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MEETING OF SYNOD.

The Synod ofthe P:esbyterian Church
of the Maritime Provinces, in connec-
tion with the Church of Scotland, will
meet (D. V.) in St. Gabriel's Church,
Montreal, in the Province of Quebec, on
Thursday, the 10th dag of June next,
at the hour of 11 o’clock, A. M.

TroMas DuNcaN, Moderator.

Charlottetowon, April 21th, 1875.

Rev. Mr. Duncan, the Moderator, re-
quests us to state that the private Cir-
cular addressed to members of Synod,
calling the mecting of the same for 51
Andrew’s Church, Montreal, is nullified
by the above notice,—the former baving
been issued under a misapprehension.
The ynod will therefore meet in Sr.
GABRIEL’8, the oldest of our churches
in Canada, at the time stated above.

. o

NOTIGE TG MEMBERS OF SYNOD.

We shoald like to call the special atten-
tion of ministers and elders to the official
notices in this and the last number of the
Record, respecting the forthcoming meeting
of Synod, and hope that the information
given and requests wade will receive due
consideration.

Every minister of oar Church, we under-
stand, has received a Circalar from the
Committee of Management in Montreal,
requesting the favor of an answer not later
than May 15, as to who intends to be pre-
sent at the meeting of Synod, in order that
suitable provision may be made for their
accommodation.

Every one interested—clerical or lay—
should at once address a postal card to
* The Secretaries to the Committee of ar-
rangements, Charch of Scotland’s Synod,
Box 674} P. O. Montreal,” and accommc-
dation will be provided for him.,

It is a matter that requires very prompt
action, if it hus not already been decided
upon, because delay in this particular
will probably result in rauch confusion
and perhaps uunnecessary expense. Al]
circulars should be responded to, whether in
the affirmative or negative.

Members will probably get retarn tickets
for one fare and a third, but on this point
more exact information will be given in
two or three weeks through the press. To
be at the Synod in time, members should
take the Monday train to St. John, so as to
be able to leave St. John not later than
Tuesday meming. All who do intend
being present, should endeavour, by all
means, to be in Montreal previoos to the
first sederunt of Synod; aod that the busi-



114

pess of the Court may be despatched with
all possible speed, every member should
consider it a sacred duty to be prompt,
punctual, and ready to andertake hie share
of the work of the session.

Another matter that will greatly facili-
tate the work of the Court, is the comple-
tion of all Reports prior 1o the beginning of
Syunodic buginess. In former years, much
time has been trequently wasted beeause
Conveners were not prepared 1o hand in
these documents. Bat it ought not to bo
50 in the present case, when time will be o
very precicus. Conveners aad Treasurers,
then, will please forgive the urgency of this
appeat, which we are well aware is tres-
passing upon the afficial work of the Clerk
of Synod.

e ety
PREPARATORY ARRANGEMENTS FOR UNION

The Montreal Presbyterian says that
the arrangements for this event, are
being well attended 1o by the respective
Commniittees. The matters proposed to
be embraced in the Report of the Com-
miftec on Arrangement for the consum-
mation of the Union—Rev. R. Campbell,
Convener—are the following :—

1. Pre(faratory conferences for prayer,
when and where to be held.

2. Form of minute dissolving the seve-
ral Synods.

3. Declaration to be made by Moder-
ators on dissolving said Synods.

4. When and where Union should be
consummated.

5. Proceedings connected with the act
of consummation.

6. Mode of constituting United Synod,
until a Moderator is appointed.

7. Appointment of Moderator and
Clerk or Clerks.

8. Rules by which United Synod is to
be guided until a system of Polity is
adopted.

_ 9. Public demonstration or Jemonstra-
tions. .

10. Disposition to be made of Official
Records of the several Churches.

11. Reception of Delegates from other
Churches.

12. Missionary Meeting.
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13. Observance of the Lord’s Supper.

14. Counstitution of the New General
Assembly.

15. Definition ot Boundaries of Synods
and Presbyteries.

16. Appointment of Committees on
the folfowing items of business:—

{1 IHome >dissiuns. (2) Forcign Mis-
sions. (3} French Canadian Missions.
{4) Theological Education. {5) Church
Potity. (6} Thanksgiving Effort. (7)
Ministers’ Widows and Orphans’ Fund.
(8) Aged and Infirms Ministers’ Fund. (9}
Scholarships and Bursaries. (10) Corres-
pondence with other Churches. (11) Fi-
nance. {12} Official Magazines. Said
Committees to he appointed as soon as pos-
sible after the United Synod is constituted,
and report before ihe rising of the Synod.

Tue Recepriox CoMMITTEE, con-
sistin%}of the minister and represcata-
tive Elder of each congregation in the
eity, is charged with the special duty of
providing for the suitable entertainment
of the strangers that shail be within their
gates during the meetings of the Synod;
the Rev. W. M. Black, convener; the
Rev. Robert Laing and Mr. James
Riddell, the Clerical and Lay Seeretar-
ies. It will greatly promote their labour
of love if immeuajate answers are sent to
the eirculars which they bhave issued.

g
THANKSGIVING,

FOR PROGRESS IN AND PROSPECT OF
GNION.

The Moderators of the Symod of the
Maritime Proviaces in connection with the
Church of Scotiand, and of the Synod of the
Lower Proviuces, haviag had their atten-
tion called to the propriety of a gratefu! ac-
knowledgment by our peoplegenerally of the
gooduess of God, ia guiding thus far in our
union negotiations, and in securing the
necdfal legislation, and also in giving us
the prospect of a speedy and harmonious
coosummation of our yearnings for Unien
in the moutk of June, have agreed to re-
quest the ministers aed  sessions of the ne-
gotiating bodies in the Maritime Provinees,
to afford their people  an opportanity. for
simaltaneous thanksgiving to God. and
praver for the special outpouriag of Lis
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Spirit upon our Churches, and to name for
that purpore a suitable time.

Owing to tho lateness of the season, and
the presvure of spring work, it would nut
be wise to ask our people to assemble for
this purpose or s workine day, wud we
therefore recomemend that such thanksgive
ing an¢ prayer should be preseated on the
Lord’s Day; and in the expectation that
the uncgotinting churches in QOntario and
Quebec will unite with us, we name the
fast Sabbath of May, prior to which our
request can reach the Moderators of those
Bodies, and intimation,should they approve,
he given within their bounds.

Without wishing to limit such thenks-
giving and prayer to any day or week, we
o hereby respectfully and affectionately
request our brethren throughout the Mari-
time Provinces, to invite their congregations
on the day named, the last Sabbath of
May, to join in thaunksgiving t0 Ged for
His guiding hand upoa us thas far, and in
carnest prayer for a Baptism of the IHoly
Spirit, that we may be truly of one mind
and of one heart to exalt our common
Lord.

Troxas DrNcay,
toderator of Synod of Maritime Provinces,
in con. with the Ch. of Sc.
Perer G. MacGrrcos,
Moderator of Synad of the Lower Provinces

QT

REV. MR. GOODWILL.

By a private letter from Mr. Goodwill)
Mated  Emerald Hill, January,” we are
sorry to learn that he and Mrs. Goodwill
and their vhild have all suffered in heahth
since leaving Santo. The change from the
hot eservating climate of Santo to even the
mild climate of Australia has been too
much for them ; and their medical advisers
say that they shovld not return to Nova
Scotia fur a few years. However, he says
that he has written to the Secretary that
“ we shall, if possible, leave for homeceither
in March or April (via San Francisco), so
- to arrive in the begioning of the Sum-
mer, and before the Union takes place,” at
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the consummation of which he desires to be
preseat.

We shall all welcome our dear brother
hack. Ue exposed himsclf too much in
the difficult work be lad to do: and sines
the Master has shown that it was not His
will that lie should continue in the New
Hebrides, we doulit not that He has cven
moye important work tor Hiw here.

B s o e
SYNOD FUND-

Special efforts, we trust, have been made
in ali our congregations to ensme enlargrcd
contributions toward the Synod Fund,
The ordinary charges upon this Fund are
travelling expenses of members to and from
Syunod, printing of Synedical documents,
Clerk’s salary, &c. This vear travelling
expenses will average five or six times more
than usual, and a correspondingly increased
contribution shouid be given.

Pt
SABBATH SGHOOL ASSOGIATIONS.

Subbath School work has of late years
become so systematic, and now forms so
large a part of regular Church work, that
Associations have sprung into existence
whose operationsextend over large portions
of the Charch, and even whole districts, ir-
respective of denominational distigctions.
Thus we have the Halifax and Dartmouth
Sabbath School Association, whose meet-
ings are held quarterly ; and reports are re-
ceived from the Superintendents of all the
Sabbath Schools in the two cities, showing
the general statistics of the schools. Ad-
dresses on practical subjects, and co'versa-
tions, alwavs form a part of the proceedings,
thereby disseminating an amount of infor.
mution regarding the mode ot teacking, the
best ways of rendering the work wore pro-
fitable to teacher and scholar, ete., which
would otherwise probably be lost to many.
We should like to give a synopsis of the
returns presented, out space will not allow
it ; but we do take plearuro in saying thas
St. Andrew’s, Halifax, has taken the lead,
for six mouths, in point of attendance, and
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consequently been awarded the position of
No. 1.

We romember the time—for it s only a
few years back—when the Church of Scot-
land in Halifax had an Association of its
own, composed of five schools, and through
whose agency the united charge of Rich-
mond and North West / rm has heen added
to our list of congregations. If it has an
existence now, we arc not aware of it; at
any rate, it has ceased to meet as an organ.
ization. It is to be regretied that a Society
20 nseful to the Church should be .llowed
to suspend operations, for the essays read
and friendly discussions at its regular meet-
ings, were a source of much profit to indi-
vidaal teachers, and the mission work ac-
complished by its members has certainly
given the Charch 2 name and an influence
in parts that had Leen destitute of ordi-
nances.

We notice that there is in commnection
with our Church in Moatreal, a similar
Association, whose seventeenth annual meet-
ing was held in St. Paal's Church School
room on the evening of the 2nd March,
with a very large attendance. Dr. Murray,
the President of the Association, occupied
the chair, and instructive aadresses were
delivered by the Rev. Geo. H. Wells, of the
American Charch, Rev. J. F. Stephenson,
Congregational, and Rev. J. S. Black, of
Erskine Charch. The choir of St. Paul’s
Church, under the direction of Mr. Davies,
supplied appropriate music, which was ren-
dered in such a way as contributed very
much to the interest of the occasion. The
report was read by Mr. Alex. Stewart, the
Secretary. It stated the number of schools
under the auspices of the Association to be
seven in number, namely, St. Andrew’s,
St. Paul’s, St. Gabriel's, St. Matthew’s, St.
Mark’s, Victoria, East-End. The number
of teachers in these schools is 158, aand of
scholars 1186. There are 2980 volumes in
their libraries, and the aggregate of collec-
tions for missionary purposcs last year was
$543.72. This Association was first formed
on 5th April, 1858. At the close of its first
year it bad only four schools, 61 teachers,
and 240 scholars on the Roll.
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A PLEA FOR ONARITY.

The Rev. Mr. Macrae, in concluding
a recent lecture in his own church (new
St. Stephen’s. N. B.), made the follow-
ing remarks:

As Protestants, we occupy a position
similar to that of the party calling iteelf
by the name of Paul, at Corinth. We
are toward our less enlightened brethren
in the community around us, as were
they toward their less enlightened breth-
ren. We are frce from many things
which we deem idle, even hurttul, super-
stitions. Aguinst these we protest. But
remember that simplf' to protest against
error is not necessarily to be reverential
toward truth. We may denounce the
wrong without practising the right.
Protesting as such is merely a negative
thing. There must be, also, positive
princiP\e, humility, reverence for truth
and God, love to man; else by merely
protesting, we are creating a desert
where before there was growth of some
sort. And further, guard against the
spirit of mockery. Ridicule has been
termed the test of truth; but it may be
carried too far. Ridicule may rouse to
inquiry, but, also, it may excite hatred
and burning indignation. Not by ridi-
cule was the power of the gospel extend-
ed of old. Not by sarcasm are the
drowning r 1 or the wounded heal-
ed. Against doctrine tending to immo-
rality of conduct all weapons are lawful.
Against scruples of conscience, doctrinal
errors, forms and ceremonies, let not the
weapons of ridicule be directed. Let
Paul’s tenderness be our example.  Life
is too short for any one to succeed in the
vain attempt to bring all to one mind
about forms of belief, and scruples of
conscience, and systems of worship; but
the very meaning of life for man is to
manifest the spinit of love to God and his
fellows. That spirit can operate under
endlessly diversified conditions and cir-
cumstances. That light can be kindled
on many a hearth, and illuminate much
strange confusion and darkness. It is
the source of order, the bond of unity,
the fouatain of strength, the pe- ce of
the universe, the heaven of the Christian.
Let us strive to acquire clearness of vis-
ion, enlightenment, * knowledge.” We
cannot acquire too much. The feld,in
this sense, also, is the world. Let us
scale the heights of all error and lock out
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into the clear blue atmosphere of truth,
but as we rise to higher attainments let
us sec to it that we do not divest our-
sclves of that robe of humility which in
the sight of God is of priceless value.
St. Paul was eminently the apostle of
literty. You cannot devote yourselves
to the perusal and reperusal of his epis-
tles without imbibing a freedom from all
forms of superstition. But mark that
while his burning intcllect was consumn~
ing all error, and irradiating the whole
ex[mnse of Christian truth, his heart not
only retained its graces, but deepened in
reverence from day to day. And that
apostle whose knowledge was so bound-
less, and so comprehensive, is also the
Apostle who has sung insweetest strains
the praises of Christ-like Charity; who
has told us that, in comparison with
charity, not only is all knowledge no-
thing—it is less than nothing—for know-
ledge shall vanish away—Charity abid-
eth ever.

And how may we attain to and main-
tain it? Thus: « To us there is but one
God—the Father.” Be children of your
Father in Heaven. And thus: « To us
there is but one Lord Jesus Christ, by
whom are all things and we by Him.”
Meditate on this mystery of the Saviour’s
love. Think, what were all our know-
ledge in comparison with His, the Crea-
tor. Think, had He disdained us, our
tathers, the world of man—on account

of that world’s ignorance, vileness, shame .

—what then ? How then have achieved
our emancipation to the boasted 19th
centurycivilization?  Where, then, that
Spirit and Comforter, by whom we are
being taught all things, and having all
things brought to our remembrance ?
“We by Him;" redeemed by Hiwm,
brought to God and the Father by Him.
When the temptation is strong to ridi-
cule what we deem some idle scruples,
some error of one who, in our eyes, is
weak,—think that such as He, Christ,
came to seek and save,—that more than
all systems of theology, all clearness of
kuowledge, all attainments of specula-
tive trath, is a single man. The Scrip-
tures, and all that the Scriptures con-
tain, exist for man. The soul will be
but beginning its existence, so to speak,
when all knowledge of the present shall
seemto be but tales of children—dreams,
shadows, symbols, to be laid aside and
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forgotten. And when we como to our
dying bour, as come we swiftly shall,
mure precious to our memories will be a
single cup of cold water, given in the
name ot our Lord and Master, than the
kuowledee of Solomon without humility,
the liberty of Britain without veverence,
:hc comprehension of an angel without
uve.

A 8
L -

REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN THE E'ST OF
NOYA SGOTIA

The promise in last month’s Record of a
continuation of the jottings on this suhject
require me to speak now more particularly
of Tatamagouche, Earltown, Pictou, &c.
In none of these places have I beeun privi-
leged to see so much of the Lord’s great
work as in River John, but, aided by infor-
mation gathered from others, I shall try to
give readers, in places not yet similarly
blessed, sufficient to stir them up to praise
and prayer.

The Rev. T. Sedgwick, of Tatamagouche,
had come to River John, scen the work
there, and joyously aided in it. Returning
home he had told his people what he had
witnessed, and this, together with tidings of
the work in Antigonish and New Glasgow,
had increased the desire they already felt
for similar blessing, and encouraged them:
to expect a specdy answer to their prayers
for it. Special meetings were presently
held and continued every night, and some-
times during the day, *for three weeks,”
(I quote trom Mr. Sedgwick) * when they
were brought to & close not so much from
abate nent of interest as from sheer phy-
gical inability to carry them on. The at.
tendance from the outset was Inrge, averag-
ing, I should say, upwards of five hundred
every night, the church generally being fill-
ed to its unnost capacity. We had also
meetings for prayer during the day, which
were well attended. For the first week I
wus alone, though most effectively assisted
by my elders and others of the congrega-
tion. We had the timely and valuable
assistancc of the Revd. Alex. Stirling,
(who was with us about a week in all)
the Rev. H. B. McKay, the Rev. J. F.
Campbell, and the Rev. John Munro,
who came to us one and all in the fuloess
of the blessing of the gospel of peace, and
of whose scrvices we desire to make special
and grateful mention.

K And now a word as to the meansemploy-
ed’at those meetings. They were in no dy -
gree of a sensational kind. First of all,
the word was preached, plainly, faithfully,
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and we cannot help adding, for it is true,
in many cases powerfully ; then followed a
short prayer-meeting, and lastly a meeting
for enquirers, at which all were invited to
remain who were anxious about the satva-
tion of their souls. The only innovations,
if they can be said to be such, were the
presentation of special requests for prayer,
and the invitation given to persons feeling
their special need of prayer to stand u
during the singing of a psalm, after whicll:
prayer was oficred on their behalf, which
invitation, we may say, wason all ovcasions
very largely responded to.

*“ W.e conversed during these three weeks
with about one hundred ditferent individuals
on the subject of personal religion, and with
many of them more than once, not a few of
whom I am persuaded have been led to the
Saviour ; while altogether apart from this,
widespread -teligious impressions have been
made, the fruit of which, I believe, will bye
and bye appear. And in & word I may
say that the people of God have been, in a
very marked manner, quickened and revived.
A new song has been put into the mouths
of many, and they have hecn made to feel,
as perhaps they never did before, the bless-
edness of the man who maketh the Lord
his trust.

“1 will only add that the good work has
not altogether ended. Three prayer-meet-
ings are held each week, the attendance at
which-is exceedingly encouraging, and from
wha: I.know already I am led to expect a
large addition to the fellowship of the
Charch.

¢ On the 'whole, then, we have reason to
thank God and to take courage. We have
seen enough to warrant us in believing that
the Lord has come among us as He never
did before. May He abide with us, and,
knowing how essential His countenance
wth us is, may we he above all things soli-
ci.ous to hold Him fast and refuse to let
Him go.”

The painful thing is that such a work
should cease so soon through wunt of in-
struments to carry it on. Of old the oil
ceased to flow only when there were no
more vessels to receive it (2 Kings 4: 6),
but in that case so many had been provided
by borrowing from neighbours, that the
widow had sufficient oil for all her need.
In this case-the vessels of the house were
filled—the labours of Mr. Sedgwick and
the workers of his-own congregation were
abundantly blessed—the borrowed vessels
were also filled, and the welfare of the con-

gation has been promoted accordingly ;

ut why did the vil cease so soon? Could
no more of the neighbours have lent their
vessels for a little while? Ah! they might
not only have thus greatly benefitted those
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whose good they sought, but some of the
oil might have remained in the vesscls
when they were returned—the carnest of
further biessing to themselves.

EARLTOWN.

The news of the wonderful works the
Lord was doing in River John, New Glas-
gow, &c., reached Earltown, and, as usual,
this aroused the Lord’s people there to

reater longings and efforts to vbtain simi-
ar favours. Special mectings were lheld
for prayer and preaching of the truth.
The Rev. Mr. McColl was confined to the
house by illness, and, though interested in
the work and warm in his expressions ot
gratitude to such of his brethren as conld
come to he, in & manner, his substitutes, he
was unable to go out and labour in it him-
self. ‘The burden therefore fell almost en-
tirely on the Rev. Wm. Grant. Others,
indeed, came to his relief, but yet the labour
devolviug on him was most exhausting,
and certainly could not have been sustained
by him as it has, but for the abundant
b{eesing which was quickly vouchsafed, and
the joy which was thus afforded. No full
accounts have reached me of late, but I
know that Mr. Stirling has been abundant
in labours there as in so mauny other places
—happy man! and that Mr. McKay and
Mr. McCunn, from River John, have both
shared in the delightful toil. X was able to
spend only one night there. The work still
goes on, a3 it does also at

WEST BRANCH OF RIVER JOHN, AND LO°
GANVILLE,

which are in the sams district. It is said
that the work at Loganville is specially
hopeful. Not far from these pluces is

ROGER'S HILL OR 8COTBBURN,

of which Rev, J. W. Fraser and Rev. Mr.
Stirling are pastors. Meetings have also
been held there, and at NorTH SHOSE, 8
part of Mr. Fraser's charge. In both, ihe
indications at the beginning were encourag-
ing—in the latter, particularly so—and th3
is almost as far as my kuowledge goes.
PICTOU.

For more than a year the ministers of
Pictou town have been meeting every Sa-
turday evening to pray for the outpouring
of the Holy Spirit. About a year ago the
wministers, and the Young Men’s Christian
Association, began a Union prayer-meeting,
which continued to be held weekly. Dur-
ing the Week of Prayer, of coursethe meet-
ings were nightly, and special meetings
were held for some time after. But it was
not till the end of February that, encou-
raged by the tokens in- Antigonish, New
Glasgow and River John,where God was vi-
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siting His people to hless them, the brethren
resolved to hold union meetings nightly,
instead of weekly. ¢ The attendance and
interest increased,”’ writes a correspondent
to the Record of the sister Church. “ On
Sabbath the fourtecnth, being the com.
mencement of the third weck, there was
uncominon earncstness depicted in the coun-
tenances of the crowds of people of all ages
that sattended the ordinary and extraordi.
nary meetings. There was then and at
subsequent mectings an awful stillness, as
if the people were atraid to breathe. Be-
fore this there were some requests for pray-
er, presented in various ways, and a few
enquirers remained after the meeting. But
from the middle of March, the requests for
praycer and the enquivers became more and
more numerous, so that it was found neces-
sary to classify both. . . . A scparate
class or meeting was institnted for those
who, to the best of their knowledge of them-
selves, are believers, which in the course of
three weeks increased to ten times its first
size, or more. Thesc arc addressed in terms
suitable to their state, and exhorted to grow
ingrace. The enquirers properly so catled
are formed into smali clusses, as in Sab-
hath schools, and personally examined and
instructed. Tlhey are very numerous, and
very various both in knowledge aud
character.

Besides the ministers, there are several
Christian men and women engazed with
these groups of enquirers for an hour or
more after the distnivsal of the general
meeting. This is a very difficult work and
requires much patience, as well as skill and
tact. . . The means employed are sub-
stantially the ordinary ones—the Word of
God and prayer—but it might be said in an
ertraordinary manner. The prayers are
more pointed and brief—the praises more
hearty, simple and lively. . . The mar-
row of the Gospel is in great repute.

Immediate closing with Christ on Gos-
pel terms i3 in the forefront of all the ex-
hortations given. ‘The works of men
themselves are, with preachers and people,
like the notes of broken banks—those that
know the real state of affairs and the hope-
lessuess of the concern, throwing them
away as useless, and the rest troubled with
grievous misgivings about the value of their
old treasure. Butthe work of Christ is
very highly thought of by all; even those
who do not yet depend thereon for salva-
tion, belicve it to be most excellent, and
would fain borrcw therefrom to make up
fur their own shortcomings. The fact is,
Christ and His work, with saints and sin-
ners, stand pre-eminent. . . Good works
flowing fi om life treely received, not for life
to be by them carned, are insisted on.”
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And so the work goes on. Night after
night the church is erowded, and the num.
ber of the believers is increased. It is im-.
possible, in the time and space at my dis-

sal, to give anything like a fall account.

have seen an engraving of a drunken
man, lying in front of a rumseller's shop,
and on whom n wag hal fastened an ex.
temporised placard, ““ Specimen of the work
done inside.” And I have thought of it,
us I have looked at soine of those who have
been hrought from the power of Satan into
the Kingdom of God ,through these meetings.
They are specimens of the work done in-
side. The Inst mecting I had the happiness
of presiding over in Pictou was composed of
young men. Before addressing them, I in-
vited any who wished to do 50, to speak to
the praise of God's grace. ‘Fhe first whe
rose [ did not recognise, the second was an
intelligent Scotchman—an enginecr~—who,
till & few days hefore, had been employing
lus superior abilities in trving to persuade
others that there isno God. Now he spoke
in testimony that God is the Hearer of
Prayer, ‘The third began, “ You all know
what I have heen.” Poor fellow! He
had heen one of the miscrable captives of
the giant Intemperance, vainly struggling
to escape. Now he could thank God for
his salvation  As ifto answer the question,
Will it last ? after him rose one who had
been in the same sad condition, till the re-
vival which followed the Y. M. C. A. Con-
vention in Pictou, five years apo, since
which time he has been “ a new creature,”
a worker for Christ. Another was appa-
rently a man of good life, who had been
depending on his own righteousness, but
who had heen shown its filchiness, and was
now calmly and joyously resting in Christ
and Him alone. And such are others—the
intidel, the drunkard, the “fast” young
man, the scofter, the amiable and agreeahle,
but thoughtless, the moral and religious,
yet unregenerate; the old and young, the
educated and the ignorant, the intellectual
and the stupid—all ages and all classes.

So, too, in other places the work ad-
vances. Similar things are told of Suther-
land’s River, Vale Colliery, Cape John, and
other places around Pictou, River John,
New Glasgow, and farther East.

It is essentially the same in all—a great
work of God at which we ave filled both
with awe and 1ejoicing. s it, then, really
a work of God ¢ That ungodly men have
delighted to deny it, i3 only what was 10
be cxpected, and is an evidence inits favour,
but ¢ven some good wen have been sus-
picious of it. It inust be beeause they were
not fully informed regarding it. Begin.
ning and continuing with earnest, believing
prayer for the Holy Spivit, cairied on uy
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the iastrumentality of the truth, and result-
1 g in the turning of many from sin to
God, and in their bringing forth the fruits
of the Spirit, whose work s it? Compare
Mutt. 12: 22.33.  Beware of opposirg it in
word or deed, lest haply ye be found fight-
ing against Gad, Beware even of simply
ignoring it. Remember that Meroz was
cursed not for doing wrong, but for doing
nothing ; he fought not against God. but he
came not up to His help. The work is
great, let all help in it—every believer, and
not the minister alone. **Let him that
heareth, ray come.” And let us help each
other. 'The Master’s great estate has many
fields. Not equally ripe is the harvest in
all.  When, therefore, the grain is dropping
in some, let the husbandman in charge ot
the others, hasten to aid their overwrought
brethren, assured that meanwhile the sun
will not forzet to shine on their own fields.
Presently their reaping timne will come too,
and then their brethren will be moveable
and more ready to grive them necded help.
Caution is nceded? Yes, doubtless, bhut
there is such a thing as being so cautious
as to accomplish nothing.

The true way is to work with all our
might, use truth as our instrument, and in
earnest, believing prayer, commit the whole
matter to God, for gnidance as well as for
success. So, too, where the great work
has not yet visibly begun, let all be earnest-
ly praying for it. If earthly fathers will
not give a stone, a serpent, or a scorpion,
in answer to their children’s ery for food,
still less will our Heavenly Father send us
what would injure us when we pray for His
Spirit.  And let us scek to put away from
us whatever would hinder Him from visit-
ing us. J.F.C.

<=

Auticles Selected.

Ministers’ Stipends in the Church
of 8cotland.

The following interesting analysis of
the Parliamentary Returns as to minis-
ters’ stipends in the Church of Scotland
has been given by one of the daily news-
p“ll’."s —

l:¢ return contains only the e parishes
in which the stipend iz paid by means of
teinds; and, consequently, does not em-
brace either the town charges, which are
paid out of town funds, or the quoad
sacra churches. The number of minis-
terial charges ‘n the return is 906, of
which 51 are blanks, the stipends not
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being given. The quoad sacra parishes,
not included, number 203. The town
pavishes amount to 56 in all, of which
about 10 are inclu:led. as paid by teinds,
A considerable amount of interest at-
taches in these days to the pecuninry
pasition of the clergy, and it may be
worth a little trouble to note some ot the
prominent facts.

Of the 855 charges returned, the
average value, if we include the esti-
mated rental of the manse, is £340; if
we exclade that, itis £314, the manse
thus averaging £26.  Still, excluding
the manse, there are 123 charges re-
turne.l as worth less than £200 a year:
and only 38 as worth more than £500.
Nuither of these, however, fairly repre-
sents the Church. The omission of the
quoard sacra parishes reduces the number
of the former, and, to a less extent, the
latter also; while the omission of the 44
town parishes. containing 11 Edinburgh
churches with more than £500, mate-
rially affucts the latter. It happens also
that in the blanks three of the largest
livings in the Church appear—North
and South Leithand Govan. We should
be inclined to estimate that there are
200 livings in the Church not worth
more than £200 a ycar, some having
and some not having a manse; and pro-
bably 65 having, more than £500 a year.
Only one charge in the Church (includ-
ing manse) dips down below £150, but
several touch £160; and only one of
tho<e reported riscs above £1000, though
half-a-dozen  of these returned, and
several which are not, border on either
side of £800.

On the whole, the livings are better
than have been supposed ; and though no
little hardship must be experienced in
some parishes where the size of the sti-
pend does not bear due comparison with
that of the family. vet an average coun-
try living in the Established Church,
even yet, must be not a bad harbour of
refure from the stormy world. The
number of communicants returned to
Parliament last year was, if we remem-
ber aright, 460,000; and the number of
adherents of all ages was estimated at
about 1,400,000. Taking the preeent
return, and estimating for the 249 par-
ishes not inclu:led, the pastoral supervis-
ion of the Established Church is secured
at a cost of £355,904, which, to reduce
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it to the lowest and most intelligible
figure, is somewhere about 58. a head.

The returns also enable us for the first
time of’ late ycars to compare approxi-
mately the livings of the Church with
those of other Churches. The three
Churches with which it may be thus
brought into comparison are the two
large Dissenting Churches in Seotland
and the Established Church of England.
The Free Church last year had * parti-
cipating in the Sustentation Fund” 957
ministers (of whom 43 were colleagues
and successors), anid the entire amount
of stipend paid, including the above fund,
and £50,592 of congregational supple-
ments, gave an average for each minister
of £196. Taking those only who re-
ceived the full amount of equal dividend,
and dividing the whole supplement
among them, their average would be
£215. A very larwe wajority of the
Free Church ministers (about 620 pro-
bably) must therefore be under £200.
There are a few large livings in the
towns. In the yjear 1869, a statement
was made by a Free Church minister
(in a pamphlet) that there were 4 con-
gregations which paid their ministers
£600 a year, and 32 at and over £400.
In tve U. P. Church, including England
and Ireland, the total fund divisible for
stipend last year was about £120,000,
and the average sum paid to her minis-
ters was £216. The Church of Eng-
land, of course, presents us with mue
larger totals, but even it falls below the
average of what is called the poorer
Establishment in the North. The entire
stipends of the Euglish Church clergy
were over four millions steriing; but
these bejng divisible among 13,271 bene-
fices, produced an average sum to each
of £311.  This does not include parsen-
ages. More than a third of the livin
(1548) were under £200 a year; nearly
a half (6407) were between £200 and
£500; there were 1902 upwards of £500;
and the remainder were aot specified.
On the whole, then, the Church of Scot-
land heals the list with (excludin
m:msos? an average of £314 ; the Chure
of England comes next with an average
of £311; the U. P. next with £216; and
the Free Church with an average over-
head of £196, or for her equal dividend
ministers of £215.

The claims for compensation und:r
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the Patronage Act, though not yet fully
made un, mast amount to a goodly sum.
None of the 1arger patrons have claimed,
except Lord Zetland, whose livings are
for the most part small, and many ot
them on the Exctequer, which will
greatly reduce the sums payable.  The
Dukes of Bucclench, Argyll, Sutherland,
and Hamilton have all waived their
rights, amounting to a sum of nearly
£30,000. The Earl of Mansfield ix &
large claimant, with not nearly so many
livings as Lord Zetland, though they are
of greater value. There are 626 livings
in the hands of private patrons.  Proba-
bly about 200 of these may be claimed
for. The amount payable 12 the stipend
derivable from teind alone, caleulated on
the average of the last three years. If
the 200 livings claimed for be of'the ave-
rage value (of fteind alone). the total
sum payable will be not far from £60,-
000. Thistalls to be paid as the pr vishes
beeyme vacant, and is then to be de-
ducted by four equal instalments from
the stipend of the newly-inducted minis-
ters for the first four yvears of their in-
cunbency. As about 40 parishes be-
co.ne vacant in the Church each year
out of 1200, it will be probably 30 years
before the payments become due, though
in some years they may be much heavier
than in athers. A good many of the
clai ns will possibly never be enforced.
The position of a patron who arrests a
fourth of the stipend for the first four
years will not be a pleasant one in the
parish, especially if he be resident.  The
burden of making up the loss to the
minister will always fall partly, and in
some cases chiefly, on the parisiioners
connected with the church; and the
levying of subsecriptions from compara-
tively poor men to pay for the sums
drawn by the lord of the manor, will in
many cases be shrunk from by a graceful
retreat. At thesame time, the patron is
entitle to full payment; and it would ill
become those who have long demanded
the boon they have now received to

udge the price they have to pay for it.
%e suppose a fund will be raised in the
Church at large to meet the claims, in
accordance with what was understood to
be a promise of last General Assembly.
—H. and F. Record.




A Model Prayer-Meeting.

Lately the writer had an opportunity
of attending a prayer-meeting in the
23rd Street Presbyterian Chureh, New
York, the plan of which might be copied
with great advantage by our congrega-
tions generally.

At the close of the evening public ser-
vice, a goodly number adjourned into
the school room of the Church, through
the doors on each side of the pulpit, and
an elderly gentleman took charge of the
meeting, who, I was informed, had been
converted only a few months. There
were six short prayers and three short
addresscs, interspersed with sinzing—one
or two verses some seven times—the
whole occupyingabout 36 minutes. The
prayersand addresses occupicd only about
THREE MINUTES EACH.  They general-
Iy related to some one topic—a short
address <iving an account of one or more
cases of conversion—in answer to prayer
offered on their behalf. A request for
prayer for some one, briefly stating the
merits of the case, or secking to stir up
all to greater devotedness by recalling
their obligations, and the goodness of
God to them in the past. There was a
warmth and variety and freshness about
the mceting, which quickened all hearts,
and made them feel it is good for us to
be here. How much better than the
long prayers, which we often hear,
ranging over the whole history of man,
and perhaps telling God a great deal
about the doctrines of the Bible, but not
about our own weakness and wants, and
humbly and earncestly presenting our de-
sires for the blessings now specially need-
ed by us.

I here append a short American
tractate, whose aim is to stir up the peo-
ple to attend the prayer-mecting called
* The Hour of Prayer”

THE AOUR OF PRAYER.
A Pastor’s Invitation.

“ Midway between the Sabbaths the |

Church has appointed an hour for social
prayer and praise.

“ Your Pastor is exceedingly desirous
that you should be a habitual attendant
upon this wmecting, for the following,
among other reasons :

1. Your presence there will greatly
encourage and aid your Pastor.

* The Pulpit needs to be strongly re-
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infurced by the united prayers of the
whole Church.

“ Brethren, pray for us, that the word
of the Lord may have free course and be
glorified.”

« 2. The Prayer Meecting is the place
of power in the Church.

* These all continued with one accord
in prayer and supplication with the
women, and Mary the mother of Jesus,
and with Iis brethren.”

“ And when the day of Pentecost was
fully come, they were all with one accord
in one place.”

«3. The Church Prayer Mleeting i
the place for the development and ex-
pression of Christian sympathy.

“ Let us consider one another to pro-
voke unto love and to gooll works; not
forsaking the assembling of ourselves to-
gether, as the manner of sowme is; but
exhorting one another; and so much the
more as ye see the day approaching.”

«“4. At the Prayer Mecting you arc
likely to meet Jesus.

% You, yourself, need the sustenance
and stimulant that a habitual attendance
at the prayer-meeting is likely to afford

ou.
“We would see Jesus.” “Did not
our hearts burn within us while He talk-
ed with us hy the way, and while He
opened to us the Scriptures ?”

5. The Prayer Meeting will help you
amid the cares, anxicties, business and
temptations of the week.

« Come untome, all ye that labor and
are heavy laden, and I will give ou
rest.”

6. Our Lord himself needs just such
manifested sympathy as is afforded by a
genera! attendance at the Praver Meet-
ing.

“ What! could ye not watch with me
one hour!”

Then, come to the prayer-mecting.
For your Paster’s sake ; For the Church’
sake; For your own sake; for Christ™
sake.

CoME -—Habitually, cheerfully, hun-
bly, prayerfully, asking, *Lord, what
wilt thou have me to do ¥” and God will
hear and bless.

« Cowe thou with us and we will do
thee good, for the Jord hath spoken
goodd concerniug Israel.”

If at any time providentially hindered
from attending the Praycer Meeting, do
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not forget to meet us in spirit at the
¢ Mercy Seat.”
Prayer is the Christian‘s vital breath,
The Christian’s native air;
His watchword at the gates of death;
He enters heaven with prayer.

Prayer is the contrite sinner's voice,
Returning from his ways;

While angels in their sonygs rejoice,
And ery,—** Behold e prays!™

O, Thou by whom we come to God,—
‘The Life, the Truth, the Way!
The path of prayer Thyself hast trod.
Lord! teach us how to pray.
DiFFICULTIES. — 1. Business Hin-
drances. “ Seek ye first the kingdom of
God, and His righteousness; and all
these things shall be added unto you.”
+ Neither will I offer burnt offerings
unto the Lord My Gud, of that which
does cost me nothing.”
* The Life is more than meat.”
2. Inabilily to speak or pray in meet-
ing. * She hath done what .he could.”
“ Perhaps you can sing, at least you
can come with a prayerful heart. If
you attempt to speak for Jesus you may
find God's promise to Moses fulfilled to
you,—
¢ T will be with thy mouth and teach
thee what thou shalt say.”
SuGGFEsTIONS.—To make the prayer-
meeting interesting and profitable, there
are required :
Previous preparation, in wmind and
beart.
Promptness in attendance and service.
Compactness in sitting.
Brerity in prayer and remark.
Heartiness in singing.
e
Variety in the exercises.
Waiting not for others to speak or
pray.
Cordiality in greetings, and especially
ini the greeting of strangers.
The presence of Christ, and the In-
duwelling of the Holy Ghost.

The Peasant Converted.

The following narrative, from the pen
of Rev. Jawes Stevenson, presents, in
the form-of facts and incidents, occur-
ring in connection with the prosecution
of Home Mission work in Dublin, Ireland,
last ycar, a distinct view of the way into
Romanism, and of the way out of it, to
the truth and the peace, which those
who know a little of the Word of God,
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and very little of the Romish contro-
versy, may easily comprebend. It illus-
trates some features of the system of
Romanism with which many may not be
familiar, and also shows how, to & cer-
tain class of minds, 1t holds out attrac-
tions that operate like a spell, while at
the same time it fails to give the true
and solid satisfuction which it seemed at
first to promise. 'The story runs thus:

Some yvears ago a young woman came
to Dublin on a visit to her sister, who had
for some time beeu in delicate health. This
illness proved long and serious, and her
visit was consequently extended long be-
yond her original intention. It was in
connection with this illness that my ac-
quaintance with her began; and the im-
pression I formed of her character may be
ioferred from the fact, that it was in her
anxiety about her sister’s spiritual welfare
that she first came to me. She believed
that her sister was dyinyg, but feared she
was not prepaved ; aad her wish was that I
should come and converse with her plainly
on the all-important matter while she was
able to attend to it. This request I of
coursc complied with, and my visits to this
iavalid continucd with varying frequency
for years—umiil, in fact, her illness ended
in death, when I believe she departed 1o be
with Christ, which is far better. Mean-
while, however, the sister who invited e
to the house disappearcd from my view.—
Though within doors when I crlled, she
never staved to speak with me, as had been
her wont at first.. If in the room when I
ckanced to enter, she immediately left it,
scarcely waiting to exchange a word.

For a time, no notice was taken of this
strange conduct, and no explanation given.
By and by, however, it came out that she
had joined the Church of Rome, had been
re-baptized, and had formally renounced
the taith in which she had been brought up !
And, both to indicate the antipathy of her
own mind, and to give effect to an order of
those by whom stie was guided, she acted
towards me in the wa I have stated. That
order was, not to have any counversation
with me on the subject o{ her religious
change, lest she should be shaken in her
decision; ahd to avoid me. With her
friends she did converse freely after a time,
and indced she did her utmost to bring
them t0 her own views; but with me, the
clergyman, she was to have nothing to say
whatever. A common instruction this, let
me say in passing, not to converse with
minister, missionary, or Scripture reader,
20 that very many Roman Catholics are
afraid to be observed doing 80, and the way
of access to them is, on this account, all
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but completely closed. Years rolled away
before I' had an opportunity of speaking
with this young woman again, and that op-
portunity occurred after the death of her
sister, and shortly before she left this city
for another part ot the country.’

During these years she had gone from
one extreme to another, not rapidly nor
thoughtlessly, but with much mental con-
flict, and gradually. First, in her new-born
zeal for the Roman Catholic faith, she was
extreme. She was a complete devotee.
The priests of acertain leading chapel, and
the system of doctrine and worship of their
Church, had perfect mastery over her. Her
hatred of Protestantism was intense.—
Everything was subordinated to her religi-
ous duties—she was ready to sacrifice father,
mother, sister, brother, vea herself, for her
religion. Every one of these relatives, as
she had opportunity, she tried to convert to
the faith she had espoused, and often did
she say she was certain they would all see
their error, as she had done herself. She
was much made of by the priests, who in
her case remitted the payments in money
which are always cxacteg ; for at this time
she had no moncy of her own, and none ot
her friends wonld give her any for these
Eurposa. She could sing well, and gave

er assistance in the choir. Most devoted-
ls{' in fact, did she give every gift of service

e possessed.

All her friends stood out against her—
not persecuting her, certainly, but discou-
raging her in every other way. Her father,
an elder in one of our charches in Scotland,
was all but broken-hearted, and, while all
were grieved, some were ashamed of her.
She at last resolved to enter a convent, and
without introduction presznted herself at
the door of one of these establishments, as
it were, friendless and Sennilcss, asking ad-
mittance as a sister.  On hearing her story
and learning about her connections, she
was, with much manifestation of affection
and charity, admitted—taken in, that is to
say, as a novice, and put io training for the
honour of sisterhood. I well remember her
sister giviog me an account of how this step
almost crushed her spirit, and how she went
herself to the convent to see her, and if
rssible to persuade her to return to her

riends and her home. But no; she had
resolved to shut herselt oot from the world,
and lay her life on the altar. * Now she
had found a heme, bright and happy; and
the question was not whether she was will-
ing to remain in it, bat whether she would
be permitted to stay.” Aund yet it was
while living in this iastitution that her
steadfastness began to give way, and new
light, or rather the old light, visited her
soul. The story of her experience here,

THE MONTHLY RECORD OF

were it fully told, which I am not compe-
tent to do, would, I am sure, be perused
with interest and "profit. One thing, how-
ever, is clear, that she was too conscientious,
and too clear as to her personal responsi-
bility to God, to be a good Romanist any-
where. Gradually the whole system lost
its charm; the spell was broken, and she
resolved to return to the world, though not
a3 yet to renounce Romanism, or re-espouse
the faith of her youth. That, however, fol-
lowed ; and after vears of the most sinccre,
devout, and, I might add, most unquestion-
inz consecration of mind and life to the
Roman Catholic Church, she ubandoned it
as a monster of imposition and hollowness,
all the more hateful for the veil it threw
over her eves and the tyranny it exercised
over her soul.

It was after this conversion that I saw
and conversed with her. It is years ago
now, but from notes taken by me at the
time in rehearsing come parts of our con-
versation, I am able to vouch for the accu-
racy of what I now state, and much more,
did space permit. My inquiries bore chief-
ly on two points, viz., I1st, What induced
her to go over to the Church of Rome ? and
2und, What led her to lesve it ?

WHY A ROMANIST ?

On the first point her answers were clear
and explicit. In substance it was this-
she felt she must do something hersels for
her own salvation, and in the Charch of
Rome she saw she had room for the indul-
g-ce of that feeling, which she had not in
our Church. To yield to this teeling be-
came a sort of necessity to her existence in
this world, and much to her obtaining the
life eternal. She must have a religion of
works ; but she did net see then., as she
does now, the difference between works of
oursin order to forgiveness of sin, and
works as the fruit of pardon through Jesus
Christ. This was her prime motive. Bat,
sabordinate to this, there were other influ-
ences that greatly weighed with her. She
liked the show—the outward show of the
Roman Catholic worship,—the dresses of
the priests, the decorations of the altar, the
candles, the incense, the ceremony, the
glitter, and all that sort of shing. The
apparent earnestuess of the worshippers,
too, im and attracted her. She
thought she had never seen anything bor-
dering on this amoug her DProtestant
friends ; and her idca was, that if she could
only attain to such earnestuness of soul as
she beheld in these people, she would be
happy. Another thing, too, that much
moved her was the kindoess shown to her
by Roman Cutholics—not the priests only,
but the people. Persons of good position
took notice of her, and showed in many
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ways their interest in her, inviting her to
their houses, and introducing her to their
friends; and all this because she was a con-
vert from Protestantism. This, she ac-
knowledges, went farther than she liked,
even at first. And by and by it became
positively distasteful to her to be always
introduced to new friends and acquaintances
as & convert from heresy to the true faith.
The way in which these various influenges
operated on & mind like hers has a lesson
for us all. But I pass from them to notice
the account given by ber of the way by
which her eyes were opened, and she began
to discover her miswake. Dissatisfaction
took the place of unquestioning acquies-
cence, confidence was turned into distrust.
The utter hollowness of the system filled
her with disgust, and she leftit asdecidedly
and openly as she had joined it, greatly to
the surprise and indignation of those she
had been mingling with, and who had
za@e so much of her under her new pro-
ssion.

WHY LEAVE THE CHURCH OF ROME ?

The process of return incladed in it such
stages and states as these :—Feeling that
she must do something of hersdlf to save
her soul as she had done from the first, and
carnest as she was to make her own doings
the grounds ot her hope, she yet never felt
that she had done enough to'sace her. At
night, after a hard day's work Jone in this
spirit, when sho Jay down she would say to
herself, *If this is the best I can do to keep
the law and please God, I would be afraid
to trust myself o it for my acceptsnce and
pardon.” And under this conviction she
would feel restiess and miscrable. It was
a f:eling that never forsook her entirely;
and it followed her, very much as Luther’s
did till he heard it whispered in his ear,
* The just shall live by faith.’

This was the first restoring influence.
Another was the low, the very low opinion
which she was soon led to form of the
pricsts. Whatshe says of their moral char-
acter I would not here repeat. or how she
thinks we would view them had we only
tcen them and known them as she had
done.  No language is too strong to ex-
press her contempt for them as a class. In
point of intellizence, she found them worse
cven than in the respect alluded to. Their
ignorance was astounding, and their chi-
canery and hypocrisy incredible. Take a
specimen or %0 : One time the subject talked
of was transubstautiation. She could not
understand or believe in this doctrine, and
stated her difficulties. These difficulties
the priest tried to avoid by generalities;
but when pressed closely, ge said, ¢ Well,
it is not necessary to believe that 1n order
0 be saved.’ ‘Butyour books say it is
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necessary,’ she replied. ¢ Oh, yes, ’ said the

riest, ‘ it is good for a certain class to be-
ieve it if they like, and we just let them
do so.” “But is not that hypocrisy and
deception, to say and teach and let others
believe what you don’t believe yourselves ?’
‘ Oh no,’ said the priest; ‘our Church says
it, and if we believe it because the Charch
says it, that is quite enough.’

Another time, the subject spoken of being
the word of God, ¢ What do you make of
the Bible?' she asked. *We have the
Bible,” was the answer, ‘but the Church
gives the definition and the interpretation,
and every one is not left to interpret as he
thinks fit, which is dangerous, and a sin.’
‘Well,’ she added, ¢ will you tell me where
1 will get the proper interpretation, for L
have never seen it, and would like to see
it” ‘No doubt,’ said the priest, ‘our
Church has it somewhere, and it is infal-
lible’ * Tell me where, and tell me also,
did yow ever see it 2’ ¢ No,” he replied, ‘1
never did, bat our Church has it ; God has
given it the keys, and the great priaciple is
to have faith in the Charch. Hec that
doubteth is damned.” She coufessed that
she could not see this, and maiuntained ‘ that
if there wete a right interpratation of God’s
will contained in the Bible, and the Church
had it, it should not keep it secret. Every
one had a right to kuow it, and it was un-
just and cruel to keep it hid, for in a matter
s0 important as the salvation of the soul
there should be no uncertainty.” ¢ Well, it
may be 50, but every one of us must just
looz after himself in this matter,” said the
priest. * That is precisely what I think,’
she added ; ‘and not take it for granted
that any one can do this for another, since
every one must give account of himself un-
to God.” The amount of intelligence dis-
played by the spiritual guides of whose
conversations the above arc a specien, as
well as the sentiment it was likely to in-
spire in the mind of onc who was earnest
about her soul, and had not vet shaken off
the sound teaching of the Shorter Cate-
chism received in early life, may be better
imagined than described.

Another repelling influence came from
the confession. She often went to con-
fession, and often received absolution; but
she never was clear upon the point, and in
all probability would have stopped short
in the beginning had not her fears been
allayed through misrepresentation. At
first, they quieted her scrupies by telling
her that the priest was nothing—no more
than «n ordinary man, and that he claimed
no power of pardoning sin; that it was
only as & means of strengthening and guid-
ing the soul that confession was enjoined.
But by and by she was told that it was God
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was in the confessional, and the priest was
in the place of God ; that from him nething
could be concealed, and that he had the
power to forgive sin. When this was
plainly told her, she as plainly asserted that
she could not believe it. *But this is the
case. No one is in the confessional but God
and youoreelf, and dyon are to confess your
sing as it you had the eye and ear of God
only before you.” Tt was in this way that
she came to see the meaning of what she
had been told at first, that the priest was

hing. It was true in this sense, that he
ceasedq to be & man ; he was in the place of
God. In the confessional he was nothing ;
God was everything. And when the peni.
tent confessed to him, it was not to him
but to God ; in other words, he was in the
place of God.

¢ Well,” said she, ¢ if that is the state of
the case, I may as well make my confessicn
1o God at bome in my own chamber, and
not come to confessional at all.'

One of the fathers to whom she con-
fessed frequently, and who has a great re-
putation for sanctity—a man whom she
described as ‘ never being done talking ve-
ligiously in the better class of families, and
passing for a great saint,”—on one oceasion
this man so disgusted her with his improper
questions and impure insinuations, that she
left the confessional in indignation, and
ever after passed him on the street without
recognising him,

The best insight into the system was
given her while she was an inmate of tie
convent already alluded to. At first its
charm was immense. Leaving the world
behind her, she imagined that in com-
maunion with God and those who had given
themselves up to & life of holiness, she
wounld ind s heaven on earth. And the
air of sanctity, of simplicity, and of cheer-
fulness that pervaded the whole establish-
ment, seemed to verify the bright promise
she had associated with that manrer of
life. Very soon, however, all this promise
began to vasish as & dream. Hitherto,
comparatively frce play had been given to
her religious scruples, so long as she was
in the main devout and constant. But now
this must ccase. Of affection, of will, or of
judgment, no free play was now silowed.
Oune will now reigned sapreme, aud it
ruled with an iron swar—the will ot the
lady superioress. Had that ruling mind
been high-toned, noble, pure, the difference
might have had no injurious effect. Butit
was capricious, frivolous, crooked, sense-
Jess, as the subject of my story described it,
And with all its austerity and self-denial,
the life led by the sister{ood came to be
regarded by her as one of inanity and fri-
vo ity, such as became to ber absolutely
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intolerable. It was oot a life of indufgenee
and ease : the very oppositc. Every sister
had to work, and work hard. And the
place assigned her was the laundry. For
this place she had every qualification, and
though the work was hard, it was by no
means distasteful. But the discipline was
severe ; and not severe only, but unreasou-
able, and tolerable even to the most de-
voted and coofiding, only on the suppesi-
tion that by submitting to it they ware se-
caring heaven for themselves.

Here is a specimen, taken at random
almost, of the way in which the bumility
of one on probation is tried. When the
sisters were gathered together, the lady
soperioress would come in and name one,
calling her by her first name, Sister Agnes
or Sister Mary, as the case might be. Im-
mediately that sister must fall down on her
knees, and withont raising her eyes listen
to what she has to say, and to that, what-
ever it was, be implicitly obedient. Fre-

uently her name would thus be called.

he went down and listened. The super-
joress would then begia in some suck way
as this : * Sister ——, you have been guilty
of these faults. Youraised your eyes when
you should pot have done it; you shut the
door noisily ; you did not attend to your
habit properly,’ etc. cte. She had done
none of these-things, but the discipline was,
that not having done shem, she had to con-
fess having done them, and had to do pen-
ance for them. On more than one occasion,
when she bad an opportunity, she would
talk the matter over with the lady supe-
rioress, aud say that, when she had not
done any of these thiogs, was it not wrony
in her to admit and confess that she had
doue them 7 ang it was unjust to make her
do penance tor them ? * Oh wno,” was the
reply, “ you do ot mnderstand ; that is
ouly to preve your hamility-—to sec whe ther
you are fit for the holy vocation” *Bum
when it is not true, is it not telling a lie,
first on your vart, and then on mine ?” * No,
not at all, for the Church taught it was
right and yropcr.’ was the ever-recurring
solution ¢ all ditilculty of this kind.

While there was a ;reat earnestniss asd
strictness in the discipline inflirted, it was
often very puerile. For instance, if a sister
broke a dish, she must go in before the
sisters with the broken fragments, sub-
mitting to whatever mortification might be
imposed. As a specimen of she devotion,
think of the sisters at four in the morning,
on their bare kuees, repeating the officc of
the Church, without moving or raising
their eyes! On fast davs, think of them
getting but ane mesl, viz. dianer, and that
wholly of vegetables, and at the same time



THE COURCH

doing all their work and going through all
their devotions !

When the order for inflicting discipline
for fuults, whether real or imaginary, was
given by the lady superioress, it was gone
about with great exactness and coolness.
The offending sister entercd the apartment,
and, at the clap of the superioress’ hand,
began, with a knotted cord, to inflict stripes
on her own bedy as severe as possible—the
severer the botter, they were taught to be-
lieve. Often, in this way, the flesh is
whipped till it blisters and bleeds. And
when this is repeated, as 1t often is,—for
great wmerit is attached to this method of
morufication,—the old wounds, not yer
healed, sre opened afresh, and sometimes
kept s0 for weeky and months together.

Still, as is well known, there is ap air of
gveat cheerfulness in the manners and con-
versation of those whe give themselves up
to this mode of I.fe. I asked the subject
of this narrative if it was not 50, and how
it was to be accounted for; and the answer
was, that it was to be accounted for by the
JSirm fuith of the parties that by so acting they
were doing & meritorious thing in the sight
of God, and securing for themselves there-
by, without fail, a place in heaven. At
night this formed, very frequently, a part
of the couversation, and only on this prin-
ciple was life, on the conditions prescribed,
endurable.

By all these influences this young woman
came to se¢ that she had beea deceived in
the promises which the system she had
adopted made to her of peace and happi-
ness.  Toiling thus from day to day in the
laundry ; spending all these hours aaily in
repeating prayers and makiong confessions ;
inflicting all these stripes on her body for
the good of her soul; giving up her own
will and life, in the name of religicn, to
the witl of another whom she believed in
her soul to be no beter than herself, and in
some things a great deal worse,—she found
she was spending her labour for that which
satisfied not. The whele thing became un.
real, hollow, false; and she resolved,
wherever peace might be found, that she
would cease to seek for it in & system of
lics. The knowledge, besides, which she

ssessed of the word of God stood to her
n good stead av this erisis of her being;
ind she was hel in her resolution to
come out from the spiritual Bahylon, hy
remembering the teaching she had listened
10, in the first days of her perversion, from
the lips of the priests, the thought of which
often made her shudder.

Au instance of this she gave, which is
not out of place to quote. In & family
with which she was intimate, a young girl
of whom she was very foud was scized with
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fata) illness, and, when sinking and dying
she waited on her day and night. Her
father was a staunch Roman Catholic, and
as he knew his daughter was dying, he did
not want wine and ncurishing food to be
given her, as it was only wasting money ;
and in 80 doing he had the approbation of
the priest. On the last occasion on which
the priest visited her, he said to her: * Oh,
happy child ! you are dying, and you are
going siraight to heaven. You have got
ro sin—you ncver had any sin; you are
perfectly pure. Think what a goldca erown
you will get, and what a beautiful white
dress you will wear, and what a palm  will
be given you, and white lily in your hand ¥
The poor thing died in this belief, and
went away into eternity with the idea that
it was some ball or gay assembly she was
going to. No mentios made of judgment-
seat or sight of God. She never had say
sin! And wastasght tolook 10 no Saviour!?
No wonder that the remesmbrance of this
and similar scenes should awaken horror
and indignation in the mind.

I have sufficiently indicated the process
of recovery in its leading features, and must
bring my narrative to a close. When her
eyes were opened,it looked like a long
period of delusion and infatuation through
which she had passed Aund when she left
the convent, and not long after gave up all
connection with priest orchapel, it was with
the feeling of the Psalmist: ¢ Blessed be
the Lord, who hath not given me a prey to
their teeth. My soul is escaped, as a bird
out of the snare of the fowlers. The
snare is broken, and I am escaped.” As
may be sapposed, her return to the faith
in which sge had been trained in her youth
greatly delighted the herrt of her sister,
who had the greatest anxieties on her ac-
count ; and of her father, whose heart had
almost been broken by her perversion.
When that sister died, as I have stated
sbove, she had the words of eternal life
whispered in her ear by her who had gone
50 far astray, but now was restored.

But great was the chagrin and arger of
her Rom Catholic frizggs at the change
she made. Their displeasure knew no
bounds. A day or two belore leaving tho
city, she was asked todine with a family with
which she had been intimate.  Afier dianer,
the conversation turned on religion, and
then for the first time they learned thatshe
had changed her views, and gone back to
the Protestant faith. Whereupon the
father said, that if he had known that, he
would never bave allowed her to enter his
door ; and the socner she feft the house the
beuer, as he did not want to have the curse
of God brought on his furnily by her; add-
ing, *I am willing to receive you as a con-
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vert, but not as a pervert.’ Instanter, she
and a friend who was with her had to leave.
Calling on another lady, the mother of
the ycung girl already referred to, she was
shown into her bedroom, where she was
lying ill at the time. Knowing that she
was going away, she said, * Oh, M., yon
are going away from Ircland ; do you think
ou will always continue steadily a Catho-
ic?” “Yes,’ she replied, ‘a Catholic, but
not 8 Roman Catholic;’ and thereafter told
her ot her change and her reasons for it.
The look of disappointment she cast at her
could not be mistaken, but in alittle, laying
aside the frown from her countenauce, hav-
ing been at one time a Protestant herself, she
gave her credit for sincerity, and entered
into conversation freely with her. In the
course of their talk, my young friend re-
ferred to the death of her own sister, which

had just taken place, telling her how happy Y

it had been, and contrasting it with the
death of her daughter. ‘ My sister,’” she
said, ‘knew she had sinned; but she was
happy, because she knew that Jesus Christ,
God’s Son, had taken all her sin away. It
was on this good foundation sho rested
when she fell asleep—asleepin Jesus. But
lv‘om' daughter passed away with a lie in

er right hand, put there by one who should
have spoken truth, She was told that she
never sinned, tha: she was pure; and on
this false foundation she was resting when
death took her hence. Think what a dif-
ference! Believing what the priest told
her, and looking at the matter as he placed
it before her, she went away into the un-
seen world very mach with the feeling of a
young girl going oat to an evening party
or to the theatre, thinking only of the lily
and the dress and the crown she wasto
get’  They parted courteously, if not cor-
dially ; but on coming down stairs, one of
the danghters, with whom she had been
very friendly, requested her to write to her
from L——, which she was willing to do.
But learning that she was a Protestant
again, she declared she would have nothing
to do with her ; and next day she wrote to
her a letter full of abuse, and saying, that
had she known of her change of views
yesterday a little sooner, she would have
tarned her out at the door.

Such is the bitterness and intolerance of
bigotry ! Ta the above I will only add the
closing sentence of the notes of the account
of this interesting case, taken at the time.
+ After a sojourn- here of yeurs, M. gocs
away, rejoicing that she hag heen shown her
folly and error, and believing that what she
has passed through, the Lord bas permitted
for her present and eternal good.’
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How you may know that you are
Saved.

For a long time I was anxious abou®
my salvation, and I used to think tha
the way to know that I was saved, wa
by feeling that 1 was saved. 1 was
making my feelings the test whether I
was saved or not; and thus I was con-
tinually up and down in my hopes and
fears. The state of my mind varied
with the state of the weather and the
state of my health; and I was an utter
stranger to the sweet and abiding peace
of the Gospel.

Perhaps, dear reader, it may beso
with you. If so, I should rejoice if,
throngh God's grace, I can be helpful to

ou. i
In the first place, let me say—1I hope
not too boldly—perhaps you are looking
into your heart for something which you
have not got. Perhaps you are looking
for a feeling of forgiveness, before you
have the forgiveness itself'* This is a
dangerous mistake. Surely, you must
have the forgiveness first, and then you
may know and feel that you have it, but
not tll then.

Let me reason a little with you in a
simple way on this intensely interesting
question—How may we KNOW that we
are saved !

How does a criminal know that he is
condemned ? Is it not by believing the
sentence of the judge who has condemn-
ed him? And how does a sinner know
that he is under the condemnation of
God? Is it not by believing God's
Word which declares that * all kave
sinned,” and that the wrath of a righteous
Gad rests upon every unforgiven sinner ¥
(See John iii. and Rom. iii.)

The condemned criminal is condemn-
ed whether he belicve it or not; and
we, as sinners, are “ condemned already”
—whether we believe it or not. The
condemnation in both cases is a fact, be-
cause the sentence has been pronounced,
and in both cases it is equally true, whe-
ther believed or not, but we only know
it by believing it.

Tn like manner, if we be forgiven, we
are forgiven whether we believe it or
not, just for the saine reason—because
the judge, whether it be God or man,
has pronounced our acquittal. Qur be-
lief or disbelief of the pardon, does not
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affect the validity of it. But we only
know we are pardoned, and have the
joy of pardon, when we believe it.

But now, for a few moments, let us
look away from these simple reasonings
to the great and grand facts which the
Gospel proclaims, and on which all our
hopes are based.

“God is love” He “is rich in
mercy.” He soloved this guilty, con-
demned world of sinners, that He gave
His Son to die a sacrifice for sin—a ran-
som for sinners.

Chirist came to save the lost. He took
sin upon himself. He was made a sin-
offering, and thus he made satisfaction
for sin. He bore the awful judgment
wkich sin deserved; and God in the
sovereignty of His omnipotent will, has
declare] that every one who trusts in
Jesus as his Saviour, “receives forgive-
ness of sins.” Every one who rests on
Him for salvation, shall be saved. It is
impossible, then, that any sinner should
trust in Jesus, and not be saved. It is
impossible, I repeat it, for two reasons.

“irst.—All who flee to Christ for sal-
vation are received by Him. He never
rejects any who come to Him. No mat-
ter how great a sinner he may have been.
Christ is ready to save him, for He came
into the world to save sinners; and he
thatis received by Christis kept by
Him. He is “kept by the power of
God through faith unto salvation.”

All who were in the ark were sate,
whether they believed it or not ; for God
provided the ark for their salvation.
The ark could not have been wrecked;
neither could they have fallen out, for
God “shut them in.” Now, Christ is
our ark of safety ; and those who are in
him, are as safe as if they were in
glory.

Secondly.—God has declared that
every one that belicveth on Christ as
his Saviour, is“ justified from all things.”
He has *the forgiveness of sins.” He
“has eternai life.” Thisis God’s will
and word, and therefore it must be so.
It cannot be otherwise.

If a believer, then, doubts whether
heis saved, he doubts the strength of
Christ'’s almighty arm, and the faithful-
ness of God’s immutable word.

The first and great question, then, my
reader, is not whether you, as a believer,
arc saved or not, but whether you are a
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believer at all. It you were a believer,
how could you doubt God's word ? You
cannot believe a thing, and doubt it at
the same time. If you believed in
Christ as your Saviour—if you really
believed he kad saved you, you could
not but believe that you were saved.
You could not reasonably have a doubt
upon the subject. And if you believed
it, you would feel the joy of it and the
power of it in your soul.

God says, “ ke that believeth hath ever-
tasting life” 1If you, then, helieve on
Jesus, you have everlasting life, and
you ought to know it and to rejoice in
it.  “ These things have 1 written unto
you that ye may know thatye have
eternal life.” (John v. 13.)

As to myself, T no longer loock to my
feelings to ascertain whether I am saved
or not. 1know I am saved on the autho-
rity of God's word, because I helieve:
and I cannot but feel happy in this bliss-
ful assurance.

My salvation depends on Christ alone.
My knowledge and assurance of being
saved depend on God’s word alone.

Let me repeat my argument. Some
are “slow of heart to believe,” or are
 qull” in apprehending the truth.

How does the criminal who is paraon-
ed by act of royal grace know that he is
pardoned ? Isit not by believing the
message which has been brought to him ?
He is not pardoned because he feels it,
or because he believes it, but because the
crown has kad mercy on him. So it is
with the sinner. If he be pardoned by
an act of God’sgrace, he 1s pardoned,
not because he feels it, or because he be-
iieves that he is pardoned, but because he
believes on Christ as his Saviour. As God

ardons all who believe on Christ, he
Enows that He has, therefore, rsardoned
him. He knows that he is pardoned by
believing the message of mercy which
God has sent him. Assoon as he
lieves that message, he feels it, but not
till then.

If the criminal against human laws
be pardoned by the crown, and does not
believe it, he does not feel it, and he has
not the joy of it; and, consequently, be
remains under the fearful apprehension
of punishment, the unhappy victim of
bis own unreasonable fears. So with
the sinner, who is pardoned through
believing on Christ; if he does not be-
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lieve in his pardon, he has neither peace
nor joy. He lives under the painful
dread of eternal condemnation. He
does not believe that the precious blood
of Christ has cleansed him fromall his
sins. He does not believe in the great-
ness of the pardoning love of God. He
cannot have fellowship with him as His
Father. He has not the joyful feelings
of a child. He wrongs Christ. He
wrongs God. He wrongs himself.

In these two cases which we have
brought forward, that of the criminal
against human laws, and the sinner
against God, they both know that they
are condemned, or that they are par-
doned, in the same way—because the
Judge has said it, or God has said it,and
they have believed it to be a fact.

nd now, as to practical gadliness, I
can say for myself, I work for God, and
seck to walk in holiness, and to be led
by the Spirit, not in order to be saved,
but because I know that Iam savel.
And my peace and joy do not flow from
looking at my feelings, but from looking
at Christ, my precious and blessed
Saviour.

And now, my reader, how is it with
ow? If, indeed, you really trust in
esus as your Saviour, you are trusting

in one who has paid your mighty sin-
debt to God, and delivered you from
the curse of the law and eterns! damna-
tion, by bearing that dreadful curse in
His own blessed person; and you are,
therefore, entitled to believe that yon
are not only pardoned and accepted,
but that you are adopted as a child of
God, and kept as an heir of glory.

Why, then, should you dishonour
vour blessed Saviour by not rejoicing in
his « great salvation ?"

Let us suppose the case of a criminal,
steeped in guilt and condemned to ex-

iate his crimes on the scaffold. Heac-

nowledges his great wickedness and the
Jjusrice of his sentence; but instead of
being called to suffer for his crimes, the
son of the monarch, at an all butinfinite
cost, makes satisfaction for his guilt and
procures his acquittal ; and now he is
told, that, by ap act of extraordinar
love and favour, he is not only acquitter{
but that he is welcome to come and
share the honours and joys and privi-
leges of the palace. WWhat, lsay, under
such circumstances,would his feelings be ?
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Would not his whole soul be filled ¢ with
wonder, love, and praise ”  And would
it not be henceforth his great—his one
desire to live for the service and glory
of Him who had redeemed such a vila
wretch as he had been, at such a cost ?

Reader, if you are, indeed, a believer,
this is your portion—this is your privi-
lege—this is the great salvation where-
with all who believe in Jesus are saved.
Such is the love of God, that [lis heart
would not be satisfied with less. And
the security of this salvation rests upon
the word of the living God. Turn
away, then, from all your own change
ful, unbelieving thoughts, and receive
what God says as absolutely and eter-
nally tene.  If you receive what He says
as true, you will know that you are saved,
and you will feel that you are saved. If
you believe these things which are de-
clared in Gol's Word, you must have
the knowledge of salvation and the feel-
ings of assurance. Do you then believe,
or do you not? Are you a believer, or
an unbeliever ? You must be either
the one or the other. This is, I say
again, the great and the solemn ques-
tion.

Take care, beloved friend. Perhaps,
as I have said at the beginuing, you are
looking into yourself for something
you have not got. Perhaps you are
flattering yourself that you are a be-
liever whilst you are only passing
along in your unbelief, like thou-
sands, on the way to hell. God grant,
it it should be so, that this faithfnl, but
loving appeal, under the teaching of the
Spirit of God, may be the instrument of
a_wak'ening you from such a fearful delu-
sion !

Life of the Happy Man.

The Happy man was born in the city
of Rageneration, in the parish of Re-
pentance-unto-life. [Ie was educated at
the School of Obedience, and now lives
in the plain of Perscverance; he works
at the trade of Diligence: notwithstand-
ing he has a large estate in the country
of Christian Contentment, and many
times does f'obs of Self-Denial. He
wears the plain garment of Humility,
and has a better suit to put on when he

to Court, called the robes of Christ’s
ighteousness. He often walks in the
vaﬁey of Self-Abasement, and sometimes
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climbs the mountain of Spiritual-Minded-
ness.  He breakfasts every morning on
Spiritual Prayer, and sups every evening
on the same.  [{e hasmeat to eat which
the world knows not of, and his drink is
the sincere milk of the Word. Thus
happy he lives and happy be dies.

appy is he who has the gospel sub-
mission in his will; due order in his af-
fections ; sound peace in his conscience ;
sanctifying grace in his soul ; real divini-
ty in his breast; true humility in his
heart; the Redeemer’s yoke on his neck ;
a vain world under his feet ; and a crown
of glory over his head. Happy is the
life "of such an one. In order to attain
which, pray fervently; believe firmly ;
wait patiently; work abundantly ; live
holy ; die daily ; watch your heart ; guide
your senses; redeem your time; love
“hrist, and long for eternity.

Mmoo g
Che Sabbath School,

LESSONS FOR JUNPE.

FIRST SABBATH.

SuBJECT:—8amuel the Judge, 1st Sam 7

5-12. Golden Text, Prov. 11, 11. Paralle

asstéges, Gen. 18,26. Job 12,8. James §
5-16.

In verses 5 6 we have the account of a dny
of fasting and humiliation. We read nothing
of Samuel till this time from the beginning of
Chap. 4th, but we may suppose tbat he had
bLeen labouring incessantly to turn his coun-
trymen from their idolatry, and probably
preaching repentance and reformation in all
parts of the land. The Spirit blessed his ef-
torts, and in v. 4th we are told that the Isracl-
ites forsook their idols and turned again to
the Lord. A national feast was proclaimed—
from all parts of the land the people assembled
at Mizpeh—and Samuel, as their mouth piece,
confessed their sins and prayeu for pardon and
acceptance. The drawing and pourng out of
water seems to have indicated their sense of
national corruption, of their need of that puri-
tication of which water is an emblem, and ot
their neec to pour out their hearts in repen-
tance Lefore God. From the statement that
Samuel judged Israel in Mizpeh, we may in-
fer that he was at this time installed as chief
ruler, and that he commenced his administra-
tion by a general returm of all public abuses.

In verse 7th we have an alarm of war. The
Philistines, hiearing that the Israelites had as
sembled, and dreading an attack, determined
to anticipate them. and to assault them in
their own land. They who are themselves
couscious of evil designs, are ever ready to
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suspect others. The Israelites, having met
for religious worship, were not prepared for
war, and were greatly alarmed. It would
seem stranize to them that this great trouble
shoulil overtake themm when they were return-
ing to Gad, but thus he often tries is people.
Dut troubles are blessings in disguise. Jvil
here seemed to come out of good, but good
really came out of the evil. Tuis attack led
to a victory on the part of Israel, which gave
peace and prosperity to them, and weakened
their enemies for inany years.

In verses 8 and 9 we have the best national
defence. Unprepared with arms, they were
otherwise, though they knew 1t not. well pre-
pared. Thuey had fasted and humbled them-
selvesbefore God  Their previous experience
had taught them that arms, courage, and dis-
cipline, were of no avail witkout God's favour.
So they call on Samuel to pray for them. and
he cned to the Lord and offered sacrifice,
thousands of hearts, we doubt not, being
poured out in private supplication. Note their
obcedience to Samuel, and their reliance on
him. So ought we, in national and private
trouble, to trust in Christ, and seek His inter-
eession.  His love, wisdom, and power with
God, are greater than those of Samuel; and
he intercedes on the grouud of a more precious
and all prevailing sacrifice.

Ta verses 10th and 11th we have a glorious
victory. God accepted their sacrifice and
answered their prayer. \When the battle
began, He sent a terrible thunder storm; and
we cannot doubt that the lightnings flashed
amidst the host of the Philistines in such a
way as to terrify and bewilder them, and to
encourage and stimulate the Israelites. So
great was the slaughter that the Philistines
were rendered powerless during the whole
period of Samuel's rule. Contrast with this
the result of the battles described in Chap.
4th.  The Ark of God was then in the camp,
but the love of God and of his laws was notin
their hearts. Then Rituslism prevailed—now
they were moved by principles and emo-
tious truly religious In each case respective-
1y the defeat and the victory were certain.

Lastly, in verse 12th we have the grateful
celebration ot God's wonderful goodness. A
stone is set up, to testify to future generations
that *¢ hitherto the Lord hath helped us.”

We learn “ron this lesson, first, that na-
tional reformation brings national blessings;
secondly, that God's favour is the best defence
agains: national calamities.

SECOND SABBATH.

SunJEcT:—A King desired, 1 Sam. 8: 4-9.
Golden Text, Psalm 118: 9. .

{n connection with the lesson read Deut.
17:14-20, and 1 Sam. 11: 4-15.

Samuel’s two sons, Joel and Abiah, were
Jjudges in Israel, but they were unjust judges
(v. 3) perverting judgment to satisfy their own
cupidity. As might have been expected, the
people ‘were diswatisfied with their conduct,
and through the elders they exlg‘ressed their
dissatisfaction to Samuel at Ramah. But
they go further: they suggest, nay they ask
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that a king be given them, instead of judges.
They don’t want the unjust judges remosed,
and just judges put in their place; they want
government by a king rather than govern-
ment by judges. 1t is plain that they were
dissatisfied, not only with the existing judges,
(they had reaton to be dissatisfied with them,)
hut with the order of julges. They wantela
change, and this was the time to ask for it.
And as things were, there was some show of
reason in their asking for it. But the real
reason was not the corruptness of Samuel's
sons, but the desire to be like the nations
round about. Vs. 19 and 20 express this
plainly. They made the existing state of
matters, which was no doubt bad enough, a
pretext to ask for and urge that on which
their hearts were set; and that which they
must have known it was not the will of Gud
they should have.

. 6.—Samuel is displeased when he hears
their request. But like a2 good man he lays
the matter before the Lord. The Lord hears
and answers him, (v. 7) And His answer is
this: Let the people have their own way, let
them have a king of their own choosing. but
let them know what sort of a king he will be,
how he will rule and oppress them. Or in
other words God's answer was: Let the peo-
ple act in their own way, the way in which
they are determined to act, but let them also
take the consequences of their act

Wilful and disobedient, God suffers them
to do as they wished to do, after He has
warned them of the consequences.

From the 10th v. to the 18th, the sacred
writer records Samuel's description of the
king that would reign over Isracl. And after
the peoplc have heard the description, and
know that their king will be a harsh and se-
vere ruler, still they persistin their cry, *Give
us a king.” And Ged gave them a king in
His anger. See Hosea 13: 10, 11.

LESSONS.

(1.) The children of gond men may do
wickedly. Grace is not hereditary. Fli's
sons were vile, Samuel's sons unjust.

(2.) The people of God are prone to con-
form to the world. It wasthat they might be
like the other nations round about; the
Israelites asked for a king, and against
nething are we exhorted to Le more on our
guard than against conformity to the world.
The determination of the Israchtes to have a
king. God regarded as nothing less than re-
jection of Himself. We cannot be God's and
the world's at the same time.

(3.) A people may desire what is not heat
for them. And what is more, they may get
their desire. And He gave them their re-
quest, but He sent leanness into their soul-—
Psalm 106, 15. Epbraim hath made many
altars to sin, altars shall be unto him to sin,
Hosea. 8: 11. :

(4.) But while God sometimes gives men
their own way, He at the same time tells
them that they shall be filled with the fruit of
theis own doings. If they will sin, they must
take the consequences. Getting what we wish
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we mav get that which will be a grief and
trouble to us ever after.

"The following is a pertinent illustration: A
fond father having a verv sick child, near
unto death, was urged to submit to the will of
God, and leave his child in His hands; but
he repiied, ** I cannot give him up; 1 pray
God to spare this child to me whatever mav
be the consequences.”  The child wasspared.
became a hardened wretch. & constant grief
to lus father, and ftinally paid the penalty of
his crimes on the gallows.

THIRD SABBATH.

Sunsecr:—8aul chosen, 1 Sam. 10: 17-24.

Samuel had grown old, and his sons were
not walking in his steps  Thev turned aside
after lucre, took bribes, and perverted judg-
ment This furnished the people with a show
of reason for asking a king. They professed
to be anxious for better government, whilst in
reality they were actuated by pride, wishing
to appear great in the eves of the surrmunding
nations. The old prophet was displeased at
the proposition, vet he asked God for direction.
In reply God said to «ive them a king, vet at
the same time, to tell them that their request
was not righ*, for it waz virtually a wish to
renounce their allegsiance to Jehovah, and also
to inform them what the character of the king
would be. In the face of solemn warning the
people persisted in their request, so that they
had none but themsel-es to hlame when they
suffered under their king. In the preceding
chapter, and in the first half of this, is an ac-
count of the ancinting ot Saul as king, God
directing Samuel in the matter. But the ap-
pointment was not yet made known. Hence
the people were summoned to Mizpeh, where,
after they were told that they were virtually
rejecting God who had delivered them out of
the hands of their enemies, they were made to
present themselves before the Lord that by
snlemn Jot a king micht be publicly chosen.
The lot fell upon Saul, who, 1 his modestv,
had hid himeelf. When brought from his
hiding place, the people shouted, God save
the King.

LESSONS.

1. We shauld be contented with the ar-
rangement of Providence. Gad is wise, and
knows what is best: He is kind and does what
ix hest. It is very sinful to repine against
Gqd.

2. God may give us what we ask when
we knowingly ask amiss, that we may be
chastened for our waywardness. He gave the
Jsraelites a king in Hisanger. See Hosea13:
11. Should a parent, for example, be unsub-
wmissive to the will of God who ceems to wish
to remove a dear child by death, that child
may be spared to prove a curse instead of a
blessing.

3. Little dv we know the evil that is in us.
Had Saul, when in modesty he hid himself,
been told his subsequent carcer, he would
have said, Is thy servant a dog that he should
do this evil? Let us learn to be jealous cf
ourselves.
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FOURTH SABBATH.

SuBIkCT:—Sumuel's parting words, 1 Sam.
12: 20-23.

Havirg been publicly declared king, Saul
went quietly to Gibeah and resumed his for-
mer occupation.  See Ch, 11: 5. He would
wait the leadings ot Providence. He had
not, however, to wait longr. The Ammonites
came up against Jahesh-Giilead with the full
expectation of making the city an easy prey.
‘T'he inhabitants having obtained a respite of
seven days, sent messengers throughout the
coasts to see whether help could be got.  The
tidings having reached the ears of Saul, the
Spirit of God came upon him and stirred him
up to speedily assemble an army and go up
to the relief of Jabesh. ‘The result was a
wrand victo over the Awmmonites. And
now the people were delighted with their king,
¢ they received him with sacrifices and great
oy."”

! Samnuel embraced the npportunity to affirm
publicly the integrity and disinteresteduess he
had ever mauifested in the discharge of his ot
ficial duties. e also bricfly recapitulated
the great kindness of the )ord tuwards the
people in raising them up deliverers from time
to time. And now, even although in asking
& king they had virtaally rejected Jehovah,
the prophet assured them that if only they
and their king would serve the Lord faithfully
their privileges as the Lord’s people would
still be continued to them; but he also warned
them that if they would fursake Him, He
would forsake them.

To deeply imipress the minds of the people,
Samuel called upon the Lord to send tﬁundur
and rain at an unexpected time, as an evi-
dence that the Lord was displeased with the
request for a king. The people were moved
with fear, and asked the prophet to intercede
on their behalf.

Samuel's reply was assuring.  He told the
people to dismiss their fear; for .f they served
the Lord, He would still take delight in them
as His chosen pen‘\le. As regarded himself,
he told them that he could nut cease praving
for them, and wishing their good. His rideli-
tv, at the same time. constrained him to warn
them of the sad result of disobedience.

LESSONS.

1. See the great mercy of Ged. He is
willing to foriive the pastif we look for for-
giveness, and he will bless us if we walk in
his statutes.  Let the goodness of God lead u3
to repentance.

2. A good man desires the welfare of athers.
Samuel warned, and encouraged, and praved
for the Israelites. He labored for their good,
even although by desiring a king, they had
ungratefully rejected him. What a loveiy
thing is true piety!

3. Obedience brings happiness: disobe-
dience, misery. Let us prav to be brought
into the right way and to be kept in it.

4 We should be prompted to keep God's
commandinents by the remembrance of the
great things e hath done for us. See v. 24.
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Dreshptery Pinutes.

Minutes Halifax Presbytery.

The Presbytery met on 5th May in
St. Matthew's Church, Halifax.

The Rev. D. Neish resigned the
Moderatorship, and the Rev. G. M.
Grant was appointed to that office for
the ensuing yeur.

The Clerk read a letter from Rev.
Mr. Patterson, of St. John's, N. F..
which, together with the papers asked
for by the Presbytery at a foriner meet-
ina. were laid on the table.  Onmotion,
the Presbytery resolved to recognize Mr.
Patterson as minister of St. Andrew’s
Church, St. John’s, and ordered the
Clerk to communicate the same to the
Clerk of Session.

The Rev. J. F. Campbell demitted
his charge of the congregation of Rich-
mond, &e. It was agreed, in the mean -
time, that the Clerk summon the con-
gregation to appear by deputation in
their own interest, at a meeting of Pres-
bytery, to be held on Tuesday, 25th
inst., at 3 o’clock, p. m , in St. Matthew’s
Session Room, Halifax.

The Rev. David Neish also demitted
his charge of Musquodoboit congrega-
tion, and the same steps were taken.

Ordered that at next mecting, Session
Records and Elders’ commissions, be
banded in,sn. that cong exations report
concerning the Synodic collections.

Adjourned to meet as above stated.

J. McMiLrax, Clerk.

(o
Hews of the Ehureh,

Nova 8cotia

Rev. G. M. Graxt of St. Matthew?s,
Halifax, will probably be chosen Mode-
rator of our next Synod; and Rev. E.
Ress, of Londonderry, that of the Sister
Synod.

Sc. MatTirws’ new Manse has been
completed, and taken possession of by
the pastor.  This commodious and con-
venicnt residence was noticed in a pre-
vious number, and is in every way suit-
able for the purposes of its erection.
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REv. ALLAN POLLOK'S RETURN TO
us.—We are happy to inform our read-
ers that Mr. (we should rather say now
Professor) Pollok has written that he
proposes to leave Liverpool on My
4th, with his family, for Nova Scotia.
We tender to him, by anticipation,
hearty greetings from many old fiends.

Vacaxcies.—We regret to learn
that there will probably soon be two va-
cancies in the Presbytery of Halifax,—
the Rev. J. F. Campbell having demit-
ted his charge of the united congrega-
tions of Richmond and North-West Arm,
and Rev. D. Neish that of Musquodoboit.

OrexiNg oF a New Cuunrci AT
WarLace.—On the 21st March last, a
new Presbyterian Church was formally
opened and dedicated to the worship of
God, at the Stake Road, Wallace, by
appropriate services ; the minister of the
congregation, Mr. Murray, officiating in
the morning, while the services of the
afternoon were conducted by the Rev.
Mr. Morton, Methodist minister of Wal-
lace. At hoth diets, the Church, which
is comfortably seated for two hundred,
was crowded to excess.

This Church, which is about five miles
from Wallace, is very conveniently situ-
ated for those who reside at the Ridge
and the surrounding district. [t was
commenced two years and a half ago,
while Rev. Mr. Anderson was minister,
and was erected on asite generously
granted for the purpose by the late 1.
B. Munro, Esq., Stake Road. Much
credit is due to the people who so laud-
ably persevered in their efforts, and
they bave every reason to congratulate
themselves on their success—as now
God has so blessedl their exertions that
they have a comfortable place of wor-
ship where they and their families may
statedly meet for the service of God. 1t
may be mentioned, also, that the build-
ing is entirely free ot debt.

Girrs to Rev. Mr. Muirrav.—
While other congregations have been,
during the winter, showing their kindly
feelings toward their ministers, it is but
justice to the congregation at Wallace to
state that they have not heen behind
others.in thoughtfu} regard for the comfort
of their mimster, Mr. Murray. During
the brief period of his residence here,
they have, on more than one occasion,
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given substantial tokens of their regard.
On his firet coming among them they
supplied the manse with many useful
and necessary articles of furniture, and
shortly after, a cow was put into his
barn.  Early in March, men and teams
gathered and hauled a year’s fire-wood,
while lately he was presented with a
sleigh, along with two sets of driving
harness, the one silver mounted.

8t. Andrew’s, Halifax.

Mes. Bauld, an old and tried friend of
this congregation, has taken a step in
the right direction, which we most sin-
cerely hope may bewllowed by cthers.
Taking the deep interest, which she
does, in all that concerns its prosperity.
and sceing that as a congregation sup-
ported on the pure and simple voluntary
plan. it was liable to fuel too keenly the
fluctuations of trade and commerce, and
wishing to see it established upon a sure
foundation which would enable it to meet
any crisis or emergency, she has handed
over to the Trustees, for all time to come,
cleven shares of bank stock, which cost
her the sum of $3344.00, which will
yicld an augmentation of nearly $2G0
per annum to the minister for all time to
come. It will be observed that the
generous donor has not the object in
view of relieving the congregation from
their present liability to their minister;
their obligations to him they are both
able and willing to discharge.

\We congratulate the people of St.
Andrew’s, on this acquisition to their
congregational resources, and we are
sure that it will serve as a stimulus in
the work given to it to do. We believe
that partially endowed Churches are
best able to meet the ..aties of, and over-
come the obstacles to, the work of the
Kingdom of the Lord Jesus.

This is the principle upon which the
great endowment scheme of the Mother
Church has been wrough'. The newly-
created Parishes, called Parishes quoad
sacra, are simply congregations endowed
sufficiently to meet a certain part of their
revenne by money invested, and enough
of the responsibility is left resting upon
the people to keep them awake to their
duty. It is also the principle wrought
out by the Free Church. not so wisely,
we believe, because not so permanently,
by her Sustentation Fund. By this
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means a certain sum is given to each

congregation euch year, and this part of

the congregational income is secured in-
dependent of the congregation. Iow-
ever, we do not hesitate about the man-
ner in which the principle is carried out.
and Mrs. Bauld hus come to the tront at
the right time and in the right manner,
and she has put St. Andrew’s in the
proud position of being an Endowed
Church, and may God bless her and it.
—Communicated.

New Brunswick.

WE understand that the Rev. Dr
Brooke has tendered his resignation o
the pastoral charge of St. Paul's Church
Fredericton. We have received no in-
telligerce as to his probable successor.

P. E. Island.

St. Peter’s Road Congregation have
let the contract for their new manse, and
on the 10th ult. paid their first instal-
ment to the contractor.

St. James’, Charlottetown, have ad-
vertiged for tenders for their new brick
Church. The diinensions of the build-
ing are 94x53 feet, with an alcove for
the pulpit of 8 feet, making the total
length 102 teet. The tower and spire
will be in the centre of the front. There
is to be a commodious basement.

Montague expeets to go to work soon
at their new church. We wish our cou-
gregations in the Island every success:
andmay their spiritual prosperity abound
vet more and more.

Upper Provinces.

A call to Rev. James Pullar, from the
congregation of Richwood and Shower’s
Corner, in the Presbytery of Hamilton,
havirg been accepted by that gentle-
man, %is induction took place on the
24th ult. A call has also been given
to Rev. Joshua Fraser, of Whitby.
from the congregation of Clifton, also 1n:
Hamilton Presbytery.

Rev. 4. B. Muir of Iluntingdon has
sailed for Britain in search of health.
Rev. Dr. Barclay and family also sailedl
from Quebec for the same destination on
the 8th ult.
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‘Lhe annual Report of Almonte con+
gregation shows 150 familics in its con-
nection and 240 communicants,  Ex-
pended by kirk-session, $287.42, includ-
mg payments to the Schemes § by trus-
tees, fur ordinary expenses, $1342.55, of
which 3900 were for stipend. A manse
was erceted last year at a cost of $4,500,
and an organ placed in the church free
of expense to the congregation.

St. Andrew’s Church, Parkhill, in the
Presbytery of London, has scarcely been
in existence three years, but has made
considerable progress during that time.
In the first place, the people crected a
neat and comfortable frame church,
which was opened in October, 1872;
then, the generous gift of fifty acres of
land, by the Elliot family, enabled the
congregation to add to the church a
tasteful Lrick manse, with outbuildings,
which was completed in 1874; and tbe
same was furnished hy members of the
congregation. The total expenditme
tor church purposes has been $5889.81 ;
and the only habilities appear to te
8449.51.

It is proposed to spend $1000 in im-
proving St. Andrew’s Church, Perth, of
which Rev. 8. Bain ispastor.  Recently
the Ladies’ Association held a Bazaar
by which 2550 were raised for that pur-
pose. A handsome brick church, 52x34
feet, and costing $3000. has just been
finished at Iroquois.

RerurNING DiviNiTy STUDENTS.
—The Rev. R, J. Craig, M.A., Mr. M.
McGillivray, M.A., and Mr. J. L.
Stuart, B.A., who have been pursuing
their studies in  Edinburgh, have been
placed on the staff of the Colonial Com-
mittee of the Church of Scotland, and
will return to Canada nndev its auspices.
This is not enly a great advantage, but
also a high honour to those gentlemen,
as the Comuiittee is not supposed to be-
stow its favours on Canadian students.
The Divinity classes closed in March.

Tue Rev. Dr. Cook, of St. Andrew’s
Charch, Quebec, the Rev. Mr. Gordon,
of Ottawa, and the Church Agent from
Montreal—members of the deputation
specially appointed by the Synod to ap-
pear before the General Assembhly, sailed
fromn Partland, in the “ Hibernian,” on
the 17th ultimo. The Genesal Assem-
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bly meets on the 20th instant. Previous
to his departure, Mr. Gordon, of Ottawa,
was made sensible of the interest taken
in the mission he has in hand by the re:
ceipt of a check for $1000, from a few
raembers of his church. Surcly St
Acdrew’s is a model congregation.
From the iast annual report of its mana-
gers, dated 1st March, 1875, we observe
that the number of families connected
with it is now 279, and of communicants
359. In the Sabbath Schools there are
275 scholars on the roll, and in the min-
ister’s Bible class 45. The amount con-
tributed by the congregation for all
church purposes during the year was
$19319.44.  Of this sum $7491 was de-
rived from pew rents and the glebe; the
envelope system yielded $3468; the o~
dinary Sabbath collections were $1255,
and the special collections for the schemes
8625. :

Tae Rev. P. 8. Livingstone, fornerly
of Pittsburgh, was inducted to the pas-
toral charge of Russeltown, by the Pres-
bytery of Montreal, on the 12:h ult.

Rev. John J. Cameron, for some time
a wissionary in India and latterly mn
Australia, is expected shortly in Canada;
asis also Rev. Andrew Paton of Peapont,
Dumnfrieshire.

—

Sootland.

£4000 have been raised towards the
establishment of a Celtic Chair in the
Edinburgh University.

Professor H. Alleyne Nicholson, of
the Science College, Newcastle-on-Tyne,
has been appointed to the Chair of Na«
tural History in St. Andrew’s Univer-
sity, vacant by the death of Protessor
McDonald.

The Home Record contains lengthy
letters from the Revs. T. Duncan and
P. Melville, giving accounts of their la-
bors in their respective charges at Char-
lottetown and Georgetown, P. E. 1. A
communication from Rev. Gavin Lang,
respecting the proposed union of the
Churches, also appearsin the same num-
ber.

SanpatH ScHooL RETURNS.—Re-
cently, a Conferencé of Teachers in con-
nection with the Greenock Church of
8:otland Sabbath School Assceiation,
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was held, at which Rev. J. McPherson,
Chairman, gave an abstract from the
report of the General Assembly’s Coms
mittee on Sabbath Schools of the
Church of Scotland. It appears that
there are 1780 schools, 155,411 scholars
on roll, with an average attendance of
124,119, Number of teachers, 14,191 ;
and 998 ministers teach or superintend.
653 parishes have Sabbath-school li-
braries; 13,122 attend Bible classes on
Sabbath, and 5004 attend similar classes
on week-day evenings.  £1254, 14s. was
collected for missions in the Sabbath-
schools. 111 parishes did not send in
reports; and 32 parishes have no Sab-
bath-schools. The report shows an in-
crease of 2438 scholars on the roll, 3631
in average attendance, £79, 18s. col-
lected for missions, and other valuable
information. Regarding the Sabbath-
schools in the Greenock Presbytery of
the Church of Scotland he also quoted
from the report : 30 schools ; 8313 schol-
arson roll, 2588 average attendance;
334 teachers; £48, 14s. collected for
missions. These statistics, he said, were
encouraging, and much more might be
done, and he hoped would be, over the
land. He said that ministers, sessions,
and members should encourage their
teachers, and asist them with their co-
operation, prayers, and contributions.

here was a large field, and the labour-
ers were few.

dntellipence,

Dalhousie College.

The friends of Edacation must have
heen extremely gratified, on the last
Wednesday of last month, at the result
of a few years’ earnest, indefatigable la-
Liour in connection with this institution
of learning. It has been our pleasure to
be present at both the opening and
closing exercises of the University for
several years, but never did we witness
so much interest, or so successful a ter-
mination to the work of a Session, as on
the present occasion, whether we take
into consideration the numbersand cha-
racter of the audience, the host of influ-
cntial citizens and officials in attendance,
or the degree of merit attained by the
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students. Among the wmore prominent
persous who surrounded Principal Ross,
on the platform, were His Honor the
Lieutenant Governor, Chiet Justice Sir
William Young, Hon. Provincial Secre-
tary, the Leader of the Oppuosition, and
Revs. G. W. Hill and G. M. Grant, il
of whom, with D. B. Wuudworth, Esy.,
gave good addresses seasoned with sound
advice to the students.  From the tone
ot the speeches, we should say that the
prospects of I lhousie College arve full
of hiepe, and we have no doubt that the
most sanguine expectations of its pro-
moters will ere long be realized. We
have much pleasure in laying before our
readers the list of students to whom the
various prizes were awarded.  Toward
the close of the proceedings, Mr. George
McMillan, brother of the esteemed in-
cumbent of St. Paul’s, Truro, read the
Valedictory Address,—which was a
model essay for such an occasion, and
was very ftavourably alluded to by the
Chief Justice and others.

PRIZE LIST.

CER1IFICATES OF GENERAL MERIT-

First Class.—Fourth year—L. H. Jordan,
G. McMillan; third year—J. W. Mcleod,
J. McG. Stewart, F. H. Bell; sccond vear
~J. McLean, J. Waddell ; tirst year-—J. H.
Cameron.

Second Class —Fourth year—Alex. Me-
Leod; third year—Burgess McKittrick ;
second year—J. McD. Scott; first year—R.
H. Humphrey.

UNIVERSITY PRIZES.

Fourth Ycar.—Classics, Geo. McMillan ;
Physics, Louis H. Jordan ; Ethics and Po-
litical Economy, Alex. Mcleod; History,
Louis H. Jordan.

Third Year.~Classics, Jno. W. McLeod ;
Nat. Philosophy, Johin W. McLeod ; Meta
physics, Jas. Stewart; Modern Languages,

urgess McKittrick ; Chemistry, (special
prize) Geo. L. Gordon.

Second Year.—Classic -, 1. Jas. McLean;
2. Archibald A. McKenzie; Mathematics,
1. Jas. McLean; 2. Howard H. Hamiiton ;
Psychology, James McLean; Chemistry,
James McLesn.

First Year.—QClassics, 1. John L. George ;
2. Robert H. Humphrey. Mathematics,
John H. Cameron. Rhctoric, Juhn [l
Cameron.

SPECIAL PRIZES.

The Sir William Young prize for eloca-
tion—8. McKnight, $20.

The St. Andrew's prize for best examina-
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tion in the classics of the 2ud year—James
McLean.

Mclbourne prize for best anuwers of 3rd
year—ist, Jumes McLeod, 925 ; 2nd, James
M. Stewurt, $15.

Warverley prize tor highest total of marks
of 2ud year—dJumes McLean, 860.

Alumri Association prizes for highest
totals of nurhs of Ist year—lIst, John H.
Cumneron, 30 ; 2ud, Robert 11 Humphrey,
$20.

* Unknown Benefactor”” prize for highest
total of wmurks made at the scisional ex-
amination b: a studentof any year—Jamey
McLean, 830,

Laurie prize of $20 for th2 best essay on
“ Qur Lake and River Fisheries "—Alex.
McLeod, (““ Thera *)

The medals offered by His Fxcellency
the Governor General of Canada for com-
petition amoay the undergraduates of the
4th year—Iouis . Jordan, gold medal;
Geo. MceMlian, silver medal.

The following i3 a list of graduates intro-
duced by Prusessor Lawson, Dr. Ross con-
terring the degrees:

B. A.

Geo. McMillan, Louis H. Jordan, Alex.
McLeod, James Fiszpatrick, Hector M.
Strambery.

M. A.
Hugh McKcnzie, Ephraim Scott.
M. D

Robhertson Cox, A. W. il. Lindsay, B.A .,
{ L. Bethune, Cassimir Robert, W. S.
Muir.

Massaore in a Presbyterian Church.

TLe following details of a most out-
rageous wassacre of Protestants, while
engaged in public worship, in Acapuleo,
on the night of January 26th, are given
by the eorrespondent of the New York
Herald, in its issue of 21st March :—

Rev. Mr. Hutchinson, pastor of the
Preshyterian congregation of the City of
Mexico, was invited to Acapuleo last
year by a luwyer named Procopio Diaz
and others, to organize & new congrega-
tion, the nucleus of which bad afready
existed nearly a year. Finding no suit-
able substitute, Mr. Hutchinson came
down in December and took temporary
charge of the uew church.  About nine-
ty persons were found desirous of em-
bracing the new doctrine, and an old,
vacant Catholic church was rented, and
on the 24th of January was opened in
due form, Hutchinson preaching twice
that day. During the previous month
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threats had been thrown out by the ad-
herents of the Roman Catholic Church
against their religious opponents.  The
former claimn tohave been systematically
insulted by the Protestants, who had a
small newspaper organ. The latter en-
crgetically deny baving dune anything
wmore than to fairly discuss scetarian
dogmas. A prayer meeting was held by
Hutchinson on the evening of the 23th,
and a similar gathering was agreed on
for the following eveming.  This mect-
ing was held, but Hutchinson was ill
and ynable to be present.  The Protes-
tant church has only two duors, Loth
opening on the street.  One was closed,
and the other, that nearer to the town,
open. In front of the door, between it
and the street, an uwb ageous tree
grows. Under the shade of this tree and
at either side of the door, watching the
proceedings within the church, the assas-
sius, numbering some thirty-five or forty
men, took their stand. Drocopis Diaz
bad addressed the congregation in place
ot their absent minister, and they were
singing a hymn when cight or ten of the
cut-throats outside entered, and, dividing
themselves, occupied stands near cither
side of the pulpit ; without any sign or
warning whatever, these incarnate devils
bared their murderous machetes and
commenced an indiscriminate slaughter
of the peaceful inmates cf the church,
not entirely indiscriminate, for the leader
of the murderers and one of his men
marked out Diaz as their special victim.
A couple of machete blows were aimed
at his head, which, if received in their
full force, must have terminated his ex-
istence. As it happened, he bhad had
sufficient presence of mind to dodge his
head behind the pulpit, and a portion of
the board was cut through bLefore the
weapon reached its mark. He drew a
pistol and tried to fire, but the assailants
were too quick for him, and the leader
inflicted a ghastly gash on his pistol hand.
While this was passing, the hervic wife
of Diaz picked up a ciiir, vushed upon
one of her husband’s would-be murderers,
pinned him to the wall, and by main
torce wrenched the machete from his
bloody hands. With this she defended
herself, and hastened to the aid of Diaz.
Perceiving a favorable opportunity. she
said to her husband, * Now, fire” le
did s0, and fatally shot the leader.
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Within the church a bloody and mur-
derous hand-to-hand fight was waged for
six or ¢ight minutes. The machete was
wiclded with fearful effect; human flesh
cut and gashed like bullock mmeat, while
the blood streamed in torrents over the
floor now encumbered by dying or
wounded men and women. Ten or
a dozen shots were fired, a few from the
assailed, some of whom had revolvers.
At the commencement of the onslaught,
those who were near the door attempted
to escape. This was a fatal mistake, for
as the affrighted worshippers gaine(l
the street, they were deliberately cut
down by the ambushed ruffians on both
sides of the door outside. In this way
the American citizen Henry Morris met
his death.  Hisbead was nearly severed
from the body by a machete blow, and
his chest was cat open at a single stroke,
deep into the ribs.  He and two other
men and a woman were killed outright,
and eleven wounded more or less severe-
Iy, of whom several have since died.
Morris was a colored man from Boston;
Le leaves a wife and several children
he had been in Acapulco some eightecen
ycars or more, having come to this town
in the capacity of body-servant to Mr.
Van Brunt, formerly agent of the Pacific
Mail Steamship Company. The massa-
cre commenced about ten minutes after
8 o'clock, and lasted only six or eight
minutes. The first news which the au-
thorities had of it was from a wounded
man called Juan El Negro, who made
his way to the plaza, and at the drug
store there was met by Major Francisco
Mejia, commander of the few federal
troops stationed about Acapuleco. Mejia
at once started on a run to the scene of
action, some four hundred yards off, and
a tew minutes later the town police, fol-
lowed soon atter by the federal troops
from the Castle, were on the ground.
More than five minutes could not have
clapsed from the closing of the battle to
the time when the authoritics reached
their posts.  As usual in such cases, the
police and their allies came too late.
They got to the fatal ficld only in time
to pick up the dead and wounded, but
not early enongh to arrest upon the spot
or follow up any one who could be un-
mediately recognized as a participant in
the dreadful tragedy.

Incidentally it may be mentioncd that
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one of the assassing, who was desperately
wounded, and could not get out of the
way, was taken into custody and placed
in close confinement. IHis deposition
has Leen taken, in which, of course, it
uprearud that he figured as a spectator
ouly. A couple of other wounded men
were apprehended, but as nobody has
appeared to implicate them, the prosecu-
tion may be looked upon as abandoned.

Tue Revival of Religion in various
sections of Nova Scotia continues to ad-
vance.  Very cheering accouats are re-
ported. On another page we give the
statement of one who took part in the
movement in Pictou.

Tue last Sabbath of May is recom-
mended, by the Moderators ot the two
Synods of the Lower Provinces, to be
observed as a day of special prayer and
thanksgiving, with a view to the con-
summation of Union. Sce page 114.

WE notice, in late papers, the obituary
of Rev. James Mair, formerly a mission-
ary in connection with our Church in
Nova Scotia, whence he removed to
Martintown, Ontario. There he was
inducted as minister of St. Andrew’s
Church, but he subsequently wert tothe
United States, and his death occurred at
Lake Shetck, Minnesota. Mr. Mair
was a native of Aberdeen, and brother
of Rev. Wm. Mair, of Earlston, Berwick-
shire, Scotland.

SEVERAL persons are engaged in the
laudable ctfort to establish an Asylum
for Inebriates in Nova Scotia. A gen-
tleman of experience, from the Umited
States, has visited Halifax with a special
view of increasing the interest in the
project.

Tuge Theological Hall of the Sister
Presbyterian Church was closed on the
cvening of April 10, by an address by
Dr. Burns, ot Fort Massey Cburch, on
« Certain Pbases of Modern Infidelity,”
which was characterized by marks of
ability.

Tae ¢ Presbyterian Year-Book for
1875, giving lists of ch: and minis-
ters, colleges and schemes, and all other
useful information respecting the four
Churches now about to be united, can
be had of W. G. Pender, Secretary
Monthly Record.
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Dz. Brcnaxax, another of the great
Free Church leaders, is dead. lHaving
gone to Rume to spend a few montls, he
died there, suddenly, at the age of 73
years. An able and distinguished di-
vinc, the whole Church will %ave cause
to lament his loss.

The Constitution of the United States
still requires amendment, and for many
years past right-thinking men have ad-
vocated the introduction of a section
acknowledging God as the Supreme
Ruler of nations as well as of individuals,
but as yet without success. The advos
cates of this Amendment contemplate
holding a grand convention at Philadel-
phia next year, in order that they may
wake known to the world that they  are
not unmindful of the honour due to the
name of the Lord, and of vur duty to
exalt it on the land so blessed by Him.”

In Central Turkey there are now 26
organised churches, with some 2500
members, and audiences amounting in
the aggregate to 5000 or 6000 steady
attendants, and in the Sunday-schools
there is an equally large attendance.
Besides, there are some 40 out stations,
where small congregations are strug-
gling ug‘into organization and self-sup-
port. The people are aroused on the
subject of education. Advanced schools
are called for, and some of the young
men go abroad te England or America
to pursue their studies. The missionary
is now become a superintendent and
educator. He has to deal with cburches
and communities, rather than with indi-
viduals and little audiences as at the
fist. He labors through the native
pastors and helpers whom he educates
and counsels, and through the churches
and church unions, which require his
advice.  This wonderful change has
taken place in less than a quarter of a
century, and calls for unmingled grati-
tude.

The progress of the G movement
in ltaly is very considerable. Most of
the churches report the adition of seven
to tcn members, and as many catechu-
mens under instruction, and the up-
springing of neighboring village sta-
tions. Schools and excellently-edited
evangelical journals are everywhere cs-
tablished. Unions of Christian youth,
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on an undenominational basis, have
sprung up in all the larger towns, and
are in correspondence with one another.
Better halls are secured, and many old
Eiaces of Roman Catholic worship have

cen purchased. Regular and larger
contributions are rendered as the fruit
of a growing and moie intelligent piety,
and a more thorough organization. A
greater number of priests have become

obedient to the fuith, and the whole ¢,

evangelical work has assumed visibility
and standing, and gained the respect
of the powers that be.

Rev. Mr. PARADIS' mission to the
French settlers in New Brunswick, seems
to be making gradual progress. In a
private letter he says:—* My work is
progressing slowly, and sometimes it 13
accompanied by discouragements. But
I have every reason to be thankful for
the success which has attended wmy ef-
forts. I think I may safely say five or
six bave renounced Romanisin since the
first of January. A woman (French)
was telling me last Sabbath that she was
more happy than she had ever been,
and wisbed she could only continue to
be as she was then in that respect. 1
believe she is not only a convert from
Romanisu, but a convert to Christianity.
Pray for me that God may give me
more strength and faith, that 1 way be
the means of leading many souls to
Jesus.”

We understand that Mr. James C.
Herdman, B. A, has gained, at the
Edinburgh University, three prizes—for
Theology, Church History and Hebrew.

ACEKENOWLBEDGMENTS.
SYNOD'S HOME MISSION.
Col. St. Stephen's Church, St. Joha,

Ve “se®tesssr s censeranserrte .o
Col. from Spring Hill cougregation...
¢ Salt Sprin,

. .“

5 2
2 45
.............. 10 15
St. James' Church,Newcastle 21 50
* 8t Paul’s Church, Woodstock 14 00
¢ 8t. Luke's Church, Bathurst. 10 59
s East Branch of E. R., Pictou 22 0
St. James' Charch, Newcas-
tle, N.B........ .... teeeeees. 100
Col. St. Andrew's Church, Pictou... . 34 92
¢ St. Matthew's Church, Pugwash.. 13 29

$175 16

Cr.o. P. MrrcHeLy, Treas.
Balifaz, N. 8., May 4, 1875.

P
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FOREIGN MISSION FUND.

Col. Dundee, Ontario, per Rev. Mr.
Ross .oiveeinnacnen oo eiiee +.. 8100 W
10 0v

25 0v

(T
Col. Perth, Ontario, per Rev. Mr Bain
** Campbeliton, Kempt Road and
Flat Lands, per Rev. Wm. Murray.
Post Ottice box 29, Pictou, for Mr.
Robertson's mission, per Rev. J. F.
Campbell ............ .....
Col Black River, viz , hy Miss Kelly,
$1300, Miss Dick, $6.82, Miss
Russell, 82.23 ........... ...... .
|. Red Bank, by Misa Hubbard, $6,
Miss P. Blackmore, $4.85, Miss J.
Russell, $1 25, Miss J Johnston, 95¢
Col. Truro. per Rev. Mr. McMillan,
(additional).....coneriaeiennnnn

1w
22 19

13 05
15 03

$18; 26
Jas. J. BREMNKR, Treas.
Halifux, N. 8., 5th May, 1875.

— .

PAYMENTS FOR ‘* RECORD.”

J. A. McLean, Mount Thom...... .$13 00
J. McKinnon, Canoe Cove, P E. L.... 520
T. A. Fraser, Pugwash River......... 4 00
Jas. McLeod, West River............ 60
CJD. McDowall, Pugwash, (per Rev.

Alex. McKentie, Stake Road......... 100
Alex. McKay, Esq., M.P P., W. River 1 80
A. Mickle, Thomson Pond........... 150

W. Fraser, Rockley............... e U
W. Fraser, Fall Brook........ [ 175
Rev. J. McMillan, Truro....... Leee 1500

Halifaz:—J. Cook and C. Fletcher, 60 cts.
each,

W. G. PENDER, Sec'y.
Halifax, May 6, 1875.

WANTED.

AGENTS, male or female, to take orders
for late valuable PUBLICATIONS. Steady em -
ployment given to reliable persons iu any
part of Nova Scotis, New Brunswick, P. k.
lsland or Newfoundland. Address,

W G. PENDER, 18 Blowers St. Halifax.

BULBS AND SEEDS!
EBlogant Illustrated Catalogue,
COXNTAIXNING

EIGHT COLORED PLATES,

Mailed to any address upon the receipt of 10
cents.

SEEDS, BUILDBS, &c.,

Fresu tnd ReuAnte sent by mail to sny
part of the Dominion.

CHASE BROTHERS & BOWMAN,
Toronto, Ont.



