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Notgs and Commgents

A thrill of proper pride, very natu-
ral, considering the unswerving
loyalty to the empire of the Cana-
dian militia must have passed
through all ranks of the force when
the cable announced the other day
that at the very first appearance
of a suspicion of trouble on the
Luropean international political
situation the Dominion govern-
ment, through its representative
in London had tendered a force
of Canadian troops to the home

government. We have always
maintained that Canada as well as
the other self-governing colonies of
the empire should recognise in sonie
tangible form a fair share of res-
ponsibility in connection with the
matter of Imperial defence. As our

government has not yet arranged a
basis upon which Canada can bind
herself to do her fair share in assist-
ing to maintain the defensive forces
of the empire, the offer of the Do-
minion government the other day to
furnish and maintain a force in the
eventof war, comes veryopportunely
as showing that our government re-
cognizes, as does the militia, Cana-
da’s responsibility in this important
matter. _

But in the name of all that is
political, martial or sensible at
Ottawa, why was this offzr of force
restricted to the Royal Regiment of
Canadian Infantry ? Did the powers
that be suppose that the ‘“ regular”’
redcoats could be the easiest spared
from the country? Did they con-
sider the gallant regiment, the best
availabie fighting force at hand, or
had they any fell designs on the
lives of such of the officers of the
corps as received their commissions
through political preference and do
not know enough of military science
to take reasonable care of them-
selves on a campaign? We have
General Herbert’s own word for it
that the artillery service is much
superior to the infantry, and as the
Royal Regiment of Canadian Artil-
lery was not included in the offer it
is scarcely reasonable to suppose
that it was mere excellence alone
which restricted the offer to the re-
gular infantry regiment.

As to the availability. of the
Royal Regiment there can be no
disputing the statement that in the
event of hostilities this corps should
be the very last one to be taken
from the duties it is at present sup-
posed to perform, that of imparting
jnstruction to the active militia.

T'he whole excuse for the establish-
ment and maintenance at great exe
pense of the four companies which
have been incorporated into this
regiment was, aud is, to provide
schools of instruction for the active
militia. In the event of war, even
of invasion, it would be a great mise
take to remove these companies
from their instructional duties, for
each military district would lie then
more in need of its nucleus of milie
tary kaowledge than ever and of
its school for training officers and
non-commissioned office*s.

There has been gradually deve-
loping among certain officers of the
permanent force, particularly in the
infantry, an idea that the school
feature of our Canadian barracks 1s
derogatory to their dignity and
positions as officers and gentlemen,
objecting alike to their institutions
being called ‘“ schools’’ and to the
men of the permanent corps being
used for the very instructional
parades which they are paid to pro-
vide for the attached offieers and
non-commissioned officers. ‘“ We
arc not common schoolmasters,”
they say, ‘‘nor are our men mere
blocks for a military kindergarten,”’
and this in spite of the fact that
these corps are maintained wholly
for educational purposes. Of course
there are notable exceptions, officers
who esteem it their highest pri-
vilege to be able to assist in their
militaty studies the officers and
men of the active Militia who pass
through their hands; but enough
of this absurd priggishuness exists
to make one all the more keenly
regret as particularly ill advised,
this apparent encouragement by the
government of the idea that the re-
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giment is maintained as a combat-
tive force rather than as a part of a
military educ. tional system.

When the time comes for Canada
to assist the Mother Country witha
military force, that force should be
drawn from the active militia. We
ought to know something of the
temper and resources of the force,
and have not the least hesitation in
saying that if Canada wanted to
raise a force for foreign service with
the Imperial army to-morrow, five
battalions of a thousand picked
and serviceably disciplined men
each, could be paraded on Laprairie
Common within seven days, ready
to march on board the transports.
When the last serious, war cloud
hung over the Mother Couatry,
whole battalions of the active
militia, from commanding officer
to bugler, volunteered for foreign
service and they would do it again.
1t would be absurd to pretend that
all of the active militia battalions
are as effective fighting machines
as the Royal Regiment of Canadian
Infantry, but without the least
trouble Ontario and Quebec could
each furnish two, and the Maritime
Provinces between them one batta-
lion for foreign service well officer-
ed and with men of better general
physique, even than seen in the
Royal Regiment.

I'he Moutreal press and certain
of the clergy of some of the evangeli-
cal denominationsarekeeping up the
discussionaboutthedrinkingdoneby
the militiaafterdrilleitherinthearm-
oriesor in the saloons adjacent to the
drill hall. So far the accusersof the
men of the force confine themselves
to generalities andhave by no means
succeeded in proving that the Mon-
trealers who don Her Majesty’s
uniform are the dreadful drunkards
they paint them. The Montreal
militiaman is probably no better
and no worse than the average
young Canadian. He has tote
respectable and of good character,
however, to gain admission to any
of the corps, and if he does drink a
glass of beer after drill now and
again he certainly does nothing out
of the way while in uniform or he
would appear in the Recorder’s
Court occasionally, which he never
does. Some very excellent people
consider the ideal young man to
be the mild youth who finds the

acme of hilarity in nursing the
baby, in dancing attendance upon
all the crochetty old maids in the
neighborhood or in a game of “‘post-
office”” with his aunt. They will
not find many bold, bad men of
that type in the militia, and it is
devoutly to be heped that they
never will.

Are any of the rural corps going
to drill this year ? Are the threat-
ened changes in establishments of
corps to take place? Are the au-
thorities satisfied with the Martini-
Metford rifle? If so, when is the
force to be re-armed? Arethe ex-
isting militia corps by systematic
discouragement to be wiped out of
existence and be succeeded by a
small standing army ? Inthe wcrds
of a certain epigramatic, ungram-
matical American legislator. Where

are we at anyway ? "’
il @ G—e

Fighting on the Afghan
Frontier.

—

A telegram from Quetta, dated Nov. 3,
states that news has reached there from
Wauristan that 2,000 tribesmen made a
determined attack on Col. A. H. Turner’s
camp at Wano that morning. They were
repulsed with heavy loss, the troops pur-
suing them into the hills,

Another telegram, dated Nov. 4, states
that further accounts fiom Waziristan
show that the tribesmen in the early
morning crept up the ravines about Col.
Turner’s camp, rushed past the pickets,
and swept down upon the 1st Goorkhas.
Our men had been waiting for an hour,
armed and accoutred, in their tents, the
morning being bitterly cold. A fierce
hand to-hand encounter took place, the
Gioorkhas behaving splendidly against
superior numbers. In a quarter of an
hour the enemy began to give way, and
retired as day broke. The cavalry were
then able to charge, but not before a
heavy fire had been poured into the camp
by a body ot Wauris supporting the at-
tacking party. The tribesmen were pur-
sied some miles, and left 100 dead in and
about the camp. Casualties:—Lieut. P.
I. F. Macaulay, R. E., killed. Lieut. R.
D. Angelo and Lieut. Herbert, 1st Goork-
has, dangerously wounded. Lieut. Horn-
by, orderly officer ; Scrgt.-Major Haiy ;
Lieut. Thompson, 20th Punjab Infantry,
severely wounded. Two native officers
and mine Sepoys, 1st Gooikhas, killed ;
32 wounded. Two sepoys, zoth Punjib
Infantry, wounded.

Later details state that the casualties in

the action at Wano are reported to be 21
soldiers and 23 followers killed. Tw>
hundred and filty dead Waziris have been
counted. It is believed that the punish-
ment inflicted will be severe enoug¢h to
deter the tribesmen from further fighting.
The reserve brigade i$ held in readiness
to advance,

The following telegrams from the
Viceroy, dated Nov. 4, have been receiv-
ed at the India Office :—

* Gieneral officer commanding Wauiris-
tan reports determined attack was made
on camp Wano 35.30 o'clock, Nov. 3, by
Waunris, who, under cover of darhuness
and network of nullahs, made desperate
rush past pickets on 1st Batn. 15t Goork-
has, who turned out at once, and with
great gallantry and steadiness, cleared
their camp, although some of the enemy
penetrated further. Enemy continued
firing heavily, making repeated efforts to
charge, which were checked by our fire.
At swx o’clock enemy began retiring, and
at .15, wher there was sufficient day-
light, cavalry pursaed, followed by artil-
lery and infantry.  Enemv, who are be-
lieved to be Malsud Waziris. suffered
severely, and left 100 killed on the
ground. Our losscs as follows :—K:l'ed:
Lieut. Macaulay, R.E. Wounded : Staff
Lieut. Hornby, 24th Bombay Infantry,
severely ; 1st Punjab Cavalry, Surg.-Maj.
Haiyg, severely ; 1st Datn. 1st Goorkhas,
Capt. Lang, severely ; Lieut. Angelo,
dangerously ; Lieut. Herbert, dangerous-
ly ; 20th Bengal Infantry, Lieut. I. F. R,
Thompson, severely. Native ranks:—
Killed: 1st Batn, 15t Goorkhas, two
native officers, nine men. Wounded :
Ist Batn. 1st Goorkhas, 32 men; 2zoth
Bengal Infantry, two men. Fuller details
will follow.”

“In continuation of our telegram of
to-day :—Troops returned \Wano four
p-m. 3rd. Pursued 10 wiles, dispersing
enemy, flying towards Khaisara and
Shaka.  ‘Total exemy’s loss probably ex-
ceeds :30. Our losses heavier than first
reported. DBritish offlicers as previously
telezraphed.  Nuitive ranks :— Killed :
15t Punjab Cavalry, one s 15t Batn. 1st
Goorkhas, two native officers, 17 men,
Wounded : 15t Purjab Cavaly, three;
1st Batn, 1st Goorkbas, 32 rank and file ;
2oth Benegal Infantry, threc ; followers,
killed 23, wounded 20.”

Royal Military Cellege Clab

OF CANADA:

Oer1IcE or YHE Hox. Skerevary-TREASURER,
QUEBEC, 15t December, 1894,

OFFICIAL COMMUNICATION, No, 9, 1591,

No. 1, Annual Dinner & Mceting

The Annual Meceting will be held on Friday, thy
st of March, 1%y, and the Annual Dinner oa the
evening of the same date inthe City of Outawa,

Place of Mceeting & Dinner will be in charge of a
local Commitiee

Members connected with the Army or M litia are
requested to appear at the Dinner in the Mess uni-
form of their respective Corps,

Members are requested to notify the Hon, Secretary
if it is their intention of heing present in order w
faciiitate arrangements.

The place of holding Meeting van be ascertained
upon application to the Hon Secreiary in th: Moath
of Febiruary, or from the Members of the Club in thay
City upon their arrival to attend the Meceting.

By Qrder,
ERNEST F. WURTELE,
Captain R, L,
Hon, Secretary -Treasurer,
Royal Military College Club of Canady
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OUR SERVIOE CONTEMPORARIES,

There is no finality in gun construc-
tiop, but improvements and modifications
are, as a rule, along fixed lines. A
Swedish engineer, however, is credited
with taking quite a new departure, for,
to diminish, if not entirely to prevent,
erosion, he proposes to make the gun as
well as the projectile revolve. Holding
that it is the wasted gases of combustion
which escape between the projectile and
the bore of the gun that are the principal
cause of deterioration, his suggestion is
to give up rifling and revert to smooth
bores. This method will, he contends,
enable us not only to dispense with the
cost of rifling, but to fit the projectile
with gas checks, which will renderit im-
possible for any gases to rush past them,
Recognising, however, that it is neces-
sary to make the projectile revolve, he
has invented a mechanical arrangement
which, at the instant of firing, will give
the gun itself an axial rotatory motion,
the shot or shell receiving its motion
from the gun. Moreover he asserts that
as he can either make his motion con-
stant or increasing at will, the effect pro-
duced will be the same as that given by
a constant or increasing twist in the ri-
fling of a gun. The advantages claimed
for the new method are improved accura-
cy of fire, reducing the cost of ordnance
by one-half, and an increase in the life
of the gun equal to 100 per ceut. It seems
to be a novel idea, but there are two
points which make it appear of doubtful
value—first, the question of whether the
projectile will revolve with the gun ; and
secondly, whether the machinery for re-
volving the gun will not be very com-
plicated and liable to get out of order in
a:tion.

M. Ulric de Civry has published in the
Echo de I'Armée a deeply interesting
article upon the French general officers,
survivors of the war of 1870. Of those
who then held the rank of general of
division or brigade, and still live mostly
in retirement, he gives a list, and some
may be surprisad to learn how many of
these veterans have been spared. They
number 83 in al), and are ranked in the
second section of the general staff (reserve
and retired), with the exception of Mar-
shal Canrobert and Generals de T,admt-
rault and d’Ex¢a, who are maintained on
the Active List hors cadre, because they
commanded in chief before the enemy,
and of Generals Saussier, de Galliffet,
Billot, Viel &’lspeuilles, and Drince
Murat (the last.named in disponibilité
since the fall of the Empire), who appear
still upon the list for active service. The
doyen of these gallant soldiers is General
Fuzenou de Kersalaun, now of the age
of 91, who, as Goveruor of Verdun, de-
fended that place against tiie invaders,
Marshal Canrobert, at the age of 83, is
the last survivor of his rank, and with his

departure the Marshals of I'rance will
have come to an end. Among the more
famous or better known names are those
of General Bourbuki, who commanded
the Imuypcrial Guard and the Army of the
East (now aged 75) ; General Trochu, the
defender of Paris (79) ; General du Barail,
commander of the Chasseurs d'Afrique
and afterwards of the cavalry of the 6th

Corps {74) ; General du Prenil, who com-
manded the cavalry of the Imperial
Guard (75,; and General d’Auvergue,
Chief of the Staff of the Imperial Guard
(81). In regard to age, it is interesting
to learn that two of these general officers
are over go, four between 86 and go, 22
between 81 and 85, 24 between 76 and 8o,
21 between 71 and 75, seven between 66
and 70, and nine between 60 and 65. It
is understood that upon the outbreak of
war General Saussier would become com-
mander-in-chief of the French armies,
and that Generals de Galliffet and Billot
would receive chief commands,

The feeling of hesitation on the part of
the French before engaging in too exten-
sive an adventure in Madagascar, a feel-
ing to which intensity is given by the
death of the Czar, has found loud and
unequivocal expression in the columns
of the Figaro. M. Fraucis Magnier, who
directs the political views of that paper,
and whose prudence and moderation have
gained for him wide influence, makes the
following curious remarks:—*1In the
course of this week,” he says, *‘‘the
Chamber will have to pronounce upon
the expedition to Madagascar. It is not
likely to express disapproval of it. No-
body feels any desire or need to take
possession of that island, the possession
of which we have verv well managed to
do without until November, 1894, We
know perfectly well that we shall not go
there, that our children will not go there,
nor our investments, that it is simply a
place manufactory, a land of exotic
banks, and railways that have no pas-
sengers and no traffic. Unfortunately
these truths, of which everyone in private
is convinced, are forgotten in an artificial
enthusiasm the moment that our isolated
objections find themselves grouped in
the Chamber, in a club, or even a caf¢,
This expedition is a very serious thing
(I admiit, for the sake of argument, that
it is necessary). Will the Government
admit its seriousness at once? Will it
have the courage to mention the neces-
sary sums, not for beginning the cam-
paign, which is a well-known trick, but
for its inevitable development? I cannot
say ; but in any case it is well to give a
helping hand.” M. Magnier than pro-
ceeds to quote a letter received from an
officer who has made a careful study of
the whole question of the Madagascar
campaign, in which the conclusion is
comme tc that the only possible place
where the troops can be disembarked is
Majunga, which is 450 kilométres from
Antananarivo, the goal of the expedition.
There is no road by this route, only a
path which is almost impracticable to
foot soldiers. The first iookilométres lie
through the fever district. The rouleis
entirely destitute of all supplies, so that
the troops would have to be tontinually
provisioned from the rear. The expedi-
tionary corps would have therefore to
build a road supplying it with hospital
stations and stores guarded by well en-
trenched posts. The keeping up of the
commnunications with the rear would
alone require a force of at least 3,000
men.  In the absence of all means of
transport the advance could hardly be
more rapid than at the rate of four kilo-
me.res a day, so that it would take from
three to four months to reach Antanana-
rivo. The resistance of this town to attack
is likely to be serious, for it is provided
with 102 guns, and its position is very
strong, At least 15,000 men and several
batteries would be needed to take it, and
this would bring the total numbers of the
the expedition to at least 20,000, men,
**These thiags,” adds M. Maguoier, *‘are
known to specialists, and ought not be
hidden from the public which pays, and
which is flattered with illusions, not ot
say lies. The disastrous souvenir of Ton-
kin, and the carelessness with which the
preparations were made for the Dahomey
expedition, give us the right to ascertain
what the new colonial adventure will
cost, and what it will bring in.”

News of the Service.

Note.—Our readers are respectfully requested to
contribute to this department all items of Military
News affecting their own corps, districts or friends,
coming under their notice. ithout we are assisted
in this way we cannot make this department as com-
plete as we would desire,. Remember that all the

_ doings of every corps are of general interest through-
out the entire militia force

You can mail a large
package of manuscript, so long as not enclosed in an
envelope, for one cent. At any rate, forward copies,
of dvour local papers with all references to your corps
and your comrades, Address,

EDITOR, CANADIAN MILITARY GAZET‘fE
P.O. Box, 387, Montreal, Que.

Kingston.

—

KiNGSTON, Dec. 10.-~Major-General
Cameron, commandant of the Royal
Military College, was interviewed re-
cently regarding the plea advanced in the
Toronto News by the father of ex-Cadet
Plummer, in justification of the action
of the latter ip leaving the college
without leave, rather than submit to be
hazed by his comrades. The command-
ant said : ‘I most emphatically object to
the statement that Cadet Plummer was
justified in leaving the college as he did,
and regarding the statements (made by
Mr. Plummer, sr., on the authority, ap-
parently, of his son) in the Toronto News,
I must say that there is no recognized
system of initiation or fagging in the col-
lege.

When Plummer was asked by a merr.
ber of the college staff to state his griev-
ances, he stolidly declined to give me
any information whatever, He had al.
ready armed himself with a revolver and
ammunition as stated by his father to
meet the possibility of any attempt being
made to cane him. It is impossible for
me to regard Cadet Plummer’s conduct
otherwise than as the result of childish
inexperience which, under other circum-
stances, could be looked upon ounly as a
gross contempt of authority and lack ofa
proper sense of duty.”

The officers of the r14th Battalion P.W,
O.R., held their annual meeting on the
evening of Wednesday, Nov. 29th, There
were present Lt.-Col. Henry Smitb,
Majors Shannon and Gallaway; Captains,
Hora, White, Dupuis, Kent, Sinclair ;
Lieutenants, Skinner, MacNee, Suther-
land, C. M. Strange, E. O, S. Strange,
Cartwright, and Surgeon Garrett.

It was decided that in future the corps
shall put in the spring drill between
March 15th and May 24th, and the au-
tumn drill between September 15th and
thanksgiving day, each year. The recruit
classes will open on the first day of each
period.

Capts. Kent and White were appointed
auditors, and were thanked for past ser-
vices in that capacity. Majors Skinner
and Gallaway and Surgeon Garrett were
re-elected to compose the band commit-
tee, and Majors Shannon and Gallaway,
Capts. Sinclair and Kent, and Lieut.
MacNee were elected as regimental con:.
mittee.

A vote of thanks was given to Captain
Sinclair for his efficient services as pay-

master during 1894.

The 14th Clubheld its annual meeting
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-immediately after the officers’ meeting
had been closed. All the members being
present,

The treasurer’s financial statement pre-
sented was satisfactory, and was adopted,
as was also that of the house committee.

The directors for 1895 were elected ac=

- cording to the provisions of the club’s
charter of incorporation. Lt.-Col. Smith
was chosen president, Major Shannon
vice-president and chairman of the

~ house committee, Lieut. MacNee, secre-

tary, and Capt. Sinclair treasurer.

It was decided to take steps to increase
the usefulness and attractiveness of the
club during the incoming year.

A voteof thankswas tendered to Lieut.
C. M. Strange, the retiring secretary, for
the satisfactory manner in which le per-
" formed his duties, and the club expressed
its regret at his departure from Kingston.

‘T'he 14th Battalion suffers a heavy loss
by the departure for Montreal of I.ieut.
C. M. Strange, who for the past two years,
has had charge of “I ' Company; and
who was one of the most enthusiastic,
energetic, and painstaking, as well as
one of the most popular officers of King-
ston’s crack rifle corps.

Lieut. Strange, in whose veins runs the
blood of a military family, entered the
‘14th as a private in 1836, and served in
each of the subordinate ranks. After
making a very creditable record as a non-
commissioned officer, and earning the
confidence and esteem of officers and
. men, he retired from the corps. But in
a short time he again becanie a member,
this time taking a second lieutenant's
commission. Since being attached to
‘B’ Company, he has bent all his ener-
gies to making that company one of the
best in the corps. His good intentions
were retognized and appreciated by his
men who loyally supported him, and in
consequence ‘B’ Company is to-day as
- smart and eflicient as any company in
the regiment.

Lieut. Strange took a deep interest in
the welfare of his own company, and the
battalion in general. To his increasing
~ efforts is due in no small degree the suc-
" cess of the regimental rifle association.
He organized the regimental tug-cf-war
team, he was the first officer in the corps
to call on his company to perform antumn
drill, and he was from the first a staunch
supporter of the proposition to establish
the regimental gymnasium which is ac-
complishing such good work at present,

In athletic and social circles, Iieut.
Strange was also a leader. He was last
season secretary of the Kingston skating
rink, and this season was unanimously
elected as honorary president of the
Granite Hockey Club. He was equally
well-known ard popular in football,
tennis, yachting, and canoeing circles,

As secretary of the Macdonald Club
of this city, he rendered important ser-
vices to that organization, and the mem-
bers of the 14th Club, testify to the
value of his work as secretary of that
club. '

Before leaving Kingston he was enter-
tained to an oyster supper and presented
with a gold-headed ehony cane, accom-
panied by an address by the men of *‘B”
Company 14th Battalion. Ile wastender.

ed a farewell dinner in the officers’ mess-
room at T'éte-du-Pont barracks by a num-
ber ot his friends, who took advantage
of the occasion to present him with a
beautiful gold monogram locket,

Lieut. Strange takes a position with
the hardware finn of Lewis Brothers &
Co., of Montreal, with whom he will
doubtless soon prove as great a favorite
as he was with all his acquaintances in
the Limestone city.

Captains Gaudet and Hudon, of ‘*“ A
Field Battery R.C.A., have returned from
England where they had been taking a
course of instruction. They each bear
testimony to the benefit to, be derived
from this course. Their time was fully
taken up with their studies and the per-
formance of the duties assigned to them.

Sergt. Hamilton, ‘““ A »’ Field Battery,
rescued the seven year old son of
Armorer Sergt. Worth, of the same corps,
from death by drowning in the Ridean
River the other day.

The following non-commissioned offi-
cers of “A " Battery have obtained cer-
tificates : Sergt. F. Kelly, first-class,
grade B, with an average percentage of
78 marks; Sergt. W. A, Wanless, first B,
average /92 ; Corporal William Prenter,
first B, average 75 ; Bombardier E. H,
Gray, average 79 ; Bombardier A. Mc-
Cully, average So ; Bombardier K. Mec-
Kinnon, first B, average $4.

Lieut. G. R. Moore, Kingstor Field
Battery, has been confirmed in his rank
from 3rd April, 18094.

Second Lieut. Otto E. Hewton, 47th
Froutenac Battalion, has obtained a 2nd
class, grade A certificate, and is confirm-
ed in his rank from 3oth September,
1894.

Eleven graduates of the Royal Military
College, who passed their final examina-
tions last summer, have heen appointed
lieutenants in the active militia.

We are still anxiously looking for the
militia list for 1894, which is likely to be
a posthunious production,

VIDETTE,
—_— el
Ottawa.
The Ballistics of the Rifle.

The above was the subject ot a most
interesting and instructive lecture deliv-
eredby Major Perley before the Ottawa
Brigade. Marksmen who heard this lec.
ture enjoyed a treat, and many precon-
ceived ideas were dispelled and doubtful
points rendered clear. The expansion of
the powder was the first point treated of.
Commencing at the flight of the bullet
from the muzzle of the gun to the object
aimed at the lecturer showed, by the aid
of a chart, how the velocity of the bullet
was measured. Auvother interesting ex-
ample was the trajectory. Aiming at
500 yards distance, it was shown that the
bullet passed .4} feet above the plane at
100 yards, 7!z at 200 yards, about 8/ at
300 yards, and 5.89g feet at 4oo yards, de-
scending from the top of the curve, which
was a little beyond 300 yards,at an ang]

greater by one fifth than the angle of
ascent into the mark at 500 yards. In
fact the whole lecture was bristling with
interesting points and had to be heard to
be appreciated. There is a probability
of its appearing in pamphlet form.

Major-General Herbert, in moving a
vote of thanks, made reference to the
new rifle, Martini-Metford, which he
trusted would be in use by next year,
and he said that he was satisfied with the
rifle but not with the ammunition that
was used with it. Col. Panet, Deputy
Minister of Militia, seconded the vote of
thanks which, needless to say, was car-
ried unanimously.

: The G'lmour Tropby.

A report that the s57th Batt. had won
this cup was current last week. When
Lt.-Col. Aylmer was seen in reference
thereto, he said that he was not aware
that it had been decided, as all the com-
parative efliciency returns were not yet
in. This trophy is a cup presented by
It.-Col. A. Gilmour to the best drilled
and equipped infantry battalion in Dis-
tricts 3 and 4.

Rumored Changes.

There were a good many rumors around
town this week anent various changes in
a city corps. Investigation revealed that
one resignation was at least an accom-
plished fact, Lt. C. D. Fripp, of the G.
G. F. G., having resigned. Mr. Fripp
has been a member of the Guards for
some twelve years, having risen from the
ranks. He was a most painstaking and
popular oflicer, and will be missed by his
former comrades. It would not perhaps
be fair to mention the namesof the other
officers who are spoken of as having re-
signed, but at least this may be said,
that if it be true there will be a great
many vacancies to fill and those, too, of
a senior position.

————

Major-General Herbert left yesterday
afternoon on a visit of inspection to
Esquimault, B.C. Surg.-General Bergin,
M. P., will accompany him as far as
Winnipeg in his official capacity.

The Artillery Ball

The non-com. officers and men of the
Ottawa Fleld Battery held their annual
ball on Friday evening last in Harmony
Hall. The affair was a decided success
and the committee, composed of Sergt.-
Major Ingram, Sergts. I’aynter, Shat-
tuck and Brown, Corp. Curson, Bomb,
Earle and Shore, and Gunner Moore, de-
served the praise which was freely given
them. The 43rd Batt. orchestra supplied
the music for dancing, in excellent style,
The various uniforms contrasted prettily
with the brilliant costumes of the ladies.
Among those present were Major and
Mrs. Bliss, Capt. Bowie, Lt. Eaton, It.
Bliss, Lt. Gallway, G.G.F.G., Sergt.-Maj.
Powell, I L.D.G., Sergt.-Major Davis,
G.G.T'.G., Sgt.-Maj. Mahouney, 43rd Batt.
Downstairs there was provided an elab-
orate menu, supplied by Mr, Turner. At
an early hour Saturday morning the
merry gathering dispersed well pleased
with their evenings enjoyment,

C“TANCE”
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Quebec.

Mr. H. J. Lamb, U.L., spent a tew days
in the city last week and has gone to Ot-
tawa. He was recently in charge of
work on the Canadian Pacific Ry. Co.
Engineering Department,

——

Capt. P, H. duPerron Casgrain, of the
Royal Engineers, an old Quebecer, has
passed a successful examination in the
Russian language and is qualified to be
an interpreter. His many friends are
much pleased at the success he has at-
tained.

Major G. E. Allen Jones, Band Presi-
dent of the Sth Royal Rifles, called for a
meeling of the members of the Bugle
Band for the purpose of commencing
their annual practice. 7The meeting took
place on the sth 1nst,

The War Office have granted a special
Infantry Commission to Mr. I, C. Hen-
eker, who graduated from the Royal
Military College of Canada in June last.
It is stated that he will be gazetted to
the Leiuster Regiment. This is the first
instance of a graduate of the college in
(uestion receiving a commission 1n the
old 100th or Royal Canadians,

A general meeting of the ordinary
mambers of the Quebec Garrison Club
was held on the s5th inst at the club
house, called for the purpose of consider-

ing certain notices of motion in connec-

tion with the constitution and by-laws,
Somnie 25 members responded to the call.
Lt.Col. T. J. Duchesnay occupied the
chair. Capt. Chas, J. Dunn, the energe-
tic secretary, was on hand and as usual
performed his duties to the satisfaction
of all concerned.

The Quebec Garrison Hockey Club
was recently formed in this city and held
a meeting at the Garrison Club on the
evening of the 5th inst. The member-
ship is limited to the officers of the Gar-
rison. The following office bearers were
elected : ~-Hon DPresident, Lt-Col T J
Duchesnay, D A G ; Hou Vice-President,
Lt-Col Montizambert, R C A ; President,
Lt-Col Wilson, R C A; sec-treas, Henri
A ranet, R C A; Capt, R Davidson,
Sth Royal Rifles. Committee :—Capt
Ouellet, oth Batt; Mr J Ogilvy, R C A,
and Mr Turner, Q O C H. The colors of
the new club are to consist of maroon
and white. It is expected that a match
will be arranged wilh the officers of the
Governor-General’s Foot Guards of Ot-
tawa, to take place in that city during
carnival week,

Since my last letter on the subject of
heavy ordnance in the drill hall, there
has been added a 4o pr field gun and two
64 pr guns, The one end is now complete-
ly blocked with a 6inch and a g inch
gun and the 4o pr in question, occupying
a space of some go feet by 43 and the
opposlte end with five carriages and four
64 pr guns. It is expected that another
gun will shortly be placed in the hall to
be put in position on the carriage
which at present is in excess of the num-
ber required. The Riflemen certainly

have a just ground to complain, as it was
never intended that the hall should be
transferred into a gun shed.

Certain  improvements have taken
place since the last annual training,
namely, the walls whitewashed and a
new railing around the galleries, a much
needed improvement, as the lightiron
railing which was originally placed was
a constant source of danger. The change
consists of a substantial railing of hard
wood. The good work should not cease
here, as the ceiling and the rafters if
whitewashed would be the means of ad-
ding considerably to the general appear-
ance of the hall and permit of a better
light. This and the question of flooring
and removal of the guns should be taken
up at once if it is intended that the an-
nual training of the local corps prove
beneficial to them.

The 8th Royal Rifles have received an
invitation to be present at the carnival,
which will take place in Ottawa in Janu-
ary. Should the matter of transporta-
tion be satisfactorily arranged with the
authorities, it is anticipated that the
regiment would turn out very strong and
give a good account of themselves.
Doubtless it is arranged that a parade of
the local troops of that city will be
held and an attack on snow shoes prove
to be one of the leading features of the
carnival. The attack ¢n the citadel
which formed a part of Quebec’s carnival,
was a pretty sight and much enjoyed by
the spectators, although the movements
of the troops were much hampered by
the condition of the fields, as they were
simply one sheet of ice, notwithstanding
which, however, the Sth proved them-
selves a good regiment on snowshoes as

well as otherwise.
Parror,.

et

Montreal.

All the local corps are looking forward
with some interest to the performance of
a new play by a local anthor entitled
““The Relief of Gordon,” to take place at
the Queen's Theatre next week, for the
benefit of the Free Coal Fund. All the
city corps are sending detachments to
appear in the production, and a compe-
tition in the manual, firing and bayonet
exercises is to take place for the cups
presented by Simpson, Hall, Miller &
Company. Major-General Herbert is to
attend the last performance and present
the prizes,

There is yet some uncertainty as to
the establishment of a branch military
school here this winter in connection
with the St. Johns School. It has been
proposed to take the vacant quarters of
the Victoria Rifles and the Engineers at
the drill hall as quarters, but this is
strenuously opposed by many officers
who say that the city contributed a large
amount towards the construction of the
drill hall for the use of the Moutreal mili-
tia and maintain that the school has no
right to quarters there. The accommoda-
tion proposed to be appropriated, too, is
badly needed for extra accommodation

by the corps at present occupying
armouries at the drill hall,

v

Some oflicers, too, object to the esiah-
lishment of a temporary school here as
they say if this is once done Montreal
will never get the barracks and the full
company she is entitled to. There are
not wanting either, those who say that
the proposal to establish a *‘ one-horse "’
school here isa scheme to make it appear
that there is no need for a school here.
Naturally there would not be a very large
attendance at a makeshift course, and
this would give the authorities an excuse
to say that this long felt want does not
exist.

Lieut. Col. Houghton, D.A.G., at thae
Governor-General’'s drawing-room, had
as a staff the city commanding officers
and three officers of each corps.

Surprise is expressed that some of the
prizes won at the last match at the P, Q.
R. A. meeting have not been paid. It
appears that the trouble arose out of some
mistakes in the scores.

Duke of Connaugcht’s Own Canadian
Hussara.

Number One Troop furnished a smart
escort for His Excellency the Governor-
General and the Countess of Aberdeen
on the occasion of their drawing-room in
the Montreal Art Gallery, Monday the
the 10th,

Sword and dismounted drill is already
in full swing.

Montreal Fleld Battery.

Thursday, the 13th, the battery held its
second assembly of the season in the
armoury. It was a complete success.

About the first of the month It.-Col.
Montizambert, R.C.A., was in the city
and inspected the quarters and equip-
ment of the battery. He found that the
harness wants remending, which is not
to be wondered at considering that it has
been in use for thirty years.

The battery gymnasium has been open-
ed and is already well patronized.

Montreal Garrison Artlllery.

The Garrison Artillery turned outa fine
guard of honor for the Governor-General,
Monday, the men parading in winter
uniform.

Lieut.-Col. Montizambert inspected
the stores early in the month and found
them in apple-pie order.

Prince of Wales Regiment.

The sergeants of the Prince of Wales
Rifles held a social at their armoury on
the 12th,

Everything promises a most successful
year for the first battalion.

Victoria Rifles.

The armoury is being better patronized
than ever this year,

Drilling is well under way, and quite a
large recruit class has already been
formed,
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The regimental bowling team took the
M.A.A.A team handily into camp at the
match on November 7th and Sth,

The reserves are booming this year,
thanks to the new blood infused into the
ranks. On the 17th inst., the anniver-
sary of the organization ot the regiment,
a commemorative dinner is to be held.

Number Two Comipany held an oyster
supper, followed by a smoking concert
on the 11th,

Royal Scots.

The regimental band has been engaged
to play at the Victoria rink this season.

“ D" Company held its annual dinner
at the Richelieu Hotel, Thursday, 6th,
and a jolly gathering it was, Among
those present were Lieut.-Cols. Strathy
and Caverhill, Majors Ibbotson and
Gault, Captains Cantlie (commanding),
Foster, Fowles aud I.ydon, and Sergt.-
Major Currie. During the evening Cap-
tain Cantlie presented each man with a
photograph of the company op parade.

The battalion feels much honored at
the appointment by His Excellency of
Lieut.-Col. Strathy as extra A.D.C.

6th Fustiliers.

It is announced that the resignation of
Captain Chambers, the adjutant of the
regiment, has been sent in owing to the
increased exactions of his profession
upon his time. Captain Chambers has
been ten years connected with the 6th
Fusiliers, and all that time has been
captain of the regimental rifle team,
which won mapy coveted trophies while
under his command. DPrevious to his
connection with the Sixth he served in
the ranks in No. 3 Company of the Vic-
toria Rifles under Captains (zow Lieut -
Cols.) Henshaw and Starke. Prior to that
again, he served for svveral years in the
old High School Cadcts, passing through
the ranks of corporal, sergeaut, sergeant-
major, 2nd lieutenant and lieutenant to
toat of captain, in which capacity he
comminded the company which went to
Quebec at the time of the big review be-
fore the late Duke of Albany and H.R H.
the Princess Lonise. During the North-
west rebellion he obtained leave from
his regiment and went to the front as
chief correspondent of the Montreal
Star, having four other correspondents
under his direction. He accompanied
General Middleton throughout the entire
campaign, with the exception of the
steamboat trip from Prince Albert to
Battleford, when he accompanied Lieut,-
Col. Van Straubenzie’s flying column
via Fort Carleton. 1le was present at the
battles of Fish Creek and Batoche, and
for services rendered iu the field was
recommended for and obtained the medal
and clasp as a special case., Up to the
end of last year he commanded ‘I
Company, which at the last inspection
uuder his command won the highest pos-
sible mumber of points for drill, the only
company in Canada to do so. Iu 1857
Captain Chambers acted as adjutant of
the 350th Huntingdon Borderers during
Granby camp, and in 1889 as adjutant of
the 6oth Missisquoi Battalion at St. Johns
camp, and the commanding cfficers of

both of these corps applied for Captain
Chambers as adjutant when called out
for their annual training. Captain Cham-
bers holds both second and first-class
special course certificates from the Royal
School of Infantry, being at the head of
a large class of attached officers when he
obtained his first-class certificate,

The annual turkey shoot at the Morris
tube ranges for a large number of prime
birds presented by the thoughtful C. O.
of the regiment, Lieut.-Col. Burland, is
now going on, and there are alarge num-
ber of competitiors on hand every Wed-
nesday and Saturday.

—

“F.” Company association held its an-
nual dinner Friday evening, December
7th. Lieut. W. B. Converse presided, and
Col.-Sergt. Pratt occupied the vice-chair,
The event was a success in every respect,
the dinner being a good one, and the
after dinper songs and speeches above
the nsual standard.

The Royal United Service
Institution.

The historic pile known as the Banquet-
ing House, Whitehall, so closely connect-
ed with one of the great tragedies of
English history, 1s soon, says the Aforn-
ing Post, to pass into the hands of new
masters, and to enter on a fresh phase of
existence. Her Majesty has graciously
assigned the building to the use of the
Royal United Service Institution, but as
the space thus secured is insufficient, the
Council have determined to add further
accommodation on an adjoining site, a
lease of which has been obtained from
the Crown. This additional building is
now practically complete, and the Institu-
tion may be thus congratulated on being
suitably housed in a handsome structure
of unique interest, situated in one of the
finest thoroughfares of the metropolis.
The history of the Banqueting House in
one sense may be said to date much
further back even than the time of the
Stuarts, for though erected by Inigo Jones
iu 1619, 1t arose on the ashes of a con-
siderably older palace which had at one
time been the residence of Cardinal
Wolsey, and was consumed by fire two
years before the present building was
completed. The elegant proportions of
the latter are familiar o every Londoner,
and will be recognized at once in any old
print of \Whitehall, towering above the
humbler dwellings that long continued to
hem it in. Striking though it is in ap-
pearance, it forms only 2 small part (Mr,
J.. M. Barry says one-fortieth ) of Inigo
Jones’s original design, which included a
palace with a frontage of 1.152 ft., and
would, in all probability, have solved the
problem of the accommodation of our
public offices for many generations to
come. But, like Sir John Soane’s equally
ambitious and undeniably tasteful designs
forthe Government offices south of Down-
ing-street, Jones's project had to be rele-
gated to the hmbo ofunsanctioned

schemes, which want of funds has at
various times prevented the Government
from carrying out. The Bangneting
House itcelf cost £17,0c0 (of which
Rubens received {4,000 for his decorated
ceiling); so, ex pede Herculem, we can
form some idea of the total sum which
the complete design would have entailed.
The present building was converted into
a Chapel Royal by George 1., and up to
four or five years ago was devoted to
public worship, while on the Thurs-
day preceding every Good Friday
the time-honoured ceremony of the dis-
tribution of the Maunday money took
place within its walls. From this, and
from the past glories of Whitehall Palace,
“ the most polite Court in Europe,” as
Walpole styled it, to the picturesque
lumber of the United Service Museum—
with 1ts javelins and arquebuses, models
of three-deckers, Brown Besses, and a
thousand and one types of more or less
obsolete armaments—the change is great
indeed. Nevertheless, we caunot say for
a moment that itis an unworthy one, for
the objects of the Institution are such as
touch our very existence as a nation

It was in 1831 that a knot of officers of
both services became persuaded of the
necessity of some organisation for the
special duty and encouragement of naval
and military science and literature, and
founded the present Institution as a con-
crete embodiment of their views. Since
then the Institution has undergone
gradual development, and at the present
day forms a most useful adjunct to the
naval and military services. Its famous
museum contains specimens of weapons
and accoutrements from all parts of the
the world, and models illustrative of the
progress of naval architecture and of the
manufactuie of gnns and small arms. In
addition to the museum there are various
useful departments. The topographical
room contains a large number of maps,
plans, and charts, and during the progress
of any muilitary operations the positions of
the contending armies are there chown on
large-scale maps. There is a library of
more than 20,000 volumes in various
languages on professional, scientific, and
historical subjects, and a lecture theaue
where papers are read and discussed, and
also many charitable societies connected
with the Army and Navy hold their
general meetings. It 1s, however, the
Journal which gives the Institution the
strongest claim to general support, for in
this work are published the papers read
in the lecture theatre, together with the
ensuing discussions.  Part also of each
number is devoted to papers which have
not been read at the lnstitution, and to
translations and reviews of foreign and
other publications on naval and military
questions. It will be seen from this that
the United Service Institution plays a
most useful and, indeed, necessary part
in the organisation of our national de-
fences, and one need only turn to the
present course of events in the Far Eust
to convince oneself that in the matter «f
armaments and tactics we of all people
in the world cannot afford to 1clax a
studious vigilance. If it be true, as Con-
tinental cniucs allege, that military ques-
tions as viewed in England ale matters
for the specialist rather than for the gene-
ral public, it is to tl.e influence of the
United Service Institution and to its
healthv ventilation of such (uestions that
we must look to correct the popular i1.-
difference.  We heaitily commend the
cause of this society, and their appeal for
funds which the enlargemeut of the
building has necessitated, to the favour-
able consideration of our readers, for
with better accommodation for its various
departments there is every prospect that
the [nstitution will enter on a career of
increased usefuiness.
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ERANCO-PRUSSIAN
CAMPAIGN,

Lecture Delivered by Capt. Lee, of
the Royal Military Collega2,
Kingston, befors the Mem-
bers of the Military In-
stitute, Montresl,

Nov. 24tb, 1894

COL. STARKE AND GENTLEMEN :

Before I commence my lecture, I should
like to express my very great thanks to
you for, in the first place, inviting me to
come here, and, secondly, for your turn-
ing out this evening to hear a lecture
which, though I hope it may be interest-
Ing to you, you came here taking your
chances upon, so to speak, not knowing
what the result might be,

I see that the lecture has been adver-
tized as being on * The Franco-Prussian
Campaign.” 1 am afraid that title 1s, per-
haps, a little too extensive for the lecture
I shall be able to give this evening. In
fact, when I call to mind the magnitude
of the subject, I must ask your indul-
gence if my task be inadequately per-
formed. To enter into a really satisfact-
ory study of this great struggle, and to
discuss all that arises from it, would take
a month of evenings hke this. Within
the limits of one short lecture I can only
deal with one portion of the war, and [
shall confine my remarks this evening to
that period between July 17 and Septem-
ber 1, 1870, that is, the period from the
outbreak of hostilities to the downfall of
the Empire at Sedan, That period is
1eally the main portion of the war, and
also that from which the most valuable
strategical lessons are to be derived ; and
at its conclusion France was prostrate at
the feet of Germany.

Before going on to the actual lecture
itself, 1 feel bound 10 recognize the fact
that there are a certain number of officers
here of Freuch-Canadian origin, who,
though fully loyal to the British flag, yet,
in case of war between France and Ger-
many, their sympathies would naturally
be with France. I wish to apologize to
them (laughter) for having on this occa-
sion to show up France in rather an un-
favorable light ; but I am sure they will
acquit me of any bias in the matter.
am simply here to state facts as they oc-
curred, and really cannot be responsible
for the course of history.

Before turning to the actual hostilities,
I will run through a brief sketch of the
political situation before the war broke
out. France and Prussia had lon¢ been
rivals. The memories of the Napoleonic
era ranked very deeply in both nations.
Prussia was anxious to wipe out the me-
mories of Jena and the numerous times
Napoleon had almost destroyed her., On
the other hand, France had very vivid
recollections of 1814, and some of 1815 at
Waterloo, and she was anxious that these
memories should be wiped out. Further,
the success of French arms in the Crimea
in 1354, and Itaiy in 1859, had led the
Freach nation to suppose that her mili-
tary star was once more in the ascendant;
and she hoped to wipe out past memories
of Waterloo. The lesser war of 1366—
Prussia against Austria—in which the
Prussian arms were brilliantly successful,
was a most unpleasant example to the
French nation of the efficiency of the
Prussian forces ; and from that time
France became jealous of Prussia grow-

ing in military power. From 1866 to
1870 it 1s no exaggeration to say that
France was provoking a war, but was not
preparing for it ; whilst Prussia was pro-
testing, but was at the samme time steadily
and silently preparing for the great
struggle. At the beginning of 1870 the
feeling between the two countries was
running very high, and, although Prussia
was anxious to avoid war, France was
bent on provoking it, and finally her
action resulted in hostilities.

The ostensible pretect for war was a
ridiculous one  The French government
objected to the candidature of the Prince
of Hohenzollern for the Spanish throne,
and the King of Prussia, as he was then,
King Wilham, gave his consent to the
withdrawal of the candidature, which was
done. France, not satisfied with this, de-
manded that, whatever occurred in the
future, the King of Prussia should never
favor the candidature of the Prince of
Hohenzollern for the Spanish throne.
The government of Prussia could not be
dictated to in this way, and refused to
discuss the question, and the French
mimister, Benedetti, left Berlin on July
13th, 1870. Warwasdeclared on the 17th,
and the declaration was received in Berlin
onthe 19th. The French nation went into
this war with a light heart. The Chamber
voted $100,000,000 for the immediate
prosecution of the war, and the French
Prime Minister Ollivier and the Minister
of War Le Bauf assured the people that
every man was ready down to the last
button on the last man’s gaiters. The
cry all through France was “ To Berlin!”
Naturally, all Europe was impressed
with it, and concluded that France would
assume the offensive and invade Ger-
many. When the French declared war
they counted largely on the want of co-
operation between South Geimany and
Prussia. Now Germany is a united em-
pire, but then North Germany was the
Kingdom of Prussia, anhd there were a
number of states in South Germany—-
Baden, Wurtemberg, etc.—each with its
own king. 5o far as internal affairs were
concerned, these states were not in close
sympathy with Prussia, and France cal-
culated on the fact of these jealousies,
and that probably South Germany would
remain neutral, and that she would only
have to deal with Prussia. The first sur-
prise came when the South German
states threw in their lot with Prussia and
stood united in the face of the common
enemy. Tnis had one effect, it gave
France a larger field of attack ; it gave
her South Germany as well, and so laid
open the whole country.

The French were really in no condition
for war at all. In the first place. they
were hopelessly inferior in numbers,
France, at the beginning of August, 1870,
could not put more than 260,000 efficient
troops into the field, besides which she
had about 300,000 reserves ; but 260 000
troops were all that were available. The
Prussians could put, at least, 460,000
regular troops in the field, and bhad
700,000 reserves behind. Now, turning
to other po:nts of the I'rench army, and
takiny, first of all, their arms, their rifle,
the chassepot, was undoubtedly superior
1o the (ermans’ needle-gun ; but their
artillery was inferior to that of the Cer-
mans n condition and efficiency. The
National Guards were simply an armed
log, and the reyular army was weakened
by the great preferences for substitutes,
men 1n the ranks beiny able to purchase
substitutes., The ranks were thus filled
with men not fit for the work. It is an
undeniable fact that the French officers
wereinferior. owing to political and social
reasons ; they aad not that moral tone
which inspired the confidence of the men,
and they were filled with over-weening,
self-esteem and contempt for the Ger-

mans, besides which their men had
practically no confidence in them, as was
shown throughout the war. The organ.
ization of the French forces was about as
bad as it could be. The first thing they
suffered from was over-centralization.
When the order to mobilize went out
there were no suitable railways to trans-
port the men from the interior to the
frontier. There were four lines of rail-
way running altogether ; but they were
simply commercial railways, and were
unavailable for the French system of
mobilization, under which there were
large depots of stores in the interior and
large forces near the frontier. The men
forming the army lived in different parts
of the country, and were forwarded by
rail to the frontier, where they were sup-
posed to be served with accoutrements
food, etc., and to be sorted out into their
diflerent ranks. It might have come all
right in time; but hopeless confusion
resulted. Men on arnving at Meiz found
their boots were at Strasburg, and things
which should have been at Thionville were
found at Nancy. The staff officers were
inefficient, and were giving contradictory
orders ; men were wandering aimlessly
about in all directions, and before the
end of July it became evident that the
French army was quite incapable of
taking the offensive, and was quite
inferior 1n numbers.

Over the whole period from 1866 on-
wards the Germans had been preparing
for this great war, and every detail had
heen worked out. At the end of 1868 and
beginning of 1869 Von Moltke 1ssued a
memorandum for a possible campaign
ayainst France, drawing up in detail the
movements of every man, practically, and
including time-tables of every train. War
was practically declared on July 16, and
on that datea single message, “ Crede
mobile,” was flashed over the wires all
over Germany, and within two hours this
vast machine was put in motion. These
two words lighted the train, and within
the period July 106-23 mobilization was
completed in every detail. From Julv
23rd to August 2nd, the concentration «f
the troops by rail took place. The army
corps were mobilized intheir own districts,
and were transported to the front. In that
period the Germaun forces of 460.000
were mobilized to the appointed rendez-
vous,

To take the plans of the opposing sides,
the French, in their first lLight-hearted
feelings, calculated on being able to con-
centrate with supeniority of rapidity to the
Geimans, and that this supertority of ra-
pidity would enable them to surprise the
enemy. Their idea was to attack South
Germany first. They were going to mo-
bilize their arms, consisting of seven
army corps, in the following manner:
There was to be one at Strasburg, under
Bazaine, of 100,000 men ; 150,000 more
at Metz, under Marshal MacMahon, and
50,000, under Canrobert, at Chalons.
Their idea was that the Metz and Strac-
burg armies should combine, cross the
Rhine about Carloruhe, and fall on South
Germany before Prussia could come to
its assistance. They expecfed to easily
overwhelm South Germany,and proposed
to operate from there along the River
Mayne, and so turn the German flank in
exactly a similar way to what Napoleon
did at Jena, in 1806. They then proposed
to strike up to Berlin, having made term;
with South Germany,and would only have
Prussia to deal with. The frontier formed
a regular salient angle into Germany. To
the north-east and east of France was the
Palatinate and the neutral territory of
Luxemburg, and to the south-east was
Switzerland. Therefore, the possible line
of invasion was restricted to the gap be-
tween Luxemburg and Switzerland. Un-
less they wished to violate the neutrality
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of these countries, and neither side could
afford to do that, the avenue of approach
to either France or Germanv was that
gap, which was further narrowed by the
Vosges Mountains, which run up from
the bend of the Rhine past Strasburg,
and practically die away at Wiessenburg,
where they become mere spurs of hills,
and practically cease as an obstacle to
invasion.

The German plan had been matured
years before. Their forces were to be
concentrated into three great armies.
These armies assembled in the terntorial
districts where the men lived, and each
corps had a line of railway of its own
leading up to the frontier, nine in all—six
from North and three from South Ger-
many. ‘Each proceeded to the front by
its own line of railway, and throughout
the entire campaign, even to before Paris,
each corps was supplied by its own line.
Consequently the burden of the war was
spread evenly over the whole of Germany,
and confusion was absolutely ehiminated.
They were further concentrated into three
great armies, which were to rendez-vous
in the Palatinate, along the line of the
River Saar. The base of operations was
from Coblentz to Germershem. They
advanced over that space. The first army,
under Steinmetz, consisting of 85,000
men, concentrated at Sarrelouis ; the
second, consisting of 205,000 men, under
Poance Fielerick Charles, tie “Red
Prince,” concentrated in the direction of
Saarbruck, and the third, consisting of
172,000 men, under the Crown Prince,
Prince Frederick William, who became
the late German Emperor, crossed the
Rhine at Germershem, and concentrated
opposite Landau.

I want to show you the perfect working
out of that plan. When it was formed
two years before Von Moltke did not
know whether the French would be able
to assume the offensive or not; but he
disposed the troops so as to be in the best
position, whatever occurred. He formed
the best sound general plan. His army
was in a central position. No matter on
which side the French advanced, he was
m a position to fall on their flank. As
you know, it would be impossible for an
army to advance into South Germany
with an immense army on its flank, so he
chose a centra! position, and one which,
from its geographical situation, was also
the shortest 1o Paris. These three armies
were not acting independently at all,
although they were three separate armies.
They were joined together by basic oper-
ations, and there was constant telegraphic
communication between them, and they
all subordinated their movements to the
general plan. Supposing that the French
did not assume the offensive, what the
(Germans were to do was to come straight
down, and turning the French night, drive
them away from the south of France,
which was the rich portion of the country,
where they could get the best portion of
their supplies, and try to drive them up to
the Belgian frontier. where they would be
hemmed in.

Towards the end of July it became very
evident that the French could not assume
the offensive, and Europe saw that the
campaign would devolve into an invasion
of France by Germany, instead of Ger-
many being invaded by France, Napoleon
I11 very soon saw the folly of the venture.
When war was declared he was passive,
because his dynasty was in such a state
that he did not hke to put himself into
opposition to the pubhc feeling. When
he saw the folly of the step that had been
taken he should have fallen back and
taken up a strong defensive position, such
as the Rivers Moselle or Meurthe, which
had on them numerous large fortresses.
If he had done so, he could have opposed
the advance of the invader for a consider-

able period. But such was the feelingin

Paris that not an inch ol territory should
be given upto the invader, and he was so
ruled in Paris by the general feeling and
the press, that he dare not retreat, and so
he adopted the half-hearted measure of
standing in a position that offered no ad-
vantage, and awaited the German attack.
When the Germans decided on the offen-
sive the only questicn was which of the
three armies should commence theattack.
The army on the right was favorably
placed for advancing and turning the
French left flank ; but owing to the rail-
ways in the Palatinate not being construct-
ed for strategic purposes,the concentration
of the troops could not be made so perfect.
The second army was not in a position
for turning either flank, and, moreover, it
was intended for a general reserve.
Therefore, the third army remained. It
was concentrated near Landau, and the
whole country afforded opportunities for
approaching the French lines with a de-
gree of secrecy. The Irench neglected
all reconnoitring, and were 1gnorant of
the German movements. The country
specially favored a hidden advance. If
the army could get round the French
right, it would compel 1t either to retreat
or to go north. If it went north, it would
be driven up to neutral territory, which it
could not enter, and it could also be as-
sailed in front by the first and second ar-
mies, and if they succeeded in turning
it 1 the other direction, they could
take Strasburg without opposition.
Supposing they failed, they would be
driven back into their own territory, and
would not be hemmed in against a neu-
tral territorv. Therefore everything point-
ed to the third army commencing hostili-
ties.

The French saw that their left was
being threatened, so Napoleon, who was
practically in command, put more troops
to strengthen his left, and the foices were
set out from Sarrelows to Wiessenbuig,
standing right at the front to try and keep
the Germans from crossing, and purely
for sentimental reasons. 1letween Sarre-
louis and Metz was Bazaine, with the
second, third and fourth corps; at Bitsch
was the fifth corps, and at Wiessenburg
was MacMahon, with the first corps, and
at Strasburg and further south was the
seventh corps. The army of Chalons
was still there. Here they waited in a
line no less than eight miles in length.
There was no proper scheme for mutual
supporl, and the country being much
broken, it was not good for the support
of troops ; and they were in about as dis-
organized a condition as they could be.
The people in Paris got impatient, and
insisted upon an advance being made.
Therefore, at the end of July Napoleon
ordered Bazaine to cross at all costs ; but
he could not do it ; the troops were not
in a condition to accomplishit. However,
on August 2nd, his second corps, under
General Frossard, attacked the German
outposts at Saarbruck, with the result
that the Germans were driven out of that
place. The French considered this such
a magnificent achievement that they
retired tc the heights of Spicheren and
took positions there.

The third German army commenced
to assume the offensive, and on August
Oth it advanced from Landau to Wies-
senburg. At Wiessenburg was Mac-
Mahon’s advance guard, the second divi-
sion of the first corps, which was attacked
by narly the entire force of the Ger-
man army, with the result that 1t was
practically annihilated, and General
Douay, the commanding officer, waskilled.
MacMahon fell back to Woerth, where
he had the first corps assembled—the first
division of the seventh corps from Stras-
burg—and had altogether from 4o,000 to
45,000 men there. He had a very strong

position in a strategical, tactical, topo-
graphical, and every other sense. Stand-
ing here, supposing the third army was
advancing on Strasburg, he threatened it
and covered the main line to Pans, and
also, indirectly, the line to Bitsch and
Metz. Therefore, his position was an
exceedingly strong one.

The Crown Prince, who was in com-
mand of the third army, did not intend to
attack MacMakon until August gth ; but ~
his advance guard got mixed up with
MacMahon'’s corps and had to be extri-
cated, and the battle ot Woerth occurred
on August 6th, instead of the 7th, as was
intended. The French. were outnumbered
and after a severe battle their right was
cut off and driven to Strasburg, and their
central left was driven back, with great
confusion to Saverne

After the batue the Germans pursued
badly. In the first place, they were very
much exhausted ; and, in the second
place, mght came on and they were
greatly misled by the troops of De Failly,
which when driven back, retreated to
Bitsch. The Germansthought it was the
main French retreat. They concluded
that MacMahon would retreat to Bitsch ;
but he retreated to Saverne. There is no
doubt that the Germans did not exercise
proper skill in this pursuit, and they al-
lowed MacMahon's force to retreat un-
molested. and had only a vague idea
where it had gone. When MacMahen
retreated to Saverne his force became so
disorganized that he never ceased re-
treating until he had covered a distance
of 200 miles, and reached Chalons. Any-
one would have thought that he would
have established touch with Bazaine ; but
he fell right back, coming through Lune-
ville and Neufchateau, on he south. On
the 14th August he got his men on the
trains there, and reached Chalons by rail
on the 20th August,

On the 6th August the first German army,
consisting of the third corps of the second
army, attacked Frossard at Spicherer,
and after a severe battle the French were
driven back to Sarreguemines.

By these two battles—Spicheren and
Woerth—La Fcre, who was at DBitsch,
found himself a projecting post, so to
speak, and he decided to retreat. Conse-
quently, after the battle of Spicheren he
followed after MacMahon, talling back
through Nancy and Toul, and also pro-
ceeding by rail to Chalons, which he
reached on the zoth August. Iurther,
the seventh corps, from Coulmiers and
Strasburg, also proceeded by rail, and
reached Chalons on August 20th.

Meanwhile, the French Government
had organized another corps, the twelfth,
which joined MacMahon at Chalons, so
that on the 20th, he had these troops as-
sembled at Chalons camp-—the first corps,
the fifth, the seventh and the twelfth—a
total of about 140,000 men, in an exceed-
ingly disorganized condition.

We will leave MacManon for a mo-
ment, and will glance at the third Ger-
man army, which was pursuing him, hav-
ing found out the direction of his retreat.
One division—the Baden division—was
detailed down to Strasburg, to invest 1,
and small forces were left to watch the
fortresses in the \'osges Mountains—
Phalsboury, Bitsch, and so on.  The re-
mainder then proceeded throuch the
Vosges, spreading themselves as much as
possible, to make subsistence easier, ad-
vanced by way of Nancy after Mac-
Mahon.

We will return to the forces in the
north. The battle of Spicheren is over,
and Bazaine has drawn in the forces he
had on his right and left, and bas as-
sembled them, to the number of about
135,000, to the east of Metz, near Boulay.
Qnthe gth of August, Napoleon or.lered
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him to stand to the east of Metz, and
when the Germans advanced he was to
threaten their flank. It was very sound
asTar as it went ; but about this time
Napoleon had completely lost his head.
He was being eternally bothered from
Panis by the press, causing him to issue
contradictory orders ; and finallv he or-
dered Bazaine toretreat to Verdun, and
to try and comnbine with MacMahon. On
August 14th, Bazaine was retreating
through Metz, closely followed by the first
and second German armies. He passed
through Metz very slowlv, his baggage
waggons having difficulty in getting
tbrough the narrow streets, which caused
him to delay, with the result that, when
the greater portion of his forces had got
across the Moselle, the rear portion was
attacked by the advance guard of the first
German army, the seventh corps. Upon
this Bazaine halted, and sent the first
and second French corps back through
Metz to vesist the German attack, and the
battle of Borny, or Colombey, as it is
sometimes called, occurred. It was practi-
cally a drawn battie, but so far as the
tactical fighting was concerned, it mieht
be considered a French victory. This
had the effect of inspiriting the French
and infusing a certain amount of morale
into them. Strategically, it was one of
the worst blunders ever committed, be-
cause the delay Bazaine made in Metz
allowed the German armies to approach
him.

While this battle was going on, the
rest of the first and second German armies
were advancing in the direction of Pont-
a-Mousson. They crossed the Meuse
there, and wheeled up to the north. They
left behind one corps to watch the east
of Metz. Bazaine, who was now cut off,
was naturally obliged to face them. which
he did, and on the 16th August occurred
the battle of Rezonville, between the first
and second German armies and Bazai-
ne’s forces. It was an extremely severe
battle. The French were superior n
numbers, and attacked the (Germans as
they arrived on the ground. They out-
flanked the Germans' right, and were
very nearly dividing them, until the
celebrated cavalry charge at Mays-Ia-
Tour took place, in which an entire
troop of German cavalry sacrificed them-
selves, in order to delay the French until
assistance came up. Practically, the
battle was a drawn one tactically, and
yet strategically, it was a victory for the
Germans, because it effectually stopped
Bazaine’s retreat further than Verdun.
After the battle DBazamme pivoted his
army round on the left, and formed up
facing to Verdun, his back to Metz. The
(Germans continued to wheel their armies
and came round and faced him, thus
effectually cutting him off from Verdun.
His extreme right was at Roncourt, his
left at Gravelotte, an extremely natural
position. But, with the extraordinary
forces the Germans had all along, the
French were outnumbered two to one,
and after one of the most bloody battles
of modern times—Gravelotte—Bazaine's
forces were driven back into Metz. The
I'rench lost the batile largely from the
fact that their reserve did not support
their left, ana their right was practically
cut off. Ofthe ten corps which formed
the two German armies, seven were told
off to invest Metz. There was practically
a circle being formed round it—and the
three remaining corps were formed into
a separate army, called the fourth, under
the Crown Prince of Saxony. It was
ordered to advance on Verdun ; so that
we now have the third and fourth Ger-
man armies advancing in ¢chelon. Stras-
bourg and a number of the small places
around were 1nvested, and Metz was
practically so. That was the situation
on the 13th August. The formal invest-

ment of Metz had not taken place vet;
but the German troops were closing
around it.

We will now leave Metz for a while,
MacMahon had been organizing his
troops all this time and trying to get his
140,000 men iuto fairly efficient condition.
Von Moltke, knowing of this concentra-
tion at Chalons, expected the course of
events would be that MacMahon would
take a position at Troyes, and so be able
to threaten the German flank when the
army advanced towards Pans. This
would give him the whole of the south of
France at his back, and the Germans
would not be able to pass by him. But
supposing that he did not stand at Troyes,
Moltke thought he would stand at
Rheims. Moltke was not prepared for
the apparently suicidal course that Mac-
Mahon took. But it was not his fault.
He was largely forced to take the line he
did by pressure from Paris. He was or-
dered to relieve Bazaine at Metz, and
pursuant to that order he started to
march towards that city. It was now
that he commenced to make a nustake
himself. He had two lines of advance,
one of which was possible, the other im-
possible ; and he chose the impossible.
He advanced along the northern line by
way of Rheims, Rethel and Vouzeres.
He had received dispatches from Bazaine
to say that about the 26th or 27th of
August he would make a great sortie
from Metz, and would try and combine
with MacMahon in the neighborhood of
Montmedy. Therefore, MacMahon de-
cided to march north. By doing so he
exposed his right flank to the German
army. As soon as the Germans saw
what he was up to, they executed what is
known as “the great strategic wheel,”
one of the most remarkable examples of
manacuvring which has been known in
the history of the world. In two days
they altered their line of march to one
exactly at nght angles to their previous
direction. This looks very simple on
paper. But think what it meant! It
meant an entire change of direction and
an entire change of the whole supply
system. Nothing but the most marvel-
lously perfect orgam:zation could have
enabled it to be done. The third and
fourth German armies were turned up
north to strike MacMahon in the flank.
Their idea was that the fourth army
should advance up along the line of the
River Meuse, and stop MacMahon.
Meanwhile, the third army was to come
up and fall on lis flank in the rear, and
together they were to drive him up
against the frontier., MacMahon ad-
vanced in this northerly direction, and
when he got to Beaumont, on the 28th
August, he was attacked by the fourth
army, and his forces were driven down
the Meuse 1n the direction of Sedan.
The third army came up on his flank in
the rear, and on the 3ist August he was
driven into Sedan. These two armies
closed in, the fourth on the east and the
third on the other three sides, shutting
hun in completely. Sedan lies in a sort
of hollow. The French were in the hol-
low, and the Germans were around. The
battle of Sedan ensued the next day.
The French were caught ina trap and
were utterly unable to resist the artillery,
and 185,000 men, as well as the Xmperor
Napoleon, surrendered.

The two sorties from Metz on the jist
August and 1st September failed and
Metz itself capitulated on October 27th,

The whole of the French field anny
had been either wiped out or captured,
and with the capture ot the Emperor
himself at Sedan, naturally the Lmpire
came to an end. The field armies being
dispersed, I'rance was practically pros-
trate at the feet of Germany.

The Germans had six forces investing

Metz. The remaining 240.000 men
marched on Paris, and on September
17th Panis was invested.

As I have to discuss shortly the strate-
gic lessons of the campaign, I am unable
to carry the course of hostilities further ;
but, as you know, they lasted until Feb-
ruary 28th, when Pans capitulated and
the treaty of Frankfort, in which the
terms of peace were settled, was signed
on May 10th, 1871, with the most disas-
trous resultsto France. By it they lost
the whole of Alsace and the whole of Lo~
raine, including the great fortresses of
Strasburg and Metz, and had to pay an
indemnity of a thousand million dollars.
They lost 385,000 men and 11,800 offi-
cers, besides 100,000 men who were
driven to Switzerland and lay down their
arms there. They lost over 1,6oo field
guns, 3,500 garrison guns, 600,000 rifles,
and about one-third of France was in the
occupation of Germany. Such a big
prosiration has never been seen in the
world’s history.

Let us turn to some of the strategical
lessons that we may learn from this cam-
pam ; let us look at some of the most
obvious errors made, and see how thev
might have been remedied. The firt
great fundamental error was the total
unpreparedness of I'rance for war. She
provoked the conflict. The next errir
was when the French saw that they cou'd
not assume the offensive, they should
have adopted a reasonable compromise,
and taken up a strong line and awaited
an attack, instead of which they head«d
to Alsace and Lorraine, when it becarre
evident that they could not hold out
without being destroyed.

To take the errors of individuals. Here
was MacMahon at Woerth and Wiessen-
burg. At the first place he exposed one
division of his forces to the attack of the
entire third German army, with conse-
quent annihilation, and when fighting at
Woerth—of course, it was nat his fault—
he did not get support, as had been sup-
posed he would, from the fifth corps.
That was a case of want of mutual su -
port between portions of the French
army. When he retreated he did so with
very extraordinary precipitation. Suf-
posing that he had retreated for an almost
unusually long distance, he could have
taken up 2 position along the line of the
Moselle, and extended his left to act with
Bazaine, and together they could have
formed a line along the Moselle ready to
oppose the Germans, who would have
found it difficult to turn them out. But
instead of retreating towards Bazaine, he
retreated away from him. Again, when
at Woerth he tried to cover two separate
objects—Bitsch and Strasburg—with the
result that he covered neither. He was
trying to do too much altogether. When
he got back to Chalons and organized his
army, it might have been supposed that
he would make some good use of it. Na-
poleon III. was nomunally 1n supreme
command ; but he did nothing with his
army. His great uncle, with an army
like that would bhave cleared out the
whole German forces. With 80,000 men
he stood against the whole of Lurope.
But Napolcon 111. was a perfect parody
comopared with his great uncle, and this
big force, which had ample time to or-
ganize, was completely wasted. He
handed it to MacMahon, who was not to
blame for not taking up a sound strate-
gical position at Troyes, and opposing
the Germans. He was forced to advance
towards Metz ; but he did it in a suicidal
manner. He had only two routes. By
taking the northern one he took too small
an area, and had no room to get out of
the Germans' way, if he were attacked.
At Sedan he was only four miles from the
frontier, and when driven out he could
do nothing but either lay down arms or
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be driven on to neutral soil. By the
southern route he had a shorter line of
advance,and a the whole of the south
o rance behind h m to threaten to force

the whole German line back to Germany;
and if the Germans had had to wheel to
the left, instead of to the right, they would
have got completely mixed up, as they
were in echelon. Everything pointed to
the propriety of MacMahon advancing
bv the southern route towards Metz; but
instead of that, he took the northern one,
and was completely hemmed n. Further,
taking the question of a march, a flank
march like ne executed is one of the most
difficult operations that can be performed
by a general. To do ii satisfactorhy re-
quires not only secrecy, but perfect dis-
cipline of the troops, in all of which there
was a lamentable deficiency. He took
no precautions in the march to hide his
route or protect himself from the Ger-
man flank, with the result that we have
seen. There is one more excuse for
him : When he go: to Vouzieres and did
not hear any news of Bazaine, he con-
cluded that the enterprise was hopeless,
and made up his mind to fall back on
Metz, which was the last point eastwards
where he could maintain communication
with Paris. But he was not allowed to
take this course. Hec received perempt-
ory orders to advance on Melz, and was
thus driven on to his fate,

Let us now consider Bazaine’s errors.
He totally mmisunderstood the true use of
the fortress of Metz. 1Instead of using 1t
as a ptvot for his movements, which he
should abandon when it became of no
further use, he treated it as his actual
base of operations. As General Hamley
has said in his book, “ e acted like one
who, when the ship 1s foundenng, holds
on to the anchor to save himself.” As
soon as he saw that he was cut off, he
should have abandoned Metz altogother
and gone to Verdun ; but after the battle
ot Rezonville he retreated to Metz, and
was shut up there, instead of going to-
wards his friends. The battle of Borny
Colombey was almost the most serious
blunder of the war. Instead of retreating
to Verdun, he gave the Germans sufficient
time to come up and cut him off, It has
been stated that, in spite of this, by being
in Metz, and keep'ng 200,000 GGerman
troops around there, he did as much
service as by being in the field. But this
1s a tame view to take, for it must be re-
membered that, though he neutralized
200,000 men, he at the same time neu-
tralized himself, and eventually succumb-
ed with his whole force. It has been
suggested that there was a brilliant stroke
open to him on the 17th August. At that
tirhe the first and second German armies
bad come across the Moselle, and were
advancing on Rezonville, and there was
only one corps to wa'ch Metz. [t
has been said that if he had seized this
opportunity he could have broken out of
Metz, got through the corps, and have
got small forces to watch the Moselle to
prevent the Germans recrossing, have
cut their lines of communication to Ger-
many, have gone back to Strasburg, based
himself there, and gone back to the south
of France. That looks very well on paper;
but in practice it is difficult to see. He,
however, held on to Metiz like grim death,
until he surrendered. | think those are
the chief errors commutted by the French.

The strategical principles which are
chietly illustrated by the campaign are
that an angular frontier, or a salient angle,
is an advantage to a nation, if it is actively
used. You have the choice of advancing
on either side. In this case it is of no
significance, because the IFrench did not
use it.  Their original idea was to leave
a force on one side, and the main army
o cross and attack south Germany. At

Woerth 1s shown the folly of attempting
to cover two divergent objects at Metz,
we see how a small torce, such as the
seventh German cops, was able to detain
the whole I'rench army. At the action at
Rezonville we see the effect of one army
being compelled to form upfront to flank ;
the French were driven away from the
line of communication. Here we see the
truth of the old maxim, “ [he most peril-
ous thing that can be attempted is a flank
march in the presence of the enemy.”
At the battle of Woerth, which was
brought on prematurely, we see the dis-
advantage of large advance guards. The
third German army had a very large ad-
vance guard, which took a large force
out of the hands of the Crown Prince. It
got mixed up with the French without
the command of the Crown Prince, and
as it had to be extricated, this brought on
the general action. As a result of that
lesson alone, the tendency in recent years
has been to reduce the strength of ad-
vance guards,so as not to give them a
chance of engaging in a conflict,

I think that practically closes all the
strategical lessons of this campaign,
which are, perhaps, only of interest to the
students of the military art. But turning
from these, we may come to the great
moral lessons which should interest all
classes of society. The first is the utter
madness of subordinating strategy to
politics. In moments of great national
emergency—in fact, at all times—the
military institutions of the country, that
1s to say, the army, navy, fortifications,
voiunteers and everything else, should be
the very first concern of the government
and of all classes of society, and their
management should be left entirely in
the hands of those who are thoroughly
competent to provide for militaty exigen-
cies. All political considerations should
be ruthlessly thrown into the background.
In nearly ail great national disasters the
downfall has not been traced to the fail-
ure of general~ in the field, but to their
being hampered by the interference of
ignorant politicians at home. Take the
great Napoleon. The secret of his great
success was simply that he was the gov-
ernment and the general in one. Hedid
not consult anybody as to whether he
should do this or that ; and the result
was that the world saw the most extra-
ordinary series of successes that has ever
been known. The man acted according
to his own intellect.

We also see the folly of relying upon
untrained troops, however brave they
may be. The French raised large masses
of men ; but they were quite unable to
compete with the splendidly trained Ger-
man soldiers. Likewise, we see the im-
mense importance of the strictest disci-
pline ; and this app’i s especially to short
service troops, and still more to volun-
teers. In all service nothing but the
strictest and most unyielding discipline
can old troops together in the presence
of a trained foe. In the Irench troops
want of confidence in their leaders be-
came apparent, and they suspected their
officers. Therefore, besides the necessity
or the strictest discipline among the men,
comes the need of a high moral tone
among the ofiicers. They come from the
best ranks of society, and must entirely
command the confidence and the sympa-
thies of their men ; otherwise they will
not follow them, and disaster must
result. The men themselves were brave
enough, but they were not trained, and
they had no one they could trust.

Another thing we see is the necessity
for a careful system of campagn being
drawn out beforehand. LEverything should
be most carefully arranved in advance ;
and the system of mobilization of the
material economy of an army should be
brought down to the finest point possible.

~ The material of the army should be of

the highest quality. The arms, accoutre-
ments, equipment, and everything for the
comfort of the troops should be the best
procurable. As Lord Chatham said :
*In war expense is the true economy ;’
and this holds good for all me.

Again, we see the fearful evils resulting
from the misuse of the press and mob
rule in a case when a nation is staking its
existence on a great struggle. The move-
ments of all the French generals were
hampered by the goadings of the press
in Paris, whilst the mob opposed Napo-
leon in every movement he took, and
completely stultified the plans of the able
men with the army.

Looking at all these considerations, it
seems to e that all the leaders of every
party in every country should ever keep
before them the folly of subordinating
strategy to politics ; otherwise the nation
used to peace and security may find itself
suddenly surprised by all the hoirors of
national disaster ; and in its degradation
and ruin it may, perhaps, learn the truth
of the words of one of our great poets :

A thousand years scarce serve to form u state ;
An hour may roll it in the dust.

(LLoud applause).

—ta———

Admiral Colomb discusses in tke Nu-
tional Review a phase of the question of
Impenal defence which has hitherto ve-
ceived little attention. Admitting that
the Colonies maintain 77,000 troops and
spend a couple of millions a year in de-
fence, he asks the very pertinent ques-
tion, what 1s the use of it all as tlungs
are? If Canada and the Cape mamtam
troops and expend money for the defence
of their landward boundaries it is good,
because these are boundaries of the Em-
pire. But the other provision (including
thé annual subsidy of £126,000 which
Australia pays to maintain a fleet in her
own waters and 32,000 troops) I1s in a ait-
ferent category. In the event of the ou!-
break of war, probably neither would be
of the slightest use as means of Imperial
defence. “ They are no defence for Aus-
traha if the Imperial defence is com-
plete  They are no defence for Austraha
if the Impenal defence is so incomplete
as to allow her to be attacked, because
then their numbers are too small””  This
is an argument for the concentraiion of
defensive action, and for the contribution
of all our colonies toit. In a phrase
which irresistibly recalls Artemus Ward,
Admiral Colomb speaks of the DBntish
Lmpire “ as the greatest thing on earth.”
It is not a happy way of putting it, but
what he means is that being great we
may stand against a world 1n arms—if we
choose to Le prepared for such an even-
tuality. But the colomes by themselves
can do nothing, and must either stand by
the mother country or be prepared for
absarption by oller and gruate- ntions
which fancied them. Admiral Colhmb’s
view is, therefore that the colonics woulds
as amerc matter of econowny, find 1t
cheaper to contribute to the general de-
fence, and help to make this dffic’ent,
than to dream either that the matrer is no
concein of theirs, or that if the Dritish
LEmpire went to pieces they would by
some means manage to esc pe the
wreck.
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MILITIA GENERAL ORDERS

HEADRQUARTERS,
Orrawy, November 3rd, 1894.
G.0.177.
Redistribution of Miiitary Districts,

1. His excellency, the Governor-Gen-
eral, in virtue of the provisions of clause
17 ot the Militia Act, chap. 41, R.S8.C,
and by and with the advice of the Queen’s
Privy Council for Canada, has been pleas-
ed to order as follows, viz.-—

() On the 8th February, 1894, that
the Pruvince of V’rince Edwiard Island be
reconstituted as a separate Ailitary Dis-
trict to be knewn as No. 12 Mibtary Dis-
tuict,

(0.) On the 17th October, 1894, that
Lientenant - Colunel Frederic Strong
Moore, I’.E.I,, Battalion of Garrison Ar-
tillery, be appointed Deputy Adjutant
General of No. 12 Military D strict with
Headquarters at Charlottetown, P.E. 1, at
a rate of pay of seventeen hundred dol-
lars ($1,700) a year in fult of all pay and
allowances.

2. In pursuance of the above authority,
the following amendments are made in
General Order 17 of the 3rd June, 1892,
viz 1 —

(a.) Section 1, paragraph I, and section
2, paragraph 1, aie cancelled.

(4.) 1n subsection 2, alteration of Bri-
gade Divisions, the addition of Prince
Edward Island to the 3rd Brigade Divi-
sion 1s cancelled. (A.G.O. 40188 M. M,
and D. 13008.)

G. 0.78.
Field Hospital Equipment,

Details of the IField Hospital Lquip-
ment 1ssued to Military Districts are put -
lished herewith and wi!l be issued to all
concerned.

G. 9. 70.
Permanent Force.

VETERINARY STORES

Veterinary Field Panniers have been
issued to the following umts of the Per-
manent lorce, viz :—

* A7 Squadron Royal Canadian Dra-
goons.

“B” Sqguadron Royal Canadian Dra-
goons,

“A” Iield Battery Royal Canadian
Artillery.

“B” Field Battery Royal Canadian
Artillery. )

These stores will be held on charge as
part of the Mobilization Stores, for the
care of which the officer commanding the
unit is responsible.

G. 0. 8o.
PAY AND DOCUMENTS OF MEN ILLEGAL-
LY ABSENT,

1. The names of men illegally absent
will be retained on the P’ay-sheets of the
urits to which they belong, up to the
date inclusive, of which their absence is
enquired nto by a Court of Inquiry. The
amount of pay, which would have accrued
to them had they been present with their
units, will be shewn in the Credit side of
the account 1n the column under
“ Regimental Pay.” It will likewise,
afier the Court has declured them illegal-
ly absent, appear 1 the Debit side of
their accounts uonder the heading
“Charges Credi:ed to the Pubhc,” column
“ Mulct Pay.”

2, The documents of men declared il-
legally absent by a Comt of Inquiry will
be retained at the Regimental Stations of
their units for 5 vears as prescribed in
Sect. XX1I, paragraph 22, Queen’s Regu-
lations,

Q. 0. 81.
Fstablishments,

The crganizition of the following com-
panies of Activa Mditia has be:n com-
pleted in accordance with the authority
nat:fied in Genzral Order (62) of the 21st
Julv, 1894 :—

No.6 Company, 93rd Battalion, Sprin
HLitl, N.S. e > Opnng

No. 6 Company, ¢pth Battalion, Big
Intervale (Margare ), C.B. (A. G. O.
52451.)

G. 0. 82.
Allowance for Trumpeters.

—_—

(ACTIVE MILITIA.)

With reference to G. O. (40) of the 1st
Juue, 1894, the Cavalry Corps theren
mentioned are permi:ted to draw the al-
lowance for Bands, granted to them pre-
vious to that order, up to the end of the
financial year closing the j0th June, 1894.
After that date no further claims for tiss
allowance are admissible from any
Mounted Corps entitled to draw tie al-
lowance for Trumpeters as detailed in
the above General Order. .

G. 0 83.
Change of the Official Designation of
Infantry Schools of Instruction.

‘The stations of the Royal Regiment of
Canadian Infantry at London, Toronto,
St. Johns, I’ Q., and Fredericton, respect-
ively, will in futere be officially known as
No. 1, No. 2, No. 3 and No. 4 Regiment-
al Dépor, RIR.C.L

The official designation of the officer
appointed to command at each of these
stations will be  Commanding No.
Regimental 10pit R.R.CJ.

G. 0. 84.
Escorts to Lieutenant Governors at the
Opening of Provincial Legislatures.

1. An escort of Cavalry will be furn-
ished to the Lieutenant Governor of a
Province, as provided in the Militia Act,
cl. 79, paragraph 4, only on the occa-
sion of the opening or closing of the Leg-
islature of the I’rovince.

2. The escoit on such occasions will
not exceed the following strength, viz.: —

t Lieutenant.
1 Sergeant.
12 Rank and file.

3. On receipt of an official notification
from the Secretary of the Lieutenant
Governor, the Deputy Adjutant General
commanding the Military District will
detail an escort of the authorized strength
from the Permanewrt Force or if a unit of
that force be not available from the Active
Militia, without reference to Headquart-
ers.

4. The notification from the Secretary
of the Lieuienant Governor will be for-
warded to Headquarters with the Pay-
list, on which will be quoted as authority
clause 79 of the Milita Act, and the num-
ner of this oider. The expenditure will
then be chargeable in the accounts of the
Militia Department.

5. No claim will be admitted for ex-
penditure on account of such escorts, be-
yond the authorized rates of pay of those
employed on the duty, (\.G.U. 54012))

G.0 83.
November 10th, 1894.

Appointmnents, Promotions and Retire-
ments.

The following appointmeuts have been
approved :

1. HEADQUARTERS STAFF.

Licutenant Colonel de la C. Irwin,
from Inspector of Artillery and Wailike
Stores and Lieutenant-Colonel Comymana-
iy Roval Canadiav Artitlery, to be
Depuy Adj tant General for Arullory at
Headquarters, to date from the sth
October, 1864,

2. DISTRICT STAFF.

Licutenant Colonel Frederick Strong
Moore, fremv Licuerant-Colonel Com-
manding the Pince Edward Island Bat-
talion of Ganiison Arullery, to be Deputy
Adjutant General of Milidary District No.
12, to date from the 17th of October, 1894,

3. STORE BRANCH.

James Edward Curren, Captain retired
lis, to be Superintendent of Stores, No.
9 Military District, zice McShane, 1etired
with a gratuity,

4. AGTIVE MILITIA.
CAVALRY.

sTH DRAGOONS.—To be Surgeon °
Alexander Dewar, Ecquire, M. D., vice
Hopkins, retired.

ARTILLERY,

MONTREAL BATTALION OF GARRISON
ARTILLERY. — Lieutenant  William
Douglas Macfarlane is peninitted to re-
sign his commission and to hold the
rank of Lieutenant on retirement.

To bLe Captain: 2nd Lieutenant
Frederick William Hibbard, 2/ce Reid,
promoted.

To be Lieutenant: 2nd Lieutenant
Edward Robert Barton, e Macfar-

lane, res'gned.

NEW BRUNSWICK BATTALION OF GaR-
RISON ARTILLERY.,— No. 2 Company.
-~ -Provisional 2nd Lieutenant Arthur
Drake Wetmore having failed to quahfy
his name is struck off the list of officers
of the Active Militia.
To be 2nd Lieutenant, provisionally :
Frederick Allan Foster, Gentleman,
wvice Wetmore, retired.

BrimisH  Corumnia  BATTALION OF
GARRISON ARTILLERY.—No. 3 Com-
pany.—To be 2nd Lieutenant, provi-
sionally : James Parker Hibben, Gen-
t'eman, /cc Holden, retired.

INFANTRY.

1ST BATTALION “ PRINCE OF WALES
REGiMENT” — Captarn Edmund
Thomas Bartlett is pernutted to resign
his position and to hold the rank of
Captain on retirement.

3RD BATraLioN “ VICTORIA RIFLES OF
CaNapa”—Captain  Edward Patrick
Guy, is permitted to resign his com-
mission and to hold the rank of Captain
on retirement.

To be Captain : Lieutenant Erastus
\Villiafn Wilson, vice Guy, resigned.

7TH BATTALION © FUSILIERS."—-To be
Quarter-Master :  Richard  Maxwell
McElheran, Gentleman, 27ce Macken-
z.e, retired.

9rH BATTALION “VOLTIGEURS DE QU
BEC.” “T'hat part of General Order (63)
of the 28th July, 1894, relating to the
promotion of Sergeant Louis Leduc o
the rank of 2nd Lieutenant, 15 amend-
ed by adding the word “ Provisionally *
after the word * Lieutenant.”

The further services of Provisional
2nd Lieutenant P’aul Caron are
dispensed with.

I4TH BarravioN “THE PRINCESS OF
WaLES OwWN RIFLES."—Captain Noble
Palmer Joyner 1s permitted to resign
his commission and to hold the rank of
Captam on retirement,
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To be Lieutenant : 2nd Lieutenant
Courtlandt MacLean Strange, wvice
Kirkpatrick, promoted.

I6TH “ PRINCE EDWARD” BATTALION
OF INFANTRY.-—Paymaster and Hon-
orary Major Walter T. Ross is permit-
ted to resign his commissior and to
hold the Honcrary rank of Major on
retirement.

No. 3 Company.—For “C. Robert
Ferguson,” in General Order (55) of
the 22nd June, 1894, read “Charles
Hobart Ferguson,” as the name of the
officer therein appointed Captain.

17TH “ LEVIS” BATTALION OF INFAN-
TRY. — Major Auguste Fourmer is
granted the rank of Brevet Lieutenant
Colonel from the 27th June, 1894.

25TH “ELGIN” BATTALION OF INFAN-
TRY.—To be 2nd Lieutenant, provis-
sionally:  Alexander Addison Mec-

Crimmon, Gentleman, to complete es-
tablishment.

27TH “LAMBTON” BATTALION OF IN-
FANTRY “ST. CLAIR BORDERERS."—
No. 3 Company.—Tobe Captain : 2nd
Lieutenant William Henry Douthwaite,
vice Gattis, retired.

28TH “ PERTH ” BATTALION OF INFAN-
TRY.—No. 5 Company.—Provisional
2nd Lieutenant George Currie baving
left limits his name 1s struck off the
List of Officers of the Active Militia.

To be Lieutenant: 2nd Lieutenant
Henry White Copus, from No. 4 Com-
pany. vice Jamieson, retired.

318T “GREV” BATTALION OF INFAN-
TRY.—Lieutenant-Colonel George Bro-
die is placed on the retired list under
the provisions of paragraph 54, Regu-
lations and Orders, 1887, with permis-
sion to hold the rank of Lieutenant-
Colonel.

To be Lieutenant-Colonel : Major
and Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel James
Pattison Telford, v/ce Brodie, retired.

32ND “BRUCE” BATTALION O INFAN-
TRY.—No. 2 Company.—Captain W,
Clifton Loscombe 1s permitted to resign
his commission and to hold the rank of
Captain on retirement,

To be Captain: Lieutenant Hugh

Clark, s7ice Loscombe, retired.

35TH BATTALION OF INFANTRY, “SI-
COE FORESTERS.”—No. 7 Company.—
To be 2nd Lieutenant, provisionally :
Charles D. Corbould, Gentleman, vice
Clark, resigned.

37TH  “ NORFOLK ” BATTALION OF
RIFLES.—Major James Lorne Camp-
bell is permitted to resign his commis-
sion and to hold the rank of Major on
tirement.

To be Major: Captain and Adjut-
ant Thomas Robert Atkinson, wice
Campbell, retired.

45TH “ WEST DURHAM ” BATTALION OF
INFANTRY.—Lieutenant-Colonel Fred-
eric Cubitt is placed on the retired list
under the provisions of paragraph 54,
Regulations and Orders, 1887, with
permission to hold the rank of Lieuten-
ant-Colonel.

Major and Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel
James Deacon is permitted to resign
his commission and to hold the rank of
Lieutenant-Colonel on retirement.

To be Lieutenant-Colonel :  Major
John Hughes, vice Cubitt, retired.

48TH BATTALION * HIGHILANDERS.”—
That part of General Order (70) of the
29th September, 1894, dispensing with
the services of Provisional 2nd Lieu-
tenant Robert Lows Gibson is cancell-
ed, and the following substituted in lieu
thereof :—“ Provisional 2nd Lieutenant
‘““Robert Louis Gibson has been per-
“mitted to retire.”
To be Lieutenant: 2nd Lieutenant
Charles Alfred Campbell, 7sce Ramsay,
promoted.

52ND “BROMLE ” BATTALION OF LIGHT
INFANTRY.— Lieutenant-Colonel Cal-
vin L. Hall is permitted to resign his
commission and to hold the rank of
Lieutenant-Colonel on retirement.

58TH “COMPTON ” BATTALION OF IN-
FANTRY.—Alexander Ross 1s permitted
to resign his commission and to hold
the rank of Major on retirement.

O3RD  “HALIFAX " BATTALION OF
RIFLES.— Paymaster and Honorary
Captain John G. Corbm is granted the
Honorary rank of Major from the 13th
June, 1894.

Captain William James Butler is
permitted to resign his commission
and to hold the rank of Captain on
retirement,

To be Captamn: Lieutenant Louis
Dixon, vice Butler, retired.

To be 2nd Lieutenant, provisionally:
Frederick William Stevens, Gentle-
man, v/ce Dixon, promoted.

65TH BATTALION % MOUNT RoOVAL
RIFLES.”— Captain Horace Homcre
Manseau is permitted to resign his com-
mission and to hold the rank of Cap-
tain on retirement.

O66TH BATTALION “PRINCESS LOUISE
FUSILIERS.”—To be Lieutenants, pro-
visionally ; Francis Ashley Oliver, Gen-
tleman, from the 1st October, 1894, ice
Moren, deceased; and Arthur Cart-
heart Thomson, Gentleman, to com-
plete establishment,

67TH DBATTALION “CARLETON LIGHT
INFANTRY.”—Surgeon Robert McCrea
1s permitted to resign his commission.
To be Surgeon : Isaac Burnette Cur-

tis, Esquire, M.D., 77ce McCrea, retired.

77TH “ WENTWORTH” BATTALION OF
INFANTRY.—No. 2 Company.—To be
Captain : 2nd Lieutenant John Dick-
son Courtenay, 7/cc Kerr, retired.

78TH “COLCHESTER HANTS AND PicC-
TOU” BATTALION OF INFANTRY.—No
5 Company.—To be 2nd Lieutenant ;
Sergeant James Rerforth Maxwell wice
Sutherland promoted.

181 “PORTNEUF’ BATTALION OF IN-
FANTRY.-—No. 3 Company—To be 2nd
Lieutenant, provisionally ; Onezime
Redman, Gentleman, #/cc Paré, retired.

85TH BATTALION OF INEANTRY.~—No. 3
Company.—To be 2nd Lieutenant, pro-
visionnally ; Aristide Beaugrand dit
Champagne, Gentleman, 77c¢c Labelle
resigned.

No. 6 Company.—To be 2nd Lieute-
gant, provisionally ; John Joseph Barry
Gentleman, vice Vincent, transferred.

93RD “CUMBERLAND” BATTALION OF
INFANTRY.—No. 6 Company. To be
2nd Lieutenants, provisionally, to com-
plete establishment ; Edward Custon
Potter, Gentleman, William DesBrisay
Matthews, Gentleman, and Duncan
Blue, Gentleman.

04TH “VICTORIA” BATTALION OF IN-
FANTRY, “ARGYLE HIGHLANDERS,”
No. 6 Company.--To be 2nd Lieute-
nants, provisionally, to complete esta-
blishment ; Willam Rory McKenzie,
Gentleman ; Roderick T. McKenzie,
Gentleman, and James Ross, Gentle-
man.

Associations for Drill in Educational
Institutions.

GUELPH COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE CADET
COMPANY.,

To act as Captain : James Edgar Mills,
vice Day, left the Institute,

To act as Lieutenant : Richard Day, vice
Mills, promoted.
To act as 2nd Lieutnant : Howard Till
vice Howatt, left the Institute,
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CERTIFICATE OF THE SCHOOL OF
MUSKETRY, HYTHE,

The undermentioned officer having
completed a course of tramning at the
Course of Musketry, Hythe, has been
granted an Extra Certificate of Musketry,
dated Hythe, 24th September, 1894, No
5733 : Major L. Buchan, Royal Regi
ment Canadian Infantry.

EXAMINATION OF OFFICERS FOR PRO-
MOTION.

The undermentioned officer has passed
the required examination at Aldershot for
promotion to the rank of Lieutenant-
Colonel : Major Lawrence Buchan, Royal
Regiment of Canadian Infantry.

EXAMINATION OF OFFICERS OF THE
ACTIVE MILUTIA AL THE MILITARY
COLLEGE,

The undermentioned officer having
presented himself for re-examination in
Strategy obtained 172 marks and thereby
qualified in that subject :—

2nd Lieut. F. H. C. Sutton,” Q. 0. C,
Hussars.

Confirmation of Rank.

The undermentioned provisionally ap-
pointed officers, having qualified them-
selves for their appointments, are con-
firmed in their rank from the dates set
opposite their respectives names : —

2nd Lieutenant Basil 5. Courtney, Ha-
lifax Battalion of Garrison Artillery ; frcm
the 11th October, 1894.

2nd Lieutenant Otta E. Hewton, 47th
Battalion ; from the joth September 1894.

2nd Lieutenant Henry White Copus,
28th Battalion ; from the 21st July, 1894.

2nd Lieutenant Matthew Ford Mur,
38th Battalion . from the 11th August,
1894.

2:d Lieutenant Ernest Arthur Billings
26th Dattalion ; from the 7th August,
1894.

2nd Lieutenant William Henry Douth-
waite, 27th Battallion, from the 2nd July,
1894.

and Lieutenant Robert J. Towers, 27th
Battalion ; from the 11th August, 1894.

2nd Lieutenant Stuart Temple Black-
wood, 22nd Battalion ; from the 11th
Aagust, 1894.

(To be Continued)



