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J. W. Langmuir, Esq ,
Inspector of Asylums, Ac., Ac.

centre of the city, on 21st January, 1841° On that dav 17 ) m the
enrolled on the Admission Register • nf tlioon , ^ lunatics 
residents—two men in the Malden Asvl-im seventeen, three are still

Remaining in 1st October, 1869 
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231since 39

Total reduction.............

Remaining in 1st October, 1870
43 58 101

227 302 529
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4
The admissions this year have been 121
The discharges have been 64, (including’ 

last year. • ®
The deaths have been 37, against 26 last year.
No transfers to the Orillia Lranch have been made.

Admissions.
The disparity in the admissions of men (39), and women Z82) W 

resulted from the opening, at the commencement of the year of the new 
wing for females. It would have been much create- but fnr’thn r i 
jnto th,s wing of the female patients from the^mvereity Brath

Nationalities.
The nationalities of the 121 admitted 

Born in England.
“ Ireland..
“ Scotland
“ Canada .
“ United States...
“ Other countries.

against 77 last year.
elopement), against 52one

are as follows :
22
30t
17
46
4
2

121
There has, for some years past, been an observabl steady 

the number of native Canadians. The mere acciden of Inn-flitv nf iv^.u
Cæia7eVer,in° reliable indication of national origin. Of the^6 native 
Canadians above given, a very considerable proportion would be found
Lmtttkm °f 0ld »-Pof‘whom ha°vettf3y

“ SiMC the «-‘openingof

Born in England.........................
“ Ireland.............................. '
“ Scotland..........................
“ Canada.................................
“ United States...................................
“ Other countries ....

increase in

606
1,387

562
842
137
122

3,656Religious Distinctions.
Of 121 admitted in the year :

English Church...................
Presbyterian........................
Methodist.............

25
35
27
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Men. Women.
1041 918

33 9
398 374 
108 91

Men. Women. Total

Discharged ..............................
Eloped.................................
Died..............................................................
Assigned to Malden, 1861...........’.’..'....’’’

Do. to Orillia, 1865, and transferred 
since........................................

Remaining here, 1st October, 1870. .. .. .. . . .

Married (or widowed) 
Single.........................

l
l
}
l

Total 1876 1780 3656
+>JQ\e discharges, elopements and deaths at Malden and Orillia, from 
but p^Wy'theyT6111' n°‘ included “

Disposals of the above 3656.

Total 1876 1780 3656r

121
nn?T? dl?CU *y 18 met Wlth’ in a few instances, in determining religi- 
rivedtb!mf en m.conse(luence of the certificates of lunacy omitting to 
STaSrtSf’ ThS S°me ^eS.glvi"6 the word « none,” as answe* to 
dpnnmLoi- T^ls*fwer “8™* » relation to patients belonging to 
denominations which do not, (except in the decennial census), recognize
b?^Mn™einber8hUn 7S th°8f Wj° are in what is called “ church mem- 
attei ,In.s,uch™.stances I endeavour to discover the church habitually 
fnllv dTb/the.Pva ientS’i°r by their parents, and assign them accor/ 
0f*«no religion! ^that.any patient ever admitted here, has been

I need hardly repeat here my expression of belief, that a lunatic’s
thTnh -rhël°l haS V67 Utt> t0 do with the causing of his insanity 
though it may have much to do in determining die form of it. 7>
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6

The total transfers to these two branches have been :__

To Malden (deducting one eloped back)
To Orillia.................. . . '

Men. Women. Total.
118 95 213
72 90 162

Total 100 185 375
The difference (21) between the assigned number and the total trans­

fers, was accounted for in our statistics prior to the dates of assignment: 
but much contusion having been found to arise from this mixing of 
records, it was deemed best to relinquish this system.

As correctly as I can state the numbers, there now remain of the 
transferred patients :—

At Malden
“ Orillia

Total
On the total (375) transferred patients, a decrease of 127 has taken

Fn lsV? WhîCs«69.ïf i^en at Ma,lden’ since the opening of that branch 
in 1859, and 58 at Orillia, since the opening in 1861. As the patients
-ent to these branches were nearly all chronic incurables, this decrease 
nas been efleeted mainly by deaths, viz. :__

At Malden, by deaths.................
“ “ otherwise............

244

61
8

69
At Orillia, by deaths 

“ otherwise
45
13
68

prove that there has been no waste of 
or of general attention to the comfortlife, from want of medical ski 

and well-being of the patients.

tions of the general population, showing that th se nearest to the asylum 
or having greatest facility of transmission of patients, had an undue 
JîT !?n; ?° j°,ubt’ t00’the exPense of sending patients from some 
dis ro ortion 6 ^ 688 affluent counties, contributes materially to this

The following tablcounties and cities theb dSce^S^'aid ihln’umW oHunt 

tics sent in by each, from 1st July, 1853, to 1st October, 1870, will best 
illustrate the subject under consideration.
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From the preceding tables it will be seen that the city of Toronto and 
few of the counties lying nearest, or having superior railway facilities 

T V°pk’f0®1» Simcoe, Wentworth, Ontario, Durham, Welling- 
ton, Perth, and the city of Hamilton, have availed of asylum benefits 
beyond tike extent to which their respective populations would entitle

of Ontario but they have sent in over one half the lunatics admitted 
here in the last 17J years.

It would be quite erroneous to conclude that these coi dies and cities 
have had all the beds asked for by them.—Your knowledge of the extent 
to which the Rockwood Asylum has been peopled by lunatics from the 
loronto gaol must enable you to know that refusals of admission here 
from want of vacant beds, have been made without any local partiality!

o ong as I am unable to admit instantly, every insane person on whose 
behalf application is made, be the same lunatic, or idiot, or harmless 
pauper imbecile, so long must cause for grumbling and dissatisfaction be 
giveru A gentleman of high position, of the city of Ottawa, has recently 
complained that this asyluip is as useless to his fellow citizens as that of 
JSeauport, at Quebec.—For expression of this opinion he avails of the 
occasion of presenting a returned “ circular” in the case of a girl twelve 
years old, an idiot from birth, speechless and epileptic.—Under the By­
laws of this asylum, idiots are inar missible ; and according to the 
Asylum Statute no person can be admitted unless certified by three phy­
sicians and the Reeve or Mayor, to be a lunatic. No physician in
Ontario knowing anything of the subject of insanity, would certify an 
idiot to be a lunatic. J

To what extent the Beauport Asylum has been avaUed of by the people 
of Ottawa, I know not ; but I do know that applications presented to 
me on behalf of the insane of Ottawa, have had fair and full considera- 
. , ln*be la8t/our years and nine months, 30 applications for admis-

sion of residents of Ottawa, have reached me. To 16 of these cases award
of admission was made, but only eleven were sent in : five declined the 
oner.
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In 8 cases no. return the circular of enquiry sent by me was made.__
These applications were, for reasons given, or withheld, abandoned. I 
believe however, the patients were in gaol, and under general instructions 
from the Hon. the Provincial Secretary, to the Sheriffs, such cases do not 
come within my official disposal, but must be committed under warrant 
of the Lieut. -Governor to such place as he may direct. Of the six re- 
marnmg cases of Ottawa applications, two were admitted on renewal of 
application ; one of which had resulted in recovery at home, but next 
year the insanity returned. This person is again at home, having been 
discharged fully recovered. The second was a gaol case, and was there­
fore declined ; but having been set at large, and a new application made, 
the patient was admitted here. The remaining four cases, out of the 30

y
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g-
ts applications, were passed ver, for reasons which I can state to you 

mentioned7011 ** ^ them' °ne of them haa 1)6611 the idiot girl already

Considering that to *144 applications in the last 12 months, I have 
been unable to award more than 121 vacancies, I think it can hardly be 
alleged that Ottawa has had an undue share of refusals.

Discharges.

The discharges this year have been equal to 53 per cent, on admissions 
ot the same year. Last year they were equal to 67 per cent.

I have frequently pointed out the fallacy of this mode of calculation 
as exhibiting the comparative efficiency of different years. The excess 
of admissions in this year, over those of last year, will tell in next year’s 
discharges, though not so palpably as it might do, were not our admiss­
ions in the coming year to be much augmented by the opening of the 
new male wing, which has been only recently effected

No reliable conclusion can ever be drawn/ as to the success of asylum 
treatment m any institution, without a careful and rational valuation of 
the facts represented by its statistics. A bad workman may spoil good 
materials, but a good one can hardly make a good article out of bad 
materials—shoddy will come out but shoddy, in spite of the best, skill of 
the weaver An expert watchmaker may clean a bad watch, and help it 
aiong a little longer, but he is not expected to transform it into a good 
imekeeper. Just so is it vrith the human mind. We cannot make it 

over again, and turn it out better than God has made it.
The question is often put to us, on discharge of patients, will he or she 

be liable to become insane again ? It is about as pertinent as to enquire 
of the watchmaker, whether the poor thing just repaired or cleaned by 
him, will ever again go out of order ; or of the surgeon who has reduced 
a dislocation, whether the same accident may again occur to his patient. 
Let the watch be flung agamst the wall, or fall on the floor, or get choked 
with dust, and it will certainly require another overhauling : or let the 
man, relieved by the reduction of his dislocated shoulder, begin to use it 
too soon, or get drunk and have another tumble in the ditch, and be will 

e very lucky, if he has not to go back to his surgeon. And the man 
who became insane from abuse of stipulants or narcotics, or from re­
ligious effervescence, if he again indulges in these provocatives, does he 
not again run much risk] A popular error in relation to asylum curative 
efficiency based perhaps to no inconsiderable extent, on the exaggerative 
statements of writers on the subject, but which every candid medical 
superintendent will feel it to be his duty to dispel, is, that instant ad­
mission of all lunatics would secure the recovery of the vast majority of 
them ; some assert as many as 90 or 95 per cent. This is sheer nonsense. 
How many cases of general paresis, even il admitted in the first month 
would be cured! and these cases constitute no trivial proportion of
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How many cases of epileptic insanity do we cure Î Even though the 
victims were to come under our care before supervention of insanity dare 
we promise success in averting this result! and when it has ensued,’what 
is our prognosis? In cases of deep hereditary taint, combined, as so 
many of these are, with tuberculous diathesis, placed in medical relation 
with them at what period soever we may be, what is our usual expecta­
tion t Again, in those cases, (and their name is legion), resulting finally 
from long persistence in the evil habit of self-abuse, do we not shudder 
under the conviction of our powerlessness ? There may have been, per­
haps there was, a time in the history of these unhappy beings, when 
appeal to their umxtingmshed moral sense, and strong admonition as to 
the destructive consequences of their vicious indulgence, would have 
roused them to that exercise of self-control, in which alone their escape 
from ruin was to be found; bur entering asylums, as most of these 
creatures do, only after physical and moral degradation has culminated 
in the overthrow of reason, and has left to them, wo need not merely say 
the incapacity of self-command, (as who familiar w'th these wrecks does 
not multitudmously know?) but, in its stead, only the compunctious 
realization of devastated manhood, perpetually evoked by their inability 
to reproduce the sensual gratifications which have ended in their self-ex­
tinction : who, familiar with such cases, will asserc that 90 per cent, or 
even 10 per cent, of them will end in recovery of reason?

The catalogue o unpromising cases might be but too largely augmented.
1 have instanced a few of its constituents, with the hope that rural and 
even city practitioners of medicine may less embarrass us with courteous 
prognosis. It is by no means gratifying to our professional vanity, to 
Jearn from the friends of patients that the doctors have assured them of 
speedy restoration of reason under our treatment, when, from perhaps 
the first glance, we see the strongest indications of incurability, or, as it 
may be, and too often has been, of an early fatal termination. If, instead 
of assuming this sponsorship, medical gentlemen would favour us with a 
clear description of the existing pathological condition of the brain and 
spinal cord, the lungs, stomach and bowels, liver, kidneys, and the repro­
ductive organs we should not fail to appreciate their valuable instruction- 
but merely to be flattered with the assurance of their belief in our power 
to work miracles, is a compliment more mortifying than soothing.

Among the discharged patients of the year were two females who were 
pretty well known to you. Their long residence might have debarred 
expectation of their ever leaving us in a state of mental competency. 
Une had been in nine years, seven months, and twenty-one days, the 
other twelve years, four months, and fourteen days. These cases teach 
us that we should never relax in our efforts to relume the lamp of reason, 
though, alas ! they are most rare exceptions.

Two other long residents were taken home by their friends ; one after
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64

SiElgil
Deaths.

su—rtete ™r,:::;u „a
through many) can not be carried through another In both yeZ our

nine years residence, but only to die in the bosom of his own family. He 
was once a furious and very vociferous maniac : he left us a quiet, mild 
and grateful man, not indeed restored to reason, yet so rational as to 
understand his,own dymg state, and to appreciate the kindness of his 
wiie and friends m taking him out to die under their affectionate care 

lhe second case was not of the same character. The patient had been 
resident seven years. He was a very industrious and useful man, and 
thie fact had perhaps some influence in determining his mother to take 
him home “ in the name of God,” as she said, but despite our remon­
strances. I have heard that her son, before his admission, had some 
money in the savings bank, which she had tried to draw out but could

k r at 8uccef alie had ^ that direction I know not, but I do know 
that before a couple of months she complained of him as very trouble­
some, and at the end of three months he was re admitted here, under 
warrant ot the Lieutenant-Governor, as a “dangerous (!) lunatic.” I 
would bo very thankful to have this house wholly occupied by similar 
angerwus lunatics. He returned in a very lean and feeble state, but he 

has rapidly recruited, and is again at his old post as companion and 
assistant to our farmer, and a most tender care-taker of horses.

rage period of residence of the patients discharged in the year 
6 months and 11 days; but striking out of the calculation 5 

who made an aggregate of over 32 years ; the average period of treat­
ment of the remamder would be 11 months and 11 days ; and reducing 
this by 4 others who made an aggregate of 10 years and 22 days, the 
average residence of the remaining 55 would be 9 months and 25 days • 
which is about the usual figure for this Asylum.

The mental condition of the 64 discharged patients was on leaving :__

Recovered..............................
Improved and much improved 
Unimproved ...............................
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No. 3539 
“ 3538
“ 3559
“ 3584
“ 3585
“ 3575
“ 3594
“ 3597
“ 3610
“ 2605
“ 3618
“ 3621

169 2 18
°f maintenance at $200 a year perlhead (which I

residencflCnfdtv!S 1Jlterest1 on bujldm8 outlay, it amounts to), the Asylum 
sidence of the above eleven deceased patients would exceed âSSfinn

iasly„„bter,that “• h°*
npTNrma lii \ïOWe?r’ a 9ue8tlon of some import, whether these

, t , e Deen supported witu sufficient comfort and life
I inkme les:lexp!n8ivei establi8hment than a curative in- 

thïfiîJRSfi. ! , k a Pertu?ent «PÏJ to this question is afforded in 
he fact that the two longest residents had lived in our Universitv Branch

we SCLr* “ 5™ m0“ths ■*- removTS
we coaler better quartern, m the chief A„yl„m, one aged 68, and the

wathMtemd1LdTthf °f '°“! re8idento' can hardly be eaid that any 
Ofthe M • by A“Jum resldence or treatment, bo likewise would I sav 
of the following instances of short residence before death, viz - 7

Nd. 1710 (Register) 
“ 2464
“ 1001 «
a 217 a
u 121 u
“ 2469 u
u 2195 u
“ 1076
“ 2578

a
u

u 1200 (6

“ 2686 u
\

ssxt tr“ ^ “n ;

Among those who have died this 
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Aa to the remaining 14 deaths some appreciation may be formed bv 
inspection of the “ Obituary Record" presented below, though it is not 
possible, m tabular form, to present any adequate description of the 
numerous morbid complications involved in almost every fatal issue 
among the insane. It is only daily bed-side observation, and post 
mortem, exploration, can convey this instruction. r
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In 22 of the 37 cases of death, post-mortems were held. We now have 
records of 314 of these examinations. I found none here on my entrance. 
My greatly augmented labours prevent me, on the present occasion, from 
presenting those extracts from our autopsie notes, which, in previous 
years, I have been accustomed to offer. Perhaps the absence of them 
will not be much regretted ; for I doubt if many of the profession to 
whom I send copies of my Annual Reports read them, or if they do, some 
of them seem to remember little of their contents.
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Your ins 

occasional!; 
enter into 
You have h 
wings sum 
sure you c 
both winte 
ness of pn 
tion of ugl 
tag-rag cor 
ties, that > 
all that cou

The Applications for admission amounted, in the year, to 244, being 
an average of over 20 per month.

Note.—At the present time of writing, applications are coming in at 
double the above rate. T he number for the month of October has been 41.

Of the 244 applications, 114 were on behalf of men, and 130 on behalf 
of women.

I fear that before two years, with all our asylum provisions at London, 
Toronto, and Kingston, Amounting to 1,400 beds, the want of further 
accommodation for the insane of Ontario will be much felt. The building 
of the London Asylum is but the liquidation of a debt which should have 
been paid thirteen years ago, but which was staved off by the establish­
ment of the three branch asylums. The patients from the Malden and 
Orillia Asylums will take up three-fourths of its beds.

We should not, in considering this important matter, overlook the fact 
that our provision, ample as it may seem to those who have not well 
studied the subject, falls far short of that made in the mother country. 
In Scotland, with a population not, perhaps, 60 per cent, over that of 
Ontario at the present time, 5,234 lunatics were, on the 1st January, 
1867, lodged in asylums, and 1,573 “ in private dwellings under official 
cognizance.” When our three asylums shall be full, as they, verily, soon 
will, we shall have reached only about one third of the proportional 
provision of Scotland. I believe comparison of the Scotch and English 
provision would not show any material difference.

The main cause of the large augmentation of insane asylums in Eng­
land and Scotland, as well as in Ireland, is the accumulation of incur­
ables. This agency must, in Canada, produce the same result ; and it 
well behooves our statesmen and legislators to study the subject thoroughly, 
and to look the imminent difficulty full in the face. It will not vanish 
nor retreat because they declim to see it.

In my Annual Report for 1865 I ventured to sketch out a plan of 
secondary provision for the incurable insane, which at that time seemed 
feasible under our system of municipal sub-governments. I dare not 
believe that my suggestions met with public approval, for I have had 
but meagre evidence of their ever having engaged public attention. The 
newspaper-press, the fountain of all public wisdom, and the Hercules of
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all public reform, favoured them with the charity of its silence. Doubt- 
. |e8a the ^^8 submitted by me required careful consideration, and may 
have needed material modification ; but as far as I 
as well have remained unexpressed.

can see they might

Inspection.

Your inspection of this Asylum has been so thorough, frequent and 
occasionally continuous, as to render it unnecessary, in this place, to 
enter into details of our operations either within the house or outside. 
You have had the gratification, after long waiting, of seeing the two new 
wings surrendered, and occupied by their rightful tenants ; and I am 
sure you can corroborate the statement, that in general comfort in 
both winter and summer, in internal cheerfulness and external pleasant­
ness of prospect (save and except, always, that horrible conglomera­
tion of ugliness on the south, yclept the “Crystal Palace r and its 
tag-rag congregation of stables, cowsheds, pig-pens, and other deformi­
ties, that would disgrace any town other than muddy York) they 
all that could reasonably be desired. 3 are

The Farm.

Our fanning operations have been vigorously prosecuted, but the crop 
falls short of that of last year, as the following figures will show :

CROPS.
Hay (Timothy and Clover)
Greenfeed from lawns........
Oats..........................................
Oat-straw..................................
Potatoes...................................
Mangold Wurtzel................. .
Field carrots...........................

The decrease in hay, oats and oat-straw, has beer, in some measure, 
due to reduced area under these crops ; jut the area under root crops has 
been about equal to that of last year. Our potatoes this year, though 
so much less in quantity than last year, are superior in quality. We 
have seen no appearance of rot in them. Our workers had two terrific 
fights with weeds, in the root crops on the rented farm. We were 
finally forced to capitulate, and leave the field to the enemy. We have 
bestowed more labour on this farm in weeding than would be suEcient 
to break any tenant who had to pay wages for the work. Our own in­
terior.farm is now in fine condition, from tile-draining, liberal manuring, 
and vigilant cultivation. It was a most stupid oversight to make it only 
50 acres, and^to reserve as a common, for the production of thistles to

1869. 1870.
97 60 tons.
40 150 cartloads.
00 450 bushels.
42 22 tons.

» 17 3007 bushels.
10 52 tone.
14 4£ tons.
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seed the surrounding land, 150 more acres, which, if at the first given to

lunatic asylum about as well as they did those of the Crimean army 6 
lhe crop of our orchard has been abundant, amounting, from first 

autumn pulling down to final housing, to 200 barrels. ®
In accordance with your instructions, I have had the Garrison Com-

"™nh and;, north °.f the Great Western Railway, fenced in along its west­
ern boundary-a line exceeding half a mile. Our workers have cut a

r Md alon*the
it. By this means we have already redeemed much

w'COnV,,rted Parts int0, rich land where I saw horses go down 
shortly before, almost out of sight. When these drains become the out­
lets of a mmute system of tile drainage, the land will prove very produc-

I have laid out all the drains myself, determining the various cuttings 
exactuntfomltyUrement ***** levelling3> graduating the water-fall Si

In these and all other works, I have been most ably and zealously as­
sisted by our active and intelligent steward, who goes into all his labours 
like many of our asylum residents, as if the farm was his 
was determined to make the best of it.
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THE FEMALE WORKERS.

ëSBSSisScase under an inactive or careless matron. The chief evil experienced 
m the female department is that so many of the nurses and other ser­
vants get married. This fact has, perhaps, obtained circulation outside, 

ave little difficulty in filling vacancies.

«

and
take

! on n 
dut}as we

general health.

The general health of the establishment has been good, though in the 
latter part of the summer and through autumn, we have had a few 
troublesome cases of fever among the male attendants. This interrup­
tion of good health in the staff of the institution can hardly have been 
the result of any internal sanitary defect, for in that case it would have 
prevailed among the patients, in a larger proportion than among their 
attendants. The former were totally exempt from it. It commenced in 
the hot weather of July, during hay making, and seemed to select those
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men who had been most exposed to the sun ; but they may have been 
indiscreet m exposing themselves to night air, after a hard day's work. 
Had it not been that new hands were engaged to be trained for the 
vice of the new male wing, we should have been much embarrassed 
One case having presented itself in an attendant who had not been 
workmg out, but was shortly before the attack nursing a fellow attendant 
I deemed it expedient to avail myself of the free space offered by the 
wards of the unfurnished new wing. This isolation of the sick was 
successful. Seven cases, in all occurred, and all presented those symp­
toms «general depression and enfeebled circulation, now so commonly 
met with to the fevers of this country. All were treated with stimulants
ble terndnation ^ ^ beverages> under which they went on to a favoura- 

UNDATED CERTIFICATES OF LUNACY.

)
1
>

ser-

Many of the certificates of lunacy sent in with patients are found to 
be undated. Sometimes this omission is made not only by the examin­
ing physicians, but by the Mayor, or Reeve, likewise. Doctors would 
hardly accept in settlement of accounts for their professional services 
undated promissory notes ; and yet a certificate of lunacy, by virtue of 
which a free fellow-subject is to be committed to asylum custody, is a 
rather more important document than a promissory note. No doubt the 
error anses from the confusion incident to all persons closeted for an 
hour or two with a lunatic, or from the pressure of engagements under 
which so many medical gentlemen suffer. It is to be hoped it requires 
only pointing out in order to be avoided in future. It should not, 
however, be forgotten, that a strict adherence to legal propriety would 
oblige me to refuse admission to lunatics sent in with such defective 
certificates. This would cause much inconvenience to innocent parties,
SiTü’ë noVemedy the general evil, unless the newspapers should 
take up the subject : and then I might feel sure all the blows would fall

°ECere arC bU‘ *"h»* wh°“

s

i

RELIGIOUS SERVICES..

I The weekly religious services of the Asylum, both morning and after-
noon, have been well sustained by ministers of the various denominations 
in the Lity.

I NEWSPAPER SUPPLY.

We continue to be indebted to the benevolent publishers of the 
following newspapers and periodicals, for a regular gratuitous supply of

V
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most acceptable to many of thetheir respective publications, which 
inmates, viz :—
Leader, daily and weekly.
London Prototype, daily.
Ottawa Citizen, daily and weekly. 
Chatham Planet, tri-weekly. 
Christian Guardian, weekly.
Canada Freeman, weekly.
Guelph Herald, weekly.
Guelph Mercury, weekly.
Berlin Telegraph, weekly.
Flora Observer, weekly.
Stratford Beacon, weekly.

is n<are
and
findSt. Catharines Constitutional, weekly 

Canadian Statesman, weekly. 
Kingston Chronicle and News weekly. 
Galt Reporter, weekly.
Ingersoll Chronicle, weekly.
London Advertiser, weekly 
Christian Advocate, weekly.
Walker ton Telescope, weekly. 
Canadian Institute Journal.
Journal of Education.
Canada Presbyterian.
Monthly Record.

The Toronto Globe, and ttie Telegraph have both many admirers here, 
but as yet hints have not been taken by the publishers, and the patients 
have to depend on my own numbers of these able papers.

Griffith Ventilators, and some other Things.
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As I am writing in the midst of a heavy wind and rain storm, I am 
able to testify to the marvellous efficiency of those galvanized excres­
cences called Griffith Ventilators, which to the number of a couple of 
dozen on each of the new wings, project above the perforated roofs. 
They are, beyond all controversy, great goers, when the wind blows 
strongly j but at these times they would do better not to go at all ; for, 
then, ventilation is but too abundant without them. When there is not 
wind, will they go 1 Not a bit ; they know better. My opinion of 
their usefulness is just the same as it was several years ago, when I was 
instructed to obtain the first pair from Philadelphia, or a little more so 
could never comprehend how it entered into the skulls of men, believed, 
to have good brains, that a machine depending for its motion on the force 
of the wind, could be an efficient ventilator in calm weather. I was, 
however, told that the ascending current, up the flues, moved them at 
these times ; but it seemed to me, if the current had to overcome their 
vis inerties, it must surely be retarded, rather than accelerated thereby, 
and consequently, but for the honor and the beauty of the 
Griffith would be better out of the way.

In big storms, when we generally have much disturbance among the 
patients, they join in, and almost overtop the hubbub ; but the music is 
horribly grating, and can hardly have a calmative influence on already 
distracted minds.

In intensely cold weather, with even a moderate wind, they pump out 
the warm air so efficiently, that were not our ventilating flues leading up 
to them commandable by registers, general refrigeration would ensue. It
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is not always certain that servants will watch the changes of the weather
find re48tT f0 re mta > therefore we sometimes
bethut h When hey 8hould be °Pen> and open when they should

The ventilation, natural and artificial, of the wings indenendent nf
theveJ«hlr îglg8; 18 quife "atisfact0I7- As soon as they’ run out of order 
tH TW7 advantageously b6 uncowled and an Emerson top put on instead 

W0f^en 00 new wings are very efficient sLders, inmin
lato™ I have6 no1!^ thTem\ Their utility as supplemental venti- 
buddinLhTm- l h- fruned- In the event of conflagration in adjacent 
St James’ Ca hXT6d 8hUttrS W°uld’ “ 1 °nee saw in the steeple of 
WarinTwood ft Tw f °onVenient hd^ for a wafted piece of 
witnessed that c^ïîophf be understood bX »“««= who

before the meeting here next June of the 
American Association of Medical Superintendents of Insane Hospitals
whicVnow Vd‘ afiPpllCat;o,n may.be found for the deep cutaneous disease 
which now disfigures the ceilings of the new wing verandahs. These
slnnp nf ageS l° have become back-broken. A little more 
stïd f th® floors w°u d have averted the calamity ; but this, I under-

even in erection of the second, when he t il 11 Ï8- had become ™W« in showers of falling plkster-no *lah9Tlerr 6Very ra'Vt0rm- We cannot conceS the denuded 
laths from the sharp eyes of County of York Grand Jurors.
littlfi l°rVhlS rep5rtIif°r ,the, construction of which I have had but 

e spare time, and that little very fragmental, I would thank vou
most smcerety not only for your uniform urbanity and kindness towards
tSn at alHirnp^88151^8’ but als° for the liberal and discreet consider! 
of the affl,v !d n81!11 by/°U t0 my representations of the requirements 
for vour^im^ P6°5? U^r ™y care > and thank you even more cordially 
&trrtMo»nethy lnSPeCti0DS 0f CVerjr dW‘ f the J

Gre? Gi?r K a!î g°od» who has restored you from a 
!dLPrppf Ttand Protracted diness, induce as I well know, by your 

b • pCr iapS unavoidable, overtaxing of working power, long
mav this nnhlto y°J P1*fent U8eful and deeP!y responsible position ; and 
yeL bv veaï 6JUbbC Chanty’ Under a judicious Christian philanthropy, 
year by year advance nearer to the great purpose of its foundation ^

I

am most respectfully,
JOSEPH WORKMAN, M.D., 

Medical Superintendent.
Toronto, 31st Oct. 1870.
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