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A GREAT MISSIONARY SERIES

The History of the Missionary Enterprise of
The Presbyterian Church in Canada.

THIRTEEN GRAPHIC ARTICLES,

HE Announcement is now made of a series of Articles to appear in the Knox
CoLLEGE M« - v during 1891, giving an historical sketch, reliable and
readable, of the M.s .nary Work of the Canadian Presbyterian Church in the
different mission fields, home and foreign. These sketches will, in each case, be
written out of full know'edge. The names of the writers will commend their work to
the Church at large. A tull and reliable account will be given of the establishment’
of each mission, its progress and present position, the personnel of the Staff, and such
other information as may be helpful to students of missionary history. The attention
of every one interesterl i+ .he mission work of our Church should be called to these
articles, The first is promised for the February number of the MoNTHLY and the
others will follow in regular order. As the articles will be copyrighted they cannot
be republished elsewhere without special permission, Following is the list of subjects
and writers so far arranged :—

The New Hebrides Mission—The Rev. R. Murray, M.A., Editor of
the Presbyterian Witness, Halifax, N.S.

The West Indies.—(To be announced later.)

Formosa.—The Rev. G. M. Milligan, B.A.,, Toronto, Member of

the Foreign Mission Committee

Honan.—(To be announced later.)

Central India.—The Rev, Prof, MacLaren, D.D.. Toronto, Member and

ex-Convener of the Foreign Mission Committee.

The North-West Indians.—The Rev, A. B, Baird, M.A., B.D,

nnipeg.
TL ouxton Mission to Negroes in Canada.—]. C. Hamilton,
Q.C,, LL.B., Toronto.

The French Evangelization.—Rev. Principal MacVicar, D.D., LL.D,,
Montreal, Chairman of the French Evangelization Board.

The Woman's Foreign Missionary Society,—Mrs. C. S. Ewart,
Toronto, President of the Society,

The North-West and British Columbia.—The Rev. ]J. Robertson,
D.D., Superintendent of Missions.

Ontario and Quebec.—The Rev. W. Cochrane, D.D., Brantford, Con-

vener of Home Mission Committee.

The Maritime Provinces.—(To be announced later.)

The Students’ Missionary Societies.—(To be announced later )

These Articles will all appear in the MoNTHLY during 1891. The statistics
will be brought up to date, and a much fuller history given of each field than has
ever yet been written of any one of them. Ministers should direct the attention of
their congregations, especially their missionary associations, to this most important
Announcement. To secure the full series new sul_)scnptlpns sh_ou_ld be sent in at
once, as the supply of extra copies of each month’s issue will be limited.

Subscription Price, One Dollar a Year, in Advance.
Address all orders to the Publisher,
D. T. McAINSH,
PRESBYTERIAN NEWS CO., TORONTO.
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THE MORAL AND SOCIAL ORGANIZATION OF
EDUCATION.

THE SCIENTIFIC HUMANITIES,

HE more that civilization advances, the more importance should
beattached tothe organization, systematizing, and co-ordinat-

ing of its elements. To illustrate this we may take an example from
military life, for the larger the number of soldiers the more essential
is it that the army should have unity, and complete subordination
of parts, such indeed as characterizes a living being. In politics also,
organization is of capital or even vital importance. The danger
which democracy must avoid is precisely the breaking up of society
into individuals, who have no other consideration than their own
rights and interests, and with whom the idea of social duties, or of
social relations has little place. Now a similar danger is to be
feared in education. Here it is quite as necessary to struggle
against anarchy, and the want of organization, and this the rather
because the subjects of study are become more numerous, and
more complex. Science and industry in its many branches have
made such progress that the human mind will not be able, without

*Trauslated for the Knox CorLicE MoNzuLy from the Revue des Deux Mondes,
by Prof. G. D. Ferguscn, Queen's University, Kingston. The article will be con-
cluded in the February number.—Ep. K.C.M.
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the most vigorous discipline, to adapt itself to such a variety of
facts and of laws, of theorics and their'applications.

Here, it is true, the spirit of reform has considered the pro-
grammes and the methods of different scientific and literary sub-
jects, but it has not considered how to introduce unity and har-
mony into the whole. The pupil passes under a succession of
masters, cach of whom teaches his own specialty ; it remains to be
seen whether a series of specialties forms a true unity, whether
the intellectual forces of youth, which are indeed also social forces,
are not in a large measure wasted, just from the want of concen-
tration and direction.

Two dangers are especially to be feared in education : a teach-
ing which is on the one hand too material, and on the other too
formal. The sciences as they are ordinarily taught are liable to
the first evil; literature to the other. It has been proposed to
remedy the two extremes of positivism and of formalism by a com-
bination, or rather by a juxtaposition of literary and scientific
subjects, but these are so different in their nature that such a com-
bination does not secure the desired result. At present we are
anxious to introduce rcforms, and reports have been given in by
men most competent to judge regarding literary and scientific edu-
cation, and an attempt has been made to reduce these to law. An
association has at last been formed for the improvement of our sec-
ondary education, but it is to be feared that this association, by the
utilitarian views which it holds, may exert a prejudicial influence.
The truth is, our system of education does not yet seem to have
found its centre of gravity, and we are still seeking above all to
know what is the fundamental principle of education. Some be-
lieve it to lie in scientific subjects, others in literature ; and the lat-
ter may be subdivided into the partizans of the ancient languages,
and those of the modern languages. But we would ask, is not the
true connection between the sciences and literature to ke sought in
the study of man himself, of society, and of the grand laws of
the universe ; that is to say in studies moral, social, asthetic, in one
word philosophic. This is the onc idea which is beginning to pre-
vail more and more in various countrics, and the recent reforms in
Italy afford a new proof of it. In France it has been proposcd
that the course of ethics, of logic, of wsthctics and of philosophy
generally, in place of being postponed to the last ycars of a
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student’s course, should be commenced, in its morc elementary
branches, in the second class or the class of rhetoric. In Italy
they are about to inauguratc this new system, and psychology,
logic, ethics, and general philosophy are now taught in the three
last classes of the Lyceum. We would suggest that besides the
teaching of cach particular science—physics, physiology, history,
etc., there should also be included in the programme the study of
the philosophic principles, and the general conclusions of each
science. The scheme proposed in Italy gives a place in the natural
sciences principally to general and philosophic questions, and this
is, in fact, the first attempt to organize, and to co-ordinate these
studies philosophically. But these programmes, having been drawn
up in a positivistic spirit, have unfortunately omitted certain ques-
tions, which seem to us essential.

It is certain that the nation, which succeeds in introducing a
strongly organized system into its cducation, will be able to exer-
cise a superiority in the intellectual domain, analogous to that
which is exercised by a government, or by an army properly orga-
nized. Morcover, it is evident that a wholly new group of sciences
is in process of development, and destined in the next century to
take a very prominent place. In the past an cducation too exclu-
sively literary provoked a rcaction in favor of the sciences, but
scientific education has not yiclded what was expected, and it is
easy to foresce that in a futurce not very remote, education will take
the moral and social direction, and give this dircction to all studies,
and to al’ methods. In this way we may have a systematized
order of studics, *~hich will succced to that actual vice which we
designate by that barbarous word, particularism or specialism.
This would be indecd the advent of the true “ humanities,” which
ought to havc as their principle the study of man and of society.
It is said that science is only valuable in so far as it revcals this
“ humanity,” and we were quite right when we recently designated
the study of the sciences as it ought to be organized, by the name
of the “ scientific hamanitics.” Wgc now propose to explain what
wc understand by this organized system. In our opinion the aim
which the weritadle scientific humanitics ought to proposc for them-
selves is the transference of material scicnce inte moral sciencge, in
its spirit and its methods, in its principles and its conclusions, in
short in its history and its sacial consequences.
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I

The classes of humanity have for their aim, as their very name
implies, to awaken in the mind of the pupil ideas and sentiments
which may be properly called human, and which, so to speak, add
to the mind of the pupil tiie mind of a complete humanity. In
other words we must transport all that is best in the evolution
of man into the mind of the individual. In order to do this we
must develop in the subject those faculties which are essentially
human, and present to those faculties, as their special object, the
highest truths, and the noblest sentiments to which our race has
attained. Higher education, which presupposes minds already
formed, turns wholly from mere observation to discover something
new in relation to the objects which it observes; 7o Znow is its
principal aim. Primary cducation, even while sceking as far as
possible to develop the facuities of the pupil, is compelled to
occupy itself especially with those subjects which it is essential
for every onc to know ; its aim is the minimum of indispensable
knowledge, as the aim of higher education is the maximum of
possible knowledge.

It is quite otherwise with regard to sccondary or intermediate
cducation. Yet all, who have not studied the problem philoso-
phically, forget this. No doubt secondary education has objccts
which it sets before the mind, for the mind of the pupil cannot
excrcise itself on nothing ; but it is pot the less true that the
proper aim of this education is the formation of the mind itself, its
devclopment, its evolution. It is no longer cxternal objects, but it
is man, or, speaking more generally, it is humanity, to which it
must direct its attention ; hence it is, that such studies cspecially
merit the name of the humanities.

As M. Lachclicer very properly says, “the true object of these
studics is the nature of man, and the moral lifc of man.” For this
reason these studies, which arc of a highly disinterested character,
arc also called liberal. Primary studics connot free themsclves
from a certain utilitarianism, since they are directed to the
neccessary, that is, the uscful par cacellence.  Secondary studics are
mainly directed to the good and beautiful, while the higher studies
strive after the true, whether alrcady known or yet to be discovered.
In secondary cducation we may not entircly omit the knowledge
of objects, but we choose in preference those objects, the know-

-
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ledge of which is best fitted to secure the moral development of
the individual, and of the society to which he belongs. Instruction
is the means, but education is the end.

In short, literature being the freest and the widest expression of
the human mind, we have hitherto considered it as the base of the
humanities, as philosophy is its crown. Such are the principles
which inspired education in France from the days of Montaigne,
Bossuet and Fenelon, down to Rollin, and the great masters of the
French University. Other nations followed us in this. Germany
appropriated, and still preserves the spirit of our colleges and
universities ; but in Germany the separation of students into litera-
ture, and those of science is unknown. Their future physicans and
future engineers, receive the same culture as their future professors,
or future lawyers. Their leaving examination (examen de maturité),
corresponding to our Bachelor of Arts, opens to their students
the universities, and this examination comprises : (1) a disserta-
tion in German, (2) a dissertation in Latin, (3) a Latin theme, (4) a
Greek theme, (5) a French-theme—all without dictionaries—(6) a
thesis in Mathematics, and this is the nearest approach made to
the sciences. In the oral examinations the candidates are required
to explain Latin and Greek authors, and arc examined in Greek,
and Roman, and German history. Geography is associated with
the history, and is not madec a special study. They are also
examined in  Arithmetic, in Geometry, and the clements of
Algebra.  They are not examinced in Physics or Natural History.
In a word, there is required a thorough knowledge of Greck and
Latin and Mathematics. As to the sciences, if the student needs
them, he must acquire them at the universities. He remains at
the university four ycars after having passed the leaving examina-
tion, (which will probably be in his ninctecnth year); so that at
the end of his course he will have rcached his twenty-fourth year.
This system shows that it is possible to have men of science,
without over-loading the college studies with the sciences, and that
a good humanist can, in after life, construct solid bridges, or direct
the working of mines. In the gymnasia there are no special
science masters. At thc State cxaminations, cach tcacher is
obliged to present himself in two branches of instruction, «.g., in
the ancient languages and natural history, in history and the modern
languages, or in mathcmatics and geography, ctc. Thus their
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teachers need rot be so numerous. The German gymasium has
generally nine regular masters, and four or five assistants. It is a
simple and solid body, as were our own colleges about 184c, before
we began, under deplorable inspirations, to separate science from
literature. But we have now, besides our students of literature, our
students of science, of navigation, of St. Cyr, of our polytechnic, of
normal schools, our students of some special branch, and all
attracted by the practical end which thcy have in view, but
profoundly indifferent to anything which is not exacted from
them. This morselling of studies into specialties, while it leads to
the ineyitable debasement of learning gencrally, is still morc
injurious to the specialtics themselves.

While remaining faithful to classical tradition, Germany has
tried to avoid those evil effects which in some of our colleges have
resulted from the exclusive culture of some one of the mental
faculties. We mean that purely formal culture which the Jesuits
brought into repute, and which exercised the mind without
nourishing it, as if the mind, just as much as the body, did not
require food to build up its vital forces, and at the same time afford
them exercise. But Germany, while avoiding one danger, has
fallen into another. Together with the moral and social sciences
she has given a place in the first rank to the historic and
philological sciences, and in this she inclines to merc erudition.
Now to lcarn facts, dates and words, is still to stop at what we
may call the material side of human cvolution, instead of sccking
to penetrate into the very spirit of the humanities. Scparated
from moral, social, and philosophical consideration, history,
geography, and linguistics are still only material sciences, just as
much as physics and geology, while they are at the same time
much less scientific, and much less useful.  In England the school
of cvolution, the child of the utilitarian school, having its home too
in the land of utilitarian traditions, has allowed itself to be drawn
aside by the mirage of the natural sciences, and has wished to
make them the basis of cducation. She has thus opposcd, in the
science of education, naturalism to what we call humanism. M.
Spencer commences his book on education by declaring that in all
things the object to be obtained is knowledge ; a principle of
which we have seen the falsity.  And so throughout his book Mr.
Spencer fluctuates between the ideal of primary instruction and
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that of superior instruction, without even the suspicion of what
constitutes secondary instruction. This idolatry of the sciences is
the more surprising, as in his Sociology Mr. Spencer insists on
the impotence of teaching to modify the individual or society, on
the inefficacy of primary knowledge, and on the omnipotence of
heredity, and on the power of sentiment over that of abstract ideas.
The educational theories of Mr. Spencer are thus in conflict with
themselves, and are bent on pursuing an end of which they have
themselves proved the insufficiency. But further he confuses the
internal evolution of man with external objects, the knowledge of
which may influence that evolution but cannot produce it. Man
is absorbed into nature, and the humanities have entirely dis-
appeared.
IL

Mr. Spencer would not now be able to compare science to
Cinderella, and literaturc to her proud and frivolous sisters,
for it would seem as if pride were on the side of the sciences.
Our University has even allowed herself to be invaded by the
different sciences, and has given to each a very large place in the
programme of 1385. Now, however, we are unanimous in
recognizing that scientific education, instead of raising the
standard of studies, has in fact lowered it. Notwithstanding this,
the positive sciences still exercise, thanks to the Government
schools where they are taught, an avthority so tyrannical, that it is
necessary to estimate their educative power at its true value.
The sciences give us models by which we may judge of truth;
they habituate us to estimate evidence, they furnish us with the
method, which has been called the force of intelligence. But if
they have their advantages, they also have, when considered in
themselves, greater disadvantages, which thesc forget who wish
to make them the ground-work of education.

In order to justify the increasing importance which is
attributed to the elementary teaching of the sciences, it will be
necessary to guard against three dangers : the danger of being too
material, or too utilitarian, or too special. It is said that you
produce in the pupil the habit of observing. But obscrving what?
materidl objects, which he turns and turns and takes to pieces,
and breaks, in order to know their structure and their properties,
whether it be a stalk of hemp, or of flax, a grain of wheat, or a
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flower, or a piece of chalk or of quartz, or it may be, the pen which
he uses, in fact any of the objects about him. Thus he acquires
the habit of believing nothing but what is before his eyes. This
development of the positive spirit is useful in the domain of the
natural sciences, but elsewhere it is not without danger, and
requires to be corrected. You tell the pupil that every word
ought, according to scientific definitions, to designate something
absolutely precise, that can be represented, and is in ultimate
analysis sensible. No doubt an excellent habit in geometry and
physics, where material things are treated of. But material
precision cannot in the same way be used in expressing moral
ideas. When we speak to the pupil of duty, of honor, of
patriotism, what material representation of these can his imagina-
tion set before him? What object discernible by the senses can
correspond to these sublime words? These are indeed moral
realities, but these scientific education ignores.

The actual study of the sciences, with their infinity of details,
and of applications, but without general or philosophic views, has
another defect: it is in its tendency too utilitarian. No high aim
being set before the pupil, he can only say: I learn aritkmetic
becausc some day it will be serviceable to me in keeping accounts;
I study physics because it will be useful to me to know the
properties of bodies ; I study mechanics because it will enable me
to make machines; I study natural history because it will serve a
purpose in reference to hygiene or to medicine ; I study geography
because it will cnable me to know something regarding different
countries and would be useful in case of war, etc. The pupil is
thus in danger of taking utility as the universal criterion, and the
more the programmes of studies are over-charged with the sciences
taught independently, the less will they have an educative value.

But we may go further. While bclieving that we shall give a
depth and power to thc mind by the study of the sciences as at
present pursued, in reality they continue to give it only forms.
What.is arithmetic? What any formal science? Arithmetic and
algebra are the rhetoric of numbers. We reason and we deduce ;
always, however, in reference to the abstract. We apply general
principles to particular problems, and the solution of these
problems becomes a little mechanical talent, just as the syllogism
in the middle ages, or as the reasoning machine of Raymond
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Lull. The science even of movement, mechanics, called by some
the queen of the age, also turns on formal relations in time and
space, and in all its deductions and recasonings, it proceeds on an
hypothesis which is the scientific equivalent of the subject-matter
of a Latin discourse. It is true that in the one case the pupil must
reason correctly, and in the other, when the cause is a bad one,
he may even employ casuistry. But the mathematician does not,
in the affairs of real life, reason better than any other because he is
in the habit of reasoning in the abstract, and deducing exact con-
sequences from an hypothesis, for this does not enable him to
observe and to combine all the data of experience and to forsee or to
appreciate probabilities. The spirit of mathematics, in relation to
private as well as to public matters, is the art of seeing only one
side of a question. In the mathematical sciences we frame for
ourselves definitions, in reality it is experience that imposes them
upon us, and continually transforms them, and corrects them by
new determinations, and we always find in the results more than
we had asserted in our definitions and principles. We say two
and two make four, and we find five; our narrow formule are
limited by nature and by circumstances.

But the physical sciences, it will be said, elevate us to the world
of forms ; they give to our young men just the groundwork which
they need ; they give them the habit of observing, of experiment-
ing and of drawing inductions. An optical illusion, pointed out by
more than one philosopher from Herbert to Guyau. Itis imagined
that the teaching of the sciences ex professo, as they arc taught
in our colleges, develops the same qualities of mind as were neces-
sary to our great thinkers who established and advanced the sci-
ences. The tecaching of the sciences, even the physical and the
natural, does indeed develop the memory and power of deductive
reasoning, but very slightly the inductive power or the spirit of
speculation or of hypothesis, which, however, are precisely the great
sources of all discovery. Call to mind the series of guesses, of
trials, and hypotheses, which resulted in Pascal’s being ablc to form-
ulate the laws of the weight of the atmosphere, a series which goes
back to Galileo and Torricelli. What does the teacher of physics in
any of our colleges do now ? Docs he make inductions, observations
and hypotheses? Not at all. He does not detail to his pupils
the induction series. He takes the inverse coursc; he details
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dogmatically the theory of the weight of the air, and he deduces its
principal conscquences, and he gives new deductions to be worked
out under the form of problems. Among his students there is no
development of the mind of a Torricelli, of a Galilco or of a Pascal.
He tells them that the atmosphere is heavy—that this is demon-
strated ; that the earth turns—this too is demonstrated. Perhaps,
apraopos of these two important questions, he rccounts to them a
little of thcir history ; and this is of some value to the theory
taught, because it is a good example of the intellectual process which
leads to discovery. The teaching of the sciences ex catledra and
science itself arc things so different that the onc may be regarded
as so much opposed to the other as the active is opposcd to the
passive, or invention to memory.

Now, however, ict us sce in its working this intcllectual
gymnastics, for which thesc young men, according to Spencer,
Bain and Huxley, arc indcbted to the teaching of the positive
sciencces.

A learned professor of chemistry cnters his class-room, the sub-
jeet of his lecture is affinity.  The students take their pens and are
all attention.

“In order,” the professor begins, “to cxplain the union of sim-
plc, but different bodics, comprised in the same molecule, it is nec-
cssary tc acknowledge the existence of a force, which has at first
brought them in contact with one another, and which maintains
this union when it has once been effected. This force is called
‘affinity.””  The pupil, without knowing anything of the naturc of
this force, which maintains the union of the bodics, writes as rap-
idly as possible somce verbal definition, which he cndeavours to store
in his memory. “Let us now examine the character of this affinity
and the principal causes which modify it.” The pupil writes—char-
acter—causcs which modify.  The professor continucs, “In order
that there should be this affinity between two bodics it is neces-
sary that there should be contact; a very simple experiment will
show this. Here is a solution of barvtes in water, and hereis a
rod, the end of which I will dip into sulphuric acid. Sulphuric acid
and barytes have a strong tendency to combine and forim a white
substance known as the sulphate of barytes.” Anether name to
be engraved on the memory.  “ I approach the sulphuric acid to
the surtace of the fluid, but you sc¢ no combination has been
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effected. Now, however, I touch the solution of barytes, and ws

the result of the contact you obscrve the sulphate of barytes is pro-

duced. It appears in the glass under the form of a white insolu-
able powder.”* The pupils look, and the whole scientific effort, the
entire induction, the whole result of the experiment is, so far as
they are concerned, the presence of a white powder in the water.
Certainly the experiment is interesting, perhaps amusing.  What,
however, has it done for the pupils? Has it afforded them the
very least initiation into the methods which have led to the dis-
covery of the beautiful Jaw of affinity, or the philosophic connection
of forces with one another, or the marvelous transformation of the
one into the other. Each experiment, in physics or chemistry,
however ingenious it may be, is quite determined and regulated be-
forchand ; it unfolds itsclf as a description before spectators who are
absolutely passive. They are not experimenters because they have
watched its performance.  They may have scen the turning of the
wheel of an clectric maching, or the process of forming a vacuum
by the mcans of an air pump, or that a heated ball cannot be made
to pass through a ring, through which it passcd a little before. All
this is very well, but teaching by aspect is not teaching by action ;
our pupils do not act, they look, they take notes, and perhaps they
write them out ; but it is wholly limited to the taking of notes and
scizing certain phrases.  The mind has scarcely any further devel-
opment cven in a scientific connection.

But take the casc of natural history. Here, indeed, the pupils
comc to lcarn, to obscrve, and to know things and, as M. Blan-
chard insists, “ men” .

Lcet us again listen.  * After what we said in our last lecture
concerning the place which the nourishing fluids fill in the animal
cconomy, and the influence which respiration excrciscs on the
physical propertics of thesc fluids, it is cvident that they must be
in continual movcement, in order that all parts of the body may
reccive the materials necessary for their nutrition.  This move-
ment constitutes that which physiologists call the circulation of
the blood.” We may here note the change from the inductive
and experimental mcthod to the deductive and dogmatic method
in the teaching of the sciences. Instead of telling us by what
prodigics of patiecnce and of intelligence the circulation of the

*A lecture detivered in the Great Lyccum at Paris.
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blood has been discovered, we arc merely told, * It is evident that
the blood ought to circulatc and in fact does circulate.” Or it is
merely added, “ This phenomenon was unknown to the ancients.
The discovery of it is due to Harvey, who was physician to Charles 1,
King of England (1618).” Prescnted in this way this fact, more im-
portant than a battle, remains a mere dead detail—another little
weight for the memory. “ Among the higher animais the circulation
takes place in the interior of what has a very complicated appear-
ance—composcd, first, of a system of canals or of numerous tubes,”
—and then follows a minute description, illustrated by anatomical
sections, but without any of those experiments which are the
support of the teaching of physics. The pupils look on, and they try
to fix in their memory the different names of the arterics and veins,
and ‘heir definitions.  They will not here, any more than in the
previous case, have called into exercisc any other faculty than
memory, which, while their fingers have written mechanically on
the paper, will have written, not less mechanically, in the circumn-
lolutions of their brains, a certain number of facts and of words.
And yet certain scientific men smile at the pupil who makes Latin
verse or writes a Latin composition. We, on the other hand, main-
tain, without paradox, that the scientific spirit—that is to say, the
spirit of induction, of rescarch, of forcsight, of hypothesis, of
observation, of guessing, of ingenuity, and of patience—the patience
of a Newten, is more developd by the study of grammar and of
literature than by the study of the scicnces.  In order to analyze
a scntencee, to scize properly its mceaning, or to translate his own
thoughts into expressions which shall convey his idcas, especially
if it should be in any of the ancient languages, the pupil will
require to make inductions, to observe, to make attempts, to
cxperiment, to exercise his ingenuity, to make suppositions and
hypotheses of every kind.  And this excrcise will render him more
like the inventor of the thermometer or of the barometer, than if
he assisted, from a distance, scated on the bench of his class, at
the construction of a thermomcter or a barometer.  All the sum-
marics of a pupil of scicnee are, for the purposc of cultivating a
spirit of scicntific invention and of speculation, not worth a trans-
lation, a composition or the making of Latin verse.  The spirit of
acuteness is more necessary for the physiast, for the naturalist, or
the geomctrician himself than the geomctric spirit.  During all




THE SCIENTIFIC HUMANITIES. 133

9

the time he was at Eton, Gladstone read Homer, and wrote Latin
verse, and was scarcely taught the clements of arithmetic.  Lect us
reverse matters, and supposc that his literary studies were
neglected, but that he was well grounded in arithmetic; it is
extremcely doubtful if he would have made the incomparable
minister of finance he afterwards became. Claude Bernard began
by writing picces for the theatre, and by experimenting ideally on
characters, before he experimented really on organisms.
There is, however, very great exaggeration as to the habit of
observation which is believed to be developed by the study of
external facts. The clements of geology are taught to our pupils
of the sixth class. “ Silicious stones,” says the programme, “ rock
crystal, agate, silex, flints, millstones, sandstone, granite, the com-
plex structure of granite, sand, pcbbles, plaster of Paris.” In the
programme for the fifth form we find, ¢ Stratified and unstratified
rocks, trilobites, mollusks and fossil fishes, silurian strata, slate,
Devonian strata, the marbles of the Pyrenees, secondary strata,
ammonites, belemnites, triassic formation, rock salt, and gypsum,
jurassic formation, oolithic limestones.” The best thing in this
programme is the excursions into the country, for which it affords
the pretext. But we arc no better able “to observe men,"—to
discern and direct character—because we can tell the naturc of a
stratum, or distinguish a picce of quartz, or have learnt all sorts of
learned names, or have madc a herbarium, or counted the petals of
a flower. To have acquired the power of carefully cxamining the
world uround us docs not by any mecans imply that we have also
acquired the power of looking within us. A great naturalist may
be the most ingenuous of men and of psychologists.  This is by
no mcans of rare occurrence, The study of animals indced may
approach more ncarly the study of man, but we can scarcely
expect that children should be careful students of animals.
Bosides, animal psycholegy is more difficult than human psy-
chology. The studics of wnatural history, which arc of all the
most passivc, on account of the purcly descriptive and narrative
character which they assume in a coursc of instruction, constitute
knowledge rather than science. They serve the purpose of
cxcreising the memory, of affording amusement, and of driving
away canni, or we may regard them as studics of practical utility,
but they have no educative value, unless it be on their poctic and

XA R A W FIDT LA b AATO SMED ST AL sy

et

vie e s

N

o

25

LN LD
el

P
A

-
Py

P LIRSS N R Tt

-y




134 KNOX COLLEGE MONTHLY.

philosophic side—a point of view from which they are not con-
sidered. '

The third defect which ought to be avoided in teaching the
sciences is that which we call particularism, which confines each
science within its own domain, without connecting it with others,
or regarding it from a synthetic point of view. As it is at present
our teaching of the sciences in their multiplied and isolated
forms, is a second Tower of Babel, added to that of the course of
ancient and modern languages, or of ancient and modern history.
Taught cach in its own idiom they present a scries of specialties
which unroll themselves before the pupil. The knowledge which
consists of facts furnished in a fragmentary form and detached from
one another, has no longer a scientific consistency, nor an educative
value. Just as our intellectual faculties seek for a unity of
principle, so our moral faculties scek to bring various ends under
the unity of the highest good. If the instruction which is given
does not lead to that unity whence comes our conception of the
great laws of the world and socicty, it will fail to make us understand
the ideal end of life, and cannot make science lead us to it. But in
this way the different scientific studies lose not only their supreme
verity and beauty, but also their morality. They are in danger of
falling into the same evils as at present affect litcrature and art.
We must be struck with what is called the “ subjectivism ” of our
litterateurs, our poets, our artisis, our critics, cach occupied
with the Ego, with his own impressions, with his own personality
morc or less limited. There is an cgoism in literature, in poctry,
in art; it is to behoped that this intellectual egoism may not at
length find its wsor even into science.

The lowering of the mental standard which results from the
extreme division of labour, extends to those who are to instruct
others.  “ The mind of a man becomes incvitably shrunken,” says
Stuart Mill, “and hc loses all interest in the great cends of
humanity, when all his thoughts turn to the classification of a
small number of insccts, or to the resolving of a few cquations,
just as much as if he were cmployed in manufacturing the points
or the heads of pins.” Specialism, inclined to scparate cach study
from all others, is the fault of too many of our sawzanss, who,
contrary to their intcrests, have a decided aversion to large
philosophic views. Thec specialtics which receive their entire
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attention, the wheels, infinitesimally small, which they are employed
in turning in the great social machine, prevent them from having
the sentiment of a complete unity, or even of the unity of one science
with others. Yet it is this sentiment which constitutes public
opinion. Hence their work becomes “ a simple tribute to material
necessity ” instead of being thc happy fulfilling of a social duty.

Our system of education is no more in kecping with the
positivist conception than with the idealistic. Auguste Comte
says: “The first and essential condition of positive education,
intellectual as well as moral, ought to consist in a vigorous
universality.” He expressly desires “an  education capable of
varied extension, but according to a system always identical and
cqual” What is universal in the sciences is, according to him,
to be found in their spirit, in their methods and their great
results ; this is the positive ground-work of scientific education,
and so Auguste Comte saw in the specialism of studies, one of the
greatest and most growing cvils which are retarding a moral and
intellectual rennaissance in France, and he held that all the forces
of socicty ought to be employed in opposing such a direction
being given to our intellectual forces. There is but one remedy
for this cvil, and it is in an cducation at once broad and general,
and at the same time unified, and which may serve as the
common ground-work for ulterior specialties.

This cvil exists even in Germany. The illustrious rector of the
Academy of Berlin, M. Dubois-Raymond, strongly opposes
“ industrialism ” when it is made the cnd of scientific cducation.
“ The sciences, separated from the philosophic spirit, result,” he says,
“in a narrowing of the intellect and in destroying any scnsc of
the idcal.” If the sciences arc on this side in touch with industrial
progress, they ought on the other side to strive after moral
progress. What is positive science outside of morality, other than
a superior force more dangerous perhaps than brutal, because it is
morc powerful, but as has been said scarcely more worthy of
respect.

In primary cducation, scicntific instruction, which has become
morc and morc cxtended, has in no way clevated the moral
standard, but, on thc contrary, has lowecred it. We will not
maintain that the fault lies in the study of the sciences, but it is
certain that this study. scparated from moral cducation, develops
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in the child a foolish, presumptive spirit, which in later life makes
him a social pariah. It is a fact that the judicial statistics show
that at the commencement of the century out of 100 criminals 61
were without education, and 39 had received some instruction.
From such a proportion it was concluded that ignorance was the
principal cause of crime, and that an cffort should be made to
extend primary instruction. *“ Now that it is become obligatory,”
says M. Gayau, “the result is simply reversed, for out of 100
accused, 70 have received instruction in grammar and the sciences,
and 30 have not. We also know that the number of mis-
demecanors and crimes is on the increase among children. The
studies of any kind with which the school programmes are
burdened, have no other corrective than a strong moral education.
If, in secondary education, the sciences should succeed in absorbing
all at the expensc of literature and philosophy, we are persuaded
that there would result in every respect an evident demoralization.

ALFRED FOUILLEE,




THE CONDITION OF EDUCATION IN FRANCE.

HE article on “ The Moral and Social Organization of Educa-

tion,” which appeared in the Rewue des Deux Mondes, and which
I have translated for the KNOX COLLEGE MONTHLY, explains itself,
but it is not improbable that some readers may not understand the
condition of education in France, or the circumstances which have
called forth the present strong protest from nearly all sections of
French society against the present system.

At the Revolution in 1789, the system of education then exist-
ing shared in the general breaking up of social and national life.
Acts were passed by the National Government alienating from the
schools and colleges, and from the universities, those revenues on
which they had hitherto depended, and in September, 1793, a decree
was issued which resulted in the closing of the higher schools and
colleges, and especially of the University of Paris. To the minds of
Girondin and Jacobin alike, the University which had existed for a
thousand years, and had exercised a very great influence on the
development of the national lifc of France, was identificd with the
privileges which the higher classcs, the nobility and the clergy,
had exclusively enjoyed. The revenues of the schools and colleges
as well as of the University, were largely derived from tithes and
other taxes, which fell almost entirely on the middle and lower
classes, while the University had also a large amount of landed
property. The clergy had almost complete control of the educa-
tional system. The opposition to the system therefore arose from
two sides : from the nationalists on the onc hand, and oun the other
from that class which had accepted the teaching of the Encyclo-
padists and was opposcd to the influence of the clergy.

Some cfforts were madce to remodel the system of education
by such men as Mirabecau, Talleyrand and Condorcet, but the
unscttled state of the country, and its virtual bankruptcy during
the long Napoleonic wars, prevented any successful attempt till
1840. But a low materialistic philosophy and a strong spirit of
utilitarianism had taken poss[cssicin of the French mind ; the
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associations with the carlier system of cducation were not the
happiest, and the new system was distinguished by several peculiar
features in accordance with the utilitarian spirit. The University
of Paris was not restored, but there were established in Paris and
other parts of France schools, which are composed of what are
called Faculties. These are largely of a scientific character, and each
Faculty has its own specialty, to which it gives almost exclusive
attention. Secondary instruction is given in the Lyceum, and
even here, too, scientific studies occupy a large place. Mr.
Fouillée gives some of the subjects studied in the fifth and sixth
forms, where the scholar may be supposed to be in his fifteenth or
sixteenth year. Further changes were made in 188s, but still in
the direction of the sciences.

The result of the prominence given to scientific subjects, with
their utilitarian and materialistic spirit, and the virtual crowding
out of the more liberal studies, has had a most prejudical influence
on higher learning and general culture in France.

In 1864 M. Renan wrote a most spirited article in the Revue
des Deux Mondes, calling attention to the evil. In 1871 M.
Duruy, who was at one time Minister of Education, and whose
historics and other literary works are so valuable, gave to the
same review, a series of articles in which he considered the whole
state of cducation in France, and enveighed against the evils
resulting from the existing system. Still other articles have
appeared from the pen of M. Lavissc.

The whole literary mind of France has lately been much
occupied with the subject, and there is a growing feeling of the
necessity for educational reform, and for a return to the almost
exclusive studies of “Aumanities,” reserving the sciences princi-
pally for professional studies, except in so far as they deal with
genéral scientific principles.

Italy has been passing through a very similar phasc of cduca-
tional life, arising from similar causes, and attended with similar
results. But measures arc now being taken to reform the system
of education, to postpone scientific studies to a late period of the
student’s course, and even to confine them to purely professional
studies.

England, Scotland, and especially Germany, have been more
conservative. In Germany, a boy in the Realschule, as in the
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Gymnasium, gives all his time to the study of the languages,
ancient and modern, and to simple mathematics, including algebra.
Yet Germany has her scientific schools, and it is well known that
they are equal to any in Europe. But the student cannot enter
these till he has been thoroughly grounded in the liberal studics—
the /Zumanities. Only then is he deemed fitted to take up the
sciences, and they are taken up in a practical form—not so much
in the class-room as in the laboratory.

In the neighbouring Republic, where utilitarianism is the
watchword that opens every avenue of life, it is natural that
scientific studies should take a prominent place. Harvard, and
especially Yale, are doing what they can to impart a higher and
truer culture, but they cannot wholly resist the prevailing tendency.

In Canada education is moving in much the same direction.
Scientific studies have been introduced into our already over-bur-
dened school curriculum, and it is only natural that we should find
the same principle prevailing in our universitics.

I have translated the accompanying article from the 15th of
July number of the Revue des Deux Mondes, because 1 believe that
it is an unbiassed opinion of the comparative educative value of
scientific and of humanistic or liberal studies, while it sets forth
very clearly the true mode in which scientific studies ought to be
pursued. I ieel that our system of education in Canada is taking
a wrong direction, and I would fain hope that the cexperience of
other countries may have some influence in changing that direc-
tion.

I would take the liberty of asking the friends of education in
Canada, and especially the Ministers of Education, thoughtfully to
examine the article. I have translated it somewhat hurriedly and
have been more anxious to preserve its meaning than to repro-
duce its beauty of style. '

Gro. D. FERGUSON.

Queen's University, Kingston.
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LAYMEN IN THE PULPIT.

N discussing the relations of the layman to the pulpit, or hig
claims upon its privileges, it is necessary to have clear views as
to the Gospel Ministry. Certain Separatists, such as the Quakers,
and especially the Plymouth Brethren, contend that there is no
Gospel Ministry, and arc particularly strenuous in their opposition
to a salaried ministry, claiming that all believers have an equal
right to speak, as the Holy Spirit prompts them, that the Holy
Spirit alone has the right to teach, and thar He can teach through
any member of the Body of Christ ; 1o human appointment being
necessary for that purpose.

If that be truc, there is no question to discuss.  All are upon
the same footing, call them laymen or clergymen. The distinc-
tion is only conventional, and has no scriptural authority. It is
necessary at the outset to settle this question, which is not a very
difficult undertaking.

In the first place, and on the surface, is the argument of
common sensc. God is the author of order and not of confusion
In the organization of societies, civil or ccclesiastical, in the Old
Testament times, officers were appointed as necessary to the
continued existence of such socictics. The universal law of the
division of labour demands it. And whilst therc are certain
changes that make the Church of the New Testament differ from
that of the Old, yet men are the same, the constitution of society
is radically unchanged, and needs to be constructed on the same
natural plans. .

But we are not confined to the argument of common scnse.
We have ample testimony in the Scripture, that the Hcad of the
Church intended that there should be a regular ministry.
There arce special titles given and dutics prescribed that make it
manifest that this was the Lord’s intention. He gave to some
Apastles, to some Prophets, ctc., for the perfecting of the saints,
for the work of ministering, for the cdifying of the Body of
Christ.  So long as the work E)f n]'xinistcring is needed, until the
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edifying of the Body of Christ is accomplished, officers will be
needed, and that will be until the consummation of all things. “ How
shall they hear without a preacher?”

That these officers are to be continuous, appears from the fact
that Timothy was instructed (2 Tim. ii, 2.) to commit unto
faithful men, competent to teach others, the things that he had
seen and heard from Paul. And, accordingly, Timothy went
about organizing and appointing officers in the churches—officers
whom he regarded as competent to teach, as the Apostle Paul
himself had been in the habit of doing.

Further, in the Epistles to Timothy and Titus, the Apostle
specified the qualifications that should be sought in order to
appointment. They were to be men who ruled well their own
houses, not greedy of filthy lucre, apt to teach—men, in short, in
whom the gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit were manifest, and
who were likely to discharge their duties to the edifying of the
Church.

In addition, there are solemn warnings given by the Lord
himself, and by the Apostles, in order to stimulate faithfulness in
discharging the duties that pertain to the office. They are to
watch for souls as men that must give an account. Blessed is
the steward that will be found watching when his Lord comes.

These and other arguments prove that in the Church there is to
be, by the Lord’s own appointment,a ministry, whose special function
it is to teach; and all Scripture passages quoted as teaching
the opposite are easily reconciled with that manifest position.

It is objected that there arc certain predictions of a time coming
when “they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and
every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord; for they shall all
know Me, from the least of them even unto the greatest of them,
saith the Lord.” In answer, let it be observed that, accepting the
interpretation of such objectors, that time has not yet come ; and
that if it did come it would do away with the exhortations of
Plymouth Brethren as well as with the sermons of ministers. But,
if we adopt the interpretation of exegetes, more intelligent and
much more likely to be correct,and find the reference not to the doing

away of consecrated orders and ordained teachers, but to the devel-
opment of religion not only from nationalism to universalism, but
aiso from nationalism to individualism, and to a new covenant
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made not with a single nation but with a single soul—if we accept
this more enlightened exegesis the entire force of the objection
vanishes,

It is also objected that because belicvers are all kings and
priests to God, a royal priesthood, official distinctions have passed
away. But Israel, which is called a “nation of griests,” had an
official priesthood. So now all believers are to offer spiritual sacri-
fices, but some in the pulpit and some in the pew.

Then, we are to consider the layman in the pulpit, not from the
standpoint of the Separatist, who refuses to recognize a Gospel
Ministry, but from that of those who do acknowledge the existence
of such an order, specially appointed by the Lord of the Church, to
be the teachers of the Church in spiritual things—to break unto
them the Bread of Life.

The fact that such a ministry has ‘been appointed, implies that
they are to exercise authority in the Church, and the Church
is exhorted to submit to that authority.

That authorit:- is to be exercised always, not in the spirit of
lording it over God’s heritage, but in the spirit of loving service.
Nevertheless it is authority, and it should be exercised and main-
tained for the purity and edification of the Church.

It should be noted that this authority comes not from in-
tellectual gifts or natural ability. There may be a man in the
congregation of better natural gifts than the minister, but that is
no more reason why he should displace the minister in the pulpit,
than that a civilian with large gifts should displace the magistrate
on the bench who is less gifted. The magistrate is the regularly
appointed official, and should perform the duties of his office. So
should the regularly constituted ministry maintain the authority of
its appointment, and, whilst natural gifts are to be valued, they are
not the chief instrument the Lord uses. He has chosen the weak
things of the world to confound the mighty.

It should also be noted that this authority does not depend
upon the views held as to the nature of Ordination. We may
hold the lowest view, that ordination means simply designation to
office, or the highest view, that ordination means the communica-
tion of Divine Grace for the performance of the duties of office. In
either case there is authority—the authority of the Church of Christ,
that gives the appointment. The higher the view entertained as to
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the nature of ordination, the higher the degree of authority. An
Apostle, if such there were, would have higher authority than a
pastor or elder. But authority in some degree, remains or belongs
to the ministerial office,

That being the case, it follows that the ministry should them-
selves respect and maintain their rights, and not needlessly and
unnecessarily surrender those rights into the hands of others to
whom they do not belong. Of course the best way to maintain
authority is not through that officialism which magnifies office apart
from character. The strongest bulwark of ministerial authority,
is ministerial character and fruitfulness. But still there is an
officialism characteristic of every office, and if that is ignored, we
so far lose the prestige and weight of whatever official position we
occupy.

Hence we should not needlessly encourage or submit to the
insinuations, reflections, or detractions in which many laymen so
freely indulge. Many layworkers who call themselves Evangelists,
seck to establish their claims to a peculiar superiority by depreciat-
ing the regular ministry. They irnagine that by proving the regular
ministry to be unfaithful they have established, beyond all con-
tradiction, their consuming zeal for the glory of God. Ministers,
while not indulging in resentment, or returning evil for cvil, should
very emphatically express their disapproval of such disparage-
ment. They owe it to their office so to do.

And further, in order to maintain this authority, ministers
should distinguish between those who are regularly appointed, and
those who run without being sent and think themselves the better
on that account. Many so-called evangelists are of that character.
They are self-appointed, own no Church connection, recogni~- .10
Church authority, are absolutely their own masters, can do zs they
please, none daring to make them afraid. Now without discussing
the office of an evangelist, one thing is certain, that if such there
be, he should belong somewhere. Respect for the offices of the
Church demands that, apart from the grievous consequences
that may otherwise follow. If such an order is nceded, let the
Church appoint men of suitable gifts, but let her not dishoncur
her Lord’s appointment and expose herself to peril, by receiv-
ing without question every peripatetic evangelist that may present
himself.
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This official authority in the Church of God carries with it
corresponding responsibility. Does not the fact that a man is
solemnly appointed imply, not simply that he may, but that he
ought to perform the duties of his office, and not relieve himsclf by
calling in at pleasure the assistance of somecone else? If he is not
qualified, if his ministry is not blessed to the congregation, should
he not seriously seck to ascertain the cause, and, it may be, hold
himself responsible for the failure? Instead of turning to the
human, should he not call in the Divine, get the needed qualifica-
tion from Heaven and perform his own work. It seems fairly to
follow from the Divine appointment to an office that needed grace
will be given. And to yield to discouragement too readily, and
necedlessly to acknowledge failure, is to reflect upon the faithfulness
of Him who said : “ All power is given to me: lo, I am with you
alway.” How can pecople be expected to honour an office or an
officer, when they sce extrancous aid called in once or twice a year
to do that which the minister himself should do, but, confessing his
inability, fails to do.

When, however, outside aid is sought, the authority of office
implies that the minister is responsible for the character of the
tcaching imparted to the people over whom he is placed. He
should rarcly, if cver, give up the reins to another, not even when
properly appointed, much less to an irresponsible cxotic who
belongs nowiere but is found everywhere.

It may be asked, “ \What is tc be done with the lay talent found
in all our congregations?” Use it; usc it the utmost; it is all
nceded, but usc it under control.  There arc many ways of using
it in morc private capacitics than in the pulpit. Ordinarily the
ministers should themsclves perform the duties of the pulpit.  But
if the lay clement be used in pulpit ministrations it should be with
a scnse of responsibility, and it may be taken for granted that the
kind of lay ability that is not willing to be used in any lower or
narrower sphere than the pulpit is, probably, not yet in the spiritual
condition that msakes it capable of being used anywhere to cdifi-
cation. A duc scnsc of the responsibilitics of the pulpit should
restrain @ man from rashly undertaking its work. The Puritan
fathers, many of them saintly men, with the greatest hesitation,
even when in want of an ordained minister, undertook to enter the
pulpit. Avoiding cxtremes on cither side, what we need is a
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suitable sense of the importance of the work, the sacredness of the
office, and the responsibility of the appointment; then the wisc
course will be followed as the Spirit guides.

As to the large number of laymen, such as Duncan Matheson,
D. L. Moody, and others, whose work the Lord has signally
blessed, suffice it to say that they were good and useful men ; but
they would have been none the worse or less useful had they stood
in such relation to the Church as would honour the Church’s Head
by rccognizing His appointments. God has blessed them not
because of, but in spitc of, the irrcgularity of their work.

R. P. MacCKay.
Parkdale.

TO-DAY.

One golden coin you have: To-Dav:
The YESTERDAYS are yours no morc;
God holds To-Morrow in His storc ;

And you must choosc for what to pay,

Or give your yolden coin away.

. . .
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“What d'ye iack?¥  If you should buy
The miser's hoard or pleasurc’s folly,
You yet will {feed on mclancholy ;
The phantom prize will lightly fly,
And nought he left hut memory.

£
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“Tis best to gift the weasurc-trove ;
There's aany a heart with larger need
Will bless you for the kindly decd <
And Gratitude will cver prove
“The splendid interest of Love.

R. & G. ANDBERSON,
Si. Helens.
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E sce consumptive parents perpetuate in the lungs of some or
all of their children or grand-children the tendency to form
tubercles in the lungs, which send a large majority of them and
their descendants to a premature grave. The scrofulous transmit
to the gencrations following them, in an ever-wideni g stream, a
predisposition to glandular discase, which leaves the body liable to
be stricken down, not only with this most persistent of diseases,
but also with acute discases which more readily prey upon a sys-
tem weakened by reason of tendencies inherited from the pareats.
A chain is only as strong as the weakest link. A fort is only as
impregnable as its weakest part.  So when any dcebilitated organ
gives way the enamy has possession of the bulwarks, and the
citadel is in danger.

Even in those cases in which no apparent reason can be given
for a decided chang: of constitution, yct this deviation becomes a
natural heritage. This is illustrated in /dinos, who are to be
found among all the diverse human races on the face of the globe.
This absence of colouring matter from the cyes, hair and skin ap-
pears in children of normal parents, but, when once in existence, it
is transmissible as a patrimony. The samec is truc of the other
extreme, called etansm, of hairlip, of abnormal spinal column, of
supcernumerary fingers and tocs, of acutencess in the organs of sense,
and of perversions of taste.  Of coursc, many of these peculiaritics
have not the pertinacity of reproduction scen in blood discases, and
so in time the normal condition is reinstated.

Moral, intcllectual, cmotional, affectional qualitics and instincts
are inherited in the same way, even to collateral lines of ancestry.
It is truc the exceptions arc many from causcs beyond human ken,
but these legacics are in such a preponderating majority that they
must be admitted as rules regulating descent.

It is casy to be scen then that in a few decades the individual
comcs to affect a family; the family, a race; and the race, a specices.

It is onc of thosc influcnces which (;0(‘5 not startle by its maliguity
[146]
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as epidemics do. It slowly, quictly, but pertinaciously saps vitality,
thwarts nature’s efforts towards health, and in the end conquers
the vital forces. Good can be transmitted from race to race as
well as evil qualities, but unfortunately the latter predominate.

It is not to be wondered at that certain blood diseases arc thus
transmitted from parcents to children, when we notice how even
healthy traits of character are handed down to posterity ; the pecu-
liar walk; the movements of the hands and head; the facial cxpres-
sion ; the hot or cold temperament ; the transmission of aptitudes
originally acquired by personal habit ; the bequeathing of distinct-
ive mozal and mental capacities ; and a thousand other likenesses
and peculiaritics can be traced in families for generations. Each
person need only study himself in these salient points to be sur-
prisingly cognizant of how much he imitates or follows onc or
both progenitors in movements, fecling, modes of thought and ten-
dencies.

Prominent and characteristic outlines of nose, chin, mouth, ears
and cyes are reproduced in families, and remain thus in the suc-
cessive progeny. The Jews and Gipsies are good illustrations of
this law of like producing like. All the Bourbons had aquiline
noses; the members of the Royal House of Austria have thick lips.
Other illustrious races are said to be flat-footed, until it has be-
come a common saying that this natural depression of the arch o
the foot is a sign of royal descent.  Burton says, in his “ Anatomy
of Melancholy,” “ The famous family of (Enobarbi were known of
old, and so surnamcd from their red beards ; and those Indian flat
noses arc propagated ; the Bavarian chin, and goggle cyes among
the Jews, as Bustorfius observes ; their voice, pace, gestures, looks,
are likewise derived with @/l ke vest of thely condittons and infivm-
ties.”

Idiosyncrasies cxist in familics, such as intolerance of certain
foods, as pork ; and medicines, as opium. Life Assurance Com-
panics build chances of lifc in those who have long-lived ancestors.
The prolific tendencies of some familics, as well as races, are often
subjects of caustic humour and jocular gossip. The voving and
stoical Indian, the cmotional Negro, the phlegmatic German, the
volatile and gesticulating Frenchman, the sturdy, conl-headed, slow
and persevering Anglo-Saxon, and the imitative, plodding, observ-
ant Chinaman, are only cvidences of the law of heredity applied
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to nations. The American people, although in some of the States
they are mainly descendants of English immigrants of two centu-
ries ago, still shew the substantial features of their sires. The
same is true of the people in those parts of the United States
settled by the Teutonic and Gallic races many years ago. The
purely American features of character may crop up, yet, the traits
of the nation from whence they originally sprang stand out prom-
inently. Any one who observed closcly the distinctive appear-
ances, actions, habits and temperaments of the various regiments
drawn from diffzrent parts of the Union, on both sides, during the
recent Civil War, could not help but be struck with this, We
need only look to the Zaditant of Quebcec, the children of Germans
where they are settled, and of the Highlanders and English in
different counties of Canada, to be convinced of this statement.
We nced only point to the history of illustrious families to
shew that gigantic intellects are transmissible: Napier, Pitt, Fox,
Herschel, Bach, and many such might be quoted to establish this
fact. t is true there are cxceptions to this rule, as seen in the
descendants of Cromwell, Goethe, Milton, Burns and Scott. These
deviations from a gencral law may casily be explained, when it is
considered how much maternal influence affects offspring, especi-
ally if mediocrity is joined to towering genius, and children
partake of the similitude of the former. The least change in the
conditions of cxistence may overbalance the characteristics which
go to form greatness. This is seen in the many examples history
produces of great geniuses hovering all their lives on the border-
land of insanity. The lcast untoward circumstance upscts the
giant mind ; so thc many deviations of even a minor character,
which may be inherited, often readily upset the cquilibrium of
physical and mental vitality sufficiently to change the whole
naturc of a man. An imperceptible defect in a lens may distort
the fairest vicw. The lcast change in the ultimate clements of a
chemical substance will entirely affect the physical appearance
and radical propertics of a substance. A drop of foul water will
pollute the contents of a large cistern of purc water.  In an ana-
logical way this tendency to great change from apparently minor
causes is truc of natural heritage. A man of impulses with dis-
crction and judgment may go through life without committing
himsclf to rash acts for want of fercthought. His son may have
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the passionate nature, but may be dcficient in the powers which
regulate conduct. A parent of good mind and morality may give
to a child intellect, but the morals may naturally be of a low
standard, and from this want of balance he may become an expert
counterfeiter, burglar or bank dcfaulter, or, on the other hand, he
may be of good behaviour and consistent character, but his mental
capacity may be of a low order. A child may inherit splendid
talents but they arc practically uscless if he is deficient in pru-
dence, pertinacity and industry. The least change in the imparted
physical elements may unhinge the whole man. The rule,
however, holds good that like conditions in parents will produce
like results in children. The proportions of each may be some-
what changed, and in this way aptitudes, peculiaritics, and simi-
larity may not be as striking as is a photograph, yet, when ali
the figures of cach case are closely scrutinized in relation to
parentage it will surprise the student how much in common with
the parents the most diverse children possess. Even the public
make it subject of remark when one child of a family differs from
the rest. The history of cvery neighbourhood shews that some
families arc notorious for their wickedness, and when occasion-
ally onc member of it turns out an honest man, the fact is looked
upon as a gratifying wonder. On the other hand the exclamation
of “who would have thought it ?” is often hcard when an honour-
able race produces a rascal, but it is explained away by the remark,
“ There are black sheep in cvery flock.”

Comte never said a truer thing then when he wrote the axiom
that “ Mankind is as one man, always living and always learning-
The growth of intclligence is gradual, and spreads from the one
to the many; until by a process of ingraining, these become
changed in organization and producc aptitudes, rising into facul-
tics as the result of modes of thought passing down through a
scrics of generations.”  On the same point Maudesley says : “ The
causcs of defective cercbral development, which is the physical
condition of idiocy arc often traccable to parents. Frequent
intermarriage in familics may undoubtedly lead to a degeneration
which manifests itself in individuals by deaf-mutism, albinism
and idiocy. Out of 300 idiots in the State of Massachusetts,
whose historics were carcfully investigated, as many as 145 were
the offspring of intemperate pavents. Here, as clsewhere in
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nature, like produces like, and the parent who makes himself a
temporary lunatic or idiot by his degrading vice, propagates his kind
in procreation, and entails on his children the curse of a hopeless
fate.” (“ The Physiology and Pathology of Mind.”)

“ A horse,” says Darwin, “is trained to certain paces, and the
colt inherits similar movements. Nothing in the whole circuit of
physiology is more wonderful. How can the use or disuse of a
particular limb or of the brain affect a small aggregate of repro-
ductive cells in such a manner that the being developed from
them inherits the character of either one or both parents? Even
an imperfect answer to this question would be satisfactory.”
Youmans, the well-known veterinary surgeon, says: “ The first
axiom we would lay down 1is this, like will produce like; the
progeny will inherit the qualities, however mingled, of the
parents. We would refer to the subject of diseases, and state our
perfect conviction that there is scarcely onc of which either of
the parents is affected that the foal will not inherit, or, at least,
the predisposition to it; even the consequences of hard work or
#/l-usage will descend to the progeny. We have had proof upon
proof that blindness, roaring, thick wind, broken wind, curbs,
spavins, ringbones and founder have been bequeathed both by the
sireand the dam to the offspring. It should likewisc by recollected
that, although these blemishes may not appear in the immediate
progeny, they frequently will in the next generation.”

It is also interesting to note how external marks, skin diseases,
deformity, and cven accidental deficiencies have been transmitted.
There arc exceptions—which is a matter for congratulation—but
it shows how great the tendency to reproduce the like exists.
The amount of suffering, disease and death which could be
prevented by judicious living, can never be estimated. It becomes
a serious estimate to know how much epidemics of crime, personal
responsibility in violation of law, unbiassed volition, and moral
turpitude depend on causes beyond the control of the individual,
Free agency is given to all in a greater or less degree, but in no
two of the sons or daughters of Adam is it alike powerful and
unshackled. It is a question of onc or many talents put to usury.

It will be seen then that what is true in respect to physical and
intellectual reproduction is also none the less truc of the moral
nature as far as tendencies, propensities and desires go. The
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volition may be strong enough to counteract them, but they may,
and do often clog the progress towards morality in thought and
good conduct. Lecky, in his “ History of European Morals,” truly
says: “ There are men whose whole lives are spent in willing one
thing and desiring the opposite.”

The man whose progenitors were not habitual drunkards, and
who has consequently no taste for intoxicating liquors, can claim
no particular virtue in abstaining from the intoxicating cup, but
the man in whom has been transmitted a taste for it may be
obliged to maintain a heroic struggle all his life against the
temptation. The same is true of all our moral instincts, and those
who judge harshly of a fallen brother or a degraded sister can
never be competent arbiters unless they can sece the secret springs
of action. Dr. Elam says in “ A Physician’s Problems,” “that all
the pussions appear to be distinctly h_reditary—anger, fear, envy,
jealousy, libertinage, gluttony, drunkenness—all are liable to be
transmitted to the offspring, especially if both parents are alike
affected ; and this, as has often been proved, not by force of
example or cducation merely, but by direct constitutional inheri-
tance.” The transmission of specific defects or moral lapses must
be taken in a general sensc.

Statistics which do not exclude such outside influences as bad
sanitation, cvil example, vicious education and generally malign
cnvironment are only partly true. These are ad extra causes of
evil which work mischiefin the individual, with or without inherent
moral weakness. If generation after gencration is reared in such a
soil then the dwarfed fruitage does not make itsclf manifest solely
because of the defective sced which is planted, but largely because
of hindrances to {ull fruition in the conditions necessary to growth
and development. So a large percentage of these descendants, vwho
arc handicapped by defective organizations, could break from their
thraldom were the cducation, habits, example and surroundings in
a linc to clevate the moral standard of the individual.

There is a school of materialistic physiologists who reduce man
physically, mentally and morally, to a merc awtomaton. Mental
action and moral judgments are mere sceretions of nerve activity.
The initiatory force to set in action our volitions, rcasonings,
imagination, affcction, cmotions, and even our consciousness, is
always nerve encrgy. There is no mind entity behind this
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directing and controlling force in any degree. The FLgo isonly a
resultant of the Non-Ego, and we are all mere machines obeying
perforce the behest of brain molecules. There is no spontaniety
independent of, in the least degree, the mandate of this autocratic
taskmaster, I vainly imagine that my mind is dictating com-
mands to my hand to do the writing I am now engaged in. It is
a delusion according to this doctrine, for the first movement was
that of a nerve atom, and out of it sprang an idea, and then a
volition. That is the sequence of phenomena in the act of writing.
I have the conceit in my conscious being that I am making my
brain a servant of my ideation in the conception of the thoughts in
this monograph. I feel within me a certain liberty of action, to do
or not to do, within certain circumscribed limits, according to my
individual capacity, which rio reasoning can banish from my
consciousness made manifest in my daily experience. According
to the modern school of physiologists this is a mistake, and to
overthrow the argument even the evidence of consciousness is ruled
cut of court. Itis the chief witness of the defence, hence its evi-
dence must be rejected These speculations would do very little
harm were it not that of necessity they lead to a fatalism in respect
to human action. There can be no cthics and no responsibility in
such a system of belief, hence it is claimed by such that heredity is
absolute in its operations, not only gencrically but specifically.
The human machine always produces its like in the bequeathment
of crime, even to specific kinds, like produces like, because of an
unalterable law of similarity, from whose thraldom there is no
manumission. All admit the reign of law everywhere. It is seen
in the abnormal as well as in the normal, in disease as well as in
health, and in diversity as well as in simiarity. There are no two
leaves upon the same trce alike; there are no two grains of sand
exactly duplicates of one another; there are no two dewdrops
similar in size and outline; there are no two individual animals
alike in all respects, even of the same species; there are not and
never have been two human beings counterparts of one another,
not even twins, hence heredity is always under a law of general
likeness but of particular difference. This diversity is an open door
in our prison-house of parental transmission. We are not identical
with our parents in traits of character, idiosyncrasies, disposition
and physical constitution. Brothers and sisters of the same parents
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differ very much in salient points of appearance, individuality, and
even potentiality. There is much in common, but the diversity is
striking, This is not inherited, and in these new and changed
conditions lie the loop-hole of escape from the bondage of con-
genital defect or deterioration. In this direction the downward
tendency is arrested, and the ascension to primal healthy condi-
tions is made along these pathways of diversity. In this, law is as
paramount and ever present as in that system which sees no
frcedom in volition and no truthfulness in the 47cta of a conscious
existence, beyond inexorable fate and machine-made ideality
resident in and a resultant of material forces which are the authors
of their being, and which, in the end, as cause and effect, must
perish together.

The sad truth is seen among the living and the dead. “Our
fathers have sinned, and are not; and we have borne their iniqui-
ties.” The silver lining in the dark cloud is, that although this
heritage may descend to the third or fourth generation, the laws of
health re-assert themselves throughout all time, to bring order out
of confusion. Did this upward tendency not exist, we might
despair of mankind recovering a lost estate, but it is an incentive
to virtue and well-doing that ever struggles to gain the mastery,
and all victorics won are influences which not only assure us of
easicr triumphs in the future, but they also remove stumbling-
blocks out of the way of those who come after.

Dr. Elam truthfully says: “In one we have an impulsive
nature, in which, between the idea and the act, there is scarcely an
interval ; in another, the proneness to yield to temptation of any
kind—a feeble power of resistance, inherited either from the orig:-
nal or the acquirved nature of the parent; in the third we have an
imbecile judgment ; in a fourth, an enfeebled vacillating will ; in a
fifth, or in all, 2 conscience by naturc or habit torpid, and all but
dormant. All these arc the normal representatives of an unsound
parentage ; and all arc potentially the parents of an unsound pro-
geny ; in all is moral liberty weakened ; in all is responsibility
not an absolute but a relative idea.”

Dr. Qliver Wendell Holmes pithily and ironically puts the
position of human judgment in this way : “Itis singular that we
recognize all the bodily defects that unfit a man for military ser-
vice, and all the intellectual ones that limit his range of thought ;
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but always talk at him as though all his moral powers were per-
fect. Some persons talk about the human will as if it stood on a
high out-look, with plenty of light and clbow-room, reaching to
the horizon. Doctors are constantly noticing how it is tied up and
darkened by inferior organization, by disecase, and all sorts of
crowding interferences, until they begin to look upon Hottentots
and Indians—and a good many of their own race, too—as a kind
of self-conscious blood-clocks, with very limited power of self-deter-
mination ; and they find it as hard to hold a child accountable, in
any moral point of view, for inherited bad temper or tendency to
drunkenness, as they would to blame him for inherited gout or
asthma. Iach of us is only the footing-up of a double column of
figures that goes back to the first pair. Every unit tells, and some
of them are p/us and some minus. If the columns don’t add up
right, it is commonly because we can’t make out all the figures.”

Ribot, an cminent French author on heredity, alleges two
causes as among the chief at work in cascs where the law of trans-
mission does not obviously manifest itself. The first is the dispro-
portion of an initiatory force to the amount of cnergy it may
liberate or direct, as in the slight agencies by which fires are lit or
explosions set off. The accidental surroundings of a mother before
the birth of her child may affect it for life in a way altogether dis-
proportionate to the forces at work. The second cause which
often tends to obscure evidence of heredity is the transformation
in development of characteristics which arc the same at root.
Thus, a consumptive father has a son who suffers from rheumatism
or paralysis. Here the transmission has simply becn that of a
feeble constitution which gives way in the first circumstances of
severe trial and takes these or kindred forms.

A very superficial student of the human constitution cannot
fail to observe that although there is this transmitted gencral
uniformity, there is also a striking diversity. The samcness has
been continued at least during the historic, and cven prchistoric
times. If Cuvicr is to be belicved, cats, dogs, apes, oxen and
many kinds of birds found in the catacombs arc similar to thosc of
our own day, and thc Egyptian mummy of a man of four thou-
sand years ago does not differ in structure, outline and proportion,
from the man of to-day. This unchanged general sameness is
interesting, in shewing that with fair play naturc will be true to its
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original. It is the futile cfforts of this original power to reproduce
its like, because of rebellion in its domain, which causes the
anarchy in this confederation of forces. The engine may Le well
constructed, and able to generate much steam, but if the safety-
valve is dangerously poised, the governor improperly hung, and
the balance wheel out of proportion, the strength of the engine is
greatly wasted and impeded. So in man each one is controlled by
different forces cxpended in various ways to the disadvantage of
the motive power. The influence of this law might be put in this
way for illustration. It may be supposed that three culprits were
selected at random for committing a like crime under preciscly
similar circumstances. Were it possible for us to get behind the
external acts and sce the motives and tendencies which impelled
each, it would be found that no two did the unlawful deeds under
exactly similar impulses. Assuming 100 to be the standard of a
normal man, it might be found that the inherited propensity of
cach to do evil would be hypothetically 82, 76, 40. The resisting
power of cach against the doing of certain things, and the impell-
ing momentum of volition to do others diametrically opposite,
might be supposed to stand in some such relation. It follows,
then, that the crime of him who had the more powerful stimulus
for good, and the less constitutional incubus to deter, would, in the
eye of Omniscience, be much more guilty than the poor creature
whose volition would be so largely dominated over and hedged
round by hindrances no mortal may know. This inequality needs
no argument to prove it, for in a greater or less degree it enters
into the experience of everyone. Law deals out to the three equal
penalties, their infliction being based on external acts, yet their
actual guilt would comparatively be very uncqual. For the Iast
year and a half an epidemic of murder and other atrocities have
been sweeping over this Province, and any one who has inquired
into the history of cach transgressor of law will be struck with the
different circumstances which have surrounded cach, anterior to
the perpetration of the crime. The family history, the education
by precept and example, the wilfulness uncurbed, the vicious
license unrestrained, the natural perversity, and the inherited ten-
dencies so different in cach, shew how much one man has to con-
tend against to resist crime more than another, and to what extent
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the judgment and moral sense of each is warped by these under-
lying forces.
“Tis with our judgment as our watches ; none
Go just alike, yet each believes his own.”

It is easy to be understood then, that if natural traits are thus
so rcadily reproduced in offspring, it needs no stretch of imagina-
tion to conceive that the same law in operation in disease means
the deterioration of the whole man in himself and his succession.
There is a lincage of disease as truly as there is a legacy of health,
there is a bequest of moral or immoral qualities as surely asa
devise of mental excellency. Dr. Dugdale, of New York, traced
by reliable records the individual history of cach of the descend-
ants of one Margaret Jukes, throughout six generations, and from
this mother sprang 709 persons, every one of whom were cither
idiots, murderers, thieves, robbers, or prostitutes. Criminal statis-
tics are full of such examples. The same tendency to procreate
its kind in certain forms of disease is seen on every hand, especially
in lunatic asylums. This persistent proneness would soon become
extinct if its cumulative and exciting cause would only cease;
because the human system is always struggling towards health.
This vital effort would in the end conquer the enemy by *“a sur-
vival of the fittest,” were it not for the constant reinforcements of
acquired or inherited weakly constitutions, brought into existence
by ill-assorted marriages, vicious habits, fast living, and general
violations of the laws of hcalth. The epileptic, the consumptive,
the scrofulous, the syphilitic and the insane marry without know-
ledge or reflection, and, as a result, fill our hospitals, asylums and
prisons with their degenerate progeny, or bequeath to them a
brood of ailments which makes a fruitful soil for a crop of deterior-
ated constitutions, which to the unhappy victims of parental folly,
makes life not worth living.  The lower animals are carcfully
assorted and mated because it pays to raise superiv Terds of
domestic production, but no pains are taken to elevate, cnmoble, and
improve physically, mentally, socially and morally the human race
by taking rational steps to eradicate this evil. Morality rightly
forbids law to interposc its arm in this matter, because of the free-
dom of choice which must be allowed to the subject, but here is a
plague spot to root out, against which moral suasion might be
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u. °d with good effect. It would be startling to say how much
indiscreet marriages lie at the root of our social vices and national
sins. The friends of humanity—more especially parents—might
by judicious advice and discreet exposure of consequences fol-
lowing rash selection, do more for their children and generations
yet unborn, than were they to endow them with the richest lega-
cies. The heathen Chinese reward the parents of great men, thus
having regard to this law—-we shower honours on, it may be, their .
worthiess descendants. :

Burton in his “ Anatomy of Melancholy ” says, “ In giving way
for all to marry that will, too much liberty and indulgence in . f
tolerating all sorts, there is a vast confusion of breeds and diseases,
no family secure, no man almost free from grievous infirmity or N
other when no choice is had, but still the eldest must marry ; or,
if rich, be they fools or dizzards, lame or maimed, unable, intem- .
perate, dissolute, exhaust through riot, as it is said, they must be K
wise and able through inheritance; it comes to pass that our
gencration is corrupt, we have many weak persons, both in body
and mind, many fearful deseases raging among us, crazed families,
our fathers bad, and we are likely to be worse.”

Esquirol says, that hereditary insanity exists among the rich to
the extent of one-half, and among the poor one-third. One of the
superintendents of the Bicetre has investigated tiis matter for a
number of years and he believes that in the aggregate at least
seventy-five ger cent. of cases of insanity arise from this cause.
Several eminent jurists go further, and say that all cases must
have a hereditary tendency. These arc doubtless extreme views, ;
but they show how strongly impressed accute observers are with g
the wide-spread influence of parental transmission, too often i
arising from ill-judged alliances.

Dr. Winn, an English physician of note, who has given a great
deal of attention to this subject, summarizes the great jeopardy
those run who thoughtlessly form marital alliances, without
having respect to these laws of descent :

I. If there is a constitutional taint in either father or mother,
on both sides of the contracting parties, the risk is so great, as to
amount almost to a certainty, that their offspring would inherit
some form of discase.
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II. If the constitutional taint is only on one side, cither direct
or collateral through uncles or aunts, and the contracting parties
are both in good bodily health, the risk is diminished one-half and
healthy offspring may be the issue of the marriage.

IT1. If there have been no signs of constitutional disease for a
whole generation we can scarcely consider the risk materially
lessened, as it so frequently reappears after being in abeyance for a
whole generation. If whole generations have cscaped any
symptoms of hereditary discase, we may fairly hope that the
danger has passed, and that the morbific force has expended itself.

It is a pity that the senscless mod~sty of this prudish age for-
bids the use of the plainest language and the most pointed epithets
in dealing with this dclicate subject. The public attention is not
sufficiently directed to it. The physical, mental, and moral well-
being of socicty, it scems, must become sccondary to the unions
which bring wealth, social position, and worldly honour to an ill-
matched pair. The fondness of shoddy and show, of tinsel and
tawdry, of pelf and power, sinks all other considerations ; the cold-
blooded contracts, the wily conspiracics, the well-laid baits to
entrap heirs and heiresses becausce of, and solcly for, the well-filled
purses, would give abundant material for the saddest chapter in the
world’s history. Many of thesc perquisities are not to be despised,
were our subject-matter made the first article of matrimonial law,
next to pure affection for a worthy object.

It is not to be forgotten that important as physical health is,
society necds other conditions than the purely bodily and intel-
lectual to ensure happiness.  The emotions, desires and affections,
must be taken into consideration. Their controlling power is
great, and, if well dirccted, beneficial.  Unfortunately this is not
always the case.  These, in active exercise, often spurn advice and
brook no control.  Affcction will not wait to calmly consider con-
scquences.  Emotion will excite the most wary at all times to do
ill-advised and hasty things upon which hinge untold results.
Cupid is blind, and rcason is too often thrown away on his cqually
sightless followers.  These impulscs are often among the sweetest
expericnces of human life, if guided by discretion and judgment.
If such were always the case, much misery could be avoided and
many sorrows unknown.  The world is a vast hospital to-day, and
will be to the third and fourth gencration, principally becausc of
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ill-adjudged marriages, with all their dread heritage of miscry.
The redeeming feature is, that when such unions take place judi-
cious living and intelligent obedience to nature’s behest may do
much to avert untoward results to themselves and their posterity,
The vitiated system always makes gallant cfforts to recuperate
its fallen condition, if scconded by intelligent conduct and
habit. If the combustibles which are consuming vitality can be
quenched, the fire would soon dic out for want of fuel. The other
alternative is cxtinction from the hydra-headed discases which
follow in the train of marriages begun in folly, continued in
vicious riot and ruinous indulgence, and ending in life-long miscry,
an carly grave or insanity.  This is the rule; let not the exception
lure to risk exemption from a general law. The results are too
momentous to be lightly considered, and strong affection alone
will not be an excuse for a dangcrous cxperiment. If sucha
choice and consummation will overcome all such formidable
obstacles, then is it a Christian duty to so live that the avenging
sword may- be turned aside by that temperance of life, that mod-
cration of desires, that reasonablencss of conduct which may, to
some cxtent, sheathe its keen edge, and blunt its incisive sharpness
for all time to come.
DaNi1EL CLARK.

eMedival Superintendent,
Asvimmn for Tusane, Toronto.
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PROSPECTING IN HONAN.

E left Lin-Ching, on Sept. 1st, and stayed at two places on
the way here. At Wei-Lung, a town in the Chang-te-fu
region, we remained but one day and were not well received. We
could not persuade any one to let us have an inn where we might
treat the sick and teach the people. They seemed very suspicious
of us and said when Dr. McClure was there in the early part of the
year, he cut the pcople with knives and bottled their blood and took
it away with him. If we put the question, “ Did you see him do
this? " “No, but others did,” and some who came to Chang-te-fu
said becausc he did the same thing there the people drove him
from the city. When they would not give us an inn we went in
front of onc of their temples and worked through the forenoon, but
very few came. In the afternoon we determined to go to them if
they would not come to us, so took up a position on the main busi-
ness street in front of a small temple. This plan met with much
greater success, there being no lack of hearers. If this be an indi-
cation of the reception our brethren are to meet with in the Chang-
te-fu region it will cqual last trip’s unplcasantness. “ Who hath
belicved our report”; but cveryonce readily believes every absurd
report about us.

After a day’s work we-left this place and went on to Hsin-
Chen, passing Hsiin-hsicn and Tao-Kon on the way. We will
return to these two citics.  Hsin-Chen, where we spent three days,
was once the head of large river boat navigation, and then had a
flourishing trade, but the tradc has gone to Tao-Kon, ten miles
further down the river. At the time when money was plenty the
merchants built finc houscs, some of them thirty and forty fect
high. When the trade deserted the place so did most of the busi-
ness neen, and now many of these vacant houses are tumbling into
Tuins.

Through our Henan teacher we were introduced to onc of the
chief men in the city, and he tonk us to sce four different com-

pounds, some to scll, some to rent.  Two were in such a tumble-
[x60]
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down state that they would be uninhabitable without a complete
overhauling from roof to foundation. One was a typical Chinese
compound of the well-to-do class—high houses built around a smalli
courtyard, so that ncither sun nor air could reach the dwellers
within. Plenty of buildings for two families could be had, but more
like a prison than a home. They asked $125 5 year rent for this.
The fourth was more like a human habitation, arJ with some altera-
tions and additions would do_for two familics. For this they asked
2,000 taels, about $2,300. A Chinaman’s asking price is never what
he hopes to get. We told them that we could not talk with them at
such a figure and left the town. On our return they will likely
come down. If we would decide to make this place our centre it
is very likely, since there are so many empty dwellings, that we
could sccurc enough to housc our whole mission, at lcast those
who would work in this end of our ficld.

Our reception at Wei-hui-fu this time, is very cold. The people
seem to be intimidated by the gentry, and arc afraid to come out.
The people will not come to us this time, and Chincesc custom is
such that we cannot go to their homes; then the question comes up,
how are we to preach the Gospel ?  Seeing as we do this capital
method of boycotting us, and knowing the gentry have the power
to keep it up, Mr. Taylor’s much talked of scheme for calling a
certain number of missionaries to visit a certain number of families
cvery day, and thus to preach the Gospel to the homes or China in
a certain time, appears to us ridiculously absurd. I could reach
the homes of Toronto by knocking at their doors, but owing to the
cast-iron scclusion of the Northern Chincese homes, 1 have no hope
of rcaching them in this way. It is casy to talk about these fancy
ways and about a missionary living on $30 a yecar in China, but
practice on these nice lines is not so casy. 1 have serious doubt
about any missionary’s ability to live in China on 23 cents a day, as
is sometimes stated. I have still more scrious doubts about the
wisdom of attempting it. No missionary can get on in China with-
out at least onc Chinese boy. His wages per day would be at lcast
10 cents.  The forcigner then has 135 cents left to board and clothe
himself after the manner of a teacher. It is too absurd for a
moment's consideration. It borders closc on a sin against the
health of the missionary and the Church of God, which ought to
support him properly in the Gospel service.
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We are now in Tao-Kon. Dr. Smith treated 117 patients
yesterday. This morning crowds were waiting under the trees
where we were preaching and healing.  Zo-day has leen the most
#lorious day of service [ hawe yet spent in China.

J. GOFORTH.

CHINESE MISSIONARIES AND THE CHINESE
LANGUAGE.

BESIDES the general charges of ignorance, incompetency,
sectionalism and sclf-interest brought against missionaries,
therc is one, not by any means uncommon : That the Chinese
missionaries have made the great blunder of lecarning a “lingo ™
which they suppose to be the literary language of China, and
translating the Bible into a kind of patois that any sclf-respecting
Chinaman would look upon with disdain. This charge has been
madc by some of those sharp-sighted travellers who can detect the
mistakes of missionaries by a kind of instinet, and feel quite com-
petent off-hand to pronounce their mcthods mistaken and their
work a failure.  If the critic happens to have any social standing
his adverse opinions arc published abroad, and become the creed
of many willing cnemics of missionary cnterprisc.

Not jong ago a licutenant in the U. S, Navy undertook to
enlighten the American public on this question, and his published
criticisms appceared in print.  Had he confined himscelf to spoken
language he might have enjoyed many years of immunity from
reply ; but the printing press placed his views in unmistakable
black and white before Dr. Nevius, of Chefoo, one of the finest
English-Chincse scholars in the East. “O that minc coemy
would write a book !
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This military critic said : * The Chinaman has a respect for his
language amounting to reverence, You will understand with what
feclings they regard the transiation of the Bible the missionaries
have prepared for them, when you know that this is a lingo which
stands in the same relation to the mandarin tongue or classical
language of the country, which is used in court and is the official
langnage over the country, that an obscure Negro dialect of
Louisiana stands with the classical English. Although only the
educated Chinese are able to use this language, they all have the
same respect for it, and it is in it that the precepts of Confucius
are given to the public.” In answer to an interviewer, “ How did
did it happen this mistake was made?” he replied, “ Simply
because when the missionaries located at Fuchow they learned the
language of that locality, and of course could usc no other, cither
in speech or to write in makihg a translation. There is a gradual
change in the lingoes of China, which is seen distinctly in a
distance of fifty miles ; but the tongue of the mandarin is univers-’
ally used oy the educated and reverenced by every one.”

Dr. Nevius, of Checfoo, onc of the best linguists in all China,
whose work in the Shantung province is one of the marvels of
modern missions, and who, by thce way, will visit Canada and
address Toronto audiences during the present month, replies to these
criticisms in a recent number of the Churcl at Homie and Abroad,
the splendid missionary monthly published by the General Assem-
bly of the Amecrican Presbyterian Church.

DR. NEVIUS REPLY.

It is difficult to imagine how a person could in so small a com-
pass present so much crror and misconception, with so small an
admixturc of truth, and give at the samc timc such complete
cvidence of his utter ignorance of the subject of which he is
treating. At first sight we arc almost led to think that he intended
his communication as a burlesque. We must probably, however,
consider it seriously as presenting what he supposed to be a fact.

1. In speaking of the “ mandarin tonguc or classical language,”
he confounds two distinct languages, cvidently supposing that
they are identical.  On the contrary they are almost as different
as English is from the Latin. The mandarin, for which he expresses
such respect and admiration, is only onc of the lingocs of which he
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speaks with so much contempt ; and is not specially distinguished
from the other spoken languages of China by degree of culture or
power of expression, but principally by its being used over a larger
arca and by a larger proportion of the population. The classical
is a written language only, and is not now spoken in any part of
China, if indeed it ever was or is capable of being used as a spoken
language. Millions in the south use the classical written language
who know nothing of the mandarin; and more than one half of
the whole population of China use the mandarin, yet know nothing
of the classical language.

2. The above fundamental mistake is the source of our critic’s
singular misconceptions and his almost inextricable confusion of
ideas. He says, “ The tongue of the mandarin is universally used
by the educated,” and again, “only the educated Chinese use this
language.” The fact is ten times as many of the uneducated use

_this language as of the educated ; and in southern China not one

out of fifty of the educated class is acquainted with it. Bcing the
spoken dialect of northern China, where the capital is, it is used
throughout the empire by government officials and their underlings
as the medium of oral communication ; and candidates for civil
preferment learn mandarin on going to Pekin. So far from the
classical language being used “ in court and as the official language
of the country,” it is not, as already stated, used as a spoken lan-
guage anywhere ; while as a written language it it used by all
classes.

5. Our friend informs us that the missionaries only learn the
dialect of the locality where they reside.  “ When they located at
Fuchow they learned the language of that locality, and, of course,
could usc no other, either in specch or to write in making a
translation.” The fact is that most missionarics, besides learning
the spoken dialect of the region where they reside, acquire also the
classical or book lunguage, and many hundreds of works kave been
prepared by them in the classical language on religious subjects,
and history, geography, astronomy, physiology, surgery and
foreign medical and other sciences, which are in constant use and
highly appreciated both by Chinese and foreigners. They have
prepared commentaries in the classical language on most of the
books of the New Testament and some of the Old, and are now
cngaged in the work of completing commentarics on the whole
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Bible. They are publishing five monthly periodicals in  the
classical language of China.  The United States government in its
diplomatic and official intercourse with the Chinese empire
requiring the best Chinese scholarship which it can command, has
had recourse to and been chiefly dependent on missionaries as
persons best acquainted with both the mandarin and the classical
language. The existing treaties between the United States and
China were prepared in the classical language by these same
missionaries.  The Chinesc government in sclecting a suitabic
person to preside over the Pekin University chosc a missionary.

4. As to the one translation of the Rible in the obscure “ lingo,”
it is impossible to conjecture to what this lcarned critic refers. The
very difficult work of translating the Bible into the classical
language of China engaged the attention of missionaries from their
first arrival in the East. Rev. Robert Morrison and Rev. Joshua
Marshman published entire versions of the Bibic in the classical
language of China as carly as 1822, Not long after their versions
appeared they were, in accordance with the wishes of their authors,
revised by Drs. Medhurst, Gutzlaff and Bridgman, their combined
effort resulting in the production of two new versions generally
called the Mcdhurst and Gutzladl versions.  Between 1830 and
1860 three other complete versions appeared, called the Delegates’
version, the Culbertson and Bridgman version, and the Goddard
version.  These threg, all in the classical language, have largely
taken the place of the preceding ones, and are in general usc at the
present time. Recently Dr. John of Hankao has prepared another
version in the classical language, aiming at a simpler style, for
general use in distribution.  Still another is in process of prepara-
tion by Dr. Blodget and Bishop Burdon. Each of these versions
has its own peculiaritics and cxcellencies.  Together they form
the invaluable material from which to prepare a final version in
the futurc.

The above classical versions of the Bible, though presenting it
in the most acceptable form to all the rcaders in the Chinese
cmpire, still left an important want unsupplied.  As this classical
language only speaks to the eye through the ideographic symbols
or characters by which it is represented, cven a scholar cannot
understand the Bible in this language by hearing it rcad. Con-
scquently vernacular versions are required for use in Christian
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worship and oral instruction. These have also been prepared by
missionarics, and we now have two good versions of the Bible in
mandarin, and complete or partial versions in the Shanghai,
Ningpo, Fuchow, Canton, Hakka, Amoy and Kin-hwa dialects.

It appears then that instead of one translation of the Bible in a
“lingo " corresponding to an “ obscure Negro dialect of Louisiana,”
the missionaries in China have prepared in the classical language
(not counting four versions of the Bible which have been super-
seded by better ones) five versions now in use, besides nine versions
in different spoken dialects.

It seems strange that a person could visit the ports of China,
even hastily, without gaining at least that gencral or clementary
knowledge of the languages of China which can easily be obtained,
even at home, by reading alinost any work on China. It is stranger
still that any one should undertake to enlighten the public on a
subject of which he is so manifestly ignorant.

J. L. Nevius.

Chefoo.




THE SUMMER SESSION.

The interest manifested in the suggestions made in my Open Letter
in the December MonTHLY, is my apology for returning so soon to the
subject. Expressions of sympathy have been received from many quarters,
and I write to-day much more hopefully than I did a month ago. The
conviction was then expressed that a Summer Session was desirable. I am
now convinced that it could be easily arranged.

It is quite true that the Synod of the Maritime Provinces and the
Halifax College, to whom the question of a Summer Session was remitted
by the General Assembly some years ago, reported unfavourably. They
did not see their way clear to undertake the work. But what about the
other colleges? The three most strongly equipped, Knox, Queen’s and
Montreal, have not been approached. Winnipeg, in the heart of the
Home Mission field, has not been asked. What seemed impossible t0
Halifax, may be quite possible to one of the western colleges ; or if not
possible to one college may be practicable by appointing a staff composed
of professors representing several colleges.

If the Summer Session can be shown to be necessary to meet the
present emergency, I am persuaded the colleges will not stand in the way.
A chance conversation with the Principal of Queen’s College, lead to the
generous offer, on the part of himself and colleagues, to place themselves
at the disposal of the Church for summer duty. As an indication of the
spirit of the colleges I shall quote from Principal Grant’s letter. ‘This is
what he says :—

Your letter to the December number of the KNox COLLEGE MONTHLY
leads to the following conclusions :

1. 'That a considerable number of mission stations and congregations
are vacant during the winter half of the year.

2. That some of these are able and willing to pay for continuous
supply, and that the Home Mission Committee would help to pay for the
supply of others.

3. That in some fields it is more important to maintain the ordinances
of religion in winter than in summer.

4. That student missionaries in excess of the number needed by the
Church offer their services for the summer months, and that it is impos-
sible, under present circumstances, to get half as many as are needed for
the winter months.

5. That, as this state of things is likely to continue for at least the
next four or five years, the Church should make provision for it with the
least possible delay.

I would like to know how many and which of those five conclusions
are challenged.

[167]
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If they are all accepted, it scems to me that it will be difficult to deny
your contention that a Summer Session for those Divinity students who
are willing to remain in mission fields all winter is---at least a temporary
necessity.

It seems to me, then, that the Home Mission Committees, East and
West, should issue a circular next April to all their missionaries who are
either first or second year Divinity students, or who have completed their

“Arnts course, to ascertain how many are willing to remain on their fields of

labour, or wherever the Committees may assign them, for the following
winter, if a four months Summer Session can be arranged for in 1892,  If
twenty or even fifteen volunteer, the General Assembly should be asked to
establish such a course. My colleagues in our Divinity Department—
Professors Mowat and Ross—and myself are willing to undertake such a
session, say for the months of May, June, September and October.

That shews what the stafl of one college would do. From private
conversations with professors in other colleges I am convinced that they
would not be less generous.

Some who have given serious thought to the question favour a Summer
Session in Winnipeg and an cclectic staff representing three or four
colleges. They favour Winnipeg as being near to the centre of the great
mission field stretching from Muskoka to the Pacific, as well as for
climatic rcasons; and they would prefer an eclectic staff as not being
unduly burdensome to any one college. T merely give expression to this
suggestion as deserving of consideration.

But can a sufficient number of students be found willing to take
advantage of a Summer Session ? It has been «aid that the one hundred
and thirteen students who were not appointed by the Home Mission
Committee last spring found employment afterwards.  Perhaps so : but
some went to the United States to find it, and some engaged in other
occupations.  But even if all found employment in mission fields and in
our own country, the fact remains that the work would be better done and
the interests of our Church better served by having a portion of this
supply employed during the winter carrying on the work of the summer
months.

If the General Assembly makes suitable arrangements for a Summer
Session, so as to enable theological students to render important service to
the Church during the winter months, without any serious disadvantage 1o
themselves, I have very much wmistaken the missionary spirit of our
students if the proposal fails through indifference on their part.  Those
who have a right to an epinion say that a list of thirty theological siudents
can be secured for a summer course.  Principal Grant savs the scheme
should be tried if half that number can be found.

R. . Mackay.

Parkdale.




THE EDITOR’S BOOK SHELF.

Why should not the Shelf rejoice with the joy of Christmas? Repre-
sentative publishers on both sides of the Atlantic have remembered it and
sent samples of the most delightful booklets of the season. The change
of taste in the matter of Christmas missives is one of the most hopeful
signs of the times.  The old cards with their fringe and flowers and poetry
have gone.  Booklets, gems of the bookmaker's art, have come, and they
are welcome.

Here, for example, is 2 package from the Toronto Willard ‘Iract De-
pository : three little books in delicate leatherette, all by Professor Drum-
mond, two old, one new. “The Greatest Thing in the World ” is put in
smaller compass than it was last year, and with the title, *“ Love, the Su-
preme Gift,” and another address on “ The Greatest Need of the World ”
is given, with the titde *“The Perfected Life.” The third one is Drum-
mond’s latest, Pax Fobiscum.

“Pax Vobiscum”™ deserves more than a passing notice.  Its author
addresses a wider circle than any other living Christian teacher.  Upwards
of half a million of copies of his “ Greatest Thing ” have been sold in Brit-
ain and America in one year.  More than sixty thousand of “ Pax Vobis.
cum” were ordered from the London publishers before the day of publica-
tion. Such winged words cannot be disregarded.

One would not need to be told the name of the author of ““ Pax Vobis-
cum.” The stylc betrays the man. It has all the characteristics of thought,
feeling and expression that have made Drummond's books an unfailing
source of pleasure.  The theology—if indeed some would call it theology
-—is the same, and the motive, and the spirit.  Avound the familiar words
of Matt. xi. 28, Christ’s gracious “Come unto mg,” he gathers vital thoughts
on Rest.  Rest, so sweet, so yearned for, where canit be found?
The whole of popular religion, he says, is in the twilight here. So much of
our religious life is made up of phrases’; and so much of what we call

“hristian Experience is only a dialect of the Churches, a mere religious
phrascology with almost nothing behind it. We wear ourselves out striving
after the better iife or at least the better experience.  We pray, and worry,
and crucify, but we do not find rest unto our souls. But Rest is an effect.
What is the cause? Christ says Learn of Me: my meckness and lowli.

ness @ my standpoint; my yvoke. What are yokes for? Not for torture.
{169]

8
i
’.
it




150 ANOXN COLLEGE MONTHLY.

Not to make life hard. Yokes are instruments of mercy and make heavy
burdens light.  Christ’s yoke fits the shoulder, it never galls, and with it
the burden of life, that otherwisc is a weariness, or a failure, or a tragedy,
and always a struggle and a pain, is make light.

So our author teaches throughout three chapters.  ‘T'he fourth and last
is on how fruits grow. He that abideth in Him will bring forth much
fruit. There is no mystery here. It is a matter of Cause and Lffect.
Fulfil the conditions and the results are certain and infallible.

To those who found poison in Professor Drummond’s other works
 Pax Vobiscum ” will bring no peace. But to thousands who labour and
are heavy laden, to whom life, religious or worldly, is a great and grievous
burden, it will come with words of hope and Christmas cheer.

One of the most important books of the scason, one that may be read
when Drummond’s more popular hooks have been forgotten, is Zhe Living
Christ and the Four Gospels* by Dr. R. WY, Dale, of Birmingham. We give it
place beside Prof. Stearns’ ¢ Lvidence of Christian Iixperience,” to which
attention was called last month.  Dr. Dale is, perhaps, the strongest man
in English Nonconformity, well informed, thoroughly alive, decidedly posi-
tive, truly Protestant.  He is one of the men who have made Dissent a
thing upon which no Churchmian can afford to look loftily.

“ The Living Christ and the Four Gospels ™ consists of lectures deliv-
ered to his congregation, in which there are “ many men and women with
an active, vigorous and speculative intellect,” who, while not college-bred,
take a keen interest in current  theological controversies.  These lectures
are, therefore, free from counsel-darkening  technicalities, and the whole
argument is perfectly intelligible.

Dr. Dale sets himself 1o answer the question, Why is it that the faith of
the great majority of Christian people has not been shaken by the varied.
incessant and formidable assaults which in our time have been made upon
the Jewish and the Christian Scriptures?  His answer is twofold.  He ap-
peals first to lifc, and then to criticism.  Christian belief is invulnerable
against all hostile attacks of literary criticism.  But an cxamination of the
cvidence cstablishes faith in the historical trustworthiness and genuinencss
of, at least, the four gospels.

It is to the first part of this answer that most rcaders will turn.  The

*The Living Christ and the Four Gospels. By R. W. Dale, L.1..D,, New York‘
A C. Armstrong & Son. Toronto: Presbyterian News Co.. 1590.
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ground of the second part has been often traversed. The testimony of
carly writers—Eusebius, Clement, Irenweus, Tatian, Justin Martyr, Papias,
Polycarp—has been presented by Lightfoot and others, although by none
more convincingly or better adapted to the popular mind. Al this is very
important evidence, and Dr. Dale makes good use of it.  But he does a
far more important work. He shows that the faith of Christian men in the
Lord Jesus Christ does not ask for the protection of friendly scholarship,
and that the assault of hostile scholarship cannot reach it.  “It needs
neither T'acitus nor Pliny, ncither Philo nor Plotinus, ncither Justin nor
Irenens.”

The first four lectures deal with the argument from Christian ex-
perience, its validity and defence.  There are men of intellectual vigour,
patience, keenness, culture, candid and incorruptible in their loyalty to
truth : Hoze is it that the faith in Christ in suck men is wnshaken? Dr.
Dale answers : Whatever may have been the original grounds of their
faith, their faith has been verified in their own personal experience. They
have trusted in Christ for certain great and wonderful things, and they
have received great and wonderful things.  They struggled despairingly
against some tyrannical sin or evil habit; they cried to the Living Christ,
and the evil fires were quenched.  ‘They were filled with horror and
remorse through the discovery of their guilt ; but once the Living Christ
broke the chain, and tiere came a sweet sense of forgiveness, of
freedom, and they were guilty no longer.  They groaned under the weight
of clay, and longed for deliverance from the cramping power of carth :
“in Christ” they know God, not conccive of Him, but know Him
immediately and for th.mselves: and this open-faced vision fills them with
awe and wonder, and a blessedness that trembles into a devout fear.

‘The man who has had such experiences as these, will not be greatly
disturbed by attemps to bring discredit on the four gospels.  Why should
he? Hehasseen the Living Christ, and, ** whercas I was blind now [ sec.”
is his answer to all cavillers.  They are as strongly convinced of the truth
of the story of the historic Christ as they arc of their own existence.  And
not simply the Christ of Bethlehem and Calvary : but the Living Christ,
who, during these eighteen centuries, has been saving and ruling men.

It is not Dr. Dale’s primary object to answer the question, Why do
men continue o disbelieve in Christ 2 Indirectly this may be answered.
But his statement of the grounds of Christina belief is excellent. It is
full of suggestions for other preachers. The conditions are the same.
The same questions are asked in Canada, that are asked in Car's Lang
Birmingham. The same answer will satisfy.  This is in very truth the
“new apologetic,” universal in its application, irresistible in its power.
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Dr. Joseph Parker is another English Nonconformist who cannot be
let alone. He is an outstanding man.  You will not be in London leng
without hearing about him, or hearing him. You may not like him, indeed,
you may at first detest what you call his egotism and pedantry. He is
egotistic and pedantic, and may be otherwise offensive : but --and you will
qualify your adverse criticism with a but—you will go back to hear him a
second and a third time, until you will come to admit that, with all his
faults, Joseph Parker is a mighty pulpit force, not only in London, but
throughout Christendom.

Dr. Parker is a man of many gifts but he is first of all a preacher. He
enjoys preaching.  He would rather be a successful preacher than any-
thing else on carth or in heaven. He is always preaching.  As an author
he is known throughout the English-speaking world, but it is as an author
of sermons. Whatever else he has written will not live.  His “Ecce Deus,”
would not be known to-day were it not for its associations with a
decidedly superior hook, “Ecce Homao.”  But his pulpit discourscs, in one
form or another, have been very widely circulated. “Those previously
published under other titles have been collected and issued, in popular
commentary form, as part of the series being rapidly added to by the
publication regularly of his cxpository lectures on the several hooks.
of Scripture: and the serics is known as “ The Pceople’s Bible.”

It is ncedless 10 tell any reader of the Book Shelf about “Parkers
People’s Bible.”  All that is needed is the anncuncement that anather
volume has appeared, T%e Proverds*, and that it is one of the strongest,
strong with the strength peculiar to the author, that has been published.
Dr.  Parker's] genius  finds scope here, and exposition of Solomon’s.
practical philosophy is plainly congenial.

It is not intended that “The People’s Bible ” should be critical and
discuss questions of date and authorship. It is intended mainly for “the
people,” and hence the Solomonic authorship of The Proverbs is not
debated as a question of primary importance.  Taking Soiomon as.
the collector or editor as well as originator, he passes on to the considera-
tion of the rontents of the moral note-baok of the man who swept the
whole circle of social experience and whase errars in life add cogency to.
his pleas and urgency to his moral exhortations.  The style is Dr. Parker's
own, incisive, epigrammatic, trenchant.

To those whe have an car for Parker, there is alwavs music and
wisdom and warning iz his words : to those void of the Parker sense there
is nothing but jargon and windy wards.  There are not a few otherwise

* The Uraverbs. The Peeple’s Bible : Discourses en Haly Scripture Vol X1H1.
Iy Joxeph Parker. D 1Y Toronto, Willard Tract Depositary, 18gn.
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excellent men in the latter class ; but we feel truly sorry for them, when we
have such a book as the present volume. Fortunately for their peace of
mind they will never know what they are missing.  But the multitude
who have ears to hear will listen, and the Wisdom of Solomon will make
them wise and rigiv of understanding.

Appended to the discourses on the Proverbs, is a chapter on Pagan
Proverbs, and scattered here and there throughout the book, are pious
soliloquies, prose poems, clevated and animated apostrophes to the
Almighty, called Prayers, from which we sometimes derive more spiritual
stimulus and inspiration than from the sermon that follows.

Spurgeon comes next to hand.  He also is a preacher, and his books
are cither sermons or picces of sermons.  ‘This latest, Sermons in Candles,*
is a shilling volunie in a dress more striking than artistic. The cover has
about its design a strong suggestion of “ cheap reading for the masses”
and could not be produced far from Paternoster. The contents consist of
wwo popular Jectures on the title quoted.  Spurgeon doces not pretend to
he much of a lecturer.  ‘T'o begin with, he tells of the sign-painter whose
Jorte was painting red lions. A certain publican wished his house to be
known as “The Angel 7 and asked the arntist to paint one of these flaming
spirits. After protesting that he conld paint red lions against any man,
1he antist consented but with the warning, *You shall have your angel, but
it will be awfully like aured lion.”  So Spurgeon wars.s us that his lectures
wili be wonderfully like sermons.

Sermons or lectures, they are spicy and suggestive.  He might not be
ahle to see sermons in stones: he cortainly dacs see them in candles.
Somce of them are smoky, perhaps. and flickering, but they are scrmons ;
and he makes good his challenge to find cnotgh senmon illustrations ina
single tallow candic to last for six months.  There are 170 pages of illus-
trations, good, bad and indifferent, illustrating things in the heavens above,
in the casth beneath, in the waters under the canth. and i the “ down-
grade theology.” Some are of the firt quality, some are passable, and
some witless aud worthless not even Spurgeon’s name saving them from
buing commenpiace.  But as no other man could see so many good ser-
maons in @ far richer subjert, admirers of Mr. Spurgeon need not apolegize
for the arcasional sccondrate sermon he sces limping out of .1 common
tallow candle.  And hesides there is much gond advice, solemn warning
and wise instruction given in a homely bt telling way in this little
volume.

*Sermong in Candles.  Being twe lectures upon the iltustrations which may be
foand in commen candles. By C. H, Spurgeen. Leaden: Fatsmoare & Alabaster.
Torontu:  \Willard Tract Depository, 180
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Sermons and preachers hold the Book Shelf this month.  Here is the
‘order in which they stand:  Dale, Parker, Spurgeon, Maclaren.  What a
noble quartette ! ‘There may be men of profounder thought and wider
scholarship, but in the pulpit English Nonconformity can shew nothing
finer.  Each is in his own way an unrivalled master.  The strength of one
is not the strength of another. The standpoint of one is not that of
another. But in each case the pulpit is his throne. Each stands out a Saul
among his fellows, and, allowing for all differences in tone and accent and
emphasis, the same message is proclaimed by cach: and from none do
men turn away unheeding.

But it is of Maclaren, of Manchester, and his latest volume, Z%e Holy
of Holies* that we wish to speak. Dr. Alexander Maclaren is already
well known to most readers of the Shelf.  Volumes of his sermons may be
found in almost any ministers library ; and those who have read other
volumes will most appreciate the  thirty-four sermons now announced.
These sermons are on the 14th, 15th and 16th chapters of Johwn's Gospel.
Dr. Maclaren treads with reverent fect this Holy of Holies of{Revelation.
His own spirit is touched and he rises 1o heights never before reached.
The sublimity of thought and the felt nearness of the Sacred Presence
make the face of the preacher to shine.

This volume exhibits the strength as well as the weakness characteris-
tic of Dr. Maclaren’s preaching. It is positive and practical.  Dr. Maclaren
believes in the Bible and in Jesus Christ. Doubt here 1s devil-born.
Mcre intellectual preaching is a wasting and a desolation. The true
preacher does not speculate, or argue, or reason ; he proclaiims  Such
being Dr. Maclarens view of preaching, whilst not ignorant of the
questions raised by Criticism. he almost completely ignores them m kis
sermons.

Then, tou, he has many of the qualifications necessary.  His excgesis
is cxact and fresh. He has a clear logical Scotch intellect, a glowing
imaginatinn and genuine Celtic fire. Had he not been a preacher, he
might have been poct. Indeed he cannot help being a poct even in
preaching.  One calls him the Tennyson of the pulpit.

We said that “The Holy of Holics " rises to sublimer heights than
almost any thing clse that Dr. Maclaren has published.  This sublimity
is due, more to the thought than to the mental development of the author.
Intellectually, his *“ Scermons preached in Manchester ” are on a level with
any of his later volumes.  The merit of all these sermons, homiletically. is

*The Holy of Holics.  Scrmons en Fourternth, Pifteenth and Sisteenth Chap
ters of the Gospel of John. By Alesander Maclaren, DD Torento:  Wiliard
“Iract Depository. 1590




THE EDITORS BOOK SHELFK 175

their suggestive divisions. We have heard preachers object to Dr.
Maclaren's sermons, because his divisions are final and irresistibie. Once
you read them, you cannot forget them, and any originality on your own
part is checked. ‘There is something in this, and yet it is a finc tribute
to the preacher. And it is this very quality that makes his published
sermons welcome. So far as mere exposition is concerned they might
not be greatly missed; but as suggesting subjects and outlines they are
incomparable.  “Qur belief is,” says an English reviewer, “that Dr.
Maclaren, more than any other except Robertson, has altered the whole
manner of preaching in England and America, and that immeasurally for
the better.” This latest volume will be not the least effective of the series.
[tis a book to be read and enjoyed, but not to be criticised.  The place
whercon we stand is holy ground.

A parcel of three books” come from the Presbyterian Board, whuse
boaks may be recommended almost *“unsight unscen.”  These three are
by Dr. . R. Miller. whose name is sufficient guarantee.

Week-Day Religion is designed specially for young Christians, and is
dedicated to those who sincercly want to follow all the precepts and to
realize in thelr own expuiicnce all the joys, inspirations and comforts of
religion.  “The purposc of the book is lofty and its spirit devout.  Its aim
15 to help eamest young Christians to take religion out of the closet and
~anctuary, and make it a reality and a controlling power in every-day life.

LDractical Religion is a companion valume, full of practical wisdom for
the common days.  The author does not mean to shew peonle a short
and casy way to the higher life, but to shew that ne ather life is worth
living,

Relivion in the HHome is sufficiently defined by its tide.  The duties
belonging o the several relationships of home, and the spirit in which
those dutics snould he performed, is the subject. It is just such a book
as ministers and parants would present to their young peaple beginning a
new home.  The critic has nothing whatever to say about such books as
these of D Miller.  They are admirable m their way.,  Already they
have heen Dlessed to thousands  They will he a blessing 10 tens of
thousands morc.

Week-Day  Religion  Uractical  Religion.  Religion in the Herie Three

Velumes. By Rew Jo 1 Miller, DL Philadelphia . Presbyterian Board of 1l
ieation.  Torertn N T Wilion. Agent for the Board
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“‘T'oo much of a good thing is good for nothing,” and so, to take away
the too strong flavour of sermons, let us turn to Oliver Wendell Holmes
and dip into his latest, perhaps indeed his last, contribution to American
literature. This time it is Ower the Teacups.¥ Many years ago we made
the acquaintance of the author at a certain “ Breakfast Table.” He was then
a comparatively young man. Morning and mid-day have passed. Itis
late in the day now and the slant rays of the evening sun strike in
through the window and light up the room with a touch of melancholy
glory.  The lights and shadows are different, but the dear old man that
made the breakfast table of long ago a joy and ¢ladness is still the same.
The tea-table is not the brmkﬁsbtﬂﬂc, and the 1 teacups are not so capa-
cious and exhilirating as the old fashioned cups of morning coffee ; but
bless your heart we are not the same ourselves.  Our tastes have changed;
and much as we enjoyed the toast and coffee of the morning, we sit down
in the evening with a satisfaction then unknuwa.,  We are not in a hurry.
Husiness is over.  Letus sit longer to-night, Over The Teacups. Ave,
man, but its good to have a young heart in an old body.

You see how this wizard has still his charming power. Even the Shelf,
siff old knotty board that it is, yields to his genial influence.  Holmes has
crassed the time-limit but his right hand has lost none of its cunning.  1f
you have read the “ Autocrat,” the “TPoet ™ and the “Professor,” do not
miss this most delightful ook of the season, * Qver the Teacups.”

Here and Away is being crowded out inte the cold world, but
before it goes it would call attention to a scries of important articles.  The
* Great Missionary Series,” the full announcement of which is made
elsewhere in this number, wili be a stong feature of the Mox11LY during
1891, These articles will be welcomed by hundreds and, if deserved
attention is directed to them, by thousands who are desirous of studying
the history of the missionary efforts of our Church.  The different writers
have given special attention to the Missions of which they write and are
pledged to do their best. The MoxTHLY feels wairanted in promising a
most valuable series of articles and requests fricnds everywhere to assist in
making this announcement more wideiy known.

Since the Announcement was printed fuller arrangements have been
made. The sketch of the Woman's Foreign \hssaomr) Society will be
written by Mrs. ). J. Macdonnell, Toronto, instcad of Mrs. Ewart, whose
name, by an oversight, appears in the list.  The Rev. Alex. Falconer,
I’lctou, N.S., who speut several years in Trinidad and has always taken a
great intercst in the work there, will contribute a sketch of the West
Tndies Mission. The history of the Home Mission work in the Maritime
Provinces will be sketched by the Rev. John McMillen, B.D., Halifax,
N.S,, than whom no man can writ¢ with more accurate knowledge. A
few other changes may be made which will render the series still more
complete and valvable.

*Over the Teacups. By QOliver Wendell Helmes.  Bosten . Houghton, Mifilin
& Co. Teronto: Williamsen & Co., 181,
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Cor. Toronto and Adelaide Streets,
TORONTO.




A J.

McLEAN,

MERCHANT TAILOR,

410 SPADINA AVENUE,

'IOI\ONiO

Opposite Cecil Street.

ACHESON & CALDER. |

Clothiers, Merchant Tailors
362 SPADINA AVENUE.
TORONTO.

BOOKBINDING.

G. T.STEWARD,
Account Book Manufucturer,
No. 30-32 Lombard Street Toronto,

Near Victoria St.
Books bound to pattern in Morocco, Russia
Modern and Antique. Libraries upmrul

&T&?’»’TWF',WITIT"KYXT;}
MEMBERS' R

Certificate Blanks.

In Neat Books, Perforated,

(NEW EDITION.)

Designed especially for mem-
bers leaving one congregation and
uniting with another. The form
of reply is helpful in keeping trace

of former members.

No. 1, with reply, in books of 25, 40
cents; of 50, 75 CCN%,

No. 2, without reply, in books of 25, 2
cents; of 50, 40 cents,

2P0 PN

-

St

No. 3 suitable for scholars and mem- €
bers by baptism, with reply. in books of
25, 40 CEeNnts ; 50, 75 CEnts, 2

No. 4, suitable for scholars and mem- (4
bers by baptism, without reply, in books

of 25, 25 cents ; 30, 40 cents,

MARRIAGE CERTIFIGATES.
(NEW EDITION.)

Handsome tinted Certificates, in books
of 25, 50 cents.

PRESBYTERIAN NEWS (0'Y,
D. T. McAinsH, MANAGER,
TORONTO.

0. AT SD. OB S0 IH TN

BILTON BROS
TAILORS,

AND

Gentlemen's Fumishings,

103 KING SI. WEST.
TORONTO.

Specialties in Furnishings :

Welch, Margetson & Co.’s Scarfs and
Shirts,

Fownes Bros.” Gloves.

Allen, Solly & Co.’s Underwear.

SI[[RT% TO ()RDIR

IMPORTANT NOTICE,

T

O the Professors and Students
of Knox College.

Fine Gold and Silver Watches,
Sterling Silverware.
Electro Plated Ware.
Engagement and Wedding Rings.
Wedding Presents.

All new goods and at wholesale rates.

Special attention to Watch &
Jewelry Repairing and
Manufacturing

the most important branch of the
Jewelr) Trade.

S B. WINDRUM,

3! King St. East, Upstairs.
TORONTO,




'JOHN MELLON,

a74 SPADINA AVENUE,
Practical and Fashionable Boot Maker.

10 per cent. Discount to Students. A large stock of Boots, Shoes,
Stippers, Trunks and Valises to select from,

HANDY BOOKS OF REFERENCE '

BEARING ON THE

Sunday School Lessons for 1891.

Sinai and Palestine.
In connection with their history. By Deax 8ranvky. With seven elaborate
and beantifully covered maps and other illustrations. Cloth, $2.50.

Palestine in the Time of Christ.
By Epwin Staprer, D.D. With maps and plans. Cloth, $2.50.

“The Smith Peloubet Bible Dictionary.
Teacher’s edition. With 440 illustrations. Cloth, $2.00.

‘Smith’s Dictionary of the Bible.

Comprising its antiquities, biography, geography and natural history. With
‘ numerous illustrations, $1.50. .
“The Bible Text Cyclopedia,

A complete classification of Seripture texts in the form of a,lpha.bet.ict"sl list
of subjects. By Rev. James INars. $1.75.

Helps to the Study of the Bible. .
With a general index, a dictionary of the proper names, a concordance, and
a series of maps. $1.00 -

“The Teachers’ Bible Companion. ‘
A hand-book to the study of the Holy Scriptures, comprising a biblical
. cyclopmdia, affording an account of the various books and their writers. 75¢c.

Hand-Book to the Bible.. .
Being a guide to the study of the Holy Soriptures, derived from ancient
monuments and modern explorations, By F. R. Coxner and C. R. Coxpes,
Maps and plans. $2.50.

Notes on the Books of the Bible.
By Dr. W. P. MacKay, M.A,, author of ¢ Grace and Truth.” 90c.

Any of the above sent free by mail on receipt of price.

PRESBYTERIAN NEWS CO,

D. T. McAINSH, MANAGER,
COR. TORONTO & ADELAIDE STS., TORONTO.




THE MINERVA LIBRARY

0f Famous Books.
Kdited by G. T. Bettany, M.A.
Cloth, each, 70 cents.

CHARLES DARWIN'S JOURNAL during &
Voyage in the * Beagle.”

THE INGOLDSBY LEGENDS,
BORROW'S BIBLE IN SPAIN.
EMERSON'S PROSE WORKS.

GALTON'S TROPICAL SOUTH AFRICA.
MANZONI'S THE BETROTHED LOVERS.
GOIiJTHE'S FAUST, Complete. Bayard Tay-

or,
WA}J.’([;QCE’S TRAVELS ON THE AMA-

DEAN STANLEY'S LIFE OF DR. AR-
NOLD.

POE’S TALES OF ADVENTURE, MYS-
TERY AND IMAGINATION.

COMEDIES BY MOLIERE.
FORSTER'S LIFE OF GOLDSMITH.

LANE'S MANNERS AND CUSTOMS OF
THE MODERN EGYPTIANS,

TORRENS' LIFE OF MELBOURNE.
THACKERAY'S VANITY FAIR.

BARTH'S TRAVELS IN NORTH AND
OENTRAL AFRICA,

PRESBYTERIAN NEWS CO.,
D. T. McAixsu, Manager,
Cor, Toronto and Adelaide 8 ,Toront

JUST PUBLISHED,
HISTORY OF THE

Presbyterian Ghurch In Ireland

For readers on this side of the Atlantic.
By Rev. Wm. Cleland, Toronto.

This important work is intended
chiefly for Canadian and American
readers, and is meant to furnish all'who
cherish & filial affection for the Church
of their fathers, as well as all who value
the great principle of divine truth and
constitutional freedom, with a concise,
yet faithful, history of the Presbyterian
Church in Ireland, from the period of
its first plantation in Ulster till the
present day.

“ This is the most complete history
. of the Irish Presbyterian Church that
has yet appeared, and the first volumsé
of the kind that has been rublished on
this side of the Atlantic.”’—Daily Mail.
Neat Cloth Volume, Cr, 8vo., 300 pages.

Price, $1.25.

81 and 83 King Street-West, Toronto.

New and Standard Books

John G. Paton, the First vol ....$1 50
. ¢ the Second vol .. 2 00

Imago Christi: The Example of
Jesus Christ. By Rev. Jas.
Stalker ............. e 150

Report of the World’s Sunday
chool Convention. A complete
record of the proceedings. Cloth 1 00

The Gospel according to St. Paul

By J. Oswald Dykes, D.D. .... 1 75
Peloubet’s Notes on the Lessons
for 18g0. Cloth ..... ........ 126

Pentecost’s ‘¢ Studies on the Les-
sons.” Paper 60 cts., cloth.... 1 00

Christianity According to Christ.
By J. Monro Gibson, D.D. Cloth

Rock versus Sand : or the Foun-
dations of the Christian Faith.
By J. Monro Gibson,D.D. Cloth 50

An Introduction to the New Test-
tament. By Marcus Dods, D.D. * 75

The Threshold of Manhood.
Sermons to Young Men. By
Rev. W. J. Dawson .......... 125

New Notes for Bible Readings. -
By the late 8, R, Briggs ...... 1 00

—
-3
St

........................ 5 00

New Vol. Pulpit Commentary.
(Peter, John and Jude.) Net.. 2 00

The Times of Isaiah, as illustrat-
ed from Contemporary Monu.
ments. By A. H. Sayce, LL.D. 60

Athanasius, his Life and Life
Work. By H. R. Reynolds, D.D. 75

New Commentary on Genesis.
By F. Delitzsch, D.D. 2 Vols... 6 00

Many Infallible Proofs. By
Arthor T. Pierson, D.D. Cloth 90

JOHN YOUNg,

Depositary,

UPPER CANADA TRACT S0C

102 Yonge 8t., Toronto, Ont.

‘-




