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S LT US CONSIDER ONE ANOTHER TO PROVORE UNTO LOVE AND TO GOOD WORKS.)'—HEBREWS X. 21,

Vor. L MONTREAL, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, 1810,
DIVINITY. with their descendants of the Western Indics, la-

THHE WITNESSING CHHURCH.
A SERMON,
1Y TIE REV. JOUN HIARRIS.

s Ye are my wilnessesy .:u—ilh the Lord, that 1 am
God*—saiah xlii. 122,
fcoxTiNTED.)

111,

Now, it such be the design ot the charch, and
such its illustrative history, let us, thirdly, attempt
10 enforee that desien 3 and we shall find that the
motives of the Christian church, and its 1esponsi-
bility as a witness for God, ate greater now than
at any preceding patiod. Not only do all the ori-
winal motives to this duty existy but they existin
aggravated force, and others, in adidition, have
cume to reinforce them. . .

1. For insteuce, the first witmesses for Christ
required no higher motive 1o duty than the divine
command of their risen Loid. They no sooner
saw that hie designed his church to bear his testi-
mony to the world, than they hastened to obey.
Bretliren, that design is not merely essentially the
same—it is now more apparentthan ever.  Could
those first witnesses return o the clurch on earth
again, they would find thut the history of cvery
clhurch, since the time of Christ, had unceasingly
illustrated and enforced that d“i’i" without a mno-
ment’s intenmission. ¢ Ie that hath cars to bear,
let Lhim hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churehies®?  And this is the language of the Spi-
tity as he conducts us over the ruins of once flou-
rishing churches—+¢ Exist aggressively, or npt at
2ll. fichold in the state of every existing Chis-
tian church, an illustration of the principle, that
to act the cvangelical missionaty church isto
prasper—to neglect it, is to languish and perish.”

2, & Rut i3 there the same necessity for 3 wit-
nessing church now as at first > The wants of
the world aic more urgent than cver; or, what
amounts 1o the same thing in the matter ofour ze-
sponsibility, we ate better acquainted with them,
and our facilitics formeeting them, as far as Chris-
tian instrumentality can mcet them, are greater
than ever.  The map of the world, in the days of
the Aposties, was only the map of 2 province,
compared with that which lies open before us.
Fvety geographical discovery since, has only
served to enlarge our ideas of the great Satanic
empire. Oh! in what a small majority does the
Christian stand!  What a fearful expanse of datk-
ness around him —and that datkness how dense !
—and what hideous enormities docs it conceal!
There, cruelty has its chosen habitation, and feasts
{erpelully on human blood. There superstition

as its temples, and its factifices of human suffer-
ing, and its music of human groans. There, sin
has its uicsthood~—its ceremonial of mutder, and
its ritual of Just!

Bya rcr{ slight cflort of the imagination, we
can causz the hosts of evil to s before us—and
whiat 2 spectacle tobehold!  First,come the Jews
out of a)f nations under heaven, cach with a veil
over his heart, and stained with the blood of the
Just One.  Next, nominal Ciistians, by nyriads,
2nd from all patts of Europe, headed by onc who
drags 8 bible in triumph, o5 a daugerous book,
and embraces on image, or an amulet, instead.
Then comes the crescent of imposture, followed
by Tarkey and Petsia, by large tracts of India,

islands of the Eastern sea, Egypt and northern
Aftica, the inhabitants of the largest and the fair-
est portious of the glohe.  After these, the swar-
thy tribes of AMiica, contral, westem, aud southem,

den with the spells of witchcraft, and covered
with the charms of their Fetish worship. Now
come the aborigines of the two Americzs, ond the
islanders of the great Pacific—fiesh from the
scalp-dance, the cannibal feast, or the worship of
the snake-god. Next, the selfish Chinese, one-
third of the species—in appearance, all idolators—
in reality, all atheists—a world of atheists, to
whom all truth is a fuble, and all virtue a myste-
ry.  Last comes India—the nations of southern
Asia, and the many islands of the Eastein seay a
thousand tribes, including infanticides, cannihals,
and the offerers of human blood, dragging their
idol-rrods, an endless train, with Juggemaut at
their head, worn with the toil of their penances,
and marked with the seats of self-torture. And
who are these that close the train? “The Thuygs
of India, just discovered—a vast fraternity of sc-
cret murderess—the votaries of Kalee, who has
given one-half of the human race to be slaush-
tered for hier honour.  Ohy God, and is this thy
world ! Are these 2hy creatures! Where is thy
church? Oh, rightcous Fatler, the world hath
not known thee,and thy church, appointed to de-
clare thee, hath neglected to fultit her trust!
Chustians, did you count their numbers as they
passed?  Six hundred millions atleast.  Did you
ask yourselves, as they passed, whither they were
going? Follow them, and sce. Can you do so,
even in imagnation, without feeling an impulse
{o rush and erect the cross between them and ru-
in?  7That is your oftice—that is the great prac-
tical design for which the church exists, to goand
testify thus faithful saying, that Christ has come
fo save them all. ¢ Ye are my witnesses, szith
the Lord.?

3. And this reminds us of anotherinducement—
the testimony of the gospel is divinely adapted to
them. 1t is not the fearful burden of ?saiah,
threatening judicial blindness and bhardness of
heart, or we might hesitate to go. it 1s zospel.
ftis a message from Pity to Misery—an invitation
from Merey to Guilt.  Itisa giftfrom the fulness
of God to the emptiness of man. The witness for
Christ takes with him a treasure more precions
than the ancient Jew, could Ae have taken the
ark of the temple. Christian missionaries, you
take with you tears—the tears of incarnate com-
passion ; bfood, the expiatory biood of the Son of
God. 4 Before your cyes,”? said the Apostie to
the Galatians, “?lcsus Chiist hath been evidently
set forth, crucified among you.”? Brethten, you
zo 1o India with the cross, to repeat the scencsof

“alvary—to let the Hindoo see Christ crucitied
beforc his eyes. Do you fecl sufficiently the
grandeurof yourmessage T You goto Africa with
the identical gospel that Paul took to Rome.
You go to China with the identicat blessing that
Chist brought from heaven. Oh, it was the con-
sideration oftheir subject—its necessity, its adap-
tation, its infinite grace and glory, which fired
the Apostles—which mads them think hittle of
life it<clf, when this was at stuke—which made
them wonder that any should supposc that perse-
cution conld affright fhcm from their office —which
ﬁ:wc them the air of ambassadors, the port of

ings—which would have led them, if nccessary,
to contend! for precedence withan angel. Yougo
10 address & nature Whichy however depraved, was
originally pre-configured to the truth, and themes-
sage you hear is divinely adapled to the mozal
state which that depravity has created—and the
Spirit gocs with you to give it effect.  You goto
tel! the victims of imposture of essentin! truth— to
point the eye of the Hindoo widow from the corpse
of lier hushai 1 to Him who is the resurrection and
the life~to tell _the infanticide mother that she
may save hier offspring, and may press them to

lier heart—to tell the followers of Boodha of =
true incatnation—and the parched pilgrim of the
desert, of a well of Water that springeth up to
cverlasting life—and the devotee of the Ganges,
of the washing of regeneration, and the renewing
of the Holy Ghost—and the self-torturing votary
of cruelty, that the name of God is love—and the
self-immolating worshipper of Juggernaut, ot the
sacritice offered once for ally and of the blood
which cleanseth from all sin, Oh, find out the
nation where yuilt has been houtly accumulating
ever since the time of the deluge 3 and the com-
mand of Christ is, %Go to it And, having
gone, challenye them to produce the one guiltiest
man of their nation ; amr the command of Christ
isy 6¢ Offer him redemption through the blood of
tile cross.??  Have they, asmany of the nations
have, a tabulous tradition that such or such a ca-
vern is the mouthiof iell 7 Ask them to lead you
toit; for even there, could the dreadful spot te
found, i'our conunission would extend—to tne ve-
1y brink ; for He whom youpreach is able to save
even to that uttermost,

,Bretbren, in testifying to the necessity and di-
vinity of the gospel, you occupy higher ground
than did eventhe apostles. Sincetheir day, near-
ly cighteen hundicd years have added their tes-
timony to the fact, that man hy searching cannot
find out God—that spiritual deliverance, to he ¢f-
fectual, must come direct from heaven; and
neatly cighteen hundred years have only ssived
to demonstrate the sufliciency of the gospel reme-
dy. Guilt, which might destroy 2 world, has
been cancelled by it—iron chains ofsin have been
burst asunder—hearts filled with pollution, made
habitations of God—where Satan’s seat was, hap-
Py communities have been formed—earth has
been blessed hy it—and heaven has been hourly
growing louder in its praise. In afirming its nc-
cassily, then, 21l history is speaking in your voice ;
the nations that have perisged—-all the lo:t—rtise
up and confium your testimony, and urge you to
repeat it with a deeper, and yet deeper, emphasis,
And in procliming its eflicacy, the thousands
who, in cvery age, have been saved by it, urge
you o speak louder in its praise—the chorus of
all heaven comes to your aid, ascribing ¥ saiva-
tion to the Lamb that was slain.”

4. Again, think of the certainty that the testi-
mony of the gospel shall ultimately and univer-
saily prevail. - We do not undertake to say that
the present Xind of Christian instrumentality
alonc will cause it to prevail—that no new ma-
chinery, no miraculous ageney, will come to its
aid.  But, whatever the means employed, the
end will be mained—and gained as the Tesult of
all that had in any way been scripturally done to
obtain it—the ywospel, in the most enlarged sense,
shall be preached as a witness to all nations.

Where now is Diana of the Fphesians ? Where
now are Jupiter and the gods of Greece ?-—~and
where the whole Pantlicon of Rome? The fin
Chyistians testiticd against them, and thes vae
nished.  Wilnesses for Christ came to Britain—
and where now are Woden, and all the Saxon
gode, Tlessus, and 2l the more ancient and san.
guinary Tites of the Druids?  Brethren, tie idols
we assail have long since been touted; and the
sword we wicld routed them.  The gods of India
are thc same, under ditlerent names, which ltaly
and Grecce adored: the swotd of the Lotd chased
them from the west; and shall it do less now in
the East?  Many of them are alrcady fallen,
« el boweth down, aed Nebo stoopeth.?  Aud
the Christian missionary, approaching and stand-
ing before the most crowded temple and the firm-
est throne that idolutry boasts, is divinely war-
rantcd in taking up a burden against ity aud say-
ing, ¢ Thy davs arc numbered, and thine ead
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diaweth near.”  Yes, ifthere be stability i a di-
ving decree—meiit i the mediation of Christ—if
any truth in the doctrine of his regn—-any power
i the agency of Ins Spitit, the prediction shall he
tulnlled. Prior to the ultimate t:ivmph of the
gospel, imleed, unnumbered events may transpire
which have nat yet been concerved. Tt s possi-
bley even, that the aflairs ot the kingdom of Christ
may at times assume a doubtiul aspect, eud Ins
people may bemin to wonder how Ae can retiieve
them.  But he sces no dilficulty—he  feels no
perplesity. At any moment, he cun touch some
secret spring, which shally silently and impereep-
tibly, but most eflectuallyy change the wilole as-
pect of his affairs,  Looking on to the end, he sces
notlung desirable whick he hus nat fravided tor—
nothinadverse which he has not provided against.
The Listory of the woshiy to the latest period of
tirey is written already in his mind.  Every pro-
vnce ef sdolatry and ertor has s limit and its
eate appointed there. The anzel 1s alicady se-
Jeeted who shail eventually shout, ¢ Baby fon 1s
talten, is fallen,®*  The chorus is appointed whose
voices are to tesound, ¢ The hinzdoms of this
werld are become the hingdonis of cur Lond and
ot Lis Christ; and he shall reign for ever and
even’? ¢ And 1 heard, as it were, the votce of
« great maltitude, and as the voice of mauy wa-
tuts, and as the voice of mighty thundenngs, say -
sy Halleluia, for the Lord God Ommpotent
rigncth?  Brethren, it we listen, we can liear
that voice too: for even now are they rcheaning
tor the glorivus day—and every hour increases the
chorus, and every ccho that reaches us rebukes
our ulolence as witnesses for God, and proclaims
the dignity of our otlice, and the certainty of our
suceess.

5. And then, think what the consequences of
that success would be.  Civilization 2~ The mis-
stonary of the ctoss, indeed, is the missionary o!
civilization. This the gospel taught first at im-
perizl Rome—cleansing her amphitheatre of hu-
man blood 5 and evinang that her boasted cavili-
zatton had been only a splendid barbarism. Mo-
rality 2 The missionary of the cross is the mis-
sionary of morality. The gospel produced chasi-
ty cven in Judea, humility at Athens, chastity at
Corinthy humamty at Rome., And wherever it
has gone, in our own day, liberty, morality, edu-
cauon, the arts of civilization, and the blessings
of commerce, have followed in its tramn. It has
extinguished the fires of the suttee, called away
the cannthal from lus unholy feast, and among its
Yatest trophies are the broken slave-chains of a
million men. It clevates the habasian into a
man, and raises the man into a uscful member of
socicty. It turns the wandering horde of the wil-
demess into a civilized community, and calls it to
take rank among the nations. “Fliere is but one
a1t which the gospel docs not pramote: as the
peace-maker of the world, it steps between the
ranks of war, and, taking the weapons of death
away, it declares that men shell learn war no
more ; and, joining their hands inamity, it says to
themn, ¢Love as brethren.”  Oh! could mere
human civilization cffect results such as these,
how soon would her image be set up, and what
multitudes would fall down and worship? But
these are triumphs for the gospel alone, and tri-
umphs which it achicves incidentally, by aiming
at greater things than thesc,

The gospel is the power of God unto salvation.
1t raises the savage into the man, hy making hin
a new creature in Christ Jesus s it prrepares him
tor civilized socicty, by making him'a member of
a Christian chwich.  In the zcal of its nesw-found
oxistence, that church becomes a witness for
Chtist to others 3 the word of God saunds forth in-
to all the regions sound about ; and similar tri-
umpls result, only to be followed by similar o~
bouzs and ttiumplis 2gain.  Thus, every step of
present success is a new facility for a further ad-
vanc‘c, and an additional pledge of univasal tii-
wmnph,

Oh, there is a day—call it the millannium, or
by zny other name—there is a period yet destined
to bless the earthy when it shall no more be neces-
»ary to witness for God, for all shall know him;
the knowledge of his glory shall fill the earth, as
the waters cover the sea.  Happy state of Chris-
tian triumph !—a day without a cloud—~the re-
Joach of andolence wiped away from the church,
and of ignorauce from the world, Truth shall
hve completed the conquest of error—Chirist
shall hiave given law to the woild—znd, impress-

ing his image on every heart, shall receive the
homage of & renovated race.  Brethren, these are
visions—but they are the visions of God—and let
nothing rob us of the inspiration to be deriqu
from gazing at them. They are visions—but vi-
sions pamted by the hand ot God—dear, in every
age, to the chureh of God—gazed on, in death,
by the Son of God.  Yes, then they were brought
and set before him, and such was the joy with
which they filled him, that he endured the cruss,
despising the shame. — Theny on the lofty moral
clevation of the cross, all the ages of time, and
alt the triumphs of his churchy passed in review
befuie him. He saw our missionaties go forth in
lus name to distant climes—again he looked, and
saw them suiroanded by ten thousand canverts to
his grace.  He saw the vel fall from the heart ot
the Jews; and hcard their bitter mourning, as
they stood looking et Lhim whom they had picreed.
He saw Etlnopia stretching out her liands unto
God ; and heard her, as the slave-chain fell from
her loins, eaulting in a double liberty.  He heard
his name shouted trom land to land, as the watch-
word of salvation, and marked how its ¢very echo
shook und brouzht down the pillars of the empire
of sin.  Me saw the race of Ishmacly that now
traverses the desert tracts of Arabia—the costes
ol [adia, with their nunbers infinite—the nation-
al Chinesz—the Tattar horlles—the unknown and
snow-concealed inhabitants of the north—the
tiibes of Lutope—and all the islands of the sea;
he saw them flocking into his Kingdom—his grace
the theme of every tongue—his glory the ohject
of every eye.  He saw of the travail of his soul,
and was salisfied ; his soul was satistied!  Glori-
ous intimation! Even in the hour of its tratuil,
it was satisfied.  Weat an unlimited vision of hu-
man happiness niaist it have been! Happiness
not bounded by time, but filling the expanse of
ctemnity ! His prophetic eye caught, cven then,
a view of the infinite result in heaven! His car
caught the far, far-distant shout of his redcemed
and glosified cliurch, singing, < Worlhy is the
Lamb that was slsin ™  Brethren, if we would
<o justice to our oflice, as witnesses for God—if
we would catch the true inspiration of our work
—we, too, must often cross, as he did, the
threshold of etermty—transport outselves ten
thousand azes hence into the blessedness of hea-
ven, and behold the fruits of our instrumentality
there, still adding new joy to angels, new crowns
to Jesus, new tides of glory around the throne of
God. Realizing that scene, we should gird up
out Joins afresh, as 1f a new command had come
down from heaven, calling us by name to be wit-
nesses for God.
(Conclusion in our next.)

SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATIONS,

{FOR THE WESLEYAN.]

THE HARPS OF ZION:

REFLECTIONS SUGGESTED DY PASSAGES IN TIE
13711 Psarx.

A yone affecting picture, or one better caleu-
lated to subdue the haughty spitit, and bring down
every lofty imagination, cannot be conceived,
than the circumnstances in which the captive Is-
raclites were found, as contemplated “in this
Psalm. We hear the voice of their task-masters,
asking them, in their uncouth and barbarous dia-
lect, to sing onc of their national melodies: « For
they that wasted us required of us mirth, saying,
Sing us onc of the songs of Zion ;” and we see
the wretched captives looking up to the willows,
upon which their tuncless harps are suspended.
We sce them raise an imploring look 3 and while
they endeavour to awakentenderness in the hearts
of their revilers—¢ How shall we sing the Lord’s
song in a strange Jand’—the spirit of interceding
grace is poured foith upon us, and we are con-
strained to cry outy € Remember them, O Lord,

with the favour that thou bearest unto thy peo-{ birth

ple?? OLp MEN, tottering under accumulated
years and infirmitics, and beneath whose fcet the
grave is opening—YouxG NN and maidens, that
should, with harp and timbre), be making a joyful
noise unto the Lord their rock—Prixsts and Le-
viEs, who were wont to wear the linen ephod
and wait upon God in holy things—Prixcs an¢
Rurrrs, to_whom the tribes of the people had
looked up with veneration and Jove—all, all these

are now caplives in a strange couytry: far, far

from the cradle of their ancestors, from the land
which their forefathers tilled, und fiom the graves
of their houseliold. The recollection of former
days rushes upon them ; a thousand undefinable
sensations spring up in their leart ; the visions
and dreams ofa period never to return haunt their
memories ; and as these lead their thoughts, like
the footsteps of wanderers, through their once
beautitul temple, their splendid city, and their
ileasant fields and vineyatds, their last remaining
topes die within them 5 and the last vestiges ot
expectation are blotted out, even as images traced
upon the sand are washed away by the wavesand
hillows that roll over thens. ~¢ By the rivers of
Baby lon, there we sat down, yea, we wept, when
we remembered Zion.  We langed our hatps up-
on the willows in the midst thereof."

During their dispersion in Chaldea, the Jews
were accustomed to hold their relizious meetings
on the banks of the rivers. Ezekiely tov, beheld
his vision of living creatures and extrmordinary
wheels by «he river Chebac; and that of the ram
and he-goat was shewn unto Danicl, by the river
Ulai.  Indecd, this practice of assembling in such
places, for prayer and other forms of divine wor-
ship, was continued in the time of the Apostles,
as is evident from the hustory of Lydia’s conver-
sion : ¢ And on the sabbath day we went out of
the city by a river side,, where prayer was wont
to be made 3 and we sat down, and spake unto the
women which resorted thither,”—Acts avi. 13.

2he feclings and sentiments which the conduct o
the cxputriated Israclites evince, were awukened in
them by the love which they cherished for their
counlry.

Pure and unsophisticated patriotisi is arare and
inestimable vittue ; and differs as much from that
which assutnes its name and deforms its beauty,
as light does from darkness. Popular tumnit and
political ambition commonly take this werd into
their lips: and with it, do they try to cover their
unconstitutional designs 5 as the Sciibes and Pha-
tisees endcavoured, T»y wearing phylacteries, to
conceal their impiety. The disinterested love of
country never totally forsook the Jews—NaTron-
AL PRosPERITY passed away “like the moming
cloud and the early dew;? Prace, grieved at
behiolding Ephraim veaing Judah, and Judah vex-
ing Ephraimn, reluctantly retired ; and Renicton,
insulted in all her cercmonics and statutes, folded
herself up in the luminons cloud that dwelt ¢ be-
tween the Cherubim and Seraplhim,” and slowly
ascerded to heaven; but Parriorisy lingered
among them, as if unwilling 10 depart—sutsisted
amid the wreck of every other virtue—and, like
a solitary star, shed a pale light on the darkest
periods of their history.  GRix¥ now brought tears
to their eyes, as the 10d of Moses stirred up the
hidden fountains of the rock 3 and, theredore, they
wept while they < sat down?® <« by the rivers of
Babylon.? Evii vavs had come upen them, and
the springs of pleasure were all dried up; and,
therefore, they ¢ hanged their harps upon {he
willows ;? but when they werc asked to sing ¢ one
of the songs of Zion,” the Lovr of their country
animated their hearts, and enabled them to reply,
with all the fervour of patriots, ¢ If I forget thec,
O Jerusalem, let my right hard forget her cun-
ning.?> This virtue binds the Indian to his na-
tive place, althou,ih it be ¢ a waste howling wil-
derncss?’—it enables the Arab to discover variet
in the monotonous deserts through which he is
rerpclnally wandering—and it inclines the Lap-

ander to prefer his dwelling of ice and snow, 10
the most superb munsion that architecture could
erect. Patriotisin incited Quintus Curtius to leap
into the yawning gulf, which threatened to swal-
low up the republic; it impelled Winkelred to
fall upon the spears of the Austrians, at the battle
of Sempach, by which a breach was made for his
countrymen, that enabled them to gain a complete
victory ; and it exercises over cvery virtuous
man, a magnetic influence, that is constantly at-
tracting his aflections towards the place of kis

The love which the Israelites bore towards their
cou:dtry, caused them o weep when they remem-
bered it.

It was precious in their sight, because God had
promised it to them: first, in Abraham, (Gen. xii.
6, 7,) and a?in in Jacob, (Gen. xxviii. 13.) In
pursuance of these promises, Joshua, as captain ot
the host, led them into it ; during the administra-
tion of Solomon, they enjoyed full and peaceable
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possession of it; and it shone forth among their
types and figuresy as an emblem of heaven, the
incorruplible inheritance which the Lord had laid
up for them. They wept for the distressed state
of their chiurch and country ; they wept at the
remembrance of their religions enjoyments 5 they
wept on account of their past unfoithfulness; the
looked upon their harps, hanging upon the wii-
lows, and they remembered the pleasure swhich
thiey often detived from making € a joyful noise
unto the Lord, the King 3> and then they litted
up their voices and wept.

Their gricf was so inlense, that it constrained
them to hang up their harps upon the willotes.

Solowuon, in order to deseribe the church in a
prosperous state, employs the following beautiful
imagery : ¢ The flowers appear on the earth; the
time of the singing of birds is come, and the voice
of the tustle is heard in our land. " This capti~
vating group of metaphors sets forth the loveli-
ness which the church displays, and the joy which
she diffuses, when the pleasure of the Lord is
prospering in her hand, and the light of his coun-
icnance shining upon her head.  But now, her
glory 1s turned into shame—ler beauty is like a
woth-eater garment—and the sound of lamenta-
tion is heard in all her borders.

The harp is a musical stringed instrument, of
great antiquity, of a triangular form, and played
with the fingers. The ancient Hebrews cafled
the-harp, the pleasant harp 3 and not only employ-
¢ed it in their devotions, but in their entettainments
and pleasures. Upon this instrument none could
Play so skilfully as the inspired minstrel, David ;
in this resgcct, as well as in many others, did he
excel all his contemporaries; no sword spread
such havoc among #1ihe armies of the aliens, as
did his ; nor was there among all & Tne nares
oF Zion,” one that breathed such divine melody
as did his harp.  While walking through the sa-
cred scriptures, (the streets and courls that are
round_about Jerusalem,) we meet with the royal
wnusician at cvery step 3 and while our ears listen
with delight to the sublime odes which he is con-
tinually performing, our souls partake of the rap-
ture which the Apostle experienced when he
heard ¢ the voice of harpers harping with their
harps ;* and singing < as it were a new song be-
fore the throne, and before the four heasts, and
the elders.> Hence, in the 434 Psalin, we sce
him going up to the tabernacle, and uttering alond
bis determination to serve the Lord: ¢ Then will
1 go unto the altar of God, unto God my exceed-
ing joy ; yea, upon the harp will I praise thee,
O Gody my God.”> We are at a loss for words to
express our admiration of this inimitable bard,
when we hear him, in the 57th Psalm, thus ap-
P2aling to his instrument, and striving, as it were,
to endue with vocal power, each of its speechless
cords: ¢ Awake up, my glory; awake psaltery
and Aarp; I myself will awake eatly.” Nor
can we be accused of indulging pious reveries,
while we venture to say, that the sweet singer
of Israel is now, probably, the leader of the ce-
lestial choirs, and ¢the chicf player upon string-
ed instruments”—the foremost among those who
“stand on the sea of glass’ thatis < mingled
with fire,” and that have < the harps of God” in
their bands.

. At the various religious festivals, and on all
joyful occasions, < Tk namrs or ZioN” were
tastefully decorated with flowers; but in the in-
stance under our consideration, they were braided
with cheins, and consigned to sorrow. The re-
moval of musical instruments, or ceasing to play
them, always denoted grief or heavy calamity’:
hence Jeremizh says, < The eldets have ceased
from the gate, and the young men fiom their mu-
sic” Jer.v. 14. Againy—Ezekiel, foretelling
the desolation that should come upon Tyrus,
makes use of these words: ¢ 1 will cause the
noise of thy songs 1o cease ; and the sound of th
harps shall be no more heard.”? Ezekiel xxvi. 1
Further,—asa proof that « Tux nanrs or Zox,”
hanging upon the willows, proclaimed, by their
silence, that religion was in a very low state, we
need only subjoin a part of one of the remarkable
visions sccn by the beloved Exile of Patmos:
¢“And 2 mighty angel took up a stone, like a2

at mill stone, and cast it into the sea, saying,

us, with violence, shall that great city Babylon
be thrown down, and shall be found no_more at
all ; and the voice of harpers and musicians, and
of pipers, and trumpeters, shall be heard no more
at all in thee.” Rev. xviii. 21, 22.

But ¢ Tux ianes or Z1on» were not hid in
the bushes, nor concealed in the hollows of the
tocks, much less destroyed.  No—-they were on-
lf' ¢ hanged upon the willows,” that the sight of
them miﬁnt suitably nffect their hearts.  Tue de-
jected captives had nesther power nor inclination
to be merry 5 God had turned their feasting into
mourning, and their songsinto weeping ; but still,
though cast down, they were not destroyed § but
entertained a hope that the Lord would be gra-
cious unto them—make hare his arm for their de-
liverance~restore them unto theirown land—and
again open their lips, that their mouths might
shiew forth his praise.

Heaven is the country which the Lord has
promisei to us; and he is now preparing it for our
receplion, I.Cor.ii. 9. The prospect of entering
into this delightful country comforted the saints
underall their trials, Heb, xi. 13-16 3 and, through
the mercy of God, cvery one who condescends to
"ead this page, may be able to exclaim, with St.
Paul, & Our light alfliction, which is but for a mo-
ment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and
eternal weight of glory : for we know that if our
earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved,
we have a building of God, an house not made
with hands, eternal in the heavens.’? Let us,
then, remove our harps from the willows, tune
them {o the praises of God, and ascend to his ho-
ly hill and taberacle, singing,—

¢ The men of grace have found

+ lory begun below ;
Ceclestial fruit, on earthly ground,

From faith and hope may grow ;
‘Then let our songs abound,
And every tear be dry 2
We're marching throuzgh Immanucl’s ground,
To fairer worlds on high. °
ANicus.

——————————————————————
ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY.

CHRISTIAN DISPENSATION.
[coxTIiNvED.]

Oux last number brought the history of the
Church down to the death of the apostate Empe-
ror Julian, in 365, and the aboitive altempt of the
Jews to rebuild their temple. The conversion of
Constantine, while it terminated the persecutions
which the church had so Iong endured, and gave
security and honours to itsninisters and members,
introduced a laxity of morals, ard & state of effe-
minancy and luxn?' inconsistent with the spiritu-
ality and purity of the divine religion of the Sa-
viour. 1 have been long convinced, says Mr.
Wesley, ¢ from the whole tenor of Ancient His-
tory, that this'very event, Constantine’s calling
himself a Christian, and pouring that flood of
wealth and honour on the Christian church, the
Clergy in particular, was productive of more evil
to the church, than all the Ten Persecutions put
togethier. From the time that power, riches, and
honour of all kinds, were heaped upoa the Chris-
tians, vice of all kinds came in like a flood, both
on the Clergy and laity. From the time that the
Church and State, the kingdom of Christ and of
the world, were so sirangely and unnaturally
blended together, Christianity and Heathenism
wecre so thoroughly incorporated with each other,
that they will hardly ever be divided, till Christ
comes to reign upon earth.”?

The attempts of Julian, during his short reign,
to revive and restore the ancient superstition of
the empire, drew a cloud over the temporal glo-
ries of the church. The fundamental principles,
however, of the Christian docttine (continues Mo-
shcim,) were presetved hitherto uncorrupted and
entire in most churches, though, it must be con-
fessed, that they were often explained and de-
fended in a manuer that discovered the greatest
ignorance, and an utter confusion of ideas. The
disputes carried on in the council of Nice, con-
cerning the three persons in the Godhead, afford
a remarkable cxample of this, particularly in the
lm&u and explanations of those who nrpmved
of c‘szcisions of that council. So little light,
precision, and order, reigned .in their discourses,
that they appeated to substitute three gods in the
place of one.

Nor did the evil end here; for those vain fic~
tions, which 2n attachment to the Platonic philo-

sophy, and to popular opinions, Lad engaged the

?tcatcst part of the Christian doctors to adopt L=
ore the time of Constantine, were now couhimed,
calarged, and embellished, in various ways. From
henee arose that extravagant verneration for de-
parted saints, and those absurd notions of a certain
lire destined to purify separate souls, that now
prevailed, and of which the public marks were
cvery where to be scen.  Hence, also, the celi-
bacy of the priests, the worship of iinages and re-
lics, which, in process of time, almost utterly de-
stroyed the Chuistian religion, ory at least, eclipsed
its lustre, and corcupted its very essence in the
most deplorable manner.

An enormous train of different superstitions were
gradually substituted in the place of true religion
and genuine picty. This odious revolution was
owing to a vatiety of causes, A ridiculous pre-
cipitation in receiving new opinions, a preposter-
ous desire of imitating the agan tites, and of
blending themn with the Christian worship, and
that idle propensity, which the generality of man-
kind have towards a gaudy and ostentatious reli-
gion, all contributed to establish the reign of su-
perstition upon the uins of Christianit‘{. Ac-
cordingly, frequent pilgrimages were undertaken
to P'alestine, and to the tombs of the martyrs, a8
if there alone the sacred principles of virtue, and
the certain hope of salvation, wete to be acquired.
The reins being once let loose to superstition,
which knows no bounds, absurd notions, and idle
ceremonies, multiplied every day. Quantities of
dust and earth brought from Palestine, and other
places rematkable for their supposed sanctity,
were handed about as the most powetful remedies
against the violence of wicked spirits, and were
sold and bought every where at enormous prices.
The rublic processions and supplications, by which
the Pagans cndeavoured to appease their gods
were now adopted into the Christian worship, and
celebrated with great pomp and magnificence in
several places. The virtues that had formerly
been ascribed to the heathen temples, to theirlus-
trations, to the statues of their gods and heroes,
were now attributed to Christian churches, to wa-
ter consecrated by certain forms of prayer, and to
the images of holy men. And the same privile-
ges, that the former enjoyed under the darkness
of Paganism, were conierred upon the latter un-
der the light of the gospel, or, rather, under that
cloud of superstition that was obscuring its glory.
It is true, that, as yet, images wete not very
common ; nor were there any statues at all. But
it is, at the same time, as andoubtedly ¢ ‘rtzin, as
it is extravagant and monstrous, that the worship
of the martyrs was modclled, by degrees, accord-
ing to the religious services that were paid to the
gods before the coming of Christ,

From these facts, which are but small speci-
mene of the state of Christianity at this time, the
discerning reader will easily perceive what detri-
ment the church received from the peace and
prospetity procured by Constantine, and from the
impruadent methods employed to allure the differ-
ent nations to embrace the gospel. The brevity
we have proposed to observe in this history, pre-
vents our entering into an ample detail of the d.s-
mal effects which arose from the progress and the
bane‘f1 ul influence of superstition, now become uni-
versal.

This, indeed, among other unhappy cffects,
gggned 2 wide door to the endless frauds of those

lious impostors, who were so far destitute of all
principle, as to entich themselves by the ignorance
and errors of the people. Rumours were artfully
spread abroad of prodigies and miracles to be seen
in certain places, (a trick often practised by the
heathen priests,) and the design of these reports
was to draw the populace, in multitudes, to these
places, and to impose upon their credulity. These
stratagems wete generally successful; for the ig-
norance and slowness of apprehension of the peo-
rle, to whom cvery thing that is new and singu-
ar appears miraculous, rendcred them easily the
dupes of this abominable artifice. Nor was this
all; certain tombs were falsely given out for the
sepulchres of saints and confessors; the list of the
saints was augmented with fictitious names, and
even tobbers were converted into martyrs. Some
buried the bones of dead men in certain retived
rlaccs, and then affirmed, that they were divine-

adonished, by a dream, that the body of some
riend of God lay there.  Many;, especially of the
monks, travelled through the diflerent provinces ;
and not only sold, with the most frontless impu-

dence, their fictitious relics, but also deceived the
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eves of the multitudes with Indicrous combats
with evi spants or geants .\ whale volume would
be tequisite to contain an enumeration of the va-
rons frauds which witful knaves practised, with
suceessy to delude the ignorant, when tiue religion
was almost entitely superseded by honid super-
stitton.

From this period, and dwing the succeeding,

10060 y cars, the history of the church is blotted,
in every page, by the record of heresies, supersti-
tions, cruclties, immoralitiesyor war,  They were,
inceed. ages of darkuess amd conuplion to the
clinich  “Ihe transfer ot the sceplie (says Croly)
tn the 1last had larzely increased the influence of
the Ronan See.  Veneration for his spiri ual of-
nee pointed out the Bishop of Rome as the natu-
ral mediator with the barbarians, the protector of
the ciyy and the repaesentative of its distant mo-

THE WESLEYAN.

!holy Archbishop and Patrisreh of Rome*?  They

“were furnished withan imperial rescript, detailing
: the controversyy expressmy, ¢ the Emperor®s anx-
Jdety, in all instances, to communicate matters
“touching the General Church to his Holiness,”
rand declating, ¢ that for the purpose of preserv-
ng the mity of the Apostolic Sce, and the exist-
ing establishment of t‘\c holy Churches of God,
he had lost no time in subjectng and uniting all
Fthe priesthood of the untire E wtto his Holiness.”
‘The rescript further declared the Roman Bishop
& Head of all the Churches 3 and concluded by
makinz the ¢ hinowledge of the dactrine held by
his Huliness, the stumlatd of the Laithy and source
of unity to all the Ghristian world,”

‘This momentous paper was not left to the du-
bious fate of the royal archives, 'The doctrine
that the Pope was « the Universal Bishop,® was

march. But adarker temptation than this huuour-',“"o“"‘ iuto the shape of law ;5 the substince was

Wbl ~ufinwze of the peopley soon arose.  Rome
and Censtantineple —the one, proud of the inpe-
tial residence, the other of its ancient sovereignty
—disptted the pimacy of Chiistendom.  The
smni of ambitien spread 3 and, after long and fac-
tious struggles, the oouncil of Chalcedon recog-
nized the tive patiiarchates of Rome, Constanti-
nople, Alexandria, Antiochy and Palestine,  Leo,
the Roman Bishop, protested in vain against the
equahity of the Bishop of Constatinople s the
Epovr sided with the Councile But the papal
ower was already fined on a foundation nut to
{m shaken by councils or emperors. The 1ifth
cantury had beeun from the beginning one ficree
convalsion, The Northern Iuvasions had often
clouded Rome altogether from the sight of the so-
vereigns of Coustantinople.  When peace came,
less a temission of warythan a pause for whetting
the blunted sword, and re-nerving the batbarian
arm; the allegiance of the man who held the keys
of Rome wasnot to be lost for points of ceremony:,
An additional souarce of power was found in the
quarrels of the Eastern Secs, of which the rank
and remoteness of the Pope mnade him the frequent
vibiter.  He thus rose, until the edict of Justinian
at length sclemnly conterred the fatal and guilty
title, which hirst fixed lam within sight of em-
re.

Fortune had made Justinian an empetot, ne-
cessity had made him a wanior and legislator,
but nature had made hima monk. e bronght
to the throne the prejudices of the cloister and at
the head ot a domanton, sull the stateliest and
most powerful of the ecarthy zave himselt up to
the Lopeless perplexities and bitter persoual vin-
dictiveness of monkish controversv, ¢ The Em-
peror,i? 1s the exclamation of Ins mdignant con-
temputely, Ssits hhe a pnvate man, closeted
whole mights with old priests, duig nothung but
torping over church writings.”®>  The perpetual
teuds of Constantinople gave ample employment
10 this midnight dilizence.  But they wete all
suddenly cclipsed by the hoider novelty of Nes-
tetenisine A pecaliar homageto the Viran Ma-
1v had been o7 some time growing up in the
East; it bad at length approached to divine wor-
shup, and the Virgin was named & The Mother of
God ! Nestorius, a Synan Bhshop, distmzuish-
ed for leamning and cloquence, fearlessly pro-
nounced the doctrine imjuous: and, even n the
heating of the pzlace, deciated that “hie Vagin
Mary was but the mother of Christ i the haman
nature 3 and that the divine nature, however lays-
teriously joined {o ity could, as Cndy neither be
born nor die.  Justinizn pluaged headlong nto
this sacred war; perseention soon reinforced his
argument fur the divine maternity, and, by an
imperial decree, he laid Nestorias and his disci-
ples under the spiritual ban.  Some of the ana-
thematized, in theis distress, appealed to the com-
mon arbiter, Rome. To govern Ly attifice was
the pride of the Empetor; and tus unkmglf' craft
ted him to the eatraordinary concesuon of the Pa~
yal supremacy—a measure pregnant with clemal
givision 1o iis empire, hopeless schism to his reli-
piod, and still deeper and datker consequences to
tiie world. Ancient Romne had reigned for more
than twelve Lundred years. But the pen which
wrote the decree of Justinian was to give birth to
the dominion of another Rome of 2 still longer du-
ration, armed with a stemer power, and using it
with a2 more unchangeable and remorseless pres-
sure on mankind.

In the beginning of the memarable year 533,
Justinian sent two of the Eastern Bishops, as his
¢nvoys, 10 state his case before Johny ¢ the most

repeated in the vaiious forms of the Justinian
Code, and waz thus made general and immortal.

t may e hopeless now to detect the entire mo-
tives of this vast concession in the subtle, yet fee-
ble system of the imperial policy. The chances
of the Vandahic war, which he was about to com-
menee, and which must have made the eatine-
tion of the religious fends of Constantinople more
importe=t than'cver; the hope of retaining an in-
terest in the heatt of Italy, which it was the im-
perial purpose to reconquer 3 or that common fren-
2% which nihes the true polemic think ali sacri-
fice cheap for the triumph of words; all might
have arged Justinian to purchasc the voice of
Rome,  But, however worthiess the motives, the
act was done, authentic and unquestionable, sanc-
tioned by all the furms of state, and never abro-
zated—the act of the first potentate of the world.
If the supremacy over the churel: of God had been
I for man to give, itwmight have been given by the
j unnivalled sovereignty of Justinian,

From this cra the Church of Rome dates the
earthly acknowledgment of her claim. lIts hea-
venly authority is referred to the remoter source
of the Apostles. But the turbulence of the period
was adverse to all titles but those of the sword.
Fifty years had scarcely passed before the Patri-
arch of Constentinople dared to assume the name
of ¢ Universal Bishop.™ He found in Gregory
the Great an antagonist, who ficreely resisted the
usurpation : pronouncing, whether in the heedless
wrath of controversy, or in the more unaccounta-
ble ignorance of his own distinctions, that to ar-
rogate the name of ¢ Universal Bishop,” wus to
he Antichrist.  But the oversight was soun repair-
ed.  Boniface the "Third obtained from the Em-
peror Pliocas the recognition of the original title;
and the Bishop of Counstantinople was consignec
to the sccund rank, until the remaining union of
the churches was at ar end.

—_— 1

BIOGRAPHY.

MEMOIR OF TUE HON. ROBERT DOYLE.

Ropent Bovre was a philosopher, who ranked
with Bacon and with Newton; he was the se-
venth son ot the celebrated Earl of Cork, and was
tom at Lismore, in Iteland, Janumy 26, 1626,
the year that Bacon dicd. He was committed to
the care of a country nurse, with instructions to
bring kim up as hardy as if he had been herown
son. % For his fathery® he tells us, ¢ had a per-
fect aversion for the fondness of those parants,
which made them breed their children so nice and
tenderly, that 2 kot sun or a good shower of rain
5 much endangess them, as if they were made of
huiter or of sugar.”  He thus gamed a strong and
vigotous constitution ; which, )w\vevcr, he after-
watds lost in a considerable degree, by its being
treated too delicatelye  'When hewas about three
years old ke lost his'mother, who was a most ac-
complished woman ; and whom he regrets on that
account, hecause he did not know her. A second
misfortune was, that he learned to stutter, by
mocking some chilidren of his own age, of which,
though no endeavours were spared, he could never
be perfectly cured. Eton has the honour of his
carly cducation, which was perfected by private
witors, and lastly at Geneva. After having tra-
velled over various parts of the continent, he set-
tled in England, and devoted himse!f to science,
especially to natural philosophiy and to chemistry 3
aud till the close of his existence, ho untemitting-
iy persevered in his scientific pursuits, Of the
l{oyal Socicty ¢ was one of the first members;
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hut he declined the office of President, as he did
alsn that of Provest of Liton College.  Philosophy,
however, d:1 not wholly engross his tinme ; mnch
of his leisure was given 1o theologieal studies, to
the comiposition of mural and religious warks, and
to the advancement of religion: for which latter
object he expended wvery considerable sums.
Among his pious acts, was the founding of o lec-
ture for the defence of natural and revealed reli-
giun, As an caperimental plulosopher, he dise
played indefatizable ardour, amd uncomimon pe-
uetration and skill 5 and he, undoubtedly, opened
the way to many modern discoveries.  As a man,
his character was of the most estimable kind ; his
manners were singulady null and coutteous, and
he possessed piety without bigotry, learning with-
out arrogance, and charity without ostentation.
Bovle wis never married.  He died on the 30th
of December, 1691, a week after his favourite sis-
ter, Lady Ranclagh, to whom he was affection-
ately attached, and with whom he had Yived for
the most part of ncarly halfa century,

¢ His knowledge,” says Bishop Burnet, ¢ was
of so vast an extent, that if it were not for the
vatiaty of vouchers in their several sorts, 1should
be afrand to say all I know. He cairied the study
of the Hebrew very far into the rabbinical writ-
ings, and the other Orientel tongues, He had
tead s¢ much of the fathers, that he bad formed
a clear judgment of all the eminent ones; be had
read a vast deal on the Scriptutes, had gone very
nicely through the various controversies in reli-
gion, and was a truc mastee of the whole body of
divinity 5 he entertained so profound a venesation
for the Deity, that the very name of God was ne-
ver mentioned by him without a pause, and a vi-
sible stop in his discourse in which Sir Peter
Pett, who kuew him far almost forty years, ate
firms, that he was so cxact, that he did not re-~
member him once to fail in it. To those who
conversed most with him in his inquiries into na~
ture, it was obvious tnat it was his leading object
in thaty on whicli, as he had his own eye con-
stently fixed, so he took care to put others often
in mind of it, viz. to raise in himself and others
more exalted thoughts of the greatness and glory,
and wisdom and goodness of the Deity. Such
was the impression of this upon hisown mind, that
he concluiles the article of his willy which b, a
treforence to the Royal Soziety, in these watds:
¢« Wishing them also a hoppy success in their
laudable attempts to discover the true nature of
the works of God, and praying that they, and all
other scarchers into physical truths, may cordial-
ly refer their attainments to the glory of the great
Author of nature, and o the comfost of mankind,*?
His chantics were princely, and of which some
notice has been alrcady taken, in lis efforts for
disseminating the knowledge of the gospel in va-
rious parts, He expended seven hundied pounds
in printing an cdition of the bible in the native
Irish, 2nd having it distributed amonyg those whe
spoke .

He contributed larzely {o an impression of the
Bible in Welsh; 214 during his life, he contnbu-
ted three hundted pounds annually to advance the
design of propagating Christianity in Ametica.
His liberality, also, towards such literary persons
as nceded his assistance, was extraordinary ; and,
according to Bishop Bumet, who was often his al-
toner, for several years before his death, he dis-
tributed one thousand pounds 2 year among the
French refugees, who had fled from that country
to escape persecution, and others who had taken
refuge in England from the calamities of Ireland.
And in 2ll his charitics he adlicred as strictly as
posstble to the injunction of his divine Master,
< Let not thy left l!mnd know what thy right hand
docth.? The works of this eminent phﬁoso her
were collected and printed in five volumes folio,
London, 17443 and a valuable abridgment has
been published by Dr. Shaw, in three volumces
quarto. L. )

By a codicil annexed to his willy i 1491, hLe
provided for the delivery of an annual course of
cight sermons, since called < Boyle’s Lectures,’?
whose design, as cxpressed by the institutor, is to

rove the truth of the Christian religion against
infidels, without descending to any controvesies
among Christians, and to answer new difficulties,
scruples, &c. For the support of this lecture he
assigned the rent of his house in Crooked Lane,
tosome Jearned divine within the preciacts of
London, to be_elccted for a term not exceeding
three ycars. But the fund proving precarious,
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the salary was ill paud; to remedy which incon-
vennee, Archhishop Tennison procured a yearly
stipend of fifty pounds forever, to be paid quarter-
Iy, chareed on a farm in the patish of Brill, in the
county of Bucks. 'T'o tlus appontment we are
wdebted for many eacellent defences of natural
and 1evealed religion,—En. Rele Knowledge,

e_g—____—‘-——#

The Weslepan.

MONTREAL, THUSDAY, OCTOBER 13, 1810,

Havisc, in our recent ¢ Supploment,” informed
out friends and the public of the dissolution of the
union between the British and Upper Canadian
Wesleyan Conferences; and having published,
from the ¢ Minutes,” the entire procecdings of
the British Confeience in relation to that sulject;
we shall at present forbear entering further into
particulars, and wait the result of the meeting of
the Canaldian Conference, which is announced to
take place on the 22d instant.

We cany however, assure the members and
friends of both connexions, that on our part, and
especially on the part of uur esteemed brother, the
Rev. Mr. Stinson, every cffost will be made to
effect 2n amicable arrangement of such matters as
remain to be adjusted, of a local nature, that the
least possible injury to the cause of religion nay
zesult from the separation of the two bodies: and
that it will be the carnest endcavour of the agents
of the British Connexion in this province, to
maintain that ¢ friendly relation® with the Mi-
nisters and members of the Upper Canada Confe-
rence, ¢ which ought to exist between 2ll parts
of the Wesleyan family.”?

We have also gledly availed ourselves of the
< Supplement,?® to publish the Annual Pastoral
Address of the British Conference to the Wesley-
an Societies throughiout the world: a document,
which, on account of the vatious important sub-
jects which it embraces, end the sound and prac-
ucal views of religion and moials, and of the du-
ties and obligations of professing Christians, which
it unfolds, is desarving the serious perusal of the
persons to whom it is addressed, and, indeed, of
Cluistians of all denominations.

Berrisit axp ForeieN Bisne Soctrrye=—At 2
meeting of the Committec of this noble institution,
held Januaty 6th, 1810 with a view of most ef-
fectually counteracting the infidel efforts of the
advocates of Socialism, and ¢ meeting the exi-
sencies of the present times,” by, a wider circula-
tion of the Holy Scriptures throughout the United
Kingdom ; it was resolved to reduce the price of
the Nonpareil Bible (in sheep) to 1s. 6d., and the
Brevier Testament to 6d. In pursuance of this
resolution, during the ensuing five months, the
Society issued 117,109 Bibles, and 170,643 Tes-
taments—at a loss, however, of £10,832 10s, 9¢.
Tu meet this loss, the fricnds of the Bible cause
in London, resolved to creale a specinl fund.
This gencrous proposal originated with the South-
watk Auxiliary Society, the members of which
responded to the call of their Comunittee, by extra
donations amounting to ncarly £1000; and it was
believed that, by other Auailiaries following their
example, the whole amouat of loss occasioned by
the recent reduction in price, would be made up.
The best book among books is now the cheapest
book in the world !

In the reign of Edward I., the price of a fairly
written Bible was {wenfy-scven pounds, The hire
of . ‘“ourer was but three halfpence per day.
The purchase of & copy would, of course, have
taken such a person the ea nings of fifieen years
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and thiee months of constant labour. A Bible
may now he purchascd for cighteen pence, which
a child nay now earn in a day ! For this we are
indebted, tbrough the good providence of God, to
the discovery of the art of printing, and the Bii-
tish and Foreign Bible Socicty.

Missios 1o tue Hupson's Bav TeraiTory.—
We are happy to inform our readers, that a letter
has been received from the Rev. Jasmes Bvaxs,
Superinlendant of Wesleyan Missions in Hudson”s
Buy Zerritory, dated 2d July.  He had proceed-
cd, with his wife and daughter, about 3000 miles
since leaving Montreal, and had antived within
about a day’s journcy of his destined station, all in
good heaith. He expected, after making some
domestic arrangements there, to proceed on a visit
to York House Station, on Hudson’s Bay, While
toiling in the inclement regions of the noth, to
spread the Gospel of God our Savieur among its
barbarous inhabitants, he earnestly solicits the fer-
vent prayers of the friends of Missions, for the
success of himeelf and his colleagues, expecting
and desinng no rest until they find it in heaven,
We have also heard that, through the good provi-
dence of God, the Rev. G. Barxtey reached his
station, at Moose Factory, in safety.

Since the above was written, we have received
a long and interesting letter from the Rev. M.
RuxpLe, connected with the above Mission, who
had reached Norway House in safety, and who
was about proceeding to his station, 1000 miles
further into the interior.

Dunixe the proceedings of the late Annual
Conference, Dr. Buxring moved for permission to
wntroduce the two Ashantee Princes who were
then in Newcastle. ‘Fhis was most readily grant-
ed, and the Princes, with their travelling Tutor,
the Rev. Tuosas Pyse, took their seats on the
platform.

The PRESIDENT, in addressing them, expressed
his satisfaction at seeing them, as coming from 2
far distent Jand, where the Methodist Society had
long had, still had, and was about to have, still
more numerous Missions. He trusted they would
go back to their own country, with favourable
tmpressions as to this country,~—as a free, happy,
and industrious country, and, more especially,
that they would sce that the religion which is
here taught and professed, had made England
what it was. That it was a holy and happy reli-
gion, and tended to the fustherance of happiness
among men.

The Rev. THoMas PyNc, in rising to reply,
stated, that he belicved it was the sincere desire
of the young men who accompanied him to do

d to their country. He believed that they
thought religion to Lo the source of all good to a
country, and that they were grateful to the Wes-
leyan Methodists, an esrccially to their Mission-
aty Society, for what they had done for their
country, and especially to A hantec, and would
do all they could to further the ohjects of the
mission, He hoped that the Conference and the
British ;l)'ublic woulid not lose sight of them, but
follow them with their prayers. He was glad
that they were to retumn to their own country in
company with Mr. Freeman, and the Missionaries
who would be sent out with him. In conclusion,
he observed, that he hoped the time was not far
distant, when all Christians would learn to love
onc another, and that as there was no hostility
between the Methodist Society and the Establish-
¢d Church, so there would be an harmonious feel-
ing between all rcligious bodies, which should
compel the world to say : ¢ Sec how these Chris-
tians love one another.” ~

Beware oF Law!!!—The following fact may
be relied ony as shewing the process and result of
a certain law proceeding, which took place not
long since, in this province. The partics shall be
nameless.

Mr. Y. sued Mr, Z. for £10, with intetest £2
12s. 6d. ; for which the defendant had given lus
note. ‘T'he expense in obtaining judgment was
£7 12s,, and interest after judgment £4 5s.:
making a total of £21 93,64,  Defendant’s move-
ables were sold at sherill’s sale for £20 11s, 61, :
which, deducting £8 17s, 9d., expense attending
sale, left £15 11s. 9d. still owing by defendant,
Three lots of land, of 100 acres each, were then
sold for £23¢ whicl, deducting £9 8s.6d,, ex-
pense ofsale, met the sherifl*s demand within 3d.y
which was paid by defendant’s attorney, to pre-
vent the sale of the fourth lot of land.  So that, to
meet the whole demand of the original debt of
ten pounds, with interest and law expenses, Mr.
Z. had to sell groperty to the amount of forfy-five
pouadsy cleven shallings and suepence, which was
not ene half its value!

Lonup Denuas—Without oflering any opinion
of our own on the private life, or public and polj-
tical conduct, of the deceased nobleman, we put
the following on record, to shew the extreme
views of political partizans, and how questionable
and unenviable is posthumous fame :—

The noble Eail was not an angel, but a frail
man, of no very high order ofintellect. Feclle
and ambitious, he cultivated his small talents to
the highest point of which they were capable;
and feeling that they did not gain for him the prize
to which he thought his abilities, and zeal, and
sacrifices, entitled him—his defensive pride,
alarmed, took the form of haughtiness and arro-
gance, as defensive pride commonly does when
so irritated ~—Standard,

He has finished a busy and not unimportant ca-
reer, but one in which the vanity of human ambi-
tion, and the bitterncss mixed up with it, are both
strongly marked.  His lordship wes pre-eminent-
ly 2 disappointed man 3 and although the traces
of his violent and headstrong spirit ure still visi-
ble in the position of parties, it would be difficult
to joint to one really uscful object which he has
accomplished—Record.

We have reason to know, that, since his with-
drawal from public affairs, he has expressed an
intense patriotic interest in the settlemnent of the
Canada question, and a disintesested anxiety not
to ~llow any private considerations to interfere
with its satisfactory adjustment.  Mis heart was
in the cause of his country. Such a man the
country could ill spare—according to our short-
sighted views.—Patriot.

e ———

LITERARY NOTICE.

Trig ConsriTeTioN oF Man, considered in reludion
{o External Qbjects. By George Gombe, Edin-
burgh. People’s Edition. .
To associate Phrenology with Infidelity will Le;

we are aware, to incur from the admirers of the

former fanciful theory, the charge of ignorance

‘and illiberality—especially when we are told that

its principles are foupd to harmonize with the
truths of Revelation, and that men of science, ge~
nuine Christians, and orthodox divines, have ac-
kuowledged its trnth and importance, As to its
harmonizing with divine revelation, that is the
very thing which we take upon us to deny, so far,
at least, as concerns the work before us: and as
to certain scientific men—good men, and Chris-
tian divines, patronising this theory, all this may
be as true, as the popularity which the celebrated
Bishop Berkley’s tar-water-panaceaacquited some
eighty years ago; or, that physicians, divinesand
noblemen were among the admirers and followers
of that fanatical impostor, Joanna Southcott ; or
that the extravagancies of the pseudo-science of
animal magnetism, have been found in the crecd
of philosophic men.

Without going into the philosophy (ifit has any)

of the phrenological 'theory, as it is expounded
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by its different advocates; the position we would
take is—the anti-scriptural character, and conse-
quently infidel tendency, of Phrenclogy, so fur as
ils principles are cxplained in Mr. Combe’s ¢ Con-
stitulion of Man,*—a hook which has bad a wide
circulation in England, and is extensively known
on this continent. It has been republished in the
United States, in at least a sixth cdition, with an
additional chapter by Joseph A. Warne, A. M.,
Brookline, ¢ On the harmony between the Scrip-
tures and Phrenology.” How far it is possible
for Mr. Warne, or any other of the admirers and
advocates of Combe’s phrenology, to make their
favourite hypothesis square with divine revela-
tion, we leave our readers to judge, when they
shall have considered the following extracts,
which enntain—

Fu viy=4 denial of thetotal and inherent depra-
vity of human naturc, and-gf the necessity of di-
vine influence to the moral renovation of mun.~

It is asserted that

¢ Man’s corruption consists in the fendency to
abuse his facultics, and not in any inherent vicious-
ness attributable to his nature itsclf”?

¢¢ 1 have heard it said that Christianity affords
a better and more instantaneousremedy for human
depravity than the improvement of the cercbral
organization : because the momenta man is pene-
trated by the love of God in Christ, his moral and
yeligious affections become far stronger and more
elevated, whatever his brain may be—than thiose
of any individual whatever, without that love,
however noble his cerebral developement, and
however much he 1iay be instructed in natural
knowledge. 1 observe, however, that in this life
a man cannol become penctrated by the love of God,
excepl through the ad of sound and cfficient or-
gans.” p. 89.

& 1f the philosophy now explained shall carry
home to rational men the conviction, that the or-
der of nature fairly admits of e practical exem-
plification of these precepts by the developement
of its inherent resources, a new direction must be
given to the pursuits of the religious instructers
of mankind.?? p. 90,

¢« Christianity stands before us, therefore, at
present, as interpreted by men who knew ex-
tremely little of the science of either external na-
turc or the human mind. They have conceived
it to be a system of spiritual influences, of Internal
operations on the soul, and of repentant prepara-
tion for another world, rather than an exposition
of pure and lofly principles INUERENT in human
nature itself, and capable of being largely deve-
loped, aud tendered practical in this world.”?
. 0.

¢ Many exccllent and sincere Christians have
been cducated in the belicf, that human nature is
entirely corrupt and wicked ; and when, in con-
sequence of private or Amblic devotion, they be-
come conscious of vivid love to God and benevo-
lence to men, and of aspirations after general pu-
rity and excellence, springing up in their ininds,
they ascribe these emotions exclusively to the di-
rect influence of the Divine Spirit—without being
in the least aware of the extent to which 2 large
developement of the moral organs, combined with
an active temperament, contributes to thiseffect.”

P 94

Now, we would ask, how the principles uno
folded in these extracts can be madeto harmonize
with those trutbs of divine revelation which relate
to man’s moral and fallen condition as a sinner,
and the doctrine and necessity of divine influence
in his spiritual regeneration? Whete do we find
recognized in the Holy Scriptures thoce ¢ pure and
lofty principles inherent in fallen human nature, of
which Phrenology makesits boast? or those ¢ in-
herent resources’® which the principles of this
mental philosophy are able to develope,and which
will render it necessary for the ministers of reli-
gion, as students and tcachers, to become Phreno-
logists, in order to the proper and successful dis-
charge of the functions of their office, especially
s the ¢ religious instructors of mankind?” If

Mr. Combe has fairly stated the principles of
Phrennlogy on the subjects contained in the above
extracts, then we assert, that their harmony with
Divine Revelation can never be cstablished, and
that those principles are anti-sciiptutals

Secondly,—'hrenology, as expounded by Mr.
~ombe, involves the unscriplural doctrine of fa-
talism or invincible necessity in the constitution and
destiny of moral agents.—We give the following
extracts in proof i—

¢ David Haggart was a dexterous and enter-
prising thief and pickpocket, who was exccuted
at last for murdering the jailor of Dumfrics, with
a view to escape from justice.”?

This statement is accompanied by a sketeh of
the head of this notorious vitlain, and is thus cha-
racterised : Firmness large—Conscientiousness de-
ficient— Cautiousness rather large. The author
then proceeds :—

¢« I individuals having brains resembling those
of Haggart, who wcs remarkable for dishonesty,
should be placed in situations of trust, in which
there should be presented to thera temptations to
deception and embezzlement, which could be re-
sisted only by strong sentiments of justice, their
misconduct, sooncr or later, would be almost cer-
luing ow1NG o the great size of their animal or-
guns, and the deficicney of their organs of con-
scienliousnesss?® p. 51.

Again :—

« I have seen several striking instances of per-
sons, who, after making a great profession of reli-
gion, ultimately disgraced it ;and I have ohscrv-
ed that, in all these instances, withoutone excep-
tion, the organs of the inferior propensities were
large, and those of one or more of the moral sen-
timents deficient.*?

Once more :—

¢ A well-constituted brain is a condition essen~
tingoto the existence of Christian dispositions.”
pe M.

If this be Phrenology, we ask again, is the doc-
trine either Scripiaral, Christian, or Rational?
Where is the ground of human responsibility ? or
where can there be virtue or vice in human con-
duct, morally considered, if men must act accord-
ing to their ¢ cerebral organization,” be it favour-
able or unfavourable to justice, benevolence and
piety 2 If Phrenology be true, it was not without
reason that a certain Counsel, once addressing a
jury, pleaded the unfavourable moral organization
of the prisoner in extenuation of the ctime which
had been proved against him; and that another
individual, whom we knew, himselfa prisoner at
the bar, charged with murder, having killed a
friend in a duel, urged the same plea, his having
acted under the uncontrollable influence of an or-
ganization, for which he was not accountable.
The harmeny of such doctrines—with a Religion
which is emineatly a ¢ reasonable service®—and
with a Revelation, which every where represents
man as an accountable being, warning himof evils
which he has, or may have, power to avoid, and
commanding and encouraging him to the practice
of virtues, which it empowers him to perform,—
such harmony is impossible.

Thirdly,—We object to the ¢ Constitation of
Man,”? according to Mr. Combe’s system, as an-
ti-scriptural, in reference to the nofure and effi-
cacy of Prayer. The views of the writers which
our author citesaud adopts on this subject, are, in-
deed, consistent enough with the fatalism which
hisscheme of mental philosophy involves 3 but, in
our judgment, are utterly inconsistent with the
nature and design of prayer, as an appointment of

he all-wise Benefactor of man, revealed in his
Word.

In this scheme, Prayer is represented, in tho
effect of it, as its mere reflex influence upon our
own winds :

¢ Prayer only works its effect upon wus, as it
contributes to change the temper of our minds, to
heget or improve right dispositions in them, to lay
thici open to the impressions of spisitnal objects,

and thus quatify us for receiving the favour and
approbation of our Maker.”?

“The Being that governs the world, (citing
Lord Kames,) governs it by laws thut are inflexi-
ble, because they are best and to imagine that
he can be moved by prayers, oblations, or sacrifie
ces, to vary his plan of yovernment, is an impious
thought, degrading the Deity to a level with our~
sclves.?

The immutability of Jehovaly,as a Being ¢ with
whom is no variableness nor shadow of turning,?
is a perfection of the Divine Nature which we e«
cognize, and devoutly adore. But the Scriptures
represent it as the ¢ plan® of God’s government
of free moral agents, to bestow blessings in cone
nection with the ¢ prayers, oblations, sacrifices,®
and obedience which he has enjoined, and to
withold them from those who are preyerless and
disobedient. ‘That the promises and purposes of
the Almighty, in his moral goverament of men,
are frequently conditional, and dependent on the
obecience of his creatures to histevealed will ; the
history of the Bible abundantly declares. Take one
instance—the case of Eli and his wicked sons :
% There came aman of God unto Eli, and said un-
to him, Wherefore the Lotd God of Israel saith,
I'said indeed that thy huuse, and the house of
thy father, should walk before me (in the priest~
hood) for ever ;-but now saith the Lord, Be it fay
from me ; for them that honour me I will honour,
and they that despise me shall be lightly estecm-
ed?? I Samuel, xi. 27-31.  Again,~¢ Ye have
not because ye ask not; ye ask and reccive not,
because ye ask amiss.” James iv. 2, 3.—Where,
then, is the impiety of believing that prayer, asan
act of obedicnce to the Divine command, will move
the Deity to dcal with man in a way ofmercy, and
in the bestowment of blessings, in which way he
has declared he will not deal with him if prayer
be neglected ?

We have alrcady extended this article to too
great a length, and must conclude Ly observing,
that there is introduced into the work on which
we have animadverted, just enough of truth—
striking facts—and amusing anccdotes, to render
it attractive and interesting to persons who are
fond of curious and metaphysical speculations—
while, in our opipion. its gencral impression and
tendency are decidec ly unfavourable to moral and
religious improvement. Itis granted that & wri-
ter may be more orthoaux in his philosophy than
in his theology, and viceversa. But as the philo-
sophy and theology of Divine Revelation must
necessarily harmonize, every scheme of phiioso~
phy, which claims o be imaccordance with thaf
revelation, must harmonize with its morals. and
theology. We think we have preved, from the
work before us, that Phrenology and the Bible do
not harmonize. If, therefore, Mr. Combe Las
faitbfully expounded the principles of his favour-~
ite theory, we reject ity not only as not having
the warant of tevelation, but as being opposed to
some of its plainest dictates, and most essential
truths. We have no wish to provoke any discus-
sion or controversy on the subject of Phrenology.
We have only discharged our daty, in waming
our readers of & book, popular indeed, but, in our
judgment, mischicvous and infidel in its tendency.

ReasoN can never shew itself mare reasonable,
than in ceasing to veason about things that are
above reason.~—Flavel.
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE AMERICAN BOARD,

Tne thirty-first Anniversary of this venerable
institution was leld at the Richmond-street
Cliurch, in Providence, commencing on the 9th
ult,, and continucd until Friday the 11th, with
far more than usual interest and happy effect.
There were present about forty corporate mem-
bers, and one hundred and thiity honorary mem-
berse  In the absence of the Dresident of the
Board, the lon. Theo. Frelinghuysen tovk the
ehair. The meeting was opened with prayer by
the Rev. President Day.  The first document
presented was the Treasurer’s Report, which, at-
ter being referred, was subsequently declared to
be correct.  The receipts of the Board were stated
to have been $211,619.04, being $2,378 less than
the income of the pr«-eeding year. The expendi-
tures, $216,601.37; eaceeding the receipts §4,-
910.33 : increasing the debt of the Board to $21,-
053.42.

The Prudential Committee of the Board then
commenced the reading of their Report, which ein-
braced interesting points of information. The se-
veral parts were assigned to Committees, whose
1eports, and the remarks they clicited, constituted
the greater part of the doings of the mecting,

The number, condition, and labours of the se-
veral Missions of the Board were presented. Dur-
ing the yeer, 6 missionaries and assistants have
died ; 21 Lave been dismissed for various causes ;
27 new ones have been appointed ; 19 sent out
apon the field, viz. 2 to Turkey, 7 to Syria, 2 to
the Nestorians,  to South Africa, 1 to the Sand-
wich Islands, 6 to the Indians,

There are now under the control of the Board,
25 missions : the Cyprus mission having been con-
nected with that to Turkey. These missions em-
brace 80 stations, at which there are 131 ordained
missionaries, 10 of whom are physicians; 10
other physiciuns; 14 teachers; 10 printers; 11
other male, and 186 female assistant missionavies
making in all, 365 missionary labourers from this
country. ‘o these must be added the 15 native
preachers, and 107 other native helpers ; makin
the whole numnber dependent upon the Board,
—six more than ever before.

The number of printing cstablishments belong-
ing to the Board is 153 of presses 323 of type
founderies 53 of churches 553 of church members
17,234 : making, in onc or two instances, the lar-
gest churches in Christendom. Ofthose received
into the church last year, 10,810. The number
of seminaries for boys 8, containing 412 boarding
scholars ; of preparatory hoarding schools for boys
6, contzining 100 pupils ; of female boarding
schools 10, containing 295 pupils: making the
whole number of boarding schools 21; and of
boarding schalars, of both sexes, 807; of free
schools 415: affording iustruction gratuitously to
more than 20,000 children. The number of books
and tracts printed during the year, is bout 685,-
000 copies, and 45 million of pages: making the
whole of the issues since the commencement of
missionary operations, about 250 million of pages.

‘The missions were stated to be generally in
prosperons condition, some of them, as we know.
extraordinarily so. The difficulties of the several
stations wete given, especially the trials of the
Sandwich Istand mission, resulting from ThE vI-
SIT OF THE L’ARTEMISE, excited great sympathy.
A paper was presented by the Prudential Com-
mittee relating to it, giving the patticulars of it
and a forcible statement of the wrongs inflicted
upon the missionaries, This paper was referred
to a Committee, of which Chancellor Walworth,
of New York, was made the chairman : who sub-
sequently made a report, which, emanating from
such high judicial authority, was listened to with
greatinterest,  As thereis no necessity of adher-
ing to strict chronological order in our repoxt, its
purport may as well be given here.

he report stated, that, in order clearly to prove
the injustice of the whole procedure of the frigate,
1t was not necessary to take into account the na-
tute of the government of the islands, nor, indeed,
its relation to the Frenche  The manifesto of Cap-
tain Laplace was manifestly injurious and wrong,
whatever the claims of the French. To force a
religion upon a peo‘rle who manifest reluctance to
ity reception, could be justified by no circumstan-
ces. It was cleatly against the first principles of
international law, ~ Nothing but the express con-

sent of a people could justify such introduction.
The right to Lc tolerant or intolerant towards any
teligion, is one which inhcres in every govern-
ment 3 and, however the principles of that govern-
ment may be censurable, there is no right in any
other nation to demand their abrogation. Leave
to introduce teachers or missionaries hostile tothe
government, had never been given to the French §
and their thrusting them upon an unwilling peo-
ple, cannot be regarded in any other light than
that of flagrant outrage. Especially, the animad-
version upoen the American missionaries is to be
regarded as false and insulting, The charze made
in the manifesto, of their participation in the per-
secution of Catholic priests several years ago, ap-
pears, from every evidence, wholly untrue,” Such
a persccution would have been opposed to their
own views of right, and to every principle of the
religion they are striving to propagate, If they
hiad engaged in any acts of intolerance, the Board
and the Christian world wonld not be slow to dis-
approve it.  That they should have regarded the
Catholic priests with suspicion and alarm, cer~
tainly was to be expected. They were labouring
hard to elevate a benighted people. The hope
was kindled that it should soon take its station in
the rank of evangelized nationz.  They could look
upon the Catholics only as ¢ ¢ enemies of their
enterprize, whose influence would be to induce a
degradation quite as hopeless as their original
barbarism. &Lut ev. in these circumstances of
provocation, facts ure sbundant to shew, that no
effort was made on the part of the missionaties to
expel them from the islands. It was their duty,
indeed, to preach the gospely and in preaching
that, they must have impressed upon the govern-
ment and people, the conviction of the dangerous
character of Catholicism. But beyond that they
did not go. They were expressly exculpated
from all participation in the expulsion of the Ca-
tholic missionaries by the king himself. So far
from it, one of them urged upon the king and
chicfs the duty of toleration, and of granting the
leave of residence to persons of every religion.
Al that can be said is that the missionaries did
not interpose their influence to prevent the expul-
sion; and that no right or claim could possibly de-
mand of them. No blame can possibly attach to
them. They acted with great forbearance, and
with the highest sense of justice and honour,
And every evidence eaists, that no means have
cver been resorted to by them, underly to influ-
ence either the government or the people. The
visit of the war-vessel, and the conduct of the
French captain, are, therefore, injurious and dis-
graceful, It does not fall within the scope of the
interests and duties of the Board to notice other
parts of this strange procedure. It belongs to the
civilized world to pass judgment upon the cha-
racter of the act of dictating at the canon’s mouth,
to a helpless peuple, offensive terms of peace ; and
forcing, against their will, the introduction of in-
toxicating liquors. e may trace 1o the wise
and manly prohibition on the part of the govern-
ment of the use of these, most of the opposition
manifested to the missionaries.

The Committee concluded the Report, of which
the above is but a meagre sketch, by a resolution
expressive of the opinion of the Board, that there
lies no juus ground of conplaint against its nus-
sionarics,

The Report expressed also a kindly sympathy
with the trials anS difficultics of the missionarics;
and the confident expectation, that, at the last
day, it would appear that 2 mirhty work had been
done through their instrumentality,

The Report further stated, that there had been
a powerful and extensive revival of religion
among the natives; and that, during the yeats
1638 and 1839, therc had heen, after due proba-
bation and acquaintance, not fewer than 51,698
ladu:’.i's‘sions into the churches in the Szndwich Is-
an

BeYRooT.~—A communication has been received
from Mr. Thompson, twenty-five days after the
commencement of the rebellion. It is the opinion
of the Rev. Eli Smith, that the results of the in-
surrection would be favourable to the gospel. It
appears that the storm is already over, and that
the Syrians have submiited to the Pasha, Me-
hemet Ali will, therefore, be relieved from this
perplexity, and can attend wholly to the nego-
ciations made for him in Europe.~New York

Evangelist,

MISCELLANEOUS.

IDUDME A,
(From & Incidents of Travel,” by an American,)

I nap now crossed the borders of Edom. Stand-
ing near the shore of the Elanitic uranch of the
Red sea, the doomed and accursed land lay
stretched out before me, the theatre of awful vi-
sitations and their more awful fullilment ; given
to Isau as being of the fatness of the earth, but
now a barren waste, a picture of death, an cter-
nal monument of the wrath of an offended God,
and a fearful witness to the truth of the words
spoken by his prophets :—¢ For my sword shall be
bathed in heaven: behold, it shall come down upe
on Idunca, and upon the people of my curse, to
judgment.?® ¢ From gencretion to generation jt
shall lie waste ; none shall pass through it for ever
and ever. But the cormorant and the bittern
shall possess it; the owl also and the raven shall
dwellin it; and he shall stretch out upon it the
line of confusion and the stones of emptiness,
They shail call the nobles thereof to the kingdom,
hut none shall be there, and all her piinces shall
he nothing. And thorns shall come up in her pa-
laces, nettles and brambles in the fortresses there-
of : and it shall be a habitation of dragons, and a
court for owls. The wild beasts of the desert
shall also meet with the wild beasts of the island,
and the satyr shall cry to his fellow : the screech-
ol also shall rest there, and find for herself a
lace of rest.  There shall the great ow! make
ier nest, and lay, and hatch, and gather under
her shadow : thete shall the vultures also be ga-
thered, ever{ one with her mate. Seek ye out
the book of the Lord, and read: no one of these
shall fail, none shall want her mate ; for my mouth
it hath commanded, and his spirit it hath gather-
ed them. Andhe fmth cast the lot for them, and
his hand hath divided it unto them by line ¢ they
shall possess it for ever ; from generation {o gene-
ration shall they dwe'l thercin.’~—Isaiah xxxiv.

Iread in the sacred book propliecy upon pro-
rhecy, and curse upon curse, against the very
and on which 1stood. I was about to journey
through this land, and to see with my own c‘{:s
whether the Almighty had stayed his uplifted
arm, or whether his sword had indeed ¢ come
down upon Idumea, and the people of his curse,
{o judgment.”? I have before referred to Keith on
the Prophecics, where, in illustrating the fulfil-
ment of the prophecies against Idumea, ¢ none
shall pass through it for ever and ever,? after re-
ferring to the singular fact, that the great caravan
routes existing in the days of David and Solo-
mon, and under the Roman empire, are now com=
pletely broken up, and that the great hadji routes
from Mecca to Damascus and Cairo, Jie along the
borders of Idumea, barely touching and not pas-
sing through it, he proves, by abundant referen~
ces, that to this day no traveller has ever passed
through the land,

‘The Bedouins, who roam over the land of Idu-
mea, have been described by (ravellers as the
worst of their race. ¢ The Arabs about Akaba,”
says Pococke, ¢ are a very bad penple, and noto-
rious robbers, and are at war with all others.””
Mr. Jolifle alludes to it as one of the wildest and
most dangerous divisions of Arabia; and Burck-
hardt says, ¢ that for the first time he had ever
felt fear during his travels in the desert, and his
route was the most dangerous he bad ever travel-
led,” that he had ¢ nothing with him that could
attract the notice, or excite the cupidity of the
Bedouins,” and was ¢ even stri of some rags
that covered his wounded ankles.> Messts.
Legh 2nd Banks, and Captains Irby and Mangles,
wete told that the Arabs of Wady Moussa, the
tribe that formed my escort, ¢ were a most savage
and treacherous race, and that they would use
their Frank’s blood for a medicine;?> and they
learned on the spot, that ¢ upward of thirty pil-
grims from Barbary had been murdered at ictn,
the ;)receding year, by the men of Wady Mous-
sa;? and they speak of the opposition and obstrues
tion from the Bedouins as memblirllfdtho case of
the Isra:gites undér L&o::a,sh wlllun om ngned
to give them passage through hiscountry. None
of these had passed through it; andw ss the
two Englishmen and the Itzlian before referred to
succeeded in their attempt, when I pitched my
tent on the borders of Edom, notraveller had done
30. The ignorance and mystery that hung over

it added to the interest with which Ilook‘:l‘to the
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land of barrenness and desolation stretched out be-
forc mc ; #nd 1 would have regarded all the diffi-
culties atil dangers of the road merely as mate-
nials for a not uppleasant excitement, it 1 lhiad one
Iy felt a confidence in my physical strength to
carry me through.

When 1 awoke in the mortung, the first thing 1
thought of was my hotse. It almost made me
well to think of him, and it was not long before 1
was on his back.

Standinz near the shore of this northern extre-
mity of the Red Scay 1 saw before e an immense
sandy valley, whicly without the pid of geologi-
cal science, fo the eye of common observation and
teason, had once been the bottom of a sea o1 the
bed of a tiver. This dreary valley, extending
far heyond the reach of the eye, had been pantly
explored by Burckhardt: sulliciently to ascertain
and mention it in the latest geography of the
country, as the great valley of El Ghory catend-
ing flom the shotes of the Elanmtic guli to the
southern extremity of the Lake Asphaltites, or the
Dead Sea; and it was mamfesty by landmarks of
Nature’s own providing, that over that sandy
plain those sees had once winsled theit waters,
or, pethaps more probably, that before the citics
of t}xe plain had been consumed by brimstona aul
fire. and Sodom and Gomorrah covered by a pes-
tilential lake, the Jordan had here rolled its wa-
ters, The valley vatied from four fo cight miles
in breadthy and on cach side were high, dark, and
baiien mountains, bounding it like a wall. On
the left were the mountains of Judea, and on the
tight those of Seir, the portion giveu to Fsau as
an inheritance ; and among them, butied from the
eyes of strangers, the approach to it known enly
to the wandering Bedouins, was the ancient capi-
tal of his kingdom, the excavated city of Petra,
the cutsed and blighted Edom of the Edomites.
The land of Idumea lay before me, in barrenness
and desolation 3 no trees grew in the valley, and
no verdure on the mountain-tops, Al was bare,
dreary, and desolate.

But the beauty of the weather atoned for this
barrenness of scene 3 andy mounted on the hack of
my Arabiany T felt a lightness of frame and an
elasticity of spirit, that I'could not have helieved
possible” in my actual stete of health, Patting
the neck of the noble animal, 1 talked with the
sheik about his horse; and, by warm and honest
yraises, was 1apidly gaining upon the affections
of my wild companions.  The sheik told e that
the race of these horses had been in his family
more than four hundred years s though T am in-
clined to think, from his not being able to tell his
own age, that he did not precizely know the pe-
digree of his heasts,  1f anything connected with
my jourpiey in the Fast could throw me into ec-
stasies, it would be the recollection of that horse.
I felt lifted up when on his back, and snuffed the
pure 2ir of the desest with a zest not unworthy of
a Bedounin. Like all the Arabian hoises, he was
broken only to the watka- d zallop, the unnatural
and ungraceful movement of a trot heing deemed
unwotthy the free limbs i an Arab courser.

The next day the general features of the scene
were the same, eternal barrenness and desolation
and, moving to the right, at one o’clock we wete
atthe foot of the mountains of Seir: and, tower-
ing above all the rest, surmounted by a circular
dome, like the tombs of the sheiks in E-;yrt, was
the bamen and rugzed summit of Mount Hor, the
burial-place of Aaron, visible in every direction
at a great distance from below, and on both sides
the great ranae of mountains, and forming one of
the marks by which the Bedouin regulates his
wanderings in the desert. Soen after we turned
in among the mountains, occasionally passing
small spots of verdure, strangely centrasting with
the surrounding aml general desolation.  Towards
evening, in & small mountain on our left, we saw
an excavation in the tock, which the sheik sand
had heen a fortress; and, as of every other work
of which the history is unknown, its construction
was ascribed to the ezrly Christians. It was a
beautiful afternoon 3 gazelles were playing in the
valleys, and partridges running wild up the sides
of the monntains, and we r’xtched our tent partly
over a carpet of grass, mith the door open to the
lofty tomb of the great high-priest of Isracl.

SATAR, in Scripture, is called 2 ¢ prince” and a
% g6d.?? “But asa ¢ prince’ he is an usurpery and
as a deily anidol.  He is a prince without right,
and a god without divinity.

SIR WILLIAM HERSCHELL,

[\WWE can vouch for the truth of the following
musical ancedol¢, having tesided in the town
where it occurred, and being acquainted with re«
latives of <ome of the partics mentioned, by whom
it has been authenticated.3—En.

Sir William Herschiell was a German by bitth,
and son of a musicians in which profession Sir
William was educated, and excelled on several in-
struments.  He was Master of the Band of a Re-
giment, which was quartered in Halifox, (Eng-
land,) in the year 1730, It was here proposed by
sune of the principal inhabitants to erect an or-
gan in the church, and subscriptions were entered
into for that purpose. Sir William was elected
organist, principally through the yecommendation
of the late J. Bates, Esiq., who was the son of the
then parish cletk of Halifax, and whose acknow-
ledged judzment in the science of music, insured
sticeess to the candidate whose cause he espoused.
The tollowing anccdate details the manner in
which Herschell succeeded:—The organ wes
opened with an oratorio.  Mr. . and six other
persons became candidates for the organict’s situa-
tions A day was fixed on which each was to
perform n 1otations  When My, Wainwright, of
Manchester, played, his fingering was so rapid,
that old Sneizler, the organ-build>r, ren about the
church, exclaiming, ¢ He run ever de keys like
one cat. he will not'give my pipes time to speak !
Duting Mr. Wainwright’s petformance, Dr, Mil-
let, the friend ot Herschell, enquired of him what
chence he had of following him? 1 don’t
know,* caid Herschelly ¢ but I am sute that fin-
aers Will not do.”>  When it came to his turn
Heischell ascended the organ-loft, and pxodncmi
50 uncominon a richness, such a volume of slow
harmony, as astonished all present; and after
this cxtcm{mrancous effusion, he finished with the
old 100th Psalm, which he played hetter than his
opponent. ¢ Ay, ay !¥ cries old Snetzler, ¢ tish
is vc?' good, very good inteets 1 will luff tis
man, hie give my pipes room for to speak.”  Her-
schell being asked by what means he produced so
astonhsling an effect, replied, ¢ 1told you fingers
would not do,” and producing two picces of lead
from his waistcoat pocket, said, ¢ One of these
I laid upon the Jowest key of the organ, and the
other upon the octave above, and thus, by accom-
modating the harmony, l?mduced the effect of
four hands iastead of two.® This superiority of
skill ohtained Herschell the situation, 1t is well
kunown that he subsequently becamme one of the
most celebrated philosophers of the age—the dis-
coverer of the Georgian planct, and of the cator-
dioptric or reflecting telescope. He fitst became
Doctory and afterwards Sir W. Herschells

S ——————

Destavetiox or Lire sy War—The three
areat capitals of Khorasan ¢ Martu, Neisabour, and
Herat, were destroyed by the armies of the Mo-
gul Zingis 3 and the exact account which was ta-
ken of the slain amounted {0 4,347,000 persons.
Timur, or Tamerlane, was educated in a less
barbarous age, and in the profession of the Ma-
hometan religion; and yet, in his camp before
Delbi, Timur inassacred 100,000 Indian prisoners,
who had smiled when the army of their country-
men a;?)cme\l in sight.  The people of Ispahan
supplied 70,000 hnnan sculls for the structure of
several lofty towers, A similar tax was levied
on the revolt of Bagdad, and the exact amount,
which Cherefeddin was not able to procure from
the proper oflicets, is stated by another historizn
2t 90,000 heads,—Gibbon.

Wan—11s Perions Axp Exrespirvre.—-Of
127 years, terminating in 1815, England spent 65
in war, and 62 in pcace. The war of 1688, after
lasting nine yeats, and raising our expenditure in
that period 36 millions, was ended by the treaty
of Ryswick in 1697, Then came the war of the
Spanish succession, which began in 1702, con-
cluded in 1713, and chsorbed 50 millions of our
money. Next wasthe Spanish war of 1739, sct-
tled finally at Aix-la-Chapelle in 1748, after cost-
ing us nearly 51 millions. Then came the seven
years’ war of 1756, which termivated with the
treaty of Parisin 1763, and in the course of which
we spent 112 millions. The next wes the Ame-
rican wat of 1775, which lasted eight years. OQur
nationa! expenditure in this war was 136 mil-

—

lions. The French revolutionary war began in
1793, lasted nine years, and exhibited an expendi-
ture of' 464 millians, The war against Buona-
parte began in 1803, and ended in 18143 duting
these twelve years wespent 1159 millions, 771 of
which were raised by taxes, and 388 by loans.
fn the tcvolwtionary war we barrowed 201 mil-
tions 3 in the American, 101 millions; in the sc-
ven years? war, 60 millions 3 in the Spanish war
of 1739, 29 millions; in the war of t’ne Spanish
succession, 323 millions ; in the war of 1658,
millions, ‘Total borrowed in the seven wars dur-
ing 65 years, about 834 millions. In the same
time, we riised by taxes 1189 millionss thus
formiag 2 total expenditure on war of Two
Tuousaxp axnp TweNTY<THREE Minitoxs or
Porxns SrerniNg— Wedkly Review.

I uave but one way of forlifying my soul
against gloomy presages and terrors of mind, and
that is, by securing to mysclf the friendship end
protection of that Bleing who disposes of events,
and geverns futurity  He sees, at one view, the
whole thread of my “Xistence—not only that part
of it which I have arealdy lnassed through, but
that also which runs forward into the depths of
cternity, When I lay me down to sleep, !re-
commend myself to his care; when I awake, X
give myself up to his direction, Amidst all the
cvils that threaten me, I will look up to him for
help, and question not but he will either avert them,
orturn thein to my advantage. Though I know
neither the time nor the manner of the death I am
to die, I am not at all solicitous aboutit—because
1 am sure that he knows them bothy and that he
will not fail to comfort and support me under
them.—Addison.

P———————————————
POETRY.
HYMN OF THE UNIVERSEL,
PARA\PIIRASKED FROM GOETHE,
(V'rom the Brifaunia.)
Rozt on, thou Sun! for ever roll,
‘Thou giant, rushing through the Heaven,
Crealion’s wonder, nature's soul !
Thy golden wheels by angels driven ;
The planets die without thy blazes
And cherubim, with star~dropt wing,
Float in thy diamond-sparkling rays,
‘Thou Lrightest cuiblem of their King !

———

Roll, lovely Earth ! and still roll un,
With ocean’s azure beauty bound ;
While one sweet star, the pearly moor,
Tursues thee through the blue profound ;
Ard angels, with delighted cyes,
Bchold thy tints of inount and stream,
From the high walls of paradise~
8willswhirling like a glorious dream.

s

Roll, Planets ! on your Jazzling road,
For cver sweeping round the sun ;
What cye belield nhen first ye glowed—
What eye shall see your courses done 2
Roll in your solemn majrsty,
Yc deathless splendours of the =kics !
High sltars, from which angels sce
The incense of creation risc.

Roll, Comets ! and ye million Stars !
Ye that through boundless naturc roam ;
Yc monarchs, on your Same-winged cars !
Teli us in what more glorious domc,
What orb to which your pomps are dim,
What kingdom byt by angels trod—
Tell us where swells the eternal hyiun
Arouud His throne--wwhere dwells your God ?
MAVALI.
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