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NATURE STUDY, No. XL.

MANUAL TRAINING-THE MIECHANICAL HOBBY.

liv MIARK (y. MEINE*L.1.S., D.).S., Ottawa.

What appears to be a reasonable defirrition of the word
Hobby is, a pursuit fiIowvLd l'or its own sake, a result of ctrtain
mental activities requiring expan%ioii. Upon the ordiriarv pur-suit becomne a hobby, Iliere falls the spirit of art -iork for the
tiork's sake and the reward to the soul of the wvorker. To hob-hies may bc traced rnany irreat inventions and flot a 1-ci of outmost useful institution!.. The verv lise of the term as indicating

ain enthusiastic devotion to olle subject in%leatd of a perftiictorv
performance of dailv duty i s a keynote t the whole sib -ect- It 1-Son! v when a pursuit hecomes a hobby thiat it develops hieyolîd tihe
level of medi.icritv. There is nothing to prevent onc\'ý hobby and
onles vozation fromi being ideni ical, or bo their runilinàr on Parall1el
lines. Happy is lie whose vocation and hobby are inter-relattive.
because kno«ýledge ga,;ined -n one ma-% lie applied to îlle ht-icr
ment (if the other. Every Nuccessil mail lias bis Ill¾ t e il-
dividual that cannot heco'mt-enî'i, 011 in ':*l'e .:
Illte 1s nieyer Ilikelv- t ri..e i lbove ilic :,rl- r r~rE~ Cc
the enlthiusIias ivaacnl- .ted in a t1l iok 0 *uly ci
hohbbv is not reari lv losi . for te lic Lit a accu ni lat e. iii il- c.1i- ncru;tr
bectirie available for ni.vrw prroc%. The Inît roJuct i1iîî of Nianual
Training to tiur educa!ion;îl stmS a lImpry- indication th;a. %ve
are aw~akiln to, tle facI:t ta ir rcî hods ini t lie paNt hA.vc been one-
sided. The old mnet lods o%-crioliokcJ one (il t he mti>t important (if

kfaculties, that whicli contains the incentjve to d,, thill.1%. It ]Sgood 10 know things- -il is hetter to be aile to do tig.Whille
to know may produce a useless pedant-to tic aile to do develops
a thinkingand self-reliant character.

Under our methods of education, manual labour has fallen
somewhat intc disrepute. There has been t00 great «- rush mbt
professional and commercial life, becatise, to put it -ilaiillythe
trades are flot considered so respectable, and the greatest ambi-
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Professianal men and nien in sedentary occupations are the
principal buyers, and the resuit must lie that there shail be a draiv-
iîîg together of the varieus classes and the formation of a bond of
sympathy between tiern which cannat lait Io henefit both

The handIcraftsm ýin ,IlaIl reap a value in reipec and consider-
atian and rrgress muade inii e directioin of that goal toward wich
Telstoi looks se earnestly. [Iewever Ilitle i niay regard Tolstoi
the mrvstic, 1 have a large respect for T olstoi the humnanitarian

h bhas been said that the Mechanical Ilobby trains Ille tfacuiîv
(if observation a id stinmulates the desire for knowlvedg-e, and 1 arnl
convinced i bat i le reaàson for thle poor work t urtid out bv Illie
average artizan is net sc, mucli lew wage ou h e irefr cheap
goods on the part of the public as it is te c.îr.elessniess mi the part
of the workrnan.

The workman w~ho studies carefulv the requiremienîs and
observes closely the best examiples ot %werk Jolie iii Ili.; wn fiie
canna! fail ta imprave as a w'orkrnan and will succeed proportion-
a te lv.

The 'varkman u.vho can and doc s turn out the hest tlî;ut u, unihim can alivavs find those wbe are willingaJ.bet a o i
pro duc t

The Mlechi;'nicail H-obby ks a quiet but pouverful spirit wt)rkl.ng.
out thle sal valizon of character and oppes.ed st rongi v te the prevail-
iO' ce.'nîmlerc.l liim wvhiclî is ma-Jlv gvnto e nîcatsuring aIl t bin t,
even mncuî, liv the sordid standard ei'tillatrs and cctt.

I1 n iiindreds of tîcteries, i hîousands of %vorkaenl t urn out t ews
of tîbousauîid> of chair., daily.

Dowui ii Ili 5 celiar -,:r up Ii bis garret oIr out in his %voodslîeJ
the A\mateur M.%echai'c will mlakie an vak chair ]i >ix ient ilis,
%wterking a! odd moi-nt.nt- .. put ting lis timie, bi.s labeur, ist îuhi
bis 1.1dividual scîf iet t bat Lîlair.

lie knews each piece (if weood, eacli joint, e:ucb clwie
cacli scratch that refused se tubeul te bc rubbied out.

%%"11at are I lle tens et tlbeusa;nJs of factery.made chair.-;e~~
%.ide cif tluký one ?

1ht may lie inferier, it niav le whiollv execrable -it mat terN net.
The valuable element lies in mne spirit in wbicbi the %vork %-as doule.

-I
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