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FOREWORD.

gloT^
^"^^ Teitament Letgue hu encircled the

It if tctively at work in many lands.

Chri.!S;.
'1^^"'''' *^ '^^ ^' '-^^^

full
"*' "** *° »*"'* "*" ««>« '«ith-

It has wrested the best methods for personal work.
It has been the means of leading many to Christ.

as the"sL"o?c^"~""^"^ '' *" ^^° »»-- J--

InciX'TnTnitr
""*"' ""'"' •"' - -•'

In l!l*M *T "f^^
'^^ ^** **" ^^^«rt «»d Orient ;

pray God's nchest blessing upon it.

J. Wilbur Chapman.
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The Pocket Tetument League
Around The World

CHAPTER I.

THE ORIGIN OF THE MOVEMENT.

In the city of Birtningham, England, a young
girl who had given her heart to God when twelve
yean of age, had a great longing that her fellow-

pupils at the Girls' High School might learn to
know and love her Saviour. In her youthful en-
thusiasm she was led to originate a plan for read-
ing the Scriptures and for winning people to Christ,
which, through the blessing of God, has become
one of the most interesting and far-reaching move-
ments of this generation.

The young girl was Helen Cadbury, a daughter
of Richard Cadbury, the well-known Christian
philanthropist, a member of the Society of Friends,
and one of Birmingham's foremost benefactors,
who was like a father to his employees and to the
poor people of the city. Miss Cadbury. who after-

wards became the wife of Mr. Charles M. Alex-
ander, the Gospel song leader, gives the following
interesting story of how she was led to begin the

1
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a.n.t but had «en Him glorified «nX l""around m^ And y« I lea„^ f^ " '^''^

«^ent without a personal a«epunce of ariM

•Pintual things, and I remember a friend of mh^.

an. But I know that these things were vervr«l to me as a child. When 1 was twelv7 J^2
°" ^

"'ir'*' «» .'<" months my heart^^

yielded to God.
"""^ *"* "^ '^ *" «« fnUy

'•My father was a buqr man. Although at the

hoA m fa.s business and outside it was to work

l^w Him B^T ?"'* '" ""••«"« «U o

h.^iT? ^ ^"^"y '"^ »«rrounding village he

rht.h il^- *• "* '"'' "''« » M'»»'on Hall inwhKh meetings were heM an the year round. oLS

! i

I
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•W MuaUy in the autumn, a special effort waswade by means of a two-weeks' mission to nther
in out«ders, men and women who belonged to no
place of worship. Our workers would go into the
public houses night after night, and into the streets,
•nd bring them into the Mission HaU. At such
times we children were allowed occasionally to go
with our father to the evening meeting. How wS
Z wZT f"! "' ^"^ *° °"* "^«^' »° Novem-
ber, when he took me with him. The Mission Hall

f^T .
' T^"' ^* ^' "«> "<» w<»»en

oiTh. t f'^.^ ^*^"« "^^ in- I sat at the back
of the hall with some of our friends, while my
father w^t on to the platform with the missioner.
I remember nothing of the sermon, except that

Tl '"^ 7 ^"''- ^"^ I ^° '«n"nber «ie ofthe hymns that we sang. It was an old-fashioned

Chnst bath r«i«a,»d lu once fj M."

"I locked about at the face, of the people a> we««. Many were there anK«^t JTw "kj^

7^ " .T! "' *"" ""» *«3' had broughtfrom a,e publK-ho««. that night Bm Chri.,^
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redeemed them, and as I saw the light on their
faces while they sang 'Free from the law/ I knew
it was more than mere words to them. They were
free, and they knew it. A hunger came into my
own heart. If only I could sing it as they were
singing it. If only I could know, too, that for a
certainty I was free from the law. At the close
of the meeting an invitation was given for any
who would accept Christ that night to signify it

openly by rising to their feet. I seemed to forget
the people round me. I only knew that God was
calling me; and with others in the hall I rose to
my feet. A little later, and those who had risen
were invited to come forward to a little room at
the back of the platform, where they could have
quiet personal conversation and prayer with one
of the workers.

"Now came a struggle, for I felt all would know
me if I walked through the hall, but I half rose
to my feet, when one of my friends touched my
arm and suggested what was already in my own
mind, 'Why not wait till you get home, when you
can have a quiet talk with your father and mother!'
Then I knew that I must act. For if it was good
for these men and women to make an open con-
fession of their need of Christ, then it was good
for me, too, for my need was as great as theirs.

So I was given courage to walk through the hall
to the little room, which was filled with inquirers
and. workers. I saw my father in one comer of
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the room kneeling in prayer with a young man,
who had evidently come in under the influence of
drink, but was completely broken down. I sat and
waited, and in a few moments my father rose from
his knees, and looked across the room. Never shall
I forget the light in his eyes as he saw his own little

girl sitting there.

"He came to me at once, and knelt and prayed
with me. For years that dear voice has been silent
on earth, but its tender tones are still fresh in my
memory as he prayed that God would take and
keep my life. From that day a new impulse for
living began for me. The joy and peace which
God had given me was too good to be kept to my-
self, and I longed for others with whom to share
it. I was too young to do much, but amongst my
schoolmates were giris representing all phases of
belief and unbelief. Here was a great field for
work ready to my hand, and I asked God to help
me to win some of these girls to the Lord Jesus
Girist

"i soon found another girl who was an earnest
Christian, and we banded ourselves together, as
soul-winners. Sometimes we met with rebuffs, but
these were more than outweighed by the joy of
leading some to Christ. We were very anxious
not in any way to put forward our own opinions,
but tried to make the Word of God our only
weapon. We each kept a Bible in our desks, and
always made use of it when we could. As far as
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possible we made it a rule never to argue, and only

garden at recew timM. Being only a day «*ool.uch time, were Iimit«l, but our talk, were often
supplemented by letters, or by inviting the girls to

tUr^u °"* **™"y "«" "« "« «ith at

wanted them, and my special friend and I decided

wvfc""^ J.,"""
'*'" Testament always aboutw th us. We would have preferred a whole BiWe,

but for a girl's pocket this was too bulky
Tinding this habit of carrying God's Word ofg«at help to ourselves, both for our own reading

at odd minutes, and especially i„ doing personal

^A« Testament League.' Every member was

^^^ I tZ^^'
''"y " Testament about with

her. and a chaUenge was instituted. If a memberof the League meeting another pulled out her Testa-ment, the other was obliged to produce hers inrjply to the challenge. In this wly we ke^^hoAer up to the marie Eveor member was^so tx-
pected to read a portion of the Bible (Old or NewTesumen.) eveiy day. and as at that time t^
membership was restricted to Christians, each was

!»!

IM
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expected to work definitely in trying to lead others
to Christ

"Immediately the plan was found to be a great
strength and help to our little band of Christian
girls, who became enthusiastic members, and were
thus drawn more closely together. My special
friend and I, who were the Secretaries, sent out
a quarterly letter, and occasional meetings were
held at our homes, to which members of the League
invited the giris in whom they were specially inter-
ested. During the few years that we remained at
the High School the League grew to nearly sixty
members. It is a great joy sometimes to meet un-
expectedly a fellow-member of the old High School
Pocket Testament League. Just recently when
traveling through Japan I met one of than, now
the wife of a missionary.

"It is a wonderful encouragement to know that
the plan so quietly begun in the school days should
have been used by God as a means of spreading
His Word broadcast over the worid; and in mak-
ing it more loved, more widely read, and more
definitely used as the weapon of soul-winning."
The pledge of the present movement is as fol-

lows:—'7 hereby accept membership in the Pocket
Testament League by making it the rule of my life
to read at least one chapter in the Bible each day,
and to carry a Testament or Bible with me wherevn'
I go*'

The organization is for men, women and chil-
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dren, of any age, dau or nationality. It holds the
•ame attraction for the native recently reclaimed
from savagery in the Fiji Islands, as for the Uni-
versity graduate in a western seat of learning. One
of the most interesting members of the League is
Miss Fanny Crosby, the honored hyrnn-write* who
recently celebrated her ninetieth birthday. One of
the youngest members was Dr. J. Wilbur Chap-
nian s little son. Hamilton, who joined the League
before he could read, and listened eageriy as his
nurse read a chapter each evening.

enthusiastic members of the movement^repSlice-

rnd
""^ P'«»^^«»'.«>Wiers and evangelists. Slorsand professors, railway men and business men

isteTJT ^"? """"^^ °' professions, journal
ists. singers, writers; poor and r h. people of hi£h
social standing as well as dwellere feW ft
IS hard to state whether it has aroused the keem^
intej^t in England or America, Ta^^
^tn^, m Japan or Korea. Because it is .imply a

versa] as the human race.



CHAPTER 11.

THE TRANSFORMING POWER OF THE
WORD.

S^l^M T^i '*• «^»**'* «»at a <» «• world
through lutt." //. prtar, i^ 4^

There is no alchemy in the world like the Word
of God. It transforms and transfigures, beauti-
fies and glorifies every life it touches.
The aim of the Pocket Testament League is to

exalt God's Word, and to show to the modem world
that the Book of Books is the secret of aU successm individual and national life.

The writer's experience in connection with the
League is but one of thousands illustrating the
power of the Word. Six years ago I went from
Chicago to England to take part in the work of
the Torrey-Alexander Missions. It was at Bolton
that I first saw the mission meetings. One evening
after the sermon was over and personal work was
bemg done in all parts of the building, Mr. Alex-
ander called me to him, and told me to take my
Bible and go down and lead someone to Christ.

Let me confess that this was a difficult task,

•
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although HAom not have beenwJnvJBrofmr

» . «im of God. I w„ in «« h.bit o7««Z[
work. But there were two thing, I had failed to

•nd had faded to i^ealc to .tnmgen ai wdl a. ^vown mtimate friends about de6nJtely uZZpn* a. their perwnal Saviour. I iedT«S

ri^»^* ^"'•' """ ' »'«»Kht that wa. allnght for an evangelirt. but never imagined it aece-"ly for an ordinary Chriatian.
^^^

When Mr. Alexander urged me to ensase hiP^ worfc night after night in then^ ."

Boltai, It appeared a hard undertaldng. I had

Witt ftem, and final., a. one after another nid

fflM^ *^'' "^ °"^ " '"eir Saviour itfined me with a strange and wonderful joy I°^*° '^ » ""^ """ing in the Christian life,«d to realize the duty of eveor Christian to oh.;O^nsts command to become "fishers of men."

{»^J,Z, ^"^""'"^ wa. so great that I «xm

rewval meetings, but on the streets, m stieei^
and where\a I went
ftwa. during the Toney-Alexander Mission b,

Lwetpool a few weeks later that I heard one of
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ttj eoowt^ Mr. Ted Roberu. giv. . tmOmony,

« u fT!!_"* • "^ J^ fcr the Word of God

2JJ^A* ?J"^*"**
"^^ P^jrlng for hi. converw

Sw^tklr "° *****' ^^^ '**' **'•

th.^^ ?L!I^*^ ^ •ccomptny hit wife to

h!ii ^S5[;iy?^f "^"« •* *^ PhiUuirmonic
HtU. Wh«i they drew new to the building they

Tuniing to hit cooiptnion. Mr. Roberto uid, "Wife,ooyou think I am going to crush through this

Roberto .dd If it had been a cmrii at a prize fighthe would have forced hii wty through it with The
bert of them. But Mri. Roberts replied. "Ted.
you hav« promised me. and you must come." At
tength they got inside the building, but Mr. Rob-
erto did not yield to the influence of either the
•inging or the sermon. (Sod's Spirit, however, be-
gin to woric with him.
A day or two later he greatly astonished his wifeby «y«ng that he believed he would go down to

anoUjer of the meetings. As he drew near to the
budding he declared that God's Spirit was striving
•o mightily with him that he would have wait^
a day and a half instead of an hour and a half if
necessary in order to get inside,
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V

At length he secured an entrance, and once more

nothing seemed to impress him until the audience

began to sing that wbnderful hymn, "When I Sur-

vey the Wondrous Cross." When they came to

that matchless third verse:

"See from His head, His hands. His feet.

Sorrow and love flow mingled down.

Did e'er such love and sorrow meet.

Or thorns compose so rich a crown r

Mr. Roberts said that he bowed his head in front

of him, and cried like a child. It was the vision

of Jesus suffering on the Cross for his sins that

had conquered. He went to the front and said to

the man that dealt with him. "Sir, do you know

I have seen more of that Book in the last five

minutes than in the past fifteen years." He found

Christ that night, and became one of the most

enthusiastic Christian workers in Liverpool, and

has remained such until this day.

It was a year later, during the Torrey-Alexan-

der Mission in Tournament Hall that I heard Mr.

Roberts give his testimony. As he concluded he

said, "Friends, I want to tell you, whenever I

change my coat I change my Bible; I always carry

it xoith me.*' As Mr. Roberts uttered that sentence

it sank deep into my soul. I felt ashamed of my-

self. I had been a Christian nearly all my life,

and had been trying to win others to Christ, but I

did not always carry a Testament or a Bible about

: I

!
\-
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with me. I determined that with God's help I
would henceforth carry a Testament or Bible with
me wherever I went I began the practice, and it

was such a great blessing that I commenced to carry
my own Bible in one pocket, and in another to carry
an extra Gospel or Testament to give to someone
else.

Just at this time Mrs. Alexander told me the
story of how she had started the Pocket Testament
League in Birmingham in her school-days. The
plan impressed me greatly. I decided that when I
gave a Testament to a person it should be given on
the two conditions that they carry it with them,
and read at least one chapter each day, and thus
jom the League. I discovered that to give a per-
son God's Word when urging them to accept Christ
doubles the effectiveness of personal work, and
makes it a constant delight instead of something
to be dreaded.

*

The transforming power of the Word of God
was realized more fully every day as I continued
giving away Testaments. While Mr. Alexander
was making his second tour round the world I
spent a number of months in America. At this
time an invitation came from Dr. George W.
Bailey, afterwards president of the Worid's Sun-
day School Association, to attend, with my mother,
the Worid's Sunday School Convention at Rome,
Italy, m May, 1907. Before beginning the journey
the idea came to me that it would be an excellent
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plan to distribute Testaments and Gospels all along

the way from Chicago to Rome and bade Through

the generosity of friends 5,000 Gospels and some

hundreds of Testaments were purchased. The plan

was put into operation from the beginning to the

end of the tour. The first Gospel given away was

to the conductor of the street-car in Chicago, with

whom I rode en route to the station. I v/ell re-

member that as I stepped off his car opposite the

city hall there rang out upon the night air the some-

what unusua! farewell from a street<ar man, ''God

bless you on your journey." It was an auspicious

beginning. Thereafter Gospels and Testaments

were given out freely to railway men and passen-

gers while traveling to New York; to steerage and

other passengers on the specially chartered ship,

the "Neckar," on which we crossed the Atlantic

Ocean to Italy; and to all sorts and conditions of

people in Italy and Europe.

In Italy, Gospels in Italian, French, German and

Spanish were purchased, and were given to hotel

people, guides, carriage drivers, railway people,

tram-car men—everyone. In each country I en-

deavored to learn one or two simple phrases of the

language, such as "Bitte, tragen Sie das uberall mit

in der Tasche, und Icsc Sie es jeden Tag,** meaning

"Carry this about with you in your pocket and

read it each day." Naturally I had no means of

ascertaining what harvest came from this seed-

sowing, but I know well the effect upon myself of
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•fc" letvta, , t«a of Te«ament. «a Govd.™°^^- J!J°""*^ "»W of the wh^^Mmey. I dncovered that to give away God'a

«^^-^ B'nwngharo, - ^ries of incident oc~r«d which revealed to me a. never before the^ of God'. Word to lead^ i„^ 4«l^

^i^r^L^oSiCxr^

ri^^'^''^*'"''«*'«r at first RnaUy

w"^ ff«=>«t «»urage to talk aboat the Lord

l^J^ f^fy I was astonfahed to »ee atear ghrtemng m the coiwable's eye. I thought tomm_^ man h in crne« about thi.X^°
ftwently I *owed bm a «nall illustrated Testa-S J^" u

*°^ «'''* '' «<' ""i" « h* would

He agr^d. and jo.n«l the Lague. A month passed.

r«i w- ^^*' **» conducting a meeting in a^ "'""» H»n « which IZ p^^bL^nar the door dressed in plain clothes sat that sameP^K««»n. Wh« the invitation to accept Christ was

S^ ^tHa^J^
first man to respond, and with

Chrat » took a good deal of courage, becatue
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mott of the others were young people. He turned

around and faced the audience, and in company

with the others rang out the declaration, "I accept

Jesus as my Saviour, my Lord, and my King." He

was such a big stalwart man—Mr. Alexander was

not aware that he was a policeman—that the Gospel

singer turned to him and said, "Brother, I do not

usually ask this, but I would like to know what it

was that led you to become a Christian." The

policeman answered at once, "It was a little Testa-

ment given me on the street a month ago."

Finding that one little Testament had led one big

policeman to Christ I determined to give a Teste-

ment to each policeman in the station, so for once

I kept after the policemen instead of their keeping

after roe! They all accepted the books, and nearly

everyone joined the Pocket Testament League. They

began reading and carrying the books with great

enthusiasm. As I met them upon the street day

after day, I asked them how they were getting along

with their reading, and they would pull out the

Testament and show me how far they had read,

in five months eight of them confessed Christ as

their own personal Saviour, and a little later five

of them joined the church. It was not due to my

words, but to God's Word. "My word," saith the

Lord, "shall not return unto me void." It was a

genuine revival that transformed the atmosphere

of the police station.

It 80 happened that just at the time when the
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P**MwPW in tills station were busily engaged in
reading and carrying their Testaments, a new con-
stable came to the station. He began to make fun
of the men for reading God's Word and carrying
about with them the little Testaments. He espe-
daUy ridiculed the first man who had confessed
Christ. But gradually love and prayer comjuered.
The constable joined the Testament League him-
self, and af '«igth accepted Christ as his personal
Saviour. Eight months later, when I returned to
England from America, I met this policeman upon
the street one Sunday evening. His face was radiant
as he told me how he had read the entire Testa-
ment through, and had then reached Exodus in the
Old Testament. About two years later upon re-
turning to England again, this policeman told me
eagerly how he had read the whole Bible through,
how he had been looking after the Pocket Testa-
ment League at the police station, and how, with
God's help, he would endeavor to start family pray-
ers in his home.

But of all the policemen in that station no one
has made better progress in the Christian life than
the first man who publicly confessed Christ at the
little mission hall. A few months ago while in
Korea, I received a beautiful letter from this police-
man, in which he said: "No doubt you will think
I huve forgotten all about you, but I shall never
forget your kindness to me. I met you in Edgbas-
ton Road on the 22nd Ckrtober, 1907. Praise God
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lor that meeting. I have been a teetotaler two

yean this day. Thank God for the happiness He

has given me. I have just finished reading the New

Testament through again. I think this makes the

fifth time I have read it through since you gave it

to roe, and the Old Testament I have read through

once. The more I read of it the more I want to

read. I am attending the Congregational Church."

Not long ago Mr. and Mrs. Alexander and Miss

Cadbury entertained the pcHcemen of the two sta-

tions nearest their home in Birmingham, England.

Twenty-five policemen were present. It was found

that fifteen of the men were already members of

the Pocket Testament League, while the other ten

enlisted and were presented with Testaments. Be-

fore the evening was over, the wife of the police-

man who had been the first to confess Christ, told

Mrs. Alexander she would accept Him as her per-

sonal Saviour.

In one of those stations today every policeman is

a member of the Pocket Testament League; eight

constables have joined the church; and three others

recently confessed Christ It all began with the gift

of a Testament

f".

"Id
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CHAPTER III.

LAUNCHING THE LEAGUE IN AMERICA.

,11^!^^ *** *^"^ "^ mavatUm and tkt HMtrd of thtBfMt »M<* i» iU Wordof Ood." Eph. €. 17.

In March, 1908. Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman and
Mr. Charles M. Alexander united for evangelistic
•ervices throughout the world as the Lord might
direct Bcause of his association with Dwight L.
Moody, and in connection with his pastorates in
Albany, Philadelphia and New York, as well as
through his successful simultaneous missions in the
leadmg cities of the country. Dr. Chapman had been
recognized for years as an evangelistic leader in
the Umted States. Mr. Alexander, after a pro-
longed association with Dr. R. A. Torrey, and after
journeying twice ound the world, had become
known everywhere as a marvelous leader of sacred
song. Their coming together for evangelistic mis-
sions was the commencement of a great work for
God both m America and in foreign lands.

• SuT*f t**?!^"*^
^^ Chapman-Alexander Mission

in Philadelphia m the spring of 1908 that the Pocket
lestament League was made a world-wide move-
ment For years Mr. Alexander had watched with

19
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keen interctt the far-reaching resulu which had

come from the quiet working of the League in Eng-

land. It was now felt that the time had come to

make the plan an international movement. During

the Philadelphia mission Dr. Chapman called to-

gether the evangelists cooperating in the campaign,

and one afternoon on the platform of the Academy

of Music the movement was heartily endorsed and

started on its world-wide career. A few days later

the League was formally launched by Dr. Chapmau

and Mr. Alexander at a meeting, which was at-

tended by prominent Christian leaders and by repre-

sentatives of the secular and religious press.

The movement found instant favour. Press and

pulpit alike hailed the plan as one fraught with

great possibilities for the advancement of God's

Kingdom. During the past two years and a half

the League has been introduced into England, the

United States, Canada, the Hawaiian Islands, the

Fiji Islands, the New Hebrides, Australia, New

Zealand, Tasmania, the Philippine Islands, China,

Japan and Korea; and fully 100,000 members have

been secured throughout the worid.

Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman is convinced that the

League will help greatly in bringing about a world-

wide revival. He says:

"I am sure that the influence of the Pocket Testa-

ment League will be world-wide. I confidently be-

lieve that in a very short time we shall have a mil-

lion members; and if a million people would agree

i
i
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to read a chapter in the New Testament each day,
and put into their living the principles presented
in this best of aU books, we would, in a short time,
ha-e the whole world throbbing with the power of
a great revival To know the New Testament is

to know Jesus; to know Him is to be like Him.
To familiarize oneself with the New Testament
Scriptures is to learn the secret of victory over sin
and the power of holy living."

Mr. Alexander is equally enthusiastic over the
new plan. Shortly after it was launched he said
to the writer

:

"The Pocket Testament League is the strongest
move in the right direction I have seen in recent
years. I have been c stantly watching it for two
years, and praying about it. It is simple, and strikes
at the centre of things. My prayer is that it may
encircle the world. I am going to use every energy
I have to further the movement."
The American headquarters of the League are

at 156 Fifth Avenue, New York City. The general
secretary is Dr. Parley E. Zartmann, who is also
an enthusias

; regarding the value of the movement
for devclopmg individual character and in pro-
moting the Kingdom. Dr. Zartmann says; "Evan-
gelists, pastors and laymen In all parts of the coun-
try are securing members for the League and giving
away New Testaments. An oft-opened Bible means
clearer vision, s».-onger faith, prevailing prayer,
deeper devotion, consistent living, more loving and

i
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loyal tervke to Him whose face ihinet out from

every pace of the old Book.''

Juit at the time of the launchinf of the League

in Philadelphia, an incident occurred within a few

yards of Hotel Lincoln which demonstrated the

adaptability of the movement to people of every sort

and condition. One day while passing along the

street in Philadelphia I saw a miserable-looking ob-

ject squatted down on the side-walk. He was a

beggar with one leg gone, one hand crumpled up,

and his figure unkempt through drink. His cap

was on his crutches before him for receiving alms.

As I passed by something seemed to say, "Here it

a man who needa salvation as much as anyone."

I went back and gave him a Gospel of St. John,

and asked him whether he was a Christian. "No,"

he replied, "I am no Christian." He appreciated the

little Gospel so much, however, that a day or two

later I gave him an entire New Testament He
agreed to read a chapter a day and carry it with

him.

Several days later I passed him, and his fact

was shining. I said, "Brother, what has happened

to you?" In reply he pulled out the little Gospel

which contained a decision card with the words

"I hereby accept Jesus Christ as my personal Sa-

viour, and will henceforth live for Him and publicly

confess Him," and said, "Look there. I have signed

my name, I have become a Christian," and so he

had.
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GnduiUy he told me hit life story. He Mid heM been one of the wont men in the city of Philt-

delphjt. He told how he h«l been in « hoepiul
for a week out of hit mind from the effecu of
hquor. He stated that for several days after heMi aoMpted Christ the appetite for Jrink was ter-
rible, but suddenly it left him. Now he did not
know what was the matter with him; he was so
happy he wanted to sing hymns all the day long.A short time later the new convert went to a bi£
mttting conducted by Dr. Chapman and Mr. Alex-
ander at the Baptist Temple on Broad Street At
the conclusion of the meeting an inviution was
glv«j for testimony. Presently the lame beggar
hobWed up to the fro-^ on his crutches, turned
round and faced the a lience. and began to roll
out m such an eloquent way what the Lord had done

•?lfJ^' ^' ^'' A»««nd«»- in his genial way,
«id. Hold on. brother. If you keep on like that
Dr. Chapman will lose his job!" The man's soul
was full of joy because he had been saturating his
mind with God's Word. He sat out in the park
for five hours and scarcely moved until he had read
100 chapters. In three days he read the entire New
Testament.

During the weeks and months following the Mis-
sion the one-time beggar. Mr. T. C L. Drakeley.
wrote me constantly, telling me how he was wit-
nessmg for Christ, and the joy he found in reading
the Bible. When I left New York 'Dr Australia I

ij
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went by wty of Phitodelphit. ctptdMXiy to we Wm.

He met mi In the mUway iUtion. and hii fice wm

radiant at he laid, "I wn the happiert man under thii

roof thif afternoon." He went on to tell me how he

was going about the city working for God, and then

I aiked. "How about the little Testament? How

many timet have you read it through the la»t year?

He replied, "After lunch today I finished readmg

it through for the twenty-seventh time/*—and it

was still three days less than a year since he had

received it. It was little wonder that he had power

to witness for Christ. His whMe soul was satu-

rated with the word of Life.

The simplicity and practicability of the League

made it appeal strongly and immediately to busy

people, such as business men, newspaper men, pro-

fessional men, ministers, evangelists, and railway

and street car men. It is surprising to notice

the interest displayed by the railway men in the

League. During a journey of one thousand vcakM

from Vermont to Chicago made by the writer,

twenty-one railroad men joined the League, includ-

ing three conductors, five brakemen. porters, dining

car waiters, and the engineer and fireman on the

Lake Shore Limited.

On another journey from New Yoric to Indiana,

seventeen railroad men joined, and a brakeman and

a passenger accepted Christ as their Saviour. While

going from Cincinnati to Chicago I gave a Testa-

ment to a Pullman porter. Nine months later I



mrtMm in Rkhmond. Vlffinli. Ht told me be luui
rewl the Tcttament through thite timet, and had
given thirty-two away to others.
Uprn one occasion while passing through the

Pftiifi.,ivania railway sution in New York I gave
« Testament to a porter, who as usual promised
to «rry it with him and read a chapter each day.
Kght months later at the conclusion of a Chapman-
Alexander meeting in the Metropoliten Opera
House, New York, a number of the mission party
were passing through the same railway sUtion. It
was almost midnight Several porters were assist-
ing with the baggage. Suddenly I seemed to rec-
ogmxe one of them, and said, "Arc you not the
mtn to whom I gave a Testament some time ago?"
P-iilK ^ the little book out of his pocket he an-
swered, "Yes, and here it is." "Has it done you
•nygoodriasked. "WeU," he replied, "it has done
me this much good. Since you gave it to me I have
joined the church, and now I am an Elder in the
church." The man established family prayers in
his home, and frequently when passing through the
stetion I see him, and he tells me of the joy that
he finds in serving God and trying to win others
to his new-found Master. It aU came about from
the gift of a New Testament.
From the first the movement has appealed

strongly to ministers, evangelists and Christian
workers of all kinds. In the summer of 1908 at
the Winona BiUe Conference, conducted by Dr

m
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Chapman, the origin of the Pocket Testament

League was reUted by Mrs. Alexander to a large

audience of evarielists, ministers, missionaries and

Christian workers. At the conclusion of the service

cards of membership were passed, and Gipsy Smith,

the well-known evangelist, who was seated on the

platform, was the first to join the movement. Rev.

W. H. Hubbard, D.D., of Auburn, New York, was

so intere5tcd that he said he wanted to purchase

hundreds of Testaments for the prisoners in the

Sute penitentiary there. Later Dr. Hubbard gave

Testaments to five hundred students in Berea Col-

lege, Kentucky, who joined the League.

Near the close of 1908 it was my privilege to

accompany Dr. Chapman in a tour he was making

of the theological seminaries of the Presbyterian

Church. Most of the students in these theological

training schools enthusiastically joined the League.

At Omaha Seminary at the conclusion of an address

on the League one of the students arose and asked

if he might say a few words about the power of

God's Word to lead people to Christ. He told

how he had formerly been a prize fighter, but

had found Christ and was now studying for the

ministry. During one of his vacations he had

charge of a little church. He said he knew he

could not preach well, so he determined to give the

people God's Word. After three months of hard

work he had saved up fifteen dollars. With this

he purchased New Testaments, and presented one

i"



It'

e

tl

e

1*

«'

\r,

IS

le

vt

A-

to

«g

an

:al

le.

»s

:ed

of

>ld

3Ut

the

tad

he

the

ltd

;his

one



t

Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman and Mr. Charles M. Alexander, who
launched the Pocket Testament League as a world-wide

movement at Philadelphia in 1908.
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to each member of the church, and each acfaolar of
the Sunday School. The result was that in six
months the membership of the church was trebled.
The League was made a prominent feature of the

great Chapman-Alexander Mission in Boston.
Mass., in the spring of 1909. It was enthusiastically
received by all classes. At a huge meeting for men
orly, conducted by the evangelists one Sunday after-
noon at Mechanics' Hall, the movement was briefly
outlmed, and in fifteen minutes one thousand seven
hundred men had signed their names to the mem-
bership cards. The agent of the Massachusetts
BiWe Society said that as the result of the Mission
and the League the demand for Bibles and Testa-
ments was so great that they were sometin.es com-
pelled to work until late at night to execute the
orders for God's Word.
During the Mission the Boston newspapers de-

voted whole pages to recording the progress of
the great revival which swept the city under the
leadership of Dr. Chapman and Mr. Alexander.
The newspaper men and women became so inter-
ested in the League that twenty-four of them signed
«rds of membership. They also presented pocket
Bibles to the evangelists to carry around the world
with them.

It is a striking fact that the Pocket Testament
League has appealed peculiarly to newspaper people
everywhere. In Columbus. Ohio, eight newspaper
men joined in three days, including three dty edi-

I ii



I

14-;.

I

i

m1*

21 Tht Podnt TwtMMBt

tort. A prominent newipaper woman on the ft^

of one of the leading New York daiUes jomedthe

League over a year ago, and recently wrote a b^u-

tiful letter telling of the help it had been m her

daily Ufe. She •aid:

"No one thing has ever made a greater differ^

ence in my life. Last month I finished readmg

through the New Testament and the Psaims. Now

I am reading right through again. Md wh«i I

have finished I wiU start over again. The reading

keeps me familiar with Holy Writ, and the carry-

ing the littie volome does a great deal to k««P™J

on the straight and narrow way. It is a good

talisman. The little Testament is now worn with

being carried and read. Ever since I joined it has

traveled about with me in my hand bag. Wher-

ever I go the Testament goes. Except when some

extraordinary thing has come up. I have never

missed a day in reading a chapter. Before Ais I

was supposed to read a portkm of the Scripture

every night But like lots of other things that you

do not set down in black and white, I did not do it

My eyes hurt me; I was too sleepy, or a hundred

and one other excuses came up. But now I read

as regularly as I cat my breakfast, and more

rMnilarly." , _

Business men as weU as others find the lf»g«« »

great blessing. One day in New York City Dr.

Chapman gave a Uttle Testament to one of the man-
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ttn of . bj( merontjle citoblulmiene <m Braid-

^,\,^ "T.
"°^ httr be told Dr. Cl«p„»„

ft« *. r«d«g «rf c«^ of the little T^n»« »»d been one of the met bdpfyl tbinn tbathad ever come into hi* life
^^^

Tie m^ement ii ideilly «hpted to SundaySAool.. Boy. ™d girb become i^thnriiT^
^•""S

»*<»•« over the pUn. In a few wed^on"Sunday School in Braoklyn oiralhd al«^^
S". *°: ^L?^ A BrooklynlLL^

Wk^ about the mov«w,t wherever Ae went, andmteMtt»n a j^r »d a half Ae «cu«d ov^ ;oo

b«> «P««Ily pramot«J by the EvangeH,tic Com-

«*™o«y of an. Committee ^nUh,JrTZ
iSi^*u ^ **'*™''^ thraughout the lengthand breadth of the land.

*^

naps no more mterating member than a IMe"ona" in Bridgeport, Con»«aicut lS i, Mfal^y 0»,by, the hymn-writer who*!^"'"
ho««hoId word throughout the «,ti,e woX Sh^
" °T ":~2 y"" »* age, and blind. She gMyjomed the Pocket Testament League. aS
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cmr h» T«l«»«.t rt»»t with 1-f.J^JJ*^
letter Miu CtoAy. who it a* 3*«»« "VST^*
girl. »y.: "Who, gotog «.t I e*^ *ta

bleMing to othen a. weU M to my«elf. God jpeed

it on it> glorioot mi-ion is "V «»"«'J^'^ ^
In Canada as well as to the United Stttes. tBe

League quickly foond favor. During the Ctapman-

Aleimder Mission in OriUia. . ^'^f^'^^
the population joined the League. One boy "ecured

S^'S^b.rs ii a ri»rt period. ^^r^.X
ardent advocaU of the n»v«ment •»<>"»*» *«

wdl-known minster and ««*<"• °r-^*"^^
Gordon, of Winnipeg, who, as R«>I* 5°"~r;.

"

iLm an over the world through h.s thnlhng

books of reUgious fiction. Dr. Gordon wascooper-

Sin the PhiladelphU Mission of Dr. Chapnm.

.ndMr. Alexander when the League *?» """"^^

a»l he inunediately became an ««*'»'»«."T '"

posribilities in Christian service. He stated thM he

^siderri it the best mrthod of Personal vmric he

he had ever seen. Later, he wrote saymg that he

thought it the best method of promoting he study

of (Li's Word. He purchas«l 4vooo .tetratrf

Testaments for use in personal work, and m pro-

moting the League in Canada. _,
For travelers Ae League offers an idalm^

of personal woric When setting out from N«r

YoA to accanpany Dr. Chapman and Mr. Alex-

i
'
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•nder on their journey to Auttralia, the writer
thought it would be interesting and helpful to fee
how many railway men would join the League dur-
ing the long railway journey through the United
States and Canada to Vancouver. Everywhere
along the way they were most responiivc. Singly
and in little groups they eagerly enlisted when the
plan was explained. At one point in the journey
the engineer and fireman of the trans-continental
train both joined, and were so pleased that they
gave the writer a ride on the engine. When Van-
couver was reached it was found that a total of one
hundred and seven members had been secured, in-
cluding ten conductors and five engineers.

In thus giving away God's Word when traveling
one meets with most interesting experiences. On
one occasion the conductor of a New York Central
train joined the League, and I found that years ago
he had been a member of Dr. Chapman's church
in Albany. About a year later, when in the Orient,
I received the following letter:

"It affords me the greatest pleasure to recall the
little incident that happened on the train coming
east between Syracuse and Albany just one year
ago today. I have read the Testament thoroughly,
and like it very much. At the time you gave me
the Testament you said you would be glad to hear
from me one year later. You see I have kept my
word. * * '»

I;
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CHAPTER IV.

SPREADING THE WORD IN AUSTRALIA.

The Pocket Teitainent League wm introduced

into Australia during the viMt of the Chapman-

Alexander MiMion Party to the Commonwealth in

the spring and su^pmer of 1909. The idea seemed

to take the country by storm. The movement

spread like wildfire throughout Melbourne, Syd-

ney, Brisbane, AdeUude and other cities. Minister!

and Christian woricers of all denominations hailed

the plan as the very thing that had been needed

to bufld up Christians in the faith and win the

misaved to Christ Some idea of the sweep of

the movement may be gained from the fact

that before the Mission party went to Australia

35,000 special League Testaments were shipped

from London to Melbourne. Within a few weeks

these had been exhausted, and orders cabled to

London for 40,000 more, to endeavour to cope with

the increasing demand.

A few days after readung Melbourne I went into

a book store and asked about the sale of New Testa-

ments. The bookseller replied that it was about

the poorest selling stock they had in the shop, for
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Ultra WM Mafctlj any demand in thow dayt lor
Ntw Tctttmnts. Yet befora the clow of the Chap-
nan-Atoandtr MlMkm b Ifdbonrne ao graat waa
the interait created in reading and carrying God's
Word that 14,000 League Teetamenti alone were
•oM and diitriboted, in addition to brge nwnbert
of other Biblet and Teetamenti of an aortt. It was
in Auitralia that a new phaie of the work wai in-
augurated. It consiited in the eitabliihing hi each
church of a local secretary to promote the move-
ment among the members of the congregation, the
young people's societies, and other organisations,
and in the Sunday School

Probably the most signal victory of the League
in the dty of Melbourne was in connection with the
tramway men. A number of them having joined
the League through personal invitation, it was sug-
gested that a meeting for tramway men and police-
men be held at the Y. M. C A. An enthusiastic
gathering was held, and most of the tramway men
present joined the League. Mr. J. A. CafSn. one
of the district superintendents of the tramway com-
pany, consented to act as general secretory, and the
movement grew by leaps and bounds. Later on a
um'que rule was adopted. It was agreed that if any
one of a group of men was found without his
Testoment. whether on or off duty, he would have
to pay a fine sufficient to buy another Testament
to give away. Through the untiring energy of Mr.
Cafiin and the members themselves, in a short time

ii
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3«) Liifiit ««*«» were enrolled iinoog tht t«»»

way men of lifelboanie.

The moit intercidng menter of the Lcegoe m
Melbottrne ii MIm H. R. Higgens, an invalid woman

whoee name it known and loved in many landi.

Although the is a great tofferer her room it always

fuUoftonthine. Indeed, the it known at the •*Sun-

•hine invalid." For ten yeart Mitt Higgent hat

not left her roont One after another both armt

•nd both linibt have had to be amputated, and her

hdplett condition n^y thut be eatiiy realised. Upon

the ttump of one arm. however, Mia Higgent hat

had an arrangement made capable of holding and

manipulating a fountain pen, with which the writet

Scripture vertet and beautiful lettert. Some tin*

ago the alto k>tt her voice; to that now she can

only tpeak to people by writing or pointing to the

lettert of the aVihabet, which are printed on a board

before her t ' ewhat like the keyboard of a type-

' writer.

Mitt Higgent became an enthutiattic ttMsmer of

the Pocket Tettament League, but wat not tadtfied

with joining hertelf. Although the hat lott her

voice and all her limbt the tet to woric to get othert

to join, and hat thut far tecured over a hundred

membert. In a recent letter the said

:

"I wat very pleased to hear fom you, and to

hear of the good work done. "There hath not failed

one word of all His good promises I God IS love/

You prove this as you travel and work, and I prove
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ft ts I lie on iny couch, day after day and year
after year, and we both thank our dear Heavenly
Father and Lord, and praise Him for all His love
and care. I have got one hundred and six members
tojoin, and encouraged a few to try and get mem-
hers. I have not sold very many Testaments, but
have given a good many to those who could not
get them. God has supplied all my need in such
loving ways, and although I am suffering much I
can truly say I am happy, and my blessings arc in-
numerable. Please give my love to your mother and
any members of the Mission party you may see.
I remember aU in prayer. With kindest regards,

''Your Friend, H. R. Higgens."

Jifshua 1, 5 : Nahum i, 7.

Probably the roost energeHc member in Mel-
bourne was a returned missionary from India, fa-
miliarly known as "Uttie Mother." She recognized
the Leigue at once as a most effective method of
soul-wmmng, and devoted herself night and day
to promoting it throughout the length and breadth
of the city. She procured a neat little basket in
whidi she carried a number of Testaments, and
on the streets and everywhere secured members
fmong deigymen, tramway men, newsboys, work-
ing girls and people of aU classes and conditions.
To some she sold Testaments, to others she gave
them away. Although a frail and delicate woman,
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in a few weeki she dispowd of a thouMod Terta-

In Sydney the League was received as enthusiasti-

cally as in Melbourne. About twenty thousand

League cards were distributed, and thousands of

New Testaments came into use during the period

of the Chapman-Alexander Mission. The move-

ment appealed to all classes and all ages. AUUie

policemen in one sution joined the League. One

Sunday morning at Central Mission Hall thirty-one

out of thirty-six blue-jackete from three warships

in the hartwur declared they would join the League

by reading a chapter a day and carrying a Testa-

ment with them. In a warehouse where there were

three hundred and fifty employes, more than two

hundred and fifty of them were enrolled.

As was the case in Melbourne, no dass of men

in Sydney joined the L-ague with greater entfiusi-

asm than the tramcar men. One morning Dr. Chap-

man and Mr. Alexander conducted a special serv-

ice for tramway men at the Y. M. C. A. Between

four hundred and five hundred were in attendance.

Mr. Alexander began the meeting by throwing out

into the audience scores of hymnbooks, revival ad-

dresses by Dr. Chapman, and other literature, which

the men scrambled for with great merriment. But

a few moments later the scene quiddy changed, and

under Mr. Alexander's magic touch the men were

eamestiy singing of Christ's redeeming grace. Wi«i

great power Dr. Chapman spoke to them of the

I*
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twful effects of sin, and then of the love of God.
When he gave the appeal over one hundred men
marched to the front to confess Christ as their
Saviour. It was such a thrilling sight to see the
men stream boldly to the front of the building to
pubUdy confess their faith that their comrades broke
into vigorous applause, and when the wonderful
scene was concluded they gave them three rousing
cheers. It was in many respects the most dramatic
anU soul-stirring scene of the entire Mission.

Just before the service concluded the Pocket
Testament League was briefly explained to the tram-
car men. Over two hundred of them then and there
joined the League, agreeing to read a chapter each
day and carry a Testament about with them wher-
ever they went. Each man was presented with a
small Testament, and a photograph was taken show-
ing the men holding their Testaments in their hi^ds.
There are today in Sydney about three hundred

tramway men who are members of the League.
Eighteen local secretaries have been appointed at
the various car bams to promote the movement
among the men. One of the local secretaries is a
depot master, who has five hundred men under his
control. Weekly Gospel services are held at the
Y. M. C. A., and at one of these the address was
given by Mr. T. R. Johnstone, Chief Commissioner
of Railways and Tramways for New South Wales,
who has under his direction more than fifteen thou-
sand men. He gladly joined the League, thus set-
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ting a ^lendid example for the railway and tram-

way men throughout New South Wales.

The general secretary of the Tramway Men's

Branch of the League in Sydney is Mr. C B. Har-

riott, a motorman, who, from the beginning, took

a keen interest in the work. Previous to the tram-

way men's meeting conducted by Dr. Chapman and

Mr. Alexander, he had enlisted about seventy of

his associates by direct personal effort.

Some of the most interesting members of the

League in the Sydney district were a grrup of

Australian aborigines, living in an encampment at

La Perouse, just outside the city. There were about

seventy or eighty natives in Uie encampment, and

fully one-third of them found Christ during the

month of the Chapman-Alexander Mission in Syd-

ney. Neariy half of the converts among the aborig-

ines were strong men, a number of whom had

formerly been vicious gamblers. The missionary in

charge declared that the change in them was so

wonderful that it seemed like a dream. Although

it is asserted that the Australian aborigine occupies

the lowest position in point of intelligence among

the races of mankind, yet these men seemed to be

as intelligent as some of the American Indians.

One morning when I visited the encampment they

were greatly interested in the Pocket Testament

League, and more than a score of them became

members.

During the mission in Adelaide it was my privi-

I i ji
I
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lege one morning to address the prisoners in the
Yatala Labor Prison. A considerable number of
the men enlisted. Eight months kiter I received
from one of them the following letter:

"You will probably remember when you visited
this prison I was one of the men who stood up and
declared their determination to serve Jesus. I am
still sticking to the faith and trying to keep my
promise. I am doing a long sentence, fifteen years.
It is a hard struggle at times to keep believing. I

sincerely hope that your mission is still prospering,
and will continue to do so, and that wherever you
go you will not foi^et the poor prisoners in the
gaols, because I think they need your help and pray-
ers more than others. I do hope sincerely that I

shall meet you again, both in this worid and in the
world to come. And my earnest prayer is our
farewell hymn at your visit here, 'God be with you
till we meet again.'

"

A few months after the Mission in Adelaide con-
cluded, Mr. R. H. White, who became president
of the Pocket Testament League for South Aus-
tralia, and who is manager of one of the largest

manufacturing establishments in that State, pre-
sented a copy of the New Testament to each of his

employees, thus setting an inspiring example to
other employers throughout the world.

During the Chapman-Alexander Missions in

Brisbane, Adelaide and Ballarat great numbers of
boys joined the League. Recently I received the
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foUowing letter from one of the ptiton reskUqg

near the dty:

"Since ]rou were with ui t group of New Testa-

ment League boys have gathered here every Friday

evening for the study of the Word and for prayer.

There is nothing formal in our gathering; the boys

are at home, and I am able to speak to them in a

conversational way, eliciting questions and an^^wers.

They are all loyal to the vow they took and read

their New Testament every day. The League

spreads. I was away in the Western district of Vic-

toria on Sunday last, and was pleased to learn that

several have joined there. I had an opportunity

to advocate it, for which I felt grateful"

One boy in Ballarat sat down and wrote half a

dozen letters to his friends, urging them to join

the League. He at length succeeded in inducing his

aunt and five cousins to enlist.

For a year following the Chapman-Alexander

Mission in Australia, two of the Mission party, the

Rev. W. P. Nicholson and Mr. J. Raymond Hem-
minger, remained in the Commonwealth conducting

missions throughout the country. Wherever they

went they vigorously promoted the League. During

their stay in Geelong large numbers were enrolled,

and Mr. Rupert Lowe, formerly Mr. Alexander's

secretary, became responsible for the movement in

that dty. Through the zeal of a Christian young

lady who worked in a large factory, a number of

the factory girls were led to join the League. The

! .
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and one hundred echolan who cany the Wofd of

God and read it daHy."

The League ii maldng splendid progrcM through-

out the Commonwealth, and six months after the

first member was secured Miss Ada M. Shum, the

enthusiastic gem^ral secretory for Australia, com-

piled the following extracto from letters she had

received:

"I wish I could reproduce the letters that come

from local secretories of the League, and from

members new and old. They make wonderfully

interesting reading, and bear abundant testimony

to the lasting value of the movement Almost every

post brings some news of new members, some story

of some one who has found help and blessing

through the daily study of his Testament or some

query from one who wishes to join the ranks. News

of the League penetrated to the farthest comer of

Australia and New Zealand, and queries ate con-

stantly arising from all sorts of unexpected places

and out-of-the-way places—places that, though the

writer has lived all her life in Australia, she did

not kndW were on the map.

"In both Sydney and Melbourne the tramway

men's Branches of the League are flourishing, and

the honorary secretory of the Melbourne Branch—

a

most business-like concern—^writes the following

note: The tramway section of the Pocket Testo-

ment League was formed on May 23rd, 1909, at

a service for tramway men and policemen heki at

i
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S!i7" 3?l5" ^ """* J'orty-one men joined.

Jhny nen bive decided to live for Chriit since
tteintiodtietionoftlii.blei«dwoik. Oth«, h^
(tf»« up taMt. of drinldng mrf «noldng «a At"e of b«l language since Joining tlie League; One~nwl»jm converted tlmMgi, ««Bng . littJe«*et Tettament is aving on the average eight-Mhnp

p^^, which used to be spa^drSc-
««Md2»bhng. A good weeldy meeting-has

bddat the toamwa, haH in the head office of the~^y. the free use of which and lightoig hasbe« kmdljr g™t«I us. At some of ti'^^
„,
^•!™« "«««"^ «*" ci«ted by member,

l.^J^ f^^*?*
-d. other to producea. Testament^ faUore for which involves a fineof soqww. whK* is paid into a fund to buy otheroop«s.»d so extorf the League. SofarWehave

W 1^'^^u *«•««•'«*«> f"e-wiU offer-

«i«^ « to pwvMe funds to purchue^
^r^ J- A- <i«n. Hoooruy Seci«tary.'

R. Trib*. Secretaty of the y. M. C A., the LeagueMi fiown apae^ and more than a fliousand BaHarat
J-opje have been enrolled. Mr. Tribe telU of a

^^J!l !^*T^^ boy, at which he was

S!!?l.**
"**' *y- He "Iced how many of

tliem belonged to the League, and at once a hon-

Si ,:ll
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dred and ninety-six boys produced their Tettaments

and held them aloft

"It is impossible to quote a fraction of the inter-

esting letters received, but this note from Miss An-

nie Balfour must be included: 'What has struck

me most in connection with the Pocket Testament

League has been the willingness, and in many cases

eagerness, with which people of all ages and classes

joined, and promised to carry out the two condi-

tions of reading and carrying the Word of God/

" 'One man whom I asked to join, thinking he

was not particularly interested in such things, sur-

prised me by agreeing at once and saying, "Oh yes,

I will join that. My mother always carried a Testa-

ment about with her." Two months afterwards I

asked him how he was getting on with it, and he

said: "Why, I wouldn't miss my chapter for any-

thing. I tackle it first thing in the morning, and it

helps me."
" *In one factory forty girls have joined, and they

say after a fortnight's trial that it has already

helped them. A young men's Bible CHass took it

up enthusiastically. In the church of which I am

secretary for the League, about a hundred and

twenty have joined, and one girl who works in a

dress-making establishment has induced sixteen of

her companions in the same business to join, and

they in turn are getting their brothers to beconw

members.
** *A country minister to whom I gave a pictorial

1 i
i,-
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Temment wrote me a few weeks afterwards, say-
»g U»t the Uttle Testament had gained sikte^

m»rAf°^ ^^'•. ^"""^"•t^Jy after the Cha^
man-Acxander Mission had dosed in BaUarat Iwas asked to start the League in the BaUarat or-
phanage. Seventy-six children over ten years of^e joined, and they picked up the chorus of "anyYour Bible With You" more quickly than I ha^
taiown anywhere else. The matron told us that
It would have done our hearts good to hear them
next morning at half-past six making the corridors

^511^1 J .^r" ^^ ^'^*" ^* ^^-^J** them.C^e little boy of eleven who joined through a friend
ofmine, says he does not stop at one chapter, but

^^
so interested that he often reads three or

In the South Sea Islands the movement has found
the same favour as elsewhere= The names of sixty
«n«nbers have recently been received from Pentecoi
Island, one of the New Hebrides group. The namesof some of these far-distant members are an inter-
esting canbmation of Scriptural and native termin-
ology. Some of them are Luke Tabyvaroo.Johmiy
Mileivo, Moses Tomasses, Martha Tabyrook. Sarah
Monysmigwool. Paul Mulatto. Timothy Tabycame
and Thomas Tumtum.

^^^

U^^r "^ "l"^^" '" ^^ ^^** ^^ Samoan
Mands; the wife of the mayor of Thursday Island
oecame secretary for the movement in that com-

m mjtzBt
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ntmhy; and tfaui the Pocket Tcttament League it

daily tpreading throughout the lands of the South-

era Cron.
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CHAPTER V.

SOWING THE SEED IN THE ORIENT.

J^^tJl^Lm^Z^ ^^^^f^^^fmv mouth: U*«» "ol niwn wrte m* void. Hi U tkaU oii^i^JIu^J^V,^

n^j[^ "^ interesting and significant feat-

^'.w^ .n»vement for reading and canyingGods Word IS the fact that the League arouwTthe^ enthusiasm in China, Japai^Kor^st
Western countriea.

ft wu during the tour of the Chapnan-AIexander

Attala, that the Leaguewu ertaUidied m . num-

Ajher M.M Bertha Brecteiridge, Mr. NonnanTh«n^ «ui the writer and hi, mother. Mr,. E.

The «*amer on which the jooniey to Hoog Kong

it-

1
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wat made was the "Kumano Mara" of the Nippon

Yuien Kaiiha line. The officers and crew, with

the exception of the captain, were Japanese. The

work of the League btg^n on the steamer before

we left the Australian coast Gospels and TesU-

ments in Japanese had been procured at Brisbane.

The Gospds were given out freely to the Japanese

crew, while the Testaments were given those who

would agree to join the League by reading a chap-

ter daily and carrying the little book about with

them wherever they went.

During the journey from Sydney to Hong Kong

forty of the passengets and crew were enrolled as

members of the League, thirty-three of them being

Japanese. Among the officers who joined were

the captain, the first officer, the purser, the doctor,

and the first, second and third engineers.

The most interesting of the Japanese who joined

the League was Nakai, the ship's barber. He was

greatly delighted with the gift of the Testament,

and spent hours daily reading it He was the

happiest member of the crew, and had the broadest

smile I have ever seen on a Japanese countenance.

Each day he could be seen with a Testament stick-

ing out of one pocket and a Gospel out of another.

The morning we reached Hong Kong he told me

with face all aglow that he had read the entire

New Testament, and as nearly as I could gather

from his broken English, he seemed to have defin-

itely accepted Christ as his personal Saviour. Eight

->i
1 .1
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monthf later he sent the loUowing interesting letter
from Seattle, Washington, U. S. A.:
"Dear Sir: How are you getting your health

in this climate? Excuse me that I was so idle to
send you some letter very often. Because I cannot
write English well as another man. Now I am
quite well as before as you know, and I must thank
you that you was so kind when you ride on *Ku-
mano Mam.' I could not forget about your kind-
ness after separate you. I changed my steamer to
the s. s. *Awa Maru.' If you so kind please send
me your kind letter to here after now. Then I am
veiy happy. Now I shall stop my 'ort letter here.
I shafl send you very often every time. Would you
kind please send my love to your friends. Good-
bye, yours sincerely friend, Nakai, Barixr."
The party only stopped for one day at the Philip-

pine Islands, but it was a day full of power and
blessing. A committee in Manilla with Rev. George
William Wright, president of Ellinwood Theologi-
cal Seminary, as chairman, had arranged a series
of meetings for missionaries, students, business
men, soldiers and the general public, throughout the
day. We were driven rapidly from one meeting-
place to another in automobiles. The League was
presented over and over again, and was heartily
received. Its permanence in the islands was insured
through Mr. Wright agreeing to act as general sec-
retary for the movement
At Hong Kong the League was presented at a

I
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nwetiof conducted by Dr. Chtpman and Mr. Alcx-
•nder In the Theatre Royal. Amonff thoee who en-
listed were a number of the minionaries who wiihed
to act at Mcretariei In their miision itations; tome
loldien from the Hong Kong barrado, and the com-
wander of a gunboat In the harbor, who not only
enlisted himself, but said that he would gUuOy pro-
mote the movement among his men.
One of the soldiers who joined the League that

mght had only recently become a Christian. He
wished to make his life count for God In China, and
felt the League presented the best form of service
he could render to his Master. He wiote to the
headquarters in Atuitralla to secure further mforma-
tion and League Cards, and set to work. Some
months later he sent to the Australian headquarters
a glowing account of the progress of the movement
among the soldiers.

"We have now a hundred and nine members In
this battalion, and a hundred and eighty-six out-
side, making altogether two hundred and ninety-
five, which I think is a good lot for the short time
since we started the League. We are able to get
Testaments from the British and Foreign BlUe So-
ciety, and every member has one. We hold a meet-
ing twice a week In the Soldiers' and Sailors' Home,
and a good many who do not belong to the League
attend the meetings. My friend and I got permis-
sion from the Colonel for the use of the gymnasium
haU In our barracks for other meetings. He asked
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Bo„^,. " "» I*MMi YoM, miljr. w. J.
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mde for the coning of the Ou^wnan-Alexaiider

pvty. During oar ten days' itay in the city no

IcM thin fifty meetingi were held for the mission-

mriei Mid for the Chinete. It was at one of the

meetings for the Chinese one Sunday afternoon at

the Martyrs' Memorial Hall that there occurred

one of the most thriUing scenes of the tour throu^

the Orient. The meeting was exclusively for Chi-

nese young men, and the hall was packed with seven

hundred sturdy and inteUigent men, large numbers

of them being students. God's Spirit was present

in great power. Under Mr. Alexander's leadership

they sang the Go^ hymns with great vigor, and

liftened with the dosctst attention to Dr. Chapman's

searching address on 'The Wind and the Whirl-

wind." When Dr. Chapman appealed to those who

would forsake an and definitely accept Christ as

their Saviour to come forward, a wonderful scene

foUowed. From all parts of the hall young men

arose and pressed their way to the front, filhng the

aisle for a considerable distance. The evangelist

called upon those who were yielding their lives to

God to kneel down, and fifty-three men, old and

young, knelt in public acknowledgment of their ac-

ceptance of Christ When Dr. Chapman further

caUed upon those who were confessing their faith

to say the two words "I will" in their own tongue,

the response which arose was the most thnlling

sound I heard during the journey through China.

Before the meeting closed each of these men joined



'^Ir^J'^r^ ^«"*' •»" •«" w^e p«.•«««d with copic of the New Tewamem.
Before the Chapnan-Alexander party left the citv

Nowhere in China did the League arouse greater

fc^r '^' ^"^'J' °' ** Centenary Con-ference Conmimee for the promotion of Bible ttudytl^hout the ChineM empire, became de^rto^
presjed w.th the po„ibiIi.ie. of the movenl^ Zquickenrng interest in the Word of God^ for•oul wnnmg throughout China. Mr. F. C. BioA-

Wt that the movement was just the one needed byfteyoungmenof China. Mr. Co^r and Mr. B™*^man accompamed the Mission party for some dT
ment with reUtion to China, and Mr. Cory fimUlrconsented to act a, general secreury for th^L^Z
*rough<».t the «jpire. Since th« Mr. Co^tJ
«heConfer«ce Committee have been vigorously
promoting the movement, which has met with *e
approval of the missionaries everywhere^

In an article in the Chinese "Recorder," a maea-«ne pjiblished in Shanghai for the miMto^
«.~«gho«. China. Mr. Co^r says: "ThereiZ^
to"it™"l:^" **;• •"" °' •"• °"""« Ch"-*
to Its great need. It needs the Bible-it needs to
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know God't Woird. In order to know it the Churcfi

mutt read the Bible and ttudjr it. There are nuiy

ways in which this can be accomplished, but there

is one way which has come to the attention of the

writer, and which is rapidly spreading in certain

portions of China. The Pocket Testament League

has a simple pledge

:

" 'I hereby accept membership in the Pocket Tes-

tament League by making it the rule of my life to

read at least one chapter in the Bible each day, and

to carry a Testament or Bible with me wherever

Iga'
"You will notice the pledge says, 1 will make

it the rule of my life.' ,The pledge has bean care-

fully worded, and it covers two very essential points

:

"( I ) Always having a Testament with yoo.

"(2) Reading at least one chapter every day.

"It will be seen at a glance that two tremendous

poinU are covered. First, that every individaal

Christian when he has a Bible with him will use it

This will mean the advancement of personal work,

one of the greatest needs of China. The second te

that they will read it The pledge k defeiitely to

that end, and thereby the great need of the Church

will be covered.

"Committees have been appointed and phms will

be formutoted for a wide-spread campaign throaf^

out China. One of the great things about ^is

movement is that it has received the unammous a^
proval of the Chinese wherever it has been presented.
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? "It* •»• °* """rtng that the en.

n^iiiSl!!?'" *'*'«'* ""y. •««*««. right-Mi ehfaonrtq, to hi, Bible. It i. the op3
!Sr A.^''"""^''*^*"

"ith whom^ coii:

tt« ttere wUl be . widMp««, „«,vement incS
^wSl! "•'«*'««» tl»t book the Bible."

^T**»?.«*« tour both in Au.tnUia uid

•T^^ir^~ »?«*" <" the Mi«ion party•" mow enthuuaitic in the promotion of the
5^*^Mr.R^C.Norto^ Before tovS

^t^-,^? • *•»" °' Testamem. «rf <i».
»*J^ooomrfe.Ion,th.o«ghootthejoa™ey. On
»*»«y tTM., on *««^ on the wreet.. i7ptace.o**2»«^ « »dl „ in the meeting,, he wL in-

•ny^f of Gad', Word.

h^Wmjg he met the Inep^tor Genoal of the

««*»• itnightforward prcMntation of the phn
fce w« led to link himMlf with theI^ He

among a dtMM. One morning Piwident H. H.
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Lcnrry.of the Pddnf Univeriity. •mnged for At

tmninritinn of the League to the •tudcoli; Mr.

Aksonder taught them the iMgBt hynm. "Cwrry

Your Bibte"; Mre. Akxinder told how the plan

had been origfaiated, aad when an opportunity wm
m^ta to the itudenU to join, ahnort afl who were

pment readUy enhtted. FoBowing our departure

from the city, the League waa vigorouily promoted

throi^kwl NorAern China by Mr. Cheng Chinry»»

who made one of the moit brilliant aeven-mtnutt

aJdmiea at the r«ant World-Miiiionary Confer^

ence at Edinburgh, and wti appwuted a member

of Ae Continuation Committee of the Conference.

The hit place where the League was preaeqtwl in

China waa in some respects the moat interesting.

U was to the sdioUurs in the CWna Inland Mission

Sdmrflor missionaries' children at Cheioo. Under

Mf. Alexander's direction the children quidily

leained the League hymn, and Mrs. Ak«nder a«d

odiers o^lahied the aim and objecU of t*»«o*^

sent There wwc naariy ^sm hundred cMdren

p«,«rt, who ca» fmm hmnes, not orfy in Ouna

but in other Earn

who i«i pmwt, ia**« » ««** *^

tries, Bgidriil ^Mir desim to read

Word d^fy. and taler on some ^sdrf Ti

wem sent to llw dkS^tta. Letters have a

fKilvcd fsam«e Prmcipi^«f the school ttlSufhwr

4riighled *e childRn were at receiving Aeir0^
t the mprcmsBt haamade tapid

I' M;
^ 3 :
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progreu in Qiina. One of the promoteri in Slnnf-
hti wrote tiat it wtt "spreiding like wikttie/'
Its limple conditinif of membership, and its mi-
versd appeal, wiU doubtless make it in the years to
come an effective agency in tlK evangeliiatioii of
that great empire.

h
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CHAPTER VL

CABRYING THE WORD IN KOREA AND
JAPAN.

4,19.

In Korea and Japan as in China the Leafue
found inrtant favor. From Chefoo the Chapman-
Alexander mianon pyirty went by the Japanese
•teamer "Sagami Maru" to ShimoaoMld, #» routt
to Iforia. On this steamer the power of God^
Word was demonstrated in a beartiful manner. One
day the Japanese pittser accepted a Kttle !few Testa-
ment, agreeing to meet the oonditioas involved.
Eariy one morning a day of two later he sat downm the dining saloon to have a ch» Iquiddy<fi».
covered that he was hnng«ring for a knowledge
of Christ as his penonal Saviour. John I: ij.
was quoted, showing how it is by a single act of
the wiH that we receive Christ, and thus have
power to become the sons of God. Thn referring
to Romans 9 and lo, I showed how, according to
God's plan, it is necessary, not only to believe in the



Wll

3f r





f 'I

Young women at Pven« v--. ^ ^^*^^^^^^^^^^HI
•nd hymn* b^JJ" tK''.iur„I«,

.^-V U^'r Te.U.„.„u
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<wt to amtm with dw nootb tht U>nl

JH-Jr d»*|j. u»,^ -Stat,JZSS
P»y.* ttOfa, God taw h. I»d Ut„ Mddnc th.

*««tjm fan of Joy om W, d«Woa, b« I wM
fc^L^J!!^'"''^''**^ *•*»*«>• Afar

a*M^»^^ "?"»»toth.roomo£on.o£

"time mm to do tht hum. Tke nm,^ JJjm.

»^i«». For fiv. day. th«, .nd Itter fa othero^^fa«c« WW hdd which th. mirtoMri^

ar. Ch.pn»n Md Mr. Afaander ud dt their

ttqr found m p,Op«, h, Ko«,. It w« . f^W to letra th«t fa, twenty*,, yetn i himA^i*»«nd «»».«. h.a been won, ^Sl.,^
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tian constituency of a quarter of a million had been

established. But the party were yet more surprised

when they learned that a few hours before their ar-

rival in Seoul the General Council of missionaries

representing the evangelical churches working in

Korea had unanimously agreed to pray and work

for a million believers during the ensuing year.

The missionaries were so impressed with the value

of the Pocket Testament League that a special meet-

ing of the General Council was called before the

close of the Chapman-Alexander visit, at which the

League was formally adopted as one of the effective

agencies to be used in the efforts to win Korea for

Christ. After some discussion they also endorsed

the plan of giving God's Word to the unsaved in

order to win them to Christ. Before this in Korea

the free distribution of Gospels and Testaments

by missionaries had been discouraged. But the sug-

gestion that the Korean Christians themselves should

give away Gospels individually to their unsaved

friends, with an appeal to become Christians, was

heartily accepted.

In Korea the missionaries work on a large scale.

The Bible Society Committee of the General Coun-

cil at once sent an order to Yokohama for a special

edition of three hundred thousand copies of St.

Mark's Gospel of convenient pocket size, to be sold

at one sen each (one-half cent American, or ^^6.

English currency)

.

Mr. Hugh Miller, agent of the British and For-
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General Co„„ i, •'Sh^'^! '" ''"'=' "^ '"^

Safety's committee ;*4l„,rr7! °' '"« «''"«

'or.hecirc„gr:
.
X^^^-^Hout Korea

"otest comers of ,he couMrj" ^.^ '"'° *« re-

this committee Dr ru,^ "" "1««st of
set the writer f,«fo?fr" '"" "^- ^'"""der
<"<» for three m^fts it » ' '° ^^ '" ""« ""'k.
through Korea byS^'ch^,' "//"r'"^ '° '"vei
iting a large number of A. ^

" "''"""^ *™". "V
out the land ' """""^ "^^^ns through-

The enthusiasm aroused was al>„„.. i.power of words to descril« ?h. ri?
^°"^ *•"=

where joined the Pockit T. .
'^''"'t'ans every.

Had pn.ctical,yl^m^S-t^r '°' '"'^
custom of the Korean Cl,r,w" u • ' "" ""'versal

Testament and 7^",^^?^^^""'''^*'"''
with them. th^zZk::::^' "'^ ='^«
large book hut fhof ^

Korean Testament is a
Th^ nuS teg fl rr^n'r^ '" ** '-«
»'«ng over the shoddeTwhife th °°f'

'"' ""» "
women carry their tZ' " ^* ^"'^ XOung
-na theirVe^ri^rrirth"^--'-'' "-^

them into the %h . The Kor^"
«""» '<> 'ead8t- ^"e Koreans are perhaps the
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poorest people in the Far East, yet out of their

poverty the Christians of that country purchased

half a million Gospels in five months in their heroic

efforts to win the unsaved to Christ. Not only

men and women, but boys and girls used their

meagre coins for this purpose. At Chunju and

Qwangju audiences of about 500 in a few moments

ordered five thousand Gospels each. The self-sac-

rifice involved in such liberality may be understood

when it is realized that the average wage of the

Korean is less than 15 cents, or seven-pence half-

penny, a day.

At the Bible Training classes where this plan of

circulating God's Word was explained, the enthusi-

asm and zeal displayed were even greater. At Taiku

a class of about five hundred men ordered nearly

sixteen thousand copies; at Pyeng Yang a class of

eight hundred men purchased twenty-six thousand

;

while at Syen Chun the class of one thousand four

hundred purchased thirty-three thousand Gospels

with which to do personal work. In the smaller

classes throughout Korea the same enthusiasm

prevailed.

Dr. Samuel A. Moffett, the well-known Korean

missionary, writing in the magazine of the British

and Foreign Bible Society upon the Bible in Korea,

says : "This present year witnesses another striking

movement bearing upon the circulation of the Scrip-

tures. The Korean Church is undertaking to place

a copy of the Gospel of St. Mark in every house in

ilfi



County after counwL. k!^
""" '""^ house.

..•on«i'for .he pu.^^'o^,r"""-"^ '""~^-

-nany counties .heXrdlvrl,' 'T"""' """ ''"

i«» copy of the topel Th.
' " """"^ ""'«»«

"-rough the wh^"',""!:? '"'*P'"'^

the whole population of K^;«n " "*'"""' "«

.ojZ":rr:\-o^r:tr^i—

-

meetings for the uJ missionaries and

o^ *eU;'''<:i:--- "^,a
•^,:

-»«'

of the country ^SL, , '? *^ e^ngelization

Gospel ttanV^/inrn^r '^ *° *«
the land there is ^lT\ '""°'^- ^U over

f-ming av^^fr t eTvaS, a^if;
'^" ""

ing after God if ho«i ^u
^"** ^^* search-

at present onlv ahnnf « i, j ^ .

miuion, of which
fJa«o T ^ "' * hundred thousand are riiric_

"»s !*« proclaimed. ** ^^°^
In Japan it has not been customa^r among the

!'r
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Christians to carry God's Word with them, but they

heartily took up the Pocket Testament League, and

it appealed to them as a simple and practical plan

that anybody could undertake. Railway and hotel

employes, soldiers, jinrickshaw men and people of

all classes joined the movement with enthusiasm.

Those who were not Christians seemed to join

as readily as those who were. A Japanese school-

girl in Yokohama, who joined the League, wrote,

saying, "I wish to work for Pocket Testament

League. My father said me *Yoi' must work for

P. T. League, because your selfishness was changed

by the Bible.' I carry the Bible every day. I m
praying for your work." Another young lady in

the same school wrote: "I am very glad because

my father, mother and brother, and my two friends

joined in Pocket Testament. I was a very vanity

girl, but now I am not vanity, and would Christian

worker. I learn the organ every day, and singing

'Carry Your Bible.' Please pray for me. I am
young, but perhaps God bless me.

" *I surrender all,

All I have I bring to Jesus.'

I am praying through every day for your work."

This is the hour of opportunity for reaching the

students in the universities and technical schools of

Japan. They are possessed with an absorbing passion

to learn English, and they seem willing and even

eager to read and study the Word of God. One

!!l^^-
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intereat#»rl ,« *u i ^ ^ students was keenly

days later on» «* .• ^ '"""• ^ f«w

Dower - TK
^° anythmg for you in mv

edge ot the Truth
^^^'' ^"°^^'-

The general secretary of the Pocket T-c.

of God, and who Wieve, with all his soul ZVs
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transforming and transfiguring power. He hopes
soon to introduce the movement throughout Japan.
In a letter written four months after the visit of
the Chapman-Alexander Mission party, he said:

"I have put out almost fifty thousand League
cards. I hope to make a trip over the whole coun-
try. Yesterday I introduced the League into two
big schools. The League is the best thing I know
of with which to promote personal work, and it is

the easiest step toward the Church. The other
day on the train the Lord used me to lead a naval
officer and a university student into the light
Each of them having decided to give his life

to Christ, joined the League, and was as delighted

as a child to think that there was some such way
for him to express his faith.

"Whole provinces are yet untouched. Fifty thou-
sand cards are nothing like enough. I need a hun-
dred thousand cards to begin to make it do its work
in Japan. I get many more vho are not Christians

to join than I do Christians. That is easily under-
stood since there are so many more who are not
Christians. But think what this fact means for the
future of the Kingdom. There is no country in

the world where more people have a deeper longing
for God than Japan today. I believe the Spirit will

guide us in reaching multitudes. Life is so short

we must reach them while they and we live. Pray
for us."

ii ;:l:



CHAPTER VII.

THE LEAGUE IN GREAT BRITAIN.

^^r," I Peter J, «. ^ *' ***** '•"«'* «»•«» «Wder* /or

of Christian effort Th, p ,

1^""" '° *" '""«'

deep reverencerihe wS'Sr''!r T'"' "

i'y endorse any moven^LTtJeMe'nds ' *"
T^'

J v^u s word, read it more repulaHv a«^t cons.an.Iy i„ win„i„g ...^ers .o CmI"'-
"^ "^

•909, wh«. Mr^ri^fm'aT.»„?' ''"f
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several sone services [„ I i

'^'*^<"" induced
At Uiese gaS^. ". ^o^'^' ^i °*t"«-
the movement in Ameri« and.h.-. "."*"'« °'

wastnW ..,^1
™**"dOiemteres.i. arousedwas told, and large numbers eaeerlv enl!«~i i •m September, ,9,0, during aS nf i

^'"
conducted by Dr!^Ci;apman and Mr A,lr!f"*~''
tors and people heartSy .ooW up^^e^^ "' "^
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The League often arouses keen enthusiasm

in places where one would least expect it. During

a recent voyage from America to England on the

"Lusitania" a hundred and fifty-four persons joined

the League, including over a hundred members of

the crew. A few years ago when crossing the At-

lantic on the 8. s. "Oceanic" I gave New Testaments

to a number of the stewards. About a year later

as I stepped aboard the "Baltic" I was cordially

greeted by a big stalwart steward, I think the largest

steward on the steamer. After we had been on the

voyage a day or two he showed me with much de-

light a little book. It was a New Testament. On
the fly-leaf was his name and my own. He had re-

ceived it just twelve months before. He said, "For
twenty-five years I followed the sea, and was in

the South African war, but I never had the courage

to have a Bible or Testament with me until you

gave me this. It has been with me every trip across

the Atlantic, except one. It has traveled seventy

thousand miles." It was needless to ^sk him whether

he was a Christian, for the fact shone out of every

line of his face. He said he had found God partly

through reading the little book, and partly through

talking with a Salvation Army man. Throughout

the voyage whenever I passed him, no matter on

what task he was engaged, he always had something

to say about his new-found Master. Just as the

steamer was docking at New York we were stand-

ing together on one of the upper decks of the
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vvouid It not be nice to have a word of prayerbefore we separate?" We knelt down, and ai th!^

•he Uague to a bo<Iy of railway men in kZ^.hop n«.r Cardiff, Wal«, a. .hey a.e .h", 1„„Z^'

7hZT^' ^"e'~-''"v"s, guards, and porters allshow the same readiness to link themselves with th,movement. At Helston in Con,wall a L^f
*

f::::i:t';"°''"'^''"«"^'-i°'-^ra
In Birmingham two and a half years ago nearlv
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such that I am able to tee iriich of the reading mat-
ter which passengers pen-se. It is delightful to see
the men and bovt, and sometimes girls, after pay-
ing their fare, pull out their Testament nicely cov-
ered to keep it clean, and to watch the close atten-
tion they pay to it during their inward or home-
ward journey. I am sure that by ihis means many
are getting to know something of the Scriptures
which they would not know if it were left to their
reading at home."

Many of the best experiences have occurred on
railway trains and steamships. Recently while en
route from Card:'^ to London on one of the ex-
press trains I handed a little Gospel to a lad who
was looking out of the window as I passed through
the corridor. He accepted it so thankfully that I
stopped to talk with him, and presently gave him a
Testament, getting a promise that he would carry
it with him and read it daily. He was only eleven
years of age, and in reply to my questions as to
whether he had ever definitely accepted Christ as
his own personal Saviour, he said he had never
taken that step, although he had been praying each
evening for some time. He said he had begun to
do this of his own accord, for his father was sim-
ply a theist, and his mother had never spoken to
him about becoming a Christian. In a few mo-
ments he declared that he would then and there
accept Christ as his Saviour, and in our compart-
ment, in company with Rev. W. J. Zeal, of Cardiff,



«»• Pocktt Twuiiknt LtMuc ;i

Z pikV'?* r' ''"T- '^'^^ ^^ "O' onJy Joinedthe docket Testament League himself K../..Y1 l

the promotion of it
^ "^"8 'o'

pulled on? hrT^^,*^"; ^ ***' '"" "e

clToter, a1 ,"'*"«• "o* °"*' •«« '*» or three
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read the Testament through, and enquiries elicited

the fact that six of these waitresses read their Testa-

ments en the train as th^ came to work each morn-
ing.

In Birmingham large numbers of boys and girls,

as well as adults, are members of the League. The
girls had some difficulty about pockets for carrying

Testaments, but recently a plan was suggested whidi
has solved the difficulty, and which has proved popu-
lar among older people as well. The children were
given pieces of cloth, and made neat little bags for
carrying the Testaments. These were either car-

ried slung from the neck or worn beneath the dress.

It proved a boon to boys and men also, for it gave
thew a method of carrying a Testament without
getting it soiled.

The honorary secretary of the League in the Brit-

ish Isles is Mr. Francis C. Brading, whose head-
quarters are at 15 Strand, London. Mr. Brading
has worked energetically for the spread of the

movement, not only in Great Britain, but through-
out the world. He is secretary of the Scripture

Gift Mission, which publishes a special I^eague

Testament that has proved a blessing in many lands.

Thousands of these Testaments have been used
in Australia and America, as well as in Great Brit-

ain. Although any kind of Testament may be used
by members of the League, this beautifully illus-

trated edition, has proved an ideal gift-book for

friends, Sunday school scholars, and people in all
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„
'<>«' Testament for women. The book i> A.product of the Oxford UniversiH, p^J *«

•d



CHAPTER VIII.

HOW TO START THE LEAGUE.

"StMOt to ahow thyulf approved unto Ood, a u)orkma% that
nteOeth not to ho tuhamod, rigktt$ diving tho Word of TrwtK

II Timthy tf IS.

To Start the Pocket Testament League in any
church or community is a simple matter. The chief

qualifications for thbse desiring to promote the

movement are a love for God's Word, and a yearn-
ing for souls. The first step is to join yourself,

then induce your friends and associates to enlist.

Those who wish to act as local secretaries in

churrhes, chapels, mission halls, or any community
should write to the nearest League headquarters
for a supply of membership cards and for full in-

formation regarding the movement. A conference

should be held with the pastor of the church, and
after prayer together plans should be made for

making the League an efficient and helpful feature

of the church life. First of all the movement
should be presented to the congregation at the regu-

lar church service, either by the pastor or by the

League secretary. Next the movement should be
explained at meetings of the various religious or-

ganizations connected with the Church or chapcL

74





School girls at Kunsan. Korea, with their Korean Ldague
Testaments.

. !

Missionaries' children at Pyeng Tans. Korea, who are ardent mem-
bers of the League.
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In addition to the Bible study there should be

reports of soul-winning, of new members secured*

and plans for aggressive work the following week

should be outlined.

The meeting should also be one of prayer and

praise. The following is a suggested outline for

such a meeting:

I PRAISE
The singing of "Carry Your Bible," "Hide

God's Word in Your Heart/' or other Gospel

hymns.

2. PRAYER.
Several brief petitions asking for the guid-

ance and blessing of the Holy Spirit, as the

Word of God is studied and expounded.

3. THE STUDY OF THE WORD.
According to the plans outlined above, or in

whatever way may be found most suitable

in each Branch.

4. REPORT.
Brief testimonies and experiences in soul-

winning since the last gathering, with plans

for future work.

It is now proposed to introduce into the world-

wide work of the Pocket Testament League a new

plan of Bible study. It is suggested that in addi-

tion to whatever weekly or monthly meetings are

held in any local branch of the organization, there
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should be, if possible, a period of a week or .^

"ua' BiM. Twining Sa»V b1^^ ^.^tL"
A""
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Training Classes in Korea have been the chief

agency under God in the development of the re-

markable work of grace in progress in that coun-

try. Not only are local classes held, but general

classes are conducted at most of the Mission sta-

tions to which the people come from long distances.

Frequently men and boys, and even women, will

walk a hundred miles to attend these conferences.

It is hoped eventually that similar general Bible In-

stitutes or Training Classes may be held in the vari-

ous countries where the League is in operation. In

speaking of the effect of these classes on the work
in Korea, Dr. Samuel A. Moffett said, "It is in

these classes that the whole Korean Church is be-

ing trained. It is here that the Church receives its

spiritual inspiration, and it is from these classes

that men and women are going forth by tens of

thousands to spread abroad the knowledge of Sal-

vation through Jesus Christ. It is the study of

God's Word which has filled the Korean Church

with the determination to accomplish the evangeli-

zation of the Korean nation."



CHAPTER IX.

HOURS FOR SOUL-WINNING.

"«• that winneth ,0^ i, «^.m j^w. it, sO.

A new feature, which gives promise of making^e League far more effective than ever before

11 %*T^'""« «««ncy. has been recently intro-
duced. Itis a plan for the members of the Leaguewho are Christians to devote a certain number of
hours each week to definite soul-winning, and has
been modeled upon the custom in vogue among the
Chnstians m Korea, who devote whole days, weeks,
and somrtimes even months to going about doing
nothing else bt,t personal work in seeking the lostAs the result of this self-sacrifice in individual workon the part of the Korean Christians, their Church
IS on fire with a passion for souls. Although the
Korean Church has only been ih existence for a

that of the Churches in Western lands.

tb/w f^l^^V^' *° ^*^* ^" ^'^«^'y inspired by
he Holy Spmt. During the writer's rec^t staym Korea, nothing impressed him more than the
manner m which the Koreans pledged themselves
to give speafied time to definite soul-winning work.Some men subscribed ten, some twenty, some thirty,
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and fotne even ninety days, not to be spent in at-

tending Church services, but in active personal work
in evangelizing the heathen. During the first four

months of 1910, not less than a hundred thousand

days of soul-winning were promised by the enthu-

siastic Korean Christians.

In Western lands the giving of days to soul-

winning would often be impracticable, but it is felt

that certain hours of each week may well be devoted

to it by Christians.

While in Korea the writer was so stirred by the

self-sacrifice of the Korean Christians that he de-

cided to devote an hour daily to individual work.

The plan has proved a far greater blessing than

had been anticipated, and hundreds of persons have

been spoken to that the writer would never have

reached otherwise. Only a few evenings ago, in-

stead of walking along the street with a friend he

set off with a view to completing his promised hour.

After giving Gospels to several persons, he handed
one to a middle-aged man, who seemed to deeply

appreciate the gift. This led to further conversa-

tion, and in a few moments the stranger joined the

Pocket Testament League. This was the prelude to

a straightout appeal to him to accept Christ as his

personal Saviour. For a moment the man was as-

tonished. Then he confessed that he had failed

many times, but only a few minutes before he had
told a friend that he was determined to lead a bet-

ter life. "How strange," said he, "that you should
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meet me just now and aik me to accept Chritt asmy Saviour." The man saw the hand of God in

i^rj^J?""*'''
"'* ^^^ «"*^ *»»«« yielded hlm-

•elf to Christ, trusting to His stmigth rather thanWs own for victory in the battle of hfe.
On the bade of each TesUment League card is

printed the following pledge

:

KW' «ni »

HOURS OF SOUL WINNING.
I will try with God's help to devote

hours each week for months to definite
personal work in soul- winning.
Name — d.^^

Suggestions.

I. Wherever possible give a Gospel or Testament
to those you seek to win to Christ

a. If possible, induce each person with whom you
converse to join the Pocket Testament
League.

3. Urge each person who accepts arist to begin
at once to work for the salvation of others.

It should be clearly understood that the under-
taking of these hours of soul-winning is entirely
voluntary. One may be a full member of the Pocket
Ttttament League without enlisting in this plan.The time given is in addition to attendance at
Church services, prayer and Bible reading, and
the work may be done in homes, churches, shops.
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«*o^ on the ttreett, In itrtit-ain, tnbm, anw
whert. The fint Wertern ittcmpt to eirry out tht
KoffM plin wu made in Birmingham. Enffland.
auring the summer of 191a
Among the firat penoni who iubteribed houre

for aottl-winning were three boya. fifteen, alxteen
and aeventeen yeara of age. who had been ardent
n;«»*en of the Pocket Teitament League for nearly
tfiree years. They had held frequent meetings fw
BiWe study, but had done practically nothing in en-
rolhng new members for the movement, or In seek-
ing to win souls for arist After their first hour
of soul.winm'ng woik they were radiant over the
f»f of it, and in a few days they were on fire wth
• paasion to seek the lost In ten days two of them
led twenty-one boys to arist. Then filled with
ttJttwsiasm. the three kids met together, and of
their own accord originated a "One Hundred Soula*
Crosade," by which they would endeavor to win
a hundred boys to Christ in one year.

In three weeks the boys reported a total of fifty-
one bds who had deckired they would accept ChristM their Saviour. One of the boys in writing to
Fnmas C. Brading. the Honorary Secretary of thewket Testament League in Enghmd. said: "We
hope to win by August twenty-first, 1911. at least
one hundred souls for Jesus. It is with personal
work only that we intend to win our one hundred
wuls. When speaking to boys upon the streets we
•ISO try to get them to join the Pddcet Testament





!*,

i

A League Edition of the New Testament. . Nearly 200.000 copie* ofthis book have leen sold In less than three years.
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W"*- E^ery member of the abovt CniMd. n,.«

and girls espedaUy like that »,vm« «r- ^
Bible. " *^ J" '«« wat hymn, 'Carry your

whtT^''i"'*'r '' *^** *^' * commerdal traveler

If
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j
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CHAPTER X.

THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT.

**And tht Word of Ood inemated; and tho wmbor of the

diteiple$ wnatiplied . . . greatly." Acta 8,7.

Christian woricers in different parts of the world

are eagerly adopting the new method of soul-win-

ning through the gif^ of God's Word, which will

not return unto Him void, although our best efforts

may sometimes seem to fail.

Miss Beatrice Cadbury, a sister of Mrs. Alexan-

der, gives the following account of the value of Gos-

pels in connection with her work

:

"At an early morning school for women, in which

I have a class, one of the teachers is regulariy ac-

companied by a little Jewish girl eleven years old.

One Sunday the women were shown some small

Gospels of St. John, and encouraged to buy these

for use in personal work. Some days later I no-

ticed the little Jewish girl buying four of these

Gospels, and went up to spf?k to her. 'How did

you get the money for the Gospels?' I asked. *Oh,

I ran errands and earned two-pence, and saved it

for the Gospels,' was the reply.

'The next week I asked her if she had given

84
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th«n away. Y«, thqr had been given away but.t first .he was u» *y ,o .ell me to whon.lL£

city, and half way across had stood by a oolice-man. She had ha„d«l him a Gospel, whfch hT^
Card at the end was pointed out to him. 'That is a

writZ™""''' !:•
""' '' "-« *''* "^'^ I

r K^/
"'^."'•re': and then bending down to

"Another girl who works all the week in a fac-oor saved up a little money to buy Gospel, for^.ng away mstead of buying milk and amU ortmfor herself. One of these Gospel, she^ tTh«forewoman, who i, an atheist, and she ^kt ofZjoy It gave her to do this worit.
»*"="«™

"On Sunday evemng I went round to visit ahome where I found one of the daughter,^d a

SdT ""'"« *°«^''*' '" «'«
«'
"- "h:prl had been given a Testament some time before

habit of readmg it. She promised to begin «^ce

a Chnstian, but was not in the habit of readineor prayng. He accepted a Testament, p^mistj"f«ad and cany i, daily, and before I left we had ashort time of prayer all together
"I have found the giving away of the Word of

i I
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God a wonderful joy, and in the small experience I

have had it hai always been wiUingly received. It

opens up opportunities for direct personal woric

which could hardly be done were it not for the

introduction which is given in this way. When
once on the lookout for people to whom to speak,

instead of being very few and far between, as I

thought they would be, the number increases amaz-
ingly."

Miss Eleanor Stafford Millar, the Australian

evangeh'st, who during the past six years has been
doing a great work for God in the United States,

was recently in England, and sent me the following

letter:

"When the Scotch express pulled up for a few
moments at Crewe I noticed two young men near
my window wearing the garb of the North Western
Railroad, but apparently at leisure. I called them
to my window, and handed them a small but very
attractive edition of St. John bound in brilliant red.

I asked them if they would read and carry it They
consented very readily. When the train pulled out
of the station the last I saw of the young men
they were reading the Gospel.

''Later on when in the dining car I handed a
Gospel to the head-waiter and asked him the same
question. 'Will you carry and read?* With a smile

he agreed to do so. Then I sent for the three as-

sistants, and gave them each a copy, which they

received with pleasurable interest Then the
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to jom the Pocket Tewament Loigue. He mortwulingly consented
^^

"A little hter when (ettHng down in my com.
pirtment for the long journey I .uddenly felt the

Wtat of the other three young n^n to whom I hadgiven . Goapd but had not introduced the League?

tT^ *° ** *"'"«" '"" «*«•»»•«« «h^

S? I ^ """J^
me he had hem wishing toJ«n I spolce to them of my Friend, and sayin| to

"1*. Do you believe Him to be the best Friend aman can have?" 'Yes • he uM- -i j» .
'"™ a

fisi ,^n .^ 1 / .
"'• ' °°' **•" » crimi-

nal will acknowledge that much.' 'But,' I nid 'doyou believe it?' 'Yes, I do.'
«• ^ "«t do

"By ttis time my heart was warn- and my mindbuy. The hour had been one of the most profitabfe

Tf " tS"'J
^^ «^ »Pent in a dininga?^^

^riffJ""* '^'"'-8'y' -"r. how «gerly '^
hl^!!.^."^"^ I«w« God'. method wh«he came to find man; it was through a gift"

^» to Christ, became so keenly i„ten»,«l in theplan of giving tm« to God for direct woric in soul-wmnmg that he wrote the words and music of Aemspmng hymn, "Give Time to Woric for Jesu,,-which appears in this book.

mi^ersaT^:^'
^°^' ""^^ ^"'"^ «"<» »*
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"I have found the greatest joy in leeking to lead
people to a more definite knowledge of the Saviour,
and in presenting to them the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. This work with individuals has proved not
only a blessing to some, but a spiritual uplift to my
own life. Recently a fine young fellow of 17 years
employed in a large manufacturing house in
Birmingham came to see me on business. At the
close of our business transaction he accepted a small
Gospel of St. John, which he promised to read. His
ready acceptance of the book and his earnest man-
ner led me to speak further with him, and after a
short conversation he»came out on the Lord's side.

"During the recent conference conducted by Dr.
Chapman and Mr. Alexander at Ipswich, England,
almost the entire staff of the hotel at which I was
staying joined the Pocket Testament League. I
began by giving each a little Gospel. Then the
head-waiter, who was already a Christian, signed
up on the League. His example was followed by
one or two others, and it was interesting to notice
the eagerness displayed. The news of the League
spread around the hotel, and instead of having to
seek out each member of the staff, I found them
coming to me and requesting to be allowed to join
the League. Not the least enthusiastic was the
kitchen staff, all of whom became members when I
visited their quarters.

"The readiness with which these little Gospels
are accepted and read has made the giving of them
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• pleasure and never in my experience have I met
with a refusal to accept them. On the contrary,
the way has always opened up wonderfully for a
natural conversation concerning spiritual things."
An attractive Gospel of St. John has nSently

been issued by the Bible Institute Colportoge Asso-
ciation of Chicago. It contains a number of fea-
tures which make it an effective instrument for per-
sonal work. Certain verses throughout the (kipel
showing the way of life are printed in Wack-faced
type, and m the front of each book is a page by Dr
Chapman, showing how to use certain verses in the
Gospel to lead people to arist. At the end of the
book there are also four of Mr. Alexander's Gospel
hymns, with words and music. These Gospels are
sold at an extremely low cost, so that they may
be purchased in large quantities for use in personalwoA, and may be secured from the heaC carter,

nil P^'Jrt Testament League, 156 Fifth Ave-
nue, New York City.

At the conclusion of the recent mission in Cardiff.
Wales, conducted by Dr. Chapman and Mr. Alex-
ander a soul-winning Crusade was inaugurated, the
distribution of God's Word being one of the diief
agencies employed. When the plan of purchasing
Gospels for use in soul-winning was presented at a
conference of ministers and ChJstian woricers in
Cardiff some months later it was received with keen
enthusiasm. One business man gave an order for
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ten thouiaand Goqidf ; another wanted a thomand,
and a third two hundred and fifty.

The facu in this book are recorded that Chria-
tiani everywhere may gain a new love for the Bible,
and may tiie it ai an aggressive weapon in the
Christian warfare.

For "afl Scripture is given by inspiration of God,
and is profiuble for doctrine, for reproof, for cor-
rection, for instruction in righteousness, that the
man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished
unto all good worics." II Timothy III. i6, 17.
May God hasten the day when His word shaU

be read and carried, studied and memorized, and
circulated broadcast throughout the length and
breadth of every land. Then speedily shaU "the
whole earth be fiUed with the knowledge of the
glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea."

Well might Isaiah break forth into rhapsody as
he foretold the harvest resuhing from the sowing
of God's Word throughout the worid:
"So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my

mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it
shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall
prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. For ye shall
go out with joy, and be led forth with peace; the
mountains and the hills shall break forth before you
mto singing, and aU the trees of the field shaU dap
their hands."

^
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National Headquarters

OF THE

Pocket Testament League

]

! I

THE UNITED STATES
D«. PARLEY E. ZARTMANN.

IW Fiftk AvraM, N«w York aty,

GREAT BRITAIN
ntANCIS C. BEADING,

18 Smmd. Lm4m W. C, EmImiJ.

AUSTRAUA
MISS ADA M. SHUM. 376 8w«ut<« St.. M.Ib««..

CHINA
REV. ABRAM E. CORY,

Naaidac.

KOREA
MR. HUGH MILLER. .... Si«l. Kor.^

JAPAN
REV. J. F. GORBOLD, . . IcWJoDori. Klto.

THE PHIUPPINE ISLANDS
REV. GEORGE W. WRIGHT, . Bo. 437. Mi«Uiu

PrMidrat Elliawood Somiawy.



Pocket Testament Leag
Supplies.

lie

m^^ *'• '^^^ ^'"^ "* «*^ «igg«tio« for

Wee 50 etnts pw hoBdied, poitpftid.

flOWSM OF tf. JOHH.

of^12^^ ^"^ i» bl.ck.f.ced type rtowin, the Wayof fiWyation; a page by Dr. Chapman telling how to n.J

Z'^n/'rt *° ^"-^ P^'P'* *» Chriat; aaS'fonTof irAlexander', hymn* Word, and mude.

^•^5 cent, a eopy, 40 e«>t. a do«n, or $3.00 a hundred,

nOTOBIAL LBAOXIB TBaXAMBNT.
A beantifnl pocket Tertament containing 17 nictnre. in

br i.'::!''^^''!^
"' '^"*«- Thedra^'J,^:^^

^^26 cent, each; $2.60 a do«ai, or $20.00 mkaind,

XBASBBB ZOACRTE TB8TAMBNT.
A wonderful aehievement in Tertament-makinff; laroe.

in buff and purple, with colored frontiepiece.
'

Price 50 cents each, or $4.50 per doaen, postpaid.

THE POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE
Unthanpoc^ BvilcUiy^, PyiaMlpya.
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ALEXANDER'S GOSPEL SONGS
NUMBER2

MilAa

lUWrt HarkMM D. B. TtWMr Jtmm MdSrtMkai
CharlMaGaMtl MuHillis

9BsstM Iff Cmci^»

This ! the twit Song Book Mr. Alenudor hM
•ftr pabliihod. I Imto tho MranuiM that Qod%
approval hai beoD giTon it, and I know that it will
pro?* a UeMiBg to nuugrpoo^

Bit. J. munm CsAnoir, D. D.

Akzander's Goqpd Soiio% No. 2
CONTAINS

41 N«w Hytniit hitliMto not pablialMd in iIm
Unitod SUtM.

38 SoIm and Dneto.
28 laviUtioii Hynms.
10 8p>dil Choir PImm

A Uift CollectioB of Standard aad Popnlar ftgrnn

MM.Uai)Cl0a.tSe9trcewr.»erta«M. MUtHrlM.
Mm. CaoU Bouda, ate »«



KOREA FOR CHRIST

A duiUins nymtiVe of th. Work of Gr.ce in projre-m the one-time HemuVLuid.

By GEORGE T. & DAVIS

§S2^fagM^to firomlJfem Kor^
fiictegof Kggang andMiMJcmarMi

P>UCE 25 CENTS




