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PROPER GROUND OF CHRISTIAN UNITY.
BY REV. G. PUTNAM, D.D.

Ir has been generally assumed in 41l ages of the church;
that wniformity of belief, & oneness in speculative faith, is
the only ground on which Christians can be one in broth-

_erly fellowship and in the bond of peace.

‘We begin in the present discussion with a direct denial
of this principle as unsound, unevangelical, and pernicious.
Uniformity of speculative opinion ought not to be regard-
ed as'the bond of union and the ground of" fellowship
among Christians ; and men by their speculative differen-
‘ces do not violate the essential oneness of Christianity.

Jesus Christ could not have required or expected unity
of speculative opinion with regard to his revelation, for

the good and sufficient reason: that there cannot be.any
such unity.. The history of opinions and the history of -

- human-nature, from: the earliest times to the latest, prove
that there cannot be any thing like uniformity of opinion”
on the subjects that admit in any degree of the exercise of
reason. Such differences began under-the ministry of the
Apostles themselves. - They' sprang up immediately, in
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the very churches of their own planting. . They have
continned ever since, varying continually as to the sub-
jects and modes of difference, yet always differences.
Never_ for a moment have Christians agreed as to-what
are the’.'t'rue, and only speculative doctrines of their reli-
gion.. Every method that has ever been projected of re-
cthiling _such differences, has long ago proved itself chi-
merical, absurd and impracticable. Every experiment, -
that has ever been made to produce uniformity, has ag-
- gravated the supposed evil, warred against human nature
and human liberty, done great mischief, and turned out a
‘miserable failure.

The attempt to produce uniformity of belief has been
made in every age, in every form,and by every’ imagin-
able means, and all have failed. The church of Rome
tried it. They set up a standard of belief; the scholars of

"Christendom maintained it, the collective wisdom and im-~
posing authority of famous Councils sanctioned it, the
-successors of St. Péter were set for its defence, the arm of
physical power was stretched out in its behalf, and the
terrors of earthly and eternal torment were made to be-
set every by-path of heresy and schism ; but it was a fail-
ure. The early Protestants tried it. ‘Scarcely had they
broken out of the fold of Rome, when they bsgan their
measures for uniformity. = Synods were convened, and de-
crees-and confessions were published from various gquar-
ters, with revilings and persecutions more abundant ; but
it was a failure. Luther and his coadjutors tried it, and
failed. - Calvin and his disciplés tried it, and failed.
The - Church of England tried it, and failed. Every act
of intolerance seemed tfo give birth to new heresies, and
every blow that was struck for uniformity opened new



THE GROUNDS OF CHRISTIAN UNITY. 885
seams in the church and broke off more fragments from
the mass. - The creeds. of modern sects, set up with the
same -view to uniformity, are failures. The manifold
exhibitions of intolerance in our own day, and all around
us; are indications of the same vain hankering and strug-
gling after uniformity, and they all fail. There'is no such
thing as uniformity. There is no approach toit. We
differ about different things, it is true ; but we differ as
really and as much, as did our predecessors in any age of

‘the church. Time raises new questions as fast as it set-
tles old omes. The -history of the past,and a glance at
the present state of things, show it to be the ‘most vision-
ary of all vain imaginations to suppose, that there can
ever be, while the Bible and human nature continue to be
what they are, that there can ever be a Church Universal,
whose bond of union and fellowship shall be a speeulative
uniformity of belief.

From these considerations we must infer, what we be-
gan by saying, that Jesus himself did not require or ex-
pect a speculative umf'ormlty amongst his followers. -Had
he only possessed the sagacity of a Worldly-W1se man, he
must have foreseen that such agreement would be utterly
impracticable. And surely the infallible teacher from
God, whose title was the Prince of Peace,and who taught
that love was the keeping of his commandmeénts, such an
one cannot for a moment be supposed to have made the

’keeping of the unity 6f the spirit in the bond of peace; to
consist in a kind of uniformity, the impossibility of which
would be proved as soon as he had left the world; and be
confirmed stronger and stronger in every succeeding
period of his church. He could not have meant to es-

‘tablish a principle, which, the moment it was addpted
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and; acted. upon, would prove itself to. be 1rreconcllably'
at variance -with the. first principles. of his religion, those -
of brotherly.love and union, There are.and alwayshave -
been. differences of opinion, honest and rational differ-
enges, between persons having on other subjects equal
pretensions. to the, credit of intelligence. and fairness of
mind, differences among those who recognise the same
inspired teacher, and have before them the same sacred -
and, undisputed records, And men, if they think and
reason at a;ll,., for themselves, and if they are to have any
real, beliet, cannot. help thus speculatively differing ; and
it.is s stigma upon the Son.of God to.say, that he has
forbidden such differences. either, possibly. er. virtually, -
that he. has ‘given, to every sincere believer: the right to .
suppose that he and hissect have alone the mind of Christ
" and are true to his rehglon, and the consequent. right., to
- disown, excommunicate, and cast out, as evil; all.who
differ from, such sect. They, who, hold that Christ de-
mands, nmformlty of* speculative opinion, must.of course
regaxd. their. own opinions as the standerd.of, that.unifor-
mity, and. they muyst in consistency suppose that they are
authorized by, God to hold every dissenter ffom that stan-
datd as an infidel, an alien, and an outlaw. - - And;those
-disgenters, and, every petty portion,; of them, and .every.in-
dividual. of them, have the same.counter, authonty with
respect. to. their, opponents.  And. thus; Jesus himself is
made. to, forbid, aibsolutglx..tol,fordid,. all;brotherhood and
fellowship amongst.his disciples, to cast an unquenchable
firebrand ;in the midst of them,and to. justify-and sanction -
-, spirit. of exterminating and-eternal war. amongst: them.
But this cannot beso. This.cannotbe the divine purpose.
‘8peculative uniformity cannot. be: the.. requisite bond: of
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: umty among the dlsclples of Chnst. And, though there_
were as. many differing: séets in Chnstendom as there are -
individials; ‘this cu'cumstance Would not unpau' the true;;
grounds of their unity one whit, oG e o ,
7 After takmg this posxtltm, it is incumbent on us to state ,
what we do regard as coiistituting the essential ,o,neneg,s,;
of Christianity. - What i§ the ‘broad grourid. on ‘which
those who stand are really one and shoild regard them- :
selves.as one.in Christ, havmg no reason: for. Jealousy or.
distrust, ha,vmg no. right of mutual recrimination and de--
nunciation, no good plea for contentious division? ~What -
is the standard, around which all who rel-ly are one in-the -
sight of God and Christ, -orie upon the _pr:_i_l'ie_ililes of the
gospel, and might and should be one in mutual sympathy

“and: fellowshlp, owning' one ahother and re;mcmg together
in a common. faith; ancl ope 2 We answer, lt;ls What .
all - seriéus bellevers in 'Christ as the son and messenger
of God; propose, desire, and are satisfied with, as -the-

~ result of Christian faith: It is the keeping of the com-

mandments of Christ. It is piety and moral goodness, it

i the cultivation and exercise of Christian affections and
Christian principles. “ He that hath my commandments
and keepeththem, he it is that loveth me ; and he that
loveth me, shall be loved of my Father, and I will love
him and will manifest myself to him.” « If any man
have not the spirit of Christ; he is none of hls,” and if he'
Kave the spirit of Christ, he is his. This is the ground of
unity which we think our Master has marked out.. This

‘we- all understand and understand alike. Thereis no’
dispute about what is the spirit of Christ. . We all learn
it; and learn it alike, from himself,from his words and
his history, from: his example of piety and obediénce to
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God. The result is the same._(where’ve"r it exists,) whe-
ther accompanied by one set of speculative opinions or
another. About the religious affections and the religions
'chdi'acter, eonsidered in themselves and purely as a result,
there can’ hardly be any misunderstanding. It is Char-
acter that constitutes the one Christianity.

But it may be objected that, though the moral result be
 the great thing abont which the individual should be con-
cerned, yet that is not a proper or,convenient or practica-~
ble test, by which men should judge of each other’s claims:
to Christian fellowship ; that such a test is too judicial in.
its' nature, that it would require too much of a system ‘of
moral espionage and investigation, too much judging of
the brethern. We will admit the objection and yield to

it.. Let it be that a profession, either express or virtual
" of some doctrines, together with a decent outward show
of Christian virtue, 1s the most suitable test, the oﬁly prac-
ticable one, the true ground of visible fellowship and union.
Let it be that we are to take cognizance of the doctrines

of an individual orsect, and adjudge or withhold the Chris-
 tian name accordingly. Let it be that this is the gospel
test. We have yet something to say, why we still de-
cline taking the popular ground, the battle ground of
speculative uniformity. :

‘We would maintain that the doctrines, the. leadmg and
fundamental doctrines of the gospel immediately concern
and directly relate to the moral character, to the practical
part, the affections of the heart and the conduect of life.
The truths of the gospel are moral, and not speculative
truths. The doctrines of our religion are chiefly moral.’

- One eminent exception, however, demands notice in
the outset, viz. The great introductory doctrine of the
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 gospel, it is true, is not strictly of this moral class, though

" it-'was a necessary introduction to a system of moral truths:-
-~ Itisa Speculatiye doctrine, we mean the doctrine " that
L« Jesu.‘s' is-the Christ,”. that he was an inspired and comi~ -

missioned messenger from God to man. . Jesus himself
constantly set forth this as the primary speculative truth.
He “is constantly arguing it and insisting upon it. - He
made his miracles bear towards the proving it and the

- bringing it -home to the convictions of men. - He gene-
_rally uses the word Faith in reference to this single truth.

In the few instances in which he applies it differently, it
means confidence in the providence and promises of God.

‘The Apostles, in their subsequent preaching and writing,
“took :the same course. When by the preaching of Peter

three thousand were converted on the day of Pentecost,

‘the only speculative doctrine proposed, the only one ad-

dressed meérely to the understanding, was this same truth,
thus summed up in his own werds : ¢ Therefore let all'the
house of Israel assuredly know that God hath made that
same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and '
Christ.” When, afterwards, by the ‘preaching of the
same apostle five thousand believed, the only speculative
article recorded in his sermon, was the same, — that God

| -had raised up his son Jesus, and sent him and glorified

him. When Philip discoursed with the Eunuch, and

-converted and baptised him, the only speculative doctrine

was this, ¢ I believe that Jesus Christ was the Son of
God.” In what did the conversion of Paul consist but in
the conviction, produced by the miraculous vision on the

-way to Damascus, that Jesus was from heaven, and was
in heaven, was the Christ? as we are told, that, as soon. :

as he recovered his sight, he “straightway preached
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Ch.nst in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God ?.-And
.50 on thtoughout the numerous. instances. of Apostohc
’ ,p.r_,eaoh,ing and s,ucc.e,s,ses recorded in the Book of ‘the Acts,

this, great article of speculative faith stands. conspicuous

‘and alone ;— alone, if we make this one Vothe,rA ,exception, :

.that in some cases the undisputed Christian. doct;ine ofa

A future life,. of “ the resurrectlon of the dead ? is brought

- forward. _ S - ‘

. Now we mean not to:say, that there are no other specu~
_latlve doctrines revealed ix. the New Testament.. On the.
| icg;;.trary,, we and all Cliristians do believe some others ;
though from our-different moges of interpreting language
.and weighing evidence we_ differ somewhat as to what
those doctrines are. -But we do mean to say that, after
the exceptions of speculative truth just considered, which
all Christians believe and egually alike; ‘moraltruth and
‘moral teachlng hold the hlghest and the largest place in
the gospel

WESLEY ON CALVINISM *

CAI..L it, therefore, by whatever.. name you please,
¢ Election, Preterition, Predestination, or. Reprobation,”
it comes, in the end,to the same thing.. The sense of all-
is;plainly. this — ¢ By virtue of an etérnal, unchangeable,
irresistible decree of God, one part of mankind are infal-
libly saved, and the rest infallibly damned ;. it being im-
possible. that any of the former should be. damned or that
any of the. latter shonld be saved.” o D
But if this be so, then all.preaching is vain. It is neechL
~ less. to them that. are. eleeted For they; whether W1th :

Loe See hiis- sermon on Free Grage: -
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1preachmg or thhout wxll mfalhbly be saved There-
: fore, the - end of preachmg, “ to save souls,” is: void- with
- regard to. them. . And- it is-useless to them that:are not
. elected, for they cannot possibly be saved. They, whe-
- ther with preach.mg or thhout, will infallibly be: damned

‘The end ‘of preaching is, therefore, void with. regard to
;:them likewise ; so that, in. either case, our preachmg is
: -vam, as your. hearmg i3 also vain.
| - This uncomfortable doctrine directly tends to destroy'
-our zeal for good works. . And this it does, first, as it
‘naturally tends to destroy our love to the greater part of
mankind, viz., ‘the evil and unthankful. For, whateyer
:]lessens our. love, must so far lessen our-desire to do them
.good. ‘This it does, secondly, as it cuts off one of the
strongest motives to all acts of bodily mercy; such as feed-
ing the hungry, clothing the naked, and the like, viz.,
“the hope of: saving their souls from death. For what
avails it to relieve their temporal wants, who are just
’ ,dropping into eternal fire? ¢ Well; but run and snatch
them as brands out of the fire.” Nay, this you suppose
impossible. They were appointed thereunto, you say,
from - eternity, before they had done either good or evil.
~ You believe it is the will.of God they should die. And
“. who hath resisted his will?’ But you say — You.do
.not know whether these are elected ornot.”” Whatthen?
if you know they are one or theother, that theyare either
elected or: not"elected, all. your labour is void and vain.
In either :case, -your.advice, reproof, or exhortation, is as
needless and useless as your preaching. It is needless to
“hem. that are elected ; for.they will infallibly be saved
without it. Tt is useless to them that are. not elected ; for
W1th or without it ,they will infallibly be damned. There-
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fore. you cannot, consmtently with your pnnclples, take
any pains about- their salvation. Consequently, those
principles directly tend to destroy your zeal for good
works ;. for all good works ; but particularly for the great- '
est of all, the saving of souls from death. Do
But khis doctrine not only tends to destroy- Christian
holiness, happiness, and good works, but hath also a direct
and manifest tendency to overthrow the whole Christian
revelation. The point which the wisest of the modern
. unbelievers most industriously labour to prove, is, that
the Christian revelation is not necessary. They well
knew, could they once show this, the conclusion would
be -too plain to be denied — “ If it be not necessary, it is
not true.” Now, this fundamental point you give up.
For, supposing that eternal, unchangeable decree, one
- part of mankind must be saved, though the Christian re-
velation were not in. being ; and the other part of man-
kind must be damned, notwithstanding that revelation:
and what would an infidel desire more? You allow him
all he asks. In making the gospel thus unnecessary to
all. sorts .of .men, you give .up the whole Christian cause.
¢¢Q tell it not in Gath! Publish it not in the streets of
Askelon ; lest the daughters of the uncircumcised rejome,
lest the sons of unbelief triumph ! '
And as this doctrine manifestly and directly tends to
overthrow the -whole Christian - revelation, so it does the
same thing, by plain consequence, in making that revela-
tion contradict itself. For it is grounded on such an in-
terpretation of some texts, (more or less, it matters not,)
as-flatly contradicts all the other texts, and indeed the
-‘whole scope and tenor of scripturé. For instance : the
assertors of this doctrine interpret that text of scripture,
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« Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated,” as implying .
that God,m a literal sense, hated Esau, and all the teprd-
bated, from eternity. Now, what can possibly be a more
flat "_c‘ontradiction than . this, not only to the whole scope
and tenor of scripture, but also to all those particular texts-
which: expressly declare “ God is love 7’ Again, they
infer from that text, « I.will have mercy on whom I will
have mercy —Rom. ix. 15, that God is love only to
some men, viz., the elect and that he hath mercy for
those only ; flatly contrary to which is the whole tenor of ’
seripture, as is that express declaration in particular, “ The
Lord. is loving unto every man, and his mercy is over all
~ his works,” — Psalm cxlv. 9.  Again, they infer from
‘that and the like texts, « It is not of him that willeth, nei- -
thér_ of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy,”.
that he sheweth mercy only to those to whom he had
yespect from . all eternity. Nay, but who replieth against
God now? You now contradict the whole oracles of God; '
-which declare throughout, “ God is no respecter of per-
sons,” — Acts x. 34; “ There is no respect of persoﬁs
with him,” — Rom. ii. 11. -Again, from that text, « The"
children being not yet born, neither having done good or
evil, that the purpose of God according to election might -
. stand, not of ~works, but of him that calleth, it was said
uﬁj;o “her,” (unto Rebecca,) The elder shall serve the
younger ;” you infer, that our being predestinated or elect,
no way depends on the foreknowledge of God ; flatly con-
tradictory to this are all the scriptures; and those in par-
ticular, « elect according to the foreknowledge of God,”
—1Pet. i. 2.; “ Whom he did foreknow, he also did .
predestinate,” — Rom. viii. 29. ,

The Apostle declares “the same Lord over all is nch
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: m mercy to all that call upon-him,;” ?— Romi X.: 1% Bnt
you say — ¥ No; he is such only to. those for whom  Christ
- died: - And 'thosearé not all, but-only a few, ¢ whom God
hath chosen out of the world 3’ for he died not fot-all; but
B 'only for those who were chosen in. him: bef'ore the foun- -

~ dation ‘of the world)” — Eph. i; 2. - Flatly contrary to
' your ‘interpretation of these scriptires also is the whole
" tenor of the New Testament ; as are, in particular, those
texts, ¢ Destroy not him' with thy meat for whom Christ
" died,” —Rom. xiv. 15. A-cleat proof that Christ died,

: Anot only for ‘those that are saved, but also for them that
pensh. He is “the Saviour of the world,” —i John:i .
. 492. He is “the Lamb of God that taketh away the sins

of the world,” — John i. 29. -« He is the propitiation,
not for our sins only, but also for the sins:of the whole
world” — 2 John ii. 1. -« He,” (the living God) ¢ is the
‘Saviour of men,” — 1 Tim. iv. 10. . “He gave hirself a
ransom for all,” — 2 Tim. ii. 6. «'He--tasted death for all
men,” — Heb. ii. 19. - :

* If you ask =% Why then are not all men saved ?* - The
Whole law and the testimony answer, ﬁrst ot bécanseé of
any decree of God, not because it is i pleasure they
should die. For, “as I'live, saith the Lord God; I have
no pleasure in the death of him that dieth,”— Ezek.

‘xviii. 32. Whatever be the cause of their perishing, it
cannot be his will, if the Oracles of God are true ; for they
decI‘are, « He is not willing that any showld perish; but
that all should come to repentence,” — 2 Pet. iii. 9. He

“willeth that all men should be saved.” And they, second-

‘ 1y, declare, what is the cause ‘why all men are not saved ;
namely, that they will not be saved : so our Lord expressly
says; « They will not come into me that they may have
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life? —J ohm v.40. -« 'Fhe power of the Lord is present
_ to ‘hepl them,? but they will not, be healed.. « They re-
© jeot: the council”®: the, merciful couusel of God against
. themselves, as- did- their, stiffnecked forefathers.. And
therefore are they. without, excuse, because. God would
gave ‘them, but: they will. not be saved: this is.the.con-
demnation, « How “often would I have. gathered. you to-
gethen, and ye. would. not ) —. Matt. xxiii. 37. '

- 'Thus. manifestly does. this doctrine:tend to. overthrow:
the .whole_ Christian revelation, by makmg, 1t.contra,dchtA
itself; by giving such an interpretation of some: texts, as
flatly-contradicts all the.other texts; and indeed:the whole

"spope: and. tenor of scripture.. An abundant proof that
it- is; not of God: but neither is this; all. For it.
is;.a doctrine. full: of biasphemy ; of such blasphemy as I
should- dread to mention, but that the honour-of our gra-
eious God, and the cause of his truth, will not suffer me
to- be. silent.. In the cause of God, then, and from a.sin-
cere concern for the glory of his great name, I will men-
tion; a few. of the horrible blasphemies.conta_inéd-in this
horrible doctrine. But, first, I must warn every one .of |
you .that, hears, as:ye will answer it at the great day, not
to. charge me, as some have done,. with blaspheming, be~
cause-I-mention the blasphemy of others. And the more
you; are: grieved: with- them that do thus blaspheme, see
that-ye: “confirm your love towards them” the more, and
that .;your heart's desire, and continual prayer to God be

~—¢ Father, forgive them, for- they know not what they
do S , ,

This. premlsed let:it be observed, that this doctrine re-
prese_l}ts- our: blessed. Lord, “Jesus: Christ the righteous,
t_l__le_-. only- begotten. Sqn of the Father, full of grace and
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truth,” as a hypocrite, a deceiver of the people, a-man
void of common sincerity : for it cannot be denied, that -
" he every where speaks as if he were willing that all men.
should be saved. Therefore,to say “he was not willing
" that all men should be saved,” is to represent him as'a.
“mere hypocrite and dissembler. It cannot be denied that
the gracious words which camé out of his mouth, are fﬁill ,
of invitations to all sinners. To say then —He did not
intend to save- all sinners, is to represent him as'a gross
deceiver of the people.- You cannot deny that he says
—«Come unto“me, all ye that are weary and heavy
laden.” If then you say he call those that cannot come,
" those whom he knows to be unable to come, those whom |
he can make able to come, but will not ; how is it possi-
‘ble' to describe greater insincerity ? You represent him
as mocking his helpless creatures, by offering what he
‘never intends to give. You describe him as saying one
thing, and meaning another‘; as pretending ‘the " love
which he had not. Him in “ whose mouth was no guile,”
you make full of deceit, void of common sincerity : then ‘
especially, when drawing nigh the city, « He wept over
it and said, O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the
prophets, and stonest them that are sent unto thee ; how
“often would I have gathered thy children together — and
yewould not.” Now if you say, they wowld, but ke would
not, you represent him (which who could hear?) as weep-
ing crocodile’s tears, weeping over the prey which hlm-
‘self had doomed to destruction. ‘

Such blasphemy this, as one would thmk mlght make
‘the ears of a Christian to tingle. -But there is yet more
behind ; for just as it honours the Son, so doth this doc-
trine honour the Father. 1t destroys all his attribiites at
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'oﬁ'c'e. I overturns both his Justlce, mercy, and truth.
Yes, ‘it represents the ‘most holy God as worse than the
devil: as both more false, more’ cruel, and more unjust.
‘More'falsé;' becausé the 'devil, liar as he is, hath never
siid, “ He willéth all men to besaved.” More unjust,
because ‘the devil cannot, if he would, be gmlty of such
injustice” as you ascribe to God, when you say, that God
condemned millions of souls to everlasting fire prepared
for the devil and his angels, for continuing in sin, which,
for want of that grace ke will not give them, they cannot
avoid : and more cruel, because that unhappy spirit “ seek-
eth rest and findeth none ; so that his own restless misery
is a kind of temptation to him to tempt others. But God
“resteth in his high and holy place :” so that to suppose
him, out of his mere motion, of his pure will and pleasure
happy as he is, to doom his creatures, whether they will
"or‘n'o, to endless misery, is to impute such cruelty to him,
as we- cannot impute even to the great enemy of God
and man. Itis to représent the Most High-God (“ he that
‘hath ears to hear, let him hear!’) as more cruel, false, and
unjust, than the devil! ‘
This is the blasphemy clearly contained in the horrible
decree .o_f predestination. And here I fix my foot. On
this I join issue with every assertor of it. You represent
God as worse than the devil ; more false, more cruel, more
unjust. - But you say you “ will prove it by scfipture."’
Hold!" What will you prove by scripture? That God
is. worse than the devil?. It cannot be. . Whatever that
scripture ‘proves, it never can prove this. Whatever be
ils true meaning, it cannot mean this. Do you ask,
“ What is its true meaning then? If Isay,“I know
not,” you have gained nothing ; for there are many scrip-
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R tures, the true sense thereof nelther you nor I shall know‘,

tilk death i, swallowed up m vrctory But thls I know,
better it were to say, it had no sense at all, than to sa.y. ’

it had such:a. sense as thls It cannot mean, whatever it
mean besrdes, that the God of truth iga liar. Let it mean-
what it will, it cannot mean that the:J udge of all the .
world isunjust.. Nascmpture canmean that God-i isnot love ’

" or tha.t his merey iy not over.all hrs worLs that i 1s, what-

ever . 1t prove besrde, no scripture: can prove predestma- _
tion. '

T

'THE APOSTLE JOHN.
. BY REV. 8. oseoon,nn

Too often the amiability of this aposue has been cele-
brated at the expense of his manlines~, and he has been
held up to: admiration too exclusively as a character of
. passive. good-will Sometimes this view becomes almost

a caricature, and he who so tempered eneigy with kind-
_ ness, the sun of thunder who became the disciple.of love,
is portrayed almost-as:an effeminate- sentimentalist. His:
nature was full of warmth, and this was made a genial |
‘flame instead of a devouring fire.- The longer he dwelt
- with: Jesus, the more: effectually his nature .was refined,
and his heat tempered and exalted into that mild ‘and:
- glowing love of God and man which- emanates from his:
- Gospel and Epistles, into that heavenly communion of:
which the Last Supper was an: undying: pledge. . If ever:
in maturex-years any- trace of* his. early impatience: ap-
A pe'a-rs-,-._ and» the harmony- of his: spirit:for 'wmome’rit’ yi‘e‘lds,
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- the dlscordant note may be traced to gnef at the blmdneas

and hatred of the world towards Him who came to be its
llght and life, — never to ‘merely personal considerations.
His character is surely far more interesting from h’s union
of high spmt with devoted love. His goodness came not -
: ﬁ'om_ want of passion or sens1b1hty, but from the power of
an engrossing faith and the life of a guiding love.  To
understand St. John, borrow an illustration from the name
given him in his young days by his Master. 'The Son of
" Thunder was_so impétuous, that, when the Samaritans
rejected the Saviour, he wished that fire might come from
heaven and destroy their city. Here is an electric spirit
unbalanced, lightning within in affinity with the lightning
which ‘it ‘'would -evoke from the clouds. Pass on a few
years,and contemplate that same man at the Last Supper,
~ follow him to Ephesus, to Patmos, nay, to that sacred
old age, when aI!-\he could say to his people was but to
tell them to love. : Where was the llghtmng then,—its
power annihilated, or its forces balanced and controlled ?
Or in other wbrds does geodness weaken the character,
or Strengtheﬁ it? does it consist in the annihilation of "
natural forces, or their true balance upon principles of
-everlasting right? Let the element which furnished the
name for thisloved disciple afford the illustration of the |
change in his charactéer. When clouds vanish, the winds
cease, and lightnings flash no longer, no power is destroyed ;
. the elements that made the storm are balanced, and the
fiery bolt was but an irregtilar' action of a force ‘omnipre-
sent; and coexistent with life itself. . Yes,in every cup of -
water given* in the name of a disciple, there is enough of
latent - lightning, or electncity, if let loose, to lay waste a
city, and. in - every ‘dew-drov.. enough to arm the storm
VOL.IL.—NO. XI. . 24 '
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with a fiery shaft. - God in nature should teach us to‘un-
derstand that the balance of power in its serenity and
peace is not the annihilation, but the intensity; of its force,
~and that the moral equlhbnum of a true life is the great-
est exh}bmon of moral energy. »

. He who would once blast the Samaritans W1th fire;
learned a better use of power through a nobler flame. -
How  beautiful the force of his chara‘cte; appears in the
incident so often told of his adventure with the banditti,
whom, after they had seized him, he asked to lead him-
to their captain ; and this master-robber, at sight of the
old man whose instructions he had enjoyed in days of in-
nocence, wept like a child, and returned to the fold which
he had so basely deserted. At first the robber-chief fled
from the Apostle’s sight. « Why flee from me, my child,
‘'thy father, an unarmed old man? Fear not, there is still
hope. for thee. 1 will be surety for thee to Christ. Be~
lieve, he hath sent me.” In these words was a power
‘above any: despot’s word or soldier’s steel.

To such a moral combination of spirit with mildness,
fervor with humility, St. John added peculiarintellectual
traits and practical faculties. He was by eminence an
intuitive mind, seeing into things themselves, rather than
receiving his conclusions as the results of elaborate reason-
ing. His imagination also was- intuitive as his reason.
He looked upon the world of spiritual truths as we look
upon the scenes of nature, and these truths, like the scenes
of nature, clothed themselves in peculiarimagery, and
‘appeared in expressive combinations whenever sight
yielded to fancy, or imagination worked upon the materi-
als-gathered by the perceptions. The Apocalypse may
consistently be regarded as the work of his intuitive im-
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: agination, —the Gospél»as the work of his intuitive intel-
lect, and the graphic imagery of the one and the clear
statement of the other indicate but the various action of
the same master mind upon divine traths. For hisloving.
heart, but not for that alone, did Jesus love him. * The
disciple’s mind was congenial with that of Christ, and he
was - eminently a- man of interior vision, and won the

 blessing promised them who could believe without seeing;

through: that intuitive faith which is evidenee of things

not seen. o B .

Would we understand this intellectual trait? - Compare
it with its opposi;:e, -the merely logical mind, which be-
lieves only what can be reasoned out, and which without
borrowing aid from intuition becomes an absurdity, for -
how can we reason out any thing unless we start from
some principles of reason? How can we reason about
causes, rights, truths, without some pfinial ideas of cause,
of rig]it, of truth? = A mere logician is an understanding
without a soul, — a form of reasoning without reason ; al-
though logic is a good servant of intuition, and reasoning
in form as an essential of reason in its life. Intuition*.
presents the idea immediately, logic represents it medi-
ately. Intuition is spontaneous, logic reflective. Intui-
tion deals with the substance, logic with the forms of
things. Intuition unites, logic separates. Intuition seizes
general «~ideas, logic individual cases. Intuition is progres-
sive, .ever seeing more .of divine truth; logic is fixed, or
moves no step unless intunition has shown the way. - Logic
deals with words, intnition with the Word. The favorite
disciple in the school of Christ Was fitly an intuifiire mind,

- * See g cleardevelopment of these distinctions in Morell’s Phllosopby
of Religion, Chapter IL. . , .

| A

Lo d



312 . . 'THE APOSTLE JOHN,"

eminent. for this power, as Paul for his logical tendency -
and Peter for his executive talents.  All had their place _
but we agree with the master in assigning the most g
honored place to the mind of St. John. He exhibits
Christignity on its best ground. He states its historical -
facts, afnd'traces out their connections and conclusions in-
deed, yet even in his historical record he. constantly points
out to us the moral and spiritnal principles that must be
received by the soul on their own evidence thirough X1
perience of their living power. These prmclples are-fea-
tures, elements of the Divine Word, -and that action.of
the soul which accepts them is the action of faith. Faith,
~sacred word ! — sadly abused indeed, confounded with
blind credulity and dark superstition, yet itself the very
spirit of light. We will abide by the loved disciple’s de-
finition, although it may condemn our own worldliness.
He ‘that believeth is not condemned. ¢ This is the con-
demnation, that light is-come into the world, and men
loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were
evil” .The interior eye opened to the 1fght, — this is
faith. ; :

" QUIET WAY _OF Bmwmc UP CHARA.CTER —You may
, dazzle men’s eyes with, large enterpnses in phllanthropy,
but possess nothing of the phllanth ropie spirit ; and so you
may do nothing wonderful in your whole. life, yet from
your constant inward striving aften holiness, the temple of
(God may at length stand in all its beauty in.your heart.
The mighty floods you see holden i in mid air went not up
Wlth great commotion and fearful display, but ascended
in invisible drops upon the sunbeams ; and itis but a slow

perspiring from the hills that supphes the earth’s exhaust-
less fountains.—Bartol. '
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THE WOMAN’S .R.IGI-_'ITS 'MOVEMENT.
BY MRS, C. H, DALL.
E'qm ¢ Paper read by her at the Wmm’s Rights melion
hcld m .Boston, 19th September last,
. Ts reform underlies all. other reforms. We‘ough'_t:.tov
eall it a movement in behalf of Human Rights, not Wo-
~ man’s, for the most important of man’s rights is what.we
seek to. secure, nalhely,' the .finding of woman in her
vight place, where she may help, not hmder, and set free
instead of fettering. : :

“Young men, . drawn hither, perhaps, by cunosu:y, yet
notashamed to dream in your hearts of a wife and a home,
would -you have a doll to decorate, a toy to play with?
If ‘not, you are bound to lend yourselves to our effort.to
secure a bétter,. education for women. ‘Was there ever
.One among- you who found a wife oo capable or too well
.instructed 7 . .If not, let none of you fear it. - If reformers
.are found incompetent to household . cares or maternal
duties, it is not because they are women, but because they
‘are imperfect. Some, nay many of the most distinguished
-men in the world, would present no better appearance
~ on paper than Mrs, Jellaby, — the great historian Niebuhr,
for example. It is the want of something, not the surplus
-of any- thing, that makes the woman a slattern. Many
.are the injuries to our cause from those who thoughtlessly
advocate it, oblivious, meanwhile, of. the small sweet cha-
. rities of home. I need not tell you what I think of such
women. . . You know my opinion ; but here in the city,
where I was born, where I have grown wp, and my word
ought to be worth something, I assert, on behalf of the
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'great women, promment in thls cause, that there never
was a body of reformers more free from reproach Goto
their homes, and you w1ll find that they did nat become
reformers, until they had shown. themselves good house-
‘keepere and good wivyes, above all, perhaps, good fnothers.
They know, most: of them, that he who ruleth his own
gotil is greater than he who taketh a city,and it is becanse
-they " ‘have made themselves ‘helps ‘meat for man; at ‘his
firegide, that they have a claim to your confidence assem-
‘bled here, or in the wide valleys of the West. * No occa~
-sipnal exceptions can invalidate this rule. I would not
stand here, if I believed that any of us-came, to the ne-
-glect of higher duties. 1 do mot believe that man isa
+ Christian, who feeds some distant, starving Ireland, before
"he has provided forsthe hunger of his own household.  As
I encounter often my conéervative friends, they ask me,
"How do you grow, and what does your canse gaih’! It
seems as if their world waited, expecting some sudden
‘and :striking result. = Let us tell them here, once, for all,
‘that ‘we have never been deluded into looking for any
such thing. From its nature ‘this will be the slowest
‘movement .ever undertaken by man. " We shall gain:
surely, but imperceptibly. Iam frightened when obvi-
“pus results crowd upon us, because I feel that they are
not granted wisely, nor with a-full knowledge of all that
~they involve. - All noble sonls must help us, whether
they will or not, yet I would have men realize beforehand,
go far as they can, the full consequences of every step we
take. Every well-educated. woman who leads an inde-
‘pendent _life, refusing to marry for bread, or managing
~her family interests as a widow, from wise and noble
motives, helps us more than all sf)eeeh-making. Speech-
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- making is in fact the Jmwest duty in our temple service, —
a duty, yet the lowest. - It is needed now, it may.be for-
: ever, but in itself it proves nothing. .
A woman like Harriet K. Hunt, who. estabhshed her-
.self as a physician ‘in this city in spite.of bigoted resis-
‘tance, and now protests against the taxes she is compelled
~ to pay on property which she may neither protect nor re-
.pregent,-—-a woman, who like. yourself, Mrs. President,
_entered the field as a lecturer, to teach mothers the
' in_eaniﬁg of serofula and the value Aof. health,—a. womdn
who adds, like Elizabeth Browning, the sound learning
~of a man to the tender feeling of a woman ;— one who
like Margaret Fuller, unites a blameless private life to the
most thorough scholarship, and the inspiration of a seer,
is indeed a noble advocate of woman’s true posmon,‘
Whether she ever make a speech or not.

- Izfe is what we want. . Responsxble, earnest ]1fe, such
-as Hatty Hosmer’s,* when she crossed the Alleghanies to
get the freedom of the dissecting-room — when she stood

- by the rough marble block, and with her own energetic
hand, broke away the stone, till those.who loved her
looked upon the dawning of her Hesper. Life, such as
Florence nghtmgale s, when she sailed for the Crimea,
and exchanged theé Saloons of St. James for the hospitals
of a badly managed war ; — when she seized the supplies,
refused to her by craven officers, and saved her Majesty’s
- dying soldiers in spite of her Majesty’s transport service.
Life, such as the primary school teacher leads, when day
after day she goes up to her pupils, and by patient well-
doing, earns her own, perhaps her children’s bread. Lz'fe,

* A young lady from the vicinity of Bosion, whose geuius for Sculp-
glre mak%? ei one of the most promising students of the Art now in.
ome.—Ep. \
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such as the faithful servant leads, who, with_a‘téndér‘& re-
spect towards those - who employ her, keeps also a hoble
_self-respect. Our temple is the temple of humamty, all
her servants are our priests:.

Let no one, then, misunderstand us. And whxle I 8peak
‘for myself, I may speak also’ for all my friends upon this.
_ platform. It is no unworthy thing  we contend for. - We

.ask no irreligions souls tojoin us. We want tender, faith-
~ ful; and earnest women, steadfast to keep this matter in
‘the public sight. We want redress in matters of educa-

tion, and before the law. - We want the inalienable rights

of human beings, reserving it for our own souls to-decide

whether we will use all the liberties that depend from

those rights or not. - But above all, we do not so much

need, on this platform, elogquent speakers, as we do elo-
quent livers, by every hearth-stone.in this nation ; livers,

who feeling the high responsibility imposed -upon them

by God in our emergency, will resolutly do what is de-
" manded of them, without regard to what is sweetest. and

dearest in life, yet laboring alwaysn a spirit sosweet and .
dear as ultimately to win the world to themselves.

Do I seem to have too little faith in conventions? TfI
did not believe that they-are for the present necessary, I
‘would not lend myself to them. 1t seems to me desirable
that we should meet, and express ourselves publicly to .
each other, that we should ‘understand ourselves and -all
our wants and possibilities. Hitherto we have lived in
so narrow a sphere, that like children, we may be sur-
prised, trying to grasp the moon with our hands. Let us
come together, then, till we learn so, how broad God’s
-own horizon really is!

Yel, in the main, conventions seem to me a mascuhne
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" lmplement. ‘And what have men accomplished by them,
| in pohtlcs or reform? 'Changed the “ vox populi” into the
. % vox’ dla.boh,” mayhap, but never into the # vox Dei.”
Our work must be done better,and by better tools. « We
know not yet, but we shall know hereafter.” - o
- And ‘the Life of which I spoke!— Women of New
England I demand:this life of you.. Wrecks of noblest
humamty ‘are- continually floating by you. A. George
Sand,*. breaking loose from the ties which bind her to.
society, only in later years to recognize with profoundest
sincerity. the strength of those which link her to her God.
A Fredrika Bremer, a Charlotte Bronte, full of restless
longings, of unsatisfied aspirations, show you the path be- -
fore you. Why is it that a low wail runs through all the
literature that women have given to the world, and that
the voice which man uplifts, is often, though far less elo-
quent, more cheerful and strdﬁg'l Tt is. because women
feel a helplessness that they think without remedy. Show
them that it is not so. Show them, each one of you, by
: hvmg that life, you dare to wish. ,
« Be sea-captains, if yon will,” — but never be profane,
- drunken incapable sea-captains. Show yourselvesin what-
ever posts youclaim, géxitle, steadfast,and modest. These
are the virtues of men as well. Do not,as women, discard
them. Be efficient, brave, and helpful. Seek duty al-
ways; perhaps it were better to sé.y, and more modest,
be ready for it when it comes, for notoriety never. One
lost sister in our ranks would be an argument against us,
stronger than any which legions of lawyers could farnish.
‘While we demand of men, lives puré as a virgin thought,

* Most of our readers, but perhaps not all of them, will know thal:
this is the literary name assumed by Madame Dudevant.—Ep. L.
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let us require of ourselves alwajs and everywhere no less,
While' we interfere with no other’s right of private judg-
ment, let us. recognize as publicly as possible, the supre-
macy of God’s love and power, and the ielati_ons between
Him and man. Let us find His presence in the worlds of
Nature and Art, and demand it in those of Custom and
Law. Only so, may we truly serve ourvsex,v our nation,
our age. Only so, can we' lay our foundations-beyond the
power of rains that fall, or waves that beat! - Only so,
shall we be able to confer on humanity, a single pnvxlege
worthy of immortal beings !

SEASONS OF PRAYER.
BY H. WARE, JUI‘f., D.D.

To prayer, to prayer! for the morning breaks,
And earth in her Maker’s smile awakes:

His light is on all below and above,

The light of gladness, and light, and love :

O then, on the breath of this early air,

Send upward the incense of grateful prayer.

" To prayer ! for the glorious sunis gone,
And the gathering darkness of night comes on :
Like a curtain from God’s kind hand it flows,
To shade the couch where his children repose:
Then kneel, while the watching stars are bright,
And give your last thoughts to the Guardian of night,

To prayer! for the day that God has blessed
Comes tranquilly on with its welcome rest :
It speaks of creation’s early bloom ;

It speaks of the Prince who burst the tomb:
Then summon the spirit’s exalted powers,
And devote to-heaven the hallowed hours.
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There are smiles and tears in the mother’s eyes; '
‘For her new-born infant beside her lies:
O hour of bliss, when the heart o’erflows
‘With rapture a mother only knows: =
Let it gush forth in words of fexvent prayer;
Let it swell up to heaven for her precious care.

‘There are smiles and tears in that gathering band,
Where the heart is pledged with the trembling hand ¢
What trying thoughts in her bosom swell, :
As the bride bids parents and home farewell !

“Kneel down by the side of the tearful fair,

And strengthen the perilous hour with prayer.

. Kneel down by the dying sinner’s side,

And pray for his soul through him who died :
Large drops of anguish are thick on his brow ; —
O what is earth and its pleasures now !

And what shall assuage his dark despair,

But the penitent cry of humble prayer ?-

Kneel down at the couch of departing faith,
And hear the last words the believer saith:
He has bidden adieu to his earthly friends §
There is peace ir his eye that upward beunds;
There is peace in his calm, confiding air,
~ For his last thoughts are God’s, his last words prayer.

The voice of prayer at the sable bier!
A voice to sustain, to soothe, to cheer:

. It commends the spirit to God who gave ;
It lifts the thoughts from the cold, dark grave ;
It points to the glory where he shall reign,
‘Who whispered, “ Thy brother shall rise again.”

- The voice of prayer in the world of bliss ! -

~ Bat gladder, purer, than rose from this:

. The ransomed shout to their glorious King,
‘Where no sorrow shades the soul as they sing :
- But a sinless and joyous song they raise; .
And their voice of prayer is eternal praise.
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Awake, awale! and glrd up thy strength
‘To join that holy. ’Dand at length:
'To him who iinceasing love displays, .
Whom the powers of nature unceasmgly prame,
To him thy. heart and thy hours be given;. . .
! For a hfe of prayer is the hfe of heaven.

\ " BOOK NOTICES.

EARLY ReLiciots EDUCATION CONSIDERED  AS THE "Di-
VINELY APPOINTED WaAY TO THE REGENERATE LiFE.
By William G.Eliot, Pastor of the Church'ofthe Messiah :

- St. Louis. Boston : Crosby, Nichols & Co. -

Tis is another admirable Essay by the Rev. Dr. Ehot.-
It is one which we should desire to see in every parent’s
hand, and would commend to their careful and devout

: perusa] The author briefly states the scope of his writing
in his first paragraph :— In the following Essay, I propose
to speak of the Religions Education of the Young, cbn-
sidered as the dlvmely appointed means of Christian Re-
generation. My object is to call the attention of parents

- to duties and responsibilities which are too apt to be ne-
glected, and by neglect of which the spiritual welfare of'
their children is sometimes sacrificed.” ’

The book may be had of Messrs. 11. & .G. M Rose,

No. 44 Great St. James Street, Montreal

WORDS FOR THE Wonmms By Wm D. Haley Boston

" Crosby, Nichols & Co,  For Sale in Montreal at the
Office of H. & G M. Rose, No. 44 Great St James
Street. :

THis book contains a series of lectures addressed to Work-
ing men, Mechanics, and Apprentices, by Mr. Haley,
Minister of the newly established. Unitarian Church in
~Alton, Illinois. They are well conceived and well ex-
pressed, apt and forcible in illustration, and marked by a
* freshness and vigor of style that can scarcely fail to secure
- attention. They touch things as they are, and by thus,
dealing with existing realities, they possess an interest for
all, which discourses more profound, or more distant from -
the facts of common life, could not excite. We congratu-
late the infant church'at Alton on their having a ‘minister
-of Mr. Haley’s stamp, anid wish his excellent httle volume .
a wule clrculatlon . : .



