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"For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand.
1 have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: Hence-
forth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that
love his appearing."—2 Timothy, iv. 6—8.
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SERMON.

«

2 TIMOTHY IV. 0—8.

"For I am now ready to bo oft'ercd, and tho tinio of my doparturo ia r.t hand,
have fought a good fight, I havo finished my course, I have kept the faith. Henco-

brth there ia laid up for mo a crown of riglitoousiiess, wliich tho Lord, tho righteous

I'udge, shall give mo in that day: and not to mo only, but unto all thom also that

ove hia appearing."

Such was the language of tho Apostle, in view of tho martyr death which was to

lUTcat him in tho midst of his labors. Ho had finished hia course and had kept the

faith, and so was not greatly moved in the day of trouble. He looked backward upon

tho course which ho had run, and forward to tho glory to bo revealed—backward upon

the work of a life-timo, and forward to tho shining crown,—feeling that the labors,

and the life, and tho conquest, and the crown, were all of God. Ho stood upon the

brink of the river, calm and unmoved—like the conqueror in tho capitol, waiting for

|iis crown. He felt, as all must feel, the bitterness of death; but he felt, as tho Chris-

tian only can feel, that the Saviour's arms wore round him and beneath him; that hia

limes were in God's hands; and that tho light affliction—the glittering axe of tho exo-

futioner, that was to strike off his head in a moment—would work for him a far more
Exceeding and eternal weight of glory.

In discoursing upon this subject, I would call your attention to tho truth, that

•very man has his appointed course to run; and, secondly, the peculiar feeling with

irhich the Christian contemplates tho close of his course.

^ I.—Every man has hia appointed course laid out for him—hia work a^signod

liim—^hia path fixed, with all its details—its bright days and dark days—as surely as

fising and setting suns. The Apostle felt this when ho gave utterance to the language

pi the text. Ho knew that his steps were ordered; his days numbered; that the

l^hole race which ho had to nin was tho appointment of heaven. And the same may
be the feeling of every Christian, as ho hastens on to the close, for every Christian is

sailed to a noble life

—

every living soul, I may say, is called to a noble life—to glory,

honor and immortality. He may refuse to move in that path set before him in tho

gospel—to take one step in that narrow way which leads to God's right hand. He
may drop to a lower level, and move on in a path of his own choosing; but he cannot

(b'op from the all-uncompassing Providence of Him in whose hands are all his ways,

and who knows how to use a man in the lower level to which ho has descended, no
tesa than in the higher orbit in which He would havo him to move. I have seen

•hildren playing with melted lead, dropping it on the sand, and dropping it with the

view of getting it to run in certain grooves previously prepared. I have seen thA

perverse liquid so dropped in the sand, refusing to run in those prepared paths, and

torming a path for itself; but tho child, anticipating its progiess, and adapting himself
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tu ita iiiovuiuent:), \v<>\iUl, willi lim (lug :i', luukc :i now [>ath for it in thu !i:im(1, tuul

guldo it to pointH ami imqiosuH of liiu own. And ho in tlio hit^lifi- ruiilni. (lod known

how to /^Miidtj tilt) porviii'Ho man in liin way, and to nuiko uso of him in that h)Wor life

wiiich ho chooses, ovoii when liu docrf not know it. Tako thu ca.su of .Indas. Ho wait

called to tho Ministry and tho Apostlotihii) of tho Lord Josiis. That wr,.s (lod'a otornal

docroo. That was tho patli in which Ho woidd havo hud him uk'Vo on, in dutoijiis

obedience to the Divine will. IJnt ho fell from tho Apostleahip, and volnntarily de-

Hcondcd to a lower luvol; but in that lower level to which lie perversely descended, he

was anticipated by Him wIkj sees the end from tho beginning, oud made uso of him there,

although, like tho proud Assyrian, he did not think no, ncithci waa it in his heart to do

90. God's decree was that ho should bo an Apostle, and all tho outward circumstances

of hia life woi'o iittud to accomplish this decree, and such as to enable him to finish his

(jod-appointod course with joy. But those very circumstances, which would have

lifted him to glory and made him shine like a star—those very circumstances, perverted

and misused, proved his ruin and aggravated his fall. Those very Avinda and waves

that would havo borne him to a noblo destination, umised qv misimproved, would

di'ivo him, a miserable wreck, upon tho shores of an undone eternity! The seaman,

cast upon an island, is not to blame the winds and waves for his calamity; they wore

liis best friends. And man is not to blame God for his sins—for his everlasting perdi-

tion. He is not to blame tho circumstances of hia life for his misery- -those circum-

stances were liis best friends; and had ho only used thorn aright, they would have

made him a noble vessel. God hath no pleasure in tho death of tho sinnor. There

are nuiny ships \ipon the sea this day, and numy are tho paths which they are pursuing;

but on all that broad ocean there is no waif or wanderer. Every one is pursuing some

definite path, bound for some desired haven. And tliere are many millions of human
beinga this day upon tho face of the world, and each one has his own course to run,

under the all-encompassing providence of Him who is wonderful in counsel, and excel-

lent in working. There is nothing loose or uncertain in tho counsels of God. There

is no wandering star in tho firmament of astronomy; and there is no Avandering star

in tho firmament of mind. E\'ery one has his own appointed orbit, which he is called

upon to pursue; but which, as a free agent, he may refuse to pursue, and take to some

eccentric course of his ,vn. But oven in that eccentric course which ho has chosen,

ho will find ere long, that ho has been beset boJiind and before by Him in Avhose hands

arc all his Avays; so that Avhethor it be the Avild Ishmael, roaming the desert, con-

cerning Avhom God said, foreseeing his path: He shall be a ivild man ; or tho saintly

Apostle, going from land to land and shore to shore, preaching the Gospel of the

Kingdom

—

avo can see hoAv true it is, that every man has his course to run, Avhich has

either been appointed of God, or provided for by God, in the counsels of eternity; and

how really every man Avill bo }nado to feel at tho close : O Lord ! thou hast searched

mo and known me; Thou knoAvest my downsitting and \iprising, and art perfectly

acquainted Avith all my Avays. Thou hast beset me beliind and before, and been about

my bed and my path, and thou hast si)ied out all my Avay.

But it is not with the reprobate or the reviler avo have to do this day, but with

the Christian. His is eminently a course prescribed by God—a Avork appointed him

to do. Christ, speaking of himself and tlio special AVork to Avhich he Avas called, said:

"To this end Avaa I born, and for this caiiso came I into the Avorld." So Avith Abraham.

He had his course to run, hia AVork to do; and in entering ujion it, he Avent forAvard,
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fiot know'ng wluthor ho wont. l?ut boforo his course was doHod, he ffouid that all hin

fctops had bu(Mi ordered- that all bin way waw of tho Lord. So with .FoHcph; arid to

ibis ho rotors when ho Rooks to comfort bis coiincienco-smitti'n Itrotliors, at tlio tinio of

|hoir father's death. Thoy wore afraid that now tliat lie was gone, JoHoiili would visit

llicm with duo retribution for all their cruelty. Ibitwlmt did bo say! "
/'Vkc not:

for I will iionrish ijoiitind iiuur little ones, for it was wd i/oft thxl sent m" hither, but

tfod, that Imiyht prescne inneh people (dive." So with St. i'aul; and bo folt that bo \vm

bnmortal till bis work was done. It was tlio coiisidoration that bis tinio.s wt;ro in

Crod's hands—that the wf)rk which ho was dtiing was tho ^vork of CJod—that choerod

l^im in all bis perils on land and sea; that made hiiii happy in tho Maniortijio prison

in Rome, and the happiest man in that littlo wator-loggod craft, bufFotcd l)y tho wintry

irinds upon the Adriatic, which was to bo wrecked upon tho shore of Malta; the hap-

Jiedt man jvmong all the two hundred and seventy-six soldiers and sailors that walked

10 dock : for his was a faith which grow brighter amid tho wano of yoara and tho

gathering storms of persecution, and led him to say in view of tho martyr death that

iraa befin'o him: "I ant now ready to bo oflored, and tho time of my tleparturo is at

>and."

All this is very plain from tho teaching of tho \Vi>rd; but it is no less plain from

iho teaching of Providence. How true is it that God is in history ! Wo can seo this

^oth in tho history of nationa and individuals. Think of the life of Joseph—of David

^r Daniel! You can see tho band of God in the dreams of Joseph,—in the rIocoIos.".

I^igbt of Abasueruii,—in tho shipwreck of the Apostlo,—in tho early lifo of Martin

Irtithor. But consider your own lifo: how you have been led; what influences havo

been brought to bear on you; how your lifo baa been shaped and your character

moulded into its presont fashion ! Ob, how truly wo aro tho clay and Ho tho potter!

Look back upon the i^ast years through which you havo so silently and thoughtlessly

glided, and see what God hath wrought! Yoiir birth—marriage—present employment

—your state in lifo—your opinions; religious experience—your friendships, prefer-

ences and prejudices—losses and gains—joys and sorrows—successes and reverses:

these wero not loose contingencies for which no ptjvisicm was made, and which no

J^oresight could anticipate, but tho Aviso appointment of Him who doeth His will among
iihc armies of heaven and tho inhabitants of earth. These, for the most part, wero not

of your own seeking, but of God's ordaining. It was the reading of a certain book, or

<he hearing of a certain preacher, that made such a deep and abiding impression upon
your mind. It was an accidental meeting, one night, that led you to bo this man's

Wife, or that wife's husband. Like two rivers that rise far apart on tho hills, some-

times diverging and sometimes converging, but which ultimately moot at a given point,

And flow on in one united stream—like these you met at a given point, and thus linkeil

together in feeling and in destiny, you move on together, acting and reacting upon
each other, in the most important interests of your being, till you reach that blessed

ftate where they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but aro as tho angels t>f God

!

God is in history; and God is in biography. Ho has been in your lifo. Ita

Jattom, 80 to speak, is in the loom, and tho shuttle is flying: now casting a dark, and
Aow a golden thread; and thus tho work goes on from day to day, amid crosses and
losses, and joya and sorrov/s, till'tho pattern is completed—till the worlc is done. So
with life, in all its details,—its sorrows and joys; dark days and bright day.s. And
jfust as every thread is necessary, whether white or black, to the weaver, in order to
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horo. It was noccHsary that you flhoiiUl liavo juHt Huch a wifo; or that you, O womani *
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Bhould havu just such a huabandl It was nucoHHary tliat you sliouIU moot with that

rovorso which deprived you of your proi)crty,—that Htroko of sicknoHB which romoved

you into a corner,—that ))creaveniont that Huioto down your lirat-born, or deprived

you of tho doairo of your eyes, and roniovod lover and friend into darkness. There

was a needs he for ail those things which have variegated your life and made it so many-

colored,—a noods bo that you should just have had such an upbringing; such a father,

mother, childron; such surroundings; in order that tho divine pattern which (iod had

In His mind, should bo realized. You are oi'en perplexed, often at a standstill, in

regard to tho dispensations of Pro vit^ once; but tho day is coming, wlien, standing in

the clear revealing light of heaven—when looking back upon tho way in which you

have been led, you will exclaim with a groat nund)or that have washed their robes and

made them white in the blood of tho Lamb: "Great and marvellous are all Thy works,

Lord God Almighty; righteous and true are all Thy ways, Thou King of saints." The

mason goes to his work, anxidmuss, and mud, and planks, and scaffolding, and piles of

Btone and loose material. lie works, and works, not knowing very well tho end for

which he is working. But there stands over him a man with a briglit eye in his head,

and a splendid design in his mind, giiiding all and directing all; and as tho mason

works, and works, amidst tho dust and din from day to day, tho design becomes more

and more apparent, till the top stone is raised amidst shoutings of joy, and the building

on which he has been laboring for years, shines forth in all is goodly proportions, as a

monument of the country's glory. So is it with tho life of every believer. Ho ia

working, so to speak, amid tho dust and dirt of common things; but God's bright de-

sign is ripening—ripening every hour,

—

"Unfolding every hour;
The bud may have a bitter taste,

But sweet will be the flower.

" Blind unbelief is sure to err,

And scan His work in vain,

—

God is His own interpreter,

And Ho will mako it plain.

Such was tho feeling of the poet, in looking back upon his checkered life; and

similar was the feeling of tho Apostle when he said: "I am now ready to be offered,

and the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, I have

finished my course, I have kept tho faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown

of righteousness, which the Lord, the lighteous judge, shall give mo at that day: and

not to me' only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.

"

II.—In the next place, let me call your attention to the feelings with which the

Christian contemplates the close of Ids earthly career. He looks upon himself as a

conqueror, and death as a triumphal entry into that land of unclouded light ai d un-

sullied purity—where no tears are shed, and where no graves are dug, and wher

God's people, rejoicing always before Him, go no more out, but are forever with the

Lord. Long before now, the Apostle had expressed a desire to depart and to be wi

Christ, which, in his estimation, was far bettor; and now that his departure was ..;

hand, that his work was done, that his mission was fulfilled—now that every gr ct

was shining, and that patience had had her perfect work—we can imagine how hit
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ou O woman' i'i'l"*'"lj 'i ""•'''"'" ^'''"J^ to die soh'uin I'vm (o tlu) < 'liriMtiiui; ainl many for ftar of

loot with that •l''"'''^' '*''" '^'^ thoir lifiitium Hulijuct to l»nii(la;,'u. Many speak Ui^'htly of di'ath; l«iit im

hich romoved """ '""•" ^' ''' "'"'*' ^'"'^'"l^ "f^ *'"' '"''^'ti "'at lucakiiii,' u\> of the; oonMlitntioii, that nn-

or donrivod ^'i''*^'ly •larlvmsH coming ovor tlio oyoH wliioh [tiocedos tin; faial lioiu" - without a dcoj*

tnosa There M'iI ovcrwliulminj,' awo—cHjitcially in the casu of thu man nniuopatcil to dio. OhI it

du it HO manY- 'H ""t tl''J P'li" <*f *b''"y) thu mortal Htruj,'ylo and rendiny usundc-r of tho vitaln, Miat

lond.H Hucli ft tiiiTor to Mm last hour— it iH tho conscioUHm'MH of sin lyinj; at thu door.

Tho Htin;.,' of death in not tho pain of hody; Init the stin.,' of ihjath is sin. Taku that

ftway, and in many a caso, death is litllo more tlian fallin;,'asleei». It is tho consoiou.i-

noHH of a dread horoaftor, for which the man lias nuido no proi)aration of tho i^nilt of

a lifotimo lying upon his huuI; of mercy long slighted; tho Mood of tho covenant lon^

trampled upon as an unh(dy tlnng; communion sahhaths long disregarded, and thu

whole lifo uncloansed and nnforgivon. Jt is the fuar of mooting with :in angry (<od—
of rushing into J lis dread presonco before whom tho heavens shall tleo away, and no

place bo f<mnd for thom: it is tkls which lends to the last liour all its alarm, and makes

death tho king of terrors. I'ut in tho case of t!io C'hi'istiiin, the sting has been taken

away; and even when faith is feeblo and faltering, it is still sti'ong enough to break the

dread, and lighten tho stroke an<l gather comfort from Him who has so beautifully

Raid: " When thou passost through tlio waters, I will bo with tlioo, and tho floods,

they shall not overflow thoe; when thou walkeat through tho tiro, thou shalt not bo

burned, neither shall the flames kiii'llo upon thee." And if this may bo saiil of oiut

whoso faith is weak—whoso nund is beclouded hy long and lacoratinj? disease, what

are wo to say of one who goes d(;wn to tho grave like tho A jMOnflo, ^vi^h his mind in

full vigor, with strong faith, and every gri'o biu' ing brighuy? Hu\. ^Iv does ho

go down to tho grave a con(iuei'or, and moro tl n a con<|ncror tliroiisrfc, / ** who

loved liim! Tho Apostle was to die by a ci'uel tli his blooil was to flow ...i in/'

scafffdd—his head was to bo suutten oil" with tho C(dd stucT, OV''^ Mio time wuh athaml;

hut his eyo was on a far-ofl' homo, U])on tlio seroner sky beyond, it^J» tht» erown of

righteousness which tho Lord tlie righteous .lnti{f" would giv<.> him, njiou th,
" »lHwfn'j[ti

of constellations, and the welconi \s of the rodoemod, and (In goorlly foUowslup of im

prophets, and the noblo army of u .n-tyrs that had preceded himt I, , glory: and so death

was swaUowed up in victory. Ho does not oven nanio death. He spe.^''^-^ <>! rhere

•of death being abolished by Christ—as if it had no existence; and «pij)' *n keeping;

with that statement does ho speak of death here: "I am noAv ready lu uc ofl'otvtX

and tho time of my departui'o is at hand;" as if ho wore an emigrant, alxnit toiv''«bn,-j<

for a distant, but welcome shore. " I ain now ready to bo otlered, and tho time f

my departure is at hand. I have fought a good light, I have liniahod my coiirse, jl

have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for ine a crown of rightoinisness,

which the Lord, the righteous Jndge, shall give nio at that day, and not to mo oidy,

but unto all thom also that Ic^vo his appearing.

The Aposi' had his full share of troiddos. He speaks of perils by sea, and
peril; y land, and perils among false brethren; tho watchfulness which he had to

exercj over liis ii or man, lest ho should bo a castaway; the care which he had over

all the (. vrches; a\ ' that thorn in the flesh, whatever it was, that overshadowed his

•spirit anii opt him down. But all his troubles wore over now, and ho stood waiting

for his call. He was a nan of like passions with ourselves, and had to struggle hard
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VitJi ) lic'i-.y KjHi-ii .ami a prmi.l, imperious will. No one f,'roar.c(l more than ho under'
those lustini,<of the flesh iig.ainst the Kpiiit, .and the spirit .-i^'.-iinst the flesh, which
every one feels; but uniid ".11 those struggles, he held strongly to tliose grand old
tr\iths, Avhicli he loved to proclaim with growing earnestness, to the triumi)hant
close. He had liad his full share of trcjubles, and those had written deep lines uj)on
his brow, and wrought rich grace in his so'ii—had filled him with many holy mem-
ories and joys, and built him up in faith and hope, and all those graces, Avhich are best
learned in the school of affliction; and now looking back upon the checkered past he
could see that all was of ri„tl, from first to last—that the things that crushed bin', and
grieved him, and stood in his way, Jis he thought, turned out rather for the furtherance

of the gospel; and not only so, but to the building of himself up in all those ripe

gi'aces which slione with such 8i)lendor in the evening of his little day. His course is

run, his work his ovcr,.and he has no regrets to utter about the divine dispensaticms

—

no tears to shed about the losses he had to endure; but on the contrary, blesses God
for them all—for the path in which he had been led, for the discipline to which ho
had been subjected, the laboiirs and successes with which his life had been ci'owned.

HoAV d.'tferynt tlie review of the gay and worldly man, or even the man who only in

later years has learned to walk with God ! Think of Solonion, whose early life ^vas so

beautiful, but whose Later years were so stained! There is some reason to believe

that his last years were years of penitence, but how sad the retrospect: All is vanity

ami vexation of spirit ! So Loi'd Chesterfield, at the age of seventy-six. Hear him;

"I have read Solomon with a sort of sympathetic feeling—I have been as wicked and

"vain, though not so wise; but 1 am now wise enough to feel the truth of his reflection,

"that all is vanity. This truth is never sufficiently discovered or tested by mere

"speculation. Experience is necessary to conviction, though that be at the expense

"of morality." Now read the text, and see what was the feeling of the Apostle in

reviewing his life ; "I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is

at hand. I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, 1 have kept the faith:

Henceforth there is laid \ip for me a crown of righteousness, Avhich the Lord, the

righteous Judge, shall give me at that day; and not to me only, but unto all them also

that love his appearing."

But the Apostle looks forward as well as backward: ''Henceforth there is laid

up." With him the past is now the past. What he had written, he had written;

and now his look is toward the eternal shore, and past and present and future are all

,

luminous—all lying in the light of Him who doeth all things well. The henceforth

was now everything to him; and the time is coming when the henceforth will be every-

thing to us—when our feet, too, shall stand by the river of death, on a narrow neck of

land, which the next wave will overflow; when the next hard breath will break the

slender thread of life which separates us from the eternal world; when we shall feel

the earth sinking beneath our feet, and eternity, like a great ocean, gathering round

and round, cutting us off forever from the fading shores of time—from the familiar

scenes in which we have long walked, the old Church in which we have so often wor-

shipped, and the friendly faces that we have learned to love as our own souls: the

time is at hand when the great, the awful future will fill the whole soul, and dwarf

into utter insignificance all the little affairs of the present—when the world will gr-^w

dim, and friends shall weep, and the roar of the eternal ocean shall strike upon the

ear, and the tossing of the waves shall be felt beneath our feet; and the powers of the
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worltt to come shall take hold upon onv spirits, all alive thot to the importance oi

salvation, and, prepared or unprepared, will hurry us into the otemal world. l]lessed

indeed, is that man who, in that solenm hour, is ab}e to look forward witli something

of the spirit of the great Apostle—who, when lover and friend are removed into dark-

hess, is able to rest peacefully upon the Rock of Ages, and say: I know in whom I

believe, and I am persuaded the He will keep that which I have committed to Hini

till that day. I go, I know ijot where—to regi(ms and worlds unknown; but I go to

Him and with Him who loved me and gave Himself for me; and I am persuaded that

neither death nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor p(jwers, nor things present,

nor things to come, shall be able to separate me from the h^ve of God in Christ Jesus

our Lord. Henoepokth! Henoefouth! Never, till you come to die, will you feel

how thoroughly the past is the past, and how all that you have lies in the solemn

henceforth—how truly a man's life does not consist in the abundance of the thihgs the

jiian possesseth; but in the richness of hia nature, the sweetness of liis feelings and

alFections, the purity of his tastes and habits, and the grandeur of that relationship

which pales all earthly splendor—a child of God! This Avas that crown of rigiiteous-

ness, in view of which the Apostle rejoiced.

Paul was a i)Oor man as regards this world, but he was rich in faith, in know-

ledge, in the sweetness of his affections, in his attainments in grace, in a thousand

holy memories pertaining to the past, and earnests pertaining to the future; an heir of

G(xl, and a joint hbir with Christ—he felt that all things were his, things present or

things to come—for he was Christ's, and Christ is God's. Many are the classes that

come to the grave, and many the forms in which they come; but there are only tw(j

classes rise iip on the other side. And Ikjw diflerent the spectacle pi'osentcd there front

that presented here ! Here rises one, thin .and shrivelled iip—a naked sjjirit, with

all its once gocxUy sensibilities gone, but retaining all its powers and pas.^ions in full

force—powers and passions which nothing can satisify, and which n(j duration can

iextinguish. What spirit is this that l(Joks so thin and woe-begonc I Is it the spirit of

Bome poor prophet, wlu) ate the bread of afllicti<m and went down to the grave in misery^

Ko! He Avas a millionaire! He lived in splendor. He was clothed in purple and flue

linen, and fared sumptuously every day! He fllled a large space in the public eye,

And doAvn to the grave he came at last, enclosed in a goklen cofMn, and folloAved by a

long procession of iu( timers bearing the badges of Avoe. But, passing through the

portals of the grave, he has to leave all behind—for strait is the gate and narroAv is the

way; and now, rising up on the other side, he enters upon an eternal career of unpro-

vided nakedness, seeking death and cannot find it. But here is another—and oh,

hoAV Avondrous is his beauty and his fragrance ! See hoAV, as he passes into the other

life, the golden gates are thrown open, and angels come flocking to meet him; Jjoav the

radiant vista opens to receive him; 1u)av, in the centre, he that is chief, rises and says:

^* Welcome! Avclcome home!" Who is this that has met As'ith sucli a grand reception I

A croAvned sovereign ! Sonie great scholar or statesman, on Avhose lips listening .senates

jhung? No! He Avas a poor man. He never owned an acre. He had to rise early

^nd sit late, and to hhn Avcre appointed Aveary days and nights, in which he spent liis

ftll! And he came to his grave in a pine coflin, and was hastily buried in a corner ap-

pointed for strangers. His was a hard lot! but still, accepting the position Avhich God
Jtssigned him, he early gave luniself to the Lord; grcAV in grace, and laid up treasm-e

^ heaven, Avhere neither moth nor rust can corrupt- and having (inisliod his t'our;>e,

ii
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l.'iid liiiiitiulf down t(» dii', woariii;,' a Hiiiile, lillcd witli liDpo.s full of iminortality. And ^ti'ut, ai

h(jro is aniitliur ;ind aiintlnji', emcryiiit,' from tlic diU'kiicss of tiiiiu, liko tho .stars ofjjighcalli

jiiylit, till thu wliolu linuaiuoiit is aglow. And how varied tliuir history; thuir expo- knowledj.

rioiico; thoir orlyiual situation aud ciroinustiiucusl Homo como from lowly phices and him to tli

huiublo homes; and some fr!>m the liigh places of the iield, where they were not our spirit

ashamed to witness for Jesus—the princely merchant, tlie wise statesman, the devoted admitted

pastor, the learned philosopher; and thousands wlioue names were splendid even here, Montrose

hut whf) learned to cover themselves with true honor and renown—thousands whoso that in al

memory shall be held in everlasting remcmlirance—for, having turned many to right- attained

cousuess, they shall shine as the firmament, and as the stars forever aud ever. Hi

These remarks lind a fitting illu:v';ration in tlie case of the Ri;v. Al!':xandku he imniiy

IIuNTKU, whodo sudden death has cast a shade over tliis place and neighl)orhood. His of Pilkm

aun went dov/n while it was yet day: hut not in darkness—not without giving proniiso original

of a gloricnis morrow. His was the unspeakaMo advantage of heing brought up in a in the ne

p;i(ms home; and being early impressed with religious truth, and the surpassing value labor hai

of the soul, he grew up to nuiuhood, devtmt in Sjiirit; conscientious in the discharge of Wid in al

duty; resolute in purpose; strong in faith, giving glory to God. At the suggestion of and choc

friends, Avho had marked his piety, his high talent and indomital)lo energy, lie gave things,

himself to the work of the ministry. And in those prejjaratory studies, in Avhich he so fourteen

much distinguished himself, his fellow-students Jire living witnesses t(.> his I'enuirkable himself t

industry and success. He had not the advantages of some of them in an early scho- take this

lastic training, and he could not perhaps compote Avith some of them in the lighter about thi

graces and retinements of literature. But in all the higher studies, where success is till I had

only attainable by force of intellect, and sweat of brain, and unflagging zeal—he felt ^^ which

himself at hf)me—won honors in every year of his college course; and in the Theological and anxi

Hall, he rose to the very highest place, and won for himself the greatest disthiction »n<l left

Avhich the ^Scn(ltns has in its power to grant to a student, namely, the degree of Bat- ho never

clielor of Divinity: although, from some technicality in the examination, the Board over eve

refused to coiifuv tlie honor so hardly and nobly won.* But uoav removed into that place in

fair world whose sun never sets, .xnd whose honors never fade, he can easily forget the '*

little disappointments of time, and smile at the importance which they once assumed Ciontly i

—for in the light in which he now walks, there is no shadow; and in the honor Avhich tf 1^*^ *-li*^'

he now Avears, there is no sting—even that crown of rigliteousness which the Lord, hccausc

tlie righteous judge, shall give unt(j all them that love his api»earing. nature 1

Mr. Hunter Avas born in Glasgow, Scotland, on tlie KJtli June, 1828, and con- weight t

se(iU(!ntly Avas in tlie forty-seeond year of his age when he died. Jlis parents removing One so 1

to the neighborhood of Lanark soon after, lie received the elements of his ediication in "he min

that village; and Avhile there, pursuing his early studies, iittracted tlie attention of the

teacher, by his energy aud intellectual p(Aver. Even then ho manifested that thirst

for knoAvledgo for Avhich lioAvas so distinguished in after life—a thirst Avhicli j-reAV Avitli

his hdel

and Aval

which C

Ilia j'ears, so that in spite of the diOiculties of his siLuatinn— a life of labor, in Avhicli ••

he had to rise early and sit late—liu cultivated his naturally strong poAvers to a great y^^*" "—

—

—

—

— student
* It is to bo ()bi>ervc(l, that ^Ir. Hunter nut only won tho honor of B.l)., but won it in a

yeiir when tliu ciniiliiliites were nioro niuuorons and more oi(U!illy iiiMtchcil thiiu in any other

year since tlie establir'hineiit ol' tho degree. The contest was one of uinisu.il keenness. Out of

a niaxiiuuni umulier of ;JflO marks, Mr. II. made tho astonishini; number of •ll!.>—nearly seven-
ei^liths. Mr. Smith, the |iresent esteemed mini:-tur of Belleville, 420 ; Mr. Hart, of Perth, 415

;

ministr;

peeled i

Ivuv. Mr. Gordon, Almonte, 40y.

rose in

4voro oi

i



13

•t.'ility. And
) tliu stiirs of

; tlioir exi)(j-

ly places and
ley were not

, tlie devoted

id even here,

isands wlioso

any to right-

ever.

Alkxam>kii

n'hood. liis

viny promise

)Ught up in a

)assing value

dincharge of

uggeaiion of

vgy, lie gave

1 which he so

5 remarkable

!i early scho-

i the lighter

ro success is

zeal—he felt

a Theological

t distinction

gree of Bat-

1, the Board

ed into that

ly forget the

ice assumed

honor which

h the Lord,

28, and con-

its removing

education in

)ntion of the

chat thirst

;h grew Avith

r, in which

's to a great

won it in ii

in liny oilier

iiJ.-'s. Out of
oiirlv i^cvcn-

; I'urth, -115;

©latent, and mastci'cd an amount of information which served him in good stead in tho

high calling to which he devoted himself. And his was not merely a thirst for secular

knowledge—in which all more or less take delight,—hut his wiis a thirst which carried

him to tho deeper fountains of truth, and the more solemn questions which pertain to

our spiritual life. And so much did he distinguish himself in this respect, that when

admitted to the membership of the church over which the late Mr. McCjIill presided,

Montrose street, Glasgow, that num of God remarked to his (IMr. Hunter's) father,

that in all his experience as a minister, he had never examined one of his age that had

attained to such a degree of Christian knowledge.

He was the third of a family of ten sons and two dcaughters, and with tho family

he immigrated to this country in 1842^ and settled on a beautiful farm in tho township

of Pilkington, Wellington County, where they soon succeeded in adding largely to their

original possessions, and raising themselves to a position of independence and influenco

in the neighborhood. But before they did so, they had, like all our early settlers, to

labor hard for years, and face many difficulties of which we have little experience,

—

aiicl in all these our departed friend had his full share. But he was always hopeful

and cheerful, x)rossing on to nobler attainments and to a richer experience of divino

things. Tho death of his father, a m(jst worthy and pious man, which took place abcnit

fourteen years ago, and the often-expressed desire of his father that he should give

himself to the work of the ministry, had a great eifect in leading him ultimately to

take this step; and I can remember as if it were yesterday, how, in visiting the family

about that time, how modestly ho made known to mo his father's desire, and then not

till I had first broken tho ice, and suggested tho propriety of giving himself to a work

ill which faithful men were so much needed at that time. I remember how diffidently

and anxiously ho looked upon such an undertakhig; but after he made up his mind,

and left his happy home, and the splendid iields which were now yielding abundantly,

ho never looked back, but prosecuted his higher studies with a zeal which carried him
over every difficulty, till ho finished his course with joy, and won for himself a high

place in the kingdom.

Mr. Hunter was qualified, in many respects, not only to dischai'ge his duty effi^

Ciontly in the pulpit, but to take a prominent place in tho courts of the church; and

if he did not make himself felt in tho higher coiu't till tho last meeting, it was simply

bocausc ho thought liis time had not come. To a singularly earnest and afl'ecticmatt

nature he added a calnniess, and steadiness, and thoughtfvdness, which lent great

weight to his counsels, and Avhich bade fair to raise him to a high place in the church.

One so highly gifted by nature, and so well fiu'uishod by education for the work of

the ministry, could not but be a success. You yourselves are all witnesses this day to

his fidelity as a pastor, and his kiudr.oss as a friend—how earnestly he ccunseiled you
and warned you, and never so ha])py as when he saw that tho work was prospering

H'hich God had given him to do.

His was but a short ministerial life—only five years; and ho gave them all to

you—tho fruit of all his studies and talents to you. He came to you while yet a

Btudont; diffident and d<»ubtful as to whether God had called him t(j the work of the

Ininistry, and whether ho was the right man to build up a people s*^ scattered and
pooled as you had been; but you know how he won upon your afiections; hov/ ho

rose in your esteem, as year after year passed on; how he gathered in a people that

were once no iiuoiile. and the means of not only building t'.vu new churcheti, but
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of building yoursolvos \\p in faith and charity, till now, as a people, you can look

ward to the future without fear of disoryanization, and as individual believers,

the blessed h(y\)(i, and to the glorious appearing of the great God, our Saviour,

has done a good wcjrk among ycjii, and it is known to myself how dear that work
to him—how much his mind ran upon you, even in the mortal struggle; how often|

bore you upon his heart at the throne of the hea\'enly gi'ace, and Avhat a deep inteij

ho took in you all—in the mission schemes, in the sabbath schools, in every famil

in every individual pertaining to the congregation. I am sure you can never fc

his pastoral visits; his going out and coming in; his words of counsel and conifJ

which he spake while he was yet with you; his growing earnestness in the work, asl

hastened on to the close; how much ho longed for mcn-e spiritual life in the churl

how grieved he was when he heard of anything like backsliding among tlie membq
and hovf faithfully he warned you from this place, and preached to yo« the gospel!

the kingdom.

His ministry has noAV closed; liis voice is silent; his right hand has forgot I

cunning; all that is earthly has been committed to the (piiet grave, and his spirit

gone to God v,'\\o gave it. He could truly say: "I have finishud my course, I ]\i

kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which

Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at that day; and not to mo only, but ui

all them also that love his appearing. " It is pleasant to me to think of his eamq
peaceful close; of his gentle surrender of his spirit to God; of the words of faith

hope that fell horn his lips during the mortal agony; of the tender concern which!

felt, not only for his little family—cxer so dear to him, but for you—for the liJ

flock over which the Holy Gliost made him tlie overseer. He has gone to his FatI

and his God; but though he is gone into tlie region of the unseen .and eternal—thoil

dead, he yet, like righteous Abel, speaketh. By this church, which he was the meJ

of building, he speakuth; by these silent graves around us, over which he stood inj

solemn hour when the dust was committed to the dust, he siKjuketh; by tlie SabbJ

schools which he established and watched over with such tender solicitude, ho speakol

by the souls he has been the means of converting and quickenirtg, he speaketh; by
j

holy memories of his (piiet and beautiful lift^—his going out and coming in for tli|

five years, he speaketh; by liis own silent grave, Avhere ho lies with some oi his

loved people around him, he speaketh;—from all tliese memorials of the past coJ

that long, earnest, pleading voice: FiHiparc, Israel, to vwd thy God !




