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sex, which is degraded and maltreated jn modern heathen na-
tions, as it was among many of ihe ancient pagan nations, is ele-
vated, wherever the Gospel hasspread, to that rank in society to.
which it is so justly entitled; and the civil, moral, and religious
condition of women has been proportionably improved. Polyga«
my has been abolished, and divorce is permitted,—not to gratify
levity, caprice, or profligacy of either party (for in Rome.as least
the woren also had the power of divorce, where their licéntious-
ness was equal to that of the men,)—but only in the case*of un-
faithfulness to the nuptial vow. It is true that, in certain couns
tries of Europe, where the Géristian religion has been so far cor-
rupted as to lose nearly all its influence, illicit conzections may be
formed, adulterous intrigues pursued, and even crimes against na-
ture perpetratéd with but INtle dishonour. But it is not so in
Britain and other Protestant countries, where the Gospel has had
a freer course: for, though the same dispositions are discovered
in great numbers of persons, yet the fear of the public frown
holds most of them in awe. From the lowest degradation and op-
pression, the female sex has been raised to respect, cultivation,
and refinement,. to a rank and influence ir: society, which they pos-
sess only in Chtistian countries, where their interest and happi-
ness are uniformly and properly consulted in every important con-
cern in life.  'We have no public indecencies between the sexes,
no law that requires prostitution. If any unnatural crimes be per-
petrated, they are not common; much less fire they tolerated by
the laws, or countenanced by public. opini@k £ the contrary,
the pdium which follaws such pradces is subfCient to stamp the
petpetrators of them with perpetual infamy in the - laml. Rapes,
incests and aduReries, are not gnly punishable by Jaw, kut odious
in. the estimation of the public. No one cdn live in the Fnowsn
practice of',fomiqat,ion, lving, theft, fraud, or cruelty, and retain
his character. It cannot be pleaded in excuse with us, as it is in
China or Hindostan, (and as the profligate Rousaeau pleaded when
he sent his illegitimaté offspring to the foundlibg hospital,) that
such things are the custom of the country. , .
Further, the harshngbs of parenta) auth@ity bas been restrain-
ed; the barbarous practice of exposing or deprifing of life weak,
deformed, or helEless ¢hildren (which wasysanctignad by the laws.
of many states) has been abolished, and hegpitals hawe been in-
stituted for the preservation of -deserted children; and. what was
then deemed a wise political expedient to rid the state omuseless
and troublesome members, is now justly considered and punfhed
as the most atrocious of crimes. And that uncentrolled powers
which was possessed by fathers and husbands, and which rendered
the condition of sons worse than that of slaves, and exposed
wives to the most cruel treatment, has been annihilated by the
gentle spirit of Christianity. The system of domestic slavery,
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which subjected the greater part of mankind to the capricious
tyragny of a few free-born masters. who treated and valued theuw:
Bke'beasts, while they were sometimes made the sacrifice of a
youthful frolic, and murdered in the streets and roads, by thou-
sands, for amusement, is fully extinguisked; and our own times
have witnessed another triumph of Christian benevolence, in the
efforts tade to extirpate (at least in this country) the infamous
traflic in human beings: the success of which efforts is to be
ascribed solely to the influence of Christianity in directing public
opinion.

Thus, while the Gospel prescribes the best rules for promoting
family peace and domestic happiness, it has also removed the
great obstacles which have otten impeded it. The condition of
the infericr and dependentranks of society has been ameliorated ;
and every varied form of human wmiscry finds some alleviation
from the active diligence of private benevolence, and the magni-
ficent provisions ot public charity. The heathens had no public
places of accommodation for the sick, the poor, the widow, or
the orphan ; nor was there a single hospitai in the wheole heathen
world : whereas every Christian country abounds with charitable
institutions for those humane purposes. The flow of beneficence,
proceeding from this divine source, (especially in this highly fa-
voured country,*) has scarcely left any means untried for melio-
rating the sufferings-ef the poor: it has erected asylum&*for almost
every form of humau miser_s&’ for all the children of t!}e needy,
for the destitute and for the'houseless. It has extended itself to
the abodes ot guilt.and crime, and has attempted to put within
the reach of the prisoner all the comforts that are compatible
with the strict claims of justice, and it has cven reached the infe-
rior animals, by procuring for them gentle treatment, and consti-
tating them objects of legal protection. In vain may we search
in the writings qT pagan moralists for exhortatians to benevolence
kike this: not a word is to be found in Cicero’s offices, of active
and liberal love to the poor, to slaves, to ceiminals, to the brute
creation, in short, to any, except friends and relations, as for
‘mere worldly and selfish purposes; and if modern moralists do bet-
ter, Christia#jty may claim the praise. What terminated the hor-
rid gladia'l‘b'ria‘l massacres and murders, which destroyed so many
‘thousands of unhappy persons ameng the Romans ?—Christianity.
What mas instituted so‘% blishments for the reclaiming of
the vicious, and for instructing even criminals >—Christianity.
What has meliorated the condition and procured security to the
lives of insolvent debtors, whose mistortunes—not their faults—

« GREAT BRITAIN.
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place them in the power of merciless creditors?>—Christianity.

‘What has protected widows and orphans against injustice,—orphan

princes against usurpers and rebellious subjects,—subjects aguinst

exaction and oppression.—the weak against the powerful in suits

at law,—the goods and the persons of the shipwrecked against

plunderers,—and, in short, every description of persons against

the distress which would otherwise have overwhelmed them ?—

Christianity. What has discouraged suicides >—Christianity... The

heathens very frequently committed suicide agreeably to their re-

ligious or philosophical dogmas; but no real Christiun ¢ commit

this crime, without krowing that he is acting contrary to the prin-

ciples of the Gospel, committing murder, and clearly violating a

divine command. What has discouraged the absurd practice of
duels, or deciding doubtful or disputea points by single combat,

which obtained so generally in the north and west of Lurope?—

Christianity. It is true that, from a fulse notion of henour, duels

continue to be fought, often for the most frivolous or imaginary

affronts ; but these are not chargeable to the Gospel, which pro-
hibits murder of every kind : and the men who engage in such
duels, shew by their conduct-that, though they may profess and
call themselves Christians, they are totally destitute of Christian

principle, and act inutter disregard of the laws of a Christian
country {at least of this country). which prohibit them, under se-
vere penalties.*

* By the law of England, where the parties meet with an mtent to murder, —
(and with what other intent, we may ask, can they meet, since challenges are
always sent at ledst ofe or two days before the duel takes place, so that they
meet deliberately and with a'determination to take each other’s lives,—think-
ing it their duty as gentlemen. and claiming it as their right to wanton witle
their own lives and the Jives of others, witheut any warrant for it either human
or divine,) if one party kills the other, it comes within tlge notion of murder,
and is punishable accordingly. So repugnant indeed is our law, that not only
the principal who actually kills the other, but also his seepnds, are guilty “o¥
murder, whether they fought or not,-and it is held, that the seconds of the
party slain are likewise guilty as accessarles. See Blackstone’s Commentaries,
vol. 4, page 199. The modern practice of duelling is considered absolutely
necessary to protect men from insult ; but that'it is a mere custom, and unne-
cessary for that purpose, is evident from the fact, that femafg’s, ghe Christian
Societies called Quakers and Unitas Fratrum or Unjte@ Brethren, mnd minis-
ters of the Gospel, arescarcely more igsulted thae the man who will Bght. ¢ It
is strange,” Dr. Ryan remarks, with equs'm‘an'd ‘justice, ¢¢ thamfichtéry
should be considered a proof of the truth, thonor, or honesty of the dueflist
a man may possess personal courage without another good quality. The liag
the knave, the seducer of his friend’s wife will fight e who was a villdin
before he fought, will still be a villain, and, in some cases a greater villair
than if he had declined the combat. If a man is so grossly insulted, that his re.
ligious principle is not sufficiently strong to support him under the afirent, lut
him challenge the aggressor, form a resolution not'to fire, and commit this reso.
Jution sealed up to his second. If hé escapes, let him prosecute at law ; if he
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From Society, generally; let us ascend to the influence of Chris-
tianity on the relig’on and government of states and countries,

Wherever the Gospel has spread, we have the most satisfactory
evidence of its mighty efficacy as a means of improving the pre-
sent condition of man. Polytheism and idolatry, tog€ther with
hbuman sacrifices, and all their attendant cruelties and profligate
Immoralities, have been abolished. And as soon as nations and
governinents became Christian, they were actuated by that mild,
benevolent, and generous spirit, which the early believers had
displayed even in the midst of calumny, insult and persecu-
tion. Those pnnces who embraced Umatmmty became more
humble than their heathen predecessors; blended Christian mo-
rality with their civil institutes ; and transcribed into’ their political
codes the humanity and benevolence inspired by their religion.
Tewer Kings were murdered, and fewer revolutions took pluce in
Christian than in Pagan states. It is the power of the Gospel
alone, that has greatly reformed the laws of nations, and has di--
minished the horrors of war. That it has not hitherto been suf-
ficient to banish unjust wars from the earth, is true; and, as an
acute writer has forcxbly remarked, ¢ it would have been wonder-
ful if' it had, seeing it has never yet been cordiclly embraced by
the majority, nor perbaps by the preponderatmg part of any na-
tion. Nevertheless it Aas had 1ts inftuence " and that influence

is killed, let his friends prosecute for a wanton and unprovoked murder. knew
« gentleman, who had fought many.duels, .receive a challenge for a trifiing of-
fence ; he imade an apology, which the cha.llengcr did not accept of, but insist-
ed on a meeting. - When the challenged went to the ground, he carried a pa-
per, stating the offence, his offer of an apology, his private resolution not to
fire, with a direction to his friends fo prosecute fot murder, if he should fall.
The challenger fired without effect; his antagonist did . not fire, but prosecuted
Kim at law, and caused him to be xmpusoncd Though the challenger was thus

plinished for firing, it is probable he would have escaped unpunished if he had
cdﬁlus opponent, as juries are in the habit of perjuring themselves in support
of! &g practice. They find a man guilty of a breach of the peace who sends a
challenge, og fires without hitting, but acquit him if he kills in consequence of
that challenge ! Their usual verdict, that the survivor killed in his own de-
fence, is generally fulse, because self-preservation seldom requires a man to
kill his antagonist. Where the combatants are supposed to fire at the same in-
stant, each stands as good a chance of escaping where he reserves hisshot, as
where hé discharges it, provided his opponent is not aware of his intention.
He defends his honour by standing his adversary’s fire, and his reserved shot pro-
tects his own life and that of his antagonist. He, theretfore, who unnecessa-
rily kills, has no claim to impunity on the plea of self-defence, and juries who
urge that plea are absolutely perjured. The juryman, however, has precedents
for disregarding his oath: most juries perjured themselves in the same way, and
he is satisfied, as if he was not accountable to God, and to society for his pcr
jury, and for the evils which generally arise from the encouragement of duecls.’
Dr. Ryan’s History of the Effects of Religion on Mankind, pp. 121. 122,

* Fuller’s Gospel its own Witness, p. 134.



-] Deneficial cffects of Christtanaty.

has been >of the most beneficial kind for the happiness of man.
For, the ccld inhumanity, which considered war, not as the great-
est scourge of the human racc, but as the prime business and most
exquisite gradification of’ life ;—the restless ambition, passion for
martial achievements, and ferocious rapacity, which produced the
most unprovoked aggressions ;—the implacable and vindictive spi-
rit with which wars were carried on, and which consequently, for
many ages, overwhelmed the world with bloodshed, ruin. and de-
solation ;—that relentless cruelty, which condemned the unhappy
captive to perpetual slavery, or an ignominious death (sometimes
by torture) by the hand of the executioner;—the desolations of
whole countries, together with the utter destruction of flourishing
and opulent cities, and that relentless cruelty which spared not
from massacre and extermination the unoffending female, the
helpless infant, and the decrepitude of old age ;—these are out-
rages, of which*we seldom, if ever, hear in the wars carried on
by professing’ Christians, though nothing was wmore frequent
among the most polished nations of antiquity, and those most ce-
lebrated for their private and public virtue. (Such were the pa-
gan notions of virtue.)

© ¢t Is the spirit of Christianity alone, which moderating the
views of sovereigns and states. and directing the measures of’ go-
vernment to the legitimate objects of its institution, viz.—the pro-
motion of the welfare of society and the preservation of its moral
interests,—leads to an equitable consideration of the rights and
independance of other nations, and to an unremitted regard to the
well-being of the community over which it presides. It is the spi-
rit of just and reasonable policy, which inspires rulers with a de-
sire of fulfilling the intentions of God, who appointed them as «
terror to evil doers, and for the praise of them that do well ; teach-
ing them to promote, upon general and permanent principles, the
interests of every class of society, and to ground the confidence
of power on the observance of the just claims of every depar#d
ment."* Hence, the ancient fierceness of despotism, whese #ach
a form still exists, has been limited and assuaged. “Phose arbi-
trary laws, and that perversion and corruption of justice, which
prevailed at Athens, and especially at Rome, during the latter
periods of the republic, have disappeared from the codesof Chris-
tian states especially in our own country. These great cf\r.ilbless-
ings, it may be safely affirmed, are in a great degree owing to the
influence which the spirit of Christianity has had on our civil con-
stitution, (with which itis so closely and essentially interwoven,
that it is part of the common law of England,t) on the temper of

# Dr. Gray’s connection of Sacred and Profanc Literature, vol. 1. p. 219.
t Blackstone’s Commentaries, by Professor Christian, vol. 4, p. 59, and
note (5.)
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our governors and of the people, on the temper of the laws,
and ui those who framed them, as well as “of those who adminis~
terthem. It is this holy mﬂuence ‘of Christianity, principally,’
« which, by m:twaung in‘'some degree the rancour of contending
parties against eachi otlier, and by-inspiring them with some fittle
share‘of mutual charity 4 and forbearance, has hitherto preserved
this country from, those 8Cenes of carnage and devastation,” that
stain and disgrace the apnals of ancient hhtory It is this, which
_has, in general, resjmmed our provincial goverriors from ex-
ceedmg the bounds of equity dnd humanity in their administra-
tion; and has cagriéd even to our most distant colonies-a large
share of the freedom, thca-< justice, the ease, the tranqudhty, the
security ‘and prosperuy “of .the parent state. Iti s t thig-in fine,
which has lmpressed on “the minds of our magjs strdtes and_our
judges,, that strong sense of ‘duty 'to God, to m ,Smd to thexr
country, “that sacred regard .to Jushcc and rechtmfe, S which “ refi~ |
ders them beyoad all exnmple, impartial, upright,* and uhcorfupt ;
which securgs to every rank.of men the equal benéfit'of ‘the laws ;
which ex.:e%s.ls to the meanest’ their protecnon “and brmgsr he
greatest under their control. "*‘ At
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It is swrcely neces to ) say:its to Ehnsnans, certainly not to ex-
perienced’ Christians,” ak“.oneo he-wmost effectual means of
maintaining a principle of rellglon nr Jour ligarts, is prayer.” I do
not say public prayer, or private pmyer,aor family prayer; but
prayer in its most general acceptation. The exhortation is,

¢ pray:” it neither prescribes the manner, nor fixes the time.
ilxcept indeed, the text be understood in its severest construc-
tion. One thing, however, it certainly has respect to: a religious
and circumspect walk before God.

Prayer is a mark highly characteristic of the new man; of a
change from a state of nature to a state of grace. We no sooner
hear of the conversion of St. Paul, than he is described to us
under this very character : « Behold, he prayeth " Indeed, so in-
separable from the character of a Christian is the daty of prayer,
that they are unworthy the name, who live in an open and habitual
neglect of it. This very circumstance evidences beyond a ques-
tion, that they are © alxens, and “strangers to the covenants of
promise;” and ignorant, it would appear, of a very important par-

.

# Bishop Porteous’ Tracts, p. 353.
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ticular in our holy religion :—the necessity ol asking in order that
we may receive. ° “,

And. here, I must be allowed to éxpress a regret that prayer
generally, but nore particularly family devation, is so nruch and,
wilfully neglected by many around'ys: | To wasters and fathers of
families. this duty attaches itself with rogst reascnable obligation.
Whether they be pious or whether theybemot,' the obligation re-
mains the same. They live in the midst of Gospgel light and hi-
berty. The means of grace and salvation are}within their power.
The invitations of the Gospel extend to all:. ¢ Come unto me all.
ye ends of the earth, and be ye saved.” It‘rejects and discou-
rages none: ‘ whosoever cometh unto me,” saith the Almighty,
] will in o wise cast out.” Under sich circumstances, with such
advantages, impiety is criminal ; and, if We are not what we should
be, the fault ig:ours and not God’s ; and, depend uponit, if we do
not reform, -we shall at last; with the residue of unprofitable ser-
vants, be ¢ cast into uttér darkness, where is weeping and gnash-
ing of teeth.”, - . . .

The obligatiou, therefore, ig reasonable, and unalferable; and
nature and religion call onfus:to perform it.

We are, to a'certain extent, .to our families, what the Patriarche
were of old; prophets, pfiests-and kings.. To the father, the
whole family, and more {particularly the younger part of it,
look up for counsel, for example and direction. In this relation,

. then, what can be mgre his duty, what ought to be more his
study, than to instract them in.those things which relate to, and
provide for, the everlasting salyation of,.the soul? If we feel it so
1mperiously our dity, and arg so extremely, solicitous, to see our
children comfortably established ‘and previded for, during their |
temporary stay on thissublivary abode; how much more is it our
duty, how much more should it interest us, and how much nearer
our hearts should it be, daily and hourly to train them up in the
“purture and admonition of the Lord,” “as vessels made for,
honor,” both by our instruction and example ; that, thus being
fellow worshippers here, scions grafted on the same stock, even
the Lord Jesus Christ, we may at last, in our respective seasons,
be translated from the vineyard of earth to the garden of heaven.

If there is one spectacle pre-eminently interesting in the eyes of
the Angels of God, unquestionably it is that of a father in the
midst of his family, pointing out, and preceding them in, the nar-
row path to the foundation of life; adapting to theis young, but
increasing capacitics, the sincere milk, and then stronger meat,
of th= Gospel of peace, until, from the condition of babes, they
attain to the « full measure of the stature of Christ.” Happy
spectacle! and thrice happy family, where he, who is first in au-
thority, is first in example too! Are we moved by the represent-
ation? May the impression abide, and its influence increase,
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intif; far from being indifferent and careless, every house be-
cé)mes a hopse of prayer and every heart a temple for the Holy

host } . )

Were it profitable to indulge in the perspective, we .ni‘ht pic-
ture'to ourselves the delighttul result of such a general procedure
asthis. Some of the happiest consequences attendant upon the
establishment of our Saviour’s kingdom would instantly occur to
our minds. It would no longer be necessary, that « every man
should teach his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying,
knpw the Lord: for they would all know hitn, from the Jeast to’
the greatest:" for they would “be taught of God.” The in-
fltence of religion, pure and undefiled, would bapish intellectual
daskness from the minds of the people ; and, like the lucific spirit
upon thé waters, spread light and life through- the dwellings of
mankind. The malignity and deformity of the first Adam, would
gradually give place to the rectitude and beauty of the second;
and the vices and passions of humanity, habitually repelled,
would be progressively and successfully reduced to the <obe-
dience of faith.” Stubborn, unenlightened human will would
no longer bear contral: but, < to the Law and to the testimony,”
would be the watchword among men. The Sabbath  too, that
sacred season, ordained as a rest from labour, and rest in God,
would not be, as it now is, prostituted to purposes, for which
other time cannot be spared ; biit seriously and devoutly consi-
dered as such, both in our dwellings and-onr bearts. The house
of the Lord, now too generally but spariiigly attended, wonld be.
crowded with spiritual worshippers, ‘hungering and thirsting
after righteousness,” and solicitons to obey the Apostolic injunc-
tion, « forsake not the assembling of yourselves together.”
. Neither would the influence of this happy state of things, be
less observable in our social relation to the world, than in our spi-
ritual relation to God.. The harshness, selfishness and irritability
of our natural tempers, would :be mellowed down into kindness,
by the constant exercise of brotherly lover The clashing of inte-
rest, now so productive of strife, would be lost sight of in the
“ consideration of that wholesome exhortation of the Apostle :
Let no man seek his own; but every man another's wealth.”
Pride and anger, hatred and revenge, envy and strife, would gra-
dually give way to benignity and candour, sincerity and truth,’
benevolence and peace. As the former should be rooted out,
the latter would spontaneously arise. Happily freed from the bad
impressions of evil passions, and actuated by feelings which na~
turally arise from virtuous and pure affections; there would be
exhibited that uniformity of character, which ever distinguishes’
the subjects of the Saviour’s kingdom.

YoL. 1L : ce
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Ho/wuer, in the present state of things, such visions are fanZ”
ciful: fanciful, lessfrom the impossibility, than the improbability
of their being realised. .

Nevertheless, we are in no wise to let the persuasion, that we’
cannot accomplish all we wish, minister to our prejudice, by dis-
couraging us from performing our parts, and doing what we can.
Itis the duty of evety, one of us, then, to come to the excellent
determination of Joshua; that,- whatever be the conduct of others,
in this fegpett, ¢ as for me and my house; we will serve the Lord.”
" And let it be observed, that, if we be really and sincerely
Christians,” we shall not rest satisfied with serving and loving God
ourselves: it will be our anxious wish and desire that all, but

* more particularly our own family, should have the privilege and

. happiness of communion with Him"also.
. And our anxiety on this head would not be a little increased,
did we entertain proper views of our responsibility to Ged, for the
morals and spiritual-welfare of those, whom, for the furtherance
of his allwise ‘purposes; he has entrusted to our care. We are:
toe prone to look upon our offspring as absolutely ours; forgetting
that they are the Lord’s heritage, and are, even as we ourselves,
bought with an inestimable price. .'They- are, indeed, subjected
to our direction, as- tutors and fosterers under God, . for whom
and to whom are all things.,” ‘Wo, therefore, be to that person
who hetrays the trust reposed inhim ! ¢ it were better,” to use
the language of our Saviour,>*‘that a mill-stone were hanged about
his neck, and he were drowned in the depths of the sea,” than
that, owing to anyneglect on his part, “ one of these little ones.
should perish.” N

Again, on the scare of natural affection, it is reasonable that a
parent should warn his offspring of the rocks and shoals of pre-
sent and eternal misery, and bring them up in the way in which’
they should go; that when they arrive at the age of maturity, and
have discretion to act for themselves, they may naturally, and as
matter of choice, pursue that line of conduct, to which early
habits, and a sense of duty incline.them. ., .

Let us, but for a moment, place ourselves in the situation of a
person, who, with respect to himself and his family ; has, Gallio
like, ¢ cared for none of these things;” and if the pains of hell
admit an additional pang, it must arise from the consideration,
that those, - who were flesh of his flesh and bone of his bone, and
are now become the sharers of his misery, might, but for his

. neglect and evil example, have then been-ghining as ¢ stars in the
kingdom of their father.” My- brethren! may this agonizing
reflection never be experienced by us! ) -

If this thought, however, be painful to humanity, what object,
on the other hand, can be more truly engaging, than that of a-
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father, who having sedulously trained up his little charges in the
pure principles af-virtue and gadliness;' long beholds: theri bring-
ing forth correspondent fruit, and exercising their-talents in happy
subserviency to God and religion : having, late' in time, *passed
before themon the journey of life,” he will, in that -day, when
“ many shall arise to everlasting contemipt,” be enabled with con~
fiderice to present hiipself before the throne of the ‘Almighty
Judge, and rapturousiy exclaim in-the langnage of Jacob : -Hel
lord I am, and the children which thou hast givenme. -+ - * -~

. Let usstrive then, my brethren, by a proper attention to our
own and our families, spiritual interests, to secure for outselves a
like enviable and *¢ abundant entrance into the kingdom of God.”
Letus, *as good stewards of the manifold grace of God;"" eéndea-
vour so to husband the portions-of his ‘heritage, which may- seve-
rally be committed to our keeping, that when-our Lord shall de-
mand an account of us, we may not be found unfaithful Let-us
strive to “rule our houses and our children well,” to store their
young minds with the true wisdom the Gospel teaches; not doubt~
ing, -but that our humble endeavours will be crowned with success,
and the fruit which was formed upon earth, be, one-day, gathered
fully ripe into the garners of heaven. SRR € 3 X

- . " . . LAY

et ——

ON THE CREED.

No. IV,
1 Con. i 23.—Ws preach Christ cructjs:ﬂ‘.
: ~

‘Tue doctrine of the Incarnation was considered in our last; and
we are now to shew that Christ Jesus baving been made in the like-
ness of men—became obedient unto death, even the death of the
Cross. :

The fact of our Saviour's sufferings and crucifixion need not be
much insisted upon; for the Jews do. not deny it—the heathen
attest to it—and all contemporary Christians confirm it. The
rulers of the Jews exulted, with-a barbarous malignity, in the
cruel death of bim whom théy frequently, though ineffectually,
sought to kill ;% the heathen adduced the ignominious death of the

% The Jews denominate our Saviour by a name which dendtes the hanged.
The testimony of Jascphus, Antiq. xviil. 3. 3. well supported by Dr. Collyer
and others, seemstriumphantly vindicated as genuine in Horne's Introduction
to the Saered Scriptures, vol. i1 307,
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¢ Galilezan”* as a reproach to the religion he founded ;1 whilstthe
Christians maintain the doctrine of Christ crucified as the founda-
tion of their faith and the only security of their hopes. i
" Insupport of the first branch of this Article of the Creed, that/
Christ surrERED—it would be enough to cite the prediction of}
Isaiah, that he would be a man of sorrows and acquainted with °
ief; and to compare with the prophet’s declaration the accounts
of Lis earthly pilgrimage asrecorded in the four Evangelists. To
pass over the circumstances of his birth and infancy, when, in ghe
one case, his being laid in a manger, and in the other, his bemg.
driven by the persecutions of Herod into Egypt, the prediction of.
Isaiah was very early verified—we may remark his exﬂosure to
more than the ordinary lot of suffering immediately on the com-
mencement of his ministry. No sooner had he come out of the
water wherein'he had been baptized by John, than the Spirit
@riveth kim into the wilderness, where he was Jorty days tempted of
Satan; and was with the wild beasts. There tortureﬂ/ by hunger
and thirst during that unprecedented space of time; exposed, un-
sheltered and-alone, to the storm and the tempest; the compa-
nion of savage beasts and deadly reptiles ; and beset by every arti.
fice of the Sovereign Tempter, he surely realizes the affectin
portrait of the * Evangelical Prophet.” Nor, when liberated from
_ that painful trial, and when he was permitted to go about doing
Eood, did his sorrows cease, nor was his fngf mitigated. Whilst
e gave sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, the power of speech
to those that were dumb ; whilst he cured all manner of diseases,
and raised even the dead to life—he was treated by his perverse
countrymen with cruelty and scorn: they despised and esteemed him
not. In him the Psalmist’s prophetic plaint was literally fulfilled:
False witnesses did rise up ; they laid to my charge things that I
knew not.  They rewarded me evil for good, to the spoiling of m
soul. But as for me, when they were sick, my clotr'z];ng was sack-
doth, 1 humbled my soul with fasting, and m proyer returned into
my own bosom. I behaved myself asthough he had been my _friend
or brother ; I bowed down heavily as one that mourneth for his
mother.  But inmine adversity they rejoiced and gatlze\r‘ed themselves
together u%ailzst me, and I knew it not ; they did tear me and ceased
not. With hypocritical shockers in feasts, they gnashed upon me
with their teeﬂz.f

* The expression of the Apostate Julian, when dying, will be remembered ;
¢¢ Thou hast conquered me, O Galilzan.”

+ Amon_gst innumerable heathen testimonies, these words of Tacitus are pecu-
Yarly pertinent, ¢ Auctor nominis ejus Christus, qui, Tibedo imperitante, per
Procuratorem Pontium Pilatum, supplicio affectus erat.” Annal. Lib, xv. 44,

1 Psalm xxxv, 11-16. .
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But to see how much the Incarnate Son of God suffered during
his sojourn upon earth, we must follow him to the closing hours
of his mortal career; when, in anticipation of the horrors that
awaited him, ke sweated as it were great drops of blood—when, on
being apprehended by a ruffian band armed with swords and staves
as against a thief, he was dragged to the palace of the inveterate
‘high priest, and there treated with every insult and cruelty—
when, at those trying moments whercin he would have been
solaced by the faithful attachment of his disciples, be beheld the
base treachery of one, the heartless denial of another and the
cowardly desertion of all—when, reviled, buffeted, spit upon and
scourged, he was condemned to bear his cross to the scene of-his
last suffering and ignominy, and on the hill of Calvary, subjected
to the base death of a malefactor, betwixt two thieves.  Butall -
these his trials and afflictions are particiilarized in the records of
eye witnesses and contemporaries, and related with a simplicity
and pathos which no effort of mere human eloguence can emulate.

It is proper, howeéver, before we attend him from the judgment
hall of Pilate to the place of his final suffering, to make- some
remarks on the time jn which these interesting and pathetic inci-
dents took place, generally notedin the Articles of our Faith by
the words, UNDER PoNTIus Pruate. That we are right as to the
fact, it would be sufficient to adduce the expregs words of the
historian Tacitus already quoted ; but besides bis and the testimo-
nies of others, there ave strong grounds for confidence in the opi-
nion that Pilate transmitted to his Imperial Master a minute ac-
count of the whele transaction.* But these words were chiefly
intreduced into the Creed, to be a remembrancer of the date of
the occurrence; and the citation of the presidency of Pontius
Pilate over Judeea at the time, whilst it afforded the only correct
method of maintaining the chronology of the event, served to
confirm the ment of certain predictions regarding the suffer
ings of Ahe Messialn~_Jt was foretold that the scepire was then' to
be departed from Judah ; and the mention of a Roman Governor
in Judea when Shilok came, pointedly implies the subjection of
the Jews to a foreign yoke. The Scriptures too had alluded to the
manner of our Saviour’s death in such terms as render the citation
of the peculiar time, particularly expedient; for when it is said
that he suffered under Pontius Pilate, a Roman Governor, we must
be confirmed in our belief of those Scriptures by remembering
that a death was foretold to the Messiah never inflicted by Jews,}
but practised upon heinous malefactors by the Romans alone.} -

* Euseb. Hist. Eccles. Lib. ii. 2. Jnstin Martyr Apolog.—Tertull. Apollog. 21.

t The Jews sometimes affixed offenders to crosses ; but not till they had first
been put to death in some other manner.

1 This punishment was emphatically called servile suﬁplicium ; whilst its
painfulness was sufficiently denoted by the application of the word cruciatus—
derived from crux, a cross—to the utmost severity of anguish and pain.



498 " On the Creed.

This Roman officer, after some struggles betwixt a convictio
of the innocence of Jesus and a dread of offending the Jews,
caused Jesus to be scourged and then delivered to the fury of them
who were frantic in the cry of, crucify him, crucify him. And
then was he led as a lamb to the slaughter ; then did he bear our
griefs and carry our sorrows; then was he wounded for our trans-
gressions and bruised for our inigquities ; then lhe 'Was CRUCIFIED
for us that he might redeem us_from all iniquity. .

The Cross, this ignominious instrument of death, consisted, ‘as
its name denotes, of two large pieces of wood crossing each other.
On the one which was upright, the feet of the condemned person,
joined together, were fastened by nails; and on the transverse
beam the arms were stretched out and the hands aflixed to it by
nails in the same manner—and thus the criminal hung naked~until
pain and faintness ended his life. To this exquisite torment, of .
being suspended by nails driven through the most sensitive parts

_of the body, was Jesus Christ, the Son of God, made subject—
.thus did he bear our sins in his own body on the tree—thus he who
knew no sin was made sin_for us ; and being thus made a curse jfor
us, he hath redeemed us from the curse of the Law* !

After enduring, for three hours, this exquisite pain, Jesus cried
with a lowd voice, Father. into thy hands I commend my spirit ; and
he gave up the Ghost: thus evincing, at the latest expiration of
the breath of life, his patient submission to the will of- God; his
cheerful confidence that the departed spirit would rest in peace
with him. And here it is proper to observe that he was not only
lcruciﬁed, but peAD also; for as the learned Bishop Pearson re-
marks, * crucifixion of itself invclveth not in it certain death, and
he' which is fastened to a cross is so leisurely to die, as that he
being taken from the same may live.” The testimony, therefore,
to his actual death is valuable, contained in/ these words: when
they came to Jesus and saw that ke was deail.dlready, tlzey brake not
his legs : but one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and

Jorthwith came there out blood and water—because on the death of
Christ depended the fulfillment of the satisfaction and atonement
he made for mankind—because, according to the Scriptures, he
must die_for our sins; and because he could only thus accomplish
the efficacy of the Lamb slain from the jfoundation of the world.
And while we behold, in the manner of his death, a complete ful-
filment of the predictions concerning it, and observe, in his ex-
emption from the last torment inflicted on his fellow sufferers of
breaking their legs, the accomplishment of the prophecy that a
leg of Him should not be broken—whilst we observe, in the piercing

¥ It is said, Deut. xxi. 23, ¢ He that is hanged is accursed of God :" and
these words of Livy are remarkable, ¢¢ arbori dnfelici suspende.’ Lib. i 26
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of his side by the Roman soldier, the exactest coincidence with'
the prophetic declaration, they skall look on him whom they pierced ;
we cannot but remark the extraordinary fulfillment of his own
declaration, no man taketh away my life from me, but X lay it down
of myself; in the extraordinary wmanner of his giving up the Ghost,
insomuch that Pilate marcelled that he were dead alreadg.

And not only did he saffer and die according to the Scriptures,
but he also strictly fulfilled the Scripture which saith, fe made kis.
grave with the wicked and with the rich in his death ; for he was
crucified betwikt two thieves and thus numbered with the #rans-
gressors, and was BGRIED in the new and magpnificent sepulchre
of Josepht of Arimathaa, with all the prepardtions and honors
which the rick alune receive in their death.

Such is the foundation of that Article®of gur Creed which as-
serts of Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, that HE sUFFERED
UNDER POSTIUS PILATE; WAS CRUCIFIED] DEAD AND BURIED:'
and although it is a doctrine which is unfopthe Jews @ stumbling-
block, and unto the Greeks_foolishriess, it beqomes us to consider
the grounds on which we hold and revere it as the power of God
and wisdom of God. Unto the “ Greeks”™ who spent their fime in
nothing else but to tell or hear some new thing—some new doctrine
of ethics—some new system of philosophy : unto them the preack-
ing of Christ crucified, carmrying with it no parade of science, no
enticing words of man’s wisdom, was an object of the utmost ri-
dicule, and provoked to the proposer of it some uncourteous lan-
guage like this, what will this babbler say? Unto the © Jews"—
unto them who, through the introduction of heathen superstitions
and the adoption of pagan philosophy, made the word of God of
none effect by their traditions : unto them who, instead of @ mar g,
sorrows, looked for a Prince and a Déliverer, who, attended with all
the pomp and power of an earthly potentate, was to lead them to
conquest and glory : unto them the doctrine of Christ crucified
was a stumbling block—the disappointment of extravagant hopes—
the annihilation of selfish expectations. Dot unto the Christiany
it is the power of God, forthere the arm of the Lord hatk been
clearly revealed ; and the wisdom of God, for thus only could his
Mercy, in pardoninga sinful world, and his Justice, in punishing-
sin, have been recoaciled. -

That ot condition 1Is, by nature, extremely sinful and wretched,*
it is unpecessary tv bring arguments to prove; and that sin is’
hateful to Almighty God and is deserving of his punishment is a-
doctrine consistent with our simplest notions of the natural fitness
of - things, as well as confirmed by express Revelations of His
will. That our state was naturally thus forlorn and desperate
even the heathen confessed; and that sin must be punished and
the just wrath of an offended Deity be appeased, their sacrifices
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and offerings afford abundant testimony of their belief. Nor does
their sense of the necessity of such a satisfaction and reconcilia-
tion appear to be altogether innate or natural ; for the early insti-
tution of sacrifices in the world by the express command, or at
least, approbation of God himseif,» as well as the subsequent
establishment of rites and ceremonies pertaining to the same end
amongst the Jews, by his express injunction, all afford a strong
warrant for believing that the unirersal prevalence of a similar
custom in the world—like that of the belief in the existence of a
Deity and the immortality of the soul—is to be referred to a
Divipe Revelation. These, however, were mere types or symbols
of a greater sacrifice; for our own reason declares their inefficacy,
and the word of Scripture plainly asserts their insufficiency. We
cannot believe that the blood of 2n inferior animal can alone be an
equivalent for the forfeited life of man; and man dying for his
fellow would be but an attempt to atone for poliution by a polluted
offering—whilst the Sacred -Scriptures themselves silence ev
doubt by the declaration, that it is not possitle that the blood of bulls
and_of goats shold take away sins—sacrifice and burnt offering thou
wouldest not—in burnt offerings and,sacrifices_for sin thou k no'
re.
- How then was the happy design to be compassed of reconciling
nan to his Maker? How, in consistency with the glory and justice
of God, were such enemies to be reconciled, such offenders to be
pardoned, such wretches to be saved? Would the insulted Majesty
of heaven deign to treat with ungrateful rebels except by a Media-
tor? Would the offended Governor of the world suffer thus his
_ commands to be violated, his avthority to be despised, bis honor
to be trampled on, without some equivalent satisfaction? Could
we hope to be cleared of our guilt without an expiation, reinstated
in our freedom without a ransom, or’exempted from condemnation
without a punishrient?

No: The dignity of the Almighty must be preserved whilst His
mercies are trancendent : His justice must be satisfied whilst His
goodness is unbounded. He was willing to be sued to for peace
and mercy; but, at the same time, he demanded a satisfaction for
our transgressions. He was willing to pardon us for eur offences;
but he would also manifest his detestation of them, and prove his
hatred of sin in a manner more conspicuous and illustrious than if
He had persecuted it down fo hell and irreversibly doomed us to
eternal torments. -

But how was this great end 1o be effected? Where was a Me-
diator to be found who would place himself betwixt God and us,

* The skins of the beasts wherewith our first parests were clothed, are sup-
posed to kave been taken from sacrificed animals—.and the offering of Abel
would imply the early introduction of the custom.
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to screen us from His vengeance? Who had so great an interest
in the court of heaven, as thus to intercede fora;brood of apostate
enemies, and propose 2 method whereby. God might be satisfied,
and we might be saved? Where was ke to be found- who could
sacrifice; and where was that to be found which could be sacri-
ficed for sins so vastly numerous and so extremely héinous?
Amongst the degenerate sons of Adam, could a priest he found thus
koly, harmless, undefiled and separate jfroni sinners?. Though he
‘were pure as’one of heaven’s own seraphs, he could have no merit
{fo make satisfaction for another. Of the greatest and best.the
Psalmist hath said; none of them can, by any means, redeem his
brother, nor give to God a ransom. L '
Would we then look to the .angelic host for such. a belp in e
time of trouble? Alas! The heavens are not clean ir his sight, and
his angels he charged with folly! They are our fellow-servants and
have no superfluous. merits by which to benefit those who are
lower in the grade of God's creatures. o
Wandering, then, through the infinite realms of .creation,’we.
must at length resort.fo Him whe said, I even I am the Lord ; and
besides me there is no.Saviour. . With Abraham we must say, God
will provide himself with a burni-offering. It was, then, His arm
alone which could work out our salvation—uwith his own right hand
and with his holy arm hath ke gatten for us the victory. But how
was this to be done? Could he become a snitor and Intercessor to
his own offended self? Could he present a sacrifice .or' makea
-satisfaction to his own justice? Could God contract and stipu-
late with God on our behalf? Is mar to have no.cencurrence in
the transaction—no sharein the atongment 2*
. Yes: that man might have kis share in this wonderfu! redemp-
tion—his part in this covenant of salvation, the Eternal «<-Word,”
the « EverlaEtjng Son of the Father,” the second Person in the
Blessed Trinity vouchsafed to undertake our deliverance; -and to
-effect this he voluntarily assumed our nature—joined a full and
perfect humanity to the fulloess of his Godhead—became
man as he was ever very God—and, at length submiited unto d:ZZy
even the death of the cross, to pracure eterngl redemption.. for us.
On 0™ were laid the iniquities of us all ; He suffered for us, the just
Jor the unjust—He wasanade sin _for us who himself.knew no sin,
-that we maght be made the righteousness of God in him. .
Will any, then, say-v—w'iﬁt/ze wise and the disputer of the world
exclaim; Why so complicated a scheme as this to secure the par-
don of a few wretched criminals? Was there no other method of
aecomplishing the purposes of the Almighty to zeclaim those rebel-

. *® The last four or five paragraphs arc almost verbatim from Dr, Egace Bar.
0w, and certainly need no apology for their introduction.
vor. 11, od
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lious sons, to reconcile his love with his anger, than by the sﬁc’ri’-:
fice of his own Incarnate Son—by the sufferings of the just for the
unjust, of the innocent for the guilty ? To this it were enough to’
replv—in deep subserviency to the wisdom of Him who ordereth
all things aright—that His wdys are not as our ways, nor His
tlmuﬁlzts as our thonghts; and to hush the forwardness of objection
by the application to our individual state of this reproof, who art
thou, O man, that repliest against God? Shall the thing that is
Jormed say fo him that _/brmedgit, why’ hast thou made me thus? and,
shall the sinner that is saved, say to him that redeemed him, why
hast thou redeemed me thus? Shall the littléness of human wis-
dom attempt to substitute an expedient more consonant to their
own narrow understandings? Will any, in the wildness of conjec-
ture, vaunt it as a plausible opinion that the pardon of the world
might have been effected by a general act of indemnity, proclaim-
ing forgiveness for the past, and insisting on holiness for the future?
How, in such a methed of redemption, could the justice of heaven
- have been vindicated? What would there be to secure the condi-
tion of future holiness of life by tlie deep impression of some feel-
ing of lively and permanent gratitude, or of some powerful and
awakering sense of God’s wrath? ¢ Without, indeed”—to adopt
the language of an eloquent prelate *—* some awakening call ; some
striking and astonishing, and extraordinary event, (like that of the
crucifixion of Christ) to affect the hearts and alarm the fears of the
ancient Pagans, and to impress them with a strong sense of God’s ex-
tréeme indignation against sin, it was morally impossible that they
could ever have been brought to a serious, effectual and permanent
amendment of heart and life.”

To recapitulate the doctrine of Christ crucified in few words :—
By one man’s disobedience, sin entered into the world and death by sin.
Accumulated transgressions, multiplied offences, increasing pollu-
tion insulted the adorable Majesty, and provoked the Infinite Jus-
tice of the Most High. Love was prompt to pardon, but Right-
ecousness claimed a satisfiction. Here then—if the expression may
be hazarded by mortals—when loving-kindness and justice were at
a struggle in the attributes of Jehovab, Infinite Wisdom conceived
aud Infinite Goodness' execated the plan of man’s redemption, in
such a manner, that ——Mercy and Truth have met together ; Right
eousness and Peace hawve kissed each other ; Truth demanded a vind:-
cation ; for God is not ¢ man that ke should lie, nor the son of man
that he should repent. Mercy willed that this dread doom should be
averted ; and having purchased eternal Redemption for us, Truih
was reconciled. Righteousness insisted that the fearful debt—he
wages of sin—should be paid: a ransom was procured and Right-

* Bp. Porteous.



... Essay on the Catechism. p 203

cousness blended into Peace. Thus by the Incarnation and Cruei-
‘fixion of Christ, was thisineffable conjunction of God’s Attributes
which the rebellion of degraded wan wopld have separated, pre-
served to the Glory of God, and to the salvation of the world.
And now we despising the vain objections of the wise and the dis-
puter of this world, and exclaiming kath not God made foolish the
wisdom of this world—may join in the gnzg‘id tribute of thanks to
God, that he hath given us the victory threugh Jesus Christ our
Lord, aud respond this holy confession and desive, God forbid that
I should GLORY SAVE IN THE CROSS OF CHRIST. - H. H.

——
ESSAY ON THE CATECHISM.

CONTINUED FROM PACE (4.

In the answer to the question following the Creed, in our Ca.
techism, we declare that we chiefly learn three things in these ar-
ticles of our belief—first, to believe in God the Father who hath
made us and all the world-—secondly, in God the Son who hath re«
deemed us and all mankind ; and, thirdly, in God theHoly Ghost who
sanctifieth us and all the elect people of God. These three points
have already been treated of so largely in the Essay on the Creed
that it cannot be necessary to say any thing more on the subject.
We shall therefore proceed to the consideration of the Command-
ments which we have promised to keep and walk in all the days of
our life. That the who‘l’e of these commandments which originally
composed a part of the Mosaic dispensation, are as binding upen
us Christians as they were upon the Jews, is evident from the
words of Christ himself when, speaking of the moral precepts of
the law, hedeclares that * one jot or one tittle shall in no wise
pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.” Accordingly we find both
him and his Apostles quoting these ten commandments as matter
of perpetual obligation to Christians, who are rot, as the Jews
were formerly, ¢ the Israel of God.” Before all these command-
ments is placed a general preface, expressing the authority of Him
who gave them— I am the Lord thy God"—and his goodnessto
those whom he enjoined to observe them “ who brought thee out
of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.”—The au-
thority of God over us Christians is evidently as great as it was
over the Jews. Their deliverance from the Egyptian bondage to
the earthly Canaan was the most significant mark of his goodness
to them. But these were typical of our deliverance from the
bondage of sin, and opened up to us the Heavenly land of pro-
mise—our obligation is therefore stronger than theirs was to
gbserve these moral precepts—The first commandment declares
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“ thou shalt have none other Gads, but me.”—That is that we shall
liave himi only for our God, by paying to him alone all the duties
whichare due to him as an eternal creator, and an Almighty Go-
vernor.—Believing in him, trusting in him, hoping in him, loving
him, obeying him, fearing him.—We shall worship no God with
him or exclusive of him.—This we do by avoiding Polytheism or
the idolatry of the Heathens or any superstitious worship- Bat
‘this is so-much more fully entered into in the 2d commandment,
that without further commentY shall proceed to the consideration
of it—¢ Thou shalt not make to thyself any graven image, nor
the likeness of any thing that is in Heaven above, or in the earth
beneath, or in the water under ‘the earth—thou shall not bow
down to them nor worship them, for I the Lord thy God am a
jealous God, and visit the sins of the fathers upon the children,
unto the third and fourth generation of them that haté me, and
shew mercy unto thousands in them that love me and keep my
commandments.

In this commandment which relates to’ the worship of God,
several sins are forbidden which were practiced by all the Heathen
nations and into which the Jews themselves had frequently fallen.
The appointment of any kind of image for religious worship is
strictly forbidden.—This command is repeated in Leviticus, “ye
shall make no idols nor graven image, neither rear you up any
standing image, neither shall ye set up any image of stone in your
land, to bow down unto it"—and also in Deuteronomy where the -
whole decalogue is repeated. The worshipping of such an image
or any other creature Is also forbidden in this commandment—this
is proved by St. John when he says; ¢ and when I had heard and
seen, I fell down to worship before the feet of the Angel which
shewed me these things—Then he saith unto me, see thou do it
not; for I am thy fellow servant and of thy brethren the
Prophets, and of them which keep the sayings of this book—
worship God.” The neglect of the worship of the true God is also
forbidden—and thus we find St. Paul, when speaking of the causes
which induce God to give men up to follow their own bestial
inclinations, says, among other things, because “ they worshipped
and served the creature more than the Creator who is blessed
forever.” The worshipping of God after a false manner is also
here forbidden— Ye hypocrites (says Christ) well did Esaias
prophecy of you saying this people draweth nigh unto me with
their mouth, and honoreth me with their lips ; but their heart is
far from me~—But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doc-
trines the commandments of men.”—And this is forbidden because
the Lord is a jedtous. God and a severe punisher of idolaters.—
“I amthe Lord, thatis my name, and my glory will I not give to
another neither my praise to' graven Images.”—** And it shall be
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(says Moses to the people of Israel) if thou do at all forget the
Lord thy God, and walk after other Gods and serve ‘them and
worship them, I testify against you, this day, that ye shall surely
perish.” But besides what is forbidden in this commandment
there are particular daties positively enjoined.—1st, That God-only
is to be worshipped. This is confirmed by Chiist when He 8dys
<« It is written, thou shalt worship the Lord thy Ged, and him ‘only
shalt thou serve. 2d, That he is to be worshipped both in body
and spirit— The hour cometh and now is (said onr Saviour to the
Samaritan woman) when the true worshippers shall worship the
Father in spirit and in truth ; for the Father seeketh such to wor-
ship.him—God is a spirit and they that worship Him must wor-
ship him in spirit and in truth.” And 3dly, that to such worship-
pers he hath promised his éspecial mercy.—* Now we know that
God heareth no sinners—but if any man be a worshipper of God
and doeth his will, him he heareth.”

This Commandment appears to have been franied with a view
to the worship of the Egyptians. To any people who had mot
been conversant with the customs of Egypt, it might have been
sufficient to say « thou shalt make no graven image, nor frame
any similitude of things.” But for the sake of the Israelites, the
Commandment is dilated and the nature of the particular objects
pointed out—they were not to make tothemselves “an image or
likeness of any ehing thatisin Heaven above,” alluding-to the sun
and moon; “or that is in the earth beneath” alluding to man or
beast or creeping thing, ¢ or that is in the water under the earth”
alluding to fish or the crocodile—all of which were objects of
adoration to the Egyptians. And how prone the Israelites were to
this symbolical worship and how necessary it was to warn them
against it, may be seen by the threat and the blessings which im-
mediately follow.— For [ the Lord thy God am a jealous God
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third
and fourth generation of them that hate me.” We cannot suppose
that God is jealous for himself, lest he should suffer by the follies
of his people, but jealous for their welfare, and for his Church,
lest our ideas of his nature and atiributes, and consequently of the
duties which we owe to him should become so depraved, and our
minds so darkened with superstitious hopes and fears, that we should
depart from the fidelity we have vowed to him and fall into that
grievous state of degradation which St. Paul describes as the con-
sequences of idolatry—and which always have been its conse-
;luences in all times and places. « I will visit the iniquity of the
athers upon the children.” There is an apparent harshness in
this declaration, with which the minds of the most pious men have
been sometimes sensibly affected.—But it is onlyapparent.—For the
difficulty and objection to these words are removed when we con-
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sider that the denunciation relates to temporal matters, God, who

s the great Lord of the whole world, may surely so punish a man

for his sins that the temporal consequences may reach not only
himself alone, but his posterity also. Even by human laws this 1s
done. In the case of high treason, the father, by forfeiting his
honoirr and estate, brings the evil consequences of his crime upon
his family as well as upon himself—and the power which enacts
the penalty of the law may justly be said to visit the children
with the offence which their father committed. The sin of idolatry,
against which this denunciation was made, was the greatest
national crime that could have been committed.—It was high
treason against the Supreme Majesty of the state during the
Theocracy, or while the Jews continued under the immediate
government of God. The offenders, therefore, and eventhe en-
ticers to idolatry, whether cities or individuals, were, by<the mu-
nicipal law, utterly. destroyed. The meaning of this part of the
Commandment then is this, God had, in general, promised tem-
poral blessings to the Jews to encourage them to obedience to his
general laws, and had denounced present evils agninst them to
prevent their infraction. But to set a particalar mark of his indig-
nation against the sin of\Idolatry, a sin which must, of its own

“nature, 1ovolve the breachlof all his laws, he thought it necessary

to declare that if they offended in this particular he would not only
severely punish them himself—but would deliver them up into the
hands of their enemies who should afflict both them and their
children after them. But if they stedfastly adhered to his wsrship,
ever: though they skould be guilty of many lesser crimes, he would
not cast them off from his favour but would bless both them and
their posterity all their days. Of this their history furnishes us
with abundance of ervidence.— Behald I will rend the kingdom
out of the hand of Solomon, and will give ten tribes to thee;
because they have forsaken me, and have worshipped Ashtoreth
the goddess of the Sidonians, Chemosh the God of the Moabites
and Milcom the God of the children of Ammon and have not
walked in my ways."—Again ¢ thus saith the Lord—Behold I will
bring evil upon this place and upon the inhabitants thereof, be-
cause they have forsaken me and have burnt incense unto other
Gods.” When Manasseh had ¢built up again the high places
which Hezekiah his father had destroyed and reared up altars for
Baal and made a grove,” we find this to be the reason why they
were afterwards punished by the visit of Nebuchadnezzar and the
consequent rebellion of Jehoiakim, ¢ surely at the commandment
of the Lord came this upon Judah, to remove them out of his
sight for the sins of Manasseh and according to all that he did.”
And the cause of the Jewish captivity is thus expressed in the
lamentations of Jeremiah.—Qur fathers have sinned and are

4
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{iot; and we have borne their iniguities.”—Such was the nature of
the threat contained in the denunciation agaizst the sin of idel-
atry, But God also promised that blessings should follow their
obedience, « I will shew mercy unto thousands of them that love
me and keep my commandments.” The haters of God, or the
disobedient were threatened with témporal calamiries, extending
to the third or fourth generation of their children, but * the lovers
of God” or the obedient who should keep these his command-
ments were encouraged by the promise “that God would skew
mercy unto their childiren unto the thousandth generation, or to
the remotest ages.—Thus thé idolatries of the Jewish nation drew
down on their children the Babylonish captivity of seventy years,
including the third and fourth generation of the offenders—while
the righteous posterity of the true Israelites, in the regeneration,
will flourish till the end 6f the world. Thus infinitely does the
goodness of God transcend his severity.—If ye hearken.to his
judgments and keep and do them, if ye will honour and obey him
as your God then, and on no other conditions will «the Lord thy
God keep unto thee the covenant and the mercy which he swore
unto thy fathers.” From this, and indeed from the whole of Seri
ture, it is plain that God deals with us according to a positive rela-
tion contracted bet\w\een us by a’covenant-and agreement—that he
will be our God and Saviour, provided we hearken to his voice
and do his will.- . :
* In application of this subject to our own circumstances though
we have not the contagion of Heathen Idolatrous worship as
the Jews had, and though we may be in no danger of running into
the equally idolatrous worship of images, saints aid martyrs as
practiced by some of our neighbours, yet let us beware of another
species of idolatry, which is the more dangerous, because it is
not quite so apparent. Have we no false gods of our own crea-
tion—Does the great God of the universe occupy the first place
in our thoughts and affections, or do we sometimes rob him of the
worship due to his” holy name and transfer it to the objects of
sense and apnimal gratification? He who makes a God of his plea-
sure renders to this idol the homage of his senses. He who makes
a god of his wealth, renders to thisidol the homage of bis mind.’
Each are equally idolaters, though the latter is the more hopeless
and determined of the two,—The former is goaded on to his idol-
atry by the power of appetite.—But this is a power which soon
palls and sickens its most determined votary;-and it is a power.
which acts only by occasional and unsteady impulses.—But the

4

* The Reader will find many of the following observations in the Sermons of
Dr. Chalmers.
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latter is wilfully and deliberately persevering in his bomage to. his-
idol—he consecrates ‘his very highest powers to its service—he
cmbarks init, not with the heat of passion, but with the coolness
of steady and calculating principle—He gives up all his reason,
his time and the faculties of his understanding as well as the dear-
est desires of his heart to the great object of a fortune in this
world.—He makes the acquisition of wealth the settled aim-—and
he makes the prosecution of that aim the settled habit of his exist-
ence.—He sits the live long day at the post of his ardent and un-
remitting devotions—Baal and Molach were riot more substan-
tially the gods of rebellious Israel, than Mammon is the god of
his affections.—To the fortune he has gathered or is gathering for
himself and his descendants, he ascribes all the power and all the
independence of a Divinity.—With the wealth he has gotten by
his own handsTie feels himself as independeut of God as does the
Pagan who, happy in the fancied protection of an image made
with bis own hand, feels no disturbarce from the thought of the
real but unknown Deity. His confidence is in his treasure, not in
God.—There he places all his safety and all his sufficiency—the
silver and gold, though they have not passed through the hands of
the sculptor or statuary, are doing, in a christian land, what the
images of Paganism once did, they are supplanting the deference
which is due to the God and the Governor of all things—in the secret
homage of trust and satisfaction which he is rendering to his
bills, his deposits and his deeds of property and possession,
he is enduing these various articles with the same moral ascend-
ancy over the beart, as the household gods of the Pagan world
had over the idolaters of antiquity,—he is making them as
effectually to usurp the place of the Divinity and dethrone the
one Monarch of heaven and earth from that pre-eminence of trust
and affection that belongs to him. This is a species of idolatry
which is.the parent of almost all others. We desire and we seek
for the gratifications of this world, its pleasures and its vanities, its
Inxuries and its distinctions.—If they be our chief desire, they
_evidently become in an equal proportion our god. If all our
.thoughts and the capacity of our mind be bent upon their acqui-
sition the worship of God must evidently give place to them.—But
we cannot procure them without money, without a greater portion
of it than is pecessary for the supply of our food and raiment and
those little comforts which give to life a real charm and a real
substantial happiness.—If then our principal desire be to indulge
ourselves in the love of all those things which may be purchased
by money, we must bend our attention in equal proportion towards
the acquisition of wealth—and we pursue this object with an
eagerness which always increases in proportion to our success,
till at length, instead of prosecuting it as an instrument for the
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purchase of ease and enjoyment, we pursue it for its own sake till
it acquires an enduring power over our affections altogetber sepa-
rate from the power of purchase and command which belongs to
it. Thus ffom being sought after as the minister of gratification
to the appétites of nature, it at length brings nature into bondage
~—robs her of all her pure and simple delights and pours the infu-
sion of bitterness into the currency of all her feelings.—It makes
those sad who ought to be cheerful—and he who ought to rejoice
in his present abundance is filled either with the cares of an ambi-
tion which never will be satisfied, or with the apprebensions of a
distress which, in all his pictured and exaggerated evils will never
be realized.—That which is subordinate becomes primary and that
which is primary becomes subordinate; transferring by a kind of
fascination, the affections away from wealth in use, -to wealth in
idle and unemployed possession ; insomuch that to the proprietor
of an ample fortune, it would be the very height of enjoyment to
be told, with prophetic assurance, that his process of undisturbed
augmentation would go on with his children’s children to the last
age of the world.—But we have the authority of that word which
is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart that it can-
not have two masters, or that there is not room in it for two great
and ascendant affections—The engrossing power of one such
affection is expressly affinned to be the love of Mammon—i. e. if
the love of the things of this world engross the heart, the love
of God can have no place there, if we are trusting in uncertain
riches, it is certain we are not trusting in God who giveth us all
things richly to enjoy. If our heart be set upon covetousness it is
evidently set upon idolatry. The true Divinity is removed from its
place, and what is worse than Atheism, which would only leave it
empty, the love of wealth has raised up another divinity upon its
throne.—Thus does covetousness offer a more daring and positive
aggression on the Sovereignty of God than even infidelity itself.—
The one only desolates the sanctuary of Heaven, the. other rears
up an abomination ip the midst of it—The one only seeks to strip
God of the love and confidence of his creatures, but the other
transfers them to another—Well then may we say in the language
of Job, #If I have made gold my hope, or have said to the fine
gold thou art my confidence——if I rejoiced because wy wealth was
great, and because mine hand had gotten much—if I beheld the
sun when it shined, or the moon walking in brightness—and =
heart hath been secretly enticed, or my mouth hath kissed my
hand, this also were an iniguity to be punished by the Judge——for
I should have denied the God that is above.”

It was observed by our Saviour to his Disciples when the young
man who had great possessions ¢ went away sorrowful” at the
thoughts of parting with them— how hardly shall a rick man

YOL. II. xe
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enter into the Kingdom of Heaven."—Although we are always to
bear in mind, that by enteringinto the kingdom of heaven, is here
meant becoming a Christian, which they who had great possessions
were unwilling to do in our Savieur's time on account of the losses
they might sustain by persecution.—And although the everlasting
kingdom of glory hereafter is open to all true disciples of Christ
whether rich or poor—yet we must bear in mind that to all rich
men in general, and to all especially who make the acquisition of
wealth their principal study, the words of our Saviour must be
considered as holding out this most important admorition, that
their situation is one of great difficulty and danger—that their
riches furnish them with so many temptations to worship all the
idols to which we are forbidden to pay homage, such as pride,
pleasure, forgetfulness of God, and contempt of any thing sacred,
that they have peculiar need to keep their hearts with all diligence
and to beware lest they come into condemnation.

——
REVIEW OF AN ESSAY ON EDUCATION IN THE CANADIAN
! MISCELLANY.

On the state and prospects of education in the Canadas, No. 2, vol. 1.

Our Brethren of the Kirk are displaying much uneasiness at the
rapid progress of the Established Church in this Colony, and at
her laudable efforts to establish Seminaries for general education on
the principles, as far as they are applicable to this Country, of her
own exalted seats of learning in England.—It is quite natural and
worthy of all praise that those in whose hands are placed the inte-
rests of thé Church of England should labour, by all honourable
means, to render her worthy, by her fruits, of the Establish-
ment which has been secured to her in this Colony.—~It is per-
haps equally natural, but we must he allowed to call in question
how far it 1s equally praise-worthy, in the members of another
Church, which lays claim to as early a footing and has always
boasted of a greater number of adherents in the Country, to
view her progress with a spirit which we shall not name, but which
has induced thegn to cast in her way all possible impedinfents to
the extension o%hat light and knowledge which they themselves
have more than*once avowed they have not the same power to
diffuse.—That spirit has, for some time past, exhibited itself in a
bold attempt to share the honours of her establishment, and with
them the profits of her endowment.—Restlessness has ever been a
characteristic of a certain description of spirit; and that cbarac-
teristic has not failed to display itself in the present instance.—
The ambitious attempt to share the honours and the property of
the Church of England is followed up by a desperate throw at her
plans for the diffusion and extension of general learning and
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science, This new mode of attack has assumed an official shap
ir an essay whose title stands at the head of this article, and which
is published in a work avowedly conducted by Ministers of the
Kirk in this city.—The title of the.essay led us to expect a lumi-
nous view of the present ¢ stave” of “education in this country,
setting forth what has been done on this interesting subject, and en-
lightening us with some valuable plans affecting its future advance-
ment. Bat the author appears rather to have had no other object
in view than tocreate an opportunity of attacking the principles of
an Institution which the zeal and assiduity of the supporters of the
Church of England have succeeded in establishing; and more
especially of venting a little more of that spleen which bhas been,
on former occasions, s0 unsparingly emitted against the individual
to whose exertions the country is chiefly indebted for the advan-
tages of a University.—That this individual should come in for the
largest share of the jealousy and consequent censure of those who
have set themselves in array against the further progress of the_
doctrines and discipline of the established Church does not sur-
prize us.—His unwearied zeal and eminently successful exertions
In the cause of his Church and of general education give him a
pre-eminent claim to theirabuse. But what are we to think of
those who, with the earnest desire in their mouths of furthering
the cause of Christianity and general knowledge in a country so
sadly destitute of both as this is, are putting forth their utmost
strength to paralyze the efforts of a Church which has the power
of conferring these inestimable blessings,—of a Church which has
been pronounced, by the learned and pious leaders of different
sects, to be the bulwark of Protestantism,—of a Church whose -
academical institutions have nurtured and put forth that host of
pious and learned men who have kept open to the world the paths
of science, true philosophy, and pure and undeﬁle}/ religion?
Alas! it is difficult to find an adequate cause for conduét so extra-
ordinary. Can it be possible that they have any thing to fear from
the impulse of learning and religion under the auspices of the
Church of England >—do they seriously think that the minds of
the people will be perverted to the ways of darkness rather than
of light, under her influence? The glories of her path in all
quarters of the world, and the determined hostility of the friends
of superstition and ignorance are alone sufficient to place her above
the reach of such unworthy suspicions of her purity. But if the
Ministers of the Kirk, in this Colony, bave no such fears,—if they
seriously believe that the Church of England inculcates the pure
doctrines of Christianity, whence, we ask, arises their determined
opposition to her progress? Does a feeling of retaliation for op-
position, on her part, to the_extension of the Kirk in this country,
furnish the motive fo; such hostility ? It cannot be—The rulers
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of the Church of England, in this Colony, have ever sought to in-

crease-rather than to diminish their sphere of usefulness. ¥ Let

us pro;% then to the examination of the essay before us—in the

coursecof-which the true springs and motives of this opposition
" may perhaps develope themselves. .

We shall not stop to dispute, with the author of this Essay, t}lc
pre-eminence which he has given to Scottish learning and morality
—but we shall beg, in passing, to be allowed to express our won-
der how his eulogium on the Scottish Universities and the remarks
of Dr. Chalmers on the same subject, got into the same number of

the Miscellany. The letter of Dr. Sanford is perhaps intended to neu-
tralize the observations of the Professor of Moral Philosopby at St.
Andrews. But in our humble opinion it givesthem ample confirma-
tion. Dr. Chalmers urges a remedy for the deficiency of the Sckolas®:
tic course in the Scottish Universities. Dr. Sanford quarrels with the
justness of his observations as applied to all the Universities—and
insists that kis College {(and he is particular in confining his ob-
servations to his own College) in the University of Glasgow forms
an honorable exception, and shews that many of kis Grecians have
carried off the honours of Oxford. But why has it been so in the
particular College which has the benefit of Dr. Sanford’s instruc-
tion,—because Dr. Sanford ¢ was astudent of Christ Church,
Oxford,”

“ An enlightened education (says our author) is the corrector of
errors, and prejudices, the parent of all right opinions, of all sound
principles, the very fountain of truth and virtue.”

We fully agree with himin this short eulogium, but we may differ
about the meaning of the word  enlightened.” Let us see his view
of an ¢ enlightened education.” The eagerness of our author to
quarrel with the principles on which the University of King's Col-
lege is to be established, has induced him, in the essaybefore us, to
omit any very distinct illustration of his views of what may consti-
tute an enlightened education in elementary schools.

We may however be fairly allowed to gather his opinions on this
subject from a pamphlet which emanated, some time since, from
one of the Editors of the Miscellany, if not from the author of the
essay now under consideration. The observations contained in this
pamphlet are, it must be allowed, applied only to a particular
Academical Institution—but since we mustsuppose that Institution
to be conducted on his own best principles, we may fairly deduce,
from that pamphlet, the opinions ofthe author with regard to an
enlightened education in elementary Schoolsin general. In the
pamphlet in question, the author informs us that every thing is
taught in the Academical Institution, except  the one thing

* Vide Arch-Deacon Strachan’s specch, pp. 2'2, 23 and 24.
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needful"—or,in othér words, he tells us of a variety of branches of
education—but alas not one word about religious instruction.
We must therefore conclude that this most important branch of,
education is carefully excluded. He tells us indeed of operating
upon the mind ofthe pupil by  the influence of honour and shame,
of hope and generous ambition,” and governing him * by the
power of reason”—and of cherishing and cultivating « a spirit of
honour and generous pride”—&c. &c. - These then are the princi-
ples on which the minds of the pupils are to be foymed andimould-
cd in the Academical Institution—and if they are good there, they
must also be good all the world over. We readily admit that the
influence of honour and shame, of hope and ambition, and the
power ofreason, may be applied with great effect and much advan-
tage to a mind imbued with those religious principles, which alone
can keep them within their proper linits.,. We would ask what
were the effects produced by these very principles upon the minds of
men in the brightest days of Greece and Rome, when they were
unchastencd and unchecked by the influence of Christianity?
Honour and shame led to acts of the deepest revenge and self-
murder ;—hope and ambition to the foulest deeds of unjustifiable
aggression ;—and the power of reason to those false and fatal con-
clusions which confirmed and gave countenance to the perversion
of the human mind. The same effects precisely are observable, in
the present day, in the conduct of all those whose minds have not
been imbued atan early age with the deep and abiding principles of
Christianity. The same false notion of honour, for example, which
induced a noble Roman to plunge his dagger into the bosom of
his own daughter, will instigate irreligious men of the present day
to shoot the person who speaks ill of a friend, though they can com-
placently listen to his blasphemies against God. * If we are desi-
rous of teaching our children the true value of honour and shame,
and of hope and ambition, we mustteach them to hold these prin-
ciples under the dominion of reason,—and we must teach them
that all right reason must be chastened and held in subjection by
the Revelations of Ged. Were this not necessary, Revelation it-
self had been unnecessary, and man would have been left, by that
All-wise-Being who does nothing in vain, to the direction of
reason alone as a full and sufficient guide. Let us not betold that
the religious instraction of children is more properly the province
of Parents and Pastors than of Schools for general education—for
evenon the supposition that all Parents and Pastors strictly per-
form this duty, it must be admitted that too much attention can-
not be paid to a subject of such vast importance. Butalas! how

* For a farther illustration of this subject, see the first article of the present
No. of the Christian Seatinel.
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* many parents either imperfectly attend to, or totally neglect the
religious instruction of their children !—And, with regard 1o the
Pastors of the Church, Schools, especially those over which they
can exercise some controul, are the very places where they can
best and most effectually enforce this duty. { If we look into the
constitutizn of those Charity Schools which the guardians of the
Church of Christ on earth are so anxiously seeking to spread over
the world for the education of the poor, we shall find that reli-
gious instruction forms a prominent part of the system. Even those
who once imbibed the fanciful notion of the founder of the Lancas-
terian system, of excluding all religion from Charity Schools, have
found it necessary'tQ abandon so absurd a plan—and do not naw
scruple to propagate frxdogmas in the shape of selections from
the Bible—If it be thought necessary, in Schools established by
the wisdom and benevolence of the good and great of the iand for
the education of the lower orders of society, to incorporate that
sort of instruction which constitutes the main branch of such an
« enlightened education” as will prove ** the corrector of error and
prejudices, the parent of all right opinions, of all sound principles,
the very fountain of truth and virtue,” upon what principle shall
we deny it to those to whom the humbler classes look up for pre-
cept and example, and to whom consequently it is most important
that such great and valuable advantages should be conveyed ?

‘We shall not further pursue this part of tbe subject—but pro-
ceed to examine the opinions of our author, as expressed in his essay,
with regard to Collegiate Institutions. The same eagerness which
we have already noticed, coupled with an uncontroulable itching
to heap censure on the head of an individual, has induced him so
to mix up his strictures on a particular Institution and on a parti-
cular man with his general observations, that it is difficult to select
any one passage from which the exact nature of his opinions, on
the particular subject of incorporating religious instruction with a
Collegiate education, may be gathered. We must therefore be
content to select some detached portions illustrative of this point.

« Religion, say they, (i. e. the Patrons of the University) and
we most cordially assent to the proposition, ought to form a main
object in the education of youth. * * * <
From the proposition that Religion ought to formm a prominent part
of education, it can never be deduced on any principles of legiti-
mate reasoning, that the whole management and controul of it
should be vested in the hands of the Clergy of a particular Church.
But this, so far as we are able 1o discover, is the purport and

_amount of Dr. Strachan’s reasening in faver of the exclusive cha-
racter of the University, for the erection of which, he has lately
obtained a charter from His Majesty.”—p. 36. C. M. No. 2, vol. 1
¢ We readily admit that the Professor should aot be a Deist, much
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less an Atheist; we think he ought to be a Christian in the strictest
sense of the word, one heartily attached toreligion, and in_earnest
to patronize and promote its faith and influence ameng hi®pupils,
so far as it may, without any violence, or any departure from his
appropriate functions, be in his power to do so. But while we
admit all this, wedo think it would be altogether from the purpose
of his office and the nature of his duties, to become ex-cathedra,
.the advocate of any particular set of doctrines or form of worship,
or to endeavour directly or indirectly, to make impressions on the
minds of his pupils i favour of any Church, or in any manner or
degree to set himself” to prepossess the minds of the youth under
his charge, for or against any system of religious faith, ina College
which was professedly.open to pupils of all denominations.”—p. 37.

These extracts, we believe, contain the sum and substance of our
author's opinions on the subject of incorporating Religious instruc-
tion with a Collegiate education; and we must admit that they
contain some general observations differing widely from the doc-
trine which we have already deduced from a Pamphlet printed,
some monats ago, under the same auspices. But so trifling a dis-
crepancy does not surprise us where there is so much at variance
with all'sound principle. Let that therefore pass. From the above
extracts we gather the three following propositions.

-1st. Religious instruction ought to form a main object in the
education of youth. .

2d. The management and controul of the Religious education
of youth, should not be vested in the hands of the Clergy of any
particular Church. . )

8d. The Chairs of Universities should be open only to those
who are Christians, and in earnest to propagate the faith and in-
fluence of religion among their pupils;—but they must scrupulously
avoid making tmpressions on their minds for or against any Church.

To the first of these propositions, we yield our most cordial
assent—but the other two are so novel and extraordinary, that we
scarcely know how we are seriously to apply ourselves to their
refutation. But we shall endeavour to be serious.

Does the author of the essay mean o assert that a Clergyman
can be found who is decidedly attached to no <form: of sound
words,” or to the doctrines of no particular Church? Or does he
mean to assert that a Clergyman may be found who, while hebelieves
the doctrines of one sect, will not scruple to preach those of another;
that he may, for example, have embraced the opinions of Socinus, and
yet be so far infected with the spirit of modern liberalism as to preach
the doctrines and eat the bread of the Kirk of Scotland? Or dees
he mean to assert that a Professor can be found who is ¢ heartily
attached to religion, and in earnest to patronize and promote ijts
faith and influence among his pupils,” but who is a member of no
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particular Church, or who is not the “ advocate of any particular
set of doctrines or form of worship?” Or does he mean to assert
that if this be impossible, he may nevertheless conscientiously dis-
charge that part of his duty which calls upon him * to promote the
faith, and influence of Christianity among his pupils,” without set-
ting himself, ““in any manner or degree, to prepossess the minds of
the youth under his charge foror against any system of religious
faith?”  We trust, for the honor of human nature, and for the pros-
perity of the Church of Christ, that no such persons can be found—
and yet without such persons, according to our author, the Reli-
gious education of our youth cannot be vested in proper hands, nor
can the Chairs of Universities be adequately filled!!! « I know thy
works (said our Saviour of the Church of Laodicea) that thou art
neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So then
because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue
thee out of my mouth.” ,

Let us try these propositions, by the test of. a plain syllogism.
To the first we have already said we give our cordial assent.

2d. Prop. The management and controul of the religious edu-
cation of youth should not be vested in the hands of the Clergy of
any particular Church.

Every Clergyman is, and must be, a member of some particular
Church.

Tkerefore no Clergyman ought to have the management and
controul of the religious education of youth.

3d. Prop. The Chairs of Universities should be open only to
to those who are Christians, and in earnest to promote the faith and
influenceof relgion amorig their pupils—but they must scrupulously
avoid making impressions on their minds, for or against any Church.

Every Christian must be a member of some Church——and must
consequently have imbibed an attachment to certain religious dve-
trines and discipline, which has grown with his growth, and being
in earnest to promote the faith and influence of his religion, he
cannot avoid making impressions on the minds of those whom he
is appointed to teach, in favour of his own Church, and against
others.

Therefore every Christian is disqualified from filling any Chair of
a University.

So much for his opinions; but what of his motives and object?
These are evidently to thwart the views of the Established Church
in her plans of education—and it is lamentable to see the false prin-
ciples and bitter feeling which have been resorted to—but in an
unholy cause false and unholy soldiers must be enlisted—if men
are determined to wage war, at any hazard, they are not over-scru-
pulo]us about the justice of their cause, or the instruments they
employ.
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We cannot conclude this article without expressing our surprise
that men of so much respectability as the conductors of the Ca-
nadian Miscellany should have allowed a . paper so replete with

«false argument, bitter feeling and visionary speculation to appear
inits pages. The Church of England has obtained a Chirter for
a University in our Sister Province, the want of which -has been
Jong and severely felt.—That Charter is on the most liberal prin~
ciples possible, opening the doors.of the University to the un-
shackled admission of persons of all ¢reeds, and admitting them to
share in the Academical honours which it may confer, save only
the Divinity degrees,—but very properly ard necessarily excluding
from its council and its Chairs that heterogeneous mixture* recom-
mended by the author of the essay, and by some other visiona-
ries who know not what spirit they are of—a mixture, which must
involve the compromise of religious principle,—and which must
end in nothing less than the confusion of Babel.—We appeal con-
fidently to the Constitutions of all well regulated Univeraities, and
even to those of Scotland, notwithstanding the vain endeavours of
certain persons in this Couatry to misrepresent and degrade them,
in justification of our observations~—Those ancientand justly emi-
nent seats of learning are very properly placed so far under the
controul of the different Presbyteries within whose bounds they
are situated, that the Graduates and especially the Professors may
at any time be called upon to sign that confession of faith on which
the constitution of the Kirk of Scotland is founded. Those Uni-
versities are therefore strictly Presbyterian, and the religious in-
struction there given is in strict -accordance with the doctrines
and discipline of the Kirk of Scotland.t Why then this cry of

—

%For the accuracy of this statement, we refer our readers to the following
extracts from the Charter of King's College York, U. C. )

¢t And we do hereby declare, ordain, and grant, that there shall be within
our said College or Corporation a Council, to be called and kpown by the name
of ¢ the College Council:” and we do will 'and ordain that the said Council
shall ist of the Chancellor and President for thetime being, and of seven of
the Professors in arts and faculties of our said College ; and that such seven
Professors shall be members of the Established United Church of England and
Ireland ; and shall, previously to their admission into the said College Council,
severally sign and subscribe the thirty-vine articles of religion as dgclared and
set forth in the Book of Common Prayer.”¢ % & ¥ # ¢¢ And we/ do further
will, ordain, and appoint, that 70 seligious lest or qualification shall be re-
quired of, or appointed for any persons admitted or malriculated as Scholars
within our said College, or of persons admitted to any degree in any art or
Jaculty therein, save only, that all persons admitted within oursaid College to
any degree in Divinity, shall make such and the same declarations and sub-
scriptions, and take such and the same oaths, as are required of persons admit-
ted to any degree of Divinity in our University of Oxford.

{ The same acts of Parliament which settled Presbyterian Church Govern-
meat in Scotland, ordain, *¢that no persan be admitted or continued hereafter

VOL. IIL rf
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illiberality against a University which is as liberal as any other ?
If the Ministers of the Kirk are jealous of the good works of the
Established Church, why do they not emulate-ier in the only legiti-
mate way which lies open to them? Why do they not, in the spirit
of Christian strife, adopt the like means of promoting the king-
dom of our common Master, where there is so much room for the
Iabours of all men? Why do they nat, in a word, establish a Uni-
versity of their own, where they may engraft upon the youth of
this country their own principles without the fear of that conta-
gion of which they affect so loudly to complain >——We pledge our-
‘selves that the Ministers of the Church of' England, so far from
opposing their progress, will pray that we * may all work together
for good.”—In the mean time we humbly pray for the blessing of
God on the pious endeavours of all those who ure engaged in la-
bouring that his “avill may be done on earth as it is in heaven,” not
Jorbidding those who do not jfollow us, but beseeching our Heavenly
Father to « forgive our enemies, persecutors and slanderers, and
to turn their hearts.”

—_———

AN ADDRESS FROM THE INHABITANTS OF CHAMBLY, TO THE
REVEREND EDWARD PARKIN.

To the Reverend Edward Parkin, Rector of Chambly.
ReveErexp axp DEARr Sir,

WEe your Parishioners are convinced you will agree with us in
expressing our conviction, that the only genuine satisfaction felt
by mortals in this world, arises from a conscience kept void of
offence towards God, and towards men. That you by a faithful
discharge of your parochial duties, during a ministery of nearly
nine years, have secured to yourself that approbation, we can
readily believe, and that you have thereby won the affectionate
regard of your Parishioners, we mean to evince to you, by the pre-
sent Address; and we beg that the sincerity of our professions
may plead our apology for an otherwise seeming intrusion.

We cannot, Reverend Sir, in justice to our feelings, and out of
a due regard to your valuable labours, allow you to depart from
us without conveying the high sentiments of veneration, and gra-
titude, felt towards you,°for the steady, zealous, and pious exer-

to be a Alinister or Preacher within this Church, ubicss that he subscribe the
Confessica of Feith, declaring the same to be the Confession of his Faith.”—By
theact of Union in 1707, the same is required of all ¢¢ Professors, Priveipals,
Regeats, masters and othors bearing cffice in any of the four Universitics in
Scotiand.  Adum"s Religious FVortd Lisplayed, p. 7, vol. 3.
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tions, unceasingly manifested by you, for our eternal welfare; as
well as for the disinterestcd and friendly intercourse you have con-
stantly kept up with us, during your residence at this place.

With fearless intrepidity you have explained to us the Gospel
truths, its threats, and promises, the blessings and necessities of
religion, and you have well enforced these admonitions, by the con-
sistency of your own practice. You have indeed been « a lantern
to our feet, and a light to our path.,” The sinccre and deep regret
we feel at heing separated from you, is however in some measure
alleviated by the liope that yéur active exertions and exemplary
conduct on the extended field to which you have been appointed,
may through the Divine Grace be productive of a harvest, equal
to your warmest wishes. . .

Fare-you-well—is the earnest wish and ardent prayer of every
one amongst us, and may the blessing of Almighty God rest

, upon you and your's both in time and eternity.

Chambly, 9th July, 1528,
Signed by 94.

- ——
ANSWER.

/ CuaMmsry, 12th July, 1828.
My CHRISTIAN BRETHREN AND DEAR-PARISHIONERS,

I receive with great satisfaction your very kind valedictory
Address. Without being a < man-pleaser” (in the exceptionable
meaning of theterm) I trust it has been my uniform endeavour,
during my ministry amongst you, to “ study to please my neigh-
bour for his good unto editication;” and it is, 1can assure you, no
small consolationto me, in leaving a people endeared to me by a
Pastoral connexion of so many years’ standing, to find that m
conduct has inet your approbation. It is, however, a still higher
source of satisfaction to me, to be enabled to look back upon the
scene of my past lJabours with the humble hope that 1 have not
altogether- “laboured in vain, neither spent my strength for
nought.” Would Gop that I had been more faithful, more zeal-
ous, more diligent—in the discharge of my duties, and that you
had profited more by my ministry! To the blessing and protec-
tion of “the great Shepherd and Bishop of souls” I now com-
mend you, confidently trusting that you will find iz my worthy
successor every thing you can desire in the office he is shortly to
assume amongst you. May Almighty God bless both you and
him, and make vou mutually a blessing to each other I—So prays

Your affectionate friend and late Pastor,
’ EDWARD PARKIN.
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REVIEW OF A NARRATIVE OF A JOURNEY THROUGH THE UPPER
PROVINCES OF INDIA, FROM CALCUTTA TO BOMBAY, 1624—5

~ (WITH XOTES UPON CEYLON,) AN ACCOUNT OF A JOURNEY
TO MADRAS iND THE SOUTHERN PROVINCES, 1826, axp
LETTERS WRITTEN IN INDIA. BY THE LATE RIGHT REV.
BEGINALD HEBER, D. D. LORD BISHOP OF CALCUTTA, LON-
DON, MURRAY, 1828. 2 wvols. 4to. pp- 631 and 515
£4 14s. 6d.

_From the Christian Remembrancer for May 1828.

THERE are few circumstances in the history of our National Church
which constitute a more striking and impressive comment upon
“the text, « The ways of God are notas our ways, nor his thouglrns
as our thoughts,” than the early—we must not say the premature
—removal of the two highly gifted and eminently distinguished
individuals, who presided in succession over the Ecclesiastical
Establishment of India. Scarcely had the poignancy of our re-
gret for the loss of Bishop Middleton been meilowed down into a
grateful remembrancze of his exalted worth ; scarcely bad the in-
telligence of Bishop Heber's arduous and successful exertions in
the great cause, to which he was devoted, realized the anticipa-
tions, which were formed by those who'could best appreciate his
zeal and ability to carry forward the plans of his revered prede-
cessor, when we were overpowcred swith the afflicting informa-
tion, that another “prince and grear man had fallen in our Israel,”
and that to the widowed Indian Church might again be applied the
lament which was uttered over Zion, ¢ How doth the city sit
solitary ! how is shie become a widow! She weepeth sore in the
night, and ber tears are on lier cheeks.” Yet neither did these
excellent men live, nor have they died, in vain. The good seed
which they have scattered throughout ‘that hitherto uncultivated
wilderness, is not, cannot be lost; even now is it springing up,
an. will, wetrust, one day produce an abundant harvest. -The
Indian Church, regulated by the wisdom of a Middleton, and
cemented by the piety of a Heber, will, we would fondly hope,
henceforth expand and increase on every side, thus constituting
the most dignified and durable monument to the memory of both.
Contemplating the beautiful and interesting volumes now before
us—the last legacy of Bishop Heber to the nation which he ho-
noured, and to the church which he loved—the principal difficulty
which presents itself consists in condensing within the limited
compass which our work affords, any thing like an analysis of the
journal itself, in its reference to the present state and prospects of
the English Church in India. To afford at the same time an ade-
quate ideaof its deep and varied interest—as the production of an
accomplished scholar, an experienced traveller, a cogent reasoner,
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and a penetrating observer, would be altogether impossible. There
are, however, qualities infinitely more valuable, and therefore
more interesting, than mere intellectual power, however expanded,
and mere attainment, however extensive and diversified. The
feeling of admiration for the talents of Bishop Heber, which the
perusal of this work is calculated to excite, will be accompanied
with the conviction, that these are among the least of his excel-
lencies ; theymﬂ,\so to speak, be lost sight of.in that unaffected
and ingenuous simplﬁ —that overflowing kindliness of heart—
that perfect and polish:&:yourtesy—that delicate consideration for
the feclings, and sympathy in the afflictions of others—that invo-
luntary recurrence to the dear objects whom he was compelled to
leave behind—that noble and devoted postponewent of every per-
sonal feeling and consideration to the performance of his import-
ant duty—which are conspicuous throughout his whole career.
We forget the scholar and the poet in the friend, the father, the
husband, and, above all, in the minister of Christ; we delight in
the reflection, that there ‘are such men; we feel a peculiar grati-
fication in considering that such a man was our own.

After the very cupious biographical sketch of Bishop Heber, and
the numerous and emphatic testimonies from the highest authorities
in each presidency of our Indian empire, not only to his dis-
tinguished talents, but to his peculiarly attractive and endearing
qualities, and, above all, to his enlightened zeal and unaffected
piety, which were contained in our number for November, 1826,
it js’superfluous to do more than recur to the information there

*afforded. We shall therefore enter at once upon the work before
us, and trace the progress of the Bishop from the hour when he
left his native shores, and, in leaving them, may be said to have
immediately commenced his Episcopal functions, to that moment
when his career was suddenly arrested by the hand of Death, and
India lost one of her most liberal and enlightened benefactors, the
Church of England one of its brightest ornaments, and they swho
personally knew and were intimately connected with this excellent
man—who shall pretend to estimate zheir loss? Ineachand every
relation, personal or social, public or private, the chasm which
has been made by the removal of such a man, will be long ere it
will be filled up.

Having concluded his ministerial labours in this country By~
a sermon preached at St. Paul’s at the yearly meeting of the Cha-
rity Schools, which remains as a model of chaste eloquence and
enlightened piety—and having taken a solemn farewell of the So-
ciety for Promoting Christian Knowledge on ae occasion, when
we are at a loss whether most to admire the eloquent valedictory
address of the Lord Bishop of Lincoln, or the affecting answer of
the newly consecrated Prelate of the East, the Bishop quitted bis
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native shores—never again to revisit thém—on the 16th of June,
1823. The day after his embarkation, he had proposed to read
evening prayers regularly—a proposal which was readily acceded
to—and on the 2rsuing Sunday he performed the sacred services
to the whole ship’s crew, “an attentive and orderly congregation
of about 140 persops;” a praciice which he continued throughout
the voyage without a single intermission, and which we trust was
as productive of benefit as it is worthy of imitation. On the 2d of
July, avessel bound for London met them—and here we cannot
forbear to quote the first passage which occurs—and there*are
many such throughout the volume—expressing. nith all the open-
ness of candour, and all the energy of truth, the grand actuating
motive which induced the Bishop 1o sacrifice comfort, friends, and
country. It was for the GOSPEL’S sakE.

My wife’s eyes swam with t-ars as the vessel past us, and there were one or
two of the young men who looked wichfully after her,  For my own part I sm
but too weli convinced, that all my srmness would go if I ullewed myself to
look back even for a moment.  Yet, as 1 did not leave home und its blessings
without counting the cost, I do not, and I trust in God f shali nut, regret the
chaoice I have mnde.  But, knowing how much othens have given up for my
szke, should mahe me both more studious to make the loss less to them, and
also,dand above all, so todischarge my duty as that they mzy never think  that
those szcrifices have been made iz vain ! —P. yxi.

The manner in which the Bishop occupied the leisure which
this long voyage afforded him, in addition to the pastoral duties
of this floating parish, is incidentally and always interestingly
mentioned. * I began to-day translating St. John's Gospel into
Hindoostanee. 1 have this morning finislied the following trans-
lation of one of the Poems in Gilchrist’s Hindoostanee Guide.”
But the scene which took place on board on the 10th of August,
with the Bishop's reflections upon it—a scene, it is to be appre-
hended, too rarely witnessed in such a situation—can only be
gi n with justice in his own words. Nor can we resist the plea-
sure of subjoining, in a brief extract, one of those sweet touches
of nature, which exhibits, in the most attractive light, the sensi-
bility of the parent, when elevated and sanctified by the piety of
the Christian.

]

August 10.—Last night I again slept on the floor, and passed it still more
uncomfortably than on former occasions; inmsomuch that ] aimost determined
rather to run the risk of blows and bruises aloft, than to encourter the discom.-
forts of thenew method. This morning, however, the wind again became
moderate, and I finished and preached my senron, and afterwards administered
the sacrament to about twenty.-six or twenty-seven persons, including all the
ladies on board, the captain, and the greater part of the under officers and male
Ppassengens ; but, slas, only three scamen. This last result disappointed me,
since I had hoped, from their attention to oy sermons, and the general decency



¢

Review of Bishop Heber's Journal. 2%

of their conduct and appearance, that more would bave attended. Yet, when
I cousider how great difficulty I hate always found in bringing men of the same
age and rank to the sacrament at Hodnet, perbaps I have no reason to be sur-
prised.  On taiking with onc of the under officers in the evening, he told me
that more wou!ld havestaid, if they had not feit shy, and been afraid of exciting
the ridicule of their companioas. The same feeling, 1fipd, kept one, at least,
and perhaps more, of the young cadets and writers agvay, though of these there
were only two or three absentees, the large majority joining in the ceremony
with a scriousness which greatly pieased and impressed me. And the sume may
be said of all the midshipmen whp, were old enough to receive it.  One of the
young cadets expressed his 1egret” to me that he had not been confirmed, but
hoped that I should give him an opportunity soon after our .arrival at Calcutta.
On the whole, the result of the experiment (for suchit was considered ) has been
most satisfactory ; and I ougzht to be, and { hope am, very grateful for the atten-
tion which [ receive, and the opportunities of doiug good, which seem to be
held out to me.—P. xxzi. .

August 11.—We had a good night, and a smooth though rapid progress. I
had the happiness of hearing, for the first time, my dear little Emily repeat 2
part of the Loid’s Prayer, which her mother has been,. for some days past, en-
gaged in teaching her. May He who, 3¢ from the mouth of babes and suck-
Jings** can bring forth his praise, inspire that heart with every thing pure and
holy, and grant her grace betimes, both to understand and love his namc'!—
P. xxxiii.

On the 3d of October, after a rapid.and favourable, though
oceasionally boisterous voyage, the vessel anchored in Saugor
Roads; and on the 6th, the Bishop and his family embarked.ﬁ%n
the Government yacht for Calcutta, where they arrived upon the
10th. Having met a considerable number of his clergy, the
Bishop was installed the next day at the Cathedral, which he
describes ““as a composition full of architeetural blunders, but in
other respects handsome.” Immediately after this ceremony, the
Bishop entered on his ministerial duties.

Oct. 12.—This was Sunday ; [ preached, and we had a good congregation.
Nov. 2d was Sacrament Sunday at the Cathedral, ard there were a considerable
ber of jcants.

R N
Nov. 4th, the Bishop went to consecrate achurch at Dum-dum,
and on the 12th of the same month consecrated St. James's at
Calcuatta, an account of which former ceremony will doubtless be
interesting to our readers. Neither can we withhold from them
the description of the Free Schools in Calcutta, on which we shall
only remark, that we envy not the feclings of the man who can
read it and continue insensible to the advantages which have
already been derived from the erection of an Ecclesiastical Esta-
blishment in India~——much more to the prospect and promise of
those which may hereafter arise.

We bere met a large party at breakiast, and afterwards proceeded to the
Chureh, which is a very pretty buiiding, divided into jaisles by two rows of
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Doric pillars, and capuable of containing a numervus congregution, It was now
filled by a large and very attentive audicnce, composed of the Europcan regi-
ment, the officers und their families, and some visitors from Calcuttz, whom the
novelty of the occasion brought thither. The cousecration of the cemetery fol-
lowed, wiscly here, as in all British Jodia, plactd at some distance from the
Church and the viliege.—Pp 35, 36.

About ths time 1 attended the first meeting of the Governors of the Free
School, which bau occurred since my arrival. I, on this occasion, saw the
whole estavlishment ; itis a very nobie institution, consisting of a school where
227 boys and girlsure lodged, boaided, and clothed, and some reccived as day-
schoiars. They are ali instructed in ¥hglish, reading, writing, cyphering, and
their religious faith and dutics, for which purposc the difierent catechisms and
other zompendia, furnished by the Society for Promoting Christian Kuowledge,
are empioyed.  Some few of the day-scholars are Armenian Christians, whose
parents objeet to these formulae ; and therc are one or two Hindoos, who are
allowed (o attend, and who also stand on one side when the Catechism is re-
peated, though they say the Lord’s Prayer, and read the Seriptures without
scruple. The children of Roman Catholics, of whom there are also several,
apparently make nv such difficultivs, and cven attend Church with the rest of
the scholars. They are, in fact, so ignorant and neglected, that many of them
have scarcely any idea of Christianity but what they acquirc here, The Girs®
school is a separute building, of somewhat less extent than the Boys’ ; both are
surrounded by good compounds,: and built on the highest spot on this flat dis-
trict.—Pp. 35, 39.

Surely the miserable sophistry which has been so often employed
in regard to the imaginary danger of propagating the Gospel in
India, will be shamed into silence—if the effrontery of those who
employ it is susceptible of shame—by the explicit and encou-
raging statement of the Bishop at page 44.

It was very pretty to see the little swarthy children come forward to repeat
their Jessons, and <hew their work to Lady Ainherst ; veils thrown carelessly
round their haif-naked fizures, their black bair plaited, their foreheads specked
with white or red paint, and their heads, necks, wrists, and ankies loaded with
ail the iittle finery they could beg or borrow for the occasion. Their parents
make nv objection to their learning the Catechism, or being taught to read the
Bible, preiided nothing is done which can make them lose caste:  And many of
the “rahmins themselves, cither finding the current of popular opinion teo
strongly iu favor of the measures punued for them to struggle with, or really
influenced by the beauty of the lessons taught in Scripture, and the advantage
o7 giving useful knowicdge, and something like a moral sense to the lower ranks
of tleir countrymen and countrywomen, appear to approve of Mrs, Wilson'’s
plan, and attead the examination of her scholars. There is not even a seni-
biance of opposition to the efforts which we are pow making to enlighten the
Ilindvos : this I had some days ago an excellent opportunity of observing, in
going round the schools supported by the Society for Promoting Christian Xnow-
tedge, with Mr. Hawtayne, and sceing with how much apparent cordiulity he
was received, not only by the children themselves and the schoolmasters, though
ail Hindoos and Mussulmans, but by the parents and the neighbouring house-
holders of whatever religion.

But we must not permit ourselves to linger too Jong at Calcutta,
or we shall be precluded from accompanying the Bishop through-
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- . . A
out his arduous, and interesting, and, in a ‘great ' degree, novel.visi-
tation. From this part of the Journal,’ theréfore;:we:ahall’ onl
quote two extracts ; the former shewing that,:notwithstanding all
that Lias been, said about the low ebb:of;Teligion;in s India, there is
_at least one particular in which Christigna’theresimight’ be advanta-
geously imitated by their brethirén:in Englind-; the latter, strik-
ingly indicative of that libéral spirit’and: truly’ Christian charity;
with which Bishop Heber was emineiitly;endowed. Noman knew
better how to unite a just” estimate of the‘excellence of Christians
of other denominations, with a firm ‘and uncompromising prefer-

ence for his own venerable Church.”

January 1,1§24.--1 this day preached at the Cathedral, it being an old and
good custom in India always to begin the year with the soleran observation of the
day of the Circumcision ; there was a good congregation.—P. "53. ’

. January 15.—Dr. Marshman, the Baptist missiouary from Serampore, dined
with me. Dr.: Carcyis too lame to go out. The talents and learning of these
good men are so weil known in Europc,, that Ineed hardly say that, important as
sre the points on which we differ, I sincerely admireand respect them, and desire

. their acquaintarce.—P. 57.

On the 25th of January, the Bishop, on returning from the Ca-
thedral, « found a fresh reason for thankfulness to God in his wife's
safety, and the birth of another little girl; and on the 2d of Feb-
ruary he held a confirmation at the Cathedral, which was attended -
by 236 persons, a greater number than was expected, and which
we hail as an indication that the Church of England is flourishing in
Calcutta.” * Most of these were half-castes, but there were several
officers, and twenty or thirty soldiers, with three grown-up women
of the upper ranks ;" they appeared greatly interested with the
ceremony, into which the Bishop entered with deep and solemn
feeling.

In the most impressive and affecting Charge, which was shortly
afterwards delivered to his Clergy, Bishop Heber emphatically said,
“ An Indian chaplain must come prepared for hard labour, in a
climate where labour is often death.” Of this, alas ! both in the
cause and in the consequence, he was himself too appropriate an
illustration. He never spared himself: to the peculiar functions of
a_Bishop he united —like the venerable Porteous, and a living orna-
ment of the Episcopal Bench whom it would be superfluous to name
—a zealous discharge of the office of a parish priest. He preached
a courseof Lent Lectures on the Sermon ¢n the Mount,—a ¢ work
aud labour of love” which was indeed recowpensed in the manner
which he first and most ardently desired—by an attendance far
exceeding his expectations. Surely this, with not a few instances
of & similar description, proves beyond a doubt that India is NoT
an ungrateful s0il ; and that all who quit in early youth their native

vOL. IL g .
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shq;e_s.jgﬁhﬁetﬁl}}ef, for civii or military employments in that vast em-
pire, do’not reliquish with their country ihose moral and religious

principles ‘which'are. her, proudest and most distinguished boast.—-
We have rLocspace even.for.a brief account of the Bishop’s final

£-Calcupta; which_ he quitted on the 29th of May,

1824. Ofthe elaquint Charge delivered on that occasion, a Review

will be found in our namber for Jupe, 1827. We shall only add,

that it ought to occiipy, a forezxost place, not only among the books, -

but in the m¢mory, the conscience and.the heartof every individual

who proceedst> Indiain the capacity of chaplain or of missionary.
(To be continued.)

proceedings- ut

———

A LETTER TO THE RIGHT HON. ROBERT PEEL, ON THE SUB-
JECT OF THE LONDON UNIVERSITY. By Curistianus. London.
Murray. 1825. pp. 40. .

Extract from a Review of this Lelter in the British Critic for Apr;’l 1828.

Waex the scheme of an University for this metropolis was first
annoucced to the public, it naturally became a Subject of serious
and immediate interest to the reflecting members of our Establish--
ment; and there were two points of view in which they were com-
pelled to consider it:—Ist, As to the auspices under which it
appeared; and, Yd, The character and objects of the education
proposed init. In neither ofthese, however, was it calculated, upon
a first view, to afford them satisfaction. The patrons and promo-
ters of the scheme, whatever other merits or distinctions they might
claim, (and we are not disposed to detract from them,) were un--
questionably in mo wise remarkable for their attachment to the
Churoh of England. Many of them were Scotchmen, others were:
Dissenters; and altogether they constituted a body to whom the
community at large would not willingly have delegated the delicate:
and important task of forming and superintending a system of edu-
cation for their youth; nor was it a small matter in the account,
that they had selected, as the herald of their praise and the ex-
pounder of their opinions, that very journal whose pages had been
frequently marked by a spirit of hostility towards those venerable
academical institutions, which we esteem amongst the richest por-
tions of our patrimony—institutions intimately connected in our
minds with all that'is most valuable in our Establishment and
Laws, and consecrated in our hearts by the memory of the wise
and good, who, In various ages, have gone forth from their wallg,
to diffuse light and knowledge and religion over the land.

But if the auspices under which the new scheme appeared (for
new it wasin a most essential sense) were calculated to awaken our
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fears, the character of the instruct.id_n was iiyﬁii:.~ o

) hy Bo, means: likely-to_
allay them. " From the <ary first it was fairly and distnctly avowed
as a fundamental principle arising necéssitily Gt3of the). Constitu-
tion of their scheme, that Christian discivline and fiistruction would
form no part of it; that while everfhxé’ntil{faﬁfltg wasto be cal-
tivated, and every intellectual “wink wcald be“sapplied—the one

thing needful was to.lge‘; ithhﬂd,‘j'a‘ﬁfdfméﬂ"iﬁlﬁahal"prospects of
those who should-r3so

. rt”to’ them’wovld be disregarded. Under
th(.ese circumstances, emanating from such a source, and bearing
inits front this capital defect, ye_cannot wonder th:t the scheme
was coldly received by the public, or that sc small a portion of the,
energies and resources of the country should have been moved in
its behalf.* To the Establishment in particular the conjuncture
must have been exceedingly ominous. Defective laws may some-
times be prevented of their sinister effects by a salutary counter-
vailing principle in those who administer them ; and on the other
hand, a defective superintendence may- be kept in order-by the
stubborn and unbending spirit of -the laws ; but when both the
laws themselves and their administrators have the same bias, what
hope can there be of any effectual resistance or restraint? Not-

_—withstanding these prejudices, it must be confessed that the indis-
position to the University was of no violent or obtrusive kind. It
was a sentiment rather felt than expressed, or, if shown-at all, ap-
pearing more in a decorous negation of support than in any active
and substantive opposition. And good reason there was for this
reserve. The liberal friends of the Church were well aware that
in a country rising rapidly, like this, in wealth and population, and
inflamed with an unusual ardour for knowledge, there was a call
for more enlarged means of education than the existing institutions
could supply. They were not insensible that plausible reasons
might be urged in excuse even for the capital defect we have men-
tioned, and they felt that somewhdt of the weight of their own
objection would depend upon the extent to which the scheme might
be carried, and upon the pretensions which were hereafter to be
set up. They waited therefore patiently for that fuller develop-
ment of the plan which had been promised to them; and though
by no means sanguine in their expectations, they were anxious to
learn by what healing measures it was proposed to compensate for
this gross and palpable defect, and by what charm the promoters

¥ Of the Nobility, whohave become contributors, there appears to be Jess thaz
thirty ; of Members of the House of Commons, uuder fifty ; not 2 single Judge;
very few eminent Lawyers ; only one Bishop ; few other Clergymen, and what
may be considered as no doubtful indication of the public opinion, only a very
few, comparatively speaking, of the ygre opulent and respectable Merchants
and Bavkers of X.ondon.
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of theUniversity could’ hope to reconcile an enlightened and
Christian':pecple _ to, the ‘exclusion of religion from the minds of
youth, at'the veryimomcnt and under the very circumstances in
which they most require.it ?. - This statement has at last appeared
from the Council, and-we are now in a condition fully to compre-
hend and to appreciate the nature and objects of their plan. We
wish it were in our power to add that it contained any thing calcu-
lated to remove, or even to qualify, gur objection. But the con-
trary is the case. The exc?gsion of religion is still strictly and
tenaciously adhered to, while the danger to be apprehended from
it is increased by the decided extension of their views. Already
thousands of pupils are reckoned as within their grasp; and not
only the yguth of the n.etropolis, permanently or occasionally re-
siding in it, are expected to become members, but those of the pro-
vinces and the country are invited to domiciliate around their
precincts.  There is no longer, therefore, any occasion forreserve;
and itremains for the friends of the Establishment—and more par-
ticularly for those whose habits and studies impress upon them
more forcibly the indispensable value of Christian discipline and
instruction—to state plainly and firmly their objections to a system

- which so openly denies it; to examine the soundness of the rea-

sons which bave been assigned for this omission, and to point out
its true character and effects; and, finally, to declare openly, whe-
ther any learning they promise can compensate for that which they
withhold, or any precaution they devise can avail against the bane-
ful effects of their omission It is not, let it be remembered, a
mere question affecting the Establishment, which is at stake, though
that would be grave enough, but it is the cause of Christianity it-
self, and of all those bright and benignant influences which affect
the morals, the manners, and the temper of mankind.

This task has been executed, in the pamphlet before us, and in
such a manner as to leave us little to desire. It is written with
great strength and clearness, and with all that earnestness and
seriousness which become the gravity of the subject. It has the
merit, too, of comprising, in a small compass, all the important
points in which this question can be viewed. Further, it is fair and

-liberal both in its reasoning and its views: the defect complained

of is stated in the words of the Council ; and none of their reasons
or suggestions connected with it are withheld: and, thus, the rea-
der is left to determine between them. We recommend the work
strongly to those who have not yet made up their minds upon the
subject, as well as to those who have acceded hastily to the plan.
As for the staunch friends and supporters of the measure, we need
not press it upon them; they must iread it, and answerit : they
cannot neglect it with impunity.

Passing lightly over the inquiry—whether increased means of
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academical instruction are required or not in the _existing’{;fgfii-'éhmi
stances of the country ? which he decides, we_thinkiproperly, in
the afirmative, h enters at once upon.the question, whether an
institution so constituted as the London:University,{is”calculated
satisfactorily to supply that want?. cRE E

¢¢ The fundamental defect in this institution, to which Iallude, is the entire
omission of cvery thing conmected with Christianity among the topics of
instruction which arc to be imparted to the youth received there for education.
Professors are to be appointed on every branch of useful knowiedge ; lectures are
to be given in all the sciences, in Greek and Roman literature, in moral and
political philesophy, in jurisprudence, in medicine, in history, anciest and mo~
dern ; in every subject which commonly forms a part of general or professional
education ; but the topic of Revealed Religion is studiously, absolutely, and
avowedly omitted. I think it right, in order to avoid even the uppearance of
misrepresentation, to state thus early, that the founders of the institution explain
in their prospectus the r of this omissi They explain that it arises, not
Srom choice, bul from necessity ; not from indifference to the importance of
the subject, but from the inability to devise anyplan, by which instruclion
in religion, can be made consistent with the admission of persons of all re-
ligious persuasions to the advantages of the institution ;¥ and they expect
¢ that all necessary instruction in religion will be supplied by the parents or guar-
dians of the young men, who arc placed there as students. This part of their
statement I propese shortly to consider a little more at large. At present, I
nierely mention the fact, that in this institution, destined to be a great national
institution, and bearing the imposing name of the London University, Christian-
ity s entirely omitted ; no instructions are to be given on its evidences or its
doctrines, no religious services are to be performed within its walls.  In fact, it
Wwould appear that the Bible is to be asmuch an unknown book, and the Chris.
tian religion an unknown subject, within the precincts of the University of
London, as would be the case in an University founded at modern Constantino-
ple. oras would have been the case in one established at ancient Rome.”’—

pp- 3, 6.

Having thus stated the character of the defect, and shown

afterwards in the clearest manner, that it was quite a novelty in the

* country, and that, in every other similar institution amongst us,

general education is always built upon the foundation of religion ;
he thus proceeds— 7’ ——

¢¢ Hitherto our nation has borne the character of a religious and a moral
nation. However we may have had, and may still have, to deplore individual
instances of departure from religious principles and practices, et we have
lived as a Christian people, our laws are founded on Christianity, our youth have

#We recommend this sentence, which we have taken the liberty to mark in
Italics, to the serious attention of those, in this country, who would have the
Professorships of a University open to all denominations of Christians. The
founders of the London University are evidently of opinion that the line canmot
be drawn between only one system of religious instruction in a University, and
none at all—and they have chosen the latter alternative—but with how much
wisdom is we think amply shewn in this article. —Ep. G S.
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been bred in Christiag principles. - In our legislature, in all our great public in-
stitution,s,'-ini‘allﬁur forms and medes of life, we have hitherto paid attention to
the decencies of religion, we have shown that we fecl che weight of Christian
obligation, ¥ Why, then is this ill-omen=d separation now, for the first time, to take
place 2 Why, .for theifirst time since we became a Christian nation, are we
called upon to witness' ar attempt to conduct systematically the education-of our
vouth, on the principle of the entire omission of all instruction in that holy reli-
gion which we publicly profess »*—p. S.

Having offered these and some general observations, for which
we have no room, the author next applies himself to the conside-
ration of that portion of the Council’s statement, which relates to
the omission of theology; and which, in fairness to both parties
we have inserted in a note below.*

*¢¢ The Universities of Oxford and Cambridgze supply ample opportunitics for
the cducation of the clergy of the Established Church. 1t is a fundamental
principle of the Univerity of London, that it shall be open to persons of all
religious denominatious ; and it was manifestly impossible 1o provide a course of
professionul education for the ministers of religion of those congregations who
do not belong to the Established Church. It was equally impossible to iustitute
any theological lectures for the instruction of lay students of diffcrent religious
persuasions, which would not have been liable to grave objections ; still less
was it practicable to introduce any religious observances thit could be generally
complied with.  In the Univenities of Oxford and ¢ unibridge, the students, re-
moved from the supcrintendence of their parents und guardians, are placed in
colleges, or new domestic establi-hments, where it ic necesary that religious
instruction should be provided. In the case of the University of London, none of
the students will reside within the walls ; they will live in the louses of their
parents or guardiaus ; and those *who come from a distance will live in houses
selected by their friends, with such precautions for the safety of their morals and
of their religious opinions as will naturally be adopted on the oceasion. A plan
is in contemplation, (which will be morc fully explained in a subsequent part of
this Statement,) by which these students who come from a distance may be
boarded in houses where they will be under the guidance of persons of their own
religious opinions,.cud where they will ba subjected to rules of disciplive for
the protection of their morals. The religions cducation of the pupils, thercfore,
will be left to domestic superintendenee, being the same provision which at
present cxists for that important object in all cases except those 6f the under-
graduates at Oxford aud Cambridge during their residence in Coliege. There
arc many hundred of young men constantly in london, whg come from the
couuntry for the suhe of professionel education in Law and Medici
o guide for their religious education, unless they find it in ryl:
interested in their welfare. To all such persons the disci (I‘iue intended to be
enforced in the Univenity of London within its walls, will/ constitute an addi-
tional check upon their conduct.

¢ The Council had many long und anxious deliberations upon this subject,
which they felt to be of paramount importance ; but they found it impossible to
unite the principle of frec admission to persons of all religious denominations with
any plan of theological instruction, or any form of religious discipline ; and they
were thus compelled by necessity to leave this great and primary object of edu-
cation, which they deem far too important for compromise, to the direction and
superintendence of the natural guardians of the papils.”’—pp. 12, 13.
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i lu proceeding to observe upon this extract, I would meution my estire
acquicscence in that which is stated at the beginning, that the Universities of
Oxford and Cambridge cupply ample means of educating.theclergy of - the
Established Church ~ wish the observations _ere‘made; ! to: be copsidered as
applying solely to thofe studeats who are destined for lay professionsi ' ,.

¢ Inthe fint place then, I am gratified at finding it admitted in this extract,
that theological instruction, ot the formation of the religiows principles, is ¢ TuE
GREAT AND PKIMARY OBJECT OF EDUCATION,” and that this.is“a” subject ¢ FaR
TOO IMPORTANT FOR CoMpROMISE.’ ~ Thus, by their 5wn admission, while the
founders of this Institution establish an University for the systematic education of
youth, théy establish it on a plan which compels them, by necessity as they pro-
fess, to omit ¢tae greatand primary object of education.’ Can it be wise or
politic to attempt to found an University, which, by their own confession, is
defective is the main and cssential part ? | Theystate, atthe opentng of the pre-
ceding paragraph, that ¢ It is a fandamental principle of the University of Lon-
don that it shall be open to persons of all\ religious denominations ;* and from
this fundamental piiuclple arises that necessity which they apparently deplore,
of omitting, in their scheme, the great and primary object of education. Thus,
while they acknowledge that their plan of educition is essentially defective,
they, theniselves, knowingly and designedly create that necessity through which
it becomes so.¥

~

’

# It is admitted by the founders of the Londen University that the formation
of Religious principle is ¢ the great and primary object of education.”—It
should therefore evidently form the ground work of the system of every Univer-
sity. Buthow, we would ask, is this principle to be fully reduced to practice
in such an establishment without the daily use of comnion prayer 2 And how is
prayer tobe thus daily used without the application of some particular form.
That form must be either Episcopalian, or Presbyterian, or some one of the
numterous sects into which Christianity is divided. But it may be said that Reli-
gion should be taught in the same University, according to all the forms in the
world ;—then there must be a ‘Chapel and a Professor for each of them.—The
wildness of such a scheme nceds no exposure —We confess, we would rather
see a Presbyterian, or a Methodist, or a Baptist, or any other London. Univer-
sity, or one for each sect, than one from which Religious instruction is entirely
excluded.——For whetlier Christ be preached, ¢of envy and strife’® or ¢¢ of con-
tention,”” or ¢¢of good will,” yet ¢ Christ is preached,” and we should
¢¢ therein rejoice.”  If it be objected that many sects are not sufficiently nume-
rous or wealthy to support a separate Uriverity, we answer that it must be their
business, not that of the Governntent to provide, in the best way they can, for
the preservation and extension of their peculiar epinions.

Let us apply this reasoning to the casc of King’s Collegc in Upper Canada,
whose Charter has been so unceremoniously assailed by the opposers of the
Church of England in this Country. The King’s religionis that of the Church
of England, which he has thought proper, with the consent of his Parliament,
to establish in this Colony.—His Majesty has moreover thought proper to grant to
that Church the Charter of an University which he bas chosen to endow with cer—
tain lands and monies which are entirely at his own disposal. Isit to be sup-
posed that the King or the Church of which he is a member should desire to
Ppropagate schism, or dissent, or sectarianism in that University? 1f not, the
Teachers or Professors must of course be members of the Fstablished Church :
and none but her dectrines must be taught there.—The Patrons of the University,
knowing that the population of this Country is of a mixed character, were de-
sitous of opening its doors to all denominations, us faras that could be practi-
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We cannot follow- the author through the remainder of his work,
which,is'accupied.in. considering very briefly a question naturally
presentin;;Titself;to7all who agree with him > his reasoning ; viz.

5 MSEIE

what is'(ae best-practicable plan, which may at once counteract
the influence:al H

s of ‘an-ins! itition founded on so defective a principle,
and suply, those’ argerincaas: for a sound, liberal and religious
education, which.tiie country.scems to require. It may suffice to
say, however, that aftér toucning. upon various schemes which have
been proposed by others, he comes to the following conclusion,
that the only way to attain these objects, is to found * another
London University, in wkich it shall be made, of.course, an es-
sential part of the cducation imparted, tc imbue the minds of youth
with. the principles of Christianity, according to those sounder
forms which are established in this kingdom; and in which the
services of religion shall be performed as directed in our National
Church.” (p. 83, 34.}1

cable, without any compromisec of Religtous principle. Mow was this to be
done ? Not surely by opening the Professorships to such a heterogeneous mix-
ture as even the ultra-liberal Council of the London University have pronounced
to be worse than the exclusion of all Religion—nor can it be supposed that they
were to be given toany one denomination to the cxclusion of that Church to
whose influence and exertions the boon wasto be granted.  The only course that
could have been chosen wasadopted, viz. that of allowing all to enter as Scho-
lars who might choose to do so, und to takeall degrees, save those in Divinity,
unshackled by any Religious Test. If any other denomination of Christiansgre
afraid of the Religious contagion of such an establishment, they are free to
choose—and theyaie equally free to establish similar Iustitutions of their own—
but they have clearly no right to expect equal support from the King with the
Established Church. It is one thing to tolerate a dissenting Church—but quitea
different thing to cherish and support it.—The members”of the Established
Church might justly complain, not of equal privileges, but of equal countenance
and support granted by Governneent to any of those who dissent from her doc-
trines and discipline, and separate themselves from her communion—because she
would be thereby deprived of one distinguishing feature of her establishment.
But in this Colony they have made no opposition to the claims for some assis
tance ~f those, who are most violent in their attempts to thwart their measures
for spreading the influence of the Established Church.—On the contrary they
have even recommended and advocated the wishes of the Kirk of Scotland to
obtain salaries from Government for her Clergy in this Colony.—vide Arch-deacon
Strachan’s speech, pp. 22, 23 and 21. But neither the members of the
Kirk nor of any other dissenting sect have any claim to any thing more than
that full toleration which secures to them the free exercisec of their Religion,
and the right of establishing such Seminaries for general education as it may be
in their power to maintain.—And far less have they any just ground of com-
plaint or dissatisfaction in the establishment of an Episcopal University.— If they
can claim the right of establishing, withont molestation, or opposition, a Pres.
byterian Seminary or University, they cannot surely, with any shew of reason,
deny the iike privilege to any of their neighbours, much less to the Established
Church.—En. C. S.

t A prospectus of a new London University, to be conducted exclusively on
Church of England principles, has since been issued.~~A meeting has taken

“\
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s+ 1 baye lately had the honour," said Capt.:Purry, nt- v public ‘meeting’ in
1826, “Ind I may truly say the, hs :q\_é?,"é’:qfie’?@miuding'Bn'ﬁsh«Seamen

under circumstances requiring the utmiost activity= implicit'and- ‘inraediate obe-
dience, and the most rigid attention to/dieipline arid good crder; and Iam sure,

that the maintersaice of all these was," i great measure; owing to the blessing -
of God upon our humble endeavours to imprave the religious aud moral;charae~ .3

ter of our men.. " In the schools established on board dur s*ps during thewinter;

religion was made the primary object ; and the result ‘was "every .way *gtatis !

fyingand satisfactory. It has convinced me, that true religion is'sq] far ‘from
being a hindrauce to the arduous duties of that station in which it has pleised
Providence to cast the Seaman’s lot, that, on the contrary, it-will alivays incite
him to their ferformance, from the highest and most powerful of motives'; and I’
will venture to predict, that in proportion as this spring of action is ‘more and -
more introduced among our Seamen, they will become such as every English-
man would wish to see them. To this fact, at least, I can, on a'small scale; bear
the most decided testimony ; and the friends of religion will feel a_pleasure: in
having the fact announced, that the very best Seamen on board the Hecla—
such, I mean, as were always called upon in any cases of extraordinary emer-
gency—were, without exception, those who had thought the most seriously on
religious subjects ; and that if a still more scrupulous selection were to be miade
out of that number, the choice would fall, without kesitation, on two or thrée
individuals possessing dispositions and sentiments eminently Christian.” ¢
In connection with this~declaration, it is worthy of especial record, that
during Capt. Parry’s late most difficult and perilous attempt to reach the North

pole, and amid the sufferings and privations to which he and his party were ex- . _

posed in open boats, for upwards of sixty days, the duties of each day were
commenced and luded with < prayer.” )

——
NOVEL READING,

Perhaps the perusal of romances may, without injustice, be compared with the
use of opiates, baneful when habjtumlly and constantly resorted to, but of most
blessed power in those moments when the whole head is sore and the whole heact
is sick. If those who mail indiscriminately at this species of composition we.e .o
consider the quantity of actmal pleasure which it produces and the much yreater
proportion of real sorrow and distress which it alleviates, their philauthropy
ought to moderate their critical pride or religious intolerance —SIR 'WALTER
ScorT. - it

Without feelmg either €€ eritical pride or religious intolerance,” we are very
far from subscribing to Sir Walter’s high opinion of the blessings of Novel read-
ing. His own works as well as some others no doubt possess many charms, but
brilliant as are the corruscations of his genius, and full as his pages are'of a

c'"l

r

-
place at Free Mason’s Tavern at which the Archbishop of Canterbuty and
several Bishops were present, and at which the ¢ of Wellington presided,
when a subscription was made amounting to more, than £20,000.—~En. C, S.
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knowledge of buman nature, we are so old fashioned, that we must doubt whe-
ther they passess.the potency which can disarin real sorrow of its sting, dispel
the dark cloids that overshadow the Babitations of woe, or calm the agony of
guilt, whenTeémorsc and shawe storm! the bosom. There are many hours with
some people, when thé well Tramed ;fiction,. the pointed wit, the fascinating
delineations of the author of -Waverleyand some. of his compeers may be very
ndvantageously employed: 2 Whea Lither Iaborious study, or the fatigues of prac-
tical exertion have exhausted tlfo"-j%sld'é-nad the body, it may be a refresh-
ment to both to spend an hour with such’ masters as Scott,- and ~ur own admired
Cooper. But when this hope of nhnio:\n::i refreshment . is converted into a
. dependance for substantial aliment, or ent remedy in disease, it becomes
_—dangerous. Those green and shady spots that skirt the highway, may frequently
invite the weary traveller, and may afford him much of comfort, butif he linger
Jong,upon them, his journey will be very unprofitably prosecuted :%if he reposes
there for aslength of time he will find that his limbs grow stiff, he will Tose
some relish for the prosecution of his way ; perchance reptiles may sting and
“poison him, and that which might have been a momentary gain becomes a per-
mauent evil.  If none but those whose minds were well stored and whose time
was laboriously filled, read works of fiction there would be less dangerin them, or
rather we may say there would be a less sum of usefulness subtracted from their
infiuence. With a great proportion they constitute the only kind of study. Their
evident tendency is to promote a morbid sensibility, and a disrelish for those
authors, who not only enlighten the understanding but animate and guide the
heart as well as regulale the passions. At any rate we have been most sadly mis-
taken if ¢¢ when the whole head is sore, and the whole heart sick,”’ they have
power to allay the anguish of the one, or the throbbings of the other. A little
dulloess of the spirits they may overcome, and they may fill up an hour of lan-
guor, but when real sorrow tortures the bosom and in the absence of that com-
fort which nothing but religion can give, and the spirit of the Gospel can con-
vey, itisin vain to tell us that nnve! reading can relieve the distress. When
the tenderest bonds are severed and the grave closes upon departed loveliness
and worth, when the soul sighs under the sense of human corruption, and the
consciousness of guilt corrodes the peace, who will prescribe, who will expect
to find the tale of fiction either a palliative or a cure 2 When ¢the whole head
is sick and the whole heart faint,” another Physician must be sought, another
balm will be required.—Auburn Gospel Messenger.

—

FUREENOWLEDGE.

Teosr a Review of Warton’s Death Bed Scenes, in' the Christian
Remembrancer.

How to reconcile the foreknowledge of God with the free-will of man, is a
problem which the wisest have confessed their inability to solve ; and his secret
counsel, whereby he has constantly decreed, in his everlasting purpose, accord-
ing to his forcknowledge, to save the elect, and to condemn the reprobate, is
justly numbered amongst the mest abstruse doctrines of theology. ,‘These are
depths which we cannot fathom with the short line of human aeason. ¢ Such’
knowledge is too wonderful and excellent for us. We caunot attain unto it.”’
Yet, when men bewilde? themselves in these labyrinths, and pervett the prac-
tical le§sous of the blessed charter of our hopes, by their curious subtleties upon
these difficuit points of our faith, into unmeaning precepts, with which it is
cither dmpossible or unnccessary for usto comply ; we are bound in charity to

. !\
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disabuse them of their errors.  Happy the man, who- has- the-talent af exé.
cuting the task with the perspicuity, il e force, and the familio= illustration of
Dr> Warton, ' who, in Lis conference with Mzs. Milton (an intats of. an ' alms.
house within his parish, and a sour disciple of the'Géneva'schiol, ), thus admi-
rably handles the topic of God’s foréknowledge'as’#-1s coniiected with the frec
‘agency of his rational creatures, which -Mrs:iMilton:thought incompatible alto-
gether with the divine prescience, ~r<J3ILf PRAE =i .

¢¢ | endeavoured to'clear up the dificulty in"the following manner. Lookiny
through the window I saw one of- the 0ld women at the pump, which stood
in the centre cf .the court-yarC, aund I asked Mrs. Miiton who it was ?—<¢ It is
Hrs. Callender,?!ishe answered.—¢¢ Aud what is she doing ?” I asked sagaip. - -
—¢¢She is filling ker tea-kettle,” she said.—¢ Are you quite sure of it?? <[
asked once more.2—% Yes, sir,” she replied, with surprise at my question ;- €61
canrot possibly be mistaken I am perfectly certain abo.t it.”’—¢¢ Very.-well,
theu,” Isaid, ¢ here isa circumstance, which youkrow certainly and infal-
libly : does your certain and infallible knowledge of the thing make Mrs. Callen-
der do it ?”’ R
¢ No, to be sure,”” she answered, ¢ it capnot.”~—¢¢ And yet,” I said, ¢¢if
she did not certainly do the thing, you ceuld not certainly know it ?”’—¢¢ Very
true,” she replied.—¢ Do you understand, then,” I “inquired, ¢ that it is
ber doing the thing which makes you infallibly know it, and not your infallible
knowledge of it, which forces her to doit 2’ ¢¢ I do understand,” she said,
and I think 1 understand also what you aré driving at. But koowledge and
forcknowledge, Sir, are very different things.”
¢ Be patient, Mrs. Milton,” 1 said, interrupting her, ¢¢be patient, and
we shall comg to that in 2 moment. Look again, and tell me what BMrs. Cal-
lender is doing now.?’—<¢ She is going back to her house, Sir,” she answered,
¢ with her tea-kettle full of water.”—¢ And do you know,” I inquiced,
46 what she will do when she comes there ?”’—Yes,” she replied, ¢ that I do
very well. It will be ber tea-tinte in half an hour; and So she will put her
kettle on the fire immediately.””—¢¢ Here, them,” I said, ¢ is a circumstance
which you foreknow ; but you will hardly tell me, Ishould think, that good
Mys, Callender does not put her kettle on the fire of her own free will, and un-
influenced by you” »
¢¢ She was staggered at fist; but, scon collecting herself, she answered,—
4 | was too hasty, Sir, in saying that I knew very well what Mrs. Callender
was going tode. It is likely, indeed, that she will put her kettle on the fire ;
but she may set it down, and do somethingelse first ; or, for what I know, Sir,
she may drop down dead as soon as she crosses the threshold.”
¢« She may, undoubtedly,” 1 said, ¢ and this glorious sun, which 2aow
shines in so brightly through your window, may rise no more ; but you have the
greatest human certainty, that the sun will rise to.morrow, without jour fore-
knowledge, howerer certain, causing it todo so. Thus in the casc of Mrs.
Callender, &c. &c. &c.#%# [ you were like God, you would be absolutely certain,
and could have Ofie most perfect foreknowledge ; but Mrs. Cailender would do
exactly what she intended to do, uninfiuenced by your forcknowledges which is
entirely confined to yourself, and has nothing to do with her.”—Vol. ii. p. 20€.
¢¢ Without doubt,” continues Dr. W. ¢¢ we are here iu 2 state of trirl, and
are accountable beings ; which could not'be the case, if we were ot free Lo act.
Our actions would be the actions of Him, who ordained them ; our sins would
be his ; and if this be not blasphemy, when spoken of God, | know not what 1

blasphemy.”—Vol. ii. p. 210. N
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Tae New Kine’s,CorLEcE—LoNpoN, June 21.—A very numerous meeting
of the fr>.ads of this noble insti:zian, to be styled after the above title, was held
at the Free ’s° Tuvers, - Aaoogst the company present we obsersed the
Archbishop;tﬁgmc'?onri\aﬁd York,' the Bishops of London, St David, Dur-
hum, St.-Asaph, Chester, Gi3cester: and Ossory, Dr. D'Oyley, the Marquis
of Camden, the Speaker ‘of thz House of: Commons, Lord Beiley, ,the Primate
of Ireland, the Rigkt Hon. the Lord Mayor, Alderman Thoempson, Sherifl

+ Spottiswoode, &e. - -
< The Duke of Wellington in the chair. .
.~ His Grace rose to address the meeting, and was received with great applause.
The object for which the present meeting was called was for the purpose of
establishing in the metropolis a College, in which all the branches of literature
and science: would be taught, including also a knowledge of the principles of
- Chuistianity, as promulgated by the doctrines of the Established Church. (Ap-~
plause.) It was not necessary for him to delay the Mecting by giving them the
plan of the proposed institution in detail, as that would be explained to them
hereafter. It would be sufficient for him to state it generally. The plan cm-
braced a system of education which combined, with a general knowledge of
literature and-science a particular knowledge of Christianity, morality, and re-
ligion—(checn)—togethcr with that species of education necessary to youths
adopting particular professions MHe necd -hardly, he belicved, at that time of
day, say any thing on the propriety of inculcating such a system of education
foumed upon such a basis. (Hear, hear.) Although he had not bad the ad-
vantage of a College education, owing to the particular pursuits in which he was
engaged —(tremendous applause)—yet uo one felt more than he did the advan-
tage a college was to youth. The promoters of the intended establishment were
the Diguitaties of the Established Religion and the Governors of the church,
who were not only willing to support it by their purse, but were also willing to
sacrifice their valuable time towards its future management.  He called on them
to assist in the exccution of this great work. Yt an effort be made worthy of
this great country, that the youth of the metropolis might receive aun education
by which they would be taught to love the hing, obey the laws, but above all
be made acquainted with their God—(cheersy—and by being made acquainted
with the great principles of their bolr religion, be taught to be conteut with
theirlot in this life. and to hope through the mercy of God for happiness in the
next. (Immense cheering.) His Grace then read the resolutions which we
have subjoined, upon which the intended College is to be conducted.

A cojumittce was then formed for the purpose of carrying the object of the
meeting into effect.

Ilenry Coleridge, Esq. Barrister at Lavw, was appointed Secretary.

A letter from the Right Hon. Robert Pecl, expressing his regret at not being
able'to attend owing to the death of a sister was read to the meeting, .

His'Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury proposed the thanks of the mecting
to his Grace the Duke of Wellington, for his able conduct in the Chair, and his
cordiul co-operation in their views—swhich were given »midst acclamation.—
I Grace, in suitable terms, acknowledged the compliment, and shortly after
one o'clock left the Chair, aud on his departure was accompanied by their Graces
th.e Atchbishops of York and Canterbury, and the Primate of Ireland, the Lord
Bishopsof London, Durham, Carlisle, and several of the distinguished personages
present at the former proceedings. A division was formed at the side of the
Hall through which the Duke of Wellington passed, and he was treated with-
loud greetings and clapping of bands from all parts of the Hall. .

[
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Shortly afterwards the Tord Bishop of Chester was unanimously voted inte
the Chair.  As soon as silence was restored, from the noise of the congratula-
tions of the Meeting, the Right Reverend Lord rose and said he wished to’ad-
dress the Meeting on a topic of much importance. Silence was ther restored.
It has been said, that no persons are to be admitt®l iato the College, which it
is the object of this day’s Meeting to found, vui these who are members of the
Church of England. As this report is unfounded, and as Inow declare it would
it allowced to circulate, be productive perhaps of some injury, I conceive it .y
duty thus at once to contradict it. (Hear, hear, hear.) So far from such being
the fact, no question whatever, as to the religious opinions held by the student
will be asked, and all that will be required of him isto conform to the rules of
discipline which will be laid down on that head. (Cheers.) WhatI mean,
said his Lordship is, that in order to become students, it is not necessary that
they shall he members of the Established Church, but iiey must submit them-
selves to the rules and discipline which the College, connected, as it will be,
with the Church, will imposc on the general management and conduct of their
studies.  (Loud applause.) )

Severa! subscriptions were then named, which had been received since the
departure of the Noble Premier; amongst which the Chairman announced one
as being from a Lady, who was desirous her name should not be publicly men-
tioned, amounting to the large sum ot £500. This announcement was received
with loud cheering.

The Chairman again rose and said he deemed it his duty to state, that since
the commencement of the Meeting the Right Hon. the Home Secretary had
entered the room. (Cheers.) He did not anticipate that the Meeting would
have taken place so early, or he would have been present. e had come that
morning express from the country, notwithstanding his recent domestic afiliction,
inorder to be here. (Hear, hear,) The Right Hon. Secretary had, however,
evinced his affcetion for, and attachment to, the proposed Institution by giving
a subscription ot £300. The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, tov, had come
to the Meeting too late, acting under precisely the same mistake, and had au-
thorised lum (the Chairmany to set down his name for a subscription of £100 —
(Loud applause.) .

Further subscriptions were then announced, among which were—Lord Selsy,
£100; Lord Ashly, M. P. 100; J. Irving, Esq. M. P. £50, Alderman Gar-
ratt, £100 ; the Vicar of St. Martin’s in the Fields, £200; T. Wilson, ¥sq.
late M. P. for the City, £50 ; the Rev. W. Johnson, £100; the Earl of Clare,
£100; the IHon. and Rev. E. Cust, £100 ; his brother, £100; Sheriff Spottis-
waoode, M. P. £50; a Rev. Gentleman from Bristol, £200 ; the Rev. Joseph
Hughes, a Baptist Minister, 20 guineas, which the Right Rev. Chairman
declared he wished to direct the attention of the meeting to, particularly, as
the Rev. Donor had wished it to be understood as being a testimony to the value
of the Institution, of which he had a full conviction from what he bhad heard since
he came’into the room.

Several other donations were announced.

1t was whispered in the Hall, that it was the intention of his Majesty to pre-
s]elnt a donation of £5,000 towards the Institution to testify his approbation
thereof.

Before the Meeting broke up, the astonishing amount of upwards of £20,000,
was announced as having been received in subscriptions and donations, and that,
notwithstanding, not a single advertisement had appeared for the convening of
the meeting.

Among the numerous list of dignified and illustrious donors, we have only space
to mention the following :—The Archbishop of Canterbury £1,000 ; the Arch-
bishop of York £500; the Duke of Wellington £300; the Duke of Rutland
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-“£500;.the Bishop of London £1,000 ; the Bishop of Durkam £3560; a Lady
‘The following compose the committee :—Duke of Pertland, Marquis of Bute,
Marguis C.mden, Ear! Bre- slowv, Lord Bexicy, Bithop of London, Bishop of
Chester, Bishop. of Llandab,- Su J. Nichol, Vice-Chancellor of England, Sir
R. H. Ingiis, Sir C. Péce, : Sic A. Caoper, IL. €. Brodie, Esq. W. Sotheby, E.
. Locker, W. Warc, L P..~J: D. Poules, W. Cotton, K. Ilamilton, Arch-
dcacon Cambridge, Rev. J. VLonsdale, E.‘Triudal, Sir 11 Halford, Bart. Alder-
man Atkips, Sir Jobn Richardson, Dr."D’Cyley.- v
Books for Uonations and Subscripons to be immedintely opened at all the
Bauking Houses. - ) .

Cutren MisstoNany Socitry.—Netw Zealand. —Comntunications recently
received from the Misstoaaries in New Zealard, afford soniewhat more encou-
raging prospects with 1:ference to that interesting scenc of the Society’s labour:.
The Missionaries bave usually from thirty to forty natives residing with them,

- who are instricted daily in reading, writing, &c.some of whom have made
encouraging progress. The Missioparies embrace every opportunity of commu-
nicating religious instruction ; and though’ hitherto little fruit of their labour is
perceived, they are still encouraged to penscrere, inthe hunnble hope of even-
tually experiencing a divine blessing. The natives bave manifested during the
last year an inclination to sow whcat, and the Mlissionaries have distributed in

juence several bushels of sced among the Chiefs.  During the former year
a small quantity was cultivated which the Missionaries purchased, giving bian-
Ketsin exchange. The Missionaries hope that from these small begiopings, the
natives may eventually acquire a taste for agricultural pursuits.

The love of war and bloodshed which scems almost universally to prevail,
renders the situation of the Missionaries very precarious. Not that they are
exposed to any personal danger, though should Shunghee be hilled, their pro-
perty wouid most probably be plundered, and thetnselves expelled from the
Island, or at least oblized to withdraw fora time  Shunghee 1s, however, too
sensible of the temporai berefits which urise from the presence of the Misstonu-
ries, to aliow others to molest them. It appears now that the plundering of the
Wesleyan Missionaries, and the burming of their Scettlement tuok place whiie
be was absent in the pursuit of some natives: that he had no idea of 'the Mis-
sioparies being in any way molested, aud was exceedingly angry, when he heard
of the violence which had been committed by his allies.

Some of the nativesare deeply concerned at the unsettied state of their coun-
try, and desirous of escaping from the alarms and miseries of incessant warfare.
Application has been made on their bebalf to the Govemor of Van Dieman’s
Land for a grant of land that they may cmigrate and place themseives under
Bl " p.otection. A plan of this hind must, however, be attended with serious
ditn.' Ities, and we cannot but hope that the abhorrence of war may so increase,
aste i 21 ere long to some arrangement by which the natives may enjoy their
own counsry wit.h"gn.intcrmplcd tranquillity. The accounts from New Zeuland
come down to theXéid of August—Christian Guardian for March.

Bisnor oF CaLcrrra— At the Cape of Good Hope, on the way to his diocesc,
Bishop James confirmed 360 persons in the Reformed Dutch Church, on the
26th of October last.. Healse consecrated, for an English church, a portion of
ground presented for that purpose by the Licutenant Governor of the colony.

, . Bisuor o Carcrrrs ;-By a gentleman just from India, we learn that Bishop
James had arrived in Calcutta,’and that his arrival had given great satisfaction.
Theugh less talented than Bishop Heber, his devotion, and atniable character,
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points in which he is thoughe to rés:emblc him, give ground “for bcliesiug,j’t‘
if he should be spared by Proyidence, e niy e utensj)vé{iy’ fisef i to the i-_{{‘g
of the gospel in India. . K o R L9
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Dr. BLonFIELD, Bistor oF CHESTEK. =-This actir- - nrelate; -who is, atth
same time. an industrious pavisk priest, deliveged syweckly lectire’on the sucre
origin of the New Testamem: dispentationi;'as displaycd in the acts of the apos§
tles, at his church, Bishopsgste street, London, durirg the late sefison of Lent. 3§
The English nrints state that the lectures were listeiied £o oy crowded audiences.’ ¥

The Bishop of Bath and Wells bas bee « plessed (0 collate the Rev. Will
Fitzhugh, M. A. to the Prebeud of Warminster, alias Luxficld, in the Cathedf
Church of Wells.

A converted Jew was baptised on the 6th of 'Apg, in the Episcopal - Jews’
Chapel, London, by Rev. C. S. Hawtrey. ¢ There™s every reason to believe
ke tlI:. a partaker of that grace which alone effectually leads us to penitence and
fai ” ~ .

"

The FrEE Press, contains an interesting Report of ¢¢ The Halifax Diocesan
Committee of the Society for promoting Christian Knowledge.”” It appearsthat
the Committee have been kept actively engaged in distributing Bibles and other
Religious Books and Tracts. ‘That their funds are n:ore than sufficient to meet
all demands against them; and that the most satisfactory accounts have been
received from the Auxiliary Societies in the Diocese. The information relative
to the National School in this town, is truly grstifying ; there are now taught in
that valuable Institution, 236 Boys, of whom 102 are Free Scholars; 99 Girls
of whom 62are Free Scholars—total 835. The compliment paidto the Teach-
ers, is justly deserved by them. Their conduct has been always correct, and
they have enforced their authority over the Scholars with a firmness and leni-
ency highly creditable to them.—Halifax Royal Gaz. ~

A School for general Education, under the patronage of the Lorp Bismor or
QueBEc, and under the immediate charge of Mr. J. Brarrawaite, A. B. of
Queen’s CoLLEGR, OXFuRD, has recently been opened at CHAMELY, in the
large and’commodious house Iately occupied by the Rev. E Parkrx.

In this institution will be taught the Classical Languages, Mathematics, and
every otherbranch of knowledge connected with a liberal education. Particular
attention will be paid to the manners and moral deportment of the pupils, and
Religious instruction will be carefully bestowed, except in cases where it Is the
wish of the parents or fricnds to reserve this essential part of educatio t~ be re-
ceived through other channels. The terms of Board and Tuition will be

For each Pupil under 14 years,—£40 per annum.
Do. do. above 14 years,—£50  do.

For students in Disinity or others who may be considered as merely. finishing
their education after the completion of their School career, the sum will be fixed
by private arrangement. The matronly charge required in such+an establish-
ment has been provided for in a manner the mo:i highly satisfactory. "
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METRICAL PARAPIIRASF or 0 v o
OF THE COLLECT FUR THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER i‘nmx'r;r.f 8 -
EXI
How happy they whomthou, O Lord! f O grant us, Lord ! such gramous proofs
Dost train in fear and love, Of thy paternal care —
Bright marks of thy peculiar care May we thy providence enjoy
They never fail to prove. And thy protection share.
1
Whatever foes against them rise ‘ But lest to such distinguish’d bliss,
In thee they can conﬁde, palhs‘ We forfeit all our claim,
Thou art thro’ life’s™ most dnngerous Fix in our hearts the fear and love,
"Cheir sure support and guide. Of thy most holy name.
METRICAL PARAPHRASE
OF THE COLLECT FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY,
Oft as we bend the suppliant hoee Lord! grant that we whom thou hast
Before thy awful throne, To seek thy aid in prayer, R:aught
Thy gracious eary O Lord ! iacline WIny never fail when danger’s nig|
And make thy mercy known. "hat powerful aid te share.
A quick just sense of canscious guilt And when the darkest storms of lifa
Thy grace alone inspires. With gloom o'erspread the scene,
And bid our anxious hearts pour forth O let thy comfort chase that gloom
"To thee their strong desires. And keep our souls serene.
METRICAL PARAPHRASE
OF THE (OLLECT FOR THE FOLRTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY,
Thou, God ! whose hind protecting care| O let thy mercies round us flow,
To all thy works is shown, With still i increasing tide s
But most of ail tq humble souls Be thou through all life’s dangerous sea
Who trust in thee'alone. Our ruler and our guide,
To thee for holiness and sh'cngth Secure, through this world’s various
Must all our svit be made * -+, Thusmay we steer our way, {scenes
¥or nothing’s holy, nothmg’s strong Nor lose the purer blissof Heav’n
Without thy grace and aid. That suffers no decay.
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