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SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

If you value your child’s health,
e don’t give cough remedies or medi-
- cines of any sort that contain opium
or any narcotic.  Petroleum is simple and safe,
and when properly refined and emulsified is of
immense value in the treatment of coughs, colds,
and lung troubles. This is what parents have
to say about Angier's Emulsion :

Dear Sirs,—My little boy, aged 6} years, has Dear Sirs,—1 write to tell you of the good
derived great benefit from the use of Angier's effect of your emulsion in my ‘little boy's case,
Petroleum Emulsion. He could neither eat nor He is but two years and six months old, and has
sleep, and used to get up in the morning more been very delicate since birth. Last winter he
lirwll than wi en he went to bed at night. He used had a severe attack of whooping cough and inflam-
to cough nearly the whole night through, and had mation of the lungs, and it left him with weak
been in this state for nearly twelve months, He lungs and a perfect skeleton, and we could et
has taken no end of medicines, including emul- him to eat next to nothing. Thanks to your
sions of cod liver oil, but derived no benefit from medicine, all that is now changed ; he is the pie-
their use, After taking only one large bottle of ture of health, quite fat and a perfect romp, ne
your Petroleum Emulsion he is now completely | still a moment, This great change is entirel,
cured, and 1 shall never be without a bottle of it to one large hottle, besides the sample bottle which
in the house. you so kindly sent me,

(Signed) B. RICKARD. (Signed) K. TINTON,

ANGIER'S PETROLEUM EMULSION is bland, soothing, creamy. Children like it,
and take it readily when they cannot be induced to take Cod Liver Oil,  ¥or those who
suffer from lack of nutrition, who are pinched in appearance and uny in development,
it is just what is needed. Their food agrees with them better, nmf is perfectly digested
They eat better, digest better, sleep better, and gain in weight, color and general health.
Give it to the children when they cough, when their food does not digest, or when their
bowels are out of order. The medical profession preseribe it largely in such cases, and it
is used in children’s hospitals,

A FREE SAMPLE BOTTLE

on receipt of 10 cents to cover postage, or without charge if called for,

Angier Chemical Co.," & T oronto

In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning anything advertised in this Magasine, you will oblige e
N Wby mMmmwumlumsmeNML&:ru”




Books of the OId Testament.
BY MISS VERMILLEA NESBITT,

The great Jehovah speaks to us,

In Genesis and Exodus;

Leviticus and Numbers see,

Followed by Deuteronomy,

Joshua and Judges sway the land,

Ruth gleans her sheaf with trembling

hand,

Samuel and numerous Kings appear,

Whose Chronicles we wondering hear,

Ezra and Nehemiah now,

Esther the beauteous wonders show,

Job speaks in signs, David in Psalms;

The Proverbs speak to scatter alms,

Ecclesiastes then comes on

With the sweet Song of Solomon,

Isaiah and Jeremiah then,

With Lamentations take the pen.

Ezekiel, Daniel and Hosea,

Joel, Amos, and Obadiah,

Jonah, Micah and Nahum come,

And the lofty Habakkuk finds room.

Zephaniah, Haggai calls,

And Zechariah builds his wall,

While Malachi, with garments rent,

Concludes the ancient Testament,

Kerfoot, Man,

The Home Department.

We learn how to do things from the
examples of others. The following let-
ter from Mrs, Frances L. Proctor, the
superintendent, shows how a successful
Home Department at Canton was organ-
ized, and how it is carried on. Those
who have been hesitating about begin-
ning a Home Department, should g0 and
do likewise :

FEBRUARY, 1900,

No. 2.

Uur Home Department was organized
in the fall of 1894, beginning its real
work January 1st, 1895, We first made
a list of all members of our church not
attending Sunday-school, and added to
it the names of the parents of children
in the main school, To them was sent.
in advance of the visitors, circulars ex-
plaining the pburpose of the work, and
breparing the way for the coming of the
visitors,

The Department began work with a
membership of 126, During the first
year, the officers and teachers of our
Sunday-school tendered the members of
the Home Department a reception, and
later sent them tickets to a stereoptican
entertainment, also invitations to the
“Rally Day " exercises of the main
school,

We had, at one time, quite a large
number of members out of the city, to
whom we mailed quarterly supplies,

Later, some of them were organized
into a local Home Department under the
care of a school near by, We have a
dozen members in a little mining town,
five miles distant, under the care of one
of our own visitors, Our membership
is now 197,

We consider the Home Department
work one of the most important ever
undertaken by our church and Sunday-
school.  We believe it offers wonderful
Opportunities for missionary work. Some
of our visitors are doing most faithful
work, doing it not only willingly, but
with great joy. We find that those visi-
tors who most enjoy the work are the
ones who are most faithful in every par-
ticular, They lose very few members,
and receive from them many evidences
of appreciation of the work done in their
behalf for the Master's sake,
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OUR PERIODICALS.
The best, the cheapest, the most entertaining

the most popular. Fearl)

" Mw‘ou
Christian Guardian, weekly. .......... ... . $100
Methodist ine and Review, monthly . 200
ne and Review, and Guardian or Wes| 275
Magazine and Review, Guardian and Onward 825
The Wesl , Halifax, wum',. vigd 100
Bnndqyazo‘:l Banner, monthly ... ... . . 060
Onward, 8pp. 4to, weekly, under 5 copies. , . 060
5 copies and upwards .. . b . 0850
Pleasant Hours, 4pp. 4to, wee 0 30
Less than 20 copies . 0%
Over 20 copies . 024
Sunbeam, lurt‘n‘:ahuy, less thai .01
10 copies upwards.. .. . 012
Happy Days, fortnightly, less . 015
Boop}u and upwards.. .. . 012
Dew Drops, weekly, .. . 007
Per quarter ... .. . 002
Berean Senior Qunrlerlr ........ ve 02
Berean Leaves, 100 coples per month,............. 5 50

Berean Intermediate Quarterly, 100 copies per
quarter 6 00

Qu rterly Review Servic ear, 8 cents

adoz n; T, 6 cents a
........................... L 650

THE Asove Prices INCLUDE PosTaae
WILLIAM BRIGGS,
Methodist Book and Publishing House,
C. W, Coarrs, Toroxto, 8. F. Homsmis,
2176 8t. Catherine St., Meth, Book Room,
ontreal, Que, Halifax, N.8,

Sundap School Banner,
W. H. WITHROW, D.D., EDITOR.
V_TORONTO, FER[J

ARY, 1900,

The Home Department.

NEW BRUNSWICK,

Northumberland County reports nine
Home Departments with a membership
of 173. The work is increasing. One
superintendent reports that the Home
Department has helped the Sunday-
school numerically and financially. An-
other says: “Our Home Department
brings our whole neighbourhood in touch
with Sunday-school work.”

MANITOBA.

At the annual convention the Home
Department secretary reported an in-
crease in the number of Home Depart-
ments and in membership, the number
now being 27 and the total membership
1,095. The largest department is in the
Newdale Methodist school, the member-

ship of which 1s 185, but the Brandon
Methodist school follows hard after with
an enrolment of 120.

WINTER HOME DEPARTMENTS,

At this season of the year, when many
neighbourhood Sunday-schools are com-
pelled to be closed on account of the
severity of the winter, the plan of con-
verting them into Home Departments
for the season fg worthy of consideration,
This is done in some localities, and al-
ways with profit. It ig an easy matter
to supply the scholars with lesson helps
for the winter months, and by the con-
tinuance of their studies they keep in
closer touch with the work, and the way
is open for resuming the school in the
spring with greater interest. If there
must be summer Sunday-schools, let
there be an equal number of winter
Home Departments,

A GOOD REMINDER.

A Home Department worker who is
watching for opportunities to promote
an interest in the work has printed, on
slips of paper, the following, which he
encloses in letters, or places in the hands
of people as he has opportunity :

Is it your desire—

To interest adults
school ?

To interest
school ?

To increase attendance in your Sun-
day-school ?

To promote more
Sunday-school ?

To secure a wider
Sunday-school ?

To develop workers in your Sunday-
school ?

To awaken new
day-school ?

Then start a Home Department.

in your Sunday-

parents in your Sunday-

Bible study in your

influence in your

interest in your Sun-

HOW ONE PASTOR HELPED,

On a recent Sunday morning the pas-
tor of the Lewis Avenue Congregational
church, Brooklyn, N.Y., made an earnest
appeal to all members of the congrega-
tion who do not attend Sunday-school
in his church on Sunday afternoon to
spend at least a half hour each week at
home in the study of the regular lessons.
Cards were distributed through the con-
gregation, and all who were willing to
become members were given an oppor-
tunity to sign the same. As a result of
this movement over five hundred persons
have already signed the cards,
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AN INTERESTING INSTANCE,

The following instance, i'lustrative of
Home Department work, is reported by
Mrs. E. M. Ferguson, of New Jersey :

‘A young man and his wite, who were
formerly active in church work, had
drifted away so far that the Bible was
an unopened book, until one day the wife
was approached by a Home Department
visitor and asked to become a member.
Her conscience was aroused, and as a
result she and her husband began to
study the Bible together, and both gladly
became members of the Home Depart-
ment.”

Mrs. Ferguson also reports that at a
recent Sunday-school picnie, the Home
Department members were supplied with
ice cream tickets free. The superin-
tendent also saw that they were supplied
with fans on which was printed the pro-
gramme of the school for the summer.
These were practical methods of identify-
ing the Home Department more closely
with the school.

A SOURCE OF BLESSING,

What a source of blessing a well-or-
ganized Home Department can be to a
community, as well as to the main
school ! People just settling in the
locality are at once visited in the in-
terest of the school, entire families in-
vited to the church and school, a hearty
welcome extended in the name of the
Master, a church and a Sunday-school
home offered at once.

But the primary object of the Home
Department is to interest every one In
the study of God’s Word, and especially
those who for any reason are denied the
privilege «* attending the regular Sun-
day-school service. Are all the people
in any neighbourhood members of the
Sunday-school ?  Are all the people sys-
tematically studying God’s Word ? It
the answer to either question is in the
negative, there is positive evidence of
the necessity of the Home Department.

The benefits derived are many. To
the individual, the family, the neigh-
bourhood, the Sunday-school, and the
church come many unlooked-for bless-
ings. The Sunday-school teacher who
has scholars whose parents are mem-
bers of the Home Department will readily
testify to the marked improvement in
the scholars’ knowledge of the lesson.
The superintendent owes much to the
efficient and patient labour of the visitor
of the Home Department. The pastor
Is indebted to the visitor for keeping
him informed of new-comers and of cases
needing his attention.—Inter., Evangel.

Sunday-school Statistics of All
Nations,

The following table of statistics was
presented to the International Sunday-
school Convention, held in Atlanta, Ga.,
in April, 1899 :

R PO
!:m‘fyn Teachers | Schours ue.r'-‘-l;u.

Europe. [
England and Wales
Scotland

43,632/ 613,036( 6,843,072/ 7,
63,030 7
27,980

6,338
3,620

13,360/
319,316,

ulgaria,
Denmark
Finland .
France .
Germany
Greece .. ..., . 7
Holland . .. 4,062
Italy 336 1,482
Norway, | 749 3,311
Portugal ‘ 18/ 70|
Russia .., 83| 785)
Spain ... . | 48, 220)
Sweden, .. .| 5,860 18,144
Switzerland, ... .. | 1,762 7,490}
Turkey in Europe, .| 30 170)
r -4 Asia | '
India, includin
Jeylon .. ... I 5,678 13,987 247,472 201,400
‘ersia, et 107 440 4,876 5,816
Siam . . 16| 64 809/ 873
China . ‘ 105, 1,053] 5,264 6,817
Japan . 150 300( 7019 7409
Turkey it Asia 516 4,250 25,888 30,0838
¥ 4,246 8,455 161,304 169,849
North America.
United States. 311,309, 711(11,327,858 12,727,669
Ci 79,500\ 657,442 736,942
2,374 22,766 25140
10,760 111,335 122,104
Central Americal
and Mexico. . .. .. 5504 1,300 15,000 16,000
South Amevica. . ., 360[  3,0000 150,000 153,000
Oceanica.
Australasia. ... . . 7,458) 54,670 605,031  6:0,701
Fiji Island . o 1,474 2,700/ 42,909 ,609
Hawaiian Island. , . 230| 1,413 15,840 17,253
Other Islands. . 210/ 800, 10,000 10,800
World. ..., 252,510 2,388,449 23,049,009 25,437,458
'
—
—

Those parents who neglect the home
training of their children in divine things
have no claim upon the promises, and
cannot complain if they early depart
from the Sunday-school and forsake both
it and the church. If their children are
saved to the church, it is a miracle of
grace, and if they wander away, it is not
hard to fix the responsibility,
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What Does It Matter?

It matters little where I was born,
Or if my parents were rich or poor;
Whether they shrank from the cold
world’'s scorn,
Or walked in the pride of wealth secure;
But whether I live an honest man,
And hold my integrity firm in my
clutch,
1 tell you, my brother, as plain as I can,
It matters much !

It matters little how long I stay

In a world of sorrow, sin and care;
Whether in youth I am called away,

Or live till my bones and pate are bare;
But whether I do the best I can,

To soften the weight of adversity's

touch,
On the faded cheek of my fellow man,
It matters much !

It matters little where be my grave,
Or on the land or on the sea,
By purling brook or 'neath stormy wave,
It matters little or naught to me;
But whether the Angel of Death comes
down
And marks my brow with his loving
touch,
As one that shall wear the victor’s crown,
It matters much !
—From the Swedish.

Methodist Magazine and Review
for January.

The Methodist Magazine and Review
for January begins its fifty-first volume
with a noteworthy number., The initial
paper of Sir John Bourinot, one of a
series on the “ Progress of Canada Dur-
ing the Queen's Reign,” by that dis-
tinguished writer, strikes a philosophic
and patriotic note. This series will be
of great interest and importance. It is
beautifnlly illustrated, many of the prints
being very rare. Dr. Blackstock has also
a very handsomely illustrated article on
“ Picturesque Spain,” and Dr. Maclean
one on ‘“Wallace Wight, the Hero of
Scottish History,” with several half-tone
pictures. “ The Progress of Canadian
Methodism During the Century,” by the
Kditor, has several excellent portraits
and other illustrations. Dr. Lathern, of
Halifax, writes vigorousiy on * Cromwell

and his New Statute,” a cut of which is
given, Dr. Ross, of Guelph, in his
* Side Lights on Methodism,” sketches
the romantic career of the Rev. William
Savage, in stirring times in the Old Land.
Dr. Rose writes gracefully on the * Wit
and Wisdom of George Eliot,” and Chan-
cellor Burwash on “ The University and
the Nation.” The new serial story,
“ Your Little Brother James,” strikes a
fine note of blended humour and pathos,
A vivid sketch and portrait are given of
Cecil Rhodes, the founder of Rhodesia,
now impounded at Kimberley. The pro-
gress of the war is vividly presented,
with map and numerous excellent half-
tone cuts, Now is the time to sub-
scribe for this oldest Canadian monthly.
November and December numbers given
free. One of our ministers, the Rev. W,
Savage, orders fourteen copies for his
friends, Some schools have taken from
ten to forty copies for circulation. Try
it. It is better, fresher, and cheaper
than books.

Toronto : William Briggs. Montreal :
C. W. Coates. Halifax : 8. F. Huestis,
$2.00 a year; $1.00 for six months,

A Systematic Plan.

BY SALLY CAMPBELL.

We had a big missionary rally in our
town a month ago. Somebody came to
me yesterday to help fill out an account
of the afternoon programme. Very
promptly I reminded her of two items to
which I had listened with wonder and
envy. One of the speakers had reported
a boys' society of ten members with an
average attendance of ten! A later
speaker, referring to this, said that she
could do even better, for her society of
girls had a membership of forty-six and
an average attendance of forty-six !

What figures these are when we re-
member our Sunday-school classes !

There are plenty of hard questions for
Suaday-school workers to answer : How
are we to learn the best lessons each
week ? How shall we persuade our
scholars to learn for themselves ? How
may we bring them to be taught of God ?
But of necessity the first problem is to
get the scholars to the school week by
week. No matter how carefully and
prayerfully we are prepared, we plainly
cannot teach a boy anything who 1s two
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miles away up the river. Let ug do our
best by Tom and Dick, who are pretty
regular in their places, but let us not
forget that we have a responsibility, too,
to Harry, who three weeks out of four
is absent, both in body and spirit,

These are platitudes, you say. I ac-
knowledge it. Please let me repeat
them. There is a certain class of little
girls, we will say. Five or six of them
attend regularly; they are intelligent and
enthusiastic, they like the school and
love their teacher, and she rejoices in
them, as she would be very ungrateful
not to do. But she is a happy teacher
if, when she looks at her class roll, she
does not find the names of two or three
scholars who are conspicuous by their
absence.  Such little straying sheep
belong in the fold, and she must answer
for them to the head Shepherd.  Shall
she not echo His own words, * Them
also I must bring, and they shall hear
my voice” ?

How are we to win these indifferent
and irregular scholars ? It jg no holi-
day job. I have no facile remedy to
offer, and any suggestion from me must
be made in the spirit of meekness, con-
sidering myself and how desperately
discouraged I, too, often am in just this
matter.  What I wish to do is to play
the part of interviewer, and let others
share with me the benefit of a few sen-
tences from an energetic primary teacher
who has been laying out her plans for
the year,

"1 have fifty scholars,” she said, “or
rather, fifty names on my roll, That
means fifty families; not quite so many,
either, for some of the children are
brothers and sisters, but they all make
a big parish for one woman. You see,
[ mean to consider those families as my
special field. 1 am going to see them
and get acquainted and try to help
them.”

She did not enlarge on the subject.
What she said was thrown into our talk
by way of explaining some position, and
she has no doubt forgotten that she told
me anything about it; but I have been
wondering what the result would be if
all Sunday-school teachers took the same
“field” and put the honest, persistent
labour upon it that thig teacher will,
Do we know the fathers and mothers of
our scholars, their brothers and sisters
and homes ? Dc we follow them up
during the week in any practical, actual
way ?  Never mind what our theories
may be; what is our practice ? When
have we gone the rounds of our class in

a pleasant, friendly, profitable visit to
each ?

This, again, is commouplace. But
there was something nove| in the clean-
cut, business-like shape in which my
primary teacher had the ldea in her
mind.  And I take it that In these days
of “methods " there can be few found
better suited to raise our school aver-
ages than this very simple one,

Let us set before us the ldeal of an
average attendance of the whole class,
and let us put as a limit to our efforts
after that ideal the « seventy times
=cven” of our Lord,

Points for Teaching,

Pray while you teach.

Be sure and be thorough,

Make your teaching vivid and prac-
tical,

Make the opening words of each legson
impressive,

Know what answer you desire before
asking a question.

Teach many texts of Seripture and
verses of beautiful hymns,

When the scholar has not learned, the
teacher has not taught,

Come before your class every Sunday
with a message for them,

It gives confidence to know that you
know what you are teaching,

Make the lesson so short and simple
that you will have ample time for re-
view,

Correct mistakes kindly; sometimes
praise where questions are answered cor-
rectly.

Study the lesson carefully, but study no
less diligently the children whom you
teach,

The primary teacher should above all
things teach the children to love God and
hate sin.—Our Young Folks,

One of our American exchanges an-
nounces a Harmony of the Gospels, which
it declares essential for a comprehension
of the Sunday-school lessons, Price,
£1.50. Withrow's Harmony sells for just
one-third that price. One teacher or-
dered twenty copies for use in the
school, another a larger number, and one
gentleman ordered one hundred and
thirty copies for gifts to his Bible-class,
Agents wanted in every school. Special
discounts offered. Address, Rev, Dr,
Withrow, Toronto,
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A Prayer

While sounds of war are heard around,
And death and ruin strew the ground,
To thee we look, on thee we call,
The Parent and the Lord of all !

O see with what insatiate rage

Thy sons their impious battle wage,
See guilty passions spring to birth,
And deeds of death deform the earth.

Great God, whose powerful hand doth bind
The raging waves, the furious wind,

O bid the human tempest cease,

And hush the maddening world to peace.

Book Notices.

“The Monuments and the Old Testa-
ment.” By Ira Maurice Price, Ph.D.
Chicago : The Christian Culture Press,
Toronto : William Briggs. Price, $1.50,

It has been said that now-a-days the
spade is the best commentator, that the
discoveries recently made in Bible lands
throw more light upon the sacred Secrip-
ture than any others. It seems as if God
had sealed up in the earth these wonder-
ful monuments till the time was fully
ripe for their decipherment and explana-
tion. Amid the wreck and ruin of an-
cient monarchies it is marvellous that
such striking testimonies have remained
which so strikingly corroborates the
Word of God.

With the very beginning of this cen-
tury came the deciphering of the Rosetta
Stone, so named because it was found
near the Rosetta mouth of the Nile. It
had a threefold inscription, one in Greek,
one in hieroglyphs, and one in what is
called the Demotic language of Egypt.
This enabled Champollion and other
scholars of Egyptian history to read the
riddle of ancient Egypt that never had
been read before.

The subsequent discoveries of Layard
and Rawlinson at Babylon and Nineveh
and the deciphering of the Cuneiform
Tablets, turn a new, brilliant page in
the story of the past. Another very im-
portant find was recently made in Egypt
—the Tel-el-amarna Tablets—which com-
pletely refute the ideas generally held as
to the civilization of early times. These
discoveries show that away back in the
time of Abraham there was a copious
literature. Thus the objection of the
higner critics against the alleged author-

ship of the Pentateuch by Moses on ac-
count of the alleged ignorance of writing
at the time, falls to the ground.

The accumulated evidence on these
subjects is scattered through a number
of volumes and reports of the explora-
tion societies, but in this book they have
been condensed and co-ordinated in a
very admirable manner. One riddle of
the past that has till recently defled in-
terpretation was the question, “Who were
the Hittites ?” This question is very
largely solved in this volume,

An important feature of the book is the
coplous illustration and reproduction by
photography of its ancient tablets, Some
of them are evidently portraits. In one
group of the Hittites we discern a very
striking likeness to a distinguished Cana-
dian judge. In another group the self-
satisfying smirk of the faces is very
realistic and funny.

The book throws much light upon that
Old Testament history wnich the Sunday-
schools of Christendom have recently
been studying.

“Judea from Cyrus to Titus—537 B.C.-
70 A.D.” By Elizabeth Wormeley
Latimer., Chicago: A. C. McClurg and
Company. Toronto : William Briggs.
Price, $2.50.

It is strange that so little is known by
“the average reader ” about the history
of Judea during the interval between the
inspired records of the Old and New Tes-
tament. To very many Matthew seems
to follow Malachi after a very brief in-
terval. Even such a veteran student of
history as Mrs. Latimer says that this
was her own feeling till she was engaged
to translate the fourth and fifth volumes
of Renan's “History of the People of
Israel.” It is curious to note that al-
though she knew no Greek or Hebrew
she copied in manuscript all the copious
Greek and Hebrew notes of Renan with
only two or three mistakes.

The period covered by this book is one
of much heroic adventure and romantic
interest. It covers the times, which we
have been following in the Sunday-school
lessons, of Cyrus, Ezra and Nehemiah.
It records the remarkable story of Alex-
ander the Great, whose rapid conquest of
the then known world surpassed the later
victories of Napoleon. It describes the
wide-spread dispersion of the Jews which
began many centuries before Christ, and
the great colony they established in
Alexandria. It gives a vivid account
of the patriotic revolt of the Maccabees.
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It describes the rise of the evil house of
Herod till its wickedness culminated in
he inhuman monster, misnamed Herod
the Great. It follows the sad story of
Judea under the worst of the Roman
emperors, Caligula, Claudius, and Nero,
ind vividly pictures the awful siege of
Jerusalem when was fulfilled the im-
precation, “ His blood—the blood of the
Innocent One—be upon us and upon our
children,”

A knowledge of the period covered by
this book is absolutely essential to an in-
telligent understanding of both the 0o1d
and New Testament. We know no book
that so clearly and succinctly sets it forth
as the pleasant pages of Mrs. Latimer.,

Lessons and Goiden Textr,

. January 7.—Tug Birry OF JEsUS.  Luke 2, 1-16.
Commit vs. 811, (Read Luke 1; Matt, 1; John
L 1-18.) GoLoes Text: Thou shalt call his name
Jesus: for he shall save his people from their
sins. Matt, 1, 21,

. January 14.—Tug Cuinp Jesus VISITS JERUSALRM,
Luke 2. 4162, Commit v, 49.52, (Read Matt,
2; Luke 2, 21-38.) GOLDEN Text: And Jesus
increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour
with God and man, Luke 2, 52,

January 21, —Tug PrEACHING OF JOHN THE Barisr,
Luke 8, 117, (May be used as a Temperan e
Lesson.) Commit vs. 3.6, (Read Mal. 3, 1-7;
4.1-6.) GouoeN Texr: Prepare ye the way of the
Lord. " Luke 3. 4,

- January 25.—Tug BArmism Axp TeMPTATION OF
JRSU.  Matt. 3. 13 to 4, 11, Commit vs, 16, 17,
srclo;mplm Luke 3, 21, 22 with 4, 1-13.)  Goupey

T This is my beloved Son, in whom 1 am well
leased. Matt, 3, 17,

. February 4, —Tue First DiscirLes or Jesus, John
1 Commit ve, 35-37. (Read John 1, 19-51,)
GOLDRN Trxr: They followed Jesus, John 1,

V1. February 11.—Jrsus axp Nicovemus,
Commit vs, 14-17, (Read John 2.) GOLDEN Ty
For God 80 loved the world, that he &ave his onl
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him

Order of Services,

OPENING SERVICE,

L. SiLesom.

I1. ResPONSIVE SENTENCRS,

Surr.  In this was manifest
toward us, because that God sent his
only begotten Son into the world, that
we mifht live through him,

Herein is love, not that we loved God,
but that he loved us, and sent his Son
to be the propitiation for our sins,

Beloved, if God so loved us, we cught
also to love one another,

No man hath seen God at an time, 1If
we love one another, God welleth in
us, and his love is perfected in us,

Hereby know we that we dwell in him,
and he in us, because he hath given us
of his Spirit,

And we have seen and do testify that the
Father ll;nl the Son to be the Saviour of

world,

Whosoever shall confess that Jesus s the
Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and
he in God.

And we have known and believed the love
that God hath to God is love ; and

he that dwelle love dwelleth in

God, and God s

(1 John 4, 9-16.)
God

SCHOOL.

Sver,

ScHooL.
Supr,
SCH00L.
Suver,

Al

us.
th in
n him.

~Studies in the Life

vii

This writer is a born historian.  She has
issued seven volumes on the history of
the nineteenth century, and hopes to add
yet another, to be called “ Up-to-date,”
sounding out the story of the most won-
derful hundred years the world has ever
seen,

This book contains ten full-page illus-
trations and a map.

The Westminster Teacher, one of the
most valued of our exchanges, comes to
us much enlarged and improved. It is
one of the best of the lesson helps and
worthy of the great Presbyterian Church
which it represents.

of Jesus.
should not perish, but have everlasting life;
John 3, 16.
VIL Feb John 4
b (Read John 3,
8 & Spirit: and they
ip him must worship him in spirit and
ohn 4, 24,

VIIL February 25 —Jesvs REJECTED AT NazZARRTH, Luke
4. 16-30. Comunit v, 17-19, (Read Matt. 4. 18.16,
Mark 1. 14-16; John 4. 46-54.) GoLbeN Texr: He
came unto his own, and his own received him not,
John i, 11,

(. March 4.—Jesus HEALING 1§ CAPERNAUNM,
2184, Commit vs,
GoLoex Texr:
sick. Mark 1

Mark 1.
2-34.  (Read Luke 5, 1-11.)
3‘And he healed many thut were

rk 1. 84,

{. March 11. ~Tuk PArALYTIC HEALED, Mark 2, 1-12,
Commit vs. 9, 12, ad Matt, 4. 23-25; Mark 1,
35-45.) GoupEN TExt: The Son of man hath
power on earth to forgive sins. Mark 2, 10,

. March 18-.JrsuS AT MArriew's F 3
1322, Commit_ve. 15.17, pare Matt. 9,
917.)  GoLpex Text: He sai unto him, Follow
me, Luke b, 27,

. March 25. —~REVIEW. GoupEN Texr: The Son of
man came not to be ministered unto, but to
minister, Mark 10, 45,

~First Quarter,

111, Sixeixa,

1V. Tie TEN COMMANDMENTS, OR THE Arosties’ Cregp,
V. PRAYER, followed by the Lord's Prayer in concert.
VI. SiNeixe,

LESSON SERVICE,

L. Cuass Stupy or Tie Lessoy,
11, SiNaING LrssoN Hymn,
111, RBCITATION OF TuK TITLE, GoLDEN TEXT AND OUTLING
by the school in concert,
IV. REVIEW AND APPLICATION o
Superintendent.
V. SUPPLEMENTAL Lessoy. (Special lesson in the
Church Catechism u ay here be introduced,)
VI. ANNOUNCEMENTS (evvecially of the Church service and
the Epworth League and week-evening prayer-
meetings),

CLOSING SERVICE,
1. Sixaixe,

I1. ResroNsive SINI'INCII-'-(,PIB. 62, 5-7,)
Svrr, My soul, t thou only upon God ; for

my expectation is from him,

He only is my rock and my salvation ; he
is rzzdaﬁnm; I shall not he moved.

In God is my salvation and my glory : the
;oeokod of my strength,
n 3

THE LESSON by Pastor or

Scnoot,

ALL,
and my refuge, is
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INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.
FIRST QUARTER: STUDIES IN THE LIFE OF JESUS.

LESSON V. THE FIRST DISCIPLES OF JESUS, [Feb, 4.

GOLDEN TEXT. They followed Jesus. John 1. 27

AuTHORIZED VERSION,
(1
John 1, 35-46.

45 Again the next day after, John stood, and
two of his disciples ;

36 And looking upon Je'sus as he walked, he
saith, Behold the Lamb of 1!

A7 And the two disciples heard him speak, and
they followed Je'sus,

38 Then Je'sus turned, and saw them follow-
ing, and saith unto them, What ye? They
said unto him, Rab'bi, (which is to s ¥y, being in-
terpreted, Master,) where dwellest thou ¥

39 He saith unto them, Come and see. They
came and saw where he dwelt, and abode with
him that day : for it was about the tenth hour,

40 One of the two which heard John speak, and
followed him, was An'drew, Si'mon Pe'ter's
brother,

41 He firs findeth bis own brother 8i'mon, and
saith unto him, We have found the Mes-si'as,
which is, being interpreted, the Christ,

42 And he brought him to Jefsus. And when
Je'sus beheld him, he said, Thou art 8i'mon the
son of Jo'nas: thon shalt be called Ce'phas, which
is by interpretation, A stone,

43 The day following Je'sus would go forth into
Gal'i-lee, and findeth Phil'ip, and saith unto him,
Follow me,

44 Now Phil'ip was of Beth-sa Ida, the city of
An'drew and Pe'ter,

45 Phil'ip findeth Na-than'a-el, and saith unto
him, We have found him, of whom Mo'ses in the
law, and the prophets, did write, Je'sus of Naz'a-
reth, the son of Jo'seph,

46 And Na-than'a-el said unto him, Can there
any good thing come out of Naz’a-reth? Phil'ip
saith unto him, Come and s

ad John 1, 19-51,)

[ Commit to memory verses 35 37.]

Time.—February, A. D, 27, Probably on
Saturday, the Jew Sabbath. Place.—Betli-
abara, or Bethany (g cording to the Re-
vised Version), but this little town near the
Jordan is to be carefully distinguished from the
Bethany of the Mount of Olives, where Lazarus
and Mary and Martha lived,

Home Readings,
M. The First Disciples of Jesus, John 1, 35-42,
Zw. The First Disciples of Jesus, John 1. 43-51,

Revisep VErsion,
Again on the morrow John was standing,
36 and two of his disciples ; and he looked upon
Je'sus as he walked, and saith, Behold the
37 Lamb of God! And the two disciples heard
38 him speak, and they followed Je'sus. And
Je'sus turned, and beheld them following, and
saith unto them, What seek ye? And they
said unto him, Rab'bi (which is to say, being
interpreted, Master), where abidest thou?
) Ile saith unto them, Come, and ye shall
see, They came therefore and saw where he
abode; and they abode with him that day:
40 it was about the tenth hour, One of the two
that heard John speak, and followed him, was
An'drew, 8i'mon Pe'ter’s brother. He findeth
first his own brother Si'mon, and saith unto
him, We have found the Mes-si‘ah (which is,
42 being interpreted, Christ), He brought him
unto Je'sus. Je'sus looked upon him, and
said, Thou art 8i'mon the son of John : thou
shalt be called Ce'phas (which is by interpre-
tation, Pe'ter),
43 On the morrow he was minded to go forth
intoGal'i-lee,and he findeth Phil'ip: and Jefsus
44 saith unto him, Follow me. Now Phil'ip was
from Beth-sasi-da, of the city of An'drew and
45 Pe'ter. Philip findeth Na-than'a-el, and saith
unto him, We have found him, of whom Mo'ses
in the law, and the prophets, did write, Je'sus
46 of Nuz'a-reth, the son of Jo'seph, And Na-
than'a-el said unto him, Can any good thing
come out of Naz'a-reth ? Phil'ip saith unto
him, Come and s

-

W Prompt obedience,  Marl 1. 14-20,

Th, True following, Luke 9
F.  Counting the cost. Luke 14, 25
S Ther d. Matt. 19, 23-30,
8. The follower's triumph. 2 Tim, 4, 1-5.

Lesson Hymns,

No. 231, New Canadian Hymnal,
Oh, happy day that fixed my choi
On thee, my Saviourand my God !
Well may this glowing heart rejoice.
And tell its raptures all abroad.

s
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No. 269, New Canadian Hymnal, QUESTIONS Fonr IN'I'ERMEDIATE
Come to the Saviour, make no {l.clu):; ’ SCHOLARS,
H‘(;,I.':, l]',', 21:‘r?,:)i:‘;:,hﬁ;:::xr"ﬁ;‘,I,’:, L:-:..;,‘,‘;-{ 4 L. John Directs Two Dusciples to the Mossiah,
Tenderly saying, * Come!” v. 85-39,
No. 113, New Canadian Hymnal, After what event was this the * next day s
g e ¥ if vere wi N
Just as Lam, without one plea Who were with Joiin »
But that thy blood was shed for me, To whom did he call their attention »
;\m:)'mﬁl:l')"::fl(I;:;ﬁl ?“-3::20'3'""" 0. thooy What title did he give to Jesus v

When previously had he given him this titles
QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR SCHOLARS. What did John's disciples do »

Lok Diveets Too Disciples to the Iessiqn, WO noticed their following »

39, ‘\:Dmt AQuestion did he ask them »
To what incident does ‘“the next day after” :‘,M“ 1A fiol i".m“v"”
. . &b WVhat invitation diq they accept ¥
refer, in verse 359
What was the name of one of the two disciples 2. Oue of These First Tivo Disciples irings a Third,
here mentioned ¢ Verse 40, V. 40-42,
Who probably was the other ¢ What was the name of one of the disciples ¥
What singular title did John give to Jesus ¢ Whom diq Andrew first seek ¢
What would such a name naturally suggest to  What did he tell him ¢
one who understood Jewish history ¢ Where did he lead him ?
What nrclhc(‘huructurinllcsorllmlmnhunmng What name diq Jesus give to Simon e Matt,
animals ? 16, 18,

What were the traits of Jesus’s character v
What do you suppose the two disciples under-
stood from John's words 9

8 The Messiah Himself Calls o Foupti Disciple,
v. 48, 44,

What townsman of the brothers was next
What did Jesus ask them » called ¥ v '
v did they reply 9 §

How did they reply » What sort of character did Philip afterward

What time of the day was the tenth hour ¢ display ¢
2. One of These First Two Disciples Brings a Thira, What other Christian named Philipis mentioned

V. 4042, in the New Testament ?

What great institution was founded by the in- 4. The Foureh Disciple Calls a Fim, v 4. 46
formal conversation of that day ? Whom did Philip bring to Jc;“mvu o

For what is the Christian Church especially in- What was Philip’s advantage in having Moses
debted to Andrew »

and the prophets 9
What sensible ady ice did Philip give to Nathan-
ol y

What characteris ie did Jesus observe inSimon,

and indicate by the new name which he gave
him ¢

a
Practical Tenchings,
3. The Messiah Hinself Calls a Fourth Disciple, Where in this lesson are we taught—
v 43, 44, 1. Whom we should seek ?
Whom did Jesus call ? 2. When we should seck Jesus v
ilow many of the early disciples were near

3. That we should lead others to Jesus
ncighbors to each other
4. The Fourth Ili)«'i/‘h Culls a 1"1:]7/:, V. 45, 46, QUBS’[‘]()NN ronr \’()UNGER
Whom dia Philip call ¢ SCHOLARS,
How did Philip show his familiarity with Holy o
Eoripture s Find how John knew that Jesus was the Son of

\What very sensible test did Philip propose to  What did John Ky 10 his disciples as Jesus
Nathanael » passed by ?  John 1, 29,
Why did he call Jesus a ¢ Lamb y»
Teachings of the Lesson. How long had lambs been offered in ga
Find in this lesson that it is our duty— fice ?

1. To bear personal testimony for Christ,

2. To look to Jesus as the divine substitute for
our sin,

Why should Nazareth make Nathanael dount » God.

f>
What did John's two disciples do when they
heard what he said 9
Had they been expecting Jesus to come? Yox:
4 To seek to bring other souls to our Saviour, all good Jews wepe looking for a Messian,
1. To work constantly up to our clearest light, Who were these two disciples ¢




What was John afterward called? 7% beloved
disciple,

Whom did Andrew find first ?

What did this show *  Z%at e loved his brother,

Whom did Jesus himself call ?

What did the one whom he called do ¢

What would soon happen if all disciples were
like the first ones ?

Can young disciples tell the story to others?
Yes ; ehildren have often led grown people to Jesus,

THE LES! CATECHISM.
(For the entire school.)
1. Who came to prepare the way for (hrist?
John the Baptist,
2. What did he say of Jesug? * Lihold the
Lamb of God 1"

3. Who heard John the Baptist say this® 7wo
of his dixciples

76 SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.,
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4. What did they do? GoLpes Text: They
Sillowed Jesus,”

5. What did one of these two disciples say to
his brother Simon?® *“ We have found the Mes-
sias,”

5. Who were among the carliest disciples of
desus?  Andrew and Poter, Philip and Nathanael,

NEW CHURCH CATECHISM,

20. Wherein consists the misery of our fallen
estate?

The misery of our fallen estate consists in that
we are without communion with God, subject
to the miseries of this life, and to the death of the
body, and are liable, through following the desires
of our own hearts, to the pains of hell forever,

Genesis i, 17,

THE LESSON OUTLINE.

BY J. L. HURLBUT, D.D,

Privileges of Christ’s Followers.

I. KNowLEDGE,
Behold the Lamb, v, 36,
Faith....by hearing. Rom. 10, 17,
That I may know him. Phil, 3. 10,
II. FELLowsHIP,
Abode with ham, v, 39,
There am I.  Matt. 18, 20,
Fellowship is with....Christ. 1John 1. 3,
TIMONY,
We have found....Christ. v, 41.
Beautiful....the feet. Rom, 10, 15,
Confess with thy mouth, Rom. 10, 9.

EXPLANATORY AND

IV, TRANSFORMATION,
Avt Simon, .. be. ...
A new cres 2 Cor, 1
Renewed in....your mind. Eph. 4, 23.
V. INvITATION,
Follow e, v, 43,
Come unto me, Matt, 11,
Come....and drink. John 7, 87,
VI. EXPERIENCE,
Come and see, v, 46,
Which we have seen, 1John 1, 1,
Witness in himself, 1 John 5, 10,

Cophas, v

PRACTICAL NOT

After the baptism of Jesus and his temptation he seems to have lingered a little while on the
banks of the Jordan, He was in the neighborhood of Bethabara, a town which is also called Beth
any, but which is to be carefully distinguished from the Bethany of the Mount of Olives. It wus

not very far from Jericho. Those who are wise in chronole

late this lesson on a Saturday (the

Jewish Sabbath) in the month of February, A. D. 27. Jesus wa thirty years of age, and John the
Baptist half a year older. Pontius Pilate had been nearly two years governor of Judea, and Herod
Antipas had been more than thirty years tetrarch of Galilee, John the Baptist, as we have already
seen, had stirred the nation and made ready a chosen few, the choicest spirits of their time, to re
ceive their Lord. From among John’s disciples our Lord gathered a few men, and thus began the

Christian Church, In this lesson four duties are

clearly taught (by implication at least): to bear

personal testimony for ourSaviour; to iook to Jesus as the Bacrifice for our sin ; to seek to bring
other souls to our Saviour ; to work constantly up to our clearest light, There is another account

given by Matthew, Mark, and Luke of the call of

some of these men to official work as apostles.

This is the story of the first meeting of Jesus with them, and precedes that ; to their full apostolic

work they were very gracually introduced,




Feb. 4.]

Verse 35. The next day. The day after John
the Baptist had pointed to Jesus with the words,
‘*Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away
the sin of the world.” Jokn stood, A certain
writer has said that John was “ the stateliest
representative of the human race up to that
duy.”  Even Jesus said, “ There hath not risen
a greater than John the Baptist ” (Matt,
11. 11). (There may be some scholars who
have not got so far along in Bible study as to
avoid confusing John the Baptist with John the
Apostle.)  Two of his disciples,  One was Andrew
(verse 40), the other was probably (though not
certainly) John. In other places we have called
attention to the necessity laid upon a Jewish
rabbi to surround himself with disciples. The
other men mentioned in this lesson are not said
to have been John's disciples, though it is prob-
able that they were, It is well to remember also
that not all of John's disciples left him to follow
Christ. (See Matt, 11, 2 ana Mark 6, 20, and,
more astonishing, Acts 19, 1-3.)

86. Looking wupon Jesus, Earnestly gazing
upon him. e saith, It is conjectured that John
never saw Jesus again.  Behold the Lamp of God.
Words that he had used the day before (verse 29).
The “ two disciples  were familiar with the reg-
ular sacrifice of a lamb at the great altar in Jeru-
salem, and when John spoke must have thought
of that typical atonement for sin. The Pphrase
** that taketh away the sin of the world " alludes
to the scapegoat which was periodically driven
out to the southern wilderness after the sins of
the whole nation had been formally placed on its
head.  What definite coneeption of Jesus John's
cxclamation brought to his hearers it is difficult
tosay; but it was hardly equivalent to “ Behold
the Messiah,”

37. They followed Jesus, Walked down the
road after him, There is no intimation that
they said anything, nor that, for a while, Jesus
spoke. They were not consciously deserting
John, but advancing where he had pointed out
the way.

38, Then Jesus turned, He knows whenever a
soul takes a step toward him, and is always
ready to open conversation with human hearts,
What seek ye? This is the first word of our Lord’s
ministry, Not ** Waom seek ye?” but “ What,”
* Why do ye seek me #” What is the motive of
yourlife? What is the object of your search?
Rabbi. My honorable sir.” This title for pub-
lic teachers, new at this time, but after a few
years conferred with much of ceremony, seems
to have been disapproved of by our Lord, al-
though he was usually addressed by this term,
Evidently by other rabbis he was regarded as an
intruder, a self-appointed master and unauthor-

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,
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ized teacher.  Where duellest thou? Not where is
thy permanent home, Nazareth or Capernaum »
But where is thy stopping place Whose giest
art thou? All around them were booths of
wattled boughs in which pilgrims dwelt, and
they desired to know which was his temporary
home,

39. Come and see, 'The second sentence ut-
tered by Jesus after his ministry was begun,
** Now is the day of salvation.”” Dr, Clarke says
that the constant invitation of Christ is to come
by faith and to se by personal experience,
Abode with him that day; for it was about the tenth
hour, And so they had from ten o’clock in the
morning until sundown to talk with Jesus, The
common Jewish method of dividing the day
from sunrise into twelve equal hours makes
“the tenth hour™ about four o'clock in the
afternoon, But apparently John used a differ-
ent reckoning, which substantially agrees with
ours, The result of their conversation was that
they went forth saying, “We have found the
Messias.” Great as was their privilege, we
have a greater, No man of all our Lord’s
disciples could hear or see 50 much of his good-
ness as can we who have the full Gospel story to
study,

40. Oue of the two, “That the other was
John is hinted by the form of the statement that
Andrew found his own brother 8imon, implying
that his companion found his.”— Moulton,  Ay-
drew. A fisherman of Galilee, who lived at
Bethsaida, and was in business partnership with
his brother 8imon. Of his later career little j«
known, Already, in the first century, when this
was written, it had become natural to describe
Andrew as Peter's brother,

4. He first findeth his own brother, Before the
other disciple found his own brother., The best
place in which to begin Christian work is in
one's family. Lovablein character were the two
disciples who, having just discovered the Mes-
siah, each went for his own brother, We hae
Jound the Messias, which is, being interpreted, the
Christ, That is, being interpreted into Greek.
Being interpreted into English it becomes * The
Anointed,” the title of the Marvelous One the
Jews expected to come as their national prince
and deliverer,

42. e brought him to Jesus. Any man, one
would think, could do as well as that ; but it
was the means of giving to the Church its great-
est preacher.  When Jesus beheld him. Looked at
him with fixed earnestness, as John had looked
at Jesus.  Thou art Simon the son of Jonas, That
is thy present name, There were no family
names in antiquity, and men were identified by
attaching to their names the name of their fathep
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orof the town in which they lived.  Zhou shalt be
called Cephas,  Which means, as we are presently
told, a stone, a detached mass of rock. A later
occasion is recorded in Matt, 16, 18, when the
name Cephas is said to have been given to Peter,
or, rather, when he was reminded of it.

43, 44. Tl John's gospel,
more than any other, has successions of dates,
We have four accurately marked in this chap-
ter (verses 19, 20,35, H),  Jesus would go forth,
ile had been invited to the wedding at Cana, 1is
journey was from Bethabara, in the lower valley
of the Jordan, near to the Dead Sea, to Galilee,
the most northerly of the provinees governed by
Herod, Findeth Philip. A man of prosaic and
practical mind, who must not be confused with
the fiery, adventurous deacon of whom we read
in Acts, Follow Our Lord’s invariable
summons to discipleship, (See Matt. 8,22 0.
19, 21; Mark 2. 14; 10, 21; Luke 5, ¢
John 21, 19.) That Philip was a townsman of
Andrew and Peter is of interest,

45, Philip jindeth Nathanael,  Probably the
same apostle whom the other evangelists call
Bartholomew (which is not a name but a patro-

day  following.

wie,

CRITICAL AND HOMIL

JOUN'S HISTORICAL SUPPLE 2

We have in the first four chapters of John's
gospel an illustration of the very important way
in which it supplements the records of the three
other evangelists, Matthew and Mark and Luke
all give more or less full accounts of the preach-
ing of John the Baptist, of the baptism of Jesus,
and of his temptation in the wilderness. John
records nothing of these events, On the other
hand, he records things which immediately fol-
lowed the temptation, things of which the other
evangelists tell us nothing. Reading Luke 4, 13,
14, for instance, we should infer that Jesus imme-
diately after the temptation returned to Galilee
and entered upon his ministry there, the incidents
of which follow in Luke’s account,  As a matter
of fact, a full year lies between these two vers
Of that year the only information we have
furnished by John ; but it is very important and
interesting. It contains the account of the depu-
tation of the Jews to John: the incident of the
present lesson, the gaining of Christ’s first di
his brief return to Galilee and his first mir-
acle u( Cana ; the removal of his mother’s family
from Nazareth to Capernaum; his return to
Jerusalem to attend the passover, in connection
with which occurred the incident of the first
cleansing of the temple ; hisn« *ble conversation

is

ples ;
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nymie, meaning 8on of Tolmai), who is com-
monly coupled with Philip in the list of apostles.
We have found him, of whom Moses in the law, and
the prophets, did write. *‘The law " was a general
term for the first five books of the Bible. * The
prophets " included the historic and prophetical
books. To have found the Messiah was to have
made the greatest discovery possible to the Jew.
The son of Joseph,  Philip probably did not know
the circumstances of his birth, and speaks in
accordance with the common belief of his parent-
age (Matt, 1
48. Can there any good thing come out of Nu:
areth . Nathanael dwelt at Cana, and had a vil-
lager’s contempt for a neighboring village. Ca:
itself might as well produce a Messiah as -
areth, It was proverbial that *out of Galilee
ariseth no prophet.”  From Nazareth Jesus was
afterward expelled by a mob ; and the most that
we learn from the evangelists about its people is
bad. The best way to win belief
is not by argument, but by testimony, If you
can say, “I have found a Saviour; come and
see him,” and if your conduet does not belie your
words, you will do good to many,

Come and see.

i

TICAL NO

with Nicodemus ; the general statement (chap.
22) that he prolonged his ministry in Judea ; that
finally, because of the fact that he was coming to
be regarded as a rival of the Baptist, * he left
Judea and departed again into Galilee,” passing
through Samaria, in conneetion with which jour-
ney occurred the conversation with the Samari
tan woman at the well of Sychar, and following
which, when he had come into Galilee, occurred
the miracle of the healing of the nobleman’s son
All this is matter supplementary to the history
given by the other evangelists,

S WHO ART THOU ¥V

The Pharisces sent a committee of priests and
Levites from Jerusalem to question John,  John
ks of them as * the Jews ™ (chap. 1. 19), By

is term John always means the opponents of
Christ, the hostile element of the nation, 1le
uses it about seventy times, and it is not so used
in the other gospels, This ruling and aristoeratic
element was never moved by the tide of popular
enthusiasm concerning John, They never I
lieved in him or sympathized with his mission
(Matt. 21, 32; Mark 11, 31).  And they sent this
committee to interview him only because they
felt uneasy on account of his popularity. John
told them who he was not. Ile was not the
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Christ, not Elijah, not ¢ that prophet.” The
opportunity to claim to be other than he was did
not constitute a temptation to John, But nega-
tions did not satisfy the committee,  “ Who,
then, art thou? That, also, he answered, but
they did not comprehend the answer, “I am the
voice of one crying in the wilderness,” That was
not conerete enough for them to grasp. They
pushed on to the question that brought them
there—*“ Why baptizest thou®"  And then he
told them that his baptism was but preliminary
tothe coming of One who should baptize with
lire, One even then among them, but whom they
did not know. And they returned to their mas
ters, the Pharisees, with a report that did not
seem to require any immediate action,  But this
commission made it clear that the hierarchy was
awake and alert, It was the first distinct lifting
up of the tiger's head.

A MASTER'S MASTER,

Two days after the departure of the deputation
from the Jews John was standing with two of his
disciples. This is the first iy timation that John
had special disciples, We do not know how
many of these immediate personai followers
John had, but we find them, later on, Jealous fop
their master on account of the growing popular-
ity of Jesus (chap, 3, 26), Luke (11, 1) tells us
that John taught his diseiples to pray, and (5. 33)
required them to f; After John's imprison-
ment two of his disciples were sent by him as
special messengers to Jesus (Matt, 11, 2-6). And
when at last, in the castle of .\lu('hu'rus, Herod
beheaded John, “ his disciples came, and took up
the body, and buried it, and went and told Je-
sus.”  That was more than two years after
Christ’s baptism, 1t is a tender and pathetie
revelation of the relation existing between the
Lord and his great forerunner down to the last,
Among the early disciples of the Baptist were at
least two men, John and A ndrew, who became
the first followers of Jesus.  They stood with
him at Bethabara when Jesus, who had the day
before returned from the wilderness of tempta-
tion, appeared, and John exclaimed, * Behold
the Lamb of God!” Not unlikely they were
present the previous day, when John had recog-
nized Jesus and testified concerning him (verses
203 Now they followed him; they were in-
vited by him into his dwelling place ; they eame
forth convineed of the truth of Julm'slv.u!inmn.\',
and at once themselves began to testify. Three
others were soon added to this group of first
Christians, But it is to be observed that each of
these men was made a diseiple through personal
contact with Jesus himself, The Baptist di-
rected John and Andrew to Jesus, but it was in
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that sacred interview that they were fully and
forever persuaded, Andrew found Simon, but
he “brought him to Jesus,” and Jesus gave him
his new name, The next day Jesus himself found
Philip, and spoke to him the resistless command,
“Follow me,” Philip founa Nuthanael ; but Na-
thanael was not convinced by Philip's testimo ¥
untily coming to Jesus and hearing his words, he
knew he was in the presence of One whose knowl-
edge compassed his whole life, At best we can do
nothing more than persuade men to permit us to
bring them to Christ ; their surrender must be to
him personally,

DISCIPLES FIKST, APOSTLES AFY

WARD,
These five men were subsequently all included
in the list of the twelve apostles, if we assume, as
there are strong reasons fop doing, that Nathanael
is identical with Bartholomew, But at first they
were disciples only, We know that they returned
with him to Galilee, and were bresent at the mar-
riage at Cana, They probably returned with him
to Jerusalem when he came to the first passover
of his publie ministry, for we are told that he
had disciples with him during his first year's
ministry in Judea; and they were with him on his
return through Samaria as we learn from the ae-
count of the Lord's wersation with the woman
of Samaria, But they were not with him con-
stantly, for we read of a subsequent calling of
Peter and James anq John when they were en-
gaged again in theip v cation of fishermen (Luke
5. 1-11),  Of the fipst call of Matthew we are told
(Matt, 9. 9); but of the six other apostles we hear
nothing until theip names arc mentioned in the
list of those whom Jesus chose and specially or-
dained. And it was a full year and a half after
the events of this lesson that the dis iples were
made apostles, “ Disciple” moeans a pupil or
learner ; ¢ apostle” means one who is sent forth,
Jesus chose twelve out of his disciples and ealled
them “apostles” at the time he sent them forth
to proclaim his kingdom (Matt. 10, 3 D

Thoughts for Young People,
The Growth of the Kingdom of God,

1. The kingaom grows from small beginuings,
There was a time when the entire body of
Christ's followers consisted of two persons, John
and Andrew. From that small number it has
Brown until it now embraces the world,

2. The kingdos.. grows gradually, 1t did not at
once leap into large numbers, “ First the blade,
then the ear:” two, four, six believers ; twelve
disciples following Jesus, a hundred and twenty
at the close of his earthly life; three thousand on
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the day of Pentecost. It was advanced, but not
in a sudden or tumultuous manner,

8. The kingdom grows by the personal cxperience
of its members, Andrew talked with Jesus,
and was convinced; Philip saw him and be-
lieved ; Nathanael doubted until he met Jesus,
and then accepted him at once. Each member
of Christ's true Church has been in personal con-
tact with his Lord.

4. The kingdom grows by personal testimony.
John the Baptist bore his testimony, and the two
disciples who heard it sought Jesus ; in turn An-
drew and Philip tell others, and they, too, come
to Christ. 8o now the testimony of converted men
and women is the great power of the Gospel,

B. The kingdom grows by the personal investigation
of inguirers,  Andrew and John went personally
to find out who Jesus was, and they came away
believers. Nathanael doubted at first, but ac-
cepted the invitation to “come and see,” and
when he had talked with Christ, believed with all
his heart. The Gospel does not shirk investiga-
tion, but courts it from every honest inquirer,

By ' vay of Illustration.
BY JENNIE M, BINGHAM,

Verse 39, The old proverb, “Three make a
church,” is always true when one of the three is
Jesus, President Garfield said of President Mark
Hopkins, that a log in a forest with Dr. Hopkins
for a teacher, and one man as a student, would
be a university.—Dr, Deemns,

Verse 41, John the Baptist findeth Andrew,
and Andrew findeth Peter, and Peter a few years
later findeth five thousand. Some one has well
said that if Peter was the spiritual father of
these five thousand, certainly Andrew was their
spiritual grandfather. Again, John the Baptist
findeth John the disciple, and he in turn prob-
ably found his brother James, though with char-
acteristic modesty he never refers directly to
himself. Again Jesus findeth Philip, and Philip
findeth Nathanael, who a little later brought
others to Jesus,

Here is another historical chain: The persist-
ent prayers of a humble, hard-working woman
in London “findeth” her wild sailor son, who
became the great London preacher, John New-
ton. And he “findeth™ a man, skeptical and
self-righteous, named Thomas Scott, who be-
came both a preacher and one of the most
famous Bible students of the world. And he
“findeth” a melancholy young man named
Cowper, who wrote that inspired hymn, “ There
is a fountain filled with blood,” which has been
sung clear round the world, and has brought the
(iospel forcibly home to hundreds of thousands.

[Feb. 4.

And he “findeth” William Wilberforce, the
famous English Christian statesman and the
emancipator of thousands of slaves. And he
“findeth” Leigh Richmond, who wrote The
Dairyman’s  Daughter, which has been trans-
lated into forty languages, carrying blessing
everrwhere—and all because one obscure, un-
known woman began to “find ”’ somebody.

Terse 42, In a gallery of one of the cities of
Belgium there hang side by side two pictures by
Rembrandt : one is the first effort of his youthful
genius, a simple sketeh, imperfect and faulty ;
the other is his great masterpiece, which all men
admire. 8o in the two names, Simon and Peter,
we have first the rude fisherman who came to
Jesus that day ; and second, the man as he be-
came during the years when the friendship of
Jesus had enriched his life,

Fishermen were changed into apostles, the
foundation stones of the New Jerusalem, the
leaders of the kingdom that was to transform
the world.

Jacob, the supplanter, became a prince with
God, and the ancestor of a great nation, Mat-
thew, the publican, became the apostle and
author of the first gospel.

Jesus is still transforming men. In Rev. 2. 17
we learn that he gives them a new name in token
of their new life,.—Nloubet,

The word of invitation is still needed, the word
that carries a personal confession and utters a
personal desire—that says, ** I have found Christ,
and won’t you come to find him too 2 If the life
is real, then it will not be dumb. It must speak.

How did you interest your friend in Shakes
peare? You told the stories of Shakespeare in
an animated way. You quoted his wise sayings.
You spoke of him often in an enthusiastic way,
and presently a new lover of Shakespeare was
made. 8o dizeiples of Christ are made by the
encouraging appeal of friends,—Monday C(lub.

The power of the unit, 1f you want to see how
this power of the unit grows, just take a pencil
and figure out how many years it would take for
the whole world to be converted if each year
each disciple were to win one other to follow the
Lord. Start with only ten million true disciples,
how long would it take to Christianize the
world? Would one hundred years accomplish
the task ? Much less. The whole would be done
in seven years,—A. /. Sehawfler,

Heart Talks on the Lesson,
BY MRS, J, H, KNOW. .

We can truly follow Jesus only when we have
heard with the ear of the heart the words those
twodisciples heard-—*¢ Behold the Lamb of God !
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Wemay try to follow him because
pure life and his compassion fop
needy. But we shali fail, A person blind anq
lame cannot follow in the steps of one who sees
perfectly and walks vigorously, The example
before him only makes hig OWn inability mope
painfully evident, Sin blinds us spiritually so
tnat we cannot clearly seo the way Jesus would
lead us ; it lames the soul 8o that we cannot walk
in the straight path, even though we may wish to
do so.  Bince to follow Jesus is the only safe way
through this life of temptation anq danger, and
the only way that leads to a blessed hereafter,
let as listen wit), all our hegpts to the message,
until we see clearly Jesus, our Saviour, bearing
away our own sjy, This is the In-ulnning of a
new life, Speaking of one whose latep Years
have been successful in contrast with former
days, one sald, “The date of this change is dis-
tinetly that day when he became g Christian,”
Itisa happy day, "l(lf‘('ll, when we know Jesug
as our siu-bearer ; then our spiritual eyes gre
opened, and strength is given us to walk faith-
fully in his steps. If John the evangelist had
not heard these wopds in the convictions of hig
soul he never woulq have written this gospel so
full of love and hope. Ile neverwould haye had
that intimate relation with the Lord which made
him known as ¢ the disciple whom Jesug loved,”
Jesus said of the woman who, with » broken
heart, shed tears of tendernesg upon his feet,
*8he loved muc I, for she had much forgiven,»
They love and follow him best who know him s
their 8aviour from sin,

When we follow aperson we take his way, not
ourown. 8o when we begin to follow Jesus we
must promptly, and without reserve, give up our
own will and plans, anq say :

Wwe admire hig
the poor and

“ Hushed be my heart, an( still,
Only to meet thy will
My will shan be.”

Surely this seems a most wise thing to do when
We remember that the way he leads is for us the
very best and happiest, and in the end it is the
vasiest too, Do yon think it impractical op im-
Dossible io follow Jesus every day, working, vis-
iting, busy here and there with Whatever we
have to do It is not 5 for he liveq this same
life that we are living just to show us how it can
and ought to he done. These disciples who fol-
lowed him were like us, full of human Weakness,
often making mistakes, One of them onee
tiade the grievous mistake of folluwhm him afar
off, and how bitterly he repented | We mugt fol-
low closely to see his steps, How shall we follow
desus s It jg useless to try unless we start right,
“Let this ming be in you which was in Christ
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Jesus "—g heart right with God, delight in his
Will, a spirit of loving service, Having this mind,
it is natura] and easy to walk i

make it harq and impractical

follow him without having his spirit,
We eannot gathep grapes of thorns,
thistles,

He says
nor figs of

The Teachers’

For centurjes the unsolved problem of ex.
plorers was the source of the Nile, that pivey
which in a thousand miles receives m»lrihutmin,
Yet pours a mighty tide into the sea ; which finds
Egypt a desert, and tupns it into a garden, Our
lesson ghows the origin of a greater and nope
benign stream—the Church of Christ +«o.Contrast
the vastness of the Christianity of to-day with jtg
small hvuinniug, when two men were its fipst
believers,,, . A good plan woulq be to present
the persons of the lesson in order, each as g type
of charactep ; (1) John the Baptist, the herald of
Christ, self-denying and generous ;
the man who brs
(3) John, the deep, thoughtfy] mystic; (4) Py ster,
the bold, ardent leader ; (5) Philip, the plain,
bractical man, who could not argue, but conlq
say, “Come and gee 27 (6) thuum-l, the skep-
tical but bure-mindeq inquirer, who believes
when he sees the evidence of Christ’s divinity
... Notice, too, the various kinds of examples in
Christian work shown by this lesson. ., . 8ee also
the aspects in which it names Jesus: (1) The
Lamb of God ; (2) The .\h-sslah, or Christ ; (3) The
theme of prophecy ; (4) The omniscient Onpe :
(5) The Son cf God; (6) The King of Israel ;
(7) The Mediator between €arth and heaven,

—

OPTIONAL g YMNS,

Meeting,

Jesus is tenderly calling,
God calling yet!

Who'll be the next,

To the work !

Tell it out,

Hark ! the vojce of Jesus calling,
The Saviour js calling,

The Saviour calls,
Jesus, I will follow
While

thee,
Jesus whispers to you,
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When we are on the way of life ourselves we
should guide others to Jesus. Once under the
divine influence men are cot ined to follow,
but often they do not find Jesus unless we bid
them “Come and see,” and point the way to
him. Thereis asweet attractiveness about Jesus
that draws some men willingly into Christian
life and servi Others will never come until
we say with John, *Behold:” or, like Andrew,
seck, find, and bring a brother ; or having been
ourselves called, tell the good news to our neich
bor, as Philip did. If we do our part in helping
the unsaved, Christ will do his.

[Feb. 11,

GOLDEN TEXT. For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. John 3, 16,

AvTHORIZED VERSION,
[Read John 2.

[ Commit to memory verses 14-17.]

John 3. 1-18.

1 There was a man of the Phar'i-sees, named
o-de’'mus, a ruler of the Jews:

2 The same came to Je'sus by night, and said

unto him, Rab'bi, we know that thou art a

REVISED VERSION,
1 Now there was a man of the Phar'i-secs,
2 named Nic-o-de'mus, a ruler of the Jews: the
same came unto him by night, and said to
him, Rab’'bi, we know that thou art a teacher
come from God: for no man can do these
signs that thou doest, except God be with
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teacher come from God ; for no man can do these
miracles that thoy doest, except God be with
him,

3 Je'sus answered and_ said unto him, Verily,
verily, I say unto thee, Excep aman be hory
again, he cannot see the Kingdom of Goq,

4 Nic-o-de'mus saitl, unto him, How cang man
be born when he is ol » can he enter the second
time into his mother's womb, and he born »

3 Je'sus answered, Verily, verily, T say unto
thee, Except a man be born of water and of the
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of G,

6 That which is horn of the flesh is flosh ; and
that which is born of the Spirit js &pirit,

7 Marvel not that 1 said unto thee, Ye must he
born again,

8 The wind blowel where it listetl), and thou
hearest the sound thereof, hut canst not tell

1ee it cometh, und Whither it goeth: o js
ne that is horn of the Spirit,

9 Nic-o-defmus answered and sai unto hing,
How can these things bey

10 Je'sus answered and said unto him, Ap
thou a master of Isra-el, ana knowest not these
things ¥

11 Verily, verily, 1 say unto thee, We
that we do know, and te ity that we haye
and ye receive not oup witness,

12 If T have tolq You earthly things, an ye he-
lieve not, how shail Ye believe, if | te)] You of
heavenly things »

13 And no man hath ascended up to lieaven,
but he that came down from heaven, vuu the Son
Of man which is in heaven,

14 And as Mo'ses lifted up the
Wilderness, even so mus
lifted up :

15 That whosoever believeth iy
not perish, hut have eternal life,

speak
Reen

serpent in the
the Son of man by

him should

16 For God so loveq the world, that Je
his only begotten Son, that whosoever hel
in him should not perish, but haye everlasting
life,

17 For God sent not his Son into the world 1o
condemn the world ; byt that the worlq through
him might be saved,

18 e that believetl on him is not condemmned ;
but he wnat believeth not is condemned already,
because he hath not believed in the name of the
only begotten Son of Gad,

Place.—Jery-

———
Time.—A, D. 27, possibly May.
sulem,

Home Readings,
M. Jesus and Nicodemus, Jonn 3, 1-10.
. Jesus and Nicodemus, John 41121,
. The brazen serpent.  Num, 21, 4-9,
- A new creature, 2 Cor. 5. 14-21,
The new life, Rom, 6 1-11,
In the 8pirit, Rom, x, 1-14,
Wondrous love, Rom. 5, 1-11,

Lesson Hymns,
New Canadian Hymnal )
* Whosoever heareth,” sh t the sound!
Send the blessed tidings all 1L world around ;
Spread the joyful news Wherever man is found :
** Whosoever will may come,”

SUNDAY SCHoor BANNER,
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L. Maw's Great Need, v,

83
4 him. Je'sus answered and said unto him,
Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man
be born anew, he cannot see the kingdom of

4 God, o-de’mus saith unto him, How can
@ man be born when he js old ¥ can he enter
a second time into his mother's womb, and

5 be born? Je'sus answered, Verily, verily, 1
Sy unto thee, Except a man be born of
water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the

6 Kingdom of (o, That which is born of the
flesh is flesh ; anq that which is born of the

7 Spirit is spirit,  Marvel not that T said unto

8 thee, Ye must he anew.  The wind
bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the
Voice thereof, but knowest not whenee it
cometh, and whither it goeth :

9 that is born of the Spirit,  Nic-o-de'mus an-
swered and said unto him, How can these

10 things bey Je'sus answered and said unto
him, Art thon the teacher of 1g ra-el, and un-

11 derstandest not these things » Verily, verily,
I'say unto thee, We speak that we do know,
and bear witness of that we have seen ; and

12 ye receive not oup witness, If I tolq you
carthly things, and ye believe not, how shall
ye believe, if [ o) Yo heavenly things »

13 And no man haty ascended into heaven, but
he that descended out of heaven, ewen the

14 Son of man, which is in hegy n. And us
Mo'ses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,
€ven so must the Son of man be lifteq up:

15 that whosoevep believeth may in him have
eternal life,

16 For God so loved the world, that he
his only begotten Son,
lieveth on him should not perish, but haye

17 eternal life,  Fop God sent not the Son into
the world to Jjudge the world: but that the

I8 world should he saved through him, e that
believeth on him IS not judged ; pe that he-
lieveth not hath been judged already, because
be hath not believed on the name of the only
begotten Son of God,

hoy

S0 8 everyone

gave
that whosoever be.

—

0. 83, New Canadian Hymnal,
Art thou weary, heavy laden?
Art thou sore distrest ]
“Come to me," saith One, “and coming,
Be at rest.”

No. 79, New Canadian Hymnal.
Come, yedisconsolate, where'er ye lan, wish;
Come to the mercy-seat, fervent]: ﬁm-(-l;
Here bring you;- '\vmmded gere tell
.

hearts,
your anguis

TIONS FOR § IOR SCHOLARS..
1-13,

To what Jewish seet did Nicodemusg belong 9
Of what official body was he a member ¢

Why may he have come by night to Jesus?
What did he recognize in Jesus ¢ Verse 2.
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Why was he sure that God was with J

What did our Lord say concerning entrance
mto the Kingdom of God ¥

\

What is it to be born again ¥

t is the Kingdom of God ?

Have you been horn again ?
What question did Nicodemus ask Jesus ?
What is the meaning of *
How can a man be * horn of water ¢
of the Spiri

rily, verily "

How can a man In

Is it necessary for a Christian to belong t
visible Church of Chrisi ¥

What did Jesus say we could know, and conld
not know, about the wind ¢

What does he imply that we can know, and
cannot know, about the Spirit ?

Did Nicodemus understand Jesus ¥

By what question did Jesug reprove Nicode
us?

How does Jesus say he had thus far spoken
i test
How had his teaching thus far been received ¢

What reason did he give by implication for
mit” g his teaching ¥
2, AAl's Great Gift, v
Who is * He that came down from heaven
How could the Son of man be in heaven while

=18,

on eurth?

Tell why * Moses lifted up the scrpent in the
wilderness,™

Who must now be lifted up as an object for the
world’s faith ?

What have those who believe on the Son of
man ?

How has God always regarded this world of
sinners ¥

How did Jesus afterward define God ?

How far does Jesus say God loved the world

For what did he send Lis 8on into the world ¢

What was the purpose of the coming of
Christ ?

nchings of the Lesson.
Where does this lesson intimate—

1. That Jesus worked his miracles as signs of
his divine mission ¥

2. That God reguires us publicly to confess his
rame?
That spiritual traths need spivitual discern-
ment ¥

1. That the mysteries of the Christian religion
cunnot be explained ?

5. That God loves and sceks to save everyone ¢

FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.
1. Man’s Gireat Ned, v. 1-12,

What visitor came to Jesus by night ¢

To what Jewish sect did Nicodemus belong

QUESTION

[Feb. 11,

What did he say he knew ¢
Upon what did he base this opinion ¢
1Tow only can one sce the kingdom of God ?
What change occurs in this new birth? 2 Cor
What two questions did Nicodemus ask ?
How did Jesns explain the new birth ¢
What difference is there between natural and
spiritnal hirth ¢
What should not catse surprise ?
What do we know about the wind ¢
What do we not know about it ¢
What is this mystery like ?
What then did Nicodemus ask ¢
How did Jesus guestion him in turn ?
W hat did he say of his own testimony ¢

9

I'o what greater mystery did he refer?

2. Gol's Great Gigl, v, 13-18,
Who alone can testify of heavenly things ¢
What symbol of his death did Jesus give ?
What does faith in him scenre
How has God shown his love ®
What cotnmends this love tous? Rom. 5. 8.
What was the purpose of this gift? 1 John

{. 14,

What will follow the rejection of Christ ?

Practical Teachings.
Where in this lesson are we taught—
The meaning of miracles ¥
L The need of being born again ?
I'he Blessedness of being born again ?

I'IONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

Where was Jesus now ¢ Tu Jerusalem,

What had he come to attend ¥ Zhe passover

Qu

Joast,

Why did Nicodemus come to see him at night ¢
Dovlips be was afvaid to have it kuown that he be
livved in the mivacls,

How did he begin his talk with Jesus ¢ By using
compliments,

What did Jesus tell him?  Z%at he must be born
agptin,

What did he mean by this? %t his old heart
of' sin st be wade wee,

Where will the old heart lead us ?  Zuto sin and
dewth,

How can we et the new heart ¥ By believing in
oJ sus. R

THE LESSON CATECHISM,
(For the entire school.)

1. What did Jesus say to Nicodemus ? ¢ Eropt

o wan be borw ay. 1, he caniot see the kingdom of

God.”
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2. How did he Say a man must be hopn again ¥ NEW CHUROH CATECHISM,
Y waler and of the Spivit,» & 9 :
3. Like what did Jesus suy i3 the working of 2L Wath God lofg mankind n this o

state of sin
W ) , . P 1 misery
e SpIrity  Like the wivd, which bowets where ¢ B4 Wisery 7

steth. God hath not left mankind in this ¢
4, To what did Jesus compare his own degth and misery, but hath Provided redemption Where.
or mankind? 7o Mot lifting up the we rpent in by all men m 1y be delivered from the guilt, Power,
X . pollution and punishment of iy wng

he wilderness, the favor und jma of God '

5 . = - e favor ge of God,
5. What is the GoLpis Tiy Ty Sl God so -

od,” ete,

wtate of sin
L restored o
John iii. 16, 17,

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
What Christ 13

u8 to Men,
L Divise Kxow g Not of blood....but of God, ol 1, 13
L teacher come froum tion, vl By the word of ( L1, g,
Will raise....a Prophet, Do In, 18, V. Divisg Exvenriesey,
Spoken.., by his Son, e, 1,3
L DIVINE Powggk,

These mivaclos that thow doest, v, 2,
Miracles. .. .God did by him, A
Went about doing good,  Aets 10, §

HEL Divise Crvizessip,

That we do Joow, v, 11,
Hereby know we, Ldolin 4, 13,
A new ereature, 9 ¢ or b, 17,
2, VL Divise Rine MIMTION,

i Son af mun litted wp, v, 14,
Litted up....deaw all men,  Johy 12,
Euter iuto the kingiom, Lo Christ and him ¢ruc ied, 1 Cop, 2,
Theirs is the kingdom, Matt, VIL Etersan Lipg,
Our citizenship,  Phi), 20 RV, Have cternal lite, v,
IV, DiviNe Livg, |

Born of the Spivit, vs, b, 6.

weth,, verlasting iifo,

llrm......xrl--.-nul:u'-. "Tit,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES,
The conversation of our Lord with Nicodemus is one of the

MOst notable parts of (e Gospel
story,  Itis not mentioned by the fivst thyee gospels, nor do the:

Y furnish a place in thelr nurrative

Lspent most of his fiest yeur of teaching
inderusalem, and this vonversation is by most chronologists fitted in 1o the

Pussover feast.  We know tht Jesus, having wrought his
for some weeks, and then went southward with his dis
wonderful works of G, miracles, and aroused o
was while on this visit that he entered the temple one day and found its ontep ¢
vith the noise of trade, Beasts and bipds fop sacrifice were sol |
changers stood on every side. e
niide the Gentiles’ court, at

for it to be inserted, 1y js generally assumed that our Lor

42T 00 2N, alter the
nay lingerad in Galilee
st Here e w rought
lively interest in his ission and his clyfis, It

tirst miracle in (
Ciples to the passover I

OUEES resonnding

yand the wbles ol the money
ssumed the authority to drive out the buyers ui
t for a time, as holy as the innep halls, - But his et
lim the enmity of the clusses which had financial interest in the profanation of t)e temple-priests
Whose perquisites he thus interfered with, seribes Whose shorteomings
whose wicked gains he Stopped.  This act and the nany

1 sellers, and

aronsed ngninst

he exposed, and merchants
' (none of whie h, however, are

s among whom was Nicodemus, whose approach
to the Master and reception are recorded in our lesson,

miracles
recorded in detail), led to reverent ingnirvy by many:

Verse 1. There was a man of the Pharises, A

demns, A Greek name. John is the only in-
representative of the most peli

us sect of the spived Writer who mentions him, 1l
dews, the seet that most carnestly looked for the career, from descriptive
Messiah, but a seet nevertheless that was Darrow,  firmness of character,

and becoming constantly more depraved ; Mmifill- Nicodemus who
ng the law of Moses to the letter its members

later
touches by Johy, showed
The Talmuds mention g
had enormons wealth when
Titus began the sivge of .lvrumh-m, but was pe.
‘Ctpoverty. It ig impossible to sy
whether the two are identical, 4 vuler of the Jowy,

00 often neglected its Spirit,  In their patriot- duced to ahj
surand theip orthodoxy they were bigots,  Nieo-
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A member of the great council, or Sanhedrin
(chap. 7. 50), evidently an authorized doctor of the
law, and probably a famous teacher.

2. Came to Jesus by night. That he was a hesi-
tant inquirer scems plain, but this is not neces-
sarily a sign of cowardice—rather a sign of, wis-
dom: for the new Teacher was not yet well
known, and of doubtful authorization, and Nico-
demus’s visit was made in a spirit of investiga
tion, at once candid and reverent, At least two
reasons are plain for his coming at night ¢ the
hostility of the Sanhedrin, and the holy industry
of Jesus, The Saviour had no leisure all day
long ; crowds constantly flocked around him to

and be healed ; but at night Jesus would
ure. It is not unlikely that John and
other disciples were present when the two great
teachers met,  Rabbi. Tt would be of great in-
terest if we could ascertain by what means Jesus
came by this title. Tt was new, unknown until
the time of our Lord, and one (Matt. 7) of
which Jesus did not approve,  We kuow that thon
art a teacher come from God,  Our Lord's mi L
had convineed many that his mission was divine,
Novwnan ean do thesemirvacles [signs] that thow doest.
We have not any record in detail of mir
wrought in Jerusalem in the first year of our
Fmept God be with him, God

dles

will not perform miracles for those who do not
glorify him in their teaching,

3. Jesus answered.  Probably Nicodemus  hao
said many things not recorded. N
« Amen, amen,” a Hebraic phrase of emphasis,
Ercept a man be boru again, Either ** born from
the beginning’® or ** born from above,”  Jl cun-
not see the kingdom of God, Cannot even see it.
And so, as Dr. Abbott says, the declaration is
explicit that the new spiritual life is necessary
not merely to enter into, but even to form any
accurate conception of, the Kingdom of God.
«Jt is not learning, but life, new life, that is
wanted for Messiah’s kingdom, and new life
must begin by new birth.”—Alford. The King-
Jdom of God in Nicodemus's mind is the new im-
perial Hebrew state.  Christ would have him
understand that it is a spiritual empire, wherein
citizenship depends  upon renewed  human
nature. Strange to say the phrase “kingdom
of God," so frequently used by the other evan-
gelists, occurs only twice in the gospel of John—
both times in ourlesson for to-day.

4. How can a wman be horn when he is old? To
some Nicodemus has seemed entirely to misap-
prehend Jesus, and to understand the Saviour
as alluding to physical birth ; at first reading the
allusion to the mother would seem to imply this,
But to determine precisely what he meant we
must put ourselves in his pla Jewish teachers

Verily, ver

[Feb. 11.

held that all descendants of Abraham were (at
birth) born into the kingdom of God. When a
heathen became a proselyte he was baptiz d
and said to have been born again, In view of
these faets Nieodemus's question, while not ex-
cluding physical birth, is seen rather to refer to
man’s moral nature, Character is the result of
moral decisions which have been made all
through a man's life. How can character be
changed ¢ It is exactly the question of the mod-
ern skeptie, TTow can a man change from
drunkenness and dishonesty, for instance, into a
pure, sincere Christian ® Shall he become a
baby, and start life anew?

5. Ereept aman e born of water and of the Spivit,
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God., Here
again we must try to place ourselves beside
Nicodemus, It is unfortunate that in both the
Authorized and the Revised Versions “ spirit 7 is
yelled with a capital 8,  There is no direct allu-
sion here to the third member of the Mol
Trinity. When a pagan became a Jew he was
admitted by baptism of er, and was expected
thereafter to show a Jew's spirit, not the spirit of
a Gentile, John had come and astonished the
people by preaching the baptism of repent
ance " and teaching the en the children of
Abraham needed a new spivit.  And now Jesus
teaches that both the symbol and the thing sym
holized are required—the outward sign and th
inward grace, e cannot enter into the Eingdom o)
God,  Beeause the kingdom of God is not of this
world, It is a spiritual kingdom, and those wlo
would belong to it can only do so by virtue of
their spiritual nature, X

6. This verse explains the last—Kind begets
kind.,

7. Ye must be born again,  Even ye; even Isra-
elites ; even masters in Israel,

8. The wind Woweth where it listeth, It is pleas
ing to fancy that at this moment the soughing of
the night wind was heard around the corners of
the upper chamber where the two teachers sut.
Thow heavest the sound theveof, but canst not tll
whence it comethy and whither it goeth. The sound
of the wind indicates its presence, but seldom
indicates its direction. * The possibility that
this illustration would not be applicable to the
modern scientist does not lessen its force and
heauty obin,  So is everyone that is born of th
Spir The phenomena  of  spirituality —are
clearly discerned in the good man's life, al-
though the spiritnal change is not to be ex
plained by human philosophy. In Hebrew the
word for * wind " and ** spirit " is the same.
is everyone that is born of the Spirit. That is
to say, a man morally changed is congcions of
the change ; it is a personal experience.

Al
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0. How can these things be ? Nicodemus is not
ieredulous ; he is simply bewildered,
10. A waster of Ispael, The teacher of Isracl,”
Noowest wol these things?  This question has the

1N ven so must the Sou of man be lifted up, Read
carefully the story of the brazen serpent in the
Wilderne; how it was made the means of u
miraculous cure of miraculously diseased sin-
foree of a rebuke: You seeking to teach ners. This verse, while not Prophesying the eru-
spivitual truth without Spiritual experience, cifixion in detail, nevertheless was fultilleq by
11, Tsay wnto thee, Emphasize the Pronouns, that event,

Lic thee, We speale that we do Know, and te sty that
wehave seen, Tt is not hypothesis, nor inference,
nor philosophical Speculation, with us, huy our
hearts’ deep experience,

16, Whosrer belieweth in Pim. Trusteth iy hin,
Commits his all to Lim, Have eternal life. As a
Present possession ; the life of God in the soul
of man,

“What we have folt and — 16. Many of the Nil‘lllill'.ﬂ. scholars and exe-
With confidence we tell, m:lvnlmhl that verses 16 to ].‘ au'f' not the \\'1v'n!.~
And publish to the sons of i ofour Lord, but rather l!w inspired t-\‘ungn'hsl.s
The signs infallible, vomments on the narrative, No other possi-

ble statement could give to the world such g con-
ception of the intensity and bersistency of the
love of God toward the human ruce as is given
' re- inthis vepse,?

Yo vecive wot our wituess, You, and men of your
cluss, rejeet oup testimony, Very ey idently,
however, Nicodemus had 1o a good degr
ceived this * witness,

12. 7 hurve told Yoearthly things, What 1 have
litherto taught is the principles of ethies and
vodliness, and has 1o o With man's life on
varth.  Ye bedieoed Not fully, in any cas
i some cases not at all, 2w shall Yo belivee, ir 1
ol you of Iewrenly things?  These wor

'—I,'uhim

17, God sont ot his Son into the world,  Those
Who shrink from thejp Saviour are unjustifiably
frightened, 1le is the Judge of the carth, but
until he sits upon his judgment throne he is the
Atoner for the sins of the world,  Zhat the world
hevongh hiv smigght be saved. It should not weaken
ds are at our estimate of the necessity of personal salva-
onee a tender rebuke and an introduction 1o the tion to reflect to what a great degree even the
heavenly teaching which Jesus felt Nicodemns unregenerate world has uln-ml_\' been  saved
was barely ready to receive, The *heavenly through Christ, \ minority of the souls born
things ™ are the eterng) thoughts anq purposes into this world since the Lord lived, anq died,
ol Giod, and rose again for the world’s salvation hyye

hewren, That s, come tohim to be gaved, vertheless the
no truthseeker, no Philosopher ransacking crog- woplg itself has boen leavened by the Gospel ;
tion to get teath to sutisfy hungry human souls, innm-:umqnlvly higher moral standards have heen
s ever got so far as heaven in Lis search, adopted ; and if in the world of civilization to-
Heavenly things have NOL ¥et been fully . day the majority are nnl|-.\]u-ri|m-nlul(‘Ilriuliun\
v the world, nevertheless, has been saved througl
this  Christ from the domination of paganism and
conversation, tells of e vternal, preexistent from depths of socig] corruption,
Word who came 10 'th 10 bring spiritual 18, 74 that belicvth on him is
Mowledge 1o men,  Waion i i hearen,  These

13- N0 wuan hath asoendont wps to

. e that came down from heswren, eren the

o man. - Elsewhere John, whe reports

not condemmd,
“Believeth ”  curries With it the idea of com-
Wi n’wll'(-nlnillt'llI',\'N»In\'nl'lhl'|N'.\l authorities, mittal, enlistment, trust, identification, Cun=
and hardly add to the Sense, demned wlready. 1lig own conduct condenys

14 s Moses ligtea up the serpent in the wildes- him ; there is no need to wait for a judiciul finding,

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

UAINING POLLOWERS AND MAKING ENEMIES,  seending Spirit.  John and Andrew had first the

The Tast lesson deseribed how Josus gained his testimony of the Baptist, and afterward the up-.
lirst followers, In chap, 2, verses H-19, we are recorded evidences of the private interview with
1l how he made his first enemies,  These first Jesus, To Peter was given the testimony of his
Iriends neyep abandoneq him, and these fir: brother, and the voice of Christ speaking to Lis
viimies never forgave him, 1t s worth consid- deepest nature, Nathanael was convineed by
ering how Jesus gained his followers and how the proof of Christ's supernatural knowledge,
be made his enemi (1) Those whom ,J. Sus Then at Cang e an the evidence of miracles,
wined to he his followers  were secured and the faith of his disciples was still further
through the persunasion of evidence, John the strengthened (chap., 2, 11), Ana 'hn'iu;.:'hnpnsu-
Baptist was given the indubitable Sign of the de- oyer week “many believed inhis name when they
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saw the miracles which he did ™ (chap.

il others

These miracles convineed Nicodemus ¢
of the rul
come from G,

three lines—the testimony of the Seriptures, the

rs that Jesus was at least

a teacl

desus appealed to men along

self-evidencing trath of his own words, and th
witness of his works.  (2) Jesus made enemies
by the light which he turned upon the lives of
gibly evil men,  (See chap. 2, =16 8,40

It was inevitable thut suchc men should

incor
15,

hate him,)

THE GOSPEL AND CULTURE
Nicodemus was a highly educated man. Only
men of superior intelligence and exceptional
enlture conld attain to membership in the Sanke
drin.  He must have been d
ological learning, the master
guages, familiur with all the chief branches of
secular knowledge, and at home in the fields of

oply versed in the-
of several lan

history and literature, ile was a type of th
highest culture, What was Christ’s message to
him and to his cluss ¥ And what is the message
of the Gospel to cultivated men and women
now ¢ (1) Jesus sought to make it plain that he
was a teacher of a higher kind of knowledge
than Nicodemus  possessed, e did not dis
parage  Nicodemus's  learning ;. rather he re
speeted it in the eharacter of his reply, which

was very different from what he would have

spoken to an uneducated son. e did not

assune superiority in the fieclds of Nicodemus®s
e attainments, 1t was not a question of

particuls
more knowledge, but of other and higher knowl
edge,  Of this higher knowledge Nicodem
not learned the radiments, “ Thonart at
Yes, but of a school of

18 had

Nicodemus had just saic
knowledge in which Nicodemus had not yet ma
triculated.  (2) Jesus told Nicodemus that the
her conld not he
an. This knowl

things of which he wus the te

communicated to the natural n
edge cannot be aequired as other knowledee is
Anyoue may 1 1

igiage and seience

acqnired, simply by study

or receive instruetion in
and history and mathematies and theology.  But
born from above can see the

only those who
kingdom of God. Knowicdge of other things,
however great, and faculty and capacity for

ping and receiving other Kinds of knowled

g

however highly developed, will avail nothing

here.  Bpiritual things ave spiritually discerned,
and this discernment requires spiritual faculty,
and this faculty is a power of the spirvitual man,
and this new man is only quickened out of mere
latency by the Spirit,  Without this new hirth,
to the illiterate clown and the refined scholar
alike, the things of the kingdom are sealed and
impenetrable mystevies,  Culture carrvies no key
for the unlocking of the gates of the invisible,

[Feb. 11,

Logic and learning ave as fatile for this purpose
as crowbars and sledge hammers,  Philosopher
and hod-carrier are subject to the same lay

cept ye be converted, and become as litt
children, ye shall not enter into the Kingdom of

heaven ™ (Matt, 18,3

FOUR THINGS SHOWN,

Dr. Gilbert, in his admivable little book, 7%
Studdeut's Lige of Jerns, says with regard to the in-
cident of the present lesson: (1) 1t shows that
Jesus at the very beginning of his ministey in
sisted on the necessiiy of o new heart in the case
of everyone who would enter his Kingdom
2) It shows that Jesns the beginning of his
ministey was sure of ultimate vietory, - Whetlhier
we understand heing *lifted up® (verse 14) as an
allugion to the cross, or as a reference to th
Messianic throne, it means vietory for those who

trust in hime ¢G5 The conversation with Nicode-

Josus from the fiest of his minis

mus shows t
try felt that his mission was to manifest the love

of God (verse 16 1) The conversation with
Nicodemus shows that Jesus at the beginning of
his ministry, at least on some occasions, taught
the supreéme importanee of his person in salva
tion, According to the synoptists | Matthew, Mark
and Luke], Jesus studiously avoided Messianic
try—that is
ver ul
acted like the Messiah, but left men to draw the
inference for themselves,  Even in private 1
did not explicitly elaim Messiahship.  The im

claims at the beginning of his m

claims publicly made.  He spoke ¢

pression given by the synoptists is modified
by Jolin, as the conversation with Nicodemus

shows"

Thoughts for Young People.
A Personal Interview.”

It is the fashion in these days to “interview’
men and women who have, either by their tal-
in which they have
been placed, achieved notoriety and become ol

ents or by the circumstane

Juets of interest, for the hour, at least, to the

readers of  newspapers and n
study to-day the most wonderful **intervie

il

on

1. Jeve is an interview betwecn o distinguis)
Phavisaic vabbi and a dexpised Gulilee * woul
rabbi. But observe that the distinguished Phar
see was the inquirer; and that he had sought
the interview not for the benefit of the publi
generally, but for his own private satisfaction
and the record of the interview has been pr
served for our use hecause it most closely con
cerns us all,

Q. Thix interwicw was browght about becanse of «

SISO
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words,
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ey romarkabi, The outep court of
the temple haq been, yeur after year, on the oe-
casion of the feas of the pussover, filjeq with
buyers ang sellers and money changers, and
shieep and oxen for the sacrifice, making a seepe

HEUrPEne,

of bustle and confusion vepy nfitting fop pl
set apart for the worship of (ioq,

Galilean, withony

cept that of s marvelous p rsonality,
summarily drove oy the profaners of the temple,
speaking of it us Jyis Father's house, 8, remark-
able an incident, Agreeing as it qiq With the
propheey of M, *hi about the Lord coming to
his temple (Mgl 82, attracted general atten-
tion,

8. That vemarkay reuce T to yany Qren-
Some asked Jos is for some sigy that he
had a right to 4o what he had done,  Some saied
that the signs already given convineed them that
this was the expeeted  Messiyl,,
least, was deeply in

e
Suddenly 3
IV recognized authority ex-
own

fions,

One man, gt
earnest, and, pglep and
teacher as he wag, o souzht a private Opporty-
Hity to pour out his heartful of “questions befope
the Galilean,

4 Jesus auswerod it Spoken: questions aud vome
that hadd wevey iy, apressed, Tle tolq Nicodemus
what was God's ming toward the World; God
loved it, Jfe told Nicodemus What God hag
done for the World ; his love had led hing ¢ give
his only begott 1 Son to saye sinners, e tolq
Nicodemus coneerning the kingdom of Iu-;m-n:
it eould be entereq only by those wheo were hopy
again, 1o direeted Nicodemus ¢ the way of
salvation,

5. The wla story of the Serpent in the wildepyems
made this uem Sory lain, The Son of God he-
comes the Son of man, and is lifteq up on the
Cross for a Jost world,
crucified as he js pey

Whoeyer beholds hirist

ed by the Holy Spirit
recognizes his own sinfulne, d aceepts Christ
as his Savioup, Thus he is born of {he Spirit
becomes a pey creature, a4 son of God (Johy 1,
12)5 he liy %1 he is saved,

By Way of Hlustration,
A Loacher from God. Every step in European
civilization has resulted from the taking up into
itional congcienee and polity of some
trath in Christianity Chivairy owed all t it
hossessed of good - its grace, jts honoy, jts cour-
tesy, its respect for women—to the Gospel, The
Protestant formation ws but the noral virtye
Streaming from the words of Chyigt Which had
been hidden iy convent cell,  Oyp hospitals anq
Orphanages ape but the crystallization of his
words, The African’s fottops as they fell to {pe
ground, anq the ery of the Russ an serf as he

SUNDAY 8¢ 001, BANNE R, 89

Sprang into liberty, but
Chr Ever

cchoed the words of
reformer has gained hisg nobjc ey;-

for ihe progress of Innn;mi!y from
Lixvmlurv and Commeree, Bovernment

and art, haye learned hepe theip sublimest minijs.
i

~ Do s,

Ye st e oy, “agein' An English Mmisgion-

Srabiomin gy Hindu crowd
il \ great ang deadly SCrpent entered 1y,
house and mygge s abode in g oo

Speaking 1o g

in the waj)
and the pejgy,
bors comge UG to know what was the matter

The Lamnily wis “reatly alarieg

C A deadly sngke has come hepe to live, Wt
shall we (g v Said one, ¢ [yye the house thop
oughly whitewashed, ' Said tnother, ¢Jfave it

painted, too, anq send fop
all the doors and windows,*

A carpenter 1o mend

Suid a thirg, ‘Rend
for u Brahmin o WHer sucred wopgs,» Well, the
louse wyg whitewashed and painteq, and the
learneq Brahmin came and repegted his sacped
words, and the family, reassured, lived in peace,
Soon aftep this, one nizht, when all wepe
the snuke came ont of
father, and Je died,
bit the son, and

aslecp,
his hole anq bit the
The next night the reptile
e died 1o, Do you know the
meaning of 1his burable v e house is the baoviy,
the hole ju 1 Hner wall is the heart, the serpey
is sin, By ail rour washings and ceremonies
YOu will ne oy BeLsin out of youp heart thyy
they got he s DENt out of thyy house by Jjj;e
and paing, Christ, who can 1-I:~ulm-nllsit|, is the
only remedy,

Conrersion may be gradua.

Becanse thepe must
be a new birth, it does not follow thyt i person
must know the exact hour op even the year of his
conversion, The pew life is like the coming (f
spring aftep winter ; no one can tell by appe
ances the day op the week w hen wingep Chany
10 spring ; tje fuct I8 enongh, Very often iy is
impossible t see when the syp rises, hut the duy
come after the night,
course often in g lapge ir

A ship pevers her
le, but it js not easy o
Point out the exuct time op Place when the re-
versal beging, — Moutyy,

Verse 16, A Christian merchant in e city of
Foochow, China, had 115 verse printed oy th,
outside of the hajes of goods whieh he sent ing,
the interjop, e vealizeq that it only this muek
of the Spel reached them, there woulg be re.
sults, S8oon e Feceived inguipjes
message came from, whicy
loves the children of

A towhere that
told of a Gioq who
It was suen a4 new
and blessed teaching to those people whose Jivs
are spent in trying toappease the wrath of thejp
gods,  From several districts came ealls fop
Christian teaeheps and Bibles, as o result of this
bit of Gospel, ~De, S, I, Bldwin,

W hosorrep 1y lieveth,” e only

nien,

z

condition—
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faith—is not arbitrary, but is the necessary con-
dition of salvation
the stairs are a hindranee to coming out of a
burning building, or a road is a hindrance tc
reach a place. A check, though signed by the
richest man, will not do any good unless one has

is no more a hindrance than

faith to present it.  The doctor cannot cure a
man who will not trust him enough to take his
medicine and obey his directions,  The condi-
tions are such that everyone can fulfill it.—Seleet
Notes, i
Heart Talks on the Lesson,

Nicodemus was a man of good moral habits,
educated, cultured, holding high social position,
He was a ruler of the Jews, a master in Israel,
He was familiar with Jewish history, with the
Law and the Prophets, and no doubt could eritice-
ally expound the Seriptures as well as human
scholarship without special divine enlightenment
can expound them, He was a lover of knowl-
edge and a searvcher for it, e recognized Jesus
her with a special commission

as o great te
from God. He belonged to that cla
we know many, who are so wise and good and
admi
nothing more could be needed to make them all
they should be.  But to this man'’s ieverent ac-
knowledgment of the high character and mission
of Jesus he makes no reply except to declare a
deeper fundamental truth  which Nicodemus
could not find out by the processes of his mind,
and without which no other knowledge would
avail to make him a sharer in eternal life. 1e
showed him that man needs more than ateacher ;
more, even, than a teacher sent from God ; he

s of whom

ible in all respeets that it seems as if

needs a Saviour who is God.  This was a puzzle
to the scholar. * How can these things he?
It is possible to be a master in Israel and not
know what even a child by simple faith under-
stands,  Jesus had no argument with this in-
quirer.  Argument never yet converted a soul
or opened the mysteries of the kingdom of God
toany mind, e stated a truth which God un-
derstands and man has simply to believe, There
is but one way into the kingdom for philosopher,
scholar, moralist, ignorant heathen, or little
child.  Whosoever believeth, sees, enters, and is

saved,

What a new view of the lifting up of the ser-
pent in the wilderness Nicodemus had while
Jesus talked with him. e knew that historie
ineident well, and had probably discussed it with
the rabbis many times.  For anything 1 know he
may have thought it ought to be expunged from
the canon as *‘unauthentic.” That it had any
relation to himself as a true Israelite he had
never dreamed, His forefathers had murmured

'z [Feb, 11.
against God ; they had distrusted him ; they were
discontented with his dealings with them, and
preferred Egypt to the promise of Canaan ; they
had disbelieved God's love and denied his faith-
fulness,  Fiery serpents had bitten them in pun-
ishment for their sin, and God had provided a
medy in the brazen serpent by which every
sufferer was healed simply by a look. Yes, he
had known that story always. But that it meant
that he, a respectable, learned Pharisee, was
poisoned by sing and would surely die of the
poison unless God should provide a remedy and
he should aceept it in the same simple way the
Israclites looked at the brazen serpent, was alto-
gether a new thought, very humbling to his pride
and impossible for the natural heart to receive.
Jesus said it could only be known through the
Spirit, whose working we cannot understand, but
whose power is manifest in results, Ile did not
try to explain it to Nicodemus ; he knew it must
be a matter of experience through believir
80 is everyone that is born of the Spirit,”
Happy souls on carth and in heaven know the
seeret opened to faith, unexplained to humin
on, hidden from the wise and prudent, 1

vealed to babes, A minister was called to sec u
woman who was not only herself a sinner, but
had led many others astray. She was dying, and
her danghter kept pleadingly erying, O get her
in, get her in!" meaning get her into heaven
Her sins crowded upon her mind with ho
The minister could not set before her the exam
ple of Jesus, nor exhort her to break off from
her sins, for she was dying.  All he could do was

to give her the simple, sweet truth of this lesson
—* God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
suould not perish, but have everlasting life.”
She looked, was saved, and went to God in peace,
It is a blessed Gospel for a world of sin,

The Teachers’' Meeting.

I. We take from the Zlustrative Notes an out
line of the theme *The New Birth,” 1, Its Re
cacher come from God.” 2. Its ne-
cessity 3 citizenship in a country is a birthright;
in the heavenly commonwealth membership
and privilege come by the second birth, 3. I«
nature: a spiritual enlivening; the gift of the
inward lifeziving power, betokened by the e
blem of water baptism, 4. Its mystery : being
spiritual, it can only be discerned by spiritual
men, 5, Its reality : it is a matter of personal
experience, 6, Its requisites : the sacrifice of the
Son of God, and faith in him....IL For older
students a picturesque treatment would be a
careful study of the characteristies of the young

venlep: *
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Rabbi. 1. As Nicodemus s
chanic outside the
from God, 2,
young h'mlvr, starting whepe
stopped, and destined to
his father David. 3, oneof
the contemptible Dbeasantry, ignored as long
they could afford to ignore
lurity made that impossible,
Jeim ¢

him: a Galilean me-
sects, and yet a teacher come
As his discipies saw hipn < abrilliant
John the Baptist
reign on the throne of
As the privsts saw hin »
s
him, and, when popu-
Killed. 4, s we knon
the greatest and best human being who
ever lived, the Son of man, the consummate
flower of humanity, the King of glory, the
Iuman being of whom it could he
said, “In him dwelleth all the
Godhead bodily Or, 111, Study it under
three heads: 1. The Learn The Lesson ;
4. The Teacher, The Learner was (1) A good man, »
1ill't'fll'.\'llllll'lllllf(ht‘”l»l) Seriptures ; (2) A man
of blind spiritua] hature ; (3) A sincere inquirer,
though possibly t I The Lesson was (1) That g
man must experience radical g Spiritual
<hange that it cannot be compared to any othep
luman experience but that of beginning life,
s change must e performed by Goq and
1y confessed, (8) This change brings citi
2zenship in God's kingdom. (4) There is no use
totry philosophi ally toexplain this change
beyond human comprehension,  (5) This change
i~ made possible only by the atonement of (hyist,
1) This change depends on thorough belief in
and consecration to Christ, (7) Christ's atone-
tient and our salvation depend on the love of
God,

one
trathfully
fullness of the

S0

itis
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BORN AGAIN

We are not ghle o comprehend what is the
love of God, which passeth kum\'lwlm'; but the
greatness of the crifice tells the greatness of
the love, The best treasure of heaven was given
10 prove and manifest it ; anq in Jesus, the only
begotten of e Father, we g the fullness of
that love for us, Yet the sacrifice will be all in
vain unless we believe ana accept him, and gpe
born again of the Holy Spirit, 11e was sent that




SUNDAY Scoi

we might know the mind of God, and died t
we should not perish, but have everiasting life

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

Sing them over

N 1o nu
Wondrous words !
O for a heart to praise my God

001. BANNER. [Feb. 1

I lay my sins on Jesus,
A wonderful joy and salvation.

Come, Holy Spirit.

Thou who camest from above,

All glory to Jesus be given,

Come every soul by sin oppressed.
God loved the world,

ce——

LESSON Vii. JI

GOLDEN TEXT. God is a Spirit: and they

N AT JACOB'S WELL.

[Feb, 18,

s that worship him must worship him in spirit

and ia truth. John 4, o4

Avrtnorizen VErstos

2 104, 49,

qd John ¢

John 4. 5-26. [Conanit to ineinory verses 11-14.]

5 Then cometh he to a eity of Sa-ma'vi-a which
is called Sy’char, near to the parcel of ground
that Ja'cob gave to his son Jo'seph,

6 Now Ja’cob’s well was there. Jo'sus therefor
being wearied with Ais journey, sat thus on the
well @ and it was about the sixth hour.

7 There cometh a woman of Sa-ma'ri-a to
draw water @ Jesus saith unto her, Give me to
drink.

8 For his disciples were gone away unto the eity
to buy meat.

9 Then saith the woman of Sa-ma’ri-a unto
him, How is it that thou, being a Jew, nskest
drink of me, which am a woman of Sa-masri-a ¥
for the Jews have no dealings with the Sa-mar'i
tans.

10 Je'sus answered and said unto her, If thou
knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith
to thee, Give me to drink ; thou wouldest have
asked of him, and he would have given thee liv
ing water.

11 The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast
nothing to draw with, and the well is deep @ from
whence then hast thou that living water ?

12 Art thou greater than our father Ja'cob,
which gave us the we ind drank thereof him
self, and his children, and his cattle ¥

13 Jefsus answered and said unto her, Whoso
ever drinketh of this water shall thirst again :

14 But whosoever drinketh of the water that [
shall give him shall never thirst; but the water

that I shall give him shall be in him a well of

water springing up into everlasting life,

The woman saith unto him, Sir, give me
this water, that 1 thirst not, neither come hither
to draw,

16 Je'sus saith unto her, Go, call thy husband,
and come hither,

17 The woman answered and said, I have no
hushand, Je'sus said unto her, Thon hast well
said, I have no hushand :

18 For thou hast had five husbands : and he
whom thou now hast is not thy hushand : in that
saidst thou traly,

REvIsED VERSION,

5 8o he cometh to a eity of Sa-ma'ri-a, called

Syfehar, near to the pareel of ground that Ja'-
b cob gave to his son Jo seph : and Ju'cob’s well
was the therefore being wearied
with his journey, thus by the well. It
wis abous the sixth hour, There cometh a
to draw water : Je'sus

Je'sus

woman of Sa-ma
iive me to drink.  For his dis

8 saith unto her,

ciples were gone away into the city to buy
O food.  The Sa-ma'ri-tan woman therefore
saith unto him, How is it that thou, being a
Jew, askest drink of me, which am a 8a-mar
i-tan woman? (ForJews have no dealings
10 with Sa-marfi-tans.) Je'sus answered and sail
unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God,
and who it is that saith to thee, Give me 1o
drink : thou wonldest have asked of him, and
11 he would have given thee living water.  The

nothing

woman saith unto him, Sir, thou ha
to draw with, and the well is deep: from
12 whenee then hast thou that living water 2 Art
thou greaier than our father Ja'vob, which
gave us the well, and drank thereof himsels,
and his sons, and his cattle ? Je'sus answered
'y one that drinketh o

and said unto her, Ey

14 this water  shill thirst again : but whoso
ever drinketh of the water that [ shall
give him shall never thirst ; but the water

all become in him

give him s
vater springing up unto eternal
5 life. The woman saith unto him, Sir, giv
me this water, that I thirst not, neither come
all the way hither to draw. Jefsus saith

that 1 sha

a well of

unto her, Go, call thy husband, and com¢
7 hither. The woman answered and said unto
him, Thave nohusband,  Jefsus saith unto her.
Thou saidst well, 1 have no husband : for thou
hast had five hushands : and he whom thou
now hast is not thy husband : this hast thon
said teuly.  The woman saith unto him, Sir, 1

z

col
\
hin
¥
foor
\
app
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19 The Woman saith unto him, Rir, T 1
that thon art 4 propliet,
20 Our fathers worsl

liped in this
and ye say, that in !

SUND.AY SCHoorn p.ayg
wreeive

nountain ;

NNER, 93
20 pereeive that thouart g prophet,

Our fathers
worshiped in this mountain ;

amd ye say, that

i Jera’sa-lem s the place where men ought
Je-ru'saslem s he pli & & i
where men ought to worship, 21 to worship, Jo'sus suith unto hep, W oman,
21 Jefsus saith unto her, Woman, 1 lleve me believe me, the hnnrvmm-lh, when neither iy
the hour comet), when ye shall neither in this this mountain, nop in Je-ru'sa-lem, shall yo
ll‘nl;l'lllllillll. O yet at Je-pufsy-| my worship the 2 worship the Father, Yo worship that Which
ather, "
¥ 2 . Ye know not: we worship that which we
22 Yo worship Ye know not what ; we know know: for salvati is tr thie Joy Bu
what we worship ;* fop salvation is of the Jews, = ‘) * OFsLivation I8 Ot down. Bt
23 But the honp cometh, and now js, when the the hour cometn, and now is, when the true
true worshipeps shal) worship the F;

and in trath;
ship him,
24 God is a Spirit

must worship Zim iy spirit and in teutl,

atherin spirit
for the Father secketh such to wor

+and they that worship him

worshipers shall worship the
and trath ; fop syel doth the
24 be his worshipers,
that worshi

ther in spipit

her seek to
God is a Spirit : and they
v him must worship in spirit ana

9 T} ith hi 13 " 2 teath, The woman saith unto h L, I know

wo e Woman saith unto him, know that ) b b s foti tan Yhalatss
Mes-si’as cometh, which is ealled Christ : when that Mes-si‘uh com th (which is called ( hrist):
he is come, he

Will tell us all things,
26 Je'sus saith unto her,
am he,

Time.~Decembe, D. 27, Place.
well in the valley of Sichen,

Home Readings.
M. Jesusat Jacol's Well,
- Jesus at Jueoly's Well,
W Samaritans believing,
- Water of life, Rey
£ Come and drink, Is
S. Spiritual worship.  Aets
With true heart, e, 10, 14

John 4, 5-14,
Jolin 4 i
John 4
1-7

Lesson Hymns,

No. 19, New Canadian Hymnal,
Come, Holy Spiri' hea nly Dove,
With all'thy quickening powers ;
Kindle a flame of sacred love
In these cold hearts of ours,

ious Spirit, Love divi

Y light within me shine!
All my guilty fears remove ;
Fill me with thy heavenly Jove,

No. 21, New Canadian Hymnal,
Come, Holy Ghost, our hey
Let us thine influence p.
Source of the old prophe
Forntain of life and love,

QUESTIONS FORSENIOR SCHOLARS,
Lo At Jacol’s Wit v
What town of

L did Jesus approuch v
From what great hering had he probubly

come ¥

Wit mementos of the patriarehs were abont
him ¥

How many houps had he probably traveled on
foot ¢

A\t what time of d

ay did the Samaritan woman
approach ¢

I that speak unto thee

———

when he

is come, he will declare
things,

Je'sus saith unto her,
unto thee am 4,

unto us all

I that speak

Is the wmy mention in the Ol Testument of
this * pareel of ground ™ or of “ Jacoh's
well ¥ *

Where had Josus's diseiples gone v

What is meant by “meat v

Why had the Jews
maritans ?

For what diq

"o dealings with the Sa-

Jesus ask v

2. Al the Wonr of Salvation, v, 10-13
How did Jesus reply to the
tion ¥
What did he mean by “ the gift of Gody»
What did he mean by ¢
he offered the woman ?
Was Jacob pe
tans ¥

woman's ques

“living water,” which
ally the ancestop of the Samari-

What may we leaen from the
Jesus makes g request
the oceasion fop

Is it possible for g !
tious world with g pereny
gious joy in his heart ¥

Are any intelligent peop
spivitnal acumen

manner in which
for an ordinary courtesy
adeeply religions conve

tion ¥
in this vexa
ul spring of deep

1 to live

li
vli-
e to-day as lacking in
as was this woman v

3. Formal Wership, v

What did Jesus t
What may have

L the woman to do ?

been his Purpose in this s
den change of topie v

low did J
tion ?

Sus show her his divine penetrg-
How did the woman tey to change the subject
again ?

Are there any
theologieal apy
of their conscienee ¥

Who worshi

Who wao

ed in “the mountain 3
shiped at Jernsalom
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4. Spivitual Worship, v, 21-20,
What people at that timein all the world had
the knowledge of the true God ¢
I+ it right to hold Jews in contempt ¢
How is the Father to be worshiped ¥
What divine teacher did the woman expeet ?
What did Jesus say concerning the Messios ?

Teachings of the Lesson.
Find in this lesson—
1. A pathetie indication of the veritable hu-
nianity of Jesus.
2. Anevidenee of the folly and wickedness of

race hatred,

A A instance of the absurd notion that what
did forour fathers is good enough for us,

4 That Christ’s way of dealing with skepti-

cism is first to convict the conscience, afterward

to convinee the
3. That locality has nothing to do with wor

S0,

ship

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIAT

‘HOLAR

1 Jucol’s Well, v, 5-9,

Near what city was Jacob's well ¥

In what parcel of ground was it ?
)

Nee Josh,

What weary traveler sat by the well ¥
At what time of the day was this ¢
What visitor came to the well, and on what

errand ?
Where were the disciples of Jesus ¥
What did Jesus ask of the woman ¥
What question did the woman a
What reason did she give for her surprise ¢

2. At the Well of Salvation, v. 10-15,
What two things did the woman not know ¢
Had she known, for what would she have

asked ¥
What did she ask about the living water ¥
What about the patriarch Jacob ¢
What did Jesus say of the water in the well ¥
How could thirst be forever prevente
What cager request did the woman then
make ¢
Who is invited to take the water of life ¢ Rev.
. 17,
3. Formal Worship, v. 16-20,
Whom was the woman bidden to call ¥
What was her answer ?
What did Jesus tell about her life ¥
How did it happen that he knew so mueh ¢
John 2, 24,
Of what was the woman now convineed ?
What did she say about a place of worship ¢
4. Spivitual Worship, v. 21-26,
Of what hour did Jesus foretell ?

[Feb. 18,

Whose worship did he contrast ¢

What are the marks of true worship ?

To whom is such worship a delight ¥

ITow only can God be ntubly worshiped ¢
What did the woman know about the Messiah ¢
What did Jesus say about him ¢

Practieal Teachings.
Where in this lesson are we taught —
Whom we should worship ¢
How we should worship ?
The true place for worship ¢

TIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHHOLARS,
In what part of Palestine is Judea ¥
What is in the northern part ¥
What lies between the two ?
Where was Jesus going now ¥
Who were the Samaritans ?
Where did they have their temple
Where did Jesus stop to rest when going
through Samaria ¥
Who came there to dry
What did Jesus ask «
Why was she sarprised?  %hat « Jew shonld

Qu

v water ¥
her ¢

spuetk to her,
What did Jesus say he would give her ¢
What is *“ living water?”  The Holy Spivit,
What did the woman learn ¥ Zhat Jesus was the
Wossiah,

THE LESSON CATECHISM.
(For the entire school,)
1. Near what famous spring did the weary
Lowd sitdown ¥ Near Jueoh s well,

2. For what dia he ask the Samaritan wonian
who came down todraw water Foir « drink,

3. Why did she objeet ¥ Becanse he was a Jow

4. What did Jesus say she wounld ask for it she
knew lim?  For lioing water,

5. What did Jesus say he would give to belicy-
bl af water spriuging wp into everlasting

or
lie

6. What did Jesus say apout God’s worship: ¥
Goroey Text * God is a Spir 2 and they that
worship i must worship him in spivit and i
truth,” A

NEW CHURCH CATECHISM,

22, How hath God provided Redemption for
mankind?

God hath provided redemption for mankind by
his gift of his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who
gave himself a ransom for all,

1 Timothy ii. 4-6.

or
me
no
th
eye
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man
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THE
The
L Tue Tmen TRAVELER,
Weaviea sal thus, v, 0,
Fecling of oup infirmities,
Was made flesy,
I, Tue SOUL-SEEKER,
Jesus saith unto her,
To seek.. .. which was lost,  Luke 19, 10,
To save sinners, 1 Tim, 1,
IIL Tue Wisg Wonken,
11 thow kncivest the gigy, . 10,
The spirit of wisdom, TIga, 11,
Wise as Serpents.  Matt, 10, 16,
IV, Tue Living Waren,
The water that 1 shait i, v, 13, 14,

Heb. 4, 15,
John 1, 14,

lin’l..\.\'.\’l‘()R\'

When our Lopg left Jerusalem the
declared their beljef
against him soon haq other

home in Galile

appearance of a Jew,

Jews were frauds,
Jdacob’s well, a deep well dug in the rock,
good water flow o the surfyee
to its waters, and Jeq the wonen 1o
by one of the villages, and we
Philip's preaching aftep he resurrection of oy |

SUNDAY Sci10 OL BANNER.

NLross their minds,

Between Ebal and Gerizim, neap to the

LESSON OUTLINE,
Saviour at the Well,

Come ye to the water, Isa, 55,1,
Come unto me, and drink, John 7, 87,
V. Tup HEART-5EA ¢ HER,

Goy call thy hushana, s, 16-18,
Knew what was in man, John 9, ¢
Knowing theip thoughts, Matt,

VL Tug TrUTH-REY LER,

God is a Spivit, v 1-24,
No manney of similitude,

The Lord is that Spirit
VIL Tug Wonwn's Rer
Messias, ., ,ealle d Christ,
Whom thou hast sent,
The Son of God,

Deut, 4, 15, 16,
2Cor. 3, 17,

8. 25, 26,
John 1
Rom, 1. 3, 4,

AND PRAC'I‘IC.»\I, NOTES,
sensation of the day died ont,
on him appary ‘ntly soon forgor him,
political interests 1o o
on these things, and developed into a faithful

- On this oceasion he did not go around,
found himself in )0 region of Samaria, whepe

Most of those who had
Most of those who were planning
Nicodemus, at least, thouglt
Our Lord pusheq northward toward his
as usnal, by the way of Perea, e s00n
the people hateq everybody with the dress an

They were of heathen origin, but, like dranken men who think they are
sober and everyone ¢lse is drunk, they claimed to he

of puy

Jewish origin, anq declared that the
very center of Samaritan worship, is

Why it was dug there it js difficult to tel), for streams of
in every direction,
Pass other streams
versation between Jegus and the Samaritan woman led to his immediate reception as the Me
may suppose led 1o the

But a certain Supposed. sanctity gdhe

5 1
and wells, and dpayw from this,

The con-
siuh
Samaritans under

conversion of the

Lowd,

Verse 5. Then cometn he to aeity o Samaria, |t
was about a day anq ahalfafter ho haq left Jepn-
sulen when he saw before him g little walled yil-
lage or town, Sychar, I‘rn)mlnly a village now
called El-Askar, about two miles from Shechem,
and nearer to Jacol's well than Shechem, Sychar
is an unpleasant name ; it means drunken towy
orlying town, « Noplace inall the THoly Land was
morelovely and attractive in natural scenery, and
none was richer in jtg varied associations, thyy
that region which came within the sweep of the
eyes of Jesus as he syt down to rest by the weli,»
=I.C. Trmtdl, 790 Pavee of yronud that Jucol
yave to his son Josph. Jacob bought the ground
from Shechem (Gen. 33, 18-20), and when the lanq
was divided it fell to the inheritance of descend-
ants of Joseph, As has been remarked by
many, few places in Palestine after Jerusalem
have had so much of Bible history connected
With them as thig pareel of groung »

6. Jucol's well yax there,  Jacoly's spring or
fountain, ¢ has been conjectured that it was
originally a wel of living Waier, but later by
came so filled up that jt had only surtace water
for drawing, sus thergfore be ing wearvied with his
sat thus on the well, That is, as he was
tired and worn out, he sat on the limestone cuply
of the well op on the ground by its side, It
brings Jesug nearer to us to notjee his weari-
ness, how he was touched with the feeling of oup
infirmities, 7wy abont the sixth houp, Which,
according to the usual Jewish reckoning of time,
would be noon, But John seems to compute
time <liﬂ'(-r('mly from the othep evangelists, and,
il he in his later Ephesian life adopted the
Roman mode of notation, this was six o’clock in
the afternoon,

7. There cometh o "oman of Smmwaria to gy
water,  “Of Samarig means a Samaritan iy
Dr. Trumbun suggests that

Journey,

race and religion,
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<ty engued

this woman was, like many in the Eg
in the Yabor of the ficlds, and that she had con

to deaw water for the men who were engaged in
sowing or reapi Josws saith wnto hery Give
to drink, Jesus used his thirst as a means of
n's heart, and turned the

conversation from the living waters of Jacob's

approach to the wom

well to the living waters of salvation
follow our Saviour's example hy doing good in
our hours of relaxation

8. Lur his diseiples weve gowe away ito the city to
by aeart, They may have taken away with them
the skin bucket which as travelers they would
carry. * Meat " means food, not necessarily flesh,

0. MHowis it that thow, being a Jow, askost drind
me. That Jesus was a Jew was probably mad

plain by every feature of his dress and manners
“The chances were,” as Sadler says, * that he
would be rudely refused, as in fact he was on
mother oceasion when under similar circum
stances he sought a night’s rest in one of the vil-
(Luke 9. 53.) The wom-

lages of this alien rac

an’s question is one of impertinent frivolity, At
wells and fountains in the East women were more
free with men than in other places, .4 roman of
Sumaria. Joews had no dealings with the Samari
tans, and rabbis had no dealings with women
It is true that the two races traded together, hut
they were never friends, and the Sumaritans
were excluded by the Jews from the temple at

Jerusalem,

10, If thon kuewest the gigt of God. The gift is to
be explained by the close of this verse,  There
e text in the Just lesson,

is no reference here to

ive his only begotten

which tells us that God
Son. Thow wonldest haove asked of him. - Dr. Plum-
mer expands this thonght thus: © Spiritually, our
positions are reversed. It is thon who art weary,

and footsore, and parched, close to the well, yet

unable to drink; it is T who can give thee wi

from the well, and quench thy thiest foreve

living wale Running

He would have gircu th

water, spring water: a symbol here of divim
iife, perenmial life.  The gift of the Holy Spirit
which wherever it goes makes the desert rejoice
and everything hve

11. Sie, thow hast wothing to deaw with, *The
people that go to dip water out of Eastern wells
e provided with small leathern buckets,

Harwier.  The phrase “8ir™ is a more respectful
title than the woman has heretofore used. 7%
well is deep. A fact,

2. Art thow greater than ony futher Jucoh,  Fyen
Jacob, great as he was, had to dig this well,
Can you get water without digging for it? And
Jacob in his turn had to dip it up painfally
with leathern buckets, Can you draw the water
without the buckets ?

[Feb. 18,

13, 14. Whosocver deinketh of this water shall
thirst again, The water of Jacob’s well, which is
a type of all wells of enjoyment dug by men,
veeout.  Our spiritual natures
1 benefits,

The supply wil

atistied with phy

can never
Whosorer drinketh of the water that 1 shall give him

The craving is satis 18 500N
asever it recurs M—Puaoncr, The vater that 1shall
l Jatll b in hisn o el o seater sprivging up

i shall

shall wever thivst,

i
to coorlasting Uif

s abundant, overflowing,

not needing to be pumped or lifted, hut flowing on
forever, satisfying the soul that longs for life,
It is =0 abundant that it is enough for cver-
lasting needs.  The water that 1 give become:
Is into a river,

a

fountain, and the fountain sw
and the river expands into and loses itself
in the great ocean of eternity.” 20w, I, R,
Reynolds.

156. Sir, give me this water,  She has only

viigue idea of what the Teacher means, but what-

ever great gift he has for her she wants,

16. o, call thy husband.  Her Saviour must
find his way into the woman's heart ; hitherto
she has poised her bright mind ag

17. 1 have wo husband,  As if she had never

tinst his,

heen married, She was probably a young woman
Thon hast well said.  **Thou hast traly said.” 7
Jve wo Jowsband,  ** With especial cimphasis on
hushand.”—Gobin,

18. Finr thon hast had flee husbands
I'he facility of

» and he ko

thon o hast ix wot thy hesband,
divoree among the ancient Jews was one of the
moral diseases which were eating out the national
life, It is imperative that this great evil shonld
be antagonized by those who love Christianity.
If all the Sunday school teachiers on this Sunday
had this great truth deep in their hearts, much
good would be done. What imperiled and finally

destroyed the citizenship of the antique world is
undermining the citizenship and prosperity of
our own country,

19, 7 perecive that thow art a prophet.  Prophets
were believed to have supernatural insight into
the thoughts of others, and this insight of our
Lord's led the woman to eredit him with divine
vision,

29, Our fithers worshiped in this monntain, I

Samarituns selected Mount  Gerizim as  their
sacred place \n old legend said that Isaane had
been sacrificed there,  Many of the Jews he
lieved that Isaac had been saerificed on Mount
Moriah, where the temple stood,  For four hun-
dred years the Samaritan temple had stood on

0

Mount Gerizim, Yo say that in Jevusalon is the
place wheve men ought to worship,  ** Ye.'' Jews,
The woman with remarkable self-control and
craftiness secks to divert the conversation from
an embarrassing personality to a great current
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discussion—turns away from persongl religion
to frivolity,
21. The /mm‘umul/t, when ye shall

weither iu this
mountain, nor yet at Jop,

usalem, worship (e Futher,
In neither place exelusiy
longer be local,
place for worship ; he

wion shall no
i had inguipeq about the
ould teach hep concern-
g the Being (o he worshiped.”
a3, Y worship ye know wot what,  See the Re-
vised Version of this verse, which is hettep, s
cation is of the Jews,

l-
“The salvation jg from the

Jows. ™
23. True. Real, genuine. Ly wuivit ana in
trath, God ig Spirit, and God js truth.

And we

are 1o worship him not only sincerely, hug « with

CRITICAL AND H()MlLli'l'lC.\l. NOTES,

ElGur MONTHS Op SILENCE,

Christ’s interview with Nicodemus was in jm-
mediate connection w ith the passoyep fe,
lesus attended—t e IS, in April, Following that
incident there ape cight months of which we haye
but few details, We are simply told that Jesus
continued in Judea, buy iy wWhat purt we ape not
informed ; that his diseiples, hut not Jesus him-
self, Daptized ; that dohin
Ministry and baptism at the
determined plyee,

ast which

also continued |is
same time at an gy
“SEnon, near Salini ;" thyt
desus began 1o attract even moy attention thyn
doln, on aecount Oof Which John's diseiples D
came somewhat Jealous ; that Johy,
tothe compluints of his disciples,
areat and loving testimony

I response
bore another
1o Jesus g and that
Jesus finally, on account of the hostility provoked
amonz the Phapigees by his Lrowing DPopularity,
departed for Galilee,
in John 8,

All these fuers are stated
== 4. 1.8, Or these things the
other evangelists o] US nothing, as indecd they
tell us nothing of hrist’s presen the fivst
th Nicode-
ists, how-
Jesus's departure

passover and of hiy conversationy
We l
ever, a fac

mus nfrom the oflyep evange

e connection wigly
to Galilee that John does not tell ns, namely, the
mprisonment of Johy ( Matt. 4, 12; Mark 1, 14),
The reasons for this imprisonment gpe explained
in Matt. 14, 8, 4. ana Luke 3, 19, 20,
statement of John with the
by the

Putting the
explanations given
we  conclude that
Christ's brimary reason for leaving Judea was
the mengcing hostility of the Pharisces, and that
voincident with his determination 1o return to
Galilee oceurpeq the arvest of John the
John was imprisoned in Herod's stronghold at
Machwerus, egst of the Deaq Sea, and about
Year later the news of his death was brought to
Jesus (Matt, 14, 12),

othep evangelists,

Baptist,
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was nost
This
their obstruction
the temple
the corrupt fopm of worship that 1,
lished,
i such g py
sidered the
Journe ying
tomed 1o eross oyer Jordan
inthe territory of
tested lund,
caravans from Galilee
lem
ignored this fend
by the 8,
after lis temptation (Luke
came hyek
pernaum to his fipst passover (¢hap, 2
we know that on his final return 1 Jerus,
bassed throug) Samaria (Luke o
present
through Sam
was special necessity fop ¢
ably that he might the
from the hostile purposes of
Jjealous Pharisces,

Among the proofs of his Messi
Sus sent to John in
fact that “the pPoor have the
unto them.” g this might have
still
Gospel preached unto them,
tion that any women werpe
tisms of John,

97

a worship corresponding to the
JeCL L B, Vineons,

24, (g iy “ Spivit, “lod s Npirit,”
Jews often Jost sight of this,

25. 1 kuow that
Chris
in the

nature of its ob-

The

Messias cometh, whivh is called
A remarkable change s tken place
Worun, the levity of the he-
ginning of hvrv-un\'«'raullnll Lo this nohl
mer Messias is the
brew, as Chpist in(
in English,

26. 7t speale unto thee, Only three times,
S0 far as we know, did Jesus decl
the Messiah, and this

from

State-
same as Messiah i Jfe.

ircek, and g Anointed Qe

are that he wys
s the fipst 11«-rl:ml|iun, Wis
and a foreignep,

made to a hepetje

IGNORING pREg DICE,

The Jewish brejudice aguinsg the Samaritans
bitte, amounting to seryleq hatred,
Vs on account of their mongpe) origin,
the work of
and the city g

of rebuilding

v the captivity, and

hey had estyl)-
depth of this CONtempt s indieatg
e as John 8, s,

very soil of 8

The

The Jews oy
LT ey pse

ud in
“cets-
and trave] northiwup|
Berea, and s avoid the
And by this route

from Judea 10 Gulilee w

also the annugl
Lo the pussovers ut dernsy-

Were aceustomed 1o cone,

Jesus utterly
- It is probable that Le
Sinaria route on hig return to (

went
ilee
4. M), and that he
by that route oy, his rveturn from (

-
= 13), und
alem i

In the
said S he s needs pass
™ which intimates thyy there
aking that route, prob-
more: certainly

0 51-56),
case it is

escape
the angered ang

THE GOsPEL 10 WOMEN,

ahship which Je.-
onment was e
Gospel preacheq
been added the
women had the
We have no intima-
included in the bap-
publicans, anq sol-

his imppr

more surprising fuet that

There were
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diers, and men of every rank who came to him,
but no women, But the Gospel of Christ was a
Giospel to womankind, This incident of the con-
versation with the Samaritan woman is many
sided in its signiticance, but it stands for nothing
higher than this, that in the kingdom of God
In journeying
backward and forward through Samaria Jesus

there is no distinetion of sex.

trampled race prejudice under his feet 3 in talk
ing with this woman of Samaria concerning hizh
spiritual things, and in decluring to her what he
had refrained from declaving to the Jewish rab
bis and rulers, the fact that he was the Messiah,
he swept sex prejudice aside and opened the
What

WOIEN are asso-

doors of the kingdom of God to woman,
a list of fragrant
ciated with the life of Christ ! Elizabeth, Mary,
the holy mother; Anna, the prophetess @ Mary
Magdalene, Martha and Mary, of the Bethany
home ; “ Mary, the mother of James and Jose

names of

the devoted company of women that followed him
from Galilee, that followed him weeping through
the streets of Jerusalem as he was led to eruci-
fixion, that came early to his sepuleher, and who
first hailed him risen from the dead. Christ's
recognition of women was a world-revolutioniz
ing fact, the importance of which in its influence
on the life of mankind cannot be overestimated,

SUPERNATURAL KNOWLEDGE,

As intimated in the notes on the preccding les.
son, under the topie “Christ and Culture,” our
highest conception of Christ’s divinity does not
require us to think of him as omn nt. But
lie had supernatural knowledge.  “le knew
what was in man” (chap. 2. 25).  He knew the
thoughts of men (Matt, 12, 25, He knew the
unspoken purposes of men (chap. 7. 19).  But his
knowledge was not simply of insight, an extra-
ordinary knowledge of human nature, a singular
penetration into the minds and hearts of men §
but he knew, or at least in special cases was
given to know, external facts connected with
people.  Ie saw Nathanael under the fig tree,
perhaps while el was at his own home in
Bethsaida and Jesus was yet in Judea (chap. 1.
48). e knew this Samaritan woman’s history—
that she had had five husbands and was then liv-
ing unlawfully with another. This supernatural
knowledge convineed the woman that Jesus was
a prophet (verse 19) as it had convinced Na-
thanael that he was the Son of God (chap. 1. 49),

WIDENING HORIZONS,

The world’s horizons began to widen with the
coming of Christ, The standards of duty rose
and the old moralities took on larger meanings.
Jesus came to “ fulfill the law "—that is, to fill out
the law, to expand it to its ultimate meanings

[Feb. 18,

and applications, 8o, if we will read Matt. 5.
1748, we will see him drawing little circles and
writing within them the words, ** It hath been
suid by them of old time,” and then drawing
about these little circles the great cireles of his
teachings and writing within them the words,
S But [say unto yon,” 8o in this lesson we seo
three little horizon eireles broken—the horizon of
race prejudice, the horizow of sex prejudice, and
the horvizon of localized worship,  The concep-
tion of worship held by the Jews and the Samar-
itans differed as widely from Christ’s coneeption,
expressed in verses 21-24, as a cramped and low-
roofed tent differs from the open and illimitable
sky.

Thoughts for Young People.

The Teacher and the Pupil.

1. The teacher's condition,  Jesus was in the hot
noontide, weary and worn, but not too tired to
press divine truth upon the sinful woman who
This fact should have won her
Perhaps your Sunduy
school teacher is utterly ed with the bur
dens of the week,  Teaching is a task, not a re
laxation. iz message to you is one of self
sacrificing love,  Listen attentively,

2. The pupil's condition.  This woman was «
sinner, to hegin with 3 she was impudent (verse
11): she was flippant (verse 15) ; she was not
frank (verse 17) 3 she was combative (verse 20);
she already knew a measure of the truth (verse
25), and was not as good as she knew how to be.

came in his way,
attention amd gratitude,

Doubtless thes plenty of scholars in your
Sunday school who are just like her in one or
wore of these regards.  Are you?

3. The teacher’s wmethod, Jesus used the com-
monplace needs of life as a conveyancer of the
loftiest truth, e emphasized the importance of
spiritual things. Ile songht to convince his
pupil of hier sinfulness. e declared himself to
be the 8on of God,  Your teacher stands to-day
in Christ's stead.  Hearken to him as you would
hearken to Lis Master,

4. The pupil's method.  This was a bad woman,
and, as we have just seen, she was not at the
outset a good pupil: but notice how,
spirit of truth cuts her conscience to the quick,
she does not resent at all, or seek to evade it,
but becomes a penitent inquirer.  Tow do yon
treat your teacher's honest efforts for yoursoul's
eternal good ¥

is the

By Way of lllustration.

Wayside winistries.  Bishop McCabe, stepping
from a hack one night after lecturing in an

Eastern city, spoke to the cabman as he handed

viren
vexat
world

diama
led

threw
At leng
o waty
they we
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him his fare, ganq said: ¢ hope, siry that I ston,

% but he wyy dying of thirst, and nis riches
shall meet you o e day in glory,” e bishop  wepe Worse than uselesy, - Seleet Notyy,
Went 1o his room and o bed and thougy MO Verses 19 aua ), It you 1py
more of his wayside Ministry, Soon thepe was a work and bring home to 4 soul the e ol a per.
knoek at his door and his host said : “There is sonal Saviour, you Will meet jus Sueh questions
cabman here who Says he must Seeyou, Turged g this, On oneoceasion, when | Invited 4 Young
fm ot to distupl You to-night, byt he insios on- woman to become g (‘hri.~1|.|l|, she suld, G s
secing you.” Lot him " answereg the  the ereatop of all things an PCrSONs, s ho yop v 1
bishop, and in came i great, stalwapt cabman, “yegn « Well, then, 1 must be the ereator of
He suid to the bishop : <y, Lold me thyy You the devil,» | answered that (hese Problems hag
hoped you'd meet me in glory, ¢ You do, I've nothing to do with hep bersonal salvation, Sy
EOLLO turn around, | ant you to tell e What could of course suggest many questiony which [
0 do.” They haq prayer together, unqg the  could not answer, 'l'lll‘tblll)' Important thing for
cabman went out from that room tolead wnew pepr Wasto know that she haq feeepted a personat

Saviour,— Moody, ——

Give me to drink." Often the surest way to
establish confidence wigy, those whom we would Heart Talks on the Lesson,
help is to ask g favor of them, A lady went tou We
mill town to live and resolved that she wonlq try
o help the mill girls, many  of Whom wepe
rough and ignorant, But she founq them yepy
Clannish and not gy all willing to spond to hep
wdvances, This Was especially trye of the leader,

One day, when this girl was pussing her house,

Lo do personat

earned last week the deepest truths of gt
vation through a persona! Interyjoy of Jesus
with Nicodemus, To-day we nd them i hix
conversation with g woman, Jegus did ot pe-
serve the best he had to give for admiving
Crowds to hear, 1ijs MOt precioys, helpful suy-
ings wepe to men anq Women wh tulked alone
the lady Stopped her anq said, “May 1 frouble i, him, e SAYS MOst preciony things to ys
VOuto mail these letteps for me ; they are impor- whep we shut the doop and pray 1o him in g
tant and 1 did noy like to tpyst them 1o g hoy.," eret. One soul was enough tq call out the full
The girl was quite taken aback,  7This lady had strength of his Sympathy ; it wag 1 him g Joy to
been willing to be mnlvrnhlizuliunnu her, 1t help a sinful woman withoyg socil Inllm-m-n-,
Was this request whiceh broke down 11,0 barrier eyen when he was worn with the Weuriness of
_mim;uh-1-um,:uniun~hippnssihhn long journey, Iig EXample jy Stuguostive fop

This woman fimnd Josus while she WA perfiriming every Christian teachor, The persony) toueh ;
b duily duties, Tt is the devil that meers Uswhen the wopq Spoken for Joye's sake to the Individuat
Weare idle, The angel of the Lopq appeared to alone, not because it jg the houp fop tenching nop
the shepherds while they wepe Keeping wiateh e 8¢ It is our business 1o teach, but hm-uue«r,
over their flocks by night, Matthew was called  like the Master, it js ourmeat ” 1 (o It—these

at the receipt of Custom.  Peter anq Andrew, ape the ways in w hich most effective help can e
Iheard one say, 1 often wish | might haye

his brother, were fishing ; James | the son of given,
Zebedee, and John, his brother, wepe mending o quiet spiritual talk with my pustor; thepe ure
their nets when called by 10 Saviour,— Willicin many things it woulq help me so much to ask him
day But I should e ver think of Suggesting ity e
never seems to have time for mope than » super-

sl Its ambitions, jts thirsts after wealth,  ficig) word,” I hope my class does oy think se
power, pleasures, gpe Hever satisfied by what of their teacher, Surely [ (o want to be ke my
this world ean give.  Solomon tried all 1)y the Mastor in Ympathy, and iy readiness 1o gy an
werld ean give, anq under the pyosg favorahle Opportunity,
vreumstances, yoet found all 1o e vanity anqg Many times this woman had come o this well,
Yexation of spipit, Alexander conqucred the and this day she had currieq her pitehep through
World, bt it giq NOL satisfy his sou), the hot noon Sun with no othep thought thy,
There js g Russian story of one who entered o gt she wonld draw  the Water with an her
Wamond mine search of great riches, 1o strength from t)e depths, and carry the heavy
filled his Poekets wirly great gems, anq then piteher back to her home, Cxpecting nothing
hrew them aAWay to make room for ]ill"_:l‘l'lllll's. more  enlivening than the jd)e ROSSID of )y
A\tlength le became very thirsty, byt there wag Women she might meet, It hag g dull sounq,
Nowater there, [l heard the flow of rivers, hut She had nevep found anything eithep in duty op
they were piveps of gems ; and pe hastened fop. pleasure yet to satisfy hep heart, Byt here way
Ward at the sound of g4 waterfall, but it was a one waiting for just such a tired, dlunmmhm-cl,
Cistade of jowels, Ife was very rich in precions misguided pepson asshe, Anq although he knew:

Verses 13 ana M. The world can ey salisty the
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we had ever done, and some things
1, he counted it better than food for

everything

were very
his weary body to feed this hungry soul.  Think
o of the Master meant for

what this loving ¢
her ! It put a new purpose and hope in her life,
She saw there was something better for her than
the monotony of toil and the sting ot sinful pleas-
ure.  She might still have to carry the water for
her household, for the pitcher and the well were
necessities of physical existence, and daily duties
d rela-

must be done. But she was in chung
tions to them. The drudgery of coming hither
to draw would never again get the mastery of
one conscious of a well of everlasting life within
herself.  Many a havd-working man and woman
wotld be glad to hear this message from us if we
verily understood it ourselves and counld tell it
with convineing earnestness as Jesus told it to
this woman. We who have had pe rsonal inter-
views with him, and have asked and received
from him the gift of God, have gracious oppor
tunities every day to tellit. He sends us in his
place to sit beside wells where the people are
drawing water, which, if they drink, they thirst
again ; he brings us in contact with people who
work, who sin, who are misled and disappointed,
and asks us to forget our own disc omforts as he
forgot his, and bring to everyone we meet, by a
cheerful, hopeful, rejoicing spirvit, as we il as by
spoken words, his message, Whosoever drink-
eth of the water that 1 shall give him shall never
thirst ; but the water that 1 shall give him shall
be in him a well of water springing up into ever-
lasting life."”

The Teachers’ Meeting.

The revelation of Christ given n this conver-
<ation: 1. Mis humanity : weary by the well
side, level to our nature. 2. His love for souls,
and for the least attractive souls, 3. is tact in
working; he began by asking for a drink of
water, and skillfully led the woman’s thoughts
to the water springing up into everlasting life,
; he knew who he

4, His conscionsness of deit)
was, and what gift of Giod he was bringing to
the world. 5. His abundant grace; to the for-
cigner and the sinful woman ; grace 1o trans
form the sinner into a missionary of the
... If the teacher has a picture of J woh's well,
ion,

Gospel

show it 1o the class, and deseribe its loc
dimensions, appearance, ete....Draw a map
show

....Give a word picture of the

¢ the journey from Jerusalem to Sychar
iourat Jacoh's

well. ... 8how the characteristics of the woman of
Samaria as here exhibited, and her gradual
awakening from carclessness to conviction of
sin. Notice the teachings of Christ in this les-
son concerning salvation: (1) It is for sinners,

[Feb, 18.

sueh as was this woman (verse 10) 3 (2) It comes
from God (verse 10)3 () 1t is a free gift (verse
100 : (4) It comes through Christ (verse 14); (5)
It is satisfying (verse 1H4)5 (6) I is eternal
(verse 14)

OPIIONAL HYMNS.

« voice,

Come, said Jesus
Come with thy sins to the four
The Spirit and the Bride say * ome,”
[ heard the voice of Jesus,

Gilorious things of thee are spoken.

Saviour, I come 1o thee !

Of him who did salvation bring.
Ho! everyone that thirsts.

0, what amazing words of grace!
The water of life.

Blackboard.

An event at the well of Jacob which seemed
almost accidental brought about a glorious con
version, Here the Saviour told a sinful outeast
woman of that living water which alone satisties
the sonl and gives eternal life,  With Jonging
heart she listened as he made known his char-
acter, and taught that God is a Spirit, and that
tyne worship must be in spirit and in truth. The
words of Jesus are the fountain of life and well
of salvation, out of which we may draw water
with joy. Let us drink deeply of that spir tual
Rock, that we may have withinus a well of water
springing up into everlasting life.
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cad Matt. 4, 13-16 ; Mark 1. 14, 1
46-54,]

55 John 4

Luke 4. 16-30,

[ Commit to meimony veres 13-19, ]

16 And e came 1o Naz'a-reth, whepe he had
been broughit Up: and, ys his eustom
went into the sy, Logue ou the sabbuth ay
stood up for 1o read,

he
yand

17 And there was delivered unto him the hook
of the prophet F Sicias, A when e g
opened the book, he found the place Where jt
Wis written,

IN"The Spirit of the Lord iy upon me,
he hatly

poo;

because
anointed me 1o preach e Lospel 1o e
e lath sent me 10 heal the broken-heapge
cuch deliveranee 1o e capti nd recoy
Lol sight to the blind, 1o set atliberty them
that are bruise s
19 To preach the aceeptable yo
20 And he elosed the book, and he Lave it again
1 Cminister, and su down,  And the eyes of
Whthem: that wepe e the sy nagogue were fys-
ened on him,

of the Lopq,

2L And he bhegan 1o Say unto them,

This day
= this seripture fulfilled i Your ears,

SAnd all bare him Witness
e wrcions wopds Which pro
month. And they said, Is not this

And he said unto then

n'o me this proverh, Physi n,
Whitsoever we hayve heard done i (
dealso hiero in thy country,

4 And he L Verily 1 Sy unto yon, No
Prophet is aceepted in his own country,

2 But I te]) yYou of a trnth, many widows wepe
' rael i the days of E-li'ys, when the heaven

and wondered gt
ded out of his
JO'seph’s son »

Ye will supely
heal thyself ',
a perng-un,

SUND. Y NCHOOL BANNER,

JESUSN REJ ECTED A7
GOLDEN TEXT, He came unto his own,

1ol

MaxbBook Ver, ¢,
Ver, 9, Jewish ity
e 11, Drawing water,

The “sixth
1 of Sumari-
5,

WSO8,
tans, 800, \

SERMONS ON g LESSON,

illottson, John, “7The .\d\'unmgvs
of Truth in ¢ 'pposition 1o K ror,” Works, vol, ix,
Pages 402, 417,

Verse

Verse 6.—Winters, Day id, “The Human Side
OF Christ's Person," The fomitutio Mouthly, Sep.
tember, 1879, bage 682 Howatt Reid, « 8o

The Prewehery Wayazine, 1 age 415,

Verse 14, Banks, L, A, « The Fountain of
Living Water,” iz and Uis Frie nds, page 154,

Ver Thomas, “hod s
Sevmons, vol, i, DPage 159,

¢ 16.~Chalmers, Love,
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and his own received him not, ,jop, L.
Revisen vy Rs10N,

16 And he came 1o Nuz'

heen brought up

reth, where he g
tered, us his cug.
e on the sabbath
ad.  And there was
book of the prophet
\nd he opened the book, and found
the place where it was written,
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
Because he anointed me to breach good tig-
ings tothe poor ;
e hath sent me 1o proclaim p
captives,
And recovering of sight 1o the bling,
To set at liberty them that ure bruiseq,
To proclaim the aceeptable  yegr of the
Lo,

and

Lo was, into the S\ hago,
i and stood up 1o g

delivered unto him the

ay,

L-sariah,

1se to the

19
20 And he closed the book, and
the attendant, and say down : and the eyes of
all in the NAOZUEe Wepe stened on hig,
o them, To-day hath

«Lin your cays, And

him witness, and wondered g the

words of grace which Proceeded out of pig
mouth : and they said, s not this
And he said unto them, Doubitless ye
Will say unto me thiis Parable, Phys; fun, heal
thyself: whatsoever we have heard done at Ca-
perna-um, do ulso hepe in thine own country,
And he said, v, v 1 say unto you, No proph-
et is aceeptable in his OWn country, But of a
trath I say unto you, There were many widows
in Is'ra-el in the days of E-li*ian, when the

Lave it back to

Jo'sephs
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and six months, when
ut all the land §

wus shut up three ye
great famine was throug

2% But unto none of them was E-lifus sent,
SUve unto Sa-rep ta a city of Si don, untoa won
an that was & Widow,

27 And muny lepers were in Isfrasel in the
time of El-i-sctis the prophet ; and none of them
wits cleansed, saving Na'a-man the Syri-an,

2% And all they in the synagogue, when they
heard these things, were filled with wrath,

20 And roseup, and thrast him out of the city.
and led him unto the brow of the hill whereon
their city was built, that they might cast him
down headlong.

30 But he, passing through the midst of them,
went hisway.
Time.—About the be
Place.—Nuzarcth,

nning of A, D.

Home Readings.
. Jesus Rejected at Nazareth, Luke 4. 16-30.
Tw. Another visit, Matt, 13, 53-58,
W, The test.  Isa, 61
Th, Teaching refused. Johnd
F. The Son rejected,  Luke
8. Folly of rejecting,  Prov. 1 2013,
8. *Yewould not.” Luke 15 24

Lesson Hymns,

No. 68, New Canadian Hymnal
“ Man of Sorrows,” what a name
For the Son of God who came
Ruined sinners to reclaim !
Hallelujah! what a Saviour!

No. 98, New Canadian Hymnal.
Depth of mercy, can there be
1l reserved for me ¢
1 his wrath forbear?
ief of sinners, spar

No. 158, New Canadian Hymnal,
Jesus, and shall it ever be,
A mortal man ashamed of thee!
‘Ashamed of thee whom angels praise,
Whose glories shine through endless days!

QUESTIONS FORSENIOR SCHOLARS.
1. Coming to His Own, v, 16-21.

How many years of Jesus's life were spent in
Nazareth ¥

What do you know ahont the character of the
synagogue service ?

In what manner was the Sabbath usually
kept ¢

What may we learn from the custom of Je
sus ?

Why did he stand upto read ?

Inwhat chapter is this passage found ?  Isa.
61 1.

To whom did this prophecy refer?

Who was the “ minister?

heaven was shut up three years and six
months, when there came a great famine over

26 all the land ; and unto none of them was E-li'-
jah sent, but only to Zar'e-phath, in the land of

T Si'don, unto a woman that wasa widow.  And

there were many lepers in Isfra-el in the time
of E-li'sha the prophet ; and none of them
wis cleansed, but only Nafuw-man the Syri-an.
98 Anel they were all filled with wrath in the
20 synagogue, as they heard these things and
they rose up, and cast him forth out of the
city, and led him unto the brow of the hill
whercon their eity was built, that they might
40 +hrow him down headlong.  But he passing
through the midst of them went his way.

What sort of a throng did Jesus now address?
What is implied in the phrase **began to

say *"

2. Iis Own Receive Him Nol, ¥ 30,
What is meant by * gracious words
What declaration did he make in verst
What indication is given by the twenty-third

verse that hostility was already displayed ?

What hint is given of many nnrecorded mira-
cles of Jesus ?

To what two events did Jesus allude ?

What were they intended to illustrate ?

What did his hearers understand by his allu
sions to the widow of Sarepta and the prophet
Elisha ?

What effect was produced by this speech ?

Why were they offended ?

Was Nazareth built “on  the brow of the
hilr??

How may Christ be supposed to have passed
through the midst of them?

Teachings of the Lesson,

Where in this lesson do we learn—

. That the Old Testament is fulfilled in the
New ¥
That the g
theirown homes
hat not all of those who wonder at Christ
ed by Christ ¢

test men are least honored at

TIONS TOR TERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.
1. Coming to His Own, v, 16-21,
To what city did Jesug journey ?
Where did he go on the Sabbath ?
From what hook did he read ?
What were the words that he read ?
After reading, what did he do with the book ?
Whose attention had he secured ?
What did he then say to the people ?
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2. Mis Own Bicvive Ui
How were 1y 1
1eard ¥

Not, v, 2.3,

eople affected by what they
What question did they
What demand did e
Where is g proj
What did he g
To whom only wy
Whose the prophiet to Sidon ?
What is saiq about ley
Who only w
By what my;

510, 14,
What effeet Iy these words on (he
What did they do with
How did he exe.

usk ¥

ay they wouald make ¥
Phet not honoped v
about the duys of Elij
us Elijah sent v

ah ¥

IKings 17 8,9,
in Israel ¥

a8 cleansed v

Ans was the Syrian cup dY 2 Kings
people ¥
Jesus ¥

ape v

Practical Teachings,
Where in this lesson

are we taught abogt—
. The duty of public worship »
The fullillment of Seripture ¥
The power of prejudice 9

)

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNg
SCHOLARS,

In Galilee,

ne Lo his ol J,

eople follow him abony

ER
Where was Jesus now ¢
To what place diq he cor
Why did so many |
1o sce what he wonld do,
What miracles had pe worked already »
Where did Jesus go oy the Sabbath y
What was the Jewis
PATS church,
What was he asked to
Upon what was the 1
paichiment,

What roll did Jesus take ¥

9

I synagogue ¥

It was the

loin the SyYnagogue v

AW Written ¢ e e Ny of v

THE L ESSON ouTLIN

Jesus as a p

LA Seriprenay, Prea
Opened the ook, v, 17,
All Seripture. ., s profitable, 2 iy,
Things coneerning himself, Lyke 2,

CHER,

14,

3.
T

SUNDAY SCHoor p.

redemption ¥ Jes,

INNER, 103
How long befope
At seoen Jendred
How did he know that Christ w
The Lovd Gl showed i v him,
What five things did Iy
Can - you show how
things v

Jesus came did |
years,

sadah live »
as 1"'!.’“’1‘..’.‘

retell of Chpise v

tilled these
Were the People e
What was tinally done
Why conlq they not haem |

1y 10 belieye him ¢

oAl was dvioen o,

“y.,
Y
THE LESSON CATECHIS )Y,
(For the entipe s
Lo What di
quh.l.n_\ ?

hool,)

Ldesus do at Ny
Went into the Nty

weth on the syly.

e vead the S Vige
tures, and prowhod,
2. What e did  he proclim? 2
Prophecy was fulfitlod i him,
3 How wepe the  people Impressed s 7.,
e dimazed wud made augpy,
4. Of what i Jesus reming them ¥ 740
when Isval pjoctod the yrace o God it was guve, 1,

e Centiles,

5. What diq
,'h‘l.

6. What qi
and went to Capernanyn,

7. What is the GOLDEN Texr e « He came -
to his ornt ete,

his hearers (0 » They tried to pin

Ldesus do s 24 through th

i middst

Neuw CHURCH CATE
24. How doth

CHISM,

omplish th
omiplish ¢}

Jesus Christ aco

( e work of
us Christ doth go,

e work of

redemption, Prophet, Priest, and King, by revealing to
18 the i d truth of God the Father, by making
in and interc ssion for sinners, anq by

lis Church and over the world for the world’s

reacher,

S Liberty., .. that
Come unto me,

b The accoptat, year,
The day of salvation,

wre biyised,
Matt. 11,
v. 19,

2 Cor, 6, 2,

v

IL AN Inspigen Preacngy, IV, Ax A PIRACTIVE PrEscny
The Spivit. ... .t wpon me, . 18, I ceottore fustond, v,
Demonstration of....8pirit. | Cor. 2, 4, D John 12, 82,
Gospel,,..in the Holy Ghost, 1 Thess. 1.5, o The graciows wopdy, v 89
HL A Comrorring Prescneg, Ihe grace of our Lord, 2 Cop, 8, 9,
L e gospel to th Poor, v, 18, Yo A Farrnery, PrEscuen,
Blessed be yo poor.  Luke 6. 20, No prophet iy wecepled, vy, 33-97,
2 Heal the by, n-hearted, v, 18, Manifestation of . truth, 2Cor, 4, 9,
Blessed, ., ye that weep,  Luke 6,21, Not as Pleasing men, 1 Thess, 2, 4,
B Dliveranes ....captives, v, |8, VI. AN Unac EPTABLE PrEAch
TheSon shall make you free, Johp 8. leara,, Mlled with wpan, Vs, 28, 29,
A Sight to the Wind, v, 18, Hath blinded the mind. 2 Cop, 4

Thelight of the world,  John 8, 12,

.3, 4,
His citizens hated him. Luke 19, 14,
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PRACTICAL NOTES.

After Jesus had published the Gospel in 8ychar and left a blessing with his new-made Samari-

tan friends, he passed northward and b

had never yet heen seen

the Galilean ministry,  While he was thus expellin
tadked, his proeursor and friend, John the Baptist, was flung into the dungeon

A% never nain

an preaching and healing with a foree and ma
The period of his life on which he now ¢ ntered is known to students as

hierus beeanse of the wicked animosity of a woman whose

sty such as

« demons and enring all manner of diseases, and

erimes he had denounced.  In

the midst of our Lord's blessed activity came the cure of the noblemansson recorded in John 4. 46-54

Jesus returned to s native town.  Whether this visit was the same as that related in Matt, 13,

and Mark 6, 1-6 i< nneertain,  From t!
him, and a few of his townsmen had sultici
heal many ¢ because of unbelief.”

A village stretehed along

Verse 16. Nz
the sloping side of a lovely vale, two mitles fron
the plain of Esdraclon, six miles west of Mount
Tabor, and about twenty west of the southern end
of the Sea of Tiberias, now En-Nusirah, with a

population of whout four thousan Lo Wiere
had becn browght wp, Where, too, with little
doubt, he had worked as a carpenter,  We may
well suppose that many of those who were his
hearers that morning had in their homes utensils
fashioned by his ha
and event of his boyhood (Unknown to us) was
well known to them. They were doubtless prond
of their townsman's eloquence and power until

1s.  Every noticeable trait

they understood him to elaim the Messiahship.
That they could not b Let us carry Chris
cause first to those who Let us
not be ashamed to be his followers anywhere,

1 we know hest,

As his enston vas. e knew more of the divine
mysteries than all the seribes, but he would
teach ns by example that to worship God pub-
licly is the duty of every man. Fromour earliest
childhood we should be ustomed to attend
God's house.  Our faithfulness to the charch
should not depend upon our interest in the
preaching, but should be a matter of principle
In all the Jewish world there

Into the synagogne,
was only one temple, with its sacrificial services §
but every village or community of Jews had
at least one synagogue, or house of worship,
where the people assembled on Sy
The services consisted of psalms of praise, the

bhath days,

reading of a selection from the law, and gen-
erally another from the prophets, after which
any Jew who was present could have the privi-
+ of speaking., Each synagogue was so ar-

wed that the worshipers faced Jerusalem.
The men sat on one side, the women on the
other, a wooden partition between, Inan ark of
painted wood were the holy books. Stood up.
There is a flutter of interest and expectation in
the assembly as a young man, well known to all
present not as a religions teacher, but as a sim-
ple meechi nie, blameless in life and earnest in

other gospel

ut faith to bring to him their sick, but that he eould not

3. 5308

we learn that Jesus's disciples were with

picty, just heginning to be the subject of strange
reports as a miracle worker and prophet, rises
ard requests that the roll of the prophets be
Latided to him,
17. The book, E

s written on u s

ch “ hook " of the Seriptures

rate parchment, which wias

volled together on two eylinders, beginning at
each end, o that the place was found by rolling
off from one end and rolling on at the other
Faaias, The Greek form of Isaiah,  The piac
The first sermon of the New Testament dispensi-
tion finds its fitting text in the Old.  Let us re
vere and study the Old Testament, whose paes

Wheve it was writl

point go directly to Christ,
This passige is taken mostly, but not preeiscly,
61, 1, 2, wit

tuagint version of 1 o8

from the 8¢

Our Lord seems to
ions from the proph
which most distinetly proclaimed himself and his

a clanse from Isa, 58, 6

have chosen those sel

mission,
18, 190.
story of the baptism.
English this would be * ehristened me,” for th
woed * Anointed ? is ** Christ” in Greek; but
carried with it the idew of special conseeration

The Spivit of the L Recall tl
Auoivted e,  Turned into

much as does the * crowning’ of a King.  (foy»
 (Glad tidings.”  Never let us forget that Christ
comes to bring gladness and joy to troubled
hearts, o the poor. While the world notic
the rich, Chirist comes with his special mercies o
the poor and the downtrodden,  Hval the brok
Dearted. Every heart
row finds a comforter in Christ,
The world lies fetteved in the prison
house of sing Christ comes to set it free. A

18 itg sorrow and every sor-
Deliveranee

caplives,

mee to the year of jubi-
Jee, which came every half century, when debts
were canceled, slaves freed, and estates o
deemed,  The Gospel brings men back into richt
relations with one another,

20, Closed the book, By rvolling it together
The chazzan, whose duties

eeptable year, A relt

The inister,
more like those of a sexton than those of a min
ister, having charge of the building and its furni-

an
ter
as
len
tior
Jer
Dex
con
Son
nun
sog
toric
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ture, including the siaered bhox e
books of Seripture, Sutt doirn,
token of respect while
sat while speaking, s of Chy
were deliverad i g sitting position,  We shounld
listen with erVes as well
speak in God's hoyse,

2L, 11 vgan 1o sy, His fivst words; the snl.
<t of a4 mope expanded Qs Y Sevipe
ture fulfilhd,  Fight bundred years this
was waiting, but the man forcshadowed ane
come in God's own time,  Eye
Scripture was supe of its
rarely brings 1o Il
peeted by men,
surprise,

23, Wonderad, At his cle
Seriptures,

Mitnining the
The Jews stood in
the Seriptupe w;
Al the disconrs

or since have humun o
couched in rhetor
ad, but  such impr

s heard any deliverances
1¢ 50 striking and voiced with
essive emphasis
will not flatter them,
teved by thejp preindic
45 curs to those who all earthly re

Many widmes, 1y,
His work is not 1o be fet

He has cat loose from
ationships,  Elijal and Eliska,
Jreted by theip countrymen, exerted their
CONE power in behalf of Gentiles,
of man willdo no wondes
word  will pass over to the ¢

benedi

And so the 8oy
S wh relie is rejocted, Lt
strar
Y Thie yewrs aud

OIS 1o God's inhepir

S months,  ope

Y osentence of i
accomplishment,  God  wit),
ss his word in (e
His providence is

's ]whru«-ulnu} ‘

loes not ¢ losely agyee
that of the Ol

Testament, which mentions
three years (see 1 Kings 17, 1, 8, 930181, 2);
o perpetual but the two siute rily con-
tradictopy James 5, also Dan, 12, 3 {
ar insight into the Rev, 11, and )
interpretation and 26, Surjita, Zarephath,
the truth, The whole fend, A Phasnician town Iyvin
address wus g revelution,  Rome
wonder end in love, others
Nazareth, end in hy
arn at the feet ¢
message to oy amd  affee-

tionately, ¢ gracious wopls, Jose s som, The ¢laim upon my miracle-working bower,”
name by which he wys Popularly knowy, 28. Fillid with wrath,

23, 24. Iw thysly, cur- ful rhetopje
rent at the time, they would pemind him that, 1
i his powers are supe

ments are not Nneeess

it his origing) The modern iy
forcible presentation of & hetween Ty e und
who begin wirh Sidon,

as these men of 27, Llisus, Elisha,
Gravions words, Lot us The 1

Jesus how to present God?

Nt of them weve ceansed,
te,

tterness of these two Hlustrations cannog
dily be understood by ys, + ving that y oy
do not come to me in youp art, you have no

s

They admired the graco-
of the sermon, hut were maddened
WS application,
rnatural, they can hest e 20, Lo
shown hy litting himsoels
their low condition, How utterly the world mis- him through the muddy, closely built streets and
apprehends Christ and the Christian,  The eqp- up the hillside, 7% pin whereon, The city was
nal mind canno look throngh Spiritual eye not built on the brow of the hilly but on the
We have howrd, Ay least two mivacles 1, Tower hillside, They hustleq him up to the clifr,
taken place, and probably otliers not reported intending to hup him down, Thepe s a rock
by the evangelist, Caprrnammn, A ity on the not fap away from areth about forty feet
northwest shore of the Sea of Tibe e AS it lay high, which W likely the scene of this

Damaseus and (e wnlt.  Cast him: down heacdlon

By this DProverh,

“po In a tumultuous moh, Thrust

and his Tamily from “oul, The great mob of angry men bushed

ad adre

as very
on the highway hetween

Mediterrancan it was a flourishing towy, understand the action of the Je
Now it is completely in ruins, and its o ust remember that o 1
was long in dispute, Tell Hum is the name of that day was far more ing
the place where jt probably stood, N, rrophet. prophet to-
Let us beware of that little je alonsy whiely often Rmith, s 1f-de
keeps us from estimating others at their true fore the ¢
worth,

25. Ora truth, Sucl froquent phrases
and * Verily, verily, 1 Sy unto yon
terest for the light they she
a public speaker,
lengthy sermon of
tion guch as

. To properly
who rejected
Ise prophet iy
amons than u fyl,.
" Brigham Young,
ived or h'\pn«rniml, stands be-
ommunity and proclaims his baseless
gospely and the intelligent community, whije
as this censuring him severely, allows him, nevertheless,
are of in- the private right of Judgment. anq in cases
don Jesus's manner  where hlood hed, as at Carthage, is veryapt to
No one enn read any SYmpathize with the victim rather than with t)e
desus, or eyen attacking party,  But the theology of the Jews
was bound up with their political structure, and
especially during {10 Roman usurpation the
priesthood was almost the only tie which bound
vehenmence of the the  nation together; go any  mew  prophet
Iy used the strongest (e- claiming  divine authority seemed almost, of
the language, and then course, to he a revolutionist of the most in-
ify their meaning by such phe- flammatory sort, John the Baptist and Jesus
asthis. Probably never before were both addressed as Rabbi, Teacher, but

ality  Jesus, we

or Joseph

a brief ejaculq-
that beginning, 0 -h'rn\'ull'm,
dernsalem, without seeing tiat even Isaiah and
Demosthenes were measured and tyme in style
compared with the torrentlike
Son of man, Ije free
nunciatory terms in

sought to intens
torical emphasis
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neither of them had anything in common with
the hidebound rabbis who thought in ruts and
discussed in conventional style. Besides, Jesus
had really claimed much more than prophetic
dignity when he had said, *This day is this
Scripture fulfilled in your cars,”™  That Seripture
conld only be fulfilled by the Messiah.  And was
this low-bred carpenter the Messiah ¥

CRI
CHRONOLOGIC AL SETTING,

There arc three views concerning the ¢hrono
logical setting of the incident of this lesson:
(1) That it occurred shortly after the mary
at Cana.  According to this view, Jesus,
going from Cana with his mother and his breth

ren to Capernatm, as John tells us (2. 12), Teft
there his disciples, and, either alone or accom
panied by his mother and brethren, went to
Nazareth, being there on a Sabbath, when his
preaching in the synagogue and the attempt

upon his life deseribed in the lesson took place,
Then he returned to Capernaum, amd shortly
afterward went down to the passover at Jeri
salem, in connection with which occurred tic
cleansing of the temple, and afterward the inter
view with Nicodemus, followed by the cight or

nine months' ministry in Judea, ) The

second view places it shortly after his second
yeturn to Galilee, following the imprisonment of
John the Baptist—that is, after the Judean min
istry, and following the conversation at 8ychar
with the woman of Samuria, This places it neat
the beginning of the second year of his ministry.
(3 A third view identifies this incident with
what is generally known as the second rejection
at Nazareth, recorded by Matthew and Mark
(17 6. 1-6), According to this view
Luke’s account is out of chronological ore
and the event is to be placed in the last third of
the second year's ministry. The weight of evi
gether favorable to the

ems to be alt

dence ¢
correctness of the second of these views, Cer
tainly Luke’s account is of an event distinet from
that described by Matthew and Mark.

A DISCORDANT NOTE,

Assuming the correctness of the second view
mentioned above, this rejection of Jesus by the
people of his boyhood home was in the early
of what is known as the Year of Popularity in
the public life of Jesus—the middle year lying
between the Year of Preparation and the Year
of Opposition. It is the only distinetly discord-
ant note in that year of increasing fame and
power, It is a sad illustration of the saying of
John (1. 11), that ‘‘ he came unto his own, and

[Feb. 25.

30. Through the midst. Marched through the
midst.  After having been tossed from side to
side by the rioters, he suddenly excrted super-
human power, and they fell back abashed at his
divine majesty,  There are a number of intima-
tions in the Bille that there was a certain re-
strained majesty about Jesus which, when he
allowed it to assert itself, paralyzed his opponents.

ICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

jis own reccived him not.”  Ilis own towns-
ople now, as the rulers of his own people at
rusalem and Judea had done during the year

preceding, rejected him, But elsewhere in Galilee

1

during this period he awakened great p pular
enthusiasm. 8o we learn from John 4. 453 Luke
1, 14, 155 Mark 1. 283 and Matt. 4, 20, Them
are several reasons for this popularity in Galile
as compared with Judea. Galilee was beyond
the ecelesiastical jurisdiction of the Sanhedrin,
and o Jesus was there free from the official op

secution of the rulers,  In Gali

position and e
lee, besides, the Jews were in the minority, the
majority of the population being Phaenicians,
Greeks, and Arabs.  And Galilean Jews them-
selves were much morve free from the dogmat-
je strictness of the Jerusalem hierarchy thun
nted a more unpreji-

these of Judea,  This pre
diced spirit and greater open-mindedness than
existed in the southern provinee,  Galilee, more-
over, was very populous, Josephus telling us that
at that time it had 204 towns, the least of whict
had a population of 15,000, Jesus consequently
had easy aceess to a large population,  The w
kind reception given to Jesus by the people
Nazareth may be explained in general by the
bad character which the town seemed to have,
as applied by Nathanacl’s question, * Can the
any good thing come out of Nazareth ¥ by t

natural (perhaps we should say depraved) jed
ousy and resentment of a small community
wainst any one of its hitherto common men

hers who makes any high pretensions: but pr
haps chietly by the fact that Nazareth being or
1

ests gathered

of the headquarters where the p
and went down to Jerusalem to serve in their
temple courses, there probably prevailed ther
much of the bigotry and intolerance which ¢l

acterized the Jews at Jerusaelm, The rage of
the Ni
the seribes and the Pharisees in the temple,

sareth gynagogue was the echo of that of

THE TEXT AND THE SERMON,

The text of Christ’s sermon was from Isa, 61
, 2. Bt Luke evidently takes it from the Sep-
tuagint Version, and does not gquote it literally,
but substantially, 1lle seems not to have been
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S0 much concerned about verbal UXuctuess us  anointed Son of God, and hjs hour not having
many now are,  The language iy which the book come," he passed through theip midst and went
orseroll from which Jesus read was ancient He- on hig way,
brew, which was g (. ad lunguage at tha time,

Jesus may have translated it as he pead iuto Thoughts fop Yunng People,
cither Aramaic or Greek,  The passage is one of Conce g Belier, Doubt, and Skeptia
those great and hv.n'l-in-plnu;: messuages orig cism,

nally Epoken to the captives inBabylon when thejy Lo Those who vead the o T
uptivity was about to end. hnmwlmhly the
prophet who spoke the words probably referped
to himself as the one pon whom the Spivit of
the Lord Jehovah rested, and who was anointed
1o preach glad tidings ; and the captives, the
poor, the hrv»kvn-lu-.n'lwl. were the exiled Jews
ol Babylon, There is that first and narrower

Sament avight in
Jind Chyist crerywhere in its 2Ufese ENery pupt of
the Hebprew ritual, almost every incident iy, it
cred histopy, ilmost every moral injunction and

Promise God's favor, bears upon it Wings
and preserves fop future generations the tho
of the coming ( hrist, And all these Proplu

and types were fultilled by Jesus of Nuzareth,
meaning in many of the at \|t'n‘.~l;|l|il']h‘l\*il}~” S 2. Mowest doubt i never

of the Old Testameny,  « But the flowers of s rip-
rare are mostly double ; jix pictures and Parables
lave often a nearer meaning, and another more
remote, or g spiritual, involveq in the literal
sense,  That it was so hepe is evident, for Josus

O b held in conitesyypur

No one hys any moral vight to Iy lieve unti] good

Feasons for belief gpe given,  God is not pleased

With superstitions reverenee,  Encourpge by ull

the means in Your power the auestioning disjio-
sition which (ioq gave you as one of your most

tukes this Seriptupe- Which we might cul) a Baby- Irecions talents, Wicked unbeljof BEVEE $prings

lonish - gurment Woven out of the ¢xile- and from revepent inquiry,

wWraps it around ]llmwll‘. as if it belonged to him- 3.

s alone, and were xo intended from the very tiuth,

Vlight prejudion witt otenyy o great Tight o
We should come 1o the word of God, an
10 the study of God’s dealings wity us, with
vanee 3 and, making this Seripture a vestieny minds as free as possible from previous concen:
for himself, Jesus, 80 tospeak, shakes out jts ¢ U tiona,
row folds, and gives it 4 wider, an ete n 4 Uibelicf of the
g —Burton,  Thepe are many such double g
lowers and infolded garments in the Seripture,
and of some of them the petals haye not yet fully
opened, the folds have not yet been fully shuken
out,

lirst. His touch thus invests it with pew siunif-

metin doct vines op Christinnity

e i ost cases fron o mrverse inadtention, It
May spring from ignorance op prejudice, Iy i
be encouraged and developed, it leads, alniost
withont exception, to perseeution,  Afpep reject-
ingthe M I the most natural thing fop these

Nazarenes to do was to hurl him downy aclifr,
The first effect of ( ‘hrist’s words was to delight 5.

his hearers and fill them with wonder, There was
something in his bearing and expression as e
at down that fixed, almost fascinated, theip yy-
tention.  Their eyes wepe ¢ fastened upon him,»
{n expression peculiar 1o Luke, Then there was
something in his vojce and the style of his ad-
dress that amazed them, fop the “gracious : 3

words™ of verse 22 refep rather to the beauty By Way or “]“““'a“U“-

and grace of his Speech than 1o the nature of the Verse 16, The Mayptower, o name now immor-
tmessage.  They must haye felt something of the tal, had epo, sed the ocean, It had borne its
spell that came upon the officers who were sent hundred bassengers over the st deep, and aftep
1o arrest Jesus later ony, who came back and re- u perilons Voyage had reached the bleak shopes
ported, “ Never man spake like this map » Clohn of New England in (1o beginning of winter,
©.46). But when the meaning of what e wWas - Amid snow nmlim-wnwlmll'nhm-npilzrilm were
“iving dawned upon them, they wepe filled with gent out to find a snitahle landing place, T
rige that one whom they had known from child- Spray of the seg froze on them and made thejpy
hood, whose mother and brethren ang sisters  coats like iron, says the historian, Five days
they knew, should claim to be the long-expected they wandered about, searching in vain fop i
Messiah, It was l:]u»plu-xn_\'. and they woulq suitable landing place, A storm came on, The
Visit him with the death of g blasphemer, And  rudder broke ; the mast and sail fe]] overboard,
£0 they would have done if Jesus had been a In this storm and cold, without g tent or house,
blasphemer jn fact. But being what he was, the the Christian Sabbath approached, the day

T OF TuE serymox,

V.mlmm.q;w/;ix omn, - He will not suffer his
Son to die until his work is done, 1 will not
permit death to come to you till your work is
done,  Anq if atany time what the world calls
disaster conjes it will worl out for you a fyp
more exceeding andeternal weight of glory,

e
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which they regarded as holy unto God.  Ast
day before the Sabbath drew on they pushed over
the surf, entered a fair sound, sheltered them
selves under the lee of a rise of land, Kindled a
fire, and on that little island they spent the day
in the solemmn worship of their Maker.  On the
next day their feet touched the roek now sacred
as the place of the landing of the Pilgrims
Nothing more strikingly marks the character of

this people than this act, showing that theirs was

the religion of principle, and that this relizion
made them what they were,— B rues

Verse 18, Thut the Gospel is for the poor is
very clearly scen in comparing the advantages of
the poor in Christian lands with their condition
inall others,  In no other lands are the poor so
s, The Gospel is for

near the rich in advant
the poor; they can worship in the most expen-
sive buildings. Printing has made Bibles so
cheap that the poorest can read them, and learn
to read them in free schools, which ave better
than most private schools of the rich.  Colleges
are endowed go that the poor can have the high-
est education, Publie librarice and galleries of
art are open toall.  The poor can vide as fast in
railroad cars as the rich, can have deily papers,
can enjoy music, and most of them have home
comforts such as only Kings and princes could
have had a few hundred years ago,  Much is yet

to be done in carrying out the spirit of the Gos-
pel, but it is well to see what wouders have al-
ly been accomplished. The larger part of
thé distressing poverty comes from rejecting the

Dilowbet,

Gospel and its principles.-

Verse 22, People are naturally skeptical about

the greatness of fellow-townsmen with whom
they have been familiarly associated. Grant,
Wolseley, and others were comparatively un-
known men in obscure country villages. Within
a vear their names were upon the lips of all as

" successful gener:

great man,” said an old resident of Grant’stown,
1 knew him when he was a boy, and he didn’t
act no different from the other boys, only that

he was a lectle slower,' =&, Horr,

Verse 20. The first printed book condemned
to be burnt was actually the Gospel. On two
occasions Tyndale’s translation of the New
ament was burnt before old 8t. Paul’'s, We
remember that the book which met this fiery fate,
and whoge author was also burned, is now sold
in England by the million.  What a fearful con-
trast separated the laborer from his triumph !—

Test

Canon Farvar,

Strange that Florence gave Dante exile in ex-
change for his immortal poem! Strange that

s, “Tdon’t think ke can bea

[Feb., 25,

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

Long before this day when Jesus came to
Nuzareth, where he was brought up, the prophet
aiah wrote of him, “ e is despised and re-
jected of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted
with grief.,”  That Seripture, as well as what he
himself read from the hook, was that day ful-
filled,  The deep sorrow of his soul, from the he-
ginning of his ministey to the last word upon the
eross, was that his own people, whom he loved
unto death, rejected him, - He is “ the same ye
terday, to-day, and forever.” e is still grieved
when we slight his love and turn away from his

offerad grace,

e had been abseat from Nazarveth for a while
not very long as to time, but long in intense ex
perience, ¢ We live in deeds, not ) ,'" and
more than comes to most men in a lifetime had
been felt and done by Jesus in those few event
ful months, Ilis mission to this poor, sinful
world had been fully revealed to him in the
baptism of the 8pirit ; he had passed victoriously
through a terrible conflict with Satan: he had
hed in Galilee, and worked miracles so that
3§ ne of him had gone out through all the
region round about, and he was glovified of all
And now, with that eager interest which stirs
every loving soul under such circumstances, he
came back to his boyhood home. On the Sab-
bath he went into the synagogue where for
nearly thirty years it had been his eustom 1o
worship,  With what intense desire he longed to
tell those who knew him best the glad tidings
which the 8pirit of the Lord had anointed him 1
preach,  There were young men present wit
whom he had played when they were boys ;3 men
who had worked with him many weary days in
the carpenter’s shop i men whose homes i
kuew well, where there were poor, bruiscd,
captive sonls to whom he longed to bring th
glad tidings of healing and release. Well he
knew the character of that town where he was
brought up, and its need of such glad tidings
No wonder the eyes of all in the synagogue were
fastened on him,  Never before had Isainl '
yrophecy been read to them with such impressiyvi
ness, unction, and tenderness,  For a while they
were held by the majestie presence of the reader,
and touched by his gracious words, But he
knew their hearts, e knew that prejudice,
envy, jealousy, selfishness, would close their
minds against him so that he could not do for
them, his old companiong, the friends of his
Iy home, what he would. He said in sub-
stance : * You will ask mo to do here the mira-

preg

London gave Milton threats of imprisonment for cles you have heard I did in Capernaum, 1 [

the manuscript of Paradise Lost '— Hillis,

should do them, yon would still find some excnse
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*and receiving my message,
3 1o receive me
and my gospel of salvation is your only help, |
can help only those Who accept e, My Gospel
is not seny 1O You becuns You are the childpen
of Abraham g it was a Gentile woman who had
the henefit ang Dlessings of the prophet’s pres
it was a Gentile
Your hivth as Israc lites
il pride and selfishness shut Your
st me and my salvation,”
hing for thew,
selfishness elamored so loud that the

enee in her honse ; leper who

wis cleansed, will avail
You nothing
hearts ag

It was too elose reac Pride ana
Voice of
“raciousness and love was silenced. They thrust
him ont of the eity and woul have thrown him
CH i their puge, and went
broken-hegpted, captive, hlind
lives, vongratulating themselyes that they had
shortly disposed of one who presume| toexplain
their own Seviptures to them ina way so offen-
Aud they wepe his OWN Poo-
ple: he loved them s he gave his life for them,
How gricved he was With their blindness and
folly, 18 there g touch of natupe hepe Which
makes us Kin to the People of Nazareth v

headlong over the
baek to theip poar,

s

siveand personal,

The Teachers’ Meeting,

Draw out the events of our Lord’s fe Which
oceurred between the last lesson and the
ent.. Mention the fyets OF this lesson in thejp

Describe the

Pres-
seenein the Nuzarene syn-

=it picture of Jesns Stunding up with the
roll of the prophet i his b, 1y g Hing the
story keep in view the gim of Christ and his ex-
anmple

in this lnmm,,.J'Z\;nl.um 9

SV hagogue,
Sminister," gt down,"
passing through the midst .. Locate
Nuzareth, ( apernanm, Sarepta, Sidon, Sypig,, ..
Present the conduey of the mien of Nuzireth so us
tomake plain thei

inwhat manner

Joxeph's

son,’

characteristios ; then show

tlar traits ape shown in (he
present time..., . Mow does this lesson show Jesus
as our example and model ? What does it show
48 10 how to preach the Gospel v

OPTIONAL HYM NS,

With joy we hail the s
Safely through another week,
Hail, thou onee despised Josus
The Gospel bl is ringing,

I was a wandering shieey,

' day,

Welcome, delightful mor,,
Lord, in the morning thou shalt Lear,

SUNDAY Sciro OL BANNER,

Shine on our soy)s,
Hail, to the Lord's Anointed,
Learning of Jesus,

Librapy References,

* references fop February 4,
wlersheim, Lite and Tips of'
Geikie, Lite and Wopd aor Christ
Hausrath, i Lestament Tion % vol, i,
Lange, Lifi o

s (ind,
findex),
1 N, Christ, vol, I, pages
i Howrs, vol, i,
Kingdom of tioq

Geikkie, Now e nt
Hengsteny
tuthe OWl T 9l
Kurtz, HWist 1y of the
Ol PHLes 44845, Smith,
Bitie /ln/wuru'//. article “ Law.»
Freevman's Jy ANDBOOK 1 V¢
ture reading, 7

ltiment, vol, ii iy
Ol THE Law

Corenant, vol, iii,

Tuokan

16, Pablie Serip-
Ver. 17,

Prophecy, A
bosture of teach-

e, GG,

Ver, 20, The ¢ minister 3 (e

SERMONS ON THE Lissoy,
W.—Rroadus, John R

" Lo Homitetic Revien,

“Christ at
September, 1887,

se I8.—Bradley, Charle & “Christ the Healep
Of the Broken-hearted,” Semous Proaehet at High
Wyeomn, page 262,

Verse 19 ~Thomas, Jess B., «

vol. iv, puge 481,

. ~Whitley, Josse T., “The Story of
Naaman the Leper,” T'he HHomilvtie
tember, 1889, page 939,
Small Numberof the Suved,
YHeneey vol, iy page 138,

Treasuy,

Peview,
llon, J, B,,
W Fisl's Putpit Kte-

Blackhboard,

“His own™ are those
redeem, the whole world ; but he is ours only
when we receive him, If we reflected upon his
mission in coming to our arth, we would not

whom Christ came to
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reject the Lord of glory, as did those to whom
he spake,  How hardened they must have beento
slight him who preached the blessed Gospel, who
healed all their discases, delivered those whom
satan had bound, and, more than ally died to
save them from their sins,  Ilis mission and
ministry are the same to-dav, and we are as un-
grateful as they if we reject s love and his sal-
vation,

How to Mount and Use the Leal
Cluster.

BY W, LR KEMP,

[A correspondent writes us in reference to a
stand for exhibiting the Leaf Cluster. As others
may also be interested in this subject, we here
reproduce an article, which was published some
years ago:]

lake four pieces of dressed lumber, one inch
by one and a half inches, six feet long; four
“crossbars, one inch longer than the Leaf Cluster
is wide ; two two-inch rollers sume length, Be-
tween two of the six-foot pieces nail two of the
crossbars, one a half inch from the top end,
and the other twelve to cighteen inches up from
the bottom end. This is for the front of the
frame. Make the rear frame the same way, ex-
cept the top bar wants to be lower down. Now
hinge the two frames together at the top so they
will work like a stepladder. Three feet down
from the top of the front frame put in one of the
rollers. A crank made of quarter-inch iron, made
square or sharpened at one end, and put through
a hole in the side bar, and driven in the end of
roller, answers every purpose. A shori piece
driven in the other end of roller makes a pivot
for it to turn on. Insert the other roller in the
rear part of the frame in same way, with a crank
algo. Now take the cluster and cut the leaves

CHOOL BANNER.
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are mounted on,
, until all are in
one continuous sheet,  Care should be taken to

apart elose up to the strip 1l
Paste them together, end to e

have the title page at the top end of the sheet,
Begin pasting by using a strong picce of puper of
any kind, three feet long, and to this attach the
top of the title
and roll up the entire she
over the top bar (which should be made rounding
and smooth), and paste fast to the front roller,
Now roll the sheet back into the front roller, and
vou have it. - All the teacher has to do is to turn
the rear roller until the lesson for the day comes
and on review day you have a grand
panorama of Sunday school lessons,

¢. Now paste to the back roller,

draw the other end

in view,

I send a peneil sketeh of the machine to more
clearly explain it. - Any person that can handle
tools at all can make one in two hours’ time,
and when onee used would not do without it.

Thoughts for tne Quiet Hour.
Phere will always be visible “fruits of the
Spirit 7 in everyoue that i born of the Spirit,.—
Ky,

The Lord’s answers to questions will b
found generally to reveal the true thought of
the questioner, and to be fitted to guide him to
the trath which he is seekivg - Westeott,

—No man has a right v teach unless he is
thoroughly persuaded of chz truth of what he
teaches,—Bucer,

=The Jews looked upon a serpent to be freed
from serpents @ and we look apon the death of
Christ to he delivered from death.—Lugustine,

—~(an that be called a sacrifice which is simply
paid back as part of a great debt owing God ?
+ + « Say rather it is a privileg:

~aat uggstone,

—Consecration is personal devorement to God.
By this act we profess to set oneselves apart for
viee,—Miily,

—It i= a great matter for a man to learn how
to rest himself without being idle, and to make
his necessary repose subservient to the glory o
God.— Quesnel.

God and for God’s &

—The Bible tells us of the streams that it may
allure us to the fountain ; it tells of the past ucts
of God’s faithful love that we may be led to set
our hope on God, and to feel assured that he who
hath helped will help, and that he who hath
loved will love unto the end.— Evskine,

—Christianity involves many paradoxes, hut
no contradictions,— Bishop Horsley,

—Nothing except sin is as bad as our fears,—
duon,
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PRIMARY TEACHERS’ DEPARTMENT.

Something New,

“WaaAT a good thing it is 1o have something
new, like a new year, come You said
that in January. Time has clapsed sinee then,
What did you do with that opportunity ¥ Did
Yow improve it as yon ought We don't take
from such golden hours the that we
might, that we ought, However, lot that pass,
Though the year s not hefore us, o new
monthis.  Not from .J Ny to January is ours
=all the Tength and breadth of the field with jts
chance for sced-planting, We have a section,
though, of the ficld, 4 new month, Sometimes we
can cultivate better in sections,  The whole ficlq
ix %0 big it appalls us. This month, though, the
few weeks ahead ! We ean attempt that,  Tet us
do it, and faithfully sow the monthdown, putting
in such seed as prayer, patience, punctuality,
study, A little money-seed may be a good thing,
Bie with your class every Sunday this month,
Let each lesson be g prepared lesson, Anybody
sick ¢ Put in a little call-seed.  Big harvest may
come from the expression of sympathy, We
cortainly can take a little section of the Year,
JUSE i month, say, and  work that faithiully,
Where we are not equal to a long try, tuke a
short try, - Twelve shopt trys make the long try
of u year,

along

recopd

new

. -

Hints for the Primary

Class,

BY A Pracrican TEACHENR,

Nlates and Blank Books,
their scholars with slates
paper, that they
is taught,

Hilland - Books, One teacher has made litgle
hooks of holland, and pasted cards on them, as
gifts to her scholars, Another has made for the
use of her elass a holland book containing Bible
pictures,

U Rose Jur Bivthduy Bor, The latest for a
cluss hirl]nlu_\j box is one made of glass so that
the children can see the pennies as they are
dropped into it. 1 find that a glass rose Jar
inswers the purpose just as well, and is a very
much cheaper contrivance,

How Papers and Cards are Distributed, In many
§chools the papers are distributed at the door as
the children mareh out, This is far preferable to

Some teachers supply
or blank hooks
may illustrate the lesson

for
as it

giving the literature
therehy taking their

The Envelape Systom i alsor Eredll wl. One pri
rary department has made use of a stout enyel-
opeupon which are a picture of the ehnreh and
the name of the child 1o wWhom it is given, [n
this envelope the scholar carvies home his card,
paper, lih

1o the children sooner,
attention from the lesson,

ry book, cte,
Each ehild should Know not only that he i i
Sunday school scholur, hut likewise that he s o
Methodist or » Bapti
day school scholar, and why he is stich,
should a Catholie child be privileged to know
Why it is a Catholie, and i Protestunt child e
nied the privilege of knowing why it is a Prot
estant ¥

or a Preshyterian San
Wiy

Miking Colurs Sypubidicat,
primary teacher who has made mueh use of
colors in expounding the lesson upon the board,
When anything attractive was alluded to some
light color would ne used, yellow for love and
kindness, for example, and when anything of-
fensive was spoken of, some dark color, red for
sin, for instance,

I have heard of 4

Class Culops, have
clg for cach division, This is
helpful suggestion an‘l can be made use of iy
many way:

An Outline Vap. A teacher once made an ont-
line map upon a eard, As the lesson progressed
she would fill in the parts alluded to,

Some primary departments
& colors—one

Your Class and You.

BY REV. B, A, nann,

It is well to enlist children in the great canse
of evangelization, or missions, here and abrowd.
M owe look at results, those by way of nmoney
may not seem to show much breadth or depth,
but the little rills pouring in, uniting, fill a great
reservoir, Churches, big mission boards, are
relying more and more on the efforts of young
people as money gatherers, This is very timely
wisdom. Money is welcome, but this is not the
only blessing coming in at the door.  Out of the
interest of boys and girls to-day will grow the
grand work of men and women in the mission
field to-morvow., Yes, children must be enlisted
in this canse. Get the uniform of soldiers that
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Enli

we realize that something is back of this®

are servants upon them enlist ! But do

If we
would enlist the children, we must fiest enlist the
hard to warm cluss
There

way of

uchers, It is
the

very up a

fire, a cold
e
burning

unless teacher is on

teacher, a block of dee, in the fir

On the other hand, ti
teacher

heart of o Sun
toreh
W

about your

for
must

day  school makes a good

spreading this fire of missionary zeal
How is it

begin with the teachers

cluss and—you ?

Well Fed

certain classes in most

Week

w seen in their places,

sunday
ulter

(RTTHH

schools that

ure

never run down week

teacher and pupils may

thoughtful, attentive, interested. No word about

achange is heard from these classes, Peace reigns

in all their borders,
When an unusual intevest pervades the sehoc

one naturally turns to th for first

fraits of the revival, and the expectation is a

well-foanded one
these children from the

\re
more devont families of

How is it, then ¥

the Chureh ¥ Are they

by nature more religiously inelined than their

Not

simple enough

ssurily I'he explunation is
well fed, They

the u

e
They ure
Lambs, us well as sheep
And

id oftentimes, as

mates ¥
Know
it too, love

pastures they  have surprisingly ¢

to what constitutes

good pasture!

guess my teacher thinks there’s no hurey
little girl:

Al there's
about

girls to

about my being a Christian,” said o
*she never says anything about it,
tulks

e

she talks and
Lottie

wish my

teacher,

She

Lottie's

Jesus, wints and all

Lim too. 1 teacher was  like
Jhat 17

My teacher is Tovely,” said gy, apparently
thoughtless girl, * but I should never think of

taking her seriously.  She

love

does not really mean

she wouldn't care

what she says, you know, or
s0 much for dress and society,  She means well
enough, but when Lam a Christian I think 1 will
not be that kind.”
The well-fed classes know that their pasture
is no And children, with all

who are truly in the Kingdom, have a cordial

artificial article

hatred of shams

O, teache
to gather food from the
from the world of nature and of life, that we may
truly feed these hungry young minds and hearts,
Such food will be strong and sweet, and will not
only attract, but build up

Good, nourishing food is not prepared with-

let us honestly and earnestly seek

word, from experience,

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

out effort, and shall not feed onr classes
well if we hastily, and with little thought, gather
our materials and dash them together,  There
be study, and

st prayer, if we would suceessfully cater for

Wi

must earnest  thought, carnest

i mortal souls

Primary Teacher's
Sacrifice.”

The “Living

BY JULIA ML JOINSTON

Paul, and
and

L opesEEcn you, therefore,” writes
“the ally, because * of
through him, and to him are all

*1 beseech you, by the mercies of God,

vlore™ e hiin,

things," not a

part,
that ye present your bodies a hiving sacrifice.

I, in God's wondrous cconomy, the marvelous

hody is the inseparable instrument throngh and

by which the soul must act, how can a dead

hody serve him aceeptably £ How can a half-

dead body, one worn with fatigue, overwrought
with needless cares, fretted and chafed and rest
Pain of the

sending, and trinmphed over by

less, be an aceeptable sacrifice
Maste

his

aks o message of heavenly sweetness

and power, but an abused physical nature, reck-

lessly and unsparingly used in secular service, or
pleasnres that overtax its endurance, cannot b
called a living sacrifice in a true sense

While the duty
presenting the body is universal, the primary

teacher should feel it to be an especial ohliga

which the apostle enjoins of

tion.  She has a monopolizing influence in her
She ercates the atmosphere, and sensitive

lift
bends and

souls are as flowers their
the

swiys her scholars inevitably, and what she is,

little open to it

to hreeze She

heads passing

in her physical and mental moods char

gives

acter and quality 1o her teachings, and affeets
the impressions m
and a sunuy disposition are

Good  temper

ustually included in the catalogne of requirements
in the choice of j teacher for the primary e
partment, but sometimes the teacher herself for-
gets how trnly the keeping of these depends upon

good health

For the teacher’s own suke she should be inas
good physical condition for teaching as may e
possible. A feeling of freshiness and vigor, and
a buoyant spirit, will make it casy to take bright
views, to make the lessons winsome and the at
It will give coutrol

to hold and

mosphere loving and glad
over the children, and make it
guide them.
It is true that many of us have found that the

Sy

It will make the teaching a delight,

work is in itself so delightful as to offer an in
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fullible cure for headache, and heartache too, the soul aud spivit, is o Part of the Saviour's
for the ardent teacher js S001L 50 absorbed iy it mission of POwer, that every uttrnctive Krace,
a5 to become insensible o bodily weakn S8y and e Winsome teait, every it of personal
it the pain does not actually puss Wiy, it is for- heauty, ey vy chari of yojee wnd manner, may
gotten 3 but after all it is much Pleasanter to go have his hallowing touen Mpon it e will not
Into the elass with a clear I ad and a rested give this, if physical strength I8 carelessly wasted
frame, if this may Oruselessly spent when it might have been kept
An aitack of “ pepyes® Is disustrous in the for the Master's nse by considergte uttention to
primary class, If it can be f restalied by any  laws of health and the requirement of  poge,
care and pradence, it ought 1o be by all means, Present your by, but see that 11 i« - living
A wise woman of an earlier day, who reared sacrifice, holy wnd geo Prable to Wi,
ge houschold upon 1he small salary of o
country minister, in an Eastern State, used to
sy that many people hroke the Sabbath on Sat
trday, and she insisted that thepe should be no Securing New Scholars,
delaying of work until that day, which should
nererowd ity no undertaking of matters that
would interfere with closing it in restful quict- A rrivany department should he o growing
ness, which would prepare mind ang body for department, teache i seholurs being con-
the services of God's house, Somehow, diffien]y stantly on the outlook for new members,
as it was, affairs were so ordered in that hig The Primary superintendent cun obtain many
family that the rush anq hurry of the week HEVEr new pupils hy making inquiries on her round of
went over into Sunday.  There was o little pre- calls as to the families in 1he various neighbor-
lininary rest upon Saturday, hoods who attend neo Sahbuth school, and by
Master never requires impossibilities, and then calling upon these fumilioy and inviting
mun never should of his neichbor; but js it llwirlm_w;uuluir)slnln-rwhmvl. She may often
not true that while many are obliged to be busy find it necess Y 1o call for the Youngest ones
till Jate Saturday night, many more might ar- herself on the following Nunday 1o aecompuny
runge better if they would # them to the school Or 1o send one of Nep present
Ought a Sunday  school teacher's social en- Pupils I'l»l'llui\]'m']uvw.
sigements to interfere with e quict of the Another method of se uring new seholurs is to
Suturday evening, as a rule?  lHoweyer much ask the children to bring them in, But while
reparation for the lesson has b n made through making this request EIPCAL SUress imust bo laid
the week, this lslhctiml'lnmm(-h-tv- itall, ullow- upon the fact that none must e Invited but
g the mind to become saturated with the trath those who attend no Sabbath school,
the very last thing, and carrying over the im-  Some s hools have upon the wall an Honop
pressions into the hours of slec D that they may List, containing the names of those children who
fresh inthe morning, And isir nota religious  have brought in new Nl"llil:ll'ﬂ; and one school
duty to go to bed « rly after resolutely eutting makes useof a certificute, Thig bears the picture
loose from week-(ay resand frets?  No teacher of the church, and states that sueh gy person has
would deliberately plan to enter the class in a introduced such a pupil to e school,
weary and irritated Physical condition, but most Loften find out from Whatt quarters new mems-
unwittingly, perhaps, many have done jt, Young bers may be obtained by asking my cluss to name
teachers especially may do this for want of fore-"any ehildren who do not attend Subhutly school,
thought simply, They must think, for here, us and 1o whom they would like to CRETY @ puper op
in so many other mstances, *‘evil is wrought by a cand,
want of thought,” hing will draw in scholars or holg those
In the primary room, ahove othep Places, the  that one 18 like conducting i cluss along busi-
Young teachers are found, O, 1f they could regl- nesslike lines, and making each sesslon as intep-
17 the blessing and benefit of 1 ning them- esting as possible, I know of w pustor who haud
selves in the beginning to bring ey hing into his sehool graded, and who insisted on having
subjection to Him whom they serve, and offering every part of the work carried on with gy much
10 him a living sacrifice that should include dircetness of purpose as in the day school, At
every power and possibility of mind anq body at the close of the year, for exampley oyvep sixty
Its very best ! diplonmas were preseuted 1o seholurs who could
Teaching is spiritual work, but while we are answer ¢ Hy all the questions reluting to the
in she body nothing is utterly disconnected from lessons for the year,  As a resalt of this man-
It and the sanctification of the body, as well as agement the attendance was dnuhlml, und s

BY ALICE may DOUGELAN,
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nuny childeen came from other schools, so e
ducing their numbers that it was necessary to
make a rule that none should attend this school
unless their parents were attendants at the
church,  Even then a gentlenfan and his family
left their own church and went to this for the
sole purpose of giving their childven the ad-
vantage of the Sunday school teaching,

FroM a paper on * Child Study and Religion<
Teaching,” we make the following extrac

‘At four or five years of age the child's sociul

instinets will be so developed that he will need to
be taught in the companionship of those near his
own age,  He will be happier o than if taught
alone,  He ean also better understand the Golden
Rule of Christ if he ig led into the exercise of it
by association with other children,  How is the
little child to be brought into social relations
with his little fellows for religious teaching ¢ He
must, of course, be sent to the Sunday school,
Wise mothers will go there, too, with their dar-
lings, They will try to go arly, but if they
cannot go pegularly, they will at least go fre-
quently,

“And what can mothers do in Sunday school ¢
In all probability they ean assist in the teaching,
or they can learn how to continue in the home,
during the week, what they see and hear in the
class on Sunday,

“Sunday school teachers plant the seeds of
trath ; it should be the mother's part to nurture
the growth of those seeds in the daily life of the
child.  Plainly the mother’s work should not
cease when the Sunday-school teacher’s work be-
gins, There are upward of three hundred thou-
Lsand children in the primary classes of cur Sun-
day schools, These p in charge of about
seventy-five hundred teachers. Certainly this is
a company of persons who, together with the
te child study applicd
ey must not make mis-

mothers, need to invest
to religious teaching.
takes abont how to lead the children to their
Py pair
uld en-
school

Saviour. Professor Halleck says: ‘R
of human hands, however feeble,
deavor to strengthen the primary Sung
work.”  Not only hands should do this, but
prayerful hearts should give their aid, Mother
hearts are needed most of all, hecanse they know
best of all what is in ¢hild hearts,”

“T rmask thee, O Father, that thou hast bid

these things from the wise and prudent, and hast
revealed them unto babes.™

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.
FIRST QUARTER.

LESSON V. (February 4.)

THE FIRST DISCIPLES OF JESUS.
John 1. 35-46,

*They followed Jesus.”  John
1. 45,

Gorpes TexT:

Primary Notes,
BY JULIA . JOHNSTON,

Introductory. Did
you ever seeaguide
board?  What is it for?
Does it go anywhere ?
No, it stands still and
points the way. Dous it
ask people to stop I
side it and stay there

e No, it sends them on
their way, for this is what it is for. On our
blackboard to-day we will write, * What seek ye
That is a very important question,  If we do not
know where or how to find what we look for, i
we do not know the way, then a guideboard is a
very good thing, We will make a guideboard on
the blackboard.,

Now the lesson is partly about a man who wis
like a guideboard, e pointed the way, It was
John the Baptist. e stood one day with two of
his own followers, or learners, called diseiples
that is what the word means—and John looked
upon Jesus as he passed by, e wanted Joln
and Andrew to look too, so he pointed out
the Saviour and said :

& Behold the Lawh of God . Lambs were offere:|
hefore Jesus came, in obedience to God's word
who suid he would forgive sin if these pur
«ntle, patient animals were  brought in this
way. It was to make people think of Jesus, who
was coming to give his life for the sin of th
world, e was God's Lamb,  When Andrew
and John heard John the Baptist speak they
looked at Jesus and turned and went after hiy
No one ever comes after Jesus without hi
knowing it. e knew they were there, und
turned to ask them a question, It was a very
important one. We must hear it to-day, for Jesus
asks it of us, *“ What seck ye ¥

It makes a great difference what we seek in this
world. [Panse to mention some of the things
people seek after—power, a high place, mon
a good time, ete.]  Are we king a Saviour?
Is that what we are hiere for in this room to day?
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If we seek him, we shall surely find him, for he
suys so. If we seck other things and other peo-
ple, thinking they may help us, we may find
them, but what good will it do us? Lot us stop
Jjust here, and think a minute what we really
want, and what we gpe really looking for, in
God’s dear house to-day.

These two men, following Jesus, were sceking
to know where he lived, for they wanted to come
and stay with him a while, e said, “Come and
sce.” He js always ready to show where he
may be found, We will write « Come and see » on
our guideboard, Now we will make a road,
following the direction of the guideboard, anq
out here a temple door, or gate, Above we will
write “ Where Ife dwelleth,” This may stand,
first of all, for the house of the Lord, the chupeh
where we come to praise and pray ana learn of
God’s love to s, and our duty to him.

Do you know, and feel in Your hearts, that
Jesus lives here? He says he Will always he in
his own house, though he j in our house and
hearts too, Yet in a special way Jesus dwells
here. But there is another temple mope beautify)
than this, and when beople go there, where a] is
joy and light and beauty, without sin and with-
out sorrow, they shall g0 no more out,” There
they shall see the King in his beauty, for |
dwells there; and those Who love him shall he with
him forever, Whyt is the name of that temple
above? Tt jg heaven, If we want to live with
Jesus there, we must get acquainted Wwith him
down here and follow him home to the place
where he dwells,

True following,  To follow Jesus alone is not
the real, true following, We must take some ope
With us.  Andrew found his own brother fipst
and brought him to Jesus, 0, to bring others to
Jesus.  Where else, to what othep friend, can we
take them ?  No one can help them as Jesus can,
Ilave we brothers or sisters or friends in our
homes that we may bring to Jesus? Jesus found
l'hiiip,ul’u-rthis, and said, ““ Follow me.”  Philip
obeyed at once, and then he went and found
Nathanael, [Tell the story in full.)

If we are really seeking Jesus, we gre seeking
others, that we may bring them to him. I they
say that it will not help them much to come to
the Sunday school, to the place where Jesus
dwells, just say to them, as Philip said to Nathan-
arl, “ Come and gee,”

What will we see—what will they see, if we
Wil all ecome to him » We will see—in our hearts
now, and here, the loving Saviour who came to
make our soulg live forever, if we trust in him
ind ask him to take away our sins, We see our
very best Friend, who loves us more than any
oneelse ean, and who can do everything for us,

By and by he will take us to be where he dwells,
and we shall see hin for evermore,

Kindergarten Hints,
BY JULIA E, pECK,
GoLpEN Text: ‘ Herein is my Father glori-
fied, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be
my disciples," John 15, 8,

HINTS ON METHOD,

Our lesson is a study urnlisriph-nhip from the
child’s point of view. We take ag our topic,
“Following in I1is Footsteps.” Tpe keynote of
our lesson, “Heard him speak, and followed
him,” Thoughts to bring out s When we hear
him speak we will follow, Showing how and
where to follow s an important part of our
lesson, with the invitation, « Whosoever will, let
him come,”

The teacher has to remember thyt this is only
the beginning of oup study of 'Iim-iph-shlp. The
children are to “learn by doing,” they are to
learn to follow, by following, Oup part is to get
their faces toward the Light, It g our purpose
that they shall early form the habit of asking,
“What would Josus do?” ang to follow his
leading,

SUPPLEMENTAL LESSON,

In the days when John the Baptist preached
there could be no NEWSpaper reports of his mes-
sage ; for there were no newspapers, People who
heard it myst bring the news to people who
couldnot be there, Iy Bible times Goq sent mes-
sages by angels, or he whispered his message in
the soul of g holy man who would face any
danger to deliver it,

The best way to hear John's God-given meg-
sage perfectly would be to leave everything, fo].
low him day after day, talk with him, and leary
by heart what to do with his message. In Bible
times those who left everything to follow a
teacher in thig way were called ¢ disciples,” A
disciple leaves his old life, works with hig

=

e
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teacher to learn how to carry on his work and de-
liver his message.

MEMORY LESSON.

John was standing with two of his disciples,
and he saw Jesus and said, ** Behold the Lamb of
God!” Thetwo disciples heard Jesus speak, and
followed him. Jesus turned, saw them following,
and said, * What seek ye ? " They said, ** Master,
where do you live?” Jesus said, ** Come and
They came and stayed with him that day.

One of the two that heard John speak, and fol-
lowed Jesus, was Andrew. The other was John
(not John the Baptist), Andrew found
brother Simon, and said to him, ** We have found
the Christ.”” He brought his brother to Jesus,
Jesus looked upon him and said, “Thou shalt
be called Peter.” Jesus found Philip, and said
to him, “ Follow me.” Philip found his friend
Nathanael, and said to him, ** We have found
the Christ of whom the prophets wrote,”

After the memory lesson: Jesus went from
village to village teaching, healing, saving. These
disciples, having learned John's message per-
fectly, followed him everywhere, learning of
him, sharing his toil and danger. Remember
their names, for we shall meet them in our les-
sons, and get acquainted with them,

When the disciples had spent all their days in
telling of Jesus Christ they gave their work into
other hands. Has Jesus any disciples living to-
day? Aremissionaries disciples? Is our pastor
a disciple? Do all disciples of Christ hav the
same kind of work? May we become disciples
of Jesus? If we say, *“Yes!” we must study
about faithful dis ship, John and Andrew
heard him speak, and followed. We can hear
him speak at any time. Ie speaks to our souls
in the silence, and we understand. e speaks

*to us through the Bible, and we study it to under-
stand. If we listen, we can follow him always.
Jesus says, * Come unto me.” “[am the good
Shepherd.” The good Shepherd calleth his
sheep by name, and will lay down his life for
them,

What will his faithful disciples have to give
up? Everything that would keep them from
following him clesely, What is a faithful d
ciple to do? “Do with thy might whatsoever
thy hand findeth to do.” Where are the faithful
disciplesto go? The way to follow is sometimes
called *the narrow way,” because we are shut
out of many paths that look broad and pleasant,
but would lead to sin and separation from our
Shepherd. To be separated from him would
make any pathway, no matter how beautiful it
looked, desolate and lonely. We follow ouar
Shepherd up many steep hills of difficulty, and

see,”

his
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the path is hard to climb ; but when we reach
the top, we are strong and vigorous for another
climb, even if many thorns and brambles are in
the path that leads us higher toward heavenly
things.

After a rather more literal teaching of what
faithful disciples have to do, the children are
told that when in doubt as to which is the
narrow and good pathway, and which is the
broad and dangerous road, they are to ask in
prayer, Which way would Jesus choose ?

LESSON VI. (February 11.)
JESUS AND NICODEMUS. John 3. 1-18,

GGOLDEN » (iod so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoso-
ever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.”  John 3. 16,

Primary Notes.

Introductory. Once

upon a time there was a

beautiful palace built of

white marble, and fin-

ished in the loveliest way,

which was entered by a

very low and narrow

door. Once in it, there

was room enough for all ;

but there was only this

one way to get in, and all must enter by the low

and narrow door. Above it in gold letters were
the words, ** Whosoever believeth.”

No one could see from the ontside of the palace
the beauties within but there was a book that
told of the and some of the king’s servants
were always telling others how fair this beau-
tiful house was, where all were welcome who
wonld come in by the door, believing the king’s
word that there was a place for them inside and
that this was the way to come,

The door was 80 narrow that nothing could be
carried through, All the burdens had to be left
outside, and it was so low that tall people had
to stoop to pass in. But little children who
had nothing to carry, or very little to lay down,
and who were not so tall as the grown-ups, found
it far easier to go in than any others. Of all who
passed in day by day only those tried to enter
who thought it worth while, who took the king's
word for it that there was room for all and a
welecome there, 8o it came to pass that as the
great numbers went that way some went in and
some stayed out. It was not because there was
too little room inside, or not invitations enough,
or a welcome for everyone, but because some
did not believe all this and would not go in.




SUNDAY Scmo OL BANNER,

Of all who passed through the low and nap-
row door the little children found it easiest to
go in,

You know what this story means, God is the
King, his kingdom is the palace, and trusting in
him is the way we go in, We can’t take in ouy
OWn goodness, We must not be proud and lifted
up, but our hearts must stoop low, We must all
20 in as little children, Only those who take the
King at his word will bend the head and 8o into
the kingdom of heaven,

The lesson, When Jesus lived on earth a man
who wasa teacher or rujep among the Jews, who
was thought to be Very wise indeed, longed to
know the way into the kingdom of heaven, He
did the best and only thing to do; he came and
asked Jesus about it. His name was icmh'nlus,
and in the darkness and quiet of the night he
came to be taught, He was a teacher, bhut Jesus
Was a greater one, Josus told Nicodemus the
most important thing in the world to know, He
told him how to come into God’s kinmlmn, how
to become a Christian, a chilg of God. He saiq
he must become like alittle child, Te meant by
this, as simple and trustful and lowly as a little

one that belleves his father’s word, follows his
futher’s way, does not try to help himself when
his father carries him over the
does what his father says,
[Amplify the lesson, telling the story of the

hard places, anq

brazen serpent, which Jesus brought to the mind
of Nicodemus to help him to understand how a
frustful look would save, and dwelling particu-
larly upon the Golden Text.]

God’s love, Qup Father in heaven loves the
whole world, See on the blackboard this picture
of aclobe, We will write “God so loved » upon
it. How much did he love 0, it was “gon»
much that he gave Jesus to die fop all.  Heaven

is large enough and the welcome is large enough
for the whole world, for every livine person to
come in, [Enlarge and dwell upon the thought

17

of God’s great love coming to us one by one, yet
enough for all] But there is only one way to
come, See on the blackboard the words which
show who will come in this low and narrow door
of trust in God, Whosoever believeth » wiy
come in,

Now, which is better, to come in now while you
are little and can come easily, or to wait till you
are bigger and ¢ is harder® [Ip the story you
Will rememep that the little children did not
have to Stoop so much, They werelittle enough
to go in easily.  This means that before you grow
up you have fewep wrong thoughts, sinfy] deeds,
and all that, to cast away, and it is easy to trust
and easy to let Jogyg have your hearts, 0, come
now,

Kindergarten Hints,

GOLDEN Texr, ““Thou art the
of the living (ioq,» Matt. 16, 16,
believeth that Jo. sisthe Christ js born of Gog,”
1 John 5, 1, Arise, shine ; for thy light ig
come.”  Isa, 60, |,

Christ, the 8on
* Whosoever

SUPPLEMENTAL LESSON,

Show picture of Herod’s temple; also show
picture of » caravan, It is time fop the spring
festival (pa over) at God's holy house in the
city. Caravans like this [showing picture] apg
moving slowly from distant villages toward this
white marble church [holdlngup picture of tem.
Pple] on the hil,

Jesus came to this festival in the spring when
he was twelye years old,  How wel] you remem-
ber that lesson, In that springtime of his boy-
hood, long ago, he bhegan to understand that he
must be about his Father's work,

We may think of Jesus on thig day when the
festival begins, knowing himself to be the
Son of God ag he walks through the fields to
get to his Father's house, there to make himself
known,

He looks at the gray hills covered with wild
roses and geraniums, and he sees people flocking
from all directions toward the church on the dis-
tant hill, They are all his children, He must
tell them that he js their Saviour, He would die
to help them,

He must meet them in the church, in the
streets, in the fields. e will talk to them about
the flowers of the field and the bipds of the air,
He, their Saviour, wants to draw them to him as
& *hen gathers hepr chickens undep her wingg,”
Will they come »

Some will come
will stay long
miracles,

and never leave him, Others
enough to see the wonders of hig
and turn carelessly away, Certain




! 118 SUNDAY SCHO

rulers and teachers will begin from the time of
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LESSON VII. (February 18.)

1 b Dbt . % wenelly " y
this festival to treat him cruelly as long as he JESUS AT JACOB’S WELL. John 4. 5-26.

stays on earth, Jesus finds a confusion and dis-
turbance at the church, which is most irreverent
and wicked in God’s house. After deserib ag
the scene of the cleansing of the temple we in-

' troduce Nicodemus, who knew all about this
i cleansing, who knew about the miracles Jesus
* was working in the streets outside the church,

Nicodemus had read the Seripture promise, ** The
Lord whom ye seek shall come suddenly to his
) temple,””  “Perhaps that time has come,”
Nicodemus thinks, and he wants Jesus to have
kind trcatment.

MEMORY LESSON.

There was a man named Nicodemus, a ruler.

Nicodemus came to Jesus by night, and said to

him, “ We know that thou art a teacher come

from God ; for no man can work such wonders

except God be with him.”  Jesus said to Nico-

g demus, *For God so loved the world, that he
f gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever be-
lieveth in him should not perish, but have
everlusting life.” God sent his Son into the
world that the world should be saved through

him.

Everyone that does wrong hates the light, and
comes not to the light lest his evil should be
known, e that is truthful comes to the light,
because he is of the Lord, and fears not that his
work should be known, because he is in the
Lord.

After the memory lesson : Jesus is the Light
of the world. We repeat our text: .
shine.” Nicodemus was honest, and turned
toward the Light, The other rulers turned away
from the Light. Nicodemus must visit Jesus
seeretly, or there would be more trouble from
those who loved darkness rather than light,
Nicodemus asked how to get ready for heaven,
**There must be a great change,” Jesus explains
to Nicodemus. Souls must be made over fresh
and new. Heaven begins in a soul which is
) flooded with light. Then there will be no dark,
unclean corner hidden away in the soul,

When mother is away home seems dark and
dreary even when the sun ghines in the windows,
All bright things of the world seem dark and
dreary when Jesus is shut out of the soul hy
wrongdoing. Untruthful things are hidden
away there, and fear the light, When untruth-
ful things are confessed, and we let our Lord see
all that is there, he fills those dark places with
light, just as home is flooded with sunshine when
" mother comes,

Let us ask that the windows of our soul may
be always opened to the Light,

>

GoLpeN Texrt, “God is a Spirit: and they
that worship him must worship him in spirit
and in truth,” John 4. 24,

Primary Notes.

Introductory,  Once upon
atime at king began
to rule over a new coun-
try. He did not wish to
live there, and for a long
time he did not even visit
it, but he made laws for
the people, took s of
them, did cverything for
them, and expected them to obey and love him,

Now, some of the people were much puzzled
and troubled about having a king whom they
had never seen. ** How can we know that we be-
long to him?” they asked. “ How can we tell
what will please him ?’* But there was really no
trouble abou 1 this, and it was explained to the
people by the King’s messengers.  ** You know
that you hé king, and that you belong to
him,’? they said, * because you see what he does
for you. He is all the time looking out for you,
and providing for you. If you were not his peo
ple, he would not do all this. Though you have
never seen him, and cannot see him, you know
that there is such a person by what he does, and
that he is your king, because he does so much
for you. Then you are not left in doubt about
what wi'l please him, for he has sent you a book
of rules, and he has sent his messengers to ex-
plain them, and it is just as easy to please him
as if he were here, It is not necessary to s
»

him in order to do as he says.

All this was so clear and plain that even the
children could understand it, so there was no
more trouble abont it,

The lesson. Our lesson to-day tells us about
our great King, whom we never saw, and how to
come to him, how to worship him aright. One
warm day, long, long ago, and far, far away,
tired traveler sat beside a well,  As he sat thus
upon the well, wearied with his journey, for h
had come from afar, a woman from the city came
to draw water. It was a strange place to preach
a sermon, and there was but one to listen; but
there was a wonderful meeting that day by the
well-gide in Samaria, when Jesus, who was the
weary traveler, met the woman who came for
water. e had an errand to her. He wished to
help her, to teach her, to preach to her, to show
her her sins, and to save her from them. Jesus
asked the woman for a drink, for he was thirsty
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after his Jjourney ; but he told her that he could HINTS oN METHOD,

give her the water of life; that is, that he could We open with a review of all the lessons of the
give life to her soul, which would be like water quarter. The children wil] remember that Nico.
to thirsty lips, Then, when Jesus had made hep demus came by night to talk Wwith Jesus, but
understand that he knew all about her, sins and Jjust what was said will remain g little misty in
all, she felt gure that he was & prophet, wiser their minds, Wo muyst expect this, as they are
than others, who could teach al) things, and she more apt to remember striking incidents of 5
asked him about the true way and the true place lesson than any account of a conversation, even
to worship. Jesus told her, in the Words of our . MOst careful teaching, [t we are able to
Giolden Text, how to Wworship God, 8ive a word-picture of an incident, as, for jn.

This woman dia know some wonderful truth, stance, the cleansing of the temple, they will pe.
She knew that One was coming from God to te]] member it, We cqp scarcely make g word-pic-
everything, and she said so, Jesus said to her, ture of the conversation between Jesus and Nico-
“ I that speak unto theo am he,» Ho was the demus, and the children Will remember little he-
Une set apart to show the Way of life and the sides the bare fact of the Visit.  Again we have g
Wiy to worship, The Woman went away anq lesson ul)out.'u-mn'urs;uiou;Inn this admits of g
brought others to hear thiswonderfy] teacher, and pictorial setting, and is more easily handled,
those who heard him believed for themselves, We show again our picture of Herod's temple,

How to worship, See on the blackboard to-day telling the children that in the streets outside
the words * Praise fjm,» We come to God's this church Jesys Worked many miracles, e
house to worship or praise him, and we need to know that Jesus worked his miracles always t
know how. To worship is to 8ive God the honor help and save, thoug, exactly what he did hepe
that belongs to him! We honor tne Premior, wo"are not told. We discuss his miraclos of
men take off their hats to him, and cheer him, which we have heard, and introduce our new
but we do not worship him. We give greater lesson at this point,
honor to God, because he is greatest of all. We
cannot see him, but wo know he lives and loves LESSON STORY,
because of what he does, and what he does for  The miracles of Josgs at this spring festival
us. God is a Spirit, We have spirils—wmhink, were attracting the v rong kind of people—the
we love, we choose what to do, with that bart of selfish kinq that would gladly come to see a new
us that eannot be seen, but which lives rnrcw-r, thing, but would care nothing for the love and
and is the best part of us, Wity that part we merey of Jesus, Oup Lord will g0 from here
are to worship God, In his house we pray, and into the country, and there he may find simple-
sing, and read, and hear his word, but folding hearteq people who wil follow him fop love, Do
our hands, and bowing our heads, and singing you think he wil find such people? Do you
the hymns, op saying Bible words Will not be wang to go with him and see whom he meets on
worship unless we mean it all with oy hearts,  tpig journey »

[Impress the lesson of reverent, loving, trust- Ifa sand-map is used, have asimple outline of
ful, heart worship,] Samaria, Judea, and Galilee, and show where
Jesus left the city and went northward, tracing
direction on the map. If unprovideq with any
sort of map op diagram, the lesson seems more
“ real if the teachep points in directions while
talking,

Jesus went that way [pointing op tracing on
map] to the half-heathen country, Those people
(-\‘unmrimns) had asked years ago to be allowed
to help build the church in the city, and to share
in the worship there, The reply was like this ;
“God isnot your Father, but ours. You can haye
no share in oup church,”  Thep these half-
heathen built g church of thejp own on a high

mountain,  Was jt pot time that Jesug should
Kinder*garten Hints, come to teach that all men are brothers, and that

GOLDEN TexT; «] will give unto him that is God is the Father of all 9
athirst of the fountain of the water of Jife freely."  Show & copy of Hofman's “Christ and the
Rev. 21, 6, e leadeth me beside the still Woman of Samaria,” Resting here in the shade
Waters, He restoreth my soul,” Pga, 93, 2,38, by the well of cool water [we dig one deep in oup

==
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sand-map, marking the spot] you see Jesus, This is sent to do. The people we call missionaries are
picture shows & light around his head. The those who are sent to tell of Jesus to heathen in
green branches of the vines make a bower to far-away places, who do
ghelter him from the heat of the noonday sun. not even know his name,
He is tired and thirsty. His disciples are not in and to those in our own
sight. They are gone to buy food. That woman land who do not believe
in the picture has come to draw water. She car- him,
ries the jar on her head, and lets it down into the But others besides those
well by the long cord she brings. What will who are called by thisname
as ask her? He is thirsty, and has no water have a mission—an errand,
jar with a long cord. something to do or to tell,
Men of his country will not speak to heathen Even a little child may have
women here.  Whom does Jesus call his broth- amission. A dear baby boy once lived a little
ers and sisters?  When Jesus asks her for water, while in thisworld and went away to bewithJesus,
and she sees by his dress where he comes from, but his little life waslong enough to make papa
she asks how it happens that he is willing to speak and mamma love him so much that they learned
with her. She could not know that he is the to love God who gave him, and when the baby
Christ. [The children will ask about the “lizht went to heaven he seemed to take their hearts
around his head,” which shows in the picture, there with him, This was the mission of the lit-
and we have to explain.] tle life. A bright little girl lived in a poor home
Jesus told her that if she knew his name she She was so loving and happy and full of sweet-
would ask him for living water, that she mnzht ness that she was called Little Sunshine. Her
not thirst again. Where shall she get this mission was to make people happier by her smiles
It is a long, weary way to the well. ““Are youa and laughter and happy ways. You have a mis-
prophet ?" asks the woman. ““ Are you gre .uvr sion and I have amission. Whatever our Father
than our father Jacob, who gave us this we in heaven sent us into this world to do is our
Jesus was speaking of quenching soul thirst. mission. We must have help, or we cannot do

The woman’s soul was thirsty, but she did not as we should. But there was One who came to
this world on a mission, who was strong enough

know it.

The soul gets thirsty. How can thatbe? Do to carry it out all through perfectly, never one
we ever feel sad, tired, and ashamed of wrong- failing in anything that he came to do. It was
doing, and long for something that will make us Jesus. In our lesson to-day we learn what the
better? That is soul thirst. To long for good wonderful work We will write on the
and God is soul thirst. Jesus saw the thirst in blackboard the words ‘“ Jesus’s mission,” and
this woman’s soul, and told her all about it. then we will write what he came for. Let us sce
How could he know about a thirst hidden from whether or not those he came to work for were
all except God? The woman ran to call her willing to receive him, and then let us ask our-
neighbors to see the Lord. Back in the city selve s if we are willing to let Jesus do his work,
[pointing south] were the selfish, curious people, The Tesson. Do you remember where the car-
who followed Jesus for gain, who would never penter shop was in which Jesus worked with
call him “8aviour.” Joseph ? It was in Nazareth, and there Jesus

“We believe him now,” said the heathen peo- was brought up, going every Sabbath day to the
ple to the woman, ‘‘not because you told us, but synagogue, as they called their church. After
because we have heard his voice, and know that being long away he came back there when he
he is the Saviour of the world.” had begun to go about teaching and preaching,

and carrying on his mission. When Sabbath
came he went to the service just as he always
LESSON VIII. (February 25.) did, and they gave him the book which Isaiah the
JESUS REJECTED AT NAZARETH. prfrph(‘t _Imd written many years hv(m.-‘(n Now,
Luke 4. 16-30. this book was nearly all about the Saviour, and

told beforehand what the Lord’s work would be

r: “He came unto his own, and Jesus found the place where some especially beau-
his own received him not,” John 1, 11. tiful things were said of him, and read them to

Introductory. How many of you ever heard the people. Isaiah said Jesus was to he sent to
about people called missionaries? Surely all of the poor, the broken-hearted, the captive, the
vou have heard. And what is a missionary ? It blind, and the bruised. [Write on the board,
is one who has a mission, It is one who has a and drill class upon these words.]
message to carry. His mission is the thinghe  When Jesus closed the book he said to them
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all that this very day these words had come true,
and he talked to themin such a way that they
wondered ; but ag he went on, and showed them
Lhow God Worked, they BIew very angry and rose
up and hurried him out of the city, and led him
to the edge of the hill to throw him down. But
he passed through and went his way, for they
could not hurt him, Hjs mission was not done,

Rejecting  Jesus, To reject is to refuse, to
choose one thing and not 1o take the other, Je.
suscame to his own people, but they turned away
from him, They were his own people, but they
would not allow him to carry out his mission
among them, O, how sad it was |

How is it with us ? The Lord made us and we
are his. He comes to us to make our hearts
clean, our €yes to see him, and to set us free
from sin, as captives are set at lihes Will you
let him do all this forus ? Thisis hat he came
for.

Our mission. Jesus does not need any help in
his great work, but he lets us help, because that
is his will, It s the way he chooses, He will
send usto help those that are sad and sinful, if
we will go. He puts us into the world to do
what will please him anq help others, If we
choose Jesus, we willalso choose his work, and
try to be like him anq do as he did, in our little
way. A child can put his little feet in the very
footsteps of his father and follow, though he is
much smaller, 0, let us follow Jesus |

T
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Kindergarten Hints,

GOLDEN Texy. “How often would I have
kathered thy children together, even as a hen
gathereth hep chickens undep her wings, and ye
Would not 1 Matt. 23, 37,

LESSON INTRODUCTION.

Jesus had been away on a preaching tour, At
one place [showing sand-map) he stopped to
rest at a well, [Rn-vlewlng Lesson VIL] At an-
other place g nobleman came twenty miles,
from way over here [showing on sand-map), to

tell Jesus hiy trouble—that his son had fever
(John 4, 46-54), In telling of thig miracle, when
We reach the climax ; “Thy son liveth,” we ex-
Plaiu that accounts of the miracles of Jesus had,
from time to time, traveled back to his home
in Nazareth, where people knew him as ‘“the
carpenter’s son,”

Jesus ig going home from his Preaching toup,
We trace the way on our saud-map, Will he let
old friends see what wonders he can work with a
word, a touch, a look It would be of no use,
they will not believe him,

LESSON 8TORY,

On the Sabbath [having traced the way home
on our map] he goes quietly to church among
the groups of village people, Their largest
church was in the city (Jcrusnlem). This i
more like a chapel built of white marble, carved
on the outside with vines and leaves,

We may think of Jesus, known there as “the
carpenter’s son," entering thig white chapel on the
Sabbath. Let ug 20 in with him, and look about
1. We see there are Seats on one side for the
men, and on the other, behind a lattice, are seated
the women shrouded in long veils, They have
0o preacher, but the learned men of the congre-
gation are ¢Xpected to read and explain the
Scriptures, The Bible, written on a roll like
this [showing model of book and roll], is kept in
abox of painteq Wood, and covereq with a silk
curtain, A keeper is here, who takes care of the
Holy Book, and hands it to the Speakers, The
service is Something like ours, They haye hymns,
prayers, and a Bible lesson,

When the Seripture lesson fop the day had
been read, Jesus takes the elevated seat placed
for the speakers, the keeper of the book lifts it
from its painted box, and gives it to Jesus,
Seated on tlm]»Iut[urm,Jomls reads from the book,
while all the beople remain standing to ltsten,
There is something in hig face to-day Wwhich
holds an eyes fastened upon him, Jesn; pag
chosen to regq the Scripture promise of the
Christ and his great work. Jesus spoke as no
other coulq Speak ; for he himself is the promised
Christ, The Seripture lesson is of his own work,
andsays: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for
the Lord has sent me to heal the sick, open the
eyes of the blind, set prisoners free, preach good
News to the Ppoor, and to declare that the Lord has
come,”

The listeners were wonderfully interested to
gaze upon hig beautiful face as he read the
Scripture lesson as no one else could do, Then
Jesus surprised them al} by saying, “I am he that
is promised,” The people were angry. This ig
the carpenter’s son.  We have seen noue of his
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miracles, He claims to be the Lord. We will
put him out of the church. Jesus loved them;
he wanted to save them from sin and sickness, to
work wonders of healing and love among them,
but they would not trust or believe him. Jesus
knew by the cruel looks on the faces of all who
were gathered in the church, and who were
muttering angry threats against him, that he could
not win their trust or love. They hurried him
out to a rocky hillside, and would have huzled
him over the cliff, but something in his face, a
look not of earth, but of the power of heaven,
stayed their lawless hands, Jesus quietly w alked
from them—walked away forever. He went
from his old home to live among strangers.
He would never come to them again. He wanted
to gather them under his wings, even as a hen
gathers her chickens, and they would not.

We are his own. IHe would gather us under
his wings. He finds among us, as he daily walks
in our midst, those who thrust him away with
dislike, those who turn carelessly from him, and
those who would follow him closely forever,
turning from paths of selfishness to a path of
loving service. To which group shall we be-
long? To those who thrust him away ? To those
who turn carelessly from him? To those who
follow him closely ?

———

Whisper Songs for February.

FIFTH LESSON.

The Lord isour Shepherd,
His mercy

Lead through his green pastures
To heaven above.

and love

SIXTH LESSON,

The Lord, our Redeemer,
Who hears when we call,

Came down from his heaven
To die for us all.

SEV
The Lord is a Spirit
And ready to give
His life to our spirits,
That we, too, may live.

NTH LESSON,

EIGHTH LESSON.

The Lord is among us,

His voice we may hear ;
Let all little children

Who love him come near,

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

Order of Service
FOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT,
First Quarter,

Teacher, The Lord is my shepherd ;

(Tass, 1 shall nov want.

7' He maketh me to lie down in green pas-
tures :

', He leadeth me beside the still waters.

" 1e restoreth my soul :

. He leadeth mein the paths of righteousness
for his name’s sake.

7. Yea, though I walk though the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no evil :

" For thouart with me ; thy rod and thy staff
they comfort me.

7. Thou preparest a table before me in the
preserce of mine enemies :

. Thou anointest my head with oil ; my cup
runneth over.
" Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life :
And I will dwell in the house of the Lord
forever,
SONG OF PRAISE,

7. What is it to pray ?

(', To speak with our Father in heaven.

7. In what spirit should we come to him ?

¢, In the spirit of loving reverence.

7. Let us all pray. (It is well to vary this serv-
ice of prayer from time to time, Some-
times the teacher may lead in a concert
prayer; again, a little prayer may be
softly sung ; and now and then an echo
prayer may be offered. Always close the
service with the Lord’s Prayer.)

GiviNe SONG.

(The children never seem to tire of ¢ Hear the
pennies dropping,’’ sung as they march
past teacher, who holds the receptacle to
receive the offerings.)

BirTiDAY OFFERING,
LessonN Tavaeur,
Ecno PRAYER,

SinGiNG, (A motion song preferably.)

GoLpEN TEXT DRILL—SUPPLEMENTARY WORK.

Crosing Wonrps (said or sung).

“ Dear Saviour, ere we part,
We lift our hearts to thee,
In gratitude and praise,
For blessings full and free.

“ (o with us to our homes,
Watch o’er and keep us there,
And make us, one and all,
The children of thy care.”

MizpAH.
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The only Canadian Free Type Bar Machine and
The only Free Type Bar Visible Writing Machine

It costs less to begin with, turns out from thirty to fifty per cent. more work, can
be used hy anybody, for any class of work, and costs Nothing for Repairs
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PRICE THE LINOTYPE COMPANY

395.00 156 St. Antoine Street
BRANCHES :

39 Sparks 8treet, OTTAWA
85 Victoria Street, TORONTO “Montreal
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NEW GLASGCOW, N.8, or 127 STATE "’. BOSTON, Price, Cloth, $2,00; "'n'", Morocco, $3.25,
Postpaid,

For Over Fifty Years
MRS. wi ".LOWI' This Province is indebted to Mr, Read for many

valuable works of g biographical and historical
so o THING sYRUP character, among the carliest of which were his
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tllthln[ s00th, Aves of the Judges,” e pla 10 publie st
:‘,,‘:“,,,,g softens m:”.!::: while all H u‘,‘,‘ 'h: further in his debt by this excellent series of
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rfme'd,"‘;or diarrh®a, Twenty.five centa a bottle, Boid '"‘l’"“ V"ll'""l:' l\. 08 i M"'"}’ of 'grel&u.
o4 value in the bool : Sblendid series of portra
by all aruggista throughout the world, (some here published for the first time) executed
for the work by Mr. Laughlin, each with a fac-
simile n,'prm_lm-tiun of the autograph of the

Governor, Every Canadian library, public and
ALMA T"é!"".to‘awo E VOUNG p‘rlmlc, should mfm Mr. Read'’s new book,
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Address ; Principal Warner, St. Thomas, Ontario WILLIAM BRICCS, Wesiey Buildings, TORONTO
In ordering goods, Inquiry concernts anyihing advertised in this Magasine, VOu 1will oblige the
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COOKING OF MILKY FOODS

Souwenir

A Perfect
Stgggcss

\I RY cook appreci-
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ates, somewhat dis-

appointingly  too
often, the difficulty of
getting milky foods to
“do” just right.

Milk is of an impressionable nature and takes to itself every-
thing with which it is surrounded. If you've cooked a roast in the
oven previously the aroma remains usually in the oven and imparts
its flavor to the rice pudding or custard or other dish containing
milk that goes in next,

This trouble is overcome completely with an aerated oven.
Food cooked in this way is always surrounded by pure, fresh air.
There is a constant flow of this health-giving element in and out
all the time, making impossible the retention of any foul edors
to destroy the flavor of the most delicate and carefully prepared
dainty.

The Aerated Oven is found only in the Souvenir Range.
Sold Everywhere.
One will Last a Lifetime.

Che Gurney-Cilden €o., Limited,
wuo%:;o;otoﬁ;:t;:rulnand Winnipeg. ﬁammo", 0“‘.
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