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"THE HOUSES OF THE KWAKIUTL INDIANS,” BRITISH C9LUMBIA~ :

BY .DR. FRANZ BOAS. .. . T

-

No. 130414 of the Cfltalowne of the Ethnolomcal bollectlons of the
,U., S. National Museum is a- model of a house from Fort Rupert,
British Columbia (Fig. 1). Though the model is very rough it is of con-
siderable interest, as it shows the carved posts which are characteristic
of these houses and as the figures in it represent one of the winter
dances m which masked men make their appealance.

© Fies L. Model of 2 Kwakiutl house, Fort . Rapert, B. C. 130414.

In the follo“ ving pwes I shall describe the plau of the lndlan house,
.and the meaning of" the posts according to observations made in British
Columbia, 1886-87. . The model is a plain wooden house with a gable
roof, oneside of which is moveable on hin ges, thus allowing the student
to look into the interior. The door is covered .with a curtaiu, and
windows admit the light. The pieces of wood forming the walls of the :
house are nailed to a frame. This arraurremeut Aloés not eorrespond to
the real arrangement of the Indian house, as wﬂl be seen by the follow-

*In the present paper the alphabet of the Burean’ of Lthnolowv lxg.s been adopted .
The vowels are pronounced as.in Itaha.n, the cansoug_ntb as-in Lnahuh with the
followmnr exceptions. a.nrl additions: . i .

¢ ==o in power. ) . le= th in'thin,

< =sh in shoe. . - - t1 = an explosive sound produced by lay-
q = ch in German bach. . ! ing the back of the tongie against the
¥ = ch in German ich. - | palateand préssi ng forth the air on both.
1 sldf,s of the ton«ue ;

i
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m a square, the sides of which are fronx

The door (D) is generally in the center

o6 of which runs from the front to the.

o

FiG. 2. Ground plan of Kwakiut] house.

Fic. 3. Construction of Kwalkiutl house. Front elgvation.
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of the side nearest the sea, which forms the fron

Kwakiutl and their neighbors for
40 to 60 feet long (Figs. 2, 3, 4).

latter has a gdble roof, the ;icl

Tear.

s, which are fastened to a frame-work

The walls consist of board
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~ of poles. The sides of the door are formed by two posts (4) from 6 to

8 inches in diameter and standmg about 4 feet apart. Over the door
they are connected by a cross-bar (B, Fig. 3). Sometimes this frame-work
of the door cousistsof heavy planks. The frame-work of the house front

—is _,_nn-_.--_____”g :
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Fi6. 4. Construction 6i' Kwal{iutl house. Longimdinal section, from ¢ to d.

consists of two or thrée vertl;cal poles (C), about 3 inches in diameter,
" on each side of the door. 'L‘hey are from 8 to. 10 feet apart.. ‘Their
" length diminisbes toward thefsldes of the house according to the inclina-

“tion of the roof. = These poles are connected by long cross-bars (E), which
are tied to their outer side with ropes of cedar bark at half the distance
between the roof and the g oun(l The frame-work of the rear part is
similar to that of the front,‘but that of the sides is far stronger, as it
has to support the roof. T y0 heavy posts (F) about 9 inches in diame-
ter are erected.  Their heads are cut out and a beam of the same
diameter is laid over them. ’ At the joints it is cut out so as to fit into
the heads of the posts. On Eoth sides of the door and in the correspond-
ing part of the rear side, about 3 feet distant from the central line of
the honse, the supports of ' the roof (U) are erected. These form the

principal part of’ the frame- ork, and are the. ﬁrst to be made when the .

house is built. They stand hbout 3 feet from the walls inside the house
‘These uprights are about 1& feet in diameter and are generally con-

nected by a cross-piece (G) of the same dlameter On each side of the -

cross-piece rests aheavy beam (H ) which runs from the front to the rear
-of the bouse.

‘ &
* Sometimes these beams fu'e supported bv addltxonal uprmoh (0,

which stand near the center of the house. The rafters (R) are laid over
these heavy timbers and the beams for ming the tops of the sides. They

- are about 8 inches in diaweter. Light. poles about 3 inches thick are
laid across thie rafters.. They rest against the vertical poles (C)in the '

front and rear of the house, and are fastened to the rafters with ropes

made-of cedar bark. After the heavy frame-work whicl supports the
central part of the roof is erected a bank about 3 feet in height is raised -
all aronnd the outlines of the house, its outer sid¢ coinciding with the

lines where the walls are to be erected. Long, heavy boards 4 or 5

inches thick are implanted lengthwise along the froilt- of the house, their -

-
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"~ steps are cut.
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upper edges standing 23 or 3 feet above the ground. Then the earth
_forming the bank is stamped against them, and thus a platform is made:
" running along the front of the liouse. Later on this is continued all

around the ouse. The frame-work of the front is the next to be erected, .
the poles (C) standing in the earth forming the platform. The upper . .

- edges of the front Loards which were implanted into-the ground are

" grooved, and in this groove the boards forming the front wall stand.

. They are tied or nailed to the cross-bar (E) and to the foremost rafter,

which is connected with the frame-work of the front. The next thing to
v be done is to make the rear wall and the sides.: The former exactly cor-

. Tesponds to the front, the door only being wanting. The boards forming
the side walls are implanted into the ground, standing vertically, their
upper ends being tied to the beam forming the top of the frame-work.

The platform running along the inner sides of tlie walls is finished by’
stamping the earth against the side walls. The roof consists of a pecu-
liar kind of boards, which run from the gable to the sides of the house
and rest on the beams (F).. They lap on their edges like Chinese tiles. - -

This arrangement has the effect that the rain runs from the roof without

" penetrating into the house. The house front is generally finislied by

cutting the boards off along the roof and Ly finishing them off with a
molding. Three blocks are placed in frontof the door, forming sgfps

_{T) that lead to the platform. . Three steps of the same kind lead from -

the platform to the floor of the house. The board forming -the inner
” side of the platform slopes slightly.inward. The house bas no smoke
escape, but several of the boards forming’ the roof can be pushed aside.
During the night. these openings are closed, but in. the morning one

board over Q\"ery fire-place is pushed aside by means of a long pole. As
it is necessary to look after the roof from time to time, a stationary lad- -

© der is leaned againSt the side of thie honse. It consists of one-half of
the trunk of ‘a tree or of a heavy, board, into the upper side of which

Fie. 5. Carved seitee in a house at Qumta’spé (Hope Island).

‘The house is inhabited by four families, who oecupy the four corners,

and each of whom has a fire-place of its own. The corners belonging’

to each family are divided off from “the main room by a rough frame-
work of poles, the top of which is used for drying fish or other sorts of
. fovd. Iun thevillages at the northern éund of Vancouver Island a pecul-

jar Kind of frame is used for this purpose, while farther south poles are™
. I N .
/ . . . .
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'_',feet‘, is abou® 7 feet long and 4 feet deep, and its sides slope slightly

Lo

the heavy beams (H) rest on the uprights (U), the cross-piece (G) bging

1aid across the frame-work. On each side of the fire stands the immense

* are laid along the foot of the rear and front platform and on the side of

~do. Sometimes these rooms are enlarged by adding a low extension to

©
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settee (Fig. 5)*, which is large enough for the whole family. It has-no
backward, so as to form a convenient support for the back. Boards

the fire opposite the settee. The arrangement is sometimes made a
little different, the settee being wanting, orin some instances standing
on the rear side. This depends.on the arrangement of the bedrooms
(L): These bedrooms have the form of small houses which are built on._
the platform running around the house. Most of -these bedrooms have
gable roofs, and their fronts are finished off with moldings. The section
of ¢d (Fig. 4) ¢xplains the arrangement better than any description can

the Louse, the floor ¢I‘ which is elevated as high as. the platform. In
the center of such rooms there is a small fire-place. The plans of the
houses of the separate gentes show slight differences. Imsome instanees

* 5
T
i

e
g

B16. 5.—)7iew of the rear partof a house in Qumta’spé.

wanting (Fig. 6); in other instances there is only a -single timber (H)

" resting on the center of the cross-piece (G). Certain large houses that. - T
* The figures are from sketches by the author. \ . - a

e
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belong to the greatest clnef ave a number of steps or platforms, num- )
bering from 2 to 4, instead of a single platform of the house described
here. . These steps either run all around the house, giving, it somewhat

. the appearance of an amphitheater, or are confined to the rear sidet In

traditions houses are mentioned with ten steps. Each house has its
name, as will be seen from the view of the village of Qumta’spe, on °
Plate XXXvI11, in whu,h the names of four houses are givén. In front

" of the village the Okuiua’tle bxghb is seen, bounded by the narrow poiut -
_Tla’sotay on which the natives grow some potatoes on a small inclosure.

Behind this point the hills of Galiano. Island, Kaqaqtla’ and We’qocoa,
are seen which are frequently mentioned in the legends of these tribes. -
The island is divided from Hope Island Dy the Strait of Oqsé’. .

. The houses generally face the beach and are built in a row. (See
Pldte xxxvirL) In frontof the town there is a street, which is carefully
leveled, the low er side being supported by an embankment of heavy-.
logs. From here steps lead down to the beach, where the canoes are

lying. Opposite to the houses, on the sea side of the street, there are , -
_platforms, on which the Indians pass'most of their time, gambhng and
- conversing. The platform rests on a frame-work of poles and on the

embankment of the street, s shown in Fig. a, Plate XXXVIIL
- Among the tribes’ speaking the Heiltsuk dialect and among the Bil* -
‘qula the same kind of house is in use, with slight deviations. Thehouse
rests on piles in the same way as the platform of the Kwakiutl does,
only thé rear part restmrr on the.ground. It may be, however,that the
character of the ground accéounts for this method of building wherever -

© it is applied, as it is difficult tolevel a-slope of steep grade, and in such
cases it will De more convenient to support the house by piles. The

same style of house is used from Cowmox, on Vancouver Island, to Dean
Inlet. -Farther. north the Haida house, which, although similar, has
some peculiarities of its own, is found, while 1‘4rther south the immeénse

‘long houses of the Salisb’ coast tribes are used. But to return to the
Kwakiutl iduse: The uprights are always carved dccording to thecrest -

of the gens of the Louse-owner. In the model they represent men”
standing on the heads”of ammals (Figs. 7, 8, 9). Before discussing ~
these carved posts a few remarks of a general character will be made.
The tribes of the northwest coast of America areall divided into gentes."
But while among the n()rthem peoples, the Tlingit, Haida, Tsimshian,
and Heiltsuk, the child belon gs to ‘the mother’s gens, it belongs to that
of the father among the Kwakiutl and Salish. AIll these tribes claim
1o be autochthonous :Aecording to thelr traditions the angestorof each

_gens descended from lieaven, in most cases -in shape of a bird, and be-
‘came a inan. Thecrest he adoptul hmts at certam explml:s that he has’
made.
.. Ishall give a few chdractenstlc tra(htlons that show the connection |
" between the carvings in the house, the masks, etc., w1th the legends '
referrmﬂ to the ancestors of the gemes .




PLATE XXXVIill.

Proceedings U. S. National Museum, Vol. XI, 1888.—Boas.
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(1) Walasnomd’yois=the great \Torﬁ()’v[ois (a gens of the Kwakiutl).
Walasnomd'yois descended from the sun to the earth and bailt a house

in Tb.m’qm (Fort Rupert). His son was Om’aqta/latlé. The latter saw

‘many seals and sea-otters on the island Ja‘msiqtle (Shell Island). As

he had no boat he took a log of driftwood instead, went to the island

Fi6s. 7, 8. Carved nprwhts m(the Kwakmtl ‘house, 130414,

and k111ed many seals and sew—otter: On his return to Tsa’qis he gave:

a feast and gave away numerous otter skins and many ‘boses of seal
oil. Then_ he went to Gyoky (= house, a place about 3 miles -east of
Fort Rupért) and ascended the river that dlscharges its waters there.
Near the sources of this river he met a man b3 the name of Ma.’kakyu,
who gave him'a boat. Then Om’aqta’latle wandered’eastward and in

the country of the Ma’maléléyala hé met with Mawatsilegala, who was of

the Tsawat’@noy tribe. He went with him to his house and tegk Haw-

‘ atsﬂeﬂ&la] daughter, H‘mq‘[ola’t]eme‘ld, for his wife. - His father-in-law - -

gave him the emblems of his geus and after his return to the Mwakiutl
country Ow’aqta‘latlé built a new house in Ky’a’ya, the posts and beams

of which he carved according to the emblems he had received in the 4

land of the ‘Tsawat'gnox. The two uprlghts in the front part of the:
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house represent two men: Y& yent’exa (somethmrr talkmg msn:le) and
Waweqemtl (the orator). The uprights in the rear of the house also
represent men: Leqe’lagsta(the braggart) and
“Hasagawd/sui (attempting to talk louder than
anybody clse). The uprights in front of
the hoiise support the beams thdt represent
the Sisintl (a double- .

beaded snake), while
“those in the rear of
the louse are con-
nected bya cross-piece °
‘representing a Sisiutl
(or wolf?), upon which
the Leams rest. The -\
hitiges of the house - \
~-door are at its upper - _ )
edge. Itisvery heavy Fie. 11 s}‘,nmu‘k :
and crushes every bad - V
nran who attetpts to enter the house. Hla
‘ dancmfr mask was called Olikyen, and repre-
sented a wolf; the dance ‘in which it is used is
. -called Wfﬂas aqa’'k (aomethmg great comm"
= from above).
" When the house was ﬁmshe.l Om’dqté’iatle-'
gave a great feast, and the beams and uprights -
- ofliis Liouse began to move. The Sisiutl played
" with their tongues. The men began to talk
" and f6ld the Sisiutl to kill all euemles of their
S master.

Fi6. 9. Carved upright in the (2) Sentlag: (4 gens of the Tlamtsxs, Nimkie, -

Kwakiutl house, 130414, L,
\’m[oalto‘[,andK\vaLxutl) :

) Sentlae, the sun, descended from beaven in shape of a bird and was -

-transformed into a man. He built-a house.in ‘Yiy'a/‘men. Thence he

- - wandered to yyomoks and married a woman of that tribe. He vmted'

the Tlauitsis, Nimkie, and l\a’qoartog, and married a woman of each of
these tribes. At last he came to Thks1’wae, in the country of the Kwak-
iutl, and built a house in yp’aioq. -There he remained. He took a wife -
among the Kwakiutl, and they had a son who was called TS}[tSd’lm ’
On bis house front a sun is pa‘nted on_ each side of the door. The

. uprights represent men carrying suns. Thelr name is Lela/t’otpes and -

- they were slaves of Sentlaé. The cross-bars counecting the uprights
are also men, the beams sea-lions. Three steps lead up to the door.
They represent men whose names are Tlé'nonis. The heraldic column
of the gens, called Sentle’qem is shown in Fig. 10. ' It represents a series
of ‘coppers, one standing upon the other! On.top of the coppers there ‘
is a man extendiug his arm as though he were talking. His hame is
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La‘qt’stpes (sing. of Lela’qt’otpes = he who gwes presents to strangers.
only). The top of -the column .is. the -
Tlé"selaqgmﬂ a mask representing the
" sun surrounded by wooden rays. . Inthe
i dan_ce Tsa’eya they use the sun mask (Fig,
11); .in the dance Ya‘uiga the dog mask
- Ku'logsa. This name is said to mearn the
sun shining red through the mist.
- A simpler form of the column of this - -
gens may be seen in Fig. 12, where, as in
thelast case, the facé of the sun isfastened
to the top of a pole.

(3) Ku#’qakila (asubdivision of the gens
Omeatlof the tribe Tlatlasigoala). Omeatl,
theraven, had adaughter, Ha’/taga. Once

- upon atime Hi'taya ate sea eggs that she

‘had caught, although her father-had for--

- bidden bher to do so. In his anger he
ordered all the inbabitant§ of .the village

e to remove and desert her. The poor girl,
when left all alone, made a fish-basket of

cedar twigs and tried to catch fish on the

beach. Omne day she found a young man

. * in the basket, the son of yfomd’yoa, the
~ spirit of the sea, who brought her a huge
whale and became hex husband. By him
she had ason, Kué'qakila.” The boy used
to paddle about in bis_boat, and on one - -
occasion e fonud the head of a whale that |
'Wa'sf/eamu by the raven. - He took it into _
the boat,=and then ke discovered that he
b&d/iound the Sisiutl. The fish began to

" move. his fins, and thus" propelled the
bo it. Later - on Ixue’q.xklla descended
mto , the -sea to bLis father, yjomosyoa. .
Four days- he remained, there and left .

W1é¢1 many gifts. - But when he returned

~ he found that he had been four years in
Jomoyoa’s house. Among the gifts he
had received was the leraldic column,
whick is since that time used by that
‘gens’ (Fig. 13}y Tlie lowest figure- rep-
‘resents the/Tsond’ j0a. On top of it is
a Bektc ‘with a  split skall . (=man,- &
spirit -of the sea with long hair), stand-

“in . . ¥1c. 10. Heraldic column Sgntlé'qém
g on his head ‘the next ﬁgure is- an of tho Gens Sgatlas; Alett Bay.

.
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- other Bekue. On top of it a wolf is standing whoée fore paws are in

the mouths of two human heads. ' On top of the wolf sits a beaver, and
the uppermost figure is the halibut. The two boards bearing .the
Enghsh mscrlptlons were naiied to the house by a white trader. But I

' should advise future explorers not to

- “chief”), as he is the ‘greatest liar’ on
ithe whole coast. Formerly the Sisiutl
was painted on the front of the house,
.butat the request of the Indlan agent,

. Mr. Cheap, whose proper name is [0-
mena’kulu, whitewashed it,and unfortu-

this action he was appointed constable
and presented with an old uniform and
a flag. It was made his special duty
to prevent dances and feasts, and since
that time he dances in this ‘uniform and
withtheflag. Tfound the characteristic
« ‘Sisiutl on a settee in his house (Fig. 5).
Fic. 12, Gables of houses at Alert Bay. Part of the rear of ‘this house i is shown

i in Fig. 6. “The upright that holds the

' ~cen.ral beam in 1ts mouth représents the sea lion.

{4) Nomase'nqilis (a gens of the Tlatlasiyoala).
Nomasa’uqdls descended from heaven and ‘bnilt a house. On his her-

aldic column were two eagles that watched kis house. He had three’

children—a blind daugther, Aikya‘oeya; a son, Tleq3a"hklla and a

~ daughter, Nagnaisilad’yoa.

One day Alkya'oevla wanted to go to Yaqama’hs (Hope Iqland) to
pick berries. . A slave accompanied her in her boat, and when after a
long time they had not yet arrived in Yagama'lis, thouffh it was only a
short way off, she asked, “Where are we?. We ought to be in Yaga-

mlis by this time.” The &lave answered, I do not know. I do not

see Yagama/lis, nor do I see the eagles on the post beforle‘you‘r house.”
They sailed a long time without seeing land. At last an island loomed
up on the horizon, and in coming nearer they saw a town. There lived

- Tla'yoakila (i. e.; with copper’ plates).. When he saw the boat he in- -

v1ted the trav elers to enter his house, and he took Alkya’oeqa for his
wife.

Nomase'nqilis, however, mourned his daughter as though she were K
‘dead. His heart was very sad, and he threw the post of his house into
the sea. The tide carried it to Yaqamd’hs, where N omase’nqilis bmlta{

new house.
© Aikya‘oeya had two children, Tla’qoaklla, and Tl&’sutewahs. One
day she left them playmcr near the ﬁre while she went to the beach to

trust the man ‘Cheap’ (a corruption of -

"nately I could only see a few faint traces
of the painting. In consideration ,of
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 get clams. "The children in playing about fell upon the feet of their
grandmother. At last she got angry and said, “Now,don’t bother me.
I do not even know where your mother comes from.” The little ones
felt unhappy, and when their mother returned they asked, * Mother,
where is your home? Grandmother says she does not know where you
came from.” The mother replied, “I went with' a slave in my boat.
' For many days we drifted to and fro and at last we reached thls coun-

-

FIE TS ONE, OF Th HERT) 7 T
F ALLTRIBES I THISIE
\WHITE. MAN CANYET IN|

} ’ Fi6. 13. Kué’qakxla. s heraldm column at anta’sqé

try.”? ¢ QOh, make us happy.” c¢ried the chlldren, “let us go and see our
grandfather.” Then she told them that he was a ‘mighty chief. Their
father gave them his copper boat, which he filled with copper plates,
and Aiyya‘oeya said to them before parting, ‘“Before you come to my
home you will hear the eagles cry on our post.” They started, and after
along journey they heard the eagles on the. post, and now they knew
that they were near Nomase'nqilis’s house. They gave him the copper
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plates, and all the people admired their copper boat, the copper pad-
dles, and the copper bailer. They staid for some time with the old
_ man, but then they returned home. Their grandfather gave them
costly skins and blankets before they Teft.

Later on yjanikila (v. infra).transformed Nomase/nqilis into a stone.
Tleqyélikila, Nomase'nqilis’s son, emigrated at that ‘time to Quspalis, -
_ where he.built a new house. HIS son was Tsé&’selaso, who had three

sons, O’maligsté, Wa'lasyoa, aund - Ky a‘lyamistal.

O’maligsté was angry withi -the toads that croaked

every morning in the woods. He ordered them to be

silent,and sinee that time they do not croak any more.

Kya/lyamistal carved a human figure.out of cedar, to

whom he gave life by pointing with his finger toward

it. He gave him the nanie W -tsiysta. A statue .
: representmg the man stands in the house (Fig. 6) by

the side of the bed-room,-but has uunfortunately been
" omitted by the dmughtbman

I can not give the numerous. traditions eonnected

" with these houses, bvt shall describe the emblems of a
few other gentes. The uprights in the rear of the
bouse of the gens Lalagsint’aio of the Ku#'tela tribe
represent cach a Tsond'yoa standing on the head of

a bear that holds the Tsond'yoa’s feet, The latter

carry the beams. In the front of the house the beams.

rest on a cross-bar representing a sea-lion. Theup-
rights snpportmg the latter are seals holding the sea-

lionin their mouths. T

The gens Tsingyaio of the same tribe has a house
_with several platforms and a post-with two ea“les on
its top standing in fiont of the house.. _
Tlie house front (see Plate XXXr1x) and the uprwht

(Fig. 1) belong to the gens Kya/loyayams, the moon..

The central figure is the moon; the men in the cénter

of the circles representing Kya‘loyagamé himself..

The gens derives its origin from this man, who is said.

to have descended from heaven. On the sides of the

' . door are two grizzly bears tliat another auncestor of
in%§$?;£§§f;%2§?:§, the house-owner obtained from a Na’yoartoy chief. -
oo and TG The upright consists of two figures. The lower one
" is a female Tsono’ soa-holding a child between her legs; the upperone -
isthe moon (Fig. 14). Fig,-15 shows another house front in Qumnta’spe
(Hope Isl'md) The owner beloqgs to another geus in the traditions of
which the thunder-bird Kunkunqulikya plays a great part. Heis- squat-
ting over the door. To the right and to the left of the door we see
another representation of Kya/loyayjamé, to whose gens the mother of
" the owner belonged. Figs. 16 and 17 are from the house of yalaite, a
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© PLATE XXXIX. ~

PAINTING ON FRONT OF HOUSE OF THE GENS KYA’LOYAYAME, OF THE TLATLASIMOALA TRIBE, AT QUMTASPE, HOPE ISLAND. (Page 208.)
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chief of the Nagomkilis, who belongs to the yanikila gens. yanikila

is ““the great transformer” of all these tribes, He is the son of the deity,

‘and descended from Lieaven in the shape of an cagle. (yyanikila means

“lie with spreadout wings.”) - Therefore the gens has an eagle for its
emblem. The man on whom the eagle rests is Bebekumlisila, one of the
figures ‘that yfanikila put up in his house: I was unable tolearn the
meaning of the other upright (Fig. 17). The nameé of the kneeling man
on it is Silai’oqa. The upper, being was deseribed as @ the same as a

~ bear,” but it is evidently a-sea animal.

In the model No. 130414 of the catalo"ue of the National Muscum the

men who cairy tbe beams (Figs. 7, 8, 9) represent the siaves of une of -

the ancestors of the gens. The open.mouth indicates that they speak
for the chief, as it is considered leneath a chief’s dignity to speak to
the common people. The figure carrying the beam on its left should-
er is standing on a bear’s head (Fig. 18). The animal, by which the

other ﬁfrure in the rear of the house is.supported, is probably the wolf

(Fig. 7). The meaning of the figure that is inclosed in the unnght is

usknown to me (Fig. 9). I bhave seen the same figure in the village of

the Tlatlasiyoala, at Qumta/spé (on Hope Island), could not learn

,anything aboutit. Neither can I say with any certainty t \ws

the house belongs, as there is no painting on the frount.

From these remarks it will be clear that every single carving in the
houses of these tribes has some connection with the traditions of the
gentes. The Indians of the present time n_1a1\evanous combinations. of

the emblems of the. gentes of both parents of the house-owner, aud this -
is the reason for the great variety of forms. Besides this, legendsre- -
" ferring to certain ancestors-are illustrated in the emblems, and thus it
.happens that seemingly the ancient stylea are not strictly adhered to.

It remains to explain several of the ﬁourea frequently occurring .in

these carviugs. Oue of the most frequent carvings is the slave of the
" chief who'is ‘talking to the people. - We saw him on the uprights of the

model, on the post of Sentlag (Figs. 7, 10), and i Fig. 18 he is standing

on the gable of a house.. The omitted stdtue in Fig. 6 and Fig. 19 be- ‘

long to a similav- class; the latter represents a mau by the name of

-Ki&sjio, who hLolds a wolf in his hands. The back of the wolf’s tail

~shows a-human face. The hind legs of the wolf are seen under the legs *-
of a man who sits on an auimal, the meaning of which 1 do not know, ‘
~as the head is half buried in the ground, but probably it represents a

bear. These two figures are hollowed out in the back, so that a man

-can stand behind them and speak through their open mouth, which aets

as a speaking tube. . The men represent slaves of an ancestor, and when
the chief is speaking througl the mouth at certain festlvals lt is 'sap-
posed that the slave is.speaking.

In many,of the figures we see the tamous copper plates (tla’yoa), one
‘of which is seen between Figs.7 and 8. They are found painted on the .
* breasts of the men in the model, they form the lower part of the postof -
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Sentlag, and the same figure is on the body of Flg 18. ‘These plates

are highly valued, and every tribe has another tradition referring to -
~their fabulous origin. One of these traditions has been told above. - The .
~ plates are made of na.twe copper, which is found by the Tlingit on the

upper Yukon: -Each plz)}b bas its own name. It is kept in a separate
bouse into which women are not allowed to enter. They are clothed

and fed regularly. The value of a plate becomes the larger the more

frequently it has been given away as a present. The T-shaped stronger

~part is considered the more valuable. If a chief has been offended he .
‘breaks a copper and gives the parts away. Then hi§ adversary. has to
do the same, or else a stain of dishonor w ould rest upon him. Most of -

the coppers are graved-and painted so as to show one of tlie numerous

* emblems of these tribes. The lower field of the uppermost copper on

Sentla@’s post (Fig. 10) shows four starfish; the upper one the head of
the wolf. In the upper field of ‘the second copper is the bear, while in
the lower one there are four starfish. 1n the lower ones nothing hut an
eye and mouth can be distinguished; but it is evident that they are
intended to represent the sawe.thing as the second copper.

FIG 15. House front in Qumta’spé.

Another figure that is of frequent occurrence is the Tsond’yoa. Itis

the lowest figure in the post (Figs. 13, 14). Beside this the Tsond’s0a

- appears in the form of masks, rattles, etc., in numerous carvings,  This
‘being is known to the Qatloltq, Who evxdeut]y borrowed the tradition

from the Kwakiutl, to all tribes of Kwakiutl lineage and to the Bilqula.
The latter call it Snen#’iy. One of the principal legends of the Tson-

0'y0a is- that she—fof it is generally a woman—came with a basket on .

her back mto the VIIIages and put all the chﬂdren into it. Then a little
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Fic8. 16, 17. Uprights in the house of the Gens Manikila in Qumta‘spa.
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- girl cut a slit in thé bottom of the basket and thus all escaped I was.
‘told that this is the meaning of Fig. 14. The huge eye-holes are' charac-
teristic of Tsond’yoa, and, in case it is a woman, her enormons breasts, -

On the house front (Flg 15) we find the
thunder-bird, He.is an important.figure
in many traditions and therefore appears '
in numerous combinations. The house

Cy front (P1. xv) shows how Kunkunqulikya
. , tried to lift the whale. The legend says

' * ~that he had stolen the son of the rdven,
who, in order to recover him, carved a

“whale out of a huge cedar that he cov-

ered with a coating of gum. Then he let

F16.18. A Chiel's slave talking Fi6. 19. Statue in a house at )
to the people.  Alert Bay; about . Qumt4'spé (Hope Island) ; about !
i

4 high, - o 7 high. \

“all kinds of animals go into the whale, and they went to the land of "
the thunder-bird. Whenthe bird saw the whale he sent out his youngest.
son to cateh it.. He was unable to lift it. Hestuck to the gum and the
animals killed hun In this way the whole family was slaughtered.

The samedesmn isfound onahousefront in Nuqalky. The Bilqula, who'
live there, have the same tales of the thunder-bird ; they call it Saiotl.
Another figure that is frequently represented in the carvings of these .
tribes is the Sisint]; the fabulous double-headed snake that can adopt -
. the shape of any fish.. The traditions referring to this being are partic-
.« ularly important among the yauitein and their neighbors, but all tribes
. from Puget Sound to Dean Inlet have traditions referring to it. '
A " I mentioned above that the style of houses discussed here does not
extend farther south than Comox, on Vancouver Island. The tribe that
lives there, the Catlolt, belong to the Coast Salish, but they have inter-
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married with a tribe.of Kﬁ'ak_iutl lineage and thus ddopted‘ many of the
mythical figures of tlie latter. Their own characteristic design (Fig. 21)

Fic. 20. Post in a house at Fic. 21. Base of Fig. 20
Comox, showing Qa’'eqos. enlarged. Qi eqoe.

 is the Qa’eqoé, a bird-like being that descended {from' heayen and be

. came the ancestor of the . atlolt..
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