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PREFACE

HERE is mugh truth and force in the old saying,
that “Manners make the man,” “All persons: _
should know how to appear to the best advan-

- tage in ‘polite society. This " very attractive \
volume- furnishes rules of*etiquette for all occa-
sions, and is a complete guide for daily usc. in
all matters pertaining tq;soazﬁ’ intercourse.”

The first department treats of Introductnons
and Salutatxons The rules given under this

’ ncad arc thosc constantly observed in the best society. The samc is

- cqually true of all the instructions throughout the book, which. is the

_most complete work on' this subject ever issued.

- The next department treats of the very impaqrtant Art of Conver§l
tion. It has been.said, with truth, that “a good talker is always a ¢
social success.”  The rcadcr is here taught how to converse agrecably ‘
and with ease. To be a bright, witty, interesting talker, is a most
charming accomplishment. This volume is a help in thlS rcspcct the

~value of Wthh cannot be overestimated. '

VlSltlng Cards and Customs are next treated, and all thc perplexing

" quéstions which. they occasion are fully answered. ‘With this very

3 comprehenswe volume at hand, no person will be gmlty of blunders
. 'and ‘humiliating ‘mistakes. - '

Inv1tat10ns Formal and Informal Acceptances and Regrcts form '

another topic. The work furnishes full mformatlon and is authority
’ upon all matters of social etiquette.

All young. persons, and some older ones, are deeply mterested in -
the Etiquette of Courtship and Marrlage Weddings and Wedding;
Anniversaries. These subjects are treated in a manner at once practlca[
and instructive. :

The _usages of. the best socxety in g1v1ng Parties; Dmners Teas
Receptions, Breakfasts, Luncheons, etc., are minutely described. Also,
Home Etiquette and Etiquette for Children. With this volume in the -
home, parents can easily teach the young polite and winning manners.

. Mis&ellaneous. Entertainments form a department that is bright and

i i
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éparkling. Thc dark side of . life is net overlooked, Fthuette of
Funerals forming a separate topic. How the young lady should
“comc out” is stated in full, wnth invaluable 1nstruct10ns to her

parents and herself.
Then we come to Etiquette of “Public Places followed’ by that of

- Walking, Riding, Boating, Driving, ctc. Etiquette for Bicycle Riders
“feceives full attention. Here are Hints for Travelers, for Hostes& and

Guest, General Etique‘tte“ and Delsarte Discipline, Musicales, Soirées,
Lawn’ Parties, etc. Washington Etiquette is described and all:the
proper titles for professional and public men are given.

" The Art of Dress receives exhaustive treatment, and the rules to '

be observed by those who would dress tastefully are very complete.
" They who are well dressed have already made a favorable i impression

upon others. Suggestions and rules upon this subject are 1mportant

‘to all who would shine i in social life.

Letter-Writing - makes constant demands upon nearly all persons,
yet its difficulties are perplexmg Here are plain directions upon.this
subject, which should be studied and followed by all who would suc-
ceed in the great art of elegant correspondence. - It is essential often
to have the best Forms for Letters, happily expressed, choice in the
use of words and easy and cortect ih grammatical construction.

Artistic Home Decoratlons are fully treated, showmcr how to have
a pretty, tasteful and inviting hornc at léast expense. This subject
is .receiving great attention everywhere and this delightful volume
should be in every. household in thc land, as it furnishes just the

~ information needed. Fxreplaces and Windows, Staxrways ‘Woodwork

Dod¥5 L ighting, Decorating, Furniture and Pamtmgs, are among the

“topics treated in this part of the volume.

In short, this work is a treasury of rules and mformatlon on every
subject of Social Etiquette, Self-Culture and Home Life. ) .
" An entirely new and very important feature is- the beautiful Photo-
type Engravings in rich colors. The publishers consider hemselves -
fortunate in being able to present these new and. admirable embellish-

s

z




af

TITLE-PAGE .+ v v v v v v e v e e o
PREFACE . v v v v v v v e e e e o s

CONTENTS « « v v v v v 0 e e et u

THE EsseEncE OF ETIQUETTE . . . . . . .-

INTRODUCTIONS AND SALUTATIONS . . . . .

ART OF CONVERGATION e e e e e

Visiting CaRDS e e e e e e e e
- \ .
VISITING CUSTOMS S

INVITATIONS FORMAL AND INFORMAL e e

"\CCEPTANCES AND REGRETS . . . . . .

AT

ETIQUETTF. OF COURTSHIP AND MARRIAGE ..

Home ET

ETIQUETTE FOR CHILDREN S

WEDDING§QAND WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES . .

UETTE ¢ « e e o o o o

DINNER GIVING . + v v v v o 0 0 o o w o

TABLE ETIQUETTE . . . .. « v o« « « « . .

EVENING PARTIES, RECEPTIONS AND SUPPERS

BaLrs, DANCING AND MASQUERADES . . . .

SoirEes, MUsICALES AND LawN PARTIES . .

BrEAKFASTS, LUNCHEONS AND TEAS . . . .

-PAGHE
i

- 17

23
37
51
- 69
83
107

116

143 .
165
180
189

211

227
241 .

261
274

e e s



vi o . s

MISCELLANEOU% ENTERTAINMENTS

".CIIRhTENINGS CO\TFIRMA[‘IONS AND" GRADUATIONS

AETIQUETTE oF. PUBLIC Praces

Bicyere ErxoUETrE e
¥ "Cws FIIQUEI‘TE e e e
‘ ‘SOCILTY SRERI ..
(\\ o GE‘\IERAI Eriguerte . . . B
i \\\VASHIN'GIO\I FIIOUEFIE C
: DELSARTEAN DISCIPL.INE- e
ART oF DRESS . C e e e
C Corors AND COMPLEXIONS
! DRESS FOR Smcnl, OCCASIONS
LETTER W RITING . .. . . :
. Forms FoR LETFERS . . . .
, - ARTISTIC Hp\f};aDFcor\um\:q .
How 10 _;ga-;ggéq"nwn e

£

i |
. |
: .
i
H i
5 (-
: |
;. -
. P \
o -
‘\. i
N
‘ : -
‘ . _—
4

NVALM\IG RIDI‘\G BoxrmG Dmvmr

. .
. .
. .
.o
..
. .
. ) .
. .

CONTENTS.

.

]“[‘IQUEFTE OF FUNEI\ALS AND MOURNI\IG e

o




UTTVDY ONINVYON V- DNILLIO UCTININLLS SraL,




‘ — —---— ﬁ-’!——— -

N 9
.
.
L
€
5
.
.
.
.

T

7




\HE old chromcler says, “) !
maketh man.” “Manners a e not
- the character, but they are the
& - dress of character,” adds- a. modern”
writer.  Manners are not - the: pure
gold of the mind, but they set thc
_mint stamp upon the crude. ore
\ and fit it for circulation, and few
there be who may dare to set aside
their valuation. - To 'crenius only is
_this privilege’ grahted and’ gemus
is exceeding rare. , :
3 It should be remembered that more people can

give the list of Dr..Samuel ]ohnson s sins agamst o
good manners than can quote from his Rassalas” and ‘ Rambler,”
while there will always be more who can descant upon the selﬁsh
- tyrannical ill-breeding of Thomas Carlyle than can estlmate the value
and 1mmensnty of his literary labors. ‘

The essence of all etiquette will be found in that Golden Rule from
"Holy Wnt that en_]oms ‘upon- us to “do unto others as we would that
they should” do unto us,” and whéreon Lord Chesterﬁeld based his
maxim for the cultivation of manners :

“Observe carefully 1 what pleases or displeases you in others and be
persuaded that in oeneral the same thxncs will please or dlsplease
them inyou.” : o '

The social code, even in its smallest pamculars is the outgrowth’
of a kmdly regard for the’ feelmds of others, even in the little thmgs
of life, and a kmdl) sympathy for all. that interests your companions,’

2. . , o 17
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s ‘I‘HE ESSENCE OF ETIQUETTE o

“Be hospltable toward the 1deas of others,” s'ays Dr. George Rlpley-,
~ «“Some people,” he asserts “ only half listen to you, because they are -
. .tonsidering, even whxle you speak, with’ what wealth of wit- they will
: reply Such ‘people may be bnlhant but they ca,n never be agree- -
able.. You feel that they : are impatient to have théir own- turn; -come; -
'and have none of the gentle receptlveness sO pleasmg to.our own ego'
that rebels agamst their egotism.
< ,--'} It is the kind and ‘sympathetic soul that wins fnends and
R . ¢«“He whohasa thousa.nd Jfriends L
' ' © " Hasnot a friend to spare,
Buf he who has an enemy
W111 find him everywhere‘

Our ﬁrst impressions of a man are impressions of his manners. .We
_deSIgnate ‘him from.the first glimpse of hts face, ‘_ﬁrst sound of his

' voice,"as an affable, agreeable and sincere individual ; or as crabbed,

" . cross- gramed and suspicious in his temperament, and are attracted by,
~ orrepelled from him, according to the: charactenstlcs with whlch his -
- manyers have elothed h1m S ' '

The Inﬁuence of Good Manners . -

. ‘So potent is this power exercised qver the world by’the 0‘entle sway
" of manners that their possession is worthy the cultivation and- care we
_put forth for the -attainment of all gracious, pleasant things, ‘and to‘
their pessessor is given the: Ley to which all doors opzn. ‘
Emerson- was one of the most acute observers of 1 manners that
" culture “has ever produced, and he wrete: “The loncer I live the -
o molre ;[ am impressed with the 1mportance ‘of manners.  When we
reﬂect 1fipon their-persuasive and. cheermg force how they recommend, ~
.. Jrépare and draw people toorether when we think what keys they are,
- ax.d to what secrets; what high and mspxrmc character they convey,
ana what divination is requlred of us for the reading- of this ﬁne tele-
graphy, we see what range the subject has.” )
Manners, with some are the gracious Iecracy of. mhentance, educa-
tion and environment ; with others they.are the growth of the careful

v
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~ _ THE ESSENCE OF <.ETIQUETTE 1

cultwatlon of years, and carry with them the calm self-poxse of the

* man who ‘has | conquered circumstances and establlshed his own
' posmon In such as. these there inheres a certain power that impresses
- itself: upon all who come: m contact with its mﬂuence :

The  self- -possession anid _certainty stamped upon. the face of a man

: “who inherited; or worn for himself,:the sure and perfect armor of good-
g jbreedmcr is but the outer stamp of the man himself. o

-Manners are proﬁtable as-well as pleasant. They carry W1th them

" ! a'measureless’ welght of influence. A gentleman once brought into his
Ahbrary a costly subscription book. My dear,” said his wife, “you

already had a copy of that work,” .“I knew I did,” he rephed “but
the manners of the lad who_ sold it were so elegant that it was a

- pleasure to purchase it.” - - - S o

“The charm of good manners is not a quallﬁcatlop belontrmOr to any.
particular station in-life, for, to the poor and urlettered oftimes may

- be traced deeds and actions that mark them as nature’s noblemen.

Education, wealth and social station do. not always confer them but
the outer grace may be acquired by all. -
In this way it has come to be known that a reﬁnement of” la\xs in "~ -

* any country indicates that a gradual refinement of manners has led up
towards, and finally crystallized into a refinement of the hearts and the R

laws of the’ people

.

The Marks of True Politeness. .

True pohteness is’ always known by its lack of assumption: Presx-
aent'Tyler ‘in advising his’daughter-in-law previous to- her talund her
position as lady of  the White House, used these noteworthy words::
«“It is, I trust, scarcely. necessary to say that, as upon you will devolve

 the duty. of pre51d1n0' at the White: House, you should be equal and

untlrmg in your affablhties to all. You should remember that nothing’

" shows a little soul so much as. the exhibition of airs or assumptlona ’ )

under any ‘circumstances.”
' The minor observances have much to do with ‘the pollshmO' and -
perfectmg of the manners of men; These httle thmos that mark or-’

cedmiure wen T
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as bemg “to the manor born’’ are notthe growth of moments but

the slow accretions of years ; neither can their use' be dropped in the

prlvacy of home to be assumed at pleasure for the outside world to.

admire, else they will fit but illy, as borrowed plumes are wont to do.

The best-intentioned and best-hearted people that the world has.

‘ever known ‘are too often careless in the’ slight observances that mean
so much to.the cultlvated " Thoreau says, “I could better eat with -

one who did not respect the truth or the laws than with a sloven and _

_, unpresentable person. Moral - qualltles rule the world but at short

range the senses are despotic.”
“The code of society is _]ust a littlg stronger with sore 1nd1v1duals

. -than the code of Sinai, and many a man who would not scruple to put
. his fingers in your pocket would forego peas rather than usé his kmfe

as.a shovel .
The Great Value of COurtesy., : L

FERS

“Be courteous,” is an apostohc command that too many earthly |

' followers of the Twelve would do well to consider. They are just,

they are truthful :sometimes agressively so; they are consc1en1:10us

they weary not in well-doing but—they are not courteous. _They are
- not good mannered, and. by so much as they sin in this regard do

they lose their power to win. ]
“ Good manners,” says one, “are more- serv1ceable than a passport,

1 than a bank account, than a lmeage They make friends for us ; ‘they’
~are more potent than eloquence or genius without them They add
. -to beauty, they detract from personal ugliness, they cast a glamour
“over defects, in short, they work the miracle of mind over matter -

‘ exemphﬁed in'the case of the -extremely plain Nadame de Stael who

was reputed to"“ talk herself beautiful in five minutes.”

" They teach us the beauty of self-sacrifice, they constrain us to hsten

with an’ appearance of interest to a twice-told tale, they teach the’ w1fe
to smile over the somewhat worn jest of the husband, as she smiled in #
like fashion in the days of auld lang syne, or, harder still, they enjoin*

upon us to follow the Duc de Morny’s definition of a polite man, as -

/




" abused terms, lady/and gentleman “each with its strong, sweet mearimg :
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THE ESSENCE OF ETIQUETTE. 21

‘“onc who listens with: interest to things he nows all about, when they
arc told by a person who knows nothing aboug¢ them.”

Thcy impress upon us to guard the feelmcrs ofothers, they wam us,
- to avoid the famlhanty that breeds contempt and, above all, the}f are
. contagious ! ~ ‘ cow '

There is much to be sald as to the true deﬁmtlon of those beautlfﬁl but

-*A lady is one “who, to inbred modesty and refinement, adds”a

scrupulous attention to the rights and feelings of, others, 'and applie”
~ the Golden Rule of domg as she would be done by, to all who are

. connected with her, both at home and in society.” :
~ Whilc a_gentleman has been described as : “ Whoever is true, loyal

_and candid ; whoever possesses’ a pieasing, affable, demeanor ; who
ever is honorabIe in himself and'in his judgment of others and requires
no law’but his word to make him. fulfil all engagements.” ‘ i
" Such men and such women are « ladies ” and “ gentlemen ” whether

they are found in the peasant $ hut or the pnnce s palace.

Rules of Etht(1ette. , f .

The following rules pubhshed some time ago as a recelpt for' that
: beauty of cxpression so much more lasting and attractive than-mgre

beaitty of feature, were writteri- ongnally for'the guidance of woman,
but they a¥e equally applicable to the needs of man.
"~ “1. Learn to govern yourself and to be gentle and patient. |

“2.. Guard your temper, especially in_ seasons of ill-health, irrita-
tlon ‘and trouble, and' soften ‘it by a sense of your own shortcomings

‘ " aud errors.

Y

“3. Never speak or act in anger

A“4 ‘Remember. that, ~aluable as is the glft of speech sdence is

oftén more valuable.

. .« 5. Do not expect too mich from others but forbear and . forglve
. - as you desire forbearance and forgiveness yourself : '

“6. Never retort a sharp or angry word. It is ‘the second word
that makes the“quarrel. wrhe B

B e . _ - - N e e i e
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22 THE ESSENCE OF ETIQUETTE.

“ 7‘ Bc.warc of the first dlsagrccmcnt
“ 8. Learn to spcak in a gentle tone of veice:™

tact, and sy mpathlze with thcm in all their troubles howcver small.

ot e e =
¥

< remgnokre g

o thc1s in the smallest degree
“ 12, Avoid moods, and pets, and fits of sullkmesb. '
g 3. Learn to. deny your.,clf and prefer| othcrs
N “14. Bewaré of meddlers. and tale-bcarcrs
b v - *15. Never ch(lr(m .a bad motive, if a good onc is conccivable.”

-

s s

Foe e Thcreforc. ‘
R o A sweet ‘attractive 'l\ind"of gracc,

- 'N\y “ .‘ y Al .assurance given by looks,
. R T R Confinual comfort in a face, \
The lmeaments of gospel -books.”’

'all good manners and the very Essence of all Ethuettc

-

g, Learn to say kind and pleasant things wher' opportumty oﬂ'crs
“ 10. Study the characters of those with whom you come in con-

“11. Do not negleéct llttl thmgs if - they cin affect the comfott of

" Courtesy, charity and love are one, and, when all good deeds ‘are
“done the warning comes: “If yec have not ch.m * all is naught.

Do ye all thmas courtcouslv foundmO' ‘precept and pract tice upon.
that old rule, the' Golden Rule, which is the Alpha and the Omega of

- .
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: prcsentatlon it is well that we understand how, when ‘an d where these

: ,banO‘ given ; “and since we are, or should be, in a measure, the

* for such is the selfishness and, shall it be said, ill-breeding of our

o

M"m - t‘ / b pa ¥ il b ¥ ‘ 3""“.{‘.‘

dreatis
ATl

Y NDISCRIMINATE introduc-
I tions are always in bad taste,

' yet, since the sweetest of our
friendships are want to rcach us -
through the medidm of a formal -

introductions should properly take place. : :
. As a rule, introductions, to be agreeablc, should’ be desired bcforc o

endorsers of those whom we present to our friends, a due degree of =~ . h
care should be exercised in so doing, leét inadvertently we force upon = - N
another what may prove an.undesirable acquaintance. o
-Introductions are given in cases of necessity, such as busmess trans-
actions, or emergencies that may arisc in.traveling, as when we wish
to consign some frlcnd to the care of another. They are given a}:w

: balls that partners may be found for all the dancers. "Here, however,

care must be taken beforehand to ascertain if the parties will dance,

society young men that not unfrequently they will walk away without
even offering the lady the courtesy of the next dance. In this way - w
her hostess unwittingly exposes her to a marked slight, since the ball-
foom introduction is supposed to mean ah intention on the part of the

.gentleman to show some attention to the lady, with whom he should

either dance, promenade, or talk through one set. : *
~.
. e -
ol
. : " o
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‘24 . INTRODUC. TIONS AND SALUTATIONS. -

Neither arc young ladics quite guiltless in this respect, since it -

‘often happens. that they rcfusc ‘partners from simple caprice, and no

gentlcman likes to be refused, even'for a quadrille. It may be added

‘that these introductions necessitatc no after- acknowledgments on
ceither side uniess mutually arrrgeablc

Introductions . are’ given at card partics when necessary to ﬁll out
tables for-a game, and - they occur also where one ‘person’ espec1a11y .

An English Cus,t:om. S v‘_;,;

Sfrangers are always introduced to visitors, and:at dinnerS; if pre- -

_Vio_usly unacquainted, the gentleman is intfoduced, a few minutes

beforchanid, to.the Jlady he is to take out to the table. In England,
however, where they exercisc great care in giving introductions, even

‘this formality is not always complied awith. Richard Grant Whitc

speaks of being informed at.the last moment, in s_'orﬁe house whose
owner boasted many titles, that he was -to take down “the lady in .
pink over therc in the bay window,” 'to whom, thercfore, he duly

went, and, bending an inviting clbow, said in his most persuasive

tones: “May I, have the plcasufc?’ The. proffered honor was
accepted, and he and the Iady, cach cqual‘y ignorant as to the other’s
identity, went -out to spend a loncr two hours in entcrtammg one -
another. : : - . :
The one redcemlmT feature of this’ hnfrhsh custom is that everyone;
at pnvatc entertainments, talks-to cveryone else without an introduc-
tion, considering that the fact of their being guests under.the same .

roof isa species of endorsement for all, and, better still; this soc1ab1hty -
~carries with it no after. obligations, because, since they are not mtro- '

duced, they are not acquainted. In this country, owing probably to
the unfortunate frequency of introductions among us, a certain chill

‘pervades the atmosphere when a portion of the guests aré unacquamted

with one another, for, as a rule, no one here attempts to converse with-

-out having been properly presented.

In rnetropohtan cu'cles however thls is not so rnuch the case, and

R




' INTRODUCTIONS AND SALUTATIONS. 25

as our country grows older it is to be hoped that ““a change will come -

" o'er-the spirit of our dream” in this respect, thus lesscning the present .-
' responsablhty of our hostesses, who, torn. between two opposing fac- - .
tions, fecl that « If I introduce Mrs. So-and-so to Mrs. Blank she will' .

never fOl"TlVC me, :and if I.do not- mtroduce Mrs. Blank to Mrs So-
and-so I shall have made a mortal enemy.”

_ Ata party given in behalf of a debutante she is to be mtroduced to
~every lady present, and every gcntlcman is to be presented to her.

.. In case there should be a distinguished guest present at any entertain-
“ment, all other guests must be made acquaint.ed'with the favored one.

You May Introduce Yourself

There are also times when it is emmently proper to introducc one's
self, such as when you find upon entering a drawing room that the
" hostess has: forgotten your name ; or if it should have been wrongly
~announced; or if you are an entire stranger to the hostess, it is not
- only proper, but imperative, to introduce yourself at once. ~ Then, too, 4
it occasxonally happens that- a gentleman, wishing to. render some

assistance to a lndy who is travclmv alone, prefers to-introduce” him-
sclf beforehand This, of course, leaves the lady perfectly free to
recognize him or not at any future time. Occasions such as'these are
- constantly arising , and tact and _judgment must be used to decide the
. questxon for one’s scif. : :

Watering-place introductioris are frequently given for the conve-

- nience and plcasurc of the time being. . They are usually made by.the
cldest - lady of “either party and further recog‘mtxon in the future is
optional.

" Do not mtroducc oeople in publxc placcs Do' niot, even if a friend
_should overtake you and walk by your side for sonfe distance, or
‘should meet and talk with you, introduce him to ‘another friend w1th.
- whom you are also walking. You may do it, however, in exceptlgal :
cases. Do not, as a rule, introduce two people who . are inhabitants
~of the same town ; it is to be supposed that they could have known
one .another had they cared so to do. . Still, it is well to exetcise
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' Judgment in this one particular, since what could bc ‘done unqucs-
tioned in a city parlor cannot always be accomphshed w1thout c‘ccmng

comment and ill-feeling in a country town.
‘Do not introduce gentlemen to ladies without first being surc that
the acquaintance will be agreeable to the lady,-since it is much more

- difficult for-a lady to shake off an undcsirable acquaintance than it is

for a gentlenfan.\: In the case of foreigners it is always well” to be
: careful before isroducing them to young ladies at their own request,
. since :t often - happens that foreign titles, found upon ‘this side the PO
. water ‘are extremely dubious. Herice onc is clearly Justxﬁed in refer-

ring them to her parents.or guardians for the rcquired favor.

A Custom Out of Date. .

Introductions at evening parties are, fortunatcly, very much out of
date, except it is for partncrs in danein ,or-unless there lshoul'd be 39 .
many strangcrs present as to threaten overwhelming the entire party
in speechless gloom. 'Occasionally in the country some old- fashxoncd

hosts persist in handing each newcomer around. the room like refresh- =

ments for an introduction to each one present "This custom puts the
later arrivals in the position, as some one says, “of making a semi-

<
~ circular bow like a concert singer . before an audlence and this, to

non- -professionals, is not a little embarrassing. : :
Tnmd -people, and people unaccustomed to the rules of social
etiquette, always feel a certain dread in going through the slight -

formality of an introduction.. Nothing, however, if one remembers a

few timely hmts can be’ sxmpler than this little ceremony so necessary

for each of us to perform many times in our intercourse with others.

Reeollect. always to introduce the gentléman to the lady, never the

treme age or the possession of great eminence in intellectual or artistic
life ; otherwise, the rule is inflexible save in introducing a youthful. -
““rosebud” formally to an elderly gentleman, in which case you would
present her to him. The chivalry of etiguette assumes that a man IS :
"~ always honored by presentztmn to a. lady

N

‘e

lady to the gentleman, except in the case of very ‘exalted rank, ex- . -
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In mtroducmg ladigs, present the younocr to thc elder, unless ift

casc of some marked exception ‘such as those given above. * .
“_ The simplest form in presenting one person to another is always the

- best. A wife presents her husband ag “ Mr. North,” * Coloncl North,”

or “Doctor North,” always giving him his- 'rightful titles. " The wife,

."of the President should introduce him as™« Thc Preﬁcknt ” whlle we '

should address him as ‘“ Mr. President.”, ~* Cs a
* In introducing a gentlcman to a lady one should say, Mrs A.
allow (or purmlt) me. to introduce (or present) Mr. B.; Mr. B., Mrs.
A, being surc that the names are distinetly pronounced If this

should not be the case, let the parties themselves ask it at once, a
simple I beg pardon, I did not undcrstand the ‘name,” saving much’

\/ B3

' futurc annoyancc i ' 8

S "Forms of Introduction.

=, e .
In introducing two ladies the same formula may’be used, as: “Mrs.
Y. allow me to introduce Mrs. Z.; Mts. Z., Mts. Y. Or one may

say: “Mrs. Y.; this is my frlend Mrs.- Z.; Mrs. Z., Mrs. Y.” A -
-~ still “further varlatlon is to say: “Mrs Y, I belleve you have never
et Mrs. Z.; Mrs. Z., Mrs. Y.” "In mtroducmfr two gentlemen any

of the above forms may be used. If the introduction is given simply
for business purposes it should be short and concise, as: Mr. A.-, Mr.
B.; Mr. B, Mr. A. e

In mtroducmg a Stranger it wrll always be well to make some little~

explanatery remark that may be ‘used as a stepping-stone toward be-
ginning a conversation, thus: “Miss S.; allow me to present Mr. T,
who is just back from Africa,” or, MISS E., this is my friend Mr. F.,
the composer of that little song you sang _]ust now”r Any remark

"hke this always serves to make the opening of the conversation easier.
An introduction . received, or solicited, SImply for your own conve--

nience, as a business recommendation, or-otherwise, entltles you to no

_ after benefits, or social recognition: .
- Where "there .are several waltmg for an mtroductxon to the same

individual, name the latter first, then in succession name the others,

-

B .
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28 - INTRODUCTIONS AND SALUTATIONS.
bowmg elmhtl;, as cach namc is pronounced in the direction of the
onc named. Thus: “Colonel Parker, allow me to prcsent to you
Mrs. Roc, Miss Dog, and Doctor Brown,” bcing sure always to give
cvery one their full honorary title in"'making the introduction. =
_In introducing relatives be very sure to give their full name. A :
sister, for instance, should be mtroduced as, “My siét ter, Miss Roe ;
of, “Miss Mary Roe,” or, “My sister, Mrs. Doc{” as the case may
b Mr!tmls.lmT sure always ncvm‘/ to say “My sister Mary,” “My-
tli\er Joe,” thereby avmg the stranger ,1gnorant as to name' or
statc '
. A mothcr is always at liberty to” introduce her son- or daughter; a .
"o husband ;s supposed always to introduce hlS vufe and a w1fe her
nusband o :

.
~

¥/ - ®What Should Follow the Introduction.

andshal\mcr rarcly occurs and a gentleman 1ntroduccd to a .
A Lxdy never offers his hand unless she should first extend her own.

K\ Thg i clmatxon on the part ‘of the lady is “slight, that of the gentlec-

. ' man d eper.”. "The. custom of a courtesy by the lady has scarcely
< taked root in this country.

,i A o§tess receiving ‘in her own parlors is at liberty, if she should

entleman upon bemo‘ mtroduced toa lady usually suggests that
“Happy to make her acquamtance or, “ Dehghted to make

boW repeatmor her name. A lady, upon 1ntroductlon to-a crentleman )
sxmply ‘bows, possibly répeating his name, but never is*« happy or -
«delighted” to make his acquaintance.” The pleasure is supposed to

be upon his part, the cotidescension ﬁpon her side. She should, how- - .,
ever, upon his expression of pleaZure bow, with a slight smile, ora " .-

. ,murmured “Thank you,” in retur though, a married lady, especially
"if-she be d-little the elder may cordially say she is “glad to get/

b | - s . /
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o

It is the place of a centleman after an Il’ltl’O(luCthﬂ' fo a lady, to
“mezke some remark calculated to sct the conwrsatloml ball rolling,
and she should cndeavor to supplcmu)t/h”s cfforts sufficiently to keep
bup the conversation.  If, however; the gentleman be younger than the
lady and somcwhat embarrassed, she should - show sufficient tact to
- open the convérsation herself. , If the introduction -is between two
ladies, the one who is introduced should make the first remark.
Letters of Introduction are fully commented upon and e\(plamed in
this volume in the Department on Correspondence where th oropcr
forms for such letters are given, .
All intreductions, however annoymg, should be réceive
and acknowledged fully while under the rO(;:xl}:Mﬁcy are "given,
though, an hout" after, the two.might pass ope-dnother- in speechless

“silence. This is for the hostess’ szimso great is this solicitude

- on the part of the well-bred mortal encmies have met and smiled

across the . nmhocrany of a mutudl friend, thus preventing the uttu‘
chagrin of a hostess who dlscovus by frowning fices and avgrted
gaze, that her carefully (lrranced dmmr is a medl f-xlure

A LadyS/Wlshes Should be Respected

Gentlemen rarely ask for mtrocluctlom to one another, but, Shouldx e

a lady, for any cause, ¢xpress a desire to present t\\o men ~of her ‘
acquamtance to one another, they must, even if not mxlous for the
- honor, acquiesce mstantly in her request. -~ i

-~ An introduction. given between two-visitors. callmcr at-the same
house need not cai’ry with it any-Wweight.unless both parties so desire.

At. the time, a bow is thc/ ost that is demanded ; aftcrward, it is the |

individual havmcr/the most social prestlae or, if therc is no difference |
in standmg“ the one havmcr most confidence, to whom tl’llS privilege is

acquaintance with a person thus introduced. cannot m ‘the Jeast i mjure
-"the social position of an md1v1dual

‘An introduction given-.on the street needs fo after recognition. . ‘At
the t.lme a gentleman sxmply hfts his hat, a’ lady bows, and that is all

0

el of acknowledormg or ignoring the introduction. A bowing
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" After any introduction (except the one just mentnoned) never give

~ the cut direct save for very good cause. It is too often an uncalled-

. for insult.

SALUTATIONS

The style of ‘salutation differs amonfr nations, but there have been _

o . ‘none yet discovered so-low in the social scale as to be- entirely des-

' - titute of some sign for expressions of resp ct or fear between man
and man. ¢ Fear is, perhaps,: the origin of respect, for eVery form of
salutation’ among us to-day- may be traced .back to a source that

, plainly affirms it to be the survival of some attitude of deference from

e the conquered to- the conqueror or some habit of ' adoratlon of an

et _unscen Power. S : S ;

In our own customs .of salutation we bare the head in token of

" respect, never thinking that in the olden time it was an act of adora-
tion' practiced before gods: and rulers.  Our formal bow is simply the

- modification of a servile prostration, and the graceful bow of a lady of -
society is but the last remaining trace of a genuflection. © When we

sttt 2o B

rise and stand as our friends enter, or leave, our reception-room, it is
an act of respect, it- was once: an act of homage. The throwing of a
kiss is an imitation of an act of worship that devout Romans practiced -
i . before their gods, and the wave of the hand to a friend across the
- streetisa modlﬁcatlon of the same c._<t0m
L -~ The removal of a centleman s glove in shaking hands with a lad)
s the relic of a habit .based on nccess;ty, and dating - back to a day
" when_the knight of old removed his iron gauntlet,.lest he crush the
‘ "maiden’s hand within its grasp. The removal of the glove was prac-"
© ' -ticed between mien also at a later date, when, too often beneath the
heavily embroidered. gauntlet, lurked the assassin’s dagger, so that to
© - unglove before a hand-clasp grew to be considered an act of cood
5. faith. o , ~
' : The bow the hand clasp, and the kiss are the prmcxpdl methods" of
- - salutation employed by the most. hlcrhly civilized nations of this era
4 of the world. : .
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“The bow is the most proper salutation among - friends and acquaint-
- ances meeting in pubhc It is also frequen.tly' _resorted to cn private
occasions. .

head, and the bow, in the reception-room, should slightly ‘incline the

upon their fnends pleasantly, but not broadly..

Loa.

Removmg the Hat. .

A gentleman should remove his hat from - his head with the hand
farthest from the person saluted. Thig turns the har from instead of
towards them. If you see that the person saluted is going to stop
to shake hands, ‘use the left in order to leave the right free.

"should be offered immediately), shouId do so courteously, lifting hic

nately, is much more frequently observed on the Contigent- of Europe
than in England or America..

cortidors, ‘should _Jjift their hats, whether acquamted or not. The
same cox}rtesy should be observed on entering an elevator where there
‘are one or.more ladies, or in openmo a door for a lady and giving
- her precedence in entering.. )

All these observances sho'ht as they are, mark the thoroucrh crentle~
man who respects ‘all women, whether ¢ or not there has been a formal
 presentation between them, s '

<

gentleman will do so with a slight bow.' Such a- kindness should

courtesy on the part of men as a matter of course,/deservmd no thanks
at their hands; or to look upon its omission as. an infringement of

.

“The bow shouId never degenerate into a nod; this is both ungracious
and ungentlemanly.> The hat should be lifted sufficiently to clear the

body also. "Ladies should incline their heads gracefully and smnie

- A gentleman, in giving assistance to a lady in any dxFﬁculty (whlch '

i hat and requesting the pleasure of assisting her. . This rule, unfortu-A_

Gentlemen meeting ~anl passing - ladies on hotel stairs; or in thc »

In giving- up a seat to a lady in"a street car, or a crowded room, a-

always be acknowledged by the lady with a bow and a polite “ Thank . -
| you.” " American women are too prone to. take this altogether optional

theu' rights, No true lady will ever fail to ackn{owledge such:cour-
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. tesies. - Any aid given, or 1nformat10n furnished, should also call forth
* they. may meet.to whom she exténds the same courtesy, even should

“meet a lady with whom one is acquainted and the other not, both

- the same moment. » A
’gentlcman also a friend of the lady, should meet or overtake the
‘couple, a bow and smile and a word of greeting are all that can be

- look, endeavor to retain him at her side, she also sins against that

'Aconventlonal code which argues that by her own consent she- haq'i

her for a few steps, the gentleman, at her departure should lift his hat §

-whereupon the gentleman must. instantly take his leave. If she _f

e L. K ala

©

her thanks . :
A gcntleman walkmc with a lady will salute with a, bow any p

the party be quite unknown to him. . : : :
“Where two gentlemen are walking tocether and they chance to

should bow, the one ‘because of hlS acquamtance and the other out” '§
of respect. .
: _ The Prlvxlege of Recogmtlon.

"~ A gentleman should usually wait for.a lady to recognize iim first
on the street. This privilege of recognition is her prerocratlve
Especially is this the case if he is. sxmply the acquaintance of a
single evaning’s entertainment.  Acquaintances of long standing,

however, do not wait for such formalities, usually speakmtr at about‘

When a gentleman and ladv are walkmd torrether and another

permitted the newcomer, when he should at once pass on. By doing
othcavise he affronts the lady’s escort, and should she, by word or

granted her company, for the time being, to her first escort. 2

As before said, introductions are not to be, given in publi¢ places '
but should it happen ‘hat a lady walking .with a gentleman meet
another lady, and either pause for a few words, or else walk on beside 3

politely in farewell.

 If a geritleman should stop a lady on the street for conversation,
and she sheuld be desirous of dlscontmumg it, she should Low shcrhtl), 3

should walk on without breakmg up the conversatlon he is bound '
to accompany her. §



to.converse with a lady on the strect, should, instcad of stopping her,

1;6u1 Ry 4' _she may be going: When the convcrsatxon is finished, he should lift
§  his hat, bow, wish her “ Good morning”* or * Good afternoon,” as the
~'- case may be, and retrace his footsteps in the direction in which he was
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Absolute good form however, demands tlnt a crcntlcmzm wmhmrr .

turn aﬂd walk with her ‘for a short distance in the direction in which -

“both previously going. : : '
cout X Young ladies show thc same dcfcrcncc in avvaltlmT a bow from a
'~ woman much their scnior that a rrentlcmm does towards a lady.

, A gentleman in bowing to a hdy, if he should be smoking, removes
lﬁ rst - his cigar- from his lips; and if, alas! his hand or hands should bein -
ative hxs pockets wnthdraws them m)me.dmtcl y.

O.f a Returnmg Salutations. -

o

1:\;2;; - A lady’s- bow should always be returncd by a Gentleman;. if he
o should be determined not to, recognize her he should take the pains of
otf\er crossig the street or in some other manner avoiding the mcctm(r
e the Bows from persons not recognized at the moment should be returned,
aﬁ be as it may be some one, not recalled at the moment, yet who has a
doing claim upon your politeness. :

rd or If the same friend is met’ several times in the course of a “alk or
) that drive, the first bow is all that is required, a smile, or a o’lance answer-
~has M Ing all purposes of recognition at after. meetings. -~ -

- A gentleman lifts his hat on passing ‘a funeral procession or a group

I cés. of mourners;.he removes .it- entirely on' entering a- church, and he -
meet should remove it .on entering a private offi¢e ; he should remain un-
seside covered while: tall\mg to a lady. at a “door, unIese after the kindly -
s hat custom of French ladies, she should request him to replace his hat,on

: account of wind or. weather' in short, he should be with uncovered
ation, head much more than American men are apt to be.

zhtly, Gentlemen, who are acquainted, should lift their hats sho'htly upon

* she meetmg one another, but should never fail tq do so should éither one

vound be wakmg with a lady. Under such circumstances a simple’ nod

would be a shght towards her. = .-
8 - : Lo R "."
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P -+ A recoghition, by bow or smile, is not requircd from opposite sides

P - of the street, or across hotel dining rooms.  Gentlemen riding or
dnvmg, and having both hands occupied, are not compelled to hft the- ;

.- hat on bowing.

! ~ If saluted by an inferior, do not fail to return the courtesy in kind,

: emembermg Henry Clay, who, when -asked ‘why he’ lifted his hat to

R an old colored ran who had’ paid. him the same deference, rephed «f

S : - never aIIOV\ a negro to outdo. me in’ polgeeness sir. o

»

Shakmg Hands. , ’

! ' . Gentlemcn as a rule, shake’ hands upon bemO' mtroduced to one .
5 another. - The lady of a ‘house usually shakés hands with all guests
; ~ whom she receives in her house for the first time, Gentlemen do not,
however, offer to shake hands with ‘the hostess, ‘}eavmd it to her ta
put the stamp of cordiality upon the écremony of. introduction, or ta
s1mp‘y pass it with courtesy. - : :
If a lady ewctends her hand to a g«.ntleman he does not, as of old,
remove his glove, nor ‘docs he make use of the out-of-date formula,
‘“Excuse my glovc At his dcparture the lady bows her adieu, but
does not again c\tul 1 hcr“h and. S
The hand-clasp-is a cordial expr LbSlOIl of - wood will, but there are
decrrees of cordlaht) to be ‘obscrved in the performance of Jns cere-
.mony.: fvcry onc knows, and shudders at, the wornan who gives
“ two, or at most, three fingers of a cold and lifeless hand for a moment
. into your keeping, and cvery oné recognizes and fears the man whe
swallows up and crushes the entire hand mthm hlS powerful grasp
Lach extreme is to be avoided. x o
A lady should give her whole ha.nd not her fingers; a gentlem
should receive it cordially, holding it neither too tlcrhtly nor' toaq
~ loosely, ‘shaking it very slightly and not presuming to retain it
Should a gentleman sin against any of these partlculars, a lady is
]ustlﬁed in refusing to offer her hand fiext time. S
A young lady 51mp1y gives her hand to a gentleman, neither press-
mg ‘nor .haktng his, unless it be i in the case of espeaal friends. Two
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. "lri‘dics shake hands quietly. ‘Both ladics and ge’ntlcmen‘ always risc to .
~shake hands. Elderly people, or- 1.1v(1hds,_4m_ pcrmxtt:cd to cxcuse ;

themselves and kecp their scats.

Ball-room - introductions for. dancing do not nu:'essiiaite hand- :
~ shaking,a bow being all that is rcqum_d A very particular intro-

duction, wherever - given, such as one prcfaccd by some remark like,
I want you to know my friend So-and-So,” merits a han(l-sh‘d\e on
ynur part, together with some cordial remark. ,

Inferiors in socnal position should . always wmt until: their eupcrlors

offer the Kand, never taking the initiative in’ this respect. - This precau-

tlon will sometlmes save them the pam of a marked shrrht

: Words of Salutatxon_.

" Verbal "orr‘eetinds: ought dlways to be , quiet and‘respec”tful' they

~ should never - ‘be shouted across strcets, nor called when the parties
“are at any distance from each other. Nicknames should not be used
~publicly and. promxscuously, in short, all- possible respect should be
‘paid to the feelings of other persons on public occasions. '

The phrases, “Good morning,”’ “Good evening,” “ Good after-

noon,” “How' do you do?” “How are you?” are the¢ usual fofns
‘employed. ‘Sometimes the name of the person addressed is addﬁd

thus : “Good morning, Mrs. Smith.” ) .
~ Replies to these salutations are sometlmes 51mplya bow from a

1§Ldy toa gentleman,dor perhaps a bow and a repetition. of his greet- -

ing, as: “Good mor\ninrr Mr. Jones.” “How do you do,” should

he rephed to by the sime: phrase never, as is often the case with the -

. novice"in' social arts, by: “I am 'very well, thank you.”. A special
- inquiry. after one’s health, however, as: “How do you do, Mrs.
]onesP" followed after her . acknowledgment, by: “How are you?"
or, “How- is your health?” should receive the response, *I am very
“well, thank you.” After'an acquaintance has been ill, the first inquiry
 by-a friend should. be one concerning health. This' is a rule that
‘should never be neglected : to do so would be an over51ght '
Klssmg is a custom whxch the code of Enghsh and ' Amencan ety
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4 quette relegates as much as posslbh. to the privacy of home, A kiss,
- the outward expression of our closcst affection and our warmest love,
should never be made a public show whereat the outside- world may
smile.  Hence, the cffusive kissing between (ruls and women at their
meeting and their. partmg, is to be rc"rgttcd as a spgcungn to say the

Jcast, of very batl -taste on.thcir part. - Indxscnmmate kissing of

_.:\.~-- = children hngl infants is also objectionable on the score of . health.
PR Happily, kisscs and * embraces among men are never seen in this
¥ country, though, in somc parts of K carope they: are constantly to be ”
: obscrved, both in public and, private.
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ALK often
says Lord
. Chesterfield,

_ caseif youdonotplease, -
; , at least you are surc not
T - I “to tirc yourhearers. Pay
your own rcckoning, but do not trcat the entire company: this being
one of the very few cascs in whicli- people do not carc to be tr(,atcd
cvery one being fully @qnccd that. he has the wherewithal to pay.”

* All other arts pale before the art of conversation. as a source of *
popularity, and no other accomplishment tends so much toward social
success. The contact of many minds is a constant stlmulus to mental
activity and its outward expression in animated conversation. It lends
new _power to brilliancy of talent, and’ quxckens to a certam extent,
even then the lowest and dullest.of intellects.

Everyone ﬂlas been surprised and delighted at- txmes by some -
unexpected]y bnlhzmt remark that has” flashed- from his hps durmg -

' the course of some anffnated cxchange of baclmacre and repartec, and
there is no one but realizes how the mind acquxres breadth and the
opinions grow tolerant as one converses with persons of mtelhgence
and culture. - . -

Since, however, a.ccordmrr to Clccro “Silence is one of the greatest’ '~

¥but nevcrlong ;in that .

-

arts of conversation,” there may be added, with cqual wisdom, to the -

above ‘counsel, « Listen often and well.” Be not an 1mpat1ent hstener
nor yet.an impassive one, but pay the comphment of attention and

‘interest to the subject in hand and your company w111 be sought as

an acqulsxtxon

. . K 37
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38 " ART OF CONVERS'\TION
_ Any lady, by pr&'ound attention to and_a plcascd intercst in the,
N o subjcct under consideration, may promotg the ‘convcrsation most
| ~ skillfully and delightfully. Knowledge of the subject is not always
necessary. - An English savant, decply interested in If,gyptolo<ry, once
Lscortcd a young lady out to dinner. - His conversation, as a matter .
of course, turncd entircly upon cxcavations, hicroglyphics, and kindred
topics. . Upon all thgsc the young' lady was profoundly ignorant, but,
if unversed in Egyptian lorc, she was most thoroughly versed in con-
versational art§and, by her speaking. glances of intelligence and her
‘pleased smile, so fascinated the man of science that he enthusiastically
declared afterward that ¢ Miss L was on¢ of the best conversa.
: " tionalists and the most intelligent young lady he had cver met, and
. that her knowledge of Egyptology was something wonderful.”” ~ This,
" to onc who had -sat opposite them at table, and' could have vouched.
that the lady in question had not spoken a single word thloufrh the -
entire dinncr, was slightly amusing.. So strong, however, was the
impression left upon’ the mind of the savant by her interested attention,
that it would have been difficult to convince him of the fact.

174

The Good Listener.
This, even if an cXception, shows what attentive 51istcnir‘1g maﬁf
accomplish toward social.success. Let it be mentioned here, how- °
ger, that no one individual should be SO carried away by a pct hobby
as to force conversation into a monologuc. A very well-bred man,
“no matter how great his interest in ‘or cloquence upon any ‘topic ‘may
» be, always catches at the slightest hint to close the conversation.
-~ - A man will always bear in mind that the greatest compliment he
' . can pay a woman is a respectful, deferential attention to her words,”
_ There are men whose very manner of listening conveys, m itself, the
o most delicate ﬂattery : .
' ~'A womnian, it -her turn, should always remember ‘that, however
interesting her conversation may be, there is always danger that a
i man may possibly weary of its protracted continuance, and so she.
"% - should forebear leaving him no-loophole for escape. Louise Chandler
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Moulton en‘jéi;“s one thing on worhcn which they would do well to
recollect; and that is, “if they want a man to stay with them to make
it cvxdmtly and entirely easy for- him to get away.- There is some-
thmu lawless and rebellious in cven the best of men; they hate doing

-thuws because they arc obliged.”

Sultable TOplCS.

To render conversation agreeable, suitable topics for the comp my‘ .

“present, if possible, must be chosén.  Neither soar above the level of

their conversation, nor sink so far bericath it, as to lcad‘thcm to infer.
that you possess a very slight opinion of their merits. ,
In conversing, too many educated men fall into the error of talkmo"
commonplaces to all women alike, as if ““small talk,” to the e_xc.luslon'
of all weightier matters, were the only species of conversation suited
to a woman's ear. On the céntrary, she is more often c¢ither hurt or’

_angered at your evident condescension, or, on the other hand, she -

credits you with just the amount of knowledge that you have evinced
in your conversation with' her. . ,
In the scarch after suitable toptcs it is well to’ rcmc.mbu that all are
pleased by a dxsplay of interest in their espccial- affairs. Thus, by
leading th artist to talk of his pictures, the lady amateur of her music,
the printg -donna of her successes, the mother of her children, the
author of ais book, you may rcst_assurgd that they will always speak
of you as a person of great. discrimination and-a very interesting con-’
versation ist.  They in their turn, unless extremcly devoid of tact énd '
eminent] y selﬁsh will display: sufficient regard for your fc dlnfrs to give
an oppertunity for waxing eloquent on your part over y' ' 'n pet

- topics. Be very careful then not to fall into that besattmgn&ult of
: good t:dkers, a monologue, which is fatal to ‘all conversation.

‘Richard Steele gave a most desirable maxim for conversation when ‘
he said: “I would establxsh one.great rule in conversation, which is

* this, that men should nat talk to please themselves, but those that

hear them—adaptmcr their words to the place where, the time when,
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40 °  °  ART OF CONVERSATION.
Misuse of Quotations.

Do not use ¢lassical quotations before a woman unless you know

.that, by virtue of a classical education on her own part, she is.capable

of appreciating the point. ~Remember, too, that”there are a great

"many men who, not having cnjoyed your educational advantages are”

armoyed rather than edified by your display,of learning.-

Do not make a pomt of exhibiting. your learning aggressively any-
“where. “Classical qu’ota'ti'onl is the literary man’s parole.the world - .
-over,” says Dr. Samuel. Johnson, but he savored somewhat of the .

pedant, and his imitators, by too frequent an indulgence in this habit,
may run the risk of aping his pedantry without ‘possessing his genius.
Neither-is it well to interlard conversation with too frequent quotations
from I“nﬂmh authors, no matter how well they may fit the occasion.
Tl’ns is a habit that edsnly bccomes tiresome. ™ *

. .~ - «Small Talk”

The current change of sqciety.is the light coin of * small talk” that

breaks with chink and shimmer the heavy bills of large denomination,
that else would overwhelm social conversation with their size.

Wiseacres may meet and learnedly discourse on all manner of sage
subJects but that is discussion; debate, argument, what you will, not
-conversaton. Conversatton is light, brilliant, and tossed back “and
-forth from one to another w1th the grace and ease of thé feathered
shuttlecock : -

A lady of high literary attamments was seen in a cray gathermO' sit-
ting quietly by herseIf in a corner, and, being - questioned by a friend

- as to her silence, replied, half bitterly, «“ I have no ‘small change,’ and . -

my bank bills are all of too lércre denomination for the occasion.”

This is a difficulty that one should strive to, overcome, for, after all,’

it is small ch 0re, rather than bank bllls that soc1ety in general

requlres

. Given the for ndation of even-a moderate educatlon the asplrant for
so,»lal _Success will ’_gam .more ideas from modern fiction than from any- ’
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. entertainment, anything, in short, that is generally popular. Be careful,
’ howcvgr in broachmO' such subjects not to egotistically give your own_- 1
) y give y :§>\
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other source whatever. - No historian présents the social manners and
customs of his tlme with half the accuracy displayed by our best
fiction writers. A well-known society woman, familiar with its usages
both at home and abroad, declares that ““a course of Anthony Trol-
lope is as good as a London season,” and we all- know that Howells ‘

- . and James and other authors of that ilk have lifted the portierés of our

own drawing rooms and. shown us what is transpiring therein. Gail -

Hamilton says “hat -to ‘be * well-smattered " 'is next best to being
_deeply learned  and nowhere can a smattermg of almost everything be

better gained than from the modern works of fiction:. T

— A Vaiuable Source of Knowledge.

. L <riend of the, ertCl‘ a talented clocutlomst and socmlly bnlhant _
once said with reference to- her quiet country home and her sudden
emergence therefrom to mingle in Washington socicty, that she found

- herself perfectly at casc in those circles so widely different from her
previous :experience of life, and that “she attributed it wholly to her
knowledge of social customs and the social atmosphere, as gained
from the. best society stories.” .| It was in this manner that she served -
her social novitiate and the result bore testimony to its efficacy.

- Where one is not quite sure of rising to the occasion-it is well to'be

* provided, before attending a social gathering, with several topics that
will be suitable to bring forward in conversation. Many aré..m the

habit of doing this constantly. . Some new.book, one that creatgd 2_

little sensation, some course of lectures some late theatrical. or opergtlc”i

opinion at the outset by saying decidedly, “I think that ‘book is"%
perfect failure, qu1te absurd in fact. What is your opinion?” ThlS
course of action, if your-. companion is younger or ‘more timid than’
. you;self will probably reduce him to the point of having no opihion
whatever, or at least to being afraid to express it, and the conversa- ;- ,
' tion, as such, will fail completely. Whereas, if you had quietly asked |
.um if he had read the book, how he enjoyed it, etc., you would have

‘4
Sy



|

a2 . ART-OF CONVERSATION.

gradually entercd upon a conversation wherein you would have drawn
out his ideas and at the same time have been enabled to display your
own. . S ‘ :

Cultlvate Your Mmd

One of the. first requisites of social success is-a cultivated mind.’
You cannot hope to hold your own in society without at least a -
general knowledge of the events of the last few years in historical,
scientific, artistic and ‘social fields. Such knowledge is casily gained
by a little study and- a-great deal of observation, the pains-taken
being more .than recompensed by the ease and assurance with which
one enters society. '

’

If a musican or an’ “artist, you should be sure to know somethmcr of

. your chosen art aside from the mere technicalitiés”Be well versed in
* the various schools of painting, the varied merits of the musical mas-

ters of the past and present. * Be filled with the spirit as well as the

_ technique of your profession and you wannot fail to converse pleas-

antly upon these subjects.. Alway\ r‘cmembcr however, not to
advancc your opinions. to the uttes /exclusion- of every onc else, or
your companionship will becomc‘tiré“some to t}}"e’ best of listeners.

-

“ Drawmg Out Others

The very essence of the art of conversatlon is to draw others out ;
and cause them to shine ; to Be more anxious, apparently, to, dxscovcr
other people’s opinions than to advance your own. i

Who does not remember gratefully and admiringly the sympathetlc
people who seem to draw out the very- best there is in us—in whose
company we appear almost brilliant, and actually surprise ourselves

_ by the fluency and point of our remarks? Such people are a boon

to society. No one sits dull and silent in their presence, or says
unpleasant sarcastic things before them, and, while never ‘seeming to
advance any, views of their own, and certainly never forcing them
upon. our attention, we involuntarily learn of them and love them
scarcely knowing why. : '

~ .
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Malcbranche showed his knowledge of human naturc when he
wrotc: ‘“ He who has 1mparted to others his knowledge withoutzawy =
onc perceiving it and without drawing from it any advantagc, ncces-
" sarily gains all hearts by his virtuous liberality. Those who would.
be loved, and who have much wit, should thus impart it to others.

THe Passion for Argument.

Never. permit ‘yourself to be drawn into an argument in . gcneral
socicty.. Nothing can be morc provocative of anger on one side or
another, or more destructive to, convcrsation, than a lengthy and, too
-often, bitter argument. Good breeding would suggest that the sub-.
ject be changed: at once bcforc the controversy becomes heated.
Especially- should any debate upon politics or rellglon be avoided as.
subjects upon which two scldom agree, but which arc so close to the -
hearts of the' majority. as to causc senous annoyance if their pet
~beliefs arc touched upon. or questioned. Be carcful also, not to"take
the opposite snde of every question that is brouo'ht up in conversation.

Wxt and Humor.

S}dmy Smxth once said: “ ““Man could direct his ways by plam
" rcason and support his lifc on’tasteless food; but God has given us ‘

wit and flavor, and laughter ‘and perfumcs to cnliven. the days of '
man’s pilgrimage, and to charm This-pained footsteps over the burning -
marl.” - And Sidney Smith was so much the-life and soul of cvery .
social- éjthermrr that, while the hn(rhsh lanauacre is spokcn his witty.
remarks/ will be, quoted with delight. - :
- Wit, however is. too often but another name for sarcasmﬂand
fidicule, that Tike a barbed arrow, rankles long in the soul of its -
victim.  True hymor, it should be remembered, is neither scathing
nor'insolent ; it is simply that bright repartee that someone aptly calls
the « spice of coriversation Hence it would be well to smother the
temptatlon to be w1tty at the expense of another, and crush back the
brilliant but - atting retort meant only to ‘wound, not to amuse,
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Evil Speal:ing.

Beware of evil speaking. In the eyes of all right-minded persons
o much that you have said recoils upon your own head, for no one has
b quite the same opinion of an individual after having listened to a series
: | of scandalous stories from his lips: Hence, for your own sake, as well

.as for that of others, eschew - the Vlce of ev11 speakmg as a very

‘ ;pestllence : SN ’

v Let young ladies have a care . how they speak- hghtly or contemp-

/ " tuously of one another at any time, but more especially when convers-
ing with men. Nothing, as a rule, is more prejudicial to a woman, in =

the estimation of a man, than this all-too-prevalent habit. No matter

- what ‘the faults of your sister-woman may be, condone them gently,

| or, if. this be 1mposs,1ble let a silence” that is golden fall -about the

[ -subject o , :

Unbhesitatingly acl\nowledde a woman’s beauty . or talent, and

instead of detractmg frory your own merits, it will -enhance them

in the ‘eyes of all. A joung man was once. heard by the writer

counselling . his “sister_from the depths of his own experience as a

social favorite. . ¢ Never,” said he, “say one word agaihst a girl to

~any young man. It only puts you down in their- estlmatxon Say
something pretty and complimentary about them if you ‘cafi'; if not,

- keep still.” © And his advice was ‘words ﬁtly spoken, that are, mdeed
<« like apples of gold in pictures of sﬂver

o

e S ' “Tellmg Stories.”

Storxes should never be introduced into general conversatlon unless ! .
~ they meet several requirements. In the-first place they should be
short and well told. Secondly, they should ‘be new to . the company
where they are told. Nothing is more _tiresome than listening to a :
twice-told tale, though the height' of good breedlng is to smlle overits
tediousness. =
One way to avoid 1nﬂ1ctmg thlS martyrdom 1s to ask beforehand if

any one present has heard such and such a story. Then, in the third
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- Tplace, it must be straight to the point, and directly called for as an-
illustration of the case in hand. : :

Do not tell more than two or thre(_e‘ stories or anecdotes in the same
evening. Never be guilty of relating in company a narreiﬁ?e that is
in the least questionable in its import. This is utterly inexcusable,
and, to so sin, is to render one’s self unfit for social cdmpani_éhShip.
Avoid repetition. If some . portion of an anecdote has met with
applause, do not repeat it. Its unexpectedness was its only: charm.

: . . i -
RN Absent-Mindedness. ‘ _

This is' a sin against good‘mahh'ers which cannot be too greatly.
condemned, being, as it is, in some measure an insult to the company
in which you find yourself. No one cares to be of so little importance
as to ﬁnd the person addressed totally oblivious of his presence .Or ’
- remarks, and no one can blame him if, as Chesterfield suggests,
-~ “finding - you absent .in ‘mind, you should speedlly find ‘them absent'
in body.” : ’

Profuse C‘ompliments. o :

To be’ endurable, compliments should .be/ made use of in a. very
cautious and artful manrer. If permitted to” degenerate into gross
flattery, they are far from complimentary to the understanding of the
_individual addressed. The day, happily, is long since past when con-
© versation between men and women was ‘confined to unmixed flattery -
on the one side and blushing acceptance on the other. That “the
best flattery is that which comes at second hand,” no one can de.y,
yet, JudlClOUS praise -is not only acceptable ‘but useful many times in
giving the needed incentive, wnthout which the ﬂag mg footsteps
mlcrht have faltered on thelr way. s o

Contradxctlons and Inter_,ectxons

Never be guilty of abrupt contradictions. If you diﬂ'ef.‘decidealy g
+ from some given opinion, soften ‘the expression of your difference by
such modlﬁcatlons as, “I hardly thmk so,” or, “My idea is rather

@



L e ART OF CONVERSATION.

" different,” or, “1 bec to_differ.” This is much more pohte and less
likely to arouse antagonistic fu,lmovs

= - In conversation never allow yourselt' to fall into the habit of using

' _ constantly such phrases as “You don’t say!” “ Do tell!” “Did you

_ ever?” “Is that so?” and many others that will come to mind as you

& recall your own faults in this respect, and the faults of your friends, = .

" An equal avoidance should be cultivated of. such interjections as

“Say,” “Well,” etc., with which-we often begin our sentences. “These

& ~+ habits are all to’be condemned and should be corrected as speedily ‘as
. p0551ble. S A S

. ST
» ’ Voice and Manner.

* Let yout “ice be low and pleasantly modulated and your enuncia-
tion clear, distinct and musical. All these things are marks of good -
_breeding, and, if not yours by birthright, may be acquired by patience
and perseverance. Avoid “high tones-and nasal tones.® Do not: talk-
rapidly, or -in a hesitating, stumbling fashion. A partial course in
elocution and voice training will work wonders “in- this direction, ~nd
any one determmed to succeed w1ll never regret the time_or money so
spent.- . ' -
Cultivate also, if shy ahd tlmld by nature self esteem sufficient tg
imagine that you are quite the equal of those with whom you are
about to meet. ~ This resolution will enable you to say what you wish
without fear of mistake, and without showing too much respect of .
persons. The above- mentioned elocutionary lessons«wrll also be an
;id toward. acqumng self-possession. -

Repose of manner should be- 3551duously cultlvated Do not ﬁdcet'
or loll about in your chair, or.twist your fingers constantly, or play
with something while you talk, or restlessly beat a tattoo with fingers
or feet. “All such faults render your comp:v’uonshlp a burden to those
_ about you.

Indulore in no facml contortions, as they rapidly become hablts drfﬁ-
cult to break and . usually' leave their traces on the face in lines
lmposmble to efface. LlftmO' the .eyebrows, rollmg the eyes, opening

“
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. them very wndely, twisting the mouth and opening it so as-to- show

the torigue in talking, are ah\dlsagreeable habits, that, once acquired,.
can ‘only bc broken by ceaseless vigilance. Practice talking without

. moving the facial muscles but slightly. Do this before your mirror

daily, if n'e(:essary; and before the same faithful mentor learn to open
the eyes less widely, parting the lids only just so far as to show the
colored iris without a glimpse of the whitc portion, or cornea, of the _

eye above or below it. The time thus spent will result ina change‘
- most gratlfymcr to yourself and friends.

- Conversational Sins.

Never. interrupt a persdn who is talking. Never take the words

_ _out of anyone’s mouth and finish the sentence for them.  To do this

is ill-bred and does not bespeak your superior dxscemment but. your

lvnorance of pohte society. - T

Puns; unless exceptxonally witty, are to be carefully avoxded
Young ladies, especially, should beware of establishing any reputatlon

" for punning. . At all events, puns should never be far-fetched.

Do not whisper in company ; nothing can bé more vulgar. Neither

“snould two in a gathering converse toorether in a foreign lancruacre not

understood by the others present, or talk blindly in a manner unintelli- - ‘
gible only to themselves. Should, however, a distinguished foreigner to
whom the language is almost unknown be among the guests, it isa mark

of courtesy for as many "as possible to converse in hlS native tonoue

‘Do not immediately break off the conversatlon upon persons entermcr

thc room. It is too apt to leave the 1mpre551on upon their minds

- . that the dlscourse was of them. = In carrying on a conversatlon after

newcomers enter the room, briefly recapitulate what has gone before,
that the thread of the story may be complete for them. Look at. those .

 with whom you are.talking, but never stare.

Profanity is the last-and most inexcusable sin committed agamst
good manners, and propriety. The man who will deliberately use
profane language in the drawing-room, or before women and children,
or aged men, should be con51dered without the pale of good soc1ety

AL
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Language coarse in its tendency is open to the same cntxcxsm and
-emarks and - stories that carry a double meanlnarcannot be too
~ severely condemned If it is at any time possible for'a woman to
“receive such a story in its innocent sense, let “her d&’it, showing by

some remark the ’hght in whxch it is taken; otherwise, she should be. - -

apparently blind and 1gnorant as to its meamng
Avoid’ affectatlons “In conversation' make use of long - words as

little "as. p0551b1e and wherever a short and. easily understood one is -

suitable to express your meaning, choose it in preference to one of
oolysyllablc proportlons -

Use of the- L1ps and ‘Facial Expressxon s

Do not cover the. lips with the hand, or a fan, while speakmO' "Te.
~do so. shows nervousness and a lack of social , training. < Besides this,
much of the expression of the face lies in the mouth. - This is shown
“by all actors, readers ‘and public speakers, who, as a rule, appear be-
fore’ thelr -audiences with closely-shaven faces, that no portion of the:

varying chancres of the lips may be lost.. AN S
Never if you are a man, speak hghtly of Wéthing $0
‘surely lowers your own standard in the eyes 1 sensible peo'p'le
Never hurt the feelings of others. Never allude publicly to times

~

when you have known them in less affluent circumstances than the - +

present. - o
‘Be very careful to guard agamst over much laughmcr Nothing
‘C”IVCS a sillier appearance than spasms of laughter “lipon the - shghtest
provocation. It soon grows into a very disagreeable habit. Smile
frequenﬂy, if need" be, but be moderate in: laughter. BA very little -
reasoning will serve to do this; and the reflection that few" grown
people laugh well will aid still farther in curbing the -propensity., -~
Let your greeting of acquaintances be free from b01sterousness
and familiarity. Do not bring your: hand down heavily upon their .
shoulder;" nor ‘emphasize your sentences with. pushes and, punches of
_an active elbow, nor fling your arms about their necks or shoulders.
To scme fastidious persons these boorish acts are a positive insult.

-
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An a(fcctatlon of boisterous famlharw}ty more often betrays a feelmg o
social 4 fcnorlty ‘than absolute shyness or txmlmty does. | :
‘ chci"pcrmnt yourself to correct other people in matter ; or mannéf'
unless 1t should be absolutely ‘necessary to protect some on¢ clse.
- Under all ordmary circumstances*do not betray a confidential commu-
,mcatlon madc you by a friend.  Set the scal of the confcsswnal upon”
- If it should be sorrowful in its natiire, do not mentlon it ‘even to
the friend who has confided it to your keeping unlcss he or she’
should first refer to it. It may have been confessed in a! moment of
' confidence and regretted almost as soon as spoken, hence, do not
revive the memory yourself. :

Control Your Temper.

kecp your ternpcr under all circumstance while in company. ~ Even

if some remark has bcer}/,made w;th plam intent to injure your feelmcs" '

.:an absolute ignofing of the int¢hded sting Wlll prevent others, and,

“most of all, the guilty party, from percciving. the depth of the wourd.

A true gcntlcman or lady, is never. quick to take offense. '

“Never-ask impertinent or personal questions, unless these latter are

~ called fot by the naturc of the conversation. Be carcful not to give

advice unless 1t is sought, and remember then that it is a commodlty of
which a very Tittle goes a long way. ' »

And last, but not least, utterly eschew all slang. There arc some
young ladies who appareritly think that a little slang, to spice thelr'
-remarks, is piquant and saucy, but, in the ‘majority of cases- they so
soon overstep the mark and fall into the deﬁlorabLe habit of constantly
and . copiously -interlarding their speech Wxth all manner .of slang
phrases that one is forced to advocate total abstmcnce as the only

~ safeguard. - .

'~ The too common habit of exaggeration, on the part of so- man,y
: sehoolglrls anqd young ladies is also to be deplored;*a quict unobtru-
Sweness of speech always marking the true lady. 3

Do not, in speaking, too frequently mentlon your hearer by name.
To do so 1mp11es either great famlllanty on your part, or social in- -

4 :
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‘In ‘speaking to people always give t_hcrﬁ their proper titles, as:

”»

“ Colonel,”” “Doctor Jones,”  Professor Gray.” Never make a prac- -
tice of saymor “That is so, Colon‘c-l,” but, * That is so, Colonel,.

Sharp.” . : : \ - ‘
In mentlonmﬁf a married dau<rhtér unless to a very intimate friend,

: scrvants), give them their Christian name, as Hattxe or George; or else
~mention them and this i s bcttcr before strangers, as: ““My daughter,’
or, “My son.’ o : : '

- Miller.” “In speaking of unmamcd dauchters or of som {:n\less to

o  Misuse of Initials. _
* Never address persons by their initials, as: “Mrs. W.,” “Miss C.,”
“Mr. D.;” give them instead their full name. \Ielther should you
call young- ladies, ** Miss Mollie,” or ““Miss Jennie ;” “ Miss Smith,’

- or, “ Miss Brown,” being,in rnuch better tastc. Their Christian names
should only be used to dlstmfruxsh them from other sisters. ‘Nevet
address pcoplc by acir Christian names’ unless’ very famxlxarly ac-
quamtcd -This practice savors of 111 breeding and is often very
annoying to the person so’ addressed.

name, as: “ Mrs. Rog,” « Mr. Doe,” unless the intimacy is very great;
even then care should be taken not' to use ‘their Christian names toq,
freely among persons to whom they may be strangers. =

A wife in speaking of her- husband should rather say * Mr. Smith,”
thaf.“ My husband ;” but, above all, et her Jefrain from referring ‘to
her liege lord as ““he,” as if.the whole wide world possessed no othet

follow the same rules in referring to their wives. - DE

* In Europe these terms are relegated to the use of the lower classes.

[

Be careful not to interlard conversatioh with ¢ sir)”’ or “ma’am.” :

EX

-+ 7 feriority on theirs. = In this latter case it savors strongiy of patronage. ~

glve her -married title, as : *“ Mrs. Miller,” or, “My ughter, Mrs.

In speikmo of persons who aie absent, mention them by thelr last

>

-..mortal to whom that pronoun was apphcable Husbands should;,i_

e
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YISITING CARDS

ARDb are the sign manual of socxety Thelr
use and dchlopmcnt belonﬁs only to a high
order. of civilization. - They accompany  us,
s_one writer has justly remarked, all the
way fram the cradle to the grave.” They -
- begin with™engraved anriounccgncnt's of the
birthof a child, then_cards for.its christcning, -
and, later on, dainty litt
for children’s partics, until, in
glrl crosses that lme

ards of invitation
¢ _time,-the

_¢“Where the brooL and river meet
‘Womarnhood and chlldhood sweet,”

up a card of her own, and blossoms forth into a young Lxdy
Thc announce the gaieties, the pleasurcs the anniversarics of life
they inquire for us durmO' our illness and sorrow, they return thanks

for our gifts “and attentions, and, finally, they commemorite to ou ™

friends the last, s\d\@arthly scene and ring the curtain down.

The stress laid by saciety upon the correct usage “of thesc magic
bits of pasteboard will notseem unnecéssary when it is remembered
tlﬁt the visiting card, socially defined, means, and is frequently made
to take the place of, one’s self. * It wilk.be scen, therefore, that one of
the first requisites for social success is to understand the language, so
to speak, of the visiting card. With this end Jiview the following
suggestions ‘on the subject have been carefully w due
regard. to brev:ty, accuracy and ease of reference. N

B

>

g
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- Style of the Card

The card should be perfectly plain,’ fine in texture thin,’ Whltf‘ un-
~ glazed and engraved‘ m simple script without flourishes. Gilt edges.
C ‘ Lo ' : Bl

SE

s

- -

v -
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rounded or *clipy=d corners, tmted surfaces or any oddlty of lettering,
such as_Germvn or Old English text, are to be avoided. A photo- -

~ graph or any rnamentation whatever upon a card savors of ill-breed-

ing or rusticily. Have the script engraved- always, never prmted

The engrav~d autograph is no longer considered in good taste, nelther

A{C “written; ards as elegant as t‘hose that are engraved..

3 - S Size of the Card

f he rhrulatlon size, both in thls country and Encland for a lady s.
visiting «ard is thrce and one-half inches in lcnoth and two and one-
"half b~ hes it width, This oblong form is most generally used, but

.

A ti]ero is'an almost square shape, two and a. half inches by three, alsc
- in favor, and especfailly used by unmarried ladies where the shortness
. of their. name would be too much emphasized in.the longer card. For
instance : *“ Miss Ray’ "would be quite justified in <hoosing the square
style, while “Miss Ethelinda Crane” or “Mrs. Algernon Spencer”
would find the lencrth of their names dlsplayed to better advantage on
the ob]ong card.’ o

, axdo f...r gentlefnen are much smaller than thos:. for ladxcs This ) o

>
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holds good' in both England and Ambi:ica, where the required size is
three;inchcsong:fway"bjf one inch and a half the other.

~-_'_\~,\.-

W/ ;W;z‘ g éﬁ%k%'

'\\

el

The largest card in use is tlf;e'one sometimes adopted by the newly--
married and encravq,d with tHelr joint names. Thus

MR. AND Mﬁzs GRANT TROWBRIDGE

, mA/ make use of a-card four inches long by three and one-half
- width, but a lady and her daughter, where their names appear to-
gether, should use the ﬁrsf-mentloned oblong 51ze for Iadles -

\. * . o Engtavmg the Name

" Married ladies make’ a ‘point of usmg thexr husbands name or
initials- upon their cards instead of their own, as :

- Mgs. GEORGE B. CLEVELAND,-
Or:' . - ) B . ! .
' Mrs. G. ‘B. CLEVELAND,
Instead of: ‘
' MRs. GRACE E. CLEVELAI\D

It occasmnally, however; happens that some lady, unwxllmg to so
lose the identity of her own name, prefers this latter form. Or, if her
fami}y name be an old and honored 'one-"she'frequently retains it, thus:

MRS GRACE ETHRIDGE CLEVELAND

" But, though the marned woman make use of her husband’s name, ..
she has no clann to: hIS titles ; so that while others .may addr&ss her
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s “ Mrs. _]udrrc So and So,” * Mrs Dr So and So she must| care-

: fully avoid all such display. ‘Lt her be comforted, however, és her

just pride in her husband’s honors is -casily gratificd; since she is
‘.(xp rcted, on all formal occasions, to lcave onc of his cards whcrun :
his titles arc sct forth, with herojvn, ' .
Occasionally a lady contents h(.rS(,]f with havmﬂr cnffmvcd upon her -
car Is a simple: | : N

RS
MRs.. COU_RTIIOPE.

This, however, is unwisc unless the name is a very yncommon one,
_and cven then, should {here be-more than. one branch ‘of the family in
the v1c1mty, the wifc of the oldest mcmbcr of the family only ond
" have a right to make usc of it. h N
Newly married couples~ frcqucntly send out for thelr first cards the .
largest size géntioned engraved thus: - . -

|
MR AND Mx\s HOLMAV B.: HUN'B.

2

Occasmnallv they prescrve this custom throughout ‘the entire first’
scason. But this is all; from. thenccforth husband and wifc haye their
‘Qwn scparate cards. Thcy may, howcvcr be used at times through-
éut the married life to convey- mcsszwcs of sympathy, conrrratulatlon
or to accompany gifts. . < ‘ S

Widows have always h031tated about exchancrxnc the bcIov“d and
accustomed name upon their ‘cards for their own signaturc. Thls,
however, in many cases, is a necessity, especially where there is a son
Learing the father’s name. - This is Sometimes thought to be avoided .

by the usc of the distinctive ““Scnior” or “ ]umor, ‘a custom obviously B
_‘wrong, since after the dcath of Francis Brown, Senior, Francis Brown,
Junior, becomes at once :Francis Brown, and his wife, Mrs, Francis
. Brown. Hence, while we have no such convenient title as « Dow-
“ager,’ ’ the widowed Mrs. Francis Brown will be obliged to drop her
husband’s name ‘in favor- of her son’s wife and thenceforth ;appear
~ before ‘the world-as Mrs. Mary E. Brown. Where there are no
~ children, or immediate relatives, change of tltle on the part of the
- widow is a mere matter of sentiment. : '
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The black border upon a widow's cards should never be over a -
~ quarter of an inch in depth: ‘more than this savors of ostentation
rathcr than affliction. . - : : :

Young’ladlcs especially if it is thcxr ﬁrst scason in society, wxll find
it the best form to have their names cngraved upon the visiting card
of their mother. Thus, if it is the eldest daughter:.

_ Mgs. WILFRID FiiRGUS_ON.
T 4 o, : . A
g P MISS FERGpSON

Ifa younger daufrhter
. MRgs. WILFRID Fureuson.
v Miss ETHFL F URGUSON. _
And if it should chancc that two daughters “come out” in consecu-

tive seasons both of their names are frequently engraved upon their
’ mo-thers card, thus

Mgs. WILFRID FuRGUSON:
. - “Miss FurGusoN.
_ . ‘Miss. ETHEL ‘_FURGUSON; _
" Though it often happens that, for convenience sake, by the time the
second roxbud is “out,” the first has established a ‘cardcase of her
own. Yet as- nelther ‘custom ‘nor etiquette. sanctions young girls in
: havmg’cards of their own, a mother often contmues to have the name

of-her young daughters engraved. upon- her own card
Young ladxes should always prefix «“Miss” to. thelr names, as: .

:-Miss ALICE CREIGHTON WRIGHT
there belng a certam Iorwaroness about announcmg one’s self as :
AL-ICE CREIGHTON ‘WRIGHT.

Espec1ally is thls SO among strangers,,the preﬁx “Miss” carrymg WIth
it a certain quxet reserve and dlgmtye T

N
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The “eldest daughter of a family announces herself upon her cards

o / as “ Miss Wright,” unless there are several of the same name in town,

“while the others are respectively “ Miss Alice Creighton Wn_ght and . s
“Miss Ethel May Wright.” Occasionally a card is used for sisters: B
engraVed’as follows + ' : : _ SRR L

. " MISSI:S WRIGHT : : -

CAll pet namcs are to be av01ded upon visiting cards and “Nettie
' Cranston very propcrly becomes “ Miss  Annette Cranston” upon
her cards.. :

- Neither arc 1mt1als good form- for young ladies, though after an
unmarried lady has rcached a certain, or n]‘ather an ‘“‘uncertain,” age,
she may, if she choose, be permltted to place upon her visiting cards:

MISS ‘A. C. WRIGHT

It the young lady be motherless she often has her name engraved
‘beneath that of her father, using not the smaller card of a gentleman
but the first given oblong card for ladies. - In England unmarried.
ladies, unless they have reached a very “ uncertain”’ age indeed, follow
the above fashion, and quite young ladies’leave their chaperon’s card
as well. This fashion is often folfowed here, and when so done
‘signifies that they will be inseparable for the season.

Address on Cards.

There is much question as to whether the address should be
‘engraved on a lady’s card, some very exclusive circles prohibiting it
entirely on a young lady’s card and questioning its use for a married
lady, suggesting that in case a young lady desires to give her address
. to any particular mdmdual it may be easily pencilled on oné of her

cards for the occasion, and that married ladies have the privilege of
leaving one of their husband’s, with engraved address, in connection

~ with their own. This custom while it may seem ‘an over-mcety to .
those outside the great centers of metropolitan Tife, will be appreciated

- by all those to whom the “ins and outs” of city life are familiar. It
should be said that while engravmg the address is still a mooted ques-
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tion, c‘(ccpt for young ladms cach mdmdual is at Irberty to use her. -
* own judgment on the questxon :

Cards for Gentlemen.

The size and style of a gentleman’s card has been already given,.
but a few words as to name and tltles will be necessary here. Custom,.
with reference to the cards that a man.must carry, is considerably less
arbitrary than towards women -in' the same respect. He may use his
‘initials or his full name, as it pleases him. He may inscribe himself
“Mr. John Smith,” or simply * John Smith,” and be quite correct in
so doing, though just now there is a httle inclination in favor of the
more formal “ Mr,” an Enghsh custom we do well in copying.

_ Mititary, not, mlhtla naval and judicial titles, may always be used.
Physicians and clergymen have the same privilege ; honorary titles,
however, should be avoided. T .

A private gentleman would have his card as: ‘Mxr. HOWARD Masox,
24 Union Square. 'If he were a club man, the club name, providing

-it were a very fashionable one, would. take the place of the address,

CAPTAIN ARTHUR COLEMAN, U. S: A. For a naval card: ADMIRAL _
PorTER, U. S. N A medlca1 man mxght uSe the following :- GEORGE,
'H. Harrison, M.D. o : : v

Some eminent men go to extreme ‘simplicity, as, for mstance, :
“Mr. Webster ”-being all that graced the cards of that celebrity.. ]

‘It is hardly necessary to say that a business card should never be
used as a visiting card. A gentleman carries his cards exther in hls
pocket or in a small leather case sold for that purpose

Cards for Receptlons.

, Cards used for ‘receptions, lawn-tennrs partres, afternoon teas, etc.,
in place of more formal invitations, have been fully described under
« Invitations.” One example will suffice here: . MRs. LAWRENCE -
BaRrETT, July 1st, at 4. p. M. The object of the entertamment being
wnttexfm the corner of the engraved card. .

~ as: Mr. Howarp Masox, Union League Club. For a military-card: o
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Cards for receptions are a necessary convenience in this era ol
. lengthy visiting lists, Without them there would be no possibility of
leisure. or of seeing one’s friends “at :their .own homes.. The follow-
~ing is an example: Mgs. EmMoNs B. CHURCHILL, Thursdays. Or:
~ Thursdays, Three o "clock to five, may be substituted ; the latter form,
however usually meaning that a simple aftemoon tea will be served
. on the-day mentioned. :

A young lady never sends out a receptlon card in her own name
alone, but her name is engraved upon her mother’s card or that of
her chaperon, thus: Mgs. HaroLD Grav; Miss Gray, Wednesdays,.

" Four o’clockto seven. Or, in case of a chaperone: MRs. GEORGE M.
- Jansen; Miss Arice LEVIcToIRE, Wednesdays, Three o’clock to five.

Foreign Phrases.

There are a certain number of French phrases that custom has
~ declared shall take the place of that “pure- Enghsh undefiled ” -
‘whereof Spenser wrote. In a few cases these chance to be shorter,
more euphonious, and more directly'to the point than the correspond-
ing English phrase. For -instance, the word ‘chaperon,’ so-impor-
tant in its signification at the present, has no adequate English
translation. Below is given an alphabetical list- of those phrases in
most. frequent use, together with the abbrevxatlons that. ofttlmes serve

in R]ace of the full phrase S S N
FRENCH PHRASES . ABBREVIATIONS. o TRANSLAHONS. '

- Balmasque . . . . . v v v e oae e Amasquerade ball.

‘Chaperon. . . . . . . « « « i+ i .- . .Anolder woman attending

. a girl in society.

Costume de rigueur . . . . . . . . . . . .Costume to be full dress.
Debut . v v v v v v e e e e e e . First appearance.
Debutante ... « . « . v+ .. « .. ...A young girl making her

o o : ' first sccial appearance.
Enville. . . .« ... .. EV. ., Intown orcity.
Fete Champetré . « '« v v v & &« « « o o » A rural or outdcor enter

' ’ . tainment.
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Matinee . . . . . .. . ...+ ... .Amoming ordaylight en

. . : A ) tertainment. .
Matinee-musicale ... . . . . . . .. . . .A daylight musical ent_ef-, :
L o " tainment.
Musicale . . . . ... ... . . ... Musical entertainment.

 Pour dire adiew . . . . . . .P.D.A. . . Tosay farewell.
Pour pendre conge P.P.C . To take leave.’

Protege . . . e e One undér protection,
Re/)amz’ez s’ il vous p/azl .R.S. V. P. ", . Reply if you please.
1.Soire¢e . . . . ..« .« «. .. ... .Anevening party.

Soiree dansante . . .. . . . . . .. . ..Adancing party.

- . 4 . . .
Soirée musicale . . . . . . . . . ... .. .A musical entertainment. .

‘The term en ville, when used in the place of “city,” in addressing a
note that is to pass through the postman’s hands, is a needless and

annoying affectation, since it is hardly to be expected that a knowledge -

of the French language forms one of the qualifications for a letter-
carrier’s position, and if delay. ensues in delxvery, the writer, not t}‘e
carrier, is to blame.
P. P. C”Ca'rds _
In the event of leavmg ‘town for a long absence, P. P. C cards are
frequently sent out. This is espetially convenient where the length

of one’s visiting list renders the personal making of farewell calls an ‘

impossibility. The cards are sent out upon the eve of departure, and
all personé receiving them are expected, upon the arrival of the
absentee, to return the courtesy by cards (which may also be sent by
mail) and by invitations. The ordinary engraved visiting card ‘is used,
and the initials P. P. C. (an abbreviation of the French phrase “to

~ take leave’ )are written in capitals in- the lower left hand corner of .

» the card. P. D. A. (to say farewell) is occasmnally used, but is not
~ in general favor. If the address should happen to be engraved in the

. lower left hand corner, P. P. C. may be written in the lower right
hand corner, either way being permissible at any time. The large .
card mscnbed jointly with the name of husband and wife is frequently .
~used in-this cfnnection. P. P. C. cards are especially appropriate

-
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vwhere there are no calls due If poss:blc unpaid pcrsonal call
should be answered in person on the eve of departure.

Tummg Down the Corners.

This custom is almost out of date, and in consequence of the
various interpretations liable to be given to the act, its disuse is a
satisfaction to ‘all parties concerned.. ' To briefly explain the custom, a
card turned ‘down at the corner, ar across one end, signifies that the
. call was made in person, and is sometimes very convenient ‘when one
wishes it distinctly understood that the «card was brought inl person, not
sent; while one ‘folded through the" center denotes that the call in-
-cludes all members of  the family. A man should mot turn down the
_corners of his cards. :

Minor interpretations, such as whlch end or which corner is to be
turned down on different occasions, even the surviving adherents of the
custom do not pretend to agree upon.

How to Leave Cards."

In leaving cards follow the fashion of those who have paid you the
same courtesy. If a call has been made upon you, return it by a call,
as to return a personal visit by the sending of a bit of pasteboard -
- would partake of the nature of a slight. If cards cnly have been sent
you by a servant, return cards in the same manner by messenger or
servant ; if they were/sent by mall return by mail. If the cards of
any of the gentlemen éﬁa house are left, always leave the cards of any
gentleman of your. family in return.. . :

Of course first calls should be made and returned in person the
card-leaving formalities coming later on. This rule is departed from
only by a few ladies whom age, health, social' or literary duties wili
excuse from making personal calls. These frequently permit them-
selves to send out cards ini place of a first call, either accompanying .
them with, or immediately following them by an invitation to some
entertaiment. This attention should receive the same notice as a first

call; cards should be sent in return, together with an answer to .the .

e

/
/

/
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invitation, if it is of a nature to require it, and a personal call must be
~made thereafter, unless it was simply an afternoon tea, and an invita-
tion sent in return speedily as possible. o

'''' A lady leaves a card for a lady only, a gentleman leaves cards for
the host-and hostess of a house. Some authorities assett that a man
making the first call of ceremony should, in -aadjtion .to the first-
‘mentioned cards, if none- of ‘the family are at hame, leave another
folded down through the center for the other members of the family,
“The i'olding, however, is questionable taste and the 're'qui‘site. number
of cards would be better left in their original state. Cards should be
left for the daughters of a house ; if there are sons, a lady may leave
~onc of her husband's for them also, L

Number ‘of Cérds to be Left.

After this first visit of ceremony it is only necessary to leave one -

card. at any: following call throughout the season. As a rule in,
country towns but ‘one card is left at any call, unless itsis at the Srst
- calls of a bride, when, if her husband’s name is not engraved upon her
card, she leaves one of his with her own. . ‘ P )
- A gentleman and lady calling together and finding the mistress . of
the house, only, at home, would leave but one card, that of the gen-
tleman for the master of the house, Finding no one at home, they"
would leave three cards, one of her’s and two of his. A lady calligg
under the same~circumstances would leave one of her own cards and
two of her husband’s, : ' o o
When one lady calls upon another, if the hostess be at home she
~ does not send in her card (unless she is an entire stranger), nor docs
etiquette strictly enjoin her to leave it in the hall, unless it is upon her-
hostess’ _reception day, when, on account of. the large number of
visitors, it would be difficult to remember all. * It then becomes a very
desirable custom for ;11 lady to leave a card, together with two of her
- husband’s.” Alsor when the servant is somewhat dull of comprehen-
sion as to the name it will be well fo send in a card to prevent mis- -
takes. On -récepﬁon days in very fashionable houses it is the custom
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to announce the guests by name as they enter the room, so that cards
need not be sent in. _ , ‘

Never hand your own card to your hostess. If it be necessary, in-
troduce yourself.verbally, doing so quickly and clearly, and bemg sure
to mention yourself; if a young lady, as ““ Miss.” .

Busy, elderly, and even young men are very protie to leavmg their o
cards in the hands of mother, sister, wife, or “dny other lady of the -
house for distribution, though after an elaborate ‘entertainment it is
much more indicative of good breeding that a young man should pay
his rcspccts in person to his hostess. :

Calls upon Young Ladies.

Younc men in this country leave cards for the young ladles of a .
house, but they should always lcave one at the same time for her
mother or chaperon In Europe they are never permitted to leave a-
card for a yoling lady at all. They call upon. the mother or chaperon,
arid while they may offer to- send for the young lady, she is never '
asked after. : /XVS

If a gentleman in calling where there/a/re several young ladies,
_espec1ally wishes to sce onc of the number, he may ask for her, but,
~before the call is over, should say he would be pleased to see the
“ other ladies; more especially is there no excuse for ignoring the

existence of the mother or chaperon of the young girl.
If a gentleman knows the ladies of the house well, it is not neces-
sary for him tosendin a card if they are at home, unless it be the first
- call of the séason when it is well to leave one ‘in the hall.. In a
household consisting  of two or more ladies not. closely related a card
should be left for each one. » .
"When ladies are visiting in a house where the caller, whether man

" . or woman, is unacquainted, he or she always leaves a card for the

* .. her name’ upon it ; depeml upon the servant or whoever opens the

lady of the house and requests to see her: a request which she may
not grant, but one which it.would be a marked slight to omit.
In.leaving a card for a friend visiting at a private house, never write.
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door toremember for whom 1t is mtcnded . This is only permnssrbleﬂ
when vour fnend is at a‘hotel ‘In- doing this write the name above
yours. )

When a newly ‘married man sends cards 1mmed1ately after his mar- -

riage to - his bachelor friends it may be expected that he wishes to .

retain them as such#in” his new life. Upon the reception of these 3
cards th«.y are expected to call upon the bride at once.

How to Send Cards. .

Cards sent by messenger are enclosed in a single upsealed envelope ;

_ sent by mail this cnvelope is enclosed within another andlarger one

which iq scaled.  Cards handed- in at the ‘door are received by the
servant on a salver to prevent being soiled by handling.

. When to Leave *Cards
Fxrst Calls of the season neccsartate thc leaving of cards. Let them
be left quietly in the hall. This custom assists the lady of the~ house -
in revising her visiting list. . ' -t -
Letters of Introduction necessitate that those, whé have received
courtesies in response to such, should, upon their departure send P

P. C. cards to those: that have thus remembered them.

A Change of Residence renders it desirable to send cards by mail to
one’s friends with the new -address engraved thereon. However,
should there be unpaid calls, the cards to these should be left in

_person.

The Return from an Absence, including any lenOth of time, should
e announced by sending “out cards havmc the address and re-
ception. day engraved upon them. Where P. P. C. cards have been

‘issued previous to departure these should always follow the return.

Preceding a Debut. - Previous. to the date decided upon “for the
presentation of a debutante to the social world, the young girl’s
mother calls upon those of her fnends .whom she desires to be

“present upon the occasion and leaves them her own and her husband’s

N

cards, and, if she have grown sons, their cards also.

N~ .
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Reception Invitations to a full dress reception are preceded by a
call by card upon all the acqu:untances to whom the hostess may be
indebted. :

After Cards is the name applicd to thosc that are sent to friends
aftcr a marriage and arc engraved thus :

~

MR AND MRs CHARLES E SMITH

her own card

i - CHARLES E. SMITH.
‘at the same time: leavmg her husband’s separate card with her own,
-~ Before Marriage, the bride éxpectant in paying her farewell calls,
leaves her own scparate card, together with that of her mother or
- chaperon, with -all acquaintances she\h%\wmh to retain in her new
. life. S \\ " ' '
. . Entertainments and Calls.-

After Entertamments a card in laroc citiesgis sufficient, unIess 1t\
be after a dinner or a wedding rcccptlon when a personal: «call is made. -
If the wedding invitations have been to the church only, not including
the gathering at the house, some most etclu;swc people send cards to
the bride’s parents, afterwards inviting the young people to their entex- "

‘tainments: But & dinnér absolutely requires a personal call. -~
" Even gentlemen, usually so remiss in such ‘matters, are rather ex-
' \ _pected to leave a card in person after a dinner. Any invitation,
.. however,. coming from a new acquaintance, necessitates a personal
call, unless the intercourse is not to be kept up. In towns-and smaller
cities; a personal call is made after entertainments of any size.
After a Tea a visit is paid and thus the visiting etiquette for a year”
is established: Bcfore ‘the season is over, however, the lady, if she

e\pects to retain her posmon in society for the next season, must give .

a tea, or a.series of teas, inviting all who have stmxklrly honored her.

This must be done before the season closes. Where the tea is .not
" attended, cards should be sent to the house the same day.

.
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- Special Receptxons such as those dress affaxrs glven once or twice
in a season, require a personal qard.

_ General Receptions, or “at homes,” given in a series, the dates of
- which are all mentioned on one card, need neither cards nor calls in" -
return. Your presence there is.a call initself. A card may'be left

in the hall upon the day of receptlon to a5515t the memory of the
_hostess )
Other Hmts. 7

Ladxes ina strange city, staylng either thk,- fnends or at .a-hotel,
are privileged ‘to send cards, giving their address to any. acquamt—
ances, either lady or gentleman from whom they may wish to récéive
a call. If desirable, they may send a note in preference, giving date
or hour when they will be at hore.

Special Pursuits. Ladies having special pursuits, literary, or pro-i.

fessional, often permit this fact to cover remission in soctal demands
in fact do not “visit” at all." L. '

For a Son, upon his introduction to soc1ety here in Amenca there

is very little display made.. His entree is usually very gradual, but if

~ he has been closely kept at school his. freedom from this is often an-

nounced by his mother leaving his card with her own when she makes
her visits at the begmmnc of-the season. This is taken as.a sugges-
tion that, in- future, his name.is to be included’ among the mvxted‘_

members -of the family. -

4 Cards for a@ unmarried gentleman should- never be lefe by a lady,
except in the case of, his havmg given an entertainment at which
ladies were present. In this case the lady “f the house should drive

to his door with her own cards and those of her family. Names of-

the young ladiés should be engraved for the occasion upon the card

~of their mother or -chaperon.. The cards should be sent in by a-
servant. If a call is* made upon a lady’s regular reception. day, it ‘is

rude to Ieave a card only, without entering and inquiring for the

. hostess.  The time spent inside the house may be very brief, but ‘everr *

a few moments will ‘satisfy the - demands of etiquctte which \mthout
these would be rudely violated. =~ .

Wl
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Cards may be made to accomplish so "mu,ch of the multifarious

duties of society -that one can scarcely imagine the social world

revolving safely upon its axis without their intervention. Far be it

‘. from any to look upon the custom as a hollow mockery, for,. without

the system of formal visiting, or callmg, society as it now stands could

not exist. Such, too, are the complexities of modern existence that life
" weuld be all too short-for the fulfillment-of its demands were it not for

these useful bits of pasteboard that do so much of our work by proxy

and dispose of our ‘undesirable acquaintances so speedily by the sxmple ‘

cessation, on our part, of leaving cards at their door. -

Various Cards.

Amoncr the cards as yet not referred to in thls department may be
mentioned the following : : :
Cards of Congratulation, such as those sent the parents of a n-ewly-

* betrothed couple upon the announcement of the betrothal ; those sent -
»'the happy parents of a lately arrived son or'dnughter etc. Cards of
~“tHis descriptioh should be left in person, though it is not expected that
. you should enter and make a formal visit. The leavmg in person,
 howeVersi#a comphment :

Cards of Betrothal -are distributed by the parents of the newly-

‘ engaged pair, leaving their cards with their own on all friends of the
‘family. Individuals receiving these cards should call 'as soon as
. possible. ' : - '

’ oL )
Cards of Courtesy are ‘sent on many occaswns For instance, to a

house where the children or youth of their fam1ly have been _invited .

without including the elders. This is done in acknowledgment of the

courtesy extended to. their -chil'dren Again, a gift however simple, -

even flowers, should always be accompanied by a card- of courtesy.

The simple visiting card’is usually sufficient, though-a “ Merry.
,Chri'stn‘las,”: “ Happy New. Year,” or ‘“ Many happy returns of. the

day,” may be penciled béneath the name. If there are many words

to be written; however, a little, note of courtesy is far better. (See
' Notes) The recrplent of the gi& should answer by a note. of thanks, -

s e e



" pencilled above the name. - These are

,. when the voices of friends would be
too hard to beat, but the thought of their \Joving remembrance yields
a healing balm,

In cases. of bereavemen# the cards should be sent
about one week after the sad Occasion that called them forth
- Acknowledgment of Inquiry Cards.

" Cards of Thanks .ate usually sent out in reply to these cards of
inquiry, since the ‘answerir,g in any other“ fashion would: prove ‘too
great a task. The regular visiting card maybe used in this case, .

pencilling the words “ With thanks for kind inquiries,” or, “With

‘thanks_for-‘the,kind inquiries of Mrs. T,’fbeneath the engraved

name; or cards especially engraved for the 'dccasioxi‘ may be substi-

tuted, thus: «“Mrs. presetits her sincerest thanks for recent kind
. inquiries.” " These may be sent by-mail, but really should be carried

by special messenger.  Fnclose in ‘two envelopes. There is another
method of acknowledgin}g attentions during a' périod of bereavement,
viz., thé notice in the ‘daily papers. This, 'h&wéw"/er, does not usually
meet with favor in large cities, but the example set by Mr. and Mrs,
Secreta.ry, Blaine ‘upon the death of their son, is, from jts heartfelt
g pathoé,‘worth'y of imitation, The card appeared in ] the Washing.
-“ton Papers as follows :. R

-

marny times a

67
i f)ly._ Cards should also accompany, or be attached
al, that the family may know _friequ remem-

lly have the wor s, “To inquire,” or “With

ya
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Birth cards are frequently sent to 'all.frie_nds-, at home and abroad,

as soon as the child is named. One very pretty style now in mind
read as follows: Etuer Mav Toucey, Half-past twelve o’clock,
January 12, 1895. ¥his was enclosed in two small envelopes and
sent by mail. These are more especially useful for sending to friends
at a distance. -’ : o

C hnstenmg and Funeral Cards are con51dered in their respectlve.

departments. Families in deep mourning are not expected to send

out return cards under the first year.” Some prefer, however, to send
cards of thanks very soon to those who have 1nqu1red leaving ordinary

- visiting cards unanswered the usual length of tlme.

g e e e
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\HE customs of society in
regard to visiting or “call-
ing,” and the rules that

" govern these customs, are well .
worthy of our attention and care, °

: : -since they in a great measure
underlie and uphold the structure of our social life. No one, there-

- fore, need consider these details trivial or of liftle ‘account, since,

according to Lord Chesterfield, * Great talents are above the appre-
ciation of the generality of the world; but all people are Judges of
civility, grace of manner, and’ an aorreeable address, because they feel-_
the good effects of them as makmg society easy and pleasmg

Length of Visits. - . .
Ceremomous visits should always be short, fifteen to twenty minutes

_being the outside limit, and a shorter time often sufficing.- Even

should the conversation become very animated, do not prolong your

stay beyond this period.. It is far better that. your friends should
- regret | gour withdrawal than long for- your absence. A lull in the
. conversation, a rising from'. her seat, or some’ pretext on the part of
‘the hostess, or the arrival of a guest, all give an opportunity for leave-

takmg Jvhich should be made use of at once.
\ v - CT
(. The Art of Leavmg ‘

" Cultivate the art of leaving ; nothing will contnbute more to your
socml_su#cess, It is said of so brilliant a woman as Madame de Stael
\ . : . S o
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that she falled lamentably in this particular, and on the .occasion of
her visit to Weimar, made with the avowed intention of 1ntellectually
captivating the literary lions of ‘the age, Goéthe. and Schiller, she
K made one fatal mistake, she stayed too’ long' Goéthe wrote to
~ Schiller: ‘“Madame de Stael is a bright, entertammg person, but she.—
o ought to know when: it is time to go!”" It’is also evident from her
own statement that she did not know /ow to go. She lmgered after
- she had started, and if this were an unpardonable sin on the part of so
. marvelous a woman, it is surely a capltal cnme on the part of ordmary
,mortals S TE
~ The art of Ieavmg is more thoroughly understood by] mén than. by
.women. The necessities of business life teach the valie of time, and
~ the press and hurry of city circles teach them the art of leavmg
juickly, so that a social call on the part of .a business- man is a model
of good manners. When he has “had his say”’ and pohtely listened
to- yours, he takes his hat, says “good day,” and is gone from your
presence without giving: opportunity for those tedious commonplaces
of muitual invitations and promises to- come again which seem a SO(‘lal
formula with so. many women.

When Ready to. Leave, Go at Once.

Never say, «“T must go,” but, when you have finished your visit -
and rise to depart, go! Never permit yourself to be drawn- into touch-
_ ing upon_ any subject.at this critical moment that will necessitate -
lengthy discourse for yofirself and hostess, or force. upon you the
- awkward alternative of réseating yourself to finish the conversation.
There is always a certain awkwardness in thus repeating the ceremony _
~ of leave-taking which may be avoided by a qulck and graceful depar- = - )
- ture that leaves both host and: guest with- feehngs of the utmost
atmablhty toward one another.
~ On the other side it is necessary that the host and. hostess supple-
“ment thlS laudable’ endeavor on the part of their guests in order that
the depai'ture may be gracefully accomplished. ~ Never detain the -
g VlSltor Who is attemptmg to ieave by protests by mqumes or by the

o ‘\
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'introduction of new subjects. One writer very p'értihently says: “The
art of leaving ont the part of the guest needs.to be suﬁplemented by
the art of lettmg go on the _part of the host e

~ First Calls.

1 There is, possnbly, more dlffcrcnce of opinion on the subject of who
f B “ shall make the first visit or call and when it shall be made, than almost
. any other point of ctiquette. At the same tim¢ more importance is
- attached to-it than to almost any other social ‘question, and it touchés
more™ umformly every phase of city or country life than any other '
canon of courtesy. :
Nexther nelghborhness nor. good Samantan feeling, can exist with-|
out the - civility of a call, and when there is too. great a hesitancy on
i eé%art of a resident to call upon the newcomer, one is reminded |
exther of the priest or the Levite as they ““passed by upon the other )
- side,” or is forced to recall the parvenue’s dread of losmo a footmg in
. 50c1a1 circles. :

o Common sense and kmdlmess of heart are always to be rehed upon
in matters of this nature, and the initiative may safely be taken by
those who have social “pesition, age, or length of residence on their
“side.  Of course in large cities the immense demands of social life
- give a certain’ 1rnmumty from anything - like promxscuous calhng to
those whose circle  of - acquaintance has already’ grown beyond the
 limits of their time: . In towns and villages, however, no such immu- -
nity ex1$ts and a call may be easily made, ora card left, while, on the -
other hand should the new acquaintance prove “pushmg, or in any

‘way obhoxious, one 51mp1y ceases to leave one’s cards and the evxl is
done away with. ‘

' Many elderly ladies, and others whose time s, Very much. occupied
by social or’ oother_duties, excuse themselves from calling customs. .
‘Under such circumstances, they frequently send their cards, accom- . ‘
.-panied by an invitation, to. newcomers younger in years thus- entlrely, .
omitting the personal visit. * Such invitations; whether accepted or -

B not, should be honorgd m ‘the same manner' as 1f preceded by a call.

-
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If two people méet pleasantly at a friend’s house and wish to con-
tinue the acquaintance so-begun, let-them riot hesitate, should none of ‘
the before-méntioned distinctions exist, as to which should make the
first visit.  Still, it is of’ctlmes wise not to call too hastily upon the
newcomer, especially in. cities, where it is well first to be properly:
- introduced, and further still to have scmé assurance that your ac-
. quaintance JIS desired by them as well.  As before stated, priority of

residence, age, or pre-eminence in social position, should properly be
“upon ‘the side of the one making the first advances. If none of these
exist, let the braver of the two break the social ice.

" The etiquette of summer resorts demands that the owners of cot-

tages call first upon renters, and afterward that both unite in calling
upon later comers-and arrivals at hotels or boarding houses. Of
_ course, such intercourse is simply for the pleasure of the time being,
* and carries with it no responsibility- of recognition in the future, unless
» such recognition should be’ Satisfactory to both parties. "It would be
well for the “summer girl” and the “summer young man” to remem-
ber this canon whereby “society” guards the doors of its exclusive- ‘
" ness, enjoy the “good that the gods glve and expect no more.
N .

J

Substxtute for First- Call

In continental countries, and . in cosrnopohtan Washmgton new-
comers make the first advances themselves, leaving cards with those
~ whom they wish to number among their acquaintances. Every one

~ returns these cards, and invitations flow in upon ‘the aspirant for -

. social honors. - This custom, unfortunately, does not hold good any-
" where else in this country, though a polite expedient is ‘sometimes
adopted by persons entering upon life in a new city. This consists in
_ the newcomer sending out her cards for several reception days in a
" month. These may be accompanied, or not, by the card of some

. friend well known in social circles, if such she have, to serve as

. “voucher." - If not, she reliés upon” her -own merits and sends out her
- cards unaccompanied. = According.to the varied authorities recom-.
.. mending this course of action, those rudely ignoring this suggestioh'
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© are few in number, and the lady is permxtted at once to feel that she

has cqmmenced her soc1al career.

Mormng and Evenmg V131ts. - Y

Any visit made between the hours. of twelve and six is to.be }ooked

upon as a_ morning visit, though there is a little difference in various. - -
cities with regard to the exact time. Where\one expects to touch o
~ upon'. reception hours, from three. to 'ﬁve is usually a safe hmlt In

'~ country towns or. the small cities, from two to five are the usual hours’ o
for paying visits. - Evening visits- should B’%made Between the hours:
. of -eight and nine, and ordmaﬁly should never extend in length

" bey ond the hour of ten.

" not avallmg themselves of the other days of the week. Of coutse, if -
‘there exists any known obJectlon in the famxly to Sunday v1s;t1ng all

4

Sunday VlSltS.

,"

Gent}emen are permltted to call upon lady fnends Sundays after

church and' Sunday exenings; business cares being their excuse for o

thelr fnends are bound to respect it.

Receptxon Days

Ifa lady have a known reception day, callers are bound, in common‘

- politeness, to make their visits, as far as _possible, upon that day. If

‘this is not done, either a card ‘only should be left, or, if a personal

Vvisit is. intended, particular instructions should be given to the servant
to the effect that if “ Mrs. Brown is otherwise engaged she is not to

trouble herself to' come down . For which- thoughtfulness “Mrs,

Brown,” if she be a busy woman, and troubled w1th many soc1a1
cares, will cordlally thank you.

e

* Unfortunately, it often happens that many of our fnends have tfg/
same reception day, and. one’s own'“ day ” may conflict with that of
one’s nearest friend, so that, wheré the circle of acquaintance is large,
* . much good riature, a few apologw&s and a. great many cards are neer’sd

to safely balance the soaal accounts E

—
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~

It is considered a rudenéss to simply leave a card, when one hap- -

ens to arrive upon a lady s receptlon day, without entering the room
.or a few- moments’ v151t S
. “th at Home,” «“Engaged.”

The Simple' and necessary formule of, “Not at home,” or “En-
gaged,” are more frequently questioned than any other social custom.

Nevertheless their use is often.a nccessnty, while, on the contrary, their '

abuse is to be regretted. ‘No suspicion of an untruth need apply to

signification of, “Not at' home, for the time being, to any visitors.”
If, however, conscience rebels against this so transparent fraud, there

s always the .alternative of * Engaged,” which carries not the least
' suspicion of deception thh ;t, but is- somewhat less gracious to the

ear. S
Indeed were it not for thesc safeguards, the woman of society must

bid good-by to all opportumtles for sohtude self-improvement, or/the
- Sulfillment of heg own social duties.

The servant should be very carefully instructed each morning as fo

- either, for the phrase, “Not at home,” is used with the accepted.

the formulz to be employed through thé day, or such portion of the

“day as the lady. of the house .shall require to herself. No lady, after

a servant has informed her that the miistress of the house is “not at

Madame,” addmg, if such be ‘the case, “Mrs Brown receives on

' Thursdays

’ Shiould a servant show evident hesitation upon receiving your card,
and say, “I.will see if Mrs. Brown is in,”

. home,” il question as to her whereabouts, or the probable length of
her absence. If she should so far forget her dignity, the well-tramed :
- servant will answer all inquiries with a respectful, “I do not know

enter the parlor, at the -
~same time saying, “If Mrs. Brown is otherwxse enoaged or gomc out,
beg her not to trouble herself.’

" Never, except upon urgent necessxty, insist upon ;e’\ulung a word -
. or two' upon a visiting card and sendmg it up, where a lady is
. engaged_’ a dernand upon her attehtxon If a servant has sav:_l
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the lady is “not at home, she has a perfect right to refuse the
message.

In suburban towns and small cities, where receptlon days- are. not

~ common, the lady of the house must be very careful how and when
* . she deniés herself to visitors. Indeed, in all cases much discrimination
must be shown in this respect, as great inconvenience may result, and

some injustice be done, by an indiscriminate denial. - But, as before.

‘'said, in ‘towns, it is better, if possible, to receive guests. Even if no
. servant is kept, the mistress can usually, by the exercise of a little
- care, keep herself neat and presentable. . If at any time some slight

alterations are necessary to the toilet, let the mterval thus employed ‘
be very short. '

‘Some one has said that it would be well for a lady having a recep-

- tion day to devote a part of the morning of the same day to business

'*alls and to Instruct her servants to inform all comcrs of this custom

VIsmng LlSt.

It is well for all ladies having a large list of acquamtances to keep'

a carefully revised visiting list to assist their memories as to addresses,

names- of persons to. invite, reception days of acquaintances, and, if
possible, a list of Vthelr own ceremonious visits for the season, noting

‘those that have been returned. The time thus expended is amply

repald by the convenience of reference and the avoidance of the pos-
sibility of making a second visit when the first is unreturned. Also -
this list serves as.a basis for the visiting list of the next season ; those

‘hévipg'vfailed’to return callfs or cards being dropped: from the new list.

e Visus Between Ladles and Gentlemen

A gentleman as a rule, should not ask a lady for permission to call
upon her. It is very easy for her, if she' desires his company, to say:

“1 receive ’T—hursdays or, “I shall be at home Monday.” Itisa

great d/Iscourtesy for a gentleman not to call at the time mentioned, or
in a véry few days, after being thus invited by 2’ 'lady. Some gentle-
men, if snmply asked to “call sometime,” will ask “when may I have
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the 'pleé.en-re;ot' 'seefng you?”’ : To this ‘question a definite answer
should be returned, if possible. Very young ladies do not thus invite

_gentlemen; the invitation ‘coming from  either father, mother, or

chaperon » B
A gentleman does not call upon a lady without some ‘intimation of

her wishes in the matter, unless he is the bearer of a letter of intro- .
* duction, or is taken to her home by some friend sufficiently well

acquainted to warrant the. liberty. He may, however seek an mtro-

- duction through some mutual acquaintance. .

Ladies may express. regret at being out when a gentleman called ;
he also should regret the absence. If it should happen that a gentle-

man should call several times in succession and be so unfortunate as

to miss the lady each time, it would be. quite proper fo: her to write
him a note, regretting her absence and appointing an evening when
she would be“at home for his next call. * This would remove any-
feeling of annoyance on his part that perhaps her absence had been
premeditated. v

Gentlemen’ frequently call upon their married lady fnends domg S0

'w1thout the slightest ‘appearance of secrecy and with full knowledge -

of all parties concerned. - Indeed the right of entrance to some of
these pleasant home parlors is a great boon to the unmarned men of

-our cities. -Ladies do not call upon gentlemen- except professibnally

or officially; or, it may- be in some cases of protracted mvahdlsm

Out of Soc1ety ?

It sometimes ha.ppens that a newly-marned lady, or a newcomer in

* some city, through- severe - illness, a season- of mourning, or devotion
to home duties, finds  herself, in a year or so, ‘completely “out” of a

socrety;wrth which she had scarcely become acquainted.. If she be

~ timid and non-assertive, she will sink back dismayed at the prospect

but if energetic and aspiring, she will at once win her way back by

‘giving a series of receptions, either formal or mformal to all her old- -

time fnends or, by entering into charities, or joining literary or musical

~ aubs she wxll qmckly remstate herself in the memory of. soctety

s
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e . . Conduct of the Hostess. :

A hostess does not necessarily advance to receive her guests, simply -

rising. and moving forward a stepin order to shake hands (if she

~ should so wish), remaining standing till they are seated, and,if pos-

sible, -keeping - the latest - comer near her side. Gentlemen should
always permit ‘the lady to make the first advance’ in the matter of .
hand-shaking.. It is her prerogative. . :

As the ‘guests depart, the hostess does not accompany each one to
the door, but rising, remains standing until the  guests have quite left
the room, when it is to be supposed they will be met by a servant. In -

‘country towns the hostess usually accompanies the guest to the door,
if there are others present, excusing herself to them and remammg out
of the room but-a moment. ' : :

G
L Entertammg Callers. i
Where there are several guests in the room at. once ‘the hostess

" should try to-make the conversation general and pay equal attention

to all, save that for a' few moments, the latest ag_nval engages her
more intimately, or some guest of great intelléctual or artistic gemusf
may be honored among the rest, as a lion o??l?e hour.

If you should chance to find; at once, in your reception room, two

friends with whom you are upon equal terms of intimacy, treat them

with the most absolute impartiality, beéing demonstrative toward
neither, for there is too much truth in the saying that “there is'always
a feeling of jealousy on the part of each, that ‘another .should share
your thoughts and feelings to the same extent as themselves.”  There
are otheér occasions where the same care a.gamst wounding their feel—
ings should be observed. -

If there ‘should be any preferencé with regard to seats one sug-
gestlon is that a lady should be seated on a couch or sofa,. unless
advanced in years, when she should be asked to acccpt an easy chair;
an elderly gentleman should be treated in the same manner.: If a '

-young lady should be occupying a particularly comfortable sea;:, she
must at once arise and offer it to an older lady entering the room.
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Should the hostess, upon -the arrival of occasional -visitors, ha
engaged upon work requiring any attention, she must at -once relin<
" quish it ; but should it be light, ornamental and not at all conﬁmng, : s
‘she may continue it, if s0 requested. It would be well, however, to
drop it at intervals, lest it appear as if there were more mterest in the
work than the visitor. : '
Refreshments are not offered to v1sxtors unless itis a regular recep-
#ion day with afternoon tea. '

Conduct .of the Guests.

I a visitor on entenng the room finds that name or fuce has not
been remembered by the hostess, let the difficulty be rectified by the
.guest pronouncing the name mstantly and distinctly, | the hostess, on her
part, to remember names and faces. A bad memory-is mconsnstent -
-with good manners. In very fashionable houses a servant announces
the name of each guest as they enter, thus saving any confusion.

Should you find yourself ‘ushered into a room where there are

' ’several inmates, all strangers, ask for_‘the individual you wish to see
and introduce yourself dxstmctly

If your friend is at a hotel, wait in the parlor until the servant wha.
carries up your card has returned to tell you whether you can be_

" admitted. Never follow him as he goes to make the announcement .
A little formality is the best preservative of fnendshlp
If, while you are paying a visit, other guests arrive, you should,

* are quietly seated, make your adieus to your hostess, bow politely to
- the other inmates of the room and take your departure If you -
- should be calling upon a lady and meet a lady w&isitor in her drawmg

- room, you should nse when that lady takes her leave. -
The style of conversation should always be in keepmg with the cir-
- cumstances under which the visit is made. Common_sense alone'
- should teach us that where a short" mormng call is in questiom;
. witty and qurckly-changed subjects ‘only should be entered upon, the
- nature of the case plainly prohibiting discussions on many topics.
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Gentlemen are expected not to use classical quotations before ladies
without a slight apology and a translation, unless they are aware that
“the lady’s educational training has made. it possible for her to appre-
- ciate them. It would be well if they would use- thé same courtesy
toward other men not gifted like themselves:  For a general maxim,

- it may be Here recommended not to air one’s classmal {earning un- -
necessarlly, lest it savor of pedantry. .

Guests should ‘greet thexr hostess cordlally, but a bow is usually”
 sufficient to include the others present. , 2

Young ladies visiting a strange city should not receive calls froma
:gentleman without requesting the privilege from their hostess, and
. hostess and daughters should be introduced to him. Always avoid
the slightest' appearance of seeming to use your friend’s house for a
rendezvous,

N

Deference to uadles

A Crentlemam rises when ladies leave the room. Ladles bow if i itis
a gentleman, rising if it is a lady acquaintance, or- a lady much- oldet
thaa themselves. A gentleman rises when ladies enter a room; but
never oﬁ'ers them his chair unless there should be no;other in the
room. : . .
A gentleman carries his hat and cane into the drawma room with -
him in making.a visit. His hostess should no more offer to relieve
hm of the}‘n that she would take fan and handkerchief from the hands
of her lady guests. If he wears an‘outer coat he leaves that in the
‘hall; if there should be no hall the hostéss may ask him to put‘it on
a chair or in another room.  His hat and cane he " either holds if he
- chooses, or places beside him on the floor, never on a chair or otber
- article of furniture. If he “intends spending the evening, he can, if he
_ choose, leave hat and cane in- the hall. ‘Gentlemen should never bring:
friends. with them to call upon ladies unless they have first recewed
~ permission from them so to do. .

After escorQr;i a‘lady on the previous evening the gentleman should

make a call
shouldmot consult thelr watches during a ceremomous v151t. If some.

n her the following day, if possible. Gentlemen -
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pressing engagement should render- thxs necessary, they should offer
beth an apology and an explanatlon

‘A gentleman, unless ‘invited, should never seat himself besxde “his
hostess, but should take the chair pointed out to him.

" Gentlemen, in receiving other gentlemen, go to the door to meet
them and furnish them with seats. '

The man of the house should escort ladies to then‘ carriage,- should
they call while he is at home. If it be raining or otherwise disagree-
able, and they have their own coachman they should hoxzever beg -
him not to trouble himself. ™ : S

Gentlemen should decline an invitation to spend the evening when
making a first visit; indeed, such an invitation should never be given.
A man is usually asked to repeat his visit by the mistress of the -
house, not by the daughters, or else it is given by their chaperon. .

-

‘What Not ‘to Do.

Do not accordmg to the author of « Don’t,” be in haste to seat

" yourself; one appears fuily as well and talks better, standmg for a few

moments. A man should-always remain standing as long as there -

- are any women standing in the room. A man should never take any

article from a woman’s hands—book, cup, flower, etc—and remain

- seated, she standing. = This rule is an imperative one ; he must always

-

rise to receive it. = - T oo

Do ‘not take young children *when makmg formal calls; - the
hostess will be in terror as to the fate of her bric-a-brac, and the -

smother in dread as to what her young hopefuls may say or do.

Do not take pet dogs with you into the drawing room. Thelr feet
may be. dusty, they may be- boisterous in expressing their feelings,
and besides, some people have a perfect aversion to dogs, so that your
-visit, thus accompanied, is likely to be far from plcasa.nt
-. Do not meddle with, nor stare at the articles in the room. Do not
‘toss over the cards- ﬂAheq:;ard _receiver, if there, tle one, and, whlle .

your name is being dnnotunéed, do not wander 1mpat1en’dy around the

© room handlmg everythmg thhm reach o
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" faculties and incapacitate them for. use.. Mu¢
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Do not loll about in your chair,’if a gentleman (a lady scarcely” |
‘needs this caution), keep your feet squarely in front of you, not cross- - -
ing them ; ladies'would do well to heed this also. Do not_torment -

- pet dogs or ‘cats, or tease the children. . Do not call the length of the -
room if you wish to address any one, but cross the room and speak to

him quietly. Neither should you whisper to some - one of theom-
_pany, twist or curl your thumbs or hands, or play with' the tassels on
the furniture or window- curtains; or commit any of the thousand and

‘one blunders that mark the underbred and nervous visitor and render‘
his presence an unwelcome trial. . ' g

There are a few other rules that would: seem unﬂecessary to men-

tion here were it not that they are so constantly sinned against.
Among others it may be suggested not to do anything disagreeble in .
company. Do not scratch the head or iise a toothpick, earspoon or

comb; these are for the privacy of your own apartment.” Use a

handkerchief whenever necessary, but without glancing at ‘it after- »

wards, and be .quiet and unobtrusive in the action as possible.. Do

not slam the door, do not tilt your chair back to the loosening-of its "

joints, do not lean your head against the wall, as it ‘will soil the paper-
ing; in short, do unto others as you would be done by.

Do not tell long stories, more especially if they are about yourself
do not argue; do not talk scandal, and be sure not to attack the
religious beliefs of any one present.” Do study the chapter on the

- “Art of Conversation,” and cultivate, as much as pessible, that self-
“repose of manner that is, above all thmO's a sign’ of the lady or

gentleman.

«

The Receptxon-Room

The arrangemient of the reception-room itself has much to do with

) the pleasure of the visitor., Who does not remember those dehghtful
parlors where the guests dropped ifto- pleasant convesatxonal groups |

as by magic, and contrast them mentally with those other. chilly
ttle ‘over .one’s

avoided by a judicious arrangement of | chairs an

,'Just where
6 e

o .

v et weptrnd vt b w8 <

s may-be,
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people drop naturally into easy groups, or, for the time being, sur. »
' round their hostess. o S . -
- Propinquity is a great incentive to pleasant conversation, for there
are few people that can talk the pretty nothings and sparkling witti-
" cisms, whereof parlor conversation. properly consists, across ‘space to
people stranded against the opposite wall. Therefore let the hostess, o
- -who would have her symposiums remembered with delight, see to it
that she has an abundance of chairs, both easy and light, easy ones
for the refreshment of the weary in body and light ones that may be
quickly moved when the spirit moves toward some other group,
A clever woman, to whom all social arts were long-solved problems,
once said that shé always observed -how the chairs were left in a
.- drawing room whére several people had been sitting and put them in .
‘the same position next time. A group near the door where th= =
'casual.cal@f will natm:al-lyfdgop into one and the hostess into anotha
_ without the least effort, will be placed in the best possible position for
a little chat. - Fulfill these conditions and your drawing room will be
often filled and the fame of it gﬁll go abroad. " a B
- Formal calls, as a rule, are at best but a duty performed that brings
: \;a satisf'ac_tion in itself, 'bqf it sometimes happens }hat; as a reward for
our well-doing, some word- may be said, some friend may be met by .
a happy chance that is like a gleam of sunshine ona cloudy day.
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il T in the writing of invitations that can-
" not be transgressed without incurring.
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~ acquaintance with the laws and canong that
For instance, Mirs. John Doe issues invita-

g party; these, if is :

orin the name of Jherself and daughter, of
properly, find. them « ” ona certain e
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sued in her Oown name

is never 3t home,” byt A“vrequests the pleasure
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paper, are all matters of the.nicest choice, and indicate with the most ,
unerring accuracy the good or ill breeding:of the parties interested.
From two to thrée persons only are 1nv1ted from one family to the
same entertainment, and, in the event of a small dinner party, two
would be the limit. The invitations would be addressed, not to
- Mr. Coates and family, but one to “ Mr and Mrs. Coates,” another
-to “The Misses Coates,” or to * Miss Goates If there are brothers,
‘and they are to be invited, a separate invitation is required for each
‘one of them ; a single one addressed to the *“ Messrs. Coates” being
consxdered m\bad taste. - To one son and o6ne daughter a joint .invita~
tion. may be extended in the mame of «“Miss Coates and Brother,”
On rather mformal occasions where the family, and perhags thelr’
_.guests also, are desired to be present, the invitation may be sent in the.
-name’ of « Mr. and Mrs James B Coates and Party.” S =

Note Paper for Invxtatrons

_Note paper for invitations should be plain, unruled heavy in texture -
creamy-white in tint, and of a size to fold once to fit the large, juare. -
envelope of the same size and tint. Monogram, if used, or crests; if o
- . they may be nghtfully claimed, should be stamped or embossed‘:in v
white dnrectly in the center of the upper portion of the sheet and on .
the upper flap of the 1nner/envelope only. This envelope should bear
the name srmply of the invited guest, and is to be enclosed in a per--
fectly plain, somewhat larger envelope, which bears thé entire address

" and protects the enclosufe from the soil of frequent handlu*g by post-~ :
man or messenger ' : o

_ Inwtation Cards. o
Inv1tatlon cards, if they are used, should be heavy, creal y-white ,

and of a size to fit the large, square envelope. Such a card is suffi-. ‘
cxently large to contain any ordinary invitation, and shoild be enclosed '
as above, in two. envelopes C o
" Writing the invitation should receive the greatest care, espeaal'
aftention being- glven to securing each phrase a line to itself. For .

_ mstance the names of host and hostess should never be Sep:

Ny
|
I
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but gfven’ | _entire lme the same rule applymg to the n ne of the
invited guel I ST
Inv1tatloxL|s written in the thlrd petson should always be rephed to

in the. thxrd rson, care being taken to permit no change of- person
from begmnmg to end of the note. This rule holds good in whatever \

person the invitation may have beeh written ; regrets or acceptances .

must be sent in the same manner. : ,

No' one, nowadays, “ presents his (or her) comphments .in glvmg
. or acceptmc an invitation ; nelther is « your pohte invitation ”’ any’
longer the best form. - Your kind,” or “ your very kind invitation,” |

being the most graceful ‘manner of acknowledgmg e courtesy-‘

Y

extended.
: Wntten Regrets

A/lways if possible, accept a ﬁr,stf}:wtatlon if the new cquamtance
"is to be kept up. In case inexorable’ circumstances revent this -

acceptance, the regret sent should explain: these circum tances fully
and be very cordially written ; ‘while the earliest opportu 'ty must be
taken of - extendmg some courtesy in return. '

Even should you not desire the acquaintance, your regrets should
' be courteous and cards should be left at the house in response to their
c1v1hty It is then at your own optlon whether or not to a knowledge
the acquamtance farther. ‘ S

Invitations can be written or engraved on_the Iarge car , OF small
sheets of note paper ‘that are used for this purpose, tho gh on all

formal occasions, engraved forms in clear, fine scrlpt are |preferable, =

and for weddings absolutely necessary, If . written, black ink should .
"-be invariably used. _ : - A
A young lady never sends out mvrtatxons in her own name; instead,
© “Mrs. and Miss Hoyt " are “at ‘home,” or the name of the young
~lady’s chaperon appears w1th her own, as: “ Mrs. Havﬂandl and MlSS
: .Hoyt, at home etc ”

: Umnvrted Guests.

Should it so happen that an uninvited guest finds, accid tally, his
. way mto the festmhes let the strictest pohteness mark his _eceptwr-.,
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neither word nor glanCe betraymg the shghtest surpnse at the unex- |

‘ pected arrival. - | -

Invmng Marned People.v
: A mamed man should never be invited to an entertamment thhout :

‘ hls ‘wife, nor a married woman without including her husband ‘also in- -
~ the mvxtatlon An invitation erfing in this particular’ shouId be looked
- upon as an insult, and should never be honored by an acceptance. -
. This category, however, does not include gatherings, such as ladies’

luncheons or gentlemen s game suppers, that are wholly conﬁned to .
the members of one sex. = * : - .
: - ' - Dinners. o o :
Ladles ‘who gwe ma.ny dinner “parties usually keep on hand the
engraved invitation cards, with' blanks left .for the. insertion of name
“and date.. The invitation for a dinner party is always sent out in the
name of both host and hostess, and the usual form is as follows : '

R?W%W /%MMW”W
99,74/ oM,:
| d’/,éwém/%am/é:)

R.‘s’ v.P.

The letters R S. V P are. sunply the initials of the French words
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‘Some very styllsh people now use in place of these letters, the
English phrase: “ The favor of answer is request
* Written mv1tatxons or those engraved for a smgle occasxon would
read as follows : :

%”m/% 94 o
Rl s of
- - W/@/ge Ol Sbvarts |
| %We//y,we e |
@% &W st b ot 50 oloch,
) @(%éxm/qé’m

ﬁze jawr qf an answer is requested . o ST

h

K. S V. P, can be substltuted for the la.st phrase xf desnred If the

- [hest be a.widower with a young lady daughter the invitation can be

-. lissued- in the name of father and daughter, as: “ Mr. and Miss Van'

- Vieit, etc.,” or, a lady and, her daughter, under similar circumstances,

would issue invitations in the name of “ Mrs. Holt and Miss Holt.”
Persons .who make a’ point ‘of strictly observing the usages of

pohte society are’ extremely careful, having received any invitation,
to take immediate noticé of: ity according to- proper form. This is

: ~only a courtesy due to the one who has sent the invitation, which

5 should be accepted or dechned promptly, in order that the hostess

. 'may know what to depend upon. . P

i[ If the dinner party is gwen to xntroduce elther a fnend or some. -
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person of dlstinctlon an extra card, inscribed as follows, is enclosed i in

the same envelope To meet Mr.

Another form. would be:

%¢ MC%/M %M@/

) ) . @M%ﬂ%%@v&w ‘ |‘
@W&n @lé/@& d’% ﬂa/dmxant’%mé:) N

%W@’/ a'/ aémm

éyz @/u/ @%w/m

5&&kﬁ

‘Itis Well, me the party is glven in, honor of some celebrated per_,tt 1,

. to give them
. invitation, thus

the choice of several dates before issuing the gereral -
assuring yourself that no conﬂlctmg engagement will -
dinment of its bright, particular'star.  An invitation ta a
ighest social compliment that can be-offered.. 1t shovid ’

‘be sent out abput ten-days in advance, and requires an 1mmed1ate and

make up her

, for it is to be supposed that the hostess wishes to

ble at once. . Both invitation and answer ‘should be o

“'sent by messenger ; all other invitations, and rephes to the same, may

" be sent by madil.
: ns, without exception; are sent by post.
; m{ormal dinner, & verbal invitation is sometlmes sent,
one or two days beforehand, by a servant, and a verbal answer is gtven ot
The pnncxpal objectlon agamst thls method is that the

all invitations,
In case-of

‘at the .tnm__

In London, however, where distances are so great
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date, havmg no wntten reminder, may be. confounded thh some other -
_ engagement. Where the affair is not too stately, an informal invita-

tion, written in the first person, may be pleasantly exchanged between
friend and friend. For instance: - _

: MY DEar MRS RoE:
My aunt; Mrs LeFevre, of New York Clty, is here with me fora short

-

stay, and Mr Doe and I _hope that you and Mr. Roe can give us the pleasure -
. of your cémpany at dinner, on Tuesddy, October ninth, at seven o’clock,
" when, with a few other \fnends we hope to pass a pleasanit’ hour in your o

society. . . Cordxally yours,

MARIAN Doz .

Mrs. Marian Doe, St. _Car{)line's» Court.

Asking for Inﬁtations. '

Askmg for mvntatlons for one’s. visiting friends, while permissible on o ’
~ some occasions, such as requestmg the favor of brxngmg a gentleman

to a ball where dancmg men ‘are. always at a premium, or ‘an unex-

pected guest of your family to a -reception or evening party, should .

never be resorted to when a dinner party is in question, for, to gratxfy

_the request would, in all probability, throw the whole of a carefully»

~-arranged tableé into disorder. Thls rule is only to be broken when

- the guest to-be included is sofe really celebrated character whose - ’

* -addition to the company would compensate for the extra covers to be

laid and the re-arrangements.to be made before the unexpeéted guest .
can be accommodated- No ofie, however, should feel offense whena
request.of this nature is’ refused. The hostess, in all probability, had -
good and sufficient reasens for her course of action. - Invxtau?ns for

a marned' coupIe should never be requested

h Evemng Partxes, Balls and “At Homes.”l

Invxtatlons to these enteftainmerits are issued in the name of the
hostess only, 2 and are sent out from ten days to, two weeks in advance.

Informal occasions, however, give very short nohce, and it is well to"- o
use the word- “mformal” in the umta.tton, that guests maynot put

2

w’ e AR
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~'thengselves fo i mconvemence as regards dress It must be remem-
. bered that this termis- too.ofcen misleading in its nature; and many a '
sensitive guest has been “seriously annoyed by finding herself, after a

too literal mterpretatlon of the “informal’ character of the entertain-

. ment, in a crowd of gay butterflies, a misuse of the word ‘that should _

be seriously protested against. =
. Invitations to evening parties and private balls are less elaborate

~ than formerly; the word “party” or “ball” is never used unless on
- the occasion of some public affair, such as a charity ball, but any
' espec:al feature of the evening may be mentioned in the invitation.

To an evening -party where dancing-may, or may not, be a feature

. of the ertertainment,.the following, either engraved- or wntten ona
‘small sheet of. note paper, isa very good form '

N -
Ny e

@5@» JWW/@/MW \
C@W e /M 7 ”%”’C‘/'/
@‘ Q@W@ WM”X »."4 B ' '

s o

- All ‘invitations are to be conﬁd&ed as « forhmai” unless the w.ord N
“mformal” appears on the card. If the card  states that the enter- .-

» ‘ tammentlsto be“mformal » the umted guesttsfully justxﬁedm con- -

 sidering it so, and dressmg accordmg]y ' Neither host, hostess, nor =

L “otherguestsmnmkeanyexcepﬁonﬁthemvuaﬁonxs treated justas L
tmds, R ; LT
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Vi o o g

- If dancmg is the feature of the evening, the sarrjf; form may be used
- with the word Dancmg added i in the lower left hand comer Or:

.,

K
-
'

Ao -ﬁM; %’MW R
| | O%/Waa &M ¢ , J . 2
/ﬂd’ﬂ g%w Q/Wms:) .

B Quadrzlle.r at tm

>

IS
g .

c If the ball'is at a pubhc place, as at Delmomcq,s,.an New York the

- followmg forn i is appropriate, always makmg use, in case of so pubhc

an entertamment of the host’s name in- connectton with that of the
hostess . oo : :

| ; c;?W%; fany,
G&‘Wa %”&

Y

Delmonicd's. L
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) Another fdrm that would bc?cqually appropriate is as fellbws T

<

S e MR

. j 0%4 (/%{/ o%w /4/%//”4 @’é%‘ .

PERRET RN g

- " @{mz o}r (/ﬂ/

: -

H @/Mﬂ/&y W{’%’ﬁ?’ / yQa%tWZ?/ Wﬁ&%@ L

i -' Bl 7 - S
: German at nine. . L T R.S. V. P L

If any of these occasions are intended to introduce a debutante, hes
‘,'card may be enclosed.  If they are (nven in honor. of a friend, or. . s
some celebrated md1v1dual the followmcr form is appropnate : A

LS
C L

,> - 1 @Z 2. .¢4¢M O/ / Jﬂ%dﬂé@

. | | C@/:/a//fl /l/é%/b‘&& %/(!L! (ﬂl}/ﬂ?&/ aze .
C@w‘fﬂ/ﬂ/ tzl&nuy @/2 f;& /M/Z?f

] : 7% a///;z n’éz/«m& “ o/owg

f V R .‘ ’ ‘ .' @7%%/[%& '_ .

7-

e i Bene b i

.

684 West 49ﬂt Street. . ": ' ‘ ' ,R. S. V. P.
# ) .
1 : . ~
1 » ' —
. e -
- & ]
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* Or, if very formal the name of the guest may be given ﬁrst as:
To meet the CHIEF JUSTICE oF THE UNITED STATES and Mgs. FULLER: -

Mgs. HArROLD COLR’I‘RXGHI At Home, from cight to eleven oclock'

- - -Thursday, February seventh. R.S. V. P

This same precedence may -be gwen to the name of an honorcd

" guest in a dinner or other invitation. Still. another form is.where the-
name of the guest is written on a separate card, thus: To meet

=

MRgs. SumMERVILLE. Enclose this in the same envelope.
For a club party the foIlowmg may be-used : THg LA SALLE CLUB

o requests the pleasure of your attendance Wednesday evening, Jum_

k4

. eight, at nine o ‘clock. 555 West 5ist Street. R. S. VoP.
A'still more simple form for a party. invitation is an “«At Home

card filled out thus: Mrs. Don. CARLOo PORTER At Home Tuesday

- evening, March fourth. 10"1 Broadway Cot1lhon atten. K. S V. P

Masquerades.

" Th éntire invitation for a masquerade may be engraved, or lt may -

be written, with the exception of ‘the word * Masquerade,” Wthh
} 'should be envraved on the. card For example ..

@/Zw- gzj ‘gf’yrwdef* . - o
%7’”“/ % /’/ Coedecie ?/ y‘aulf cﬂ%%m«y,
@ﬂa&/m&/ %{gm%f @ﬂw”,p/L /W&//%

@(7{&7//4 a& ) —'

mase[uemde. :

"R SV VA 55 Easz‘ Thirtieth Street.

~

A T,

[T S
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Musicales, Soirées and Matinées.’

Inv1tat10ns to a. Musncale are 51mply wm,tten on “At Homc cards,
- thuss R RS, s
. = - ’ te ’ T

; ) .

©

%44 c@ @? r/% e&%@,
v @{/ _%me,

%%5/(1/, d%lﬁ/ Secornd>

Music at half-past three.

Or: Mgs. P. V. VanVecuron, At Home, Tuesday afternoon, April
second, from half-past three to five oclock.. Matinée ]P[uszm/e _

If the; Musicale is to be an evening affair, and dancing is to follow
the music, tht' followmo form of invitation may be used: Mgs.

HEerseErRT HUGHES, ‘At Home; Friday evening, January- tenth, at eight

o’clock. - 200 Wihéhesten ‘Avenue. Music. Dancing at ten,

Precisely the same form i5to be used in giving out invitations for

a soirée, save that the word “soirée” is substituted for that of “ Musi-
cale” or “matinée musicale.”
“matinée” applies exclusively to entertainments given in the morning,
or at any time before ‘dinner, a distinction to which our custom of late
dinners gives a wide latitude, so that any. entertamment up to eight

_ - a'clock in the evening may receive the name of matinée, notwithstand-

.ing the fact that drawn curtains and gas-lighted rooms may give ail.
~ the semblance of night-time. = Soirée,” however, is used only where -
an evening partv of a semi-informal character is denoted. '

o

It may be farther: added that the term -
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7

Garden ‘Parties.

Precisely’ the same form of “At Home cards can be USed for these -
~ entertainments, substituting the words  Garden Party " in the left
hand corner dnd sending them out some two or three days in advancc
Or, if a more formal affzﬁr is mtended use the following : Mrs. WAITE
TALCOTT" requests thé pleasure of the company of MR and MRs,
Jou~ Cray, on T\/[onday, Aucrust fifth, at four o c]ock Garden Party.

 “The Oaks.” . s - o
If+it should be de51rable to mcludc the entire family in the mv1ta-

tion, the wording would be as fol‘lows :

A ,,;;m/«@ Jﬂ/,z w4y ,,W/%
@%M 0 rite Gor towlt,
G 7,,J////% 1 fos o ot
% @ é .

Garden Party. /- - TR SV P

Carn'ages will meet the 3.40 train. from Union Depol.

e e e
o

This clause to be added only when the party is to be given at som:
distance from the station..” If preferred, these directions may be
- written on a separate small card and enclosed in the samc envelope.

In this country we are not so accustomed. to giving garden parties
as people are in England, but a garden party may easnly be made: one
of the most mvntmg and enjoyable of any.’

e §Eg
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'Bre'ékfasts, Lﬁnchedns and Subper:.

-

Breakfast - invitations * may be encrnved or written upon a ladvs

"

vmtmg card thus: ; S .

S

(76% Mzé//’ C%?/;]?/Q . o ,'
Cg)éﬂ%// ()( Jztlra/ ﬂX/;)z o r/r/Q BN B

9 ‘/m/ / k/%tﬁww;:
N

<

i

A written anItathH is usually in the ﬁrst person, and shoﬂd read

somewhat ‘as follows

\

DEAR MRs. GRACIE ~
I should be pleased to have the company of you and’ your husband at\

breakfast with- us, Wednesday morning at ten o’clock. -
i Cordially yours,

MR's" GEORGE HORTON e GERTRUDE Horton. -

The mv1tat10ﬁs should be sent out a week or five days in advance,

and should be answered at once. i,?/ -
Luncheons, in this country, are very apt possess much of the

formality-of a dinner, and are written or engraved, according to the
degree of stateliness that is to. mark the occasion. Very formal invi--
- fations are sentout ten days or two weeks in advance, and are couched
“in prectsely the-same ‘terms as a dinner invitation, save that the word '
“ Luncheon ”’is SubStltuted for « Dinner.” "Written invitations, also,

o

= oay

”m.



.~ -

INVITATIONS, FORMAL AND INFORMAL. - 97

“follow the same plan as those ’v'vritten for dinners, and are not usually

issued.more than aweek or five days in advance.~ Some ladies use
their ‘visiting card, thus: Mrs. Frank E. WENT\VORTH Luncheon,
i chnesday, at ohe o'¢lock.

A later hour, say two o'clock, is usually adopted for a more formal

 affair. Rephes should be sent at once that the hostess may be enabled
to make up her table.

Teas and ¢ Kettledrums.”

N

Teas and “Kettledrums‘,” 'nghv Tea and Afternoon Receptions, -
have come to bear a strong resemblance one to another, in fact to.

infringe so much: upon the same territory that it is very difficult at
times to dlstmgmsh between them sufficiently to apply the appropriate

name. " A simple affair is announced thus by those ladies who have a -

regular reception day: Mgs. Joun St. Joun. Thursdays. Tea at
ﬁve o'clock. 40 West 49th Street. : : T

Or: Mrs. JouN ST. JoHN. ~ Five oclock tea. Thursday, February
fifth. 40 West 4oth Street. S :

- The words * kettledram > or “afternoon tea” arc not to be used’,

_and these cards may be sent by mail, enclosed in a single envelope:
: They requxre no answer. Where the lady has not a régular reception
day and wishes to give an afternoon tea, an engraved card, like the

followmg, is usually sent out : MRrs. ARTHUR MERRILL. MISS MERr- -
RiLL. Monday, February thxrd from four to seven o’clock. 774 =

Chestnut Street.
In case of the hostéss having no one'to receivé with her, her name
would appgar alone upon the card. The name of any friend may take

‘the place of a-daughter’s. Such an entertainment partakes more of -

‘the nature of an afternoon reception, or high tea. = It may be adapted
also to other occasions, such as the introduction to one’s friends of a
guest who is to make a prolonged stay, as for instance : MRs. ARTHUR
MerriLL, At Home, Monday, December seventh, from one .until
- seven o'clock. . To meet MRrs. FRANCES ELMER. - .55 Vine Street. .

Invntatnons like this and the one Just above are to be enclosed in’
N _ : : , _ .
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two envelopes; same as for dinners and scnt out ten days or two
weeks in advance.

This furnishes very much the same class of entertainment that is to = >
be found at an afternoon tea, save that coffee is the pr edommatmg
beverage. The invitation is precisely the samig as for tcas simply sub-

* stituting' the words “ Kaffee Klatsch.”

PR : Suppers.

For the evening eupper invitations are issucd in -some cne of the
forms presented for dinner parties, substituting, ‘the word “ Supper.”
Answer% should be returned at once. S

- Commg-out Parties.

" These spec1a1 festwmes may take almost any form SO - that the

}presentatlon of the blushing débutante may be at a dinner, ball, recep-

tion, cvening party or afternoon tea’; which latter custom has become

‘very frequent of late. - So Filich is this the case that it is soméwhat tg

be reprehended as rendering afternoon teas too ceremonious in char-
acter.  There is this in its favor, however, it relieves young girls
ffom’ the strain incident upon a large party or ball. In some cases,
the invitations preserve their usual form . (whatever that may be) and "

‘the card of the dibutante is enclosed.in the same enyelope. - Even

this distinction is sometimes . ‘wanting. Again, in the case of “At
Homes” and “Teas,” the name of the young lady is engraved
beneath that of her mother; if it-is the eldest’ daughter the form
would be: Mgs. ARTHUR HOLT Miss Horr.

A younger daughter, under the same c1rcumstances would pose as :.
Miss Epita May Holt. :
~ Such cards do not need a reply, but the guest will remember to -
leave cards in the hall for the débutante as well as her mother or
chaperon. It may be said here that, should it for any reason occur
that the young lady is.“ brought out” under the wing of some friend

_ instead of under her mother’s care, the relative position their names"

T

. Kaffee Klatsch. ' : o .




INVITATIONS, FORM‘xL AND INFORMAL. .~ 99
,.w:ll occupy bn the c;ards is. preciscly thc same, as ? MRS D G HAVI_
LAND.  Miss HoLr. S
A more formal. prescntatlon would be in the style of an cnﬂmvcd
note sheet '

R

44, @/ /%/4 .@%z/% |
C@Z{I!«‘A /%/K:{I//)e 0/{;//0///(/17 /;} {///7//;’
él//?f (9//(”

@g/ (/71/{/ @%4\43 r??ﬂ,fu’ H %é/ -
@a \j/uuré[/ ,,,ﬂ,,,,,/ /’;wm /) //i& . |
d?‘mwear/;/ﬁ) - 5

28 St Caro/uze s Court. - . . RS VP

~ This invitation, of course, 1rnphes a large evening party, reception
or ball, and should be sent out ten days or two weeks in advance of -
~thcevent. - S
~ Receptxons :

Informal receptlons and full-dress occasions of fhe same kind are
-announced somewhat differently.” In the-first case the affair partzkes
so- closely of the nature of an afternoon tea that the same form of
. invitation is used: Mgs. HowARD POST At Home, Tuesday, October
F second, from four to seven. : : :

[ If a series of receptions are planned the form Would be: MRS

' HOWARD Posr, At Home, Tuesdays in November, Rfrom four to six
=) clock. -
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Full-dress ‘receptions- are frequently given both afternoon” and
. evening, sometlmcs in the evening only. Invitations to these should
be engraved on square cards or note shects, and sent out two weeks .

e s
R previous to the reception day: A very good form i is:
O%/Jf. : j//’ v72.6 ,C//;/.f /,z/.j B
. v : : ‘
1 o >
1 ! . (/()/’//////// ///’ ///r////)/’ //////) . ////(/////

f’// ////z////// ////////’z ///////. Lo

y/ﬂ /,,,' //‘7/'(‘ ///-//;/‘)/(’// (‘ r/r/;_v

=11 DuPage Strect. _ RSP

A_ . ) If a daughter ‘or a friend is to assist in rccciving, the invitation

[ S . 'should include her name also : Mgs. JEROME Hasrtings, Miss Hast-
nes, At Home, Thursday, November twclfth from five unt11 ten
o'clock: ~ 711 DuPdge Strect. - : :

When the reception is given by a gcntleman and its object is to
enable his friends to meet some distinguished gugst, the ‘following
P _ form-is used: Mr. HowaArD PosT requests the plé;sure of ‘the com-
[ pany of MR. AroNxzo METCALF to meet GENERAL E. L. BaTtes.
- Union League Club. ~ 100 Cedar Street. R. S. V. P. * )
§ ' Though some prefer placing the name of the honored guest first,
accordmg to the form ngen under dmner invitations. The answer
should be:

§ Mr. Alonzo Metcalf accepts with pleasure Mr. Howard Post s kind i 1nv1- ,
tation to-meet General E. L. Bates. :

RS
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W;ddmgs.

Weddmg invitatipns are issued two weeks n advance sometlmes
earlier to friends at a distance, in order that they may lay their plans
accordingly.” They are engraved in finc-script on small ‘sheets of
. cream note, and the form most used -for church weddings is as
follows

C//(é {I)Z-(/O%ZJ‘ C{/g brrscd é{‘;[li/,/@
) Q/E)/r/r}/l/’//:’//ﬂ///)g (//f{/) rai)/mz;
Ofl/ % mﬁixz/zrz/r / %»LA 04511 /.;A

et ﬂr/iz;/ %%
T

’ WZW%/KU/ Lovedve 7 ’%cé -

557 M7/azn4ﬂ£) .

- Still another form would" glve the daughter’s name as “ Miss Guen-_
dolen Earle.”

There may or may not be a monogram on the sheet of paper, but, -
: if used there, one to correspond must be placed on the inner envelope
. also, The envelope, however, may be stamped with a' monogram and

EE .
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the paper left plam this latter style > being much in favor. Where the
wedding is i church, it is usually” Tollawed by an after-reception, cards

» for which are engraved in some similar form to the following : Recep-

tion from one until three o’clock, 107 Washington Street. Or: At
Home after the ceremony.. 107 Washington Street.

A still morc ceremonious invitation to the reception may be issued
in the ‘parcnts’ name, and in the usual form of similar invitations, as:

 Mr. and Mgs. Ricuakp EARLE request the pleasurc of your com-

pany at the wedding reception of their daughter, GUENDOLEN, and
Mgr. Ecpert Ray CranstoN, Tuesday evening, June cightecenth, 1895,
from nin¢ to cleven o’clock. 107 Washington Street,

If there is reason to believe that the church will be crowded with
uninvited guests, admission cards are engraved as follows: Christ
Church.  Pleasc present this card to the usher. Tuesday, June
cightcenth. ' o : S o
How Invitations are Sent.

Several of these cards are usually enclosed for distribution to friends
of the invited and for the use of servants that have accompanied
guests. to the church.. This custom is hardly necessary in country
towns,; “All of "the cards and. the invitation are enclosed in one
envelope superscribed with the ‘name only of the person invited, and
re-inclosed in another envelope bearing the full address. . All formal

. invitations arc to be enclosed in the two envelopes as above; less

stately affairs requiring but one envelope ; send by mail.

In Englond, wedding invitations are- issued in- the name of the
mother -of ,the bride only; here custom sanctions the u$e of the
father's name as well. = If the invitation is-issued in the name of some
other relative, then the word “ granddaughter,” ““niece,”” "ete., should
be substituted for that of ¢ daughter.” If the future “home of the
young couple is decided upon, “At Home” cards also should. be
enclosed for all the invited guests that the bride desxres to retain upon
her visiting list. The following form is- ‘appropriate : MR. and Mgs.
EGBERT Ray CRANSTON, At Home; Thursdays in September, from
four until six o’clock. 48 Washmgton Street. .
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Or in place of des:gnatmg especxal days it may read: MR and
~ Mrs. Ecsert Rav CRANSTON, At Homc after September first.
-48 Washington Street. * .
Where the list of acquamtanccs is vcry large it sometimes happens .
that a portion of the guests are invited to the church only. When"

- this is the case the reception card is omitted from the envelope; but -
o ifa v1sxt1ng acqualntance is to be mamtamed “At Home” cavds rnust T

be enclosed

-

Weddmg_ Inv:tatxons.

The homc wedding is, perhaps, less stately in appearance, but,
involving as it does, less care on the part of friends and less nervous
strain on that of the bride, is frequently adopted. The invitations are
 precisely the same as_for a church wedding, merely inserting -street
. and number in place of designating the church, omitting, of course,
the card of admittancé and 'that for reception. The “At Home”
card of the newly-married couple should: always be enclosed lest -
doubt as to their new address prove perplexing to“their friends.
.-Sometimes, where life is to be commenced-in their own home, the
.. wedded pair, soon after their . establishment theréin, send out “At
Home " cards for‘a few evenings after this style: MRr. and Mgs.
EcBerT Rav CranstoN, At Home, Tuesday evenings in September
from eight to-eleven o clock 48 Washmgter-kStreet .
Gatherings such as these -partake of the nature of semi-formal
receptions and present a delightful opportunity for welcoming friends
to tlie new home, and at same time arranging a visiting list for the

| season, no one receiving a card to these entertainments that is not to -

* be honored with a place thereon. These invitations are to be sent out

after the return from the bndal tour, and, when thus used, the first-given

“At Home” card is omitted in- sending out the wedding invitation.

. If the wvedding is to be a morning affair from the church, followed
by a breakfast, the first given invitation is issued and the following
engraved card enclosed in the same envelope : Mr-and Mrgs. RicHARD -

" EARLE request the p]easure of your company at breakfast, Tuesday,

- June twent.teth at half past twelve o cloék 107 Washington Street.



b
i‘!ll*\ )

.

‘ 102 . INVITATIONS"FORMAL -ANDa INFORMAL. e

2
e

_ “At Home cards and cards to the ‘church 'should be enclosed as
before. The time should be carefully arranged so that not more than

~ half an hour is ‘allowed to. elapse bet.ween the ceremony at the church '

and the reception or breakfast at the house.: _ E
" A home wedding with a breakfast: simply sends out the ordinary

-wedding Invitation, mdlcatmg the/ hour and gwmg the street and
,num'ber o / '

Sometimes, at a home weddmgf it is desired that no one but rela—
tives or very particular friends. hould: be- present at the ceremony.
Under these circumstances the u/sual invitations are issued. Then, for
the favored few, ceremony cards are enclosed, on which the words are
engraved: Ceremony at half past eight.

“At Home ” cards may be enclosed as before.

Where the. weddmg has been entlrely private, the mother, or some”
other relative of. the bride,, freduently gives a reception upon the

s b

. return ‘home of the young couple invitations to which are issued.as

-follows: MRs. RicHARD EARLE, MRs. EGBERT Ray CRANSTON. At
*Horne Wednesday, September first, from four to ten o’clock.
107 Washington Street. . '

For an evening reception the form is a little different : MR. and MRs. _
RICHARD EARLE request the pleasure of your company, Thursday,
September second, ¢ffom_nine to eleven o’clock. 107 Washington
‘Street. Enclosmg«‘the card oT Mr and Mrs. Egbert Ray Cranston.

Annéuntement Cards.

Announcement cards where the weddmg ‘has been stnctly prlvate
are sent out after the followmg style: MR. and MRs. RicHARD EARLE
announce the marriage of their daughter, GUENDOLEN, to MR. EGBERT.

- Ray -CRANSTON, Tuesda);\ November nineteenth, 1895 107 Washi

mgton Street. :

. The before-given “At Home”’ cards may be enclosed, or the neces-
sary information conveyed by having engl‘aved in the lower left hand
corner of the sheet of note paper At Home, after December ﬁrst at
48 Washmgton Street ’ N '
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" Another. form of announcement 1s also used: EGBLRT Ray CRAN-

sTON. GUENDOLEN EARLE -Married, Tucsday, November nineteenth, -
"f895 Bmghamtorr ‘With this form use. “At.Home" cards, or
. -engrave the street and- number in the lower left hand corner of the- ‘
" announcement card. This form is permissible in any case, but is more
a frequently cmploycd where there are ncither. parents nor rclatives. to )
send out the announcement. ., - S +

If. the wedding ‘should “have tal\cn place during % season' of famlly
' mourning or misfortune,, the bridegroom himself ‘issues - the following
"announcement Mr. and Mgs. EGBERT Ray CRANSTON 48 Washmm.
- ton Street. B ’ : : ‘

These cards are large and. square, and in the samc‘,cnvelope thh s
them is enclosed a smaller card- engravcd with the maldcn ‘name of
the bride : M1ss GUE\IDOLE‘I EARLE '

Weddmg Anniversaries. .

‘ & 7‘. . - - B
/d’d’a’ S 1890.
@/M@ He f,/g,;/fm‘ o

@Z¢ MZ(/ @Z 2. &%4//4// J’iﬁ[%/

o o N - y/,_/)/fw%r
c@f\ﬁ%m/ﬂy ez/cuuz/ /ta/u/) /// /I’/Q
'.'7"\ dﬁl/;l//ﬂ//fy//f c[c/

26 3 Eaxl T [zzrfgmt/z Streez‘:_

o

In _,sendmg out mvxtatlons for the: various anniversaries that pleas-
-~ afitly diversify the years of a long wedded hfe the sxmplest form will
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always be found in the best. taste. There aré varied devices for
tendering these -fvitations striking in effect, such as sdvered and
“gilded cards for sxlver and ‘golden weddmgs thin wooden cards for-
the wooden wedding, etc., but good taste would mdlcate that none of
‘these, not even gold and sxlver lettermg (though this last is least objec-
tionable of- all), should be used. The large engraved “ At Home”

“card, or the small sheet of heavy note paper, also engravcd are the

most clegant
“ No Presents Recelved »

i )
‘The words “No presents rccelvcd » are someﬁg‘les cngravcd in the

“lower left hand corner. of the note sheet, or card. A much to—bc-‘
. .admired custom, since the multiplicity of invitations requxrmg gifts,

- is, in more- cases: than one, burdcnsomc to the recxplent .

‘> .

) Revise the szltmg LlSt.

Now, that 1t has become the custom to enO‘age the services of an
amanuensis to direct the invitations for a crush affair by the hundred,
. would: be well for every hostess to: frecLuenxly revise her visiting
list, in order that the relatives of latcly} dedgdsed ‘friends may not be
pained by seeing the dear lost name included among the invitations of
the family ; also, this care is necessary to remove'the names of those
who have recently departed from the cxty, and thos%whose acquaint-
ance is no longer. desired. o P,




HE essence of all efiquette is to' be found in |
. the observance of the spirit of the Golden
L " Rule. . Pethaps in no one point is the « do
o unto others as ye would that ‘they should do unto
you,” more apphcable ‘than in the prompt acknowledgment of either
> a formal or a friendly invitation. This acknowledgment may be either ,
denial or assent, but whatever the form, it is requisite that the prof--
' fered. courtesy should be answered by a prompt and decisive accept-
arice or refusal. This is a duty owed. by an invited guest to his
prospective host or, hostess and one that should never be neglected ’

Answermg an Invxtatlon. ]

In accepting or dechmnOr an invitation close attentlon should be paid - .

to the form in which it is written and the same style followed in - ‘the
answer. |, For instance : should the invitation be formal, the answer”
- should preserve the same degree of formahty, while a friendly
» mv1tat1dn in note form .should “meet with an acceptance or’ regret
.couched in the same terms. Another rule to be rigidly observed
s, that the acceptance or refusal must be written‘in the same person
that characterized ‘the invitation. For instance: if Mr and:*Mrs.

Algemon Smith request the plcasure of the company of Mr. and
. Mrs. Joseph Bronson at dinner, etc.,” with equal stateliness “ Mr. and
Mrs. Joseph Bronson’ aceept. with pleasure the kind -invitation of Mr.

and Mrs. Algernon Smith.” " To do otherwise would 1mply ignorance -
of the- very rudlments of SOClal or grammaucal rulés -
o 107




ACCEPTANCES AND REGRETS.
A friendly. note of invitation, beginning somewhat after this fashion : '
" «Mr. Smith and would. be pleased to Mave you and Mr. Brown,
' etc.,” would be accepted or declined in the same dethﬂ and person, -
“as: “Mr. Brown and I accept w1th pledsure your Lmd invitation,
A e’ . To answer such an inyitation ‘with a formal acceptancc or
' regret, ‘written in the "third person, as given above would dlsplay
profound ignorance of social customs. :
“ . - An dcceptance or-regret, writtcn in the first person, reccives thc
' signature of the writer,”but onc written in the “third person remains
un51gned -To sign it would produce a cenfusion of persons “and he
: ungrammatlcal to-the last degree.  Another error to be avoided is™
B that of beginning in this fashion: “I accept with pfeasure the kmd '
: _invitation of Mr. and Mrs. John Jones,” this also producmg a change
~of person’ altogether madm1551ble Nelther must orie’ be betrayed -
", < into the mistake of using the words, « ‘will accept, ” thus throwing the
- acceptance into the future tense when, in reahty, you do accept in
 the present tense, at the moment of writing. ; :

/ : '
- . o Acceptmg a Dinner Invxtatton.

Incumbent uPO us as it is to answer the majority of our invitation R
in either the affifmative. or negativc, there are degrees of necess.l}s
~even here, for, sin as we may in all other particulars,” there is an,
" unwritten code like unto the laws of the Medes and Persians which
declareth that the -invitations to'a dinner are not' to be lightly set
aside. First,an invitation to a dinner is the highest social comphment
that a host ,and. hostess can pay to those invited, ‘and, second, the:
- Jguests are. limitéd in number and pamstakmorly arranged in congemal
'A(couples by the careful hostess. Judge, then, of )1er disappointment,
" when, at the last moment, some delinquent. sends in a hasty regret
leaving little or no time to fill that terror of all dinner-givers, that
. skeleton-at the feast, an empty chair. One such failure is sufficient to
ruin the most carefully-arranged table. and is an injury to host and
‘hostess that_ only the occurrerice of some unforeseen calarn_ty can

Justlfy
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R

‘fn answcnng an invitation it is well to rcpeat the date, as: « Your

“kind invitation for Tuesday, May fifth.” This will give an'oppor- |

tunity, if any mistakes have been made in dates, to rectlfy them at

_once. This cautlon it would be well to obscrve in answenng any .

invitation. : Ll e .
Answer dec1swely as well : as promptly Do not, if there is a doubt

* as to yotr beingable to attend selfishly keep the lists open in your

favor by suggestmg that “You hope to ‘have the pleasure,”. etc. , or, if
married, that “one of us will come.”” - This is an injustice to those

~ inviting you, who, to make a success of thelr entertainment, . must

know at once the number to be depended upon. Say “yes” or “no
promptly and abide by your decision. To do this will, in case of
refusa-l give tm@e to fill your. place at table»- '

Acceptmg a Dinner Invitation. .

.

In acceptlnd a-dinner invitation. the followmo form is very suitable.
This, of course, prc-supposes that the invitation has -also been writter
in' the third person. -(See Inv1tatlons) -

‘Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Pratt accept with pleasure the kind 1nv1tat10n of
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Potter for dinner on Tuesday, December fifteenth, at
eight o’clock., 24 Abercrombie Street. Wednesday.. ’

A gentleman mlght respond thus : -

Mr. Fremont - Miller has much pleasure in acceptmg the very kind invi-
tation of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Potter for dinner on Tuesday, December_ ’
ﬁfteenth at elght o’clock. Union: League Club. - Wednesday. ’

To answer a formal invitation carelessly and familiarly is to show a
degree of disrespect ‘to the sender, but, if the invitation be in note

form, first person, answer in- same fashion, it being usually safe to
~ follow the style of - invitation in either- acceptmo or refusing the

proffered pleasure : : :
Never “present one’s comphments in re’sponse to an 'invitation. It

is entirely out of - date; neither should one say “the politz invitation

of Mr. John Jones.” = All ir vitations are presupposed to be ‘“polite.”

=
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“Your kind” or “very kind invitation” is a gracefully-turned and
amply sufficient phrase fOr all occasions, - -

w .

Declxnmg a: Dmner Invitation.

An unexplamcd regret is often (as before mentioned) woundmg to*
the feelings of a sensitive person, leaving at times the impression that
one did not care to come. . This can zlways be avoided by particular-

izing the cause of refusal. A plea of expected absence, a previous

"engagement to dine elsewhere, a recent bereavement, or sudden illness

“in the family, are each of them good and sufficient rcasons for non- -

_acceptance and should always be meationed. . Thus, in reply to a
" formal dinner mv1tatxon a regret mxght be sent in the followum

tcrms: . . . . . .

Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Patten smcerely regret that, owmg to the sudden/
illness -of -their daughter Eleanor they will be deprwed of the pleasure /af
accepting the very kind ‘invitation of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Potter for dipner
on Tuesday, December fifteenth. 24 Abercr?mble street. Wednesday.

This form of refusal will be found suitable for- all formai occasions, - ’

varying the name of the entertainment and the cause for non- aceept-

.ance to sult the c1rcumstances : o R
. - A

’ %

%

- Persons in Mourning.
Invitations to those in' mourning should be sent as a matter of

R course, except. durmg the first few weeks of decp bereavement, when’
their sorrows are not to be intruded upon by the gayeties of the outer

- world.  After this first season of sorrow; invitations, which neither
custom nor their own feelmgs permit them to. accept should be sent,
that they may know that they are-not for(rotten in their solitude: -

To these there is always given the privilege of declining all invita-
tions without any:. specxﬁed cause therefor, their bIack—bordcrcd sta-

: tionery showing all too plainly the sad rcason. that prompted their
refusal. - They should then send their cards (black bordered) by mail
enclosed in two envclopes. < These will take the place of a personal

- call and should be the same in number. - It may by mentioned here

/ o~
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that while people in deep mourning are not usually mvited to dinners'

or luncheons, it is customary for them to receive invitations to all -

weddings and other social gatherings, and though they may not .
_accept, still it is’ gratlfymg for them to know that they are remem-
bercd in their seclusion.

Addressmg the Answer.

. The answer to_an: mvntatlon should always be addressed to the
““person_in whose name it is sent. If “Mr. and Mrs..Richard Roe |
request the ple'tsurc cte., address the . answer to ““ Mr.*and . Mrs.
Rlchard/R e’ If “Mrs. Richard Roe is At Home” on-a certain’
date, address the reply to her alonc. In case of ‘wedding invitations,
‘address all answers td the parents of the bride, in whose name they -
are sent out, never to the bride, although she may’_t;c your only
personal ‘acquaintance in the family, the civility being due to vthé
issuers of the invitation. This is customary in the case of all
invitations. . } Bt
» Wedding Invitations. .
Wedding invitations are usually thqug}’lt’ to require no answer unless -
it be to a sit-down wedding breakfast. In this case the same exact-
- ness in reply and the same form is demanded as for a dinner invitation.
If the invitation is extended to friends at a distance and pre- supposes
arl intention to entertain the recipients. for any length of tlme the obli-
gation for speedy reply is equally necessary.
~If the invitation is glven "by an.informal - ‘note, as is the case with
somc very quiet weddmgs an answer must always be returned and in
the same note form. This-attention is demanded by cqurtf‘sy .
To a large crush weddmc a regret, accomp'lmed or nat by'a ouft
may be sent if desired ; an acceptance is not nccessary. VVhere thc
. invitations are to the church only, they are amply answered by sending
or leaving cards at the house. To. receive a card stating that the

- wedded pair will be “At Home” on .certain dates, means. that' they -

desire to continue their acquaintance with the parties thus invited, who
should elther call in person or send cards promptly.

° / o . «.,‘.,,_;“_” R . e :
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‘ Weddmg Anmversanes.

Anmversary mvxtatlons require an answcr ‘thus glvmg a very

Vpkas‘mt opporturity for congratulating the happy couple: The fol-

lowing forms are ‘suitable :

‘Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Cummmgs accept with pleasurg the kmd mvxtatlon
of Mr and Mrs. Kennet Wade for Thursday evening, October  tenth, and’
present their warmest congratulations on their Silver Wedding Anmversary

Bl

Tor a refusal :

E]

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Cummlngs sincerely regret that owmg to an unex-
pected absence from town, ‘they are unable _to accept the very kind invita-
tion-of Mr. and Mrs. Kennet Wade for “Thursday evening, October. tenth,

g

" but beg to present to them their warmest congratulations on this occasion of

their Silver Wedding A‘hﬁ,iversary 24 Church Street. Wedliesday

The same formula in zmswermﬂr wxll apply to any of the. anniver-
sary festivities. .
, Theater and Opera Parties.

_These parties are frequently made up on rather short notice hnd‘_”
the invitations are-then sent to the house by special messenger who

- awaits .the reply,"which must be written at once, that the lady or.
_ gentleman giving the entertainment may be sure of a certain ‘number

to fill the box or stalls, engaged for the evening.  Occasionally, when

- the party is given by a gentleman, he takes a carriage and. gives ou*
. ithe invitations in person when-a verbal answer’is returned. ) '
s, a :

* Lipcheons and Sup_pers.
: ':anitations for these:are written in the same form as.for a dinner,
merely substituting the word “ luncheon” or * supper” for “dinner,”
and should be accepted or refused in precisely the same -style.
Answers 2lso should be sent with the same promptness that the
hostess may be certain of arranging her table satlafactorlly

N
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Other Invxtatxons.

Other invitations, aside from those alrcady. specxﬁed in this depart-
ment, scarcely demand an answer, except they bear the words: “The
" favor of an answer is requested,” or the initials, “R. S. V. P.”  Simpla

“at home ” affairs never need an answer, though cards must always .
be sent, or left in person, immediately afterward. Garden parties,-
where they are heldat any distance from the city and carriages ar>
to- be sent to convey the.guests thither, always require an answes |
“this, however, is usually indicated upon the card.

Refusing After Acceptance;

‘Should it unfortunately occur, after accepting an invitation, that, by
one of the sorrowfulw};:e{i)pemngs so often marring our best laid plang,
we are prevented from fulﬁllmfr our promise, let ‘the regrct sent be
prompt, that your hostess, especxalr/}f the entertainment be a dinner
or luncheon may possnbly, even at the eleventh hour, be able to.supply
the vacancy.” Make it explanatory as well, that she may feel positiie
that no mere whim has caused the disarrangement of ‘her plans.

What Not to Do.

Never write the word “accepts,” “regrets’ or “declines’” upon
your visiting card and send in lieu of a written note. - To do-so is not,
only an insult to your hostess but a mark as well of your own. ili-
breeding. An invitation, which is always an honor and implies the
best that your host is able to offer should always receive the courtcsy :
of. a civil reply

C
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according to

quiet attentions, not so

so vaguc as not to be
" understood.”

In this llttl(, quot'mon ngs the spmt dllJ the letter of il ctiquette
regarding courtship. The passion~of love generally appearing to..
_everyone save the man.who fecls it, so citirely dxsproportxonatc to
- the value of the object, so impossible to be entered into by any out-
side individual, that any strong cxpressions of it appear ridiculous to a
third: person. For this rcason it is that all- extravagance of feeling
~should be carcfully repressed as an offense against good breeding.

' Man was made for woman, and woman cqually for man. How

shall they treat each' other ? How shall they come to understand
their mutual relations and duties? It is lofty work to write upon this

subjcct what ought to be written~ ~Mistakes, fatal blundérs, hearts”",

ands'kv% “wrecked, homes turnéd into bcar-ﬂ'ardcns tears, miseries,

blasted bopcs awful tragedies—can you name the one most_prolific

cause‘of all these?
If our young peopl-e erc taught what they ought to ‘]\now—xf it

~were told them from infancy. up—if it were drilled into. them and thcy , A

were made to understand what now is all a mystery to them—a dark,
vague, unriddled mystery—hcarts would be happier, homes would be
brighter, lives would be worth living and the world would be better.

116 . - ,
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ThlS is now the mattcr—mattcr "ravc and scrious cnouﬂh—whlch ’

we lmvc in hand. There arc gems of wisdom founded on health,
momlxty happmcss which should be put mthm rcach of every housc-
hold in our wholc broad land. It-is a most 1mp0rtant yet ncglcctcd

- subject.  People arc squcdmlsh cursed with mock modesty, ashamed

to speak with their lips what their ‘Creator spoke through their own

* - minds and bodics when he formed them. It is time such nonscnse—

nonscnse shall we say >—rather say it is time such fatal folly were
withered and cursccf by the sobcr common scnse and rnoral duty of
universal socicty. T ' _

Courtship! Its theme, how delightiul! Its mcmdriés and associa-*
tions, how charming! Its luxurics the most - Iu*curlous proffered to ..
mortals! . Its results how far reaching, and momentdus! No mecre
lover's fleeting bauble, but life’s "very greatest work!)  None are
cqually portcntous for wood and cvil.

Errors of Love-Makmg - S ,

God's provisions for man’s happmcss are boundlcss and enaiess.
How great are the pleasares of sight, motion, br(.athmo' How much
greater those of mind!” Yet a right love surpasses them all; and can '~
render us all happier than our utmost imaginations can deplct and
a wrong more miscrable. .

- Right love-making is more xmportant than right sclection ; bccause
- it affects (,onjugfll life for the most.  Men and women need knowlcdge '
concerning it more than touching anything-élse. Their fatal errors
- show" their almost universal ignorance concerning it. That most
‘married discords originatc in wrong love- mal\mcr instead of selection,
is. proved by lovc usually decl T‘mg‘; wh11<. adaptation remains the
samc. oL, :

Right -courtship will. harmonize natural dtscordants much more_
concordants, still more tho:e already in love; which only Some serious
causes can rupture. The whole po'er of thlS love element. 1s enhsted,'_
in its perpetuity, as are all the self-interests of both... As na‘ltm'e Ss
health provisions are so perfect that only its great and long-cq_ntmued h
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b

~outrage can break it ; :so her conjugal are so numerous and perfect

that but for- outratrcous violation of her love laws all who once begin

“can and mll grow mrore and more-affectionate and happy every day.

Any man who can begin to clicit any woman’s love, can perfectly

" infatuate her more and more, solely by courting her right; and. all

LD
~,

“The- charming and fascinating power of serpents over birds is as

‘women who once start a man’s love—no very difficult achievement—

can get out of him, and: do with him, anythmg possible she pleases.

nothing copared with that a woman can, wield over a man, and he
over her.  Ladics, recall your love -hey-day. You had your lover
pcrfcctly spell-bound.  He literally knew not what he did or would -
do. = With what alacrity he sprang to indulge your every wish, at -

- whatever “cost, and do exactly as you desired! If you had. only'

courted hinr just right, he would have continned to grow still more
so till now. This7is equally truc of a man’s power over every
woman who once begins to love him.  What would you give to again

wicld that same bcwitchinﬁ wand ?-

How to Carry on Courtshxp.

Intultlon our ownt selfhood, is nature’s highest teacher and mfalhble
and tells all,'by her “still, small voice within,” whether and just

_wherein they are making love right or wrong. ~Every false step fore-

'warns all against itself ; and great is their fall who stumble. Court-
ship has its own inherent consciousness, which must be kept inviolate.
- Then throw yourself, O courting youth, upon your own interior

. sense of propriety and. right, as to both the beginning and conducting

of courtshlp, after Icarnmc all you can from these pages, and have no

fears as to rcsult_s, but quictly bide them, in the most perfect assur-

ance of their happy cventuality ! - :
“What can I do or omit to advance my suit? prevent dlsmlssal?_

- make my very best 1mpressxon> guarantee acceptance? touch my

idol's heart ? court just right ?” This is what all true courters say.
Cultivate and manifest whatever quahtles you would awaken. You

N inspire in the one you court the precise feeling and traits you yourself
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: experience. This Iaw effects this result Every faculty in cither
awakens itself in the othef. This is just as sure as gravity itself.

Hence your success must come from within, depends upon yourself -

not the one courted.

Study the specialtics, likes and dxshl\es in particular, of thc one

' courtcd, and hunlor and adapt yourself to thcm
Be extra careful not to prejudice him or her. against you by awak-

ening any faculty in reverse. Thus whatever rouses the other’s resist- .- -

~ ance against you, antagonizcs all the other faculties, and proportionally
turns love for you into hatred. Whatever wounds ambition reverses
all the other feelings, to your injury ; what delights'it, turns them in

your favor.. All the faculties create; and their action constitutes -
human nature ;. which lovers will do nght well to study. To give sn

: 1llustratlon : 2
' A Case to the Pomt

An clderly man with pomti in hIS favor, havmg Selccted a womas

- cighteen. years younger, but most . intelligent and feminine, had two

young rivals, each having more points in their favor, and came to hjs -
final test. - She thought much of having plenty of ‘money. * They saw _

- they could “ cut him' oﬁt” by showmrr her that he was, poor ; she till .

* then thmkmg his means ample. All four met around her table, and

proved his poverty. His rivals retited, sure that they had made “/is
cake dough,” leaving him with her. It was his turning-point. :He -
addresseci “himself right to- her zzfecfwm saying little about money '
" matters, but- protesting an amount of devotlon for her to which she "

. khew they were strangers and_ left hlS suit right on this one pomt
adding : .

- “You know I can make money ;- know how mtenserI esteemv

admlre idolize, and love you. Wil _not my admitted greater affec-
tion, with my earmngs, do more for you than they with more money,
but less love ?”

Her clear head saw the 'pomt Her heart melted mto hlS She" .

-said “yes.” . He triumphed by this aﬁ‘ecnonaﬂf spmt alone over thexr
much greater avaxlab:hty o A ﬁ
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Mamfcstmw the domcstxc affections and virtues, a warm, gushmg .
_ fricndly nature, fondness for children and homc inspires a man’s love
most of. all whlle cvincing - talents by a  man pccullarly cnamors .
woman. - : :

- Relations, you shall not interferc; where even parents may not ‘
Make your own matches; and let others make theirs ; especially if
.you have bungled your own. One suck bungle is one too many.

‘The partics are betrothed. _ Their marriage is “ forc-ordamed” by -
_themselves, its- ‘only rightful umpires, which all rrght-mmdcd outsiders

will try to promotc not prevent: How desplcable to separatc hu;-' '

bands and wives ! Yet is not parting those married.by a love-spirit,
equally so? Its mere legal form can but incrcase its validity, not
.create it. '\/Iarnage is a divine institution, and consists in their own
. -personal betrothal. Hence breaking up a true love-union before its’
legal consummation, is just as bad as parting loving husband and

~ wife ; which. i is monstrous All lovers who allow it are its wicked
partakers o ' coT '
Choxce of Assocxates. ,
The first pomt to be considered on this subject is a carcful choxcc

* of associates, which will often, in- the end, save future unhappiness and

dlscomfort sifice, as Goldsmith so truthfully puts it, “ Love is often .
an involuntary passion placed upon our companions without our con- -

sent, and frequently conferred \Vlthout even our prévious esteem.”
“This last most unhappy state of affairs may, to a great extent, be
- avoided by this careful choosing of companions. Especially is this
true on the-part of the lady, since, from the naturc-and constitution of
society, an unsuitable acquaintancc, frxendshlp, or alhance, is more
embarrassing and more painful for the womian than the man. As in
single life an undesirable acquaintance is more derogatory.to a woman
.“than to a man, so in married life, the woman it is who ventures' most, .
" “for,” as Jeremy Taylor writes, “she_hath no sanctuary in which to
- retire from an evil husband ; she may complain to,God as do, the
subjects of tyrants and prmces but otherwxse she hath no- appeal in
the causes of unkmdness.
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Fll‘St Steps. :

To a man who has becomne fascinated with some womanly ideal, we
.would say, if the acquaintanceship be very recent, and he, as yet, a
© stranger to her relatives, that he should first consider in detail his
position and prospects in lifc, and judge whether or not they are such
as would justify him in striving to vin the lady’s affections, and_later
on her hand in marriage.” Assured upon this point, and let no young

man think that a fortunc is neccessary for the wooing of any woman -

worth the winning, let him then gain the needful introductions
through some mutual friend to her parents of guardians,

If, on the:other hand, it is a long -acquaintance that has ripened
into admlratlon ‘this latter formality will be unnecessary.

As to the lady, her position is negative to a great extent.  Yet it is
to be presumed that her pr(_fcrcnccs though unexpressed, are decided,
and, if the attentions of a gentleman arc agrecable, her manners will
be apt to indicate, in some degrec, the state of her mind.

- Prudence, however, docs, or, should, warn her niot to. accept toa.

marked attentions from a man of whos¢ past life she knows nothing,
and of whose present ciréurstances she is equally ignorant.

Character..

There 1s one paramount consideration too oftcn overlooked and too
late bewailed in many a ruined home, and that is the character of the
man who seeks-to win a woman’s hand. Parents and guardians can-

not be too careful in this recrard and young women themselves should,-

by refusing such associates, avoid- all danger of contracting such ties.
Wealth, nor family rank, nor gemus avalleth aught if the character of
the man be flawed. = = .

Let parents teach their daughters and let girls understand for them-
selves that happiness, or peace, in married life is impossible where a

man is, in any wise, dissipated, or liable to be overeome by any- of the

fashionable vices of the day.' Better go down’ to your grave a “for-
lorn’spinster ” than marry such aman. S
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Dispositibn.

As to temper or disposition, the man or ‘woman can easily gain

some insight into the respective peculiarities of another s.temperament

by a little quiet observation. If the -gcntlcmwj\osrteous and carc-

ful in his attentions to his mother and sisters, dn bchave with case
and consideration toward all women, “irréspective -of age, rank, or’
present condition, she may feel that her first cstimate was a correct
“one.  On the other hand, should he shox%disf%?spcct toward women
as a class, sneer at sdcred things, evince an ‘inclination for cxpensive .
pleasures in' advance of his means, or for low amusements or compan-
ionship ; be crucl to the horse he ‘drivcs, or diplay an abserice of all
encrgy in his busincss pursuits, then is it time to gently, but firmly, .
repel all nearer z'tdva_nccsb on his part. : N
As to the gentleman, it will be well for him also to watch carcfully
as to the aisposition of the lady and her ¢onduct in her own family. "
If she be attentive and respectful to her parents, kind and affectionat¢
toward her bro¥ers and sistcr._s,'not' casily rufﬂéd initcmpcr and with.
inclination to cnjoy the pleasures of home ; cheerful, hopeful and
charitable in dispositiqn, thén may he feel, indeed, that ‘he has a prize
before him well worth the winning. - o ;
L If however, she should display a strong inclination towards affecta-
ti.oh.;md ﬂirtatjon ; be extremely showy or else careless in her attirc, -
frivolous in her tastes and eager for admiration, he may rightly con-
clude that very little home happiness is to be expected from her com-
panionship. - -

Tﬁﬂing.

A true gentleman will ‘néver confine his attentions exclusively to
onc lady unless he has an intention of marriage. To do so exposes
her to all manner of conjecture, lays an embargo on the formation of

other acquaiptances, may very seriously compromise her happiness, - -

i

and by after withdrawal frequently causes her the severest mortifica-
tion: * Hence a -gentleman with no thought of marriage is in hono«

" bound to make his attentions to ladies as general as possiblé, ‘

Ty
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- Still more reprehensible is the coniduct of - the man who insinuates ‘

- himself into the affections of a young girl by every protestatlon -and

: f avowal possible, save that which would be bmdmcr upon himself, and
* then withdraws his attentions with the bowstful consciousness that hé

has not committed himself,

Again, the young lady, who w111fu11y, knowmgly,. dehbcratcly, .

‘draws ona man to place -hand and heart-at her disposal simply-for

the pleasure of refusing him and thus adding onc more name to her -

list of rejected proposals is utterly unworthy the name of womari.

Ethuette of Makmg and Recetvmg Glfts

On the questxon of gifts there is a pomt of etxqucttc to be observed
' Gentlemen, as- a rule, do ‘not ‘offer ladies Ppresends, save of fruits,
flowers, or confcctlons which mfts notwnthstmdmn that a small
< fortune ‘may be lavished upon their purchase, arc supposed, in -all
‘probability from their perishable charatter, to leave no obhgatxon rest-
~ing upon the lady. :

Should the convcrsatlon howcvcr turn’ upon some new book or
musical composition, which the lady has not seen, the gentleman may,
with perfect propriety, say, “I wish that you could see ‘such ot such
- a work and, if you will permit, I should be pleased to send you a
- .copy.”. It is then optional with the lady‘éo accept or refuse.

Should a gentleman’ persist in offering oth&*oﬁ'ts there must be no
" secrecy.about it. She should take early opportumty of 'saying, in the
presence of her father. and mother, “I am very much-obliged to you

. Pk

for that.ring, pin (or other gift) which you were so kind as to- offer me "

the other day, and'T shall be happy to accept it if Papa or Mamma

does; not object.” - If the lady is positive in her objections to.receiving

gifts, it is easy to say, “I thank you for the kindness but I never take
~ expensive presents ;” or, “ Mamma never permits me to accept expen-
sive presents.”” These refusals are always to be taken by the gen-
- tlemar in good part..- Where a present has been unadvisedly accepted,
it is perfectly proper for the 'm'ot‘her to return it with thanks, saying,
“I think my daughter rather young to accept such expensive gifts,”

N
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! S
i - After an engggement is fornmlly madu the Ltl(lll(,ttc of gifts is some-

‘what altered, though cven then cxpensive presents, unless it be'the
cngagement ring, are not in the best taste. . Thesc should be reserved

B, A,

; __ior.the marriage. gifts,
= : Proposals of Marriage. .

" The proposal itsclf is a subject so closcly personal in its nature that -
K cach man must be a Jlaw unto himsclf in. the matter; and - time and

opportunity will be his only guides to success, unléss, mayhap; his
) lady-love be. the braver of the two and’ help him gently over th(,:
' " hardest part, for there be men and men; some who brook -not “no”
“for an answer, and some that a moment's hesitation on thc part of the

a0

5. S

i
i > - one souwht would scal their llps forever.

{} ‘A woman must always remember that a proposql of marriage’ is
E . the highest honor that a man can pay her, and, if she must refuse it,
w5 ‘to do so in such fashion as to sparc.his feclings as miuch as possible.

If she be a truc.and well- bred woman, both pr oposal.and-refusal will -
be kept a profound sceret from’cvery one save her parents. It is the
least balm she can offer to the wounded pride of the man who has
RO - chosen her from out all womcen to bear his name and to reign#®n’ his
home. A wisc woman can almost always prevent matters from
coming to thc point of a declaration, and, by her actions and her
prompt acceptanec of the attentions of othnrs should strive to show
the truc state of her feclings. :
A gentlcman should usually take “no” for an answer unless he be
of so persevering a disposition-as to be determined to take the fort by
-sicge; or unless the “no” was so undecided in its tone as to give
some hope ‘of finding true the poets words:

' 3 ' , ¢‘He gave them but one tongue to say us, ‘Nay,’
; And two fond eyes to grant.”’

§° 7 Onthe gentleman’s part a decided’ rcfusal should be recelved as

A calmly as possible, and his resolve should be in no way to annoy the

£ cause of all his pain. If mere indiffercnce be or seem to be the origin . -
R of the refusal, he may, after a suitable length of time, press his suit
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ETIQUETTE OF COURTSHIP. AND MARRIAGE. 195
once .moré; but if an avowed or evident preférence for anothér_be the
reason, it becomes impcrativé;’ that he should ‘at once withdraw from
the field. _Any reason that the lady- may, in her compassion, sce fit .
~ to give him as cause for herrefusal, should ever remain his inviolable
~ secret. ’ ’ ST

At engagement you have mercly selected, so that your fémiliarity' K
- should be only_’in_télléctual," not affectional,  You are yet more -, .
acquaintances  than companions. As sup changes from midnight -
darkness intoA’no‘onda‘y brilliancy, ‘and heats, lights up, and ‘warms
- gradually, and as summer “lingers in the lap of spring ;" so marriage
should dally inl the'lap of courtship, Nature’s adolescence of Jove
should never be crowded into a premature - marriage.. The more
. 3 personal, the njorc'impatient it is’ yet to establish 'i‘tAs Platonic aspect
 takes more time than is usually given it; so that undue haste putsTit
upon the carnal plane, which soon cloys, then disgusts, ’

.theqomiﬁg Haste. ' R

-Goyness and modesty always élcéqmpany‘ female love, which invol.-

pleasures of courtship are unsurpassed throughout life, and quite too
great’ to be curtailed by hutrying marriage. And enhancing or
diminishing them redoubles or curtails those of 'xnam'age‘a hundred-
fold more. A happy courtship promotes conjugal felicity more. than
anything elde whate,ve;. A lady, asked -why she didn’t marry, since
she had so many making love to her, replied : “Because being courted
Is'too great a luxury to be spoilt by marrying.” S N
No man should wait to make his pile. Two must acquire a compe-
tence conjointly, in order fully to really enjoy it together, This alone - =,
- €an give full zest to whatever Pleasures it produces. C

J
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A formal proffer of mamage natura]ly fo]lows a man’s sélection and
decision as to whom he will marry. Consent to“canvass their mutual
adaptations [implics consent to marry, if all is found satlsfactor) “yet
a final test and Tonsummation fHow . became nccessary, both: to bring
this whole matter to a focuq artd allow both to state, and obviate' or
waive, those objections which must nccds exist on both sides ; 3 mclud-
ing any improvements possible in exthcr. o -

"How to Deal w1fh Objectxons.

The best time to state and waive or remove all 0bjLCthll§ seeming

and real, not alrcady adjusted, is at his proposal, and her acceptance.

A verbal will do, but a written is much better, by facilitating future

. reference. A long future awaits their marriage ; hence committing this-

its initial point ‘to writing, so that both can look back to it,is most
desirable. And he can propose, and she accept, much' better when

alone, and ‘they have all theit faculties under full controll than ver-
bally, perhaps,”when _excited. - Those same primal reasons for rcducma
all other contracts to writing obtain doubly in reference to margiage -

You who fear awkwardness on paper, remember that true hurman -

nature always appears well, even when poorly dressed. A diamond
is no less brilliant because set in clay. ~Mode is nothing reahty every-
thing. All needed to appear well is to fee/ right, and express hatu-
rally what is felt. SaymO‘ plamly what you have to say, is all required. -

The acceptance or rejection should also be unequivocal, or any

contmgenaes stated, and waived 1f minor, but -if they can’ neither be

obviated nor compromised, should terminate thej r relations, that both
may look elsewhere. If any bones of conten ion exist, now.is the

time to inter them finally, and to take the i initiatofy steps for perfecting ‘
both in each other's eycs. Bear in mind that as yet your relations

are still those of business merely, because neither has acquired or con-
ceded any- right to love or be loved. - Without pretending to give
model letters of proposal, acceptance, or rejection, because varying
circumstances will vary each ad infinitum, the following may serve as
samples from which to work :

v

S
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¢« MucH ESTEEMED FrIEND: As we have agrec'.d to canvass our mutual /

adaptations for marriage;-and ) my own mind is fully made up, a final decision i

now becomes necessary: _
“¢“What 1 have learned of and from you (onﬁrms that high opmron of you

which prompted my selection of. you, and inspires d desire to consummate it.

YOT\pleasmg manner and mode_of saying and doing thmgs ; your intelli-

gence, taste, prudence;-kindness, and many other excdlcnues, 1nsp1re my

highest adiniration. : .
“Will you let me love w what Iso muc h admlrc : o “

+¢But my affections are sacred. - I can bestow thun only.on one who ’

la//)m[atm them ; will. bestow them upon you, if you wxllsbutow yours on-

me’; not.otherwise ; for only mutual love can. render uthtr happy.. 1can -

-..and will love you alone, with all my, heart, provided you can and will love

~ only me, with alk of yours. Do you accord me this privilege, on, this con-

.dition, for life, forever? »I crave to make you my. wife ; to lve with and

i'(')r you, and p:offer you my wholct)cmg with honest, assiduous toil, fidelity

to business, what talents I possess, and all I can do to contribute -to- your -

creature comforts. - Do you accord me this pr1v11ege, on. this cond.non?

May I enshrine you as queen of my life?

4.

“¢Say wherein you find me faulty, or capable of improvement in your
eyes, and I will do my utmost, consistently with my gonscience, to render
myself worthy and acceptable to you: 5}’ ) ‘

I wis._some things were different in you—that youvhad better health, . 4
arose earller were less 'mpulsnc knew more about keeping house, etc. ; yet
these minof matters sink into” mswmﬁcan( ¢ in comparison with )gur many ex- -

“zellences, and especially that whole-souled affection cbviously inherent in you.

“¢ Deliberate fully, for this is a lifc* affair, and if, in orde;,,eo deude .o
]ud1c1oucly, you requir¢ to know more of me;. ask me, or and — = v
Please reply as soon as you can well decide. . . . _ -

» ¢ Decline unless you accept cordially, and can love me truly and wholly -
bit if you can and will rccipr;)cate my proffered affection, say yes, and -
~ indicate. _your own time and mode of our marriage. Meanwhile, with the- ’
highest rcga?s, pi am, and hope ever to remain, Yours truly, .
R . : - "A.B.T

A true woman could gi\fe;i'*bctter answer than the following, which
does not claim to be a model. It is hardly time yet for a gushing

0y
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;love-letter, or we would not profane this sacred subject by making tﬁe

attempt ; yet should like to receive one in spirit somewhat as follows:

¢« DEAR Sir : Your proffer of your hand and heart in marriage has been
duly received, and its important contents fully considered.. S
~ ¢¢I accept your offer: and on its énly condition, that I reczpromte your

.' love, which I"do completely; and hereby both offer my own hand and

heart in retarn, and consecrate my entire bemg, soul and body, all I am and
can become; to you alone; both according you the ¢privilege’ you crave of

«Thank Hcaven that this matter is settled ; that you are in-very deed
mine, while I am yours, to love and be loved by, live and be lived with and
for; and that my gushing affections have d-ﬁna.htsnng«place on -one every
way so worthy of the fullest rec1procal sympati‘y and trust.

_.¢¢The prelxmmarles of our marnage we will arrange whenevet 1 we meet,
which I hope may be soon. - But whether sooner or later, or you are.present
or absent, I now consider myself as wholly yours, and Jou; ali"'mme and
both give and take the fullest privilege of chenshmg and efpressmg for you
that whole-souled love I find -even now gushing up and- calling for expres-
sion. Fondly hoping to hear from and see you soon and often, I remain
wholly yours forever, ] - C.D.”

Seal_ing "the Vow. . o

-The vow and its tangible witnesses come next. All agreements

require to be attested ; and this as much more than others as it is the

- most obligatory. Both need ifs unéquivocal and mutual mementos,

‘to be cherished for all time'to come as its perpetual witnesses.  This
vow. of each to the other can neither be made too strong, nor held too
sacred. If ¢alling. God to witness will strengthen your mutual adjura-
tion, swear by Him and His throne, or by _w,hétever else will render it

- inviolabie, and commit it to writing, each transcribing a copy for the

other as your,  most sacred rehcs to be enshrined in your ¢ holy ot

N holles

Two witnesses are requlred one for each A ring for her and
‘locket for him, containing -the” likeness of both, &s always showing
‘how they now look, or any keepsake both ,n:'ay select, more or less

‘valuable, to be handed',_dgwﬁ to their postenty, will answer. . '

-
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- Your mode of conducting your future affairs should now be arranged.
Though . 1mplled in selection, yet it must be specified in detail. Both
should arrange your mamage relations ; say what each desires to do,
and have done; and draw out a deﬁmtc outline ‘plan of the various
positions you desire to maintain towards each other. Your future

_home must be discussed: whether you will board, or live in yotrown

house, rented, or owned;' or built, and after. what pattem;@r with

either or which of your parents. " And it is vastly important that wives

determine most as to “their domiciles’; their internal arrangements,
rooms, furmture madnagement ; respectmg \Vthh they are consu}t( d
quite too little, yet cannot well be too much. :

Farhily ‘rules, as well as national, state, corporate, financial, must be .
established. They are most needed, yet least practiced in marriage.

Without them, all. must be chaotic. Ignoting them'is a great but
common marital error. The Fnends wnsely make family method

cardinal.
A Full Understandmg.

Your general treatment of each other now espec1ally reqmres tobe

mutually agreed upon. Eacl should say, “I should like to treat and
be. treated by you thus, but not so; and let.you do this but not that;”
and both ‘mutually agree on a thousand. like minor points, better

definitely arranged at first.than left for future contention ; each making <

requisitions, ‘conceding privileges, and stipulating for ~any fancies,
“idols, ‘or “reserved rights.” : B
- Differences must needs arise, which cannot be ad_]usted too soon.
Those constxtuhonally inherent in each should be adjusted in love’s
z'arly stages ; it matters less how, than whether to your mutual satis-
faction.  Or if this is meos&ble ‘““agree to disagree;” but settle on
" somiething. :
- A concessionary spirit is 1nd1spensab1e and mheres in love. Neither
should insist, but both concede, in" all things; each .making, not
‘demanding. sacnﬁces - The one who low:s most will yield to oblige
" most.  What course will make .both’ happlest should overrule all your

“mutual relatlons» ' ‘ : ‘ o

9 : T .

X
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Wnte down and file all. Your present decxswns, subject to mutuat
changes and amendments, will become more and more important for
future reference, as time rolls on, by enabling each to correct both;
. for our own changes make us think others have changed. A

- mutual diary- is desirable; for incidents now seemmgly trivial,.
may yet become 1mportant - '

Important Triffes. . o ," :

Sée or correspoﬁd with each other’ often. . Lové will not bear
neglect.. Nothing kills it equally. In this it'is most exacting.: It
‘will not, should not, be second in anything. First or nothing,” i
its motte. Meet as often as possible. After its fires have once been
" lit, they must be perpetually resupplied with their natural fuel; else
‘they die down, go out, or go. elsewhere; and are harder to rckmdle :
than to llght at first. _

. A splendid young.man, son of one of New England’s most talented
‘and pious divines, endowed with - one of the very best of -organisms, -
»hysical and phrenological, having selected his mate, and plighted
_neir mutual vows, being the business manager of a large manufactory,
. and obliged to defend -several consecutive.lawsuits for, . patent-right
-+ infringements, neglected for weeks to write to his betrothed, presup-
posing; of course, that all was right. ~This offended her ladyship, and

allowed evil-minded meddlers to sow seeds of alienation in her mind;
persuade her to send him his dismissal, and accept a marriage. proposal
from another. . :

As he told his moumful story, he seemed kae a sturdy oak riven
by lightning and torn by whirlwinds ; its foliage scorched, bark
stripped, limbs tattered, even its very rootlets scathed; yet standing, a
stern, proud, defiant, resolute wreck. A gushing tear he manfully
tried but failed to suppress.” His llps qulvered and voice faltered.

_ Perceiving his xmpendmg fate, he seemed to dread his future more

‘than present; and hesitated. between self-abandonment, and a merely -

* mechanical, objectless, business life. * In attempting his salvation, by -

" proﬂ'ermg advice to the “broken—hearted ” he respectfully but firmly

¢
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.declinéd;"delib.erately ‘pre‘férrihg bld-baciielofship, with all its d'ea;‘x"ths, |

of which he seemed fully conscious. He felt as if‘he had been deeply
* wronged. '
Yet was not he the first practically to repudxate ? He suﬁ"ered ter-

nbly, because he had sinned grievously, not by commission; but omis-’

sion. He felt the deepest; fullest, manliest love, and- revelled in anti-
cipations of their future union, but did. not express it; which was to
her as if he had not felt it ; whereas, had he saved. but one, minute
“per week to write’ lovmcrly, “I long to be with you, and love you
still,” or, “Business ‘does not, cannot diminish my - fondness ”? he
would have saved her broken vows, anid his broken' heart.

Mmglmg other enjoyments with love, by going together. to. picnics

and parties, sleigh-rides and Mayings, concerts and lectures, marvel- .

'Iously cements the affections.

Love Feeds on Love.

>

Meet in your most” attractive habiliments of mind and person.

French ladies will see their affianced only when arrayed in their best - |

toilet. Yet mental charms vastly surpass . mxllmery Nelther can
~ render yourselves too lovely. .

Express affectionate fondness in your visits and letters ; the more
° the better, So that you keep it a sentiment, not debase lt by animal
passion. It is still establishing .its rootlets, like young corn, instead

of growing. Allow no amatory excitement, no frenzied, delirious
intoxication with it ; for its violence, like every . other, must react only :

-« exhaust and paralyze itself by .its own excesses.
‘ .\fﬁanced young man, life flas its epochs, whxch revolutlomze it for
gooa or bad. You are now in one. You' have heretofore affiliated

- much with men; formed habits of smoking or chewing tobacco;
_indulged in late suppers; abused yourself in ‘various ways4 perhaps -

been on sprees. Now is your time to ‘take a new deparFure from
whatever is evil to all that is good and pure. Break up most of your
‘masculine associations ; and affiliate chiefly with your affianced. Be

" outno more mghts Let your.new responsibxhtles and relaﬁons brace

T
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"’ you up agamst their temptatlons and if these are not sufficient, your
- prospective spouse will help. No other aid in resisting temptation
and inspiring to good equals that of a loving, loved woman.

Break off from your cronyisms, clubs, societies, all engagements
~except such as mean imperative, cold-blooded Business. - Your new
ties furnish an. excellent excuse. All your spare time and small
- change are wanted for lzen _To give to bad habits the time and
- money-due to her and settmg up in life, is outrageous -Bend every-
thing to your new relations, them to nothing. Now’ s your time to
‘turn over a new leaf, and turn_ all the angles, corners and right-about -

faces needed. - : .
~ Affianced: maiden, you have some departures to take and ‘corners

- to turn, Your life has till now been frivolous, but has now become

‘serious. You have no more need of toilet fineries; for “your market -

\ - is made,” and you have work on hand far mare important, namely, -
- fitting yourself for your new duties. Find out what they demand of

you, and set nght about making a premium wife and mother. Both
begin life anew. Forgettmg the past, plant and sow now what you

would gather and become always, , S .

The Best of all Possessxons.

Woman is man’s choicest treasure. That is the most, precxous whxch _
confers the most happiness. . She is adapted to render him incom- -
parabl); happier than any other terrestrial possession. . He can enjoy
luscious peaches, melting pears, crack' horses, dollars and other things
innumerable ; but a well-sexed man can enjoy woman most of -
‘He is poor indeed, and takes little pleasure in .this life, be his pc ases—' o
“sions -and social position what they may, who takes no pleasure with
her. All description utterly fails to express the varied and exultant
enjoyments God has engrafted ‘into a right sexual state. Only few:
h experiences can attest how many and great, from. mfancy ‘to death, T
and throughout etermty itself.. All God could do He has done to'
“rénder each sex superlatively happy in the other. Ofall his beautiful
- and perfect work; this is the most beautiful and perfect. -Of all his
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" benignant devices, this is his fost benign. ~All the divine attﬁbuféé '

~ al]- human happiness, converge in. male and female adaptations to -

mutual epjoyments.

Each is correspondingly preCnous to the other. Man shoul‘d prize '

many things, yet woman is his pearl of greatest price. He should . ..
preserve, ‘cherish, husband ‘many life possessions, but woman ther
- most. -He has many jewels in his crown of glory, but sheis his gem-"_
jewel, his diadem. What masculine luxury equals maklng women in
general, and the loved one in partlcular ha.ppy? : :

‘The Source of Mlsenes.

Begmmng and conducting courtshlp as this chapter dlrects avo;dmg
_the errors and followmg the directions it specifies, will Just as surely
- render allsuperlatively happy as sun will rise to-morrow. * Scan their
sense. Do they not expound nature’s love-initiating and consum-
mating ordinanices? Are they not worthy of being put into practice ?
Discordants, can you not trace many of your.antagonisms and miseries'
to their ignorant violation ? Parents, what are they worth to put-intd
your children’s hands, to forewarn them against carelessly, ignorantly,
- spoiling their marriage? ~Young ladies, what are they worth to -you,
as showing you how to so treat your admirers as to gain and redouble
'their heart’s devotion? Young men, what are these ‘wémings and
teachings worth to you? God'in his natural laws will bless all who
practice, curse all:who violate them. - ~

The conduct ‘during engagement on the part of the gentleman
. should be marked, by the utmost courtesy toward and confidence in

.thé woman of his choice; a state oﬁ feeling' which she’ should fully
reciprocate. ' -

In public their behav1or toward one another should not be markedly
different from that displayed by them toward other men’ and women
of their acquaintance ; .save that the bridegroom-elect should be on
the watch that not the slightest wish of the lady be unfulfilled.

As for the lady, while she 15 not expected to debar herself from

accepting the customary courtesies extended by the gentlemen of her -

\
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acquamtance a shght reserve should mark her, conduct in acceptmg
them.. At all places of amusement or entertainment she should\appear

either in the company of her fiance, or that of some relative. ; -

'She should never captiously take offensc at her fiance's showing the
same attention to other ladies that she, in her turn, is willing to accept
from otheér gentlemen, and she should take the same pains to please
his taste in trifles that he does to gratify her slightest wish.

This ‘does not mean, though, that in the selfishness and blindness of

- -iove—and, love is very blind and selfish sometimes—she is to shut

herself up to his- compamonshlp at all times, excluding him from the

* -family circlé of which he is so soon to become a member, and ‘“pairing
off” on all occasions, thus rendering both the mark for silly jestings. .

How to Cherish Love. - '“ ’ y
But, iri_sober matter-of-fact, that little ring of gold does not mean
atter blindness. It does not mean that she is to devote her evenings
excluswely to the chosen one, ignoring her family entirely. It does

not mean that she is to accept valuable presents of all kinds at his~

' hands to expect him. to give up all hlS friends for her sake,.nor to

confide all the secréts of the household to his keeping, but, as one
wise woman says, to “ guard herselt in word and deed ; hold his love
in -the best way possible ; tie it ﬁrmly with the blue nbbon of hope,
and never let it be eaten away by the little fox who destroys so many -
loving ties, and who is called familiarity.” .

Neither is this counsel to be deemed over- cautlous since, alas' even
are sometimes broken in this uncertain world, and
surely there is no womanly woman that would not in such an event
reflect gladly, as she took up her life once more at the: old point, that ,
she had remembered these things. : . S

A domineering, jealous disposition on either side before mamagc is
not the best possible guarantee for after happmess, and if these traits"
are clearly shown during an engagement, the individual who escapes

Yy

_from: such thraldom before it is too late has shown conclusxvely that,

dxscretxon whlchls at times, the better part of valor,
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- Conduct TdWard Parents. v
. The gentleman should _exercis¢ some tact in regard to hlS conduct
toward the family of his betrothed Marked attention should be shown
toward the lady’s mother. He should accommodate himself as much
as possible to the wishes, habits and ways of the household, and not
being, as yet, a member of the family, he should not presume to show

. an intrusive familiarity ‘of conversation. -

The lady, on her part, s ould strive to show consideration, friend-

" liness, and a desire to please the parents of -her husband-that-is-to-be.

[

Thus.both will unite in the endeavor to overcome that loving Jealousy
so natural on the part of those who see the claims of anothér grown .

paramount in the heart of onc of their number, and feel that these
new links'are fast bccomlmr stronffcr than ties of blood and relation-
ship. :

The respectzw_ families should meet these advances with all kind-

ness, and should also ¢ndeavor, in. view of the. new ‘union pending
between them, to mdl\e if this be necessary, onc another’s’ acquaint-
ance as soon as convenient. .
‘Length of Engagements.

Engagements should not be entered upon prematurely, a certain

degree of acqumntanceshxp proving no mean preparation for an

arrangement of this mture. But when an engagement is once formed

- =_‘3t'should not, in the majority of cases, be of an undue length. This

is a matter to be settled by the wishes or the cnrcumstances of the
. contracting partles

It is oftimes the measure of wisdom, where the" obstacle is lack of )

fortune, to risk some degree. of deprivation, rather than submit to a

~ long-protracted engagement; the man, as head of the new home,

finding a fresh motive for ambitious striving, and both parties being

‘preserved from that coolness of feeling too often attendant upon years:

of waiting. No homes are. happier than those constructed on the
prmc1ple of economy and patxent eﬁ'ort : : o

LI B
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Broken Engagements

Not unfrequently does it occur that cnrcumstances arise that render
the  dissolution of-an engagement mevxtable, and, as such a course, -
unless. mutual, of necessity involves an injury to the feel;ngs of one
party, great care and dellcacy should be employed in approachmg the
subject. - :

If the occasion should arise on the lady s side, it must be remem-

- bered that she is not bound to ‘declare any other reason than her own '
‘sweet will. ‘It is better, however, for feasons to be frankly given,
that the step may not be attributed to mere caprice on her part. On
_ the side of the man the reasons must be strong, ;ndeed that can
- justify him in breaking a solemn engagement sought of his own free
will; and urged by him upon the object of his choice. By thus
- releasing himself he not unfrequently leaves the lady in an embarass-
ing position ‘before the public, not to mention the possible injury that
may be.inflicted upon the deepest feelmgs of her heart.

If the cause should arise from any fault on the part of the lady, a
man of honor will ever preserve the strictest silence on the subject. -

" If from sudden failure in his own fortunes he should feel himself in
- duty bound to relmqulsh his hope of present happiness lest he selfishly
drag another down to penury, let the reason be carefully and clearly

exp ined. : . -
AK the conclusion of an engagement let every gift, including the
engagement ring, and all photographs. and letters ‘that have been
i hanged between the twg,be promptly returned by each that as
le as possible may remain to remind of the days that are done. It
is/especially a point of honor on the gentleman s part to retain nothmg
that the lady may. have gwen or written, him. ‘

o Ethuette of Married Llfe

) Mamage, to the elect, may be fitly termed a state of grace, but
vithout a close observance of all the courtesies that tend to uplift
everyday life 1 in some degree above the narrowness of mere exlstence

%
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it may but too’ easily become what the old cynic declared it to be

when he wrote, “ Mamage isa feast in whlch the grace is sometimes .

. better than the dinner.”

Mutual confidence and mutual~respect are the two prmcxpal factorsﬁ' -

in" the case. Without thes&t}g::’}an ‘be none of that harmony so
necessary to happiness in the s atrimonial. - And not only this,
but they should strive to be mutually entertaining. »

" The pains they took during their engagement to be agreeable to
one another at ‘a'time whcn they were by no means entirely dependent

upon themselves for compamons}np, would surely not be amiss in’

'rendenng pleasant the years, and it may be decades of years, during
whick they must be to a great extent dependent» upon.each other for

entertainment. The young man who spent so much time at the home .
of a certain lady that he was finally asked why, if he was in love with o

-her, he did not marry her, uttered’ a sad truth when he answered,
“Ah,. but where then should T pass my evenings?” A reflection

. upon the agreeableness of marricd life that might easxly be avoided by
the exercise of care and tact on both bldCS :

>

The Art of. Agreeableness

: Phrhp\lee Hammerton, in his- Zntcllectual L ife, w1sely suggests :
“A maﬂlﬂdrée)uple are clearly aware that, in the coursc of a few?ears

their<society is surc to become mutually uninteresting un]éss some- .
' thing is\done. What fs that something? Every:author who sucfx'eds ‘
takes. the trouble to renew his mind by fresh knowledge, new thoughts.-

So, is it not at least worth ‘while to do as much to preserve the interest
of marriage?” :

The wife who dresse,s for her husband’s sake who reads that she
© may quahfy herself for conversation with him, who makes him. the
chief end of her cares, and the husband who brmgs home from the
outside world some of its life and animation to share with her, who

has a loving. interest in all ‘that she has done for his pleasure, and, if .

wealth be a stranger at their door stands ready to lift the heaviest
" burdens from her shoulders, have solyed for themselves the prpblem_

R
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of married- happmess and’ found 1t to bc a condition whcrexn every Jey

is doubled and -every sorrow halved

"Duty Toward One Another.

Let the wife have no, confidant as to the little shortcomings of her

" husband, over which love, as well as ‘pridc, should draw a sheltering
“veil.  Never listen tp an unkind tale of hispast or present mista‘ke,s,; '

and count all those who would seck thus to destroy your peace of

mind as your bitterest cnemies. Let the husband in his turn remem-

ber that an unkind or slighting word qpokcn 'of his wife, touches his

~ own honor to the quick, and -be instant in resenting the words that

- should never have been spoken in his presence. ]

Another point to be - remembered in view of the duty of husband
and wife toward one another; is with rceference to attending church or
entertainments._ The wifc has, in all probability, left a home where

- the different members 1¢ houschold were ready to accompany each
other whenever oecasion served, and young friends were planning many -
pleasant outing, and now shc is 'w holly,dépendent upon her husband
_ for all of thesc things.” ILct hlcr beware, Unider these circumstances, of
allowing hersclf to attend church, lecture, or any other evening enter-
~ tainment, in the company of well-meaning fricnds.  For the husband,
once seeing that his wifc can attend these places without his assist- . -
ance, will soon,if such be his disposition, remain sclfishly home at .
all times, or, if otherwise inclined, still more selfishly find his amuse-
. ' ment in places widely foreign to his wife’s happiness or péace of mmd
' The carelessness of many well-meaning men in this respeck is the
caase of very much unhappiness that might be wholly avoided by a
little consideration as to the utter dependence of the wife _upon her
"husband for all these recreations.

Home Attu-e.

This is a subject that it should be unnecessary to- to*ueh upon, but
_~unfortunately, too many bright, pretty, carefully-dressed girls degen-
erate -into careless, fretful, untidy and illy-clad young wives, whose.

IS
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' presenee 1$anythmg but a joy forever to the mdmduals who -must
face' them a'croq;s the family board for three hundred and sixty-five -
- days in every year. And it is this careless young woman who is first
to complain-that “ John does not care for 'mé in the least, now we are
- married,” whlle John is very apt to think, « If Carrie would only take A
just a little of the pains- to please me now that she did six months' - o
ago, how much happier we would be.” And John is quite right i ’
about it. This very carelessness on the part of wives has marred the -
happiness of more than one .new home. The ribbon, the flower, the
color that ¢ John likes”’ and the smile that crowns all are .magical in.
their effects. = + . > '
Then let John always femember to brmtr to this home a pleasant '
face, from which busms_:ss,,,}caxes are driven away;and a readiness to
" please and be pleased; that mects the wife's attempts half way, and the
evening meal will be made delightful. by pleasant chat, which should
never consist of a 7ésumé of the day’s trlbulatltébs ‘but should turn on
" subjects calculated to remove from the mind all trace of their existence,’
and thus will they arise at its closc bctter and happler for the hour
that has passed : . _ s :

@ -

SUENSUNINUSE

[,

Household and Personal Expenses...

‘ One of the chief sources of unhappiness in martied life is the stnfe' ‘
A ansmg from the vexed question of hdme and personal expenses. In’ i
‘the first place, the husband frequently fails in regard to, openriess with ,
“regard to his business concerns and profits; thus the wife, entirely -
. ignerant as to what amount she may safely spend, errs too often on
‘the 'side of extravagance, ﬁndmg too late, when a storm of reproach .,
descends upon her innocent head, where and how she has sinned. .

- Then, too, it is often a sore trial to the wife’s pride to ask: for the . -
money necessary to keep her own wardrobe in repair. . Especially is
this the case when, before mamage, she was in receipt of her own
money, earned by her own hands. It seems to her that her husband -

“ought to see.that she has need of certain articles, ;ind the very fact
that he does not, leads her to the false supposition that he has ceased -
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to care for her, while he, lf there was any thought about it in hlS mmd -

would say, “ Why doesn’t she ask for money - if she wants 1t? She
knows I will gwe it to her if I have it.”

All these troiibles would be avoided if married couples early came

toa definite understanding on -this subject, and a certain sum were

- set aside which the wife was to receive weekly for household expenses, -

her personal wants to be supplied from such surplus as she .may be

#able to save from out this. sum, or in some other way prov1ded for by -
a'stated amount, both of whxch sums should be under her exclusxve ‘

: unquestxoned control
Some simple system of aCCounts should then be kept and regularly
gone . over together on every quarter * A mutual agreemeént thus
'estabhshed on the- money question, much annoyance and mu\ch
extravagance may be prevented It is'not too much to suggest that

perhaps, it might not bé amiss to present an acqount of the husband’ s

expenses also, at these quarterly reckonings.

Above all things, never let the wife, from a wéak desire to gratlfy
her own personal vanity, enter. upon some extravagant purchase, the
amount” of which she must congeal Fom’ her husband, and (vainly
Qﬁ:en) strive to pay in small amounts savccfor ‘borrowed. The result
is usually exposurc sometimes disgrace, pecuniary loss and loss of

esteem in the husband’s eyes. . Perfect conﬁdence is the only basxs |

upon which happmess can be- safely founded . ) o
~ o

o

A Pleasant Dlsposmon.

Culttvate on both 51des a dlsposmon to restram all unseemly exhi-
bitions of temper: Hysterics and prolonged’ and repeated fits of tears

~ soon lose their effect; and, at the last, a Ralf-pitying contempt is their =

" only result Letall conversation be refined in its tore. The force of

»example in this respect carries with it a silent, 1mpressxve power “that

- is not easily’ resisted and lapses therefrom involve a loss of this "influ-
ence that cannot be easnly estimated. '

- Profanity, too, is a deadly foe in the household and any wife thati “

permlts her husband to swear in her presence either to herself or




ETIQUETTE OF COURTSHIP. AND MARRIAGE. = 141

concemmg others lessens ‘her own se]f-respect each time it occurs.
That profanity can be repressed, has been shown her by the fact that,
no matter how long the previous engagement may have lasted, no
word of such import escaped the man’s lips in her presence, and
surely the woman chosen to be head of his home is no less worthy of
his respect than was thegirl he wooed. - -

The habit of mdulgmg in cutting or harsh remarks is one to be
guarded against. - Mutual politeness should be’ exercised by both.
Rusband and wife, and”in all cases watch should. be set over the

mouth, and the door of the lnps well kept

Boardmg Versus’ Home Life. »
The tendency in all large cities, at this present time, points toward

fashionable boarding-houses, or expensive 1:_)dging—houses, as the

" nuclei round which the newly-married most do congregate.

- Tt may be that the wife is utterly unused to the care of a house (in
which case the sooner she learn the art, the happier for both pames)

or, perhaps the ﬁnanaal resources of the. husband are unable to =~ -~ ,

support the drain consequent upon furnishing a home that shall gratafy

the foolish pride of the wife. But, whatever the cause, the effects are:

the same, and are to be found in the utter unfitness of women adopt-

ing this manner of existence for any of the serious duties of life that,

"sooner or later, come upon all who wear this mortal garb.

Then, too, in the idle, censorious, gossiping, novel-reading life that’

flourishes in this hothouse exnstence, the seeds of hfe-long misery are
not unfrequeiitly SOWR— : .

- Let a home, then, however small, be one of the ﬁrst consxderatlons .

- in beginning the married life, and let the adding to, and the beautxfy-
ing of;-this precious possessxon ‘be the duty and the pnvrlege of the
~ years*to come.

- To the wife, in her housewxfely role, belongs the care of overseeing .

or, accomplishing with her own hands, the: varied duties that go to
secure the daily well-being of the home. She must see that t_he aooms
are bright, neat, and cosily arrangéd ; that the meals are ap_pe;tiﬁ&gly

P
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»

~and punctually served and be herself neatly and tastefully atm'ed to

presxde at the table.
- Due allowances are to be made for the amount of ‘manual labor she

. has been obhged to perform with her own hands, still, by care and:

tact a woman can always maintain a certain degree of neatness: "

~ Let the husband, on his. part, bring into the home cheerﬁﬂness,
© with a quick remembrance of all those little attentions that go 'so far
- toward making up the sum of earthly happiness. Let him see that,
to the best of his ability, the home wants are provxded for, and be not
e )rgetful to lend the help.of - his stronger ‘hand wherever needed.

o (Read carefully other }nmts in department of Home Ethuette)
Never demand of jour wife more ‘than you are willing to glve I

- you desire to be’received with smiles, enter the- house with azg‘heerful ‘

~mein, and you will find there’ are few women who are not wx]hﬁg to
give measure for measure, and. even a little more than théy recél of

~ kindly attention. For a wife will usually. shine, like the, mqox by

reflection, and her happmess will always reﬂéct your own ’
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for mv1t1t10ns to alloccasions of this sort, and

‘acceptances and regrets of the same, card- sending, etc., have been
~ fully treated in their respective departments. The observances imme-
diately preceding, during, and. followmg the ceremony, are now: to -

recewe consideration. .
Paymg for .the Cards.

- The form size'and use of these important bits of pasteboard having

been: before stated, it only remains for us to say here that all the

- expenses relative.to their purchase and distribution are to ‘be borne

- ‘ solely by-the parents ‘or other guardians of the bride. To have it =
*otherwise implies a lack of delicacy on the part of the bride, and kgys -
upon her a certain amount of obligation which every right-minded o

girl would desire, above all thmgs to avoid. Hence when the parents
.are financially unable to incur the expense, good taste demands that

all display be abandoned and the couple be quletly married in the
s presence of “the family- only.

x'\‘

The bride should always remember that until the fateful words are

spoken that make the twain -one flesh, she has'no claim whatever on
the purse of her future husband, and conduct herself accordingly.
Hence" it is_that' a very plain ‘#rousseax is more commendable to

¢
% i
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TN disscussing the important subject
] - of etiquette as connected with.

* saries, it may be mentioned here that the forms o

‘,* y the self-respect":ﬁf'xhe wearer, than the elaborate outfittings, toward -
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- the purchase of - whxch the groom-expectant has largely contnbuted
and which, in case of the oft-recurring “slip twixt the cup and the .
lip,” must weigh heavily upon the maiden’s pride: .
~ Even the “ after cards” are usuaIly ordered by the parents with the =~
) others and paid for at the same time. If] however they are ordered
after marriage, they are paid for by the groom. .
- There is only one exceptlon to the rule of the bride’s parents pay-
» ing for 'the wedding cards, and this occurs when .the wedding cere- .
mony is performed. quletly in church and the receptlon for -some
“reason, is held at the home of the grooms parents in which g
they, as the entertamers properly pay for, and issue, the cards of
invitation. . *

“ The groom, in. England always pays for the carriage that conveys-
himself and bride to the station after the ceremony and reception are
past, but in this country the fashionable fither usually claims the
_privilege of sendmg them on this ﬁrst stage of their married life in his
own carriage. However, the groom buys the ring and a bouquet for

" thé bridey furnishes -dainty presents for the bridemaids, remembers the

+_ best man“and the ushers, pays the clergyman’s fee, the size of which
‘is to be regulated only by his inclination, or the length of hlS purse—
stnngs and furnishes the marriage hcense :

~ : Nammg the Day.

This privilege belongs by right to the lady ] herself but in reality,.
‘the business’ engagements of the groom, and the time when he can
best leave for the bridal tour have much to do in settling the exact
-date for which the invitations. shall be issued. . In véry fashionable
cu’cles it is the mother that names the day of her daughter’s marriage.
Time was when during the two weeks, or longer, elapsing between

the issuing of the invitations and the occurrence of the wedding, the
 bride-expectant was not to be seen in public, nor by chance callers at

.the house, a custom which still prevails to some extent, but is super- -
EE _ seded in the most fashionable circles by a series of especial entertain-

. ... ments given during this interval.
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STt frequenfly happens that one, or-each, of the Bridenl aids entertains

the bride and" other bridemaids at a lunch or dinner, ei
“or on a large scale.
large farewell dinner to Miss . and her bridemaids
herself, or her mother, may nge a rehearsal dinner.
tations, however, ‘ate not to be accepted.

If the; presents are not to be exhibited at the weddm
bride . frequently gives an informal tea the day befo

Some marned friend of the fam

ither informall'y

and the bride

‘to her lady

friends for the g&urpose of displaying them. She’ should also, for her

. health’s sake, take a'daily dnve

o Announcmg the Engagement.

An ‘engagement. is now  frequently announced in r ther a formal . ;{' ‘
ort time pre- ~
in the society °:

nlanner This, however, is not usually done until a

. vious to the marriage itself. Sometimes it comes ou

papers immediately after it has been made known to the kinfolk and

intimate friends. -

Sometimes a ‘dinner-party is given by’ the parents

_elect and the announcement is made by the host ]ust
Congratulations follow. Sometlmes notes
. the young lady or her mother in announcement:

- If the families of the contracting parties Have been st

Felicitations follow as-a matter of course. -
of the bnde- '

before leaving
are written by

: fore it is expected that the gentleman s family will make the first call.
. Any friendsthat choose may give entertainments in hondr of the couple

-, The lady does not make any ceremonious calls after
ment has been made, it being supposed that before
_ shall have left cards upon all her friends. If no forma
is made the bride-to-be must, before invitations are iss
with. her friends and acquaintances. In the city she ne
make a personal call, in the country she will probablj
sary so to do.. :

- o Weddmg Gifts.

There is much to be said for and:‘agamst the cus
presents.: And whlle the fact remams that they too oﬁ

10 :

announcement -
ed, leave cards
ed not enfer to
; find it neces

m of weddmg
ten become the

...
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vehxcle for an expénditure ‘so uncalled- for as to encroach upon vl
ganty in 1& excess, another fact still exists, that the simple remem- . -
" brances of frlends.are very grateful to the bride, who, perhaps, is bound
for a dlstant home where every loving token will recall a Well known :
- face. ' : :

~ w.  Then remember your fnends on: thexr weddmg day, wisely, and
S accgrdmg to their tastes and your own resources, for :

e .Pohcy counselleth a glft

. _ : leen wisely and in season, s .
T .+ 7 And policy afterward approveth it,
- " For great is the power of glfts -

By those so desmng, the words, “ No presents,” or “ N6 presents -

recelved may be engraved in the left hand corner of the.card.  This =
“is often a relief to many of the guests, and, at the same time does not

~ prevent the very intimate friends, as well as members of the family,

_from sending quietly such gifts as they may -choose, which, of coursc,

are not exhibited. oo 4

Where presents are to be given they are frequently sent some time
in advance, and the bride often takes much pleasure in arrangin’g
them for exhibition in some upstairs room. .Each article is accom-
panied by the card of the giver; these are removed or not, as may be:
desired before exhibition. - -

The bride acknowledges the receptron of each gift by a graceful
little note of thanks. ZSome of them doubless will come from persons
unknown to her, friends of the groom, and to these she must be
-especially .prompt in returning her acknowledgments. B

Lxst of Invxtahons.

Makmg up the list of mvxtatlons should ‘be attended to carefully
_ The engaged couple should carefully prepare their respective lists and
the mother of the bridé should attentively scan names, for from this is
to be made up the future visiting list of her daughter, and she cannot
but he51tate at burdemng her at the outset of her new life with a host
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of callmg acquamténces, hence is forced to exclude every mellglble .

name ; a cuttmg painful but oftimes necessary.

Ushers.

The\dutles of the ushers in a church weddmg are very 1mportant
‘At large weddmgs as many as half a dozen, or more, ushers are
- sometimes. needed to manage the great number of guests." They

usually appomt one of their number as head usher, and to him falls
" the duty of deciding on the space to be reserved for near- relatlves.
Wthh is to be divided from the remainder of ‘the church” by white-
ribbons. He makes sure that the organist is in place, indicates the -
approach of the bridal party that the Wedding March may greet them,

and instructs the other ushers as to their _respective duties. ’

Ushers must escort guests to ‘their seats, and as relatlves of the
-groom are seated on the right of the main aisle, or center of the

*church, and those of the bride on the left, it is proper for an usher to -

. ask any one with whom he may be unacquamted whether thf.lf
' relationship is to the bnde or groom. :

In escorting guests to’ their seats an usher gives his. nght arm to a
lady. A gentleman who may be in her company should follow after,
- The guests assembled, part of the ushers should leave the church °
at once and drive to the bride’s residence in order to be there to-

. receive the bndal party upon their return. . = . - :

“ The Best Man.” ,

The “best man” is usually an intimate friend or relative of the
groom. - He drives to -the church with him, stands by his side at the
altar-rails while he awaits the approach of ‘the bride, and, stepping
back, it is he that holds- the groom’s hat during the. ceremony <nd
hands it to him at its close. - To him is confided the payment of the
- wedding fee, and if there is a marriage register he’ signs as a witness.
‘He then dtives by himself to the bride’s home, reachlng there in time
to receive the bridal party and to assist the ushers in the presentation
of guests to the rlewly-marned couple.’ - He also makes the necessary

.
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~ arrangements about their departure, secures the tickets, and,.if ‘their
destination is to be kept a secret, to him alone is it confided. -
1t occasionally 'happens that thére.are as many groomsmen as there
are bridemaids, but thls is the exceptlon and the best maQ” takes
their place. ’ .
The ushers frequently form two and two, and precede the bngal '
party up the aisle. - ‘
o Bndemaxds.
" The number of these is optional, from one to twelve being allow-
able. Four, six or ‘eight are usually chosen Unmar_ned sisters of
“the bride and groom are frequently selected. Customr emphatically
_declares that they must be younger than the bride. For'an elder
sister thus to officiate would be extremely mappropnate
Indeed, the favored fashion of the present time is for little tots, all
" the way from three or four to eight, clad in Bewitchingly quaint and
picturesque cqstumes and crowned by the largest of Gainsboro’ hats,
to precede the bridal couple to the chancel. In addition to these, the‘
bride is followed by a chosen number of bridemaids as well, but often
the chlldren are all. Frequently they carry baskets of flowers, and,
- preceding the newly-made wife in her progress down the church alsle,
they scatter the blossoms in her pathway.
‘Sometimes this order is cha.nged and children rise in groups from
_seats near the front, and, preceding the bridal cortegf to the door, .
scatter flowers before them, Children selected for this purpose should :
be under ten. Y‘éung boys, selected from among relatives, are some- :
times dressed as pagés and accompany the bride as train-bearers. .
Bridemaids' ustially consult the bride as to their toilets, and each
other as well, that there ‘may ‘be no unfortunate combinations of color
to mar the effect of the whole. . They usually dress in colors, unless
the bride choose some faint tint for her costume ; then it is customary
for them to wear pure white, and 'sometimes the whole group are
clad in spotless purity. ' : :
The ' bridemaids’ gowns are walkmg Iength as a rule, and they. -
wear large, plcturesque hats overshadowed with plumes or adomed

.- A N .
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with flowers, and carry huge bunches or baskets, of fragrant blossoms :
Wealthy brides, who have some special fancy to carry out, often
~ provide -the gowns' for their maids. Historic styles are frequently
chosen, making every gown after the exact mode of the epoch selected,
_ but adoping .a different color for each. )
Where there is but one briderhaid, 1f she be escorted at all, whxch o
is not always -done, it should be by some friend, not the “best man,” -
- whose duties in attendance on the groom are all-sufficient. o
" Bridemaids should not refuse the proffered honor, if possible for
i tHem to accept. If, after acceptance, unforseen circumstances should:
- occur to prevent participation in the festivitieé, no time should be lost
in sending a regret and full explanation, so that her. placeiniay be '_

‘ _~ supplied in time to prevent disarrangement of the entire plan.’

A Church Weddmg

| A church weddmg is more picturesque and solemn than any other

form of celebrating the marriage rite and the ethuette of all full-dress S

affalrs of this nature is essentially the same.

The groom drives first to the church, accompamed by his « best
. man ” and enters either vestry or church parlor. The relatives, the’
. mother of the bride and. the bridemaids now drive to the church in
_ carriages, closely follow