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PREFACE.

The present description of Montreal is written in view

of the erection, by the Numismatic and Antiquarian

Society, of a number of historical tablets of marble,

marking spots of special connection with the past. As
a setting, a general account of the city was thought

desirable, both for the information of strangers and to

act as a record for the citizens. The text of the chief

tablet inscriptions is given, and the object has been to

make a readable volume, not too heavily encumbered
with statistics, and presenting particularly the romance
and interest of the town.
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Jflontreal after 250 U^^^5.

HISTORY OF THE SITE.

lEDRicii Knickerbocker approaches the subject

of the Dutch history of New York with such

respectful awe, that he commences his narrative at

the beginning of the World ! We, too, will go far back,

and 3ay that the original site of Montreal, some hundred

million years ago, was the muddy bottom of a wide gulf

or sea; of which mud. and of the fishes swimming above

it, the crisp grey stone of her public buildings, her ware-

houses and her residences is the nineteenth-century form.

Her next shape was that of an immense and lofty

volcano-peak, energetically puffing out its thick smoke,

its molten lava and its showers of cinders—a busier spot

than it has ever been since, yet an excellent advance

notice of the manufacturing metropolis it was its inten-

tion to be, after getting duly pared down to a mere core

by the great ice-movements of glacial ages, and then

B
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MONTREAL AFTKR 250 YEARS.

I .1

':

covered over with grass, trees, Indians, white men and

real estate agents.

From time immemorial there was a town here. His-

tory opens with one in full view.

When Jacques Cartier, the Columbus of Canada,

sailed up to the Island in 1535, having heard reports of

a great Town and Kingdom of Ilochclaga, he found a

race of Indians living by a rude agriculture and fishing,

who dwelt in a walled village containing some 1,500

souls.

These facts, taken with their language, of which he

gives a list of words, and with their condition of peace,

tend to show that they were of a race which at some time

split into those two bitterly hostile nations, the Hurons

and the Iroquois. The latter are better known outside

of Canada as the Five Nations of New York, or, with

the Tuscaroras of Florida afterwards added, the Six

Nations.

Aboriginal Traditions.

There are two legends of the cause of the dissension.

One goes that a certain chief refused to permit his

son to marry a particular maiden. She was a beauty,

and swore never to favor any brave but he who should

kill that chief A warrior did so, and won her. But

the race took sides in the feud, and hence arose the

long, relentless war between the two peoples.

The other story is that the Algonquins, arrogant,

nomadic hunters of a different tongue, subdued that

part of the quieter, corn-planting race afterwards called

Hurons, and induced them to join in oppressing the

Iroquois. The latter were forced to apply their talents

I
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MONTREAL AFTER 250 YEARS. 3

to the art of war, and did so with such success that, by

means of their celebrated confederacy (which they called

"The Chain"), they were about to conquer both the

Ilurons and Algonquins at the period of the arrival of

Champlain.

There appears to have been more than one Indian

village on the Island. Besides the cultivated space

noticed around the T jwn of Ilochelaga by Jacques

Carticr, Champlain found about sixty acres which had

once been tilled in the neighborhood of the present

Custom House. It is recorded also that in 1642 certain

Indians, called by the writer Algonquins (but who were

probably not), exclaimed, with a kind of melancholy

pride, to the French of Ville Mai.e during a pilgrimage

to the top of Mount Royal :
" We are of the nation of

those who formerly inhabited this isle. Behold the

spots where there were once towns filled with many
Indians. Our enemies drove out our forefathers, and so

this Island has become desert and without inhabitant."

An old man among them said that his grandfathers

had lived there and cultivated the ground. " See," he

said, taking up a handful of earth :
" The soil is good,

examine it
!

" Pere Lalemant, the Jesuit missionary,

writes, in 1656, that under the Algonquin name the

French included a diversity of small peoples, among
whom was one named Ononchataronons, or the tribe

of Iroquet, " whose ancestors formerly inhabited the

Island of Montreal, and who seem to have some desire

to repossess it as their country." Agaiq :
" An old

man, aged, say, 80 years, retired to Montreal. ' Here,'

said he, ' is my country : my mother told me that in her
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youth, the Ilurons chove us from this Ishuul : I wish to

be buried near my forefathers.'

"

The ori«;iiial description by Jaccves Cartier of what

he saw is as follows :

" //(m> the Captain ami the gentlemen, ivith twenty-five

men, well armed and in good order, went to the Town of

llocJielaga, and of the situation of the said plaee.

"The next day at early dawn the Cai)tain arrayed

himself and put his men in order, to go and see the

town and dwellini^ of tiie said pco})le, and a mountain

which is adjacent to the said town, whitiier went with

the said Captain the i^cntleincn and twenty mariners,

and left the rest for the guard of the barriues, and took

three men of the said toNv'ii of HocJielaga to take and

conduct them to the said place. And we being on the

road found it as beaten as it was possible to see, in the

most beautiful soil and the finest plain : oaks as fair as

there are any in forest of l^'rance, under which all the

ground was covered with acorns. And we, having gone

about a league and a half, found on the road one of the

principal Lords of the said Town of llochelaga with

several persons, who made sign to us that we must rest

there near a fire which they had made on the said road.

And then commenced the said Lord to make a sermon

and preaching, ?s hereinbefore has been told to be their

way of making joy and acquaintance in making that

Lord dear to the said Captain and his company, which

Captain gave him a couple of axes and knives, with a

Cross and a reminder of the Crucifix, which he made
him kiss and hung at his neck : whereof he returned

thanks to the Captain. That done, wc walked on

NlNW.
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further, and about a half league thence we commenced
to find the lands tilled and fair large fields full of corn

of their lands, which is like Brazil rice, as large, or

in ore, than peas, whereof they live as we do on wheat,

/vnd in the midst of those fields is situated an 1 fixed

the said Town of Hochelaga, near and joining a

mountain which is in its neighborhood, well tilled and

exceeding fertile ; there Tom one sees very far. We
named that mountain Mont Royal. The said town is

quite round and palisaded with wood in three rows, in

form of a pyramid, interlaced above, having the middle

rov/ in perpendicular, then lined with wood laid along,

well joined and corded in their mode, and it is of the

height of about two lances. And 'there is in that town

but one gate and entrance, which shuts with bars,

on which and in several places on said palisade is a kind

of galleries, with ladders to mount them, which are

furnished with rocks and stones for the guard and

defence thereof There are in that town about fifty

houses each at mo.-:t about fifty paces long and twelve

or fifteen paces wide, all made of wood, covered and

furnished in great pieces of bark as large as tables, well

sewed artificially after their manner ; and in them are

several halls and chambers ; and in the middle of said

h.ouses is a great hall on the ground, where they make
their fire and live in common ; then they retire to their

said chambers, the men with their wives and children.

And likewise, they hive granaries above their houses

where they put their corn, whereof fhey make their

bread they call Caraconi. ... This people devote

themselves only to tillage and fishing, to live : for they

/
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make no account of the goods of tiiis life, because they

have no knowledge of them, and do not leave their

country, and arc not wandering like those of Canada

and Saguenay, notwithstanding that the said Canadians

arc subject to them, together with eight or nine other

peoples who are on the said River."

The Hochelagans made much of Cartier, antl brought

him into the middle of their town to the public square,

which was, he says, a good stone's throw from side to

side. All the women kissed him, weeping for jo}'.

The men then sat in order around, and the Agouhanna,

or " lord and king of the country," was brought in on

men's shoulders, wearing a porcupine head-dress. He
was about fifty years old and palsied, and begged

Cartier to touch and cure him. All the other sick also

did so. He recited the first nords of the Gospel of St.

John, made the sign of the cross, and opening a service-

book, read to them the entire passion of Christ, to which

they attended gravely. He made a distribution of

presents, and on leaving was taken to the top of Mount
Royal, "about a quarter of a league from the town,"

where he was delighted with the view. After Gfettinjj

some rude geographical information from the people, he

returned to his boats accompanied by a great multitude

of them, who, when they saw any of his men. weary,

would take them on their shoulders and carry them on.

The Town of tlochclaga is one of the mysterious

mirages of history, for, large though it was, it thence-

forth completely disappears from record, with all its

dusky warriors, its great square and its large maize

fields. The very spot on which it stood—nearly in front
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of McGill Grounds on Sherbrooke Street, towards

Metcalfe—was unknown until a few years ago, when it

was accidcnlally re-discovered. In the words of one of

those who took part

:

'* The memory of the place had remained forgotten

for three hundred years, until, Mcrculaneum-like, it was

discovered by men excavating for founda*^ions. First a

skeleton was brought to light in a sitting posture, then

other skeletons ; then specimens of pottery. On a

more careful search being made by local antiquarians,

the rubbish-heap of the town was found. This con-

sisted of broken pottery and pipes, with bones of the

animals used as food, besides the fragments of other

items in their bill of fare. Much of the habits of the

old townspeople was gathered from these researches.

But the whole work was desultory, being left to the

caprice of individuals. So far only the western border

was touched upon—that by the brook, which, running

through McGill College Grounds, passed down by

Metcalfe Street." *

A tablet on the latter street, near Sherbrooke, marks

the place where most of the relics were found, and reads

as follows :
" Site of a large Indian village, claimed to

be the Town of Hochelaga visited by Jacques Cartier

in 1 535-"

La Place Royale.

The next white man to visit the Island was Samuel

de Champlain, founder and first Governor of Canada, in

161 1. He reached here, with an Indian and a French-

R. W. McLachlan, Esq.
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MONTREAL AFTER 250 YEARS. 9

man, on the 28th of May, and, struck with the site,

selected it at once for a city.

" After having moved about in one direction and

another," he says, " as well in the woods as along the

shore, to find a place suitable for the site of a dwelling

whereon to prepare a spot for building, J walked eight

leagues, skirting the great rapids, through the woods,

which are open enough, and came as far as a lake to

which our Savage led me, where I considered the

country very closely. But, in all that I saw, I found no

place more suitable than a little spot, which is as far as

barques and boats can easily come up, unless with a

strong v/ind or by a circuit, because of the great current

;

for higher than that place (which I named La Place

Royale), a league away from Mount Royal, there are

quantities of small rocks and ledges, which are very

dangerous. And near the said Place Royal there is a

little river which goes some distance into the interior, all

along which there are more than sixty acres of deserted

land, which are like meadows, where grain can be sown

and gardens made. Formerly the savages tilled these,

but they abandoned them on account of the wars they

had there.

" Having, therefore, made particular examination and

found this place one of the most beautiful on that river,

I immediately had the wood cut and cleared away from

the said Place Royale to make it even and ready for

building, and anyone r^n pass water around it easily and

make a little isle of it, and settle down there as he desires.

"There is a little island twenty rods from the said

Place Royale, which is over 100 paces long, where one

:mmmm*^ miTiifiniit :mm^ iSimK'i>mjf»*>»^''---' .-«*>/Wii..wu^^^^)Wf---ffa»'^'y^"*y^



lO MONTREAL AFTER 250 YEARS.

could make a good and strong dwelling. There is also

much meadow-land of very good rich pottery clay, as

well for brick as for building, which is a great conveni-

ence. I made use of a part of it, and built a wall there

four feet thick and three to four high and ten rods long

to test how it would k^ep during winter when the waters

descend, which, in my opinion, would not come up to

said wall, seeing that the bank is elevated twelve feet

above said river, which is high enough. In the middle

of the river there is an island about three-quarters of a

league in circuit, fit for the building of a good and

strong town, and I named it the Isle of Saincte

Heleine. The rapids come down into a sort of lake,

where there are two or three islands and fine meadow-
lands.

" While awaiting the Savages, I there made two

gardens, one in the meadows and the other in the

woods, which I cleared, and the second day of June I

sowed some grains, which all came up in perfect! )ii and

in a short time, demonstrating the goodness of the

ground.'

When we approach the neighborhood where he landed,

and remember that the city was planned and even

begun by so grand a man the honor of his name and

his character throws for us its halo about the place.

Ihe fascinating story of the ultimate foundation of

the city will be told in succeeding pages.

\i\

IV



CHAPTER II.

GENERAL DESCRIPTIVE OUTLINES OF THE CTTV. ^

*riE leading characteristics of the Montreal of to-

day are :

Its magnificent situation,

Its historic riches,

Its commercial activity,

The cosmopolitan charm of its division of

languages and populations. It is, in this

respect, the Alexandria of the West.

Few cities, if any, surpass it in situation. Past it, in

front, sweeps the stately River of Rivers, the St.

Lawrence, two miles in breadth, bearing down to the

Gulf one-third of the fresh waters of the globe ; in rear

rises Mount Royal, its sides clothed with foliage, its

recesses full of beautiful drives and views ; and round

about the city lies the extensive and fertile Island of

Montreal, thirty- two miles long by nine wide, bordered

with a succession of lovely bays, hamlets and watering-

places. Commercially, the town is, and has always been.
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12 MONTREAL AFTER 250 YEARS.

the metropolis of Canada. Seated at the head of ocean

navigation, its sway as such extends over by far the

largest portion of North America. Its connections have

a notable influence on the western trade of the United

States. It is backed by the great lake and canal system,

which connects it with Chicago, Dulutli and the cities of

the interior of the continent, to which some day, by a

short and easy cut, will, no doubt, be added those of the

Mississippi. It is the headquarters of, among others,

two of the greatest of railways—the Canadian Pacific,

which runs from the Atlantic to the Pacific Oceans, and

is the longest in the world, and its rival, the Grand

Trunk. Its population, with the adjuncts which pro-

perly form part of it, amounts to a little under 300,000

.souls, rapidly increasing. Though 620 miles from the

sea, Montreal is a great seaport.

Looking around from the top of the towers of Notre

Dame, one might say to himself: "This city is the

Mother of the cities of the West. Yonder was the birth-

place of the founder of New Orleans, the home of

La Salle, of Duluth, of La Mothe Cadillac the founder

of Detroit, Mackenzie, Fraser, Alexander Henry, and of

the famous Scotch fur-kings, who governed the fate of

the North-West. There is the greatest River in the

world. Crossing it is a bridge that was long the

engineering wonder of the world. There are the head-

quarters of the greatest railway in the world. Here is

the strongest Bank on the continent. Nearer still is the

wealthiest institution on the continent, the Seminary of

St. Sulpice. In this tower is the largest bell on the

continent." And so on.

,
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The city's most pleasin<j source of interest, hcwever,

is its liistorical spots and associations, for in such there

is scarcely a town in America richer, though, as in most

active phices, the march of progress has removed only

too many of the old houses, churches and streets. To
what remain, we hope to conduct the reader. Among
additional attractions of Montreal is McGill University,

while the churches and charitable institutions and the

athletic sports of the place are celebrated over the

world.

The population at the end of French rule in 1760 was

some 3,000 ; in 1809, about 12,000. To-day it is, as

already stated, verging on 300,000. Its shipping trade,

founded on the ancient annual barter between the

Indian tribes here, amounted in 1840 to 31,266 tons

burden, in 1891 to some 2,000,000 tons, nearly equally

divided between ocean-going and inland vessels ; while

the number of its transatlantic steamship lines was 15,

and the capital of its 1 1 banks $43,583,000.

The Harbour.—Prior to 185 1 only vessels under 600

tors, and drawing not more than 1 1 feet of water, could

pass up to Montreal ; but, by degrees culminating

lately, a channel 2yy2 feet deep has been dredged all

the way up, so as to admit of the largesi: ships reaching

the pori from the Atlantic Ocean. At the same time,

the inland canals have be-^n deepened to 14 feet.

Immense shipments of grain, lumber and cattle are

exported by these means, and general imports return in

exchange. St' ;im navigation was introduced early. In

1807 Fulton launched the first steamboat in America on

the Hudson, Two years later, after correspondence

i
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uoulcl consider necessary for the purpose, and may be

contrasted with the h'gl.t cantilever bridge of the Cana-

dian Pacific Railway at Lachine. It was built for the

Cirand Trunk Railway of Canada, of which it remains

the property. Victoria Bridge is, in many respects, a

study in itself, the nice allowance for expansion and

contraction by temperature, the tons of i)aint applied to

it, the half-ton of annual rust scraped off, and many

other details, are food for curiosity and thought. All

the iron came out from England, eacli piece marked for

its place, the stone mostly from Pointe Claire. In an

enclosure near the entrance to the bridge an immense

boulder attracts curiosity. It bears an inscription stating

that it was erected as a motiument by the workmen

engaged in building the bridge to the memory of 6,000

immigrants who died in one year of ship fever. The
boulder was taken out of the bed of the River.

As the eye ranges about the harbour, it is caught by

the long range of solid stone buildings which form the

front of the city, by the great grain elevatcrs grouped

at each end of the view, by the domes, towers and spires

of the Bonsecours Market, Bonsecours Church, Notre

Dame, the Custom House, and the Harbor Commis-
sioners' Building, and the serried masts and the smoke-

stacks of many iron steamships crowding the wharves.

The landscape is one also full of history and tragedy.

(The Canadian Pacific Railway Bridge referred to, at Lachine,

seven miles above, vvas completed in 1887. It is coiiiposed of 2 abutments

and 15 piers. There are 4 land spans of 80 feet ; the rest are 240 each,

except the deep-water portion, consisting of 2 flanking spans of 270 feet

and 2 cantilever, each 408, forming one continuous truss 1,356 feet long.)
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16 MONTREAL AFTER 250 YEARS.

Many a pre-historic savage fight must have taken place

in the neighborhood : many a canoe of painted warriors

have crept stealthily along the shores. On the shores

round about, many a party of the settlers was murdered

by the Iroquois in the earliest days of the colony. Two
lost their lives in the same minner on St. Helen's Island

just opposite; and on Moffatt's, or Isle-a-la-Pierre, Father

Guillaume Vignal was slain by an Iroquois ambush during

a fierce battle on the opening of a quarry in 1659. On
the Longueuil bank opposite mighty during the i8th

century, have been descried the towers, walls and chapel

spire of the finest feudal castle in New France. At St.

Lambert there was a palisaded fort. Laprairie, far over

to the south, across the water, was the scene, in 1691, of

the celebrated and desperate battle of Laprairie, the first

land attack by British colonists upon Canada. To the

port came Indian traders for a generation before the

founding of the city. Thither in succeeding days came

down the processions of huge canoes of gaily-singing

voyageurs, returning from a year's adventurous trading

in the pathless regions of the West to the annual two

months' fair at Montreal.

To speak of the Harbour is to speak of the River,

which recalls a remark made in an antiquated descrip

tion of Montreal. "A striking feature in this majestic

stream," says HocJielaga Dcpicta^ " independently of its

magnitude, has always been the theme of jusi admira-

tion. The Ottawa joins the St. Lawrence above, and

thenceforward they unite their stream.s. But though

they flow in company, each preserves its independence

as low down as Three Rivers, ninety miles below

I iifei'--.
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Montreal From any elevated part of the

shore the spectator may discern the beautiful green

tinge of the St. Lawrence on the farther side, and the

purplish brown of the Ottawa on the half of the River

nearest to him."

The city proper occupies only about 7,000 acres in

area, being densely populated by reason of the climate.

It is colloquially divided into "Uptown" and "Down-
town," separated by an indefinite line about Dorchester

Street. " East-end " and " West-end " arc also terms

frequently used, and the line is about Bleury Street. A
convenient landmark is the intersection of the city by

two principal business streets—St. Catheri:ie, running

across it from east to west, and St. Lawrence, from north

to south.

The population is divided into three chief race

divisions, coinciding also with religious lines: "English,"

inhabiting mainly the West-end, numbering about

60,000, and comprising a population much more

decidedly Scottish than English in extraction ; F.-ench,

in number about 150,000, inhabiting principally the

East-end, but also considerable portions of the lower

levels of the West-end, as well as the adjoining cities of

Stc. Cunegonde and St. Henri de Montreal ; and
" Irish," that is, Irish Roman Catholic, inhabiting the

region known as " Griffintown," west of McGill Street,

and numbering about 40,000.

The principal residential ouarter is the " West-end,"

especially around and above Sherbrooke Street, which is

the finest residence thoroughfare, though perhaps soon to

be outdone by Pine and Cedar Avenues, on Mount Royal.
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Architecturally, the city presents a solid appearance

resembling that of the commercial British cities, the

prevailing material being an admirable grey limestone,

obtained from quarries in the neighborhood, relieved

occasionally by stones of richer color, and for the

cheaper buildings by a plain red brick.

The value of real estate in the town is approximateU-

$150,000,000. The total annual revenue is $2,225,000,

and is levied chiefly by an assessment of i per cent, on

realty for civic purposes, 1-5 of i per cent, for schools, water

rates, and business duty of 7^ per cent, on the rentals.

Religious and benevolent institutions are exempt from

taxation. The civic debt is over $16,000,000, and is

limited to 15 per cent, of the assessed val;'c c" *"he real

estate, a limit nearly reached. The debt is t. _, largely

represented, however, by valuable assets, such as Parks,

City Hall, Fire Stations and Waterworks.

Having thus outlined the Montreal of to-day, a word

remains about the Montreal of the future. No one can

doubt that Nature intends a great city here. The head of
|

ocean navigation on so matchless a waterway as the St.

Lawrence—a seaport six hundred miles inland—with

behind it the whole " north coast " of the United States,

and such teeming cities as Chicago, Detroit, Buff'

Toledo and Duluth, as well as the commerce of Can; >

her growth must be great, steady and certain. Histo.^

aid so in the constant importance andalways

steady advance of this point. The hopefulness, the

pride of the Montrealer can only find full expression in

verse
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Reign on, majestic Ville-Marie !

Spread wide thy ample robes of state
;

The heralds cry that thou art great,

And proud are thy young sons of thee.

Mistress of half a continent,

Thou risest from thy girlhood's rest
;

We see thee conscious heave thy breast

And feel thy rank and tliy descent.

Sprung of the saint and chevalier,

And with the Scarlet Tunic wed !

Mount Royal's crown upoii thy head,

And past thy footstool, broad and clear,

St. Lawrence sweeping to the sea :

Reign on, majestic Ville-Marie !
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CHAPTER in.

SQUARES, PARKS AND CEMETERIES.

/.

—

Squares.

iff

I

/Custom House Square, a little space on the river

i^ front, is interesting on account of the early historical

V scenes associated with it, for it is the oldest square

in Montreal. Most of its original extent is occupied by

the Inland Revenue Building, or Old Custom House, a

tablet upon which reads :
" The first Public Square of

Montreal, 1657—* La Place du Marche'—Granted by

the Seigneurs, 1676." Here the French executions took

place, of which one, described further on under " The
Legend of the Croix Rouge," may be taken as an

example. Facing the river one obtains, from the harbour

ramp, a fine view of the large ocean shipping and maze

of other craft which crowd the port, and look strange so

far inland. To the right is seen the broad Foundling

Street, the former bed of one of the two branches of

the Little River of Montreal, which meandered from
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Lachine, this branch running into the St. Lawrence

here. It was c"-vered over some two generations ago,

but still flows Uinderneath the street.

The Custom House, the handsome towered building

of triangular form which stands upon the little cape

once made by this stream with the St. Lawrence, is to

the Montrealer something of what the Capitol was to

Rome ; for here Samuel de Champlain, that undaunted

and patient Governor who founded Quebec and made

French Canada, sojourned in 161 1, when on the look-

out for the site for a town, planted two gardens, built

walls of clay, and, as we have previously narrated, called

the spot La Place Royale. Traders with the Indians

thenceforward made this convenient point their annual

resort, until, in 1642, the town was founded.

The Foundation of Montreal.

The story in brief is as follows : Jean Jacques Olier, a

dainty coUrtier abb(^ of Paris, having become religiously

awakened, renounced his worldly enjoyments and vani-

ties, and threw himself with fervor into new movements

of Catholic piety originated by himself. He distinguished

himself, to the great disgust of his aristocratic friends,

by an unwonted care of the popular wants as C7in^ of the

large Parish of St. Sulpice in Paris. He then took up

the work of organizing the education of young priests,

and established to that end, as the first of many such,

the Seminary of St. Sulpice at Paris. Accounts of the

hf.athen tribes about the Island of Montreal having

reached him, his fervent meditations conceived the

project of founding a mission in that region ; and when
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22 MONTREAL AFTER 250 YEARS.

travelling, about this time, he met one de la Dauversiere,

a receiver of taxes in Brittany, who, it appeared, had

been taken up with much the same idea. Divine

miracle, it was believed, lit the project simultaneously in

their breasts and brought the two together, for though

they were sLraiigers, they seemed immediately to recog-

nize each other, and rushed into an embrace. " It was

at Meudon," says a modern French writer, " at the door

of the Palace, whither the Sieur de la Dauversiere had

come to request the aid of the Minister for his enterprise.

The two men, zu/io had never before seen each other,

ilhunmed suddenly by a light zvithin, fall into each

other's arms, call each other by name, treat each other

like brothers, relate their mutual plans, speak at length

of this colony of Montreal (which was still but an

unknown island), with topographical details so exact

that one would have said they had passed long years

together there."

They obtained the aid of a number of wealthy and

noble persons of the court, including the Duchesse de

Bullion, and these were formed into a society known as

the Company of Our Lady of Montreal (Compagnie de

Notre Dame de Montreal).

About the same time a young nun of great devotion

and much given to ecstasies and visions, Mademoiselle

Jeanne Mance by name, believed herself called in a

vision to go to the same place, and there to found a

convent and mission. To her, too, the miraculous is

ascribed. " God lifting for her the veils of space, showed

to her, while yet in France, /;/ a divine vision^ the shores

of our isle, and the site of Ville Marie at the foot of its
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Mountain and on the shore of its great River.'' " Why,"

says a later writer, " should we refuse to believe this

tale?"

Combining crusader and martyr spirits, they purposely

chose the most dangerous outpost, and to that end

acquired the Island of Montreal, then uninhabited,

distant and exposed to the incursions of the powerful

Iroquois. Paul de Chomcdy, Sieur de Maisonneuve, a

gentleman of Champagne, and a brave and ascetic

knight of the mcdi.eval school, was entrusted with the

command. He landed, with the Governor, De Mont-

magny, Father Vimont a Jesuit, Mile. Mance, another

woman and fifty-five male colonists, on the i8th of

May, 1642, a momentous day for Montreal. Tents

were pitched, camp fires lighted, evening fell, and mass

was held. Fire-flies, caught and imprisoned in a phial

upon the altar, served as lights, and the little band were

solemnly addressed by Vimont in words which included

these :
" You are a grain of mustard seed that shall rise

and grow till its branches overshadow the earth. You
are few, but your work is the work of God. His smile

is upon you, and your children shall fill the land." Two
tablets on the front of the Custom House record the

above facts as follows :
" This Site was selected and

named in 161 1 La Place Royale, by Samuel de Cham-
plain, the Founder of Canada;" and, " Near this spot,

on the 1 8th day of May, 1642, landed the Founders of

Montreal, commanded by Paul de Chomcdy, Sieur de

Maisonneuve : Their first proceeding was a religious

service."

The new settlement was named Ville Marie, in honor
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of the patron saint of tlie fraternity, " The Queen of

Heaven." As they held that the Island was peopled by

demons, they sang the Te Dciim ve/y loudly and

defiantly and fired cannon to drive them away, and had

the good fortune to do so.

A picket fort was commenced and mounted with

cannon, and this enclosure, known sometimes as the

Fort de Ville-Marie, stood on Commissioners' Street,

just behind the thoroughfare in rear of tlie Custom House,

known as Port Street, where another tablet records its

site thus :
" Here was the Fort of Ville-Marie, first

dwelling-place of the Founders of Ville-Marie, built

1643, demolished 1648. Replaced by the House of

Monsieur de Callicres, 1686."

For nearly a quarter of a century the inhabitants

could not leave its limits without danger of an attack

from the Iroquois foes, with whom the French were at

war. The Legendary Dog of Ville-Marie, Pilote by

name, was accustomed to take her daily rounds among
the woods in this neighborhood, with her litter of pups,

hurting about for lurking Iroquois. Many a spot in the

present city can be pointed out as the scene of the

death of some member of the little community, and

every acre in this neighborhood has been covered by

hostile footsteps. The spirit of chivalry which was

dying out in Europe was transplanted hither, and has

made the early history of Montreal a tale of romance

and danger approached by that of no other new-world

town.

Near by, on Foundling Street, is a tablet marking the

site of the Residence of Governor de Callicres, which

aanrftsffiSSiSiTrr
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replaced the Fort de Ville-Maric :
" Site of the Chateau

of Louis Hector de Calli^res, Governor of Montreal

1684, of New France 1698-1703. He terminated the

fourteen years' war with the Iroquois by treaty at

Montreal, 1701." Calliercs was the staunchcst Governor

New France ever had except Frontcnac. Charlevoix

declares him to have been even better as a general.

Behind the square, somewhat later, stood the first

Manor House, for the Island had its feudal lords.

These were the Gentlemen of the Seminary of St.

Sulpice, as they are still called, who yet retain a faint

semblance of the position. The site of the first Manor
House is in the small court of Frothingham & Work-
man, reached by an open passage from St. Paul Street.

The tablet upon the present warehouse reads as follows

:

" Upon this foundation stood the first Manor House of

Montreal, built 1661, burnt 1852, re-built 1853. It was

the Seminary of St. Sulpice from 1661 to 17 12. Resi-

dence of de Maisonneuve, Governor of Montreal, and

of Pierre Raimbault, Civil and Criminal Lieutenant-

General."

Under the regime of the latter it was also the prison.

A block deeper within the city than Custom House

Square is

The Place d'Armes—The centre of the city's life.

At no other spot do so many interests—English, French,

business, historical, religious—meet. In the centre

stands* the statue of Maisonneuve. It is of bronze,

and represents him in the cuirass and French costume

5
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of the 17th century, holding the fleur-de-lys banner.

The pedestal, of granite, shows the inscription :
" Paul

de Chomcdy de Maisonneuve, Foundateur de Montreal,

1642." It rests upo'' a fountain, and displays several

bas-reliefs, representing respectively : (i), Maisonneuve

killing the Indian Chief; (2), the founding of Ville-

Marie
; (3), the death of Lambert Closse, Town Major

of the devoted band, who had hoped for a death fighting

the Heathen, and who, in fact, so died, defending his

own enclosure near St. Lambert Hill
; (4), the still more

heroic death of Dollard, who fell with his companions at

the Long Sault of the Ottawa, and so saved the colony.

At the four corners of the base are four life-size bronze

figures, representing respectively an Indian, a colonist's

wife, a colonist, with the legendary dog Pilote, and a

soldier.

Facing the square from Notre Dame S^^ "^t stand the

tall and stiff facade and towers of the ;h Church,

N6tre Dame de Montreal, a building not beautiful, but

which all admit to be impressive. The style is a com-

posite Gothic, an adaptation of different varieties to one

severe design, of a French trend, though the architect

was a Protestant .lamed O'Donnell. He afterwards

became a Roman Catholic, and is buried in the vaults

beneath. The interior, from its breadth, its ampleness,

its rich decorations, and the powerful appearance of its

two great tiers of galleries, is still more impressive than

the front. The wealth of the adjoining Seminary, its

proprietors, has been freely spent upon it, as well as the

revenues of a vast congregation, and, holding as it

sometimes does at great celebrations, not far from 15,000

Hi
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people, it is the chief temple of a whole race. Amon<:(

the objects to be noticed arc : The Baptistery, to the

right on entering, especially its extiuisitc stained glass

windows; the small altar-picture of the black Virgin, the

original of which is attributed by legend to the brush of

St. Luke, and i.-, claimed to be miracle-working ; the

beautiful wood-carving under it of the ICntombmcnt of

Christ ; a small m.irblc statue, given by Pope Pius IX.,

on the pillar near the Grand Altar, and for praying

before which the inscription promises an indulgence of

100 days from purgatory ; the bronze St. Peter at the

opposite pillar, whose foot is kissed by the faithful in the

same manner as the original statue in St. Peter's at

Rome; and others in great variety. The Grand Altar

proper is a fine piece of work from the artistic point of

view, and the white carv 1 groups upon it, representing

the Redeemer's sacrifice in various forms, are notable.

They are by a modern German master. Some Venetian

figures at the sides, above the choir, are, however, in

very bad taste. Above this altar one may catch a

glimpse, through the opening, of the richly-carved new
Gothic Lady-Chapel in rear, which is reached by passing

through the doors near at hand, and though somewhat

overgilt, well merits inspection. The organ, a new one,

built by the Brothers Casavant, of St. Hyacinthe, is

claimed to be the finest on the continent, and the

splendid orchestra and choir make it a rare musical

treat to attend one of the great festival services, Christ-

mas, Epiphany, Easter and others. The towers are 227

feet high. The ascent part-way is made by means of an

elevator in the west tower, as far up as the great bell,
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" Le Gros Bourdon," which is only sounded on the most

solemn occasions, such as the death of a Pope, and is the

largest bell in America. Its weight is 24,780 pounds.

Ten other large bells are found in the opposite tower
;

18 men are required to ring them. Ascending further,

to tlie top of the west tower, the finest obtainable view

of the harbor and lower town is had.

The earliest church of Montreal was one of bark,

built in the original Fort. This was replaced in 1656

by the first Parish Church, on the north corner of the

present St. Sulpice and St. Paul Streets, where a tablet

marks its site thus :
" Here was the first Parish Church

of Ville-Marie, erected in 1656." In 1672 the latter was

in '*^3 turn replaced by what is now known as the Old

Parish Church, which stood across Notre Dame Street.

Its picturesque belfry tower remained alone on the

corner of the square for some years after the removal of

the old church, but was taken down about 1840. The
foundations yet exist under the south gate of the

square. The cut-stcne front, designed by King's Engi-

neer, De L.ery, the same who erected the stone fortifica-

tion walls of the city, and who also designed the

Cathedral of Quebec, was, wher taken down, used as a

front for the Recollets Church, and after the demolition

of the latter, was incorporated in the back walls of the

store upon its s e, where some of the pieces are still to

be seen. The furniture and pictures were sent to the

Church of Bonsecours, and the pulpit chair of the

Unitarian Church is made out of timbers of the tower.

A tablet on the adjoining wall of the Seminary reads :

" The second Parish Church of Ville-Marie, built in
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1672, dedicated 1678, and demolished in 1829, occu-

pied the middle of Notre Dame Street."

A whimsical "legend" has long been told of the corner

of the present Church, on St. Sulpice Street, where

there is always a little breeze, even in the hottest weather.

The Devil and the Wind, runs the story, were walking

down Notre Dame Street, when this Church had just

been built. " Why," said the Devil, " what is this ? I

never saw this before." " I dare you to go in," replied

the Wind. "You dare me, do you ? You wait here till

I come out," cried the Devil. " I'll be at the corner,"

said the Wind. His Majesty went in. He has never

yet come out, and the Wind has remained ever since

waiting for him at the corner.

The quaint, black-faced Seminary of St. Sulpice,

erected in 1710, adjoins the Parish Church. Its revenues

are immense, but the amount is never made public.

The Seminary at Paris, of which this is a branch,

obtained the Island from De Maisonneuve's Association

in 1663 under charge of keeping up church services and

providing for education. The building contains the

baptismal and other registers of the city from the

beginning, besides uncounted wealth of other historical

treasures. The old fleur-de-lys still caps its pinnacles,

old French roof-curves cover the walls, and as the priests

nearly all come from France, there is a complete old-

world flavor about the institution. In the words of

Charlevoix, it was "a stately, great and p'easavit House,

built of Free-stone, after the model of that of St.

Sulpice at Paris ; and the Altar stands by itself, just

like that at Paris."
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The tablets here read :
" The Seminary of St. Sulpice,

founded at Paris, by Monsieur Jean Jacques Olier, 1641
;

established at Ville-Marie, 1657, Monsieur Gabriel de

Oueylus, Superior. Seigneurs of the Island of Montreal,

1663." And: " Frangois Dollier de Casson, First His-

torian of Montreal, Captain under Marshal dc Turenne,

then Priest of St. Sulpice during 35 years. He died, in

1 70 1, cure of the Parish."

SEMINARY OF ST. SULPICE.

The latter tablet refers to a most attractive, pleasant

and somewhat whimsical narrator—Dollier de Casson

—

on whose Histoirc du Montreal all the completer his-

torians largely draw.

Opposite Notre Dame are the Bank of Montreal and

the Imperial Insurance Building. To the north, the tall

red stone building is that of the New York Life

Insurance Company, from the tower of which a good
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view may be obtained. On the south corner, the promi-

nent edifice is that of the Royal Insurance Company.

On the east corner is one of the Antiquarian Society's

tablets, on the site of a dwelling of the famous Du Luth,

reading as follows :
" Here lived, in 1675, Daniel de

Gresolon, Sicur Dulhut, one of the explorers of the

Upper Mississippi ; after whom the City of Duluth was

named."

The face of the Imperial Building shows two tablets,

one of which reads :
" Near this Square, afterwards

named La Place d'Armcs, the founders of Villc-Maric

first encountered the Iroquois, whom they defeated,

Chomedy de Maisonneuve killing the Chief with his own
hands, 30 March, 1644."

The story is that one winter, de Maisonneuve, being

besieged in the fort by his savage foes, kept his people

shut up out of harm's way. Some of them charged him

with cowardice, and insisted on being led forth. Finally

he acceded. The woods hereabout suddenly swarmed

with yelling savages, and the French, to avoid a massacre,

broke for the fort. Maisonneuve .\as the last to with-

draw, and, as he did so, he .14)11 hand-to-hand with a

gigantic chief, who hurled Im: 1* ipon the commatv'oi

eager for distinction as the bra\i * brd.c." Mai un-

neuve withstood and slew him in sin Ic com! it, and

then retired slowly to the fort. Thenceforward tl >se

who had maligned him were silenced. It dispuLcd

whether this neighborhood or Custom Ho .c Square

was the approximate scene of the conflict ; but the

distance between the two is not great, in the dire line.

The other inscription records the interestin., act that
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the Imperial Building stands upon the second lot granted

on the Island of Montreal. The first was another on

the same square—the property adjoining the Royal

Insurance Company's—which still belongs to a male

lineal descendant of the original grantee, Father Toupin

of St. Patrick's Church.

On this square the French, American and British

armies have successively paraded as possessors of the

town, and here the French army solemnly surrendered

its arms, in the presence of the troops of Amherst, in

1760.

The Bank of Montreal, with a capital and rest of

$18,000,000, is said to be the strongest financial institu-

tion in America. Its fine Corinthian structure, noted

for its classical purity of line, looks like the spirit of

ancient Greece among the modern edifices by which it is

surrounded. Originally it possessed a dome. The
counting-room is fitted and frescoed with scenes from

Canadian history, such as to repay examination. The
Bank was organized in 1817, and is the oldest bank in

Canada. The sculpture on the pediment in front is the

work of John Steel, R.S.A., her Majesty's sculptor in

Scotland. The arms of the Bank, with the motto
" Concordia Salus," forms the centre of the group. On
each side is an Indian, one barbaric, the other becoming

civilized. The other two figures are a settler and a

sailor, the former with a pipe of peace in his hand,

reclining upon logs and surrounded by the implements

of industry and culture. The sailor is pulling at a rope,

and is appropriately surrounded with the emblems of

commerce. Upon the building a tablet reads : " The
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Stone Fortifications of Villc-Maric extended from Dal-

housie Square through this site to McGill Street, thence

south to Commissioners Street, and along the latter to

the before-mentioned Square. Begun 1721 by Chausse-

gros de Lery. Demolished 18 17."

Next to the Bank of Montreal is the Post Office, a

handsome building in the Renaissance style, now too

small for the volume of business.

Opposite it is some of the Seminary's real estate—

a

striking illustration of the non-progressiveness of old

tenures.

Passing westward along St. James Street, we come to

Victoria Square, situated at the foot of Beaver Hall

Hill, and intersected by Craig Street. Leading mercan-

tile houses surround it. It receives its name from the

beautiful bronze statue of Queen Victoria, by the

English sculptor, Marshall Wood. Looking upwards

from the foot of the square, one sees a bit of Mount
Royal in the distance, while nearer by are a range of

church spires, being respectively, counting from left

to right, St. Andrew's Presbyterian, the Reformed

Episcopal, Christ Church Cathedral, the Church of the

Messiah (f^icing from I^eaver ILdl Hill), and St. Patrick's.

This .square was the old-time Ilaymarkct. It is a busy

neighborhood, on the edge of the heart of the town, and

is crossed at morning and evening by the principal

business people who reach the West-End by Beaver

Hall Hill. On the Unitarian Church on the hill a tablet

runs :
" Here stood lieavcr Hall, built 1800, burnt 1848

;

Mansion of Joseph Frobisher, one of the founders of

The North-West Company, which made Montreal for

I
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years the fur-lrading centre of America." This building,

celebrated only as a landmark, was a long wooden

cottage facing down the slope, and was partly protected

in front by tall po[)lar trees. It was the nearest to town

of the pleasant suburban seats of the Old North-Westers

which covered the slopes of Mount Royal.

Fortification Lane commences at this square, and

marks the line of the old French fortifications. They
were of stone, in bastioned form, running along the

course of this lane, to its end, then across tiic Champ de

Mars, and eastward, to include DalJiousie Square, by the

Quebec Gate Station. Thence they returned along the

water front to the present McGill Street, which was their

westerly limit. The exits were few, being the Recollet

Gate at this end and the Quebec at the other, with the

St. Lawrence Gate on the land side and several openings

on the river, called the Small, the Market, the St.

Mary's and the Water Gate. Craig Street was then a

suburban swamp, with a branch of the Little River

running through.

Near by, at the corner of Notre Dame Street, is a

tablet thus marking the site of the memorable Recollet

Gate :
" Recollets Gate : By this gate Amherst took

possession, 8th September, 1760. General Hull, U.S.

Army, 25 officers, 350 men, entered prisoners of war, 20

September, 1812," General Amherst, the British com-

mander, after the capitulation by the French Governor,

de Vaudreuil, ordered Colonel Frederick Haldimand to

receive the keys of the city and occup)/ the western

quarter of it. That officer at once did so with his

brigade, and was the first Englishman to pass the walls

I i
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of the new possession. Nothin^^ now remains of the old

fortifications except their foundations buried in the soil,

ihcy were built, in 1723, by the king's engineer, Chaus-

segros de Lcry, and replaced a smaller wall of palisades,

erected about 1685 by command of Governor de Cal-

lieres, to protect against the Iroquois.

Proceeding eastward along Craig Street, past some

nine cross-streets, we come to

Viger Square, extending for several blocks on Craig

Street East, at the corner of St. Denis Street. It

receives its name from Commander Jacques Viger, the

first Mayor of Montreal, a man of spirit, and the father

of local antiquarianism. With its well-grown trees, its

ponds and greenhouse, it is the pride of the principal

French residence quarter. Large crowds attend in the

evenings to listen to the music of favorite bands, which

is of a high order, the French-Canadians making excellent

musicians.

In sight of Viger Square, westward, on the hillside, is

the long

Champ de Mars, the military parade-ground of the

British garrisons when they existed here. It is a level

piece of ground surrounded by decayed poplar trees,

and overlooked by the Court House, City Hall, St.

Gabriel Church (the first Protestant Church erected in

the city) and the Provincial Government Building,

formerly the residence of the Hon. Peter McGill,

first English Mayor of Montreal, 1840. The Champ
was originally—that is to say, during French times,

before 1760—very much smaller, being onl} the space

enclosed by the 3rd Bastion of the city walls ; but it
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was cnlari^cd, in tlic early years of the century, by

means of tlie earth oljtained from removing Citadel

Mill. The foundation of the walls runs underneath the

surface along the middle of the square, and has been

exposed to view in excavations. This was a gay

neighborhood during the palmy days of the garrison,

when some of the most famous regiments of the British

army, such as the Guards, were stationed here.

Adjoining the Champ de Mars, and passing between

the Court House and City Hall, towards the harbour, is

Jacques Cartier Square, the upper part of which was,

in early times, the Place des Jesuites, for the east end

of the Court House borders the site of the French

Jesuits' Monastery, used afterwards as military quarters,

and later replaced by the Gaol and the former Court

House, which in turn were replaced, about 1856, by

the present "Palace of Justice." In the Monastery of

the Jesuits lodged the celebrated historian Charlevoix,

to whom a tablet erected there runs :
" The Pere Charle-

voix, historian of La Nouvelle P^rance, 1725." The
foundations can be traced on the square.

Another tablet on the same building reflects a vivid

picture of early times : the torturing by fire, on the

square, of four Iroquois prisoners, who thus suffered

death, by a stern order of Governor Count P^'ontenac in

1696, in reprisal for the torturing of French prisoners

taken by their tribes. The expedient was successful.

The whole inscription is :
" Here stood the Church.

Chapel and Residence of the Jesuit Fathers. Built

1692, occupied as military headquarters 1800. Burnt

1803. Charlevoix and Lafitau, among others, sojourned

'Mk^ j^^&s^^i££l^li!i aia»M>'^«a%jji|ig/^
' 'iMIti'if i

:imw!mw



MONTREAL AFTER 250 YEARS. d/

here. On the square in front, four Iroquois suffered

death by fire, in reprisal, by order of Fronteuac, 1696."

Tlic same spot was, in later days—even within the

memory of men now living—the place where stood the

Town Pillory, an antiquated institution which seems

almost incredible to our present-day imaginations.

A tablet on the City Hall, just opposite, connects the

square with its protonym thus :
" To Jacques Cartier,

celebrated navigator of St. Malo. Discovered Canada,

and named the St. Lawrence, i 534-1 535-"

The part of the square between Notre Dame Street

and the harbour is in the midst of the oldest neighbour-

hood of buildings in Montreal, some of the little streets

(such as St. Amable Street) being, in their entirety, not

less than a century old, and completely iti the antique

spirit. A glance around from Notre Dame Street will

make this evident.

To the east, on the corner, is the old Store of the

Compagnie des Indes, which, in the French times,

answered to the Hudson Bay Company. It bears also

a tablet that speaks for itself: "The Residence of the

Honourable James McGill, Founder of McGill Univer-

sity, 1 744-1 8
1
3." The heavy stone vaulting of the

cellars is worth a glance within.

Just beyond it, in a garden, is the Chateau de

Ramezay (1705) the residence of one of the French and

some of the British Governors—a good old family mansion

of the time when this was the aristocratic end of the city.

In front, at the end of the square, is Nelson's Column,
surmounted by a statue of the one-armed hero, Lord

Nelson himself, strangely enough, with his back to the
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St. Taul Street reads :
" Tlic Chateau dc \'audreuil was

built opposite, in 1723, by tlic Mc?*-quis de Vaudreuil,

Governor-General ; residence of the Marquis deVaudreuil-

Cavagnal, his son, the last Governor of New France.

Montcalm, Levis, liourlamaque, liou^i^ainville, .sojourned

here."

A short distance eastward is

Dalhousie Square, the site of the ancient iMcnch

citadel, havini; been a steep eminence until its levellin<,r,

in 1 8 19, by permission of the Governor, I'.arl Dalhousie.

It formerly bore the name of Citadel Hill. The " Cita-

del " was a wooden blockhouse, which commanded the

principal streets from end to end, and its situation, the

summit of the rising;, was afterwards for a time (jccupi^^d

by the second rude waterworks o^ Montreal. The

town walls ended here with the Quebec Gate, a name

which still clink's to the Ir)calitv. The district bc\"ond is

popularly known as " the Quebec Suburbs." Adjoiiu'ni;'

is the East-end, or Quebec Gate, Station of the Cana-

dian Pacific Railway, built upon the site of the old

French Arsenal, later used as J^arracks by the l^ritish

garrison. At its demolition, a few \'cars ago, to make

way for the station, the last part of the French fortifi-

cation walls of the city was removed. The folhnving

tablet is proposed for the Railway Station :
" This

Square occupies the site of La Citadellc, built in 1685,

replacing the mill erected by Maisonncuve and Daillc-

boust in 1660. Royal l^attery 1723. Levelled and

presented to the city by Earl Dalhousie, Governor-

General, 1 82 1. Near the cast corner of Notre Dame
Street stood the Porte St. Martin (Quebec Gate).
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ICthan Allen entered it prisoner of war, 1775. Th
station replaced tlic French Arsenal, removed 1 881, with

the last portion o^ the fortification walls o[ 1721

liill itself was a curious piece of a'luvial fo

culmination of that loni"- ridge formed hv the branchin<r

of the Little River of Montreal into two, on which the

French city of Montreal was built, the waters in a former

age having apparently washed t!ie soil into this shape.

A similar mound and ridge, exhibiting perfectly the

V.M.C.A. mMl,I)IN(;, DOMINION SOl!A KK.

manner of its formation, exists at the mouth of the River

Chateauguay some fifteen miles distant.

Leaving " do A'n-town," and striking west'.vard much
farther, we come to

Dominion Square, which represents the westward-

moving growth and life of Montreal. Situated in the

best neighbourhood of the city, it 's a })laiii, open square

with turf and beds of flowers, and is cut into two by

Dorchester Street West, at which part are placed two

L
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Russian cannon taken in the Crimean war. Around, in

order, are : tlie Windsor Hotel, Dominion Square

Metiiodist Church and parsonage, St. Geori^e's Anghcan

Cliurch, parsonage and school, the headquarters and

West-end Station of the Canadian Pacific Railway, the

Roman Catholic Archbishop's Palace and his Cathedral

of St. Peter's, and the Young Men's Christian Associa-

tion. The latter is a large and beautiful seven-story

building of rich-colored pressed brick, with ample

facings of grey cut stone. The st3le is Queen Anne.

The interior is handsome, having a first-class hall, a

completely-equipped gymnasium, a magnificent swim-

ming-bath and accessories, a bright reading-room, library

and other departments. The views from the windows

arc particularly fine.

St. Peter's Cathedral, designed to surpass all other

temples in America in sr/e and magnificence, is a copy

of the immense St. Peter's of Rome, the Cathedral of

all Catholicism, of which it is half the dimensions. The
idea was conceived by the late Archbishop liourget,

after the burning, in 1854, of his Cathedral of St.

Jacques, then on St. Denis Street. The architect was

Victor Bourgeau, wiio went to Rome to study the

original. The foundations were commenced in 1870.

Even after it commenced the enterprise seemed for a

number of years to threaten failure on account of the

expense
; but by assessing every head in the large

diocese, this was ultimately met. The Cathedral is

built in the form of a cross, 330 feet long and 222 wide.

The masonry works of the great dome are 138 feet in

height above the floor. The chief respects, besides size,
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in which the design differs from St. Peter's of Rome, are

that the roof is incHned, on account of our snowfall, and

the sides are both similar, whereas one side of the

Roman Cathedral is elaborately columned in cut stone.

The differences may be examined on a model in wood

which is exhibited in the interior. The stone-work

of the fa^'ade is the handsomest portion of the

Cathedral, the carving of the immense blocks used

for the capitals of columns being very fine. To obtain

perfect stones large enough for these pieces occasioned

many months of delay in the erection of the portico.

The dome is by most people considered the great

feature, and dominates all parts of the city. It is 70

feet in diameter at its commencement, and its summit is

210 feet from the spectators on floor of the Church. It

is an exact cop)- of the famous dome of St. Peter's,

Rome, the work of Brunclleschi, and is 250 feet in

height to the top of the cross—46 feet higher than the

towers of Notre Dame. Above is a huge gilt ball, on

which is placed a glittering cross, 18 feet high and 13

long. h\)ur smaller domes surround the main one.

The interior of the Church is not completed, but is

interesting from its si/e and plan.

Close by is tiie Palace of the Roman Catholic Arch-

bishop of Montreal, a plain brick building with c'liapel.

The present Archbishop is Monseigneur P^abre.

The Windsor Hotel is the best in Canada, and one

of the best-situated anywhere. Its dining-room and

grand corridor are scarcely to be excelled in effect. It

accommodates 700 guests.

Windsor Hall, adjoining it, is the largest hall in

Canada, and is used for concerts.
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St. George's Church is the place of worship of the

second largest Anglican body. It is an example of the

Decorated Gothic style, and possesses a nunibcf of

excellent stained glass windows and a good carved front

porch. The old flags of the Montreal Light Infantry

(1837) are hung within. The service is Low Church.

m

WINDSOR ilolKI. AM) UO.MIMON S(jUAKt;.

The square next worthy of notice is

St. Louis Square, the i)i-ctticst in Montreal, on Upper

St. Denis Street, above Sherbrooke. It is small, but is

embellished by a large rectangular pond, occupying its

centre, the bright flat mass of which, with a distant

view of Mount Royal visible, good trees around, and

handsomely turreted houses of cut stone lining the

surrounding streets, give it much beauty. It is con-

structed out of the former public "Tank" or water
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reservoir, discarded many years since. Numbers of tlic

principal French people live in the vicinity, upon Shcr-

brooke, St. Denis and other streets.

Phillips' Square, above licaver Hall Hill, on St.

Catherine Street, is a small space i^rown with lari^c

trees. Christ Church Cathedral, Morgan's Store and

the Art Gallery, all at the head of it on St. Catherine

Street, are principal landmarks of the city.

A number of less notable squares might be enumerated

if that were useful ; but we pass on to the

ta
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Montreal has three.

Logan Park is not yet finished, and may be left out

of count. Of the other two

—

Mount Royal and St.

Helen's Island— it may be doubted if any city in the

world can produce a pair their equal in natural beauty.

Mount Royal is an ideal crown for a cit^^ Not too

lofty to be inaccessible, nor so low as to be insignificant,

it presents, here bold rock-faces, there gentle green

slopes, vistaed dales, clothed with great plenty of trees,

ferns and wild flowers ; meditative nooks, drives, vvide

prospects and look-outs. The long curve of its crest

rises above the city in a perpetual invitation of sylvan

charm and rest. The skirts of its slope, below the limits

appropriated to the public park, are covered with

palazzi and villas peeping out of the foliage. The park

is approached usually from the south-east and north-east

sides, in each case by a series of winding drives inter-

sected by more direct footpaths. On the latter side (by

Pletcher's Field), the " Mountain Elevator " carries
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passengers in four specially-constructed cars some dis-

tance up towards the foot of the chief ascent, and then

climbs a precipitous steep to the crest. The charms of

the mountain, however, are most tliorouglily seen by

following the course of the drives which encircle it, which

were designed, together with the general plan of

development of the Park, by the celebrated Frederick

l/d\v Olmsted, who laid out Central Park, New York.

He has published a little book on Mount Royal, con-

veying his ideas for the future development of its

beauties on natural principles. Among the landmarks

most to be noticed arc : the High Level Reservoir, the

General City Reservoir (seen some distance below), the

residence and grounds of the late Sir Hugh Allan,

founder of the Allan Steamship Line, which, surrounded

by a stone wall, is situated just adjoining the High

Level Reservoir ; the monumental pillar in the same

place, over the grave of Simon McTavish, who, at the

beginning of the centurj', was the chief partner in the

North -West Company, which founded the modern

commercial greatness of Montreal. Tradition has it

(erroneously) that he committed suicide, and that his

mansion, which lon<j stood deserted a short distance

below on the hillside, was haunted by spirits. A. walk-

along the drive northward, skirting the precipitous face

of the mountain, gives one of the most picturesque

parts. At the western end of the drive, in this direction,

one can push on by footpath through the forest and pass

into the beautiful vale devoted to Mount Royal Ceme-

tery. Returning to the High Level Reservoir, he has

the choice of climbing by graduated flights of steps up
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the face of the cHff, and thus reaching the summit.
Fine landscape views are obtained from all these points,

especially from the top.

Changing its liue with the changing skies,

The River Hows in its beauty rare
;

While across the plain eternal, rise

Boucherville, Rougeinont and St. llilaire.

Far to the Westward lies Lachine,

Gate of the Orient long ago,

When the virgin forest swept between

The Royal Mount and the River below.

The best points of view are Prospect Point, near the

steps, the Look-out farther south (at which carriages stop),

and the Observatory farther inwards. I'rom these the city

is seen in a rich panorama below. Past it flows the River,

with its Island of St. Helen's, St. Paul's or Nun's Island,

half in forest, half meadow, the French parish spires glit-

tering here and there along its banks, and the Lachine

Rapids gleaming in the distance. Beyond the River,

the great plain of the Saint Lawrence Valley, broken

by solitary, abrupt, single mountains here and there, and

faintly hemmed in in the distance by the cloudlike out-

lines of the Green and Adirondack ranges. The solitary

mountains referred to are of volcanic origin and are

respectively, from east to west, Montarville, St. Bruno,

Beloeil (which stands out strong and abrupt), Rouge-

mont, Yamaska and Mount Johnson. This volcanic

sisterhood has a member in Mount Royal herself, for

the latter is also an extinct volcano, and, in misty ages

past, belched out lava over the prehistoric plain. The
crater may still be seen on the principal crest, and the

cone on the south side, not far off, while the rocks of the

"I*"
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summit arc of black lava crystals, as

may be seen by examining them . The
[mountain was at that time a high one,

with its base extending beyond St.

Helen's Isle. There is a prophecy

that some day the volcano will again

open, and the city and island sink beneath the St.

Lawrence. From the Observatory the view is enlarged

by the half of the landscape looking across the back

and upper and lower ends of the island. The quiet

of the trim farms forms a striking contrast to the

life of the city. The Riviere des Prairies, or Back

River—a part of the Ottawa—is seen behind the island,

at the head of which lies the bright surface of the Lake

of Two Mountains. Far away, hemming in the horizon

on that side, runs the hoary Laurentian range, the oldest

hills known to geology. They are the boundaries of the

unknown wilds of the North.

The mountain is about 900 feet above the level of the

sea, and about 740 above the river-level. The park

consists of 462 acres. It was acquired, in i860, from

various private proprietors, as a result of popular outcry
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over one of their number stripping his share of it of the

timber, and thereby conspicuously disfiguring the side.

A tablet on the summit records the visit of Jacques

Cartier to it in 1535.

The early records say that de Maisonneuve made a

pilgrimage to the top, bearing a large cross on his

shoulders, in the January of 1643, in fulfilment of a vow

made in the winter on the occasion of a great flooding

of the river, which swept up to the foot of the town

palisades, and was, he believed, stayed by prayers.

" The Jesuit Du Peron led the way, followed in proces-

sion by Madame de la l^cltrie, the artisans and soldiers,

to the destined spot. The commandant, who, with all

the ceremonies of the Church, had been declared First

Soldier of the Cross, walked behind the rest, bearing on

his shoulders a cross so heavy that it needed his utmost

strength to climb the steep and rugged path. They
planted it on the highest crest, and all knelt in adoration

before it Sundry relics of saints had been

set in the wood of the cross, which remained an object

of pilgrimage to the pious colonists of Ville-Marie." *

A hundred years ago, all along the slopes below,

towards the city, were perched the country seats of the

old North-Westers, McTavfsh, McGillivray, Sir Alex-

ander MarKenzic, the Frobishers, Clarke and others,

most pleasant rural villas, abundant in all the hospitalities

of olden time.

The mountain has been the occasional theme of

numerous versifiers, but it has its poet in Mr. Walter

* I'aikinan : " The Jesuit in North America," pp. 263-4.

I
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tlic
Norton Evans, to whom it was his delight and comfort

durin<j a period of recovery from loss of sit^ht. In his

volume, " Mount Royal," he says, with deep feeling :

" O, Royal Mountain ! Holy Mount to me,

I come to tliee, as in l)iij,'lu days of yore :

That l)y thy pure and cahnini^ ministry,

In reverence and deep humihiy,

I may he hiouf^ht nearer the heart of God,

And hear His voice in Nature's voice around."

Further on he describes the usual winter revels in

certain localities :

" Here, as J lio l)eneath tlie mn[)le shade,

How j;lorious a view is spread for me.

Tliere are " The I'ines,'' wiiere many a wiUl halloo

On moonlight niglits in winter, has aroused

The sleeping echoes ; when the snowshoers,

In blanket suit, with brightly-colored sash,

And tuque of red or i^hie ; tiieir mocassins

Of moose-skin, smoothly tlrawn on well-socked foot,

And snowshoe firmly bound with deer-skin thong

—

Wound up the hill in long extended files,

Singing and shouting with impetuous glee.

m * * * *

While yonder lie the hill antl meadow-land,

Now emerald green, but on bright winter nights,

Upon whose snowy bosom happy crowds

Fly on the swift toboggan down the hill,

And o'er the broad expanse."

At the close he again reverently apostrophises :

*' Mounts of Transliguration still there are.

That lift us far above the influence

Of time anil sense, and bring us nearer heaven :

And such thou art to me.—When in the valley

We feel our limitations, grieve and fret
;

And then, in wild despiair, look to the hills,

For there are wisdom, strength and boundless love :

Thou blessed mountain-teacher, Fare-thee-well !

"
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St. Helen's Island, named affectionately by Ciiam-

plain after his yonnt; wife, Ilelene Piouile, lies like a (^ein

in tlic wide St. Lawrence. The shades of its deep

L;roves, standini^ opposite the city, seem to constantly

beckon the heated citizen in summer. /\ considerable

portion of it is reserved for military pni'i){)ses, and a fort

exists witliin the enclosure. In the da\'s of l^ritish

(garrisons this was a v^ny place. It is nc)w the resort, on

]u)t days, of the crowded masses, to whom its shades

and breezes are an inestimable boon, h'or their use it

is provided with merry-go-rounds, refresliment-houses,

games, an open swimming-batii at the lower end, and

])leasant paths. The island was remarked upon by

Cliamplain, on his 161 i visit, as a site for a strong town.

He so greatl}' fancied it, that lie purchasetl it, a little

later, with money '^'it of his wife's dowr)'. The registers

of Notre Dame ord that, on the 19th of xAugust,

1664, two }-oung men, Pierre Magnan and Jacques

Dufresne, were slain here by Iroquois.

It seems to have been s(jmetimes used b\' the French

as a military station, I'or in June, 1687, the Chevalier dc

Vaudreuil posted both the regular troops and the militia

there in readiness to march iigaint the Iroquois. Tiiither

the Marquis de Levis, commanding the last French

..rmy, withdrew, and here burnt his flags in the presence

of his army the night previous to suiiendering the

colony to the iMiglish. Louis Ilonore Frechette, the

national French-Canadian poet, bases upon this his

poem, entitled "All Lost but Honour."

In 16S8 the island was acquired by Charles Le Moyne,

Sieur de Longucuil, who gave the name of Stc. Helene



k)l
11

iir

t \i

w t ifM
> \

1
1

,

111

\i !!

I





f

'

MONTREAL AKTER 250 YEARS. 51

to one of his most distitifjuishcd sons. Durinjj the

eighteenth century (from before 1723), his descendants,

the Ba'ons of Longueuil, whose territory lay just

opposite, had a residence here, the ruins of which, once

surrounded with gardens, are to be seen upon it

on the east side, near the present restaurant. The
Government actjuired it from them by arrangement

(UuMng the war of 181 2, and later by purchase in 18 18,

for military purposes. It ceded the park portion to the

city in 1874.

Almost adjoining it, at the lower extremity, is Isle

Rondc, a small, low island.

///.

—

Cemeteries.

I r I

Out of regard for beauty of situation, the two great

cemeteries, Protestant and Roman Catholic, lie behind

the mountain.

Mount Royal Cemetery, the former, is one of the

most lovely of Montreal's surroundings, occupying a

secluded vale, landscape-gardened in perfect taste. It

is approached either from the Mountain Park by a

carriage road and by various paths over and around, or

else by the highway called Mount Royal Avenue, on the

north side, which leads through groves up to the prin-

cipal Gate, a Gothic structure of stone. On entering,

the Chapel is seen to the left, the Superintendent's

Lodge to the right, in front lawns, flower beds and

roads leading up the hill. To the right are the winter

vaults. Finely situated to the left, far up on the hillside,

is the range of family vaults, of which the Molson is the

1
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most consijicuous and the Tiffin the most tasteful. The
former contains the remains of the Honourable John

Molson. This cemetery is not old enough to contain

many celebrities. There is, however, the quiet grave of

the poet Hcavysegc, author of " Saul " and other dramas,

and of a number of wierd and musical sonnets.

Adjoining Mount Royal Cemetery to the south, and

situated on a separate face of the mountain, is the

Roman Catholic Cemetery, less well-kept, but still

containing things worth seeing. One of these sights is

the Stations of the Cross ; another the monument to

the "patriots" (according to thj side taken) of 1837,

when a rebellion of a certain section of the French-

Canadians against bureaucratic government took place
;

a third is the monument to Frs. Guibord, who was long

refused burial in consecrated ground on account of

membership in a Liberal Institute. The approach is by

Cote des Nciges Road from Sherbrooke Street, over the

mountain. On this road, at the height of the hill, is to

be seen a ruin known as Capitulation Cottage, which

is asserted, by tradition, to have been the headquarters

of General Amherst when he occupied the heights on

approaching to the siege of Montreal, then a small

walled town miles away.

The Hebrew Cemetery is near the gate of the

Protestant one. The Chaldaic letters and antique

shapes of the tombstones attract the passing attention.

The Old Military Cemetery (on Tapineau Street) is

a relic of several generations ago, and contains the

tombs of many well-known officers of the garrison.
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II.—PUBLIC BUILDINGS.

The City Hall is, externally, a large and exceed in f^i^ly

handsome example of modern French architecture, built

of gi"ey cut-stone, surmounted by a bold Mansard clock

tower and heavy square corner turrets. The interior

has a tolerably elegant appearance, produced by ranges

of substantial Corinthian columns and galleries of

natural wood. The Council Chamber is small and

ineffective, however, and none of the offices remarkable.

The debates are conducted in a mixture of French and

English speeches, m d the officials are nearly all French.

The ground floor is given up to the police headquarters

and the Recorder's Court. The tower affords one of the

best views of the harbour and surroundings obtainable.

In ascending it, one passes the Fire Alarm Signal

Department, where the electric appliances are quite

interesting.

Opposite is a long, low, cottage-built building of

somewhat shabby mien, situated behinci an old-fashioned

stone fence. It is the Chateau de Ramezay, tempor-

arilv used for some of the lesser courts, but better

known as a repertory of much provincial history. Tvv<

tablets upon it set forth a portion of its history. The
one relates to its erection, about 1705, by Claude de

Rameza)^ Governor of Monuval, father of the de

Ramezay who is somewhat maligned for surrendering

Quebec, notwithstanding the impossibility of continuing

its defence. The building later fell into the hands of

the Compagnie des Indes Occidentales, and aftc the

British conquest, was used for a considerable period as

a residence for the English Governors when here. The

III
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other tablet relates to 1775, when the Americans held

Montreal for a winter, and sent as commissioners to win

over the Canadians, Benjamin Franklin, Samuel Chase

and Charles Carroll. The former inscription is as

follows: "Chateau de Ramezay. Built about 1705 by

Claude de Ramezay, Governor of Montreal 1703.

Headquarters of La Compagnie dcs Indes, 1745.

Official residence of the British Governors after the

Conquest. Headquarters of the American Army, 1775 ;

of the Special Council, 1837." The latter tablet reads:

"In 1775 t^"^is Chateau was the headquarters of the

American Brigadier-General VVooster, and here in 1776,

under General Benedict Arnold, the Commissioners of

Congress, Benjamin Franklin, Samuel Chase, and

Charles Carroll of Carrolton, held council." The vaults

beneath are strong and substantial. The council-room

is in the front, near the east-end entrance. It is oval at

one end. There P'ranklin and his friends, and Benedict

Arnold, retreating from Ouebcc, held their consultations,

and Franklin's weapon, the printing-press, which was

set up in the Ciiateau, must have been one of the

chief subjects of discussion. The first printer of

Montreal, Fleury Mesplct, was brought by him from

Philadelphia, and was, in 1778, to found the earliest

newspaper, the Gazette, a small sheet printed partly in

French, partly English. His Gazette still flourishes as a

morning paper—the third oldest journal in America.

From the same council-room Lord Elgiti, having, after

the rebellion of 1837, signed the unpopular Rebellion

Losses Bill, went out to his carriage to be received by

an angry populace with showers of rotten eggs and stones.

I
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The Court House, or Palais de Justice, opposite tlie

west side of the City Hall, is large, but uninteresting

architectually. In it arc held the principal courts for

the District of Montreal, and Americans usually experi-

ence some curiosity on seeing the robes and cocked hats

of the Judges, the antique court costume and side sword

of the Siieriff, the gowned bar and the Royal Arms, and

in hearing the French cases. Events connected with

the historical tablets on the edifice are mentioned in

describing Jacques Cartier Square.

In the vaults underneath old and valuable historical

records are kept, with the general mass of judicial

documents. The Chief Justice of the Queen's Bench

for the Province of Quebec is Sir Ale.x. Lacoste ; the

Chief Justice of the Superior Court is Sir Francis

Johnson ; the Sheriff is J. R. Thibaudcau. As In tlic

City Hall, nearly all the clerks are Frencli.

The s\'stem of law in the Province of Quebec, it may
be remarked, is, with little doubt, the best in the world.

It is substantially the highly-developed and scientific

jurisprudence of the Roman ICmpirc. improved by

grafting the best parts of modern I^'rcnch and b.ngli^h

law.

The Post Office on St. James Street, near ihc PI.

d'Armes, is a handsome building in I-'rcnch Rcnaissanrc

style, but now much too small for the growing volume

of business. A couple of bas-reliefs, after ilcsigiis from

Flaxman, arc inserted in the ])ortico as mementoes <»f

the old Hank of Montreal, which stood on tiie same

site. The office is open from j.t^o a.m. to 7 p.m. for

general delivery. There is a Savings' liank attached,
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and nine branch offi ^ .irc n Kper^^ec aora tov'-n. In

cases of doubt or diri :ilt} ijie Enquiitr" .'iiepartment

makes every rcasoiiabi- •'for i, set tn^nttr?; -n.<:^ht. Taae

city letter rate is 2 f.eni. for upr-onc the z'Ai^ limits tlae

genera! rate is 3 ceir -;.

The Board of Trade - a lar-^e and fi-ipj buildiing,

occupying tlie u hole space ber\V(t:eTi .^t. Pe*:i.-^ and St.

Nicholas on St. -acrament .Street It is con-tructed of

stone, with iron stair\v<\'s throui^Siffacrt, is six rtories m
height, and has about 3,000 square '-^et of safety- deposr.

vaults underneath. 1 contains the Board's 'r-icha.ng'e

hall (about 4,000 feet iii are:. . readin;^-room, touncil-

room, stock exchange rocjin, etc.. the rest of the bniilding

being given up to offices.

The Corn Exchange stands oprrjsite.

The Custom .House has beer: referred to mnder

Custom House Square. It might be added that -Jhe

duties collected are about $10,000,000 a year, in roond

numbers.

The Fraser Institute, at the corner of JJorchester

nnd University Streets, establisb.cd b}' the will of the

late Hugh Fraser, is the rmly free public library. It is

an illustration of the difficulties of a radicalh'-divided

community in establishing general educational institu-

tions. It possesses many valuable I'^rench works, the

former property of the French Public Library Associa-

tion, L'Institut Canadien, which it absorbed.

The Mechanics' Institute, on the corner of St. James

and St. Peter Streets, also carries on a library and

reading-room, not, however, free.

The Natural History Museum is a centre of a large

f I'
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amount of valuable scientific work, and of several allied

associations, such as the Microscopic Club. The Cana-

dian Recot'd of Science is published by the Society, and

it has close relations with McGill University. A rare

scientific library and many valuable specimens are

stored in the buildincr.

The Art Gallery is a small one, but its building is

elegant externally, and the collection within is well

chosen, without containing anything great or costly. It

belongs to the Art Association, which was founded in

i860, but was able to do little until the bequest, some

years later, by Benaiah Gibb, an art lover, of the site,

with a small collection of paintings, several thousands

of dollars and a lot of land. The Gallery was then

erected. It has lately received a bequest of the esti-

mated value of about $4,000 a year from the late J. W.
Tempest, to be devoted to buying foreign pictures other

than American or modern British. In the entrance hall

a mural brass to the memory of Benaiah Gibb is placed.

A reading-room is at tlie rear, study-room on the Irft,

and the picture gallery ovei.iead. The occa.su)nal loan

exhibitions are the great feature, for at such times

collections in Europe and the rnitod States, and the

private gx^lleries oi local men of taste, which, in

Montreal, arc exceeding rich, bring out trcs^sures of

the greatest interest and value. Such works as Millet's

" Angelus," Breton's ''
1 cs Communiantes," Constant's

'' Herc^iiadc," Watt'< "Move and IXwth," and Turner's

'* MeixHirv and .A.rgus " have been exhibited.

The Drill Hall is situated on Craig Street opposite

the ChAinp dc Mars. It is a handsome limestone

"1:
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building, fitted with quarters for the various volunteer

regiments. The main hall is the largest in the place,

holding about 15,000 people.

The Waterworks are situated in the southern corner

of the city. The large water-wheels and other machinery

are of interest to engineers and those who like such

things. The aim is to pump good water from the river

above the city up to the two reservoirs on the mountain

side, from which distribution takes place.

The Bonsecours Market, situated on the water-

front near Jacques Cartier Square, is one of the town

sights on a market-day, for its scenes of French-

Canadian provincial life. Thither on Tuesday and

Friday the country Jiabitaiits flock, with their little

carts and their homespun clothing. Amid the jabber of

Norman patois, and a preposterous haggling, worthy of

Italy, over the " trcntc sous," the " ncuf francs," or the

" un ecu," one catches glimpses, through the jostling

crowds, of piles of wooden shoes, brilliant strips of

native rag-carpet, French home-made chairs or olive-

wood rosaries and metal charms exposed for sale ; and

at Easter-tide the display Of enormous beeves, decorated

with paper roses, green, yellow and red, delight the

hearts of the children, the peasants, and those who can

still be both. The lover of human nature will observe a

thousand studies of character in an early morning's push

through these crowds. The building is a massive one

of somewhat imposing aspect. It is surmounted by a

large dome. The upper part was formerly the City

Hall. It stands partly on the site of a house of

Sir John Johnson, commander of the Indians during

i
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the American Revolution, and son of Sir William

Johnson, " the Indian baronet ;
" and the site is also that

of the Palace of the French Intendants. Many houses

of the French period exist in this neighbourhood.

Next to it, at the north -cast end, is the old church of

Notre Dame de Bonsecours, which gave the market

its name.

St. Ann's Market, on Foundling Street, is on the site

of the Parliament Buildings, which stood here when

Montreal was for a few years the capital of Canada.

They were burnt in 1847, amid great uproar, by the

same angry mob who rotten-egged Lord Elgin for his

assent to the Rebellion Losses Bill. The oil portrait of

the Queen was loyally cut out and saved during the fire

by a young man named Snaith, and is now in the

Parliament Buildings at Ottawa.

The name of P\oundling Street adjoining was given

on account of the finding there, in 1755, of an infant

stabbed and floating in the ice of the little river which

ran here. This it was which excited the compassion of

Madame d'Youvillc, foundress of the Grey Nunnery,

and led her to add to the work of that institution the

care of abandoned infants, which has now become its

principal work.

The other principal markets of the city are : St.

Lawrence, St. Antoine and St. Jean Baptiste.
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CHAPTER IV.

CHURCHES.

YILLE-Marie having been founded as a community of

missionaries and crusaders against the heathen, and

the lords of the island having been a seminary of

priests, one cannot be surprised to find the great majority

of her streets and neighborhoods named after saints, from

St. Gabriel and Ste. Cuncgonde to St. Louis du Mile

End, and to learn that religious devotion is strong

to-day. It was the hope of the first settlers to create

here a sort of ideal Catholic community—in an early

writer's phrase, an " abode of angels." The ecclesiastical

censorship, like the Connecticut Blue Law regime, had

some good points, such as an earnest opposition to the

evils of the brandy trade with Indians ; but its weak-

nesses are amusingly pointed out by Baron La Hontan

in his letters, about 1690, when, on entering his chamber

in his lodgings at Montreal, he found that the Fathers

had gone in without permission and torn up the classical

romance with which he had been amusing his leisure.

m^ i.
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New France was early established as an exclusively

Catholic colony. Hence, in very p^rcac part arose its

weakness and downfall. Had a liberal policy been

carried out to Huguenot emigration, the leading French-

Canadian historian has shown it probable that about

600,000 progressive citizens would have been added to

its strength, instead of to the prosperity of England,

Holland and Germany. As things actually went, New
France was to the last feeble, struggling and backward,

never able to conquer its Indian enemy, and reaching

only the figure of about 70,000 inhabitants at the end of

its existence in 1760.

An ecclesiastical aspect consequently survives. In

the east-end of the city, along the Sherbrookc Street

ridge, the whole town is -loininated by a long range of

convents anci institutions. The priest, the friar, and

even the cowled and bare-footed monk pass along the

streets seen in their full costumes. Processions of nuns,

too, in black, or grey, or buff, and of seminary students in

cap, uniform and blue or green sash. Miracle pilgrim-

ages leave the wharves for the shrines of St. Anne at

Varennes or Beaupre. And at Christmas, Holy Week,

Palm Sunday and All Saints' the churches are sights

for large crowds of devotees and visitors.

Though a Huguenot company once owned the terri-

tory, and though a number of persons of Huguenot

origin had taken part in its founding as officers and

soldierb who were settled upon its lands, and though a

number of child-captives taken during raids into New
England were, from time to time, added to the popula-

tion, Protestantism only became established with the
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British conquest. Vov two generations more there was

a constant movement, on the part of the British bureau-

cracy, to found some form of State Cliurch, while tlie

Anglican and Scotch Presbyterian Churches were privi-

leged by law, and Crown Lands, called " Clergy

Reserves," were set apart for their maintenance. The
spirit of progress finally brought about the abolition of

the system.

The marked contrast of the two religions, Protestant

and Catholic, has had the effect of intensifying, wliile

also liberalizing, the religious life of both, and also of

making Montreal emphatically and strikingly a city of

churches. The numerous spires and church edifices to

be seen in every direction are remarked by every visitor.

I.—PROTESTANT CHURCHES.

A HgHcan.

Christ Church Cathedral, the most perfect church in

Canada architectually, and, it is claimed with consider-

able reason, even in the whole of North America, is an

exquisite example of Hie style known as Fourteenth-

Century or Decorated Gothic. It was erected in 1859,

under the guidance of the late Bishop P^ulford, whose

enthusiasm in matters of taste made him also the

founder of the Art Association. A marble bust of him

in the left transept perpetuates his connection with the

church, and a beautiful spired monument, modelled after

the celebrated Martyrs' Mem.orial at Oxford, keeps his

memory green in the churchyard. From every point

this edifice is a delight, so charming is each part and so

perfectly harmonious the whole. It is built of rough



MONTREAL AFTER 250 YEARS. 63 f'

<^rrey limestone, embellished with facings of yellow Caen

sandstone imported for the jnn'pose, and carved in

mediaeval <^urgoylcs, corbels, pinnacles and otiier orna-

mental forms. It may be viewed from al sides with

equal pleasure and artistic profit. The principal feature

is the elegant ston ; spire, 311 feet high, with clock.

The front, with carved porch, is also, though low,

exceedingly attractive, and the octagonal Chapterhouse

is in good taste. Internally, the massive carvcul pillars,

well-pitched nave, deep choir, and a number of excel-

lent stained-glass memorial windows, are worthy of

notice. Likewise the exquisite stone font. Much of

the wood and stone-carving about the building is said

to be modelled from plants indigenous to Mount Royal.

The music, both organ and choir, is generally good.

The service is Low Church, and it may be remarked

that the edifice, as a silent protest on that point, is

placed with its cha., ^cl facing west instead of eastward.

The Rectory and ]5ishop's " Palace," known as

" Bishop's Court," are at the back of the grounds, and

the Synod ILall adjoins on land next the Rectory. The

latter is a neat Gothic structure of red pressed brick.

The original Christ Church, the immediate predecessor

of this one, stood in Notre Dame Street, near St.

Lambert Hill, where a tablet thus marks the site :
" Site

of Christ Church Cathedral, the first Anglican Church,

1 814, burnt 1856." It, too, was a building of decided

architectural taste.

The other Anglican Churches are : St. George's,

whicli has been described under Dominion Square ; St.

John the Evangelist (Extreme Ritualist), on Ontario
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Street, corner of St. Urbain Street
; St. James the

Apostle (Hii^h Church, with i^^oocl choral Htany Suiida}'.s

at 4 ]). m..), on St. Catherine, corner of l^ishop Street
;

St. Martin's (Low^:, corner St. L'rbain and Prince

Arthur Streets ; St. Stephen's, Trinity, St. Luke's, St.

Jude's, St. Mary's, St. Thomas, etc., aiid L'K^lise du

Rcdcmpteur (h'rencli).

/ '/rs/n'/('r/t///.

S'l'. C.AIIKII'L hl'UKI'.T CHURCH.

Old St. Gabriel Church, the quaint httlc buildinc; on

St. Gabriel Street, adjoin in^:^ the Ciiamp dc Mars and

the Court House, h.as the honour of being- the Hrst

Protestant Church erected in Montreal. .V stone,
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recently removed, bore the date of erection, 179J. In

its first x'ears the .\nL;iicans alsf) worshipped here, tlic

I'rotestant comniunit)- of the small town bcinL,' {aw and

feeble. The coni^Tcoations were larL;-ely militar\-, from

the L;arris()n close b\-. Previous to its erection, the

Presbyterians for several years worshipped in the Church

of the Rccollet heathers, whom the\-, in L^'ratefu' reco<'--

nition on leaxini;-, presented with a proent of candles

a.id a tun of communn'on wine. 'l"hc coii^-rcL;ation ha^

its lu;me, since i.S;->6, on St. Catherine .Street, nern-

I'hillips S([uare. lUit it hiiouhl he said that the conL;rc-

i^ation of Knox Church is more nearly repi-esentative

of the old St. (jabriel.

St. Andrew's Church on I)ca\-er Hall Hill; is,

externally, a fine sj^ecimen o( I'^arlx' I'^n-lish or Scottish

Gothic, with a well-proportioned spire, i So feet hi^di.

It is a curiosit}-as beini;- the onl\' Canadian Presbyterian

Church whichi has ne\er left the Kirk of Scotland, and
is sometimes st}ded " the Scotch Cathedral." The
orii^inal St. .Andrew's was built of stone, in 18 14, on St.

Helen Street.

St. Paul's (Dorchester Street W'est;^ possesses a

beautiful pair of pinnacled towers, rcsendjlini; those of

Magdalen College at Oxford.

Crescent, further westward along Dorchester Street,

is large and in early P^'ench Gothic, with fine spire.

The American Presbyterian, near the Windsor, on

the same street, is a modern building, haA-ing the best

organ among the Protestants of the cit\', and a lar"e

congregation.

The Prcsb)-tcrians have three P'rench Churches : St.

B
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John's or Russell Mali, on St. Catherine Street, east of

St. Lawrence Street ;
L'Eglisc du Sauveur and L'Eglisc

de la Croix.

St. James Church, on St. Catherine Street, a little

east of I'hillips Scjuare, Is one of the finest sacred

edifices in Montreal in external appearance, and the

largest Protestant temple except Christ Church Cathedral.

The Dominion Square Methodist Church has been

referred to already.

Other lari-e Methodist congrcsjations arc the Point

St. Charles, the Second Alelhodlst, the ICast luid, the

West iMid and the Douglas. There are two h'rench

ones, the First French and- the ]\giise P>vangelique

Methodlste.

Baptists.

The principal congregations are : The Thirst Baptist

rSt. Catherine Street), Olivet (Mountain Street) and

L'Oratoire (French), on St. George's Street. The posi-

tion of the earliest place of worship of the denomination,

on St. Helen Street, is marked by a inscription as

follows: "Here stood the P^irst Ikiptist Chapel of

Alontreal, 1S31. TbiC Rev. Jno. Gilmour, Pastor. Aban-

doned i860."

Congrcgiitionalist.

The princii)al churches are : lunmanuel (St. Catherine

Street, corner o'i Stanley Street), Calvary (Guy Street;

and Zion (Mance Street).

Some of the other churches are : The New Jerusalem

Church, 25 ilanover Street ; St. John's, German
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Lutheran, 129 St. Dominique ; the "Catholic ApostoHc
"

or Irvingitc, 35 Cathcart ; St. Bartholomew's, Reformed

Episcopal, 18 Beaver Hall Hill ; the Plymouth Brethren,

32 University ; Advent Christians, 2272 St. Catherine
;

and Salvation Army l^arracks, Alexander Street. Tlie

Unitarians have a Lombard edifice, with fine spire,

styled the Church of the ^Icssiah, on Beaver LLall Hill.

The pulpit chair is made of wood taken from the tower

of old Notre Dame Church.

II.._];OMAX CATHOLIC CHURCHES.

The Parish Churcli or Notre Dame de Montreal an.d

St. Peter's Cathedral have been described under Place

d'Armes and Dominion Sciuare respectively,

Notre Dame de Bonsecours, opposite the east end

of Bonsecours ALirkct, is, historically, the most attractive

of the local churches, except Notre Dame. In 1657, a

wooden chapel, 30 by 40 feet, was erected here on a

stone foundation, part of which remains to the present

day. The land was given by Chomcdy de ALusonneuve,

founder of Villc-Ahirie. He also cut down the first

trees and pulled them out of the wood. The church

was built by order of the Sister ALaric Bourgeoys, the

earliest schoolmistress of the colony. The spot was

then 400 yards outside the limits of the town. In 1675,

the chapel bein^r too small, another was built on the

same site and of the same dimensions as the present

one. The name Bonsecours was i^iven on account of

the escapes of the colony from the Iroquois. In

1754, a fire destro)-cd the second chapel, and in 1-/1

the present church was constructed upon its foundations.

|4t;
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The stoiic fouiuKitions, tlicrcforc, of the present buildiiic,^

go l)c'ick to 1675. Till a few years ago it was a fine

specimen of an old I'^'ench provincial church, especiall)-

the elegant o))en tin-covered spire and gracefully-curved

roof. The restoration-fiend, however, lias pla)'cd sad

havoc with its outlines, putting on a new front, roof and

spire, and improving away mo-:t of its beauty and

uniciueness. There are still left a few suirgestions of

what it was— tlie iiiward-sloping walls, tiie statue of the

Virgin on the rear peak of the roof, looking towards the

water, a couple (jf the old paintings and altars, etc. Tiie

image of the Virgin is very old, and is supposed to ha\e

miiaculous powers for the aid of sail.)rs, many of whom
yet pray to it It was accpiired Lw Sister Marie liour-

gcoys fiom the liaron de h\nicamp, ;i noble of lhM"ttan\-,

where it had been reputed for miracles. She, in conse-

quence, brought it over, had the chapel built for it, and

set it up where it stands, and where it has remained t!ie

patron of the French -sailors for nearly two centuries

and a lialf.

Another old little church, and one which bears its

aspect of age quaintl}', is reached by the gateway leading

from Notre Dame Street to the Convent of tlie Confrrc-

gation at St. Lambert Hill. It is a small, plain building

of dark rough limestone, with round-arched doorway.

The tablet upon it reads :
" Notre Dame de Victoire,

built in memory of the destruction of the fleet of Sir

liovcndcn Walker on the Isle aux Oeufs, 171 1." This

fleet sailed up the Gulf to attack Quebec at the one end

of the colony, while the land forces of the British

colonies were to advance from Albany against Montreal,

\\ 1 .vi
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Its

under General Nicholson and Colonel Pietcr Schuyler.

A great storm in the Gulf shipwrecked the fleet, and

frustrated the entire iin-asion. The Freiich ascribed the

catastrophe to the Virgin, and vowed her this chapel,

which was erected seven years later, in 17 iS. Tlie

interior, now used as an engine-room, retains its original

wood-panelling. The roof has been raised a story.

The Gesu, or Jesuits' Church, situated on JMeury

Street, below .St. Catherine, is one very much frequented

by visitors on account of its frescoes and magnificent

music. The former were the work of artists from

Rome. The latter is chiefly heard on Sunday evenings,

at whii_h time, after the preaching, numbers crowd into

the church to listen. The edifice is in that Italian

modification known as Florentine Renaissance, or " the

Jesuits' style." The design is that of the Church of the

Gesu in Rome. The present towers are intended to be

continued into spires. Internalh', the delicate mono-

chrome frescoes which adorn the walls and ceiling,

reproduce the masterpieces of the modern German

school : the Crucifixion, the Trinity, the Queen of

Aneels, the Holy Name of Jesus at the intersection of

the transepts and nave, the Lamb of God, Jesus in the

midst of the Doctors, Jesus with IMary and Joseph at

Nazareth, Jesus blessing little children, the raising of

Lazarus, Jesus as the Good Shepherd, Jesus appearing

to St. Thomas after the Resurrection, scenes drawn

from the history of the Jesuits. The fine oil paintings,

by the Gagliardi brothers of Rome, are also worthy of

inspection. Li the basement there is a stage, and per-

formances by the pupils of St. Mary's College adjoining

1!
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are given, witli lectures and other entertainments, from

time to time, before tlie Cercle Catholique and similar

organizations.

St. Mary's College is a large boys' school, presided

over by the Jesuits. It possesses, among other things,

things, a ver)^ rare collection of early historical documents
and relics, collected largely by the learned Isather Jcjncs.

In Canada the Order had a leading chapter of its histor}'.

From 161 1, wlien h'athers Hiard and Masse accompanied
to Acadia some of the first settlers of New I^'rance, the

members for a long time signalized themselves by extra-

ordinary devotion and self-sacrifice, and were among
the foremost in exploration of this continent. Eager
for martyrdom, they pressed forward among the most
savage tribes, overjo\-ed at being able to baptise the

multitude of d\'ing infants, and thus, as they believed,

save the little ones' souls for heaven.

The passing by the Legislative Assembly of Quebec,

with a handsome majorit\% among wliich were some
Protestant votes, of the bill incorporating the Societ)'

of Jesus, niakes a short sketch of their history in this

province instructive and interesting.

From 161 I, when the Rev. Fathers l^iard and Masse
accompanied to Acadia the first settlers of New France

down to their expulsion in 1800, the members of the

Society of Jesus have been active here. From the

Atlantic shores of Acadia to the prairies of the far

West, and from the frozen shores of Hudson Bav to

the sunny plains of Louisiana, the Fathers laboured,

anci Canadian history is full of their doings. The
blood of Fathers Brebcjcuf and Lallemant, burnt by the

i
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Iroquois in 1649 ; of I):iiiicl, sliot by arrows and musket

balls in i64<S ; of Jo<;ucs, struck down b\' a hatchet ni

1646; of (iarnier, butchered in 1649; cjf C'habancl,

drowned by an apostate Iluron in 1649; of (iarreau,

I'ierron and a host of others attest the hardships and

dangers of their work.

In 1772 the Pope suppressed the order, anil when the

decree was received in ( juebec, the then (jovernor, Lord

Dorchester, actin^i;' upon instructions from the minister,

prevented the Jiishoi; from publishinc,^ it, and it was

privately communicated to the Jesuits by the Bishop.

The Order became extinct in 1800 b\' the death of the

last Jesuit, J'^ather Cazot, who was allowed b\' the

British Government to peacefully ci^jo)- his estates till

his death.

The suppression of the order was lifted in 1S14, and

in 1839, after an absence of nearl\' fort)- }-ears, they

returned to Canada.

Though it was a Jesuit, Father X'imont, who celebrated

the first mass in Villc-Marie, their influence was much

more felt at Quebec than Montreal. There they became

zealously autocratic, driving away the Order of Recollets

(who, having been the first on the ground, had called in

their aid), and carried on, through IMontmorenc)- de

Laval, the first Bishop in Canada, a long and heated

feud with the Sulpicians of Mon.treal.

Here, their earl}' church and residence was on Jacques

Cartier Square, adjoining what is now the Champ de

ALars, and forming together three sides of a. quadrangle,

opening towards Notre Dame Street. The reader ma\'
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turn for fuller infcjrniutiou U) Parkniau's "Jesuits in Xcw
l''rance."

On St. lielen Street, just adjoining; the corner of

Xotrc Dame Street, tlicre stood, till a few years nrro, a

church and monaster)', which i^mvc its name to a i^^ate

and whole (juarter of the I'^'ench town— tlic (juarter and
L^atc of the Recollets. A tablet erected there hears the

words: "Here stood, until 1866, the Church and
Monastery of the Recollet Fathers, 1692, iii which the

An^c^dicans from 1764 to 17S9, and the Presbyterians

from 1791 to 1792, worsin'[)ped." It was also the first

Parish Church for the Irish Catholics of Montreal, from
1.S30 to 1S47.

Notre Dame de Lourdes is another visitors' church.

It stands near the corner of St. Denis and St. Catlicrinc

Streets, and its facr>de is of marble. Concernintr this

churcli, I cannot do better than condense tlie description

c,n"ven b}' a very competent critic, Mr. A. I{. Dawson,
heretofore Chairman of the Board of Arts :

" This

church has been built and adorned with one idea—that

c^f cxprcssini^ in visible form the dogma of the Immacu-
late Conception of the Virgin Mary. The architecture

of the cliurcli is Byzantine and Renaissance, such as

may be seen at Venice. It consists of a nave with

narrow aisles, a transept and a clioir. The choir and
the transept are terminated by a circidar and domed
apses, and a large central dome rises at the intersection

of tlie transept. The large dome is 90 feet high, the

total length of the church 102 feet The
first picture on the roof of the nave represents the

promise of tlie Redemption made to Adam and Eve.
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Tlic)' are prtxstratcd before the Lord, who addresses the

Serpent— ' Slie sliall bruise th\- head.' The next panel

is the sacrifice of Abraliam. Tlie third represents the

arri\al of Rebecca before Isaac. Tlie f )urth, wln'ch is

over tlie clioir. is Jacob blessin;^^ his chikhen. On the

ri^L;ht of the nave are the prophets who have proi)hesied

cf the X'irf^in— Isaiah, Jeremiah, I)a\id, Micah. On
the left are t)'pes of the Viri^in—Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel,

Ruth. The artist then proceeds to show the Roman
\icw of the realization of these i)romises—the Salutation

of Elizabeth and the Nativity— in the transepts, with

the Greek and Latin h'athers respective!}- who have

ma^[^nified ALu'v. The choir contains the exposition of

the Dogma proper. The statue over the altar, and

which strikes the e\-e immediateK' on enterincf the

church, is symbolic of the doctrine. It re[)resents the

Virgin in the attitude usuallv attributed to this subject

by the Spanish painters—the hands crossed on the

breast. She is standing on the clouds, and the text

illustrated is Rev. xii. i : 'A woman clothed with the

sun, and the moon under her feet.' The light thrown

down from an unseen lami) is to represent the clothing

with the sun."

"The artist, M. Bourassa, must have the credit," says

Mr. Dawson, " of working out his exposition with force

and unity, Sonie of the painting is exceedingly good.

The decoration of the church in gold and colours,

arabesque and fifteenth-centur\- ornament, is very beau-

tiful and harmonious We have dwelt at

length upon this building, because it is the onl\' one of

its kind in America."
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Mr. Dawson is himself, \vc believe, the orir^Mnator of

the project of a l^'rcnch-Canadian school of church

decorators, whose field should be the Roman Catliolic

Churches of the North American continent, and ot

which the ]5oard of Arts and Manufactures has, under

his {guidance, established a respectable bei^inning at

Montreal.

lieneath the church is a chapel representing; the

alleged apparition of the Virgin to the young girl

Bernadette Soubirons in a grotto near Lourdcs, France,

in 1858, at which time a miracle-working fountain is

said to have commenced to gush out of the rock, and

still continues making miraculous cures.

L'Eglise St. Jacques near by, stands on the site of

the former Roman Cathedral, and is a highly fashionable

French place of worship. Its spire is the highest in the

city, slightly exceeding the towers of Notre Dame.
The new transept is <T handsome piece of Gothic.

St. Patrick's, "the Irish Cathedral," on St. Alexander

Street, is a grand specimen of early French Gothic, both

in and out. The cjuaint stone fagade, with rose window,

and the massive but still open spire, are truly notable

for their combination of grace and power.

Other notable Roman Catholic Churches are : The
Church of the Sacred Heart, the Chapel of the Congre-

gation Nuns, St. Henri Parish Church, Ste. Cunegonde
Parish Church.

III.—J i:WI.SII SYNAGOGUES.

At this point we ought not to overlook the earliest

synagogue. Jews ap ear in Montreal very soon after
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tlie Coiuiucst (at least, as early as 1765, and probaljly

with the liritish entry), Tlieir first sytipy^oc^uc building

was on Notre ly.une Street, west of the Court House

Square, where the tablet reads: "Here stood the first

SjMiaf^ogue of Canada, erected in 1777, A.M. 5557, by

the Spanish and Portui;ucsc Jewish Congregation

'Shearith Israel;' f)Unded 1768."

I'here are now five s\'iiacjo<Tues in the place. Tiiat of

the Spanish rite on Stanley Street is remarkable as a

specimen, especially within, oi /lv^^}'pto-Judean architec-

ture, h'our magnificent stone ]\gyptian columns support

the portico.
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CIIARITAIILK A\I) RK.!..(;iOUS INSTITUTIONS.

Yy^KRi-:, again, tlic :;harp division of Roman Catholic and

M'' Protestant com!\s in, though the cliaiit}' of some of

J \ the institutions is broader than their denomina-

tional limits. There is nothing of which Montreal can be

prouder than the large-heartcdness of many of her

wealthy citi/cns. There are only two kir.ds of men
wo''i".h considering—the generous and the mean. Mont-

real has had, like other places, some conspicuously mean
millionaires ; but no town has had a greater proportion

of generous ones, and these she delights to keep

rer.embcrcd.

I.—PROTESTA \ I'.

The Victoria Hospital, though new, stands at the

head of all. The gift of two citizens. Sir Donald Smith

and Lord Mount-Stephen, it dominates the city from

the top of University Street, on a shoulder of Mount
Royal, at the eastern edge of the park. It is a huge and
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nnjst picturesque buildinc^ of uncut limestone, rcsomljliuL;

some castellated Scotch ])alace. The stx'le, in fact, is

Scottish Jiarouial. The cost was over $1,000,000, apart

from the laiul, which was contributed by the cit\'. The
Hospital occupies one of the most commandin;^ situa-

tions possible. On ai)proach, it is found to consist of a

mai^nificent main biildinLj; situated across a ccnirt-v'ard,

the sides of which are formed l)y Ion;,;", tall, narrow winL;s

boldl}' standini^" forward, their a[)pear;ince of liei^ht

enhanced by a pair of tall turrets at tiie front corners

of eacii, and also b\' the slo})e of the liillside. The

interior is constructed and manap'ed on the most modern

hospital plans and 'principles.

The General Hospital, on I)(Mcliester Street, at the

corn.er of St. Di^minioue, is the most wide!y-\encrated

establishment. Its tradition, thouL^h sup[)orted almost

entirely b\' Protestant contributions, is tha^ of an open

door, and kind relief to all sufferers, without regard to

race or ciced. It was established in 1S21. Th.e dail)-

average of in-door patients is about 170; of out-door,

about 700.

The Protestant House of Industry and Refuge is

the head centre for distiibution of relief to tiie Protestant

l^oor, antl is carried on by a committee of citizens. It

has a countr\' home for the aged antl infirm at Lonsjue

Pointe. It is situated on Dorchester Street, east of

VAoxwy.

The Western Hospital, 1269 Dorcliester Street

West, is the leading establisiiment for diseases of women.

The Mackay Institute for Protestant Deaf Mutes
^also for the blind;, on Cote St. Luc R(xid, Cote St.
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Antolnc
; incorporated 1869. One of the most benefi-

cent and interesting^ of institutions. Six teachers, forty

deaf and five blind children inmates.

The Hervey Institute, Mountain Street, below Dor-
chester, is a children's home. So are the Protestant
Infants' Home, 50S Guy Street, and the Protestant
Orphan Asylum (established 1822), 2409 St. Catherine

Street.

The Boys' Home, 117 Mountain Street, below St.

Antoine, does an excellent work of rescue and traininiT.

The other Protestant Institutions are: The W.C.T.U..
St. Catherine Street, foot of Victoria Street ; V.W.C.A..

75 ]3rummond Street; St. Andrew's Home (Srotch\

403 Aqueduct Street; St. Geor<:^c's Home (Kno-lish),

139 St. Antoine Street
;
the Montreal Maternity Hospi-

tal, 93 St. Urbain Street ; the Women's Protective

Immigration Society, Osborne Street, near i\Iountain
;

the Ladies' l^enevolent Society, 31 Berthelct Street
; the

Canridian Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.

198 St. James Street; the Society for J'rotection of

Women and Children, Temple Ikiildini;- ; the Irish

I'rotcstant Benevolent Societ}', 691 Dorchester Street:

the Protestant Hospital for the Insane, Verdun
; St.

Man^aret's Home, 660 Sherbrooke Street; Montreal

Sailors' Institute, po Commissioners Street ; the I^aron

de Hirsch Institute (Jewish); the Hebrew Ik^ievolent.

The Y.M.C.A. has been described under Dominion
Square.

TI.—ROMAN CATHOLIC.

The Hotel Dieu (Hotel Dieu St. Joseph de Ville-

Marie), the oldest and vastest of the Roman Catholic



MONTKKAL AFTi'.R 250 VKARS. '9

bcnefi-

•s, fort}-

w Dor-

iiestant

testant

thcriiic

o\v St.

lininij-.

C.T.u'.

A'.C.A.,

>rotcli
',

I lospi-

3tcctivc

.mtaiii
;

ct
; the

nimals,

tion of

-^ Irish

Street
;

11 ; St.

ontrcal

J^ciron

:)Ient.

minion

Ville-

Uhoh'c

Ilo.spitals, i.s, of course, a c^reat nunnery a.s well. Its

loni; front, L-u\c^c stone (garden-walls and tin-covered

roofs and dome, infallibly catch tlic eve near the head

of Park Avetuie, and bordcrini^ on the east corner of

Mount Roval Par'.. The nunnerv is on one side of the

central chapel, the hospital on the otlicr. It was

founded, about 250 }ears a;^o, in 1644, by the Duchcsse

de Bullion, "the unknown benefactress," one v)f the

aristocratic cirrlc of the A.isociation of Montreal, who
gave to found it a sum of 42,000 livres, which, thout;h

she was entirely ic^norant of the real needs of the place,

she insisted should not he used for an\' other purpose.

Mile. Mance and the other ipractical people on the spot

could see no earthly use in diverting; such a sum from

the Huron mission and other needs of the colony to a

buildiu!^ without prosi^ect of occu[)ation. The idea had

been that of Monsieur de la DcUivorsiere, the collector

of taxe.^; who, with M. Olier of the Seminar}-, had

j)lanned out this extraoi dinar}' colony on a visionar)-

f)undation. In a }-car or so, however, the Iro([uois

began to attack the [)lace, andi then the hospital turned

out of use. It has ever since continued to bless immense

multitudes ol' sick. The original l)uilding was erected

on St. Paul Street, not fu' from Custom House Square,

it was "60 feet long b}' 24 feet wide, with a kitchen^ a

chamber for .Mile. .Mance, others for servants, and 2

large apartments for the p^atients. It was ampK' pro-

vided with furniture, linen, medicines and all necessaries;

and possessed 2 o.^en, 3 cows, and 20 shee[). .\ small

orator}' of stone was built adjoining. The enclosure

was .4. arpents (acres) in length." It was fortified b)-
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palisades. TIic Aiiti(iuariaii Society's tablet oil the

front wall of tlie present institution relates the stor\' (jf

its establishment in its present place: "Hotel Dieu cle

Ville-Marie, fonnded in 1644 by Jeainie Mance. Trans-

ferred in 1S61 to this land, ^ivcn by Henoit and (iabriel

l^asset. Removal of the remains of Jeanne Alance and

178 nuns, 1S61." The ;r//>/V//.s-(\v of the Hotel Dieu arc

known as " the J)lack Xuns." Such of them as have
taken the vows of " the cloistered " never leave the

premises.

Mile. Mance, the foundress, was an entluisiast of the

cxtrcmest t\-pe. 1 ler childhood itself is said to have been
taken u[) with extraordinary \ows, and miraculous

visions and portents were with her to the end of her life.

Her arm was cured of i)alsy at the L;rave of Olier
;

visions pointed out to her her mission at Ville-?\[arie.

Hither she came, with three female servants, the onI\'

women in the company. She died in 1673, and was
buried in the Hotel Hieu ; but her heart was to have
been placed as a relic in the sanctuary lamp of Xotrc
Dame. A flood, however, 22 )'ears later, which destroyed

the old H.otel Dieu, carried it off

The Grey Nuns' Hospital takes its current name
from the grey costume of its community. More even
than the Hotel Dieu, this institution strikes one by its

monastic vastness and severity of outline, extendinn'

over f^rcat part of a large four-square street-block. It

was founded, in 1747, by .Madame d'Youville (Marie

Marguerite du Frost de la Jemmcrais), the widow of an
officer. Many curious objects, made by, or belonging

to, her, and illustrating the state of her times, belong to

r. V
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the

the institution, such as delicate enibroielcry and licr

enamelled clasp-knife.

The nuns are ^aid to have received their nanic at

tlrst in hatred, for nirdice vas rife ai^ainst them and the

fcjundress, on the -)art of the Governor of the town and

tb.c leadini^r inhabitants, from their fijundation, and they

were accused, amoni; the common peo[)le, of the use

(jf alcohol and (Aher atrocious qualities. '1 his arose

from the old Ilcspital Geiieral, fcumded in 1694. and

until then ccjnducted inefficientl)- by monks, ha\-in;_^^

been placed under her direction b\' the Bishoi). The

people took the part c( the mcjnks. Her kind treatn.ient

of tlie En'^dish [)risoners shows her to have been an

estimable woman, and won afterwards the esteem ol the

conquerors.

The nuns are .liwaN's s^'lad to receive visitors, of wh.oni

a u'reat manv attend. I'Lverv New \'ear's there is a

formal receptior, when the sisters staiul in two rov.'s and

receive all-comers, after an old custom. Great numbers

of infants are left by un.known parties at the institution,

the immense majority of which, unf(M-tunatel\-, die in a

short time. It is also an asylum f jr the sick, maimed,

iuHrm, as^'ed, insane and desolate of all sexes. In 1870

the)' built the present vast stone buildin--. It contain^

more than 3:0 rooms. There are cA'er loo sisters and

about 100 novices. Su[)p(n-t is i)rinci[)all>- derived

from the rents of houses and lands beloni^in;^- to the

Order and the united industries of the Sisterhood.

The dauL.hter of the celebrated luhan Allen, the

founder of X'ermont State, and leader Ci "The Green

Mountain Bo}-s," died a member of this order. A
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tradition is related tliat durltr^^ her girlhood, long before

her conversion to Catholicism, she was pursued by a

terrible monster, who attacked her as she was walking

b\' a river. She was saved by an old man, whose

features and appearance were thenceforth vividly stamped

upon her memory. She was afterwards sent to a

convent in Montreal for her education, and became a

Romanist. Returning, she visited this convent among

some others. She was struck by a picture of St. Joseph,

and stood in front of it gazing. " There," exclaimed

she, pointing to it, " is he, m}^ preserver !
" and v.-ent on

to explain ; and thereupon she decided to take the vows

of the Grey Xuns I So runs the tale. The picture

remains there still.

In the corner of the grounds at Dorchester Street a

tall cross of red-stained wood is to be seen, to which a

history attaches, called The Story of the Red Cross.

The popular narrative is that it marks the grave of a

notorious highwayman, who robbed and murdered

lialnta)its returning from Montreal to St. Laurent and

the back country by wa\' of Dorchester Street, which was,

in French times, tiie only highway west of St. Lawrence

Street through the forest. This story is somewhat

incorrect.* Iklisic, the man in question, was not a

highway robber ; his crime was housebreaking and a

double murder. lie lived on Le Grand Chemin du

Roi, now called Dorchester Street, near this spot. On
the other side of the road, and a little higher up, Jean

Favrc and his wife ^^larie Anne lived, who were reputed

to have money in their house and to be well off.

* On the authority of P. S. Murphy, Esq., of the Antiquarian vSociety.
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Iklislc formed tlie envious project of robbing his neigli-

bour, and accordingly, one dark night, broke into the

house and fired his pistol at Favrc, which, however, only

wounding, he stabbed him to death with a large hunting

knife. Favre's wife rushed in to help her husband.

Iklisle plunged the knife into her breast, anrl then

despatched her by a blow of a spade. I le was suspected,

and soon after arrested, tried and convicted. Tlic

terrible punishment of brca/ciu^i^- alive was then in force

under French law. Belisle was condemned to " torture

ordinary and extraordinary," and then " to have his

arms, legs, thighs and reins broken alive on a scaffold to

be erected in the market-place of this city" (the present

Custom House Square) ;

" then put on a rack, his face

towards the sky, to be left to die." The awful sentence

was carried out to the letter, his body buried in Guy

Street, and a Red Cross erected to mark the spot.

The present cross has been moved back a {cw feet

because of a widening of the street.

The old Grey Nunnery is situated in its stone-wallcJ

}'ard, now used for coal, near the foot of McGill Street.

The original edifice has been lately removed, but the

larger erections remain still. The walls and remains of

the chapel can be seen from behind, incorporated in

warehouses and stores.

Notre Dame Hospital, on Xotre Dame Street, near

Dalhousie Square, is a much smaller institution than the

foregoing, but has, like the General Mospital, an open

door for all creeds, though managed by Roman

Catholics.
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Other lai\i;c cstablishmctits arc :

The Asile de la Providence (St. Catherine Street),

under the care of an order of nuns, who, besides

carini,' for the sick, aged and orplians, have the lari^est

Insane Asyknn of the Province in their house at Longue

I'ointe, below tlie cit\'.

The Institution for Deaf Mutes, St. Denis Street.

The Deaf and Dumb Institution.

The Bon Pasteur Convent, Sherbrooke Street.

The Roman Catholic Orphan Asylum, St. Catherine

Street.

St. Patrick's Orphan Asylum, Dorchester Street,

near l^eaver Mall Hill. About 150 inmates.

St. J^ridi^et's Home, Lairauchcticre Street, near

Beaver Hall ; St. Joseph's Asylum, 60 Catliedral Street
;

Nazareth .\svlum a 1 Institute for the Blind, 2023 St.

Catherine Street; Home for the A<ged of the Little

Sisters of the Poor, 109 P\jrfar Street.

UXI\ KKSlTir.s.

The celebrated McGill University is one of the finest

in America. The i^rounds arc extensive, trcc-L^rown

and enclosed with a liL;ht, black, iron fence, and the

main buildinL:,^ to which an avenac leads from the Iodide

gates, stands well back on a rise in the distance. To

the right and left, partl\' concealed by trees, are the

other buildings of the University. The large and beau-

tiful Greek building to the left is the Redpath Museum
;

on its left is the affiliated Presbyterian College
;
below

it the new Library ; further, across McTavish Street,

the Congregational College ; above the Museum, the
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small round tower is the Observatory. In front of the

main buildin[^, with its Doric portico, is the _i;ravc of

James McGill ; on the ri^^iit, the Medical College,

towards the rear; I'errier Hall (the Methodist affiliated

College), hidden by the other buildings ; then the great

McDonald Technical School ; nearer still, the handsome

Workman Laboratory of Physics ; antl on the extreme

left, forming the corner of University Street, the L »nalda

Ladies' Department. The foreground is occupied by

college campus and walks. Hehind the whole, Mount

Royal rises prominently as a refreshing green back-

ground.

The institution is entirely the result of the private

munificence of a succession of large-hearted merchants.

The first and most honoured was the founder, James

McGill, one of the old Scotch fur traders, wh(\ in 1813,

bequeathed £'10,000 and his lands of sixt\--four acres

here, known as the I\Ianor of liurnside, to the Royal

Institution for the Advancement of Learning. His

town residence and warehouse was in a building opposite

the City Hall, which bears a tablet of the Antiquarian

Society. His country house of Burnside stood a short

distance down McGill College Avenue, where the syna-

eocue is built. His i^ortrait in the college re|)resents

him as a stout, pleasant-tempered man, of superior

intelligence, in a powdered queue.

The blue-stone monument over his remains in McGill

College Grounds reads as below. Part of the letters

seem to have been re-cut on removal from the old

Dorchester Street Cemetery, and in doing this a mistake

has occurred in sa)-ing the "4th'" instead of the " ist"

I (I-
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Battalion. "To the memory of the Honourable James

McGill, a native of Glasgow, North Britain, and bcini,^

several years a representative of the City of Montreal

in the Let^islative Assembly, and Colonel of the 4th

]5attalion of Montreal Militia, who departed this life

on the 19th day of December, 181 3, in his 69th

year. In his loyalty to his sovereign, and in abilitv',

integrity, industry and zeal as a magistrate, and in the

other relations of public and private life, he was con-

s[)icuous ; his loss is accordingl)- sincerely and greatly

rccrreltcd." Lower down, near the base, wc read : "This

monument, and the remains which it covers, were

removed from the old Protestant Cemetery, Dorchester

Street, and placed here in grateful remembrance of the

founder of this University; 25 June, 1S75."

One Dc rivieres, his step-siui, wIkmu he had generously

made his heir, did his best to thwart the bequest by

refusing possession of either the land or the monc}-, and

even had the singular ill-faith to plc;id at law that the

trustees had not built the college within the time—ten

years—stated in the will. The judge severely com-

mented on his conduct, compelled liim to render up

both money and land, and the institution was begun.

Its early fortunes were so varied, that it was forced to

sacrifice the most of its land, which extended down to

Dorchester Street, and at one time it is said that only

the tenacity of a man of superior temperament and

intelligence, Professor William Turnbull Leach, later

Archdeacon of ^Montreal, kept it in existence. It has

now possessions valued at several millions. Morrin

College, Quebec, and St. Francis College, Richmond,

m
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arc collcf^cs of the rnivcrsitx-. Tlio University i.->

undenominational Trotestant. Its faculties are : Arts,

Medicine, Applied Science, Law and ('()inparati\'e Ana-

tomy. Of these, tlie Medical is most \videl\- celel)rate(l.

Tile entire number of students is .about 1,000, sendiiiL;'

ut cUinually a stream of educated men who achie\-e

the highest positions. The Principal is Sir W illiam

Dawson.

The Redpath Museum, especially the great hall, is

finished and arrangctl \-er\' beautifully in (ireek spirit.

Among other things, it contains on exhibition a magni-

ficcnt geological collection, the work-, ni large part, o.

Sir William Dawson ; the nunlel of a gigantic megathe-

rium, a weird collection of wood-car\-ings b}- the Thlin-

kit Indians of the Pacific Coast, the exquisite shell

collection of the late Dr. P. P. Carpenter, aboriginal

skulls an.d remains frcMii the site of ^Montreal and rather

localities, and the skelton of a whale caught in the St.

Lawrence opposite the cit\'.

The Redpath Library is a recent gift ca[)able of

holding 150,000 volumes. It contains about 35,000, and

has s[)acious reading-roc-ms for men and women, and

stud)--rooms of the best construction, with other appli-

ances. Though small in number of books, it is es[)eciall\'

rich in works relating" to Canada, in historical pamphlets,

and in scientific works. The fac-simile of Domesday

Book and its iron chest is a curiosity, l^esides thi-^

general • library, others of considerable \-aIue are found

in the Medical College, the h\aculty of Applied Science,

and the various Theological Colleges, that of Morricc

Hall (Presbyterian) being most notable.
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The McDonald Technical Building slioukl be i^onc

over. It is one of the l)est-e(iuippecl buiklinfjs for

tecliiiie.'il traiiiiii;^ in America.

The Workman Physics Building is also von-

intercstiiiL;.

The amusements of the students are main!)' football,

tennis, crick'et and f^eneral athletics. The cam],)us and

tennis-L^rounds are i^ood for these purp(xses.

Bishops' University fh-pisc(jpal) and Victoria Uni-

versity are represented in Montreal by Medical Colleges

only.

Laval University, of Quebec (I^^rench Roman Catho-

lic), is in process oC establishing itself here, and will

probably do so on a large scale. It has a flourishing

law school, and is t.'d>:ing over the Victoria Medical

College, but has not yet erectetl buildings.

OTIIKl; i:i)UC.\TIOXAL INSTITUTIONS.

The dualit)' of Protestant and Catholic is even more

sharply defined in educational institutions than in

benevolent. The Provincial Council of Public Instruc-

tion is divided into two- -a Protestant and a Catholic

bran'^h. and taxation is separate. Local management is

in ' 'nnds of separate lioards of Protestant and

Ca ommissioners. The chief schools under the

form- Montreal are the High School for 15oys and

High ::-)chool for Girls, which occupy different portions

of the High School lUiilding on Peel Street, and the

Normal School, for training of teachers, on Belmont

Street. The number of pupils in the first is about 250
;

in the second, about 300 ; and in the last, about 100.

{
I
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The Boys' lli^h School was ori<^inalI\' tlic Royal

Grammar Scliool, and afterwards a department of

McGill University. There are in the city sixteen

common schools under the Protestant Commissioners,

besides Trafalgar Institute for Women aiui many ^ood

private schools, sucii as the Colle^^e of C'ommerce

(Drummond Street) and the Busiiiess Colle^i^e (Victoria

Square).

The [)rincii)al schools of the Roman Catholic Com-

missioners are the Plateau Street Academy and tlie

Ecolc Normale on Sh.erbrooke Street, both excellent

r'rench schools, occupyin<^ noble buildini^s, Tiiey are

for boys alone, Roman Catholic girls being sent to

convents.

The Catholic Commissioners have, besides, a number

of other schools under their caic. Altogether, the city

contains 4 Catholic "colleges," 36 "academics," 31

" schools."

Some of the French establishments arc interesting

from their historical associations or foreign air. Those

named coi/i'o-cs are of the nature vjf high schools.

The Sdminaire de St. Sulpice, or Grand Seminary,

for the training of priests, has been already described

under Place d'Armes.

Its junior branch, the College de Montreal, or Petit

Sdminaire, is situated on Sherbrooke Street West, on

" the l*riests' Farm," an ancient property of the Order.

Its large buildings are built upon the site of one of the

earliest cdinces of Montreal, the country house of the

Grand vSeminary, known as the Maison des Mes ;ieurs,

or l-'ort de la IMontagne, around which the village of the

I
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Indian converts was placed. The Maison dcs Mes.-ieurs.

now represented by l o historic tcnvers, standing; as

relics of ;i mediaeval [Kist, was a larc^e rou,L;h old edifice

of plastered stone, three stories h.ii^ii in the centre and

two elsewhere, snrnaounted b)- roofs rcscnibl'nL; those

of the present Cjrand Seminary, i)innacled and cur\-cd

in the inimitable (/Id l^^'ench rcjcjf-cn.rves. An extensive

TlIK ol.l) SF.MIXARV lOWKKS.

stone wall enclosed it for pnr[)oses of fortifications,

while the pair of towers formed part of the v^-all in front,

and between them was the entrance. In a Wcd'^xl

enclosure adjoiniiiL;", to the eastward, was the Indian

village ; in another, to westward, lari;e gardens. C)nc of

the old towers, in very early times, was used as a chapel

of the Indian mission established here, the other beini^"

used as a school. A tablet in the fcjrmer reads in

1
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Mcs-icLirs,

indinL[ as

ilcl edifice

eiitre and

n^- those

id cu r\-cd

extensive

ficatioiis,

In front,

I Wcd'-d

; Indian

One of

a cliapel

,er bein^,^

reads in

French: "Here rest the mortal remains of h^-ancois

Thoronhionc^^o, Huron; baptizeel by the Reverend I'ere

Hrcbi euf. lie was b\- his piety and by his probity the

example of the Christians and tlie iidmiration of the

unbelievers: he died, a'-ed about lOO \-ears, the 21st

April, 1690."

What untold 'Histories, traditions and reminiscences

doubtless died with th.i- centenarian savai^e ! .And

baptized b}' Pere Brebdjuf! The latter was a nero of

one of the most dreadful martx-rdoms recorded. In

1649, he and h'ather Lalement, both Jesuits, were tor-

tured to death bx' Irociuois with everv cru.eltN- devisable.

In the other, " the Schoolmistress of the Mountain,"

an lixlian sister of c^reat re[)ute for sainthood, taui^'ht,

and to her a memorial I'eads as follows :
" Here rest the

mortal remains of Marie Therese Gannensa;4ouas, of the

Con!.'"reLi"ation of Xotre Dame. After h.avini;" exercisecl
V.J C) » '

durinc^ 13 \-ears the office of schoolmistress at the

Mountain, she died in reputation of _^'reat virtue, ai^^cd

28 years, the 25th Xovember, 1^)95."

Over the door of the we^tei-n winc]^ one reads :

" Hie

evangelibantur Indi"—"Here the Indians were cvan-

i2:elized."

A tablet on the wall in front, on Sherbrooke Street,

records the foutidiuL,^ of the Indian mission in 1677, and

the facts concerning' the Towers.

Some distance aloni^^ the wall eastwards is still another

tablet, markin<; the position of General Amherst's army

at the time of the surrender of the town to tlie lCnL,dish

power.

Within the crrounds mav often be seen crowds of

n
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boys uniformed in black frock coats, bkie sashes and

peaked caps, pLayin^^ ball or tennis in their hi^^di

stationary tennis-court, or discoursing music as a \^•cll-

cquipped band. Within the college tlu theatre would

be found an important amusement. The curriculum is

divided into two parts : tiieology and philosophy. Boys

are taken from early years upwards. In the last years

they choose cither to study for the priesthood or for

other occupations, and thus separate. The course is

based largely on the classical languages, declamation

and the philosophy of Thomas Aquinas. The number

of pupils and students of all parts of the institution is

about 450.

Further up on the hill, for the Seminary here owns an

immcnsek^ valuable and large tract, stand two other

buildings, one an old country house of the order, with

grove of trees and ornamental pond, the other, higher

up, a handsome new institution for the headquarters of

the Order.

St. Mary's College, the school of the Jesuit Fathers,

has been referred to in connection with the Church

of the Gcsu, which it adjoins, on Bleury Street.

The Board of Arts Schools, on St. Gabriel Street,

opposite the Champ dc Mars, should be added as

me' iting inspection.

The Christian Brothers' Schools are on Cote Street.

'^or girls, the great convents are those of the Nuns of

the Congregation, Mount St. Mary and the Hochelaga

Convent. Their curriculum consists chiefly of the

accomplishments : music, sewing, religious instruction,

deportment, etc.
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The Nuns of the Congregation, or Sisters of the

Congregation de Notre Dame, are the great teaching

order, having convents in most of tlic large villages of

the Province and many others throughout Canada and

the United States. They have lierc their two most

interesting establishments of the kind, being the older

and newer mother houses of the community. lioth

buildings arc of historic interest. The older is in the

lower town, and reached by a gateway from Notre

Dame Street, opposite St. Lambert Dill; the newer is

a vast and magnificent structure, whose grou^) of spires

appears prominently on the extreme south-westerly

slope of Mount Royal.

One of the most famous pioneers of French Canada,

Marguerite Bourgcoys, the earliest school teacher of tiie

colony, a devoted and sensible person, founded the

order. She is greatly revered in tlie history of licr

people. Der first school was established at l^ouchcr-

ville, on the opposite side of the St. Lawrence, at a

point now marked by a memorial inscribed cross. On

entering the quaint gateway from Notre Dame Street,

one sees to the right the gable of the curious little

building of stone, described previously as Notre Dame

dc Victoire, one of the most anticpie relics of Montreal's

past.

Passing on, one sees ahead a cut-stone church, of no

great size, but bearing an inscription stating that it is

erected on the site of one built in 1693 by Marguerite

Bourgeoys herself A view to the left from this [)oint

shows the convent surrounding its court-yard in the

shape of ranges of buildings of an ancient appearance.
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Within arc many quaint relics, amon^c^ others a curious

contemporary paintinj^ in bhick and white of Mdllc. Lc

l^cr. A tablet reads :
" Con^jrecration of Notre Dame,

founded by Marguerite 15ourgeo}'s. Convent built 1686.

Jeanne Le Ber lived here solitary from 1695 to 17 14."

The newer mother-house, called Villa Maria, is, as

has been stated, on the Mountain-side at Cote St.

Antoine, where it is es[)ecially prominent at the hour

when its spires cross the sunset. A magnificent chapel

is the chief attraction. There are large grounds, which

originally belonged to an old family named Monk,

whence the name Monklands, and afterwards were the

place of residence of several of the Governor-Generals.

Their dwelling is incorporated among the new buildings.

The number of sisters here is about 270 ; but the order

has 105 establishments, with some 1,200 sisters and

about 25,000 pupils.

The Hochelaga Convent and Mount St. Mary are

convents of a similar nature, but much less splendor or

interest. A number of American pupils are boarders.

RKLICIOUS ORDKR.S.

Several communities of old-world monks and cloistered

nuns are represented in Montreal.

The Trappists, though only occasionally seen as

single memibers on the streets, are a most interesting

Order, cxliibiting a perfect picture of a m.edireval com-

munity of monks. They wear a long coarse brown

woollen robe and cowl, shave the head and observe

perpetual silence, except when spoken to by their

Superior. Their specialty is agriculture, and their head-
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(juartcrs their monaster}- and beautiful farm of 1,000

a'jrcs at Oka, some 30 miles above the city. There

cvcr\" person is hos})itabl\- received and kept as loni^ as

lie desires to stay, on tiie understanding that he does so

for religious meditation. The curious mcdi;ijval meals

of bread and vegetables twice a da\-, the wondrous old

I)saltcrs used b\' each monk in the chapel, the strange

silence, the flagellation scourges, cells, rude beds, and

the intense absorption of some of the devotees make up

a fascinating sight.

The CarmeHtes are nuns of a still severer regime,

and liave their convent at I lociielaga. Its walls arc

vcrv high, and the sistc;- fwhc arc few in numl)er 1 have,

by the vows of this order, renounced the sight of the

outside world for the remainder (jf their lives. The

lives of cloistered nuns, even when of teaching or

hospital orders, arc alwa\'s sad : what, then, must tho.se

of these sisters be ?

.SOCIETIES.

Litcratuiw Science^ Art, History, Aiitiquariartisiii.

The Natural History Society was mentioned in con-

nection with its Museum.
The Numismatic and Antiquarian Society is the

most active of the historicd associations. It was founded

iJecember 15, 1862, under the title of " The Numismatic

Socict}' of Montreal," with a membership of French

and I'Lncrlish <: entlcmen—a dual racial character which

lias happily characterized it ever since, and makes it one

of the not least effective influences of harmony and

croodwill in the communit\'. In 1866 the name was
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changed to its prcs^^n^ title, and in 1S69 an act of

incorporation was obtained. In the Natural Ilistorv

Musciun the scjciety preserves and adds to its consider-

able collection of coins, medals, maps, books ant.1

manuscripcs. In the Caxton celebration year it held a

memorable exhibition of rare books; in 1S87, a uni(|iie

exhibition of historical portraits, the catalogue of which

remains a list of value to liistorian.s
;
the Maisonneu\e

Mornunent is its proposal; and the I listorical Tablets,

suggested by one of :'"s members, have been erected b}'

this societ}'. It publishes the valuable AiitiquiDiaii

foiii'jial.

The Societe Historique, another old societ)-, lias also

done valuable work, re-published a number of most rcue

manuscripts, including iJoUier de Casson's " Ilistoire du

Montreal," and has in hand a pro[)osed monument for

the landing-[)lace (jf Maisonneu\'e, to consist of a granite

obelisk, with inscription. The society contains, among
other po.-isessions, the Sabretache portfolio of Com-
mander Jaccpies V'iger, which furnished material to the

historians Parkman and Kingsford.

The Society for Historical Studies published Cana-

dianci for some vears, and as.sisted in disseminatin- the

love of historv.

The Society of Canadian Literature opened u[) the

field of Canadian letters, and still exists for occasional

work of the same nature.

The h\)lk-I.ore Club, the Shakespeare Club, the

Microscopical Societ}', the Horticultural Society,

Mendelssohn Choir, Philharmonic Society, arc some

names of the better-known associations.

.. y
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SPORTS, I'ASTI.MKS, TI IKATRKS, CLfHS, ETC.

Athletics.

Athletics arc the dcli<;ht of Montreal. Here alone

arc the Winter Carnival and Ice Palace possible—at
least, at their best. Mere, too, the Indian pleasures of

the lacrosse, the tobo^i^an and the snowshoc, associated

with the brl^^ht old royagcur bhuiket costume, are in

their native air ; here the Scotch curlini;-rinks took root

generations a!:,^o as solidl\--establishrd institutions ; while

cricket, football, tenin's, fox-hunting, fishing, shooting,

rowing, yachting, golf and all the Anglo-Saxon games
are devotedly pursued, The use of the blanket costume
for purposes of sport is attributed b\- some to the

enthusiasm of the Ihatish army colon)-
; but there is no

doubt but that it is a legacy from the Old Xorth-
W'estcrs.

The Montreal Amateur Athletic Association is the

largest organization of the athletic interest. It has

some 2,000 members, a well-equipped club-house and
headquarters, and a large stretch of superb grounds on
the west Q^'ga of the city. The association had its

beginning, in 1840, in the shape of the Montreal Snow-
shoc Club, now familiar')' known as " the Old Tuque
Blue," from the blue woollen habitaiifs liberty cap,

worn as a part of the costume. The club, in conse-

(juence of its long standir.g, [)rescr\-es a rich display of

trophies in its rooms. It has always thrown its influence

on the side of temperance, public {)rogress and national

spirit. It has at times organized vigorous movements
against attempts to establish saloons within its district

;
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iia.s _c;ivcii lar!:,''c nuinbcrs of its members to the militia,

especially in times of danf^cr
; and was tlie c)riginatnr

and mainsta\' of the winter carnivals and of the snow-

shoe concert. In winter its snowshoers tram[) over tlie

Mountain or to Lachinc, and sometimes farther, cndiii;^-

up by a joll\- dance and '^upper ; in summer, the games

of lacrosse on its suburban i^rounds absorb the same

interest. Lacrosse, as plaj'ed on these f^rounds, is the

most spectacular rr^me cxistini;'. Its simplicity', the

rapidity and L;'race of fliL;ht of the ball, and the lii^htninL;'

clian;^^es of fortune or strokes of skill, immediately

enchain the attention and excite the blootl.

The clubs now included in the Association are : The
Montreal Snowslioe Club, the Montreal Lacrosse Club,

the r\Iontreal Bicycle Club, the Tuque Bleue Toboc^gan

Club, the .Montreal T^ootball Club, the Montreal G\'m-

nasium, the M.A.A.A. Dramatic Club, the Cinderella

Club, the Montreal Fencing; Club, the Montreal Hockey

Club, the Tuque l)Ieue Skating Rink, the Montreal

Baseball Clul), the Montreal Chess Club.

The clubdiouse is on the corner of ALansfield and

l^erthelct Streets. It contains, besides the gymnasium,

reading, bowling, shooting and billiard-rooms, offices

and a number of committee and other apartments.

The St. George's Snowshoe Club is also a large

affair. Its house is on the hillside at Cote St. Antoine.

The membership) originally consisted principall}^ of

Englishmen, whence the name St. George's. This

club, like the M.A.A.A., lias tramps and dances in

winter, and is very popular.

Le Trappeur is the principal French Snowshoe Club.
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shoe Club.

Its costume is blue and white. The club rooms are on

St. Lawrence Street, at the corner of Craig.

The Victoria Skating Rink, on Drummond Street,

is an old institution, with history and prestige, a very

large skating hall, and fame for fancy dress carnivals.

A number of other athletic clubs exist, but are more

subject to change than the foregoing.

The Montreal Hunt Club's elegant " Kennels," on

the Papineau Road, are the locale of very favon.rite balls.

The pack is an old one, wdiich has been improved upon

from the foundation of the club in 1826. The fox-

hunting of the club is done in the country districts of

the island inunediately surrounding the city, ana tlieir

" breakfasts " at the table of some friend or member arc

'' rcchcycht' affairs." They also hold steeplechases and

other races Q.\Q.ry year.

Canoeing, boating and yachting are much in vogue,

though usually carried on in the watering-places which

surround the island, such as Lachine, Dorval, Valois,

rte. Claire, Ste. Anne, Longueuii, Laprairie and Ste.

Rose. The Lachine, Valois and Ste. Anne Boat Clubs'

club-houses are the chief centres of such amusements.

Regattas arc held at these places and others during the

season.

Theatres.

The principal Theatres are : The Academy of Music,

Victoria Street ; the Queen's Theatre, St. Catherine

Street, near luiglish Cathedral ; the Theatre Ro}-al.

Cote Street. Sohmer Park, on Notre Dame Street

E?.st, is a " garden " where musical and French variety

performances are given.
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Clubs.

St. James' Club, Dorchester Street West, established

in 1857, is the leading social club. It has 460 members

and a finely-appuinted club-house.

The Metropolitan Club, on Beaver Hall Hill, is a

flourishing resort of younger men.

The City Club is the down-town dining-placc of

many business men.

The St. Denis Club, St. Denis Street, is the leading

French Club.

The M.A.A.A. and Y.M.C.A. club-houses serve most

of the purposes of social clubs to their members.
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HISTORICAL AM) LKGKXDARV

AISORICIXAL XAM1-: OF Till-: ISLAND.

m: Savages name It, uTotc Pcrc X'imont in the

Jesuit Relation for 1642, Minitik 8ten EntagSgi-
ban— " Isle where there was a town."

1 I

THE l)i;.MOXS.

What a cleHghtful sample of mediieval fancy—that

these asphalted, crowded, too-civilized streets were once
the veritable haunts of imps and Lucifers ! On the

15th of August, 1642, the colonists solemnized "the
first Festival of this Holy Isle."

" The thunder of the cannon," wrote Pcre Vimont,
"echoed through the entire Island, and the Demons,
though accustomed to thunder, were terrified at a sound
which spoke of the love wc bear to the Great .Mistress

;

I doubt not also that the tutelary Angels of the Savages
and of these countries have marked this day in the

holidays of Paradise."
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THE ORIOIXATORS OF VILLE-MARIE.

The first and calmest orifj-inator of the idea of a town

here was Champlain. Of a different nature was the

visionary Jerome Le Royer de La Dauversiere, who
conceived tiie idea anew a generation hiter, owing,

doubtless, to the fascinating Relations sent home and

published throughout France by the Jesuit missionaries.

Pcre Olier, whom some (but not the early historian

Dc Belmont, himself of Olicr's own Order) claim to

have also separately originated the plan, met him at

Meudon at the office of the Keeper of the Seal. '' On
issuing from the audience with the minister, he met,

under the gallery, a man of miserable appearance, who
arrived from La Flcche, and waited his turn at the

audience. It was a poor collector of taxes, without

wealth, without influence, without cliarm of speech nor

of exterior, and whom Providence charged with one of

the strangest and most difficult missions for his station :

the establishment of a community of hospital nuns to

serve a hospital which was non-existent, in a town to be

founded, and in a country scarcely even discovered !

"

" He was accustomed to discipline himself every da}-,

and wore a belt and gloves full of very sharp spikes."

Abbe de Belmont relates that before this he had con-

sulted Pcre La Chaise, who approved the design, and

had won to himself the Baron de I'aucamp, a rich

devotee. Olier joined him at once, gave him 100 louis

d'or, and negociated for him a grant of the island from

its then proprietor, dc Lauzon, a man noted chiefly in

the history of Canada for his unblushing and stupendous

land-grabs.
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The Company of Notre Dame de Montreal, wliich

they formed, consisted of forty-five persons of qualit)-,

including " Madame la Princesse." All the court are

said to have contributed. In 1640 they sent over
twenty casks of provisions; in 1641, the little colony
n'ith their leader Maisonneuvc.

There is one thing to be explained away by the
friends of de la Dauversicre, and which serves to show
the weakness of his character. lie was the treasurer of
the associates

;
as such, he received, among other sums,

one of 12,000 livres of Madame de Bullion's moneys
intended for the hospital, which, though he was hope-
lessly insolvent, he took to pa>' a private debt of his

own, and could never rcpa)-.

TIIK LANDINCl-I'LACE OF JACiU/KS CARTIKR I\ I 535.

The exact locality is disputed. Mr. Gerald Hart, no
mean authority, contends that it was at the foot of the
Lachinc Rapids. It is gcp.erally, however, held to be
be at the foot of St. Mary's current, where a tablet is

being erected concerning it, at the end of De/.cry Street.

As a point in determining the spot, I suggest that it

is not likely the Indians would have crossed a stream
(the Little River) to get from their town to the St.

Lawrence, as they would have liad to do had the
" broad road " by which Cartier passed to it led from
the Rapids.

SECOND VISIT OF JAC(,)UES CARTIER, 1 540.

The object of this visit was to learn about the country
beyond the Rapids. Cartier left his fort near Quebec
on the 7th of September. On the nth he arrived at

'( ,1

LI

il

,1:

•
}

n



a
1 06 MOXTKKAL AFTKR 250 VKAUS.

f!' I i

\v^



MONTREAL AFTKR 250 VKARS. 107 M

the Town
)chclacra ?

mc of it.;

ry ; " and

rent. In

fc on the

we took

he boats,

ir return
;

it against

had got

and larijc

; was not

:iipon th.c

iturc and

u'e found

ig to the

:cr found

received

them we

may, four

', and led

veiling of

Rapid."

Return-

)ple, who
however,

nd while

is guard,

rilF. KOUN'DIXO OK TIIi: CITY.

The colonists left la Rochelle in two little vessels in

the spring of 164 1. On the first was dc Maisoinicuve

and 25 men ; Mile. Mance, Pcre Laplace and 12 men
on the other. The latter reached Quebec first. Furious

storms drove Alaisonneuve's vessel three times back.

At last, on the 24th of August, he arrived. The
Governor, dc Montmagny, and the old colonists desired

greatly to keep them at Quebec for the mutual protec-

tion, there being only some 200 French in all in the

country, and de Montmagny proposed to them the Isle

of Orleans near by. " What }'ou propose," replied dc

Maisonncuvc, " would bo well had I been sent to con-

sider and choose a post : but the company who send mc
having fixed that I shall go to Montreal, my honour is

concerned, and I shall go up to begin a colony, though

all the trees in that island should change into so many
Iroquois !

" Hence, de Montmagny, with Vimont,

Superior of the Jesuits, and some others, went up, and

on the 15th of October "fulfilled on the spot the cere-

monies prescribed for such things, and took possession

of the island in the name of the Company of Montreal."

On the 8th of May, 1642, a little fleet of two barks, a

pinnace and a gabare left their resting-places near Quebec,

and nine days later, on the i8th of May, the ultimate

landing at Montreal took place.

On the 19th of May the woodwork of the Fort was

raised. The cannon were placed upon it. Twelve men
had been brought, among whom were Minime, the

carpenter. The Iroquois, the first year, were quite

ignorant of the existence of the Fort. In 1643, ten

m
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Algonquins, liavin*^ killed an Irocjuois in their coiintn-,

were pursued by t lie river up to the Fort. The Irocjuois

then reconnoitred it. This was the precursor of those

fierce and incessant attacks which made Montreal the

Sief,^c Perilous of early America. The narratives of

these encounters had frequently some marvel added by

popular story, such as :

f>
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THE LEGEND OK

01

THE .NHKACULOUS HANDKERCHU-.F

PERE EE MAESTRE.

Pcrc Le Maistrc, a devout priest under Olier, came

out to the Seminary at Montreal. On the 29th of

August, 1 66 1, he accompanied the harvesters into the

fields of Fort St. Gabriel, a little fortified farm enclosure

now within the edge of the city, where he constituted

liimself the guard, reciting meanwhile his breviary. He
passed so near some Iroquois lying concealed in the

brushwood that they, believing themselves discovered,

sprang upon him with fierce war cries. Careless of

peril to himself, he called out to his men to run. The
savages, .seeing their prey escaping, took revenge upon

him, cut off his head, and carried it off in a handker-

chief But his features, say the accounts of the time,

remained imprinted thereon. " What is peculiar," they

write, " is that there was no blood on the handkerchief,

and that it was very white. It appeared on the upper

side like a very fine white wax, which bore the face of

the servant of God." They say even that it spoke to

them at times and reproached them for their cruelty,

and that, in order to free themselves of this oracle which
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terrified them, they sold the handkerchief to the Engh'sh.

Hoondoroen, the murderer, became converted, and died

at the mission of St. Suipice."

Tin-: UKAD OV JEAN .SAINT I'ERE.

''In the autumn of 1657 there was a truce with the

Iroquois, under cover of which three or four of them
came to the settlement. Nicolas Godc and Jean St.

Pere (notary royal) were on the roof of their house,

laying thatch, when one of the visitors aimed his arcjuc-

busc at St. I'erc and brought him to the ground. Now
ensued a prodigy, for the assassin.s, having cut off his

head and carried it home to their village, were amazctl

to hear it speak to them in good Iroquois, scold them
for their perfidy and threaten them with the vengeance
of Heaven

; and they continued to hear its voice of

admonition even after scalping it and throwing away
the skull."—J\ir/c;;iaNS Old Rc-riuic.

THE DEATH OF LA^^iERT CLOSSE.

Closse, the brave town major, found, with disappoint-

ment, that his various companions were one by one
falling from time to time in the Iroquois fighting.

" And yet," complained he, "
I came to Ville-Marie only

to die for God, in serving Him in the profession of arm ,.

Had I known I would not perish so, I should quit this

land and serve against the Turks, that I might not lose

this glory." God satisfied him on the 6tii of h\^bruary,

1663. Some colonists, working in his fields, being

attacked by a band of Iroquois, he ran at once to their

defence, according to his custom, and would have saved

' i
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them except for the cowardice of a Flemitig", who
deserted him. Closse fell in the encounter, and thus

achieved the crlorv he so often desired.

The place of the combat was somewhere near the

corner of Crait^ Street and St. Lambert Hill (wliich

receives its name from liis own). The Antiquarian

Society's tablet, erected on the the south corner of St.

Lambert Hill and St. James Street, near the site of his

house, reads :
" Near to this place Raphael Lambert

Closse, first Town Major of Villc-ALirie, fell bravely

dcfendini^ some colonists attacked by Iroquois, 6th

I'^ebruar}', 1662. In his lionour St. Lambert Hill

received its name." Tiie name was Ljiven ten years

afterwards, sliowin^i^ that iiis lieroism was not easily

forgotten.

AX0TII1:R IROijUOIS eicht.

Another of the many stirring deeds of those days is

related on a tablet on the corner of Campeau and

Lagauchetiere Streets: "Here Trudeau, Roulier and

Langevin-Lacroix resisted 50 Iroc^uois."

The incident took place in 1662. "The sixth of

Ma\'," writes Dollier de Casson, the blood of the soldier

stirring under his cassock, " a fine fight was made at

Ste. Marie. The Seminary had established the post of

that name at the lower end of the settlement, in the

same way as St. Gabriel above. It was opposite the

little rapid down the harbour, still known as St. Mary's

Current, and was placed among some fifty acres whicl'i

had been cleared and cultivated, in prehistoric days, b\'

the Indians. The three men were returning to the

habitation after their day's work in the fields, when one
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of tliem sudden!)' cried :
" To arms, the enemy arc upon

us!'' At the same moment a lar^^e party of Irocjuois,

wlio had been lurlvinr^ near b\- all da\', rose and fired.

ICach I'^-enchman seized his musl<ct and lied to a hole

near by, called "the Redoubt." This thc}^ held stoutly

till rescued by DcBclestrc, commandant at Ste. Marie,

and after a lorisk fiL'ht, the enem\' fina!!\' retired to the

woods.
DOLLAR!) DLS ORML-ALX.

But the g"rand leL5;end of \^i!le-Marie is tiie Story of

Dollard. A little old I'rench street, now used as a lane,

off St. James Street, bears his name to-da\', and tiie

tablet on it, near the latter street, runs :
" To Adam

Dollard des Ormeaux, who, with 16 colonists, 4 Algon-

quins and i Huron, sacrificed their lives at the Lonij^ Sault

of the Ottawa, 21st Ma\', 1G60, and saved the Colony."

The narrative iri the "Jesuit Kclatit)ns " is some \hat

as follows : h'ort}' of the sad remnant of the once cat

llurons—destroyed b)' the merciless warf the

Iroquois, " who on!)' breathe the air of war
'

v -:

chief of renown named .Vnahotaha, left Quebec u,

spring of 1660 on the war[)ath. At Three Kiver.s, six

Algonquins joined them, under the chief MitiSemeg.

i\t Montreal the}- found that seventeen French had

already united with the same design, generously

sacrificing themselves for the public good and the

defence of religion. The\' had chosen for their chief

the Sieur Dollard, who, tliough on!\- late!)- arrived from

h'rance, was found the right man fortius kind of war,

and eager to take part in it. lie is said to have been

an army officer in France, and to have committed an
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offence, which he was anxious to wasli away by some

lieroic sacrifice. Thev all shrived themselves solemnlv

in the Parish Church, and set out to'i-ether witli courasje.

They marched b;/ nii^ht, and drai^s^ed their canoes

through the ic\' waters and remnants of snow till they

came to the foot cf "the Lon<^ Leap" of the Ottawa

River, and posted themselves to await the coming; of

the Iroquois hunters, who, accordini^ to their custom,

would pass alouL,^ in sinL;le file returniuL^ from their

winter hunt. Tluy were no sooner posted than per-

ceived by the Irocjuois. A skirmish took place with

five of the enem\', and soon afterwards about 200

Onondai^^as a[)],)eAred in war-dress descendiuL;' the rapid

in their canoes. The French party, surprised and

seeini^ themselves so feeble in numbers, rushed and took

possession of a wretched ruin, of a fort erected there by

some Ali4'onc}ui is in the autumn. There they entrenched

themselves as best they could. The Onondagas crept

up and finally attacked with fury. They were repulsed

with loss. Despairini;" of success by force, they had

resort to their Indian methods, requesting a parley,

but at the same time secretly sending off for the

Mohawks. And while on one side of the fort appar-

ently i)eaceaole, they suddenly attacked it on the other
;

but the Fre ich were on their guard. They were for a

short time disheartened ; but soon after, the Mohawks,

estimated at 500, came up with whoops so horrible and

loud, that idl the region around seemed full of Iroquois.

Firing kept up da\' and night, attacks were shar[) and

frequent, r.nd the French employed the intervals kneel-

ing in corstant prayer. So passed ten days.
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Thirst now became pressin;^, for the ri\-cr was 200

paces awa\', and this want caused ihc Indian allies to

send and treat for peace with the enemy. On assur-

ances of life, thirty leaped the palisades and deserted,

thus fatallv weakeniii''- the besic'^ed. Messeni'-ers were

then sent forward to propose surrendier to tlie latter ;

but the French for answer hred u[)on them. Th.is so

enraged the Irocpiois, that they all rose up, ferociously

rushed at the palisade with heads down, and began to

sap it with tiieir axes in the face of the heavy fire.

The I'^'cnch called u[) all their courage and induslrv- in

this extremit)-. Among other efforts the\ took up a

keg of [)Owder, lit a fuse to it, and threw it out aniong

the assailants. It unfortunatcK- struck a branch, si)raiu''

back into the fort, and ex[)'oded, burning most of the

defenders and blinding them with its fume-. The

Iroquois were so elated, that they sprang furious!)- over

the palisade on all sides, hatchet in hand, and filled it

with bIoo(,l and carnage, kdlling all but fi\'e of the

I'rench and four Ilurons, among the .slain being the

brave Anahotaha, who, d\'ing, begged his comrades to

thrust his head in the fire, so that no IrcMjuois should

have the gior\' of taking his scal[). At this moment
a Frenchman arose. Seeing that all uas lost, and that

several of his comjKinions, while fata!!\- woiUKled, still

survived, he fmished them with great strokes of an axe,

to deliver them from the Iro(|Uois fires. The foe took

their revenge b\- terrible tortuies of the living, and b\'

eating their flesh. Ikit the design, before tbrmed in

their councils, of overrunning and finall\' exterminating

the I'rench settlement was thenceforward abandoned.
1
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If seventeen I'^rench, with but five allies, could fight so

well, what miL;ht the rest do if pushed to an extremity?

The whole colony was thus saved from peril and de-

struction by the deed of the lieroes of the ^^ong Sault.

What Uiougli beside the foaming Hood untoiiibed liieir ashes lie,

All earth l)ec()ines the inomiinent of men who nobly die.

" The spirit of tlie enterprise," says Parkman, " was

purely medi;L'val. The enthusiasm of honour, the

enthusiasm of adventure and the enthusiasm of faith

were its motive forces. Daulac (Dollard) was a kniijht

of the early Crusades among the forests and savages of

the New World. Yet the incidents of this exotic

heroism are definite and clear as a tale of yesterday.

The names, ages and occu[)ations of the seventeen

young men may still be read on the ancient register of

the Parish of Montreal."

THE CREAT EARTII<,)UAKE.

The signs and wonders attributed to the Great Earth-

quake of 1662, which endured for some six months, and

was considered a miraculous time of visitation for the

sins of the colony, were such as these :

" P^or forty da}'s," says a narrator, " we saw from all

points of this town men on horseback who rushed

h the air richly robed and armed with lances.

troops of cavalry ; steeds ranged in squadrons

dashed forth against each other ; combatants,

oined battle hand to hand ; shields shaken ; a

multitude armed in lielmcts and naked swords
; wliere-

fore they prayed God to turn these prodigies to their

advanta<:e."

ki
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Anoth( ^late.' Earth and heavLnother relates :
" i^.ar

many times this year Last autumn we saw
(in the sky) serpents which entwined themselves into

one another and flew through the air bearing wings of
fire."

NAMIXd OK THE STREETS.

It was the able and genial Uollier dc Casson, the
first historian of Montreal, who, as Superior of the

Seminary, laid out the streets in 1672. Notre Dame
Street, drawn through the centre, he named after the
patron saint of the community ; St. Paul Street, in

honour of Paul de Chomedy de Maisonneuve
; St. James

Street (Rue St. Jacques), of Jacques Olier
; St. Peter, of

the Baron de P'ancamp
; St. P'rangois, of himself ; St.

Lambert, of brave Lambert Closse
; St. Gabriel, of Abbe

Gabriel de Queylus and Abbe Gabriel Souart
; and St.

Jean Baptiste, of the great P>ench lAIinister Colbert,

whose extensive reforms extended to Canada.

THE BURNING OF THE FOUR H<OQUOIS, 1 696.

An eye-witness of the burning of the four Iroquois
on what is now Jacques Cartier Square thus describes
it

:

" When I came to Montreal for the first time, it was
by the St. P^rancis Gate. I there saw a man of my
province, who came up to embrace me, which he did
and after some compliments, informed me that he was
of our company. As we were speaking together, he
perceived that I was much distracted because of a large

crowd that I saw on the Place des Jcsuites. Thereupon
my new comrade exclaimed :

* Upon my word ! you've
just come in time to see four Iroquois burnt alive.

i I
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Come on as far as tlic Jcsuitcs ; we'll see better.' It was

immediately in front of their door tliat this bloody

trac^edy was to take place. I thought at first they

would throw the poor wretches into a fire
; but on

looking around on all sides, I saw no faggots for the

sacrifice of the victims, and I (juestioned my new friend

about several small fires which I saw at certain distances

apart from each other. He answered me: 'Patience;

we arc going to have some good laughing.' Vov some,

however, it was no laughing matter. They led out

these four wild men, who were brothers, and the finest

looking men I have ever seen in mv life. Then the

Jesuits ba[)tised them and made them some scanty

exhortations ; for, to speak frecl}-, to do more would

have been ' to wash the head of a corpse.' The
holy ceremon\' finished, they were taken hold of and

submitted to punishments of which, they were the

inventors. They bound them naked to stakes stuck

three or four feet in the ground, and then each of our

Indian allies, as well as several Frenchmen, armed

themselves with bits of red-hot iron, wherewith they

broiled all parts of their bodies. Those small fires

which I had seen served as forges to heat the abominable

instruments with which they roasted them. Their torture

lasted six hours, during which they never ceased to

chant of their deeds of war, while drinking brandy, which

passed down their throats as quickly as if it had been

thrown into a hole in the ground. Thus died these un-

fortunates with an inexpressible constancy and courage.

I was told that what I saw was but a feeble sample of

what they make us suffer when they take us prisoners."

,»»(.
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i)\VKLLix(;-rLAi.i:.s of celeisritifs, etc.

La Salic.

On a building at tlie corner of St. Peter and St. Paul

Streets is seen the inscription :
" Here lived Robert

Cavclier, Sieur de La Salle, 1668."

La Salle, one of the most attractive and chivalrous

characters of those days, was born in 1643, <^^^ ^ ''ich

and ancient merchant family of Rouen ; was with the

Jesuits in his youth ; in 1666, came out to Montreal,

where he had a brother, Abbe Jean Cavelier, a priest of

St. Sulpice. Ville-Marie, the Castle Dangerous of the

time, no doubt attracted his ach'cnturous nature. The
Seminary soon offered to him the grant of a seigniory

of wild lands at Lachine, where he began to found a

settlement, laying out a palisaded village. Hearing,

however, of the Mississippi, his imagination took fire,

and he threw himself into the project of following it to

its mouth, which, he contended, must lead into the Gulf

of ^Mexico. P^rontenac encouraged him, the Seminary

bought out his improvements. Pie built P^ort P'rontenac

on the site of Kingston. Pie went to P^rance, where the

court favoured his projects. In 1679, he embarked on

Lake P2rie. He reached the Mississippi in 1682, followed

its course to the Gulf of Mexico, returned to P^rancc,

and sailed thence direct to Louisiana, where he perished

by assassination in the wilds by two mutineers among

his men in 1687. Parkman's " La Salle and the Dis-

covery of the Great West " relates at length the brilliant

story of his discoveries.

The house upon the site of which the tablet is placed
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has long since disappeared. It was leased by him on

the 15th of November, i66(S, from Sieur Rabutel de St.

Andre, a comparatively wealthy proprietor of houses.

JJn LuUl

On tlie Place d'Armcs, at the street corner nearest the

Parish Church, is a tablet reading :
" In 1675, here

lived Daniel de Gresolon, Sieur Dulhut, one of the

cxploi'ers of the Upper Mississippi ; after whom the

City of Duluth was named."

Dulhut, or Du Luth, was a masterly man. In

France he was in the army as a gentleman soldier

—

Gendarme of the King's Guard. In 1677, he left the

army, and coming to Canada, went among the Sioux of

the West as a rover, remaining about three years, solely

exploring.

He was then appointed commander of posts in the

West, including Detroit, until recalled to Montreal in

1688. Some sav he then built the first fortifications of

Montreal—of p.'lisades. Next year, during the panic

which followed the Iroquois invasion of Montreal, he,

with 28 Canadians, attacked 22 Iroquois in canoes,

on the Lake of Two Mountains, received their fire

without returning it, bore down upon them, killed 18 of

them and captured 3. He died about 17 10.

\\\

I

La Mothe Cadi/lac.

Tablet on Notre Dame Street, just east of St. Lambert

Hill :
" In 1694, here stood the house of La Mothe

Cadillac, the founder of Detroit."
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Cadillac was an able man, but bc.M'e a bad reputation.

He commanded at Detroit, and is j^cnerally called its

founder ; but a fort was built near the present city

before his time. His wife sui)crintended his warehouse

here, and sold his merchandise as it came from the

West.
UAilkbout dc Couloiigc.

The tablet sufficientK- explains this name :
" Clievalicr

Louis d'Ailleboust dc Coulonge, one of the chief

defenders of Villc-Marie, of which he was Governor,

1 645- 1 647. Fourth Governor of New h'rance, 1648-

165 I. Died 31 IMay, 1660." (Place of erection not yet

decided, but to be somewhere near the Custom House.)

His arrival with a small force of soldiers, and his

personal courage, were a great assistance to ]\Iaisonneuvc.

Charles LcMoync—Ibct'i nllc—Bicii i
'ilk.

For J. G. Mackenzie «& Co.'s store, St. Paul .Street,

just east of Custom House Square, are proposed three

tablets. The first is :
" Here was the residence of Charles

LeMoyne, one of the companions of Maisonneuve.

Among his children, Charles, first Baron of Longueuil
;

Jacques, Sieur dc Stc. Hclcnc ; Pierre, Sicur d' Iberville
;

Paul, Sicur de Maricour ; P^-ancois, Sieur de Bienville I.
;

Joseph, Sieur de Serigny ; P'rancois Marie, Sicur de

Sauvalle
;
Jean Baptistc, Sieur de Bienville II. ; Gabriel,

Sieur d'Assigny ; .Antoine, Sieur de Chatcauguay : ren-

dered the colony iTustrious."

Charles LeMoyne, subject of this rather long inscrip-

tion, right-hand man of de Maisonneuve, and father of

sons celebrated in the annals of New P^rance, was the

;f

i
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son of an innkeeper of Dieppe, but withal a most fearless

and intelligent man. lie came from l^'rance a youtii

only fifteen, was sent amon;^ the Indians forthwith to be

an interpreter, and cauc^ht the spirit of warlike forest

life. He several times saved \'ille-Maric from Indian

attacks, at one time just saving the Motel Dieu. At

another he walked coolly down to a war-party of

Irociuois and marched them up to the fort at the

l)oint of liis pistols. Point St. Charles is named from

him, his farm having extended thither along the shore.

About fourteen \-ears after Ville-]\Iaric was founded, he

was given the seigniory of Longucuil opposite, which he

})roceeded to settle, fortif\' and develop in an able

manner. Through this source, with the fur trade and

the furnishing of public supplies, he amassed compara-

tive wealth. Mis cousin and partner, Lcl^er, became

the richest merchant of the country.

LeAIoync's eldest son became 15aron of Longucuil,

having built there, in 1699, a fine feudal castle, which

existed till the end of last century.

The tablets to I)' Iberville and Bienville need no

commen t. Thev are as foilows II ere was born, m
1C61, Pierre LeMoyne, Sieur d'Iberville, Chevalier de St.

Louis. Me concjuered Hudson's Ba}' for France, 1697 ;

discovered the mouths of the Mississippi, 1699. P'irst

Governor of Louisiana, 1700. Died at Havana, 1706."

"Jean l^aptistc LeMoyne, Sieur de Bienville; born in

1680. In company with his brother, d'Iberville, he

discovered the mouths of the Mississippi, 2 March,

1699 ; founded New Orleans in 1717 ; and was Governor

of Louisiana for forty years. Died at Paris, 1768."

1
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On the corner of Notre Dame and St. Sulpicc Streets :

"Here M. dc LaPralrie opened tlic first i)rivatc scliool

in Montreal, 1683." This is the same property wliich

Du Lutli at one time leased and occupied.

TJic Dc Cat(iloo;)ic House.

In a neii^hbourhood of old liouses, on St. Vincent
Street, adjoininc,^ Rickett's Saloon, is a long dwelling of

two stories and attic, well-preserved and strong. Tin's

was the home built for himself by the iMigineer of the

first Lachine Canal, and the one first concerned in the

plans of the earliest stone fortification walls.

On the 30th of October, i;oo, Dollier de Casson, for

the Seminary, passed an agreement with de (^atalogne,

therein described as "officer in the Marines and Royal
Surve)-or," whereby the latter was to excavate a canal

from the Grand or St. Lawrence River to the River St.

Pierre. The cut was to be twelve French feet wide and
nine deep, the length some 8go yards, the price 3,000

livres Tfrancs), and the time of completion June, 1701.

It was the first canal contract in Canada. The canal

was begun, but never completed, the amount of rock to

be excavated constituting the final difficulty. As far as

de Catalogue is concerned, he claimed the death of de
Casson, which happened in October, 1701, to have been

the cause, and that his death cost the form.er 3,000 c^cus.

The tablet inscription reads: " 1693. House of Gedeon
dc Catalogue, engineer, officer and chronicler. Projector

of the earliest Lachine Canal."

I
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The liousc stands a kind of monument of the skill

of its owner and builder. The notes of contcmi)orary

fighting and events written by him are elear-headed,

frank and just. He .served on several expeditions, and

was in some severe fighting, notably the l^attle of

Laprairie. The cut made for his canal at Lachinc can

yet be seen near the head of the present canal.

7"/'6' Touib of Kondianvik (The Rat.)

On the 3rd of August, 1701, this wily, able Huron

chief, a noted figure in the early savage days, was buried

in the Old Parish Church. It consequ'':ntly seems to

follow that his remains still lie under Nntre Dame
Street, in front of the Parish Church. He was a friend

of the French, but prc\ cnted them, by a singular net\^'ork

of ach'oit perfid}', from making peace with his enemies,

the Iroquois, Murdering some of the latter just when a

peace treaty was being proposed, he led their tribes to

believe it the work i-^^ the French, at the same time

similarly misreporting the Iroquois to the colonists.

He died just following a harangue to the allied tribes

assembled at Montreal. On his tomb were inscribed

the words :
" Here lies Lc kat, the Huron Chief,"

Vaudrciiil—jMontcabii—Levis.

On Jacc|ues Cartier Square, where St. Paul Street

crosses it, stood the great mansion and gardms of the

Marquis de Vaudreuil, last P^-ench Governor of Canada,

as the tablet mentioned in describing the square records.

It was erected on the site of the large house built and

occupied by Du Luth in his latter days. The Marquis,
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son of the first Governor-General of the same name and

title, was born a Canadian, a fact which led Montcalm

and Levis, the successive commanders-in-chief of the

French army, to underrate him ; but lie, as a man of local

knowledge and calm judgment, was their superior. The
place has memories of them also, since, as his official

guests, they resided here for considerable periods. The
death (A Montcalm at the loss of Quebec gives an

undying tragic interest to any spot connected with him.

Fancy pictures upon this square the chateau and great

garden of those da\'s, the silken Louis XIV. costumes

of the beaux and dames, the powdered wigs, the

high Pompadour head-dresses, the hurrying lackeys, the

French guard of honour in their spotless blue and white

uniform, and, centre of all observation, the melancholy

and stately but courteous young hero, Louis Joseph,

IVIarquis de Montcalm-Gozon, the hope of all hearts

except his own.

On St. Helen's Island, a tablet is placed which

concerns Levis more particularly. It relates his with-

drawal to that position and his burning his flags by

night. A tradition states that he signed the capitulation

of the city against a tree near the head of the Island.

La VcTandryc.

Pierre Gauthicr de Varennes, Sieur de la Verandryc,

whose father was the struggling seigneur of a forest

seigniory just below Longueuil, was the discoverer of

the Rocky Mouniains (1742), and was the first trader to

explore the North-Wcst proper. First he entered the

French Army in the campaigns in Planders, where he
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La Fripoiiuc.

This old stone building, yet standing, on the corner

of Friponne Street, near Dalhousic Square, was the

French Government warehouse, in which many of the

frauds of Intendant Bigot and his comrades, upon both

the government and the people, were carried on. The
principal warehouse was at Quebec, and also was known
by the name of the Friponne, which means the Swindle.

Prcs-dc-Villc.

This house, a wing of the present Christian Brothers'

School, Cote Street, cannot be well seen without enter-

ing the grounds. It has been greatly altered and raised,

and part of it at one time bur-it ; but a bastioned wing

still stands out on a cjuaint boulder foundation in a

man.ner which makes it one of the most interesting-

looking of our buildings. It was the house of LeMo)'ne

de Maricour, one of the famil)- of brothers celebrated in

the early military enterprises of the colony, and including

Bienville, Iberville and the first Baron of Longueuil.

TJic Dc Bcanjcu House.

This is on St. Antoine Street, corner of .St. Mariraret.

and is to bear the following inscription in French :

"Here lived the family of Daniel liyacinthc IMarie

Lienard de Beaujcu, the Hero of the Monongahela
; at

which battle Washington was an officer in tiie army
defeated."

The Battle of the Monongahela River in Ohio was

the occasion of the slaughter of a fine armv of three

thousand men through the incredible vanity of General
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Braddock, an officer who had earned a Europcati

reputation for courage, but who, de.s[)ising the advice of

tiie provincial officers, insisted on his men fighting in the

forest with the same cokimns and tactics as on the open

field. The result was lamentable, and to the great

surprise of the French commander, he was enabled to

rout the large and finely equipped force. They were

saved by the provincials, who took to their forest

methods, and at length, under Washington, patched up

a truce, and thus rescued the remnants of the English

regiments of the expedition. De Beaujeu died of his

wounds shortly after.

TJic British Conquest, i~6n.—Amherst, Murray,

IlavHand.

This imposing event, .vhon the vast Empire of I'rance

in America passed away, identified with Montreal a

numl^er of distinguished men. A world-wide lustre

rested upon the brilliant circle of "the Heroes of

Quebec," many of whom remained for longer or shorter

periods. Such were Generals Murray, Gage, Ikuton,

Carlcton and " Lord Amherst of Montreal."

After the battle of the Plains of Abraham, where

Wolfe and Montcalm fell and Quebec was lost, it

became evident that the province could not hold out

much longer. General Levis retired with the French

arniy up the river towards Montreal, returning once

onl)' to make an attempt on Quebec. The ]?ritish the

next summer completed arrangements for marching

upon him from three directions—one, down the St.

Lawrence from Oswego, under Sir Jeffery Amherst, with



MOXTREAI. AFTKK 250 YEARS. 13:

".uropcaii

advice of

n^ in the

the open

he threat

abled to

ley were

ir forest

:ched up

Kngh'sh

:d of his

yraj\

f France

ntreal a

e lustre

:roes of

' shorter

Ikn-ton,

1, where

lost, it

old out

P^ench

g" once

:ish the

arching-

the St.

St, with

10,000 men
; a second under Colonel Ilaviland, with

3,400, by way of Lake Champlain ; and the third under

General Murra\', with 3,780, up the river from Quebec.

The three armies were to converge towa/ds Montreal.

So efficiently was all planned and carried out, that they

arrived from their respective directions within a very

few hours of each other. Amherst came first, passing

all the rapitls safcK', and reaching Lachine on the 6th

of September, wl'iencc he pushed on quickl\-, and that

night "occupied the height;-3 " b}' taking possession of

Cote dcs Neiges Hill, looking towards the city. The
position of his camp-ground is remembered traditionall\-,

and is marked by an inscrii)tion on the front walls of

the College de Montreal Grounds, Sherbrooke Street

West, in these words :
" This tablet is erected to com-

memorate the encampment, near this spot, of the l^ritish

Army under Major-General Sir Jeffery Amherst, and

the closing e^•ent in the cotiquest of Cape Breton and

Canada by the surrender of Montreal, and with it La
Xouvelle T^rance, 8 September, 1760."

On the hill above may be seen from the high road the

ruins of a stone cottage, situated in a market-garden.

According to tradition, Amherst had made this his

headquarters, and one of the tablets marks it thus

:

"Tradition asserts that the Cai)itulation of Montreal

and Canada was signed here, 1760."

Next morning, Ahirra\' landed below the city, and

marching up, encamped in line with Amherst, further

east on the Sherbrooke Street terrace, about where, at

the corner of Park Avenue, a tablet is placed, reading ;

" Major-General James Murray, l^rigade Commander

" !

!!i

f

.^H
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under Wolfe at Quebec, 1759, and afterwards first

British Governor of Canada, encamped on this phiteau

with the second division of .Amherst's arm\'. upon the

surrender of Montreal arid all Canada, 8 September,

1760."

Haviland meanwhile appeared simultaneously across

the river at Lon^ueuil.

The defences of the town were that useless mound
called the Citadel, and the S(jmewhat imposins^-lookinL^-,

but thin and weak, stone walls, useful in their time

against Indians, 'uit not for an hour aijaiiist cannon.

The Canadians were discourai^cd ;
the army reduced by

desertion to about 4,000 dispirited rep;;ulars. There was,

therefore, no alternative but to surrender, and Governor

Vaudreuil drew up, in fift}'-five articles of capitulation,

the best terms he could. Nearly all were accepted by

Amherst, but he emphaticall}' refused the troops their

arms and the honours of war. " The whole c^arrison,"

he declared, " must lay down their arms." The French

found tl'iis hard, and remonstrated. Amherst answered

that it was to mark his abhorrence of the barbarities

permitted by them to their savage allies durinc; the

preceding events of the war—alluding, clearly, to the

massacre of prisoners at Fort William Henry under the

very eyes of Levis some }'ears before. The morning of

the 8th of September, \'audreuil signed the capitulation.

It was then that Levis secretly burnt his flags on St.

Helen's Island to avoid surrendering them, lie, how-

ever, gave his word of honour to Amherst that they had

been previously lost. The character of Vaudreuil con-

trasts favourably with that of Levis in the whole of these
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transactions. A tradition assert.-^ tiiat the ke\-s of the

cit}' were i^iven uver b)- a woman.

On the eveniuL^- of the Sth, a Ih'itish force, commanded
by Cc' 'liji Ilaldimand, afterwards Governor, entered.

the I cccjllet Gate b>' arriin-ement, and t(juk possessi<jn

oi the Rccollet (Juarter, which was then hir"-el\- open
space, chietly covered by the i^ardens of the monaster)-.

The French withdrew to their camp b\- the citadel at tlie

other end of the town. On the (jth, the Journal of LOvis

records: " They (the British; sent a detachment upon
the Place d'Armes with artiHer\-, whither our battalion.s

marched to la\' down their ru-ms, one after the other,

and return to the cam[) the\- occui)ied on the rampart.

AI. le Chevalier de Levis then re\-ie\ved them. Tlie

enemy took possession of the [)osts and aH the watches
of the city."

A few days later, what was left of th.e troops of

France embarked, with their chiefs, on the way home.

Amoni; the other interestiuL,^ men whom the invasion

brought to :\Iontreal, was the one to whom the tablet o
the Dalhousie Square Fire Station, ne.xt th.e old military-

headquarters, is erected, with the words :

" To Brigadier-

General Thomas Gage, second in command under
Amherst; first British Governor of Montreal, 1760; after-

wards last British Governor of Massachusetts. 1775."

He it was vdio kept New York City a Britisli strong-
hold all through the Revolution.
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Sir ]l'iilia!>i fo/nisoii.

A tablet rclatiti^i^ to aiiotlicr wcll-ki'.own man in

colonial histor}- stands upon the Bonsccours "Market,

where was the residence of his son. It reads :

" Sir

William Johnson, of Johnson Hall on the Mohawk
River, the celebrated Superintendent of Indian Affairs,

and first American l^aronet, commanded the Indian

allies with Amherst's arm)- in 1760. To them was

issued, in commemoration, the Hrst Ih'itish Montreal

medal. Here stood the liousc of his son, Sir John

Johnson, Indian Commissioner."

i"!

'i

I if

i

I

Jtinioii.

The house where this Hero of Quebec lon^ resided

stood on St. Paul Street, opposite the l-)onsecours ?^Iar-

ket. His dauj^hlcr married General Christie (the second

Commander-in-chief oi the h'orccs in Canada of that

name), wlio added the name of ]Un-ton to his own. A
fine portrait of Burton is in the Art Caller}-. The
inscription for the site of his residence is :

" Site of the

house of General Ral[)h l>urt(on, second Governor of

Montreal, 1763. He executed, on the Plains of Abra-

ham, at Wolfe's d}-inf.; command, the military oi)eration

which finalK- decided the da\-."

The reference is to Wolfe's last words • " ' Who run ?
'

Wolfe demanded, like a man roused from sleep. 'The

enemy, sir. h'.^ad thev '^"ive wav ever\-where !

' ' Go
one of you to Colonel Burton,' returned the d}-inf^ man

;

' tell him to march Webb's re!:;iment down to Charles

l\.iver, to cut off their retreat from the Bridge.' Then

'-
r

.\i
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Then

turnini; on his side, he murmured :
' Now, God be

praised, I will die in peace !
' " *

It might also have been added that Burton was dis-

tinguished for courage in the disastrous blunder of the

Monongahela.
T/ic North- Westers.

The Xorth-West Fur Company's stores, around wliich

so much history in adventure, discovery and commerce
centres, are on St. Gabriel Street, opposite the Fire

Station, near Xotrc Dame Street. Hither came Sir

Alexander Mackenzie and Simon Fraser (the dis-

coverer), Alexander Henry, John Jacob Astor, Wash-
ington Irving, McTavish, Franchere, the Highland laird,

the ICnglish general, the Indian brave.

The tall, peaked warehouse, neatly built of stone and
protected by iron shutters, whicli faces one iookinii

through the gateway, carries the date " 1793." sur-

rounded by four stars. The company was an association

composed of the principal Scottish and French-Canadian
merchants, who had replaced the French traders to the

West. As, by their activity, system and enterprise,

they greatly improved their business and extended its

territory, they both became wealthy local men of their

time, and also the rivals of the older Hudson's Bay
Company. The newer association was organized in

1783. "The sleepy old Hudson's Bay Company," says

one writer, "were astounded at the magnificence of the

new-comers, and old traders yet talk of the lordly Xor'-

Wester. It was in those days that Washin^jton Irvino-

* Parkman's " Montcalm and Wolfe."
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was their guest wlieii he made his memorial journey to

Montreal. The accents who presided at headtjuarters

were veterans that had i,frown L;rey in the wilds, and

were full of all the traditions of the fur trade ; and

around them circled the laurels f^ained ;n the North."

"To behold the Xorth-Wcst Com[)any in all its state

and L^randcur," writes Irvini^ himself in .-Is/onn, "it was

necessary to witness the annual L,^athering at Fort

William, near what is now called the Grand Portai^c, on

Lake Superior. On these occasions miL;"ht be seen the

chan<j;c since the u;iceremonious times of the old French

traders, with their roysterini^^ coiirciirs dc bois. Now the

aristocratic character of the Briton, or rather tlie feudal

s[)irit of the I lii^hlander, shone out mag; ontl>-; every

partner who had charge of an interior post, and had a

score of retainers at his command, felt like the chieftain

of a lligh'and clan. To him, a visit to the grand con-

ference at Fort William was a most important event,

and he repaired thither as to a nieeting of Parliament.

The partners from Montreal were, however, the lori.ls of

the ascendant. ^\\Q.y ascended the rivers in great state,

ike sovereiLjns \\ya^<\ progress. They were wrapped

in rich furs, their huge canoes freighted with every

convenience and luxury. Fort William, the scene of

this important meeting, was a considerable village on

the banks of Lake Superior. Here, in an immense

wooden building, was the great council-chamber, and

also the banqueting-hall, decorated with Indian arms

and accoutrements and the trophies of the fur trade.

The great and weighty councils were alternated with

huce feasts and revels."
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AlcxiDidcr llciiry.

On a houso near the foot of St. L'rbaiii Sti\ ot, on the

west side, arc tlic words :

" J lore lived, l7')0--l824,

Alexander I l<:nr)-, ihc Traveller, Autlior and Vwx-

Trader.'

Henry was tlic pioneer of the luiLilisli fur-trade in tlic

West. ' le had a thrillin;^^ escape from massacre during

the well-known capture of Ju^rt ?Jicliilliinackinac, by
the l''renrh Indian I'ontiac, effeclud by means of a L;ame

of lacrosse, in 17^3. Parkman gives an account of his

escai)e in
"
'I'hc Consjjiracy of I'ontiac," but Henry's

own book, "Travels and Adventures in Canada and the

Indian Territories," dated from Montreal, and i)ublished

in 1809, is a well-u'rittcn narrative (>f all his adventures.

His discoveries extended far to the Xortli, and enabled

him to obtain from northern Indi.ins some information

of the streams wliich flow itito the Arctic Ocean.

Mackc)ir:ic.

On the premises of \Vm. Smith, M^.q., near the licad of

Simpson Street, i- a tablet of great interest: "Site of

the residence of Sir .\lexander Mackenzie, discoverer of

the Mackenzie River, 1793, and the first European to

cross the Rocky Mountains."

For five years, from about 1779, he was in the

counting-house of Mr. Gregory, a Montreal merchant,

but then went to the North-West Company's Fort

Chippcwyan on Lake Arthabasca. whence he started on
the two momentous expeditions referred to in the tablet.

In the first, he travelled a thousand miles northward
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alotif;^ the c^rcat river of liis name, until he nearcd the

Arctic Ocean, In the second, lie reached the Pacific.

Frascr.

The tablet to the l^ritish Columbia explorer reads :

" To Simon l^'raser, A,L;ent of the Xorth-W'est Company,
discoverer of the Fraser River, 180S."

This enert^etic Xor'-Wester is spoken of as a man of

stern and repellant manner. lie died at St. Andrews',

Glcnrrarry, Ontario.

llra)it— 'fccmnsc/i.

These chiefs were both here-—the first, at a threat

Indian council held by the Johnsons at Montreal, m the

summer of 1775 ;
the latter, during the war of 18 12. \

tablet recording his visit is being drawn for erection.

MONTREAL IN 1 666.

" Approacliing the shore where the city o^ Montreal

now stands, one would have seen a row of small, com-

pact dwellings, extending along a narrow street parallel

to the river, and then, as now, called St. Paul Street.

On a hill at the right stood the windmill of the sei<7neurs,

built of stone and pierced Vv'ith loopholes to serve, in

time of need, as a place of defence. On the left, in an

angle formed by the junction of a rivulet with the St.

Lawrence, was a bastioned fort of stone. Here lived

the military governor, appointed by the Seminary, and

commanding a few soldiers of the regiment of Carignan.

In front, on the line of the street, were the enclosures ot

the Seminary, and nearly adjoining them, those of the

\f'".^'%
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Hotel Dieu ov Hospital, b(jt'i [)rovi\lctl for defence in

case of an Indian attack. In tiio Hos[)ital enclosure

was a small church, o[)enin<^ on the street, and, in the

absence of any other, servitiL,^ for the whole settlement."

So writes I'arkman. The account, thoUL,di incorrect

in a couple of trillin;.!^ particulars, is accurate as a

L^^cneral i^icture.

Tin: ciTV IN' 1770.

The following is from \\')'nne's " General History of

the J>rit;sh lMn[)irc in America," 1770—a title which of

itself is fooc for thought :

" Montreal, situatcil on the island of that name, the

second place in Canada for extent, buildings and

strength, besides possessing the advantages of a less

rigorous climate, for delightfulness of situation is infi-

nitely preferable to Quebec. It stands on the side of a

hill sloping down to the river, with the south country

and many gentlemen's scats thereon, together with the

island of St. Helen, all in front, which form a charming

landscape, tlie River St. Lawrence here being about two

miles across. Though the city is not very broad from

north to south, it covers a great length of ground from

east to west, and is nearly as large and populous as

Quebec.
" The streets are regular, forming an oblong square,

the houses well built, and in particular the public

buildings, which far exceed those of the capital in beauty

and commodiousii.ess, the residence of the Knights

Hospitallers (?) being extremely magnificent. There

are several gardens within the walls, in which, however,

the proprietors have consulted use more than elegance,

r
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particular]}- those of tho Sisters of the Concjrcgation, the

Xiinnery Hospital, the Rccollcts, Jesuits, Seminar}- and

Governor, l^esides these, there are many- other gardens

ar.d beautiful plantations withu^ut the ij^ates, as the

L^arden of the General Hospital, and the improvements

of Mr. I.iniere, which excec;! all the re^t, and are at an

ai^reeable distance on tlie north side of the town. The
three churches and reli';^n'ous houses are plain, atul con-

tain no paintin;^-s nor anythini^f remarkal)!e or curious,

l)Ut carr}' the ap[v:arance (^( the utmost neatness aiui

sini[)Iicii}-.

" The cit} has six or seven ;^"atc^\ lari^^e and small, but

its fortihcations ai'e mean .ind inconsiderable, beini^r

encompassed b}' a sliL;ht wall of mason.r}-, fully calculated

to awe the numerous tril)cs of Indians, wIkt resorted

here at all times from the most distant [)arts for the sake

of t.afhc, particularl}-' at the fair h.cld here cwyy }-ear,

whi' h continued from the l)ci;"inninL,^ of June till the

latter end of AuLjust, when man\' solemm'ties were

observed ; and the Governor assisted and i^anrds \vcre

place(_l to [M'escr\'e good order in such a concourse oi' so

i/reat a VcU'iet\-of savage nation>. There are no batteries

on the walls exce[)t for Hank-fire-, and most of tl'iese are

binded with [)lanl-:s and loop-holes, made at the embra-

•-ures for musketr}-. Some writers have re[->rescnted

these walls to Ijc finn- feet in thick-ess, but the}- are

mistaken. The}- are built of stone, the parapet of th-..^

curtains does not ex'ceed twc^tit}- inches, ;md the mertins

<it the llank-hre- are somc^w iiat thicker, though not near

tlirec feet. A dr}- ditch surrounds this wall about se\-en

feet deep, encom[)assed with a jgular glacis.

^1

"'I
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" On the inside of the town is a cavalier on an arti-

ficial eminence, with a parapet of \o^j;s or squared

timbers, and six or ei;^ht old i^uns, called the citadel.

Such were the fortifications of Montreal, the second

place of consequence in Canada, until the enemy raised

the siei^e of Quebec ; and then, in expectation that the

English forces would follow them, a battery was erected,

with two faces for nine guns, but had only four twelve-

pounders mounted, two pointing to the navigation of

the river, and the others to the road leading from

Longue Pointe to the town, with a traverse for mus-

ketr\, elevated on the inside of the battery, for the

defence thereof, together with some picjuet works, form-

ing" n. barrier to the entrance of the place, with two

advanced redoubts, were all the tem[)orary works made

for its defence.

"The inhabitants, in number about five thousand,

are gay and livel}-, more attached to dress and finery

than those of Quebec ; and from the number of silk

sacks, laced coats and [)owdered heads that are con-

stantly seen in the streets, a strangei' would imagine

that Montreal was wliolly inhabited by people of inde-

pendent fortunes. By the situation of the place, the

inhabitants are extrem^ !\- well supplied with all kinds of

ri'ver fish, some of whicli nn..: unknown to luiropeans,

being peculiar to the lake^^ and rivers uf this countr\-.

The\' have likewise -plcn!_\ <>\ black cattle, horses, hogs

and poultry ; the iieighl;ouring shores su[)pl\- them with

a great variety of game in the dilferent ser,s(^ns, and the

island iibounds with wdl Listed soft ^[)rings which form

a multitude of })le;i-ant ri\-nlct-."
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At ihe outbreak o{ the Re\ luti;

Caridcia

radc- s-;-'

: t ma:n- '

i'iii'iip Scr.u

U--

?r

that attempts should be mauc t eril

side of the other colon ic:;. T;ie 1 -iti

a body, to have been wiilin;^, and at

French also sympathized. '}encra

invaded the province b\- Lake ( ham[jla :i, but fcilliii.; i'.l,

was replaced b)' the ilUfated MoiU\L;(imer\-. Coi'jnel

Ethan Allen was dcspaichcd a.L^ainst tiie city. d\' 'y.

the 25th of October was taken prisoner, ,ind ther'^i'ter

sent to Knf:Tland. S'.yinx Moiiti^tjmery ajipearcd ; Go\^-^(;r

Sir Guy Carleton, havini;" an exceeding;!)' ^ma '

lo'-cc.

withdrew to Ouebcc, and the citizens caoitulatc: < /n

the 13th (':^{ Xovennber, 177-. at in'ne i clock' n th(?

mornini,'-, he marched in by the Recollet (j.ite, ano took

up liis headquarters in tlie lar-c house on *he curi'i-r of

Notre Dame and St. Peter Streets, inhabited bv a mer-

cliant named h\a'tier. There a tablet is pla* cd, readinij^ :

" Fori etier House. Here General Monti^omery resided

during the winter of 1775-6."

The house at that time is said to have been the

kirgcst and most magnificent in the city. The principal

rooms were wainscoted all around up to a certain height,

and, above that, ta[)estried richly with scenes from the

life of Louis XIV^ Over the princii^al door is to be

seen the date " 1767," underneath a niche intended for a

statuette of a saint.

Generals Wooster and P)enedict Arnold followed

Montgomery in possession, the latter proceeding to his
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aeaiJi :- allant attempt to scale the dcfence.s of

>''\f'''r^eDec :hc meantime, the Commissioners of C 011-

rriss. F-- in, Chase and Carroll, as already related,

ca-ie to : 'i- : :y and brought with them its first printer,

F"leury Mr-' -it. They were compelled to retire before

Car i-t^n, •;a-_- - army and cause having become unpopular

:- ts and people, and reinforcements havingwn :ne

arriviri fro::, r^nijland.

DorcJicstcr.

The jravc ".aracterand the other ser\-ices of Carleton,

after- -^1.' Is ri. -od to the peerage under the title of

L'orche '.^r. ar: commemorated \w the inscription at tlv^

*'
JJ )r:h.este!- and IVieur}' Streets : "This streetcorne-

-air. tjd 1:1 honour o)f Sir Guv C arleton,

Do'-chc-"-:-r, commander of the l^ritish forces and pr

>erver of the colo'i\- durin ' the Amei

e-

Ciin niVvisioi

IT'S 7^; -

Ouel:)ec Ac;

•ICC Governor of Catiada, and b\ w honn th

r:, was ohcained."

i-i Cor

Another officer who di-tinL:ii; /no,: h im-o!t in tl

canioai^n wa- D< ( 'orne Mil K, ot a r>;.|

Frcncli-Canadiau taiUiU', the sil( u! uni,- ot \\ho

dwell In

corner o
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UOn tlic rai)incau House tlic legend is : "The I'ap-nea

House. Six of their ^fenerations have dwelt here."

The De Lotbiniere mansion is tableted as : allows :

" Residence of the Manjuis de Chartier dc Lotbiniere,

Enfjineer-in-Chicf of Xevv France, 1755. He ""(.'rtified

Ticonder01 and Isle-aux-Xoix. On his advice, .Alont-

calm attacked Fort William Henry in 1757, and awaited

the English at Ticonderoga in 175S."

An excjuisite little specimen of the rich merchant's

residence of an earlier period is the house on St. Jean

l^aptiste Street, occupied by the St. George's Spice

Mills. It was [)robabl>' built about 1680, by a trader

named Hubert dit Lacroix. The handsome parlours

and their carvcd-wood mantelpieces, the lofty ware-

house room adjoining, the cjuaiut hall and stairway, the

curious, elaborated fireplace in the basement, and the

high walls of the court-yard, are well worthy of notice

by any permitted to see them. A tradition represents

been the residence of one of thethe 1louse to h. ive

Intendants, but tlie assertion is disputed.

The oldest building in Montreal is possibly one

owned by Mr. James Coristine, and situated at the rear

of his fur establishment on St. Paul Street, just wc-.^t of

St. Nicholas.

It is claimed to have been built in 1666, and the vault-

ing is to-day perfect and solid and the wall.; very thick.

The dwelling doubtless consisted of a low living-story,

above the vaults, and was reached by stone steps in a

square tower behind Thou''h much altered, the build-

ing retnins traces of its early shape above.

Another (:uaint erection stands next door, with gable
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on St. Nicholas Street. On its yard face a small imagc-

iiichc and window give a picturesque api)earancc.

VV^c McTavisJi Ilaioitcd House.

This grim tradition has probably been hitherto the

iMontreal story most circulated amf)ng the ICnglish-

speaking population. In 1805, Simon McTavish, the

prin'^ipal founder of the Xorth-\\ est Company, built a

great liouse on the side of Mount Ro\-a!, upon the

present property of Air. Andrew Allan. lie died before

it was quite finished, and as it was left deserted, in a

lonely situation, tradition had it th.at he had hanged

liimself in it. Dreadful sounds, [)articularly a horrible

gurgling as if breath, were thereafter heard within by

those who passed. On the tin roof, in the light of the

moon, spirits were seen dancing. Few persons would

approach, far less anybody inhabit it, and the mansion

gradually fell more and more into deca\' and disfavour.

A form of the legend was that the proud Xorth-

W'ester built the house preparator\' to the coming of his

family from Scotland
;

that his wife, a high-s[)iritcd

woman, objected to coming out to a rude new country,

but the husband hoped to surprise her upon her arriwd

by the presentation of a beautiful and well-ap[^ointcd

home ; that one night, as the house was near its com-

pletion, some mysterious impulse moved him to \-isit it

(for he lodged meanwhile at a farmhouse in the neigh-

bourhood j, when, just as he entered the basement and

looked up, he saw in the moonlight her inanimate form

danu'linij from the roof-tree. Thou^ii he knew she was

in Britain, the apparition was so realistic and striking.
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that all work upon the liousc was suspended ; and, sadly

enough, when the ship which liad been expected arrived,

it brought news of her suicide b}- lianging in the garret

of her old home, at the very hour when he had seen

the apparition. He becainc a cynic, wasted and died,

while the house, finding no purchaser, remained a sad

and forbidding relic. It was of stone, and liad a circular

wing at each side. In the park, near the upper reservoir,

a stone pillar covers McTa\ish's remains.

^};)iny Girod.

Few know that under the cross-road made by Guy
and Sherbrookc Streets sleeps a" suicide, Vet it is true

that Amery Girod, a Sw-ss. who took part as a leader

in the rebellion of I.S37, was buried there in pursuance
of the old custom of interring a suicide under cross-

road.s. On the collapse of tliC rebellion, he had been
hidden at a house in tiic countr)-, and hoped to escape.

The troops, however, found him, and were surrounding
the house. He ran out and attempted to get away by
creeping along a stone wall, but was shot— in the leg, I

think—while doing so. He then killed himself with his

sv.'ord, to avoid being hung. They buried him as just

stated.

TME trafalc.m; lkcknd.

This story, of a lonely hermit of the Mountain, who,
through madness of jcalousv, had slain both his lads-

and her lover, is too long to tell here. He haunts a

certain old garden-tower in the grounds of " Trafali-ar,"

a residence on the Cote des Xcigcs Road, immediatelv
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above the Scrniiuiry wall, where liis mysterious fuotfahs

liave been heard c|uite latel)'. The reader is referred to

CauadiiDia, ]\Iarch, 1S90, for tlie full tale.

LA rLACi; ROVALK.

Sir.cc the writing of the description of Custom House

Square, its name lias been chani^ed to " La Place

Royale," on petition of the Antiquarian Society, in order

to mark the 250th anniversary of the foundation of the

city by re-conferring on the locality the name given by

Champlain. The writer and two other members of the

Society, on the morning of the iStli of I\Iay, 1893,

baptised the Square with St. Lawrence water, after

removing the old signs and confiscating them as trophies.

Mr. John S. Shearer stood godfather, the Secretary

(Frank Langelier) poured out the water from a glass

goblet, and I did my part by pronouncing the words.

Till-: iiorr.L diku picture.

The legend of Ethan Allen's daughter and the paint-

ing of St. Joseph, narrated in connection with the Grey

Nunnery, should liave been attributed to the Hotel

Dieu, It is in the entrance to the cloister chapel of the

latter, and is a large painting of the Holy family in an

antique gold frame. It was once the altar-piece of the

old Hotel Dieu Church on St. Paul vStreet, now removed.

^i.« .«
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Mr. Wm. McLennan contributed assistance of a unique sort—results of
a systematic sifting made, for the fust time, of the old notarial and other
earliest archives of the city. To him are due the identification of the De
Catalogue, LeMoyne, Du Luth, Laprairie, La Salle and Cadillac houses.
His service to the public in thus contributing these facts sh.-uld not be
underestimated.

The wiiter desires to add that this little book being put together in

haste, he is conscious it must contain inaccuracies and in-.perfections. In
particular the Maisomieuve statue and some of the historical tablets quoted
are only in process of erection, and may be slightly altered before their
completion. Hasty and faulty as it is, however, it will, in hel]Hng to
popularize a gocnl deal of rare information, fill for the present a place
which remains yet to be perfectly fi'deil.

To some, it may appear singidar than an advocate \\\ active practice
should put together a book of the kind. The author was induced to do so
by the view that the historical tablets, which are a pet scheme of his,

could only be rendered effective by an exi)lanatory handbook such as the
present

;
and when, therefore, the publishers proposed the matter, lie

accepted.
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