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Converte gladium tuwm in  locum suunl; omnes enim, qm
aceeperint gladiuin, gladiaperibunt. Matt. c. 26, v: 52.

Put up the sword into its scabbard; wasthe Sa
Viour’s injunction to bis disciples, who had drawn
the sword in his defence, and cut off the car of Mal-
chus, the High priest’s servant, probably the most
active in apprehending our Lord. Put upthe
sword into the scabbard; for all they, who use the
sword, shall perish by the sword.

With the view of giving to his followers among
his last and most striking injunctions the most im-
portant one of forbearance towards their enemies,
even towards those actuated by the most deadly
malice against them; but more particularly to im-
press upon their minds that they are not authorised
by him to raise their arm of flesh in his defence;and
murder or orment their fellow crcatures on the
pretext of maintaining his cause; and also, as he
himself observed upon the occasion, that the pro-
phecy conceriiing iim michi be fulfilled, which
said that he should be reckoned among the wicked;
thus designating those, who have recourse to the
sword; with thisview, I say, did he intimate to his
disciple that he should provide himself with a sword
and so far permitted him for once to use it, only
that he might have the more solemn and publie oc-
casion of furbidding his followers the like use of it
for ever; adding at the same time the example of
“Endermg good for evil, which he had all along so
{oreibly inculcated by touching and restoring on
the spofto Malchus the ear that had been cut off. |

But the most direct object which he seems to:
have had inview jn bringing about this myslenous
incidence, Was to prove that, however much, as he
for tesaw, they w lio might boast themselves his fol-
l')“cxs, should scek 10 establish, or uphold what
“!Gy imagined to be his cause by violent meaaurcs,,
thcy not only had not hissanction for doing $0; bup
that on tlic contrary, they were CXpressly forbxddnn

Y him ever to interpose in hishehalfin so summa»
¥ and cruel a mannes; reminding such mistaken
and presumptuous zcaiots that he peeds not their aid
to accomplish hig ends; or, if he wanted aid, that
Ac has the whole host of Ieaven, more powerful
Assistants, at hiscall.  Zhinkest thow, said he to
l‘etbr, that Icannot mow ask my rathe, and he
Will presently give me more ghay jwelve legtons of |
“Augels?  On the very occasion gliyded to he gave
A.convincing proof that, even inhig morial state, he
’eq\med nohuman aidto defend him aanUSt his
®hemies, by sending his pursuers with a word

tice peeline to the ground.  And is he now Jess

powerful and more dependant on our help in his
immortal and glorified condition?

lis disciples, in the excess of their zeal, be-
sought him once to allow them, like Elias, to call|
down fire from heaven to consuine his enemies: bdt
he gave them to understand that his dxspensatlon
was one of mercy and not of justice; for that he
was come to seek aind to save; not lo scatter and
destroy.

He was styled by the prophets the prince of peace
and, after gloryto God on kizh, peace on carth, and
good will to man, was sung Ly the angels at his na-
tivity, Meekness was his favourite attribute, and
the virtue he recommended most to his followers;
indeed the onc by which he said they should be
chiefly distinguished from the rest of mankind.

This is the particularly marked character of the
Messiah, as given in the prophecies; which de-
scribe him as one, the britized reed who would not
break; and the smoking flax, who would not extin-
guish. Is. 42,3, IFho gave his backto the smiters;
his cheeks to those who buffeticd them; and who hnd
not kis face from ignominy ond spittle- 60, 6. Whe
when oppressed and afflicted, did not complain; buy
was led like ¢ lambto the slaughter; and as a sheep
before her shearers, opened not his mouth, 53,17,
These, and a thousand other passages to the same
effect, describe him as most distinguishable by the
attribute of meckness; which shone forth most con-
spicuously in his conduct throughout the whole
course of his life, bat more particularly towards its
close, and in the latest stage of his mortal existence
The last legacy he bequeathed to his disciples be-
fore leaving them, was peace. My peace, said he,
Tleave you: my peace I give you, not such «s the
world giveth, a treacherous and hollow {ruce, the
effectbut of mutual precaution, accompanied al-|!
ways wiili distrust; but one the pure offspring of
brotherly love, derived from iis native source the
love of God, our common father; both which he
strou«rly inculcated; declaring that on these fwo
dcpcnd the whole law wud the prophets; that is, that
on these twa the whole dufy of man hinges and
{turns; and assuring them that the main test of thei,
being his dl%mples, is, that they love onec another,
By this, says he, they shall know that you are my
disciples. that you lvve one another.  Nay, he bade
them even forego their just and indubitable rights,
rather than guarrel and litigate for them with one
another. ¥oyuhave heard said he, that it has been
said, eye for eye; and tooth for tooth. But I say
unto you, resist not ceil.  But, if any one should
smite you on the vight cheek, furn (o him the other
also.  And if any one should sue you at law, and

‘take from you your coat, let kim have your cloak

ialso. You have heard it said, lgve yOUT’nmghhozu
and hate your enemy. But I say unto you, love
your enemies. Bless those that curseyou: do good
to thosethat hate you: and pray for those that de-
spighifully use you and persecvte you: that yor
may be the children of your father who isin heaven,
who makes his sun to rise on the wicked and the
good, and sends down rain on the just and the un-
just. Blessed are the merciful, says he, for they
skall find mercy: Blessed are the peace-makers,
for they shall be called the children of God. Matt.
5. And in that shortbut all comprehensive praye:
which he taught us, he desires us to ask for for-
giveness of our offenses against God, only in as far
as we ourselves forgive those of our fellow creu-
tures, who have offended us. Matt. 6.

These divine maxims of meek forbearance to-
wards all men, and of charity even to our enemics.
were cxemplified in himself to a supreme degree,
He did not refuse even to Judas the kiss of peacc.
by which he was betrayed; but only meekly rc-
monstrated with him for m&kmg of that symbol of
ho{ilove, a trenchesms stem.” Frfend, said he, dost
thow betray the Son of mon with o kisst He pray-
ed for bis very murderers in the midst of all the
torments he was enduring upon the cross; and
pleaded earnestly with his heavenly father in their
behalf; urging the only possible excuse that could
be offered for them, their ignorance ofthe dreadful.
crime they were committing. Father, said he,

| forgive them; for they know not what they are dg~
if 8 y
1’ing.

Now let us contrast this conduct and these max-
ims of our Saviour, with the behaviour and max-
ims of those, who, while boasting themsclves hi«
{disciples, and acknowledging him to be their per-
Hfect model; and his doctrine the unerring rule of
(their lives; subject their fellow-creatures never-

| theless to alikinds of unjust privations, cruel suf-

‘fer'mgs, and even {o death; for daring to diffes
'with them in any degree on points of faith, of
;which they choose to proclaim  themselves, with-
jout offering any sure proof of their right to such.
pretensian, the only inspired and infallible expoun\_u
crs; for if they own themselves fgilible in whit
they so forcibly inculcate, their conduct is then ngt
only unreasonable, but wantonly atrocious,

What a strange and deplorable inconsistency és
this , to glory co in being Christians ; and yet to
act in direct opposition to What that title so-heces-
sarily implies! Nay, to make a merit Yo onela
self in acting so ; offering cven as the proof of their
being the true followel‘s of Christ, the violation &€
his strictest injunction ; of the very one by the ¢b-
servange of which bie 6aid e were (o know-adlh
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distinguish his followers : and holding themselves|
forth to our astonished rcason as his more faithful |
emitators just in proportion as they rescmble him tho
fess.

But our wonder 2t such inconsistency will cease,
ifwelook alittlo beyond the mere surface of things;
and crnsider, not the pladsibly pretended, but the
real motives for such conduct : which, however

carefully kept out of sight, by lhghoodwinking in-
Quonco of intercsted sophistry and prejudice ; are
ucveribeless quite obvious to (he attentive aud im-
partial observer. To such it will soon appear that
all this unauthorised strife about religion, which
has proved such asource of misery to mankind for
60 many ages ; so far from originating in a pure
and disinterested zeal for the glory of God ; is the
genuine ofspring of worldly pride, and of our sin-
ful attachment to the honours and enjoyments of
thislifo ; which we could wish either to make all
our own, or retaiewhen made ; claiming over and |
ubove, contrary to the Saviour’s declarations, the!
exclusive monopaly and nightful enjoyment of the
zood things of the life to come.—In other words,
our solf-conceit resents itas an insuft offered to
our belter supposcd understanding, when any one
dares to callin question the soundness of its deci-
stons : and they again, whose temporal prosperity,
call it Livings, i you choose, depends upon the

of his Aposties ; as he had done before that of the
sons of Zebedee. These were the real champions
of Christianity, trained in the schiool of sélf-denial
and mortification to the bloody conflict of martyr-
dom ; and to victory ; pot, like the heatliens, by
desperately fighting ;5 but, like their lord, by pati-
ently dying.

lished every where on the ruins of idolatry; and
woildly honouss and emolumentsbegen to beheap-

general adoption of cerlain modes of faith ; or upon
thoir continuance, when once established ; are 1n-
stigated on to this unholy, though pretended Chris-
tian warfare ; some with the hope of snatching, o-
thers with tho hope of retaising, the accursed thing,
the Blammon of invquity ; till in the contest not on-
1y the Christian, but the man himself is lostin the

{
!

ed profuscly on its pastors; than tho sinfal propen-
'sity of human weakness appeared gradually mix-
ixg itself up, and contriving to blend, nay fiually to
!identify itscdf withits most sacred and sanctifying
'institutions.

folil, nnd not {rom openly avowed chemies without,!
that all this mischicf proceeds. Itis but of our
own making . perditio tua exte, Jsrael. 1t was
Achan intho camp, by coveling and retaining the
accursed spoil, not the foe from without, who
brought discomfiture and destruction vpon the peo-
ple of God.

How different from this was the conduct of the
primitive Christians ! So far from contending
with one another for the possession and enjoymem
ot the good things of this world ; they were scen
cheerfully giving up all they possessed, in qrder
the more freely to attend to theirmain concern,the

salvation of their souls, by the diligent practice of|

their Christian duties : following in this the coun-
sel of our Lord, addressed to all those who aspire
after perfection 3 ond remembering how he check-
ed on the eve of his passion, the ambitious rivalry

But no sooner was the Saviour’s religion estab-

and"on this score something like socias harmong
restoreds  #2is impussible, our Saviqur 53y8, fv
seree God'and mammon, But here we find that n
order to serve only Memmon: one must affect to tn
serving ‘God.  Still; Irepeat it, conld you, with
out thorisk o being bitten in the attemnpt, only
remove the bone of contention; youwould soon sce
the snarlers agree among themsclves,.

Here then you have at once unveiled before you
tho wholo sectet of religious persecution. It pro
ceeds not from God. It is altogether worldiy.
But ye are not' of this world; saidChrist to Lis fol-
lowers; ds Jafisnofof this world: for where ¥ go,
there is your home prepared for you in the kingdom
of my heavenly father; that where Tam, there you
mnay bealso. There alone are =il the dignities,
there ave all the treasures and enjoyments, which
the christign, asguch, is allowed toocovet. The
objectsof his,hope are placed beyond the grave,
objects, which noearthly: visissitudes can deprive
him of since they are laidup for him, where neither
rust corrodés; nor, muth “consumes; nor (hieives
break through and stéal; and, where his treasure is
there kis Ieartis-also. He strivosnot.for the things
that'peish but for those that endurc to lifo everlast-
ing: He considers bimself as no citizen of this
world; and therefore as baving no rights here be
low {o contend for. Ho views his prescnt lifeas o
short pilgrimage, and accounts himselfbut a pass
ing traveller in a foréign land, always looking for-

remorseless savage ; the blood-thirsty and murder-J. o oo munity, gave riso to dissention and strife

boasting fanatic ; than whom there is not in nature
a monster more deadly and untameable. It was tofy
such that our Saviour alluded, when he foretnld s i
Disciples that the tame would come when those even
arho Eilled them would think they were thus dumng
a sertice (o Gud.

]

!

Presumptuous worms ! He never required our!
exerted strength to rear ; ror your arm of flesh to
prop and uphold lis immortal structure, andim-
perishable fabric, Will experience never con-
vince you that your forbidden interference in such
a way ; your persccuting efforts ; your crafly and
uapripcipled cndeavours ; only tend tomar his gra-
«ious purpose ; and impede, if possible, his merci-
-ul design > That your furious zeal is the greatest”
obstacle to the far and wide dissemination of his
toly dectrine ; which ncthing but his own support- i
ing omuipotence could make it overcome? That
afidelity has nothing so plausible to oppose to the
adoption ot his gospel teuths, as the appalling atro-{l
cities committed by vou in its blasphemingly pre-i|
tended support 7 That you thus make his holy (!
name be reviled, and bis divine revelation scouted
by the ignorant, profane and profligate unbeliever ;
making that gospel of peace and universal love ap-
pear to such an cndless source of discord and con-
tention ; and, instead of a blessing, which it were,
af well observed ; as a curse and calamity to man-
gnd? Alas!itis from false fricods within the]

‘among the believers; prompting cach party 1o use

every art and subferfuge in argument, and ofcen

"physical for.e and compulsion, towards establishing
ar preserving established 2uy where, its awn {tvor-

itc hypothesis. These differences in opinion, at

Hirst merely speculative ; & others, extonding even
‘{o practice, subsequentiy invented by the too fertile
lim:xgin:llions: ofthose, who found it their interest to
‘hatch and propagate such innovations; wero used |
Iby their suthors and abettors, not as the means of]

clucidating the truth, though craflily represented

'as such; or as new discovercd certainties; but as

those only of exalting themselves in the estimation
of the public: of discrediting and undermining their
hitherto venerated antagosists; and of gelting them-
selves finally substituted in their room, and put in
full possession of their enviable and much coveited

'livings and preferments. The fearoflosing on the
lone side, and the hope of gaining on the other, not

the sufferings, toils and worldly privations, which

Ith:o Saviour said were the portion of Lis followers

but the temporal dignities and emoluments, which
had been so unsparingly allotted to the pastors of;
the church; these, I say, are the main cause of all

this long lasting struggle and contention. The
strife isall about the re-pastition of the leaves and

hes; which, were the same carthly authority that

placed them tbere, to remove, or reduce, asit may;
;wo should soon sce the desperate quarrel ended;}

178

At first the pride of inventing new theorieson ﬁxc!
inysterious truths, and of gelting them adopted by

c
l

ward-with anxious expectancy to the happy mo-
ment of his departure hence; and exulting by an

ficipation in the profoiscd-enjoyment of that never
ending bliss, forwhich alone he was created; and
which awaits him for certain in the world to come.
Suchisthe faithful follower of Christ, in whom
alone ig scendisplayed in its ever amiable light the

Ngenuine spiri* of christianity; a spirit that not only

dothno wuvil, but that cven thinkcth none; and
‘ wliose carnest wish and constant cndeavour, is to do
jigoed fo all,

if Tt wds not sucira gentle and benevolent spirit as
this, tLat ever stirred up such hateful jars among
those proclaiming themselves disciples of the re-
deemer. It wasnever this heavenly spirit of peace
buta most opposite one, that invested the preacher
of peace; the Bearer of glad tidings to all; the
meek exhorter to universol benovolence and bro-
therly lovo; in a werd, the commissioned apostle
of the cver meek and merciful Messiah; with the
rigid and inexorable office either ofinguisitor or
of high commissioner in the days of our Elizabeth
that furnisked him with all historturing implements.
the chain, the scourge, the scavenger, the joint-
rending rack, the gibbet and blazing pile, to tor-
ture, mangle and consume his dissenting brother,
whom his divine-master died tosave.

Neitheris it this holy spirit that still keeps alive
in our otherwise happy country these religious
feuds which distract so tho community:—that
prompts the priviledged feiw, who rest all their
claim for such preference on the fallible dccision of
man, and his political statutes, to treatthe many av
aliensin their own native land; excluding them for
doctrinal differesces, though equally loyal and

l
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wmeritorious subjects, from all situations of trust,
Nonor, and emolument: and, while shearing to the
very quick their neighbour’s sheep, to deny these,
ihe natural means of repairing their fleece. It is
not in fine, this meck forbearing spirit that bade
ihem hold forth so pertinaciously their abjuring tests:
which but debarred the conscientious and wosthiest
part of the community from sharing with them in
the public preferrents; at the same time  that the
vain, invidious and unjust furmality, proved but a
stumbling block to the weak, excitingthem to per-
Jjury, if they sworo against their conviction; but to
the unscrupulous reprobate, and infide}, a ready pa-
tent to place. profit, and every attainable dignity in
the empire, And is all this intended to uphold the
church establishment, and prevent its downfall?

What ! Do they then acknowledge that theirfl

system, to which they would have us swear our
bdelief, is not fourded upon the promises of Christ :
that it rests, noton dvine, bu. op human support 3
and that support of the.most unfair, partial, nay,
iniguitous  descnption.  They need not wonder
then at the daily falling off from such a Church
How can it stand if itsinain propbe but human:
if its chief corner stone be not the rock, which is
Christ 3 but the penal code : the parhamentary sta-
tute : political injustice, and legislative atrocity &’
‘That the authoriues who all, or nearly all, are
of the same veligious persuasion, should adopt such
measures to prevent religious dissension, were not
w0 very swrprising.  But in a country like this,
where, under the general denomination of Pro-
testant. christians of every persuasion reforming or
reformed, abound 5 in so much that itis hard to
say which sect, in point of numbers, is the most
popular and prevalent : that only one of all these,
though dectared by stuute ke established one of
two thirds of the British empire, should prove so
mtolerant to all the rest : shonld thrust jtself be-
tween them and their common national rights;
and, with its 2est in hand, forbid them to proceed
auc smgle siep towards these, til they have yicld-
«d sacerely or insincerely, no matter how, the
-worn proof of their conformity with its particular
tenets : that it should thus stand in the way, like
he dragon, guardian of the golden flecce, with o-
pen jaws and outstretched fangs, to scare away
the scrupuluus Christian, and deny him all aceess
to the golden temptation ¢ that such should be the
conduct of any Chureh, were it even a Pagan onc,
must exeste in every hberal and impartial mind, no
iess disgzist than amazement @ the mose so when
s conanlered that this vue, besides aclavwicdg-
ngr e decisions all fellible. is herse!f tue avowed
offspring of that freedom of thinking for which the
others contend ; but which she now so unjustly
cdenies them @ of o notsuch, as by her conduct she
Culis aRMwus tupruse , at best then but Ui crea-
ture, T had almyst said the procuress of a rapaci-
ous, crucel and hbidinous tyrant.

Ou the same subject,—Extracted from the Monciad.

But chicf that virtuc in his conduct shope
Conspicuous forth ; that virtue all his own H
Sweet charity and universal love,
Fmbracing all and cach of human kind
With fond fraiernal feeliug, and unfeign'd ;
Which no exclusive dift’reace ¢re allowa
Of country, Lin, persuasion, friend or foc .

A\s tale of kind Samaritan must prove,

T'o all who ask who may their ncighbor be,
le him adduc’d ; and such their model shern.
Lhat love without rescrve, till then unknown,
Yirst taugbt by him, that renders wood for ili.

O were bis law of love by all observ'a,
Who baast his Jaw to keep ? abear's were carth.
Now, taobserv’d thatlaw, what mis’ry reigys -
\nd wild uproar ; that carth,haif hell might see:
For hell is roost, where Jeast of love is found.

Aud strange! 'Tis passing strange, (as uo preteacs
£for c%duﬁétsoe’er #0 barb’rous canbe found P

In al) Lis maxims mild, and precepts pure ;)

‘Chat thecy, who boast them followers of that chief
Who stay’d th? uplifted stecl, drawn in his cause,
Though righitcous ; and forbearance meck enjoin’d
Who (5 his aid had call’d th’ avgelic hast,

1€ ald he*d wanted, though bewanted none 3

‘That they should feign comeission from such chief
To arm ip his defence with fire and sword ;

And, like Maliomet fierce, spread camage round !
Should force the gt repy t of their creed

Cn minds, that nntonvinc’d, reluctant prove ;
With threats, prosexiptions, confiscations ur;i’d H
Exclusions, and the torture’s dreaded pang !

Nay more - that ov’n they’d make his charity
And lope for those they s ag, the main pretence

Of al} this monst’rous cruelty display’d }

Who téuld believe, what ’yet.we allhave felt ?

And fee} ; whodoes nat feel ! as else where, hers ?
Nay, ev’n ip Britain feel the hot remains

Of udextinguish’d bigotry scorch sore

All, but Court-Christia..s ; who can pliant trim
Their faith to modes most prev’ient, as their dress 3
Yiclding of loyalty their perjur'd test,

If {v:elded ipsineers 1 As, Cowper thous

Of England’s guilt forsworp dost lopd complaio.

The mind is all her own : and to her.own
Decision gole assents. *Tis reason clear,
-Not fodee terrific shewn, can her persuade.
\¥ho would the mind compel, may make berfeign 3
Brit hié'ercan malie believe. *T'was hut towin
’B{plain' jction agd persuzsion soft,
The willing mind from error, that our Lord
Religion sent 3 not bade coersive rule.

*T0 ENGLAND,

Hast than by statutc shov’d from its design |
“The Saviour’s fcast, Bis own blest bread and wine 3
And made the symbols of atuning grace
An office key, and picklock toatr ce -
“Thatinfidels may prove their title f;ood
Byan Q;tb,dx;g&d,m sacramental blood 1
A blot, that be still 2 blot, in spite
Of all that grave apologists may write ;

And though a bishop toil to cleanse the stain,

He wipes and scours the silver cup invain.

And bhast thou sworn on ev’xy slight preteace,

Till perjuries are common u:s bad pence :

While thousands, careless of the damming ain,

K._s tho book’s outside, who ne’er look’d wathu.
Cowper — The Task.

THE IMPORTHNT ADVANTAGES DETAILED OF
' THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION.

{ W r1.47 has the Christian world guined by the boast-
cd Protestant Reformation? 'Fhe first gain look-
cd forinit was freedom from all vowed religious
restraint, and a Ziving .for its carliest Apostles,
with their wivesand {amilics. They had topreach
down the old Clergy to make way for themselves :
and in this bold attempt they were encouraged and
supported by the great and weaithy owners of es-
states in the vicamty of the Mouasteries and religz-
ous cstabhishments; the Jands and property of which
they made sure of gaining, should the new doctrines
suceeed in effecting their abolition. “These werc
jithe first gains contemplated, and finally sccured by
the carly reformers and their chiefabettors.

But inorder (o get, and be able to keep them,
when gotten ; it was necessary to hold out in the
new system of belief, some prospect of gain to the
icommunity also: some powerful lures o attract
}!llxc people : for, no flock, noflecce.
| The grand reforming lure held out to these, was
the privilege granted to cvery onc of thinking and
acting as he pleased. All spiritual jurisdiclion
and subordination were at once proscribed. Each
’was now to be his own sole master, free {o deter-
mine by kis own private judgment, what he should
believe, and what hic should do, in order to be sav-
ed. None Lenceforth were tobe rcpulcd'as babes,

requiring merely the milk of instruction. Al
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were suddenly grown up iuto tAe perfect man., No
{ood was oo strong for their craving appetites : no
substance too hard for theis powerful digestion, |
Gross os this illusion was, .it readily took with
the weak and vain ; and wasbailed, as an excusing
and plausible plea by the sensual gipner and tho
religiops sceptic.  For suich indeed, (not tho smal-
lest portion of our race) the tempting Juro wese
wistfully intendéd : and, like the devil’s. speechto
Evo, it won them over by the flattering assurance
that they should all henceforth becume as Gods,
knowing buth good and evil. . Gen. 3.,

Yet, how evident the inconsistency .of the Pro-
tast-ant Reformers; and how -maccountable the
blindness of their followers!!! They promised
the people a complete disfranchisement from all
instructive authority on earth ;.telling every onc lo
take 2he bible ; and, rejecting all human interpreta-
tion of it, except Ais own, tomodel upon that alone,
bis whole faith and practice, .

Now, without asking why one, so contrary to the
usual rule of prudence, should rely more upon
his own private opinion, than on that of all the
world besides ; for to do so, were tho very.extreme
of idiotic presumption ; though the inculcation of
such an absurdity was indispensable, in order toin-
duce the people, so directly against the Saviour’s
command, no longer {o hear his Church—DNMatt.
18, vii—or attend to the instructions of her Jawfus
Pastors : Luke 10, xvi. Without pressingupon
them this unanswerable query : I shall.only beg te
know with what consistency, after thus constilut-
ing every one the sole judge and regulator of bisr
own faith and mora's ; could or can our Protestant.
Reformers still offer themselves te the people ar
their spivitual guides and teachers? They bad as«
sured the people that the Bidle alone, and as un-
derstood by each, was the ull and sole sufficing ruie
of faith to the Christian believer. 'What nced then
is there of their farther instructive interference ?
Or, if there is still need of such; why was I told
by them the contrary ; and thus made to reject the
instruction of the whele Christian Churc), as being
merely human, and tberefore inadmissible > Was,
itonifffghave foisted upon me, though human also,
and farmore inadmissible, the whims and dreams
of every strollingteachcer, and upstart, untaught and
self-commissioned dogmatiser T And yet, how’
strangely unaccountable ! An absurdity so gross
ly palpable ; an inconsistency so obivious and gld-
ring; could hitherto pass unnoticed even by the
sensible Protestant public!!! And still more
unaccountable how such an evidently sclf-contra-
dicting principle could lave so long prevailed ;
and won over so many from the sure and unerring
guidancc of the Church of Christ ! But, there is
no cficct without a cause. Let us look a little
nearer then to the cause of the people’s fond attach-
mentlo so open a delusion.

As I said at first, it was the wish for freedom
from the Saviour’s yoke ; and the greed of gain =
the love offifere and of worldly acquirements; at
the expenso of {he ancient Clergy and Religious ;
which prompted the first Reformers, and theif pois-
ecfulabettors, to oppose and cry”down “tlie hitherle,
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universally scknowled instructive authority of the
Catholic Church. The bait held out by these to
the simple peoplo was not s fangible and substan-
{ial, as that, with which they themsclves had been
caught by the master tempter. It was morean ima-
ginary thanarcal gain, It was, as I also observ-
ed, together with the Bible, as a blind ; or asa tub
cast out to the whale ; the unrestricted libersty to
every one to live and belicve as he plensed : the
icherent right allowcd to all and cach, to think and
act according to the decision and dictates of their
own private judgments. It was loosing the proud
human intellect from ifs enjoined assent to myster-
ics inexplicable ; and lecaving it to reason to de-
<ide upon them, according to its own vain and va-
riable conjecturcs. It was subjecting thus tho
whole Revelation of God {o the private judgment
ond determination of ¢very man, woman or child,
among their blind and infatuated followers. 1t was
breakingat once from off their necks the yoke of
Christ, so galling felt by the sinner, the worldling
aad the unbelicver. Tt was frecing them from alt
{he painful and humiliating duties prescribed to our
sintud, but redeemed race, during their short time
of trial and probation here, by the suffering Deity
incarnate, our propitiatory victim  Itwaswith the
proffer of this unhallowed and anti-christian inde-
pendence upon th2 instructive authority established]
by the Sariour, that our Protestant reformers have
srained, and still hold, their baleful sway over so
great aportion of the deluded public 5 who natural-
3y shrink from the investigation and acknowledg-
wment of truths and precepts ; the observance of
achich would trouble the smooth current of their
%emporal enjoyments - would beat down every height
that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God .
end bring inte captivity cvery understanding in
obediencelo Christ. 2 Cor, 10, v,

This much in a worldly and sinful sense bave
Protestants gained by their vainly boasted reforma-
%ion : let us sce next what their gains avo in a puce-
Iy spiritual and christian sense. 1 fear, however,
inthis sense, their gains have turned but (o their
Foss ; and must evidently appear from the following
obserrvations. ;

Their tcachers are those alone who refain the
substantial gain. The loaves and fishes still form
sheir exclusive perquisite and portion ; for which
they give once a week to their hearers a pitiful
puff for all their payments. Could they well give
Bess?  Orwas it possible to have contrived, at less
cbst and trouble to themselves, a choicer mode of
quartering themselves and their families upon the
community ?

In order to lessen thoir task, they have struck
off from the Christian calender not only all the fes-

£ival days in honour of the Saints; the display of]
whose virtues excites us to an imitation of their
sanctity : but also those commemorative of the
chief mysteries of our redemption ; as if froma
wish, if possible, to bury them in utter oblivion. Is
¢his, £ would ask, any spiritual gain afforded tothe
Christian believer 2 They have broken off all com-
saunion with the Bains, which every Christian
eoofesses in the Apostles creed, They will have

nothing to do withthe evil ones. They have strovel
to break down the seven pillars of wisdom’s house, !
Prov. 9, i. by denying all buttwo, the seven sacra-
meunts of the Saviour’s Church : and dedlaring, of
the two, which for mere appearance they afiect to
rctain, the oneunnccessary, and therefore uscless ;
the othera mere empty sign, and therefore grace- |
less.

They thus induce their hearers to neglect receiv-
g themselves or applying to their hapless off-
spring the baptismal rite, declared by the Saviour, "
and held at all times by the Christian Church asin- !
dispensably necessary for salvation. .

They deprive their followers of the promised

paraclete, by annulling the institution, by which he
is received.

They have excluded the Saviour from their as-
semblies, by abolishing his sficrifice and sacroment, |
in which he is rendered present in tho midst of!
those, who arc gathered together in his name
Matt. 18, xx. but in no other name whatever.

They have closed against their people the door
of merey, which the Saviour had opened in his sa-
crament of penance o repenting sinners, and shut
them out from the needful instruction afforded them
thence ; and that healing advice which is best a-
dapted to their spiritual ailments. :

And to spare themselves tho risk and trouble of
visiting thesick ; they have suppressed the undeni-
able scriptural and apostolic rites of the annointing
witk oil in thename of the lord—James §—which
cnforces the Pastor’s personal attendance ow the;
dying ; and to which so sure a promisc of salvation
is annexed.

Being all of them but sclf-commussioned, and
scl{-inspircd, they cannot claim, and therefore must
deny the lawful Priesthood’s genereting sacrament
of Holy Orders.

Nor have they left to themarried faithful the Sa-
viour’s instituted medium of needful grace ; by
which is sanctified and blessed the gencral state of
mankind.

In all this, T would ask again, what spiritualad-
vantage isafforded to the Christian believer ?

They have taught their people to abhor all things
sanctified by prayer and the word of God—1 Tim.
4, v—and consecrated to religious purposes.

Likenesses of the Saviour and his Saiats ; and e-
verv external sign, or sensible memorial of him or
them, arc accounted by such a grievous eye-sore ;
and held out to their flocks as objects meriting their ‘
utmost abkorrence and detestation. The Cross, a-|

i

bove all things, they cannot bear to look at, Iti
scems as odious an object to thiem, asit must be &o‘
him who-was conquered by it; with whom in this,
and all the rest, they appear to have a common
sympathy. The statues, busts and pictures of the
worldly great, they keep and cherish ; and inwo-
duce even into their places of worskip ; as into St.;
Paul's Cathedral & Westminster Abbey in London.
How dear to them are also the portraits and relice
of their deceased or absent relations and friends !
But the relics and resemblances of our heavenly
friends, the Saints, they cast from them with hor-
ror ; and every thing exhibited reminding us of
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the inrarnate God, our dear Redeomer ; whowy
notwithstanding, they pretend to worship.

They refuse all honour to his most blessed mo-
ther ; the woman destined from the beginning (e
crush the Serpent’s head ; and to repair in fine (he
fault of Eve. Htseems their dolight totraduce upon
all occasions ; and, if possible, vilify in human es-

‘'timation that purest of creatures, and the most ho

noured by the deity ; by daring to compare her,
saluted by an archangel, the most blessed of teo
mankind ; with even the most common and worth-
less of her sex. Whence all this dislike and anti
pathy borne towards her, if not from the original
tempter, whose haughty head she was bid to crush?
No wonder then, that they should rail against
virginity ; her peculiar and franscendant virs
tue ; the onc so particularly recommended by the
Apostle Saint Paul—1 Cor. 7, xxxiv—a virtue so
lauded by all the Holy Fathers ; and practiced in
all ages by the most illustrious servants of God.
Isay nothing at present of their demorulizing
doctrines. £ merely shew the ‘faint outlines of a
picture, whicl, the nearer it isinspected, the more
disgusting it appears.  Without therefore stopping
{o exhibitits deformitiesin detail ; 1shall conclude,
as 1 begap, hp observing that all the substantiat

[ladvantages of the Reforming scheme remain, as

at first: on the side ofitsteachers ; and all the ideal
and imaginary gains, if spiritual privations and’
lossescnu be deemed such, on the side of the peo-
ple, their deluded adherents.

The reforming scheme, bowever, by authorising
every one to expound the word of God accerding
to hisown notions ; and to commence as sure and
lawfula teacher, as the best among his protesting
brethren ; has this peculiar advantage in it, adapt-~
ed exclusively to themselves by its cunning and
unprincipled contrivers ; that it furnishes a ready
support to all, whom misfortune or misconduct hao
redaced to poverty ; and put upon their utmost
shifts tofind themselves a living; such, if tney can
but boldly act the Prophet or the Preacher, are
sure tobe listened to by crowds, and amply pre-
vided for by their admirers.

NE, SUTOR, ULTRA CREPIDAN.

Here lives a wight, a cobbler erst 5
But now commenc’d a Parson :

Who scarcely bad, in want iromers’d,
A stool to set his ~—— on.

Kecen hunger and an cm?? stall
Made him, poor man ! detetraine

His fretted fists nomore togall ;
But try tomake 2 sermon.

Strong was his voice ; his tongue was glib :
Sell+taught he read the bible;

And books, with many a pious fib;
Azd many 2 boly libel.

The preaching trade he now pursues
Beneath Beecher’s banners :

And he, who mended Bostou shocs,
Now mends our Kingston manntes

His holy cant be driv'ling drawls,
As crowds arogad him ﬁaxhcr :

You’d swear, so long and loud he bawls.
His lunge were of bend-teather.

He-clergy mawls with satire keen,
As g%of cobbler’a kmife
seeks, ifright I ween,
e}s living, not thelr lifc.
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He ragged concsicnces can clvut : SELECTED “be coutent with destroy‘ng Transubstantiation and
Ensc virtue's rugged path, | 4 yhd the Trinity 7 Notatall. Ttis a besom of destruc-

By giving souls for such hard route
“Ihe cork-sol'd shoes of faith.

n fine, no sinaer can abide
Before thiy wond’rous man. .
TTearts, harder than au old bull’s hide,
He casily can tan

What secret has this wonly seer,
Astonish’d 1t you ask

He honest sinner’s traios L0 wear
The hypocritic mask.

Should hie the wicked ¢’cc appear
"o draw from sin and evil 5

Tle buycxpells one fiend, I fear,
1 admit 2 greater devil.

One thiog I blame : bo dogs not splice
‘The thread of his discourse ¢

1t bestles up,—~the man’s ot nice,
Loose, thrurmy, thick and course.

But yet, unless he stitch full tight
The rents of his poor Church s
For all hus much admiv’d new Light,

He'll be leftin the lurch,

1 fear he soon must scamper home,
Unto his well-koown stall 5

Aud, though reluctgut, reassume
The apron and the awl.

With empty paunch, and throat atbirs¢,
He'll runinate the past 5

Ang curse the day he ventur’d first
‘Fo go beyond histast. .

'
.
!

EVANGELICAL PREVARICATION DE-
MONSTRATED.

n gur No. we called upon that American
»evlight, Ezra Sreruise Evy, (only think what

ad

-y

1name!) a journcyman printer, set up here as lmrchcnd. Give the victory then O ye figurative
Witor of a low rhapsodical, lying, canting Paper, ;

valled Zhe Watchman, by a joint stock company of
evangelical spungers froin the United States : we
alled upon him and bis partners, cither to prove,
anly in one single instance, what they asserted in
their uncouth miscellany as generally the case
‘hiat Catholics style their chief Bishop : Qur Lord

vod the Pope 5 or stand convicted before the pub-
e as retailers of untruth, and wilful slanderers.
‘Uo this challenge they have ventured no reply.
And will still our hitherto «c'uded countrymen con-
tmue 1o cncourage with their subscriptions, and
pious fancicd contributious, the mammenicspecu-
Wutions of such sclif-dubbed Gamatliels; here proved!
tu he, and they-dare notdeny it, remorseless fabri-
«ators of lies, and unprincipled impostors. They
would well spy in the number of our paper alluded
to, what they thought 1 -y could represent, in or-
der toinjure us, as a lik-} on the Dorcas and Be-
nevolent” Societies of the Ladies of Kingston:
though neither of these societies were ever so
much as dreamed of.  To the ladies, in particular
ot the Bencvolent Institution, we owe the acknow-
‘edzment that their charities have all along been
aberally dealt out to suflering humanity, mithout
any reference to sectarian distinctions. In their
meritorious efforts to provide asylums and aid for
e sick and destitute, they have far outsiripped
our Kingston Gentlemen; and set us all a bright
»xample to be imitated.

This vile outlandish paper, The Patchman, as
well ag The Christien Guardian, and othe about
‘o be edited in this Province, are supported, we
nunderstand, from the American Book ggnd, and
other forcign sources ; not quite so evangelical, as
»5 generally supposed. And hence their publish-
23 are enabled to seatter gratis, their antixChrist-
n and anti-British lucubrations among their
dupes, our ignorapt and unsuspecting poputation.

* Argunicnts in favour of the Catholie doctrine of Transub-
stantiofion and the real presence; Selceted from the
sermans preached oo that subject by the Reverend Rich-
ard $Hayes. Continued.

Thus my brethren, we sce that, of all thedivine
dogmasof Christ, the one before us was not only,
the most precisely -spressed, but  bkewise, the
|nost obstinately contested. Ifthen, we must be-
tieve his unequivocal word, ¢ This is my body, ,
tLow invincible, in our minds, does that word be-

|
|

jcome, when we hdar itmaintained, and with sol)
.much perseverance mamtamed, by Christ umself|!

;even o the loss of his disciples futh 3 and conse-
‘quently, maintained in that sense, which alene
could have shaken their faith, or given risc to the
tcontest—thc literal sense of the Catholic Church.
For cither this was the sense, in  which he main-
tained it ; or we must blaspheme lim for the gross-
.estand silliest ofimpostors! There 1s no med:-
ums; and therefore, while the Catholic believes

.|, his Saviour’s word, let the Calvanist tremble at

. the other branch of the dilemma. He who denies

’Tmnsubstamiation, may alledge, as long and as

often as he pleases, its incomprehensibility—his
denial charges mmposture upon Christ.

And then, what follows ?  Why that the whole
scripture, from beginning to end, is animposture,
where it relates any thing, which we cannot com-

deny the divimty of Jesusand the Holy Ghost !
For the very texts, which stand for"the Trinity,
are not more express, than those, which I have
quoted for transubstantiation. “lInthe begin-
ning was the word, and the word was with God,
and the word was God :  “The Fatherand | are
one : He that sceth me, seeth the Father also: ”
* {am in the Father, and the Father inme : >

“The Paraclete, the Holy Ghost, whom the Fa-
ther willsend in my name : the Spisit of truth,
who proceedeth from the Father,” “ Baptizing

give testimony in heaven : the Father, the Word,
and the Holy Ghost : and these threec are one. ”
Theése texts which prove the Trinity, are not more
liferal and cxpress, than the repeated assevara-
tions of Christ: “ This ismy body: Thisis my
blood. ?  Give the victory then, ye Protestants !
to alithe anti-trinitarians; and, with your figura-
tive sense, or to speak correctly,
all sense, deny thedivinity of the second and third
Persons! 'Why should you believe, that either s
God? Do you understaud, how they are God?
Much less than you do, how the bread is changed.
Tcat their divinity then, asyou do the sacrament;
make it fgurative ; the most convenient way in
the world to deny, what you do not comprehend:
say,outwith itat omee; Thcy arenot God,
theyare only the signs, the figures, the representa~
tionsof God1 ™

But, will your fiaurative sense stop Rere? will it
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sacramentarians i—give the vietory to the Amnans,
the Socinians, the Unitarians, and the Deists who

in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of"
the Holy Ghost;” finally, « There are three that | the shade ofone to offer,

your absence ofji ¢

-tion, [to apply that expressive term of the proplht
Isaias,] which sweeps, clean awag every relic of re-

velation. The word was made flesh, and dwelt
amongus. ” ¢ Polt how couldGod Ve made
!ﬂcsh ?. It is all a figure.’— Behold n‘!\‘irgin shall
j coneeive, ? ¢ Nosuch thing. Who can under-
jstand - such athing? It isonlyan emblem’—
;Christ Jesus, being in the formof God, debased
'himself, taking the form of a servant, beconing o-
'hedient unto death, even the death  of the cross. ™
¢ YW hat a contradiction ! that Gud should die ! It i3
all a sign, a figure, an cinblem, a representation, a
false appearance.~Well  Calvin! haveyou yet
made havoe enough inthe ficlds of revelnjion ¢
No no ; you are determined to reduce them v a
camplete desert.—"Who can understand the crea~
tion ? the fall of man? the temptation of the scrpent
the cternity of punishment ? the eternity of happi-
ness? the resurrection 4 all human bodies? Who
can understand the being of God?  Away with all
these truths, then ; we must not believe what we
do not comprehend ; let useat; letus drink ; ot
!lo~ morrow we shall die ! ”—A devastation an ue
' niversal infidelity, to which the figurative sens . nas
puved the way, and which the Bible Societics arc
now completing. For if men are once taught to
set asidea reality by a figure, because they com-
prehend not the  reality—they will extend this
sweeping privilege—so flattering totherr pride,
their ignorance, and their passions—from the sac-
rament, to all the uuintelligible dogmas, aye, and
disagreeable duties of religion.

But, have Calvin and his figuratives nothing to
say for themselves?  Say? that they will, and sax
and say forever 3 and thongh youwereto prove to
them, one hundred times, that “is is is ;> though
Christ himsolfwere to tell them, une hundred times,
that it is his hody 3 they would one hundred timnes,
reply 1o him thatitis net. What ean you do with
such men —But not o offend  their vanity ( for
they would rather dic than be considered dumb,)
‘et us iséir, not their arguments, (for they have non
) but their talk of which
| they are so fond. * Christ is called a doorand a
”vinc, » say they ; but, these are metaphors; ¢rgo.”
|| Metaphors ! Aye, and I willadd to this formidable
'larmy of metaphors, if metaphors be of any usc to

them. He iscalleda lion too, and 2 lamb, and o

rack, and a corner stone. Welland whatthen?

Because some passages of scripturc are evidently
taphorical, does it follow thatall areso ? What
then, becomes of the Trinity, the incarnation, and
all the other mysteries I have just now mentioned?
Are they all metaphors too ?  Because Christ uses
metaphors, and parrables, and similitudes of'every
kind, according to the practice of his age, taking
care to let us know, by the context of his dis-
course, that they aremetaphors—does it follofy,
that he never saidany thing but in metaphor? o
venwhen his véry words exclude the _possitilitai
a metaphor?

But ket us not compare these metaphors, o &

l
|
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ternally flung in the faice of our common sense,
with the words of the institution. Christesays, ¢ I
am the door ;T am the vine, ” &c. Nowas the
waid 17 §s, and remains the nominative case in
tlese sentences, therecan beno change inthe

thing expressed by that I, > namely, the person of }’

Clrist 3 and thevefore, these sentences must be me-
tiplors, by the common rudiments of speech,
But withregard to the Eucharist, Christ did not
enntent himself with saying, “ I am the living bread
thatcometh” down from Leaven.™ 'That wasa
metaphor 3 and had he said no move, curadversa~
ries might have some colour of  grammar, at least,
ontheir side.  But he says, ““This ismy body—

Thisis my blood § Y——and lest we should dream

"

for you. Now here, the nominative ease is not,
M1 ¥ ywhich as inthe objected instances, would:
show a metaphor ; for then, there could be no

N {{luded Cle;
of a metaphor, he adds, my body * which shall be | which ma;'gglmnst be cnlled national, had forgof-
dclivered for you ¢ * my blood * which shall be shed | their dignity, and their cause and exchanged iﬁ:

amass aditional wealth at tho expenso of the-Amer-
ican people, who if theywish to be thus imposed
upon, must blame their own credulity. Butwhat
if four hundred or five thousand of !be’lc‘rench cler-
gy have become rencgades to the faithofthe A-
postolic Church, will such apostacy invalidate the
great principlo of Truth? will it shake the reat
cause of Catholicity? No, no. Jts “foundation is
too strong to be offccted in the slightest degren by
such a schism, even were it to have taken place;
we know, and it is with painful feelings we recovd
it, that but too many (if there were but one) of the

Church, every member, according to Suint Paul
exists, as in the natural body, not for itself alonc.
but for the good of the other mombers. Jfon:
member,says be, suffers in any thing, all the mem
berssuffer with it: and if one member. glories, all
the members rejoice with it. i Cove 12, 26. that
which exactly happens in the Catholic Church
whero allthe members concur in affording their
aid towards the relief of the suffering memben
and in vejoicing at the happiness of the glorified

Fre ch Clergy ha® fori;oncn themselves during
the performance of the  Revolution-tragedy in un-
fortunate France; but then thousands of the Cleri
cal order were nobly crowned with martyrdom, and
thercby added fresh laurels to the Calhohcil{ of that

at and good country. Even many of those de-
men who, in the moment of frenzy

ir
Breviaries for wives, recovered the use of their
senses, and returned eventually to their duty. But
with regard to the book of common Prayer, we
consider the report too stupid for ¢omment. We

shange in the person of Chyist; butthe nomina- |do not however doubt of the good intentions of the

tive caseis “This 3 namely that substance, !
which be then held in hishand, and which he de-!
clares, and by that declaration, makes, (for his
wotd is omnipotent, asiell as true, ) to be instant-
Iy changed into his body,or his blaod. He does
ot even say this bread, this wine, lest we might
suspect any metaphor 3 but © "This, * without an.
adjunct, to show that there is nothing there, but
his body and hisblond § and whereas, in the objee-:
ted phrases, there can be no change in his person,’
which continues what it was, in the nominative,
case I3 ¥ so on the contrary, in the words of the !
"nstitntion, the nominative “‘This® having no'
Lot in cither sentenee, to which it can be referred, .
vacept “ boly or blood,”—hy the rules of com-
110n grammar, asvellas by the power and truth
of Jeeye, ©"I'hic ¥ must be, respectively, his  body,

IR ARGRA
Tobe continucd.

From the Jesuit.

¢ A report which we strongly suspect has been ma-
mizcturcd byl mock orthoidox Editorin New York
aliboughhe states that ke received the private in-
srmation from a friend in Yarisis going the rounds
of the Calvanisiic prints in town and country. The
amount of it is, that about four bundred of ‘the
French Clergy haye separated themselves from the i
foman Catholic Church, and have determined 1o,
wnglecanize themselves by tahing wives, and thus
Yiving rather in imitation of the new fangled’
ministers of a mis-named reformation, than of the

Apostles and their legitimate suceessors, It isal-"
»0 mmoured that the mock cquality King Louis,
Philippe, las seat over to England for an m-, dead, who,

Jgroved cojy of e 1 & of common Prayer, in
order to trim, and adjust it to the versatile taste of
the fashionable schisinatics, and eventually, o
recommend its adoptian to us dear  Freach sub-
sects. We donot beiave anadof all this.
ronsider ‘L. repart to Le calaulated for effect, to,
tyrther the schemes of e Bible, Tract, and’
issionary Society, by apening another source of
imposition upon the virluoushut tro equently duped!
people of America. "The Sectarsan cant of ““spread
tise Bible,” let it fly tothose thatare silling in dark-,
ness, and all syeh stuff, will perhaps, now ring in e-

very reformation pulpit; Will groan forth from eve-'

|

We "

Eresent incumbent upon the throne of France; he
nows that bad ns some of the French people are,
and careless as they may be about the religion in
which a Saint Louis gloried they would sooner
compel the citizen King to march to . the scaffold
of his father, thanto follow t he religioys fash-
ions of the English Church, The French seldom
adopt the fashions of England, the Jatter on the con-
trary adopt those of the former. ‘Tima the great
tell truth willdevelape all. In the mean time, we
caution the good American people to take care of
their purses.

SRS S

ORIGINAL.
'Fhe Protestant gc; negative fith, refut;d, and the Cau;olic,. .
or afirmat] faith, d trated from Scripture.
Continued
XX¥VI-

OF THL BENEFIT DCRIVED BY THE LIVING
AND THE DEAD, FROM TIXE PRAYEBS AND
GOOD WORKSOF THTIR BRETIIEREN HERD
OXN EARTIIL.

Trotestantsown that the living are benefitted by
{he prayers for their bretheren here on carth: though
any for their pious, charitable, or good works of-
fered wp to God for tlicir spiritual or temporal
welfare, are considered by them as useless. But
all such goud works arc cvidently prayers, and
that of the most effective kind; they arce prayers
ot s word only butin deed; apd prove their sin-,
cerity by thevirtuous wcts performed.  If therefore
as is and mus. be acknowledged, such prayer ean
benefit the Living, why may it ot also benefit the
as Las been shewn, may be ina state
of temporaiy suffering, cupable of being mitigated,
or wholly remitted by that merciful Godl, with
whom the prayers and good worhs of the righicous,
Tike those of the pious ‘Toby, and the Loly Daniel,
are sure to prevail.  Toz as weread iu the Sacred
Scripture, the prayes of him who humblelh himself]
shall picree the clouds; and ¢ill it come nigh, 1€ will
no? bé Comforted; nor will 1* depart il the Most high
behold it—TFcclesiasticus, 35. 21. Aud weare as-
sured by the same  divine authonty that Charity
covers a multitude afsins. Jamse i5. 29, '

vy reformation press. The qw is canters and-groan- |
<8, wii} parhaps be zade by the speculation. will |

In fhe mystical baly of €lrist, which isthe

¢
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members the Saints: which last, in thejr turn, in
terest.themselves for the salety and well heing ot
their Bretheren here on earth; still fellow mem.
bers with them of Christ’s mysticel bady, and chil-
dren of the one great Family of God, the Church
They therefore, as our Saviour tells us, rejoice so
at the conversion of the sioner. These-again, ant
those onearth, interest themselves in behalf of their
suffering members in a middle state after death ;
who cannot help themselves : yet, who, not hav-
ing been lopped off atlast, asincurable, are still
members of Christ’s mystical. body ; who adhkere
for the present in a tureefold relationship united
together ; and arc joined .in the communion of

Saints,
XXVIL
OF TRE NECESSITY O0F GOOD WORKS,

But what surprises most in those, who say thex:
take scripture for their rale of faith is theirfor
mal denial'of all ‘the merit and ulility of good
works ; thougli these form the constant theme of
scripture exortation ;* and the main drift of the in-
spired writings from beginning to end.

With this negative did the arch enemy of good
works furnish Lutherand his loose ‘associates, as
witha magically impenetriblo shicld, to screen
their unholy and sensual conduct from all the sharp
shafls of censure directed agasnst it by their Cath-
olic opponents. For, as these last objected to
them that their new and unheard of doclrines, des~
titute ot all miraculous evidence, to which these
innovators never could lay claims; had not even
inthe conduct of their propounders, any thing like
christian virtue, good works or sanctity to recom
mend them : butthat, on the contrary, the lives ot
these new apostles werc altogether sensual, selfish
and worldly ; unable todeby the charge, they, as
if in mockery of it, and to baflle all further atfacks
of the kind, unblushingly made it even an article
of their reformed crecd, that good works are usc-
Iess, nay, prejudicial to the believers. Let his.
says Luther, be gour rule in interpreling the
scn‘p;urcé: whercver they command any goud
work, do you understand that they forbid it. be
cause you cannot perform it.—De Serv. Arbit.
Tom. 3. Fol. 171.— Unless faith be without the
Ieast goad twork, i docs nol jutify; it is not fuith.
ilnd. Tom. 1. Fol. 861. His favorite discaple ane
bottle companion Amsdorf, whom hemade Bich
op of Newberg, wrote a book expressly o prove
that good works are nof only unnéscessary; but that
they are even huriful {o soleation, and cites his
masters works in confinnation of this doctrinc.. -
Sec Brierlics protest, apology 393. page 324. 328,

—1s nétihis the doctvine af Devils? .,
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"o gret rid of the testimony of Saint James, who
. Lis Catholic cpistlo 8o clearly inculcates tho ne-
Lessity of good warks together with faith; and as
of writing purposely agninst this impious article of
.fihe Protestant Creed, compares their fuith wt h-
.« works to the belief of devils; thou belicvest,
«ayshe, thou dost well: the devils believe and trem-
te: Ch, 2. v, 17. 19. to get rid of this unanswer-
\ble testimony, the Arch-reformer, Luther, who

Juc” at nothing, had the antichristian audacity to |8

strike this cpistle out of tho cannonical code of
Scopturc. stiling it contemptuously an epistle of
«fraw: though his followers hive since thought pro-
serto replace it Yet ho had moro reasons than
one for disliking particulasly thisepistle; forincul-
< ated also, intho plainest terms, as we have seen
‘bove, two rather troublesome Sacraments which
he wished to abolish, confession uf our sins to
man; «nd extreme unction,

XXviit
oF THE POSSIBILITY OF KCEPITG GOD’S

COMMANDMENTS.

Protestants deny not only the merit and utility,
but even the possibility of good works. for in the
Scotch Presbyterian Chatechicm we read, as anar-
ticle of their faith, that no ‘mere man since the fall
of Adam, with cny grace reccived in this life, is a-
ble perfectly to keep God’'s commandments; but-do-
¢tk daily break them in thought, word, and dced.

God is thus blasphemously declared to be a
reeek and foohsh Legislator; a week one, innot be-~
ing able though acknowledged omnipotent, to make
Lis laws be kept; since with any grace he can give
hie cannot enable us to observe them; a foolish one;
i enacting lawz which no one can possibly keep.
ow contrary is this,to the doctrine of Scripture,
where we read that Zacharius and Llizabeth were
tuth just befure God; walking in all the command-
~nentsand justifications of the Lord without blame.
Luke. 1. 6. Will they then blame those who were

these things? This exclamation shews the distance
of the avents foresecu. \

Verse, 2.—They shall coma in galleys from Itu-
ly.  They shall overcome the Assyriuns; and shull
wasie the Hebrews: and at the lust, they themselves
shall perish, R .

Clapter 25.—Wessee in this chapter from the ri-

our with which God punished the fornication of
lis people with the daugkters of Madian, how detes:
tablo the sin of impurity is in his sight.

Chapter 27—Verse 12.—.#nd God saidto Jl{«;ses:

rom
thence the land which £ will give to the children of]
Israel.

Moscs and Aaron had offend~d God by their dif-
fidence shewn inhis word to thein, when he bade
Moses smite tho rock with his rol _and thus bring
forth wafer from it, to quench the thirst of the mul-
titude. He had heen roerely biddento smite the
rock; but, as if doubﬁn% he smote it once and
again, Numb. 20, 11. Thercfore he, andlus bro-
ther Aaron, who shared in his difidence, were de-
fnved of the happiness of entering the promised
and, towards which_they had been conducting the
children of Isracl, Dieut. 49. .

But under the veil of this prohibition there is a
mystery concealed. Moses and Aaron, represent-

the autharities in the Jewish dispensation; orthe
synagogfie; which was not fit to introduce the spi-
ntua%lsraelites into the fpreﬁg\n'cd and trueland f
promise, thekingdom of heaven. 'They who enter
that Iand, must pass the Jordan (in baptism) under
the command of the prefigured Joshua, or Jesus,
the Saviour, and fight and conquer under his ban-
ner. 'This is the one, whom Moses hegs the Lord
would provide to be over hie people; 2o go out andin
before them, to leud them out, and bring them in;
lest they should be as sheep without a shepherd, The
prayer of Moses was that of ali the just in the syna-
gogue, whom he here represents: andby whom the
promised Messiah was ever a=iously desired and
expected. Joshua is therciore chosen by Almigh-
ty God, as all those must be, who are duly appoint-
cd to conduct his pcople: and commissioned in the
Ercscncc of all by Moses: who, luying kis hands on

is heed, repented all things that the Lord had com-
manded. 'Thus are still consecrated ‘he luwful
guides of God’s Ecoplc, and shepherds of Christ’s
one fold, very unlike our modern, self sen?, reform-
ers. ‘These enter not in by the door into the jfold:

0 up intothis mow. dain, Abarim; and view

blamcless defore God; and say. they daily broke
his commandments in every way possible, in|
thought, word and deed? Yet, 1if thow twilt enfery
“nto Life, says Christ, heep the commundments.|
Math. 19. 17. Fle who loves me keeps my com-i
wandments; he who loves me not Keeps not my com-
nandnents, John, 14. 15, 21, 23, 24.%c.

Butthis article of the Presbyterian’s Creed is
evidently as absurd as false and blasphemous. For
1 affirms of every one what is impossible to any
ue; that he daily breaks Gods commandments in

thought, word and deed. e wmay indeed break
~ome commandment daily; but must he so break
all, and that too i Lhought, word, and deed® Or if
Le keeps some, why may ho not keep oll? Or
-hould he daily Lill in thought, or in word, thourh
this last way of killing is not very intclligibfr
wust he also daily killtn  Deed? the worst of sin
ners then s not so bad a wretch, as this wretched
{(}lasphcmy would make the very best of Chrise
ans.

To be continucd.

BIBLICAL NOTICBS AND EXPLANA TIONS,

NUMBERS. Continged.

Yerse, 93.—.4nd toking up his arable, again
heeaid: dlast who shall icei,, :rhmp God gh:ﬁ Z’O

but climb up enother way; and ave styled by our Sa-
viour Zhicves and robbers,  John, 10, 1.

Afler what has been prermsed on the several
sacrifices und their accompanying rites, 1t were
needless to dwell any Jonzer on those enumerated
and commanded in the two following Chapters ; as
their meanings have already been generally ex-
plained.

In the next chapter God sanctions vows, and|
directs how they are to be made.  If they are now
unlawful, as protestants pretend; let them shew

words, the icligion of the Jews and the rehgion of
the Chiristians are the same religion; as in both,
the same God was worshipped ;3 the same virtuea
were inculeated : the same sins forbidden: the
same Saviour was looked upfo. The whole hope
ol the synagogue was in the Saviour to come. The
whole hope of the Christian Church, is in the smne
Suviour, who has come. The only difference bes
tween them 3 and a fatal one tor” the Jews, is that.
aswas foretold : these last disowned and chccxcci
the Saviour when comes; and the christians ac-
knowiedged and received him, The Jews clung
to the prefiguring rites: the Christians 1o their
fulfilment in the Saviour’s institution.

Chapter, kxxiil.—9.—The twelre fountains of
wuters, and seventy palm  trees, round which the
Ismclites encamped, arc considered as prefiguring
the twelve Apostles, and the first disciples,

Verse 52.—Destroy all the inhabitants of that
Land. Beat down their pillars, and breal: in piec-
es their stutues; and waste all their high places:
cleansing the land, and dwelling in it; for I have
given it to you for a possession,

God, the arbiter of life and death: and the just
judge ard punisber of the wicked, who can use
what instruments of his vengeance he pleases, or-
ders his people ta.destroy the inhabitants of Canaan;
the measure of whose imquity was full.  Every bo-
dy acquainted with history knows, what murderous
use the first reformers made of this order given by
God to his peopleto root out and destroy the Ca-
naanite, the Hethite, the Jebusitethe Amalechite §c.
and how, like the dovil tempting Christ, they fturn-
ed the sacred textto suit theic own selfish views,
and forward their iniquitous purposes, to exteri -
nate tha Catholics, whom they dencunced as an
idolatrous and accursed race; and cetablish them-
sclves, the self-styled people of God, iu their stead.
They adopted the order,as addressed to themselves;
and acted upon it to the utmost extent of theiv
power.  Who Las not heard of the furious ha-
rangucs, ofa John Knox, that truc son of . 4polly-
on the destroyer; and of the demolishing deeds of
his fanatical followers. In cvery comer of Scot-
land, once a respected kingdom, from the rins of
so many churches, abhcys, monasteries, and nun-
neries, the hallowed haunts of piety and learning;
the assylums of the peacéful followers of Christ:
the verry stones themselves cry out against him zud
his desolating maniacs. Contemplate next on serip-
ture authority the ruthless was-waging covinantess.

1 Next the bleody-hotrors of theCromwellian usurpg -

jtion; the civil massacres of felloww-christians and
I!’cllow countrymen—all  based upon scripture
jinlerpreted  to the aggressor’s sole acccunt.
Need T 1 2ution the same perversion and pro-
jfonation of the mest holy word of God, still
,practiced in the swearing dens of the Orange bloud
,and plunder boys 1 They are the champiens com-

in all the seripture, when or where God ever
abolished them, 7 came not, says our Suviour, lo
abolish, bul to fulfil the law.—Mat. v. 17,

Chapter xxxii.—The tnbes of Ruben and Gad,
and the half tribe of Manasses, who obtained|
their inheritance on the near side of the Jordon,|
and before crossing it with Joshua; represeni
thase of the people of God, who, before the crming!
of our Saviour, and his institution of baptiens,
were saved, without that sacrament. Such,  how-|
ever, reccived their desired portion only on con-
dition of fighting with the rest of their bhrcthren,
under the command of Joshua; 1ill all their
enemi s were subdued.  This was spiritually done
by the ist in the synagogue, who believing in the
S:n"mur 1o come, and practising thosc virtues,
which he afterwards more fully and cleatly incul-
cated; were joined in faith and practice with
3 » who, under the real Joshua, passed the

'manded to root out the Pupish amalechile, 'To
!|hcr§x alone is justly due the iuberitance of the Ca-
tholic forfcited soil, O! the darkest page in Bri-
jlish history 3 and for which some day, our pesterity
'\Y'u] blush ; is that which details in our islands tho
,rise and progress of the Refurmation. But where
-has it not caused cqual horrors at its very earliest
Jappearance?  Witliout describing the scenes of

jjdesolation caused in {ho scuthof Franee by the

Albigences: the rebellicus wars of the Anabaptist
fanatics 3 or the civil commotions raised in Ger-
many by the new and never licard of doctrines of
Huss amd Wicklifie : let us oply reflect on what
human blaed was spilt in France in the wars nised
oy the rebel Hugonots ; and then let us uot alto-
gether condemn those sovereigns, who thought it
necessary {o lake measures to exclude from their.
dominions the desolating mania of self*taught
scriptural interpretation ; and a doctrinal or dogmia-+
tizing, not a merat, reformation.

rdon, and deleated 1their cncmies.
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JIUSENBETH’S DEIENCE OF TIHL CATIHOLIC
CHURCH.

Continued.

Mr White’s absurd caricature of Catholic practices.—
true mcamn{; of superstition —His Misrcpresentation of
the nature of repentance, and of (asting —his jnsidious
sttack upon the Rofen breviary.—~its real tendenoy the
opposite to that charged upon’it by Mr. Winte'—his
talsc account of our doctrine respecting good works, —
aur doctrine truly stated. —presuroption of Luther.—~do-
tence of celibacy and religious vows.~—Conclusion.

Mn. Wirre having advanced, in the conclu-
ston of histhird Diologue, that every Catholic
“‘must become a wweak, superstitious being,” if noy
a violent and bigotted persecutor—pioceeds in the
heginning of the fourth to atttempt some proof of
hisassertion, For this purpase he collects together
a number of pious practices of Catholics, and some
which probably no (‘atholic ever thought of; and
mixes them up in onc monstrous caricature ofa
““Romanist retiring (o bed at night.”” He falsely
asserts that the Catholic Church encourages a su-
perstitiors state of mind similar to that which
makes people afraid of witches, charms, omens,
a1 such things; and we must say, that if Mr,
White’s account of Catholic practices were any
thing like truth, there would be some ground for
the assertion, But what are the practices he des-
eribes, and what does he wish his rcader to infer?
“¥c cannot afford space for a copy of his picturs,
though it wonld be highly amusing to a (?atho!ic
to see how Mr. White has ridiculously worked it
up. These, howevcr, are the leading features: the
R wnanist lights up two candles near his crucifix,
heats his breast till it rings again—takesa skull
out of a cupboard and kisses ! gives bhimselfa
oliscipline, mutters several prayers, turning to every
picture in hisroom, sprinkles the hed and room
with holy water to keep the devil off, ard to wash
away his own venial sins, which, according to Mr.
White, holy water hus the power of clearing away:
then he hasan Agnus Dei made in a mould, says
“Mr. White, “not unlike a large butter-pat;** what
he does with this, Mr, White omits to tell us, but
he says that every kiss impressed upon it strikes
off the amount of fifty or an hundred days from the
bt he has to pay inpurgatory. Then he feels for
hisrosary and  scapular about his neck, says a
prayer to his good angel, and makes the sign of the
cross the last thing. 'These are some of the strokes
in Mr. White’s laboured caricature; upon which
we shall briefly remark: 1st,—That many of the
practices may be done with a proper intention, and
asgist a person toretire to rest in a Christian man-
ner; particularly begging the pruyers and protec-
tion of our guordian angel, and the holy sign of the
«<rass, which has begn in use from the very days of
the Apostles. 24,—Thatthe use of holy water is
very ancicnt inthe Church, as a means of draw-
ing” down a blessing of God, which we hope to ob-
tain through the Amtycrs which the Church has ap-
pointed to be used in blessing it;hut that we do not
helieve, as Mc. White falsely asserts, that holy
water hasany power in itself, or spiritual virtue
to wash away cven venial sins. 8d,—That no

inus Catholic considers that any outward ceremon-
Yes or practices canavail him, without true repen-
tance'for his sing, without faith, hope, charity, and
careful keaping of all the commandments; so that
he will nnt neglect prayer, self examination, med-
itationand spiritual reading, which Mr. Whitetakes
care not to mention; and that if to these he joins
outward mortifications or « eremonics, they are on-
1y adopted as helps fo interior devotion, or exnress-
ons of it.  -th,—Tat kissing an ﬂgmts Det will
not free us from purgatory; and that kissing a skull
1s 1 new “way of cherishing the remembrance of

death, which we neverheard of before.
Ard from the above ridicnlous caricatore of re

ligious practices, scarco one of whichis held by
any Catholic as essential to religion; and all of
which we feel confident are not practised by any
one Catbolic in the world, Mr. White attemptsto

infer, that we ““must become weak, superstitious)

ll

beings!?*  Superstition, properly defined, is ¢ an
cxcessive and superfluous worship, by whicheither!

sovereign honouris given to the creature, or in an!

undue mnanner to the Creator.” O
have the word superstition 6o continually in_their

mouths against our religious practices, without:

knowing what they really mean by the term,
it is necessary to lay down its meaning accurately,
and then weare not afraid for our practices to be
tried by it. None of our authorized religious cere-
monies or practices render sovereign honour to the
creature; wo pay to relics, images, &c. no more
than a relative honour, as memorials of Christ and
his saints;nor by any of them do we adore the
Creator in an undue manner, thatis, ina manner
which he hag not appointed, cither himsclf, or by
those who have authority from him, and which con-
sequently is not pleasing to him. We are ready
to shew that our religious practices are grounded
upon Scripture, and the universal practice of anti-
quity, am} approved by the Church of God, which
hasauthority to guide us, and if otber praclices
are inuse notso grounded and approved, orif those
that are approved are notperformed in the proper
manner by any individuals, the Church is not
answorable for them. She does all m her power
{o confine these practices within proper and salu-
tary limits. Many decrecs of councils might be
uoted, to prove how desirous the pastors of the

hurch have been to prevent superstitions : we
shall confine oursclves to a decree of the Council
of Mecklin in 1670, and select it because its lan-
guage is remarkably apphicable to Mr. White’s
picture of the Romanists. *“ Let not the faithful
rashly give credit to certain books circulated or
even printed with privilege, which from li?fbg and
superstitous  causes, and uncerfain revelations,
promise immoderate and unjusly exorbitant in-
dulgences ; particularly if they promise deliver-
ance from certain effects, that 1s, from dangers of
gwords, torments, horses, plague, or certain deliv-
erance from purgatory.”

It was to be cxpected after this, that Mr.
‘White would misrepresent our virtuo of pennance.
He has the boldness to assert, that thoygh Catholics
believe the atonement of Christ sufficient to save
them from hell, they do not believe it enough to save
them from a temporal punishment of sin, Thus he
calumniously insinuates, that Catholicsdo uot be-
liese in the all-sufficiency of the atonement of
Christ; but hopc tontone themselves for what descr-
ved temporal punishment, by voluntury sufferings
oftheir own, iudependent of the satisfaction of
Christ.  If this were Catholic doctrine, Mr. White
might well write a ¢“Preservative® from it. Butwe
are of opinion, thatthe man who could thus know-
ingly misropresent the crepd in which he was ed-
ucafed, and of which ke was an appointed preacher,
would find equal repm to condemn the great Apostle
himself, for he says of himself, that he ‘fills up
those things that are wanting of the sufferings of
Christ in his flesh,” &c.SECuloss. i,24.) We
shonld be glad to hear Mr. S hite’s explanation of
that passage: but meantime we can assure his read-
ers, whatf\’!r, ‘White knew whes hc wrote perfectly
well,—that the doctrineof the Catholic Church is
very far from being thus jnjurious to the merits of
Christ. What we call satigfactipn, isnothing else
than an application of the infinito satisfaction of,
Jesus to our souls. We believe that the atunement
of Christ was full aud infinite in value; that he off-
ered a superabundant satisfaction for our sius,
more than sufficient to atone for all that they des-
erved, both temporal and eternal,  But Ae can ap-
ply this satisfaction o us as he &:Iawcs; cither by
abolishsng oursins entirely, an
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Gue to them;~or, by removing the eternol pamsh.
{ment, and still leaving us to indure some temporal
‘suﬁ‘cnn&s. The first method, we believe him to
luse in Baptism, but the sccond frequently in re.
gard of the sins we commitafier Baptism. e re.

uires some temnporal punishment to hold us to the
line of duty, and it is to fulfil this cbligation, thatwe
undergo certain painful works which we vall aatis.

Our adversaries,. Sactory, These reserved pumshments do not pro
!

ceed fram any deficiency in our Saviours’s payment,
but from a certain order which he himself has €s-

that! tablished for the application of his atonement to o

souls, Qur salvatioh is alithe work of his mercy
and grace, firstand Just: what we do by his grace.
18 not less his, thon what he sdoes himself by his
own absolute wil; and we only hope, through
his merits, for our works to prove satisfactory.

+

| To be Continued *

S I STt r——
Original
DIVINE CHARITY.

Vain, but for thee, O charity, had been
Creatton’s wondersall : por ouglst had pleased
In all this upiverse immense display’d
With suns und moons so bright, and twinkiing stars,
And inily glitt’ring glories, strew’d grofusc
O’cr the azure arch, illimitably spread :
Not all this fabric vast, extemnal reard,—
IWith all th’ enchanting scenes its sphere cofolds,
Could cheer the drooping mind ; or ought smpart
To move our smiles, or wake the heart to joy.
Ev’n rcason’s ray, that chicfdeljghting sbines,
Would pain, but through th; milder medium secn,
The aching sight, and scorch the frenzied brain—
Thus fierce it flames, and scorching on the. &1 ht
Of those unblest, whom wilful gailt bas plac

+  Beyond the bounds extreme, and limits fir'd
Of thine and mercy’s realms ; where patient hope.
With heav’n ward looks.expectant, still sojourns.—~
But O, how goodly all, and gladsome smiles
The seepe within thy sacred influence spread !
What visiops there of ever varying bliss ;
A e A on by, giong shunes reveal'd

o ie ay’n thy shipes

To th%se all beautjou baslnng:gn tye blazo
Of Qeity disclos’d ; whoou their ai
The glowing wonders of his bosam bares.—
Till all, in bright armay, like mirrors purc
His Light essential, back reficoting send.
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Angus McDonel!, £5q. P. 2. Alexandrite....... Ditto....

Col. J. P. Leprokon, Conopt. of Customs ...Cofean du L.
Mr. Morigrtye..... Schoolmaster at the Rccoucts,Montt'e.’al
Hop. James Cutliberd +.. - coeees Manorhouse, Bertbier-
DIr. Jop. BYMCyeeenerrnseeenses ‘Lower Town Québre
Rev. Mr. Camusky..oooeeree veere sueereces . Now Yotk
Bev. Dr. Barcel ... ... Kivsident of £t Mary’s College
{ Fmet’sBurgh, Margiiad.
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