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FOR OVER SIXTY YEARS

Mrs. WINSLOW'S 8/0THING SYRUP has been used by millions ot
mothers for their children while teething. If disturbed at night
and broken of your rest by « sick child suffering and crying with
pain of Cutting Teeth, send at once and get a bottle of ** Mrs, Wins.
low's Soothing Syrup” for Children Teething, It will reliove the
poor little sufferer immediately, Depend upon it, mothers, there is
no mistake about it. It cures Diarrhea, regulates the Stomach and
Bowels, cures Wind Colic, softens the Gums, reduces Inflammation,
and gives tone and energy to the whole system, **Mrs, Winslow's
Boothing Syrup " for children teething s pleasant to the taste and
1s the prescription of one of the oldest and best female physicians
and nurses in the Unite | States, Price twenty-five cents a bottle.

Bold by all druggists throughout the world. Be sure and ask for

‘MRS, WINSLOW'S SOOTHING SYRUP,”

: -
Lillian Massey
School gk s

RE-OPENS — SEPT. 15th, 1903 %é

With the co-operation of the
DEPARTMENT OF EbUCATION
the school offers a

TWO-YEAR NORMAL
COURSE

for the training of teachers of
Household Science and Art.
SHorT CoUursEes and a Housg-
KEEPERS' COURSE are offered
to those who do not wish to
teach,

Calendars furnished on request.

MISS HARRIET NORRIS

PRINCIPAL
145 Jarvis Street, - - - - Toronto,

Send for our Iln! of
Sunday School
Requisites

WILLIAM BRICCS, Wesley Buildings, TORONTO

YOUR WINTER'S STUDY
SHOULD INCLUDE
The

Epworth League

Reading Course

For 1903=1904

It consists of the following
popular volumes :
Lessons in Life

By DR. J, G. HOLLAND. A splendid book for

| young people. One of the best that has been put

into the Course.

Our Church

By Dr. J. L. HUrRLBUT.
believe and how they work.
Canadian needs.

What Methodists
Adapted to the

Nature’s Miracles

By Evisna Gray, Pu.D., LL.D.
Energy, Vibration, Explosives,

Vol. 2.

The regular price of these three volumes is as
follows :

*Lessons in Life” . - . . . $12
“OurChurch” . . . . . . . 0@
“Nature's Miracles” - - . . . 0@

26

They will be sold in the set for $1.25, which
is about half price. If sent by mail, 20c. must
be added for postage. The best way for Circles to
secure the books will be to have them sent by
express,

Order at once and get an early start,

WILLIAM BRIGGS
Wesley Buildings - Toronto
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Our Father.

HE sonship of believers is a New
Testament doctrine. Christ first
taught it. Moses, Job, David,

Isaiah, and Daniel were * servants.”
‘When the amazed disciples heard Jesus
say, “Our Father,” can you wonder at
them asking, * Teach us to pray ;” pos-
sibly meaning, “ Teach us so that we
may use that prayer, too.”

We become sons of God by faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ and the act or new
birth of regeneration. “ As many as re-
ceivel him to them gave he power to
become the sons of God, even to them
that believe on his name. Which were
born, not of blood, nor of the will of the
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.”

The sonship is the direct gift of the
Lord Jesus Christ to the believer, and
is through an actual birth by the Holy
Ghost, and not by any legal act of adop-
tion; a son by living birth.

Our sonship comes to each of us through
personal union with Jesus, and brings us
Into the fellowship of his own sonship,
making us each a child or son of God, in
the same sense as he is, himself, the

‘" only begotten son.” Nay, more, we are

-callel to the privileges of the first-born,

and not that of younger brethren. The
eldest, or “first-born,” sons inherit, in
all eastern countries, the titles and
greater portion of the wealth of the
father. Jesus is the “ First-born” Son
of God, and the only-begotten in a sense
that can never be applied to any other.
Yet, it is this very sonship that he shares
with us. We are like him, with him, and
even as he, the only-begotten Son of
God. Search the Word and see what it
says. It may appear strange that it
should be thus with so great a multitude
of believers, but he is expressly called
“the first-born among many brethren.”
Jesus said in his prayer, interceding for
them who should believe through the
word of his disciples: *“ That they may
be one, even as we are one; I in them
and thou in me, that they may be made
perfect in one; that the world may know
that thou hast sent me and hast loved
them as thou hast loved me.” Oh, the
breath and depth of tenderness and
fraternal love in that prayer! What
gentle daughter would ask a careful and
affectionate father to love all the children
of the neighbourhood as he loved her, an
only child? Yet that is what Jesus does.

Who is there that would give away the
wonderful and peculiar love of a lover or
a sweetheart, a husband or a wife, to
any one else? Yet Jesus does more than
that when he gives his own pecu-
liar treasure of the Father's love
to himself away to sordid, sinful
men and women. Reverently listen
again to him in the closing words
of that solicitous prayer before
parting in that “upper room " of rever-
ent memory : “ Let the love which thom
hast tor me be in them and I in them.”
Love them just as thou hast loved me,
and bestow all the favour on them thou
dost on me. No wonder the weeping
“Magdalene,” as she caught a glimpse of
his loving heart, kissed his feet. How
can he love us so!

The Father loves the sinner with a love
of pure compassion. He loves the be-
liver with a love of complacency and
delight, not because it is merited or Je-
served, but by reason of the very instinct
of his Father heart. Therefore, it is
perfect love. It is also everlasting love,
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hath beea and ever will be. “I have
loved thee with an everlasting love,”
Mountains may moulder into dust, oceans
evaporate and parch like the burning
sands of the desert, constellations crum-
ble, and as the fine dust of the balance
vanish, yea, heaven and earth may pass
away, but the love of God, our Father,
constant will remain,

How tenderly ang wisely also he in-
structs, disciples and teaches his chil-
dren.  There is none that understand-
eth and teacheth like unto him. How
carefully he measures and gauges the
power, capability, earnestness, spirit, and
talent of each child, His curriculum
fits every individusl scholar so ag to
make the most of his pupil. How pleased
and proud he is when they harken and
obey. It was written of one: “ He in-
creased in wisdom and stature, in favour
with God and man.”

The Holy Ghost is the very first gift of
the new life, and he comes to each as a
teacher bearing the Father's introduc-
tion: “ He shall lead you into all truth
and teach you all things.” Nor does he
teach only. He g a trainer. It ig the
training that counts, His teaching
causeth us to know; his training to do.
Knowledge cometh by the teaching, skill
by the training. The teaching fills the
mind with noble truths; the training
shapes the thoughts, actions and habits
into character, It ig not all kinder-
garten, music and class-room exercises
in his school. The learner needs the
touch of discipline from the very be-
ginning, gently at the outset; first a
shadow, then a SOrrow; bane and burden
follow fast; pain, poverty, peril, naked-
ness and sword, and then the “com-
mencement exercises,”

The children of earth dwell in the
father's home and have access to and
walk and talk with him. So the child
of God dwells in the presence of his
Father, and has unbroken communion
with him. Through Christ we have ac-
cess by the Spirit to the Father., His
heart is our home, his presence our
pavilion, the light of his countenance our
delight and glory. We truly have a
foretaste of the promised fellowship of
eternity, when “God himself shall be
with them and be their God.”

The children of God are made * par-
takers of the divine nature.” Every

grace of character and moble act of ser-
vice is from him, and because of our son-
ship.

It is all through the Son, by the Son

and’ for the Son. " The Father loveth
the Son, and hath given all things into
his hand. He that believeth on him hath
everlasting life.” “Al] things are yours,
Ye are Christ’s and Christ is God’s.”

LLEWELLYN A. MORRISON, j
Toronto, 1903.

—

The Intermediate Scholar, s

THE scholar from twelve to sixteen

is the most difficult to teach and

to hold, and often the one upon

whom the least attention is bestowed.

The following from the The Kansas Sun-

day School Journal ig very timely and
suggestive:

The Intermediate scholar has at least
three needs:

First, and perhaps most important, a
8ood teacher. We are too apt to take
any one for a Sunday School teacher,
especially for an intermediate class, We
say that one should be especially adapted
to children to make a primary teacher,
and for the Bible classes we try to find
Jome one who has some special qualifica-
tions, but for the intermediate classes we
take the first one who offers himse!f Let
a poor teacher once fasten himself upon a
class and he hangs like a leech, and we
have not the courage to pull him off for
fear we might hurt his feclings, and
rather let the class die, We do not
choose or retain teachers in that way in
our public schools, A good, faithful, sin-
cere teacher is hard to find and keep, but
it is one of the crying needs of the inter-
mediate scholar,

Second. The intermediate scholar needg
discipline. The primary scholar has timid-
ity and the adult scholar has self-resnee:
The intermediate scholar has neither,
therefore needs discipline.  The inter-
mediate Sunday School class is one of
the hardest places in the world to main-
tain discipline. It ig maintained in the
army and navy by court-martial; in the
prison by the whipping-post and straight-
Jacket; in the public school by punish-
ment and expulsion; in the home by con-
stant reproof and occasional punishment.
None of these are available in the Sunday
School except reproof, which does not
hurt, and expulsion, which the average
boy courts and invites, The only way to
maintain discipline is by the greatest
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care, constant watching, and by keeping
the attention and interest of each memb:

These ideas are grand and inspiring in

of the class.

This leads me to the third need of the
intermediate scholar, i.e., something to
interest him. There is but one thing to
teach in the Sunday School. That is the
old, old story. Every lesson leads to
that. Every chapter has that for its
final theme, but it can be taught in a
thousand ways and made interesting even
to a restless, impatient boy. To in-
terest a boy or girl, the teacher should
make the lessons hang together and fol-
low one another so that the scholar may
see the progress of the quarter. Usually
the scholar sees each lesson by itself and
gets neither the connection nor harmony
of the whole. It is impossible to engage
his interest in that way.

A blackboard or chart is one of the best
schemes for interesting a class

But in my opinion system and harmony
in the whole quarter’s study is of prime
importance.—Ex.

The Uatrained Teach

their tion, but the results of bring-
ing them into prominence at the present
time are disastrous. I do not think it
s an exaggeration to say that twenty
Sunday School teachers are ded where
one minister is required. Ministers and
secular teachers devote their whole time
to their work and receive a salary for it.
Some already declare that the same
should be true of the Sunday School
teacher, but it is evident that this can-
not be done to any appreciable extent for
generations to come. Under present
conditions, therefore, the unfortunate re-
sults of emphasizing so strongly the idea
of special normal training for the Sunday
School teacher are threefold. First of
all, it has produced a feeling of the most
profound discouragement in the hearts of
faithful, ientious, ul teach-
ers This condition is so evident among
teachers of my own acquaintance and
observation that I feel sure that I am not
mistaken in saying that it is general, I
have heard most excellent teachers say
that they had almost determined never to
80 to a Sunday School convention again,

BY REV. J. MERVIN HULL,

“I believe that the day is coming, and
I hope that I may live to see it, when
every teacher in every Sunday School will
make written application for the position,
and every teacher will have a mormal
training school certificate.”

This remark is quoted as coming from
a noted Bible-school worker at a Bible-
scheol convention. It 18 an idea which
has frequently found expression of late.
It is repeated with a good deal of energy
by speakers before audiences of Sunday
School teachers who never have had and
who never can have technical education.
It is reprinted in various forms in period-
icals which circulate among teachers and
those who are to be teachers in a short
time, if the number of teachers is to be
kept full. In these articles and addresseg
the work of the Sundayschool teacher is
often compared to that of the minister,
and still oftener to the work of the toacher
in secular schools, and then it is asked,
“If the ministerd and the secular teacher
need the special training of the seminary
and the normal school for their work, how
can the Sunday School teacher do good
work unless he has a similar technical
training ?”

they were there urged to do so
many impossible things, Again, young
Christians are becoming more and more
reluctant to take a Sunday School class.
For many of them normal training is
out of the question, and they do not wish
to take a position for which very high
authority has declared that they are

We should think not only of
the large city churches, but of thousands
and thousands of smaller Sunday Schools
Scattered all over the country. The third,
and perhaps the most unfortunate ré-
sult, is that when these ideas are em-
phasized the scholafs discount the good
and earnest work done by teachers who
have not had special normal training.
If great leaders say that teachers are not
fitted for their work, the scholars will be
apt to think so, too,

This is not written to disparage the
most complete normal training when it
is possible to procure it—provided that
the heart is trained equally with tLe in-
tellect Let any Sunday chool that can
do so have a corps of trained and salaried
teachers. But meanwhile let us not be-
little the work of untrained teachers, For
generations to come most of the teaching
must be done by such teachers, and they
are deserving of all honour. Moreover,

there are qualities which normal training -

cannot bestow, but which all teachers
must have in order to do successful work.
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hormal training would be worthless
without thege qualities, If any untrained
teachers should read this and be encour-
aged thereby, | should feel that what I
have written is not, in vain.—Westminster
Teacher,

The Teacher’s Dream,

The weary teacher sat alone
While twilight gathered on,
d not a sound was heard around :
The boys and girls were gone,

The weary teacher sat alone,
Unnerved ang pale was he ;

Bowed by a yoke of care, he spoke
In sad soliloquy :

“ Another round, another rounq
Of labour thrown away,

Another chain of toil and pain
Dragged through a tedious day.

“Of no avail ig constant zeal,
Love’s sacrifice is loss,

The hopes of morn 8o golden, turn
Each evening into drogs,

“I squander on a barren fleld
My strength, my life, my al,

He sighed, ang low upon hig hands
His aching brow he prest,

And like a Spell upon him fe])
A Soothing sense of rest,

Ere long he lifted up hig face,
But started back aghast,—

The room by strange and sudden change
Assumed proportions vast.

It seemed a senate hall, and one
Addressed a listening throng ;

Bach burning worq all bosoms stirred,
Applause rose loud and long.

The wildered teacher thought he knew
The speaker’s voice and look,

“And for his name,” said he, “the same
Is in my record boo! R

The stately senate hall dissolved,
A church rose in its place,

Wherein there 8tood one wise anq good,
Dispenslng words of grace,

And though he heard the solemn voice,
And saw the beard of gray,
The teacher’s thought wag strangely
Wrought ;
“My yearning heart to-day,

“ Wept "tlor this youth whose wayward
w

Against persuasion strove,
Compemng force, love’s last resource,
To establish laws of love,”

The church, g phantasm, vanished.soon, -
What say the teacher then ?

In classic gloom of alcoved room,
An author plied his pen,

“My idlest laq ! " the teacher said,
Filled with a new Surprise,

“8hall 1 behold hig name enrolleq
Among the great and wise 7 »

The vision of a cottage home

The teacher next aescried : :

A mother’s face illumed the place
Her influence canctified.

“A miracle! g miracle,
This matron wel) I know !

She was a wilq and careless ckild,
Not half an hour ago,

“Now, when she to her children speaks
Of duty’s golden rule,

Her lips repeat in accents sweet,
My words to her at school.”

The scene transformed, became once more
The school-house rude and old ;

Upon the wall did darkness fall,
The evening air was cold.

“A dream ! ” the sleeper, waking, said,
Then paced along the floor,

And whistling low and soft and slow,
He locked the school-house door,

His musing heart was reconcfled
To love's divine delays ;
The bread forth cast returns at last,
Lo, after many days,
—Angelus,
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Graded Work Under Difficulties.

BY ALBERT B. CARNER.

Se OW can you grade a Sunday
School that has only the sin-
gle room of a country church

to meet in ?” was the question raised
by a rural worker at a recent conven-
tion, after an address had been given on
the subject. The difficulty is not uncom-
mon, neither is it unconquerable,

Partitions.—In almost any congregation
there can be found some man—or woman,
quit as likely—who is “ knacky.” A few
yards of stove-pipe wire, of better still, of
clothes-line wire, a few stout screw hooks,
a few yards of rep or other curtain stuff,
quiet in colour and of cotton or silk,
according to taste, brass rings, a little
thoughtful planning and careful work-
manship, will make good class rooms in
the plainest church. Possibly one or two
stout corner posts may be needed where
the stretch between walls is great or is
unbroken by columns.

When the class room is not required the
curtain is pushed along the wire to the
wall, and is not only out of the way but
possibly may add by colour and draping
to the grace of the room.

Or large movable screens may be bought
or made; and for size, appearance, and
general suitabl the h de would
probably be the best.

Quietness.—But whether with or without
partitions, grades or no grades, quiet
habits ought to be cultivated in every Sun-
day school, and the scholars are not al-
ways the chief offenders. If the teachers
can be trained in the matters of voice
motions, chairs, papers, the scholars will
respond. In fact, it must begin with the
superintendent, where things usually be-
gin, good or bad. He must not open his
lslchool with a gong solo. “ Like begets

ke.”

A superintendent some years ago had
this habit, and his bell ringing was grow-
ing louder and longer by practice. He
had read somewhere of the “raised hand.”
He announced to his school one day that
thereafter they must not expect the usual
summons to order, but that when the
tower bell ceased ringing he would raise
his hand. That would be the signal for
all talking to cease and for a few moments

of silent prayer. On the following Sun-
day, as soon as the tower bell started,
the superintendent stepped to the front
of the platform and stood there in perfect
silence. One after another noticed him
and became quiet. When the bell ceased
he raised his hand, and almost immedi-
ately the whole school bowed reverently
in silent prayer. After about two min-
utes or less a single gentle tap of the
small bell brought all to their feet, and
the opening hymn was sung. That leader
has maintained his custom ever since,
and sees no reason for a change.

In a crowded section of New York City,
in one of the public schools, three classes
had to retain their places in the main as-
sembly room, separated only by curtains
not much higher than a tall man’s head.
There they recited, read, had dictation
work, etc., all day long, and rarely did a
voice or sound from any one class rise to
a pitch that would disturb the others.
Tuey were trained to it.

Times and Places.—Where there is a
strong desire for separate study some of
the classes—the primary, for example, or
the normal or adult class—might meet
half an hour earlier or half an hour later
than the main school. It might even be
on a difforent day, say half an hour be-
fore or after the mid-week service.

The adult classes, if under pressure of
great zeal, could gather at a quite differ-
ent place, say at the pastor’s or teacher’s
house, for their advanced study.

Will and Way.—Ah, there it is! Our
grandmother’s maxim, “ Where there’s a
will there's a way,” has lost nothing by
‘“higher criticism.” Let any company of
Sunday School workers inform them-
selves of the merits of a graded system
and they will probably find a way to work
it out.

It is growing in use every year. [t is
not incompatible with the International
or any other system of lessons, for it is
commonly used as a parallel or supple-
mentary study. It need not break up
associations, for the classifications may
be, and often are, so arranged as to have
teacher and class move together through
the course.

The graded system is not all of Sunday
School endeavor. It is not even the best
part of our work, for, outranking all else,
is the spiritual element. But graded
study is the most important and promis-
ing movement before us to-day, and at
least a practical, healthy, happy measure
of it is possible to every Sunday School.
—Ex.
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- The Teacher’s Highest Aim,

BY REV. W. A. KUMP,

HE Sunday School teacher'. highest
aim and chief function should be
the salvation of souls, This is

the supreme work Inspiration and edu-
cation must lead up to evangelization.
The leading of the scholar to a decision
for Christ must be the constant purpose
of the sincere teacher.

In places were formerly the operation
of the Holy Spirit was restricted to
special times this truth is now receiving
attention, and methods are being adopted
in harmony with it.

Even Mr. Moody declared before his
death that his characteristic methods
would have to gi - way to others,

No place pres uts the same opportuni-
ties for evange ization that the Sabbath
School does very school attracts some
children fr inchristian homes. Par-
ents, who be indifferent to the claims
of Christ themselves, will gladly send
their children to the Sabbath School. The
little ones come at a time when their
hearts and minds are most impression-
able, and they usually remain interested
members of the school until that perilous
period when judgment and will supersede
the simple emotions as life’s dynamics.
The leaks in Sunday School work are not
found in the primary department, They
come at the transitional time, and this is
the critical point in the work.

It is here that the teacher should tact-
fully present the claims of Christ and his
church.

The personal application of the Scrip-
tures is infinitely more valuable than the
keenest analysis of a chapter or the most
convincing evidence of a minute familiar-
ity with an epoch. If the Sunday Schoo]
is the harvest-field of the church, the har-
vesters must be interested chiefly in gath-
ering the golden grain. Harvest-time has
its joys, but the workers must not mis-
take the occasion for a picnic or an op-
portunity for speculating upon the nature
of the soil or to-morrow’s weather !
Their business is to bring in the sheaves.

No Sabbath School teacher is doing his
full duty to the unconverted member of
his class who has come to years of re-
sponsibility until he has used every means
for leading that boy or girl to resolve to
be a Christian. Too many of our teachers

fear to speak with their pupils about this
important matter, They will explain the
Scriptures admirably, perhaps. They will

let every teacher endeavour by every
means possible to secure a decision from
every unsaved scholar to dedicate, un-
reservedly, their life to the service of the
Lord Jesus, Then, after a course of care.
ful instruction in the elements of our
religion, we will rejoice together because
of an abundant harvest safely garnered.

Get Your Pupil to Paraphrase

A prominent business man of Buffalo,
A. B. Kellogg, has solved the problem of
making the Bible lessons real, at least
as far as his class of twenty-five young
ladies is concerned. It was done through
a very simple method. When the lesson
was'on the first chapter of the Acts, each
pupil was given a small portion, and she
was asked to paraphrase the Scripture,
enlarging, explaining, and expounding it
in her own language. In reviewing the
written accounts a great deal of interest
is manifested, better results come from
this method than from anything tried in
the class, and the girls gain strong im-
pressions from such close study. As a
sample of the work of the pupils, the fol-
lowing will show how the reports are
worked out:

“Once before I wrote to you, my dear
friend, about our belief and faith, so tnat
there might be no excuse for your not
thoroughly und ding the foundation
of our faith, and the doctrine which we
teach, and in which you have been in-

R T——
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structed. I wrote these things to you as
they were told to us and preached by com-
panions and eye-witnesses of our Lord
Jesus Christ, and, being clear myself on
all the questions, it seemed best for me
to write to you plainly, sc that there
might be no room for any doubts to creep
in. Many of the things that happened
during the life-time of our blessed Master,
from his birth until after his resurrection
and ascension .nto heaven, of his teach-
imgs and promises, have I written—how
he, after he had risen from the tomb,
showed himself to us (his disciples)
many times during the space of forty days
and gave us many proofs which could not
be questioned that it was really he who
was with us and talked with us; how he
told us to tarry in Jerusalem until the
promise of the Father and of himself, the
gift of the Holy Spirii should come to us,
have I told you of. Now these things
Jesus himself did, but his work was only
begun, and will be carried on by others;
for he said, ‘Greater things than these
shall ye do,’ and his promises are unfail-
ing. He commanded us, therefore, to
wait in Jerusalem until the baptism of
the Holy Spirit; for John, although he
baptized, did so only unto repentance, and
with water,—but the baptism of Jesus
Christ is of the Holy Spirit, and for the
remission of sins, and the assurance of
life eternal. (Acts 1: 1-5.)—8. 8. Times.

Methodist Magazine and Review
for September,

An admirably illustrated article on
“ Norway,” by Professor Coleman, and
one on “ Spain,’ supply the foreign travel
department of thig number. Canadian
interests are emphasized in the “Romance
of the Red River Settlement,’ and *“ The
Underground Railway,” by the Editor,
and “Canada’s Destiny,” by Rev. F, A
Wightman, Mrs, Lauder has a vivacious
article, “ Distinguisheq Persons I Have
Met ; ” the story of a great Puritan,
Richard Baxter, is more fascinating than
fiction. The missionary article is on
“ Africa and its Outlook.” * We give the
first part of a valuable vontribution on
* Wesley’s Doctrine of Christian Perfec-
tion,” by Dr. Burwash, Short and serial
storles furnish a lighter element,

Toronto: Willlam Brigga. Montreal:
C. W. Coates. Halifax: S, F. Huestis,
$2.00 a year; $1.00 for six raouths.

Bible Geography in the Class.

—_—

BY ANNE GUILBERT MAHON,

‘ N 7 HAT teacher of a class of restless,

inatteritive boys or girls has not

turned with relief to the map

and found the children’s attention in-

stantly riveted in finding the various

DPlaces, or in tracing the journeys referred
to in the lesson ?

Yet, as a general thing, what hopeless
searching there is, and what puckering of
little foreheads, as the children look in
most impossible localities for the places
mentioned.

A class of boys or girls just out of the
Intermediate Department when given a
map of the United States could point to
the city of Washington with their eyes
shut; but ask the same class of find Jer-
usalem, and there will be a hasty survey
of maps—some of the children even por-
ing over that of Canaan—and at last one
WHI happen on the right location.,

Of course, there are scholars, and many
of them, so well drilled at home and by
careful teachers that they can turn
quickly to the places mentioned. But in
the average classes of boys and girls an
utter ignorance of Bible geography will
be found,

It teachers but realized the impression
made upon the child’s mind by having a
clear idea of the places and journeys men-
tioned, they would insist on tracing them
out and studying the lesson may in hand.

“ A certain man went down from Jeru.
salem to Jericho ” will be read by a class
In a Gcareless, parrot-like way, and the
words will convey no meaning if not em-
phasized by reference to the map; but one
little girl—from the infant class, too—
came home one Sunday full of the beauti-
ful lesson of the Good Samaritan, With
childish pride she pointed out on the map
of her own little Bible the way, describing
the rocky, dangerous road and the number
of miles traversed. It was one of those
lessons which sink deep into a child’s
heart and leave a memory never to be
effaced—strengthened and made plain by
her clear understanding of the journey.

What class is not interested immedi-
ately in tracing the journeys of the chil-
dren of Israel from Egypt to the Promised
Land, the wanderings of Abraham, of
Jacob, and of Joseph,

And it is not only as a matter of in-
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terest, but as one of vital importance that
the children should know the reality of
the places mentioned in the Bible. The
hazy, misty view entertained by many, of

pertain to'life eternal, 3

If teachers could spend but five minuteg
of every lesson on drilling in Bible geog-
raphy, they woulq
short

impressions which would
the young minds, leading
looked for.—Ex,

be made upon
to results un-

Study the Class-Book,

Take time for the study of your class-
OW many were present at the be-
of this year? Perhaps all are not

are you responsible for those who were
committed to your care and teaching?
It may not be pleasant to be reminded
of our shortcomings, but it may do us
80od. Better try to answer for thege
precious souls now, when failureg may be
arrested, than to put of until there is
Do more opportunities.

Objections,

As soon as grading in the Sunday
School is proposed, it is
colossal, and
those who
tion: “we cannot, we must not, make a
change of teachers. It wi) never do.
Why, Miss S— has had that class of
young men ever since they were boys !”
Exactly, that ig one of the very best
reasons for a change, Unless there is a
very remarkable bump of faithfulness in
those boys, or a very remarkable teaching
gift in Miss 8——, those young men will

-he found

Sradually drop from Sunday Schoo] like
autumn leaves from the bough, |t is
in the power of very few _teachers to
adapt themselves equally wefl to scholars
at succeeding stages of development, ¢
Miss 8—— wag g 80od teacher for those

they have outgrown, or at least wearied
of, her methods, ¢ But a good teacher,”

versa,
this fact, Indeed,
never half discovered or half developed
its teaching force, The new interest in
Dormal work promiges better things in
this direction.

When, by the combined insight of the
Superintendent anqd the teacher, each
teacher has discovered the grade in which
he is best fitted to teach, that should pe
his settled station, Here he should re-
main while classes come to him for ip.
struction, enriched by experience and
adaptation, which he is able to give, andq
then pass on.—Rev, John Wright Buck-
ham, in Sunday School Times,

A Deserved Tribute,

—

That brilliant author, Robert Louis
Stevenson, did not fulfil all the hopes of
his early years, He was a child of a
deeply religious nature, but had scarcely
8rown to manhood before he gave evid-
ence of a complete loss of early faith and
reverence. He was fiippant and almost
hostile to organized religion, Hig last
years were spent in the Samoan Islands,
where he went in search of health.

e e ey e et
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faith which he had lost. His own story

fore his death Stevenson said:

“I had conceived a great prejudice
against missions in the South Seas, and
had no sooner come there than that pre-
Judice was at first reduced, and then at
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cease to complain of mission work and
its effects.”

The convgrsion of Stevenson to for-
eign missions resembles that of Charles
Darwin the naturalist, who 7isited the
island of Terra del Fuego and described
its inhabitants as the most degraded and
brutal people living on the earth, but re-
turning to the island some years after-
wards he became so clearly convinced of
the power of the Gospel to redeem the
most savage tribes that he became a re-
gular contributor to the London Mission-
ary Society. When men of this character
and experience with foreign missions
commend them so heartily, we can only
pity the ignorance of those who decry
their usefulness and bewail the expendi-
ture of men and money as a useless sac-
rifice.—Ram’s Horn,

The Fireside Church.

The Rev. L. A. Banks, in the American
Messenger, utters these suggestive
words:

My judgment is that modern Christian-
ity is losing more from the absence of
the fireside Church in Christian homes
than from almost any other single cause,
Nothing can take its place. Prayer in
secret is important, prayer in public is
our duty; but the sweetest fellowship and
the most effective worship for the building
up of strong, healthy Christian character
ever known to man is the Church by the
fireside, where father and mother and
brothers and sisters unite in loving fel-
lowship at the mercy seat. Under cover
of public worship hypocrisy has some-
times crept in; even private prayer has
not always been free from Pharisaism;
but zealous family prayer, the Church by
the fireside, cannot long be maintained
without both sincerity and humility,

How to Get Competent Teachers.

No one should be allowed to teach a
class until the superintendent has evi-
dence that one is competent for the work.
A Sunday School worker has made good
his claim that he could go into Protestant
schools anywhere as a total stranger and
immediately be accepted as a teacher in
nine times out of ten. Is this a right
condition of affairs ? There are, how-
ever, schools in which a teacher’s creden-

tials are carefully considered. One such
is the Calvary Baptist of the city of Wash-
ington, over which Miles M. Shand pre-
sides. Mr. Shand writes as to the
sources of supply for his teaching
force as follows: “We get teachers
in three ways: 1. From among
new-comers who are alréady well
known as good teachers. 2. From our
large substitute teachers’ list,—about one
hundred,—which is made possible by our
big adult department. Teachers of most
of the classes there furnish our substi-
tute teachers’ superintendent with names
of members who are willing to teach occa-
sionally, and the work of these substi-
tutes is carefuly looked at, and the best
of them, or some of the best, are worked
into the permanent force. 3. The young-
est folk among us get considerable train-
ing in the subdivided primary department,
The assistants do no teaching, but listen
to splendid teaching right along In the
intermediate department, next above the
primary, where many go with classes
from the primary, the teachers teach
only the lesson story; all other teaching
there is from the platform. The Bible
Club not only studies the lessons, but
presents methods, model lessons, etc., and
much may be gained there. This, in
brief, is our way of getting teachers—all
of whom, except such people as we
actually know about, are placed in classes
temporarily, and then appointed teachers,
if it seems best.”—S, S. Times.

Queries.

Does the Home Department tend to
draw people from the Sunday School, and
80 diminish the Sunday School attend-
ance ?

No, the tendency is the other way, as
experience shows. Many who did not
attend the session of the school have,
through an interest created in the Home
Department study, been impelled to visit
the school and then to become regular at-
tendants. In this way the Home Depart-
ment is a feeder to the school, but it will
always be needed, not only for those who
do not go to the Sunday School, but also
for those who cannot, and the latter class
is exceedingly numerous. If the Home

Department is properly worked it will
increaSe the regular attendance in the
school, and yet in many places be as
large as the school in session, for every-
body in the community ought to be con-
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nected with the school in some way, If
they cannot go to the school they should
be in the Home Department.

How would you secure the attendance
of children on the church services ?

Various ways may be necessary, If
one will not do, then try another. The
superintendent and teachers in the Sun-
day School should be shown that the
Sunday School that does not get the
scholars to the church services falls be-
low its privilege and duty and is a com-
parative failure Such a school is train-
ing the scholars to stay away from the
church, and after a whife the habit of
non-attendance will ome so strong
that the pupils will be lost both to the
church and the school. The officers and
teachers should not be lectured on the
subject Lefore the scholars, and neither
pupils nor teachers should be scolded,
The superintendent frequently may speak
of attendance on the church service as
though such attendance was expected as a
matter of course, and as though it was a
matter of Jdelightfu] privilege, The pastor
may, from time to time, publicly refer to
it in a similar way and show the duty of

God preached. Publicly and privately
the matter should be laid upon the con-
science of parents and those who have
the care of children. Sunday School
teachers have a great opportunity and a

regularly in the preaching services, In
addition, it wil help to have an honor
roll or a system of rewards for those who
attend regularly, At least the teacher
should commend the scholars for attend-
ing and thus show them that she expects
them to attend and that she notes their
absence. The matter is so important
that every legitimate method should be
tried.—Bible Student.

Observe Temperance Day.

It Christianity is ever to overcome the
£aloon it must do so first by boycotting it.
The only effectual boycott is the one that
pledges boys and girls to forever declare
themselves enemies to strong drink. The
saloon cannot live without the boys. The
men who patronize it mow are dying.
The boys must take their places if the
saloon continues to prosper. The saloon
power realizes the force of this truth, 1t

openly declares that it must look to the
future by creating in children an appe-
tite for strong drink, and this js being
Systematically done by the expenditure of
large sums of money spent in treating
little boys. Hell never engaged in a
more infernal business than that which
wantonly seeks to plant In the nature ot
a child an appetite which is as sure to
destroy both soul and body as vitriol is
sure to burn,

Seek to get the boys and girls pledged
against al] intoxicating liquors—let the
pledge include cider and cigarettes,
Then seek to lead them to Jesus that they
may have the needed higher power to
faithfully keep the pledge,.—Ex,

The Best We Have.

Christ wants the best, He in the far-oft
ages
Once claimed the firstling of the flock,
the finest of the wheat,
And still he asks his own with gentlest
pleading
To lay their highest liopes and brightest
talents at His feet,
He'll not forget the feeblest service, hum-
blest love ;
He only asks that of our store we give
him

The best we have,

Christ gives the best, He takes the hearts
we offer
And fllls them with his glorious beauty,
Joy, and peace,
And in his service, as we're growing
stronger,
The calls to grand achievements stif] in.
crease,
The richest gifts for us on earth, or in the
heaven above,
Are hid in Christ. In Jesus we receive
The best we have

And is our best too much ? o friends, let
Us remember
How once our Lord poured out his sou!
for us,
And in the prime of his mysterious man-
hood

Gave up his brecious life upon the
cross !

The Lord of lords, by whom the worlds
were made,
Through bitter grief and tears gave us
The best he had.
—Interior.

L S o B e
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How to Get Trained Teachers.

Perhaps the securing of trained
teachers is not so difficult after all. A
writer in the Saturday Evening Post,
who has evidently given the matter of
the training of Sunday School teachers
much thought, says:

The difficulties in the way of such
training are often many and great.
Nevertheless, they are seldom, if ever,
insuperable difficulties. There is mno
clergyman who may not gather about
him, periodically, at least, a small band
of faithful men and women, to inspire
and train them just as the Master, Christ,
inspired and trained the twelve apostles.
The clergyman can obtain for the mere
asking the use of such special helps as
shall draw out and develop special fitness,
enabling his teachers to do their work
as those having authority. But such a
course stands only for the minimum of
equipment. The ideal school would be
that in which every teacher would be a
graduate from a college for the training
of Sunday School teachers. Doubtless
the day will come when such a school
will be demanded, and when the vocation
most highly esteemed will be that of the
men and the women who build the foun-
dation of the nation’s character.

The Cradle Roll; or, Little Light
Bearers,

What is being done in our Branches
along this line ? Mrs, Read, Correspond-
ing Secretary for the Montreal Branch,
reports five hundred babies enrolled al-
ready, and writes : “Our organizers are
doing nicely with the Little Light
Bearers, and I think we shall soon have
an army of them. We have eleven dis-
tricts, and each district has a color of
its own. The Little Light Bearers’ cards
are hung in banner fashion, with baby
ribbon in the district color. The colors
are red, pink, sky-blue, white, dark-blue,
yellow, cardinal, orange, purple, green,
and brown. About oné yard is needed.”

What a beautiful work is this! and
what an ornament to any auxiliary meet-
ing would be the banner composed of the
pretty cards, with the sweet baby faces
looking out, and the touch of color given
by the ribbon.

By enrolling the bables, we have the
chain complete, not a link missing. Or,

using the figure of a ladder, we have, as
the first step, the Little Light Bearers ;
the second, the Mission Band ; the third,
the Mission Circle, and the fourth, the
Auxiliary—a ladder like Jacob's, reach-
ing into heaven, and on which the angels
of Jesus pass up and down, blessing, with
likeness to the master and workfellow-
ship with him, those who are found on its
ever-rising steps, until at last the faith-
ful worker hears the “ Well done!” of
the King.—Ex.

Annual Output of Books,

The Homiletic Review states that in-
vestigation shows some surprising facts
in the issue of new books in various
nations.

Thirteen great countries show a total
of 77,250 different works, of which edu-
cational and classical books were the
largest class, 11,631 ; second,
7,988.

Germany is surprisingly in the lead.
The list is:

Germany, different new works, 23,908,

France, different new works, 13,268,

Italy, different new works, 9567,

Great Britain, different new works,
7,249,

United States, different new works,

316.

novels

'Ne'therlands, different new works,
'Beiglum and other lands, different new
works, 2,272,

England produces the largest number
of novels, Germany second, United States
third. Germany leads in books of edu-
cation, art, science, belles-lettres, law,
medicine, theology, and travel; France
first in history and drama; Italy books
on political economy. The United States
eomes fourth in educational works,
second in law, fourth in science, sixth
in medicine, fifth in history, travel,
poetry, theology, and the drama.

Imitativeness in the Child.

The child imitates its parents, and it
imitates other children. It does this with
surprising closeness, always startling to
the observer. Watch children at play
in the city or country, little girls repro-
ducing the home life, little boys the shop

or store. *
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or store. “There! you nasty brat! ” says
the little girl to her doll with a cuff on
its head. Who said and did that before?
One pastor tells of a little girl of four
years who astonished her mother by
scolding her “bad” doll: “Jennie, you wiil
80 to hell if you don’t be gocd; but never
mind, I'll go with You, my mamma
says!” The mother was unobserved by
the child and moved away to think. She
had never used the harsh word in her
hysterical scoldings, but she said “bad
place” frequently, and the child very
characteristically used the more vivid
word. This actual case is important to
put upon record.

Watch the boys imitate their fathers,
How pathetic the effort to learn to
smoke, bravely suffering the repeated
nausea! Hear the profane words, the
swaggering talk, the silly remarks
echoed. Remember it is the unusual, the
striking, really the follies and blunders,
which are most imitated, These appeal
powerfully to childish imagination either
for good or evil. How all this should
move parents to correct lives and man-
ners at home, and the teacher to rever-
ence, patience, faith, cheerfulness, and
love in the school; for during the school,
and, if the spirit 1s intense, possibly all
the week, the teacher will be imitated
also. When every folly and every sin is
sure to be repeated by our innocent chil-
dren who can find sin attractive enough
to be a temptation?

Children imitate other little children.
Hence the value of reverence by all the
scholars, and of a good spirit developed
iu all. Every good scholar is really an-
other teacher to the rest. The new
pedagogy rightly, and not too strongly,
emphasizes the school as a social world
in which all the scholars react on each
other powerfully,

Union of the Churches.

—

At the recent Epworth League Conven-
tion of the Montreal Conference, held in
Granby, Que., the following resolution
Was moved by Rev. C. R, Manning,
seconded by Rev. J. D, Ellis, and passed
enthusiastically and unanimously : “ We,
the members of the Montreal Conference
Epworth League, in convention as-

sembled, desire to place on record our
appreciation of the manifest disposition
among the evangelical churches to over-

look thelr differences, and draw closer
together in the Prosecution of the work
to which they are called, and while we
hall with delight any movement looking
toward federation, we are strongly of the
opinion that the most desirable way to
conserve our forces and make the most
effective use of the resources at our com-
mand is by organic union ; and, further,
Wwe believe that the time has come for
such union to be effected between the
Methodist, Pregbyterian and Congrega-
tional Churches, and we hereby pledge
ourselves to use our influence to this end,
and pray that it may speedily be accomp-
lished.”

It is somewhat significant that expres-
slons like this are becoming more and
more frequent. The evils of denomina-
tional rivalry in small places are being
more acutely felt, and the conviction is
growing that something must be done,

union, but as far ag the actual preach-
ing, practice, and the general belief of
the people are concerned, there {s scarcely
anything to prevent these three denomi-
nations from coming together, Many ot
our Bpworth Leaguers wil] doubtless 1ive
to see it accomplished,

No Time.

Many decline to do church work on the
plea that they have no time. Especially
is this so when they are asked to teach

“Isn’t that lovely ?” agked a young
girl, holding up a large and nost elabor-
ately embroidered table mat for the ad-
miration of a friend.

“It is very pretty, indeed,” said the
lady. “It must have taken you g long
time to embroider it,”

“Indeed it did!” was the almost
triumphant reply, * Why, do you know,
I kept an exact account of the time I
spent on that cloth, and it aggregated
nearly four weeks, allowing eight hours
to each day.”

Later in the conversation the fact was
developed that she had given up a class
of little girls in a mission Sunday School
because she simply had no time in which
to prepare the lesson.”
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Value of Sunday Schools,

The Annual Report of the Board of
Managers of the Baptist Publication
Society says about Sunday Schools and
civilization this strong word:

We desire to afirm our reasons for
belief in our modern Sunday School. It
is a great civilizing agency. There is no
institution more potent for training

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

youth in the great principles of morality
which lie at the basis of all government
than the Sunday School. Were the
twenty-three millions of our young people
put into the hands of competent teachers
for five years, crime would be lessened
and a new code of morals appear. For
centuries the Bible has gone hand in
hand with civilization, science, and law.
They are the most helpful to civilization
who teach most the book.

LESSONS AND GOLDEN TEXTS—-FOURTH QUARTER,

from 8 to 8ol

Studies in the OId T

Lesson 1. Oct. 4.—~DAviD BriNes UP THR ARK., 2
Sam. 6 : 112 Study ve. 1-19, Commit 1,12, ead
1 Chron. chs. 13, 15, lG also 2 Sam. 5: 17-25.) GoLpeN
Texv: Pe. 84: 4. Blessed are they that dwell in thy
houle

Oot. 11.—Gop's COVANANT with Davip, 2 Sam. 7: 4-
lG. Stuly v 1.20. Commit ve. 8, 9. (Compare 1 Chron,
17 and Ps. 80. Kead 2 Sam. chs. 8-10.) GoLpkn Texr:
2 Sam. 7: 16, Thy throne shall be established for ever.

8. Oct. 18.—Davip's CoxvessioN. Ps. 61: 1-17. Study
ve. 1-10, Commit vs. 1-4. (Read 1 Sam. chs. 11, 12)
Goupey Texr: P, 51:10. Create in me a clean heart, 0
od

4. Oct. 25.—DaviD's Joy Over ForaiveNEss. Ps, 82,
Commit ve. 67, (Read Rom. che, 4, 5.) GoupeN Texr:
Ps. 81:1. Blessed is he whose mnuuuinn is forgiven,
whose sin is covered,

5. Nov. 1.—DAVID AND ABSALOM. 2 Sun 16: 1-12.
Study vs. 1-28. (‘ummcl vx. 4-6. (Read 2 >am, chs. 13,
14.) Goupen Texr: 2012, Honour thy father and
thy mother : that thy n may be long upon the land
which the Lord tty God giveth thee.

6. Nov., 8.—DAvVID'S GRIEF OVER ABSALOM. 2Bum ls.
2438, Commit ve. 31-33, (Read 2 Sam. chs. 15-20,
Goupexn Texr: Prov. 17: 25,
his father,

7. Nov. 15.—Davio's Trust Ix Gon, Ps, 28. Commit
vs. 1.8, GouoeN Texr: Ps. 23:1. The Lord ie my shep-
herd ; I shall not want,

A foolish lon is & griet to

Lesson 8, Nov, 22.—Tus CUrsE O STRONG DRiwk.
gWurld'n Temperance Lesson.) Prov. 20: 1; 28: !0.
Commit 28 : 29.82, Gousx Text : Prov. 20 :

mocker,
V. 20.—Davin's CHarGe T, SoLoMON, 1 Chron.
Commit vs, 9, 10, (Read 1 Chron, chs. 21- N)
Trxt: Prov. 8: 6. Trust in the Lord with ail
thinl heart.
. Dec. 6.

Bowuoa '8 Wisk Cuoics, 1 Klnlls:l-lh.
i 20-34, Commit ovs. 12, 1 (Read 1

g8 cl t.om pare 1 Chron, chs. b ..) Gowu
:"nr l'mv 9:10. The fear of the Lord is the beginning
11 Dn. ‘18, —Tur DIDICAIIDI or THE TrMrie, 1K
8:1-11, 62, 63. Study vs. 1-80, Comimnit vs, 9-1
(Ilud i Klnu chs. 5-8 ; 2 Chron. 7.) GoLpex Trxr:
Po.122:1. Iwas glm when they said unto me, Let us
go 'into the house of the Lord,
12. Dec. 20.—THE QUEEN OF SHEBA VisITs SOLOMON,
1 Kings 10: 1-10. Study vs, 1.18, Commit ve. 6-9. (Read
1 Kings chs, 911, Compare 2 Chron, chs. 8, 9,) GoLbrs
Texr: Prov, 20 : 2. When the righteous are ‘in authority,
the people ujoleo.
Or, Tag Biktt or Curisy. (Christmas Lesson. ) Msit,
: 112, Commit ve. 10, 11. (Read Is. 7:14-16 ; 9 : 1.16,)
GOLDI.K Texr: Matt. 1:21.  Thou shalt call his name
Jesus : lor he shall save his m e from their sins,
13. Dec. 27, —REvIEW. Ps. 108.) GoLveN Texr:
Ps, 108 : l1 The mercy M the Lord is from evorluun‘
to everlasting upon them that fear him,

ORDER O/ SERVICES—FOURTH QUARTER.

OPENING SERVICE.

1. Smexos,
I1. Resroxsive SeNteNces, |[Prov. 15, 26-83.)

T, The thought . of the mcnd are an abom-
ination to the Lokrp
Scuoon. But the words of tbe plm are pleasant

w .

Sorr, He that is greedy of gain troubleth his
own house ;

8cuooL. But he that hateth gifts shall live,

Suer. The heart of the righteous studieth to

answer :
Scuoon.  But the mouth of the wicked poureth out
evil things.
Surr.  The Loro is far from the wicked :
8CHOOL. But he heareth the prayerof therighteous,
Suer. JM of the eyes rejoiceth the heart :
good report maketh the bones

Scroow, ‘l'hc eur that heareth the reproof of life
abideth among the

Suer,  Hethat Mnmh instruction despiseth his
own soul

ScHoon. But he t-hn heareth reproof getteth
understandi fo

Sorr.  The fear of the Lokp is the instruction of

80B00L. And before honour is humility,

111, Sixaina.
1V. Tue Tax COMMANDMENTS, OR THX APOSTLES' ORRED,
V. Praven, followed by the Lord's Prayer in concert,

VL Bineixe,
LESSON SERVICE,

L Cuass Stupy or TaE Lssox,
1L, SiNGING Lkssox Hyux,
1II. RECITATION OF THE ‘l‘rru: AND GoLDEN Trxr by the
ooncert.

IV. REVIEW aND Arnw:ﬂo:d OF THE Lsson by Pastor or
intendent,
V. AppimioNay Lnlol (Spoclnl l-g: in the Church

VI, Allolmclnun l-pochuy of the Church urvloo]ud
and week-evening

pnyu mleuun.

CLOSING SERVICE,
L Biveme,

1L REsrONSIVE SknTrNCEs. [Psa, 28. 6, 7.)
Surr.  Blessed be the Lok, because he
heard zh- voic' of my o:lsxuenuou.
8ScuooL. The Loro nnnﬁh my shield ;
ﬂ b-n muud m, and I am
A, ﬁnul rejoiceth ; and
with ny lou wil

(

A
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Tnternational $Bible Lessons,

FOURTH QUARTER; STUDIES IN THE OLD TESTAMENT.

LESSON L David Brings Up the Ark, [Oct. 4,
GOLDEN TEXT, Blessed are they that dwell in thy house. Psa. 84, 4,
AUTHORIZED VERSION, REvisED Version,*
[Study also verses 13-19. Read 1 Chron, chap- 1 And Daiid again gathered together all the
ters 13, 15, 16; also 2 Sam, 5, 17-25.)

chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand, 2 And
28am. 6. 1-12. [ Comumit lomemory verses 11, 12.)  David arose, and went with all the people that
1 Again, Da'vid gathered together all the Wwere with him, from Buul«-ju«luh. to bring up
choseX nlu_'llt of l]ﬂ'l'a-(’l. thirtly thouunntl'. n from thence the ark of God, which is called by
2 And Da'vig arose, and went with a the s N - Jehov
people that were with him from Ba'a-le of Jy'- llln M}me, eubn }!W “""‘Il” t’f' 'llho\.uh of hosts
dah, to bring up from thence the ark of God, that sitteth above the cherubim. - 3 And they
whose name was called by the name of the set the ark of God upon a new cart, and brought
Logb of hosts that dwelleth between the cheru- it out of the house of Abinadab that was in the
h":l;m}&ud they set the ark of God upon a new hill: and Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab,
cart, and brought it out of the house of A-bin’- drove the new cart. 4 And they brought it out
n-dq!) that was in Gil).'e;ah: and Uz'zah and of the house of Abinadab, which was in the hill,
A’_\";l 0, the sons of A-bin a-dab, drave the new with the ark of God: ang Ahio went before the
(nfl.And they brought it out of the house of ark. 5 And David ang all the house of Israel
A-bin’a-dab which was at Gib'e-ah, accompany-  played before Jehovah with all manner of ingtry-
i“ﬁ the ark of God: and A-hi'o went before the  ments made of fir wood, and with harps, and
ark.

5 And Da'vid and all the house of Is'ra-el With psalteries, and with timbrels, and with
played before the Lorp on all manner of in- castanets, and with cymbals,

!
i

struments made of fir wood, even on harps, and 6 And when they came to the threshing floor :
on psalteries, and on timbrels, and on Cornets, ¢ Nacon, Uzzah put forth his hand to the ark of
and on cymbals,

2 . b , God, and took hold of it; for the oxen stumbled,
in: ﬁ",,ﬂ;" ?'I.:,?z':,),tbeﬂt ca,"r'a, t;,),-,:\;:‘,,(,,}:fl": ‘thh,,“r:'k 7 And the anger of Jehovah was kindled against
f God, and took old of it; for the oxen shook  Uzzah and God smote him there for his error;

0

it, and there he died by the ark of God, 8 And
[ Aﬂﬂrt!"’ “P‘"l o(f‘ tlhe L‘"‘D, I“"“h“"”;ed David was displeased, hecause Jehovah had

Eﬁvm;:itor;znfuhihzr': he'(:iliesnll:;"(;h(: 'lll‘ﬂ: :f"(;o?{ broken forth upon l'zzah.: and he called that
8 And Da'vid was displeased, because the Place Per_ez-u;/,nh. unto this day. 9 And Daviq

Lorp had made a breach upon Uz'zah: and he was afraid of Jehovah that day; and he said,

called the name of the place Pe'rez-uz'zah to How shall the ark of Jehovah come unto me?

this day. 0 So David would not ve the ark of .
9 And Da'vid was afraid of the Lorp that 10 8o David would no gt L

hovah unto him into the city of David: but

lay, K 1 f the L )

:-Si:]e ﬁgdm’::»m How shell the ko " Lows David carried it aside into the house of Obed-
10 So Da’vid would not remove the ark of the edom the Gittite, 11 And the ark of Jehovah

Lorp unto him into the city of Da'vid: but remained in the house of Obed-edom the Gittite

Da’vid carried it aside into the house of O'bed- three months: and Jehovah blessed Obed-edom,
e'dom the Git'tite, X

d all his house,

11 And the ark of the Loro continued in the 2™ ¢

house of O'bed-e’dom the Git'tite three months : 12 And it was told king David, saying, Je-
and the Lorp blessed O’bed-e’dom, and all his  hovah hath blessed the house of Obed-edom, and
household, all that pertaineth unto him, because of the ark

12 And it was told king Da'vid, saying, The of God. And David went and brought up the
Lorp hath blessed the house of O’bed-e’dom,

and all that pertaineth unto him, because of the ark of God !ro'm t!" house of Obed-edom into
ark of God, So Da’vid went and brought up the city of David with jov,

the ark of God from tle house of O'bed-e’dom
Into the city of Da'vid w.th gladness,

N NPT S e S B V3

T T Reem—

& 'B':'he Revised Version, copyright 1901, by Thomas Nelson
ns.




#

w TN

R ~ S v

it 1 N , .-

698 SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER. [Oet, 4,
Time.—B. C. 1047 (Usher). Places.—1. 8. A Good Work Accomplished (v. 11).—

Kirjath-jearim, here called “Baale of Judah.”
2. Nachon's threshing floor, afterward called
“Perez-u~zah.” 3. The house of Obed-edom, on
or near slount Zion.

Home Readings.
M. David Brings Up the Ark. 2 Sam. 6. 1-12,
T'u. Preparing for final journey. 1 Chron.
15. 1-3, 11-16.
W. Brought to Jerusalem. 1 Chron. 15. 25 to
16. 3.
Th. A psalm of praise. 1 Chron. 16. 7-22.
F. The psalm continued. 1 Chron. 16. 23-37.
8. David's prayer. Psa. 132,

8. Longing for God's house. Psa. 84.
Lesson Hymas,
New Canadian Hymnal, No, 28.
Behold, a stone in Zion laid,

A tried, a sure foundation stone,

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 26,
Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us,
O’er the world’s tempestuous sea.

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 129,
Abiding, oh, so wondrous sweet !
I’'m resting at the Saviour’s feet.

Questions for Senior Scholars.

1. A Good Work Begun (v. 15).—~What
was the condition of Israel politically, socially,
and religiously at the time of our lesson? How
long had David been king? What was David's
purpose in bringing the ark to his capital?
Consider his purpose from the ‘viewpoint of
statesmanship. Consider his purpose as that of
a religious reformer. Was David yielding to
the pressure of public sentiment, or was the
plan to bring the ark to Jerusalem original
with him? What was the ark? What had been
its history? Where was it at the beginning of
our lesson? How had it come there? Why
were “all the chosen men of Israel” called to-
gether?

2. A Good Work Impeded (v. 6-10).—Why
a cart to remove the ark? Why a new cart?
How did it happen that David was guilty of so
many oversights in his first attempt to rever-
ence the ark of God? What was the immediate
effect of Uzzah’s death on the people and the
king? What was the abiding effect?

Where was the ark left? Why there? What
was the consequence to Obed-edom? IHow did
David show his determination? What was the
outcome of the second attempt to publicly rev-
erence the ark of God? Why?

Ouesti for Int 'n Sehal

¢

1. The Removal of the Ark Begun (v. 1-5).
—What had David done up to this time in the
establish of his kingdom? What did he
desire to make Jerusalem? Where had the ark
been kept? Who did David have with him in
this enterprise? How was the ark carried?
What was done as the procession went on?

2. A Severe Warning Against Irreverence
(v. 6-9).—What caused the ark to shake as it
was being carried? What two men had charge
of it? What did one of them do? What was
wrong in what he did? What punishment
came to him? How did David feel about it?
What was wrong in David's feelings and
thoughts about God?

8. The Ark a Blessing in @ Home (v. 10-12).
—What disposition was made of the ark? How
long did it remain in that house? What was
the result to Obed-edom? What lessons did
David learn? What was at last done with the

ark?
Questions for Younger Scholars,

What was the ark of the covemant? The
#ign of God's presence. Where was it made?
In the wilderness. When was it carried by the
priests? What happened to it in the days of
Eli, the high priest? Why did not the Philis-
tines keep the ark? They thought it brought
them misfortune. What did they do with the
ark? Where did it stay for a long time? What
was now to be done with it? What was it
placed on? What went before the ark? Who
guided the cart? What did Uzzah do? What
had he been taught? Who only could touch
the ark? What came to Uzzah? Where was
the ark then carried? Why? Because David
was afraid. Was Obed-edom afraid? No.
What did the ark bring him? How long was it
there? Then what was done with it?

‘The Condensed Review.

1. What new purpose did David now form?
To bring the ark to Zion. 2. How did they
begin to carry it? On a new cart. 3, What
stopped the triumphal procession? The death
of Uszzah. 4. What caused Uzzah’s death?
His touching the ark. 5. How did this affect
David? It filled him with fear. 6. Why dil
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be wish to bring the ark to Zion? As a tribute filial affoction and obedien ; respect for our neigh-

of love to 004,“7. What is our GoLpey TexT’ bors’ rights in life, hmily,:ropon ln: tation,

* Blessed are,” oto, cxtEnndad to toholtrngg:";nd dul{:u of mo hﬂl’:
T — hesians 6, 1. ren, o our paren!

Church Catechism, in the Lord : for this is right, Hgngr zhyp?.uh.r

48, What are the duties to our fellowmen en-  and mother; which is the first commandment with
joined in the second table of the Ten Command. promise ; that it may be well with thee, and thou
menta? The duties enjoined in the second table are mayest live long on the earth.

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
Concerning the Worship of God.

L THE DUty oF DRAWING Niai TO Gon. IIL. Tue Dury or REVERENCING Gob.,
David arose with all the people to bring up The anger of the Lord was kindled against
the ark of God. v. 2. Uzzah.
Draw nigh to God, and he will draw ,nigh Let all the inhabitants of the world stand
to you. James 4. 8, in awe of the Lord. Psa. 33, 8,
Those that seek me early shall find me. Serve God acceptably with reverence and
Prov. 8. 17. godly fear. Heb, 12. 28,
The Lord is with you, while ye be with Keep my sabbaths and reverence my sanc-
him. 2 Chron. 15, 2, tuary: I am the Lord. Lev. 19. 30.
II. THE DUTY oOF PRrAISING Gob. IV. Tue Bressina or Tue PRESENCE oF Gop,
David and all Israel played before the Lord, The Lord blessed Obed-edom and all his
v. b. household. v. 11.
Great is the Lord, and greatly to be I will be with thee, and will bless thee.
praised. Psa. 48, 1, Gen. 26, 3,
It is a good thing to sing praises unto thy I will fear no evil: for thou art with me,
name, O Most High. Psa. 92, : Psa. 23. 4.
Sing unto the Lord with the harp, Psa. In thy presence is fullness of joy. Psa.
98. 5. 16. 11,

|
EXPLANATORY NOTES, t
BY ROBERT R. DOBIR'I‘Y, PH.D,

Our Lesson Story and the Additional Study Verses are in their incidents and their atmosphere very far
away from our own times, It is { p without thoughtful study to place ourselves in full sympathy
(political, social, and religious) with the national attempt to transfer the ark to Jerusalem, and with the
national con sternation that followed the death of Uzzah. Itis easy to understand, in part at least, David’s
determination to make Jerusalem the religions as well as the Ppolitical center of his empire. But to stand
in sympathy beside the men who saw Uzzah's swift punishment, and who without asking knew the cause of
Obed-edom’s steady prosperity ; to understand all the * leaping and danei 2," the exul of the
people, and the contempt in Michal's heart ; to harmonize the apparent thoughtlessness or ignoranee of
David in his first attempt with his correct d ling to Levitical standards at the second—this
cannot be done without very close study. Nor ig it altogether easy to reconcile the David of this history
with the David of Psalms 101, 15, 68, 24, 132, and 80, which Kirkpatrick, among others, regards as having
been called forth by this event, Lines lead out from this lesson into other important topies for study—the
history of the ark, of the tabernacle, of high places dedicated to Jehovah, of David’s religious policy, and
his spiritual development. But to get directly at the religious meaning which this lesson has for us—at
anything like a spiritual application of it to our hearts—it 18 best to study it as an illustration of some mod-
ern Christian activities, with the causes for failure and success in our efforts on behalf of God’s cause: 1. A
Good Work Begun, verses 1-5; 2. A Good Work Impeded, verses 6-10; 8. A Good Work Aooomplhhed,
verses 11, 12. Remote as are the cf of David’s end r from those of our church life, his pur-
Ppose, his blunders, the false criticl made of him, and the lessons he learned from painful and happy
experiences, have many modern analogies.

Verse 1. How long David had reigned in superficial reading of Samuel and Chronicles
Jerusalem before he attempted to bring up the leads to the assumption that the events are
ark is a question not easily answered. A given in their wvrover chronological order,




Closer study of Samuel and Chronicles, how-
ever, makes it difficult to accept this view, and

there are reasons for believing that when the

ark was brought to Zion Jerusalem had been

the capital of the nation for as long at least as

fourteen years, From 1 Chron. 13. 5 we learn

that the chosen men of Isracl now assembled

éame from as far south as “Shihor, the brook

of Egypt,” and from as far north as “the en-

trance of Hamath,” which can only mean that

already David’s most notable conquests of

neighboring nations had been made. We are

told, too, that some, at least, of his sons were

pow adults, The fuller account in Chronicles
indicates that *“the chosen men"” included dis-

tinguished citizens as well as soldiers, the very

best men, “all that were elect.” That there
were priests and Levites among them is shown
by the rest of the story, and the reference to
tributary countries (already alluded to) prob-
ably implies that the Hebrew officials who un-
der David governed those countries were rep-
resented in this great gathering. The very
large number, thirty thousand, was reached in a
spirit of pomp and glorification.

2. David arose, and went with all the people.
In a magnificent procession the assembly pro-
ceeded to escort the ark. Baale of Judah
[“Baale-judah”]. Kirjath-jearim. About sev-
enty years before this the ark of God, hav-
ing been captured from Israel by the Philis-
tines, had wrought such disaster among them
that it was hastily returned to Israel. At Beth-
shemesh, where it was first established on its
return, it was treated with disregard, and a
3 very unusual number of deatlis was attributed

to its presence and punitive power. In terror
the people then sent it to Kirjath-jearim, and
appointed priests to keep it with proper rever-
ence. Apparently it had been permitted to re-
main there during all of the public careers of
Samuel, Saul, and David, until the present
time. It was the unique symbol of Jehovah,
the place of residence of the God of Israel; and
~ yet, for several reasons apparently, only some
of which can now be traced, Kirjath-jearim
was not and never had been popularly regarded
as the religious center of Israel. David, sup-
ported by the convictions of his public men,
now felt that the place for the ark was in the
political center of the nation, and with pomp
they are about to bring it there. The rest of
the verse we will ider in the ph
of the eminent Revisers: to bring up fmm
thence the ark of God, which is called the Name,
even the name of Jehovah of hosts that sitteth
above the cherubim. The exact posture of the

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.
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golden cherubim which were placed one on each
side of the cover of the ark over the two tables
of stone is not clear, but the cover was annually
sprinkled with blood as an atonement or propi-
tiation for Israel, and is constantly thought of
and alluded to as the Mercy Seat, the resting
place of the manifested presence of Israel's God.

3. They set the ark of God upon a new cart,
which conduct apparently (1 Sam. 6. 7) was
more in accordance with Philistine than with
Israelite religious observance. David either did
not know or did not care about the Levitical
law. When in youth Samuel had anointed him
the Spirit of God came upon him and made
him peculiarly effective in his work as a leader.
But as we watch his career (leaving out of
consideration psalms the dates of which cannot
be given precisely) we are impressed more by
his great political and military abilities, his
worldly astuteness and genius for government,
than we are by his spirituality. Cosmopolitan-
ism, which became the fashion under his son
Solomon, seems to have tainted him, and his
courtly magnificence was already dependent, if
our chronology is approximately correct, on
Phenician artists and on Damascene mer-
chants. Apparently he was intent on weaving
into one great empire the kingdom of Judah,
the kingdom of Israel, and the conquered king
doms; and he seems to have ignored the cere
monial laws of Israel, which ordered that the
ark should be carried only on the shoulders of
Levites, and that sons of Aaron only could ac-
ceptably perform the services connected with
public worship. The house of Abinadab [“the
hill”). This man apparently had long been
dead, but the house or temple in which the ark
was kept was still called by his name. Gibeah
means “hill,” whether or not it is here a proper
name we do not know. Sons. Descendants.

4. Ahio went before the ark, which seems to
imply that Uszzah followed it.

5. All the house of Israel. By its repre-
sentatives; see verse 1. The details of this
verse it is impossible exactly to reproduce.
Most of the music was made by stringed in-
struments. There was also vocal music—*with
all their might; even with songs” (Chronicles).
There were religious dances, too, probably “evo-
lutions and marching figures.” The whole per-
formance must have been muniﬁcent. and its
motive was, 1 ligi but

there was a general lack of reverence in it, and,

as we have seen, utter neglect of God's or
dinances.

6. Nachon’s threshing floor. Which was
henceforth to have a melancholy fame because
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of the tragedy wrought beside it. 7he oxen
shook the ark ["uumbled"], and Uzzah hastily
attempted to steady it. His act seems to us so
simple and spontaneous as to preclude any great
personal iniquity, But we are to remember
that it was the climax of a succession of illegal
acts, all of them she outcome of general irrever-
ence and carelessness, In the transfer of the
mercy seat, the dwelling place of the most high
God, it was primarily Jehovah who should have
been consulted, not merely “the chosen men”
of Israel, and Jehovah's laws should have been
carefully observed. The oxen and the cart
should not have been there at all; neither
should Uzzah; he was an intruder, by Dayid’s
command. Uzzah may not in his own heart
have committed a sin, but the whole conduct of
the procession was sinfully irreverent,

7. God smote him there for his error, The
last phrase is obscure, but certainly includes
the thought of wrongdoing., There he died by
the ark of God. 1t is not said that he was
killed by a miracle, neither is jt said that his
death resulted from either disease or “accident.”
But it is plainly taught that the cause of his
death was Jehovah's act, caused by his holy
indignation at the Jjoviality and disrespect, the
lack of spiritual comprehension, in the whole
undertaking,

8. David was displeased. This shows that
David understood the death of Uzzah to be a
personal admonition to him, If a neighboring
king had taken the life of David's ambassador,
he would have regarded it as a national and
personal insult; so he now very properly re-
garded the death of Uzzah as Jehovah’s rebuke
to himself. Because the Lord had made a
breach. *Because Jehovah had broken forth,”
Perez-uzzah. ““The breach of Uzzah,”

9, 10. David was afraid of the Lord [“Jeho-
vab”]. And no wonder. The power that dwelt

HOMILETICAL AND

BY J. WESLEY

Wise is the man who knows how to conciliate,
A gracious adjustment of difficulties is an evi-
dence of a kindly heart and a generous mind.
To transform enemies into friends, and out of
quarrelings and bickerings produce deep, lasting
peace, is the genius of statesmanship. The one
who can find a basis of agreement upon which
all parties may unite is more gifted than the
one who leads an army to battle or secures re-
sults at the point of the sword. Our lesson
furnishes a striking proof of David’s wisdom
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vithin the ark of God was as menacing to him
as it had been to the men of Beth-shemesh and
to the Philistives, He had not yet learned the
error of his ways, and did not know how to
turn this terror into a blessing, uw shall the
ark of the Lord [“Jehovah”) come to me. A
very grave problem which David could not yet
solve; so he humbly set aside his plans and
wurried the ark aside into the house of Obed-
edom the Gittite. Obed-edom evidently was a
man of prominence, a “gate-keeper” and a mu-
sician. He is mentioned often in Chronicles.
Gittite may refer either to the city of Gath, or
the town of Gittaim, or possibly may mean that
he was performer on a musical instrument
known as the gittith, His house may have been
selected for the abode of the ark because it may
bave been the nearest to the place of Uszzah’s
death,

11. The house of Obed-edom was watched
closely by all, Probably it was generally ex-
- pected that some catastrophe would visit him,
but instead, even within the first three months
the Lord [“Jehovah”] blessed Obed-edom, and
all his household,

12. This verse should be studied in connee-
tion with the seven that follow. The wonderful
prosperity of Obed-edom, the details of which
are not given, was reported to David, and as a
result a little later the ark of God was brought
into the city of David with gladness. By study-
ing the whole of this chapter in connection with
the thirteenth, fifteenth, and sixteenth chapters
of First Chronicles we get a full view of the
two attempts to remove the ark and the mem-
orable festivitics and great success which char-
acterized the second attempt. “It was a great
political and religious event which centralized
the national spirit and the religious interests of
the people.” The blessing of God rested upom
it, because it was conceived in a reverent spirit,

PRACTICAL NOTES.

JOHNSTON, D.D,

in this particular, After years of bitter war,
cruel, pitiless strife, when blood had been
poured out like water, and almost every house-
hold mourned for its dead, David finally ob-
tained the kingdom, and the tribes were once
more united under one ruler, But a forced
peace is usually only a hollow truce, Like the
treacherous calm of the Indian Ocean, it merely
precedes the storm which is waiting to burst
forth with redoubled fury. 8o David cast about
for some plan which would really reunite the
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people and make them of one mind. Wisely he
thought of the ark of God which for many
yesrs had been in Kirjath-jearim,

Here we learn that

4. The ark of God invariably furnishes a
solid basis of peace. Indeed, there can be no
permanent peace apart from this ark. Unless
its principles are applied to civil government,
to commercial standards, to public life, or to the
individual conscience no abiding peace is pos-
_sible. The reason that the world is in such
turmoil—nations ready to fly at each other's
throats, wars and rumors of wars everywhere,
communities in upheaval and tumult, business
frequently prostrated, and often the most lam-
entable conditions prevail—is because the ark
of God is in Kirjath-jearim, neglected, forsaken,
without recognition or regard. And what ap-
plies to the nation or the community has even
more force with the individual, If we permit
the ark to remain in Kirjath-jearim—the Kir-

Jjath-jearim of business, care, pleasure, indiffer-.

ence—and have no desire for God’s word, for
private prayer, for divine worship, no regard
for God’s day or the ordinances of his house,
there will be tumult in the heart, and a soul un-
rest like that of the ever-heaving sea. A proper
question here for each one to ask: Where is the
ark of God in my life?

But we also notice that

2. The ark of God must be treated with great
reverence. Why did David permit such a fla-
grant violation of a distimct command as to
allow God's ark to be hoisted on a cart after
the manner of the Philistines? The law was
plain. It had been rigidly enforced. Only the
Levites could act as bearers, And yet, in the
face of the most explicit teaching, the ark is
placed in a cart to be jolted and jarred on the
rough roads over which the cart would be
drawn. To treat God's holy ark as the Philis-
tines had treated it was a crime akin to blas-
phemy. And yet how irreverently most of us
enter God's house! Instead of feeling the sanc-
tity of the place, and being subdued by the near
presence of God, we come in as though to some
entertainment, and demean ourselves in the
most careless way. And how irreverently we
treat God's word!—handled often recklessly,
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do not even pray at all. ‘We may wonder at
the effrontery, the coarse, vulgar familiarity of
Uzzah, and yet his sin, daring and impious as
it was, in the sight of God may not compare
with those of which we have been guilty. So
let us ask each other: How am I treating the
ark of God?

Another thing we notice:

8. Where God's ark abides there is pros-
perity. We see this in the case of Obed-edom
and his household. And ‘vhy not? When peo-
ple keep God’s laws and obey the principles of
those laws certain prosperity is sure to follow,
For God’s laws are constructed with the idea
of human well-being. Violation of them, there-
fore, brings disaster. In business it is far
better to be honest than dishonest—better for
the business as well as the one conducting it.
Roguery never prospers. For a time, like a
wall built out of plumb, it may stand, but once
a certain height is reached the wall topples over,
To do right is in the nature of things. The
farmer who steals out of his ground more than
he puts in, who overworks it, who doesn’t treat
it honestly, will find in the end that he has only
cheated himself. The contractor who uses poor
material, iron not according to the standard,
steel not properly tempered, wood carelessly
seasoned, will wake up some day to find himself
responsible for disaster, and the earnings of a
lifetime taken from him. Every known law of
nature or mechanics rests on the principle of
integrity. Hence wherever the ark of God
abides as in the case of Obed-edom, and where
that ark dominates the household, prosperity
follows as a natural result. We may imagine
because we read of some brilliant financier,
some daring speculator, some genius of organi-
zation who has amassed a fortune by his
achievements, that the old-fashioned virtues of
honesty, integrity, manliness, uprightness, are
not adapted to the eager rivalrous spirit of this
day; but God’s laws are adapted for all days,
and in obeying them they bring their own re-
ward. This reward may not mean a fortune,
for many a fortune is stained with the blood of
murdered souls, but it means a straight, honest,
manly life, and that is worth far more than a
fortune. It means immunity from jails and

itentiaries and houses of correction. It

thrown aside indifferently, onmly d occa-
sionally, sometimes even spoken of jestingly.
And how irreverently we treat God’s mercy
seat! For the ark symbolized the place of
prayer. How flippant many of our petitions!
How negligently we ask for the pardon of our
sins, for the forgiving grace of God, for the
blotting out of our wrongdoing! Sometimes we

means a good name in the community, favor
with God and man, and a consciousness of per-
sonal integrity, the richest possession possible
this side of heaven. If parents were half as
eager to have their children instructed in things
pertaining to the ark of God as they are to pre-
pare them for business life they would find, just
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as Obed-edom found, that prosperity would rest
on their entire households. 8o here we ask
another question: Are we giving the ark of

703

tempted a revival of religion, It wag desper-

ately needed, after the reign of Saul. But a

people cannot reform habits at once, There had

God its rightful place in our homes? Or, in been a great lack of reverence, The ark was

other words, have we a family religion? being brought out of itg obscurity, not on the
But finally we see that

shoulders of the Levites, as the divine order
4. The bringing up of the ark was an occa- was (Num, 4. 15), but b

Y & kind of First of
sion of great rejoicing. And well it might July fanfaronade (verse 5), when Uzzah, in
be. For years it haq remained in Kir- whose care the ark had been, seized it contrary
Jath-jearim, during which time the people  to law and was smitten dead for his act, This
bad been deprived of the outward and visible
symbol of the divine presence. Five hundred holy things. As custodi
vears before this ark had been made at the ex-
press command of God. In it were the tables
of stone which Moses had received on the holy men there had been no stu
mount, the commandments given by God him- This sobered the whol
self. There was also the wondrous rod of They stopped their saturn
Aaron, that mysterious agent which had ark into the home of O
brought plague and desolation upon the land of i
Egypt. Besides, a pot of manna was in the the Korahites which had
ark to remind Israel of God's Protecting and  dignity in the temple, It was
preserving grace through the forty years of the the ark should be committed to
wilderness.  For years thig holy symbol had no  was a sane gct. Meanwhile,
place in the nation, Imagine life in our own up the law and find out how
country under similar conditions! No wonder we erly.
find such a state of things in Tsrael. But the The evident blessing of God on the house of
ark is being restored to jtg rightful place, and -edom was as speedily evident as the wrath
80 there is great rejoicing. The happiest time against Uzzah had been (verse 11). Indeed, the
of a life is that in which the soul is being pre-  greenest spot in all that region is still pointed out
pared to receive the ark of God. Properly un-  as the site of his house, and is called the abode of
derstood, the coming of religion to the heart  the blessed one, The ark had been seventy years
means great rejoicing. Religion is not a doleful in the house of Abinadab with no noticeable
, & lugubrious medita- blessing. One can live near a church and get
tion among the tombs, The only thing that re- no specia] blessing unless there is a right spirit,
ligion has to do with death is to take away its Obed-edom received the ark without any fear;
sting, and with tombs is to send angels to roll His heart was right, I
away the stone. Religion means the reuniting The main point of the lesson is, do all ac-'
of the soul with God, the father opening his  cording to God’s law, Gravitation will dash to
Arms to receive the child so long separated from pieces, steam explode, and lightning kill, now, if
him. Nor does the bringing in of the ark inter-  they are not rightly treated,
fere with the real joys of life, On the contrary,
the flowers are to be gathered in the fields—the
daisies, the buttercups, the myriad-tinted bud Tb“‘l"“ for Young People.
blossoms which everywhere abound ; religion THREE wLEssons FROM GOD'S DEALINGS WITH
only warns us against the nettles and the DAVID,
poison ivy, and the other noxious plants that Two memorable passages in the history of
would mar our happiness, Ang 80 another  pgyid—¢he establishment of his capital, and the
question presents itself here: Has the coming

an of the ark it wag
Uzzah's business to know. If he had not put it

very fitting that
his custody, It
David could read
to proceed prop-

! stood, and show wherein it differed from the
if not, why? — great Asiatic empires which were then con-
Prismatic Lights on the Lesson, temporary with it. The civic life, the life of -
BY BISHOP WARREN, cities, was with other nations the beginning ;
4 ' with the Jews it was the result of a long process,

UZZAR'S VIOLATION oF raw.

In the first, you have a despotism which becomes
David, being about forty-four years of age
and having been king about fourteen years, at-

was the exact penalty ordained for touclin“
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sometimes a weary struggle, but it is the strug-
gle of spirits, a struggle for life.

1. The meaning of the ark. The ark spoke
to the I li of a per Being, of a
righteous Being, always above his creatures,
always desiring fellowship with them, a fellow-
ship which they could only realize when they
were seeking to be like him. Their king ruled
#0 long as his throne was based upon righteous-
mess; the moment he sought for any other foun-
dation he would b weak and ible.
All David’s discipline had been ds d to settle
him in this truth. He was the man after God’s
own heart, because he so graciously received
that discipline and imbibed that truth. And
the signal sin of his life confirmed that truth
still more mightily for himself and for all ages
to come.

R. The discipli which foll d wupon
David's sin was not for him more than for his
people, nor for his people more than for all ages
to come. That which enabled David, crushed
and broken, to be more than ever the man after
God's own heart was also that which fitted him
to be a ruler—by understanding the only con-
dition on which it is possible for a man to
exercise real dominion over others, namely,
when he gives up himself, that they may know
God and not him to be their sovereign. One of
the best proofs that his schooling was effectual
is this, that all his family griefs, his experience
of his own evil, the desertion of his subjects,
did not lead him to fancy that he should be fol-
lowing a course acceptable to God if he retired
to the deserts instead of doing the work which
was appointed for him. He found out the neces-
sity of seeking God continually, because he
learned how weak he was, and how little he
could be a wise and just king over men when
the image of the divine kingdom was not pres-
ent to him,

8. The good fight of faith. We might have
expected to see David’s sun setting in splendor,
to be told of some great acts, or hear some noble
words which would assure us that he died a
saint. The Bible does not in the least satisfy
this expectation. We must turn elsewhere than
to the Old and New Testaments for deathbed
scenes. Its warriors fight the good fight. We
know that in some battle or other they finish
their course. When or how, under what cir-
cumstances of humiliation or triumph, we are
not told. Not by momentary flashes does God
bid us judge of our fellow-creatures; for he
who reads the heart, and sees the meaning and
purpose of it, judges not by these. [Maurice.]

[Oct. 4.
Teaching Hints for Intermediate Classes.

BY REV. A, H, MC KINNEY.
NOTE.

David will be known always as the Sweet
Singer of Israel. Until time shall be no more
his psalms will be sung and will influence the
soul that is seeking God. The principal char-
acters in this quarter’s lessons are David and
his sons, Absalom and Solomon. We will
choose, therefore, as our memory cue for the
teaching and the study outline the word
“Psalms,” which we will use as follows:

PRELIMINARY.
SURROUNDINGS.
APPROACH.

LESSON TEXT.
MEMORY WORK.
STUDY IN ADVANCE.

PRELIMINARY.

Spend a few minutes in reviewing the names
of the books of the Bible which precede Second
Samuel, in getting the pupils to locate them
with reference to one another, and in having the
pupils turn to them rapidly as their names are
announced.

Recall the lesson for September 13 and briefly
narrate how religion was neglected during
Saul’s reign, how David strove for a revival of
religion, and how in our lessons during this quar-
ter we are to learn how necessary it is to serve
God in God's way. A few moments may be
spent profitably on this last thought, because
there is quite a widespread impression abroad
that God may be served in any way according
to the convenience or the caprice of the one who
is to render the service.

SURROUNDINGS.

Time. Uncertain; perhaps B. C. 1047.

Place. Kirjath-jearim, eleven miles west of
Jerusalem, the “Baale” of verse 2, (See 1
Chron. 13. 6.)

APPROACH.

It is in Italy. It is a saint’s day, which is
supposed to be a holy day but which to most of
the deluded worshipers means simply a holiday.
There is a great concourse of people dressed in
their very best, which consists of many eorna-
ments and of many high colors. There is a
grand procession, much music, great rejoicing.
The image of the dead saint is being carried
with every manifestation of pride through the
streets of the city. In the evening the people
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dance and sing and have much merrymaking,
On the morrow they 80 to their occupations, but
they are no happier and no better than they
were before the great procession. Why not? In
to-day’s lesson we are to study about a similar
scene and a parallel mistake,

LESSON TEXT.

We will erystallize our study of the text about
the word ARK. The teacher should question to
ascertain what the pupils know about the ark,
and should be prepared to give them clear con-
ceptions of what it was and for what it was in-
tended. Then the following pictures may be
looked at and questioned upon :

1. The Ark at Kirjath-jearim. From a study
of the NOTES the teacher should be prepared to
state concisely how the ark came to be brought
to Kirjath-jearim and why it was allowed to re-
main there. She should read chapters 4-7 of
First Samuel.

2. The Ark Removed, Refer to the story told
in the Approach and have some one read aloud
verses 1-5 of the lesson text, Question upon it.

3. The Ark Causes Trouble. Have some one
read aloud verses 6-9 inclusive of the lesson
text. By careful study let the teacher be pre-
pared to explain very concisely but very ex-
plicitly why Uzzah was killed. (See Num,
4. 15, 19, 20, R. V.; Levy. 10. 1-6; 1 Sam,
6. 19, 20.)

4. The Ark in the Home. Have the pupils
answer these questions from the lesson text:
To whose house did David take the ark? How
long ‘did it remain there? With what results?
What was told David? What did he do? Em-
phasize the fact that the presence of the ark
symbolized religion, and that it brought great
blessings to the house of Obed-edom. (See
Memory Work.)

5. The Ark on Mount Zion. Picture the re-
moval of the ark to the city of David, its being
placed in the tabernacle, and the subsequent of-
ferings to the Lord. (See chapters 15 and 16
of 1 Chron.)

MEMORY WORK,
See Preliminary for the next lesson,
That the pupils may remember the facts of
to-day’s lesson group them as follows :

[} ARK

AT KIRJATH-JEARIM,
REMOVED.

CAUSES TROUBLE.
IN THE HOME.

ON MOUNT ZION,

Ask the pupils to copy this outline on their
also the following :

cards, and

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

REAL, SPIRITUAL

RELIGION

ALWAYS BRINGS BLESSINGS,

STUDY IN ADVANOE.

Ask the pupils to write concisely during the
week all that they know or can learn about
Nathan.

Review words, Ark, Religion,

See Prelimi-
nary for Lesson II1.

By Way of Illustration,
BY JENNIE M. BINGHAM.

Importance of Reverence. A constant pur-
pose runs through the Old Testament to set
forth the unapproachable holiness of God. Men
had made themselves degrndlngly familiar with
their gods and goddesses, till all reverence of
anything great and holy was lost out of the
world. The very existence of true religion is
impossible without reverence. Uzzah wrought
far more for man by his death than millions by
life.—~Bishop H. W. Warren.

Verses 1-7. The Doing of Right Things in a
Wrong Way. It is a right thing to go to
church, but we may go in such a way that it is
a sin. If we go to show our garments or to see
our friends or to get into 8ood society we are
doing wrong, Shall we on this account stay
away from church? No, but we should se: to
it that our motives are right. The Pharisee
went up to the temple to pray as well as the
publican. To pay church debts is a very right
thing, but to get up raffles for this purpose is
very wrong. It is a right thing to work hard
to earn a living, but to do a dishonest thing
with that end in view is a wicked thing.—Dy,
A. F. Schauffer,

God Can Take Care of His Own. “I uged
to think that I had to take care of the Bible, I
thought it might go down unless I defended it,
I don't feel that Way any more. On one occa-
sion I was going away from home and said to
my little four-year-old boy, ‘You must take care
of mamma while I am gone." That night in his
prayer, he said ‘Bless grandma and take care of
her; bless little sister and take care of her; as
for mamma, I'll take care of her myself.” What
folly for us to imagine that we are taking care
of the very power that is taking care of us,”—
Dr. A. C. Diaon.

“The Lord blessed Obed-edom and all his
household.” A mission had been started in
the slum district of a great city with very good
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results. A little girl who had heard that Jesus
Christ was good and kind and knew little else
about him asked another child, “Where does he
live?" to which the first child replied, “He lives
in our alley now; mother said s0; and the folks
don’t drink and fight and quarrel as they used
to.” Wherever He is a guest life goes on better.
The house and community are blessed that wel-
come him.

During the Boxer trouble in China a heathen
Chinese sheltered a fleeing Christian and his
Bible. To-day that man and his family are
Christians. “I never before was so well paid
for a few nights’ lodging and a little rice,” said
the Chinese host, “for this man was the mes-
senger of God to me and he brought me a reve-
lation from the only true God.”

“David brought up the ark of God from the
house of Obed-edom unto the city of David with
gladness.”” The best place was none 00 good
for this sacred object which was the symbol of
God's presence. When Raphael’s great picture
the “Sistine Madonna” was first brought to
Dresden it was displayed in the castle in the
presence of the king. It was brought into the
throne room, but the most favorable spot in the
room was occupied by the throne itself. The
king, taking in the situation, pushed tie throne
to one side, saying: “Make room for the im-
mortal Raphael.” The first place and the best
place belong to Him. King David welcomed to
the chief place in his own city the King of
kings. The throne room is his rightful place.

Heart Talks on the Lesson.
BY MRS. J. H, KNOWLES,

There is significant spiritual teaching in
David’s bringing the ark of the covenant to the
seat of government in his kingdom. Israel had
not repudiated the worship of Jehovah, but
there was no national recognition of its supreme
claim. The priests seem to have forgotten the
requirements of the law, and even David shows
laxity in this respect in his first attempt to
bring the ark to Zion. Nothing pleases God
except obedience to his word. We call ourselves
a Christian nation, but were he not forbearing,
as he was toward Israel, we could not prosper
as we do, transgressing in so many ways his
expressed will. We have been punished more
than once, and will be again, unless the national
conscience awakens to the law of God. Re-
ligious fervor and enthusiasm must be based
upon and directed by careful regard to his word,
Without this religion runs to formalism or

[Oct. 4,

fanaticism. Israel suffered because the ark, the
symbol of the presence of the living God, was
absent from its proper place in the nation,
But David’s attempt to bring it there failed be-
cause, as he afterward learned, he “sought it
not after the due order.” Free thinking in mat-
ters of religious faith or practice is not safe,
The only true freedom is that of which Jesus
says, “Ye shall know the truth, and the truth
shall make you free.” He is the Truth. Even
when we wish to go the right way we may get
far astray through ignorance, unless we have
his word abiding in us,

The ark of the covenant is a type of Jesus.
Above it was the mercy seat where God said,
“There I will meet with thee and commune with
thee;” “No man can come unto the Father but
by me.” Within the ark was the golden pot of
manna. “I am the living bread which came
down from heaven.” There was Aaron’s rod
that budded. *“He that abideth in me, and I in
him, the same bringeth forth much fruit.”
There were the tables of the covenant. “Christ
is the end of the law for righteousness to every
one that believeth.” To bring Christ to the seat
of government in the kingdom of our hearts is
the chief teaching of this lesson. Until he is
there we may keep a form of worship, but his
claim is not recognized as supreme. The joy
and the blessing of his presence are known only
in the place where he abides, as in the house of
Obed-edom when the ark abode there. The joy
and blessing were known throughout all Israel
when it was brought to the place of authority,
the recognized seat of government, Joy and
blessing fill all the realm of our being when
Christ takes his place as Ruler on the throne
of the heart,

But to bring him there we must take the way
shown us in God's word. Not as a human
teacher only; not alone as our great example,
nor as our perfect ideal, does he come. But he
must come as the atoning Saviour, the sacrifice
for sin, the living bread of which if we eat we
shall live forever, the power for service, the ful-
filling of the law for us and in us. Bringing
him thus, in God’s way, by faith, we take
David’s beautiful psalm for our own and say,
Lift up your heads, O ye gates of my heart,
and be ye lifted up ye everlasting doors of my
soul, and the King of glory shall come in.
Who is this King of glory? He who died for
me, who lives for me, my Saviour and my King!
And as David said of the place where God
should dwell that none should enter except with
clean hands and a pure heart, so we say as we
open the gates to Jesus:
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Thou art come to abide, and holy must be Blackboard,
The place where my Lord deigns to banquet BY THOMAS 6. RoGERS,
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And this is my prayer, Lord, since thou art \
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The Teachers’ Meeting, N ?\\ R
This is a lesson about doing right things in s N
the right way, Thoughtlessness and negligence N
in divine worship are flagrant sins, There is
no safety where God’s law is neglected. +v.The

—
story of the ark, how it came to be at Baale of . 4
Judah....Whose conduct to-day is illustratea  |"TH or,
by Uzzah? Those who say, “No matter about ARK J GOD
the actions of the heart;” those who take part ]
in public worship in thoughtless or irreverent
manner; those who set up their own standards The ark continued in a beculiar way to rep-
in place of God’s word. .. .God’s presence makes resent to the Israelites the presence of the Most
prosperity, High. It had been constructed under divine
direction, and was the most sacred and signifi-
Library References. cant piece of furnit: re in the tabernacle service,
BY REV. 8. G. AYRES, To neglect the ark Was to neglect God, whose
BrINGING Up g MK.—Tuylor, David, King majesty and mercy it typified, and forfeited hap-~
of Israel, chap. xii, Meyer, David, chap. xxii, piness, if not direct loss and suffering, must in-
Deane, David, chap. vii, Blaikie, David, King evitably result. To give it a place of recogni-
of Israel, pages 165-177.  Knox, David the tion and honor in the city which was to be the
King, pages 224.232, Chandler, Life of David, religious and political seat of the nation, was
pages 268-321, Krummacher, David, King of the purpose David set about to execute, and his
Israel, pages 280-300, Stone, David, bages  decision met the approval of God. But when in
125-129, perplexity and displeasure he turned aside at the
Uzzan, — Hastings, Obscure Characters, house of Obed-edom, the blessing tarried also.
Stanley, Jewish Church, vol, ii, pPages 480-48¢, The king was not slow to understand his error

Ewald, History of Israel, vol, iii, page 126. The and seek its remedy, and once again the ark ap-
Bible dictionaries, proached the city, to which it was admitted
SERMON ON THE LESSON. with acclamations of gladness,
Verse 11.—Homiletic Review, vol, xviii, Coloring.—Ark, cream and yellow; words,
page 25, red; phrase, white,
-
LESSON II. God'’s Covenant with David, [Oct. 115,
GOLDEN TEXT, Thy throne shall be established forever. 2 Sam. 7, 16,
AUTHORIZED VERsiox, REvISED Versioy,*

[Study also verges 1.3, 17-20. Read 2 Sam, 4 And it came to pass the same night, that the
f,ﬁ'p'&')’s 810. Compare 1 Chron. 17 and word of Jehovah came unto Nathan, saying,

. 50, 5 Go and tell my servant David, Thus saith Je-
28am. 7. 4-16. [ Commit to memory verses 8,9 hovah, Shalt thou build me a house for me to
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with all the children of Is’ra-el spake I a word
with any of the tribes of Is'ra-el, whom I com-
manded to feed my people h'ra-e’l, saying, Why
build ye not me an house of cedar?

8 Now therefore so shalt thou say unto my
gservant Da’vid, Thus saith the LorD of hosts,
I took thee from the sheepcote, from following
the sheep, to be ruler over my people, over
Is'ra-el:

9 And I was with thee whithersoever thou
wentest, and have cut off all thine enemies out
of thy sight, and have made thee a great name,
like unto the name of the great men that are
in the earth.

10 Moreover I will appoint a place for my
people Is'ra-el, and will plant them, that they
may dwell in a place of their own, and move
no more; neither shall the children of wicked-
ness afflict them any more, as beforetime,

11 And as since the time that I commanded
judges to be over my people Is'ra-el, gnd have
caused thee to rest from all thine enemies. Also
;he Lorp telleth thee that he will make thee an

ouse,

12 And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou
shalt sleep with th{ fathers, I will set up thy
seed after thee, which shall proceed out of thy
bowels, and I will establish his kingdom.

13 He shall build an house for my name, and
1 will stablish the throne of his kingdom for-
ever.

14 I will be his father, and he shall be my
son. If he cownmit iniquity, I will chasten him
with the rod of men, and with the stripes of the
children of men:

15 But my mercy shall not depart away from
him, as I took ¢ from Saul, whom I put away
before thee.

16 And thine house and thy kingdom shall
be established forever before thee: thy throne
shall be established forever.

[Oet. 11,

tribes of ksrael, whom I commanded to be shep-
herd of my people Israel, saying, Why have
ye not built me a house of cedar? 8 Now
therefore thus shalt thou say unto my servant
David, Thus saith Jehovah of hosts, 1 took thee
from the sheepcote, from following the sneep,
that thou shouldest be prince over my people,
over Israel; 9 and I have been with thee
whithersoever thou wentest, and have cut off
all thine enemies from before thee; and I will
make thee a great name, like unto the name of
the great ones that are in the earth. 10 And I
will appoint a place for my people Israel, and
will plant them, that they may dwell in their
own place, and be moved no more ; neither shall
the children of wickedness afflict them any more,
as at first, 11 and as from the day that I com-
manded judges to be over my people Israel; and
I will cause thee to rest from all thine enemies.
Moreover Jehovah telleth thee that Jehovah will
make thee a house. 12 When thy days are ful-
filled, and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, |
will set up thy seed after thee, that shall pro-
ceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish his
kingdom., 13 He shall build a house for my
name, and I will establish the throne of his
kingdom forever. 14 I will be his father, and
he shall be my son: if he commit iniquity, I will
chasten him with the rod of men, and with the
stripes of the children of men; 15 but my lov-
.ing-kindness shall not depart from him, as I
took it from Saul, whom I put away before
thee. 16 And thy house and thy kingdom shall
be made sure forever before thee: thy throne
shall be established forever.

Time.—B. C. 1047 (Usher). Place.—Jeru-

salem.
Home Readings.

M. God's Covenant with David.
1-16.

Tu. David’s thanksgiving. 2 Sam. 7. 17-29.

W. Fulfillment. 2 Chron. 6. 1-11,

Th. Why David could not build.
1-6,

F. A sure covenant.

8. The better covenant.

8. The everlasting throne.

2 Sam. T.

1 Kings 5.

Jer. 33. 19-26.
Heb. 8.
Heb. 1. 1-12

Lesson Hymns.
New Canadian Hymnal, No. 51
How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in his excellent word !
‘What more can he say, than to you he hath said,
To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled ?

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 52,
The Lord’s our Rock, in him we hide :
A shelter in the time of storm !
Secure whatever ill betide ;
A shelter in the time of storm !

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 45.
Jesus, Lover of my soul,
Let me to thy bosom fly.
While the nearer waters roll,
While the tempest still is high.

Questions for Senior Scholars.

1. The Omnipresent God (v. 4-7T).—What is
the relation of this to the last lesson? What
was David's proposition? What suggested it!
To whom did he make it? What can you say of
Nathan’s history and character? Was David'
proposition a wise one? Was it timely? What
was Nathan's opinion of David's plan? What
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was Jehovah’s opinion? To whom was Jeho-
vah's answer given? Was it a rejection of
David’s plan? Why was the king refused?
Why was it better to wait? In what ways may
David's success as an organizer of a nation have
been an obstacle to his complete success as the
builder of the temple?

2. The God of Providence (v. 811).—Was
Jehovah pleased with David's heart as revealed
in this plan? What did he say of the taber-
nacle? What did he promise Israel? What had
he done for Israel? What had he done for
David? What is the meaning of the word
“house” in verse 11?

8. The God of Merey (v. 12-16) —What did
he promise David? What was the true signifi-
cance of these divine promises? The lesson dis-
closes what features in the character of David?
In the character of Nathan? In the character
of Israel? 1In the character of Jehovah? How
long did the “seed” of David reign on the throne
in Jerusalem? Was our Lord the descendant of
Solomon as well as of David? Why was Saul
rejected from being the king of Israel? To
what great principle which Saul antagonized was
David loyal? Which of the two kingdoms was
the more loyal to the ideals of the Theocracy?

Questions for Intermediate Scholars,

1. David’s Pious Wish Not Granted (v, 4-7),
—What did David propose to do? What rea-
sons did he have? What did Nathan think of
the proposal? How was God's will made known ?
What was said concerning the dwelling place of
Jehovah in the past? Why had not a permanent
house been erected?

2. David's Ewaltation (v, 8-11).—What is
David called in verse 82 From what position
was he taken? How had he been exalted and
cared for? What renown had been given him?
What was brought to Israel through him?

3. God's Promise to David (v. 12-16),—
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What twofold character of these promises?
What is said of David's posterity? To what
king is special reference made in verse 137
What is the fuller meaning of these promises?
What reference does Paul the apostle make to
this passage?

Questions for Younger Scholars,

Where did David now live? In Jerusalem,
Was he at war? No, What kind of a house
did he live in? Who was Nathan? 4 prophet,
What did David say to him one day? What did
Nathaa reply? Who read David's thoughts?
God. What did he show to Nathan that night?
His plan for q temple at Jerusalem, Did Lhe
Lord want David to build a temple to his name?
(1 Chron, 28. 3.) How had the Lord gone with
his people through the wilderness? What diq
the Lord say he would do after David’s time?
Establish his son’s kingdom. What son did he
mean? Solomon. What promise did he make?
How has this promise been fulfilled in Christ?

The Condensed Review.

1. What did David propose to do? To build
a house for the Lord. 2. What came to Nathan
in the night? The word of the Lord. 3. What
did the Lord tell Nathan? 7o forbid David
building him a house, 4. Whom did the Lord
appoint to build him a house? David’s son
Solomon. 5. What promise did God make to
David? GoLpEN Text: “Thy throne,” etc.

The Church Catechism,

44, How doth our Lord set forth our duty to
God and our fellowmen? OQur Lord sets forth
our duty to God and our fellowmen in these
words : *“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all
thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy
neighbor as thyself,”

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
Seeing Him that is Invisible.

I. Gop Dwerrs Nor v Houses MADE wiTH
Hanbs,
Shalt thou build me an house, for me to dwell
in? v, B,

Who is able to build him an house, seeing
the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot
contain him. 2 Chron. 2. 6,

God is a Spirit: worship him in spirit and
in truth. John 4. 24,

I1. Gop's ProviDENCE CoNTROLS ALL SEcuLAR
Forces.
I took thee from following the sheep to be
ruler. v. 8.
He putteth down one, and setteth up an-
other. Psa. 75. 7.
He changeth the times and the seasons: he
removeth kings, and setteth up kings.
Dan. 2, 21,
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111. Gop HAs A PLAN oF Every LiFe, We are. chastened of the Lord, that we ;héi;fnlt'?
I will appoint a place for my people. v, 10, should not be condemned. 1 Cor. 11. 32, Whom I w'l
The Lord thy God leadeth thee by the way V. Gon's BEst BLESSINGS ARE SPIRITUAL. of"] my peo,
that thou shouldest go, Isa. 48. 17. great liberat,
I will guide thee with mine eye. Psa. 32, 8. Thy throne shall be established forever. v. 1, recorded | "
1V. PAINFUL PROVIDENCES ARE FOR OUR GOOD. He [God] raised him [Christ] from the A Kok .t
If he commit iniquity I will chasten him. dead, and set him at his own right hand 0o of e of
v. 14, in the heavenly places, Eph. 1. 20. :] h “ot?’r oqv
Happy is the man whom God correcteth. Made us sit together in heavenly places in phensi: :l; bl
Job 5. 17. Christ Jesus, Eph. 2. 6, 8. I took ¢
The sheepcotc
EXPLANATORY NOTES. Hebrew worg
Soon after removing ‘ the ark of God " to Jerusalem David determined to build a temple that should sheep, like o
be a worthy shrine for that hioly symbol of Jehovah’s presence. At least that order of events appears to be [“that thou
indicated by the sacred record,'and having no certain evidence to the contrary we follow it. The chapter “leader”] over
from which our lesson is taken begins with the picturesque statement that ** the king sat in his house, and staff to the im
Jehovah had given him rest round about from all his enemies.” His own secular prosperity suggested to 9. I was, “
his pious heart the erection of a magnificent ‘“ house " for Jehovah, But having learned from the errors of soever thou w
the past he will not begin so important an undertaking without referring his plans to the consideration of a “All my sprin
prophet of God ; and accordingly to Nathan, who knew him so well, he compares his own “ house of cedar "’ derful fact of
with the ‘‘ curtains "’ which sheltered the * ark of God.” Nathan thought there could be only one side to se tial care is ag
admirable a propoaition, and said,  Go, do all that is within thine heart, for Jehovah is with thee.” But, Cut off all thi
as he was soon to learn, in saying this he made a mistake, The next day he delivered tothe king Jehovah's merely, but ob
idni It a g but tender survey of David’s career ; a declaration that, great moved out of D
as he is, he has nothing but what has been given him, and therefore can in no true sense give anything to David was in
Jehovah : a denial of David’s wish in the form he wished it, together with an approving acceptance of his dence, but becq
essential offering ; and, finally, such a promise of the establishment of David’s royal dynasty as included a thoroughly wit
promise of the Messiah. The * Covenant” which we study was therefore one of those earlier definite indi- and the cause o
cations of the spiritual develop of the kingdom of God, which inspired to holier living those who heard ing, identical,
it, but which later generations only were able to understand in its fullness. of the wars he

waged for the

Verse 4. That night [“the same night”]. earthly throne, the temple was to be his palace. world.” Have
The night after King David’s conversation with  No permanent temple to Jehovah had yet any- 4 gre:t frlmie.
Nathan. The word of the Lord [“Jehovah”]  where been erected, It is not unlikely, indeed, 'I?:“k' at those |
came unto Nathan. By a vision. “When the that the ark Lad rested in structures other than ”w;‘ unto.the "
prophet came to be by- himself he had doubtless the “curtains” of the tabernacle in the days of % ;m’ in_the
opeued his full heart to his heavenly King” Eli, of Abinadab, and of Obededom; but none ;n ulfilled aly
The phrase “word of Jehovah” is seldom, per- of these structures nor the places where they it 2’ dll' Alre
baps never, used except of messages given by  stood had been regarded as peculiarly or per- t by b“f’ de
God through prophets. manently sacred. But have walked in a tent l,“"ed in this ve

5. My servant David. This was an epithet  and in @ tabernacle. Doubtless the “tabernacle” :;::_ﬁ k‘f°“"“‘°""'-
of distinguished honor, and its use by Jehovah  had often been renewed, but the double phrase- Jud h"f‘gdom g'
was of itself almost a ‘“covenant.” Moses, and  ology hardly refers to that. Canon Cook’s ref- (‘hil:;r m‘;v"’ f
Caleb, and Joshua are alluded to as the sery- erence of the word “tent” to the outward cover- unt .ehn of wicke
ants of Jehovah; so is the Chosen People per- ing and the word “tabernacle” to the frame- nfaithfulness to
sonified, and so is the Messiah; but the phrase  work of boards and bars also seems artificial ;
is not used of others. Shalt thou build me an  and the repetition may be regarded simply as an
[“a”] house for me to dwell in? In Chronicles emphatic rhetorical figure,
the phrase is, “Thou shalt not build me an 7. In all the [omit “the"] places wherein T
house.” 1In both places there is an emphasis  have walked with all the children of Israel.
on the pronoun “thou;” my temple is to be Bending to the comparatively low conceptions
built, but not by thee, of the time God represents himself as traveling

6. Whereas [“for”] I have not dwelt in any  wherever his people -travel, A superstition
[“a”] house since the time [“day”] that I from which the Hebrews were not entirely free
brought up the children of Israel out of BEgypt, taught that each country had its own God, but
oven to this day. As the ark’s cover was God's  Jehovah was the God of the Hebrews wherever
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they went, Any of the tribes of Israel. In
1 Chron, 17, 6 the phrase is “any of the Jjudges.”
Whom I commanded to feed [“to be shepherd
of"'] my people Israel, The reference is to the

An idiom for g palace, ag
one of our own familiar songs speaks of “mar-
ble halls.” The entire verse places strong em-
phasis on spiritual worship,

8. I took thee, Your success is of my doing,
The sheepcote, The sheep hut or fold; but the
Hebrew word includes every sort of care for
sheep, like our word shepherd, 7o be ruler
[“that thou shouldest be prince,” Margin
“leader”] over my people. From the shepherd’s
staff to the imperial scepter,

9. I was. “I have been,”
soever thouw wentest, Well might David sing,
“All my springs are in Thee.” And this won-
derful fact of God's continual and circumstan-
tial care is as true of Us as it was of David,
Cut off all thine enemies. Not human beings
merely, but obstacles of all sorts had been re-
moved out of Dayid’s way. Why? Not because
David was in any sense a favorite of Provi-
dence, but because he had identified himself 80
thoroughly with Jehovah that David’s cause
and the cause of his God were, generally speak-
ing, identical, Ag Lange truly observes, “Most
of the wars he waged were wars of Jehovah,
waged for the rea] 8ood and progress of the
world.”  Have made thee [“T will make thee”)
@ great mame. God ig always true to his prom-
ise that those that honor him he win honor,
Like unto the name of the great men [“ones”]
that are in the carth. A promise which has
been fulfilled abundantly,

10, 11. Already under David the national
life had been deeply rooted. The promise con-
tained in this verse, like ull of God’s promises,
Was conditional, If, centuries later, we find
the kingdom of Israel and afterward that of
Judah “moveq” from “their own place” by “the
children of wickedness” that sad result of their
unfaithfulness to God Was not a breach of thig

With thee whither-

HOMILETICAL AND

Gratitude is a quality of rare and exquisite
beauty, No flower, however rich in oriental
hue, or trained by hot house skill, can compare
with it. And yet, while we are all willing to
concede the wondrous merits of this virtue, how
little of it ig seen! No matter how much is done
for us, or how abundantly we are favored by our
friends, we seldom give even the slightest re-
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promise, but strictly in accord with its well
understood conditions, Have caused [“will
cause”] thee to rest from all thine eneinies,
be no more wars, but that

it.  Also, moreover, the Lord [“Jehovuh"] tell-
eth thee that he [“Jehovnh"] will make thee an
house. David's offer of an house of cedar is
declined, but the loyalty and loye that impelled
it are recognized and Jehovah will in return

already he has done that—but g household pros-
perous through many generations, an éndurinz
dynasty, :

12. The words of the prophet in this verse
had their abundant fulfillment in Solomon and
his royal successors,

13.

the privilege of making
Solomon’s temple,
be his father, and he shall be my
8on. A more comforting promise could not be
given. Compare Exod. 4. 22; Deut, 1. 81;
32. 6; Psa, 89, 26-34, “The sonship accorded
to Israel in our lesson especially rested in the
king of the line of David. If that line culmi-
nates in some person—Jesus Christ, for ex-
ample—then he is in a culminating, and there-
fore unique, sense, the Son of God as well as
the Son of Dayid,” I will chasten him with the
rod of men, “Ag men correct their children,”
15. My mercy [“lovlng-kindness"] shall not
depart away [omit “away”] from him. David’s
dynasty shall not he rejected like that of Saul,
16. Thine [“thy™ | house and thy kingdom
shall be established [“made sure”] forever,
Keil's remark on this is well worth repetition :

great preparations for
14. I win

that is, by culminating in the Messiah, of whoge
kingdom there 1§ 1o end."- The word forever
oceurs seven times in this chapter. God's bless-
ing to David was to be of eternal duration,

PRACTICAL NOTES.

turn.  Many a boy is kept at school when the
family conditions require him to be earning his
bread, but the father with heroic self-sacrifice
strains himself to the last degree that his son
may have a better Preparation for the battle
of life. Many a girl owes everything she hag
by way of refinement and education to the de-
votion and splendid affection of her mother,
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who drudges patiently at home that her daugh-
ter may have privileges of priceless value,
Many a young man gets his first opening in busi-
ness through the kindly offices of some friend,
thus making possible for him a lifel "
But why enumerate? We are all under pro-
found obligations to our friends, our kindred,
our associates, And yet how rarely the son
thinks of the vast debt he owee his father, or
the daughter tries to repay the obligation to her
mother, or the friend returns what he owes to
his friend! There is nothing more common in
life than ingratitude; indeed, it is so common
that anything else excites our surprise. Hence
when David suggests the building of a temple
as an expression of his gratitude to God we
almost wonder at such a purpose having a place
in his heart. And yet it was only natural that
David should have this desire. He felt that his
work was not complete unless the ark which he
had brought from Kirjath-jearim should be tab-
ernacled in something more worthy, than a tent
of curtains. He would therefore go on and
finish the task to which he had set himself.

1. And happy is the nation whose rulers pro-
vide for the spiritual welfare of the people. For
a nation’s strength is not in the armies that it
can send to the battlefield, nor in the ironclads
which proudly carry its banner, nor in the piles
of gold and silver which are heaped in its treas-
ury, nor in the wealth which can be gathered
from its mines, nor even in the uncounted miles
of harvest fields ripening in the autumn sun.
A nation can have all of these things and yet
go down into ruin. Rome had them, but Rome
fell. Spain had them, but Spain long since lost
her original greatness. France had them, but
France has now only the memory of a splendid
past. Once a nation forsakes its altars, denies
admission to the divine light, becomes absorbed
in its own pleasures, lives merely for the things
of the world, the day of its decline is not far
distant, David, therefore, was wise in desiring
to locate in Jerusalem the temple of God, for
through that temple he would have the people
learn something of their dependence on God's
goodness and favor.

2. That God was pleased with David's desire
is very evident. Not that he cared for a temple,
however imposing or magnificent. Why should

he? What are temples to Him whose throne is
in the heavens, and who dwelleth in a glory so
great that even the angels veil their faces in his
presence? At his single word stars flashed from
their hiding places, and the skies were bespan-
gled with jewels gleaming in mysterious light.
Through him the earth has is treasures of

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

[Oect. 11,

gold and silver, its granite hills and marble beils,
its rugged oaks and towering cedars. To buiid
him a temple worthy of his name would require
an eternity of time, a universe of space, and (he
genius of infinity. And yet he was pleased at
the thought in David’s heart; because David
desired in some way to express his sense of obli-
gation to God, and to definitely show his deep
abiding gratitude. Just as a father who has
been pouring out gifts upon his children, en-
riching them in every possible way, loves at
times to receive some little token at their hands,
not that he needs it, or can even use it, but sim-
ply as a mark of their gratitude, so God does
with his children. Hence he allows us to buill
temples, to erect churches, to spend generously
on their adornment, to make them beautiful to
the eye and attractive to the mind. But unless
these things are done cheerfully, gladly, in a
spirit of earnest gratitude, and with the simnle
desire of expressing our love for him, far better
that they are left undone. No cathedral how-
ever costly, no church however beautiful, no
temple however spacious will be accepted of him
unless it represents the earnest, joyous devo-
tion of those who offer it.

8. That David was not permitted to build the
temple in nowise interfered with God’s purpose
in this matter. It was well that David should
learn, and the people through him, that the
building of a temple was something more than
the erecting of a palace or the crowning of a hill
with a splendid edifice. God’s temples are not
to be classed with mere public buildings. A
stock exchange, or a railway station, or a city
hall may be considered as the property of the
people, and hence can be built out of the public
treasury, or at the will of some corporation
But the church is God's house; it is a place for
prayer and holy worship; in it heaven and earth
meet together; though resting on the ground it
reaches to the sky. Hence hands that are
stained as David's were, and those of his people
as well, are not to enter upon the work of
building a temple of God. Thus in the very he
ginning God taught fhe people to revere his
house, And a most impressive lesson that was,
The years came and went. The city built up
on every hand. Noble palaces dotted the hilk
sides. The wealth of Jerusalem increased so
that its fame was known in all fle earth. But
the simple tabernacle remained, the ark shel
tered within its curtains, and everything pat
terned after the days when Israel journeyed in
the desert. A thousand times, doubtless, the
question was asked, Why not build a temple op
the hill of Zion? But the answer was invark
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ably the same: God will not permit us to build
his temple. Our hands have been stained with

blood; we have been men of war, To rear a

temple for God is a holy service for which we

are unworthy,

4. But, leaving the temple of the olden time,
what is the temple God expects of us? A tem-
ple of stone, of marble, of towers and pinnacles?
Nay; these things can all be bought in the
market place, and men hired to carry out the
plan.  God asks of each one of us the temple
of our life. Anything less will not be accepted
of him, Brickyards and stone quarries and iron
mines are of little moment with God compared
to & human temple, a flesh-and-blood cathedral,
a living church with the heart for its altar, the
soul for its choir, the spirit for its doorway, and
the whole being illumined with the presence of
the Holy Ghost. The temple of David's desire,
afterward carried out by his son, though a build-
ing of marvelous beauty, was only a type of the
greater building that was to come, and that
building is a life lived in the flesh, under the
inspiration of God's Holy Spirit.

1. Every life is a temple of some sort—a
temple of trade, a temple of pleasure, a temple
of sin, or a temple of God—what is mine?

2. Every life gathers the materials out of
which its temple is built—white purposes as
shining marble, glorious hopes as fine gold,
worthless ambitions such as wood and hay and
stubble, fading treasures that moth corrupts
and thieves will steal. What sort of material
am I gathering?

3. In the temple of every life a form of wor-
ship prevails, some prostrating to fashion, or to
custom, or to the pride and vanities of time, or
to the Lord of heaven and earth. To whom do
I bow down, and at whose altar do T worship?

4. David desired to build a temple but was
denied the privilege. Not so with us. Then let
each one of us make of life a temple, and in
that temple glorify God, who has made us to be
temples of the Holy Ghost.

Prismatic Lights on the Lesson,
GOD'S COVENANT WITH DAVID,

It was a great change from being hunted by
Saul like a partridge in the mountains to being
taken into covenant with God for an everlasting
kingdom (verse 16).

This came to pass because David insatiably
longed for the glory of God more than for his
own,

Note that God did not ask for a temple. He
was willing to dwell in a tent while David had
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a cedar palace (verse 6). He was concerned to
give his people prosperity and peace. The coye-
nant embraced three particulars :

1. The house er kingdom of David was to be
established forever (verse 12). For over two
centuries this was fulfilled in one continuous
dynasty in David's house of Judah, while the
kingdom of Israel had seven different dynasties,
Then the promise enlarged from earthly kings
to the King of kings, in “great David’s greater
Son,” and is being fulfilled now and will be
forever,

2. David's son should build a house for God
(verse 13). Solomon built one of amazing cost
and splendor, and Christ still further fulfilled
the prophecy by building an everlasting house
of living stones, a house of God made of soulg
whose temple they are. How vastly the widen-
ing process of the years enlarges our perception
of the meaning of the prophecy !

3. The kingdom is not to be made up of slaves
of Pharaoh, but of sons of God (verse 14). The
relation of sonship is to be established, includ-
ing correction for faults by the rod and stripes,
but God's mercy shall never be taken away
(verse 15),

This covenant was offered to David after a
twenty-years-long trial of his faithfulness. It
must be agreed that God is as willing to make
Covenants with anyone else,

Paul in his address to the people of Antioch in
Pisidia told them that they were included in the
holy and sure mercies of David. And it they, why
not we? Covenants may be made for children’s
children, showing loving-kindness unto thou-
sands of generations of them that love me and
keep my commandments (BExod. 20. 6, R. V.),
What limitless influences are within reach of
every David!

Thoughts for Young People.
GOD'S GENTLENESS,

The words “Thy gentleness hath made me
great” (2 Sam, 22, 86) gather up into their
brief utterance all the song of the great King
David when he recounted his greatness, and re-
veal at once the secret of his greatness and the
heart of his song. David knew God as few
human souls have done. He knew him as the
Creator and the Judge, but when he comes to
consider his own life it is to the gentleness of
God he turns. All the lights and shadows and
depths and heights of his manifold spiritual
life had this for their source, and only this: the
gentleness of God.

1. The gentleness of God is the secret spring
of all the worth to which the great ones of God's
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kingdom have ever reached. Above and under-
neath all virtues are the dews and fountain-
springs of the gentleness of God. From verge
to verge, over all the sea of redeemed life, rises
the thankful, joyous, self-abasing song, “Lamb
of God, slain for us, thy gentleness hath made
us great.”

2. It is not only the lives of saintly thinkers
and workers in former centuries that illustrate
this fact. It is borne out by the experience
and testimony of God's people at the present
«day. Under all varieties of experience each ar-
rives at the same conclusion: “By his grace we
are what we are.”

8. Of this gentleness which maketh great,
‘Christ is the manifestation to us. The work
Christ came to accqmplish was the bestowal of
gentleness upon a world which had lost the very
-elements of it. The light which shines from the
‘Cross is the gentleness of God. He passed into
the shadow of death, and there, with the gentle-
ness of a divine mother, laid his hand on the
hand, his heart on the heart, of the very race
which crucified him, that he might overcome
their enmity and bring them back to God.

4. This is still the greatness of Christ as a
Saviour and his power over the hearts of men.
He is strong to save because he is long-suffer-
ing, and merciful, and generous. We are sur-
prised when we read, “While we were yet sin-
ners Christ died for us,” but it is the same
wonder of mercy, the same manifestation of
gentleness, that he still lives to save his ene-
mies. [Macleod.]

Teaching Hints for Int
PRELIMINARY,
Provide for each member of the class four-
teen pieces of cardboard or of stiff manilla paper
(this latter will be less expensive), each about
five inches long by four inches wide. Punch a
hole in the upper left-hand corner so that they
may be tied together with ribbon at the end of
the quarter.
On the first card, which is to form the front
«cover of the series, print:

diate Classes,

THE HISTORY
of the
KINGDOM OF DAVID
Compiled by

[Oet. 11,

On the next to the last line is to be printed
the name of the student. (This will form a
little variation from the notebooks suggested
for use in connection with former series of les-
sons, and because of its novelty will help main-
tain the interest of the pupils.)

On what will be the reverse side of each card
have the pupils write at home before the lesson
study :

1. The title of the lesson.

2. The Golden Text of the same,

3. The theme assigned on each Sunday in
Study in Advance to be written on at home,

On the obverse side of the card have the
pupils print at home after the lesson study what
is indicated in each week's HINTS under the
heading Memory Work.

SURROUNDINGS,

Time. Just after the last lesson (B. C. 10477),

Place. Jerusalem. The average pupil has a
delightfully indefinite idea of the situation of
the places mentioned in the lessons. Therefore,
the teacher should provide himself with a map
and have the pupils point out a place whenever
it is mentioned in the lesson text. They will
then not be Jike the man who said: “I have just
learned that Sodom and Gomorrah are the
names of places. I always thought that they
were husband and wife.”

Nathan, Have two or three pupils read w'at
they have written about Nathan, and describe
the office of a prophet.

APPROACH,

Tell of a person, known to the teacher, who
conceived the idea of building a church. Pic
ture his enthusiasm and the steps he took to get
other persons interested in the work. If the
teacher has not personal knowledge of such a
person the facts may be supplied from his read-
ing.

LESSON TEXT.

Our chief thought will be embodied in the
word Covenant, which we will consider under
its two aspects:

1. God’s Part of the Covenant, It will take
too much time to consider our text in detail,
80 the teacher must summarize, if he will leave
clear-cut impressions in the minds of the pupils.
Surely this will be better than talking much and
leaving only hazy notions upon which the pupils
will never be able to build anything definite
God’s part of the covenant reviews what be
had already done and what he was to do, This
mav be summarized us follows :
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(1) God bad already—

(@) Brought Israel out of Egypt, manifest-
ing himself in the tabernacle (verse 6).

(b) Walked with the children of Israel
(verse 7),

(¢) Elevated David from the sheepcote to
the throne (verse 8),

(d) Subdued all of David’s enemies (verse 9).

(2) God now promises to—

(a) Give David a great name (verse 9),

(b) Plant his beople securely (verse 10).

(¢) Establish David's seed forever (verses
12, 13, 16).

(d) Be David's father (verses 14, 15),

2. David's Part of the Covenant. In return
for all God's goodness to him David and his
sons were to be faithful to God,

MEMORY WORK,

Have all print:

NT GOD’S PART.

THE COVENA DAVID'S PART,

Question to ascertain whether the pupils
have clearly in mind the gist of to-day’s lesson,
and ask them to print the above on their cards
at home,

Now ask: Have we any hope of occupying a
throne? Welcome all answers, and lead up to
the thought that we are kings through Jesus
Christ, and that if we triumph through him we
shall in the other world occupy a throne with
him. Haye pupils read aloud Rey, 3.21;5, 10;
20. 6; Matt. 19, 28; 1 Cor, 623

Have the Golden Text repeated by several,
Urge all to think. seriously of the kingdom in
which they are to reign. Then ask al] who will

to make and to keep the following resolution,
which should be printed on their cards at home ;

I WILL NOT BARTER MY

HEAVENLY THRONE

FOR ANY EARTHLY THING.

STUDY IN ADVANCE,

In view of the fact that we have during this
quarter three lessons from the Psalms, ask the
Dupils to write at home a short essay entitled
“The Psalms,” telling among other things about
their position in the Bible, their number, their
authors, and thoge liked best by the writer,

Review words, Covenant, Throne,
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By Way of Ulustration,

“Spake I a word saying, Why have ye not
built me a house of cedary” We ought always
to be ready to heed God's directions, But we
cannot obey God's directions unti] God gives

are sent. In ap army campaign subordinates
must wait for the commander's orders, Zea]
must keep within the limits of knowledge, No
matter how bright or brave a subordinate is,
he has no right to begin a battle on his own
front before he js told to. In God's service,
the study of God's plan and of God’s Providences
is essential to wise work in the humblest sphere
of Christian labor,

God tells David that his successes are gifts
from him. REleven times God says “[” and re-
counts his deeds to David and his promises for
the future. We are much in danger of “count-
ing God out.” 1f We are well, we forget that
health is a gift from him, and so forget to thank
him for it. If we are rich, we forget that
riches are his &ift to us, and so we tend to mis-
use what we have received. How would the
world be changed if each morning we should
say, “All that I have is a gift from God, and I
must use it in such g manuer as will be well-
pleasing to him” !

God wrapped up his “No” in g promise of
infinite blessing. David Was a better man be-
cause he gave expression to a noble purpose,
God said to him, “Thou didst well that it was
in thine heart.” Its gleam left a Permanent
glow on his life, The rejected candidate to the

been if we might, He that has the missionary’s
heart, though he be tied to an office stool, is
reckoned as one of that noble band, The woman
at Zaraphath who dig nothing more than share
her last meal with the prophet shall have a
prophet’s reward, The soul which thrills with
the loftiest impulses, which the cares of the wid-
owed mother or dependent relatives stay in ful-
fillment, will pe surprised one day to find itself
credited with the harvest which would have
been reaped had those seed-germs been cast on
more propitious soil. In heavenly records David
will find himself credited with the building of
the temp'e on Mount Zion,




The energy which David would have ex-
pended in building the temple wrought itself out
in gathering the material for its construction.
If you may not build, you may gather materials
for him that shall. If you may not go down the
mine, you can hold the ropes. There is a fact
in nature known as the law of the conservation
of force, The force of the accumulating veloc-
ity of the falling stone passes into heat, of
which some is retained by the stone, the rest
passes into the atmosphere. No true ideals are
fruitless ; somehow they help the world of men,
—Dr. F. B. Meyer.

God's promise of blessing extended to David's
seed. 1 used to be troubled by that clause in
the Ten Commandments which says, “visiting
the iniquities of the fathers upon the children
unto the third and fourth generation of them
that hate me.” But I learned that this warn-
ing was given in mercy as the strongest appeal
to a man to live right. And, too, I noticed that
the blessings go farther than the curses. It
says, “showing mercy unto thousands of genera-
tions of them that love me,” for such is the
better translation as given in the margin, The
blessings extend farther than the cursings, even
to thousands of generations,—Talmage.

Heart Talks on the Lesson,

It is a pleasant picture. The king sits in his
elegant new house conversing with his friend
Nathan the prophet. Only an outline of the
conversation is given, but it clearly suggests
David’s thought. “See now,” he said, “the
beauty of this cedar wood. There is nothing
like it in our country. What spacious, com-
fortable rooms! The carpenters and masons
from Tyre have done excellent work. King
Hiram was kind to help me build so fine a
dwelling. They say ‘Hiram was ever a lover of
David’ (1 Kings 5. 1), and he has proved it
80. The Lord has given me rest round about
from all my enemies. But my lord, the prophet,
how can I enjoy all this luxury and suffer the
ark of God to dwell between curtains? I will
certainly build a house for the Lord in token
of my gratitude.” And Nathan said: “King
David, it is well thou hast the honor of Jeho-
vah in thy heart. It is'well thou hast him with
thee in this new home. Go and do all that is in
thine heart.” And as they talked there was

One present, unseen, who heard what they were
saying. That night the Lord sent a message to
David, by Nathan, telling him what he would
bave him do, assuring him of his love and his
purpose to bless him beyond all that David
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could ask or think. It reminds one of what the
prophet Malachi says, that when God's people
talked with one another about the honor of his
name the Lord hearkened and heard and a book
of remembrance was kept.

But does he always hear a conversation like
this between friends who sit in homes filled with
comfort and luxury? Does he hear the owner
say: “I am ashamed to live so luxuriously and
let my church struggle with a burden of debt,
I cannot enjoy my blessings without sharing
with those who have less. I must make it
easier for the people who work for small pay in
that mission church. If I can afford all this for
myself I can afford to support a missionary in
the foreign field where help is so much needed,
God is good to give me such a home as this,
and i will show him I am grateful for it"?
And does he hear the rest of the family or the
visitors say: “Go and do all that is in your
heart. We feel just as you do about the use
of the good gifts of God”? O, if the Lord
could hear such a conversation in every beauti-
ful Christian home what rejoicing there would
be in mission fields at home and abroad! Tle
thousands recently baptized in India would then
bave teachers to show them the way more per-
fectly, and thousands more would hear the sweet
Gospel story. There are homes of wealth where
both men and women have the mind of David,
and they have his blessing too. But many
more have a different mind and miss the bless-
ing. A Christian man of wealth prayed ear-
nestly at family worship for the heathen, for
missionaries, and for all the work of God in the
world. His prayer so moved the heart of his
five-year-old son that he came to his father at
the close of worship and said, looking up in his
face, “Papa, I wish I had your money.” “Why,
my son, why do you wish that?’ “Because”
he replied, “I would answer your prayers with
| A

David’s heart was tender with the thought of
God's goodness. He “sat before the Lord” with
a grateful spirit. Blessed is the fellowship be-
tween the Lord and the soul that loves his king-
dom. David's house was filled with the sweet-
ness of a divine guest—sweeter than the fra-
grance of the goodly cedar,

. The Teachers’ Meeting.

The circumstances of the lesson present a
word picture: David’s palace and the taber
nacle in contrast; the king and the prophet;
God’s house proposed and David’s house prom-
ised....I. What God had donme for David.
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II. What God oW promised to do for David,
... .Point out in this lesson the illustrations of
the nature and character of God. ... Themes
for Discussion : 1. God's exceeding goodness,
graciousness, greatness., 2, The duty of cheer-
ful submission when our cherished plans are
thwarted. 3, The blessings and benefits of

certainty that God will take care of his own
interests and glory. 5. The faithfulness of his
promises. 6, The duty of heartfelt thankful-
ness for his favors, 7. The beauty of humility
when lifted by God into holy places, 8. The joy
of belonging to God’s own people, 9. The re.
demption of Israel by Jehovah typical of the
redemption of the world by Jesus,

——

Library References.

THE COVENANT wWiThH DAvID.—Taylor, David,
prages 230-245, Krummacher, David, pages
311-325, Hare, Visions and Narratives of the
New Testament, page 80,

The First Three Kings of
Israel, page 306, Dickinson, Religious Teach-
ing by Ezample, page 130, Stanley, Jewish
Church, vol, ii, Index, Kittel, History of the
Hebrews, Index. Ewald, History of Israel, In-
dex.  Geikie, Hours with the Bible, vol, iii,
Index.

N ATHAN.—Bruce,

SERMONS ON THE LESSON,

Verse 10.—Cotton, J., Old South Leaflets,
No. 53,
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THY THRONE
SHALL DBE

ESTABLISHE
EOR EVER

SA :[_‘l:_ymoT DEPART

In the promise which is dear to the heart
of David we catch a faint foregleam of the hope
which culminated in the spiritual kingdom of
the Messiah, The establishment of David's
throne meant the perpetuity of his name and
family when he himself should have set aside
the crown ; and beyond the honors of succession

tion, and while we trace itg meaning in the light
of fulfilled prophecy, its utmost significance was
veiled to the ancient king, Let us note that thig
blessing and unchanging
mercy was in answer to an expression of loyalty
and honor proceeding from the heart of David,

(Yolnriny.—Crownn, yellow, white, and cream ;
first phrase, white and purple; second, blue and
cream,

——

LESSON III. David’s Confession,

[Oct. 18.

GOLDEN TEXT. Cmtchmcldunbuﬂ,OGod. Psa. 51. 10,

AUTHORIZED VERsIoN.

[Study also verses 18, 19,
ters 11, 1

Psa. 51.1-17, [ Commit to memory verses 1-4,]

1 Have mercy upon me, O God, according to
thy loving-kindness ; according unto the multi-
tude of thy tender mercies blot out my trans-
gressions,

2 Wash me throughly from mine iniquity,
and cleanse me from my sin,

Read 2 Sam, chap-
2]

3 For 1 acknowledge my transgressions : and
my sin ig ever before me,

4 Against thee, thee only, have 1 sinned, and
done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest

REVISED VErsion,*
1 Have mercy upon me, O God, according to
thy loving.kindness :
According to the multitude of thy tender
mercies blot out my transgressions.
2 Wash me thoroughly from wine iniquity,
And cleanse me from my sin,
3 For I know my trnnsgreuions:
And my sin is ever before me,
4 Against thee, thee only, have I sinned,
And done that which is evil in thy sight ;
That thou mayest %be Jjustified when thou
Speakest,
And be clear when thou judgest.

————
.;2:: Revised VMW' 1901, by Thomas Nelsdn

praviEe




be justified when thou speakest, and be clear
when thou judgest.

5 Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in
sin did my mother conceive me,

6 Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward
parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make
me to know wisdom.

7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean:
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.

8 Make me to hear joy and gladness; that
the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice,

9 Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out
all mine iniquities.

10 Create in me a clean heart, O God; and
renew a right spirit within me.

11 Cast me not away from thy presence;
and take not thy holy spirit from me,

12 Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation;
and uphold me with thy free spirit.

13 Then will I teach transgressors thy ways;
and sinners shall be converted unto thee.

14 Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God,
thou God of my salvation: and my tongue shall
sing aloud of thy righteousness.

15 O Lord, open thou my lips; and my mouth
shall show forth thy praise.

16 For thou desirest not sacrifice ; else would
I give it: thou delightest not in burnt offering.

17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit :
a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt
not despise.
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5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity ;
And in sin did my mother conceive me.
G Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward
parts;
And in the hidden part ti
to know wisdom.
7 Purify me with hyssop, and I shall be
clean :
Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow
8 Make me to hear joy and gladness,
That the bones which thou hast broken may
rejoice,
9 Hide thy face from my sins,
And blot out all mine iniquities.
10 Create in me a clean heart, O God;
Aund renew a right spirit within me.
11 Cast me not away from thy presence ;
And take not thy holy Spirit from me.
12 Restore unto me thé joy of thy salvation;
And uphold me with a willing spirit.
13 Then will I teach transgressors thy ways;
And sinners shall be converted unto thee.
14 Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, thou
God of my salvation ;
And my tongue shall sing aloud of thy right-
eousness,
15 O Lord, open thou my lips;
And my mouth shall show forth thy praise.
16 For thou delightest not in sacrifice; else
would I give it:
Thou hast no pleasure in burnt offering.
17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit :
A broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou
wilt not despise.

ilt make me

Time.—According to Usher B. C. 1034,
Place.—Probably the royal palace in Jeru-
salem.

Home
M. David's Confession. Psa. 51. 1-17.
Tu. Sinful nature. Rom. 7. 12-25,
W. Sin hateful to God. Jer. 44. 1-10.
“Th, Penitence encouraged. Joel 2. 12-17.
F. Promise of pardon. Ezek. 33. 11-19,
8. Cleansing. FEzek. 36. 22-31.
8. Repentance and healing. Hos. 14.

Lesson Hymans.

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 100,

With broken heart and contrite sigh,

%h zro:ﬂing sinner, Igtd,o: crz'l 'f

oning grace Is rich and free :

. 0God, be m“;gonful to me !

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 102,
What shall I do, where shall I flee ?
I have no refuge, dear Saviour, but thee ;

Let me approach thee, though sinful and weak,
"Tis thy compassion, thy pardon I seek.
New Canadian Hymnal, No, 106,
Pass me not, O gentle Saviour,
Hear my humble cry ;
While on others thou art calling,
Do not pass me by.

Questions for Senior Scholars.

1. A Plea for Pardon (v. 1-7),—What con-
ceptions of sin do we find in “transgression,”
“iniquity,” “sin”? Is sin transmissible? What
is sin in its larger meaning? Who is the sin-
ner? How is all sin against God? For what
did the psalmist pray? Did he wish simply to
avoid penalty? Was that thought present with
him? What is the deepest longing of the true
penitent?

2. A Plea for Purification (v. 8-15).—How
much does the idea of punishment enter into (he
most ine and deep itence? What is the
function of fear in the salvation of a soul? Was

Oct. 18.]

it sins or |
What is th
forgiven?
penalty or
which do v
be saved fr
3. Genui
the psalmist
fisher of me
souls to we
What is the

Questi

1. Heartf
what is this
the penitent
words are us
Against who,

2. Restora
5-12).—~Wha
sons to do w
purity? Wh
What feeling:
How can the
away? Upon
tion?

3. Vows M
things are pr
restoration to
tent expect to
would the seco
ing out the fir
satisfaction to
show? What
to God? Thr
obtained ?

Questic
What good
gotten him? ]

I. RecoaN1zes
Gon's L
Against thee,
Whosoever

the law,
They have |
I1. DEPENDS ON
Create in me
Salvation b

3. 8.
There is ne
whereby 1



Oct. 18.]

it sins or sin that troubled the psalmist most?
What is the moral value of a knowledge of sins
forgiven? What is salvation—deliverance from
penalty or deliverance into a new heart? On
which do we need to place most emphasis—to
be saved from God’s wrath or into God's image?

3. Genuine Religion (v, 16, 17).—What did
the psalmist promise? Who is the most effective
fisher of men? Ig it difficult to put newly saved
souls to work? But what is work for God?
What is the GoLpen TexT?

Q. 3 fw 1at, ’l‘h Sehal.

1. Heartfelt Confession of Sin (v. 14).—0f
what is this psalm an expression? What does
the penitent depend upon for pardon? What
words are used in speaking of the wrong done?
Against whom was sin committed ?

2. Restoration and Renewal  Sought (v.
5-12).—What state of the nature causes per-
sons to do wrong? In what does God require
purity? What reference js made in verse 79
What feelings are sought as a result of pardon ?
How can the evil that is in the heart be taken
away? Upon whom does one depend for salya-
tion?

3. Vows Made to God (v. 12-18) —What two
things are promised in return for pardon and
restoration to divine favor? How did the peni-
fent expect to turn others to God? What effect
would the second part of the vow have in carry-
ing out the first? What did David not offer as
satisfaction to God for his sin? What does this
show? What did he offer? Was this acceptable
to God? Through what sacrifice is salvation
obtained ?

Questions for Younger Scholars,
What good king fell into sin? Had God for-
gotten him? No, What had David forgotten

THE LESSON OUTLINE,
Genunine Religion,

I. RECOGNIZES SIN as TRANSGRESSION oF
Gon's Law,
Against thee, thee only, have I sinned. v, 4,
Whosoever committeth sin  transgresseth
the law. 1 John 3. 4.
They have rejected me,- 1 Sam. 8, 7,
II. DEPENDS ON Gop FoR SALvATION,
Create in me a clean heart, O God. v. 10,
Salvation belongeth unto the Lord. Psa,
. 8,
There is none other name under heaven
whereby we must be saved. Acts 4, 12,
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to do? What did Davig want? Was he selfish?
What must we love more than self? The wi

of God. Does God love the sinner? Yes,
Whom did he gend to show David his gin?
Nathan, What diq he do when he saw his sin?

have done? JHe might have
turned against Nathan, Against whom bad
David sinned ? (Verse 4.) What does the Lord
wish to see in our hearts? (Verse 6.)

——

The Condensed Review,

1. What is the brayer of the penitent?
Cleanse me from my sin, » What sad con-
sciousness js hig? My sin is ever before me,

. Against whom does the penitent fee] he has
sinned?  “Agaqinst thee, thee only, have I
sinned.” 4, What does he ask God to do?
GOLDEN Text: “Create,” ote, 5, What will be
the result? “Phen will I teach transgressors
thy ways.” i

The Chaurch Catechism,

45. What are the more particular duties un.
folded in the New Testament? The more par-
ticular duties unfolded in the New Testament
are our duties to ourselves, Lo our family, to the
Church of Christ, to the state and to society at
large.

Romans 13, 1. Let every soul be subject unto
the higher powers. For there is no power but of
God : the powers that be are ordained of God.
7, 8. Render therefore to all their dues ; tribute
to whom tribute is due 3 custom to whom custom ;
fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor,
Owe no man anything, but to love one another :
for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law,

TG MRS s e e e g

I11. Is Jovous,
Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation,
v. 19
In the night his song shall be with me. -
Psa. 42, 8,
Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I
say, Rejoice. Phil, 4, 4,
1V. Is HELPFUL 10 OrmEgs,
Then will I teach transgressors thy ways.
v. 18, A
Let him that is
municate,

%
;
i
3

taught in the word com-

Gal. 6. 6,
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They helped every one his neighbor. Isa.
41. 6.
V. Is ProrounpLy HuMsLE.
The sacrifices of God are a broken Spirit.
v. 17

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.
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Be clothed with humility: for God giveth
grace to the humble. 1 Pet. 5. 5.

Walk humbly with thy God. Mic, 6. 8.

I dwell with him that is of a contrite and
humble spirit. Isa. 57. 15.

EXPLANATORY NOTES.

The Church in all ages has taken this psalm to be the exp
conduct in the case of Bathsheba and Uriah ; and while the last two verses have led some critics to assign to
it a later date, it is not safe to depart from this belief. But the psalm would be of comparatively little im-
portance to us if it were only the expression of one sinner's regret for his sin. These verses are the full ex-

of David’s peni b of his

pression of the |
has b the 11

of the p

Verse 1. Have mercy upon me, O God.
“Croon over me,” is Mr. Spurgeon's favorite
paraphrase of these words. David needed God's
mercy now as never before. His other ene-
mies had been outside himself—Saul, or Philis-
tines, or Amalekites; but now he cries for help
against his own heart. He has discovered that
a man's evil nature is his worst foe. Thy lov-
ing-kindness. The Hebrew word means a dis-
position toward compassion and bounty. Ae-
cording to the multitude of thy tender mercies.
“The other words used (mercy and loving-kind-
ness) are singular, expressing infinite depth
and breadth, as of air or sky or ocean, measure-
less and inconceivable; but this word is in the
plural to express numberless acts of mercy
needed to cover uncounted sins,” Three gifts
David, the sinner, craves: 1. Mercy, for one
who merits punishment; 2. Loving-kindness,
fatherly sympathy, for one who is wounded in
heart; 3. Tender mercies for one who requires
as many acts of grace performed as there are
tendencies to sin within him. Blot out means
“erase,” “cancel.”” Transgressions is in the
plural because, as Dr. Perowne has said, “no
8in ever stands alone.”

2. Wash me throughly [“thoroughly”] from
mine iniquity. “Multiply to wash me.” Cloanse
me from my sin. “If washing will not do, try
some other process. If water avails not, let
fire, let anything be tried so that I may be rid
of my sin."—Spurgeon. Observe that the
prayer is not “Do away with the results of my
: sin,” but “Do away with my 'sin.” Obserye
1 also the three terms used for his wrongdoing :
+ 1. Transgression, the breaking of the law ;

2. Iniquity, moral perversity; 3. Sin, which in
+ the Hebrew stands for moral defilement.

3. Consciousness of sin and acknowledgment
of it are characteristic of true penitence.

of sinful h y. The |
ever since it was sung. The
11 and 12 by the teacher will refresh in memory the circumstances of David’s sin, but there are few if any
Bunday school classes in which that sin should be discussed, and the very best introduction to the study of
this psalm is that of Dr. Chalmers : * This is the most affecting of all, and the one most applicable to me.”

pours out his contrition in such a way that it
ding of 2 8 1 chapters

4. Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and
done this [“that which is”] evil in thy wsight,
David does not ignore the wrong done by him to
others. It is precisely that wrong that he bit-
terly mourns. He has found out that no man
can hurt another without hurting God more.
The sinfulness of his sin is even worse than
the criminality of his crime. Thow mightest
[“mayest”] be justified when thou speakest,
and be clear when thou judgest. The severest
enactments of God's justice when rightly under-
stood are seen to be deeds of mercy for the pro-
tection of our souls from the worst of evils,

8. I was shapen [“brought forth”] in in-
iquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.
The psalmist is making no apology here for his
sin; nor is he blaming any one else for it. He
is rather emphasizing a perplexing fact which
sooner or later every one of us is forced to
recognize, that there is a bias in our natures
toward evil. And what we call change of heart
is a change of that bias, that natural tendency
toward moral evil,

6. Thou desirest truth in the inward parts.
Not merely in conduct, but also in emotion and
desire, In the hidden part thow shalt [“wilt"]
make me to know wisdom. “The fear of the
Lord is the beginning of wisdom.”

7. Purge [“purify”] me with hyssop, and |
shall be clean. The Hebrew priests were in-
structed to free a man from the ceremonial de-
filement of contact with a dead body or of
leprosy (for ceremonial defilement lingered after
disease had been cured) by sprinkling him with
blood and oil by means of a hyssop branch. If
David had uttered these words to a priest they
would have referred to this ceremony ; addressed
to God they pray for that of which the cere-
mony was the symbol. It is as if the psalmist
said, “Be thou my priest.” Wash me, and I
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shall be whiter than snow. Of two Hebrew
words for “wash” one is much stronger than the
other; the strongest is here used,

8. The Hebrews used the figure of crushing
the bones as we use that of prostration (nervy-
ous, and other) to indicate utter helplessness
and misery, It jg the sense of moral wrong
that has, figuratively speaking, broken Dayid's
bones. God’s forgiveness will bring to his sad
heart joy and gladness,

9. Hide thy face from my sins, A beautiful
figure of speech ; but he whose sin has once been
forgiven need never fear that it will pe again
remembered. Blot out, See note on verse 1,

10. Create in me clean heart, God's Spirit
had already taught David what our Lord Jesus
afterward stated that except a man is born
again he can in no wise enter the kingdom of
heaven. Renew a right spirit within me. Take
away my weaknesses, hesitancies, doubts; give
me moral firmness,

11. Cast me not away from thy presence,
The sure result of sin is to deprive men of
God’s  “merciful presence, wherewith he re-
fresheth and comforteth his own.” Take not
thy holy spirit [“Spirit”] from me. Without
spiritual help from God no man can do right,
God's Spirit had been taken away from David's
predecessor, Saul,

12. Restore unto me the joy of thy salva-

HOMILETICAL AND

A great artist once painted a splendid picture,
To the creation and development of this picture
he had given the best years of his life, Amid
discouragement, poverty, obscurity, even perse-
cution, he had worked on this painting, adding
to its beauty, deepening its color, perfecting its
drawing, and giving to it the touch and finish
which it required. At length the genius of the
artist gradually obtained recognition, so that
he became rich and prosperous. But he still
kept at work on his great painting. He did
other things, many of them, for with his new
wealth and dignity special duties were neces-
sary.  Still nothing was allowed to interfere
with what he regarded as his masterpiece. The
fame of this picture began to be noised abroad,
and men came to the studio asking that they
might see it. To only a very few permission
was given, for the artist Wwas modest and humble,
as all really gifted people are. But the few who
were favored with a sight of the picture were
50 loud in their admiration that its fame con-
stantly increased, and people everywhere were
speaking of it and dwelling upon its beauty. In
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tion. “The blessedness I knew when first I
sought the Lord. Uphold me with thy free
spirit [““a willing 8pirit”].  Notice the change
that is made by the Revisers, The ** free spirit ”
refers rather to David himself than to the Lord.
‘“Keep me from being again enslaved, as I have
been. by my sinful passions.” *“ Unite my heart
to fear thy name,”

13. Then will I teach transgressors thy ways ;
and sinners shall be converted unto thee. The
first impulse of the forgiven sinner is the jm-
Pulse to carry the glad tidings to others; and
as a good man has said, “Our power with the
unconverted will depend on the reality of our
personal experience,”

14, 15, David's faith steadily increases with
the fervency of his prayer. He can now do
what he dared not do at the beginning of the

religious activities including even the joyful
singing of psalms,
18, 17. The gist of these verses is that God

PRACTICAL NOTES.

order to test certain colors and more perfectly
carry out the artist’s idea a beautiful frame was
given to the picture, and it was placed on an
ease! of the rarest workmanship. This enabled
the painter to gee how his work would endure
change of light and position, and he labored on
it even harder than before. But when it was
almost complete, and in a little while would
have gone to the National Gallery, where it
would surely have won a prize, one day in a
fit of strange passion the artist struck the paint-
ing and broke through the canvas, his blow so
affecting the chief figure in the foreground that
its beauty was impaired forever. When the
artist recovered his reason and saw what he
had done his grief was uncontrollable, He
walked up and down his studio crying like a
child. He wrung his hands. He buried his face
on his couch. He moaned and he sobbed: “Q,
my beautiful picture! the picture that has cost
me so much labor and care, the picture to which
I have given nearly all of my life, And now it
is ruined. It is hopelessly spoiled, It can never
be repaired so that the marks will not appear,

A - T
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No matter who comes to look at it, the first
thing almost that the eye will see will be the
disfigurement made by my own hand.” And
then he would go over to where it stood on the
easel looking at it so hopelessly that those who
saw him could not but share his grief. “I
wouldn't care anything about it if it had been
an accident, or if my studio had been burned,
or if some servant had allowed a whole pot of
paint to fall on it. But it was all my own
fault. No one is to blame but myself. I must
have been mad when I did this thing. And I
never can forgive myself, never, never.”

Some of the friends of the artist tried to com-
fort him, and others went behind the picture
with various things hoping to so press the can-
vas forward that the break would not show.
But he shook his head sorrowfully and said:
“Let it stand as it is. It can't be mended now.
To attempt any hiding or filling will only make
matters worse. All 1 can ask is that people
will judge of my work by the other parts of
the picture, and not by this mad exhibit of pas-
sion for which I am.so sorry that I could al-
most take my own life.”

' And so the picture was taken to the gallery,
where it was seen by thousands and thousands
of people, but no one ever looked at it without
wondering at the foolishness of the artist for
allowing himself in a moment of frenzy to blot
and disfigure a work of so much beauty and
genius, “Poor fellow ! he must have been mad,”
the people said.

In this confession of wrongdoing David uses
three words—*“transgression,” “iniquity,” “sin”
—and it is for these that he asks God's forgive-
ness.

1. Transgression is the breaking of a law, the
violation of a eommand, open defiance of au-
thority, wanton disobedience. The boy who re-
fuses to obey his parents, who breaks through
the regulations of home or school, who neglects
the duties laid upon him by those who have
) authority, that boy is a transgressor. And what
f applies to the boy applies to the girl; also to
; the young man in office or mill or store. The
soldier who fails to keep the instructions given
him is a transgressor, even though he may not
5 desert his post or fall asleep on guard. Now,
God has laid upon us positive commands—com-
mands about keeping the Sabbath, honoring our
parents, and many other things as well—and if
3 we do not obey these commands we are trans-
gressors. And for these transgressions God will
hold us responsible. We cannot evade them nor
avoid them any more than our shadow in the
sun. The only way not to have a sun shadow is
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not to walk or stand in the sunlight, and the
only way to avoid God's anger against trans
gressors is to keep out of transgression. We
may think the transgression a small matter,
and in itself it may be so, but little sins like
little keys often open great locks ; indeed, some-
times the smaller the key the stronger is the
lock which it opens. To tell a lie may be a
small matter, but out of a lie come deceit,
treachery, hypocrisy, and even perjury.

2. “Iniquity” is another of the words David
uses. Sometimes when men are removing a tree
from the field or the roadside how deep they
must dig, and what a great hole they must
make. That is because the roots are so twisted,
twined around each other, so curiously fastened
that it is almost impossible to separate them.
Now, these roots give us the real meaning of the
word “iniquity,” and from that word we de
rive such terms as “warped,” “distorted,”
“wrenched,” “deformed.” God intended for his
children the life of uprightness, of harmony,
of symmetry and proportions, but iniquity
twists it out of all shape, so that instead of
growing up into beauty and grace it gnarls and
snarls, and tangles like the roots of a tree.
Worms, reptiles, loathsome creeping things of
all kinds have their homes in these buried roots,
and in the darkness cover with slime the places
they infest, and so in the iniquitous heart there
are evil thoughts, sinful desires, corrupt pas-
sions whose presence is a curse to the life in
which they dwell. Everyone, therefore, needs
to offer the same prayer as David—“Create in
me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right
spirit within me.”

3. And what is the meaning of “sin”? In
these days we do not know much about archery,
but in the olden time the man who was skilled
with the bow could send an arrow whizzing
through the air with marvelous speed and strike
the target full in the center. But when the
archer failed of the target the judges said that
he “sinned,” just as we would say he “missed.”
So, then, sin is missing the mark, and means
that the life has failed to reach the target that
God had set up. And why not? Sin blinds
the eye, inflames the heart, weakens the mind,
impairs the will, and robs the guilty one of
the elements that command success. A sinner
cannot possibly succeed in reaching the mark
God intended for him. For that mark is purity
of heart, nobility of character, loyalty of con-
science, uprightness of conduct, a likeness to
the mind and spirit of Christ. Now how shall
the transgressions be blotted out, how shall the
iniquity be washed away, how shall the sin be
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removed? Just as in the case of David—ear-
nest confession before God, a deep, sincere sor-
row for the evil we have done, an intense desire
for God’s gracious pardon, and a mighty yearn-
ing to bave our hearts made pure by the Holy
Spirit’s presence,

Prismatic Lights on the Lesson,
GUILT, AND DELIVERANCE THEREFROM,

There is no phase of human experience, from
the grossest sin to the purest holiness, that is
not found in the Bible, The sin is not con-
fined to the habitual sinners, nor excellent good-
ness to the habitually righteous, Every man
has a capability for the whole gamut,

In the case of David & pure youth, great
beroism in war, great Success in peace, great
wisdom in national affairs, and great previous
zeal for God did not save him from a fall most
£ross, into two of the most heinous of crimes,
Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed
lest he fall,

The remedy : First, a vivid consciousness of
the sin, For a year there had been a dull con-
sciousness, It evidently made him sick (Psa,
32.8). It now rose to the intensest conscious-
ness of his being,

Second, prayer for pardon, and faith that
God's mercy was greater than human sin, Even
hereditary taint is not too deep to he purged
away (verse 7). Assuranee expresses itself
(verse 7), literally, “Thou shalt purge me, I
shall be clean, even whiter than snow.”

Third, not only is there pardon, but a new
nature created by God (verse 10). This is the
gladdest evangel of the Gospel. Great as for-
giveness is, a new nature is greater, This must
be of God's creation, Then he is upheld by a
free spirit of hig own (verse 12), besides God's,

Fourth, the necessary outflow of such a spirit
is effective preaching and praise (verses 13-15).

Fifth, a recognition of what is valuable to
God (verse 17), He would have loved to gee
the hard spirit of Pharaoh broken, All his
wrath against a spirit that seeks to break down
the work of God in the universe is turned {o
love of one who helps him,

Thoughts for Young People,
THE GIST OF THE FIFTY-FIRST PSALM.
David, in the opening of this Psalm, appeals
for mercy. No Penitent man ever approached
God on the side of hig justice. The Pharisee,
indeed, appeals to righteousness ; but the publi-
¢an appeals for mercy,
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1. “Wash me tlmnmhly from mine iniquity,
and cleanse me from my sin.” Mark the thor-
oughness of this desire, Not only must sin be
blotted out, but the sinner himself must be
washed and cleansed. There must be not merely
a change of state, but a change of nature,
David's words all come, as it were, from the
center of his being, There is no trifling with
the surface here,

2. “For 1 acknowledge my transgressions,”
Confession is a necessary basis of forgiveness,
Confession is in reality a multitudinous act; it
is many acts in one; it is a convergence of right
judgment, right feeling, ang right action,

3. In the third verse the psalmist uses an
extraordinary expression, namely, “My sin is
ever before me.” The point to be noted here ig
the distinct personal relation which every man
sustains to his own sin, It is emphatically and
exclusively his own,

4. “Against thee, thee only, have I sinned,”
ete. The idea is that all sin is against God.
Whoever sing against man sins against God.
Then how sacred are all human relations,
Every blow struck against humanity is a blow
struck against God.

5. Up to the twelfth verse the psalmist con-
fines his intercessions to subjects which relate
immediately to his own spiritual condition ; hut
in verse 13 he includes others with himself :
“Then will 1 teach transgressors thy ways.”
Mark the connection between true personal holi-
ness and world-wide benevolence. This is the
secret of all evangelistic movement. The work
begins in personal consecration. Verse 17 shows
that all sacrifice is worthless which is not vital-
ized by the moral element, [Parker.]

Teaching Hints for Intermediate Classes,
PRELIMINARY,

8o general have been the expressions of re-
joicings at the help obtained in the use of the
quarterly preview in the preparation of the work
for the class, in the teaching of the lesson, and
in the weekly and quarterly reviews of the same,
that the writer is more than ever emboldened to
advocate its use, The following is suggested
for this quarter:

Lesson 1. Ark—Religion,

Lesson 11, Covenant—Throne,

Lesson III, Confession—Heart,

Lesson 1V, For;ivenen—Blelledneu.

Lesson V., Rebellion—Honor,

Lesson VI, Grief—Foolishness,

Lesson VII, Shepherd—Obedience,
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Lesson VIII. Drink—Mocker.

Lesson I1X. Charge—Trust.

Lesson X. Choice—Wisdom.

Lesson XI. Temple—Body.

Lesson XII. Queen—Righteous.

The first word for each lesson is intended to
keep in mind the lesson text, while the second
word recalls the teaching emphasized in con-
nection with the lesson,

These words should be given as indicated
from Sunday to Sunday to the pupils, who
should be requested to print them on the ob-
verse of their card number 14, which on the
thirteenth Sunday should contain the complete
preview as outlined above. This will form the
basis of the review.

SURROUNDINGS,
Time. About the middle of David's reign.
Place. Jerusalem.
The Psalms. Have two or three pupils read

what they have written about the Psalms. Cor-
rect and commend what has been done. In
connection with the study of each psalm that
comes before us this quarter be prepared to an-
swer, in reference to the writing, the following
questions :

HO?

HEN ?

HERE?

HY?

HAT?

For example: David wrote the fifty-first
psalm, in Jerusalem, about the middle of his
reign. He wrote it because he sinned. It is a
prayer for forgiveness and restoration to God's
presence,

APPROACH,

Here is a scene which the writer once wit-
messed: In a crowded church, after a powerful
sermon had been preached, a woman arose,
walked down the middle aisle, threw herself on
the floor, and with the tears streaming down
her cheeks confessed her sins and cried to God
for mercy. Within a fortnight she was as com-
pletely under the power of sin as ever before.
Ask: Wherein lay the difficulty in her case?
When the answer has been discussed, say : Now,
we are going to consider a different case, that of
one who not only cried for mercy, but who also
turned from his sin to God. Let us open our
Bibles at the

LESSON TEXT.

Time will not permit us to even refer to all
the truths in this most human of the Peniten-

[Oct. 18,

tial Psalms. The following is suggested as
good summary for Intermediates :

DAVID’S PRAYER

OF CONFESSION,
FOR MERCY,

FOR FORGIVENESS,
FOR CLEANSING,
FOR RESTORATION.

1. Confession. Ask: What is the only thing
that is able to separate a soul from God? Spend
some time in the effort to get a correct answer
to this question, and then teach positively: Nin
is the only thing that has power to separate a
soul from God. Then ask: What is the first
necessary step in order to get rid of sin? Re-
ceive all answers in order to lead up to the
thought. Confession is necessary in order that
sin may be forgiven. If the teacher will pro-
cure some blank visiting cards and write on one
side in full Prov. 28, 13, and on the other side
1 Joiin 1. 8, 9, he will have something to give
to the pupils that may be the means of great
blessing in days to come. Ask each recipient to
put the card in a safe place and to read it when-
ever he or she has committed sin,

2. Mercy. Explain the meaning of the word.
Have some one read aloud verses 1 and 2. 1[I
lustrate the difference between justice and
mercy, and show how much we need the latter.

3. Forgiveness. Tell the story of the prodigal
son (Luke 15. 11-24), and show how willing
God is to forgive those who confess their sins
and seek for mercy. Have some one read aloud
verses 3 and 4, and teach that all sin is against
God and should be confessed to him in order to
secure forgiveness from him. This will be dwelt
upon more particularly in connection with next
week’s lesson.

4. Cleansing. Tllustrate the difference le-
tween forgiveness of sin and cleansing from sin.
Have different pupils read aloud verses 2, 6,
and 7. Explain the meaning of “hyssop” and
‘“clean heart.”

5. Restoration. David wished to be restored
to

(1) God’s presence (verse 11),

(2) The joy of salvation (verse 8).

Explain what these two expressions mean.

MEMORY WORK.
Ask all to print on their cards the outline as
indicated above and to memorize it.
Have each member of the class repeat the

Oct. 18.]
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Golden Text, Ask al] to print on their cards
the following prayer, to memorize it, and to re-
peat it daily :

CREATE IN ME

A CLEAN HEART,

0 GOD.

STUDY IN ADVANCE.

Psalm 32 abounds in great truths. Assign
one verse to each member of the class, and ask
him to write out during the week in his own
language the meaning of that verse,

Review words, Confession, Heart,

By Way of Ilustration,

A Penitential Psalm, Many a sin-stained
penitent has trodden these well-worn  steps,
Charles Wesley's title for his hymn, “Depth of
mercy ! can there be,” is “After a relapse into
sin””  Because it is a penitent’s hymn it has
touched the universal human beart, The story
is told that an English actress was led into a
cottage prayer meeting by bearing this hymn
sung as she was passing by, She was deeply
convicted of sin and afterward converted. She
resolved to leave the stage. That night as the
entertainment closed ghe was advertised to sing.
Coming before the audience with an earnest
face, she sang, not the song of the play, but

“Depth of merey! can there be
Mercy still reserved for me?

Can my God his wrath forbear,—
Me, the chief of sinners, spare ?"

Her voice was superb and the audience sat
quietly through the hymn and then went out
solemnly as from a church, many of them find-
ing the hymn's echo in their own hearts,

Verses 2-7. When the ungodly and the godly
fall into the same sin how can we distinguish
between them? By a simple test—a test by
which you may know a sheep from a swine,
when both have fallen into the same ditch, and
are in fact so covered with filth that you can
hardly tell one from the other. The unclean
animal, in circumstances agreeable to its nature,
wallows in the mire, but the sheep fills the air
with its bleatings, nor Ceases to struggle to get
out.—QGuthrie,

Verse 8. “Make me to hear joy and gladness.”

#iveness as shall not only give peace but joy.
When the prodigal started for his father’s house

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,
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he thought to receive bread and Pbeace of mind,
But what did he have? The ghoes for his feet,
the best robe, the ring, the banquet, and rap-
turous merrymaking. When You return to
Father’s house you have a right to expect joy
and gladness—the hundredfold in this life,
Verse 10, “COreate in me a clean heart,”
Nothing less than a new creation will make thig
man's heart clean,

a finger post pointing to the words of Jesus,
“Ye must be born again.” “Long before I had
heard the doctrine of the new birth,” said a
converted uilor-prencher, “I knew that patch-
ing up the old hulk would never do. I must
have a craft which Was new from stem to stern
to weather the seas of this life,”

Verses 12-17. The shepherd king is one of a

He was a
true court preacher, as were Gustavus Adolphus
and Oliver Cromwel), The ritual and pomp of
the palace devotions are supplemented in the
lives of these rulers by the personal prayer and
pledges of each private soul before its Maker,
Some students remember a scene in a village
church prayer meeting when Dr, Mark Hop-
kins, president of Williams College, arose and
said, “One tide bears in on me still, that I am a
sinner, and my only hope is in the mercy of the
Saviour.,”—Dr, W, R. Campbell,

Heart Talks on the Lesson,

This painful pagt of David's history would
better be passed by in silence unless I, your
tcacher, and you, my class, sincerely ask the
light of the Holy Spirit to consider it. This
shameful breaking of the sixth and seventh com-
mandments equals anything which disgraces the
columns of modern reporters. There is no ex-
cuse. The bare, disagreeable, sorrowful facts
are told. The man after God’s own heart fell
into grievous gin, Why is it told? Why not
hide it, and not give unbelievers opportunity to
sneer at a “Bible saint”? Because God is true,
His word is truth, If the Bible were only a
human book, written alene by men to reveal
God to the world, it would not be the honest
record that it is. Men would be afraid to tell
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all the truth for fear of damaging the cause of
truth. But God dares to be true. The founda-
tions of his throne are righteousness and truth.
He is so sure of himself and of his own cause
that he can turn things inside out and deal
with sin openly, before the eyes of men. He
takes it as a fact, not to be ignored, nor passed
by without rebuke, nor condoned in the hearts
of his own friends. Concealment is not cure.
“He that covereth his sins shall not prosper,
but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall
find mercy.”

“The greatest of faults is to be conscious of
none.,” The one gleam of light upon this black
page of David's life is his deep conviction, his
heartbroken confession, his sense of unworthi-
ness of the mercy of God, and his humble re-
liance upon that mercy for pardon and cleans-
ing. These are the only things for us to con-
sider. David's sin is common enough, but
David’'s thorough repentance and forgiveness
are not so common. Carlyle says, “The deadli-
est sin is the supercilious consciousness of no
sin; that is death. The heart so conscious is
divorced from humility and fact; is dead; it is
‘pure’ as dead, dry sand is pure.” St. John in
more comprehensive words says, “If we say we
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in us; but if we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness,”

Two short sentences in this account reveal
that side of sin which we see only when the
Holy Spirit shows it to us. “The thing which
David did displeased the Lord.” *“The Lord
sent Nathan unto David.” Sin is not between
man and man, but between the soul and God.
He reckons with it, he is the Judge. An awful
truth which came home to David's conscience
when God spoke to him through the prophet; a
truth that will pierce every conscience, here
or hereafter. “Against thee, thee only, have I
sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that
thou mightest be justified when thou speakest,
and be clear when thou judgest.” God's sight
is far and clear. He sees the relation of sin to
every circumstance, condition, opportunity of
each individual soul. His judgment is just and
every soul will know that it is so. It is vain
to excuse sin. Let us be honest before God now,
as we shall have to be when the secrets of all
hearts are revealed. David's deep desire was
not to escape the consequence of sin, but to be
delivered from the sin itself. “Doctor,” said
one about to underger an operation to remove a
deadly growth, “never mind how much you hurt
me. Probe deep and get at the cause of all this

[Oct. 15,

trouble.”” Se should we pray, mot only to le
forgiven, but also to be cleansed in our secrct
soul,

How could one who with humble spirit “sat
before the Lord” fall so grievously into sin?
It may be the luxury of his beautiful home,
the rest from his enemies, the easy circun
stances, made him less watchful, less prayerful,
less often in loving communion with God. Sey
eral facts in the history suggest this. We
“walk with God in the dark,” and we “walk
alone in the light.” The saintliest souls ouf-
side of heaven need to heed the words of Jesus,
“Watch and pray, lest ye enter into temptu-
tion,”

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Study well the history which led to this
psalm, David's punishment (some of it already
inflicted) might be profitably recalled. Show
that he not only sinned, but repented of his sin,
... .Practical Teachings: Where in this lesson
is it taught, 1. That we should place our con-
fidence, not in our own strength, but in God's
faithful love? 2. That we must reap whatever
consolation we can from God’s promises as our
own? 3. That if we are truly penitent we can
receive God's promises as our own? 4. That
we retard God’s power to help us by our sinful
nature? 5. That with God no ceremony will
avail for our soul's salvation?....Hints for
Study : 1. Find how the restored leper was cere-
monially purified according to Hebrew law.
2. Find a psalm in which thanks are offered for
sins pardoned and diseases healed. 3. Reread
the story of God’s rebuke of Hezekiah, his ill-
ness, and his restoration....Notice in this
psalm David’s view of a sinner's condition,
with the words desecribing it—*transgression,
iniquity, sin, evil, blood-guiltiness.” Let these
he found and filly explained....Show what
David desired, and explain the words: (1) “Blot
out;” (2)“Wash;” (3)“Cleanse;” (4)“Hide;"
(5) “Create,” ete....Do not fail to present in
this lesson the way of salvation,

Library References.

COMMENTARIES ON THE LESSON.—Perowne,
Delitzsch, Murphy, and Kirkpatrick, in the
order named; also commentaries on Second
Samuel,

Davip's TRANSGRESSION, — Taylor, Darid,
pages 264-283. Meyer, David, pages 193-200.
Deane, David, pages 136-157. Krummacher,
David, pages 373-388.
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SERMONS ON THE LESSON,

Verse 1. Homiletic Review, vol, xxxvi, page
454, Lowell, C,, Sermons, page 09, Verse 2.—
Homiletic Review, vol, xxiii, page 253, Verse
3. —S8pring, G., The Bethel Flag, page 260, Pa-
ley, W,, Nermons, pages 160, 178, Verse 4.—
Barnes, Way of Nalvation, page 135, Verse 5.—
The Treasury, vol, V, page 279. Lime Street
Lectures, page 117, Verse 6.—The Treasury,
vol. v, page 279, Metropolitan Pulpit, vol. ii,
page 70. Verse T.~Alexander, J, A., SBermons,
vol. ii, page 199, Verse 10.—H omiletic Monthly,
vol. v, page 330, The Pulpit, London, vol. vii,

page 238; also vol, Ixxix, page 194. Free
Church Pulpit, vol, iii, page 553. Verse 12—
Farrendon, J., Sermons, vol, iii, page 563. Net-

tleton, Remains, page 309, Homiletic Monthly,
vol. ix, page 157, MacArthur, Attractive
Christ, page 252, Verse 17.—Homiletic Month-
y, vol. viii, page 316, Alexander, J, A, Ser-
mons, vol. ii, page 368, 7The Pulpit, London,
vol. xxiii, page 235. McCheyne, R., Sermons,
page 92,

Blackboard,

Although living in the enjoyment of that
spiritual illumination which the Gospel brought
to men, we must often revert to the psalms of
David for a just and heartfelt expression of
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LESSON IV. David’s Joy over Forgiveness,
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those experiences which are the common lot of
humanity, The deep need of his soul and the
R

TAIN1OP
o CARIST me

FOR. SIN

EPENTANCE
CMISSION
ESTORATION

sufficiency of God find utterance in these pas-
sages, and voice the ery of all our hearts, His
soul is weighted with the sense of 8in, and all ig
darkness and despair until he turns to God
against whom cnly he had sinned, and with
broken and contrite heart pleads his forgiving
mercy. We find in the fountain of Oalvary the
hope and realization of such a prayer ag David’s,
Some day we may need to make it our own.

Coloring.—Cross, white; name, red; letter-
ing, blue, yellow, and white,

[Oct. 25,

GOLDEN TEXT. Mﬁmwh;mmuwm,whmanm
sa. 82, 1,

AUTHORIZED VERSION,
[Read Rom. chapters 4, 5.]

Psa. 82, [ Commit to memory verses 5-7.]
1 Blessed is he whose transgression is for-
given, whose sin is covered,

2 Blessed is the man unto whom the Lorp
imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there
is no guile,

3 When I kept silence, my bones waxed old
through my roaring all the day long.

4 For day and night thy hand was heavy
upon me: my moisture is turned into the
drought of summey, Se’lah,

5 T acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine
iniquity have I not hid. I said, I will confess

Revisep Version,*
1 Blessed is he whose transgression s for.
given,
Whose sin is covered,
2 Blessed is the man unto whom Jehovah im-
puteth not iniquity,
And in whose spirit there is no guile,
3 When I kept silence, my bones wasted away
Through my groaning all the day long.
4 For day and night thy hand was heavy upon
me:
My moisture was changed as with the
drought of summer., [Selah.
51 acknowledged my sin unto thee,
And mine iniquity did I not hide ;
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto
Jehovah ;
And thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin,
Selah,

.-.on.‘w Version, ©copyright 1901, by Thomas Nelson
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my transgressions unto the Lorp ; and thou for-
gavest the iniquity of my sin. Se'lah,

6 For this shall everyone that is godly pray v

unto thee in a time when thou mayest be found :
surely in the floods of great waters they shall
not come nigh unto him.

7 Thou art my hiding place; thou shalt pre-
serve me from trouble; thou shalt compass me
about with songs of deliverance. Se'lah.

8 I will instruct thee and teach thee in the
way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with
mine eye,

9 Be ye not as the horse, or as the mule,
which have no understanding: whose mouth
must be held in with bit and bridle, lest they
come near unto thee.

10 Many sorrows shall be to the wicked : but
he that trusteth in the Lorp, mercy shall com-
pass him about,

11 Be glad in the Lorp, and rejoice, ye right-
eous: and shout for joy, all ye that are upright
in heart.

Time.—B. C. 1034
Probably Jerusalem.

Home Readings.
M. David’s Joy over Forgiveness,
Tw. A prayer of hope. Psa. 130.
W. A merciful God. Psa. 103, 1-18.
Th. Confession and cleansing. 1 John 1.
F. Eternal redemption. Heb. 9. 6-15.
8. Blessing of forgiveness. Rom. 4. 1-8
8. Peace. Psa. 85.

Lesson Hymas,

Psa. 32

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 128,

Saved to the uttermost: I am the Lord’s;
Jesus my Saviour, salvation affords,

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 122,
Down at the cross where my Saviour died,
Down where for cleansing from sin I cried.

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 125,
T've reached the land of corn and wine,
And all its riches freely mine,

Questions for Senior Scholars,
1. Salvation from sin (v. 1.5).—Is this
psalm a personal utterance? In what does it

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

(Usher). Place.—

[Oect. 25, Oct. 25.]
G For this let every one that is godly pray Quui
unto thee in a time when thou mayest 1. Forgi
be found : 1-5).—~Who
Surely when the great waters overflow they pose was |
shall not reach unto him, opening ver
7 Thou art my hiding place; thou wilt pre- How is pnr&
serve me from trouble; the psalmist
Thou wilt compass me about with sougs brought relie
of deliverance, [Selah, 2. Forgive
8 I will instruct thee and teach thee in the 6-11).—Whe
way which thou shalt go: When should
I will counsel thee with mine eye upon life do men
thee. ;
9 Be ye not as the horse, or as the mule, :::ordt:nltordxl
which have no understanding; brutes? Wha
Whose trappings must be bit and bridle to what people
hold them in,
Else they will not come near unto thee.
10 Many sorrows shall be to the wicked ;
But he that trusteth in Jehovah, loving ruv:;:::-ddi{': D
kindness shall compass him about. could he no; |
11 Be glad in Jehovah, and rejoice, ye right- tion to God?
eous ; ”
And shout for joy, all ye that are upright I‘:ill:l:t? d;.iA:;’
in heart.

write? Psalm

& heart? V
differ from the fifty-frst? What is its themer [l Coore’ ) het
How does it develop it? What is its keynote? What song did
Where do we find the climax? Is it true? How the Lord say t

would you analyze it? In what ways is pardon
conceived of? What is meant by *‘forgiven,”
“covered,” “imputeth”? Are all three concep-
tions necessary? What is meant by “kept si-
lence”? Does sin operate as the psalmist says
it does? How is pardon obtained? When?
What is the force of “iniquity of my sin"?
What reasons does the psalmist give to show the

David tell us tc

I. THE Favog
Blessed is the

uteth
folly of the impenitent heart. Have the condi Wfth ef";:.a
tions of penitence changed since the psalmist's a shield,
time? Thy tender
2. Salvation from Danger (v. 6-9).—Name Desses hay
the blessings of the forgiven sinner. What is If God be ¢
meant by the figure “floods of great waters"? Rom. 8, 3

IL. THE Provipg

Compare the hymn “Rock of Ages” with verse .
Thou shalt pre

7. Who is the speaker in verse 87 What rea-

sons can you give for your answer? In the time

Psa. 27, 5,
3. Salvation from Sorrow (v. 10, 11)~ Casting al]

What sorts of sorrow come to the sinner from careth for

which “he that trusteth in the Lord” is exempt! He shall pey

Who are “the righteous”? What reason for moved, Pg

exultation have they? What reasons for hu-

mility? What conception of salvation have we

in this psalm? Of man? Of sin? Of God! Psalms 6, 82 (

Is the psalm the utterance of a soul that ha together as the Penif

known God before its sin, or of one that for the 8poken of as having

first time comes to God? Certainly the author
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Questions for Intermediate Scholars,

1. Forgiveness of Sin Sought and Found (v,
1-5).—~Who wrote this psalm? For what pur-
bose was it written? What similarity with
opening verses of Psa. 51 is in verses 1, 29
How is pardon spoken of 7 Wha experience of
the psalmist is described in verses 3,47 What
brought reljef? When was forgiveness realized 7

2. Forgiveness Recommended 1o Others (v,

What
important difference g between men ang the
brutes? What sad consequences follow sin? To
what people does Jjoy always come ?

for Younger Scholass,

What did David do when he saw his sin? He
confessed it,

without him?
What is it in our
Vhat did he next

What did he write first?

Bible? The fifty-first psalm.
write? Psalm 32,
heart?

What song did he sing? (Verse 7,)
the Lord say to him? (Verse 8.)
David tell us to do? (Verse 11.)

SUNDAY ScHoo0L BANNER, 7
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The Condensed Review,
1. What blessing does the thirty-second psalm
That of forgiven sin, 2. On what

The peace of God. 4, When should the soul
When he may be
found. 5, What is the condition imposed on
the praying sinner? Faith in Jesus Christ,
6. What is our GOLDEN TExr? “Blessed iy
he,” ete, e——

The Church Catechism,

46. What are our duties to ourselves? Our
duties to ourselves are to guard the health, tem.
perance, and chastity of the body; to cultivate
the mind in the knowledge of truth ; and to
Preserve the spirit in purity and communion with
God,

1 Corinthians ¢, 19, 20. What? know ye not
that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost
which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are
not your own? For Yo are bought with a price :
therefore glorify God in your body, and in your
8pirit, which are God’s,

THE LESSON OUTLINE,
The Assets of the Christian,

L. THE Favog or Gon,
Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord im.
puteth not iniquity, v, 2,
With favor wilt thou compass him as with
a shield. Psa, 5, 12,
Thy tender mercies and thy loving-kind-
nesses have been ever of old. Psa. 25, ¢,
If God be for us, who can be against us?
Rom. 8, 31.
IL THE Provipent CARE oF Gop,
Thou shalt preserve me from trouble,
In the time of trouble
Psa. 27, 5,
Casting all your care upon him; for he
careth for you, 1 pet, &7,
He shall never suffer the righteous to be
moved. Psa. 55, 22,

v.T
he shall hide me,

III. Tue GUIDANCE oF Gop,
I will guide thee with mine eye. v, 8,
The steps of 4 £ood man are ordered by the
Lord. Pga, 37, 23.
He wil keep the feet of his saints,
1 Sam. 2, 9,
He shall give hjs angels charge over thee,
to keep thee in all thy ways. Pga, 91, 11,
IV. Gop 18 UNFAILING IN His MEeroms,
He that trusteth in the Lord, mercy shall
compass him about, v, 10,
There shall no evil happen to the Jjust.
Prov. 12, 21,
The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly.

2 Pet. 2, 9,
Shall dwell safely, and shall be quiet from
fear of evil. Proy. 1, 33.

EXPLANATORY NOTES,
Psalms 6, 82 (our lesson to-day), 88, 51 (our lesson last Sunday), 102, 130, and 148, are usually grouped

together as the Penitential Psalms,

The first four of these, together with Psalms 89, 40, 41,and 108, are often

8poken of as having sprung from the wrestlings of heart which followed David’s sin with the wifte of Uriah.
Certainly the author of this psalm had committed & defi;

nite sin, which haq brought to him acute suffering ;

RVt T

e

D ncn ot ] :m S———



SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

Letohad ¢ hel

[Oect. 25,

and hisexp , here gsin toallrep and f " The first five
verses narrate the history of his forgiveness. Verses 6 and 7 express humble confidence ia his divine Saviou:.
Verse 10 is a ion of the psalmist’s moral phil hy, and verse 11 is an outburst of prais:.
‘Whether God or the psalmist himself is i ded to be the speaker in verses 8 and 9 is not beyond questior, ;
but their meaning is clarified and intensified when they are taken as Jehovah's word ; and accordingly we
80 interpret them. This psalm shares with twelve others the title of Maschil (Maskil), a word which in its
application to these psalms it is not easy satisfactorily to explain, “That which makes intelligent,”
“That which is intelligent,”” or * That which meditates or ,'" i8 the i ly given 1o
Maskil. 1f we prefer the first definition, we may gather into the word Maskil some such meanings as we
express by the English word Didactic ; or, applying the thought of intelligence to the wisdom that is heay-
enly, we may make the term stand for S8acred Song in general. The second signification given above is ui.
derstood by some scholars to refer to a skillfully constructed song, a reference analogous in part to our ovwn
use of the word sonnet. But a survey of the thirteen sacred compositions to which this term has been ap-
plied (Psalms 82, 42, 44, 45, 52, 53, 54, 55, 74, 78, 88, 89, 142) shows them to be 8o varied in theme and man.
ner as not easily to fall under any distinctive heading. Certainly most of them are not didactic ; they are
not more typically sacred than are the rest of the psalms, their construction does not seem to be exception-
ally skillful, nor are they exceptionally meditative in their treatment of their themes. It has been guessed
by some that they were constructed ling to peculi 1 rules which we are now unable to trace,
Or perhaps these psalms once stood together in a book called the MaskM, which might mean * The Book of
Instruction,” and their “title” in our canonical collection may be nothing more than what the modern
editor would call a “credit.” The English Revisers of 1881 and the Revisers of 1901 follow those who made
King James Version in 1811, and print the word in English letters without translation.

Verses 1, 2. Blessed is he whose transgres-
#ion is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Psalm
1, which describes a righteous man who has not
fallen into sin, and this psalm, which describes
a sinner who has been forgiven, begin with the
same words. In the Hebrew they are an excla-
mation, “Oh, the happiness !” Blessed is the man
unto whom the Lord [“Jehovah"”) imputeth not
iniguity. The three terms for wrong-doing used
in Psalm 51, transgression, sin, and iniquity,
are used here also. “Transgression” is a break-
ing of God’s law; “sin” is moral failure; “in-
iquity” stands for moral perversity; and to each
evil noun is here attached a suitable verb of
blessing. The transgression has been done away
with, as in the beautiful ritual of the temple
the sins of the nation were by symbol placed
on the head of the scapegoat who was compelled
to carry them far into the wilderness, to be
“‘remembered no more;"” sin is covered, put out
of sight; and Jehovah reckons up no longer any
<charge of wrong against the sinner; his evil ac-
count is effaced—so that his equanimity is no
longer disturbed. In whose spirit there is no
guile. Provided the man is thoroughly sincere;
provided he has repented with his whole nature,

3. When I kept silence. Silence concerning
the sin. Bones stand for the whole physical
structure. He wazed old [“wasted away"].
Remorse made him old before his time. His
roaring [“groaning”) all the day long is his un-
avoidable expression of misery. Because of re-
fusal to confess to God or man conscience kept

this sinner, as it keeps every sinner, in mental
agony.

4. Day and night thy hand was heavy upon
me. Pain is often spoken of in the Bible as the
heavy pressure of God’s hand. We are not told
whether the psalmist’s suffering came from ont-
ward distress, or simply from remorse. Wy
moisture is turned into the drought of summer
“My moisture was changed as with the drought
of summer.” Almost every summer in Pales-
tine is a drought. Over wide regions the grass
turns brown and the trees dry up., So does the
human soul wither which has ceased to experi-
ence refreshing showers of grace. Selah. This
term occurs also at the end of verses 5 and 7.
It is not possible to state with precision what
it means, but it is generally believed to be s

“musical direction to the singers or players.

5. I acknowledge my sin unto thee, and mine
iniquity have I not hid [“did I not hide”]. The
word for “hid” here is the same as that trans
lated “covered” in verse 1, and the indication is
that when I ceased to hide my sin God hid it:
when I uncovered it, he covered it. I said, |
will confess my transgression unto the I.ord
[“Jehovah™]; and thou forgavest the iniquity
of my sin. Observe again the trio of phrases:
sin, transgression, and iniquity. The last clause
of this verse is exceedingly strong. God for
gives not merely wrong acts, one by one, but
“the moral perverseness” which causes them.

6. Observe the change ‘n the Revision fron
shall to “let.” By the psalmist's example let
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good people everywhere be encouraged to pray
to God. When? In q time when thou mayest
be found. In the seasons when God shows his
graciousness. But the tone of the entire psalm
shows that the psalmist believed that now is the
accepted time, that Goq is gracious whenever
the sinner repents. “He js nigh unto all them
that call upon him, to all them that call upon
him in truth.” When evil of any sort rushes in
like the floods those who pray shall be preserved,

7. Thow art my hiding place, David, espe-
cially in his early days of adventure, repeatedly
found safety by hiding in a cavern, the cleft of
a rock. The last clause of this verse describes a
warrior on his homeward way, surrounded by
the acclaims and songs of those whom his
prowess has delivered. So, the psalmist implies,
should the life of every saved sinner be a tri-
umphal procession. Each recurring  Sunday
sings a song of gratitude to God for the Chris-
tian’s delivery from the sin of Sabbath-break-
ing; each virtuous utterance and holy silence
sings a song of praise to the power of God over
the tongue; each honest act, each patient en-
durance, each forth-putting of divine power in
human life, adds its voice of gratitude and ex-
altation to Him who has turned the prisoner of
sin into the conqueror of evil,

HOMILETICAL AND

God surely is no respecter of persons, In his
kingdom there js not one law for the rich and
another for the poor. Just as the sun shines
impartially from the heavens as careful of the
modest little flower growing by the wayside as
of the great tree that lifts itself proudly into
the heavens, so the laws of God operate upon
the high and the low, the haughty and the lowly,
the king and the commoner, the prince and the
peasant.  Nor is there any escape from the oper-
ation of those laws, One might as w. 1l try to
gt away from the air that surrounds us, in
which we live and move and have our being, as
to avoid the reach of the mighty laws that are

But he
has.  Or rather the sin itself has informed
against us, for sin js a detective which never lets
up its search until the guilty one is discovered,
The one who lies comes in time to have g lying
face. The open, frank, truthful expression has
gone, and in its stead there is a sly, cunning
look which excites instant suspicion, The one
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8, 9. As we have already noted, some ex-
positors understand these verses to be spoken
in the person of the psalmist himself, but j¢ is
better to understand the words as spoken by
Jehovah, Instead of 7 will guide thee with
mine eye the Revised Version substitutes: I
will counsel thee with mine eye upon thee.”
The horse and the mule have no understanding ;
they are endowed with no human mind or con-
science ; their trappings must be bit and bridle
to hold them in, else they will not come mear
unto thee (Revised Version).  God would
not have us serve him under any restraint;
rather, as is implied, we should guide ourselves
into obedience to his command, Let us pray, in
the words of another psalm, “Unite my heart to
fear thy name.”

10. The Revision substitutes “loving-kind-
ness” for mercy.

11. The righteous are the men and women
whose transgressions haye been forgiven, and
whose sins have been covered, They are up-
right in heart, because God has taken from their
hearts the bias to wrong and given them g bias
to virtue, In the consciousness of forgiven sin
and divine strength given day by day, all such,
trusting in God, should shout for joy, and be
glad in the Lord,

PRACTICAL NOTES.

who cheats, however plausible his tongue and
oily his speech, after a season has the face of a
cheat, and people know it anywhere. We can-
not get away from our sins no matter how we
try. They follow us; they dog our steps; they
shadow us, and eventually lead to our destrue-
tion,

Hence we find David, though a mighty king,
and one of the greatest monarchs of his time,
compelled to face the consequences of his wrong-
doing.

1. There was the stinging reproof of Nathan,
a prophet of God, Fearlessly he exposed
David's wickedness, and under the forms of a
parable led the king to commit himself to such
anger as to pass sentence of death upon the
offender. Then came the terrible words, “Thon
art the man!" How David’s face must haye
crimsoned with shame, or paled with bitter re-
morse as the words of the prophet came upon
him with all their awful significance! 8o fn.
dignant was he under Nathan's parable that he
instantly said, “The one who has done this
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greater sins ourselves! Many a man has bitter
things to say of his neighbors and friends and
will angrily denounce some little weakness or
babit of theirs, and yet that same man will be
infinitely more culpable in the sight of God.
David would have made short work of the man
who had stolen the “one little ewe lamb,” and
yet his own crime was a thousandfold more
hideous and revolting. But some people can
see a mote in another’s eye and not see the
beam in their own.

2. There was David’s own conscience. And
from this there was no possible escape. We may
bribe our fancy, make offerings to our imagina-
tion, bias our judgment, weaken our will,
deaden almost every faculty we possess, but
conscience is remorseless. The poor, guilty
queen whose excited mind saw drops of blood
upon her hand, or the guilty king who imagined
that his crime had a pungent, noxious odor,
that ever filled his nostrils, were both suffering
the pangs of outraged conscience. We may for
the time chloroform the mind and think the
sin has gone forever, but when we wake up the
hideous thing is sitting at our couch like an
officer watching by the bed of a prisoner in a
hospital. Under the remorseless grasp of his
conscience the ruddy, healthy, joyous look de-
parted from David's face; the buoyancy and
vigor of abounding hope and vitality disap-
peared ; his bones waxed old; a dry, consuming
fever came upon him, and even in the night, in-
stead of enjoying sweet, refreshing sleep, he felt
the bitter result of his sin.

And what sin did in David's time sin does
now. How many young men are pale-faced,
weary, wan, without energy or strength or
vitality! How many have lost the fresh, hand-
some look that formerly was such a pleasure to
see! How many are prematurely old, crows’-
feet under their eyes, lines on their foreheads,
ugly marks around their mouths, and with the
signs of age all over them! What a strange
complaint that is of Job—"“Thou writest bitter
things against me. Thou makest me to possess
the sins of my youth.”

8in often looks tempting. The glittering bar,
the gilded saloon, the gaudy theater, the crowded
race track, all suggest more or less of pleasure,
But see the drunkard, see the spendthrift, see
the gambler, see in the end the jailbird or the
ragged tramp. Sin invariably brings punish-

ment to the sinner. Whatever we sow, that we
also reap; only the harvest that we gather is
often a hundredfold larger than the seeds we
80w. + A night of folly may mean a whole life of
regret. A wasted youth may cost us an old

[Oct. 25.

age of poverty. A reckless or even a thought-
less springtime may involve us in a harvest of
degrading sin. David though in a palace and
with thousands of men to do his bidding could
not get away from his own conscience. Nor
can we,

8. There was the suffering upon others. And
there always is. The innocent suffer with the
guilty. How many fathers and mothers are
compelled to bear the punishment of their chil-
dren’s sins! The grief, the shame, the anguish,
the desolation, which have come upon the in-
nocent because of the guilt of others form one
of the deej mysteries of life. But we cannot
possibly do wrong without doing others wrong.
Many a boy bas actually broken his mother's
heart. And she has died years before her time,
be of his w doi Sin is selfish, it is
cruel, it is like a fire in a crowded city which
not only burns down the house where it started,
but consumes the whole bleck on which it stood.
It is like a person drowning who not only
drowns himself but drags down to the depths
the one who attempted to save him.

We see now how David was compelled to face
the consequences of his treachery and cruelty
and dishonor. And it is well to think about
these things. For most of us think too lightly
of sin. We imagine that when we get tired do-
ing wrong and would like to lead a better and
purer life we have only to pray a sort of peni-
tential prayer and God will instantly forgive
us everything and we can start out without a
single charge against us. Of course, God for-
gave David, for God is ever ready to forgive,
but the results of that sin were never blotted
out completely. They couldn't be. And they
came up to torment David in after years. The
frightful family distresses that made his old age
a burden nearly all came from this sin.

But what a contrast there is between the
man in sin and the man in salvation ! Crying
in the night, burning up with fever, all strength
departed, nothing in life worth struggling for—
that is the man in sin. Hidden in peace, pre-
served from trouble, compassed about with songs
of deliverance, shouting for joy—that is the
man in salvation. And from being the one
David has now become the other. What brought
about this wondrous change? The glorious par-
doning grace of God. From being a prisoner in
his cell lying under bitter condemnation, guilty
on his own confession, and with a remorseless
memory of his wrongdoing, David is led out far
beyond the reach of prison walls. The sentence
of d ion has been ch d to that of a
free pardon, and he can look up once more into
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the face of God and say, “Though thou wast
angry with me, thine anger is turned away,”
words which the poet renders :

“My God is reconciled ;

His pardoning voice I hear;
He owns me for his child;

I can no longer fear,”

Prismatic Lights on the Lesson,
JOY OVER FOKGIVENESS,

This joy is threefold. It js an unspeakable
joy (1) to man, (2) to angels, and (3) to God.

In the last lesson it appeared that sin was so
heavy a load that none of the delights of life
or honors of kingship could be enjoyed. In this
lesson health fails (verses 3 and 4), the awful
humiliation of confession to men and to God js
compelled (verse 5), lest terror of a flood of
great waters overflow him (verse ),

All the nine terms of the Bible which express
sin, namely, debts, missing the mark, lawless-
ness, disobedience, transgression, defeat, mental
aberration, hatred of God, and discord of one’s
Own powers, are combined to express the man’s
awful state, There is no relief in silence
(verse 3). The state grew worse, the burden
heavier,

Great as is the burden of sin, the condemna-
tion of men and of God, so great is the deliver-
ance by forgiveness, This joy was, (1) God's
forgiveness through man’s confession (verse 5),
(2) Joy that everyone might be forgiven as
freely as David (verse 6). (3) God is a hiding
place from troubles, with a chorus of angels
making a circle of Jjoy singing songs of deliver-
ance (verse 7). (4) More than joy, God shall
he instructor, teacher, and guide that there be
o more straying into ways of sin (verse 8),
Therefore, (5) be glaa, rejoice, shout for Joy
(verse 11), Shouting over forgiveness is
natural, rational, and biblical,

This joy is so great in every instance that it
spreads through the ranks of angels. More joy
in heaven in the presence of the angels than
over ninety and nine just persons. They see the
relation of a soul to sin and pardon so clearly
and broadly that they rejoice. They have had
an example of sin and no pardon among them-
selves,

This joy is great in God. He has no pleasure
in the death of the wicked. He has provided
for forgiveness at infinite cost, by a travail of
soul. He shall see of the outcome and be satis-
fied. What satisfies God must be blessed indeed.
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Thoughts for Young People,
GOD'S GUIDANCE,

L. Its Gentleness. The first thought that
oceurs to the mind about this strange ang lovely
guidance is its gentleness. God draws us with
a silken cord, The second thought is, how it
honors a man, recognizes within him intellec-
tual and mora) powers which can respond to
such silent government. Notice the wonderful
variety there must be in such guidance, For
the eye has infinite capability of expression, and
speaks all languages, And yet it ig actually
personal. The look of the eye is essentially in-
dividual. It chnmcterixtically loving, for the
eye is the expression of the heart,

2. Its Manner and Method. How will the
guiding come? God has made th great reve-
lations of his will: the Bible; Christ's life ; the
Holy Ghost's teaching. But in each there is
the same underlying principle and central fact,
That principle, that fact, is the mind of God,
The mind of God shining through these things
into a man is God’s eye. It emits God to him,
Faith is the inner eye of man. It is made to
see, and to receive, and to follow truth, The
eye of God and the eye of man must meet,
Prayer clears the vision, Religious study clears
the vision, Contemplation, the very looking into
God's eyes, clears the vision. More light streams
in; and light used makes light again, till it
grows so distinet and bright that the eye of the
man is an actual reflector of the mind of God,

8. Its Results, See how it works, and with
what result. We all know how through the
eye the mind of one man can so pass into the
mind of another man that the two minds be-
come one. So it is between God and us. We
see as God sees, We Judge as God judges, And
the more pious We grow, the greater the as-
similation and the more intuitive our sense of
God’s will becomes about everything. In heaven
we shall be holy, because we shall see him face
to face; that eye of God which lured us at the
beginning, and never left us, has done it all.
[Vaughan.]

Teaching Hints for Intermediate Classes,
PRELIMINARY.

The thirty-second psalm is a fitting sequel to
the fifty-first. In the latter David confesses hig
sin and cries for forgiveness, In the former he
contrasts the results of sin covered and sin con-
fessed. In our consideration of the last lesson
we dwelt more particularly on the need for
confession in order to obtain forgiveness, In
this lesson we should emphasize the results of
the consciousness of forgiven sins,
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SURROUNDINGS.

The teacher as a result of the study of the
Notes should be prepared to ask and, if neces-
sary, to answer the questions suggested in last
week's HINTS in connection with the word
“Psalms.”

APPROACH,

Here is a drama in real life. It is a beautiful
Sabbath afternoon.

Scene One. Two men are sitting in the parlor
of a city home, One of them is bowed with re-
morse and overcome with the consciousness of
his sin. He finds no pleasure in the sunlight.
He takes no comfort from the words of his
friend, who is repeating over and over again
Prov. 28,

Scene Two. The two men are on their knees
in prayer.

Scene Three. The one to whom everything
seemed so dark but a few minutes before arises
with joy in his heart and a glow on his
countenance,

What had caused the change?

LESSON TEXT.

Again we must make a selection, as time will
not permit our considering all the truths in the
psalm. We will select, therefore, the following :

1. Sin Hidden. Some one has said: There
are two kinds of covered sin—sin covered by
the sinner and sin covered by God. The former
always has a resurrection, the latter never has
any resurrection. Unconfessed sin is covered
by the sinner. Confessed sin is covered by God.
Unconfessed sin brings sorrow. Explain the
meaning of verses 3 and 4.

2. Sin Confessed. Review the last lesson.
Recall the story used in the Approach, and
quote Scripture to prove that confession of sin
leads to forgiveness, Have some one read aloud
verse b.

3. Sin Forgiven. Have some one read aloud
verses 1 and 2. Then ask: What is the result
of the forgiveness of sin? When the word
“‘blessedness’ is given explain its meaning.

Ask the pupils to read what they have written
at home, and dwell upon the various truths as
much as time will permit.

MEMORY WORK.
Summarize the foregoing as follows:

SIN.

HIDDEN RESULTS IN 8ORROW,
CONFESSED RFSULTS IN FORGIVENESS,
FORGIVEN RESULTS IN BLESSEDNESS,

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,
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Ask each pupil to memorize this outline, to
print it on their cards at home, and to preserve
it for future reference.

Have the Golden Text repeated until each
one in the class is able to recite it perfectly.
Explain its meaning, and ask all to print on
their cards:

LORD, GIVE ME THE

BLESSEDNESS

OF FORGIVEN SIN.

STUDY IN ADVANCE.
Ask the pupils to write at home a short essay
on Absalom. Review words, Forgiveness,
Blessedness,
Tell the pupils that on next Sunday you will
call for all the review words of this month.

By Way of Illustration.

Verses 1, 2. “Forgiven,” “covered,” “im-
puteth not,” “in whose spirit there is no guile.”
The three expressions of pardon are eloquent in
their variety. The first “forgiven,” which is
literally, “taken away,” likens forgiveness to
the lifting off of a burden, as Bunyan has
pictured in his immortal allegory. The second
expression, “covered,” paints pardon as God's
shrouding the foul thing from his pure eyes so
that his action is no longer determined by its
presence, The third, “imputeth not,” is the
word used for canceling a debt. And then the
crowning act of mercy is in liberating the for-
given spirit from evil. God's kiss sucks the
poison from the wound.—Alezander McLaren.

Verses 3-5. Confession. It is hard to admit
that we have done wrong. How easy to say,
“The woman, the serpent, my temperament, my
circumstances!” Few things more surely re-
veal our self-love and pride than this instinctive
automatic -excuse-making. We thoroughly un-
derstand the lawyer who asks, “And who is my
neighbor?” wishing to “justify himself.” There
is little hope for our growth in virtue unless we
make up our minds frankly to admit the truth
about ourselves. No man can afford to play
ostrich. To acknowledge sin marks an advance
in self-mastery. When we pull up a weed we
leave a clean place for a flower.—Dr. Maltbic
D. Babeock.

A German prince traveling through France
visited the arsenal at Toulon, where the galleys
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were kept. The commandant offered to set at
liberty any slave whom he selected. In con-
versing with the prisoners the prince met with
universal complaints of the injustice of their
confinement, At last he came to one man who
said, “My lord, I have been a wicked, desperate
wretch. 1 have often deserved to be broken
on the wheel, and it is a mercy that I am here,”
The prince procured his release.—Bowes,

Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. When
a man undertakes to repent toward his fellow-

when he repents toward law, it is repenting into
the crocodile’s jaws; when he repents toward
public sentiment, it is throwing himself into
a hedge of thorns ; but when he repents toward
God, he repents toward all love and delicacy,
God receives the soul as the sea the bather,
to return it whiter than he took it.—Beecher,

There is safety in the Father's favor, I was
wakened in the night by my little boy, who
called out with a voice that trembled with fear,
“Father, are you here?” And I answered reas-
suringly, “Yes, my child, T am here.” “And
father,” said the voice, a little steadier now, “js
vour face turned toward me?"  And when I
answered, “Yes, my child,” the little fellow lost
lis fear and quietly fell asleep. To know that
God is here in the night of distress and trouble,
and to know that his face is turned toward us,
are the truths that bring peace to our hearts
and rest to our weariness.—Robert F, Speer.

Verses 8, 9. Guidance, One familiar with
traveling in the Alps gives this direction as the
result of his experience for the benefit of all
who aspire to reach the Alpine summits : “Get
a guide. Get the best guide. Get a guide who
has been wel] tried, When you have found him,
engage him quickly., Trust yourself unreserved-
ly to his guidance, Do exactly what he tells
you; do as he does, stop when he stops, go on
when he goes on.” This is what David tells us
to do.—Dy, Henry van Dyke.

Be not afraid to trust Him utterly. When
You are doubtful as to your course, submit your
Judgment absolutely to the Spirit of God and
ask him to shut against You every gate but the
right one, As you go down the long lane, you
will find that he has preceded you, and locked
many gates which you would fain have entered ;
but you may be sure that beyond these there is
one which he has left unlocked, Open it and
enter, and you will find yourself face to face

with a bend of the river of opportunity, broader
and deeper than anything you had dared to
Launch forth

imagine in your sunniest dreams,
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on it; it conducts to the open sea.—Dr, F, B.
Meyer.,

Verses 10, 11. Be glad in the Lord, David
had a double bodyguard. He was compassed
with songs; he was compassed with mercy.
When one asked Haydn why his church music
was so cheerful he said: I cannot make it
otherwise: I write ag I feel. When I think
upon God my heart is so full of joy that the
notes dance and leap from my pen.”

Forgiveness brings joy. An Arabian slave
had long worn a chain on his ankle, By order
of his master it was removed, and he sprang
aloft and sang. His master asked him why,
since the sun was as hot and his burdens as
heavy as usual, He replied, “Though ten times
as heavy they would seem light now that the
chain is gone."—1'hwing,

HcaﬂTalhonthclMon.

I heard one say that most persons because of
overanxious effort in al] lines of living, society,
business, housekeeplng, study, or what not, live
Jjust below the joy line. In the spiritual life I
am quite sure this is true, Most Christians live
“just below the joy line.” David reached it in
that exultant word, “Blessed is the man whose
transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.
Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord jm-
puteth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is
no guile.” The joy of forgiveness is known best
by one who has realized the pain of sin. I do
not mean to say that this blessedness is realized
only by those who have been great sinners in:
the eyes of men, like drunkards and criminals:
who, thank God, are saved from the depths, But:
I do say that only the soul that has had through
the Holy Spirit a revelation of the “exceeding
sinfulness of sin” can know the deep, full, grate-
ful joy of pardon and cleansing through faith
in Jesus the Saviour,

But the vision of our sin is not the joy line;
it only leads to it. That line is the “light of
the knowledge of God in the face of Jesus
Christ ;” it is to know him as just and righteous,
by no means clearing the guilty, and yet freely
forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin, be-
cause all has been atoned for by the sacrifice of
his dear son, The “joy” of salvation comes by
way of the atonement, Leaving that out of our
faith, we have only broken cisterns that can
hold no water, Why must sin be atoned for he-
fore it can be forgiven? Only God knows why.
The reason lies deep in infinite justice and love &
which finite mind cannot fathom, But because
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sin is real, sin which destroys the soul, God, who
loves us too well to let us die, provides a way
by which sin itself is destroyed, and the soul
stung by the serpent lives. We live on the joy
line when we believe this without reserve. Not
when we proudly say, “I have no sin,” but when
we gratefully say,

“O Love, thou bottomless abyss,

My sins are swallowed up in thee!
Covered is my unrighteousness,

Nor spot of guilt remains on me,
While Jesus’ blood, through earth and skies,
Mercy, free, boundless mercy, cries.”

Not only is that one blessed whose sin is for-
given, but in whose spirit there is no guile. If
every Christian were living on the joy line re-
ligious fads would not delude them as they do.
Christian faith is better than Christian science,
for it is eternal truth, while that is a misleading
lie. But Christians do not live up to their faith.
They do not accept full pardon in Christ, and
they vainly think to find it some other way.
The song of heaven is not “worthy the Christ
who showed us the possibilities of the perfect
man;"” it is, “Worthy the Lamb that was slain.
Unto him that loved us and washed us from
our sins in his own blood, to him be glory and
dominion forever and ever.”

The Teachers’ Meeting.

This lesson, like the last, can best be treated
textually. ...1. The Confession of Sin. 2. The
Joy of Forgiveness. A free conversation on the
relations of these two actions would be very
profitable and suggestive, There is no such joy
without such confession; there can hardly be
such confession without such joy....S1x. Who
has not sinned? How conscience scourged us!
(verse 3.) How we suffered tortures from
which there was no escape! Falsehood ; diso-
bedi ; parents dish ed ; promises broken ;
anger; treachery to our friends, etc. ““The
wages of sin is death.”. .. .Forgiveness, Who
has not been forgiven? Kven unasked, forgive-
ness has come from father and mother and
friend. But has God forgiven? Why not? He
is willing. “There is forgiveness with thee that
thou mayest be feared.” Hear Jesus pray,
“Father, forgive them.”....PEace. Have you
peace? Said Jesus, “Peace I leave with you.”
You could have it, but not in sin, “There is no
peace, saith my God, to the wicked.”

[Oct. 25.
Library References.

In addition to the commentaries mentioned in
the last lesson, much spiritual profit may be de-
rived from Matthew Henry's Commentary, and
also another old and somewhat uncommon book
on the first fifty psalms, written by Rev. David
Caldwell.

Davin's ForGIVENESS.—Krummacher, David,
pages 373-388. Meyer, David, pages 200-207.
Banks, David and His Friends, pages 112-120,
Vincent, Gates into the Psalm Country, pages
109-123,

SERMONS ON THE LESSON.

Verse 1.—McCosh, Gospel Sermons, page 113.
Spurgeon, Sermons, vol. iv, page 58. Verse 5.—
Hamilton, Mount of Olives, ..ge 114. Verse
6.—The Pulpit, London, vol. Ixix, page 133.
Verse T.—Baillie, Heavenly Life, page 297.
Verse 8.—Melville, H., Practical Sermons, part
ii, page 99. Verse 12.—The Pulpit, London,
vol. Ixix, page 153.

Blackboard.

David was as intensely enthusiastic as he was
earnest. When his heart was moved to praise
all his being united to express his gratitude to
God. He had passed through an experience of
deep darkness, brightening into a glorious dawn,
in which he again realized the favor of the One
whom he had offended. The transformation
wrought within is evident in countenance and
speech, and is voiced in songs that proclaim the
victory over sin through the power and good-
ness of the Lord. With as much sincerity and
feeling, if with less exuberance of expression,
may we always enter into the experience of the
forgiven king.

Coloring.—Farp, yellow and light brown;
hearts, black or gray and white; words, red.
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Primary Teachers’ Department,

Primary Notes,

“FAITH LATIMER"” a true lover of the Ilittle
ones, continued her loving ministrations to them
up to the last day of her life. She taught a
primary class for about forty years in the same
school, and though she was shut out from
this happy servioe during the last eight years of
her life, she wrote lesson helps tor teachers un-
til the call to higher service reached her at the
age of seventy-seven years, She “being dead yet
speaketh” to all primary teachers, in the beau-
tiful words below :

“Ir I were required to condense into one word
all the qualifications necessary to teach an in-
fant class, I would say Love. Nor should this
be any mere emotional sentiment, but a deep
and abiding principle which would prompt and
execute every measure relating to the work of
the Primary Department, This principle would
include love to Christ, love for Scripture truth,
love for children; from these as surely as
warmth comes in sunbeams there would follow
love for the work, wherein all these could have
active exercise.”

THE primary teacher who is a real nature
lover has an added qualification for her work.
The child’s interest in nature is almost uni-
versal. How easy it is through this interest to
lead the little mind and heart up to the wise and
good Creator! Have a simple little autumnal
service on one of the October Sundays. Let the
children help to decorate the room with autumn
blossoms and autumn leaves, Sing nature songs,
and endeavor to teach the children something of
“The glory and the gladness” of this beautiful
season when nature is making ready for her
restful winter's sleep.

BIsHOP WARREN says that people in this land
and in other lands too are members of his
“Memory Guild for Learning Best Hymns,”
and that they are of all ages, from ninety-four
years down to little people only four years of
age! Think of the children who are putting
away in their memories these glorious hymns
of faith and hope and love, to stay by them all
their lives long! It is true that the things
stored away in the mind in early crildhood re-

main, and hence we can do a child no better
all in our power to pack the

service than to do

young, fresh mind and heart with the sublime
words of the Holy Scriptures, and with the best
and sweetest of the hymns of the ages.

A Heverur Norice.—I have heard of a Pri-
mary Department which had a notice on the out-
side of the door stating that it was prayer time
within. Those scholars who were late would
not enter the room and disturb the others in
their devotions,

THE OFFERING.—Instead of saying that the
offering is to be taken, repeat some passage of
Scripture relating to giving, letting this stand
for your signal for the offering. '

CALLING.—If teachers would make it a point
to call upon their scholars Sunday afternoons
they would then be able to meet the fathers and
have a chance to do a little mission work with
them, especially since they are seldom at home
when the pastor calls upon week days. There
are no calls I enjoy so well as those I make
upon my scholars Sabbath afternoons,

ASKING QUESTIONS.—It s not enough to
simply talk to the children, The children them.
selves must do some talking, and this through
questions. One has said: “There are a good
many Sunday school teachers who simply are
no more or less than talking machines, They
talk all they know about the Sunday school les-
son at their pupils, They put in the time talk-
ing the lesson. As a result their pupils are no
better, perhaps no worse, for the hour they have
put in listening, Certainly they do not have
their attention aroused, their thoughts quick-
ened, or their minds developed. The true teach-
er forces the attention of his pupils to the
things he desires to teach them by compelling
them through personal pointed questioning to
reply in some form to the truths he wishes them
to understand. In order to make reply the pupil
must think, must consider the question and
form an idea or opinion. Thus is the mind
awakened, aroused, developed, and the interest
and attention of the pupil fastened upon the leg-
son under consideration.”

Personal Contact,
NOTHING can take the place of personal con«
tact. Christ was brought face to face with
those he wished to help. He did not sit in an




office and hire some one to conduct for him his
charitable exercises, but he went about doing
good. He let others know that he did not love
them in a body, but individually.

The teacher should plan to be as much as
possible during the week in the company of her
scholars, to have them at her home, to ask them
to go to certain places with her, and above all
to call upon them. In many families the only
person of refinement who ever calls is the Sun-
day school teacher; and think what an influ-
ence her call will have upon the family.

Our power of personal contact is oge that we
cannot afford to use carelessly.

In Christian work, general work can never
take the place of particular work, and indi-
vidual Christian work is in its influence far be-
yond general work for good along other lines.
Thus Judgé Perkins, of Minnesota, believed,
for he resigned the position of judge that he
might devote himself unreservedly to Sunday
school work in that State. He said in his resig-
nation to the governor, “I am going to engage
in a work in our State which will place its peo-
ple above the need of the administration of
justice,”

Story-telling.
A PRIMARY TEACHER,

I HAVE tried pla. after plan of teaching, and
find that nothing will so interest the children as
the telling of the lesson story in a good old-
fashioned way. How children do love stories
from babyhood up, and where can we find such
stories as in the Bible? Hezekiah Butterworth,
for so many years editor of the Youth's Com-
panion, has said that he considers the story of
Joseph the best story that there is, and cannot
we all agree with him? There was surely no
story which was more treasured by myself in
my childhood days than was this. Dr. Stanley
Hall, who is doubtless the greatest authority on
child study in the world, has said that he con-
siders the stories of the Old Testament the best
for children, Is this not true? Do not many of
the incidents related in the New Testament re-
late to subjects too abstract for the compre-
hension of the child? I look upon the Old
Testament as God’s message to his Church dur-
ing its childhood, during its kindergarten period,
when it was necessary to approach them by
means of objects; and upon the New Testament
as God's message to us in a more advanced
period when we are able to comprehend the ab-
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Hence it is but nat-
ural that the stories of the Old Testament should
interest the children more than those of the New,
and I often fall back upon them in case of

stract lessons it teaches,

emergency.

Wanted—Thread for Primary Class Teachers.
BY JULIA H. JOINSTON,

SOMETHING to string things on, something to
hold cdges together, we need and must have.

It is Henry Drummond, with his happy art
of putting things, who says that what Christian
experience wants is thread-method; that there
is no need for existing dishevelment, and the
remedy is no secret,

Thread in itself is not very valuable, It is
not treasured for its intrinsic worth, In look-
ing at a garment few notice or even think of
the thread that holds it together. Beads strung
upon a silken thread, strong and serviceable,
hide the thread altogether, Yet, without it, not
a strand could be worn or used. There is o
great deal of stitchery, it is true, that makes
thread conspicuous, but it is for ornament, not
use. A comparatively small amount of thread
makes the embroidered robe wearable and usc-
ful.

Method in preparation and in presentation
of the primary lesson is a means to an end. 1f
it is exalted and expanded unduly it becomes
mere ornamentation, But it is absolutely essen-
tial to the completeness of the work we (0.
Some methodical plan of study, some clear and
continuous manner of teaching, some connected-
ness of thought, truth, and illustration, are in-
dispensable. The when, where, why, and how
must be defined in our own minds, or how shall
the children learn them? A few loose ends or
ragged edges or patches of teaching will not
serve the purpose. Can we expect them to
carry home the disordered fragments?

One spool of thread will not suffice for a
household of needle-women, nor for everything
that is to be sewed. As truly must primary
teachers have their own methods, adapting them
to their own needs, to their own classes, and 10
the varying lessons. Thread need not always be
of the same color or texture, but thread we
must.have if we are to put things together (o
stay,

Wanted—Thread. But we need not lack it
long. “Wisdom is profitable to direct,” and let
“the wise-hearted spin” each her own lesson
thread.
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Additional Lessons,
LITTLE HYMN STUDIES,—X,

*1 think, when I read that sweet story of old,
m‘;‘v’vhﬁ: ealled Y{R?e".?{ﬁm".“.'fﬁb. t0 his fold,
1 should like to have been with him ther > 0"

The dear English lady, Mrs., Jemima Luke,
who wrote this charming hymn a long time ago
must have had a rich, sweet heart to be able to
put into words the real thought of a loving
Christian child. *“The sweet story of old” is
dear to the hearts of children to-day, and the
thought that once “Jesus was here among men”
fills young minds with a tender awe and glad-
ness. The “sweet story” is a very old one—
nearlv two thousand years old, and yet it is as
fresh and beautiful as ever, Children love it,
and so do strong men, and often men and
women who have lived to a great age, when
passing over the river of death, whisper little
bits of it softly to themselves, When Jesus was
here he “called little children as lambs to his
fold.” When the disciples wanted to send the
children away, thinking they might tire him, he
said, “Suffer the children to come ;" and another
day he took a child in his arms and told the dis-
ciples they must become like little children,
How sweet it would have been to be with him
then !

T wish that his hands had been placed on my head,

That his arms had been thrown around me,

That T might have seen his kind look when he said,
*Let the little ones come unto me,”

Think how wonderful it was that the holy
human hands that were afterward to be nailed
to the cross wore placed on the head of a
laughing baby! Think of the blessed arms, so
strong and so tender, thrown around a weak
little ehild! You would love to feel those hands
ipon your head, would You not, and to be held
for a blissful moment in those wonderful arms
“that bear creation up”? There is a sweet
Bible verse about God's arms. Here it js:
“Underneath are the everlasting arms.” Onece
a dear little sick girl said to her mamma, “T am
afraid that if the angels come to carry me up to
Jesus they’ll let me fall.” But the everlasting
arms are so strong that they never yet lot any-
one fall. Try to think of the “kind look” on
the face of Jesus when he called little children
to him.  Can you think of Jesus ever looking
cross? The next time you are feeling cross and
impatient, stop and ask, “Did Jesus ever look
2s 1. do?"  Little children who hope to live with
Jesus some day in his happy heaven should
think often of how he looked and lived and
falked when on earth,

*Yet still to his footstool in rayer I ma;
And ask for & share in hig foye- i
And if 1 thus earnestly seek him below,
1 shall see him and Bear him above,”

Do you know what it is to pray? It is very
simple: it ig Jjust talking to our Father in
heaven, and telling him anything we want him
to know, If we want our earthly father to give
us something we 8o and ask him for it, and
when he gives it to ug we thank him and are
glad. That is the way we may do with our
Father in heaven, Sometimes the father in our
home does not give us what we ask for. He
knows it would not be best for us, for he is
wiser than his little children are. Just so our
Father whom Wwe cannot see with these earthly
eyes is too wise and loves us too much to let ug
have all the things we ask him for. But there
is one gift he never yet denied to anyone who
asked—*"a share in his love,” which is far better
than any earthly gift, If we are in earnest in
asking this we shall certainly have it, and it
will make us happy here, and by and by when
We go to the home above and “see him and hear

him” there, we ghall be more glad and happy

than we can now understand, and the gladness
will last forever!

** In that beautiful place hie has gone to prepare,
Forall who are w?mhed and !o?‘glveu; FevpoI
And many dear children are gathering there,
* For of such is the kingdom of heaven,’

Jesus said to his disciples, “I go to prepare a
place for you.” We cannot stay long in this
world, and it ig good to know that our dear
Lord is making a home ready for us in the skies,
The Bible says that no eye has ever seen, or
ear heard, the glorious things God has prepared
for them that love him. This hymn tells for
whom this beautiful home is prepared—*"For
all who are washed and forgiven.” Sin makes
the heart dark and spotted. If we bring our
hearts to Jesus he washes them clean in his own
precious blood, He forgives sin and puts jt
away, “as far as the East is from the West,”
Who can help loving such a good God?

Every now and then a little child goes away
to live in heaven. You know of some who have
gone—perhaps a little brother or sister of your
own has gone there, “Many dear children are
gathering there,” and some day, even while you
are yet a child, you may go too! Jesus wants
to forgive your sins, and make your heart clean,
80 that whether you live here or over there vou
may belong to his kingdom and be his child,

Do you ask how this may be? Be earnest in
trying to please him in all your ways,
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finternational MBible Lessons.
FOURTH QUARTER,

LESSON L (October 4.

DAVID BRINGS UP THE ARK. 2 Sam,
6 1-12.

GoLpEN TEXT: “Blessed are they that dwell in
thy house.” Psa. 84, 4.

Primary Notes.

BY JULIA H. JOHNSTON,

Approach. Did you ever
see a book of history?
History is studied at
school. It is the story
of things done in the
past, and of people who
have lived and gone.
You may not study his-
tory in school now, but
you can study it here, and the best kind, too.
We have this quarter the history of two kings,
David and his son Solomon, and what they did.
We are to learn from these lessons about these
men what we ought to do. Things to do are
sometimes called duties, They are easy to do
if we love the one we do them for, Anyhow,
hard or easy, we ought to do right things.

To help us to remember what we ought to do,
we will make a Memory Roll, and put on it each
week one of these things, as we learn the les-
sons. This roll may be simply made by taking
a long strip of flexible cardboard, fastening it
together, after slipping through a long slit in a
thicker piece of cardboard, or a thin piece of
board, hung up, or putting it over a little
roller, so that each week it can be pulled down
and the lesson thought written on it. A bottle
of ink and a little brush may be kept for this,
It is always more impressive when scholars see
the lettering done. Encourage, even to the
point of insistence, the making and keeping of
such a roll (in diminutive) at home, and put-
ting down the lesson thought each Sunday after
Sunday school. If scholars carry home the
thought in memory some older one will write it
down. At beginning of quarter propose that
these rolls be made and used and brought back
on review day, some little mark of approval
being given (not a prize, but an encouragement )
to those who bring theirs filled out.

Lesson Story. First, there is the ark. What
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was it? Why so precious? What did it con-
tain? Where was it, that David should bring
it up to Jerusalem? Tell briefly how, many
years before, in a great battle, the Philistines
had taken the ark, but, after being punished
for it, brought it back to the country and it
was left in a place called Baale, in Judah's part
of the land. It belonged in Jerusalem, and now
after David was made king it was his wish to
bring it back to the city.

David’s Way. 1t was right to bring back the
ark, but there is a right and a wrong way, often,
to do a good thing, David thought thirty thou-
sand men, a new cart and strong oxen, would bLe
honor enough. He ought to have remembered,
or found out, the rules God had given for carry-
ing the holy ark. It meant God's presence
among them. No one was tb touch it as if it
were a common thing. Tell the story of Uzzal,
truly but briefly. It was in love that God sent
the punishment to Uzzah and David, to teach
them all how careful they must be to honor
him. The lesson is a solemn one. We ought
to show in God's house that we feel it to be holy
because God is there.

The Ark with Obed-edom. Make vivid this
beautiful incident. God blessed this home Ly
keeping the family in health and peace and mak-
ing them “strong for service,” we are told in
another place,

God’'s Way. Tell how, three months after-
ward, the ark was carefully borne on men's
shoulders by the long rods, as God said it should
be carried, and brought to the city with joy.
It was doing the right thing in the right way,

Memory Thought (for the roll): Take Jesus
Home. Draw on blackboard open doors, in-
viting to enter. We ought to be happy to take
Jesus into our heart, and treat him with love
and honor, as the Jews were to have the ark

brought home, because that meant, in a very
special way, “God with us.” Will you ask Jesus
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into yeur heart and home, in the right way,
which is the loving, obedient way? How will
you treat him to-day?

Thought for Teachers, We can hardly re-
mind ourselves too often of the need of precept
and example in the matter of reverence for
God, his house, his word, There is often sad
need to 1 home teachi 8 in this re-
spect.  Couple this lesson with the sweet and
loving sense of Jesus's presence always,

LESSON IL (October 11.)

GOD’S COVENANT WITH DAVID. 2 Sam,
7. 4-16,

GOLDEN TEXT: “Thy throne shall be established
forever.” 2 Sam. 7. 16.

Primary Notes,

Approach. There was
once a boy named George
who found a good friend
in a man who gave him
work for a little while,
But the man had to go
away to another place to
live. George had been
very faithful, and had
even been able to help his master once or twice
when he needed some one to 8o for the doctor in
a great hurry., This man gave his card to
George when he left town, and said to him:
“Now, George, if ever you need a friend, or any
special help, send this card to me and I'll do
what T can for you. I give you that promise,
and here is the card to show for it, If I get
this card it will be a sign that you need me,
and it will remind me of my promise. I'll keep
my word if you send me the card.”

This George promised to do. Mr. Gray and
George each made a promise, you see. Such a
promise is called, sometimes, a covenant. It is
an agreement or plan between two as to what
each will do. In time George did send the card,
and Mr. Gray gave the promised help.

Our lesson to-day is about

God's Covenant. With whom? Why? For
love’s sake, What message came first? A word
about building the temple which David had in
his heart to do. Who brought the message?
The prophet Nathan, Why did David long to
build a beautiful house for God's service? For
love's sake. He did not wish to live in a house
of cedar, all of beautiful wood, while God’s holy
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ark had only a tent: about it. Was God pleased
with David's wish? What did God say about
‘)nvid as a shepherd boy? The Lord himself
was with him, as he now brought to David’s
mind, when he was following the sheep. It was
God who kept and cared for him and made him
king. Now God sent Nathan with his promise,
It makes a difference who makes the promise,
Has God ever broken his? 1Is he able and will-
ing both? Some men are willing but not able,
some able but not willing. Some are willing or
able at one time but not at another. Is God
like this? Does God ever change? Had David
80od reason to trust him? Did he trust?

The Promise, “Thy throne shall be estab-
lished forever,” (Drill.)  This means that
David’s children on and on, after David was
gone, would keep the throne, Solomon his son
should come first. God promised to allow Solo-
mon to build the temple which, for good rea-
sons, David was not to build, though he longed
to do it. God would be Solomon’s Father, a
good Father, punishing him when he sinned,
but always loving and merciful, This was
God’s part of the covenant. David's part was
to love, trust, and obey,

Memory Roll: Take God at His Word, Did
David do this? If God was worth trusting
ought nat his servant to trust, and to act as if
he did? Had David any better reason than we?
If your teacher says, “If you will study hard I

will let you out an hour earlier,” how do you z

show that you believe her? By studying hard,
of course, If your father has always given you
five cents for some work you do for him and
promises it to you again, why do you think he
will give it? He always has. How do you
show that you trust in him? You do the work,
Take Jesus at his word and do as he says,

Thought for Teachers, Teach just one truth,
but, if need be, present and illustrate in vari-
Ous ways. One may try two or three hamruers

A ° o Ll I e

R e



SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,.

to drive in a nail, but “it is the nail, not the
hammer, he must drive in.” * The lesson, not the
illustration, is to be driven in,

»

LESSON IIL (October 18.)
DAVID’S CONFESSION. Psa. 51. §-17.

GoLpEN TEXT: “Create in me a clean heart, O
God.” Psa. 51. 10,

Primary Notes.

Approach. A little girl
named Annie was dressed
in her best white frock
to go out with her
mother. “Be careful of
your dress, Annie,” said
mother, “and don’t spoil
it before we go. I must
get ready now. You can
stay in the library till I come.”

Annie sat down by the library table. The ink
and pens were there, and plenty of white paper.
Annie had been told not to touch the ink, but
she said to herself, “I'll be careful, and mother
won’t mind.,” So she began to mark with the
pen. She dipped it as deep in the ink as she
could, and covered the holder too. Pretty soon
she heard a noise. She was frightened for fear
some one would come in. If she had not been
doing wrong would she have minded that? But
she gave a little jump and the pen full of ink
fell on her white dress and made some dreadful
spots. Poor Annie began to cry. “0, I must
wash it off,”” she said, and hurried away to get
water—but not to mother’s room. O no! She
went by herself and washed and washed away,
but the black spots would not come out. She
thought if she could only get them out no one
need know, but there they stayed. Mother
called “Annie,” but Annie ran and hid in a
corner. She could not bear to tell what she
had done. But the dear mother kept calling,
and Annie felt sorrier and sorrier, till at last
she ran to her and showed the spots and told
what she had done, and said: “I'm so sorry., O,
please forgive me, and I'll never do so again,
But my dress is all spoiled,” she said,

Mother was grieved, but she forgave the little
girl who said “I'm sorry,” and then she put a
queer-looking powder on the spots and they
came out. Annie could not do this, and not till
she said “I'm sorry,” and showed the stains, did
mother take them out.

We have a lesson to-day about

David’s Sin and Sorrow. Tell very reverently
and tenderly how David, though God's child,
broke his commands, tenth and sixth. To covet
is to wish for what God has not given, and 1o
try to get it in a wrong way. God loved sinning
David, and sent Nathan to tell him a little story
which made him see his sin and feel sorry for it,
Then he confessed, told it out, said he was
sorry, asked forgiveness, prayed for a clean
heart, and promised to do better, all in the
psalm of song we have as a lesson,

Turn the thought at once in practical and
positive directions. Draw out childish concep-
tions of sin. Teach that it begins in the heart,
The great cause of wrongdoing is too little love
in the heart. Aim to teach what sin is, against
whom, how to confess it, and the fact that it
grieves our loving Father is the chief cause {or
sorrow. Draw a straight line and show that
lines drawn under it, curving ever so little, can-
not be called straight, Then they are crooked,
What is not right is wrong. What is wrong
ought to be made right. God alone can set us
right. He only can take away the stain. When
will he do this? Teach Golden Text reverently
as a prayer. Emphasize “clean” heart.

Memory Roll: Be Sorry for Sin and Say So,
This is our duty, or the thing we have to (o,
whether it is easy or not. It is right, and God
will help us to do it. We must not try to hide
sin, but tell it out to our Father, and be so
sorry that we shall do so no more, or at least
keep on trying to do right, asking for help.

Thought for Teachers. Test the matter and
find how many scholars will say that God does
not love naughty children. Alas for the preva-
lence of this belief! Correct it. Teach God's
tender longing over the naughty ones so that
his love will make them sorry and draw them to
confess and forsake the wrong. Teach that no
sin is small, since it is against God, and what

we call “little” leads to something larger. Teach
positively the way to keep sin out is to bave
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the heart filled with what is good. KEven this
hard lesson is “the children’s bread,” but “break

it fine” for the little ones,

LESSON IV. (October 25.)
DAVID'S JOY OVER FORGIVENESS,
Psa, 32,

GOLDEN TEXT: “Blessed is he whose transgres-
sion is forgiven, whose sin is covered.” Psa.
32. 1.

Primary Notes,

Approach. Two boys
were standing on the sea-
shore looking at the
O] waves as they came dash-
ing up on the sand, Out
on a point of land beyond
them was part of a
wrecked ship that had
been swept up there by
“I don’t like to see that
It makes me feel SOrry, some-
“If ships could be unhappy,
thing would be sorry, I'm

ROIUER

the winds and wavyes,
thing over there,
how,” said Will,
that poor broken
sure,”

One day when the

boys went again to the
shore Richard cried

out, “The old wreck ig
gone, Will. You know what a big wind we had
last night. It must have been swept off into the
sea.  You'll never see it again. It has gone
down to the bottom, It is all covered up.”
“I'm so glad of it,” said Will.

Now there was really no harm in that broken
ship. It was only sorry-looking and made Will
sorry to look at it. But there are things that
are really both sad and bad, and one cannot be
truly happy until they are all covered up from
sight as the water covered that broken ship,
As Will could not cover that wreck, so it is
impossible for us to cover what troubles us,
There is One who can, What is the worst thing
in the world? What ought to trouble us most?
Sin. No one can be happy if he has a heart full
of sin instead of love, and no one can be happy
while his sin is not forgiven, but is always be-
fore him, always with him, Our God has prom-
ised to take away sin for Jesus’ sake and cover
it all up. He says he will cast it into the deep
waters of the sea, which means that he will
cover it up so that we cannot see it. He will
only do this when we are sorry enough to say so
and to give up the sin,

743

To-day's story is really a song of joy over
sin that has been covered,

David's Joy, Review last lesson,
connected with this,
Joy. What is joy? What brings it? Contrast
the unhappiness of the one carrying about sin,
knowing he has done wrong, afraid of being
found out, afraid to see the dearest Friend, and
the joy of having this load taken away, How
does one feel when a heavy burden is loosed ?

Impress the lesson in four parts. David had
no peace while he “kept silence” and tried to
hide his own sin, but at last he confessed it,
Then sin was covered, Teach GoLpeN- Texr,
Then came great joy' then God's promise to
lead. How can one be led unless he is willing
to go? Use illustration of the horse (verse 9)
that must be held in with bridle, made to g0,
and the child that looks up to the father's face
and obeys the glance of the eye, so glad to go
for love's dear sake,

Suppose we put the lesson in a square, like
this, to help us remember :

SIN COVERED.

80 closely

ASK GOD TO
FORGIVE.

SIN CONFESSED.
‘AOP LV3YD

GOD LEADING.

Memory Roll: Ask God to Forgive, This les-
son is built around something for us to do, you
understand. It is all for that, We will write
the thing to do, that belongs on our Memory
Roll, in the middle of the lesson square,

Now we are ready to learn the little hymn
verse for closing each lesson—a prayer at the
end of it. (Tune, “What a Friend We Have
in Jesus.”)

God is love and God is merey,
Ready to forgive and bless ;

Watching daily o’er his children,
Full of grace and tenderness,

O, how glad to love and please him
All his little ones should be;

Help us, Lord, to learn this lesson,
May we trust and follow thee,

Thought for Teachers, A test in a class of
primary teachers showed that scarce one re-
membered a specific lesson received in infancy,
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but all remembered some hymn. Then sing
truth and petition into child hearts early.

——
e

Jesus’s Commands.,
I'M going tc have my two little hands
Help me remember the Saviour's commands ;
There are 1, 2, 8, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10,
The first that were sent to the children of men.

Then there's “Pray without ceasing,” and
“Come unto Me,"”

And “Love one another as I have loved thee;"

There's “Let your light shine,” and “Remember
the poor,”

“Be patient, forgiving, be holy and pure.”

“Let no man deceive you;"” the Bible is true;

These words were all written for me and for
you,

Dear Jesus, may these little hands never be
Used in a way that’s displeasing to thee;
And never be wearied with labors of love,
Until we have rest and reward up above.—Sel,

Whisper Songs for October,

FIRST LESSON,
Lorp, in thy household
Give me a part,
And while I serve thee
Dwell in my heart.

SECOND LESSON,
Baviour and Master,
Over thy name,
Btands thy great promise,
Ever the same.

THIRD LESSON,
Holy and righteous
Saviour from sin,
Give me thy Spirit,
Cleanse me within.

FOURTH LESSON,
Blessed, O Blessed,
rd, let me be,
8aved from all evil,
Hidden in thee |

Order f Service
FOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT,
Fourth Quarter.
CONCERT RECITATION.

“All things bright and beautiful,
All creatures great and small,
All things wise and wonderful,
The Lord has made them all.”
SINGING,
“Jesus, where'er thy people meet,
There they behold thy mercy seat;
Where'er they seek thee, thou art found,
And every place is hallowed ground.”
Teacher. Jesus called a little child unto him,
Class. “Whoso shall receive one such little
child in my name, receiveth me,”
T. Blessed are they that dwell in thy house,
0. They will be still praising thee.
PrAISE Song. “Praise him, praise him,” sug-
gested,
ApDITIONAL LEssoN. (Five minutes.)
SINGING. “I think, when I read that sweet
story of old.” (Two stanzas.)
WHISPER PRAYER.
“Dear Saviour, as in days of old
Thou didst thy little one enfold
Within thy loving arm,
So wilt thou take this heart of mine,
And keep it ever truly thine,
Secure from sin and harr.”

PRAYER, by teacher, followed by the Lord's
Prayer.
SiNaGING, “Yet still to his footstool in prayer |
may go.” (Two stanzas.)
GIVING SERVICE.
Teacher. What did Jesus say about giving?
Class. “Freely ye have received ; freely give."
T. Who gives us all our good things?
C. God, our loving heavenly Father,
T. What should we bring with our gifts?
C. True love and obedience.
OFFERING MARCH AND PRAYER.
“Bless, dear Lord, the offerings
Which we come to lay
At thy feet, rejoicing,
On this holy day.”

Tue LessoN TAveHT,

EcHO PRAYER.

BRIEF RECALL OF LESSON TEACHING.
BENEDICTION.

The Lord bless thee, and keep thee: the Lord
make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious
unto thee: the Lord lift up his countenance
upon thee, and give thee peace. Amen,

gett

appi
we |

desi
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You should biy your SUNDAY
SCHOOL LIBRARY BOOKS from

The Book Room

1.—We carry the largest stock of suitable books
in Canada, and can give you the widest choice,

2.—Every book is approved.  You run no risk in
getting unsuitable books,

3.—We send consignments of well-chosen books on
approval, allowing you to make your own selection, and
we pay the return freight on the books not kept.

4.—Our prices are the lowest, and we give, if
desired, reasonable time for Payment.

Write for our Special Catalogue

of 3000 Books, and Discounts

Now is the time to replenish the library. Get an
early start, and be ready for the reading season.

Our Catalogue sent free upon application. Write
to-day.

WILLIAM BRIGGS

Methodist Book and Publishing House

29-33 Richmond St. West, TORONTO. ONT.
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i Matthew Henry’s Commentary

ON THE ENTIRE BIBLE |
Tllustrated Edition with an Introductory Essay by the Rev. John Stoughton.

6 Royal Octavo Volumes, 4,306 Pages, 100 Illustrations
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The Greatest Bible Commentary

A ‘ FOR LAYMEN, STUDENTS, TEACHERS, PREACHERS
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{ LTHOUGH many Bible C ries have enriched the fleld of Bible literature during
i the past two centuries Matthew Henry's has always been accorded the first place. That

. it combines more points of advantage than any other work of the kind is the opinion of
Jjudicious theologians everywhere. It possesses a clear and convenient arrangement, re; p
able spirituality and purity. It is packed with concise, i
comprehensive,
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OUR SPECIAL OFFER

Send us $1.50 and promise to send us $1.00 a month for six months, making a complete pay-
) ment of $7.50, and we will send to your address at once a set of this incomparable work,
Freight to be paid by purchaser. Al
The regular price of this six volume set in the United States is $18.00, s0 that the value of f
P l» ourspecial offer will be apparent at once to all readers, \
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READ WHAT IS SAID ABOUT THE WORK

“Thereis nothing to be compared with Matthew Henry's Commentary for pungent and
tical appli and hings of the text."—The Sunday School Times.

/ *“For clear, evangelical, spiritual and practical Biblical exposition, there has been nothing
- b better than this old standard."—Bishop John H. Vincent.

“Matthew Henry's Ci will prove, in all ages to come, to be a perfect mine of ,‘
gold for all laymen."—R. S. MacArthur, D.D.

“For those who desire a , pitny, t, uplifting y
on the Bible, nothing is better than Matthew Henry."—Geo. Dana Boardmann, D.D. )

3 / Now that this valuable and important work is offered at a low price and on most favorable
Lk terms, it should speedily find its way into the library of our Laymen, Sunday School Superin-
( dents and Teach and all Bible stud

Accept our offer to-day. Send us your name nnii address with $1.50 first remittance, and
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SUPERINTENDENTS

A WORD ABOUT
THE LIBRARY

DO YOU FIND IT DIFFICULT TO RAISE FUNDS
FOR YOUR SCHOOL LIBRARY?

IF YOU DO, WRITE US. WE HAVE A PLAN THAT
WILL HELP YOU.

IT'S SIMPLE AND IF CARRIED OUT WILL GIVE
SPLENDID RESULTS.

WRITE TO-DAY

LIBRARY o
BOOKS... Half Price!

YOU know books become soiled and marred from handling, and yet are just as good as
bright new copies. We have on hand just now quite a variety of this <ort, an desire

to clear them out at once, to make room for other stock. We do not make a list of this

stock ; it is too varied, and not enough of any one volume. The assortment is good —

EVERY BOOK APPROVED

We will make you up a selection and send it on :‘rpmvnl. if rou are in the market for
a bargaiu ; books that we sell right along at one-third off, in this lot at

FIFTY OFF

Just send a catalogue of what you have in the library now, say wlutdgmda of readers
you want books for, and how much you wan, to spend, and we will send on approval a
carefully chosen and well assorted selection of these books.

Remember, the discount is FIFTY PER CENT. and that the books are sent ON
AFPROVAL,

As the best books will be picked up first, we advise you to send an early order.

WILLIAM BRIGGS
'WESLEY BUILDINGS . - - TORONTO
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