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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS, >^

Aiuoiig the (l(jcuuiont8 at the Ministry of Marine in P«ris, catalogued by the
Doiniuion Archivi8t.,i.s.i intiini»iial dated 1686 reli^^iiigto "Boaubassin.or Ciiignuc-

to and Jiaif Vorte." Tlio c Jiitonts are not yivHii\but this early reference to

Baie Vorte, and since Beau bassin ia ojupied with it, i'lferentially tu the route

auroHs tile isthkiiuH aftia'wards so much used for niilitai;; purposes, is worthy uf

note.

In tlie same ollectinn is found a letter dated Quebec, -^2iid September, 16J)2

from d'Iburville, c.i|)tain of L.Poli, who h>d sailed from K(,4.Uelle in April, s:iy-

ii'g that he brought to Baie Vorto provisions for deVillebon, L^^u commanding of-

ficer in Acadia. The latter had been sent out from France in ^^591 as Governor

of Annapolis, then Port Royal, in succession to Menneval, who hl'.d Burrendencl

to Phipps in the jirevious year. At the time d'Iberville wrote frov Quebec, or

shortly boforo,deViUeboii, hiviii;^ retaken the seat of his government from the

chief sergeant (i. e. major) loft there hy Phipps, was engaged in <\>urHtions

against some small forts near Boston. He certainly d les luit appear, by ii^tisdes-

patchef>,to have been at that period in the neighborhood of Bnie Verte; her^.^e al-

though there is no positive statement that the stores left there for his use \i,>fre

transported by land to BeaubasRin, it is possible that they were taken by ti^;t

route to Annapolis. >,

It 'vill be mentioiittd later, that the road from Fort Beauacjour to Fort

( jaspeieau, was constructed in 1754, but it has been suggested by good authority

that the work then done may have consisted in widening and making [)ritctic-

able f.»r vehicles, an existing bridle-path; as it long before had been custoinary

to drive cattle across from the Bay of Fundy for shipment at Bay Verte, and as

it is recorded that about 1746 the Bishop of Quebec made the journey on horse-

back. Colonel Moi Be of the Royal Engineers reported in 1784: "There is a

road from Cuiu'oerland to Baie Verce. still passable, though it has been long

neglected, and in some places broken up, hut in the time of the French uaft mnch

»«si</, ftv.d grain carried to Baie Veite fm xpmtatitn, quantities of which were

Kent to Canada." " '
•

,
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Ni)TES OF FORT MuNCKTON.

Til 1744 tliu unbuccu.sHf(il oxpeditimi sont from Loui.sbiir;; ii<r;kiiist Aiiiiii|)(>li8

laiuleil at T';iie Verto. In May 1 741} (JovLTiwir Shirley called atteiilioii to tlio

iienossity for watcliiii'^ Haie Veito and Cliij^iieoto, repeatiii<4 tlie waruiiig in No-

vemUor i)f that year. Shirley's fore»i«{lit can l)e iecoi;nized, when it in reiiieni-

bared tiiat on the Hlh <if .January, 1747, the i-xpedition so fatal trt Colonel

Nohle's detachment at Alinas. Hut out from lJijaul>assin. In the follow in\f

.lune, one Musen liennett furnislu'd the Kn^rlish (Government with

a list of French ships then at Bale Verte, where «le Rameza} was strongly

posted, with the desij^n, it was supposed, of attacking Annapolis. Notwith-

standing the occasional use <)f IJaie Verte as a naval station and a <lejn>t for

provisions, no regular entrenchments appear to have been made there up to

that time; and in fact the more important settlement of I5eaul)asi;in was theii*

without defensive works, though they were soon to follow.

Considered strategically, the isthmus of Chignecto has been, and ever will

be, of the utmost imi)ortance. The part played in the last century liy the

waters of the Missicjuash, and the Mic-Mac portage, or later by the FreJicli

Road, will, in the warfare of the future, be undertaken by the Ship Railway

and the Cape Tormentine Railway . Traces of that portage were seen near

the liead of the river, many years ago, by Mr. Munro, the veteran Crown

Land Surveyor, and Civil Engineer, who describes it as being aliout ten feet

wide, and hollowed to troiigli shajjc by wear. Doul)tless their first efforts in

the direction of roadmaking, were applied by the Frendi to the improvement

of the two miles of portage, at the beginning (jf which indeed, remains of an

old Acadian settlement mf<y yet be been. VuM transcripts are made of the

f reuch Archives relating tt) Acadia, the earlier hi.story of Ohiunecto cannot

be told, but the glimpse allorded by the precis of then:, furnished by the Do-

partuient of Agriculture, indicates that it is full of incident and interest.

The establishment in 174!>, by Ue La Corne, of the French military posf,

which developed into Fort lij lusujoiir, on the 8out!i side <;f the I-»thmus of

Chignecto, was im nediatjly followed by .ho erecti:)u of Fort Liwrenoe. 2 miles

distant, on the Biitish siile of the Missitiuash. The Acidians apparently were

not actively h'Mtile to the measure, for on Sept. 27th, 175), M. Prevost, Comp-
troller of Louisburg, informed the French Minister of War that the Engli.sh had

disembarked 2.01)0 men at Hoaubis.<in to form a settlement there, and i hat the

Indians desired to disturb then», but th .t the Acadians refused to do so. prefer-

ring to retire to the woods, i»ending the settlement of the b mn lary (question.

In fact it a[)pears they were inclined to preserve peace upon the Isthmus, for in

tlie following N'tvember tlu^y stated to the tJovernor of L >ui.^burg that Fort Law-

rence was of little importance; and the French denpatche^ of .lune 1751 report

their continued resistance to Le Lontre's efforts to transplant them to the Island

of St. .lohn, "becaust! they await a settlement of the boundaries."

_i
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This iljiiiMiistrHtion of tlio Eii^lisli wis le^ardod oth rwise by Lu Lxitre,

wlio, iLC.'g!;iziiig the iimjoitaiice of m liiitniiiiug coimimiinj.ilion hdv juii llio for-

tile Aaiiliaii sottleiiieiita of the liny ot Fiiudy and the fortresses of Quebec and

Lf.iiishiiry, iiiyed the iiistaiit necessi'.y of buildiiii; reyular works at Huausejour

and also ;it (Jasitereau Ilivor in Baie Ve.'te, with storehouses and niai^azines at

the latter place. A letter from him dated IToD states that 40 families were al-

ready settled about (i;(8|)ereau, and that he expected an addition uf GO in the

s[)riM^ from Beaulias.sin.

His representations were evi<lently forcible, for {>reparations were at once

made to found Fort Ueaiisejour, and in the same y<;ar, intelligence was received

at Halifax, that the actual construction of Fort (Jaspereau had been commenced.

Almost simultaneously, news arrived there uf the capture in Haie Verte of tl»e

French 8loo|) L(*au«/i, 70 t»»ns, laden with arms, ammunition and stores fur the

new fort, by Captain Le Cras of the Triitl.

A letter from M. de iSt. Ojrs Doeh lillon, eomuuMidiiv^ the [lo.-its of Acidi.i,

dated Aulac, 8th May, IT*")!, says th.it be hiks midn it his duty to laiild two forts,

«»noatr^oi.J lieausejour, the (»th»!r at liaie Verte. where' he will w.iit for ;i.ll liii

re inforcements. The s.inu letter rufer.s to the shipwreck of an EiiL'lish vessel

near Oiifskitk, the crew of which had been ])rotecteil by the Frt.iicii from Tiidian

«»utrat;e. Another, d ited LouisbiiTi,', 2ittli ,June, states that, it i.s ncoi-ssaiy tli.it

M. de la Clue should ^o to liaie Verte, in order to c invoy thure t!ie ships wliith

should Ljo clionce to Cauad i; presuin ibly with ]trovi8ion; for the <.;arrison of

(.Jiiebec.

P'ort (Jf'Npereau, now Foit Mouektoii, is placed upon a poin* of land o)dy a

fev\ feet abovu tide, at tlTe miuth of the u ni)ere.iu, two miles fri.n the vdlaijo

of Baie Verte. It oriijiiially was ^,^ paliside<l earthwork, 180 feet scpiare, sur-

rounded by a ditch 7 or 8 feet deej), and flanked by blockhouses at the angles.

The fort mounted ei^ht f^uns, and contained besides storehouses, barracks for

200 men. The buildin'j;s have disa|)peared. but traces of thiir foundations may
! e discerned. The ditch and parapet, although in immin Mit dauLter of beinj^

destroyed by the sta, are yet in toleral)le ])re8ervation. Only a few B'reiich

soldiers were usually stationed there, (heaofud '^arris tn in em ryjuey bjin-jf the

inliaVjitants of the villau;e and the neighborhood, wh i, regularly drilled and arm-

ed as a militia force, were under orders to muster at the fort upon a given signal.

In Noveml)er, 1751, it was reported at L tuisburg that all wa.s cpiiet at Forts

Deausejour and (Jasperoau; but in December the garrison <if Fort Lawrence

complaiiietl thai tie French commander had excited the hostile spirit of the In-

dians. In the following November, the Krench garrisons of the Isthmus had

been le-inforeed hy a c mipany from L misburg. In Mty. 175 5, Antony Castile,

the Htile survivor of a [tarty of white men attackeil at Jeddore by the Indians

was brought l»y them a prisoner t(» Fort (iaspereau, and detained for a month

until ransomed.
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In tlio spriii!,' of 1754 the fort was stveiij^theiied ii.nl a road 15 iiiik's in

length made to Heaust'joiu-. Sonic of tlie piles then driven to c;irry ii plunk

roadway iicross tlie marsh to IJaie Veite, are still bouikI beneath the surface.

So busily occuitied wrere the French ind Indians in tiiis undertakini?, that the

English garrison of Fort Lawrence enjoytd comparative peace during its progress

Early m 1755. Shirley, (Jovernor of New England, raised a regiment of two

l)attalions, each 1000 strong, for the reduction of Beausejour and (faspereau.

The command of the exjiedition was given to Colonel Kid)ert Monckton, who

afterwards distinguished hiniself by cai)turinsf the Island ()f Martinque at lh»

head of eleven battalions from Now York. Shirley's men were «i\listed for a

term not excoeding one yjar, receiving ton pounds bounty, and pay at the rate

of regular soldiers. The first and second battalions were commanded respect-

ively by Lieut. Cols. VVinslow and Scott. Winslow's list of ofhcers is here append-

ed. The whole were embarked in the following transports, and the expedition,

under convoy of throe ships of the Royal Navy, loft Boston on 2i{rd May, 1766.

OFFICEKS OF GOVERNOR SHIRLEY'S REGIMENT.
ib'lKST BATTAI.ION (Cohmel Winslow's,)

Field Ollicers. Captttin. Lieutenants

His Ex. the (Jov..John Malcolm
.1. V\'inslow,I.,-C'l John Wiuslow
.led. Preble, M'jr. Major Preble
lienj. (ioldlh-

wait. Major
M'jr. Goldthwait
Nathan Adams
Humpy, llobbs
Tho8. Lobb
Phineas Usgood
Wm Lamsoii
Thos Speakman
.loa. Stertervant

John Ibonias
Israel Herrkk
Kbeu. Marrow
Jonas I'itch

Ihos. Lawrence
Jos. Wilson,
Charles Bucklejy
Miles Witworin
Job Winalow
Sam'l lient.

Lieutenants.

John Butler
(Jam'l. Bradford
Josh. Vaughan
Thos. Lane,
Wm. Pealiody
Jol). Crooker
Jona. Carver
Tinio. \\ heeler
Timo. Northam

Tapley
Moaes Curtis.

Lnsigns.

Jona. Brewer
Jotham Uay
Paul Pritchard
Nat.h. Ban-Bll
James Par
Benj. I'asaett
Thos. Cobl), Jr
J ere Bancroft
John Grant
Josiah Willis
Epb. Holmes.

STAFF OFFICERS: John Philips, Chaplain; Milee Witworth, Surgeon; John
Thomas, do mate; Bridge Quarter-Master ; Sand. Canixeda, Adjutant.

OFFICKKS OF SKCOXD JIATTALION (Colonel Scotls).

Field Officers. Captains.

Geo. Scott, L-Col Col. Scott
Jos. Frye, Major Major Frye
J ere Bourn, M'jr Major Bourn

Phin. Stephens
iWm. Briiitnall

Nathl. Perry
lEnoch Bayley
I- Willard

Lieuts. Lieuts. Ensigns.

John Indicott
— Campbell
- Alexander

!- Dixaon
Jacob Mar( h
jKobert !• letcher

-

- llaskal

Thos. Hildreth
David (iorhain
— Jude

Asa Foster
- Lawrence
Oliver >iO}ce
- Cone 1—
Henry Y. Brown|

'I'rumball jDavid Day
Willaid i- Willard

Ephriam Jones iWm. Prescot Josiah Winslow — Armstrong
Sand. Cilbert. — Fuller. 'Timo. Brow n IJoshua Lock

STAFF OFFICEliS: Philip Godfrey, Cast Surgeon; Jacob March and (Ujrneliu-?

Nye, Surgeon's Mates; Philip Godfrey. Cast Quarter master; John Bovven, Adjutaut.
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6 NnTh'S OF FORT M(>NVKT()N.

of w«r. It may bo hero Ruiil tliiit ho fell info «r'«jjrrtco on this nrcount, but was

BubH««iuently rostorod to favour, Iuiviul; buoii clcarud of the accusations liiailo

Hgiiinst him Willi roferonce to Bt'iiusojour, the (» tveriior of Louisburif repres-

oiitod to the Minister on Nov. lOth, followini^ that ho had heard nothing lyiii-ist

M. D. Vergor, who "niido a stout rosislanco coiiHidoring tlio circuniHtinco.i buth

as regarding the fort and the niiniher (»f the garrison." Four years later thin

officer was wounded and taken prisoner at Quebec, when coniniandiiig the guard

on the heights e.scaladed by Wolfe.

Having arranged by letter for the surrender of Gaspcroau, on June 18tli,

Mo'ickton directtd Col,)iieI Winslow commanding the 1st battalion ot (iovernor

bhirley's regiment, ^o jtarade 600 men in marching order at 10, a ni.. with the

folhtwiiig instructions. It will be obiervol lint Be lusojour hid already received

its present name:

Fort Cc.mbehla.vu, .Jlnb 18. 1765.

SiK,— I have o.xchan.;ed tern>.s of capitulation with rhe otticers <if the fori at

fJ'.jpereau, which are the same as granted to Mr. Vergor and his fort. You will

therefore. Sir, march with the party ordered, taking with tlieuj what j)rovisions

they have, a"id in case you should want more, 1 will either send it to you from
hero, or you may supply you r.self from what you find at Gaspereau: they are to

have carts supplied them to transport their baggage. For which purpose I en-

ch)3e ycm an order to the inhabitants, likewise some proclamations which you
will give them. You will, as soon after your ariival as you can, send me an ac-

count of the conditions of the fort and of the King's migazine, and whether there

are any stores in it, remaining there till further orders. I am Sir, your m<-st

obedient humble .servant. Robekt Monckton.
To Cohmel Winslow, C<imm}«nding in Caui]).

(P. S.) T send Mr. (xotldart [the engineer]with you, case hesliould be want-

ed, and must desire that you take particular care that your men don't plunder.

Colonel Winslow's diary tells the stctry of his march:

•'18th June 1765. Pursuant to the aforegoing orders, drew up detachment
of 500 men ordered, and march oti" from the parade at ^'leven o'clock, having

with nie,Major Frye, Captains Adams, Os<iood, Perry,and Gdbert,Mr. Goddard,
Engineer, Dr. Whitworth, and divers subalterns, with French pilots. Sto[»|)ed

at two V>y the side of a brook, refreshed ounselves and .set forward. Came to

the Misaquach River at about three miles off the Bay of Verb, where the French
had a tine bridge across, but n >\v dem disho.l, which retarded us .some till we
could lay a new one, which we acconiplisheil and niarclied on. All the way a

good cait road, tho' wet; the land for the most part very good till we came near

the Bay, where it grew wor.so. Pa.ssed through the village at Bay Vert, arriv-

ed at the fort about sunset, imniedi itely entend and took [)o8se88ion. M Ville-

ray, commands, with about thirty regulars and some artiticers and marched out.

The latter part of the day proved rainy."

On tho 19th when reporti'ig to Monckton, he described the fort as being

180 feet square, having four bad blockhouses, a ditch partly du'.;, and an inferior

palisade, but no ranij)art or glacis. He found a large storehouse in bad condi-
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tioii. with no floor, uiitl tlio otlier huiMiiigs uiiteiiaiiliiblo. "No wnter buc whfit

w;is ill tiil).s sot ill tliu groiuiil." Ho coiioluded Ijy rfcoiumoiuliiig that tlio fort

ttlioulii 1)0 (li8iiiiiiitlcil.

Tlio foliowiiig warlike atoros and pfovibiouH woro found there :

4



A'or/iW o/-' Fnirr m<>N('kt(>s'.

h;iltH(l tit II l)ir<j;u l>rid({u,rt.>fruHlio(l ournulvcH iit n FriMicli lioiiite iienr tliu rivui,,iK>ii

iiiHichuil to n vill.iyti lit the Hiiy of Vuit. KifieMliud ihhmuIvwh hI one iJhco

iVIorol's ImusH, who is oiu! <>f the prinoipul iiili ihituitn of tliu vi[|;i;j;i'. 'I'lii.-i Wiis

iihojt II o'clock, 11. 111. TliDii we pin.i ovt-r ii c.iiiHuwiiy ono and h hiilf miles in

liMiutli, coiiiu to the Fort ((iLsiioiciiii. It i.s Hitii.itud on h point of hiiid wiiicli

runs down tlic Buy. It in iiuitr 10 Imtgiio.i from tlui Irtliuid of .St. John. \iy I'.iu

Fiuiicli Hccoiiut this oliopof thi! B ly iihoiind.i with chims, oystors, lobsttMs, eels,

niiickeiol, etc, niid in Home seiisoiis of the year with all sorts of siii fowl, ^I't-so

liriint, swans, in very ^'reat plenty, the tiiiilier oil the land chiefiy Hr. Captain
Cobl) 'It present commands tliis Fort with Captain .loiios and IHO men. it is

)>uiltwith pickets, 4 V>lockhoiif«is, on»' in each corjier of the fort, the whole
Uroninl that it contain.s is 11)0 ffet sijnare, store house and barracks for '20U men.

'

"JJLh.Iiiiy. Pleasant day. Alioiit 8 o'clock a. m., I aniputated a ley t<v

one William Tlpiiis bi'lon;rintj; to Captain Cobb's company, his native pliicu w :>h

liriiiitriiy. After the opi-ration was over all the gentlemen a><d party that cmte
with me returned to the camp. I remained :it rlie fort in ordei to take caic of

the man who had his liiiili amputated. Capt C )bl> and i went to the villa;{v-

aboiit 7 of the clock in the evening to see a Fruiiohwoinaii, sick. Roturneil to

the Fort at 9 o'clock."

"lOth Il.iiny. Wind N. E I woiibto the villiiire '^^iiin p. in., to visit

some Freimh that were sick
"

"2r>tli I halgod at F 'it Lawrence. Lieutenant Wilaoii [lie lies buried in

tim fort] came from (i.ispeieaii, brings an account that one of (.'apt. Cobb's men
was killed passitii; from the fort (MoMoklon) to the village ui his horse. \'>>t\\

he ami his horse were killed, liis iia lu was Whitcom!), h.j came from Ilnnl-

wick. Colonel M mckton ordered IVIajor Bourne out with 200 men lo (Jaspereaii

to eiiipiire into the aflair.

"

"27th Pleasant day. Mr. Philips iiroached all day. Maji:r B.niriie re-

turned to camp, and siipposrs the iiiaii aforeuieutioned whs killed by the Iinliaiis

fioiii the Island of St John."

In the small biiryinj ground of Fort Monckton, «heie from the eiicroich-

nieiit < f sea, bleached human bones are exposed to view, may be seen the grave

of the ntHii Dr. Thomas mentiona. The stone bears tiie iDseriptioti; "James
Whitcond., killed by the Indians 24 July, 1755."

"15tli .\U'4. Captain .loiies came in from (iaspereau. Brings us an account
fl>Ht •"Miie of the party which marched from us tiCobigate and Ilamshak had ar-

rived to Claspereau with two vtssela w hich they had taken from the French in a
harbor as tlu>y were bound for Louisbifg with cattle and stieep."

"3id Sept. Major Frye returned with hi.^ party and brought us the account
of \\\n defeat (at Petitcoliac by Boishebert), and the wounded, among whom was
LieiiteUMiii Hillings, badly wounded through in the arm and Ik dj , A pfniy
likewise from the l>ay of Vert under the coinniand of Captain dilbert, who had
been and eonsumeil that village, and the houses adjacent

"

"27tli Sept. TJiis moriiiiii,' 200 men marched for (Jaaperiau under the
oomnMiid of Major Frye. Doctor Tyler went with them."

"6th Oct. Captain .Jones came here [Fort Cumberland]t'rom (Jaspereaii with
40 men."

Here follow some interesting notes of military operation in the neighbor

hood of Sackville, but no further reference to Fort CJaspereau appe.ars in Dr.
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ThomHB' dinry; Hiid it is prdbablo thiit Miijor Frye who nnrchml on Sept. 27th

with 20U iiiun to Fort Moncktim, remained tliere in command until ihu follow

-

in'4 Hprini.'. Colonel VVinalow hnd iilrendy left (m Auj,? Kith for MinaH, and Dr.

Thomaa proceeded to Halifax on Dec; Jst. In Auj^UHt (Jovernor Lawrence had

written to Colonel Monckton, tixin<4 theHtreiiKth of the garrisons for ) he coming

winter as follows:

For Fort Cumberland 500 men.
F»>r Fort Lawrence 100"
For Fort (iaspereau 200"

The ^arriHon for Gaspereau corresponds to the party marched oui ^>y Major

Ktye, who apparently remained on the Isthmus, for in 17fi0 ho was i»: onunand

<>l Fort Cumberland, as ap|)ear8 in the report of the Dominion Arclnv.st, [List

.>f ilocuments at the Ministry of Marino in Paris]. "Feb. Htl 17<>0, Articl"..

of submission made ind entered into by M. itlenack, priest, Fr» icolj Ar-

senau, Abraham Du(.' ^'ichael Bour}» and Paul Le lilai.c, for thoin.-'ves and

on behalf of the French residents >f Miraniichi, Ri'^hiboucco, B »ukiop, Mem-

eramkouk, ami , etkoutiak, to Joseph Frye, Esijuire, Colonel comnia»»f'iinj; tha

English wjirrison at Fort Cumberland." In April 17r»<) tha Governor of Louis-

bur)^' reported to the French Minister of War that Forts Bennoejour and Gas-

pereau had been closely beset by the Indians during the winter.

Another tombstone in the burying jjround records that Sergeant Mackay
and eight men were killed and scalped by the Indians in 1756, while brimong

firewood into the fort. In the same year a lieutenants' party of 30 men was

surprised and several lives were lost. It is not clear whether b<»th the accounts

point to the same disaster or to diti'erent incidents. Two places are shown as

scenes of ambuscade; (me at Indian Point on the shore of the bay, the other on

the road to Pr>rt Elgin at a short distance from the fort. Near the first, a stone

arrowhead has been |tickea up, while other Indian weapons have been found in

the neighborhood. That constant ))etty warfare was carried on against the

garrison is certain, in fact the service of fatigue parties became at length so dan-

gerous, that on Sept. 15 175(5 the governor in Council determined to abandon the

smaller forts, Lawrence and Monckton, and to strengthen Fort Cumberland by
their garrisons, assigning for reastm that the French and Indians I rking in the

woods never failed to tire upon small j)arties. Murdoch says: "On the 26th

Aprcl 1756, Lieutenant Bowen was out fiom this fort with a party of 30 men, in
order to get wood. They were attacked by a body of Indians, who killed and
8cal])ed nine of the men and wounded another."

In that year Boishebert, whose force in 1757 was one hundred Acadiansand
250 Indians, made a descent upon Baie Verte, kil'ing seven Englishmen, and
taking one prisoner, besides burning a vessel of 200 tons upon the stocks, and
a schooner lying at anchor. Whether this occurred before or after the garrison
WHS withdrawn does not appear.
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Although Governor Shirley's regiment was raised fur one year's service

only,and that the particular expedition upon which it embarked, it has been seen

that Major Frye of the second battalion remained, to become governor of Fort

Cumberland in 1760. It is probtble that others remained with him attracted by

the fertility of the soil and the prospect of obtaining grants of land. A single

instance is known.

There came to Newburyport in 1764 from Plymouth in Devonshire, three

biothers named Goodwin. One of them Daniel Goodwin, attached as scout to

Capt Adams' company of Rangers, of VVinslows' battalion, remained behind also

as one of the garrison of Fort Cumberland, where afterwards most of his child-

ren were bom.
This progenitor of the numerous race of the name residing in the vicinity

of Bale Verte, is traditionally said to have b«en the tirst Englishman to cross 'the

Isthmus from Fort Lawrence to that place, hence it is supposed that he was the
bearer of Monckton's letter summoning Villeray to surrender

That the quality of the land about Chignecto was observed and appreciated
by the members of the expedition, is evident from the diaries of Winslow and
Dr. Thomas. It is not therefore unlikely when the immigration to Nova Scotia

from New England took place in 1763. that some of Shirley's regiment may
have returned to settle in the neighborhood of the forts they had assisted to

capture.

Inscriptions at Fort Monkcton. (June 1, '91
I

JAMES WHITCOMB,
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The following paper was read before

the Chignecto Historical Society on 9th

July 1892, tit the celebration on the

Dix<»n homestead of the 120th anniver-

sary of the landing of Chailes Dixon at

Sackvill ', by his grandsc n, Jauies D.

Dixon, Esq.:

To the rid^^e of land upon which we
stand beliinga perhaps as ninoh <if his-

toric inti-rest as any si»()C in Sackville.
Upon it once stood a row of tenements
erected a)id inhabited by tlie Acailian
French. As the French gained access by
water conveyance to the country lliread-

iiu^ the various rivers and~ stre.uns in

b<Mts ai d small ves.sels, ind as at this

poii.t tiie ui)laud extends no the river
which, with a single exce|){ion it does
not do u[Min tli« whole luiigth ot Mie
Tiiiitraniar, thus atiurding exceptional
facilitiis for landing, I deini it ipoie
th.in probable they tiist landed and com-
menced their occupation of Sackville at
this point. The marsh land to the Eibt-
ward now ':.tlled the Dixon Island marsh,
to the e-.fent of 200 acres and upwards
w"- .eclainied, occu[)ied and cultivnted
by them from which they derived their
l)rinci pal means of support. Traces of
these tenements were distinctly visible
60 years a^o. Frequently in my youth-
ful days I have ploughed over their
foundations and turned up (juantities of
the marsh mud cjf which with a few
sticks, tlieir chimneys were constructed.
There was also to be seen a hollow or
de|)reSiion of the surface indicating the
existence of a cellar. In 1705 thisloc^l-
ity was granted by the Nova Scotia
Government to one Daniel Hawkins
and was by him occupied and improved
until the year 1772 Hawkins was one
of the New England immigrants who
were induced to come here by Governor
Lawrence of Novh Scotia

One hundred and twenty years have
passed ainced Charles Dixon, one of tho
nrst of the Yorkshire immigrants, who

were induced (o come to Nova Scotia by
the intluence of Lieutenant Governor
Frankhn, arrived and settled upon this
farm, with his family consisting ')f his
wife and four children. We are met to
day to celebrate events of historic in-

terest and importance, rather than for
the purpose of gh)rifying individuals,yet
it may be well th it we should not over-.
look or under estimate the difficulties to
be sunn 'Ulitud and the piivatioiis en-
dured by these Eiiijlish immigrants, in
bidding adieu to (dd England and en-
ciunteriiiga rough and tedious paissaye
from Liverpool to Halifax of nearly
seven weeks duration and from thence
t o Fort Cuuibirland in which nearly
tliree more weeks were 8|)ent. Mr'.
Dixtui found a refuge for his family in
the Foit for a coujde of weeks, and em-
ployed his time in exploring and visiting
the neighbojing loolities and '•

\ the pur-
chase oF-the property u|)on which we are
assembled of Daniel Hawkins, to which
he removed his family an the8ih of .June
1H72. The proj)erry consisted of 2,600
acrts in all, about 2()0 of which was in
this innnediate locality and 18«) acies of
which was mar.sh, neaiiy all of which
was dyked and 35 acres of im|iroved uii-»

land. The! e was also included a farm
'of 200 aore.s and upwards on the lower

I

Mill creek or Frosty Hollow, so calle(l,

|20 acresof whch wtio clennd and up-
wards of seventy acr.. s was dyked marsh.

I The balance of liis purch.i.se consisted of
,
2000 acres of wilderness land nearly 700

I

of which lay on the lower Fairheld road

I

to the south-west. For this property he
paid the .sum of 2(50 pounds sterling He
also purchased the Flock upon the farm

' which consisted of 13 cows. (> oxen and
,

25 young cattle, six horses, 30 sheep, 13

I

hogs and 2 goats. A house and barn
and some out houses stood ujion the
property very near where the house of
the late Captain Towse now stands.
Thire was also h house and barn on the
farm at Frosty Hollow and about 20 head
of stock which was undei rental to one
Daniel Dickinson. To this land where
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we are assembled he gave the name of

Patiujalsle. Mr. Dixsun himself wa3
not -i fai mer iiiid had never follow ed that

occupation. The spring he arrived here
was late, cold ai:d diacourayihi^. He
saya h>* found almost the whole popular

tioii, whi; had come here from New
B]iigland some seven years previously

umch discontented and de>irou8 of s. 11-

ing their '.mds and letiirnin;^ to New
England. He strove to ascertain the

cause of such universal discontent aiid

soon arrived at the- conclusion if was due
to indolence aiid iyuorance. Accustonu'd

as he had heen to untice the agriculture

al operations of Yorkslriv, jierhaps at

that time the most advanced, of any pun
of Engljind or even of Europe, the n w-

er and cruder opei.ttions which here

met his obr-eivution could noi but suf-

fer by jomparis(Ui. It is but reasonable

to suppose l:he New E'l^landers with

tlieir seven yjars experience with the

soil and cliuiate of this country, should

have actjuired a more correct general

know leilije of the country and its caj a-

bilities than a stranirer, who had no
practical knowledge of agricultural pur»

suits could he capable of forming with

(Uiiy a couple of weeks observation.

Here, howver he applied himself (lili-

j;ently to the cultivHtiou and improve-

ment of his estate in which he was assist-

ed the first y( ar by Thomas Anderson
who with his youthful bride were his fel-

low passeu[;e;8 from Enylind. If is

said of Mis. Anderson that upon their

arrival at Halifax, she was so Inunesick

she earnestly desired to return to Eiij;-

land in the same ship. A vtar la;( r Mr.
Dixon writes a pnper rcconling the cir-^

cumstaiices of his early life, his occipa-

tion, his reliu'ious views, his nuirriai.'e,

the reasons inducing hiui to leave Eul'-'

land and his coming to America and his

settlement here concluding with the

words f(»llowing '"and now let us adore

that Providence that h;is brought us

through many dai'<.'ers froinour Father's

house and given us a It in a strange

land and an inheritance which we never

deserved nor exjiected." Between 1772

and 1777 a considerable number of other

families from YorKshire came out and
settled in Sackville and adjoining locali-

ties, some of whom were encouraged to

do so by Mr. Dixtn while some were

aided and assisted by him in procuring

suitable locations for settlement. The
loyalty of these English immigrants was
jilmost immeaiately put to a severe test

by circumstances connected with the vevx

olutionary war, and the fact that so large

a proportion ot the New England settl-

ers here, actually .sympathized with the
revolted Cohmies. But to the h<mor of

the Yorkshire settlers be it said, they were
almost a unit in adhering to the cause
of Cireat Britain, though for a time they

suU'ered the indignity of having their

houses robbed and pillaged, and them-
selves forbidden to stii olf their prem<«

ists.

To i man like Charles Dixon th's was
a terrible humiliation. His loyalty to the

crown and government of England wsg

intense; he could njt conceive of any*
th'iig so foolish iiiid wicked as rebellion

against such a governiui i.t and such a

King as G'orge the third and his feeN

iiigs cowards such persons and tlieir

sympathizers were ^uch that he did not

wish his family to associate or inter-

marry with them in after life. Of the

Yorkshire immigiants, it can safely i)e

said they wei e h lu .-t, moral, induss

trious, and loyal citizens, very plain

spoken, when they said yea or nay,

whatever that implied could be relied

upim. If they differed, as tlicy Rome»

times did, they expressed llun. selves

ui)on the points at issue WMth admirable

ilii'L-ctness and without prevarication.

Thty did much to improve the C(mditioii

of the country both morally and physic

cally I rejoice to be permuted to par-*

ticipate in any demonstration to honor

their memory, and to declare my convic-

li<m that none of their descendants have

any cause to be ashamed of their ances-

try.

The Drst grant of the parish <f Sack,

ville comprised 35,250 acres all to New
England people and was issued ni 17C5.

A later irruit must have been issued si on

after, as an assessment of t!ie land own-

ers of Sackville w.is made in 1777 by

James Law and Charles Dixon in which

the quantity assessed is over 90.000

acres and in which there are many
nauies of New England people.

The largest land holder in Sackville

at that date was Samuel Rodgers, one of

the most active participators in the

Eddy war. so called, to whose name
stands 4,746 acres. I recollect this old
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man who died at a great age in 1831 or

thereabouts, having been for several

years previously a town charge. The
next largest proprietor of land were Ester-

brooks and Mason, 3,344 acres. Next
comes .John Barnes 2,750 -icres and next

comes Charles Dix(m with 2,610 acres.

Elijah Ayei- 2,090 acres and Edward
liarron 2,000 acres, Benjamin Emnier-

son 2,000, Robert Scott 2,000 and others

with a leas (juantiiy. Of the 120 per-

s(»ns who wer« proprietors of land at

that time there are not more than 25

surnamt'S to be found on our assessment

roll of the present year, corresponding

to those in the list above men"
tioned. Thus we see that the names
of nearly all the landed proprif'tors of

1777 have removed from the country or

became extinct.

Mr. Dixon as a Justice f)f the Peace,

to which ottice he was appointed soon

after he came to the country, was antli-

orized to perform the marriage service.

A larye lumber or hfenses are yet to be

found among his papers. A few may be

mentioned as follows, viz: -David Whea
ton and Mary Barker in 1793; John
Harper and Mary Thornton in 1791;

John Dobrif^n and Mary Fawcettin 1794;
William L» Avenee and Sa!iy Kinir in

1795; Michael Graceand Ruth Com forth

in 1792; Thomas Easterbrooks and Ruth
Smith in 1793; James Hicks and Sirah
Easterbrooks in T785; John NVrv and
Phoebe Maxwell in 1780. Bedfor(i Boul~
tenhouse and Charlottj Harper in 1794;
Timothv Lockhart and Elizabeth Teed
in 1793.

THE OLDFST DESCENDENT

of Charles Dixon now livinj? is Mr. Nel-

s )n Bulmer in his ''Gth year. Mr.
Buhner's father (Jeorire Buhner yuir-

chased his property of Nichohis Cooke,
a son of or.e of the oriyinal grantees of

Sackville in the ynar 1785 and immedi"
ately settled thereon. The adjoining
property to the northeast was owned by
William Maxwell and was transferred to

his son-ill law, ,Tohn Wry, next to W^ry
Thomas P.owser settled, and next to

him Robert Atkinson, who purchased
his property from his father-in-law,

Amasa Killam. These four lots com-
prised all the land between the Upper
and Lower Fairfield roads with the ex-
ception of a half lot which wa^ purchase
ed by John Richardson. This block (jf

land now constitutes a very valuable
and populous part of Sackville, em-
bracing the Mount Allison institutions,

the English, Methodist and Baptist
churches, hotels and private residences,

stores and public buildings including
the post office "that is to be." The
Dixor estate also contains a fair porpor-
tion of the natural growth and increase
of the population and buildings of Sack-
ville. The oldest surviving descendant
of Charles Dixon bearing the name of
Dixon is William C. Dixon, of Maid-
stone, Essex Co., Ontario, who though
in his 79th year is here present. There
are fourteen of the grandchildren of

Charles Dixon still living, eight bearing
the name of Dixon, and two the name
of Buhner and four females bearing the
names of O'Hara, Wightnian, Simons
and Smith. The descendants, over 2000
in number are widely scattered and are
to be found in Australia, California,

South Sea Islands, Japan, England, in

many of the States of the Union and in

nearly all of the provinces of Canada.
.At the conclusion of his interesting

paper Mr. Dixon read a letter from his

cousins Charles and Edward Dixon and
their sisters Kuth, Martha and Mary of

Pay.son, Utah, expressing regret at

their inability to be prosmt at the cele-

bration and also extending to their reU
atives in the east an invitation to visit

them should the occasion ofler.

Shortlj' before the gathering broke up
Mr. Wm. C. Dixon of Ontario, read an
'-.musinir poem appropriate to the occasion

in which was set forth many historical

and personal episodes of the ea»'Iy set-

tlers. Amonu the historic relics ex-

hibited were a spider used for heating
flat irtma etc., a walnut tea tray, a

clod: of very early make, an account
book keot by Mr. Dixon the first entry

in which bears date of 17fiO.




