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APPENDIX G.

No. 1.
DOMINION OF CANADA, _ 4
PROVINCE OF PRINCE EDWARD"ISLAND.

QuEENs COUNTY, to Wit:

1, Alexander ‘M. MacNeill, of Cavendish, in Prince Edward Island, farmer and fishermen, a Justice
of the Peace for-Queens’County, Prince Edward Island, make oath and say .
1. .That I have been actively engaged in the fisheries off my farm at. Cavendish, since the year
1851, and have personally carried on'the fishing. ‘ a

2. - I have had three boats engaged fishing every season, employing seven hands besides myself, and
at the same time cultivating my’ farm. R I

8.: The. first few years-my catch was not very good. owing greatly to the presence in such great
numbers of the American-fleet. - - : o )
" 4. .The numbers of this fleet throughout the Gulf—I don’t know but I have often counted -from
-my own shore gver one.hundred:sail of American fishing vessels, and that within three miles of the shore.

"7 5. 1 attribute the poor boat fishing ‘of years gone by, during the Reciprocity Treaty, to the

presence of the American fishing fleet:. . . . : e

"6, Their ‘custom was to,the:nnmber of from sixty to one hundred sail, to harbour in Malpeque and
then start out in the morning for the fishing grounds.. If they saw.a small boat taking mackerel they
would steer straight for them, going to windward and-drift down, throwing bait and either take the fish
away or injure'the boats. This was common for years jand yery largely and materially prejudiced the
boat fishing.. . ' :

* .. During the past four or five years. we have not been much .annoyed with them. = The British
and.Canadian cruisers had something to do with keeping them in order, and during .the last two years
only a small fleet has frequented the gulf. : S , S
© .7 8... The. consequence has beenthat the catch by the boats has very largely increased, and also the
number-of fishing boats which has more than doubled during the past four ‘years.. Many new boats are
being built, and my opinion is that their number will increase every year. -

*+-9. *-During the past nine years my. catch would average about one hundred-barrels each season, but
I do not make a.business of fishing. In fact I only prosecute. it about two months in the sezson, com-
bining fishing and . farming. . S L Lo . e

10. I would think the number of fishing boats at Rustico harbours would number about one bug®
dred.and fifty. S e e , T : )
©.11.. My twenty years experience has proved to me that the best mackerel fishing around our coasts
1is about a milefrom the shore in from seven to ten fathoms of water. S ' -
© 112.._All the fish caught by the boats are taken,within a mile of the coast, many of them within
half a mile during the months of ‘July and - August, but during the months of September and October
the boats take their catch further out, say two miles or two and a half. It is a very rare occasion that
‘they go out three miles or beyond it.. ‘ P .

-13:: Of the total catch in the boats, over nine tenths is caught well within the three-mile limit.

14. The American fishing fleet have always fished on the same ground as the boats, they go in as
close and closer to our coast than half a mile, commence throwing over bait and drift off, taking fish with
them off the shore, and when they lose the fish tack for the land again and remew operations. I can’t
say the proportion of their catch taken within the limit because they sometimes malke a good catch out-
side in deep sea waters. The fleet have always fished within the three miles before the abolition of the
Reciprocity Treaty and afterwards. They never gave up. The cruisers frightened them a little, but as
soon as they were past the fishing vessels went right to work again and fished as before.

* 15, 1 prosecute the herring fishing in the Sprirg for bait, and get enough for that purpose, and to
a small extent the codfishing, but mny previous statements have entire reference to the mackerel fishery.
The herring are all taken close to the shore.

" “Sworn to at Charlottetown, in Queens Cuunty, Prince Edward Island, this 18th day of June, A. D.
1877, before me, » : ’ ‘

: ALEX. M, McNEILL.
) E. JAMES SALMER,
Commissioner for taking dfidavils in the Supreme Court, and
"Notary Public for Prince Edward Islard.
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No. 2.
DOMINION OF CANADA, '
- PROVINCE OF PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND. .

QuEEeNs CouNTy, to wit :

1, Hugh John Montgomery. of New London, in Prince Edward Island, Merchant, make oath and say :

1. ThatIam aged thirty-six, and have resided all my life, excepting the last four or five years, on
the North Shore of this Islind, and have prosccuted the fishing business both in boats and schooners, and
profess to have a good knowledge of the business, having been mixed up in it all my life.

"That during the past 4 or 5 years I have resided at (,llfton, about four miles from the sea shore, and
have traded a rrood deal with the fishcrmen, and acquired, from actual experience, and from a prolonged
and constant intercourse with the fishermen, a thor ough knowledge of the different branches of ﬁshmo as

carried on along the shores and coasts of this Island.

That one season I commanded a schooner of my own, and fished in her along the North side of this
Island, and up the Bay Chaleur. That during the last few years the increase in “the -boat- fishing around
this Island has been cnormous, between fifty 'md sixty hoats fishing out of the New London harbour, and
from one hundred and fifty to two hundred out of Rustico h'lrbour, while other harbours with which I
am not so minutely acquainted, such as Malpeque, Cascumpec, Tignish, Nail Pond, Mimenegash, Egmont
Bay, Murray Harbour, Souris, Tracadie, and Saint Peters, send out, every' season, very large: numbers of
well equipped fishing boats.

That during the past winter still larger-preparations were made for the coming season, and-I fully
believe the number of boats fishing around the coasts of this Island will be, this year, largely in exccss of
previous years. That the increase in the number of fishing boats does not secm in the slightest to lessen
the number of fish. On the contrary, from the increased quantity of bait- used the effect is rather to kecep
the fish within the fishing limits where the boats fish. :

That from my experience I would be prepared to swear that at lcast three-fourths of the total
quantity of mackerel caught in the schooners are taken within the three mile limit, while of the boats
I believe almost the entire catch is taken within such limit.

That for the past two yéars the American fishing fleet in-the Gulf has been small, while. for many
ycars previously it would average six hundred sail.

That the prescnce of the floet along the shores injured the boat fishing because of the mode of fishing,
which was, with the wind off shore, to '1pproach the shore as closcly as possnbie and commence: ﬁshm
keeping constantly throwing bait and drifting to sea; taking ‘the ‘mackerel off the shore with them: and
away from the boats.

That, as a general rule, my experience has led me to conclude that the Amerxcan fishing- vessels
usually securcd two fares during the season in the Gulf, and in some cases as many as three fares would
be sccured.

The vessels ranged, as a mle, from sixty to seventy tons, and a single fare would be in the nelvh—-
bourhood of six hundred or seven hundred barrels.

«»  That in the spring of the year large quantities of herring are iaken around our shores, which are
uscd chiefly for mackerel bait.

That during the season I myself commanded my little schooner, whose tonnage amounted to twenty-
seven tons, my catch was one hundred and ninety (190) barrels of mackerel only, but this T accounted
for because I only fished two months out of the season, the vessel being engaged during the rest of the
scason in the carrying trade ; and during the same season my catch of codﬁsh was one hundred and
seventy-five quintals of codfish, and three hundred and fifty barrels of herring.

Sworn to at Charlottetown, in Queer’s County, this 18th day of Junc, A D. 1877, before me, the
erasurcs opposite my initials being first made.

HUGH J. MONTGOMERY.
M. McLEOD,
Conmissioner for taking affidavits in the Supreme Cowrt of P. E. Island.

Ne. 3.
DOMINION OF CANADA,
FROVINCE OF PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

Prixce Counry, to wit:

1, John D. White, of Albcrton, in Prince County in Prince Edward Island, cooper and trader,
make outh and say :
1. That I have now resided twenty-five years on Prince Edward Island, during twcnty-three
ycara of which I havc been engaged in the fishing business.
- Before coming to Prince Edward Tsland, namely, in the ycars forty—oue and forty-two I fished
off the "American const. . The result of the first years catch was onc hundred and sixty barrels, and of the
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second seventy-three barrels. -Both-catches were all made nearly thn'ty miles from land No mackerel
were then taken by the American fleet off the coast of the United. btates excepting a long distance from
land, none were taken-within three miles of the coast. ~- .

3. In the year 1852 I came to Prince Edward Island and in the year 1854 settled at Tlgmsh and
engaged in the business of coopering and fishing. -1 kept a fishing stage and employed a number of
boats and men, and have continued steadily in the busmess ever since.

~4.. In 1860 I removed my business to  Alber ton, and I am now’ laraely enaaoed in the business,
employing one schooner, ten-hoats, and fifty-six men,

9. -The incresse in the boat fishing has been Iarge of late years. The numbets and the catch of
the boats have more- than. trebled: since 1854,

6. From Hardfs Channel  to Kildare Cape, a distance of ‘about thirty miles, there are seven fish-
ing stages, and in the harbour. of Cascumpec alone there are thu'ty-nme large fishing boats, the. average
cost of which is about three hundreddollars,.

.7.. . All the mackerel taken in and a.round this part of the coast, for many miles, are taken at"a dis-
tance between.ope quarter of a mile and two miles from thé shore. A few may be ta.ken outside of two .
-miles from the shore, but none are taken outside of three miles.

8. The average catch of the boats for a penod of. tWenty yeats has been from seventy to ewhty
barrels' of ‘mackerel each every season.

9. - The American fleet have largely fxequented this coast. I would say that from 1854 to 1874
the average number of the mackerel fleet of American vessels frequentmrv tie Gulf of St. Lawrence
ranged betsveen four hundred and four hundred and fifty per season, -

© 10, Alarge portion. of this. fleet frequent  the. shores around C'ascumpec and 'take’ their catches
there. They catch their fish. close to the shore, about the same dlstance as- the boats, that is between
one quarter.and.two miles from the shore. A very small proportion of the ‘catch of ‘the American fleet
is taken outside of the three m)les. "The practice, of- the fleet is to run m close ‘to the shore, tthW out -

bait-and drift off, sometimes taking the schools 'of fish with ‘them. A

11. The boats -fishermen . dxshke the presence of the American fleet very . much It mterferes
sadly with. the catch of the-boats. . The Americans dfess their fish on the"déck and throw the offal pver-
board, and this oﬁ'al destroys the fishing grounds. :

o 12 In my aopinion, mue-senths of the fish taken by the Amencan ﬁshermen are taken within the
three miles from shore, and T.am quite sure if they were excluded from these limits they would have to_
agean[:lon the fisheries in the Gulf- aItogether. It would be useless and senseless for them .to prosecute
t USIRESS, .

13, If Amerxcan fishermen were exclnded from our waters I would not care for the duty of two
,dollars per barrel levied in the United States:. The demand for mackerel s woll known, the quantity
required is known, and we would have the business to a large extent in our own hands if the Amencans
were excluded. from our shores. If they increased the duty, the consumers would stﬂl, in my oplmon,
have to pay the increase.

14, The privilege of landing to get supplies and trans- shxp is a'very valuable one.. The mackerel
seasou is very short, and this pnvﬂege is equal to an extra trip and is so looked upon by the Americans.

15. The new mode of fishing with purse seines bas a very bad effect ou the fishery. It not only
entirely distarbs and- scares away the fish, but a very large number of small. mackerel and other kinds of
fish:are taken and destroyed, thrown away dead, and the waters thus polluted.

Sworn to this third day of August, A. D. 1877, before me.

STANISLAUS F. PERY;
d. P. for Prince County, Prince Edward Lland.

JOYN D. WHITE.

No. 4.

I, Sylvan F. Arsineaux,’ of Twmsh in"Prince County, Prince’ Edward Island, Tospector 'of ﬁsh
make oath and gay:

. . T have had charge of a. ﬁshm‘r stage- for the last - twenty years, on this shore. 1 used during .
eglat tme, te be myself actually engaged in ﬁshm » always in boaxs. I am now Fish Inspector for thxs '
: ounty. :
2. There are over two hundred and thzrty ‘boats. eng'tged in the fishefics bezween Mimnigash and
Kildare. I know this from my own actual experience. ‘I'he average catch of mackerel would. be about -
forty-five bazrels for each boat; of codfish and hake the average for all the- boats would be about forty
-quintals each.” The average catch-of herring for all boats would be about twenty, barrels ; the ﬁshermen
only try to get encugh. herrmO‘ for mackerel bait and for home use.
3... The boats’ haw trebled in number in the-last ten' years, and they are three times better boats ;
. they are larger, better sailers, better rigged and ﬁtted out. . There is 2 large amount more money mvested
in the boat busmess thar there was ten years ago. The business has enoxmously increased.
" The boats €arry, on 2n Average, Crews. of four men each,
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5. I would account for the increase in the number of boats, and the increased attention given to the
business, by referring to the increase of population. There are greater numbers of fishermen springing
up all the time, they are more enterprising, and they.find the business pays. The boat fishing also affords
cmployment to numbers of men. ‘ L

6. With some few exceptions, the boats get their fish close to the shore. The best fishing ground
is looked upon as inside of three miles of the shore.

7. For the last ten years the American fleet fishing off the coast has averaged, I should say; about
five hundred sail. When the. cutters are not here, the Americans must catch three quarters of their fish
in shore.  When the cutters were here they also caught more fish within three miles of the shore than
outside, but not so much'as when the cutters were away. They used to dodge the cutters and get in
shore  There were not cnough cutters to keep them off altogether.  The Americans were f'rwhbened off
a good deal by the cutters. If the Americans were prevented from. fishing within three miles of the shore,
it would not be worth their while to fit out for.the Gulf Fishery. . It would not pay them.

8. When the Americans come down they do a great deal of harm to the boats, as they throw a
great deal of bait and draw the fish ont.  They come “in-shore, throw out bait and draw the mackerel out
after them. This leaves our boats without fish and destroys their chance of a catch.  They have better
bait than we have, and are enabled to do this damage.

9. Our fishermen look upon the coming of the Americans as an mjury to the boat and 1sland fisher-
men ; the vessels draw away the fish. The ﬂeet, in fact, puts an end to the good fishing, and -are the
cause of gieat loss to us.

10. The Americans, when they see boats gemnn' fish, come up and +¢ lee-bow” themn, thus depriving
the bhoats of the fish.  ¢¢ Lee-bowing ” is getting to windward of the tide or current and throwing out
bait and drawing of the fish. The American schooners also frequently drift down upon our boats- when
the latter have to et out of the way.  The boats are often injured by the vessels drifting down on them;

_ 11. It would cer tainly be an advantage to.the Americans to be able to trans-ship their fish here. They
would thus be able to fit out again for ﬁshmtr and go back to the grounds without losing much time;
whereas, if they had to go home, with their londs, 1hey would lose from three to four weeks right in the
middle of the fishing season. It would be also a great advantage “as enablmo' them to watch the ﬁuc-
tuations of the mackerel market which is. very. variable.
" 12. The mackerel senson here lasts from about the end of June till the middle of October. The
Americans get here about the end of June. Some of them are off here now.- '

13.: 'lhe mackerel I believe come down from the- direction of the Matrdalen Islands, or from the
southward and: eastward and work northward and westward till some time in Auvust and then work back;
and they strike this island both ways. The Americans follow the coursé of the fish.
et Sworn to at Tignish, in Prince County, Prince Edward Island, thns 28th day of June, A D. 1877

cfore me.

S. F. ARSINEAUX.
JOSEr'H MACGILVRAY . : ‘
J. P. fnr Prince County,  Prince Edward Island.

No. 5.

I, Alexander Francis Larkin, of Nail Pond, in Prmce Lounty, Prince Edward Island, fish trader
and ﬁsherman, make oath and say :—

1. That I have been engaged in fishing and in the fishing bur-mess practically for over twenty
years, in both boats and vessels, and know the fishing grounds rwbt round this Island, particularly the
north end of this Island. I have been on board of ﬁshmw schooners four ycars, in one of which I owned
an interest, and the last year I was master of her.

2. The first two years that I was on board a schooner was in the ¢¢ Pearl,” with Captain Champian
one year and with Captain Fidele Gallant another year. Our catch of fish that year was small, as we
were not fitted out for the business, and were only out a small part of the season. That was ew}xteen or
nineteen years ago.

3. “That I fished in ‘the schooner ¢ Rechabite ” for about two years, but only for part of the season.
I owned a third interest in her, and the second year I was master of her. She was thirty-seven tors
burden. She was only out about five weeks that year, as we took freight both Spring and Fall. - We
caught in that time about three hundred quintals of codfish cach year. Al these fish were caught mtbm
three miles of the shore.

4. The American schooners often. very seriously interfere with our cod-ﬁshxn« schooners, as they
often carry away the nets our schooners have out for catching bait. The greater p‘lrt, I should say nine-
tenthe, of our Island-catch of codfish ‘are caught within . three miles of the shore. Another very serious
trouble that the Amenc.ms cause our cod-ﬁshmv within three miles of the shore is, &hat when we-put out
our set-lmes, the Americans, when springing thelr vessels up to auchor for the purpose of fishing mack-
erel, often in getting in their gear, interfere with our set-lines, and this trouble is increasing, as we are
going more iv For sct-lines now. The set-lines are ‘now taking the place of' hand-lines, and- the Island
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coast will soon be a perfect network of set-lines. I myself have now about three thousand hooks out in
‘set-lines, :

_ 5. . That the Americans interfere very seriously with the cod-fishing and with our set-lines within
three miles of the shore by their seining. They throw a purse-seine of somstimes one hundred and fifty
fathoms in length, and sometimes_twenty in depth, and sweep the bottom, thus often causing great loss
to our cod-fishing, besides disturbing our boats lying at anchor. This I look upon as a most serious
trouble, and it is increasing. ' ' .

-6. That when mackerel strike in here and we have a biting school of them, I consider the coming
of the. Americans as the ‘end of the fishing ; they interfere with our boats and draw the school right off

. the coast, and break up the school. They do this by throwing bait and drifting away, drawing the
mackerel after them. In a number of cases they drift down on the boats, and I have known a number
of boats to be dismasted by them. Often the boats have to get under way to get clear of them.

7. The privilege of trans-shipment I consider is a very great one to the Americans ; they are thereby
enabled to come into our harbors, pack .out and send home their fares.by railway, without losing much
time,-and I believe they can refit here much cheaper than at home.  This must save them at least three
weeks in each trip, in the matter of going home, which would be equal to another trip in the course of
the summer.  They also get their fish home much. quicker, and can take advantage of the fluctuations of
the markets. I have known instances of Americans making as much as three and four trips a season into
Charlottetown to trans-ship. o - ' :

8. Since having the Island Railway, they can pack out in Alberton with greater facility than in
Charlottetown, and without leaving the fishing ground, - . .

9. The cleaning of large quantities of mackerel on our coast by the Americans, and throwing over
the offal, injures our cod-fishing. o :

.10, The American schooners often cause great injury and annoyance to.our boats fishing mackerel,
by drifting down upon them and taking away the mackerel, and compelling the boats to give way.

11. 'To my own kinowledge a large fleet of American schooners fish around this Island, from New
London Head to North Cape, and thence to West Point, and generally within three miles of the shore.
“Masters and crews of American vessels look upon it as a very great privilege to be allowed to fish near
Zhgfe, and if they were not allowed to do so, I do not believe many of them would fit out for the Gulf

shing. : . - . , S '

12. When the cutters were about the American captains used to run the risk of capture and loss of
vessel and outfit in order to fish inshore, and some of them were taken. The cutters did protect our
fishermen a good deal, and our boats vnjoyed greater security, but our coast was not sufficiently protected,
there were not enough cutters. I believe that about ten schooners, as cutters, would protect the fisheries
from Scatterie, in Cape Breton, all the Island coasts, and up the New Brunswick coast, to Misko, and pro-
bably up the Bay Chaleur. - Schooners of fifty or sixty tons wounld be the best cutters. In fact that
number would cover the whole mackerel fisheries for Cape Breton, Magdalen Islands and New Brunswick,
and would effectually keep the Americans out of the three mile limit.

13. Large quantities of herring are now seined every year at the Magdalen Islands by American
fishermen, and they ship these herring away to Sweden, Norway, and Southern markets. '

14. The Americans derive great benefit from being able to go down to the coast of Newfoundland,
to Bay Fortune, and up to Bay of Islands. where they catch large quantities of herring, which they freeze
and send down to bait their Georgia’s fishing fleet, and also to their city markets.

15. After the Magdalen Spring fishing is over the Americans often go up to Anticosti, and fish and
seine herring there. . ) .

16. The Americans also, both at the Magdalens and at Cape Breton, land and seine for_bait for
their cod-fishing, and they even go into the rivers and catch gaspereaux for bait. :

17. - Taking our coast from Mimnigash, to Nail Pond, in this County, I.believe that the fishing
outfit has-increased five or six hundred per cent. in the last ten years, that is in the number of boats and
their cost. ' I would estimate the number of boats, between Mimnigash and North Cape, at from one

‘hundred and fifty to two hundred; and from North Cape to Alberton I should estimate the increase
during the last ten years at from three to four hundred per cent. I would reckon the number of boats in
that distance at from one hundred and fifty to two hundred ;. there must be fully that many. I should
say that the whole number of all these boats take crews of three men exch on hoard of them, and that they
furnish employment to one man for each boat on shore. o

18. Ouar fishiug at this end of the Island is only in its infaricy, our men are only getting skilled and
trained to it. K , A .

- 19, The reasgns for the increase in"the number of boats are that men of capital and expericnce,
seeing the fishing to be a fruitful source of trade, have invested capital, and have encouraged men to build
and go into the boat fishing. - o : ~ ’ ' :

20. 1 consider that after this we will have a distinct fishing class of pcople, that is when the lands
are all taken up, which they are now. At present, and in the past, the men fished when they had time
for farming. . Now we have men who depend entirely on the fishing, and these secure large quantities of
fish, and their number is increasing fast. I consider that we are now at the beginning of a new departere
in trade in this country owing to the fishing. Inmy experience, I depend upon men who depend entirely
on the fishing, to get fully three times as many fish as those who look partly to other means of support.

21, With regard to the value of our fisheries, T censider them very valaable. We have herring in
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carly spring ; immediately after, and during the herring fishing, we have codfish. The herring fishing

lasts from about the first of May to the fifth of June. At times there are large guantities of herring on

our coast, and they are about the same quality of fish as the Magdalen Island herring. They never yet
have been fished aa an article of export, but only as mackerel bait and for home consumption. Very
much larger quantities can be generally procured than are required for those purposes.

22.  After the cod fishing we have fish consisting of mackerel and ling, or hake, right through till
late in the fall, till about the beginning of November. So far as I know, from actual experience, this
part of this Island is one of the choice spots for fishing' in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence. Large numbers
of the Nova Scotian shore’ fishermen come right round here to fish. We never have had a complete
failurc of fish, although in blustery years we catch Iess than'in other years. The regular fishermen, even
in the worst years, have always made fair wages. ‘ :

) 23.- I should put the average catch of mackerel per boat, for all boats engaged in fishing, at about
fifty barrels, and for those engaged in cod fishing, taking one year with another, for ten yeafs past, about
fifty quintals of codfish and hake. Until Iate years our boats and outfits have been of a very rude kind,

- not to be compared to that of the Nova Scotians or Americans, and that is one reason, I think, our fishery

is only in its infancy. : oo Lo -

24. Tlook upon our lobster fishing here as of very great, in fact of inestimable value. We have an
inexhaustible supply of them. This branch of the fishing might be pursued here. with very great
advantage. A great advantage in this . fishery would be the abundance of fish offal, which we have for -
bait, and which is now going to waste. , :

25. Hake sounds here are a very valuable article in our fishing. They are procured from the hake
or ling ; each quintal of two hundred and eighty pounds of ling will give on an average of about three
pounds and a half of sounds. Within the last ten years the price of these has ranged all the way from
© twenty-five cents to one dollar and fifty cents a pound, making an average value of seventy-five cents, in
gold, a pound. The value of the sounds is on an average worth from seventy-five to one hundred per
cent. more than the fish from which they are taken; and the sounds are therefore a very important con-
sideration in fishing. o T 4

*26. With improved winter communication, large quantities of trout, smelt, and some bass might
be-exported. The value of these fisheries, if the means of trade were opened up, would be greatly en-

hanced, and would be well worth going into. : i - L

27. We have had one or two instances, in this part of the Island, of men attempting the salmon,
and they have proved that it may be made a success in fishing. They are all caught inshore on the sea-
coast, and they come under the sea fishing. Our people do not yet know the value of this fishery, which
* I believe will become very valuable.: : ’ o : ' ‘

28. Our men are now beroming more and more acquainted with the habits of the fish and with
the gencral laws by which their movements are governed, and with their improved knowledge of the
* habits of the fish and increased facilities for taking them, they are now much more able to get-catches.

Sworn to at Frog or Skinner’s Pond, in Prince County, Prince Edward Island, this 28th- day-of
~ June, A. D. 1817, before me. - : ' ) '

JOSEPH MacSILVRAY,
J. P. for Prirce County.

A. F. LARKIN. -

No. 6.

I, James Conroy of Kildare, Lot or Township Number Three; in Prince Edward Island, farmer and
fisherman, make oath and say :— T : ’

1. I have been engaged in fishing and farming for over twelve years. I have fished all the time,
except one sumimer, in boats. : , : ‘ : :

2. The number of boats fishing off this part of the shore is increasing. The number has more thar
~ trebled in the last ten years. The boats are a great deal better now than they were formerly, they are in
better shape every way, more suited to the purpose. There are ten dollars spent in the business along
this shore now to the one dollar spent ten years ago. : o

3. The boats around about here are small, as the people - do not make a speciality of the business,
but farm as well. The boats carry about three hands each. : '

4  All the mackerel caught along here are caught within three miles of the shore, the greater part
are caught within a mile and a half and one mile of the shore. Near the shore is by far. the best fishing
ground. In the Spring and Fall the cod fish are cuught close to the shore ; in the summer they are further .
off, The mackerel is the principal and most valuable part of the fishery. c

5. When an American flect comes in they certainly do injury to the boat fishing. The more vessels
that come down, the more damage is done to the fishing. I have seen a fleet of some hundred: Americans
fishing off this shore within a couple of miles. :

6. The year the cutters were about, the Americans were pretty well kept off. It is a great incon-
.venience to them to be kept out of the shore fishing.  With an off-shore wind they often throw over bait
-and draw the mackerel off.  Certainly the shores around here are a8 -benefit to the Americans.
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7.- The mackerel fishing begins about the first of July and last till the end of September any way.
) 8. As a general thing- péople here with pets carl get as many herfing as they want, they are used
for bait. Every boat uses on an avérage. séven or ewht barrels for the season, that is the small bmts
-along here. The large ones use much more.:
“Sworn to at Klld’lre, in Prince’ County, in Prince” Edward lsland, this 27th day of June, A. D.
18717, before me.
JAMES CONROY..
JOSEPH MicGILVRAY, :
J. P. for Prince County, Prince Edward Island.

No. 7.

. I, James F. White, of Alberton, in Prince County, in Prince Edward Island, merchant, make oath
and say :

1. That 1 have been engaged in the fishing business for the last fifteen years as the owner of boats’
and vessels. - I knaw the fishing grounds well and I know where both boats and schooners fish, and the
best ﬁshing arounds. At the present time I have one schooner and ten boats, carrying about fifty men,
engaoed in ﬁshmg S .

2. 'That:about forty boats are- fishing -out of Cascumpec harbour during the present year. These
forty boats are manned. by about one hundred and fifty men. The average yearly catch of each boat is
about seventy-five barrels of mackerel, fifty quintals of codfish and fifty qumtals of hake. Herring are
canght along the’ shore and are used for bait. Each fishing stage,. in an average ycar, uses about. three
hundred barre]s of herring for bait. . -

_3.. The Amcrican fleet genexally entens the Bay during the month of June or the befrmmng of
Iuly. The mackerel are then generally on shore. The Americaus are often afraid to follow the mackerel

as'close to the shore as the fish eome, .owing to the water being too shoal, close ta the shore, for their ves:
sels, and then they launch their boats and follow the mackerel in shore in them.. .

4, ‘The mackerel generally move off shore about the first of Octobex The o{f-shore catch IS vcxy

uncertain owing to the' weather in the Fall being often bad. :

. 8. During the Summer months the Americans mvanably ﬁsh thhm three mils of the shore, and
do very much’ damace to our boat fishing. They come in among our boats and” draw off -the mackerel.
For the past ten years, L think the average number of American vessels would be two hundred and fif'y,
and they. average five hundred barrels each year. 'The year before last (1875) some vessels took eleven
hundred barrels out of the Bay in three trips. Last year the mackerel were scarce, and the highest
catch, about three hundred and fifty barrels. I never knew the mackerel so scarce in the Bay as they
were last year. This year (1877) the prospects are oood the mackerel plenty, the bav appears to be full
of them..
: 6. \Vhen' the cuttels were. about xvatchmg the. ﬁshmg gzounds, the Amencan ﬂeet WOuId go
out-the harbour, send one.of their nnmber ta keep watch off Kildare Cape, w ‘hile the balance of the. flcet
‘would fish i n shoxe, and the watqhmu-vessel would sxgnal if there was any sign of the cutters. " ‘When-
ever such signal was given, they Would stop fishing and stand ont to sea. When the cutter was gone, they
would come in again. . 1 have seen this done myself.

7. Fully t.hxcc-qumtexs of the schooners catch is taken within three miles of thc shore, an«I Imay_
say the whole of the boat’s catch. .

8. The number of boats ﬁshmD hexe has trebled in the last three years. The reason of tlns increase
is that other business is depressed and fishermen from the United States, Newfoundland, "New Brunswick,
and Nova Scotia are coming here to settle, attracted by the good fishing, so that we are now able .to get
crews to man our boats, which for merly we were unable to do.. Another reason is that the’ year 1875 was
a very good year, and owing to the successful prosecution of the ﬁshu:g that year, people’s attention was.
turned to the business, and they were incited to go into it.

9. The boat fishers- all look upon the arrival of the American fleet, as the end of the vood ﬁshmo'
Too much bait is thrown from ‘the vessels, and the boats have to give way to the vessels., The shoxe‘
fishermen always look upon the arrival of the fleet to ﬁsh among them as a great loss and injury to them.
.. 10. - Generally there are more than cnounh herring caught along the shore for bait, this year, how-
ever, the herring fishery was a failure. .

11. 'The Americans land here a oood deal and txans—shxp their fish. That is a very great advantage

for them. The advantage is that, when a vessel starts for a trip she can only fit out for a short tlme,
‘some five or six wecks, and having the right to trans- ship, they are able to refit. They, in this way, save
about a fortnight each trip, which amounts to an additional trip for the summer. They can also generally
buy their b’mds and salt here cheaper than at home. They often come here and buy all their barrels,
bringing none from home. 1 have supplied them myself. The right of trans shipment saves them time.
. 12 The mackere) season is short, Iastmg, at the outside, from about the mlddle of June txll the
middle of October. -

: 13.. “The mackerel, in Snrm« come ‘down ‘the Nova Scotian shore, and then sfnL.e up. the Bay to
the Ma«rdalen Islands, from there some shoals move towards thn bend of this 1sIaud and- othexs towards
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Bay Chaleur, Gaspe, and round there. The Americans are well acquainted with this habit of the
mackerel and follow them. They have very smart schooners and follow the fish along the shore, taking
their cue, to a great extent, from what they see our boats doing. '
14. In average years, the shores of the. Gulf of Saint Lawrence are lined with mackerel. "It is
" their home. American skippers of long experience say that they never want to go further than three
miles away from Cascumpec Harbour to catch mackerel. T
©15. "It is a very great advantage for the American codfishermen to be allowed to come in shore to
. get bait, ice, and other requirements. -
16. The mackerel are the principal part of our fishery, and when our men go out the mackerel are
the principal object they have in view. : '
Sworn to at Cascumpec in Prince County, in Prince Edward Island, this 26th day of June, A. D.
1877, before me. ' -

JOSEPH McGILVRAY,
J. P. for Prince County.

JAS. F. WHITE.

No. 8.

1, Meddie Gallant, of Big Mimnigash, in Prince County, in Prince Edward Island, fisherman andF
fish dealer, make oath and say :— o

1. That I have been-engaged in fishing for the last twelve years. I have fished myself entirely .
from boats. T also owned a vessel called the ¢¢ Break-of-day,” for two years engaged in fishing. I am
scquainted with the fishing grounds from this part of the Island round Tignish, New London; Rustico,
and nearly round to the east point of this Island. I have also been in the herring fishing at the Magda-
len Islands. o ' ' e

2. That there are about two hundred and: forty boats now engaged in fishing between' Campbell-
ton, on this shore, and the north cape of this Island—a distance of about twenty-two miles. From the
North Cape to Cape Kildare there are at least one hundred and sixty boats engaged in fishing. From
Kildare Cape to Cascumpec Harbor there are at least eighty boats engaged in fishing.

3. In the last five years the number of boats engaged in fishing in the above distances has at least
* doubled. At this Run alone there has been a 'very great increase. - Eight years ago there were only
cight boats belonging to this Run, now there are forty-five. The boats are twice as geod- in material,
fishing outfit, in sailing, in equipment, in rigging, and in.every way, as they were five years ago. There
is a great deal more money invested in fishing now than there was. Nearly every one is now going into
the business about here. The boats, large and small together, take crews of about three men each. . That
is besides the men cmployed at the stages about the fish, who are a considerable number.

4. The reasons for the increase in the number of boats and in the capital invested in the business
are, that people find it pays. It has always, even in the worst years, paid us here. Another reason is,
that people are-getting so numerous that they have to go into fishing as a means of support. They can-
not, get employment in other ways, and there is not enough land for them, and they are always able to
make good wages. I never yet knew a year when a man would not make good wages, if he stuck to
the. fishing. When I was fishing myself in a small boat L used to make from fifty to sizty dollars a
month off my own line. :

5. That there is a class of men springing up who are entirely devoted to fishing, and make their
living by it and by nothing else. This class has only begun to come on within the last few years.

6. That in the summer of 1874, which was a good fishing year, my own boats, four in number,
caught eleven hundred barrels of mackerel, or two hundred and seventy-five barrels each boat.  One man
in one of these boats caught twenty-six thousand three hundred mackerel on his own line, and the lowest
number caught by any fisherman on board my boats was about ‘seventeen thousand mrackerél. - Three of
those boats carried three hands each, and the fourth boat carried four hands. In the year 1875 my -
boats, six in number, averaged eighty barrels each ; they also got some ling and codfish.” Last year, -
which was the worst year we ever had, we caught in my boats, seven in .numter, an average of seventy
barrels of mackerel each boat. We do not do much in cod and hake fishing here. This year gives good
signs of good mackerel fishing, as the mackerel are now much thicker than usual in the Bay, and we
have already caught some. Taking one year with another, for the last five years, the average catch of
mackerel for each of my boats has been one hundred and twenty barrels. My average catch is, I believe,
the largest on this shore ; the other boats would average about one hundred barrels each. This.is on the
south side of the North Cape. . ’ : ’ ’

7. . The best inackerel fishing we ever have here is about two miles off the shore. Three-quariers,
and in fact nearly the whole, of the mackerel are caught within three miles of the shore. '

"8. -'The American fishing schooners generally come down here fishing about the first of July, and
stop till October. I have seen three and four hundred sail of them out here fishing. Last year there
were not quite 5o many. They fish right in among the boats. When the Americans see the boats get-
ting fish they come right in among them, and the boats have to move away and give them room. They:
* take the school of mackerel from the boats, and the boats have to move away somewhere clse to try to

1
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raise the fish. I have often seen this done by the American schooners. I have scen boats come ashore
with their spars knocked out by the Yankee schooners. The way they take the mackerel off is that they
come in among the boats and throw their bait, which is génerally better than ours, and then, instead of
lying to anchior, they drift off, carrying the mackerel with them. They thus cause great loss and injury
to our boat fishing. : ‘

9. Before the American schooners come ifound we gencrally have good fishing, but when they
come we find our fishing begin to slack off, it is dot so good. They throw so much bait that small

“schools of mackerel are sunk and feed on the bottom, and we sometimes have bad. fishing for a fortnight
after that. ‘The Americans clean their fish on board of their vessels and throw the offal overboard, and
that destroys the fishing. When we used to gib the mackerel on the fishing ground and throw the gibs
and refuse over, we always found that the fish left the place, so that we had to give up cleaning out on
the fishing ground, and now we bury the offal on shore, so that it will not get into the Run and be
carried out to the fishing grounds. I therefore believe that the American practice of throwing the offal
overboard does great injury to the mackerel and other fisheries. It surfeits the fish and frightens them off.

10. ‘When the cutters were about here they used to frighten the American schooners off a good
deal, but the cutters that were here were too big for the purpose. Their smoke could be scen ten and
fifteen miles off, and that gave the schooners plenty of time generally to escape. I have often seen the
American schooners clearing out to'sea on an alarm of the cutter’s approach. I believe a few schooners
of sixty or seventy tons each, well fitted out and well manned, would, as cutters, be quite sufficient to
protect all the inshore fisheries. Ten would certainly be cnough. The reason the schooners would
make the best cutters is that they could not be readily distinguished from the American schooners, and
some of them could always be on the ground. o .

11. The right of trans-shipment is of very great value to the Americans. It saves them at least
thiee weeks each trip, and that right in the very best of the fishing season. That, in the season would be

fully equal to-a trip saved to the schooners. They can come in to our ports and discharge their catches,

and take out another outfit, and lose -little or no time, not more than tivo or three days. They can
always get refitted here. They can get their fish into the market much quicker, owing to this right, they
are enabled to catch good markets. ~The mackerel market is a very uncertain one, and ‘it is a great
advantage to be able to send the fish in to it on short notice, and owing to the right of trans-shipment,
mackerel can now be sent to Boston in four or five days instead of taking three or four weeks. The fish
are also better by being sent in quick. I have found, by actual experience, that the longer mackerel are
kept on hoard of the vessels, the worse they get, and a week or ten days less on board makes a big differ-
ence. When left on board long the mackerel get knocked about and get to look bad, they also get warm
and the pickle often sours on them. s 4

12. The herrirg fishery around this island is very valuable, as to it the island fishermen owe their
supply of hait, and they also use the herring for home consumption. . '
. 13. At the Magdalen I have scen the Americans seining herring and loading large vessels with
them. They seine the herring close in to the shore, and get large quantities of them.  In the Spring of
1876, when I was down herring fishing at the Magdalen Islands, there were over two hundred sail of
Anmerican vessels fishing for herring, and they were all fishing right in shore. The Americans not
only take the herring home from the Magdalen Islands, but also ship them away to the West Indies and
to other markets. That herring fishery is a very valuable one.

' 14. The mackerel generally strike the Magdalen' Islands first and then come down here.  Experi- -
enced fishermen know how the mackerel come and take advantage of that knowledge. The Americans
know all about the habits of the mackerel and follow them. As soon as the mackerel get scarce at the
Magdalen Islands; the Americans come right down to this island after them. :

Sworn to at Big Mimnigash, in Prince County, in Prince Edward Island, thid 30th day of June, A.
D. 1877, before me. .

’ . MEDDIE GALLANT.
JOSEPH MacGILVRAY,:
J. P. for Prince County, Prince Edward Island.

BEO' 90

I, James Skerry, of Cascumpec, in Prince County, Prince Edward Island, fisherman, make oath
and say:— ' : o

1.y That I have been in the fishing business, one way or -another for over ten years, most of the.
time in boats and three years in American schooners. - N : . b

2. That the number of hoats along this shore has increased in the past few years and the boats are
a great deal better. = The boats, taking one with another, average ubout four handg each.’

8. -That I sailed in the fishing schooner ‘¢ Lady Franklin,” of the State'vf -Massachusetis, on a
fishing trip in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, about eight years ago, and two years later in the American
schooner ¢ Gamecock ” of Boston. _— - . 4 B
' 4. That we came into the Bay in the ¢ Lady Franklin” about the twentieth of July and fished-
until sometime in November. She was about sixty-four toas burden, and carried sixteen hands. We
caught about two hunilred and seventy-five barrrels of mackerel in her, that was 2 poor season.
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5. That I went into the Bay in the ¢ Gamecock” about the 1st of August, and stopped in the
Bay till some time in November. ~ She was about ninety tons burden, and -carried eighteen or nincteen
hands. We landed one load of fish in Charlottetown out of her and then went into the Bay again. « The
trip we landed in Charlottetown we had about four hundred barrels of mackerel. The second trip we
did very badly, only taking about fifty Larrels. .

6. There is certainly a great advantage to be able to trans-ship. Another trip could very nearly be
made while going home with a load of fish and refitting. By being able to trans-ship here that time is
saved, and when the markets are up it is a great advantage to be able to trans-ship and catch the market.
The schooners can refit here just as cheaply as at home, and without losing much time,

7. The fishing grounds arc best near the shore.  The best catches the Americans ever make is in
near the shore. The best fishing grounds are at the Magdalén Islands, up the Bay Chaleur, and at the
north side of Prince Edward Island.  In all these places they fish in near the shore. I should eay that
fully tirce quarters of the mackerel caught on board the vessels in which I fished were caught close in
shore. The way the Americans do is to come in shore, throw bait and drift off, carrying tho fish off with
them. The Americans could never make good catches when kept from fishing within three miles of the
shore. It would not be much worth their while to come into the Bay at all, if they could not fish within
three miles. : .

8. When the cutters were about they did a great deal of harm to the American fishing. When
the cutters hove in sight, the vessels, even if they were getting the mackerel, had to leave and make off
the land.  Half a dozen schooners, as cutters, would keep the American fishevmen clear of the fishing
places off this island. '

9. The American schooners do a great deal of harm to the island fishermen.  They come in and
heave quantities of bait and drift off the shore, drawing the mackerel after them.  They are also a great
nuisance as they come in and lee-bow the boats, that is they run up to leeward of the boats, and throw
bait and sail up under the lee-bow of the boats drawing the fish clear away from the boats.

10.  This year promises to be a good ycar for mackerel. I have seen more schools of mackerel this
year already than I have seen any year during the last six years. :

Sworn to at Cascumpec, in Prince County, Prince Edward Island, this 30th day of June, A. D.
1877, before me. .

JAMES SKERRY.
JOSEPII MacGILVRAY,

J. P. for Princc County, Prince Edward Island.

~ No. 10."

a I, John Champion, of Cascumpec, in Prince County, Prince Edward Island, fisherman, make oath
and say :— o '

1. That I have been engaged. in fishing for ten years, and have a practical acquaintance with all its
details, Part of my expericnce has been in boats, and four years in Island schooners, of ‘which I was
master, and onc summer in an American fishing schooner. '

1. That there are fully fifty boats sailing out of Cascumpec Harbor engaged in fishing: During
the last five years the number of boats along this shore, engaged in fishing have fully doubled. The
boats are very much better than they were then, they are now a splendid class of boats. I do not think
they can be much better. They are better in sailing, better sea boats, and better equipped in every way
tor fishing. : ’

2. That the reason I would assign for the-increase in the numnber of boats, is that people find that
the fishing busiress is a paying one. : : : : .

3. The average crew of the boats all through, Jarge and small, would be four men each, clear of
the men employed about the fish ashore ; there .are a considerable number of men cmployed on shore in
connection with the boats. ' .

4. That the average eatch of codfish, per boat, out of this harbor. would be about one hundred
quintals, They would average at least twenty-fivé barrels of herring a boat, but all the boats do not go
in for herring fishing, or the average for each boat would be much larger ; if all fished the average would
be one hundred barrels, worth three dollars a barrel.  The average catch of mackerel per boat would be
about eighty. barrels, some catch more and some less, worth eight dollars a barrel. ,

5. The mackerel are nearly all caught inside of three miles of the shore, that is the best fishing for
both codfish and mackerel. The- half of the codfish are caught within three miles of the shore.

6. The sounds of the hake are an important item in fishing, there are about three pounds of sounds
to the quintal of hake. “Each boat lands on an average about one hundred and fifty pounds of sounds in
a year. The sounds are.worth from eighty cents up to a dollar and a quarter per pound. There is also
about a gallon of oil, worth about sixty cents, to the quintal of hake, so that the sounde and oil are worth
considerably more than the fish from which they are taken. ' ’ —

7. That the sea lobster fishery is very valuable in this part, and is now being pretty extensively
prosccuted. The best and nearly all the lobsters are caught out to sea, from half a mile to one mile from
the shore.  The lobster fishery is increasing. There are now about five thousand lobsters a day caught
here. . : :
Pe
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8. That I commanded the Island schooner ¢¢ Alberton” for three years, commencing in the year
1868. She fished cach year, but only for about two months each season. She was twenty-eight tons
burden, and carried a crew of ten hands. The first year she took about two hundred barrels of mack-
erel. The second year she did about the same, in fact she averaged two hundred barrels of mackerel each
year. She did not fish the whole season any year. o g

9. That I commanded the Island schooner *¢ Bay- State,” in the year 1873. She was also of twenty-
cight tons burden, and carried ten hands. . “She did not fish quite two months.  She took one hundred
and seventy-five barrel of mackerel. : .

_ 10. That'is the year 1872 I fished for two months in the Bay, on board the American Schooner
«Flying Fish” of seventy-five tons burden, carrying eighteen hands. She landed five hundred barrels of
mackerel, only making the one trip. :

. 11, The principal part of the schooner fishing is done within three miles of the shorc. Some of
the American vessels do all their fishing i shore. About three-quarters of the fishing done by the
*¢ Flying Fish” was done inshore. '

12. That I do not think that it would be any advantage whatever for the Canadians or Islanders to
have the right to fish on the American Coasts, we would not bother with it, as our own fisheries are so
much better. “There is an occasional good year for fishing on their shores, but not very often, last year
was, a good year on their coasts. ‘ , ‘

13. On an average there are eight hundred American vessels engaged in the cod, hake, and mackerel
fisheries in the Bay, that is including this island const, the: Magdalen Islands, the New Brunswick and
Nova Scotian coasts. There have becn as many as fifteen hundred sail in a season, according to their own
accounts. I myself have seen three hundred sail of them in a day.

14. That the American Schooners do a great deal of harm to the boat fishing. They have run
into boats. They come in and lee-bow the boats regulaily ; they also come in and throw large quantitics
of bait, and drift off drawing the mackerel after them. They sometimes spoil a boat’s summer’s work.

15. Their cod fishermen do harin to the fishing. by throwing overboard the -offal to the cod-fish.
We know well enough when we see the American fleet coming, that there is.an end to our good fishing.
%‘l;e. fishermen here look upon the arrival of the Americans as a- gerious injury and.damage to the Island

shing. C i
16. That there ie ‘on an average, three hundred sail of American vessels every yeat, engaged in her-
ring fishing at the Magdalen Islands, they seine the fish and take, on an average, about.one thousand - bar-
rels each vessel. The herring fishing there is right in shore.” I svas herring fishing at the Magdalen
Islands three ycars and each year there were about three hundred sail of Americans there fishing. They
send eome home and more they ship away to foreign markets. That herring fishery, is a_very important
trade to them. N o

17. That the right of trans-shipment is a very great advantage to the Americansin two "ways, they
.can ship their fish in time to catch good markets, which is very important to. them as the mackerel market
is a very fluctuating one. They also save ten days clear fishing; right in: the. heart of the fishing season,
that is clear of the three days they would take to unload. and refit here.. In good years, that would
amount to another trip in the course of the summer. The fish are also better and ¢ommand. higher prices
by being sent up quickly, if kept in the- vessels till they get to market, they are not nearly;sb good nor
.worth so much. : :

Sworn to at Alberfon, in Pi-ince‘County,. Prince Edward Island, this 30th day of ;June, A. D.,
1877, before me

: JOHN CHAMPION.
JOSEPH McGILVRAY,
J. P. for Prince County.

Mo. IL

1, Sebastian Davidson, of Tignish, in Princc County, in Prince Edward Island, actountant, make
oath and say :— : ‘ X R

1. Ibhave been connected with the fiching business as gccountant and .bookkeeper in different
cstablishments, for over twenty yeavs in this part of the country. The business, 86 far as. I have been
_engaged in it, has always been with boats. ‘ ' . ’ .

2. There are a hundred boats fishing from Kildare to the North Cape of this island.  The nuinber
of boats, I should say, has doubled.in the last ten years. The quality of the boats has very much improved,
they are fitted out better, have every requisite for fishing, and are better sailers than formerly ; they cad

‘now stay out, instead of being obliged to return to shore every evining. B '

3. The_Amcrican fleet is not now so numerous as it was a few years.ago. A few years ago, before
the Reciprocity Treaty was done away with, I should say it numbered from three to four hundred sail. I
.have seen them s thick as bees all- along the shore.  They used to fish all alopg this shore, up Bay -
Chaleur, at the Magdalen Islands, at Port Hood and other places, within three miles of the shore along
heﬂ% ’ .

4. The herring fishery is important for bait about here, it was a failure here this year except in traps
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5  The right of trans-shipment is a great advantage to the Americans, in'msxmfch as they can land
their first, refit, and be on the grounds again without much loss of time. They are also efmbler], by
virtue of this right, to take advantage of the fluctations of the markets, and can even sell their fish ¢ to
arrive.” Under ordinary circumstances I should say that the right of landing their fish, insicad of, taking
them to the States in their own vessels, would be a saving of a fortnight each trip.  They used to make
two trips a summer. . '

Sworn to at Tignish, in Prince County, in Prince Edward Island, this 27th day of June, A. D.
1877, before me. : .

' SEBN. DAVDISON.

JOSEPH MacGILVRAY,.

dJd. P. for Prince County, Prince Edward Island.

No. 12.

1, William Champion, of Cascumpec, in Prince County, Princé Edward Island, fisherman and fish
dealer, makcoath and say :— S

1. I have been engaged in fishing for over tem years, in botl boats and schooners, onc summer of .
which time I fished on board the American schooner ¢¢ Banner,” of Belfast, Maine. .

2. There are ffty boats, I should say fishing out of this harbour (Cascumpec) at the present time.
The number has trebled in the last ten years. Bt Kildare, Fignish, Mimnigash, Nail Pond, and that
way generally, the number has inéreased at @ greater rate than here. TFhe boats themselves are als’o_ver.y
much better than they were some years ago. The number is still incréasing, has increased ten boats this
spring in this harbour alone. ' o e )

3. ‘'I'hc avérage catch of mackerel for enclrboat is about seventy-five barrels, and about fifty quintals
of codfish and the same of hake. ' . '

4. Each boat carries oman average, a créw of four mem. .

5. The boats fish along the shores, mnainly within three miles of the shore. There are about nine-
tenths of the mackerel caught by the boats, canght within three miles of the shore. The best ground
is within that distance. About two-thirds of the cudfish rird half the hake eaight in boats, are caught
within three miles of the shore, in fact the bist ground for thie two- last mentioned fish is about three
miles out or thereabouts. Down- eastward' on this island, and' about Port Hood, Anﬁgonigb, Cape
George and other places in that divection, the boats and also the Americarr schiooners fish close in shore.

6. I fished two summers in an island schooner, and one in the American ‘¢ Banner.” The

"« Banner”, way about eighty tons burden. I was fishing in lier the year the cutters were around for
four months. "We kad a license to fish, so the cutters did not disturb us.  She carried a erew of six-
teen hands. We caught four hundred barrels of maclierel, of which we trans-shipped three hundred at
Charlottetown. We were only thrée daye out of the Bay landing and- trans-shipping the fish and saved
mofe than a forfnight in time. : _ A ' .

7. -The year I was in the ¢ Bannier ” she and other American vessels used often to drift down on
the boats, and used often’ to *lee-bow ” them, throwing out bait and taking the fish away. There
were about four hundred Americans fishing that year. We fished right up in the Bay Chaleur and
round the other shores of the Provinces. There were also a great many seiners out that year.

8. The average number of the American fleet each year is between four and five hundred. They
catch on an average between five and six hundred barrels of mackerel each. The Americans fish as
a rule near the shores. I do not think it would be worth their while to come down to fish unless
allowed to fish within three miles of the shore. The fishermen and captains say they would not
come down if kept away from the shore fishing. Our captain insisted on getting a license before he
would fish, and he and the erew paid for it. If there were enough cutters about, the Americans
would' be kept away; ten or twenty small vessels fitted. ot as cutters would keep them off.  Schooners
would be best for catters. . ‘ o

9. By fishing near the shore, the Americans do 2 great deal.of harn to the mackerel. They chuck
out 50 much bait.  They have the very best of bait, and can carry the mackerel off shore with them, as
the mackerel follow the bait.  They ¢ lee-bow-” the boats and:prevent their catching fish. The Ameri-
cans often get right in among the boats fishing and spoil their chances of a catch. )

~10. Fishermen in boats look upon the arrival of the American flcet as the rain of the good fishing
and Tknow it to be the fact. Their coming is thusa very great loss and injury to-boat fishermen.

. "The boats lie at anchor and the schooners drift down upon them, when the former have to get out of the
way.

Rreae S

[

1. The mackerel fishing begins a3 a rule about the twenty-fifth of June and lasts till about the

end of October, o

12. The right of trans-shipment is a very greatadvantage tothe Americans. They are thus ecabled

- to take advantages of the markets. When we trans-shipped the three hundred barrels at Charlottetown,
we got twenty-four dollars and fifty cents American currency a barrel for them, had we been obliged to
take them down ourselves we would have got to the market more than s week later with the fish, than
they arrived by trans-shipment,.and then the price would have been seventeen dollars. American money
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a barrel, so that by the trans‘s}{ip’ment of those three hundred barrels, we saved exactly two thousand
two hundred and fifty ddllars American money, or seven dollars and a half a barrel, besides being
able to remain on the fishing grounds. There were a number (of other Americans, at the sawe time,
who traus-shipped at the the same time and gained in the smne way. The right of trans-shipment also
enables them to refit and save a great deal of time during the fishing season. .  ° -

13. The mackerel came in here, in the beginning of the season from the southward and east-
ward and work northwardly and westwardly till about the middle of August and then work back,
striking this island both ways, The Americans know all about this and follow the fish. They know
the course of the fish so well, that they occasionally lay in wait to meet the schools of mackerel.
I have known them go into Georgetown and wait in this way.- o

14. The Americans scine the fish and ‘do a great deal of harm. I have known them off the
Nail Pond shore, while seining for mackerel, strike upon a school of herring and take about five
hundred barrels, which they threw away and the herring were destroyed.’ ,

Sworn to at Alberton, in Prince County, Prince Edward Island, this 26th day of June, A. D. 18177,

before me. : A 3
WILLI‘AM CHAMPION.

© JOSEPH MacGILVRAY, e
J. P. for Prince County, Prince Edward Island.
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No. 13.
DOMINION OF CANADA,
PROVINCE OF PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

Kinas County, to wit :

1, James McDonald, of East Point, in Kings County, in Prince Edward Island, mariner and fisher-
man, make oath and say : . : '

"~ 1. 'That I have been personally engaged in the mackerel and cod fishing since the vear 1848, and .
since the year 1854 I have been master of a fishing vessel. From the year 1848 to 1853 I was fishing
in American vessels. 1 commenced the mackerel fishing in 1850. © At that time the number of American
vessels engaged in the mackeyel fishery would be about 500 sail, and that year their average catch would
be six hundred barrels per vessel, of which fully nine-tenths would be caught inshore, within the three- .
mile limit. : S -

2. From the year 1853 to 1860 I was fishifig in British vessels. During that time there would be
an average of four hundred and fifty American vessels in the Gulf engaged in the mackerel fishery.

. 3. That since the year 1860 I have still been engaged in the mackerel fishing. That the average
number of American vessels during the fourteen or fifteen years next succeeding the year 1860, in the
Gulf engaged in the mackerel fishery, has been four hundred. The average catch of these vessels during
that time would be about five hundred barrels per vessel. And I have no hesitation in saying that nine-.
tenths of all the mackerel caught within the last fiftcen or seventeen years has been caught within the
three-niile limits. , : . : L

4. That when the mackerel arrive at the Gulf they first strike the Magdalenes, but there are none-
caught till they reach the Bay Chaleur and Seven Islands, where the first fare of the season is generally
.obtained. 'They then cross over to North Cape and along the northside of the Island, keeping in shore.

*5. That in the latter part of the season, from the middle of September to the first part of Novem-
ber, the weather will not permit of fishing any distance from' the shore, being too rough ; and during that
part of the season not one barrel in five thousand is caught outside the limits. ) vooe

6. That during the last two or three years the number of ‘American vessels fishing in the Gulf has
fallen away considerably, owing partly to the mackerel not frequenting our coasts during these years in
such large quantities-as in former years, but this year the prospects are good. - .

7. That the right to trans-ship is of great advantage to th¢ Americans, as they thercby save time,
and-gives them an extra trip which they would not otherwise have.

8.  That the large amount of offal thrown overboard by the Americans poisons the mackerel, and is
an injury to thé fishing ground. - . : ‘ ,

9.  That when we saw boats fishing. near the shore we made a practice of sailing down on them,
and with our good bait took all the mackerel, and the boats would have to give up till the mackercl
came back again. The vessels coming in among the boats are also likely to scatter the mackerel; and the
boats not being able to follow them any distance, lose them altogether. '

10. "That the Canadian and British cutters and men-of-war did not prevent the Americans from
fishing within the limits, for when they saw onc of them coming they stood out to sca till she passed, and
then resumed their fishing operations within the limits again. o o :

11.  From an experience of nearly thirty years'spent in mackerel fishing, I would say that the best
mackerel fishing ground is close inshore, say from one-half a mile to two and one-half miles from the
shore, off the north side of the Island, and that if the Americans could be prevented from fishing within
the three-mile limit, they would nat frequent our shores at all for the purpose of fishing. During the i
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last six or seven ycars the mackerel have kept morein shore than in former ycars. In fact, during the i
last few years. scarcely a mackerel would be caught outside the three-mile limit. :

12.  There is also a large fleet of American vessels engaged in the herring fishery off the Magda-
lenes, Labrador, and Newfoundland. I should say about two hundred and fifty sail. These vessels are
generally of a larger class than these engaged in the mackerel - fishery, some of them carrying as many as
three thousand barrels. From my experience and personal knowledge I would estimate that the Ameri-
cans catch and take from these shores 150,000 barrels of herring annually, all of which are caught close
up to the shore and well within the three-mile limit. They also buy large guantities of herring from the -
shore fishermcn in Newfoundland, but these are not included in the above estimate.

, . JAMES McDONALD.

Sworn to at Souris, in Kings County, in Prince Edward Island, this twenty-sixth day of June,
A D. 1877, before me.

JAMES R. MacLEAN.
dJ. P. for Kings County.

- No. 14.

I, James H. Davidson of Tignish in Prince County, Prince Edward Island, fish dealer, make oath
and say :— '

1. I have been for the last seven years running a fishing stage at the North Cape, and have been
engaged in fishing all my life, as a practical fisherman, in boats all the time except one year.when I was
on board the schooner ¢¢ Frank ” of this Island. : ) ,

2. That T believe there are fully two hundred boats fishing between Cascumpee harbor and North
Cape. During the last seven years the number of boats engaged in fishing has certainly trebled. The
boats are better models, better rigged, better equipped, are better sailers, and are superior in every re-
spect to-what they used to be. During the last ten years the capital invested in the boat fishing business
along this coast has multiplied ten fold, and that is a moderate statement. ) :

- 8. The boats will average three men to a boat all round for crew, and one man on shore, so that
the two hundred boats would give, during the summer, constant employment to eight hundred men,
“and the number of boats is constantly increasing. I believe that the fishing in this part of the Island is.
still in its infancy. ) : : . )

4. Ishould put the average catch of mackcrel per boat, taking one year with another for the last
ten years, at seventy-five barrels, and the average catch of codfish and hake at fifty quintals. The boats
nearly always catch as many herring as they require. They get abundance for mackerel bait, for home
use, and some to export. The boats would require on an average fiftcen barrels of herring for bait, each
boat during the mackerel season. . : . :

5. Seven-eighths of the boat fishing is done within three miles of the shore. All the mackerel and-
herring are caught within that limit, the codfish sometimes further out. . _—

6. The reasons for the increase of the number of boats is that people find it a profitable business, and.
the young men are going into it more.and inore. There is a special class growing up now, who are.
entircly devoted to and alogether depi ndent on fishing. Those men who devote themselves entirely to it
and study the habits of the fish, are by far the best and most successful fishermen. The business of fish-
ing is now becoming respectable, whereas formerly it was not considered so.  The fishery affords employ-
ment to an increasing population, which has not land of its own to farm. People gather from the inland
pauts to the fishing parts, in order to get employment in fishing. People come from other Provinces here
attracted by the fishing. It is particularly the mackerel fishing that is increasing. ' o

7. The year I was out fishing in the “Frank > we made a poor year’s fishing. We made two trips
in the bay and caught only three handred barrels of mackerel. The ¢ Frank ” was about sixty-three tons
and carried seventeen hands. ' ~

8. The year I was in the “Frank ” was the year the cutters svere around, and there were a good
many Americans kept away and some taken. We were all in and about the American fleet that year and
they would number three hundred sail.  They know the inshore fishing is the best and they will run risks
rather than not have it. I do not think it would be worth their while to come down here to fish in the Gulf 1:f
they could not fish within three miles of the shore; and it certainly would not be worth their while if
they could not fish within the three mile limit. I should certainly say that seven-cights of the catch of the
American catch is caught within three miles of the shore. _ :

‘9. They lie among the boats. ‘When they see the boats getting mackerel they come up and lee-bow
the hoats, throwing bait and drawing off the fish, when the boats have to Jeave. They certainly do ba}'m
to the fishing by throwing the offal overboard. By it the fish are ghitted and poisoned. They also in-
terfere with the bait nets, and get foul of the set-lines and trawls. The set-lines are now being used
very much along here, and are increasing very fast, and as they-increase, the damage done by the
Americans is becoming greater. o : : ' :

10. The right of trans-shipment s of very great consequence to the Americans, as they save the.
time they would otherwise consume in' going home with their fish, and that-right in the middle of the
fishing ceason. The time saved in this way would certainly be equal to another trip for the vessel during
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the season. By having this right they are also enabled to take advantage of the markets, so that if the
price of mackerel is up they can at once send - their fish up to take advantage of the high price. They
can do this even'if they have only a few fish. The mackerel market is one of the most fluctuating in the
world so that it is a very great advantage to get them into market quickly. -The mackerel also get worse
looking the longer they are kept and command a smaller price, if they are kept in the hold of the vessel
they are getting poorer all the time, by being transshipped this deterioration is-avoided. S

11. There are plenty of salmon off .this shore, - and since. attention has been directed to them; the
salmon fishery is found to pay,.and when properly attended to it will become very profitable.  They are
caught off' this coast in nets and traps. It isonly recently that they were known to be here. = There are
. also plenty of shad and some bass off this coast, which can be caught in traps. o

12.  The sounds taken from hake are now very valuable. For three years here the price of sounds
averaged a dollar a pound, and the lowest price they have sold for was thirty-five cents.. They would
average seventy-five cents a pound one year with another. -I would say that about four pounds of sounds
are got to a quintal of green hake weighing two. hundred and eighty pounds.  The value of the sounds
is greater than the hake from which they are taken, - - : .

13.  Codfish tongues and sonnds are also put up and svld to some extent out of ‘this island and are
valuable. . T ) : . .. . :

14. The oil taken from the codfish and hake is of considerable importance, and there would be, on
an averagé, about half a gallon worth twenty-five cents taken from every quintal of hake and codfish.

Sworn to at North Cape, in Prince County, Prince Edward Island, this 28th day of June, A. D.
1877, before me, C. A :

- JAMES H. DAVIDSON.
JOSEPH MACGILVRAY, . )
J. P. for Prince County, Prince Edward Island. 2 .

. No. i6. = | )
DOMINION OF CANADA, ' : : .
PROVINCE OF PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

Kixgs County, to wit:

g, Joseph Canipbell, of Soaris, in King’s County, in Prince Edward Island, master marincr, make
. oath and say :— : : . o L A

1. That I have been personally engaged in the fisheries since the year 1855. From 1855 to 1858.
I was-fishing in boats off the north side of the Island.. We caught all our fish at that time within three
miles from the shore. - : N . L. . R

. 2. That from the year 1858 to 1867 I was constantly and actively engaged in fishing aboard
American vessels, and during that time I fished on all the fishing grounds. B :
- 3. We.got our first fare generallyin the Bay Chaleur. Fully nine-tenths of this fare would be,
caught close in shore, within the three-mile limits. = . - R : )

4. The mackerel, after leaving the Bay Chaleur, strike across to the'North Cape of Prince Edward’
Island, and some of theni return to the Magdalenes.” We generally got our second fare from the north
cape of the Island to East Point and at the Magdalenes, gencrally catching the fish within the limits, T,
would say that fully seven-eighths of this fare is caught within the three-mile limits. ,

5. From the year 1863 to 1867 the average number of Amcrican vessels fishing mackerel in the.
Gulf would, in my opinion, be about five hundred sail, and during those years the catch was good, aver-
aging about six hundred harrels per vessel per season. A :

6. From my personal knowledge and actual observation I would say that fully seven-eighths of
that quantity of mackerel were caught inshore, that is, within threc miles from the shore: ,

. 7. . Qur usual mode was to go in close to the shore; if in bold water, closc-up to the rocks, throw
our bait and drift off, the mackerel following after the bait. When we lost the mackerel we again tacked.
for the shore. : S , .
8. That the American fleets of fishing vessels very materially injure the boat-fishing off shore.
The Americaus have always made a practice of sailing down among the boats, and by throwing bait and.
drifting off draw the mackerel away with ther. .This is a very common occurrence, and must have been :
a great injury to the boat-fishing. ) . . ' : s
'9. I think that the large amount of offal thrown overboard by the fishing fleets has a tendency. to
injure the fiishing. . The fish eat up this dirty and-poisonous food and they will not then follow or take
the bait.. Tn this way this practize must be very hurtful to the fishing grounds.. :

10. That the American vessels fished within the limits almost as much after the expiration of the
Reciprocity Treaty as before. The Treaty did not scem to make any material differgnce. . The cutters.
did not to any extent prevent the Americans from fishing within the limits as we could always see them
coming, and had time to get outside the limits. ~Sometimes ¥re merely pulled up our lines and fishing .
gear and as soon as the cutter would pass. we would resume our fishing, :
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11.  From the year 1867 to 1872 I was master of a British fishing schooner.  During these years
therc would be about four hundred and fifty American vessels in the Bay, and their average catch per
vessel would be about four hundred and fifty barrels per season.  Fully seven-eighths in my opinion of
all the mackerel caught in the Bay by Americans during the years between 1867 to 1872 would be taken
within the threc mile limit,

12. The American vessels in large numbers would often sail down on the few British vessels
- fishing in the Bay and lee-bow them and by their larger numbers -generally succeeded in drawing
away the fish from the British vessels. . : .

18. The right of trans-shipping is a great benefit to the Americans. They thereby save time
cnough to make an extra trip which they could not otherwise make without this right.

14. That I have also been engaged for several years in the herring fishery off Labrador in Ameri-
can vessels. There are about two hundred and fifty to three hundred American vessels engaged on the
coasts of Labrador, Newfoundland and the Magdalenes in this fishery. These vessels are of a larger
build than those engaged in the mackerel fishery. The average quantity taken from these coasts by theso
vesscls would be about one thousand barrels per vessel per season, making a total of from 250,000 to
300,000 barrels per year. A proportion of this quantity is bought from the fishermen along -the coasts
of Newfoundland, I would say about one half are bought. All the herring are caught close inshore
from one quarter to one half mile from the shore.

Sworn to at Souris, in Kings Ceunty, in Prince Edward Island, this twenty-seventh day of June,
A. D. 1877, before me, ,

. JOSEPH CAMPBELL.
JAMES R. MacLEAN, ’
© J. P. for Kings County.

No. 16.

DOMINION OF CANADA, :
PROVINCE OF PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

Kixes Counrty, to wit:

I, Alexander Chiverie of Souris, in Kings County in Prince Edward Island, formerly fisherman
- now merchant, make oath and say :— S

1. That I commenced mackerel fishing in the year 1847 in an American schooner named the
* Triton.” In those years there would be from 500 to 600 sail in the Bay. The schooner I was in was
generally in company with 100 to 200 sail. At that time I did not bear anything of the 3 mile limits.
- It was not till the ycar 1852 that 1 first heard any talk regarding the limits. , .

2. The first year I was fishing, we left the American ground in the Fall in September, and came
to the Bay. We fished off the north past of Cape Breton and caught the whole of our fare within three
miles from the shore. ‘

3. The custom gencrally adopted by the fishermen is to ge within a mile of the shore, heave our
bait and then drift off, taking the fish with us. ‘ . )

4. 'The cutters did not te any extent prevent the Amcricans fishing within the limits. * They would
simply sail off till the cntters had gone by and commence fishing again within the limits. .

5. I remainced fishing in American vessels till the year 1867. I would say that the average num-~ -
ber of American vessels fishing mackerel in the Bay, between the years 1847 and 1867, was from four
hundred to five hundred sail cach year, and that the average catch per vessel during those years was 400
barrels each season. : ‘ ’

6. That without a doubt two-thirds of the above quantity was canght within three. miles from the
shore.

7. That in the year 1867 I was master of a British fishing schooner. The first trip of that season
we fished between the Miramichi and Bay Chaleur. During that trip the fish played chiefly nshore.
about a mile from the shore. - At times during that trip I would be getting a good catch, when the
American vessels, to the number of fifty or sixty, would come along, and by drawing off the fish spoil
my fishing. During that trip, the Americans, I would say, caught fully three-fourths of their fare within
the three mile limit. During the second trip of that season I was fishing on’ the north side of the Island
and caught all that fare within three miles from the shere. On several occasions during that trip, 2
ficet of American vesSels would come up alongside and spoil ny fishing. : '

8. That since that ycar I have not been personally engaged in fishing, but I have owned fishing

stages, and have had boats engaged in shore fishing. ,
. 9. 'That I have noticed the American vessels come in among the boats fishing from one to two
miles from the shore, heave their bait and draw off all the mackerel. The boats would then be obliged
to give up fishing for that day. This is a very common practice among the American vessels, and I have
noticed it on several occasions during the last few years.
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10. That the numbers of Boats engaged in prosecuting the mackerel fisheries have largely increased
during the past few years. . . , :
. 11." That fully three-fourths of all the mackerel canght in the boats is caught inshore well within
the three mile limits. .

12. Without a doubt the Americans would not come to the bay at all for fishing purposes if they
could be kept outside of the 3 mile limit altogether. .

Sworn to at Souris, in Kings County, in Prince Edward Island, this twenty-seventh day pf Juue,

A. D., 1877, before me
. ALEXANDER CHIVERIE.
JAMES K. MacLEAN,
i J. P. for Kings County.

No. 17%.

1, James J.-Morrisay, of Tignish, in Prince County, Prince Edward Island, fish-stage proprietor,
make.onth and say:— = C . ge 1

1. . I have fished for four years and have been proprietor of a fishing-stage at Frog Pond the whole
time. The first year I had one boat, and caught about forty-five barrels of mackerelin her ; that year
I also got about one hundred and twenty barrels of herring, worth about three dollars a barrel ; I caught
about ten quintals of codfish in that boat the same year ; she was a small boat. o

2. The second year I had five boats, and caught about four hundred barrels of mackerel. I also
caught about eighty quintals of ling the same year, in those boats, and about sixty of codfish, and about
two hundred and fifty pounds of sounds, then worth sikty cents a pound. = ;¢ - ‘ '

. 3. The third year I had'six boats, and caught about -one hundred and sixty barrels of mackerel,
and about forty quintals of codfish and hake, and about fifty-five barrels of herring. That was a really
poor year. : o S S

4. This year (1877) I have nine. boats, and have caught about fifteen barrels of herring. I have
also more codfish already caught than I had the whole of last year. This promises to be a good year; so
far as I can judge: e ~ ‘ ETE :

5. At Nail Pond I should say the number of boats has increased about one-fifth during the' last
three years.- I think the boats are now much better built, rigged, and fitted out than they were. .

" 6., The average crew of the small boats is-about three men, of the large boats the crew would be
four men, There are-twenty dollars now. invested in the business to the one there was ten years ago. -

" 7. - The boats get.near about the whole of the mackerel caught by them within a'mile and a half to
two miles-of the shore, the boats very seldom go beyond two miles out. The hake are generally canght .

within three miles of the shore, and the codfish generally further out. " :

8. About three years ago I have seen as many as three hundred American, shooners anchored off
this shore, within a mile.- I have seen some of them fishing so close in shore that they got aground.

" The principal part of the fishing that I have seen the Americans do has been within three - miles of the
shore. Taking one year with another, I do not think it would be worth their while to fit out for the
Gulf fishing if they could not fish within three miles of the shore. I have heard the American captains
say £o0.. . - ~ C .

9. . I have seen the Americans drift down on the boats, not minding the latter, on several occasions,
andkon several occasions-the boats, Iying at anchor, had to cut their cubles to save themselves from being
sunk. : : . :

"~ 10. The Americans spoil the fishing in this way: they see the boats fishing and drift down on
them whén the boats have to get out of the way and thus lose the mackerel.  They have also better bait
than we have and by its means draw off the fish, and they throw out a great deal of bait.

11. Very few Americans fished within three miles of the shore the year the cutters were here. I
saw them within three miles of the shore, when they saw the cutter’s smoke, clear out.

12, Whenever the Americans heave in, the fishermen from boats grumble and complain that the
good fishing is at'an end, and that the Americans sink the mackerel with bait. The boat fishermen look
upon the arrival of the Americans as a serious loss and injury to themselves. > S

13. The mackerel season here lasts from about the twentieth of June till about the middle ot

October. . : :

" 14. 1 would look upon the right of trans-shipment as a very great privilege to the Americans, as
they could ship away their mackerel without losing. much time going with them, and by this right, they
would be enabled to catch the markets, two or three days often making a very great difference in the
mackerel market. They are also enabled through having this right, to refit here instead of losing time
going home for that purpose. _ : S ¥
-, -15. Abont three years ago the Americans did some seining here, but I have not scen them doing
any since. - o C '

16. I would give ns a reason for the increase of the number of boats, that the young men thinl
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they can do better in it; and also because the population is increasing and also the spirit of enterprise
among the people. :

Sworn to at Fignich, in Prince County, Princc Edward Island, this 27th day of June, A. D. 1877,
before me.

JAMES MORRISAY.
JO3SEPH MacGILVRAY,
J. P. for Pfince County, Prince Edward Island.

No. 18.

I, Edward Hackett, of Tignish, in Prince Edward Island, merchant and member of the Local
Parliament for the first district of Prince County, make oath and say :

1. That previously to the last two years I was personally engaged in the fishing business for about
fifteen years. Part of this time I carried on a fishing business and part of the time I was engaged as a
practical fisherman. ) ' ‘

2. There are now about one hundred boats fishing out of Tignish Harbour. alone. The number
has increased very much within the last few years. There are larger and better boats now than there
were ten years ago ; they are better built, rigged and equipped now than they were then. There is also
more capital, by a large amount, invested in the basiness than there was ten years ago, and the crews are
more experienced in fishing than the crews were then.

3. The boats would average about four men to each boat, some having more and some less. The
boats, taking one year with anether, would have an average catch of fifty barrels of mackerel to each
boat, and they would also average about fifty quintals of codfish and hake to the boat, this is taking the
average for both big and small boats. '

4  The reason of the increase in the number of boats is, that more people embark in the business
and invest capital in it, because they found the fishing to be a remunerative business, and also from the
increase of population and of enterprise.

5. The herring fishery, as a gencral thing is a very reliable fishery, the fishermen generally catcl:
enough for bait and for home consumption. About ten barrels to a boat,’ of herring, are required for bait
during the mackerel season. This year the net fishimy of herring was a failure. ‘ '

6. The boats invariably fish for mackerel and almest invariably within three miles of the shore.
The best mackerel fishing ground is from one mile to two miles and a half from the shore.

7. The American vessels generally come off here in June, and’ are reported to make generally
two trips in the summer. _They generally also fish within three miles of the shore. They take a very
large quantity of mackerel in amongst the beats and are a great annoyance to the boats. They come in
among the boats and throw bait and drift off carrying the fish with them. They come in among the boats
and often run them down, they are careless of the injury they may do to the boats. When they see 2
boat getting mackerel they make straight for it and draw off the mackerel by every means they can
employ, throwing out bait 1n large quantities. ; '

8. I have often counted a hundred American vessels fishing between North Cape and Cape Kildare, -
a distance of not more than ten miles ; and that would be only a small portion of the whole fleet.

9. The right of trans-shipment is a very great benefit to the American fishermen. When they
land their catch of fish they can at once fit-out again and be on the grounds again without the loss of
time they .would incur by being compelled to go home with their loads. They thus save from two to
three weeks in the trip, and that in the very best of the fishing. That would amount to a trip saved in
the course of the Summer. They are thus enabled also to watch the fluctuations of the markets, the
mackerel market being a very variable one, and a few days often making a very great difference in that
market. : A T .

10. The boat fishermen always rave when they see the Americans come here in numbers, and look
upon their arrival as a great loss to themselves. :
EDWARD HACKETT.

Sworn to at Tignish, in Prince County, Prince Edward Island, this 27tk day of June, A. D. 1877,
before me. '

JOSEPH MacGILVRAY,
. Jd. P. for Prince County.

No. 19.

1, Maurice O'Counor, of Kildare Cape, in Prince County, Prince Edward Island, fishermin, make
oath and say :— ' E '

1. That I have been engaged in the fishery as a business for the last eight yeais, before that I had
been fishing for about two years. I have fiched in boats out of Kildare, Nail Pond, and Rustico in this
island, =~ - ’
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2. 'There are about forty boats fishing off this shore, this side of any harbour. These are mostly
~ smaller boats than those that fish out of the harbours. They are made small so that they can he easily
beached in case of a storm or any -other necessity, there being no place of refuge for them on the shore.
They are mostly owned by farmers who want to haul them up often, The number has trebled within the
last ten years, and the boats themsclves are far better.  There is more than twelve times the capital
invested in the busines, on the shore now, that there was ten years ago. These boats carry on an average
a crew of about three men each. T S

3. The Americans used to fish off this shore in' large numbers. I have seen hundreds of them
ﬁshigg right in shore amongst the boats. They stretched right up the shore from this Cape as far as one
could see. '

4. The Americans sometimes run in among the boats and hurt them. If they see the boats getting
fish they run in and ¢ lee-bow ” them first thing, throwing bait and taking the fish away.  Unless there
is a very large body of mackerel where they are fishing, the boats have no chance. : ’

5. The Americans prefer the shore fishing. They fish closc in when the wind is off shore, drifting
off and taking the fish with them. They throw very much pogie and clam bait; which enabled them to
take off the mackercl. T do not think they would come down. here to fish if not allowed within three
miles of the shore. The boat fishermen always look upon the arrival of the American fishermen as a great
injury to the boat fishing. The Americans throw so much bait that the mackerel get gorged and will not
bite, but go off, the Americans following them. :

7. The cutters kept the Americans off the shore a good deal, but they used always try to steal in
again.  They used to come in then and drift off. ~'When a cutter- was anywhere near, the Americans
kept off; that wasa great advantage to the boatmen, as they then had all the shore fishing to themselves.

8. The best fishing ground for mackerel is near shore, within three miles of it.

9. One reason for the increase of the number of boats is that the population is increasing and there
mefpleqty of young men about who want employment, and they find the fishing pays them fully as well
as farming. . . ;

10. There are large quantities of herring caught along here as a general thing. Probably ten
barrels of herring to a boat are used for bait.in the mackerel fishing: '

11. Off Nail Pond the Americans often seine for mackerel, and I have seen them off here looking
for the mackarel in order to seine. o :

I2. This yearI am engaged in the salmon fisheries off this coast. The salmon are caught in nets
and traps. The salmon here' are very fine.. "'The average wefght of those caught by me this year has
been twelve pounds each. They have been caught on this shore weighing thirty-six pounds. The salmon
fishing has only lately been started here. It will pay I believe, and the trade in salmon is springing up.
When properly looked after this branch of the fishery will become very valuable. The salmon are all
caught off the shore and not in the rivers. ' ‘

Sworn to at Kildare Cape, in Prince County, Prince Edward Island, this 27th day of June, A. D.
1877, before me. . ’

MAURICE O'CONNOR.

" JOSEPH MacGILVRAY,
J. P. for Prince County, Prince Edward Island.

No., 20.

. 1, Alexander Larkin, of Alberton, in Prince Coanty, Prince Edward Islund, merchant, make oath
and say :— .

1. That I have been engaged in fishing for twenty-five years, principally in the boat fishing, I have
had vessels in the business. I have been carrying on the business at stages. E

2. There are about two hundred boats engaged in fishing from Cascampee to the North Cape.
The number has greatly increased during the last few years. The boats are a very much better class of
boats now than a few years ago ; they are larger and better fitted out. There is also much more capital
invested in the business now than formerly. The average crew of each boat, taking Jarge and small
together, would be at least three. There are also a number of' shove men employed in connection with
the boats. The greatest quantity of the fish, I should say over. three-quarters of the whole catch, is
caught within three miles of thé shore. - ' ’

3. ILaccount for theincrease of the boat-fishing, because people found it profitable to go into fishing.

4. 1 bave several times known over three. hundred sail of American fisking schooners to be in this
harbor at a time, and it was never considered that more than half their fleet were in. They used very
often to fish inshore, and often to the injury of .our boat fishermen; they come among the boats, whick
are getting fish, and bait the school of mackerel, and carry it off. , ‘ 7 .

5. The Americans, when the cutters were about, always evaded them if possible, even at a risk to

themselves. 'The cutters kept them off to some extent, and made several seizures. ' :
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- The right of trans-shipment here must be an adv‘mtuoe to the Amerxcans, but I cannot state to
\vlmt cxtent
Sworn to at Albcrton, in Prince County, Prmce Edward Ishnd t}us 29th day of" June, A. D. 1877,
before me, - : >
ALEXANDER LARKIN.
JOSEPH MacGILVRAY, S
dJ. P. for Prince County.

: No. 2L

I, Gilbert Perry, of Frog Pond, in Prince County, in Prince Edward Island, owner of -fishing. stages
and ﬁsh dealer, make oath and say :—

1. That I have been engaged in the ﬁahm0 busmess about eighteen years, fifteen years of that time
I have been actually enguged in .ﬁshmﬂ', and am Well acquainted with the fishing ground around here.
My experience has’ been in boats.

2. There are at least one hundred and fifty boats cngaged in the fishing between Frog Pond
Skinner’s Pond, and Nail Pond. There are sixty-threé boats engaaed in the fishing at Frog Pond alone.
Each boat would average a crew of three men each ; uno boat less than three, some more.

. 8. The number of boats at Frog Pond alone has increased twenty boats within the last year, and I
would say there are ten times as many v boats engaged in the fishing as there ‘was ten years ago, and.the
number of stages are greatly increased. The, boats themselves are gettmg better every year, bemcr better
sailers, better eqmpped and better rigged than they were.

4. Taking one year with anochex "the boats (large and small) average “about ﬁfty barrels of mackerel
in the season, and on this shore they average about thirty quintals each cod and hake, Asa general
thing, sufficient quantities of herring are taker for bait and for home use. FEach boat on this shore
requires about twenty barrels of herrmfr for mackerel bait during the season.

5. The reasons I would give for ‘the increase for the number of boats is, the increase in populatton
and trade, the trade becoming more and more opened up,and the business affords employment to a large
number of men who could not otherwise get employment.  The gleat reason is, that the fishing business
is so very remunerative.

6. I should say that the average number of American vesseIs ﬁsh.m« in the Bay dunno the last.
ten years would be over four hundred. They gencrally come down here about the first of J uly and fish
all summer ; they fish all across, between herc and the New Brunswxck shore, this side of the Island
being opposite the New Brunswick shore.

“7. When the cutters were about here they frightened the Americans off a good -deal. Very few
of the Americans fished inside that year. That, of course, would greatly injure their fishing ; the best of
their catching is within three miles of the shore. [ don’t think it would pay them to fit out for fishing
unless allowed to fish within three miles of the shore. That year, when they used to come in here to-
water, they used to complain that the cutters caused them great loss. '

8. When the American fishermen see our boats octtmg mackerel they come in among them, throw
large quantities of bait and draw off the fish; they sometimes drift down or our boats, and I have some-
times seen them upset and sink our boats.

9. I consider that the right of trans-shipment would be a very great advantage to the Americans,
particularly in a good fishing season, as by means of it they are enabled to land their fish, refit for a new
voyage, and be on the ﬁshm grounds in a very short time. I consider they save at least two weeks
cach t trip, which would be equal to another trip for the season:

10. The Americans used to do a good deal of harm here seining the mackerel. Tiwo or three
years ago, in particular, they used to catch large quantities of fish, not one-half being mackerel the rest
being herrm« and other fish, which ‘were dcstroyed and thrown overboard. .

GILBERT >< PERRY

mark.

Sworn to at'Frog Pond, in. Prmce County, in Prince Edward -Island, this’ 28th day of June, A. D.
1877, before me, the same having been first read and fully explamed to the said Gilbert Perry, who
signed by his mark. . . :

. JOSEPH MacGILVRAY,
: J. P. for Prince County

N22

I, Agno J Gaudet, of Nail Pond, in Prmce County, Punce Edwaxd Island ﬁsherman and ﬁs&

tradet, make oath and say :
1. I haye been engazed in the fishing busmess for about fourtcen or fiftecn years, part of the time
in boats and three ,years in the schooner « Frank,” the years of 1866 and 1867 cnd 1868. In tho‘

4
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schooner we fished all round the Island, from West Cape to East Point, Magdalen Islands, Bay De
Chaleur to Point Le Pau, and along the Cape Breton shore. She was over sisty tons burthen, and had
a crew of from fifteen to eighteen hands. The first season we got shipwrecked and did not do much,
the sccond year we went seining and got over two hundred barrels of mackerel and some thirty or forty
barrels of herring. - .. , ' _

2. 1 consider that within the last thirteen years the boats have increased seven fold, they carry an
average crew of three men each, besides giving employment to a great number of shore men—taking one
year with another, they average about fifty barrels of mackerel each. As a general thing we catch as
many herring as we want round this coast, for mackerel bait and for home use. The best mackerel fishing
is done from the shore to two miles and a half out. .

3. Along this coast the Americans very often fish mackerel within three miles from the shore, and
I believe it is a great advantage for them to have the privilege.of fishing within three miles of the shore.

4. 1 consider the right of trans-shipment a great advantage to the American fishermen ; by doing so
they can trans-ship their mackerel here, refit and return to the fishing grounds without loosing much time,
and thus save a fortnight each trip, which in a good fishing season would be equal to another trip.

Sworn to at Nail Pond, in Prince County, Prince Edward Island, this 28th day of June, A. D.
1877, before me. : :

JOSEPH DMacGILVRAY,
J. P. for Prince County.

AGN’O J. GAUDEL.

o. 28.

1, William 8. Larkin, of Nail Pond, Tignish, in Prince Coanty, Prince Edward Island, fish dealer

and fisherman, make oath and say :— .

1. I have been engaged in fishing for thirteen years, principally in boats ; bat one summer in a
schooner, the ¢¢ Rechabite,” and am well acquainted with the fishing grounds. :

2. I made a trip of three days in June 1874, on board .of the American schooner ¢ Cynosure * of

. Booth Bay, Maine, in which time we fished close to this shore and took two hundred barrels of mackerel.

She took six hundred and seventy barrcls of mackerel in eight days that trip.  She was about one hun-
- dred tons burden and carried fifteen or sixteen hands. Her catch was all caught within three miles of

the shore. - ' .

8." There.must be fally two hundred boats fishing between Mimuigash and Nail Pond and I should
say more. The last three years the number of boats has doubled and more. The boats themselves are
" of a better quality than they were three years ago. The capital invest2d in.boat fishing has also doubled

or trebled during the same time. : . K

-4, - The reason there has been such an increase is because people found the fishing to pay.

5. Each boat, on an average, carries a crew of about thrce men, a number of shoremen are also .
~ cmployed in connection with the boats. = : ' ' . .

6. Asa general thing the boats get their codfish from three miles out to a half mile from shore;
the spring codfish are right in handy the shore ; the mackerel range from.half a mile to.three miles off;
the greater part of the mackerel are caught about a mile and a half from the shore; in the fall of the-year
they move off to aboat three miles ; I should say two-thirds of the fish here are caught within three miles
of the shore; the ling arc crught about two and a half to three miles from the shore.

" T. Some years some of the boats catch over two hundred barrels of mackerel each ; taking one year |
with another for the past ten years, I would put the average catch of mackerel at fifty barrels per boat.
I would put the average catch per boat, taking all sizes, of codfish and ling at about fifty quintal.

8. When the Americans come here they fish in about from one to three miles from shore; I have
seen them so close that they have rua aground. - : . :

9. When there is a fleet of Americans here they hurt the boat fishing and draw off the fish; their
bait is better than ours, and they throw it and draw away the fish from our boats ; while they are here
the boats do not do much as a general thing; the fishermen look upon the arrival of the Americans as the
break-up of the boat fishing. : -

10.  The right of trans-shipment is a great advantage to the Americans, because they can unship their
fish here and send.them home while they themselves can go on with their fishing ; they would thas save
- from three to four weeks a trip ; that would be equal to a trip saved during the summer. Another ad-
vantage is that they can send on their fish, even half loads, in time to catch the good markets, which
they could not do if obliged to go home with their cargoes, and as the mackerel isa very variable market,
this is a very great advantage. _ ‘ o

11. The mackerel season lasts on the shore from the first of July on till towards the. end of Sep-
tember. The Americans get here about the boginning of July. The Americans seine for mackerel
along here. . - '

Sworn to at Nail Pond, Tignish, Prince County, in Prince Edward Island, this 28th day of June,
A. D., 1877, before me,

JOSEPH MacGILVRAY,"
J.-P. for Prince County.

WM. S. LARKIN.
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No. 24.

DOMINION OF CANADA, '
PROVINCE OF PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND,
Prince Counry.

I, Michael Foley, of Alberton, in Prince County, in the said Island and Domlmon, merchant, make
oath and say :—

1. That I am at present and have been for the past three years, doing business in Alberton aforesaid,
and that an important part of my business consists in prosecuting the fisheries on the north and west coasts
of this Island.

2. That T furnish supphes to about eighty fishing boats, which supplies consist of bait, hooks and ;
lines, provisions and necessary clothing for the men on board said boats; and that the men requlred to,
complete the crews of said boats, and to cure and land the fish taken by the boats, would amount in the
aggregate to four huudred men—a few more or less.

8. Thut I amin frequent communication with the fishermen in my own employ, and with others
. who prosecute the fisheries on their account, (and whose catch of fish [ purchasc) and consider myself
capable cf furnishing correct information as to the manner in which the shore fisheries of this Province are
carried on.

4. Trom my own personal obaervatxon, and from information obtained in the manner set forth in

the preceding section, that nearly if not all the mackerel taken by the boats, are caught within three
marine miles from the shore, though a large boat may, late in the season, fish further off the land.
" 5. In a good season a boat’s crew will catch betw een fifty and eighty barrels of mackerel, besides a
quantity of herrmo' codfish and hake, and the greater part of the codfish and hake are caught more than
three miles from the coast line, but within the three mile limit, and the herrmg are cauvht within three
miles of the shore.

6.. The boats are sometimes interferred with while fishing, by American fishing schooners coming
near them, throwi ing a large quantity of bait, and by that means. takmo away the fish ‘that may be around
the boat ; the schooners frequently drift and come in contact with the boqts when the latter are at anchor,

fishing, thus causing serious damage to the boats and their outfit.

7. In the Summer of the year one thousand cight hundred and sixty-cight, I was in charge of my
own vessel, the ¢¢ Lily Ada,” of the burthen of ﬁfty-ﬁ\e tons, and was master of said vessel and continued
to use the said vessel during the fishing season of that year for fishing only, and myself and crew of said
vessel caught two hundred and fifty barrels of mackerel, three fourths of which catch were taken within
three xmlcs of the coast, and the remainder was taken wnhm the three mile limit, and during that summer
my veesel was in company -with the fleet of American fishing schooners on the coast of this Tsland fishing,
. and the fish so taken by the different vesscls of the American fishing flect were caught at or near the same
fishing grounds and in the same manner as those fish’ taken by my vessel.

8. For the past three years I have furnished supplies to fishing stages built for the [ purpose of pack-
ing and curing’fish at Mimnigash, Hayward’s Cove. Frog Pond, Black Pond, Nail Pond, Kilddre and
C.lscumpec H’lrbor, and these stages are vigited by me- almost daily during the fishing season and from
my observations made at the different stages, which are all in prominent p]aces on the beach, T should say

- that fully one half, of the fish caught by the American echooners (fishing at or near that part of the coast)
are caught within three miles from the shore, and the greater part of the remainder of their catch are
taken within the three mile limit.

9. A great advantage accrues to the . American fishermen fishing on the coasts of this Island, from’
the. fact, from their nrrht of trans-shipment, as when a large c'mtch of fish is made, they can with
very little delay, trana-chxp their cargo, and immediately resume the fishing ; they are also enabled to take
speedy advantage of a profitable market.

0. The harbor of Cascumpec is at present frequented by the vessels of the American fishing fleet,
and is near the fishing grounds and easy of access, and if the same is improved, it would to a very great
extent add to the a'\fety of the vessels fishing on the coasts of this Island, and materially assist and make
secure the American fishing schooners while’ engaged in the fisheries on the coasts of this I[sland.

11. ‘That great facilities are engaged by the Awerican fishermen on the coasts of this Island, by be-

" ing unable to secure clam and other bait and by replenishing thelr supply of' wood and water from the
shores of this province.

> 12. That fishing in boats’has increased to a very great extent during the last few }ears and the
boats now employed are larger and in all respects better found than those formerly used.

13. I have been for twelve years master mariner and ship owner, and have been during that time
sailing principally in the Gulf of St. Lawrence and am well acquainted with the coasts of this \sland

Sworn to-at Summerside, in Prince County, in Prince Edward Island, the 26th day of June, A. D. .
1877 before me,

M. FOLEY.
JAMES W. IIOWE,
Commassioner for lulxmg ayzda,bzts ¢ the Supreme Cau/é
and Notary I’ublzc Jor-Prince Edward Iland.



No. 25.
DOMINION OF CANADA, :
PROVINCE OF PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.
" King’s COUNTY; to wit :

I, Marshal Paquet, of Souris, in Kings County, in Prince Edward Island, farmer and fisherman,
make oath and say: s o

1. That I have been personally and actively engaged in the mackerel fishing in the Gulf of Saint

Lawrence from the year 1860 to 1869. In 1860 I commenced fishing in an American vessel, « The
-Morning Star.” We made two trips to the Gulf during that Summer and caught 450 barrels. During
that season there were about 500 American vessels in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence prosecuting the mackerel
fishery. Their average catch during that year was small, not more than 300 barrels per vessel. During
six weeks of that Summer we were on Bank Bradley and did not get any fish. We then came down to
Bay des Chaleurs where we got a few. 'We left the Bay and crossed over to the Island where we caught
most of our fare, about two-thirds, within three miles off the shore.
, 2. That in the year 1862 I fished mackerel in the American vessel ** Mary W. Dodge.” During
that year there were at least five hundred American vessels fishing mackerel in the Gulf. The average
catch of that season was small, not over three hundred and fifty barrels per vessel, —two-thirds of which
would be caught within the three-mile limits. e : ‘

3. That in the year 1864, I was again engaged in mackerel fishing aboard the American vessel
“S. A, Parkhurst,” of sixty tons burthen. During that year we made three trips to the.Gulf, making a
total catch of nine hundred and fifty barrels, fully three-fourths of which we caught from one to three
miles from the shore. There was alarge number of American vessels in the Gulf that season, over five
hundred. The catch was very good, some of the vessels taking as many as 1300 barrels. I should say
the average catch that season would be over six hundred barrels per vessel. Averaging the ten years
between 1860 and 1870 that I was engaged in the. fishing, I would say that the American fleet would
number four hundred sail each year—their average catch would be four hundred and fifty barrels per ves-
sell each season, and of this number, without a doubt, two-thirds were caught inshore within the three-
mile limits. :

4. Our usual custom in fishing was to'sail in close to the shore, from one half to one mile of the
shore, heave our bait and drift off taking the mackerel with us. Time and again when I was fishing in
American vessels, we have  gone in among the boats fishing near the shore and heaving our bait, which
was generally superior to that used in the boats, take all the mackerel with us, and the boats would have
to wait for another school to come along. - B

* 5. During the year 1868 I was boat fishing out of Sourisharbor. The Americans, when they saw"
us catching in the boats, made a practice of coming in among us and attracting away the mackerel, which
they always succeeded in doing. They would thus draw all the fish away from the boats and the shore,
and in some cases it would be a.week or more before we would get a catch worth speaking of. This prac-
tice is very injurious to the boat fishing. Since the year 1870, [ have noticed, while engaged in trading
in fish, that the American vessels have continued this practice. . :

6. There were as many mackerel caught inside the limits since the Reciprocity Treaty has expired,
as before. In fact the expiration of the treaty did not seem to make any difference with regard to ‘the
limits. The cutters did not prevent, to any extent, the Americans from fishing within the limits, as they
would generally keep a good look out for the cutters, and when they saw a cuter in the distance would
stand off - till she had passed and then commence fishing within the limits again. ’ '

7. ‘From my experience and personal knowledge, I would say that the Americans would not come
to the Gulf atall if they could be wholly prevented from fishing within the limits, as fully two-thirds of
all the mackerel taken are caught within from one to three miles off shore. -

Sworn to at- Souris, in Kings County; in Prince Edward Island, this 27th day of June, A. D.

1877, before me. :
, . A MARSHAL PAQUET:
JAMES R. MacLEAN, -
- J P, for Kings County.
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No. 26.

DOMINION OF CANADA,
PROVINCE OF PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

Kixes County, to wit:

I, Peter Deagle, of Rollo Bay, .in Kings County, in Prince Edward Island, make oath and say :—

1. That I was personally engaged in the mackerel fishery from the year 1864 to 1870 in Ameri-
can vessels. I '

2. That I commenced fishing in the American schooner ¢¢ Northern Chief” in 1864, and during
that year we took nine bundred and forty barrels. In 1865 I fished in the ¢ Safronia ” from Gloucester,
and that scason we caught seven hundred barrels.  The next year I was in the <¢ 8. A. Packurst,” and
we caught six hundred barrels. In 1867 I fished in the ¢¢ Northwester” also from Gloucester. This
year was not as good as former ones. Our catch was five hundred and cighty-five barrels.  In 1868, I
made one trip late in the fall of the year. Our catch for that trip was ninety barrels. In 1869 I fished
in the ¢ Pescodore ” and that year we made two trips, catching during the first two hundred and twenty
barrels, and during the last one hundred and seventy barrels, making 390 barrels for that season.

3. That during the six years from 1864 to 1870, my opinion from actual observation is that there
were about four hundred American vessels of an average in the Gulf each year, and that the average
catch per vessel would be about four hundred barrels each season. - .

4. That I have no hesitation in saying from my personal experience during that time that at least
threc-fourths of all the mackerel caught in the Guif by American vessels have been taken within the
three mile limits. : '

" 5. The cutters did not trouble us anything to speak of, and I do not think they interfered with
vessels fishing within the limits to any extent. : .
. 6. At that time there were: large numbers of boats fishing off Rustico and Tignish. * The catches of
these boats would no doubt have been much larger, if the Americans did not visit our coasts and fish
inshore. : - ’

7. Judging from the large proportion of the fish caught by the Americans within the three mile
limits, I am of opinion that they would not come here at all ‘for fishing purposes if they could be wholly
prevented from fishing within the three mile limits. . ‘

Sworn to at Souris, in Kings County, in Prince Edward. Island, this twenty-seventh day-of June,
A. D. 1877, before me. « '
PETER DEAGLE.
JAMES R-MACLEAN, .

J. P for Kings County, Prince Edward Kland.

No. 27.

I, Samuel Prowse, of Murray Harbor, in Kings County, Prince Edward Island, Member of the
local Government, make oath and say: . .

1. That I have been engaged in the fishing business in Murray Harbor for eleven years.

2. That there are about forty boats or more engaged in_ fishing out of Murray Harbor, the values
" of which would run from one hundred and fifty to five hundred dollars each ; there are also six or seven
schooners. These boats take crews of ‘about four men cach, besides the men employed on shore, who
number about thirty men. ° ; : '

8. That there are a large quantity of fish taken by small boats along the shore, of which .we have
not the means of forming a correct estimate. ‘The boats above mentioned, together with what fish are
taken in the immediate vicinity by the small boats along the shore, take over three thousand quintals of
codfish and over four thousand of hake. There cannot be less than seven thousand pounds of sounds
taken from these hake, worth, at a low cstimate, fifty cents a pound. The codfish are worth about three
dollars, and the hake two dollars the quintal. Therc are about four thousand gallons of oil taken fronr
* these fish, worth from forty to forty-five cents a gallon. The fishing-stages here pay little attention to
mackerel fishing, as the cod-fishing off here is the more profitable, and fishermen get the mackerel chicfly
for bait, and they are dependent on the mackerel for their codfish bait. The Americans, by destroying
the mackerel fishing on the shore, injure our cod-fishing. o .

4. ‘I'hat the principal part of the codfish brought into this harbor are caught along the shore,
between Wood Island and Souris. : .
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o.. That it-is:not-an.unusualithing to.see ffom:eighty: to:a hundred sail'of American fishing . vessels
hove to, fishing :mackerel: betweew this- and? Géorgetown; many.of: whom: fisk on: Sunday. as.much as.on
any.other:day. Thenumber, above mentioned:are the.vessels:seen. at:onestime; and by.no-means-include
the whole number of their vessels in the Straits. I could not make: an-estiinate.of: the amount: of._ﬁsh
taken-by:them, but judge:it. must:pay-themawellito:come here-tofish; otherwisc-they would:not continuc
to.come.. '

6.. Thatthe-Americans; interfére: with. our - boat:shake-fishing, as-the - boats. are_dependent on-the
shore mackerel-fishing for bait, and thezAmerfcans: comexin;, throw.large: quantities:of- bait. and:glut the
 fish, so that: they: will not-bite: and:the: heats:cannutr get:thiemr:. Complaints. are also: being: continually
made by: the.fishermen:that:the:garbage:and:offali from:the-fish: ‘thrown: out: by the: Americans. injure the
fishing. Now, also, by the use of set-lines for codfish and seines for mackercl, much larger quantitics -
of fish are.taken by the- Americans. than: formerlyz - o

7. That by having the right to land their fish here and trans-ship them, and:refitting, I believe
the Americans are-enabled to make an additional trip in the season, which they would be unable to do
were they obliged to take the fish home in their own vesscls. They can-also-watch and take advantage
of the fluctuations in the mackerel markets, which are very variable. -

Sworn to at Murray Harbor, in Kings County, Prince Edward Island, this 30th day of July, A. D.
1877, before me.

MALCOM MacFADYEN,
J. P. for Kings County.

SAMUEL PROWSE.

- : No; 28
DOMINION OF CANADA,

PROVINCE OF: PRINCE.EDW.ARD. ISLAND. .

Kixes Counry, to wit : P .

I, Daniel McPhee,.of BigPond,, in: Lot Forty-five;. in. Kings County; in Prince: Edward Island,
fisherman, make: oath.and: say, :— ' C . R

1. That I have personally been engages.imthe mackerel and:codfishing: in. the:Gulf of: Saint Law-
rence. since. the year 1863, . ‘ .

2. That.in the yean 1863.1 commenced.mackerel.fishing: in. tha Americau: vessel ¢ Messina,” and
that.during-that year. we fished.in.the. Bay;Chaleur, and took:home.with ussix hundied barrels of mackerel
during, the fishing-season. of: that.year,; one;third 'of. which qnantity, I: wonld-say, was. cauglit within_three
miles of. the.shore.. . .

. 3. That during that-season,.and up till.abont. the-yean 1870, there.were: ahout: 500 American ves-
sels in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence:engaged-in: the-mackerel: fishery. .. :

4.. That during.the-years.intervening between the: yenrs:1863 and: 1870; my: opinion: is, that the
average catch of mackerel per season would ba 500.barrels:pex: vessel. . .

5. That from my experienge-and. from; my- personak: ohservation;, I wonld say that one: half of the
tﬁml quantity.of mackerel: caught-by: the; Amexiaan: fishing:flees has.begn: cauglit within three-miles of the
shore.. . . : : .

: 6. That during.the years 1867 and. 1868, I wounldisoy-thet.100.of the: American_vessels fishing in
the Gulf of Saint Lawrence toak.out a licensa,: peging: fifty: ovnis:per ton:for-the privilege of: fishing within
the three mile limits: - .

7. " That thase. veszels  that. did: not. take; a: licenss, and: which were-by-far the greater number, if
they were fishing withinr the limits, would: haist: sailvhen- they: saw a- Canadian: cutter coming;.and. go out-
side, wait till. the cutter: had. passedi and, then: go hack. within-the limits and; resf.rﬁe\.'\%hc fishing again.
‘That the cutters did not to. any appracieble extent; preveni the: fishing within the limigd. . . o
. 8.. Our-usual-custom was.ta go.in.clpse:to the shore in:feetz:of 50 to: 60, heave our bait and then
drift off taking the fish withius. If we sasx a:beat from the shore-catching mackerel, we: would: lee-bow
them, that is, we.would go close an. to.her, heave our heit: and draw: off the: mackerel; the: hoat would
then have to wait for-aunother scheal.of. mackerels This wauld: afien: ocenn and-in every case:would spoil
the catch. of the beat. o T . ‘ :

9. - That during the.last two.or three years:the nuncher of American- vessels engnged i the.mackerel
fishery in the Gulf has not been so numerous s in previous years, owing, no doubt, to the- fact that the
mackerel have not during. thase last two,-or three: years: froquented: onr-coasts in: such. numbers. as in
previous years. This year, however, the prospects.ave goad for mackerel fishing. .

10. - That about 200 of the American vessele get their hait on the Novz: Scotian; coast, and in- my
opinion, without the bait obtained there.they eould not carry on. the- fishing.

11. That the Americans.also take large.quantities of herring. from oun coasts, about 10,000 barrels
from the Magdalenc Islands a year, all of which would be caught close:up to the shore.. Tlere are 40
Aumerican vessels engaged at Fortune:Bay, inNesvfoundiand, in, prosecuting the herring fishery, averag-
ing about 500 barrels per season per vessel, all of which are caught close to the:¢hore. * There is also a
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fleet of 20 American vessels that fish at Bay of Islands in the Fall of the year, averaging 700 barrels
per vessel per season, which are all caught well within the three-mile limit. = Then there is also a fleet of
40 American vessels which fish off Grand Manan. They average 350 barrels of herring per vessel,
which are all caught close to the shore. ’ o '
12. That the mackerel on their arrival in the Gulf first strike the Magdalene Islands, then.cross
over to the Lower Canadian shore, Seven Islands and Bay Chaleurs, and then come down along the west
shore, keeping close inshore. 'They then strike across to North Cape, in Prince Edward Island, and
thence hugging the shore closely mnove along towards East Point. ' v
. 13. 'That, in my opinion, if the Americans were prevented altogether from fishing within the three-
mile limit, they would not frequent the Gulf at all on account of the great risk they would run in getting
a fare at all outside that limit. : : ' ‘
Sworn to at Souris, in Kings County, in Prince Edward Island, this twenty-sixth day of June, A.
D. 1877, before me. ' S . : o
DANIEL McPHEE.
JAMES R. McLEAN, B .
‘ ~ . P. for Kings County.

No. 29

I, Malcom McFadyen, of Murray Harbor, South, in Kings County, Prince Edward "Island, mer-
chant and fish dealer, make oath and say :— ' ’

1. That for the last ten years I have been actively connected with the fishing business, and I have
had some experience in it for a long time. One year I was myself fishing on the Labrador coast, and I.
have been nine years buying, curing, and trading in fish at Murray Harbor.

2. That out of this harbor there are about forty boats and six or seven schooners engaged in fish-
ing. ‘The number of boats has increased very much. The boats are now larger than they used to be,
and are decked boats. The cause of the increase is that fishermen have . prospered here during the last
ten years. There is a class of people who go in for fishing and nothing else. They live better than
those who go in for both farming and fishing, but fishing is a help to them all round. - N

3. That these boats carry on an average about four men each as crew s that would be clear of the
men employed on shore, who here are about thirty in number. =~ 7 .Y a

4. That these forty boats catch, in the aggregate, about three thousand quintals of codfish ‘and
four thousand quintals of hake, in the season, on an average. Codfish are worth about three dollars and
hake two dollars a quintal. There are about seven thousand pounds of sounds in these, the price of
which varies from thirty-five cents to one dollar 2 pound. The oil. amounts to about thiree thousand five
hundred gallons, worth, all round, forty cents a gallon. The catch of mackerel here varies from three
to six hundred barrels in the season. The fishermen do not go into mackerel fishing so much. as into
cod fishing. There are also a few herring taken on this shore for bait. - , R K

5. That the codfish are caught along the shore and on the Banks, principally on Fisherman’s Bank.

" They are all caught in the Straits. - The mackerel are caught along shore. . R

6. That of late years I should estimate the number of American vessels fishing in the Straits at
about two hundred sail. They fish their mackerel - principally along the shore, and the codfish on the.
Banks. There are not many of them cod-fishing here, they are mostly mackerel fishermen. Some of'
them make two trips to the Straits, trans-shipping the first trip at the Gut of Canso. I should average
their mackerel catch in the Straits at about three hundred barrels to a vessel. : o

* 7. That the American fishermen do a very great injury. to our boat-fishing. - 'They come up among
our hoats, when the latter are getting mackerel, and throw large quantities of bait and glut the
mackerel, so that the fish step biting and tke boats can get no more of them, This is what is called lec-
bowing. The Americans also cledn their fish on the grounds, and this practice does great harm. - In cod-
cleaning the offal is thrown overboard, and I believe the fish eat the offal and bones, and the water Is
poisoned around.. - At any rate, the fish are driven away from' the ground when the offal is thrown .
~ overboard. I should say the mackerel offal has the same effect, but there is not so much of it. .

'8. That fishermen are all opposed to the coming of the Americans, on account of the harm the

latter do to the fishing. The coming of the Americans is'looked upon as the end of the good boat-fish-
ing for the scason. They also injure the morals of the fishermen, as they have no regard for Sunday or
any other day. They also sometimes come on shore and break and destroy many things about our vil-
_lages and shores. o : : o o L

9. That the lobster fishery is now a'large business here. ~ There are a number of lobster-preserving
factories on this Island now. They are caught along the ‘shore in three or four. fathoms of water, or
about half a milc from the shore. I do not know that there “are any Americans, except one in Souris,
cngaged in this business here at the present time, but there are a good many of them along the Nova
Scotia shore. ‘This fishery everywheré is all carried on and the lobsters caught close to the shore.

10. That a good many of the American cod-fishermen get bait at the Magdalen Islands, and ice at
Cavso. They have not bait on their own shores for this fishery, and are obliged to depend on our shores
for their codfish bait, so that their cod-fishery is dependent on our herring fisheries for its existence.
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They go very extensively into the cod-fishery. They also get our herring, not only for b:ut but also to
ship to Sweden and other parts of Europe. There were a lot of them at the Magdalens this Spring got-
ting herring for that purpose. They take the herring in seines and nets. The hernnv are canght right
on the shore. :

11.  The seining at the Magdalens does a Iot of harm, as there are such numbers of herring killed.
The seines sometimes take up thousands of ‘barrels, and only part of these can be cured. They are
‘killed or smothered in the seines, and the seines are finally tripped and the dead fish thrown away.

12. That at the Labrador I have seen the Americaus seining - for codfish. 'They also trawl for
them very extensively. This is a very destructive way of fishing. In the Spring of the year the trawls
catch up the mother fish before they spawn, and millions of fish are lost in this way. The young cod
taken on the trawls are also thrown away, as being too small for keeping. Numbers of the fish also get
killed on the trawls and get knocked about. These also are thrown away. We receive little or no benc-
fit from these vessels in return for the injury they do us, as they do not trade here except for such things
as they cannot get at home. We don’t collect even anchorage dues from these vessels, although thcy
get the benefit of our harbors and hghts They also get thelr wood and water on our coasts, W1thou§
which they could not fish.

13. "The value of the right of trans-shipment is a great deal to the Americans. It saves them a
‘trip home, which would save them a month- in the best of the fishing. That would represent a save in
wioney of from five to eight hundred dollars a vessel. They can also refit here just as cheap as at home.
It would generally be an. advantage, as enabling them to get their fish into market early, and thus catch
the good ea1ly markets. They trans-ship to a Iarge extent at Canso. Only for this right to trans-ship
the Jast trip to the Gulf would be lost, as they would ‘mot be able to go home and return soon enough to
make it.

o 14, That at thlS factory or stage we put up ‘from one hundred and fifty to two hundred thousand
cans of lobsters in the szason, the net value of whichis about twelve dollars and one-half a hundred.
At retail they are sold for much more than that.

Sworn to.at Murray Harbor, in Kings County, Prince Edward Island, this 30th day of July, A. D.

1877, before me, the erasures and mterhneauons oppos1te my 1mt1als havmv been first made.

MALCOLM MAcI‘ADYEN

SAMUEL PROWSE
4 Justzce of the Peace for. Prmce Edward Island.

No. 30.

I Char]es WV Dunn, of Murray Harbour, in Kmfrs County, Pnnce Edward Island, ﬁaherm'm,
make oath and say :—

. 1+ That I have béen engaged in fishing for about_iwenty-eight yeirs, winter and summer, in both
boats and vessels, having fished in the eod ﬁshmn on the Banks for about severi winters. - I have also
fished mackerel in this Gulf with the Americans from the summer of 1868 till 1871 and also in:the
hahbut fishery on these coasts, '

2. ..That there are all of forty sail of boats enn'aged in fishing off this harbour, nnd there have .
been a number added to them in the last two years, since I h'we been here.  ‘'These boats are decked
boats and carry crews of four and five men each.

3. . That these boats are all engaged in cod and hake fishing, and do not go in for mackerel fishing
except for bait. These fish are all cauoht along the coasts, some on this shore and some on the Nova
Scotia shore.

- 4. That I was down here in the Gulf m'wkerel fishing in the schooner ¢ William T. Merchant,”
of Gloucester, United States, for one whole scason—five months and four days, That wasin 1868. We
took nine hundred barrels of mackerel in her. She was sixty-seven tons burden and carried fifteen hands.

5. That in 1869 I was. in the ¢ Ada L. Harris ” of the same port, fishing for two months, or about
half the mackerel scason, in the Gulf. ~ We took out five hundred barre]s of mackerel. She was regis-
tered at forty-eight tons and carried twelve hands.

6. That in 1870, I was about two months and a half fishing in the Gulf, i in the ¢‘Reunion,” dcmn"
which time we got four’ hundred and thirty barrels of mackerel. . She was seventy-four tons and carried
fifteen hands. '

7. That in 1871 I was in the ¢¢ Ram