
increasing.,  Protestants send their sons
and daughters to he educated at catholic
seminaries, hoarding schools and even nun-
eries; they vote fee catholies to be their
representatives in their corporations and
legislatures ; they not unfrequently vepair
to their chapels and cathedrals to listen to
their gorgeous music and to wonder at
their theatrical pageants. Does not all
this tend to weaken the hands and sadden
the hearts of their fellow-Protestants, and
to encourage the onward movements of
catholics 2 Ought wo not zealously and
uncessingly to contend against such evil
practices ?

A fourth argument is, the ckonge of tac-

tics, of late resorted to by Catholics. For-
merly their diplomacy was carvied on with .
the rich and powatul. It was with prime
ministers—ambassadors and  secretaries -of
state. Now, huwever, they have turned to
the middle classes ind the masses. Every
cffurt they are plying to bring them under
their control, and to fix them fast and sure
within the pale of the church.—Looking
impartially at these arzuments, if wo allow
them to have their legitimate influcnce,
they cannot hut lead us all to the conclu-
sion, that we ought “ earnestly to contend
for the Faith "’

Thero is, however, still another argument
perhaps the most popular and the most tel-
ling at the present time,—and to which we
must advert for 8 moment. It js the rapid-
ity with which of late, Popery hasbeen spread-
ing, especially in Protestant countries. In
proof of this many facts arc given. Is not
h:p civil power, in these countrics, greatly
augmented, and still augmenting? With-
in a few years, have not her priests doubled,
her chapels and cathedrals tripled, and her
convents and nunneries and monasteries
begun everywhere to dot the Iandscapes of
Europe and the rich valleys of America?
Do we not read every day of perverts pass-
mg over t0 her ranks, and these men of
knowledge, learning and 1nflucnce? Are
not princes and nobles and wealthy men
laying aside their Protestantism, and with
full hearts and enthusiastic souls, publicly
embracing her mysteries? Has not one of
Britain's noble.*—one of the most earnest
patriotic and far-seeing of her sons, declar-
ed with unfettered tongue, that * the refor-
mation in England can be saved only by a
miracle ?”  May not the day, therefore,
come, when again Popery may rule the
wide world 2 May not the period arrive
when once more she may sit on her seven
hills queen of the nations? Why, then,
should we not be up and buckle on our
armotr ? Why should we not endeavour
to stem the stream ere it hecome s mighty
and an irvesistible torrent ! why should we
not sound the tacsin far and near, and have
the brave and the valiant summoned to the
conflict ?

There is no doubt but in all thesc state-
ments there is a large amount of trath;
and that in some quarters Rome is makiong
progress, and there is just as little doubt
that on none of these movements ought we
to look with indifference, If we do so, the
day may come, and that day not be distant
when we may have to pay the penalty in &
way and to an_amouut, of which we
think but little, Let us, then, be awake;
let us be vigilant, let us be zealous, let us
““cgrnestly contend.”

But while weare vigilant and active,

*Lord Shaftesbury. . ,
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$here is at the same time no necessity for
us being over apprehensive. It would be
wrong to be so.  If on the one side there is
much to warn us, on the other side there
is much to cheer and aunimate us. Am I
to e told that Rome will again triumph,
—that she will recover her pristine vigour,
and once more wave her red flag over all
the nations of the world, when looking
around me, I see so many circumstances in
society forbidding such a supposition 2—
Am I tobe told that Rome will conquer,
when I sce art, and science, and literatare,
and popular education, and improvements
of every description, marching forward in
every land with gigantic stride, while she,
dotard as she must be, is acting the lag-
gard, and shouting with & broken voice :—
** Change I cannot?” Am I to be told
that Rome will conquer, when ¥ sce Ital
—beautiful, sunny Italy—the very cmpon-
um of her vast domain—shaking off her
allegiance, asserting her independence and
making her mountains and valleys ring
with the gladsome songs of Christian liber-
ty? Am I to be told that Rome will coh-
quer, when I see Austria, tearing her con-
cordats in picces and pitching them to the
winds ; and Spain, proclaiming to her sons
and daughters an unconditional emancipa-
tion from her thraldom! Am I to be told
that Rome will conquer, when every wind
that blows, every ship that sails into our
ports, and every traveller that comes from
distant lands, comes burdened with the cry,
“ Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen 2’—
Above all, am I to e told that Rome will
conquer, when X see written in the book of
inspiration, and written by the Spirit of
Almighty God—these clear and burning
words :—The Lord shall consume her
with the sgir’xt of his mouth, and destroy
her with the brightness of his coming 2""—
Round and round our globe, Popery may
carry her crucifixes and her tiaras, her con-
secrated wafers, and her holy waters; but
the gospel of Jesus will constantly follow
her, will meet her and confront her with
* justification by faith,” the watchword of
a rising or falling church, Round and
round our globe, Popery may preach his
holiness the only vicar of Christ, the im-
macalate Mary the chief frieud of sinners,
and pardon of sins by masses and the gold
that perisheth ; but the gospel will follow
her, with the Bible the ouly standard of faith
and practice, with Christ the only mediator
between God and man, and with the hlood
of Jesus, the alone cleanser from al! sin.—
For a time, or times, it may be, for ought
we know, Popery may somewhat awaken,
somewhat sprcad, somewhat dominate;
bat God’s time will come, and we may
rest assured it will come, and then, then,
¢ An angel shall come down from heaven
having great power and the earth shall be

lightened with his glory. And he shall
cry mightily with a strong voice, saying,
Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen. And
kings of the carth shall bewail her, and
merchants of the ecarth shall weep and
mourn over her, and every shipmaster, and
all companics in ships, and sailors and as
many as trade by sea,—shall cast dust on
their heads and excleim, Alas! alas! for
thut great city, for in one houris she made
desolate. Rcjoice over her, thou heaven
and ye holy apostles and prophets : for
God hath avenged you on her.” Rev. I8,
3. We must contend for a Preshyteriun
Jaith in opposition to the church govern-
ment of other sects and parties. It scems
necessary to do s0, because at present some,
of whom hetter things might be expected,
are exhibiting a disposition, to treat lightly
Presbyterianism as a system of ecclesiasti-
cal governmens. We do not deem it re-
quisite to enter upon a statement of the
natare of Presbyterinnism, or of the proofs
or argwments by which it is commonly
sustamed. With these you are all quite
familiar, *
There arc only two points to which we
solicit your attention. The first is, itis
often asserted o form of government is laid
down in scripture. This, of course, is an
old theory, a very old one. It was well
known in the days of the Westminister
Divines and long before; and went by the
name of the “ perambulatory * systent.—
But it lias been revived of late and advocea-
ted by some influential Presbyterians, It
supposes that Christ and his apostles laid
down no particular formn of church govern-
ment in scripture, but left clnistians to
adopt whatever system suited their circum-
stances and localitics; whatever system
was agrceable to the majority of the people.
Expediency, not scripture, is the rale by
which we are to be gunided. Against this
faith, we must contend. That no system
of church government shounld he appointed
by Christ as king in his kingdom~—for the
church is Christ’s kingdom,—would he one
of the. greatest anomalies in history—one
of the greatest anomalies in theworld. No
society whatever cxists, none can exist,
without its laws and rules of government.
Besides hiow are such scriptural terms as
bishop, preshyter, deacon, overseer and
many others to be explained without sup-
osing an appointed system of government?
t is cnough simply to refer to this, and to
urge that with all zeal and caruestness we
ought to contend against such a faith, Is
not the want of this government and the
discipline necessarily conuccted with it, one
of the principal causes of the divisions and
beart busnings provalent in some churches,
even at the present day ? The preserva.
tion of the jewel often depends on the cas
ket in which it is kept.
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The other point to which we refer is the
view given of this subject in our own for-
mula of questions to ministers, probation-
ers, and elders. Presbyterianism is there
zaid to be_foundedon and agreeable to the
word of God. Now, some have taken up-
onthem to give a loose interpretation
this phrase.  Our forefathers were long sic-
customed to fight for the Dejure divino,
that is the divine right of Presbytery.—
They helieved it to beclearly and distinct-
Iy revealed and 1aid down in scripture;
they believed it was the only system laid
down there, and they believed that they
were bound to adopt this just as inplicitly
as any other portion of God's inspired
word. Some, however, maintain that the
phrase in our formula—* founded on and
arceable to the word of God ’—is not so

ding, not so authoritative as the De
jufe divino. It at least smoothes it down—
ns its sharp edge—takes away its
Larstiness. But we cannot see this. What
greater evidence could we have of the di-
vine right of Presbytery than to assert, it
is “founded on and agreeable to” the
word of God? Is not the authority as
areat as for some of the most important
doctrines of our crced? What more can
we say of the doctrine of Christ’s imputed
rightcousness and many others, than that
itis **founded on and agreceable to” the
word of God. With true manliness there-
fore—with noble candour—Ilet s openly
contend for this portion of our faith—and
contend for it as of divine right and antho-
tity. There is no higotry 1in this, no illi-
berality, no sectarianism. YWe contend for
what we belicve: our difference is a differ-
ence of imterpretation of scripture. We
admit that the Episcopalian may contend
as conscientiously for his system as we,
and we admit that the congregationalist
may do the same. We- admit that such
partics may appeal to scripture as earnestly
asjwe do; and we know well that they do
so. Whatthen?  Are we to brcak up fel-
lowship and eommunion one with another 2
Are we to ex-comamunicate _one another as
publicans and heathens? By 8¢ means.—
As if to meet this very case the spostle has
laid down & clear rale by which we are to
be regulated: Philip 8: 16, **Never-
theless, whereto we have alroady attained,
iet us walk by the sqme rule, let us mind
thesame thing.”” Church government is
intended for rcgu]atigtdw church upon
carth. It is not of it absolutely cssea-
tial to ealvation. The day will come when

varicd forms and varied goveraments will'

pass away. In the world of bliss we shall
beone as Christis one. As the waters of
the river, when they have rolled into the
bosom of the occan, are swallowed up by
its million billows ; as the lightsthat Eg‘ht—
a heaven by night, all melt away into the

bright splendour of the noon-day sun ; so
in heaven shall our varied extemal govern-
ments give way to the one bright and glo-
rious government of him who sits on the
mediatorial throne, and is head over all
things to the church.

At the same time, this is no reason why
we should not “ earnestly contend” for
this portion of the faith. It is often the
case, that much, very much depends upon
charch government and church discipline
for preserving the purity of the doctrines of
the gospel, and the purity of a church com-
munion? Are notthese important matters
matters? And can any one read church
history without coming to this conclusion ?
To us especially as descendants of those
who on ¢his very ground fought the battle
of civil and religious liberty, does not his-
tory read exciting lessons, why we shonld
“earn. 'tly contend?’ Are not voices
heard coming floating down -the stream of
ages, calling upon us to be steadfast? Js
not the voice of Calvin for three long cen-
turies heard echoing afar from Geneva’s
lake, and from amid the mountain avalan-
ches of Switzerland, and saying —Be
ye steadfast and unmoveable 2 I3 not the
voics of the noble Xnox heard ringing
forth from Scotland’s hills and Scotland’s
valleys—“ I have established your schools °
—1I have plaoned your colleges—I have
modelled your church strictly inaccordance
with the directions of God’s word—with its
sessions and presLyteries and synods and
assemblies ;—hold fast what ye have receiv-
ed—be ye steadfast and unmoveable?’—
Is not the voice of many & martyred one who
died for Christ’s crown and covenant, and -
who lies under loncly mouatain cairn, or
neath the heathy moss—heard in the wail-
blast saying :— For this comse we were

crsccuted and tormented—were driven

rom home and kindred——weére hunted like
the partridge upon the mountain—and at
last poured out our life’s blood at the stake
and upon the scaflfold—and will ye, our de~
scendants, will ye prove recreant—will ye
not be found ¢ steadfast and unmoven-
ble?” But abote all and better than gli,
is not the voice of him who is the beginn-
ing and the cnd, the firet and the last heard
saying from hi¢ ' throne in the heavensin
words which canrot be misanderstood :—
“Be thou faithfm]l unto the death, and I
will give thee'a crown of life?” With
such cndearing associations—with such
sweet and hallowed remembrances—with
such exemplars rousing to hely doeds, who
would not “stand Yast 1o that liberty where-
with Christ has made us free,”-——who would
not “eatmestly centcnd ** for this poetion
of our faith? - .

‘We come now to consider,

I1. SoME SPRCIAL REASONS WHY WE
SHOULD EARNESTLY CONTEND FOR TRE
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Faitu. Some Puritan writers profess to | ernment, one in worship, one in council,

discover in the text itself such reasons.—
But these reasons are more fanciful than
solid, and we pass them over. The rea-
sons to which we would refer, rise out of
our condition as a religious body ; they are
saggested by our position and standing as
the Prosbyterian Synod of the Lower Pro-
vinces. ‘L'o some of these we now address
ourselves briefly-

1. Our Unity. This is one special rea-
son :—We all know how the proverb runs,
—*Union is strength.” We all know
what the psalmist says of this Unity :—
‘“Behold how good and how pleasant a
thing it is for brethren to dwell together in
anity.”” We all know also, what the apos-
tle Paul writes respecting it :—I, therefore,
the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you, that
ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith
ie are called, . . . . . . endecavouring to

eep the unity of the spirit in the bond of
peace. For there is onc body and one
pirit even as ye are called in one hope of
your calling: One Lord, onn faith, one
God and Father of all, who is above all,
and through sl, and ir youall. And does
not a greater than the psalmist and a grea't-
er than Paul pray, and pray almost in his
last prayer, more carnestly, and more em-
phatically than ever,—Holy Father, keep
through thine own name, those whom thon
hast given me, that they may be one, as
we are. That they all may be one; as
thou, Father, art in me, and f in thee, that
they aiso may be one inus : that the world
may beliave that thou hast sent me. We
sce then what importance the sacred wri-
ters, and even Christ lLimself, attach to
this unity ; how necessury it is for defend-
ing, maintaining, viudicating and propaga-
ting the Faith.

‘Without self-landation, may we not as a
religious body, be permitted to lay claim
to this unity ? Looking around us in the
worlé, do we not see, even at this present
moment, some portions of the church, wo-
fally shattered and broken up, just for
want of this unity! Do we not see party
arrayed against party, in reference to doc-
trine, to discipline, to worship, and especi-
ally to rites and ceremoniesf Are not the
children of God made to mourn and lament
when they witness such things within the
sanctuary ? exposing the church and even
christianity itself, to the soeers and oppro-
brium of the world ? Qf them, might not
an apostle write, as he wrote while upon
earth :—“ It hath been declared unto me of
them of the house of Chloe, that there are
contentions among you ¥’

cssed be God, no such thing exists
among us as ® denomination. Blessed bo
God, there are no such contentions, no
such divisions. We are one in faith, onc
in doctrine, one in discipline, one in gov-

.

and shall we not add one in love and bro-
therly affection 2 Long, long may it be
so; leng, long may the God of heaven,
in his grace and mercy keep itso. Butis
not this a very powerful reason why we
should * earnestly contend for the faith 2
If we are so united—if we are firm and
strong within—strong in faith and in the
power of our God—then surely, surely this
is & mighty reason, why we should, not
only ward off the strckes of our encmies,
but, to usc the words of the psalmist, *‘ gird
us with strength unto the battle, and beat
them small as the dust  before the wind.”

2. Our Influence.  'We do not mean to
say that our influenco is greater than some
others around us: nor do we mean to
speak of it in an exulting and triamphang
tone. On the contrary, we would speak of
it with all humility and lowliness of mmd;
but at the same time, with all erantude to
the Lord - that he has put such an instru-
ment into our hands, whewwnith to ply the
souls of our fellow mex, and bring them to
the Saviour. All that we mean i3 just
what we say, this intluence is not small;
and this is a reason why we should use it
in the interest of the gospel; why coutend
for the faith.

There are several lights in which this
infincuce may be presented. First of all,
the number of souls that come directly under
it. According to our last statistics, there
are no fewer than 70,425 adherents, inclu-
ding children. Every Sabbath this large,
number, to a less or greater degree, comes
under this influence.  We preach to them
we lecture to them, we pray with and for
them, we exhort and warm and instruct
and entreat and rebuke them. We plead
with them, sctting before them, the glorics
of heaven and terrors of hell,—urging them
to flee from tho wrath to come, and lay
hold upon Christ as the only Savieur. In
addition to these we have all the other ap-
pliances of our ecclesiastica] machinery—
such as Sabbath schools, prayer mectings
and Biblc classes. This moral and spiri-
tual influence comes down upon these 70,
000 directly, less or more, every Sabbath,
and frequently on the common days of the
week. Now, will any one say, this is not
a mighty, a powerful agency put into our
hands by the God of heaven. And, collce
ting all their things togcther, arc not we
ourselves prepared to admit, it 75 sucha
potent weapon, and to confess, it is, of it-
self, a strong rcason, why we as a_body,
should “earnestly contend for the faith

There is another view however which
may be taken of this influence. Xt operates
not only directly, but also indirectly. It
operates, not only inside of our church,
but-also outsiide,  When we place a light
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in our dwellings, the light is not confined
to the room in which it is set. Xt shines
out through our windows, and streams
through every chink and cranny of our
doors ;—dispelling in part the thick dark-
ness of the night and affording, like a guid-
ing star, a clue to the weary traveller on
his homeward path. So is it with our
Sabbath day meetings and Sabbath day
exercises. They arenot confined to our
own flocks, they often tell on the outside
world. It cannot be otherwise. 70000
professors of religion, hearing and learaing
and treasuring up in their memories, the
most precious truths of the gospel. 70,000
professors mingling and associating with
the outer world ;—talking, conversing,
rcasoning, about the unseen realities of
cternity ;—70,000 professors praying with
their familics, reading and explaining their
Bibles, teaching their catechisms, holding
fast their confession of faith, and singing
their psalms and hymng ;—all these things,
while they have a binding power upon the
claims within, must have not a little power
on the outside world. In calculating our
influence as a denomination, therefore, and
while looking at its immediate and direct
power, we must hot forget its indirect and
social power. We must sum up its out-
side, as wel as its inside effects.

But this is not all. There is yet ano-
ther view which must be taken, if we would
see thoroughly the amount of this influence.
We must look at the extent of the ground
which 1t covers, or rather, in which it ope-
rates. Xf these 70,000 were all located in
one district of the country, their influcnce
would certainly be great. Centralization
would give them many advantages. But
we hold, scattered as they are, throughout
the whole of the lower provinces, that in-
fluence is much greater. Every congrega-
tion 13 diffusing this influence in its own
locality ; every pastor—* the angel of his
church ’—is casting down and around
him, his own amount of heavenly light.—
In the sweet and fertile island of Prince
Edward,—in the gray hills and pastoral
valleys of Cape Breton,—in the gorgeous
woodlands and by the massive streams of
New Branswick,—in the boreas-like clime
of Newfoundland,—in the sunny cedar-
bearing Bermudas—and in humble, bat
loved Nova Scotia—in ali these province,
this influence is felt and rapidly working
its way. Like the seven-coloured bow in
full arch, it spans the lower provinces, from

one point to its opposite of the colonial

-horizon. ¥s it necessary, thon, to say
that looking at this_extent of ground on
which this influcnce is operating it shounld
nerve one and all of us to contend carnest-
Iy for the faith 2 God is opening a wide
door for us, shall we refase to enter in ?

3. Our Responsibility. We might refer

here to the responsibility which lies upon
us in reference to these 70,000 souls. How .
precious is one soul ! how much more so
70,000. But this is not the responsibility to.
which we now allnde. It is a special,. &
a peculiar responsibility. Theso provinces
are comparatively new. Newness charac-
terises every thing about them. In old
countries, everything is fixed and settled—
their manners, their customs, their princi-
les, their government, theiv religion, their
institutions, Centuries have rolled over
these, and embedded them in their hearts
and affections : on the contrary, in these
provinces, all these are comparatively in a
state of formation. Now to us has been
committed the formation of their religious

‘institutions and the establishment of gospel

ordinances. What s noble opportunity is
presented us, for preaching the gospel in
all its purity, and establishing scriptural
institutious and ordinances ! * For centuries
to come these institations and ordinances,
may enli%};xten and bless and comfort God’s
people. But if we neglect our duty in this
respect—if we prove indifferent or uncon-
cerned, what shall our responsibility be?
As we sow now, generations may reap af-
terwards. This, then, is the responsibility
to which we refer. If weact a godly and
christian part, men will rise up and call us
blessed ; if not, ours may be the doom of -the
unfaithful servant. Is not this another
reason by which we are urged * earnestly
to contend for the faith %

Having now endeavoured to consider the
faith for which we ought to contend ;—a
scriptural faith in opposition to infidelity ;
a Protestant faith, in opposition to Popery,
and a Presbyterian faith, in o%position to
other sects and partics; and having con-
sidered some special reasons why we should
contend for the faith;—our unity, our in-
flucnce, and our vesponsibility, we shall
now conclude with a very few remarks,
applying the whole.

 Watchman what of the might, watch-
man what of the night 2* Looking at the
strange events which are everywhere occar-
ring around us—strange eventsin the revo-
lutions of nations, in the circumstances of
churches, in the manifestations of God’s
providence ;—locking at these and such as,
these, may wc not put this question, in re-
ference tothe history of this world? < Ag
what point of its cycle hes it arrived ¢
How far distant from theend ¢”  “ Watch-
man what of the night?” But may not
each office-bearer of the charch, and espe-
cially cach :ninister apply this question to
himself, as well as to the history of the
world? ** Whatof my courseran? How
much work may Iyetdo? When will the
end be?” How briefis the working period
in the life of a minister of the gospel?
How rapidly do the years of activity roll
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away, and the days of infirmity come ?—
Upon an average—and it may be consider-
ed a very high average-—30 or 40 years sco
all his vigour spent, and all his strength
.gone ; should 50 years find him standing
in the pulpit and ministexing to his people,
it may bo reckoned the extreme goal at
which he can reach. And are not some of
us approaching such periods T Have not
some of us gone before the 30; sonic hey
oud the 40; and some, it may be, coming
near to the 50?2 Arethere not signs hung
out to us, that the end is coming? hhhat
mean these gray hairs, whitening the head
as if with almond blossomis 7 What mean
these wrinkles curling upon the forcheast
and shrivelling the countenance? What
wmeans that dimness of eye, predicting that
«they who look eout at the windows, are
gbout to be darkened?” Do they nos all
tell thas the end s coming? Do they not
all call upon us to work more cacnestly
than ever? Do they not all urge upon ns
seriously, solemnly to ask the question :—
¢ Watchman, wbat of the night? watch-
man what of the night?” DBut warnings
are given as well as signs. Look around
you and see ; ave not some of the best and
dearest of eur friends ever and anon Ueing
carried away in mournful procession to the
grave? Does not the green grass wave
over many & heart, which at our last meet-
ing, beas strong and warm? Do we not
sce blanks everywhere around us, in every
rank and profession, where we were wont
to mect with smiling faces and cordial wel-
comes?  Youall know this, you aH feel it.
Aand pardon me, fathers and hrethyen, if I
give a passiug tribute of 1ewmembraunce, to
s loved brother and a nadne spirit who has
left us sinee Iast we met in synod. True,
for some years bach, he did not sit in coun-
cil, with us, nor enter into our delibera-
tions. He had other work to perform, and
he performed it well—a work for which
not.gnly our church, but all the evangeli-
cal churches of the land, will fecl deeply
mdebted to him, and will sweetly embalm
his memory. But tho’ he sat not in coun-
cil with us, nothing would have offended
bis generous, roanly spirit more, than to
bave aaid, e has not of us; for he was al-
ways with us. Going out and in among
us, his beaming countenanee was as fami-
liar to every one of us, &s a son’s counten-
arce to his father, or asa brother’s to a
brather. Dear departed one, thou hast run
thy course, thou hast toiled thy day, thou
hast left thy mark on our land, thon hast
written thy name in letters of love on many
2 young heart. Shall I say :—“Fare the
well, brother, a long and fosever fare thee
well?” ShallIsaythis? Ne! T caunot,
I dare not ; for “X know that he shallrise
again in the resurrection at the last day;”
axd then—happy, thrice happy thought—

*¢we shall bo forover with tho Lord.” In
he mcantime, does not all this lead to ask
in reference to ourselves i—* Watchman
what of the night ? watchman what of the
night? Enquire, enquive 77

Nono of us can be bLlind to these signs, or
deaf to these wamnings. The end must
come, and we must meet it.  This is the des-
tiny of all. I, as an individual, claim no
exemption fyom this destiny ; I know itis
coming ; I behold it in these sians, and 2
hear itin these warning. Nearer and near-
er does it approach; clearer and cleaver are
the sounds ot its footfalls heard cchoing.—
But if this were the lastappearance, in such
a position as I now occupy, which I were to
make before you—and there is every hu-
man prodbability that it is ;—if this were the
last sermon I were to preach ;—and God
onrly knows but it may beso ;—yca, if “the
hour of my departure” had come, and X had
‘but one breath to spead,—that appecraice
would be mado, that sormon prea«..~i, ihas
Breath spent in “earnestly contending for
the faith—in contending, 2ud valling upon
others to contend for Clui~t as & completo
Saviour, and the crass ol Claist as the only
way to salvation.” With & personalinter-
est in Jesus masclf—and being found at my
post, engeyed in this work, this blessed
work, I wouid have nothing to fear for time
or vternity.  Roll on, then, roll on, yedays
wnd months and years, and bring me old
" uge, if ye may; shine out, shine out, ye,
i sizns of coming failure, shine out, cleaver
and neaser and brighter, if ye will; peal on
ve warning voices, peal on, louder and loud-
er and deeper, ye will not—ye cannot move
me; for “I know that my Redecmer liv-
eth;” *“ God is our refuge and strength, a
very present help in trouble: Therefore,
will not we fear, though the earth he re-
moved, and thongh the mountains be car-
riec into the midst of the sca; though the
waters thereof roar and be tronbled, though
the monntains shake with the swelling there-
of.” Amen.

——-—-om———-
Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Fund.

The following vepori en this sebjeet was
submitted at the last meeting of Synost :

The Committee appointed teo devise &
plan for the institution and maintendnce of a
sand for aged and infirm ministers, lieg leave
to report that they have examiaed the sub-
Jjecs with as much care as the time at their
disposal admitied. They have considered
the various plans by which such a fund
might be established and maintained ; and
would respectfully preseut their conclusions
as follows :

Three plans have been beforo the Com-
mittee. The first is the establishment of a
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sort of Benefit Fund, similer to that of the
Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund, by which
ministers should pay a certain annual rate,
and be entitled, in the event of their heing
obliged to retive from the work of the mi-
nistry, either from age or infinmity, to such
annuity as therules of the fand might deter-
mine. For reasons which the Cominitteo
do not deem it necessary to state at Iength,
they cannot rccommend this as suitable to
the circumstances of our chureh, either pre-
sent or prospective.

A sccond plan wourld ho the establish-
ment of an invested fund, the interest of
which wonld afford a suitable aunuity to
the cluss for whom it is intended. Such a
fund, if it conld be obtained large enough,
wounld possess obvious advantages. But
the Committee do not deem it advisable to
attempt such & measure under present ecir-
cumstances. In any case it would involve
a large amount of cffort to accumulate a
fund that would afford anything like an
adequate nllo vance, even for those who
would now be entitled to be placed in the
fund, and in the futare much larger amounts
would be required. Some members of our
church entertain strong ohjections against
the charch estnblishing\such a fund, and in
the present state of commercial depression,
a4¢ with the multitude of other ohjects
pressing upon the attention of the church,
the committee do not deem it advisable to
make the attempt.

The third plan would be, annual collee-
tions in our congregations. Connected
with this are obvious difiiculties. Promi-
nent among them is the fact that we have
so many schemes already. A large num-
ber of our congregations do not contribute
at all, or contributc very irregularly to the
ordinary schemes of the church. Tt is said
that even one-half of our congregations do
not contribute to some of the most impor-
tant of the church’s enterpriscs, involving
as they do, the great work which she is
doing for Gol’s glory and the promotion of
His cruse.  Under thesc circumstances, can
it be_expected that a measure of this kind
shonld reccive the regular and combined
support of the various congregations of the
church ? .

The Committee did not therefore feel
free to recommend either of these pluns,
pure and simple. But looking at the whole
state of the case, the Committee recommend
that immediate efforts be made for the cs-
tablishnient of such a fund by the following
means: first, by a subscription from the
ministers of the body, as God has prospered
them ; secondly, by donations from the
wealthicr members” of the charch; and
thirdly, Ly & general collection to be ap-
pointed by Synod, to be takeu in all our
congregations. In this way it is hoped
that sufficient might be raised during the

resent year to provide for all cases 1equir-
ing attention for some time. For the con-
tinued support of tho fund, the Committee
would rely on such legacies and donations
a8 might be received, and general coilae-
tions throughout the church at such inter
vals a8 the oxigencies of the fund«night ro-
?xire, and the Synod mightdeem advisable,
The Committee feol that considering the
nature of the object the Synod may go for-
ward, trusting the word of our Divine Maa-
ter, “ Have faithin God.” Ie has the hearts
of all men in His hands,—to him belong
tho silver and the gold ; and doing our duty,
depending on Him, we believe that He
would not “ leave his aged servants, in the
time of old age nor forsake them when their
strength faileth.” We belicve that the
scheme would commend itself to the libe-
rality of the members of our church, parti-
cularly of those who, through the kind
Providence of God, are plyced in comforta-
ble circumstances, and that the scheme once
established, legacics and dopations would
flow in, and should the fund at any time bo
reduced to a condition requiring a new
effort, a collection ordered by Sysod
throughout the church would readily re-
plenish it. If a liberal effort be made at
this time such a collection would not again
he required for an interval of years.

The principal objection to this measure
the view of the Committee, is the danger of
its interfering with other cfforts in which
the Synod is engaged, and the importance
of which the Committee fully recogmize.
The Committee regard it as sufficient to say
in reply, that God in his Providence is now
calling us to the work. Cases arc now be-
fore the church, imperatively calling for our
efforts, and it wonld therefore be unfaith-
fulness to him to sit still. The Committea
would vegret, should this measure in the
slightest degree interfere with any of the
other schemes of the church, but they would
hope that by the exercise of prudence on

.the part of those to whom the Synod may

entrust the business, all dapger of this may
be avoided, and our people may be found to
respond_in the spiric of the Divine injunc-
tion, “ Give a portion to seven and also to-
eight, for thon knowest not what evil shall
be upon the earth.”

In accordance with.these views, the Com
mittce beg leave to preseat the following
resolutions : -

1. That a fund be immediately estab-
lished for the support of aged and infin
ministers, to be unander the direction of &
committec appointed by Synod.

2. That for the establishment of the fund
a subscription be mado among the minis-
ters of the Synod, that the Commiittee be
authorized to solicit donations from the
wealthier members of our church, and that
a general collection be made throughout
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our congregations on such a Sabbath in
January next as may be most suitable to
to the couvenience of sessions, and that the
fund boafterward maintained by donations,
legacies,and collections at such times as
the Synod may determine.

3. That the Committes be dirccted to
prepare a short circular to be read by each
minister on intimating the collection.

The committee have also drawn up n
series of rules for the future management of
the fund, which they are prepared to sub-
mit to Synod.

All which is respectfully submitted,

GEORGE PATTESON, Con,

On the above report boing submitted to
Synod, it was resolved, “ That the report
ot the Committee be received and their dili-
gence approved ; and that in accordance
with the recommendation of the Com-
mittee, o fund be immediately established
for the support of aged and infirm min-
isters.”

It was resolved, *“ That the Committee
be authorized during the cwirent yedr to
invite subscriptions from ministers and do-
nations from the more wealthy members of
the church.”

In accordance with the above resolutions
the Committee would now bring the mat-
ter before the Church. It is %o;)ed that
each Presbytery will take action to have
the scheme wrought out within its bounds.
The Committee” were also ““ authorized
to meet, and to relieve any case that
may come under their notice during the

rear’”  One such case at lcast has heen
rought to the notice of the Committee,
which will require early action. It is hoped
therefore that Presbyteries will move in the
matter without delay, Mr. A. H. Patter-
son, at the Bank of Nova Scotin Agency,
New Glasgow, has consented to act as
Treasurer and any contributions may .be
forwarded to him. *

We subjoin a copy of the rules which
have been drawn up for the management
of the fund. These are now sent down for
the consideration of Presbyteries, and it is
possible that some modification of them
may be found necessary or advisable.

GEORGE ParrERSON, Convenor,

RULES.
For.the management of the Aged and Infirm
Ministers Fund of the Presbyterian Church
. . of the Lower Provinces.

1. The fynd shall be under the manage-
ment of a committe of * to be ap-
pointed by Syuod.

2. The objectof the fund shall be to pro-
vide for the suppott of those ministers dis-
abled cither by age or infirmity from the
active dutics of their office, whose congre-

gatious arc either unable to make such pro-
vision, or can only do so inadequately,
while maintaining ordinances among them-
selves.

3. Tho fund shall be maintained by dona-
tions, legacies, and collcctions throughout
tho church as often as the Synod may de-
termine,

4. The mode of admission to the benefit
ot the fund shall be by the minister ap({)l -
ing through his Presbytery, and being u{y
reccommended by them.

5. As the fund is not intended to relieve
congregations from their duty to their aged
and infirm ministers, or to supersede their
efforts for their support, it shall be the duty
of Preshyterics before recommending any
applicant to be placed upon the fund to
use diligence with his congregation, that
they make such provision for his support
as their circumnstances will admit.  And
they shall not rccommend the case, unless
it uppear that his retirement from ministe-
rial labour is owing either to old age or ill
health which disables him_for the dutics of
an active profession, and is likely to be
permancnt, or these causes combined. Be-
ing satisfied on tiis point the Presbytery
certify the same to the Committee, report.
ing at the same time their dealings with
the congregation and the result.

6. On the Committes recciving sucha
certificate from the Presbytery, they shall
place his name on the list of annuitants,
unless they shall be dissatisfied with the
action of the Presbytery, in which case
they shall have the power to bring the mat-
ter under the notice of Synod.

7. In the case of those duly recommend-
ed by a Presbytery, and no objection offer-
ed as in the last rule, the applicant shall
be entitled to reccive the sum of $200 an.
uuglly, payable in four quarterly instal-
ments, on the Istof January, April, July
and October, commencing on the first of
these dates. succeeding the receipt of the
Presbytery’s certificate. .

8. In special cases where & minister’s
health may be impaired but not so much
as to require his retivement from the active
duties of & profession, the Committee may
grant him half the above annuity, payable
in the same manner, to he increased to full
annuity should his infirmity increase.

9. In the case of a minister taken upon
the fund for sickness thought likely to be
permanent and afterward recovering his
strength sufficieatly to engage activelyin
the duties of a profession, the Committes
shall have power to discontinue the annu-
ity.

:ylo. In the case of a minister disabled for
a.time by sickpess from active duty,

Commitice shall have discretionary power
to graut temporary relief to an extent not

exceeding the regular annuity.
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Repbrt of the Committee on the
Presbyterian Ministers' Widows'
and Orphans' Fund, 1869.

The committee on the Presbyterian min-
isters’ widows’ and orphans’ Fund have
tistlo more to report than the state of their
funds, which have increased from our ordi-
nary sourecs of income at a satisfactory
rate. No donations of any amount had
been reccived. At tho date of our last
report of our capital fund was $8874 50,
Since that time the balance in hand of the
New Brunswick Widows’ Fund, has been
paid over amounting to $359 41. The
recoipts from the ordinary sources of in-
come have been as follows :—

Members dues - - - - - . $984 87
Interest and dividends - - - - 555 99
Fines « « - - - « < < <« . 9 49
Dounations - - - - - . . . - 874

%1576 09

From which has to be deducted one an-
nuity of 8120 and incidental cxpenses 810,
leaving the sum of 81446 09 from ordinary
income, and ghe sum of $359 41 from the
New Brunswick fund, or a total of 81805 50,
to be added to the capital fund, which now
amounts to $106 80, to which is to be ad-
ded the dues of members piy~' .z at this
meeting of Synod amounting to $1000.

The committee are happy to record that
no death has taken place during the past
vear among the ministers, so that we have
as yet only one annuitant upon the fund.
Sueh a remarkable preservation of the lives
of our ministers as this Synod has enjoyed
for some years calls for our most devout
gratitude to the Prescrver of men. This,
however, cannot long continue. Already
we hear of more than one of our ministers
laid aside from active duty. Since the as-
sembling of this meeting of Synod, the
committee have learned with deep regret,
that one of their own number, a brother
dearly beloved is under an allness, which
excites the most lively anxiety regarding
the -continuance of his labours on carth.—
At all events removals must be more fro-
quent in the future, than they have hitherto
teen, and in the prospect of them itisto
the comittee matter of sincere gratitude
that by this fund provision has been made
for the beloved ones, whom they may leave
behind them, and who might otherwise be
left destitute; and at the same time of un-
feigned regret, that there are so many of our
ministers for whom no such provisions has
been made, and, that among thosc most
deeply interested, there should be so much
indiffercnce on the subject. It is to be
feared that such neglect ‘may yet ve atten-
ded with painfal results. :

Since the last report seven mix_listé,rs all!

'

belonging to the former Synod of New
Brunswick have connected themselves with
the fund. ,

Having, in former reports, entered fully
into the nature and merits of this scheme,
tho committeo do not feel called on to re-
peat what they have said. But they may
be allowed in conclusion & word of earnest
advice to their younger brethreu just enter-
ed upon their ministry. It is frequentl
made the subject of complaint that the sti-
pends of our ministers are such, that they
cannot, from that sonice, make provision
for the wants of those dependent on them.
But all this’ only shows the urgent neces-
sity of their availing themselves of such a
scheme as the present. 'We belicve that in
the large majority of cases, by Broper‘ef-
fort the amount of the anuual subscription
might be obtained from the session or con-
gregation. A singlo collection would, in
most instances, be sufficieht. What ses-
sion would refuse, say a single sacramental
collection for this object. In this way the
minister might obtaiu the provision for his
family which this scheme affords, without
any diminution of his salary. And while
this is the case, can any person. who
neglects the opportunity thus gfforded him,
be held excusable, or can he with any con-
sistency complain, that his salary will not
cnable him to make provision for his fam-
ily should be in the Providence of God be
taken from them 2

Al which is respecttully su.bmitted,‘
GeorGe PaTTERSON, Sect’y.

PO
Fome RVisgions.

An Interesting Field.
Nereris, New BRUNSWICK.

This beantiful agricultural settlement rc-
ceives its name from the little stream by
which it is intersected, a name which like
many in New Brunswick is of Indian ori-
gin. From time immemorial the red man
of the forest held undisputed sway along
the banks of this strcam. Dwelling in
wigwams and spending their time in fish-
ing and hunting, there wasno white man
to molest them in their forest home. At
an early period, however, some thousands
of acres of land in Nerepis which the In-
dian considered his by right and inherit-
ance, was granted to Colonel Glasicr, a re-

tired officer in the British army. Holding
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this grant for some time, Glasier, at length
made it over to Genceral Coffin, who also
bought a lavge tract in connection with it
for a mere nominal sum. Coffin at this
time owned all the land that-is now com-
prised in the settlements of Westfield,
Welsford and Nerepis Valley. To in-
duce parties to emigrate from the mother
country and settle here, this large tract of
coantry was divided into lots of 500 acres
each, one of which gvas to be given gratis
to any person who would cultivate the land.
Coffin_ himself lived here on what is now
called Coffin’s Point, at the mouth of the
Nerepis River and gave some attention to

agricultural pursuits. In 1816 there were:

only four families living in all Nerepis.—
Then thiere were no roads and all commau-
nication to St. John was by boats. Hence
they knew but little of what was going on
in the outside world and there was no eye
but the eye of Jehovah to witness their
spiritual destitution. Visits from a minis-
ter were like angel’s visits “few and far
between.” The Sabbath was lightly es-
teemed and godly picty soon crushed out.
When at a later date two or three Scotch
families arrived, the readers of the REcorD
can well imagine their demure looks when
rising from their beds on the Sabbath mor-
ning and finding this hallowed day- 8o ill-
observed. Being sccustomed to revercnce
the Lord’s day in their fatherland, fancy
their surprise when in the forests of Nere-
pis 1o sec the sanctity of the Sabbath dese-
crated in such a signal manner by the wo-
men churning and tlic men splitting wood
and hocing potatoes. Such sights and scenes
as these almost led our good old Scotch
friends to doubt the propriety of making
this new country their adopted home.—
Soon, however, they were visited by clergy-
men who broke to them the bread of life.—
The Episcopalians were the first who came
among them and ministered to their spiri-
tual wants. Occasionally they were as-
sembled together on the Sabbath," yet thas
devont demeanor which now so largely
characterizes the people of these settlements

was not- observed at thése ‘gatherings.— |
When the minister announced the chapter-

to be read, no rustling of the leaves of Bi-

ibles grected his ears as but foew of the scat-
tered families in the district possessed a
copy of the good book. So scarce was it
at one time that magistrates constables and
other government officials when sworn into
office had the oath administered with the
book of Common Prayer. Besides being
visited by the Episcopalians, the Presby-
terians also came among them at intervals
Among the first who visited them was a
layman a Mr. Tennant formerly a merch-
ant of St. John. His visits were appre-
ciated by the people and are still remem-
bered by some of them. OQcensional sup-
ply was given by the Free Church and at
one, time they enjoyed the services of a set-
tled pastor.

But how changed the scene in Nerepis
now from days of yore. The dense woods
have to a large extent given way tothe
woodman’s axe and fine farms and large
tracts of cultivated land now greet the eye
and the shrill whistle of the locomotive
the ear. Flourishing Sabbath and day
schools arc now established, you will find
a Bible in every house, no fewer than four
churches throughout the wholo district and
the Lord’s day devoutly observed. Great
things have been wrought. Traly the
desert has rejoiced and blossomed as the
rose. Much, however, yet remains to be
done by our own people here. The Pres-
Dyterian is now the predominant body yet
we have no minister scttled. No prayer
meetings nor bible classes exist, and there
are no clders throughout the whole district.
The young—of which there arc a large
number in the varied scttlements—sre
growing up without being instructed in tho
principles and doctrines of our church and
hence are becoming estrangd from us—
In connection with Jerusalem tley conld
suﬁporta minister although some educat-
ing on systematic beneficence would be ne-
cessary before doing so. Being disappoin-
ted in their choice on one or two occasions
they have allowed their zeal to flag. Let
them take courage from what has been
wrought among them ever remembering
God reigns and that Jehovah Jireh will

provide,
A. B, D.
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One Soveign Rlissions,

NEW HEBRIDES MISSION.

Within the month we havo, received lot-
ters from My, Mortonof Trinidad, from all
the New Hebridean missionaries connected
with this Church, from Rev. Mr. Copeland
of Futuna, fromn Rev. D. McDonald of
Meclbourne, and from Dr. Steel ot Sydney.
The last named, our agent at Sydney,
writes under dates of 14th July and 11th
August. The first Jetter, we publish, shew-
ing what followed his citation before the
Supreme Court, of which our readers wero
informed in our last number.

The letter now published gives & brief
and general statement of the effect of the
judicial proceedings taken, on the public
mind ; but it is necessary to vead the Syd-
ney papers to got any adequate idea of the
indignation aroused among all classes by
the tyrannical procedure and harsh repri-
mand of Mr. Justice Hargrave. By the
press these have heen condemned with sin-
gular unanimity, and the severe strictures
spoken at the public meeting by men of the
highest standing in church and state, were
receivel with- applanse, and - resolations
passed expressive of the deepest sympathy
with Dr.Steel and the highest approval of
his conduct in the whole affair.

At this immense gathering, which par-
wok of the character of an indignation
meeting, an address, expressive of sympa-
thy, approval and confidence, was presented
with Fifty sovereigns to meet the expenses
10 which he had been suljected.

Dr. Steel has suffered innocently. He
bas suffered in a good cause. He had be-
fore the trial, and more than once since,
exposed the unrizhteous traffic, and now
that the wrath of those willing to live by
the degradation and blood of the poor New
Hebrideans has reached him through the
julicial bench, he may well rejoice that he
was counted worthy to suffer shame in such
acause, and that the infamous traffie whiéh
le exposed has, in the coudemnation of the
taptain to death and of his super-cargo to
feaal servitude, received what may prove

its death Ulow. Mr, McDonald may be
sanguine in saying, “ Slavery in the South
Secas is fairly put ancend to at last” It

may not dio so casily, but if the friends of |

freedom and christianity persevere, the re-
suit of thc conflict cannot be doubtful. As
an index we give the following paragraph
from the Times of Sept. 27th:

Tae PoLyNesiaN IsLANDERS.—A de-
spatch of Earl Granville to the Governor of
gucenslmxd, on the subject of the immigra-
tion of the Polynesian islanders has been
published. Tt hus vecently heen made only
too apparent that this immigration was car-
rvied on upon a system having many of the
features of the slave trade. Earl Granville
calls the Governor’s scrious and immedidte

attention to the matter as onc not merely.

affecting Queensland, but touching the
honour ot the British name, and one in

which Her Majesty’s Government “feel -

the deepest interest.”” The Governor is
urged to use his utmost influence to protect

the immigrants, so that thoy shall not be

at the mercy of those about them.

From the subjoined letter from Mr.
Morrison, written on board the Dayspring
when approaching New Zealand, (sccond
visit) where he will reside for this season, it
appears that he has been not only “ holding
his own,”” but graduslly gaining strength.
Dr. Geddie's report for 1868, long expect-
ed, has been at length rcceived and is a
most admirable document. This, with his
letter and the letter of Rev. Mr, McNair,
being on business, must be submitted in
tho first place to the Board. The Dr’s.

report, however, may be expected in our -

next number.

The Charch will regret to learn that Dr.
and Mvs. Geddie are not so well in health
as when they left our shores.
spend our winter, their warm season, in
Victoria or New South Wales, as the fol-
lowing extract will shew :—

‘1 expect to visit Australia in Jannary.
The reasons for this visit are various. We
wish to escape the warm “season,” to sénd
our youngest daughter to' school, and X
must arrange. also about the printing of the
0ld Testament. Mrs. Geddic and I hope
to return with the vessel in April,

“Y trusg that you will make every effort

They will -

to find 2 Suitablé missionary to occupy ‘that' -

station. It-is now and will be the’ most
important station on ghc group for years to
come. You ought, if possible, tosend a
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tricd man, who has had some oxpericnce
at home. Let us look to God for help, and
he will send the man we need ” N

Mr. Copeland transmits papers from the
Mission Couneil.  Mr, and Mrs, McNuir
are at their post and well, having ontertain-
ed successive partics of native chiefs and
people who visited them, from distant parts
of the island, whether with friendly or un-
friendly designs, was not casily determined.
They were treated with kindness, and de
parted apparently pleased. Mr. McNair
acknowledges with thanks, goods from Rev.
Mr. McKipuon’s congregation, Hopewell,
statine t'.at they were seasonable and suit-
able,

The Records of Presbyterial proceedings
will shew that the call from the Board of
Missions isin the hands of Rev. M. G.
Henry. Let the example of the Presbytery
in offering special prayer for direction to
Mr. Henry and his people be followed by

the Church generally, and we may hope-

tully await the issue.

Dr Steel’s letter of August 11th, gives
an account of his examination before a
Royal Commission appointed to inguire
into * alleged cases of kidnapping of natives
of the Loyalty islands, and into the state
and prohable results of Polynesian immi-
gration.” From it we make the following
extract :—

“ The Dayspring arrived at Auckland on
the 3i1d July, having on board the Rev D.
Morrison and wife, and Rev J. Cosh and
wife. Mr Morrison is to stay ai New Zeal-
and for some time. Mr and Mrs Cosh were
to return in the vessel which was 1o leave
on the 5th inst.  The missionaries’ families
wete all well. Mrand Mrs Watt had been
settled on Tanna, at the station formerly
occupied by the Mathesons’. Mr und Mrs
Milne were ar Auckland, veady to go by
the vessel to their sphere of labour.”

Mr. Morton and family were well at
latest date, though some inconvenience had
been experienced from contact with centi-
pedes aud scorpions. A season of great
drought has been followed by torremts of
rain! The drought led to fires very do-
structive on‘ some estates, and the Tainy
season brought more fever'than common,
and of a worse type, as well-as the minor
evil of venomous reptiles. The school was

prospering under Sindeen the new Coolio
teacher, and Mr. Morton was, in connection
with his own work, assisting in the supply
of Mr. Lambert’s congregation, Rev. Mr.,
Brodie of Port of Spain, having been ab.
sent for some time in Grenada. We will
publish a letter from Mr. Morton in our
next number.

“Dayspring.”
The Southern Cross, published in New
Zealand, countains the following account of
the recent movements of the mission vessel |

The mission brigantine Dayspriag, after
leaving this port in March lase, sniled direet
for Aneciteum, arriving there after a splen.
did run of seven days. Having discharged
part of her cargo there, she then made the
round of the islands, calling at Futuna,
Aniwa, Tana, Eiromanga, and Fate, and
landing at all these the missionaries’ annual
supplies of stores. ‘I'he most of the mission
families were in good health, and had not
suffered more than the average amount of
sickness during the rainy scason. At all
the -stations the work of the mission was
found to be making gratifying progress.—
Returning from Fate, the “Dayspring”
again called at all the islands on the way
south, taking the missionaries to Aneiteum,
to their annual conference there.  The bu.
siness of the conference having been brought
to a close, the vessel again proceeded north-
ward, Ianding the missionaries at their
respective stations, settling the Rev William
Watt on Tanna, and removing the Rev J.
D. Gordon from Erromanga to Santo for
the winter months. My Watt, it will be
remembered, is the missionary of the Pres.
hyteriun church of this Colony ; and it will
be gratifying to the friends of the mission
here to learn that this settlement on Tanna
has been effected ander very favourable
circumstances. When he went there the
Rev John Inglis accompanicd him witha
hand of Aneitcumese to assist in the erection
of his house, and remained with him uutil
that ohject was accomplished. These things
being done, the vessel then, according to
previous arrangement, returned to this port
for the purpose of taking the Rev Peter
Milne, who has recently arrived here from
Scotland, to his destination on the New
Hebrides. She left Anciteum on the 17th,
and arrived here yesierday morning early.

Lietter from Rev. Dr. Steel.

. Sypxey, 14th July, 1869,
Rev. and Dear Sir,—The trial of the Pro-
prietors of the Sydney Morning Herald’ and
myself for contempt of Court, came off on
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the 25th June. The Proprictors of the
Herald wl.o had published an article after
tho trial of Captain Hovell, but before the
points reserved for adjudication by the full
Court had been considered, as well as the
letters of Mr. Neilson and myself, were ad-
judged guilty of contempt. ‘They pleaded
enilty and made an apology. In the case
of the letter, it was acknowledged, but for
the article they were fined £100 and costs.
In my casec, as I had put in an affidavit of
ipnorance—that when the letter of Mr.
Neilson was sent for publication, X was not
aware of the committal of Hovell, the Chief
Justice thought I was entitled to a total
acquittal. Another of the Judges accepted
all my statements and acquirted me of in-
tentional contempt; but adjudged me le-
eally guilty. The other Judge, Mr Justice
Hargrave, condemned me altogether. The
majority of the Court thus held me guilty,
and on the 28th Junc I was reprimanded
by Mr. Justice Hargrave, on whomn as senior
Puisne Judge, the work devolved when the
Chicf Justice dissented. You will read for
yourself and judge his language—1I wasalso
to pay costs. :

This has created a great excitéinent,
and the conduct of the Judge condemned.
Public opinion throughout the colony and
Victoria has been unanimously in my favor,
this was expressed in the papers, and also
more emphatically at a larze and infinential
meeting in Sydney. It has been a great
trial to me ; bat I have now come out of it
with no discredit to myself or the mission
which I represent. The public have also
relieved me of all pecuniary loss. I send
a full report for your own use and a copy of
the papers. - ’

Much atteution is now dirccted to the
mode of removing the natives of the South
Sea Islands, and & Commission has heen
appointed by the crown to examine into the
matter. ’

I have not heard any further news from
the Xslands, though I have been daily ex-
pecting intelligence—as the Dayspring was
to go to New Zealand in the end of June to
take the Rev. Peter Milne and his wife to
the Islands.

In the present state of affairs, missionary
operations have been much injured by the
removal of so many of the male population
from the New Hebrides to Queensland and
Fiji. 1t has now been clearly proved that
kidnapping has occurred. Thisis what the
missionaries have said for years; bat it was
difficult to prove the charge. A great
check has now heen placed on the whole
matter by what has occurred, and the au-
thorities are on the qui vive. The admi-
alty has issued inktructions on the sub-
joct to H, M. Ships of war on’this station.
I halvc no doubt thercfore that good will
resuit,

Trusting that on oxamination of this
matter as regards my conduct, you will
agree with the public opinion here, and
praying that all may issue for the good of
the missionary cause.

I am, yours very sincerely,
RoBrrr STEEL.

Letter from Rev. D. McDonald.

‘Tue Maxse, EMerarnp Hing,
Mersourye, July 16, 1869.

My Dear Sir,~Many thanks for yours
of the 10th of March. I only wish I would
sec your hand oftener.

our remittance to Dr, Steel for the in-
surance fund rcached Melbourne in duc
course and I have the satisfaction of telling
You that, before our Assembly meets in
Hovember, within one ycar of starting the
fund. we shall have upwards of £3000 in-
vested for insurancd. New Zenland did
nobly. I need not give you the particulais
as you will sce them soon in print. The
Mission-vessel produced a mighty impres-
sion in Dunedin, as she always docs.

T hind o letter dast week from Mr., Cosh,
dated 23rd March. Both he and his wife
write in better spirits then ever and are
evidently owned of God in their ‘work.
You will sce their letters in the next
Review.

The things arrived in_the Magnet all
right. They were forwarded to meet the
Doayspring at Auckland, and reached in due
course. ‘

I sympathise with Fou and Mr. Morrisan
in the state of his health. It is a great
loss to the mission that he is disabled—
yet the number of agents in the mission
field is steadily inereasing, and X feel that.
thf prospects of the mission.are very hope-
ful, T .

Siavery in the South Scas is fairly put
a stop to at last. The Captain of a slaver
was condemned to death the other day in
Sydney, and thoe supercargo of the same
vessel, who escaped to Melhourne, potseven
years with hard labor in our Supreme
Court yesterday. A Government Commis-
sion has been appointed in New South
‘Wales to inquire into the whole subject.
With reference to more missionaries, can
you not get young men—like Robertson,
the cotton agent, to dedicate themsclves to
the mission, and hegin to study for-it?
We have one such student here,

It is a question whether the D. S, will
come to Melbourno or Adelnide—probably
to Adelaide, as the Adelaide brethren are
pressing for a visit. I have not yet heard
of her arrival at the Islands.

In Victoria, about £300 have been- al-
ready collected this year, for the Dayspring
maintenance fund, so there is no falling off
as yet. The neighbouring colonics, how-
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ever, need a little stirring up. We have
ot nothing yet from South Australia and
little from Tasmanin

With the assurance of my unabated in-
terest in our mission—yours and onrs—and
in tho dear little vessel ahd her work, not
forgetting the zood captain, and his wife,
praying God to bless yon and your Iabors,

I ever am, yours very truly,
. McDoxavp.

Rev. P. G. McGRrEGoOR.

Letter from Rev., D. Morrison

On board the * Dayspring” off the moutk
of Auckland Harbor, July 29th, 1869. }

My Dear MRr. McGrecowr,—It is now
some four months since I wrote to you last
before leaving Auckland for the New He.
brides. In the interval I have bLeen in the
New Hebrides and attended the annual
meeting of the mission. The minutes to be
forwarded by Dr. Geddic will shew what
subject ovccupied our attention,

With respect to myself I have to say,
that until I reached Efate after the annual
meeting, I purposed to remain in the; New
Hebridos at least till the end of the season.
Bat having got back among my people in
Erakor, I found that it was impossible for
me t0 beso free from care and exertion
among them as my shattered health requir-
ed. I could have gone to live at auother
station—Dr. Geddic kindly invited me to
live with them—but having to move from
my own station, I though: it hetter, as the
Dayspring was going back to New Zealand
to go ar once to a more invigovating cli-
mate, having at the same time the necessary
rest. To this I had but one objection—
and it weighed heavily with me—viz. : Liv-
ing in New Zealund is more expensive than
in the New Hcbrides. But considering
that my first duty was to seck_the restora-
tion of 1 y health, I came to New Zealand
notwithstanding. I hope your loard will
not disapprove of the step.

I am glad to be able to say that on the
whole my health has been steadily improv-
ing since I left Sydney, in February last.
The weck of the annual meeting gave me
more to do than I was well able to hear.®
I had consequently a slight relapse there-
after, but it was not serious, I soon rallied
again. But though my progress is slow,
vet myself and others think there is some
veal progress. My cough still continucs
on me tho’ not so violent as it has been,—
My strength is steadily increasing, 1 have
not, however, as yet, made such progress
that I can eantertain thc hope of being
gble to attempt the discharge of any public
duty soon. .

*Mr. Morrison was chosen Cainnan,

I shall have to draw on Dr. Sted!, of
course, as before. I suppose the authority
given him to supply my wants in the past
extends to the present, at least, ti)l some new
arrangement is made.  Ervakor is still my
statiop. I am still away on leave of ab.
sence.  Mr. Cosh is now in the vessel with
us—he and family. They come for the
benefit of his health. Ile had a had cough
when the vessel arrived in May, and was
very weak, and had an attack of fover
when we were at t! » meetinz. Ho was
not at the meeting, Mrs. Cosh having then
heen recently confined. I am happy to
say that now Mr. Cs cough has nearly
quite left him, and that his strength is re-
turned. The probability is that if he had
been unable to have a change he would be
a confirmed invalid Dbefore the end of the
season.,

"Thus Etfato is now without & wmissionary
on it. But Mr. C. is going back with the
vessel and will superintend the work at
both the stations—ISrakor and Ebang.

Mr. Gordonis on Santo. His landing was
under very favourable circumstances, The
people are numevous sround him. Four
influential chicfs were present at his land-
ing and gave hin welcome. May the Lord
grant that he has now entered on & new
ova in his missionary carvcer. His lot in
the mission field hitherto has been feculi-
aly trying. At our meecting in May we
released Mr. G. from Dillon’s Bay and
appointed Mr. MeNair permanently to that
station. . :

Who ever is at Dillon’s Bay has a hard
lot ofit. True, he has good houses over
his head, and & good landing place; but
that is all that can at present be said in its
favour. I trust that Mr. McNair may suc.
ceed by the blessing of God.

On Aniwa Mr. Paton continues to report
favourably of tho work.

The last accounts from Port Resolution
were the most favourable heard from that
place for some time.

At Komere My, Watt had.a very hope.
ful reception. I hope he will now reap
some fruit from Mr. Mathcson’s labour.—
Both Mr, and Mrs. Watt scem cwinently
well fitted for mission work.

Mr. Copeland is laying foundations
broad and deep on rocky Futuna, . Onlya
little appears on the surface as yet, but by
God’s L essing it will appear one day.

On Ancitenm the work holds on its
coursg. As you will have from Dr, Ged-
die fuller information about that Island
than I can furnisl,, I shall say no more
ahout it here.

Y ought to have mentioned that on our
arrival in the beginning of the scason we
found that mission familics had, in the gb-
sence of the Dayspring ,rveccived reinforce:
ment as foilows ;—My, Cosh’s family a
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loy : Mr, Paton’s family a girl; Mr. Neil-
son’s family a boy.

I close my present communication here
as I hope to have an opportunity of addres-
sing you soon agaln, ¢ 7

Mrs. M. joins me in Kind regards, &e.

Iiver yours, very sincercly,
Doxarp Morrisox,
Rev. P. G. McGrEaon,
alilax, N S,

Letter by Mr. Hugh Robertson,

Littie River, MysQuoposorr,
October 18th, 1869,

Rev, AND Dear Sig,—~During nearly
five years residence on Aneiteum, I fre-
quently had @ strongr desite to send a note
10 the Record, cxpressing my thorough
beliet in the Auncitcumese generally, as de-
vout christians, I az!so felt at times filled
with a desire to bear testimony to the zeal,
faith, cournge, and stability of all the mis-
sionaries of the iNew Hebrides. .And after
my yisite to the héathen jslamd, Ialmest
resolved to refer the sapporters of that mis-
sion to the rmazing contrast which flashed
across my mind,. between the natives of the
heathien islands and the christian natives of
Angiteum. I have hitherto, however, kept
tmck, feeling my unfitness to write with any
degree of acceptance to the readers of the
Record ; but as I am now more immediately
connceted with the Mission; than I was
whilst even sojonrning on the Isles of the
Hebrides, perhaps a few facts and ideas
fron me may prove interesting to the
fricnds of the mission. In each numher of
your Record, 1 will promise very short
sketches of native life in the South Seas it
agreeable. I say short, because thero is
always important church matters for each
number of the Record and because bricf
sketches seemn best.

In this letter X will only speak of events
at home since my return. cannot pass
on _however, without tendering my sincere
and most hearty thanks to the members of
your Synod, for the disinterested and gene-
rous kindness: manifested to me during
meeting of Synod in Pictou. In Julyi
met with, and veccived my appointment
from the Synod of the Chtircly of Scotland,
and since that time I have been visiting
lergymen both of the Kirk'and the Pres-
byteriun body;-"and holding' missionar:
meetings with the'pcople. InP.E, Istand,
Taddrbssed twelve mectings; ono of wliich
was with Rev. Mr: Cumdron’s people ‘it
Bonshaw. In Novi Scotia we have ha
sixteen cxcellent mettings ‘witht' Presby-
terigh Churel people, and-eight with con-
gregutions 'of thé Church of Seotland, be-
sides a few exceellent meetings with persons
belonging to various congregations and de-

nominatious, and'nonc secmed more inters
csted, or to maintain better order than the
Catholics,

If we judge from attention, perfect quict
and order, then every one of our meetings
has heen a success. I am not going to |
speak here of the unbroken and real Kind-
ness and geonnine friendship which 1 mes
with on ail hands, for who that knows any
thing about our country would expect any
thing else, but hospitality and perfect con-
sideration? Nova Scotiung are proverbinl
for their hospitality. (o evon to Australia
and British officers will tell you with de-
light of the kintlness and attention they
ulivays receive in Nova Scotia. Severnl
officers onee stid to me that, they would be
glad if they should receive orders to put
down their nnchors in Halifax harbour for
seven years, .

Wherever T liave beew, in New Brun-
swick, Prince Edward’s lsland, or Nova
Scotia since I commenced visiting a few
congregations in the month of July, ong
most pleasing fact is plain to be scen, and
that is that all are without a doubt anxious
to send the gospel to the heathen. They
seem really in earnest about it, and onl
warnt men to go out for them and they will
support them and pray for them.

ruly the christian world is ‘betoming
alive to the claims of the heathen.

© Kver yours sincerely, -

H. F. RBERTRON.

Rev. . G. McGRrEGOR,
Sec'y. Fureign Mission.

News of the Ghaweh,
Presbytery of P. E. Isiand,

This ' Presbytery met at Brown’s Creck
on the 15th Sept. The first business' be-
forc the Court was the consideration of the
financial condition of the congregation of
that piace. The amount given to Mr,
Munro is entirely inadequate as a suitable
maintenance. In endeavoring to increase
the stipend;: the: Presbytery decided not 1o
disturb the existing arrangements ot the
congregation, but recommended that in ad-
dition to present efforts, a speciai mouthly
collection bhe tiken -up in the chureh, intis
mation to he givén on the previotrs Sabbaths,
A call from the' congregation of St.
James® chitreh,; Partmonth, 'in fagor of
Rev. A, Falconet, was laid upon theitable.
It- was'necompauied by papers segting forth
rensons' for tramslation by the Dartmouth
congregatiorn, and appointing: Rev. Profes-
sor MéKnight, and Charlés -{oh5¥w Bsq.,
as Commissioners from the Halifux Pres-
bytery, to prosecute the call. The call was
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allowed to lic upon the table, and the Rev.
James Allan was appointed to preach to
Mr. Falconer’s congregation on Sabbath
first, and summon them to appear for their
interests at the next meeting of Presbytery.

The Rev. Mr. Munro reported that he
had moderated in a call in the Free church
congregation, Charlottetown, and that the
call had come out in favor of Rev, J. B.
.Watt. The csll, with a bond from the
Trustees, guarantecing a salary of £150,
were placed upon the table. It was moved
and seconded, that owing to the probability
of the two congregations in Charlottetown
heing left vacant, and that an opportunity
might thus be afforded of effecting & union
hetween them, the call in the meantime do
lic upon the table. Moved in amendment
that it be susteined  On a division Leing
taken, the motion was preferred to the
amendment.

Reports of missionary labour by Messrs.
Burgess and Grant, were read and sustain-
ed. Adjourned to mect in Queen Square
Church, Charlottetown, on Tuesday, the
238th Sept., at 11 o’clock, a.m.

This Presbytery met in Queen’s Square
Church, Charlottetown, on ‘Tuesday, the
38th September. The principal business
before the Court was the consideration of
two calls, one addressed to a member of
Presbytery by the congregation of Dart-
mouth, N. S.; and the other a call from the
Free Church congregation, Charlottetown,
to Rev. J. B. Watt. Rev. Mr. Allan re-
ported that he had tulfilled the appoint-
ment of Presbytery relating to Queen’s
Square Church. He had preached in both
sections. of the congregation; informed
them of what had been done at last meetin,
of Presbytery in reference to them, an
summoned them to appear for tacir inter-
ests at the next meeting of Presbytery.
Commissioners, duly certificd, then appear-
ed before P’resbytery from the congregation.
Reasons for the translation of the Rev. Mr.
Falconer to Dartmouth, forwarded Ly the
Commissioners appointed by the Halifax
Presbytery, were read; and also replies
to them by the Commissioners of Queen’s
Squarz Church. Rev. Mr. Crawford ad-
dressed the Preshytery, representing the
Commissioners appointed by Halifax Pres-

bytery, and advocating the reasons set forth [

Ly them. Messrs. Lockerby, Fraser, and
Barratt, also addressed the Presbytery, ex-

ressing the cordial unanimous and una-

ated attachment of their section of the con-
grogation to Mr. Falconer, and their earn-
est desire to retain his services. These
were followed by Messrs. Brown and Hyde,
who frlly agreed with what the other Com-
missioners had said, making also additional
statements in favor of retaining their Pastor
and conveying the information that their

scetion of the congregation had agreed to
raiso the salary to £60. This, from £10
contributed at first showed theirearnest de-
sirc in the matter. After various questions
had been put to the Commissioners, the
call was placed in Mr. Falconer’s hands.
He referred in fecling terms, to the mutual
attachment which existed between him and
the congregation, noticed its progress since
he became its pastor, and stated that his
prineipal motive in giving the little encour-
agement he had to Dartmouth was the
prospect that his removal might result in
the union of the two congregations in
Charlottetown Nor did he believe that
his removal from his present charge necd
affect it very injuriously. He was disposed
to accept the call.  The members of Pres-
bytery then expressed their views on the
subject at considerable length, expressing
generally their high estcem for Mr. Fal-
coner, and their regret at the prospect of
his removal; while some strongly urged
various rcasons why he should retain his
connection with the Presbytery. Mr. Fal-
coner, however, expressed his final decision
to accopt the call.  The Presbytery having
due regard to his desire, agreed to dissolve
the connection between himn and his con-
gregation, and appointed Rev. Mr. Frame
to preach in the church on Sabbath first,
and declare the pulpit vacant. The Clerk
and Rev. Mr. Frame were appointed to
draw up a minute in reference to Rev. Mr.
Falconer’s labors in connection with the
Preshytery.

Businuss in connection with the call from
the Free Church congregation was aiso
taken up. After 8 Commissioner and a
Representative from the congregation had
been heard, and a somewhat full discussion
of the subject, the Presbytery unanimously
agreed to sustain the call as a gospel call,
regularly proceeded in, and directed the
clerk to transmit it to Rev Mr Watt.

The Rev A. Falconer stated that he had
received the sum of £100 from the Rev H.
Crawford, toward the liquidation of the
debt on Queen Squave Church, as the
result of his cfforts during his rccent visit
to the United States and Canada. The
thanks of the Presbytery were tendered to
Mr. Crawford for his diligence in the
matter.

Rev A. McLean was appointed to, assist
Rev A, Cameron in the dispensation of the
Lord’s Supper at St. John, New London,
Revds A. gampbcll and A. Cameron were
appointed to supply Cascumpec during the
month of November. Revds A. McLean
and and S. Lawson were appointed & depu-
tation to Woodville, with a view of stimu-
Jating the congregation to increasced cfforts
for the support of their Pastor, the depu-
tation to visit on the last Tuesday of Octo-
ber. A fall report was read from Rev P. G
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McGregor of his labors in visiting the cast-
crn parts of the Island. The report was
received and zery cordially approved. The
naine ot the Rev J. Allan was added to the
publication committee_of the Presbyterian
in place of that ot the Rev Wm Ross.

Presbytery of 8t. John.

This Conrt met at the Presbyterian
Church, Salt Springs, on the 30th ult.,
Rev. Jumes Gray, A.M., Moderator. The
special business of Presbytery being the
Ordination of Mr. Bearisto, Mr. Muray
veported very favorably of the trials given
in by Mr. Bearisto, as prescribed by Pres-
hytery. “The report was received and cor-
dially approved.  Mr. Murray also report-
ed that he had served the edict as appoin-
ted on the 12th of September,  Ample op-
portunity was then afforded to the congre-
gation to state objections, if they had any,
and no objection whatever having leen
made the Presbytery resolved to proceed
with the Ordinanion. The questions of
the prescribed formula were put to M.
Bearisto by the Moderator, and satisfactor-
ily answered by him ; whereupon, he was,
by solemn prayer and the imposition of
hands ordained to the office of the Chris-
tian Ministry, and inducted to the pastoral
charge of the congregation of Salt Springs
and adjacencies. These interesting pro-
ceedings were witnessed by an sudience
which densely crowded the church, fillin
every available space in the aisles, and
many occupied places at the windows.—
Mr. Bearisto was cordially welcomed by
the brethren present as & fellow-lahourer in
the Lord’s vineyard and was appropriately
addressed by the Rev. S. Houston, relative
to the dutics and responsibilitics of the
ministerial office. Rev. J. D. Murray ad-
dressed words of counsel and cncourage-
ment to the congregation. The worship-
ping assembly then sang the 126th salm,
and was thercupon dismissed, and as they
retired they cordially welcomed their pas-
tor at the church door.

Mr. Beeristo was introduced, and his’

name added to the roll of the Predbytery.

'The Preshytery adjourned to meet in St.
David’s Church, St. Jobm, on the 1st “L'ues-
day of December, av 11 a2, '

Presbytery of Pictou.

The Presbytery of Picton met in Scots- -

burn church on the 27th ult., and was con-
stitated by the Rev. George. Roddick, mo-
derator. ‘The Preshytery took up the Rev.
Mr. Sutherland’s demission. The Rev.
Mr., Roddick reported that he had, accord-
ing to appointment, summoned the congre-
gation to appear by commissioners for their

interests, at this meeting of Preshytery.—
Messrs. William and Hugh McKenzie
appenred as commissioners from the con- |
gregation, and stated that the mind of the -
majority was, that the Presbytery allow the
demission to lie on the table until next
Juue and in the mean time give them sup-
ply of preaching. The Preshytery, after
due deliberation, agree.d that the demission
lic in the mean time ou the table, to be
dealt with according as ¢ “1mstances may
require; that tho obligation of the congre-
gation to pay stipend to Mr. Sutherland
cease from the end of October, and that he
be furnished with & letter of rccommenda-
tion to the Preshyteriaus in Nebraska, U.S,,
among whom he intends to labour during
the winter.

‘The Rev. Mr. Walker reported that ac-
cording to appointment he had preached
and moderated in a call at Little Harbour
and Fisher’s Grant, which came out unani-
mously for the Rev. William Maxwell of
Chaliners’ church, Halifax;and that it was
signed by 8 elders, 114 communicants, and
83 adherents, and that Mr. Thomas Forbes
was appointed to support it at Preshytery.
Mr. Forhes bLeing present, stated that the
people were unanimously in favour of the
call, that the stipend is to he $600, payable
quarterly in advance, tozether with a manse
und glebe of 8 acres,—Little Harbour pay-
sng 8360 and giving the manse and glebe,
and Fisher's Grant paying $240; apd that
the subscription list exceeds the amount
needed. Mr. Walker's conduct was ap-
proved, the call sustained as a regular gos-
pel call, and the Rev. Mr, Mackinnon ap-
pointed to support it before the Preshytery
of Halifax at its first meeting.

The Preshytery met the next day in
Earltown church, for the ordination and
induction of Mr. Wjlliam Grant, preacher,
into the pastoral ¢charge of' that congrega-
tion, and was comstituted by the Rev. Geo.
Patterson, pyoderator, pro tem. Mr, Mac-
kinnon preached from John xiii. 31.  Mr.
Blair narrated the steps taken to prmcure
the calf, put the questions of the formula,
-affered the ordination praycer, whereby with
the laying on of the hands of the Preshytery
Mr. Grant was ordained to the office of the
holy ministry, and inducted into the pas-
toral charge of the congregation of Larl-
town and West Branch, addressed the peo-
ple in Gelic, and at the close of the sérvices
introduced him in the vsual manner to the
people at the door of the church as they
retired. Mr. Patterson addresscd the newly
ordained minister in suitable terms; and
Mz: Sutherland introduced him to the bes-
sion, and thercafter his name was added to
the roll of Presbytery. . L

The financial commitice reported: that
the quarter’s stipend in advance was ready

and would be paid immediately. The Rev,
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Thomas Scdgwick’s letter' in referenco to
the supplemental fund was read and the
consideration of it deferred to next meoting.

It was agveed to lold the next mecting
of Presbytery in Little Harbour Church, on
Tuesday, the 26th of October, at 11 am.,
for the induction of the Rev. William
Maxwell into the pastoral charge of that
congregation and that of Fisher's Grant, in
the cvent of his aceepting the call.  The
Rev Mr Mowitt to serve the edict in Little
Harbour church on the third Sabbath of
Nctober, the Rev J. D. Mwiray to preach
the induction sermon, the Rev éeorge
Roddick, moderator, to preside, Dr Bayne
to address the minister and My McKinnon
the people.

Joux MacxinnNox, Clerk.

Presbytery of Halifax.

‘The Presbytery of Halifax met on Wed-
nesdey, 6th Oct., in Poplar Grove church.
Rev. Thomas Sedgwick, uf Tatamagouche

Presbytery and Rev. John Mackinnon of |

Pictou Presbytery being present were invi-
ted to sit as vorresponding members. Com-
missioners from Chalmors’ charch appear-
ed in reference to the proposed demission
of Rev. W. Maxwell. A resolution pass-
ed at a congregational meeting, was read
which expressed deep regretat parting with
Mr. Maxwell, and acquiesced in the pro-
posed demission.

A call from the congregation of Little
Harbor and Fisher’s Grant, sustained by
the Presbytery of Pictou, was laid before
the Presbytery. It was addressed to Mr.
Maxwell. After deliberation, and in ac-
cordance with his own views in the case,
the Presbytery presented the call to Mr.
Maxwell who significd his desire to accept
it. The Presbytery then agreed to release
him trom his present charge and transfer
him to the Pictou Presbytery with a view
to his induction into the charge of Little
Harbor, &c. The Rev.-Dr. King, Mr.
Sedgewick, Mr. McGregor, M= Stuartand
others expressed their regret at losing Mr.
Maxwell as a co-presbyter. They all
spoke very warmly of him as a man, and
a8 a minister. The Presbytery expressed
sympathy with the congregation of Chalm.
ers’ charch in view of its being without a
pastor- Professor McKnight Was appoin-
ted to preach in Chalmers’ church on the
24th, and to declare the congregation va-

cant.

A call from the Foreign Mission Board
to Ref. M. G. Henry to procecd to the
+New Hebrides was sunstained. Solemn

rayer was offered by Dr. King a. the re-
quest of the Conrt for dircction to Mr,

Henry in degling with the call. Rev. P.:

‘M. Morrison ' was appointed to preach to

the Clyde and Barrington congregation on
the 4th Sabbath of October, and to meet
with-them on the following Monday.

Rev. A. Falconer havigg accepted the
call from Dartmouth, the Presbytery ap.
pointed his induction to take place vu
Thursday, 21st Oct.

The trials for ordination of Mr. Edward
Grant’woroe heard and sustained and his
ordinationt and induction appointed to take
place on 26th Qct.

Messrs, Meek, Thomson and Forrest,
%mlilems, were certified to the Theological

all.

Induction of Rev. A. Falconer.

The Preshytery of Ilalifax met at Dart.
mouth on Thursday cvening, 21st October,
Rev A. Glendinving preached. Professor
MeKnight narrated the steps that had been
taken, put to Mr Falconer the questions of
the formula, and offered the induction
prayer. Rev John Forrest addressed the
minister, and Rev J. M, McLeod the peo-
ple. Mr. Falconer was recceived as mem-
ber of Preshytery in the usual way and bis
name added to the roll. A petition from
Shelburne for moderator in a call was laid
on the table. Rev D. afcdillan and E,
McNab, were appointed a deputation to
meet with the congregation on the 3rd
November. Rev A. Simpson was appoio-
ted moderator of session of Chalmers’
church ; and Rev_ E. A. McCurdy, mode-
rator of Sheet Harbour Session.

Summary.

Severe distress prevails in St. Ann's,
Kunkakee, among Rev C. Cminiquy's
flock. Hundreds are dependent upon the
bounty of the charitable. Mr C. has made
an earnest appeal for help to his friends in
the Provinces.

Pere HracISTHE, the most distinguish-
ed preacher in the Church of Rome, lately
left his monastery in France, and is now in
the United States. Heis under the ban of
the Church of Rome and is likely to be the
leader- of an important movemens of
Reform. .

Immensd preparations are being made in
TRome for the General Council which is to
meet on the 8th December.  Dr Curamin
asked the Pope if he might attend an
have liberty of speech. The Pope’s reply
was that Dr Cumming aod heretics in
genoral counld attend only on condition of
absolute submission. Dr D’Aubigne has
suggested that Evangelical Protestants
shonld devote a portion of December to
special nnited prayer for the enlightenment
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and conversion of Roman Catholics. Evan-
relical leaders in London and New York,
{’mve accepted the suggestion, which is
likely to bo acted upon very extensively.
In this country, the Young Men’s Christian
Associations will likely lead the movement.

The Presbyterians of Ircland are energeti-
cally preparing for the withdrawal of the
Regium Donum. The course of events is
likely 2o stir them up to greater zeal and
devotion. :

Rev Jonx GoopwiLL, first Missionary
of the Kirk of Scotland to the New Hebri-
des, left Halifax for Australin by way of
Boston, on the 26th ult, He goes away
from among us followed by the prayers and
good wishes of the wheole Presbyterian com-
munity, On Sabbath, the 24¢h ult,, he
preached farewell discourses in St. Mat-
thew’sand St. Andrew’s Churches in this
city. A farewell prayer-meeting was held in
St. Matthew’s Church on Monday evening.
The proocedings were deeply affecting and
well suited to the occasion. There was a
large attendance of all the Presbyterian con-
gregations.  Many carnest prayers were
offered for the departing missionary and his
wife, and addresses of yreat power were de-
livered. We are surc that our churches
without exception ynite in prayer for the
safety and prosperity of the departing mis-
sionaries. '

The Established Church of Scotland is
about to commence a Mission to the aho-
rigines of India.—The Free Church has
made & commencement in the same direc-
tion. Mr Shoolbred of the United Pres-
byterian Mission in' India, i3 now on a visit
to Scotland,

A party in the Church of Scotland is
proposing union with the other Presbyte-
rian bodies on the basis of makirz the
Establishment principle an open guestion,
;md lsliaring the endowments between all
hands !

The Winter Session of Dalhousie Col-
lege was opened on Wednesday, the 27th
QOctober. )

The Diviaty Hall, ot our Church is to
be opened on Monday evening, the 1st No-
vember, by a lecture by Rev Professor
McKnight.

e

Ir Satan seeks to puzzle thee abont the |

time of thy conversion, content thyself with
this, that thou seest the streams of grace,
though perhaps the exact time of thy first
receiving it may not be easily found. You
may know the sun is up, though you did
uot observe it riso.

One Cent.

A son of ono of the chiefs of Bardwan
was converted by a singlo tract. He could
not then read, but went to Rangoon, a dis-
tanco of two hundred and fifty miles. A
missionary’s wife taught him to read, and
in forty-cight hours he read the tract
through. He took a basketful of tracts,
preached the gospel at bis 6wn home, and
was the means of converting hundreds to.
God. He was a man influence, the people
flocked to hear him, and in one year fifteen
hundred natives were baptized in Arracan
as members of the church. Aud all this
through one little tract. Zhat tract cost
onecent ; and possib{% some little boy or
%irl glewe the cent. hat a blessing it hae

een

The Lost Jewel. ‘

A gentleman leaped from his carriage,
after a drive, covered with dust. Taking
his handkerchief, ho brashed the .dust from
his face and neck, and afteriards found, to
his sorrow, that in so doing he had torn
from its place a costly diamond breastpin.
Long did they search for that lost jewel, but
in vain, A reward was offered to any one,
who, finding it, should restore it to its
owner; but all in vain. Four months had
rolled away, when one day a poor man,
happening” to rcmove g little earth from
between two stones, found the jewel !—
There it lay as brightas when it fell. Men,
children,, and horses had trampled on it,
cmﬁaﬁes had rolled over it, and rains had
poured down in torrents upon it, and yet
there it lay, unharmed !

Now, my dear young reader, I wish to
say five thmgs—just as many as you have
fingers on one hand,—and I wish yon to
remember and think of them :—

1. You have 2 soul more precions than
all the jewels in the world., ¢ What shall
it profit & man if he gain the whole world
and lose his own soul ¥’

2, You may lose that soul. ¢ The rich
man died and was buried, and in hell he
lifted up his eyes, being in torment.’

3. If you once lose that soul, you can
never recover it again. ¢ These shall go
away into everlasting punishment.’

4. Youmsy have it made so secure that
it can never be lost. ¢ They shall be mine,
saith the Lord, in that day when I make up
my jewels.” ¢Igive unto them cternal life,
aud they shall never perish, neither shall
any pluck them out of my haxds.’

5. The way to sccure yomr sonl is to

ive it up to Christ. ¢ Believe in the Lord
glosus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.’

ENGAGE in no pursuit in which you
cannot look n%to God and say,  Blees me
in this O my Father.” :
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“Every bit of It”

One cvening, at the prayer-meeting, many
newly-converted
young, arose to tell what God had done for
their souls, and their determination to love
and serve Him. Among the rest a little
girl about seven years old jumped up, her
ace beaming with happiness, and straining
her childish voice to speak as loud as she

could, she said, ‘I have given my heart to

Jesus, every bit of it.’

Was not that a beautiful little speech?
I wonder if all the clder people who had
risen before could say what she did: ‘I
have given my heart to Jesus, every bit of it.”

And is not this what Jesus wants ? My
son give me thine heart,” is the command
of the Biblo. And will he be satistied with
only & part of it? No, indeed; He must
have the whole—every Uit of ti.

NOTICES, ACKNOWLEDGE
‘ MENTS, &c.

NOTICE TO STUDENTS.

In connexion with the Theological Hall a
special class will be formed for the gtudy of
the . Romish controversy, which students in
Dalbousie College are also invited to attend.
The Cless will meet on one evening each
week, and will close with an examination in
writing on the course. Two prizes, of $50
and 825 respectively, from the Scottish Re-
formation Society, will be awarded to the suc-
- cessful competitors.

/ ———

The Treasurer acknowledges the following

sums received during the past month:

FOREIGN MISSIONS.

Bermuda cong., per Mr. W. Thorburn.$25 00
St. John's Cnurch, (Halifax) Sabbath
school, for support of Iere school,
Trinidad..coevveiiniiinaioona... 1000
¢ DAYSPRING."

Bermuda Sabbath sbhool............. 1250
L. R. St. Mary’s Sab. scheol, third qr. 187
Pembroke Sabbath school: ’
Mrs. Emeline Grant.........80 963
Sarah Logan........... ceess 226
Jane and Anunie Johuson..... 187
Mr R. Fulton.....ccoveveeees 076
Eastville Sabbath school :
Miss Christian Harrison...... 100
¢ Lydia Hamilton........ 075
¢ Hannah Ellis........ P
Newton Sabbath school:
J. A. Johnson.........c.. .. 118
‘Walter Fisher........i0000.. 110 -
Miss Maggie Jobnson........ 252 1498

HOME MISSIONS.

Bermnda con%rcé:]nﬁon ...... cesesees $4500

¢ Sabbath school.......... .. 1250

Dedford, per P. Smith.- . ..o vneuv 2875
¥or Eastetn Shore Mission, in addition
10 $8.25 paid Mr. D. Smith, catechist:
Sab. school, Musquodoboit Har.$6 00
Congregation, ~ * “ 200

crsons, both old and |

A Friend.. covieivisaniinea. 075 875
Ladies of Church of Scotland and of

P.C. of L. P., Churchville, Kast Riv,

Pictow.eiieieannanns

Srecsscsesnen

800
SUPPLEMENTARY FUND.

Gift from Free Chuxch of Scotland. . .$500 00

Newport collection..covvverenies onn 875

Ladics® Society, Primitive Ch., N.G.. 2000

Per D. B. Blair:

In Pby. of Cape Breton.

» Sydoey Mines...oo voee.. . 859 20
SydneY...eeveieceosacnecss 1775
Glace Bay......covvveeinas 2000
Cow Bay........... teeeerss 950
Fricnds in Boularderie. .. 125 9710

In Pby. of Victoria and Richmond,
Plaister Cove ..oeveeeenss . 51000
Little Narrows...e.ce00eee.. 980

ceese

Whycocomah.......covvieees 700
West Bay ..ooovieinnnnenen. 780
Lake Ainslie.. .. ceveeen. 415
Baddeck....c.oooiiieniian.s 1000
Baddeck Forks.............. 500 5375

River Charlo, collection.............. 81§ .
Primitive Church, New Glasgow...... 6100 -
Upper Kennetcook.. c.evooveeeaneas.. 1800
Upper Stewiacke, Cross Roads, Sewing

Circle, Rev J. Sinclair.........

EDUCATION.
Clyde River, Barrington, and Carlton,

illage. . .oiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e 1300

Springside’..ceveviiias sienrerennc. 1000

pper Stewiacke, Cross Roads Sewing :

L8134 e 1 |
ACADIAN MISSION.

Primitive Church, New Glasgow......
Springside. ......

CHINIQUY MISSION,
Ladies® Soc’y, Primitive Church, N.G. 2000

CHINIQUY RELIEF FUND.

800
500 1

P R LR RN

Miss Cogswell.....oi oeneinnnninnns 2000
James Fraser, joiner, Halifax......... 1%
Sewing Circle Cross Roads, Upper .
Stewiacke . cvvuereniianns veeseenes 800
Mrs. B. Tuupper, Halifax............ 5%
British Templar, from East Hauts.... 2000
P. G. McGregor....... Cereeraanans .20
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and is published at Halifax by Mr. JAMES .
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TERMS. i

Single copies, 60 cents (3s.)each. Any om
remitting Oune Dollar will be entitled to s |
single copy for two years. I

Five cogies and upwards, to.one address
50 cents (2s. Gd.) per copy. - o]

For every len copies ordered to one address
an additional copy will be sent free. .

‘These terms are so low that the Coramitées |
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