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The Farmer Question

{Contributions under this heading

not necessarily endorsed.-—Edit.)

HE history of the Socialist
movement in Canada has been
chequered wit! discussion on the
standing of the farmen Whethe
he can be considered a worker and a
subject for Socialist propaganda, or
whether he must be considered as a
capitalist whose interests are dia
metrically opposed to the working

class; has been, in this country, a

question of some importance; owing
to the large number of farmers.

It is my purpose to briefly review
this discussion and point out the re
lative upinil)ll. of
the different

ward

It has
“that the

employer of labor for the purpose of

importance, in my
arguiments brought for
heen writer

asserted by one

farmer is a capitalist, an
obtaining surplus value or profit, and
consequently that he should be “‘let
alone,”’ that
waste time and money on those whose

workers should not

interests force them to oppose any
change in the social struecture. Let
us see, first, whether there is any

truth in this
I do not think I need use up much

space on the above argument. For
those who have” lived on the farms,
or have seen how the farmers live

and work; ‘““behold,”’ ““look at them'’
will be sufficient to show that there

are the rich farmers, poor farmers
and ‘‘comfortably fixed'' farmers,
but that the great majority are toil-

ing slaves. It is to these that T am
writing.

In all sections of industry
individual skill
fort is a factor, there are those who
are exceptionally well-fitted for their
work, and who forge ahead of their
with

where

and competitive ef

competitors, it is however, not
individuals that we are dealing, but
with aggregattons.

I think I am within bounds
1 say that the majority of those who
til) the soil aré® receiving, skili for
skill, no more than the wage-workers
This being the case, the farmer, as
one of the cogs in the wheels of pro-
duection, must be reckoned with when
a change in the order is
hrought about. Iis state of mind is
therefore of importance to the wage-
workers in the factories, the mills,
mines and workshops.

We come now to a more serious
part of our task, viz.—what is the
cause of the poverty of the farmer,
one argument is; that he is a mar-
ginal producer; that is, that
by using out-of-date machinery, or
methods, or by not farming a
enough tract of land, or by not rais-
the kind of
suited to

when

social

either

large

farm produce that

land he

ihu

is most the uses,

and is on the

he is wasting his labor,
margin of production.
It is that all
gell at their value, farm produce in
eluded, so the only explanation pos-
sible, is that the farmer is a mar-
ginal producer. But
to the question, how can the average
farmer be on the margin? The aver-

asserted commodities

h(‘ re we ocome

age is the centre, therefore it can
not be the margin. Marginal pro-
ducers can not possibly be average
producers.

But it must be borne in mind, that
just as one farm may yield a greater

amount of produce for equal labor
than another, so one country may
yield a greater amount of produce

than another for equal labor, also it
borne in mind that though
a tract of land may not be as suit-
able as another for one kind of pro-

must be

duce, it may be more suitable for
another kind. A

The farmer mneeds no help to de-
cide what crops are the most suit-
able for the land he is working, he
is an expert in that line. His ex-
perience and interests force him to
raise the crops that he can raise in
competition with other growers, still
there are undoubtedly individuals
who are marginal producers and

there may be groups of farmers who

can not avoid being marfinal pro

ducers, because of location and qual-
the land they the

raising of wheat and oats (and these

ity ol work. In

are the staple crops of Western Can-
ada) I think I may assert with safety

that Canada can compete with other
countries. If she can do this it is
proof that the average Canadian
farmer is not a marginal, but an

-
average producer.
I would
out that the value of a commodity is

here like to again point
determined, not by the cheapest met
hod of production but by the average
method, T want it to be thoroughly
understood that the value of any-
thing is found, when supply and de-
mand are equal, by taking the whole
mass of commodities of one kind, and
the used in
this mass, and dividing the labor by
the number of commodities. To make
a simple illustration; suppose in any
particular year there is 1000 million
bushels of the

there is

whole labor producing

wheat raised, and in

production of this amount

expended, including time spent in
making machinery that is used up,
twine, ete., 1000 million hours, then

each bushel of wheat would be worth
one hour, and if each hour produced
one the average, in the
gold mining and refining industries,
then bushel of wheat
worth dollar. (The figures are
used merely for illustration.)

The fact that tractors can be used
to a limited extent in farmineg, and
that an exceptionally large tract of
land can be formed so as to produce
wheat say, at a low labor cost
not lower the value of the wheat to
a greater extent than the proportion
of the world’s supply that is pro-
duced by ,that method.

For example, suppose of

sumed

110”.‘”‘, on

one would be

one

d(\(“Q

the as-
for
950

world’s wheat

1000

bushels is

supply of

one year, million bushels
million raised on small

and

} ours

'ms. with little but horsepower

1ts average cost is 950 million

wr one hour per bushel: and suppose
the other 50 million bushels \re
raised on large farms with improved
methods, ete., and its cost 1is ‘ut
lown to 25 million hours or one-half
hour per bushel; then the value

the whole of the world supply would

e, 950 million bushels at one hour

per bushel, 950 million hours; 50 mil-
lion bushels at one-half hour per
bushel, 25 million hours; total 1000

million bushels valued at 975 million
hours, or decimal 975 of one hour for
each bushel. Taking our former

figures with regard to geld as an

example we have 97 1-2¢ per bushel
as . the value of the 1000 million
bushels. Though one part was.raised
by a more expensive method tham the
other, the social exchange value is
thie average cost in labor time, and
then that cost reckoned by the uni-
versal measure of value; gold

Though I run the risk of boring

some of my readers by my reitera-

tion, 1t seems necessary to
that the value of a commodity is de-
termined not by the cheapest method
of production but by the
The faet that

individual could produce the world’s

average

method sSome clever

supply of, wheat say, at a fraction
of the present cost, does not alter the
man
and it is
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fact that wheat is produced by
under existing conditions,
the cost
that determines its
someone
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\'ullh',
the
have another
regard to value,
be forgotten. It
that [ said
the value of a commodity is deter-
mined bydividing the whole of the
expended, by the number of
the commodities on which that labor
is expended when supply and demand
are equal.

We all know that some producers
expend more than the average amount
of labor on a commodity, and some
Some farmers may be forced
to expend more labor than the aver-
age, by reason of having more stone
or brush on their land than the
being farther from a
For many reasons some
farmers may not be using their time
and eneygy to the best advantage,
and so, as society will declare arbit-
trarily, will be wasting their labor.

I am sure there are wany students
who understand the
above, to whom it has not occurred,
that just as the individual may
waste his labor, so the whole of the
producers of a given commodity may
waste their labor, not
are producing ‘‘unscientifically’”’

thinks, cost
we
with

not

which
must will be

remembered above, that

lnlu»l'

less

average, or
market, ete.

of economics

because they
but
because they are producing what so-
ciety does not need; too much; and

society can only afford to use up,
store and waste this excess of com-

modities if it them at a
lowered price.

When a commodity is over-pro-
duced, declares arbitrarily,
through the law of supply and de-
mand, that the producers
their
that they have over-produced, so we

lowered

can get

society
have beer
wasting labor to tl extent
have lowered price; and this
price is an expression of a lowered
value; but only in a broad sense. So
the value of farm produce is so

normal conditions that

are poverty-striken

low, ‘Hld&“,‘

he farmers
is not because they are marginal pro-
ducers but
producers.
True instances of marginal pr

because they are

]

large up-to-date concerns. These con-
are themselves able to
supply the market without the
man

Here we have a very different pro-
position to the farmer. The large

cerns

concerns can easily supply the whole
) “ the commodities needed, and so
their method the value. The
small man is not a necessity, what
he supplies is like a drop in a thou-
sand gallons But the ccufluuLia{ has
different where
small The
great bulk of farm produce is pro-
duced on the small
The large
farms are hardly out of the experi-

setls

a very proposition

the farmer is concerned.

small farwms,
farmer 1s a necessity.
mental stage, and the tractor, so far
as Iy and observation
goes, is seldom used except for break-

experience

ing and threshing. On farms of 640
acres where an engine is owned, I
have seen the ploughing done by
horses. Why? Because it could be
done cheaper. The horses have teo
be kept anyway as the engine will

The traction

farm is an imperfeet

not de all their work.

$ 1
engine

on the
materially

produce.
bt
from broad observation and enquiry,
[ befieve that it is

machine, its does not

the

use

f farm

affect value of

This is a sweeping statement,
correct

If then it is correet that the farm-

er's poverty is due to over-produe-
tion, why does he not produce less
supply, and the price rise to value
and allow demand to ecatch up to

under the condiiion of an_equal sup-

ply and demand? The answer, in
my opinion, is simple. There has
heen, and still is, an over-supply of
labor-power on the world’s market.

Part of this over-supply has flowed

into the farming industry (carrying

along with it the ideology of the
wage-worker, namely a ‘“‘living-
wage,”’) this has eaused a chronic
over-supply of farm produce, and a

reduction of price to a point where
society can stomach all the produece,
and the average farmer can get a liv-
ing for himself and family, and an
average rate of interest on the money
invested in means of produection,
(horses, farm buildings, machinery,
tools, ete Whoever is the real owner
of these things, gets the interest or

profit.

During the war, and since, when
supply and demand became equal,
and then theve became an actual
shortage of farm produce of many

‘equitable’’
value under equal supply

kinds, the price rose to

value, or

and demand, and then wouald have
risen above to a considerable extent
had not the government: stepped in
and eliminated competition at the

‘““‘demand end.”” Should
domination continue, for a few

a fall in the price of farm produce

capitalist

years,

to the pre-war level or nearly so, is
opinion an absolute certainty
I have been as
dealt

in my
Now

brief as

fellow farmer,

possible, T have

not

with the ‘‘collector’’ and his ‘‘sins,

v the grade mixer. If vou have

grasped the theory I have tried to

briefly (“\Y\u'l‘(l vou “i"_ bhe ;;1\‘.\ to

assign to gentlemen their rela-

am afraid T am

these
tive importance. I

ing up too much

space as 1t 18

editor will allow me a

ut hope our

more vet

We farmers are not ecalled upon
to be the prime movers in changing
this system for one more suited to
the development of *he race For
that task we eare not wall suited

Our mode of life and work, does not

weld us together. and foree us to bhe

ageressive in this matter. To the
wage-workers, the proletariat. be-
longs the work of inangurating a

new order of society. for that task
(Continued On Page 3.)




——— e

THE INDICATOR

PAGE THREE

THE FARMER QUESTION.
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3ated for our P;|]1|w equaliv wat - 1 4 Ol ey i ) hiel ot
sated : ’ ¢ )¢ 11 vl 014 ertain. The RN t ense that ould pro b aix
other worker, no matter whether : l 4 ha ‘ pended \nd s0 Fien
s e aIvidug prod e 1OT'¢ h 1~ e ( han Vi ( S8 1°Y i
nature rewards our labor with a ; : : : ¢ . o 1 | ne ppropriated to
IS0 1¢ { ( ) { ISTer1¢ N s | L { { @ (3¢
lavish or a stingy hand ; ’ ‘ whose membe i1
- BT 0 « Soc1atio ( aing ) ' ) il
Read and \'H«(l.\ Ieliow armer, o, the T ith 1 goats ‘ o ond b Ly o . | \ erehanged 1l
don’t let the fact that you have to £41¢ 1 ‘ ) E ‘ ! edistribution ceased
hire help to get in your seed, or 1« b ihosekded bianean teh | Be b butter Al oians . (1o and ( i itimatel | nd
. { . hind 0on 3 - 1 P ’ 1 :
t‘.'.‘t\“ ol .x‘.‘w{- ‘-\..])' TOY { A | - derived I then their 1“’.1'\, \ . b : ) y o 1] N Hen LSO
4 g tedl ) )
are charged more than you mg you ‘ " e g the rels . f ittle 3 1 celf Prece  of ined
Shulu’n] iug warp your vg".‘u';‘ ent nd .1 . ¢ ] ) | p 1 M | g :
. 10118 ) ¢ ( { ) erd |
make you a ftrartor to your ass, o BREEERY Fisttal + ; 5 gl
talist Wages, (the p]‘i(‘f' of :abor- bk he s oD B3 1 P I a |
= 4 i de i y d ‘I" = s ¢ ¢ i patriareha 0
. are set Dby ‘~1.:-[|_~ and : ndividu: property But so also | T ) i ! ( ) O
just as the priece of \y otper - o { ’ ne plece |
S 71 were ‘4 1 i1 1 |
"""""“"1”.\' 15 set Whe mel Vers humai ace as a hole, but the pain : ~ : d it ‘ childre ' i
DD "
plentiiu in 1913, T h: ct good yV D¢ essened 11 a the 11ssues ol ¢ i 4 ) atisty ti and
: 1 - . " - . . 11
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I never oy a farmer paj more the producing ass -‘.!ld then 0tk . el ‘ :
; had $4 : . he a6 R Y i ; ) . ,
e s : X gy 10 1he 1ask Dbeiore them and the desire of man to secure for him :
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( ne ¢ 1Ch S€ Iren’s children, a system that is alive, 234 her offsvrine
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a00T-power (inough all want ¢ " healthy and vigorous. Shall we be ' e
as thex ay et but ar economile o - S & shildre .. 5
aw e 01 e the ou on of a y- " ‘ g
The ecapitalist system is the ecause giern that for thei ell-being. that P : '
of a ur troubles Systems, s necessarv fo their erv existence? :
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Philosophy and Current Events
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SATURDAY OCTOBER 15, 1919
HE stee orker trike in ti
copy for the pre Plot conspira
C1eN bhombs tharehist red propa
ganda, Bolshevisr R
A CAPTAIN R-Revolution Every
OF thing that would sat
INDUSTRY  isfy the esthetic tast
01 M lllu', o who it
a morbid delight in being terrified
i e Crrenus sald  a low
brow student of human nature. and
skin 'em alive, while you are doing
it, no doubt was implied. Like Presi
dent Wilson, most of us have single
track minds, being unable to think

exhaustively
giving it
N|l|)‘|1-4‘l, the

threatens to d
fundamentals «
hod of |vr|ulllr'1
suggestion of

of unknown e¢h
may act as a «
testers and en
of living
aged on the
that they are |
saries of social
How stands
workers’

the

steel
ployees of
manded
on their behalf,
of the

requested  an

Ameriem

head of
the

Gary,
(li.\l'll\'.\
time
turned the reqy
solutelv to con
has refused to
with anyone

employers in t

undivided

|Il'U'l't"“I

strike

the right to

matter

policy of

on a subjeet without

attention Oni
high cost of living,
raw attention to some
f  the capitalist met

100 1tselt Henee, the

an approaching terror

aracter and magnitude

counter-attraction. Pro
quirers into the cost
will feel discour-

isinuation being made
wut camouflaged emis-
disorder

the situation on this

The
Corporation de

then? em
Steel
organize, and
Organizer Fitzpatriek
Labor,
Mr
corporation, to
the old

corporation, he

1 Federation of

interview with
the
True to
his

1est down, refused ab

sider the matter. He
consider the matter
He and the group of

he Industrial Confer

ence now sitting in the States, are
blocking the attempt of the labo
group to have the conference inter
vene in the dispute. He objeets to

his employees «

he sits in the
around

credited

the same

rganizing, even while

Industrial Conference

board as the ae

representatives of organized

labor He is also one of the most
violent advocates of the immediate
signing of the Peace Treaty without
amendment. And yet in that treaty
is the following eclause “The rieht
of association for all lawfu! purposes

by the

L Y[‘lil‘x‘\l

d as well as by the

emplovers.’ A jewel of the first
water is Mr. Ga msistency It
s 100 per cent [Thited States Stee
Corporation. IHis denial of that rigl
to his (!\Ih'w‘. es S | 188116 " h
strike They desire rganize, s
that their delegates v Sit
ference with the l‘Y}l‘,"H}l‘!'\ repure
sentatives and disecuss one day's rest

;'nl th

».)lil" S

in seven

four-hour

wages as thess

guaranteg Amer
ing.”’
But Mr. Gary

e abolition of twenty

o and an Inerease
it ‘““to

aliens express

108N \*;.;H[;xr(]\ 01 V-

shouts. Bolshevism!

And his cohorts of press agents all

over the continent, take ip the

Well: So far as we are conecerned
we thank them for popularizi 2
'll'i
The ““New Republic”’ of New You
is a bourgeois Journal of liberal te
deneie and it is one of the fe )
tary 01¢es raised in Criticise ) Mo
Ciary and his policies We quote 1t
following from its Oetober 1st issue
“Had M I'i"/[ﬁu'.‘lt" declined
«onter ith M;q Gary, he would have
w el clt'”tr‘i"l"ti rrom one end of the
antry to the other as a firebra d
ut M ‘.‘.1'4\ can decline 1o conte
Ith  the representative 01 i er)

"l e@gion of his mer Ne ecan re

¢ o arbitrate even to discuss - he
| biuntl '4'[»‘11“.|11- all the Ko
( s of peaceful adiustme it, and
0O fIa as o can  Judee fror t
DI few volees are raised to brand
11 for hat he is an meiter of
1olence, a lvlw\uL “] O1 lw"‘l%‘i:x‘
Wi i industrial  barbarian
Caleulating that the anions mey not
he frong l"IHHL']I to vin this time
relving on enormous war profits to

tide him over, knowing that the

men s organization is immature. trust

ing to his automatic control ove:

IwﬂvH" Awlhul'i!_\ in the steel :“\Y}'iuﬁ

exploiting the fevered and panicky

condition of the mind he has

||I|i|‘i.

|||'|I|n'l‘.‘.‘t|_\ chosen to 'l"”\“!\l‘ the

trike now because he thinks he can
simash the union He has not taken
one step to avert the strike. He has
not H[ul'l' one move ]“"‘ "";l"('

He has distributed guns, suppressed

meetings refused a  hearing e

wants this strike and he wants it

now, because he thinks he ean win

have a few vears of ab
After

looking

.'IH" more
solute
that

power in his industry
well Mr. Gary is
And mueh
The New

one of its editors covering the ground

not

more to the

same  point Republic has

and  continues

”ll'

in the steel distriets

its attack on issue fo

the

Grary 1n

lowing one quoted from This

editor says ‘‘In the misrepresenta

tion of motives it is perhaps the ‘fo

eign element that has suffered most
Who was it brought the ‘foreign el
ment’ to Pittsburg, if not the United
States  Steel Corporation  itself? It
is not hard to remember days when
the NSteel. Corporation advertised
‘Men Wanted, Foreigners Only Need
Apply.’ Foreign tabor was plentiful
then \\.llv\ did the Steel "ll]'l“”'“’i"”
want it Because it was cheap; be
cause, with religious and racial dif
ferences it was thought that the
“SToreigners' would not l‘.‘l\i'_\ unite :
and because, therefore, they would

se*ve as a bulwark against unioniza

tion Today, fighting off standards
.It't'(']ih‘il in every eivilized com
munity, the companies turn on these
men for the wholesale importatio
'I‘(‘_\ ar ',‘\rm\r“\p\ SO ’||'~_‘.'1_\ res
ponsible  for and insult them

insinuations, not onee. so far

stantiated by the f

h\Y B (rary ;‘-i his

associates 1

tee rust are in the limelight

the time bei y s play th )
list game. The support o

. :

i ti press or every

1] Y 1 t! na \
whiech it is villifving tl orkers
shows Garv as the her 1 hoj

the ipttalist world
e e o
NOTICE TO READERS
As  s00 1S W receive sufficient
subseriptions for the ““Indicator’ to
comply with Postal regulations. fron
points outside the Vancouver mail-

THE . INDICATOR

g distriet, € 1ntend to appty for
1e maining

privieges granted to

newspapers and periodicals. Betwee

two and three iundred are required
should 1ese privileges not be grant
o nigatio | be '-‘N?i"ui at the
sual post: or 1t this is found
ot possible the \‘|:~n-r‘1‘n“|u Mone
Vi he refunded

- - - -

THE INEXPLICABLE FOREIGNER
The for

hitherto

cly 5 Dee

held to be the 1l genius of laboi
est The Vancouver * Sl now
evel ) { it wWith a .,.'i.i
( [ nde ‘ ption **Paid Agita
{ ay 1 part. *‘It

1 \gitatio \ S giving the tor
12 " ¢ { e Lol e |
0 eptibie 10 ¢ i,’l].‘h("ll"
O Ults naving the inlv;-r\l o1
the dolla (& and knew that a
stoppage ol wot means a stoppage
of pay 0.7 The English speaking
orker thinks his pay goes on when
he 1 orkin We don’t think

a - - -

EDUCATIONAL CLASSES
Local No. 1, 8. P of ¢

Vancouver

has commenced its winter season of
Fducational lasses On Sunday, at
9 p.m the first class 01l economies
as held The text book used was
" Wage-labor and Capital,”” by Marx
Some 70 or 80 attended, and a brisk
and mteresting discussion showed the
interest taken by the class in the
‘ixi»'pwr

On Wednesday evening, at 8
o'c¢lock, the elass on history was
opened The text book chosen was
H. De. B. Gibbin's “Industrial His-

tory of England.”” Owing to the ex-
pense of this book which is $1 50, it
Was -]w'M\'d to allow I||usv who

wished, to purchase it on the install-
The the

Harrington,

ment plan leader of class,

C‘omrade gave a review

of various theories and methods of

presenting  history and compared

them to the materialistic method of
the Marxian Sechool, which gives
more prominence to the economie
factor than the other schools. He
showed that eclass struggles in so-
ciety were the instruments of poli-
tical progress and that these arose
out of the economic structure of so-
l‘il'T.\

Discussion followed upon the open-

ing address Next week, the elass
commences the study of the text
}H'lll\'.

All are asked to attend these

There is no distinetion made
All

:l\‘(i‘d

classes
between race. color, creed or sex.

No

Just walk in and sit down.

are  welcome. 1|!H'\Yinll\‘

One hour

ind a half is given to readine and
discussing the text book, and the

last half hour to general diseussion
Anvone is frec to :‘l!\l part in the
diseussions The classes are held at
the hall, 401 Pender Street Fast, cor
ner of Dunlevy avenue and Pender
stpeet

. ——

“The Unsolved Riddle

of Social Justice”

contin u"i I ) age OUne
1 1t} 1
ributing TS a stances
1Ve }'tl' S S MOMmMote ina
which individualis more or less has
heen the basis Wi w1 not denv
that in this process men’s ideas have

o -
played a part. But theirs has been
but a small part of the whole and

should by no manner of means Le

regarded as a dominant or determin

ing factor Furthermore, for Mr,
Leacock’s enlightenment., we will ven
ture to assert that those anTn"i;l‘ ¢on
ditions whie are argelyv ti outeome
of the present economic basis must
mevitably, d very shortly, give
rise to a 1€} SOC1A structure f
which Soecialism as oppesed to In
dividualism wi be the basis

It Vil Ol nis £ SOe1a

ot nereiy e 15¢ { NoOY
1 1 delay its mning because Mr
lv ) 15 0 read O 1 1t t
1 0 [ ecause The 1ater: con

ditions will make it

Mr ],v“--m-;,

z-u;wv-:uul with

Hecessary
Is obviously very much

dvVing the essence of

the basis of the present social strue
ture. In this he unconsciously per
haps but nevertheless, nio'lllznwy
aligns  himself with the governing
class. There is a striking similarity

}N'l':l‘clz 1he i‘h‘.’l\ 01 the \'H'ItlJl“_,'imH

] 1 4 }

ly nelined members of that eclass
from Plato up to the present day
Plato’s “‘Republic’” was frankly and

outspokenly’ a slave state. The slaves

were to be as wel! treated as

was
possible, that is to say ‘they were
to be allowed as full measure of
life as was compatible with the in
terests of those who governed them
and 'i‘-wi 01 the ]nm'm‘ll\ of their
labor But it was obviously as im
possible for Plato as it is for Pro

Im;u'm'h to
which

an 4‘1'11!]1)!1-?(‘;1”\'

fessor conceive of a so-

ciety in not be

there should

enslaved working

class to do all the necessary produe-
tive labor and to submit to be gov-
erned by those who lived on them

and in some inexplicable manner held
themselves to be superior. In short,
as a spokesman for the working class
has

somewhere ewpressed it. the at-
titude of such hourgeois reformers
as Professor T.eacock, is that ““they

are willing, when driven to it, to do
almost off
backs.”’

anything except get our

It may perhaps be imagined, by
some who have observed the quite
touching manner in which Mr. Liea-

cock writes of those who suffer unde:
the ‘“‘bitter inequalities of the present
system, that he is genuinely concern
ed over the unhappy lot of the work
class,

but unfortunately does not
the

per
their

must confess to being

real
We

\;xt'[lfit'.'l[ of

ceive root cause of

distress
a little

this, esped id”_'v

ad such
“The

ever gripped his

when we 1 sentences as the

following hardest capitalist
W i?f:

the iron clasp of legal right relaxes

that

]\:'ulwm_\

s grasp a little when he thinks of

the possibility of g3

social conflagra-

tion.””  This suggests to us that Mr

leacoc KNnows quite well whereir
lies the efficient cause of soeia
ills And the fact that he nowhere
S or¢ I I erest passing
¢ his p {

tered l ,i‘ 1 ¢ goes 80

p that the wvld ) .

Y It 1ld be ) to abolis

agreatest incentives +o human effort
And so is private owners] fp W the

s of produetion

And so is the

Next Page

h - S— -
Continned on



‘THE UNSOLVED
SOCIAL JUSTICE"

tinued from l’rvrw(in: Page

lash over the

backs of slaves And

S0 1s the threat of

starvatior And

S0 is pistol held to Your head. They
are a i ther mighty efficient * 1
centives to numa cirort And of
course, because of that, it would be
folly to abolish them Is it possible
that Mr. Leacock r-.("'.\ thinks he eca
impose upon his readers wit] suel
argument No [t is quite obvious
that the 2‘"”! professor has no real
eonsideration for the lot of the wor
ing class On the mtra A 1 ne 1s
concerned :|!m.“ IS est those cap
talists hon ne coneerns to b
grasping should spoil the egraft fo
'(h"\' who “'¢.«| he content 1t
‘.l‘\\

In the middle of a discussioc:
vita socia problems Mr Leacod
finds time and Space to 1 troduce to
the extent of one whole column
nothing other i the whole vide

world than the
The good Mr
passed away
But, ever

interest

Malthusian '|'|u<m'_\
Malthus has long since
this
so, he survived any passing

that

from vale of tears

scientific cireles may

have bhestowed his theory, as

affecting

years

upon

\U(‘it'T.\" ]ll\‘ a good
Why on earth Mpr
should have conceived it worth while

many

'.(‘Iuwn']\

to dig up this rotten corpse and par-
ade it in
beyond us to

his columns, it is entirely
However, it

indieation

imagine.

may be taken as another

of the regions wherein Mr. Teacock’s
delights to
leacock devotes
the question of
of labor. He

hours is

mind dwell
Mr
space to
the hours
ten

magnanimity he

little
shortening
that
fine

that

some

admits
With a
furthe:

too long

admits
with-

hours is too long. and,

eight

out committing himself any more

than he judges to be wise. he strives
the

method of

to convey impression that, by

his social legislation. the

labor eventual

Wheth
this

average hours of may

ly be reduced to four or five

er Mr. Leacock really imagines

to be possible under the present sy
holding it out as

stem, or is merely

a sort of elusive bait we do not know

But we do know that, for all that
he is a professor of economiecs, any
entrepreneur, any ‘‘captain of indus
try,”’ can confidently assure him that
\\'i]nt he suggests is, under the pres
ent system, utterly impossible The
modern ecaptain of industry knows

quite well the exigencies of the sy
And

stem under which he operates
he speaks truly when he says that
the only thing which ecan save the
present economic strueture fro "-u'
lapse, is inereased productio ‘\,.-
granting that the reduetion of ,-_‘,
from twelve or more. to te nd i
manyv cases 1 eicht. ha 0
complished with little if
ﬁm‘v of output. it is qu ) ‘! S
that there must he DOt ¢ }
any further ednetion of

hours. under the present .:\'tt‘(*m

not he made without lecsening -
duetion And. while = e
“,‘rnr,,,‘,r‘! o aceprt that A.. ‘-

has heen reached 1 the eicht h
dav. we will cor fident] ,~ ‘

if anv such progre y - -
honrs 1 I 1 4

atter nted long hefore '

zoal of a four or five-hour da

@ 2 att ot
reached. the ‘\w“‘w‘ 112‘;_,.,4,;. k.
wonld be hopelessiv b ' )
Qf‘(!l]ﬂnﬂ\j we mayv Df "." % e
no ecapitalist government wouid

The The

Summarized from Kautsky.

/ I \ HE S 1ences ot l"'yl‘v-\‘-iﬂ_\,|.‘.;'
Hi\:"!_\ ll"AiH".l. Econor ¥y N

) e rising bourgeoisie before t

French Revolutic 1 the I'st p
neans ) nighting ne Hing
[\u‘.,' 'S ml-'i.x x‘ni l"' 1nica Wil
opposed them and had newr roots
€ past It as 10 H-i ecessary 1
give, greater attention » The history
of the past in which the feudal i
stitutions had ad thel egmning
e then IS Wit

vritte) 1o ¢ mu

ip with the 2

n relation of the ext)
irdinary The extraordinary mai
the v\'v'.-n"‘“‘nu) event suel as
vars ol revolutions alone seemed

relating

I'he big man was

1 *
e motor-power 1

the

'ni\luy:\ in  the

feudal period king, the militar)

commander, the religious founder

and the ]ll'it'\!\ In the eighteentl

these brand

the

century very men were

intellectuals as
the

ed by hourgeois

the authors of all evil in the

world, and the |»i1i\u\u])§u-v‘\ on the

other hand as legislators and teachers

as the only real authors of progress

As hu\\n\t", the capitalist method
H!. ]l]‘n)(l|l<‘1itvli «h'\i'u]i!w[ ;Hn‘ n'!(.lll'l
the world there

duced a network of

market were  pro
highly

W ]VI"[‘

K‘HIHPH

. 3 .
cated connections mn\ ui\rl] The

gathering together of statisties. Ob

servation of these statisties diselosed

the operations of laws governing the
masses of men B

the

actions of great

that determining el
the

action was always a material change

was Seeln

ment in alterations of human

usually an economie For in
the

erime, of

one

stance, deerease and increase of

\Ilit'illt‘\ !ll.‘ll'l‘i.‘l'_’l‘\ shown

to be dependent on the price of corn
Enquiry in other directions also pro

tolerate such an  experiment Wi
are melined to believe that M1
Leacock is quite well aware of these
racts If he is not then, he is indeed
more ignorant, even 1 1S own pat
ticula field of study, than we had

suspected

In the matter of industrial unrest
( anr i'\‘llw‘r'('ti to M1 l.eacocl tor
this gen i i 7 industrial vorld 1
1'¢ \"l SN ll‘("\"ﬂ] od l““ ‘!Il«l' "‘
SOme I seethes iIth furious dis
( tent and looks about it r;w_-z-r’_‘,
for a fight. 1t needs a rest. It should
he sent, as nerve patients are to the
seaside or the quiet of the hills. Fail-
g this, it should a east slacker
he pace of | 01 ind norten it
g day If thi ritter
)y Stephen Leaco ¢ funny
S e declare ) )
I ( IS11¢ { {
ed ) ~Nten | D
) f )
| Il
¢ ]
n the r orde :
P ] p 41
2 o $ thed and d 1 e
ed 1irrespecti £ it Da 4
would be willine ¢t wace that

(Continued on Page Eicht
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ory of the “Materialist Conception”

gressed The ||i\fn'_\ of Law. Com
parative Ill!ln‘.w;‘A\ ) Tt \'~-'i_\ o1
growt a reiatio \ix(]' o van
1ous 1o loes d ll‘h!.u.»-_-_\ the
¢ ¢ e cuats o the arieties
{ 't i of them de
D n Is great science of has
tory, found the material which
they orked P, not the extraordin
1y d the dividual but the evers
aay { place deseribed
B ery eusol i nistory
! | \ ¢ ol 0
€l t v S the more 1S 1
1‘m\\i“: ) 't 1l '\|'?, ‘li‘t
the e IS li[\l‘“'\l'l\4' that this
aevelopment s 0 chaneg but ac
cording to The material which
1s at om ‘h\;.x\“ 1S O the one side
facts T the te nical arrangements
of hife | he other of aw custom
‘:»I "v"i:iw \v"w then the law con
trolling this means nothing else than
to bring technics into a eausal con
nection  with  the legal moral and

religions coneeptions

without the

help of extraordinary individuals o1

events

Besides all these new selences
there is finally to he mentioned a
further change in  the writing of
modern |wi\1ll'_\ The Freneh revoliu
tion came to the fore <0 ¢learly as a
class-strugel that not only its his
torian  must recognize that but a

number of 1v|~ruy‘i;.m\ were inx'oin'.l to
mvestigate in

the

other In-!iu('\ of his

tory role of the eclass wars. and

to see in them the motive forces of

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

On this column question on econo
mies  wi be answered brief) Nt
dent nowever, bear i nnd the

lmitation brevity No

Hivo ui 1

\Il]\]n | | e ‘,}|\[,|t'}ul|’.\ cexplat
ed or defined ni such a manues \1
best, such m ers can but Crye

guides
What are aAges
What is laboi
What is Value
What is Capital?
What
What i

What are Wages?—Wuges are the

'ni\.o |

\-3‘;“0“\

Next l\‘w
Wealth—Next 1

price ol abor-powel Like all oth
commodities on the market IS pri
IS determined ) Lhe Tald !
and d 1 I'hi market
fluetuat iround the value of lab
pOW( ich is determined
value od nhing ina e
el et The h 1 {
the labo ind e p |
d ‘

pro
What i Labor power |
What is Value?—]
time 1 i its produectis
What is Capital?—Tt is that part
)f wealth used to exploit labor in
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numan |iv'w' opment '”lv ClasyCs are,

nowever, again a product of' the

and

antagonisms,

economic  structure of sceiety.

om this  spring the

;
gies ol the

neretore { stru

What

w classes,
holds every class ."‘-'\”""'.

what divides the:

un from othe classes,
determines thei opposition to  me 1,
is  the particular ¢lass i"'il'\l\' a
new Kind of interest about whieh no
moralist ) he l'lv_;il'lnlx.'lx century
?'n; 1 1l nateve st hool l,(-
ight belong to
With il Lhes advances and dis
coveries which certamly often enough
Wer Oy lHl-l' mea .1|n| 'I.\ no
means quite clear by the time of the

torties i the nneteenth century all

the essential viements of the ma

terialist

conception  of history had
been supphed ‘“lc'A\ only waited
tor the masten wWho should "I'I?lx
them under control and unify them.
That was done by Engels and Marx.

The

tory 15

materialist

coneeption of his

not only important bhecause

it allows us to explain history better

than it has heen done up to now, but
also  because it enables us to make
Ic|\ruc“\ hetter thm has hitherto heen
(!""Q'

Study  history by the aid of this

method.  Form histors classes in con

with

Junetion cconomic classes. The
two  scieneces are <‘u!l||l“lul'l|l,H’_\ to
and inseparable  from each other
They throw a s ereh-light around so
that we sce clearer for them the way

of soecial progress

order that an inerease of

the

capital may

result exploitation

from Land

may be capital. Articles of consump
ton and raw materials may be capi
tal 1t used for the above purpose,
hut O otherwise

The condition oy papital Is a

propertyless working elas having no
other means  of

existence than by

selling its labo power

l‘:\']l'ulln‘xi labor is the source of
w.t;;i',ll

Wthl s Price‘? —It is the monetary
expression  of value and fluctuates

around value in obedicnce to the law
ot supply and demmnd The fluetn

tions tend to cancel each other when
observed ove HI [n'lim‘ 01 Tim"_ )
that the final result is that commodi
ties exchange with each other equal
alue for e

. -
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rom the Glasgow *“‘Socialist Sept

Scientific Management and ‘‘Lost Time.’’

T!ll~: problem of how to avoid or prevent ‘‘lost
time’’ in the labor proecess is probably one

of the oldest and most anxious worries of our em-
ployers. The reason for this is obvious, though
You may not have given the matter the attention
it deserves

plant and materials to work upon, the next con-

Having obtained ready to hand,
cern of every employer is not only the number
and class of workers he requires—though that is
very important—but how he ecan utilize such
labor-power that he 'HH"'}!H\G“-. to the hest possible
advantage for profitmaking For him ‘‘time is

wmoney,”” every minute of the

working day that is
not used up being a dead loss. Youn may not have
noticed it, but recently there has been a bold at
tempt made to grapple with this problem in such
& manner as to provoke the least resistance from
'”nj\ eall it

but that is only a faney name for efficient ex-

onr side ‘seientific management,”’
ploitation, and certainly you have no reason to
be ashamed of any ignorance yon may have on
the subjeet, since many of our so-called leaders
have been duped with it—assuming, of ecourse,
that they are not in league with our employers,
which is certainly hard to dishelieve about a num
ber of them. The methods of this seientifie an-
agement abounds  with apparent contradictions,
We see instances of lavish expenditure on what
appears to be in a useless direction, while we find
ite advoeates execelling our most  ardent trade
unionists in the advoeacy of shorter hours, as,
for example, Lord Leverhulme with his six hours
a day, ete.;: in fact, in a hundred and one ways
our ““seientific managers’’ display quite a paternal
interest in our welfare,

A Vital Problem for Capital

The one vital problem, however, which in real-
ity is the pivot of all our various ‘“reform’’ move-
ments ix the question of ““lost time.”” Quite re
cently a Yankee firm in the Pittshurg area made
gome observations on ‘““lost time' through aec
cidents of every kind, sueh as personal negligence,
mismanagement, faulty plant, structural defeets,
ete.,, and reckoned that the lost time ran into
geores of vears—and therefore considerable pro
fits—every year. And so they started a ‘“safety
first”’ campaign

During the war the Gove®nmgent of this coun

try ."]I!)tlill'l‘n] a committee to inguire into the mat

ter here. with the assistance of expert medieal
advice. When it was found that there was a con
giderable percentage of time lost before breakfast,
and that this was most apparent in shops whieh
started at six am., then the mercenary motives
of our employers took a turn in the direction of
generosity and the 47-hour week was imposed on

Uus.

Then again, as vou know. there is alwavs a f~w
minutes expire hefore we get into our swing, es-
pecially where handieraft still prevails, but it has
been observed that. where suitable, the nse of
electricity in starting machinery works wonders
in this direction. But not only have they reckon
ed on the time lost in starting, they have also ob-
served that much time is lost near stopping time
—for washing hands, ete. That is why the fore

man is always buzzing ahout just on the cone

I do not know whether VOl are an ex-serviee
man or not, but it might interest von to note that
employers are heginning to kick. even against the
wounded Tommies. who have gone haek to in-
dustrial life carrving with them the ailments and
maladies of the II:WH‘l"'i(H] and who ire nnahle te
keep regular time

Wt y the subieet

As one medieal exper

recently. said: ‘‘Their apparent bad example af-
fects others and lowers the tone Y of the
fnn'f(\Y'_\' 2

Eldorado As a Solution
Another canse of ““lost time’’ ic reckoned to bhe
bad honsing, in as mueh as dirt :"\.n-_ir;ﬂ-) "OnN-
ditions and congested surroundings wears down

the fitness of mind and body, making us unabl

to either go the pace or keep it up. Arising out of

the housing problem is the dile: ma, especially 1

Ten Minutes’ Talk With ‘the W orkers

Ng ecities, of providing housmg accomodation in

suitable surrcundings and vet not too far from

the factory m orkshop This is got over in a
way by municipal trams o railway ‘‘zone

frickets,”” but the recent '..‘.jyv‘w‘, is to build the
ol ~f,x.“ 1 the ¢init 1hnurbi: ] this

1el respect it is now no uncommon sight to find

a factory nestling among trees and flowers in an

apparent atmosphere of quiet and peace vith

nice, clean rows of “workmen’s’’ houses arranged

on the garden city principle. Small wonder there

couies the desire to escape the squallor and mi\('l"\'

hich still surrounds most places of employment ;
the impulse being ‘“to get a job there.”’

You may have managed to “‘get there onlvy to
he  disilly ioned ith the bpres ¢ nside of the
same “]‘l game of rate cutting, hustle te all of

‘\lriwl, 'u'“o« Yly(- t-‘,H'I'H;I| \l]""lﬂl'l"illf_'\

It is in this way, however, that scientific man-

agement seeks to solve its

dilemma of attaining
high profits with a devitalized dispirited, and in-
cfficient wage-slave. 1 hope 1 have said enough
to indicate to you what is the impulse behind all
our modern ‘““reform’’ movements. You can now
see_the basis of all this modern craze for shorter
hours, welfare work, better housing accommoda-
tion, national medical supervision, rapid muniei-

pal or local transport, ete.

The Golden Collar.

These conditions and “lmprovements for labor’’
are all directed at making us more efficient work-
ers, and turning
manufactured cheerfulness. It is a case, however,

enhanced profits out of our
of swapping the iron collar for a golden one,
which, however weil burnished, is nevertheless 4
tougher metal to break than the former. and In
this respeet is a egood investment for our em-
ployers.

What you would be well advised to get fixed
in your mind, however, is this: that though this
appareint consideratio 1Or o phaysical, menta and
moral welfare is all to the good as far as it goes,
there is no reason for assuming that the relations

hetween our employers and ourselves, ie.. rela-

tions of antagonism, are in any way altered at

bottom ““Seientifie management’’ Innl.l.\ 1s a busi
ness  proposition It is the studied effort of far-

seeing employers combine increased output with
contented wage-class. But though all these im-

1

proved conditions of health, scientifie technique
in the workshop and paternal interest in our wel-
1 nmay even b .;r‘t'nln".:.ii(‘tl \\Hll dan iil(‘l'('il\(‘ll
oney wage, that is no reason for bhelieving the
tale that the interests of the masters and men
re identieal Nor on the other hand is the de-
ention of “improved econditions’”’ an argument
oainst seientifie management. The root of the
evil—and you would be well advised to stick a
pin here lies not in the instrument itself. but the
use it is put to

If thines were diffe "tv""_\ arranged and instead

of resting upon profitmaking for a eclass their

prime consideration was soeial well-being. then

the caving of “‘lost time"’ and }v:“h{‘ivi:ﬂ effects
cenerally of secientifie management wonld re
dound to the commonu ealth To acecomplish that
1s the ereat task of the ) thor movement ol |
WOLVES TEAR EACH OTHER
ooks as if Lenin wounld win through vet. for

hostility to the expenditure

upon the dirty war upon Russia grew suddenly

mto a vell. The Daily Express, the Daily Mail
Rothermenre rgans, the Q'!f‘:‘ﬁﬂ) Review and

the Spe tor all at it. and even puffing up at the
1 the processi hoping his conversion is not
too late. old Bottomley himself. He savs he ‘‘ean
eep silent anv longer:’’ the Government has
mmdate for the Russian war we

! & neitl the mey r the monev for this wild
1 eless adve Big Business and Wigl
v ¢ re v 1.,'.'”.': QeaTe ‘} ”,,'! anon there
will  he lemand for General Navvvy Ward’s
photo in ““Society Bits.”” and Winston will be
rawing his unemploved benefit — Frot “Ror.

THE PRESS OF THE COUNTRY

How It Seeks to Kill Free Thought, Free Speech
and Constitutional Action.

By Jerome K. Jerome.

ne-tenths of the press of this countrv is in
fiands o1 a small group of rich men who mean

ule the nation It is the press that has killed
mstitutional action., The press seeks to kill free
thought to kill 11'¢€¢ speech. .\Jlll 11 18 \Ut".‘t‘@d'
ing 'lt as monopolized to itself all the sources
ol Information. It stands between the thinkers
and the people It will net allow anybody but

itself to be heard It poisons the mind of the

people with false information It suppresses facts
that it does not vish 1he people to know,. It (lulcs
out to them, only such ‘‘news’’ as it considers
good for them. It colors the truth for its own

purposes. It dresses up lies in plausibility. It is
the press and not Parliament that rules England
today. Parliament only registers its decerees, and
the Government is nothing but its tame executive.
No politician who wishes to succeed dare flout
its commands. It makes and unmakes Cabinets.
The Public Service is its plaything. The press
itself in its turn is ruled by the Capitalists, It
depends for its existence upon the great adver-
tisers. In its turn it is the instrument of the
great financial interests and their aristocratic de-
pendents. The press is the enemy of the people.
It has usurped the entire authority of the coun-
try.  Exempt from all responsibility, with neither
a body to be kicked nor a soul to be damned, it
has .l('i"tlll(‘ 1]!(' most 11.5“:_‘!4'1;15\ (]l‘\')ﬂ'i\“l 1hat
Democracy has ever bheen called upon to face.
The press of today exercises the same vicious ty-
ranny that in the Middle Ages was exercised by
the church: the tyranny over men’s minds, It
rules by the same weapons: lies and humbng

The press in every country has got the people
down. And until its power is broken it will hold
the people down. Tt nses the ballot-hox as a con-
juror uses his magic rod

in what they think

The people may put
What comes out of it is what
the press chooses. The politicians are its humble
courtiers. Behind its sereen of falsehood and sup-
pression the moneyed interests work their will.
It has become the fortress of reaction, and there
is no power within the Constitution that ean hope
to make a breach in its defences. The power of
the platform ean only be exercised with its per-
mission. Tt has hought up the pen and permits

0T no new enterprise. Here and there a people’s

paper continues a precarions existence. Lacking
capital, lacking advertising support, its influence
is confined to narrow limits. Tt is the abuse of
its power by the press that is driving the thoucht
and energy of the country to the convietion that
if the people are ever really to rule, methods will
ve to he found that are not likely to obtain

e approval of the press.

8 o TR
CONFIRMED.

Lord Loreburn is the first of the elder Liberal
statesmen to publish his views upon the origins
the war. Lord Loreburn’s hook derives special
signifie e by reason of his long and intimate
nnection with the Liberal Party He was a
he " the Cabine luring that fateful time

hen | lish diplomacy as "th“_\' rushing this

( try into obligations which would eventuate
European war His book is scathing indiet-

! 1€ reign policy of Sir Edward Grey

] gthens the position of those who have

that the secrecy as well as the ten

1 ( Bri pre-war diplomaey had placed
sters i1 position from which there was no

t when events reached the eulminating point

e Vears aoc Lord Loreburn says: ‘“We en-
tered npon the war to which we had bheen com-

itted beforehand in the dark, and Parliament
mnd itself unable, at two hours’ notice. had it
extricate us from this fearful prediea
unprepared, in a Rus

JUarre DECANISe We wWere ":."("] to F’“;!y‘.uﬂ in

o e It is icant that TLord Loreburn’s
R e e Iy boyeotted by the daily
eSS h one or two execeptions.—T.abhor Leader

g
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CHORUS OF CONDEMNATION

From the “Daily Herald.”

A few months ago we alone in the daily press
attacked and exposed Mr Churehill’s Russiar
Gamble but so "‘."I"'H‘.:it;_‘- have we awakened
the public to the facts that nov the chorus of
('uh«lol.‘:'.::’lu: s taken up T".\ almost all the "‘il'i'

ing puapers

Observer.”—*“Cleari 2 up the Russian mude
dle’
‘Sunday Chronicle.”’ ““The plain faet is that

our people are in no mood for any grandiose cam-
Paign in Russia, even for the purpose of saving
our friends.’

‘Sunday Times.””—*“The Government policy i
Russia has been conducted throughout on lines
which only Mr. Micawber ecould approve.’

"Sunday Pietorial.”’—¢“In trying to ‘save’ Rus-
sia, we are risking the ruin of Britain.”’ Our costly
and wholly ineffective Russian adventure.’

“.\Illill:l‘\
Archangel
complished. but there are other military activities
elsew here, and publie confidence in Mr. Churchill’s
capacity or trustworthiness as Secretary of State
for War has been utterly destroyed.’

Express.”—“The evacuation of the

Expedition will, we hope, still be an-

‘Times.”’—*‘Russia is one blot upon the Govern-
ment’s record.’’

‘Daily News.”'—“The policy of fomenting eivil
war in Russia.”’

‘Daily Express.”’—¢This obviously futile, cost-
ly and disastrous war Russia.”’

‘Manchester
ble.’

““Daily Mail.”’—*“The North Russian matter has
planted on the public mind a firm belief that there
has been a lack of straight dealing, and that of-

Guardian.” —*“The Russian gam-

ficial assurances can not be accepted at their face
value.”’
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Due, in part at any rate, to the demand of the

Miners Federation for the

tlonalization of the

nines, there has grown up lately an extension of

the old demands for nationalizing various prop-

erties and industries The old unsupported as
Sertions are trotted out with a the acclamation
attaching to new discoveries, while L new organi
atlon hwas been added to the list of t iose advoeat

ing these policies.

l'-.\ rar the 108t tavorable subject for nationali-

$ n +} ] » : ¢ "

lon has ce the { Fromine among
he organizations l*.x\i!:;’ the 1 tionalization of
the land for their object are tl and Nationali
anon So¢ lety, v hich proposes a form of })Tll‘i‘hilﬂ‘
of the d. and the Societ for t taxation of
ind values, whiel advocates the taxation of land

values uitimately up to 20s. in the £ Now a new
organization has been formed called ““The Com-
monwealth League,”” having for its object

The Foundation of a Commonwealth based
the establishment of the common right to the land
by the payment by each landholder of the econo-
mic¢ rent, which is the commercial value of the
site he holds.’

As there is no practical difference between tax-
mg land values and calling upon the landholders
to pay ‘‘economie rent’’ to the State, 1t is some-
what curious that the two prominent Liberals who
are respectively president and secretary of the
new league—Mr. R. (. Lambert and Mr. R. L
Outhwaite—should have formed the new organi-
zation. Moreover, in their paper, “‘The Common-
wealth,”" they ave full of praise for the Inde-
pendent Labor Party and the resolution that
body’s conference passed at Huddersfield at
‘demands the Socialization of the
land as the very foundation of the co. operative
commonwealth, and calls upon the Government to
make it the ]N‘Hlld“lllt and inalienable possession
of the community.

Easter, that

The stupidity and ignorance of demanding the
‘soclalization’’ of the land while leaving the capi-
talist system in existence generally 1s only equal-
led by the crazy clause calling upon a capitalist
government to make the land the possession of
the whole community, although, be it said, these
things are quite in acecord with the confusionist
and misleading policy of the I.L.P. Yet if the
founders of the Commonwealth League are so
strongly in favor of the attitude adopted by the
[. 1. P, why did they start a new organization ?
Why did they not join the I L. P. straight away?
Or do T'I"_\ wish to ildd to the r‘HHthH uin:ad_\

existing*

In any case, the Proposals are worth examin-
1INg again as many workers believe that the taxa-
tion of land values, or the taking of the ‘‘edono-
mic rent’’ by the State will benefit their class. It
sounds very plausible to say that as the land is

‘the gift of nature it should belong to the com-

munity and many are led to beligve that the
proposals mentioned would bring about the de
sired result. Let us examine the matter a little
w‘rmr

Both ““economie rent’’ and ‘‘land values near
the same thi g 1n the proposals of the above
tioned organizations, though the ~pokesms

) { 4 €

D ¢ ¢ A ¢ I i

1p erstand t
yhras

Whe 0O

yy ] {
Q )

en i¢ ori 1 %
1 ne 14 [ 1

st fe f d t } ( r 1
18 nd ) | 4 a t
the W O i wve 4 ] i

f the War Of ¢ ‘

A i me evide e t pert
richt b na i neant ;’f' tl ) n ?

Simply t That if the same 1t of labor
power, machine eed, ete., were used pon equa
reas o ¢ tWo pie 1PpoO
a1 a ¢ tr 1 o " ;
not he £ a 1I qu tit r everl 1 qua

rAGE SEVEN

| Nationalization of Land---F utlllty Exposed

1y If we sSUppose

that  under these condi-
Cippenham w ould vyield 30

bushels of wheat to the acre, while the other land
ould ;‘:1".\ Vield 20 Dushe

tions the land at

N, then Cippenham land
would be said to have vielded an

"‘economie¢ rent"
of 10 bushels per acre. The

Sdme prineciple ap-
plies if the land is required for othep purposes—
business nl‘ﬁ('(‘.\,
houses. Thus it is easily

as sites for factories or dwelling

seen that a site close
a canal will, other things

more suitable ang economical
for s manutacturer to

to a railwav, a rver, or

remaining equal, be

erect his works upon than
site that would requin

=C amount of road
Irom the works.
fected by building the

haulage to and The saving ef.

works on the former site
“economie rent’ of that site,
that it is Proposed to tax are
exactly the same portions of wealth covered by the
put the matter in a
phrase, ‘“The economic rent of any piece of 'land
natural properties
or situation, and
piece in demand. "
How is the amount of thisg difference
at? “_\' competition

would represent the
The “Land Values”

term “‘economie rent.”’ To

is the difference between the
of that piece, either in fertility
that of the poorest

arrived
To quote the words of one
of the Commonwealth League’s leaflets, “He (the
landholder) wil) pay what another would be will-
ing to pay for the privilege of using the piece of
tommon property he holds '’ “The Vision and
the Realization.

We are told that this method ¢
land open for a1 Quite true
are able to pay for it,

will throw the
if we add who
as it will be the highest
bidder who wil] hold the land exactly as he des

now When a large estate in the country is up

the landless agricultural laboper
who bids for it Nor when a town site is sold.
as that of Lord Be rkeley, it is not a slum- -dwelling
worker who buys it, but a Sir Marcus Samuel,

In other words no one will he allowed access
to the land under the Commonwealth League’s
method unless they can pay the market price for
its use, under the name of ““economie rent.’

This is just the situation that prevails today, as
there is plenty of land available for those able to
pay the market price for it dut, it will be ob-

Jectad, at present this price goes into the pockets
of private individuals

for sale it is not

whereas mul:v the TLeague’s
scheme it would go into the ““common fund '

Yes, but what common fund? To this the answer

is: The fund required to meet the soci ial expenses
of the community But how are these met now?
v the rates and taxes Thus the final result of
‘economic rent’” or “Jand
values’ is to reduce the amount paid for rates

the appropriation of

and taxes from other sources,

As a class the workers are not concerned with
taxation under eapitalism Out  of the total
wealth. which they produce by applying their
labor power to the materials given by nature,
'i‘-'} receive on an average :l'urnf d-llullgh to I\l‘t‘p

them in the working condition that the masters’

mterests demand by inlls’_\‘ HH'} have no mar
i delt over out of which to pay either taxes or
economic rent It is thus clear that it is the mas
ter +

10 must pay these expenses in the form of

rate ind taxes, and it i y}m_\, who would obtain
benefit that ight result from the applica-
economi ent to these expenses
T method might not Dlease the ection of the
ister cia wWho ! ety 01 'H"(.”ll' ]«'l'ui
| undoubtedly be beneficial
i fria { 1 ipitalist ind
’ 1¢ i {
\ eredors } i1 f the Clor
( t lLeagnq efer e 1 th 4 il
ne 1 freed that 11 £l to the wor
4 ta y O } the Stats ' b
$ ot figment of the ir
vhile the real object lying behind their
nr 4 trong ‘v,r',',cl,! hv th. I 1 P
hift as much as possible of the burden of
$ io ) the houlder f the landlords

ym the industrial capitalists often lool upon as

being merely ‘“‘sleeping partners.” So far as the
workers are oncerned it is another ““red her-

’ "
rne

We may deal with other forms of nationaliza-
tion in a future article J. FITZGERALD
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references nmay appear 1o De out o1
ate; others may make clearer the rea
gsons for the failure of the Spartacus
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part ol the vember Ke Tt |
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T is now some seventy years since

I

the Kuropean proletariat made
its gallant but unsuccessful attempt
to overthrow the governing eclasses
of the great States of Western and
Central Europe. With the exeception
of one or two minor incidents to-
wards the close of the French Revolu-
tion this was the first effort of the
workers to challenge and to contest

the sovereignty of the state systems
up the
Clontinental

which had grown on rining of
feudalism. The

tariat of the towns was not then suf

prole

ficiently strong or eclass-conseicus to
achieve suecess and was betrayed by
the upper and lower elements of the
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