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HOWEVER deriroiis Cat-dirial FleUri fnigKt*

be to maintain peace, and even difpbfcd as he

Was to purchafe it at the exptnce df Fi-ance, b^-J

caufe he knew well how to make thft money returii

again in greater plenty, through th nfeful cniploy-

ments of that peace j and becaiife ho was ffcnfible

that war, by obftrufting the channels through which
^ this return was to be made> abforbed an'irtfinitely

greater proportion of property j yet he could not

prevent one War, in which he found himfelf ehgaged

notwithftanding all his efforts. The death of Fre-

deric Auguftus, King of Poland, and EleAor of

Saxony, revived the hopes of Stafiiflaus, the King's

fathef-ih-law, whofc interefts the young Monarch
could not abandon. He declared to all the foreign

Ambafladors who were at his Court, that he would

not fufFer any Power to oppofe the freedom of elec-

VoL, IL ]3 " tioh

.••I
\^ m.
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1 7 March,
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THE PRIVATE LIFE
tion of a new King of Poland ; that is to fay, that he

would prevent the election of any one except Stanif-

laus. In fadV, the influence of France was foon con-

Ipicuous in the Diet. They nriade an a6k of general

7 May. confederacy, by which it was decreed, that none but

Piafts, or Polifli Noblemen, born of Catholic fathers

and mothers, could pretend to the crown j ahd

that no one, except the Primate, Ihould proclaim

the King, under pain of being declared an enemy to

his country. The Diet alfo fixed the election for the

a5th of Auguft*, in order to give Staniflaus time to

come into Poland. He had fct out with all poflible

expedition ; but, in order to deceive his enemies, it

was given out, that the future Monarch was on

board a fquadron, deftined for the Baltic. The
farce was carried fo far, as to embark a French No-
bleman, fupplied wit4i every requifite to give him a

more cMaft refemblance to the King. The Emperor

Charles VI. was entirely averfe to this choice. He
had called Ru0ia to his aflldance; and thefe two

l^owers favoured the fon of the late King, in con-

tempt of the refolution of the Diet, which admitted

,
none but natives to be candidates. Already were

^o,bbo Mufcovites arrived, under the command of

General Lafci, to compel the fufFrages. Nor«<rith-

itanding their menaces, Staniflaus, attended by one

fingle confidential man f, after having penetrated

1 into Poland, under favour of a difguife, by a diffe-

rent road from that which it was fuppofed he would

have taken. Was unanimouOy elected; except that

'"' there was one fingle Grandee who refuied him hi^

vote i he quitted the Kflembly, and retired to fome dif-
Sy

»i^i».

fi-*', :j;<. JiT*i
• It was aftcwarda pat off t» tBc l»th of SepteoAen^^^

^

t M* 4e Soligaac,

tahcc



; OF LEWIS XV.

tahcc from the place of eleflion, with the troops he

had brought with him. This incident would not

have been attended witli any fatal confequenccs td

Staniflaus, had he put himfclf at the head of the

Plofpolite, as he was urged to do, arid had he

marched directly up to the traitor, whom hfe would

have cut to pieces. But, v/hether it were that he

would not mark his accefiion to the throne by the

cffufion of tlie blood of his fubjefts j whether it were

from indolence, or contempt for the Rebels, whofe

numbers did not appear formidable to him*> he re-

mained perfcdly quiets and allowed the oppofitc

party all the time to ftrengthen thcmfelves with the

affiftance of the Ruffians, whofe menaces foon had

their efftd. They arrived at Warfaw, and the

Diet was difperfed^ upon which this King of a day

retired to Dantzic, with part of thofe ^ho were at-

tachtd to' him. The General of the enemy, being

mafter of ih<6 country, convoked an affembty ac

Prague, where tht Elcdtor of Saxbny Was cho'fen

King, Under the title of Auguftus II. *:";;^-- •^•v;

r While the new Monarch was Ordering his coro-

nation at Cracow, General Lafci advanced towards

Dantzic, Whefe part of the Polifh nobility attendant

iipon Staniflaus had taken refUge. He arfivcd there

6n the ad of March, fummoned the inhabitants to

fubmit to Augufl-us,- endeavoured to iritinrfidate them

with the apprehenfion of the mofl: vigorous hoftili-

.ties^andi upon their .^efufal, commenced a block«de,'
' '/ ' ^^ -^..,. j^,.-.s,ip.,, . -Jii if^iwl. ^r.f;;

*

• We read, in the life of Stanldau^ by M. AuKert, th« fol-

lowing beautiful fentiment : " that he would neither fnftire

his crown at che expence of the lives 6f his ful^eds, nor ex-

pofe himfelf to mark his acceiTioa to the throne by the effufion of

their blood."
> * ' * f"-"*^ T^tf

(Ul



THE PRIVATE LIFE!

and opened the trenches ; but the number of the bc-

fiegers not being fufHcient, on account of the extent

of the city, and the valour and rcfolution of the

bcHeged, Count Munich brought up a confiderable

number of troops, took upon himfclf the command
of the Mufcovite army, and feized upon the fort of

Weichfelmunde, and fcveral other works, the pof-

feflion of which prevented the French, who were

brought by the King's fquadron, from entering the

city*

Cardinal Fleuri, being under the ncccflity of com-

plying with the wifhcs of Lewis XV. and of fupport-

ing the honour of the nation, thought he fhould

have got rid of the matter by fcattering money with

profbfion among the Diet; he would have been ap-

prehenfive of raifing an alarm among the Northern

Powers, had he fent a numerous army capable of

fuppdrting the eleftion of Staniflaus. He was par-

ticularly defiroui of keeping upon good terms with

England, which would not quietly have beheld mari-

time preparations of too formidable a nature : he

therefore contented himfelf with the equipping of a

trifling fquadron, conveying only 1500 men, com-^

manded by a Brigadier*. He intended to have

fent more fecretly, and by degrees, as they might

have been wanted ; and> by this falfe and pufillani*

mous manoeuvre, to the difgrace of France, rendered,

the whole expedition abortive. _..,;] ^;^ „; K.,|rt^Ti%

The firft party of the fuccours fent to Staoiflausi,

had reached Denmark without any accident. The
tJfiHcer who commanded it, having Reconnoitred,. a&^

he pafled along, the fituatipn of pantzic, and of ,th^

*—
• •M.dcUMotte,

.. -J:;-?'^1i^l^i#l

. /.
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army of the befiegers, had thought it would be mad*

nefs to attempt a landing with his fmall party.

Count Pleloj AmbaHador from France to Copen-*

hagen^ beheld this retreat with indignation, and con-

fidered it as difgraceful : he was young, lively, and

cnterprifing ; and, availing himfelf of the powers

vefled in him, he refolvcd, contrary to the advice of

the Commandant, who would have waited for the

reft ofthe reinforcement, to march up to the befieged

city, with the refolution of throwing himfelf into ir> •

or of perilhing : this may readily be coUedted fron^

the following fentence in bis letter to Count Maurepas,

which is recorded by Voltaire : / am certain that I

Jhall not return j and therefore recommend my wife and

children to you. When he came within view of the

befiegers lines, guided by the impetuofity of hiszeal,

he attcrhpted, with a handful of men, whom he in-r

fpired with the fame enthufiafm of glory, to force a

paffage through them, but in vain. He loft many
of his men in this a6tion, and was himfelf killed, ex-,

pofing his life like a common foldier. The General

was reproached with having had too much deference

for the Ambaffador, who was better calculated for the

profefllon in which he loft his life, than for the char?

rafter he was jnvefted with, If the former did not

difplay fo much bravery, he conduced himfelf ac

leaft with Hngular prudence, a quality no lefs

eiTential in his fituation ; he put a ftop to the confe*

quences of this rafli aft, the ill fuccefs of which he

had forefeen. He made his retreat with a great deal

^ fkill, and got back in good order to Copenhagen,

ythtxt he yr^sjoined by the fecond divifion of liis de-

jfachment. It was then refolved to make a morQ

JM4i(iou^ attemj^t, and to obtain a palTage rather hf

' ' ^3 totageav

V



THE PRIVATE LIFE
ftratagem than by force. In vain'were all forts of

artifices employed, and the troops were updn the

point of retreating ftiamefully, without having done

any thing, when an officer about twenty years of age

offered, and ftaketl his life upon the bufincfs, to in-

trodiici? part of the troops into the city, by conveying

thenri in the night-time in boat§ along the river ; he

executed bis projedb, notwithftanding the fire of the

bcfiegers, tp whom the noife of the oars gave fome

fufpicion. This fmall reinforcement reanimated

fhe befiegpcj, and, in expectation of having more

qonfiderable fuccours, they defended thcmfelves with

vigour J but the afliftance failing^ they were at laft

obliged to fubmit. Staniflaus himfelf, perceiving,

by the fituation tp which Dantzic was reduced, that

he (bpuld fpori be obliged to open his gates t6" the

enemy, thought proper to prevent th^ fatfc that was

prepared for him. He knew that a price was fet

upon his head, and therefore ftole out of the city by

night, two days before the capitulation, cpndufted by

a trufty guide, perfectly well acquainted with the

country. After many circuitous marches, difguifes,

fatigues, and dangers, of which the King gives ^n

affedting dcfcription in hi^s letter to the Queen of

France, he arrived at Konigfbcrg, in the King of

Pruflia's donrjinions, ^here he was treated with all

the honours due to his rank. He refided there fbme

time, after which }ic retMrned into prance.

Thi^s was Staniflaus driven a fecond time IffoM the

throne of Poland, and perhaps, tl^is was 4 fo^tiiriate

?ircqnn(lance fof hini. This Prince, of a difp6tition

entirely mild, and little of a warrior. Was not' very

fuitable to a people always pceferving traces cjf'Aeir

firft origin .from the Sarmatiansj a p0opl^,^aftiv€;

<Ar-^i :

hi
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>> O F LEWIS XV.

and turbulent, breathing nothing but independence

and arms, and whofe natural reftleflnefs was ftill in-

creafed by their neighbours jealous of the li-

berty they enjoyed, while they thcmfclves were

writhing under the yoke of d.efpitifm, He wou]4

probably have accelerated only the revolution, and

the difmembering of Poland, which we have feen

effedbed thirty years after this, undet PoniatowiHij. a

private Gentleman of Poland, raifcd to the (hrone as

he was j like him, destitute of authority wi(hin,, of

fupport from without ; like him, magnanimous^

humane, beneficent, and popular, delighting in litera-

ture and the arts ; but wanting that character of

energy, intrepidity, and even ferocity* which is done
capable of keeping a number of tumultuous hords in

awe, and of crufhing their infurrcfbions. It is Well

known that Auguftus was not of a more warlike turn

than his competitor j neither was he pofleffed of more

firmnefs and confidence ; but he was fon to the late

King, he was already matter ofa powerful and neigh-

bouring State, he was a member of the empire* ne-^.

phew to Charles VI. and in iUiance with Ruflla.

PrUflla had not yet acquired that weight, which a

great Monarch has lince given to it. Thcfc circum-

ftances muft neceffarily have rendered his eie^ioiv

more durable and firm, which, indeed^ was the event..

The C2;arina*s vanity waa intereftcd, to fupport in the

fon the work of Peter the Great in favour of the

fathers, and the Emperor enjoyed the fatisfac^ion

of avenging himfelf upon France by this humilia-

tion, which, however, was but a poor indemnity for

9II the pofTeflloos th^ kingdom Itiad; taken fron%

him.

p Having loft the favourable op'portunity, the hope

Hi reftoring $caniflaus to the throne of Poland was

B 4 ^ givca



THE PRIVATE LIFE
given up. But the glory of Lewis XV. would not

allow him to fufFerthis infult upon his father-in-law

to pafe with * impunity ; and the Cardinal, notwith"

landing his pacific turn, was coprapelled into a ferious

•quarrel, becaufe he had not exerted himfelf with fufr

ficient vigour in the firft inftance. To prevent this

quarrel frdhi becoming general, he had prcvioufly

fecured England and Holland in his intereft. M. de

Chavigni, the French Mihiftcr at London, had prc-

fented a memorial to the Britifli Court, of the com-

^aints the King had againfl: the Emperon They
turned upon the convention that Prince had entered

into with the Czarina, to prevent the eleftion and

coronation ofKing StaniHaus, and upon the outrages

committed by thofe two Powers againft a free nationr

Thefe complaints were thought to be legitimate mor
tives for war : the fame opinion was entertained of

them at the Hague, where a treaty of neutrality for

the Low Countries was figned, on the 4th of Decemr
ber, 1733. The republic of Venice afked and ob-

tained the fame furety in Italy. The Cardinal was
the more pleafed with having convinced the other

States of the King's moderation, and of his being

far from having any ambitious views that might alarm

thcm^ as he had been obliged to have recourfe to 4
difagreeable, though i^eceflary a£t of violence. He
would certainly have avoided it, if it had been poffible

to forget a city fo near to France as Nanci, ^nd to

run the rifque of the enemy's fei?ing upon it.; „ Far
decency's fake, the Dutchef^ of Lorraine wa$ prg-

vioufly acquainted with what was going to happen.
Count Belleifie had been qhargqd with this coji^t -^

miflion, and he entered her capital on the 13th .fjf

pdober, with a bqdy of troops.' Hciwas notto.in- '



ivO F LEWIS XV. :

croach upon her authority, nor to meddle with her

revenues, and her confent had been obtained ; but

we may imagine what fort of confent this was. It

is upon fuch occaifiops, particularly, that the philo-

fophef acki>Owledges, wijch horror, that there is no

right upon earth, except that of the ftrongeft. After

thcfe preliniinary fteps, the moft advantageous plan

of operations wa§ fettled. Nothing cOuld be done

with the Mufcovites, on account o( their diftance j fo

that the whole weight of the war fell upon the Em-
peror : Spain was engaged in the contefl: j an alliance

was formed, to which Sardinia acceded, and the

jEmperor was attacked at once both on the Rhine

and in Italy. The King toojc upor^ himfelf the fole

management of the war in Germany, and engaged

^Ifo to aflift the King of Sardinia in Lombardy,

while the army of his Catholic Majefty was to under-

take the conqueft of the two Sicijies. Marfhal Berr

wick had advanced with his troopS to the borders of

the Rhine, which he crofled, laid fiege to the for-

trefs of Kell, and took it. The Count de Charolois

and the Pfince of Conti ferved under him, as weU
as the Prince of Pombes, the Count d'Eu, and the

Count de Clermont. The latter had obtained a

brief from the Pope, which permitted him to bear

arms, and keep hijs preferment in the church. Count

Saxe was learning the rudiments of his art there, in

Quality of Major General. After a number of (kil-

ful marches, which deceived Prince Eugene, the

Emperor's moft able General, Philipfburg, the bul-

wark and the-key, of Germany, was invefted. This

ftrong place did not make fo good a defence as

fnight have been expected. Notwithftanding the

pbftacle^ from the fqil, and from a continual rain,

o*^-^^

.

-^ the
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the works were carried on with vigour. The fol*

dicrs, animated by the prcfence of the General, and

by the example of fo marty illuftrious combatants,

waded through the water, up to thiir middle, to the

attacks, with an ardour and a bravery worthy of the

highcft encomiums. Berwick having made himfelf

mafter of moftof the outworks, was preparing to give

the affault to the body of the place, when he . was

killed, in the midft of his children, and fome Gene-

ral officers, by a cannon-(hot, while he was examining

above the reverfe of the trenches, the efFed of the

batteries which he had ordered. Thus this ex-

perienced, vigilant, and ftrid Marflial, who, to com-

plete his eulogium, was a man of uncommon pro-

bity, petifhed in the bed of honour, like Turennei

the viftim of his own bravery and adtivity. His lofs

affli^ed, but did not difcourage the troops. The
command devolved on the Marquis d'Asfeld, the

oldeft I^ieutenant General : though much inferior in

capacity, he reaped all the advantage of the ikilful

difpoiitions made by the deceafed hero, and, with his

collegue, the Duke de Noailles, received all the

honour of this fiege. At length, after fix week^

open trenches, infinite labours, unforefeen, and ex-

traordinary obftacles, fuch as continual rains, over-

flowing of the Rhine, inundation of the works, and

the prefence of the Imperial army always in readinefs

to attack the intrenchments, the city capitulated on

the i8th of July.

The Marquis d'Asfeld, and the Duke of Noailles,^

now created Marshals of France, were left to com-^^

mand the army j but being jealous of each other,^

they a6ted no more in concert, and did nothing the

r^ft of the campaign^ nor the follQwing, Thefe
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who have fcrved undct* thfem, defcribc the firft as a

rnan grown old in the profefllon of arms, and who,

being the architeft of his own fortune, had rifen to

the command of the corps of engineer^, though he

was not perfeftly vcrfed in their fcience; he was

irrefolute, having no fettled plan, affcing only accord-

ing to occurrences, and not knowing fufficicntly

how to avail himfelf of the advantages he might de-

rive from his own pofition, or that of the enemy.

The fecond they reprefent as a man of great wit, and

having a very extenfive knowledge of all branches

of his art j but upon the whole, no very great war-

rior, being timid, and for that reafon ndt much
cfteemed by the troops j befides, he was fhort-

fighted i a defed very dangerous in a General. He
was, moreover, felf-conceited, extremely hafty, and

obftinate, a fubtlc, and fortunate courtier.

>
' In the third campaign, in order to prevent the

ill efFeft3 of the mifunderftanding between the two

Commanders, which were perceived, though too

late, the Marihal de Noailles was fent into Italy,

inftead of Marihal Colony, who went into Germany.

Notwithftaiiding this wife precaution, and thehar-

Itiony that ftibfiflcd between the new General and

Marfhal d'Asfeld, Prince Eugene contrived by his

fkill to ftop the progreft of the French arms. All

that thefe competitors were able to do againft this

old warrior, was by (killful marches, and coun-

ter-marches, of which Count Belleille was one of

the principal contrivers, to preferve the conquefts

already made, and to poft themfelves always fo

JidVaritageoufty, or to iiitrench themfelves fo ftrong-

fy, that they could not be forced to fight. But in

•JJfhe defperate ftate the affairs of the Emperor were

jn^ by the confideraWc lofles he experienced in his

' 1 — '
, other

IS
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of his art, which he had never gone through, though

he had entered early into the fcrvice. At that

period, his fortune was extremely moderate, and by

another Iccrct, which was then peculiar to him,

though it has fince been difcovered by many of

his fucccflbrs, he contrived to amafs immcnfe riches

in that profeflion, in which others ruined them-

felves. It was to him that a vidualler, who was

threatened to be hanged, faid ; Tou donU bang a man

who has one hundred thou/and livres * at the fervice of

the General, And accordingly the viftuallcr was

pardoned.

The King of Sardinia feemed to regret VillarJ,

but in the niain he was not forry to get rid of a

man who was inceffantly ftunning him with talking

of his own capacity, and who, by oppoHng every

thing he wilhed, thwarted his operations, the more

cfFedually, as the French troops conftituted the

greateil number and the principal force of the

combined army.

The Marquis de Coigny and Count Broglio, the

two oldeft Lieutenant Generals under Villars, di-

vided the comnund between them, and were foon

created Marlhals of France. They were both live-

ly, eager of fame, and rather lax in their difcipline,

which conciliated to them the afFedion of the

foldiery j they were very fit for a coup de main, ex-

cellent Commanders en fecond, or at the head of a

fmall corps, but incapable of comprehending the

immenfe detail of a whole army : as for the reft,

they were good patriots, and afted in concert for

the benefit of the common caufe. This was feen

n

, /

^,*,ppward*offbur thoufand pound*. ^,,,^;y:^. {::^Ms^

at
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at the battle of Parma> m which the Jnipcrialiftsi

commanded by Count Merc/j having attacked the

Allied army, were worded. The fucceisi which

was for a long time uncertain> the ardour of the

enemy's troops, which had already thrown the

French, whofe valour began to be tired out, into

confulioni gave occafton to their General to flatter

himielf with a complete victory, when he was kill-

ed. Whatever precautions were taken to conceal

his death from his people, it foon got wind. Seized

Ivkh confternationi they no longer purfued their at-

tack with the fame vigour. This moment of re-

laxatibn^ or rather the ipreading of the fame in-

formation, gave frelh courage to the combined

army; they returned with fury upon their con-

querorsj who being difcouraged in their turn^.op^

pofed only a feeble reiiftance, and aft. length fled;

They loft 8,000 men, and the field of battle. The
Maribal de Coigny fent immediately his fbn> the

Marquis of Coigny, to announce this vi6bory to

the King. The capture of Modena by the Marquis

de Maillebois, was the confequence of it., The
Prince of Wurtemberg, who had taken upoh himfelf

the command of the Imperialifls, not daring to fup-

port this city, had, retired ; but, as a man of fkill,

he availed himfelf of a fault committed by Marfha!

Broglioj and foon gained a trifling advantage, which

was in fa^ more flattering to his vanity than really

of confequence to his cauie. The armies had

changed their pofition, and having each of thctti

drawn nearer to Guaftallai a detachment of ten

thoufand Imperialifts advanced upon the Secchia;

The French General was folicited to flrengthen a

poit within fight of the enemy, which he infilled

v^y.. T^as

/
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COtt-

was guarded from infult by the very nature and dif-

poficion of the ground. He obftinately rejeded

the advice that was given him ; and went to flcep

with as much iecurity as if he had been in his

hotel at Paris. Scarce had he been afleep two

hoursi when he was fuddcnly awakened by a great '3A"2iift.

noife of arms, and by the cries of the combatants.

He rofe in ha(l:e, and, putting on his cloaths in or« *

dcir to repair to the fpot where: the danger was pref-

fing, he had not time to do it; the attack had

been fo unexpedted, and fo well concerted, that, af^

tei" having forced a feeble detachment of fifty men
who guarded the ford, the enemy crofled the river,

went through his encampment, and penetrated as

far as his tent. Brqglio, in his (hirt, and with his

breeches in his hahd, found himfelf happy to efcape,

and to' abandon «very thing, Thisi little difgrace,

the neccflary confequence of his prefumption and im-

prudence, gave rife for a few days to fome jokes

among the foldiers. But as his bravery was not

called in qncftion, his reputation did not fufer
*

from it.' 'V^H iii...#ii3i.iisv!ruvi iJtf^-f.flfto ^

^'^ The battle of Guaftalla was the feonfequence of 19 stpt.

this check, which the Marfhal was impusient to

repair. The Imperialifts, after hav^ing fuftained the

ftght with uncommon valour durihg eight houns;

tfvere beaten, and obliged to retire precipitately On
the Other fide of the Po, leaving their <teadj their

Wounded,' and the field of battle. This viftory

cOtt the conquerors very dear, bccaufe the two

armies having attacked each other by diftinft pla-

tooiis, which irtceflantly fucceeded each other, there,

were as many fights as there were corps that went

'tijP to the charge. Count Konigfegg, the En.>peror's
.

new
t:-J»w
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new Genera], notwithflanding his defeat, acquire(i

much honour in this a£tion. By his well^fupporC'

cd defence, he reduced his enemies, who were them-

felves very roughly handled, and oppreflfed with fa-

tigue, to fuch a ftate, that they did not dare to

purfue hinh, and were obliged to allow him to re-

treat unmolefted. The army of the Allies loft

1,200 men, with feveral officers of diftinftion, par-

ticularly the Marquis de Peze^ Colonel of the

King's regiment, and Major General, whofe merit

and military talents encouraged the higheft expec-

tations, and had already conciliated to him tho

\ efteem and friendfhip of his mafter.

It was at this adtion that another Officer of note *,

1 leaiding his troop to the charge, had the misfortune

to fall> and to be, for a confiderable time, crufhed

iinder the feet of the men and horfes that went over

him. He was at length taken up, in a deplorable

condition -, which accident^ hoWeter, by another fe-

i-ies of miraclesj was hot attended with any bad con**

^. fequence. He was one of th^ h^ndfomeft men that

^* could be feen, but charged with being as fond of his

. ,; . perfon as a woman : this circumftanee gave occafion

to think, that, being in pain for his beauty, he had

let himfelf fall voluntarily and dexteroufly luto a

ditch, preferring the almoft inevitable danger of be-*

ing killed, or taken prifoner, to that of having hit

perfon disfigured.

How great foever were the difaftefs of the Em*
' peror in Lombardy, his affairs were ftill worfe in the

* The Duke de la Tremoille, Colonel of the regiment of

Cbampaint, This anecdote, which is found among The Antcdotts

ofPerfiat has been confirmed to us by too many of the milifai^ ^*

faien, prefent at the a^oo^ Co be oaitted. • ,
'^

kingdom^r
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kingdom of Naples. The Infant Don Carlos, with

the Spanifh army, had entered the country without «9^'*''«'»i

tneeting with any refiftance. He penetrated as far

as the capital, which opened it's gates to him. He
obliged the Magiftrates of the city to fwear alle-

giance to the King his father, who foon transferred

his rights to him. The young Prince then made his 30 Mif.;

entrance, and received, in his own name; the homage

of all the Orders of the State.

The Imperialifts, to the niimber of nine or ten

thoufand men, commanded by General Vifconti, had

intrenched themfelves at Bitontb, in la Pcuille i the

Spaniarcjs forced them in their intrenchmfents, and

put it out of their power, either to make head

againft them, or to ftdp their conquefts. The Duke
of Montemart, their General, acquired from hence

the glorious furname of Bitonto.

The kingdom of Naples being entirely fubdued,

Don Carlos proceeded into Sicily : the inhabitants,

preferring the Spariifll government to that of the >^

Gernians, declared themfelves for him, and favoured "
"''

his enterprize. In lefs than a year, he made himfelf

mafter of the whole country, fo as to be enabled to

detach a part of his army, to join the allies in Lom^
bardy. Lewis XV". then confidered him as already

fo firmly feated on the throne, that he acknowledged

him as Sovereign of the two Sicilies, ferit the Mar-
quis de Puiflieu:t Arribaflador to this new King, and

, received tlid Prince de la Torella Cai'iccioli in the a July,

fame quality frorri him. —

^

*'^^*

Thus it was that the Elmperor loft two kihgdonl^,

\vith a great part of Italy, for having procured orie '

to the Elector of Saxony. He ran the rifque of

iofing more, had he not haliened to conclude peace.

V6LIL g , The
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The Englifli and the Dutch had already commum-
catcd in form at London, and at the Hague, to the

Minifters of the belligerent Powers, a plan of general

pacification, but it had not been approved ofj it fcrved,

however, as the bafis of the fuccecding negotiations.

Charles VI. only defirous of accelerating a bufincfs

which he had fo nnuch at heart, and knowing by ex-

perience the flow proceedings of a Congrcfs, pro-

pofed to Lewis XV. to fend him M. Du Theil, Firft

Clerk in the department for foreign affairs. He waa

fenfiblc of the necefTity of making fomc facrifice,

that the plan of the maritime Powers might be

received, which France thought too partial, and

which fhe rejefted, becaufe there wis no indemnity

propofed for Staniflaus. He contrived the means of

.
prevailing upon the Sovereign of thd dutchies of

, Lorraine and Bar, to give them up in exchange for

. the eventual fucceflion of the grand dutchy of Tuf-

cany. Every obftaele was then reitioved, and the

J baober, preliminaries of peace were figned at Vienna.

»735' By thefc preliminaries, the father-in-law of

Lewis XV. renounced the kingdom which he had

J

already twice pofiefled. He preferved only the ap-
" pellation of King of Poland, with all the honours

and titles annexed to his rank. As a valuable in-

. .demnity, he received the States ftipulated above, of

which he was put into immediate pofleffion, in con-

(ideration of fome ready money, and a penfion of

four millions five hundred thoufand livres *, granted

. to the Duke Francis, till Tufcany fhould fall in to

; jiim. It was France thait incurred thefe expences,
' which were charged upon the reverfion of the

^ * Oac bundred and eighty.ftren tkonfand five handred pounds.

. *
.

•*•
f dutcbics

• i
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dutchics uf Bar and Lorraine to the Crown. Upon
thefe condition^, r.ie Elc^lor of Saxony remained in

poneflion of the throne of his competitor, and of the

grand vJutchy of Lithuania, and the allies acknow-

ledged his cli^^ion. Don Carlos prefcrved the king-

doms of Naples and Sicily, and the King of Sar-

dinia a part of Lombardy. All th<i other poflTeflloni

belonging to the Emperor in Italy, were reftored to

him, as well as the conqiicfts made by the arms of

France, in Germany. The dutchics of Parma and

Placentia were moreover ceded to him.

,,f^ What an extraordinary revolution was lierc effefled

in the politics of Europe, by this war, fliort, but iiti-

portanc in it's confequences ! AccuHomed as this

part of the world was, to behold the giving away

and the exchange of kingdoms^ yet this revolution

could not fail of exciting aftonifhment. The two

Sicilies, which had been taken and rc-taktn fo many
times before J which Had been continually an objeft

of the pretfcnfions of the Houfc of Auftfia, during

more thari two centuries j were acquired for ever by

a Prince of the Houfe of Bourbon. The reigning

Houfe of the Princes of Lorraine was transferred to

that fame Tiifcany, which had already been granted

by the Emperor to Don Carlos j the laft Sovereign

. of which, who was ftill alive,- did not acknowledge

his State to be ai fief of the Ertipire ; and who, be-

ing near his end,' aifked if there were not a defigri

of giving him 9, third heir, and what other child

the E^iipire and France would beget for him. A
. King of Poland went into Lorraine j and an Elector

of Saxony, illegally chofen, placed Upon his head the

crown of that Monarch, which was guarartteed to*

Kim fey the fon-in-law of the dethrgncd King. In a

^rJ:»7«a Ca ^;-:
5

.^ ^-t^-\; word,

ll>
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word, the dutchies of Parma and Placentia, which,

by right of blood j belonged to Don Carlos, fon of

Philip V, and of a Princefs of Parma—which had al-

ways been claimed by the Holy See *, and for which

the laft Duke had paid homage to the Pope—were

ceded tx> Charles VI. as his right ; and he kept the

Milanefe, notwithftanding the general law of the

fiefs of the Empire, which ordains, that the Chief^

Who is Lord Paramount, Ihould always beftow the

inveftiture of them j without which precaution, the

Emperors might, in procefs of timcj fwallow up all

the States dependent upon their fupremacy. M. de

Voltaire obferves, that Trajan's medal might have

been renewed upon this occafion : Regna ajffignata.

Kingdoms given away. ,7lj}t>-(0

. But although thefe preliminaries Repaired the

greateft breach made in the crown of Spain, by the

war for the fucceffion, and by the peace of Utrecht,

yet that Court was ftill diflatisfiedj it was with re-

gret that Spain faw herfelf deprived of the dutchies

of Parma and Placentia, and of Tufcany, which fhe

hoped to preferve. The King of Sardinia had

reckoned' upon a more extenfive aggrandizement,

and complained that his zeal and his fervices Were fo

ill repaid j but thefe two Powers alone were unable

to fupport the war againft the Emperor, and were

therefore obliged to fubmit. The Duke of Lor-

raine, on the contrary, acquiefced with joy in an ex-

y'r^ai. ?''^'!-^if4--^ '*ii iXi it-^ i>bi 0,J .Wifei'^iii-nti}

On the ift of April 1713, the Pope had delivered into the

hands of the magiftrate of Cambray, through the miniftry of the

Abbe Rota, Auditor of his Nuncio in France, aproteft againft all

that might be enafled at the Congrefs appointed in that city, to

the prejudice of the rights of the Holy See, refpe£ting the even*

tual inveftiture of the dutchies of Parraa and Placentia, granted

to the Infant Don Cajlos.
,

change^'
J', h* n*5?d b

' \
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change, which infured his marriage with the Arch-

dutchefs, the Emperor's eldeft daughter, and with her

the beft fuccefllon in Europe, and the moft extenfive

claims. |ui.-aii jjis ,i...: . .^

^lij Such wai the end of a war, from which the Em-
peror, reduced to the greatefl extremities, extricat:i

himfelf with as much dexterity as poflible, at the exr

pence of others—that is, of his future fon-in-Iaw,

and the Grand Duke of Tufcany—for the perfonal

facrifices he made, could not, in fact, be deemed fo,

fince he ceded only thofe States, of which the fate of

arms had already deprived him. Thefe ceflions were

moreover balanced by others, granted tp. him by the

treaty, which gave him a firmer title than his pre-

tended rights, that he could not have maintained,

without trufting them again to the cafual decifion of

arms, Befides, he received a complete indemnity,

by one article, upon a matter which he h^vd moft ac-

hcart. ..lu, ' 5-5
1

;

This Prince was fifty-one years old, and of a de-r

licate conftitutionj the only children he had were

daughters, and the advanced age of the Emprefs

fcarce allowed him to expefl; an increafe of family.

Since the year 17 13, he had been endeavouring to,

procure the guarantee of the indivifible pofTeffion of

his hereditary dominions to his eldeft daughter, Ma-
ria-Thcrefa : he hoped by this to enable his future

fon- in-law to fucceed him in the Empire ; and he

flattered himfelf, that this fon-in-law, more fortunate

than he had been, might bring him a grandfon, in

whom his family, almoft.extin(5t, might revive, and

upon whofe head would be tranfmitted the Imperial

Crown, fo long annexed to his Houfe. This confi-

^cr^tioo had been of no inconfiderable weight in his

i^ t h ^ 3 projea;

H
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j)rojeft of placing the Elcftor pf Saxony, who ha4"

married one of his nieces, upon the throne o( Poland i

who, in return for this ^ffiftance, had figned the fa-

mous aft of fuccefilon, i^titled The Carolina Prag^

matic SanSiion. This was guaranteed by England,

Holland, Ruflia, Denmark, and the States of the

Empire ; he made it one of the preliminary articles

pf the peace of 1735, when France acceded to it

—

a laft political ftrol^e, upon which he congratulated

himfelf, as rendering his arrangements certain and

inconteftlble in future. We fhall fee hereafter, that

he was millaking. Prince Eugene had feen better

into matters, when he had told him, a little before

his death, that he ought to have two hundred thoufand

troops, and no guarantee, i? fi » / »-i/

The natural enemies of France, whofe aftive jea-

Ipufy had been reftrained by the idea of the pacific

jind unambitious views of the King, even in carrying

pn the war, repented of their tranquillity. They faw

the empire of France increafed with two magnificent

dutchies, by the union of Lorraine with that king-

dom-r-an union fo often attempted in vain, and now
irrecoverably completed in tjiis conteft, which arofe

meerly from vanity, and a point of honour. Being

convinced that Lewis XV. might attack the Em-
peror, without endangering the liberties of Europe^

they had calmly beheld the rapid fuccefs of his arms
j

they had flattered themfelves, as Italy was the prin-

cipal feat of the war, th^t it would not laft long, and

,
/ that it could not but contribute, in the end, to

Weaken the power of France. They were undoubtedly

deceived j but their fpeculations were founded on con-i

tihued experience. It is the only Tramontane war
which has terminated with folid advantages to France,,

i 1
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fincc the time of Charlemagne. Many caufcs con-

currcd to produce this effeft ;—The French were in

alliance with the guardian of the Alps, who is be-

come the moft powerful Prince in thofe regions^

They were afllfled with the bed troop? of Spain

:

while their enemy's forces, oji the contrary, were

compoled of German foldiers,, unufed to the climate.

The armies were always plentifully fupplied,^ and the

moft perfeft harmony fubfifted between the Com-
manders. In a word, the war was fliort, and did not

allow the French time to become enervated, with the

luxuries of Capua.

The Cardina., befides, when ht acquiefced in

the wiflies of his Royal Pupil, had in fa£t en-

tertained no idea of any territorial acquifitions fromt

this war ; he had been led into it meerly for the

glory of France, the humiliation of it*s enemies,

and the advantage of it*s allies : he was guided by

events ; the Emperor, in fome fort, made advances,

to him ; for he was even fo moderate in his pre-

$enfions, that at firft he had afked nothing but the

reverfion of the dutchy of Bar. ItAvas the Mini-

fler for foreign affairs who urged him on, and in-

fpired hin.i with that energy which he would not

otherwife have had^

The Dutch and the Englifh reproached Sir Ro-
bert Walpole with having abandoned, upon this.

Qccarion,i the Houfe of Auftria, the only Power upon

the continent that was able to balance the influence

of the Houfe of Bourbon. He defended himfelf by-

producing the fecrpt convention, the Cardinal had

entered into, to keep the French navy in a low

.Hate, and to leave to the Englifh the empire of

^^. |hc fqa, atftd of com^nprce j an empire with which.

H
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the Miniftcr would always be able to contain

France, and tQ fmftratc her projefts of aggrandize-

,- The preliminaries of peace of the 3d of October

1735, were therefore confirmed, without oppofition,

jpto a definitive treaty, which was figned at Vienna

by the Marquis of Mirepoix» Ambaffador and Ple-

nipotentiary from France, with the Minifters of the

Emperor, on the xgth of November 1738; and this

year is confidered as one of the moft glorious cpochas

of the reign of Lewis XV.
He concluded an honourable peace with his ene-

rny, which incteafed his empire, and gave fome

dominions to his relations and allies. A generous

mediator in favour of a reconciled enemy, he la-

boured with zeal to deliver him from a cruel and

unfortunate war with the Turks, through the Mi-

niftry of the Marquis de Ville-neuve, at the Port,

and he fucceeded *. He renewed an anti^nt al- *

JO Nov- liance with an amicable Po\yer, that of Swe-

*Z38- den J which engaged, on condition of a fubfidy of

90,000 livres -f, to conclude no treaty with any

Power for ten years, without the confent of the

King : a political ilroke, neceflary to fecure a vigi-

lant Argus in the North, ready to give the alarm

upon the firit difturbance. Protedor, of two Re-

publics which he is fond of, he extinguilhed for

f 8 May. ^^-et fomc inteftine commotions always reviving,

and received the thanks of their deputies. At
Genoa, he had endeavoured to fubdue, as much

HMay. by the voice of reafon and of juftice, as by force

• This peace was concluded in 1739, in reality, at the inftigar

tion of the French Ambaflador at Conftantinople.

> f Three thonfand feven hundred and fifty pounds. ^"^
.

^*'
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of arms, fome fubjedls faid to be rebellious J, the

Corficans J of whom a certain Baron de NcuhofF, a

German adventurer, who was a man of fagacity,

ambitious, and enterprizing, had caufed himielf

to be declared King, by the title of Theodore I ||,

He had had fufEcient dexterity to engage a com-

pany of merchants in Holland to furnifh him with

fuccours of ammunition and money, and to fupport

him in his fovereignty j but at his return, he found

himfclf deprived of his crown, and concluded with

wandering about in different countries, was thrown

into prifon, and died miferable.

Though engaged with fuch a variety of external

objefts, the Cardinal did not negleft the care of

making the people happy. By a little finefle he

had fecured to himfelf the power of prolonging the

tax of the tenth as long as he pleafed, by infcrting

in the declaration which eftablilhed this tax, that

it would not ceafe 'till after the declaration of

peace. He made no exceflive abufe of this power $

and if he did not remove it as foon as the pre-

liminaries were figned, he at leaft put a ftop to it

before the deftined period, and abolilhed it by a

decree of Council two years and a half earlier.

What a contraft to the condudb of his fucccffors !

Several ufeful laws, ifiued in different branches of

admipiflration, even in the time of the war or the

negotiations, prove how much he was attentive to

everything. _^-r ^.r .^.i .^
. ; . . ^ :%5

4' To retrench the luxury of the officers, he iflflied

an order from his Majefly, regulating the baggage

they were to have at the army ; a necefTary precau-

l This was the idea that' had been given pf them to France.

We ftiall fee herieafter whethtr it was juftt

See his life. •

^'*^*^* *

'

tion

a;

1 Januarj.

>737«

IS Feb*

>734-



«4>

\'h

i% May
»733«

3 Nov.

»734'

11 30 Jan.

3 Feb.

THE PRIVATE LIFE
tion to facilitate the motion of troops, to diminifl^

the general confumption, and to prevent the ruin-

ous expcnces of the military men. This order, be-

ing renewed in our days by the Count de Saint

Germain, ihews how little the execution of th^fe

prudent arrangements had been attended to. :--

By another order, the drefs, armour, and equip>-

mcnt of the cavalry, as well as the fize of the

horfes, was regulated. The officers were enjoined to

wear the cuirafs, and the troopers the breaft-plate.

By a thit;d ordinance, it was enaded, that all

the Englifh, Irifh, and Scotch, refiding in France,

without employment, ihould cnlift in fome of his

Majefty's Irifh regiments, excepting thofe who yi^ere

under eighteen, or above fifty years of age.

In 1736, the Cardinal caufed a declaration from

the King to be regiftcred, for the eftablifhment of

a court to try civil caufes in the Parliament of

Paris, for the purpofe of expediting the bufinef^

of the law. This court was to open on Candlemas

^y, and to clofe at the end of July. Lewis XIV.

had eftablifhed a fimilar one in 1669, and we have

fecn another created Hncc, in 1775. It is an extraor-

dinary affiftance granted to pleaders, after great dif-

turbances, when the interruption of the courfc of

juftice has fuffered affairs to accumulate.

Soon after this, a law was ifTued from the throne,

concerning wills, the defign of which, according

to the terms of the preamble, was to confirm the

authority of the antient laws, and to f -plain thent

with fo much precifion, that the uncertainty or

variety of the maxims fljould in future be no more

a matter of uneafincfs to teftators, of doubt in the

Judges, or of ruinous aflions between the parties.

Another law^ of infinicely greater importance, waa^
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alfo promulgated, which fettled the form in which

thi regifters of baptifms, marriages, burials, and re-

ligious vows, were to be kept, and the extra^s of

them which were tp be made to afcertain the ftate

of the inhabitants.

The next year an attempt was made to fupprefs

Aaviulent praftices, and to remove all means of

fubterfuge by clear, diftinft, and precife definitions of

tht faux principal, and %\it faux incident*^ byre-efta-

blifhing the form and the rules for the acknowledg-

ment of writings and fignatures in criminal matters.

Chicanery was purfued in all it's evafidns and'ob-

lique inflexions, by determining the cafes, the

mode of indifVment, and the rules for judgment.

Of the fame kind were a number of ordinances

jdeftihed to be the eternal laws of this empire,

and to excite the admiration of Europe. Would
to God, that the legiflator, in whofe name the law

was made to fpeal^ with fo much dignity, had learn-

ed to refpeft it himfelf •, that, bending his own au-

guft perfon under it's authority, he had ever fet the

example of a fubmiflion, not lefs the duty of the

Monarch than of the fubjeft ! But alas ! even at

this time, fome abominable imitators of Scjanus,

with which all Courts perpetually abound, were

endeavouring tp corrupt his heart, and to alter his

TLiprightnefs
J and the circumftance that will fix an

indelible ftain upon the memory of Cardinal Fleuri,

is, that he was the firft to yield to their impulfe. ^

It was known, how much the Cardinal was
greedy of poi^er : thofe men who can have no

^^ *•> *••

* TYi^fa»x principal, i$ when jadgment is given upon a falfe

tefUnony : the /hmx iMcidefa, is when all the formaliciet of law

hav^e not been obferved in the proceedings ; the ooiiffion pf one of

jbeai charges the najure of the de^ifion.

'*> u '
(lability

V
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ftability but in times of diTorder and licentioufnefs,

availed themfelves of his foible in order to com-

pafs their ends. The Cardinal's miftrefs was the

Princefs of Carignan : that is to fay, he was go-

verned by her, he intruded her with all the fecrets

of the State, and decided nothing but by her ad-

vice J for this is the only meaning of a word ufed at

Court in this acceptation : the only meaning that

can flrike us, in the intercourfe between a woman
of forty-five, and an old man almofl: ninety years of

age, in whom fenfual gratifications can be nothing

more than recolleflion. The pleafure of command-
ing the Minifter, who held the Monarch in lead-

ing-firings, was therefore the only one the Princefs

enjoyed ; but this influence held only by a flight at-

tachment. The King, whofe tendernefs for his

^uguft companion, had been hitherto inviolable,

had removed from himfelf thofe infamous feducers

who had attempted to fhake it. When the Courtiers

artfully attempted to fix the King's eyes upon

fome inchanting objeft, he anfwered coolly : / think

the ^een Jiill more beautiful *. But he might at

lafl . grow difgufled of her j the numb.er of chil-

dren fhe had brought him, was likely to acce-«,

lerate this fatal moment j and what a revolution was .:

there not to be apprehended in fuch a circumflance ?,

.

The beft method of preventing it's confequencesi >

was to bring it about defignedlyj and to raife ta^

the bed of his Majefly fome Syren of whom onq:,^

might be furej and who, fatisfied with the enjoy-

^

inent of her lover, would leave matters of politic^r^

and bufinefs to his Eminence. The Princefs wasj

* It was to the Duke of Pecquigny, Captain Lieutenant of

his Majefly's Guard^ tha( this aofwex, as it is reported, was

^lade. its'.:'ij;»?-.''.
*

. .
r^''!
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made to under fl:and this, flie infinuated it to the

Cardinal, and a plot was laid in confeqiience, which

would have deceived virtue itfelf. The Queen's

Confeflbr was gained over : this Devotee pioufly

gave her Majefly to underftand, that having now
fulfilled the duties of her ftation, in giving an

heir to the throne, and PrincefTes to be the edifica-

tion of it, it would be a circumftance very agree-

able to God, if in future Ihe would pradlife the

moft excellent of all virtues, chaftity, by weaning

herfelf now and then from carnal pleafures, which

were alv/ays calculated to bend our fouls towards

the earth, inftead of raifing them to heaven our real

country. Undoubtedly, had Mary been of a dif-

ferent difpofition, thefe counfels would have had a

different effeft j but all her fenfes were abforbed in

devotion. One night, when her hufband, heated with

wine, had flolen, notwithftanding the impropriety

of his fituation, into the Queen's bed-chamber, the

Queen gave way too eafily to her difguft, and re-

pulfed him with marks of averfion, humiliating to

the young Monarch. He fwore he would not re-

ceive twice a fimilar affront, and kept his word, j^

rThen was the time for the corrupters to play

their part; they had now nothing to overcome but

his balhfulnefs, which vVas increafed by a timidity

that made an effential part of his character. The
Countefs de Mailly, Lady of the bed-chamber to

the Queen, was judged to be the properelt perfon

for the execution of this projed:. She was as it

were in a Hate of widowhood, without children j

ihe was a woman of probity, and deftitute of am-
bition ; Ihe alfo lived in friendlhip with the Coun-

29
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tcfs of Touloufc, was incapable of taking an im«

proper advantage of her fituation, and of giving

the Icaft umbrage to the Cardinal j (he was more-

over of a very fond and carefling difpofition, and

polTeflcd the ncceflary talents for feducing the bafh-

ful Monarch. She was neither young, nor hand-

fome, nor even pretty j was near thirty-five years

old J and had nothing remarkable in her face except

a pair of large black eyes, well opened, and very

lively i her afpedt was naturally ftern, but that

being foftened in favour of the King, prefcrved only

a fort of boldnefs, which indicated the warmth of

her conftitution. The harfh tone of her voice, to-

gether with her rcfolute and wanton air, confirmed

this circumflance. Such a kind of perfon, in the

prefent fituation, was infinitely preferable to the

graces, the majedy, and the numerous allurements

of many other beauties of the Court. Befides, fhe

txcelled them all in ^ talent which is a fiibftitute

for many charms, in tlve art of the toilet, which (he

pra6t:ifed in the higheft perfedion, and in an ex-

tjuifite tafte for drefs, which hef rivals in vain at-

tempted to imitate. In A word, nature had amply

indemnified her, for what flie had denied her m
point of figure, by the qualities of the underftand-

ing and of the heart. She was amufing, livelyy

of an even temper, a firm friend, generous, com-

panionate, and feeking to do fervice. Unfortunate-

ly, even in the height of her fituatiorii fhe was

obliged to employ indiredt means to gratify this

benevolent difpofition, not being able t6 do any

thing of herfelf, without the rifque of lofing her

favovtr^ the affe^ions of the illu^ri^us perfons to

^^"^^
.
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^hom (he owed it, and efpecially the fupport f

the Cardinal, who had only preferred her to the of-

fice of adting a part nncerly pafTive.

When the conditions were fettled, the Prime Mi-

niftcr commiflioned the Duke de Richelieu to pro-

pofe the Countefs of Mailly to the King. Thit

fubtle and alluring Courtier had infinuated himfelf

into the good graces of his Majefty, and gained his

confidence. The Cardinal did not doubt but that,

in changing the objeft of his talents, he might be

employed with as much fuccefs in a negotiation of

gallantry, as in one of politics. The favourite, in

fadt, availing himfelf of the familiari ty in which

Lewis XV. indulged him, artfully turned the con-

verfation on the fubjeft of the Queen, and upon the

void, which the behaviour of her Majefty occafioned

in his heart ; he made him acknowledge the necef-

fity of replacing that paffion by another j he repre-

fented love to him as the comfort of all men, and

particularly of great Princes, obliged to relax from

the cares of empire. He thus determined the King

to an interview with Madame de Mailly j but not-

withftanding his youth, notwithftanding the ardour

of his conftitution, and notwithftanding the time that

had elapfed fince his rupture with the Queen, the

interview was inefFeftual *
: timidity had frozen up

his fcnfes to fuch a degree, that the Countefs, having

3tf

-Viii\bt\Ciii-J f'f

* See tht Loves of Zeokini/ul, King of the Kafirans^ a laork tranfi-

4atedfr»m the Arab of the travelUr Krinebboi, one of thofc ob-

fcure and licentious books, which, however, we irvuft not place

too much confidence in, and which we never adopt, but when

the fafts agree with the more authentic manufcript we ha\'e

nnder ourinrpefiion, or with the accounts of cotemporary Cour>

.
-

' ' 1' '"
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no hopes, complained of the little imprefTion fhe had

made upon him. She was with difficulty prevailed

upon to a fecond interview : when fhe was defired to

forget the Monarch, and think of nothing but the

man. She was much encouraged by the young

Prince's docility in returning to her i and, being con-

vinced by this ftep, that Ihe had nothing to do but

to attackj in order to triumph, fhe fcrupled not to

fubmit to the moft abominable artifices of profti-

tution. Her manoeuvres were the more fuccefsful,

as the King's paflions were more violent from re-

ftraint. The Countefs, tranfported with her fuccefs,

went out[in the utmoft diforder, and, prefenting her-

felf to her inftigators, who were curious to know
what had pafled, faid nothing more than: For good-

nefs fakey do hut fee what a fright this lewdfelkw has

made of me. ' r ^ -^ *'
'

The firft ftep being got over, the King felt no

longer any uneafy conftraintj he gave himfelf up

without rdmorfe to this double adultery. The inter-

views, however, were ftill carried on fecretly for

fome time i but he foon fhook off this reftraint, and

made no longer a myftery of his conqueft. It be-

came a topic of converfation among the Courtiers

;

the Queen herfelf was informed of it, and, inftead of

trying the afcendant fhe had always had over the

King, to recal him to the nuptial bed, did nothing

but pour forth her forrows for his conduft ac

the foot of the altar. The Count de Mailly, who
ufed to care very little for his wife before, thought

proper to exprefs his difTatisfaftion at her infidelity.

The only anfwer he received was, to prohibit him

from having any farther intercourfe with her. The
Marquis de NeUe, the favourite's father, of one of

the
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the mod illuftrious houfcs in the kingdom, thought

proper alfo to cenfuhe her conduct. It was judged,

that this was only d pretence to ufk for money, of

which he was much ih ^vant, on account of the dif-

ordcr in his affairs ; and fome was given to him, to

keep hinri quidt*

The perfon Who was nrioft dmbarraited hoW to a6l,

upon the firft breaking out of the King's amours,

was the Cardinal. In order to impofe upon the

nation, although he was the indirect encourager of

the irregularities of his auguft pupil, yet he Carried

his hypocrify fo far as to venture to make remon-

llrances to him. / have left tayati thi government of

my kingdom^ anfwered his Majefty with acrimony,

and Idejire you would leave me to be majier of myfelf.
Thefe words, however harfhly they were fpokt^n,

filled him with joy. His emiflaries, while they ex-

culpated him, divulged the King's anfwer in all com-

panies* It is not to be conceived how mueh the

Parifians were fcandalized with it. The people in

general, and efpecially the French, love to change

their fituation, in hopes of bettering it. They
had flattered themfelves thait a miftrefs would

occafion fome revolution : and perceiving that this

miftrefs only confirmed the authority of the Prime

Minifter, thofe perfons who had approved of the

King's pafTion, no longer confidered it in the fame

light. It was reprefented to the public, as an inter-

cdurfe of a horrid nature, which would not fail to

draw down the vengeance of Heaven upon the king-

do '^. Satyrical verfes were written, andJicf^tious

foiigs fung, in whicb the lover and his miftrefs \<rcre

equally ill-treated. . ,

Vol. IL - - t> It
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It may be admitted as fome kind of excufe for the

lady who afled this part, for which Ihe was by no

means intended, and which, undoubtedly, flic had

now afllimed for the firft time j that her. cpndud,

which would have been infamous and abominable in

another, was diftated by the feelings of her heart j—

r

that fhe was always more attached to the perfon of

the King, than to his crown j;—that Ihe had a real

affedion for Lewis XV. j—that Ihe never aiked any

favour, either for herfelf or for her relations j—that

Ihe was of no kind of burthen to the State j—that

Ihe retired from Court as poor as flie had come into-

it j—that, after the example ofMadamede la Valliere,

when fhe was feparated from her lover, fhe found

none worthy to fucceed him, and devoted herfelf to

God i—and, in a word, that fhe expiated with tears,

and continual mortifications, to the time of her

death the crime of having, defiled the nuptial bed.

Alas! long before that, while fhe was in the;

height of her profperitjr, fhe found her punifhment,

"

even in her paflion. She repented more than once

of having taken from the King a falutary reflraint

:

the Prince, who rather efleemed than loved her,

being no longer witheld by any {cni^c of fliame,.

.

gave way to all his pafllons ; and was not flartled at

the idea of inceft. The favourite had a fifler,,

Madame de Vintimille, who had been lately married.

This lady, as tall as her eldefl fifler,. had nx> advan>-

tage over her in perfon, except what fhe derived from .

her youth j but fhe had ftill a« greater fhare of under*,

flanding, which fhe foon exercifed in a plan for fup-..

planting Madame de Mailly, and captivating, the 1

Monarch. All the pcrfons who knew her, fbon began

to dread her influence. She was proud, forward,-*
"^

.
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envious, revengeful, fond of governing, and of mak-
ing herfelf feared J—having few friends, and little

calculated to acquire any j—thinking ofnothing but

her ihtereft", and having no other view but to make
the weaknefs of her (lave fubfervient to her own ad-

vantage; in which ihe certainly would have fuc-

ceeded, had not death prevented her, in the begin-

ning of her careen She died in child-bed, not

without' fufpicion of being poifoncd. Her death, for

a few days, drew tears from the King. Her fifter,

with whom his Majefty had always kept upon good
terms, in order to carry on, through her means, their*

intercourfe, which was ftill kept fecret, blended her

tears v*ith the Monarch's upon this occafion, and did

not lefs regret her rival. Madame de Vincimllle left

a fon, who is at prefent Count du lAiCi the exa6t

pidture of his Majefty, for whom the King had al-

\vays a tender afFedion, and who was called at Courc

the half LouiSj to perpetuate the memory of this

anecdote.

Fortunately the King's fenfibility, a paffion which

is generally extreme at his time of life, v/as already^

blunted and deftroyed. He felt nothing more than

that fenfation of tranfient, regret, which we feel at the

death of our fellow-creatures, by a fecret application

wc make of it to ourfelves, as it reminds us of our

own fatal deftiny* Pleafures, interrupted for a timej

refumed their ordinary courfe j hunting, and con-

tinual journies, which the King always Hood in need

of for excrcife, and which became more neceflary on

the prefent occafion, foon effaced the memory of Ma-
dame dc Vintimille. The fofmer favourite refumed

her influence j {he accompanied the King every

where, attended by Mademoifelle de Charolois and

D ^ the
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the Countefs of Touloufe. Thefe Ladies had con-

trived thofe delicate fuppers, which were given in

delicious retreats, alcceffible only to confidential per-

fons, and therefore marked with the appellation of

fetits appartemens, Lewis XV. had built fome in

his feveral palaces j thoiiigh they were not entirely

Separate from the public apartments, yet there was

no other communication between them, but fiich as

was abfolutely neceffary for the attendants. A prr-

vate door, made into his Maj city's bed-chamber,

furniflied him the opportunity of retiring there, with

any of the guefts he thought proper. The perfons

employed in the conftrudtion, had exhaufted their

art, in the convenience of the arrangements, the elc-

garrce of the furniturcy and the moft ftudicd refine-

ments of luxury and gallantry. In order to give

foreigners an idea of them, we ffeall tranfcribe the

following allegorical defcription fronr the Anecdotes

ef Ferfiai and which the hiftorian, to miflead

his readers, fays he has copied from fomc other

work*. ,. .. ,/ , ,. X
<

,

L .

" It was a fmall temple, where no^urnal feftivals

" were frequently celebrated in honour of Bacchus
*' and Venus. Tbe Sopbf was the High Prieft, and
" Retima High Prieftefs ; the reft of the facred

" troop was compofed of amiable women and gal-

" lant Courtiers, worthy to be initiated in thefe myf-
** teries. There, by a number of exquifite libations^

" and different incantations in honour of Bacchus,
" they endea\'oured to make the Cytherean Goddefs

• We pretends Hizt this d«raiption »- taken from flie HittOfy oT

the dilFerent religions which have been introduced la Perfift,

ilnce the conqueft made of that kingdom by Alexander the Qfff^W

to the prefent time, by Kodgia. ' .;->t

l\ propitious^yvv
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propitious, to whom fome precious offerings were

" likewifc occalionally made. The libations con-

*' fifted of the choiceft wines j and the mofl exqui-

** fitc dainties were the viftims. Oftentimes, and

that upon the moll folemrt days, thefe dainties

were prepared even by the hands of the High
** Prieft, Comus was the regulator of thefe feafls -,

Momus preHded : it was not allowed to any flave,

to prefume to interrupt thefe auguil ceremonies,

nor to enter the internal part of the temple, till

the Priefts and Priefteffes, filled at length with

divine favours, fell down in an ecftacy, the com-

pletenefs of which, tcftified the greatnefs of their

zeal, and announced the prefence of the deities.

Then every thing was accomplifhed : thefe favou-

" rites of the Gods were carried away with refpedt,

and the gates of the temple were (hut. There

were certain days in the year confecrated entirely

to Bacchus, and the honours of which were equally

done by Comus. Thefe, which one might call

the petty fejiivahy were the days upon which the ?

High I*riefl admitted Sevagij Fatimaf Zelida,

" arid fome others, before whom, as being profane,

" only the lefs myfteries were exhibited. In fad,

"far from deferving to be of the number of fortu-

" nate perfons, to whom the more important and
" efTentlal functions of the worfhip were intrufted,

"they were' fcarce worthy of the little that was com-
'^ miiriicated to them."

^^^^^-^'-^^^^^'^ I -^

From the details of this myflerious narrative, .

where Lewis XV. is marked under the name of

S^pbit arid the fayourite under that of Retimay a
'

narrative, the authenticity of which is attefled by all

(he- Noblemen dill living, who have partaken ofthefe
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38 THE PRIVATE LIFE
feafts, we fee that the petits appariemens were defigncd

equally for the pleafures of love, as for thofe of tjic

table. To the firft, were only admitted fuch Cour-

tiers as were fufficiently corrupt to be the compani-

ons of the Monarch's debaucheries, or mean enov^K

to be the mere witnefles of them. The laft included

a more extenfive and more decent company.. The
Count and Countefs of Touloufe, with Madenrioifejlq

de Charolois, ftiled by the hieroglyphic, writer,

Sevagi, Zelidcy and Fatimay were the. principal per-,

fons who compofed it. Every thing was then car-

ried on with decency i wine was no farther indulged

in than the better to encourage' bon mois, and the

fallies of wit, or to give a freer courfe to thofe ma-

lignant farcafms, by which the Tremoilles, thfe Ay-
ens, the Maurepas, the Coignys, and the .i^oiivres,

declared to the King, under the mafic of frivolous

mirth, ufeful truths, which were unfortunately

thrown away. When the Princefles were withdf^wn,

or in their abfcnce, thefe orgies became trujy Bac-

chanalian; the Countefs of Mailly, worthy to have

been born half a century fooner, who loved cham-

paign, had infpired the King with her taftc.
, The

challenges of former drinkers were renewed, there :

the vifiory was to him who could foQn^ft put his

antagonift under the table j and, after a lon^ conteft,

it v/as neceflary that fome trufty fervants Jfhould en-

ter, to carry off ui\ the guells, the conquerors as well

.

as the conquered,
. irK7y<]i?^|,pm>'

The memory of the Countefs deferves' reproach,

for her having engaged her lover in thefe. parties of

intoxication, for which we are, however, inclined to

think he had no averfion. We are more readily^ inr

duced to this opinion, from aiiotlier circumftance ini

this
A rr



OF LEWIS XV.

this defcription j which is, that Lewis XV. dch'ghted

much in cookery, and in tofling up little ragouts

;

a mean kind of amufement, though not cenfurable

in itfelf, yet at leaft very unfuitable, inafmuch as it

difcoterdd a mind little accuftomed to furnifh itfelf

with thofe grand and fublime ideas which (hould be

habitual to a Sovereign. And indeed, this was not

the manner in which the Cardinal wiflied that the

Kin^ fhould employ himfelf, and the favourite did

no more than purfue the plan that was marked out

for her. The time was not yet come, when the

petits afpartemens-^trt to be the center ofpolitics and

negOLiatiohs ; yet the Court was not free from trou-

bles and intrigues. It is now necefTary to refume

the thread of thefe intrigues, of which M. de Chau-

velin w'as a remarkable vidim. - -^^ , /^

"This Minifter, of an eminent family in the law,

ahiS poflefled of the office of Prefident d, martier in

Pa'rliament--^in which he had diftinguifhed himfelf

—

\ip6ti the difgrace of M. d'Armenonville, and the

resignation of Count Morville, his fon, fucceeded

them in both their employments. He had been in-

triifted at once with the Seals, and with the depart-

ment for Foreign Affairs. He was by no means un-

equal to thefe two offices, and pdflefled all the qua-

lities to fill them properly. His knowledge of the

laws, ofjurifprudcnce, and of the duties of a Magif-

trate J his integrity, his firmnefs, and cfpecially his

long experience in Parliament, rendered him very

fit to be at the head of the law : his penetrating ge-

nius, equally powerful, fupple, and infinuating ; his

deep ftudy of mankind and of politics, his extenfive

views, his great defigns, and the multiplicity of hi"

correfpondenccs, were admirably adapted to his o^'

D 4 fun-'
'
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i

funffcions. He was, moreover, of an eafy and plcafing

accefs, engaging in converfation, perfedlly verfed in

Court management, free from afFedtation, laborious,

(expeditious, and attentive tq bulinefs, even to th?

facrifice of fome neceflary part of Kis deep. Such

was this Gentleman, of highly-diftinguifhed merit,

and a charafler we leldom meet witl^j an acqoin-

plifhed Minifter in all points, had he rjot been

tainted with that fault, which is almpit alv^<^ys the

effed of great talents, an unbounded arnbicioti*

Although the Cardinal^ fenfible of his owa.inf&r

riority, granted him all his confidence j yet he grevy

impatient of afling only a fecond part, and of not

being able to difplay the refpurces he felt witl?in

hirnfelf. Bcfides, betqg connedled with the firft

Noblemen of the Court, living with them, as their

equal, and being well received by wonicn of the firft

rank, and even by the Princcfles, a powerful party

was formed JQ proteft and fupport hjitp, x This par-?

ty wa§ tha^ of the Duke of Boi|rbpn. His mother,,

tjic Dutchefs, a proud, abfolute, violent, vjndi^ivc^

and turbulent woman, jealqus of diftingui(hing her-

felf, was the foul of it. Unfortunately, it was nq^

the moft powerful. The Rambouillej fadion, to

which the Duke of Orleans and the Duke du Maine
were united, counterbalanced thp fprqier, or rather

preyei)te4 it from breaking out. M. de Chaqveliq

was tpo wife tp expofe fiirnfelf without appearance

qf fuccefg ; he contented himfelf with preferving tl^c.

good-will of his prote<5tors, and difcpncefting the

projects of his enemies, which his conftant vigilance

enabled him to deteft. He endeavoured likewifc,

to make himfelf agreeable to every one j he jrefufe4

nothing, but what it>yas impofllble for him to grant,

and
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OF LEWIS XV.

aad then with fuch ftudied politenefs, that the re-

fpfal was almoft equal to the favour; he was kind

to men of merit, and protefted the fine arts, be-

ing zealous to make them flourilh j he was loved

and cftcemed bf foreigners, who always came from

him not only fatisfied, but charmed j he was feared

by other Powers, whofe cabinets he dived into by

his artifices and intelligence. He had reafon to

flatter himfelf, that he Ihould foon fucceed to the

place of Prirtie Minifter, when he was involved in a

diigrace which he had not been able to forefee. He
was accufed pf having facrificed the interefts of the

allies of France to thofe of the Emperor, in the treaty

of Vienna, by not obliging that Prince to purchaife

peace upon infinitely harder terms, which his dif-

trefled condition would have forced him to accept.

He was accufed -of having received money for this

ihameful coUufion. The King, conducing himfelf

upon (his occafion as he hath always done fince, as a

private individual, and friend to the Cardinal, iior

peached, it is faid, Chauvelin's condudb to V.m;
ai)d advifed him to look narrowly into it. His
Majefty gave the Cardinal to underftand, he was
well informed, that Chauvelin abufed his confidence j

jbut his protedbor, finding it difficult at his age to

part from a pcrfon who was become fo neceflary to

him, ftill defended him, and attributed the reports

propagated againft him to jealoufy. At length the

Cardinal was made acquainted with the intrigues

carried on by the Keeper of the Seals, with the
houfe of Conde j and this imputation was of •»«

unpardonable nature. He was carried ofi^, and con-
duced to a ftrong caftle, as a State criminal, where
he was fufi^prcd to fpeak to no one, nor to fee any

perfon^

4»^

A^iJM
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perfon, even of his own family : a puniftiment too

mild for a traitor to his King, and too fevere for a

racer fufpicion. It is highly probable, that fuffici-

ent proofs could not be found againft him j and

that even the fufpicion was only icigi|ed, in ordettb'

furniflii a pretence for his deftruftlon } for his con-

fm^ment was not long, and was changed to a(h or-

dinary banifllmtnt at Bourges, where he returned the'

vifics that were paid tb him, wrote and-received let-

ters. The Seals were reftored for tKe'third time to

old d'Aguefleaui and M. Amelot, Intendai^'' ^j6JF

Finances, was raifed to the poft of Secretary of Stjtt^e'

in the deparment for foreign affair^.* * >^» -^'

<

' The new Minifter, though fprung from a' fdttMl^

well known in the political line, hid; nevcf bd^ft

initiated in it's myfteries : hii name^^as the'^iily'

circumftance in his favour j h6 was> totally Orta^^-

quainted with negotiations : he hadJflone of th'bfe'

ihimng qualities of his predeceffar^ ito make amends-

for his ignorancci His addrefs was even agairtft;

himi for he ftammercd, which is an effential fault

in a man deftined to converfe every day with the

moft accomplifhed perfons in Europe. To aid hknf

in the more delicate funftions of his office, he had'

the happinefs to find fome excellent aflfiftance anrtong

the firft Clerks in his department, who had been long

ufed to the detail of it, and were perfeftly acquainted

with the interefls of France, and thofe of other

kingdoms. Thefe under Minifters, lefs an object of

envy than their Chief, and fo much the lefs expofed

to revolutions, as great capacity is required to re-

place them—a capacity which in thefe matters can

only be acquired by long experience—are the red!

Stfttefmcni their mafters are removed, but they die

m

M

i
m
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in their places. A prudent Minifter, theiefore, who
has accefs at Court, finds them neceflarVi and pays

attention to them ; but M. Amelot, proud, and jea-

lous of his rank, as all weak men are, and who bc-

fides had a pique againfl M. Pecquet, one of thcfe

heads of office, becaufe he had poflefled, and with

reafon, all the confidence of M. Chauvelin, was

bent upon his deftrudlion. He accufed him of-

holding a fufpicious correfpondence with the exiled

Minifter, and of avoiding to difclofe to him the im-

portant fecrcts, of which he had the key. Without

further inquiry, this Gentleman was taken up, and

confined fo ftridlly, that even his wife was not per-

mitted to fee him. Fortunately, this punifhment-

did not hurt the perfon accufed in the opinion of

the public. His integrity was fo univcrfally ac-

knovvlodged, that he was not even fufpedled of the

flighteft mifdemeanour, and his difgrace was fo^cly

afcribed to the mean jealoufy of the Minifter j which

rendered the latter odious to foreigners, and to the
,

*

nation. ,;_,,,.ip4j;y.^t,.ij,;:^f. '^,?^ ^-,. /^^^

.The Cardinal foon became fenfible of the fault he

had committed, in depriving himfelf of fo able a >

fecond as M. de Chauvelin : he grew difgufted of

affairs, and was tempted to refign the helm into,

other hands. The Count of Touloufe was the per- i

fon he chofe to replace him, or rather, who was fug-

gefted to him. Not that, this Prince, naturally of,

an indolent difpofition, was folicitous to take upon^

himfelf the government, at a time of life when that

indolence of courfe increafes, and when he was more-
i

over in a weak ftate of health, and affli<5ted with the

yet recent lofs of his brother, the Duke du Maine

;

but he was detcrmmed to it by th^ felicitations of
'

.: - the
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the Prime Minifter, of thr vn, r.- *'•• • -
tenderly loved, .nd eW ,n T"^ ^'"5' ^''o™ he
tefi, and of i, "L S^ ''^

"'f
°f Ws Coun-

^h" '^ere in hope, of Hr?, T""^'^ ^'"^ him,
Meafures were

'

"ead/f L"'?"°"'>
"'^ '-°--

Prime Minifter, at R,mK •» '° Woint him

Court, when death put an efd .A "'"" '"'""">

ft a fecond time for the ftn„ V ""j' "^^"- Being

'

ftrings during twewy tl!, ' ''^["PP°"ed his fuf!'
Before he expired tt^Ied'r "l^

^"°'"' «"""«'•»•
'

tWe.re.hison\fo;.td;
:' W^tt' ''t

'^^-^''
advice. He was univerfa^tt .

"'°'^ excellent

'

to be; theCountefsofT^^ T"'^'*^ he deferved

Lewis XV fenr
°

"i""*^ '^^^ i"eonfolabIe "
health, and ai,t Zl '7 '"/-"i-e after U''
h^example. AttLS „l7''''^^"=^

^""o-'J
"onie came, and defired f L ,"'°'"'«' ^a Pey.

;

Higiinefs. notwithft2l'° '•Vr'u"^^" ^ ^^
he was in. The Duke dfM« -.f^'r""^ '^'"^'ion'^
law, not doubting but tK '"r

'''* ^™ther-i„>
good effea, was defirous „f "J'"' ™°"'d have a**
told him. that. connSA ''''''f

"S ''™ "f it. and"
and receive the ^nt-Z^^ '"''^"'^' he would g?
-g man, r^cS^stZf f"

'""'"• ^he d?-

'

was an honour which he oul?"''
''"^''"^''' «hat it

'

The FirftSurgeon was introdted .T^' '" P^^''°"-
'

to the Prince the anj^i^v ? I "'''^"'""'""iegtec}
'

Highnefs. with aS"L • *!,' ^°"^'-'^''' Hi,^
all thofe, who had fen M,^ k"""^u

""^''^ '•ftpniffied

fainting away, defired himTo ,^ ?°'"'''' '^fort'
"fpea. his gratitude, and fill-5'

*'' ^"g of his
>

to bear his affeftiona^ "ol^M^
""'' barged him »

to whom h. recomm«de7w:?'°
t'^'''^'"^^'

'

' *"- * particular manner,

his ,
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his wife and his fon ; after this he fell again into his

former ftate of languor. Such is the chara(5ter of a

Courtier, who does not ccafe to be one, but with his

laft breath. . . .^ . . . s. n

This event dlllurbed all the projects of the King,

and of the Minifter. The latter thought no more of

his plan of retirement j but his competitors did not

labour the lefs underhand to fupplant him. It was

this period that produced what was called The war

of the MyrmidonSi that is to fay, a league of fome

young Noblemen of the Court with the Countefs de

Mailly -, the real intent of which has never been

perfeftly known, and of which they themfelves were

ignorant : a league excited probably by the Conde

faction, in hopes of reinftating M. Chauvelin. The
Duke d'Antin, who was of this party, though fon of

the Countefs of Touloufe, was banifhed. Upon
this occafion, the charadter of Lewis XV. difplayed

itfclf ; 'lis weaknefs, his indifference, and his inatten-

tion to his moft diftinguifhed favourites, became ap-

parent. The Duke de la Tremoille, Gentleman ofthe

bed-chanriber, and whom the King honoured with his

intimacy, when he faw the plot difcovered, intrcated

his Majefty not to mention him to his tutor, as hav-

ing been concerned in it, for fear of expofing him to

his refentnient. The King promlfed him he would

not i and yet the firft thing he did, was to break his

word. The Duke received warm reproaches from his

Eininence j and, attempting to exculpate himfelf,

was aftonilhed when the Cardinal defired him no lon-

ger to deny a fa£l, which he had learnt from the

mouth of his mafter. This Nobleman being then

highly incenfed, in the firft converfatlon he had with

his Majefty, declared to him, that as his fubjedl and*V '-•*• • 1

^S V(U U. • t ' ',.£> M.' • ... ...._.'•• ....
; ^ ,.
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46 THE PRIVATE LIFE
his fervant, he would ftill fulfil that double duty

;

but he begged of him, at the fame time, to ftrikc

him out of the lift of his intimates : he told him in

cxprefs terms, that he could no longer he bis friend,

A noble and bold fentiment, which marked the phi-

lofophic charafter of this Nobleman, through all

the apparent flimfinefs of his manners. We the

more readily recount this anecdote, as it may ferve

to retrieve his charafter, injured by the former.

Every body a- knowledges the Duke de la Tremoillc

to be a man of a great deal of wit : it is well known,

that one of the moft ingenious and agreeable pieces

of humour that has appeared in our age, in form of

a novel *, is attributed to him j but few people

know that he was a wife man. From that time he

went no more to the petits appartemens : and,

notwithflanding the advances made to him by

Lewis XV". he remained inflexible, and confined

himfelf ftriftly to the duties of Gentleman of the

bed-chamber : nay furnher, at one of the balls given

at the Dauphin'Sj in his infancy, to amufc, and

accuftom him to the exercife of dancing, this

Nobleman who was prefent, and was a fine dancer,

being prefled to exhibit before the heir apparent| ->

complied} and the clapping of hands had noi r,

ceafed, when the King came in. He inquired the ;.'

occafion, and was informed j upon which he defircd

the Duke de la TremoiHe to oblige him by begin- b

ning again. The Duke made his excufes, by faying^4
he had hurt himfelf^ and could not fatisfy hi» n
Maiefty. «

* jfttgeJa, which the Chevalier de la Morliere took to himfelf|

but which many people maintain to have been found in manux

fcript, among the papers of the Duke de la Tremoille^ after hii ^^

death.

3 The
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The intrigue we have been fpeaking of, was the

kll effort againft the power of the Cardinal, which

he had to contend with. The reft of his adminif*

tracion paflTed away unclouded, and ended as peaceably

as his long life. The more his Royal Pupil advanced

in age, the more was he fubjeft to him. Had it

not been for the fplendour of the throne, and the

appearance, one would have taken him for the

firft fubjefl of his Eminence j who himfelf was go-

verned by two men of very obfcurc condition. One

of them was the Abbe Couturier, Superior of the

Seminary of Sr. Sulpicius, who, wittiout being pro-

fefledly Confeffor of the Prime Minifter, had;

upon the whole, the direftion of his confcience, and^

without having the difpofal of the livings, was at

the head of the deparment of all ecclefiaftical affairs.

This grofs man, with no advantage of education,

and under an air of ftupidity, had poffefled fufficient

dexterity to manage thf. mind of his penitent, to make
him fupple, and to render himfelf, under him, the

difpenfer of all the favours of the Church. The
Abbe, with his head buried in an enormous hat *,

the flaps of which hung over his broad fhouldcrs, a

white band, and a coarfe woollen caflbck, had his

antichamber filled with the firft Noblemen of the

kingdom. His houfe was become the nurfery of all

the Abbes afpiring to the prelacy j and, as he was

devoted to the Jefuits, he had made it the afylum of

Molinifm, with which it is ftill infedbed. The other

man was Barjac, the Cardinars valet de chambre,

and confequently the minifter of his pleafurcs, and
'

* Since that time the Abbes, who ntpttits mahrts, called the

oH ecci«fiaftics, who are. bigotted to this cuitom, the great iau.

^ the
:^AiT -;
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the confidant of his troubles. He was thorough!/

acquainted with the foibles of his mailer, and knew
how to take advjiiitage of^ and .to fall in with

them in the Oioft. adroit manner. It was he, who^

a fliort time before the death of this prelate, at

90 years of age, contrived the refined gallantry of

making him fup, upon a Twelfth-night, with twelve

guefts of the Court, men and women, all older than

himlelf; fo that he, being the youngefl;^ was obliged

to draw the cake. With fuch delicate and well-

fupported adulation, Barjac could not fail of being

highly in favour with his Eminence. He was the

channel of all the domeftic favours, and efpecially

thofe of finance, part of which returned to him i ib

that he was immenfely rich, at the death of his pro-

tedtor. Such were the two men, who, without any

apparent charafter, were in the higheft credit, fincc

the difgrace of M. Chauvelin. Nevcrthelefs, a

fpirit of equity and moderation induced the Car-

dinal to leave to each Secretary of State, the dif-

tribution of the employments in their feveral de-

partments i but, as they themfelves were dependent

upon his Eminence, they had very great confidera-

tion for his favourites. ,. , . , . , ^.

With regard to the King, confined to a circle of

private occupations and amufements, the only ef*

fential duty of the Throne which he fulfilled, bc-

caufe he could not avoid it, was to aflift at the

important deliberations holden concerning the StatCr^j^
y

There he began to difplay that nice jpdgmenty thc^ ,,

excellency of which was not at that time fo re-<, t

markable ; becaufe, the Council beipg compofed of

honeft and experienced Minlfters^ his advice was .,

in fome meafurc loft among the tcft; and becaufe
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his modeftvj hitherto commendable, made him pay

a deference to the opinion of the Cardinal, whofe

age and natural afcendant exerted their influence

over him J but this juftnefs of underftanding could

not have efcaped the Preceptor, which renders him
inexcufable in the eyes of the nation. What hap-

pinefs indeed would it have been for France, if

he had cultivated fo precious a faculty in his au-

guft Pupil J if he had fpurred up his indolence

with \\\t great motives of duty and of the public

good, and, in default of thefe, with the incitement

of glory i and if accuftoming him daily to labour, by

habit, he had made it a mere amufcment to him*

But he attended to none of thefe things j the King's

education was negleded i he had fo benumbed the

faculties of the young Prince, in the age of a<5bivity

and energy, that enlightened perfons forefaw, even

at that time, with regret, the fatal confequences that

would refult from thence, during the whole courfe of

his reign. TheKing gave hittifelfup to the fanguinary

exercifes of the chafe, he injured his health by the

excefle's of the table, and received libidinous leffons

from Madame de Mailly. Not being able, however,

to free himfelf entirely from that law, more or lels

imperious, for all men to be employed about fome-

thing, he attended, as we have fcen, to .cookery, and

was alfo a turner. Among the new-year's gifts of

1739, he had brought a fort of fnufF-box into

falhipn, the moder of which came from him. It

was a piece of a tree covered with it's bark, and

holFowed within, which a workman would have

been alhamed to ihew. He turned fome of thenr,

which he made a prefcnt of to his Courtiers,

Vol. II. E who
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who were all defirous of having them. He wa5

alfo conftantly afking a multitude of queftions, the

indications of a mind eager after inftruftion. Un-
fortunately, thefe queflions were often frivolous,

or relative to objefls foreign to his fituation as

King. He ufed to talk much about Natural Hif-

tory, Aftronomy, and Botany. When he was talk-

ing with any Prelate or Abbe, his difcourfe was

upon Latin, or upon the Liturgy, ofwhich he feemed

well informed. This was the confequence of the

education given him by his Preceptor, confidering

religion as a falutary reftraint for Kings, but agree-

ably to the principles of his Order ; that is to fay,

not as the means of oppofing the attempts a Sove-

reign might make, agaiiift the quiet, the pro-

perty, or the liberty ofhis fubjedts, but ofpreventing

thofe he might make againft the pretended rights,

privileges, franchifes, and immunities, of the church.

He had infpired him with many fentiments of this

kind^ and had attached him more to the letter

than to the fpirit of religion. And indeed, Lewis XV.
always obfervcd exadtly all it's cuftoms, and moft

trifling ceremonies. In the midft of his greateft

debaucheries, he never failed faying his prayers

morning and evening j he heard mafs faid regular-

ly every day ; he had a book of prayers from which

he never removed his eyes, and the motion of his

lips denoted that he articulated every word ; he

alfo attended at every office of divine worfliip. FuU
of veneration for the Minifters of religion, he would

have them refpeded. He abhorred irreligious per-,

fons J and for. that reafon, notwithftanding 'all the

adulation lavilhed upon hina by Voltaire, the King

could never bear him. vfiy*' 2;.; 2U\j/>Vdi5i -5',

It
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It was undoubtedly thia religious turn which in*

duced the young Sovereign to do two remarkable

afts of devotion in the period we are fpeaking ofi

On the I ft of September 1736^ he came to Saint

Denis, and affifted at the folemn fervicc for

Lewis XIV. This is the only time that the King

ever paid this pious duty to the memory of his .

great grandfather; a duty which the legitimate

Princes have never ncgleded. The General of the

Benediftines, who pronounced the harangue, did

not fail to announce to him, that, according to

God's promife, he would be rewarded with long

life and a flourilhing reign. This prophecy, which

has not been more fortunate than that of the Czar,

fhews that the Monk did not fqe better into futu^

r than the heretical Prince, ....

in 1738, which was the hundredth year fince the

vow of Lewis XIII. . to which vow that Monarch
j

,

thought he owed the birth of Lewis XIV, the

great grandfon of the latter ordered, that the an- 1739*

nual proceflion inftituted at Paris, in the church of

Notre Dame, on the day of Aflumption, fhould be

celebrated with more folemnity than ufual, and by

a greater concourfe of the three fuperior Courts, of

the Clergy, and of the Council. ri*^»q>tv<>j" 1^*14

The fuperftitious Monarch flattered himfelf, that

.

he fhould thus appeafe Heaven, and atone, by ,

a6ts of outward devotion, for his adulteries and in-

cells. tJtUio^^^iu'y^mco' 3:-'mt> ^t:i^5 #j^.^- />^#v/v%

After the death of the Count of Touloufc,

Lewis XV. fond of adhering to his old cuftoms,

continued to go to Rambouillct for two years, and

perhaps he Would have continued for a longer time,

if the Abbe de Salubcrri, the chief advifer of the

E 2 Countefs
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1739. Countefs of Touloufe, who guided her, and was

. abfolutc mailer of the houfr, had not, by his par-

fimonics towards his Majefty's attendants, dif-

gufted the principal ofHcers, who imperceptibly

weaned the King from the houfe, Befides, he

bought the Chateau de Choify from the Duke de la

Vallierc, which became 'a favourite place, and .he

bellowed every attention upon it to make it fie for

his reception.

Lewis XV.. began by enlarging the building,

which was not fufHciently roomy. Among other

, things worthy of admiration, there foon appeared a

little apartnricnt built underneath the King's, with

which it communicated by a private ftair-cafe. This

. was the apartment of the favourite. " The fimpli-

city of it was heightened by beautiful fciivlpture,

ornaments of gold and azure, furniture nicely

adapted, and a multitude of brilliant mirrors ad-

vantageou^Qy difpofcd > all which contributed to

give it a delightful and flriking appearance. Art
" had cxhaufted itfelf there in conveniences, refined

" tafte> and gallantry/^ Thefe are the cxpreffions

of a cotemporary writer *, whom we have faithfully

copied, in order to enable. the reader, by compari-

fon, to appreciate the progrefs of luxury in a few

years. If the writer f, who is fuppofed to have

been one of the moft ingenious and moll refined

Courtiers attached to Lewis XV. was then feized

with fuch a degree of aftomlliment/ how muc^
more furprized mull he have been fince^ at the

«c

«c

<c

«l

t€

i' V

• See ibt JnecJotes efPerfia,

, t The Anecdom ofPerfia have been attributed tO the Dtike of

Nivernois, but he has alwayt denied them.

r. \ . .
fightZ.T.CUQJ
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fight o^ thofe mafter-pieces of voluptuoufncf^ de-

viled by our modern Circes, Pompadour and Dy-
barri !

However this may be, fuch was the palace de-

ftined to fcreen the Monarch from the malignant

curiofity of the Courtiers, and efpecially from the

dangerous defigns, or the indifcreet complaints of

the people. It was in this place, that his fecret

parties with his miftrcfs and his favourites were

made. He therefore gave up the direftion of it to

one of thefe, the fon of the Marlhal Duke of

Coigny j he went there frequently, and neglected

the petiis appartemens of Verfailles, which were tjo

much expofed to the eyes of curiofity. Befides, the

ficuation of Choify was infinitely agreeable. Placed

upon the banks of the Seine, and having a foreft

in front, the rural folitude which one might always

enjoy there, every thing, in a word, confpired to flat-

ter the taiie and pleafures of Lewis XV. who was

never tired of it, but, on the contrary, was inde-

fatigable in embellifhing of it. He built what is

called le petit chateau, the mod fecret fandluary

of hi$ orgies, where we fee that table, a prodigy of

mechanifm, though fince improved by the famous

Lofiotj and which is the model of all thofe fince

known under the title o{ confidentes : a table which de-

fcends, and rifes again, covered with frelh provifions

:

and where we fee likewiie thofe officiousy^nw^^^ * as

1739-

* A kind of fmall tables, which the guefts have by the fide of

them, at different diftances, upon which provifions and liquors

are placed. A pencil with Tome cards is placed upon theffi, in

prder to write foe what one wants.

N *
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they arc called, which were perpetually bringing

up the mod cxquifite wines, that were drunk there

in prodigious quantities. So that, while a tediou$

luxury was banifhing from our fcftivals the joy

and liberty 'of our anceftors, by furrounding us

with a multitude of fcrvants, who are our natural

fpies, the fa(hion of getting rid of thefe perpetual

overlookers, by waiting upon one's fclf, was in^

troducing itfelf at Court.

There was alfo a fmall but elegant theatre at

Choify. One day the comedy o£ Efep at Court wai

played there. The King thought this piece of Bour-

fault's a foolifh and indecent one, and forbad it to

be played in future before him. We muft recolleft,

that in this comedy, the moral of which is excelr

lent, there is a fcenc in which the Prince allows

his Courtiers to tell him his faults. They all agree

in lavifhing the moft fulfome praifes upon him : one

of them only reproaches him with being fond of

wine, and of intoxicating himfelf j a dangerous vice

in every man, but more fo in a Sovereign. Ma-
dame de Mailly had accuftomed the King to drink

;

and he thought that the Queen had ordered Efep
at Court to be put upon the roll, on purpofe to

give him a lefTon : he was much difpleafed, upon

this occafion^ with the Gentleman of the bedcham-
ber, and indicated by this, that he was afraid of

hearing the truths which is the ready way of having

it for ever concealed from the throne. We fhall

qbferve, to the honour of Lewis XVI. that he has

himfelfordered this comedy, profcribed by his grand-

father, to be adled j that he has found it admirable,

full of good fenfe, and well adapted to Kings; and

i

^* - that

: :
. -M

^.'
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that he has required it to be often played before

him *.

The King was a good father, he loved his chil-
'

dren with as much fincerity as private individuals

do theirs ; a circumftance rarely to be met with

among Princes. It may readily be prefumed, that

in this light, he mud have been more particularly

attached to the Dauphin. He ufed to go to fec^

him, and frequently had him brought to hinn. Per-

fons who have any favour to afk, are generally clear-

fighted upon the proper methods of applying for

them. Some people ingenioufly contrived to afk for

them througn this channel. One day Lewis XV,
found in the apartment of the infant Prince the fol-

lowing indifferent lines : '
-

f
-

If the King's Son, in pity to my Mufe,

, His moft perfuafive influence would ufe

;

Ti

: To me, my former penfion to reftore.

Which is much wanted to increafe my ftore;

Then, like Arion, would my verfe declare ^

My life is owen to a Dolphin's f care. ^ *

* This anecdote comes to us from the players themfelves, who
have hear*d the King fay this. And indeed, E/of af Courf has

already been frequently afted at Verfailles.

f Si le fits da Roi ndtre maitrft

Par fon credit faifoit renaitre

> J En fon entier ma peniion

;

< (Chofe dont j'aurai gr^nde envie) ' '

Je chanterai comme Arion,

Un Dauphin || m'a fauve la vie^

|(
The reader may obrerve, that Dolphin a fHh, »n4 Dauphin the Prince, aft

fpeit the fame in French ; fo that although the Engliih tranflation gives the idea,

ic cannot give the pun. We n)ay remark, by the way, that this mode of fpe{ling

the Daypbin, in Englifli, is an improper refinement, It fliould he fpelt as we
fpeil the fifb, for which we have likcwife the authority of the editions of the

CfaiTics, in tfum Dtlfbini, *

• E 4 This

.. 'J f.'.

'n-.'?
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This petition had been prefented by a poor officer,

whofepenfion had been reduced. . The King liltencd

to it, and ordered it to be reltored to him.

Another time, the unfortunate wife of a man im-

prifoned for debt, thought of afking for his liberty

from the heir to the throne. The difficulty was to

render her petition pleafing to him, and to make it

fufficiently ftriking to his fenfes, that it fhould draw
.

}iis attention at fo tender an age. She encircled the

paper with a garland of flowers, and had it difplayed

before his eyes in the Park of Verfailles, while the

Prince was taking his walk there : he took notice of

the paper, and made figns for it to be brought to him.

He turned it about on all fides, and at his return

fhewcd it to his Majefty. The woman's contrivance

pleafed the King, and met with fuccefs.

Though it be cuftomary to leave the Princes in

the hands of the women till the age of feven years,

yet the Dauphin's conftitution and mind were fuf-

ficiently advanced for him to pafs into the hands of

the men before the ufual time. No one can be igno-

rant of how great importance it is to chufe the per-

fons who are to fuperintend the education, even of

individuals. Of how much greater confequence ii

it then to chufe the preceptors of a child, on whom
the fate of twenty millions, of men is one day to de-

pend ? Lewis XV. does not feemt to have a£bed in

this circumftance with that degree of judgment

which diftinguiflies true parental afFedtion. The
Count, fince Duke of Chatillon, was appointed Go-
vernor j the Counts of Polaftron and Muy Sub-Go-

vernors j the Bifliop of Mirepoix Preceptor; the

Abbe de Saint-Cyr Sub-Precepto? j and the Marquis

of Puyguion, and the Chevalier de Crequi, Gen-

tlemen de la manche.

'- Neither*'
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Neither of thefe perfons were men of lb great emi-

nence as is requifite for fuch places, and many of

them had not the lead fhare of merit. Far from

adopting the atrocious conjfifture of fome cotempo-

raries, who preiend that the Monarch did not wifh

his fon to become one day a greater King than him-

felf, we (hall endeavour to refute' that opinion.

Firft, If he afterwards grew indifferent \vith refpe<ft to

the Dauphin, from the motives we (hall hereafter

explain, he Joved hirti affedionately at that time, and

fuch a kind ofjealoufy is inconfiftent with the feel-

ings of nature, Secondly, Neither is this black and

deliberate diflimulation more the attendant of youth,

which is frank and inconfiderate, Thirdly, Lewis XV.
had he intended it, would not have been able, at

twenty-five years of age, to have made a choice fo

deliberate, fo nice, and fo difficult. Fourthly, Is it

not more natural to fuppofe that the King left this,

as well as all other matters, to Cardinal Fleuri ? It

is certain, and it is of little importance how this came
about, that the Jefuits had an evident influence in

this appointment j the unhappy confequences of

which, by giving rife to another event, not lefs fatal,

are felt to this day.

It is fo much the more diftrefllng, that thie firft

choice of the perfons charged with the young Prince's

education fhould have fallen fo improperly, as the

. King conduced himfelf, in this particular, in the fame

manner as with refped to' the adminiftration of his

kingdom ; he always agreed to the arrangements of

thofe perfons whom he had placed at the head of

affairs, and made the depofitaries of his authority in

this branch. He allowed himfelf only to folicit

fome favours for his fon] but without in lifting upon

r them.

57
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any longer, scxclaimed with vivacity j
" Well ! let

*' all the reft be the King's, at leaft my heart and
" my thoughts will be my own."

But if the King, fonflble of the advantage of hav-

ing a Dauphin, his only fon, was remarkably atten-

tive to him, from the importance of the charaflcr

for which he was deftined, we muft allow that his pa-

ternal afFeftions fecm to have been ftill ftronger for

his daughters, and efpecially for the eldeft. He was

delighted to procure for her the expeftancy of a

Sovereignty, by marrying her to Don Philip, Infant

of Spain. Such an expeftation compenfated his re-

gret in parting from her. The nation took part in

this event, inafmuch as it effaced every remainder

of animofity for the fending back of the Infanta,

and cemented more than ever the union between the

two Courts, This marriage was celebrated with all

poflible pomp and fplendour j with the moft gallant

feftivals, the moft magnificent reprefentations j with

triumphal arche?, ornamented with devices and in-

fcriptions, and with moft fumptuous entertainments,

which alternately fucceeded each other : thefe di-

verfions made for feveral days the amufement of the

Court and of the city, and alfo excited the admi-

ration of foreigners, who flocked therefrom all parts.

The fireworks efpecially, exhibited on the bafon of

the Seine, between the Pont-neuf and the Pont-

royal, produced, from the fituation, a view which is

ftill remembered, and of which there has been no

example fince. It will ever render memorable, in

thefe fort of diverfions, the name of Turgot, whofc

provoftfhip was moreover fignalized by monuments
ipore ufeful and more durable.

3 The

1 6 A}$g*
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greater terror than confidence ; he had rather in-

CTcalcd than extinguilhed the animofity of the

Spaniards* by publilhing a declaration, that the pur-

port of his commiffion was meerly to prote<2: the

Brazil fleet, laden with confiderable florcs for the

i'ubjeils of his Britannic Majefty.

Commerce', which all nations began to make tht

principal baiis of their politics, was the caufc of this

conteft. Since the peace of Utrecht, the Englilli

liad obtained the exclufr. e privilege of iurnifliing the

Spanifh Colonies with Negroes, upon the terms of

paying thirty-three piafters* jjer .ead to their go-

vernment. Upon this faie, ratt«.i at fc ,/ thoufand

fight hundred flaves, the eight hunH'-i i were ex-

empted from the tax.

1 he Company of Merchant., u-»der the name of

the Afliento or South-Sea Company, which was ap-

pointed to fupply them with neceffuries, had more-

over the permiflion of fending a veflel every year to

Mexico. At firft it was only to „ of500 tons j Cnce

1717, It was agreed that it might be of 850, and wc
may conceive it was an eafy matter to defraud upon
this quantity. A pinnace, which followed the (hip,

upon pretence of bringing her provifions, v. as con-

tinually going back -is and forwards, and filling

the Ihip with frefti merchandize as fall as the pinnae*

was unloaded; fo rhat the letter of the treaty was thus

adhered to, wh'I: the fenfe of it was eluded. The
Spanilh Governors avenged themfelves upon indi-

viduak for the wrongs of the Miniftry. Hence arofc

continual hoftilities between the two nations in the

New World, cruelties and horrors at which humanity

f Five pounds, eighteen (hillings, and twopence. •

. - / (huddcrs f

J7.79.
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" Captain had feized upon Jenkins's veffel, put the 1739-

" crew in irons, flit the nofe and cut off the ears o{ ' '

*' the commander : in this condition Jenkins prc-

" fented himfelf before the Parliament, and related

•* his adventure in a manner confiftent with the fim-

plicity of his profeflion and character. Sir, faid

he to the Speaker, after having been thus mutilated,

" / was threatened with death ; / expelled it, and re-

commended my foul to God, and my vengeance to my

country, Thefe words, fpoken without afFedlation,

excited a murmur of compafTion and indignation

in the aflemblyj the people of London wrote

upon the Parliament door, Afreefea, or wai-.'*

Notwithftanding all Walpole's efforts, who was

almoft as peaceful a Minifter as Fleuri, he was

obliged to give w^y to ^he nation. The fanaticifin

of war was carried to fuch a pitch, that a Member of

Parliament wrote the following rodomontade: tVhere

is the time when one of his Majejifs Minifiers declared,

that no canon dared to be fired in Europe without the

leave of England ? War in the mean time was only

commenced by degrees j the Englifti, far from (hew-

ing any inclination to fulfil the convention of Pardo,

fent a ftrong fquadron to cruize on the coaft of

Spain J while the latter negledted paying the indem-

nity, and continued to feize the Englifli veflels. The
King of Great Britain authoriled his fubjeds to ex- n July,

crt themfelves in reprifals againft the Spaniards

;

and gave letters of marque to merchants and priva-

teers. His Catholic Majefty publilhed a fimilar pro- ^oAuguft.

clamation. At length, England was the firft that

declared' war in form. Spain followed the example. 28 Nov.

The confequences foon broke out, and Admiral

Vernon took and rafed Porto-Bello, the ftaple of j Dec.

the
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the treafures of the new world, and the fpot which
was the principal occafion of the quarrel. This was
in fome meafure putting an end to it at the firlt

onfet. The conqueft of this city opened to the

Englifli a free paflage for that trade, which they had
hitherto only been able to cafry on clandeftinely

:

and in fa6t, they confidered the Admiral's expedition

as one of the moft important fervices he could render

his country. The conqueror was thanked for it in

an honourable letter from both Houfes of Parliament*

Hopes were entertained at London, that all Spanifh

America would foon fall into the hands of the Eng-*

lifh: it was thought that Admiral Vernon would

carry every thing before hirh; and when he laid

fiege, a year after this^ to Carthagena, and had pof-

fefled himfclf of the fort of Bocachica, one of the

ftrongeft parts of the cityj the capture of it was cele-

brated in advance, by ftriking a medals reprefent*

ing the port, with this legend : Carthagena taken*

On the rcverfe, the Admiral was reprefentedj with

thefe words : To the avenger of his country. Precifely

at the fame time, the Admiral, after a month's labouri

had been obliged to raife the fiege, and to make his

retreat, after having loft more than half his troops. .

Cardinal Fleuri being ftill more folicitous for

peace, in proportion as he drew nearer to his end,

^ould fain have preferved it with England, and -

would have followed the fyftem of neutrality, and

apparent friendfhip to that Court, begun by the Re-

gent, and continued by the Duke of Bourbon. He '

had hitherto exerted himfelf, to keep upon good

terms with that Power, by making the greateft fa»

crifices j and though he had fuccceded in this, by the

ncgled of the navy, he flattered himfclf that he

^ fliould

'"is
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ftiould not feel any effe(5ts from this negleft, and

jfhould preferve his afcendant in the Cabinet. At
this period he became toj late fenfible of his error j

he found that it is pofliL^ j to elude for fome time

an imminent danger by the fubtlety of negotiations j

but that there is nothing fo effedualj in keeping up
a fuperiority, as to have real forces on foot* How-
ever this may be, notwithftanding the difadvantage-

ous fituation of things, policy, as well as confan-

guinity, required that we fhould not fufFer Spain to

be crufhed by the Englifh navy j againft which the

Spanilh navy, combined with that of France, mighty

at lead, make head. In faft, from the prudent dif«

pofitions of the Count de Maurepas, who was at the

head of o^ir navy, notwithftanding it's weaknefs, it

checked the progrefs of it's rival, and obtained even

fome advantages in the beginning i till, deftroyed at

length, it expired in a manner at the aftion of

Toulon j which, though lefs fatal in point of real

damages, than that of la Hogue, occafioned a dif-

pute with the Spanilh navy, and was, as it were, the

fignal of all our fucceeding lofles. But before we
enter into the interefting detail of thefe maritime

faflsi let us fee how the Cardinal, already much con-

cerned at this war, was drawn into another upoa
land, and died, leaving France plunged into cala-

mities, ffom which he had been ftriving to preferve
;

the kingdom, during the whole courfe of his

.

Miniftry. ' v ^

The death of the Emperor Charles VI. which hap-

pened unexpeftedly, was the caufe of it. He was

fcarce fifty-five years old, and, notwithftanding the

'

delicacy of his conftitution, might hope to have time

to complete the plan of the indivifibility of his fuc- '

Vol. II. ;F cellion.

^5

1740.
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1740. ceflion, in the perfon of his eldeft daughter, by aEp-*

"
pointing his fon-in-law to be his fucccffor in the eno

pirc. He had already begun to give hints of this

dcfign, and was employed in founding the difpofi-

tions of the Elcdors, and endtavouring to gain them

over J when an indigeftion fuddenly deftroyed thi»

Monarch, and brought the Empire, with his beloved

daughter, to the brink of ruin.

From the firft inftant, the wifhes of the people

were united in favour of their new Sovereign ; and

this unanimity may be confidered as the ftrmeft fup-

port Ihe ever had. She foon r<iceived the homage
of the Auftrian States, at Vienna* The provinces of

7 Nov. Italy and Bohemia took their oaths of allegiance to

her, by thck deputies. She particularly reconciled

the minds of the Hungarians in her favour, by fub-

mitting, as Voltaire obferves *, to take the antient

oath of King Andrew 11. in the year 1222: Jf I, or

any one of my Jucceffbrs, Jhould at any time wifi to in-

fringe your privileges^ let it be permitted^ by virtue

of this prantife, t&yoUy and to your dependants, to defend

yourfelvesy without incurring tbejiigma of rebellion:

.

It was by a proceeding fo equitable and fo prudent,^

thac this Frtracefs gained the hearts of the Hainga-

• See his HiJIory of tht War of 1741.

Upon this occafion we fhall acknowledge, once for all, that we
•re not afhamed to adopt, when opportunity ofFers, the ideas, and

even the expreflions, of this great man, fincewe can neither think

better, nor write fo well, as he. As we have alfo been obliged

frequently to compare his account with others, to examine into

the want of veracity he is reproached with, we acknowledge that

nothing can be more ill-founded than this cenfure ; and that, if

he fhould allow himfelf to alter the details of things, he obferves

the greateft exaflnefs upon the fvbftance of matterr, which is the

only truly cHential pointt

/ --> ,
- •>^ rians.
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tians. This people, who, as long as the Houfe of

Auftria, inclined to defpotifm, was wifhing to increafe

the yoke of it upon them, had endeavoilred to (hake

it oflF, fubmitted to that of Maria Therefa j and, af-

ter a fucceflion of feditionsj animofitiesj and civil

warsi during the courfe of two hundred years, pro-

ceeded at once to adoration, as foon as they had re-

covered from their King * the fhadow of their li-

berty* The firft ad of Maria Therefa*s adminiftra-

tion, was to aflbciate her huflband, the Grand Duke
of Tufcany, to the government, under the title ol^

Co-Regenti by a diploma, regiftered in all the tribu-

nals of the archdutchy of Auftria, and fucceJiively in

thofe of her other dominions. But^ jealous of ful-

filling the intentions of the Emperor her father, fhe

loft nothing of her fovereignty, and made no in-

fringement of the Pragmatic Sandion. Her defign

in invefting her hufband with thefe new honours,

was not to draw any advantage for the government

of her dominions, from a Prince whofe incapacity,

both in peace and war, fhe well knew, but to make
him appear to the Eledlors more worthy of the Im*
perial Crown* She was deceived : flie wanted mo*
ney to feduce withj and her troops, difperfed through-

out her vaft dominions, could not be collected time

(tnough to fecure her authority*

The firft claimant was the Eleftor of Bavaria.

He caufed a proteft to be made at Vienna, by the

Count of Pcroufe, his Minifter, againft the pofleflion

taken by the Archdutchefs : he pretended^ that the re-

nunciation of the Archdutchefs, his wife, ought not

• The Palatinates of jflungary always give the title of King to

their Q^ecn { and this one fliewed that flie was highly deferving

of it.

V 1 to
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1740. to prevent him from aflcrting his own perfonal righfcjf

to the fuccefllon to the dominions of the Houfe of

Auftria, which were founded upon a will that had

been made two centuries before. In this record of

his laft wiflies, the Emperor Ferdinand I. whofe eldeft

daughter had married Albert V. 'Duke of Bavaria,

fubftituted to her the kingdoms of Hungary and Bo-

hemia, in default of heirs male. Philip V. as heir

to Charles II. and reprefenting in that quality the

Spanifh branch, alfo entered his oppofition, arid his

proteft for the prefervation of his rights, and efpe-

cially of the Grand Mafterfliip of the Order of the

Golden Fleece, belonging to the Kings of Spain, as

the founders of it.

The King of PruflTia, without amufing himfelf with

making protefts, and writing, a manifeflo, fof the

fupport of the rights he claimed upon Silefia, ftnt

an army of thirty thoufand men, which took poffef-

fion of it. At the fame time, he affured the Arch-

dutchefs of his zeal for her intereft in every other

matter, and offered her his fervices in fupport of the

Pragmatic Sandion, and to create the Grand Diikc

Emperor, if flie would give up Silefta, Oi" at lead a

part of that dutchy, to him. But the! Queen, in-

cenfed, refufed to purchafe,^ by an aft of weaknefs,

and hf difmembering her dominions, the protedtion

of the mod enterprizing of all her enemies, till Hie
'

had no other refource left. Troubles, in the mean,

time, were increaling—the Kings of Poland and Sar-

dinia alfo put in their claims; and the Princes of

the Empire refufed to acknowledge the eleftoral

fufFrages of Bohemia in favour of a Princefs. ' They"

even contefted with her the power of tranfmitting to

the Grand Duke a right, which they declared was
^ '

'
'

• / '

not-

r..
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not transferable, and could only be ex6rcifed by the

perfon pofTefllng the title that gives it. In a word,

moft of the Powers that had guaranteed the famous

Piagmatic Sanction, were the firft to infringe upon

it, and to proteft againft itj and the predi6lion of

Prince Eugene was realized.

The invafion of the King of PrufTia was not con-

certed with France, as it was then imagined. The
Marquis of Beauveau, fent by the King to Berlin, to

congratulate the new Monarch *, did not know, when
he faw the troops firft in motion, whether they were

deftined againft his country, or againft Auftria. His
apprehenfions were removed, when the Prince told

him, on going away, I believe I am going io play your

game for you ; // the aces turn upy we will divide. It is

true, that the beginning of this negotiation contri-

buted much to make the Cardinal waver : he was
apprehenfive of lofing his charafter of equity, and of
bringing the King into the fame predicament, by enr

deavouring to deftroy the Pragmatic Sandion, fo re-

cently figned, and fo authentically guaranteed : but
he was furrounded with perfons eager for war, who
urged him on to it. It was faid. Cardinal Richelieu

lowered the Houfe of Aujiria ; Cardinal Fleuri willy if

poffibky create a new one. Thefe words were pur-
pofely repeated to him, and his vanity was extremely
piqued with them. Unfortunately, there happened
to be an ambitious perfon at Court—the Count of
Belleifle—a man of a great deal of underftanding,
full of knowledge, befides being an experienced war-
rior, equally fit to plan as to execute. This Noblc-

• Frederic only afcended the throne upon the 3 ift of May ij^^q.
He ha4 immediately fent the Marquis of Camas to make known
tQ the Kinj; his acceffion.

1740.

I
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1740. man availed himfelf of the cmbarraflTment his Emi-

nence was in, to fix his refolutions. He communi-
cated to him a great projcft, which confiftcd not

only in procuring the Imperial Crown to the Elc6kor

of Bavaria, by gaining over fome of the principal

Eledors, and by intimidating others; but which

would alfo flrike a fatal blow to the Houfe of

Auftria, by taking away from it it's mod beautiful

pofleflions, in order %o make an cftabliihment of

them for the Emperor, prote6ted by France, who
was as yet too little powerful himfelf for fo great ^

4ignity. According to the Count's reprefentations,

the fuccefs was infallible, if there were a fkilful ne-r

gotiator at the Diet of Franckfort, perfedly well

acquainted with the feveral charaders of the Eleftors,

capable of influencing them, and fufficiently verfed in

the affairs of Germany, to make them fenfible, that

France, by renouncing all her own pretenfions, ha4

no other view but to watch over the interefts of the

Germanic body, and to confirm their equilibriumi

their liberty, and their repofe.

Thefe negotiations were undoubtedly to be fup-

ported effedtually by a formidable army, which, be-

ing joined as an auxiliary to the Bavarian troops^

would feize upon Auftria, Bohemia, and the fineft

provinces of the Queen of Hungary; and would,

at the fame time, keep tl^ partifans or allies of that

Princefs in awe upon that fide.

It would alfo be neceflary to march another, but

lefs powerful army, into Weftphalia, the dcfign of

which would be to fupport the Eledor of Cologn,

brother of the Emperor they wifhed to eleft, to keep

his neighbours in awe, and efpecially the King of

England, who woyld be under apprehcnfions for his

eleftora;^'
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eleftorate of Hanover j which the troops would be 1740.

ready to enter into upon the firft movement he fhould
"""^

make.

The author of this plan infifted upon the neceflity

of fecuring the King of Pruflia, whofe recent irrup-

tion into Silefia was a diverfion already begun, and

capable of producing the mofl fpeedy and fortunate

cfFedls. The King of Spain, with his fon Don Car-

los, falling at the fan^ time upon the Auftriaii do-

minions in Italy, it would be impoIlSble but that a

general peace muft be the confequence of fo many
united exertions, in lefs than fix months.

This word of peace, and of approaching peace, dex-

teroufly brought in at the end of the Count's plan,

was a Y^ord too agreeable to the Cardinal not to fe-

duce him. He faw an opportunity of avenging him-

felf for the injurious reproach which he had felt fo

icverely : far from reviving the Houfe of Auftria, he

was now completing the grand work of it's humilia-

tion, projeded by Henry IV. begun by Richelieu,

and purfued by Lewis XIV. More fldlful than they,

he was going to perform, in fix months, what it had

pot been poflible to execute in a century and a half;

and, to complete his felicity, he could do it without

tarniftiing his reputation.

There needed not fo much to conquer the fcruples
'

of his Eminence ; he underftood that the perfonal

claim of the Emperor, by deftroying the Pragmatic

Sanation, neceffarily annulled the guarantees. He
recoUcfted—that fince the year 1737, he had given

the Emperor to uaderftand, that Lewis XV. by his

guarantee, did not mean to prejudice the pretenfions

of his allyj that in 1732, he had brought to the

Emperor's mind, that when he made the ftates of

F 4 the V



74 THE PRIVATE LIFE
174T.. the empire fign his aft of indivifibility, he had him-*

felf formally declared, that he would not prejudice

the rights of any one •, in a word, his Eminence difco-

vered, that France ought to refolve to fupport

the Eleftor, from a principle of gratitude towards

his Houfe, which had been at all times attached to

that of Bourbon j and that this gratitude was recent-

ly due to the father of the reigning Prince, who
had loft his dominions in the war for the fucceflion,

a facrifice for which the fon demanded a recompence.

The Count of Belleifle was commiflioned to draw

out the plan j it was finifhed, laid before the Coun-
cil, and approved, in the courfe of a week. The
contriver was not to be the perfon leaft be.ie-

fited by it. Agreeably to his own hints, he was

immediately appointed Ambaflador Extraordinary

and Plenipotentiary of the King at the Diet of

Francfort, for the eledtion of an Emperor ; and with

all the Princes of the Empire. Soon after this, he

was appointed Marlhal of France, and likewife ob-

tained the command of the army. He anfwered

completely the idea he had given of himfelf as a

negotiator : he began with ftriking awe into the

Diet, by afluming an extraordinary degree of pomp
and profufion *. He afterwards repaired to the

King of Pruflia's camp, and gained the favour of

:S

• To give an idea of the expence of this embafly, it is fuffident

to fay, that two carriages, laden with provifions, were fent off*

every week to Francfort on the Maine, where they arrived in a

few days, by means of relays difpofed at feveral intervals upott

the road; this lafted near a year, while Marihal Belleifle refided

^n that capital. As the Germans are remarkably fond of the ta-

ble, he had given the Cardinal to underlland, that this li^xury in

eatables was the mofl e/Tential way of pleating and gaining the^

ever.

that
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that Monarch, who was aftoniflicd with the diverfity

of his talents. He then went to Drefden, and in-

fluenced fo ftrongly the King Eledor, that that

Prince fet his troops in motion, even before there

was a treaty figned. In a word, he negotiated

throughout all Germany j and was the fpirit of the

Bavarian party. At his return to Francfort, he re-

fembled more one of the firft Electors, than an Am-
baflador of France. He enjoyed incredible honours

;

the Archbifhop of Mentz, who prefidcd at the elec-

tion, gave him the right hand in his palace, and the

Plenipotentiary, at his own houfe, gave the right

hand to the Electors alone. He went before all the

other Princes. ]His Plenipotentiary powers were

tranfmitted, in the French language, to the German

Chancery, which had hitherto required, that thefe

pieces Ihould be "prefented in Latin, as being the

language of the Government which alTumes the

title of Roman Empire, In a word, he fpoke and

afted as the reprefentative of a Monarch, who was

going to beftow the Imperial Crown. Charles Al-

bert was chofen on the 4th of January 1742, in the

molt peaceable and folcmn manner. Thus the Mar-
fhal fulfilled the firft part of his engagements ; and

if the fecond failed, we muft do him the juftice to

fay, that it was not through Iiis fault.

He had always reprefented the military part of his

plan as a coup de mainy the fuccefs ofwhich muft depend

upon it's celerity, and forwhich neither men normoney

were therefore to be fpared. In his previous conver-

sations with the Cardinal, he had not perhaps fpoken

fo plainly, for fear of alarming him j he had perhaps

difguifed the number of men, and efpecially the

pumbcr of millions to be facrificed : but it is cer-

i tain,
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tain, that in the plan reduced to writing, he entered

into the minutefl detail of the number of battalions

and fquadrons neceflary. He propofcd, that an army

of fifty thoufand French fliould pafs the Rhine before

the month of June, and march on to the Danube j

and that there Ihould be at lead twenty thoufand

cavalry. He entered into all the details of the

march, and of the fubfiftence of the troops, and re-

peated at every page, that it was better to do nothing

than to do things by halves ; that by failing to fend

fufficient forces at once, the enemy would have time

to look about them, to defend, and to oppofc them*

felves to conquelts which would neceffarily become

jnore difficult.

Befide the fifty thoufand French, M. de Belleifle

fuppofed, that the future Emperor would at lead have

an army equally (Irong, joined to that of his allies i

and, a^ ^11 thefe troops were to l^e levied and main-

tained with the fubfidies of France, it was nearly the

fame as if they had fent one hundred thoufand men,

exclufive of the forty thoufand th^t were to be kept

Vpon the Lower Rhine.

The Cardinal, whofe views were too contra£ked for

fo vaft a project, conduced himfclf with the Marfhal,

as would a parfimonious proprietor with regard to

the plan of an elegant building that might be offered

to him i and who, pleafed with the beauty of the

defign, accepts it conditionally, with a fecret inten-

tion of reducing the exaggerated expences j while, on

the contrary, not to be deceived in his reckoning, he

ought to fuppofe them ftill more confiderable. His

Eminence therefore, alarmed at the idea of one hun-

dred and forty thoufand men, referved it to himfelf

to make fuch retrenchiDcnts as his ceconomic^l

\-i^ 3 turn

i;
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turn might fuggcft to him. He declared to the

Count, when he went away, that he would make no

alteration in the army of obfervation j but that he

would not raife the other army to more than forty

thoufand men. ' < a. ..

In vain did the Count make the ftrongeft remon-

ftrances : in vain did he venture to fay, that it would

be hazarding the glory of the King, and the honour

of the nation ; he could obtain nothing. He was

too far advanced to retreat; and was therefore

obliged to follow his deftiny, forefeeing with regret

that he Ihould fail. He did not, however, give him-

felf up, but refolved to compenfate for the fuccours

denied him, by the refources of his underftanding,

and by his intrigues. He felt himfejf fo much the

more compelled to exert all his powers, as he knew

that tlie blame would fall intirely upon him, in cafe

the bufinefs fhould have an unfortunate jiTue. One
event, which at any rate could not be dift-ant, might

poflibly remove his embarraffment. The Cardinal

would moft probably die before the end of the ne^.

war } and he might perhaps find it more eafy to fuc-!>

cced with another Minifter j or at leafl he might

then difclofe the parfimony of the former, and im^

pute the ill fuccefs to his falfe and pitiful policy.

The Count took care not to communicate his

regrets and his fears to the Eleftor of Bavaria : on

the contrary, as an artful negotiator, he fpoke in high

terms of the powerful fuccours fent him by the King

of France, He reprefented to hini that flourifhing

army of which he was going to be GeneralifTimo *,

* The Eledlor of Bavaria was created Generaliffimo of tho

King of France's troops^ by letters patent,^figncd the 20th of
Auguft 1741.

^, upon
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1741, upon the point of being increafed with other troops

as they might be wanted. In the height of his en-

thufiafm, he confidered thefe acceflary troops as ufe-

lefs ; he doubted not but that in the courfe of this

campaign, the kingdoms of Aullria and Bohemia

would be feized upon : he defcribed to him the

Queen, his competitor, obliged to fly, and feek re-

fuge in'her Hungarian dominions. By fuch infiqua-

tions he laid down to the Emperor the plan of his

operations. It is imagined, that if thefe operations

had been exaftly purfued, they might have been fuf-

ficient, notwitl^ftanding the debility of the means

employed. - ' . ^.
,

The firft fault was, not 'to begin by feizing upon

Vienna, where terror had already prevailed, and from

whence the Imperial family had removed. This was

the advice of the Marftial, contrary to the appro-

bation of the King of PrulTia. The fears of the

enemy are always to be the rule of our conduct.

• The fecond fault was, that the Elector fhut him-

felf up in Bohemia, where he was dazzled by fome

ilnaginary fuccefles. He had it at heart to begin by

caufing himfelf to be elefted and crowned King there.

In order to deceive even the French, whom he com-

manded, he feized upon fome fmall frontier towns

;

but, after having received the homage and oaths of

allegiance of the Auftrian ftates—fatisfied with having

deceived the Court of Vienna, with having induced

them to collefb all their forces in the environs of that

city, and obliged them to withdraw the army of the

Count de Neiperg from Silefia, and difengage the

King of Pxuflla from it—he left the Marquis of Se-

gur and th? Marquis of Minutzi at Lintz, with ^

body of ten thoufand men only to proted th? arch-

dutchy.
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dutchy. He crofled the Danube haftily with his 1741.

troops, and marched into Bohemia, in contempt of

Marfhal Broglio's remonftrances, who prefaged to

him in vain the dangerous confequences of this con^

dudl. That General had been fent to him to replace

Marfhal Belleifle, whofe prefence being neceflary at

the Diet of Francfort, it was impoffible for him ta

command the army at the fame time. Marfhal Brog-

lio was obliged to fubmit : the army was divided in-

to ieveral columns, and the place of rendezvous was

under the walls of Prague. The enterprize was

brilliant i the French and Bavarians met within three

leagues of the city on the 23d of November j on

the 25 th the trenches were opened, and on the 26th

the city was taken by affault, in face of the Grand

Duke J who, having taken upon him the command
of Count Neiperg's army, had haflened to the relief

of Prague, without being able to make any effort for

the defence of that capital. It was ai this fiegc

that Count Saxe, fince become fo famous, fignalized

himfelf for the firft time. Natural brother to the

King of Poland, his reputation had caufed him -

to be unanimoufly elefted Duke of Courland j but

Ruflia having taken from him a title beftowed by the"

fuffragcs of a whole people, he confoled himfelf in

the ferviee of Lewis XV. who was much attached to

him^ He laid the plan of taking the town by efca-

ladc, by beginning four attacks at once, of which

only one was to be real. He participated the glory

of the execution with the Counts Polaflion and

'

Broglio, and M. de Chevert—the firfl perfon who
entered Prague—and likewife with thofe who afted

under their orders, as well as with the Saxons, who
had alfo come to alTifl at the fiege, under the com-

mand

I
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1741.lilm conveyed from rank to rank : / remit into your

handsy faid fhe, the daughter and the fan of your Kings

,

who expert their fafety from you. All the Hungarian

Palatines, at once afFefled and animated, drew their

fabres, and exclaimed: Moriemur pro Rege noftro

Maria-Therejia I We will die for our King Maria-Tbe^

refa. The circumftance which rendered this fcene,

if poflibk, ftill more afFefting, was, that the Queen

was with child again. It was not long before, that

Ihe had written to the Dutchefs of Lorraine, her ,3 Mi^.

mother-in-law j I know not at prefent, whether IJhall

have a city remaining^ where I may lie in. In fa6t, by

the treaty of offenfive alliance, concluded between

her competitor, France, and Spain, to which the

Kings of Pruflla, Poland, and Sardinia had acceded

—

being abandoned by her friends, perfecuted by her

enemies, and attacked by her neareft relations—'Ihe

had no refource left, but in the fidelity, perfeverance,i

and courage of her fubje6ts. Rullia was engaged

with her own inteftine commotions *, and with the

' - - movements

• On the 1 6th of O£lober 1740, the Czarina appointed for htt

fucceflbr to the throne of Ruffia, in prefence of all the Gramleea

of the ftate, the Prince John of Brunfwick Bevern, born in the

month of Auguft preceding. She gave him the title of Grand
Buke of Ruflia, and the next day, apprehending the confequences

of the gout, which was got up into her chell, fiie oaufed the oaths

of allegiance to be taken to this child, by the Senate, by the Minif

ters, by the Generals and principal officers of the Tribunals

;

and fettled Count Biron, Duke of Courland, as Regent during

the minority. Thefe arrangements being made, (he died ten day*

after. The young Prince Johrt was prociaimed Czar of Mufcovy,

and the Duke of Courland entered upon the functions of the

Regency, which was conferred upon him. But Ws authority be-

ing a difgrace to the Duke and Dutchefs of Bevern, father and *

mother of the Czar, to whom the Regency feemed more pro-

perly to belong;, he was deprived of it on the zoih of November,

arreiled.
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1741. movements of the Swedes * ; and the French army of
obfervation, fent into Weftphalia, under the commancl
of Marflial Maillebois, was iployed in keeping the

felefbors of Hanover, Treves, and Mentz, and the

States General, in awe. The Ele6ior of Hanover
even, though recently connected with the Queen of
Hungary by the treaty of Hanover—and though
he was at the head of thirty thoufand Hanoverians,

Heflians, and Danes—was obliged to conclude a fepa-

rate treaty of ftri6t neutrality with France. The

trreiled, and fhut up in a caftle, by the order^ of his pupil, of

nther, of the Duke and Dutchefs of Bevern, who afterwardi

caufed t'ue Regency to be transferred to them.

On the 6th of December 1741, the Princefs Elizabeth Petrow-

tja, daughter of the Czar Peter, afcended the throne of Ruflia, by

a revdlution as fudden as it wa3 extraordinary. This Princefs,

excited by her courage alone, and conduced only by feven gre^

hadiers of the regiment of Guards, which Ihe had fecured in her

interefl, went at midnight to the barracks of this regiment,

where fhe found a hundred and fifty men more, to whom fhe

made known, in a few Word4, her rights, and the prefent misfor-

tunes of the ftate. She determined them in her favour, returned

with this little efcort to the palace, and caufed the young Czar,

with the Prince and Princefs of Brunfwick Bevern, the Counts of

Munich and d'Ofterman, and all his other Minifters and adhe-

rents, to be arrefled in the courfe of the night. The next day fhe

was acknowledged Czarina, and Emprefs of Ruilia, by the Or-

ders 6f the ftate, without having fpilt one fingle drop of blood.

* On the 4th of Anguft 174I) the King of Sweden caufed a

declaration of war to be proclaimed at Stockholm againft Ruf-

fia, the motives of which were feveral infradtions of the treaty o£

Nenftadt. In confequence of this, a Swedifh fleet was fent im-

mediately to block up the port of Peterfljurg, while an army wa»

Inarched into the frontiers. It may readily be conceived that this

war was the refult of a fecret convention with France, which furniflw ,

ed the fubfidies, and had concluded, on the 25 th ofApril preceding^

a treaty of commerce and navigation with Sweden, by which it wat

cnadted, that the refpedlive fubjefts of their reciprocal dominions

fliould enjoy the fame rights and privileges as their own proper

fubjcfts, ~ - -
,

.
,

En^lilh
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ferigiifli alone, who never wait for the fentiment* of

their rulers to adopt one themfelves, openly affiHed

this unfortunate Princefs with money ; and the Dutch

privately did the fame. Till fhe was enabled td

colledl her troops, and repfl force by force, which is

the ultima ratio of Kings, flie diftributed manifeftos,

in which Ihe expofed, that her hereditary rights were

the rights of nature, confirmed by an authentic law,

received by all the Princes of the Empire, under the

guarantee of all the Sovereigns of Europe. She re-

futed the pretenfions of the Elector of Bavaria, who
nr-aintainer!, that the C^een's parents were nothing

more than tenants, holding the throne from their

anceflors, upon condition of reverfion ; that they

could not difpofb, in favour of the Princefs, of a pro-

pert)' that did not belong to them ; a property v/hich

was c'evolved to him by the death of Charles VI;

\vithout heirs male. She objefled particularly againrft

the wjrds heirs male,- accufmg her adverfary of mif-

rer:efentation, inafmuch as the original words were

thefe : in cafe there JJ^mld be no legitimate heirs. She

concluded, from the arrangement announced in thefe

terms, that her right was to be preferred to any other,

as being the eldeft daughter of the laft furviving

male ; and, moreover, as it was always underftood^

that when women are not fpeeifically excluded from

the fucceffion,- they arfe comprehended Under the

title of legitimate defcendants.

The manifeftos of a Sovereign are like the me-
morials 6f pleaders, which are good for nothing, but

to inform or amufe the public ; and are never

i-ead by the Judges. The other Sovereigns, in-

fluenced by their political interefts, ufually dr^iermine

how they fhall a6l, before thefe manifellos appear.-

The Queen of Hungary, indeed^ had very little re-

/ Voi. IL G iiane€<
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1741.

1742.

S March*

Hancc upon them, and took care to accompany them

with formidable armies, as foon as (he could collect

her troops, and pay them with the money of her

allies. Then it was that the faci of affairs began to

change. Fortune, which had at firft been favourable

CO the new Emperor, bf^camc adverfe to him in

Auftria, and even in Bavaria. Count Segur was not

only unable to fecure the conquefts made in that

principality, but, finding himfelf too weak to keep

the field againft Count Kevenhuller, the Q^J^en of

Hungary's General, retreated under Lintz, a pretty

llrong town, fituatcd on the Danube, by means of

which he hoped to procure fome convoys. The
communication was intercepted, and in a few days he

was reduced to want provifions. Marfhal Belleifle

had long before predi6bed this difafter.

Troops are left^ faid he, in Upper Aufiria, which will

infallibly be cut off. He wrote to M. de Breceuil,

then Secretary of State in the war department, on

the 7th of December 1741, in the following terms:

I will not give up my opinion on this impor-

tant point. I can afiure you. that the misfortune

" which I forefee will happen. The -hit lource of
** our evils wi.U be, in the mixture of nations, and
" the difperftcii of tie troops."

The Marllial was fick at Frankf'^r!; when he

received the neAs that the King had ere(5led his

eftate <-/ Giiors int > .^ dutchy, as a vward for his

attentic is, his labours, and his good coanfels. He
was at i!.c fame time declared a Prince of the Empire

by Char] ^s VII. So many favours indemnified this

ambitious man for the failure of his project, the

fuccefs of which was now declining. The G ra^dl

Duke arrived in perfon before Lintz, and fummoi^-

cd the French to furrendcr themfelves ^x\\m^%,

Ufoa

<c
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Upon their refufal, he caufed his troops to enter 1742.

torch in hand, and burnt a part of his own town,
~~~*"~'

in order to bury his enemies in it's ruins. Lieu-

tenat General M. Duchatel was fent to him i and

he infilled again upon fhameful terms of capitula-

tion : fTell, faid that officer to him, ^0 you begin

to hum, and 'We'll begin to fire again. The Prince

was foftenedj and granted the honours of war to

the garrifon, upon condition that they fhould not

ferve for a twelvemonth. It feems, people's willies

were, that Count Segur^ more celebrated for his

figure than his capacity, had preferred the forcing

of his way through the enemy, fword in hand, at

the head of hi^ little army. It is certain, that

his furrender did him no honour among the mili-

tary* It is faid, that he juftified himfelf upon an

order in writing from the Cardinal j which was

thought to be very probable, on account of the fa-

vourable reception he met with from the King,

who employed him foon after. The fault, of which

he coul4 net clear himfelf, was, his not having

had the forefight to fpecify in the capitulation, by
r hat road the troops fhould retreat j fo that he was

compelled to undergo a long and laborious march,

in which mod of his folcjiers perilhed (?Qin the,^

being refufed fubfiltence.

Auftria was foon re-conquered i and the capture

of Scharding, which Marlhal Tcirring attempted in

Vain to retake, and where he even received'a coa-

fiderable check, opened Bavaria to the enemy:, an^

Was the caufe of all the misfortunes of that Elec-

torate. Colonel Steins penetrated into it by the

Tyrol, and the eity of Mdiiich furrendered to « fim- »iF«b,

^

pie partizaiT named Mcnrzel, acconn^panied only with

five thoufand men* This favage not only plunder-

Q 2 c4 \
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cd the houfes of the inhabitants and the Sovereign's

palace, but exercifed unheard-of cruelties. We
fhudder with indignation, while We call to mind

his horrible treatment of a brave citizen, who me-

rited the higheft diftindioni A rich merchant,

feeing the enemy ready to force a bridge which

communicated with the city, caufed it to be

cut down with all poflible difpatch, and incom-

moded the befiegers much from his houfe fa-

cing the bridge, where he had alfembled a fmall

chofen band. After the redudion of the city,

Mentzel hanged up, at the foot of the fame

bridge, this fccond Codes, whofe memorable name

we regret that tradition hath not tranfmitted to

us. The reft of Bavaria, after the conqueft of the

capital, remained a prey to the extortions and enor-

mities of the conqueror. Thusj while the Eleftor

was acquiring an ideal crown, he was lofing his

own dominions j he was confined in Francfort,

where the French Ambaffador was greater than he.

Affairs, which were in a better ftate in Bohemia,

footi became very defperate. Two battles f gained

by the Allies, could not prevail againft the mifun-

derftandlng between the Generals. This circum*-

ftancd undoubtedly occafioned the defedion of the

King of Pruffia, the origin of all the other difafters.

The Queen of Hungary had been fenfible of the

necelTity of getting rid of an enemy fo formidable,

from his vicinity, his youth, his aftivity, his va-

lour, his prudence, and from the combination of

the feveral qualities that conftitute the General,

f The battle of Czaflaw, gained by the Kingof Pruffia, on the

17th of May 1742; and that of Sahay, given on the 25th to

Prince Lobkowitz, by the Marlhals Sreglio and Bdleiflo, who
came off conquerors*

, j^
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the Politician, and the Statefman. She refolved to

give up to him what he had conquered i Ihc

therefore made propofals to him, convinced that

by this facrifice fhe might preferve the reft of her

dominions, and perhaps revenge herfelf for her

lofles upon the reft of her enemies. The King of

Pruffia, on his part, was perfedly fatisfied with ob-

taining by treaty the fruits of two campaigns, which

he might have Ibft again by the fate of arms, and

he had no hopes of gaining any further acquifitions.

He forefaw, that the burden of the war would in a

ihort time fall entirely upon him. The Emperor's

troops, which were commanded by bad Generals,

and were feeble in themfelves, were fubfifted only

by the money of France, and would neceflarily dif-

perfe whenever that fhould fail j which it muft foon

do. The Saxons had given no proofs of great

bravery, and had been of no ufe. When the firft

fire of the French was once excinguilhed, it was to

fce apprehended that their army, being at a diftance

from home, would grow difheartened, would dwindle

for want of recruits, would dift)and itfelf, or perifli

for want. Prudence required him to prevent all

thefe misfortunes, and even to affed a moderation

which is always becoming to conquerors, and to

aggrandize his dominions while he fpared the blood

of his fubjefts. He was not reftrained by his en-

gagements with his allies J he had begun the war

fingly, and had made his conquefts himfelf; he

therefore thought himfelf intitled to fecure them

:

he confidered himfelf as having done enough for

his allies, in having aflifted their feveral ii^vafions

by the powerful diverfions he had m:\de.

, The aegotiations could not be carried on fo fe*

Gj cretly
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1741, cretly bul that fomething of them mufl tranfpirc.
"—"" Marfhal Brogliohad even apprized his Court of them,

and fent them word feveral times, that they ought to

have no reliance upon the King of Pruflia, who had no-

thing but his own intereft in view : that 'ere long he

would be feen taking the part of the Queen ofHungary,

or at Iv^aft making peace with her, regardlefs of France

and her allies. The letters of this General obtain-

ed the Icfs credit at Verfailles, becaufe Marfhal Bel-

leifle—^who, notwithftanding all his fagacity and un-

derftanding, fufFered himfclf to be amufed by the

King, whom he frequently vifited—wrote to the

contrary. The fadt is, that this Marflial, who had

a great (hare of vanity, was mifled by the en-

comiums of a hero, who was fo^ood a judge, Fre-^

deric, on the contrary, was miftruftful of Marfhal

Broglio, who had feen through him from the firfl,

After his viftory at Czafla^, the King had fent

to him rather a haughty letter, to which was the

following poftfcript, written with his own hand :
" I

" have acquitted myfelf towards my allies, for my
" troops have juft obtained a complete viftory. It is

" your bufinefs to av^il yourfelf of it immediately,

" otherwife you may have fomething to anfwer for

*' to your allies."

Marfhal Belleifle, alarmed at this letter to Mar-

's
June- fhal Broglio, repaired to the King of Pruffia in his

camp, to perfuade him to be firm in their caufe.

His Majefly anfwered him :
*^ I give yoq notice,

*' that Prince Charles is advancing upon Marfhal
" Broglio, and that if he does not avail himfelf of
'' the advantage I have had over the Prince, I
^* will make my own peace." He knew well, that

withotJt hig afTjftance, it W3S impoffible to profit by

thi*
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this advantage j and that the French army, weaken- 1741.

cd by difeafes and want, fcarce fifteen thoufand men
*"

ftrong, far from attacking, was not even in a con-

dition to keep head againft the united troops of

Prince Charles and Lobkowitz, amounting to more
than fixty thoufand men. It therefore became nc-

ceflary to call in fpeedily the mod diftant pofts, the

communication with which was not even very eafy.

The intention of this had been to cover a greater

quantity of land at once, and by thefe feveral

points, to keep the whole of the conquered coun-

try in awe. Marfhal Broglio had oppofed this

manoeuvre, and a difpofition fo ill-contrived was

attributed to the Elector of Bavaria, or rather to

the counfels of Marfhal Belleille, whofe genius for

tadbics was found deficient upon this occafion. All

that could be done, was, with fome difficulty to

coUeft two or three corps, and endeavour to join

as foon as poffible j but there was no time for this,

Meffieurs d'Aubigne and de Boufflers, ported in front

upon the Moldaw, wre forced in their quarters 6 June,

and only reached the army in confufion. Marlhal .

Broglio, in this critical moment, concealed his ap-

prehenfions, fhewed a firm countenance to his fol-

diers, divided his little army into three parcels,

and, while the brigades of Navarre and ^njou were

bravely refilling a multitude of Croats and Hun-
garians, he crofled the rivulet of Blanitz, ranged

his troops in order of battle on the other fide, and

waited with a good countenance for the enemy,

who were ftricken with aftonil^ment at fo bold a

manoeuvre. The enemy flopped on the borders

of the rivulet, not daring to crofs it. In the night,

G4 the
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I

1

174a, the Marfhal moved off, ftole a march, and arrivecj .

"

without any check under the cannon of Prague, the

rendezvous of the fuccours he cxpecled.

A retreat fo excellent, and fo bold, deferved, un-

doubtedly, the applaufe of the King of Pruflla; he

was too fkilful not to be fenfible of it's merit ; but

after all, it was only a retreat, and that was the

very rcverfe of what he required. It announced the

inability of the French to attack, and even to main-

tain their conquefts, if that ally fhould fail them.

The only method of keeping him attached to the

caufe, would have been to be ftrong enough to do

without him, to have the hundred thoufand men
demanded by Marfhal Bellcifle, and to keep him

in awe by this great fuperiority. The oeconomy of

Cardinal Fleuri rendered fruitlefs all the expences

that had been incurred to place Charles VII. upon

the Imperial throne, and to I'upport him. From
what happened, the King of Pruffia was more con-

vinced of the neceflity of terminating, by figning

the treaty of Breflaw, on the nth of June, five
'

days after the check on the Moldaw. It was fettled

under the aufpices of England, Even the Britiih

Minifter, Lord Hindford, was invefted with powers

from the Queen, and figned it in her name. The
terms of peace on her part, were the ceflion of all

Silefia, and the county of Glatz.

Saxony was to be included in this treaty, pro-

vided, that within the te^m of fixteen days from it's

notification, their troops withdreyv themfelves from

the French. This they had done a long while bc-

fprc the term, and, in fad, had never been of any,

great ufe.

In the mean \yhile, the a6livity of Marfhal E|el-

le'ifie
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leifle had hurried him to the Court of Drefden, in

order to prevent this new defcdion : he could not

put a (lop to it ; and Auguftus III. renounced his

pretenfions *.

The Saxons at leail made up a number, and the ina-*

bility ofthe French appeared then in full view. Their

army, coUefted and recruited, did notamount to 30,000

men i were in a foreign country, without fuccours,

and deftitute of allies ; they wanted fubfiftence, and

the means of procuring any j they were detefted in

the conquered towns, the language of which they

were not fufficiently acquainted with, even to ex-

prefs their wants. Add to all this, the wait of fub-

ordination among the fubalterns, and the rivallhip

between the Generals. How was it poflible that

fuch an army {hould have been able to (land againft

that of Prince Charles, whofe numbers were fuperior,

who was beloved by his troops and fubjefts, who
was in a fituation to increafe. his army daily, and to

obtain, without interruption, provifions, ammunition,

and money ? It ought to be confidered as a prodigy

of valour, good conduft, and firmnefs, that they

were able to hold out fix months longer in Bohemia,

after the fatal treaty of the King of Pruflia.

t Marlhal Belleifle was returned from Drefden into

camp, and this was the circumllance that occafioned

f He had married the cldeft daughter of the Emperor Joieph,

Charles's eldeft brothier. It had been ordained in 1703, that the

daughters of Jofeph (hould inherit, to the exclufion of thofe of

Charlei VI. in cafe the two brothers fhould die without ipale

iflue. Charles VI. had annulled the Pragmatic San£lion of Jo-
feph, and, having had his nieces in his power, had procured

matches for them, only by leaking them renounce their rights ;

and this was confidered as an aft of compulfipn.

89

174*.
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* July.

iy^2. the rivalihip we have been mentioning. He had

the patent of General in Bohemia; but Marlhal

Broglio being the oldeft officer, infifted upon re-

taining the command : the principal officers knew

not whom they were to obey. Cardinal Fleuri, in

preferving to the former the King's confidence, did

not decide the point in a fufficiently pofitive man^

ner, and could not at laft hit upon any other ex-

pcdient but that of recalling the latter.

In the mean while the army was invefted. For-

tunately, Marlhal Broglio, after having thrown

ibme of his troops into Prague, had had the time to

encamp the reft around the walls, by throwing up

fome ftrong intrenchments i but the effects of famine

foon began to fhew themfelves. Marfhal BelleiQe,

whofe fuperior talents for negotiation were acknow-

ledged by his rival, entered into conferences with

Count Konigfeck, and propofed to furrender the

town to the Queen, provided Ihe would give the

French army, and the garrifon, leave to retire where

they pleafed, with their arms, artillery, and baggage.

He fupported this propofal with all the motives,

which the defpair of the belieged* the interefts of the

Queen, and the prefervation of a flouriftiing capital,

could fuggeft. It was rejeded ; it was ftipulated,

tl^at the army fhould furrender prifoners of war :

.

it was expefted, that they would be reduced by

famine, without any regard to one hundred thou-

fand inhabitants, who were ftarved at the fame

time. The blockade was continued more than a month

Without fuccef« i large detachments fcoured the

;

countries, and gave no quarter to the French. One ^

of thefe parties, under the command of a man
named Trenck, fell upon a fmall defencelefs fpot,

vhich had been converted into an hofpital, where

» there
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there were at lead 800 fick men, guarded by about 174a.

200, who furrendered inftantly j they were all put
"

to the fword without mercy. Thefe cruelties ferving

only to increafe the courage of tlie befie^ed, the

Queen of Hungary, who was extremely dcfirous of

recovering this capital, ordered fiege to be laid to it

in form. She fent away all the horfes from her

ftablcs, to convey the artillery and ammunition : the

Nobles of her Court imitated her example, by pay-

ing with their own money for the horfes of the wag-

goners. Thefe circumftances, while they Ihewed the

ardour of the Sovereign, and the zeal of her atten- '

dants, furniflied at the fame time a proof of her

exhaufted ftate.

At length the trenches were opened, and the

works carried on with alacrity ; but the French in

one day deftroyed all that had been executed, A
fally of twelve thoufrnd men, remarkable among
many others, and which was executed on the 2 2d of

Auguft, convinced the befiegers of the danger and

difficulty of their enterprize. The French re-entered

the city conquerors, conveying along with them two

hundred prifoners. General Monti, fome colours,

and fome pieces of canon j but deploring the loft

of the Marquifles de Tefle, de Clermont, de Molac,

and other officers of diftinftion, and bringing back

the Duke de Biron, who had commanded them oa
this bloody day, wounded. " 'V:

This great a6lion, equivalent to a battle, would
only have ferved to haften the reduction of the placo^

ty weakening it's defence, if the Auftrian artillery

had been as well ferved as it was numerous and for-

midable, and if the engineers had been more (kilful,

Thejr depended entirely upon time and famine. The
famine
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famine became extreme : fince the end of July, horfe^

flclh had been eaten at the beil tables, and the price

of it was more than three livres • the pound. There

needed not fo much to bring the Cardinal back to his

ideas of tranquillity ; he would have had a right to

find fault with Marfhal Belleifle, if he had conformed

entirely to his plan j but he knew too well the ex-

cufe that General might alledge, and he chofe rather

to continue his confidence in him. He flattered

himfelf that he would fincerely concur in his pacific

difpofitions. He made him deliver a letter from

himfelf to Count Kinigfeck, wherein he exprefsly

faid : " many perfons know how much I have op-
" pofcd the refolutions we have taken, and that I

" have in fome meafure been compelled to confent

*' to them. Yoijr Excellency is too well acquainted

with all that pafles, not to conjeflure who is the

perfon who hath ufed his utmoft endeavours to de-^

tcrmine the King to enter into a league fu contrary

*' to my inclinations and my principles."

It was certainly a Angular circumftance, that Mar-.

flial Belleifle fliouJd be the bearer of a letter which

cenfurcd him fo heavily. We rqufl: conclude, that

the niattcr was agreed upon between therpi and that

ithe Marflial, as a fubtle Courtier, h^d confented that

all the blame fhould be cafl: upon him, in the mind
of the Queen of Hungary's Plenipotentiary. The
old Minifter made himfelf by this ftep lefs difagree-r

?ible to the Coyrt ofVienna, but he rendered the per-

foji of the negotiator more odious. Befides, he manin

fefted a want of firmnefs, and it was very incautious

in him thus to expofe his weakncfs to the enemy.

<(C

«
€t

.&nT -f
• Two /hillings and fix pence.

. * '{ The
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The refult of this was, what he ought to have forc-

fecn : his letter excited only contempt. The only

anfwer the Queen of Hungary gave to it, was to have

it publifhed. This produced complaints from the

Cardinal to the Aullrian General i he told him, that

in future he would not befo ready to write to him. The
fecond letter was publifhed as the former, and his

Eminence was reduced to the neceflity of difavowing

his letters, as he had di favowed the war. Thcfe

wrong proceedings, which were not, however, the

lefs fatal, were imputed to his great age. . ,,."i

The Prime Minifter, unable to alleviate the mif-

fortunes of the army of Bohemia, had the folly to

endeavour to conceal the height of them from the

King. It cannot be faid how far he would have car-

ried this dangerous difcretion. Fortunately, a ftrata-

gem was hit upon, which fucceeded. A letter was

fent to Madame de Mailly, in which their dreadful

fituation was defcribed. This was, perhaps, the firft

time that the favourite had hear'd any thing about

affairs of State. She concluded, it was of the utmoft

importance that his Majefty Ihould be informed of

it, and therefore left the letter carelefsly upon the

table, being perfuaded that her auguft lover, from

motives of curiofity and jealoufy, would not fail to

feize upon it. He did in fad: read it, and was

ftricken with aftonifhment: he feemed piqued againft

his Governor, who Hill treated him as a pupil j but

fuch was his flavery, that he did not dare cxprefs the

lead diffatisfadtion to him upon the fubjeft. He
only caufed the Council to be aflembled in his pre-

lence, where it was difcufled, whether the troops Ihut

wp in Prague fhould be fuccoured or not. The

Cardinal was on the negative fade of the queilion

:

n
1742.
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174a* he reprcfentcd the immenfe fums already lavilhed^

fdr a Prince who did not exert himfelf j but the

grcateft part of the Minifters, and efpecially M. Orry^

Comptroller General, though he owed his elevation

to the Cardinal, oppofcd him. They demonftrated

to the King, that his glory, and the honour of the

nation, were concerned, not only in relieving the

French, but in continuing to fupport the Emperor j

a fupport which became ftill the more neccflary, in

tondderation of the great exertions already made in

his favour : in a word, they Ihewed the danger to be

fo extreme, that there was no need of hcfitation, in

ordering Marihal Maillebois to march fpeedily into

Bohemia, at the head of the troops. In order to re-

move any anxiety the Cardinal might have refpeft*

ing the means of finance, which was the circum-

ftance particularly ftriking to him^ M. Orry af-

fured him, that money Ihould not be wanting

;

and that he had upwards of feventy millions * in re-

ferve for this expedition. One very ftrong obje<5tiofl

ftill remained j which was, that this army, marching

from the borders of the Rhine, to penetrate into Bo-

hemia, would leave the kingdom defencelefs, and

even at the mercy of the Dutch; though, indeed, every

neceffary ftep had been taken to conciliate them. A
September treaty of commerce, navigation, and maritime af-

'^***
fairs, hadjuft been concluded with themj by which

the fame rights, privilegesi and exemptions, were

granted to the fubjefts of the United Provinces, as

to the King's fubje(5ls, in the feas> portsj and roads

of France, without their payingiieavier duties 5 and,

although reciprocal privileges were granted to the

. : ;v^>v^ • jj^jjy ^j,j.g^ milliofis fterHng, i
:f*

^ -K,^*-

.-^•''>H-^ .
.

'"-;'*
,

'
-' French
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15 Nor,

17+1.

French in the feas, roads, and ports of Holland, yet 1742.

it is evident, confidering the extenfivenefs of their

trade, that, notwithfVanding the parity of the terms,

the advantage was by no means equal. The Mar-
quis of Fenelon, the King's Ambaflador in Holland,

had declared to the States General, that his Majefty*s

intention, in giving fuccours to the Eledlor of Ba-

varia, had not been to make any conquefts for his

own benefit, nor to increafe his power ; and that he

had no other obgeft in view, but the fupport of his

allies, and the interefts of the Empire. At length,

the AmbaflTador Fenelon himfelf became reiponfible

for the neutrality of the States. ^* ' -' r -^ -V'

" But there were ftill fome apprehenfions on the part

of England ; thcfupplc and pacific Robert Walpole,

had been replaced by the impetuous and turbulent

Carteret. The latter had rejefted with haughtincfs the

overtures of the Cardinal, and even thofe of the Em-
peror, who had in vain offered to fecularize the bifhop-

rics of Ofnabrug and Hildelheim, and to give them

up as the property of the Eledor of Hanover, agree-

ably to his claims. His army, afTembled near Bruf-

fels fince the fpring, and commanded by Lora Stair,

bred up under Marlborough—being no longer

kept in awe by that, which had compelled his mailer

to fign an apparent neutrality for his German do*

minions, might at every inftant break this neutrality,

and make an irruption. There were fcarce mofc

than twenty thoufand men remaining in the heart

of the kingdom to oppofe to it, in the firft inftance. In

fo embarrafUng a fituation, it became indifpenfabyy

neceflfary to confult the oldeft and moft able Gene-

rals. Marital Puyfegur reprefented the difficulties

and dangers of the new expedition; Marihal No^iilles

agreed
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1742. agreed with him, but infifted upon the neceffity a(

~"
iti and Marihal d'Asfcld was of the fame opinion. •

The King, whofc judgment was always excellent;

when it was not fubjed to others, determined in

favour of this hazardous, but urgent enterprize. An-
other point ftill remained to be decided : by what

road the army fhould march, and to what place it

was to be conducted. The Emperor afked for it in

his Electorate ; he wrote word, that to fend it into

Bohemia, was to weaken it, by a long, flow, and

difficult march, and therefore to defeat it's intention

;

fince it would be unable to undertake any thing, on

account of the ruinous (late it would {be in : that on

the contrary, to deliver Bavaria, would be to de-

liver Prague, and to force the Auftrians to march

precipitately towards the Danube. The Emperor,

moreover, wifhed to command this army. His con-

duit had not yet infpired fuch a degree ofconfidence,

that he Ihould be intrufted with this laft refource.

The Cardinal alledged the ridiculous pretence, that

the army was not powerful enough to be under the

command of a Sovereign of fuch importance j and

that they were not able to give him a retinue pro-

portioned to the dignity of the Imperial Crown. He
exprefled himfelf thus in his letter : " Would it be-

" come an Emperor to appear at the head ofour armies,-

*• without the train fuitable to his d gnity i" This

was an extreme humiliating obfervation to the Em-
peror, while it feemed to flatter hi» vanity $ it was

a fevere mockery of a Prince, who fubfifted only

upon fix millions * granted to him by France, j^ ,v{'j^,.

Two hundred and fifty rhonfand pounds* ; ^ t f?*^
-^

^
r0^'

,• '^; ^^%>f,wriL''iXif<^v:jstXiTV'Sr'7: 'VX'.V'^S' ^^'

Marihal

m
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1742."Marlhal Maillcbois, who commanded the army,

and thought more of himfelf than of the Generals

lliut up in Prague, fupported the demand of

Charles VII. becaufe he flattered himfelf that he

Ihould find more provifions in Bavaria, than in the

arid pafTes of Bohemia. Puyfegur, always circum-

fped:, and compelled to accede to the opinion of the

others, for fending away the army, thought at leaft

that Maillcbois fhould be left at liberty to purfue

what route he pleafed. Thefe temporizing coun-

fels did not fulfil the eflential objeft, or at lead, might

make it mifcarry. No time was to be loft j it was

therefore refolved to proceed with the army into

Bohemia, and by forced marches.

At this news the army of Prague teftified inex-

preflible joy j and it's ardour was re-animated, while

that of the enemy was proportionally dampt j the

latter began to lofe the hopes of making two cele-

brated Marlhals of France, with an army of twenty '

thoufand men, prifoners.
^ .

' They renewed the negotiations they had rejefted ;

but Marlhal Belleifle, in his turn, refufed all their

propofals } and the Queen, who had had a riding-

drefs made to enter into Prague in triumph, on horfe-

back, at the head of her viftorious troops, was obliged

to order the raifing of the fiege, and to make her

army march to the extremities of the kingdom, in 14 Sepu

order to ftop up the entrance into it. '• ^** '''

In the mean time the anxiety was very great at

,

Verfailles, and was not removed *till information was'

received that Marfhal Maillcbois had fuccefsfuUy ;^'

advanced to the frontiers* of Bohemia •, that he had

been reinforced by fifteen thoufand recruits, fent

fome months before under the command of the Duke
Vol. II. H ©f
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1742. of Harcoiirt, who had not been able to reach his

dedination, and had had much difficulty to tnaintain

hinnfclf along the Danube againft a luperior enemy j

and laftly, notwithllanding the efforts of Prince

Charles, he reckoned, that in a listle time he fliould

join Marfhal Broglio, who^ on his part, had begun

his march with fome of his troops, to haften and fa-

cilitate their jundtion, while Marflial BelleiOc had

remained in Prague with the reft. Count Saxc, well ac-

quainted with the topography of the country, had alfo

joined Marfhal Maiilebois with about fourteen thou-

:^nd men; and in a council of war, ftaked his life, that

he would convey the army, without oppofition,through

a pafs, which he knew; but nothing could determine

the General to move forward. His defenders, and

cfpecially Voltaire, exhauft themfelvcs in arguments

to juftify him. The ftrongeft argoment tliey adduce

in {lis fupport, is the letters of the Cardinal, who
wrote to him twice :

** Take care not to rifque the
•* honour of his Majefty^s armies, and do not engage
" in any affair, the fucCefs of which may be doubtful.**^

^ut what do thefc words mean, any more than

that the Cardinal relied on his prudence I Thefc

ambiguous expreffions, therefore, calculated to in-

creafe the pnfillanimity of a timid General, would

only have fcrved to excite the ardour of one more
intrepid. What, in fa6l, was the objedt upon which

Maiilebois wasfent ? Did he fulfil that objcft ? Did
he do every thing in his power to fulfil it I Upon
thcfe three points it is that his conduft muft be

judged. His objecft was, not, only to caufe thefiege

ofPrague to be raifed, which his diverfion in Bavaria

would equally have done, but alfo to fave, by his

junction, a whok arm;g^ which being fiiutujg on all
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fides in an enemy's country, mud othcrwifc have

pcriflied with famine, mifery, and dcfpair. He
could not cffeft this lalutary purpofe without beat-

ing the enemy, and without forcing the paflcs of Bo-

hemia : this he Itnew at fetting off. "With an army
therefore of fixty thoufand men, well appointed, full

of fire, and which breathed nothing but aftion, hei

ought to have hazarded a battle, the moft fatal ifllic

of which could not have been productive of more
mifchief than that which refulted from his inaftivity

alone. When there was no longer time for it, and
when the armv had no more than a week's bread, he

aflcmbled a Council ofWar. Ail the General Officers

were of opinion to return. The Count d'Eftrees

alonej who was in Egra, wrote word: " I fee no
" other ftep to be taken, but either to colleft all our
" forces, and to fight, or elfe not to go any further."

M^llebois thinking himfelf fufficiently authorifed

by the reft, left Egra to the guard of the Marquii

d'Herouville, turned to his right, took the route of

the Danube^ and endeavoured to raife fome appre-

henfions in the enemy for Auftria. The Grand

Duke went to cover Paffaw, which is the key of it.

Genetal Berenklaw went out of Munich, where he

was blocked up. Count Seckendorffent four thou-

fand men to take pofleflion of it in the name of the

Emperor. This was the fecond time that the Au-
ilrians evacuated this conquered city, which was

thrice reconquered, and at length totally ruined the

laft time,

; The' difcontents were extreme at Paris, where there

'ii*einCeffantly a multitude of idle fpcculators, tor-

mented, notwithftanding the danger, with the thirft

offpeafcing, who often criticiie, with equal judgment

Ha and

99
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1742. and fagacity, the operations of Government and of
'

the Generals. The reftlefsnefs natural to the nation,

had made them eager for war ; they foon cenfured

the mode of carrying it on : they felt the burthen

of an Emperor, who had nothing but the title : they

admired the Queen of Hungary ; and they wilhedto

be avenged of the King of Pruflia, who, fecuring to

himfelf all the advantage of the viftory, had left to

us the cmbarraflmcnt, the expences, and fatal confe-

quences of it : their attention at this inftant was

turned towards Bohemia j they hoped that they fhould

fee the delivery of fuch a number of brave men,

among whom there was fcarce any one who had not

iome relations or friends. The indignation became

univerfal, when information was received of the igno-

minious manoeuvre of Maillebois. The public was

gratified with his being recalled and difgracedj he

was fuperfeded by Marlhal Broglio, and Marmal
Belleiflewas thus leftmafterofthe operations, which

had hitherto been too much confined by the rival-

fhip between thofe two commanders. Belleifle was

again blocked up in Prague by Prince Lobkowitz:

the calamities of a fiege were felt more violently than

ever; the rigour of the feafon erihanced thefe calami-

ties, and the fituation of the city was infinitely more
dreadful than before, becaufe there remained no hope

' of being relieved; and thus all the General's re-

fources were now only in himfelf. If we credit this

Commander, his mcafures were taken for all the

orders that could be given him. If he were ordered

to hold out, he would anfwer for the garrifon for

four months, if not, he made a point of conducing

it toEgra. The Court chofe the latte refolution;

the Marfhal was allowed to leave the city^ and to

^; '-/v. . r;.: -•
;.;.,. carry
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carry away his troops. This permifllon, however,

was to be obtained from enemies more exafperatcd

than ever. In fadt, how could he venture to crofs,

in a rigorous feafon, an extent of thirty eight leagues

of a ruined country, without provifions, without

magazines, without cavalry, furroundcd by an army,

and continually harraflfed by multitudes of light

troops ? The Marihal was not ftartled at all thefe

obftacles j he concealed his defign under Jf veil of

impenetrable fecrecyj provided for every thing,

ordered his arrangements under another pretence,

and deceived Prince Lobkowitz, the inhabitants ofthe

city, the Prince's fpies, and even his own. He
marched out in the night, from the i6th to the 17th

of December, with eleven thoufand infantry and

three thoufand two hundred and fifty cavalry, took

with him the mod diftinguifhed hoftages of the city,

thirty pieces of cannon, and provifions for twelve

days. With this train he penetrated through plains

covered with fnow, having to encounter the cold, to-

gether with a multitude of Huflars, Croats, Pandours,

and Tolpaches. The cold was fo extreme, that it

deftroyed upwards of eight hundred foldiers, and that

one of the hoftages died in the Marfhal's carriage.

The Huflars are Hungarian horfemen, mounted

upon fmall, light, and indefatigable horfes. The
Croats, called in French Cravates, are the militia of

Croatia. The Pandours are Sclavonians, who in-

habit the borders of the Drave and the Save : they

V^ear a long coat j have feveral piftols at their girdle,

a fabre, and a dagger. The Tolpaches are Hun-
garian infantry, armed with a mufquet, two piftols,

^nd a fabre. Such were the irregular troops, or

rather the robbers, more barbarous than their names^

1742.
1. 1 l .iU '!
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1742. wliom the French had continually to encounter, it;

"~~~'
their rear and on their flank i but the General,

though lick, and unable to mount his horfe, did not

abandon his little army j he had himlelf conveyed

to all parts where his prefence was neceffary, pre-

vented his troops from being penetrated, and con-

trived to prote6b them froni the vigilance, afbivity,

and cruelty of thefe favage hords : he avoided the

defiles, "Where any regular troops lay in ambufh for

him, and arrived at Egra without receiving the leaft

check. So fine a retreat has been compared to that

of the ten thoufand, with this difference, that the

latter, which happened more than two thoufand years

ago, and is recounted by the General himfelf, is very

fufpicious in fome points; while the other, which

has happened in our days, and under our own eyes *,

is yet attefted by perfons prefentj and, haying re-

jnained uncontroverted by their enemies, ftill con-

tinues to excite general admiration. r> rti»"ft,

;

The Auftrian General, exafperated at having fuf-

fered fo good a prey to efcape, returned to Prague,

and fummoned the city to furrender, M. de Che-

vert, whom the Marihal had left there with a garri-

fon of about fix,thoufand men, but chiefly compofed

of fick and wounded perfons, threatened to fct fire to

the town, and to bury hiqnfelf in it's ruins, unlefs the

honours of war were granted to him, and unlefs he

were allowed to join the main army, with all his gar-

• A fceptic might ufe very plaufible arguments, to invalidate

even thb latter event. Does not Voltaire agree, in hia Biftory of

tba Ift $f 1741, that it hath always been a queftion, whether the

French troops had been as far as Caden, or notf Does he not

ufe all his efforts to aathenticate the fad ? And yet, after hav-

ing read him, have w^ not 9^ righ( to fay, that \^ has not refolve^

ihedifficalty?

^ - - '
' rifon.
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7 Sept.

rifon. He obtained every thing he widied, and with- 1742.

drew to Egra. This was the only town in Bohemia,

which the Emperor ftill poffefled, and which he loft

the following year. He found himfelf, by a revolu-

tion as rapid as his fortune had been, deprived of all

his conquefts, upon the point of being bereft of his

own dominions for the third time, and ftill fatisfied

with preferving, through the proteftion of Lewis XV,
an impofing title, but little refpedted, when not fup-

portcd by power. Accordingly, the Queen of Hun-
gary, who had caufed herfelf to be crowned at Prague,

on the 1 2th of May 1743, retorted upon him all the

trouble, and all the difgraces he had brought upon

her, and compelled the States of Bavaria to fwear »
3
Sept.

allegiance to her. ''"' v^. ;• '

The Queen celebrated the furrender of the capital

of Bohemia by a moft magnificent and gallant fefti-

val, which flie gave at Vienna. It was a race of

horfes and chariots, in imitation of the Greeks, and

which was fo much the more Angular, as there were

none but ladies, at the head of whom was Maria

Thercfa herfelf, and her fifter, the Princefs of Lor-

raine, who entered the lifts to difpute the prize.

This was a fight hitherto unknown in Europe, and

in the reft of the world. Her intention had been,

with reafon, perfonaily to celebrate the triumph of

her fex. If fhc had not been diftinguifhcd by her

ranki her beauty would have attraftcd every eye.

In the flower of her age, Ihe ftill preferved all the

bfilli^ncy of youth: (he was tall, and had a moft

rtiajeftic depor'tment. With thefe perfonal qualities,

|he poffefled others more eflential—a great deal of

uftderftanding, with a firmnefs of mind rarely to be
,

found even among men. She had gained the hearts

l^f all the people by a popular afi^abilityj unknown to

H4 \ .he?
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1742. her anceftors. She had banifhed that haughtinefa

and etiquette, which they had never relinquilhed.

The Archdutchefs, her aunt, who governed the Low
Countries, had never fuffered any perfop at her ta-

ble } while Maria Therefa admitted to her's all the

ladies, and all officers of merit. She gave regular

audiences, where freedom of fpeech was allowed;

and if any petition was not granted, at leail the pe-

titioners departed fatisfied with her. This charadler

of mildnefs and magnanimity, fupported during a

reign of forty years, may ferve as an anfwer to thofe

who reproach her with the cruelties committed dur-

ing this war by her troops, which were frequently an

aflemblage of undifciplined, fierce, and fanguinary

nations, whom fhe Hood in need of, and at whofe

mercy even the Sovereign herfelf was obliged to be.

It was undoubtedly the deep fenfe of her misfortunes,

that was the motive of her obftinacy in refufing to

acknowledge, as Head of the Empire, a Prince

eledled according to all it's formalities, but who was

the immediate author of all her calamities. If, inr

deed, any thing could excufe, to the eyes of huma-

nity, a revenge wl^ich fpilt the blood of fo many of

her fubjefts, ai)d of all the inhabitants of Europe, it

would be the fight of that dreadful diftrefs to whicl^

ihe had been reduce4.

Thefe timesj were ngw no nciore : the face of the

Queen's affairs was cjianged, not only in Germany^

but in Italy alfq. The King of Sardinia, one of the

claimants in t)ie firft inflance, had lai4 hi$ preten«>

fions upon the Milanefe—had expofed his rights in

a manifeflo—had put troops on foot to fupport

them—and had acceded to the treaty of alliance be-

tween France and the Elector of Bavaria^ in the hope

,. :. '
•

•
- •
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1742.of receiving reciprocal fuccours, 2.ri^. of enriching

himfelf with the fpoiis of the unfortunate Maria —-^-^

Therefa. But as foon as the Spaniards, whofe views

t/ere fimilar to his, had fent fome troops into the

difputed countries, he difcovered the error of his po-

litics : he readily conceived, that he fhould not aft

for his own advantage, but that, after having exr

haufted his powers for ungrateful allies, the Spa-

niards would reap the benefit. All things confi-

dered, he would rather have feen the dutchy in the

poirefTion of the Houfe of Auftria, than in that of

the Houfe of Bourbon, whofe vicinity and aggran-

dizement in Italy he dreaded. In imitation of the

King of Pruflia, paying no further regard to the

faith of his engagements, than as they were ufeful to

him, he fuddenly changed fides, and concluded with '

the Queen of Hungary a convention, by which, with

the exceptions of his right? apc^ pfetenfions, hejoined

himfelf with her againft the cojiimon enemy. This

was a treaty made between two enemies, dictated by

urgent necefiity, againil a third. He accordingly

joined his troops to thofe of the Queen, and feized

upon the dutchy of Moden^, The Sovereign of

this petty Hate, married to a Princefs of the blood

of France, and fecretly attached to Spain, affed^ed a

neutrality which he could not keep. A prey to the

ftrong^ft party, he loft his principality, which was Mayi?^,

ruined j and, as an iridemnity, he received the title

of Generaliflimo of his Catholic Majefty. ^y his.

defeftion, the King of Sardinia, who, as we have ob-

ferved before, opens and fhuts at pleafure the gates

of Italy on the fide of the Alps, preferved the Mi-
lanefe to his rival, whom he wilhed, according to his .

firft plan, to have deprived of it. Further, he ren- !

derc4

I
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1742. dercd her an incftimable fervice, in keeping forty

'~~"~~*
thoufand French, and as many Spaniards, employed

in that country, who were confuming themfelves in

vain efforts, which they might have exerted in other

parts to a much better purpofe. '

The King of Spain had begun his hodilities, by

conveying into Italy, by fea, a body of troops, which,

were advancing towards Ferrara, under the command
of the Duke de Montemar, who, having acquired

the glorious furnamc of Bitonto in thofe regions,

ought to have been prompted to fupport it. The
moft lingular circumftance is, that his troops, which

were obliged to pafs over the territories of Tufcany,

had received the permiflion of the Grand Puke, de-

clared neuter in the cayfe of his wife, '- ' ^^
*

?7 May. Pon PhUip, on his part, went into Italy by land,

with more troops, and paffed through France. This

was all that could be obtained of the Cardinal i who,

not having fufficient firmnefs to obferve a perfect

peytrality, was equally incapable of vigorous ex-

ertions, which might have brought on a fpeedy

peace. This irruption, in faft, was Jiot attended

with any happy effeft ; and before the end of the

campaign, after a few advantages, Don Philip wa§

obliged to retreat, and get back into Dauphiny.

The affairs of hh Catholic Majefty were not more

advanced in the heart of Italy, than on the frontiers,

The King of the two Sicilies had been obliged to

withdraw his troops ; and, while others were forced

to break the neutrality, this Prince was compelled to

obferve it—the fon Was not permitted to give Aic-

cours to his father. An Englilh fquadron prefented

itfelf before the port of Naples : it was conimanded

by taptain Martin. This officer, belon|;ing to a

nation
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nation which affefts to refemble the Romans in every

thing—which frequently exhibits the fame grandeur,

the fame injuftice, and the fame infolence—threatened

the King, that he would bombard his capital, unlefs

he relinqiiiflied the interefts of Spain. In imitation

of Popilius, he allowed him only an hour to take his

refolution : the King was obliged to fubmit. This

was, in fad, no more than a reprifal of the conduct

of France, refpedling Hanover, Holland, and thole

petty Princes of Germany, who are always dragged

into the vortex of the greater Powers. The only

difference was, that the conduft of England was

more open and daring. In a word, it was ftill the

fight of the ftrongeft, under the fad oppreflion of

which mankind groan, from one end of the univeric

to the other j and for which, if there be any confo-

lation, it is to fee the oppreffors become viftims in

their turn.

The Duke de Montemar, weakened by the defec-

tion of the King of Naples—driven from one poll to

another, and prefled by the Auftrians—-was conti-

nually lofing ground : he would infallibly have fallen

a facrifice, had it not been for the diverfion of Don
Philip. His ill-fortune, which was the effcft of the

circumftanccs, was imputed to him j and he became

famous in this fccond Italian war, only by his dif-

grace. He was fuccceded by Count Gages j who,

having not had more fuccefs, for ^ant of fufficicnt

forces^ juftified his predeceflbr.

Thcfe were nothing more than the preludes to

more confiderable events. Amidft the general con-

fufion prevailing ij^ the affairs of Europe, it was no

longer poffible that they fhould be fettled without a

yiolcrjt crifis, which could only arifc from the ihock
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put him into his coach, and he expired as he arrived

at Paris. So refined an attention, or rather, fo atro-

cious a piece of inhumanity, which excited a general

clamour, and coft the Marquis de Breteuil his life,

did not prolong for many days that of the Cardinal.

He died on the 2 9th of January. He had fufFered a

long time, and with a great deal of firmnefs. He
preferved all his prcfence of mind almoft to his lateft

breath. The King paid him two vifits during his

illnefs, and was a witnefs of his end j he brought the

Dauphin into his room, and, while the young Prince

was kept at a diftance from the dying' man, the Car-

dinal defired he fhould be brought near : // is good

for hinii fa id he, to be ufed to fucb fights ', a philofo-

phical expreffion, but too inconfiftent with the lan-

guage of a Courtier, to have efcaped him at an ear-

lier period : it was a fure indication, that he was no

longer attached to this world. Thefe were the laft

words he fpoke. It is faid, that in the courfe of his

converfations with the King, while he was giving his

Majefty an account of the ftate of the kingdom, and

of theconduft he thought it neceflary to purfue in

the prefent ftate of Europe, he had infpired him
with an averfion for the Cardinal de Tencin, a man
of good underftanding, who appeared to have gained

his efteem and confidence—who was juft entered

into the Council—and whom he had even flattered

with the hopes of fucceeding him j a Prelate, be-

fides, who in his principles was ftrongly attached to

the Molinifts and the Jefuits. This falfe dealing

can only be attributed to tlic apprehenfion Fleuri

had, that this Minifter would too foon obliterate his

memory. The apprehcnfion, indeed, arofe from his

mode of thinking, which qualifies, and in fonie mea-

fure
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Cifivc revolution, fuited to the defpcrate fitUatlon of 1743*

affairs. France was then in the ftatc of a fick man,

\yhore life is dcfpaired of, given over by his phyfi-

dans, and left to the perilous experinnents of an em-

.piric. In 1726, it was a healthy ftrong ffian, who had

experienced fame indi/fq/tiion, and wanted nothing more

than a little regulation of diet. Such was the accurate

comparifon drawn by the Cardinal himfelf, in anfwer

to a projedt of innovation in the finance. He thus

gave a previous defcription of the nature of his. go-

vernment, which, in every particular, bore the m^rks

of his mild and tranquil difpofition. The political

faults and errors of adminiftration, which have been

imputed to him, were ftill the effefts of the fame

principle. If he neglefted the navy, it was in order

to keep peace with England—if he was too free in

the employment of letters de cachet, it was to keep

peace in the church—if he placed too much confi-

dence in the Farmers General, and confolidated that

devouring body to the heart of the State, it was to

prevent the troubles occafioned by changes and ap-

parent improvements. In a word, he never at-

tempted to be great, but always ftrove to be ufeful.

* His moderation attended him in all the periods

of his life, at every age, and in all circumftances

;

it direfted even his pafTions, and, by an extraordi-

nary fingularity, became the caufe of his greatncfs.

Lewis XIV. had long refufed him d bifhoprici and
he waited for it with refignation. This modeliy

pleafed the King, who gave him the bifhopric of

Frejus, when he had given over all thoughts of ob-

taining one. His Majefly told him : / have made

yau^wfiii rather long, becaufe you had tea many, friends
'" " "

"

wl^ ,
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R=>"-i one of th. mo? amiT' '"'''" *^ Abbe ^
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When he came there, he was truly calculated to fuc-

ccecl, ami was himfclf lenfilJe of it in the firil in-

ftance. Wh'^n he was obliged to remove to a

diftance from Cuiirr, the refidcnce of Frejus dif-

pleafed him : he ufcd to fay in jefl, thai its foon as he

had feen his wifcy he ^rew difgujled of his marriage i

and his Eminence figned a letter, written in the fame

ilile of pleafantry : Fleuri, by the indignation of Hea^

ven, Bifhop of Frejus,

The fair fex was charmed with his agreeable per-

fon and manners j and he gained the attachment

of the men by his outward fimplicity and fecming

candour, for he was not always the fame as he ap-

peared to be. His hypocrify, however, had nothing

mean or odious in it. In other men, this vice is not

only an habitual reftraint of their difpofition, but

alfo a laborious effort to affume a different charac-

ter. In him, it was the natural addrefs of difplay-

ing his own only to a certain degree, in the neceffary

point of view, and in the moft feducing and moft

favourable light. .

With this art of appearing always the fame,

while he modelled himfelf in a hundred different

ways, he obtained every thing he wifhed. In 1728,

he enchanted the Congrefs of Soiffons, merely by his

prefence. Soon after, like another Neftor, the honey

diftilledfrom his lips, and he gained overall the fuf-

frages. The Plenipotentiaries looked upon hrm as

their father. Several Princes of the Empire, and

even the Emperor Charles VI. himfelf. fometimes

gave him this title in their letters. At the time of

the vacancy of the throne of Poland, an improper

ufe was made of his reputation of being a pacific man.

The Chancellor declared loudly, that any thing might

Vol. II. I be
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1743. be attempted againft Staniflaus, and that the Cardi-

nal would fufFer it. He did not however fuffcr it,

and, by giving way to events, terminated this war

• with much greater advantage than he expeftcd.

His death would have happened, before France had

experienced any rtiisfortune under his government, if,

by flattering his pacific turn, he had not been drawn

into the war of 1741, which, though begun with

brilliancy, became afterwards unfortunate, and con-

tinued fo to the end of his career. One of the

greateft calamities it occafioned, was the tax of

the tenth. This tax had been levied for the firft

\ time in 17 10, by Lewis XIV. that is to fay, after

ten years of a moft difaftrous war, in which he had

ftruggled againft all Europe, and after the feyere

winter of 1709, a calamity of which the annals of

the monarchy do not record a fimilar inftance. The
Sovereign himfelf> though fo abfolute, exafperated at

this dreadful fubfidy, exclaimed, when it was propofed

to him: I bavenofuch right*. This tax, renewed in

1733, was withdrawn three years afterwards. Upon
this occafion, it had been reforted to before the com-

mencement of hoftilities t« The Cardinal forefaw,

without anxiety, that it would remain for ever.

' The war continuing to rage with greater violence,

inftead of being terminated, was a circumftance that

would have difturbed his tranquillity, hitherto unal-

terable, had not old-age blunted his fenfibility j a

• This expreffion is quoted in many works, Wc have taken it

^m the Jvoeat National, -'r -i , f '• '•" r *>«* *'

'

t The declaration publilhed on the apth of Auguft 1741, Or-

dered the levy of the tenth to begin from the ill of OAober

following.

.,• :., 5 _.^
quality.
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quality, which indeed he never had poireflfed in any-

high degree. It was never carried to any excefs,

even with refpefb to the fex. Voluptuous by incli-

nation, he was temperate and reftrained by reafon

;

fo that his moderation contributed to give him a

long and fortunate life. He had arrived to the age

of ninety years without any infirmity—his under-

ftanding found, his head free ; ftiil fufceptible of

enjoyments, and capable of bufinefsj his heart de-

cayed, but his ftomach excellent. He always drank

his liquors in ice, even in the fevereft colds of the

winter.

The Cardinal's wit was lively and delicate; his

converfation eafy, amufing, and full of curious anec*

dotes. His repartees were quick and brilliant; he

rallied with nicety, and, which is very uncommon,
without offending any one. He turned this

quality to the fatisfaftion of others, by Battering

them with ingenuity. He fpoke and wrote equally

well. Some of his latter notes are ftill exifting,

which (hew, that he preferved to the end the fame

agreeablenefs of ftyle. He was fond of literature ;

had a good fhare of tafte, and a very found judg-

ment. One ftroke, thatdoes him much honour, is,
"

that, notwithftanding the hypocrites who furrounded

him, he ventured to approve the famous tragedy •*

intitled Fanaticifm *, and to anticipate the judgment "^^

of a great Pope. This tragedy was a^led under his

1743-

V^

• This title having offended the Clergy, the tragedy of Fana^

ticifm is fince known only by the name of Mahomet, Voltaire,

in i745> had the addrefs to obtain a brief of approbation from

Pope Benedi£t XIV. Lewis XV. by the advice of Count d'Ar-

genfon, ordered at length that this piece fhould be aAed, in 175 1«

andi( has remained ever fincc invariably fetUed on the theatre.

'^^^^r^- ••
^ I 2 aulpices
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1743. aufpices a few months before his death. But iinfor-*

"?"
tiinately, he had not the courage to fupport it to the

end, againft the clamours of that fame fanaticifm.

Without forbidding, he advifed the author to with-

draw it. it is evident, however, that Voltaire al-

ways gave him credit for his good-will, which has

procured him the advantage of being favourably

treated by this writer, whenever he has been men-

tioned by him.

"With the difpofition to oeconomy which the Car-

dinal was known to have, and which generally in-

crcafes with age, and degenerates too often into

. avarice, it might have been fuppofed that he would

have left behind him a confiderablc fortune. On
the doiltrary, he died without any eftate ; having

fpent the little patrimony he had inherited from his

family. His whole revenue, which was extindt with

him, confifted of 6c,ooo livres * accruing from his

two ecclenaftical preferments, 20,000 livres f only

which he got from his poll in the Council, and

15,000 livres J frorti the polls, the direftion of

which he had. This did not amount in all to

100,000 livres § per annum. It is not in the leaft

furprifiiig, that a Prime Minifter fhould have Ipent

the whole of this income i at prefent we fee a Firft

Clerk at Verfailles often running through as much*

Voltaire aflures us, that his furniture did not amount

to two thoufand crowns 11 j it is difficult to believe

t'.r

•^ >/'

* Two thoufand five hundred pounds.

^ Near nine hundred pounds*

% Six hundred and twentyfive pounds.

§ About four thoufand pounds,

il Two hundred and fifty pounds.

K#'" A^

t^^iiklk this^
- » -r *
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this, for there is no mechanic whofe goods are not 1743.

of more value.

It miift be acknowledged, that if he did not en-

rich his family by his inheritance, he had taken very

good care of them. He refilled long the vanity of

raifingthem : at length he yielded to importunities,

and provided for all his relations very magnificently.

This was the mofl: noble way of fettling their for-

tune. He created one of his nephews Duke and

Peer, Governor of Lorraine, and Gentleman of

the bed-chamber. This laft poll was not obtained

without difficulty. The other Gentlemen of the bed-

chamber confidered him as unworthy of this poll,

which belonged only to perfons of the higheft birth

;

the authority of the Sovereign was obliged to inter-

fere on this occafion, but ftill it could not fliield the

new comer againft all the difagreeable things thrown

in his way by the reft^ whenever an opportunity of-

fered.
, ,

-,

The King, was perhaps the only man in the king-

dom who regretted the Cardinal, except his fervants,

his relations, and his creatures. In the height of his ,

gratitude, not fatisfied with ordering an honour to

be rendered to him in the firfl inftancc, which is re-

ferved for crowned heads, by having a folemn fervice

performed at Notre Dame—where the firft orator of

the time, Neuville the Jefuit, was appointed to pro-

nounce his funeral oration—he was alfo defirous of

tranfmitting thefefentiments to theremoteflpollerity

;

and ordained, that a maufoleum fhould be erefted to

this Minifter in the church of St. Louis du Louvre.

JRut this great fenfibility afterwards grew cooler,

fq much tnat the monument would have remaine4

U(ifini{hed in th^ artiU's hands, if the Cardinal's^

m

^. familj
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1743- family had not paid the expences, and defired it to
—

" ' be continued.

The people, who at the death of a Minifter iifu-

ally think themfelves, and not without reafon, freed

from a calamity—but who do not confider, that

their forrow or joy ought to be regulated by fubfe-

quent events—rejoiced at the death of the Cardinal

before they knew his fucceflbr. Little did they

imagine, that the epocha of his adminiftration, how-

ever impcrfefb it may have been, would one day be

confidpred by hiftorians as a favour of Heaven, and

2^'^ thegolden age of France* i that to this golden age,

ending with him, and even before him, would fucceed

an age of filver, and that this laft would foon be

converted into an iron age. It is thus we fubdivide

the thircj period of the reign of Lewis XV. which

we are going to enter upon, after we have taken a

review of fome unconneded fads, which the pre-

ceding feries has obliged us to 'poftpone to future

difcqflion. It is particularly neceflary to determine

the ftate in which he left the navy, this being the

part of his adminiftration moft expofed to cenfure.
.^

Although the French navy was not upon that re-'

Ipeftable footing which it ought to have been, yet

^he Cardinal, during his life, had not the regret of

feeing it derogate from the idea always enter-

tained, that with equal forces it would never be in-

ferior to it's rival navy. Without endeavouring tq

account for this fronri the notion of fuperior bravery^,

• a chimera in which national prefumption is apt to

• Thefe are the terjns qfed by the author of the fii^ar/Va/JViflRi

nfllof Lenuis XF, furnamed the Bien aitne, a fervile adulator ofthat

Monarch, who wrote in his time, with permiffion and privilege^

and before the difailrous conclufion of his reign.

,t;f
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indulge itfelf, there are three natural and very cvi- 1743-

dent caufes which concur in producing the following
_

circumftance—that between two vefleis of the fame

force, the equality is only apparent. The wood of

the French fhips is ftronger, the balls of a larger

fize, and the crew infinitely more numerous; advan-

tages which are compenfated, perhaps, on the fide of

the Englifh, by the fupplencfs with which the Ihip

yields to the motions they mean to give it, by the

greater facility of their manoeuvres, and by their

failors being more aflive and experienced. Hence
arifes the different mode of fighting between the two

nations. The Englifh having fewer men, muft ne-

ceflarily avoid boarding the veflfel j their bufinefs is

to endeavour to conquer the Ihip rather than the

crew, that is, to difable her. They Ihould always

keep the advantage of the wind, in order that they

may, by more rapid evolutions, fire a greater number
of broadfides, and receive as few as poflible, and in

the leaft dangerous fituation. The French, on the

contrary, having a greater number of hands to enable

them to board, it is their advantage to attempt it.

In default of this, they fire at the hulk, in order to

kill or wound a greater number of men, by fweeping

the deck ; or, by making holes, to let in the water,

to weaken the crew, by obliging them to work
the pumps j in a word, their pofition under the

wind, leaves them at liberty to play off" their chief

battery, and by this heavy fire to occafion greater

damage. Thefe circumftances have certainly expe-

rienced fome alterations, but we are fpeaking of the

pavy at that time.

The Dljke de Penthicvre^ who had been appointed

to the office of High Admiral of France from his

^arlicft infancy, and who had done the duties of it

k
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174.-^. fincc the death of his father, was but eighteen year^

• - of age, and therefore could not fignalize himfelf.

The two Vice Admirals were the Count of St. Maure

and the Marquis of Antin. The firft, who was very

old, was fcarce known but by a fault he had com-

mitted, and by a bon mot. Being commander of

the fliip called the Fougueux, of 74 guns, and con-

ducing her from the port of Rochefort into the

road, he fplit her upon a rock, where fhe ftill re-

mains. Upon feeing this, he faid coolly, that the

Ihip would ferve for a fea mark *. The other

Vice Admiral, the youngeft fon of the Countefs of

^

Touloufe by a firft marriage, had rifen to this dig-

nity by the moft fignal favour, without having gone

through the trials neceflary in all profelTions,

and particularly in the navy ; a very difficult

employment, which requires a long and laborious

apprenticeihip, to which nothing can be fubftituted.

Being promoted to a poll, the reward of the lon-

geft fervices, at an age when he ought but juft to

have come out of the firft fteps of the navy, he

had endeavoured to fupply, as much as he could,

the want of praftice, by theory. He was fond of

navigation, and had made it his particular ftudy ;

he was exafperated that it ftiould be neglefted, and

that his rank would not permit him to begin again

from the loweft fituation, in order to form himfelf

to it J he had carried his attention to the moft mi-

nute details, and had not neglefled, when an oppor-

tunity offered, to inform himfelf of the navy of

* This is a mark, fometimes made by a floating tun, ibme-

times by a ma(t raifed upon a bank, in fome pafs or way made X

dangerous by rocks concealed under water, and which is pUce4

t|iQre as ^ warning to fiiips to avoid it.



OF LEWIS XV. 121

Other nations, and efpeci^ly of the Engllfh. As he

had never been in an engagement, it could not be

determined whether he was brave -, but he was too

highly born, to give any reafon to fuppofe that he

would forget himfelf, in any occafions where his per-

fon was to be expofed. Thefe occafions are more

frequent and more unavoidable on fea than on

land. He feemed to be animated with a noble ar-

dour, when it was decided that Spain (hould be

fuccoured, and that the French flag Ihould be re-

fpedled. He aflced for a command fuitable to a

Vice Admiral, and fet out from Breft with a naval

armament of 22 Ihips of the line. This effort

aftonilhed Great Britain i which grew uneafy at the

deftination of fuch forces. They joined themfelves

to the Spaniards in America, and were of ufe in

protefting their veflels and their coafts. The law

of nations did not allow the Englifh, who had not

yet broken with France, and had ftill an Ambaf-
fador in the kingdom, to attack her flag. ,••'

i After a voyage of eight months, the Marquis

of Antin re-entered Breft, from whence he never

returned to Paris j this gave rife to a report that

he had been killed by a General Officer, jealous of

being commanded by fo young a man. This anec-

dote is not true j the fad is, that he was afflifted

with a hydrocele, and attempted to cure him-

lelf i the tumour was of a monftrous fize, fo that

his walking was impeded by it, and confequently

aukward; he injured himfelf in the attempt, the

wound mortified, and he died a viftim to falfe mo-
defty. A Nobleman, who began to Ihew himfelf

to fo much advantage, was regretted j and his

dea^h affli^cd particularly the Princcfs his mo-
- ther,

1743-
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1743. ther, who was tenderly attached to him. He left

*
_ a widow, very rich, beautiful, and in the bloom of

life, by whom he had had no children : Ihe was

afterwards married to Count Forcalquier, and her

perfon has long been one of the ornaments of the

Court.

One event of the naval armament of the Marquis

d'Antin, is worthy of being tranfmitted to the re-

moteft pofterity j this is the condud of the Mar-

quis de Boulainviiliers. He commanded the Bour-

ion of 74 guns; feveral leaks which had opened

themfelves, had prevented this veflel from keeping

company. She had been left behind, and the fquadron

had loft fight of her. The Captain however had

brought her up as high as Ufhant j when he per-

ceived the damage to be increafed to fuch a degree,

that all the pumps, and continual working at them,

could not draw out as much water as was let in

;

and Tiat his fhip was incapable of fteering, of be-

ing refitted or hauled up in time. Confined on

board of her by an auftere duty, he braved death,

and thought of nothing but faving fome fubjects to

his King. His fon was among the number he

formed a pretence offending off for fome fuccours,

which he knew well would arrive too late ; he made
them get into the long-boat, to the number of eleven

officers, ajfid as many feamen, who, half an hour

afterwards, had the affliftion to fee this fond and

19 April, generous father, and all their comrades, fwallowed
*^*** up in the fea with the 5<?«r^o». A moft. dreadful

fight; the horror of which was perhaps but too

fenfibly alleviated by the fatisfaftion of exifting aC

the hmt inftant.

This nayal armament^, without Raving been in,

'>-
-

'
^ .. . ^ • ^ny

:».
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any action, fupportcd at leaft the honour of the

French flag. Two other inferior fquadrons did

more. The Englifh, pretending to take the French

for Spaniards, attacked, in the latitude of Saint Do-
mingo, with fix veflels, the Chevalier d'Epinay, who
had but four j and, riotwithftanding their fuperiority

in numbers, and in the ftrength of their fhips, were

obliged to give way, to make apologies, and to

impute their aggreflion to a miftake. They un-

doubtedly owed their fafety to the ufual modera-

tion of the Cardinal, who, flattering himfelf that

he fhould not be obliged to come to an open rup-

ture with England, had ordered the greateft cir-

cumfpeftion to be ufed in the inftrudions given

to the French Commandant.

Another time, the fhip called the Boreas^ com-

manded by the Chevalier de Caylus, the Aiguillon^

by Count Pardaillan, and the Flora frigate, were af-

faulted by four men of war and a frigate, belonging

to his Britannic Majefly, at the entrance of the

Straits of Gibraltar ; and though they were five to

three, they could not penetrate the French fquadron,

and withdrew afi:er an engagement of three hours,

notwithftanding Count Pardaillan was killed at the

firft broadfide. The Englifh thus tried their fl:rength

againit the French, without declaring themfelves

enemies : they began already to adopt that policy,

more ufeful than glorious, of attacking them only

ir'h advantage. and of beginning the war with

^ conftant certainty of fuccefs.

The death of Samuel Bernard, an old man almoft

of the fame age as his Eminence, which happened

a little before his own, and could not be concealed

(rqm him, w^js. ^ Qvent that ftnjcl^ ^h^ Cardinal

12J

1743.

Janttary,

1741.

5AU5,
I74«'
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17^1.3, in a fingular manner. This Jew, defcended Trom a

nation profcribed in France, and which is excluded

from her feveral corporations, had rifcn to the

higheft degree of confidcration that riches can pro-

cure. One of his three children he had feen creat-

ed Prefident of the Parliament, another, Mafter of

the Court of Requefts, and his daughter married

to M. Mole, fince chofen Firft Prefident. He was

Banker to the Court, who had loaded him with

their inic^uities, in making him become a bankrupt

for them. He thus indicated too plainly, to men
of the fame (lamp, the road to fortune by that of

' infamy. This only ferved to increafe his opulence,

for he left behind him ^3 niillions * of property.

He deferves commendation however in thefe par-^

ticulars, that he would not abandon the God of his

fathers, in order to become capable of honours

which his money might have purchafed j and that he

often employed his riches in doin^ good adlions

and afTifting the unfortunate. Befides, he fhewed

upon fome occafions a noblenefs and firmnefs of

foul, which feemed to render him fuperior to all

thofc great men who meanly paid their court to

, him. At the time of the difgrace of M. Chauvelin,

Keeper of the Seals, the Cardinal—fo much the

more exafperated againft this Minifter, who had

endeavoured to fupplant him, as he had the more
intimately intrufted him with his confidence—ftrove

to find out proofs fufficient to dcftroy him. He
' fent Herault, the Lieutenant of Police, to Samuel

Bernard's, to queftion him, by way of regiftering

his anfwer, concerning certain funds tranfmittcd

into foreign parts, or which had pafled through his

* One million three hundred and feventy-five thoufand pounds.

handsv
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hands. But the Banker, having afked him with dig-

nity to produce his powers for fuch a commifllon,

refufed to have any further conference upon the

fubjeft; fo that the Magiftrate withdrew without

being able to get any information from him.

A fpirit of moderation and order, fimilar to that

of the Cardinal, had conciliated his Eminence to

him, and, like that Minifter, he had reaped the

fruits of it, in a long life and found health. In the

midft of his luxury, which however does not come

near to that of our modern financiers, he had a

kind of modcfty which rendered it tolerable, and

prevented the mafter from becoming odious. His

houfc, in the Place des ViSloires, is ftill to be feen,

which the loweft Farmer General would refufe at

this day, and which had not even a court-yard.

He had feveral fingularities, which have been hand-

cd down to us, and fome of which were attached

to his fituation. From the time he rofe, to the

hour of his going to bed, he obliged one of his

coachmen to keep his horfes always ready harnefTed

to his carriage j—his porter was to be inceflantly

upon the watch, and to attend to the lead noife,

that he might open the gates before his mafter

came to them, and that his coach might drive in

quickly without knocking ;—at his return from bu-

(inefs, the foup was to be brought upon table to a

minute: he then fat down, and his guefts took

their places about him.

Samuel Bernard was very fond of playing at Brc-

lan *
i he always played at fweep-ftakes, and was

furprized that any body fhould take him up. One
nighty when a certain perfon had won a confider-

»'- * A particular game of cardsv

»»iba(^-{' .;_.„. .. „ ,.,._. able
^.'^ ,!'.: \ -
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174J. able fum of him, he was fo exafperated, that he

would neither defer paying him to the morning,

nor give his adverfary Icifure to fettle the mode of

carrying away fo much property: he ordered the

facks, containing the amount of his debt, to be

carried down to him at the gate, and left him
there alone, very much embarraflcd, and expofed

to have his throat cut by the firft paffenger whofe

cupidity might be excited at the view of fuch

riches.

He was fuperftitious, as the people of his nation

are, and had a black hen, to whom he thouglit his

deftiny was attached : he had the greatell care

taken of her, and the lofs of this fowl was in faft

the period of his own cxiftcnce, in January 1739.

The greateft part of the 33 millions * he left

behind him, were already confumed ten years after

his death J and of his two grandfons, who bore his

name, one deferved the gallows for an atrocious and

punifhable aft of cruelty, and the other difgraced

himfelf by being accufed of a bafe and fraudulent -

commerce.

With a life prolonged to fuch a period as the

Cardinal's was, a man generally furvives his family,

his friends, and his creatures j he had feen one of*"^

thefe laft fall in the Miniftry, in the perfon of *•

M. d'Angervillicrs, whom, at the death of M. le ^'

Blanc, he had promoted from the poft of Intendant^-'-'

of Paris, to the war department, in 1728. He was'-

a man whofe capacity was not equal to his plade j ^-

he only fulfilled the duties of it by the affiftance'oJ

of fome perfons of confummate talents whom hc^^

* One million three handred and feventy-fiiTe thoufand pounds.
'"'

had
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had unckr him, of whofe knowledge and labours

he reaped all the honour. He was a hard man, but

yet had not. fufiicient firmnefs to keep the Gene-

rals in order, of* wliich there were fome fatal in-

flanccs ir the war of 1733. This hardnefs of tem-

per vented itfclf only upon the fubakerns^ whom he

did not pi operly fupport : and indeed he was not

liked by them : he had been expofed to fevcral

cabals, efpecially from the Houfe of Conde, againft

which he had always kept firm, through the fup-

port of his protedlor. He was worn out, lefs with

fatigue and age, though pretty far advanced ia

years, than with immoderate libidinoufnefs. He was

fucceeded by a man, defined lefs, as it fhould feem,

to fill a department, than to fill up a vacancy ac

intervals. M. de Breteuil, the perfon here alluded

to, had held the war department in 1723, at the

time of M. le Blanc's difgrace. When the exile

was recalled, in 1726, a reward of a penfion of

10,000 livres J was given to the former; who, at

the death of his predeceflbr, had the mortification to

fee M. d'Angervilliers put over his head, whofe pofl

he at length obtained in 1740.

M. de Breteuil had not in fafb the capacity ne-

ceflary to fill the war department, efpecially in the

troublefome times that came on from the beginning

of his promotion. Under Cardinal Dubois, the cre-

dit of the women had advanced him from the In-

tendancy of Limoges to the Miniftry; and a motive a

of falfe delicacy had determined Cardinal Fleuri in

fome fort to repair the injuftice, which M. de „-|

Breteuil prctei\'ied to have been done to him, in \a

117
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6 icaO'itu M I Upwards of four hundred pounds.
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36 Dec.

riot appointing him to Cucceed. immediately M. Je

Blanc. The conjunfture of an approaching war,,

had even decided his admiflion into the Council

of State. He might have acquired credit in his

poft in time of peace ; his heart was good, his

manners noble/ and he took the greateft pleafure

poflible in being ferviceable. With fuch qualities, he

would have been beloved by the troops j but the

cruel and difaftrous campaign of Bohemia, made
him lofe all their affection. They imputed their

calamities to him, and he died very opportunely, to

cfcape the mortification of feeing himfelf facrificed

to the clamours that were rifing againft him on all

lides. The Cardinal would have been the more

difpofed to do this, ^s he had very little confidera-

tion for him, and only kept him upon fufferance.

He did not regret him in the lead, and his fuccef-

for, of whom we fliall foon fpeak, was too well

calculated to make hirh be forgotten, even had his

iiierit been greater.

The adulators of the Cardinal, eagerly laid hold

of the oppportunity of the arrival at Paris of Zaid-

EfFendi, Ambaffador from the Font to Lewis XV^
to flatter his Canity, already raifed at that inftant,

by the news of the firft fuccefflcs of his Majefty's

afms. Thty did not fail to compare this event

with the arrival of the Queen of Sheba at Jerufa-^

lem, to admire more nearly the wifdom of Solomon*

The infarK:y of the Kittg had been amufed, twenty

years before, with a fimilar fpedtacle -, upon this oc-

cafion, it ferved to enliven the old-age of his Emi-
nence; two periods of life which refemble each

other very much. This was a piece of gallantry

contrived for him by M. dc Villeneuve, the French

Ambaflador
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Ambaflador at' the Porte, and it was the leaft

mark of gratitude he could (hew, for his having

promoted him from the poll of Lieutenant General

of the Senefchalfy of Marfeilles, to this dignity.

Fools, who are not acquainted with Court intriguesi

who know riot that the mod feeble fpringSj often

produce the moft important movements, could not

be perfuaded, but that this vain and ponipous ap-

paratus, covered only a pretence for negotiations :

on the contrary, it furnilhed meerly an opportunity

for a treaty of commerce. The Ottoman Nobleman
entertained a very numerous houfehold, worthy of

Afiatic pomp. He made his entrance with a great

deal of «dat; Marfhal Noailles, brother to the

Countefs ofTouloufci was commiflioned to attend

him. The, Ambaflador was a man beyond the mid-

dle of life, of moderate ftature, and a refpedlable

countenance. His deportment was graven his eye

lively and fenfible. To a fund of wit uncommon
among perfons of his nation, he added rather an

cxtenfive fliare of knowledge j his difpofition was

fociable, andhis politenefs eafy j he was a man calcu- .

lated tp be pleafed with France, and his attachment

to the country increafed in proportion to the know-

ledge he acquired of it. ^4^1., . ^,: : v.;.^
^

. Though the cold was very intenfe upon the day

o^ the ceremony, yet an immenfe crowd of people,

excited by that curiofity, which is the firfl of

men's >vahts, brayed the inclemency of the lea-

fon» The multitude of flaves, which compofed the

train of the AmbafTador, were drefled after the

manner.of their nation, that is to fay, were in a

great meafure naked, and, notwithflanding the dif-

ference of climates, they were (joiupelled to fupport
' YoL.iL •' '" K '
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THE PRIVATE LIFE
the injiuries of the air for feveral hours, Thft

fpeflators bore them likewife, almoft without being

fenfible of them, cipecially the women, infinitely

delighted with the fight of thefe fierce Muflulmen,

fo renowned for their prowefs. The matter did

not end here, for the refidence of thefe people in

the capital, furnilhed occafion for many adventures

of gallantry, beginning with the Ambaflfador hiin*

felf. But he being circumfpe6t and fecret, his ih-

trigues made no great noife j fome of the chief per-

fons of his fuite, on the contrary, had fome adven-

tures, which caufed fo much f^andal, that he wa&

obliged to keep them in awe. '
'^"' * 7 ->f"^ii.\

It is the cuftom in France, to defray the ex-

pcnces of the Turkilh Ambafladors. Zaid-Effendi

defired that he might regulate his own expences,

and that the money deftined for each day Ihould be

remitted to him for this purpofe. From this cir-

cumftance, he wks taxed with being inclined to

turn fomething to his own profit, and not without

reafon, for he was far from being generous. He met

with every thing that was agreeable at Paris : the

jleople lifed to flock to fee him eat, as they did

the King. It was obferved, that he was a philofo-

phic Muflblman, that is, that he did not enflavc

himfelf to the letter of his religion ; that he was not

attached to the trifling cuftoms of it; buft drank

good wine like 1 good Chriftian. His peoplt imi-

tated his example, and were tnore than oncd con-

cerned in riots in the taverns. After havfng rcfided

more than a year in the capital, he quitted ifwith

regret. The King loaded him With prefents for the

Emperor his mafter, richer than thofe hfe had

brought, though they were elegant. He alfo re-

ceived
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ccivcd fom'e for himfelf, and for his train, proper- 1743.

tioned to the magnificence of fo great a Monarch. '

fir Ztid.Effcndi, during his refidence at Paris, had

an lopportuhity of feeing one of thofe fpeflacles,

which human nature prefents us with in all parts of

the world, but feldom with a degree of pomp calcu-

lated to attraft the notice of fuch a ftranger. The
Queen Dowager of Spain died at Luxembourg,

where ihe was retired j an unfortunate Princefs,

who having afcended the throne at fifteen years of

age, had been obliged to quit it in ieis than a year,

and> preferving nothing more than the tedious eti-

quette of fovereignty, expiated in wearifome retire-

ment the ambition of her illuftrious father. She

lived in that palace which had formerly been the fcene

of thq grandeur, feftivals, and pleafures, of the

D^utchefs ofBerri, her fitter, where fhe was, at the fame

time, a witnefs of the pangs, ofthe remorfe, and of the

premature end, which had followed the tranfitory

happinefs and criminal debaucheries of that lady.

This laft recolledioti, more fuitable to the charafter

bf the Queen, had had a ftriking efft6t upon her,

and had led her to an excefs of devotion, not \cfs

contrary to happinefs, nor lefs capable of embitter-

ing life, and haftening the period of it.
*^

If this turn appeared fingular in the daughter of

the Regent, it feemed much more extraordinary in

his fon, who, about this time, acquired the title of

devotee. Some difguft he had met with, had made
him retire from the Council, though he was Prefident

.of it. His advice was , never attended to : he fore-

faw that this contempt would only increafe, and

1^,
thought it bcft tp prevent his becoming an abfolute

-!Jv;dH« ^H-'r^m^^^m-m' ^ ^ cypher}
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1743. cypher; a circiimftance which he confidered as un-

' avoidable, under a reign, where the women were

going to have the fole government. He would leave

no room for the nation to think that he was in any

way concerned in the mifchiefs of that fcandalous

adminiflration, and, to clear himfelf from . fuch an

imputation in the eyes of the public, he openly rc-

... nounced every bufinefs of the State. In faft, Ma-
dame de Mailly had juft loft the title of favourite,

and beendifgraced. She haa been fupplanted by one

of her fifters, not lefs enterprizing than Madame de

Vintimille. This ambitious and libidinous woman,

availed herfelf of the fortunate fituation Ihe was in,

1 to give as much as poffible a loofe to the two pafRons

which confumed her. She became the foul of all

the intrigues that followed the Cardinal's death, and

, was the prime mover of all the fubfequent events, ji

< The new miftrefs was the Marchionefs de la Tour-

nelle, of that fame houfe of Nefle, the Ladies of

which, without any patrimony, feemed deftined to

partake the King's bed. This was at leaft the fourth

of the family who had enjoyed that honour j and

Lewis XV. who felt a particular attraftion to this

family, would willingly have had them all. One of

them only refifted him, and this was owen to the

• firmnefs of the Marquis de Flavacour, her hufband,

who threatened that he would have recourfe to the

• moft violent means to wafii away with her blood the

,
ftain of fuch an injury. She was a beauty of an in-

geni|ous and tender caft, which occafioned the Cour-

tiers, who turn every thing into ridicule, to call her

,
. the Chicken. Her condudt was anfwerable to her

figure, and furnilhed no kind of pretence for fcan-

i^ *, dal.

f/fe
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dal. Madame de Mailly, though fhc was apprized 1743*

by experience of the danger of introducing her filters "

to the King, yet (he wanted them to affift her in the

troublefome employment ofentertaining his Majefty,

the mod amiable and leaft amufed man in the king-

dom. Befides, although Madame de Vintimillc had

been guilty of atrocious perfidy towards her, yet flie

had lately met with better treatment from the

Dutchefs of Lauraguais, the youngeft of the family.

According to the report of the confidants of the

fecret pleafures of the King, in a refinement of de-

bauchery, which luxury fometimes infpires to private

individuals, Lewis XV. would have wilhed to ex-

perience at once the contrail between their perfons

and tlieir minds. Madame de Mailly*s perfon has

already been defcribed. The Dutchefs was very tall,

large, and ill made, but ofan inviting plumpnefs. As
for the reft, her figure was ordinary j Ihe was fat and

merry, but poflefied neither accomplifhments nor

•wit to render her agreeable in fociety j fo that although

the contraft between her perfon and that of her fifter,

who was thin and fcraggy, might engage his Ma-
jefty for fome time, yet the former ufed to recover

her privileges, and the Monarch was even loon dif-

gufted of gratifications that were merely fenfual,

«** It was not the fame with the Marchionefs de la

Tournelle, whofe complexion was dazzlingly fair,

her face pretty, her fiiape elegant, and her deport-

ment nbble. Her piercing eye ftruck the Prince, -

artd her fpirit of intrigue fecured her conqueft.

Though Ihc had not been much talked of fince her

wid6whopd, yet, as foon as ihe was at Court, Ihe was

not without hopes of being taken notice of. She

W^» 9, woman capable of turning her charms to bet-

- K ^ , ter
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1743. tcr advantage than her fifters, and of profiting by

^ their miftakcs. Befides, fhe was guided by the

Duke of Richelieu, who was reported to have par-

taken of her favours, *nd who, being cloyed with the

poflelTion of her, wa? not fbrry to find this occafion

of getting rid of her, and of making, as much from

motives of difguft, as of gratitude, the King pay for

his pleafures : he alfo began to be ruled by am-

bition, and was one of thofe perfons who flattered

thcmfelves with being able, after the Cardinal, to

govern the King. But, not being fufficientjy rooted

^n favour to remove his competitors, without affift-

ance, he was fenfible that he ftood in need of the

influence of the favourite. Madame de MaiUy's

difpofition was not analogous to his own, and that

of the Marchionefs de la Tournc' e was infinitely

more fuitable to him. He therefore dircded aU

|ier CQunfels, and guided all her proceedings. As
foon as flie had captivated the Monarch, Ihe grew

inexorable, to increafe his impatience, till flie had

made her bargain, and obtained all the terms fhe

required. The firft was, that Madame de Mailly

fliould be pvjblicly difmifled. The fecond, that her

title of Marchionefs of 1^ Tournelle, fhould be

changed to that of Dutchefs of Chateau-Roux, with

' the honours and diftin6tions annexed to that dignity.

The third was,' that (lie iliould have appointments

fuitable to her rank, and that fhe fhould be put in

pofTeffion of a fortune; capable of placing her above

any reverfe. Under Lewis XIV. there had been but

one fingle inflance of fimilar favours. Lewis XV,
was fo deeply in love, that he granted every thing 5

jind the influence of the new miftrefs became f<> great,

|hat it vns imagined ihe yrpuld ficquire an abfolute

' . .. authority
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authority over her Royal Slave. There was no

fpccics of gallantry which he did not contrive in her

favour. It was for her, that the artifts exhaufted

their (kill afrefh, in ingenious inventions for thofe

charming reccfics, the afylum of the pleafures of this

fortunate pair. It was for her, that machines were

invented, calculated to convey her from one place

to another> at thofe times, and in thofe Situations,

which her lover thought required the greateft at-

tentions, siii-^- 4..i.'i. -'-.'ij.^tA,-:.:! 7t,i>rij. .;ijL'^.

^ Madame dc Mailly was feized with inexpreffiblc

grief at the news of her difgrace. This ftroke was

the more dreadful to her, as her attachment had been

fincere. Religion afforded her the only comfort.

At that time Father Renaud, of the Oratory, was ce-

lebrated for his preaching. In the void flie felt/or the

lofs of her lover, fhe was endeavouring to become a

devotee ; fhe went to hear this orator, who had a

fine countenance, an inchanting tone of voice, and an

eloquence at once ftrong and perfuafive. Thefe

talents mufl, of neceffity, have made him agreeable

to her, and fhe defired to converfe with him. He
poured the comforts of grace into her afflided heart,

and his zeal awakened repentance in her. Frequent

conferences with a diredtor of fo perfuafive a turn,

reftored tranquillity to the foul of this Court Mag-
dalen i they inflrufted her in her duties : this lady,

who was formerly feen fo magnificently drefTed, who
was immerfed in voluptuoufnefs, and engaged in a

perpetual round ,o( pleafure, now frequented the

church with airiduity> in a plain habit, and di^tin-

guifhed only from other women by her fuperior at-

tention, by her modefly, and her tears, as well as by

(he mildnefs with which (he fometimes endured the

^'l K 4 hooting
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1743. hooting and affronts of an infolent rabble, who con-

fidered her as the author of the public calamities *.

In a word, fhe was more admired and refpefted in

her ftate of humiliation, by perfons who know how
to appreciate matters properly, than fhe had ever

been in the utmoft fplcndour of her favour, ft"OJio •

1: There was ^ one circumftance that did infinite

, honour to the Gountefs of Touloule, who, in fomc

mcafure, had introduced Madame de Mailly at Court,

which was, that during her exile, Ihe remained con-

ftantly a friend to herj that fhe received her in her

.houfe at this period, and kept her in her palace

during, more than a year. She thus challenged with

. haughtinefs the anger of the King ; buc fhe had fo

great an afcendant over him, that he dared not to

difgrace this. Princefs i and the fame weaknefs that

had induced the Monarch to conf^nt to this cruel

difmiflion of his miftrefs, prevented him from Ihew-

ing hi^ difTatisfadion to the Countefs, on account of

• the refentment he felt for her behaviour towards the

difgraced favourite j which was an indirect, though

palpable cenfure of his own conduct. am {•,

,• It was not till afterwardsthat Lewis XV. fecured

. to Madame de Mailly an income of about 40,000

,
livrcs t> gave her an hotel in the Rue St » Thomas du

Louvre, and ordered that her debts, which amounted

,^^HT '•>
' ifWiiJ^i t^^Am If^^ • •. ...

':'''
r * One da]^ the CQqntefs of Mailly coming in to hear Father

Renaud.whom^eafHduoufly followed, after th^t preacher had got

into the pulpit/ and had begun his difccurfe, it occafioned fcnse

little difturbance to lead her to the churchwardens pew, where fije

fat; upon which, an ill-tempered man cried out-—i3(rr«*<r«'^M/

tleahffu/sjitra'wborf!-.—Sincej9tl know her- ^Xi{w^ti<^lAfVi^uap

J^tU^\\\yjfpraytoG(uiforher,..xy., ^-.;i«A.*

f JJ^xy^rds of one thoufand u? hundred pounds. j,

to
0.',: ^4^Vi ^l.*i

^ni;Qa»i %
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to about 765,000 livres *, fliould be paid ; a fum

which, however confiderable to the State, that ought
* not to be put to fuch an cxpence, will appear very

moderate, when we confider that fhe had not made
any advantage of her greatnefs j and that, during that

period, her income was not more than about 25,000

livres f, which were not nearly adequate to the ex-

pence (he was obliged to make at Court. The pay-

ment of the 765,000 livres was fecured upon the re-

venues of the farms ; but, notwithftanding the King's

orders, thofe who were commiflioned to diftributc

the funds, not fatisfied with making the creditors

wait, defrauded them at laft of the greateft part of

> their money.

In lofing the good graces of the King, the favou-

rite loft alfo thdfe of her miftrefs, or feemed at Icaft

to lofe them ; for her poft of Lady of the bed-cham-

ber to the Queen was taken from her j that is to fay,

, ihe was removed from her Majefty, at the time when

,
fhe was becoming more worthy of approaching her,

; by her repentance, by the regularity of her manners,

and by an exemplary piety, perfeftly fuitable to her
* Sovereign's inclinations and mode of living. The
Marchionefs of la Tournelle, on the contrary, fuc-

cee^ed her fifter, from that infamous cuftom, intro-

' duced under Lewis XV. for the greater convenience

* of fettling in this manner the objefts of his attach-

ment at Court, and thus to increafe public fcandal,

viiider the pretence of avoiding it. Could any thing

in fadt be more abominable, than to compel his auguft

, ppnfort, to have continually niear her peribn, and

137
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•.743. under her eye, the objeft of her contempt and in-"

dignation, and to become, in fome fort, the protcftor

of her hufband's licentioufnefs, and the accomplice of

his irregularities ?

The important revolution, of which we have juft

given the detail, made the Courtiers, the nation, and

all Europe, more attentive to what was going to

pafs, when the King became his own mafter, by the

death of the Cardinal. The very next day he dif-

pofed of his Eminence's employments. He gave the

poft of Grand Almoner to the Queen, to M. de Ta-

vannes } that of Firft Almoner, which M. dc Ta-

vannes had, co the Abbe Fleuri, grand nephew to the

Cardinal j the department, and the lift of Benefices,

to the former Bilhop of Mirepoix, the Dauphin's

Preceptor j and the Superintendance of the Pofts, to

M. Amelot, Secretary of State for foreign affairs.

As for the reft, he declared that he would have no

Prime Minifter j that he would govern by himfelf,

and referve to himfelf alone, the adminiftration of his

kingdom. This intelligence produced a general

joy, for it was the objefl: of the wifties of the French.

The people ufually murmur againft the power q£

a mcer fubjeft j they refift a precarious, and bor-

rowed authority; and obey, without reluftance, the

patural and legitimate power. We may recoiled, that

at the death of Mazarin, Lewis XIV. had begun the

courfe of his reign, which was fo glorious, till he

' grew tired of holding the reins of government, and

refigned them into the hands of a woman. But the

. circumftances, and eipecially the character of the two

Princes, were very different, One of them was only

twenty-two years ofage, and was already animated wi th

tl^at thifft of glory, which attended him during life 5

i^--'^' ho
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he had been confulting his ftrength for fomc time paft,

and fecretly trying his talents for government: in a

word, he had been defirous of obtaining information,

and his impatient energy would have urged him to

haften this inftant, if it had not prefented itielf. The
other, was already arrived to the age of thirty-three

years j he was not under the influence of any ftrong

pafiTion; the fplendour of the throne was embarrafling

to him i he loved nothing but obfcurity, and quiet : a

long habit of inaction, had rendered him un6t for

bufinefs, and his inert difpofition, far from inducing

him to break his chains, would rather have prompted

him to refume others. His firft adb of fovereignty,

was in reality an aft of fervhude j he was urged to

it by Madame de la Tournelle. This new Agnes

Sorel, gave him to underftand, that it was time he

Jhou!d become mafter, and have at Jeaft- the appear-

ance of reigning. It was flie, who forcing him

away from the effer-iinacy of his palace, made him

put himfelf at the head of his army in Flanders : it

was fhe, who, making him go through his kingdom,

from one frontier to another, carried him into Alface,

to flop the progrefs of the enemy; it was ihe, who,

gt the very moment when they were expelling her

from the King's prefence, procured him at length

the furname of Bien-aimc *, granted undoubtedly too

foon, and which it had been better for his mertiory,

that he had never borne. It cannot be forefeen to

what a height fhe would have raifed the foul of her

Royal Slave, if, at the time that ihe refumed her

empire for a moment, fhe had not foon drawn the

glory of it after her into the grave.

Although Lewis XV. in his firfl enthunafm, aftep

having fettle4 the hours for his Minifters to do bu-
• Well-hdoved.

iinefs
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1743. finefs with him, gave himfclf up entirely to the care

'

of the Statr thofe who knew him well were convinced

that this would not laft long, and that in a Ihort

time he would choofe fome one from among them,

upon whom he would caft a burden too heavy for

him. They were even greatly apprehenfive for a

while that M. de Chauvelin would return. This

exile, being fcnfible that the prefent opportunity was

the only one that could be favourable to his hopes,

tried a laft effort, to the hazard of which he put all

his future fortunes. He coiiipiled a large memorial,

in which he went through every part of the late

Prime Minifter's adminiftration, criticifed it from

beginning to end, and cenfured it without referve.

He had ftill fome powerful friends at Court, and

contrived the means of getting his memorial put

fpeedily into the hands of his Majefty, who, far from

approying, was incenfed at it, and intimated a defirc

that no one fhould mention M. de Chauvelin to him

again. It is fuppofed that his work, which was full

of fire, truth, and genius, would perhaps have fuc-

ceeded . at a later period, if, initead of infulting the

ftill recent aihes of the Cardinal, whom his mafter

had juft honoured with flattering and diftinguifhed

marks of regret, he had waited till the eyes of the

Monarch had been previoufly opened by others. The
' eagernefs of his friends to ferve him, fruftrated all

their meafures, and excluded him for ever j efpe-

cially a$ he foon after loft the Dutchefs gj^ Bourbon,

his protetflrefs, and the foul of his party!

This habitual. refpe<5t of the Pupil for his Tutof,

was alfo prejudicial to Cardinal Tencin, who could

not erafe from his Majefty*s memory the unfavourable

inipr£fiiQn3 he h^d conceived gf him. After having
'

,
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continued ftill for a fey years in the Council, he per-

ceived that the influence of men of his profeflion was

over, and withdrew into his diocefe, to a6fc the part

of a devotee, the only one fuitable to his age, his fi-

tuation, and the circumftances.

f > There were feveral other candidates indicated by

the public, bccaufe they had the honour to approach

his Majefty ; but fome of whom either did not ima-

gine they Ihould acquire any greater degree of in-

fluence, or dreaded it.

The four Secretaries of State of that time were

M. Amelot, the Count of Maurepas, the Count of

Saint- Florentin, and the Count d'Argenfon. The
firft of thefe had jufl obtained the Superintendance of

the Pofts, which was given him lefs as a favour, thar>

as a place annexed in it's nature to the department

of foreign affairs. With the Cardinal he had loft

every advantage; and, being unable to fupport him-

felf by his own perfonal merit, far from entertaining

any hopes of promotion, he could not but expeft an

approaching difgrace. The fecoud, who was the

King's friend, and admitted to ah his parties of plea-

fure, delighted the Sovereign with his hons mots, and

his fallies of wit. He conducted his department,

for which he had formed himfelf from his earlteft

youth, admirably well; but although he was the

<!>ldcft member in the Council, he did not pretend to

• govern the King. Having been at all times aphilo-

fopher, he fought after happinefs, rather than power.

His coufin^ though he entertained a better opinion

of himfelf, had not a greater (hare of ambition. Be-

fides, being lefs advanced than he, he was not yet

one of the Miniftry. It was not the fame with the

laft of thcfc Miniftcrs, who, paying his court to the

«" - •
. favourite.
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1743. favourite, cxpeftcd, in return, that Ihc would at Itaft

^ procure him the fecond place in his Majefty's confi-

dence. She did this fervice to the Count, but not

I fo unrefervedly as he would have wiflied ; for ftie

was obliged to divide her favour. A new compe-

titor had juft introduced himfelf into the Miniftry,

and he had (till a greater claim to the protection of

the Marchionefs de la Tournelle. This was Marihal

Noailles, to whom all the Houfe of Nefle had the

greateft obligations. The five fiftcrs had been well

received there from their youth, and had made an

acquaintance with the Countefs of Touloufe, which

circumftance was the fource of their favour with the

King. It would have been to be wilhed, indeed^

that this Nobleman, fuch as we have before defcribed

him—better adapted to peace than war—-to coun-

cil than to aftion—prudent, oeconomical, perfedly

acquainted with finance, at the head of which de-

partment he had been in the beginning ofthe reign

—

that he, who was at once a patriot, a flatefman, and

a politician—Ihould have fucceeded the Cardinal*

His would have been almofi: the fame adminiflration

continued, but improved in many parts by a more

extenfive genius. The great length of his life would

have allowed him to perfedt and complete his pro-

jects } and his refpeftable age Would have fecured

him the veneration of his matter j whofe infancy* be-

ing thus prolonged, might have become the happi*

nefs of the nation. It happened otherwife, from the

misfortune common to all men, of not knowing

themfelves; and Marfiial Noailles chofe to avail

• - himfelf of the influence of the favourite to become

an indifferent General, rather than a great Mi-
nuter. ,'" .'",; , 'f-,!*yy:^:,^ • ,w^--- « i~-» .«j> p^M^'l_^-4,^'j,t. .r*<^i./-

^ ..
'

.
' A thhd
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A third perfon fhared the protcftion of the Mar- 1743.

chionefs de la Tournelle : this was M. Orry, the

Comptroller-General. This poft neceflarily produces

a connefbion between the perfon who holds it, and

the mifVrefs, unlefs fhe fhould happen to be as difin-

terefted as the Countefs de Mailli : but this was an

inftance not to be paralleled. Her fifter, on the

contrary, was very fond of money, and confequently

faw herfelf, with great fatisfaftion, courted by the per-

fon who opened at pleafure the treafures of the ftatc.

Belides, he was not a man deftitute of merit. He
was a perfon of very moderate birth, had been in the

army part of his life, and had afterwards followed

ibme other profeffion: he was already rather ad-

vanced in years, whjn the Cardinal chofe to intruft

him with the department of the finances. He was

admirably well adapted to this poft, in which the

hardnefs of his countenance, in the firft inftance, rc-

pulfed that multitude of greedy people, with whom
a Comptroller-General is always perfecuted. His

charafter was perfeftly anfwerable to his outward

appearance j and the firft word he uttered, was to

refufc what was afked of him. In the courfe of

twelve years that he had managed the public trea-

fure, he had made himfclf mafter of the fubjeft, the

knowledge of which he was at firft deficient in. "We

have feen, that upon a difficult occurrence he had \

. advifed vigorous meafures j which were fo much the

more ufeful, from his being able to fupport thcoi

with, real fuccours. This, indeed, was his great ta-

>ii lent : he had always a fund ready in cafe of neceffity.

'it/He has been reproached with acquiring thefe re-
*

'jl'fources only by extreme feverity towards the people,

whofe interefts he always facrificed to thole of the

^"

butt J.A
V

Sovereign.
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1743. Sovereign. However this may^ be, he was certainly*

the mdft ufeful man to the new favourite.

She was convinced of this, by an ad of gallantry

(he received from him in the firft inftance. She was

very fond of Choify j and the King, eager to pleale

her, was continually improving and embellilhing

that fpot. /

After having been employed upon this matter ,

with the Comptroller-General, he had fufFered him
to withdraw, without fpeaking to him of an eftimatc

^

of expences for this place, amounting to about

1,200,000 livres*. His Majefly's natural timidity;^

had prevented him from giving this account imme*

diatcly into his hand j he was fearful of his remori-

ftrances. This circumftance proves, that the King /

was very well convinced, that the , revenues of the ."

ftate were riot defigrted for his own perforial gratifi-
*

cations j that he was ading wrong, though he knew

better, but had not the refolution to do otherwiff.

M* Orry was fcarce gone out, when his Majefty fent ',

him the paper, pretending that he had forgotten to
'

fpeak to him about it. The Minifter read it, and

returned: ^* Sir," faid he, " 1 am furprized at the
"

" moderatenefs of the fum ; I reckoned upon a <

" greater one, and I have laid afide 1,500,000. li-
* *>

i

}

r

i

•' vres t for this purpofe." The King, who had hi-

therto been anxious for fear offome difficulty arifingi

was charmed with the zeal and complaifance of M.
Orry : he immediately communicated it to the Mar-
chibnefs; and this trifling circumftance brought him.

into high favour with both of them. He added,

moreover, to this temporary adulation> rcfources

* Fifty thoufand pounds.

t Sixty'two thoufand five hundred poundi.

i»t'

•..•^

Which
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s matter,

5 remon-

tvhich made him be confidered as a ferviceable man, 1743.

in the fituation of things, when expences were con-

tinually increafing. It was neceflary to rcflore the

navy and foreign commerce, which had been much

negledled, and to put the colonics, and the fettle-

ments of the India Company, in a ftate of defence :—
it was neceflary to raife frelh armies, to complete

the former troops, which were almoft reduced to

nothing :—it was neceflary to fupport a phantom of

an Emperor, deprived of his own dominions, having

nothing to pay his troops with, nor even to defray

the charges of his houftiold— in a word, living only

at the expence of France :—it was neceflary to fup-

port the auxiliary war, undertaken for the Houfe of

Auflria, and to prepare for a new one, againit

Powers, whofe league was fl:rengthening itfelf every
^ ^

day.

Whe'ti r ,
• m veneration to the memory of Fleuri,-

or from miftruft of thofe whom his Majefty might

have confulted, or from uncertainty in the choice,

Lewis XV. for the campaign of 1747, adhered to

the meafures already taken. ' They were not better , '

contrived than the preceding. The fame errors were

the refult of them—the fame difunion aniong the al- ..t

lies—the fame reproaches—and confequently misfor-

tunes, lofles, and difgraces. Though no war had i^

been declared, except between the Emperor and the

Queen of Hungary, and between Spain andEngland-^- ,^

the lafl: of which was meerly maritime—yet all the ^
European towers had made extraordinary efforts.- ,

Germany and Italy alone were covered with ten greac^:^^

armies i five of which were in tht lait of thefe king-

doms. That of the Infant t)on Philip, before which,

*ven from the beginning of January, the King of

Vol. II.- . . L* Sardinia-

*
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Sardinia had retreated, marching away from his camp
*~~~~"

of Montmelian, in Piedmont, by Mount Ccnis, and
' the little Mount St. Bernard. Having only need of

part of his troops, he had fent the reft to the Auf-

trians, who compofed the third army. This ex-

tended itfelf from the Milancfe> near to Bologna, and

was oppofcd by that of Count Gages, fucceflbr to

the Duke of Mqntemar, who was inverted with the

Command in chief of the Spaniards, In a word, the

fifth army was that of Naples, flill ina<ftive, but im-

patient of breaking the neutrality impofcd upoR

them by the Englifh. M. de Voltaire makes men-
tion of a fixth, that of Venice> which was only zn

army of obfervation> and of guarantee againft the in-

lults of the reft. \ .. '•-

February. Such a number of amiics |)r6ditee(Jdfi4fthit* battle

of Campo^Sanfto, between Count Gages and Count

^raun, for which Te Deum was fung both at Madrid

and at Vienna, and which confequently decided no-*

thing. The Duke of Modena, appointed fomc

months after Generalifllmo of his Catholic Majefty,

had only an empty title, without bdng able to un-

dertake any thing of importance d\!^ing the whole

campaign. Don Philip- and the Mafqxiis de la

Mina, mafters a fecond time of Savoy, Were not the

more advanced ; they could not penetrate into Italy,

notwithftanding all their efforts, the pafles being all

well fecured. It is the nature of the country which"

renders it extremely difficult to carry on the war here.

On the fide of Piedmont there is a rock,, which may*

put a whole army at defiance j and towards Lom-
.

' bardy, all the country is interfered with rivers and
canals. -'

• -
'^^

Five principal armies in Germany ravaged alfb

" -* * ^- -' :,- - this
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this unhappy country. Two of them were compofcd

bf French troops, and commanded by Generals of

that nation i the third Was that of the Auftrians, led

on by Prince Charles j the fourth was that of the

Englilh, at the head of whom was the King of

England in perlbn, with the Hanoverians ; and the

laft was that of the Dutch, which anfwercd to the

-^,1 army of Naples, in the flownefs of it's march, it's in-

-[idion, and inutility; --^ .-J ", . ...^i v>?- '

;i;
Marfhal BelleiQe had quitted his cantonment uri-

;.Qder Egta fince the Id of January, with the army

.^'.^hich he had fo fortunately and fo Ikilfully brought

away from Prague, and had taken other quarters

upon the Naab, from whence he had marched on the

20th, conducing his troops through the Upper Pa-

latinate J and, after having made them take the road

of Spire, where they were to crois the Rhine, he had

, i: returned to Francfort. Being created, by the King

,;. of Spain, Knight of the Order of the Golden Fleece,

, r he found there the collar of the order, in the hands

,--:<)f the Prince of Bavaria, who had taken upon him

; 1 to invcft the Marfhal with it himfelf, and performed

y|, the ceremony. This was tHe higheft honour he had

j-l,
to exped J but fuch a number of titles, accumulated

-.-I
on his perfon, could not indemnify him for the re-

^ .irCcption he met with on his arrival at the Court erf

•is the Monarch, little calculated for war, who found

r"! j^'himfelf at the eve of a perfonal quarrel with the

5-j Queeiir of Hungary^ and could not but be highly

sryjdiflatisfied with the author of the project. He re-

.
j-jPf

Ceived him with a coldnefs, which was bvtt a melan-

»^f^
choly reward for fo many labours and fatigues, bus

; which fhould be the only one given to all thofe am-

oji'bitioUs pcrfons;^ who facrificc a whole nation to th^
'^

r La " i-eftlcft

H7

1743.
il
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m
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i74-^« reftlefs fpirit that torments them. He retired inta

'

the country, to meditate new fchemes, till an op-

portunity (hould offer of bringing them to light.

Part of h's army refolved itfelf into that of Mar-

flial Broglio, and the reft into that of Marlhal No-
ailles. The firft defended Bavaria ; but there be-

ing a mifunderftanding between him and Count

SeckendorfF, who then commanded the Bavarians,

inftead of aflifting, they only prejudiced each other.

Prince Charles had already collected his troops into

winter quarters, when the Imperial troops were ftill

,
feparately cantoned, and in feveral fmall polls. This

li-
negled, joined to the mortality which prevailed

among the French troops, from their being heaped

together among the German ftoves, to which they

were 'not accullomed, was the caufe of their firft

misfortunes. The diftind parties were feparately

beaten. The Marquis of Minutzi was carried off"

,
at Erblach, with a corps of fix thoufand Bavarians ;

the partifan La-Croix was taken at Pfarkirch, with

three free companies, after a moft vigorous fefiftance j

the Marquis du Chatelet was attacked '' in Dingel-

fingen, by a body of ten thoufand troops; he de-

fended himfelf there, during four-and-twenty hours,

with 13400 men, after which he quitted the place,

^ and crofled the Ifere on a bridge of rafts, under the

protedtion of M. Philippes, at the head of fourteen

battalions and twelve fquadrons. The Prince of

-Conti, who was at Landaw with 1 2,000 men, be-

.ing informed, but too late, that Dingelfingen was

furrounded, haftened to it's relief, and found it

_ evacuajted. In this interval Landaw was furprifed,

and Brunaw befieged, yet the General of Charles VII.

..who was poftcd at Landfhut, did not make the leaft

ftir

. .

• Av^
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ftir to fupport them. In the mean while> Count 1743.
' Saxe, who was left to himfelf, and negle<5lcd, at Stadt- " ~*
Amhoff, being clofely prefTed by Prince Lobkowitz,

who advanced upon him with fuperior forces, fell

' back upon the Danube. A little before this, Baron*

Steints had penetrated into Bavaria by the Tyrol, ^

^ though he had no more than three thoufand Croats,

and was advancing by rapid marches. The Em-
peror, finding his Eleftorate ready to be invaded a

third time by the enemy, and not thinking himfelf

fafc at Munich, marched out of it, and retired to

Augfbourg, an Impcial city. He did not flay there ig jime,

long ; and, upon quitting it, he had the mortifica-

tion to fee it entered by Colonel Ment^el, at the

head of his Pandours, who had the brutality to load

him with infults in the ftreets : the Emperor took

refuge in Francfort. Thus Prince Charles, by his

aftivity, and by the reciprocal jealoufies among the

allies, after having re-conquered Auftria and Bohe-

mia, made himfelf alfo matter of all Bavaria.

Marlhal Broglio, who had been for a long time

diffatisfied with General SeckendorfF, had always

faid and written, even before the campaign, that

he could not keep Bavaria. He waited at Dona-

wert the King's orders to bring back his troops upon?

the Rhine, and grew impatient. But his Majefty, to

fecure his return, had difpatched Marfhal Noailles

with 40,oco men. This General crofled the Rhine,

and immediately detached Count Segur, at the

head of 1 2,000 men, to. go and meet Broglio, and

marched himfelf towards the Rhine, to obferve the

army of Englifh, Heflians, and Hanoverians, com-

manded by Earl Staits, and to be at hand to cover

l-prraine or Bavaria, according to the motions th«

h ^ cnemjf

c»



150

1743-

THE PRIVATE LIFE
enemy might make. He found them encamped oi>

the right bank of the river, between Dcttingen an4

Afchaffembourg, where the King of England was juft

arrived. They were in fuch a pofition, that they

might have been inclofed, ftarved, played upon by

the artillery of the French, and forced to furrender

prifoners. The Marflial formed the plan of doing

this i he ordered all the necefTary difpofitions, tooL;

poffeffion of Afchaffembourg, bordered the Rhine

with artillery, and placed the pafs of Dettingen un-

der a guard of twelve, thoi|fand men on this fide of 4

deep ravin. He forbad them to pafs this ravinii

but his orders were not executed : the troops went

over it in his abfence ; and thi$ Hngle detachment

gave battle to forty thoufand of the enemy : tho

aftion could not be fuftained j the French were

pbliged to give way, and the Englifh had the good

fortune to get out of this cul de fac, where they muft

either have perifhed or furrendered. The greateft

misfortune the French experienced in this aftiou;,

which lafted four hours and a half, was the lofs of

a number of men of diftin<5lion, a,nd brave officers,

who, feeing their regiments fly, ranged themfelves

in line of battle, and chofe rather to die honourably,

jn keeping their ground, than to fave themfelves by

a difgracefql flight. Many of 'the Houfehold troops

cfpecially, and of the Regiment of Guards, perilhed $

twenty-one of them were reckoned to be killed on

the fpot, and as many dangeroufly wounded. The
puke of Chartres had a horfe killed under him.

Count Clermont, though already Abbe of Saint Ger-

tnain desprez, recoUefting the example of the.famous

Biihqp of Beauvais, fo renowned in hiftory, ^er-

fornned prodigies of valour. The Prince of Dombe^
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and the Count d'Eu were wounded, as well as the 17 4J.
Count d'Harcourt, the Count de Beuvron, and the

Duke dc Boufflers. The Count de la Motte-Hou-

dancourt, Firft Gentleman Ufher to the Queen, was

a long time trampled under the horfes feet, and car-

ried olf almod dead. The Marquis of Gontaut had

his arm broken -, the Duke de Rochechouart, Firft

Gentleman of the bed-chamber, having been twice

^ wounded, and ftill continuing, in the engagement,

was killed on the fpot. The Marquifes de Sabran

and de Fleuri, with the Counts d'Eftradc and de

Roftaing, loft their lives on the Held.

" Among tl»e fingular events of this day," fays

M. de Voltaire, " we muft not omit the death of
*• a Count of Bouffler§, of the family of Remien-
** courf , He was a child between ten and eleven
**' years of age j a canon-ball broke his leg : he re-

" ceived the ftroke, faw his leg cut off, and died
** with equal coolnefs. So much youth, joined to

^ " fo much courage, affected- all thofe who were wit-
*' neffes of his fate.

" The lofs was not much more inconfiderable on
" the fide of the Englifii officers. The King of

England fought on foot and on horfeback ; fome-

times at the head of the cavalry, fometimes of

the infantry. The Duke of Cumberland was

wounded by his fide ; the Duke d'Aremberg,
** who commanded the Auflirians, received a mulket-
" Ihot in the upper part of his cheft : the Englilh

" loft feverai General officers. But the aftion was
** too unequal. Courage alone was oppofed to

*' bravery, numbers, and difcipline. At length

** Marflial Noailles ordered the retreat, which was
" not executed without confufion. The King of

L 4 *^ England

cc

t(
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1 743* " England dined upon the field of battle, and withi'

drew afterwards, without giving time to carry'

away all his wounded, about fix hundred of which
" he left behind, whom Lord Stair recommended to-

** the generofity of Marfhal Noailles. The French
" took care of them, as of their own countrymen, .

" &c."

In a word, the Englifh thought themfclvcs fo hap--

py to have arrived fafe and found at Hanover, that

they ftaid there a Iqng time, and did nothing the reft

of the campaign.

Let us take a review of the miftakes that were
,

committed upon this occafion, for the information

of pofterity, fince this is the chief advantage that

pan be derived from fuch fanguinary accounts. ^ -

Marfhal Noailles had, in the firfl: inftance, been

guilty of ncgledt, in fuffering himfelf to be foreftalled

by the Englifh General, whofc acftivity feized upon

an advantageous poft, which the Marllial had in-

tended to occupy. He repaired this negledt by

Ikilfully availing himfelf of the circumftances, and-

pofting himfelf upon the borders of the Rhine, over
,

which he threw two bridges, in order to have a free

paflTage acrofs it, to make himfelf mafter of the pafTes

above and belqw the enemy's camp, cut off their

fubfiflence, and take advantage of the motions made >

on the other fide of the river by the confederate

army, which was foon in want of provifions. So far,

therefore, the Marlhal had the fuperiority, and re-

mained mafter of the campaign.

Lord Stair, who \yas too great a man not to own
tyhen he was in the wrong, was fenfible of the mif-

tnkc he had nrtade, in fuffering the two bridges to be

thrown over the river, and he wilhed that the King:•
,:• ;/./ of

( /
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of England would have broken up the cannp fooner 1743.

than he did. His Majefty perfiftcd in remaining in " •

his poft. The foldier was reduced to half a ration

a day. Forage was fo fcarce, that it was propofed

to hamftring the horfes, and in a couple of days

the army would have been forced to have recourfe

to this extremity. "!

''In the middle of the night, his Britannic Majefty

ordered his army to break up camp in the greateft

nience, and hazarded this dangerous and precipitate

march, as the only refource he had left. The Count

of Noailles was the firft who perceived this move-

ment, and fent word to his father: the Marlhal rofe,

^nd faw the Englift^ rulhing on their deftrudtion

through a narrow way, between a mountain and a
'

river, lie made the moft fkijful difpofitions to fur-

round the epemy in the defile through which they

rpuft neceflarily pafs. An unavoidable fnare was

thus laid for them. . If they had been attacked only

with the certain advantage of ground, the King of .

England himfelf might have been taken prifoner,

and the confequences of fuch a fuccefs cannot be af-

certained. .^, . -*. - ; , -,

r-^- After thefe difpofitions, the moft prudent that

could bj made, the General went away, under pre-

tpncc of examining a ford, in order to pu(h forward

an additional number of cavalry, the better to dif-

cover the pofition of the enemy. He contented

himfelf with recommending to the Duke of Gram-
rnont, his nephew, I^ieutenant General, and Colonel

of the French Guards, who commanded in this poft,

to wait for tl>e favourable moment, and to allow it

to come on without precipitating it j after which he

left him. It was this capital f^ult which for e\er ,

1

m

t
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ftaincd the memory of the Mardial, which rendered

him the averfion of fo many dcfolatc families, and

the derifion of the jefters, who ridiculed him in fomc

malicious fongs, and fixed a wooden fword to the

gate of his hotel, as an emblem of the inutility of his

fword upon this occafion.

The Duke dc Grammont, carried away by his ar-

dent impetuofity, which would have been rnoderated

by the prefcnce of his uncle, loft all the benefit of

thefe excellent difpofitions, and, quitting the advan-

tageous ground upon which he was polled, found

himfclf foon engaged with the whole of the Englilh

army, when he thought he had only their rearrguard

T.o engage with. He attacked them in a plain, where

it was eafy for them to form. The batteries of canon,

planted along the Rhine by the Marquis de Valliere,

the ableft General officer of artillery at that time,

which were calculated to have the greateft efl^ed,

became ufelefs, becaufe they would have played up-

on the French themfelves in the confufion.

. Some of the regiments of infantry behaved with

great bravery, but the regiment of French Guards

ran away at the third charge, communicated terror to

the reft, arjd abandoned the cavalry. The Marquis of

Puyfegur, fon of the Marftial of that name, and

Colonel of a regiment, was obliged with his own
hand to kill fome of his men who would not rally,

and were crying out j Let him efcape who can. The
King's horfe guards, and the carabineer?, difplaycd

9. greater (hare of valour than of order and difcipline.

Fifty Moufquetaires, hurried on by their impetuofity,

found themfelves engaged in the midft of the Scotch

Greys, a famous regiment in England, compofcd of

picked men, and well mounted. Crufhed by num- ^

^ers, the Moufquetaires were aU wounded or taken

prifoners,.
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prifoners. The foldiers who fled, i;Tiagining that

the enemy was in purfult of them, threw themfelvcs

into the river, where fome of them were drowned,

Marfhal Noailles came up only in time to be witnefs

of the confufion, and to order a retreat for form

fake.

Such a number of accumulated errors committed

by the French, were compenfatcd by one capital

miftake of the Englifh, which wa^ alfo acknowV. dged

by Lord Stair •—they ought to have purfued the

vanquifhed army, and, by croffing th" Rl ;ne, ren-

dered the victory complete, •

In any other country, Marlhal Noailles w( . Id

have run great rilques j but he had a powerfiii pa-

tronefs with the King, in the Countefs r i 'ouloufe,

jiis filler. He could not even attempt to juftify

himfelf, becaufe he muft then have thrown the blame

upon his nephew, or rather, becaufe if he had incul-

pated his nephew, he would not have exculpated

himfelf. He fuftained the general cenlure of the

army with boldnefs. He could not have faid with

Scipioj Let us go and reiurn thanks to the Gods in

fhe Capitol j but he afcribed to himfelf the merit of

not having given up matters 'n, J:fpair, and of hav-

ing prevented the mifchief from being greater. He
imputed the misfortune chiefly to want of difcipline,

Tl»e following are the fcnuraents of Lord Stair upon themat-^

ter, which Voltaire profeiTes to kav? had from himfelf.

'* The writer of this hiftory, meeting with Lord Stair a few

f r weeks aft^r the battle, took the liberty of aflung him, what

he thoQ^ht of the battle of Dettingen i I think, faid the Gene>

ral, tbatytu n^t onetnfftakt there, and nue fwo ; yourfault avas

to have crojfed the ramm, and not to have teaited ; our ttuofaults

'Mere,firfit to haveput ourfelves in danger ofbeing all cut off\ and^

** fecondlyt not to have availed ourfelvef of ow vi^ory,"

.

.' ^nd

«
(C
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1743' and wrote a judicious, eloquent, and inftruflive let-

ter to his Majefty, to reprefent the extreme neceflity

of refloring it.

' After this aftion, feveral Englifh and French offi-

cers went to Francfort, a city which always remained

neutral, and treated each other with the fame civility

as the Generals did. The Emperor fet them the ex-

ample, by receiving with equal complaifance the

officers of both nations, who came to pay their court

to him. There was not one of them, perhaps, whofe

condition he did not inwardly envy: he had not

wherewithal to fubfift his family ; no one would

make him the lead advance, and Marfhal Noailles

gave him forty thoufand crowns*, upon a bill of

exchange which he had. He was reduced to the

neceflity of imploring that fame Queen of Hungary,

. whom he had been upon the point of dethroning :

he offered her to renounce all his pretenfions to

the inheritance of the Houfe of Auftria. The He-
reditary Prince of HefTc took this negotiation upon

himfelf, and went with the Emperor's propofals to

the King of England, who was then at Hanover.

King George anfwercd, that he would confult his

Parliament. Even this negotiation of the Prince of

Hefle, ferved only to convince Charles VII. that his

enemies had conceived the defign of taking the em-

pire from him. Deprived of this refource, he took

the refolution to declare himfelf neuter in his own
.^ caufe J and he a(ked permilFion of the Queen of

Hungary, that he might leave the remainder of his

troops in Swabia, where they fhould be confidered

99 troops of the Empire. At the fame time he of^

..l*f
w.r

M.ii. J Fire thoqfand poundi,
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fered to fend Marfhal Broglio's arm>' back into '

France. The Queen anfwered, that jhe was not at

war with the chief of the Empire, kcaufcy according to

the arrangement of the Golden Bully which had been

violated by his ele^ion, fhe had not ackndwledged him as

Emperor ; that therefore fhe would caufe his troops to

he attacked wherever they fhould be found j thaty how-

every Jhe would not prevent him from taking a perfonal

refuge upon the territories of the Empire, except upon

thofe of Bavaria.

The affair of Dettingen contributed only to pre-

cipitate the retreat of Marfhal Broglio, and to make

Charles VII. lofe the fortreffes he had ftill remain-

ing. Marfhal Broglio having arrived, on the 9th

of July, at Wimpfen, upon the Necker, refigned

his army to Count Saxe, under the command of

Marfhal de Noailles. He had been obliged to leave

hoflages in the feveral neutral ftates through which

he had pafTed, as a fecurity that no hoflilities fhould

be committed on his march; a precaution which was

very ufelefs, becaufe Prince Charles, with his whole

army, followed his troops, as far as the frontiers.

Of about 130,000, which had been fcnt at different

times into the Empire, he brought back only 25,000,

and, according to fome accounts, much lefs. But all

, writers agree in their account of the deplorable con-

dition of thefe unfortunate remains. It is reckoned

that thefe two campaigns cofl France at leafl 80,000

men, not by arms, but by cold, milery; and defer-

. tion •, and that they put her to the expence of three

hundred millions * extraordinary.

Marfhal Broglio repaired to Court, where he was

ill received. This General, whofe bravery and con-

X Twelve million five hundred thoufand pounds.
- dua:
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dud in Bohemia had been fo highly extolled, thai

he was looked upon as the befl General in the king-

dom> did no|: find one friend who was willing^ or

could venture to fpeak a word in his favour, and was

ordered to retire -to his country feat. It was faid

that this was a fatisfadlion required by the Em-
peror—a very cruel piece of injuftice, to an officer of

feventy-fjve years of age, who had been engaged in

the moft difficult war fince the memory of man, in

which every fort of difguft, of danger, and fatigue^

were combined. His brother, the Abbe, who had

been a very fafliionable man at Courts and was re-

tired to his abbey of Mont Saint-Mscbeli difgufted

of the world and of pleafure, appeared in public

again upon this occalion, and, after having folicited

the Marfhal's freedom, became the companion of

bis difgrace and affliftions, and afterwards returned

into his dtfart, which from that time he never

quitted.

Had there been any juftifiable motive for this

revenge, it would have afforded but a trifling con-

fblation to Charles VII. infulated in Francfort^ and

deprived of fubjedls. The Q^en of Hungary had

«3 Aug. caufed them to take the oaths of allegiance to her,

and it was in vain that the Emperor protefted

againft this ad. A printer of the city of Stadt-Am-

hoff", having publifhed this proteft of his maftcr's^

was condemned to be hanged in the public fquare;

This was not the only outrage committed > the

Council of Auftria, fome time after, preiented even

in Francfort, to the Imperial Didature, fome me-
morials, in which the election of Charles VII. was

' declared ahfolutely and^ntirely nuU, The new Elcftoi'
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of Mentz *, High Chancellor of the Empire, who
had been raifed to this dignity againft the Emperor's

wilhes, 11 fed to regifter thefe niciaorials in the re-

cords of the Empire. Charles VJi. had nothing to

do but to complain : his complaints were made in

letters J and, to complete his mortificati'i^n, the King

of England, in quality of Eleftor of Hanover, an-

fwered him, that the Queen of Hungary and the

Eleftor of Mentz were in the right. At length,

^ they talked of compelling him to refign the Empire,

: and to give it up to the Duke of Tufcany. - "^

^s This propofal, which ought to have recalled to

'' the memory of the French, the conferences of

Gertruydcnberg, and to have excited them to fup-

port a Prince whofe misfortunes were owen to His

'• too great confidence in them, ferved only to difcou-

rage them. The Emperor faw himfelf almoft with-

'^ out allies. M. de la Noue, Minifter from Lewis XV.
at the Diet of the Empire, made a declaration, fig- ,

nifying, that his Majefty was informed of the defire !^

of the Princes to interpofe their mediation to put aijni/.

,
i*' an end to the war in Germany, and that the Em-
J' peror and the Queen of Hungary having entered

«i into negotiations, he had fent orders to his troops

' tj* to return upon the frontiers of hi^ kingdom, inaf-

-r much as they were only auxiliaries; and that he

>3 was at the fame time prompted to take this ftcp,

' 1.3 in order to give the Germanic body a tcftimony of >

Sf] his attention and inclination for peace. .**» .

Mm3 Englaml and Auftria were not yet fatisfied ; they

.;|.. *' His pfedeeefiTor had died on the 20th of March, and the
"

facceffor was appointed on the 21ft of April following. This -^

J Eleftor is in general lefs powerful from the number of hi»

^'•^ troops, thai from the authority he derives from his dignity.

2 * wifhcd

I i'i
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1743. wifhed to avail thcmfelves of their advantages, an^ -

"
-• carried their infolcnce fo far, as to infift that

Charles VIl. fhould himfelf apply to have the

Grand Duke, his enemy, eleded King of the Ro-

mans. This was the laft ad of humiliation : it was

the fame as when they wanted to oblige Lewis XIV.

to concur in expelling his grandfon from the throne •

upon which he had placed him. In the mean .

while, Marfhal Noailles, in confequence of the

King's declaration, had retired upon the Rhine, and
,

had commiflioned Count Saxe to aflift Marlhal ,

Coigny, who commanded in Alface, in preventing

the Prince from crofling the river.

Then it was that Lewis XV. infpired with 3

degree of fpirit by his miftrefs, who to much mean-

nefs joined fome energy and elevation of foul,
,

wiflied to try his ftrength with a Prince who
was a worthy competitor, and to put himfelf at the

head of his army in Alface. He had ordered his "

baggage to be got ready, and wrote word of his in-

tentions to Marfhal Noailles, who anfwered in thefe

cxprefs words : " Your affairs are neither in a fuf-

ficiently good or bad flate, to induce your Ma-
jefly to take this flep at prefent.'*

4 Aug. Prince Charles had in fad made an attempt ta •

penetrate into France j notwithftanding the con-

tinual fire of the oppofite army, he had fettled him-

felf in an ifland of the Rhine, near to the antient..

;

Briffac, with about 12,000 men, and the Prince of

Waldeck, who commanded under him, had begun- ,^j

^-- another expedition the fame day. Meeting withf,^>j

no obflacle, he had already penetrated as far a*

Rheinweiller with 3,000 grenadiers i but this expe-^,^

dition had not been fo fortunate as that of Prince ^

cc

(C

.:.» •<
Charles I'
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1743.Charles : he had been warmly repulfed by th^ Mar-

quis de Balincourt, and his troops had almbft all 30 Aug.'

beeri killed; drowned, or taken prifohers. Befidcs,

Marlhal Nodilles, having drawn nearer to fupport

Marihad Coigny, who was unable to make head

againft PririCe Chafles, the latter found it impoflible

to carry his projeft in execution ; he was unwilling

to hazard the laufels he had acquired in this cam-

paign, fieifig apprehenfivc that the river would
.

overflow, he retired into the territory 6[ Brifgow, ^

where he fettled in winter quarters, although the

Englifh had an army of near 70,060 men to aflift

him, fince they had been joined by the Dutch at

Worms, to the number of 2d,cto6. -- r- "-•
v

*r,

^

At the end thefefore of the campaigh, it appear-

ed, that of all the countries conquered by France for

the Emperor, there were no remains ; but that

France at leaft wais riqt penetrated. Branaw, and

Straubirig, had capitulated j the; garrrfon of Egra, 6 Sept,

iipon the river Egra, were reduced to the crtiel cjw-

tremity of furrehdering prifoners of war, with the

Marquis of Herouville, who commanded them.

At length M. de Grahdville delivered up In-

golftadty and obtained a free retreat, no=t only for

himfclf and his troops, but even for all the French 5 0fl;i

that were in the towns of Bavaria, where he com-

manded. M. de Voltaire obferves, this is thfc firft

time that ainy garrifon, in furrendering itfelf, had,...'

obtained the liberty of oxher troops. It was Ge-
.^^

neral BerenclaW who granted thii fingular and

honourable capitulation.

There is another anecdote of this campaign,

Which deferves to be recorded, though lefs glorious

in itfelf^ yet more ftriking, from the incredible au-

VoL. II. M dacity

mm
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1743. dacity of the author of it, and from the atrociob*

cruelty that diftinguifhes it. This circumftance

would induce us, indeed, to refer it to the nnore

barbarous ages, if it were not attefted by our co-

tenmporaries. The anecdote alluded to, is that of

Colonel Mentzel, of that partizan, whom good for-

tune, and brutal valour, had occafioned the Queen

of Hungary to raife from the moft obfcure fta-

tion, to the higheft military honours, a^id who had

been the firft perfon to whom Munich had fur-

rendered. "While all the army was employed in

watching Prince Charles, and oppofing his dcfignS,

^ this j>artizan had penetrated, at the head of a troop

of determined robbers, eager for plunder like him-

felf, beyond the Sarre, and had entered the fron-

tiers of Lorraine. FJe had the boldnefs to circu-

late a print, under the name of declaration or ma-
rvifcfto, addrefled, on the 20th of Auguft, to the pro-

vinces of Alface, Burgundy, Franche-Comte, and

the three Bifhoprics : he invited the people, in the

name of the Queen of Hungary, to return, as he

faid,; to the obedience of the Houfe of Auftria y he

threatened the inhabitants who fliould take arm*

againft her, to hang them up, aft^r having forced

them to cut off their own hands, nofe, and ears. So>

favage an inftance of brutality excited only con-

tempt : but he did. not the lefs commit all kinds

of exceffes with impunity; he raifed great contri-

butions, and carried off a confidcrable property. His
horrid condud, contrary to the rights of nations^

injurious to the majefty of the Throne, and dif*>

gulling from it's inhumanity, fhould have been pii**

nilhed by his Sovereign j but there are,, aitioft itt'

all armies, fome of thefe irregular troops, v/ho are

.,?^..

:

-t.ft' ^ "1. not
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hot fubjeft to the difcipline of the reft, and whofe

titili(?y increafes in proportion to their cruelty.

This is one of thofe abufes of war too much toler-

ated, and which makes human nature fhudden

Fortunately, Ment2:el, not being prote(5ted by a

neighbouring army, to keep the people in awe, was

fbon obliged to put an end to the courfe of his

rapine, and to retire, in order to avoid the punifh-

inent he was threatened with. Lorraine, as Well

as Alface, and France, were delivered, and entirely

free from enemies. It was thought fortunate to

have obtained fome trifling advantage on the defen-

live. After having, in the firft inftance, carried on

an ofFenfiye war with fo much rapidity, by what

means could the French pofTibly be reduced to this

ftate of hunnliliation ? Various caufes have been af-

iigned for this. Voltaire mentions one which was

more important, finee, according to him, the others

Were only fecondary caufes. This originated in the

Emperor, who was but indifferently (killed in the

art of war, and, being a man of flender talents, was

equally incapable either of conceiving or executing

great things. " To begin fuch refolutions," fays he,

*' a man muft take them himfelf, and never did
** Prince make an important conqueft by the af-

" fiftance of others." v*^ > - ; i >)-

What a train of evils doth one falfeftepin politics

draw after it ! and how different was the fituation of

France^ fince Ihe had deprived the Houfe ofAuftria of

the Imperial Throne ! The fame jealoufy, which had

fo long lain dormant, from the veil of illulion which

Cardinal Fleuri had fpread over the European Powers,

by the fpirit of peace, equity, and moderation, he

had upheld for fuch a length of time^ and whicK

ion
' Ma he
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he had yet given up too foon, was now rbuzcrf

more ftrongly than ever ; and Lewis XV. likfe his

great grandfather, was left with Spain alone> and

at the eve of feeing all Europe combined againi^

him.

The King of Sardinia, perceiving the bad fuc-

cefs of the arms of France, had at length taken his

refolution, and his Minifters, with thofe of the

Queen of Hungary, and of the King of England,

had, on the 13th of September, figned a treaty at

Worms, by which the Queen ceded to him part of

the Vigenafco, the city of Placentia, and the dutchy

of Parma, together with all her rights to- the mar-

quifate of Final, belonging to the Genoefe. The
cofttraifling parties, moreover, made arrangements

for the continuation of the war, and the King of

England obliged him(elf to keep a ftrong fquadron

in the Mediterranean for the common, caufc. The
King of Polandy Elector of Saxony, who had been

already neuter, fince the treaty of Breflaw,. encou-

raged by this intelligfenee, went ftill further, and

concluded at Vienna, with the Queen of Hungary,

a treaty of alliance,, by which the two Powers re-

ciprocally guaranteed thfir dominion* to each

other.

The Dutch, who are not eafily put in motion-,

bad at length taken their refolution, upon the idea,

that France was exhaufted of men and money. One
of the principal members of the' Republic had ai-

ferted, that. Lewis XV. could not put more than

one hundred thoufand men on foot, and that the

fpecie of his kingdom, did not exceed i:co,ooo,ooo *••

,
* Between ei^ht and nine millions ilerling^.

*v
|a
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In vain did M. Van Hoey, Ambaflador frona the 1743.

States General to the Court of France, who had a
"

nearer and better view of matters, reprefent to

them, that the only part they had to aft was that

of peace - makers : his advice could not prevail

againft the Demon of Difcordj the Englifh fac-

tion got the better, and the Republic furnillied

their contingent of twenty thoufand men. Not-

withftanding this, they ftill kept the fame Ambaf-

fador at the Court of France, and turned him
into ridicule, by printing his difpatches, becaufe they

wfembled rather the counfels of a Philofopher, than

the letters of a Politician. They fent him the un-

paralleled prohibition, to avoid mixing any of his

own refleftions with them in future.

At length the ceflation of the war, artfully ex^

cited by the Cardinal, between Ruffia and Sweden,

before the intended invafion of Bohemia, and which

had pitivented Ruflia from efpoufing the caufe of

the Queen of Hungary, left that Power hencefor-

Y/ard at liberty. Befides, this circumftance de-

prived F^rance of the affiftance of Sweden, exhaufted

by it's misfortunes, and it's lofles, and being in

£bme meafure under the influence of it's rival, from

whofe hands Sweden had received it's King f. »; June.

t The preliminary articles of this peace between Sweden an4

Ruffia, were figned at Abo, on the 27th of June 1743. The

eleftion of the Biftiop of Lubec to fucceed to the throne of Swe-

den, was ftipulated as one of the principal conditions of them,

upon which the renunciation of the Duke of Holftein Gottorp,

of his pretenfions to this Crown, were made to depend, as well

as the reftitution . of part of the conquefts made over Sweden by

Ruflia. The treaty was figned at Abo, on the 17th of Auguft,

|b conformity to thefe preliminariea.
\

\^ .V M3 , Thijf
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Thus was the ftorm gathering againft Frj^ncc,

from the North to the South j and, by the vicifli-

tude of human affairs, that country feemed likely

foon to become the fcene of the warj and was

alarmed for it's own fafcty. But it is at thefc

times cfpecially that a nation becomes moft vi-

gorous J and though eafily difcouraged with the

difgraces experienced in a foreign country, yet

when it is repulfed, purfued, and preffed back upoa

itfelf, it then refumes it's fpirit, and it's fupe-

riority. - .

.

...
.

J
,

. In the frequent Councils holden during the win-

ter, means were propofcd to prevent the misfor-

tune, with which the kingdom was threatened—to

det?ach fome allies from the league that was form-

ing—to acquire others—to contrive better-concerted

plans—to carry them into execution with more
vigour, and greater harmony—^^and, in a word, by

adopting ofFenfive meafures, to reftore fuperiority

and luftre to his Mqjefty's arms.

' RuHia, which began to acquire fome influence

in the affairs of Europe, was to be attended to,

not only on account of the connexions Ihe might

form with the Queen of Hungary, but alfo from

that which fhe had recently made with England,

by a treaty of defenfive alliance, concluded at

Mofcow, between thofe two Powers. They pro-

mifed each other mutual afliftance, in cafe either of

them were attacked. France wanted to be revenged

of his Britannic Majefty, whofe Aips were con-

tinually infuking the French flag, and yet that

Power wifhed to prevent Ruflla from joining in the

quarrel, under the pretence of a declaration of
w?ir, which was become unavoidable.

RufliJi
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Ruflia was at that time lefs an objed of appre-

henfion, refpeding the war with the Emperor, be-

caufe fhe had juft publifhed a manifefto, in which

fhe complained gricvoufly of the intrigues and

machinations of the Marquis de Botta, the Queen
of Hungary's Minifter at her Court. She accufed

him of having confpired to excite an infurreftion

there j but the fpeedy fatisfacflion. given by that So-

vereign, was a proof of the confideration the Queen
had for that Power, and of the defire fhe had of

forming a connexion with it. No perfon could

more properly be chofen to ward off this ftroke

than the Marquis de la Chetardie, who had already

rcfided in RufTia in the Czar's time, and who being

then known to Elizabeth Petrowna, a Princefs of

a peculiar caft, had previoufly been in favour with

her. It was well known, that fhe had regretted

his departure. He was therefore fent back to

Mofcow in quality of Ambaffador Extraordinary

and Plenipotentiary. Unfortunately, that Noble-

man carried with him into 'this country a confe-

quential behaviour, and, afluaaing all the airs of a

coxcomb, with the fparkling levity of a man of in-

trigue, offended the Emprefs exceedingly by his in-

conftancy and contempt. He received orders from

her to quit the capital in four-and-twenty hours,

and the kingdom in a week. To colour this in-

fult done to the Ambaffador of France, the Czarina

pretended to charge him with the fame offence as

the Marquis de Botta. His papers were feized,

and it was given out, that the plan of an approach-

ing revolution had been found in them. But the

circumftance, which proves that the only crime he

had been guilty of, was the forgetfulnefs of the

, :<^' M 4 favours
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I744p favours he had received from the Emprcfs, who ha()
""^""^

treated him with peculiar diflinftion, is, that (he

pever made any direft complaint to Lewis XV. nor

required any fatisfadtion for the conduft of his

Miniftcr, but confined herfclf to the punilhments

ufually infli6led by women upon fimilar occafions,

in obliging him tq return the pledges he had of

h^r afFedlion, as well as the efFedts of her libera-

lity to him, arid eyen the very marks of honour with

which flie had decorated him. He was fucceeded

by a man who had refided a long time in Rufl[ia>

and was acquainted with the language, but who
, wanted the talents neceflary to eftabliOi an influence,

pr the fpirit of intrigue which may be fybftituted to

them.

A new revolution was projcfting in the north,

to bring back an ally of greater importance thaa

the Czarin?, which was the King of Pruflia. He
began to look with a jealoMs eye upon the fuccefle?

of the Queen of Hungary, by which Ihe was bc-

<:oming more and more formidable; he perceived

that if tjie progrefs of her arms were not flopped^

he (hould have occafion to fear for Silefia, the con-

queft of which was not well fecured, not being

guaranteed to him* according to cuflom, by the

preponderating Powers. This change of difpofi-

tion in the Monarch was made ufc of, to induce

i>im to fide with the Emperor.

He was animated by the example of the King of

Sardinia, one of the Sovereigns who then beft un-

derftood his own interefts. That Prince had ag-

grandized himfclf by taking up arms againft the

father of Maria Therefa ; he had gained the Tor-

ipnefe, the Yaiais, part of thq Navarefc, and the
'

.

'
. territorial
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1744.Cerritorial dominion of the Hefs of L.anghes ; and^

by declaring in favour of the daughter, he had juft

obtained a ratification of thefe acquifitions, with an

increafe of them.

The King of Pniflia was very capable of imitat-

ing fuch an example : he entered into conferences,

but required the moft inviolable fecrecy. M. Ame-
lot, the Minifter for foreign affairs, whom thi?

Monarch did not approve of, or whofe indifcretion

he feared, was facrificed to circumfVances j for

though, to remove the idea of difgrace from this

difmilTion, the King rewarded him magnificently,

yet, as rewards, under his reign, did nor always

imply real ferviccs, it was not lefs imagined that

fome private difcontent was the caufe of this re-

moval. This event furnifhed another opportunity

of difplaying the character of this l'*rince. When
he had determined to require M. Amelot to refign,

at parting from him after the Council, in order that

he might the better afcertain the fpot where he in-^

tended that his pleafurc Ihould be fignified to him,

he afked him, where he was going to, as if he took

particular concern about him. The Minifter, hav-

ing anfwcred, that he was going to Paris, was

much furprized to fee Count Maurepas, his friend, »6 April,

but efpecially his wife's friend, who came there in

quality of Secretary of State of the department of

Paris, to announce the orders of his mafter. He ^

comforted him, with telling him .from the King,

that this removal was not for any real motive of

diiTatisfadiion, but merely for political reafons, and

perhaps only for a time. His Majefly did in fa<5t

referve to hin[)felfthe department of foreign affairs'

fflX a few months, 'till the circumftances, becoming

til
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1744. lefs critical and Icfs troublcfome through his care,

-. fhould allow him to refign them into other hands

;

this entertained the Minifter's hopes of returning

to Court, and made the public, who did not regret

him, apprehend that] they fhould fee him reinftated.

In reality, it was Marfhal Noailles, M. de Cha-

vigny, and M, du Theil, who took care of this de-

partment i M. de Chavigny efpecially, Ambaffador

to Portugal, who was lately returned, and was con-

fidered as the greateft politician in France ; who, be-

fides, had defervedly conciliated to himfclf the efteem

of foreigners j who was prudent, cool, and had an

uncommon fhare of difcernment. He was chofen

to be the manager of the negotiation, which was to

be carried on at Francfort. In order to deceive

the inquifitivenefs of curiofity, he was not invefted

with any public character, and it was the Count of

Baviere who figured with the dignity of Ambaffador

Extraordinary to the Emperor. The Emiffary of

France did not want for ftrong arguments to induce

the King of Pruflia, who was always ready to de-

termine J but who was not to break out till the

time agreed upon. To give the better colour to

this fecond aggreffion, he feduced again, by his in-

finuations, fome other German Princes.

In Italy, the King of Naples had only remained

inaftive, fo long as to give him time to fecure his

coads from a defcent, to put his ports in fuch a ftate

of defence, that he might have nothing to fear from

the Englifh, and efpecially to make his city of Naples

ftrong enough to prevent any Englifti Captain from

vifiting it in future, and from infulting his Majefty,r

by prefuming to give him orders.

;. .-, • ,^^:'*-- • He^
••
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He did not confider himfelf as bound by a com-
pelled neutrality. The fuccefs of Don Philip—the

dcfire ofcontributing to the eftablifhment ofa brother,

which was. a very natural fentiment—the warm
folicitations of the Courts of France and Spain—and

a ftrong ayerfion for the Houfe of Auftria—were all

fo many motives for him to break it. His pre-

cautions being taken, he collected a powerful army,

and marched in perfon at the head of his troops,

which amounted to 26,000 men. Unfortunately, he

was obliged to employ 12,000 of thefe to guard the

frontiers ofCalabria from a peftilence, which raged in

his dominions, by forming a chain of vaft extent.

The reft of his army remained upon the frontiers of

the Abruzzo, waiting till circumftances would allow

him to acl, and to affift the Spanifh army of the King,

his father.

The Genoefe, who were already fecretly inclined

towards France, declared openly for that Power, upon

the ceflion of the Marquifate of Final, which they

confidered as giving away their own properiy. They

had bought it from the late Emperor, Charles VI.

for 1,200,000 livres *. This fum was indeed offered

to be returned to them; but they were required to

rebuild the caftle, which they had demolifhed, and

this would have coft them more. They were, there-

fore, much offended with this arrangement. Their

port might be of great fervice to the allies, who did

not negleft to folicit this republic, and to apply for

their alTiftance.

"While the King's Council exhaufted all the re-

fources of politics in thefe frefh negotiations, they

171

1^ Fifty thoufand pounds.

did



8 Feb,

THE PRIVATE LIFE

calculated to encourage fo^/rr''""^ ^° ^^ -^de
and to ftrifce terror into^Ul b

* ht f*?
°"''" '" "««>

France in the n.oft fo mSw' f:*'''^'"^
*« force of

"ertion was made from a oIT^'T"'-
'^^' "^ft

leaftexpeaed, frornZ^tl'lTTi} -s the
fitions fettled bv the Ch;.r 7.' ""^ ""« '•i'po-

h- honour. Un orcuna ,;
1""''" '""""^'/'o

anfwerabletorhebXf'of h^^'T" '^"^ "°'

--a"cr7r?---of^d-

'^ Spanilhfquadron, wh ch hair'"
;''°" °^^°"'°"

Spanilh fquadron co^ ^^''^^ '"'° I^'X- The
force folch fupe?;;. aln'"-'

""' '^''""' »
"aaion. Don Jofcph Ca '

'1^ *'' '''"^ "^
•t, caufed his gunner' who w "I'itl n,-?,°r

""^'^
a«. to praaift in the French r, -

^'^^^"^ '" '''ei'-

King was incenfcd a^ the bl ;'
r'"'^' ^^e

he equipped a fquadron confiElIf/"^
="6''* '

of the line, f^^r frigat,, and ^fee fir^r"
'^'''^

gave orders to M de r„, .
'

^e fire-ftips; and
General i„ the nat 1. ' '^' '""^ lieutenant

Spani/h fquadronTlnd -/m "k
"''' '"' '° J"'" '^^

^heir pa4e, to fighttim ^^T^J'^f °PPofe
hers. Thefe were mS ^''"^ *° ""«-
Me of the energy forTn .IT^'r

^""'^'^-''h'e on the •

reckoned fifq,- wo'^ f" *'fi '^"f"""
'""''^ ^^re^

of battle ftips.
'
'^">-'^''* °f "hich were line

Accordingly .he enemy's Admiral offered to en^'e^e.
H'--draw„upi„,i„eofb,f,:;''.^°;^;

to

no
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to fay, running his tack upon a long line, feparated 1744.

into three divifions j compofing the van-guard, the ~^—

^

center, and the rear-guard. The Spaniards were

polled on the van-guard of the fquadron of the

allies, and were firft attacked. They fought with

all poflible bravery; they fufFered much, and bore

alone the enemy's fire for three hours. Unfortu-

nately, their Commander was a land officer, deftitute

of. that confummate experience, which is necefTary

upon fuch occalions. Befidcs, their manoeuvres

could not be executed with fo much precifion as thofe

of the Englifh. The latter, according to cufl:om>

had the advantage of the wind j and what happens

conftantly cannot be attributed to chance ; in this

iiiftance it could not be otherwife than the efFeft of

ikill and ability. The Spaniards, being deprived of

this advantage, their Ihips evidently drove, and loft,

by feparating, the proper diftance, which, it is well

known, ought not to exceed fixty toiles. Some of

them fuffered their line to be broken, two were foon

difmafted, and Mathews was at liberty to fall upon

the Spanifh Admiral with feveral of his fhips. The
veffel was called vhe Royal Philip ; it mounted CHie

htmdred and ten guns, and the crew confifted of about

one thoufand men. The hope of taking her re-

doubled the ardour of the Englifh j fhe was canon-

aded by five of their fhips ; the firing was incefTant,

the deck was fwept, and the Commander himfelf>

wounded in two places, was obliged to be carried ofT.

In the mean while, the firing from the lower batte-

ries of the Spaniards was ftill kept up, and affiftance

was nearly at hand : Mathews had then recourfe to

one of thofe deftrudtive machines,- invented by in-

fjsrnal art. He ordered a firelhip to advance, which

having

'>? I.!
!
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having nearly reached the RoyalPhilips fome of the.of*-

ficers were talking of ftriking the flag. The Chevalier

de I'Age, a French feaman^ whofe turn it was to com-

mand, from the abfence of the Adm. Ij and the death

of his Captain, faid to them: Tou.]/uve then forgotten

that I am here ! He immediately ordered to fire upoa

thj fire»fliip J they reached her, and fhe was juft

goiftg to fink, when the Captain, who faw himfelf

loft,wanted at leaft to revenge himfelf in perifhing: ke

pufhed towards the Royal Philip, fetting fire to hi*

matches, but not having time to throw out the

grappling- iron^ he blew himfelf up unavailingly in the

air, and covered the enemy with his flaming remainsy

without their receiving any damage from them, any

more than from the violent fhock of fiich an explo-

fion. M. de I'Age declared that he faw the bodies

of the Englilh Captairi, and of fome of the workmen^

reduced in an inftant to a cinder, not being more

than two feet long, and become as light as sk

cork. ^V--.'-i ,r::>^-^-H -vj .:• --.t .'v" -;-..>• \.n-i.\l

M. De Court, who was on board the Terrible, m
the center, by fome fingularity in his mancjeuvre, had

not yet engaged : he did not come up till after this

event, but had the good fortune to retake the Poder^

the only Spaniih veflTel that the Englifti had laid hold

of. The Englifh, though feveral of their vefleis were

much damaged, and efpecially the Admiral's fhip^

remained mafters of the lea. One entire divifion of

their armament had not fought, there was a chance

of this coming up, and the combined fquadrons there-* •

fore thought it more prudent to take refuge in the**

ports of Spain to windward. They did not fail tor

take the vidory to themfelves, and in reality it wa»'

a very great victory, to have efcaped without lof»

from3
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ffom fo unequal a conteft. The vidory, indeed,

might have been more certain, if the French Com-
mander had, fromthe beginning, feconded the bravery

of the Spaniard. T'lis occafioned complaints from

the latter, againft which the former recriminated, by

accufing him of ingratitude. The complaints of thtf

Spanifh Commander were too well founded not ta

iatisfy his Catholic Majefty. M. De Court was

banilhed to his beautiful feat at Gournay, where he

forgot his difgrace in the delights of this inchanting

fpot, and in the entertainments with which he amufcd

the Parifians. He was fourfcorc years of age, and

was no longer fit for fuch an expedition, which re-

quired as much mental as bodily exertion. The
Duke o( Orleans, to whom he was attached in quality

of his tJrft Steward, had procured him the honour of

this comri^iflion, and prevented the matter being at-

tended wit'i more fatal confequences to him» Cer-

tainly, if eViT there were reafons for a Court-martial,

it was upoii :his occafion. But the Government be-

gan then tO difplay thofe marks of weaknefs, which

were the peculiar character of Lewis XV. under

whom all faults were committed with impunity. The
Englifh Government did not condud: itfelf in the

fame marmer:—Mathews, though conqueror, was

impeached, and, after a long trial, was declared in-

capable of ferving. The reafon was, that he had

not done all he could have done ; and that,jealous of

the honour which Rear Admiral Leftock might have

partaken with him, he had been too precipitate in-

beginning the attack ; that afterwards, being defirous-

of calling the blame on this inferior officer, he had

difmifled and fent him back to London,- as being

guilty of having ftained the honour of the Britiftv

flag,

»75
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1744^ flag, by his ina(^ion. Leftock was honourably ae-
'"'~~~'

quitted of the chargcy although he had not fought;

while his accufer, who had fotght very bravely, was'

condemned. This is the folution of that naval para-

dox, which King George II. died withouc being able

to comprehend, as it is afTerted in the Gazette of

France, which, contrary to it's ufial cuilom, deals, in

. raillery upon this occafion, which, in faft, it borrows

from the Englifh *. f\ jvi» rt'i^^'^vvr^Hij^-* F -^^ a^'A'-

MaLhews, who had only kept the fea after the

engagement to fatisfy the vanity of his nation,

entered a little time after into Mahon/ to refit his

fleet, which was very roughly handled, alid thus left

France.and Spain, for a time, at liberty to reap the

advantage of this day, by conveying freely from the

coaft of Provence, into Italy, ammunition and pro-

vifions, wanted for Don Philip's army j but this li-

berty they did not long enjoy, for, as foon as

Mathews appeared again in thefc latitudes, every

thing fled before him. A vigorous efibrt had been-

madci which exhaufted the navy of the two Powers ;'

and this was an exertion they cou'ld not fupport,

more efpecially with thofe which they v/v:re obliged

to maivc upon land. ^

-Moreover, the engagement off Toulon, if even the

French had been beaten, would have fulfille ' the

intentions of the Miniilry, who wifhed to emr^oy

Mathews, and i^ilfable him from returning foon uiio

thcoeean^ Ano her ''."«ore exrenfive project had been-

formed, which t.:e beft inenDii?. attribute to Car-

dinal Tencin. -is amoidonmade him attempt this

• See N*' 25, of the 19th of March 1761, of the Gaxnttt of

JPr^jffff, under the article London.
, •?, >

method
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rne^hod of becoming Prime Minifter ; and, perhaps,

had this proje£b been crowned with fuccefs, his Ma-
jefty might have been fo much aftonilhed with his

boldnefs, that he might have given way to him.

Knowing that the King was l-er9lved to declare war

againfl Great Britain, and to foreflall her hoftile in-

tentions, he revived in the Council the fcene of

Mithridates with his children ; he aflerted, that the

beft: method of fubduing the Englilh, was to make

a defcent iipon their coaft, and to raife their alarms

for their own tountry. He reprefentcd the Pre-

tender as the phantom that was to excite their fears

:

he affirmed, with certainty, t:iat this Prince had ftill

many lecret adherents in Scotland, in Ireland, and

even in England j he defcribed him as a Prince, who,

to the ufual ardour of his age, and to his refentmenC

of injuries, united the moll enterprizing and de-

termined courage ; he quoted the Pretender's own
memorable words, lb often repeated j My head mujl

either fall^ or he crovmcd. lie then unfolded the

mode of carrying this projefl into execution ; he

wrl^-hed the reafons for and agHnft it ; he demon-

ftrarec*, that even fuppofmg the enterprize fhould

ftilj it could not turn cut very ill, if it v;ere executed

with the neceflary fccrecy and difpatch : and that one

gtcat good would at any rate refult from itj that it

wouM at leaft produce a powerful diverfron/ which

would compel his Britannic Majefty to keep back his

troops—^a crrcumftance that would propoftionally

weaken hii contihe*ital army. This Prelate,' though

fixiy ynrs of age, was full of fpirit ; his eloquence

was perfuafive : he allonifhed and convinced Xnc

vhole Council, and liis plan was adopted, r *^^^*'' "

toLi H; N Princs

•fi^$S
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1744. Prince Edward, for that was the Pretender's name>

"* ^ fet out from Rome on the 9th of January, with the

fecrecy and diligence of a man born for great enter-

prizes. He concealed his departure from his father,

and from a brother; who tenderly loved him, and

who would not have fufFered hhn to go without ac-

companying him. On the 13th he arrived at

Genoa, pretending to be a courier from Spain, and

attended only by one fervant : the next day he em-

barked for Antibes, and foon arrived at Paris. He
had thus pafied through the midft of his moft for-

midable enemies under a feigned name, and upon the

refpedlable confidence in the right of nations. His

pretended fervant was the brother of Cardinal Ten-

cin ; a circumftance which confirms that this Prelate

was the author of the projeft. Upon the night of a

public rejoicing, given defignedly, where the King

was to be prefent, according to the reports that were

induftrioufly fpread, the yonng Prince came there

alfo : the tumult was favourable to their interview;

and after this private conference, he repaired with

the fame fecrecy to Dunkirk, the place of em-

barkation. :]T:r<% ! ;r.jv/ •'?' ^.i-VMij!»j'- \inrr^

In the mean while, Count Maurepas, who, in his

department, afiifted the execution of this grand pro-

je6t, had caufed twenty-fix fhips of the line to be

equipped at Breft and at Rochfort with incredible

difpatch. It was given out, that the motive for this

armament was, the difengaging of the port of

Toulon : the Englilh were deceived with regard to

the defign of the expedition, and the King of Eng-

land had not received information of it 'till the 25th of

February. Already was the fquadron arrived in the
'

. .,- « .Channel,.

^ky. ii-MB.ijB
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Channel, under the command of Count Roquefeuil ; 1744*

upwards of twelve thoufand men were embarked on
~~~~"

tranfports, provided with arms and ammunition.

Count Saxe was to be at the head of the enterprizcj

which, being a direft ad of hdftility, required to be

preceded by a formal declaration of war. War wis

accordingly declared, and his Majefly, having no 'S*^c»

farther meafures to keep, complained in it, that the

King of England had infringed the treaty of neu-

trality, concluded with him, in 1741 j—that he did

not give him fatisfadion for the cruifes and cap-

tures made by his (hips j—that in the preceding year

he had perfonally waged war againtl him -,—that Ad-
miral Mathews had come to attack him, even in the

Mediterranean, and provoke him to adtionj—and

laftly, that after all thefe unjuft proceedings, he ftill

demanded fatisfadion of him for the arrival of Prince

£dward in France. 0:: }:: ::'* .;. • jI •
< ' •

The Pretender was on board the fame veftel as

Count Saxe : he beheld for the firfl time the coafts

of his country j but a violent ftorm drove the fleet

back upon the coaft of France, not without the lofs

of feveral foldiers, V/ho were frightened, and en-

deavoured to regain the fhore. The Prince wanted

to make a fecorid attempt with one fingle (hip j his

magnanimity feemed to prefage to him, that his pre-

lence alone would infure him fubje<fls ; but he was

diflTuaded from expofing fo precious a life, unafTifted,

hot only to the inconftancy of the elements, but to

the fury of his enemies, who, being at length ap-

prized of the plot, had found time to line all their

eoafts with troops. i*)rsM'

* The following is the converfation that this young
^i^iUki^fyj -

, N a . - hero.

0.:
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hero, for fuch he was ,r rl, •

%^Aall, that faiJ: rS„'Th' !"'/"'' '""'''

who, fince the expulfion nf r
."^ '"'"'^ "'^ ^'""(,

ffted ail the offers of thiT "' ''"^
^""'^-^'X

abandoned all his dignities ,„hm?!"°''* "''"''ad

'"6. that he was ready to ukl ' '" '"""""^'
'"^X-

"OCanufurper,whohL?„ra
,rJ:="' " '''''^' •"•'

f the Courts of Europe to,nr''°""'"""S''fuccours ai:d means of „
endeavour to find

Upon the prefent
"

iti.1.
?''"" ''°' '"^ -"^ter

Edward
, a'd. as heS d'^o""'"""'

'" ''P^'^'^^o
he had acquired from' a'and T"'?''

'''^ P™^^"^"
^"h the reft i„ checking

1"'?'"^""' '«= """led
• f""^e,who,embracShfm f!r''""°'''>-

"'^ ">«
his enthufiafm

: / ^ ° '""'

T'''
'" 'he ardour of

i-°;dfti;^*lLc\tetpeft°"T':.''"'"'^^^'^ h.V
• furprifed to find in you ^

' "''""'' ""^ "^ not
PJoy it ufelefsly inylTrU'" TT "°' '° —

;
quence of that would be .h' r'

'^' ""'^^nfe-
" fr-nds to your enemies ^t„'^"''^""g °f your

Hf^T^ truf;?.!;
"tr'" -P«^d th.

i-di„g,ift^,
thirtf'ftifrbi

.'"'*''"' °^°"'-
your fubjeas, while I

,^'^'^"^°hhged to declare to :

" Pe--fon to (hem hat
"1!"'^"'' ""= '"' ofyour

" we come alone and wi;^^ "f""^'"''" ' and that

;
«eve me. they S^o, ft" T""' ^'""'^y he-

:
It -"Id be deSa°>?"?T '" y«"r favour..

:.r --blood a„dt^/^^-^^,^Xg^
' '*-^---^-'^-^'

9J-L- "-the
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<* the facrifice of them is likely to be of advantage

<* to you *."
. ^fVfV

It was remarked only, that this plot had been con-

duced with fo much art, that King George, when he

learned that there was a conlpiracy, could never dif-

cover the authors of it j no information could be ob-

tained from the perfons who were arrefted in Lon-

don, and the Monarch was left in a ftate of fufpence

and miftruft.
, j .

It was then a problematical circumftancc, and has

remained fo to this, day, whether there were ever any

fincere intention of reftoring the Pretender to tho

throne; whether the enterprize were a real, or only a

feigned one. If we may judge from the facility

with which it was given up> we fhould be inclined to

think that there was little folicitude about the fuccefs.

On the other hand, can we fuppofe that the great ex-

pences, attendant upon fuch a projed, would have

been incurred, merely for the fliadow of adefcent ?

If we confider further the time when the attempt was

made, at a feafon and in a fea where dangerous and

unavoidable high winds were to be expedcd, we can

then only confider it as abfurd and fallacious. Again,

had it not been for fome unforefeen accidents, which

delayed a number of the tranfports, and prevented

them from reaching the place of rendezvous at the

appointed time, feyeral days of favourable weather

npight have been, employed, and there would have

been more tiine than was neceflary to efFed: the

purpofe. We may- therefore conclude, that the ar-

mament was made in. carnefl j but that the invafion

• We find this interefting anecdote in the Enlogium a/ Lon^

Mfirjhall, attributed to M. d'Alembert,

N dependin
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;vaspaffed.it;as'r"o,eV„teor :;" V'"
'"'*""'

f"ch a number of fea anHI ^ r
""^ " '^'^""^ time

th^danger became gr:ae, Z.u7'^ ''^""'"<^ ">«'

Lewis XV. might We Taid .' 5" '"'P"^bh,

upon a defcen't'of twI'naTurf
'
K- T"^' " '"S'-*'"""

Pofed upon tl,e break L out oT^''""'
"."'""y^ P™'

*Wch is confidered asl ve v nr a" T'""
^"6'='"^-

veryeafy matter-and „hicrrtf
"*"'' °' '•'"'>" ^
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OF LEWIS XV,

in London, till the three divifions of the royal arnny

had taken their refpcftive ftations. The largeft di-

vifion went towards the coaft of Kent, and advanced

as far as Dungenefs ; the fecond, placed itfelf be-

tween Calais and Boulogne; and the third ftocd off

Dunkirk. But the united efforts of the Englifh na-

tion, making the mod of the old guard-fhips, and of

every thing that was able to bear canon, enabled

them, in the courfe of feven or eight days, to make
head againft this armament.

Bcfides, it muft be obfervcd, that nature has given

to the rivals of France in the Channel, a great num-

ber of ports capable of receiving and protedling the

largeft Ihips, while the French have not, from Ufliant

to Gravelines, one fingle harbour in which a fhip of

the line can anchor. We muft further obfcrve, that,

the reigning winds in thefe feas being wefterly, if the

French ftiips were difmafted at the end of an en-

gagement, they would have no refource left, but to

gain the coaft of Norway or Denmark. If all thefe

confidcrations be weighed, we fliall fee that to at-

tempt a defcent in England, on the part of France,

is a defperate undertaking ; it i§ playing double or

quits, or rather, it is rifquing the total deftruftion of

our navy for a long time ; while the navy of Eng-
land could only receive a check, which would eafily

be repaired. The great refolution of replacing a

Prince upon the throne, is perhaps the only inftance

in which a prudent Governmer.': can adopt fo fpecu^

lativc a projed j as upon the prcfent occafion, when
hopes were entertained of our being able to cftablifh

ourfelvcs upon land, and to effed a lafting revolution

in favour of the Pretender.

N ^
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1

light of a young hero, Ihe Ihared in his viflories—flie 1744.

afcended his triumphal car along with him—and "^^

effaced her infamy, by the fplendour of her glory.

The other, regardlefs of thefe brilliant chimeras, was

attentive only to compafs his ends, which were, to

iiifinuate himfelf (lill more in the good graces of his

mafter, and in his confidence—to increafe his in-

fluence—-to contrive more occafions of making crea-

tures to himfelf—to render his miniftry more com-

mendable—^nd, in a word, to attribute to himfelf

9II the good fucceffes which he would feem to acce-

lerate by his prefence, by the prudence of his coun-

ijbls, and the difpatch of hi$ orders.

They both of them were apprehenfive, that the

Generals, caring little for the prefence of the King,

and efpecially fof their own, would diffuade him
from this proje6t, as Marflial Noailles had done the

year before: they therefore engaged his Majefty to

fccrecy. It wa§ afterwards difcuffed, where the King

fbould go i and it was concluded, that the campaign

vyould be more brilliant in Flanders, where every

thing was difpofed for an ofFenfiye war in the Auf-

trian Netherlands; whereas, in Alface, or towards

the RhinCjt it was forefeen that a defenfive one could

only be adopted. It was therefore refplved, that the

King Ihould go to Lifle : but it was not proper that

bis Majefty (hould march, without having fulfilled

the ufual formalky between civilized nations. His
cjeclaration of war was therefore publilhed, on the

26th of April, againft the Queen of Hungary, nearly

at the fame time that the King of Naples made his,

and when war was likewife declared againft the |Ciag

of Sardinia. • :

I'hen Lewis XV. difplayed hU heroic refolution

;

i he
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On the 3d of May, the King fet out with his con-

6ciential Minifters. With regard to foreign affairs,

the department of which he had referved to himfelf

in chief, M. Duthiel, who was the Firft Clerk, rcr

ccived orders to accompany him with the offices, to

preHde over them. The Count de St. Florcntin was

charged, in the abfence of his Majefty, not only widv

the correfpondence, but alfo with the management

of all the urgent affairs in the internal part of the

kingdom. -

The King arrived on the 1 2th of May at Lifle,

after having vifited the mod important places on his

frontiers, and given orders for their fecurity. He
reviewed his army there, and eftablilhed, by regula-

pons, a difcipline difficult to maintain, but which

was, at le^ft, to be carried into execution in his pre-

fence. His Aids-de-camp were Meffi-s. de Meuze,

4e Richelieu, de Luxembourg, de Boufflers, d'Au-

piont, d'Ayen, de Soubize, and de Pecquigny. His

two Generals were Marlhal Noailles, at the head of

fourfcore thoufand men, and Marfhal Saxe, who
commanded a feparate body of forty thoufand. This

was a very different fituation from that in which the

iirmy had been the year before, at the death of Cardi-

nal Fleyri. The Englifli might then have entered

on the frontiers with advantage. They attempted

it when it was no longer time, and the Dutch, hav-

ing hefitated to join them fooner, had juft done ic

when it was too late. They foon repented of it, and,

as early as the 8th of May, being informed of the

King's march, and of the motion of his troops, and,

being alarmed for their country, the States General

deputed Count Waflenaar to him. This Nobleman,

who, to the franknefs of his nation, joined the ur-

187
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the Dcpntv of H )l'and faw Menin invefted, which

was a barrier town, dt*fended by the troops of the

Republic. Voltaire pretends, that the King difplay-

ed here a great deal of perfonal courage j that he

rcconrcvtred the piat feveral times, and advanced

within piftol-fliot cf the palifade, with Marfhal No-
ailles, Count d'Argenlbn, and all his Court j that he

encouraged the workmen by his liberalities, and

haftened the taking of the town, which furrendered

after feven dayS open trenches. This was the firft:

conqueft made in his prefence. He would not fpare

it, but ordered the fortifications to be demolifhed,

which were a mafter-piece of the art of the famous

Vauban. He meant at once to avenge himfelf of the

States General, by deftroying one of their bulwarks,

and to fhew his moderation, by putting it out of

his power to make ufe of it againft them.

The King did not fail to return thanks to God for

his triumph. He aflifted in Lifle at a Te Deunt,

fuch as had never yet been feen on the frontier.

Three Princefles of the blood, whofe hufbands, bro-

thers, children, or fons-in-law, were fighting in dif-

ferent places for the King, conftituted the fingular

ornament of this ceremony. The Dutchefs of Mo-
dena had accompanied into Flanders her nephew,

the Duke of Charties, and the Duke of Penthievre,

who was going to be her fon-in-law; while the Duke
of iViodena, her huiband, was at the head of the

Spaniards in Italy j—the Dutchefs of Chartres had

followed her'hulbandj—and the Princefs of Conti,

whofe fon was then on the Alps, and whofe daughter-

had married the Duke of Chartres, had come with •

thefc two Princefles* :
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^^ OF LEWIS XV.

It cannot be forcfcen how far Lewis XV. would have

earned the prog'rf^ of his arms, when he was obliged

to fufpend it himfclf, on account of a difagreeable

piece of intelli;:^ence which he received. He was

informed, that Prince Charles had crofled the Rhine;

that he had fcized upon the lines of Lauterbourg,

Weiflembourj^, md rhe Lautcrj that Marlhal Coig-

ny had in vain driven the Auftrians from thofe three

pofts i that their General had returned with fuperior

forces, had retaken them, and had fent detachments

to make incurfions :is far as in Alface. This was fo

much the lefs credible, as Marlhal Coigny, at the

head of more than fifty thoufand men, was upon thefe

borders, and covered the provinces fituated on this

fide the river ;—as Marlhal Belleifle, reftored to

favour, commanded a confiderable body upon the

Mofelle, from whence he protefted Lorraine, and the

neighbouring countries -,—as the Duke of Harcourt,

with another army, was at hand to ad according to

exigencies, and as he might be wanted ;—and, as

Count Seckendorff was on the other fide of the

Rhine, under Philipfbourg, with the Bavarians, the

Palatines, and the Heffians. It was to this laft

General, that the others attributed the fuccefs of

Prince Charles : they laid to his charge, thut, inftead

of having remained under the canon of the fortreft,

by which he would have kept General Nadafti's

corps, which was oppofite to him, in awe, he had

retreated, and rccroffed the Rhine j had afterwards

taken upon himfelf to defend the banks towards Ger-

merlheim and Rhinzabern; had anfwered to Marlhal

Coigny for this ; and yet had fuffered Prince Charles

to pafs in this very fpot -, and, though he received

J. »r«-
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fceriicd in fupporting the Prince they had chofen j-^^

khefe feveral confiderations might have great weight

with the King of Prudiai might furnilh nucccr for

the mdft eloquent manifedoj and a preteuc^: for the

violences he was meditating.
^ '. . t ;, Ult.

Whether thefe fecret motives, the obfcurity of

which canrtot be cleared upj really exilltd—but

which w^e cannot fuppofe, without Ihuddcring at the

frivolous manner in which thie King's Council would

have hazarded the honour of his arms, and the fafcty

of his fubjedls, tp acquire fo inconftant an ally, who,

during the courff. of this war, had changed fides for

the third time j—yet it is certain that the King of

PruITia cliofe this period to declare himfclf. It was

known, th<iL a treaty of defenfive alliance had be<;n

concluded at Francfort, between Charles VII. the

King of PrulTia, the Eledor Palatine, and the Re-

gency of HefFe Caflcl, in order to compel the Queen

of Hungary to acknowledge the Emperor, and to

reftore to him his hereditary dominions. This was

the counterpoize of the treaty of Worms;

Accordingly, the King of Pruffia fent ah army of

80,000 into Bohemia, and one of 22,000 into Mora-

via ; this was much more than he had engaged to

do by the treaty of Francfort, but what he had pro-

mifcd to France;

it was reckoned that this diverfion would difen-

gage the kingdom, and force Prince Charles to re-

crofs thfe Rhine with precipitation. In the mean

while, not to piy too dear for the complaifancc of

having fuffered him to penetrate into the kingdom^

and to make him repent of it, if pofTibTc, the King

fefolved to interrupt the courfe of his cbAquefls, and

to advance in perfonto thefuccourofAlface^withMar-

VoL. II. Q ihal
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Ihal Noailles,at the head of twenty- fix battalions, and

thirty-three fquadrons. He left Marlhal Saxc in Flan-

ders with the reft of his troops, amounting to no more

than 45,000 men, to preferve what he had takerty

and to refift the irruptions of the enemy; who had

more than 70,000. This General anfwered admi-

rably well the views of his mafter : he encamped

near Courtray, from whence he oppofcd all the ope-

rations of the Allies, intercepted their provifibns,

avoided a general aftion with them -, but prevented

them from laying fiege to Lifle j and made this

beautiful defenfive campaign, confidered by the

moft experienced people in the art, as glorious to

him, as were all the offenfive campaigns which fuc-

ceeded it. ^•';''' ''^-^:"'->v i. ;^3 • ,x^Jm^K

' The Duke of Harcourt, with his corps, had re-

ceived orders to guard the pafles of Pfalzbourg.

The King hr.d appointed the rendezvous of his troops

at Metzj during this march he had increal'ed the

pay and the fubfiftence of the foldiers, and this at-

tention, by ftimulating their zeal, redoubled their

afFeftion. All the provinces in this part of France,

alarmed that the enemy had croffcd the Rhine, and

efpecially with the unfortunate preceding campaigns

in Germany, were comforted with the prefencc of

his Majefty, and were filled with joy at the fight of

him. This increafe of afFedion on the part of his

fubjefts, was preparing the moft beautiful period of

the reign ofLewis XV. if he had been able to rnain-
' tain the memory of it as it dftferved, and to fulfil

the engagements which it impofed more ftri6tly up-

. on him.
'

i '-n i
,

>r r'if '1]-*ffi m^bo^
The Monarch arrived on the 4th of Auguft at

Metz, gave audience there to Baron Schmettau, Hcni-
n : > . ^ poterntiary
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potelitiary from the King of Pruffia, who came to an-

nounce td hini the entrance of this new ally into

Bohemia. The couriers from Italy brought the

moft favourable intelligerlee, and hope fecmed to

be reviving on all fides, when a misfortune of a

more dreadful nature fpread confterpatiori from one
end or the kingdom to the other. :>-,

The King, whofe conftitution was fir^ngthene^

by exercife, apparently enjoyed the moft perfeft

health j but in perfons of the ftrongeft habitj

changes fometimes happen, which from that cir-

tuhiftance are the more violent. His Majefty had

inflamed his blood for feme years paft, by the im-

rnodciate ufe p{ wine and ftrong liquors j excelTes

0f another kind, in which he had indulgedj had con-

tributed only tc increafe this inflammatory difpofi-

tion i this fatigues of the campaign j the heat of

the fuii which he had borne for a long time on his

head during a march, and which had ftrickfin vio-

lently on his thigh, and burnt it up with it's ar-

dour j all thefe caufes aggravated the fever, with

which he was feized on the 8 th of Auguft, and

rjiade it degenerate at once into a malignant and

putrid fever. As early as the night of the 14th in-

jftianti he was at the point of death. .. ,

' '.'

^ It wa% not till the fame evening pf the 14th of

Auguft, that the Queen received a courier from the

Duke de Gefvres, who acquainted heir with the ex-

treme danger of her auguft hufiDand. She would

have fet off immediately, had fhe npt been obliged

to apply for money to M. dp Vilkmur, Receiver

General of the finances of Faris, who advanced a

thoufaod Louis. This hafty departure gave more

«redit %o the private letters i^rief liiseame uhiver-
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for fo precious a life Til i^ .^
'^ ""S"" '° ^ave

the prefent fituation of thin'/ rT' fP'"''"^ *"

operations, and tlie Generllf
^"'P="'^^d »" the

to intrench themfel.es fo T' T' ""'^ """tive
Aould not be able to t ke J"^ ^' """ "<= ^"emy
"gement of the people or fr^'^'

°'""'^ ''""~«>-

Areatened them.'^Te Kin
.'"'''"""""'^ *«

dead
i this muft have been

1""'
'r''^'' "f°" "

*efolved to adminifer the ft^
"'^' ^"^' " ^»^

\ to Propofe to him to Zll""^"' '° ''''". -"d
' Chateau-rou..

It wa^ tfeLrVcl''""''''"^
°^

"> quality of firft Prince of f^ u>
^hartres. who,

door of his Majefty. cLml, ''°°'' ^"'''"^ *«=
danger he was in and w A F"'"=d him of the

:

^f fulfilling this duty o?f,f' '"J?''" ">^ Mea
Kichelieu, Gentlemah'of tS td'ch^'^

^"'"= ^e
-ng. upon this occafion, had tie„ .Z'"''"

'" '^^''-

nounce this difagreeable buS Tu"°\.
'° ""-

which would have fi-f

"""""s to his Maiefer
with the auguftp2nf „dX f'"""^

=" -^'-^'
tunate ftar fnduL hi" L ;h:r'.

"'^ '°'-

Part. The King might recov^ h
^°'* ''"'"ent

,
miraculous efforls of naturewh? ^r

°"' °^ "*°fe

fur, in that cafe, he for^?awt 1 ^°'"''''*'" »=-
•jefty-s felf-love ^ould b7 "ij T"^" '"VMa-

f: therefore run the rifque ofiL?. • ,
''*"W flot

, and ftiU Jefs that of'HJ^^^ "'"entment,

the contranr the King ZuU^- T"'^'-'^0'^

/>
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ing King from being alarmed by awakening the. 1744.

terrors of his confciencej he carried his boldnefs

fo far, as to refift for a long time the Duke of
Chartres, *till at length he was obliged to fubmit

to the rcfped and fuperiority of a Prince nearefl:

the crown after the Dauphin. If indeed, we credit

private memoirs *, the Prince was obliged to have
recourfe to the harflieft terms, and even to a(Sts of

violence : " What," faid he to him, in a menacing

tone, " Ihall a fervant as thou art, refufe entrance

" to thy mailer's nearefl: relation !" and. flriking the

door immediately with his foot, he forced it open.

The noifc having raifed his Majefty*s curiofity, his

Highnefs, who was ftill agitated, complained of the

Duke of Richelieu's infolence, who received orders

to withdraw. A momentary humiliation, which was

foon repaired by the higheft favour.

/^ The Dutchefs of Chateau-roux, fince the King's

illnefs, had never quitted his bedfide : her lover, ftill

intoxicated with his pafTion, was protefting, that

he regretted only her and his fubjeds. The arrival

of the Bifhop of Soiflbns, Grand Almoner to his

Majefl:y, who was accompanied by the Duke of

Chartres, made the favourite conclude, that her

reign was nearly at an end: (he withdrew, and

the Prelate fulfilled his minifl:ry with all the rigour

which his function required. Before he would

give the viaticum to the King, he infifted not on-

ly that he fhould banifli from his prefence the ob-

je£b that was fo dear to him, but that he Ihould

repair the public fcandal, by an expiatory confelHon

V- X ^ ' > t^ - fc > * /-.. ^

J^ • See Tbi amours tfZiokini/ul, King of the Kofirans,A*worktran/'-^

itUidfrom tht drab» of the traveiltr KrinehhtU t* ^,. * *ii.. .»

:m

> : Mi

uu,
tL^'^h
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thmg that was required of him r ^ '"" '^^0^

. %!^'«> paid hi, court to th,r S°""' d'Argen-

.

motives of policy, bu" who fn^I v"'!,'".^^^'^
^o^

^eing now under no alnreh r '^ ^^'^^'^ ^^^
f'oned to break the ord?f,

'°"'' "^ ™'""""f-

• • WAneft. thePutcS g«,^' -^
^"^ « -"h

,

J>er lover, bore her difgra^e w^l fi. ""V"'*^« """I

.

f"ous of what Ihe had to f^ff
""^'^^ ^"Un-

entered into the carria^':-tJtr7r t ™^' *«

f Lauraguais, and deparred Sh^t'^
"-eDutchefi

^'ear of the city, when the reoo^ Y.
"°' ^« 2°'

'

b«ng circulated, Ihe was „,T? °f ''" •^""""Bon
»ngs. marks of the hrhern "'"'' "'"''^ h°<«-
Pentious mob never f^,t bSr''''

'''"^''
'^ ''^

^^ve ufurped an imp!'" 'jX"?""
">ofe ^ho

?efides, Ae was confidered as r 7 °^'' *^™-
the iUnefs and approaS H T °^ ""^ «"'"" of

'r-
"'^n the idofofi fa'r !f l^""^*' -^o

fhe-r regret
:
fte was loaded w"^

""' °''><^ °f

/^Handwithterrifyinff'el'^'^f ''--"rious i„. '

country villages folCfdTr I VaJ''"^"'»
^''^

?nd fucceflively
transferred ,„ , '

^' '''^>' fould, •

»f
of

c.urfi„g',„dSf.her"1t"'"K'''' ""«' '

Pf miracle that Ihe efcaneH f /"' ''5' " ^'"^
^"n to pieces. She SoM' !.'"'""

"^'"S '

precautions: when the Carri!^^"*
'° *^'=« '"finit?-

J«8e, the Dutchefs wlSoT' "T ""^ -'"
-

of more than half a leasee fi^ • T "' *'"« d''fence •

"

"ftd to fend off oneTferTt "'/""*' "'''"« *« "« "er attendants to procure

frefli
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OF LEWIS XV.

(rcik horfes, and to reconnoitre the by-roads, en-

deavquring thus to avoid the fury of the vil-

lagers. In thefe dreadful agitations, 'fhe travelled

more than fourfcore leagues before Ihe reached

Paris. Qn her arrival there, the confternation would
have increafed, had it not already been extreme.

The people in the capital would not have received

her better than thofe in the provinces, had they noC

been too much abforbed in afflidlion j they did no-

thing but run from one church to another, wher6

they came to offer up their vov/s to God for the

prefervation of the King } or flock to the poft office,

to the court of juftice, or to the hotels of great

noblemen, to inquire into the fuccefs of their Ap-
plications j and when they learned that the intelli-

gence was becoming ftill more grievous, they flew

back to the temple to importune Heaven with the

fervency of their prayers.

The Dauphin had juft fet ofl^j the Royal Family,

and all the Princes, were with the King, and Paris^

thus deprived of it's mafl:er, and of the feveral fup-

ports of the throne, experienced a void, and a

defertion unknown before. The Duke of Orleans

alone remained there ; retired to Sainte Genevieve,

he affiduoufly invoked the patronefs of this city;

he applauded the pious firmnefs of his fon, which

he had encouraged by his letters. Confounded

with the multitude at the foot of the Ihrine, he

was diflinguiflied from them only by the bitternefs

pf his tears, and the violence of his fobs. There

it was, as is reported, that without defign, and

in a general and fudden cry of defpair, Lewis XV.

wasprodaiimed Lewis the well-beloved. This was not

v.^-. ..V . ,- '04 -.r: -U:- the
TTU^tSiq or-:- ...

^.
. ..r-^.^v, . .

-, * * - (TW ^ V U Hi,'
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it „,, ,

^^ .

«»''' th? tide. «^;^'r""«thrCourtie„ wfc-
»"«««*. that this foname ^~'^'f '

""^ *<! Tot
.'•'^ of the expiringMoZrf ''^' '•'^='' 'he
fomp meafure to his ftadeT '

-u
"^ '''"^^ « in

.'"g gratitude. OneSi d h
'"' "'' "foverflow-

'» ">? %«. .til, tWl 'J''
"?' "^^oft another

event, and at Dari-in™ .l
"^ 'P°'?en of the f„,i

«^/««r«/ Even the X>jLt^''^'"'"'^'ito o„r
WMng and fi,p„b Pn^ P^!"', « "" age «henT

'fope tp the lofs of a ftth™
"'^. <^™"'n. fenfible

jbut in me_i„ , child p3^ ^'^^ y" ? None
' "Pon this kingdon,

, h,;,^^
^°^ ' have „ercv

.
The Queen, whofe VenHbil.r

'^ "P"" « •'"
• i^

fh« to he refto,^d1o^fe '^^"8'"^''"'band £nfhe work begun by ^ Bik V'^''^ ''"^1of
fough her

n,p„;/catio„s^i°''r°''°'''°-^ »-t
uL^^uK""' ^'''""-ii upon r""'' '°'"'d to

1^
an objca of attraftiof thanl„

*' '^"^''"^ h^her zealogs good offices !.^u''' J'" ''«' Mw-^uc^ power over the hS,,'^f^,'"r«?'*''"' '"«' fe
^'iPoficon was naturally go^d ^J^T''"'' "'''ofe I

• .,,..-,?f'"'' *''oft gratitude
i/i,

•i-r,'- . J
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was moved in the iirft inftant, that he protefted to 1744.

her, fhe alone ihould in future poflefs all his af-

fedlions.

The Dauphin did not experience the fame treat-

ment. This is the period in which the King's ten-

dernefs for him began to diminilh. Being inform^

ed of his departure, he had fent him orders to re^

turn to Verfailles : the concern he took in the

health of this only fon, furnifhed the pretence for

this conduct ; but the difguft of feeing in him a

fucceflbr arrive, was the real motive of it. The
Prince had already reached Verdun, when he met

the officer, who was commiffioned to fignify his

Majefty's intentions to him. This circumllance,

which would have ftopped him upon any other oc-

calion, did not appear to him an obftacle upon

this ; and, confulting rather the feelings of his heart

than the advice of his Governor, he perfuaded him-

fdf, that he was in a fituation where tendernefs

might difpenfe with obedience } befides, he was

very near his father, and contidered him only in

a paternal light ; he forgot that he was his King,

and could not prevail upon himfelf to go back

without having feen him : the Duke de Chatillon

followed, rather than he conduced him. On hit

arrival at Metz, the paternal charafter prevailing

in it*s turn, covered the fault of the fubjeft ; but as

diforders were rife in the countrv, and that the

Dsiuphin had been feized with a flight fever at

his firft coming, the King fent him back a few

days after. His difpleafure fell upon the Governoi^,

who, before his Majefty's return, received o'rders to

retire upon his eftate. His Dutchefs \)vas a partner

|n his difgrace, and they were both allowed but

a few hours to fettle their arrangements and obey.

A fpeech

)
i
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»»Aiig,

1744. Aft,. I '"'^i^IFEJ^ A fpeech made by Lewi, yv

the real ,„otive of this dlLt ^''""'
^^'l^*

properly given rif. to ^ vSv7 *'"'' ''^^ ^'»-

King alked him, if he \2 ^ "'^ opm.ons. The
Pei>ed four yea /a»o Z^:!'"'^

^''" ''^'^ "-i
Courtier-s memory tl^hfs 'l^^^K'^'^y-

^h^
*"»•• "Confult vou7 ^' '^'J^'^y f^M tQ
••fi"J the clifgranf^?'"^' /- '^'" 'he c
" Truly,- added he "he 1 u'''

"'^ ^''"''IP"'
"M,in du Palais I' t f''°;s|'^ himfelf ajre«,y
Cuke, reckoning „p„„ Jj JLrtv'r"''''^'

""« 'he
thrown himftlf« the feet of f t^^^'" ^^- had
A)uted him King. '" °'^'heD,„phin.

,„<, ^^^

4^'&^S^J;r''-^''^rS
that of the public joy Shfr '"' '^"^ ^q"aj tp ^

•^^ied all b^und..-' Pa5l t ,"'T^^ '^^'^'' «"
«« "mmenfe indofore full !? "°i'"''8

«»^= than
«=«•"«'• who brought the

„,""^'?«- The firft

"t'fis that had faved his l!fe
°/ ""^ *'^'"»««'

ffffed, and almoft fuff^t d b "?>! ^"™"'"l«d. ca-

k-ffedhishorfe, andev^nhiX 'P'°P*"- They
i" «> in triumph . per&r i^°'^'

^"d they 1

J

"ried out at die ^1»1 h ^ "'" '° *'^'' other,

*i"King » r..,.,^Ke/,f"" f^y
could fee

braced reciprocally Airlf'''*''''*''' ""d em-

-theacholrll^o^LJarr'''^''^^^ '

ftude to Hea.en. The"! wa^^ 'r^""^
"'" g"--

mechanics who did not caufe a TV n/ '"T"^
'?'"

-•^ «ing two months Frat:?af^:^,t'r'

thing
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• OF LEWIS XV.

thing but rejoicings and feftivities, which occafion-

cd an cxceflive expence. It becanrie neceflfary to fct

bounds to thefe prodigalities. Britany, above all

the other provinces, teftified it's fatisfaftion, in a

manner the moft fenfible, the moft worthy of the

fubjeft, and the moft lafting. The States of that

Province decreed, that a monument of bronze (hould

be ere6tcd in their capital, reprefenting the event.

It was accordingly executed by the famous Le
jMoine, and fixed at Rennes in 1754

Poets, and Orators, by a laudable emulation,

united their efforts to celebrate this moft gloriou$

inftant of the life of Lewis XV, this triumph of a

new fpecies, worthy of Trajan or Antoninus, and to

ti-anfmit the memory of it to the remoteft pofterity.

It cannot be conceived to what a pitch of extrava*-

gance this delirium of compofition, joined to pa-

triotic frenzy, was carried among the men of let-

ters. One of them, trufting to the rcfourccs of his

genius, and to the nature of the fubjecTr, every part

of which was interefting, was fo bold and fo licenr

tious as to lay before the reader's eyes the falutary

crifis that had faved the King, to defcribe all the

natural effedts of it, and even to addrefs in an apof-

trophe the excrementitious matter firft thrown off.

It is fcarce credible, that this filthy production wa»

pagerly fought after by every one; on any other

*pccafion it would have been rejefted from it*s dif-

gufting title ; though the poet, Hccuflomed to treat

a variety of fubjefts, and to fubdue the difficulties

and fingularities of them, had contrived to ennoble

'his poem, and ijiake it fublime in many parts. Our

furprize will however be Icffcncd;, when we are told

|hat this poet was Piron,

Thfi

1744.

:U(
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people. „ade him app^Tt? '""?<>«» of the

"> this, he had faid fomerlt ^"^' '' •' Pf«=viou3
which favou,*d leftT r ?K*^P°"^'^ « the nW
heroifi., and .hS Aewr?h^ '? "--^^
«Jf»th. at the iaft .J," en

'

I,
" ""^ I^'nt of

e'o^y with it's illufior d^ '" "'^ =''''"=« of
penetrated ,vith a fenft of ST"' ""'^ Monarch.

,

"ot loft Cgh, „f the inteiTr ''"''«• '««^
'"tention. when he fet ou t ° p^.^"«^- "is
*»ve g,ven battle to Prince ch»^ "["''"' '" to
of the troops being ddayed had

" ' ''"' "^^ "'"ch
to execute his defi|„ ;„„- r "°' P^m'tted hin,
-ho had co„,e JhlsEeftv "'"'^f'

^-"''^
*ho as eldeft. had taken rn;*"" ''"' °^"*''^.
'" <^hief of the army of Air^'T ""= '""""and
''« informed of th^funLo! T .^''^'' '''= KingW Count d-Argenfo„"i'°h" ""= ''°°P'' *' &d
fide fince the begin;! of h- T ''"'"^'^ h" b«J-

fqusl to Conde, andtd^^J '" *" ''^ "O ">*»".

^[^fiy beaten' than he sLl"!'" »
r^"''^Charles was not afraid ofthSftarf ^""^^

cumftance that changed Zf^' """^ *= «>- •

"ews he received of^^l irn ' °'^'^*'"' ''« the
f">"ia mtoBohem^ Thr^"" "^ "»= King of
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fcarce any lofs, in the face of a fuperior army. The 1744,

Chevalier de Belleifle, who was commifTioned to fol-

low him with a ftrong detachment, could only come

up with his rear-gurrd, which, notwithftanding this,

continued it's march in good order. The defenders

of Noailles attribute the fuccefsful evafion of the

enemy, to the delay in the march of the troops, occa-

fioned by the ilinefs of the King—to a marfhy and

difficult foil, which it was neceflary to pafs, to get at

Prince Gharles-^and to the excellence of the Prince's

'precautions in forming his bridges, in fecuring them,

and in carrying away every thing, fo that he did not

lofc even a fingle magazine. The death of the

Prince, who was then expiring, would have given an

anfwer to all this, and would previoufly have con-

demned the Marfhal. The State never dies, and

nothing ought to put a ftop to the operations ne-

rxeffary for it's prefervation and profperity. By
/forcing the march of the troops, the Auftrian Genc-

], ral would have been foreftalled j the fame foil which

-was now favourable, would then have been againfl:

• him ; in a word, he would not have had the time to

/iTrtake all the arrangements he did. Accordingly,

.V the King of Pruflia complained grievoufly, of an

fi enemy beihg fuffered to efcape to come upon him.

*? In faft, Prince Charles feemed to have wings ; and

^ though he did not arrive time enough to prevent

\' that Monarch from taking Prague, on the 15th of

5' September, yet he contrived, by his movements and

%. marches, to oblige him to withdraw his garrifon, on

r the 27th of November. The King of Pruffia was

iv' therefore only mkfter of this capital for two months j

;:Vthe French had kept it thirteen; and Prince Charles

-- Yras twice it's deliverer. In the mean whilci after ^^.^

fnm '*
his
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wria, and Charl« VII had ~ "' "."''"' »" »«-
The King w„ amuft? d„ri;;t'

'" "P""'-
the account of the fuccefles of rh, v'""^"^' '^"''

of Che Emperor, and oftLpZh"^ °^^"'"''"

command of Mar/hal Coicnv ~«t ""7 ""*' ">*
towns, and the anterior Auft""« *" ""' ''°"t
«^ies of Italy, wC'^'p^"'*"*' ""d alfoofthe
;:iaoriou.. We have :i"T °'"'"\'"°'«» were
Do" Philip, onothe'Iro ofli°^" °^ ""' '"'»«
the Prince of Conti h ,

• .""""^ "^ Bourbon,
Served in quality rLieirJ.^'"'' .*'>°'^^
fortunate ^ar of BavX Z'^? '" ""^ "n-
q".«d fame

experiencTbecaufetht^°"''«' ^ ^•
,Jearnt from adverfitv th,„ f " " '"°'"« q"'ckly
i>e was a Prince o7gre,t^^^^^^^^ r"*^"'^" ^^«des!
P*tuof,ty of youth and of 1 V°"'

^''°' '" "-e im-
with thatthirit of go' Cff"'";,"" ""'-"^d
%Pon the utmoftttrs tJr''" " """ *»

Afficulfy. He had prepared Wnf/"^""' '""T
General, towhich heaS h

™ ^^^ ""' ""^of
ten hours every day, dSn'T '•""''""''' ^^dy of
at Paris. Hewasbete??.^'."''"'"''=hadpafled
with bis own country he knTT "'"^^'dy than

^
«" it's parts, and in^lietoft'

'^'
Pf^'""

of it in

.
compared ali the chlrts^t'rL'"^'^^''' "^
P».gns ofCatinat ai.-d Ven<fcfm» k u

S°' ""« =W-
:i>e was ftoclced with aliXS^.^i'""'''^''"''
thatcould fupply ,he place of °S ''T'^'^^^'manded with Don Philin th. '^'^T."' "' '^«»n-

£-ce and Spain. ^^ tT^.>^r°f
J»ad' made their troops crofsth-v ™ *?"'. thpy

Ac Redmontefe to mi^ "5 1^* ""d h,d .AJigi
•- ^' *"* "oandoo the caftles of

Aipremont,
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Afpremont, of UtcUe, of Nice, of Caftel-NuovQ,

and afterwards of Montalbanoi they had aifo forced

the caftle of Villa Franca to furrendcr, and had madt

ihcgarrifon prifoners of war. The Pi ince of Conti,

having at length made his troops fcale the moun-

tains, after many difficulties, laid fiege to Demont,
took it on the 17th of Auguft, with all it's garrifon j

opened immediately the trenches before Coni, and

was attacked by the King of Sardinia ; who, in order

to make him abandon this enterprize, gave him and

the S(janiards battle under the walls of Coni. The
Infant and the French Prince were conquerors; the

Picdmontefe, roughly handled and beaten, retired jn

confufion, and lett the city to it's own forces : it de-

fended it felf three weeks, and would have been forced

tofurrender in a few days more j but the feafon be^pg

too far advanced, obliged the Princes to raifc t|ic

fiege and to repafs the Alps. ,,... -, :, . ,.;. .? r-' r
.ih Voltaire pretends, that it was a motive of policy

tQ give this battle; for, if the King of Sardinia had

conquered, the French had few refources, and their

retreat was difficult ; and if he were beatenj, the city

was not lefs in a condition to refiil: in this advanced

feafon, and his retreats were fecure. It appears to

us, that the hiftorian, while he extols the wifdomof
the Monarch's meafures, condemns him without in-

tending it: for, on the contrary,beingcertain of the

ftrength of the place, of the length of time it might

hpld out, and of tiring the befiegers, it was W bu-

. linefs not to hazard his laurels, to aft the part of

Fabius, and efpeciailyto fpare the blood of his 'fub-

jefts. He Iqft near five thoufand men and the field

of battle. Coni was not alarriried at.it j and the hijlo-

rian isobliged to allow, that the feyemy ofthe feafon.
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Such was the end of th,
'"""^ of*« fiege.

where prodigies of vaJooL'S"^*" '" *" ?"«'
perfonswhodifti„g„S'\^,'7«''™aaed. The
Aepafs of Villa Frl^ca the m "" "'°*' '««• «
Maniui, of Camp" S^tl S'"" °^^''^' '^»'' ">«
ofthe French, thela^tfe 8^'';' '"^ *«<»
l>ad borne this name from the tt^r;"!?'

'" '"'' ^^-o
where he had perfonne "aftl-?'.'''

°^ C^mpo-Santo,

deMin^poix. d'ArZif^i j^^f^P'^'^- Me/T.
lized themfelves • asfd Z^"?"'^^' """o %"»-
Caitelar.atMou;;alfJ" Chatelanlde
miffioned to carry the n^ nf^ .^*°''^"'' '^"m-
chWDauph.?,

.:z:BiiSroPt'- .t'
'^^

,

the enterprize. ColonH - .r™"«0' G'vry. Chief of
Carte, wholoi th i"lt« t ?' ^"1"'» <»= la

„
Vho. havingfirftgo^i':"^!'-'^,"'' brave Chevert.

Colonel of Poitou, whof^ n,™ ' lieutenant-

'Wetogive.whofirrilernJr^'*' "°'
'° f-^

readaletterofthecelebratedcl '^V'"'^''- We .

ingnothadit in his
'"^'^.^'7°:^^^ >

French upon this oc-J^ ^"^' the glory of the '

Mina.Ge^ner^ofthest"i^^^^^
" WeAall meet wfth fom^™^"*"'^^J^°"P'««ip:
" may do as well 'ht fLST"'""' "''^^^ -<=

" to do better." - ^'"'''' '°''
« " mpoffible

: f'f'l!;HefolLing"Tel1;^,,t;rft^ ^--
brilliant and fhafoeft n/v; / ^ °^ ^^«^ »«oft

" troops have dS^tT '^!' ^'^^ "^^^ ^^-

" beyond human nZt tLX'"T '' ^'''^'
acurc. The brigade of Poiifou,.

*' wit-h
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" with M. d*Agenois it their head, has acquired

** great glory.

" The bravery and prefence of rriind of M. de
" Chevert, have been the chief caufe of determining

" the advantage we have gained. I recommend
" M. de Solemi, and the Chevalier de Modene, to

" you. La Carte h^s been flain : your Majefty,

"

" who knows the yalue of friendfhip, miiftfeel hoW
" much his death has afFefted me."

"We muft not foi*get the Marquis of Villemur and

Count Lautru, conquerors on the day of the barri-

cades. In a word, at the battle of Coni;, among the

number of wounded were the Marquis de Scnne-

terre, the Marquis de la Force, who died of his

wounds, the Chevalier de Chauvelin, and the Che-

valier de Chabannes. The Prince of Conti, in an-

other letter td the Kingj expatiates upon the fignal

fervices of M. de Courten, upon thofe of M. M. du

Chaylai de Bejiupreaui de Montmorenci, de Stain-

Villci of the Marquis de Maillcbois, Quarter-Mafter

General, and 6fM. de Chauvelin, Adjutant General

of the army ; but as modeft as Casfar, and like him a

General and a Soldiery he took no notice of two balls

that had pierced his cuirafs, and two horfes that

were killed under him. The Parifian poets did not

fail to celebrate his great exploits j but they were

certainly too hafty in calling him the French Hanni-

bal i no fooner had this furname been given to him,

than he deferved it no longer, for he had jtift been re-

croffihg the Alps, without being able to poft himfelf

there, and, crowned with barren laurels, he brought

back nothing more than an enfeebled army.

The King of Naples, on his part, fecondtd by
Count Gages, had begun the campaign to defend his

Vol. II, P own
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1744. own dominions. About the month of June, Prince

Lobkowitz had diftributed there a manifefto, in which

the Queen of Hungary addrefled the people of the

two Sicilies as her fubjefts, to whom Ihe granted her

protedbion. She feemed even to flatter herfelf with

being able to excite an infurredion in Naples ; and

the Queen, though big with child, had retired to

• Gayette fince the latter end of April, and was pre-

pared to go to Rome, in cafe of any unfortunate

event. The King of Naples had urged this preme-

ditated invafion, as a motive for his declaring war.

He had fucceeded not only in preventing the enemy

from penetrating into his own country, but had alfo

carried the fcene of war into the country about Rome]:

he was fituated with the Duke of Modena, who was

become Generaliflimo of the King of Spain, in Vcl-

letri, formerly the capital of the Volfcians, and at

prefent the refidence of the DeanS of the facred col-

lege. He was furprifed there in the middle of the

night, by a bold attempt of the Auftrian General,

fimilar to that which Prince 'Eugene had made upon

Cremona, in 1702, and he would have been taken

prifoner, had it not been for the Marquis de I'Hopi-

jtal, Ambaflador from France, who was with him,

who had attended him, and gave him, as well as the

Duke of Modena, timely notice. Scarce had they

joined their army again, when their palace was in-

vefled. General Nonaty entered into that of the

Duke 6f Modena, where he found the Minifter of

'that Prince, Sabatini, who had formerly been in the

fume regiment with him: " Is it not true," faid the

Minifter to him, " that you give me my life, and
" that you will be fatisfied with making me a pri-

" foncr?'* But while they were renewing their former

;;, :y, i acquaintance.
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acquaintance, the conquerors having alfo committed

the fame fault as at Cremona, their triumph was foon

at an end: confufion, diforder, and eagernefs for

plunder, repaired the mifchief thac had been occa-

fioned by want of vigilance, difcipline, and a<flivity;

the Germans were driven away in their turn. M. Sa-

batini, who faw this change from the window, faid to

the Auftrian General :
" It is I at prefent who give

" you your life, and you are now my prifoner."

Prince Lobkowitz was obliged to retire towards

Rome J the King of Naples purfucd him—the Pope
remained neuter, and this was the part which became

him, in quality of the common father of the faith-

ful. Accordingly, the two armies remained each

on their fide, at one of the gates of Rome ; and the

Auftrian General, as well as the Neapolitan Monarch,

tinder the name of Count Pouzoles, came to kifs the

feet of the Sovereign Pontiff, wjiile they caufcd his

countries to be ravaged by their troops.

Such was the fituation of affairs, when Lewis XV.
defirous of clofing the campaign by an important

conqueft, caufed the trenches to be opened before

Fribourg, by Marfhal Coigny. The King, chough

ftill weak, and but juft convalefccnt, repaired to the

liege, to accelerate the operations of it. This was

the moft difficult, and the moft laborious, of all the

fieges he had undertaken. It was at this expedition

that Count Lowendahl, already known among fo-

reigners, and fince fo ferviceable to France, diftin-

guifhed himfelf for the firft time. He was prefent

there in the character of a volunteer, and was

wounded in the head by a mufk-'.t-lhot. The city

furrendered after a month's open trenches. There was

one particular circumftance in this fiege, which was,

P 2 that
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1744. that Count d'Argenfon, who, in quality of Mini-

'
fter for the war department, drew up the articles of

capitulation, by a pretended conceflion, which he

made a great merit of, with General Damnitz, who

defended it, contrived to make the furrender of the

caftles more certain and more fpeedy. This good

German, having obtained permiflion to retire into

thefe fortrefles, with his fick and wounded, perceived

too late that this was a fatal conceflion, inafmuch as

fo many fuperfluous, or ufelefs perfons could not but

embarrafs him, in thefe confined places, and help to

llarve him out. His maladroitnefs was foon the

caufe of his Sovereign's lofing the cafl:les, and of the

garrifon being obliged to furrender prifoners of war

:

he learnt, undoubtedly, how to fettle his treaties bet-

ter another time, and cfpecially to miflrult the fa-

vours of an enemy. The King conduced himfelf

with the fame policy at Fribourg, as at Menin ; he

caufed all the fortifications of the city to be deftroyed,

being determined to reftore it at the peace, or rather,

forefeeing that it would be impofllble to preferve it

for the Emperor, according to the plan that had

been fo often deranged, and which the unfortunate

diverfion, made by the King of Pruflla, obliged them
again to depart from. All the glory of the campaign

in Bohemia devolved upon Prince Charles j who,

after having pafled and repafled the Rhine, in pre-

fence of the French army, had crofled the Elbe in

face of the Prufllan army, fo confiderably diminiflied

by defertion and ficknefs, that the King could not

venture to give Prince Charles battle, for fear of lofing

it. He was obliged to keep upon the defenfive with

this General, and to cover Silefia, into which, not-

withftanding, fome parties penetrated as far as th e

gates

i
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gates of Breflau. Thefe fuccefles were owen to the

junftion of another Prince, who having at firfl con-

nefted himfelf with the King of Pruflia, to difpoffefs

the Queen of Hunsjary of her donninions, and who
had afterwards been reconciled to her through his

mediation, had not, in this inftance, been more fcru-

pulous than he j and, influenced by the fubfidies of

England, had juft formed an alliance with this

Princefs, to ftrip the King of Pruffia, become a fe-

cond time his enemy. The King of Poland, Eledlor

of Saxony, the new and interefting a£tor in this fan-

guinary tragedy, had made, in the month of May, a

fecret treaty with the Queen of Hungary, and had

accordingly fent a reinforcement of twenty-two thou-

fand men to Prince Charles, which had given him

the fuperiority. The Queen, on her part, had ceded

to him a portion of Silefia, which fhe hoped to re-

take, and upon which the Eleftor pretended, that he

had fome antient claims, which Ihe allowed to be

valid, but which would certainly have become very

problematical, as foon as that province had no

more belonged to the King of Pruflla. So many
changes in the negotiations, muft necelTarily increafc

the viciflitudes of fortune ; and accordingly, the fuc-

ceffes and difgraces were much balanced during this

campaign. If France had failed in England, flie had

been fuccefsful in Flanders. Prince Charles had

checked thefe advantages, by his invafion in Alface;

which the King of Pruflla, victorious in Bohemia,

had flopped in his turn. This irruption could not

be any more than temporary j he grew apprehenfivc

for his own dominions; and the Emperor, taking ad-

vantage of the retreat of the Aufl:rians, though he

jiad re-entered Munich, could not ftill think himfelf

•7^:5 V ? 3 ,
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1744. entirely fafe. It was thertfore ncceflary to think of
'"

another campaign, and to make it more decifive in his

favour. In order to be at hand to commence hoftili-

ties early, arrangements were taken, by confent or

by compulfion, to cftablifli winter-quarters in the

electorates of Mentz, Treves, and Cologn, for 40,000

men, under the command of Marflial Maillebois,

reftored to favour. The Sovereigns of thefe coun-

tries, even the lall, though brother to the Emperor,

were neuter, lefs on account of their dignity of Arch-

biihops, than of their inability. They did not lefs

fufFer, as we fee, from the ravages of war j and they

publifhed one memorial after another, in which they

complained of the defolation of their country.

They were given to underftand; that this ftep had

been taken, the more efFeftually to remedy th'efe

diforders, either by ftriking a more direct and more
fenfible blow againft the King of England, in his

eleftorate of Hanover, or by containing the King
of Pruffia in the common caufe, through the fear of

lofing his poffeflions in this part. ^, « , . .,<d/;d v;

After having regulated every thing, the King^
gratified the impatient wifhes of the Parifians, and

ti Nov. appeared again in his capital. His entrance was a tri-i

umph, rendered more aifefting by the joy, the accla* :»

mations, and the tranfports of his people, than it was
iplendid and majeftical, from the pomp which at- .^.

tended it; or rather, the people, agitated again

with the apprehenfions they had Had of lofing him,,

feemed, by their eagernefs, to endeavour to affurcx

themfelves of the exiftence of the revived Monarch.4f
It was lefs a conqueror, whofe car they furrounded,;i5j

than a fond father whofe knees they embraced. His .

;

Majefty ftaid three davs at the palace of the Tuille-

•> ries.
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ries, appeared in public as much as he could, and

ordered, that there Ihould be a free accefs to him.

To increafe his popularity, he dined at the Hotel de

Ville, This was a token he gave of his gratitude to

the inhabitants, in the perion of the municipal offi-

cers, who reprefenied them. According to cuftom,

thefe had the honour to wait upon his Majefty. The
Provoft of the merchants flood behind the King;

the High Sheriff at the back of the Dauphin's chair.

Voltaire cenfures, with reafon, upon this occafion,

the infcriptions and devices fixed up in the public

places, which, according to a ridiculous cuflom,

were in Latin, and, inftcrul of exprefTing the fenti-

ments of a nation, who neither fpeak nor underfland

this language, produced only the childilh conceits

of a pedantic imagination.

In the midfl of fo many rejoicings, of fo many
elFufions of the fenlibility of the French, there was

ftill a void in the heart of Lewis XV. the image of

theDutchefs of Chateau-roux was again painted there,

in ftronger colours than ever : flie was the only one

to whom the King's illnefs had been fatal. Con-

demned, even by her lover, to live in a ftate of re-

tirement and forrow, fhe could not partake of the

general feftivity j he reproached himfelf with his

weaknefs, in having difmiffcd her ; he was incenfed

againft the Prelate, who had exafled this from him

;

i.nd he would willingly have repaired the harfhnefs

with whicii his orders were carried into execution,

b^' r**calling hjr to him with a degree of eclat capa-

ble of obliterating the humiliation of her dlfmiffioni

but he was prevented by other fentiments. That

relpeft for mankind, which tyrannizes even over

P4^n:^Hv Majefly,sfii^^r
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fo'j' the part of the Q^een ^ i""
?P"'*"«<«

tender attachment
, the „nl!' ^ ''' °^ '^' """ft

^;^to rea/Tume her right"
'
aI^^

*' "?'««».
a<a in concert with duty! L h. ^'r

""'""^ <"'' "°f
r^ony of his affeaion. under 1 '^^'''^ ""^ ''ffi-
•ng his ftrengt,,. in pat t th"'"'^^'

'"°^"-
d'fcrder, and by the LZ \^ '''°'^"« of his
perfons who we're acq" fn"d" t ""f

'"'"'"• Thofc
P-lions. foon forefl wh'

""'^^ ""P'"^* °f 'he
»"ke de Richelieu tl wl T" '""PPen. The
i^-ed his confidence-afterT *' ^"^^^' ^ad re-

5° "-.^ke himfelf the viftt of h""^ \'^r
'^'

"^'^'"'V
Jf«' in the moft critica rn /"' ^°' ">' ^'^O""-

gating h.r recalled" st„ '^^ °//'"^ manoeuvre, by
t"- appear i„ a d fti„'"fi;,^"^

^"Weman will in'J
«h^t ^i.e reader ftoul IS ^''^"^''•. « is proper
'"'"Born towarc-sVhe dot '^f^<J"''i''ted «^th
^"^y> he was now nea fift '^ar, V'

'^'"''^'"^ =^"-
fome.and well made wlh

'^ '^e; '""• hand-
"^n«i "-nan of extreme" In

"" ^^'"'''i^ oount^-

'^^^ tafte forchi.ahy
h^t ore

"^'^' ''"^"^ ^'^ ^«h
»nd with the deprived r''''' '" "'^"W Court.
Libidinous

pleafu'r h\d H V °^ "^^ %g«cy
^o-- W™, though he it afredl''^^"'''*''"'-^'^io^
frequent indulgence iTl '^ "°''" out by a too
fore his time ^pl '" '''!"'' ""^ was grown old ^
J-ipg been vevfCm'"'^^'^ fo%omen. a^J
h^^ had the vani ofl n,"^^

"'"'^ ^r ^tem. Ic
P"b''c Some ^tt:"!;? '° ."^^ "'^ -"<!"'«'
?"i'!»"ce. and had drawn uttr''^'^ '' great dif-

f"'". which he had^arX ^ '^"'^ '^"Wefome '

f°r '•^^^Portedhis boIdSand"""';'* '^"'""^
..

.

™''n«l» and impudence in thefe

matters.
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jnatters, by his bravery. To a great fund of undcfr

Handing, he united a chearful difpofition ; he was

^entertaining, very rich, but prodigal ; a circum-

ilance which made him more greedy of favour, in

order that he might conftantly repair the breach

which profufion made in his finances. Always

fortunate, he had fucceeded in every thing he had

undertaken. Though of a very difproportionate

birth, he had married a Princefs of the Houfe of

Lorraine j and this alliance having drawn a quarrel

upon him, fcrved only to height'-n his glory in a

famous duel, in which he wa;. conqueror. Being

appointed I/ieutenant General of the province of

Ilanguedoc, with t'le command of it, he had pre-

vailed upon the States, at the commencement of the

' war, to offer the King, to raifc, to clothe, to arm,

to equip, to mount, and to fupport, at their own ex-

pence, during the contiiiuance ot it, a regiment of

dragoons, under the name of Septmanie. His

Majefty, pleafed with the offer, had acknowledged

the fervide of the fathei, by appointing his fon, the

Duk^f de Fronfac, Colonel of the regiment j and be-

* lidesl had attached the Dukede Richelieu more par-

ticularly to himfelf, by giving him the pofl of Firft

Gentlteman of the bed-chamber, vacant by the death
* of the Duke de Rochechouart, killed at the battle of

bettingen. • - .
'

,,,,.,,

This Courtier, whofe heart was accefTible to all

'" the pafTions, and alio conibmed with the thirft of
''' greatnefs, was not yet arrived to the pinnacle of

honours, and was convinced, that there was not a

* niore certain way to reach the fummit of his wifhes,

tKan by bringing back to Court the Dutchefs of

Chate^ii-roux. He removed all the Monarch's

fcruplesi

ai7
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•

and that the Minifter. feeinrth* ""^ '"'^'^ "'^'t; •

«t.on to be expefled witH w^ "''^"° reconciJi.*
had taken the only a^Tu^ .7*""" "^^ her ftam„
'° be beforehand ^iSe'; tf„'°5'>"'-e. -hich w^'

*7[- We cannot believe thS^
!'"'"« "'' °'"her forea% fpoken and written of th

''
'""'^ ''"

"""-e
«ther probable, that tL'tr" '?"''"''"'''• ^t i,
fpeedy and fatal revolution InU n '"^ P'9duced a
~rding to fome memors h

"'\°"«^hefi or. ac-
occafioned by her eagS tf/'" ^^^°'«'<>» wa,
the Monarch, not lef, ;1? ' ^ '"^° the arms of

^erfeW; at an improper feln
' ^u" ""'* P^tfume :

be, the followi„o.%„r ! • However thi. ^,
"Pon \«-«arS t^dh"*/"^ '^^'S

'

appl-cable to Madame de Mm''
*""" '""'^h more

^^^'-'^-«^;t;^£-rea„y

,

'Tis .
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: OF LEWIS XV. ai9

•Tis not the fplendour which high birth can give; 1744.

•Tis this alone whicii makes my mem'ry live:
—

Recaird to life, my King reftor'd my name;

Chearful I die, to give hhn buck his fame*.

This lofs, equally ftriking from the time at which

it happened, and the circumOanc^s attending it,

plunged L.ewis XV. into a deep melancholy. If we
were to eftimate the height of his defpair by that of

his paffion, it muft have been extreme. The Dutchefs

had regained fo powerful an afcendant over her

auguft lover, that fhe had didated her terms to him
a fecond time. Befide thofe already ftipulated,

to repair the injury fhe had received in the face of

all Europe, by her ignominious expulfion, Ihe had '

inlided upon a fatisfaftion equally glorious as it

was authentic, of being appointed Superintendant of

the houfehold of the future Dauphinefs; to which the

King had been fo inconfidcrate as to confent. The
bellowing this place of truft and dignity upon

her, which implies—in the perfon defigned to fill it,

a great deal of referve and decency, a heart incapa-

ble of depravity, a regularity of conduft, an unful-

lied reputation—was to publifh fcandal, to crown

vice, to give an infult to morality, to public chaf-

ticy, and to the Court of Spain, whofe auftere eti-

quette would have been rouzed into indignation by

fo infamous a choice. Death prevented this compli-

cation of evils J and this adb, which would have been

fo derogatory to every idea of modfefty, did not take
]

• Sans relever I'eclat de mon illuilre rang> J J i^'i'^
';

rwiq.

Ce trait feul fera vivre ajamais ma memoire : u K ^*'^

Mon Roi revit le jour poUr me rendre mon rang, .!
'

£tje mears fans regret pour lui rendre fa gloire.

,

place;

ii

>i

u

m3
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Pl»«i therefult. however of,,of the King with the Du,:! r r •'''°"^'^''^tion

produced ftUl anun«^ °^ Chateau, rou..

People, which -ide ,; di^
„':"''7'"°". --ng the

We may recoHeft the loTl't'^
">^'' ••'ffcflion.

"Iways the voice of tl"ilic t ";'?"''"- "-

Paris tc tray for hin,T
^"'^"^ '" "" ^'"'' "ty cf

ouny'^ta'lked 'of "tm!
^'"';.'"'" ""^'^ however, feri-

his Majeftys griefTvho
""'='' ''"'"^ ^iverfon to

had juft got rid of the burden TZf '^^^^ "«
fore.gn affairs. It had bee^fir; off

Pr"""^ ^°'

VUleneuve, who had acquired f l^ '° ^- ''e

tation during his lont^ J * great deal of repu-
Port. This nfodeft ^ouVe^ flf

'"'/'""^"^ " ^h'
good-will towards him Ttfii"'''*"'' '^^ King's
ftTed of that aatity of mi d

'^'"?.''''"'"^'f ""^ Pof-
Partment. excufed VrnfT^ "''"''l"

'^^ '"^'' ''''*-

health, and furniLd "IfexTZle''^
'"" °^ <"'

Court, of a refufal, which refl.rft,.""™""""" at

"pon him than hi Maieft^. f'^
'*'" "^o^e honour

'ieclared. that in oXgJ ^aj'-l"^''
!^°"^- "e

"-as no longer fit for adminfft
.'"^™"'" a man

- ^"^J^/ft-.fnafimilarfittwT^
A°"'''='^'-» hold up fimilarfentimen°s t;r' l'';™"'=«<=

''"t. at the fame time h. f""' Maurepasj

^,

timcj
"-ivX
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OF LEWIS XV.

time, both the honour which he would have enjoyed

by non-compliance, and the reputation he had pre-

vioufly acquired.

It was the Marquis d' irgenfon, the elder brother

of the Miniftcr for the war department, who ob-

tained this office. The Count was appointed to that

of Superintendant of the Pofts. Thefc favours dif-

penfed to the fame family, gave them an aftoniihing

degree of influence, which both of them dcferved.

The Marquis was lefs brilliant than the other, and

the Courtiers, who judged only fuperficially, ufed to

call him d'Argenfon the ftupid. He was little cal-

culated to diftinguifh himfelf in the poft which was

intruded to him, at leaft in the opinion of thofe

perfons, who think there is lefs virtue than cunning,

requifitc to conduft the bufinefs of it. On the con-

trary, well known for his probity, he was rather a

philofopher than a negotiator j but above all, an ex-

cellent citizen. This we may judge of from a work

of his, intitled : Confiderations on Government. Rouf-

feau quotes it in his Social Contrary where he extols

it in a fingular manner ; and the circumftance that

compleats this encomium is, that Voltaire agrees

with him in his Hijiorical Commentary^ &c. The
praifes of the latter would, indeed, be fufpicious,

without the concurrent teftimony of the former.

Voltaire acknowledges, that this Miniftcr, who was

of the fame age with himfelf, and his fellow-ftudent

under the Jefuits, had from his earlieft years enter-

tained a warm friendfhip for him j that they had

fmce kept up a great int'nacy together ; and that

the ftatefman had employed the man of letters, in

fcveral important affairs, during the years 17451 174^*

and

asf

1744.

ig Nov.

i|
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*« theatrical pieces. ThkrU "" '°'"P°'''"°'> ''f

honour to the Count. foI'a:t tV° ^^^^
per knowledge of mankind, he wouM^^'^''^''

' P™"
I~lit.cs were not the turn of

1°
f-

^'^' '^"" '''«
too much vanity, was treal / .

""
'' '^''° '^d

"f ail the paffions. « a«end wl^h r "? '^'"^^P''"'"<=

r^h'^h «quire fo much '11"'/"^'^ '° objefe
'^"'e. A Clerk who is veH! ' ""^' ""'* «"
''ery clofe turn. impenetr.Kr T ^"'>' ''''^^.o'" a

^^^^-^srae:::Lt '^^t-'^
'''^«"

fc^-^^ been mentioning The Tn!''
"""""g^ ^«

Ambafli<}or to Madrfd for f
"^ °'^ '*'="""'

%aing the proiea; fl ^ *"* ''^^« ?»«, re-

:
A-ftria. had CftheTmttfr" '"^ "-'^^ ^
on this point. ThisA^hVT'°'"""'^°"^''"P-
•*'a;. a Prelate of a go^T'!f

""^ ^"^ M. de Vau-
m*e a figure; havinfat«r7'""' '/'"^^'^'^ '<>

d«^a.
PunftiliousfmTft'tftf"?" "^' '^'^^'"''""& in-

Aofc qualities that are toierih ' Z""^' ^'""''"e ««
.P'-t he was to aa. but wh^^

""" ^"''"^ '">"•=
manners were not ad;pted « 1°

ft""^''
'^y'^' ""d

» matter of furprize.^tS °he ^ """i
^' '"'"' ^''"

'"'"•. Two modves ZL t '"'' ''^'^ <=''°ftn
7,^^.J& might have concurred in this ^

3

the
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the moft eflcntial was, undoubtedly, to remove to a 1744«

diftance, and in a poll of honour, a competitor, whofe

genius and fpirit of intrigue gave umbrage to the

old Cardinal ; the other was, becaufe the Prelate

was avaricious, a circumftance perfedlly fuitable to

that Minifter's turn for ceconomy. Though it was

to be apprehended, that this Ambaflador would :not

fucceed in a Court fo circumfpedt as that of Spain,

if he was but little noticed by the Grandees, who
were previoufly acquainted with his charadterj yet

was he well received by the Sovereign. Moreover,

the interefts of France and Spain were too clofely

connetled, to admit of many difficulties, and the

alliance was too advantageous not to be accepted.

Nothing more remained, than to put the finifhing

ftroke to the agreements, and to have the demand
made in form, when the new Secretary of State

for foreign affairs entered upon the fundtons of his

office.

All the Noblemen of the firft rank were ambitious

of being employed upon this occafion. The Duke
de Chatillon, Governor to the young Prince, pre-

tended, that it was his right in that quality. His

illuftrious birth, his rank, his perfonal merit,

though much inferior to the employment he had

been charged with, his gravity, and his referve, made
him very fit for fuch a dcftination, and peculiarly

adapted to the fpot where it was to be fulfilled.

But he had jufl been banifhed, and fuch a favour

was not confiftent with that difgrace. dn order

to foften, as much as poffible, fo difagreeablc a
circumftance, which was felt even by the Prince

his Pupil, who was much attached to him, the

Bifhop

'15

%
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Thefe were fo many comni ^"""^ Princefles.

whofe age and mZaL°V ', f"""* Dauphinefi.

fi^ited t/the ma„S"6 tZf *°'"'"^ '^ "«
of Chartres had married the fi?"?- .

^''^ °"''«
Conti. She was between e ghte^"

°'
f"^

^""^^ of
of age. beautiful. Well madeSSl .T*.""''"

^**"
in her purfuit ofpleafure foJ^ff^' ?'' ^ay. eager

' ficence ofan agrLable difpotS'^J^f "'^"'-
cate cift of wit. She was ^^'Ti!^"^"^ *"^ '^^i'-

affability -dpopii'^ i^^f^^J^'°*;^d.
ffon, '"at

been the diftinguilhing
chTrafter „f . ?^' '° ''='^*'

hufbandwas equally food t ° "^ ^"X- Her
naking himfelf\elovrhis r^' ""'^ '"P""' "f
""d Pleafihg. and althought wa^^"

"".'"'"'""'"^'

y« he repaired this nafl'lfea ;7hS"?-.£« his temper agreed HfM. • l
'^ " *'^'^«y-

Dutchefs
: he had not 1 -•

""'' """ °^ *he

h;« underftanding, and the cStio^n? •'T^ '"
given the greatelt hopes in h s ilr

"' ^' ^""^

to be prefumed, that thev ».. li u^'"'^' ^"^ " «
'•f the fecond pX wh^ rd'^kl:

'"" '''''''''

the care of his education had f!n T" ^'""'''^

of the firft. This Governor had^S'^' ""^ '''''"

cd, nearly at the fam^ .;
^° J"^* oeen banilh-

tillon, acircumftairwSo"''/ ""f'
°^ ^ha-

'

furprize.as he was a nZtkrion Tl '"'««»«,
,

family, who had broughrhimZ .
""" ^'S^''l'o»

^d h™ 'till that timt He ^Tt^'^P'^^'
,. ,„, ? """de himfelf fo

little .
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little beloved, that there was fcarce any one con-

cerned for his misfortune. It does not appear,

that even his illuftrious Plipil was much affcded

by it. -v
• -M 4 •/• • •• '

•• ':^ >» ^'^ -'•^•'

The Countefs of Touloufe had more recently

married her fon, the Duke of Penthievre, to the

Princefs of Modena, whofe father^ then a Sovereign

without a kingdom, the viftim of his attachment to

France, was reduced to command the troops of

the King of Spain. She was fome months younger

than the Dutchefs of Chartres, beautiful^ but lefs

amiablci and lefs fprightly in her appearance^

though perhaps in reality more capable of making

her hufband happy. The Dutchefs, her mother^

filler to the Duke of Orleans, and daughter of the

Regent, had for a time entertained a hope of mar-

rying her daughter to her nephewj and had carried

this point againft the Princefs of Conti; but the

lattep, equally aftive, perfevering, and fubtle, had

brought fome frelh fprings into play, which had

fucceeded. The diftrefs of the Duke of Modena
was in fad the only motive of this change of al-

liance : on every other account, his daughter would

certainly have been preferred ; but we feel a difincli-

nation to contract an alliance with the unfortunate,

however wrongfully they fuffer^ or however in-' .^

tereftinff their fituation. Mademoifelle de Modene ''
'

"

was obliged to give her hand to a legitimated,
^^

Prince. It is true, that under favour of this mar-
'

riage, the Countefs of Touloufe flattered herfelf, at *,'/'

one time, that the King would reinftate her fon^ "

.^

and confequently the fons of the Dutchefs du ^'^'*!i

Maincj the Prince of Dombes and Count d'Eu, in ' '

'

all the honours, rank, rights,, and prerogatives^

VoLv II. Ct which

22/
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1744. which Lewis XIV. had folemnly granted to his chil-
""

dren, of which we have feen that they had been au-

thentically deprived under the Regency, and fince

that time, definitively and totally, at lead with re-

gard to their pofterity. The fingularity of the mat-

ter is, that the inftigator of this law-fuit, was her-

felf the filler of the Duke du Maine and the Count

of Touloufe, the Dutchefs of Bourbon, who being

legitimated, as they were, could not lower them

without degrading herfelf. This proves, that kin-

dred among the great is of no confideration, and

that the voice of nature cannot prevail againft the

jealous rage of ambition. The Dutchefs had feen,

with an eye of envy, the favours which the late King

had conferred upon her brotihers ; fhe had urged the

Duke of Bourbon, her fon, to expoftulare, and, by

an abominable piece of perfidy, had forced him,

ia a manner, to ftrike the firft blow, at the very

' time that he was upon a party of pleafure at Ram-
bouillet, the feat of the Count of Touloufe, his

' uncle. -•

Since that time, his Majefty had granted to the

^^ children of the Duke du Maine and the Count of

Touloufe, the fame honours which their fathers

*^ had enjoyed, but by perfonal brevet, and for life

only* This was a matter of little moment ; and could

* only gratify their vanity within their own palaces, or
^* at Verfaillesj for the Princes of the Blood, the

Nobles, the Parliament, and the Nation, had not

acquiefced in thefe diftinftions. The Houfe of Eft

could have wilhed, that in favour of this alliance,

the King had granted fpecial favours, and had dif*

played all the parade of fovcreign power to give

(hem the neceflary fandion* A multitude of il-

luftrious
^:;9K
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OF LEWIS XV.

iiiftrlous perfons, jealous of tranfmitting to their

defcendents their rights and rank uninfringed, were

interefted in preventing this. The affair threw the

Court into extreme agitation. The moft prudent

of the Courtiers afted underhand ; the leaft cir-

cumfpeft broke outj and were punifhed with exile.

Some of them, though recently laden with the fa-

tours of the Monarch, did not think that the im-

portance of etiquette ought to give way to gra-

titude i for it was fcarce poflible that the articled

of the fuccelTion to the Crown, or even the article

of the unreftri(5led quality of the Princes of the

blood, fliould again enter into difcu/Tion. The pre-

fent King did not flatter himfelf with rcftoring the

work of Lewis XIV. and even had he been inclined

to it, fuch an exertion of power would have been

too much for him. Befidesj this would have beea

fo much the more dangerous on his part, as he

himfelfi following the example of gallantry purfued

by his anceftor, might one day experience the ten-

der fentiments of blind paternity. His Majefty^

therefore, corifined himfelf to particular brevctsj and

the Protefters, notwithftanding the marks of the

Sovereign's difpeafure, did not the more abftairi

from their protefts, and other conferVatory adts in

life upon fuch occafions. '
, . . ,,^

In this fituation of affairs, the Dau'phinefs arrived;

The Ambaffador of France having a week before

demanded her in the lifual form, the Celebration of

the rriarriage of the Infanta Maria Therefa took

place at Madrid on the i8th of December, and

was confecrated by the Patriarch of the Indies;

The Prince of Afturias wedded his fifter in the

name of the Dauphin. Three weeks after this, fhe

1744,
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her. Every parfoTr'h ° ".'' "PP"'"'^'' '° ««ive

who had caufed th,\ ^^ Chateau-roux,

lifter, to be appointed ,
" '

"'^ "-"""gua's. her

Phinefs
,
and SfeDutchelr/r""' '° '"^ ^''»-

by reafon of her a^- anH
"'* ''" ""'her.

chamber. The n&ntal 17"''' ^"^^ °'" ">« bed^
the .3d ofFebruat;Cl"r "".' ''"'^'"- '"»

known beffre. he 'wis chZT''^ '"'"''^"''"^ ""-

Pleted by the perfonal ? alitL ot tJfVl^
~'"-

ftntiments were elevated Zj^r r
°^^^- "«'

^g'-eeable. and fte had a Sfte ft
°" '""'^ ""d

devotion, perfeffly fuited f„ ViT j '"''"ement and
the Dauphin. NeverSef! > '^"T"" S'^*" ">

cealed, that her« 11"T" "°^ he co„-
his agreeable perfon.^l^tScyT'''^'"^
Wrank, and the fimilaritv ofT I-,

^""'h and
»ot made thefj^j"!^ "'"^'^P°'^'^°''^' had
-longer intimac7miXw eS 5"' ^""^P^

^

Heaven did only Aew as it !,
,''' •""*• hut

to the nation, y« il^il,^ T"^ ""' Dauphinefi.
the tomb theirUlnSeJ

-'y """ "" '"to

NoCwKhftanding the calami -„,,^^^^_^
--^ Splendid

, f,i:
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fplcndid rejoicings took place throughout the 1745.

kingdom j the nuptials of the prefumptive heir to """

the Crown, were celebrated with extraordinary

pomp and expence. Paris, which is infinitely

larger and richer than the other capitals, would al-

fo furpafs them in teftimonies of zeal and afFeftion

for the Royal Family. Their chief Magiftrate was

no longer that famous Turgot, fo renowned for

his magnificence ; the Provoft of the Merchants was

now M. de Bernage, a man of flender abilities, and

little calculated for fuch brilliant ceremonies j yet

he conceived, or rather adopted, a happy contrivance.

As it was the middle of winter, and that the

cold, the rain, and the froft, might have been

very prejudicial to the feftivals, or have prevented

them, he caufed to be conftrufted, in twelve of the

moft beautiful parts of the city, as many faloons of

verdure, which exhibiting to the eye the feafon of

the fpring, obliterated the idea of the dreary one

that prevailed. Thefe vaft inclofures, open on every

fide, received indifcriminately perfons of all ranks

;

a mixture, which, in thefe kinds of Saturnalia, ia

the firft promoter of feftivity. Refrefhments were

here inceffantly dealt out with profufion ; the beft

muficians were appointed to play there, and the

found of inftruments, and of a thoufand melodious

voices, joined to the murmur of fo many fountains

pouring forth wine in ample ftreams, intoxicated an

infinite number of people with delight. Foreigners,

who flocked there from the moft diftant countries

to partake of thefe pleafures, could not perfuade

themfelves that France was defolated by a war, as

ruinous as it was fanguinary ; if they had not pre-

Yioufly been acquainted with the fixation of tftc

0^3 country,^

w

'. w
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fountry, they would have judeed if f. i, .- %,e pr ,he .0, uij'^dt^:::

tJ.e „..la„cho]; ofLelt v/'t '°'"\'"-^^fio" to

theJaftfavourite thenl^ A ^'"'* ""^ <^""> "f
?nd even thofe who were 1?/°'"'" °^ "><= C°"«.

1

fi^ft choice, had made J ' ^"^"""g-^d by the

Among the'fe, the Dut heftTR t'r '"'''''''

had been a widow about aIf '^<'"''^^'">»''«, whq
'^'l herfelf, a moft charrn"""'""''' ^iftinguift-

•-held, or rathT; a 'ri^VT ? "" ^^'
.""= King, with whom ihe haS ii^^H i*"'

"^ ""''
'n a fort of familiarity Z ht " R^mbouiUet
?^ons to pleafe a P i„ce 1J"'™'*, '"^f «moft
edging, even had he not been Ki "''k

" ''^^ "'"
vain. By an eneraenVT "^^"'^'"g' *>"' always in

Pnaccou'ncofThTSrglt\^

f^aysfufenud, hut never accepted T,
'^""'[^"^^'^

t'on, He married in fecondT '
• ,

^'"'""g'' vexa^

Brionne, and died a year a^d?'"' '^' ^°"« °f
thought that among wolen^of r'^"'^^"- ^^ """^

-en among the ci^ wTve" ^r d ""t'^
"'"''' ^

capital, which might be ml!.
daughters of the

fore him withouTKt,??'''* " ^'^ ''" ''^''^ "e-

freft.opportunity
to rive ?L7'

""^^' '^"'' '"^'n^

Slave. For this nMr"r u
"'"' °^ this Roy,. ,

the/^./^S^f^^-^h-^va.abal,gi,e„^ k
"ed couples condefcended ' ^'"^ ""'' '^ "f'^"""^-

feflce. In order the bmt^rr 7'' '''«'• J'^-
'

•
--' '° ^^^m the df%n of

the
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OF LEWIS XV.

the entertainment, all perfons were admitted in

mafks. Lewis XV. and all his Court came there in

drefles as fingular as they were elegant. He faw

with agreeable furprize fuch a number of beauties

aflembled. Thefe were none of thofe painted faces,

of thofe made-\ip charms fupported by art, fuch as

he had been ufed to fee in his palace. It was na-

ture herfelf, which feemed to have chofen this day to

difplay before his eyes the moft perfedt of her works,

Inchantcd with fo brilliant a profpcdt, the Mo-
narch's looks wandered over every objedl that com-

pofed It, without determining, when a fair young

woman, with a fine fhape, and extremely graceful,

fixed him at once. She was dreffed in a riding ha-

bit, her quiver and bow hung over her ihoulders ;

her hair flowing in ringlets was adorned with jewels;

and a charming bofom, half expofed, contributed to

inflame defire : Beautiful httntrefsy faid his Majefl:y,

happy are they who are pierced with your darts j the

wounds they infli^' are furely mortal

!

—Then would

have been the time to have lanced one of them,

to pierce the heart of the King ; but whether (he

knew not who fpoke to her—or whether Ihe herfelf,

otherwife engaged, was not flattered with the con-

quefl:—or whetlier, which is more probable, Ihe loft

herfelf, from being too mi^ch puflTed up with vanity-

it is certain that (he was fo much wanting to her-

felf, as to haftenr away without giving any anfwer,

to mix and be undiftinguifhed- in the crowd of

hiafks} fo that- it never was known who this beau-

ty was. An"Engli(h country dance, much in fafliion

at that time, performed by a fcore of young girls,

y/ito('^ lively frelHhc^ made them fimilar to the

1; Qjl. celcflial
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1745. cclcftial Houris, inftantly effaced the imprcfllon

• made by the modern Diana. The King grew in-r

flamed with defire. In the uncertainty of fixing

his choice, and malked as they were, his embar-

I if rafiTment could not be removed 'till one of them

ihould unmade. His heart, the void of which only

required to be filled, would have eagerly received

the image of the firft who fhould have done this.

Having waited in vain, he went to one of the ex-

' tremities of the faloon, where the women of a

middling ftation were placed upon fcveral eminen-

ces, difpofed in the form, of an amphitheatre. Their

drefs was not in any point inferior to that of the

women of high rank, and their countenance more-

over indicated a freedom of mirth, which is the

criterion of that bappinefs more cafily met with

in a flate of mediocrity. Such were the reflec-

tions which fuggefled themfelves to the mind of

his Majefly, while he was looking at them and

envying thpir Iqt. He was foon rouzed from

?hem by a maik coming up to teaze him: this

was the charming Madame d*Etioles. Born among
^he lowefl clafs of people, fhe was the daughter-

of a man named PoifTon, a dirty, low, coarfe fellow,

but who was neverthelefs poffefTed of a certain kin4

I I
of wit } he was particularly bitter, and in his frank?

,

nefs did not even fpare himfelf. He was butcher of

fhe hofpital, called Les Invalidesx and had got romc

money in that poft. His wife was one of the mofl

ihamelefs v/omen that ever exifled, without any kind

of reftraint or modefty. After having made a traffic

: pf her own charms, Ihe had reckoned upon thofc of

. Ji^j- daughter, and by dint oftelling her, that (he was 4

\ :: . morfel

:f
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morkX fitfor a King^ had infpired her with the defire of

becoming the miftrefs of the Monarch. This defire

had increafed to fuch a degree, that (he had neglefted

no opportunity of gratifying it. She had been par-

ticularly attentive to this, fince the death of the

Dutchefs of Chateau-roux i fhe took care tofhpw her-

felf at the hunting-parties of Lewis XV.—fhe fought

every opportunity to attraft his notice—Ihe tried

every manner of placing herfelf fo as to draw his

eyes upon her, and did not fail to improve the op-

portunity of the ball. After having excited, by

various allurements, and by her witty difcourfe, the

curiofity of his Majefty, (he yielded to his impor-

tunities, and unmafked s but at the fame time, by a

refinement of coquetry, (he mixed immediately with

the crowd, takin,r; care, however, not to be entirely

out of fight. She had then a handkerchief in her

hand, and, whether on purpofe or by accident, (he

Jet it fall, Lewis XV. took it up with eagernefs, and,

not being able to reach the place where (he was,

threw it after her, in as polite a manner as pofllblc.

It was the fignal of the triumph of Madame d'Etioles.

A confufed murmur was infl:antly fpread over the

room, with thefe words : the handkerchief is thrown!

^nd her rivals were alj funk into defpair. The King,

who had recoUefled in this beautiful woman, the

fame whom he had feveral times already viewed

with emotion in his hunting-parties, grew the more

fond of her. Two of the fubaltern attendants, M.
Binet, one of the firft Valets-de-Chamhre of his Ma-
jefty, a coufin of Madame d*Etioles, and M. Bridge,

pne of his grooms, a friend (o that Lady, dextroudy

1745-
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1745. nouriflied this pafTion *. The feducing power of

her wit, had completed her triumph over her Royal

lover : his love was increafed to that pitch, that he

required only folitude and a confidante. The Dul^e

of Richelieu continued (till to enjoy an increafc of

his mafter's confidence in thefe matters—he had al-

ways been near him, had obferved every circum-

ftance, and was already acquainted with every ne-

ccflary particular j when the King hav- ig opened

his heart to him, he took upon himfclf to contrive

the fpeedieft methods ofrelieving his pain. Madame
d'EtioJe's rank did not intitle her to make terms, as

the women of quality who had gone before her ; in

order to fticceed, fhe was obliged to conform herfelf

to every will of the Monarch ; but Ihe did it, how*

ever, with a degree of refcrve, calculated to main-

tain and increafe her power. Befides, her wit and

her talents furnifh-ed her with refources to fill up the

\'»cancyofapaiRontoofoon fatiated j fhefoonfubdued

the mind of the King, by the wonderful art of keep-

ing- him conftantly amufed, and loon led him on to

the end fhe had in view, which was, to have herfelf

declared his abfolute and acknowledged miftrefs. It

• was refplved, that fhe ^ould accompany her lugufl

lover in the campaign which he was preparing again

to make ; but this fhe did in a kind of incognito.

Madame Pbiffon was very ill at the time of her

daughter's interview with the King. This news pro-

longed her exiftencej and when fhe was- certain of

** See the Letitrs of ti» Mdrchi^tfi ef P^mpudHupi firbm- 1746 f
1763; not that we look upon them as authentic by any meaa»;

but atleaft,they are founded on fads and anecdotes known among
perfons who lived at that time.
^ ' •.;,::..:.

_ .. •
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riic happinefs of Madame d'Etioles, in being the de- i74<

dared favourite -, (he faid, ihe had nothing elfe to

wifli for, and expired. With regard to the Lady's

hufband, he was too deeply fmitten with a charming

wife, to whom he had been married but a fliort time,

not to be extremely affefted with her forfaking of

him : the hopes of favour could not extinguifti his

love, and he found no one capable of indemnifying

him for the lofs of an objeft fo dear. Incenfed, fu-

rious, and defperate, he had recourfe to tears, re-

proaches, and imprecations. His unfaithful wife

having reafon to fear, that in the height of his frenzy

her huA^and would be guilty of fome extravagance^

he was the firft perfon agaii.ft whom Ihe exercifed

her power, by caufing him to be banilhed. This

extreme a6l of cruelty brought a ferious illnefs upon

him, which nearly deftroycd him ; but which, in the

end, produced the happy effeft of opening hi$

eyes, and he recovered at once his health and peace

of mind. Such were the intrigues and events in the

interior part of the palace of Verfailles during the

winter, while the fyftem of politics was preparing

others without.

One particular f^<5t happened, which, though of

little importance in itfelf, and at firft fight, deferves,

however, to be c amined and difcufled, on account

of the confequen "s which fuch an example might,

have produced, ormay hereafter draw after it. M. dc

Jonfac, a Major General, who commanded at Lauter-

bourg when. Prince Charles crofled the Rhine, and

who had not- kept uhat important po(t above an hour

upon that occafion, had been tried by a Court-

martial; it had been determined, that he might'

have maintained himfelf longer in it; that he made a

^Ugracefql capitulation; and confequently he was

degrade^
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1745. degraded with every ftriking mark of difhonour.
"""" " He folicited, employed his family and his proteftors

to intercede ; and before the opening of the cam-

,
paign, was reinftated. The equity, and ftill more
the goodnefs and moderation of the King, were ex-

tolled. "Without examining into the proceedings of

the Court-martial, we cannot but think, that in both

jnftances the conduft was blameable. For if M. de

Jonfac were really innocent—if he had behaved with

that bravery, loyalty, and (kill, which his poft re-

quired—there was not enough done for him j he

ihould have been cleared, as he had been condemned,

by his peers ; and the ignominy which his judges had

endeavoured to caft upon him, fhould have been re-

taliated upon them. If, on the contrary, he were

really guilty, the aft of feverity which condemned

him fhould have remained; a feveritywhich is but too

feldom exercifed, apd which becomes more and more

pcceflary^ in a nation always difpofed to relax it's dif-

(:ipline, and to take compaffion of the unfortunate,

even of thofe who betray it, and whofe condemnation

it was before demanding with clamour and anir

mofity. ,

.

.

-
/ * •-

- It is the cuftom of the French Government, in

conformity with the mild manners of the people, to

content itfelf with a flight difgrace, upon occafions

when other States would put their General OiHcers in

irons, or have them beheaded. But this flight dif-

grace—that is to fay, exile, and confequently a priva-

tion of part of liberty— it is not in the power of the

Prince to inflift, before the perfon, on whom the pu-

nifliment falls, has been legally condemned ; and when

once this judgment is pafled, if it be in the power of

(he Sovereign to pardon, he can never exert this pri-

\ •* •.•' i .:^,:'.-,;;' Vil(^9
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vilege to the prejudice of the interefts of the klng^ 1745-

dom, by trufting it's fate a fecpnd time to a Com-

mander convifted of being a traitor—of being ufelefs

or negligent. . :
' .- - ^ ;

• ?!• v t-'? • :

Voltaire preterids, it is inconfiftent with equity,

that the honour and life of a Commander Ihould de-

pend upon a failure of fuccefs. Undoubtedly wc

do not mean to controvert this opinion. He adds,

that it is an ad of cruelty, to punifh a man who
has done to the beft of his abilities. This may be

admitted, if, declaring himfclf unfit for the honour

intended him, he has declined it, and has at length

yielded only to repeated and prefling orders, or to a

blind zeal, excited by the love ofhis country : a cir-

cumftance, which may happen in foreign countries,

but fcarce ever in France. There, it is well known,

that all things are carried by contrivance, intrigue,

and cabals; and that theperfonwho fucceeds, and

obtains the appointment, is he who, by dint of re-

peating his qualifications, and having them pro-

claimed by his friends, has perfuaded Adminiftration

that he is moft worthy of it •, not he, who is efteemed

fo by the people. In France, therefore, more than in

any other kingdom, it is particularly neceffary to

inflift an exemplary punifhnient upon rafli men of

this kind, in order to intimidate others, who, with

as little capacity, Ihould have the boldnefs to afpire

to fuch employments through the means of favour.

There are two things moft eflcntially neceffary to

carry on war, men and money. It began already to

be perceived in France, that the kingdom was de-

ficient in both thefe articles. It is admitted as a

fa6t, that an cafy method of procuring them was pro-

pofcd in Council, which was, to allow a free exerclfc

..y

of

K '!
I



THE PRIVATE LIFE
o(tht Proteftant religion throughout the nation, d^

at leaft partly to annul the revocation of the edift

of Nantz. A propofal of this nature, opened iit

ftich a place, is the firft inftance in which we cart

evidently obferve the influence of philofophy tipon

all the orders of the State, and upon matters, in

which hitherto it had never interfered. Montefquieu,

in his Lettres PerfanneSj is the firft perfon who hath

laid the foundation of this revolution. By philofo-

phy, we mean that boldnefs which puts us above alt

prejudice in dogmatic matters, in order to attend to

and follow reafon alon», as in the exercife ofthe moral

virtues, humanity Ihould always be the firft motive

of our aftions. Thefe two tutelary deities of man-
kind, were in this point equally in concert with

politics.

However extenfive and populous France may be^^

the great loffes ftie had fuffered in a war of three

years and a half, had deftroyed a confiderable num-
ber of her men. The new recruits had not been

raifed without great difficulties, fince, in default of

fingle men, they were obliged to take married people,'

even fuch as had been married for fortie years. Thcf

fbldiers, who had been furnilhed by the feveral pro-

vinccsj were, for the moft part, below the ufual ftan-

dardi were too young, andfo feeble, that many ofthem

died before they had joined the corps or garrifons

for which they were deftined. The old regiments

were melted down ; and retained nothing but their

name. There were fcarce one hundred men in each

of them, who had feen any thing of aftion, or who^

were capable of training the new-comer* in the hand-

ling of their arms, in difcipline and military labours,-

and to infpire thiem with wha£ is called the fpirit oi

the
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the corps. To all appearances, the war would be 1745.

long and bloody : the new troops could not be de-
'

pended upon 'till after they had paffed three years in

fome of the garrifons. It was necefTary, in the mean

rime, to complete the feveral corps, and to replace

thofe that were draughted every year from the gar-

rifons, for the fervice of the field. The number of

peafants, among whom the recruits were raifcd, was

decreafed in the villages i the impoffibility of paying

the taxes, and poverty, had forced multitudesofthem,

for feveral years paft, to quit their cottages, and the

cultivation of their lands, and even to fly their coun-

try ; a circumftance which had neceffarily occafioned

a diminution in the King's revenues. It was an

cffential point to remedy thefe evils as foon as poffible,

and the readieft w?// to do this, was furely to endea-

vour to procure n" ' nhabitants, which might be-

come a refource fo» li State, either by furnifhing

men, or by contributing to the expences : it was na-

tural to prefer thofe perfons, who by their birth or

origin were attached to the nation itfclf, and who
bore in their hearts that love of their ovy'n country,

which feems to be born with all men, or that fecret

inclination which children ufually have for the land

of their fathers. The Proteftants in general were in>

poflbflion of all thefe qualities : befides, their refidencc

in foreign countries had rendered them more in-

duftrious, more fkillful in trade, more opulent, and

even more tradable, fo that they were confequently;

very fit to make a kingdom flourifh. It was alfo a

piece ofjuftice to repair the misfortunes of which

they had been the vidims, by giving them the li-

berty of returning into France. The double benefit

would have been effected, of procuring fubjeifts to

2 the
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the King, and of drawing them from the foreigiV

Powers which had enriched themfclves with themy

cfpecially England and Holland^ at that time our

enennies. ,
•

Other motives pleaded in favour of the edift pro-

pofed. Even with regard to thofe refugees wha
would not have returned, it was an advantage to ex-

tinguish, or at leaft to diminifh, their hatred for a-

barbarous mother, who had treated them fo cruelly,

in cafe of any invafion concerted by us, either in

Great Britain for the Pretender's fake, or in the

United Provinces. In a word^ it would have been

a prudent ftep to conciliate the minds of thofe, wha
having remained, or being concealed in France, were

\ wifhing the deftrufbion of their country j and who,

, at all times amounting to feveral millions, being en-

couraged underhand by our enemies, might excite

ieditions, revolts, and perhaps a civil war.

Thefe powerful confiderations could not prevail

againft the fears of the Clergy, whofe fanaticifm ap-

peared then more dangerous and more formidable,

Jt was neceffary that ftrch a project fhould be pro-

pofed feveral times before it could be adopted, and

it was a great ftep gained to have ventured to intro-

duce it. The fubjeft was afterwards refumcd in the

war of the year 1750, and during the prefent war we
have feen the fcheme upon the point of being car-

ried into execution ; but this fortunate day is ftill

remote*. , r

* In a preceding note, we have ieen, that the l^arliament them-'

(elves folicited a legal ellablifliment for the Proteftants in France ;

but it has been fignified to theA, to abftain from thb till further

orders.
,

7> :<h'. ' .'^ /: -i.rT A lingular!>•;•
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A fingular adventure happened at this period,

ivhich, though perhaps meerly the effedl of impru-

dence on one part, and of boldncfs on the other^

furnifhcd ample matter for the fpeculations of poli-

ticians, always inclined to difcover foms myftery in

every thing. This was the furprizing and the car-

rying off of Marfiial Belleifle and his brother.

"When the French troops were got into their quar-

ters, inftead of returning to Paris, they fet off with

a numerous retinue. The Marlhal was faid to he

charged with fome negotiations with the northern

Powers, relative to the league of Francfort. They
firft went to the Emperor; and croTing the country

from thence to go to Berlin, as they were pafiing

over a fmall territoryj dependent upon the ele(5lorate:

of Hanover, near Elbingerode, they were taken and

conducted to England, where they were detained till

the month of Auguft 1745. What was the objedt

upon which they were fent ? Were they lawfully

made prifoners ? Vv^hy were they not claimed in as

ftrong a manner as they ought to have been ? Was
this a contrivance for fome fecret purpofe ? Thefe

were the queftions which were agitated at that time^

and the difcuflion of which cannot but be inftrudtive

and interefting.

It was faid at the time, that Marfhal Belleifle was

going to concert with the King of Pruffia the ope-

rations of the enfuing campaign j—that he had been

pitched upon in preference for this purpofe, bccaufe

the war which was carrying on, being in fome fort

prompted by him, he confidered himfclf as bound in

honour to bring France through it with glory ; and

becaufe, as we have before feen, he was well knownf

to and much ellecmed by the Monarch, whofe dif-

VoL. II.
'

'
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1745. content it was neceflary to foftcn, and te prevent his
'

anxiety. He complained^ indeed, that two faults

had been committed j the firft, in having fufFered

Prince Charles quietly to repafs the Rhine ; and the

fecond, not to have purfued him, at leaft, on his

march towards Prague, and thus have placed him

between two fires j this might have efFeded the

deftrudion of the Auftrian army, or would have

enabled his troops, far from being obliged to retreat,

to preferve his conquefts, and to undertake new ones.

It was well known that the King of Pruflia, though

>
' exa(5t in the obfervance of his treaties, eafily availed

himfelf of the firft motive for breaking them, when
they did not turn out to his advantage ; and it was

.
,

already feared, that he might be difl^atisfied with the

laft treaty he had entered irito. His precipitate de-

parture from Berlin for his army—which capital he

had juft quitted, precifcly at the time when Marfhal

Belleifle was coming to it, and when this was pub-

licly talked of—gave reafon to think, that he wilhed

to avoid entering into any kind of conference, and

tedoubled the fufpicions of his dcfeftion.

However this may be, the French Minifter was

ftopiped for want of pafTports, and under pretence

of the war declared by the King his mafter againft

the King of England, in whofe ekftorate he was.

But the King of Pruflia has in all thefe countries, to

r keep up the communication between his dominions,

poft-offices, which, by 3 convention fettled among
the Princes of Germany, are always confidered as

neutral and inviolable. Marfhal Belleifle Was, mote-
over, a Prince of the empire j he was fent to the

Ernperor, and to the King of Pruflia. This aft was,

therefore, a violation of the right of nations, of the

*'S*^it>;^ V*^ prerogatives
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pferogatlves of Ambafladors, and of the conftitution

6f Germany. In other times, the Eleftor of Hano-

ver would have been called to the ban of the Empire,

for this infult againft it's* Chief, in the perfjn of a

negotiator fent to his Imperial Majtfty, with whom
King George was not at v^q.v. Neither was he at

war with the King of Prudia, who did not feem

properly to refent this affront, which fell partly upon

him. Charles VII. could not punifh an indirect

outrage, when he had fo many perfonal ones to re-

fent, againft which he had no refource left but to

complain. In a Word, France did not exert herfelf

upon this occafion, as the importance of the griev-

ance required. She went To hv as to offer to con-

fider the Marfhal as a prifoner of war, and to pay

his, as v;ell as his brother's ranfoin. According to

the cartel fettled at Francfort, between the two

crowns, on the i8th of June 1743, the ranfom of a

Marlhal of France was 50,000 livres *. The Minifter*
'

of his Britannic Majeily eluded the earneft folici-

tations of France, by it frefli outrage. He declared,

that he confidcred Meffrs. de Belleifle asprifoners of

ftate, an exprefllon by which he meant to difguife

their real charafter of fpies I The reproach was not

without foundation : firft, it feemed repugrtant tO"

good fenfe, that the negotiators, 'in order to repair

to the eledorate of Brandenburg, fhould have

chofen to go by the eleftorate of Hanover, rather

than by the ufual way, or that, in this cafe, they

ihould have negle<5ted providing themfelves with

paflfports : this implied a defign of concealing their

march. It was fufpe6ted, that their objeft was ta,

'AU in* if. • Upwards of two thoufand pounds. -^ --fii-mr^'h^d

•?o'«n^^' - -i- R 2 examine-
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examine, whether it were polTible to make the French

army, pofted about Mentz and Cologn, penetrate

into this eleftorate, by conducing them over moun-

tains, difficult of accefs indeed, but not infurmount-

able. There was the greater reafon for this fuf-

picion, becaufe thefe mountains, looked upon by the

natives as a fufficient defence, were neither guarded

nor fortified j and that the Marflial afFefted to pafs

by them with all his train, among whom, it was

aflferted, there were feveral intelligent officers,

very capable of drawing a plan of the country.

The conveyance of the prifoners to London ; the

good treatment they received there ; and their long

refideng?, furnifhed matter for another conjedure, of

a more indirect nature ; this was, that the v/hole

was a matter of mere contrivance, in order that the

King of England, by a fimple and natural method,

might have an agent by him capable of entering in-

to a negotiation, either for a general or particular

peace. . ;

Admitting this defign, however abfurd, of fecret

conferences, they were foon to become ufelcfs, or

change their obje6l, by the death of the Emperor

;

which gave a new turn to the politics of the feveral

cabinets. This Prince, whofe misfortunes had onlv

begun with his elevation, having re-entered the

capital of his eledorate, in momentary apprehenfion

of being driven out of it again, the perpetual fport of

fortune, died there, the viftim of his afflictions and

difordefs, at the age of 47 years. He had the gout

and the gravel : his lungs, liver, and ftomach, were

in a (late of mortification j Hones were found in his

kidnies, and a polypus in his heart. It was imagined,

that for a long time pail he had not pafTed one mo-

ment

r
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over moun-

ment without fuffering France, in prefenting him 174|.
with the Imperial crown, had prefented him with all

thefe evils. His greatnefs had been merely a the-

atrical reprefentation, and the laft honours rendered

to his remains were ftill a farce.
'"'' ''*"

* •''^*'-'

^' The body of this unfortunate Prince, fays Voltaire^

was expofed, cloathed after the antient Spanilh

fafhion, according to the etiquette eftablifhed by
Charles V. though, fince his time, no Emperor had

been a Spaniard, and though Charles VII. had no

kind of connexion with that nation. He was buried

with all the Imperial ceremonies; and with that pomp
of human vanity and mifery, the giobe of the world

was carried before him, who, during the fhort courfe

of his empire, had not even poffeffed one fmall and

barren province : even the title of Invincible was

given him in the refcripts which proceeded from the

young Elector, his fon ; a title annexed, by cuftom,

to the dignity of Emperor: which only ferved more

efFeftually to fhew the infignificance of him who
had poflefled it, and, confequently, to render him

more ridiculous. "' " ' ^-..v .v:::^'^-"v>

* Charles VII. when he died, carried with him into

his grave the fruit of the negotiations and efforts

which France had been making in his favour for

four years paft. All this was the more effeftually

loft, as the French could not flatter themfelves, to ^

obtain the empire for his fon, who was but feventeen

years old. His conduft, however, fhewed him more

worthy of it than his father. Without fuffering him-

felf to be dazzled by the illufions of grandeur^ fo

reducing for a young Prince, he prudently thought of

preferving his eleftorate, and of reftoring peace to

\\k fuhjefls. He conceived himfelf to be exempt

Si
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from gratitude towards a bencfadrefs who had never

done hi.Tj any thing but mifchicf ; and, without ex-

.. amiiiing, whether the fcntimcnts of affe(ft:ion which

* France had Ibewn for his houic, were very fincere,

he thought, that the firft duty incumbent upon him

was, to remove from his electorate the peftilence of

war, and to exert himfelf for the happinefs of his

people. It has been faid, that Count SeckendortF,

who commanded his army, had fuggefted to him the

intention of joining the Houfe of Auftria ; that this

General, of a rapacious turn, who had taken the gold

plate of his mafter in pledge, after having received

immenfc fums from France, had brought in an ac-

count for more, and was diflatisfied, that, in the

prefent exhaufted Itate of the kingdom, they fhould

be denied him. But, if the young Elector had not

been adluated by internal fentiments of moderation,

he would have rejcded his fuggeftions, and would

have fufFered himfelf to be feduced by thofe of

France, and by her dazzling propofals. She ftill

continued to pay the Bavarian troops ;— fiie had fent

him fix thoufand Heflians, three thoufand Palatines,

and iier German regiments, which fhe alfo paid. It

is true, that thefe fuccours did not prevent the new
Ele(5lorfrom receiving, at his acceflion to the throne,

that humiliation which his father had fo often ex-

perienced ; he was obliged to leave his capital. This

had been forefeen by Seckendorff, who, on the 24tli

of March, wrote to Marfhal Torring, a Bavarian

General, thefe words.

" The good fuccefs which it is expefbed we fliall

** have on the Rhine, will not favc Bavaria; and

.'f this country is predefined to be totally ruined,

3-
^

" '^
. y ** if
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*f if fome method be not found out to fave it by any 1745-

" kind of accommodation whatever."
""^

M. de Chavigny, Plenipotentiary of Lewis XV.

in Bavaria, notwithftanding all his forefight, his

ability, and his fagacity, could not ward off this ftroke.

It is to be fuppofed, that before the fignature of the

oftenfible treaty of Fucffen, between the Eledor and

the Queen of Hungary, dated the 2 2d day of April,

there were already fome preliminary conventions

made on the 15th, by virtue of which the Elector

ordered his troops, which defended the entrance in-

to his dominions, to fall back upon Munich. There

is one circumftancc in this manoeuvre that amounts

nearly to treachery j which is, that the troops did

this without giving notice to M. de Scgur, who com-

manded the French at Pfaffenhoven. He had no

more than 5,000 men j and was attacked by 1 5,000

Auftrians, undtr the command of Count Bathiani.

He defended himfelf with bravery, fought in retreat-

ing for three days, taking care always to poffefs

•himfelf of the heights, killing feveral of the

enemy, and arriving at laft, with little lofs, at Dona-

wert. The Marquis of Rupelmonde, at once aa

excellent foidier, an enlightened philofopher, and

an amiable man, periflied in this unequal and

long-continued adtion. He had only his Aide-de-

camp near him, when he received the muiket-lhot

which made him fall. Leave me to die, faid he, and

make bajle to give notice to M. de Se^ur, that he may-

take care of the rear-guard' The Marqais of Cruf- ,

fol, who fucceeded him, and the Chevalier de la^

Marck, conducted themfelves with fo much intre-

pidity and prudence, that they merited the praifes

qf their enemies, and rewards from the King.

R 4 During:
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1745. During this time, the young Eleftor was in Augf-

bourg. He Tent notice to his Majefty of his treaty,

by which he renounced his prctcnfions to the Em-
pire, to the Houfe of Auftria, bound himfclf to ob-

ferve an abfolute neutrality, and to oblige the fo-

reign troops to quit his dominions. The Queen, on

her part, promifed to withdraw her troops from Bava-

ria, and gave up the indemnities Ihe had required for

the expcnces of the war.

This ftep, which was, undoubtedly, the beft theElcc-

tor could take in his precarious fituation, would not

perhaps have been difapproved of, even by Lewis XV.
if the Elcclor had placed more confidence in his

Majefty, and had communicated his refolution to

him. The King found himfelf freed by this fronfi

an ally too feeble not to be burthenfome to hinn,

"whom he could not have continued to fupport with-

out an immenfe expence, nor abandon without dif-

honour. Bcfides, there were in the treaty fome fecret

articles, very likely to difpleafe France. The Prince

promifed his vote to the Grand Duke at the firft

Diet of eleflion, and afted thus diredly contrary to

the politics of that Government, which had laviflied

fo much blood and treafure in the caufe. In a word,

to complete his ingratitude, he engaged to furnifh

troops to the Queen of Hungary, and to receive, as

the other Princes, money from the Englifh. Thus,

at the end of two years, by an incredible revolution,

the fon was taking arms againd the Monarch who
had given the Imperial crown to his father. AH
this might, ftill admit of an excufe from the law of

neceflity, which often makes petty Princes unfaith-

ful witii the beft difpofition, inafmuch as they never

aft voluntarily.

' It
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It fliould feem, that a war undtrtaken to place

and maintain Charles VII. upon the throne of the

Caefars, ought to have termhiated with his death,

and efpecially after his fon had renounced this dig-

nity. But, in default of this Prince, the French had

call their eye upon the King of Poland, Elcftor of

Saxony -, and the principles of that Crown were fo

much inverted, that they offered the Imperial fcep-

tre to a Monarch, enriched with the fpoils of the

father-in-law of Lewis XV: a Monarch whom t'>ey

had long confidered as an ufurper, whofe defection

they had fince experienced in the prefent war, and

who had juft been forming an alliance with thtir

enemy. In fafl, there had been concluded at Dref-

den, on the eighth of January, a treaty of defenfive

alliance, between the Queen of Hungary, the Kings

of Poland and England, and the Republic of Hol-

land, by which thefe Powers reciprocally guaran-

teed their dominions to each other, ftipulating the

troops which the King of Poland fliould furnifti to

the Queen of Hungary, and the fubfidies which the

other contrafting parties fliould give to this Prince

as an indemnity for his expences. The French en-

deavoured to feduce this Monarch, not only by the

eclat of this dignity, but alfo by the right v i;>:h it

would give him to devolve upon his Houfe part of

the inheritance of Aufliria, which he had at firfl: con-

tefl-ed for fword in hand. The fecret ?kti of thefe

infinuations was, by detaching him from his new al-

liance, to give greater weight to the King of Pruflla,

and to force the Queen of Hungary into a peace.

The Saxon Minifter difcovered the fnare, and pre-

vented his mailer from giving in to it j—he per-

fuaded him, thai it would be difficult for him to

preferve

249
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^745' preferve the crown of Poland, and to accept that of

the Empire at the fame time, inafmuch as that Re-

public would be apprehenfive of having too powerful

a Chief; as moft of it's Nobles were inclined for the

Houfe of Auftria -, and as, in that cafe, he would

rifque the lofs of a throne he was in pofleffion of, in

hopes of another which he was not certain of obtain-

ing, againft the Grand Duke of Tufcany. He fub-

.minted, moreover, to his confideration, the burden

of fuch a dignity, in the example of the Ele(^or of

Bavaria ; a burden under which a Prince, who is

not very powerftil in himfelf, mufl neceflarily fall

:

. fo that his new grandeur, not being founded on his

own ftrength, would only become a fource of difguft,

affliftion, and humiliation.

The King of Poland had little fhare of ambition j

he weighed all thefe confiderations coolly, and rejedi-

ted the propofals of France. Far from pretending

to the Empire, he formed a ftri(5ler union with the

Queen of Hungary, and refolved that his fufFrage

fhould concur in placing the Imperial crown on the

head of her hufband. His was the fourth vote this

Princefs had fecured, for Ihe had juft obtained that

of the Eledbor of Mentz, who had made his peace.

Marfhal Maillebois, to make the latter feel the King's

dilfatisfadion, had feized upon the fort of Konig-

itein, in his electorate.

This revenge was ufelefsj and France was foon to

lofe an ally, who would turn the fcale, and preclude

all hope of preventing the Empire from being again

fubjeft to the Houfe of Auftria. This ally could

be no other than the King of Pruflia, who had chan-

ged fides in this \yar as often as hi§ intereft required

.., * a it.
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1745-it. After having gained two battles againft Che

Auftrians *, of whom he was always the terror, per-
"""^

ceiving that no advantage was to be gained by them,

he had wiflied to avail himfelf of the circumftance,

and get fome indemnity on the fide of the King of

Poland, Elcdor of Saxony, by feizing fome of the

poffeflions of this enemy, who being more feeble,

was confequently to be facrificcd. He had publilhed

a manifcfto againft him, and had fent an army, under Auguft.

the command of the Prince of Anhalt-DefTau, into

Saxony. Not being willing to go far from Prince

Charles, who was a rival worthy of him, he had con-

tented himielfwith fending one of his officers againft

the King of Poland; who, after having feen his troops

beaten at KelTelsdorf, had quitted Drefden, and had

retired to Prague, with part of the Royal Family, sg Dec,

The expulfion of Sovereigns from their dominions,

was then a very frequent inqident. The winter was

coming on, and the King of Pruffia, having nothing

more to fear from Prince Charles, thought his pre-

fence would be neceflary at Drefden. His Majefty

entered the city at the fame time that the Elector

forfook it, and gathered confiderable contributions

from thence. It was there, that upon information

of the Czarina's having declared in favour of the

fugitive King, he thought it proper to fecure the

benefit of his late victories, by two treaties con-

cluded fome days after upon the fpot. By the firft,

the King of Poland ceded to the King of Pruffia

every thing that was in conteft between them, and
; .. . I ^ . i » - ,v , .'i

• The battle of Friedberg, againft Prince Charles of Lor
raine, on the 4th of June 1745 ; and, ^n Bohemia, that of Prad-

pltz, on the ^oth of September.

bound
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1745. bound himfelf to pay, at the enfuing fair of Leipfic,
""^"""^

to the King a million of German crowns. By the

fecond treaty, the Queen of Hungary renewed and

confirmed the ceflion of Silefia and the County of

Glatz to that Monarch : and on his part, he gua-

ranteed to this Princefs all her dominions in Ger-

many, and gave her his Eleftoral vote for the elec-

tion of the Grand Duke in the quality of Emperor.

The Eleftor Palatine and the Landgrave of Heffe

were included in this accommodation, and the King

of England, who was the author of it, made himfelf

guarantee for the execution. >' "
'

Jn order to underftand the laft article of this

treaty, it is neceffary to know that the Grand

Duke of Tufcany hadjuft been elected King of the

Romans, by the Eledor of Mentz, and by the

Antibaffadors of the Elcdtors of Treves, of Cologne,

of Bohemia, of Bavaria, of Saxony, and of Hano-
ver, and afterwards Emperor, by the name of

Francis I. notwithftanding the protefts of the

King of Pruflia, and of the Eleftor Palatine, agairift

the readmiflioa of the Eledoral vote of Bo-

hemia.

This event had been forefeen at Verfailles, and,

upon the refufal of the King of Poland, Eleflor of

Saxony, the love of peace with which Lewis XV,
was imprefled, would even then perhaps have in-

duced him to facrifice his ^'anity to this defirablc

and general good, by giving up his oppofition to

the election of the Grand Duke, if he had not

found too great a Ihare of obftinacy and refent-

ment in his enemies. England efpecially, which

had expended fuch enormpus fums in the Queen

13 Sept,
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of Hungary's caufe *, without any hopes of being

ever reimburled by that Princefs, endeavoured to

indemnify itfelf by it's navy. The Englilh flatter-

ed themfelves that they fhould for a long time crvih

that of France and Spain i that they Ihould thui

become the mafters of trade, and by this inex-

haufcible channel fhould bring back, with ufury, all

the riches they had lavifhed with fo much magni-

ficence, and which they ftill continued to lavifli, by

keeping in pay a number of Sovereigns, who were

really their fiipendiariesy under the more decent,

name of auxiliariesj and t\\tir Jlaves, under that of

their allies.
. ,, „\^ >

, France therefore had no choice left, but to cpn-

tinue in arms : it was refolved tc^ carry on a de-

fenfive war in Germany, and to proceed with the

ofFcnfive one in Flanders and Italy. The Prince

of Conti was charged with the war upon the Rhine,

which was of a very different nature from that he

,

had carried on in the Alps, and ftill more inconfill:--

.

cnt with the impetuofity of his youth and of his dif-

pofition. But it had been thought neceflary to fend

another General to Don Philip, who was a reflrainc

upon a Prince of the blood, too tenacious, and more-

over too fiery to agree with the phlegmatic turn and

haughtinefs of the Spaniard j this motive, at lead,

appears more probable than the jealoufy of the

King, between whom and this Prince there was not

however any better undcrftanding. He was com-
milFioned to keep die Auftrians in employment, and

by this diverfion to prevent them from falling, with

• It is afferted, that in the year 1744 the Englifli had fpent

eleven millir five hundred and forty thoufand pounds, and that

they expen;'.B«.' !nuch more the following yean. . /^

forces
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s 6 April.

forces too iupcrior upon the King of Pruflla. Maf-
flial Maillebois fucceeded the Prince of Conti i he

was thought to be the General the moft ikilled in

this kind of war> which he had praftifed in Cor-

fica. r

The king took upon hinr^felf to go in perfon to

Flanders, to complete the conquefts which had beeit

interrupted the year before j and, notwithffanding

the Dauphin's late marriage, he was obliged to keep

the promife he had made the fame year, of fufFer-

ing that Prince to accompany him.

The Minifter for the war department had takert

every precaution, that the prefence of his Majefty

fhould not be fruitlefs. Notwithftanding the lofles

France had experienced in men, he had rendered

the army in Flanders the moft flourifhing and moft

complete that had e^'er yet been feen there; it con-

ilfted of a hundred and fix battalions, and a hun-

dred and feventy-two fquadrons, having their full

complement of men, with feventeen free companies.

He had been obliged, in order to complete it, to

make the militia march j which he had formed in-

to feven regiments, under the title of Royal Gre-

nadiers, that were compofed of picked men from

amongft them. The valour of thefe troops, and the

fervices they did, juftified the idea of fuch aA cf-

tablilhment.

This army was commanded by Marfhal Saxe i

whofe talents had already been difplayed in a man-

ner to infpire the greateft confidence in him j but

he was then confumed by a languifhing difeafe, and

almoft dying. When he left Paris, being afked

how he Ihould be able to manage, in fuch a ftate

of debility, he anfwered ; tJ;^e bufmefs is not to live,'

hut

,..it'^^
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ht to fet out. He had loft nothing of his aftivity

and genius. After having kept the connbined arnnies

of the allies in fufpence, and deceived them by fe-

veral marches and counter-marches, he had laid

fiegc to Tournay. It was the ftrongeft of the bar-

rier towns, one of the chef-d*ceuvres of Vauban. As
foon as the States General learnt that this city was

in danger, notwithftanding their circumfpeftion,

they were the firft to take a firm refolution, and fent

word to their Generals, that they muft hazard an

aftion. Such was the difpofition of the enemy,

when the King and the Dauphin fet out. It was

an afFefting fight to fee this auguft father and his

only fon tear themfelves from the delights of their

palace. The alarm was general in Paris, at the

idea of two fuch precious lives being expofed. In

default of them, the fcepter fell into the hands of

the Duke of Orleans, who was then blended among
the monks of Saint - Genevieve, lifting up his

hands to Heaven, while they were fighting. He
was a faint, but it was a hero who was wanted. " *

The King arrived on the 7 th of May, at Douay,

and received, as he was going to bed, a courier from

the Marfiial, to inform him, that the army of the

enemy was advancing, and would foon be in fight

:

Gentlemen, faid he to his Aids-de-camp, and to his

Officers, there jhall be no time loji j / willfet out to^

morrow at 5 o'clock^ and you may let the Dauphin

The Prince, who had been apprifed of this, af-

tived the next day, almofl as foon as the King, at

the camp before Tournay : he accompanied his Ma-
jefly, when he went to reconnoitre the ground in-

.i^i-iiv-.k^ -,.^ ., ^^K;,w»^»r»,., .;, , tended

1745.
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1745. tended for the field of battle. All the army, ret-

ceiving them in their military drefsy Ihouted with

acclamations ofjoy. The foldiers had not yet feen

the Dauphin j he was already tall, of a fettled coun-

tenance, and capable of enduring the fatigues of

a campaign. His features were agreeable, his com-
plexion remarkably clear, and his eyes were full of

fire : there was a noble fimplicity in all his outward

deportment, which could not but make him agree-

able to the troops, whofe companion he came to be.

His prefence was fufficient to gain their affedion,

and, joined to that of the King, could not fail

of increafing their ardour j to be led on to aftion

. was their only defire. Lewis XV. on his part,,

never exhibited more chearfulnefs. On the eve of

the adbion, the converfation turned upon thofe en-

gagements at which the Sovereign was prefent in

perfon i his Majefty obferved, that, fince the battle

of Poitiers, no French Monarch had fought with

his fon, or gained a fignal victory againfl: the Eng-

lifli : he hoped he (hould be the firft.

On Tuefday the 1 1 th of May, very early in the

morning, Lewis XV. rofe the firft j he himfelf called!

up Count d'Argenfon, Minifter for the war de-

partment, at 4 o'clock : they foon learnt that the

enemy, encamped in the neighbourhood, were ad-

vancing in order of battle. At this intelligence,

the Monarch and the Dauphin crofTed the Scheld

at the bridge of Calonne, and appeared at the head

of the army near Fontenoi. When they had re-

connoitred the difpofitions of the Marfhal, he in-

treated them to repafs the river ; but they both rc-

, fufed to do it, and placed themfelves near enough
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to the firing, to fliare the danger of the aftion,

though with the degree of prudence which their

rank required. Lewis XV. ported himfelf beyond

Notre-Dame-aux-bois : the only guard he would

have was a fquadron of one hundred and twenty

men of the company of Charoft, one Gendarme,

one light horfeman, and one moufquctaire. Mar-
shal Noailles converfcd with him and Count d'Ar-

genfonj the Aids -de-camp were the fame as the

year before. The Duke of Villeroi was near his

perfon, as Captain of his Guards j the Dauphin

had his Menins * along with him.

The train of his Majefty and of the Dauphin, which

compofed a numerous company, was followed by a

crowd of perfons drawn thither in expectation of the

aftion, fome of whom even got up into trees to en-

joy the fight of a battle.

Though it be not in our plan to give particular

defcriptions of fuch events, yet the importance of

this one, which decided the fate of the war, and, by

paving the way for the conqueft of the Low Coun-

tries, indemnified France for all it's other loflTes,

obliges us to dwell longer upon it j neverthelefs,

we fhall do this, rather with an intent to colleft ajl

the different ftrokes it has furnifhed, of ficill, cou-

rage, magnanimity, prefence of mind, humanity, and

even mirth (for the French are merry in every

thing), than to talk as military men or politicians

about this a<5tion ; upon which the ocular wit-

nefles, and the moft experienced Generals, are not

agreed. About 5 o'clock, the armies were in fight.
-7^ . t •

.

• A title given to fome Gentlemen of the firft Nobility about

the perfon of the Dauphin, They are twelve in number.

^57
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The right of the Frehch extended towards the vil-

Jage of Aiitoin, their left towards the wood of Barri^

and their center was at Fontenoi. Thfe enemy
prcfcrited themfelves in three Corps : Count Koenig-

K ck, commanded thfe right wing j the Prince of Wal-
deck, the left j and the Duke of Cumberland occupied

the center. About fix o'clock they fired k canon^

which was as it were the fignal of adion. The ar-

tillery being equally well ferved on both fides, the

canonade continued long with fuccefs, or, to fpeak

more properly, with equal lofs. Every firing thin-

ned the ranks, and covered the earth with dead.

Marfhal Saxe, attended by his Aids-de-camp, and

accompanied by his General Officers, was then vi-

fiting all the pofls j he was expofed, as well as his

fuite, to a continual fire from the Dutch. He did

not conceal the danger from them : Geniltmen, faid

he, your life is necejfary to-day, ' - •
"•' '-''^ n;^5/:.v3u .

He thought, for fome time, that the enemy

would only make this feint, and obferved it to

Marfhal Noailles : he imputed a more (kilful ma-

noeuvre to them, than they really had : he thought,

they meant t6 keep the French army continually in

awe, and in alarm, that they mrght by this con-

trivance retard the taking of Tournai, and perhaps

render it impoffible. They were in faft pofted in

fuch a manner, that they could not be attacked with

advantage, and they might have harrafTed the army

of the befie^ers continually j this was the opinion

of the old General Kcenlgfeck; but the impetuous

courage of the Duke of Cumberland, and the con-

fidence of the Englifh, would not liften to any ad-

vice.
*^»' ' '*/ v^'^mi-'Unmt^i^r

After this bloody prelude, the allies at length

•' ^ , JL .:'• put
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pur themfelves jn motion, and advanced in the beft

order. They firlV feemed as if they intended to at-

tack the three oppofite corps at the fame timej

but turning round fuddenly upon themfelves, they

all fell upon the center together. The Oiock was

terrible, as it was expeded to be, and they met with

a vigorous repulfe. Notwithflanding this fury, the

a6tion had begun witli a great deal of civility and

coolneJCs. The officers had been ken to falute each

other, pulling off their hats. Lord Charles Hay, a

Captain of the Englifli Guards, advanced before tli^

ranks 5 and Count d'Auteroche, a Lieutenant of Gre-

nadiers in the regiment of French Guards, ftepped

forward to meet him : Gentlemen of the French

Guardsy fkid the Engliih Captain, fire. No, my Lord,

replied the other, we never fire firft.

The Duke of Cumberland feeing the little fuc-

cefs of this attack, changed his order of battle, and

from our center turned to our left. The firing of

the mufketry then began again, and was kept up
a long time in an almoft invariable order by the

f^nglilb, with a rolling fire, that is to fay, firing by

divifions, which followed each other without inter-

ruption. They advanced in a flow march, as if

they were going to exercife : the Majors were feen

refting their canes upon the foldiers firelocks to

make them fire low and ftraight. We v/ere lofing a

greAt number of men. It was here that a canon-

ihot killed the Duke of Grammont, too unfor-

tunately known in the affair of Dettingen, but who,

repairing his fault on this occafion, was regretted,

and deferved the honour of having the baton of

Marlhal placed upon his coffin. In the morning,

S 2 Marlhal
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1745. Marftial Noailles had faid to him: Nephew, we muji

~~~" embrace upon a day of battle j perhaps we Jhall fee

each other no more. The Duke of Grammont re-

ceived the ftroke of death with the greateft cool-

nefs. Take care of yourfelf, faid to him Count

Lowendahl, your horfe is killed : And fo am /, an-

fwered the Duke. -•' -
''

The French had imperceptibly loft ground, and

were at three hundred paces below Fontenoi. This

pofition, by accident, became fatal to the enemy,

who were at once expofed to the fire of the redoubts

of the wood of Barri, and to that of the artillery

of Fontenoi. The Duke of Cumberland then had

recourfe to that admirable manoeuvre, which will

ever rank him among the greateft commanders. He
caufed the rear lines of his army to face about,

which beii.g already confined in front by the nature

of the ground, formed by this means a long fquare,

one of the fides of which was to continue prefling

upon our left wing, the other was to furround the

redoubts of the wood of Barri, and the third to

keep it's ground againft the poft of Fontenoi. This

difpofition fucceeded to the General beyond his ex-

pedbations. It formed a thick column, alraoft im-

penetrable from it's folidity, and more fo from it's

courage. His troops could fire a greater number

of rounds, and every ftiot took efi^e(5t.

In the mean while, Marfhal Saxe, fometimes on
horfeback, fometimes on foot, fometimes on a lit-

ter, for he continued very ill, ftiewed himfclf where-

ever the danger was greateft. It was at this inftant

that Marftial Noailles, forgetting his own rank in

favour of a foreign General, younger than himfelf,

-,... . . „ facrificed
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facrificed the jealoufy of command to the good of

the State, and afted as his Aid-de-camp. The
Marfhal beheld the army exerting prodigies of

valour in every part, but which ferved only to iri-

creafe our lofles j for if the foldiers gave way for

a moment to the efforts of this formidable column,

they returned again to the charge, without ever

being difcpuraged, and always without fuccefs.

•There would be no end to it, if we were to relate

every thing great and heroic that paffed upon this

day. M. de Luttaux, the firft Lieutenant General

of the army, upon being informed of the danger

in which the center of. the army was, haftened

from Fontenoi, where he had jufl: been dangeroufly

wounded. His Aid-de-camp was intreating him,

firft to get his wound dreffcd : ^he King's firvice^

faid he, is dearer to me than my life ! He did not

leave the field, till after he had received two other

mortal wounds^ He preferved his prefence of mind

for the command to the end, and meeting in his

way fomc foldiers of the regiment of Guards, he

faid to them: My friends, go andjoin your companions^

who guard the bridge of Calonne.

This bridge became more arid more important,

for it began to be in agitation to make the King

retreat, and it was over it that his Majefty was

to pafs. His fuite were conjuring him^ to out

his own perfon, and that of the Dauphin, in fafety.

They were pofted at the beginning of the a6tion

upon a fmall eminence, upon which the enemy's

canon had a full bearing. One of the balls fell at

the feet of his fon : Monfmir le Dauphin, exclaimed

he, fend it back to the enemy y I will receive nothing

from them. At length, the mufketry took cffefb

t... S 3 upon
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i745« ^P°" ^^" ^P®*' ^"^ °^ Coant d'Argfenfon's do-

mcftics was ftrickcn on the forehead by a muflcet-

ball, a great way behind the King. All thefe circum-

ftances arc related in a manner as fprightly as it is

intereiling, i-n a letter from the Marquis d*Argcn(bn-

to M» Voltaire *. The letter of the Dauphin to the

Dauphinefs, upon the fame fubjedV, is no lefe curiouis^

from the chcarfolnefs, the fimplicity, and efpcciadiy

the modefky with which it is written. The Princt'

fpeaks only of the King, without faying a word of

himfelff. "
. " r

Lewis XV. obferved every thing with attention "o»

this fpot, from whence all the corps were equaHy

within his view J he made fome judicious rcmarksj.

gave orders in confequence, and altered fome difpo-

fitions, but always with that referve which he ftieWcd

in every thing, ahd after having taken- the GeAera^s

opinion. He fiud, th^t he came to this battle to in-

ftrudt himfelf, and to inftrud his fon. The fame de-

ference determined him to quit this poft, where he

was toa much expofed, and to draw nearer to Antoin..

It was there that theMarqiiis de Meufe came to in-

treat his Majefty, from Marflial Saxe, to rcpafs the

bridge, with aflurances, that he wotildexert himfelff,

to the utmoft of his abilities, to repair the confufion^

/ am perfeffjy convinced of thatt replied the Monarch,,

hut Iwilljiay where Fam, In the mean while, the

impetuous ardour of the Dauphin could not be re-

, ilrained; he wanted to advance at the head of. the

King's houfehold troops; and as he was running on>.

with his fword' in his hand, he cried out : Frenchmeny.

.• We refer to the Appendix for this letter, which Voltaire had
preferved among his papers, NT. ^ ^ > ;*- -

- t It will be infericd in the Appendix, N« II. . >a ;\

;^^ . let
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f

kt us march j where is then the honour of the nation ?

He was flopped, and was told that his life was too

precious, jih ! faid he, in the d^v oj' pji.(f!c, ft is tiot

my life, it is that of the General.
— » -

. The carnage ftill continued, the regiments ad-

vanced, one after the other, and were diftindly de-

ftroycd. One among the reft attra(5ted particularly

the attention of Marfhal Saxe. This hero feeing

whole ranks fall down, without the corps giving way,

inquir/sd what troop it was. He was informed that

it was the regiment des Vaijfeaux, commanded by

Count Guerchy, the only one of it's oifi^ers who had

,the gc^ fortune not to be killed <^t w.^unded * he

p^chimcd : This is admiraMe

!

The enemy, already reckoning upon the vi6lory,

ihouted with joy. Their Ihouts were hear'd as far

as Tournai. The foldiers, who, from the top of the

ramparts, were fpe6lators of the combat, were pre-

paring to complete the defeat of the befiegers : the

garrifon attempted a fallyj but fome militia and

troops, newly raifed, that were left to guard the

trenches, did their duty fo well, that they were re-

pulled with loft. '^^ v. .,,u^

4: At this critical moment it was refolvcd upon

to make a laft effort, and to fall upon the

Englilh by a triple attack againft their front

and their flanks. This movement was expeded

to change the face of affairs. The foldiers

fliewed as much readinefs as if they had not yet

. fought, ajid the charge began again. Never did two

rival armies, animated with the defire of revenge,

meet each other with greater fury. It was upon this

occafion that the King's houfehold troops, which had

not yet engaged, acquired much honour. According

i^:r\ ".. S 4 ,
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X745. to the method recommended by the Chevalier Fo-

lard, of keeping at a diltance from the enemy thofc

— troops whofc name they ftand moft in awe of, Marfhal-

Saxe had kept thefe, as well as the Carabineers, in re-

ferve. The example of thefe frefh troops, whofc

ardour had increafcd while they had remained irt-

aftive, re-animated the others, which had been dif-

couraged. All the regiments, both French and fo-

reign, cavalry and infantry, rufhed on with new im-

petiiofity. The column, ftill unmoveable, oppofed

the three attacks, and fupported them with intre-

pidity. It was battered by a terrible and continual

fire J while it's own was inceflfantly kept up. The
action on both fides became a dreadful butchery.

The Duke of Cumberland concealed his lofles, ours

were evident. The regiments of the Kingy of La
Coiironney and of Aubeterre, were feen to imnench

themfelves behind heaps of carcafes. The army of the

confederates improved theirformer fucceffesjby other

advantages. Our lines, crulhed rather than broken,

appeared difordered in feveral places. In the mean
while, feveral detachments, guided only by their

valour, ventured to precipitate themfelves againft

this invincible battalion : no effort was capable of

penetrating it. All thefe particular attacks were

carried on without any plan, and conftitute what are

called falfe charges, in which every exertion of

bravery is unavailing againft difcipline and order.

A retreat became now more neteffary than ever.

The perfons who were about the King thought the

battle loft J there were no more balls at Fontenoi,

nor at the redoubt of the wood of Barri. Moft^ of

the perfons who worked the artillery were killed

;

Marflial Saxe had given orders to evacuate the poft of

Antoinj
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Afitoin } he thought of nothing but preventhig a

total defeat. Terror began to feize the French j a

confiderable number of horfemen were pufhed in dif-

order to the fpot where the King was with his fon.

Thefe two Princes were feparated by the crowd that

precipitated upon them. His Majefty did not change

countenance : he was afflifted, but fhewed no marks
of anger or uneafinefs. He obferved about two hun-

dred horfemen difperfed behind him, towards Notre-

Dame-aux-hois : he faid to a light horfeman : Go and

rally thofe people in my namej and bring them back. The
light horfeman was named Jouyj he obeyed, and
brought them back. He thought he had done no

m6re than his duty, and after the vidtory, it was ne-

ceffary to inquire after him, to give hirh a reward.

There was rather a tumultuous kind of Council

about the King j he was folicited, in the name of

his country, not to expofe himfelf any morcj h«

ftill perfifled, fenfible of the bad effe<5l his departure

would occafion. Marlhal Saxe came up at this in-

ftant J the King communicated to him the fubjeft in

agitation. Where is the fcoundrelj exclaimed he, who

gives fuch advice to your Majefty ? Before the battle^ it

was my opinion. It is now too late j matters are not

fiifficiently defperate. A little after this, the Duke de

Richelieu came up j he encouraged the intimidated

perfons : he informed them, that balls were juft come,

and ':hat Fontenoi ftill held out » he aflured them, that

he was come from reconnoitring the column j that

with a few pieces ofcanon it might be penetrated j and

that fuch an opening as this would be fufficient to

break it. The idea was fuggefted by a fubaltern

officer of artillery, and he took the credit of it to

himfelf : fortunately there were four pieces of ca-

non
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1745. non at hand, deftincd to cover the retreat. Lewis XV*
'"*"' ' delighted, eagerly ernbraced the advice of his fa-

vourite, fie ordered the Duke de Pecquigny to get

thefe four pieces pointed. The Nobleman haftene4

to perform this fervice : the ufe of the canon w^s

indicated to him, upon which he cried out : No n-
treaty the King orders that thefe four pieces of canon

Jhoiddgmn the v'tRory, They were inftantly pointed

at the enemy, who already diought themfelves maf-

ters of the field of battle, and were very near. The
canon was fired rapidly feveral times. The certainty

of being knocked down the inftant after, made the

foldier fearful of filling up the place of his com-

panion> who had jufl been flain. The column, hi-

therto impenetrable, at length exhibited a deficiency.

The King's houfehold troops came forward, and in-

ilnuated themfelves by this breach, which was en-

larged by the Gendarmes and Carabineers : the other

regiments followed, animated by this fuccefs : the

cor^fis commiflioned to execute the other attacks,

precipitated themfelves into the lines that were op-

* pofed to them, and broke them in feveral places.

The. bayonet and the fword now came in ufe j the

fray was dreadful, and the confufiox'i fuch, that the

Carabineers, taking one moment the Iri{h,who were

cloathed nearly the fame, for Englifh, obliged them

to call out France for ever I but unfortunately, after

fome of them had been killed. The column once

ppened, the whole gave way and was difpcrfed. The
enemy could not fingly refill the fury of the French.

The foldiers, irritated with the firil refiftance, gave no

quarter, and mafiacred without mercy all that c;ame

in their way. Thofe who efcaped the fword of the

foot foldiers were trampled by the cavalry. The

3 horfes.
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horfed, covered with blood up to the breaft, found '745^

it difficult to clear themfelves from the heaps of

ciurcafes with which the plain was covered* The

Singularity is, that the general rout of an army fo

intrepid a few hours before, was the work of an in-

ftant. The remainder fled, and dift.ppeared. k
feemed as if we had been fighting agamft thofe ir>

chanted legions^ which were vifiblc and invifiWe la^

pleafure j it was an affair of feven or eight minufci.

The French, aftonifhed to meet with FrendMUcn

every where, at length took breath 5 they felt tt«s

joy of a viftory fo long difputed.

Every one rea(bned according to his feelings upOB

the caufe of gaining this battle. Some attributed

it to the prefence of the King and of the Da«phin

;

fome to the fkill of Marlhal Saxe j fome to the vi-

gorous charge of the King'« houfchold troops j fonse

to the contrivanoe of the Duke of Richelieu j others,^

in fine, to the valour of our troops, whom flotiiiijg

could difcourag^. Thefe feveral circumftances cei'-

tainly coincurred in itj Ixtt the faults committed by

the enemy did not lefs contribute. The firft, waa, tp

have left behind them the redoubt of the woods of

Barri and of Fontenoi, the canon of which the^y

might even have turned againft the French. T^hcir

iecond fault was, to have advanced without cavalry.

The third was, not to have availed themfelves ofthe

itnftant, when there was nothing but powder fired at

Fontenoi, to feize upon that poft.—-In a word, th«

ifourth, and undoubtedly the moft confiderable error

came from the Dutch, who, being frightened at the

firft ihock they had received, inftead of forcing -the

poft of Antoin, and the redoubts that feparated it

from Fontenoi—by which they would have aflifted

and
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1745. andfupported the Engli(h—remained idle fpedlatorjT

of the engagement.

As foon as the field of battle was clear, th • ing,-

in order to infpire the Dauphin with the f^me horror

which he hi"nfelf had, for even a jull war, caufed him

to go over it. The young Prince, fliuddering, fjiW

in reality what he had only feen in hiftory—humanity

degraded by the hand of man i a valt plain foaked

with blood, limbs fcattered and feparated from the

trunk, heaps of carcafes, and thoufands of dying men
endeavouring in vain to difengage themfelves from

them. He related, that he had feen fome, forgetting

they were enemies, and reciprocally binding up the

wounds they had inflifted upon each other j fome

were ftruggling againft death, weltering in their

blood, and biting the earth i others were raifing up

their heads, and recalling an inftant of life to ex-

• claim : Long live the King and the Dauphin ! they ex-

pired with this laft effort. Several of them, intent

upon the falvation of their fouls, for want of Priefts,

were confefling themfelves to God, and imploring

his mercy. On whichever fide he turned, there was

nothing hear'd but lamentable groans and gnafhings

of rage.

At this horrid fpeftacle, fo aff^efting fdr a young

Prince, whofe heart has loft nothing of it's fenfibility,

the Dauphin melted. The King, who perceived

this, faid to him : Learnj my foHj how much a victory

is cojily and painful! The Monarch had given him a

iimilar leflbn at the beginning of the day j when his

firft furgeon, la Peyronie, came to give him an ac-

count of the cataftrophe of the Duke of Grammont,

his Majefty had cried oiit with a figh : Mas I there

will he many others this day. The Dauphin anfwered

his
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his auguft father only with tears. At this inftant 1745.

the King being alked how he would have the

wounded among the Englifh treated, anlwered : As

cur owHy they are no longer our enemies. Accordingly,

they were treated with every attention pofiible; a

great part of theni were fent to Lifle, where the con-

vents and connmunities ferved as hofpitals. The
Ladies of the city abandoned their toilets and their

amufements for feveral days; they tore up their

fhifts to make lint. The enemy, on calling over their

numbers, miflfed 14,000 men; but 6,000 of thefe

returned the fame evening : they loft forty pieces ot

jcanon. The French likewife bought this vidlory

very dear : every regiment had loll part of the corps

;

fome of them were totally deftroyed, and had no-

thing but their name rer."»aining. There had been a

greater number of ofHcers killed and wounded, in

proportion, than foldiers ; and to dojufticeto all,

we Ihould be obliged to ri^me almoft the whole No-
bility of the kingdom.

Tournai furreuaered ten days after this vidtcry.

To acknowledge the fervices of Marflial Saxe, already

crowned with glory, honours, and fortune, the King

granted him the honours of the Louvre, gave him

the park and caftle of Chambord for life, and in-

creafed his penfions with the addition of 40,000

livres * per annum.

• This city, which had formerly belonged to France,

and was one of the moft antient patrimonies of our

Kings, was not difpleafed at being ret?.ken, not from

any motive of attachment to their conquerors, but

from views of intereft. It is v/ell known how much

• Upwards of one thoufand fix hundred ^jounds.

money
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1745. money our troops .circulate in all the places through
~ which they pafs, by their profufions : but the Dutch

garrifon imported even their (hoes and ftockings from

their own country. This oecononny-r-which wia ex*

tremely proper in a nation that did not conHder the

citizens as their countrymen, and refided there only

«s am' ng foreignf;rs—could not but render the mags-

niHoence of* the French more agreeable. Tournai

Ibon 'tad an inftance of this, in a fight which had

not bee.i renewed there fince the laft wars of

Lewis XIV. The fuperior courts of the capital had

t4^p>pi>ir;ifd deputations to compliment the King on

ttis vi tory. They arrived with a numerous train,

propoidoned to the grandeur of their milTion. They

had iJ pablic audience at Pontachin, calculated to

give foreigners an idea of the Monarch in his pacific

it'uiiftions.

In the interval between the attack of the city and

that of the citadel, there was a fufpenfion of arms : it:

capitulated on the 19th of June. Eight days after

lafete Dieu, the King made his entrance into Toit-

nai w;ith his fon. They aflifted at the procefllon of

the holy facrament. The inhabitants, who are very

fuperftitious, were much edified with their piety.

They faid one to another- " It was ro wonder that

" Heaven fhould declare itfelf in favour of an army,

" commanded by Princt E fo rf^Hgious." hin^ in fad,

it was commanded by a General who n. ver went to

mafs, who had but littl' ai'.h iu the Deity, and who,

- even at that period, was the vi6bim of his own de-

baucheries. The Mona/Cii, whofe piety and de-

votion they fo much admired, was then living in a

ftate of double adultery. Without fearching, there-

fore, into the decrees of Providence, therealcaufeof

this
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27,

this glorious cannpaign, and of thofe which fucccifcded 1745.

it, was the battle of Fontenoi. The arnny of the '-

—

"^

allies being weakened and difperfed, were not able

to oppofe any enterprize. >
.' r •

* ^"."e ".r.n;'

The King, at the head of his army, marched on

to new conquefts, ftiil accompanied by the Dauphin.

Count Lowcniiahl took the city of Ghent by cfca-

lade J Bruges opened it's gates to the -Marquis of

Souvre j the King made himfelf mafter of Oude-

narde in lefs tliaa four days of open trenches. He
made his entrance into the city of Ghent, and gave

audience there to Baron Bernftorff, Envoy from the

King of Denmark, to acquaint his Majefty that the

Princefs of Denmark was delivered of a Prince.

Dendermonde was taken by the Duke of Harcourt

;

and Oftend, after a fiege of fix days, by Count

Lowendahl ; who alfo pofleffed himfelfof Nieuport,

with it's ga: ifon, in five days. Finally, Ath did

not hold out any longer againft the Marquis of Cler-

mont-Gallerande. T ^,-
f

Never had Lewis XV. appeared fo great as du-

ring this campalfjn : he di6lated laws even to his

enemies. Wnile thf* Dutch were fighting againft

him, he always had an Ambaflador from that re-

public near his perfon. He caufed to be claimed, in

his name, at thr Hague, twofhipsof the India Com- , Sept.

pany, the Hercules and the Jafon, taken by the Eng-
lifh, and bought at Batavia by the Governor Gene-
ral. The Abbe de la Ville, hi^ Envoy, produced the

two fearies betw ;en the two nations, which forbad

the giving an afylum in their reciprocal ports, to

perfons v;ho had made any captures againft either

ci the Powers, far from permitting that thev ihould

;•;'!

M

..^
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1745- be fold and turned into property ; and the States-

30 Dec. General ordered the reftitution of them. *^ ,r:

This Minifter, in order the more cffeftually to re-

concile to the King his mafter this Republic—which

had entered into the conteil- from a fpirit of party,

rather than with the real and unanimous wiihes of

the nation—demanded their mediation, and propofed

that a general congrefs Ihould be aflemblea there to

put an end to the war. This prelude of good faith

and confidence was followed by a new requifition,

that the Republic fhould abllain from fending into

Great Britain the fix thoufandmen of thegarrifonsof

Tournai and Oudenarde, engaged by their capitu-

lation to perform no military fervice 'till the ifl: of

January 1747. The requifition was juft, and the

Dutch were obliged to call them back, inafmuch as

the King might attack England j and that the Eng-
liih could not oppofe him with troops which fliould

have broken their oath.

His Britannic Majefty, on his part, had demanded

this reinforcement in compliance with the treaties of

the Englifh with Holland, which was to furnifh fuch

a contingent in all cafes of invafion. This was a po-

fitive one. Prince Edward, led on by his courage,

and unable to remain in aftate of inaflion, which he

confidered as fliameful, had landed the latter end of

Auguft in Scotland. At his landing, he had publifhed

a manifefto, in which he declared, that he came to

claim his rights : he engaged himfelf to become the

moft valiant defender of the religion and liberties of

the Englilh j he hoped to afcend the throne of his

anceftors without any afllftance, except that of his

people, and would not employ any foreign troops

for this purpofe, unlefs his enemies fhould fet the

examulcj
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example, and oblige him to it. This generous refo-

Jution excited in his favour a certain number of the

partifahs of the houfe of the Stuarts : in a fhort time,

he found himfelf at the head of ten or twelve thou-

sand men i but it was mfcerly the confequence of a

momentary cnthufiafm, that piit him in poffeffion of

the city ofEdinburgh, and of fome other towns. He
beat 4,00(5 Englilh at Prefton, entered England, and

advanced as far as^Lancafter, without meeting with

any enemy to oppofe, or indeed any friend to aflift

him i he proceeded to Macclesfield, at the diftance of

43 leagues from London, without there being any

movement made in his favour. At length the Duke
bf Cumberland returned into Enp;land, thinking him
an enemy proper for him to appear againft j he mar-

ched up to the Prince, who fell back towards Scot-

land. His rear-guard was beaten at Clifton, and

joined him in diforder at Carlillc j but he got fome

retaliation at Falkirk, where he gained a battle^

which feemed to reinftate his affairs, and gave

France fome hope of a revolution in his favour.

There was ftill a more agreeable profped which

prefented itfelf in Italy. The Auftrians, employed

againft the King of Pruflia in Germany, had not been

able to appear in force in that country ; fo that no-

thing could ftop the progrefs of the combined army

of French and Spaniards. The Infant Don Philip

and Marfhal Maillebois had made themfelves maf-

ters of the valley of Oneillci and had entered upon

the territory of Genoa^ by agreement with the re-

publici which being offended at the treaty of Worms,
had taken their arrangements with the allies, and

obliged themfelves to fupply them with ten thou-

fand men, and a confiderable train of artillery-

Vol.. II. T Aferics
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1745. A fcrics of uninterrupted fuccefles was the refult of
""

this. The Marquis ofMircpoix beat the Piedmon-

tefe at Montefemo, and fcized upon their cannp :

Marfhal Maillebois defeated them at BafTignano,

upon the Lower Tanaroj and Count LauLrec i^umcd

a vidlory over them in the valley of Pragelas. The

Auftrians, who had joined them at Novi, were

forced there ; the ca(tles of Seravalle, ' Tortona,

Placentia, Parma, and Pavia, were feized upon

in their fight. To punifli the Genoefe for their

defection, the Englifli, with a fquadron of thirteen

fhips, attempted to bombard Final, but without fuc-

cefs, and without caufing any damage. The vic-

torious army penetrated into Alexandria : the city

and caftle of Cafal were reduced j and the brave

Chevert made the garrifon of Afli prifoners of war.

16 Dec. In a word, the Spaniards reached Milan. It is cuf-

tomary for this city, which is not fortified, to fur-

render, without refiftance, to any troops that prefent

themfelves before it's gates ; the Infant Don Philip,

entered it on the 19th of December, and received

the oath of allegiance from the Senate, and the in-

habitants. Thus the Houfe of Bourbon was con-

quering at once a number of States in the north and

m the fouth j and this campaign, more fortunate

than the preceding, terminated glorioufly in all parts,,

except in America. The Englifh had taken the

city of Louifbourg, in Cape Breton, , after a fiege of
^

'

fifty days. The good fortune they had had in feiz-

ing upon the royal battery, which covers this port,

and is it's chief defence, had furnilhed them the

means, by turning it againft the citadel, to batter it

more nearly, and had facilitated the conqueft j which,

however, was rather owen to a preceding and more

capital
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capital fault. M. de la Maifon-fort, Captain of the

yigilant^ was gone there witli canon, balls, powder,

and other ammunition ; he had had a fortunate

pafla.^v, and the wind was favourr.ble for his entrance

into the road of Louifbourg. A fmall privateer of

the enemy came np with him, fired now and then

a fevv liiot, and then made it's efcape. The
proud Captain was incenfed at this boldnefs j he

chafed the privateer, which kept him in bay with thet

hope of coming up to him, and led the fliip, imper-

ceptibly, towards the Englifh fquadron, at anchor in

a neighbouring bay ; the Captain perceived the

fnare, and was going to tack about, when the wind

Ihifting, he failed in his commifllon, and was taken.

By this reinforcement, the Englilh, who began to be

difcouraged at the approach of the bad feafon, judg-

ing that the place v/as in want of ammunition, were

reanimated, and turned againft Loiiifbourg the ma-
terials dedined for it's defence. As for the reft, the

vidlory of M. de Macnemara, a fimple Captain of 2k

Ihip, appointed to the command of a fquadron of

five velTels and two frigates> defighed for the Ame-
rican iflands—where he met with feveral of the ene-

my's men of war, whom he fought, and obliged to»

flieer off*—fupported the honour of the French flag.

The Minifter of the marine department at that time,-

did not think that the protection of our trade was to'

be neglected ; he confidered this as one of the moft

eflential duties of the King's officers. Notwithftand-

ing their pride and their unwillingnefs, he obliged

them to it. This fame M. de Macnemara, being

* ExprefTions ufed in tlic patent of Vice Admiral, granted ttf

M. de Macnemara in 1756.

T 3, eommifTion^cll
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174^4 commiffioned to efcort different fleets during hil

^ expedition, conduced thenn to their deftination, and,

preferring his duty to more brilliant aflions, was not

afraid to expofe himfelf to the raillery and affronts

of his comrades, in order to execute literally the

objeft of his commiffion *.

The winter, from 1745 to 1746, was pafled in re-

joicings and feftivals. Marflial Saxe, at his return, en-

joyed a new kind of triumph, the firft time he went

to the opera. Being feated in the balcony-box up-

on the ft age, Mademoifelle de Metz, who played the

part of Glory, advanced towards this hero, and placed

a crown of laurel upon his head. It was not meerly

a jeu de theatre, for the public, by repeated and una-

nimous plaudits, decreed it to him in a ftill more

flattering manner. This was the prelude of what

was to be done at Verfailles in honour of the King.

The glory which Lewis XV. had acquired at Fon-

• Extras of an hijiorical manufcript upon the navy, during the

nuarofijib.—From M. Lombard, at prefent aLieutenant in the

navy, who embarked, in 1745* in M. de Macnemara's fquadron,

on board a vefiel commanded by the Chevalier Lombard, his

brother, we learn—that M. de Macnemara, convoying a fleet to

St. Domingo, met, acrofs the mole of St. Nicholas, an Engliih

fquadron of inferior force, which Aood oiF at the fight of ours

;

but, perceiving that we made no motion to run down upon then,

they imagined we were more weak than they, and, tacking about,

made fail towards us. M. de Macnemara, then confidering the

engagement as unavoidable, prepared to form his line, and made

a Ihew of tacking about; biit, inftead of going with the wind,

he tacked, proceeding always under the wind. This manoeuvre

incenfed the Chevalier Lombard, who called out aloud : What,

nue are net then to Jigbt f &c. The enemy then, perceiving this

fingular manoeuvre, thought it concealed fome myfterious circum-

ilance, and went away. Probably the orders of this Commandef

were, not to fight but whea he fliould be forced to it, for the d»«

fence of his convoy.

tenoiy



O F L E W I S XV,

tpnoi, and during the whole of the campaign, fur-

nifhed an cxcufe for his weaknefs, in having carried

his miftrefs along with him ; who had not, however,

put herfelf fo forward as the Dutchefs of Chateau-

roux ; (he had kept herfelf concealed, and in a ftate

of referve : many perfons were even ignorant of her

being at the army ; it was proper to hide from thQ

eyes of the Dauphin, a commerce of too fatal an ex-

ample for him, at the beginning of his marriage ; and

it was to be wiflied, that this myftery could have

been kept up. But the Monarch's pafTion, far from

being extinguifhed by poflefTion, increafed in fo vio-

lent a manner, and the ambition of the favouritQ

took fo high a flight, that Ihe was the univerfal

topic of converfation from one end of the kingdom
to the other. She became the channel of all favours,

which (he could not concentrate in herfelf or her

family ; fhe appointed and difgraced the Minifters

and Generals j fhe was the arbitrefs of peace and

war J but (he prefided more efpecially over the de-r

partment of pleafure, the only one indeed Ihe held

at prefent, the only one which becair^e her, and which

(he filled with equal tafte and talents.

Madame d'Etiolcs had procured a divorce from

her hufband ; it was no longer proper that Ihc

fhould bear his name, and more particularly that of

a fimple under-farmer of the revenue. The King

dignified her with the title of Marchionefs of Pom-
padour i which was the name of an ancient houfe,

extind. Soon after this elevation, there happened

a very droll fcene in the provinces. M. d'Eti-

oles, \)anifhed from Paris, and recalled to life, was

endeavouring, during his convalefcence, to confirm

T ^ hk

*77
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1745. his health, and to diflipate the remains of his melan-
'""'~~" choly by a variety of objefts : for this purpofe, he

travelled through the fkirts of France, 'till he fhould

be permitted to draw nearer the capital. He was

well received and entertained by the men, fought

after and carefled by the women. The firft courted

' his prote;5tion j the latter diftinguifhed him by their

fiivours. It was not doubted, but that he would

feturn to Paris, and acquire a great influence there j

or, at lead, that his wife, when fhe came to be in-

formed of the attention that had been Ihewn him,

would be pleafed, and that this circumftance would

be a claim to her prote6tion. In every province,

the firft Nobility fought his company, and were de-

firous of giving him entertainments. At' one of

thefe he met with an old country Gentleman, happy

enough to know nothing about the Court, the King,

or his Iniftrefs, and even ignorant of his having one.

He was only attentive to the veneration which the

traveller feemed to infpire all the guefts with, and

wifhed to conform to it. For this purpofe, he in-

quired of one of his neighbours the name of the

ftranger. He was told, that he was the huft)and of

the Marchionefs of Pompadour. He kept it in his

mind, and, the firft time he took up his glafs, look-

ing at M. d'Etioles, according to the old cuftom,

which he thought ftill in ule, he faid : Monfteur U
Marquis of Pompadourj willyou give me leave to have

the honctir to drink your health ? All the company

immediately burft out a laughing, except the ftran-

ger, whofe forrows were cruelly revived by this i and

the fpeaker was ftricken dumb at the general ridi-

cule. He was terribly afhamed, when one of the

company
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company had the charity to explain to him the folly 1745.

which his ignorance and indifcretion had made him
""""""

guilty of : a folly fo much the more difagrpcable,

as it was of a nature not to be repaired by any ex-

cufe i and that it was neceffary the fubje£t Ihould

be entirely dropped.

Madame de Pompadour was naturally fond of the

arts, and of literature. When flie was only Madame
d'Etioles, fhe was attended by men of wit, and au-

thors. Among thefe was Voltaire j—the favour of

this Lady, ferved only to ftrengthen the attachment

of this great poet, who, at that time, was likewife

very ambitious. She employed him at firft in her

feftivalsi and, at the time of the Dauphin's marriage,

he compofed the Princefs of Navarre^ a. comedy, with

interludes, mufic, and finging. M. de laPoupeliniere,

a Farmer General, and a man of letters, inferted fome

airs into it ; Rameau had compofed the mudc ; and

for all this the piece was not the better. The poet,

however, was rewarded with the pod of Gentleman

of the bed-chamber in ordinary, without purchafe.

This was a prefent of about 60,000 livres *, and the

more acceptable, as, a (hort time after, he obtained

the fingular favour of being allowed to lell his place»

while he kept the title, privileges, and funftions of

it. He had himfelf jefted upon this performance*

and upon the excefllve price he had received for it>

in an extempore, which is little known.

M
"I

I

My Henriad and my Za-i-re,

My fair American Alzire,

t Two thoufand five hundred pounds,

T 4 Were
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Were all unnotic'd by the King

;

I'd many foes, and very little fame :

Honours and wealth now plenteous fpring.

From a foolilh thing,

A farce that fcarce deferves a name *.

The ill fuccefs of the Princefs of Navarre^ did not

prevent the Marchionefs of Pompadour from em-

ploying Voltaire on the King's return. The bufinefs

was to celebrate, in a proper manner, the vidories of

;his Monarch, and to crown him as a hero. Hq
contrived an opera, intitled, the Tmple of Glory, In

^his heroic ballet, Lewis XV. was indicated by the

name of Trajan : he was not running after that De-

ity J flie came to him, aflfociated hini to herfelf, and

placed him in her temple, which was immediately

changed into the temple of Public felicity. This

fpeftacle, firft executed in the petits apartments, was

repreiented by the Noblemen and Ladies of the

Court, among whom the favourite fhone confpicuous.

She played the principal character, and we may
imagine how well the Monarch muft have been

pleafed, at feeing himfelf crowned at once by Glory

and Love. A fingular anecdote happened at this en-

tertainment, the authenticity of which we had doubt-

ed, till we found it mentioned, without contradiction,

in a work publilhed under the aufpices of the King'^

f Mon Henry quatre & ma Zaire,

Et mon Americaine jilzire,

Ne m'ont jamais valu un feul regard du Roi

}

J'avois mille ennemis, avec tres peu de gloire :

Les honneurs, & les biens pleuventenfin fur moiy

Four une farce de la foire.

next
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/icxt brother t« Voltaire, on this day, when all 1745.

.etiquette was banilhed, being in the King's box be- •

hind his Majeily, towards the end of the piece^

could not contain his rapture, and taking the Mo*
narch in his arms, cried out with tranfport : Wellf

Trajan, do you know yourfelf again? Some of the

guards immediately came up to punifh this want of

refped, and carried him off. But in the main, the

extafy was too flattering to the King, who forgave

the ralh enthufiaft.

To fatisfy the extraordinary expences thefe diver-

fions occafioned—and in which tl e favourite fpared

nothing, becaufe they were the bed and only mer
thods of completing, and perpetuating the enchant-

ment of her Royal (lave— it was necelTary that there

ihould be a man, at the head of the finances, entirely

at her difpofal. M. Orry, ftill imprelTed with the

oeconomical principles of the old Cardinal, fcrupled

jto confecrate to thefe fuperfluities, the trealures

deftined for the ftate. Befides, to the office of

Comptroller General, he joined that of Diredtor

General of the public buildings, which Ihe wanted to

throw into her family. It was fcarce poffible to de-

prive this Minifler of it, without a reafon, whereas,

by difgracing him entirely, his fuccelTor would think

himfelf fufficiently enriched by the firft fpoil. l"his

motive was too powerful for Madame de Pompadour

to refifl it, M. Orry was difmifTed j and, as mofl ^*«*

perfons in the fame fituation, he could not hold up
againfl: the general defertion which fuch an humili?

ation draws after it ; he did not furvive it two years,

f See the Journal de Monjieur, publlihed by Madame la Pre*

itdcnte d'Ormoy, in the month of November 1778.

He

ij:ir
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He had been fucccedcd by M. de Machault d'Ar-

nouville, Intendant of the province of Hainaiilt. and

ion of a Machault ftill alive, who was furnamed Ma-
ehttuU €OUpe-tefe*, on account of the feverity he had

•itcitifcd during his magiftracy. We fhall hereafter

ftc what the fon was, who is going to advance by

great ftrides in the career of Miniltry. Though li't-

tle inclined to fervility, and of a refolute turn of

rtllftd, he gave way to circumftances, and fuffered,

ivithout murmuring, the intended divifion. M. le

Normant de Tourncheim, uncle to the March ionefs,

obtained the poft of Direftor General of the public

buildings. This was only till it could be filled by

M. Foiflbn, her brother j who had lately been me-

tamorphofed into the Marquis de Vattdieres : which

gave bccafion to fome punfters to call him, le Marquis

d^AHjdnt hier f» It was neceflary to let this witticifm

be forgotten, as well as many others, before he could

b^ intrulled with a poft in Adminiftration, which a

Duke d'Antin, fon of the Countefs of Touloufe, had

thought himfelf honoured with, not ten years before.

But, by a very wife precaution, the furvivorfhip of

it, was given to him a month after.

Thfcfe fubaltern intrigues amufed the idlenefs of

the Courtiers, while more important negotiations, for

the tranquillity of Europe, were agitating in the fe-

Ytral Cabinets of the Potentates. The King, in

hopes of acquiring an ally in the north, or at leaft, to

Jjrcvertt her from becoming his enemy, had at length,

in a public audience, caufed the Czarina to be ac^

knowledged Emprefs of all the Rufiias, by M. DaiU

Ion, his Minifter at Peterft)urg. Three years had

* The executioner.

t The Marquis of the day before yefterday.

elapfedj
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elapfed, fince, by a revolution as pmdehtly cdfjtrived 1745*

as it was happily executed, this Princefs had been
'""""'

placed upon the throne ; but France, ever circurti-

fpeft, had waited to fee her empire firmly eftabliftied,

before this ftep was taken. The French had at firft

met with a favourable reception, fince the forrticr Sb*

vereign had entered indireftly into alliance With thcfti,

by declaring in favour of the King of Poland, fiut

this afliftance became very ufelefs, in confequerice of December,

the private peace made by that Monarch ; and We

ihall hereafter fee, that the intrigues of their enemies*

at the Court of Peter/burg, prevailed fo far againli

thofe of France, that they obtained a powerful fuc-

tour from them. The treaty of Drefden, then pub*

licly known, and the eleflion of a new Emperor, yftrt

rather difagreeable events, which obliged the Courts

of Verfailles and Madrid to unite themfelVes mor6

firmly together. Their viftorles ftill enabled therit

to give the law. That of Madrid fent to the formdf

the Duke d'Huefcar, in tjuality of Ambaflador Ex-

traordinary. The bufinefs was, a treaty agreed utort

between the King of Sardinia and the two Crov .r.

;

which, in order to counterbalance the defeftion of

the Kings of PruTia and Poland, were endeavouring

to draw away from their enemies the guardian of th6

Alps J a projeft fo much the more prudent, as the

Queen of Hungary was intending to refume her fu»

periority in Italy, Where the tranquil flare of Ger-

many permitted her to fend a reinforcement of thirty

thoufand men. But this Prince, no lefs a uoiitician

than a fkllful warrior, after having fuFfvcd the ar-

rangements to go on almofl to a conch. Hon, had

availed himfelf of a fatal fecurity, to furprize in Afti,

Jit the very beginning of the campaign^ the Marquis

qf

>;;}'•
'r:H
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174^' 0^ Montal, and oblige him to furrender prifoncr of

5 March.
^^'*» ^^^^ ^'^ troops j—a revolution, which foon de-

prived the Infant of all his conquefts in Lombardjr.

It was a matter of importance to prevent the fatal

confequences that were forefeen j and Marlhal Noailles

had been difpatched to Madrid, to fettle the future

operations.

• Lewis XV. was ftill defirous of peace, and pro-

pofed it : it was fo much the more eafily made on his

part, as he neither required nor wifhed to keep any

thing : yet thefe proteftations were miftrufted, and

he was forced to meditate new conquefts. The
Council was then employed upon two great objefls.

Prince Edward ftill maintained himfelf in Scotland.

His partifans, to induce France to fuccour him, re-

prefented his fituation much better than it really

was. Had they been attended to, he wanted nothing

but a reinforcement to complete the revolution, and

re-afcend the throne of England. Lord Marflial,

not lefs attached to his mafter, but more clear-fighted,

or more fincere, was the only one among them who

would not lead the Miniftry into error. He gave

them to underftand, that without the moft powerful

and beft-fupported fuccours, both ofmen and money,

it was not poflible to hope for any real fuccefs j—that

any thing ftiort of this, would only ferve to weaken

France, and occafion the lofs of thofe brave men,

who would embrace the caufe of this hero, whofe

only refources were courage and temerity. The
' franknefs of this declaration determined the Govern-

ment to take a middle courfe ; which was, to favour

, the enterprize of the Pretender only as far as was

confiftent with prudence ;—to deceive him, in order

to deceive his enemies j anda by keeping up thei^-

fcar5
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fears of an invafion, to facilitate conquefts more real, 1746.

and more folid. Preparations were therefore made
-"^"^

at Calais, for an intended defcent. At all hazards^

a manifefto was even compofed : a writer was em-
ployed, whofe indifcretion, it was thought, would

produce the happieft effeftj and this will not be

doubted, when we are informed, that this writer was

Voltaire *. The Duke of Richelieu repaired to this

port, and remained there fome time, at the head of

30,000 men, always ready to embark, and fometimes

even embarking. A fquadron, commanded by M:
de Roquefeuille, was cruifing in the Channel, and

gave much alarm to the Englifh, who were obliged

to keep a much fuperior force there. The confc-

quence of thefe feints was, that, independent of their

making fo many naval forces ufelefs, they kept upon
the coaft troops, which would have been fent to

Scotland, to cruih Prince Edward j or prevented them
from crofling the fea, and going to Flanders.

In the mean while, Marlhal Saxe had returned

into Flanders, where he feemed employed only in the

pleafures of winter, and of the Carnival. One fine

night, while he was giving a ball to the Ladies of

Lifle, he caufed BrufiTels to be invefted : he opened aS jaa.

the trenches a few days after, and pulhed on the

works with fo much quickncfs, notwithftanding the

rigour of the feafon, that, in lefs than a fortnight,

the city was obliged to capitulate, and to leave in the ao Feb.

hands of the King a garrifon of nine thoufand men,
prifoners of war. This was a prelude to new con-

quefts. The Dutch, feeing the troops of France draw

* We refer to the Appendix for the manifefto here fpoken of^

fi" III.

nearer
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1746. nearer and nearer to them, already repented that thef
'

had not prcfervcd the neutrality : they were ftill ap-

prehenfive, that the moderation of Lewis XV. was

not To fincere as he pretended ; and that they (hould

become the viftims of a conteft, in which, at any

rate, they had nothing to gain. In vain had they

communicated to their allies the King's propofals for

peace. King George was too much irritated to fee

France raife a rival againft him— fccretly foment a

rebellion in his dominions—and make preparations to

fupport him more openly. The Queen of Hungary
hadjufl placed her hu/band on the Imperial throne;

•^flie was difengaged from her moft formidable and

neareft enemy j—Ihe could not confent to the dif-

membering of her ftates in Italy j—fhe knew that this

country had always been fatal to the glory of France

;

—and (he flattered herfelf that the French would

again be rcpulfed from it, in the courfe of this year.

The Dutch, reduced to the necelTity of afling for

their own prefervation, when they learned the fiege

of Bruffels, were alarmed at the opening of fo pre-

mature a campaign $ and, forefeeing the rapid confe-

quences which mufl: attend this firft fuccefs, had re-

courfe to their ufual intreaties* They deputed Count

Waflenaer to Verfailles, in quality of Minifter Pleni-

potentiary. He was commiffioned to impart to his

Majefty their afHidtion, their fears, and their confi-

dence. He had an audience on the 27 th of February

;

*—received frefli aflurances of the good intentions of

the conqueror J—but he could not obtain any alte-

ration in the projefbed plan of operations. On the

a6th of April, M. Gilles, another Deputy from the

Republic, with new intreaties, and frefh propofals,.

had not any greater influence. The King, deter-

mined
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mined to make a third campaign, fct out a few dayi t74^'

after. I'lic Dauphin an;cd his leave to accompany

him, which he* flattered himfelf the more cafily CO

obtain, as the Dauphincfs was with child : but th«

Minii.crs, apprehending the aultere difpofition of

this Prince, and his too great penetration, diifuaded

the Monarch from complying with his requcft'*

They concealed the real motive of this advice, under

their fear of the young Prince's raflinefs, whofe ar»

dour had been contained with fo much difficulty at

Fontenoi, and would only grow more impetuous, ia

proportion as he became more familiar with war.

The King, who alfo dreaded this witnefs of his weak-

nefs, was not difpleafed to have fuch a pretence fug-

gefted to him. He preferred his miftrefs to his fon.

The Marchionefs had entirely fubdued the Mo-
narch. She was defirous of partaking freely of

the homage of the conquered cities j and this ar-

rangement diminilhcd ftill, in fome dtgree, the alf-

fcftion of the people for their mafler. But if the

love of the people was cooled, their admiration was

increafed by the eclat of the new vidlories. It was

not confidered who obtained them ; for, rhe King be-

ing prefcnt, every thing was referred to him. He
apparently filled the firlt duty of a father of his fub-r

je«Sts, to expofe himfelf for tlicir defence, and to bring

'back peace and plenty, the fources of public hap-

pinefs. ' '

Lewis XV. on the 4th of May, made his entrance

into Bruflels ; the Magiftratcs, with the corporation,

received and harangued him at the gates of the

city, and Count Lowendhal, appointed Governor,

prefented the keys to him. His Majefty placed

^imfelf at the head of his army^ which marched in

fix

t.

I
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fix columns. The fortrcfles were evacuated, or fur-

rendered themfelves at the King's approach ; fo that

in a month's time he made his entrance into Ant-

^ June, werp, and thus took poflbflion of the two capitals

of the Netherlands. He completed the conqueft

of almoft all of them, either by himfelf, by the

Princes of the blood, or by his Generals j for he

had been obliged to leave the army in June, to go

to Verfailles, on account of the Dauphinefs being

brought to bed. The fucceffes were not lefs rapid

under Marfhal Saxe, to whom his Majefty left the

chiefcommand. Prince Charles had come this year

to command the allied army, and had not been able

to check the lofs of fo many provinces. In the

month of Oftober, Marfhal Saxe, who loved the

troops, and took care of them, compaffionating their

fatigues during a long campaign, begun fince the

month of January, made prcpofals to his enemy, by

a trumpet, to go into winter-quarters, communicat-

ing to him the motives of humanity which urged

him to this. Prince Charles anfwered with haughti-

nefs, that he had neither orders nor advice to receive

from him. "Well," anfwered the Marlhal, "Til
" take good care to force him to it." Accordingly,

he gave orders to prepare for aflion the day after

the next. Notwithftanding this, a play was afted

in camp the evening before, and Madame Favart,

who was then the Marfhal's miftrefs^ when the play

was over, came forward and addreffed the audienc6

in thefe words : Gentlemen, to-morrow^ we Jhdl not

appear hefore you, on account of the battle ; the next

day we jhall have the honour to reprefent to you, &?f

.

This fpeech, which at any other time would haVc

been a gafconade, was only calculated, on this oc-'

cafiony

Pirf
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Cafion, to (hew the confidence the troops had in their

leader, and the certainty of vidlory. In coniequence of

the Marlhal's difpofitions, the adion was a bloody

one : the enemy left 1 2,ooo men upon the field, and

3,000 prifoners, while the French loft only 1,000

men* The night coming on, prevented the allied

army from being deftroyed in it's retreat.

After this engagement, called the battle ofRaucoux^

the Chevalier d'Aubeterre appearing fmitten with

the good^countenance and martial air of an Englifh

prifoner, faid to him : if we had had 50^000 menjuch

as you in the enemy's army, we Jhould have found it dif-

ficult to beat them. The fbldier replied with readi-

nefs : there were men enough like me, but we wanted

one like Marjhal Saxe.

The affairs of the two crowns were not nearly

in fo good a ftate in Italy. Since the death of Phi-

lip V. the face of them had been entirely changed.

This Prince—who, after having had the weaknefs to

quit the throne in order to attend to his falvation,

had had the ftill greater weaknefs to renounce the

care of his falvation, in order to re-afcend the

Throne—received at leaft fome degree of energy

from his wife. She had already fixed one of her

fons King of Naples, and was attempting to reftore

to the other the patrimony of his Houfe ; flie fup-

ported the pufillanimity of her hufband. She could

not exert an equal influence over the fucceffor, who-,

born of another bed, had not the fame deference

for her j but, being of the blood of Savoy by his

mother's fide, was more inclined in favour of the

King of Sardinia, befides, that he miftrufted the

ambitious views of his mother-in-law.

Vol. II. . y . Bii
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His firft aft of authority, was to recall his troops

from Italy. The battle of Placentia had jiift been

loft-} the troops had retired into the State of Genoa,

which they were obliged to quit, and the two

armies returned into Provence.

The Imperial army, after having retaken in this

campaign all the pofl:s they had loft: in the pre-

ceding one, prefented themfclves before Genoa. The
Senate, no longer in hopes of any fuccour, and fear-

ing an irritated conqueror, opened it's gates to

General Nadafl:i—agreed, by capitulation, that the

garrifon Ihould be prifoners—confented to fend the

Doge with fix Senators (as formerly, to Lewis XIV.)

to make their excufcs to the Queen of Hungary, for

having connedled themfelves with her enemies, and

implore her clemency—and engaged themfelves to

pay down immediately the fum of 50,000 genouines,

amounting to about 400,000 livres * of French

money, to be dift:ributed among the German troops.

The Marquis of Botta d'Adorno, was eftablifhed

Commandant in the city.

Three days after this, the Auftrian Commiflaries

demanded a frefh contribution of three millions of

genouines t» to be paid by inflallments, the longeft

of which was to be a fortnight. The State was

unable to make this payment ; the bank was ex-

haufled, credit loft-, and commerce ruined ; all

the lands were ravaged, the beautiful villas which

embelliftied the outfide of the city were pillaged

:

the inhabitants were treated as flaves by the fol-

* Between fixteen and feventeen thoufand pounds,

t Near one million fterling. • - ^ .

diersi

B!i I'l:
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5 Cec.

diersj they had nothing but life to lofe, and no 174^.

refource left but in defpair. Thefe weak people,
,

bred at a diftance from arms, incenfed at feeing

the principal artillery of their capital carried off,

forced to labour themfelves, and beaten like beads

of burden, revolted, attacked the garrifon, beat

them, drove them out of the city, and repulfed

them as far as beyond the frontiers. They broke

the yoke of an enemy, from which neither their

furrounding rocks, nor the Kings of France, Spain,

and Naples, had been able to fave them, and from

which they had not been able to defend themfelves

fome months before, when it would have been a

more eafy matter. This glorious example was imi-

tated by the inhabitants of the country; and the

Republic, entirely freed from German troops, re-

covered it's liberty in a few days.

There is certainly no fuccefs but what is owen
to the faults of the adverfary. Difcouragement and

confternation had ruined this ftate j which had be-

come the property of the Auftrians. The pufillani-

mity of the Commandant, who amufed himfelf with

negotiations inftead of fighting, gave the Genoefe

all the time they wanted, to colle6t, to fortify them-

felves, to make their difpofitions, and to chufe

their Chiefs. He trufted the Senators, who upon

this occafion afted a ftrange part. Under-hand they

were exciting their fellow-citizens, and were at the

fame time taking apparent meafures with the Mar-

quis of Botta, to make the infurgents return to their

fubmiflion. This body of the State did not con-

cern itfelf in the revolution, and caufed it to be dif-

avowed at Vienna by the Minifterj who declared,

that the Nobility had no (hare in this change, which

II
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1746. was called a revolt. This condiid authorized the

"-"
Council of that Court to affume again the right of

the conqueror j they fignifted, that the Rt-public

ihould not only furnifli the remainder of the con-

tributions levied, but they alfo demanded mort^, for

the damages done to their troops j they required,

that all the prifoners, to the number of four thou-

fand, fhould be reftored, and efpecially, that the in-

furgents ihould be brought to juftice. Thefe hard

laws, which gave the Gcnoefe to underftand what

they had to fear, if they again were in the power of

the conqueror, confirmed them in their refolution

to defend themfelves, and to die for their country.

The circumftance that particularly hurt the pride of

this regal Republic, was, to fee Corfica flip out of

their hand*, infult their diftrefs, and recover it's

liberty, which it had fo long difputed with the Re-

public. ':

Notwithftanding this courage and thefe efforts,

the Genoefc, though victorious in their city, were

not fufficiently inured to war to keep the field.

Had they been left to themfelves, they would have

given way to the regular troops. Count Schulem-

bourg, who fucreeded the Marquis of Botta, con-

tinued to prefs them ftill more clofely in their

city. They were foon blocked up by fea and by

land, for the Aullrians were afllfted by an Englifh

fquadron. France, whofe deftiny it was in this war

to facrifice itfelf continually for it's allies, fent

them {liccours of money and men, and efpecially of

Commanders. This was the more generous, as that

kingdom was then alarmed for it's own fafety.

The Auftrian and Piedmontefe army, protefted

by a fleet of his Britannic Majefty, had pafled the

Var
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Var and entered into Provence. Th'^^ enemy were 1746,

already in poflelTlon of a third of the piovincci they ""^novT
had advanced as far as the river Argens, with an

intention of falling upon Toulon and Marfeilles,

under favour of the Englifh navy. They took at

firft the iflands ofSaint Margaret and Saint Honorat,

known to contain great nuaibers of vi<5tims of

miniflierial vengeance. Thcfe unfortunate people

reckoned that -they lliould gain their liberty. For

their misfortune it happened, that the Commandant,
an old officer, frightened with the bombs which

the enemy's fleet fired upon him, capitulated fo

foon, that he was permitted to carry off his pri-

foners, with the other efi'ccts belonging to the King,

and his little garrifon. He was tried by a court-

martial, and condemned to prifon, for having fur-

rendered with fuch precipitation. This was the

only lading example of the feverity of military

laws during this war, and unfortunately it was a

very ufelefs one, inafmuch as it was exercifed upon '747*

an obfcure officer, who being without prote(f(:ion,

and without fupport, was therefore a greater objeft

of indulgence.

The Marquis de Mirepoix, who commanded in

thefe parts, had been able to do nothing more, with

fome brigades which he had, than to harrafs the

enemy and retard their march. To ftop their pro-

grefs, Marflial Belleifle was pitched upon ; he was

very well adapted for this tricking kind of war,

which required a fpirit of order, of detail, and of

combination. . . ^.

When he arrived, the allies had laid fiege to An-

tibcs. The Englifh l?ombarded it by fea, while the ic ]»»•

.u, ;
' y 3 Auftrians
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1747. AuCVrians carried on the fiege in form. The French
~~-

had no navy at Toulon fit to make head againit

the former, who had been for a long time mafters

of the Mediterranean. The coafts were defended

only by frighted militia j the troops, without dif-

cipline, took the hay and draw from each other by

force J the mules, which conveyed provifions, died

for want of food : the enemy had ranfomed every

thing, and had deftroyed all from the Var to the

river Argens and the Durance. The Marflial could

only at firft be employed in viewing the deplorable

State, and the difcouragement of the province and

the troops. He met with Don Philip and the Duke
of Modena at Aix, without any army, theirs being

diflblved Tor want of provifions ; and he did the

office of Intendant and Commiffary of ftores. At

length, the reinforcements being arrived, and the

Marfhal being feconded by the Marquis de la Mina,

Commander of the Spanifh troops, caufcd the fiege

*
•

" ofAntibesto be raifed. By fldlful movements of

his army, he made Count Brown, the General of the

enemy, apprehenfive that he Ihould be fhut up in

Provence without hopes of a retreat j which obliged

him to repafs the Var in confufion, and with pre-

cipitation, leaving to the French part of his ar-

tillery and all his provifions j a fmall indemnity for

the contributions he had levied, and efpecially the

devaftations and the pillage exercifed by his troops.

Two circumftances contributed chiefly to this de-

livery i the want of fubfiftence, which the enemy
could no longer procure by the way of Genoa, an

eflential point, which makes moft invafions inef-

fectual 3 and the perfedt harmony fubfifting between

the
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the Marquis de la Mina and Marlhal Belleifle,

whole conciliating dirpofition effcded this mi-

racle.

This fortunate event furniilicd an opportunity of

fupplying the Genoefe with the promifed fuccours.

The Duke of Boufflers died there; but, as he was

carried off by the fmall-pox, he could not fay with

Mithridates in Racine

;

•

' And my laft look hath feen the Romans fly
*.

It was Marfhal Belleifle, who, after having caufed

the iflands of Saint Margaret to be retaken by his

brother, in fight of the Englifli fleet, had the bold-

nefs, in order to make a diverfion, to penetrate, in

his turn, into the dominions of the King of Sar-

dinia, to threaten Piedmont, and to force that

Prince to recall his troops from the blockade of

Genoa; which enfeebled the Imperialifts fo much,

that the Court of Vienna ordered the fiege to be

raifed; and this movement obliged the Englifh

fquadron, now become ufelefs, to retire. The Duke
of Richelieu, fortunate in every thing, being ap-

pointed by the King to fucceed the Duke of Bouf-

flers at Genoa, came to reap the glory and the

honours defl:ined to the latter. He prevented this

city from falling again into the hands of the Queen

of Hungary, during the war. In acknowledgment,

he was created a Nobleman of Genoa, was infcribed

in the golden book, and a fl:atue was erefted to

him in that immenfe and fuperb faloon in the pa-

Jace of the Doge, where all the great men who have

^
.. f « ^t znes derniers regards ont vu. fuir les Romains."

U 4 defended

495

•!;;:

11

f



59^

1747-

19 July.

9 6 April,

1 57 4-6 •

THE PRIVATE LIFE
defended or illuftrated this Republic are exhibited

in the fame manner.

The only difagreeable and remarkable event of

this war in Italy, was the affair of Exilles, where

Count Belleifle, having had the imprudence to at-

tack the intrenchments, contrary to the advice of

officers more knowing, more experienced, and bet-

ter acquainted with the fpot, added to it the falfe

Ihame of not daring to avow his error, and

chofe rather to expiate his fault by a courageous,

though ufelefs death j an obftinacy equally mad and

criminal, fmce it neceffarily involved in his lofs

fhat of a number of brave men, obliged to follow

his example, fuch as Meflieurs d'Arnaud, de Goas, de

Grille, and de Donge.

The Genocfc were the only allies that France fnc-

coured effectually during this war. That kingdom

had procured the Imperial Crown to Charles VII.

^nd had made him lofe his dominions j the Duke of

Modena, driven long fince from his, had nothing but

the vain title of Generaliflimo i Don Philip had not

preferved the leaft of his conquefts, and the Pre-

tender was concerned at having only been employed

, to raife the alarms of his enemies. That Prince,

afcer having ftruggled more than a year againft his

evil deftiny, had returned into France. The battle

pf Culloden, which he had loft in Scotland, againft

the Duke of Cumberland, had reduced him to the

ftate of a fugitive and an exile. Wandering for fe-

veral months, and concealed among the mountains,

he had thought himfelf happy in efcaping from the

purfuits of his enemies, and withdrawing himfelf

from their rage. Paris faw with fegrct the rettirn of

this \jnfortunate Prince. Thofe who were not tho-

roughly
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roughly acquainted with the invincible obftacles to

his fuccefs, attributed his retreat to the flender efforts

France had made in his favour ; they were incenfed

againft the Miniftry, which had made him the fport

of their politics : but the behaviour he foon after-

wards afllimed, diminilhed the concern they took in

his caufe, and rendered him an objeft of contempt and

even of averfion. Whether it were to (hake off the

recolleftion of his misfortunes, or from real in-

fenfibility, or in the hope of keeping up the alarms

of his rival King George, by his apparent fecurity,

while his mod zealous fupporters were dragging

to the fcaffold, he was oblerved affeding to fhew

himfelf in public, and being prefent at all the pub-

lic fpedtacles, balls, and feftivals, that took place

during the winter. He chofe for his miftrefs the

Princefs of Talmont, one of the moft extravagant

women of the Court, and the beft calculated to make
him lofe his glory and his reputation. At length he

plunged himfelf into debauchery and infamy, by

giving himfelf up to the moft fhameful excelfes of

thfe table. Some one of the perfons attached to him,

ventured to reprefent the indecency of his condudt

;

he defcribed to him the defolation of fo many illuf-

trious houfes, that mourned for having taken up his

defence : the Prince made an anfwer which we dare

nW repeat, and which, indeed, would not be cre-

dited i but the leaft difgufting fenfe of which was,

that he had already the fame ingratitude and the

fame hardnefs of heart as if he had been born upon

the throne. The real caufe of his ruin was his

diftruft of Lord Marflial. Being informed of the

frankncfs with which that Nobleman had fpoken to

the Cowt of France, the Pretender was diiplcafed

I with
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with him for it j liflening to his vile adulators,

he fcparated himfelf from him j and this zealous fcr-

vant, who, for thirty years pafc, had given the

ftrongeft proofs of liis attachment to the Houfe of

Stuart, repented of having made fo many facrificcs,

for a Prince, whom humiliation could not render

more worthy of the throne.

Undoubtedly, the moft remarkable event during

this winter was the fecond marriage of the Dauphin.

This Prince had loft his auguft confort from the con-

fequences of a lying-in. The grief he felt for this

lofs was extreme, and, if it had been neceflary to wait

the termination of his afflidlion, before a fecond mar-

riage had been propofed to him, the time would have

been too long for the impatience of France, which

faw with regret, that his only child was a daughter.

His tendernefs was obliged to yield to reafons of

State, and he confented to his, new nuptials. The
choice aftonilhed all the Powers, when it was known
that it had fallen upon a Princefs of Saxony—upon

the daughter of a King who filled the throne of the

father-in-law ofLewis XV.r—of a King in ftrift union

with their enemy, and who had lately feen the King

of Pruffia, in alliance with France, laying wafte his

dominions in concert with that Power. But the re-

fentment of Princes does not leave fuch deep vefti-

ges as that of individuals. The fame policy, which

obliges them eafily to forget benefits, prevails equally

in making them forget injuries, Befides, this was the

only Princefs who was moft fuitable to circumftances.

Spain had now no Princefs to beftow. Portugal, in-

deed, had one that was marriageable j but an alliance

with that kingdom, entirely under the influence of

^ngl^ad, prefented no advantage ; France ^Was in
'

war
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war with the King of Sardinia, whofe daughter,

though older, might otherwife have fuitcd ; the al-

liance with Bavaria had been recently too fatal to

wifh to renew it. Befides, Marflial Saxe, whofe

name was at that time fpread over France, and over

all Europe, being natural uncle to the young Princefs,

contributed not a little, by his infinuations, to de-

termine the Court of France to make this demand j

which, as it may be judged, was very agreeable to

the Court of Poland. The future Dauphinefs was not

the perfon the lead fatisfied.

The Duke de Richelieu, whofe favour was daily

increafing—employed alternately in war, in negotia-

tions, in intrigues of gallantry, and in ceremonies of

parade, and fo well adapted to all thefe feveral func-

tions—being appointed Ambaflador extraordinary

from the King, made the demand of this Princefs at

Drefdenj to whofe mind this circumftance recalled an

anecdote, which fhe has related herfelf atVerfailles

to the Abbe Foldini, her confefibr *. When (lie was

about thirteen years of age, Ihe was induced by cu-

riofity to vifit the monaftery of Ladies of the Holy
Sacrament at Warfaw. An old nun prefented her-

felf to the Princefs, and flopping her, took her by the

hand :
" Madam," faid fhe to her, " do you know

me ?—Yes, you are the mother St, Jean.—Cer-

tainly : but my name is alfo Dauphine j and I de-

clare to you, recolledl it one day, that one Bau^
•' phine, takes another Dauphine | by the hand." This

' * As this anecdote requires to be Aipported by authority, we
have taken it from the Life of the Dauphin^ father to Leviis XVI,

nurittenfrom the Memoirs of the Courts and prefented to the King

and Royalfamily by the Ahhe Proyart.

f Dauphine in French fignifies the Dau|>hinefi« and is alio a

proper name.

compliment.

<f
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1747. compliment, which would have been a flattering one,
*"~~~ had it not been made cxatflly at the time of the

Dauphin's firll marriage, was then very impertinent

and indecent. The great age of the prophetcfs

pleaded her excufe, and fhe was confidered merely as

a prating old woman. It has fince been alferted,

that this nun lived in great repute for fandity.

However this may be, the event, foretold or not,

took place at firft at Drefden, the nuptials being

confecrated by the Nuncio. The Princefs was con-

•7 Jan. veyed to a peninfula of the Rhine, near to the fortrcfs

of La Pile, where Prince Loubomiriki delivered her

into the hands of the Marfhal de la Fare, and of the

Dutchefs of Brancas, commiffioned by the King to

receive her.

The Courtifrs did not find her pretty. Two days

before Ihe arrived at Court, the King and the Dau-

phin fct forwards to meet her, which they did near

Brie-Comtc-Robert. The Princefs got out of her

carriage firft, and haftened to throw herfelf at the

King's feet, alking him for his friendfhip. His Ma-
jefty raifed her up, and having embraced her, pre-

fented her to the Dauphin.

The Dauphinefs muft have been poflefled of a

great many charms, to be able to obliterate from his

memory the one he lamented. Accordingly, when

the Dauphin, on the firft night of his nuptials, en-

tered her apartment, at the fight of feveral pieces of

furniture, which recalled this tender recolledion,

all the fenfations of griefacquired frefli force, and he

was ihcApabk of reftraining his tears. The Dauphi-

nefs obfcfred this, fhe feemed herfelf afFedted with it,

and faid to him : Sir, give a free "vent topur tears,

itnd do notfear tbaf IJhould ks offended h^ thm : they
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JJjeto me^ on the contrary^ what I have 4 right to expe^ 1747.

myfilfi if I amfortunate enough to deferve your e/ieem,

She really did deferve it, but never gained his heart

to fuch a degree a the preceding Dauphinefs had

poflefled it. She had, however, infinitely greater

refourccs in point of undcrltanding. Her education,

as that of all the northern PrinceflTes, had been

carefully attended to. Befide her native tongue, fhe

had been taught L.atin, French, Italian, hiftory, and

drawing : fcveral other ufeful and ornanrtentil ac-

quifitions had entered into the plan of her ftudies,

and her extraordinary eagernefs for information had

occafioned her to make great proficiency in every

thing. This gave an opportunity to Voltaire, that

delicate Courtier, fo (kilfiil in availing himfelfof

the inclinations and pallions of his mailers, the better

to flatter them, to addrefs the new Dauphinefs in

thofe philofophical ftanzas, which every one knows by

heart, and in which he makes an ingenious and lively

contraft between the bufy, ftudious, andaftive life of

the Dauphinefs, and the void, indolence, and taedium

of that of the Queen. His fatyrical genius was

hurtful to him upon this occafion. The Princefs

was lefs flattered with the encomiums which he la-

viflied upon her, than incenfed that he fhould think

her capable of approving the ridicule he call upon
her Majelly. He was obliged to difavow the piece,

and fince, when he had it printed, he retrenched the

name of the heroine, and fuppofed that it had been

written for an anonymous Princefs.

The fituation of the Dauphinefs, with refpedl to

the Queen, was a very embarrafling one. She could

not appear, without trembling, before a mother-in-

Jaw, whofe father had been dethroned by hcr's. Re-

ligion

1
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1747. ligion completed in time the extindion of thofe fen-
"^

timents of averfion in the heart of her Majefly,

which policy could only reftrain* But the young

Princefs concurred as much as in her power to pro-

duce this change* The third day after her mar-

riage, according to etiquette, Ihe was to wear the

pifture of the King her father in a bracelet. Al-

though they had already made mutual proteftations

very fincerely to each other, to forget the paft, yet

we may judge how much the daughter of Staniflaus

' muft feel, at feeing the portrait of Auguftus III.

fparkle before her eyes, as it were in triumph, in her

own palace. Part of the fatal day had already elapfed,

before any one had the boldnefs to look upon this

ornament, more briliant than any the Dauphinefs

had hitherto worn. The Queen firft ventured to

Ipeak, and caft her eyes upon it j This- is (hen, my
daughter, laid ftie, the piSlure of the Kingyour father ?

TeSy Mamma, anfwered the Dauphinefs, prefenting

her arm to her Majefty j fee how like it is. It was

the picture of Staniflaus. Accordingly, fince that

time, both the King and the Queen, penetrated with

gratitude for this piece of gallantry, in which the

heart was ftill more concerned than the underftand-

ing, adopted her as their daughter, and lived upon

the beft terms with her and all her family.

The Dauphin's nuptials could not take place,

without the whole kingdom participating in them

by public rejoicings. The balls at Verfailles par-

ticularly attraded their attention j fome anecdotes

pafled there, which deferve to be recorded. It is

well known, that at the Bal-pare, nothing is admitted

but what is magnificent ; the Noblemen, the moft

ftreightened in their circumftances, are obliged to

exhauft
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exhauft their finances to appear there with eclat, 1747'

The tradefmen of Paris, always eager to partake of

the plcafures of the Court, are very defirous of going

there ; but they can only attend as fimple Ipeftators.

The women are no lefs defirous of making their ap-

pearance. Thcfe are placed upon raifed feats, in

order that they may be feen, and great care is taken

to choolc the prettieft of them to be expofed to the

view of the Court : the men are ranged upon the

fide. One perfon having put himfelf on a feat de-

figned for others, the officer of the body-guards

wanted to turn him out ; he refifted ; but the officer

infifting, the Gentleman, who, without doubt, had

reafons for being in difguife, growing outrageoufly

impatient, addrefled him to the following purport

:

Tou be d—di Sir, and if that does notfuityou, I am fucb

a one. Colonel of the regiment of Champagne. This

quarrel made fome noife, and was fpread throughout

the faloon. Soon after, a Lady, who was alfo de-

fired to change her place, finding herfelf too much
troubled, cried out j Tou may do what you pleafe, but I

am alfo of the regiment of Champagne. Since that period,

this phrafe, fubftituted to the too ftrong expreflion

of the Colonel, has paflied into a proverb, and fays

the fame thing in a more decent manner.

The mafked ball is more open ; for with tickets

every perfon is indifcriminately admitted. The Mar-

chionefs of Pompadour was apprehenfive, that ad-

vantage would be taken of this fcftival, to feparate

the King from her. She was upon her guard, and

fo well ferved by her emiflaries, that the feveral at-

tempts of the women, who had views upon the heart

of the Monarch, failed, or at lead were attended with

no difagreeable confequences to her. One original

and

'»!

r n

l\

IJ i

II

mi



304

1747

*,

t6 Apr!I|

1746.

1 Nov.

1746.

THE PRIVATE LIFE
and comical fcenc made a diverfion from the adven-

tures of gallantry, and amufed the Monarch much.

A buffet, fplendidly furnilhed, offered refrelhments

in profufion to the performers at the ball. A ma(k

in a yellow domino came there frequently, and made
dreadful havock among the cooling liquors, the ex-

quifite wines, and all the folid provifions. No fooner

did this maik difappear, than he came back again

more thirfty and more hungry than ever. He was

obferved by fome mafks, who fliewed him to others.

The yellow domino became the objeft of univerfal

curiofity. His Majefty wiflied to fee him, and,

anxious to know whom he was, had him followed ;

it was found that this was a domino belonging in

comnK>n to the hundred Swifs, who putting it on

alternately, fucceeded each other at this poft, which

was not the worft in the room. It i» well known
that one of the hundred Swifs, who is equal to three

or foiir men in corpulence, devours full as much as

ten ; fo that it was juft as if a thoufand mouths had

been fed at the buffet.

The moft diftinguiihed Nobleman at the nuptials

of the Dauphinefs was Marflial Saxe. The glory of

this hero covered too well the flaw of his birth, for

the Princefs to difavow fuch a relation. All France

regretted, not to have given him birth ; they envied

his country this happinefs, and had juft adopted

him : he, who was a Frenchman at heart, defired to

be confidered as fuch, and had afked and obtained

letters of naturalization., After the battle of Raucoux,

the King had given him fix pieces of canon, from

among thofe that had been taken from the enemy.

It is thus that Lewis XIV. had ibrmerly rewarded

Villars. At length he had lately appointed him
Marlhal
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Marflial General of his camps and armies, a title

formerly granted to Turenne. So many diftinfiions,

though fo juftly merited, could not fail of exciting

the jealoufy of the Courtiers, and efpecially of the

Miniflers, againft this foreigner, (for he was ftill con-

fidered in that light) inafmuch as he gained more
and more the confidence of his Majefty. They fe-t

folved to labour efFedually at peace, in order to ftop

the courfe of his triumphs, and his incredfe of au-

thority.

In cdnfequerice ofthe King's propofals, conferehces

Were holden at Bredaj where the Marquis of Puy-

fieux had been fent in quality of Minifter Plenipo-

tentiary from France, to confult with thofe of Eng-
land and Holland upon the means of reconciliation

between the Powers. The refignation of the Mar-
quis d'Argenfon, which happened during this inter-

val, retarded the great bufinefs which was now in

agitation. It has already been obferved, that, the

department of foreign affairs was neither fuicable to

his turn of iriind nor to his charaftqr. Difguft, and

his averfion to perpetual dilTimulation, which was

always contradictory to his chearful difpofition, and

to his franknefsi appear to be the only motives that

can have induced him to retire, for which want of

health is the ufual pretence upon fuch occafionsi In

order not to lofe the thread of the negotiations al-

ready begun, M. de Puyfieux was promoted to the

vacant miniftry. This reafon of propriety was

nearly alfo the only one of his elevation, tte was

fucceeded in his fundtions at Breda by M. Diitheil,

Secretaiy of the King's clofec, who was full as able

as he. The Englifh, who were not yet founded--^

who had obtained coaHdeiable advantages at fea,
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1 747. and flattered themfelves with more, and who faw that
"

they had nothing but reftitutions to make at the

, peace—gave little credit to the 'moderation of

Ijewis XV. Before they concluded, they wiflied to

retaliate upon the inhabitants of France, the terror

which the Pretender, at the inftigationof that Power,

had excited in the three kingdoms. They did not

Jpeak fincerely, and fpun out their negotiations.

They had juft received an humiliation at Port

rOrient, and this was an additional incitement to

their vanity : for they wiflied to wipe off this ftain

by fome more fortunate expedition. Their projeft

had been, while devaftation was carrying on in Pro-

vence, to ruin this port, and with it the India Com-
pany—to make themfelves mafters of Port Lewis,

which would have fallen after Port I'Orient—to

lay Brittany under contributions to excite an infur-

reftion among the Calvinifts towards la Rochelle, as

towards Languedoc and the Dauphiny. A miflrake

occafioned the failure of this enterprize on the one

part i while, on the other, they were repulfed by the

courage, fltill, and genius of Marflial Belleifle.

We may judge of the itate of the coaft: when

the enemy appeared there, from the following ac-

count of it, written by an old ofiicer who com-
manded at Port Lewis.

I perceived," faidhe, "on the 28 th ofSeptember,

a fleet, which feems to multiply ad infinitum;

but I fliall eafily make head againfl: this Anglican

" nation*' On the 2d of Oftober, he wrote:

They are landed at Polduc, with three hundred and

fifty flat-bottom boats, and fifty-five men of

war. If we had muflcets, wc could beat them

;

« but
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'* but the peafants have no arms except pitch-
** forks.'*

The defcent was effedled without opppofition by

General Sinclair, with five thoufand regulars. The
French Commandant, whofe name was I'Hopital,

had fome artillery and twelve thoufand militia. The
Englifli having threatened to fpread fire and fword

in every part> if they met with any refiftance, the

French were feized with terror, and they capitulated

the firft day of the attack, that is, five days after the

landing j for this time had been loft by the enemy,

^and the French had not turned it to better advan-

tage. It feemed as if there were a challenge be-

tween them, who fliould commit the moft faults. In-

ftead of beating the cham.ade, the drums of the mi-

litia, little acquainted with their exercife, beat the

general. Sinclair was at a lofs to know what this

meant, and was apprehenfive of fome treachery. In

the mean while the wind fiiifted j of which Admiral

Leftock gave notice by a fignal. The Englifli think-

ing they Ihould be attacked, without being able to

reimbark, were feized with a panic. They fled be-

fore the French, who were bringing them the keys,

«nd were aftoni(hed to find no one in the camp. They
got nothing but ridicule and hootings, and went to

laad at Quiberon, a fmall defert and arid ifland.

This was a piece of revenge, as ill contrived as the

former was ill executed : it was a new folly added to

the firft.

The Dutch were not more rcfolute, or rather, theif

^public was divided into two faftions. The Mer-

chants were fincerely dcfirous of peace j but the No-
bility, encouraged by the fadtion of the Prince of

Grange—which flattered itfclf, that by the continuation

X 2 ^
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of the war a change would be brought about in the

"~"
Adrninidration, and that it might avail itfelf of the

troubles for it's own aggrandizement—was oppoled

to the other party, and prevailed over i t. To force

them to agree, by infpiring them with a falutary

terror, it was refolved that the Dutch (hould be more

clofely preffed.

The Abbe de la Ville, the King's Minifter at the

17 April, Hague, prcfented to the States General from his

mafter, a declaration ; the fubftance of which was,

that in the fame manner as they had fent, in 1744,

forty thoufand of their troops into the plains of

Lifle and Cifoing, upon the territory of France,

without intending to make war againft the King i fo

his Majefty—who was obliged by the circumftances,

and for the prefervation of the conquefts he had ob-

tained over the Queen of Hungary, to make his

troops enter upon the territories of the Republic—had

yet no defign to break with them, but only to pre-

vent the dangerous effects of the proteftion granted

by the Republic to the Queen ofHungary's troops,

—

promifing likewife to confiider the countries and

place!>, which his Majefty's troops Ihould be obliged

to occupy for their own fecurity, meerly as a depofit,

which he engaged himfelf to reflorc, as foon as the

United Provinces fhould furnifii no more fuccours

to his enemies.

This notice was a fignal for hoftilities, ai^d was

followed by rapid conqueils, which aflonilhed the

Dutch, and gave birth to the event, v/hich w?«' the

obje(5t of the Duke of Cumberland's negotiations at

the Hague during the winter. \

The Prince of NalTau was declared Stadtholder,

Admiral and Captain General of the United Provin-

.

'

ces.

4 May.
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17 May,

ces, firft by the people, and afterwards by the States i747-

General, in all the provinces. Soon after, the nation, "-

'

in the firft moments of their enthufiafm, laboured to

make thefe chains indiflbluble, by declaring, as tiiey

had done in favour of William III. afterwards King

of England, the Stadtholderfhip hereditary in this

lioufe, even in favour of the female lincj upon con-

dition, however, that the Princefles who were to in-

herit, fhould not have married either a King or an -

Elector. The Didatorfliip is the model of the

Stadtholder's dignity; but the Romans did not car-

ry their adulation fo far, as to expofe themfelves to

have a female Dictator.

The Republic wanted a protestor, and not a maf-

ter. The appointment of the Stadtholder did not

prevent the King's army, which had entered into

Zeeland a fortnight before, from advancing, and

taking feveral places, in fight of the enemy's troops.

The negotiations were then fufpendcd. M. Van
Hoey continued ftill to refide in France, in quality

of AmbaOadorj but the French did what they could

to difguft him, by raillery, and by turning him into

ridicule j he was not the fort of man to put up with

this. One evening, when he was at fupper at the

Marquis de la Fontaine's, at the defert a large Dutch

cheefc was b^'ought upon the table : Monfietir-PAin-

bajfadeur, faid,the mafter of the houfe to him, bar is

fome of the fruit of your country^ The Ambafiador

could, not itand this-j he rofe up hallily, put his

hand into his pocket, and throwing a handful of

ducats upon the table, cried out. There's fojue too,

A little time after he left Paris.

Meflieurs Dutheil and Macanas, Plenipotentiaries

of France and Sp^in, declared, on their part, to the

X 3 Miniiitrrs
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1 747. Miniftcrs of the other Powers, that the proximity

'

of the armies did not allow the conferences to be

holden at Breda, and that their mafters would con-

fent that a Congrefs fhould be holden at Treves, at

Cologn, or at Aix-la-Chapelle.

The King made this fourth campaign, and gained

in perfon, againft the Duke of Cumberland, the bat-

luiy. tie of Lawfcld, lefs contefted and more bloody than

that of Fontenoi—where Count Clermont and Count

d'Etrees fignalized themfelves—where the Count of

Baviere was killed, and General Ligonier taken pri-

foncr.. His Majefty flept that night, where the

Engliih Prince had flept the night before.

The French did not ftop : Bergen-op-Zoom, fur-

named the virgin town, was befieged :— this fortrefs,

which had defied the genius of Spinola, was one of

the ftrongeft places in the Low Countries, from it's

i.".tifications, and from the morafles which furround

it, and prevent it from being entirely inverted.

The circumftance which ought to have infpired

the inhabitants with greater fecurity upon this

occafion, was, that it had the advantage of being

continually fupplied with frefh troops. It kept up a

communication with Count Swartzenberg's army,;

which could not be cut off. It was valour alone

that was to get the better of this city, which was

^S Sept. taken by aflault, after feventy-five days open trenches.

The plunder of it could not be prevented, which is

the moft powerful allurement to the foldier, in thefe

fort of expeditions. A confiderable booty was col-

leded from it. This conqueft was owing to Count
Lowendhal. This Danifh Nobleman, a companion
to Marlhal Saxe, was not fo great a Commander as he,

but he was one of the beft-informed men in Europe ,-

it
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It is even faid, that he fpoke fourteen languages. He I747«

took the fame care of preferving his troops, as the —

^

Marfhal, and, in his letter to that General, he com-

putes his lofs at 400 men only, and that of the ene-

my at 5000, either killed or wounded : a very ex-

traordinary difproportion, which proves to how great

a degree he poffefled this rare quality. The King,

when he was informed of the capture of Bergen-op-

Zoom, remarked, as a humiliating circumftancc to

France, that his two greateft Captains were foreign-

ers, and that the kingdom produced no more fuch

as it formerly did : The reafon of thaty replied the

Prince of Conti, who was prefent, is, that our women

give themfelves up to their footmen. Madame dc

Lowendhal coming in to the Monarch, he received

her as the wife of a hero, and faid to her ; Madam,
every body willgain by this conquefi j Iprefent your huf-

band with the baton of Marfhal^ and 1 hope to deliver

my fubje^s from the fcourge ofwar. He appointed, at

the fame time, Marlhal Saxe Commandant of the

Netherlands; and before he left the campaign, he

appeared again as eager for peace, as if he had been

beaten. The Abbe de U Ville was commiflioned to

declare to the States General, that his mailer's prin-

ciples of moderation had not undergone any change

from his new vidtories.

The Dutch, convinced at laft of the fincerity of

Lewis XV. thought feriouily of availing themfelves

of this opening. They prefled England to accede

to it, and the Earl of Sandwich wrote to the Mar- is Sept*

quis de Puyfieux, to propofe to him to refume the

conferences for a peace at Aix-la-Chapelle. The
propofal was accepted, and foon produced that af-

tonilhing treaty, in which France, which had ex-

^ . X 4 haufted
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hau{^ed it's bloqd and treafure in this war, though

yidorious for five years, did not only reap no advan-

tage, ^nd require no indemnity, but fubniitted even

tQ recpive the law it might have didlared.

We have, been at Aix-la-Chapelle, where we have

ften the hall in which the conferences were holden,

the table on which the Peace was figned, and where

the following anecdote has been related to us. The

j^arl of Sandwich—who was furprized at the facility

l^e met with from the King's Plenipotentiaries, who

alked for nothing, who acceded to every thing, and

who grantjed. eye.ry thing—apprehending fom^ under-

hand game, had written to his fpies at Verfaillcs, who
h^d anfwered him, that he might proceed with fe-

curity j that ' they were certain of the Minifters,

^ho were too jealous of the afcendant which Mar-

Ihal Saxe had oyer the Monarch, and of the favour-

ite, wl-\o was tirpd of a wandering life : that they

lyere all leagued together, to put vr end to the war

at any rate. The navy was becoming more and

jnorc the vjeak fide of France; and it was by

exaggerating the lofles of the kingdom in this

branch, as well as thpfe it. was ftill threatened witb,

that Lewis XV. was intimidated, and induced to

piake facrifices the moil injurious to his glory.

It is true, that in 1746 the fquadron of the Dukq
d'Anville had failed in an enterprize againft Acadia.

The mifundcrftanding that prevailed among thq

CaptainsT—jealous of this Nobleman, w|iom they

called an_ intruder, becaufg.he.had not pafTed through

all the inferior fteps—was the caufe of it. Not only

they refufed to direft his inexperience, but they con-

tributed alfo to make him cpmmit miftakes, which

^hey afterwards reproached him with, and of which

hQ
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he died from grief. The Englifli had taken the i747»

MarSt and the remains of the fcattered fleet had
'

brought nothing but the plague back to Breft, as the

fole confcquence of their expedition. But M. Du«
bois de la Motte, who had ferved with Dugue Trou-

in, efcorting a fleet of merchantmen to St. Domin-
go, with only one man of war, le Magnanimey of

feventy-four guns^ and the frigate rEioile, of forty,

had defended himfelf againft four Englilh rnen of

war, two of which were of eighty guns, had put

them to flight, and had arrived fafc in port to the

place of his deilination : and M. de la Bourdon-

nais, Governor of the ille of Bourbon, after having

beaten and difperfcd, with a fquadron of nine fhips, 15 Sept.

the Englifli fleet under Admiral Barnet, had made a

defcent near the city of Madrafs, had taken pofleflion „ sept.

of it, and had received 1,100,000 pagodas for it's

ranfom, together with ammunition and merchandize

to the- amount of 500,000 pagodas, making in all,

from thirteen to fourteen millions of livres *
i and

M' Dupleix, Governor of Pondicherry, thinking

thefe terms too advantageous for the enemy, had

refufed to ratify them.

: In 1747, the King's navy had been prodigioufly

weakened, in two unequal aftions it had had to fuf-

tain J and the pride of the Englifli had increafed up-

on this. The firfl: had taken place near Cape Finif- 14 jun*

terre, between the fquadron of the Marquis de la

Junquiere, confifting only of four Ihips and five

frigates, and the naival armament of Admiral Anfoi^,

in which were fixteen fliips of the line, which .had

furrounded the French in fuch a manner, that not one

** From near five hundred and forty-two thoufand, to upwards

of five hundred and eighty thoufand pounds.
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of themcfcaped. The fccond had pafled in America^

where the naval force of Admiral Hawke, confiding

of twenty veflels of the firft fize, had fallen in witli

thp fquadron of M. de I'Eftenduere, compofed only

of eight fhips, of which none had cfcaped, except the

Admiral's ihip, and ie Tonnant, on board of which was

M. de Vaudreuil, a fimple Captain of a fhip ; who,

by a bold and (kilful manoeuvre^ had taken /'/«-

irepide ia tow. But the two fleets, under the efcort

of both thefe fquadrons, had arrived at the place of

their deflination.

At the beginning of 174&, le Magnanimet com-
manded by Count Albert, on her return from Ame-
rica, being difmafted by a ftorm, had been obliged to

furrender, but after an engagement of eight hours^

fuftained againil four fhips of th« enemy.

In a word, M. de Moutlouet, both upon the eoafV

of Guinea, and in America, where he had met witK

the Englilh in greater force, had extricated himfelf

with dexterity and firmnefs from thefe two hazardous

fituations.

From thefe circumftances it appears, that if the

Royal navy had fallen a facrifice, it had been, ac-

cording to the policy of an intelligent Government,

in the fupport of trade and of the Colomes. The
State was ftill nourilhed by commerce, and the

French privateers had juft been encouraged, by re-

wards very fit to excite them, to fupport the weak-

5 March, nefs of the Royal navy. There appeared an ordi-

nance, in which, by confent of the High Admiral,

the tenth of the prizes taken at fea, which were his

profit, was not to be dedufted till further orders.,. ,,

The Colonies might ftill prove very troublefome

to England. If Cape Breton had pafled under their

dominion-^
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dominion, Madrafs was in our hands : if Admiral

Knowlcs had fcizcd upon Fort Lewis at St. Domin-

go, the Englifli were ftiil uncertain of the event of

the fif< J of Pondichcrri ; which they were, in fadl,

obligea to raifc, on account of the ftnc defence made

by M. Dupleix.

There would have been reafon, therefore, for dif-

puting a long time on the fide of France, if the Count

de Saint Severin d'Arragon, who was the reprefenta-

tive of that kingdom, had been authorized to do ir.

But the refolutions were taken ; and the EngliHt

negotiator, who knew the inftrudtions of his adver-

fary, availed himfelf of them. His mafter, without

being very defirous of peace, was in want of it, either

to fecure his throne, and quiet the ferment excited

in his dominions by ;:he irruption of the Pretender—

or to put an end to the enormous fubfidies he was

obliged to furnilh—or, in a word, to fatisfy the folici-

tations of Holland, which prefled him to it, and even

of the new Stadtholder, whofe dignity would have

vaniflied with the Republic. So urgent was the ne-

ceffity of aflifting this ally, that the King had been

obliged to fend for defenders from the north, and to

keep 30,000 Ruffians in pay. In a word, though he

might flatter himfelf with the hope of obtaining, in

procefs of time, all the French pofleffions in Ameri-

ca, it was to be apprehended that his Majefty's

arms might make a more rapid progrefs m Europe.

The Queen of Hungary had her rich provinces in

Flanders to recover, which Marfhal Saxe opprefled

with enormous contributions, and which muft necef-

farily be niore and more laid wafte. It was the fault

of this General to be fond of money, and to exert

prodigious vexations on the conquered people. The
6 fuperb
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THE PRIVATE LIFE
fuperb Promemdcy called the Cours, at the city of

Bruflels, he had caufed to be bought three or four

times, and, whenever he wanted money, he threatened

to cut it up. The Queen could not but lofe by the

continuation of the war, and fhe terminated it with

glory, after having placed her hufband upon the

Imperial throne. She gave up only what did not

belong to her, and what, in fad, flie could not flat-

ter herfelf with being-able to preferve. The Kings

of Prulfia and Sardinia, who were the only gainers in

this conteft, were very glad to confirm their new

acquifitions by a definitive and general treaty.

Although the King of Spain might be very indif-

ferent with regard to thofe interefls which had influ-

enced Philip V. yet his attention was necefTarily

taken up in preventing the difmembering of his do-

minions in the new world, which were threatened by

the Englifh navy j and he acquired, without any fur-

ther efFufion of blood, a portion of Italy, as the pa-

trimony of his brother.

The invefting of Maeftricht, by the fineft martial

manoeuvre that had been contrived for a long time,

was the laft effort France had to make. This was

alfo one of the aftions of Marfhal Saxe, who con»

eluded as he had begun. He carried his projed in-

to execution with the concurrence of two men, who,

perhaps, were each of them fingylar in their way,

M. de Cremilles, Quarter. Mafter Ger^al of the ar-

my, and M, Paris Duverney, as famous for his art of

procuring fubfiftence, as the firft was for his niethod

of ordering his marches. The march, upon this oc-

cafion, was fo contrived, that the ene,my, being equal-

ly alarmed for Maeftricht, Luxembourg and Breda,

divided their forces, and thus facijitated the invcfl:ing

•< '
'' ' '

^
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of the firft of thefc places. But the General, who 1748.

knew that peace was near, fpared the blood of the

foldiers, and carried on the fiege but flowly. Never-

thelcfs, the Marquis de Bifiy, an officer of great

hopes, and already diftinguilhed by his exploits, was ^
killed there by a canon-ball.

This laft ftroke of the invefting of MaeftHcht,

haftened the fignature of the preliminaries,^ 'till the

definitive conclufion, which took place in O6tober.

By the principal claufcs of the treaty, all the con-

quefts on every fide were reciprocally reftored : thfc

Infant Don Philip acquired the dutchies of Parma,

Placentia and Guaftalla ; the King of Sardinia kept

nearly what had been ceded to him by the treaty of

Worms i the Duke of Modena was re-eftablifhed in

his dominions ; and the Republic of Genoa in theirs

:

England preferved all the advantages of her com-

merce with Spain j the treaty of the quadruple alli-

ance was maintained, for the order of fucceffion to

the crown of Great Britain ; the treaty fettled in fa-

vour of the Queen of Hungary, by the Pragmatic

Sanction, was guaranteed to her, as was alfo Silefia, '<:.

and the county of Glatz, to the King of Pruflia. In

a word, the Grand Duke was acknowledged Emperor

by all the Powers. • *

The French nation found two principal faults with

this treaty. 1"^^ ^^^ ^^^ a claufe which ftipulated,

that the fortifications of the city of Dunkirk Ihould

remain in the fame Hate they were j which announced

more than moderation in the King, fince it was

weaknefs. The fecond, was the expulfion of the

Pretender, after having called him into France, en- .

couraged him with the moft brilliant profpeds, and

having made him ferve as a puppet for our defigns,

m

:

('

ii\
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1748. at the rifque of his life : this was meannefs and perfidy*
"""

Accordingly, the Pretender, who was now nothing

more to us than the Chevalier dc Saint George, not

being able to perfuade himfelf, that they would carry

their infamy fo far as to take him off by force, had

not attended to all the hints that had been given

to him on this fubjeft, and the Government were

obliged to give orders to the Duke de Biron, Colonel

of the regiment of French guards, to arreft him*

This lingular event paffed at the opera. The King

had previoufly informed M. de Vaudreuil, a Major

in the guards, that he muil take this bufinefs upon

himfelf: and he apprized him of two circumftances

^—one, that the Prince always went armed—the other>

that he had threatened to kill himfelf, if they laid

hands upon him. The King told him, that he muft

anfwer to him with his life, for feizing upon the

Prince without any difagreeable accident. M. de

Vaudreuil, having obtained carte blanche from his

Majefty, with regard to the manner of executing

the fcheme—upon a provifo,neverthelefs, of conduc-

ing it with all the refpedtful decency due to the pcr-

fon^ and eonfiftent with the circumftances—made all

his difpofitions. The opera was begun : the entrance

into it was then in a cul-de-fac : the Pretender came,

and, as foon as he was got out of his carriage, all the

avenues were clofed, and he found himfelf a prifoner

before he fufpefted it. M. de Vaudreuil announced

his orders, and fhewed them to him ; he then alked

; his leave to fearch him. He protefted, and even

gave his word of honour, that he had no arms.

» The Major, however, having caufed his grenadiers

to prefs him clofely, fevcral piftols were found upon

him. He was put into a coach, and conduced to

Vincennes,
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Vincenncs, where there was a fupper ordered for him.

He faw but one cover laid, defircd more, and en-

gaged M. de Vaudreuil and the other officers to fup

with him. He lived here three days, in this man-

ner ; after which he was conduced to the bridge of

Beauvoifm, which made him give up all thoughts of

returning into France,

All Paris was incenfed ac this condud: it was

compared to that of Lewis XIV. ; and it is properly

at this Ihameful period that began the general con-

tempt for the Sovereign and his miftrefs, which con-

tinued increafing to the end. The King, indeed,

when he laid afide his cuirafs, feemed to give up his

glory, and even the love of his people, in delivering

up the reins of empire to his miftrefs, whofe odious

fway was to continue uninterruptedly till the time of

her death.

This contempt broke out for the firft time in fome

fatyrical verfes, written upon this outrage committed

againft Prince Edward ; in which, fpeaking of this

illuftrious exile, Lewis XV, was addrefled in the fol-

lowing words

:

A King, tho' captive, what art thou enthron'd * ?

After which, the nation was thus addrefled ; -

Thou once proud nation, now fo fervile grown,

Forfak'ft the Monarch driven from the throne f.

The eagernefs of the public in colleAing thefe

pieces, in getting them by heart, and commuQi-

• II efl: Rol dans les fers; qu'etes-voas fur le trone?

f Peuple, jadis fl fier, aujourd'hui fi fervile.

Pes Princes maiheureux vou4 n'etes plus I'afyle I

319
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eating them to each othcfi proves that the readers

adopted the lentiments of the poet |. Madame de

Pompadour was not forgotten in them. By a paral-

lel not lefs humiliating, /he was compared to Agnes

Sorel, or, under this general name) to the Dutchefs

of Chateaujc-roux j iand it was fheWn how much Ihe

was inferior to her. She ordered thfe moli ftrid: in-

quiries to bfc made after tht writers, hawfcers, and

diftributors of thefe pamphlets j and the Baftile was

foon filled with prifoners. Some of them were even

put on the Mount Saint-Michel, in the famous iron

fcagc. It is a horrid place, where one can heither

ftand upright nor lie down. Here it was that M.
Desforges was confined, who ^as accufed of being

author of the verfes we have been fpedking of. M.
de Broglio, Abbe of Saint-Michel, compaflionaLting

his fate, obtained his delivery at the end of feverdl

years, and recommended him for Secretary to his

brother, the Duke de Broglio i who, when he became

Marfhal of France, appointed him Commiflary of

Mufters. Among the reft, we may diftinguifli M.
de Mairobert, ftridtly confined for a long' time in the

Baftile ; and M. de Refleguier, a Knight of Malta.

The firft had not made any verfes, but he diftributed

them. Some perfon reprefented to him, that he

would get himl'elf confined : So much the better^ faid

he, it makes a man illujirious. He has fince htcn' ap-

pointed Cenfor Royal, and has^ enjoyed fucceflrvely

the confidence of M. de Maleftierbes, of M. de Sar-

tirter, ofM. Albert, dfM'. le'l^oir, and' of M. le Ca-

mus de Nevillcf, the feveral Dlr'edtors of the Publi-

} We fhall infert in the Appendix, fotil^ df the poems ma^e on

this occafioD, N*' iV.

cauonSt
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cations. M. de RefTeguier has been reproached witli

having had the meannefs, after having compofed

fome verfes againft Madame de Pompadour, to make
others in her praife.

A Minifter, who was a friend of the King's, who
might have thought himfelf unmoveably fixed in

his favour, if ever a Courtier could xlatter himfelf

with being fo j or if birth, long fervices, attachment

to his mafter, wit, chearfiilnefs, and the gift of

pleafing, could preferve from difgrace , foon became

himfelf an objedl of the favourite's vengeance. Count

Maurepas, whom we may eafily have known from

this defcription, had already indulged himfelf in

fome jefts upon the Marchionefs, which the King

had laughed at. One day, at Marly, flie found un-

der her napkin four verfes, in which Ihe was ridi-

culed upon an infirmity common to the fex. The
affront was certainly fuch as no woman could have

forgiven. The attack was the more cruel upon

her, as it was difclofing to the whole kingdom a

fecret complaint, which even her lover was unac-

quainted with. But the crime of thefe verfes could

never be brought home to the Count, for they

were in fa£t too bad, and unworthy of him. The
fufpicion, however, was fufficient, and he receive

orders to refign his employmems. M. Rouille, who

never had known any thing abotit ports, was asp-

pointed to his department ; this gave occafion to

play upon his name, by i'aying : tbaf the conducting

of the navy was given to a rOulier *. Count d'Ar-

genfon had the department of Paris, and that of

all the fluds in the kingdom, ^ .

•

32t
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It is not ufual to do juftice to a Minifter while

he is in difgrace ; accordingly, people did not fail

to pafs heavy cenfures upon the new exile, and to

decry his adminiftration. But it is our duty, as be-

ing better able to appreciate this matter, to corredt

this blind, hafty, and paffionate opinion of the co-

temporaries j and we may venture to aflert that pof-

terity, more equitable, will confider Count Maure--

pas as the bell Minifter in the marine department

under Lewis XV. If we confider the weak ftate in

which he found it, at the beginning of the war, and

the want of money which he always experienced at

this unfortunate period, we fliall be furprized at

what he effefted with fuch flender means. Forefee-^

ing, long before, a rupture w .h England, he* had

taken care to victual the colonies, to get in all

the merchantmen, and to put himfelf out of danger

of being injured in any part at the commencement

of maritime hoftilities. By chis precaution, he

contrived a refource for himfelf in trades for the

merchants, being thoroughly fatisfied with efcaping

from the power of a formidable enemy, afterwards

readily confented to pay a duty of efcort for their

convoys j a duty which fupplied Count Maurepas

with the extraordinary funds he wanted for his de-

partment to, v/hich the public treafury refufed to

contribute. He managed thefe fuccours with fo

much ceconomy, that the payment of the workmen,

and of the failors, was never difcontinued in the

arfenals. He diftributed the efcorts fo well, that

the feveral convoys in every part reached their def-

tination. We have feen that the only colony loft

in the courfe of the war was Cape Breton, and this

was by the fault of the officer appointed to relieve

it.
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it. Befides, we were mailers of Madrafs, a coni-

penfation more than fufficientj and the trade of India

was not interrupted.

Let us now examine what has happened under

the fucceflbrs of this Minifler ? In 1756, when
the navy was re-eftabliflied, when money was pro-

fufely laviftied to fupport it, yet commerce was

ruined almoft before the commencement of the

war. Since that time, we have loft all our fliips,

and almoft all our pofteiTions in America and the

Indies. And in the prefent war of 1778, when we
congratulate ourfelves upon having a navy no lefs

brilliant than that of Lewis XV. and when the eit-

pences of it are more enormous than ever, who has

not heard the complaints of our mercantile ports,

already laid wafte ? Our faflories on the coafts of

Coromandel and Malabar, are they not already

taken? and are not the ports of Indoftan and China

Ihut up from US r

The only fault of adminiftration Count Maufepas

can be taxed with, was the want of firmnefs in pu-

nifliing. Had he begun by fome ftriking example,

at the time of the difcord arifen in the fquadroil 6(

the Marquis d*Antin j—had he beheaded fonie of

the mutineers in that of the Duke d'AnvillCj for irt-

ftance, that Maifon-fort, infinitely more culpable

than Admiral Byng, fince fhot in England—or that

Poulkonqur, who being at anchor at the Ifland of

Re, fufFered hiix^felf fooliflily to be boarded by a

privateer of the enemy, which had Dipt under

French colours amongft his convoy, and to be car-
.,

ried off without refiftance by a much inferior veftel j

—he would have rendered a material fervice to the

^^3
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1748. State, and prevented many faults and misfortunes.

But this fatal want of vigour was lefs owen to him
than to his Maftcr and the Government.

Madame de Pompadour, while (lie was fecuring

and extending her empire during peace, foon felt

the weight of a burthen which ihe had at the fame

time impofed upon herfelf. Lewis XV. who had

been diflipated by the journeys, by the difference

of places, the tumult of the camp, and the motions

of the army, fell into a ftate of languor and deprcf-

fion, from which it was neceflary to rouze him by

every kind of exertion. The favourite was fond

of the arts, Ihe called them to her afliftance, and con-

trived for her royal lover amufements he was before

a ftranger to.

For fome time paft, the Government had ordered

attempts to be made to produce in France, china

fimilar. to that of Saxony. Thefc attempts had

been fiiccefsful. The Marchionefs deterrriined the

King to eftablifh a manufactory of this kind a^ the

24 July. Caftle of Vincennes, and afterwards to transfer it to

Sevc, where a vaft and magnificent building was

erected within reach of VerfailJes. The two lovers

went there often, encouraged the works by their

prefence, and gave birth to thofe chef-d*oeuvres of

a pafte more vitrifiabTe indeed than that of China,

but infinitely fuperior to it, as well as to the

European china, in the elegance of the forms, the

regularity of the defigns, and the livelinefs of the

colouring. To fupport this manufafture, which was

very dear, and to procure a vent for it, his Majefty

caufed the produce of it to be brought every year

into his palace, where the pieces were difplayed, and

the Courtiers invited to purchafe them. *"

Lewis
/l.l.^..»-4
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Lewis XV. always kept up this cuftom, even af-

ter the death of the Marchionefs; and the following

anecdote is known to every one. The Abbe de

Pernon, a young Counfcllor of the Parliament, was

engaged with tlie reft in admiring the choiceft pieces

of this manufadory in the gallery of Verfailles,

when the King pafling by faid to him : PFelly i'yllk't

take thati it is beautiful i and at the Hime time

fhewed him what was moft magnificent. Sir, re-

plied the Abbe, / am neither great man enough, nor

rich enough.—Take it neverthelefsy replied the King,

a good Abbey will fay for all. Accordingly, his

Majefty meeting the Grand Almoner, ordered him

to confer the beft vacant benefice upon the Abbe de

Pernon.

We have obferved, that Madame de Pompadour

was a very good aclrefs. Plays were frequently

performed at the petits apparteme/iSy where the moft

illuftrious and graveft perfons of the Court culti-

vated this art to amufe the King. It is to her we
owe that theatrical tafte, which has generally feized

upon the whole kingdom of France j which has pre-

vailed among the Princes, the great, and the tradef-

men j which has penetrated even into the con-

vents; and which, infedling manners from infancy,

on account of the multitude of pupils that are

wanted for fo many theatres, has carried corruption

to it's height.' '
-

.
-

.,

The Marchionels put players upon a new footing,

and gave them a greater Ihare of conlideration : whe-

ther it were, that, forefeeing the time when ftie ftiould

no longer excite the defires of her lover, flie wiflicd

ftill to dired them, and adminifternewobje<5ls to him

;

or whether flie fought only another mode of divert-

1748.
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ing him, by the detail o\ the intrigues, revolutions,

aoii lubricity of this public fcraglioj (he contrived

to have the fuperintendance of the opera, by order-

ing the city to take the direftion of it. This office

was compari'd to the ediles of Rome, who had the

care of the public f])e£lacles in that great city

;

but there was a wide difference between thofe Ma-
giftrates, and a merchant of the ftreet Saint Honore,

created a Sheriff. Befides, (he obtained from

Berrier, the Lieutenant of Police, the fcandalous

chronicle of all Paris •, and this immenfe and licen-

tious capital, afforded every day fome anecdote ufe-

ful to her defign.

Madame de Pompadour alfo infpired the ^^ing

with the folly of building. We have feen that he

was already inclined to this, but was reftrained by

the fear of expence. She made him get over this

confideration, and it was neceffary that the Comp-
trollers General fliould find no impoffibility in gra-

tifying all the Monarch's fancies in this way. A
number of expenfive baubles were foon raifed, lefs

calculated to Ihew the grandeur than tfi6 folly of

the proprietor. Befide the feveral journies to Com-
piegne and to Fontainebleau, fhe thus furnifhed

Lewis XV. with hofpitable afylums for the tedium,

which he dragged along with him from one place

to another. She fuggpfted to the King the idea of

vifiting Havre de Grace, one of the arfenals of the

navy. This fuggeftion might have been a ufeful

one, by making him acquainted with, and inducing

Jiini to encourage, this feeble part of adminiflration,

which began to be ferioqlly attended to. But this

journey was only frivolous^ as the perfpn who had

propofed it..
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It was the fame thing with regard to the camp of

Compiegne, where a pretext was taken to Ihcw the

King a new corps, called the grenadiers of France.

This was an excellent idea of the Minifter for the

war department, who, in order not to bfe the bell

part of each regiment that was broken, that is to fay,

the grenadier company, which generally coiVcuins the

life and fpirit of the whole corps, thought ofprefcrvjng

and collecting them under one general denomination.

M. de .Cremille, who had been Quarter-ma(ter-Ge-

neral of the army in 1744 and 1745—who had con-

tributed, in the matters that concerned him, to the

fuccefs of thofe two campaigns—and who, being af-

terwards appointed Infpedtor of cavalry, infantry, and

dragoons, endeavoured to fliine by fome innovations

in tadlics—had defired that they Ihould be exercifed

before his Majefty. Madame de Pompadour faw

that this was a party of pleafure for the King and

her J and this fhew, as well as that of the Havre,

ferved only to anfiufe his Majefty for the time, with-

out inftrufting him—to coft a great deal of money,

to no purpofe—and to difplay more and more, to the

eyes of France, the power, luxury, and prodigality of

this woman, for whom the hatred of the nation in-

creafed.

This hatred was already very llrong. It was im-

puted to Madame de Pompadour, that the public

had not reaped the advantages of peace, by the ccf-

fation of the taxes. Under a pretence of leflening

fpeedily the charges of the State, and relieving the

people, the King had been induced to give out or-

ders for the reduction of the troops. This redu(n:ion

was confiderable, and the manner in which it was ex-

ecuted did honour to Count d'Argenfon, inafmuch as

it was not attended with any plundering, or riot,

Y 4 throughout
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\

i
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thioughc Jt the whole extent of the kingdom. But,

as it prociiiced a great number of difcontented per-

fons, without employment, without fubfiftencc, and

without rcfources, it did not fulfil it's principal ob-

jeifl. There was at firft fome gleam of hope, when

a decree of Council appeared, to fupprefs fevxral

petty duties eftablidied to defray the expences of the

y^ar. This gleam foon difappeared, by the edift

which changed the dixicmey eftablidicd in the month of

Auguft 174T, into anindciinite vingtieme i and when

the two fols * per livre f of the dixietne were conti-

nued, in order to aJTift in paying off the debts of the

State by thefe revenues, veiled in a finking fund.

Then it was that the Cardinal began, for the firft

time, to be regretted. The execution of this edict

was attended with no difficulty, in thofe countries

which are under the jurifdiflion of the AfTeflbrs of

Subfidies : it occafioned nothing but murmuring. It

was not the fame with the Clergy, and the countries

where the States were holden. TIjole of Languedoc

refufed to fubmit to it, and were diflfolved : the tax

was to be levied by the Intendants.

With refpeft to the Clergy, their refiftance was not

lefs ftrong, nor lefs obftinate. At any other period,

they would have threatened with the thunders of the

church, and would perhaps have employed thenn.

But the Comptroller-General Machault, a man of a

phlegmatic difpofition, of a firm and vigorous mind,

•was above thefe old prejudices. He communicated

to the King his intrepidity, and was moreover fup-

ported by the favourite, who ftood in need of him,

.^haum '."yih I , ^ penny. '
' '""'*' ^'"* ^»ii«i"i efuJlf *

t Ten pence. ^'-\-"'*r«v>i» ,»<. •':x<a
1

-'''
'

'

While
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While the General Afleiiibly of the Clergy was 1750.

Iioldlng, the King's Coinniiiraries tlcmanded of them ", j^^'

a funi of 7,500,000 livres * for five years, to be le-

vied at the rate of 1,500,000 livres f each year; '

which fum was to be employed in rciniburfing the

debts of this order. The Commiflaries announced

at the fame time to the Aflembly, that his Majefty 17 Aug.

had addrefled the fame day a declaration to the Par-

liament, the objeft of which was, to afcertain the va-

lue of the ecclefiaftical revenues throughout the king-

dom, and to reform the abufes that were committed

in the courts of the di^icmes.

This declaration, regiltered the fame day, was noc

to be delayed in it's execution more than fix months.

It was contrived in fuch a manner as to intcreft the

reft of the nation, fince his Majefty only defired in

it to afcertain the riches of the Clergy, in order that

the fuccours he was obliged to demand from them,

in the exigencies of the State, might be proportioned

to their ability. He likewife conciliated to himfelf

^11 tho fecondary orders of tJMS body, which com-

plained for a long time of being cruihed by the ine-

quality of the diftributions, of which they were always

the viftirn, and which they wilhed to have redrefled.

The Cardinal de la Rochefoucault prefided in this

aflembly. He had been chofen, as a perfon free from

every kind of fanaticifm, moderate, prudent, and a

Courtier capable of bending to circumftances. But,

whether he were unable to contain the Prelates, or

whether he were puffed up, like his brethren, with

that profeflional fpirit fo prevalent in this body of

J

'I

* Three hundred and twelve thoufand five hundred pounds.

t Sixty two thoufand five hundred pounds.

men,
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men, which drew him along with them, it is certain,

that fome extravagant remonftrances were fettled,

and prefented to his Majefty. The Aflembly com-

plained, in thefe remonftrances, that the declaration

attacked the immunities of the Clergy—fpoke of the

voluntary donations they were accuftomed to make,

as fubtidies—tended to make the Clergy pay the

vingtieme—and deftroycd the honour of the Mi-
nifters of the Church, in fuppofing them to prevari-

cate in the repartition of the impofts. Nothing

could certainly be more bold, more fuperftitious,

more falfe, and more infulting to the King and the

nation, than thefe aflertions* Philofophy, which

made a flow, but certain progrefs, had taught, that

the members of the Clergy were, in the firft inftance,

citizens, and, partaking of their privileges, ought alfo

to bear their Ihare of the charges ;—that their immu-
nities, being founded on nothing but the blindnefs

and imbecillity of the Sovereigns and the people,

might at any time be contefted, becaufe no immuni-

ties can hold, againft thofe of reafon, fociety, and

humanity;—that, according to the principles even of

the church, and of thofe to whom the benefaftions

were given, thefe eftates, being thofe of the poor,

they could not have a more equitable deftination, in

this fenfe, than in being applied to the relief of the

whole State, burthened for the general fafety j—in a

word, that it was the Clergy which diflionoured it-

felf, by tolerating, in their body, prevarications that

were not imaginary, but too real, and too well certi-

fied by the remonftrances of the largeft, the moft

found, and the moft ufeful part of their community.

No regard, therefore, was-paid to thefe remon-

ftrances. The Affembly was ordered to deliberate

7 upon
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upon the commands of the King's CommifTaries, and,

the Glcrgy not obeying immediately, there came a

decree of Council, which appointed the Intendants

to make the repartition and levy of thefe fums in

the ufual manner, and caufed the fittings to be clofed

on the aoth of September. Unfortunately, M. de

Machaulc did not remain long enough Comptroller

General to follow up the execution of his projefls

;

he was fucceeded by a weak man. The members of

the ecclefiaftical body did not obferve what was in-

joined to them ; they perfifted in their claims, and

chofe rather to preferve their pretended immunities

by pecuniary facrifices. But the firft ftep being once

made by Admin iilration, is an example propofed to

the emulation of the fucceeding Miniftryj and we
fljall undoubtedly fee fome Minifter hereafter, aftuatcd

by the fame genius and by the fame courage as this

formidable adverfary of the Clergy, who will be for-

tunate cnoygh to attack that body with greater cer-

^inty, and more lafting confequences. *

M. de Machault had fucceeded better in another

attempt, fuggefted by that philolbphical fpirit which

began now to penetrate even into the adminiftration

of public affairs. The State felt the inconveniences

arifing from the number of eftates conveyed in mort-

main, and the liberty which had been given, of ac-

cumulating pofleflions by thofe means, without the

power of alienating them again j a liberty, tending

infenfibly to carry the greateft part of the national

property into that channel, and highly injurious to

the fupport and prefervation of families. It was be-

come abfolutely ncceflary to reform this abufe in the

Government; an abufc proceeding from thofe princi-

ples of fuperlUtion with which it had originally been

infefted.

33
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infe6^ed. The pr<|,'fent age was too enlightened to fuf-

fer their temporal wealth to be engroired by Monks,
whofe views ought to be confined to that of another

world. It became therefore matter of fcrious confi-

deration to remove the foiirce of this evil, by fap-

ping the foundations of that multitude of monafleries

with which France was covered j but their deftruc-

tion could not, confifrently with prudence at leafl:,

be effefted but by degrees. For the prefent, the

Miniftry contented themfelves with ifFuing an edidt,

prohibiting the eftablifiiment of any new Cathedral,

College, Seminary, Religious Houfe, or Hofpital,

without exprefs permiflion, and letters patent granted

and regiftered in the Sovereign Courts. The edidt

likewife annulled all eftablifhments of this nature^

exifting without legal authority, and ordained that

no fociety whatever (hould obtain, receive, or poffefs

in future, any eftate, houfe, or revenue, without a ju-

dicial fanftion, which was not to be granted without

a previous inquiry into the propriety or impropriety

of the affair.

This law, one of the wifeft and moft important in

the reign of Lewis XV. was received with univcrfal

applaufe. Not a fingle opponent ventured to ap-

pear; even the Clergy, while they Ihuddered at it,

fubfcribed to it. They forefaw how fatal it would

be to them in the end, but they could not withftand

the force of that penetrating fagacity, which had

difbated the meafure. With relpeft to the other

edi£b, before mentioned, the cafe was very different.

Not being able, on account of their feparation, to de-

fend their caufe as a body, they had employed a

multitude of fanatic and enthufiaftical writers. Their

enemies had availed themfelves of the opportunity of

entering
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entering into the controverfy, and giving a vent to

their malice againft the pricilhood. The ferment

increafed j and, in order to check it, a decree of the

Council was made fome months after, by which

thirty-nine pieces, that had been printed in the courfe

of the difpiite, clandcflinely, and without permiflion,

were fupprelTed. In the time of the RegiMicy, upon
the affair of the Bull, and upon that of the Convul-

fionifts, undftr the Cardinal's adminiflration, it had

been found, that a prohibition to read fuch publica*

tions ferved only to excite curiofity, and to give them

a more extenfive circulation ; that interfering in con-

tcfts of this nature was a fure method to increafe

th6m « and that perfecution, above all things, pro-

moted the growth of fanaticifm. They were not

lone: v'-hout frefh proofs. _ ^ ,

T; - ergy are thoroughly acquainted with a rc-

fourcc 10 neceflary to the fupport of all power that is

founded in opinion, and which, fubfiding with the fury

of the paflions, vaniflies under the influence of reafon,

unlefs a new ftorm arife to inflame the temper and

obfcure the judgment of the people. The con-

jun6ture was critical. That philofophy, their irre-

concileable enemy, which, hitherto confined to a finall

number of followers, unconnected, indifferent, phleg-

matic, like herfelf, and cautious, did not venture to

combat error but at a diftance, under cover and pri-

vately, had now burft it's barriers, and was making

it's way even to the throne. The light was piercing,

it's progrefs could not but grow more rapid every

moment, it's illumination would become univerfal j

and, if the charm were once difllpated, all was at an

end. They determined, therefore, to rifque the

whole for tlie whole, and, if they were not vifto^

. :. /,- rious,
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I

1751. rious, to haften their own fall, rather than wait for
' ' an inevitable, though flower, deftru6lion. Oppor-"

tunities were not wanting for a renewal of hoftilities.

The Archbifhop of Paris was looked upon as one of

the heads of the Clergy, the moll proper to fignalize

himlelfl * - . r. ,} *;
/

. M. de Vintimille had been fucceeded in that fee

by M. de Bellefonds, a ftrong Molinifl and a furious

zealot i but whofe premature death had put a ftop

to the vindidive meafurcs meditated againll the Jan-

fenifts. Among his private papers were found a

number of letters de cachet filled with the nanaes of

perfons who were to be profcribed. The ftroke was

only fulpended. M. de Beaumont, who fdllowed

him, pofleffed the fame principles j he was, more-

over, in a high degree ignorant, obftinate, fufceptibic

of prejudices, and open to the infinuations of flat-

terers and informers J in other refpefts, he was a

man of pure and even rigid morals, intrepid in the

profeilion of his faith, and ready to fufl^er martyrjjiom

for it, if there fliould be occafion. The firfl: call he

had to exert himfelf, was an afi^air in which he thought

his dignity concerned. The Governors of the Ge-

neral Hofpital at Paris, of which he was Prefident

in virtue of his place, not being willing to acquicfce

in the choice of a perfon recommended by him to be

Superior of the houfe, he made no fcruple of deciding

contrary to the majority of votes, and appointed the

Lady Moyzan, who has flnce been fo much talked o''*

This lady, endowed with an underftanding, and every

quality proper for the government of a community—

•

intriguing, artful, and diflTcmbling—was ft:ill young,

and poflcflTed a fine perfon. She had the delicate

fldn, the feducingcye, and the clear and placid com-
plexion

*
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plexion of a devotee. This was more than fufficlent 1751.

to furnilh matter for fcandal. The Prelate's only
'

^ motive had been, the violence of his zeal for the

extirpation of Janfcnifm and propagating of MoH-
nifm, which led him to promote only perfons of his

own party, and fuch as he thought himfelf fure of.

The Governors, fliocked iat this fubvcrfion of order,

retired from the meeting^, and appealed to the Par-

liament. The Archbi(hop, on the other hand, had

recourfe to his own authority, that is to fay, the if-

fuing of letters de cachet -, and it was not till near the »3 Ma«*,

end of two years, that a declaration came out from •75^'

the King, containing a new regulation for the govern-

ment of the General Hofpital. After this, between

doubts of the Magiftrates, inquiries, attendances on

the fpot, limitations, &c. the affair continued for Icvc-

ral months in agitation. The King required his de-

claration to be obeyed purely and fimply, agreeable

to it's form and tenor : this produced ieveral repre-

fentations, remon(trances, frefh orders from the

King, and letters of injundion. At laft the Mo-
narch, tired out with fuch repeated delays, caufed

the minutes of the Parliament to be brought to him

by the Fir ft Prefident, cancelled them, took upon him-

felf the judgment of the affairs of the hofpital, and

concluded by referring them to the Grand Council,

This was the caiife of the firfl feceflion of that

Court i which continued only a few days, but was

foon followed by feveral others of more importance.

It is the (iite of France to be in a perpetual fer- >

ment i whether it be a fault in the Government, or a

confequence of national levity and reftlefsnefs, as foon

as there is an end to foreign troubles, domeftic ones

arife. The contefl about the general hofpital was

onlv

«4. Nor.

i
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onVy the prelude to one ofgreater moment. As early

as the year 1749, informations had been laid before

the Parliament of the facraments being leveral times

refufed to perfons on their death-bed, bccaufe they

could not produce certificates of confefllon from a

Prieft, whofc principles were approved of, or becaufe

they had not fubfcribed the Bull Unigenitus : one

inftance, in particular, was ofthe Curate ofSt. Stephen

of the Mount, to M. Coffin, Counfellor at the Cha-

tclet; in 1750, another information was laid of fix

fimilar refufals in the capital, and different villages

within it's jurifdidion. Hitherto theKing h ad not

fuffered any fteps to be taken upon thefe infor-

mations. ,. , . ^ /,,

At length the Curate of St. Stephen of the Mount,

who was called Friar Bouettin, being a Monk of

St. Genevieve, having repeated his offence with re-
_

gard to the Sieur Coffin, was ordered to attend the

Court, but refufed to anfwer, under pretence that he

was only refponfible to God, and to his Superiors in

the Church, for his conduft as an ecclefiaflic. A
mandate was then iffiied for taking him into cuftody,

and a deputation of the King's Council was fent to

the Archbifhop of Paris, to folicit his interpofition,

that the facraments might be adminillered to the

fick man. The only anfwer they could obtain from

the Prelate was, that he had found the ufage of certi-

ficates of confeffion eftablifhed in his diocefe, and

that it was not in his power to depart from it. The
ufage had been originally introduced as a reftraint

upon the Proteftants, but had afterwards been em-

ployed againfl the Appellants.

This is properly the junflure, at which the conteft

between the Clergy and Magiftracy commenced. The
King,
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King, in imitation of the Regent's policy, encoura-

ging and checking the attempts ofeach party by turns,

perfuaded himfelf, for a long time, that he kept

them equally poifed ; but his hand proved unfteady^

the balance was loll, and he himfelf, borne down al-

ternately by the weight of each party, was forced to

give way to the prevailing impulfe, and, in fpite of

himfelf, to crufli both the Jefuits and the Parliaments^

leaving the Church and the State equally fhaken, and

tottering to their very foundations.

The Parliament had pafled fentence againfl F.

Bouettin, condemning him in a fine of three livres *,

with drift injundlions againft a repetition of his

crime : they had alfo ft ..t a deputation to the King ;

but his Majelly hadreferved to himfelf the cognizance

of the matter. The Parliament perfcvered, pafled re-^

folutions, and made powerful remonfl:rances, in which

they difplayed the infult offered by the Curate to the

majefly of the laws, in refufing to fubmit to the au-

thority of thofe who had the adminiftration of

them; they complained likewife of the abufe of

certificates of confellion, and fet forth the incon-

veniences, diforder, and vexations, that were occa-

fioned by them. Thefe remonitrances had not been

attended toj and in confeqiience, tiie Magiftrates

had only become more difpofed to do themfelves

juftice. An opportunity foon offered—the more fa-

vourable, as, in vindicating themfelves, they, at the

fame time, vindicated the memory of a Prince of the

blood, to whom, not long before, an infult had been

offered. The Duke of Orleans^ furnamed the Devout,

was juft dead at Sainte Genevieve j before his death.

:?;jm#'> . «- Two fliillings ahd fix pencft.

Vol. IL'
' Z lie
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he had been dcfirous of fulfilling the duty of a good

Chriftian, and had fent for the Curate, who was this

fame Bouettin, of St. Stephen of the Mount. He
hnving been a member of St. Genevieve, and know-

ing that monr.ftery to be an afylum of Janfenifni,

fufpefted the fick man to be infedted with it j and,

throwing afide all refpcdl for his moft ferene High-

nefs, as well as for his quality as firft Prince of the

blood, queftioned him, as he would an ordinary

penitent. The Duke of Orleans, not chufing to

anfwer his interrogatories, difmiiFed him, and caufed

the facraments to be adminiftercd by his own Chap-

lain. The Parliament would fain have laid hold of

this, as a pretence for having recourfe to rigorous

meafures, but the auguft penitent refufcd to fecond

their views. The Prieft, proud of having thus figna-

lized himfelf—applauded with extravagance by his

party, and made bold by the impunity he enjoyed—

only gave a freer fcope to his outrageous zeal *
j he

foon after refufed a certain M. le Maire, formerly

Chaplain to the late Abbefs of Chelles, for it feemed

as if every thing that appertained to the houfe of

Orleans, was to lie under the fufpicion of Janfenifm.

Upon this occafion, the affair became more ferious

:

F. Bouettin was ordered to be taken into cuftody,

a8 March, which obliged him to abfcond, and make his efcape.

Even after the decree of the Parliament had been

reverfed by one from the Council, he did not dare

* We have now before us a very full and authentic manufcript,

taken principally from theTarliamentary Regifters themfelvestcon-

cerning this matter ; but it is too large to be inferted in the Ap-
pendix. We may, perhaps, give it feparately* under the title of

Journal of the Schifm betiueen the Clergy and Magifiracy^ ufon the

fubjeSi of certificates ofconfej/ion»
. ^ /

1752.
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to return ; and the Kirg declared, in his anfwer to 1752.
the remonftrances of the Parliament: upon this affair. 17 April.

that he had taken meallircs to remove the Curate of

St. Stephen of the Mount from a parochial fituation,

in which he had fhewn a conduft more calculated to

inflame the minds of men, than to reftore peace and
concord among them. He added, that it was not

his intention to take from his Parliament entirely the

cognizance of the matters in quefl:ion, but to purfue

the propereft methods of putting a ftop to the

troubles, and particularly of impofing filence with

refpedt to the difputes, which both parties were dc-

firous of renewing.

The Parliament availed itfelf of this anfwer to

gain fome ground, by iflliing the famous decree of
the 1 8th of April, in the form of an ordinance,

whereby they prohibited all afls tending to fchifm,

and all refufals of the facraments, under pretence of

default in not producing certificates of confeffion,

declaring the name of the confeflbr, or acknow-

ledging the Bull Unigenitus,

This decree*, copies of which were difperfed

about

«(

((

it

It

*t

€1

t*

*t

*t

* As it Is (hort, we here infert the facramental words of it.

The Court, all the Chambers being alfembled, deliberating

refpefling the anfwer given yefterday by his Majeily to the

remonftrances of his Parliament ; having hear'd the opinion of

the King's Counfel : forbids all ecclefiallics to do any aAs

tending to fchifm; namely, to make any public refufal of the

facraments, under pretence of failing to (hew a certificate oJT

confeffion, or to declare the name of the Confeflbr, or to accept

the Bull Unigenitus ; and enjoins them to conform, in the

outward admioiilration of the facraments, to the canons and

rules fettled in the kingdom. The Court likewife forbids

them to make ufe, in th«ir fermons, io relation to the Ball

^2 " Unigenitus^
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about with the greateft profufion, gave life to the

whole party i it was regardeci as the bulwark of the

citizens againft clerical inquifition j an allegorical

print wasjoined to it, in which the Magillracy, under

the emblematical figure ofjuftice, had for it's de-

vice : Cujios uniiatiSf fchifmatis ultrix. The figure

was armed, and reprefented as trampling on a flam-

beau near an altar, on which were placed a chalice

and a crown. France, profbrate, petitioned againft

Schifm : pro Fide, Rege, i^ Patria. ,>,,.i', if ,,,,,

There was not a Janfenift, that did not buy this

religious caricature, and place it at the head of his

bed, among thofe holy pi6hjf«, before which all good

Catholics pay their daily adorations. The Confti-

tutionalifts, more enraged rhan ever, fet their Chiefs

at work again; bur there was no colour of a pre-

tence to fet afide the decree, which was conceived in

the very terms of the King's declaration. The, ut-

mofl: they could obtain was a decree of the Council,

in the form likewife of an ordinance, upon the fame

point, and which ferved as a kind of counterpoife to

that of the Parliament; the King requiring, that

whatever differences might arife on that fubjcft

** Unigenitui, of the terms of Innovators, Heretics, Schifmatics,

•* Janfenifts, Semi-pelagians, or other party names, upon pain of

*• being profccuted as difturbers of the public tranquillity, and

*' punilhed according to the rigour of the ordinances. The
** Court further orders, that this decree fliall be printed, read,

•* publilhed, and polled up, wherever it fliall be neceffary j and

*' that collated copies qf it fliall be fcnt to the bailiwics, and

•' fencfchalfies in the jurifdiftion of the Court, to be likewife

** read, publifhed, and regiftered there : enjoining the Deputy of

*' the King's Attorney-General to attend to this matter, and to

•* report to the CottVt concerning it in the courfe of the month,

€( Xrr ** ,

. ^ fhould
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fliould be fubmitted to him, before any c6gnizance

Ihould be taken of them by his Courts. It further

enjoined, as former edifts had done, fubmifiion and

refpeft to the Bull UnigeniitiSy as to allatute both of

the Church and State, and as a general ecclefiaftical

decifion in point of faith. This was in fad deter-

mining the queftion before hand, and opening a

door to fchifm. Accordingly, the fanatics took ad-

vantage of it : the refufal of the facraments grew

much more frequent, and extended to the provinces

and villages : the Archbilhops of Sens and Tours ;

the Bifliops of Amiens, Orleans, Langres.andTroyes,

fignaliaed thcmfelves within the diftrid of the Par-

liament of Paris. The other Parliaments foon after

found it neceffary to imitate their example and fe-

verity. Publications multiplied on all fides; the

Preachers fulminated from their pulpits againft the

Magiftrates, who dared to interfere with the facred

fundbion, and, in the blindnefs of their holy rage, gave

way to the mod violent and mod feditious decla-

mations. It was not pofliblc to connive at fuch ex-

cefles. The fecular Judges profecuted with rigour

thofe Ecclefiaftics who had rendered themfelves ob-

noxious to the lawi thefe,in their turn, fhelteredthem-

felves unde*^ the authority of the Church, exclaiming

more ftrongly than ever againft fuch profecutions,

which they held out as attacks onfpiritual matters and

theadminiftrationof the facraments. The Archbifhop

of Paris—having in v?.in attempted to confirm the

faithful of his diocefe, and to keep up the zeal of his

agents, in this feafon cf trouble and perfecution, by

an inflammatory letter, which he had been forbidden

-to publifh—-had taken another method, which wis

not more fuccefsful : this was, to have a petition pre-

Z 3 rented
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1752, fentcd to him, figned by a great number of the Pa-

rochial Clergy of Paris, praying to be authorized in

the ufe of certificates of confcfllon ; but he had been

again cut (hort by the Parliament, who iflfucd their

warrant againft the Curate of St. Jean dc Grcve, the

manager of this petition. The Government, on

their fide, meant to quafh the proceedings of the

. Parliament. The irrefolution of the King increafed j

ever avcrfc to extremities, he ftood in need of a fup-

portcr, and had not been able to find one, even in

M. d'Aguefleau. The amazing knowledge of that

great man, led him to examine things under fo many
different afpe(5ts, that he faw evils on every fide, and

was afraid to determine. It has fince been obferved,

in comparing him with his fon, now Prefident of the

Council by feniority, more than merit, that the one

was all knowledge, without any decifion j the other all

decifion, without any knowledge. It muft be allowed

that age and misfortunes had enervated the vigour

of his mind : he retired, after thirty years fervicc in

the firft judicial employment, and died about this

time, upwards of fourfcore years of age. The lofs of

him was not made up by M. de Lamoignon, a man
of fo little weight, that it has been faid he gave in

his refignation before he was appointed, and that he

was only made Chancellor on this condition, He
was, befides, fufpefted of being attached to the Je-

• fuits J a circumftance which raifed the hopes and the

pretenfions of the Clergy. Be this as it may, he fug-

gefled to the King a condu6l, the worft that could

be adopted, that of temporifing, and endeavouring to

, t, bring about a reconciliation. In confequence of this

plan, his Majefty eftablifhed a commiffion for ex-

'i' amining the difputes between the Clergy and the

Parliaments,
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Parliaments. It was chofcn equally from the two

parties, and confilted of the Cardinal of Roche-

foucault and Soubife, the Arciibifliop of Rouen, and

the Bilhop of Laon, on one fide j on the other, McIT.

Truduinc, de la Grand- Vilie, and d'Aunac, Coun-

fellors of State, with M. Joly dc Fleuri, formerly At-

torney General of the Parliament, a man celebrated

for the extent of his knowledge and information.

It was eafy to forefee, from every thing that had

paflfed before, that this arbitratioi\—which was <ioc

agreeable to either party—would ferve only to in-

creafe the diforder and fermentation. In i'ld., the

whole proceedings of the Court were full ' f incon .

fiftency. If the points in difpifte were matters .^

faith, CounfcUors of State were not more compt ent

to decide upon them than Counfellors in Puiliament.

The King himfelf, however refpeiftable ana para-

mount his authority may be, being yet no more than

afecular power, had no right but that of fupport and

protedtion j and the Clergy complained, with reafon,

that the commiflion was not entirely compofed of

members from their own body.

;
. In their reprefentations of the nth of June,

1752*, fubfcribed by five Archbifhops, fixteen

Bifliops, and two Agents for th' [i^eneral body of the

Clergy, they infolently fct forth, i ^at " the Epifcopal

" charge is of fo much the higher importance, as it

" is by them that an account of the conduft of Kings
** themfelves is to be rtn Icicd at the divine tribunal i

" for you know, that although your dignity raifes

" you above the general race of n^iankind, you bow

• Thefe reprefentations were never printed ; we (hall infert

them in the Appendix to this Hiftory, N® V,

Z 4 -^ "• *^ the
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the neck before the Prelates :—you receive the fa-

craments frorn their hands, and you are fubje(5led

to them in what refpefts religion j you follow

their dccifions, and they are not bound by your

will. But if the Bifhops obey your edids, fo far

as regards political concerns and temporal interefts,

" knowing that you have received power from above,

*' with what affectionate readinefs ought you to fub-

** mit yourfelf to them, who are commiflioned to

** difpenfe the facraments !" - - •' "-'^ ^^'fi-^

The Magiftrates, on their fide, were inceflfantly re-

peating to his Majefty, that thelaw, and thole rules of

which the Courts of Juftice, both by their duty

and by their oaths, are the keepers and the guardians,

are the only pledges of the prefervation of a juft

Monarchy, and the fole fecurity for the fortunes,

lives, and liberties of the fubjedts ; that, under thfe

prefent circumftances, it was more important than at

any other time, to make known, to thofe who
abufed their holy fundion, fo far as to make it i pre-

tence for claiming an immunity from all civil obli-

gations, that they are amenable to the laws of the

kingdom, and liable to the penalties annexed to the

crime ofprevarication j and finally, that it was only by

cxercifing that power, with which the law had inveft-

cd him, that he could put a flop to a fchifm, in favour

of which the Archbifhop of Paris, and a great num-

ber of Bifhops, had openly declared themfelves, and

to prevent confequences the mofl fatal to the Church,

the State, and the Conftitution. Thusoneparty, for the

fake of their confcience, perfifted in refufing the facra-

jnents, and the other in profecuting them, for the

fake of their oaths. A frefh refufal of the Curate and

Vicars of St. Medard, in Paris, to afiftcr of the com-

i)innity
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M.
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munity of St. Agatha, gave birth to frefli proceflfes in

the Parliament, which, upon this occafion, involved

M. de Beaumont in the caufe, and ordained a feizure

of his temporalities, as likewife that the Peers Ihoiild

be fummoned for the purpofe of bringing him to trial.

The boldnefj of this ftep intimidated the Miniftry

;

the King immediately iflued orders to the Peers not

to attend. The Parliament, being thus put afide

from their main obje6t, ftarted another queflion.;

which was, whether orders of this nature did not

militate againft the privileges of the Peerage, and en-

danger its exiftence. The King of courfe determined

that they did not, and in the mean time removed the

affair of the refufal from the Parliament to the

Council. The filler Perpetue, fo the fick perfon

was called, whofe ftubborn zeal had induced her to

devote herfelf to the public caufe, had been taken

into cuftody by order of Count d'Argenfon j and it

had been determined to demolifh the monaftery of

St. Agatha, a fccond Port Royal, the prefent refort

of herefy, and conftant fubjed of fcandal.

The perfecution of the Parliament ferved only t®

give greater eclat to the Archbifliop of Paris. As
ibon as the news came to the ears of the Prelates,

they affembled, to the number oftwenty-two Bifhops,

Archbifhops, and Cardinals, at the houfe ofM. de la

Rochefoucault, and fent a deputation to him, to ex-

prefs the part they took in the event, and to offer

him their purfe. They afterwards repaired to Ver-

failles, but the Prefident only was admitted to an

audience of his Majefty j who reported to them,

that he had been extremely well received, and that

the King had given him tlie ftrongelt affu ranees of

his protedtion for the Clergy.

or
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17 S3' ^^ ^^^s there were manifeft appearances through-

out the whole proceedings in this affair, and in feve-

ral others of the fame nature. The Parliaments of

Touloufe, Aix, and Rouen, treading in the fteps of

that of Paris, found the fame obftacles. The Ma-
giilrates had no fooner given fentence, than the caufe

was removed to the Council. The interpofition of

the Court was even carried fo far, that letters patent

were iffued, on the 2 2d of February, enjoining them

. to fufpend all profecutions and procefTcs, refpedling

the refufal of the facraments, till further order. The
letters were not regiftered: this controul, this humi-

liation, and the authority of Government conftantly

exerted againft them, infpired the Parliament of

Paris with nev/ vigour; they grew fo animated, as to

addrefs to the King that famous remonftrance of the

9th of April, which he refufed to receive, and which

concluded thus -,

" If thofe perfons, who abufe your Majefty's confi-

" dence, mean to reduce us to the cruel alternative

of fhrinking from our duty, or incurring your dif-

grace, we declare to them, that our zeal has no li-

* mits, and that we are not afraid to become vidims

to our fidelity."

Here was a direct attack upon the Minifters, and

particularly the Chancellor and Count d'Argenfon.

The latter was the fworn enemy of the Magiftrates;

and, being of a firm, enterprizing, and intrepid cha-

racter, engaged the King to fhew his whole difplea-

fure. He had no doubt that the Parliament would
- give way, and return to their duty, but it happened

quite otherwife. The Parliament came to a refolu-

5 May. tion, that " as it was impoflible for them to carry

<* truth to the foot of the throne, through the obfla-

t " cles
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•' cles placed in their way by evil-minded pcrfons,

" they had no other refource but in their own continual

** vigilance and aftivityj and tltekefore, in order to

" fulfil that important and indifps-n .able part of their

duty, the different Chambers would continue af-

fembled (pollponing all other bufmefs) till fuch

time as it Ihould pleafe their faid Lord the King
to receive their remonftrances."

Notwithftanding repeated orders to regifter the

letters patent, the chief objedt of their oppofition i

notwithftanding the letters of injunftion, thofe for-

midable forerunners of the King's wrath, of difgrace

and punifhment, the Parliament anfwered, that they

could not obey without a breach of their duty and of

their oaths.

This anfwer was followed foon by an order of ba-

niihment : the whole Courts of Inquefts and Re-

quells, the principal center of the ferment, they being

compofed of violent young men, eager in the purfuit

of fame and honour, were difperfed in different towns

within the diftrift. A more fevere example was made

of four members, who were looked upon as' the chief

jnftigators. The Abbe Chauvelin was fent to Mount
St. Michael} M. Beze de Lys to Pierre-Encifci the

Prefident de Bezigny to the caftle of Ham j and the

Prefident du Mazy to the iflands Saint Margaret.

The lait was of no great weight in his company, but

he was a very indifcreet, mad-headed prattler, who
had ventured, in the Affembly of the Chambers, to

throw out fome very injurious refle6tions againft the

Marchionefs de Pompadour. She availed herfelf of

this opportunity to revenge her private quarrel.

The Grand Chamber, compofed of grave, fedate,

pufiUanimous perfons, more fufceptiblc in general

of
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offeaVand corruption, had been fpared; but no fooner

were they aflembled, than, inftead of applying theni-

felves to the ordinary adminiftration of juftice, they

rcfumed the purfuit of the fame objcds, taking infor-

mations, and paffing feritences. The Court fent thenii

to Pontoife, where, perfifl-ing in the refolutions of

the whole body, and animated by the fame fpirit,

they continued to employ themielves in receiving

complaints of the refufal of the facraments, in order-

'ing examinations, and iffuing warrants; which thfe

Clergy, how triumphant, treated with contempt.

The public began to be tired of this conteflr. AH
Paris, excepting the parties interefted on one fide or

the other, had refumed it's ufual gaiety of temper j

every day produced fome pafquinade, caricature, or

fatire. The Council, however, were not of the num-
ber of the laughersi they did not know how to a6l.

They took the opportiniity of the vacation of the

Parliament, when the Grand Chamber ceafed it*s

funiftions of courfe, and in it's room appointed 'a

Chamber of Vacation, compofed of Counfellors of

State and Mafters of Requefls. This Court fat at

the Grands Auguftins, and the whole time of it's ex-

iftence was fpcnt in druggies with the inferior Courts,

particularly the Chatelet, which would not acknow-

ledge it*s jurifdiftion. For form's fake, it condemned

fome criminals, who appealed againft it*s decrees.

At laft, the Grand Chamber continuing inflexible in

it's oppofition to the views of the Court, was baniflied

to Soiffons, and it's place fupplied by another fhort-

lived tribunal, called Cbambre Royale. This new mo-
dification of the Council (for under this fecond de-

nomination it was Hill formed from the fame body)

was not more fuccefsfulj it ferved only to throw more
ridicule
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ridicule on the bufinefs, and more odium on its fup-

porters. ..:..„ • ' r -. "r,::: ... ^. -^ '
''

;. Nothing now remained, but to fet on foot a nego-

tiation for reftoring the Parliament. Count d'Argen-

fon being perfonally difagreeable, and befides a fixed

enemy to them, the King communicated his inten-

tions to M. de Machault, but chofe to appear alone.

The difpcrfed ftate of the different Colonies, as the

feveral Chambers were called, being feparated and

fcattered into fo many diftinft provinces, prolonged

the conferences confiderably. Every thing, how-

ever, was fettled, and the Parliament returned, amidft

the acclamations of the capital, and on the 5th of

September regiftered the celebrated declaration,

which, at the fame time that it annulled all proceed-

ings already commenced, impofed an abfolute filence

with refpedl to religious diiputes, and direfted the

Parliament to fee this duly obferved.

Thus the face of affairs became entirely changed.

The Clergy left no means unattemptcd to prevent

the accommodation ; but juftice and the peace of

the kingdom required it. The King fent for the

heads of the Church, the Cardinals de la Rochefou-

cault and Soubife, and the Archbifhops of Paris and

Narbonne, to Choify, and faid to them, ** 1 foi bid

" you to make any anfwer to what I am going to

" fay. I will have peace in my kingdom ; I have

enjoined you filence ; if any one tranrgrefies, he

fliall be puniflied as the law ordains."

Here clofes the firft a:ra of tlie difpute between the

Clergy and the Magiftracy.Unfortunately, it was but a

momentary truce j the troubles broke out ufrefh with

redoubled violence, as is always the cafe under a weak

Government, which lays too much ilrcfs upon trifles,

ti
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or dares not lay the axe to the root of an evil, by fuf»

fering the laws to take their courfe.

The Janfenifts and Molinifts were the more .im-

prudent in renewing their quarrel, when they did, as

they were threatened with impending ruin from an-

other quarter, if they did not unite their efforts againlt

the common enemy.

The plan of the Encyclopedie, that vaft repofitory

of human knowledge, that pillar raifed to the arts

and fciences—conceived firft by two foreigners, Mills

and Sellius, and arranged by Meff. Diderot and

d*Alembert—was now carrying into execution. Two
volumes of it had already appeared, and gave great

fcandal : but this was the leaft of the evil. It re-

quired no degree of penetration to forefee, that a

work of fuch extent, requiring a great number of

affiftants, would of courfe form a point of union for

philofophers, who from this time would begin to

grow into a fe6t, and thus make one body. M. de

Voltaire, though at a diftance from France at this

period, was juftly confidered as the head of this new

order. The firft ftrokes had been his, which, if they

were not the ftrongeft, were certainly the moft bril-

liant, and, exclufive of the importance of his ferviccs,

his high reputation, his age, the univcrfality of his

talents, his accefs among Sovereigns, and the weight

he had acquired, all contributed to fix this title upon

hinn. The two editors, notwithftanding their opinion

of themfelves, aflumed no higher rank than that of

his deputies. The defign which thefe enthufiafts

held out to the public was not lefs praifc-worthy

than bold : it was that of dilTipating prejudices, de-

ftroying error, enlightening the human race, and

cftabliihing truth. They looked for difficulties and

oppofition.

oppo|

lifts.
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oppoficion. The Jefuits were the firft to efiter the

Jills. A motive of intercft, backed by a ftronger "

motive of vanity, engaged them to this attack. The
new didionary threatened the fate of that of Trevoux.

This was a mortification they could not fubmit to,

and therefore inflituted a cabal againft it's rival.

Their adverfaries had, in the volumes already pub-

lifhed, furnifhed them with twenty articles liable to

criticifm, and to the cenfures both of the Civil and

Ecclefiaftical powers. The Encyclopedie was ac-

cordingly fupprefled, in purfuance of a refolution of

Council, as obnoxious both to the Church and State

;

and an order was even given to the officers of the

police to fearch the houfe of M. Diderot; in confe-
"

quence of which his manufcripts were fei7.ed. The
Philofophers were not forry, at the bottom, for

this temporary perfecutionj they knew it was the

fureft means of promoting every fpecies of fanaticifm,

and increafing the numbers of the fe6t. The eflential

point, and that which was mod difficult, had been al-

ready accomplifhed j they had a center of union, a -

hierarchy eftablilhed among thiemfelves, marks of

diftindion, a fettled and regular fyftem ; in a word,

their mutual ties were firm and indiflbluble. They
laboured without intermiffion, each of them in that

line of fociety in which he was placed, to propagate

their dodrine in all ic'^ forms j adoftrine, reprefented

by their enemies as wicked and abominable, but by
themfelves as falutary and benign. They even infi-^

nuated themfelves into the fchools of Divinity, the

foundations of which they fapped, by combating it

even through the mouths of the ftudcnts them-

felves. ,/> ;iti /.!.•:*»] ... -:...' ',J-i-.^i'<--' ^a. U,i ^^.i. tvlil

A young Abbe of rank, under the tuition of ohe

^ ^^'\^;%q\: cf
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of the mod fubtle metaphylicians of this fchool, in

hopes of making an early figure, was not afraid of

becoming the inftrument of the modern Philofophy,

to explain and extend the fyftem of Deifm and Ma-
terialifm in a public thefis, maintained in the capital

of the kingdom, in the prefencc of the firfl and moil

celebrated Univerfity in the world. This thefis,

written in elegant Latin, abounding in poetical lan-

guage, and brilliant metaphors, turned with fuch ad-

drefs and ambiguity as to conceal error under the

mafk of truth, efcaped the cenfure of three Doftors,

and was publicly read at the Sorbonne, before a nu-

merous afl'embly, and with uncommon ceremony.

In it, the Abbe de Prades, the refpondent, compared

the miracles of Jefus Chrifl: to thofe ofiEfculapius—

aflerted that fire is the eflence of the foul—confounded

all the ideas of moral good and evil—and fpoke of

the inequality of conditions, and the rights refulting

from it, as unreafonable and abfurd. Such at leaft

were the principal pofitions which were afterwards

made the objedis of ceiifure. The Philofophers in-

cautioufly boafting of this triumph, an inq^iiiry was

inftituted, two months after, both into the work and

the conduft of the cenfors j who acknowledged their

error, and pleaded in excufe, that the fmallnefs of the

charaders, in which the thefis, being artfully fpun

out to a great length, had been printed, had fatigued

their eyes and difiipated their attention* An infor-

mation was laid before the Parliament : the Theolo-

logi<

bifh(

Dio(

publ|

was

, • The cenfure notifies : Con/dvit hoc grande nefas fir thefm

die 1 8 Nowembrit anni proxime ehpfi in Sorbonna propugnatam ; tbe-

Jint artificio/a prolixitate, Ut&arum fuhtilium ttnuitate digejiam, fu<e

Itgtntium attentionemfatigando dijlrahertt, ^c.

^'gical
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logical Body pafled fentence on the thcfis; the Arcli-

bifhop of Paris, and the Bifhop of Montauban» as

Diocefans of the Abbe dc Prades, prohibited the

publication of ic by a mandate. Finally, a warrant

was iirued for taking the Abbe into cuftody, at the

rcqnifition of the Attorney General, and he was forced

to make his cfcape with the Abbe Yvon, his tutor.

They took refuge in the PrulTian court. De Prades

had afterwards the weaknefs to retrafti he fufFered

himfelf to be guilty of ingratitude to his Royal Be*

nefaftor; and his career, which began with eclat, Was

clofed by an unfortunate end. Yvon returned to

France after a long abfence, and is now one of the

penfioners of M. de Beaumont, one of the moft zeal'*

ous agents for the Clergy.

Notwithftanding thefe cenfures, mandates, and de-

crees, religion received a violent ftjock from thi»

young man's boldnefs» . As to the Philofophers, fo

far were they from conHdering his ill fuccefs, and his

flight, as any check to their progrefs, that they made

it the fubjc6t of their raillery; and their chief prieft

wrote a pamphlet, intitled, Le tomheau de la Sorhonnet

in which he threw upon the Profeflbrs and the Par-

liament^ a ridicule they could never get rid of. Such

were the. grievances under,which the Church la-

boured, |. ,: : ,

Before we return to give the fequel of the fghifpj,

we (hall take a view of the ochpr important events of

the reign during this period. And firft we (hall in-

quire into the ftate of the Miniftry, and what chpftges

it had undergone. The creatures ot the Marchio-

nefs de Pompadour were infenfibly getting po(re(fion

of all the great offices; and thofe perfons who were

yet employed, and were not of the number of her

Vol. II. A a dependents.
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1753. dependents, were obliged to condu<^ themfelvcs to-

*
wards her with great circumfpeftion. The Count

d'Argenfon was one of thefc: fufpedcd, not without

reafon, by the favourite, and accufed of having had a

defign to place his own miflrefs; the Marchionefs

d'Eftrades, with the King in her (lead, he was obliged

to conceal his manoeuvres. Happily, his great ta-

lents made him neceflfary, as his facility made him

agreeable to the King. Add to this, that his Ma-
jefty refpefled in him the laft choice of Cardinal

Fleuri, who, looking upon him as one of the ablell

men in the kingdom, had called him up to the

Council before he had appointed him Secretary of

State*. Though voluptuous, and even debauched,

his pleafures never interfered with his bofinefs* He
never went to bed without having fettled the bufi-

nefs of tl\e day. As he had the refpeft of the troops,

he fought likewife to gain their affeftions. He had

the higheft veneration for that fuperb monument of

Louis XIV. thcafylum offuperannuated, maimed, or

infirm foldiers J and, poverty being fometimes the

portion of the higheft birth, and even of the fuperior

ranks of the army, he added to the Invalids a build-

ing for the reception of General Officers, who might

choofe to retire there. To this edi^ce he endeavoured

to give more elegance and dignity, by majeftic walks,

and a lively imitatio^of the Elyfiaiv fields^ where one

might fee the living (hades of warriors, who had fuf-

fered a fort of anticipated death in the fervice and

defence of their country. He frequently gave au-

dience in this place, and fancied, that the more ve-

* He was made Minifter «5 Auguft, 1742, bttt had hot ttc

War department till 1 January 1743. . / .,

nerable
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ncrablc it became, the more dignity it would refledl

on his adminillration.

Nor was this the only eftablifliment of his which

did him honour. By a ftrange fingularity, interwoven

in the national conflitution^ and handed down with

our mofl: ancient cuftoms, a foldier of fortune, grown

grey in the fervice, and covered with glory and with

wounds, was forced to return into the mafs of com-
mon people, from which he fprang, while the refpeift

which the corruption of later ages, and the necefllties

of the State, had infpired for riches, procured to tax-

gatherers, battening on the blood of the people, a

venal Nobility, by purchafing the office of Secretary

to the King. Formerly, the Nobility only, in France,

were admitted into the profefTion of arms j and if, by

fame irrefiftible impulfe, a vaffal dedicated himftlf

to that employment, he foon deferved to be received

into their order by aftions of valour and eclat. This

was the objeft of an emulation which was calculated

to work miracles, and, perhaps, under this point of

view. Count d'Argenfon, in removing an apparent

injuftice, wealcened the foundations of military vir-

tue : men are feldom tempted to ufe uncommon ef-

forts in purfuit of a reward which they are fure to

obtain in the courfe of time. Be this at it may, the

cdidk which the King iflued by his advice, was much
applauded, as meriting the gratitude of pofterity and

immortalizing the memory of his reign. By this

law, his Majefty founded and eftablifhed a military

Nobility, acquired of right, not only by thofe who
Ihould rife to the rank of General Officers in his army,

but alfo by thofe who fhouid ferve in any rank not in-

ferior to that of Captain, and whofe father and grand-

A a 2 father
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futher have fcrvcd in the lame capacity, patrc 6? avo

miiitibus.

Shortly after, there appeared another edid, the

fcquel of the former, and which, if it had been dif-

cuired philofophically, would perhaps have been

found to have a greater fliare of brilliancy than of

folidity. It was defigncd to eflablifli a military

fchool, for boarding, lodging, and educating, gratis,

in the art of war, five hundred French Gentlemen,

efpecially fuch whofe fathers, having no fortunes, had

cither died in the fervice of liis Majefty, or were ftill

employed in his armies. This was an imitation of the

eltablilhment of 5/. C>r, but the plan was more exicn-

five, and feemed calculated for a more ufeful purpofe.

The difcufuon of this point would lead us too far at

prefent—we fliall only obfcrve, tliat all the fuccef-

fors of M. d'Argenlbn have not thought as he did,

and that, in general, the monuments of oilentaiio/»

in a State ought to be proportioned to it's income,

and to the prefent fituation of it's finances. This plan,

dazzling at firft fight, did not do lefs honour than

the preceding one to the Miniller for the War de-

partment, and gained him the afFct^tion of the No-
bility, lie was extolled by the Clergy, whole intereft^

he favoured, not fo much from attachment to them,

as from hiii antipathy to the Law. Agreeable to the

principles of his father, he was an enemy to the

forms, the flow methodic proceedings of the Magif-

trates ; he ftrongly favoured defpotifm, and encou-

raged the King in it as much as he could. Above all,

he was cxafperated at not having had the Seals given

him at the death of the Chancellor. In vain, by way of

aditiiniftering fome confohtion to him, had the furvi-

. ; fc*-
. .10 woriliip
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vorftiip of his employment been granted to the Mar-
quis dePaulmy, with the fun(5lions of it, and the figna-

ture, in conjunflion with his uncle ; he faw them
with regret intruded to a rival, whom he feared, and
who, endeavouring conftantly to procure his over-

throw, could not fucceed at laft without involving

himfelf in one common difgrace.

The Count de St. Florentin, already the oldeft

Secretary of State, and the feventh of the name who
had enjoyed the fame poll:, had efcaped the difgrace

of his coufin, the Count de Maurepas. He had not

yet got the department of the letters de cachet, which

has fince rendered him fo odious. He was at the

head of the Clergy, and that body liked him better

than any other perfon. They managed him more
cafily, as he was a man of confined talents, of a mild

difpofition, not of an entcrprizing turn, timid, and

inclined to fuperftition, which, as it frequently hap-

pens, readily coincides with licentious manners. As
for the red, he was exaft, alllduous, zealous for the

fervice of his mailer, and entertained a proper rc-

fped and fubmiflion to the favourite. He already

began to be governed by Madame Sabbatin, a female

adventurer, by whofe charms he had been feduced.

She had fubdued him to fuch a degree, that (he ruled

over all his fenfes ; he followed every impulfe he re-

ceived from her, and only aded according to her di-r

re£tions. This intriguing woman* not being able to

afpire to the fupreme authority, it was at lead her

intercft to have a fecondary fway, and, confequently,

to infpire her lover with an abfolute fubje6tion to the

Marchionefs. Madame de Pompadour, from mo-

tives of gratitude, concealed from the King the

(hameful traffic which this greedy woman made of

A a 3 the
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1755. the favours and rewards, and even of the rigours and

"*
chaftifements, which the Count de St. Florentin had

to difpenfe. Certain of fecuring to herfelf, by him,

one more vote in Council, fhe had him promoted to

the Miniftry in 175 1, that is to fay, after he had

ferved in his office eight-and-twenty years. He had

had the mortification of feeing M. de Machault, who
had only been Comptroller General three years, put

over his head.

This M. de Machault "w-as Madame de Pompadour's

firft creature. Created Comptroller General in 1745,

he had obtained the Seals in 175O:, at the time of the

difmifTion of the Chancellor d'Agueffeau. M. de

Lamoignon, thinking himfelf too fortunate to fuc-»

ceed to the Chancellorfhip, had been mean enough

to fuffer this dignity to be difmembered, to enjoy

fome vain honours, and be no more than a Ihadow,

an objeft of the contempt and hatred of the Magif-.

tracy j while his competitor, more crafty, had ob-

tained their confidence, and received their homages.

We have before mentioned the boldnefs of his en-^

terprize againft the Clergy j who, in order to get rid

of this cruel adverfary, at the time of the patched-up

reconciliation in i7S4j which M. de Machault had

negotiated, obtained, that he Oiould be removed

from the office of Comptroller General to the ma-

rine department,

M. de Rouille was then at the head of this de-

partment, who was alfo indebted for his elevation

to the Marchionefs. The choice of fuch a man for

that office, had at firft been much cenfured. How-
ever, as at that time it only required a direAof

who was oeconomical, vigilant, capable of vivify-

ing the Adminiftration, and infpiring it with the

greateft
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grcateft afbivity j, and that M. de Rouille had had the

good fenfe to confide in M. de Mezy, Intendant at

Rochefort—the mod proper man to direct and fup-

port him in the kind of operation he had to exe-

cute—he conduifted his department very well, -du-

ring the few years that he remained there, and car-

ried on the bufinefs with fo much vigour, that the

navy was almoft reinftated when he quitted it.

He had efpecially taken care to form failors, by

trade, by fiSieries, by the India Company, and by

voyages in the northern feas ; in a word, by the

beft-calculated, fpeedieft, and moil numerous me-
thods of re-eftablilhing that ciafs of men, almoft

extinft. This was the more effential, as it was

forefeen, that the peace would not be of long dura-

tion, and that every moment of this refpite ought

inceflantly to be employed, to enable us to weather

the ftorm that was preparing. " -

Following the fteps of his predecefTor, he felt the

neceffity of inftrufting the two branches of the

navy, which were almoft equally ignorant. M.
de Maurepas had improved the ftudies of the fai-

lors in their fchools, and brought up fome young

men in the civil branch, from whence were to be

taken the Commiflaries and Intendants, after hav-

ing gone through the feveral fteps ef their depart-

ment. M. de Rouille did more; he eftablifiied a

center of communica:tion for every kind of know-r

ledge in this profeflion, by creating his Naval Aca-

demy. It was at firft a matter of ridicule, to fee

fuch an eftablifliment, which is commonly referved

for men of themoft diftinguifhed literature, formed

among officers, moft of whom fcarce knew how to

fiQti their names -, but it was the means of unit-

jj^'.,. A a 4 ing
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17^4, ing the feveral members, and even the fubaltcrns

of this vaft corps, which had hitherto been very

difcordant. It was a place of emulation, in which

were one day to be formed. Generals, Adminiftra-

tors. Port Officers, and Ship-builders ; in a word,

all perfons who have any duties to fulfil in the

jirfenals of the navy.

The bufinefs of fliip-building efpecially had been

very much negleded. This art was yet only prac-

tifed by a kind of habit, very exad, no doubr, fince

the Englifli could not help admiring the fine make

of the Invincibky taken in the war before, and, be-

ing afterwards obliged to demolifh her, endea-

voured to rebuild her upon the fame timbers *,

This fuperb fliip was conftrufted by Morineau, a

ihip-builder of Rochefort, or rather a mailer car-

penter, who had never ftudied this branch of bu-

finefs. The perfons concerned in the other depart-

ments of the navy were not better grounded, nor

fkilled in the principles of their art. It was M. dc

Rouillc, who, by incorporating with his Academy
feveral members of the Academy of Sciences, en-

couraged the learned to apply to the ftudy of the

navy, and turn their fpeculations towards it. He
appointed one of them, M. du Hamel du Monceau,

v/ho had gained his confidence, Infpeclor General

of the marine J and it was to him, that perfons in-

tending to follow that profelllon, were hencefor-

ward to addrefs themfelves, whether in fhip-build-

., . * In French, Gaharits. Thefe are models made by the Carpen-

• tcrs, with very thin pieces of wood, to reprefent the breadth,

length, and diameter, of the feveral parts of the fhips, whc(i.lhey

• want ro build one, and put her on the flocks,

rUv/ {JtU... i-^ : .
. .. -. - . - . .• - .
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ing, engineering, the drawing of charts, or in the >754.

works and bulinefs of the harbour. There were
'

regular apprenticefliips to be ferved, competitions

were encouraged, and examinations were to be gone

through; and thefe feveral departments are at prc-

fent provided with very able men in their refpedive

occupations.

M. de Rouille had not time enough allowed him

to complete the feveral projecfls, which he had un-

dertaken, for the improvement of his department,

jn which he delighted, and to which he applied

himfelf with the greatclt fuccefs. He was removed

to the department for foreign affairs, with which he

had never been converfant, and at a time, unfor-

tunately, when that department required a mofl

fiibtle and refined politician. It had been fucccf-

fively filled by two perfons who had fufFered them-

felves to be ftrangely mifled by the fuperior genius

of the Englifli Miniftry. One of them was the

Marquis de Puyfieux, who had fucceedcd Count

d'Argenfon. This man, of exceeding moderate abi-

lities, had certainly not improved them in his em-

bafly to the King of the Two Sicilies, to whom he

had been fent in 1735. ^^ ^^^^ Y^^^ i746> he had

in^de a very indifferent figure at Breda, in quality

of Minifter Plenipotentiary, in comparifon with the

MInifters of England and Holland j and the peace

concluded fince his promotion to the office of Se-

cretary of State for foreign affairs, had more fully

expofed his weaknefs, and infignificance. It was

in his time, that M. Grofs, Miniilcr Pienipotentiary

from the Czarina, left Paris to return to Feterf-

bourg, without haying taken leave of the Court,

except by a letter to that Secretary of State, who
had

' i
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had opened himfelf too indifcreetly upon the fa-

vourable difpofitions of France for Sweden, againft

Ruflla J and his want of energy or : Jrefs, on this

important occafion, produced a coolnefs between

the two Courts, which lafled feveral years. He
had a little, methodical, and trifling turn of mind.

An infirm flate of health, which too frequently

has an influence upon the character and genius of

a man, obliged him to give in his refignation in

175 1. He was fucceeded by the Marquis de Saint

Contefl:, who ought to have formed himfelf in his

embafli)' to Holland, from whence he was juft re-

turned, but who was not lefs a novice in bufinefs,

and only maintained his pofl by his external quali-

fications : he filled it till the time of his death,

which, fortunately for him, happened at the end of

»8 July, three years. He was fucceeded by M. Rouille.

In thefe revolutions, M. de Sechelles, Commifllary

in the department of Lifle, and one of the greateft

army Intendants that has ever appeared, was made
Comptroller General of finances, in which pod the

public, prejudiced in favour of his talents, probity,

and humanity, beheld him with fatisfa^tion.

There was alfo in the Council, Count Saint Se-

verin-d'Arragon, a foreign Nobleman, who came

firft into France, in 1726, in quality of Envoy Ex-
traordinary from the Grand-Duke j he afterwards

was attached to the King's fervice, and appointed

AmbaflTador to Sweden. This was the Minifter

who had negotiated the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle,

the circumftance which ought to have expelled him
from the deliberations of the State; but which, on

the contrary, was the occafion of his being admitted

there. He was a very proud man, whofe appear-

ance



OF LEWIS XV.

P> on

littcd

|>pear-

ance

t( my

3^3

ancc commanded refped, and who concealed, under 1754.

a great deal of parade, his real infignificance i as

for the reft, he was fupple, and mean, when necef-

fary to maintain himielf in favour, and bowed, as »

the other Minifters, to the idol of the day.

Such were the perfons who governed the king-

dom under the Marchionefs of Pompadour. She

would have been very defirous to have thruft in

among them the Marquis de Vandieres, her bro-

ther, called fince the Marquis de Marigny, to avoid

the ridicule caft upon his preceding name ; but Ihc

perceived, as his underftanding was not of a fu-

perior caft—as he had never entered upon that

career—and as he could not compenfate for thefe

deficiencies by any advantages of birth, or of ap-

parent or real fervices, that it was more judicious

to keep h.'m where he was. The death of M. Ic

Normant dv Tournehem, put him in the entire pof-

fcflion of the place of Director and Difpofer Ge-

neral of the buildings, gardens, arts, and manu-

fadtures of the King. This was in it's kind a real

Minifterial department; for, in that quality, this

Minifter worked immediately with his Majefty—he

had the difpofal of the revenues of his poft—he

granted favours and penfions—he had offices, and

diftributed places. In the beginning of his good

fortune, this young man, who was juft come from

college, having ftill the baihfulnefs of his age»

blulhed at an elevation for which he was con-

fcious he was not born : he modeftly acknowledged

his embarraflment, in the gallery of Verfailles, where

he could fcarcely appear without being furrounded

bv a number of Noblemen. " No fooncr do I let

III;
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1754. " my handkerchief fall," faid he, with a great deal
" of fimplicity, "than fevcral blue ribands are im-

** mediately (looping to difpute the honour of pick-
*' ing it up !" He was foon admitted to the petits

foupersi the King ufed to call him li'.tle brother. One
day, when his filler expeded to dine fite-h-the with

him, the King came in unawares, and being in-

formed v'ho was the guell Ihe wanted to fend away,

cried out : 'No ! your brother is one of the houfe j in-

jiead of taking away the plate that was intended for

him, you need only add one more ; we will dine all three

together. How was it poITible that his head Ihould

not turn !

However this may be, he was at firfl pofleficd

with the noble emulation of diftinguilhing himfelf

in his department, and of rendering it illuftrious.

He availed himfelf of the free accefs which favour

procured him, and of his filler's talle for the arts.

He put the two Academies upon a refpedable foot-

ing, and, under the King, was their protector. That

of architefture, which dated its exillence from

1 67 1, which for feveral years pall Iiad aflembled

even at the Louvre, but which had not hith^uo

been fettled by authority, though it had obtained

letters-patent, which confirmed and eftablifhed it

in 1717, was in ~;reat want of encouragement. His

filler contributed to it's advancement, by infjii ng

the King with i tallc for building. M. de MT.rigny

gave out priz(.'> to excite en.ulation betv.een the

young people, :\nd. thole who obtained them were

fent to Rome at Wis Majelly's expence* to view the

monuments of antiquity, and to ftudy them. He
conceived the vail projed of finilhing the Louvre,

.. ' that
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that fuperb edifice, which at once attells the gran-

deur of our Sovereigns, the badnefs of their tafte

in not refiding there, or their inability to finifli

it. It is not to be imagined to how great a de-

gree of pcrfedion architefture was carried under

the influence of this new MjEcenas. The circum-

ftance which diilinguilhcs our artifts in this way—
and which has not been attended to, either in

Egypt, or Greece, or Rome, or Tufcany under the

Medicis, or France under Lewis XIV, although It

be more eflcntial than the caryatides and the co-

lonades—is the interior diftnbution of the apart-

ments. 'Till our days, we had feen nothing but

long galleries and immenfe faloons. It is in-

credible to what a degree of perfedlion the inven-

tion of the conveniences in apartments has ar-

rived fince the year 1722, when, for the firft time,

this fortunate idea was fuggcfted at the palace of

bourbon. We have already obferved with how
much aftonifnmcnt the efforts of this art, in favour

of the firft miilrefs of Lewis XV. were admired at

Cnoify : it was then only in it's infancy. The art

of exocllifhments, ornaments, and furniture, which

is alfo CC5 nefted with the ftudy of architedlure, has

br:n in fome mcafure created under the Marquip

de Marigny, whom Petronius would have called

Ek^adtiaruf^ arbiter. Wlut an amazing progrefs

has not, luxury made in thefe articles ! Cote, who
<3'€d in the year 1735, was the firft man who
placed glafles over chimney-pieces. In our days,

the meaneft tradtfman defpifcs a lodging which is

not decorated with them. Chimnics have fince been

invented that turn upon a pivot, and can wai m
two rooms at once. Others ha\ l been conftrudled

wlioir
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1754. whofe (hafts are inclined) and the glafs overwhichy

"

not being quick-filvered, leaves a pfofped open

into the ftrcet, or country. The ingenious con-

trivances of our architects have been carried fo

far^ as to invent thofe tubes for the purpofe of con-

veying heat, which, without any vidble means, dif-

fufe a gentle warmth throughout the room; and

might perfuade flrangers, unacquainted with the fe-

cret, that the temperature of the air was altered.

The Academy of painting and fculpture has no

lefs obligations to the Marquis de Marigny, and has

improved in certain particulars under him. If men
of genius in thefe arts have perhaps become more

fcarce than they were, the artifts in general have

been more numerous, and better encouraged. The
prizes given, and the fcholars maintained in Italy,

to form their tafte upon the great models, muft nc^

ccffarily perpetuate the idea of the beautiful, even

in. thofe perfons, who, in compliance to fafhion, and

the frivolous talbe of the age, are obliged to: give

themfelves up to ftudies of a degenerate nature, ro

In 1740, was introduced the cuftom of expofitig

every year to the view, the eulogium, or the cri-

ticifm of the public, all the works of painting*

fculpture, and engraving, compofed by the members

of the Academy. M. de Marigny encouraged this

exhibition : but, in order to make it more perfe^,

and more confiderable, he ordered, that it fliould

only take place every other year. To excite the

emulation of the artifts who had not travelled, and

give them good models to copy from, he laid open

to the public that fuperb gallery of Rubens which

decorates the palace of Luxenrbourg : he induced

the King to give orders that his immenfe collection

.1 of
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of pidures fhould be fucceflivcly cxpofed to view in

the fame place. It was there that, in 17 51, that

pidture of Andrea del Sarto, worn out with age,

was renewed by the induftry of M. Pieft, inventor

of the fecret of tranfpofing the painting, without

damaging it, from one canvas to another, and thus

perpetuating it's exiftence. He attempted fincc,

the fame operation upon the Saint Michael, painted

upon wood by Raphael, and completed the bufi-

nefs fo happily, that he excited general admiration,

and that the King and all the Court were delighted

with it.

Loriot invented the art of fixing crayons, and

making them as durable as paintings in oil. Among
the chef d'ceuvres of the mod famous painters, a

portrait in needlework, by the Gobelin manufadure,

was exhibited in the faloon ; the delicacy of the

^ork, and the pcrfeftion of the colouring, deceived

the eye, and it was taken for a real pidure.

The art of applying enamel upon gold, of which

the French are'fuppofed to be the inventors, was par-

ticularly improved in thefe latter times ; it was car-

ried to fuch perfection, that hiftorical pidlures were

made in this way. There was a Hercules fpinning at

the feet of Omphale, by Durand, mentioned in the

Encyclopedie, as a performance, which would have

done honour to the greateft mailers.

The Savcnerie *, in fome refpeds the competitor

•of the GobelinSi brought forth prodigies, in point

367
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atChaillot: it has been iiace converted ifito a nianufaAure of
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of thofe fiiperb carpets, which are trodden under

foot by the effeminacy of our modern Luculli, ^ •* ^
While the brother of the favourite, under the

aufpices of this French Minerva, was thus reviving

the arts, and the Royal manufadlures in his depart-

ment, another revolution, not lefs rapid, was carry- .

ing on, in the other parts of this fpecies of aduii-
,

niftration. •. . . •'..^iu'.:.,: • ^.. )-'•«;.>

During the preceding war, we had difcovercd

the mifchief of fceking among foreigners, and even

among our enemies, thofe adventurous fpeculators,

who, for a profit proportioned to the rifques, more

or lefs great, infure to proprietors their fortune, ex-

pofed to the inconftancy of the elements, and to

the hazards of war. At all events, therefore, a part

of the riches of the kingdom muft go out of it by

this means, and impoveriHi it infcnfibly: to pre-

vent hereafter this political evil, and this fatal

drain, feveral rich merchants formed an aflbciation,

under the aufpices of Government, in order to

cftabliih at Paris a Chamber of Infurance, the firft

capital of which amounted to twelve millions f* ;'t~

Great roads are an effential method to prefervc

the communication of commerce. This objeft had

already begun to be attended to under Lewis XIV.

;

but the art of making roads was then only in it's

infancy. It had received fome improvements fince

the beginning of the reign of Lewis XV. and, un-

der the diredion of M. de Trudaine, Intendant of

finances, had been carried to an aftonifhing degree

of pcrfcftion. He fettled the office for the bridges

zi ci»- *iii-» \n>. i. ;',*!»>} ^i^-'tv

t Five hundred thoufatid pounds, -•«'•'—' V*^«^^i

- ^- -'— -'-^'^ '^-'-^ "and

r
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and caufeways upon the befl footing. He placed

at the head of them, an Engineer- Architedl in chief,

four Infpeftors-Gencral, one Direflor, fome Geo-

graphers, and five-and- twenty Engineers. Soon

after this, he favoured the eftablifliment of a fchool,

from whence the young people, wilhing to devote

themfelves to this branch, were to be drawn. Con-

veniency, utility, and elegance, were equally at-

tended to. Thofe regular and majeftic plantations

which border and fliade our public roads, will one

day prove a refource againft: the effedls of that luxury

which cuts down cur mod extcnfive forefts. The
only circumftance this magnificent Minifter can

be reproached with, is the having made the roads

too fpacious, incroaching thus upon lands, valuable

for agriculture, which would have been better em-

ployed in fowing and reaping. There would alfo

be other abules to. reform j fuch as thofe cruel vaf-

falages, with which an Intendant opprefTes the

cultivator.^ of the foil, and thofe roads, of mccr

oftentation, to form which, a man of influence, a

great Nobleman, or a Minifter, makes his vafTals

affift, for his own convenience, or to fhorten his

voyage by a quarter of a league, and which Jiavc

no other advantage but to fpare fome fatigue to the

horfes, and fome wearifomcncfs to the maftcr. At
the period we are now fpeaking of, a road of this

kind was opened for Lewis XV. the meer title of

which excites our indignation. The anecdote de-

ferves to be recorded. - • :-:

In the month of May 1750, the police was em-

ployed in carrying off fome perfons by force, as is

ufually done from time to time in Paris—which,

being the receptacle of all the worft people in thq

Vol. II. B b kingdom,
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370 THE PRIVATE LIFE
1750. kingdom, muft neccfTariljr be purged now and then

from this rabble, which otherwife increafing, and

leaguing themfelvcs together, could no longer be

kept under. It is difficult, in the fecret and clan-

deltine manner in which thofe ads of violence arc

carried into execution by underlings of the police,

themfelves the refufe and the fcum of the citizens,

that they Ihould not be unjuft, opprefTive, and

fometjmes tyrannical. This is the peculiar cha-

rafter of all thofe operations over which the law

does not immediately prefide, and which are not

executed under the orders of juftice. An officer

of police, thirding after profit, and in hopes of

impunity, carried off a child : he flattered himfelf]*

that he fhould obtain from the mother a ranfom

to return the infant to her. It is well known to

what a height maternal love is exalted with the

fex. Among the mildeft animals, the. females, in

fuch indances, are no longer the fame, but become

wild and furious. The woman in queflion, reftrain-

ed by no degree of fear, raifed the whole neigh-

bourhood with her cries, and was joined by other

mothers, feized with Hmilar alarms. Soon after, it

was not only one or two, or even a few children

that were carried offj it was thoufands. Sinifter

reports were Ihortly fpread about i it was faid, that

Lewis XV. a fecond Herod, was going to renew

the maflfacre of the innocents ; that an illuftrious

patient, to fave himfelf from death, was, by order

of his phyfician, to bathe in human blood, and of

the pureft kind. Such an idea was fully fufficient

to work up this rage to the utmoft pitch oi vio-

lence; a rage which in itfelf was certainly very

rcfpeftable, inafmuch as it arofe from the moft

1 beautiful
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faleautiful and moft eflcntial fentiment of nature.

The tumult began among the women in the fuburb

of Saint Anthony j and, foon fpreading from one

neighbourhood to another, communic ted .tfelf to

the men, and reached the capital. Any man, who had

the appearance of an officer of police, was in danger

of his life. One of them was maffacred, and an un-

fortunate man, who refembled another, had a great

deal of trouble to efcape. The Lieutenant of

police at that time was M. Berrycr. Th favourite

chofe to have a perfon in that pofl: entirely devot-

ed to her ; this man was abfolutely fo j which cir-

cumftance, from the beginning, had rendered him
odious to the public. Befides, he was infolent,

hard, and brutal. The populace advanced to his

hotel in a tumultuous manner, with the moft

grofs inve<5tives, and broke his windows. Being as

cowardly as he was brutal, he loft his judgment,

and ran away through his gardens, to avoid the in-

famous treatment with which he was threatened,

and of which he already thought himfelf the viAim,
Some of his people, on the contrary, more intrepid,

caufed the doors to be fet open, and by this bold

ftroke intimidated the rabble j they imagined, that

it was a trap laid for thofe who fhould penetrate

into the houfe : they all conceived, that they faw a

gulph in which they were to be fwallowed up, and

remained motionlefs. In the mean time, the French

and Swifs guards were marching, as well as the two

companies of Moufquctaires, and the feveral corps

of the King's houfehold troops. This was quite

fufficient to contain this undifciplined herd, among

which there were more women than men, more

idle fped^ators than combatants. In a few hours.

571
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1754. every thing was quiet. The firft that were taken,

JO Oft.

were immediately hanged up, without examining

whether they were concerned in the riot or not, for

the fake of example ; and in order to give, at the fame

time, fomc apparent fatisfadion to the people, the

Parliament fummoned the Lieutenant of Police, re-

primanded him, and enjoined him to be more cir-

cumfpeft in his poll ; an humiliation for which the

Court foon made him amends, by appointing hin^

Counfellor of State. Madame de Pompadour be^

came ftill more attached to him, and loaded him af-

terwards with honours and fortune.

To prevent, for the future, fuch alTemblies, which

had alarmed the Court, the King iifued a declaration,

which, fceming to lay all the blame upon the beg-

gars and vagabonds, wl^o fwarm from the provinces

to Paris, ordered, under feveral penalties, that

every individual fhould be obliged to follow fome

employment, or to retire to the place of his nativity.

Py this order, a legal form was at Icaft given to the

imprefling of people, which was continued under that

pretence. Defpotifm alfo took advantage of this

circumftance, to extend itfclf, and acquire new
llrength. The guard of the town was at that time

a citizen's guard, pacific, and under the direction of

the magiftracy. Deftined only for the fecurity of

the inhabitants, and not to opprefs them, they were

taxed with not having done their duty during the

infurredion of the populace ; though, in fa6b, it did

not belong to them to arm themfelves againft their

fellow-citizens, and to fire upon them. The Minif-

tcr of Paris, who dctefted the Parliament, ventured

to remove that corps from under their authority,

in order to rake it to himlt-lf, and place it under his
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own controul. M. de Roquemont at that time

commanded the gnei *, for that is the name given to

his company. He was ambitious, eager of acquiring

military honours, and afliamed at not being able to

obtain the crofs of St. Louis, which M. Duval, his

father-in-law and his predeceflbr, had gained, though

indeed for a deteftable afbion, fmce it was an aflafli-

nationf. It was he who propofed to Count d'Argenfon^

to introduce order and difcipline in his company,

which had never been thought of before, and to put

It upon a military footing j a uniform was given to

them from that Minifter, who readily adopted his

ideas j he taught them their cxercife, and foon con-

verted this colleftion of mechanics and workmen, who
formerly appeared in all forts of colours, into a re-

gular corps, well difciplined, refpeflable, and capa-

ble of keeping the people in awe. In a word, this

guard was augmented by a patrole on horfeback, in

the day-time, which, pafling continually through the

city, putting themfelves in motion on the lealt dif-

turbance, and preventing the gathering of crowds,

infured thus at once both the tranquillity and flavery

of the citizens. The poft of Commandant of the

watch is become fo confiderablc, that we have ktn

in our days a General Officer folicit the appoint-

ment.
•«• '

^

'' M. d'Argcnfon, befide?, contrived to conftru(5t, in

the environs of Paris, barracks for the French and

•? * The Watch.

f The received anecdbte Is, that M. Duval had been comiiiif-.

fioned by the Regent to murder M. de la Grange-Chancel, the

author of the Philippics, and that he killed, with a pillol-fhot, in

the ftreet called Bout-du-monde, the poet Vergier, Commiflary of

the navy. His intention, notwithftanding this miftake, waif

neverthelefs rewarded. -

B b J Swif^
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,1754, Svvifs guards, to be able the more readily to affcm-

' ble the troops in cafe of need, and in order that thofc

buildings might be fo many citadels to flank the

town, and keep the inhabitants in order.

Some months after the rior, the voyage to Com-
picgne took place. It was cuftomary for his Majefty

to pafs through Paris to go tlierc. It was repre-

fented to him, that it was not proper he flffotild ho-

nour with his prefence a rebellious city ; » road from

Verfailles to St. Dennis was therefore conftrudteJ

in hade, and it was called The road cf revolt, tor per-

petuate the remembrance of an imaginary crimcy and

of the iliameful weaknefs of the Monarch, This was

the fatal period, when ihe ties of afFeftion between

the Sovereign and tlic fubjedts- began to be loofcned.

Lewis XV. came no more to Paris, but in all the

parade of fcvcrity and anger, and the people no mo^e

beftowed upon him tho-fe blefTingSy fo flattering to the

cars and the heart of good Kings.
'^"^

; _ While the arts, manufa6li>res, commerce, and the

.municipal adminiftration, were receiving improve-

ments, from the ftili feeble and weakened lights of

philofophy, jurifprudence was, in- foir>e rcfpefh,

emerging alfo from barbarifmand prejudices. Among
other fortunate and necellary changes, d'Aguefleau

had terminated his career by that, fine decree cif rn-

tairifllied By the King at the Commanderie of Vieux-

Tbnc, as if to teach France and othef nations, that,

notwithftanding the embarrafiments of the war, he

di<i not lofe fight of his attention to the kglflatipn'.
'-'

But the moft important monument, the moft pro-

per to do honour to the Minifter who was then'at the

head, of the finances, and.to the Cound.U was.phe-de-

ciTe which ordered, that in future the tranfportatiojt

-riti'

!
• cent.
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of corrt fliould be intirely free in tht interior part of 1754.

the kingdom, from one province to another, without
'

any liecefllty for i paflport of permit, and \lrhich

granted to the provinces of Languedoc and Auch
the indefinite liberty of trading with foreigners in

this article. This freedom of the tr^nfportatidn of

torn, ha;' been vriftied for a long time in France j it

encourages agriculture, the firft fource of riches in a

ftate, and which produces the wealth of England.

It had been indire«5lly the caufe of her fuperiority

over lis in the laft war, and, in the opinion of fome
politicians f, of the difgraceful peace we had been

forced to accept. Some patriotic writers had already*

begun to Ihew the abfurdity and injuftice of this pro-

hibition, but truth muft be a long while expofed to

view, in matters of politics, before it convinces;

Fortunately, one of them, attached to the Marchio-

nefs 6f Pompadour, in quality of her phyfician, ob-

tained more influence, and was fufficiently zealous in

the caufe to inculcate with fuccefs, at Court, the prin-

ciples of the oeconomic-philofophersj who, fincethat

time, colledbedthemfelves into a body, and unanimoufly

chofe this phyfician for their worthy Prefident. We
(hall have 'occafion hereafter to fpeak in a more am-
ple manner of Dodor Quefnay, for this was the phy-

Acian's name, who, by his fuggeftions, became the

iaviour of the whole kingdom. The prudence of the

iegiflatqr prevented the givirtg imimediately to this

law all the; extent it was fufceptible of; it was more

confiftent with his wifdom, prcvioufly to confidcr the

firft cflfeAs of it, and thefe coiild only be known from

•xperiencc* #5»* ' .

.-'--. -

:«
" ^'

f See the werk intitlei. Tit tvttrefts cffraxn illundtrfitoi*

B b 4 Th«

1 .:

A



37^ THE PRIVATE LIFE
1754. The fcience of phyfic received alfo great improve-

ments, and affumed a new face : in the medical

fchools, knowledge was fubftituted to pedantry, ex-

perience to habit, difcovery to [prejudices, graceful-

nefs and amenity to ridicule and barbarifm i reme-

dies were prefcribed in lefs profufion, and nature was

left more at liberty to aft for herfelf ; the cuftom of

bleeding was particularly reftrained j general and en-

larged notions were propagated refpeding the means

of prefcrving the inhabitants from thofe two deftrucr

tive fcourgcs of mankind, the fmall-pox and the ve-

nereal difeafe ; of guarding againll the fling of the

viper, or recalling drowned people to life. In 1752
there was an inftance of what an adive and enlighten-*

cd zeal could produce, a miraculous effort of induftry

and humanity, the memory of which ought to be

preferved. On the loth of July the quarry of An-
toni fell in : two workmen were buried in it at the

depth of one hundred and fifty feet. The Intendanc

gave orders, that evci / exertion fhould be made to

relieve them; and a great number of workmen were

employed for this purpofe, whofe labours were in-

terrupted by thunder ihiking upon the fpot where

they were digging, and filling it up. Their zeal wa$

jf ^ not diminiibed by this accident, and they ftiil conr
:- tinued their labour. At lall, on (he 19th qf July;

they got at thefe unfortunate people, who had bee*

buried in this abyfs for the fpace of nin^ days. Xh^f
had fubfifted there the whole time oft four ppunil^. pf
bread, eight pints of water, and a candle. Every

polTible precaution was taken in bringing them ba^k

to the open air, and giving them food by degrctsts*

and they had the good fortune to be completely re^

ibored to health.

The
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r i The difputcs which arofc between the phyficianS

and furgeons, was the caufe of the latter becoming

illullrious, from their being obliged in future to ap-

ply themfelves to iludy, and forming a Royal Aca>

demy among their own body, where queftions were

propofed and prizes diftributed. The famous la Pey-

ronnie laid the firft foundation of it : he obtained of

his Majefty, to have a fuperb amphitheatre conftrufted

at Montpellier, for the ^urpofe ofanatomical demon-

ftrations. Lewis XV. confented to it the more rea-

dily, as he was much attached to his firft furgeon,

and fond of his art i prodigies of which he had feen

after the battles of Fontenoi and Laiifeld. The King

•about that time bought of a man named BrafTard, a

rriafter furgeon at Berry, the fecret of the Agaric of

the Oak, the property of which is to ftop blood with-

out ligature, in amputations and hsemorrhages j and

his Majefty caufed this fecret immediately to be made
|)ublie^ throughout his kingdom, for the relief and

preferVatidn of his fubjefts. h»^'^*i:^' ^
=• ^'^^

'*- Alas ! all this learning, and thefe united improve-

rrients,- could not prevent the greateft misfortune,

undoubtedly, France had experienced during tlie in-

terval' of the two wars we are treating of. This was

the death of Marftial Saxe, which happened at Cham-
Ibord, in the forty-fifth year of his age. Many anec-

dotes were related about this event, as is always the

cstfe \n any thing that concerns extraordinary men.

The tKifH i^, that he dred in his bed, from the con-

fequences of his debaucheries. During the two laft

years of his life, he was reduced to the ftate of a

walking fkeleton, retaining nothing but his name.

With regartr^ to' this circumftance, he has juftly in-

curred the reproach of not having been nice enough
i^/.U in

37 y

1754.

^1

li

30 Not,

17 50*



37t

'%.-*^

THE PRIVAtE LIFE
in the grarificatiooof his pafliohs, fince they brought

him to a premature end. OcKerwife) this exccffiyc

tafte for courtesuns was> perhaps* the fource of all

hia exploits, and trfhb glory. If the intercourfe was

injurious to his healthi and debilitating, it did not

in. the lead reftrain the freedom of his underftanding,

and hia foul dill preferved all it's energy. He was

aware of the dangtf of a ferious and tender attach-

ment. How many military Commanders do we fee

loft in the« indulgences of a foft paHlon ! Befidesj

the extreme attachment of an adrefs for the Marihal,

was a proof, that women of this kind are not in-

capable of the mod generous efforts, and the mod-

heroic facrifices. Who does not know that Ma-
demoifelle le Couvreur had fold her jewels to make

Up his equipages, at the time of his eledlion to the

Putchy of Courland ? And, when this condudt is

compared with that of a Great Lady, who, in a fit

pfinprdinate jealoufy, was guilty of the moft vile^

bafe, and atrocious crime againft her rival, who
should not rather have imitated the example of

fhe Marfhal, and preferred the a<^refs to the

Princefs*? .;.^y.

, . , - , Count
)\ I

53 .

•5Vu *;

* The following anecdote is univcfrfally kriowri. Thd Dqtcltefs

tf Bouillon having threatened Madfcmoifelle \i Gottvreiiir, if ih«

did not give up Marflial Saxe entirety t6 heif, with the ef&fia of

ler rage ; one day, when the latter was playing the part of Ra-

cine's Phedr^, in the prefence of the Dutchels, the afirefs caft a

look of indignation at her while ihe w2s pronoandng theft

^M*^^* Slsi goutaat Jmu U erim une tranquilU pmiti

0»t/S¥/tfairt unffQM q,m nt rougUJMmfuK

aoi
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Count Saxc had a great fhare of bodily ftrengthj

and his conflitution was ftrong in proportion, al-

though the latter is not always the confequence of

that natural quality* The gratification of fenfual

pleafure was not fo much a pafllon as an appetite in

him. He thought the fame with regard to others,

and this idea had influenced the plan of difcipline

edablifhed in his army. He had appointed at Bruf-

fcls a place for the indulgence of his foldiers in thia

particular. A centincl was polled at the door, with

orders to hinder any officer, who might be inclined to

it, from coming in. His motive in this was, to pre-

vent the fatal inconveniences of their mixing with

mean and low company : he took it for granted,

that the officers might provide themfelves clfc-

where.
'

''

'- Marflial Saxe was not more delicate in his friend-

fhips with men—he was very^intimate with a Farmer

General, whofe name was la Poupeliniere. Madame
de Pompadour * a(ked him one day what qualities he

found in that man, that could engage the Marfhal to

keep him company; Madam, anfwered the Marlhal,

j!?e baf one quality, which to me is a very excellent one:

i w-.+t I am not hardened in the track of vice, ^ "JVi'i'r.
.^

?»ri! V. As thofe, who, ftrangers to the confcious WaAjf-j^^'/^.-v-
,

'•'i.'zjfii-: l^ev^l in crimes with an uorufRed mind..^^^^,
. ^^^^

,
';'

Madfmoirelle le Couvrear died Toon after of poifon.
if .'trW:«-. oii

yw

am

* See Memoirs cf Madame dt Pompadourf \3e, ft work, the aiK

^enticjty ctf. which is as dpitlstrnl a^ ber Letto?*: but whiqh w^
follow, when it is in conformity with the manufcripts we have

under our eyes^ior ft(,le^-4p^;ni9^,cQi)tra4i£tt;l)eB, and ia other

rcfpeits has fome relejablanca* , ^ ,. ,,, .^ .

i\
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fw when I am in want of a hundred thoufand llvm *,

Ifindtbemin bis coffers -, whereas^ when I apply to

ibe ComptroUcr (jeneral, bf always tells me that he ha:

no money*

This was the confcquence of his attachment to

gold : he was great only in war—in every thing elfe,

he had the littlenefs of vulgar minds i and confirmed

the truth of la Bruycre's faying, that no man is a

hero to the eyes of his valet de chambre. He was

very coarfe in his language, and fworc like a trooper,

had not the leaft tinfturc of literature, and did not

even know how to fpell. In t\iz Memoirs o/Noailles f,

we fi".d a letter from him to this old Marfhal, in

which he confults him upon the occafion of a feat

that was offered to him in the Frcncli Academy j he

had the good fenfe, however, to decline this honour.

The book, which is entitled his Reveries^ publifhed

after his death, is not written by him, but is com-

pofed upon his ideas, and upon what his companions

in war had heard him lay. This work has made a

revolution in our taftics, already begun by the

Chevalier Folard, the tranflator and commentator of

Polybius, who died a little time after Marfhal Saxe.

Since this period, feveral of the military have applied

thcmfelvcs to their profeffion, have ftudied and writ-

ten upon it.

The death of this hero afHifted the whole king-
' dom, which confidered him as their fhield. LewisXV.

felt the lofs more than any other perfon i he faid

;

/ have no mere Generals—/ have none hut Captains

left. Not being able, on account of his religion^

n'sk

* Upwards of four thoufand pounds*

t Publilhedby the Abb« Milon.

t«
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to grant him, as had been done to Turennej a place

in the church of St. Dennis, among the tombs of the

Sovereigns, he ordered that the expcnces of con*

veying his body, and burying it at Strafbourg,rhould

be taken out of the Royal Treafury -, and M. Pigal,

a celebrated fculptor, was directed to eredl a maufo-

leum of marble to him, the monument, and laH; re-

ward of this Marflial's fcrvices. M. d'Alembert,

already known to be a great Geometrician, but who
was not then received into the French Academy,

having not yet . tried his powers in literature, and

feeming to have little pretention to wit, made his

firft eflay in an epitaph upon Mar(hal Saxe. Though
an indifferent compofition, it was much in vogue,

and the name of it's author alone has refcued it from

oblivion : the reader may judge of it.

Carthage and Rome, two rival Chiefs have claim'd,

For coolnels one, for enterprize one fam'd

;

Thy Saxon Champion, France, hath both furpad,

Cool as the firft, and ardent as the laft *.

.'.The death of Marfhal Lowendhal, which hap-

pened a few years afterwards, deprived the nation of

that other defender, that only pupil of Marfhal Saxe;

who was able to fucceed him, notwithflanding the

hn mot of a Courtier, who, after the death of Count

Saxe, had faid : Lowendhal will do no good in the

war hereafter, for his Counfellor is dead. .. ;
. m. .. ,;

Rome cut dans Fabius un gucrrier politique ;

Dans Annibal, Carthage cut un chef heroique ;

La France plus heureufe, eut dans ce fier Saxon,

La xk\e du premier, et le bras da fecond.
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1754. The King gav6 a pcnflon of twenty thoufand
^*"

livfcs t to his widow, and to his fon his regiment of

Genfian infantry. So generous a treatment ought

not to have difgufted foreigners from entering into his

Majeft/i femce j but thejealoufy ofthe Great, and of

the Minilbers, prevented them in fwture, and was the

cailfc df the misfortunes wc are going to relate, -

c;l.i w X'.- i.. Upwards of eight hundred pounds,
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