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OUR RURAL SCHOOLS.
Robert McQueen, Kirkwell, Ont.

Our rural schools are really the
schools of the country. The great
majority of the youth of this prov-
ince receives all the education they
ever obtain in these schools. And
a large number of these, again,
never complete the curricilum of
studies prescribed by the Depart-
ment of kducation, many of them
leaving school before reaching
twelve years of age, and these
facts combined with irregularity
of attendance, have shown our
school system of the highest re-
sults, it is, in theory fitted to
achieve.

The fugitive nature of the profes-
sion of teaching has, in the
past, been another element of
failure in the working-out of the
svstem. This, again, has been
largely due to the temporary na-
ture of the certificates held by
many on their entering on the du-
ties of the profession. As a mat-
ter of fact, by far the greater per-
centage of the teaching in the past
has been done by those helding
only temporary certificates of qual-
ification, admittedly not fully
equipped, and being under the ne-
cessity of resigning their situations
in order to more fully qualifiy
themselves orleave the profession
altogether—as many of them have
done—leaving the duties of the
profession to be taken up by oth-

ers like themselves, only partial-
ly qualified. Recent changes °
will, to a considerable extent,
lessen this evil. The answer to
the question: How may these
schools be improved ? will lie
along these two lines: 1st. A less
irregular and a more extended
term of attendance at these
schools. 2nd. (a) A life term of
certification of teachers before al-
lowing them to teach. (b) A large-
ly-increased remuneration for their
work. (c) A greater security in
the tenure of office. (d) A more
thorough identification with the
every day life of the community
in the midst of which they labor.

I will not now discuss the pro-
visions of the school law with re-
gard to continuation classes in in-
dividual schools, the grouping of
sections for carrying on that work,
the powers of Township Councils
with regard to teaching agricul-
ture in the schools of their town-
ship, or the consolidation of the
rural schools on the method adopt-
ed by some of the States of the
American Union.

The law is permissive in the first
three of these points noted, and
with the exception of the first I
am not aware that in many or in
any case, these provisions of the
law have been utilized. The last,
though highly eulogised by many
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of those on the other side of the
line, who have adopted it, is not
in any sense a live question
among the ratepayers of this prov-
ince.

But, as an  alternative to these
provisions and propositions 1
would suggest:

That the present entrance work
be lightened of the subjects of
hygiene and temperance, and that
a post entrance course of two
years’ duration be prescribed by
the Department, having a fixed
curriculum for each of these years,
embracing the subjects omitted
from the entrance work, together
with the Public School leaving
work, and if not at once, yet look-
ing forward to making agriculture
one of the subjects of the closing
ywar of that course, agriculture n
the meantime being made one of
the subjects of the curriculum for
rural school teachers. These reg-
ulations to apply to all rural
schools. The thing above all to be
desired is to secure if possible a
more extended attendance of our
vouth at our rural schools. We
believe that by lessening the en-
trance work and a judicious ar-
rangement of the subjects for these
two years, that ample time would
be secured to teach all those sub-
jects  without the constant pres
sure and cram that so far too
great an extent obtain at present.

And at the same time to do
away with the far too prevalent
notion that once the.entrance has
been passed, that Public School
education is finished and complete.
And the boy or girl who has pass-
ed the entrance under the existent
state of matters and modes of
study in the course of a year or
twe forgets mnearly one-half of
what they were supposed to have
acruired.
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(a) That all certificates to teach
should he for life to those who
have completed their studies and
training for the duties of the pro-
fession. So that no one entering
the profession shall be under the
necessity of having to retire for a
time in order to qualify himself for
further continuance in the profes-
sion. It would always be optional
wivh any teacher to retire and take
an additional course of study
whenever he might see fit.

No teacher can do his best work
in one, two, three or even five
years.  If, as we believe, it is, the
most important element in teach-
ing is the formation and moulding
of character, then that cannot be
done in a day. Impressions deep
and enduring may be made in a
short time, but character is of
slower growth, and before much
progress can be made the teacher
has to manifest that he has a char-
acter of his or her own, and it
is only when the teacher has at-
tained to a recognized standing on
the ground, not only of efficiency
in school work, but of revealed
moral worth, that he or she is fit-
ted to do the best work to the
highest advantage of all concerned.
The thorough identification of the
teacher with the every day life of
the community and as a co-work-
er with the parent, places the
teacher in his proper position and
relations for fulfilling all the func-
tions of the teacher’s office.

(b) That every legally qualified
and certificated teacher shall be
entitled, under authority of Gov-
ernment, to a minimem salary of
not less than three hundred and
fifty dollars per annum. Thus
placing all on an equality on en-
tering the professicn and do-



Our Rural Schools.

ing away with that undcrbidding
to obtain a situation that is de-
grading to the profession and de-
structive of self-respect, both in
the employers and employed. Any
increase of salary in any case
would be a matter of mutual
agreement between the teacher
and the board employing him, and
hased on his efficiency and suc-
cess in the practical work of the
profession.

(c) A Ilimiting or restriction ot
the absolute powers of dismissal
at present vested in school boards
on any other grounds except those
of incompetency or inefficiency. In
many cases teachers who are do-
ing good work, and who are both
competent and efficient, and who
possess the confidence of the great
majority of the ratepayers, are dis-
missed on the ground of personal
feeling existing between the teach-
er and some member of his Board
of Trustees, or of some one who
has influence with the board, thus
inflicting a deep injury on the
school, and very often arous-
ing ill feeling in the section, det-
rimental to the best interests of
all concerned. In such cases the
teacher should have the right of
appeal tc the Minister of Educa-
tion, through his inspector, before
dismissal can take place. The very
existence of this right of appeal
would tend to lessen tke possibil-
itv  of its exercise. No trustee
who had no better ground for his
action than that of “ personal feel-
ing ” would risk appearing before
the Minister on such grounds or
in such circumstances.

(d) The providing for a teach-
ers’ residence and an acre of land
attached, in each rural school sec-
tion; the higher remuneration,
the greater security of tenure of
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office together with a suitable re-
sidence would tend to draw into
the ranks of the profession those
who intend to make it a life work
and who more naturally would
bend their energies to make their
work a success.

(e) Along with the foregoing
the existence of a good library in
each rural section, containing all
books useful for reference in the
work of the school as well as gen-
eral information on all matters of
special interest up-to-date, includ-
ing the past history and the con-
stitutional development of the fori..
of government under which we
live.

In closing this paper let me re-
fer again to the things mainly to
be sought after in the improve-
ment of our rural schools, viz.,
less pressure and a more extend-
ed period of attendance by the
youth of each section, and the bet-
ter remuneration and greater fix-
ity of tenure of office in the pro-
fession. In this way seeking to
draw into the ranks of the pro-
fession the best available men and
women. and then keep them there
as long as possible, for after all,
the real success of the profession
and the highest results of ‘the
teacher’s efforts are not to be at-
tained, as we have said before, in
one, two or three years, but are
the growth of a lifetime. No fac-
tor, outside the home, in the
daily life of any community is
more important and more influen-
tial for good or evil than the
daily and hourly influence con-
scious or unconscious of the teach-
er in the Public School. And no
sphere of labor or life work fur-
nishes so wide, deep, and ever
expanding field of effort for an en-
thusiastic, whole-hearted, conse-
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crated man or woman, as the rural
school. We have very many such
men and women in the ranks of
the teaching profession now. What
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we aim at is to draw a still larger
number into the ranks, pay them
better, and keep them there for
life.

STUDIES IN ENGLISH GRAMMAR.

By H. Bonis, B.A , High School, Leamington.

11, Dialect, English ; Its Claims upon
the Teacher,

Although the “Xing’s English ”
is no doubt what all loyal subjects
of His Majesty who use the lan-
guage at all should aim at speak-
ing, yet it is a fact which is pain-
- fully evident to British school-
masters, Canadian included, as
well as to many other persons, that
the average young Britisher ex-
hibits a steady and sturdy opposi-
tion to law and authority in this
respect, however loyal he may be
in other ways. Nor is this rebel-
liousness a development of recent
times. We know that the genera-
tions which preceded ours ex-
hibited the same aversion to this
form of speech, and the probabili-
ties seem to be thai those which
shall come after us will also require
considerable urging to induce them
to render true and loyal homage in
this respect. =~ The causes of this
state of chronic rebellion wc1ld con-
sequenily seem worthy of inquiry.

To begin with, let me postulate—
what most teachers of experience
have observed—that the youthful
mind usually thinks clearly and
correctly, by a series of simple in-
ductions, on things in which it is
interested, so far as its knowledge
goes.  The art of expression is a
thing in which young people are in-
tensely interested, and who that has
witnessed the development of this

faculty in young children has not
been often struck with the thought,
that their attempts at expression
generally show a logical consistency,
even where they fail to come‘up to
the requirements of that highly
conventionalized mode of expres-
sion known as “ good English.” It
is sometimes said that a good or a
bad use of the language is the re-
sult altogether of environment, par-
ticularly the home influences.
While this is doubtless in large mea-
sure true, yet experience with pupils
from homes, where a high degree of
purity in the use of the language
by the elder members prevails, often
shows that there are even in these
pupils certain innate tendencies, as
it were, to violate the laws of gram-
mar in particular ceses.  This ten-
dency is, of course, more marked,
and leads to more glaring errors,
in the speech of those pupils whose
home surroundings. have been less
favorable in this respect.  Such
errors are usuaily most persistent,
and it will often be found on inves-
tigation that they owe their persist-
ent nature to the fact that they have
usually more or less logical foun-
dation, in the laws of the language,
and in the laws of thoughi. The
first step toward the eradication of
the evil in these cases, should often
be, the recognition by the teacher
of the element of truth which the
“dialect ” form of expression con-
tains.
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One of the first impressions, we
may well believe, which a pupil in
English grammar generally receives
from his teacher is, that the rules
of grammar ave founded on a ra-
tional, as opposed to a conventional,
use of the language. Hence he ex-
pects to find good and satisfactory
reasons for what is called “good
usage” in speaking, and, conversely,
to be shown that what are called
“errors” are totally indefensible
from this point of view. And he
will soon find much in the study of
the subject to support this view,
and will, as a rule, profit accord-
ingly in his use of the language in
respect to these points.  The jar-
ring note in his conception of gram-
mar as a subject exhibiting har-
mony and logical consistency comes,
however, when he finds classed to-
gether as errors, either in his text-
book or by his teacher, those forms
of speech which are even to him
palpably inconsistent with the spirit
and genius of the language, and
those against which no such charge
can, as far as he can see, fairly be
wade.  Both are wrong, and to be
condemned, doubtless, but it would
uppear to be the height of bad judg-
ment on the part of the teacher to
put them in the same category.
Let the pupil at this point clearly
understand that there are at leasi
these two classes of errors: viz.,
Those which violate well recognized
tendencies, easily shown by ex-
amples, of the langnage; and sec-
ondly, those against which nothing
more can be charged than that they
are “out of fashion,” or “mnot cus-
tomary,” in the speech of good
writers or speakers.

For example. The average boy
shows a predilection for “youn was”
instead of “ you were.” He is un-
cenventional enough to say just
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what he means (he would say “ thou
wast ” if he had heard this form
at all commonly used), and why
should he be so severely dealt with
for this?  Why should it be called
“bad grammar”?  Rather admit
that he is right, but gently hint
that he is not “in the fashion.”
The latter way will cure him quite
as quickly, if he be curable at all,
as the former, and has the further
advantage of not confusing his no-
tions of the principles of gramma-
tical correctness.

Again, the pupil who says, “1I
have wrote it,” and “ He has gave it
to Jack,” may even be credited with
some logical reasoning while being
condemned for using ungrammatical
expressions. In the first place,
ma crrors doubtless arise
from the tendency to follow the
most general mode of expression,
which is to use the same form for
the past participle that is used for
the past tense of the indicative; in
other words, to make all verbs con-
form to the method of the new con-
jugation in this respect. The
vast majority of Knglish verbs, of
course, follow this method of form-
ing their past tense and past par-
ticiple.  Secondly, the forms, “I
have written,” and “ He has given,”
which should have been used in the
sentences just mentioned, are not
as they stand, logically correct, in
view of the fact that the participles
“written” and “given” are pro-
perly passive in meaning, and are
commonly so used even by a pupil
who would make the blunders just
mentioned in using “wrote” and
“gave” in the perfect indicative
active.  Thus, such a pupil would
probably say, “ A written account,”
“A typewritten copy,” “A given
road,” recognizing in his own way
the passive force of these words.
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The teacher who classes “I have
wrote ” and “ He has gave” with
such errors as “ They was,” and “ It
was hiw,” without other comment
than that they are alike wrong, can
hardly be said to be teaching his
pupils at all.  The former expres-
sions, while logically more correct
than the approved forms, “I have
written,” and *‘ He has eiven,” are
conventionally wrong; while “ They
was,” and “It was him,” are logical-
Iy wrong, being -lien to the spirit
of thelanguage, which requires,
wherever possible, harmony between
the verb and the subject in regard
to number forms, and between the
complement and the subject of the
verb “to be” in the matter of case.

The true explanation of the use
of the passive participle in the per-
feet tenses of active transitive verbs,
i.c., that the expression is a irans-
posed form, for example, “I have
written it,” being originally “I
have it written” (written being
here passive and in agreement with
“it”), may in some case serve to
give a logical, as well as a conven-
tional, reason for preferring the ap-
proved form.

Consider, again, the two expres-
sions, “ Such as heard of the dan-
ger in time ecasily escaped,” and the
dialect form, “Tell them as don’t
know.”  Is mnot the use of “as”
as a relative pronoun in the latter
logically as grammatical as its use
in the first of these expressions?
Custom has, however, decided that
the lotter expression is incorrect,
while the former is approved by
the same authority. Such dialect
forms being usually well under-
stood, may do good service, how-
ever, in the class-room, by way of
illustrating the meaning of the
literary forms; in this case, the
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peculiar use of the word “as” as a
relative pronoun. Why, too, should
“Tt lastes goed” be regarded as
grammatically wrong, while “TIt
tastes sweet, sour,” ecte., arc allow-
able? The word “good” secms
in this case to be the one exception
to the rule that the verbs of incom-
plete predication of this class, i.c.,
those relating to the senses (smell,
taste, look, feel, sound), take after
them an adjective, not an adverb.
What vagary of English modes of
thought will account for this soli-
lary case of rejection?

Such forms as her'n, yourn, he
(for ajn, are, ctc.), are common in
some sections of the country, especi-
ally among the children of Cornish
and Devonshire parentage, and are
types of grammatical forms once
prevalent in the language, which
have now gonc out of fashion, ex-
cept among the illiterate.  One may
even hear among agricultural labor-
ers recently arrived from Ingland
the old English suffix of the infini-’
tive “en.”  Thus, “ Let us housen
the cattle,” ete. A reference to
these old forms by the teacher in
the class-room may often serve two
purposes.  First, if the pupil has
been accustomed to hear his elders
use these forms at home, it is bet-
ter that they should be condemned
on the score of being old-fashioned
than as being blunders, sinece it
must always be desirable that the
teacher should avoid, as far as pos-
sible, anything that may tend to
weaken the respect which his pupils
owe to their elders at home. And
secondly, in the higher forms such
examples may sometimes serve io
create a living interest in the other-
wise dead forms given as examples
of the inflectional character of the
language in the Old English period.

BT e aid
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THE IMPORTANCE OF GEOGRAPHY IN
COMMERCE.

James Keillor, B.A., Coll. Inst., Ridgetown.

At the present day, when we hear
s0 much about commercial educa-
tion in our schools and universities,
it scems strange that so little atten-
tion should be paid to a subject of
prime importance in commercial
life—1I mean the subject of Geogra-
phy. While constant improvements
are being made in the metnods of
teaching and in the text-books deal-
ing with other subjects, this one has
suffered gross neglect.

Geography has been well described
by Mr. H. J. Mackinder as the
physical basis of history.” We may
go even farther, and say that it is
the physical basis of all human ac-
tivity. Tor is it not a description
of the earth, with all its varied fea-
tures of mountain and table-land,
plain and desert, ocean, lake and
river, forest and prairie, continent
and island, air and ice, rain and
sun-hine, in all their complex com-
binations, which, since they form
man’s  immediate environment,
must largely influence his activities
in all directions.

In Germany, for 1nany years past,
able mewn have devoted themselves
to the special study of geography.
Ever since Ritter’s time a specially
human turn has been given to the
subject by his countrymen; it has
been recognized that the ultimate
aim of geography is to study the
earth as a dwelling-place for man-
kind. As a result of this careful
cultivation of the geographical field,
a voluminous literature is growing
up, and many valuable results have
been attained. These results are
likely to prove valuable, not only
in the study of history, but also in

their bearings on industry, on com-
merce, and on colonization. For
example, in Germany commercial
geography is something practical,
something that the merchant and
the merchant’s clerk can take with
him into his office and apply to his
every-day transactions—not  the
somewhat barren thing that is called
by that name in many of our Cana-
dian schools. It embraces a field
that touches the practical business
of commerce at every point.

Modern commerce is no longer
the monopely of any one nation; it
has become cosmopolitan, and car-
ries its operations into every quarter
of the globe. The intensity of the
competition is felt by every nation
and every merchant ; and we are con-
vinced that while speed and strength
are important, they are of little
avail without knowledge—superior
knowledge must in the end win
the race. Hence we believe that
modern commerce has become an
object which ought to receive full
recognition in our schools and col-
leges. It is a subject worthy of be-
ing treated in a scientific and philo-
sophical way, and of keing placed
in the cuiricula of all our univer-
sities. '

The growth of commerce in the
past has been intimately associated
with the progress of geographical
discovery. Without the explorer as
a pioneer there would be but little
advancement in trade. And as in
the past so it is at the present day,
commerce is inseparably associated
with the progress of geographical
enterprise.

It must necessarily be so if we
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only consider what is meant by
commerce, and what by geography.
Commerce, in its broadest sense, is
essentially the transfer or convey-
ance of commodities from one part
of the world to another: from the
place where they are found or man-
ufactured, i.e., the place of supply,
to the place where they are wanted,
i.e., their market. The merchant,
therefore, must know where he may
procure his commodities in large
and regular supply at reasonable
prices and at low cost of transpor-
tation. He should kuow the con-
ditions in which they are found,
the circumstances under which they
are to be obtained, the facilities for
and hindrances to taking them from
where they are produced to where
they are wanted, the character of
that market, and the conditions un-
der which the commodities are to
be disposed of there. If the mer-
chant is to be progressive, he must
be constantly on the outlook for
new sources of supply, and for new
fields in which to disposc of his
goods.

Now, much of this is plainly as-
sociated with the kind of knowledge
which geography ought to be able
to furnish, and also with the kind
of enterprise which we call 'ex-
ploration. Commercial geography is
a description of the world in its re-
lations to man as a producer and as
a frader. It tells, of the geo-
graphic and other conditions that
assist or hinder man in his efforts
to produce commodities, or to buy
and sell them. Thus, the slope of
the land determines the direction of
the rivers, and whether they may be
utilized to carry commodities to
market. Mountain ranges hinder
commerce so far as they tend to
keep peoples apart, and increase the
cost of transportation. Valleys and
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plains are the great sources of food
for man and his domestic animals.
Mountain regions are the chief
sources of the metals and minerals
he uses. The luxuriance and var-
iety of vegetation decrease from the
equator toward the poles, and (rom
sea level toward high altitudes.
I'he ocean supplies fish and salt,
and is the cheapest highway of com-
merce. All these natural condi-
tions, surely, have a direet bearing
upon the needs of the merchant.
Commercial geography, therefore,
treats of the many influences oper-
ating all over the world, which pro-
mote or retard the production,
transportation or exchange of the
commodities, natural or manufact-
ured, which man consumes or util-
izes.

It may be thought that geogra-
phy cannot he of much assistance
to the merchant who trades with
highly civilized and well-known
countries, such as Germany, France,
or Holland. But geographers hold
that the political, social, and econo-
mic conditions that prevail in such
countries, the manners and habits
of the people, the conditions under
which commerce must be carried
on, are largely the outcome of the
influence of geographical conditions
on man, and of man’s action in
modifying them. What are rail-
ways, canals, and telegraphs but
successful attempts to overcome
topographical disadvantages, and to
lessen distance P—and these, surely,
are geographical factors ? But
whether we call it geography or not,
we are being continually told by
those who have for a time resided
abroad, that ignorance of a coun-
try, ignorance of its people and
their peculiar ways, ignorance of
their language, ignorance of the
wants special to the country, is con-
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stantly placing British and Cana-
dian traders at a disadvantage,
ompared  with the well-informed
traders of an enterprising country
like Germany, in the commercial
schools of which geography holds
so important a place. Under what-
ever heading it may come, then it
is surely not in the inferests of
British or Canadian trade that such
ignorance on the part of our mer-
cantile men should exist.

But probably it is in new or not
well-known countries that geog-
raphy can be of the greatest service
to the merchant. And this sug-
gests another important application
of geography, namely, to colonial
enterprise. A little more knowledge
of geography on the part of states-
men, of colonization agents, and of
the public gencrally, would have
averted many mistakes which have
been made in carrying on the work
of colonization. =~ Some of the
European nations nave been of late
years grabbing blindly at any un-
annexed lands within their reach,
regurdless, apparently, of their
suitability, and anxious only to add
as m.ny square miles as possible to
their foreign possessions.  Fer-
many, for example, possesses about
a million square miles in Africa, but
half of it is a hopeless desert.

Now, what are some of the prob-
lems connected with colonization
that may he solved by geography?
Colonies may be divided into two
classes. There are, first, what are
called by the French, Colonies of
Exploitation—or Plantations; and,
secondly, Colonies' of Settlement,
those suited to receive a new popu-
lation from the mother country, or
elsewhere. The former are best
suited for 2 wealthy country that
has no surplus population ; the lat-
ter for one that has a constant ex-
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cess of population, and also a cer-
tain amount of capital. The colon-
ies of France and Germany are
nearly all of the first type, while
those of Iingland are of both {ypes.

As a rule, {ropical countries can
only he Colonies of Exploitation;
and the problem which geography
may help to solve, is how they can
best be turned to account, or exploit-
ed, by the country to which they
belong. The geographer will have
to tell us what are the great physic-
al features of the country and their:
distribution, and how they help or
hinder commerce ; what is the char-
acter of the cl'mate; whether it is
within a region of abundant or
scanty rainfall, whether there are
any native products that will he
required by other countries; and if
so, whether there are suitable means
of transportation so that they can
be placed in favorable competition
with <imilar products from other
parts of the world ; what is the char-
acter of the soil, and for what exotic
products it is suited. This last is
a most important matter, for the
mere collection of the natural pro-
ducts of a tropical region can de-
velop a cclony only within very nar-
row limits. Then there is the ques-
tion of population, which for a col-
ony of the plantation class is very
important, as it involves the ques-
tion of labor, without which, in
abundance, the colony is a barren
possession.

Such «re some of the lines along
which geography may be made to
yield valugble assistance when ap-
plied to cclonies of the plantation
class. And no less valuable is the
help thal may he derived from its
application to colonies of settlement.
Here there is a much greater prob-
lein to solve. It is mot a question
of the ten.porary residence of a few
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persons from the mother country,
but the transfer of a large mass o
people from one set of geographical
conditions to another.  The first
thing necessary, then, is to discover
as minutely as possible what these
geographical conditions are, how
far they can be turned to account
by a new population, and how far
they must be modified in order
that the colony may be carried to
its highest development.

Before inducing farmers to mi-
grate lo any particular region, it
would be only proper to let them
know to what cxtent that region
is suited to their requirements. Is
the soil adapted to agricultural
operations ? Is there a sufficient
rain-fall to make such operations
successful ? If not, is irrigation
possible 2 What about sanitary
conditions ? If all these conditions
are favorable, what about means of
communication and transportation?
All this necessitates a very thorough,
detailed, and long-continued geo-
graphical stucy of a colony, and
much moce minute aud ample in-
formation than is usually supplied
by emigration agents.

It is a most short-sighted policy
in a young colony to neglect the
survey of its territories. There is
no better way to spend public
money than in maintaining an
efficient survey service and a care-
fully-selected  chain of meteoro-
logical stations. For evidently the
first thing necessary to the develop-
ment of any country is a complete
knowledge of its resources, and the
bas's of such knowledge is mainly
geographical in its character. A
thorough and precise knowledge of
the geographical conditions, in their
widest sense, of all the colonies,
would have averled many serious
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errors—errors as to the class of
people for whom they are adapted,
the products for which they are
suited, the imposition of tariffs, the
fostering of particular industries,
and the limits within which com-
mercial enterprises is possible.

At the present time, when so
much attention is being devoted to
the scttlement of the newer parts
of our country, and to the develop-
ment of its vast resources, a thor-
ough knnwledge of the geographical
conditions of the various localities,
would be of inestimable value to
intending settlers, business men, or
manufacturers. Much is being done
hoth by our Dominion and Pro-
vincial Governments by way of ex-
ploring the country and investigat-
ing its resources; and the results of
these investigations are embodied
in numerous reports published by
the various departments. But the
knowledge thus acquired is of little
value if it is mot turmed to some
practical account. And I think I
am safc in saying that the ideas
possessed by the average individual
regarding the character and extent
of our resources are very vague in-
deed. Our boys and girls are
hurdened with lists of names of
rivers, lakes, islands, cities, and
«uch like, and with columns of
statistics; but of true geography
they know little. 1If we are to take
our position as one of the leading
commereial nations of the globe, our
schools and colleges must assign a
more important place than they do
at present to the study of geog-
raphy—a subject which, as we have
scen, is of the deepest interest and
of the utmost importance to the

whole human race.
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DIET 1L

Edith M. M. Bendeley, Montreal and London, England.

In the last paper we discussed
the food question in 1 general way;
in the present one I hope to indi-
cate a few ways and means of using
our food so that it may prove the
blessing it was meant to be, instead
of the curse it not seldom is to us.
All {foods come under one of two
heads: They are cither tissue or
force producers.  They may be
both, and very often are so.  The
former class of foods renew the
substance of the body, and are
commonly called porteids or albu-
minoids.  They contain carbon,
hvdrogen, nitrogen, and oxygen,
with a small amount of sulphur,
and generally phosphorus.

The latter class supply the com-
bustible material, the oxidation
of which generates heat and
energy in the body.  They contain
carhon, hydrogen, and oxgyen in
varving proportions.

Water forms an important article
of diet, though not coming uuder
the above headings; it aids largely
in the process of digestion, and in
the formation of the digestive
juices.  Common salt is essential
to the formation of gastric juice
and bile, and the salts obtained
from milk, musele, vegetables and
fruits are also ncedful for the
growth of bone, and for the main-
tenance of health. The oxygen of
the air, in a broad sense, forms one
of the foods of the system; and it
is cssential to good digestion; hence
eating out of doors is, where pos-
sible, a most desirable habit, and
one conducive to the enjoyment, as
well as to the full assimilation of
food.

The flesh of various animals is
one of the main sources of our
nitrogenous or proteid food. Of
the two kinds of meat, red and
white, the latter are more digestible
(with the exception of pork).
The flesh of young animals is in-
ferior to that of older ones, hence
veal and lamb are unsatisfactory.
articles of diet. The flesh of birds
is good food, heing easily digested,
and containing phosphates.  Fish,
a too often neglected food, is most
valuable for the phosphates it con-
tains, and for the ease with which
it can be digested.

In this connection, it is neces-
sary to mention the subject of vege-
tarianism, a cult professed by many
on the grounds either of humanity
or of health, or both. It is true
that all the elements required for
the building up and maintenance of
the human frame can be obtained
from the vegetable world, but at the
same time the undigested refuse is
greater than with an equal quantity
of animal food. A %onger time,
more exertion of the digestive or-
gans, and a greater bulk of food is
required in the case of a purely
vegetable diet.  Animal food is
more convenient. Man not being an
cating machine, he requires food
that can easily and quickly be con-
verted into body substance, and
that is supplied by a flesh diet in
moderation. At the same time,
there is a great tendency to over-
indulgence in a meat diet, and the
effects of this error are to increase
oxidation and waste, and to hasten
the wearing out of the body sub-
stance.  Meat should not be eaten
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more than once a day, and if fish,
eggs, cheese, and milk form a gqod
part of the diet, the above objection
to vegetarianism almost disappears.

On the ground of humanity there
is evervthing to  bhe coneeded to
vegelarianism. It 1z quite pos-
sible, and in the case of the butchers
who cater for the Jewish communi-
ties it is made evident, that animals
can be killed mereifully, and in such
a way that their flesh is wholesome.
But it is not greatly to the eredit
of our civilization that our markets
{oo often contain large quanlities
of discased meat, due to over-driv-
ing, exhaustion of the animals be-
fore killing, bad feeding, and hur-
ried and often cruel methods of
slaughter.  Meat is often unwhole-
some from the presence of parasites,
and espeeially 1s this true of pork.
The pig is the most delicate of the
animals whose flesh we eat, and the
most subject to parasitic discases.
As a nation the Jews, who are for-
bidden to eat pork, arc freer from
cancer than any other.  Without
pressing this point beyond the
actual statement, may it not be con-
ceded that the command of that
first and greatest of sanmitary re-
formers, Moses, was a wise and
scientific one, apart from its re-
ligious aspect.

Sggs contain  much nutritious
maierial; the albumen (white) is
nitrogenous, and the yoke contains
oil and phosphoric acid.  Eaten
raw, or lightly boiled or poached
cggs are a safe and nourishing food,
and very casy.of digestion.  Milk
is a perfect food, containing casein
or proteid, fat, sugar, salts, and
water.  Half a pint of gocd milk
equals two good-sized eggs, or three
and a half ounces of heef in nuiri-
tious properties. The great danzer
with milk is the facility it has for
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becoming contaminated.  Milk
takes infectious germs quicker than
water, or any other liquid. It is
wixe, therefore, to scald 1t, and in any
case it should always be kept cov-
ered, and in a cool place.  Buiter-
milk, which has heen deprived of
its fat in the shape of cream, is an
excellent drink for delicate peopic.
1t has the proteid principle minus
the fat, which is sometimes found
indigestible.  People who find milk
“heavy,” or liable {o produee irri-
tation of the skin through over-
heating of the blood. should drink
buttermitk.  Cream is the fat of
milk, and cheese is a highly con-
centrated food, containing proteids,
fats, and salts. 1t cannot be caten
in large quantities, and cooked is
very indigestible, but taken accord-
ing to the ability of the inlividual
to digest it, proves a nourishing and
staving food, and probably helps
the digestion of other foods. In
the cereals and legumens we have
again the cssential proteids.  The
most common and useful cereal, of
course, is wheat. Bread made {rom
good seconds flour is as nutritious
as white, and brown bread possesses
this advantage over white, that the
bran is rich in fat and phosphaies,
and that owing to the slight me-
chanical irritation caused by its
passage through the alimentary
canal, it is more ecasily digested.
Oatmeal is deservedly popular, be-
ing highly nutritious, and contain-
ing sufficient fat to make it a force
as well as a tissue producer.  Rice
is the least nourishing of the cereals,
its chief food value being in the
starch it contains.  The legumens
contain more nitrogen and less
starch than the cereals. They are,
however, less casv of digestion.
They should be well cooked, ani
caten with rice and oily substances.



Diet 11.

The laborer’s dish of broad beans
and bacon is strictly correct from
the physiological standpoint. Beans
with butter; lentils stewed with
butter, and served with rice; peas
caten with duck or roast meats, are
all in right order.

Of the fats, butter is the best
and most easily digested, with the
exception  of cod-liver oil, which
stands first in that respeet, but
which it is hardly possible to con-
template as an ordinary article of
diet.

The starchy foods act as a re-
serve in the system, being stored up
in the form of grape-sugar. Sugar
and starch are about equal in nutri-
tive value.  Neither they nor the
fats excite the same changes in the
svstem that are brought about by
the oxidation of the proteids. If
caten in excess of the needs of the
body, they are stored up, and lead
eventually to corpulence.  The de-
privation of starchy foods is better
borne than that of fats, because these
aid in the digestion of other foods.
From the above faets it may bhe
seen how desirable is a mixed diet.
An excess of proteids, especially if
taken in the form of meat, leads to
excessive oxidation and consequent
tissue waste, while on the other
hand an excess of fats and starches
(the latier always being taken as
cqual to sugar, since all starch is
converled into sugar by the saliva
and pancreatic juices), leads to un-
due fattening of the liver and tis-
sues.  The green vegetables are
useful for the salts they contain,
and for the cellulose which acts as
a stimulant to the alimentary canal.
Potatoes are ncarly all starch and
water (26 per cent. solid, of which
20 are starch). They are useful
as blood purifiers, and to their com-
mon use is due probably the present
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immunity from scurvy. Eaten
with butter and milk, they are far
move uscful than fried or baked.

r'ruits are valuable for the same
reasons as vegetables—for  their
cellulose, sugar, and vegetable salts.
No diet is complete without a good
measure of scasonable fruits and
vegetables.

We come now to the question of
the preparation of food, and it is to
the culinary art that we owe much
of the unhappiness caused by bad

digestion.  The aims of cooking
are fourfold:

1. To soften and disintegrate
{ood.

2. To produce certain chemieal
changes, as the formation of gela-
tine from tendons, ete.

3. To destrov any parasites pres-
ent in the food.
4. To make

and palate.

It cannot be too strongly im-
pressed upon all who cater for
others that the simpler the food
and its preparation, the better
in every way it is for the
constitution. Much time is wasted,
and many lives made unlovely and
sordid by the too common practice
of makine good foodstuffs into in-
digestible prcparations. Rieh, tasty
dishes often involve much wearing
labor on the part, both of the cook
who makes them, and the unhappy
stomach that has to deal with
them afterwards. Among the
foods which come under this cate-
gory first and foremost is pastry.
The manufacture of this indiges-
tibie article might well be stopped
altogether, for it is material and
labor lost.  Meat is better eaten in
any other form than the pie or
pasty, often compounded of dubious
morsels; and fruit may be prepared
and eaten in many ways more diges-

pleasant to the eye
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tible and ecqually palatable with
the fruit pie or jam tart.  Fruit
salads are delicate and easily pre-
pared and varied, while whipped
cream, custard, and milk pudding
or rice are in every way a better
combination with stewed fruit than
even the lightest pufl paste.

Roasting and boiling are the two
hest methods of preparing meat, and
when baked they should be covered
with some non-conducting material
in the oven to prevent the forma-
tion of certain oils produced in the
process of roasting, and which es-
cape when cooked in the open.
Stewing is a good way of preparing
meat, the only objection being that
the meat becomes almost too richly
saturated with fat and gravy.

Frying is an undesirable way of
cooking.  The coating with {at
renders the meai indigestible, and
fried eggs are albumen made al-
most impervious to the digestive
juices.

Eggs are an often much abused
article of diet.  Tried, they are
nearly useless.  Hard-boiled, they
are hard to digest, and put into
boiling water and allowed to gallop,
they are partially spoilt.  They
should be poached, or placed in
boiling water, and allowed to sim-
mer for four or five minutes, in
which time the albumen will co-
agulate without becoming hard. An
cgg and milk beaten up is an ex-
cellent drink, easy of digestion, and
highly nutritious.  Many a hard-
working business man or woman
would find it greatly to their com-
fort, if, instead of trying to cat a
meal in their short mid-day recess,
which their afternoon work renders
it impossible for them to digest,
they satisfied their hunger with this
drink and a few dry biscuits. There
are not a few who find it possible
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and desirable to cat only two meals
a day, avoiding any flood in the
heat and stress of mid-day.  This
is a far better plan than trying to
crowd in a meat, vegetable, and
pudding dinner at the very time
when the resources of nature are
busy elsewhere, but it is lable to
creale extreme hunger and conse-
quent over-cating at meals.  Thove
who find it so should take some such
light refreshment, and many will
find a glass of hot water and mitk
with biscuits and fruit sufficient.
Midday dinners might well he
abolished, and the practice of tak-
ing a light lunch substituted.

(‘ondiments, such as spices and
flavoring agents, peppers, etc,
should be used in striet moderation.
Taken in small quantities, they aid
digestion; in larger ones they over-
excite the nerves of taste, and lead
to over-secretion of the digestive
juices.  The best condiment s
lemon juice: vinegar is useful in
moderation, and cayenne is a spice
which can only be taken in very
small quantities, as it is very irritat-
ing to the mucous membrance of
the stomach.

The very common indulgence in
candies is an injurious practice,
partly because it always involves
cating between meals, which is an
outrage on the digestive organs,
und partly because sweets always
contain an cxcess of sugar and
spices, and not infrequently color-
ing substances which are directly
harmful.  The habit, too, is a bad
one, especially in childhood, as it
tends to develop an abnormal ap-
petite and craving for continual
satisfaction of the palate, which
leads to gluttony, or, at any rate,
to undue 1ndulgence of the appetite
in after years.

In conclusion, I must mention
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the absolute need of a good (but
. not a heavy) breakfast, especially
for growing children.  Not long
ago the principal of one of the
largest Iligh Schools in this coun-
try stated that it was quite com-
mon for boys and girls to come
breakfastless to school, even in win-
ter, and he deprecated with marked
pathos and earnestness such a cruel
neglect of the needs of child-nature.
It is bad to go out in cold weather
with an empty stomach; it is mon-
strous to expect growing children to
do four or five hours’ study without
a good breakfast to start with. The
best beginning to the day would be
a meal of fruit, porridge, or eggs,
good tea or milk, bread and butter
and marmalade. Eggs are better
for the first meal of the day than
meat, because coffee and tea, the
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usual breakfast beverages, should
never be taken with meat; and if
eggs are impossible, porridge is al-
ways a good substitute.

It is not possible to deal with the
question of heverages in this paper,
but it may be mentioned that it is
not good to drink with food. 'The
drink should be taken after, and not
gulped down between the mouth-
fuls. If regular meals, simplicity
of preparation, and due time for
rest of the digestive organs were the .
order of our lives, I feel sure we
should far more often have cause to
re-echo the Psalmist’s beautiful

words of thanksgiving: “ Praise the
Lord, O my soul: and forget not all
his benefits; " who satisfieth thy
mouth with good things: making
thee young and lusty as an eagle.”

THE ART OF TEACHING.

S. L. Miller, B.A., Trinity College School, Port Hope.

A great deal of literature has
been, and is still being, produced on
the theory and practice of educa-
tion, but much of it is so deep and

complex in nature that it finds but

few readers who can appreciate the
principles expounded. The majority
of those engaged in teaching find
their labors of the day sufficient
strain without reading heavy work
at the close of the day’s exercises.
The result is, that few teachers do
much reading along their own pro-
fessional line after they have left
their training school, and as a
natural consequence, they become
more or less set in certain rigid lines
of action, which, in most cases,
tends to marrow them in character,
as well as in their professional

methods. It is with no small de-
gree of satisfaction, then, that we
receive Dr. White’s work on the
“ Art of Teaching” in the field of
pedagogical literature.

It is of extreme value, in the first
place, because it comes from an
eminent teacher, and trainer of
teachers, of long and successful ex-
perience; and, in the second place,
because the matter is so clearly
stated, and so attractively written,
that the work is readable and prac-
tically interesting to anyone who has
any interest in his profession. The
style is anything but dogmatic, and
owing to the writer’s ready grasp
of the matter in hand, the reader
will find not only excellent ideas to
assimilate, but will also find a strong
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stimulus to thought along these
lines, which teachers claim to be far
mere important.

The work opens with an explans
tion of what is meant by education.
After touching on the definitions of
such men as Mill, Fiteh, Harris,
and Hinsdale, and showing its
widest meaning, the narrower
definition is given, which states
what is meant by education as car-
ried on in our schools. It is stated
ax the * occasioning those activities
.1 the learner that result in know-
ledge, power, and skill.” It is on
this basiz, then, that he works out
the principles so far as they apply
to elementary education. 1t is not
in the knowledge of, philosophy,
psychology, ethics, and logic that
success is to crown the teacher’s
efforts, but in having a thorough
grasp of the matter to be taught, and
in finding the most suitable method
of working this into the lives of the
pupils.

The axiom from which to start
is, that the teaching must be adapted
to the capability of the learner. It
seems simple and self-evident, but
many who know it fail to act on it.
Successful public speakers use it
from their own instinet, and in the
same way do successful teachers act.
It is an innate conception of your
environment, and a power of ad-
justment to it. Hence, as teachers,
we must have a very clear concep-
tion of the immediate mental con-
dition of every member in a class,
and an equally clear grasp of the
matter on which we expect those
minds to operate. And here we
must bear in mind that the know-
ledge, power, and skill must come
wholly from the pupil’s own self-
activity. Kunowledge cammot be
transferred, and still less can power
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and skill come from any source out-
side of the learner himself.

Teaching is divided into three
processes :  Instruction, Drilling,
and Testing.  The first part is gen-
erally well done, but mistakes are
frequently made with the latter two
processes. They are, in fact, three
parts or phases of one process, for
one is not complete without the
others.  Instruction is not complete
with~ut the drill, and a drill that
does not call for a repetition of the
act of learning is mere parrot
repetition; and a test which does
not call for reconstruction, or
nwore  properly, construction, is
equally parrot-like.

LElementary school work is divided
into oral work and book study. In
the earliest stages the work is all
oral, but book work is soon intro-
duced, and the oral work constantly
grows less. But it should be used
much less than it is. Many of our
best schools have such excellent oral
instruction carried on that the
pupils never learn the art of getting
any knowledge from books. Hence,
one of the most important parts of
a school education is neglected.
Pupils are trained under the best
modern scientific methods, but their
love of books and power to gain
knowledge from them seems to be
wanting. Oral instruction, then,
should be merely a preparation for
the study of the text-book, and as
the pupils gain their own know-
ledge worked out in their own way,
class work shows the various parts
that are emphasized by the differ-
ent students of the same topics. In
this way class work becomes a fitting
together, a harmonizing of various
types of personality, as developed
along their own lines of lcast resist-
ance, rather than crushing all into
one unyielding mould. IKducation,
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then, becomes a growih of nature.
and not a heartless manufacture.
The examination question is
handled in the same simple and
judicious manner. Examinations
are of value to the tcacher in his
class, in that they show him defects
that he would wish to remedy, but
for promotion they are no real hon-
est guide. The surest basis of pro-
motion is the teacher’s conception of
the capacity of the pupil. The
teacher may form his estimate from
a series of written tests during the
term, or he may get it from the
oral and written class work in
general, but he is the one who knows
when a pupil is ready for promotion,
and any other promotion is not
made on a true educational basis.
Language, number, geography,
and probably some history, are
taken as the essential elements for
an  elementary school education.
Language is the first to be consid-
cred, and reading is the first thing
in every school. But our schools
used to stop with reading instead of
at once turning to language produc-
tion. This is still a drawback in
many of our Canadian and Ameri-
can schools, in spite of the fact that
it is felt even up to the universities.
This language production, then,
should go on from the most ele-
mentary classes. It is by this pro-
duction, rather than from any study
of rules and principles that facility
must come in the use of our lan-
guage. By practice alone can com-
position be learned. Grammar, as
a part of language training, comes
in at the higher stages. 1t has no
practical value in the carlier stages.
Its study is scientific and technical,
and hence, is of value for mental
training in more advanced work,

but it can never take the place of
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pure language study in elementary
school education.

In the {rcatment of number, we
find the same broad grasp of the
educational value of various methods
adopted. We are to keep the end
in view always first, and adapt our
method to this. In this way
slavery, under method, is abolished.
In first presenting the ideas of
number, objects are to be used, but
we must guard against their exces-
cive uwse. The use of objects is
cumbersome and inconvenient, and
in the same way are our calculations
slow and awkward when too much
time is spent drilling number by
means of objects. The number
conceptions are abstract, and the
sooner we drill this conception ian
our classes, and have them acquire
skill and facilitv in the use of
figures and quantities, the sooncr
and better do we attain the end
sought in our study of arithmetic.
For this same reason we should
have more mental or oral work in
arithmetic. Most of our caleunla-
tions in every-day life are done
mentally, and much more might be
so done if w¢ gave proper training
in it in our elementary and second-
ary schools.

Geography should stand next to
language and nwnber in our ele-
mentary schools. It has great com-
mercial and industrial value, and is
good to train the imagination, but
Dr. White attributes its chief value
to its being the basis of current
world events. This is of greater
importance mnow in the United
States, since they have reached out
beyond their own borders and be-
gun to recognize their social, po-
litical, and commercial relations to
the other nations of the world. As
a part of an empire that reaches
around the world and touches every
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known race upon the carth, surely
we Canadians also must recognize
the value of a knowledge of geog-
raphy for the intelligent exercise of
our rights as ecitizens in such a
democratic country.

A course in geography, then.
should include a period of oral
work in home geography, to prepare
the conceptions to be used in the
nore advanced study; then a text-
book course, with plenty of maps
and charts, and a suitable text, giv-
ing the social and industrial con-
ditions of the various nations. For
higher work a scientific study of
physical geography would complete
the course. History is dealt with
as a possible adjunct to some of the
higher forms, but as such it should
be limited. It should begin with
biography, and pass on into civies
and economics. But in general the
study of history, as carried on in
our Public Schools, hecomes a source
of many foolish and mistaken
ideas which develop into foolish
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prejudice and un-Christian hatred
against every country but our own.
Such feelings are thought to be
patriotic, hut no true patriotism is
bred in such blind ignorance. The
only value of history worthy of our
consideration is its value as a
training in book study. In the same
way physiology is still more use-
less on clementary school curri-
culums, except for what book train-
ing may be got from the study.
The chief value of such a work
as Dr. White has given to us is that
it sets us free from cramped ideas
of rigid theoretic method, and puts
in a rational light the true place of
methods in teaching. A natural
freedom is allowed to the teacher,
so long as he keeps proper ends in
view, and sees the sound general
principles on which these ends can
best be attained, so that such a work
must have an enlightening and cle-
vating influence upon the teaching

profession.

WHAT OF THAT?

Tired! Well, what of that?
Didst fancy life was spent on beds of case,
Fluttering the rose—leaves scattered by the
breeze?
Come, rouse thee !
to-day,
Coward, arise, go forth thy way !

Work while it is called

Lonely! And what of that ?
Some must be lonely; ’tis not given to all
To feel a heart responsive rise and fall
To blend another life into its own.
Work may be done in loneliness! Work on!

Dark! Well, what of that ?

Didst fancy life one summer holiday,

\ith lessons none to learn, and rought but
play ?

Go, thee to thy task, conquer or die!

It must be learned, Learn it then patiently.

Mo help! Nay, ’tis not so,

Though human help be far, thy God is nigh:

Who feeds the ravens, hears His children
cry:

He's near thee wheresoe’er thy footsteps
roam,

And He will guide, light thee, help thee
home.
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

Deliver not the tasks of might
To weakness, neither hide theray
From: those, not blind, who wait
for day,
Though sitting girt with doubtful
light.

That from Discussion’s lips may fall
With Life, that working strongly
binds—
Set in all lights by many minds,
So close the interests of all.

The beautifying of the school
grounds by tree-planting, ete., ete.,
and the decorating of the school-
rooms by various simple devices,
will be helpful in producing love of
ncatness and beauty in the school
children.  This is the season in
which many teachers are directing
the attention of their scholars to
this plan of making provision for
the future of their school-grounds,
and it can be done the more ecasily,
liccausc so many are engaged in it.
Let the teachers he sure to get the
active aid of the pupils, as far as
possible, and at every step lead
them to feel that it is their work.
In this wav you will strengthen
their attachment to the school and
their pride in it.  You will be able
to increase materially their knowl-
edge of plants and of plant life.
You will direct energies into useful
channels that might otherwise take
a course that would harm the pupils
and give you trouble; the forces of
youth are irrepressible, and 1aust
have some outlet.  Of course, all
lovers of beauty, pupils and others,
will be gratified; and the aesthetic
nature of the children, so much
overlooked, .-ill he cultivated.

What can be done, and what most
ought to be done, will depend on
circumstances.  In many of our
country districts, the first thing
should be to plant trees in the bare
and desolate school yards.  Orna-
mental plants and flowers should
also receive much attention.

The booklets prepared by L. J.
George Hodgins, a few years ago,
will be found very useful by the
teachers and others, on the question
of school-room decorations.

An earnest attempt has been
made, and is continued, to supply
our fellow-countrymen with books
to read during the long winter
nights, while they, the hardy, active
and strong young men of Canada
are busy cutting the timber in our
grand forests. The men have
hodies, but are spirits.  They need
help to enable them to read; they
need books to read. The efforts to
supply teachers, books, and build-
ings is a noble undertaking.  On-
tario should not keep a “ close fist ”
towards the needs of these, her
hardy workers in the thick, dark
forests in her northern land.” "The
Canada Educational Monthly wishes
every success to the Canadian Read-
ing Camp. '

By the Guelph newspaper we
notice that a difficulty has arisen,
caused by a reference made (from
the pulpit) to the discipline in the
Collegiate Institute of that city, as
being too severe and unsuitable to
the class of pupils attending the
school, by the Rev. W. J. Hindley.
The matter was referred to at the
first meeting thereafter of the Trus-
tee Board. A motion was made to
appoint a committ2 to make in-
quiry and report.  The Principal
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was  heard in explanation, and
thereupon an amendment was moved
and carried, to the effect that the
Board had the fullest confidence in
the Principal, and were entirely
satisfied with his management of
the school.

The reverend gentleman now
ciaims that the Board did not give
him British fair play in condewm-
ing him unheard.

1t seems to us that Mr. W. J.
Hindley was the transgressor of
British fair play in the first in-
stance in condemning the Principal
of the school unheard. The rev-
erend gentleman must know the
“royal way ” of dealing with breth-
ren in such cases as the one under
consideration.

The mortal remains of Cecil
Rhodes have been laid to rest in
his chosen spot, amid the hills of
South Africa. ~ Now the question
is, tell us something of Jno. Cecil
We select a word or two contributed
by his father’s family. A pot of
jam is missing.  The housckeeper
is concerned about it.  She tells
his mother, who questions the young
boy if he knew anything about it.
“Yes,” says Cecil, “I have ecten
it; it was good; make some more.”
The years pass. Cecil goes to Ox-
ford, Oriel College. On account
. of ill-health he is advised to go to
his brother in South Africa.  He
takes the advice, and returns more
than once to his college in Oxford.
During the time of his college at-
tendance, he and another gentleman
are sole occupants of an ordinary
stage on the road leading mnorth
from Cape Town. Mr. Rhodes
was totally absorbed in studying the
English prayer-hook. For four days
these solitary companions do not

say a word to each other. “ For
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God’s sake,” says his companion,
“tell me who you are, or Il g
mad. Are you a clergyman? 1 see
you are reading the prayer-book ¢on-
stantly.”  Thereupon, Mr. Rhodes
told him who he was, that he was
preparing for an cxamination at
Oxford, and that the prayer-hook
was one of the books to be examined
upon.  His fellow-traveller was
Sir Charles Warren, who is now
very well known in connection with
South Africa.  Another glint of
light  from the home. “ The
Jameson Raid” is all the rage in the
English-speaking world. Who were
the promoters? Who furnished 1'1e
funds? Could it be justified? ete.,
etec. To find out the facts of the
case «n inquiry was ordered. It is
reportéd to his mother that Mr.
Cecil was to be examined.  “ Send
for him,” she says, “send for him;
he will tell the truth.”  We have
no doubt she remembered the inci-
dent of the pot of jam.

By various plans, co-operation,
and companies Mr. Rhodes accuriu-
lates a large amount of property, a
marvellous sum when we recollect
the smallness of his capital. But
the man Cecil Rhodes was in all the
plans and companies, and such a
man is much more than capital.
For years he was the virtual ruler
of South Africa.  The union of the
various and different parts of the
British Empire into one living, free
unity, was Mr. Rhodes’ dream. TFor
this,what would he not have darel to
attempt and do® The realization of
his dream, he based upon the union
of the Teutonic race, represented hy
Germany on the Continent of
Europe, the United States on this
Western Continent, and, as centre,
the Empire of Great Britain in all
the continents.

The spiritual bond is the co-edu-
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vation of tne hest born, the best
hred, and the most capable and am-
bitious of the voung men in these
cmpires.  For this purpose scholar-
ships are established in Oxford to
support these young men for three
vears.  Mav the results for the well-
being of the peoples of the world
be commensurate with the spacious
gifts and with the high ideal of the
iperial donor.

To support these «hosen young
men for three vears, a series of
scholarships is founded in the Uni-
verzitr of Oxford.

A contemporary gives in brief the
provisions, which we subjoin:

The will disposes of £6.000,000.

Nearly £2,000,000 of this sum is
bequeathed for education.

There are 179 scholarships to be
founded in the Colleges of Oxford
Cniversity, absorbing annually £51,-
750,

The alloiment gives sixty schol-
arships to the colonies, one hundred
and four to the United States (be-
ing two fos each state or territory),
and fifteen to Germany (nomina-
tion to be by the Kaiser).

To improve his own College of
Oriel, at Oxford, he gives £100,000.

Grote Schuur, his * autiful home
near Cape Town, is left as a resi-
dence for future Prime Ministers of
the Federal Staves of South Africa,
and endowed with £1,000 a year.

The gardens are to be a public
park until the formation of such a
Federal Government,

Al his landed property in
Bliodesia is left for the instruction
of the people of Rhodesia.

The Matoppos are to be a public
park for the people of Buluwayo,
with £4,000 a vear as maintenance.

On the hill known as “ The View
of the World,” where his own grave
lies, is to be the burial place of ali
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who “ deserve well of their country”™
m Federated South Africa.

A perpetual model farm is pro-
vided in Rlodesia, near Salisbury,
and endowed with £2,000 a year.

Dalham Hall estate, Newmarket,
goes to Celonel Frank Rhodes, wiih
remainder to his youngest brother.

“ A power is passing from the eaxth

To breathless nature’s dark ubyss,

But when the great and good depart,

What is it more than this—

That man who is from God sent
forth,

Doth yet again to God return >—

Such ebb and flow must ever be,

Then wherefore should we mourn ?”

—Wordsworth.

One of the ablest of the con-
tributors to The Canada Educa-
tional Monthly has passed away
from us by the departure of the
late Rev. Principal Gen. M. Grant.
British Canadians rejoiced in his
patriotism ; alsc me¢n of worth ad-
mired his alertness and fearlsssness
in expressing his attachment to the
“flag ”—the symbol of justice and
freedom.

Our friend did noble work as a
minister of the Gospel of the
Blessed God our Saviour; his quali-
ties as a stateman appeared in what
he did in arranging for the union
of the scparate sections of Presby-
terianism—the same healing energy
was working for the union of all
believers in the ultimate oneness of
the human race. But all the power
of his various and rich endowments
were yoked together for the life and
enrichment of Queen’s University.
The expansion of Queen’s since he
became’ its Principal in 1877; its
buoy ancy, its spirit of comradeship,
its spirit of daring and sacrifice:
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in all these priceless qualities
Queen’s is Prineipal Grant’s monu-
ment, and it is much more endur-
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ing than brass. Canada can very
ill afford to lose such a son as
George Munro Grant.

COMMENTS.

Inspector G. D. Platt, Prince
Edward County, in his annual re-
port to the County Council deals
with several matters of general
interest. Many of our readers
will be gratified to see how he
presents them to the members of
the council, and to the general
public. The Canada Educational
Monthly is obliged to the inspec-
tors who favored it witk copies of
their annual reports. The contents
of these reports we will endeavor
to note to the extent our space
will allow. The report follows:

Mr. Warden and Gentlemen,—«
In presenting my repoit of the
school statistics for the year 1go1
vou will notice very few changes
from the figures of the previous
vear. The ratepayers in the sec-
tions of the county always ap-
pear desirous of having a good,
efficient school and of maintaining
it on the most economical princi-

ples. In some instances the econ-
omy seemed rather too pro-
nounced.

The change in the item of muni-
cipal grants during the past few
years, by which every school of
one teacher receives $150 a year
from a fund raised by the whole
township, affords a govd measure
of relief to the weaker sections
and is duly appreciated. The
amount varies greatly in the dif-
ferent sect’>ns of the county.
Some carry over a sufficient
amount to pay the salaries of their
teachers quarterly as the law pro-

vides, but in very many sections
the stingv method prevails of pay-
ing over the one or two grants
and compelling the teacher to wait
for the balance until the close of
the year. This practice shouid be
changed. It will cost the section
no more to pay teachers quartetiy
than vearly. In Dicton the teach-
ers are paid monthly.

The number of teachers employv-
ed last year was 82, of whom 30
were males and 52 females. The
average salaries were $352.85 and
$263.70, respectively. The certif
cates were 4 first-class, 24 second-
class and 54 third-class.

The crop of entrance candidates
was again large and rather more
than the usual percentage was suc-
cessful. This examination affcrds
one of the best tests of the char-
acter of the teaching done in our
schools, though it is often allow-
ed to exercise toc great an in-
fluenc in forming an estimate of a
teacher’s ability, Indeed, it 1s
very evident that frequently both
teachers and pupils are injuriously
affected by the anxiety of parents
and trustees for success at this
examination. The pressure direct-
ly and indirectly exerted upon
them leads to improper methods
in preparation and the deep, broad
culture that should be aimed at is
narrowed by leaving off almost
everything that will not count at
the examination. The result of
such training. or rather want of
children to and from: it, has only
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it,is a plant of forced growth that
contrasts very sharply with the
one more carefully and naturally
developed. In this way the con-
scientious, painstaking teacher is
often sacrificed 1o over-anxiety on
the part of those who grow impa-
tient for results. A, suggestion
imported froi~ tne United States
towards the consolidation of a
part of all sections in a township
and the formation of a central
school under several teachers and
the necessary conveyance of the
lately been broached in this prov-
ince. While there are some prob-
able ad antages to be urged in
favor of the srheme, there are
some serious objections to coun-
terbalance them. The primary ob-
ject of the change is supposed to
be that of lessening the school
expenses to the people, and it
is also claimed that a graded
school would be mare thorongh
and efficient than an ungraded
one.

Now the initial expense of erect-
ing and furnishing a suitable
building for a central school
would certainly be considerable,
an. as the scheme is experimental
in character ‘'t would n»t be wise to
sell the discarded houses lest they
he again required. But even more
lorm dable than this would be
cost of transportation of the chil-
dren to and from the scheol at
all seasons of the year.

As to the advantages of a grad-
ed school over an ungraded one,
there is room for a difference of

opinion in the matter. It is con-
tended by educationists that the
more individual teacht.ng children
can receive, up to a certain limit,
the better, for simultaneous teach-
ing too often degenerates into
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machine work and cram. [his
sor. may store the memory bhut
does not develop the mental pow-
er—to do that, pupils require time
to think, tor which an ungraded
school is best adaptd.

But = strong objection to the
proposed schemic is that it empha-
sizes unduly the commercial idea
in education. One would expect
such a scheme to originate in the
United States. In this country
the saving of money is not the
paramc.ant object of life and our
people do not worship the al-
mighty dollar to the same extent
that our neighbors do. In fact the
dollar is not almighty in Canada.
We do not L_ur complaints on the
score of burdensome taxation and
yet most of our experienced teach-
ers receive fair salaries. Our rate-
payers in general never grudge a
liberal expenditure for a good
school,

The proposed scheme is expect-
ed to provide better salaries for
fewer teachers, and to that extent
it will not be a saving in expendi-
ture over the present system, and
on the other hand, limiting the de-
mand for teuchers, will greatly in-
crease the over-supply of which
great complaint is made in some
parts of the proviuce.

It appears to me that there will
probably be little use made of the
permiss.ve legislation on the ques-
tion lately passed in Toronto.

—Picton Gazette.

It mey be said that while in one
sense the year 1901 has been in
some respects the mosi unfavorable
the mining industry of British Col-
umbia has ever experienced, it has
also been the best.  Progress of a
vel - substantial character has been
made.  The test has been a hard
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one, but it has been courageously
met, and the industry is to-day up-
on a healthier and more established
footing than at any period in its
historv.  If there has been a fall-
ing off in silver, lead and placer
gold output, this is more than off-
set by the great increase in copper
and lode-gold production, and the
value of the mineral yield in 1901
should certainly not fall below
twelve million dollars.  Larger
sums were distributed as dividends
during the past year than in any
previous  corresponding  period,
while there were fewer mining
fiascos and an almost entire disap-
pearance of “wild-catting” meth-
ods.  The prospect is eminently
cheering, for as the year closes labor
differences have been settled, condi-
tions as affecting the silver-lead
mining districts have been im-
proved, new discoveries at Horsefly
and elsewhere promise well, and ac-
tivity prevails in nearly every sec-
tion of the country.  This new
vear will also zee, doubtless, the
opening up of new and promising
districts by railways, while the pro-
ductive area will also be extended
by the addition of territorv wherein
heretofore development operations
have alone been in | rogress.—
Bureau of Provinecial Information,

B.C.

A greal many owls are reported
in Manitoulin Island this ycor, and
people are shooting them by whole-
sale to be stuffed, whereupon a con-
temporary remarks that the best in-
terests of Manitoulin Island would
be served if the owls were alive in
the woods instead of being used as
ornaments in spare rooms or front
parlors. If there is an wunusual
number of owls up there it simply
means that there i an unusual
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amount of work for them to do, azd
if they are shot and not allowed to
do their work the farmers will prob-
ably have reason to regret it. The
owls are there hecause rats and mice
abound.  Instead of killing them,
the people of the locality should re-
gard their coming as a profec.’>n
against pests. Charles W. Nash, of
‘Toronto, has written a pamphlet
about the birds of Ontario, which
the Department of Agriculture has
published, and in it he shows that
the lLilling of owls and hawks on
sight is extremely foolish.  The
great horned or cat owl occasionaliy
kills poultry and partridges, but it
chiefly lives on rats, mice, squirrels,
skunks, rabbits, and muskrats. Mr.
Nash’s own investigations, and
those conducted by Dr. Fisher for
the Washington Government, show
that the cat owl is the only member
of the family that ever kills poul-
try, while all the others—the long-
eared, the short-eared, the barred
and the screech owls—subsist
almost exclusively on rats, mice,
and insects. Mr. Nash says of them
that in following out the natural law
which governs their lives they
greatly help to keep in check that
vast army of little animals which,
if allowed to increasc unrestrained
by their natural enemies, would in
a few seasons destroy all vegetation
on the face of the earth.

Hawks meet with the same un-
reasoning enmity. There are eleven
species common in Ontario, and of
these only five are ever known to
touch pouliry, and twe of the eleven
are the chief offenders. ‘The
goshawk kills poultry, but he is scen
in Ontario in winter only. He is
a large bird, while the hawks that
prey on chickens .in summer are
small ones. “Hen hawks” never
touch poultry, and seldom or never
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kill hirds of any kind. These big,
heavy-winged birds are killed at
every opportunity, and yet they are
among the best friends the farmer
has. lhcvlne on mice, toads, frogs,
squirrels, and snakes, and the rough-
legged  variety is particu]ar]y
spoken of by Mr. Nash as a bless-
ing to the country. Ie estimatles
that cach marsh hawk cats six field
mice every day he is in the Pro-
vince.—~Free Press, London, Ont.
- \

Undoubtedly the two animals
showing the closest approach to hu-
man intelligence, so far as social
organization and harmonious co-
operation for the common welfare
are concerned, are the ant and the
beaver, according to a Rochester
writer. Many w onderful stories of
the brain-work dxspla\ed by ants
have been told. and here is one about
a colony of beavers on the Aroo-
stook River, in Maine, near the vil-
lage of Caribou. They have built
a d*un of logs and mud 250 feet
long, turning the river back upon
the lowlands for a distance of three
miles, and thus ereating a great
lake. The account of their opera-
tion says: “Trees a foot in diame-
ter have been cut down by the
beavers, the branches trimmed off,
and the trunks in some mysterious
manner brought to the dam and
submerged. The dam is Dbetter
than many on the river that have
been built’ by men, and the Caribou
people are rather proud of it. Over
1,000 beavers have worked hard on
this job for several months, and they
will be allowed to remain in posses-
sion all winter.” 'This, we are told,
is *instinet.”

Those beavers are certainly prac-
tical engineers and mechanics, as
well as marvels of intelligent in-

dustry. How did they learn their
trade %—Lducational Gazette.

The New York Tribune has some
good and truthful words for Canada.
It is not often that we have the
pleasure of printing such kind
words from our cousins south of the
line.  The Tribune says:

The popular idea that the climate
of Western Canada is severe has been
a serious obstacle to its development.
It is true the winters are cold. but
not much more so than in Minnesota
and the Dakotas.  On the other
hand, the warm chinook winds
from the west make Canada, es-
pecially Alberta, distinetly more
temperate than some of the north-
western states.  The equable cli-
mate of Alberta is highly praised
by all Americans who have settled
in it, and its Rocky Mountain re-
sorts, such as Banif, Glacier. and
Field, are patronized largely by
Americans, especially by sufferers
from hay fever. Iven where the
winters are found to be severe there
is an offset in the fact that the days
in summer are long, and vegeta-
tion thus gets a great deal of =un-
light. As to the general condi-
tions of the country—eclimatic,
social, and political—the Journal
prints signed letters from former
citizens of the northwestern States,
who declare that they are entirely
satisfied.  The laws are just, the
taxation is light, and churches and
schools are being rapidly built.
Many Americans, indeed, who have
taken farms are growing rich, and
even farm laborers find steady em-
ployment at good wages.  More-
over, in Western Canada there is
lnrdl) a trace of that narrow pro-
vincialism even yet to be found oc-
casionally in  Eastern Canada,
which fondly cherishes the old
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hatreds engendered by the war of
the revolution.  The people feel
little intervest in old political Shib-
holeths, and there is absolutely no
prejudice  against Americans  or
American ideas.  On the contrary,
all, of whatever nationality, are
weleomed on  condition that they
will take a hand in the industrial
development of the country.  Ap-
parently “the sleeping empire be-
yond ” is awaking to a realization
of its great possibilities.

The following interesting figures
and deductions therefrom have been
prepared from the recent report of
the Superintendent of Public In-
struction :

Pro-
1501, R.C. testant, Total
Schools under Boards and
“* Independent ™ 5,019 951 5,970
Scholars  .......iven... 270,174 35,407 314,851
Attending schools of dif-
ferent fasth ........ 2,606 1,422 —_—
Teachers, total ... ... 8,761 1,423 10,180
Teachers, ** Religious ™ 3,545 1 —
Teachers, lay, male.... 275 101 375
Teachers, lay, female... 4041 1,326 6,267
With Diplomas ........ 4,828 1,200 5,772
Without Diplomas, Lay
Teachers ....o..... i34 137 s
Without Diplomas, *‘ Re-
ligious > ... 3,545 1 —_—
Average salarics, Male
Teachers  with  Dip-
Jomas—
Elementary .....co.oe..n $231  $£1,149 -
Model and Academy ... 510 502 --
Average salaries, Fe-
male Teachers, with
Diplomas—
Clementary  .....ooeen. 13 20 —
Madel and Academy.... 125 Rt —_—

Besides the above, there are 45
other institutions, universities, col-
leges, normal schools, cte., attended
by 11,626 students.  The report
shows inerease of Roman Catholic
schools, 66; scholars, 4,795; and
teachers, 390; and a Protestant de-
crease of eight schools and 1,167
scholars, and an increase of 30
teachers.

Qut of 6,658 lay teachers, there
are only 391 men, a decrease of 15
and 6,267 women, an increase of
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149; showing the rapid transfer to
women of Public School education.
Of the 391 men, 307 are engaged in
superior schools.  The inerease in
the number of “religieux? is 286,
showing a reversion to the high
figures in this class six or seven
years ago.  The number of teach-
ers without diplomas shows: Roman
Catholie, an increase of 119, and
Protestant of 54.  This is a start-
ling increase of Protestants, {rom
83 to 137, arising probably from
the recently introduced policy of
compulsory attendance at the Norx-
mal School.  Graduates often de-
cline the small salaries offered, and
School  Boards illegally appoint
teachers without diplomas, and do
not care if they thereby forfeit the
Government grant, as it is so small.
As to average salaries, there is a
general increase. It is most notice-
able with Protestant female teach-
ers  with diplomas  in  superior
schools, raised from $152 to §201.
It looks as if there must be some
mistake in average salary of Protes-
tant elementary male teachers with
diplomas, $1,149.  Last year it
was  $663, and the year before
$345.—Montreal Witness.

The following description of an
English Rural Schaol, taken from
the Yorkshire Post, will be read
with interest Dby all our teachers
and others interested in education:

“When the Education Depart-
ment mgde up its mind that coun-
try children should have special
teaching, and got the current Code
out, there was in the Bronte terri-
tory a village school to which it
owed some 1deas. It is at Stan-
bury —the cluster of grey houses
passed in going up to Charlette’s
waterfall.  Wild moors environ it.
aworth has changed, but Stanbury
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is almost as it was in Charlotte

Bronte’s time.

“The master of this school was
askeld by the Inspectorate to furnish
them with a scheme of nature study
such as he had been developing in
practice for six yeuars. The Depart-
ment’s new circular to country
teachers contains few features that
his work has not anticipated, and
the school in its present state is
one of the most interesting in Ing-
land. Window sills and the master’s
desk and certain cupboards are a
museum of the plant and insect life
of the couniry side; it is extant on
a small scale of cultivation in sun-
dry bell jars, pots, and dishes; and
the children, from the cldest down
to the youngest, can tell you some-
thing about the life history of what
is under their eyes daily growing
and changing. Catch them in play-
time, and you find a great many
of them flocking round the speci-
mens, crying out as they discover
changes that have happened over-
night, spying wonders through
pocket lenses, telling cach other
what comes next, and giving every
growth and phase its name as na-
turally as they would sweak of a
kitten’s tail. They are free to run
out, but this keeps them in—it is
a sufficient break with the windows
open.  They brought all these ‘lit-
tle wick things’ to the school them-
selves, knowing where to find them
in tiny egg and larva just as well
as any field naturalist; the marvel
of unfolding life is not tedions; and
yet you would think the merry din
outside as interesting.

“In the Code all this is repre-
sented by the dry word Secience.’
When it was begun in 1896, the
Code requirements under the head
of Science was that children should
be taught some simple facts and
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principles of heat and chemistry.
Very well and necessary this, but
for country children not the hest
possible means of either training
them to use their eyes, or making
life seem fuller than it had dore to
their fathers and mothers, or teach-
ing reverence, urbanity, and human
sentiments in out-of-the-way places.

“Mr. Bradley is a naturalist. In
some sort all country teachers who
are not naturalists already must be-
come such. IHe drafted a scheme
of naiure study hased on the com-
monest types of life about him, and
we have in the district a body of
alert school inspectors who were
only too glad to find a master able
to humanize the science course in
such a way. They let him go to
work, and the scheme grew year by
year.

“What may seem surprising is
that children absorb such teaching
very young. The life history of the
frog, verified with their own eves,
1s assimilable by the voungest, and
in the opinion of Canon Lyttelton,
whose book on ¢Training of the
Young in the Laws of Sex’ is likely
o do much for civilization, chil-
dren cannot be accustomed too early
to think of the principle of quality
in nature as a simple though for-
ever a wonderful law. 2lost will
think it best to begin with plant
life, and Mr. Bradlev's first essay
was to show the broad difference
between such a flowering plant as
the primrose and non-flowering
tyvpes like the club mosses and ferns.
His elder children have each a pair
of needles  stuck into  wooden
handles, home-made, for the pur-
pose of dissecting flower and bud
and seed, so that the simpler clas-
sification of botany may be learned
by observation. When a tvpical dis-
seclion has been done, thev write
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down the yesults, and, as in the cle-
mentary  schools of the United
States, a diagram is always drawn,
however crudely. Tor insects, it is
convenient to begin with such as
the bee, the blue-bottle fly, and the
butterfly. There was an immense
sensation when, after tending them
from the egg through the catter-
pillar stage to the chrysalis the
children first saw butterflies creep
out and spread their wings; another
at the sight of their instant flut-
tering cagerness when a bunch of
Virginia stock was introduced into
the big bell jar, and on the deft
proboscis darted into deep honey-
cups. Lesson on fertilization, of
course, with some reference to cross-
ing.”

Like a gardener, the teacher prov-
idently caters for all seasons. A
glance at the Stanbury scheme for
the coming year will prove this, ie.,
the sylabus for Standards V., VI,
and V1I.:

“They have learnt already all
about the snowdrop, gathered the
usual catking of willow, birch, and
hazel that serve for a text of tree-
lore, found the winged seeds of syca-
more and silver birch beginning to
sprout, brought in the spawn of
frog and newt and pond snail. In
botany, as the year goes on, they
will learn the bluebell, the marsh
marigold, the dandelion, and the
butterfly orchis for flowering plants;
a sundew of moorland nooks and
the hutterwort for insect eaters;
ferns, mat moss, and mushrooms
for plants that do not flower. In-
sect life and its reproduetion is
made perfectly fascinating with
such aquatic subjects as the gnat
and the bloodworm. The children
actually find the little saucer-like
rafts of eggs, objects for the mi-
croscope, examine the floating larva
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with its Dreathing tube on the sur-
face film, and its mouth below, head
down, and see the perfeet blood-
sucker take flight for the edification
of patient anglers. With the frog
and pond snail goes the ea:thworm,
and evervone knows what a story
Darwin made of that. TFour hours
a week being given to nature study,
there is time in the winter months
for lessons in heat and in the chem-
istry of air and water.

“On fine Friday afternoons one
may see a village school ideally
taught in the open air. Broken
weather confines it to the play-
ground; but, not being laid with
concrete or blighted with much
smoke, the playground grows things.

“ Do you imagine there is the least
question of vagabondage and {ru-
antry when the school goes out
a-botanizing ? Anvthing so overdone
were from the purpose of truantry,
whose end, both at the first and now,
was and is to make as ‘twere the
best of Nature. The master’s care
is not that. It is to see that every
small naturalist. who finds a treasure,
however inconsiderabie, gets the
right word of help about it; for they
come continually running. How
far it all is from idling naturalists
will know when I say that boys and
girls of twelve know how to seek
and recognize the prothallium of
ferns.

“In other ways the school is
faught for country needs and ip-
terests. Geography begins with the
visible hills and streams, drawn
from local maps and shaped in clay ;
and there is a collection of local fos-
sils. In one year a rain-gauge was
kept, its record compared with others
of the district, and the reasons of
their difference explained. Some-
thing is taught about soils, mud,
clay, sand, and gravel, useful as a
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foundation for any agricultural in-
struction proper that may follow.
In arithmetic special attention is
paid to measuring problems Boys
learn how to take the cubical con-
tents of a haystack and a quarry
block, or to find the area of a mead-
ow; for any children who may go to
the towns, there are, however, object
lessons on  cotton, wool, silk, and
their manufacture.  Many other
country schoools, no doubt, have
similar adaptations to their own
needs, but the Department expects
that almost all should get into closer
touch with life.

“There is a lamentable want of
suitable text-books for Nature study.
For forest trees Mr. Bradley has
found nothing more compendious
than books on single British timber-
growths. TFor aquatic insects Miall’s
pook is invaluable, and so ave his
¢ Objeet Lessons from Nature’ and
‘Round the Year” The West Rid-
ing County Council have done great
things for rural teachers in provid-
ing lecture course. by Prof. Miall
and others, and paying the railway
fares of those who came into Leeds
and Bradford to hear them. Such
lectures will now be still more
largely attended, and text.books will
doubtless come in time.
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“ Meantime in Stanbury one sees
burst frogs no longer in the roads.
It is better fun to watch a frog
catch flies than it was to blow one
up. Between them, the schools at
Stanbury and Oldfield, a strong out-
post on the other side of the dale,
have put an end to Dbird-nesting.
There has probably in those parts
never been such a hatching out ‘of
broods as this year since the Ice
Age.”

The courses are adapted to the
needs of teachers now in service and
of those who intend to be teachers.
Several of the more elementary,
however, are intended also to meet
the needs of beginners. Some may
be taken in licu of the correspond-
ing courses in Harvard College or
the Lawrence Scientific School, and
may be counted towards the degree
of A.B. or S.B.

Board and lodging may be ob-
tained in Cambridge during the
sumnmer vacation at a cost of from
$4 to $10 per week. Students may
live most economically by hiring
rooms in private houses and taking
their meals at the restaurant pro-
vided by the Committee in Randall
Hall, where food will he furnished
at cost.

CURRENT

Dr. M. J. Kelly, LL.B., Presi-
dent of the Brant County Alumni
Association, has resigned the posi-
tion of Inspector of Schools in
Brant County, after thirty years of
service.

E. B. Hutcherson, B.A., has re-
cently been appointed headmaster
of the High School at Regina, Assa.

EVENTS.

D. Whyte, B.A., who has been on
the staff of the High School at Nia-
gara Falls, Ont., is now science

master in the Collegiate Institute at
Owen Sound.

D. P. McColl, B.A., who was for-
merly superintendent of the city
schools of Calgary, is now inspec-



23¢

tor of schools in the district of Cal-
gary, Alta.

With a view to giving teachers
some elementary instruetion in cer-
tain departments of technical edu-
cation, a summer school, under the
direction of the Minister of Educa-
tion, will be held at the Normal
Sehool, Toronto, heginning Wednes-
day, July 3rd. The courses of
study, which will be free, will em-
brace manual {raining, domestic
science, nature study, drawing, and
musie,  Lectures will be given by
specialists in the differert subjects.

The estimated  expenditure for
the next fiscal vear, Dominion of
Canada, iz 59,100,939,

Prof. Stocklev, of the University
of New Brunswick, has resigned to
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accept a chair at the Ottawa Uni-
versity.

The corn duties resolution was
adopted by the British IHouse of
Commons by 283 to 197.

The Canadian Pacific announces
reductions in freight rates between
Lake Superior and Manitoba points,
ranging from 40 to 44 cents per
100 pounds,

2\ course of military instruction
for school teachers of High Schools
or Collegiate Institutes in Outario
will be held at Stanley Barracks,
Toronto, commencing on the 7th
of July.

LEric Sharp, the fifteen-year-old
son of a Ningston grocer, deliber-
ately shot and killed Beatrice Hol-
land, fourteen vears of age, because
she snatched his hat off at school.

SCIENCE.
By J. B. Turner, B.A.

NATURE STUDY.

This subject is rapidly making
a place for itself in the work of the
schools of our Province. Its value
as mental discipline with even the
voungest of our school-children
stould appeal to every teacher to
fairly consider its merits. The
abundance of material on every
hand for the successful prosecution
of Nature study brings the subject
within the reach of those whe¢ are
desirous  of taking advantage of
whatever will contribute to the suc-
cess of the school work. The work
in this delightful subject has suf-
fered in the past from imperfect
or incorrect ideas as to what Na-
ture study really is and what it im-
plies. Too often it has been to a
large extent talks by the teacher
about natural objects, or the rcad-

ing from recognized authors on
some subject connected with na-
tural history. Both of these are
very good in their way, but they
are not Nature study.

Nature study, if it is ever to ac-
complish anything, must make de-
mands on the activities of the child,
must make him the active partiei-
pant in the work, not the passive
recipient of a mass of information
which may or may not have any
value or meaning for him. In con-
nection with Nature study there
has recently been published by
Copp, Clark & Co. a text-bool;, or
rather a guide-book, on the sub-
ject, by Mrs. Crawford. This work
is the result of several years’ ex-
perience in teaching in the Toronto
Normal School and the product of
several years of thought and work
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on the part of the author. The in-
troductory chapters contain a state-
“ent oof the principles underlying
the work in Nature study, anl they
alzo point out the mistakes of the
past, so that these may be avoided
for the tuture. The remainder of
the hook is made up of tyve lessons
from every department of Nature.
These, however, are not intended
as anything more than types. If
the materials employed in these les-
=ons are not available, then other
material that are at hand may be
substituted, and the principles of
these lessons applied in the study
of it
This work is the first of the
kind, as far as the writer knows,
by a Canadian author, and is of Very
high merit. It avoids the super-
ficialty too often found. in works
pretending to deal with this sub-
jeet, while it gives an excellent
statement of the principles applie-
able in Nature study, and outlines
a course that is comprehensive
cnough to meet the requirements
of our schools. Whatever excuse
there may have been in the past
for the employment of imperfect
methods in Nature study is, to &
large extent, removed by this book,
and it is to be hoped that it will
meet  with the apprecjation its
merits demand.
A School Chemistry. Bv  Dr.
John Waddell, Quecen’s Univer-
sity. The MaeMillan Co., Lon-
don and New York; George N.
Morang, Toronto.
The aim of this

text-book is
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stated by the author in his preface
to be “to help the pupil in the
discovery of new [acts, to enable
hiin to see their connections, and
to show how facts lead to theory,
and theory aids in investigation
and in the discoverv of further
facts. The subject is presented in
what scems to me the correet pros-
pective, theory being subordinated
to fact. The author has, through-
out the hook, closely adhered to the
task he has set himself, and if the
experiments described are carefully
performed and the questions in
conection with each conscientiously
answered from the results of the
experiments, the student will have
obtained a good grasp of the ele-
mentary  principles of chemistry.
The object of a course in clemen-
tary chemistry should he rather to
acquaint the student with the pro-
cesses of the subject, and thus give
him the ability to go on with the
work he has undertaken than to
load his mind with a mass of facts
with regard to the substances
treated. This the author scems to
have had constantly before him in
preparing the text. Tt is just pos-
sible too much is suggested to the
student by the questions that are
asked in conmection with cach ex-
periment.

The latest ideas on this difficult
subject suitable to an elementary
course are embodied in this work.
The preface is espeecially valuable
on account of the statement of
pedagogic principles contained in
it
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SCHOOL HYGIENE.
Helen MacMurchy, M.D.

A Refuge for Dependents.

There are too many people in the
alms-house. Theenergy of the State
has been exerted to take care of
the unfortunates, rather than to
prevent men and women from be-
coming unfortunate. Out of a
total of 2,936 inmates of the alms-
house on Blackwell’s Island, only
56 were born in the United States;
2,382 were foreign born, and of

this number 1,017 were born in
Ireland alone. There is a law for-
bidding the immigration of pau-

pers, but from this it would ap-
pear that the law is being evaded.
Of these, 2,729 were admitted for
destitution, helpless, in the main,
because they had yielded to the
desire for drink until long-suffer-
ing friends could no longer bear
the burden of their existence and
had to turn them over to the State.
It is not within the province of my
paper to say how many of these
persons could have been made self-
respecting and self-supporting if
the environment that first led them
in the downward path had been
minimized or swept away altogeth-
er—John W. Keller, Commission-
er of Public Chgrities, New York
City.

The Death Rate of Great Cities.

The death-rate for great capitals
of Europe for the last five years
of the nineteenth century was as
follows:

London, 1896, 18.6 per 1,000;
1897, 18.2; 1898, 18.7; 1899, 19.8;
1600, 18.8.

Berlin, 1896, 19.0; 1897, 18.6;

1898, 17.7; 1899, 19.7; 1900, 18.7.
Paris, 1896, 19.1; 1897, 18.1;
1898, 19.1; 1899, 19.2; 1900, 19.4.
Vienna, 1896, 22.36; 18y7. 21.30;

1898, 20.35: 1899, 20.63; 1Y00.
20.42.
Moscow (approximately) 1890,

20.22; 1807, 28.37; 1898, 29.02;
1899, 28.02: 1900, 30.94.

Our large American cities com-
pare favorably with these figures.
In New York the death-rate is
10.95; in Philadelphia, 18.26: in
Boston, 19.06; in Chicago, 1.4.68.
As we pointed out last weel,
Montreal, although nect in the
same class with these very large
cities, has almost the highest civic
death-ratc in Am rica, it being
25.46 per 1,000. It is somewhat
remarkable how nearly alike many
of the large cities are in this re-
spect.

The Philadelphia Medical Journal

Health of Chicago.

The report of the Health Depart.
ment of Chicagoshows that from Jan.
1 to- March 29, 1902, there were
6,638 deaths from all causes. an
excess of 608, or 10 per cent. more
in the actual number and 6 1-2 per
cent. more in proportion to popu-
lation than for the corsesponding
period of 1901. The almost epi-
demic prevalence of the communi-
cable diseases of childhood has
caused the Commissioner to renew
his efforts to secure the co-opera-
tion of the Public School teachers
in  preventing  their  spread.
Through the assistance nf School
Superintendent E. G. Cooley, a
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copy of the circular, “ Suggestions
for the Teaching of Cleanliness
Among School Children,” is being
put in the hands of every teacher,
with the request from the superin-
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tendent that they be continuously
enforced. The gist of these sug-
gestions is that much may be done
to restrict the spread of contagion
by teaching habits of cleanliness.

CORRESPONDENCE.

County Mober ScrooLs.—Dr. J. George ]. Hodgins.

On behalf of the correspondent
who had called your attention to
one or two points in the editorial
in the Educational Monthly of
last  April on ¢« County Model
Schools " I desire to make the fol-
low'ng remarks :—

The necessity of these schools
was felt more than forty years ago,
and provision was then made for
their establishment. Thus, in the
first School Act passed in 1843 to
regulate Common Schools in this
province, section 57 of that Act
declares :—

“ That it shall and may be law-
ful for the court of wardens of any
county in Upper Canada. .
tc raise and levy by county rate
a sum not exceding £200 ($800),
and to appropriate and expend the
same for the maintenance of one
or more County Model Schoots,
within such county, and to consti-
tute, by by-law, or by-laws, to that
effect any Township, Town or City
School, or Schools within the
county, to be, for any term not
less than one year, such county
Model School or Schools,” ete.

“A sum not less than £40”
was aporopriated to each sucn
school towards “the payment of
the tcachers and the purchase of
books and apparatus.” The 66th

section of the same Act also de--
clared :(—-

“That in every such Township,
Town, o1 City Model School grai-
tutous mstruction shall be given
teachers of Common Schools
within the Township, Town, or
City, wherein such model schy>l
may be established during such
periods and under such regulations
of the Touwnship, Town, or City
Saperintendert may from time 1o
time direct.”

Again, in the first Common
School Act prepared by Dr. Ryer-
son, and passed in 1846, after pro-
viding for the establishment of
District Model Schools—it was
declared (sec. 40) :—

“That at every such District
Model School gratuitous instruc-
tion shall be afforded to all teach-
ers of Common Schools within
the district in which such Model
School may be established during
such period and under such regu-
lations as the District Superinten-
dent may from time to time di-
rect.”

These county model schools (as
it will be seen) had higher func-
tions than have the county model
schools of the present day. They
were designed to afford instruction
to persons who were already
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teachers, and werce thus in Dr.
Ryerson’s views constituted local
Normal Schools for that purpose
So much importance did Dr. Ryer-
son attach to the value of training
institutions for teaching, and so
much did he anticipate a demand
for them that on page 162 of his
Report on a System of Public ple-
mentary Instruction, published in
1845, he said :—

“As soon as examples of the
advantages of trained teachers can
be given, I believe the ratio of de-
mand will increase faster than that
of supply, and but an additional
Normal School will soon be re-
quired in each of the most popu-
lous districts.”

Then again so jealously was the
cfficiency of these district or Coun-
ty Model Schools guarded that in
the same Act, 9 Vic,, chap. 20, it
was provided that no teacher
could be appointed to such
labor, without the approval in
writing of the District Superin-
tendent, and unless he held a
certificate from the Normal
School (which was establish-
ed in 1847). In addition to
the:e requirements power was
given to the District Superinten-
dent to suspend or dismiss Model
Sihool  teachers and to appoint
others in their places, in case the
local trustees neglected or refused
to Jo sc. This District Superin-
tendent was also authorized to ex-
amine (as they often did at the
Mcdel Subeol) all “ candidates for
teaching in Common Schools ” an:l
to give them certificates of quali-
fication, special or general, at his
ciseretion.

The cucstion may here be askzd,
* Of what practical value ws-e
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these County Model Schools in
the work of training school teach-
ers?”

It was clear that these schools
were regarded in those early days
as a necessary adjunct to our sys-
tem of education, for the very pur-
pose of aiding teachers in their
professional work. Thus, Hamil-
ton Hunter, Esq., now of London,
Ontario, and a veteran in the work
—in his report as Schoot Superin-
tendent of the Home District for
the vear 1844 says:—

“The deficiency in the qualifi-
cation of teachers could be remedi-
ed by establishing in each district
a Model School upon a good scale,
and having it under the manage-
ment of a superior teacher or
teachers. The School Bill
makes provision for this, etc.”

In his report for 1847 Dr. Ryer-
son thus speaks of the operation
and  success of these schools
wherever they had been stablished.

“The School Superintendent of
Dalhousie District says:—‘ In this
(County Model School) I have
there held public examinations of
Common School teachers; and on
some occasions, when reluctant to
give them certiflcates, I have sent
them to the Model School master
for information and examination.

(These teachers) did not
make any permanent stay except
one, merely learning the mode of
instruction, the value of the studies
and discipline of the school’ . .
The Superintendent of the John-
stone District says:—. ‘Much
good has been done by the estab-
lishment of the Model School of
this District.  Several teachers
whose education was by no means
good, have acquired a sound
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knowledge of the subjects which
are required to be taught in the
Common Schools.” The Superin-
tendent of Schools in the Midland
District says:— Almost  every
teacher who has attended the
Model School for any length of
time is now teaching with good

»»

success.

In the Act (hostile to Dr. Ryer-
son) which was hurriedly passed n
1849, but which, by Order-in-
Council, never went into operation,
provision was made to establish,
or continue the County Model
Schools “in any township, town, or
city,” and granting to each of
tnem “ £25 over and above the
sum to which such schools would
be entitled as a Common School.. .
which sum shall be expended in
the payment of a teacher or teach-
ers, and for no other purpose.”

In 1850 the whole machinery of
our school system was thoroughly
revised, and the system itself re-
organized. A comprehensive
School Act prepared by Dr. Ryer-
son was then nassed, which is yet
the foundation of our Public
School system. In that Act pro-
vision for the establishment and
maintenance of township Model
Schools was made. Towuship
Councils were authorized to raise
a special tax for the support and
efficiency of these schools; and it
was “ provided likewise, that tui-
tion to student teachers in such
Model Schools should be free.”

The reason why township Model
Schools were substituted for coun-
ty on=s, is given by Dr. Ryersonin
his circular to town reeves, dated
12th August, 1850. Other reasons
contributed to this change, but the
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circular gives the chief reason. It
says i —

“ The attempts of District Coun-
cils to establish Model Schools
have thus far proved entire failures
. ‘I ne late District Councils
have in every instance, except one,
abandoned the attempt. To
the success and usefulness of a
Model School, a model teacher, at
any expense, is indispensable, and
then a Model School-house, pro-
perly furnished, and their judicious.
and energetic management.”

In addition, I may say that the
causes of failure of these valuable
training institutions in 1850, may
be incidentally learned from the
very words here used by Dr. Ryer-
son by way of suggestions to town
Reeves. These schools had nei-
ther model teachers, nor were the
buildings “ model school-houses.”
Besides, the District Superintend-
dents of that day, and after them,
the inferior township superinten-
dents, had no experience as train-
ed teachers themselves. The man
who would do the work of super-
intendence at the cheapest rate.
and as a supplemeut to his ordin-
ary income, was usually the man
chosen as Superintendent.

For twenty years this unfortu-
nate state of things existed, and un-
til, by the Act of 1871, the status
and qualifications of these most
important officers were raised to
their present high standard. The
very name was changed, and that
of Inspector substituted for one
which had become synonymous
with that of inefficiency—chiefly
for want of experience in the du-
ties of the office.

It was felt by Dr. Ryerson that
until these new officers had secur-
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ed some degree of popular favor,
and had proved their efficiency as
organizers of schools, and as prac-
tical judges, it would be useless ior
him to attempt the re-establish-
ment of the county Model Schools.
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Before that time had fully arrived
he retired from office—leaving this
important and necessary duty to
be undertaken (as it was efficient-
ly) by his successor, Hon. Adam
Crooks, as Minister of Education.

BOOKS AND MAGAZINES.

To accominodate readers who may wish it, tac publishers of Tug CaNavA EpucATioNar MonTitry will
send, postpaid, on receipt of the price, any Book reviewedin these columns,

The long story, complete in one
number, in the June “St. Nichol-
as,” 1s called “Another Chance,”
and is a story for girls, written by
Julia Truitt Bishop. Jack London
contributes a story entitled, “To
Lepel Boarders”; and there is an
intevesting article on “The Cas'le
Garden Aquarium,” by Charles Y.
Bristol.

The first article in the June “.\t-
lantic”” is one on Golf, by William
Garrott Brown, in which he dis-
cusses the game from various points
of view, and in passing pays an en-
thusiastic compliment to Mr. Ar-
nold Haultain’s disquisition of the
same subject. Miss Jean M. Me-
Ilwraith, of Hamilton, whose his-
torical romance, “The Curious Car-
cer of Roderick Campbell,” was pub-
lished by Houghton, Mifflin & Co.,,
about a year ago, contributes to this
number “A Dialogue in Hades,”
which proves to be a thorough and
conscientious survey of the work
of Walt Whitman.

The cont-nts of the June “Cos-
mopolitan include “The Coronation
of Edward Seventh ;” ¢ Cecil
Rhodes,” by John Brishane Walker;
a story by F. Hopkinson Smith, and
the beginning of a serial by Franeis
Willing Wharton.

There are two articles on College

Life in the June ¢ (Cosmopolitan:
“Oxiord University and the Amer-
ican  Students,”™  and  “ Bowdoin
College,”™ by W. L. Cole.

Among the more interesting con-
tributions in the June “ Century”
are: “The Humor of the Elder Soth-
ern,” by Lucy Derby Fuller; “ The
Adventures of a Parrot,” by H. S.
Edwards; “The Royal Family of
‘ngland,” by Oscar Browning; and
“The Recollections of a Player,”
by J. H. Stoddart.

The centents for the June “ Serib-
ner’s” include: “The New Agri-
culture,” by W. S. Harwood; “ Ar-
temis to Actweon,” by Edith Whar-
ton; “On a Baltic Sea Sloop,” by
James B. Conmolly; “A Window
Drama,” by Juliet Wilbor Thomp-
kins; “The Day Shall Declare 1t,”
by Jennette Lee; instalments of
the two serials, and otker contribu-
tions.

“The Living Age” for May 31
contains an important review of
Mr. Kidd’s Western Civilization,
taken from “The Quarterly Re-
view.”

Articles on the work of Frank
R. Stockton and Bret Harte occupy
the most prominent positions in
the June “ Book Buyer.” Th= vari-
ous departments arc as interesting
as usual.
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The complete novel in the June
“ Lippincott ™ is by Caroline (eh-
hardt, and is called .\ Real Daugh-
ter of the Revolution.™  Naturally
i* is an historiczl romance.

The leading article in the “ Sun-
day School Times™ for May 24 is
on “The Surest Road to Church
Prosperity.” The answer supplied
is to win children above all others
for the Church.

Besides a number of good short
stories and articles on varvious sub-
jects in “The Youth's Companio: ™
for June 5tk there is a short but
enthusiastic statement on the sub-
ject of women and cats, which, in
effect, remarks that considering
the indomitable nature of the cat,
women deserve wuch credit for
k. ~Ing «ll by themselves persistently
cared for it.

The May number of the “Studio”
is, as usual, of remarkable beauty
and great interest. The lead'ng
articles are on: “A German Painter:
Robert Sterl”, “ Ilustration of the
Daily Press in America”; « The
Art of Van Hore”; and “ The Cult
of the Statuette.” But to the general
rcader the article of greatest in-
terest will be that ¢u “ A Birming-
ham Architeet: W. H. Bidlake,”
fully illustrated by photographs in
detail of the houses he has de-
signed.

The April number of The Studio
opens ith a most interesting arti-
cle on “The Art of Lucien Guion,”
by Gabriel Mourey, with thirteen
illustrations of the artist’s remark-
able work, including some fine por-
traits of 1d people, and Breton
types. The second article is de-
voted to the work of the students
of the Liverpool “~chool of Art,
and contairs examples of very fine
decorative work. A ihird most at-

-

teeetive  contribution  deals with
Haly's Private Gardevs. Altogether
the April number is worthy of the
first art magazine.

The April Cosmopolitan con-
tains amongst other articles of in-
icrest a contribution, “ Vesuvius,
Destroyer of Cities,” by B. F.
Fistier, Kenyon Cox, Bret Harte.
Hopkinson Smith and Edmund
Gosse are among the contributors.

*“The Youth’s Companion” for
April 10th contains an article by
Lady Jeune, on “ Some Relics of
the Past.” -

“ Counfessions of a Wife” is the
most prominently placed cuntribu-
tion in the April Century. After
reading it one cannot help feeling
that public confes:ions are gener-
ally a mistake. But the same num-
ber contains a number of the most
reireshing short stories that have
appeared together for a long time.
“My Golf,” by Charles Battell
Loomis ; “Disciplining the R. and
0..” by Willis Gibson; “ A Hard
Road to Andy Coggins,” by Ches-
ter Bailey Fernald; and Chimimie
Fadden’s “ Discussion on L’Aig-
lon and Women,” by E. W. Town-
send, make a record in magazine
humor that it would be difficult to
surpass.

“The Methods of Tady Walder-
hurst ” is a continuation of the
most charming story Mrs. Burnett
has yet written, “The Making of
a Marchioness.” The continuation
is admirably conceived and worked
out, and while there is a little more
of the wickedness of the worid in
the second part than there was in
the first, that serves to increase the
dramatic interest. William Briggs
is the Toronto publisher of a hock
which is certain to have a large
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sale, and which will not disappoint
anyone who enjoys a well-written,
charming story.  Lady Walder-
huarst is a most lovable woman.

“The Lady Paramount” is the
first book Mr. IHarland has had
published since his great success,
“The Cardinal’s Snufl-Box.” 1t
is characterized by he same light-
ness and gaiety that made the
charm of the former book. There
is mot « .. nt of sadness or trouble
from cover to cover, nothing hut
love and fair weather, and all the
good things day-dreams are made
of. If one wants to be convinced
of the bluencss of the sky, the
sweetness of living, and the perpe-
tuity of true love, this is the book
to buy for the purpose. William
Briggs is the Toronto publisher.

William Briggs is also the Cana-
dian publisher for Miss A. P.
Laut’s second historical romance,
“Ileralds of Empire.” Miss Laut
is able easily to maintain her poSi-
tion as a successful writer of the
daring, exciting, high-pitched story
of adventure. A great wonder is
made by book-reviewers over the
fact that a woman could write such
a slashing, reckless account of much
killing and loud talking. But that
™ay be recognized as the legitimate
outcome of the preference for hoys’
books so strongly established in the
bosom of the average girl. “ Her-
alds of Empire” is a successfui
book in the sense that it achieves
everything for which it seems to
have been written. It is sure to
have a large sale and to give much
enjoyment. Miss "Laut, however,
has rather fallen behind in the bet-
ter qualities of her art since writing
“Lords of the North.”

W. H D. Mier's “ Hermarium
and Plant Description” gives 25
sheets for pressing plants, with

The Canada lducational Monthly.

convenient blanks for information
to be filled out. Ginn and Co., Bos-
ton, 7oc. oo

Mr. McLaughlin, Director of
Music in Boston and an editor of
the well-known Educational Music
Course, has prepared another valu-
able musical publication, which is
just issued by the Athenaeum
Press of Ginn and Company (Bos-
ton). It isa manual of elementary
theory for teachers and students
of vocal music reading. 55c.

Stephen A. Douglas. By Wil-
liam Garrett Brown. Cloth, pp.
141, 65 cents. Boston: Houghton,
Miffin and Co. This is a new vel-
ume in the Riverside Biographical
series. Most of the authors of
these biographies have freely con-
fessed that their work was little
more than the recasting in con-
densed form of more extended
biographies. Mr. Brown, however,
has done a certain amount of orig-
inal work, and his presentment of
Douglas’ life and character reflects
the swiftness and concentration
that characterized the career of
this brilliant figure of the abolition
struggle.

The period of exploration and
colonization in America is repre-
sented in the Riverside Biographi-
cal Series by an account of the
career of Samuel de Champlain.
Henry D. Sedgwick, ir., whose es-
says in the Atlantic Monthly have
deservedly attracted favorable at-
tention, has. in this little volume,
vividly described the great French
explorer. Champlain’s statesman-
ship, daring, and prudence made
his career a remarkable one, and
his adventures as the founder and
governor of New France, or Can-
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Carpenter’s  Geographical Reader.
By Frank G. Carpenter. Cloth,
12mo, 456 pages. With maps and
illustrations. Price, 70 cents.
American Book Company, New
York and Chicago.

The most recent issue of this se-
ries is Burope, a really attractive, al-
most fascinating book, which is prac-
tically a personally-conducted tour of
Burope, based upon recent personal
observations of the author. The
vook is profusely illustrated with
half-tones, from photographs, se-
lected to give an idea of the cus-
loms, costumes and industries of
the people, as well as of the places
in which they live. It makes an at-
tempt to make the study of geogra-
phy interesting and practical, and
will be eagerly read through by even
‘ery young pupils. Its twelve maps
are small, but very clear, and not
overcrowded.

History of Scotland. By P. Hume
Brown, M.A., LLD. Fraser
Professor of Ancient (Scottish)
History and Pal®ography in the
University of Edinburgh. Vol. I.
To the Accession of Mary Stuari.
Crown 8vo, with 7 Maps, 6s.
Vol IT.—From the Accession of
Mary Stuart to the Revolution
of 1689. Crown 8vo, with 4
Maps and Plan, 6s. Vol. III.
(Completing the Work.)

There is not in existence a com-
pendious history of Scotland which
at once supplies a consecutive nar-
rative of events and secks to trace
the gradual consolidation of the
various elements that have gone to
the making of the Scottish people.
It is an attempt to meet this want
that this book was conceived and
written.” (Taken from the preface
to the first volume.) The writing
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of history is not one of the cxaet
sciences;  therefore, writers have
voom for differences among them-
selves and so have the readers. This
history of Scotland is a good one,
but not faultless. We commend it
to our readers.

The Mind of a Child. By Ennis
Richmond.  Longmans, Green
& Co., London, England.

Mr. Richmond calls attention to
the fact ithat almost all those who:
write about child-study and on
child-study, do so chiefly for the
writer’s personal advantage, not for
the advantage of the child or the
community; and he endeavors to
present the child from the stand-
point of the child’s good and the
good of society. In the perform-
ance of this effort he gives many
useful hints for the upbringing of
the young, both to parents and
teachers.

Training in good habits from in-
fancy requires the very best edu-
cators. Mr. Richmond takes self-
assertiveness for the common word
egotism, and advises to avoid evil
by inculeating the opposite; the
symbol for which he takes to be
reverence. Emphasis is laid on the
importance of training children to
express gratitude, even if the in-
structor is satisfied that the feeling
is there. Persons whose duty and
privilege it is to train children will
be assisted by reading this timely
book. :

Pitt Press Series. Prince Bugene.
Introduction, Notes and Index, by
B. C. Quiggin, M.A., Ph.D. At the
Univyersity Press, 2s. 6d C. J.
Clay & Sons, London, Eng. Anin-
teresting and useful book. The in-
trodnction gives a brief sketch of
the chief events in the priace-com-
panion of the indomitable and
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handsone Englishman, the Duke of
Marlborough.

Mr. Murray's Text-Books of See-
ondary Education, edited by Mr.
Laurie, M.A. Commercial Know-
ledge by Algernon Warren. A
Manual of Business Methods and
Transactions. 2s. 6d. London,
England.

The author has been able to draw
on his own experience of business,
extending over more than twenty-
five years, and he has been fortunate
in the assistance of business friends
and acquaintances, as well as in the
courteous information put at his
disposal by public officials.  'The
volume includes chapters on Sup-
ply and Demand: Free Trade and
Protection; Partnership: Compan-
ies, Syndicates and Trusts: Prin-
cipal and Agent: Contracts; Bank-
ing; Transit: Insurance; Tariffs;
Employers’ Liability: Commercial
Travellers ; Consuls, ete.

The University of C(hicago an-
nounces the appearance of six small
paper-covered pamphlets under this
head. The following numbers of
the series have thus far appeared:

Number 1.—Isolation in the
School, by Ella Flage Young.
Paper covers. Postpaid, 55 cents.

Number 2. —Psychology and So-
cial Practice, by John Dewey.
Postpaid, 28 cents.

The Cunada FEducational Monthly.

Number 3.—The Educational
Situation, by John Dewey.  Post-
paid, 55 cents. Published by The
University of Chicago Press, 1902.

Teachers who like to have the
latest judgment on their calling ex-
pressed by competent authority will
do well to send for these little
hooks.  Mrs. Young and Professor
Dewey both emphasize some im-
portant truths which teachers and
educational authorities should take
to heart. 'I'ne most important of
these is the independence of the
teacher.  The whole trend of organ-
ization and management in city
=chools is to encroach more and more
upon the diseretionary powers of
teachers and principals.  Superin-
tendent Maxwell said, in a recent
lecture, “ If there is one thing worse
than a martinet superintendent it is
a martinet principal.” The con-
stant temptation of both is {o vio-
late the rights of teachers in the
exercise of legitimate freedom in
teaching.

The Canadian Almanac for 1902
is fully up to the standard of excel-
lence seen by the volumes of former
vears. Its 400 pages arc filled with
useful matter for business and pro-
fessional men. The commercial,
statistical, astronomical, ecclesias-
tical, educational, and financial de-
partments are full, reliable, and
complete. It is a very valuable
publication.

THE ROYAL ROAD

to Latin and French js Ly the De
Brisay Analytidil Method.
We fit nauy studeuts inthree
months to pass difficult ex-
aminauons. Our sysiem
is the onlymeans ot ac-
quiring a 1eal, sound
hnowlcdge of a larg-
uage. Students esery-
&, where are taking our
courses by mailand
thepiogress ve
A® schools in the
2R United States are
X adopting our sys-
o temi. We ask no
cao.bitant  fecs.
3 Part I, Latanor
Z&French 25 cents.
“First Steps in French,” 3z.cents.

ACADEMIE DE BRISAY, Toronto and Rochester

900 TEACHERS WANTED

READ THE FOLLGWING :

The World's Book of Know-

ledge and Universal Edueater.
A complete 20th Century Cyclupedia of useful
information.

You can make big money securing orders for
this book during «ff hours aud vacation. The
price is low and the terms and special induce
ments extra liberal.

No charge for outtit if you mean husiness.
nd €5 cents to pay postage, and deduct this
amount from your first order.

WILLIAM BRIGGS,

Mecthodist Book and Publishing House,
TORONTO.



