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THE NATIVE RACES

PACIFIC STATES.

ANTIQUITIES.

CHAPTER

ARCHÆOLOQICAL INTRODUCTION.

Monumental Archæolooy—Scope of the Volume—Treatment of 
the Subject—Sources of Information—Tangibility of Mate­
rial Relics—Vagueness of Traditional and Written Ar­
chæolooy—Value of Monumental Relics, as conveying Posi­
tive Information respecting their Builders, as Corroborative 
or Corrective Witnesses, as Incentives to Research—Counter­
feit Antiquities—Egyptian, Assyrian, and Persian monu­
ments—Relics proving the Antiquity of Man—Exploration 
of American Ruinr-^Key to Central American Hieroglyphics 
—No more Unwritten History.

The present volume of the Native Races of the 
Pacific States treats of monumental archæology, and 
is intended to present a detailed description of all ma­
terial relics of the past discovered within the territory 
under consideration. Two chapters, however, are de­
voted to a more general view of remains outside the 
limits of this territory—those of South America and 
of the eastern United States—as being illustrative of, 
and of inseparable interest in connection with, my sub­
ject proper. Since monumental remains in the western 
continent without the broad limits thus included are

\



a ARCHÆOLOGICAL INTRODUCTION.

comparatively few and unimportant, I may without 
exaggeration, if the execution of the work be in any 
degree commensurate with its aim, claim for this 
treatise a place among the most complete ever pub­
lished on American antiquities as a whole. In­
deed, Mr Baldwin’s most excellent little book on 
Ancient America is the only comprehensive work treat­
ing of this subject now before the public. As a popu­
lar treatise, compressing within a small duodecimo 
volume the whole subject of archaeology, including, be­
sides material relics, tradition, and speculation concern­
ing origin and history as well, this book cannot be too 
highly praised; I propose, however, by devoting a 
large octavo volume to one half or less of Mr Bald­
win’s subject-matter, to add at least encyclopedic value 
to this division of my work.

There are some departments of the present subject 
in which I can hardly hope to improve upon or even 
to equal descriptions already extant. Such are the 
ruins of Yucatan, Guatemala, and Nicaragua, so ably 
treated by Messrs Stephens, Catherwood, and Squier. 
Indeed, not a few relics of great importance are known 
to the world only through the pen or pencil of one 
or another of these gentlemen, in which cases I am 
forced to draw somewhat largely upon the result of 
their investigations. Yet even within the territory 
mentioned, concerning Uxmal and Chichen Itza we 
have most valuable details in the works of M M. Wal- 
deck and Charnay ; at Quirigua, Dr Scherzer’s labors 
are no less satisfactory than those of Mr Catherwood; 
and Mr Squier’s careful observations in Nicaragua are 
supplemented, to the advantage of the antiquarjah 
public, by the scarcely less extensive investigation^ of 
Mr Boyle. In the case of Palenque, in some respects 
the most remarkable American ruin, we have, besides 
the exhaustive delineations of Waldeck and Stephens, 
several others scarcely less satisfactory or interesting 
from the pens of competent observers ; and in a large 
majority of instances each locality, if not each separate
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TREATMENT OF THE SUBJECT. 3
■4

relic, has been described from personal examination by 
several parties, each noting some particulars by the 
others neglected. By a careful study and comparison 
of information drawn from all available sources respect­
ing the several points, the witnesses mutually cor­
roborating or correcting one another’s statements, I 
expect to arrive in each case practically at the truth, 
and thus to compensate in a measure for that loss of 
interest inevitably incurred by the necessary omission 
of that personal experience and adventure by which 
antiquarian travelers are wont to impart a charm to 
their otherwise dry details.

Although necessarily to a great extent a compila­
tion, this volume is none the less the result of hard 

4md long-continued study. , It embodies the researches 
of some five hundred travelers, stated not merely en 
résumé, but Tçproduced, so far as facts and results are 
concerned, in full. Very few of the many works studied 
are devoted exclusively or even chiefly to my subject; 
indeed iliost of them have but an occasional reference 
to antiquarian relics, which are described more or 
less fully among other objects of interest that come un­
der the traveler s eye; hence the possibility of condensing 
satisfactorily the contents of so many volumes in one, and 
of making this one fill on the shelves of the antiquary’s 
library the place of all, excepting, of course, the large 
plates of the folio works. Full references tojand quota­
tions from, the authorities consulted are given m the 
notes, which thus become a complete index to all that has 
been written on the subject. These notes contain also 
bibliographical notices and historical details of the dis­
covery and successive explorations of each ruin, and 
other information not without interest and value. That 
some few books containing archaeological information 
may have escaped my notice, is quite possible, but 
none I believe of sufficient importance to seriously im­
pair the value of the material here presented. In 
order to give a clear idea of the great variety oLarti- 
cles preserved from the past for our examination, the

________________



i ARCHÆOLOGICAL INTRODUCTION.

use of numerous illustrations becomes absolutely essen­
tial. Of the cuts employed many are the originals 
taken from the published works of explorers, particu­
larly of Messrs Stephens and Squier, with their per­
mission. As I make no claim to personal archaeological 
research, save among the tomes on the shelves of my 
library, and as the imparting of accurate information 
is my only aim, the advantage of the original cuts 
over any copies that could be made, will be manifest 
to the reader. Where such originals could not be ob­
tained I have made accurate copies of drawings care­
fully selected from what I have deemed the best 
authorities, always with a view to give the clearest 
possible idea of the objects described, and with no at­
tempt at mere pictorial embellishment.

Confining myself strictly to the description of mate­
rial remains, I have omitted, or reserved for another 
volume, all traditions and speculations of a general 
nature respecting their origin and the people whose 
handiwork they are, giving, however, in some instances, 
such definite traditions as seem unlikely to come up in 
connection with ancient history. This is in accordance 
with the general plan which I adopt in treating of the 
Native Races of this western half of North America, 
proceeding from the known to the unknown, from the 
near to the remote ; dealing first with the observed 
phenomena of aboriginal savagism and civilization 
when first brought within the knowledge of Europeans, 
as I have done in the three volumes already before 
the public ; then entering the labyrinthine field of an­
tiquity from its least obstructed side, I devote this 
volume to material relics exclusively, thus preparing 
the way for a final volume on traditional and written 
archaeology, to terminate with what most authors have 
given at the start,—the vaguest and most hopelessly 
complicated department of the whole subject,—specula­
tions respecting the origin of the American people and 
of the western civilization.

In the descriptions which follow I proceed geograph-

;
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REALITY OF MATERIAL RELICS. 5

ically from south to north for no reason more cogent 
than that of convenience. From the same motive, 
much more weighty however in this case, I follow the 
same order in my comparisons between remains in dif- 
erent parts of the continent, comparing invariably each 
ruin with others farther south and consequently familiar 
to the reader, rather than with more northern struc­
tures to be described later. It is claimed by some 
writers that the term antiquities is properly used only 
to designate the works of a people extinct or only tra­
ditionally known. This restriction of the term would 
exclude most of the monumental remains of the Pacific 
States, since a large majority of the objects described 
in the following pages are known to have been the 
work of the peoples found by Europeans in possession 
of the country, or of their immediate ancestors. 1 
employ the term, however, in its more common appli­
cation, including in it all the works of alxiriginal hands 
presumably executed before native intercourse with 
Europeans, at dates varying consequently with that of 
the discovery of different localities.

Monumental archæology, as distinguished from writ­
ten and traditional archæology, owes its interest largely 
to its reality and tangibility. The teachings of material 
relics, so far as they go, are irrefutable. Real in them­
selves they impart an air of reality to the study of the 
past. They stand before us as the actual work of hu­
man hands, affording no foothold for scepticism ; they 
are the balance-wheels of tradition, resting-places for 

/fne mind wearied with the study of aboriginal fable, 
stepping-stones on which to cross the miry sloughs 
of mythic history. The ruins of a great city represent 
and recall vividly its original state and the populace 
that once thronged its streets; the towering mound or 
pyramid brings before the observer’s mind toiling bands 
of slaves driven to their unwelcome task by strong 
progressive masters ; temples and idols are but rem­
nants of religious systems, native fear, superstition,
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and faith; altars imply victims and sacrificial ceremo­
nies; sculpture, the existence of art; kingly palaces 
are the result of a strong government, wars, and con­
quest; sepulchral deposits reveal thoughts of another 
life; and hieroglyphic inscriptions, even if their key 
be lost, imply events deemed worthy of record, and a 
degree of progress toward letters.

What tlie personal souvenir is to the memory of 
dead friends, what the ancestral mansion with its por­
traits and other relics is to family memories and pride of 
descent, what the ancient battle-ground with the monu­
ment commemorating early struggles for liberty is to na­
tional patriotism, what the familiar hill, valley, stream, 
and tree to recollection and love of home,—all this and 
more are material relics to the study of ages gone by. 
Destroy such relics in the case of the individual, the 
family, and the nation, and imagine the effect on our 
interest in a past, which is, however, in nearly every 
instance clearly recorded. What would be the conse­
quence of blotting from existence the ruins that stand 
as monuments of a past but vaguely known even in the 
most favorable circumstances through the medium of 
traditionary and written annals? Traditional archæ- 
ology, fascinating as its study is and important in its 
results, leaves always in the mind a feeling of uncer­
tainty, a fear that any particular tradition may be in 
its present.form, modified willfully or involuntarily in 
passing through many hands, a distortion of the orig­
inal, or perhaps a pure invention; or if intact in form 
its primary signification may be altogether misunder­
stood. And even in the case of written annals, more 
definite and reliable of course than oral traditions, we 
cannot forget that back beyond a certain time impos­
sible to locate in the distant past, history founds its 
statements of events on no more substantial basis 
than popular fable.

It is true that false reports may be made respecting 
the discovery or nature of ruined cities and other 
monuments ; and relics may be collected and exhibited
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which have no claim whatever to antiquity. Indeed 
it is said that in some parts of Spanish America, Aztec, 
Chichimec, or Toltec relics, of any desired era since 
the creation, are manufactured to order by the ingenious 
natives and sold to the enthusiastic but unwary anti­
quarian. To similar imposition and like enthusiasm 
may be referred the long list of Roman, Greek, Scan­
dinavian, Tyrian, and other old-world coins, medals, and 
inscriptions, whose discovery in the New World from 
time to time has been reported, and used in support of 
sonie pet origin-theory. Yet practically these coun­
terfeit or fabulous antiquities do little ham) ; their 
falsity may in most cases be without difficulty detected, 
as will be apparent from several instances of the kind 
noted in the following pages. There are, as I have 
said, few ruins of any importance that have not been 
described by more than one competent and reliable ex­
plorer. The discovery of wonderful cities and palaces, 
or of movable relics which differ essentially from the 
well-authenticated antiquities of the same region, is 
not accepted by archaeologists, or by the public gen­
erally, without more positive proof of genuineness than 
the representations of a single traveler whose reliability 
has not been fully proved.

The study of ancient monuments, in addition to its 
high degree of interest, is moreover of great practical 
value in tjie development of historical science, as a 
source of positive information, as a corroboration of an­
nals otherwise recorded, and as an incentive to con­
tinued research. It contributes to actual knowledge 
by indicating the various arts that flourished among the 
peoples of antiquity, the germs of the corresponding 
arts of modem times. The monuments show not alone 
the precise degree of excellence in architecture and 
sculpture attained by the particular people whose work 
they are, but by an examination of their differences 
they throw much light on the origin and growth of 
these and other arts, while by comparison with the
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works of other peoples better known they serve to es­
tablish more or less clearly national affinities. And 
not only do they illustrate the state of the fine and 
useful arts, but also to a great extent public institu­
tions and private customs. Temples, idols, and altars 
reveal much of religious rites and priestly power; 
weapons, of warfare ; implements, of household habits ; 
ornaments, of dress; tombs and sepulchral relics, of burial 
ceremonies, regard for the dead, and ideas respecting 
another life. When, in addition to their indirect teach­
ings respecting the arts and institutions of their build­
ers, antique monuments bear also inscriptions in written 
or legible hieroglyphic characters, their value is of 
course greatly increased; indeed under such circum­
stances they become the very highest historic authority.

It is, however, in connection with the other branches 
of the science, written and traditional, that material 
relics accomplish their most satisfactory results, their 
corroborative evidence being even more valuable than 
the positive information they convey. For instance, 
tradition relates wondrous tales of the wealth, power, 
and mighty deeds of a people that long ago occupied 
what is now a barren desert or a dense forest. These 
tales are classed with other aboriginal fables, interesting 
but comparatively valueless; but some wandering ex­
plorer, by chance or as the result of an apparently absurd 
and profitless research, discovers in the shade of the 
tangled thicket, or lays bare under the drifting desert- 
sands, the ruins of a great city with magnificent palace 
and temple ; at once the mythic fable is transformed 
into authentic history, especially if the traditional 
statements of that people’s arts and institutions are 
continued by their relics.

Again, the written record of biblical tradition, un­
satisfactory to some, when not supported by corrobora­
tive evidence, narrates with minute detail the history of 
an ancient city, including its conquest at a given date by 
a foreign king. The discovery in another land of that 
monarch’s statue or triumphal arch, inscribed with his
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name, title, and a list of his deeds, confirms or invalidates 
the scriptural account not only of that particular event 
but indirectly of other details of the city’s annals not 
recorded in stone. In America material relics acquire 
increased importance as corroborative and corrective 
witnesses, in comparison with those of the old world, 
from the absence of contemporary written annals. Be­
side constituting the only tangible supports of the more 
ancient triumphs of American civilization, they are 
the best illustrations of comparatively modem stages 
of art whose products have disappeared, and by no 
means superfluous in support of Spanish chroniclers in 
later times, “very many, or perhaps most of whose 
statements respecting the wonderful phenomena of the 
New World culture, as I have remarked in a pre­
ceding volume, “ without this incontrovertible material 
proof would find few believers among the sceptical stu­
dents of the present day.”

The importance of monumental remains as incentives 
to historical study and research results directly from 
the interest and curiosity which their examination in­
variably excites. Gibbon relates that he was first 
prompted to write the annals of Rome’s decline and 
fall by the contemplation of her ruined structures. Few 
even of the most prosaic and matter-of-fact travelers 
can resist the impulse to reason and speculate on the 
origin of ruins that come under their notice, and the 
civilization to which they owe their existence; and 
there are probably few eminent archaeologists but may 
trace the first development of a taste for antiquarian 
pursuits to the curiosity excited at the sight of some 
mysterious relic.

This irresistible desire to follow back remains of art 
to the artist’s hand and genius, prompted the oft-re­
peated and so long fruitless attempts to decipher the 
Egyptian hieroglyphics and the cuneiform inscriptions 
of Persia and Assyria. These efforts were at last 
crowned with success; the key to the mysterious
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wedges, and the Rosetta-stone were found, by which 
the tablets of Babylon, Ninevah, and the pyramids— 
the Palenque, Copan, and Teotihuacan of the old 
world—may be read. The palaces, monuments, and 
statues of ancient kings bear legible records of their 
lives, dominions, and succession. By the aid of these 
records definite dates are established for events in the 
history of these countries as early as two thousand 
years before the Christian era, and thus corroborations 
and checks are placed on the statements of biblical 
and profane history. But the art of interpreting these 
hieroglyphics is yet in its infancy, and the results thus 
far accomplished are infinitesimal in comparison with 
"what may be reasonably anticipated in the future.

So much for antique monuments and their teach­
ings—alone and in connection with history and tradi­
tion-respecting the peoples to whom they owe their 
existence. Another and not less important value they 
have, in connection with geology and paleontology, in 
what they tell us about the age of the human race on 
the earth. Biblical tradition, as interpreted in former 
times, asserts the earth and its inhabitants to be about 
six thousand years old. Geology has enforced a new 
interpretation, which, so far as the age of the earth is 
concerned, is accepted by all latter-day scholars ; and 
geology now lends a helping hand to her sister sciences 
in their effort to prove, what is not yet universally ac­
cepted as truth, that man’s antiquity far exceeds the 
limit which scripture is thought to establish.

Throughout the successive geologic strata of earthy 
matter that overlie the solid rocky foundations below, 
traces of man’s presence are found. It is in deposits 
of peat and alluvium that these traces are most clearly 
defined and with greatest facility studied. The ex­
tremely slow accumulation of these deposits and the 
great depth at which human remains appear, impress 
the mind of the observer with a vivid idea of their 
antiquity. Calculations based on the known rate of
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increase for a definite period fix the age of the lowest 
relics at from six thousand to one hundred thousand 
years according to the locality. But geology tells 
yet no definite tale in years, her chronology being 
on a grander scale, and these calculations are to 
scientific men the weakest proofs of man’s anti­
quity. As we penetrate, however, this superficial 
geologic formation, we find in the upper layers weapons 
and implements of iron; then, at a greater depth, of 
bronze; and lowest of all stone is the only durable 
material employed. In all parts of the world, so far 
as explorations have been made, this order of the ages, 
stone, bronze, iron, is obsérved ; although they were 
certainly not contemporaneous in all regions. With 
the products of human skill, in its varying stages of 
development, are mingled the fossil trees and plants of 
different species which flourished and became locally 
extinct as the centuries passed away. So animal re­
mains, no less abundant than the others, indicate suc­
cessive changes in the fauna and its relations to human 
life, the animals pursued at different epochs for food, 
the introduction of domestic animals, and the transition 
from the chase to agriculture as a means of subsist­
ence.

From a study of all these various relics of the 
past—human, animal, and vegetable—in connection 
with geologic changes, the student seeks to estimate ap­
proximately the date at which man first appeared upon 
the earth. He observes the slow accumulation of sur­
face deposits and speculates on the time requisite to 
bury the works of man hundreds of feet deep in dillu- 
vium. He studies savagism in its different phases as 
portrayed in a previous volume; notes how tenaciously 
the primitive man clings to old customs, how averse he 
is to change and improvement; and then Reflects upon 
the centuries that would probably suffice for beings only 
a little above the beast to pass successively from the use - 
of the shapeless stone and club to the polished stone 
spear and arrow and knife, to the partial displacement
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of stone by the fragment of crude metal, to the smelt­
ing of the less refractory ores and the mixture of metals 
to form bronze, and to a final triumph in the use of 
iron. He reflects farther that all this slow process of 
development precedes in nearly every part of the world 
the historic period ; that its relics are found in the allu­
vial plains of the Nile, buried far below the monuments 
of Egyptian civilization, a civilization, moreover, which 
dates back at least two thousand years before Christ. 
Searching the peat-beds of Denmark, he brings to light 
fossil Scotch firs in the lower strata mingled with relics 
of the stone age; oak-trees above with implements of 
bronze ; and beech-trunks in the upper deposits, corres­
ponding with the iron age and also with the present 
forest-growth of the country. He tries to fix upon a 
period of years adequate to effect two complete changes 
in Danish forest-trees, bringing to his aid the fact that 
about the Christian era the Romans found that country 
covered as now with a luxurious growth of beech, and 
that consequently eighteen hundred years have wrought 
no change. Having thus established in his mind the 
epoch to which he must be carried by the relics of the 
alluvial deposits, he remarks that during all this period 
climate has not essentially changed, for the animal re­
mains thus far discovered are all of species still exist­
ing in the same climatic zone.

But at the same time he finds in southern Europe 
abundant remains of jf)olar animals which could only 
have lived when the everlasting snow and ice of a 
frigid clime covered the surface of those now sunny 
lands. Still finding rude stone implements, the work 
of human hands, mingled with these polar skeletons, 
he adds to the result of previous computations the 
time deemed necessary for so essential a climatic trans­
formation, and, finally, he is driven to make still an­
other addition, when he learns that in geologic strata 
much older than any yet considered, the bones and 
works of man have been discovered in several appar­
ently well-authenticated instances lying side by side

W
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with the bones of mastodons and other ancient species 
which have long since disappeared from the face of the 
earth. With the innumerable data of which the fore­
going is only an outline before him, the student of man's 
antiquity is left to decide for himself whether or not he 
can satisfactorily compress within the term of sixty 
centuries all the successive periods of man’s develop­
ment.

In our examination of relics in the thinly peopled 
Pacific States we shall find comparatively few works 
of human hands bearing directly on this branch of 
archaeology ; yet in the north-west regions, newest to 
modern civilization, the Californian miner’s deep-sunk 
shafts have brought to light implements and fossils of 
great antiquity and interest to the scientific world.

In America many years must elapse before explora­
tions equaling in extent and thoroughness those already 
made in the old world can be hoped for. The ruins 
from whose examination the grandest results are to be 
anticipated lie in a hot malarious climate within the 
tropics, enveloped in a dense thicket of exuberant vege­
tation, presenting an almost impenetrable barrier to an 
exploration by foreigners of monuments in which the 
natives as a rule take no interest. It must be admit­
ted, however, that even the most exhaustive examina­
tion of our relics cannot be expected to yield results 
as definite and satisfactory as those reached in the east­
ern continent. We have practically no written record, 
and our monuments must tell the tale of the distant 
past unaided.

Our hieroglyphic inscriptions are comparatively few 
and brief, and those found on the stones of the more 
ancient cla§s of ruins as yet convey no meaning. By 
reason of the absence of a contemporary written lan­
guage, the difficulties in the way of their interpreta­
tion are clearly much greater than those so brilliantly 
overcome in Assyria and Egypt. Only one systematic 
attempt has yet been made to decipher their significa-
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tion, and that has thus far proved a signal failure; it 
is believed almost universally that future efforts will 
be equally unsuccessful, and that our annals as written 
in stone will forever remain wrapped in darkness. Yet 
not only was the interpretation of the cuneiform inscrip­
tions long deemed an impossibility, but the very theory 
that any meaning was hidden in that complicated ar­
rangement of wedges was pronounced absurd by many 
wise antiquaries. Let not therefore our New World 
task be abandoned in despair till the list of failures 
shall be swollen from one to seventy times seven.

It is believed that the antiquary’s zeal for all coming 
time will be brought to bear on no other objects than 
those which now claim our attention and search ; that is, 
although new monuments will be brought to light from 
their present hiding-places, no additions will be made 
to their actual number. With the invention of printing 
and the consequent wide diffusion of national annals, 
the era of unwritten history ceased, and with it all 
future necessity of searching tangled forest and desert 
plain for monumental records of the present civiliza­
tion. That the key of our written history can ever 
be lost, our civilization blotted out, ruined structures 
and vague traditions called anew into requisition for 
historic use, we believe impossible. Yet who can tell ; 
for so doubtless thought the learned men and high- 
priests of Palenque, when with imposing pageant and 
sacrificial invocation to the gods in the presence of the 
assembled populace, the inscribed tablets had been set 
up in the niches of the temple; and proudly exclaimed 
the orator of the day, as the last tablet settled into 
its place, “Great are our gods, and goodly the inheri­
tance they have bequeathed to their chosen people. 
Mighty is Votan, world-wide the fame of his empire, 
the great Xibalba ; and the annals and the glory thereof 
shall endure through all the coming ages;-.for are they 
not here imperishably inscribed in characters of ever­
lasting stone that all may read and Vender?”

________
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ANTIQUITIES OF THE ISTHMUS, COSTA RICA, MOSQUITO COAST, 

AND NICARAGUA.

The Isthmus—Roman Coin and Galley—Huacas of ChiriquI—In­
cised Stone-carvings—Sculptured Columns—Human Remains 
—Golden Ornaments—Weapons—Implements—Pottery—Musi­
cal Instruments—Costa Rica—Stone Hammers—Ancient Plan- 
tations—Images of Gold—Terra Cottas—Axe of Quartz- 
Wonderful Hill—Paved Road—Stone Frog—Mosquito Coast- 
Granite Vases—Remarkable Reports—Animal Group—Rock- 
Paintings—Golden Figure—Home of the Sukia—Nicaragua— 
Authorities—Mounds—Sepulchres—Excavations — W eapons— 
Implements—Ornaments—Statues—Idols—Pottery—Metals.

The ancient Muiscas of Colombia, or New Granada, 
have left interesting relics of their antiquity, which, with 
some points of resemblance, present marked contrasts 
to the monuments of Peruvian civilization farther south, 
and of Maya, Quiché, and Aztec civilizations in North 
America.1 In that part of Colombia, however, which 
is included within the limits of the Pacific States, 
extending from the gulf of Darien westwafS to Costa 
Rica, no such relics have yet come to light, except in 
the western provinces of Chiriquf and Veragua, not­
withstanding the extensive explorations that have been 
made in vanous parts of the Isthmus in the interests 
of interoceanic communication.2

1 A general view of South American antiquities is given in another chap* 
ter of this volume.

* I might except a Roman coin of the time of Ceesar Augustus, and a 
<1»>
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The province of Chiriqui lies on the Pacific side of the 
Isthmus, and it is in its central region about the town of 
David, that monuments of a past age have been un­
earthed.’ These monuments are of three classes ; the 
first consisting °f rude figures cut on the surface of 
large boulder*. The best known of this class, and in fact 
the only one definitely described, is the Piedra Pintal at 
Caldera, a few leagues from David, which is fifteen feet 
high, ajabut sixteen in diameter, and somewhat flattened 
at the top. Top and sides are covered with curves, 
QVals, and concentric rings; while on the eastern side 
there are also fantastic figures, with others supposed to 
represent the sun, a series of varying heads, and scorpions. 
The figures are cut to a depth of about one inch, but on 
the parts most exposed to the weather are nearly effaced.

buried ship, or galley, of antique model, said to have been discovered in early 
times by the Spaniards in the vicinity of Panamà, and which figured some­
what largely in early speculations on the question of American origin. I 
need not say that the evidence for the authenticity of such a discovery is 
extremely unsatisfactory. See: Garcia, Origen de loi Ind., p. 174, with 
quotation from Marineo, Sumario, (Toledo, 1646,) fol. 19—apparently the 
original authority in the matter—and a reference to other editions and works; 
SoMnano Pereyra, De Ind. Jure, tom. i., p. 98; Id. Politico Ind., tom. i.,
Ïi. 22; Horn, Orig. Amer., p. 13 ; Simon, Noticias Historialei, (Cuença, 1626, j 
ib. i., cap. x.

1 Authorities on the Isthmian antiquities are not numerous. Mr Ber- 
thold Seemann claims to have been the first to discover stone sculptures near 
David in 1848, and he read a paper on them before the Archaeological In­
stitute of London in 1851. He also briefly mentions them in his Voy 
Herald, vol. i., pp. 312-13, for which work drawings were prepared but 
not published. Some of the drawings were, however, afterwards printed in 
BollaerCs An tig. Researches in N. Granada, (Loud., I860,) and a few cuts 
of inscribed figures also inserted with farther description by Seemann in 
Pim and Secmann's Dotting!, pp. 26-32. It is stated in the last-named 
work that M. Zeltner, French Consul at Panamà, whose private collection 
contained specimens from Chiriqui, published photographs of some of 
them with descriptive letter-press. Bollaert also wrote a paper on ‘The 
Ancient Tombs of Chiriqui,’ in Amer. Ethno. Soc., Transact., vol. ii, 
pp. 161,169. On various occasions from 1869 to 1866, travelers or residents on 
the Isthmus, chiefly parties connected with the Panamà railway, sent speci­
mens, drawings, and descriptions to NeVit York, where they were presented 
to the American Ethnological Society, orewbtbiU'd 'before and discussed by 
that body at its monthly meetings, an account of which may be found in 
the Hist. Hag., vol. iii., p. 240, vol. iv., pp. 47-8, 113, 144, 176-7, 239-41, 
274, 338, vol. v., pp. 50-2, vol. vi., pp. 119, 164, vol. ix., p. 168. A re­
port on the Chiriqui antiquities by Dr Merritt was printed by the same 
society. The above, with slight mentions in Cullen's Darien, p. 38, from 
Whiting and Shuman't Report on Coal Formations, April 1, 1861, and in 
Bidxoelts Isthmus, pp. 37-8, from Hay’s Report, in Powles' H. Granada, are 
the only sources of information on the subject with which I am acquainted.
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Another lava boulder similarly incised found in the 
parish of San Miguel is pronounced by Mr Squier, 
from the examination of a drawing, to resemble stones 
seen by him in other parts of Central America. I copy 
Seemann’s cuts of several of the characters.* The second

® if®

Incised Figures on the Rocks of Chiriqui.

class includes a few stone columns, some of them ten or 
twelve feet high, found at David and in Veragua as well. 
These seem never to have been seen in situ, but scat­
tered and sometimes used for building purposes by the 
present inhabitants. Their peculiarity is that the char­
acters engraved on their surface are entirely different 
from those of the Piedra Pintal, being smaller and cut 
in low relief. Drawings of these possibly hieroglyphic 
signs, by which to compare them with those of Copan, 
Palenque, and Yucatan, are not extant. The third 
class comprises the huacas, or tombs, a large number of 
which have been opened, and a variety of deposited 
articles brought to light. The tombs themselves are 
of two kinds. Those of the first kind are mere pebble- 
heaps, or mounds, three or four feet high, and the only 
articles taken from them are three-legged stones for 
grinding com, known in all Spanish America as metates. 
The other graves have rude boxes or coffins of flat

« Pirn and Seemann'i Dottings, pp. 28, 28-31 ; Seemann’s Voy. Herald, 
vol. i., pp. 312-13; Hist. Mag., vol. iv., p. 338.

Vol. rv. a
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stones, with, in a few instances, rude stone posts several 
feet in height. Graves of this class are found to con­
tain golden ornaments, with trinkets and implements of 
stone and burned clay. In most of them no traces of 
human remains are met; and when human bones do 
occur, they usually crumble to dust on exposure to 
the air, one skull, however, described as broad in the 
middle and flat behind, having been secured, and a 
plaster cast exhibited to the American Ethnological 
Society.®

The golden ornaments taken from the huacas of 
Chiriqui amount to many thousands of dollars in value. 
They are of small size, never exceeding a few inches 
in either dimension, are all cast and never soldered, 
and take the shape of men, animals, or birds. One 
represents a man holding a bird in each hand, with 
another on his forehead. The gold is described by Dr 
Davis as being from ten to twenty carats fine, with 
some copper alloy ; but by another party the alloy is 
pronounced silver.® Of stone are found ornaments, such 
as round agates pierced in the middle; weapons, includ­
ing axes, chisel-heads, and arrow-heads, the latter of 
peculiar make, being pyramidal in form, with four cut­
ting edges converging to a point, and in some instances 
apparently intended to fit loosely into a socket on the 
shaft; images, perhaps idols, in the shape of animals 
or men, but these are of comparatively rare occurrence ;T 
and various articles of unknown use. One of the lat­
ter dug up at Bugabita is described as a “horizontal 
tablet, supported on ornamented legs, and terminating 
in the head of a monster—all neatly carved from a sin­
gle stone,” being twenty inches long, eight inches high, 
and weighing twenty-five pounds. Another was con­
jectured to have served for grinding paints.8 Articles

3 Hitt, Mao, voL ix, p. 168.
• Id., vol. lii., p. 240, vol. iv., pp. 47-8, 239-40.
1 Three statues presented by Messrs Totten and Center in 1860 were 

about two feet high, of a dark, hard stone, in human form with features and 
limbs distorted. Two of them had square tapering pedestals apparently in­
tended to support the figures upright in the ground. Id., vol. iv., p. 144.

■ Id., vol. iv., pp. 239-40, 274.
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of burned clay are more numerous in the huacas than 
those of other material. Small vases, jars, and tripods, 
some of the latter having their three legs hollow and 
containing small earthen balls which rattle when the 
vessels are moved, with musical instruments, compose 
this class of relics. The earthen ware has no indica­
tion of the use of the potter’s wheel ; is found both 
glazed and unglazed; is painted in various colors, 
which, however, are not burned in, but are easily 
rubbed off when moist ; and many of the articles are 
wholly uninjured by time. The specimens, or some 
part of each, are almost invariably molded to imitate 
some natural object, and the fashioning is often grace­
ful and true to nature. Perhaps the most remarkable 
of these earthen specimens, and indeed of all the 
Chiritjuf antiquities, are the musical wind-instruments, 
or whistles. These are of small dimensions, rarely ex­
ceeding four inches in length or diameter, with gen­
erally two but sometimes three or four finger-holes, 
producing from two to six notes of the octave. No 
two are exactly alike in form, but most take the shape 
of an animal or man, the mouth-hole being in the tail 
of the tiger and bird, in the foot of the peccary, in the 
elbow of the human figure. Some have several air- 
cavities with corresponding holes to produce the differ­
ent notes, but in most, the holes lead to one cavity. 
One had a loose ball in its interior, whose motion varied 
the sounds. Several are blown like fifes, and nearly all 
have a hole apparently intended for suspending the in­
strument by a string.* Other antiquities are reported 
to exist at various points of the Isthmus, which white 
men have never seen; instance a rocking stone in the 
mountains of Veragua.10

I close my somewhat scanty information concerning 
the antiquities of Chiriquf with the general remarks 
which their examination has elicited from different 
writers. Whiting and Shuman speak of the sculptured

• Hist. Mag., vol. iv., pp. 144, 177, 240-1, 274.
II Seemann's Voy. Herald, voL i., p. 314.
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columns of Muerto Island as being similar to those in 
Yucatan described by Stephens,-11 but it is hardly proba­

ble that this opinion rests on an actual Comparison of 
the hieroglyphics. Dr Merritt deems the axe or chisel 

: heads almost identical in form as wçll as material with 
specimens dug up in Suffolk County, England ; some 
of the same implements resemble tnose seen by Mr 
Squier in actual use among the natives of other parts 
of Central America; while the arrow-heads and musi­
cal instruments are pronounce^ different in some re­
spects from any others known, either ancient or 
modem. The incised characters represented in the 
cut on page 17, together with many others, if we may 
believe Mr Seemann, have a striking resemblance to 
those of Northumberland, England, as shown by Mr 
Tate.11 In some of the terra cottas, a likeness to 
vessels of Roman, Grecian, and/Etruscan origin has 
been noted; the golden figures, in the opinion of 
Messrs Squier and May, being like those found further 
south in the country of the ancient Moiscas.18

One point bearing on the antiquity of the Chiriquf 
relics is the wearing away by the weather of the in­
cised sculptures, which appear to Mr Seemann to 
belong to a more ancient, less advanced civilization 
than those in low relief.14 Another is the disappear­
ance as a rule of human remains, which, however, as 
Dr Torrey remarks,18 cannot in this climate and soil 
be regarded as an indication of great age; and, more­
over, against the theory of a remote origin of these 
relics, and in favor of the supposition that all may be 
the work of the not distant ancestors of the people 
found by the Spaniards in possession of the country, 
we have the fact that gold figures similar to those 
found in the huacas were made, worn, and traded by

11 Cullen's Darien, p. 38.
11 Pim and Seemann's Dottings, pp. 28-32; Tate's A noient British Sculp­

tured Rocks.
11 BidtceHs Isthmus, p. 37 ; Hist. Mag., rol. iv., p. 176.
14 'A much higher antiquity must be assigned to these hieroglyphics 

than to the other monuments of America.' Voy. Herald, vol. L, p. 313.
15 Hist. Mag., vol. v., p. 60.
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the natives of the Isthmus at the time of its discovery 
and conquest;1* that the animals so universally imita­
ted in all objects whether of gold, stone, or clay, are 
all native to the country, with no trace of any effort 
to copy anything foreign ; and that similar clay is still 
employed m the manufacture of rude pottery.17

Costa Rica, adjoining Chiriqul on thfc west, is the 
first or most southern of the states which belon||i polit­
ically to North America, all the Isthmus provinces 
forming a part of Colombia, a state of the south­
ern continent. Stretching from ocean to ocean with 
an average width of ninety miles, it extends north­
westward in general fèrms some two hundred miles 
from-the Boca del Drago and Golfo Dulce to the Rio 
de San Juan and the southern shores of Lake Nicara­
gua in 11° north latitude. Few as are the aboriginal 
monuments reported to exist within these limits, still 
fewer are those actually examined by travelers.

Drs Wagner and Scherzer, who traveled extensively 
in this region in 1853-4, found in all parts of the state, 
but more particularly in the Turialba Valley, which is 
in the vicinity of Cartago, traces of old plantations of 
bananas, cacao, and palms, indicating a more systematic 
tillage of the soil, and consequently a higher general 
type of culture among the former than are found 
among the modern native Costa Ricans. The only 
other antiquities seen by these intelligent explorers 
were a few stone hammers thought to resemble imple- 
mênts which have been brought to light in connection 
with the ancient mines about Lake Superior; but the 
locality of these implements is not stated. Cabo 
Blanco, reported by Molina18 as containing the richest 
deposit of ancient relics, yielded nothing whatever to 
the diligent search of the German travelers; nor did

chap.
17 Merritt and Davis, In Hist. May., vol. iv., pp. 176, 274. 
11 In a work which I have not seen. That author's Coup‘•in a worn wmcn l have not «een. That author's Coup cTOeil sur la 

République de Costa Rica, and Memoir on the Boundary Question, furoiah 
no information on the subject.

,-Af
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their failure here leave them sufficient faith to continue 
their researches on the island of Chira, where, accord­
ing to the same authority there are to be found ruined 
aboriginal towns and tombs. At San José they were 
told of figures of gold alloyed with copper which had 
been melted at the government mint, and they briefly 
mention hieroglyphics on a few ancient ornaments no­
where described.1* Mr Squier describes five vessels 
of earthen ware or terra cotta obtained, in localities not 
mentioned, from Costa Rican graves. Four of these

Terra Cottas from the Graves of Costa Rica.

are shown in the accompanying cut. Fig. 1, sym­
metrically shaped, is entirely without decoration ; Fig. 
2 is a grotesque image supposed to have done duty 
originally as a rattle ; Fig. 3 has hollow legs, each con­
taining a small earthen ball, which rattles at each

11 IVagner and Seherter, Cotta Rica, pp. 465-6, 471, 622-4, 561.
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motion of the vase ; and the top of Fig. 4 is artistically 
moulded, apparently after thé model of a tortoises 
back. An axe of green quartz is also described, 
which to Mr Squier seemed to indicate a higher grade 
of skill in workmanship than any relic of the kind 
seen in Central America. The cutting edge is slightly 
curved, showing the instrument to have been used as 
an adze ; the surface shown in the cut is 
highly polished, and the whole is pene­
trated by a small hole drilled from side to 
side parallel to the face where the notches 
appear. This implement seems to present 
a rude representation of a human figure 
whose arms are folded across its breast.
Other implements similar in material but
larger and of ruder execution, are said to |________
be of not unusual occurrence in the sepul- Axe o{ Green 
chres of this state.” Quartz.

Mr Boyle makes the general statement that gold 
ornaments and idols are constantly found, and that 
the ancient mines which supplied the precious metal 
are often seen by modern prospectors. Dr Merritt 
also exhibited specimens of gold, both wrought and 
unwrought, from the (ancient?) mines of Costa Rica, 
at a meeting of the American Ethnological Society in 
February, 1862.” While voyaging on the Colorado, 
the southern mouth of the Rio de San Juan, Mr Boyle 
was told by a German doctor, his traveling companion, 
of a wonderful artificial hill in that vicinity, but, of 
whose exact locality the doctor’s ideas appeared some­
what vague. On this hill, according to his statement, 
was to bè seen a pavement of slate tiles laid in copper ; 
but the interesting specimens which he claimed to have 
collected in this neighborhood had been generously 
presented by him to museums in various parts of the 
world, and therefore he was unable to show any of

t

80 Squier's Nicaragua, (Ed. 1866,) vol. ii., pp. 338-9, and plate.
81 Boyle's Ride, vol. ii., p. 86; Hist. Mag., vol. vi., p. 119.
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them.” Father Acufia, an enthusiastic antiquary of 
the Rich Coast, living at Paraiso near Cartago, reports 
an ancient road which be believes to have originally 
connected Cartago with the port of Matina, and to 
have formed part of a grand aboriginal system of high-* 
ways from the Nicaraguan frontier to the Isthmus! 
with branches to various points along the Atlantic 
coast. The road is described as thirty-six feet wide, 
paved with rounded blocks of lava, and guarded at the 
sides with sloping walls three feet in height. Where 
the line of the road crossed deep ravines, bridges were 
not employed, but in their stead the yscent and descent 
were effected by means of massive steps cut in the 
rocky sides. Some relics found near this road were 
given to New York gentlemen. The priest also speaks 
of tumuli abounding in the products of a past age, 
which dot the plains of Terraba, once the centre, as he 
believes, of a populous American empire.” A channel 
which connects the Rio Matina with Moin Bay has been

. • • 1 1 i •/» *11 i If T» * 1 U _____

lothing more than a natural la­
goon.” In the department 

X- of Guanacaste, near the 
r'X gulf of Nicoya, was found 
Mtap the little frog in grey stone 

shown, full-sized, in the cut.
nni.. T- i -____ xi. _ f___ -a

nounces it

shown, full-sized, in the cut. 
The hole near the fore feet 
would seem to indicate thatFrog in Grey Stone.

it was worn suspended on a string as an ornament.”
Such is the meagre account I am able to give of 

Costa Rican monuments. True, neither this nor any 
others of the Central American states have been thor­
oughly explored, nor are they likely to be for many 
years, except at the feW points where the world’s com­
merce shall seek new passages from sea to sea. The

n Boyle'a Ride, vol. i., pp. 25-6.
° Meagher, in Harper's Mag., vol. xx., p. 317.
24 Reichardt, Cent. Amer., pp. 121-2.
“ Squier's Nicaragua, p. 511.
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difficulties are such as would yield only to a denser 
population of a more energetic race than that now oc­
cupying the land. The only monuments of the abo­
riginal natives likely to be found are those buried in 
the ancient graves. The probability of bringing to 
light ruined cities or temples south of Honduras is 
extremely slight. It is my purpose, however, to coh- 
fine myself to the most complete account possible of 
such remains as have been seen or reported, with very 
little speculation on probable discoveries in the future.

Our next move northward carries us to Cape Gra­
cias d Dios on the Atlantic, and to the gulf of Fon­
seca on the Pacific, the inclosed territory of Nicaragua 
stretching some two hundred and fifty miles north­
westward to the Wanks River and Rio Negro, widen­
ing in this distance from one hundred and fifty to about 
three hundred miles. Dividing this territory by a 
line along the central mountain ranges, or water-shed, 
into two nearly equal portions, the western or Pacific 
slope is the state of Nicaragua proper, while the east­
ern or Atlantic side is known as the Mosquito Coast. 
This latter region is almost entirely unexplored except 
along the low marshy shore, and the natives of the 
interior have always been independent of any foreign 
control.

In respect of ancient remains the Mosquito Coast 
has proved even more barren of results than Costa 
Rica. A pair of remarkable granite vases preserved 
in an English museum are said to have come from this 
region, but as no particulars of their discovery are 
given, it is of course possible, considering the former 
unsettled condition of all Central American boundary 
lines, not altogether remedied in later times, that 
there may be an error in locality. It is from ten to 
twelve inches in diameter and height, as nearly as can 
be ascertained from the drawing, and Humboldt re­
marks the similarity of its ornamentation to that 
found on some parts of the ruins of Mitla in Oajaca,
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described in a future chapter. One of the vases as 
represented in Humboldt’s drawing, is shown in the 
cut. The second vase is somewhat larger, more nearly

Granite Vase from the Mosquito Coast.

i . '

uniform in size at top and bottom, with plain legs, 
only diamond-shaped ornaments on the body of the 
vessel, and handles which take the form of a head and 
tail instead of two heads as in the first specimen.”

Christopher Columbus in a letter speaks of having 
seen on this coast, which he calls Çariay, a sculptured 
tomb in the forest as large as a house ; and Mr Helps 
imagines the Spanish conquerors sailing up the coast 
and beholding amidst the trees white structures “bear­
ing some likeness to truncated pyramids, and, in the 
setting sun, dark figures would be seem against the 
horizon on the tops of these pyramids ?'71 but as he 
is describing no particular voyage, some allowance 
may be made for the play of his imagination. Mr 
Boyle is enthusiastic over “the vast remains of a civ­
ilization long since passed away,” but far superior to 
that of Spain, including rocks cut down to human and

“ Pownal, in Archceologia, vol. v., p. 318, pi. xxvi.; Humboldt, Vues, 
tom. ii., p. 205, pi. xiii. ; (Ed. in folio, pi. xxxix.); Id., in Antiq. Mem., tom. 
i., div. ii., pp. 27-8, tom. ii., auppl. pi. vii., fig. xi.

17 Colon, Carta, in Navarrets, Col. de Wages, tom. i., p. 307; Helps’ 
Span. Conq., vol. ii., p. 138.
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animal shapes, artificial hills encased in masonry, 
streams turned from their courses, and hieroglyphic 
sculptures on the cliffs,—all in the Mosquito wdds. 
As a foundation for this, three men who descended the 
Rio Mico and Blewfields River from Libertad, Nic­
aragua, to the sea, claim to have beheld extraordi­
nary ancient works. These took the form of a cliff 
cut away where the river passed through a narrow 
canon, leaving a group of stone animals, among which 
was a colossal bear, standing erect on the brink of the 
precipice as if to guard the passage. The natives re­
ported also to Mr Pim the existence of grand temples 
of the antiguos, with an immense image of the abo­
riginal god Mico (a monkey) on the banks of this 
river; but when subjected to cross-questioning, their 
wonderful stories dwindled to certain rude figures 
painted on the face of a cliff, which Mr Pim was un­
able to examine, but which seemed from the native 
description similar to the cliff-paintings at Nijapa Lake 
in Nicaragua, to be described on a future page.28

From a mound of earth fifteen feet in diameter, and 
five or six feet high, on an island in Duckw^rra La­
goon, south of Cape Gracias â Dios, Mr Squier unearth­
ed a crumbling human skeleton, at whose head was a rude 
burial vase containing chalcedony beads, two arrow­
heads of the same material, and the human 
figure shown full-sized in the cut, fashioned Æk. 
from a piece of gold plate. Antonio, an in- 
telligent Maya servant, could see no resem- pEK 
blance in this figure to any relics of his race u'iMj 
in Yucatan. Two additional vases of coarse vjjjv 
earthen ware were discovered, but contained ImM 
no relics. On another occasion, during a Zmjj 
moonlight visit to the ‘Mother of Tigers,’ a Bg/ 
famed native mkia, or sorceress, on the Bo- ¥7 
cay, which is a branch of the Wanks, about Golden 
fifty miles south-westward from Cape Gracias, image.

** Boyle's Ride, vol. i., pp. 296-9; Pim and Seemann’s Dottings, p. 401.
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Mr Squier claims to have seen a ruined structure,
of which is shown in the cut. me 

- building was of two stories, but the
upper walls had fallen, covering the 
ground with fragments. It is described 

.T***®™*1 as “built'of large stones, laid with the
Home of the Sukia. , . i ei 1 1 , ingreatest regularity, and sculptured all
over, with strange figures, having a close resemblance,
if not an absolute identity” with those drawn by Cath-
erwood. A short distance from the building stood
an erect stone rudely sculptured in human
form, facing east, as in1 the cut. There
are, however, some reasons for doubting
the accuracy of these Bocay discoveries,
notwithstanding the author’s well-known
skill and reliability as an antiquarian,
since they were published under a nom
de plume, and in a work perhaps intended
by the writer as a fictitious narrative of 
j i qq * Mosquitoadventures. statue.

Across the dividing sierras, the Pacific slope, or 
Nicaragua proper, has yielded plentiful monuments of 
her former occupants, chiefly to the researches of two 
men, Messrs Squier and Boyle. The former confined 
his explorations chiefly to the region between the lakes 
and ocean, while the latter has also made known the 
existence of remains on the north-east of Lake Nica­
ragua, in the province of Chontales.30

n Bard’s (E. G. Squier) Waikna, or Adventures on the Mosquito Shore, 
pp. 216-17, 254, 258-60. The ‘King of the Mosquitos’ somewhat severely 
criticised the-work, in which, by the way, His Itovnl Highness is not very 
reverently spoken of, as ‘a pack of lies, especially when it was notorious that 
the author had never visited the Mosquito Coast. ’ Pim and Seemann’s Dot- 
tings, p. 271. ‘Le désert qui s’étend le long de la côte de la mer des Antil­
les, depuis le golfe Dulce jusqu’à l’isthme de Darien, n’a pas dQert jusqu’à

5résent de vestiges indiquant que le peuple auquel on doit les monuments 
e Palenquè, de Quiragua, de Copan, ait émigre au sud de l’isthme.’ Fried- 

riehsthal, in Nouvelles Annales des Voy., 1841, tom. xcii., p. 301.
* Squier’s Nicaragua; Boyle's Rule Across a Continent. Mr E. G. 

Squier resided in Nicaragua as Chargé d’Affaires of the United States 
durinft the year 1849-50. On account of his position he was afforded facil- / 
ities for research not enjoyed by other foreigners, and which his well-known
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Although nothing like a thorough exploration of 
the state has ever been made, yet the uniformity of 
the remains discovered at different points enables us. to 
form a clear idea of the character, if not of the full 
extent, of her antiquities, which for convenience in 
description may be classified as follows: I. Mounds, 
sepulchres, excavations, and other comparatively per­
manent works; II. Figures painted or cut on rocks 
or cliffs; III. Statues or idols of stone; IV. Stone 
weapons, implements, and ornaments; V. Pottery; 
VI. Articles of metal. Remarking that nowhere in 
Nicaragua have traces of ruined cities been found, nor 
even what may be regarded positively as the ruins of 
temples or other buildings, I proceed to describe the 
first class, or permanent monuments, beginning in the 
south-west, following the coast region and lake islands 
northward, and then returning to the south-eastern 
province of Chontales.

First on the south are the cemeteries of Ometepec 
Island, which is by some supposed to have been the

feneral burial place of all the surrounding country.
'hese cemeteries, according to Woeniger, are found in 

high and dry places, enclosed by a row of rough flat 
stones placed a few inches apart and projecting only 
slightly above the surface of the ground. Friedrichs- 
thal represents the sepulchres as three feet deep and 
scattered at irregular intervals over a plain. Boyle

antiquarian tastes and abilities prompted and enabled him to use to the 
best advantage during the limited time left from official duties. Besides 
the several editions of the work mentioned, Mr Squier's accounts or frag­
ments thereof have been published in periodicals in different languages; 
while other authors have made up almost wholly from his writings their 
brief descriptions of Nicaraguan antiquities. See Wappaus, Geog. w. 
Stat., p. 341; Sivers, Mitlelamerika, pp. 128-35; Tiedemann, in ifeidel- 
berger Yahrb., 1851, pp. 81, 91, 170; Muller, Amerikanische Urreligionen, 
pp. 463, 484, 498, 544; Andree, in Westland, tom. ii., pp. 3, 251; Heine, 
Wanderbilder, p. 181; Holinski, La Californie, p. 252; Baldwin's Ane. 
Amer., p. 124. Frederick Boyle, F. R. G. 8., visited the country in 1865-6, 
with the examination of antiquities as his main object. Both works are 
illustrated with plates and cuts; and both authors brought away interest­
ing specimens which were deposited by the American in the Smithsonian 
Institution, and by the Englishman in the British Museum. ‘J’avoue 
n'avoir rien rencontré d’important dans mes lectures, en ce qui touche les 
états de Costa Rica et de Nicaragua.’ Daily, Rares Indig., p. 12.
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found both fixed cemeteries fenced with a line of heavy 
stones and also separate graves.31 Thus no burial 
mounds proper seem to exist on the island. The ashes 
or unbumed bones of the dead are found enclosed in 
large earthen vases, together with what may be con­
sidered as the most valued property of the deceased, 
or the most appropriate gifts of friends, in the shape 
of weapons, ornaments, vessels, and implements of 
stone, clay, and perhaps metal, all T>f which will be 
described in their turn. When the burial urn is found 
to contain unbumed bones, its mouth is sometimes 
closed with the skull ; in other cases one or more in­
verted earthen pans are used for that purpose.

On Zapatero, an island which lies just north of 
Ometepec, distributed over a level space covered with 
a dense growth of trees, are eight irregular heaps of 
loose unhewn stones, showing no signs of system 
either in the construction of each individual mound 
or in their arrangement with reference to each other.32 

An attempt to open one of the largest of the number 
led to no results beyond the discovery of an inter­
mixture of broken pottery in the mass of stones. They 
are surrounded, as we shall see, by statues, and are 
believed by Mr Squier to be remains of the teocallis 
known to have served the Nicaraguans as temples at 
the time of the conquest.33 At the foot of Mt Mom- 
bacho, a volcano south of Granada, was found a ruined 
cairn, or sepulchre, about twenty feet square, not par­
ticularly described, but similar to those which will be 
mentioned as occurring in the department of Chon-

31 * Nicht.... von abgesonderten Steinen umgeben, sondem fanden aich, 
in einer Tiefe von drei Fuss, unrcgelmassig tiber die Ebene zeretreut.’ 
Friedrichsthal, in Si vers, Mittelamerika, p. 128 ; ‘ Les lies du lac, notam­
ment Ométépé semblent avoir servi de sépultures à la population des villes 
environnantes,.... car on y rencontre de vastes nécropoles on villes des 
morts, ressemblant par leur caractère à celles des anciens Mexicains.' Id. 
in Nouvelles Annales des Voy., 1841, torn, xcii., p. 297; in Lond. Oeog. 
Soc., Jour, vol. xi., p. 100; IVœniger, in Squier's Nicaragua, pp. 809-10; 
Boyle's Ride, vol. ii., p. 86.

11 Plan showing their relative position, in Squier's Nicaragua, p. 477.
” ‘ On y trouve (sur les lies du lac) encore un grand nombre de débris 

de constructions antiques.’ Brasseur de Bourbourg, in Nouvelles Annales 
des Voy., 1855, torn, cxlvii., p. 135.

L. \



EL BAfiO AT MA8AVA. 81

tales; others were said by the inhabitants to have 
been found in the same vicinity.84 In a steep-banked 
ravine near Masaya, the rocky sides of which present 
numerous sculptured figures, or hieroglyphics, a shelf 
some nine feet wide is cut in the perpendicular cliff ' 
which towers one hundred feet in height at its back. 
On this shelf is a rectangular excavation eight by four 
feet and eighteen inches deep, with regularly sloping 
and smoothly cut sides, surrounded by a shallow groove 
which leads to the edge of the precipice, presumably 
designed to carry off rain-water. This strange excava­
tion is popularly known as El Baflo, although hardly 
of sufficient size to have served as a bath ; a rudely cut 
flight of steps leads up the cliff to the shelf, and two 
pentagonal holes penetrate the face of the cliff at its 
back horizontally to a great depth, but these may be 
of natural formation. Some kettle-shaped excavations 
are reported also along the shore of the lake, now and 
possibly of old used in tanning leather.36 Mr Boyle 
speaks of the road by which water is brought up from 
the lake to the city by the women of Masaya, a deep 
cut in the solid rock, a mile long and descending to a 
depth of over three hundred feet, as a reputed Work 
of aboriginal engineering, but as he seems himself 
somewhat doubtful of the fact, and as others do not 
so mention it, this may not properly be included in 
our list of ancient monuments.36 In the cliff at Nijapa, 
an old crater-lake near Managua, is what has been re­
garded by the natives as a wonderful temple excavated 
from the solid rock by the labors of the Antiguos, 
their ancestors. Indeed its entrance bears a strong 
resemblance, when viewed from the opposite side of 
the lake, to the arched portals of a heathen temple, 
but, explored by both Squier and Boyle, it proved to 
be nothing more than a natural cavern.37

Across the lake northward from Managua the vol-
31 Boyle'a Ride, vol. ii., p. 42.
33 Squier’a Nicaragua, pp. 439-41.
36 Boyle's Ride, vol. ii., pp. 10-11.
37 Id., vol. ii., pp. 161-2; Squier'a Nicaragua, p. 396.
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cano of Momotombo, projecting into the waters, forms 
a bay in a locality once Occupied traditionally by a 
rich and populous city. If we may credit the Abbé 
Brasseur de Bourbourg, its ruins are yet to be seen 
beneath the waters of the bay.” Captain Belcher vis­
ited the country in 1838, and was told that a cause­
way formerly extended across from the main to the 
island of Momotombita, probably for the use of the

Îriestsof ancient faith, since the island is rich in idols.
le even was able to see the remains of the causeway 

extending in the dry season some three hundred and 
sixty yards from the shore; but a closer examination 
convinced Mr Squier that the supposed ruins were 
simply a natural formation whose extreme hardness i 
had resisted better than the surrounding strata the 
action of the waves.”

On the slope of a small boyl-shaped valley near 
Leon is what the natives call the Capilla de la Piedra, 
a natural niche artificially enlarged in the face of a 
large rock facing the amphitheatre. It is spacious 
enough to accommodate four or five persons, and a 
large flat stone like an altar stands just at the en­
trance. At Subtiava, an Indian pueblo near Leon, is ' l 
a stone mound, sixty by two hundred feet,, and ten cj 
feet high, very like those at Zapatero, except that in / 
this case the stones about the edges present some signs 
of regularity in their arrangement. It is very proba­
bly the ruin of some old temple-mound, and even in 
modem days the natives are known to have secretly 
assembled to worship round this stone-heap th^gods 
of their antiquity. Several low rectangular mdunds 
were also seen but not examined at the base of the 
volcano of Orota, north-east of Leon.40

Returning to the south-eastern Chontal province, 
the only well-attested permanent monuments are burial

* ‘Us montrent avec effroi lee débris de la cité maudite, encore visibles 
sous la surface des eaux.’ Brasseur de Bourbourg, in Nouvelles Annales des 
Voy., M55, torn, cxlvii., p. 149.

” Belcher's Voyage, vol. i., p. 171; Squier's Nicaragua, p. 299.
" Squier1 s Nicaragua, pp. 306-8; /rf, (Ed. 1856,) vol. ii., p. 335.
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mounds or cairns of stone, although the Chevalier 
Friedrichsthal claims to have found here “remains 
of ancient towns and temples,” which, nevertheless, 
he does not attempt to describe, and Mr Squier men­
tions a traditionary ruined city near Juigalpa.41 The 
cairns are found in the regions about the. towns of 
Juigalpa and Libertad, although exploration would 
doubtless reveal their existence elsewhere in the prov­
ince. At both the places named they occur in great 
numbers over a large area. “At Libertad,” says Mr 
Boyle, “graves were so plentiful we had only the em­
barrassment of choice. Every hill round was topped 
with a vine-bound thicket, springing, we knew, from 
the cairn of rough stone reverently piled above some 
old-world chieftain.” No farther description can be 
given of them than that they are rectangular embank­
ments of unhewn stone, Jpiilt, in borne cases at least, 
with regularly sloping sid§à, and of varying dimen­
sions, the largest reported bein^ one hundred and 
twenty by one hundred and seventy-five feet, and five 
feet high. Being opened they disclose earthen burial 
urns containing, as at Ometepec, human remains, both 
burned and unburned, and a great variety of stone and 
earthen relics both within and without the cinerary 
vase. The burial deposit is oftenest found above, but 
sometimes also below, the original surface of the 
ground. These cairns appear to have somewhat more 
regularity, on the exterior at least, than the stone 
tumuli of Ometepec. A more thorough examination 
of both is necessary before it can be determined whether 
or not the Ometepec mounds are, as Mr Squier be­
lieves, the ruins of teocallis and not tombs, and whether 
some of the Chontal cairns may not be*the ruins or 
foundations of ancient structures. There can be little 
doubt that the Nicaraguans employed the mound- 
temple in their worship, and it is somewhat remarka­
ble if Catholic fanaticism has left no traces of them ;

11 Lond. Geog. Soc., Jour., vol. xi., p. 100 ; Nouvelle» Annale»de» Voy., 
1841, torn, xcii., p. 297; Squier'» Nicaragua, (Ed. 1856,) vol. il., p. 335.



84 ANTIQUITIES OF NICARAGUA.

yet it is probable that wood entered more largely 
into their construction than in more northern climes. 
Mr Boyle found one grave near ^Juigalpa differing 
from the usual Chontal method of interment, and 
agreeing more nearly with that practiced in Mexico 
and Ometepec; and Mr Pirn mentions the occurrence 
of numerous graves in the province, of much smaller 
size and of different proportions, the largest being 
twenty by twelve feet, and eight feet high."

Near Juigalpa was seen a hill whose surface was 
covered with stones arranged in circles, squares, dia­
monds, and rays about a central stone also a hill of 
terrace-formation which from a distance seemed to be 
an aboriginal fortification.44 In the same neighbor­
hood is reported a series of trenches stretching across 
the country, one of them traced for over a mue, nine 
to twelve feet wide, widening at intervals into oval 
spaces from fifty to eighty feet in diameter, and these 
enlargements containing alternately two and four small 
mounds arranged in lines perpendicular to the general

Trench near Juigalpa.

direction of the trench.48 “ Several rectangular parallel­
ograms outlined in loose stone,” in the vicinity of Li- 
bertad, are supposed by Mr Boyle to be Carib works, 
not connected with the Chontal burial system.46

I come secondly to the hieroglyphic figures cut or 
painted on Nicaraguan clifls. 4*nese appear to belong 
for the most part to that lowest class of picture-writing

II Boyle’s Bide, vol. i., pp. 159-61, 196-212, 291 ; Pim and Seemann's 
Dottings, p. 126; On the buildings of the ancient Nicaraguans, see vols. ii. 
and iii. of this work; also Brasseur de Bourbourg, Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. ii., 
p. 114; Peter Martyr, dec. vi., lib. v; Squier's Nicaragua, (Eld. 1856,) vol. 
ii., pp. 835-6.

° Boyle’s Ride, vol. i., pp. 154-5.
M Froebel, AusAmer., tom. i., pp. 379-80; Id., Cent. Amer., pp. 119-20.
15 Livingston, in Squier's Nicaragua, (Ed. 1866,) voL ii., pp. 334-5.
u Boyles Ride, voL i, p. 212.
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common throughout the whole length of the North 
American continent, even in the territory of the most 
savage tribes. Doubtless many of these figures were 
executed in commemoration of events, and thus served 
temporarily as written records; but it is doubtful if the 
meaning of any of these inscriptions ever survived the 
generation which originated them, and certain that 
they are not understood by native or by antiquarian 
at the present day. It is not unlikely that some of 
them in Nicaragua may be rude representations of 
deities, and thus identified with the same gods pre­
served in stone, and with characters in the Aztec 
picture-writings; but the picture-writing of the Ni­
caraguan Nahuas, unlike that of their brethren of 
Andhuac, was not committed to paper during the first 
years of the conquest, and has consequently been lost.

At Guaximala a cave is mentioned having sculp­
tures on the roclçs at its entrance. The natives dared 
not cross the figured portal.41 In the ravine near 
Masaya, already spoken of as the locality of the ex­
cavation known as El Bafto, the steep side-cliffs are 
covered with figures roughly cut in outline, and often 
nearly obliterated by the ravages of time. They are 
shown in Stjuier’s drawings on the following page, the 
order in which the groups occur being preserved.

Mr Squier detects among the objects thus rudely 
delineated, the sun twice represented, a shield, arrows 
or spears, the Xiuhatlatli of the Aztec paintings, which 
is an instrument for hurling spears, and a monkey. 
Besides the regular groups, isolated single figures are 
seen, among which the two characters shown in the 

accompanying cut are most frequently 
^—5 repeated. The same vicinity is report-

^ ed to contain figures both painted and 
cut in other localités.48

17 Heine, Wanderbilder, p. 181.
19Squier'» Nicaragua, pp. 436-41; ‘Sur lea parois du rocher on voit en­

core des dessins bizarres gravés et peints en rouge, tels que lés donne M 
Squier.' Brasseur de Bourbourg, in Nouvelles Annales des Voy., 1855, torn 
cxlvii., p.,147.

\
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On the old crater-walls, five hundred feet in height 
at the lowest point, which inclose Lake Nijapa, a few 
miles south-west of Managua, are numerous figyres 
painted in red. Portions of the walls have been thjfrwn 
down by an earthquake, the debris at the water’s 
edge being covered with intricate and curious red 
lines; and most of,those still in place have been so 
defaced by the action of wind and water that their 
original appearance or connection cannot be distin­
guished.

Feathered Serpent at Lake Nijapa.

Among the clearest of the paintings is the coiled 
feathered serpent shown in the cut. It is three feet 
in diameter, across the coil, and is painted forty feet 
up the perpendicular side of the precipice. This would 
seem to be identical with the Aztec Quetzalcoatl, or 
the Quichd Gucumatz, both of which names signify 
‘plumed serpent.’ Of the remaining figures, shown 
in the cut on the following page, the red hand is of 
frequent occurrence here, and we shall meet it again 
farther north, especially in Yucatan. The central 
upper figure is thought by Mr Squier to resemble a
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character in the 
thrown down the sun an 
prominent.4*

Aztec paintings ; and among those 
moon are said to have been

Rock-paintings of Nijapa.

In the Chontal province none of these pictorial 
remains are reported, yet Mr Boyle believes that 
many of the ornamental figures on pottery and stone

^ Mr Boyle found the cliff-paintings*to have suffered much since Mr 
Squier’s visit, thirteen years before ; so much so that none could he made 
out except the winged snake and red "hand. He also states that yellow as 
well as red pictures are here to be seen. Boyle'» Ride, vol. ii., pp. 160-1 ; 
Squier'a Nicaragua, pp. 391-6. In a letter, a fragment of which is pub­
lished in the Annual of Scientific Discovery, 1850, p. 364, Mr Squier de­
clares the paintings precisely in the style of the Mexican and Guatemalan 
MSS., closely resembling, some of the figures indeed identical with, those 
of the Dresden MS. Pim and Seemann, Dotting», p. 401, also noted the 
‘coiled-up lizard’ and other pictures, calling the locality Asososca Lake. 
Scherzer’, Wanderunqen, p. 72, and Trav., vol. i., p, 77, mentions also 
sculptured figures on this crater-wall. ,
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vessels are hieroglyphic in their nature ; founding this 
opinion on the frequent repetition of complicated 
groups, as for instance that in the cut, which is re­
peated four times on the circumference of a bowl.60

Chontol Hieroglyphic.

Statues in stone, representing human brings gen­
erally, but in some cases animals and monsters also, 
have been found and described to the number of about 
sixty, constituting our third and the most interesting 
class of Nicaraguan relics. Ometepec, rich in pottery 
and other relics, and reported also to contain idols, has 
yielded to actual observation only the small animal 
couchant represented in the cut.
11 was secretly worshiped by the 
natives for many years, even in 
modern times, until thià unor­
thodox idolatry was discovered 
and checked by zealous priests.
This animal idol was about four­
teen inches long and eight inches Ometepec idol, 
in height.81

The island of Zapatero has furnished some seven­
teen idols, which are found in connection with the 
stone-heaps already described, lying for the most part

80 Boyle' aRide, vol. ii., pp. 142-3.
11 Squier'a Nicaragua, pp. 610-17. There were formerly many idols 

resembling those of Zapatero, but they have been buried or broken up. A 
group is reported still to be found near the foot of Mt Madeira, but not seen. 
noeniger, mid., p. 509. Froebel, Au» Amer., tom. i., p. 261.
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wholly or partially buried in the sand and enveloped 
in a dense shrubbery. It is not probable that any one 
of them has been found in its original position, yet 
such is their size and weight that they are not likely

Idols of Zapatero.—Fig. 1, 2.

to have been moved far from their primitive locality. 
Indeed Mr Squier, with a large force of natives, trans­
formed into zealous antiquarians by a copious dispen­
sation of brandy, had the greatest difficulty in placing
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them in an upright position. An ancient crater-lake 
conveniently near at hand accounts satisfactorily for 
the almost entire absence of smaller idols, and would 
doubtless have been the receptacle of their larger 
fellow-deities, had the strength of the priestly icono­
clasts been in proportion to their godly spirit, as was 
the case with Mr Squier’s natives. As it was they 
were obliged to content their fanatical zeal with over­
throwing and defacing as far as possible these stone 
rivals of their own gods. There seems to be no regu­
larity or system in the arrangement of the statues 
with respect to each other, and very little with respect 
to the stone mounds. It is probable, however, that, 
if the latter are indeed ruined teocallis, the statues 
stood originally round their base rather than on their 
summit. The idols of Zapatero, which is within the 
limits of the Niquiran or Aztec province, are larger 
and somewhat more elaborate in workmanship than 
those found elsewhere ; and the genital organs appear on 
many of their number, indicating perhaps the presence 
here of the wide-spread phallic worship. The cuts 
show ten of the most remarkable of these monuments.

Fig. 1 is nine feet high and about three feet in 
diameter, cut from a solid block of black basalt. The 
head of the human figure crouching on its immense 
cylindrical pedestal forms a cross, a symbol not un­
common here or elsewhere in America. All the work, 
particularly the ornamental bands and the niches of 
unknown use or import in front, is gracefully and 
cleanly cut. Fig. 2 is a huge tiger eight feet high 
seated on a pedestal. The heads and other parts of 
different animals are often used in the adornment of 
partially human shapes both in stone work and pottery, 
but purely animal statues, intended as this apparently 
is, for idols, are rare. Fig. 3, an idol “of mild and 
benignant aspect” is shown in the leaning position in 
which it was found. Fig. 4, standing in the back­
ground, was raised from its fallen position to be 
sketched.
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Idols of Zapatero.—Fig. 3, 4.
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Fig. 5 represents a statue which, with its pedestal, 
is over twelve feet high. The well-carved head of a 
monster, two feet eight inches broad, surmounts the 
head of a seated human form, a common device in the

Idols of Zapatero.—Fig. 5.

fashioning of Nicaraguan gods. A peculiarity of this 
monument is that the arms are detached from the sides 
at the elbows ; free-sculptured limbs being of rare oc­
currence in American aboriginal carvings. Fig. 6 is
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a slab three by five feet, bearing a human figure cut in 
high relief, the only sculpture of this kind discovered 
in Nicaragua. The tongue appears to hang upon the 
breast, and the eyes are merely two round holes. Fig. 
7, on the following page, represents a crouching human 
form, on whose back is a tiger or other wild l>east 
grasping the head in its jaws, a favorite method

ing, wit! 
obtained 
of the Sr

Idols of Zapatcro.—Fig. f>.

among these southern Nahua nations of representing 
in stone and clay the characteristics of what are pre­
sumably intended as beings to be worshiped. The 
expression of the features in the human face is de­
scribed by Mr Squier as differing from any of the 
others found in this group, This idol and the follow-
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ing, with many other curious monuments of antiquity 
obtained by the same explorer, are now in the museum 
of the Smithsonian Institution at Washington.

X
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Fig. 8 is carved on a slab five feet long and eighteen 
inches wide, representing a person who holds to his 
abdomen what seems to be a mask or a human face.

Fig. 9 is of very rude execution and seemingly rep­
resents a human figure wearing an animal mask, which 
is itself surmounted by another human face. Two 
small cup-shaped smoothly cut holes are also noted in

Idols of Zapatero.—Fig. 8, 9.

the head-dress. Fig. 10 is a stone three feet and a 
half high, but slightly modified by the sculptor’s art, 
which gave some semblance of the human form.

From the cuts given a good general idea of the Za­
patero monuments may be obtained; of the others 
described, one is a man with a calm, mild expression 
of countenance, seated with knees at chin and hands
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on feet on a round-topped square pedestal which tapers 
towards the bottom.

Two statues from Zapatero stand at the street-cor­
ners of Granada ; one, known as the Chiflador, is much 
broken; the other has the crouching animal on the 
human head. Another from the same island stands

Idols of Zapatero.—Fig. 10.

by the roadside at Dirioma, near Granada, where it 
serves as a boundary mark. According to Mr Boyle 
this statue is of red granite, and it seemed to Mr 
Squier more delicately carved than those at Zapatero.52

M Squier'a Nicaragua, pp. 180, 470-90, 496; Id., (Ed. 1856,) vol. ii., p. 
336; Id., in Annual Scien. Diacov., 1851, p. 388. ‘L’île de Zapatero a fourni 
des idoles qui sont comme des imitations grossières du fameux colosse de 
Memnon, type connu de cette impassibilité réfléchie que les Égyptiens don­
naient à leurs dieux.’ Holinaki, La Californie, p. 252. ‘There still ex et 
on its surface some large stone idols.’ Schcner'a Trav., vol. i., p. 31. ‘Sta­
tues d’hommes et d’animaux d’un effet grandiose, mais d’un travail qui an­
nonce une civilisation moins avancée que celle de VYucatan ou du Ouaté-
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have been dug up, having been buried there purposely 
by order of the catholic authorities in behalf of the 
supposed spiritual interests of the natives. Fig. 1 is 
cut from hard red sandstone ; the human face is sur­
mounted by a monster head, and by its side the open 
mouth and the fangs of a serpent appear. The limbs 
of this statue, unlike those of most Nicaraguan idols, 
are freely sculptured and detached so far as is consistent 
with safety.

Pensacola Idols.—Fi;z. 2.

Fig. 2 is an animal clinging to the back of a human 
being, concerning which Mr Squier remarks: “ I nev­
er have seen a statue which conveyed so forcibly the 
idea of power and strength.” The back is ribbed or
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carved to represent overlapping plates like a rude coat 
of mail, and the whole is nine feet high and ten feet 
in circumference. Fig. 3 is the head and bust—the

Pensacola Idols.—Fig. 3.

lower portion having been broken off—of a hideous 
monster, with hanging tongue and large staring eyes, 
large ears, and distended mout'h, “like some gray mon­
ster just emerging from the depths of the earth at 
the bidding of the wizard-priest of an unholy religion,” 
not inappropriately termed ‘el diablo’ by the natives, 
when first it met their view.64

54 Squier's Nicaragua, pp. 448-57. The head of fig. 1 is the Mexican 
sign toehtli. The animal in fig. *2 may lie intended for an alligator. /</ , in 
Annual Scicn. Discov., 1851, p. 387.
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Momotombita Island formerly contained some fifty 
statues standing round a square, and facing inward, if, 
as Mr Squier believes, we may credit the native re­
port. All are of black basalt, and have the sex clearly 
marked, a large majority representing males.

Fig. 1 is a statue notice­
able for its bold and severe 
cast of features, and for 
what is conjectured to be 
a human heart held in the 
mouth, as is shown in the 
front view, Fig. 2. Fig. 
3 was found at a street- 
corner at Managua, but 
had been brought origin-

Idols of Momotombita.—Fig. 1 and 2.
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Idols of Momotombita.

Colossal Head from Momotombita.
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ally from the island. Another, also from Momotom- 
bita, was found at Leon and afterwards deposited in 
the Smithsonian Institution. It evidently served as 
a support for some other object; the back is square 
and ribbed like the one at Pensacola, the eyes closed, 
and “the whole expression grave and serene.” The 
colossal head shown in the cut on the preceding page 
was among the other fragments found on the island, 
where two groups of relics are said to exist, only one 
of which has been explored.55'

Piedra de la Boca.

tsesK

, in

The Piedra de la Boca is a small statue, or frag­
ment, with a large mouth, standing at a street-comer 
in Granada, having been brought from one of the lake 
islands. The natives still have some feelings of de­
pendence on this idol in times of danger. Several 
rudely carved, well-worn images stood also at the 
street-corners of Managua in 1838.56

At the Indian pueblo of Subtiava near Leon many 
idols were dug up by the natives for Mr Squier, eight 
of them ranging from five and a half to eight feet in 
height and from four to five feet in circumference.

51 Squicr's Nicaragua, pp. 285-7, 295-301, 402; Id., in Annual Scicv. 
Discov., 1850, p. 363; Wappaus, Geag. u. Slat., p. 341.

36 Belcher's Voyage, vol. i., p. 172; Squier’s Nicaragua, pp. 179, 402.
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The natives have always been in the habit of making 
offerings secretly to these gods of stone, and only a 
few months before Mr Squier s visit a stone bull had 
been broken up by the priests. About the large stone 
mound before described are numerous fragments, but 
only one statue entire, which is shown in Fig. 1. It 
projects six feet four inches above ground and is cut 
from sandstone. At the lower extremity of the flap

Idols of Subtiava.—Fig. 1.

which hangs from the belt in front is noted a cup-like 
hole large enough to contain about a quart. Fig. 2, 
of the same material, is two feet six inches in height, 
and represents a female either la tiding a mask over 
lier abdomen, or holding open the abdomen for the
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Idols of Subtiavn.

face to look out. Fig. 3 and 4 show a front and
rear view of another statue, in 
which the human face, instead 
of being surmounted by, looks 
out from the jaws of some ani­
mal. The features of the face 
had been defaced apparently by 
blows with a hammer ; the or­
namentation was thought to 
resemble somewhat that of 
the Copan statues. Others 
mentioned and sketched at Sub- 
tiava have a general resem­
blance to these.67

The Chontal statues are di­
vided by Mr Boyle into two 
classes; the first of which in­
cludes idols, with fierce and dis­
torted features, never found on 
the graves, but often near them ; 
while the second is composed 

of portrait-statues, always distinguished by closed eyes 
and a calm, “simple, human air about their features, 
however irregularly modeled.” The latter are always 
found on or in the cairns under which bodies are in­
terred, and are much more numerous than the idols 
proper. Unfortunately we have but few drawings in 
support of this theory. It is true that the two classes 
of features are noticeable elsewhere, as well as here, 
but the position of the statues does not seem to justify 
any such division into portraits and idols. Mr Boyle 
also believes the Chontal sculptures better modeled 
though less elaborate than those of the south-west.68

57 Sauier's Nicaragua, pp. 204-5, 301-7: ‘Some of the statues have the 
same elaborate head-dresses with others of Copaii; one l>ears a shield upon 
his arm; another has a girdle, to which is suspended a head.’ Id., in Annual 
Scien. Discov., 1850, n. 303.

58 If idols, to Mr Boyle they indicate a worship of ancestors, of which, 
however, there seems to l>e no historical evidence. Mr Pirn suggests that 
the idols of mild expression may he those worshiped before, and those of 
more ferocious aspect after, the coming of the Aztecs.
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Fig 1 is one of several statues 
found near Juigalpa; it is of the 
portrait class, and is remarkable 
for the wen over the eye and a 
cross on the breast. Fig. 2 is the 
head of another taken from a cairn 
near Libertad, and since used to 
prop up a modern wall. Fig. 3 is 
what Mr Pim terms a head-stone 
of one of the graves in the same 
locality. Many of the images have 
holes drilled through them ; there 
is no distinction of sex, and here, 
as elsewhere, there is no attempt 
at drapery. Entire statues seem 
to be rare, but fragments very 
abundant. Mr Squier notes in all 
the Nicaraguan statues a general 
resemblance, but at the same time 
marked individuality, and deems it 

Fig. 3. possible to identify many of them
with the gods of the Mexican Pantheon.68

My fourth class includes weapons, implements, orna­
ments, and other miscellaneous articles of stone. There 
is a mention without description of arrow-heads and 
Hint Hakes dug up from the graves of Ometepec. 
Celts, much like those extant in European collections, 
are reported as of frequent occurrence ; two of granite 
and one of basalt at Ometepec, and one of chipped 
Hint at Zapatero, the latter being regular in outline,

M The other Chontal statues more or less fully described are the follow­
ing: A huge monolith, of which twelve feet six inches were unearthed, 
having a cross on the breast with two triangles, and the arms and legs 
doubled back; a head four feet eight inches in circumference, and one foot 
ten inches high; an idol four feet eight inches high, wearing on its head an 
ornamented coronet, resembling a circlet of overlapping oyster-shells, with 
a cross on the left shoulder and a richly carved belt; a stone woman thirty- 
seven inches high, having the left corner of the mouth drawn up so as to 
leave a round hole between the lips, and the arms crossed at right angles 
from the elbows; a very rude idol with pointed cap, holes for eyes, and a 
slit for a mouth, whose modern use is to grind corn; and lasfNy, a statue 
with heard and whiskers. Boyle's Ride, vol. i., pp. 147-9, 158-64, 210-12, 
242, 290-5; Pirn and Seemann's Dotting», pp. 126-8.

IfXe ^ .
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with a smooth sharp edge, believed by Mr Boyle to 
be of very rare form, and unique in America. Axes 
are also said to be numerous, there being specially 
mentioned one of basalt, broad and thin, from Ome- 
tcpec; and a similar one, three or four inches wide, six 
inches long, and of a uniform thickness, not exceeding 
one third of an inch, from Zapatero.

Nicaraguan Weapons.—Fig. 1 and 2.

Nicaraguan Weapons.—Fig. 3 and 4.

IliSt'1' : s

Fig. 1 is a rude aboriginal weapon from a cairn near 
Libertad, called by Mr Pirn a hatchet. Fig. 2 is an
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axe of syenite found by Mr Squier at Granada, where 
he states that similar relics are not uncommon. Fig. 
3 is one of two very beautiful double-edged battle- 
axes from the Chontal cairns. It is of volcanic stone, 
twelve and a half inches long by seven and three 
fourths inches wide. Fig. 4 represents a flint axe 
from Zapatero Island as sketched by Mr Boyle. A 
knife ten inches long was also found by Pirn in a 
Chontal grave.60

Granite Vase from Brita.

Stone vessels are rare, though a granite vase, eighteen 
inches high, as shown in the cut, was dug up at Brita, 
near Rivas; and two marble vases of very superior j 
workmanship were found in a Libertad mound. One 
was of the tripod form and badly broken; the other 
was shaped like a can resting on a stand, with orna­
mental handles, and having its sides, not thicker than 
card-board, covered with grecs and arabesques.61

Metates occur often on both sides the lakes. The 
cut on the following page shows one dug up at Leon, 
being very similar to those still in use in the country,

60 Boyle's Ride, vol. i., pp. 290-1, vol. Ii., pp. 97, 144-5; Squier's Nicara­
gua, (Ed. 1856,) vol.ii., p. 339; Pirn and Seemann's Dotting», pp. 126-7.

61 Boyle's Ride, vol. i., pp. 200-2, 209, vol. ii., pp. 45-6; Squier's Nica­
ragua; pp. 515, 521 ; cut of tne leg of a stone vase, Id., (Ed. 1856,) vol. ii., p.
339.

1
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but more elaborate in its ornamentation. Those east 
of the lakes are Hat instead of curved, but still supe-

Nicaraguan Metate.

rior to any now made, and in connection with them 
have been found the pestles with which maize was 
crushed.”

Broken pedestals and sculptured fragments whose 
original purpose is unknown occur frequently, and 
stone rattles were formerly found about Juigalpa. 
Beads of lava, basalt, and chalcedony, in collections 
suggestive of small necklaces, are numerous, particu­
larly at Omet epee. Those of lava are often wonder­
fully wrought, about an inch long, ringed or grooved 
on the surface, pierced lengthwise with a hole only 
large enough to admit a fine thread, and yet the whole, 
of the most brittle material, not thicker than twine. 
Those of chalcedony are of larger size.63

The niche near Leon, known as the Capilla de la 
Piedra, had before its entrance a flat stone resembling 
an altar. At Zapatero Mr Squier found four stones 
also apparently intended for sacrificial purposes. One 
of these, an oval stone imbedded in the earth, and cov-

61 Squier'a Nicaragua, pp. 256-7.
63 Boyle's Ride, vol. i., pp. 150-2, 159, vol. ii., pp. 43, 98; Squier's 

Nicaragua, pp. 521-2; Pimand Seemann's Dottings, pp. 126-7.
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ered onjts upper surface with inscribed characters, is 
shown in the cut. Near the Simon mine in Nueva

Altar from Zapatero.

Segovia, the north-eastern province of the state, was 
found by Mr Pim a broken font, the only relic of this 
region, on the exterior of which the following figure 
is carved, supposed to represent the sun. It has also 
the peculiarity of what seem intended for long mous­
taches.64

Olio..

x
Sun-sculpture in Nueva Segovia

The fifth class embraces all articles of pottery, abun­
dant throughout the whole extent of the state, but 
especially so on the lake islands, where the natives ac-^ 
tually dig them from the earth to supply their present 
needs. None pf the localities which have yielded

M Sduier't Nicaragua, pp. 307-8, 476, 488 ( Pim and Scemann't Dotti/uis. 
p. 128
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other relics is without its deposit of earthen ware, 
either whole or in fragments. The fact that vessels 
unearthed by the natives, when unbroken, are wholly 
uninjured by their long rest under a damp tropical 
soil, indicates their excellence in material and con­
struction. It is not indeed probable that in material 
or methods of manufacture the ancieiit differed essen­
tially from the modem pottery; but in skill and taste 
the former was unquestionably far superior. Mr 
Squier pronounces the work equal to the best speci­
mens of the Mexican and Peruvian potters. He tinds 
no evidence of the use of the wheel; Mr Boyle, how­
ever, thinks it was employed, but rarely. The clay 
varies from brown to mack, and the glazing, often 
sufficiently thick to be chipped off with a knife, is 
usually of a whitish or yelloVish hue. The colors with 
which most articles are painted are both brilliant and 
durable, r&t being a favorite. In some cases the paint 
seems to have penetrated the substance of the pottery, 
as if applied before the clay was dry. The figures of

the cut illustrate the two 
most commonxfomis of the 
cinerary, or mirial, urns, 
both from O^ietepec, the 
former" skeWhecToy Mr 
Boyle and the latter by 
Mr Squier. The unis con­
tain a black sticky earth

Burial Urn» from Ometepec.

supposed to represent traces of burned flesh, and often
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unburned bones, skull, or teeth, together with a col­
lection of the smaller relics which have been described. 
The bones of animals, deer-horns, and boar-tusks, and 
bone implements rarely or never occur. Earthen 
basins of different material and color from the urns are 
often—always in the Chontal graves—found inverted 
one over another to close the mouth. The burial vases 
are sometimes thirty-six inches long by twenty inches 
high, painted usually on the outside with alternate 
streaks of black and scarlet, while serpents or other 
ornaments are frequently relieved on the surface. Une 
or two handles are in most cases attached to each. 
Mr Squier believes a human skull to have been the 
model of the urns. Five of them at Libertad are 
noticed as lying uniformly east and west. It appears 
evident that many of the articles found in or »bout 
the graves had no connection with burial rites/ some 
of them having undoubtedly been buried to keel) them 
from the hands of the Spaniards. The figures of the

Ometepec Tripod Vase.—Fig. 1.

cuts, from Mr Boyle, show two forms of vessels which 
are frequently repeated among an infinite, variety of
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other shapes. The tripod vase with hollow legs is a 
common form, of which Fig. 1 is a fine specimen from 
Ometepec, live and three fourths inches high, and six 
inches in diameter, with a differetit face on each leg.

Bowl from Zapetero —Fig. 2.

Fig. 2 is a bowl from Zapatero which occurs in great 
numbers, of uniform shape and decoration, but of vary­
ing size, being ordinarily, however, ten inches in diam­
eter and four and one fourth inches high./ Both inside 
and outside are painted with figures winch from their 
uniformity in different specimens are deemed by Mr 
Boyle to have some hidden hieroglyphic meaning. /It 
is also remarked that vessels intended to be of 'the 
same size are exactly equal in every respect. Another 
common vessel is a black jar, glazed and polished, 
about four inches high and five and one fourth inches 
in diameter, made of light clay, and having a simple 
wavy ornament round the rim. Animals or parts of 
animâls, particularly alligators, often form a part of 
the ornamentation of pottery, but complete animals in 
clay are rare, a rude clay stag being the only relic of the 
kind reported. The device of a beast springing on the 
back of a human form, so frequent among the statues 
or idols, also occurs in terra cotta. The, four figures 
of the cut show additional specimens in terra cotta 
from Mr Squier, of which Fig. 2 is from Ometepec.84

“ Boylr'sRide, vol. i., pp. 180-1,201, 209, vol. ii., pp.45, 88, 90-7; Squier'* 
Nicaragua, pp. 299, 490, 809-10 ; Id., (Ed. 1886,) vol. ii., pp. 335-8, 362; 
I‘im ami Hermann’* Dotting*, p. 128; Sivert, Mittelamerika, pij. 128-9.

Vol. IV. 6
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Nicaraguan Figures in Terra Cotta.

It only remains to speak of the sixth and last class 
of Nicaraguan relics; viz., articles of metal, which may 
be very briefly disposed of. The only gold seen by any 
of our authorities was “a drop of pure gold, one inch 
long, precisely like the rattles worn by Malay girls,” 
taken by Mr Boyle from a cinerary vase at Juigalpa. 
But all others mention small gold idols and ornaments 
which are reported to have been found, one of them 
weighing twenty-four ounces; so that there can be but 
little doubt that the ancient people understood to a 
limited extent the use of this precious metal, which 
the territory has never produced in large quantities.

/
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Copper Mank.

Copper, on the contrary, is said to be abundant and of 
a variety easily worked, and yet the only relic of this 
metal discovered is the copper mask, which Mr Squier 
supposes to represent a tiger’s 
face, shown in the cut. It 
was presented to him by a man 
who claimed to have obtained it 
from Ometepec. Mr Boyle be­
lieves, with reason as I think, 
that in a country abounding in 
the metal, the skill and knowl­
edge requisite to produce the 
mask would most certainly have 
left other evidences of its posses­
sion. The authenticity of this 
mask, when considered as a Nic­
araguan relic, may be regarded 
as extremely problematical.”

Nicaraguan antiquities, concerning which I have 
now given all the information in my possession, give 
rise to but little discussion or visionary speculation. 
Indeed there is little of the mysterious connected with 
them, as they do not necessarily cany us farther back 
into the past than the partially civilized people that 
occupied the country in the sixteenth century. Not one 
relic has amteared which may not reasonably be deemed 
their work, or which requires the agency of an un­
known nation of antiquity. Yet supposing Nicaragua 
to have been long inhabited by a people of only slightly 
varying stages of civilization, any one of the idols de- 
scrilted may have been worshiped thousands of years 
Itefore the Spanish conquest. The relics are over 
three hundred years old ; nothing in themselves proves 
them to be less than three thousand. Comparison 
with more northern relics and history may fix their age 
within narrower limits.

8 Hoyle'! Ride, vol. i, pp. 150-1, vol. p. 87; Squier’i Nicaragua, pp. 
509-11.



CHAPTER III.

ANTIQUITIES OF SALVADOR AND HONDURAS. RUINS OF

JCOPAN.

Salvador —Opico Remains—Mounds of Jiboa —Relics of Lake 
Guijar—Honduras—Guanaja—Wall—Stone Chairs—Roatan 
—Pottery—Olancho Relics—Mounds of Aoalta and Abajo— 
Hacienda of Labranza—Comayaqua— Stone Doo-Idol—Ter­
raced Mounds of Calamulla—Tumuli on Rio CmiyflNtjUARE- - 
Earthen Vases of Yarumela—Fortified Plateau of Tenam- 
pua—Pyramids, Enclosures, and Excavations—Stone Walls- 
Parallel Mounds—Cliff-Carvings at Aramacina—Copan— 
History and Bibliography— Palacio, Fuentes, Galindo, Ste­
phens, Daly, Ellery, Hardcastle, Brasseur de Bourbouro— 
Plan of Ruins Restored—Quarry and Cave—Outside Monu­
ments—Enclosing Walls —The Temple —Courts—Vaults— 
Pyramid—Idols—Altars—Miscellaneous Relics—Human Re­
mains—Lime—Colossal Heads—Remarkable Altars—General 
Remarks. j

Following the continent westward from Nicaragija, 
we have the state of Salvador on the Pacific side, 
stretching some one hundred and eighty miles from 
the gulf of Fonseca to the Rio de Paza, the Guate­
malan boundaiy, and extending inland about eighty 
miles. Here, in the central province of San Vicente, 
a few miles southward from the capital city of the 
same name, I find the first well-authenticated instance 
in our progress northward of the occurrence of ruined 
edifices. But of these ruins we only know that they 
are the most imposing .monuments in the state, cover-

<M)
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ing nearly two square miles at the foot of the volcano 
of Upiqo, and that they consist of “vast terraces, 
ruins of edifices, and circular and square towers, and 
subterranean galleries, all built of cut stones. A sin­
gle carving has been found here, on a block of stone 
eight feet long by four broad, jit is in the true Mexi­
can style, representing probably a prince or grept war­
rior.”1 Several mounds, considerable in size and 
regular in outline, were noted on the plain of Jiboa 
west of San Vicente; also similar ones near Sonsonate 
in the south-western portion of the state. In the north­
west on the Guatemalan boundary, aboriginal relics 
are vaguely reported on the islands of Lake Guijar, but 
of them nothing is known.1 And concerning Salvador 
monuments nothing further is to be said, although Mr 
Squier heard of ruins in that state rivaling in extent 
and interest the famous Copan.*

On the other side of the continent, reaching also 
across to the Pacific at the gulf of Fonseca, north of 
Nicaragua, the Mosquito coast, and Salvador, is the 
state of Honduras. It extends over three hundred 
and fifty miles Westward along the Atlantic shore, from 
Cape Gracias â Dios nearly to the narrowest point of 
the isthmus where America is a second time so nearly 
cut in twain by the gulfs of Honduras and Dulce. 
The mountain chains which skirt the valley of the 
Motagua on the south, known as the sierras of Grita, 
Espintu Santo, Merendon, Copan, etc., form the 
boundary line between Honduras and Guatemala. 
The northern coast, closely resembling in its general 
character the Mosquito shore, has preserved along its 
marshy lagoons, so far as they have been explored, no 
traces of its early occupants. Yet on the coast islands

1 Squier't Cent. Amer., p. 341 ; Bald vin» Ane. Amer., pp. 123-4.
* ‘Hier sollen sich gletchfalls noch ununtersuchte intéressante india-

nisclie Monumente linden.’ Reiekardt, Cent. Amer., p. 83. ‘Nothing posi­
tive is known concerning them.’ Syuier't Cent. Amrr., p. 341. liasse! says 
they are the remains of the old Indian town of Zacnaljia. Hex. Guat., p. 368.

• Squier’» Nicaragua, (Ed. 1856,) vol. ii., p. 335.
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some relics appear. On that of Guanaja, whence in 
1502 Columbus first beheld the continent of North 
America, is reported a wall of considerable extent, only 
a few feet high, with three-legged stone chairs fixed at 
intervals in rude niches or fissures along its sides. 
Chair-shaped excavations in solid rock occur at several 
other points on the island, together with rudely molded 
hut fantastically decorated vessels of earthen ware. 
The Guanaja remains are chiefly found in the vicinity of 
the Savanna Bight Kay.4 On the neighboring island 
of Roatan fragments of aboriginal pottery and small 
stone idols are found scattered through the forest.* 

The eastern interior of Honduras, by reason of its 
gold mines, has been more extensively explored than 
the Mosquito region farther south ; yet with respect 
to the departments of Olancho and Tegucigalpa I only 
find the statement by Mr Wells that “mounds con­
taining specimens of ancient pottery are often met 
with oy the vaqueros while exploring the gloomy 
depths of the forest, but these seldom survive the 
destructive curiosity of the natives;” this chiefly in 
the valleys of Agalta and Abajo, and on the hacienda 
of Labranza. The pottery takes the fonn of pans 
and jars to the number of ten to thirty in each mound; 
no idols or human remains having been reported.*

Still farther west, in the valley of Comayagua, mid-1 
way between the oceans, about the head-waters of the 
rivers to which the names Ulua, Goascoran, and Cho- 
luteca are applied as often as any others on the maps,

4 Young'i Narrative, p. 48. Mr Young also uv. but does not de­
scribe, several ‘curious things' besides these chairs where once the antiguts | 
seated, perhaps, their gods of stone.

1 Sivere, Mittelamerika, p. 182. ‘ I understand the adjacent island,
Roatan, exhibits yet more proofsof having lieen inhabited by an uncivilised 
race.’ Young't Narrative, p. 48. ‘Jusqu'à ce jour on n’y a découvert 
aucune ruine importante ; mais les débris de poterie et de pierre sculptée 
qu’on a trouvés ensevelis dans ses forêts, suffisent pour prouver quelle 
n’était pas plus que les autres régions environnantes privée des bienfait» de 
la civilisation.' Braeeeur de Bourbourg, Hitt. Nat. Civ., torn, iv., pp. 612-1 

• Weltf Explor. Ht nul., p. 553. Hivers, Mittelamerika, pp. 166-7, with­
out reference to any particular locality, mentions pottery as frequently 
found in graves and among ruins, including pipe-heads, cigar-holders, drink­
ing-cups, sacrificial vessels, and jugs.

HW?
vol. xi:
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there are abundant works of the former natives, made 
known, but unfortunately only described in part, by 
Mr Squier These works.chiefly occur on the terraces 
of the small branch valleys which radiate from that 
of Comayagua" as a centre, in localities named as fol­
lows: Chapulistagua, Jamalteca, Guasistagua, Chapu- 
luca, Tenampua, Maniani, Tambla, Yarumela, Cala- 
mulla, Lajamini, and Cururu. The ruins are spoken 
of in general terms as consisting of “large pyramidal, 
terraced structures, often faced with stones, conical 
mounds of earth, and walls of stone. In these, and in 
their vicinity, are found carvings in stone, and painted 
vases of great beauty.” Concerning most of the locali­
ties mentioned we have no further details, and must 
form an idea of thëir nature from the few that are 
jmrtially described, since a similarity is apparent be­
tween all the monuments of the region.

About Comayagua, or Nueva Valladolid, we are 
informed that “hardly a step can be taken in any di­
rection without encountering evidences of aboriginal oc­
cupation,” the only relic specified, however, being a stone 
idol of canine form now occupying a position in the walls 
of the church of Our Lady of Dolores. At Tambla, 
some leagues south-east of Comayagua, was found the 
fossil skeleton of a mastodon, whose tooth is shown in 
the cut, imbedded in a sandstone formation.7 One of the 
stratified sandstone terraces of 
the sierra south-west of Co­
mayagua forms a fertile table 
over three thousand feet above 
the level of the sea; and on 
its surface, in an area,of ten
or twelve acres iftclosed by a _
spring-fed mountain stream, Mastodon's Tooth, 
are the ruins of Calamulla, consisting simply of 
mounds. Of these two are large, one about one hun-

1 Squirr't Cent. Amer., pp. 132-3; Scherter'i Trav., vol. ii., p. 95; Id, 
Wamlerungrn, p. 371; IVn/yxiit», Geog. u. Slat., p. 310; Harjier't Mag., 
vol. xix., p. 610, with a cut at the mastodon’s tooth.

/
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dred feet long, with two stages, having a flight of 
steps on the western slope. It shows clear traces of 
having been originally faced with flat stones, now for 
the most part removed. Most of the mounds are of 
earth in terraces, and some of rectangular outline have 
a small conical mound raised a few feet above the 
surface of their upper platform. Stone-heaps of ir­
regular form also occur; perhaps places of sepulture ; 

, at least differing in their use from the tumuli of more 
regular outlines which may readily be imagined once 
to (have supjxirted superimposed structures of more 
perishable materials. The natives have traditions, 
probably unfounded, of subterranean chambers and 
galleries beneath this spot. In' the same vicinity, 
near the banks of the Rid Chiquinguare, and about a 
league from the pueblo of Yarumela, is another group 
of mounds, lying partly in the forest and partly in 

• lands now under native cultivation. These remains, 
although in a more advanced state of ruin, are very 
similar to those of the Cdlamulla group. It is noted, 
however, that the tumuli are carefully oriented, and 
that some have stone steps in the centre of each side. 
In one or two cases there even remained standing 
I>ortions of cut-stone walls. Local tradition, which as 
a rule amounts to nothing in such cases, seems to in­
dicate that these structures were already in a ruined 
state before the Spanish conquest. At the town of 
Yarumela, and presumably taken from the group de­
scribed, were seen, besides a few curiously carved 
stones, six earthen vases of superior workmanship and

Earthen Vase of Yarumela.
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design, one of which is represented in the cut, together 
with separate and enlarged portions of its ornamenta­
tion, which is both carved and painted. The flying 
deity painted in outline on one of its faces is pro­
nounced by Mr Squier identical with one of the char­
acters of the Dresden Codex.*

At Tenampua, or Pueblo Viejo, twenty miles south­
east of Comayagua, near Flores, is a hill of white 
stratified sandstone, whose sides rise precipitously to 
a height of sixteen hundred feet above the level of the 
surrounding plain. The summit forms a level plateau 
one half a mile widti and one mile and a half long 
from east to west. On the eastern half chiefly, but 
also spreading over the whole surface of this lofty 
plateau, is the most extensive group of ancient works 
in the whole region, and in fact the only one of whict^ 
we have a description at all in detail. As in the othet 
localities of thief part of the state, the group is made 
up for the most part of rectangular oriented mounds, 
some of stone, but most of earth, with a stone facing. 
The smaller mounds are apparently arranged in groups 
according to some system ; they vary in size from 
twenty 'to thirty feet in height, having from two to 
four stages. The larger pyramidal tumuli are from 
sixty to one hundred feet long and of proportionate 
width and altitude, with in many cases a flight of 
steps in the centre of the side facing the west.

The structures that have been described are as fol­
lows, it being understood that they are but a part of 
the whole : A mound located on the very edge of the 
southern precipice commands a broad view over the 
whole plain of Comayagua, and its position suggests 
its possible aboriginal use as a station for fire-signals. 
Just north of this is an excavation, or perhaps a small 
natural valley, whose sides are faced with stone in 
steps leading up the slope on all four sides. In the 
centre of the eastern half of the plain, and conse-

8 Visit to the Guajii/uero Ind., in Harper's Mag., vol. xix., pp. 608-11. 
For account of the Dresden MS., see vol. li. of this work.
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quently in the midst of the principal ruins, is what 
may be regarded as the chief structure of the group, 
commanding a view of all the rest. The annexed cut,

H
h " f

Enclosure at Tenampua.

made up from the description, will aid in giving a clear 
idea of the work. Two stone walls, an outer and an 
inner, about ten feet apart, each two feet thick, of 
which only a few feet in height remain standing, en­
close a rectangular area of one hundred and eighty by 
three hundred feet. Cross-walls at regular intervals 
divide the space between the two into rectangular 
apartments now filled with earth to a depth of two 
feet. The walls tenninate on the western side in two 
oblong terraced mounds between which is the only en­
trance to the enclosure ; while on the opposite side in 
a corresponding position on the eastern wall is a mound 

1 i ii - i ,i .1 - combined.
Within the inclosure is a large pyramidal mound in 
three stages, with a flight of steps on the west, situa-

its south-west corner a line of imbedded stones runs 
to the southern wall; and between the pyramid and 
the gateway is a small square of stones. A similar 
mound, also provided with a stairway, is found in the 
north-east corner of the enclosure. The stones of 
which the walls and facings are made, indeed of all
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the stone work at Tenampua, are not hewn, but very \ 
carefully laid, no'mention being made of mortar. All 
the structures are carefully oriented. At the south­
east corner of the plateau is a second enclosure which 
has a gateway in the centre of each of its four equal 
sides, hut whose dimensions are not given. This 
has in its area two mounds, each with a stairway. 
Elsewhere, its location on the plateau not being stated, 
is a raised terrace, or platform, three hundred and sixty 
feet long, containing one of the most remarkable feat­
ures of the place, in the form of two parallel mounds 
one hundred and forty feet long, thirty-six feet wide 
at the base, ten feet high, and forty feet apart at their 
inner and lower edges. The outer sides have double 
walls like those of the chief enclosure, divided into 
three compartments, and having served apparently as 
the foundations of three separate buildings. The 
inner side of each mound slopes in three terraces, the 
lower ones being faced with large flat stones set up­
right. In a line with the centrp beween these paral­
lels and at a distance of one hundred and twenty paces 
is a mound with a stairway on its southern slope, and 
at a distance of twenty-four paces on the same line, 
but in a direction not stated, are two large stones care­
fully placed with a space of one foot between them. 
The conjectural use of these parallels, like that of 
somewhat similar ones which we shall meet elsewhere, 
is for the accommodation of the ancient nobility or 
priesthood in their games or processions. On the 
west end of the plateau are two perpendicular excava­
tions in the rock, twenty feet square and twelve feet 
deep, with a gallery three feet square leading north­
ward from the bottom of each. The natives have an 
idea that these passages lead to the ruins of Chapu- 
listagua, but they are probably of natural formation 
with artificial improvements, and of no great extent. 
The remains of a pyramid are found in the vicinity of 
the holes. Near the centre of the plateau, in a spot 
naturally low and marshy, are two large square exca-

■ *6* f'
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valions which may have been reservoirs. In addition 
to the works described are over three hundred mounds 
or truncated pyramids of different sizes, scattered over 
the surface of the plateau, to the location and arrange­
ment of Which, in the absence of a plan, we have no 
guide. They are covered with a heavy growth of 
timber, some of them supporting pine-trees two feet 
in diameter. Only one was opened and its interior 
found to consist simply of .earth, except the upper ter­
race which wfce ashes and ) burned matter, containing 
fragments of pottery aiuf of obsidian knives. The 
pottery is chiefly in the form of small flat pans and 
vases, all decorated with simple painted figures; and 
one small gourd-shape^ vase, nearly entire, was tilled 
with some black indurated matter so hard as not to 
be removable. As to the original purposes to which 
the structures of Tenampua were devoted, speculation 
points with much plausibility to religious ceremonies 
and temples in the case of the enclosures and larger 
pyramids; to sepulchral rites in that of the smaller 
mounds; while the strong natural position of the 
Works on a plateau with high, precipitous, and at nearly 
every point inaccessible sides, indicates that defense 
was an important consideration with the builders. The 
supposed reservoirs favor this theory, which is ren­
dered a certainty by the fortifications which protect the 
approach to the plateau at the only accessible points, 
on three narrow ridges connecting this hill with others 
of the range. These fortifications are walls of rough 
stone, from six to fifteen feet high and ten to twenty 
feet thick at the base, according to the weakness or 
strength of the location. Gullies on the slopes which 
might afford a cover for approaching foes are carefully 
filled with stones; and the walls themselves, which also 
have traces of towers at intervals, while presenting a 
perpendicular exterior, are terraced on the inside for 
the convenience of the defenders. Yet the poor thin 
soil, incapable of supporting a large number of people, 
indicates that it was not probably a fortified town, but
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that it must be regarded as a place sacred to the gods, 
to be defended to the last, and possibly a refuge for 
the people of the towns below in cases of extreme 
danger.8

Southward from Comayagua, toward the Pacific 
shore, we find relics of former times near Aramacina, 
in the Goascoran region. Here the smooth vertical 
face of a sandstone ledge forms one side of a natural 
amphitheatre, and is covered, for a space of one hun­
dred by fifteen feet, with engraved figures cut to a 
depth of two and a half inches, the incisions serving 
as convenient stepsiby which to mount the cliff. Some 
of the engravings j have been destroyed by modem 
quarry-men ; o^ tinsse remaining some seem to be or­
namental and arbitrary, while in others the forms of 
men and animals may be distinguished. They are 
pronounced by the observer identical in style with 
the inscriptions of Nicaragua and Salvador, of whose 
existence in the latter state we have no other intima­
tion.10

But one group of antiquities in Honduras remains 
to be described,—Copan, the most wonderful of all, 
and one of the most famous of American ruins. The 
location is in a most fertile tobacco-producing region 
near the Guatemalan boundary, on the eastern bank 
of the Rio Copan, which flows northward to join the 
Motagua some fifty miles below the ruins, at a point 
something more than one hundred miles above its 
mouth in the bay of Honduras.11

* Squitr's Cent. Amer., pp. 134-9; Scherzcr's Trav., vol. ii., pp. 95; 
Id., Wanderunqen, p. 371 ; nappaus, Gcog. u. Stat., p. 310.

10 Atlantic Monthly, vol. vi., p. 49. Las Casas has the following on the 
province of Honduras at the time of the conquest: ‘Tenia Pueblos innu­
merable!, y una vega de treinta léguas y mas, toda muy jxddada.... la 
ciudad de Naco que tenia sobre dos cientas mil animas, v nine ho* edif.cioa 
de piedra, en especial los templos en que adorahan.’ hist. Apologttica, 
MS., cap. lii.

11 On the north bank of the Copan, in latitude 14° 45', longitude 90° 5‘Z, 
four leagues east of the Guatemalan line, twenty leagues above the junction 
of the Motagua, which is sixty-five leagues from the hay. Galindo, in Amer. 
Antiq. Soc., Transact., vol. il., pp. 54/-50. Latitude 14° 39, longitude 91°
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Some rapids occur in the Copan River below the 
ruins, but in the season of high water it is navigable 
for canoes for a greater part of its course. The name 
Copan, so far as can be known, was applied to the 
ruins simply from their vicinity to an adjacent hamlet 
or Indian pueblo so named, which is located at the 
mouth of a small stream, called Sesesmil by Col. Ga­
lindo, which empties into the Copan a little higher 
up. This pueblo has greatly deteriorated in later 
times; formerly both town and produce were rich 
and prosperous.* Indeed, in the sixteenth century, in 
the revolt which broke out soon after the first con­
quest, the cacique of Copan resisted the Spanish fortes 
long after the neighboring provinces had been sub­
dued. Driven eventually to his chief town, he op­
posed barricades and ditches to the advancing foe, but 
was at last forced after a desperate struggle to yield 
to Hernando de Chaves in 1530. It was formerly 
supposed that the place where he made his brave 
stand against Chaves was identical with the ancient 
city since called Copan, its ruin dating from its fall in 
1530. It is now believed, however, that there was 
no connection whatever between the two, and that, so 
far as the ruined city of antiquity is concerned, history 
is absolutely silent. This conclusion is based on the 
facts that Cortès in his famous march through Hondu­
ras in 1524, although passing within a few leaguesîpf 
this place, heard nothing of so wonderful a city, as he 
could hardly have failed to do had it been inhabited 
at the time; that there is not the slightest resem-
13' west of Paris; six hundred and forty metres above the sea level; forty- 
five leagues from San Salvador, fifty-eight leagues from Guatemala, Id, m 
Antiq. Mex., tom. i., div. ii., p. 76. ‘Thirty miles east of Chiquimula.’ Cyclo­
pedia. Three hundred miles from the sea, (perhaps by the windings of the 
stream). By reason of accidental injury to the instruments the latitude 
and longitude could not be obtained. Situated on the east bonk of the 
stream according to plan. Stephen»' Cent. Amer., vol. i., p. 132. ‘Until 
lately erroneously located in Guatemala, are many miles within the bound­
aries of Honduras, and but a few days’ travel from the original landing- 
place of the Spanish discoverers.’ 1 Veil»' Explor., Hond., p. 552. Not to 
be confounded with Coban, metropolis of Vera Paz, one hundred and fifty 
miles west of Copan. Gallatin, in Amer. Ethnol. Soc., Transact , vol. i.,
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blance between the ruined structures to be described 
in these pages and the town besieged by Chaves as 
reported in the chronicles of the penod; and above all 
that the ruins are described by Palacio as being very 
nearly in their present state, with nothing but the 
vaguest traditions respecting their origin, only about 
forty years after the fall of the brave cacique, the lat­
ter fact, however, not having been known to those 
authors who have stated that Copan was inhabited at 
the conquest.11

This region has never been really explored with a 
view to the discovery of ancient relics. The few vis­
itors, of whose explorations I give the history and 
bibliography in full in the annexed note,11 have found

12 ‘Copan waa a colony of Tultecos.’ ‘The Spaniards found Copan in­
habited, and in the summit of its |>erfection.’ Galindo, in A mer. A ntiq. Soc., 
Transact., vol. ii., pp. 546, 649. On the expedition of Cortés referred to, 
see Alaman, Disertaciones, tom. i., pp. 203-25; Cogolludo, Hist. Yucathan, 
pp. 45-58; Cortés, Cartas, pp. 396-492; Gomara, Cong. Mex., fol. 245-74; 
Herrera, Hist. Gen., dec. iii., lib. vii., cap. viii., to lib. riii., cap. vii. ; Peter 
Martyr, dec. viii., lib. x.; Prescott's Mex., vol. iii., pp. 278-99; Torquema- 
da, Monarq. hid., tom. i., p. 588; Villaqutierre, Hist. Conq. Itza, pp. 
39-50; Helps' Span. Conq., yol. iii., pp. 33-57. Stephens seems to lie in 
some doubt as to the identity of ancient and modern Copan, there being 
‘circumstances which seem to indicate that the city referred to was inferior 
in strength and solidity of construction, and of more modem origin.’ Cent. 
Amer., vol. i., pp. 99-101. ‘The ruins of the city of that name and their 
position do not at all agree with the localities of the severe battle which 
decided the contest.’ ‘There is evety appearance of these places (Copan 
ami yuirij'ual having beep abandoned" long before the Spanish conquest.’ 
Gallatin, m Amer. Ethan. Soe., Transact., vol. i., p. $71. ‘Whatever 
doubts may have existedon the Subject, and as regards the high antiquity 
of the Ruins of Copan... .they are set at Rest by this Account of Palacio. 
They were evidently very nearly in their present Condition, at the Time he 
wrote, three hundred Years ago.’ Squier's Pref. to Palacio, Carta, p. 9. 
‘ Certain it is that the latter was a rum long before the arrival of the Span­
iards.’ Squier's Cent. Amer., p. 345.

13 The Licenciado Diego Garcia de Palacio, Oidor (Justice, not Auditor) 
of the Real Audiencia of Guatemala, in accordance with the duties of his 
office, traveled extensively in Guatemala eqd adjoining provinces, emlxxly- 
ing the results of his observations on countries and peoples visited in a rela­
tion to King Felipe II. of Spain, dated March 8, 1576, which document is 
preservedlin the celebrated Muiioz collection of MSS. It contains a descrip­
tion of the mins of Copan which exists in print as follows; Palacio, Rela­
tion, in Pacheco, Col. Doc. Intd., tom. vi., pp. 37-9; Palacio, Carta diriiida 
id Rey, Albany, 1860, pp. 88-96, including an English translation by E. G. 
Smiier; Palacios, Description, in Temaux-Compans, Recueil de Doe., pp. 42-4, 
wtiich is a somewhat faulty French translation ; Nouvelles A nnales des Voy., 
1843, tom. xcvii., pp. 38-40; Squier's Cent. Amer., pp. 242-4; and it is men­
tioned by Seiior J. B. Munoz in a report on American antiquities, written as 
early as 1785, of which a translation is given in Brasseur de Bourbourg,
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enough of the wonderful in the monuments known to 
exist since the sixteenth century, without pushing their 
investigations back into the dense and almost impene­
trable forest away from the immediate banks of the 
river. The difficulty attending antiquarian research 
in a country where the whole surface is covered with 
so dense a growth that progress in any direction is 
jtossible only foot by foot with the aid of the native

Palenqui, pp. 7-8; Herrera, Hist Gen., quotes, or rather takes from, Pa- 
lacio’s relation extensively, but omits the portion touching Copan. This 
first account of the ruins is by no means the worst that 1ms been written. 
Although naturally incomplete, it is evidently a bona-fide description by an. 
actual visitor, written at a time when the ruins were very nearly in their 
present condition, and their origin wrapped in mystery, although the stir­
ring events of 1530 were yet comparatively fresh in the memory of the 
natives. The next account is that ill Fuentes y Guzman, Recopilacion Flo­
rida de la Historia del Reino de Guatemala, MS., 1689. This work was 
never printed, although said to be in preparation for the press in 1856. Xi- 
menez, Hist. Ind Guat., p. vii. Fuentes’ description of Copan was, how­
ever, given to the public in 1808, in Juarros, Compendia de la Hist, de la 
Ciudad de Guatemala, a work translated into English in 1823, under the 
title of A Statistical arid Commercial Hist, of the Kingdom of Guatemala. 
From Juarros the account is taken by many writers, none, so far as I know, 
having quoted Fuentes in the original. Where the latter obtained his in­
formation is not known. His account is brief, and justly termed by Bras­
seur de Bourbourg, Palenqui, p. 14., ‘la description menteuse de Fuen­
tes,’ since nothing like the relics therein mentioned have tieen found in 
later times. Yet it is possible that the original was mutilated in passing 
through Juarros’ hands. This description, given in full in my text, is re­
peated more or less fully in Stephens' Cent. Amer., vol. i., p. 131 ; Warden, 
Recherches, p. 71 ; Gander's Mex. Guat., vol. ii., pp. 299-300 ; Malte- 
Brun, Précis de la Géog., tom. vi., pp. 470-1; Humboldt, in Nouvelles 
Annales des Voy., 1827, tom. xxxv., p. 329; Hassel, Mex. Guat., pp. 385-6; 
Cortés, Adventuras, p. 321, and in many other works mentioned in connec­
tion with matter from later sources. Next we have the exploration of 
Colonel Juan Galindo, an officer in the Central American service, sometime 
governor of the province of Peten, made in April, 1835. An account of his 
observations was forwarded to the Société de Géographie of Paris, and pub­
lished in the Bulletin of that Society, and also in the Literary Gazette of 
London. A communication on the subject was also published in A liter. A «<></. 
Soc., Transact., vol. ii., pp. 545-50; and the information furnished to the 
French Geographical Society was published en résumé in Antiq. Mex., tom. 
i., div. ii., pp. 73, 76. Ten drawings accompanied Galindo’s report, but 
have never been published, although the author announced the intention of 
the Central American government to publish his report in full with plates. 
He says, 'jesuis le seul qui ait examiné les ruines de Copan, et qui en oit 
fait la relation,’ but he knew nothing of Palacio’s visit. ‘Not being an 
artist, his account is necessarily unsatisfactory and imperfect, but it is not 
exaggerated.’ Stephens’ Cent. Amer., vol. i., p. 132. • Had an enquiring
mind, but a very superficial Education.’ Squier's Pref. to Palaeio, Carta, p. 8. 
Most of Galindo’s account is also given with that of Juarros, in Bradforefs 
Amer. Antiq., pp. 96-9; also some information from the same source in 
Broirnell's Ind. Races, p. 52, and in Larenaudièrc, Mex. et Guat., p. 267. 
In 1839 Messrs Stephens and Catherwood visited Copun. Mr Stephens,
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machete, may be imagined. A hot climate, a moist 
and malarious atmosphere, venomous serpents and rep­
tiles, myriads of diminutive demons in the form of 
insects, all do most vigorous battle against the ad­
vances of the foreign explorer, while the apathetic 
natives, whether of American or Spanish blood, feel 
not the slightest enthusiasm to unveil the mysterious 
works of the antiguos.

For what is known of Copan the world is indebted 
almost entirely to the works of the American traveler, 
Mr John L Stephens, and of his most skilful artist-

ax I find bv a careful examination of his book, spent thirteen days in his sur­
vey, namely, from November 17 to 30; while Mr Catherwood spent the 
larger part of another month in completing hie drawings. The results of 
their labors appeared in 1841 and 1844 under the titles:—Stephen»' Incident* 
of Travel in Central A merira, vol. i., pp. 95-160, with twenty-one plates 
and seven cuts; Catherwood’» View» of Ancient Monument» in Central 
America, in folio, with large lithographic plates. Slight descriptions of the 
ruins, made up chiefly from Stephens, may lie found as follows ;—Help»' 
Span. Conq., vol. iii., pp. 54-5; Willson'» Amer. Hi»t. pp. 76-9, with plan 
and cut; Nouvelles Annale» de» Voy., 1841, tom. xcii., pp. 64-74, 57, with 
plan and plates; Jone»' Hi»t. Ane. Amer., pp, 57-69, 116; Davis’ Antiq. 
Amer., pp. 4-5; Id., (Ed. 1847,)p. 30; Dally, Races Indig., pp. 12-13; Raid- 
win's A nr. A met., pp. 111-14, with cut ; Wappaut, (leog. u. Stat„ p. 308; 
Tiedemann, Hcidelo. Yabrb., 1851, p. 85; Larenaudiére, Mex. el Guat., 
pi. 9-12, the text being from Galindo and Juarros; Reichardt, Cent. Amer, 
pp. 91-2; Amérique Centrale, Colonization, pt ii., p. 68 ; Muller, Ameri- 
lanische UrreUgionen, pp. 462-4, 483; Macgregor's Progress of Amer., pp. 
877-8; Frost's Great Cities of the World, pp. 279-82, with cut. I)r Scherzer 
in 1856 started to explore Copan, but, owing to the political state of the 
country at the time, was unable to get nearer than Santa Rosa, where the 
padre said moreover that recent land-slides had much injured the effect of 
the ruins. This author gives, however, a brief account made up from 
Stephens, Galindo, and Juarms. Scherzer'» Trar. vol. ii., pp. 41, 86-7, 94-5. 
Id., Il anderungen, pp. 332, 366, 371. In September, 1856, the Jesuit Padre 
l'omette is said to nave visited the ruins; M. César Daly, at a date not 
mentioned, prepared on the spot plans and drawings of the different struc­
tures which he intended to publish in the Revue Générale de TArchitecture, 
but whether or not they have ever appeared, I know not ; the Abbé Bras­
seur de Bourbourg made two visits to Copan in 1863 and 1866; some slight 
additional information on the subject w as communicated by Mr Center, on 
authority not given, at a meeting of the American Ethnological Society 
in February, 1860 ; and Mr Hardcastle, who had spent several weeks in 
exploring the ruins, furnished some farther notes at a meeting of the same 
society in April, 1862 ; and, finally, photographs were made ot the ruins by 
M. Ellerly, director of the Aiotepcque silver-mines. But these later explora­
tions have not as yet afforded the public much information, except that the 
photographs mentioned, when compared by Brasseur de Bourlsiurg with 
Vatherwood’s plates, show the latter as well as Stephens’ descriptions to lie 
strictly accurate. Brasseur de Bourbourg, Hitt. Nat. Civ., tom. i., p. 96, 
tom. ii., p. 493; Id., Palenqut, pp. 8, 17; Hitt. Mag., vol. v., p. 114, voL 
vi., p. 154.

Vol. IV. 6
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companion, Mr F. Catherwood ;14 and from the works 
of these gentlemen, with the slight notes to be gleaned 
from other sources, I proceed to give all that is known 
of what is commonly termed the oldest city on the 
American continent. I will begin by giving Juarros’ 
description in full, since few or none of the objects 
mentioned by him can be identified with any of those 
met in the following pages. “In the year 1700, the 
Great Circus of Copan, still remained entire. This 
was a circular space, surrounded by stone pyramids 
about six yards high, and very well constructed ; at 
the bases of these pyramids were figures, both male 
and female, of very excellent sculpture, which then 
retained the colours they had been enamelled with; 
and, what was not less remarkable, the whole of them 
were habited in the Castilian costume. In the mid­
dle of this area, elevated above a flight of steps, was the 
place of sacrifice. The same author (Fuentes) relates 
that, at a short distance from the Circus, there was a 
portal constructed of stone, on the columns of which 
were the figures of men, likewise represented in Span­
ish habits, with hose, ruff round the neck, sword, cap, 
and short cloak. On entering the gateway there are 
two fine stone pyramids, moderately large and lofty, 
from which is suspended a hammock that contains two 
human figures, one of each sex, clothed in the Indian 
style. Astonishment is forcibly excited on viewing 
this structure, because, large as it is, there is no ap­
pearance of the component parts being joined together; 
and, although entirely of stone, and of an enormous 
weight, it may be put in motion by the slightest im­
pulse of the hand. Not far from this hammock is the 
cave of Tibulca; this appears like a temple of great

•< The only unfavorable criticism of Mr Stephens’ work within my 
knowledge, is that ‘the Soul of History is wanting !' ‘The Promethean 
spark by which the flame of historic truth should illuminate his work, and 
be viewed as a gleaming beacon from afar, to direct wanderers through the 
dark night of wonders, has found no spot to rest upon and to vivify !' Jour»' 
Hist. A ne. Amer., p. 55. And we may thank heaven for the fault when 
we consider the effects of the said ‘ Promethean spark’ in the work of the 
immortal Jones.
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size, hollowed out of the base of a hill, and adorned 
with columns having bases, pedestals, capitals and 
crowns, all accurately adjusted according to archi­
tectural principles ; at the sides are numerous windows 
faced with stone exquisitely wrought. All these cir­
cumstances lead to a belief that there must have been 
some intercourse between the inhabitants of the old 
and new world at very remote periods.”11

The ruins are always spoken of as extending two 
miles along the bank of the river; yet all the struc­
tures described or definitely located by any visitor, are 
included in the much smaller area shown on Mr 
Stephens’ plan, with, however, the following excep­
tions: “A stone wall with a circular building and a 
pit, apparently for a reservoir,” is found about a mile 
up the river; the quarry which supplied material for 
all the structures and statues,—a soft grit interspersed 
with hard flinty lumps,—is in a range of hills two miles 
north of the river, where are scattered many blocks 
rejected by the ancient workers, one being seen on the 
very top of the range, and another, the largest noted, 
half-way between the quarry and its destination at 
the ruins; Fuentes’ wonderful cave of Tibulca is in 
the same range of hills, and may be identical with 
the quarry, or, as Col. Galindo thinks, with a natural 
cave in a mountain two leagues distant; one monu­
ment is mentioned at a distance of a mile across the 
river on the summit of a mountain two thousand feet 
high, but this does not appear to have been visited ; 
and finally, the natives reported to Mr Hardcastle a 
causeway in the forest, several leagues in length. 
Yet although so very little is known of outside monu­
ments, there can be no doubt that such exist, not im­
probably of great extent and interest ; since, although 
heaps of ruins and fragments are vaguely reported in

11 Junrros' Hist. Guatpp. 66-7. That any such structure as the rocking 
hammock ever existed here is in the highest degree iniprol>able ; yet the 
pwlre at (lualan told Stephens that he had seen it, and an Indian had heard 

__ it spoken of by his gramifather. Stephens' Cent. Amer., vol. i., p. 144.
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every direction, no attempt at a thorough examination 
has ever been made or indeed could lie, except by re­
moving the whole forest by a conflagration during the 
dry season.16

The plan on the opposite page shows the ruins in 
their actual state, according to Mr Stephens’ survey, 
together with a restoration to what seems to have been 
something like their original condition. The union of 
the two effects in one plate is, I believe, a sufficient 
reason for indulging to this extent in a fancy for res­
toration, justly condemned by antiquarians as a rule."

Returning then to the limits of the plan, we find 
portions of a wall, a, a, a, which when entire, as indi­
cated by the dotted lines, seems to have enclosed a 
nearly rectangular area, measuring in general tenus 
900 by 1600 feet. Whatever treasures of antiquity 
may be hid in the depths of the forest, there can be 
but little doubt that this enclosure embraced the lead­
ing structures or sacred edifices of the ancient town. 
These walls would seem at least twenty-five feet thick 
at the base, and are built, like all the Copan struc­
tures, of large blocks of cut stone, of varying but not 
expressly stated dimensions. They are built, in parts

16 ‘Tl»e extent along the river, ascertained by monuments still found, is 
more than two miles.’ ‘Beyond the wall of enclosure were walls, terraces, 
and pyramidal elevations running off into the forest.’ Stephens' Cent. Amer., 
vol. i., pp. 133, 139, 140-7. ‘Extended along the bank of its river a length 
of two miles, as evidenced by the remains of its fallen edifices.’ ‘Mounts 
of stone, formed by fallen edifices, are found throughout the neighbouring 
country.’ Galindo, in Amer. Antiq. Soc., Transact., vol. ii., pp. 547, 549-50.
‘ La carrière.. est h 2000 mètres au nord.’ ‘ Là se trouve beaucoup de bois 
de sapin pétrifié.’ Id. ,in Antiq. Mex., tom. i.,div. ii., p. 76. ‘The ground, lie- 
ing covered with ruins for many square miles, and much overgrown by a rank 
vegetation, would require months for a thorough examination.’ ‘No re­
mains whatever on the opposite side of the river.’ Hardcastle, in Hist. Map., 
vol. vi., p. 154. ‘Les plaines de Chapulco s’étendent entre Copan et le pied 
des montagnes de Chiquimula. Elles sont couvertes de magnifiques ruines.’ 
Brasseur de Bourboura, Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. ii., p. 105.

17 ITan in Stephens' Cent. Amer., vol. i., p. 133, reproduced in Nouvelles 
Annales des Vou., 1841, tom. xcii., p. 57; and in Willson's Amer. Hist., p. 
76. Galindo’s drawings also included a plan. By reason of the disagree­
ment between Stephens’ plan and text in the matter of dimensions, I have 
omitted the scale as useless. The southern wallyjrthe enclosure, to accom­
modate the size of mv page, I have placed somtT two hundred feet north of 
its true position. Tfiose portions of the temple shaded by cross-lines are 
the portions still standing according to the survey.
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Temple of Copan.

From the remains the Temple in its original state is 
seen to have been an immense terrace, with sides 
sloped toward the land but perpendicular on the 
river, on the platfonn of which were both pyramidal 
elevations and sunken courts of regular rectangular 
outlines. The river wall, b, c, rises perpendicularly to a

18 The southern wall in one place rises 30 or 40 feet in steps. Stephen»' 
Cent. Amer., vol. i., p. 134. ‘One wall eighty feet high ami fifty feet thick 
for half its height, or more, and then sloping like a roof, was formed of stones 
often six feet by three or four, with mortar in the interstices.’ Hardcastle, ill 
Hist. Ma*]., vol. vi., p. 154. Mr Center ' mentioned a Cyclopean wall.... uii- 
deseribed in any publication, but reported to him by most credible witnesses,
alsjut 800 feet long, 40 feet high,-----feet thick, formed of immense hewn
stone.’ Hist. Mag., vol. v., p. 114. Stones ‘cut into blocks.’ Galindo, in 
Ailier. Antin. Soc., Transact., vol. ii., p. 549. Before reaching the ruins 
‘estÀ sefial de paredes gruesas.’ Palacio, in Pacheco, Col. Doc. Ined., tom. 
vi., p. 37.

18 According to Stephens’ text, which states that the river or west side is 
624 feet, and the whole line of survey, which cannot in this case mean any­
thing but the circumference, is 2866 feet, thus leaving 809 feet each for the 
northern and southern sides. His plan, and consequently my own, makes 
the dimensions about 790 feet north and south by 600 east and west, the 
circuit being thus 2780 feet. ‘Not enlarge as the base of the great Pyramid J

at least, in terraces or steps, and painted. Only one 
authority speaks of the use of mortar.18

In the north-west corner of the enclosure, nearly 
filling its northern half, is the chief structure which 
has been called the Temple. Its dimensions are 6‘24 
feet north and south by 809 feet east and west.19
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height, in its present ruined state, of from sixty to nine­
ty feet, and the annexed cut gives its appearance from 
the opposite side of the river; but the original eleva­
tion of the terrace overlooking the river, judging from 
portions still intact, was about a hundred feet, some 
twenty-five or thirty feet of this elevation, at least at the 
northern end, being, however, the height of the original 
bank above the water; so that the terrace-platform of 
the whole Temple, d, d, d, must have been about sev­
enty feet above the surface of the ground. The whole 
is built of cut stone in blocks a foot and a half wide by 
three to six feet long, and, without taking into account 
the excess of superimposed pyramids over sunken 
courts, must have required in round numbers over twen­
ty-six million cubic feet of stone in its construction.10

The land sides on the north, east, and south, slope by 
steps of about eighteen inches each to a height of from 
thirty to 140 feet according as they are more or less fall­
en, extending also in some parts to the general level 
of the terrace-platform, and in others reaching in 
one incline to the top of the upper pyramids, E, E.M

of Ghizeh.’ Stephens' Cent. Amer., vol. i., pp. 133. Galindo, Amer Antiq. 
Soe., Transact., vol. ii., p. 547, makes the dimensions 750 feet east and west 
(He calls it north and south, but on the supposition that the ruins are on 
the north bank of the river instead of the east) by 600 feet north and south, 
a circumference of 2700 feet; or if his measurements be understood to lie 
Spanish, their English equivalent would be aliout 690 by 552 feet, circuit 
2484 feet. The same author, Antiq. Mex, tom. i., div. ii., p. 76, gives 653 
by 524, and 2354 feet; or if French measure lie understood, its equivalent is 
696 by 588, and 2568 feet. As large as Saint Peter’s at Rome. Davis' Antiq. 
of Amer., pn. 4-5.

M ‘Broad terrace one hundred feet high, overlooking the river, and sup­
ported by the wall which we had seen from the opposite liank,’ Cut showing 
a view of this wall from across the river. Stephens' Cent, Amer., vol. i., pp. 
10t, 95-G, 139. Same cut in Baldwin's Ane. Amer., p. 112. ‘Built perpen­
dicularly from the bank of the river, to a height, as it at present exists, of 
more than forty yards.’ Galindo, in Amer. Antiq. Soe., Transact., vol. ii., p. 
547. ‘Una torre 6 terrapleno alto, que cnc sobre el rio que por allé pasa.’ 
‘Huy una escalera que baja hasta el rio por muchas gradas.’ Palacio, in 
Pacheco, Col. Doe, lned, tom. vi., p. 38. ‘The city-wall on the river-side, 
with its raised bank,.... must then have ranged from one hundred and thirty 
to one hundred and fifty feet in Height’ in imitation of ancient Tyre, the 
only city of antiquity with so high a wall on a river-bank. Jones' Hist. A nc. 
Amer, pp. 63, 161-2.

11 At the south-west comer a recess is mentioned which Mr Stephens 
believes to have been occupied by some large monument now fallen and 
washed away. Cent. Amer., vol. i., p. 134
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On the main platform are twd sunken rectangular 
courts, marked on the plan JjL and B, whose floors 
or pavements seem to be abopt forty feet above the 
surface of the ground, and thirty feet l>elow the level of 
the terrace. The court A j/ninety by 144 feet, and 
ascends on all sides in regymtr steps like a Roman am­
phitheatre. The west side ascends in two flights each 
of fifteen steps, separated by a terrace twelve feet wide, 
to the platform overlooking the river, on which, at i, are 
the ruins of what were apparently two circular towers. 
From a point half-way up the steps a passage or gal­
lery m, n, just large enough to afford passage to a 
crawling man, leads horizontally through to the face 
of the river-wall, the opening in which, visible from 
the opposite bank, has given to the ruins the name 
among the natives of Las Ventanas. Just below the 
entrance to this gallery, at o, is a pit five feet square, and 
seventeen feet deep, from the bottom of which a passage 
leads into a vault five feet wide, ten feet long, and four 
feet high, which, according to Col. Galindo’s measure­
ment, is twelve feet below the pavement of the court ; 
the opening into this pit, at o, seems however to have 
been made by Galindo by excavation. The entrance 
to the court A is by the passage-way, C, C, from the 
north, the fhxir of which is on a level with that of the 
court. Similar steps lead up to the river-terrace on 
the w’est, while the pyramid D on the east rises to a 
height of 122 feet on the slope in steps or stages each 
six feet high and nine feet wide. The passage-way is 
thirty feet wide and over 300 feet long, and it seems 
probable that a flight of steps originally led up to the 
level of its entrance at p. The Court B is larger, 
but its steps are nearly all fallen, and it is now only 
remarkable for its altar, which will be described else­
where.”

M This court may have l>ecn Fuentes' circus, although the latter is rep­
resented as having been circular. The terrace between it and the river 
is stated by Stephens to be only 20 feet wide ; according to the plan it is at 
least 50 feet. Stepkent' Cent. Amer, vol. i., pp. 142—1, 133, 140. The pave­
ment of the court is 20 yards above the river ; the gallery through the ter-
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As I have said, all the steps and sides bear evident 
traces of having been originally painted. The whole 
structure is enveloped in a dense growth of shrubs and 
trees, which have been the chief agents in its ruin, 
penetrating every crevice with their roots and thus 
forcing apart the carefully laid superficial stones. Two 
immense ceiba-trees over six feet in diameter, with 
roots spreading from fifty to one hundred feet, are 
found on the summit of the lofty pyramid D.

Besides the temple, there are three small detached 
pyramids, I ; F, (1, the former fifty feet square and thirty 
feet high, between the last two of which there seems 
to have been a gateway, or entrance, to the enclosure. 
There are moreover the terraced walls v, v, of the 
plan, which require no additional description, but 
which extend for an unknown distance eastward into 
the forest. There are also shapeless heaps of fallen 
ruins scattered in every direction.23

Next to the ruined Temple in importance, or even 
before it as an indication of the artistic skill of its build­
ers, are the carved obelisks, statues, or idols, which are

race is 4 feet high and 2$ feet wide; the vault below the court is 5.$ by 
10 by C feet, its length running north and south with 9° variation of the 
composa. Galindo, in Amer. Antiq. Soc., Transact., vol. ii., j>. 547. ‘Vna 
plaza muy bien fecha, con sus gradas ii la forma que escriben del Coliseo 
ro mo no, y ]>or algunas jiurtes tiene ochenta gradas, enlosada, v labrada 
]>or cierto en partes de muy buetia piedra é con harto primer.’ 1'he river- 
wall ‘luise caido y derrumbado un gran ]>ednzo, y en le caido se des- 
euhrieron dos cucvas dchajo del dicho edificio,’ a statement that may 
possibly refer to the gallery and vault. Palacio, in Pacheco, Col. Doc. 
lin'd., tom. vi., pp. 37-8.

81 ‘There was no entire pyramid, but, at most, two or three pyramidal 
Miles, and these joined on to terraces or other structures of the same kind.’ 
Stephens' Cent. A nier., vol. i., p. 139. The author intends to sjieak jierliaps 
of the Temple only, but Mr Jones applies the words to Cojian in general, 
and considers them a flat contradiction of the statement respecting the three 
detached pyramids. Hist. Ane. Amer., n. 63. ‘Lea édifices sont tous touillés 
et ne montrent plus que des monceaux de pierres.’ Galindo, in Antiq. Mcx., 
torn, i., div. ii., p. 73. ‘Several hills, thirty or forty feet in height, and sup- 
|>orting ruins, appeared to have been themselves entirely built of stone.’ 
Hardcastlc, in Hist. Mag., vol. vi., p. 154. ‘ Unas ruinas y vestigios de gran
poblazon, y de solierbios edificios.’ * Hay montes que pareccn halier sido 
techosii m an os.’ Palacio, in Pacheco, Col. Doc. Ditd., tom. vi., p. 37. The 
latter sentence is incorrectly translated by M. Ternaux-Compans, ‘il y a des 
arhresque paraissent avoir été plantés de main d’homme.’ flecneil de Doc., 
|» 42. Mr Squiermakes the same error: ‘Trees which apjiear to have been 
planted by the hands of men.’ Translation of Palacio, Carta, p. 91.
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peculiar to this region, but remarkably similar to each 
other. Fourteen of these are more or less fully described, 
most of them standing and in good preservation, hut 
several of this number, and probably many besides, 
fallen and broken.'!' Their positions are shown on the 
plan by the numbers 1 to 14. It will be noticed that 
only one is actually within the structure known as 
the Temple, three standing at the foot of its outer ter­
race within the quadrangle H, and the remainder in a 
group at the southern part of the enclosure, two of the 
latter l>eing at the foot of terraced walls. These 
statues are remarkable for their size and for their com­
plicated and well-executed sculpture. Of the eight 
whose dimensions are given, the smallest, No. 13, is 
eleven feet eight inches high, three feet four inches 
wide and thick; and the largest, Nos. 2 and 3, are 
thirteen feet high, four feet wide, and three feet thick. 
The material is the same soft stone taken from the 
quarry which furnished the blocks for building the 
walls. As ito their position, Nos. 3, 11, and 13 face 
toward the least; Nos. 1, 5, and 9, toward the west; 
and No. 10 toward the north; the others are either 
fallen or their position is not given. No. 1 is smaller 
at the.bottom than at the top, and Col. Galindo men­
tions two others, on hills east and west of the city, 
which have a similar form ; all the rest are of nearly 
uniform dimensions throughout their length. Several 
rest on pedestals from six to seven feet square, and 
No. 13 has also a circular stone foundation sixteen feet 
in diameter. In each a human face occupies a central 
position on the front, having in some instances some­
thing that may be intended to represent a beard and 
moustache. The faces are remarkably uniform in the 
expression of their features, generally calm and pleas­
ant; but in the case of No. 11 the partially open 
lips, and eye-balls starting from their sockets, indicate 
a design on the part of the artist to inspire terror in 
the beholder of his work. The hands rest in nearly 
every instance back to back on the breast. The dress



STATUES OR IDOLS 9i

and decoration seem to indicate that some were in­
tended for males, others for females ; this and the 
presence or absence of beard are the only indications 
of sex observable. The feet are mostly dressed in 
sandals, as shown clearly in the cut from No. 7.

■

Sandaled feet at Copan.

Above and round the head is a complicated mass of 
the most elaborate ornamentation, which utterly defies 
verbal description. Mr Stephens notes something 
like an elephant’s trunk among the decorations of No. 
8. The sides and usually the backs are covered with 
hieroglyphics arranged in square tablets, which prob­
ably contain, as all observers are impelled to believe, 
the names, titles, and perhaps history of the beings 
whose images in stone they serve to decorate. The 
backs of several, however, have other figures in addi­
tion to the supposed hieroglyphics, as in No. 8, where 
is a Ijuman form sitting cross-legged; and in No. 10, 
in which the characters seem to be human in a variety 
of strange contortions, although arranged in tablets 
like the rest; and No. 13 has a human face in the 
centre of the back as well as front. The sculpture is 
all in high relief, and was originally painted red, traces
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of the color being well preserved in places protected 
from the action of the weather. 1 give cuts of two 
of these carved obelisks, Nos. 3, and 6, to illustrate as 
fully as possible the general appearance of these most 
wonderful creations of American art, the details and 
full beauties of which can only be"appreciated in the 
large and finely engraved plates of Catherwood.

Standing from six to twelve feet in front of nine of 
the fourteen statues, and probably of all in their prim­
itive state, are found blocks of stone which, apparently, 
can only have been employed for making offerings or 
sacrifices in honor of the statues, whose use as idols 
is rendered nearly certain by the uniform proximity of 
the altars. The altars are six or seven feet square 
and four feet high, taking a variety of forms, and 
being covered with sculpture somewhat less elaborate 
than the statues themselves, often buried and much 
defaced. Two of them, belonging to Nos. 10 and 7, 
are shown in the accompanying cuts. The former is

Copan Altar.—No. 10.

mh

five and a half feet in diameter, and three feet high, 
with two grooves in the top ; the latter seven feet square 
and four feet high, supposed to represent a death’s 
head. The top of the altar accompanying No. 9 is 
carved to represent the back of a tortoise; that of 
No. 13 consists of three heads strangely grouped.
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Tlie grooves cut in the altars’ upper surface are 
strongly suggestive of flowing blood, and of slaughter­
ed victims.24

Copan Altar.—No. 7.

I will next mention the miscellaneous relics found 
in connection with the ruins, beginning with the court 
A. The vault already spoken of, whose entrance is at 
o, was undoubtedly intended for burial purposes. Both

» See Stephens' Cent. Amer., vol. i., pp. 140, 138, 136-7, 134, 149, 158, 
157, 156, 1.55, 153, 152, 150, 151, for description of the statues in their order 
from 1 to 14, with plates of all but 4, 6, and 12, showing the altars of 7, 10, 
and 13. Plates of 3, 5, 10, and 13 are copied from Stephens in Larenau- 
(litre, Mex. et Guat., pi. ix-xi.; and of No. 13, from the same source, in 
Nouvelles Annale* des Voy., 1841, tom. xcii., n. 57. We have already seen 
the idea of Fuentes respecting these statues, clad in Spanish habits; that of 
the Licenciado Palacio is as follows: ‘Una estdtua grande, de nuis que quatro 
varas de alto, lahrada como un obisno vestido de pontiticial, con su mitra 
bien labrada y anillos en las manos. In the plaza, which would seem to lie 
the court A, where no statues were found by Stephens, were ‘ seis estiituas 
grandisimas, las très de hombres armados â lo mosàico, con liga gambas, é 
sembradas muchas labores por las armas; y las otras dos de mujeres con 
buen ropaje largo y tocaduras li lo romano; la otra, es de obispo, que parece 
tener en las manos un bulto, como cofrecito; decian ser de idolos, jiorque 
delante de cada una délias hahia una piedra grande, que tenia fecna una 
pilota con su sumidero, donde degollaban los sacrificados y corria la sangre.’ 
Palacio, in Pacheco, Col. Doc.. Inéd., tom. vi., pp. 37-8. Galindo says 
‘ there are seven obelisks still standing and entire, in the temple and its 
immediate vicinity; and there are numerous others, fallen and destroyed, 
throughout the ruins of the city. These stone columns are ten or eleven



96 RUINS OF COPAN.

on the floor of the vault and in two small niches at 
its sides were found human bones, chiefly in vessels of 
red pottery, which were over fifty in number. Lime 
was found spread over the floor and mixed with human 
remains in the burial vases; also scattered on the floor 
were oyster and periwinkle shells, cave stalactites, 
sharp-edged and pointed knives of chaya stone, and 
three heads, one of them “apparently representing 
death, its eyes being nearly shut, and the lower fea­
tures distorted; the back of the head symmetrically 
perforated by holes; the whole of most exquisite work­
manship, and cut out or cast from a tine stone covered 
with green enamel.” Another head, very likely one 
of the other two found in this vault, its locality, 
not, however, being specified, is two inches high, cut 
from green and white jade, hollow behind, and pierced 
in several places, probably for the introduction of a 
cord for its suspension. Its individual character and 
artistic workmanship created in Col. Galindo’s mind 
the impression that it was customary with this peo­
ple to wear as ornaments the portraits of deceased 
friends.25

feet high, and nlmut three hroad, with a leas thickness; on one side were 
worked, in basso-relievo, (Stephens states, on the contrary, that all are cut in 
alto-relievo) human figures, standing square to the front, with their hands 
resting on their breast; they are dressed with caps on their heads, and san- 
dahfon their feet, and clothed in highly adorned garments, generally rcach- 
iujnndf way down the thigh, hut sometimes in long pantahsms. Opposite 
this figure, at a distance of three or four yards, was commonly placed a 
stone table or altar. The back and sides of the obelisk generally contain 
phonetic hieroglyphics in squares. Hard and fine stones are inserted (nat­
urally!) in many obelisks, as they, as well as the rest of the works in the 
ruins, are of a H|>eeie8 of soft stone, which is found in a neighbouring and most 
extensive quarry.’ Galindo, in Amer. Antiq. Soe., Transact., vol. ii., p. 
548; and in Bradford's Amer. Antiq., p. 97. A bust lm-,68 high, belong­
ing to a statue fifteen to twenty feet high. Galindo, in Antiq. Mex., tom. i., 
div. ii., p. 76. Pillars so loader! with attributes that some scrutiny is required 
to discover from the head in the centre that they represent a human form. 
An altar not infrequently found liesidc them would, if necessary, show their 
use. They are sun-pillars, such as are found everywhere in connection with 
an ancient sun-religion. Muller, Amcrikanische Vrrehqionen, p. 464.

îs Galindo, in Amer. Antiq. Soc., Transact., vol. ii., pp. 547-8; Id., in 
Antiq. Mex., tom.i., div. ii., p. 73, supplementary pi. vii., fig. 14. This head 
liears a remarkable resemblance to one given by Humboldt as coming from 
New Granada, shown in tig. 13, of the same plate. Stephens, Cent. A mer., 
vol. i., p. 144, gives the dimensions of the two niches as 1 foot 8 in. by 1 
foot 9 in. by 2 feet 5 in.; the relics having been removed before his visit.
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Two thirds of the distance up 
the eastern steps at 11, is the co­
lossal head of the cut, which is 
atxnit six feet high. Two other 
immense heads are overturned at 
the foot of the same slope; an­
other is half-way up the southern 
steps at w; while numerous frag­
ments of sculpture are scattered 
over the steps and pavement in 
every direction. There are no 
idols or altars here, but six circular 
stones from one foot and a half to three feet in diameter, 
found at the foot of the western stairway of the passage 
C,C, may have supported idols or columns originally.M

In the court B, the only relic beside the statue No. 
1 is a remarkable stone (monument, generally termed

Colossal Head, 
y

Altar in the Temple of Copan.

an altar, at x. This is a solid block of stone six feet 
square and four feet high, resting on four globular

16 Stephens' Cent, Amsr., vol. i., pp. 103-4, 142-3, with cut. Cut also in 
Lareîiaudière, Mex. tt Guatpi. x.

Vol. IV. 7



98 RUINS OF COPAN.

stones, one under each corner. On the sides are carved 
sixteen human figures in profile, four on each side. 
Each figure is seated cross-legged on a kind of cushion 
which is apparently a hieroglyphic, among whose char­
acters in two or three cases the serpent is observable. 
Each wears a breastplate, a head-dress like a turban,— 
no two being, however, exactly alike—and holds in one 
hand some object of unknown significance. The cut 
shows the north front of the altar. The two central 
figures on this side sit facing each other, with a tablet 
of hieroglyphics between them, and may readily be 
imagined to represent two kings or chiefs engaged in 
a consultation on important matters of state. Accord­
ing to Mr Stephens’ text the other fourteen figures 
are divided into two equal parties, each following its
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leader. But the plates represent all those on the east 
and west as facing the south, while those on the south 
look toward the west. The top is covered with hiero­
glyphics in thirty-six squares, as shown the cut on the 
preceding page. A peculiarity of this altar is that 
its sculpture, unlike that of all the other monuments 
of Copan, is in low relief.37

Decorated Head at Copan.

The head shown in the cut is one of the fragments 
lying on the ground at the foot of the terraces that 
inclose the quadrangle H. On the slopes of these

v Stephen»’ Cent. Amer., vol. i., pp. 140-2, with plates; Nouvelle» An­
na le» ilc» Voy., 1841, tom. xcii., pp. 57, 67-8. Plate. Mention of the altar 
with a comparison of the cross-legged chiefs to certain ornaments of Xochi- 
calco Tylor'» Anahuae, p. 190. The altar is described by Galindo as a very 
remarkable stone table in the temple, ‘two feet four inches high, and four 
feet ten inches square; its top contains forty-nine square tablets of hiero­
glyphics; and its four sides are occupied by sixteen human figures in batso- 
relievo, sitting cross-legged on cushions carved in the stone, and bearing each
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terraces, particularly of the eastern slope of the pyra­
mid e, half-way from top to bottom, are rows of death’s 
heads in stone. It is suggested that they represent 
the skulls of apes rather than of human beings, and

Death’s Head at Copan.

that this animal, abundant in the country, may have 
been an object of veneration among the ancient peo­
ple. One of the skulls is shown in the cut. The 
next cut pictures the head of an alligator carved in 
stone, found among the group of idols towards the 
south. Another is mentioned by Col. Galindo, as 
holding in its open jaws a figure, half human, half 
beast. A gigantic toad, standing erect, with human

in their hands something like a fan or flapper.’ Amer. Antiq. Soc., Tran­
sact., vol. ii., p. 548. To Mr Jones, possessed as that gentleman is with 
the ‘Soul of History,’ this altar is the ‘Rosetta-stone’ of American an­
tiquity. The four supporting stones are eggs; serpents occur in the orna­
ments; the objects held in the hands of thelesser personages of the sides 
are spiral shells; the figures are seated cross-legged, or in the oriental style; 
one cnief holds a sceptre, the other none. Now these interpretations are 
important to the author, since he claims that the serpent was the good demon 
of the Tyrians; a serpent entwining an egg is seen on Tyrian coins; the 
spiral shell was also put on Tyrian medals in honor of the discovery of the 
famous purple; the style of sitting is one practiced in Tyre; the chief rep­
resenting Tyre holds no sceptre, because Tyre had ceased to be a nation at 
the time of the event designed to commemorate. The conclusion is clear: 
the altar was built in commemoration of an act of friendship between Tyre 
and Sidon, by which act the people of the former nation were enabled to 
migrate to America! Jones' Hist. Ane. Amer., pp. 65-6, 156-62. More of 
this in a future treatise on origin.
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arms and tiger’s claws, was another of the relics dis­
covered by the same explorer, together with round

Alligator’s Head at Copan.

plain stones pierced by a hole in the centre. Mr Da­
vis talks of an architrave of black granite finely cut ; 
and M. Waldeck corrects a statement, in a work by 
Balbi, that marble beds are to be found here. The 
portrait in the cut is from the fragments found at the 
north-west corner of the temple near fc.28

Copan Portrait.

** Stephen»' Cent. Amer., vol. i., pp. 134-9, 156; Galindo, in Amer. Antiq. 
Soe., Transact., vol. ii., pp. 548-9; Id., in Antiq. Mix., tom. i., div. ii., p. 
76; Davis’ Antiq. Amer., pp. 4-5; Waldtck, Voy. Pitt., pp. 68-9. Palacios 
miscellaneous relics are, a large stone in the form of an eagle with a tablet 
of hieroglyphics a vara long on its breast; a stone cross three palms high, 
with a broken arm; and a supposed baptismal font in the plaza. Relacion, 
in Pacheco, Col. Doc. Intd., tom. vi., p. 38.
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Most of the general reflections and speculations on 
Copan indulged in by observers and students refer to 
other ruined cities in connection with this, and will be 
noted in a future chapter. It is to be remarked that 
besides pyramids and terraced walls, no traces what­
ever of buildings, public or private, remain to guide 
us in determining the material or style of architecture 
affected by the former people of this region. The ab­
sence of all traces of private dwellings we shall find 
universal throughout America, such structures having 
evidently been constructed of perishable materials; 
but among the more notable ruins of the Pacific 
States, Copan stands almost alone in its total lack 
of covered edifices. There would seem to be much 
reason for the belief that here grand temples of wood 
once covered these mighty mounds, which, decaying, 
have left no trace of their former grandeur.

Col. Galindo states that the method of forming a 
roof here was by means of large inclined stones. If 
this be a fact, it must have been ascertained from the 
sepulchral vault in the temple court, concerning the 
construction of which both he and Stephens are silent. 
The top of the gallery leading through the river-wall 
would indicate a method of construction by means of 
over-lapping blocks, which we shall find employed ex­
clusively in Yucatan and Chiapas. No article of any 
metal whatever has been found; yet as only one burial 
deposit has been opened, it is by no means certain that 
gold or copper ornaments were not employed. That 
iron and steel were not used for cutting implements, is 
clearly proved by the fact that hard flinty spots in 
the soft stone of the statues are left uncut, in some 
instances where they interfere with the details of the 
sculpture. Indeed, the chay-stone points found among 
the ruins are sufficiently hard to work the soft mate­
rial, and although in some cases they seem to have 
required the use of metal in their own making, yet 
when we consider the well-known skill of even the 
most savage tribes in the manufacture of flint weapons
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and implements, the difficulty becomes of little weight. 
How the immense blocks of stone of which the obe­
lisks were formed, were transported from the «marry, 
several miles distant, without the mechanical aids that 
would not be likely to exist prior to the use of iron, 
can only be conjectured.

Tbe absence of all implements of a warlike nature, 
extending even to the sculptured decorations of idol 
and altar, would seem to indicate a population quiet 
and peaceable rather than warlike and aggressive ; for 
though it has been suggested that implements of war 
are not found here simply because it is a place sacred 
to religion, yet it does not appear that any ancient 
people bas ever drawn so closely the line between the 
gods of war and the other divinities of the pantheon.29

Of the great artistic merit of the sculpture, par­
ticularly if executed without tools of metal, there can 
l>e no question. Mr Stephens, well qualified by per­
sonal observation to make the comparison, pronounces 
some of the specimens “equal to tbe finest Egyptian 
sculpture.”30 Mr Foster believes the flattened fore­
head of the human profile on the altar-sides to indi­
cate a similar cranial conformation in the builders of 
the city.31

With respect to the hieroglyphics all that can be 
said is mere conjecture, since no living person even 
claims the ability to decipher their meaning. They 
have nothing in common with the Aztec picture­
writing, which, consequently, affords no aid in their 
study. The characters do, however, appear similar to,

” Jones’ Hitt. Ane. A mer., p. 67; Stephens' Cent. Amer., vol. i., p. 142; 
Foster's Pre-Hist. Races, p. 197.

M Cent. Amer., vol. i., pp. 102-3, 151. ‘La sculpture monumentale des 
ruines de Copan peut rivaliser avec quelques produits similaires de l’Orient 
et de l’Occident européens. Mais la conception de ces monuments, l'origi­
nalité de leur ornementation suffit à plus d’un esprit pour éloigner toute idée 
d’origine commune.’ Daily, Races Indig., p. 13.

,l ‘ We have this type of skull delineated by artists who had the skill to 
portray the features of their race. These artists would not select the most 
noly of places as the groundwork of their caricatures. This form, then, per­
tained to the most exalted personages.’ Foster's Pre-Hist. Races, pp. 302, 
338-9.
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if not identical with, some of those found at Palenque, 
in Yucatan, in the Dresden Codex, and in the Manu­
script Troano. When the disciples of Brasseur de 
Bourbourg shall succeed in realizing his expectations 
respecting the latter document, by means of the Landa 
alphabet, we may expect the mystery to be partially 
lifted from Copan. It is hard to resist the belief that 
these tablets hold locked up in their mystic characters 
the history of the ruined city and its people, or the 
hope that the key to their significance may yet be 
brought to light; still, in the absence of a contempo­
rary written language, the hope must be allowed to 
rest on a very unsubstantial basis.”

Concerning the agte and origin of the Copan monu­
ments, as distinguished from other American antiqui­
ties, there are few or no facts on which to base an 
opinion. The growth of trees on the works, and the 
accumulation of vegetable material can in this tropical 
climate yield but very unsatisfactory results in this 
direction. Copan is, however, generally considered 
the oldest of American cities; but I leave for the 
present the matter of comparison with more northern 
relics. Palacio claims to have found among the peo­
ple a tradition of a great lord who came from Yucatan, 
built the city of Copan, and after some years returned 
and left the newly built town desolate; a tradition 
which he inclines to believe, because he says the same 
language is understood in both regions, and he had

31 ' The hieroglyphics displayed upon the walls of Copan, in horizontal or 
perpendicular rows, would indicate a written language in which the picto­
rial significance had largely disappeared, and a Kina of word-writing had 
become predominant. Intermingled with the pictorial devices are appar­
ently purely arbitrary characters which may be alphabetic.’ Foster’s rre- 
Hist. Races, p. 322. They are conjectured to recount the adventures of To- 
piltzin-Acxitl, a Toltec king who came from Amihuac and founded an 
empire in Honduras, or Tlapallan, at the end of the eleventh century. Bras­
seur de Bourbourg, Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. ii., pp. 101-2. Like those of Pa- 
enque, and some characters of the Dresden MS. Squier's Prcf. to Palacio, 
Carta, p. 10. ‘No he hallado libres de sus antigliedades, ni creo que en todo 
este distrito hay mils que uno, que yo tengo.’ Palacio, in Pacheco, Col. Doc. 
Dild., torn, vi., p. 39. I have no idea what this one book spoken of may 
have been. The characters are apparently hieroglyphics, ‘but to us they 
are altogether unintelligible.’ Gallatin, in Amer. Ethno. Soc., Transact., 
vol. i., pp. 65-6, 66.
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heard of similar monuments in Yucatan and Tabasco. 
Among the inhabitants of the region in later times, 
there is no difference of opinion whatever with respect 
to the origin of the ruins or their builders; they are 
unanimous in their adherence to the ‘quien sabe’ 
theory.
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CHAPTER IV.

ANTIQUITIES OF GUATEMALA AND BELIZE.

The State of Guatemala—A Land of Mystery—Wonderful Re­
ports— Discoveries Comparatively Unimportant — Ruins of 
Quiriqua—History and Bibliography—Pyramid, Altars, and 
Statues —Comparison with Copan—Pyramid of Chapulco— 
Relics at Chinamita—Temples of Micla—Cinaca-Mecallo— 
Cave of PeNol—Cyclopean Débris at Carrizal—Copper Med­
als at Guatemala — Esquimatha — Fortification of Mixco— 
Pancacoya Columns—Cave of Santa MarIa—Mammoth Bones 
at Petapa—Rosario Aqueduct—Ruins of Patin amit, or Tecpan 
Guatemala —Quezaltenango, or Xelahuh —Utatlan, near 
Santa Cruz del Quiché—Zakuléu near Huehuetenango—Cak- 
chiquel Ruins in the Region of Rabinal—Cawinal—Marvel­
ous Ruins Reported—Stephens’ Inhabited City—Antiquities 
of Peten—Flores—San José—Casas Grandes—Tower of Yax- 
haa—Tikal Palaces and Statues—Dolores—Antiquities of 
Belize.

A hove the isthmus of Honduras the continent 
widens abruptly, forming between the Rio Motagua 
and Laguna de Terminos on the Atlantic, the Rio 
Paza and bar of Ayutla on the Pacific, a territory 
which stretches some five hundred and fifty miles from 
north to south, with a nearly uniform width of two 
hundred miles from east to west. Dividing this terri­
tory into two nearly equal portions by a line drawn 
near the eighteenth parallel of latitude, the northern 
part, between the hay of Chetumal and Laguna de 
Terminos, is the peninsula of Yucatan; while that 
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portion lying south of the dividing line constitutes the 
republic of Guatemala and the English province of 
Belize, which latter occupies a strip along the Atlan­
tic from the gulf of Amatique northward. The Pacific 
coast of Guatemala for an average width of seventy 
miles is low and unhealthy, with few inhabitants in 
modern, as, judging from the absence of material 
relics, in ancient times. Then comes a highland tract 
which contains the chief towns and most of the white 
population of the modern republic ; succeeded by the 
yet wilder and more mountainous regions of Totonica- 
pan and Vera Paz, chiefly inhabited by comparatively 
savage and unsubdued aboriginal tribes ; from which 
we descend, still going northward towards Yucatan, 
into the little-explored lake region of Peten. At the 
time of its conquest by the Spaniards, Guatemala was 
tire seat of several powerful aboriginal kingdoms, chief 
among which were those of the Quichés and Cakchi- 
quels. They fought long and desperately in defence 
of their homes and liberty, and when forced to yield 
before Spanish discipline and anns, the few survivors 
of the struggle either retired to the inaccessible fast­
nesses of the northern highlands, or remained in sullen 
forced submission to their conquerors in the homes of 
their past greatness—the aboriginal spirit still un­
broken, and the native superstitious faith yielding 
only nominally to Catholic power and persuasion. 
Here and in the adjoining state of Chiapas the natives 
probably retain to the present day their original char­
acter with fewer modifications than elsewhere in the 
Pacific States.

By reason of the peculiar nature of the country, the 
grandeur of its mountain scenery, the existence of 
large tracts almost unknown to white men, the des­
perate struggles of its people for independence, their 
wild and haughty disposition, and their strange and 
superstitious traditions, Guatemala has always been a 
land of mystery, particularly to those who delight in 
antiquarian speculations. A residence at Rabinal in
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close contact with the native character in its purest 
state first started in the mind of the Abbé Brasseur 
de Bourbourg the train of thought that has since de­
veloped into his most startling and complicated theo­
ries respecting American antiquity; and Guatemala 
has furnished also many of the documents on which 
these theories rest. Few visitors have resisted the 
temptation to indulge in speculative fancies or to frame 
far-reaching theories respecting ancient ruins or possi­
bly flourishing cities hidden from the explorer’s gaze 
in the depths of Guatemalan forests and mountains.

And yet this mysterious land, promising so much, 
has yielded to actual exploration only comparatively 
trifling results in the form of material relics of an­
tiquity. The ruins scattered throughout the country 
are indeed numerous, but with very few exceptions, 
besides being in an advanced state of dilapidation, 
they are manifestly the remains of structures destroyed 
during the Spanish conquest. Important as proving 
the accuracy of the reported power and civilization of 
the Quichés and Cakchiquels, and indirectly of the 
Aztecs in Anâhuac, where few traces of aboriginal 
structures remain for our study, they are still unsatis­
factory to the student who desires to push his re­
searches back into the more remote American past.

Beginning with the province of Chiquimula, border­
ing on Honduras and composed for thé most part of 
the valley of the Motagua and its tributaries, the 
first ruin of importance, one of the exceptions noted 
above to the general character of Guatemalan antiqui­
ties, is found at Quirigua, fifty miles north-east of 
Copan, on the north side of the Motagua, alxmt sixty 
miles above its mouth, and ten miles below Encuen- 
tros where the royal road, so called, from Yzabal to 
Guatemala crosses the river. The stream is navigable 
for small boats to a point opposite the ruins, which are 
in a cedar-forest on low moist ground nearly a mile 
from the bank.1 Our only knowledge respecting this

1 About five miles down the river from El Pozo de los A mates on the
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ancient city comes through Mr Catherwood and Dr 
Scherzer. The former, traveling with Mr Stephens, 
visited the locality in 1840 in company with the Se- 
nores Fayes, proprietors of the estate on which the 
ruins stand, and by his description Quirigua first was 
made known to the world. Mr Stephens, on hearing 
Catherwood’s report, entered into negotiations with 
the owners of the land for its purchase, with a view to 
shipping the monuments to New York, their location 
on the banks of a navigable stream being favorable for 
the execution of such a purpose; but tbe interference 
of a European official so raised the market value of 
ancient real estate that it was found necessary to 
abandon the scheme. Dr Karl Scherzer’s visit was 
in 1854, and his account, published in the Transac­
tions of the Royal Austrian Academy of Science, and 
also reprinted in pamphlet form, is the most extensive 
and complete extant.1 Nothing like a thorough ex-

main road from Guatemala to Yzabal, in a forest of cedar and mahogany, 
about a mile from the left bank of the river, on the estate of the Senorcs 
Fayes. Stephen»' Cent. Amer., vol. ii., pp. 118-23. Stephen’s map locates 
Quirigua, however, on the south bank o! the river. ‘ Quirigua, village gua­
témalien, situé sur la route et il huit lieues environ du port de l’Isa bal ; les 
ruines qui en portent le nom existent à deux lieues de la sur la rive gauche 
du fleuve Motagua.’ Brasseur de Bourbourg, P al ni gué, introd., p. 22.
‘Sur la rive gauche de la rivière de Motagua, il milles vares environ de 
cette rivière.’ Nouvelles Annales des Voy., 1840, tom. lxxxviii., pp. 376-7. 
‘Liegen in der Niihe des kleinen Dorfes Los Amates, 2 Stunden unterhalb 
Encuentros, am linken U fer des Motagua, | Stunde vom Elusse entfemt, 
mitten im Walde. Der Weg von Yzabal führt in einer Entfemung von 3 
Stunden an dem Orte vorbet.’ Reichardt, Cent. Amer., p. 69. ‘Eine der 
unbekanntesten und merkwtirdigsten Ruinenstâtten Central-Amerika’s, 
nahe dem See von Iaabal, in einer achwer zuganglichen Wildniss.’ Wagner V 
and Scherzer, Costa Rica, p. x. ‘Quirigua, c’est le nom d’une ville con­
sidérable, bâtie par les Aztèques à l’époque oh florissait la magnifique Ana- 
liuac. Ses ruines mystérieuses sont aujourd’hui ensevelies à environ trois 
lieues du triste village qui porte son nom.’ Sue, Henri le Chancelier, pp. 
110-11. Nearly two English miles from the river-bank. Seherzer, Quirigud, 
p. 5. Mention in Wappaus, Geog. u. Stat., p. 276; Hesse, in Sivers, Mil­
le la inert ka, p. 256.

* Stephen's Cent. Amer., vol. ii., pp. 118-24, with two plates. An 
account made up from Catherwood’s notes was, however, inserted in the 
Guatemalan newspaper El Tiempobv the proprietors of the Quirigua estate, 
and translated into French in Le 'Moniteur Parisien, from which it was 
reprinted mNouvelles Annales des Voy., 1840, tom. lxxxviii., pp. 376-1; and 
in Amérique Cent., pt ii., pp. 68-9, both French and Spanish text is 
given. The same description is also given in Valois, Mexique, pp. 202-3. 
scherzer’s pamphlet on the subject bears the title Bin Besuch bei den 
Kuincn von Quirigud im Staate Guatemala in Central-Amerika, (Wien,
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ploration has been made even in comparison with those 
of Copan and other Central American ruins; hut 
monuments and fragments thus far brought to light 
are found scattered over a space of some three thou­
sand square feet, on the banks of a small creek which 
empties into the Motagua. The site is only very 
slightly elevated above the level of the river, and is 
consequently often flooded in times of high water ; 
indeed, during a more than ordinary freshet in 1852, 
after Mr Catherwood’s visit, several idols were under­
mined and overthrown. No aboriginal name is known 
for the locality, Quirigua being merely that of a small 
village at the foot of Mount Mico, not far distant. 
There being no plan extant by which to locate the dif­
ferent objects to be mentioned in this old centre of 
civilization, I will give the slight descriptions obtain­
able, with very slight reference to their arrangement, 
beginning with the pyramid which seems to occupy a 
somewhat central position round which the other relics 
are grouped. Catherwood’s description of this struc­
ture is limited to the statement that it is “like those 
at Copan, with the steps in some places perfect,” and 
twenty-five feet high. Scherzer’s account only adds 
that it is constructed of neatly cut sandstone in regu­
lar oblong blocks, and is very much ruined, hardly 
more, in fact, than a confused mass of fragments, 
among which were found some pieces of fine white 
marble. But under this structure there is, it seems, a 
foundation, an artificial hill, or mound, of rough stones 
without mortar. The base is an irregular square, the 
dimensions of which are not stated, with a spur ex­
tending toward the south. The steps which lead up

1855,) and I have not found it quoted elsewhere. Daily'» Cent. Amer., pp. 
65-6, also contains a brief account from ,a source not stated, and this is 
quoted nearly in full in Helps' Span. Conq., vol. ii., pp. 138-9. The ruins 
are slightly mentioned in Macgregor's Progress of Amer., vol. i., pp. 878-9, 
and in Baldwin's Ane. Amer., pp. 114-17, where it is incorrectly stated 
that Mr Stephens personally visited Quirigua. Brasseur de Bourbourg says:
1 Nous les avons visitées en 1863, et nous possédons les dessins des plusieurs 
des monolithes qu’on y voit, faits parM. William liaily, d'izabal.’ Palenqot, 
introd., p. 22. See also the additional references in Note 1.
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the sides to the super-imposed structure are only eight 
or nine inches high and six or seven inches in width, 
remaining intact only at a few points. In the upper 
part of the mound are two or three terraces, on the 
first of which several recesses, or niches, of no great 
extent are noticed; they are lined with small rough 
stones, plastered, and in a good state of preservation, 
details which indicated to the observer that these 
niches may be of more modern origin than the rest of 
the ruin. There are no traces of openings to show 
that the hill contained underground apartments; 
neither are there any sculptures on the hewn stones of 
the pyramid itself, nor any idols or carved fragments 
found on the surface of the mound.

Very near the foot of the mound Mr Cathenvood 
found a moss-covered colossal head six feet in diameter, 
and a large altar, both relics being within an enclosure.8 
Scherzer also describes several monuments near the 
pyramid, some of which may be identical with the 
ones mentioned by Catherwood, although he says 
nothing of an enclosure. The first is a stone of a long 
oval form like a human head, six feet high and thirty- 
five feet in circumference, the surface being covered 
with carved figures in demi-relief, which for some rea­
son have been better preserved and present clearer out­
lines than other carvings at Quirigua. One of the most 
clearly defined of these sculptures represents a sitting 
female, whose legs and hands are wanting, but whose 
arms hang down to the ground. A prominent feature is 
her head-dress, sixteen inches high, the upper part of 
which is an idol’s head crowned with a diadem. The 
forehead is described as narrow, depressed above and 
projecting below. The features are indistinct, but the 
form of the head is of what Scherzer terms the In-

1 The Frencli version of Catherwood’» notes has it, ‘An centre du cirque, 
dan» lequel on descend par des degrés très-étroits, il y a une grande pierre 
arrondie, dont le contour présente beaucoup d’hiéroglyphes et (Tinscriptions; 
deux têtes d’homme, de proportion plus grande que nature, pamussent 
soutenir cette table, laquelle est couverte de végétation dans la plus grande 
partie.’ Nouvelles Annales des Voy., 1840, torn, lxxxviii., p. 377.
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dian type. On the south side of this block, or altar, 
is the rude figure of a turtle five feet high. The top 
is covered with ornamental figures representing plants 
and fruits, all the varieties there delineated being such 
as still flourish in this region. The sides bear also 
faint indications of hieroglyphics. Dr Scherzer be­
lieves that the stone used in the construction of this 
altar must have been found on the spot, since by rea­
son of its great size it could not have been brought 
from a distance with the aid of any mechanical appli­
ances known to native art.4 The second of these 
monuments is like a mill-stone, four feet in diameter 
and two feet thick, cut from harder material than the 
other objects. A tiger’s head nearly covers one side 
of the disk, and the rest of the surface, including the 
rim, is covered with hieroglyphics, several of these 
mysterious signs appearing on the animal’s forehead. 
The third of the relics found near the pyramid is a 
fragment eighteen feet long and five feet wide, the 
upper portion having disappeared. The human face 
appears at different points among its hieroglyphics and 
ornaments.

Three or four hundred yards northward from the 
mound, and at the foot of a ‘pyramidal wall,’ con­
cerning which we have no information beyond the 
mention of its existence, is a group of sculptured idols, 
pillars, or obelisks, standing in the forest like those in 
the sacrêd enclosure at Copan. Indeed, they bear a 
strong resemblance to the latter, except in their greater 
height and less elaborate sculpture, which is also in 
lower relief. Twelve of them are definitely mentioned, 
the smallest of which is nine feet high, and the largest 
twenty-six feet above ground, increasing in size toward 
the top, leaning twelve feet out of the perpendicular, 
and requiring, of course, some six or eight feet below

* ‘ Wahrscheinlich benutztcn die Erbaucr einen hier schon vorhandenen 
grossen Felsblock zu ihren Zwecken, denn der Transport cines Steines von 
solcher Grosse und Umfang mit den bewegenden Kritften welche diescn 
Vtilkern muthmasslich zu Gebote standen, ware sonst kaum begreiflich.’ 
Scherzer, Quirigud, p. 7.
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the surface to sustain its weight in such a position.5 6 

They are from two to three feet thick and four to six 
feet wide. In most instances a human face, male or 
female, appears on the front or back or both ; while 
the sides are covered for the most part with hiero­
glyphics, which are also seen on various parts of the 
dress and ornaments. One statue is, however, men­
tioned, which, although crowded with ornaments, has 
no character, apparently, of hieroglyphic nature. One 
of the idols, twenty-three feet high, stands on a stone 
foundation projecting some fifteen feet; and another, 
circular instead of rectangular in form, rests on a 
small mound, within a wall of stones enclosing a small 
circular area.6 In one the human figure has a head­
dress of which an animal’s head forms a prominent 
part, while in yet another the head is half human and 
half animal. In both cases the aim of the artist 
would seem to have been to inspire terror, as in the 
case of some Nicaraguan idols already noticed. Mr 
Catherwood made sketches of two of the obelisks, 
including the leaning one, the largest of all; but as 
he could not clean them of moss in the limited time 
at his disposal, he makes no attempt to give the de­
tails of sculpture, and a reproduction of the plates is 
therefore not deemed necessary. The two monuments 
sketched by him could not l>e found at all by Dr 
Scherzer. The Quirigua idols have not, like those at 
Copan, altars in front of them, but several altars, or 
apparently such, were found buried in moss and earth, 
and not carefully examined by either of the explorers. 
They are usually of round or oval fonn, with hiero- 
glyphically inscribed sides ; and one of them, within 
the circular wall with steps, already mentioned as en­
closing one of the statues,7 is described as supported

5 ‘Plus inclinée que la tour de Pise.’ Nouvelles Annales des Voy., 1840, 
tom. lxxxviii., p. 376.

6 Stephens' text, Cent. Amer., vol. ii., p. 122, leaves it uncertain 
whether it is the statue or the altar afterwards mentioned which rests on 
the elevation. The French text, however, indicates that it is the former.

7 See Notes 6 and 3.
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by two colossal heads. Many fragments were noticed, 
which are not described ; and here as elsewhere mon­
uments /Superior to any seen were reported to exist 
by enthusiastic guides and natives; in which latter 
class antiquities are eleven square columns higher 
than those mentioned, and also a female holding a 
child, and an alligator’s head in stone.8 * The material 
of all the stone work of Quirigua is a soft coarse-grained 
sandstone, not differing materially, so far *as I can 
judge, from that employed at Copan. It is the preva­
lent formation at both localities, and may be quarried 
readily at almost any point in the vicinity.

Absolutely no traditions have been preserved re­
specting Quirigua in the days when its monuments 
were yet intact, when a large town, which has left no 
traces, must have stood in the immediate Aicinjty.8 

The idols scattered over the surface of the ground, in­
stead of being located on the pyramids, may indicate 
here as at Copan that the elevations served as seats 
for spectators during the religious ceremonies, rather 
than as temples or altars on which sacrifice was made. 
Both observers agree on the general similarity between 
the monuments of Quirigua and Copan,10 * * * * * 16 and the 
hieroglyphics are pronounced identical. Indeed, it 
seems altogether probable that they owe their exist­
ence to tbe same era and the same people. Mr 
Stephens notes, besides the greater size and lower

8 Baily, Cent. Amer., pp. 65-6, sums up all the relics at Quirigua as 
follows: seven quadrilateral columns, twelve to twenty-live feet high, three 
to five feet at base; four pieces of an irregular oval shape, twelve by ten or
eleven feet, not unlike sarcophagi ; two large square slabs seven and a half
by three feet and over three feet thick; all except the slabs being covered
on all sides with elaborately wrought and well-defined sculptured figures of
men, women, animals, foliage, and fanciful representations. All the col­
umns are moreover of a single piece of stone.

• Yet Scherzer thinks that ‘es ist nichtganz unwahrscheinlich, dass die 
Monument* von Quiriguâ noch zur Zeit der spanischen Invasion ihrer reli- 
giosen Bestiminung dienten, und dass auch eme Stadt in der Ntthe noch 
bewohnt war,’ QuiriguA, p. 15, although there is no record of such a place
in the annals of the conquest.

16 Although Bailv, Cent. Amer., p. 66, says ‘they do not resemble in 
sculpture those of Palenque.... nor are they similar to those of Copan.... 
They suggest the idea of having been designed for historical records rather 
than mere ornament.’



116CHAPULCO AND CHINAMITA-

relief of the Quirigua monuments, that they are “less 
rich in design, and more faded and worn, probably being 
of a much older date.” Dr Scherzer speaks of the 
greater plumpness of the sculptured figures, and has 
no faith in their great antiquity ^believing that the 
low-relief carvings on so soft a material, would, when 
exposed in an atmosphere so moist, have been utterly 
obliterated in a thousand years.11

At Chapulco, a few leagues below Quirigua, on the 
opposite side of the Motagua, one traveler speaks of 
a quadrilateral pyramid with terraced sides, up Avhich 
steps lead to the summit platform, where débris of 
hewn stone are enveloped in a dense vegetation. Also 
at Chinamita, some sixteen miles above Quirigua on 
the same side of the river, the same authority reports 
a large area covered with aboriginal relics, in the form 
of ruined stone structures, vases and idols of burned 
clay, and monoliths buried for the most part in the 
earth. Of course, with this meagre information, it is 
impossible to form any definite idea of what these 
ruins really are, and whether they should be classed 
with Quirigua and Copan, or with a more modern class 
of Guatemalan antiquities. The same remark will 
apply also to many of the localities of this state, of 
whose relics we have no description in detail.11

At Micla, or Mimilla, some three leagues north of 
lake Guijar, or Uxaca, which is on the boundary be­
tween Guatemala and Salvador, traces of a sacred 
town with its cues and temples are spoken of as vis­
ible in 1576. They are represented as of the class 
erected by the Pipiles who occupied the region at the 
time of the conquest.18

Still farther south-west towards the coast, a few
11 The sculpture presents no old-world affinities whatever. A certain 

coarseness of execution, implying inferior tools, distinguishes them from the 
coarsest Egyptian carvings. Both grouping and execution indicate a still 
barbaric state of art, with no advanced idea of beauty, the patience and 
industry of the workmen being more remarkable than their ideas or skill. 
Schrrzrr, Quirigud, p. 11-12.

18 Hesse, in Si vers, Mittelameriku, p. 256.
13 Palacio, Carta, pp. 62.
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miles south of Comapa, are the ruins of Cinaca. 
Mecallo, a name said to mean ‘knotted rope.’ The Rio 
Paza here forms the boundary line between the two 
states, and from its northern hank rises abruptly a 
mountain chain. On the summit, at a point com­
manding a broad view over a large portion of Salva­
dor, is a plain of considerable extent, watered by several 
small mountain streams, which unite and fall over a 
precipice on the way to the river below. On the 
highest portion of this summit plain interesting works 
of the former inhabitants have been discovered by D. 
José Antonio Urrutia, padre in charge of the church 
at Jutiapa.11 The remains of Cinaca-Mecallo cover an 
oval area fonnerly surrounded by a wall, of which 
fragments yet remain sufficient to mark the line orig­
inally followed. Within this space are vestiges of 
streets, ruined buildings, and subterranean passages. 
Padre Urrutia makes special mention of four monu­
ments. The first is what he terms a temple of the 
sun, an excavation in the solid rock opening towards 
the rising sun, and having at its entrance an archway 
known to the natives as ‘stone of the sun,’ formed 
of stone slabs closely joined. On these slabs are 
carved in low relief figures of the sun and moon, to 
which are added hieroglyphics painted on the stone 
with a very durable kind of red varnish. There are 
also some sculptured hieroglyphic signs on the interior 
walls of this artificial cavern. The second monument 
is a great slab covered with carved inscriptions, among 
which were noted a tree and a skull, emblematic, 
according to the padre’s views, of life and death. 
Next is mentioned the representation of a tiger or 
other wild animal cut on the side of a large rock. 
This monument is, it appears, some distance from the

14 Pa ire Urrutia published an account of his investigations at Cinaca- 
Mecallo in the Gaceta de Guatemala, according to Brasseur de Bourbourg, 
Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. ii., p. 81. The most complete description, however, 
he gave in a letter to E. G. Squier, who published the same in his Cent. 
Amer., pp. 342-4. The substance of the letter may be found in Baldwins 
A nr. Amer., p. 124; ami a French version in Nouvelles Annales des Voy., 
1857, tom. cliii., pp. 182-6.
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other ruins, and is conjectured by Urrutia to be a com­
memoration of some historical event, from the fact 
that the natives still celebrate past deeds of valor by 
dances, or scenic representations, in which they dress 
in imitation of different animals. Mr Squier suggests 
farther that the event thus commemorated may have 
been a conflict between the Pipiles and the Cakchi- 
quels, in which the latter were driven permanently 
from this district. The fourth and last of these mon­
uments is one of the subterranean passages which the 
explorer penetrated until he reached a kind of cham­
ber where were some sculptured blocks. This under­
ground apartment is celebrated among the natives as 
having been in modern times the resort of a famous 
robber chief, who was at last brought to bay and cap­
tured here in his stronghold. The material employed 
in all the Cinaca-Mecallo structures is a slate-like 
stone in thin blocks, joined by a cement which resem­
bles in color and consistence mplten lead. Some of 
the carved blocks were sent by the discoverer as speci­
mens to the city of Guatemala. Outside the walls 
are tumuli of earth and small stones, with no sculp­
tured fragments. These are supposed to be burial 
mounds, and to vary in size according to the rank and 
importance of the personages whose resting-places 
they mark.

Proceeding now north-eastward to the region lying 
within a circle of fifty miles about the city of Guate­
mala as a centre, we have a reported cave on the 
hacienda of Peiiol, perhaps twenty-five miles east of 
Guatemala, which is said to have been explored for at 
least a distance of one mile, and is believed by the 
credulous natives to extend eleven leagues through 
the mountain to the Rio de los Esclavos. In this cav­
ern, or at least on the same hacienda, if wre may credit 
Fuentes, human bones of extraordinary size were 
found, including shin-bones about five feet in length. 
These human relics crumbled on being touched, but 
fragments were carefully gathered up and sent to
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Guatemala, since which time nothing is known of 
them.16 On the hacienda of Carrizal, some twenty 
miles north of Guatemala, we hear of cyclopean dé­
bris, or masses of great unhewn stones heaped one on 
another without cement, and forming gigantic walls, 
which cover a considerable extent of territory on the 
lofty heights that guard the approaches to the Motagua 
Valley.16

The immediate vicinity of Guatemala seems not to 
have yielded any antiquarian relics of importance. 
M. Valois reports the plain to be studded with mounds 
which the natives regard as the tombs of their ances­
tors, which others have searched for treasure, but 
which he believes to be ant-hills.11 Ordonez claims to 
have found here two pure copper medals, fac-similes 
one of the other, two inches in diameter and three 
lines thick, a little heavier than a Mexican peso fuerte, 
engraved on both sides, as shown in the cut, which I

iili

Copper Medal at Guatemala.

give herewith notwithstanding the fact that this 
must be regarded as a relic of doubtful authenticity.

IS Juarros’ Hist. Guat., pp. 45, 308-9, taking the information from 
Fuentcs, Recopilacion Florida, MS., tom. ii, lib. iv., cap. ii. Of course no 
importance is to be attached to these and similar reports.

is Brasseur de Bourbourg, Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. i., pp. 43-4.
H Valois, Mexique, pp. 430-1.
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M. Dupaix noticed an indication of the use of the 
compass in the centre of one of the sides, the fig­
ures on the same side representing a kneeling, bearded, 
turbaned man, between two fierce heads, perhaps of 
crocodiles, which appear to defend the entrance to a 
mountainous and wooded country. The reverse pre­
sents a serpent coiled round a fruit-tree, and an eagle 
—quite as much like a dove or crow or other bird—on 
a hill. There are, besides, some ornamental figures 
on the rim, said to resemble those of Palenque, and, 
indeed, Ordonez refers the origin of these medals to 
the founders of that city. He kept one of them and 
sent the other to the king of Spain in 1794.18

About 1860, a stone idol forty inches high was dug 
up in a yard of the city, where it had been buried 
fifty years before, having been brought by the natives 
from a point one hundred and fifty miles distant. Its 
discovery was mentioned at a meeting of the American 
Ethnological Society in 1861, by Mr Hicks. The 
same gentleman also spoke of the reported discovery 
of a great city in ruins in the province of Esquimatha, 
buried in a dense forest about fifty-six miles from the 
city.19

A few leagues west of the city arc the ruins of 
Mixco, a fortified town of the natives down to the 
time of the conquest, me ironed by several authori­
ties but described by none. Fuentes, however, as

18 Dupaix, Rel. Exptd., p. 9, in Antia. Mex., tom. i., div. i., tom. 
iii., pi. vii., fig. 12, and in Kingsborouqh's Mex. Antiq., vol. v., p. 290, vol. 
vi., p. 470, vol. iv., pi. viii., fig. 12. kingsborough’s translation incorrectly 
represents this relic as having been found at Palenque, although the orig­
inal reads ‘ lo encontrô en Guatemala’ and the French Ta trouvée à 
Guatemala.* M. Lenoir, Parallèle, p. 72, thinks the engraved device may 
show some analogy with the astronomical traditions of the ancients, the 
RcrjKMit of the pole, the dragon, the constellation Ophis, the apples of the 
Hesperides, etc.; and the reverse may be the Mexican tradition of the crea­
tion, the Python, or the serpent killed by Cadmus ! ! Cabrera, Teatro Cri- 
tico, pp. 53-5, nl. i., who was the l>earer of one of the medals to the king 
of Spain, speaks of it as made of brass, and pronounces it to l>e ‘a concise 
history of the primitive population of this part of North America.’ The 
bird, in his opinion, is an eagle with a serpent in its l>eak and claws. His 
application oi this relic to history will be more appropriate when I come to 
treat of the origin of the Americans.

19 Hist. Mag., vol. vi., pp. 57-8.
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quoted by Juarros, speaks of a cavern on a small 
ridge by the side of the ruins. The entrance was a 
Doric portico of clay about three feet wide and high. 
A flight of thirty-six stone steps leads down to a room 
one hundred and twenty feet square, followed by 
another flight still leading downward. This latter 
stairway no one has had the courage to fully explore, 
on account of the tremulous and insecure condition of 
the ground. Eighteen steps down this second flight, 
however, is an arched entrance on the right side, to a 
passage which, after a descent of six steps, has been 
explored for a distance of one hundred and forty feet. 
Furthermore, the author tells us there are some ex­
travagant (!) acccounts not worthy of implicit belief, 
and consequently not repeated by him. Hasselstates 
that gigantic bones have been found here, and that the 
cave is natural, without any artificial improvements 
whatever.20

In this same valley, where the Pancacoya River 
enters the Xilotepec, Juarros speaks of “a range of 
columns curiously wrought, with capitals, mouldings, 
etc. ; and a little farther on there are several round cis­
terns formed in the rock.” The cisterns are^bout four 
feet in diameter and three feet deep, and may. have 
served originally, as the author remarks, for washing 
auriferous earths in the search for gold.21 The Santa 
Marfa River, near its junction with the Motagua, js 
said to flow for a longdistance underground, and at the] 
entrance to its subterranean channel are reported some \ 
carvings, the work of human hands, but from super- 1 

stitious fears the interior of this bewitched cave has 
never been explored.22

Petapa, twelve or fifteen miles southward from Gua-
80 Juarros’ Hist. Guat., pp. 488-9. The ruins are situated on a rock

commanding the junction of the rivers Pixcayatl and Motagua. Brasseur 
de Bourbourg, Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. ii., p. 524. Hu ins of the ancient cap­
ital of the Cakchiquel kings. Hassel, Mex. Guat., pp. 333, 335. ‘ Kemar-
ouable par les ruines de rancienne forteresse du môme nom.’ Larenaudière, 
Mex. et Guat., j> 2GG; Malte-Brun, Précis de la Géog., torn, vi., p. 470.

81 Juarros’ Hist. Guat., np. 487-8; Hassel, Mex. Guat., p. 333.
88 Hesse, in Si vers, Mittclamcrika, p. 257.
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temala on Lake Amatitlan is another of the localities 
where the old authors report the discovery of mam­
moth human bones, including a tooth as large as a 
man’s two fists. Such reports, where they have any 
other than an imaginary foundation, may probably 
result from the finding of animal bones, by which the 
good padres were deceived into the belief that they 
had come upon traces of the ancient giants reported 
in all the native traditions, which did not seem to 
them unworthy of belief, since they were told by their 
own tradition that “there were giants on the earth in 
those days.”23

At Rosario, eight or ten miles south of the same 
lake, we have a bare mention of a beautiful aqueduct 
in ruins.2* Twenty-five or thirty miles west of the 
lake, at the western foot of the volcano of Fuego, Don 
José Maria Asmitia, a Guatemalan official of antiqua­
rian tendencies, reports the discovery on his estate of 
a well-preserved aqueduct, constructed of hewn stone 
and mortar, together with nine stone idols each six 
feet in height. He proposed to make, at an early 
date, more thorough explorations in that vicinity. 
Like other explorers he had his theory, although he 
had not personally seen even the relics on his own 
estate ; deriving the American culture from a Cartha­
ginian source.25 Farther south on the Pacific low­
lands, at a point called Calche, between Escuintla and 
Suchiltepeques, the Abbé Brasseur speaks of a pyra­
mid cut from solid stone, which had been seen by 
many Guatemalans.26

Passing now north-westward to the region lying 
about Lake Atitlan, and noting that the town of So- 
lolii on the northern lake-shore is said to be built on 
the ruins of the aboriginal Tecpan Atitlan,27 we come 
to the ruins of the ancient Patinamit, ‘the city,’ the
XL

XV Fuentet, in Juarros' Hist. Guat., p. 492; Hassel, Mex. Guatp. 327.
M \Vappaiis, Grog. u. Stat., p. 281.
n Hesse, in Sivers, Mittclamerika, p. 257.
26 Brasseur de Bourbourg, Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. ii., p. 507.
87 ReicKardt, Cent. Amer., p. 72.
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Cakchiquel capital. It is near38 the modern town of 
Tecpan Guatemala, fifteen miles south-east of the lake, 
and forty miles north-west of Guatemala. The aborig­
inal town, to which Brasseur de Bourbourg would 
assign a very ancient, pre-Toltec origin, was inhabited 
down to the time when the conquistadores came, and 
was by them destroyed. With the state of the city 
as found and described by them, I have, of course, 
nothing to do in this volume, having simply to record 
the condition of the ruins as observed at subsequent 
periods, although in the descriptions extant the two 
phases of the city’s condition are considerably con­
founded. The remains are found on a level plateau 
having an area of several square miles, and surrounded 
by a ravine from one hundred to four hundred feet in 
depth, with precipitous sides. The plateau is accessi­
ble at one point only by a path artificially cut in the 
side of the barranca, twenty to thirty feet deep, and 
only wide enough to permit the passage of a single 
horseman. At the time of Mr Stephens’ visit nothing 
was visible but confused irregular masses, or mounds, 
of fallen walls, among which, however, could still be 
made out the foundations of two buildings, one of 
them fifty by one hundred feet. Two sculptured 
figures were pointed out by the natives, lying on the 
ground, on one of which the nose and eyes of some 
animal were discernible. Fuentes, who wrote in the 
century following the conquest, observed, during his 
examination of the city, more definite traces of its 
former grandeur. Two gates of chay-stone afforded 
entrance to the narrow passage which led up to the 
plateau ; a coating, or layer, of clay covered the soil to 
a depth of two feet ; and a trench six or eight feet 
deep, faced with stone and having also a breastwork 
of masonry three feet high, running north and south 
across the table, divided the city’s site into two por­
tions, inhabited, as is suggested, respectively by the

w The distance iff stated to be one fourth of a mile, one mile and a half, 
one league, and one league and a half by different writers.
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Îlebeian and aristocratic classes of its original citizens.
'he street-lines, crossing each other at right angles, 

were traceable, indicating that the city was regularly 
laid out in blocks. One of the structures whose 
foundations were then to be seen was a hundred yards 
square, besides which there remained the ruins of 
what is described as a palace, and of several houses. 
West of the city, on a mound six feet high, was “a 
pedestal formed of a shining substance, resembling 
glass.” Brasseur also mentions ‘vastes souterrains,’ 
which, as usual, he does not deign farther to describe. 
The modern town is built to a considerable extent, and 
its streets are paved, with fragments of the hewn stone 
from Patinamit, which have been carried piece by 
piece on the backs of natives up and down the sides 
of the barranca. The aborigines still look with feel­
ings of superstitious respect on this memorial of their 
ancestral glory, and at times their faithful ears detect 
the chimes of bells proceeding from beneath the hill. 
A famous black stone was, in the days of aboriginal 
independence, an object of great veneration in the 
Cakehiquel religious rites connected witli the fate of 
prisoners, its shrine being in the depths of a dark 
ravine near at hand. In Puentes’ time it had been 
consecrated by the Catholic bishop and placed on the 
altar of the church. He describes it as of singular 
beauty and about eighteen inches square. Stephens 
found it still on the altar, the object of the people’s 
jealous veneration; and when his Spanish companion 
had, with sacrilegious hand, to the infinite terror of 
the parish priest, ripped open the cotton sack in which 
the relic was enveloped, there appeared only a plain 
piece of ordinary slate measuring ten by fourteen 
inches. Brasseur de Bourbourg, however, believes 
tlpit the former visitors were both in error, and that 
thfc, original black stone was never permitted to fall 
intopthe,hands of the Spanish unbelievers.” At Pat-

n Juarros' Hist. Guat., pp. 382-4; his authority being Fuentes, Recopi- 
lacion, MS., tom. i., lib. iii., cap. i., and lib. xv., cap. v.; Stephens' Cent.
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zun, a native pueblo near Tecpan Guatemala, two 
mounds were noticed, but not opened.30

Quezaltenango, the aboriginal Xelahuh, is some 
twenty-five or thirty miles westward from Lake Atit- 
lan. In the days of Quiché power this city was one 
of the largest and most powerful in the land. I find 
no evidence that any remains of the town itself are 
to be seen, though Wappaus speaks of such remains, 
even classing them with the most ancient type, cjf 
Guatemalan antiquities. Two fortresses in this vicin­
ity, however, Olintepec and Parrazquin, supposed to 
have guarded the approaches to Xelahuh, are said to 
have left some traces of their former strength.31

Thirty miles farther back in the mountains north­
eastward from Quezaltenango, toward the confines of 
Vera Paz, was Utatlan, ‘road of the waters,’ in the 
native language Gumareaah, the Quichd capital and 
stronghold, at the modern town of Santa Cruz del Qui­
che. This city was the richest and most magnificent 
found by the Spaniards south of Mexico, and at the 
time of its destruction by them was, unlike most aborig­
inal American towns, in its highest state of prosperity. 
Slight as are the ruins that remain, they are sufficient 
to show that the Spanish accounts of the city’s orig­
inal splendor were not greatly exaggerated ; this, with 
the contrasts which these ruins present in the absence 
of statues, sculpture, and hieroglyphics, and in other

Amer., vol. ii., pp. 147, 149-53. Juarros’ account is also given in Conder'a 
Mex. Guat, vol. ii., pp. 270-1, in Bradford's A mer. Antiq., p. 90, and in 
Stephens* Cent. Amer., loc. cit. It is also used with that of Stephens to 
malce up the description in Sitters, Mittelatnerika, pp. 199-200. Slight men­
tion also in Wappaus, G cog. u. Stat., p. 284; Brasseur de Bo ur bourg, Ca­
tena ué, p. 33; la., Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. ii., pp. 1.12, 493, .126, According 
to Brasseur’s statement, M. Daly made drawings at Patinamit, seen by 
the Abbé, and to be published.

36 Stephens* Cent. Amer., vol. ii., p. 146.
31 ‘In the province of Quezaltenango, there are still to be met with the 

vestiges and foundations of many large fortresses, among which is the cele­
brated one of Parrazquin, situated on the confines of Totonieanan and 
Quezaltenango; and the citadel of Olintepequc, formed with all tne intri­
cacies of a labyrinth, and which was the chief defence of the important 
city of Xelahuh.’ Juarros' Hist. Gnat., np. 48l>, 379. Slight mention also, 
probably resting on no other authority than the paragraph al>ove quoted, 
in Wappàus, Gcog. u. Stat., p. 247; Éassel, Mex. Guat., p. 341.
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respects, when compared with those of Quirigua and 
Copan, constitutes their chief importance in archaeo­
logical investigations. Like Patinamit, Utatlan stood 
on a plateau, or mesa, bounded by a deep ravine on 
every side, a part of which ravine is believed to be 
of artificial construction. The barranca can only be 
crossed and the site of the city reached at one point, 
from the south-east. Guarding this single approach, 
at the distance of about half a mile from the village 
of Santa Cruz, are the ruins of a long line of struc­
tures of carefully laid hewn stone, evidently intended 
as fortifications and connected one with another by a 
ditch. Within this line and more immediately guard­
ing the passage, is an immense fortress, El Resguardo, 
one hundred and twenty feet high, in the form of a 
square-leased pyramidal structure, with three ranges 
of terraces, and steps leading up from one to another. 
A stone wall, plastered with a hard cement, incloses 
the area of the summit platform, in the centre of 
which rises a tower furnished with steps, which were 
also originally covered with cement. Crossing the 
barranca from the fort Resguardo, we find the table 
which was the site of the ancient city covered through­
out its whole extent with shapeless masses of ruins, 
among which the foundations of a few structures only 
can be definitely made out. The chief edifice, known 
as the grand castle, or palace, of the Quiché kings, and 
said to have been in round numbers eleven hundred 
by twenty-two hundred feet, occupied a central posi­
tion. 1 ts upper portions have been carried away and 
used in the construction of the modern town, but in 
1810, if we may trust the cura of the parish, the 
building was still entire. The floors remain, covered 
with a hard and durable çement, and also fragments 
of the partition walls sufficient to indicate something 
of the original ground plan. A plaster of finer 
quality than that employed on the floors and pyra­
mids, covers the inner walls, with evident traces of 
having been colored or painted. The ruins of a
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fountain appear in an open court-yard, also paved with 
cement. Another structure, El Sacrificatorio, still 
visible, is a pyramid of stone sixty-six feet square at 
the base and, in its present state, thirty-three feet 
high, the plan and elevation of which are shown in 
the cuts. Each side except the western is ascended

El Sacrificatorio at Utatlan.

by a flight of nineteen steps, each step eight inches 
wide and seventeen inches high. The western side is 
covered with stucco, laid on, as is ascertained by care­
ful examination, in several successive coatings, each 
painted with ornamental figures, among which the 
body of a leopard only could be distinguished. The 
pyramid is supported by a buttress in each of the four 
corners, diminishing in size toward the top. The sum­
mit is in ruins, but our knowledge of the tjuiché relig­
ious Ceremonies, as set forth in the preceding volume 
of this work, leaves little doubt that this was a place of 
sacrifice and supported an altar. No sculpture lias 
been found in connection with the ruins of Utatlan. 
Its absence is certainly remarkable; but it is to be 
noted that the natives of this region have always been 
of a haughty, unsubdued spirit, ardently attached to 
the memory of their ancestors; and the destruction or 
concealment of their idols with a view to keep them 
from the sacrilegious touch and gaze of the white 
man, would' be in accordance with their well-known 
character. They have the greatest rèspect for the 
holy pyramid on the plateau, and at one time when

647594



127QUICHÉ RELICS OF UTATLAN.

the reported discovery of a golden image prompted the 
destruction of the palace in search of treasure, the 
popular indignation on the part of the natives pre­
saged a serious revolt and compelled the abandonment 
of the scheme, not, however, until the walls had been 
razed. Flint arrow-heads are mentioned as of fre­
quent occurrence among the débris of fortifications 
outside the barranca, and a Spanish explorer in 1834 
found a sitting figure twelve inches high, and two 
heads of terra cotta exceedingly hard, smooth, and of 
good workmanship. One of the heads was solid, the 
other and the idol were hollow. The annexed cut

Utatlan Terra Cotta.

shows the sitting figure. Under one of the buildings 
is an opening to what the natives represented as a sub­
terranean passage leading by an hour’s journey to 
Mexico, but which only revealed to Mr Stephens, who 
entered it, the presence of a roof formed by overlap­
ping stones. This form of arch will be described in
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detail when I come to speak of more northern ruins, 
where it is of frequent occurrence. That a long time 
must have passed between the erection of Copan and 
Utatlan, the civilization of the builders meantime un­
dergoing great modifications, involving probably the 
introduction of new elements from foreign sources, is 
a theory supported by a careful study of the two 
classes of remains. For an account of Utatlan and 
other Guatemalan cities as they were in the time of 
their aboriginal glory, I refer the reader to Volume II. 
of this work.” The cura at Santa Cruz del (juichti 
said he had seen human skulls of more than natural 
size, from a cave in a neighboring town.33

North-westward from Utatlan, thirty or forty miles 
distant, in the province of Totonicapan, is the town of 
H uehuetenango, and near it, located like Utatlan on 
a ravine-guarded plain, are the ruins of Zakuléu, the 
ancient capital of the Mams, now known popularly

38 Stephens' Cent. Amer., vol. ii., pp., 171, 182-8. Mr Stephens gives, 
besides the engravings I have copied, and one of the other terra-cotta heads 
mentioned, a view of El Sacriflcatorio, a ground plan showing the relative 
positions of the plateau, the barranca, and the projecting fortress, together 
With a view of El Kesguardo and the other ruins in the distance. I uo not 
reproduce them because they show no details not included in the descrip­
tion, which, moreover, is easily comprehended without the aid of cuts. A 
thorough exploration of Utatlan was made by Don Miguel Rivera y Maes­
tro, a commissioner sent for the purpose by tne Guatemalan government in 
1834. His MS. report to the state authorities was seen by Mr Stephens 
and is dcscrilicd as being very fuU and accurate, but not containing anv 
details outside of Stephens’ account. He does not state that his plans and 
views were obtained from Rivera y Maestre. Juarros, Hist. Guat., pp. 86- 
8, 487, follows Fnentes, who described the city chiefly from historical 
accounts of its original condition, although it seems that lie also visited the 
ruins. Las Casas, Hist. Apologética, MS., cap. lii., speaks of Utatlan’s 
‘maravillosos edificios de cal y canto, de los cuales yo vide muchos. ’ llras- 
seur de Bourbourg, Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. ii., pp. 493, 120, tom. j., p. 124, 
speaks of Rivera y Maestre’s plans in Stephens’ work as incorrect.,hut 
rejoices in the prospect that M. César Daly will publish correct (Raitmigs.

■ ‘Un des palais des rois de Quiché a 728pas géométriques de longueur et 376
de largeur.’ Humboldt, in Nouvelles Annales des Voy., 1827, torn, xxxv., 
p. 329. ‘ En Utlatan liabia muchos y muv grandes eues 6 templos de sus
Idoles, de maravillosos edificios, y yo vi aigu nos aunque muy arruinados.’

«A Zurita, in Palaeio, Carta, pp. 123-4. See also accounts of these ruins made
up from Stephens and Juarros, in Wappaus, Geog. u.Stat., p. 286, and 
Reichardt, Cent. Amer., p. 72; also mention in Malte-Brun, Précis de la 

\ Géog., torn, vi., p. 470; Larenaudiére, Mex. et Guat., pp. 266, 274; Galindo, 
in Àntig. Mex., tom. L, div. ii., pp. 73-8; Revue Amér., 1826, tom. i., pp.

\ 353-5; Muller, Amerikanische Uneligionen, p. 462.
33 Stephens' Cent Amer., vol. ii., p. 192.
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as Las Cuevas. These remains are in an advanced 
state of dilapidation, hardly more than confused heaps 
of rubbish scattered over the plain, and overgrown 
with grass and shrubs. Two pyramidal structures of 
rough stones in mortar, formerly covered with stucco, 
can, however, still be made out. One of them is one 
hundred and two feet square and twenty-eight high, 
with steps, each four feet in height and seven feet 
wide. The top is small and square, and a long rough 
slab found at the base may, as Mr Stephens sqggests, 
have been the altar thrown down from its former posi­
tion on the platform. There are also several small 
mounds, supposed to be sepulchral, one of which was 
opened, and disclosed within an enclosure of rough 
stones and lime some fragments of bone and two 
vases of fine workmanship, whose material is not 
stated but is probably earthen ware. One of them 
is shown in the cut, and bears a striking resemblance 
to some of the burial vases of Nicaragua.34 Another

Sepulchral Urn from Huehuetenango.

burial vault, not long enough, however, to contain a 
human being at full length, at the foot of one of the 
pyramids, was faced with cut stone, and from it the 
proprietor of the estate took a quantity of bones and 
the terra-cotta tripod shown in the cut- It has a pol-

34 See p. 63 of this volume.
Vol. IV. b ,

\
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Tripod from Huehuetenango.

M

ished surface and is one foot in diameter. At a point 
on the river where the banks had been washed away 
at the time of high water, some animal skeletons of 
extraordinary size were brought to light. Mr Steph­
ens saw in the bank the imprint of one of these meas­
uring twenty-five or thirty feet in length, and others 
were said to be yet larger.36

Extending eastward from the region of Huehuete­
nango to that of Salama in the province of Vera Paz, 
a distance of nearly one hundred miles, there seems to 
be a line of ruins, occurring at frequent intervals, par­
ticularly in the valley of the Rabinal and about the 
town of that name. A map of Guatemala now before 
me locates seventeen of these ruins, and M. Brasseur 
de Bourbourg incidentally mentions many of them by 
name, none of them, however, being anywhere de­
scribed in detail. It is much to be regretted that the 
last-named author, during a residence at Rabinal, did 
not more fully improve his opportunities for the exam­
ination of these remains, or, at least, that he has never 
made known to the world the result of his investiga­
tions. All the ruins along this line would seem to

31 Step fir ns' Cent. Amer., vol. ii., pp. 228-32, with figures of two vases 
found at 11 uchuetenango in addition to those represented al>ovc. ‘On trouve 
un plan des plus incorrects dans le MS. de fruentès.’ Brasseur de Bour­
bourg, Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. ii., pp. 119, 504. Mention of the ruins in Id., 
Palenqui, p. 34. Huehuetenango, in Lat. 15° 28' 15", Long. 91° 36' 50". 
Wapjmus, Geog. u. Stat., p. 288. Engravings of four vases copied from 
Stephens, in Larenawtiàre, Mex. et Guat., p. 379, pi. 4L
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belong to the class of those occupied by the natives, 
chiefly Cakchiquels, at the time of the conquest, most 
of them being the remains of fortresses or fortified 
towns, built on strong natural positions at the river- 
mouths, guarding the entrance to fertile valleys.

Opposite the mouth of the River Rabinal, where 
the Pacalah empties into the Chixoy, or Usumacinta, 
are the ruins of Cawinal, visited by the Abbé Bras­
seur in 1856, and by him pronounced the finest in 
Vera Paz. They are situated on both sides of the 
stream in a fine mountain-girt valley, the approach to 
which was guarded by a long line of fortifications, 
pyramidal mounds, and watch-towers, whose remains 
may yet be seen. Among these structures is a pyra­
mid of two terraces, forty feet high, ascended by a 
stairway of three flights, with the ruined walls of 
three small buildings on its summit. Near many of 
the old towns, especially in the Rabinal district, 
tumuli—cakhay, ‘red houses’—very like in form and 
material to those of the Mississippi Valley are said to 
be numerous.36 ,

Besides the ruins actually seen and vaguely de­
scribed, there are reports of others. The province is 
large and comparatively unexplored, its people wild 
and independent, and noth have ever been to travelers 
the object of much nVysterious conjecture, increasing 
in intensity as the northern region of Peten is ap­
proached. In 1850 Mr Squier wrote, “there has 
lately been discovered, in the province of Vera Paz,

36 ‘J’ai moi-méme visité les mines d’un grande nombre de ces villes et 
châteaux, dont les positions sont admirablement choisies* pour la défense; 
il en existe sur presque toutes les hauteurs qui environnent la plaine 
de Habinal. Elles sont, du reste, très-nombreuses dans toutes les provinces 
guatémaliennes et sont une preuve de l’étendue de leur antique |>onula- 
tion.’ The chief one is one league west of Habinal. Brasseur de Bour- 
bourg, Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. ii., p. 125. Ruins of Cawinal, Id., p. 149. 
Mention of tumuli, Id., tom. i., p. 15. Mention of ruins of Tzuruya, Tzu- 
tum, Nimpokom, Cakyug, Zamaneb, and Salama. Id., tom. ii., pn. 479, 
505-6. Mention of Nelmb, Uspantan, Habinal, Cavinal, Xeocok, ana Nim­
pokom. Wappaus, (ieog. u. Stat., pp. 288, 291. The ruins located by Son- 
nenstern, Majxi dr Hunt., 1859, proceeding from west to cast, arc as follows:

1 Xolaeul, Nebak, Hatzal, Suizul, Ralbitz, Cavinal, Pacalay, Xokoc, Beleh 
Trak, Pikek, Xozintun, Truk Pocoma, Cakyug, Chocotoy, Chotocoy, Ta- 
lam, Xubabal.
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150 miles northeast of Guatemala, buried in a dense 
forest, and far from any settlements, a ruined city, sur­
passing Copan or Palenque in extent and magnificence, 
and displaying a degree of art to which none of the 
structures of Yucatan can lay claim.”37 The cura of 
Santa Cruz had once lived in Coban, some forty miles 
north of Rabinal, and four leagues from there he 
claimed to have seen an andfcnt city as large as Utat- 
lan, its palace being still entire at the time of his 
visit.38 One Leon de Pontelli claims to have traveled 
extensively in these parts in 1859, and to have discov­
ered many ancient and remarkable ruins of great 
cities, at points impossible to locate, somewhere about 
the confines of Vera Paz and Peten. Pontelli is not 
regarded as a trustworthy explorer, and no positive 
information whatever is to be7 obtained from his 
account.39 '

Not only are cities in ruins reported to exist, but 
also somewhere in this region, four days’ journey from 
Utatlan towards Mexico, an inhabited city in all its 
aboriginal magnificence is said to be visible, far out on 
the plain, from the summit of a lofty sierra. The cura 
of Santa Cruz before mentioned had gazed upon its 
glittering turrets and had heard from the natives tra­
ditions of its splendor, and the failure of all attempts 
on the part of white men to approach its walls for the 
purpose of a closer examination. One other man had 
the courage to climb the sierra, but on the day chosen 
for the ascent the city was rendered invisible by mists. 
The intelligence and general reliability of the good 
cura inclined Mr Stephens to put some faith in the 
accuracy of his report; others, however, not without 
reason, are sceptical about the matter.40.

37 Annual Scien. Discov., 1850, pp. 303-4.
™ Stephens' Cent. Amer., vol. ii., p. 193.
39 Pontelli’s account with some plates was published in the Correo de 

Ultramar, Paris, 1860. I have not seen the original, but what purports to 
be a translation of it in the California Farmer, Nov. 7, 1862, is the veriest 
trash, containing nothing definite respecting the location or description of 
the pretended discoveries.

4® Stephens' Cent. Amer., vol. ii., pp. 195-7; Id., Vue., vol. ii., p. 201.

\
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Leaving the lofty highlands of Vera Paz, we de­
scend northward to the province of Peten, a compara­
tively low region whose central portion is occupied by 
several large lakes. It is in this lake region chiefly 
that antiquities have been brought to light by the few 
travelers who have penetrated this far-off country, 
less known, perhaps, than any other portion of Cen­
tral America. The Spaniards found the Itzas, a Maya 
branch from Yucatan, established here, their capital, 
Tayasal, a city of no small pretensions to magnifi­
cence, being on an. island now known as Remedios, in 
Lake Itza, or Peten, where the town of Flores is now 
situated. Flores is built indeed on the ruins of the 
aboriginal city, which, however, has left no relics of 
sculpture or architecture to substantiate the Spanish 
accounts of its magnificent structures, which included 
twenty-one adoratorios. Rude earthen figures and 
vessels are, however, occasionally exhumed ; and M. 
Morelet heard of one vase of some hard transparent 
material, very beautifully formed and ornamented. 
This relic had passed into the hands of a Tabascan 
merchant. Sr Fajardo, commissioner to establish the 
boundary between Mexico and Guatemala, furnished 
to Sr I. R. Gondra drawings of some nacas, or small 
idols, found in the Peten graves. Sr Gondra pro­
nounces them similar to those of Yucatan as repre­
sented by Stephens.41

'Quant k l’existence d’une cité mystérieuse, habitée parties indigènes, qui 
vivraient au centre du Petén dans les mêmes conditions d’autrefois, c’est 
une croyance qu’il faut reléguer parmi les fantaisies de l’imagination. O 
conte a pris naissance au Yucatan, et les voyageurs en le recueillant, lui 
ont donné trop d'importance.* Morcht, Voyage, torn. ii., p. 68. Mr Otis, 
on the authority of a late English explorer, believes the city to lie a lime­
stone formation which has misled. Hist. Mao., vol. vi., p. 120. ‘We must 
reject the notion of great cities existing here. Syuier, in lit., vol. iv., p. 67. 
Its existence not improbable. Mayer's Mex. as it was, p. 263. Such rejsirts 
unfounded. Brasseur de Bourbourg, Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. i., p. 37.

41 Morelet, Voyage, tom. ii., pp. 65-8, 26. M. Morelet, by reason of 
sickness, was unable to make any personal explorations in Peten beyond 
the island. He has preserved, however, some native rejiorts respecting the 
antiquities of the region. ‘On trouve dans tout ce pays des mines «’an­
ciens édifices, comme dans le Yucathan, et des idoles en pierre.’ Nouvelles 
Annules des Voy., 1843, torn, xevii., p. 51. ‘Por aquellos montes ay 
muchos edificios antiguos grandioses (como lo que oy se ven en Yucathàn)
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On the north side of the lake is the small town of 
San José, and a spot two days’ journey south-eastward 
from here—although this would, according to the 
maps, carry us back across the lake—is given as the 
locality of three large edifices buried in the forest, 
called by the natives Casas Grandes. All we know 
of them rests on the report of an Indian chief, who 
was induced by M. Morelet to depart from the char­
acteristic reserve and secrecy of his race respecting the 
works of the antiguos; consequently the statement 
that the buildings are covered with sculptures in high 
relief, closely analogous to those of Palenque, must 
be accepted with some allowance.41

Two days eastward of Lake Peten, on the route to 
Belize, is the lake of Yaxhaa, Yachd, or Yasja, one 
of the isles in which is said to be covered with débris 
of former structures. Col. Galindo, who visited the 
locality in 1831, is the only one who has written of 
the ruins from personal observation, and he only de­
scribes one structure, which he terms the most remark­
able of all. This is a tower of five stories, each nine 
feet high, each of less length and breadth than the one 
below it, and the lower one sixty-six feet square. No 
doors or windows appear in the four lower stories, 
although Galindo, from the hollow sound emitted 
under blows, supposed them not to be solid. A stair­
way seven feet wide, of steps each four inches high, 
leads up to the base of the fifth story on the west, at

y en elloe muy grandes Idolos de piedra.’ Cogolludo, Hist. Yuc., p. 700. 
‘It is doubtful if any monuments of note exist in the district, except 
on the islands, or in the immediate neighlnjrhood of the lakes.’ Sguier's 
Cent. Amer., pp. 543-5. Mention in Wappaus, Gcog. u. Stat., p. 295; Hum­
boldt, in Nouvelles Annales des You., 1827, tom. xxxv., ». 329. ' 11 n’existe 
dans cette île aucuns vestiges d’idoles ni de temples.’ Waldeck, Voy. Pitt., 
p». 69-70. Many relics and remains of idols still to l>e found on the 
island. Hassel, Mex. Guat., p. 359; Malte-Brun, Precis de la Géog., tom. 
vi., p. 470; Morelet's Trav., pp. 240-2; Gondra, in Prescott, Mex., tom. iii., 
p. 98.

48 ‘ Les Indiens, on le sait, se montrent très réservés sur tout ce qui 
touche à leur ancienne nationalité: quoique ces ruines fussent connues <l’un 
grand nombre d’entre eux, pas un n’avait trahi le secret de leur existence.’ 
Morelet, Voyage, tom. ii., pp. 66-7; Id., Trav., pp. 241-2; S</uier, in Hist. 
Mag., vol. iv., p. 66; Wap pans, Geog. u. Stat., p. 295.
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which point, as on the opposite eastern side, is an en­
trance only high enough for a man to crawl through 
on hands and knees. This upper story is divided into 
three apartments communicating with each other by 
means of low doors, and now roofless, but presenting 
signs of having been originally covered with the 
overlapping arch. The whole structure is of hewn 
stone laid in mortar, and no traces of wood remain. 
It is evident that this building is entirely different 
from any other monuments which we have thus far 
met in our progress northward, and further north we 
shall meet few if any of a similar nature. So far as 
the data are sufficient to justify conclusions, this may 
safely be classed with the older remains at Copan and 
Quirigua, rather than with the more modern Quiché- 
Cakchiquel structures. There are no means of deter­
mining with any degree of accuracy whether these 
buildings of Yaxhaa were the work of the Itzas or of 
a more ancient branch of the Maya people.43

About forty miles north-east from the eastern end 
of Lake Peten, in the foothills of the mountains, but 
in a locality inaccessible from the direction of the 
lake except in the dry season, from January to June, 
are the ruins of Tikal, a name signifying in the Maya 
language ‘destroyed palaces.’ So dry is the locality, 
however, during this dry season, that water must be 
carried in casks, or thirst quenched with the juice of a 
peculiar variety of reed that grows in the region. A 
more thorough search might reveal natural wells, 
which supplied water to the ancient inhabitants, as 
was the case further north in Yucatan. The ruined 
structures of Tikal are reported to extend over a 
space of at least a league, and they were discovered, 
although their existence had been previously reported

43 Galindo, in Antiq. Mex., tom. i., div. ii., p. 68; Squier, in Hint. Mag., 
vol. iv., p. 66. Mr So nier says the tower is 22 feet square at the base, instead 
of 22 paces as Galindo gives it. He does not state the authority on which 
his description rests; it seems, however, in other resjiects to Ik- simply a 
reproduction of Galindo's account, which is also repeated in Squier s Cent. 
Amer., pp. 544-5. Slight mention in Morelet, Voyage, tom. ii., p. 66; Id., 
Trav., p. 240; Wappaus, Geog. u. Stat., p. 295.
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by the natives, in 1848, by Governor Ambrosio Tut 
and Colonel Modesto Mendez. From the pen of the 
latter we have a written description accompanied by 
drawings.44 Unfortunately I have not been able to 
examine the drawings made by Sr Mendez, whose text 
is brief and, in some respects, unsatisfactory.

The chief feature at Tikal is the occurrence of many 
palaces or temples of hewn stone in mortar, on the 
summit of hills usually of slight elevation. Five of 
these are specially mentioned, of which three are to 
some extent described. The first is on a hill alxmt 
one hundred and forty feet high, natural like all the 
rest so far as known, but covered in many places with 
masonry. A stairway about seventy feet wide leads 
up to the summit, on which stands a lofty stone pal­
ace, or tower, seventy-two by twenty-four feet at the 
base and eighty-six feet high, facing the east. The 
walls of the lower portion, or what may be regarded 
as the first story, are plain and coated with a hard 
cement. There is a niche five or six feet deep in the 
front, covered on the interior with paintings and hiero­
glyphics, and furnished with wooden rings at the top, 
as if for the suspension of curtains. At this point an 
attempt to penetrate to the interior of the structure 
showed the lower story to be solid, filled with earth 
and stones. The upper story has an ornamented and 
sculptured front, and there are ruins of a fallen bal­
cony, or more probably a staircase which formerly led

44 Col. Mendez, whom Gov. Tut preceded at Tikal by a day or two only, 
visited the ruins as commissioner of the Guatemalan government, to which, 
after a stay of four days, he made a report. This report, so fat as I know, 
was never published in the original Spanish; hut the MS. fell into the 
hands of Mr Hesse, Prussian envoy to the Central American govern­
ments, and was by him translated into German and published with the 
plates in the Zeitschrift fur Allgemeine Erdkunde, 1853, tom. i., pt iii., pp. 
162-8. This translation, without the plates, and with some slight omis­
sions of unimportant details respecting the journey, was also published in 
Slivers, Mittelamerika, pp. 247-54, 304-8, with notes by Messrs Hesse and 
Sivers. This is the source of my information. Mendez revisited Tikal in 
1852, without obtaining any additional information of value so far as I 
know. The ruins are mentioned and more or less fully described, always 
from the same source, in Muller, A me rik a nine he Urreligioncn, pp. 460-2; 
llusehmann, Ortsnamen, pp. 115-17; Ritter, in Gumprecht, tom. i., p. 3; 
IVappuus, Geog. u. St at., pp. 247, 295.
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up to the entrance. Nothing is said of the interior of 
the upper portion. The second structure is of the 
same dimensions as the first, and is built on a hill op­
posite, or eastward, which seems, however, to have no 
steps upon its sides. It is much damaged and fallen, 
hut several of its rooms are well preserved, having 
the triangular-arched roof of overlapping stones, walls 
decorated with paintings and hieroglyphics, and corri­
dors six and a half feet wide and over one hundred 
feet long, with windows, or air-holes, two and a half 
by four feet. The walls are nearly seven feet thick, 
and the top of the doorway at the entrance is of 
rough zapote beams. The third palace differs in no 
respect from the others, except that the zapote archi­
trave of the chief entrance is carved in ornamental 
and hieroglyphic figures. In a kind of a court at the 
foot of the hill in front of the first palace were found 
eleven stone idols from five to six feet high. Three 
of the number stood on large round stone disks, or 
pedestals. About twenty of these disks, without 
idols, were also found, seven or eight of which bore 
indistinct medallion figures sculptured in low relief, 
and the rest were rough and apparently unfinished. 
Three oval stone disks were also dug out, as implied 
by Mendez’ text, from the excavation under the first 
palace, although it is difficult to explain the presence 
of sculptured relics in such a situation. One of the 
stones measured five and a half by four by five and a 
half feet, and bore on one side the figure of a woman 
with decorated robe. The second bore the outlines 
of a supposed god, and the third a figure which the 
explorer profoundly concludes to have represented an 
eagle or a snake, but which may perhaps be taken for 
some other insect. On the road, just before reaching 
the ruins, fragments of pottery were noticed, and Gov­
ernor Tut had also seen the figure of a bull well cut 
from stone lying on the bank of a lagoon some eight 
miles distant. It is evident that at or near Tikal 
was formerly a large city, and when we consider the
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extent and importance of the ruins, the preceding de­
scription unaccompanied by plates may seem meagre 
and unsatisfactory. But after a perusal of the follow­
ing chapter on the ruins of Yucatan, the reader will 
not fail to form a clear idea of those at Tikal ; since 
all that we know of the latter indicates clearly their 
identity in style and in hieroglyphics with numerous 
monuments of the peninsula further north. It is 
therefore very probable that both groups are the 
work of the same people, executed at approximately 
the same epoch.

Colonel Mendez, while on his way to visit Tikal 
for the second time in 1852, accidentally discovered 
two other groups of ruins in the neighborhood of 
Dolores, south-eastward from Lake Peten and at 
about the same distance from the lake as Tikal. One 
group is south-east and eight miles distant from Do­
lores, and the other the same distance north-west. 
The former is called by the natives Yxtutz, and the 
latter Yxcum. There seem to have been made a de­
scription and some drawings of the Dolores remains, 
which I have not seen. Traces of walls are men­
tioned and monoliths sculptured in high relief, with 
figures resembling those at Copan and Quirigua rather 
than those at Tikal, although the hieroglyphics are pro­
nounced identical with those of the latter monuments. 
Other relics are the figure of a woman dressed in a 

» short nagua of feathers about the waist, fitting closely 
and showing the form of the leg; and a collection of 
sculptured blocks upon a round disk, on which are 
carved hieroglyphics and figures of the sun and moon 
with a prostrate human form before them.

Near by on the Belize River is a cave in which 
several idols were discovered, probably brought here 
by the natives for concealment.46 There are found in 
the early Spanish annals of this region some accounts

15 Ifrase, in Sivera, Mittelamerika, pp. 254-5, 308-9; Buschmann, Orts- 
namcn, pp. 115-16; Wappaus, Geog. u. Slat., p. 295; Muller, Amerikanische 
Urreligwnen, p. 460.
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of inhabited towns in this vicinity when the conquer­
ors first came, of which these ruins may be the 
remains. I close the chapter on Guatemalan anti­
quities with two short quotations, embodying all I 
have been able to find respecting the ancient monu­
ments of the English province of Belize, on the At­
lantic coast eastward from Peten. “About thirty 
miles up the Balize River, contiguous to its banks are 
found, what in this country are denominated the Indian- 
hills. These are small eminences, which are supposed 
to have been raised by the aborigines over their dead ; 
human bones, and fragments of a coarse kind of earth­
en-ware, being frequently dug from them. These In- 
dian-hills are seldom discovered but in the immediate 
vicinity of rivers or creeks,” and were therefore, per­
haps, built for refuge in time of floods. “The foot of 
these hills is regularly planted round with large stones, 
and the whole may perhaps be thought to bear a very 
strong resemblance to the ancient barrows, or tumuli, 
so commonly found in various parts of England.”46 

“I learned from a young Frenchman that on this 
plantation (New Boston) are Indian ruins of the same 
character as those of Yucatan, and that idols and other 
antiquities have often been found there.”47

46 Henderson's Honduras, pp. 52-3; repeated in Squier's Cent. Amer., pp. 
590-7.

47 Froebel's Cent. Amer., p. 167.



CHAPTER V.

ANTIQUITIES OF YUCATAN.

Yucatan, the Country and the People—Abundance of Ruined 
Cities — Antiquarian Exploration of the State —Central 
Group—Uxmal—History and Bibliography—Waldeck, Steph­
ens, Catherwood, Norman, Friederichsthal, and Charnay 
—Casa del Gobernador, Las Monjas, El Adivino, Pyramid, 
and Gymnasium—Kabah, Nohpat, Labna, and nineteen other 
Ruined Cities—Eastern Group; Chichen Itza and Vicinity- 
Northern Group; Mayapan, Mérida, and Izamal—Southern 
Group; Labphak, Iturbide, and Macoba—Eastern Coast; Tu- 
loom and Cozumel—Western Coast; MaxcanC, JaIna, and Cam­
peche-General Features of the Yucatan Relics—Pyramids 
and Stone Buildings—Limestone, Mortar, Stucco, and Wood 
—The Triangular Arch—Sculpture, Painting, and Hiero­
glyphics—Roads and Wells—Comparisons—Antiquity of the 
Monuments—Conclusions.

North of the bay of Chetumal on the Atlantic, the 
Laguna de Terminos on the gulf of Mexico, and lati­
tude 17° 50' in the interior, lies the peninsula of 
Yucatan, one of the few exceptions to the general 
direction of the world’s peninsulas, projecting north­
eastwardly from the continent, its form approximately 
a parallelogram whose sides measure two hundred and 
fifty miles from north to south and two hundred from 
east to west. Its whole surface, so far as known to 
geographers, may be termed practically a level plain 
only slightly elevated above the level of the sea. The 
coast for the most part, and especially in the north, is

(140)
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low, sandy, and barren, with few indentations affording 
harbors, and correspondingly few towns and cities of 
any importance. Crossing the narrow coast region, 
however, we find the interior fertile and heavily 
wooded. While there are no mountains that deserve 
the name, yet there are not entirely wanting ranges of 
hills to break up and diversify by their elevation of 
from two hundred to five hundred feet the monotony 
of a dead level. Chief among these is the Sierra de 
Yucatan, so called, an offshoot of the southern Peten 
heights, branching out from the great central Cordil­
lera. It stretches north-eastward nearly parallel with 
the eastern coast to within some twenty-five miles of 
Cape Catoche. Another line of hills on the opposite 
gulf coast extends from the mouth of the River 
Champoton, also north-eastward, toward Mérida, the 
capital of the state, about thirty miles south-west of 
which place it deflects abruptly at right angles from 
its former direction, and with one or two parallel 
minor ranges extends south-eastward at least half-way 
across the state. At some period geologically recent 
the waves of ocean and gulf doubtless beat against 
this elbow-shaped sierra, then the coast barrier of the 
peninsula ; since the country lying to the north and 
west presents everywhere in its limestone formation 
traces of its comparatively late emergence from be­
neath the sea. The lack of water on tbe surface is a 
remarkable feature in the physical geography of Yuca­
tan. There are no rivers, and the few small streams 
along the coast extend but few miles inland and dis­
appear as a rule in the dry season. One small lake, 
whose waters are strongly impregnated with salt, is 
the only body of water in the broad interior, which 
is absolutely destitute of streams. From June to 
October of each year rain falls in torrents, and the 
sandy, calcareous soil seems to possess a wonderful 
property of retaining the stored-up moisture, since the 
ardent rays of the tropical sun beating down through 
the long rainless summer months, rarely succeed in
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parching any portion of the surface into any approach 
to the sterility of a desert. The summer tempera­
ture, although high, is modified by sea-breezes from 
the east and west ; consequently the heat is less op­
pressive and the climate on the whole more healthful 
than in any other state of the American tierra caliente. 
The inhabitants, something over half a million in num­
ber, of whom a very large proportion are full-blooded 
natives of the Maya race, are a quiet and peaceful 
though brave people, living simply on the products of 
the soil and of the forest, and each community taking 
but little interest in the affairs of the world away from 
their own immediate neighborhood. They made a 
brave but vain resistance to the progressif foreign 
conquerors, and have since lived for the most part in 
quiet subjection to the power of a dominant race and 
the priests of a foreign faith, having lost almost com­
pletely the .ambitious and haughty spirit for which 
they were once noted, and forgotten practically the 
greatness of their civilized ancestors. Since throwing 
off the power of Spain, they have passed through 
four or five revolutions,—a noteworthy record when 
compared with that of other Spanish American states 
—by which Yucatan has passed successively to and 
fro from the condition of an independent republic to 
that of a state in the Mexican Republic, to which it 
now belongs. Except the northern central portion, 
which contains the capital and principal towns, and 
which itself, outside of Mérida and the route to the 
coast, is oidy comparatively well known through the 
writings of a few travelers, and except also some of 
the ports along the coast visited occasionally by trad­
ing vessels of various nations, Yucatan is still essen­
tially a terra incognita. It was more thoroughly 
explored by the Spanish soldiers and priests in the 
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries than at any sub­
sequent time. The eastern interior and the southern 
bordering on the Guatemalan province of Peten are 
especially unexplored, little or nothing being known
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of the latter district away from the trails that lead 
southward, one to Bacalar, the other to Lake Peten, 
trodden by the feet of few but natives during the last 
two centuries.

Yucatan presents a rich field for antiquarian explo­
ration, furnishing perhaps finer, and certainly more 
numerous, specimens of ancient aboriginal architecture, 
sculpture, and painting than have been discovered in 
any other section of America. The state is literally 
dotted, at least in the northern central, or best known, 
portions with ruined edifices and cities. I shall have 
occasion to mention, and describe more or less fully, 
in this chapter, such ruins in between fifty and sixty 
different localities.1 While these monuments, how­
ever, are the most extensive and among the best pre­
served within the limits of the Pacific States, they 
were yet among the last to be brought to the knowl­
edge of the modern world. In the voyages, made 
early in the sixteenth century, which immediately pre­
ceded the conquest of Mexico by the Spaniards, C6r- 
dova, Grijalva, and Cortés touched at various points 
along the Yucatan coast, and were amazed to find 
there on the borders of a new world which they had 
supposed to he occupied exclusively by barbarians, a 
civilized people who served their gods and kept their 
idols in lofty stone temples. But their stay was 
brief and they pursued their way northward, bent on

1 ‘Le sol del’Yucatan est encore, aujourd’hui, parsemé d’innombrables 
ruines, dont la magnificence et l’étendue frappent d’étonnement les voy­
ageurs; de toutes parts, ce ne sont que collines pyramidales, surmontées 
d’édifices superlies, des villes dont la grandeur éblouit l’imagination, tant 
elles sont multipliées et se touchent de près, sur les chemins publics: enfin 
on ne saurait faire un pas sans rencontrer des débris qui attestent à lu fois 
l’immensité de la population antique du Maya et la longue prospérité dont 
cette contrée jouit sous ses rois.’ ‘Nulle terre au monde ne présente au­
jourd'hui un champ si fécond aux recherches de l’archéologue et du voya­
geur.’ Brasseur de Bour bourg, Hist. Nat. Civ.y tom. ii.j pp. ‘JO, *24. ‘A 
peine y a-t-il dans VYucatan une ville, une bourgade, une maison de cam­
pagne qui n'offre dans ses constructions des restes de pierres sculptées qui 
ont été enlevées d’un ancien édifice. On peut compter plus de douze em­
placements couverts de vastes ruines.’ Friederichsthal, in Nouvelles An- 
unies des Vou.y 1841, tom. xcii., pp. 300-1. ‘Elle est, pour ainsi dire, jonchée 
de ruines. Partout, dans cette partie de l’Amérique, la poésie des souvenirs 
parle à l’imagination.’ Larenaudière, Mex. et Guat., p. 3J0.

4
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the conquest of the richer realms of Montezuma. The 
excitement of the conquest and the new wonders be­
held in Anâhuac blotted practically from the popular 
mind all memory of the southern tower-temples, al­
though their discovery was recorded in the diaries of 
the expeditions, from which and from verbal descrip­
tions accounts were inserted in the works of the 
standard historians of the Indies. Later, in the mid­
dle of the century, when the turn came for Yucatan 
to be overrun with soldiers, stone temples had become 
too familiar sights to excite much attention ; yet the 
chroniclers of the time included in their annals some 
brief descriptions of the heathen temples destroyed 
for the glory of the white man’s god; and the Yucatan 
historians of the following century, Landa, Cogolludo, 
and Villagutierre Soto-Mayor, described and personally 
visited some of the ruins. These earlier accounts 
have been utilized in delineating the state of archi­
tectural art among the Mayas in a preceding volume, 
and they will also be used somewhat extensively as 
illustrative material in the following pages. Since 
these early times the ruins, shrouded by a dense trop­
ical vegetation, have lain untenanted and unknown, 
save to the peaceful inhabitants of the northern and 
more thickly settled portions of the state, who have 
from time to time become aware of their existence 
accidentally while in search of water or a favorable 
locality for a milpa, or cornfield. Only a few of the 
forty-four ruined towns explored by Mr Stephens were 
known to exist by the people of Mérida, the state 
capital.

Since 1830 the veil has been lifted from the prin­
cipal ruins of ancient Maya works by the researches 
of Zavala, Waldeck, Stephens, Catherwood, Norman, 
Friederichsthal, and Charnay. A general account of 
the antiquarian explorations and writings of these 
gentlemen is given in the appended note,1 details and

2 The earliest modern account of Yucatan Antiquities with which 1 am 
acquainted is that written by Sr Lorenzo de Zavala, Ambassador of the Mcx-
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notices of additional visitors to particular localities 
being reserved until L come to speak of those locali­
ties. It will be noticed that all the authors men­
tioned who write from actual observation, have confined 
their observations to from one to four of the principal 
ruins, whose existence was known previous to their 
visits, excepting Messrs Stephens and Catherwood. 
These gentlemen boldly left the beaten track and 
brought to the knowledge of the world about forty 
ruined cities whose very existence had been previously 
unknown even to the residents of the larger cities

ican (ioveroment in France, and published in Antiquités Mexicaines, tom. 
i., div. ii., pp. 33-5. Sr Zavala visited Uxinal several years before 1834. 
His communication rçives a tolerably good general idea ot the ruins, but it 
is brief, unaccompanied by drawings, and relates only to one city. It is, 
therefore, of little value when compared with later and more extensive 
works on the subject, and is mentioned in this note only as being the earli­
est account extant. Yet long before Zavala’s visit, Padre Thomas de Soza, 
a Franciscan friar of the convent of Merida, had observed the ruins during 
his frequent trips through the province, and he gave a slight account of 
them to Antonio del Rio, who mentioned it in his Dcserip. of an Ancient 
Citu, pj>. 6-8.

Si. Frédéric de Waldeck, a French artist, visited Vxmal in 1835 during 
a short tour in the peninsula, and published the result of his labors in his 
Yogage Pittoresque et Archéologique dans la Prorince d'Yucatan, Paris, 
1838, large folio, with 22 steel imites and lithographie illustrations. M. de 
Waldeck became in some way obnoxious to the Mexican (iovernment, 
which threw some obstacles in his way, and finally confiscated his draw­
ings. of which lie had fortunately made copies. Waldeck in his turn 
abuses the government and the people, and has consequently been unfavor­
ably criticised. His drawings gnu descriptions, however, tested by the 
work of later visitors under better auspices, are remarkable for their accu­
racy so far as they relate to antiquities. The few errors discoverable in his 
work may be attributed to the difficulty of exploring alone and unaided 
ruins envehqicd in a dense tropical forest. ‘ Supplied with pecuniary aid 
by a munificent and learned Irish i>eer.’ (Lord Kingsborough.) Foreign 
(June. Per., vol. xviii., p. 251. ‘Waldeck, auinentando 6 disminuycndo 
untojadiza y cuprichosamcnte sus obras, las liace part ici par, en todos senti- 
dos, de las no muy acred it ad as cualidadcs de vendico, imparcial y coneien- 
zudo (pie aqui le conocieron.’ M. F. P., in Jlegistro Yucateco, tom. i., p.

Mr. John L. Stephens, accompanied by Fred. Catherwood, artist, at the 
end of an antiquarian expedition through Central America, arrived at Vx­
mal in 1840, and began the work of surveying the city, but the sickness of 
Mr Catherwood conijielled them to abandon the survey when but little 
progress had lieen made and return abruptly to New York. The results of 
their incomplete work were published in Stephens' Cent. Amer., N. Y., 
1841, vol. ii.

Mr B. M. Norman, a resident of New Orleans, made a flying visit to 
Yucatan from Dceemlier to March, 1841-2, and published as a result Ram­
bles in Yucatan, N. Y., 1843, illustrated with cuts and lithographs. Ac­
cording to the Reqistro Yucateco, tom. i., p. 372, this trip was merely a 
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of the very state in whose territory they lie. With 
a force of natives to aid in clearing away the forest, 
Mr Stephens spent ten months in surveying, and Mr 
Catherwood in sketching with the aid of a daguerrean 
camera, the various groups of ruined structures. The 
accuracy of both survey and drawings is unquestioned. 
The visit of these explorers was the first, and has thus 
far proved in most cases the last. The wrecks of Maya 
architecture have been left to slumber undisturbed in 
their forest winding-sheet. “For a brief space the 
stillness that reigned around them was broken, and

successful speculation on the part of Norman, who collected his material 
in haste from all available sources, in order to take advantage of the public 
interest excited by Stephens’ travels. However this may be, the work is 
not without value in connection with the other authorities. ‘The result of 
a hasty visit.’ Mayer's Mex. Aztec, etc., vol. ii., p. 17*2. The work ‘n’est 
qu’une compilation sans mérite et sans intérêt.’ Morclet, Voyage, torn, i., 
p. 150. ‘ A valuable work.’ Davis' Antiq. Amer., p. 12. ‘By which the 
public were again astonished and delighted.’ Frost's Piet. Hist, filer., 
p. 77. Norman’s work is very highly sjoken of and reviewed at length, 
with numerous quotations amt two plates, in the Democratic Review, vol. 
xi., vp. 529-38.

Mr Stephens arrived in New York on his return from his Central Amer­
ican tour in July, 1840, having left Yucatan in June. ‘ About a year’after 
his return he again sailed for Yucatan on October 9th and remained until 
the following June. This is all the information the author vouchsafes 
touching the date of his voyage, which was probably in 1841-2, Stephens 
and Norman being therefore in the country at the same time; the latter 
states, indeed, that they were only a month apart at Zayi. Stephens’ work 
is called Incidents of Travel in Yucatan, N. Y., 1843. (?) (Hu. quoted in 
this work, N. Y., 1858.) The drawings of this and of the previous expe­
dition were published, with a descriptive text by Stephens, under the title of 
Catherwood's Views of Ancient Monuments in ('entrai America, N. Y , 
1844, large folio, with 25 colored lithographic plates. Stephens’ account 
was noticed, with quotations, by nearly all the reviews at the time of its 
appearance, and has l»een the chief source from which all subsequent writ­
ers, including myself, have drawn their information. His collection of 
movable Yucatan relics was unfortunately destroyed by fire with Mr 
Cathcrwood’s panorama in New York. Critics are almost unanimous in 
praise of the work. ‘ Malgré quelques imperfections, le livre restera tou­
jours un ouvrage de premier ordre ]>our les voyageurs et les savants.’ Bras­
seur de Bourbourg, Fsguisses, p. 7. ‘ Stephens y Catherwood, pur
cjemplo, sin separarse de la verdad de los originales, los cdpia el uno, y lus 
describe el otro cou cxactitud, criterio y buena fé,’ M. F. P., in Registro 
Vucateco, torn, i., p. 302. 'Ce que M. Stephens a montré de talent, de
science et de modestie dans ses narrations est au-dessus de toute apprécia­
tion.’ Daily, Races India., p. 14. Jones, Hist. Ane. Amer., criticises 
Stephens’ conclusions, and h is criticisms will tie somewhat noticed in their 
proper place. See also p. 82, note 14, of this volume.

The Baron von Friederichathal, an attaché of the Austrian Legation, 
spent several months in an examination of Yucatan ruins, confining his atten­
tion to Chichen Itza and Uxmal. He had with him a daguerreotype appa-
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they were again left to solitude and silence. Time 
and the elements are hastening them to utter destruc­
tion. It has been the fortune of the author to step 
between them and the entire destruction to which 
they are destined; and it is his hope to snatch from 
oblivion these perishing, but still gigantic memorials 
of a mysterious people?’ His hope has been fully real­
ized, and his l>ook may be regarded as a model, both 
as a journal of travel and personal adventure and as 
a record of antiquarian research. Mr Stephens is one 
of the very few travelers who have been able to gaze
ratuH, and with its aid prepared many careful drawings. Ah to the date 
of his visit it probably preceded those of Norman and Stephens, since 
a letter by him, written while on his return to Europe, is dated April 21, 
1841. This letter is printed in the Registro Yucatcco, tom. ii., pp. 437-43, 
and in the Dice, unie., tom. x., pp. 290-3. It contains a very slight 
general account of the ruins, which are spoken of as ‘hasta hoy descono- 
cidas,’ with much rambling speculation on their origin. Un his arrival in 
Furope Fricderichsthal was introduced by Humboldt to the Académie Hoy- 
ale îles Inscriptions ct Belles-Lettres, before which society he read a pajieron 
his discoveries on Octolier 1, 1841, which paper was furnished by the author 
fur the Sou celles Annales des Voy., 1841, tom. xcii., pp. 297 314, where it 
was published under the title of Les Monuments de I'Yucatan. The author 
proceeded to Vienna where lie intended to publish a large work with bis 
drawings, a work that so far as I know has never seen the light. \M. 
de Frieilerichsthal a souvent été inquiété dans ses recherches; les ignorants, 
les superstitieux, les niais les regardaient comme dangereuses au pays.’ 
Sou celles Annales des Voy., 1841, torn, xcii., p. 304.

In 1858 M. Désiré Charnay visited Izamal, Chichen Itza, and Uxmal, 
taking with him a photographie apparatus. He succeeded in obtaining 
perfect views of many of the buildings, which were published under the 
title Cités et Ruines Américaines, Paris, 18G3, in large folio. The text of 
the work is in octavo form and includes a long introduction by M. Viollet- 
le Due, French Government Architect, occupied chiefly with speculation 
anil theories rather than descriptions. Charnay’s part of the text, although 
a most interesting journal of travels, is very brief in its descriptions, the 
author wisely referring the reader to the photographs, which are invaluable 
as tests of the correctness of drawings made by other artists l>oth in Yuca­
tan and elsewhere.

See also a general notice of the ruins in Coaolludo, Hist. Yuc., pp. 176- 
7. and in Gottfried tt Neuw Welt, \i. (ill; full account in Baldwins Anc. 
Amer., pp. 125-50, from Stephens; and brief accounts, made up from the 
modern explorers, in Mayer's Mcx. Aztec, etc., vol. ii., pp. 171-3, with cut 
of an idol from Catherwood; Prichard's Researches, vol. v., pp. 34(5-8; 
Mnrelet, Voy aye, tom. i., pp. 147, 191-5, 209-72; Dally, Races indig., pp. 
14-15; Warden, Recherches, pp. 68-9; Nouvelles Annales des Voy., 1843, 
torn, xcvii., pp. 30-50, from old Spanish authorities; Muller, Amerikanische 
I rreligionen, pp. 400, 402; Muhlenpfordt, Mejico, tom. ii., pt i., p. 12; 
liasse/, Mcx. Gnat., p. 207; Wappaus, Gcog. u. Stat., pp. 144, 247; Baril, 
Mexique, pp. 128-30; Brasseur de Bourbourq, Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. ii., 
pp. 20-31; l lavin' Antiq. Amer., pp. 612-30; Id., Pal. 1847, p. 31; Larenau- 
du re, Mcx. etGuat., pp. 320-8; Mcx. in p. 75; Sivers, Mittclamcrika, 
pp. 227, 242 7, 303-4.
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upon the noble monuments of a past civilization with­
out being drawn into a maze of absurd reasoning and 
conjecture respecting their builders. His conclusions, 
if sometimes incorrect in the opinion of other anti­
quarians entitled to a hearing in the matter, are never 
groundless or rashly formed.

Notwithstanding the extent of Mr Stephens’ ex­
plorations, a very large part of Yucatan remains yet 
untrodden by the antiquary’s foot. This is especially 
true in ‘the east, except on the immediate coast, 
and in the south toward Guatemala. That extensive 
ruins yet lie hidden in these unexplored regions, can 
hardly be doubted; indeed, it is by no means certain 
that the grandest cities, even in the settled and par­
tially explored part of the peninsula, have yet been 
described; but the uniformity of such as have been 
brought to our knowledge does not lead us to expect 
new developments with respect to the nature, what­
ever may be proved of the extent, of the Maya an­
tiquities.

By reason of the level surface of the peninsula, 
uncut by rivers, and unbroken by mountain ranges, 
the determination of the geographical position of its 
ruins is reduced to a statement of distances and bear­
ings. The location of the chief cities is moreover 
indicated on the map which accompanies this volume.3 

With respect to the order in which they are to be de­
scribed there would be little ground for preference in 
favor of any particular arrangement, were they all 
equally well known. But this is not the case. Two 
or three of the principal cities have been carefully ex­
amined, described, and sketched, and as for the rest, 
oidy their points of contrast with the preceding have 
been pointed out. All that is known of most of the 
ruins woul(| be wholly unintelligible at the commence-

3 The l>cst map of Yucatan, showing not only the country’s geograph­
ical features, hut the location of all its ruins, is the Carte du Yucatan et des 
régions voisines, compiled by M. Malte-Brun from the works of Owen, Bar­
nett, Lawrence, Kiepert, Garcia y Cubas, Stephens, and Waldeck, and 
published in Brasseur de Bourbourg, Palenqué, Bans, 180C, pi. i., ii.
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ment of my description, but will be found compara­
tively satisfactory further on. Thus I am not only 
obliged to describe the best-known ruins first, but for­
tunately these are also among the grandest and most 
typical of the whole, being, in fact, the very ones that 
would be selected for the purpose. To fully describe 
a few and point out contrasts in the rest is the only 
method of avoiding a very tiresome monotony in 
attempting to make known, some hundreds of struc­
tures very like one to another in most of their details 
as well as in their general features. The similarity 
observed among the different monuments is a very 
great advantage to the antiquarian student, since it 
Avili enable me, if 1 mistake not, to give the reader 
in this chapter as clear an idea of the antiquities of 
Yucatan, notwithstanding their great number, as of 
any portion of the Pacific States.

For convenience in description, then, I divide the 
ruins in the interior of the state into four groups; the 
central group,—placed first that I may begin my 
account with Uxmal—which, besides the extensive 
ruins of Uxmal, Kabah, and Labnd, embraces relics 
of the past in at least nineteen other localities; the 
eastern group, including little besides the famous 
ruins at Chichen Itza; the northern group, in which 
I mention Izamal, Akd, Merida, and Mayapan ; and 
the southern group, comprising five or six ruined towns 
in the region of Iturbide. I shall finally treat of the 
antiquities discovered at various points on the eastern 
and western coasts.

The parallel ranges of hills already spoken of as 
extending half-way across the peninsula from north­
west to south-east contain within their enclosed val­
leys the ruins of the first group, more numerous than 
in any other section of the state, and all comprised 
within a parallelogram whose sides would measure 
about thirty and forty miles respectively.

'Uxmal is the most north-western of the group, in 
latitude 20° 27' 30", thirty-five miles south of Merida,

V
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on a hacienda belonging, by a deed running back one 
hundred and forty years, thirty-five years ago,—and 
very likely still, as real estate rarely changes hands 
in Spanish American countries,—to the Peon family, 
and at one time cultivated by its owners as a corn­
field.4 The derivation and meaning of the name Ux-

4 Fray Diego Lopez Cogolludo visited Uxmal at some time before the 
middle of the seventeenth century, and describes the ruins to some extent 
in his Historia de Yucathnn, Mad., 1088, pp. 170-7, 193-4, 197-8. Padre 
Thomas de Soza, about 1780, rejxtrted to Antonio del Rio stone edifices cov­
ered with stucco ornaments, known by the natives as Oxmutul, with statues 
of men lteating drums and dancing with palms in their hands, which he had 
seen in his travels in Yucatan, and which are thought to be perhaps identical 
with Uxmal, although the monuments arc reported as being located twenty 
leagues south of Mérida and may be quite as reasonably identified with some 
other group. Rio's Description, pp. 0-7. Zavala’s visit to Uxmal at some 
date previous to 1834 has already Wn spoken of in note 2. His account is 
called Notice sur les Monuments d'Ushmal, in Antiq. Mex., tom. i., div. ii., 
pp. 33-5. M. de Waldeck left Merida for Uxmal on May 0, 1835, arrived at 
the ruins on May 12, where he spent some eight days, and was interrupted 
in his work by tlic rainy season. Waldeck, Voy. Pitt., pp. 07-74, 93-104, 
and plates. Mr Stephens had Waldeck’s work with him at the time of his 
second visit. He savs, Yucatan, vol. i., p. 297, ‘It will In* found that our 
plans and drawings differ materially from Ins, but Mr Waldeck was not an 
architectural draughtsman;’ yet the difference is only to l>e noted in a few 
plates, and is not so material as Mr Stephens’ words would imply. Still, 
where differences exist, I give Mr Stephens the preference, because, having 
his predecessor’s drawings, his attention would naturally be called to all the 
points of Waldeck’s survey. Mr Stephens says further, ‘It is proper to 
say, moreover, that Mr Waldeck had much greater difficulties to encounter 
than we,.... besides, he is justly entitled to the full credit of being the 
first stranger who visited these ruins and brought them to the notice of the 
public.’ Mr Stephens’first visit was in June, 1840, during which he vis­
ited the ruins from the hacienda three times, on June 20, 21, and 22, while 
Mr Vatherwood spent one day, the 21st, in making sketches. It was unfor­
tunate that he was forced by Mr Catherwocxl’s illness to leave Uxmal, for 
at this time the ground had been cleared of the forest and was planted with 
corn ; the occasion was therefore most favorable for a thorough exam­
ination. Stephens' Cent. Amer., vol. ii., pp. 413-35, with 3 plates. Mr 
Norman, according to his journal, reached tne mins, where he took up his 
alnxle, on February 25, 1842, and remained until March 4, devoting thus 
seven days or therealnnits to his survey. His account is accompanied hy 
several lithographic illustrations. Norman's Rambles in Yuc., pp. 154-07. 
Messrs Stephens and Catherwood arrived on their second visit on November 
15, 1841, and remained until January 1, 1842, Mr Stephens meanwhile mak­
ing two short trips away, one in search of ruins, the other to get rid of fever 
and ague. It is remarkable that they found no traces of Mr Friederichs- 
thal’s visit, (Nouvelles Annales des Voy., 1841, tom. xcii., pp. 300-9, ) which 
was probably in the same year. Stephens' Yucatan, vol. i., pp. 103-325, vol. 
ii., pp. 204-73, with many plates and cuts. Padre Carrillo, curaof Ticul, with 
1). Vicente Garcia Rejon, and D. José Maria Fajardo, visited the ruins in 
March, 1845, and an account of the visit, embodying but little information, 
was published by /,. G., in Registro Yuc., tom. i., pp. 275-9. Another 
account of a visit in the same year was published by M. F. P.} in Id., 
pp. 361-70. Mr Carl Rartholomaeus Heller spent two or three days at 
Uxmal, April 0 to 9, 1847. His account is fourni in Heller, Reiscn, pp. 256-
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mal,8 like that of so many American cities of the past, 
is unknown ; it is even uncertain whether this was the 
name of the city at all in the days of its original 
greatness, or only an appellation derived from that of 
the hacienda on which it stands, in comparatively 
modern times. Waldeck and some other writers take 
the latter view, identifying the ruins themselves with 
the city of Itzalane, ancient capital of the Itzas, al­
though the authorities indicate only very vaguely that 
a city named Itzalane ever existed. Brasseur de 
Bourbov^rg, on the contrary, believes it to have been, 
under its present name of Uxmal, the capital of the 
Tutul Xius in the ninth century; Mr Stephens also 
believes that Uxmal was an inhabited city down to 
the days of the conquest.6 The ruins are situated in
Cf). M. Charnay’s visit was in 1858, and his efforts to obtain photographic 
negatives ami to light the insects which finally drove him away, lasted eight 
days. Char nay, Ruines Amér., pp. 36*2-80, pi. xxxv-xlix. M. Brasseur 
de Bourbourg was at Uxmal in 1865, and made a report, accompanied 
by a plan, which was published in the Archives de la Com. Srien. du Mcx., 
tom. ii., pp. 234, 254, as the author states in his Palenqué, In trod., p. 24. 
See further on Uxmal: Description quoted from Stephens with unlimited 
criticisms, italics, capitals, and exclamation points, in Jones' Hist. Ane. 
Amer., pp. 86-105, 120; description from Waldeck and Stephens, with re­
marks on the city’s original state, in Brasseur dc Bourbourg, Hist. Mat. Civ., 
tom. ii., pp. 21-3, 585; and also slight accounts made up from one or more 
of the authorities already cited as follows: Muller, Amerikanische Urrcli- 
gionen, pp. 462, 483; Bradford's Amer. Antiq., pp. 90-103, from Waldeck; 
Baril, Mexique, pp. 129-30, from Del Rio; Sivcrs, Mittelamerika, pp. 237"’ 
41; Morclet, Voyage, tom. i., pp. 149-50, 193; Frost's Créât Cities, pp. 
268-81; Id., Piet. Hist. Mcx., p. 80; Album, Mex., tom. i., pp. 203-4, the 
last three including a moonlight view of the ruins, from Norman; Larcnau- 
dière, Mcx. ct Cuat., pp. 321-8, with plûtes from Waldeck; Baldwin's Anc. 
Amer., pp. 131-7, witli cuts, from Stephens; Foster s Pre-Hist. Races, pp. 
208, 212-13, 302, 330, 398-9, from Stephens; Willson's Amer. Hist., pp. 
82-6, with cuts, from Stephens; Armin, I)as Heutige Mex., pp. 91-6, with 
cuts, from Stephens; Id., I)as Alte Mex., p. 97; 1 rappelas, (leog. u. Stat., 
p. 144; Muhlenpfordt, Mejico, tom ii., nt i., p. 12; Domeuech's Deserts, 
vol., i., p. 51; llermosa, Hnciclopedia, Paris, 1857, pp. 176-7; Prescott's 
Mex., vol. iii., pp. 412-13; Nouvelles Annales des l og., 1843, tom. xcvii., 
pp. 36-7, 44.

5 Pronounced ooshmahl.
6 Cogolludo sometimes writes the name Uxumual. ‘Il nous a été im­

possible de trouver une étymologie raisonnable il ce nom.’ Brasseur de 
Bourbourg, Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. ii., p. 21. ‘Le nom d’Uxmal signifie du 
tnnjis passé. Il ne s'applique aux ruines que parce que celles-ci sont situées 
sur le terrain de la hacienda d’Uxmal.’ Waldeck, 1 ou. Pitt., p. 68; Sivers, 
Mittelamerika, p. 237. Possibly derived from ox and mal, meaning ‘three 
passages’ in Maya. Heller, Reisen, p. 255. ‘It was an existing inhabited 
aboriginal town’ in 1556. Stephens' Yucatan, vol. ii., p. 272. Called Oxmutal 
by Soza, in Rio's Description, p. 7.
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the foothills of one of the ranges mentioned, notwith­
standing which fact the locality seems to be one of 
the most unhealthy in the state. Fever and ague, 
especially during the rainy season, and ravenous mos­
quitos have ever been the chief obstacles encountered 
by travelers. The vegetation, although dense and of 
the usual rapid growth, has been a lesser hindrance 
here than in many other localities, by reason of the 
ruins’ proximity to a hacienda and the frequent clear­
ings made.7

The exact extent of the ruins it is of course impossi­
ble to determine, since the whole region abounds with 
mounds and heaps of debris scattered in every direc­
tion through the adjoining forest,8 and belonging orig­
inally to Uxmal or to some city in its immediate 
vicinity. A rectangular space, however, measuring in 
general terms something over one third of a mile from 
north to south and one fourth of a mile from east to 
west would include all the principal structures. The 
annexed plan will show their arrangement within the 
rectangle, as well as their ground forms and dimen­
sions more clearly than many pages of descriptive 
text. Except in a few instances 1 have not attempted 
on the plan to represent the grades of the various ter­
races, which will be made clear in the text, but have 
indicated the extent of their bases by dotted lines and 
by the omission of the foliage which covers their sides 
and platforms as well as the surrounding country.9 It

7 Lut. 30'’ 22' 8G,/ (!), Long. 4' 33" west of Mérida. ‘Une couche trèr-
mince d’une terre ferrugineuse recouvre le sol, mais disparaît dans les en­
virons où l’on n’aperçoit que du sable.’ Frie.derichsthal, in A 'ourdies 
Annales des Voy., 1841, torn, xeii., p. 300. 2 miles ((ierman) west of dala-
cho, which lies near Maxcanü, on the road from Mérida to Campeche. Wap- 
pans, Gcog. u. Slat., j>. 144. 20 leagues from Merida, occupying an extent
of several leagues. Milhlcnpfordt, Mejico, tom. ii., pt i., p. 12. 4 A huit
lieues de Mayapan ....dans une plaine légèrement ondulée.’ Brasseur de 
Bourbourg, Hist. Nat. Civ., loin. ii., p. 21. ‘Le terrain d’Uxmal est plat 
dans toute l’étendue du plateau.’ ‘Sur le plateau d’une haute montagne.’ 
Walderk, Voy. Bitt., pp. 08, 70.

8 ‘Sur un diamètre d’une lieue, le sol est couvert de débris, dont quel?
ques-uns recouvrent des intérieurs fort bien conservés.’ Charnay, Ruines 
Aniér., p. 303. j

9 In the plan I have followed Stephens, Yucatan, vol. i., p. 165, who de­
termined the position of all the structures by actual measurement, cutting
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roads through the undergrowth for this express pur]>ose, and the accuracy 
uf whose survey cannot he called in question. His plan is reproduced on 
a reduced scale in Willson's A nier, llist., p. 83. Plans are also given in 
H’allied’, You. Pitt., pi. viii. ; Norman's Rambles in Yuc., p. 135; and 
Chur nay % Ruines Amfr., introd. by Yiollet-le-Ihic, p. 62. These all ditlcr 
very materially both from that of Stephens, and from each other; they arc 
moreover very incomplete, and bear marks of having been carelessly or 
hastily prepared. ‘ Disposée en échiquier, où se déployaient, à la suite les 
uns des autres, les palais et les temples.’ Brasseur de Bourbounj, llist.
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will be seen at a glance by the reader that none of 
the structures face exactly the cardinal points, and 
that no two of them face exactly in the same direc­
tion. It is customary for writers on American antiq­
uities to speak of all the principal ruined palaces and 
temples as exactly oriented, and all the visitors to 
Uxmal, except Stephens, make the same statement 
respecting its structures, or so represent them on their 
plans. But in this case we are left in no uncertainty 
in the matter, for a photographic view of the southern 
ruins from the courtyard of the building C, agrees 
exactly with Stephens’ plan, and proves beyond ques­
tion that the structures A and C, at least, cannot lie 
in the same direction.10 To prove that any of them 
face the cardinal points will require more careful ex­
amination than has yet been made.

In the southern central portion of the space com­
prised in the plan is the edifice at A, known as the 
Casa del Gobernador, or Governor’s House. It may 
be remarked here that the names by which the differ­
ent structures are known have been given them, gen­
erally by the natives, but sometimes by visitors, in 
accordance with what they have fancied to have been 
their original use. There is only a very slight prob­
ability that in a few cases they may have hit upon a 
correct designation, although many of the names, like 
that of this building, are certainly sufficiently appro­
priate.11 The terraced mound that supports the Gov-
Nat. Civ., tom. ii., p. 21. Besides the plans, general views of the ruins 
from nearly the same point (y on the plan looking southward) are given 
by Stephens, Yucatan, vol. i.f ]>. 30a, and by Charnay, Ruines Amer., 
phot. 49. Norman, Rambles in Yuc., frontispiece, gives a general view 
of the ruins by moonlight from a point and in a direction impossible to fix, 
which is copied in the Album Mex., tom. i., p. 203, in Frost's Great 
Cities, p. 2C9, and in Id., Piet. Hist. Mex., p. 80. It makes a very pretty 
frontispiece, which is atnnit all that can be said in its favor, except that 
it might serve equally well to illustrate any other group of American or 
old-world antiquities.

10 Charnay, Ruines Amér., phot. 49.
11 ‘No halnendo tradicion algunaque testifique los nombres propios, que 

en un principio tuvieron los diferentes cdificios que dcnuncian estas ruinas, 
es preciso creer que los que hoy lie van, son enteramente gratuitos.' L G., 
in Rcgistro Yuc., tom. i., p. 275. Mr Jones is positive this must have 
been a temple rather than a palace. ‘Mr Stephens ajqæars to be so strict
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ernor’s house demands our first attention. Its base, 
with its irregularities in form on the west and south, 
is shown on the plan by the dotted lines a, b, c, d: 
and measures on its perfect sides, ah, and be, about 
six hundred feet. At a height of three feet from the 
ground a terrace, or promenade, mostly destroyed at 
the time of observation and not indicated on the plan, 
extends round the mound. From this rises the sec­
ond terrace to a height of twenty feet, supporting a 
platform whose sides measure five hundred and forty- 
five feet. Somewhat west of the centre of this plat­
form rises the third terrace, nineteen feet high and 
supporting the summit platform e, f g, h, whose 
dimensions are about one hundred by three hundred 
and sixty feet, and whose height above the original 
surface of the ground is something over forty feet.12 

The material of the body of this mound is rough frag­
ments of limestone thrown together without any order; 
the terraces are supported, however, at the sides by 
solid walls built of regular blocks of hewn limestone 
carefully laid in mortar nearly as hard as the rock. 
So far as can be determined from the drawings, these 
walls are not perpendicular, but incline slightly inward 
towards the top, and the corners are not square but 
carefully rounded. It is not improbable that the plat-

n Spartan Republican, that every large, or magnificent building in the 
Ruined Cities, lie considers to be a Palace,—he seems to have thought less 
of mind, than of matter.’ Hist. Ane. Amer., p. 90; Wuldeck, Voy. Pitt., 
p. 97, calls it the Temple of Fire.

12 In stating the dimensions of this mound, as I shall generally do in 
describing Uxmal, I have followed Stephens’ text. Ilis plan and both 
plans and text of all the other visitors vary more or less respecting each 
dimension. I had prepared tables of dimensions for each building from all 
the authorities, but upon reflection have thought it not worth while to in­
sert them. Such tables would not enable the reader to ascertain the exact 
measurements, and moreover differences of a few feet cannot be considered 
practically important in this and similar cases. All the authorities agree 
on the general form and extent of this pyramidal mound. Most of them, 
however, refer only to the eastern front, and no one but Stephens notes the 
western irregularities. In giving the dimensions of the respective terraces 
some also refer to their bases, and others probably to their summits. Nor­
man, Rambles in Yuc., pp. 150-7, states that the second and third terraces 
are each thirty feet high, while Charnay, Ruines Amér., pp. 372-3, makes 
the same fifteen and ten feet respectively. Waldeck’s plan makes the 
summit platform about 240 feet long.
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forms were also paved originally with square blocks, 
as M. Charnay behaves, although now covered with 
soil and vegletation. By means of an excavation, solid 
stone was found in the interior above the surface 
level, showing that the builders had taken advantage 
of a natural elevation as a labor-saving expedient in 
heaping up this massive artificial stone mound. There 
are no traces of stairways by which access was had to 
the second platform,13 but a long inclined plane with­
out steps, one hundred feet wide, on the southern side, 
apparently furnished the only means of ascent. F rom 
the second platform, however, a regular stairway of 
thirty-five steps, one hundred and thirty feet wide, 
leads up to the summit at t, being in the centre of the 
eastern side, or front. ,

The upper platform supports, and forms a prom­
enade thirty feet wide round the Casa del Goberna- 
dor, which is a building three hundred and twenty-two 
feet long, thirty-nine feet wide, and twenty-six feet 
high,14 built of stone and mortar. *’A central wall 
divides the interior longitudinally into two nearly \ 
equal corridors, which, divided again by transverse 
partition walls, form two ‘parallel rows of rooms ex­
tending the whole length of the building. The 
arrangement of these rooms will Tie best understood by 
a reference to the accompanying ground plan from Mr 
Stephens.13 The two central apartments are about <

tBfcktiWtS
Ground Plan of the Casa del Gobemador. o

11 Jones, Hitt. Ane. Amer., p. 120, says there was a stairway in the 
centre of each side.

14 Norman’s dimensions are 36 x 272 feet; Heller’s, 40 x 320 feet; Fried- 
erichsthal’s, $8 x 407 feet; and Waldeck’s, about 65 x 195 feet.

11 Stephen t' Yucatan, vol. i., p. 175, reproduced in Bald un n't Anc. 
Amer., p. 132, and Willmm » Amer. Hilt., p. 84. The author speaks of the 
number of rooms as being 18, although the plan shows 24. He probably does 
not count the four small rooms corresponding with the recesses on the 
front anjl rear, as he also does not include their doors in his count. How

/
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sixty feet long and twelve feet wide; the others, ex­
cept the two in the recesses, are twelve by twenty-five 
feet. Those of the front corridor are twenty-three 
feet high, while in the rear they are only twenty-two, 
authorities differing somewhat, however, on this point. 
There are two doorways in the rear, one on each end, 
and thirteen on the front; with nine interior doorways 
exactly opposite the same number on the exterior. 
The rear, or western Wall, except for a short distance 
at each end, is nine feet thick and perfectly solid, as 
was proved by an excavation; the transverse walls 
corresponding with the two recesses are of about the 
same thickness; and all the other walls are between 
two and three feet thick. The stone for the facings 
of the whole building is cut in smooth blocks nearly 
cubic in form and of varyir^g but nowhere exactly 
stated dimensions; but the mass of the structure, as 
is proven by M. Charnay’s photograph, is an agglom­
eration of rough, irregular fragments of stone in mor­
tar. The construction of the Whole will be under-' 
stood by a glance at the cut, which represents a section

J
Section of the Casa del Gobemador.

ppear.
nay 21, and Stephens indicates 22 in the plan in Cent. Amer., vol. H., p.
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of the building at the central doorway in very nearly 
its true proportions, although the proper size and 
cubical form of the blocks are not observed.11 At 
about mid-height of each room the side walls begin 
to approach each other, one layer of stones overlap­
ping the one below it, until they are only one foot 
apart, when a number of blocks, longer than usual, are 
laid across the top, serving by means of the mortar 
which holds them in place and the weight of the 
superimposed masonry, as key-stones to this arch 
of the true American type. The projecting comers 
of the overlapping blocks are beveled off so that the 
ceiling presents two plane stone surfaces nearly form­
ing an acute angle at the top. Above and between 
these arches all is solid masonry to the flat roof, 
giving to the apartments the air of galleries exca­
vated in the solid mass, rather than enclosed by 
walls. The top of each doorway is formed by a 
stout beam of zapote-wood which has to bear the 
weight of the stone-work above. One of these lin­
tels in the southern apartment, ten feet long, twenty- e 
one inches wide, and ten inches thick, is elaliorately 
carved ; the rest, not only in this building, but in all 
at Uxmal, are plain.” Many of them are broken and 
fallen. It is to the breaking of these wooden lintels 
that is to be attributed nearly all the dilapidation ob­
servable about this ruin, especially over the outer

trways. Some special motive must have influenced 
builders to use wood in preference to the more 

durable stone, and this motive may be supposed to 
have been the rarity and value of the zapote, which 
is said not to grow in this part of the State. The 
only traces preserved of the me«ins by which these 
doorways were originally closed are the remains, on 
the inside of some of them near the top, of rings, or

'* Friederichsthal, in Nouvelle» Annales des Voy., 1841, tom. xcii., p. 
309, speaking of the Uxmal structures in general, says the blocks are usually 
6 x 12 inches; Zavala, in Antiq. If ex., tom. i.; div. il., p. 34, pronounces 
them from 25 to 28 centimètre» in length, width, and thickness.

11 This beam was taken to N. Y., where it shared the fate of Stephens' 
other relics.
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hooks, which may have served as hinges, or more 
probably for the support of a bar from which to sus­
pend curtains. The dimensions of the doorways are 
not stated, but they are about ten feet high and seven 
feet wide. They are the only openings into or be­
tween the apartments, there being absolutely no win­
dows, chimneys, o^air-holes. Across the ceilings from 
side to side at about mid-height stretch small wooden 
beams, whose ends are built into the stone-work. The 
only suggestions respecting their use are that they 
served to support the ceilings while in process of con­
struction, anti that they served for the suspension of 
hammocks.1* The inner surface of the rooms is that 
of the plain smooth stone blocks, except in one or two 
of them where a very thin coating of fine white plas­
ter is noticed. There is no trace of painting, sculp­
ture, or other attempt at decoration. The floors and 
roof are covered with a hard cement. Nothing further 
worthy of particular notice demands our attention in 
the interior of the Governor’s House, except the 
small apartments corresponding with the recesses near 
each end of the building. In these the sides of the 
ceiling instead of beginnihg to approach each other by 
means of overlapping blocks at mid-height of the 
room, begin at or near the floor, thus leaving no ]>er‘ 
pendicular walls whatever. The explanation of this 
seems to be, so far as can bet judged from Gather- 
wood’s drawing and Charnay’s photograph, that orig­
inally an open passage about twenty feet wide at the 
liottom, narrowing to two or three feet at the top, and 
twenty-four feet high, extended completely through 
the building from front to rear at each of the recesses, 
and that afterwards this passage was divided into two 
small apartments by three partition walls, a small 
door being left in the front and rear.1*

>' Stephens favors the former theory, Waldeck and Chamay the latter, 
insisting that the hammock is consequently an American invention. Nor­
man goes so far as to say that the grooves worn by the hammock-ropes »re 
•till to he seen on some of these timbers.

>• Waldeck, Voy. Pitt., p. 97, speaks of real or false doors made of a

v
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It now only remains to notice the exterior of the 
walls. A cornice just above the doorway, at some­
thing over one third of the height of the building, 
surrounds the entire structure, and another cornice is 
found near the top. Belyw the lower cornice the 
walls present the plain surface of the smoothly cut 
cubes of limestone, no traces of plaster or paint ap­
pearing. Above the cornice the walls are covered

South End of the Governor’s House.

single stone in connection with this building, but his exnniination of it was 
very slight. Cogolludo, Hitt. Yiie., p. 177, speaks of interior decorations as 
follows : 'Ay vn lienço en lo interior dc la fabrics, que (aunque es muy dila- 
tado) à poco mas de medio estado de vn hombre, corre por todo èl vna cor- 
nisa de piedra muy tersa, que haze vnaesquina delicadissima, igual, y may 
perfects, donde (me acuerao) avia sacado de la misma piedra, y quedado en 
elle vn anillo tan delgado, y vistoso, como puede ser vno de oro obrado 
con todo primor.’
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with elegant and complicated sculpture. The preced­
ing cut” presents a view of the south end, and 
gives an idea of the sculptured jiortion of the wall, 
although it must be remembered that both the eqds 
and rear are much less elaborately decorated than the 
front. The whole surface is divided into squares, or

Ornament of the Casa del Gobernador.—Fig. 1.

Mil111 -NfJ

" From Stephen*' Yucatan, vol. i., p. 174; also in Baldwin'» Ane. Amer., 
P 132. Cliamay’e photograph 48 shows the opposite or northern end in 
connection with another building.
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panels, filled alternately with frets, or grecques, and 
diamond lattice-work, with specially elaborate orna­
ments over each doorway, in connection with some of 
which are characters presumably hieroglyphic. The 
three cuts” show the ornamentation over the central 
front doorway. The first represents what seems to 
have been a human figure seated and surmounted by 
a lofty plumed head-dress. These human statues oc­
curred in several places along the front, probably over 
each door, but few fragments remained to be seen by 
Europeans, and most of these have long since entirely 
disappeared. The second cut represents that part of 
the decoration extending above that before pictured 
to the upper cornice along the top of the wall. The 
central portion of this ornament is a curved projec- 
tiqn, supposed, by more than one traveler, to be mod­
eled after the trunk of an elephant, of which a profile 
view is shown in the third cut. It projects nineteen 
inches from the surface of the wall. This protruding

The Elephant’» Tronic.—Fig. 8.

curve occurs more frequently on this and other build­
ings at Uxmal than any other decoration, and usually 
with the same or similar accompaniments, which may be

11 From Stephens; one of them also in Baldttin't Ant. Amtr.
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fancied to represent the -features of a monster, of which 
this fonns the nose. It occurs especially on the orna­
mented and rounded corners; being sometimes re­
versed in its position, and having, with few exceptions, 
the point broken off, probably by the natives, from 
superstitious motives, to prevent the long-nosed mon­
ster from walking abroad at night.” The ornaments 
are cut on square blocks, which are inserted in the 
wall, one block containing only a part of the orna­
mental design. Of course, a verbal description fails 
utterly in conveying any proper idea of this front, 
whose sculptured decorations, if less elaborate and 
complicated than some others in Yucatan, are sur­
passed by none in elegant grandeur. I append how­
ever, in a note, some quotations respecting this façade, 
and take leave of the Casa del Gobemador with a 
mention of the ‘red hand,’ whose imprint is found on 
stones in all parts of the building. Mr Stephens be­
lieves that it was made by the pressure of a small hu­
man hand, smeared with red paint, upon the surface 
of the wall.”

H A cut of this hook is also given by Norman, and by Waldeck, who. 
You. Pitt., p. 74, attempts to prove its identity with an elephant’s trunk, 
and that it was not molded from a tapir's snout.

” Charnav, Ruine» A mir., phot. 46, shows the whole eastern façade. Pho­
tograph 47 gives a view on a larger scale of the portion over the principal 
doorway. Stephens, Yucatan, voL i., frontispiece, represents the same front in 
a large plate, and in his Cent. Amer., vol. il., p. 434, is a plate showing a part 
of the sanie. Norman juives a lithograph of the front. Rambles in Yuc., p. 
158. His enlarged portion of the front from Waldeck does not belong to 
the Governor’s House at all. ‘ Couvert de bas-reliefs, exécutés avec une rare 
perfection, formant une su-te de méandres et arabesques d’un travail non 
moins capricieux que bizarre.’ Braueurde Rourbourg, Hiêt. Nat. Civ., tom. 
ii., p. 23. Decorated with ‘gros serpents entrelacés et d'anneaux en pierre.’ 
Frirderiehsthal, in Nou.telle» Annale» de» Voy., 1841, tom. xcii., p. 308. 
'Chiefly the meander, cr the Grecian square border, used in the embroidery 
of the mantles and robes of Attica.' done»’ Hi»t. A ne. Amer., p. 98. ‘The 
length of the upper p'atform (in English feet !!) is seen to correspond nearly 
with the number of days in the year, and the mysterious emblem of eternity, 
the serpent, is found extending its portentous length a&und the building.’ 
Prott'» Great Cittei, p. 271. ‘Du haut de ses trois étages de pyramides, il 
se dresse comme un roi, dans un isolement plein de majestueuse grandeur.’ 
'L’ornementation se compose d'une guirlande en forme de trapèzes réguliers, 
de ces énormes têtes déjà décrites, courant du htut en bas de la façade, et 
servant de ligne enveloppante à des grecques d’un relief très-saillant, reliées 
entre elles par une ligne de petites pierres en carré diversement sculptées; 
le tout sur un fond plat de treillis de pierre. Le dessus des ouvertures était
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This magnificent palace, whose description I have 
given, may De regarded as a representative, in its gen­
eral features and many of its details, of the ancient 
Maya structures, veiy few of which, however, are so 
well preserved as this. Consequently, over this type 
Qf ruins—long, low, narrow buildings, with flat roofs, 
divided into a double line of small rooms, with trian- 
gu lap-arched ceilings, plain interior walls, and cement 
floors; the whole supported by a stone mound, as­
cended by a broad stairway—I shall be able in future 
to pass more briefly, simply noting such points of con­
trast with the Casa del Gobernador as may occur. 
Still some of the other buildings of Uxmal have, re­
ceived more attention from visitors, and consequently 
will afford better illustrations of some of the common 
features than the one already described.

On the north-west corner of the second platform of 
the same mound that suppprts the Governor’s House, 
and lying in a direction perpendicular to that building, 
is the small structure marked B on the plan, and 
known as the Casa de Tortugas, or Turtle House. 
It is ninety-four feet long, thirty-four feet wide, and, 
as nearly as can be estimated by Charnay’s photograph, 
alxmt twenty feet high. The roof, in an insecure con­
dition at the time of Mr Stephen’s first visit, had 
fallen in before the second, filling up the interior, con-

enrichi de pièces importantes, que divers voyageurs ont eu le soie d’enlever. 
Quatre nielles, placées régulièrement, contenaient des statues, alwentes au­
jourd’hui.’ Cluirnay, Ruine» Amér.,pp. 372-3. ‘One solid mass of rich, com­
plicated elaborately sculptured ornaments forming a sort of arabesque. ' ‘ Per­
haps it may with propriety lie called a species of sculptured mosaic ; and I have 
no doubt that all these ornaments have a symbolical meaning; that each stone 
is part of a history, allegory, or fable.’ Stephen»' Yucatan, vol. i., pp. 166, 178.
‘ The ornaments were composed of small square pieces of stone, shaped-with 
infinite skill, and inserted between the mortar and stone with the greatest care 
and precision. About two-thirds of the ornaments are still remaining uisin the 
façade... .The ground-work of the ornaments is chiefly composed of raised 
lines, running diagonally, forming diamond or lattice-work, over which are 
rosettes and stars; and, in bold relief, the beautiful Chinese border.’ Nor­
man's Ramble» in Pue., pp. 168-9. * A travers ces grands méandres formés
]>ar l'appareil se montrent, ici encore, la tradition des constructions de -bois 
par empilages, en encorbellement et le treillis. Cette construction est une 
des plus soignées parmi celles d’Uxmal.’ ViolUt-U-Due,, in Chamay, Ruines 
Amtr., p. 70.

(
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coming which consequently nothing is known. The 
central portion of the southern wall, corresponding with 
the three doorways on that side, had also fallen, and 
on the northern side was ready to fall, the wooden 
lintel of the only doorway being broken. At the time 
of Chamay’s visit neither the centre nor western end 
of the northern wall remained standing. The exterior 
walls below the loiyer cornice are plain, as in the Casa 
del Gobemador, but between the comices, instead of 
the complicated sculpture of the former building, there 
appears a simple and elegant line of round columns 
standing close together and encircling the whole edi­
fice. Each of these columns is composed of two or 
three pieces of stone one upon another, and although 
presenting outwardly a half-round surface, they are 
undoubtedly square on the side that is built into the 
wall. Above the upper comice is a row of turtles, 
occurring at regular intervals, sculptured each on a 
square block which projects from the wall; hence the 
name of the building. It is noted as a remarkable 
circumstance that no stairway leads up the terrace to 
this building from the surface below, or from it to the 
Governor’s House above.”

At different points on the second, or grand, platform- 
of the mound supporting the Casa del Gobemador 
are traces of structures which once stood there, but 
insufficient in every case, except in that of the 

.Torturas, to give any idea of their original nature. 
Standing at the foot of one of these old foundation 
walls three hundred feet long, fifteen feet wide, and 
three feet high, on the south side of the platform, at 
j, is a range of broken round columns, each five feet 
high and eighteen inches in diameter.”

n * La décoration du parement de cet édifice ne consiste qu’en une 
imitation de [wlisaade formée de rondins de bois. Sur la frise supérieure, 
des tortues saillantes rompent seules les lignes horizontales.’ ViolUt-U-Ihu:, 
in Charnay, Ruina Amér., p. 69. Photograph 48shows the north front of 
the Vasa de Tortugas. Stephens, Yucatan, vol. i., n. 184, gives a plate 
showing the southern front. Waldeck’s plan would make this building’s 
dimensions about 60 x 185 feet. The column structure will be illustrated 
by engravings in connection with the ruins of Zayi and others.

* Stephens' Yucatan, vol. i., p. 181; Norman's Rambles in Yuc., p. 156.
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On the samg platform, about eighty feet eastward 
of the central stairway, at k, is a round stone stand­
ing eight feet above the ground in a leaning position. 
It is rudely formed, has no sculpture on its surface, 
and is surrounded by a small square enclosure two 
stones high. The natives call it picote, ‘ stone of 
punishment,’ or 1 wliipping-post.’ Its prominent and 
central position in front of the magnificent palace, in­
dicates its great importance in the eyes of the ancient 
Mayas, ana Mr Stephens thinks it may be a phallus, 
not without reason, since apparent traces of an ancient 
phallic worship will be found not unfrequently among 
the Yucatan ruins.”

Sixty feet further eastward, at l, was a circular 
mound of earth and stones about sixty feet in 
height, opened by Mr Stephens, who brought to 
light a double-headed stone animal, three feet long 
and two feet high, which had been buried there, very 
probably for the purpose of concealment. , Being too 
heavy for convenient removal, it was left Standing in 
the same position as when buried, and has there been 
noticed by several subsequent observers. Its sculp­
ture is rude, and but slightly damaged by time. It is 
shown in the cut on the next page, with the picote, the 
stairway, and the front of the Governor's House in the 
distance.” One hundred and thirty feet from this
From thin rather meagre information Mr Jones proves, in a manner entirely 
satisfactory to himself, that the whole platform was surrounded in its origi­
nal condition by a double row of columns, 230 in number, placed 10 feet 
apart, each 18 inches in diameter and 12 feet high, with a grand central 
column, 0 feet in diameter, and 60 feet high. Hitt A ne. Amer., p. 119.

u 1A shaft of gray limestone in un inclined position, measuring twelve 
feet in circumference and eight in height; Iwuring upon its surface no marks 
of form or ornament by wltich it might be distinguished from a natural 
jiiccc. ’ Nor man's Rambles in Vue., p. 156. * V ne espece do colonne dite pierre 
itii éhAtiment, où les coupables devaient recevoir la punition de leurs fautes.' 
Charnay, Ruines A mtr, p. 372. * Une énorme columna de pied ru, cuya
forma semicénica le da cl aire de un obelisco, antique de luise circular y siu 
adornoa.' \f. F. P., in Registro Vue, torn, i., p. 364.

* ‘Double-headed cat or lynx,’ cut from Stephens' Yuratan, vol. i., p. 
183; and Baldwin's A ne. A mer., p. 133. ‘Un autel, au centre, soutenait un 
tigre H deux têtes, dont les corps reliés au ventre figurent une double chi­
mère.’ Charnay, Ruines Amir., p. 372. 'Rude carving of a tiger with two 
heads.’ Norman's Rambles in Yue., p. 156. ‘ En un niisino cuerpo continue
Oos cabotas de tigre de tamafto regular, vueltaa liàcia fuera: su actitud es
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two-headed idol, in a direction not stated, Mr Ste­
phens found a structure twenty feet square at the 
base, from which were dug out two sculptured heads, 
apparently portraits. The. only objects of interest 
which remain to be noticed in connection with this
la inisma quo la on quo genernlmente so représenta la osfinge de la fàhula; 
y si su excavacion no f liera tan rec lente, pro ha Memento hahria corrido la 
sucrte de otras estAtuas y objetos preciosos, que à nuestra vista y paciencia 
ban sido sarados del pais pam figurar en los niuseos extranjeros.' Sf. F. P., 
in Hegittnt Yuc., torn, i., pp. 364-5. Mr Heller, lieisrn, p. 259, confounds 
this monument with the picote.
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platform, or the mound-structure of which it forms a 
part, are two excavations, supposed to have been orig­
inally cisterns. The entrance, or mouth, to each is a 
circular opening, eighteen inches in diameter, lined 
with regular blocks of cut stone, and descending three 
feet, vertically, from the surface of the platform, be­
fore it begins to widen into a dome-shaped chamber. 
The dimensions of the chambers could not be ascer­
tained because they were nearly filled with rub­
bish, but similar chambers are of frequent occurrence 
throughout the city of Uxmal and vicinity, several of 
which were found unencumbered with débris, and in 
perfect preservation. They were all dome-shaped, or 
rather of the shape of a well-formed hay-stack, as Mr 
Stevens expresses it, the bottoms being somewhat 
contracted. The walls and floor were carefully plas­
tered. One of these cisterns measured ten and a half 
feet deep and seventeen and a half feet in diameter.17

At the south-west corner of the Casa del Gobema- 
dor, and even intrenching on the terraces that support 
it, is the pyramid E, to which strangely enough no 
name has been given. It has in fact received but 
very slight attention ; one short visit by Mr Stephens, 
during which he mounted to the summit with a force 
of Indians, being the only one recorded, although it 
is barely mentioned by others. This pyramid meas­
ures two hundred by three hundred feet at the base, 
and its height is sixty-five feet. At the top is a 
square platform, whose sides are each seventy-five 
feet. The area of this platform is flat, composed of 
rough stones, and has no traces whatever of ever hav­
ing supported any building. Its sides, however, three 
feet high perpendicularly, are of hewn blocks of stone, 
and smooth with ornamented corners. Below this sum­
mit platform, for a distance of ten or twelve feet, the 
sides of the pyramid are faced with sculptured stone,

r Stephens' Yucatan, vol. i. pp. 2*20-3*2. Sr Peon, proprietor of Uxmal, 
ltelieved that them* excavations were originally used as granaries, not deem­
ing the plaster sufficiently hard to resist water. ‘Excavations. ...with level 
curbing* and smoothly finished inside.’ Norman's Rambles in Yuc., p. 156.
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the ornaments being chiefly grecques, like those on the 
Governor's House, having one of the immense faces 
with projecting teeth at the centre of the western side. 
At ttyis point Mr Stephens attempted an excavation 

‘in the hope of discovering interior apartments, but the 
only result was to prostrate himself with an attack of 
fever, which obliged him to quit UxmaL Just below 
this sculptured upper border, some fifteen feet below 
the top, a narrow terrace extends round the four sides 
of the pyramid. Concerning the surface below this 
terrace, we only know that it is encased in stone, aitd 
would very probably reveal additional ornamentation 
if subjected to a more minute examination.28 The 
pyramid F, still farther south-west, is two hundred 
feet long and one hundred and twenty feet wide at 
the base, being about fifty feet high. These particu­
lars, together with the fact that a stairway leads up 
the northern slope, to one of the typical" Yucatan 
buildings, twenty by one hundred feet and divided 
into three apartments, are absolutely all that has 
been recorded of this structure, which, like its more 
imposing companion pyramid, has not been thought 
worthy of a name. The reader will be able to form a 
more consistent conjecture respecting its original ap­
pearance after reading a description in the following 
pages of the structure at D, which presents some 
points of apparent similarity to its more modest 
southern neighbor.29

Northward from the last pyramid, and connected 
with it by a courtyard one hundred feet long and

w Stephens' Yucatan, vol. i., pp. 253-6, with a view in the frontispiece. 
Although Stephens says the pyramid is only sixty-five feet high, it is no­
ticeable that in Cather wood’s drawing it towers high above the roof of the 
f’usa del (iobcrnador, which is at least sixty-eight feet in height. Norman, 
Hambies in Yuc.t p. 157, calls this a pile of loose stones, about two hundred 
feet square at the base, and one hundred feet high, and covered on the sides 
and top with débris of edifices. Friedcrichstnal, Nouvelles Annules des 
Voy., 1841, tom. xcii., p. 308, says the summit platform is seventy-seven 
feet square.

” Stephens' Yucatan, vol. i., p. 319. A distant view of this pyramid is 
included in Stephens’ general view, p. 305, andfin Charnay’s photograph 
49. Norman, in l»oth plan and text, unites this pyramid at the base with 
that at E, and makes its height eighty feet. Hamoles in Yuc., p. 157.



UXMAL—CASA DE PALOMAS. 171

eighty-five feet wide, with ranges of undescribed ruins 
on the east and west, are the buildings at G, built 
round and enclosing a courtyard one hundred and 
eighty feet long and one hundred and fifty feet wide, 
entered through an archway in the centre of the 
northern and southern buildings. This courtyard has 
a picote in the centre, like that before the Governor’s 
House, but fallen. These buildings are in an ad­
vanced state of ruin and no details are given respect­
ing any of them except the northern one, which pre­
sents one remarkable feature. Along the centre of 
the roof from east to west throughout the whole length 
of two hundred and forty feet, is a peculiar wall rising 
in peaks like saw-teeth. These are nine in number, 
each About twenty-seven feet long at the base, between 
fifteen and twenty feet high, and three feet thick. 
Each is pierced with many oblong openings arranged 
in five or six horizontal rows, one above another like 
the windows in the successive stories of a modern 
building, or like those of a pigeon house, or Casa de 
Palomas, by which name it is known. Traces yet re­
main which show that originally these strange eleva­
tions were covered with stucco ornaments, the only in­
stance of stucco decorations in Uxmal. Of this group 
of structures, including the two courtyards and the 
pyramid beyond, notwithstanding their ruined condi­
tion, Mr Stephens remarks that “ they give a stronger 
impression of departed greatness than anything else 
in this desolate city.” ”

Respecting the remains marked 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13,

36 Stephens' Yucatan, vol. i., pn. 318-19, with view of the Casa de Palomas; 
cut also in /</., Cent. Amer., vol. ii., p. 426. ‘Une muraille dentelée de 
pignons assez élevés, percés d’une multitude de petites ouvertures, qui don­
nent à chacun la physionomie d’un colombier.’ Charnay, Ruine« Amér, pp. 
371-2, phot. 49. ‘A wall of two hundred feet remains standing upon a 
foundation of ten feet. Its width is twenty-five feet; having ranges of 
rooms in both sides, only parts of which remain. This wall has an acute- 
angled arch doorway through the centre.... The top of this wall has 
numerous square a|H*rtures through it, which give it the apjiearancc of 
pigeon-holes; and its edge is formed like the gable-end of a house, uniform­
ly notched.’ Norman*» Rambleê in Yuc., p. 165, with plate showing one of 
tne i>eaks of the wall. /
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14, and 15, on the plan, north of the Pyramid and Casa 
de Palomas, and west of the Casa del Gobernador, all 
that can be said is embodied in the following quota­
tion: “A vast range of high, ruined terraces, facing 
east and west, nearly eight hundred feet long at the 
base, and called the Campo Santo. Un one of these 
is a building of two stories, with some remains of sculp­
ture, and in a deep and overgrown valley at the foot, 
the Indians say, was the burial-place of this ancient 
city;'but, though searching for it otirselves, and offer­
ing a reward to them for the discovery, we never found 
in it a sepulchre.”31

Crossing over now to the eastward of the Gover­
nor’s House, we find a small group of ruins in the 
south-eastern corner of the rectangle. The one marked 
6 on the plan is known as the Casa de la Vieja, or Old 
Woman’s House, so named from a statue that was 
found lying near its front. The building stands on 
the summit of a small pyramid and its walls were just 
ready to fall at the time of the survey. Of the other 
structures of the group, 5 and 7, no further informa­
tion is given than that which may be gathered from 
the plan. Along the line marked 4, 4, 4, are slight 
traces of a continuous wall, indicating that Uxmal 
may have been a walled city, since no careful search 
has ever been made for such traces in other portions of 
the city’s circumference.31

To go from the Casa del Gobernador northward to 
the buildings at C and D, yet to be described, we pass 
between two parallel walls at H. These two parallel 
structures are solid masses of rough stones faced on 
all four sides with smoothly cut blocks, and were, so

31 Stephen»' Yucatan, vol. i., p. 320; Norman, Ramble» in Yuc., p. 165, 
s|>eaks of this ]>art of the ruin as ‘an immense court or square, enclosed by 
stone walls, leading to the Nun’s House,’ C of the plan. He says, also, that 
some of the scattered mounds in this direction have been excavated and 
seem to have liecn intended originally for sepulchres.

” Mr Stephens, Yucatan, vol. i., p 320, refers to his appendix for a men­
tion of some of the relics fourni in tills group. The reference is probably to 
a note on vestiges of the phallic worship on p. 434, which from motives of 
modesty the author gives m Latin.
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far as can bo determined in their present condition, 
exactly alike. Each measures thirty by one hundred 
and twenty-eight feet on the ground, and they are 
seventy feet apart, their height not being given. The 
fronts which face each other were covered with sculp­
tured decorations, now mostly fallen, including two en­
twined serpents; while from the centre of each of these 
façades projected originally a stone ring about four 
feet in diameter, fixed in the wall by means of a tenon. 
Both are broken, and the fragments for the most part 
lost. A similar building in a better state of preserva­
tion will be noticed among the ruins of Chichen Itza, 
in describing which a cut of one of the stone rings will 
be given. It is easy to imagine that the grand prom­
enade between the northern and southern palaces, or 
temples, was along a line that passed between these 
walls, and that these sculptured fronts and rings were 
important in connection with religious rites and pro­
cessions of priests. The chief entrance to the northern 
buildings is in a line with this passage, and it seems 
strange that we find no corresponding stairway lead­
ing up the southern terrace to the front of the Casa de 
Tortugas.”

Between two and three hundred yards north from 
the Casa del Gobernador, is the Casa de Monjas, or 
Nunnery, marked C on the plan. This is perhaps the 
most wonderful edifice, or collection of edifices, in 
Yucatan, if not the finest specimen of aboriginal archi­
tecture and sculpture in America. The supporting 
mound, whose base is indicated by the dotted lines 
m, 11, o, p, is in general terms three hundred and 
fifty feet square, an^nineteen feet high, its sides very 
nearly facing the cardinal points. The southern, or 
front, slope of the mound, about seventy feet wide, rises

11 Mr Norman’s statements, Rambles in Kmc., p. 166, differ materially 
from those of Stephens, Yucatan, vol. i., pp 298-9. He states that the walls 
are only twelve feet apart, that the eastern façade only has the entwined 
serpents, that the western is covered with hieroglyphics, that the structure 
contains rooms on a level with the ground, and implies that the western 
ring was still perfect at the time of nia visit. This building is called by 
Charnay the tiercel, or Prison.
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in three grades, or terraces, three, twelve, and four 
feet high, and twenty, forty-five, and five feet wide, 
respectively, from the base. There are some traces of 
a wide central stairway leading up to the second ter­
race on this side, but none of the steps remain in place.

On this platform stand four of the typical Yucatan 
edifices built round a courtyard, with unequal inter­
vals between them at the corners. The southern 
building is two hundred and seventy-nine feet long, 
twenty-eight feet wide, and eighteen feet high; the 
northern building, two hundred and sixty-four feet 
long, twenty-eight feet wide, and twenty-five fëet 
high; the eastern, one hundred and fifty-eight by thirty- 
five feet, and twenty-two feet high ; the western, one 
hundred and seventy-three by thirty-five feet, and 
twenty feet high.®1 The northern building stands on a

3* I» these dimensions I have followed Mr Stephens’ text, as usual in 
Uxmal, as far as possible. Although the Casa de Mouias has received more 
attention than any of the other structures, yet, strangely enough, no visitor 
gives all the dimensions of the buildings and terraces ; hardly any two 
authors agree on any one dimension; ana no author’s text agrees exactly 
with his plans. Yet the figures of my text may be considered approxi­
mately correct. I append, however, in this instance a table of variations 
as a curiosity.

South North East West Court Terrace

r 5- a r 5= = FT 5; X r r Ü a
o

0 13 3 j; 3 03 3 qJ03 3 Cl 03
03 » fT » 3* 03 ? sr 03 * sr 03 9 sr 3

Stephens, Text 270 264 25 158 173 258 214 19

“ 1st Plan 300 30 300 25 162 35 165 35 240 185 1520

“ 2d “ 279 25 260 25 160 35 165 35 220 195 1430

Waldcck, Text 227 27 227 27 176 X 176 34 227 172 15 1116

“ 1st Plan 235 27 235 25 210 40 210 40 222 205 1360

“ 2d “ 264 28 225 27 174 34 174 34 234 180

Charnav, Text 351 210 262 262

“ Plan 360 33 393 33 262 33 262 33 262 265

Norman 200 25 16 246 •25 26 140 34 25 140 34 25 15 1100

Heller 260 24 25 150 170 34 25 18 1000
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terrace of its own, which rises about twenty feet above 
the general level of the main platform on which the 
others stand. The court formed by the four edifices 
measures two hundred and fifty-eight by two hundred 
and fourteen feet. It is two feet and a half lower 
than the foundations of the eastern, western, and 
southern buildings, and traces of low steps may yet 
be seen running the whole length of the sides. Its 
area is paved with stone, much worn by long usage. 
M. Waldeck, by diligent research or by an effort of 
his imagination, found that each of the forty-three 
thousand six hundred and sixty blocks composing the 
pavement was six inches square, and had the figure of 
a turtle sculptured on its upper surface. Stephens 
could find no traces of the turtles, and believes that 
the pavement was originally covered with cement.88 

In the centre are the fragments of a rude column, 
picote, or phallus, like those found in connection with 
the Casa del Gobernador and Casa de Palomas. M. 
Charnay also found traces of a straight path with 
raised borders leading north and south across the cen­
tre, and also two of the dome-shaped cisterns already 
described.36

The situation of the four structures forming the 
quadrangle, and the division of each into apartments, 
are shown in the accompanying ground plan.37

Respecting the height of the buildings, except the northern, we have no 
figures from any reliable authority; but we know that both eastern and 
western are lower than the northern building and higher than the southern, 
w hose rooms are 17 feet high on the inside, and moreover that the eastern 
is higher than the western.

31 M. Waldeck, Voy. Pitt., pi. xii., presents a drawing of four of these 
turtles. 4 Covered with square blocks of stone.’ Normans Rambles in 
Yuc., n. 163. 4Each tortoise, is in a square, and in the two external angles
of each square is an Egg. The tortoise and the egg, are both National em­
blems.’ Jones' Hist. Anc. Amer., p. 94.

36 Charnay, Ruines A mér., pp. 364, 368; Stephens' Yucatan, vol. i., pp. 
301, 308.

37 Plan in Stephens' Yucatan, vol. i., p. 301; reproduced in Baldwin's Anc. 
Amer., p. 136. Waldeck, Voy. Pitt., pi. xii., also gives a ground plan, 
which, so far as the arrangement of rooms and doorways is concerned, dif­
fers very widely from that of Stephens, and must be regarded as very incor­
rect. M. Waldeck, during his short stay in Yucatan, seems to have 
devoted his chief attention to sketching the sculptured facades, a work 
which he accomplished accurately, but to have constructed liis plans from
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Ground Plan of the Nunnery.

It will be noticed that the northern building of the 
Nunnery does not stand exactly in the same direction 
as the sides of the platform or of the other edifices, 
an arrangement which detracts somewhat from the 
symmetry of the group. Each of the four buildings 
is divided longitudinally into two parallel ranges 
of apartments, arranged very much like those of the 
Governor’s House, with doorways opening on the in­
terior court. The only exterior doorways are on the 
front of the southern building and on the ends of the 
northern; these, however, only afford access to the
memory and imagination after leaving the country. In the preparation of 
the present plan he had, to aid his fancy, the Buppoaed occupation of these 
buildings in former times by nuns, and he has arranged the rooms with an 
eye to the convenience of the priests in keeping a proper watch and guard 
over the movements of those erratic demoiselles.
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outer range of rooms, which do not communicate with 
the interior. In only one instance do more than two 
rooms communicate with each other, and that is in the 
centre of the eastern building, where are two commu­
nicating apartments, the largest in the Nunnery, each 
thirteen by thirty-three feet, with an ante-room at 
each end measuring nine by thirteen feet. All the 
doorways of this suite are decorated with sculpture, 
the only instance of interior stone-carving in Uxmal. 
The cut on the next page shows the inside of one of 
the larger rooms of this suite, and also gives an excel­
lent idea of the interior of all the structures of Yuca­
tan,38 The rooms of the Casa de Monjas, eighty-eight 
in number, like some in the Casa del Gobernador, are 
plastered with a thin coat of hard white material 
like plaster of Paris. Those of the southern building 
average twenty-four feet long, ten feet wide, and sev­
enteen feet high. They all misent the same general 
features of construction— angular-arched ceilings, 
w'ooden lintels, stone rings, oi/hinges, on the inside of 
the doorways, holes in the sloping ceilings for ham- 
mock-timbers, entire absence of any openings except 
the doors — that have been previously described.39 

The platform on which the buildings stand forms a 
narrow promenade, only five or six feet in width, round

18 Cut from Stephen»' Yucatan, vol. i, p. 309. For some reason the 
sculpture is not shown. Wahleck’s pi. xii. contains also a section showing 
the form of the arches and ceilings.

39 ‘Les linteux des portes sont en bois, comme partout h Uxmal.* ‘|Les 
intérieurs, de dimensions variées suivant lu grandeur des édifices... deux 
murailles parallèles, puis obliquant, pour se relier pur une dalle.’ ‘Les salles 
étaient enduites d’une couche de plâtre fin qui existe encore.’ ‘On re­
marque de chaque côté de l’ouverture, à égale distance du sol et du linteau 
de la porte, plantés dans la muraille de chaque côté des supports, quatre 
crochets en pierre.’ Charnay, Ruine» A mer., pp. 364-6. M. YValdeek 
speaks of the door-tops of the western building as lieing composed of nine 
pieces of stone, perpendicular on the outside, or visible, portions, but lev­
eled and secured by a keystone within. ‘ Fait de neuf pierres à coupe per-
pendiculaire, et point du tout à clef: je parle ici de l’uspect de cette partie 
du monument à l’extérieur; mais à l’fnterieur, ces neuf pierres sont à clef, 
ce que l’absence d’enduit m’a permis de constater.’ Vuy. Pitt., p. 100. 
‘The height of the ceiling is uniform throughout.’ Norman'» Ramble* in 
Yue., p. 161. Heller, Reiten, p. "257, gives the botanical name of the zapote- 
wood used for lintels ns earanilla, achra» saputa. W’aldeck calls the wood 
jovillo. Voy. Pitt., p. 97. Norman spells it zuporte.
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Interior of Room—Casa dc Monjas.
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each, both on the exterior and on the court. The en­
trance to the court is by a gateway, at v on the gen­
eral plan, in the centre of the southern building. It 
is ten feet and eight inches wide and about fourteen 
feet high, the top being formed by the usual triangu­
lar arch, and the whole being similar to the passages 
through the Casa del Gobernador before the latter 
were w " _ Opposite this gateway, at w, a stair­
way ninety-five feet wide leads up to the upper terrace 
which supports the northern building. On each side 
of this stairway, at x, y, on the slope of the terrace, is 
a ruin of the usual construction, in which six small 
apartments may be traced. The dilapidation of these 
buildings is so great that it is impossible to ascertain 
whether they were independent structures or formed 
a part of the terrace itself, a mode of construction of 
which we shall find some specimens in Yucatan, and 
even at Uxmal. A noticeable peculiarity in the north­
ern building is that, wherever the outer walls are 
fallen, the sculptured surface of an inner wall is dis­
closed, showing that the edifice in its present form 
was built over an older structure.

Nothing remains to be said respecting the general 
plan and construction of the Nunnery, or of the in­
terior of the apartments which \compose it: and 1 
now come to the exterior walls. The sides and ends 
of each building arc, like those) already described, 
plain and unplastered below the 'coriiice, which ex­
tends round the whole circumference just above the 
doorways. Above this cornice the whole surface, 
over twenty-four thousand square feet for the four 
buildings, is covered with elegant and elaborate sculp­
tured decorations. The four interior façades fronting 
on the court are pronounced by all beholders the chef- 
d’oeuvres of aboriginal decorative art in America, be­
ing more chaste and artistic, and at th/ same time 
less complicated and grotesque, than any other fronts 
in Yucatan. All have been carefully stidied, sketch­
ed, or photographed. No two of themlare alike, or

A6D
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even similar. The outer fronts received somewhat
less care at the hands of the native builders, and con­
sequently less attention from modern visitors, being 
moreover much more seriously affected by the ravages 
of time and the elements.

I begin with the southern building, showing in the 
accompanying engraving the eastern third of its court

mmyy//au\\. ZMUflWfc.

Southern Court Façade—Casa de Monjas.

facade, the other portions being precisely like that 
which is represented. Except over the doorways the 
space between the cornices is occupied by diamond
lattice-work and vertical columns, small portions be­
ing left, however, entirely plain. Some of the col­
umns have central moldings corresponding nearly in 
form to the cornices.40 The central gateway is not 
shown in the engraving, but there is no special orna­
mentation in connection with it, its border being of 
lattice-work, according to Waldeck, or of plain blocks, 
according to Charnay, contrary to what might be ex- 

1 1 ver the only entrance to so grand a court.
'lie next engraving shows a portion of the same fa­

il ‘ J’ai parlé, dans le texte du présent ouvrage, des prétendues colonnes 
trouvées dans VYucatan. Les trois halustres qu’on voit dans cette planche 
peuvent, déplacés comme ils l’étaient, avoir donné lieu h cette erreur. En 
effet, en divisant ces ornements en plusieurs morceaux, on v trouvera un 
fût droit et une espèce de chapiteau que, d'après des idées relatives assuré­
ment fort naturelles, on place volontiers h l’extrémité supérieure du fût, au 
lieu de le mettre au milieu.’ Waldeck, Voy. Pitt., p. 103. ‘C’est un en­
semble de colonnettes nouées dans le milieu trois par trois, séparées par des 
parties de pierres plates et les treillis qu’on rencontre si souvent; ce bâti­
ment est d'une simplicité relative, comparé h la richesse des trois autres.’ 
Charnay, Ruines Amtr., p. 368.
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Detail of Southern Court Façade.

represent a small house with a roof of thatch or tiles, 
having a human figure seated in a niche in the wall, 
which corresponds with the doorway of the house. 
This seated statue had disappeared before the visits 
of later explorers. That a statue once occupied the 
niche there can be no doubt. Whether M. Waldeck 
sketched it from actual observation or from the report 
of the natives, is not quite so clear. The last-named 
writer advances two original and somewhat remarka­
ble theories respecting these small houses ; first, that 
they may be taken as a representation of the houses 
actually occupied by the common people at the time 
Uxmal was built; and second, that they are identical 
with the Aztec sign colli, ‘house,’ from which he de­
rives an argument respecting the probable age of the 
building, which will be noticed in its place. M. Char- 
nay calls this front the Facade des Abeilles, or Bee

çade, on a larger scale, including the ornament which & 
is repeated over each door. This ornament seems to
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front, while M. the building the
Temple of the Ast iterior, or southern,

ng is similar t 
having, ljpwevt 
) doorways.41 
: of tlVeastern 
l frojlt, and also 
intend in its sc 
other three. 1

front of this building is similar to the northern, hut 
somewhat plainer, having, however, the same houses 
and niches over the doorways.41

The court façade of tlureastern building, which has 
been called the Sun frojlt, and also the Egyptian front,
is perhaps more tasteful in its sculptured ornaments 
than either of the other three. The southern half of
this façade is represented in the engraving. The or­
naments over the central doorway and at the corners
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Eastern Court Façade—Casa de Monjas.

consist of the immense grotesque masks, with the 
curved projecting tusks noticed on the Casa del 
Gobernador; but the remaining surface is covered 
with regular diamond lattice-work, while in connec­
tion with each of the cornices is a line of stone blocks 
with rounded faces, resembling short columns. Over 
this lattice-work, but not entirely concealing it, are

41 My engravings are taken from IValdeek, Voy. Pitt., pi. xv., xvii. 
They are reproduced in Larcnnudière, Mex. et Gnat., p. 3*23, pi. 3, 0. The 
perfect accuracy of the engravings except the seated statues—is proved by 
( 'harnav’s photographs 4*2, 49, which show the same front, as does the view 
in Stephens' Yucatan, vol. i., p. 305. The southern front of this building 
is only shown in general views in Stephens Cent. Amer., vol. ii., p. 4*20; re­
peated in Annin, I)as Heutige Mex., p. 92; and in Norman's Rambles in 
Yuc., p. lt>0, which give uo details.
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Detail of Eastern Court Façade.

t ight parallel horizontal bars, increasing in length as 
they approach the upper cornice, and each terminating 
at either end in a serpent’s or monster’s head with 
open jaws. A human face with a peculiar head-dress, 
large car pendants, and tongue hanging front the 
mouth, looks down from the centre of the upper hats. 
This face is fancied by Waltleck to represent the sun, 
and something in its surroundings strikes (.’harimy as 
partaking of the Egyptian style ; hence the names 
that have been applied to this façade. M. Yiollet-lc- 
l)uc attempts to prove the development of the archi-
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six peculiar and graceful ornaments, placed at regu­
lar intervals, four of them surmounting doorways. 
< hie of these, precisely like all the rest, is shown on 
an enlarged scale in the engraving. It consists of
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tectural ideas embodied in the Maya edifices from an 
original structure of wood. His use of this claimed 
peculiarity will be more appropriately spoken of here­
after, hut his illustration of the idea in connection 
with this eastern front, is certainly striking as shown 
in the annexed cut.u The southern end of this build-

tnnnnndnnna:

Trace of Original Structure in Wood.

49 ‘ La decoration sc compose d’une espace de trophée en form d’éventail, 
qui part du bas de la frise en s’élargissant jusqu'au sommet du bâtiment. 
Ce trophée est un ensemble de barres parallèles terminées par des têtes de 
monstres. Au milieu de lu partie supérieure, et touchant h la corniche, se 
trouve une énorme tête humaine, encadrée à l’égyptienne, avec une conic de 
chaque cêté. Ces trophées sont séparés par des treillis de pierre qui don­
nent à l’édifice une grande richesse d’effet. Ives coins ont toujours cette 
ornementation bizarre, composée de grandes figures d’idoles superposées, 
avec un nez dispnqtortionné, tordu et relevé, qui fait songer à la manière 
chinoise.’ Chantai/, Itutncs A mtr., pp. 300-7. The first of my engravings 
I take from Stephens Yucatan, vol. i., j>. 300; the same front being shown 
also in Charnay’s photograph 38, in Waldeck’s pi. xv., and in Larenau- 
(litre, Mex. et Gnat., pi. 3. The second engraving is front Waldeck’s pi. xvi., 
given also in Larcnaudière, Mex. et Gnat., pi. 5, in Norman's Rambles in 
Y tie., ii. 150—where it is incorrectly stated to represent a portion of the 
Casa del (iobernador, and corrcs|>onding with Charnay’s photograph 31). 
The third cut is from Vtoilet-le-Due, in Chamay, Ruine* A mtr., p. 05. M. 
Viollet-le-I)uc explains the cut as follows: ‘SupjHisons des piles ou murs 
de refend A; si l’on j>ose à la tête des piles les premiers patins H, sur les­
quels, à angle droit, on entbrévera les traverses C, puis les secondes pièces 
ÎV, les deuxièmes traverses C' en encorltellement égalemente embérvées, et 
ainsi de suite, on obtient, au droit des têtes de piles ou murs de refend, des 
parois verticales, et, dans le sens des ouvertures, des parois inclinées arrivant 
a porter les filières D avec potclets intercalés. Si, d’une pile à l’autre, on 
pose les linteaux E en arrière du nu des pièces HIV, et que sur ces linteaux 
on établisse des treillis, on obtiendra une construction de bois primitive, 
qui est évidemment le principe de la décoration de la façade de pierre du 
bâtiment.’ This façade is ‘the most chaste and simple in design and orna-
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Western Court Façade—Casa de Monjaa.

ment, and it was always refreshing to tuhi from the gorgeons and elaborate 
masses on the other façades to this curious and pleasing combination.’ Ste­
phens' Yucatan, vol. i., p. 3(H). ‘The g^stern façade is lille<l with vlalxmitc 
ornaments, differing entirely from the/)tjiers, and letter finished.’ Alorman's 
liamblcs in Yuc.% tip. 161-2. * Les hmCvchelons dont la série forme un cône
renversé, sont ornes, il chacune de leurs extrémités, d’une tête symlxdiquc 
de ser|H»nt ou de dragon. La tête du Soleil (pii touche à la corniche et re­
pose sur le troisième échelon, oflre deux rayons ascendants, indé|iendcm- 
ment de ceux oui flamboient autour du masque, dont je n’ai pu deviner la 
signification. Les trois rayons oui se voient au dessus de la tête ont peut- 
être «jueloues nip|Mirts avec le méridien, celui du milieu indiquant le parfait 
équilibre. ‘Des sept masques s<datais, un seul était intact. ‘ L’ensemble 
de cette façade offre il l’heure de nibli un caractère de grandeur dont il 
serait difficile de donner une idée.’ Waldcck, Voy. Ritt., pp. 102 3.

43 Stephens' Yucatan, vol. i., p. 307, with plate; Charnay, Ruines Amér., 
phot. 43.

ing is shown in one of Charnay’s photographs, and, 
together with a small portion of the western front, in 
a drawing by Catherwood. These views show that 
the ends, and probably all of the rear, are made up 
of plain wall and lattice-work, with elaborate orna- * 
merits at each of the corners.43

1 now pass on to the opposite, or western building, 
known as the Serpent Temple, whose court façade is 
shown in the engraving. At the time of the visits 
of Catherwood and Charnay a large portion of this
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o
front had fallen, and the standing portions only were 
represented in their drawings and photographs, no 
attempt being made in the former at restoration. In 
1835, however, according to the testimony of both M. 
Waldeck and Sr Peon, proprietor of Uxmal, it was 
standing nearly intact; I have consequently preferred 
to reproduce Waldeck’s drawing of a portion of this 
façade, especially as the portions shown by Cather- 
wood and Charnay agree almost exactly with this 

’ drawing and prove its accuracy. But slight justice 
can be done to this, the most magnificent and beau­
tiful front in America, by an engraving on so small 
a scale as I am obliged to employ. Two serpents, 
each with a monster’s head between the open jaws 
of which a human face appears, and the tail of a 
rattlesnake placed near and above the head at either 
end of the buildin'g, almost entirely surround the front 
above the lower cornice, dividing the surface by the 
folds and interlacing of their bodies intcmjuare panels. 
That is, it seems to have been the aim of the builders 
to form these panels by the folds of these two mighty 
serpents, and the work is so described by all visitors, 
but it appears from an examination of the folds, as 
shown in the engraving, that the serpent whose head 
and tail are shown on the right only encloses really 
the first panel, and that each other panel is surrounded 
by the endless body of a serpent without head or tail. 
The scales or feathers on the serpent’s body are some­
what more clearly defined than is indicated in the en­
graving, as is proved by Charnay’s photograph. The 
surface of this wall is tilled with grecques-and lattice- 
work similar to those of the Governor’s House, but 
much more complicated ; and each panel has one or 
more human faces among its decorations, while sev­
eral of them have full-sized standing human figures. 
Over each doorway and on the rounded corners of the 
building, are the usual grotesque decorations, bearing 
some likeness to three distorted faces or masks placed 
one above another, and all furnished with the project-
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ing curves, or hooks, previously compared to elephants’ 
trunks.44 Respecting the ends and rear of this build­
ing nothing whatever has been recorded.

The northern building, standing on a terrace twenty 
feet above the platform which supports the other struc­
tures, and consequently overlooking them all, was very 
probably intended by the builders as the crowning 
feature of the Casa de Monjas. Its court fayade was 
crowded with sculptured designs, grander, perhaps, 
and more imposing, but at the same time much less 
elegant and refined than those of the fronts already 
described. Apparently from no other motive than to 
obtain more space on which to exercise their talent for 
decorative art, and thus to render this front more 
striking, the builders extended the front wall at reg­
ular intervals above the upper cornice, forming thir­
teen turrets "Seventeen feet high and ten feet wide,

44 The illustration* of the Ser]>ent front are in Waldeek, Voy. Pitt., pi. 
xiii., xviii., which lutter shows some of the detached faces, or musks; Char- 
nay, Raines Amer., phot. 40, 41, 44; and Stephens' Yucatan, vol. i., pp. 30*2- 
3. Rattlesnakes are common in this region. The proprietor proposed to build 
this serpent’s head into a house in Mérida as a memorial of Vxmal. 
‘Toward the south end the head and tail of the serjamts corresponded 
in design and position with the ]>ortion still existing at the other.’ Id., 
vol. i., pp. 30*2-3. ‘The remains <4 two great serpents, however, are 
still quite jierfect; their heads turned hack, and entwining each other, they 
extend the whole length of the façade, through a chaste ground work of 
ornamental lines, interspersed with various rosettes. They are out together 
l>v small blocks of stone, exquisitely worked, and arranged with the nicest 
skill and precision. The heads of the serpents arc adorned with pluming 
feathers and tassels.’ Norman s Rambles in Vue., p. 16*2. ‘Son nom lui 
vient d’un immense serjænt it sonnettes courant sur toute la façade, dont le 
corps, se roulant en entrelacs, va servir de cadre il des panneaux divers. 11 
n’existe plus qu’un seul de ces jmnneaux: c’est une grecque, que surmontent 
six croisillons, avec rosace à l’intérieur; une statue d’Indien s’avance en 
relief de la façade, il tient à la main un sceptre^ on remarque au-dessus do 
sa tête un ornement figurant une couronne.YCharnay, Raines Amer., p. 
307. ‘lu ornement, imité d’une sorte de pomi>on en passementerie ter­
miné par une frange, se voit au-dessus de la queue du reptile. On découvre 
également dans la frise ces rosettes frangées comme celles signalées dans lo 
batiment de l’est.’ Viollct-le-Duc, in /</., p, 69. ‘En voyant pour la pre­
mière foin ce superlie édifice, je ne pus retenir un cri de surprise et d’admira­
tion, tant les choses originales et nouvelles émeuvent l’imagination et les 
sens de l’artiste. J’ai cherché il rendre, dans ce qu’on vient de lire, nies pre­
mières impressions. Pourquoi n’avouerais-je jais qu’il s’y mêle un peu île 
vanité? Un pareil sentiment n’est-il pas excusable chez le voyageur qui 
révèle au monde civilisé des trésors archéologiques si longtemps ignorés, un 
style nouveau d’architecture, et une source abondante«>u d’autres, plus sa­
vants que lui, iront puiser un jour?’ Wuldeck, Voy. Put., p. 100.
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placed generally above the doorways. These turrets, 
towering about eighty feet above the site of the city, 
and loaded with elaborate sculpture, must have been 
a prominent feature of the aboriginal Uxmal. Only 
four of the turrets remained standing at the time of 
Stephens’ visit, and the wall was otherwise much 
dilapidated. The only view is that given in Charnay’s 
photographs, none of the turrets being complete at 
the time of his visit. The background of the sculp­
ture is divided into panels tilled with grecques and 
ornamented lattice-work very similar to that of the 
Serpent front. Half the doorways are surmounted by 
niches like those in the southern façade; while over 
the alternate doorways and on all the corners are seen 
the immense mask ornaments with the elephant-trunk 
projection.45 A peculiarity of this building not noticed 
by any authority, but clearly shown in Charnay’s pho­
tograph, is that not only are the corners rounded as 
in the other buildings, but the walls at the corners are 
not perpendicular either above or below the cornice, 
inclining inward toward the top at an angle of about 
seven degrees. Several human figures arc noted 
among the decorations, of ruder execution than others 
at Uxmal, two of which seem to be playing on mu­
sical instruments resembling somewhat a guitar and 
harp; while a third is sitting with his hands crossed 
on his breast, and bound by cords.46 All that is

45 Cut of one of these projecting curves in Norman's Rambles in Yur.,
p. 162.

46 ‘The whole, loaded as it is with ornament, conveys the idea of vast­
ness and magnificence rather than that of taste and refinement.’ Stephens' 
Yucatan, vol. i., p. 304. ‘The northern front, no doubt, was the principal 
one, as I judge from the remains, as well as from the fact, that it is more ele­
vated than the others.’ Norman's Rambles in Yur., p. 161. Norman’s gen­
eral view of the Nunnery includes a view of this northern front, hut the 
decorations arc omitted an<J the turrets also. ‘Chaque jsirte, de deux en 
deux, est surmontée d’une niche merveilleusement ouvragée que devaient

* occuper des statues diverses. Quant h la frise elle-même, c’est un ensemble
extraordinaire de pavillons, où de curieuses figures d’idoles stijK-rposées res­
sortent comme par hasard de l’aWingement des pierres, et rappellent les 
têtes énormes sculptées sur les palais de Chichen-Itza. Des méandres de

Sierres finement travaillées leur servent de cadre et donnent une vague idée 
e caractères hiéroglyphiques: puis viennent une succession de grecques de 

grande dimension, aîternecs, aux angles, de carrés et de petites rosaces d’un

y *
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known of the exterior front of this northern building 
is that among its decorations, which are comparatively 
plain and simple, are two naked male figures, the con­
dition of whose genital organs indicates the existence 
of the same phallic rites of which traces have been 
already notea. With the additional remark that 
traces of bright-colored paint are still visible in shel­
tered portions of the sculptured façades, I conclude 
my description of the so-called Nunnery.*7

Immediately eastward of the Casa de Monjas are 
several ruined structures shown in the plan, standing 
on terraces somewhat lower than those last men­
tioned. Only one of these, and which one of the four 
or five shown on the plan is not stated, has been more 
than mentioned by any visitor. This one exception

fini admirable. Le caprice de l'architecte avait jeté çh et là, comme des 
démentis à la parfaite régularité du dessin, des statues dans les jmsitions les 
plus diverses. La plupart ont disparu, et les têtes ont été enlevées à celles 
qui restent encore.’ CKamay, Ruines Amér., pp. 364-5, phot. 36-7. ‘Les 
grosses têtes forment la principale décoration des dessus de portes; les treillis 
sont historiés, les encorbellements empilés supprimés.’ Viollet-le-Dvc, in 
Id., p. 67.

47 1 append a few general quotations concerning the Nunnery: The court 
façades ‘ornamented from one end to the other with the richest and most 
intricate carving known in the art of the builders of Uxmal; presenting a 
scene of strange magnificence, surpassing any that is now to be seen among 
its ruins.’ Stephens'Yucatan, vol. i., n. 300. ‘ All these façades were painted; 
the traces of the colour are still visible, and the reader may imagine what 
the effect must have been when all this building was entire, and according 
to its supposed design, in its now desolate doorways stood noble Maya 
maidens, like the vestal virgins of the Homans, to cherish and keep alive 
the sacred fire burning in tne temples.’ Id., p. 307. The bottoms of the 
caissons of the diamond lattice-work are painted red. The paint is believed 
to l>e a mixture in equal parts of carmine and vermilion, protiably vegeta­
ble colors. Waldcck,Voy. Pitt., pp. 200-1; Zavala, in Antio. Mex., tom.i.,
div. ii., p 
account ol

,*t3-4, describes a building su] 
ne serpent ornament, which, heaccount of the serpent ornament, which, however, is stated to be on the 

exterior front of the building. Coçolludo, Hist. Yuc., p. 177, describes the 
court and surrounding edifices, stating that the serpent surrounds all four 
sides. ‘ Yn gran patio con muchos aposentos separados en forma de claustro 
dondc viuian estas doncellas. Es fanrica digna de admiracion, poroue lo 
exterior de las jmredes es todo de piedra lahrada, donde estàn sacauas de 
medio relieuc figuras de hombres armados, diuersidad de animales, pajaros, 
v otras cosas.’ ‘Todos los quatro lienços de aquel gran patio (que sc puede 
llamar plaça) los cine vna culebra lahrada en la niisma piedra de las pare- 
des, que termina la cola nor dchaxo de la ealæca, y tiene toda ella en cir- 
cuito quatrocientos pies. Jones, Hist. Ane. Amer., p. 93, accounts for the 
superiority of the sculpture on the court façades by supposing that it was 
executed at a later date; its protection from the weather would also tend to 
its better preservation.
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is tlio House of Birds. A portion of its front is 
shown in the pruveding cut, which sufficiently explains 
the origin of the appellation. The interior is remark- 
aide for containing two rooms which are larger than 
any others at Uxmal, measuring fourteen by fifty-two 
feet, and about twenty feet in height. One of these 
apartments has well-preserved traces of the paint 
which formerly covered walls and ceiling; and the 
other has an arch which differs somewhat from all 
others in this ancient city. Its peculiarity is that the 
overlapping blocks of stone, instead of lying hori­
zontally as in other cases, are slightly inclined, as is
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shown in the cut, forming a nearer approach to the

Arch at Uxmal.
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principle of the true arch with a key-stone than has 
1 ieen found elsewhere in Yucatan. It will also Ik! 
noticed in the cut that the blocks, instead of ' g all 
in regular cubical form, are some of them cut elbow­
shaped. This is a feature, which, if it exists in other 
buildings, lias not been particularly noticed.48

4S Although Zavala say», speaking of the Uxmal ruins in general : ‘ Cel-

4
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Still further eastward are the pyramid and building 
at D, on the plan, which have been called the Casa 
del Adivino, or Prophet’s House; the Casa del Enano, 
or Dwarf’s House; Tolokh-eis, or Holy Mountain, 
and Kingsborough’s Pyramid; the first three names 
originating from traditions among the natives respect­
ing the former occupants of the building; the latter 
having been applied by M. Waldeck in honor of the 
Irish lord who aided in his explorations. Connecting 
the Casa del Adivino with the Nunnery are lines of 
low mounds, or terraces, possibly occupied in former 
times by buildings, forming a courtyard which meas­
ures eighty-five by one hundred and thirty-five feet, 
and in the centre of which, at z, is the usual rude 
column, or picote.

The supporting mound, or pyramid, in this case, 
from a base of one hundred and fifty-five by two 
hundred and thirty-five feet, rounded at the corners 
so as to form an oval rather than a rectangular fig­
ure,49 rises with very steep sides to a height of eighty- 
eight feet, forming at the summit a platform twenty- 
two by eighty-two feet. The surface of this pyramid 
is faced with blocks of hewn stone laid in mortar. 
The interior is presumably of rough stones in mortar, 
although little or nothing is said on this point.60 Ex­
cavations prove that the structure is solid without in-

les qui forment l'arête à partir de laquelle les plans des murs convergent 
pour déterminer la voûte prismatique dont j’ai déjà parlé, sont taillées en 
forme de coude dont l’angle est obtus.’ Antiq. Mex., torn, i., div. ii., p. 34. 
‘In the rear of, and within a few feet of the eastern range, are the remains 
of a similar range, which is now almost in total ruins. There appear to 
have been connecting walls, or walks, from this range to the Pyramid near 
by, as I judged from the rubbish and stones that can l>e traced from one to 
the other.’ Norman's Rambles in Yuc., p. 162. Cuts from Stephens' Yuca­
tan, vol. i., pp. 311, 430; one of them reproduced in Baldwin's Ane. Amer.

49 So say Stephens’ text and plan, Yiollet-le-Duc, and Chamny’s plan; 
but Stephens’views, except that in Cent. Amer., Charnay’s photographs, 
and Waldeck’s plan and drawings, do not indicate an oval form. I am in­
clined to believe that the corners are simply rounded somewhat more than 
in the other Uxmal structures, and that the oval form indicated in the plan 
is not correct.

M M. Viollet-le-Duc says it is ‘entièrement composé d’un blocage de 
maçonnerie revêtu de gros moellons parementés,’ in Charnay, Ruines Amér., 
p. 70.

I

f
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terior galleries. The surface blocks are cubical, about 
two feet in dimensions at the base, if we may trust 
M. Waldeck’s drawing, but diminishing toward the 
top. They are not laid so as to break joints, yet so 
solid is the structure that the powerful leverage of 
growing roots has caused comparatively little damage. 
The eastern front is shown on the following page. A 
stairway one hundred and two feet on the slope, sev­
enty feet wide at the base, but narrowing toward the 
summit, composed of ninety steps, each step being 
about a foot high and five or six inches wide, leads 
up this side. The slope of this stairway is so steep, 
being inclined at an angle of about eighty degrees, 
that visitors have found it very difficult to ascend and 
descend. Padre Cogolludo was the first to complain 
of the steep grade. He says : ‘ I once did go up that 
of Uxumual, and when I would come down, 1 did re­
pent me; because so narrow are the steps, and so 
many in number, that the edifice goes up exceeding 
straight, and being of no small height, the head 
swims, and there is even some peril in its descent.”51

In the centre of the western slope of the Prophet’s 
Pyramid, toward the Nunnery, are certain structures, 
which M. Waldeck represents as projecting portions 
of the pyramid, or piers, the lower one forming a 
platform fifteen by forty feet, sixty feet up the slope ; 
and the upper rising from this platform and forming a

51 Cogolludo, Hist. Yuc., p. 103. ‘La subida principal estd it la parte 
del oriente y se practica por medio de una grada, (pie it la altura referida, 
guarda, segun mi câlculo, el muy escaso declive de t rein ta pies it lo mas: 
esta circunstancia, coino se deja entender, la liace en extremo pendiente y 
peligrosa. Si no me engano, fa grad a it que me rehero, tiene de 95 à 100 
escaloncitos de piedra labrada, pero tan angostos, que a perms pueden recibir 
la mitad del pie: la cubren muchos troncos de itrboles, espinos, y, lo que es 
poor, una miutitud de yerba, rcsbaladiza.’ The author, however, climbed 
the stairway barefooted. L. G., in Registro de Yuc., tom. i., ]». ‘278. 4Les
côtés de la pyramide sont tellement lisses qu’on ne peut y monter même à 
l’aide des arbres et des broussailles qui poussent dans les interstices des 
pierres. ’ Waldeck, Voy. Pitt., p. 05. The eastern slojie 70', and the west­
ern 80°. Heller, Rciscn, p. 250. Stairway has 180 steps, each 12 to 15 centi­
mètres Vide and high. Zavala, in Antiq. Mcx., tom. i., div. ii., p. 33. 100
steps, ejch 5 inches wide. Waldeck, Voy. Pitt., p. 71. 100 steps, each 6
inches ivide. Norman's Rambles in Yuc., p. 163. Alxmt 130 steps, 8 or 9 
inches high. Stephens' Cent. Amer., vol. ii., p. 421.

Vol. IV. 13
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Casa del Adi vino at Uxmal.
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second, twenty by twenty-five feet, continuous with 
the main summit platform of the pyramid. The up­
per projection, or pier, has since proved to he a dis­
tinct building, with richly sculptured front,63 one 
central door, and two plain rooms in the interior; the 
outer one seven by fifteen feet, and nineteen feet high; 
the inner, four by twelve feet, and eleven feet high. 
The lower pier may have been a similar structure, but 
it is completely in ruins below the central platform, 
except a few slight traces of rooms near the base. 
Mr Stephens is disposed to believe that a broad stair­
case of peculiar construction, supported by a triangu­
lar arch—like stairways that will be mentioned later 
in a few instances in connection with other Yucatan 
ruins—originally led up to the front of the building 
on the slope; otherwise it is difficult to imagine by 
what means these apartments could have been reached. 
The stones of these projecting portions are longer than 
elsewhere, and laid so as to break joints. Un the sum­
mit platform stands a small building, twelve feet wide, 
seventy-two feet long, and about sixteen feet high, 
leaving a promenade five feet wide at its base. This 
building presents no feature with which the reader is 
not already perfectly familiar, except that it contains 
only one range of rooms, having no dividing interior 
wall. The interior is divided into three rooms, which 
do not communicate with each other, and are nett 
plastered. The central room is seven by twenty-four 
feet, and its door is on the west, just opposite the 
platform formed by the projecting pier. The end 
rooms are seven by nineteen feet, and open on the 
promenade at either side of the eastern stairway.63

52 ‘Une espace de jætite chapelle en contre-bas tournée à l’ouest; ce petit 
morceau est fouillé comme un bijou; une inscription parait avoir été gravée, 
formant ceinture au-dessus de la porte.’ Charriai/, Ruines Amér., i>. 3f>8.
‘ Loaded with ornaments more rich, elalnirate, and carefully executed, than 
those of any other edifice in Uxmal.' Stephens' Yucatan, vol. i., p. 313.

In the matter of dimensions, the Casa del Adivino presents the same 
variations as the other structures—Stephens, Yucatan, being the authority 
followed. Waldeck makes the platform 45 by t)l feet 8 inches, and the 

. building 81 feet 8 inches by 14 feet 8 inches. Zavala calls the building 8 
i/ metres square. According to Norman the pyramid measures 500 feet at the
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Cut on the interior walls of the end rooms, seventy- 
two circular figures, two or three inches in diameter, 
have been observed. M. Waldeck, '«las usual, has a 
theory respecting these circles, or rather he has two 
in case one should prove unsatisfactory. He thinks 
they may have been made by prisoners to kill time, 
or they may have been a record of sacrifices con­
summated in this cue. The sculptured decorations 
of the exterior walls are described ils elegant but 
simple. We have here the back ground of ornamental 
lattice-work, and besides this the prominent feature is 
four full-length human figures standing on the west 
front, two on each side of the doorway, and overlook­
ing the courtyard of the Casa de Monjas. They are 
the figures of males, and are naked, except a sort of 
helmet on the head, a scarf round the shoulders, and 
a belt round the waist. The arms are crossed high 
on the breast, and each hand holds something resem­
bling a hammer. The genital organs are represented 
in their proper proportions, and were evidently in­
tended by the sculptor as the prominent feature of 
the statues. All four had fallen from their places, 
even at the time of M. Waldeck’s visit, but this ex­
plorer by careful search collected sufficient fragments 
of the four, which are precisely alike, to reconstruct 
one. He intended to bring these fragments away 
with him, hut his intentions being thwarted by the 
emissaries of the Mexican government, he buried the 
statue in a locality only known to himself.64 It re-
base, and is 100 feet high, the platform l>eing 21 by 72 feet, and the build­
ing 12 by (>(), and 20 feet high. Charnay pronounces the pyramid 7f> to 80 
feet high. Stephens, Cent. A nier., vol. ii., pp. 421-2, gives the dimensions 
as follows: Pyramid, 120 bv 240 feet at base; platform, feet wide outside 
the building; 'building, 68 feet long; rooms, V feet wide, 18, 18, and 34 feet 
long. KriederichsthaVs dimensions: Pyramid, 120 by 192 feet and 2f>è feet 
high; platform, 23 à by 89 feet; building, 12 by 73 feet, and 19| feet high. 
Xourel/cs Annales des Voy., 1841, tom. xcii., p. 307. Heller’s dimensions: 
Pyramid, 135 by 225 feet, and 105 feet high; platform, 20 by 70 feet; build­
ing, 12 by 60 feet, and 20 feet high.

34 ‘11 est à remarquer que le pénis des statues était en érection, et que 
toutes ces ligures étaient plu» particuliérement mutilées dans cette partie 
du corps.’ Waldeck, Voy. Pitt., np. 95-6. Plate xi. shows the statue and 
accompanying portion of the wall. ‘The emblems of life and death appear

!
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mains to be stated that the decorations of this Proph­
et’s House, like that of the Nunnery, were originally 
painted in bright colors. Blue, red, yellow, and white, 
were found by M. Waldeck on the least exposed por­
tions. There can be but little doubt that this pyra­
mid was a temple where the sacrifices described in a 
preceding volume were celebrated. It has been cus­
tomary with many writers to speak of it, as of all sim­
ilar structures in America, as a Teocalli, the name of 
such temples in Andhuac ; but thus to apply an Aztec 
name to monuments in regions inhabited by people 
whose relation to the Aztecs or their ancestors is yet 
far from proved, is at least injudicious, since it tends 
to cause confusion when we come to consider the sub­
ject of aboriginal history.55

on the wall in close juxta position, confirming the lielief in the existence of 
that worship practiced by the Egyptians, and all other eastern nations, and 
liefore referred to as prevalent among the jieoplc of Cxmal.’ Stephens' I'm- 
catan, vol. i., p. 314. 4 The western facade is ornamented with human
figures similar hi caryatides, finely sculptured in stone with great art.’ 
Xorman's llamblcs in Vue., p. 104. It is astonishing how easy the mean­
ing of these sculptures may lie deciphered when the right person undertakes 
the task. For instance: ‘The translation of the alnive Sculpture seems as 
easy as if a DANIEL had already read the hand writing on the wall! as thus 
The human figure, in full life and maturity, together with the sex, presents 
mortality; over the figure the cross-bones are placed, jiortrayiiig the figure’s 
earthly death ; while the skull supjHirtcd by expanding wings (and this Sculp­
ture being placed above thqse of life and death,) presents the immortal Soul 
ascending on the wings of Time, aliove all earthly life, or the corruption of 
the grave!’ Jones' Hist. Ane. Amer., p. 103.

w Stephens, Yucatan, vol. i.t np. 31‘2, 316, gives views of the east and 
west fronts, the former of which I have inserted in mv description; and in 
Cent. Amer., vol. ii., p. 4*20, a view from the south, which is copied in ,1r- 
min, Pas Heutiye Mex., p.92, which last authority also gives what seems to 
he a restoration of the pyramid from Waldeck. Waldeck’s plates, ix., x., 
xi , relate to this structure; plate ix. is a view from a (mint aliove the whole 
and directly over the centre, including a ground plan of the summit build­
ing; plate x. is the western elevation of the pyramid and building with the 
eastern elevation of the latter; and plate xi. is a view of one of the statues 
as already mentioned. fharnuy’s photograph ,35 gives a western view of 
the whole, which is also included in photograph 38; it is to Is* noted that 
his plan places the Casa del Adivino considerably south of the Nunnery. 
Norman, Rambles in Vue., p. 16*2, gives an altogether imaginary \8«-w of 
the pyramid and building, jierhaps intended for the western front. ' La base 
de la colline factice est revêtue d’un parement vertical avec une frise dans 
laquelle on retrouve Limitation des rondins de Isiis, surmontés d’une sorte 
de balustrade presque entièrement détruite.’ Viollct-le-Puc, in l'hyrnay. 
Ruines Amer., p. 70. On the east front of the building are ‘deux js>r- 
tes carrées et deux jietits pavillons couverts d’une esjièee de toit rc|iosunt 
sur des pilastres.’ 4 Tel est ce monument, chef-d’oeuvre d’art et d’élégance. 
Si j’étais arrivé un an plus tard à L xmal, je n’aurais pas pu en donner un
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All the principal structures of Uxmal have now 
been fully described, and as all conclusions and general 
remarks respecting this city will be deferred until 1 
can include in such remarks all the ruins of the state, 
I take leave of Uxmal with a mention of a very few 
miscellaneous relics spoken of by different travelers.

No water has been found in the immediate vicinity 
of the city, the dependence having probably been on 
artificial reservoirs and ayuadas, possibly also on sub­
terranean springs, or senotes, whose ’ " is not
known. There are several of these aguadas within a 
radius of a few miles of Uxmal. They resemble, in 
their present abandoned condition, small natural ponds, 
and their stagnant waters are thought to have much to 
do with the unhealthiness of the locality. They have 
no appearance of being artificial, but the inhabitants 
universally believe them to be so, and Mr Stephens, 
from his observations in other parts of the country, is in­
clined to agree with the general belief. I have already 
noticed the dome-shaped underground apartments 
which occur frequently among the ruins, and were 

used as cisterns, or reservoirs, for the storing 
up of water for the use of the city. Mr Norman 
states also that one of the numerous mounds, that 
occur in all directions, westward of the Nunnery, “is 
found to be an immense reservoir or cistern, having a 
double curb; the interior of which was beautifully 
finished with stucco, and in good preservation.” He

dessin complet; le centre avait été dégradé par suite de l’extraction de 
quelques pierres nécessaires à la solidité de cette partie de l'édifice.’ U'al- 
aerk, Voy. Pitt., p. (.H>. Yet if the structure was as perfect and his exam­
ination ms complete as lie daims, it is very strange, to say the least, that lie 
did not discover the apartments in the western projections. Zavala, in Antiq. 
Mcx.y tom. i., div. ii., p. 33, says that the interior walls of this building arc 
plastered. Stephens, Charnay, and Brasseur, Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. ii., pp. 
578-88, give the tradition of the Dwarf, which gives this temple one of its 
names. ‘The construction of these ornaments is not less peculiar and 
striking than the general effect. There were no tablets or single stones, 
each representing separately and by itself an entire subject; but every orna­
ment or combination is made up of separate stones, on each of which part of 
the subject was carved, and which was then set in its place in the wall.’ 
‘Perhaps it may, with propriety, be culled a syiecies of sculptured mosaic.’ 
Stephens' Cent. Amer., vol. ii., p. 42*2.

A8C
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further states that some of these mounds have been 
opened and “seemed to have been intended originally 
for sepulchres,” although Mr Stephens could find no 
traces of sepulchral relics.

M. Waldeck barely mentions the discovery of small 
fragments of Hint artificially shaped, hut beyond this 
there is no record of relics in the shape of imple­
ments. Traces of pottery are nearly as rare. Mr 
Norman says he found fragments of broken vases on 
the pyramid E of the plan; and Mr Stephens found 
similar fragments in one of the reservoirs on the plat­
form of the Governor’s House, together with a nearly 
complete tripod vase, one foot in diameter, with enam­
eled surface.

Mr Friederichsthal found on a low mound five stones 
lying, as he states, from north-west to south-west (?), 
the middle one of which was over twelve feet long 
and covered with carved figures.

A native reported to Sr Zavala that he had seen a 
stone table, painted red, located in a cellar, and indi­
cating a place of sacrifice. This report would not he 
worth recording were it not for the fact that similar 
tables are of frequent occurrence in Chiapas, as will 
be seen in the following chapter.

The Abbé Domenech has something to say of Ux- 
mal antiquities; he says that “carved figures repre­
senting Boudha of Java, seated on a Siva’s head, 
were found at Uxmal, in Yucatan.”54

Une and a half hour’s ride westward from Uxmal a 
mound surmounted with ruins, called Senuisacal, was 
seen at a distance; and about the same distance north­
westward, not far from Muna, was found one of the 
typical buildings on a mound. This building was 
nearly entire, except that the outer walls above the 
cornice had fallen. Between this place and Uxmal, 
alxmt five miles from the latter, is a mound with two

14 Stephen*' Yucatan, vol. i., pp. 248-51, 227-8; Norman's Ramble* in 
Yuc., pp. KM», 157; Waldeck, Voy. Pitt., p. 74; Friederichsthal, in Nou- 
velle.s Annales des Voy., 1841, tom. xcii., pp. 307-8; Zavala, in Antiq. 
Mix., tom. i., div. ii., p. 35; Domenech'8 Deserts, vol. i., p. 51.
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buildings, to which the same description will apply. 
These ruins were seen by Mr Stephens during a hasty 
trip from Uxmal, unaccompanied by his artist com­
panion. Ruins observed still further westward will 
be included in another group.66

In describing the ruins outside of Uxmal which 
compose the central group, and which may for the 
most part be passed over rapidly from their similarity 
to each other and to those already described, I shall 
locate each by bearing and distance as accurately as 
possible, and all the principal localities are also laid 
down on the map. This matter of location is not, 
however, very important. The whole central region 
is strewn with mounds bearing ruined buildings; some 
of these have received particular attention from the 
natives and from travelers, and have consequently 
been named. I shall describe them by the names that 
have been so «applied, but it must be noted that very 
few of these names are in any way connected with the 
aboriginal cities; they were mostly applied at first to 
particular structures, and later to the ruins in their 
immediate vicinity; consequently several of the small 
groups which have been honored with distinct names, 
may, in many instances, have formed a part of the 
same city.

At Sache,—meaning a ‘paved road of white stone,’ 
a name derived from such a paved way in the vicinity, 
which will be mentioned later, -four or five miles 
south-east of Uxmal, besides other ‘old walls’ is a 
group of three buildings. One of them is twelve and 
a half by fifty-three feet; none, however, present 
any peculiar feature, save that in one of the door­
ways two columns «appear.66

Somewhat less than ten miles eastward of Uxmal 
is the town of Nohcaeab, ‘the great place of good 
land,’ preserving the name of an aboriginal town which

55 Stephens' Y neat an, vol. i., pp. 188, 221-2.
56 Stephens' Yucatan, vol. ii., p. 122, with plate showing front of one 

building.
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formerly existed somewhere in this vicinity. In this 
village are several mounds; and a sculptured head, 
with specimens of pottery, has been dug up in the 
plaza. The surrounding country within a radius of a 
few miles abounds in ruins, two of which are particu­
larly mentioned. The first is known as Xcoch, and 
consists of the pyramid shown in the cut. It is he-

Pyramid of Xcoch.

tween eighty and ninety feet high, plainly visible from 
the Prophet’s House at Uxinal, hut the buildings on 
its summit, like its sides, are almost completely in ruins,
; ’ traces of steps yet remain, (ireat and mar­
velous stories were told by the natives concerning a 
senote, or well, in this vicinity; and it proved indeed to 
he a most wonderful cavern with ' ’ g subter­
ranean galleries, worn by the feet of ancient carriers 
of water; but it was entirely of natural formation, a 
single block of sculptured stone, with the worn paths

5274
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being the only traces of man’s presence. The second 
of the ruins is that of Nohpat, ‘great lord,’ three 
miles from Noheacab toward Uxmal, whose buildings 
are plainly visible from it, and of which it may, not 
improbably, have been a continuation or dependency. 
A mound, or pyramid, two hundred and fifty feet long 
at the base, and one hundred and fifty feet high on the 
slope, with a nearly perfect stairway on the southern 
side, supports a portion of a dilapidated building, 
which overlooks the numerous ruins scattered over the 
plain at its foot. A single corridor, or room, is left 
intact, and is only three feet and five inches wide. 
At the foot of the stairway is a platform with a picote, 
as at Uxmal, in its centre. There was also lying at 

the foot of the steps, the flat stone 
represented in the cut, measuring 
eleven and one third feet in length 
by three feet ten inches in width. 
The human figure in low relief on 
its surface is very rudely carved, 
and was moreover much defaced by 
the rains to which for many years it 
had been exposed. Near the pyra­
mid another platform, two hundred 
feet square, and raised about twenty 
feet, supports buildings at right 
angles with each other, one of which 
has two stories built after a method 
which will be made clear in describ­
ing other ruins. The only others of 
the many monuments of Nohpat 

which throw any additional light on Yucatan antiqui­
ties, are those found on a level spot, whose shape is 
that of a right-angled triangle with a mound at each 
angle. Here are many scattered blocks and fragments, 
two of which united formed the statue shown in the cut 
on the next page. It is four and a quarter feet high 
and a foot and a half in diameter. The face seems to 
be represented as looking sideways or backward over

Nolipat Sculpture.
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Statues ut Noli put.

the shoulder, and is surmounted by a head-dress in 
which the head of a wild beast may be made out, 
recalling slightly the idols which we have already seen 
in Nicaragua. Other statues might doubtless be re­
constructed by means of a thorough search, but only 
the stone blocks shown in the cut are particularly

.................»

Skull and Crossbones.

mentioned. They are twenty-seven inches high and 
from sixteen to twenty-two inches wide, bearing alter­
nately sculptured on their fronts the skull and cross­
bonus, symbols in later times—perhaps also when these 
carvings were made—of death. In its original condi­
tion Nohpat may not unlikely have been as grand a 
city as Uxmal, but it is almost completely in ruins.”

57 On Xcoch and Nohpat see Stephens' Yucatan, vol. i., pp. 348-58, 
302 8, with cut of the pyramid, beside those given in the text. Cut 
of former ruin reproduced in lialdunns Ane. Amer., pp. 144-5. ‘Una 
in finit» multitud de edificins enteramente arruinudoH, esparcidos sohre 
tenia la extension del terreno que puedc abrazar 1» vista. Esta como 
cadena de ruinas que desde Uxmal se prolong» con direccion al S. E. 
]»or mas de 4 millas, induce A creer que es la continuacion île esa inmensa 
ciudad.’ ‘Muchos edificios eolosales enteramente a r ruin ad os, que, aunque 
com part id os casi del ntismo modo que en Uxmal, indican, sin emlwirgo, 
mayor antigiiedad; porque sivudo coustruidos con iguales materias, y con
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In the same region, some five or six miles south­
ward from Nohcacab, and perhaps ten or twelve miles 
south-eastward from Uxmal, is a most extensive group 
of ruins, probably the remains of an ancient city, 
known as Kabah. Sixteen different structures are 
located in a space about two thousand by three thou­
sand feet, on Mr Stephens’ plan, which, however, was 
not formed by measurements, but by observation from 
the top of a pyramid. Norman is the only visitor, 
except Stephens and Catherwood, and his description 
amounts to nothing. I proceed to describe such of 
Kabah monuments as differ in construction and sculp­
ture from those we have previously examined, and 
consequently throw additional light on Maya archi­
tecture.

A mound forms a summit platform, raised twenty 
feet, and measuring one hundred and forty-two by two 
hundred feet. Ascending the terrace from its south­
western side, buildings of the ordinary type appear 
on the right and left; the former resting on the slope 
instead of on the summit of the terrace,—that is, 
the rear wall, of great thickness, rises perpendicularly 
from the base. In the centre of the ’ " is an
enclosure seven feet high and twenty-seven feet square, 
formed of hewn stones, the lower tier of which was 
sculptured with a continuous line of hieroglyphics ex­
tending round the circumference. No picote, however, 
was found within the enclosure. Directly in front, or 
on the north-east side of the platform, a stairway of 
twenty steps, forty feet wide, leads up to a higher 
terrace, the arrangement being much like that of the 
northern building of the Casa de Monjas at Uxmal.

no mener solidez, la» injurias del ticmpo son mas évidentes sobre cuantos 
objetos se présentai! à la vista. Aûn se nota la configuraeion y trazo de las 
ni ni pas, Atrios y plazas, donde andan, conio diseminados en grupos, restos 
de altares, multitud de piedras eseuadradas talladas en medios relievos 
representando ealaveras y vanillas, trozos de eoluninas, y eornizas y estàtuas 
eaprichosas b si mix'd icas.’ This visitor descrilies most of the monuments 
mentioned by Stephens. The picote, or phallus, together with a sculptured 
head, lie brought away with him. M. F. 1\, in Rcgistro Yuc., tom. 1., pp. 
305 7.

77
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But in this case the upper platform, instead of being 
long and narrow as usual, is nearly square, and sup­
ports a building of the same shape, whose front at the 
top of the stairway measures one hundred and fifty- 
one feet. The advanced state of ruin in which the 
whole structure was found, made it difficult to form 
an idea of its original plan, and Mr Stephens’ descrip­
tion in this case fails to present clearly the idea which 
he formed on the subject. The front portion of the 
edifice, however, which is the best preserved of all, 
has two double ranges of apartments, separated by a 
very thick wall, and all under the same roof. Two 
peculiarities were noted in these rooms. The inner 
rooms of the front range have their floors two feet 
and eight inches higher than the outer, and are en­
tered from the latter by two stone steps ; while in one 
case at least these steps are cut from a single block of 
stone, the lower step taking the form of a scroll, and 
the walls at the sides are covered with carvings, as 
shown in the cut. Over the rear wall of the front 
range rises a structure of hewn stone four feet thick

Interior Steps at Kabuli.

J •»»

and fifteen feet high, which, like the turrets over the 
northern building of the Nunnery and the Casa de 
Palomas at Uxmal, could only have been intended as 
an ornament, but which from the ground beneath pre­
sents every appearance of a second story. The exte­
rior sculpture of this front, except a small portion at 
the northern end, has fallen, but enough remains to 
indicate that the decorations were most rich and elah-
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orate, though uniform; and, unlike those of any struc­
ture jet met with, they covered the whole surface of 
the front, both above and below the central cornice.

Sculptured Front at Kabuh.
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The cut shows the general appearance of these decora­
tions.68 This building is called by the natives XeoJ- 
poop, or ‘straw hat doubled up.’

At a short distance from the ruin just described, 
in a north-easterly direction, is another group, the de­
tails of whose arrangement, in the absence of a care­
fully prepared plan, it is useless to attempt to describe, 
but three new features presented by these ruins re­
quire notice. First, one of them, from a base of one 
hundred and six by one hundred and forty-seven feet, 
is built in three receding stories. That is, the roof of 
each story, or range, forms a platform, or promenade, 
before the doors of the one above ; or, in other words, 
the stories are built one above another on the slope of 
a pyramid. Second, an exterior staircase leads up

58 ‘The cornice running over the doorways, tried by the severest rules of 
art recognised among us, would emlndlish the architecture of any known 
era, and amid a mass of barbarism, of rude and uncouth conceptions, it 
stands as an offering by American builders worthy of the acceptance of a pol­
ished people.’ Stephens' Yucatan, vol. i., pp. 387 Of), with plates of the whole 
front, an enlarged portion of the same, and the interior of the room men­
tioned. Norman, Rambles in Vue., p. 14V, devotes a few lines to this build­
ing, but furnishes no details.
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from story to story. These staircases are supported 
by half of one of the regular triangular arches rest­
ing against the top of the wall of the buildings. The

55

AT

Yucatan Structure in Three Stories.

accompanying cut, although not representing this or 
any other particular building, is intended as a half 
section to illustrate the construction of the May it 
structures in several stories, and that of the stairways 
which afford access to the upper stories ; a being the 
solid mound, or terrace ; bb, the apartments or corri­
dors; d, the stajrcase; and c, an open passage under 
the half arch of overlapping stones that supports the 
stairway. I n this Kabah building the stairway lead­
ing to the foot of the third story is not immediately 
over the lower one, but in another part of the edifice. 
The third peculiarity is a double one, and is noticed 
in some of the doorways; since .here for the first time 
we find lintels of stone, supported each by a central 
column, about six feet high, of rude workmanship, 
with square blocks serving as pedestal and capital.59

The Casa de Justifia, or Court House, is one hun­
dred and thirteen feet long, divided into five rooms,

The front is ns usual decorated with sculpture, hut it is much fallen. 
Plate showing the front in Stephens' Yucatan, vul. i., p. 397.

|
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eacli nine by twenty feet. The outer wall of this 
building is plain, except groups of three pillars each 
betwéen the doorways, and four rows of short! pilas­
ters that surround it above the cornice, standing close 
tibgether like the similar ornaments on the Casa de 
Æortugas at Uxmal.

The solitary arch shown in the cut stands on a 
mound by itself. Its span is fourteen feet, and its

Arch at Kabuli.

7' ci;

top fallen. “Darkness rests upon its history, but in 
that desolation and solitude, among the ruins around, 
it stood like the proud memorial of a Roman tri­
umph."60 Kabah is not without its pyramid, which is

co Stephens' Yura tan, vol. i., pp. 308-400, with cuts of the Casa de Justifia 
and of the Arch; the latter being also ifi Baldwin's Ane. Amer., p. 130.
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one hundred and eighty feet square at the base, and 
eighty feet high, with traces of ruined apartments at 
the foot. In one of the buildings the two principal 
doorways are under the stairway which leads up to 
the second story, and over one of them was à wooden 
lintel ten feet long, composed of two beams and cov­
ered with carving that "Seemed to represent a human 
figure standing on a serpent. Mr Stephens carried 
these carved beams, which were in almost a perfect 
state of preservation, to New York, where they were 
burned. He considered them the most important rel­
ics in the country, although his drawing does not in­
dicate them to be anythirtg very remarkable, except as 
bearing a clearly cut and complicated carving, executed 
on exceedingly hard wood without implements of iron 
or steel. The building with the sculptured lintel, and 
another, stand on an immense terrace, measuring one 
hundred by eight hundred feet. One of the apart­
ments has the red hand in bright colors imprinted in 
many places on its walls. A stucco ornament, paint­
ed in bright colors, much dilapidated, but apparently 
having represented two large birds facing each other, 
was found in a room of another building. In still 
another edifice, a room is described as constructed on 
a new and curious plan, having “a raised platform 
about four feet high, and in each of the inner corners 
was a rounded vacant place, about large enough for a 
man to stand in.” Another new feature was a door­
way—the only one in the building to which it be­
longed—with sculptured stone jambs, each five feet 
eleven inches high, two feet three inches wide, and 
composed of two blocks one above the other. The • 
sculptured designs are similar one to the other, each 
consisting of a standing and kneeling figure over a line 
of hieroglyphics. One of these decorated jambs is 
shown in the cut given on the following page. The 
weapon in the hands of the kneeling figure corres­
ponds almost exactly with the Hint-edged swords 
used by the natives of the country at the time of the
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Sculptured Door-Jamb at Kabah.

conquest. Tliis group of ruins, representing an abo­
riginal city _ ’ larger and more magnificent even
than Uxmal, was discovered by the workmen who 
made tbe road, or camino real, on which the ruins 
stand; but so little interest did the discovery excite 
in the minds of travelers over the road, that the 
knowledge of it did not reach Merida.61

61 Stephen* Yucatan, vol. i., pp. 386-7, 40*2-14, with cuts and plates 
Norman, Ramble* in Yuc., pp. 148-9, thus descrilies these sculptured 
jambs, which he found where Stephens left them placed against the walls 
of the room: ‘They are alxnit six feet high and two wide; the front 
facings of which are deeply cut, representing a caçique, or other dignitary, 
in full dress, (apparently a rich Indian costume,) with a profusion of feath­
ers in his head-dress. Île is represented with his arms uplifted, holding a 
whip; a lx>y before him in a kneeling position, with his hands extended in 
supplication; underneath are hieroglyphics. The room is small, with the 
ceiling slightly curved.’

8962
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In this immediate vicinity, located on the road to 
Equelchacan, a place not to lie found on any map that 
I have seen, some artificial caverns are reported, 
probably without any sufficient authority.62

Southward and south-eastward of Kabah, all in­
cluded within a radius of eight or ten miles, are ruins 
at Sanacté, Xampon, Chack, Sabacclié, Zayi, and 
Labial, the last two being extensive and import­
ant. At Sanacté are two buildings, which stand 
in a milpa, or cornfield. One has a high ornamental 
wall on its top, and the front of another appears as 
represented in the cut. It will be noticed that in

Front of Building at Sanacté.

62 Larenaudière, Mer. et Guat., p. 321; Baril, Mexique, n. 120; Wap- 
pans, Geoq. u. Stat., p. 144. ‘Autour de cette grande ville (Vxmal), dans 
un rayon de plusieurs lieues, l’oeil admirait les cités puissantes de Nohcacah, 
de Chetulul, de Kabah, de Tanehi, de Bokal et plus tard de Nohpat, dont 
les nobles omules se découpaient dans l’azur foncé du ciel, comme autant 
de fleurons dans la couronne d’Uxmal.’ Brasseur de Bourbounj, Hist. Nat. 
Civ., torn, ii., p. 21.
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this, as in most of the structures in this region, the 
doorways have stone jambs, or posts, each of two 
pieces, instead of being formed simply by the blocks 
that compose the walls ; the lintels are also generally 
of stone. At Xampon are the remains of a building 
that was built continuously round a rectangle eighty 
by one hundred and five feet ; it is mostly fallen. In 
the immediate vicinity ruins of the ordinary type are 
mentioned under the names of Hiokowitz, Kuepak, 
and Zekilna. At Chack a two-storied building stands 
on a terrace, which is itself built on the summit of a 
natural stony hill. A very remarkable feature at 
Chack is the natural senote which supplies water to 
the modern as it did undoubtedly to the ancient in­
habitants. It is a narrow passage, or succession of 
passages and small caverns, penetrating the earth for 
over fifteen hundred feet, much of the distance the 
descent being nearly vertical. At Sabacché is a 
building of a single apartment, whose front presents 
the peculiarity of four cornices, dividing the surface 
into four nearly equal portions, the lower cornice being 
as usual at the height of the top of the doorway. The 
first space above the doorway is plain, like that below; 
but the two upper spaces are divided by pilasters into 
panels, which are filled with diamond lattice-work. 
Three other buildings were visited, and one of them 
sketched by Catherwood, but they present no new 
features except that the red hand, common here as 
elsewhere, is larger than usual.63

At Zayi, situated in the midst of a beautiful land­
scape of rolling hills, the principal edifice, called the 
Casa Grande, is built in three receding stories, as 
already explained, extending round the four sides of 
the supporting mound, which rests on a slight natural 
elevation. The lower story is one hundred and twenty 
by two hundred and sixty-five feet; the second, sixty 
by two hundred and twenty feet ; and the third, stand­
ing on the summit of the mound, is eighteen by one

63 Stephens' Yucatan, vol. ii., pp. 30-8, 41-4), 124-6.
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hundred and fifty feet. The cut shows the ground 
plan of the Casa Grande, much of which is fallen. A

Casa Grande at Zayi.

stairway thirty-two feet wide leads up to the third 
story on the front, and a narrower stairway to tltc 
second platform on the rear. Ten of the northern 
rooms in the second story are completely filled with 
stone and mortar, which for some unimaginable reason 
must have been put in while the structure was being 
built. This part of the building is known among 
the natives as the Casa Cerrada, or closed house. 
It will be noticed from the plan that the front and 
rear platforms are not exactly of the same width. 
With respect to the exterior walls, those of the lower 
range are nearly all fallen. The western portion of 
the front of the second range is shown in the cut oh 
the " ” g page. Ranges of pillars, or pilasters, 
compose the bulk of the ornamentation, both above 
and below the cornice. A strange if not very artistic 
and delicate decoration found elsewhere on this build­
ing, is the figure of a man standing on his hands with 
his legs spread apart. The lintels are of stone, and 
many of the doorways are of triple width, in which 
cases the lintel is supported by two rudely-formed 
columns, about six and a half-feet high, with square 
capitals, a$ shown in the following cut. The front 
of the third range appears to have been entirely 
plain. In another building near by “a high projec-

/

442
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Front of Casa Grande at Zayi.
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tion running along the wall” in the interior of an 
apartment is mentioned. Some five hundred yards 
directly south of the Casa Grande is a low, small, 
flat-roofed building, with a wide archway Extending 
completely through it. It is much dilapidated, and 
hardly noticeable in itself, but from the centre of its 
flat roof rises the extraordinary structure shown in 
the cut, which is a perpendicular Avail, two feet thick

pccv*-rt-yrj!
'i-T-.a-Jlcç/ tvu ’-'••-V’l.v.

Wall at Zayi.
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and thirty feet high, pierced with ranges of openings, 
or windows, which give it, as the discoverer remarks, 
tiie appearance of a New England factory. The stone 
of which it is constructed is rough, and it was orig­
inally covered with ornaments in stucco, a few of 
which still remain on the rear. The only other Zayi 
monument mentioned is an immense terrace about fif­
teen hundred feet square. Most of its surface was 
not explored, but one building was noticed and 
sketched in which the floor of the inner range of 
rooms is raised two feet and a half above that of the 
front range, being reached by steps, as was the case 
in the building at Kabah, already described. The in­
terior wall was also decorated with a row of pilasters. 
The superstitious natives, like those I have spoken of 
at Utatlan in Guatemala, hear mysterious music every 
Good Friday, proceeding from among the ruins.114

The ruins of Labnd comprise some buildings equal 
in extent and magnificence to any in Yucatan, but all 
far gone in decay. In one case a mouud forty-five 
feet in height supports a building twenty by forty- 
three feet, of the ordinary type, except that its south­
ern front is a perpendicular wall, thirty feet high 
above the cornice over the doorways. This front has 
no openings like other similar walls already noticed, 
hut was originally covered throughout its whole sur­
face with colossal ornaments in stucco, of which hut a 
few small fragments remained, the whole structure 
being, when examined, on the point of falling. Among 
the figures of which sufficient portions remain to iden­
tify their original form, are: a row of death’s heads, 
two lines of human figures in high relief, an immense 
seated human figure, a ball, or globe, supported by a 
man kneeling on one knee and by another standing

64 Stephens' Yucatan, vol. ii., pp. 10-28, with two plates in addition to 
the cutH 1 have given. Arinin, Das Heutiije Mcx., pp. 711-80, with two cut*, 
from Stephens. ‘The summits of the neighls/ring hills are capped with 
gray broken walls for many miles around.’ Norman's Humbles in Yuc., pp. 
150-3, with view of front, copied in Democratic Review, vol. xi., pp. f>30-/; 
Frost's Diet. Hist. Mcx., pp. 78-0; and Id., Great Cities, pp. 291-5.
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at its side. All the figures were painted in bright 
colors still visible, and the whole structure appeared 
to its only visitors “the most curious and extraordi­
nary” seen in the country. Another building, sur­
rounding a courtyard, which was entered through a 
gateway, differed in its plan from those seen else­
where, but the plan unfortunately is not given. Over 
each of the interior, or court, doorways, on one side 
at least, is a niche occupied by a painted stucco orna­
ment supposed to represent the sun. Near by, a ter­
race four hundred feet long and one hundred and fifty 
feet wide supports a building of two receding stories 
with a, front of two hundred and eighty-two feet. 
The upper story consists of a single line of apart­
ments and its walls are perfectly plain. The lower 
story has a double line of rooms, and its front is elab­
orately sculptured, the chief peculiarity in this front 
being that it presents three distinct styles in as many 
portions of the wall. The opposite cut shows a corner 
of this wall in which the open mouth of an alligator 
or monster, from which looks out a human face, is a 
new and remarkable feature in Maya decoration. < )n 
the roof of the lower range is a narrow opening which 
leads vertically to a chamber like those found so fre­
quently at I xmal, except that this, instead of being 
dome-shaped, is like the ordinary rooms, with triangu­
lar-arched ceiling, being seven by eleven feet and ten 
feet high. Both sides and bottom are covered with 
cement, and there is nothing but its position in the 
mass of masonry, between the arches and over the 
interior apartments, to indicate that it was not orig­
inally used as a cistern for storing water. There is 
also in connection with the ruins of Lahnd an entrance 
to what may well be supposed to have been a subter­
ranean senote like those noticed at Xcocli and Chifbk, 
but it could not be explored. It was noted that the 
natives about Labnd had much less superstitious fear 
respecting the spirits of the antiguos haunting the 
ruins than «those of most other localities, although

t
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Corner at Laima

ear even they had no desire to explore the various apart­
ments.

At Tabi, a few leagues distant, is a heap of ruins,
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from which material had been taken for the construc­
tion of a modern church, and many sculptured frag­
ments had been inserted in the walls of the hacienda 
buildings. A stream of water was pouring from the 
open mouth of a stone idol, possibly worshiped by the 
ancient inhabitants; “to such base uses,” etc. A cave 
near by was the subject of much marvelous report, 
but its exploration led to nothing in an antiquarian 
point of view.64

At Kewick, seven or eight miles southward of 
Labnd, a large space is strewn with the remains of a 
ruined city, the casa real itself being built on the ter­
race of an ancient mound. One single stone, however, 
among these ruins demands the attention of the 
reader, familiar as he now is with the general features 
of ancient Maya art. This stone is one of those 
which compose the top layer, joining the sides of the 
ceiling in one of the apartments. Singled out for 
Some inexplicable reason from its fellows, it bore a 
painting in bright colors, chiefly red and green, repre­
senting a grotesquely adorned human form surrounded 
by a line of hieroglyphics. The painting measured 
eighteen by thirty inches and was taken out from its 
place by Mr Stephens for the purpose of removal, but 
proved too heavy for that purpose. Two fronts were 
sketched by Mr Catherwood at Kewick; one had a 
line of pillars separated by diamond-shaped ornaments 
on each side of the doorway; the other was decorated 
also with a line of pillars, or pilasters, standing close 
together, as on the Casa de Tortugas at Uxmal.66

Xul, a modem village near by, stands also on the 
site of an aboriginal town, and the cura’s residence is 
built of material from an ancient mound, many sculp­
tured stones occupying prominent places in the walls; 
the church moreover contains sixteen columns from

m Stephens' Yucatan, vol. ii., pp. with plates. The cut given in
the text is also given by Baldwin, Ane. Amer., as a frontispiece. Willson s 
Amer, llist., p. 86.

66 Stephens Yucatan, vol. ii., pp. 72-8, with two plates, and cut of 
painting. Willson's A mcr. Hist., pp. 86-7.
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the neighboring ruins of Nohcacab. Two leagues 
from Xul where some ruins were seen, two apart­
ments had red paintings on the plastered walls and 
ceilings. A row of legs, suggesting a procession, 
heads decorated with plumes, and human figures 
standing on their hands, all well-drawn and natural to 
the life, were still visible, and interesting even in their 
mutilated state. The rancho buildings at Nohcacab 
—a second place of the same name as the one already 
mentioned towards Uxmal—are also decorated with 
relics from the ‘old walls,’ but nothing of interest was 
seen in connection with the ruins themselves, except 
one room in which the ceiling formed an acute angle 
at the top instead of being united by a layer of hori­
zontal stones as in other places.67

Some leagues further eastward, in the neighbor­
hood of the town of Tekax, ruins are mentioned at 
Sacacal, Ticum, Santa Maria, and Chacchob. At Sa- 
cacal is a chamber with an opening at the top, as at 
Labnii, only much larger; and this one has also three 
recesses, about two feet deep, in the sides. An apart­
ment here has a painted stone in the top layer as at 
Kewick ; and one building has its wall rounded instead 
of straight, although this is oidy on the exterior, the 
inner surface being straight as usual. The remains at 
Ticum were only reported to exist by the Cura of San 
José. At Santa Maria a high mound only was seen.68 

At Chacchob ruins of the usual type are represented, 
by a Spanish writer in a Yucatan magazine, to be en­
closed within a wall, straight from north to south, the 
rest of the circumference of over six thousand feet 
being semi-circular. The only entrance is in the cen­
tre of the straight side. A well occupies the centre 
of the enclosure, the chief pyramid is on the' summit 
of a natural elevation, and in one room a door was 
noticed which was much wider at the top than at the 
bottom. On the edge of a wall eight hundred varas

67 Stephens' Yuen tan, vol. ii., pp. 83-4, 87-94.
68 /</., vol. ii., pp. ‘235-43.
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distant, grooves worn by the ropes formerly used in 
drawing water are still to be seen.69

Further north, in the north-eastern corner of the 
rectangle which contains our central group of ruins, 
are Akil and Mani, the relics of the former locality, 
so far as known, being chiefly built into the walls 
of modern buildings. Myii was a prominent city at 
the time of the concpiest, and the modern village 
stands on the remains of the aboriginal town, mounds 
and other relics not described being yet visible. Mr 
Stephens here found some documents, dating back to 
the coming of the Spaniards, which are of great im­
portance in connection with the question of the an­
tiquity of the Yucatan ruins, and will be noticed when 
I come to speak of that point. The only monuments 
of the central group remaining to be mentioned are 
those of CliUnhuhu, in the extreme south-western corner 
of the rectangle. These are very extensive, evidently 
the remains of a large city, and several of the build­
ings were sketched by Mr Catherwood, being of one 
story, and having grotesque human figures as a prom­
inent feature in their exterior decoration. ( )ne is 
plastered on the outside, as Mr Stephens thinks all 
the Yucatan buildings may have been originally—that 
is, on the plain portions of their walls. One front has 
the frequently noticed line of close-standing pilasters, 
with full-length human figures at intervals, which 
stand with uplifted hands, as if supporting the weight 
of the upper cornice.70

The next, or eastern, group of Yucatan ; ""es 
includes little beside the ruined city of Chichen Itza,71

09 Un Curioso, in Reg intro Yuc., tom. i., pp. 207-8, 351.
70 Stephens Yucatan, vol. ii., pp. 249, 258-01, 130-5, with finir platen

illustrating the ruina of Chunhuhu. At Mani ‘a pillory of a conical aliapc, 
built of atones, and to the southward riaea a very ancient palace.’ Soza, in 
Rio's Description, p. 7. * Un voit encore prè» de Mani lea restes d’un
édifice construit sur une colline. On apjadle cette ruine le temple de las 
monjas del fuego.' Waldcck, Voy. Pitt., p. 48.

71 Authorities on Chichen Itza. Landa, Relacion, pp. 340-7, Lauda de­
scribing the ruina from j)eraonal observation, having liven bishop of Mérida 
for several years, and died in the country in 1579; Fricderichsthul, in Nuu-

5674
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a city which was famous in the ancient traditionary 
annals of the Mayas, whose structures served both 
natives and Spaniards as fortifications at the time of 
the conquest, and whose ruins have been more or less 
known to the inhabitants of the country since that 
epoch. The ruins lie twenty miles west of Valladolid, 
the chief town of the eastern portion of the statu, on 
a public road in plain view of all travelers by that 
route. I n this case the original Maya name has been 
retained, Chichen meaning ‘iùouth of wells,’ and 
Itza being the name of a branch of the Maya people, 
or of a royal family, which played a most prominent 
part in Yucatan history. The name Chichen comes 
probably from two great senotes which supplied the 
ancient city with water, and which differ from the 
complicated underground passages noted in other parts 
of the state, being immense natural pits of great depth, 
with nearly perpendicular sides, the only traces of 
artificial improvement being in the winding steps that 
lead down to the watens ,,surfa(fe, and slight remains 
of a wall about the edge of thd precipice. So far as 
explored, the remains may be iifcltided in a rectangle 
measuring.two thousand by three thousand feet, and 
their arrangement is shown in the plan on the next 
page, made by Mr Catherwood.73

relies Annales des Voy., 1841, tom. xcii., pp. 300, 302, 304-0,—this author 
*having visited Vliichcn in 1840, directed thereto by the advice of Mr Ste­
phens, wlio hud heard rumors of the existence of extensive remains; Stejdiens' 
Yucatan, vol. ii pp. 282-324,—whose visit was from March 11 to 29, 1842, 
and whose description, as usual, is much more complete than that of other 
explorers; Norman's Rambles in Yuc., pp. 104-28, the corresponding sur­
vey having lasted from February’ 10 to 14, 1842; Chamay, Ruines Amir.t 
pp. 339-40, phot. 20-34,—from an exploration in 1858. Thomas Lopez Medel 
is also mentioned in Nouvelles Annales des Voy., 1843, tom. xevii., pp. 38, 
43, as having visited Chichen by authority of tlie Guatemalan government. 
Other authors who publish accounts of Chichen, made up from the works 
of the preceding actual explorers, are as follows: Annin, Das Ifcutige Mex., 
pp. 80-3; Baldwin's Ane. Amer., pp. 140-4; Brasseur de Bourbourg, Hist. 
Nat. Civ., tom. ii., p. 15; Frost's Créât Cities, pp. 282 91; Morelet, Voyage, 
torn, i., pp. 180, 193; Willson's Amer. Hist., no. 49-82; Davis' Anfiy. 
Amer., p. 6; 1 Vappiius, Ceog. u. Stat., p. 144; Mayer's Mex. Aztec, etc., 
vol. ii., ]». 179, cut; Democratic Review, vol. xi., pp. 534-0; Gallatin, in 
Amer. Ft lino. Soc., Transact., vol. i., p. 174; Schott, ill Smithsonian Rept., 
1871, im. 423 4.

72 Plan from Stephens. The only other plan is that given by Norman, 
which, in distances and the arrangement of the buildings with respect to
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each other, presents not the «lightest similarity with TKe’ probably accurate 
drawings of Stephens ami Catherwood. ‘ The ruins of Chichen lie oil a 
hacienda, called by the name of the ancient city.* 1 The first stranger who 
ever visited them xvas a native of Ncw-York,’ Mr John Burke. First 
brought to the notice of the world by Friederichsthal. ‘The plan is made 
from bearings taken with the compass, and the distances were nil measured 
with a line. The buildings are laid down on the plan according to their 
exterior form. All now standing are comprehended, and the whole circum-
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Perhaps the most remarkable of the Chichen edi­
fices is that known as the Nunnery, marked H on the 
plan.73 Of course in this and other buildings I shall 
confine my description chiefly to points of contrast 
with ruins already mentioned, and well known to the 
reader. Supporting the Nunnery, instead of a pyra­
mid, we have for the first time a solid mass of masonry 
one hundred and twelve by one hundred and sixty feet, 
rising with perpendicular sides to a height of about 
thirty-two feet. On the summit, with a base one 
hundred and four feet long, is a building in two re­
ceding stories, of which the upper, whose summit was 
sixty-five feet above the ground, is almost entirely in 
ruins. The first story is better preserved, and its 
front was decorated with sculpture of which no draw­
ings have been made. In the centre of the northern 
side a stairway fifty-six feet wide leads up, with 
thirty-nine steps, to the top of the solid basement, 
which forms a broad promenade round the superim­
posed building, and continues with fifteen additional 
steps to the roof of the first story. One room in this

ferencc occupied by them in about two miles... though ruined buildings 
apjiear lieyond these limits.’ ‘In all the buildings, from some cause not 
easily accounted for, while one varies ten degrees one way, that immedi­
ately adjoining varies twelve or thirteen degrees in another;’ still the plan 
shows no such arrangement. Stephens’ Yucatan, vol. ii., pp. 282-3, 290, 312. 
The modern church ‘entièrement composée de pierres enlevées aux temples 
et aux palais dont j'allais étudier les ruines.’ The proprietor ‘me proposa 
la cession de sa propriété et des ruines pour la somme de deux mille pias­
tres.’ Charnay, Ruines Amér.t pp. 330, 344-5. 4 A city which, 1 hazard little
in saving, must have been one of the largest the world lias ever seen. 1 
beheld liefore me, for a circuit of many miles in diameter, the walls of pal­
aces and temples and pyramids, more or less dilapidated.’ ‘No marks of 
human footsteps, no signs of previous visiters, were discernible; nor is 
there good reason to believe that any person, whose testimony of the fact 
has been given to the world, had ever lief ore broken the silence which reigns 
over these sacred tombs of a departed civilization.’ Norman's Rambles in 
Vue., m>. 108-9. Thirty-three leagues from Valladolid, and twentv-tive 
from Merida. ‘ Une grotte offre, il une profondeur de 52 pieds, un petit étang 
d’eau douce, auquel on descend par des degrés taillés'dans le roc, et se pro­
longeant au-dessous de la surface de l’eau.’ Fricdcriehsthal, in Nouvelles A fi­
nales des Voy., 1841, torn, xcii., pp. 304-f>.

73 ‘Le bijou de Chichen pour la richesse des sculptures.’ Chamay, Ruines 
Amér., p. 342. ‘The most strange and incomprehensible pile of architec­
ture that my eyes ever beheld—elaborate, elegant, stupendous.’ Norman's 
Rambles in Yuc., p. 119. Norman calls the building House of the Ca­
ciques.
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first story is forty-seven feet long; several contain 
niches in their walls, extending from floor to ceiling 
and hearing traces of having been covered with 
painted figures, some of them human with plumed 
heads ; and some of the apparent doorways arc false, 
or walled up, evidently from the date of their first 
construction. Attached to the eastern end of the 
solid structure is a projecting wing, shown in the plan, 
sixty feet long, thirty-five feet wide, and twenty-five 
feet high, consisting of only a single story, and di­
vided into nine apartments, several of which are filled 
up with solid masonry. The lintels throughout the 
Nunnery are of stone, and the interior walls of the rooms 
are plastered. The exterior walls of this eastern wing 
arc covered with rich sculpture, both above and below 
the cornice, but this sculpture presents no contrasts 
with that of Uxmal, or other cities, sufficiently 
striking to be verbally described. Only a few feet 
from the eastern end of the Nunnery, and indeed de­
scribed by Charnay as wings of that edifice, are the 
two small buildings a and b of the plan. The former 
is thirteen by thirty-eight feet, and twenty feet high; 
the latter, sometimes known as the Iglesia, or Church, 
is fourteen by twenty-six feet, and thirty-one feet 
high, containing only one room. These structures 
present a most imposing appearance by reason of their 
great height in proportion to their ground dimensions.74

74 ‘L’édifîee appelé In ram de Ins Moving (la maison des nonnes) est long 
de 157 pieds, large de 8(1, haut de 47. l)ans la partie inférieure, il n’y a 
pas de trace d’ouverture. L’étage supérieur a des chambres nombreuses; 
les linteaux des portes sont ornés d'hieroglyplies.’ Friederichsthal, in Nou­
velles Annules des Voy., 1841, torn, xcii., p. 305. ‘La porte (east front), sur­
montée de l’inscription du palais, possède en outre une ornementation du 
clochetons de pierre qui rappellent, comme ceux des coins de plusieurs édi­
fices, la manière chinoise ou japonaise. Au-dessus, se trouve un magni­
fique médaillon représentant un chef la tête ceinte d’un diadème de plumes; 
«piant ii la vaste frise qui entoure le palais, elle est comj>osée d’une foule de 
têtes énormes représentant des idoles, dont le nez est lui-même enrichi d’une 
figure parfaitement dessinée. Ces têtes sont séparées par des panneaux de 
mosaïque en croix, assez communs dans le Yucatan.’ ‘Ix* développement 
du palais et de la pyramide est d’environ soixante-quinze mètres.’ Charnay, 
Jlntnrs A mér., np. 342-3. Photograph 30 shows the eastern front, and} 29 
the northern, of the wing; 20 the north side of the building n\ 27 the east­
ern, and 28 the southern front of the Iglesia, 0. ‘La facade (eastern) est
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The building G of the plan, instead of standing on 
an artificial mound, rests on the level plain, but the 
usual effect is produced by excavating the surface 
about it, thus giving it the appearance of resting on 
a raised foundation. It measures forty-eight by one 
hundred and forty-nine feet, and its outer walls are 
perfectly plain. The roof is reached by a stairway 
forty-five feet wide in the centre of the eastern front, 
while, corresponding Avith the stairway, on the western 
front is a solid projection thirty-four by forty-four feet, 
of unknown use. The floor of the inner range of 
rooms is one foot higher than that of the outer, and 
on the under surface of a lintel in one of the interior 
doorways is the sculptured design shown in the cut 
on the following page, surrounded by a row of hiero­
glyphics, of which only a small portion are included 
in the cut, but which are of the same type as those 
we have seen at Copan. The subject seems to be 
some mysterious incantation or other sacrificial rite, 
and the hieroglyphics, known as the ‘writing in the 
dark,’ in Maya akab-tzib, have given their name to 
the building.75

même d'uh beau caractère, et la composition <le la porte avec le lias-relief 
«pii la Htuimmte est pleine d'une grandeur sauvage, d’un effet saisissant. 
Mieux tyaités que dans les exemples précédents, l’appareil des parements 
est plus/régulier, et il présente cette particularité très-remarquable, qu’il 
s'accorde exactement avec la décoration.’ Viollet-le-I)ue, in h/., p. 60. East 
wing 32oy f>0 feet, and ‘JO feet high. ‘Over the door-way . . . . is a heavy lintel 
of stone, containing two double rows of hieroglyphics, with a sculptured 
ornament intervening. Above these are the remains of hooks carved in 
stone, with raised lines of drapery running through them.... over which, 
surrounded hv a variety of chaste and lieautifully executed borders, en­
circled within a wreath, is a female figure in a sitting posture, in basso- 
relievo, having a head-dress of feathers, cords, and tassels, and the neck 
ornamented.’ Building a, lOxdûx'JMeet ; building b, 13x2*2x36 feet. Main 
platform 7fix 100 feet. ‘On the ea/tem end of these rooms (in 1st story over 
the solid basement ) is a hall running transversely, four feet wide.... one 
side of which is filled with a variety of sculptured work, principally rosettes 
and borders, with rows of small pilasters; having three square recesses.’ 
Norman's Rambles in Yuc., mi. 169-73, with view of eastern front of wing, 
and of north front of the whole structure. ‘Over the doorway (eastern 
front) are twenty small cartouches of hieroglyphics in four rows, five in a 
row.’ Stephens' Yucatan, vol. ii.. p. 293, with plates of eastern front, north­
ern front, and the Iglesia.

Akab-Tzib ami not Akatzeeb, as Stephens spells it. Brasseur de Hour- 
bourfj, Hist. Nat. Cir., tom. ii., p. 12; Stephens' Yucatan, vol. ii., pp. 291 — 
2, with plate of front and of the sculptured lintel. 1 Those (rooms) fronting 

Vol. IV. 15
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Sculptured Lintel at Chichcn.

hi the northern part of the city, at B, is the Pyra­
mid, or Castle, of ( 'hichen. 1 ts hase is one hundred and 
ninety-seven by two hundred and two feet ; its height 
about seventy-five feet; and its summit platform sixty- 
one hy sixty-four feet. A stairway thirty-seven feet 
wide leads up the western slope to the platform, and 
on the north is another stairway of ninety steps forty- 
four feet wide, having solid balustrades which termi­
nate at the bottom up two immense serpent’s heads 
ten feet long, with open mouths and protruding tongues 
as in the opposite cut. ( hi the platform stands a build­
ing forty-three by forty-nine feet, and about twenty

the south arc the most remarkable, the inner doorways having each a stone 
lintel of an unusually large size, measuring thirty-two inches wide, forty- 
eight long, and twelve deep; having on its inner side a sculptured figure of 
an Indian in full dress, with cap and feathers, sitting upon a cushioned 
seat, finely worked; having before him a vase containing flowers, with liis 
right hand extended over it, his left resting upon the side of the cushion 
the whole Isirdcred with hieroglyphics. The front part of this lintel con­
tains two rows of hieroglyphics. 4it x 150 x 20 feet, walls 3 feet thick. 
Norman's Rambles in Yuc., pp. 123-4. ‘Un énorme bâtiment prés des 
Nonnes, mais totalemente dénué de sculptures.’ Charnay, Ruines Anilr., 
p. 344.
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CHICHEX—THE CASTLE.

Serpent italuHtrade at Chiche».

loot high, having only a single doorway in the centre 
of each front. These doorways have all wooden lin­
tels elaborately carved, and the jamhs, prohahly of 
stone, although Norman says they are of wood are 
also covered with sculpture. The upper portion of 
one of these sculptured jamhs is represented in the

poli­

tick.
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cut, and the designs on the others are of a similar
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Curved Door-Jamb in the Castle.

general character. The northern doorway, which 
seems to have been the principal entrance, is twenty 
feet wide and its lintel is supported by two columns, 
each eight feet and eight inches high, with projecting 
bases, and having their entire surface decorated, like 
the jambs at the sides, with sculptured figures. The 
interior plan of this building differs materially from 
any we have met; since the doorways on the cast, 
west, and south open into a corridor six feet wide, 
which extends without partition walls round the three 
corresponding sides of the edifice; while the northern 
doorway gives access also to a corridor forty feet long 
and six and a third feet wide. Through the centre of 
the rear wall of this corridor a doorway leads into a 
room twelve feet nine inches by nineteen feet eight 
inches, and seventeen feet high. This room also dif­
fers widely from any before described, for its ceiling, 
instead of being formed by a single triangular arch 
running lengthways, has two transverse arches sup-
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ported by immense carved zapote-beams stretched 
across the room, and which rest, each at its centre, on 
two square pillars whose dimensions are twenty-two 
inches on each side and nine feet in height. The cut 
shows the ground plan of this remarkable structure,

■ a m

Ground Plan of the Castle.

the squares at a representing the feet of the interior 
pillars, and the circles at b, the pillars that support 
the lintel of the northern doorway.76

76 Stephens' Yucatan, vol. ii., pp. 311-17, with plates of north front of 
the castle and its pyramid, and the interior of the room, besides the eut of 
the monsters’ heads given in my text. Bishop Landu gives a description 
prohahly intended for this edifice and even gives a plan of it. His account, 
except in mentioning four stairways, agrees very well with that of later 
visitors, ami is as follows: ‘This edifice has four stairways facing the four 
parts of the world; they are 33 feet wide, each having VI steps, very diffi­
cult of ascent. The stens have the same height and width as ours. Knelt 
stairway has two low balustrades, two feet wide, of good stonework like all 
the building. The edifice is not sharp-cornered, localise from the ground 
upward between the balustrades the cubic blocks are rounded, ascending 
by tlegrees and elegantly narrowing the building. There was, when 1 saw 
it, at the foot of each balustrade a tierce serpent’s mouth very strangely 
worked. Above the stairways there is on the summit a small level plat­
form in which is an edifice of four rooms. Three of them extend round 
without interruption, each having a dour in the middle and being covered 
with an arch. The northern room is of peculiar form, and has a corridor of 
great pillars. The middle one, which must have liven a kind of little court 
between the rooms, has a door which lends to the northern corridor and is 
closed with wood at the top, and served for burning perfumes. In the en­
trance of this door or corridor is a kind of coat of arms sculptured in stone, 
which 1 could not well understand.’ Lamia, Rclacinn, pp. 34*2-4. fiât) feet 
in circumference at. the base, its sides facing the cardinal points. ‘The 
angles and sides were beautifully laid with stones of an immense size, grad­
ually lessening, as the work approached the summit.’ Stairways on north 
and cast 30 feet wide and narrowing toward the top. The south and west
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The building at A of the plan is called by the na­
tives the Iglesia, by Norman the Temple, by Charnay 
the Cirque, and by Stephens the Gymnasium. The 
latter names were applied from the supposition that 
the structure served for a peculiar game of ball to 
which the Aztec kings, at least, if not the Mayas, 
were much addicted. Landa seems, however, entitled 
to the honor of having invented this theory, since he 
speaks of buildings in this part of Chichen devoted to 
amusements.77 This structure is very similar to the 
one marked H on the plan of Uxmal. It consists 
of two parallel walls, thirty by two hundred and 
seventy-four feet, twenty-six feet high, and one hun­
dred and twenty feet apart. The inner walls facing 
each other present a plain undecorated surface, but in 
the centre of each, about twenty feet from the ground, 
is fixed by means of a tenon, a stone ring four feet in 
diameter and thirteen inches thick, with a hole nine­
teen inches in diameter through the centre, surrounded 
by two sculptured serpents intertwined as in the fol­
lowing cut. M. Charnay found only one of these 
rings in place at the time of his visit. The south end 
of the eastern wall served as a base to superimposed 
buildings or ranges of apartments erected on it after 
tbe manner of all the Yucatan structures of more 
than one story. The upper range has a part of its 
exterior wall still standing, covered with sculpture, 
which includes, among other devices, a procession of 
tigers or lynxes. In the interior, massive sc

slopes also mount in steps, each four feet high. Monsters’ heads at foot 
of eastern stairway. Slope 100 feet; building 4*2 feet square; stone door­
jambs have holes drilled through their inner angles; interior walls are plas­
tered and painted with figures now very dim; roof ]>erfectly flat and covered 
with soil. This author in his whole description evidently confounds the 
north with the east front. Norman's Rambles in Vue., pp. 115-17, with 
view of pyramid. Charnay1» phot. 32 gives a view of the Chateau. 120 
feet high, 150 feet square at base; platform 60 feet souare; 80 steps in the 
stairway. Friederichst/uil, in Nouvelles Annales des Voij., 1841, tom. xcii., 
p 304. *

77 ‘Tenia delantc la escalera del corte (of the castle) algo aparté dos 
teatros de canteria pequenos de a quatro esealeras, y enlosados por arriba 
en que dizen représenta van las farsas y comedias para solaz del pueblo.’ 
Landa, Rrlaciun, p. 344.

0210
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Stone Ring at Chichcn.

pillars and door-posts, with carved zapote lintels ap­
pear, but what seemed to Mr Stephens “the greatest 
gem of aboriginal art which on the whole Continent 
of America now survives,” was the series of paintings 
in bright colors which cover the wall and ceiling of 
one of the chambers. The paintings are so much 
damaged and the plaster so scratched and fallen, that 
the connection of the whole cannot be made out, but 
detached subjects were copied, one of which is the 
boat represented in the cut, inserted here because of 
the rarity of all species of watercraft in our surviving

Painted Boat in the Gymnasium.
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relics of aboriginal decoration. The other paintings 
represent human figures in various postures and occu­
pations, battles, processions, houses, trees, and other 
objects. Blue, red, yellow, and green are the colors 
employed, all the human figures moreover being tinted 
a reddish brown. It is, however, the supposed re­
semblance of these figures to some of the Aztec 
sculpture and picture-writings that gave this room 
and the one below it in the same building their great 
importance in Mr. Stephens’ eyes. We shall be bet­
ter qualified to appreciate this resemblance after our 
study of Mexican antiquities in a future chapter. 
The lower room referred to has its inner surface ex­
posed to the open air, the outer wall having fallen. 
It is covered with figures sculptured in bas-relief, also 
originally painted, of which a specimen is shown in

Sculptured Design in the Gymnasium.

the cut, consisting of human forms, each with plumed 
head-dress, and bearing in bis hand what seems to 
be a bunch of spears or arrows, marching in a pro­
cession, or as the natives say, engaged in a dance. 
< )ne hundred feet from the northern and southern 
ends of the parallel walls, and very probably connected 
with them in the uses to which they were by their 
builders applied, are the two small buildings at c and 
d of the plan. The southern building is eighty-one 
feet long, the northern only thirty-five, containing 
a single apartment. Both are much ruined, but each
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Red House at Chichen.

The Imilding at E on the plan is called by the 
natives Chichanchob, or Red House ; Charnay terms 
it the Prison. It’s front is shown in the cut, the 
whole being in an excellent state of preservation.

78 Stephens' Yucatan, vol. ii., j»p. 303-11. Vîntes giving a general view 
of the (iymnasium, the front of the building on tin; euHtern wall, and the 
painted and sculptured figures. ‘ Le monument se composait autrefois de 
deux pyramides |K*rpendiculuires et paraiIMes, d’un dévclop|>emcnt de vent 
dix metres environ, avec jdate-forme uisposce ]Huir les s|K*ctateurs. Aux ex­
trémités deux jM-tits édifices semblables, sur une esplanade de six métrés de 
hauteur, devaient servir aux juges, ou d'habitation aux guardiens du gym­
nase.’ ( )f the two chambers on the eastern wall, ‘ la seconde, entière au­
jourd'hui, est couverte de peintures. Ve sont des guerriers et des prêtres 
quelques-uns avec hurl te noire et drajiés dans de vastes tunnpies, la tête 
ornée de coiffures diverses. Les couleurs employées sont le noir, le jaune, 
le rouge, et le blanc. . . . Dans le bas et en dehors du monument se trouve la 
salle dont nous donnons les bas-reliefs, qui sont certainement ce qu’il y a de 
plus curieux it Vhiehen-Itza. Toutes les figures en bas-relief, sculptées sur 
les murailles de cette salle, ont conservé le type de la race indienne exis­
tante.’ Charnay, Ituincs Arnér., pp. 140-1. Vhut. 33 and 34 show the

presents the remains of two sculptured columns, and 
one of them has carvings on the walls and ceilings 
of its chamber besides. A horizontal row of circular 
holes in the exterior walls are conjectured by M. 
Viollet-le-Duc to have held timbers which supported 
a kind of outer balcony or sun-sliade.78
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The three doorways lead into a corridor extending 
the whole length of the building, forty-three feet, 
through which three corresponding doorways give 
access to three small apartments in the rear. Over 
these doorways, and running the whole length of the 
corridor, is a narrow stone tablet on which is sculp­
tured a row of hieroglyphics, of which the first and 
best preserved portion is shown in the cut. Their sim-

Hieroglyphic Tablet at Chicben.
saa ü

ilarity to, if not identity with, the characters at Copan, 
will be seen at a glance. There are traces of paint­
ing on the walls of the three rear rooms.79 The build­
ing D presents nothing of particular interest.

At F is the Caracol, or winding staircase, called 
also by Norman the Dome, a building entirely differ­
ent in form and plan from any we have seen. Of the 
two supporting rectangular terraces, the lower is one
sculptured procession of tigers and that of human figures, of which I have 
given a portion in my text. ‘On observera (pie les joints des pierres ne 
sont pas coupla conformément il l'habitude des constructeurs d'appareils, 
mais que les pierres, ne formant pas liaison, présentent plusieurs joints les 
uns au-dessus des autres, et ne tiennent que par l’adhérence des mortiers, 
qui les réunit au blocage intérieur. Par le fait, ces parements ne sont autre 
chose qu’une décoration, un revêtement collé devant un massif.’ Viollct-lr- 
Duc, in hf., pp. 48-9. Walls stand on foundations about 10 feet high; col­
umns two feet in diameter; walls 250 x 10x26 feet and 130 feet apart; 
building of southern wall (eastern, Norman having completely lost his reck­
oning at Chichen in the points of the compass) 24 feet nigh; rings two feet 
thick; line of rubbish in form of a curve connecting main and end walls 
(c and (/). General view of the Temple and cut of the ring. Norman's Ram­
bles in Vue., pp. 111-15. Walls 202 x 18 x 27 feet. Fridlerichsthal, in 
Nouvelles Annales des Voy., 1841, tom. xcii., p. 305.

79 Cuts from Stephens' Yueatan, vol. ii , pp. 300-1. Terrace 55 by 02 feet; 
stairway 20 feet wide; building 23 by 43. lb. ‘ Foundations of about twenty 
feet in height, which were surrounded and sustained by well-cemented 
walls of hewn stone with curved angles’ 240 feet in circumference. Build­
ing 21 bv 40 feet. ‘Across these halls were beams of wood, creased as if 
they had been worn by hammock-ropes.1 Norman's Rambles in ) tie., pp. 
124-5. Foundation only two mètres nigh, but photograph 31 shows this to 
l>e an error. Charnay, Ruines Amir., p. 344. ‘Deux petits temples (E and 
D), ayant leur façade au sud et h l’est; le vestibule du premier est orné 
d’hiéroglyphes.’ Friederichsthal, in Nouvelles Annales des Voy., 1841, torn, 
xcii., p. 305.
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liundred and fifty by two hundred and twenty-three 
feet, and the upper is fifty-five by eighty feet. A 
stairway of twenty steps, forty-five feet wide, leads 
up to the former, and another of sixteen steps, forty- 
two feet wide, to the latter. The lower stairway had 
a balustrade formed of two intertwined serpents. On 
the upper platform is the Caracol, a circular building 
twenty-two feet in diameter and about twenty-four 
feet high, its roof being dome-shaped instead of flat. 
The annexed section and ground plan illustrate its

The Caracol at Chichen.

peculiar construction. Two narrow corridors, with 
plastered and painted walls, extend entirely round the 
circumference, and the centre is apparently a solid 
mass of masonry.80

The only remaining monument at Chichen which 
demands particular mention is that at < ' on the plan. 
Here occur large numbers, three hundred and eighty

80 Stephens' Yucatan, vol. ii , pp. 298-300, with view of the building. 
This author is at fault so far as dimensions are concerned, since 4 and 5 
feet, the width of the corridors, and 3 if feet, half the diameter of the solid 
central mass, exceed 11 feet, half the diameter of the whole building, to 
say nothing of the two walls. 4 Bâti en manière de mur à limaçon.’ Char- 
inn/, ltuincs Ainér., p. 344. Top of first terrace, 3(1 feet high, 1*25 feet 
sipiare; second terrace 50 feet square ami 1*2 feet high; on this terrace is a 
pyramidieal square 50 feet high, divided into rooms; on the centre of this 
sun a re is the Dome ‘three conic structures, one within the other, a space 
of six feet intervening; each cone communicating with the others by door­
ways, the inner one forming the shaft. At the height of about ten feet, 
the cones are united bv means of transoms of zuporte. Around these cones 
are evidences of spiral stairs, leading to the summit.’ It is clear that either 
Stephens’ description or that of Norman is very incorrect. Norman com­
pares this Dome to a ‘(Jrecnan Temple’ in Donegal, Ireland. Humbles in 
Yae., pp. 118-19, with a cut which agrees with Stephens’ cut and text. 
Tower 50 feet high, 3(1 feet in diameter; surrounding wall 75(’> feet in circum­
ference and twenty-five feet high. Fricdcrichsthal, in Nouvelles Annales des 
Yoij., 1841, turn, xcii., p. 305.
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having been counted, of small square columns from 
three to six feet high, each composed of several sepa­
rate pieces, one placed on another, standing in rows 
of from three to five abreast, round an open space 
some four hundred feet square, and also extending ir­
regularly in other directions in connection with vari­
ous mounds. The use of these columns is entirely 
unknown; hut any structure which they may have 
supported must have been of wood, since absolutely 
no vestiges remain.81 Besides the monuments de­
scribed, there are the usual heaps of ruins, mounds, 
fallen walls, and sculptured blocks, scattered over the 
plain for miles in every direction. Chiehen was evi­
dently a great capital and religious centre, and its 
ruins present, as the reader has doubtless noticed, 
very many points of contrast with those of the cen­
tral or Uxmal group.82

Ruins are mentioned by Mr Wappaus as existing 
at Tinum, a short distance north-west of Chiehen; 
and are also indicated, on Malte-Brun’s map already 
referred to, at Espita, still farther north, and at Xocen, 
a few miles south of Valladolid. At Sitax, near Ti­
num, a vase, ‘something of the Etruscan shape,’ from 
some of the ruined cities, was seen by Mr Norman. 
At Coha, eastward from Valladolid, the curate of 
Cliemax, in a report of his district prepared for the

81 Four hundred and eighty bases of overthrown columns. ‘Des colon­
nades qui, bien que d’une const ruction lourde, surnrennent par leur étendue.’ 
Friedcrielosthul, loc. vit., pp. 302, 300; Stephens 1 ucatan, vol. ii., pp. 317-18, 
and view.

82 ‘Had the Spaniards selected this for the site of their city of Valladolid, 
a few leagues distant, it is highly probable that not a vestige of the ancient 
edifices would now be seen.’ Gallatin, in Amer. Kt/uio. Sor., Transact., vol. 
i , |>. 174. ‘Lieu qui offre lieaucoup l’apparence d’une ville sainte.’ Frirde- 
richstkal, loc. eit., p. 300. Dr Arthur Schott discourses, in the Smith- 
son tan Kept., 1871, pp. 423-5, on a face, or mask, of ‘semiagatized xyolite, 
still hearing the marks of silicified coniferous wood, a fossil probably foreign 
to the soil of the peninsula.’ It was found at Chiehen, and the Doctor thinks 
it may have some deep mythologie meaning, which lie generously leaves to 
some other ethnologist to decipher. Norman, Rambles in Y ne., j ». 127, 
states that the hewn blocks of stone at Chiehen are uniformly 12 by (> inch­
es. M. Waldeck, l"op. Pitt., y. 47, speaks of a reported silver collar l>eur- 
ing an inscription in Creek, Hebrew, and Phoenician letters, found in the 
‘grottes cristallines de Chixhen.’ But even this enthusiastic antiquarian 
looks at this report with much distrust.
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government, described slightly ranges of buildings in 
two stories. They are said to be built of stones, each 
of which measures six square yards ; this is very like­
ly an error, and no other peculiarities were spoken 
of worthy of mention. The same cura discovered on 
the hacienda of Kantunile far north-eastward toward 
the coast several mounds, and in one of them three 
skeletons, at whose head were two\ earthen vases. 
One of these was tilled with the relics shown in the 
cuts on the following page, consisting of implements, 
ornaments, and two carved shells. The shell carvings 
are in low relief, and the arrow-heads, with which 

-the other vase was nearly filled, were of obsidian, a 
material not known to exist in Yucatan, and which 
must consequently he supposed to have been brought 
from more northern volcanic states of Mexico, where 
it formed the usual material of knives and many other 
aboriginal implements and weapons. Besides those 
different articles, was a horn-handled penknife in the 
same vase, proving that this burial deposit was made 
subsequently to the coming of Europeans.83

I now come to the northern group of Yucatan An­
tiquities, which is separated from the Uxmal group by 
the low sierra before mentioned as running from north­
west to south-east across this portion of the state. 
First in this group are the ruins of the ancient Ticul, 
on the hacienda of San Francisco close to the modern 
town of Ticul, and just across the sierra from Nolica- 
cab. Here are thirty-six mounds, or pyramids, all 
visible from one of the highest when the trees are free 
from foliage. Most of the elevations support build­
ings, but these are so completely ruined that nothing 
can be known of the original city, save that it must 
have been of great extent. These ruined piles have 
served as quarries to supply building material at 
Ticul, which is almost entirely built of stone. Many

81 Wappdus, Geoff, v. S'tat., p. 144; Norman's Rambles in Vue., p. 87; 
Stephens' Yucatan, vol. ii., pp. 340-4.
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relics are preserved in the town, but the only one par­
ticularly noticed is the earthen vase shown in the cut.

Ë

Earthen Vase from Ticul.

It is five inches in diameter and four and a half 
inches high, and the reader will notice a similarity of 
style between the figures on its front and those carved 
on the burial relics of Kantunile previously shown. 
Between two of the mounds of San Francisco, a 
square stone wall filled with earth and stones was 
opened, and in it, under a large flat stone, was found 
a skeleton sitting with knees against the stomach and 
hands clasping the neck, facing the west. I n connec­
tion with this skeleton were found a large earthen 
vase, or water-jar, empty, and a deer’s-horn needle, 
sharp at one end and having an eye at the other.
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Mr Norman calls this group of mounds Ichmul, sup­
poses them all to he sepulchres, and says that several 
have been opditeti and disclosed sitting skeletons, with 
pots at their feet, and even interior rooms. M. Wal- 
deck briefly mentions in many parts of his work the 
ruins of Tixualajtun, which may possibly be identical 
with 'ficul, and which bear carved stones, indicating 
by -their number and position in the walls an age of 
at least three thousand years.84

About ten miles northward of Ticul, and twenty- 
five miles southward of Merida is the rancho of San 
Joaquin, included in the hacienda of Xcanchakan, on 
which are the remains of Mayapan, the ancient Maya 
capital. According to the traditional annals of the 
country Mayapan was destroyed by an enemy, in one 
of the many civil conflicts that desolated Yucatan, 
not much more than a century before the Spanish con-
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Mound at Mayapan

Stephens' Yucatan, vol. i., pp. 272-85; Norman's Rambles in Yue.,
-3, 111; Bradford's

iuci. smittj., ji. ivo; rr ujipuus, ortvy. u. OUU., p.
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quest. Numerous mounds, scattered blocks, and a few 
ruined buildings are all that remain to recall the city’s 
ancient splendor. The best preserved mound is that 
shown in the preceding cut, one hundred feet square at 
the base, and sixty feet high, with a stairway twenty- 
live feet wide in the centre of each side. The top is 
a plain stone platform, with no signs of its ever hav-

Circular Structure at Mayanau.
Vol. IV. 16



242 ANTIQUITIES OF YUCATAN.

ing supported any building. Most of the sculptured 
fragments contain only parts of ornamental designs 
and are fitted with tenons by which they were prob­
ably secured on the front walls, as at Uxmal. One 
building of the ordinary type was sufficiently entire to 
show the triangular ceiling. A circular building sim­
ilar to that described at Chichen was also noticed. It 
is twenty-five feet in diameter, and twenty-four feet 
high, with only a single doorway facing the west. A 
single corridor only three feet wide runs entirely round 
the edifice, the outer wall being five feet thick, and 
the inner wall is a solid circular mass of stone and 
mortar nine feet in thickness. The interior walls of 
the corridor are plastered with several coats of stucco, 
and yet retain vestiges of yellow, blue, red, and white 
paint. The preceding cut shows the exterior of this 
structure, and also gives a good idea of the similar one 
at Chichen. On a terrace of the mound which supports 
this dome, are eight round columns, two and a half 
feet in diameter, and each composed of five stones 
placed one upon another. Among the sculptured 
blocks with which the country for miles around is 
strewn, are some which differ from those mentioned as 
parts of façade decorations. They are rudely carved, 
and each represents a subject complete in itself. Two 
of these, one four and the other three feet high, 
together with some of the decorative fragments al­
luded to, are shown in the cut on the opposite page. 
An idol was also found in one of the subterranean pas­
sages of a senote. The inhabitants of the locality re­
port that the ruins extend over the plain within a 
circumference of three miles, and that the foundations 
yet remain of a wall that once surrounded the city.85

85 StephenYucatan, vol. i., pp. 130-9, with cuts; Baldwin's Anc. 
Amer., pp. 127-9, with cuts. Near the village of Telchaquillo. Wnppiws, 
Gcor/. u. Slut., p. 144. Surrounded by a ditch that can he traced for three 
miles. Morelct, Voyage, tom. i., pp. 194-5. ‘Sc dice que Maynpan.... 
cstaha murada, pero filé demolida lias ta sus cimientos, y ünicamente los 
grandes montones de pied ras indican que fué una gran poblaeion.’ Un Cu- 
rioso, in Registro Yue, torn, i., p. 206.
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Mayapan—Seul ptured F ragmen ts.

Mdrida, the capital of Yucatan, was built by the 
Spanish conquerors on the ruins of the aboriginal city 
of Tihoo, the ancient mounds furnishing material to 
the builders of the modem town. Only very slight 
vestiges of Tihoo remain; yet in the lower cloisters 
of the Franciscan convent, which is known to have 
been erected over an ancient mound and building, the 
Spanish architects left one of the peculiar aboriginal 
arches intact, unless we suppose that they imitated 
such an arch in their own work, which is most un­
likely. Bishop Landa describes and illustrates with 
a ground plan one of the largest and finest of the 
Tihoo structures, as it was in the sixteenth century. 
In most respects his description agrees exactly with 
the ruins of the grander class already mentioned. 
The supporting mound has two retreating terraces on 
all sides except the western, which side seems to have 
been perpendicular to its full height. Stairways run­
ning the whole length of the mound lead up to the
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eastern slopes, and on the summit platform is a court­
yard surrounded by four buildings, like the Casa de 
Monjas at Uxmal. A gateway leads through the 
centre of Ixffli eastern and western buildings, and one 
of these gateways is represented by Lauda as having 
a round arch, the other being of the ordinary form. 
The buildings are divided into a single range of small 
apartments opening on the court, except the southern, 
which has two large rooms, and in front of which was 
a gallery supported by a row of square pillars. A 
round building or room is also mentioned in connec­
tion with the western range. Landa also mentions 
several other structures, including the one over whose 
ruins the Franciscan convent was built. M. Wal- 
deck mentions an excavation in a garden of the city, 
which is twenty-three by thirty feet, and fifteen feet 
deep, with double walls three and six feet thick, where 
the bones of a tapir and other bones were dug up. 
He also saw here several idols collected from different 
parts.86

86 ‘Los espafioles poblaron acjui una cibdad, y llamaronla Merida, por la 
estraneza y grandeza de lus edincios.’ Ah to the size of the pyramid men­
tioned it is ‘mas de dos carreras de caballo’—that is twice an fur as a horse 
can run without taking hreath—in extent. The cement is made with the 
juice of tlie bark of a certain tree. ‘El primero ediheio de los quatro 
quartos nos dio el adelantado Montejo a nosotros hecho un monte aspero, 
hmpiamosle y emos hecho en el con su propria piedra un razonahle mones- 
terio todo de piedra y una huena yglesia que llamamos la Madré de Dios/ 
Landa, Relation, pp. 330-8, with cut. ‘Entre aqiiel ccrro, y otro conio èl 
hecho a mano, que e.sth h la parte Oriental de la Ciudad; se determine 
fuesse fundada, y cran tan grandes, que con la piedra que auia en el que 
estaban, se obraron quantos editicios ay en la Ciudad, con que quedb todo 
el sitio llano, que es la Plaça mayor oy, y sus quadras en contorno, y con 
la del de la parte Oriental, hc editicb nuestro Conuento por caerle cercano, 
despues se han hecho muchas casas, y todo el Conuento, y Iglesia de la 
Mejorada, que tambien es nuestro, y ticnc material para otros muy nm- 
chos.’ Cogolludo, Hint. Yuc., j». 138. ‘Auia junto adonde està aora la 
Plaça entre otros cerros, vnoque llamaban el grande de los Kues, adoratorio 
que era de Idolos lleno de arboleda.* Id., p. 140. Tihoo was built by the 
Tutul-Xius, and had a celebrated temple to Baklum-Chaam, the Maya Pri- 
apus. Brasseur de Bourbourg, Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. ii., pp. 8-0. ‘En el 
pâtio del conventode S. Francisco estâ una cruz. . . .En la liuertadel mismo 
convcnto se veil aun algunas piedras curiosamente labradascon cotas y mor- 
reones à la antigua romana, y punica.’ Alegre, Hist. Comp, de Jesus, tom. 
ii., p. 1P2. The buildings were ‘construits en pierres de taille fort grandes. 
On ignore qui les a bâtis; il parait que ce fut avant la naissance de Jé­
sus-Christ, car il y avait au-dessus des arbres aussi gros (pie ceux qui 
croissaient au pied. Ces bâtiments ont cinq toises de hauteur, et sont con-
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Some twenty-five miles east of Merida, at a place 
called Aké, barely mentioned in the annals of the 
conquest as the locality where a battle was fought 
between the Spaniards and Mayas, are the ruins of 
an aboriginal city; ruins which, according to Mr Ste­
phens, their only visitor, have a ruder, older, and more 
cyclopean air than any others seen. Some of the 
stones here employed are seven feet long. One re­
markable feature is a pyramid, whose summit plat­
form is fifty by two hundred and twenty-five feet, and 
supports thirty-six columns, each four feet square, and 
from fourteen to sixteen feet high. These columns 
are arranged in three parallel rows, ten feet apart 
from north to south, and fifteen feet from east to west. 
Each column is composed of several square stones. 
A stairway one hundred and thirty-seven feet wide, 
with steps seventeen inches high, and four feet five 
inches deep, leads up the southern slope. Of this 
mound Mr Stephens says: “It was a now and ex­
traordinary feature, entirely different from any we 
had seen, and at the very end of our journey, when 
we supposed ourselves familiar with the character of 
American ruins, threw over them a new air of mys­
tery.” Between Merida and Mayapan is mentioned 
a stone wall, which crosses the road and extends far on 
either side into the forest. Near hy is also an aguada, 
said hy the inhabitants to be of artificial formation.87

struits en pierres sèches; au sommet de ces édifices sont quatre appartements 
divisés en cellules comme celles des moines; ils ont vingt pieds de long et 
dix de large; les jambages des portes sont d’un seul morceau, et le haut est 
voûté.' Bicnvenida, Lettre, in icrnaux-Corn juins, Voy., série i.,tom. x., pp. 
310 11. ‘In different parts of the city arc the remains of Indian buildings. ’ 
Stephens' Ceut. Amer., vol. ii., p. 398. Montanus, Nietnrc Weereld, p. 259, 
says that Mérida is built on the mins of Mayapan. Malte-Brim. Précis de. 
la Géog., tom. vi., p. 465, confounds Mérida with the ruins farther south, 
mentioned hy Padre Soza. See mention in Norman's Rambles in Vue., 
pp. 45-8; \Y aldeck, Voy. Pitt., pp. 23, 55-6; Nouvelles Annales des Voy., 
1843, tom. xcvii., p. 37; Gallatin, in Amer. Ethno. Sor., Transact., vol. i., 
p. 174; Sirers, Mittelamerika, pp. 243-4; Morclet, Voyage, tom. i., p. 269; 
Stephens' Yucatan, vol. i., pp. 94-8.

87 Stephens' Yucatan, vol. ii., p. 440-4, vol. i., p. 127, with plate; Wap- 
pit as, Geog. u. Stat., p. 144. ‘Les monuments les plus anciens, dont les 
restes sont composés d’énormes blocs de pierres brutes, posés quelquefois 
les uns sur les autres, sans aucun ciment qui les unisse. Tels sont les édi­
fices d’uu lieu voisin de l’hacieuda d’Aké, située h 27 milles à l’est-sud-est
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Izamal, something more than twenty miles further 
eastward, was a city of great importance in aboriginal 
times, as we shall see in the following volume. Two 
or three immense pyramids are all the vestiges that 
remain of its former greatness. The largest mound 
is between seven and eight hundred feet long, and be­
tween fifty and sixty feet high, and Mr Stephens 
“ascertained beyond all doubt” that it has interior 
chambers, concerning which he very strangely gives 
no further information. M. Charnay’s photograph 
shows that this mound was in two receding stages, 
on the slopes of the upper of which steps are still to 
be seen. The modern town is built on the site of the 
ancient city, and the mounds as elsewhere have fur­
nished the material of the later structures. The 
upper portion of a pyramid facing the one already 
mentioned was leveled down, and on the lower plat­
form was erected the Franciscan church and convent. 
Another smaller mound is in the courtyards of two 
private houses, and on its side near the base is the 
cara gigantesca, or gigantic face, shown in the cut

'Cara Gigantesca at Izamal.

de Mérida.’ Fricderichsthal, in Nouvelles Annales des Voy., 1841, tom. 
xcii., p. 300.
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It is seven feet wide and seven feet eight inches high. 
The features were first rudely formed by small rough 
stones, fixed in the side of the mound by means of 
mortar, and afterward perfected with a stucco so hard 
that it has successfully resisted for centuries the action 
of air and water. There were signs of a row of simi­
lar stucco ornaments extending along the side of the 
mound; and either on this mound or another near by, 
M. Charnay photographed a similarly formed face, 
which is twelve feet high. These colossal stucco faces 
are the distinctive features of the ruins of Izamal, 
nothing of the kind appearing elsewhere in Yucatan, 
although a slight resemblance may be traced to the 
gigantic faces in stone at Copan. Bishop Lauda de­
scribes one of the Izamal structures as it appeared in 
his time, and adds a plan to his description. He rep­
resents the supporting pyramid as being over one 
hundred feet high, with a very steep stairway and 
very high steps, being built in a semi-circular form on 
one side. According to his statement the edifices 
were eleven or twelve in number, standing near to­
gether. Lizana, another of the early writers on 
Yucatan, mentions five of the sacred mounds support­
ing buildings which were already in ruins in his time, 
and he also gives the Maya name of each temple with 
its meaning. It should be noted, moreover, that Iza- 
mal is, according to the annals of Yucatan, the burial 
place of Zamnâ, the great semi-divine founder of the 
ancient Maya power.88

M Stephens speaks of the ‘sternness and harshness of expression’ of 
the cara gigantesca. ‘A stone one foot six inches long protrudes from the 
chin, intended, perhaps, for burning copal on, as a sort of altar.’ Yucatan, 
vol. ii., op. 434-6, with plate. ‘Les alentours sont parsemés de pyramides 
artificielles, et deux, entre autres, sont les plus considérables de la pénin­
sule.’ M. Charnay finds fault with Catherwood for representing the colossal 
head as in a desert with a raging tiger and savages armed with hows and 
arrows in the foreground. ‘ A force de vouloir faire de la couleur locale, on 
fausse l’histoire, et on déroute la science.’ He pronounces the face ‘d’un 
genre cvclopécn. Ce sont de vastes entailles, espèces de modelages en 
ciment.’ Ruines A mér., pp. 319-22, phot. 23-5. ‘(’est une sorte de gros 
blocage dont les moellons, posés avec art par le sculpteur au milieu d’un 
mortier très-dur, ont formé les joues, la bouche, le nez, les yeux. Cette tête 
colossale est réellement une bâtisse enduite.’ ‘Les traits sont beaux, la
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I now come to the southern group of Maya anti­
quities, over which 1 may pass rapidly, beginning with 
the ruins of Ytsimpte near the village of Bolonchen, 
some fifteen miles south of Chunhuhu, the most south­
western ruin of the central group. By the kindness 
of the cura and the industry of the natives this ruined 
city was cleared of all obstacles in the shape of vege­
tation, and its thorough cx^ ’ was thus rendered
easy; hut unfortunately no corresponding results fol­
lowed, since no new features whatever were discovered. 
Here are undoubtedly the remains of a great city, hut 
most of the walls, and all of the sculptured decora-
Ismche est bien faite, les veux grands sans être saillants, le front, couvert 
d'un ornement, ne semble point fuyant. Cette tête était peinte comme 
toute l'architecture mexicaine.’ Viollvt-le-Uuc, in /</., pp. 40-7. Dr 
Schott pronounces Mr Stephens’ description unsatisfactory, especially his 
calling the face harsh and stern in expression. The features are feminine 
in their cast, and of the narrow rather than of the broad type. ‘The whole 
face exhibits a very remarkable regularity and conforms strictly to the uni­
versally accepted principles of beauty.’ ‘The head-dress in the shape of a 
mitre is encircled just alxive the forehead by a hand, which is fastened in 
front by a triple locket or tassel.’ This author identities the face as that of 
Itzamatul, the semi-divine founder of Izamul, and explains the sign i tient ion of 
each particular feature. His treatise is perhaps as intelligible and rational 
as most speculation on such topics, hut it is to he noted that the Dr founds 
his conclusions on (’lavigero’s description of the Toltecs! It would he hard 
to prove that the vara gigantesca does not represent this particular hero, and 
that the large ears are not emblems of wisdom. Dr Schott pronounces it 
‘hazardous’ to attempt to connect this face with any other than Itzama­
tul, and I prefer to run no risks. Smitfisonian lirpt., 1809, pp. 389-93. 
Norman, liant hi es in Yn<\, p. 79, speaks of a well on the platform of one 
of the pyramids. ‘ Dans ses Hanes, la colline sacrée révélait dévastes ap­
partements, des galeries et un temple souterrain, destinés, dit-on, aux 
mystères de la religion et à servir de nécropole aux cadavres des prêtres et 
des princes.’ The grave of Zammi was here, and his followers erected the 
pyramid. Iirassrar dr /iourbourg, Hist. A at. Civ., tom. i , p. 79 History 
of the pyramids, see /</., tom. ii., pp. 47-8. ‘On trouva dans un édifice en 
démolition une grande urne ii trois anses, recouverte d'ornements argentés 
extérieurement, au fond duquel il y avait des cendres provenant d’un corps 
brûlé, parmi lesquelles nous trouvâmes des objets d’art en pierre.’ ‘Statues 
en demi-lmsse, modelées en ciment que je dis se trouver dans les contreforts, 
et qui sont d'hommes de haute taille.’ Lauda, lirlanon, pp. 320-30, with 
plan. ‘Aven este pueblo de Vtzamal cinco euyos o cerros uiuy altos, todos 
levantados de piedra seca, cou sus fuerças y reparus, que ayudan â levantar 
la piedra en alto, y no se ven edificios enteros ov, mas los scnales y Ves- 
tigios esté il patentes en uno dellos de la parte de mediodia.’ One altar was 
in honor of their king or false god Ytzmat-ul, and had on it the figure of a 
hand, living called Kab-ul, or ‘working hand.’ Another mound and temple 
in the northern part of the city, the highest now standing, was called Kin- 
ich-Kakmd, or ‘sun with fiery raved face.’ Another, on which the con­
vent is founded, is Ppaj>i>-Hoi-Chac, ‘house of heads and lightnings.’ 
Another in the south called Hunpirtok, ‘captain with an army of 8000 
flints.’ Lizana, Dcvocionario, 10G3, iu Landa, Rclacion, pp. 348 64.

8939
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SENOTE OF BOLONCHEN. 249

tions have fallen. Bolonchen means ‘nine wells,’ so 
named from a group of natural wells in the plaza. 
These fail for several months in the dry season, and 
then the inhabitants resort to a senote in the neigh­
borhood, which, as one of the most wonderful in the 
peninsula, is shown, or rather one of its several pas­
sages is shown, in the cut. By a series of rude lad-

Senote at Bolonchen.

ders water is brought from springs over fifteen hundred 
feet from the opening at the surface, and at a perpen­
dicular depth of over four hundred feet.

Labphak is about twenty miles further south, and 
is one of the grandest of the Maya ruins, although
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the single brief exploration by Mr Stephens, its only 
visitor, is barely sufficient to excite our curiosity re­
specting its unknown wonders. Only one building 
was examined with care ; this has three receding sto­
ries. The western front was carefully cleared, and, 
sketched by Mr Catherwood, resembling very closely 
the other three-storied structures before described. 
But at the last moment it was discovered that this 
was only the rear wall, and that the eastern front 
“presented the tottering remains of the grandest 
structure that now rears its ruined head in the forests 
of Yucatan.” The dimensions and arrangement of 
rooms of the lower story, differing from any that have 
been- met further north, are shown in the accompany­
ing ground plan, together with the stairways that

BO 40 *0 *0 10 O BO Rt*
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Ground Plan of Labphak Structure.

lead up to the second story. Besides the grand cen­
tral eastern staircase, there .are two interior stairways, 
each in two flights, leading up to the platform of the 
second and third stories from the rooms of the western 
range. This is the first instance of interior stairs, 
but the method of their construction is not explained. 
The western wall of the third story has no doorways. 
On the platform of the second stoiy stand two high 
buildings like tdwers, ornamented with stucco, and on
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the third platform two similar structures at the head 
of the st&irway before the central entrance. These 
upper rooms have plain walls and ceilings. The lower 
ones present numerous imprints of the ever-present 
red hand, and one of them has a painted stone in the 
tier over the arch, as at Kewick. At the points 
marked a in the plan, are sculptured tablets of stone 
fixed in the exterior walls, one of which is shown in 
the cut. Each tablet is composed of several pieces

Sculptured Tablet at Labphak.

of stone, and the sculptured figures am naturally much 
worn by exposure to the air and rain. Two circular
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openings to chultunea, or cisterns, like those at Uxmal 
and elsewhere, were found near by. Another Lab- 
phak structure formed a parallelogram, surrounding a 
courtyard, and presenting two peculiarities ; the en­
trance to the court was by stairways leading over the 
flat roof of one of the ranges of buildings"; and the 
ornamentation of the court façades was in stucco in­
stead of sculptured stone. With this slight descrip­
tion I am obliged to leave this most interesting city, 
whbse solitude, so far as I know, has remained undis­
turbed for thirty years and more since Messrs Ste­
phens and Catherwood spent two days in the halls of 
its departed greatness. Now as then, ""it remains a 
rich and almost unbroken field for the future ex­
plorer.”

At I turbide, the south-western frontier town of 
modern Yucatan, there is a mound of ruins in the 
plaza, and also a well some four feet in diameter, and 
twenty-five feet deep, stoned with hewn blocks with­
out mortar; its sides polished by long usage, and

Ïrooved by the ropes employed in drawing water.
his well is considered the work of the antiguos, and 

another similar one was seen near by. In the out­
skirts of I turbide the plain is dotted with the mounds 
and stone buildings of the ancient town of Zibilnocac. 
Thirty-three mounds ^jfere counted, but the walls of 
the buildings had all fallen except one, which pre­
sented the peculiarity of square elevations, or towers, 
with sculptured façades, at each end and in the mid­
dle. its rooms also preserved traces of interesting 
paintings, representing processions of human figures 
whose flesh was colored red.

At the rancho of Noyaxche, a few miles distant, is 
a seemingly natural pond, which, being explored by 
the proprietor during a very dry season, proved to 
have an artificial bottom of flat stones many layers 
thick, pierced in the centre with four wells, and round 
the circumference with over four hundred small pits, 
or cisterns. At Macoba, twelve or fifteen miles east-
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ward is another similar aguada, and ruined buildings 
are also found, actually occupied by the natives as 
dwellings. Mankeesh 19 another locality in this 
region where extensive ruins are reported to exist. 
At the rancho of Jalal is an aguada similar to the 
one mentioned at Noyaxche, the forms of the wells 
and cisterns, pierced in its paved bottom being illus­
trated by the cut. Upwards of forty dee]) wells were

=H=^

Aguada at Jalal.
V

discovered by the natives in the immediate neighbor­
hood. Yakatzib is another place near by, where 
ruined buildings were seen. Becanchen is a town of 
six thousand inhabitants, and owes its existence to 
the discovery of a group of ancient wells, partially 
artificial, and a stream of running water. Fragments 
of ancient structures are built into the walls of the 
town.”

Only the monuments found on or near the coast of 
the peninsula remain to be noticed, and in describing 
them I shall begin in the south-east and follow the

Stephen*' Yucatan, vol. ii., pp. 137-232, with platen and cut*; 1 Yap- 
jiàut, Geoff, u. Slat., p. 144; Baldwin'* Ane. Amer., pp. 101, 146-7; Brat- 
tear de Bourbourg, Hitt. Nat. Civ., tom. ii., pp. 20-3.
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coast northward, then westward, and again southward 
to Lake Terminos. For a description of Maya struc­
tures, as found by the earliest Spanish voyagers on 
the eastern coast, 1 refer the reader to the chapter 
on Central American buildings in volume II. of this 
work.” M. Waldeck, giving no authority for his 
statement, mentions the existence of ruined buildings 
at Esplritu Santo Bay, and at Soliman Point, but no 
desertion is given.”

Tuloom is the most important city of antiquity on 
the eastern coast, standing in alxmt 20° 10'. It is 
undoubtedly one of the many aboriginal towns whose 
‘towers’ excited so much wonder in the minds of the 
first European voyagers along this coast. -It pre­
sents several marked contrasts with the other monu­
ments that have been described, not only in the con­
struction and arrangement of its edifices, but in its 
site, since it is built on a hijjh bluff on the very liorder 
of the sea, commanding a view of wild and diversified 
natural sceneiy, differing widely from the somewhat 
monotonous plain that constitutes for the most part 
the surface of the peninsula. Tuloom has only been 
visited by Mr Stephens, and his exploration was 
nearly at the end of his long journey, when the keen 
edge of his antiquarian zeal was naturally somewhat 
blunted by fatigue, sickness, and a desire to return 
home. Moreover, countless hordes of mosquitos, with 
a persistent malignity unsurpassed in the annals of 
their race, scorning the aid even of their natural allies 
in the defense of Central American ruins, the garra- 
patas and fieas, proved victorious over antiquarian 
heroism, and drove the foreign invaders from their

91 On these east coast buildings seen by Cdrdova, Grijalva, and Cortés, 
see />iuz, Itinéraire, in Temaux-Compana, Coy., série i., tom. x., pp. 6-9; 
and in laubalcela, Cul. de Doc., tom. i., pp. 282-0; Cortéa, Vida, in Id., 
p. 339; Oviedo, Hitt. Gen., tom. i., pp. 497, 606-7; Toryuemada, Monarq. 
Jnd., tom. i., p. 352; Herrera, Dial. Gen., dec. ii.. lib. iii., cap. i.; Gotnam, 
Conq. Mex., fol. 22-4; Id., Hiet. Ind., fol. 60; Peter Martyr, dec. iv., lib. 
iii.; Cogolludo, Hiet. I"uc., p. 4; Braeæur de Bourbourg, Iliat. Nat. Civ., 
tom. iv., p. 41; Morelet, Voyage, tom. i., p. 181; Sivera, Mittelamerika, pp. 
241-4; Folaom, in Cortéa, Deapatchca, p. 20.

91 Voy. Pitt., p. 102.
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stronghold. The annexed cut is a ground plan of the

w w • m m m ew
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Plan of Tuloom.
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ruins sc far as explored, and we notice at once a novel 
feature in the wall A, A, that bounds them on three 
sides—the first well-authenticated instance which we 
have met of a walled Maya town. A precipitous cliff 
rising from the waters of the ocean makes a wall un­
necessary on the eastern side, but on the other sides 
tiie wall is in excellent preservation, stretching six 
hundred and fifty feet from east to west, and fifteen 
hundred feet from north to south, from eight to thir­
teen feet thick, and built of rough flat stones without 
mortar. The height is not stated. On each of the 
inland corners at C, C, is a small structure, twelve 
feet square, with two doors, which may he considered 
a watch-tower, and which is shown in the cut on the 
next page. Five gateways, each five feet wide, at B, 
B, B, give access to the city. Within the walls the 
largest and most imposing structure is that at D, 
known as the Castle, which stands on the cliff over­
looking the sea. A solid mass of masonry thirty feet 
square and about thirty feet in height, ascended on the 
western side by a massive stairway of the same width

V
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Watch-Tower at Tulooin.

with solid balustrades, supports on its summit a 
building of the same size as the foundation, and about 
fifteen feet high. The doorway at the head of the 
stairway is wide,'and its lintel is supj>orted by two pil­
lars. Over the doorway are niches in the wall, one of 
which contains fragments of a statue. The interior is 
divided into two corridors connected by a single door­
way, the front one having what are described as ‘stone 
benches’ at the ends, and the rear range having a 
similar bench along one of its sides. The rear, or sea, 
wall is very thick and has no doorways, but several 
small openings of oblong shape form the nearest ap­
proach to windows found in Yucatan. The corridors 
have ceilings of the usual type, the doorways are fur­
nished with stone rings for the support of doors, and
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the imprint of the red hand appears on the interior 
walls. Against each end of the solid foundation is 
built a wing in two stories, thirty-five feet long, mak­
ing the whole-length of the Castle one hundred feet. 
The upper story of each wing consists of two apart­
ments, one of which is twenty by twenty-four feet. 
Two columns, ornamented with stucco, stand in the 
centre of the room, of which the ceiling has fallen, 
although a succession of holes along the top of the 
walls indicate that it had been flat and supported by 
timbers. The building north of the Castle, at E, con­
tains a single room seven by twelve feet, with a raised 
step or bench at each end, and much defaced painted 
ornaments in stucco mi its walls. Over the doorway 
on the outside is the figure we have met before, stand­
ing on the hands with legs spread apart. The build­
ing close to the Castle on the south has four columns in 
the centre of a room nineteen by forty feet, and also 
in another room are fragments of a sculptured tablet. 
A senote with artificial steps, which supplied water to 
the ancient inhabitants, is included within the enclos­
ure at K. At H is a building remarkable for its 
roof, which differs radically from the usual Maya type. 
Four timbers fifteen feet long and six inches thick 
stretch across the room from wall to wall, and cross- 
ways on these timbers are placed smaller timliers ten 
feet long and three inches thick close together, and 
the whole covered with a thick layerof coarse pebbles 
ini mortar. Several other buildings evidently had 
similar roofs originally, else it might be suspected that 
this one had undergone modern improvements, espe­
cially as an altar was found in it with traces of use at 
no very remote period. In this building also sea- 
shells take the place of stone rings at the sides of the 
doorways. One of the structures marked G on the 
plan has two stories. The front is decorated with 
stucco, and the doorway of the lower story occupies 
nearly the whole front, its top being supported by four 
pillars. The interior plan is similar to that of the

Vol. IV. 17

V
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Castle at Chiche» Itza, sihce a corridor extends round 
three sides of a central apartment. The interior walls 
of both room and corridor are painted, and in the lat­
ter is an altar on which copal is supposed to have been 
burned. The second story, which has no stairway or 
other visible means of approach, differs from all other 
upper stories in Yucatan, in standing directly over the 
central lower room, instead of over a solid mass of 
masonry as elsewhere. Among other ruins near this, 
two stone tablets with indistinct traces of sculpture 
were noticed. The cut shows one of several small

!> 'T
H*'

A à > j

Tuluuiu lie lies



259

-s-le» te-

vX.. u .3®î-ütiÆk! xâi

RUINS ON THE EASTERN COAST.

structures found at Tuloom outside the walls, and 
probably intended as alttàrs or adoratorios. This build­
ing is twelve by fifteen feet and contains a single room 
where a copal altar appears. Tuloom was undoubtedly 
one of the cities seen by the early voyagers along this 
coast, and from the perfect state of preservation of 
many of the monuments, especially of the stucco orna­
ment resembling a pine-apple shown in the last cut, 
Mr Stephens believes that the city was occupied long 
after the conquest of other parts of the peninsula. 
At Tancar, a few miles mirth of Tuloom, are many 
remains of small ancient edifices, much dilapidated 
and not described.”

»

Building at Cozumel.
M Stephen* Yucatan, vol. ii., pp. 387-4UV, \vith plate» and cute.
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The island of Cozumel has not l>een explored, by rea­
son of the dynse growth which covers its surface, hut in 
a small clearing on the shore two buildings were dis­
covered. One of them is shown in the preceding cut. 
It is sixteen feet square, with plain exterior walls 
formerly plastered and painted. A 'doorway in the 
centra of each side opens into a corridor only twenty 
inches, wide, extending round a central chamber five 
by eight and a half feet, with one doorway. The 
other is similar but larger. One of the dome-shaped 
cisterns was also fopnd on the island. Here is also 
a ruined Spanish church, which very probably fur­
nished the cross with a crucified Christ, preserved in 
Merida as an aboriginal relic, and much talked of 
by enthusiasts who formerly believed that Christianity 
was introduced into America long l>efore the Spaniards 
came. On the main land opposite the island ruined 
stone buildings are also visible from the sea, as they 
were to Grijalva and Cdrdova in the sixteenth cen­
tury. Pole, or Popole, is one of the localities some­
what further north where ruins are located on the 
maps.93

At Point Nisuc Mr Stephens locates ruins on his map, 
as does Malte-Brun at the mouth of the River Petam- 
pich a little further south, and the former also mentions 
stone buildings as visible on the barren island of Ran­
cune. On the northern point of Mugeres Island, 
known to the early voyagers as Point, or Cape, Mu­
geres, are two small buildings of the usual type. One 
of them, fifteen by twenty-eight feet, resting on a solid

n ‘Tlieÿ founde auncient towers there, and the ruines of such as haddc 
bee lie broken downe and destroyed, seeming very auncient: but one abouc 
the rest, whereto they ascended bv 18. step|>es or staires, as they amende to 
famous, and renowned temples.’ Peler Martyr, dec. iv., lib. iii. tlrijalxa 
found a tower ‘xviii gradi de altura et tutte massiza al pede et tenia a torno 
clxxx pied», et incima de essa era una torre piecola la quale era de statura 
de homim doi uno sopra laltro.’ Ihuz, Ihnerario, in Ieaibalceta, Cut. ile 
Due., tom. i., pp. 284, 287. See also the authorities referred to in note 89. 
Stephen»' Yucatan, vol. ii., pp. 362-80, with cut; Larenaudière, Mex. et 
Ouat., p. 321 ; Gondra, in Album Mex., tom. i., p. 239; Mayer’s Mex., 
Altec, etc., vol. ii., p. 169; Baril, Mexique, p. 129; Wappau», Geog. u. Stat., 
p. 145.
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foundation with perpendicular sides in which a narrow 
stairway was cut, is located on a cliff at the extreme 
j>oint of the island.64

At Cayo Rato lies is a ruin according to Malte- 
Brun’s map; and Cape Catoche was the location of 
one of the cities seen by the Spaniards in the six­
teenth century, this early discovery being perhaps the 
only authority for M. Waldeck’s statement that a 
ruined city may there be found.”

Following the coast westward, an ancient mound 
is seen at Yalahao, the map shows another at Einal, 
and Monte Cuyo is a lofty mound, reported to have no 
traces of buildings, visible from far out at sea. This 
latter may perhaps be identical with “a small Hill 
by the Sea, call’d the Mount,” mentioned by the old 
English voyager Dampier, who says: “1 was never 
ashore here, but have mtit^with some well acquainted 
with the Place, who are all of opinion that this Mount 
was not natural, but the Work of Men.”” Two pyra­
mids are reported further east, near the Rio Lagartos, 
but their existence rests on no very reliable authori­
ty.67 Two mounds, once covered with buildings, at 
the port of Silan, are the only other monuments to be 
mentioned on the northern coast. One of these latter 
is of great size, being four hundred feet long and fifty 
feet high. The padre could remember when the build­
ing on the other, known as the Castle, was still stand­
ing.”

On or near the western coast are Tew monuments
»* Cordova found here ill 1517 ‘ torn'» de piedra eon grados y capilla* 

oubiertas de madera y paja en que por gentil orden estauan pueatoa niuehoe 
idolos, que purccian muge re*.’ Gomara, Hi*t. Ind., fol. 60; Cortta, Vida, 
in Icasbtdccta, Col. de Doc., tom. i., p. 339; Stephen»’ Yucatnn, vol. ii., pp. 
445 17, with plate.

93 Waldeck, Voy. Pitt., p. 102. ‘Une ville entière offre aea ruines aux 
investigations des archéologues.* Baril, Mexique, p. 129; Larenaudiire, 
Mer. et. dual., p. 321.

96 Dumpier'» Voyage», vol. ii., pt ii., pp. 10-11; Stephen»' Yucatan, vol. 
ii., p. 418.

97 ‘Tout près du rio Logarto ae voient deux pyramidea, au sommet des­
quelles croissent maintenant des arbres élevés et touffus. ’ Baril, Mexique, 
p. 129; Walderk, Voy. Pitt., p. 102.

94 Stephens’ Yucatan, vol. ii., pp. 427-30, with plate.
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of antiquity worthy of note. At Maxcami, some 
twenty-five miles north-west from Uxmal, a locality 
visited by Stephens during his trip toward the coast, 
are several mounds covered with ruins, which present 
no peculiarities. But in the interior of one of these 
mounds was found a galley four feet wide and seven 
feet high, with triangular-arched ceiling, extending 
several hundred feet with many branches and angles. 
Before Mr Stephens’ visit this was supposed by the 
inhabitants of the region to be a subterranean pas­
sage, or cave, known as Satun Sat, or the Labyrinth. 
The presence of this gallery of course suggests the 
idea that others of the Yucatan pyramids may con­
tain similar ones, and that their exploration might 
lead to important results. On the hacienda of Sijoh, 
a few leagues nearer the coast, is a large group of 
ruined mounds and buildings, presenting nothing new, 
except that the stones of one of them were much 
larger than usual, one being noticed that was three 
by six feet. In a kind of courtyard in the midst of 
these mounds are standing many huge stones, resem­
bling in their situation and size the monoliths of Co­
pan, but they bear no marks of sculpture, being rough 
and unhewn as if just taken from the quarry. The 
largest is fourteen feet high, four feet wide and a foot 
and a half thick. At Tankuchd one apartment of a 
ruined building has its walls and ceiling decorated 
with paintings in bright colors, but the room was 
filled up with rubbish, and nothing definite could be 
made out respecting the designs, except in the case 
of one ornament which seemed to resemble a mask 
found at Palenque. Ruins are reported also at Becal, 
in the same region." At the mouth of the Rio Jaina 
a tumulus, with pottery and spear-heads on its surface, 
is mentioned by Waldeck and Norman, and perhaps 
at the same place under the name of Chuncana, ruins 
are indicated on Malte-Brun’s map.

98 Stephens' Yucatan, vol. i., pp. 189, 199-220; Wappàus, Gcog. u. Slat., 
p. 144.
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Further south, in the region extending from Cam­
peche to Laguna de Termines there is only the vaguest 
information respecting antiquities. The city of Cam­
peche itself is said to be built over extensive artificial 
galleries, or catacombs, supposed to have been devoted 
by the ancient people to sepulchral uses; but I find 
no satisfactory description of these excavations. On 
the Rio Champoton, some leagues from the coast, 
ruins are reported concerning which nothing definite 
is known. From the tumulus mentioned, “and other 
places contiguous to ruins of immense cities, in the 
vicinity of Campeachy,” Mr Norman claims to have 
obtained “some skeletons and bones that have evi- r 
dently been interred for ages, also a collection of idols,

Campeche Idol in Terra Cotta.
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fragments, flint spear-heads, and axes; besides sundry 
articles of pottery-ware, well wrought, glazed, and 
burnt.” The cuts on the preceding pages show five of 
these idols, which are hollow and have small halls 
within to rattle at every movement. Padre Camacho 
is also said to have collected at Campeche a museum 
composed of many relics from different localities, many 
of them interesting hut not particularly described.100

Besides the monuments that have been described, 
the remains of ancient paved roads, or calzadas, have

loo «The whole of Campeachy rests upon a subterraneous cavern of the 
ancient Mavas. It is now ditkeult to ascertain whether these quarries or 
galleries, which, according to tire traditions of the country, arc understood 
to l>e immense, served for the alxnle of the people who executed the work. 
Nothing reveals the marks of man’s sojournings here; not even the traces 
of smoke upon the vaults were visible. It is more probable that the greater 
part of this excavation was used as a de {nisi tory for their dead. This sup­
position has l>een strengthened by the discovery of many o]>enings of seven 
feet deep hv twenty inches in breadth, dug horizontally in the walls of the 
caverns. 'I’hese excavations, however, are few; and the galleries have been 
but little investigated and less understood.’ Mr Norman sent some of the 
skeletons discovered here to Dr Morton, who pronounced them to present 
many of the characteristics of the natives at the present time. Norman's 
Rambles in Vue., pp. ‘211-18, with plates. Sr Coudra, in Prescott, Hist. 
Conq. Mcx. (Mcx. 1840) tom. iii., pp. 05-8, pi. xviii., gives engravings of 
four of these idols in Norman’s collection, erroneously stating that they 
are from Stephens’ work. ‘1 have seen some of his (Norman's) remarka­
ble antiquities, as Vernîtes, hieroglyphics,” etc. Davis' Antiq. Amer., p. 12. 
The above notice, given by Mr Norman is an almost literal translation of 
Waldeck, Vuy. Pitt., p. 10; as is also the account by 1. K. Coudra, in Al­
bum Mr.r., tom. i., p. 102. Mention of the Champoton ruins in Waldeck, 
Vo;/. Pitt., p. 102; Larcnaiulière, Mcx. ct (luat., p. 321; Parti, Mexique, 
p. 128. Cordova in 1517 saw at Campeche ‘vu torrejoncillo de piedra 
quadrado y gradado, enlo alto del qual estaua vn vdolo con dos tieros ani­
males alas hijadas, como que lo coinian. V vna sierpe de quarenta y siete 
pies larga, y gorda-quanto vn buey, hccha de piedra como el ydolo.’ Gomara, 
Hist. Inti., f«d. 01. ‘On ne rencontre ni dans Vile de Carmen ni sur les 
bords de la Lagune aucun tumulus, aucune ruine, aucun vestige enfin de 
l’industrie des temps passés.’ Description of the Camacho collection in 
Campeche, consisting of ‘figurines et des vases d’argile portant encore des 
traces de peinture et de vernis, des instruments de musique, de menus ob­
jets de parure, des haches, des fers de lance en silex ou en obsidienne.’ More- 
let, Voyage, torn, i., pn. 220, 107-8. The Camacho Museum contains ‘Vna 
numerosa colleccion <le idolos de barro y piedra.. . . Vna urtm cineraria que 
contiene los restos de un hombre. . .. Vna coleccwu de vasos, jam,s, cénta- 
ros y fuentes de ]>iedra y barro, adornados, muchos de ellos, cou geroglifi- 
cos y cou ninturas vivas, frescas y bien conservadas. Vna colleccion de 
lanzas, tlecnas, dardos y dénias instrumentos de guerra. .. Casi to<los estos 
instrumentos son île ]>edernul. Otra coleccion de tlautas y otros instru­
mentos mû si cos, de barro. Otra id. de znrcillos, cuentas y ailornos de piedra. 
....Otra id. de lozas sépulcrales.... U lia multitud de fragmentos arqui- 
tecténicos.’ Reqistro Yuc., torn, i., pp., 373-4. ‘Le canton qui s’étend de 
la c<He de la lagune de Jenn, vers le nord-est, offre sur tout une suite 
presque continue de monticules et de villes, jusqu’au point ou il atteint le
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been found in several different parts of the state. The 
traditionary history of the country represents the 
great cities and religious centres as connected, in the 
time of their original splendor and prosperity, by broad 
smooth paved ways, constructed for the convenience of 
the rulers in sending dispatches from place to place. 
These roads are even reported to have stretched be­
yond the limits of the peninsula, affording access to / 
the neighboring kingdoms of Guatemala, Chiapas, and 
Tabasco. Modern discoveries lend some probability to 
these reports. Cozumel was one of these great reli­
gious centres from which roads led in every direction, 
and Cogolludo says that in his time “were to be seen 
vestiges of calzadas which cross the whole kingdom, 
said to end at its eastern border on the sea shore.” 
The cura of Chemax, speaking of Coba, far eastward 
of Chichen toward the coast, says “there is a calzada, 
or paved road, of ten or twelve yards in width, run­
ning to the southeast to a limit that has not been 
discovered with certainty, but some aver that it goes 
in the direction of Chichen Itza.” Bishop Lahda 
mentions “a fine broad calzada extending about two 
stone’s throw to a well’’ from one of the Chichen struc­
tures. Izamal was another much-frequented shrine, 
from which Lizana tells us “they had constructed four 
roads, or calzadas, towards the four winds, which 
reached the ends of the county, and even extended 
to Tabasco, Guatemala, and Chiapas; and even now 
are seen in many places portions and traces of these 
roads.” Landa also states that between Izamal and 
Merida, “there are to-day signs of there having ex­
isted a very beautiful paved way.” In the same 
locality, running parallel to the modern road for sev­
eral miles, M. Oharnay found “a magnificent road, 
from seven to eight mètres wide, whose foundation is 
of immense stones surmounted by a concrete perfectly

sanctuaire de Tile de Cozumel.’ FriedrrichstKal, in Nouvelles Annale g des 
Voy., 1841, tom. xcii., pp. ‘299-300. ‘Une foule de ruines d’une grande im­
portance.’ Brasseur de Bourbourg, Hist. Nat. Civ., torn, i., p. 67.
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preserved, which is covered with a coating of cement 
two inches thick. This road is everywhere about a 
mètre and a half above the surface of the ground. 
The coating of cement seems as if put on yesterday;” 
the whole being buried, however, some sixteen inches 
deep in soil and vegetable accumulations. The Cura 
Carillo and ]larty found in 1845 one of these paved 
roads four and a half varas wide, running parallel with 
the modern road south-eastward from Uxmal, and said 
by the natives to connect the latter city with Nohpat. 
It is perhaps the same calzada, in Maya Sache, ‘a 
road of white stone,’ that has given a name to the Sache 
ruins, and is described by Mr Stephens as “a broken 
platform or roadway of stone, about eight feet wide 
and eight or ten inches high, crossing the road, and 
running off into the woods on both sides,” reported to 
extend from Uxmal to Kabah.101

Having now completed my detailed description of 
Maya antiquities in all parts of the peninsula where 
aboriginal relics have been seen or reported, I have 
thought it best to give in conclusion a general view of 
these antiquities, their peculiarities, the contrasts and 
similarities which they pregrënt among themselves and 
when compared with more southern monuments, to­
gether with such general remarks and conclusions as 
their examination may seem to warrant.

The comparatively level and uniform surface of the 
peninsula left the aboriginal builders little choice in 
the location of their cities and temples, yet a prefer­
ence for a broken hilly region may be traced in the 
fact that the central, or Uxmal, group, the most 
crowded with ancient monuments, corresponds with 
the principal transverse ranges of the peninsula; like­
wise the eastern coast cities rest generally on elevated 
bluffs overlooking: the sea. In the selection of sites,

101 Cogol/udo, Hist. Yuc., p. 193; Stephens' Yucatan, vol. ii., pp. 341, 
122, vol. i., p. 415; Lauda, Rclacion, pp. 344, 330; Lizana, in Id., p. 358; 
Charnay, Ruines Amér., pp. 321-2; Registro Yuc., tom. i., p. 366.
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however, as in the construction of their cities, security 
against enemies seems to have been not at all, or at 
best very slightly, considered. None of the cities on 
the plains are located with any view to defence, or have 
any traces of fortifications to guard their approaches. 
Tuloom, on the eastern coast, was indeed surrounded 
by a strong wall on which watch-towers were placed; 
but of all the Yucatan cities this is best guarded by 
its natural position and would seem to have least need 
of artificial defences. Some slight remains of walls 
are seen at Uxmal and Mayapan, but insufficient to 
prove that these were walled cities. A wall more or 
less perfect is also reported at Chacchob. No struc­
ture has been found which partakes in any way of the 
nature of a fort, or which appears to have been erected 
with a view to military defense. It is true the nu­
merous pyramids and their superimposed buildings 
would serve as a refuge for non-combattants, as well 
as property, and would afford facilities for defense in a 
hand-to-hand conflict, or perhaps against any attack 
by men armed with aboriginal weapons; but would in 
nowise serve as a protection to the dwellings or fields 
of the populace which must be supposed to have dot­
ted the plains for a wide extent about the palaces of 
the nobility and temples of the gods.

In the laying out both of cities and of individual 
structures, no fixed plan was followed that can now be 
ascertained, except that a majority of the edifices face 
in general terms the cardinal points; that is, as nearly 
as these points would naturally be determined by obser­
vation of the rising and setting sun. The oft-repeated 
statement that all the temples and palaces were ex­
actly oriented is altogether unsupported by facts.

The materials employed by the Maya builders were 
limestone, mortar, and wood. The limestone used is 
that which, covered with a few feet of sand or soil, 
forms the substratum of the whole peninsula. It is 
soft and easily worked, and may be readily quarried 
in any part of the state. Somewhat strangely, none
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of the quarries which supplied the stone for building, 
or for sculptured decorations and idols, have ever been 
found;—at least none such have been reported by any 
explorer.101 With very few exceptions, such as in the 
case of the city wall at Tuloom, the stone employed, 
whether rough or hewn, was laid in mortar. Cement 
was also used on roofs and floors; plaster on interior 
walls; and stucco in exterior decorations. Mortar, 
cement, plaster, and stucco were presumably composed 

> of the same materials, lime and sand, mixed in differ­
ent proportions according to the use for which it was 
designed. No satisfactory analysis seems to have been 
made of the mortar, nor is anything definite known 
respecting the method of its manufacture, or the 
source from which lime was obtained. That the ma­
terial was of excellent quality is proved by the resist­
ance it has offered for at least three centuries to 
tropical rains and the inroads of tropical vegetation. 
It is nearly as hard as the stone blocks which it holds 
together, and to its excellence the preservation of the 
Yucatan monuments is in great measure due.103

Wood was employed by the Maya builders only for 
lintels, for timbers of unknown use stretched across 
the rooms from side to side of the ceilings, in one case 
at Chichen for beams to support the regular stone 
arches of the roof, and, at Tuloom only, for the sup­
port of a flat cement roof. The only wood mentioned 
is the zapote, native to some parts of the peninsula,

108 ‘La piedra margosa de que cstiin formados talcs edifieios, cs ademas 
generalmentc considerada eonio un material niuy inferior para la conatrue- 
cion.’ Fncdcrichsthal, in Dice. Unie., tom. x., p. ‘29*2. The ldocks ‘ont 
une transparence troublée comme celle du gypse. 11 est prolmble... .que 
c’est du véritable carbonate calcaire.’ Zavala, in Antiq. Mer., tom. i., tliv. 
ii., p. 34. ‘A soft coralline limestone of a comparatively recent geological 
formation, probably of the Tertiary period.’ Foster's Pre-Hist. Races, p. 398.

103 ‘ La poca mezcla «pie ae advierte en ellos, on fina, tersa y tan compacta 
por su particular benefieio, que tomada entre loa dedos una pastilla, cuyo 
grueso es poco mayor que cl de un pesofuerte, da sumo trabajo quebrantarla.* 
2. G., in Registro Vue., tom. i., p. ‘277. ' Ces mortiera sont faits avec une
chaux hydraulique presque pure, et ont une ai complète adhérence, soit dans 
les massifs, soit môme lorsqu’ils sont appliqués comme enduits, comme à 
Palenqué, nu’fc peine ai le marteau peut les entamer.’ Viollct-le-Duc, in 
CKarnay} Ruines A mér.t pp. 59-00.
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extremely hard and heavy, but not resinous or particu­
larly well fitted to resist decay or the ravages of 
worms. It seems remarkable that any portion of this 
woodwork should have survived even their three or 
four centuries of unquestioned age;—and, indeed, few 
or none of the lintels of outer doorways exposed to 
the weather have remained unbroken.

Having fixed upon a site for a proposed edifice, the 
Maya builder invariably erected an artificial elevation 
on which it might rest. And this peculiarity is ob­
served, not only in Yucatan, but, as we shall see in 
many other portions of the Pacific States, no less uni­
versally in regions where natural hills abound than on 
level plains. In several places, however, the artificial 
structure rests on a natural hill of slight elevation, as 
at Chack and Zayi; in other cases advantage is taken 
of a small hill to save lal>or in the accumulation of 
material, as at llxmal; and in one instance at Chichen 
the appearance of a mound is gained by excavating 
the surrounding earth. Buildings resting on the nat­
ural surface of the earth are unknown, as are also sub­
terranean apartments or galleries of artificial construc­
tion, excepting only the reported catacombs under the 
city of Campeche. The bases of the foundation struc­
tures, or pyramids, are usually rectangular, the largest 
dimensions being fifteen hundred feet square at Zayi, 
while many have sides of three to eight hundred feet. 
They diminish in size towards the summit, from 
twenty to fifty feet high in the case of the larger 
mounds, and from sixty to ninety feet in some of the 
smaller ones. Most of the larger mounds have two 
or more terrace-platforms on their slope. The mass of 
the mound is composed of rough stones and fragments 
generally in mortar, making a coarse concrete; the 
outer surface is faced with hewn stones, not generally 
laid so as to form steps, as seems to have been the case 
at Copan, but so as to present a smooth surface on the 
slope. It is uncertain whether some of the larger 
terrace-platforms were paved with regular blocks or
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not. The corners are often rounded. Sculptured dec­
orations occur in a few instances, as on the Pyramid 
at Uxmal; and at Izamal a row of faces in stucco 
adorn the base. A stairway always occupies the cen­
tre of one side, often of more than one side. Some of 
these stairways are over a hundred feet wide, and their 
steps are rarely arranged with any reference to con­
venience in mounting. Balustrades remain on some 
stairways, ornamented in a few instances by sculptured 
monsters’ heads. There is nothing to show that the 
surface of the slopes or the steps were covered with 
cement. The supporting stone structure of one build­
ing at Chichen and also of one at Tuloom has perpen­
dicular instead of sloping sides. All the pyramids are 
truncated, none forming a point at the top, although 
there is one or more in every group of ruins whose 
summit platform presents no traces of ever having 
supported buildings of any kind. Interior galleries 
were explored in a mound at Maxcami, and chambers 
in the body of that at Izamal were reported ; others 
are solid so far as known, except that a few small 
chambers have been mentioned with a vertical entrance 
at the top, which may have been cisterns.

The edifices supported by the mounds are built 
either on the summit platform, or in receding ranges, 
one above another, on the slope. In the latter case 
these receding ranges form the nearest approach on the 
part of the Mayas fo buildings of several stories, ex­
cept in one instance at Tuloom, where one room is 
directly over another. In one building at Kalmh the 
outer wall rises from the foot of the mound, and the 
inner from the summit. One building usually occu­
pies the summit; but in several cases four of them 
enclose an interior courtyard. The buildings are long, 
low, and narrow. Thirty-one feet is the greatest 
height, thirty-nine the greatest width, and three hun­
dred and twenty-two the greatest length. The roofs 
are flat and, like the floors, covered with cement. The 
walls are, in proportion to the dimensions of the build-
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ings, very thick, usually from three to six feet, hut 
sometimes nine feet. Like the pyramids, the build­
ings consist of a mass of concrete, stones and mortar, 
faced with hewn blocks of nearly cubical form, and of 
varying dimensions rarely exceeding eighteen inches, 
but found at Sijoh and Ake as large as three by six 
and seven feet. Only one building has been noted 
whose exterior walls are not perpendicular, but the 
corners are in most cases rounded.

The interior has generally two, often one, and rarely 
four parallel ranges of rooms, while in a few of the 
smaller buildings an uninterrupted corridor extends 
the whole length. Neither rooms nor corridors ever 
exceed twenty feet in width or height, while the ordi­
nary width is eight to ten feet and the height fifteen to 
eighteen feet. Sixty feet is the greatest length noted. 
The walls of each room rise perpendicularly for one half 
their height, and then approach each other, by the stone 
blocks overlapping horizontally, to within about one 
foot, the intervening space being covered with a layer 
of wide flat stones, and the projecting corners being 
beveled off to form a straight, or rarely a curved, sur­
face. In a few instances, as at Nohcacab, the sides 
of the ceiling form an acute angle at the top; and 
once, at I xmal, the overlapping stones are inclined 
instead of lying horizontally, forming a slight, but tin; 
nearest, Maya approach to the true arch. This is the 
only kind of ceiling found in Yucatan, except one at 
Tuloom which is flat and supported by timbers 
stretched across from wall to wall. I have followed 
Stephens and applied the name of ‘triangular arch’ 
to this structure of overlapping stones, although the 
term may by a strict interpretation be liable to some 
criticism.101

104 Jones says ‘The term “triangular Arch" cannot l» admitted by tbw 
language of Architecture; lie (Mr Stephens) might an well have written 
triangular semicircle, terms distinctly opposed to each other.’ Hist. Anc. 
A nier., j>. 100. ‘Los toclios, sin vurincion alguna entre si, re presen tan ittiu 
figura oiiva, may conocida de los lira lies, y repet idanicntc citnda por el reco- 
mendablc Victor Hugo en su obra de Nuestra Sra. de Laris.’ L. (/., in Itc-
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The tops of the few gateways discovered are con­
structed by means of the same arch as that employed 
in the ceilings. One solitary arch unconnected with 
any other structure has been noted at Kabah; and 
in the Castle at Chichen two interior arches rest 
on beams supported by stone columns instead of the 
usual perpendicular walls. In some of the buildings 
at Kabah and Chichen the floor of the inner range 
of rooms is higlier than that of the outer, being 
reached by stone steps. Small round timbers ex­
tend from side to side of the ceiling in nearly all 
rooms, and at Tuloom stone benches are found along 
the sides and ends.

Rarely do more than two rooms communicate with 
each other. The doorways are on an average perhaps 
four feet wide and eight feet high, with square tops 
formed by zapote beams ur stone lintels, which rest on 
stone jambs composed of two or three pieces, or are 
built into the regular wall of the building. At Chac- 
cliob a doorway is reported wider at the top than at 
the bottom. Many exterior doorways are wide aqd 
divided into two or more entrances by stone pillars 
supporting the lintels. Stone rings, or hooks, replaced 
at Tuloom by shells, near the top on the inside, anti 
in a few cases at both top and bottom, are the only. I 
traces of the means by which the entrances were orig­
inally closed. Wooden lintels are almost exclusively 
employed at Uxmal, but elsewhere stone is more com­
mon; a few both of wood and stone are covered with 
carved devices, as are also some of the door-posts. 
Besides the doorways the rooms have no openings 
whatever, no chimneys, windows, or ventilators being 
found, if we except the oblong openings in the rear 
wall of the Castle at Tuloom.106

gistro Ytic., tom. i., n. 277. ‘On dit en espagnol de boveda, qui n’exprime 
aucunement cette architecture toute particulière; boxrda veut dire voûte, et 
ces intérim*» n’y ressemblent nullement ; ce sont deux murs narallèles 
jusqu'à une hauteur de trois mètres, obliquant alors l’un vers Vautre, et 
terminés par une dalle de trente centimètres.’ Charnay, Ruines A?nér., pp. 
342-3.

Fricdericbsthal erroneously says the wooden lintels are always sculp- 
Vol. IV. 18
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Respecting the rooms, aside from their decoration, 
nothing remains to be noticed except the casas cerra- 
das, or rooms filled with solid masonry, and the 
interior stairways of unexplained construction at Lab- 
phak. Exterior stairways supported by a half arch 
lead up to the top of such of the buildings as have 
more than one story, and also to the summit of the 
few mounds that have perpendicular sides; in one 
case the entrance to the courtyard is by stairways 
leading over the roof of one of the enclosing edifices. 
The only important exceptions to the usual type of 
Yucatan buildings are the circular structures with 
conical roofs, at Chiehen and Mayapan, and the gigan­
tic walls composing the so-called gymnasiums at 
Chiehen and Uxinal.

It will be noticed that the strength of these struc­
tures depended to a great extent on the excellence of 
the mortar by which the blocks were united, since the 
latter are not usually laid so as to break joints, al­
though carefully placed so that the plummet line 
applied to such walls as are uninjured, rarely detects 
any departure from perfect regularity. A Maya cus­
tom of inserting projecting stones, or katunes, in the 
walls of their buildings as a record of time and in 
commémoration of great events is spoken of by many 
authors; and by certain stones which he identifies with 
the katunes, M. Waldeck computes the age of some 
of the ruins, but I am unable to tell which are the 
stones meant, unless they be those already mentioned 
as elephants’ trunks.

Besides the columns mentioned in connection with 
doorways, many others are found whose use in most 
cases is not understood. They are both round and 
square, and usually, if not always, composed of sev­
eral pieces placed one upon another. Among them 
may be mentioned the row of round columns on the

tured, and that each room has airholes above the cornice, both square and 
round, from 3 to 5 inches in diameter. Nouvelles Annales des Koy., 1841, 
tom. xciL, p. 311.
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terrace of the Governor's House at Uxmal, sixteen 
columns at Xul from the ruins of Nohcacah, thirty-six 
square columns on the summit platform of the pyra­
mid at Ako, three hundred and eighty short pillars, 
also square, arranged round a square at Chichen, eight 
round pillars on the terrace of the round house at 
Mayapan, the reported line of square columns orig­
inally supporting a galley at Mérida, and finally the 
lrioholiths of Sijoh, which latter may have been idols.

1 now come to the interior and exterior decorations 
of the Yucatan buildings. In some apartments, par­
ticularly at Uxmal, the walls and ceilings present only 
the plain surface of the hewn blocks of stone. Most, 
however, are covered with a coating of fine white 
plaster, and in many this plastered surface is wholly 
or partially covered with paintings in bright colors. 
The paintings are much damaged in every case, but 
seem to have been executed with much care and skill. 
They are, apparently, never purely ornamental, but 
represent some definite objects, oftener than otherwise 
human beings in various attitudes and employments, 
battles, processions, and dances. In one or two local­
ities, as at Kewick, a single stone is decorated with 
painting, while the rest of the surface is left plain. 
Niches in the walls of a room at Chichen, benches 
along the sides and ends at Tuloom, and a reported 
inner cornice at Zayi vary the usual interior monotony 
of the Maya apartments.

Interior sculptured decorations are of comparatively 
rare occurrence. A few of the lintels and jambs in 
each of the cities are covered with carvings ; the steps 
leading up to the raised inner room at Kabah, together 
with the base of the walls at their sides, are sculp­
tured; small circles are cut on the walls of the Casa 
del Adivino at Uxmal; a tablet of hieroglyphics 
stretches over the inner doorways of a corridor at Chi­
cken; and a sculptured procession covers the wall and 
ceiling of a room on the Gypinasium wall at the same 
city. Hieroglyphic inscriptions are not very numerous,
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but are apparently identical in character witlfthose we 
have seen at Copan. The only instance Boted of in­
terior decoration in stucco is that of tli^ stucco birds 
in a room at Kabah, and a few stuccoed!columns.

The exterior walls have almost invariably a cornice 
extending over the doorways round the whole circum­
ference, and another near the roof. Several buildings 
have one or two additional cornices. Besides the cor­
nices a very few fronts are plain; most are so below 
the lower cornice, but are decorated in their upper 
portions, as several are from top to bottom, with a 
mass of complicated sculptured designs, of which the 
reader has formed a clear idea by the drawings that 
have been presented. These ornaments, or the sep­
arate parts of each, are carved on the faces of cubical 
or rectangular blocks which are built into the face of 
the wall, each carved piece fitting most accurately 
into its place as part of a most elaborate whole. Some 
parts of the decoration .are also joined to the walls by 
means of long tenons. In the human faces represented 
in profile among the ornamental carvings the flattened 
forehead, or contracted facial angle, is the most impor­
tant feature noticed, and this is not as strongly marked 
as in many other regions of America. Excepting the 
phallus, which is prominent in many of the decora­
tions, and which was probably a religious symbol, no 
ornaments of an obscene nature are noticed. In­
stead of stone, stucco is employed at Labphak in 
exterior decorations, and to a slight extent at Tuloom 
also. Over the front wall of some buildings, and from 
the centre of the roof of others, rises a lofty wall, 
sometimes in peaks, or turrets, apparently intended 
only as a basis for ornamentation. At Kabah this 
supplementary wall is plain and resembles from a dis­
tance a second story; on the Nunnery at Uxmal the 
ornamentation is in stone ; but in other cases stucco is 
employed. Only one exterior wall, at Chunhuhu, is 
plastered; but all the exterior decorations are sup-
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posed to have been originally painted, traces of bright 
colors still remaining in sheltered positions.106

The scarcity of idols among the Maya antiquities 
must be regarded as extraordinary. The double­
headed animal and the statue of the Old Woman at 
Uxmal ; the nude figure carved on a long flat stone 
and the small statue in two pieces, at Nohpat; the 
idol at Zayi reported as in use for a fountain; the 
rude unsculptured monoliths of Sijoli; the scattered 
and vaguely mentioned idols on the plains of Maya- 
pati; and the figures in terra cotta collected by Nor­
man at Campeche, complete the list; and many of 
these may have been originally merely decorations for 
buildings. That the inhabitants of Yucatan were 
idolaters there is no possédé doubt, and in connection 
with the magnificent shrines and temples erected by 
them, stone representatives of their deities carved with 
all their aboriginal art and rivaling or excelling the 
grand obelisks of Copan, might naturally be sought 
for. But in view of the facts it must be concluded 
that the Maya idols were small, and that such as es­
caped the fanatic ieonoclasm of the Spanish ecclesias­
tics, were buried by the natives, as the only means of 
preventing their desecration. Altars are as rare as 
idols; indeed, only at Tuloom are such relics definitely 
reported, and then they are of small size and of sim-

106 Mr Jones believes that the ornaments on the Maya façades must have 
liven sculptured after the stones in a rough state had liven put in place, and 
not before, as Mr Stephens thinks. Hist. Ane. Amer., p. 0*2. The following 
is Mr Waldevk’s not very clear explanation of the mode of decorating these 
façades. 4 Voulaient-ils couvrir une façade d’ornements ou de figures sym­
boliques, ils commençaient par peindre la muraille toute entière de la cou­
leur (pi’ils avaient choisie; presque toujours c’était le rouge qui formait le 
fond.......Cette première operation tel minée, on posait sur le mur peint la mar­
queterie en pierre qui devait servir d’ornement et on la badigeonnait avec, 
plus de soin que le tond. Le bleu était employé dans ce travail.’ You. Pitt., 
pp. 7*2-3. ‘In the Mayan delineations of the human countenance the con­
tracted facial angle is as remarkable as in the paintings of the Aztecs.’ 
Prichard's Researches, vol. v., p. 340. Sec Poster's Pre-Hist. Races, p. 302. 
‘On retrouve chez quelques-uns de ces Indiens les traits bien accentués de 
la race au front fuyant et au nez busqué, qui construisit les palais<VV xmal, 
de Valenque, et de Chichen-Itza. Je fus frappé de cette analogie, quoique 
la similitude soit loin d’être parfaite, les artistes nationaux ayant exagérée 
vraisemblablement certains caractères qui constituaient alors l’idéal ue la 
beauté.’ Morelct, Voyage, torn, i., p. 147.
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pie construction, merely hewn blocks on which copal 
was burned.

^ The almost complete lack of pottery, implements,
and weapons is no less remarkable. Earthen relics, 
so abundant over nearly the whole surface of the Pa- 
citic States, even in the territory of the wildest tribes, 
where no ruined edifices are to be seen, are rarely met 
with in Yucatan and Chiapa, where the grandest ruins 
indicate the highest civilization. No trace of any 
metal has been found in Yucatan, although there is 
some historical evidence that copper implements were 
used by the Mayas to a slight extent in the sixteenth 
century, the material for which must have been brought 
from other parts of the country. Besides spear and 
arrow heads of flint or obsidian which have been found 
in small numbers in different parts of the state, and 

/ the implements included in the Camacho collection at 
Campeche already mentioned, there remains to be 
noticed “a collection of ktone implements, gathered 
by Dr. J. W. Veile, in Yucatan,” spoken of by Mr Fos­
ter as resembling in many respects similar relics from 
the Mississippi Valley. “The material employed is 
porphyry. Some of them are less than two inches in 
length, and the edges are polished as if from use. At 
the first glance it would be said that many of these 
implements were too small for practical purposes, but 
when we reflect that the material out of which the 
ancient inhabitants of that region cut their basso- 
relievos, was a soft coralline limestone, 1 find, by ex­
periment, that such a tool is almost as effective as one 
of steel. Some of the implements, however, are 
cylindrical in shape, with the convex surface brought 
to an edge, and the opposite side ground out like a 
gouge.”107 There can be little doubt that the Maya 
sculpture was executed with tools of stone, although 
with such implements the complicated carvings on 
hard zapote lintels must have presented great diffi­
culties even to aboriginal patience and skill.

107 Foster's Pre-Hist, liners, pp. 212-13.
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With respect to the artistic merit of the monuments 
of Yucatan, and the degree of civilization which they 
imply on the behalf of their builders, I leave the 
reader to form his own conclusion from the information 
which 1 have collected and presented as clearly as pos­
sible in the preceding pages. That they bear, as a 
whole, no favorable comparison with the works of the 
ancient Greeks, Romans, Egyptians, Assyrians, and 
perhaps other old-world peoples must, I believe, be 
granted. Yet they are most wonderful when consid­
ered as the handiwork of a people since lapsed into a 
condition little above savagism. I append in a note 
some quotations designed to show the impression these 
monuments have made on explorers and students.108

io# «Depuis le can Catoche jusou’au pied delà Cordillère centrale, analo­
gie frappante dans le caractère, 1 ensemble et les proportions des diverses 
parties des ouvrages.’ ‘Quant à l’impression que fait éprouver l’examen 
de l’architecture de tous ces édifices, je dois ajouter que les idées fines de 
l’artiste ont évidemment été exécutées d’une manière qui ne les rend nulle­
ment.’ ‘Toutefois on rencontre, notamment à Uxmal, des preuves suffi­
santes qu’ils étaient parvenus li pinède dextérité dans quelques-unes de 
leurs sculptures. On reconnaît leur ad dresse à représenter les formes hu­
maines, dans les idoles et les figures en argile... .Ces ouvrages sont supé­
rieurs, sous tous les rapports de l'art, h tout ce que cette nation a produit.’ 
Friederiehsthal, in Nouvelles Annales des Voy., 1841, torn, xcii., pp. 303, 
312. 4 Esa bel la y elegante arquiteetura, csos soberbios é imponentes ador-
nos, superiorcs à todo lo que hasta hoy ha podido verse y concebirse.’ 1 Rui­
nas soberbias, que agobian la imaginaeion y oprimen el entendimiento.’ ld., 
in Dire. Unir., torn, x., p. 291. 4 The splendid temples and palaces still 
standing attest the power of the priests and of the nobles; no trace remains 
of the huts in which dwelt the mass of the nation.’ Gallatin, in Amer. 
Kfhno. Sue., Transact., vol. i., p. 174. Uxmal ‘the American Palmyra.* 
U’a/pjniiMy Gray. it. Stat., p. 144. 4 El primer goljie de vista de su con junto,
es grandioso, es imponente. Examinandolos luego en detail, causa admi- 
racion el (listinto brden de arquiteetura que se nota en cada edilicio, la ele- 
gancia caprichosa de sus formas, la abundancia y riqueza del material que 
interior y exteriormente es todo de piedra de silleria, el lujo prodigioso de 
los adornos variados hasta lo infinite de un modo raro, original y nunca 
visto, y la perfeceion y maestria conque todo ha si do ejeeutado.’ 4 Né ta se 
en Uxmal.... la infancia del arte en punto (i estâtuaria.’ M. F. F., in Re- 
yistro Vue., ton», i., pp. 303, 305.’ ‘En somme, les ruines d’Uxmal nous 
paraissent être la dernière expression de la civilisation américaine; nulle 
part un tel assemblage de ruines, maisons particulières, temples et palais.’ 
Charnay, Ruines Amer., p. 374. 4 La arquiteetura do Uxmal brillante en
su persjiectiva, es complicada y simétrica en sus dibujos, robusta en sus 
cimientos y tcrraplenea, si min'd ica en sus geroglificos y figuras humanas.... 
y bast an te delicada en sus cornizas y molduras.’ L. G., in lleyistro Yuc., 
torn, i., ]>. 277. ‘The sculpture at Uxmal is not only as fine, but distinctly 
of a Grecian character.’ \ Jones' Hist. Ane. Amer., p. 107. ‘ Plusieurs de ces
constructions ne laissent rien h désirer au point de vue du bon goût et des 
règles de l’art.’ Morelet, Yvyaye, torn, i., p. 193. M. Yiollet-le-Duc’s con-
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Finally I have to consider the antiquity of the Yu­
catan monuments. As in the case of all ruined cities 
and edifices, the questions, when and by whom were 
they built? are of the most absorbing interest. In 
Yucatan the latter question presents no difficulties, 
and the former few, compared with those connected 
with other American ruins. It was formerly a favor­
ite theory that the great American palaces and tem­
ples of ancient tiiftes, whose remains have astonished 
the modern world, were the work of civilized peoples 
that have become extinct, probably of some old-world 
people which long centuries ago settled on our coasts 
and flourished for a long period, but was at last forced 
to succumb to the native races whose descendants 
occupied the land at the coming of Europeans in the 
sixteenth century. The discussion of, the origin of the 
American people and of the American civilization, as 
well as of the possible agency of old-world elements 
in the development of the latter, belongs to another 
part of my work; still it may be appropriately stated 
here that the theory of extinct civilized races in 
America, to which our ruined cities may be attributed, 
rests upon only the very vaguest and most unsubstan­
tial foundation, while so far as the Yucatan cities are 
concerned it rests on no foundation at all.

The traditional history of the peninsula,,which will 
be given in the following volume, represents Yucatan 
as constituting the mighty Maya empire, whose rulers, 
secular and religious, reared magnificent cities, palaces,

elusions and speculations are mostly directed to prove that the builders were 
of mixed race, white and yellow, Aryan and Turanian. He supports his 
theory by a study of the faces among the sculptured decorations, and hy 
pointing out in the buildings traditions of structures in wood, and also the 
use of mortar, the use of wood ami mortar being peculiar, as he claims, to 
different races. Charnay, Ruine* Amtr., introd. ‘These antiijuities show 
that this section of the continent was anciently occupied by a people admira­
bly skilled in the arts of masonry, building, and architectural decoration.' 
Baldwin's Ane. Amer., p. 101. ‘The builders of the ruins of the city of 
Chi-Chen and Uxmal excelled in the mechanic and line arts. It is obvious 
that they were a cultivated, and doubtless a very numerous people.’ Nor- 
nutn's Rambles in Vue., p. 175. ‘Ohne Zweifel zu den herrlichsten Amerikas 
gehoren. Welch riesenhafte Ilautcn file cine Nation, die ailes mit stei- 
uernen •Instrumente!! arheitete!’ Heller, Ret sen, p. 200.
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and temples, and which flourished in great, if not its 
greatest, power down to within a little more than a 
century of the Spaniards’ coming. Then the empire 
was more or less broken up by civil wars, an era of 
dissension and comparative weakness ensued, some of 
the great cities were abandoned in ruins, hut the edi­
fices of most, and especially the temples, were still 
occupied by the disunited factions of the original em­
pire. In this condition the Spaniards found and con­
quered the Maya people. They found the immense 
stone pyramids and buildings of most of the cities 
still used by the natives for religious services, although 
not for dwellings, as they had probably never been so 
used even by their builders. The conquerors estab­
lished their own towns generally in the immediate 
vicinity of the aboriginal cities, procuring all the 
building material they needed from the native struc­
tures, destroying so far as possible all the idols, altars, 
and other paraphernalia of the Maya worship, and 
forcing the discontinuance of all ceremonies in honor 
of the heathen gods. A few cities escaped the damn­
ing blight of European towns in their vicinity, and 
kept up their rites in secret for some years later ; such 
were Uxmal, Tuloom, and probably others of the best 
preserved ruins. All the early voyagers, conquista­
dores, and writers speak of the wonderful stone edi­
fices found by them in the country, partly abandoned 
and partly occupied by the natives. To suppose that 
the buildings they saw and described were not identi­
cal with the ruins that have been described uy these 
pages, that every trace of the former has disappeared, 
and that the latter entirely escaped the notice of the 
early visitors to Yucatan, is too absurd to deserve a 
moment’s consideration. That the Mayas were found 
worshiping in the temples of an extinct race is a posi­
tion almost equally untenable. The Spaniards forced 
the Mayas to accept a new faith, utterly crushed out 
their ancient spirit by a long course of oppression, and 
then together with other Europeans resorted to the
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theory of an extinct old-world race to account for the 
wonderful structures which the ancestors of the de­
graded Mayas could not have reared. The Mayas are 
not, however, the only illustrations of a deteriorated 
race to he seen in Yucatan, as will be understood by 
comparing the present Spanish population of the 
peninsula with the proud Castilian conquerors of the 
sixteenth century.

Mr Stephens, to whom many of the Spanish and 
Maya documents relating to Yucatan history were 
unknown, sought carefully for proofs in support of his 
belief that the cities were constructed by “tbe same 
races who inhabited the country at the time of the 
Spanish conquest, or by some not very distant progeni­
tors.” He was entirely successful in establishing the 
truth of liis position, which rested on the statements 
of the historians with whose works he was acquainted, 
and on the following points, many of them discovered 
by himself, and whose only weakness is the fact that 
they were not really needed to justify his conclusions. 
1st. The Maya arch in the foundations of the Fran­
ciscan convent at Merida, built in 1547, with the his­
torical statement that Merida was built on the mounds 
of ancient Tihoo. 2d. The traditional destruction of 
Mayapan in 1420. 3d. The custom of the Spaniards
to locate their towns near those of the natives, to­
gether with the almost uniform location of the ruins 
near the modern towns. 4th. The skeletons and 
skulls dug up at Ticul were pronounced by J)r Mor­
ton to belong to the universal American type. 5th. 
Sr Peon’s deed to the Uxmal estate, dated in 1673, 
states that the natives still worshiped in the stone 
buildings; that a native then claimed the estate as 
having belonged to his ancestors; that at that time 
there were doors in the ruins which were opened and 
shut; and that water was then drawn from the agua- 
das. 6th. The sword in the hands of the kneeling 
sculptured figure at Kabah, which has already been 
mentioned as almost identical with an aboriginal Maya
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weapon. 7th. A map dated 1557 was found at Mani, 
on which Uxmal is designated by a différent character 
from all the other surrounding towns, being the only 
one that is not surmounted by a cross. 8th. With the 
map was found a document in the Maya language, also 
dated 1557, announcing the arrival of certain officials 
with interpreters at, and their departure from, Uxmal. 
Now there never was a Spanish town of Uxmal, and 
the hacienda was not established until one hundred 
and forty-five years later. 9th. The gymnasiums at 
Chichen and Uxmal, agreeing with those traditionally 
described in connection with certain aboriginal games 
of ball. 1 Oth. Many scattered resemblances to Aztec 
relics and customs. 11th. The European penknife 
discovered in a grave with aboriginal relics at Kantu- 
nile. 12th. The comparatively fresh appearance of 
the altars and other relics at Tuloom.109

It may then be accepted as a fact susceptible of no 
doubt that the Yucatan structures were built by the 
Mayas, the direct ancestors of the people found in the 
peninsula at the conquest and of the present native 
])< ^ Respecting their age we only know the
date of their abandonment—that is the fifteenth and 
sixteenth centuries. Nothing in the ruins themselves 
gives any clue to the date of their construction, and 
this is not the place to discuss the few vague historical 
traditions bearing on the subject. The data on which 
different writers have based their speculations, and 
claimed for these monuments greater or less antiquity 
are the following. 1st. The immense trees that are 
found growing on the ruins, and the accumulation of 
soil and vegetable matter on the roofs and terrace 
platforms; but to persons acquainted with the rapid 
growth of trees in tropical countries, these constitute 
no evidence of antiquity. 2d. The ignorance of the 
natives respecting the builders of the monuments ; 
the investigations of Indian character in the preced-

109 Stephens' Yucatan, vol. i., pp. 93- 9, 140, 274, 322-5, 413, vol. ii., pp. 
204-73, 306, 343, 406.
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ing volumes of this work, however, show conclu­
sively enough that two generations, to say nothing 
of three centuries, are amply sufficient to blot from 
the native mind everything definite concerning the 
past. 3d. Comparisons of the Yucatan ruins with 
different old-world remains; the argument being that 
if an American monument is more dilapidated than 
an Egyptian one, it must he older. 4th. And on the 
other hand, against a great antiquity, the destructive­
ness of the tropical vegetation and tropical rains. 5th. 
The softness of the building material. 6th. The per­
fect preservation in many places of wood and paint. 
7th. The rapid decay of the ruins between the periods 
of the earliest and latest visits.

It will be at once noted that the preceding points 
all bear on the date of abandonment and not at all on 
the date of construction. Explorers may marvel, 
according to the view they take of the matter, either 
that the buildings have resisted for three or four hun­
dred years the ded uctive agencies to which they have 
been exposed; or, that three or four short centuries 
have wrought so great ravages in structures so strongly 
built; still the fact remains that the buildings were 
abandoned three or four hundred years ago. M. Wal- 
deek’s theory, by which he computes the antiquity of 
some of the ruins by certain stones peculiarly placed in 
the walls, or by the small houses—cal/i, or house, being 
one of the signs of the Aztec calendar—over the door­
ways of the Nunnery at Uxmal, like Mr Jones’ argu­
ment that the structures must have been reared before 
the invention of the arch, is mere idle speculation, 
utterly unfounded in fact or probability. The history 
of the Mayas indicates the building of some of the 
cities at various dates from the third to the tenth cen­
turies. As 1 have said before, there is nothing in the 
buildings to indicate the date of their erection,—that 
they were or were not standing at the commencement 
of the Christian Era. We may see how, abandoned 
and uncared for, they have resisted the ravages of the
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elements for three or four centuries. How many cen­
turies they may have stood guarded and kept in 
repair by the builders and their descendants we can 
only conjecture.110

no ‘Dilato la fundacion de Uxmal ii l.r>0 6 200 alios ântea del de 1535, en 
nue tuvo efecto la conquista del pain por los espa noies.’ L. G., in Registro 
Yuc., tom. i., p. 276. ‘Aunque el mar de conjecturas que las cubreseamuy 
ancho, y de libre navegacion para todo el mundo, crco, sin embargo, que lo 
ménoe ridlculo y mas acertado es no engolfarse en cl.* M. F. F., in la., p. 
303. Gogolludo found in the Casa del Adivino at Uxmal traces of recent 
sacrificial offerings. Hist. Yuc., p. 193. ‘ Fassen wir nun dies# ailes zusnm-
minen, so haben wir in den Ituinen Uxmals édité Denkmaler tultekischer 
Kunst von einem Alter von ungeffthr 800 Jahren.’ llellcr, Reiytn, p. 264. 
‘Elles paraissent, en majeure partie, appartenir il l’architecture toltèque 
et dater d’au moins mille ans/ Baril, Mexique, p. l‘28. Fricderichsthal, 
in Registro Yuc., torn, ii., pp. 437-43, and many others regard the Yu­
catan and other Central American ruins as the work of the Toltecs. See 
vol. ii., cap. ii., and vol. v. of this work on this point. Uxmal generally 
regarded as having been founded by Alicuitok Tutul-Xiu between 870 and 
894 A. I). Brasseur de Bourbourg, Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. ii., p. 22. Chi- 
chen seems older than the other ruins. The Maya MS. places its discoveiy 
l>etween 360 and 432 A. I). Stephens' Yficatan, vol. ii., p. 323. ‘Uxmal is 
placed by us as the last built of all the Ancient Cities as yet discovered on 
the Western Continent.’ Jones' Hist. Ane. Amer., pp. 104, 101. ‘Evidently 
the city of Chi-Chcn was an antiquity when the foundations of the Parthenon 
at Athens, and the Cloaca Maxima at Home, were being laid.’ The ruins 
of Yucatan ‘belong to the remotest antiquity. Their age is not to lie 
measured bv hundreds, but by thousands of years.’ Norman's Rambles in 
Yuc., pp. 177-8. Sec Waldeck, Voy. Pitt., pp. 71, 97-8; Prescott's Mcx., 
vol. ill., pp. 412-13; Foster's Pre-Hist. Races, p. 398.
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Beau Relief-Temple of the Cross—Statue—Temple of the 
Sun—Miscellaneous Ruins and Relics—Ruins of Ococingo— 
Winged Globe —Wooden Lintel—Terraced Pyramid — Mis­
cellaneous Ruins of Chiapas — Custepeques, Xiouipii.as,' La­
guna Mora, Copanabasti.a, and ZitalX —Huehuetan — San 
CristOval —Remains on the Usumacinta— Comparison be­
tween Palenque and the Cities of Yucatan Antiquity of 
1’ALENyi E -Conclusion.

The next step, as antiquarian investigation is 
pushed westward along the continental line, will 
lead us from the boundaries of Guatemala and Yu­
catan to the isthmus of Tehuantepec. The included 
territory, constituting the geographical basis of the 
present chapter, stretches on the Atlantic shore from 
the Laguna de Termines to Laguna de Santa Ana, 
about one hundred and fifty miles, and on the Pacific 
a somewhat less distance from the bar of Ayutla to 
the bar of Tonal;!. The northern and smaller portion 
—all in the low and flat tierra caliente—is comprised

(3ti0j
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iii the state of Tabasco, with a part of El Carmen, a 
province belonging politically, 1 believe, to Yucatan; 
while in the south—a high and mountainous region, 
except a very narrow strip along the Pacific border— 
we have the state of Chiapas, with its south-eastern 
province of Soconusco, to the political possession of 
which Guatemala, no less than her neighbor, has 
always laid claim. Tabasco and Chiapas, like Yuca­
tan, are states of the Mexican Republic, although 
they are situated in what it is more convenient to 
term Central America, and in a region treated in a 
preceding volume of this work as a part of the Maya 
territory. This chapter will consequently complete 
the description of southern, or Maya, antiquities, and 
bring us to the study of Naliua monuments in the 
north.

Tabasco, a part of the aboriginal Andhuac Xica- 
lanco, extends inland seventy-five miles on an average 
throughout'its whole length. It is for the most part 
a low marshy plain—the American tierra caliente par 
excellence—-of the usual tropical fertility, covered 
with an exuberant growth, but extremely unhealthy 
to all but natives, except while the winter winds 
render the navigation of the coast waters dangerous. 
This tract is traversed by two large rivers, flowing 
from the hilly country farther inland, the Tabasco 
and Usumacinta, under several different names, com­
municating with each other by many branches, and 
pouring, or rather creeping, into the gulf through 
many mouths. In the annual season of inundation 
from June to October, the whole country is involved 
in a labyrinth of streams and sloughs, and travel by 
land becomes impossible. The luxuriant tropical 
vegetation includes arvariety of valuable dye-woods, 
the export of which constitutes the leading industry 
of the few towns located on the banks of the larger 
streams. On the immediate coast some large towns 
and temples were seen by the early voyagers, but 1 
have jio information that relics of any kind have been
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discovered in modern times. It is true that no care­
ful explorations have been made, but the character of 
the country is not promising, so far as ruined cities 
and other architectural monuments are concerned. 
Indeed, it is not improbable that a large part of this 
region was covered by a body of water similar to the 
Laguna de Terminus, at a time when the great abo­
riginal Central American cities, now far inland, were 
founded. Moreover, as state boundaries are not very 
accurately laid down in the maps, and as the location 
of relics by travelers is in many cases vague, it is 
quite possible that some of the few miscellaneous 
monuments which I shall describe in this chapter, 
are really within the limits of Tabasco instead of 
Chiapas.

As we go southward from the gulf coast, and reach 
the boundary of Chiapas the face of the country changes 
rapidly from marshy flat to undulating hills of grad­
ually increasing height toward the Pacific, retaining 
all the wonderful fertility and density of tropical for­
est growth without the pestilential malaria and op­
pressive heat of the plain below. Here is an earthly 
paradise, the charms of which have been enjoyed with 
enthusiastic delight by the few lovers of nature who 
have penetrated its solitudes.1

The natural advantages of this region seem to have 
been fully appreciated by aboriginal Americans, for

1 The physical features and natural beauties of this region are perhaps 
more vividly and eloquently described by the French traveler Morelct than 
by any other visitor. Voyage, tom. i., pp. ‘245-85; Travels, pr>. 65-111. 
M. Morelct visited Palemiuc from the Laguna de Terminus, passing up the 
Usumacinta and its branches, while other visitors approached for the most 
part from the opj>osite direction. He gives, moreover, much closer atten­
tion to nature in its varied aspects than to artificial monuments of the past. 
‘L’esprit est frappé par le rêve biblique de l’Eden, et l’œil cherche vaine­
ment l’Ève et l’Adam de ce jardin des merveilles: nul être humain n’y 
planta sa tente; sept lieues durant ces perspectives délicieuses se succèdent, 
sept lieues de ces magnifiques solitudes nue bornent de trois côtés les hori­
zons bleus de la Cordillère.’ Charnay, Ruines Amtr., p. 412. ‘La nature 
toujours prodigue de ses dons, dans ce climat enchanteur, lui assurait en 
profusion, avec une éternelle fertilité, et une salubrité éprouvée durant une 
longue suite de siècles, tout ce qu’un sol fécond, sous un ciel admirable, 
peut fournir spontanément de productions nécessaires à l’entretien et au 
repos de la vie.’ Brasseur de Bourbourg, Hist. Nat. Civ., torn, i., p. 8‘2.
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here they reared the temples and palaces of one of 
their grandest cities, or religious centres, which as a 
ruin under the name of Palenque has become famous 
throughout the world, as it was doubtless throughout 
America in the days of its pristine glory many centu­
ries ago. Built on the heights just mentioned, which 
may be .appropriately termed foothills of the lofty 
sierras beyond, its high places afforded a broad view 
over the forest-covered plain below to the waters of 
the gulf. A detailed account of the explorations by 
which the ruins of this city have been brought to 
light, and of the numerous books and reports resulting 
from such explorations, is given in the appended note.3

8 In 1746, while Padre Antonio de Solis was temporarily residing at 
Santo Domingo, a part of his curacy, the ruins were accidentally found by 
his nephews; although Stephens, Cent. Amer., vol. ii., p. ‘294, gives a re- 
port without naming his authority—probably Antiq. Mex.} tom. i., div. i., 
p. v., or Juarros, Hist. Guat.} p. is., where the date is given as the middle 
of the century—which he does not credit, that they were found by a party 
of Spaniards in 1750.- From one of the nephews, Itamon Ordonez, then a 
schoolboy at San Cristoval, first heard of the ruins in which he took so deep 
an interest in later years. In 1773 Ordonez sent his brother with one (iu- 
tierrez de la Torre and others to make explorations, and from their report 
wrote an account—probably the Mnnoria rclativa à las ruinas de la Ciudad 
deseubierta en lasinmcdiar.iones del pueblo dr Palenque, a MS. in Brasseur’s 
collection, (Mb. Mex. Gnat., p. 113,) from which these facts were gathered 
which was forwarded in 1784 to Estacheria, President of the (iuatemalan 
Audiencia Real. President Estachcria, by an order dated Nov. ‘28, 1784, 

Expnliente sobre el deseubrimiento dr una (/ran ciudad, etc., MS., in the 
Archives of the Royal Hist. Acad, of Madrid, —instructed José Antonio 
Calderon, Lieut. Alcalde Mayor of Santo Domingo, to make further explo­
rations. Calderon’s report,—Informe de It. J. A. Calderon, etc., translated 
in substance in Brasseur, Palcnqué, Introd., pp. 5-7,—is dated Dec. 15, 
1764, so that the survey must have Wen very actively pushed, to bring to 
light as was claimed, over 200 ruined edifices in so short a time. Some 
drawings accompanied this report, but they have never Wen published. In 
Jan. 1785 Antonio Bernasconi, royal architect in (iuatemala, was ordered 
to continue the survey, which he did between Feb. 25 and June 13, when 
lie handed in his report, accompanied by drawings never published so far as 
1 know. Bernasconi’s report with all those precediug it was sent to Spain, 
and from the information thus given, «I. B. Munoz, Royal Historiographer, 
made a report on American antiquities by order of the king.

In accordance with a royal cedilla of March 15, 1786, Antonio del Rio 
was ordered by Estachcria to complete the investigations. With the aid 
of seventy-nine natives Del Rio proceeded to fall the trees and to clear the 
site of the ancient city by a general conflagration. His examination lasted 
from May 18 to June 2, and his report with many drawings was sent to 
Spain. Copies were, however, retained in (iuatemala and Mexico, and one 
of these copies was in Brasseur’s collection under the title of Descripcion 
dd terrrno y voblacion antigua, etc. Another copy was found, part in 
(iuatemala and the rest in Mexico, by a Dr M'Quy. It was taken to Eng­
land, translated, and published by Henry Berthoud, together with a com- 
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About the year 1564 a Dominican missionary, with 
a few Tzendal natives who had been converted to 
the true faith by his labors in their behalf, chose what 
he deemed a suitable location for future evangelical 
efforts, and founded the little town of Santo Domingo 
del Palenque, some seventy miles north-east of San
mcntary by Paul Felix Cabrera, entitled Tcatro Critico Americano, all 
under the general title of Description of an Ancient City, fete., London, 
182*2. The work was illustrated with eighteen lithographic plates, by M. 
Fred. Waldcck, ostensibly from Del Rio’s drawings; but it is elsewhere 
stated, Ant to. Mex., tom. i., div. i., p. vi., that Del ltio’s drawings did not 
accompany the work at all. If this lie true, the published plates must 
probably have been taken from the Litour-Allard conies of Custuftcda’s 
drawings, of which I shall speak presently, and indeed u comparison with 
Kings borough’s plates shows almost conclusively that such was in some 
cases at least their origin. Ilumlioldt sjtcaks of the Latour-Allurd plate of 
the cross as differing entirely from that of Del Rio. This difference does 
not appear in my copies. It is jiossible that the plates in uiy copy of Del 
Rio’s work, the only one I have ever seen, arc not the ones which originally 
apjKNired with the book. A French translation by M. Warden was pub­
lished by the Société de Géographie, with a part of the plates; and a Ger­
man translation by J. 11. von Minutoli, with an additional commentary hy 
the translator, appeared in Berlin, 1832, as Rcsehreibnnq einer alien Strutt, 
etc. This contained the plates, together with many .additional ones illus­
trating Mexican antiquities from various sources. The German editor says 
that the whole English edition, except two copies of proof-sheets, was de­
stroyed; but this would seem an error, since the work is often referred to 
by different writers, and the price paid for the copy consulted by me docs 
not indicate great rarity. Stephens, Cent. Amer., vol. ii., p. 2%, speaks 
of this as ‘the first notice in Europe of the discovery of these ruins, in­
correctly, unless we understand printed notice, and even then it must he 
noticed that Juarros, Hist, (iuat., 1808 18, pp. 18-19, gave a brief account 
of Palenquc. Del Rio, in llrasseur’s opinion, was neither artist nor archi­
tect, and his exploration was less complete than those of Calderon and 
Bernosconi, whose rejairts he proliahly saw, notwithstanding the greater 
force at his disposal. ‘Sin embargo de sus distinguidus circunstancias, 
caret: i a de notifias historiales para loque pet lia la materia, y de actividad 
para lograr un pel fccto dcscuhrimicnto.’ Reqistro Vue., tom. i., p. 320. 
The original Spanish of Del Rio’s report, dated dune 24, 1787 CI,- informe 
dado ttor D. Antonio del Rio id brigadier I). José Kstacheria, etc. was 
published in 1855, in the Diecionario Unir, de Cieoq. etc., tom. viii., pp. 
528-33. See also an extract from the same in Mosairo Hex., tom. ii., pp. 
330 4. In Antio. Mes., tom. i., div. ii., p. 70, it is stated that Julio (iar- 
rido wrote a work on Palenquc alsiut 1805, which was not published. That 
is all 1 know of it.

Front 1805 to 1808 (’apt. Guillaume Dupaix, in company with Luciano 
(’as tailed a, draughtsman, and a company of Mexican soldiers, hy order 
of Carlos 1V., King of Spain, made three expeditions to explore the anti­
quities of southern Mexico. Dupaix’s MS. report, ami 145 drawings hy 
Castaneda, were deposited in the Mexican archives to lie sent to Spain; 
but the revolution breaking out soon after, they were for some years for­
gotten. Copies of most of the drawings were obtained by M. Latour- 
Allard of Paris, passed through the hands of Humlsildt, who did not pub­
lish them, and later into English hands. They were engraved in London, 
1823, without any accompanying explanation, and M. Warden reproduced 
a part of them in a mémoire to the French Geographical Society. These
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Cristôval, the state capital, on a tributary of the Usu- 
macinta, not over twenty miles, perhaps less, from the 
head of navigation for canoes. Nearly two centuries 
later a group of magnificent ruins, whose existence 
had been before utterly unknown, at least to any but 
natives, was accidentally discovered only a few leagues
are certainly the plates in my copy of Del Rio, and I have hut little doubt 
that they are the only ones that ever accompanied his published work. 
Rulloek, Six Months' Residence in Mex., p. 330, says he copied Castane­
da's drawings in Mexico, 18‘23, but he published none of them. In 1831, 
conies of the Latour-Allard copies, made by the artist Aglio, were pub­
lished by Lord Kingslmrough, in vol. iv. of his Mexican Antiquities, to­
gether with the Spanish text of Dupaix’s report, obtained from I know 
not what source, in vol. v., and a carelessly made English translation of the 
same in vol. vi. of the same work. In 1828, the original text and drawings 
were delivered by the Mexican authorities to M. Bn rad ère—at least Sr 
Icaza, curator of the Mexican Museum, certified them to be the originals; 
but Sr Gondra, afterwards curator of the same institution, assured Bras­
seur that these also were only copies,—and were published the text in 
Spanish and French - in 1843, in Antiquités Mexicatnes. The faithfulness 
with which the descriptions and drawings of Dupaix and Castaneda were 
made, has never been called in ouest ion; but Castaneda was not a very 
skilful artist, as is admitted bv M. Farcy in his introduction to Antiq. 
Mex., and many of his faults of perspective were corrected in the plates of 
that work. M. Farcy states that all previous copies of the plates were 
very faultv, including those of Kings borough, although Humboldt, in a 
letter to M. Latour-Allard, testifies to the accuracy of the latter. A com­
parison of the two sets of plates shows much difference in the details of a 
tew of them, and those of the official edition are doubtless sujicrior The 
French editors, while criticising Kings bo rough’s plates more severely, as it 
seems, than they deserve, say nothing whatever of his text; yet both in 
the Spanish and translation it varies widely from the other, showing nu­
merous omissions and not a few evident blunders. Stephens, seconded bv 
Brasseur, objects to the slighting tone with which Dupaix’s editors speak 
of Del Rio’s report; also to their claim that only by government aid can 
such explorations be carried on. M. Waldeck says, Dalcnqué, j>. vii., that 
he tried to prevent the publication of tlu- plates in Kingslxirougn s work on 
account of their inaccuracy, although how lie could at that (late pretend 
to he a judge in the matter does not apin-ur. It is true that Castaneda’s 
drawings are not equal to those of Waldeck and Stephens, but they never­
theless give an excellent, idea of the general features of all ruins visited. 
Morelet says of I hipaix’s report : ‘Ce document est encore aujourd’hui le 
plus curieux et le plus intéressant que nous possédons sur les ruines de Ba- 
lenque.’ Voqage, tom. i., p. 208; Travels, p. 90. It was during the third 
expedition, begun in Dcceml>cr, 1807, tluit Dupaix visited Ralcnque with 
a force of natives. His survey lasted several months. The results may 
1ki found as follows: Dupaix, Sème expéd., in Antiq. Mex., tom. i., div. i , 
pp. 13 30, tom. iii., pi. xi.-xlvi., with an explanation by M. Lenoir, tom. 
ii., div. i., pp. 73 81; King&borough's Mex. Antiq., vol. v., pp. 294-330, vol. 
vi., pp. 473-83, vol. iv., pi xii.-xlv. To economize space I shall refer to 
these works by the simple names of Dupaix, and Kingshoromjh, with the 
number of page or plate; and 1 shall, moreover, refer directly to Kingsbor- 
ough only when differences may appear in text or plates.

Dr F. Corroy, a French physician of Tabasco, lived 20 years in the 
country and made several visits to Ralenquc, claiming to know more about 
the ruins than anyone else. An inscription on one of the entrances of the



RUINS UK PALENQUE.29U

from the town in the midst of a dense forest. Since 
their discovery in the middle of the eighteenth cen­
tury the ruins have been several times carefully ex­
plored both by public and private enterprise, and all 
their prominent features have been clearly brought to 
the knowledge of the world by means of illustrative
Palace, shown in Waldcck, pi. ix., reads ‘François Corroy de tercer viage 
en estas ruinas los dias ‘25 de Agosto. Unico liistoriador de hellos. Con su 
Esjsisa y Ija.’ He furnished some information from 1829 to 1832 to the 
French (leographical Society, and speaks of 14 drawings and a MS. history 
in his possession. Soc. Géog., Bulletin, tom. ix., No. GO, 1828, p. 198; 
Anfii/. .1 fcx., tom. i., div. ii., p. 7G. Col. Juan Galindo, at one time con­
nected with the British Central American service, also Governor of Peten, 
and corresponding member of the London Geographical Society, sent 
much information, with maps, plans, and sketches to the French Société 
de Géographie. His letter dated April 27, 1831, describing the Palempie 
ruins, is printed in Antiq. Mex., tom. i., div. ii., pp. G7-72, also an English 
translation in the Literary Gazette, No. 769, London, 1831, which was 
reprinted in the Loud. Geog. Soc., Jour., vol. iii., pp. GO-2. Lafond, Voy­
ages, tom. i., p. 142, states that Nebel visited Palcnque, and Muller, Urre- 
ligioncn, p. 459-00, also implies that this traveler explored the ruins; hut 
this is prohahly erroneous.

On April 12, 1832, M. Frédéric de Waldeck, the most indefatigable and 
successful explorer of Palenque, arrived at the mined city, illustrative 
plates of which he had engraved ten years before for Del Rio’s work. This 
veteran artist—64 years of age at that time, according to Brasseur’s state­
ment. Palenauf, p. vi., hut 67 if we may credit the current report in the 
newspapers that he celebrated his 109th birthday in Paris on Dec. 7, 1874, 
being still hale and hearty—built a cabin among the ruins and sj>cnt two 
whole years in their examination, - Brasseur, Palenqué, p. vi., incorrectly 
says three, years. 4 Deux ans de séjour sur les lieux,' Waldeck, Voy. Pitt., 
p. GS, translated ‘in a sojourn of twelve years,’ Bradford's Amer. Antiq., 
]>. 8G, -his expenses being paid by a subscription which was headed by 
the Mexican Government. More than 2(H) drawings in water and oil 
colors were the result of his labors, and these drawings, more fortunate 
than those made the next year in Yucatan -see n. 145 of this volume 
—escaped confiscation, although Stephens erroneously states the contrary, 
ami were brought to France. Waldeck, Voy. Pitt., p. vi. For various 
reasons Waldeck was unable to publish his promised work, and over 30 
years elapsed before the result of his lalnirs was made public, except 
through communications dated Aug. 28, and Nov. 1. 1832, sent to the 
Geographical Society at Paris. Lafond, Voyages, tom. i., p. 142. 1
shall speak again of his work. Mr Friederiehsthnl visited Palenque in his 
Central American travels before 1841, but neither his text nor plates, so far 
as I know, have ever l>een published. Brasseur de Bourbourg, Palcnqué, 
introd., p. 14. See pp. 146-7 of this vol.

In 1840, Messrs Stephens and Catherwood, after their exploration of the 
antiquities of Honduras and Guatemala, reached Palempie on May 9, re­
maining until June 4. Such are the dates given by Brasseur, the only 
antiuuarian except myself who has ever had the hardihood to explore 
Stephens’ writings for dates, but the actual examination of the ruins 
lasted only from May 11 to June 1. The results are found in Stephens' 
Vue., vol. ii., pp. 280-365, with 31 plates and cuts from Cntherwood’s draw­
ings; and in Cathcrwood's Views of A ne. Mon., N. York, 1844, 25 colored 
lithographs, with text by Mr Stephens. A French translation of Stephens’ 
description of Palenque is given m Brasseur de Bourbourg, Palenque, pp.
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plates and descriptive text. Waldeck and Stephens 
arc the best and most complete authorities, but the 
reports of Antonio del Rio, Guillaume Dupaix, Juan 
Galindo, and Désiré Charnay afford also much valua­
ble information, especially in connection with the two 
standard authorities mentioned. After a most care-
14-27. Respecting the ability of these explorers, and the faithfulness of 
their text and drawings, there van he but one opinion. Their work in Chi­
apas is excelled only by that of the same gentlemen in Yucatan. See p. 
140 of this vol.—Without aid from any government, they accomplished in 
20 days, at the height of the rainy season, the most unfavorable for such 
work, more satisfactory results, as Stephens justly claims, Cent. Amer., 
vol. ii., i>. 209, than any of their predecessors—except Waldeck, whose 
drawings had not then been published.

An anonymous account ot the ruins apjieared in 184,0 in the Registro 
Yucateco, tom. i., pp. 318 22. M. Morelet, of whom 1 have already 
spoken, spent a fortnight herein 1846. Voyages, tom. i., pp. 264-84; Trav­
els, pp. 64-111, with cuts from other sources. In 1858, M. Désiré Charnay, 
‘Chargé d’une mission par le ministre d’Etat, h l’effet d’explorer les ruines 
américaines,’ visited Palenque; but bis photographie efforts were less suc­
cessful here than elsewhere, and of the lour views published in his Atlas, 
only one, that of the tablet of the cross, is of great value in testing the ac­
curacy of preceding artists. His description, however, is interesting and 
valuable as showing the effects of time on the ruins since Stephens' visit. 
Charnay, Raines Amtr., Paris, 1863, pp. 411-41, phot. 19-22; Remarks 
by M. V iollct-lc-Duc, pp. 72-3.

In I860, a commission appointed bv the French government examined 
and reported upon Waldeck s collection, which was found to contain ninety- 
one drawings relating exclusively to Palenque, and ninety-seven represent­
ing objects from other localities. The Paienque drawings were reported to 
be far superior to any others in existence, a somewhat too decided penchant 
aux restaurations being the only defect; a defect, however, which is to a 
greater or less extent observable in the works of all antiquarians, several 
of Catherwood’s plates being confessedly restorations. In accordance with 
the report of the commission, the whole collection was purchased, and a 
sub-commission appointed to select a portion of the plates for publication. 
It was decided, however, to substitute for M. Waldeck’s proposed text 
some introductory matter to lie written by the Abbé Brasseur, a man emi­
nently qualified for the task, although at the time he had never jiersonally 
visited Palenque. He afterwards, however, passed a part of the month of 
January, 1871, among the ruins. The work finally apjieared in 1866, under 
the general title Mon aments Anciens da Mexique, in large folio, with com­
plicated sub-titles. It is made up as follows: -I. Avant Propos, pp. i.-xxiii., 
containing a brief notice of some of the writers on American Antiquities, 
and a complete account of the circumstances which led to the publication of 
this work; II. Introduction aux Ruines de Palcnqut, pp. 1-27, a historical 
sketch of explorations, with translations of différent reports, including that 
of Stephens nearly in full; III. Recherches sur les Raines, etc., pp. 29-83, 
being for the most part sjieculations on the origin of American civilization, 
with which I have nothing to do at present ; 1 v\ Description des Ruines, etc., 
bv M Waldeck, pp. i.-viii; V. Fifty-six large lithographic plates, of which 
Mos. i., v.-xlii., and 1., relate to Palenque, including a tine map of Yucatan 
and Chiapas. I shall refer to the plates simply by the name Waldeck ami the 
number of the plate. By the preceding list of contents it will be seen that 
this is by far the most important and complete work on the subject ever 
published. The publishers probably acted wisely in rejecting VValdeck's
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ful study of all that has been written on the subject, 
I shall endeavor to give the reader a clear idea of 
ruined structures which have given rise to more faith­
ful investigation and absurd speculation than any 
others on the continent.

The aboriginal name of the city represented by this 
group of ruins is absolutely unknown. Palemjue, the 
name by which it is known, is, as we have seen, sim­
ply that of a modern village near by. The word j»a- 
laujtte is of Spanish origin and means a stockade or 
enclosure of palisades. How it came to be applied to 
the village of Santo Domingo is not explained, but 
there is not the slightest reason to suppose that it has 
any connection with the ruins.3 Sr Ordonez, already 
mentioned, applies in his unpublished writings the 
name Naehan, ‘ city of the Serpents,’ the same as the
text as a whole, since his archæological speculations are always more or 
less absurd; but it would have been letter to give his descriptive matter 
more in full; and fault may be justly found with the confused arrangement 
of the matter, the constant references to numbers not found in the plates, 
ami with the absence of scales of measurement; the latter, although gen- 
erarly useless in the illustrations of an octavo volume, are always valuable 
in larger plates. In addition to the preceding standard authorities on I*a- 
lenque, there are brief accounts, made up from one or more of those men­
tioned, and which 1 shall baye little or no occasion to refer to in my 
description, as follows: Baldwin 8 Ane. Amer., pp. 104-11; Priest'# Amer. 
Antiq., pp. *246-7; Ponder's Mex. Gnat., vol. ii., pp. 157-69; Mv.Cullok's 
Researches in Amer., pp. ‘294-303; Klemm, Cultur- Geschichte, tom. v., pp. 
160-3; Arinin, Das Heutige Mex., pp. 73, 85-91; 1 Vappaus, Geog. u. Stat., 
p. 148; Xott and Gliddon's Indig. Races, pp. 184-5; D'Orbigny, Voyage, 
pp. 354, 356, plate, restoration from Dupaix; Fossey, Mexique, pp. 373, 564-6; 
same account in Kscalnn and Liana, Mej. Hist. Desert y , pp. 33*2-6; La- 
Jond, Voyages, tom. i., pp. 139-44; Bradford's Amer. Antiq., pp. 86-9; 
Democratic Renew, vol. i., p. 38; Brasseur de Bourbourg, Hist. Sat. Vie., 
tom. i., pp. 8*2-94; Davis' A nr. Amer., pp. 4-8; Malte-Brun, Birds de la 
Géog., tom vi., pp. 464-5; Frost's Piet. Hist., pp. 71-7; Willson's Amer. 
Hist., pp. 74-6; Jones' Hist. A ne. Amer., pp. 69-86, 1*27; Muller, Anted- 
hanisene Urreligionen, pp. 46*2, 498; Mosairo Mex., tom. ii., p. 330, cut, 
restoration from l)u|>aix; Muhlenyfon/t, Mejico, tom. ii.. p. *21; Revista 
Mex., tom. i., p. 498; Busehmann, Ortsnamen, pp. 117 *20, 181; Mauer's 
Mex. Aztec, etc., vol. ii., p. 180, cut,erroneously said to be a Yucatan altar; 
Littera. Taschenbuch der Deutsehen, in Russland, pp. 54-5; Foreign Quar. 
Review, vol. xviii., pp. 250-51 ; Larenaudière, Mex. Gnat., pp. 308-20, with 
plates from Stephens; Normans Rambles in Vue., pp. 284-92.

3 * Une enceinte de Isiis et de pallisades.’ Brasseur de Bourbourg, Pa- 
lenqué, p. 3*2; see also the Spanish dictionaries. ‘Tal vez es corrupt*ion de 
la palabra (aztee) palanaui, cosa pmlrida.’ Orozco y Betra, Geografia, p. 
84. ‘Means lists for lighting.’ Davis' Ane. Amer., p. 5. 1 rememlier also
to have seen it stated somewhere that palenque is the name applied to 
the fioles by which boatmen propel their boats on the waters of the tie ira 
caliente.
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Aztec Culhuacan, to Palenque, but so far as can be 
known, without any authority whatever. This name 
has been adopted without question by several writers, 
and it is quite common to read of “the ruins of Cul­
huacan, improperly termed Palenque.”* The old tra­
ditions of the primitive times when Votan’s great 
empire flourished, apply the name Xibalba not only 
to the empire but to a great city which was its capi­
tal. Palenque, as the greatest city of ancient times 
in this region which has left traces of its existence, 
may have been identical with Xibalba; the difficulty 
of disproving the identity is equaled only by that of 
proving it.5 The natives, here as elsewhere, have 
often applied to the city a name which simply, indi­
cates its ruined condition, calling it Otolum, ‘ place of 
falling stones,’ a name also borne bv the small stream 
on which the buildings stand. Waldeck writes it 
Ototiun, ‘stone house,’ which he derives from the na­
tive words otote and tinnich. Stephens calls the stream 
Otula. If there were any good reasons for abandon­
ing the designation Palenque, and there certainly are 
none, Otolum would perhaps be the most appropriate 
name to take its place.6 The name Xhembobel-Mo- 
yos, from that of another modern village of this region, 
seems sometimes to have been used by the natives in 
connection with Palenque ; and in a Tzendal manu­
script the name Ghocan, ‘sculptured serpent,’ is said to 
be used in the same connection ; while one author, draw-

4 Humboldt, in Nouvelles Annale* de* Va y., tom. xxxv., p. 327 ; Fosse y, 
Mexique, ]i. 373; Malte-/{run, Prrris de la Geo y., torn. vi., p. 464; Juarros, 
I list. Gnat., p. 19; D'Orbigng, Voyage, p. 3f>4; Brasseur de. Bourbourg, 
Hist. Nat. Civ., loin, i., p. 69. Brasseur, however, changed his mind alnmt 
the name in later works. Palenqut, j>. 32. Domenech, Deserts, vol. i., p. 
18, calls the name 1‘achan, probably by a typographical error.

1 Brasseur de Bourbourg, Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. i., p. Ill; Id., Popol 
Vuh, and Xi menez, Hist. Ind. Gnat., passim.

6 Me prouve, en effet, dans mon ouvrage sur ces célèbres ruines, que ce 
sont les débris de la ville d’Ototiun.’ Bralaeek, Voy. Pitt., p. 111. ‘ Otolum, 
c’est h dire Terre des pierres nui s’écroulent. C’est le nom de la petite rivière 
qui traverse les ruines. M. Waldeck, lisant ce nom de travers, en fait Oto­
tiun, (pii ne signifie rien.’ Brasseur de Bourbourg, Hist. Nat. Cir., torn, i . 
p. 69. ‘ 1 have restored to them the true name of Otolum, which is yet the 
name of the stream running through the ruins.’ Rajfinesque, quoted in 
Priest's Amer. Antiq., p. 246.
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ing heavily on his imagination, speaks of the “im­
mense city of Culhuaean or Huehuetlapallan," thus 
identifying Palenque with the famous city whence the 
Toltecs started in their traditional migration to Ami- 
lmac.7 By tlie Spanish inhabitants and most of the 
native population of Santo Domingo, the ruins are 
commonly spoken of as the Casas de Piedra.

The structures that have attracted the attention of 
and been described by all the successive explorers, 
are generally the same, and in their descriptions less 
exaggeration is found in the earlier reports than 
might naturally be expected. In extent, however, 
the city has gradually dwindled in the successive 
reports from two hundred buildings stretching over a 
space of twenty miles, to less than the area of a 
modern town of humble pretensions. A few scat­
tered mounds or fragments in the surrounding coun­
try, which very probably exist, but which have 
escaped the attention of modern travelers, eager to 
investigate the more wonderful central structures, 
are probably the only basis of the statements by the 
first explorers. The earlier visitors doubtless counted 
each isolated fragment of hewn stone, or other trace 
of the antiguos’ work, as representing an aboriginal 
edifice.8 Doubtless the condition of Palenque has 
changed materially for the worse since its discovery. 
The rapidity with which structures of solid stone are 
destroyed by the growth of a tropical forest, when 
once the roots have gained a hold, is noted with sur­
prise by every traveler. In the work of destruction, 
moreover, nature has not been unaided by man, and 
few visitors have been content to depart without

7 Brasseur tie Bourbourg, Palrnqu^, p. 32; Baril, Mexique, p. 27.
8 Calderon gives a list of 200 buildings more or less in ruins. Bernas- 

coni gives the city a circumference of C leagues and 1000 varus. Del Bio, 
Descrip., p. 4, gives the ruins an extent of 7 or 8 leagues from east to west, 
along the foot of a mountain range, but s|H*aks of only 14 buildings in 
which traces of rooms wore yet visible. According to Galindo the city ex­
tends 20 miles on the summit of the chain. Loud. Geog. Soc., vol. iii., 
v. 00. Waldeck, p. iii., says that the area is less than one square league. 
Sir Stephens, vol. ii., p. 3ÔÔ, pronounces the site not larger than the Park 
in New York city.
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some relic broken from the walls. Del Rio, if we 
may credit his own words, seems to have attempted a 
wholesale destruction of the city; lie says: “By 
dint of perseverance 1 effected all that was necessary 
to he done, so that ultimately there remained neither 
a window nor a doorway blocked up, a partition that 
was not thrown down, nor a room, corridor, court, 
tower, nor subterranean passage in which excavations 
were not effected from two to three varas in depth.”9

Palenque,—for I shall hereafter apply this name 
exclusively to the ruins,—is situated alunit six or 
seven miles10 south-west of Santo Domingo, and some 
sixty-five miles north-east of San Cristoval. The 
topography of the region is not definitely marked 
out on the maps, and the nomenclature of the streams 
and mountains is hopelessly confused; hut many par­
allel streams flow north-westward from the hills, and 
unite to form a branch of the Usumacinta sometimes 
called the Tulija. The Otohim on which the ruins 
stand seems to he a tributary from the north of one 
of the parallel streams. The location is consequently 
in a small valley high in the foothills, through which 
runs a mountain stream of small size during the dry 
season, hut becoming a torrent when swollen by the 
rains.11 — \

9 Dr scrip., ]>. 3.
10 Stephens says eight miles, vol. ii., p. 287; Dupaix, a little over two 

leagues, p. 14; Morulet, Voyage, turn, i., p. 245, two and a half leagues 
Travels, p. (it, two leagues; dummy, p. 41 (>, twelve kilomètres. The 
maps represent the distance as somewhat less than eight miles.

11 ‘Built on the slope of the hills at the entrance of the steep mountains 
of the chain of Tumhala,’ on the Otolutn, which Hows into the, Micliol, 
ami that into the Catasahii, or ('hacamal, and that into the Usumacinta 
three or four leagues from Las IMayas. which was formerly the shore of the 
great lake that covered the plain. 4 Les rues suivaient irrégulièrement le 
cours des ruisseaux <|tii en descendant, fournissaient en abondance tie l’eau 
à toutes les habitations.’ Il vasseur de Ilourbourg, Hist. Nat. Civ., torn, i , 
pp. 82-84. ‘Mide al suroeste del pueblo dos léguas largas de extension.’
Dupuix, p. 14, translated in Kiuffsborouefh, vol. vi., p. 473, ‘occupied a space 
of ground seven miles and a half in extent.* ‘Au nord-ouest du village 
indien de Santo Domingo <le Pulcn«|uc, dans la ci-devant province de 
Tzendales.’ Humboldt, in Nouvelles Annules des Voy., torn, xxxv , pp.
327-8. (lalindo, Antiq. Hex., tom. i., div. ii., p. 09, deserilies the location 
as on the summit of the range, and reached bv stairways from the valley 
below. On a plain eight leagues long, which extends along the foot of the 
highest mountain chain. Muhlcnp/ovdt, Mejicu, torn, ii., p. 21. Vetrifac-
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The present extent of the ruins, their distribution, 
and their relative size are shown in the accompanying 
plan, taken with slight changes to be mentioned in 
their proper place, from Waldeck.13 The structures 
that have been described or definitely located by any 
author are numbered on the plan, the unnumbered 
ones being heaps of ruins whose existence is mentioned 
by all, and the exact location of which M. Waldeck 
in his long stay was able to fix. It will be seen that 
the buildings all face the cardinal points with a very 
slight variation. So thick is the forest on the site and 
over the very buildings that no one of the latter can 
be seen from its neighbor or from the adjoining hills. 
M. Morelet, on one occasion, lost his bearings in the 
immediate vicinity, and although he did not perhaps 
go a half-mile from the ruins, yet he had the greatest 
difficulty in returning, and coming from a contrary 
direction thought at first he had discovered new mon­
uments of antiquity. When the trees are cut down, 
as they have been several times, only a few years are 
necessary to restore the forest to its original density, 
and each explorer has to begin anew the work of 
clearing.13

I begin with the largest of the structures, marked 
1 on the plan, and commonly known as the Palace, 
although of course nothing is known of its original 
use. From a narrow level on the left bank of the 
stream rises an artificial elevation of pyramidal form, 
with quadrangular base measuring about two hundred 
and sixty by three hundred and ten feet, and some­
thing over forty feet in height, with sloping sides

lions of marine shells from the ruins preserved in the Mexican Museum. 
Gondra, in Prescott, Hist. Cong. Mcx., tom. iii., p. 6.

18 Waldeck, pi. vi. Stephens’ plan, vol. ii., p. 337, agrees in the main 
with this but is much less complete. Dupaix, p. 18, found only confused 
and scattered ruins, and declared it impossible to make a correct plan.

II ‘ Tous les monuments de l’alenqué sont orientés aux quatre points car­
dinaux, avec une variation de 12°/ Waldeck, p. iii. ‘Orienté comme 
toutes les ruines que nous avons visitées.’ Charnay, Ruines A mér., p. 424. 
Others, without having made any accurate observations, speak of them as 
facing the cardinal points. See Morelet, Voyage, tom. i., p. 276, etc., (or 
the experience of that traveler in getting lost near the ruins.
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and traces of broad central stairways on the east 
and north.11 The sides were faced with regular 
blocks of hewn stone, but this facing has lieen so 
broken up and forced out of place by the roots of 
trees that the original outline is hardly distinguisha­
ble. Dupaix, both in text and drawings, divides the 
pyramid into three sections or stories by two projec­
tions of a few feet running horizontally round the 
sides; he puts a similar projection, or cornice, at the 
summit, and covers the whole surface of the sides 
with a polished coating of cement. That this state 
of things existed at the time of his exploration is pos­
sible, although not very probable ; yet it is not un­
likely that the slopes were originally covered with 
plaster, or even painted.

The material of which the bulk of the mound is 
composed is not very definitely stated by any visitor. 
I believe, however, that I have discovered a pecul­
iarity in the construction of this pyramid, which 
may possibly throw some light on the origin of the 
pyramidal structure so universal among the civilized 
nations of the continent. I think that, perhaps with 
a view to raise this palace or temple above the waters 
of the stream, four thick walls, possibly more, were 
built up perpendicularly from the ground to the de­
sired height ; then, after the completion of the walls

11 Dimensions from Stephens, vol. ii., p. 310. It is not likely that they 
arc to be regarded as anything more than approximations to the original 
extent; the state of the pyramid rendering strictly accurate measurements 
impracticable. The authorities differ considerably. 273 feet long, 60 feet 
high. Waldeck, n. ii. 1080 feet in circumference, 60 feet high. Dupaix, p. 
14. 20 yards high. Del Rio, Descrip., p. 4. 100 x 70 mètres and not over 16 
feet high. C/utrnay, Ruines Amir., p. 424. Circumference 1080 feet, height 
60 feet, steps one foot high. Rrasseur de Bourboitrg, Hist. Nut. Civ., tom. 
i., p. 85. 20 mètres high, area 3840 sq. mètres. Morelet, Voyage, tom. i., 
p. 267 ; 20 feet high. /«. Travels, p. 88. Over 340 mètres long. Lafond, 
Voyages, tom. i., pp. 143-4. Waldeck, p. iii., is the only one who found 
traces of a northern stairway, and none of the general views show such 
traces. Cliarnay, p. 425, thought the eastern stairway was double, licing 
divided by a perpendicular wall. Brasseur, Palenqui, p. 17, in a note to 
his translation of Stephens, says that author represents a stairway in his 
plate but does not speak of it in his text—an error, as may be seen on the 
following page of the translation or on p. 312 of the original. The trans­
lation ‘qui y montent de la térasse’ for ‘leading up to it on the terrace’ 
may account for the error.
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to strengthen them, or during the progress of the 
work to facilitate the raising of the stones, the in­
terior was filled with earth, and the exterior graded 
with the same material, the whole being subsequently 
faced with hewn stone. My reasons for this opinion 
may be illustrated by the annexed cut. All the

Mode of constructing Pyramid.

authorities by text and plates represent the pyramid 
with sloping stone-faced sides, much damaged by the 
trees. Two of them, Stephens and Waldeck, mak­
ing excavations from the summit at different points, 
clearly imply that the interior, D, is of earth. The 
height is given by all the visitors down to Stephens, as 
from forty to sixty feet. Now Charnay, coming nearly 
twenty years later, found the eastern side a perpen­
dicular wall, only fifteen feet high, and proves the ac­
curacy of his statement by his photograph, which, as 
he says, cannot lie. I cannot satisfactorily account for 
the condition of the structure as found by him, except 
by supposing that the stone facing, loosened by the 
trees, had fallen from B to F, and that the earth 
which filled the sides at EE, had been washed away 
by the rain, leaving the perpendicular wall at B. 
We shall see later that it is utterly impossible to fix 
any definite date for the founding of Palenque; but 
it is doubtless to be referred to the earliest period of 
American civilization which has left definite archi­
tectural traces; and its claims are perhaps as strong 
as those of any other to be considered the oldest 
American city. If this pyramid was the first erected 
and took its shape as above indicated, its adoption as
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a type throughout the region penetrated by the re­
ligion and civilization of it$ builders, would be very 
natural, although the form Would afterwards be more 
readily attained by m^&ns of a solid structure. I 
offer this as a conjectural theory to take its place by 
the side of many others 6n the subject, and at the 
least not more devoid' of foundation than several of 
its companions.15 It is not improbable that the 
builders may have taken advantage of a slight nat- 
tural elevation as a foundation for their work.

The summit platform of the pyramid supports the 
Palace, which covers its whole extent save a narrow 
passage round the edge, and the exterior dimensions 
of which are about one hundred and eighty by two 
hundred and twenty-eight feet and thirty feet high.16 

The outer wall, a large portion of which has fallen, 
was pierced with aliout forty doorways, which were 
generally wider than the portions of the wall that 
separated them, giving the whole the appearance of a 
portico with wide piers. The doorways are eight and 
a half feet high and nine feet wide. The tops seem 
to have been originally flat, but the lintels have in 
every case fallen and disappeared, having been per­
haps of wood ; indeed, Charnay claims to have found 
the marks of one of these wooden lintels composed of 
two pieces, while Del Rio found a plain rectangular 
block of stone five by six feet, extending from one of 
the piers to another. The whole exterior was covered 
with a coat of hard plaster, and there are some traces 
of a projecting cornice which surrounded the building 
above the doorways, pierced at regular intervals with 
small circular holes, such as I have noticed in Yuca­
tan, conjectured with much reason to have originally

15 Stephens, vol. ii., p. 316; Waldcck, p. vi. ; Charnay, p. 425, phot. 22. 
Dupnix’s plate xiii., fig. 20, allowing a section of the whole, indicates that 
the interior may be filled with earth and small stones.

Stephens, vol. ii., p. 310, except the height, which he gives at 25 feet. 
144 x 240 x 36 feet. Dupaix, p. 15. 324 varas in circumference and 30
varas high. Kingsbornugh, vol. v., p. 296. 145 x 240 x 36 feet. Brasseur
de Bourbourg, Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. i., p. 86.
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held poles which supported a kind of awning. Later 
visitors have found no part of the roof remaining in 
place ; but Castaneda, who may have found sôuuî)por­
tion standing, represents it as sloping, plain, and plas­
tered. From the interior construction and from the 
roofs of other Palenque buildings, it is probable that 
his drawing gives a correct idea of the Palace in this 
respect. Dupaix often speaks of the roofs at Palen­
que as being covered with large stone flags (InjasL 
carefully joined; other authors are silent respecting 
the arrangement of the stones in the roofs. Vjudging 
from the position of the grand stairway that leads up 
the side of the pyramid, and from the arrangement 
of the interior doorways, the chief entrance, or front, 
of the Palace, was on the east, towards the stream. 
It is from this side, although not so well preserved as 
some other portions, that general views have been 
taken.17 Of the piers that separated the doorways in 
this outer wall, only fifteen have been found standing, 
eight on the east and seven on the west, although 
their foundations may be readily traced throughout 
nearly the whole circumference. Each of the remain­
ing piers, and probably of all in their original condi­
tion, contained on its external surface a bas-relief in 
stucco, and these reliefs with their borders occupied 
the whole space between the doorways. The cuts, fig.
1, 2, and 3, represent three of the best preserved of the 
reliefs, drawings of six only of them having been pub­
lished. Most of the designs, like those shown in the 
cuts, were of human figures in various attitudes, and 
having a variety of dress, ornaments, and insignia. It

17 Waldeck thinks, on the contrary, that the principal entrance was 
originally on the north. General views are found in Stephens, vol. ii., p. 
3011; Dupaix, pi. xii., fig. 19; Kingsborough, pi. xii.; Waldeck, jd. viii. ; 
Charnay, phot. 22. All but the last two are, more or less, restorations, hut 
not—except Castaneda’s in a few respects—calculated to mislead. Stephens 
savs that this cut is less accurate than others in his work, and Charnay 
calls his photograph a failure, although I have already made important use 
of the latter. Concerning the lintels, see Charnay, p. 427, and Del lint. 
Descrip., pp. 9-11. Brasseur, Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. i., p. 8G, says the out­
side doors are G feet high. Doorways 4^ to 12 ft high, 1£ to 15 ft wide. 
Dupaix, p. 15.
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will be noticed that the faces are all in profile, and the 
foreheads invariably flattened. This cranial form was 
doubtless the highest type of beauty or nobility in the

@
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Bas-Relief in Stucco.—Fig. 1.

eyes of the ancient artists ; and of course the natural 
inference is that it was artificially produced by meth­
ods similar to those employed by the Mayas of more 
modern times. Yet many have believed that the 
builders of Palenque or the priests and leaders that 
directed the work were of a now extinct race, the 
peculiar natural conformation of whose forehead was 
artificially imitated by the descendants of their disci­
ples. The many far-fetched explanations of these 
strange figures, which fertile imaginations have de-
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vised, would not, I believe, be instructive to the 
reader, who will derive more amusement and profit 
from his own conjectures. The resemblance of the

Bas-Relief in Stucco.—Fig. 2.
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head-dress in fig. 2 to an elephant’s trunk is, however, 
somewhat striking. We may be very sure that these 
figures placed in so prominent a position on the exte­
rior walls of the grandest edifice in the city, were not 
merely ornamental and without significance; and it is 
almost equally certain that the three hieroglyphic 
signs over the top of each group would, if they could 
be read, explain their meaning. Some of the piers 
seem to have been covered entirely with hieroglyphics 
in stucco, but better preserved specimens of these in-

Vol. IV. 20
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scriptions will be shown in connection with other build­
ings at Palenque. The stucco, or cement, from which 
the figures are molded, is the same as that with which

O
n

Bas-Relief in Stucco.—Fig. 3.

the whole building was covered, and is nearly as hard 
as the stone itself. M. Charnay found evidence to con­
vince him that the reliefs were put on after the regu­
lar coating of cement had become hardened; Pupaix 
believes that some of them were molded over a skel­
eton of small stones, in the same way perhaps as the 

faces at Izamal in Yucatan. Traces of color 
in sheltered portions make it evident that the piers 
were originally painted.18

IS Descriptions and drawings of the bas-reliefs. ]>upa\x, pp. 20, 37, 75-
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Ground Plan of the Palace.

nrxn i

6, pi. xix-xxii. Kingaborough, vol. iv., pi. xxvi., allows one damaged group 
not given in Antiq. Mrx. ; Del Rio, Descrip., pp. 9-11, pi. viii., x., xi., xv., 
xvi. (as they are arranged in my copy—tney are not numbered); Stephens, 
vol. ii., pp. 311, 310—17; IVakleck, p. v., pi. xii., xiii. See Vhamay, p.
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Nothing further remains to be said of the exterior of 
the Palace ; let us therefore enter the doorway at the 
head of the eastern stairway. The main building is 
found to consist of two corridors, formed by three 
parallel walls and covered by one roof, which extend 
entirely round the circumference of the platform, and 
enclose a quadrangular court measuring about one 
hundred and fifty by two hundred feet. This court 
also contains five or six buildings, some of them con­
nected with the main edifice, others separate, which 
divide the court into four smaller ones. The whole 
arrangement of buildings and courts is clearly shown 
in the preceding ground plan. At b, is the chief 
entrance at the bead of the eastern stairway; a, a, a, 
etc., are the standing piers with stucco bas-reliefs, 
which have been noticed already; A, A, B, B, etc., are 
the main corridors; C, D, E, F, G, the smaller en­
closed buildings; 1, 2, 3, 4, the courts.19

Entering at b, we find that the corridors extend 
uninterruptedly on the east and north, but are di­
vided on the other sides, especially on the south, into 
compartments. In the inner as in the outer wall 
doorways are frequent, while the central wall has but 
few. The corridors are each nine feet wide and 
twenty feet high, the perpendicular walls being ten 
feet, and the sides of the ceiling inclining inward 
from that height until they nearly form an acute

426, and this vol., p. 246. Morelet, Voyage, tom. i., pp. 274, 282, implies 
tlmt nil the stucco work had disappeared at the time of his visit; and he 
mentions a shell-tish common in tlie region which furnishes good lime and 
Mas prolwibly used by the ancients. XValdeck concludes that the supposed 
elephant’s head may be that of a tapir, ‘quoiqu’il existe parmi ces mêmes 
ruines des figures de tapir bien plus ressemblantes.’ Voy. Pitt., p. 37.

19 The plan is reduced from Waldeck, pi. vii. Ground plans are also 
given in Stephens, vol. ii., p. 310, copied in Willson's Amer. Hist., p. 75; 
Dnpaix, pi. xi. ; Kingsborough, vol. iv., pi. xiii. ;and in Del Rio, lJcscrip., the 
latter l>eingonly a rough .imperfect sketch. It is understood that a large por­
tion of the outer and southern walls have fallen, so that the visitors differ 
somewhat in their location of doorways and some other unimportant details. 
Stephens’ plan makes the whole number of exterior doorways 50 instead of 
40, and many doorways in the fallen walls he does not attempt to locate.
I ^ive the preferenca to Waldeck simply on account of his superior fa­
cilities.
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angle at the top. The cut represents a section of

Section of the Palace Corridors.

the two corridors in nearly their true proportions. 
The walls are from two to three feet thick, and so far 
as can be determined from the authorities, they are 
built entirely of hewn blocks of stone, without the 
interior filling of rubble which I have noticed in the 
Yucatan ruins. Indeed, with a thickness of three 
feet or less the use of rubble would have been almost 
impracticable. Floor, walls, and ceiling are covered 
with a coating of the same hard cement found on the 
exterior walls. The cut on the following page is a 
view from a point somewhat southward from b, and 
looking northward into the corridor ; it gives an ex­
cellent idea of the present appearance of this portion 
of the Palace. The construction of the ceiling, both 
in the Palace and in other Palenque structures, is by 
means of the triangular arch of overlapping stones, 
as in Yucatan. A remarkable difference, however, is 
that the projecting corners of the blocks, instead of 
being beveled so as to leave a smooth stone surface, 
are left, and the smooth surface is obtained by filling 
the notches with cement.

The doorw'ay through the central wall at c, is 
eighteen feet high, and its top, instead of being flat 
like those in the outer wall, takes the fonn of a
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trefoil arch; depressions, or niches, of the same 
trefoil form, extend at regular intervals right and 
left from the doorway along the inclined face of the 
ceiling. The last cut gives a clear idea of the door­
way and trefoil niches, but the artist who copied it 
from Catherwood’s plate for Morelet’s Travel8, from 
which I take* it, has erred in representing the niches 
as continuing downward on the perpendicular wall. 
Near the top of the perpendicular wall was a line 
of what seem to have been circular stucco medal­
lions, perhaps portraits, at d, d, d, of the plan, 
which have for the most part fallen. Small circular 
holes, apparently left by the decay of beams that 
once stretched across the arch, occur at regular in­
tervals between the niches of the ceiling. The cut

OOOOOOOOOO

Elevation of Palace Corridor.

shows a front elevation of the corridor from c of the 
plan looking eastward, and includes all the peculi­
arities found in any part of the corridors. The posi­
tion of the medallions is shown, though they are 
really on the opposite side of the wall, and the 
shaded figures on the left of the cut are introduced 
from other parts of the Palace, to illustrate the dif- 

X feront forms of niches which occur in the walls. The 
niches on the right are in their proper place. The 
three which are symmetrically placed at each side of 
this and some other doorways, are from eight to ten 
inches squafre, and have a cylinder two inches in 
diameter, fiked upright within each. They would 
seem to have served in some way to support the
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doors. The T shaped niches are of very frequent 
occurrence throughout the ruins, and have caused 
much speculation by reason of their resemblance to 
the Egyptian tau and to the cross. Some of them 
extend quite through the walls, and served probably 
for ventilation and the admission of light. Others of 
the same shape are of varying depths and of unknown 
use ; they may have been niches for the reception of 
small idols, or possibly designed to hold the torches 
which lit up the corridors, since M. Waldeck claims 
to have found the marks of lamp-black on the tops of 
some of them.80 Nothing remains to be said of the 
corridors of the main building, save that the interior 
like the exterior surface of the walls bears traces of 
red paint over the coating of plaster in certain shel­
tered portions.21

Passing through the doorway e we enter the court 1, 
the dimensions of which are about seventy by eighty 
feet, its pavement, like that of the other courts, being 
eight or ten feet below that of the corridors. This pave­
ment is covered to a depth of several feet with débris, 
which has never been entirely cleared away by any 
explorer. The court is bounded on the north and east

M Plates illustrating the corridors may be found as follows: Waldeck, 
pi. ix., view of doorway c from b, showing two of the medallions, one of 
which is tilled up with a portrait in stucco, and is probably a restoration; 
the view extends through the doorways c ami d, across the court to the 
building C. The same plate gives also a view of the outer corridor length­
wise looking northward. PI. x. gives an elevation of the east side of the 
inner corridor, and a section of both corridors. PI. xi., fig. 1, shows the 
details of one of the T shaped niches. Stephens, vol. ii., p. 313—sketch 
corresponding to Waldeck’s pi. ix., copied in More let's Travels, and taken 
from the latter for my work. Dupaix, pi. xviii., fig. 25, shows the differ­
ent forms of niches and windows found in the Palace, all of which are given 
in my cut. ‘A double gallery of eighty yards in length, sustained by 
massive pillars, ojiened before us.’ Morelet, Voyage, tom. i., pp. 265-6; 
Travels, p. 87. The square niches with their cylinders arc spoken of by 
Waldeck, Voy. Pitt., pp. 71-2, as ‘gonds de pierre.' ‘Quant aux ouver­
tures servant de fenêtres, elles sont petites et généralement d'une forme 
capricieuse, environnées, il l’intérieur des édifices, d’arabesques et de des­
sins en bas-relief, parfois fort gracieux.’ llrasseur de Ilourbourg, Hist. 
Mat. Civ., torn, i., p. 92. Principal walls 4 feet thick, others less. Dupaix, 
p. 15.

81 Paint the same as at Uxmal. Some was taken for analysis, but lost. 
Probably a mixture in equal parts of carmine and vermilion. Probably 
extracted from a fungus found on dead trees in this region, and which gives 
the same color. Waldeck, Voy. Pitt., pp. 100-1.
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by the walls, or piers, of the inner corridor, and on 
the south and west by those of the interior buildings 
C and D. The piers, whose position and number are 
clearly indicated on the plan, are, except those on the 
north, yet standing, and each has its stucco bas-relief 
as on the eastern front. These reliefs are, however, 
much damaged, and no drawings of them have been 
made, or, at least, published. Broad stairways of 
five or six steps lead down to the level of the court 
pavement, at g, g, g, g, and a narrow stairway, h, 
affords access through an end door to the building E.22

The eastern stairway is thirty feet wide, and on 
each side of it, at i, i, on a surface about fifteen feet 
long by eleven feet high, formed by immense stone 
slabs inclined at about the same angle as the stairway 
itself, is sculptured in low relief a group of human 
figures in peculiar attitudes. The northern group is 
shown in the accompanying cut. Stephens pronounces

Sculptured Group in the Palace Court.
■Bggflgsmgal

the attitude of the figures one of pain and trouble. 
“ The design and anatomical proportions of the figures

n Waldeck is the only authority for this narrow stairway, ami his plan 
for the northern broad stairway.
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are faulty, but there is a force of expression about 
them which shows the skill and conceptive power of 
the artist.”” Stephens’ plate of this side of the court 
shows remains of stucco ornamentation and also a line 
of small circular holes over the doorways of the inner 
corridor. The opposite or western stairway is nar­
rower than the eastern, and at its sides, at j, j, are 
two colossal human ligures sculptured in a hard whit­
ish stone, as shown in the cut, in which, however, the

RUINS OF PALENQUE.

[mMvsljtâSp
Sculptured Figures in Palace Court

stairway is shown somewhat narrower than its true 
proportions. Waldeck sees in these figures a male and 
female whose features are of the Caucasian type. At 
the sides of the stairway, at /•, k, k, stand three fig­
ures of smaller dimensions, sculptured on pilasters 
which occur at regular intervals. On the basement 
wall between the pilasters are found small squares of 
hieroglyphics.11 In the centre of the court Waldeck 
found some traces of a circular basin.

83 Dupaix, p. 21, nays that the stone is granite, the figures 11 feet high, 
and the sculpture in high relief. ‘Peuplée de simulacres gigantesques it 
demi voilés par la végétation sauvage.’ Mortlel, Voyage, loin, i., p. 206. 
These figures, with the eastern side of the court, are represented in Dupaix, 
pi. xxiii-iv., fig. 29; Waldeck, pi. xiv-xvi. (according to a seated native on 
the steps, each step is at least 2 feet high); Stephen», pp. 314-15; Char nay, 
phot, xix, xx. My cut is a reduction from Waldeck.

84 Waldeck, pi. xiv-v. ; Stephen», vol. ii., pp. 314-15. One of the small 
sculptured pilasters in Dujxtix, pi. xxv., tig. 32.
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The western court, 2, measuring about thirty by 
eighty feet, has a narrow stairway of three steps at l, 
leading up to the central building C. At the ends of 
this stairway, at o, o, are two large blocks similar in 
position to those at j, j, but their sloping fronts bear 
no sculptured figures. As in the other court, how­
ever, there are some squares of hieroglyphics on the 
basement walls. The piers round this court, such as 
remain standing, bear each a stucco bas-relief.25

I n the southern court, 3, stands the structure known 
ns the Tower, marked G on the plan. Its base is 
about thirty feet square, and rests like the other build­
ings1 on the platform of the pyramid some eight or 
ten feet above the pavement of the courts. This base 
is solid, but has niches, or false doorways, on the sides. 
Above the base two slightly receding stories are still 
standing, with portions of a third, each with a doorway 
.—whose lintel has fallen—in the centre of 'each sidle, 
and surrounded by two plain cornices. The walls ate 
plain and plastered. The whole structure is of solid 
masonry, and the fact that forge trees have grown 
from the top, presenting a broad surface to the winter 
winds, .whivhf have not been able to overturn the 
Tower, show^f the remarkable strength of its construc­
tion. The height of the standing portion is about 
fifty feet above the platform of the pyramid. Re­
specting the interior arrangement of the Tower, I am 
unable to form a clear idea from the descriptions and 
drawings of the different visitors, notwithstanding the 
fact that Waldeek gives an elevation, section, and 
grountl plan of each story. Stephens describes the 
structure as consisting of a smaller tower within the 
larger, and a very narrow staircase leading up from story 
to story. Waldeek deemed the Tower a chef d’œuvre, 
while to Stephens’ eyes it appeared unsatisfactory and 
uninteresting. Dupaix, without doubt erroneously,

The only pinte that shows any portion of the court 2, is Waldeek, pi. 
xviii., u view from the point w looking south-east ward. Two of the reliefs 
are shown, representing each a human figure sitting cross-legged on a low 
stool.
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represents the doors as surmounted by regular arches 
with keystones.26

Respecting the other interior buildings of the Pal­
ace, the construction of which is precisely the same 
as that of the main corridors, very little remains to 
be said, especially since their location and division 
into apartments are shown clearly in the plan. Ac­
cording to Waldeck, the central room of the building 
D had traces of rich ornamentation in stucco on its 
walls; and he also claims to have found here an 
acoustic tube of terra cotta, the mouth of which was 
concealed by an ornament of the same material, but 
of this extraordinary relic he gives no description. 
Stephens found in one of the holes in the ceiling the 
worm-eaten remains of a wooden pole, about a foot 
in length, the only piece of wood found in Palenque, 
and very likely not a part of the original building at 
all. Except this chamber, the building is mostly in 
ruins, although, as we have seen, the northern piers 
remain standing.27

The roofs of some of the interior buildings seem 
to have been somewhat better preserved than those 
of the main corridors, so that the sloping roof, double 
cornice, and remains of stucco ornamentation were

16 Del ltio, p. 11, calls the height 16 yards in four stories, also plate in 
frontispiece. Galindo, in Antia. Mex., tom. i., div. ii.„.p. 70, says it is 
somewhat fallen, hut still 100 feet high. Id., in Land. Geog. Soc., Jour., 
vol. iii., p. 61. Pupaix, p. 16, says 75 feet in four stories, and his pi. xv- 
vi., fig. 22, make it 03 feet in three stories. Kingshorongh’s text mentions 
no height, but his plates xvii-xviii., fig. 24, make it 108 feet in four stories, 
'flic other authorities mention no height, hut from their plates the height 
would seem not far from 50 feet. See Waldeck, pi. xviii-xix., and all the 
general views of the Palace. Waldeck, p. iii., severely criticises Dupaix’s 
drawings. ‘ Une tour de huit étages, dont l’escalier, en plusieurs endroits est 
soutenu sur des voûtes cintrées.’ Brasseur de Bourbourg, Hist. Nat. Civ., 
torn, i., pp. 86-7. ‘En cl pAtio occidental estA la torre de très cuerpos y me­
dio: en el primero tiene cuatro puertas cerradas, y una que se abrid ciiando 
el desmonte del capitan liio, y se hallô ser un retrete de noco mas de très 
cuartas y lumbreras nue se ahrieron entémees.* Registro Yueateeo, torn, i., 
pp. 319-20. ‘Dominée par une tour quadrangulaire, dont il subsistait trois 
étages, séparées l’un de l’autre par autant de corniches.’ Morelet, Voy., torn, 
i., p. 266, ‘It would seem to have been used as a modem oriental minaret, 
from which the priests summoned the people to prayer.’ Joues, p. 83.

97 Waldeck, p. iii. One of the figures in pi. xi. purports to be a cornice 
of this! room, but may probably belong to tne outer walls, since no other 
authorfspeaks of interior cornices. Stephens, vol. ii., p. 315.

\
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observable. In the western apartment of the build­
ing C, the walls have several, in one place as many as 
six, distinct coatings of plaster, each hardened and 
painted before the next was applied. There was also 
noticed a line of what appeared to be written char­
acters in black, covered by a thin translucent coating.28

The building E has the interior walls of its two 
northern apartments decorated with painted and 
stucco figures in a very mutilated condition. In the 
wall of one of them, at the point p, is fixed an el- , 
liptical stone tablet, three feet wide and four feet 
high, the surface of which is covered by the sculp­
tured device shown in the cut. With the exception

Sculptured Tablet in the Palace.—Fig. 1.

w Stephens, vol. ii., p. 310; JValrleck, pi. xv., fig. 2, a cross-section of 
this building, showing a "f shaped niche hi the end wall.
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of the figures in the court 1, already mentioned, this 
is the only instance of stone-carving in the Palace. 
It is cut in low relief, and is surrounded by an orna­
mental border of stucco. A table consisting of a 
plain rectangular stone slab resting on four blocks 
which served as legs, stood formerly on the pavement 
immediately under the sculptured tablet. Tables of 
varying dimensions, but of like construction, were 
found in several apartments of the Palace and its 
subterranean galleries, as shown in the plan at v, v, v. 
They are called tables, beds, or altars, by different 
writers. Waldeck says that this one was of green 
jasper; and Del Rio, that its edges and legs were

Sculptured Tablet in the Palace.—Fig. 2.

t
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sculptured, one of the latter having been carried 
away by him and sent to Spain. The first cut which 
I have given is taken from Waldeck’s drawing. The 
second cut, representing a portion of the same 
tablet, taken from Catherwood’s plate for Morelet's 
Travels, differs slightly in some respects—notably 
in the ornament suspended from the neck, repre­
sented by one artist as a face, and by the other as a 
cross. Of the subject Mr Stephens says: “The 
principal figure sits cross-legged on a couch orna­
mented with two leopards’ heads; the attitude is 
easy, the physiognomy the same as that of the other 
personages, and the expression calm and benevolent. 
The figure wears around its neck a necklace of pearls, 
to which is suspended a small medallion containing a 
face ; perhaps intended as an image of the sun. Like 
every other subject of sculpture we had seen in the 
country, the personage had earrings, bracelets on the 
wrists, and a girdle round the loins. The head­
dress differs from most of the others at Palenque 
in that it wants the plumes of feathers.... The other 
figure, which seems that of a woman, is sitting cross- 
legged on the ground, richly dressed, and apparently 
in the act of making an offering. In this sup­
posed offering is seen a pi glue of feathers, in which 
the headdress of the principal person is deficient.” 
Waldeck deems the left-hand figure to be black, and 
recognizes in the profile a/i Ethiopian type. Del Rio 
sees in the subject homage paid to a river god ; and 
Galindo believes the object offered to be a human 
head. Somebody imagines that the two animal heads 
are those of the seal.29

29 View of the building from the south-west, representing it as a de­
tached structure, in Dupaix, pi. xiv., tig. 21. This author speaks of a 
peculiar method of construction in this building: ‘Su construeeion varia 
algo del primcro, pues el mieinbro que llamaremos arquitrabe es de una 
hechura muv particular, se forma de unas lajas grandisimas de un grucso 
pruporcionado é inclinadas, formando con la muralla un anguloagudo. The 
plate indicates a high steep roof, or rather second story. It also shows a 
| shaped window and two steps on this side. For plates and descriptions 

of the tablet see Stephens, vol. ii., p. 318; Waider k, pp. iv., vi., pi. xvii. ; 
Dupaix, pp. 16, 23, pi. xviii., tig. 26, pi. xxvi., tig. 33; Del Ilia, p. 13, pi.
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The stucco ornaments on the walls of the building 
F seem to have been richer and more numerous than 
elsewhere, but were found in a very dilapidated con­
dition. In the room q, Stephens found traces of a 
stone tablet in the wall, and he also gives a sketch of 
a stucco bas-relief from the side of a doorway, repre­
senting a standing human figure in ft very damaged 
state. A peculiar stucco ornament sketched by Cas­
taneda is probably from the same room, and is per­
haps identical with what N^iildeck describes as a sanc­
tuary with two birds perched on an elephant’s head, 
the latter, however, not appearing in the drawing.30

Within the pyramid itself, and above the surface of 
the ground, although frequently spoken of as subter­
ranean, are found apartments, or galleries, with walls 
of stone plastered but without ornament, of the same 
form and construction as the corridors above. Such 
as have been explored are at the south end of the 
pyramid and for the most part without the line of the 
Palace walls, with lateral galleries, however, extend­
ing under the corridors and affording communication 
with the upper apartments by means of stairways. 
The arrangement of the galleries and their entrances 
is made sufficiently clear by the fine lines at the bot­
tom of the plan, yet perhaps very little is known of 
their original extent. The southernmost gallery re­
ceives a dim light by three holes or windows leading 
out to the surface of the pyramid; the other galleries 
are dark and damp, with water running over their 
pavements in the rainy season. The walls are much 
fallen and the galleries blocked up at several points. 
At the south-western corner an opening affords a 
means of egress near the surface of the ground; but 
this, as well as the windows mentioned, may be acci-
xv. -xvii. ; Galindo, in Antiq. Mex., tom. i., <liv. ii., p. 70. Wnldeck’s pi.
xvi. , fig. 3, is ft ground plun showing more detail than the general plan; 
and ul. xi., fig. 3, is n study of the cornices (?) in the interior. The sculp­
tured tablet probably represents Cuculkan, or Quetzalcoatl. Morclrt's 
Travels, p. 97. No doubt the medallion represented a sun, ami the table 
beneath was an altar to the sun. Jones' Hist. Anr. Aincr., p. 83.

30 Stephens, vol. ii., p. 319; Dnpaix. pi. xxvii., tig. 34; Del Rio, pi. iv.
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dental or of modern origin and have formed no part 
of the original plan. These rooms are variously re­
garded as sleeping-rooms, dungeons, or sepulchres, 
according to the temperament of the observer. What­
ever their use, they contain several of the low tables 
mentioned before, one of which is said to have been 
richly decorated with sculpture. M. Morelet occu­
pied one of these lower rooms during his visit, as 
being more comfortable than the others, at least in 
the dry season. The chief entrance to the vaults 
seems to have been from one of the southern rooms 
of the building E, at the point r, through an opening 
in the floor. A narrow stairway by which the descent 
was made, is divided into two flights by a platform 
and doorway, surmounting which was the stucco de-

Omainent over a Doorway.



322 RUINS OF PALENQUE.

vice shown in the cut. Waldeck states that when he 
found this decoration it was partially covered with 
stalactites formed by trickling water. His explana­
tion, by which he connects the figures with aborig­
inal astronomical signs and the division of tifljie, is 
too long and too extremely conjectural to be repeated 
here. Stephens noticed this ornament but gives no 
drawing of it. It was sketched by Castaneda together 
with another somewhat similar one. Dupaix speaks 
of two doors in this stairway ; Del Rio speaks of sev­
eral landings, and says that he brought away a frag­
ment of one of the ornamented steps. I suspect the 
visitors may have confounded this stairway with 
another at iv, concerning which nothing is particularly 
said. Somewhere in connection with these stairways 
Dupaix found a tablet of hieroglyphics which he 
brought away with him, and concerning which he 
states the remarkable fact that on the reverse side of 
the tablet, built into the wall, were the same characters 
painted that were sculptured on the face. Openings 
through the pavement were found at several points, 
as in the court 1, and the building C, which led to 
no regular galleries, but to simple and small excava­
tions in the earth, very likely the work of some early 

.explorer or searcher for hidden treasure.31
*1 Having now given all the information in my pos­

session respecting the Palace, I present in the accom­
panying cut a restoration of the structure made by a 
German artist, but which I have taken the liberty to 
change in several respects. The reader will notice 
a few points in which the cut does not exactly agree 
with my description; such as the curved surface of 
the roofs, the height of the tower and its spire, the 
width of the western stairway in court 1, etc., yet it 
may be regarded as giving an excellent idea of what

31 Stephens, vol. ii., pp. 316, 318-19. Plan of galleries in Dupaix, pi. 
xvii., 24. Stucco ornaments, pi. xxv., fig. 30, 31. Hieroglyphic tablet,
pi. xxxix., fi^. 41. Description, p. 28. Nicne in the wall of tne gallery, 
Waldeck, p. iv., pi. xi., ng. 2. Decoration over doorway (copied above), 
Waldeck, Vvy. Pitt., p. 105, pi. xxii. ; also in Del Rio, pi. xiv.
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Restoration of the Palace.
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the Palace was in the days when its halls and courts 
were thronged with the nobility or priesthood of a 
great people. The view is from the north-east on the 
hank of the stream, and besides the palace includes 
the edifice No. 2 of the general plan.32 *

The structure No. 2 shown in the last cut stands a 
short distance south-west from the Palace, and may 
be known as the Temple of the Three Tablets. The 
pyramid supporting it, of the same construction as 
the former so far as may be judged from outward ex­
amination, is said by Stephens to measure one hundred 
and ten feet on the slope, and seems to have had con­
tinuous steps all round its sides, now much displaced 
by the forest. The cut on the following page presents 
a view of this temple from the north-east as it ap­
peared at the time of Catherwood’s visit, and illus­
trates very vividly the manner in which the ruins are 
enveloped in a tropical vegetation.

The building, which stands on the summit platform 
but does not like the Palace cover its whole sur-

31 Cut from Annin, Das Bcutige Mat., p. 73.

»
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TEMPLE OF THE THREE TABLETS. 3?5

face, is seventy-six feet long, twenty-five feet wide, 
and about thirty-five feet high. The front, or north­
ern, elevation is shown in the cuts. Fig. 1 includes 
the temple with the supporting pyramid, and fig. 2

Temple and Pyramid.—Fig. 1.

Temple of the Three Tablets.—Fig. 2.

■ IlmllllatlllllHIl

presents the building on a larger scale. Each of 
the four central piers on this front has its bas-re­
lief in stucco, while the two lateral piers have each 
ninety-six small squares of hieroglyphics, also in 
stucco. The bas-reliefs represent single human fig­
ures, standing, and each bearing in its arms an infant, 
or in one instance some unknown object. They are 
all very much mutilated, and although drawings have 
been published, I do not think it necessary to repro­
duce them. The roof is divided into two sections, 
sloping at different angles; the lower slope was cov­
ered with painted stucco decorations, and had also five 
square solid projections, one over each doorway. The 
dividing line between the two slopes marks the height
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of the apartments in the interior, the upper portion 
being solid masonry. Along the ridge of the roof 
was a line of pillars, of stone and mortar, eighteen 
inches high and twelve inches apart, probably square, 
although nothing is said of their shape, and surmounted 
by a layer of projecting Hat stones. Similar construc­
tions may possibly have existed originally on some of 
the Palace roofs, since they would naturally be among 
the first to fall. Waldeck’s plate represents a small 
platform in front of the doorways, ascended by four 
lateral stairways. Respecting the two square pro­
jections below the piers at the side of the central 
doorway there is no information except their repre­
sentation by Catherwood in the cut, fig. 2.

The arrangement of the interior is shown in the 
accompanying ground plan. The central wall is four

Ground plan—Temple of the Three Tablets. .

or five feet thick, and is pierced by three doorways, 
which afford access to three apartments in the rear. 
The front corridor has a small window at each end; 
Stephens speaks of two slight openings about three 
inches wide in each of the lateral apartments of the 
rear; and the plan indicates two similar openings in 
the central room, although he speaks of them as dark 
and gloomy. Castaneda’s drawing shows only one 
window at the end; it also represents the building as 
having a roof like the Palace, and as standing on a 
natural rocky hill in which some steps are cut, no 
bas-reliefs or other decorations appearing on the
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front. The interior walls are perfectly plain, and it 
is not even definitely stated that they are plastered. 
In the walls, however, at a, b, and c, of the ground 
plan, are fixed stone tablets one foot thick, each com­
posed of several blocks, neatly joined and covered 
with sculptured hieroglyphics. Those in the central 
wall, at a and b, measure eight by thirteen feet, and 
contain each two hundred and forty squares of hiero­
glyphics in a very good state of preservation, while 
the one hundred and forty squares of the tablet in 
the rear apartment, three and a half by four feet, are 
much damaged by trickling water. Drawings of the 
hieroglyphics have been made by Waldeck and Cath- 
erwood only, although other visitors speak of them. 
I do not copy the drawings here, because, in the ab­
sence of any key to their meaning, the specimen 
which I shall present from another part of the ruins 
is as useful to the reader as the whole would be. 
The cut is a longitudinal section of this temple at the

Section—Temple of the Three Tablets.

1811!
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central wall, and shows the position of the tablets. 
Waldeck’s drawing represents the two lateral door­
ways as having flat tops. Brasseur tells us that, 
according to the statements of the natives, the tablets 
were used originally for educational purposes. M. 
Charnay found them still undisturbed in 185D.33

” Stephens, vol. ii., pp. 339-43, with the cuts which 1 have given,
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Some four hundred yards south of the Palace is a 
pyramid, only partly artificial if we may credit Du- 
paix, and rising with a steep slope of one hundred 
feet from the bank of the stream according to Ste­
phens, on which is a small building, No. 3 of the 
plan, which we may call, with Waldeck, the Temple 
of the Beau Relief. This edifice was found by later 
visitors in an advanced state of ruin, and Gather- 
wood’s drawings of it are much less satisfactory than 
in the case of other Palenque ruins; but both Dupaix 
and Waldeck found it in a tolerably good state of 
preservation, and were enabled to sketch and describe 
its principal features. This temple measured eight­
een by twenty feet, apparently fronting the east, and 
is twenty-five feet high. It presents the peculiarity 
of an apartment in the pyramid, immediately under 
the upper rooms. The cut gives ground plans—No.

Ground plan—Temple of the Beau Relief.

1 of the upper, and No. 2 of the lower rooms. The 
stairway which afforded communication between the
and also plates of the four stucco reliefs, and the hieroglyphic tablets. 
Waldeck, pi. xxxiii.-xl., illustrating the same subjects as (atherwood’s 
plates, and giving also a transverse section of the building in pi. xxiii., fig. 
4. WaldeeK s ground plan represents the building as fronting the north. 
Dupaix, pp. 24-5, pi. xxviii.-xxxii., including view of north front, ground 
plan, amt the stucco reliefs, which latter M. Lenoir, Antiq. Mcx., tom. ii., 
div. i., p. 78, incorrectly states to he sculptured in stone. Castafieda did 
not attempt to sketch the hieroglyphics, through want of ability and pa­
tience, as Stephens suggests. See Char nay, Ruines Amér, p. 424; Brasseur 
de Bourbourrj, Hist, A at. Civ., torn, i., p. 89; Baldwin, Ane. Amer., p. 107; 
Bel Rio, De scrip., p. 16; Galindo, in Antiq. Mex., tom.i., div. ii., p. 71. 
It is to be noticed that Stephens’ plan locates this temple nearer the Palace 
than the une 1 have copied. Dupaix states the distance to la* 200 paces.
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two, is also shown. Catherwood’s drawing, however, 
represents the upper and lower apartments as alike in 
everything but height. On the rear, or western, wall, 
at a, was the Beau Relief in stucco, which gives a 
name to the temple, the finest specimen of stucco 
work in America, shown in the accompanying cut.

Beau Relief in Stucco.
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It was sketched by Castaneda and Waldeck, in whose 
drawings some differences of detail appear. At the 
time of Stephens’ visit only the lower portions re­
mained for study; yet he pronounced this “superior 
in execution to any other stucco relief in Palenque.” 
At the time of Charnay’s visit the last vestige of 
this beautiful relic had disappeared. Waldeck speaks 
of a tomb found in connection with this pyramid, 
which he had no time to explore, having made the 
discovery just before leaving the ruins.34

Standing about one hundred and fifty yards a little 
south of east from the Palace, and on the opposite 
bank of the stream Otolum, is the building No. 4 of 
the plan, known as the Temple of the Cross, standing 
on a pyramid which measures one hundred and thirty- 
four feet on the slope. Mr Stephens locates this tem­
ple several hundred feet further south than I have 
placed it on the plan. Chamay describes the pyra­
mid as partly natural but faced with stone. The 
temple is fifty feet Ion», thirty-one feet wide, and 
about forty feet high. The cut shows the front, or

< U'S •>■ Jlii

Temple of the Cross.

34 Stephens, vol. ii., p. 355, giving view, section, ground plan, and wliut
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southern elevation. The construction of the lower 
portion is precisely like that of the other buildings 
which have been described. The two lateral piers 
were covered with hieroglyphics, and the central ones 
bore human figures, all in stucco. The lower slope of 
the roof was also covered with stucco decorations, 
among which were fragments of a head and two bod­
ies, pronounced by Stephens to approach the Greek 
models in justness of proportion and symmetry. On 
the top, the roof formed a platform thirty-five feet 
long and about three feet wide, which supported the 
peculiar two-storied structure shown in the preceding 
cut, fifteen feet and ten inches high. This is a kind 
of frame, or open lattice, of stone blocks covered with 
a great variety of stucco ornaments. A layer of pro­
jecting flat stones caps the whole, and from the sum­
mit, one hundred feet perhaps above the ground, a 
magnificent view is afforded, which stretches over the 
whole forest-covered plain to Laguna de Termines and 
the Mexican gulf. This superstructure, like some 
that I have described at Uxmal and elsewhere in Yu­
catan, would seem to have been added to the temple 
solely to give it a more imposing appearance. It 
could hardly have served as an observatory, since 
there are no facilities for mounting to the summit.38

remained of the Beau Relief. Waldeck, p. iii., pi. xli.-ii., with ground plans, 
sections, and Beau Relief as given above, ami which the artist pronounces 
‘digne d’etre comparée aux plus beaux ouvrages du siècle a Auguste.* 
Drawings of the relief also in JJupaix, pi. xxxiii., tig. 37; Del Bio, Descrip., 
pi. ii. ; Kingsborough, pi. xxxvi., tig. 37.

31 Del Rio, Descrip., p. 17, says this pyramid is one of three which form 
a triangle, each supporting a square building 11 x 18 yards. Charnay 
locates this temple 300 metres to the right of the Palace, knines Amir., p. 
417. Waldeck, pi. xx., is a fine view of this temple and its pyramid as
seen from the main entrance of the Palace. But according to this plate 
the structure on the roof is at least 10 feet wide instead of 2 feet 10 inches 
as Stephens gives it, and narrows slightly towards the top. This plate also 
shows two X shaped windows in the west end. Stephens, vol. ii., pp\344- 
8, elevation and ground plan as given in my text from Baldwin's Ann. 

x A nier., p. 106, and some rough sketches of jwirts of the interior. Dupaix, 
\>1. xxxv., tig. 39, exterior view and ground plan. The view omits alto­
gether the superstructure and locates the temple on a natural rocky cliff*. 
Galindo, in Antiq. Mcx., tom. i., div. ii., p. 71, speaks of the top walls as 
80 feet from the ground and pierced with square openings.
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The interior arrangement is made clear by the ad­
joined plan. Within the central apartment of the

TABLET.

ALTAR

OUTER CORRIDOR

SbtrzA

Ground plan—Temple of the Cross.

rear, or northern, corridor, and directly opposite to the 
main doorway is an enclosure measuring seven by 
thirteen feet. From its being mentioned as an enclos­
ure rather than a regular room by Stephens, it would 
seem probable that it does not reach the full height 
of the chamber, but has a ceiling, or covering, of its 
own. At any rate, it receives light only by the door­
way. Besides a heavy cornice round the enclosure, 
the doorway was surmounted by massive and graceful 
stucco decorations, and at its sides on the exterior 
were originally two stone tablets bearing each a hu­
man figure sculptured in low relief, resembling in their 
general characteristics the more common stucco de­
signs, but somewhat more elaborately draped and 
decorated. One of them wears a leopard-skin as a 
cloak. These tablets were sketched by both Waldeck 
and Catherwood in the village of Santo Domingo, 
whither they had been carried and set up in a modern 
house. Stephens understood them to come from 
another of the ruins yet to be mentioned, but the evi­
dence indicates strongly that he was misinformed. 
Both Waldeck and Stephens entered into some nego­
tiations with a view to remove these tablets; at the
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time of the former’s visit the condition of obtaining 
them was to marry one of the proprietresses; in 
Stephens’ time a purchase of the house in which they 
stood would suffice. Neither removed them.36

Fixed in the wall at the hack of the enclosure, and 
covering nearly its whole surface, was the tablet of 
the cross, six feet four inches high, ten feet eight 
inches wide, and formed of three stones. The central 
stone, and part of the western, bear the sculptured 
figures shown in the cut. The rest of the western, 
and all of the eastern stone, were covered with hiero­
glyphics. This cut is a photographic reduction of

Tablet of the Cross.

36 Waldeck, p. vii., pi. xxiii-iv. ; Stephens, vol. ii., p. 352; Dupaix, pp. 
24-5, pi. xxxvii-viii. ; Galindo, ill Antiq. Mex., tom. i., div. ii., p. 71.
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Waldeck’s drawing, the accuracy of which is proved 
by a careful comparison with Charnay’s photograph. 
The subject doubtless possessed a religious significa­
tion, and the location of the tablet may be considered 
a sacred altar, or most holy place, of the ancient 
Maya or Tzendal priesthood. Two men, probably 
priests, clad in the robes and insignia of their office, 
are making an offering to the cross or to a bird 
perched on its summit. This tablet has been perhaps 
the most fruitful theme for antiquarian speculation 
yet discovered in America, but a fictitious importance 
has doubtless been attached to it by reason of some 
fancied connection between the sculptured cross and 
the Christian emblem. All agree respecting the ex­
cellence of the sculpture. Of the twro priests, Ste­
phens says: “They are w'ell drawn, and in symmetry 
of proportion are perhaps equal to many that are 
carved on the walls of the ruined temples in Egypt. 
Their costume is in a style different from any hereto­
fore given, and the folds would seem to indicate that 
they were of a soft and pliable texture like cotton.” 
Stephens and other writers discover a possible like­
ness in the object offered to a new-born child. Of 
the hieroglyphics which cover the two lateral stones, 
the cut on the opposite page shows, as a specimen, 
the upper portion of the western stone, or what may 
be considered, perhaps, the beginning of the inscrip­
tion. The large initial character, like an aboriginal 
capital letter, is a remarkable feature. In Dupaix’s 
time all parts of the tablet were probably in their 
place, and in good condition, but his artist only 
sketched, and that somewhat imperfectly, the cross 
and human figures, omitting the hieroglyphics. 
Waldeck and Stephens found and sketched the cen­
tral stone in the forest on the bank of the stream, 
to which point it had been removed, according to the 
former, with a view to its removal to the United 
States, but according to the latter its intended des­
tination had been the village of Santo Domingo.
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Stephens says he found the eastern stone entirely 
destroyed, though Charnay speaks of it as still in 
place nearly twenty years later; why Waldeck made 
no drawing of it does not appear.37

This temple is paved with large flags, through 
which is an opening made hy Del Rio and noticed 
hy later visitors. From this place Del Rio took a 
variety of articles which will he mentioned hereafter. 
On the southern slope of this pyramid Waldeck found 
two statues, exactly alike, one of which is represented in 
the cut on the opposite page, from Catherwood’s draw­
ings in Stephens7 work. They are ten and one half 
feet high, of which two and a half feet, not shown in 
the cut, formed the tenon by which they were imbed­
ded in the ground or in a wall. The figure stands on 
a hieroglyph which perhaps expresses tbe name of the 
individual or god represented. These statues are re­
markable as being the only tines ever found in connec­
tion with the Palenque ruins; and even these are not 
statues proper, sculptured ‘in the round,’ since the 
back is of rough stone and was very likely imbedded 
originally in a wall. Waldeck believes they were de­
signed to support a platform before the central door­
way. One of them was broken in two pieces. After 
sketching the best preserved of them, Waldeck turned 
them face downward that they might escape the eye 
of parties who might have better facilities than he 
for removing them; but Catherwood afterwards dis­
covered and sketched the one which remained entire. 
The resemblance of this figure to some Egyptian 
statues is remarked by all, though Stephens notes in

37 Fhipaix, pp. 25-G, pi. xxxvi., fig. 40; Waldeck, p. vii., pi. xxi.-ii.; 
Stephens, vol. ii., pp. 345 7; Charnay, p. 419, phot, xxi., showing only the 
central stone. ‘Upon the top of the cross is seated a sacred bird, which 
has two strings of heads around its neck, from which is suspended some­
thing in the shape of a hand, probably intended to denote the manitas. 

f This curious flower was the production of the tree called by the Mexicans 
macphalxochitl, or “flower of the hand.’” Bradford's Amer. Antiq., p. 
89. ‘Une grande croix latine, surmontée d’un coq, et portant au milieu 
une croix plus petite, dont les trois branches supérieures sont ornées d’une 
fleur de lotus.’ Baril, Mex., pp. 28-9. ‘Un examen approfondie de cette 
question m’a conduit à penser avec certitude que la croix n’était, chez les 
Palenquéens qu’un signe astronomique.’ Waldeck, Voy. Bitt., p. 24.
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tit

Statue from Temple of the Cross.

the lower part of the dress “an unfortunate resem­
blance to modern pantaloons.” The space at the^ 
western base of the pyramid where various unde-

Vol. IV. 22
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scribed .ruins are indicated on the plan, is described by 
Stephens as a level esplanade one hundred and ten feet 
wide and supported by a stone terrace wall which rises 
sixty feet on the slope from the bank of the stream.38

At the south-western base of the pyramid of the 
Cross, and almost in contact with it, rises another of 
smaller base, but nearly as high, with a still smaller 
companion on the north, respecting which latter no 
information is given. These pyramids, Nos. 5 and 
6 of the plan, are located by Stephens directly south 
from thé Temple of the Cross, as indicated by the 
dotted lines. The building No. 5, sometimes called, 
without any sufficient reason, the Temple of the Sun, 
is one of the best preserved and most remarkable for 
variety of ornamentation of all the Pale _ struc­
tures, but is very similar in most respects to its 
neighbor of the cross, having the same stuccoed piers 
and roof. Its front elevation is shown in the cut,

338

Temple of the Suu

3* Stephens, vol. ii., pp. 344, 349; Waldcck, pi. xxv. ‘From the engrav-

56
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from Catherwood. Waldeck’s plate differs chiefly in 
representing the stucco ornaments in a more perfect 
state; hut both are confessedly restorations to a cer­
tain extent. Here again we have stucco reliefs of 
human figures on the central, and hieroglyphics of 
the same material on the lateral piers. The roof 
hears a superstructure similar to that already de­
scribed, composed of a frame of hewn stone blocks, 
supporting complicated decorations in cement, several 
of which are modeled to represent human figures 
looking from openings in the lattice-work. The stone 
frame-work entirely freed from its ornamentation, is 
shown in the cut from Waldeck, which presents both

Hoof Structure—Temple of the Sun.

a front and end view. Brasseur believes that these 
roof structures were erected hy some people that 
succeeded the original builders of the temples. It 
will be remembered that in Yucatan similar superim­
posed structures were found by Stephens and others, 
and are for the most part the only ones on which traces 
of stucco work are observable.

The dimensions of this temple are twenty-eight by 
thirty-eight feet, and its ground plan, identical with 
the exception of an additional doorway with that of

ing. Egypt, or her Tyrian neighbour, would instantly claim it.’ Jour,s' 
Hist. Anr. Amrr., p. 127. Copy of the statue from Stephens, in Sqiticrt 
Ximragua, (Ed. 1850,) vol. ii., p. 337.
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the Temple of the Cross, is shown in the cut. The

IB

Tablet
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Ground plan—Temple of the Sun.

central enclosure in the rear, as is clearly shown by 
the plates and description in this case, has a roof of 
its own. Its interior dimensions are, nine feet long, 
five feet wide, and eight feet high. It has on the ex­
terior a double cornice and graceful ornaments, now 
mostly fallen, over the doorways, while at the sides 
stood two sculptured reliefs representing human fig­
ures, which although broken in many fragments, were 
sketched by Waldeck. The tablets in the village of 
Santo Domingo were understood by Stephens to 
have come from this apartment.

Fixed in the rear wall, occupying its whole extent, 
and receiving light only through the doorway, is the 
Tablet of the Sun, which measures eight by nine feet 
and is made of three slabs of stone. In 1842 it was 
still unbroken and in place, and was considered by 
Stephens to be the most perfect and interesting mon­
ument in Palenque. As in the Tablet of the Cross 
the sides are covered with squares of hieroglyphics; 
and in the central portion is an object to which two
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priests are in the act of making human offerings. 
This central object is a hideous face, or mask, with 
protruding tongue, standing on a kind of altar which 
is supported on the backs of two crouching human 
figures. Two other stooping men support the priests, 
who stand on their backs. The name Tablet of the 
Sun comes from the face with protruding tongue, 
which was sometimes regarded by the Aztecs as a 
symbol of the sun;—a very far-fetched derivation for 
the name.”

The stream on whose hanks the ruins stand flows 
for a short distance through an artificial covered stone 
channel, or aqueduct, about six feet wide, and ten feet 
high, covered like all the corridors by an arch of over­
lapping blocks. It extends fifty-seven feet from north 
to south, and one hundred and sixty feet further south­
eastward toward the Temple of tin: Cross, where the 
fallen roof blocks up the passage and renders further 
exploration impracticable. Such is the information 
obtained from the works of Waldeck and Stephens. 
The position of this structure is indicated on the plan 
by the dotted lines numbered 7, although Stephens 
locates it considerably further north. There is great 
confusion in the accounts of this so-called aqueduct. 
Bernasconi included in his report a description and 
drawing of a vault seven feet wide, twelve feet high, 
and two hundred and twenty-seven feet long, extend­
ing in a curved line from the Palace to the stream. 
Del Rio speaks of a “subterranean stone aqueduct of 
great solidity and durability, which passes under the 
largest building.’’ Dupaix states that a rapid stream,

1,1 Waldeck’s plate xx. shows the pyramid No. f> and indicates that his 
location of it on the plan is correct. Clmrnay, Riiints A nu'r., pp. 4*20 1, 
places No. 5 ‘iï quelque distance de ce premier (Palace) édifice, presque sur 
le même ligne.’ tVaUlcck, pl. xxvi., front elevation; pi. x.xvii., elevation of 
central chamtier; pl. xxviii., central wall, roof structure (as given above), 
ground plan, sections; pl. xxix-xxx, Tablet of the Sun, pl. xxxi ii. lateral 
stone tablets. Stephens, vol. ii., pp. 351 4, and frontispiece, gives eleva­
tion and ground plan as above, and also elevation of central chamber, a 
view of a corridor, and the Tablet of the Sun. Dupaix, p. ‘25, pl xxxiv ., 
fig 33, <1 escrilies a two storied building 10 by 19 varus, 1‘2 varas high, stand­
ing on a low pyramid, which may probably be identical with this temple.
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a few paces—Kingsborough’s edition lias it over a 
league—west of the ruins, runs through a subterra­
nean aqueduct five and one half feet wide, eleven feet 
high, and one hundred and sixty-seven feet long, built 
of stone blocks without mortar. The drawings of 
this structure, however, in Dupaix and Kingsbor­
ough’s works do not bear the slightest resemblance to 
each other, one picturing it as a bridge, and the other 
as a corridor, or possibly aqueduct, built above the 
surface of the ground. Galindo tells us that a stream 
rises two hundred paces east of the Palace and is cov­
ered for one hundred paces by a gallery, with traces 
of buildings, probably baths, extending fifty paces 
further. Waldeck describes the mouth of a subter­
ranean passage as concealed by a small cataract in the 
stream. There seems to be little reason to doubt that 
all these conflicting accounts refer to the same struc­
ture. Charnay tells us that the conduit is two mè­
tres high and wide, and that it is covered with 
immense stones.40

Not far from the Temple of the Sun a small build­
ing eight feet square was found by Waldeck lifted 
bodily from the ground by the branches of a large 
tree.41 On an eminence north of the Palace, at 9 of 
the plan, are the foundations of several buildings,— 
eleven in number, according to Dupaix, in whose time 
some of the arches were still standing. They extend 
in a line from east to west, and all front the south.42 
On the summit of a high steep hill, or mountain, the 
slope of which begins immediately to the east of the 
Temple of the Cross, are the foundation stones of a 
building twenty-one feet square, at 8 of the plan. So 
thick is the forest that from this point none of the 
ruins below are visible, although the site of the vil-

i0 Stephens, vol. ii., n. 321 ; Waldeck, p. ii. ; Brasseur de Bnurbourg, 
Palenqué, in trod., p. 7; bel Bio, Descrip., j). 5; Dupaix, n. 29, pi. xlvi., 
tig. 48; Kingsborough, vol. v., p. 310, pi. xlv., tig. 45; Galindo, in Antiq. 
Mex., tom. i., div. ii., p. 71 ; Cnarnay, Ruines Amér., p. 429.

41 Waldeck, p. ii.
4* Dupaix, p. 18; Charmyg, Ruines Amér., p. 424.
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lage of Santo Domingo may be seen by climbing a 
lofty tree.43

Two bridges are indefinitely located in the vicinity 
of Palenque. One of them, said by Dupaix to be 
north of the Palace, is fifty-six feet long, forty-two 
feet wide, and eleven feet high, built of large hewn 
blocks without mortar. The conduit is nine feet 
wide, having a flat top constructed with a layer of 
wide blocks, and convex sides, as illustrated in the 
cut. The second bridge was found on the Tulija

Conduit of a Bridge near Palenque.

River some leagues west of the ruins, and only ex­
tends, according to Galindo, partly across the river, 
which is now about five hundred paces wide at that 
point.44 The Abbé Brasseur, during his visit to the 
ruins in 1871, claims to have discovered an additional 
temple, that of the Mystic Tree, containing hiero­
glyphic tablets.45 Three thousand five hundred paces 
southward from the last house of Santo Domingo, on 
a stream supposed to be a branch of the Usumacinta, 
Waldeck found two pyramids. They are described

41 Stephens, vol. ii., pp. 320-1; Waldeck, p. iii. Plate xx. also gives a 
view of the mountain from the Palace A ‘monument qui paraîtrait avoir 
servi <lc temple et de citadelle, et dont les constructions altières comman­
daient au loin la contrée jusqu’aux rivages de l’Atlantique.’ Brasseur de 
Bourbourg, Hist. Nat. Civ., torn, i., p. 84.

44 Dupaix, p. 28, pl. xliv., fig. 46; Kingsborough, p. 310, pl. xliv., fip. 
43. The latter plate does not snow any curve in tin? sides. Galindo, in 
Antiq. Mex., tom. i., div. ii., p. 68; Id., in Lond. Gcog. Soc., Jour., voL 
iii., p. 64.

45 Bibliothèque Mexico-Guatémalienne, p. xxvii.
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as having been at the time in a perfect state of pres­
ervation, square at the base, pointed at the top, and 
thirty-one feet hi^h, their sides forming equilateral 
triangles. Pyramids of this type rarely, if ever, 
occur in America, and it is unfortunate that thfe ex­
istence of these monuments is not confirmed by other 
explorers, since without such confirmation it must lie 
considered very doubtful.“ Seven leagues north from 
the ruins, Galindo found a circular cistern twenty 
feet in diameter, two feet high on the outside, and 
eight feet on the inside, occupied at the time of his 
visit by alligators.47 According to Ordoftez, one of 
Del Rio’s companions discovered on the Rio Catasahà, 
two leagues from Palenque, a subterranean stone 
structure, which contained large quantities of valu­
able woods, stored as if for export.

A, few miscellaneous relics, found by visitors at dif­
ferent points in connection with the ruins of Palen­
que, and more or less fully described, remain to be 
noticed. Del Rio made an excavation under the 
pavement of the central chamber in the Temple of the 
Cross, and says: “at about half a yard dèep, I found 
a small rpund earthen vessel, about one foot in .diam­
eter, fitted horizontally with a nlixture' of lime to 
another of the same quality and dimensions ; these 
were removed, and the digging being continued, a 
quarter of a yard beneath, we discovered a circular 
stone, of rather larger diameter than the first articles, 
and on removing this from its position, a cylindrical 
cavity presented itself, about a foot wide and the third 
of a foot deep, containing a flint lance, two small con­
ical pyramids with the figure of a heart in dark crys­
tallized stone ;.. . . there were also two small earthen 
jars or ewers with covers containing small stones and a 
ball of vermilion.... The situation of the subterranean 
depository coincides with the centre of the oratory,

« Waldtck, p. iL
41 Galindo, in Antiq. Afrx, tom. i., div. ii., p. 68.
48 OrdoAei, jMS., in Brasseur de Bourbourg, Hitt, Nat. Civ., tom. i.,
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and in each of the inner angles, near the entrance, is 
a cavity like the one before described,” containing two 
little jars. The same author also speaks of burnt 
bricks which seem to have been used sparingly.48 
Waldeck, having made a similar excavation in what 
he calls the temple of the Palace, perhaps the build­
ing C, found a gallery containing hewn blocks of stone, 
and earthen cups and vases with many little earthen 
1 «ills of different colors. He also speaks of a fine 
fragment of terra cotta which he found in the court 1 
where he also discovered- just before leaving Palenque 
the entrance to other galleries of the pyramid. Wal­
deck also gives drawings of two images of human form 
in terra cotta, from Dr Corroy’s collection ; also a face, 
or mask, in stucco from the cornice of the Temple of 
Death, whatever that building may have been.80 Ga­
lindo found stones apparently for grinding maize, sim­
ilar to the Mexican mhdte; also artificially shaped 
pebbles, similar, as he says, to those used by the mod­
em^ Lacandones by t smaller. Both Galindo and Du- 
paix speak of a circular granite stone, like a mill­
stone, six feet in diameter and one foot thick, found 
on the side or at the foot of the Palace pyra­
mid. Dupaix found at a distance of a league westward 
from the ruins, a square pillar fourteen feet in circum-

e

Palenque Altar for burning Copal.

” Del Rio, Detcrip., pp. 18-20.
*>\Vald<xk, Palenqué, p. iv., pi. 1.; Id, Voy. Pitt., p 104, pi, xviii., 

fig. 3.
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ference, and about the same in height, with two short 
round pillars standing at its eastern foot. He also 
Bpeaks of finding many small altars probably used or­
iginally for burning copal. One of them, four feet in 
circumference and sixteen inches high, is represented 
in the preceding cut.61 At the sale of a collection of 
antiquities in London, 1859, two of the objects sold 
are, erroneously in all probability, mentioned as relics 
from Palenque; one was “a mask, with open mouth, 
in hard red stone, the concave surface sculptured with 
a sitting figure of a Mexican chief, surrounded by 
various emblems,” price thirteen ]H>unds;the other, ‘‘a 
Mexican deity, with grotesque human face sculptured 
out of a very large and massive piece of greenstone,” 
price twenty-five pounds. Mr Davis talks alxmt “an 
idol of pure gold about six inches long.”61 The two 
copper or bronze medals which I hâive already noticed 
as probably not authentic relics in my account of Gua­
temalan antiquities, have been considered by various 
writers, following Ordonez without any apparent rea­
son, as belonging to Palenque. The speculations to 
which they have given rise, and their attempted in­
terpretations are splendid specimens of the trash, pure 
and simple, which has been written in unlimited quan­
tities about primitive America.63

Some thirty-five or forty miles' southward from 
Palenque, on anothP' of the parallel streams which 
unite to form a branch of the Usumacinta, is another 
important group of ruins, which may be called Oco- 
cingo, from the name of a modern village, five or six ^ 
miles distant toward the west. The same tradition# 
that tell us of Votan’s great Maya empire, and of 
Xibalba, allude also somewhat vaguely to another 
great capital called TulluL Juarros, perhaps follow -

81 Galindo, in Anliq. Mez., tom. i., div. ii., pp. 76-2; Dupaix, pp. 28-9, 
pi. xlii-ih, xlv., fig. 44-5, 47.

* Hist. May, voL iii., p. 100, quoted from Athenaeum; Davis' A ne. 
Amer., p. 5.

83 See this vol. p. 118; Melyar, in Soc. Mae. Oeog , Boletin, 2da época,
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ing Ordonez, applied this name to the ruins of Oco­
cingo, and most authors have followed him in this 
resjieet. I need not say, however, that the only 
authority for this use of the name is the traditional 
existence in the shadowy past, of a- Tulhâ in this 
region. The natives call the ruins Tonila, which in 
the Tzendal tongue signifies ‘stone houses.’ Not­
withstanding the importance of the ruins, very little 
is known of them. Stephens and Catherwood spent 
aliout half a day here just before their visit to Pa- 
lenque; and Dupaix and Castaneda also visited this 
point. The accounts by these explorers are about all 
there is extant on the subject, but they are necessa­
rily brief, and unfortunately neither in text nor draw­
ings do they awree at all with each other. Both 
Waldeck and Brasseur visited Ococingo, but ^either 
gives any description of the monuments.“

At the village of Ococingo Stephens noticed two 
sculptured figures brought from the ruins, which he 
pronounced “somewhat in the same style as those at 
Copan.” Castaneda also saw and sketched here two 
tablets, which may be the same. One of them meas­
ured forty-five by thirty-six by four inches, was of a 
grayish stone, and contained a single human fig-/ 
ure, whose arms were bound behind the back yith 
what resembles a modern rope. The other meas­
uring thirty-six by twenty-seven inches, was of a 
yellow stone, and contained a standing and a squat­
ting figure, surrounded by a border in which hiero­
glyphics appear. On the way from the village, 
Stephens noticed two well-carved figures lying on the

M Stephens, vol. ii., pp. 255-61; Dupaix, pp. 10-13, pi. viii.-x.; Kings- 
hnrough, vol v., pp. 291-4, vol. vi, pp. 470-2, vol. iv., pi. ix.-x. ; Lenvir, 
in Antiq. Mex., tom. i., div. ii., pp. 23, 72-3; Waldeck, Voy. Pitt., pp. 
46-7, 104, pi. xix.-xxi.; /</., Pitlenqué, p. viii., pi. liv. ; Brasseur, PalenquS, 
introd., pp. 2, 14, 15—he write* the name Toninh. Juetrros, Hist. Gnat., 
pp. 18-19, mere mention. Other authoritie», containing no original infor­
mation, are a* follow*: Muhlenp/ordt, Mejieo, tom. ii., p. 21 ; Malte-Brun, 
Prtris de la G tog., tom. vi., p. 465; Baril, Mexique, p 27; Domenech's 
Hptrrts, vol. i., p. 20; Wappeius, Mex. Guat., p. 147; Muller, Amrrikan- 
isrhe Urreligionen, p. 461; Larenaudiere, Mex. Guat., p. 320; Murelefs 
Trav., p^i. 97-8; Warden, in Antiq. Mex., tom. ii., p. 71.
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ground ; while Dupaix found several of them thrown 
down and broken, two of which were sketched. One 
of them represents a human bust with arms crossed 
on the breast, the lower portion of which seems to be a 
kind of tenon originally fixed in the ground ; the other 
bears a slight resemblance to the only statue found 
at Palenque. This statue must have been removed 
by Dupaix, since it was afterwards seen by Waldeck 
in Vera Cruz. Both statues had lost their heads.68

In the possession of some French citizens of Vera 
Cruz, Waldeck found a collection of seven or eight 
terra-cottas of very fine workmanship and very curi­
ous form, which had been brought from Ococingo. 
Two of them are shown in the accompanying cuts.86

Terra-Cotta* from Ococingo.

* Stephen», vol. ii., pp. 286, 268; Dupaix, pp. 10-12, pi. viii.-ix., fig. 
13-16; Waldeck, Voy. Pitt, pp. 46-7

* Waldeck, Voy. Pitt., pp. 46, 104, pi. xix-xxi. ‘Lee figure» de terre
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^7

Engraved Chalchiuite from Ococingo.

The figure shown in the cut was carved in bas-relief 
on a hard and polished chalchiuite which was found 
in this vicinity. The design is represented full-sized,

ft'

Hieroglyphics from Ococingo.
cuite nn’on trouve de temps à autre dans les champs voisins de ces ruines, 
sont Inen modelées, et d’un style oui révèle un sentiment artistique asses 
élevé.*
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and its resemblance to one of the figures on the stone 
tablet in the Palace at Palenque will be apparent to 
the reader. Another similar stone bore the hiero­
glyphics shown in the preceding cut, which was also 
given in the second volume of this work as an illus­
tration of the ^laya system of writing. M. Warden 
speaks indefinitely of ancient monuments in this 
vicinity, in connection with which were stone figures 
representing warriors of great size.57

This brings us to the ruins proper. They are sit­
uated a little north of east from the village, at a dis­
tance of five or six miles. Dupaix describes them as 
located on the slope of a hill, on the sides of which 
are some stone steps, and as consisting of five struct­
ures. The central building is nearly square, built of 
hewn stone, and covered with plaste^, without exte­
rior decorations. The drawing represents a double 
cornice, and a sloping roof, very similar to those of 
the interior Palace buildings at Palenque. There is 
only one door, on the west, and two square windows 
appear on each side. A few rods in front of this 
building, at the sides of the broad stairway leading 
up to it, and facing each other, are two other build­
ings of similar construction, but so small that the roof 
is pointed, its slopes forming four triangular surfaces. 
In the rear of the central structure, in positions cor­
responding to those of the buildings in front but at a 
greater distance, are two conical mounds of masonry 
covered with cement. Each is sixty feet high and 
two hundred feet in diameter, being pointed at the 
top; indeed, the only specimen of pointed stone pyra­
mids seen by Dupaix in his explorations.68

Stephens also describes the ruins, or the principal 
ones at least, as located “on a high elevation,” but 
the elevation is an immense artificial pyramidal struct­
ure, built in five terraces. The surface was orig-

87 Marelet'» Travel», pp. 97-8, cute pmlwhlv from Catherwood’e draw­
ing*. Warden, in Antiq. Mti., tom. ii., p. 71.

M Dupaix, pp. 12-13, pi. x., fig 17.
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inally faced with stone and plastered, but was so broken 
up in places that Stephens was able to ascend to the 
third terrace on ( horseback. On the summit of this 
terraced hill is a pyramid, high and steep, which 
supports a stone building measuring thirty-five by 
fifty feet on the ground, built of hewn stone, and 
covered with stucco. This is perhaps identical with 
the central building sketched by Dupaix. The only 
exterior doorway is in the centre of the front, and ih 
ten feet wide. The ground plan is very similar to 
those of the temples of the Cross and Sun at Pa- 
ienque, except that the front corridor is divided by 
partition walls, while the rear corridor is uninter­
rupted except by tyl oblong enclosure, which, as at 
Palenque, seems to have been a kind of sanctuary. 
The dimensions of this enclosure are eleven by eight­
een feet, and over the doorway on the outside is a 
stucco ornament which arrested Mr Stephens’ atten­
tion from its resemblance to the ‘winged globe’ of 
the Egyptian temples. A portion which was yet in 
place was sketched by Catherwood; the rest, which 
had fallen face downward, was too heavy for four 
men and a boy to overturn. Waldeck, however, 
either succeeded in raising the fragments, or, what is 
more likely, copied the standing part and restored 
the rest from his imagination, producing the drawing, 
a part of which is copied in the cut. The lintel of

Winged Globe from Oeoeingo.
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this inner doorway is of Zapote-wood, and in perfect 
preservation. The entrance to this sanctuary was 
much obstructed by fallen fragments, and the natives, 
who had never dared to penetrate the mysterious 
recess, believed the passage to lead by a subterranean 
course to Palenque. Stephens succeeded in entering 
the room, and found its walls covered with stucco 
decorations, including two life-sized human figures 
and a monkey.

F rom the top of the first building was seen another 
of similar plan and construction, but in a more dam­
aged condition. It probably stands on the same 
terraced foundation, although no definite information 
is given on this point. Two other buildings sup­
ported by pyramids were seen. Stephens also speaks 
of an open table, probably the former site of the city, 
protected on all sides by the terraced structures 
which overlook the country far around. There is 
also a high narrow causeway, partially artificial, ex­
tending from the ruins to a mountain range, and 
bearing on its summit a mound and the foundations 
of a building, or tower. Of these ruins Mr Stephens 
says “there was no place we had seen which gave us 
such an idea of the vastness of the works erected by 
the aboriginal inhabitants.””

I have found no very definite information about the 
antiquities of Chiapas, except the ruins of Palenque 
and Ococ^ngo. In a statistical work on Chiapas and 
Soconusco' by Emilio Pineda there are the following 
brief mentions of scattered monuments : In one of the 
hills near Comitan is a stone table; and a sun, sculptured 
in stone, serves as a boundary mark on the frontier.

* StepArna, vol. ii., pp. 258-112. Elevation, section, and ground plan, 
with fragment of the stucco ornament. The latter copied in Brasseur, 
Palenyui, iitlrod., pp. 14-15. Waldeck, Paleuqué, p. viu., pi. liv. ‘Dans 
l’intérieur de ses monuments, un caractère d’architecture assez semblable à 
celui îles doubles galeries de Palenqué; seulement, j’ai remarqué que les 
combles étaient coniques et il angles saillants, comme des assises renver­
sées. ’ hl., l'oy. Pitt., p. 411. Shows higher degree of art than Palenque. 
Brasseur de Èuurbourg, Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. i., p. 88.
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Remains are still visible of the cities which formerly 
stood in the valleys of Custepeques and Xiquipilas, 
including remains of giants; also of those at Laguna 
Mora, five leagues'from the left bank of the river 
Chiapas, between the pueblo of A cal A and the valley 
of Custepeques, believed to have been the towns of 
Tizapetlan and Teotilac, where Cortés hung the Aztec 
king Guatimozin and others; also those of Copana- 
1 east la, where columns are mentioned. There are, 
besides, some sepulchres of the Tzendal nobles, two 
of which are especially worthy of note. The first is 
lietweÊn the pueblo of Zitald and the hacienda of 
Boxtic, twenty-two leagues north-west of San Cristô- 
val. “ Its base is a parallelogram formed from a hill 
cut down on three sides, so t{jat at the entrance one 
seems to be ascending an inclined plain; but*further 
along is seen an elevation with grades, or terraces, 
chiefly on the sides which are cut away. On the sum­
mit plane is found an enormous cone, built of hewn 
blocks of slate, whose base is about two hundred 
varas in circumference. In the centre are the .sepul­
chres, and in some of them human bones. The ascent 
to them is by steps, and the whole seems like a vast 
winding stairway, for which reason it is called Bolol- 
chun, meaning in the Tzendal tongue a ‘coiled snake.’ 
Similar to this, is another at the hacienda of San 
Gregorio, near the pueblo of Huistan, eight leagues 
east of the city of San Cristôval ; but the latter has 
no supporting mound, but stands on the level of the 
ground. Here are two Egyptian pyramids, considering 
their form and purpose.” Walls of masonry are men­
tioned on the hill of Colmena, four leagues from < )co- 
sucoautla; being nine feet t.hiek, seven feet high, and 
enclosing a circular space forty-five feet in diameter. 
There is also a wall on the hill of Petapa, south of 
Ocosucoautla ; but the most notable is that of Santo- 
ton, near Teopisea, seven leagues south-west of San 
Cristôval. Two parallel walls extend a long distance,

VOL. IV. tjg
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having at one end a ditch, and at the other a high 
steep mound ; within the walls was a town."0

Among the relics found at Huehuetan in Soco- 
nusco at the end of the seventeenth century, and 
publicly destroyed, are said to have been some sculp­
tured stones ; and we have a statement that the 
shapeless ruins of the city itself are still visible on a 
hill near the Pacific, at the modern town of Tlazoa- 
loyan.61 The ruins of the aboriginal Tonalii, a town 
captured by Pfedro de Alvarado, are said to be still 
seen on the banks of a laguna communicating with 
the sea, near the Tehuantepec frontier. The ancient 
Ghoxvel, or Huey Zacatlan, is supposed to have stood 
on the present site of San Criétôval, where some 
traces are reported. Dupaix mentions a human head, 
wearing a kind of helmet, cut from gretiU porphyry. 
This relic was in the possession of Sr Ordonez.”

Brasseur states that the town of Chiapa de In­
dies, twelve leagues from San Cristoval, is “full of 
ruins;” and he thinks that obelisks, on one of which 
there is a tradition of an old king having inscribed 
his name, and other ruins like those at Copan and 
Quirigua will some time be brought to light in the 
forests about Comitan. Hermosa mentions two atones 
cut in the form of tongues, nine feet long and two 
feet wide, at Qfiixté, the location of which I am un­
able to find. Galindo speaks of some extraordinary 
and magnificent ruins in a cave somewhere on the 
left bank of the Usumacinta near the falls; and 
somewhat lower down, about three miles from Tenu- 
sicpie, a remarkable monumental stone, with inscribed 
characters. And finally, among the wonderful pre­
tended discoveries of Leon de Pontelli, were the 
ruined cities of Ustuta and Copanahuaxtla, south

60 Pineda, Dcscrip. Grog., in Sur. Mrx. drug., linletin, tom. iii., pp 
346, 406-7.

61 Pineda, ubi sup. ; Braserur tic Bourbourg, Hint. Nat. Civ., tom. i., 
p. 74; Domenech’t Desert*, vol. i., p. 21.

68 Brasseur de Bourbourg, Hut. Nat. Civ., tom. iv., p. 633, tom. i , p. 
75; Wap/iaus, Mex. Cunt, p. 147; Muhlenpfordt, Mrjico, tom. ii., p. 20; 
Dupaix, 3d ExpetL, p. 8, pi. vii.
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ward of Palenque, and in the Vicinity of San Barto- 
lomé.“

I hâve now presented to the reader all t'hat is 
known of Palenque, and the few other relics of an­
tiquity that have been found in Chiapas. Since the 
monuments described are nearly all found in one lo­
cality, a general résumé seems less necessary than in 
the chapter on Yucatan antiquities, where the re­
mains of many cities, with numerous variations in 
detail, were described. Yet a brief consideration of 
the leading points of resemblance and contrast l>e- 
tween the two groups is important. In Palenque, as 
in Yucatan, we have low, narrow buildings of stone 
and mortar, standing on the summit platforms of 
artificial pyramidal elevations faced with masonry. 
There are no traces of city walls or other fortifications. 
Galleries are found within the Palace pyramid, and 
that of the Beau Relief; they were also found in 
Yucatan at Maxcanii, reported at Izamal, and may 
very likely exist in other pyramids. The building- 
material, stone, mortar, and wood, were apparently 
the same in both groups of ruins, although at Palenque 
the wood has disappeared. Respecting the form and 
dimensions of the hewn blocks, our information is 
less complete than is desirable, especially in the case 
of Palenque. I believe, however, that no importance 
can l>e attached to Galindo’s remark that the blocks 
at Palenque are only two inches thick, and it is prob­
able that the blocks used in both groups are of vary­
ing forms and dimensions, as indeed I am informed 
by a gentletnan residing in San Francisco, who vis­
ited the ruins in 1860. Mortar, plaster, or stucco 
was used in greatèr profusion at Palenque, but there 
is no reason to suppose that it differed in composition 
or excellence ; the bright-colored paints also, although

a lirtusfur de Bourbourg, Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. i., p. 96; Id., Pale noue, 
p 33; Hermota, Manual Geog., pp. 8S-9; Galiiulo, in Lund. Geug. Soc., 
Jour., vol. iii., p. 60; Id , in Antnj. Mes., tom. i., div. ii., p. 68; Nouvelle»
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hotter preserved in Yucatan, were, so far as can be 
known, everywhere the same in the Maya ruins.64

Interiors here as before consist for the most part of 
two narrow parallel corridors, with perpendicular 
walls for half their height, and covered by triangular 
arches of overlapping blocks of stone. Both walls 
and ceilings are covered with plaster, and l>oth painted 
and stucco decorations occur on their surface. Poles 
originally stretched across from celling to ceiling, the 
poles themselves remaining in Yucatan, and the holes 
in which they were placed at Palemjue. At the sides 
of many doorways on the interior are s "e con­
trivances for supporting doors or curtains.65 The Pal­
ace, like those of the Yucatan structures which seem 
to have been intended for the residence of
priests or lords, is built about an enclosed courtyard, 
lait at Palempie the building is continuous instead of 
being composed of four separate structures as at l x- 
mal ; and the court, unlike those in Yucatan, contains 
other structures. The strongest bond connecting Pa- 
leni|ue to ITxmal, Kabuli, and their sister cities, 
together with Copan, is the evident identity of the 
hieroglyphic characters inscribed on their tablets.

M flalindo, in Amer. Antin. Sor., Transact., vol. ii , p. f>40. The atones 
that cover tin* arrheu in the I'alaee corridors, are three feet long; those of 
the eourt stairways are one ami a half feet high ami wide. Oxide of iron 
is mixed with the mortar. ‘No eadeeihle la exeeleneia de cate yeao <|iie \<* 
llaino estneo natural, |iues no se imlaga viaihleniente en an eoni|M>sicion o 
niasa, arena o mnrtmd molido. A mas de su dureza \ tinura tiene un ldam o 
herinoso.' Quarries were aeen one ami a half leagues west of ruina, hu- 
jnii.r, pp. I .VI7, -0. Ked, Idtie, yellow, hlark, and white, the colora used. 
Stephens, vol. ii., n. .'til.

*0 Itraaaeur de Itourhourg, Hist. Sat. Cir., tom. i., p. 87, following (’as- 
taneda, a|Kiaks of regular aemi-eireular arrhes at l'alcm|iic, and states that 
he hua himself seen several such arrhes in other American ruina. It is 
very certain that no such arrhes exist at l*alcn<|uc. Indeed. Ihipaix him 
self, not withstanding ('astaneda’s drawings, says, p 17, that aemi-rirridar 
arrhes wen* not used, and Lenoir, Antiy M>j , tom. i., div. ii., p. 74. ti­
pcat* the statement ; although the latter on the same |wige s|»< aks of the 
‘ v«n4tea eintn;es’ as apjieariiig among the ruins. Brasaeur'a statement 
about arrhes in other ruins would In* more satisfactory if he had aeen lit to 
gi\c further particulars. ‘This original mode of construction, which dis- 
close* the principle of the arch, was not wanting in grandeur or boldness 
of design, although the architect* did not understand the science of runes, 
and *top|»cd short, so to speak, on the verge of the discovery.* Mon'let's 
Travels, p. 88; Id., Voyage, tom. i., pp. ‘J0Ô-G.
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Respecting this identity all writers are agreed, hut 
the reader, with the specimens given in the preceding 
pages, will require no other authority on the subject.“ 
Both Palenque and Yucatan are also alike remarka­
ble for the comparative absence of idols, statues, im­
plements, and pottery ; and, except in the matter of 
statues, Copan may he classed with them. The human 
faces sc \ ’ or molded in profile in Yucatan and
Chiapas exhibit the same flattened «forehead, although 
flic type is much more strongly marked at Palenque. 
The absence of all warlike subjects is remarkable in 
the stucco and sen’ " figures at Palenque as in 
all the more ancient remains of Central America.

Together with the resemblances pointed out and 
others that will occur to the student of this and the 
preceding chapters, there are also strongly marked 
contrasts to he noted. In nearly every city of Yuca­
tan there are one or more pyramids on the sum­
mits of which no traces of buildings appear, apparently 
designed for the performance of religious rites in sight 
of the assembled people, hut possibly paving served 
originally to support wooden structures/ while at Pa­
lenque each pyramid seems to have borne its edifice 
of stone. The number of buildings apparently in­
tended as temples, in comparison with those which 
may have served also as residences for priests or rulers, 
seems much greater at Palenque. Many of the pyra­
mids in Yucatan had broad terraces on their sides ; at 
Palenque none appear, although a terraced elevation 
has been noticed at Ocoeingo. Some of the Yucatan 
pyramids are built of a concrete of rough stones and 
mortar; some of those at Palenque are chiefly com­
posed of earth, hut our information is not sufficiently

66 Hieroglyphic* nt Palenque are the same ns those at Oopan ami t^uir- 
igua, although the intermediate country is now occupied hy races of many 
different languages. Stephens, vol. ii., p. 343; hut, as Brasseur says, l'alenf/ué, 
introd., p. ‘22, ‘Toutes les langues qui se parlent dans les régions existant 
entre Topan et Palenqué ont la même origine;... .â l aide du maya et du 
«jtiiché, je crois qu’on les entendrait toutes, avec quelque travail.’ It/., 
Hist. Sat. Civ., tom. i., p. HU; Jones' Hist. A ne. Amer., p. 10*2. See also 
this work, vol. ii., chap, xxiv., vol. iii., Languages, chap xi.
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full on this point to warrant the conclusion that there 
is any uniform difference in the structure of the pyra­
mids. The sides of the'pyramids have in Chiapas no 
decorations either in stone or stucco, hut such decora­
tions in stucco may have existed and have left no trace. 
Coming now to the superimposed edifices xVe note that 
none are found of more than one story at Palenque, 
while in Yucatan two or three stories are of common 
occurrence. The walls at Palenque are much thinner, 
are I >uilt entirely of hewn stone, and lack, so far as the 
authorities go, the filling of rubble found in Yucatan. 
While the arch of overlapping stones is constructed 
in precisely the same manner, yet, as I have said, the 
projecting corners are beveled in Yucatan, while at 
Palenque a plain surface is produced by the aid of 
mortar. Doorways in the ruins of Yucatan have for 
the most part, except at Vxmal, stone lintels; in 
those of Palenque there is no very positive evidence 
of their use. In the former the principal exterior en­
trances have arched tops; in the latter no such struc­
ture appears. In the former the roof seems to have 
been flat, cemented, and plain ; in the latter they were 
sloping, and decorated with stucco. In Yucatan col­
umns occur occasionally both in doorways and else­
where, Imt there are no windows ; while in Chiapas 
small windows appear in most buildings, but no col­
umns. Traces of a phallic worship are apparent in 
the Yucatan sculptured figures ; at Palenque no such 
traces have been pointed out, and there is not among 
the many tablets or decorations in stucco, a single fig­
ure which would be offensive to the most prudish 
modesty. It is not necessary to speak of the exterior 
stairways, the isolated arch, the round buildings, the 
flat wooden roof, and other peculiar edifices which 
were found in Yucatan and have no counterpart at 
Palenque. The most marked contrast is in the use of 
stone and stucco for exterior ornamentation. No stone 
sculpture is seen on the outer walls of any Palenque 
building; while in Yucatan, except in superimposed
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ornamental ^roof-structures, stucco very rarely ap­
pears.67

The resemblances in the different groups of ruins 
in Chiapas, Yucatan, and Honduras, are more than 
sufficient to prove intimate connection between the 
builders and artists. The differences pointed out 
prove just as conclusively that the edifices were not 
all erected and decorated by the same people, under 
the same laws and religious control, at the same 
epoch.

And this brings me to the question of the age of 
Palenque, the date of its foundation and abandon­
ment. It has already been shown that the Yucatan 
structures were built by the direct ancestors of the 
Mayas who occupied» the peninsula at the time of 
the conquest; that they were not abandoned wholly 
until the coming of the Spaniards, although partially 
so during the two centuries preceding that event;

67 ‘ Il serait facile <le démontrer, par une comparaison raisonnée des ruines 
du Yucatan et de celles de Palenque, que les monuments dont elles perj>é- 
tuent le souvenir avaient un même caractère architectonique; qu’ils étaient 
ordonnés selon les mêmes principes et construits d’après les mêmes règles 
«le l'art.’ Morclcf, Voyaqe, torn, i., p. 270. Brasseur, Pulenqut, introd., 
np. ‘20. 24, notes a striking similarity between the arrangement of build­
ings at Palenque and Yucatan, lit? also speaks of a remarkable inferiority 
in the ruins of Palenque, compared to (niche», Zayi, and Vxmal. Hist. 
Sut. Civ., tom. i., p. 88. Yiollet-le-1 >uc, in Charnay, liunits Amer., pp. 
72 .*1, says the ruins do not resemble those of Yucatan, either in plan, 
construction, or decoration; and that the face of the priest in the Temple 
of the (’ross is of a different race from the sculptured heads in Yucatan.
1 La sculpture... .indique un art plus savant qu’au Yucatan; si les propor­
tions <1 ii corps humain sont observées avec plus de soin et d’exactitude, 
on n’apen/oit que le faire est mou, rond, et qu’il accuse plutôt une pé- 
rjode de décauence que l’Apreté des premiers temps d’un art. ht., p. 74.
‘ Le caractère de la sculpture à Palenqué est loin d’avoir l’énergie de celle 
que nous voyons dans des édifices de l'Yiicatnn.’ /</., p. V7. ‘A |>esar de 
tanta desniidez, no hemos rejiarado una postula, un gesto, ô algunns de 
aquellus del cucrpo, al desculderto que cl pudor procura oeultar,’ Hu/tai.r, 
ô 21. Wahleck, Voy. Pift., p. 72, thinks the tau shnjHMl figures may liaxe 
been symbols of the phallic worship. Friederichsthal, in Xouvrîtes Anno­
tes ties Voy., tom. xcii., pp. 300-3, says of the Yucatan ruins that ‘elles 
portent indubitablement des traces d’aine identité d'origine avec les ruines 
«le Palenqué,’ but remarks a difference in the sculptured ami molded heads. 
Sivcrs, JHit te ta me ri Ica, p. 238, says that the stone reliefs of Vxmal belong 
to a ruder primitive art; and that stucco was used at Palenque for want of 
suitable stone, and for the same reason greater attention was paid to the 
stone tablets at the latter ruins. Sec also Reirhnrdt, Centro-A merika, 
pp. 26-9; Prichard's Researches, vol. \\, pp. 345-0; Foster s Pre-Hist. Races, 
p. 197.

\
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that the reasons adduced for and against the great 
antiquity of the ruins hy different authors, bear al­
most exclusively on the date of their abandonment 
rather than that of their erection ; and that the latter 
date, st) far as anything can he known of it, depends 
chiefly on traditional history, which indicates that 
the cities were built at different dates from the third 
to the tenth century. It is chiefly hy comparison 
with the ruined cities of Yucatan that the age of 
Palenque must he determined, since there is no tra­
ditional history that relate* definitely to this oitjy, 
and it was doubtless abandoned before the Spaniards 
came; for it is hardly possible that a great inhabited 
city could have remained utterly unknown during the 
conquest of this part of the country, especially as 
Cortés is known to have pa’ssed within thirty miles of 
its site. In favor of great antiquity for Palenque, 
the growth of large trees on the ruins, the accumula­
tion of vegetable mold in the courtyards, - and the 
disappearance of all traces of wood, have been con­
sidered strong arguments; hut they all bear on the 
date of abandonment rather than of building, as do 
the rapid crumbling of the ruins since their discovery, 
the remains of bright-colored paint, the destructive­
ness of tropical climate and vegetation, and the com­
parison with some European ruins of known age. 
'l'lie size of trees and accumulation of earth are 
known to he very uncertain tests of age in this 
region; indeed the clearings and excavations of the 
earlier explorers seem to have left few signs visible to 
those who came a few years later. The utter disap­
pearance of wooden lintels is, however, a very strong 
argument that Palenque was abandoned some centu­
ries earlier than the cities of the peninsula, where 
the lintels were found often in perfect preservation, 
although it cannot be conclusively shown that tin 
same kind of wood was employed. When we add to 
this the more advanced state of ruin of the Palenque 
structures, and the utter silence of all later traditions
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respecting any great city or religious centre in this 
region, it seems sate to conclude that Palenque was 
abandoned, or left without repairs, as early as the 
twelfth or thirteenth century, and possibly earlier.

Respecting the date when the city was built, we 
have the resemblances to Yucatan ruins already no­
ticed, which show beyond doubt that it was built— 
undôr different conditions, such as religion and govern­
ment possibly—by a people of the same race and lan­
guage, and not by an extinct race as has been 
sometimes imagined. The present deteriorated condi­
tion of" the natives, and the flattened foreheads of the 
sculptured figures have been the strongest reasons for 
believing in an extinct race; but the former has been 
shown, 1 believe, in the three preceding volumes of 
this work to have no weight, and the peculiar cranial 
conformation may be much more simply and as satis­
factorily explained by supposing that in ancient as in 
modern times the forehead was artificially flattened. 
Then we have the strong differences noticeable be­
tween Uxtnal and Palenque, which lead us to con­
clude that these cities must have been built either at 
widely different epochs, or by branches of the Maya 
race which had long been separated, or by branches, 
which through the influence of foreign tribes lived 
under greatly modified institutions. It cannot be ac­
curately determined to what extent the last two con­
ditions prevailed, but from what is known of Maya 
history, and the uniformity of Maya institutions, I 
am inclined to attribute most of the architectural and 
sculptural differences noted to the lapse of time, and 
to allow a difference of" a few centuries between the 
dates of building. I must confessrttiy inability to 
judge from the degree of art displayed respectively in 
the peninsulahruins and those of Palenque, which are 
the older; 1 wiN go further, and while in a confessional 
mood, confess to a shade of skepticism respecting the 
ability of other yriters to form a well-founded judg­
ment in the matter. Authors are, however, unani-



362 ANTIQUITIES OF CHIAPAS.

mous in the opinion that Palenque was founded before 
any of the cities of Yucatan, an opinion which is 
supported to a certain extent by traditional history, 
which represents Yotan’s empire in Chiapas and Ta­
basco as preceding chronologically the allied Maya 
empire in the peninsula. If the Yucatan cities nour­
ished, as 1 have conjectured, between the third and 
tenth centuries, Palenque may be conjecturallv re­
ferred to a period between the first and eighth centu­
ries. I regard the theory that Palenque was built by 
the 'foltecs after their expulsion from AmUniac in the 
tenth century as wholly without foundation ; and 1 
believe that it would be equally impossible to prove 
or disprove that the Palace was standing at the birth 
of Christ. It must be added that Brasseur and some 
others regard the stucco decorations and especially the 
peculiar roof-structures as the work of a later people 
than the original builders, or at least, of a later epoch 
and grade of culture.68

M. Yiollct-le-Duc, judging from the* nature and dep-ee of art dis­
played in tlie ruins, eoneludes that the civilized nations of America were 
of a mixed race, Turanian or yellow from the north-west, and Aryan or 
white from the north-east, the former lndug the larger and the earlier ele­
ment. Stucco work implies a predominance of Turanian hlootl in the 
artists; traces of wooden structures in architecture belong rather to tin- 
white races. Therefore he lndieves that Palenque was huilt during the con­
tinuance of the Kninire of Xi lull ha, probably some centuries la-fore Christ, 
hy a people in which yellow hlood predominated, although with some Aryan 
intermixture; hut that the Yucatan cities owe their foundation to the same 
]«copie at a later epoch and under a much stronger influence of the white 
races. In Chur mi y, Ruines Amer., pp. 32, 45, 07, 103, etc. * Here were the 
remains of a cultivated, polished, and peculiar people, who had passed 
through all the stages incident to the rise and fall of nations; reached their 
golden age, and perished, entirely unknow n. The links w hich connected 
them w ith the human family were severed and lost, and these were the only 
memorials of their footsteps upon earth.’ Arguments against an extinct 
race and Kgypt inn resemblances. Stephens, vol. ii., pp. 3Ô0 7, 430-07. I hi 
paix lndieves in a flat-headed race tlmt has lieeomc extinct, p. 20. After 
writing his narrative he made up his mind that Palenque was antediluvian, 
or at least that u flood had covered it. Lenoir, p. 70. M. Lenoir says th.it 
according to all voyagers and students the ruins are not less than 3<NH) 
years old. Id., p. 73. ‘Catlin, 1 irrite des Deux Mondes. March, 1807, p. 1 A4, 
asserts that the ruined cities of Palenque and I'xmal have within them­
selves the evidences that the ocean has lieen their 1h*i1 for thousands of 
years,’ hut the material is soft limestone and presents no water lines. Fos­
ter's Pre-Hist. Races, pp. 398-9. The work of an extinct race. Esculent and 
Liana, Mcj. Hist. Dcscrip., p. 333; Valois, Mexique, p. 107; U’appaus, Mix. 
Gnat., p. 247. Judging by decay since discovery, bright paint, comparison 
with German ruins, etc., they cannot date back of the Conquest. Hirers,
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Respecting the vague resemblances in the Pa- 
leiii|iie monuments to old-world ruins, there is very 
little to he said. The earlier observers were not per­
mitted by their religious faith to doubt that the 
builders must lie connected with some race of the old 
world; they were, however, allowed to use their 
judgment to a certain extent in determining which 
should have the credit, and most of them discovered 
the strongest similarities to Egyptian antiquities, 
although Dupaix could find no likeness in the hiero­
glyphics. Later authorities are not disposed to ad­
mit a marked likeness to the monuments of any 
particular nation of Europe, Asia, or Africa, although 
finding vague and perhaps accidental similarities to 
those of many of the older nations. My acquaint­
ance with old-world antiquities is not sufficiently 
thorough to give anv weight to my individual opinion 
in the matter, anti I have no space for the introduc­
tion of descriptive text and illustrative plates. 1 give 
in a note the opinions of some writers on the subject.69

Miftrtamrrika, pp. 237-47. ‘All of them wen* the Work of the name Peo­
ple. or of Nations of the name Race, tinting from a high antiquity, ami in 
nlootl ami language precisely the Mine Race. .that was fourni in Occupa­
tion of the t ountrv ny the Spaniards, ami who still constitute the great Bulk 
of the Population.’ Sqnirr, in Ra/ario, Carta, pp. II-10. Co pan ami (Juiri- 
L'ua precctletl Palen<|ue ami Oeoeingo as the latter preceded the cities of 
Yucatan. Hr ‘The sculptures ami temples of Central America are the 
work of the ancestors of tin* present Indians.’ Tyiors Researches, pp. 189, 
1st In age the rums rank as follows: Copan, Vtatlan, Cxtiial, Mitla, Pa- 
lcm|ue. EiUnburq Rerieir, July, 1807. ‘Inn antiguedad no menus que 
antcdiltivinna.' Reqistro Vue., tom. i., p. 322. 4Approximative calculations, 
amounting to all nut certainty.... would carry its origin as far hack as 
twenty centuries at least.’ Item. Rerieir, vol. i . p. 38. * Ces mines étaient
déjà fort anciennes avant même one les Tolteoues songeassent il quitter 
l’ula.* Fossri/, M'jiqiir, p. f>0d. rounded by tue Toltees after they left 
Anahuac in the llth century. They afterwards went to Yucatan. Morcfct, 
]'ui/tnjt\ tom. i., pn. 209-70. Palenque much older than Yucatan according 
to the Ratlines. lYahtrrk, Yoy. Pitt., pp. 22-3, 103. Waldeck found a 
tree whose rings indicated an age of nearly 2000 years, ht., Falan/uc, p. 
x 11 est probable qu'elles appartiennent il la première période de la civ­
ilization américaine.’ Rrasseur Je Rourhourq, /list. Xat. Cir., tom. i., pp. 
Kô, 87, 89. Copan built first. Palenque second, ami Cxmal tliinl. Jours* 
H,st. Anr. Amer., pp. 80, 72, 70. Ilumlsildt, Y un*, tom. ii., p. 284, thinks 
it improbable that the foundation of Palenque dates hack further than the 
13th or I 1th century; hut he never saw the ruins and does not pretend to 
have any means of accurately determining their age.

® ‘Palenqué, thins quelques has-reliefs, a ties intentions assyriennes.’ 
Chaniay, Ruines Amcr., p. lii. ‘The writing of the inscriptions .. has no
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I close my account of Maya antiquities with the 
following brief quotations respecting Palenque, and 
the degree of art exhibited in her ruined monuments. 
“These sculptured figures are not caricatures, hut dis­
play an ability on the part of the artists "to represent 
the human form in every posture, and with anatom­
ical fidelity. Nor are the people in humble life here 
delineated. The figures are royal or priestly; some 
are engaged in offering up sacrifices, or are in an atti­
tude of devotion ; many hold a scepter, or other baton 
of authority; their apparel is gorgeous; their head­
dresses are elaborately arrayed, and decorated with 
long feathers.”70 “Many of the reliefs exhibit the 
finest and most beautiful outlines, and the neatest 
combinations, which remind one of the best Indian 
works of art.”71 “The ruins of Palenque have been 
perhaps overrated ; these remains are tine, doubtless, 
in their antique rudeness; they breathe out in the 
midst of their solitude a certain imposing grandeur; 
hut it must be affirmed, without disputing their archi­
tectural importance, that they do not justify in their 
details the enthusiasm of archaeologists. The lines 
which make up the ornamentation are faulty in recti­
tude; the designs in symmetry; the sculpture in

more rclntedncss to the Plicrnicinn than to the Chinese writing;' nor is 
there any resemblance in the architecture lialdirin's Ane. Amer, p 174. 
Long arguments against any resemblance of the Central American cities to 
Egyptian monuments. Strobe ns, vol. ii., pp. 436-57; which Jones, Hist. 
Ane. Amer., pp. l<H»-37, lalsirs to refute. No resemblance to Egyptian 
pyramids, except in lieing used as sepulchres. Foster's Pre-Hint, liner*, 
vp. 184V- 7. ‘The Ealenque architecture has little to remind ns of the 
Egyptian, or of the Oriental. It is, indeed, more conformable, in the per­
pendicular elevation of the walls, the moderate size of the stones, and the 
general arrangement of the jiarts, to the European. It must Ik* admitted, 
however, to have a character of originality ]»eculiar to itself.’ Prescott's 
Mex., vol. iii., pp. 407—H. ‘Un has-relief représentant un enfant consacré 
à une croix, les têtes singulière» à grands nez et à fronts rejetés en arrière, 
les bottines on caligulte a la romaine servant île chaussure; la ressemblance 
frappante des figuresavec les divinités indiennes assises, les jamlies croisées, 
et ces ligures un peu roides, mais dessinées dans îles proportions exactes, 
doivent inspirer un vif intérêt à quiconque s’occupe ue l’histoire primitif 
du genre humain.’ Humboldt, in Xoucel/es Annales des l oi/., torn, xxxv , 
p. 328. See also Juarros, Hist. Hunt., p. IV; Bu paix, p. 32, ami else­
where; Larenaudièrr, Mex. Guat., pp. 326-V; Seberzer, Qutrigué, p. 11.

76 Posters Pre-Hist. Rares, pp. 338-9, 302.
71 K le mm, Cultur-Geschichtt, tout, v., pp. 1C!-3.
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finish ; I except, however, the symbolic tablets, the 
sculpture of which seemed to me very correct." “ I 
admire the bas-reliefs of Palenque on the façades of 
her old palaces; they interest me, move me, and till 
mv imagination ; but let them he taken to the Louvre, 
and I see nothing but rude sketches which leave me 
cold and indifferent."73 “The most remarkable re­
mains of an advanced ancient civilization hitherto 
discovered on our continent.” “Their general char­
acteristics are simplicity, gravity, and solidity.”73 

“While superior in the execution of the details, the 
Palenque artist was far inferior to the Egyptian in 
tin- number and variety of the objects displayed by 
him.’71

"* .1 forelet, Voyage, tom. i., pp. ‘273, 264.
7:t Mayer's Mex. Aztec, etc., vol. ii., ]>. 17*2; Brasseur de Bourbourg, Hist. 

Xat. ('irtom. i., p. 8f>.
74 Prescott's Mex., vol. iii., pp. 408-9.



CHAPTER VII.

ANTIQUITIES OF OAJACA AND GUERRERO.

Nahua Antiquities — Home of the Zapotecs and Miztecs —Re­
mains in Tehuantepec —Fortified Hili. of Guienooea — Re­
tapa, Magdalena, and Laollaga — Bridge at Ciiihuitlan— 
Cross of Guatulco—Tutepec—City of Oajaca and Vicinity 
— Tlacolula — Etla — PeSoles—Qvilapan—Ruins of Monte 
Alban —Relics at Zachila — Cuilapa — Palaces of Mitla — 
Mosaic Work —Stone Columns —Subterranean Galleries — 
Pyramids—Fortifications — Comparison with Central Amer­
ican Ruins—Northern Monuments— Quiotepec Ceuro de las 
Juntas—Tuxtepec — Huaiiuapan — Yanguitlan — Antiquities 
of Guerrero.

I now enter what has been classified in a preceding 
volume of this work as the home of the Nahua na­
tions,—nations, most of which were at the time of 
the Spanish conquest, and during the preceding cen­
tury, subjected to the allied powers of Anahuac, and 
were more or less closely related to the nations of the 
central valley, in blood, language, or institutions. It 
has been seen, in what has been said on the subject,1 

that the dividing line between the Nalmas and 
Mayas, drawn across the isthmus of Tehuantepec, is 
not a very sharply defined one. Many analogies, 
linguistic, institutionary, and mythologie, were found 
between nations dwelling on different sides of the

1 See vol. ii., chap, ii., of this work. 
(366)
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line; so in monumental relics, and in traditional 
history, we shall find many points of similarity ; but 
on the whole, the resemblances will be so far out­
weighed by the differences, as “to indicate either a 
separate culture from the beginning, or what is more 
probable, and for us practically the same thing, a 
progress in different paths for a long time prior to 
the coming of the Europeans," to repeat the words of 
a preceding chapter.

The relics to be described in the present chapter 
are those of the isthmus proper, and of that portion 
of the Mexican Republic above the isthmus which 
lies in general terpis south of the eighteenth parallel 
of latitude, including the states of Oajaca and Guer­
rero, and stretching on the Pacific from Tonalii to the 
mouth of the Rio Zacatula, a distance of between 
five and six hundred miles. The province of Tehuan­
tepec, belonging politically to the state of Oajaca, 
includes the central continental mountain chain, with 
the plains on the Pacific at its southern base, a region 
somewhat less fertile and attractive than those iii\ 
which many of the ruins already described are situ­
ated. The two chief mountain ranges of the Mexi­
can Republic, one skirting the Atlantic, the otlie/ 
the Pacific shore, draw near each other as the conti'y 
nent narrows, and meet in Tehuantepec. The south-1 
ern portions of these two converging ranges, thq 
broad mountain-girt valleys in the angle formed 1 ly ' 
their junction, and a narrow strip of tierra caliente 
on the southern coast, constitute the state of Oajaca, 
the home of the Miztecs, Zapotecs, and other tribes 
somewhat less civilized, powerful, and celebrated. 
The interior valleys are for the most part in the 
tierra templada, and include some of the best agri­
cultural land in the country, with all the larger towns 
grouped round the capital as a centre. Guerrero is 
made up of the very narrow lowlands of the coast, 
the southern mountain range extending through its 
whole length from north-west to south-east, and the
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valley of the Zacatula further north. It is a region 
hut little known to travelers, except along the great 
national highway, or trail, which leads from Acapulco, 
the most important port of the state, to the city of 
Mexico.

Five or six leagues from the city of Tehuantepec, 
the capita 1 of the province of the same name, and in 
the south-western corner of the province, have heen 
found the remains of an aboriginal fortification or for­
tified town, which, according to the traditional annals 
of the country, was lniilt by the Zapotecs, not very 
long before the Conquest, to resist the advance of the 
Aztec forces. The principal remains are on a lofty 
hill, the cerro of ( iuiengola, hut the fortified territory 
is said to extend over an area measuring one and a 
half by over four leagues, the outer walls being visi­
ble throughout the entire circumference at every nat­
urally accessible point. Besides the protecting walls 
there are remains of dwellings, all of stone without 
mortar, except a cornice on the larger walls. Three 
fortresses covered with a coating of hard plaster are 
mentioned. Ditches accompany the walls and add to 
the strength of the works. From a subterranean 
sepulchre were taken about two hundred pieces of 
pottery, including vases and imitations of various 
animals, flier tombs had a coating of compact cement, 
and the skeletons found in them were lying face down. 
The preceding information I take from a very vague 
account written by Sr Arias and published in the 
Museo Mexican». Arias visited the locality in hUi.'i; 
he claims to have sent some very interesting relics, 
found at (Iuiengola and other localities in the vicinity 
of Tehuantepec, to the museum at Oajaca; but the 
man to whom they were entrusted probably disposed 
of them in a manner more profitable to himself, it' 
less advantageous to the museum. Several natural 
caves are spoken of by Arias, and one of them, sev­
enty feet deep, showed traces, according to the Ger­
man traveler Muller, of having heen formerly inhab-
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ited. The latter also found vestiges of dwellings 
scattered throughout the vicinity, and speaks of a 
well-preserved tumulus standing not long before his 
visit in a valley close by. It was thirty-three feet 
high, with a base of ninety by one hundred and five 
feet, and a summit platform sixty by seventy-five feet, 
reached by a stairway of twenty-five wide steps. At 
the side of this tumulus was a quadrilateral elevation 
covering an area of about two acres, and enclosed by 
a wall eight feet high and twelve feet thick. Whether 
these structures are identical with the ‘castles’ of 
Alias is uncertain. A correspondent of Hutchings’ 
Magazine in 1858 describes a wall of rough stones 
four feet thick and thirty feet high, said to extend 
nine miles. This writer speaks also of buildings with 
pillars in their centre, and of quarries from which the 
stone was originally taken. Some plans accompanied 
Arias’ report but were not published. 1Tnsatisfactory 
as it certainly is, the preceding is all the information 
extant respecting these remains,1 or at least referred 
definitely to Guiengola by name ; but some remains 
were described by Dupaix and sketched by Castaneda, 
at a point three leagues west of Tehuantepec, which 
undoubtedly belonged to this group, and were prob­
ably the same ruins which the other writers so vaguely 
mention. On the top of a high hill, surrounded by 
other grand ruins, are two pyramids of hewn stone 
and mortar. The first is fifty-five by one hundred 
and twenty feet at the base, and thirty by sixty-six 
feet at the summit. The main stairway, thirty feet 
wide, of forty steps, leads up the centre of the west­
ern slope; there are also narrower stairways on the 
north and south. The pyramid is built in four ter­
races, the walls of the lower one being perpendicular,

2 Arias, Antig\wdades Zapotecas, in Mmeo Mer., tom. i., pp. 24f>-8, 
Muller, Rehen, tom ii., pp. ,356-7; Hutchings' Cal. Mag., vol. ii., pp. 365; 
539-41 ; Brasseur de Bourbourg, Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. iii., p. 359, with 
reference to Carriedo, Estudios hist, y estad.^del Estado Oaxaqueno, tom. 
ii., append, i. ; Haray, Reconocimiento, p, 110; Id., Survey, pp. 112-13; 
Id., Acct.. pp. 79-81.

Vol. IV. 24

7
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and of all the rest sloping. The wl ' surface was 
covered with a brilliant cement of lin sand, and red 
ochre. No remains whatever were fojind on the sum­
mit. A remarkable feature is noticed on the surface 
of the second story, from which project throughout 
the whole circumference, except where interrupted by 
the stairways, four ranges of flat stones, forming hun­
dreds of small shelves. The oidy suggestions made 
respecting the possible use to which these shelves 
were devoted are that they supported torches or hu­
man skulls.

The second pyramid is shown in the accompanying
cut. The dimensions of the base and summit plat 

SBB
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Pyramid near Tehuantepec.

form are about the same as those of the former pyra­
mid, but the height is over fifty feet. The chief stair­
way, shown in the cut, is on the east, and narrower 
stairways also afford access to the summit on the
north and south. The curved slope of the lower story 
constitutes a feature not found in American pyramids
farther south, and rarely if at all in the north. The 
upper story has three projections, or cornices, on its 
perpendicular sides; and between them is set a row 
of blocks, said to be white marble, bearing sculptured
designs in bas-relief. Three of these blocks with
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their sculptured figures, found by Castaneda at the 
tout of the pyramid, are shown in the cut. Of the

Marble Tablets from Tehuantepec.

building which apppears on the summit nothing is 
known further than may be gathered from the cut. 
The sides of the pyramid were covered with cement, 
which was doubtless in a much more dilapidated con­
dition than is indicated in (he drawing.

Near the pyramids, and perhaps used in connection 
with them as an altar, is a structure comprised of 
eight circular masses of stone and mortar, like mill­
stones in shape, placed one above another, and di­
minishing in size towards the top. The base is ten 
feet and a half in diameter, and the summit about 
four feet and a half, the height being about twelve 
feet. Kingsborough’s translation, without any ap­
parent authority, represents this monument as stand­
ing on a base sixty-six feet long and twelve feet high.

About a hundred paces in front of the second 
pyramid, stands a structure precisely similar to the 
lower story of that just described, twelve feet in 
diameter and three feet high. Both of these altar­
like pyramids were built of regular blocks of stone, 
and covered with a hard white plaster. Dupaix sug­
gests that the latter was a gladiatorial stone, or possi­
bly intended for theatrical representations.3

In the city of Tehuantepec, or in its immediate
3 Dupaix, 3<i exped , pp. 6-7, pi. iii.-v., fit;. 6-9; Kiugsborough, vol. 

vi., |i 469, vol. iv., pi. iii.-v., fig. 6-9; Larenauaiêre, Mcx. Gnat., pi. viii., 
from Dupuix, showing second pyramid; Mayer's Observations, pi>. ‘25-6, 
with cut of the first altar representing its successive platforms as forming 
a spiral ascent.
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vicinity, Dupaix found a flint lance-head of peculiar 
shape, having three cutting edges, like a bayonet. 
Its dimensions were one and a half by six inches, and 
the end was evidently intended to be fixed in a socket 
on the shaft. Cuts of four terra-cotta idols, sent to 
the Mexican Museum probably by Arias, already 
mentioned, are given in a Mexican magazine, and 
also in a Spanish edition of Prescott’s work. Two of 
them wear horrible masks, the main feature of which 
is the projection from the mouth of six large tusks, 
like those of some fierce animal or monster. The 
same Arias speaks of a statue representing a naked 
woman, but broken in pieces; also a stone tablet cov­
ered with hieroglyphics. A small earthen bowl or 
censor, with a long handle, was presented to the 
American Ethnological Society, as coming from some 
point on the Tehuantepec interoceanic route.4

In the region of Petapa, a town forty or fifty miles 
north of Tehuantepec, a stalactite cave is mentioned 
by Brasseur, on the walls of which figures painted 
in black are seen, including the imprint of human 
hands like those on the Yucatan ruins except in 
color. A labyrinth of caves, with some artificial 
improvements, is also reported, where the remains of 
princes and nobles were formerly deposited, and 
where an arriero claims to have seen over one hun­
dred burial urns, painted and ranged in order round 
the sides of the cave.7 Only four leagues from Te­
huantepec, near Magdalena, Burgoa speaks of a 
statue of Wixepecoclia, the white-haired reformer 
and prophet of the Zapotecs, which Brasseur, with­
out naming his authority, states to have been still 
visible a few years before he wrote.6 Lafond briefly 
mentions threy pyramids on the isthmus without defi-

4 Dupaix, 3d exped., p. 6, pi. ii., fig. 5; cut of Rame lance-head in 
Gondra, in Prescott, Hist. Conq. Mrx. tom. iii., p. 85, pi. xiv. ; Masco 
Mexicano, tom. i., pp. 248-9, tom. iii., pp. 135-7; Hist. Mag., vol. iii., 
p. 240.

5 Brasseur de Bourbourg, Voy. Tehuan., pp. 122-5.
6 Burgoa, Geog. Descrip., tom. ii., cap. lxxii.; Brasseur de Bourbourg, 

Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. iii., pp. 9-10.
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nitely locating them ;—that of Tehuantepec, seventy- 
two feet high, that of San Cristbval near the former, 
and that of Altamia in a broad plain.7 At Laollaga, 
seven leagues from Tehuantepec in a direction not 
stated, Arias—very vaguely, as is the custom of 
Mexican and Central American explorers of local 
antiquities—describes a group of mounds, some of 
which are seventy or eighty varas square, built of 
stones—or stone adobes, as the author calls them 
—three feet long and half as thick. In connec­
tion with these mounds, Hint and copper hatchets 
have been found, together with many anchor-shaped 
objects of what is spoken of as brass. A cave con­
taining some relics was reported to exist in the same 
vicinity ; and at another point, some fourteen leagues 
from the city, is a mound seventy-five feet high, on 
the side of which was discovered a black rock, cov­
ered with hieroglyphic characters.8 9 At Chilmitlan, a 
day’s journey from the city, a bridge of aboriginal 
construction, stretches across a stream. The bridge 
is twelve feet long, six feet wide, and nine feet high 
above the water, having low parapets guarding the 
sides. The conduit is nine feet wide, and is formed 
by two immense stones, which’ meet in the centre. 
According to Castaneda’s drawing these two stones 
have curved surfaces, so that the whole approaches in 
(brin a regular arch. The whole structure is of the 
class known as cyclopean, built of large irregular 
stones, without mortar.®

Respecting Tehuantepec antiquities, I have in ad­
dition to what has been said only brief mention by 
Garay of the following reported relics: On a cliff 
of the Cerro del Venado, is the sculptured figure of

7 Lafond, Voyage, tom. i., p. 139.
8 Masco \fex., tom. i., p. 248.
9 Dupuix, 3d exped., p. 8, pi. vi., fig. 10; Kingsborough, vol. v., p. 

289, vol. vi., j). 409, vol. iv., pi. vi., fig. 10; Lenoir, pp. 16, 71. Kings* 
borough calls the name of the locality of these remains Chilmitlan. His 
plate shows regular quadrilateral o nettings in the para [tels, while in Cas­
taneda's plate they apjtear of irregular form, as if made by the removal of 
stones.
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a deer, whence comes the name of the hill. Nine 
miles east of the same hill the Indians pointed out 
the location of a valley where they said were the 
remains of a large town of stone buildings. The 
Cerro de Coscomate, near Zanatepec, is said to have 
a sculptured image of the sun, with an inscription in 
unknown characters. And finally, relics have been 
found on the islands of Monapostiac, Tilema, and 
Arrianjianbaj ; those on the first being in the form 
of earthen idols, while in the latter were the founda­
tions of an aboriginal town.10

At the port of Guatulco, south-west from Tehuan­
tepec on the Oajacan coast, there may yet be seen, if 
Brasseur s statement is to be credited, traces of the 
roads and buildings of the ancient city that stood in 
this locality, and transmitted its name to the modern 
town. Guatulco was likewise one of the many lo­
calities described by the early Catholic writers as 
containing a wonderful cross, left here probably by 
Saint Thomas during his sojourn in America. We 
are not very clearly informed as to the ipatcrial of 
this relic, but we know, from the same authorities, 
that all the powers of darkness could not destroy it, 
not even the heretical Englishman, Sir Francis Drake, 
who subjected it for three days to the fiercest Haines 
without affecting its condition. Brasseur also tells 
us that the remains of Tututepec, a great aboriginal 
south-coast capital, are still to be seen three or four 
leagues from the sea, between the Rio Verde and 
Lake Chicahua.11

Passing now to the interior valleys about the 
capital city of Oajaca, where the chief remains of 
aboriginal works are found, I shall mention first 
a few miscellaneous relics of minor importance, or

10 Garai/, R> ronocimiento, pp. 110-12; Id., Survey, pp. 11,3-15; Id., 
Acct., up. 79-81.

11 Ifuryoa, Geog. Descrip., tom. iL, p. 298; Florcncia, Hist. Comp. Jesus, 
pp. 233-6, Brasseur de Bourbourg, Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. iii., pp. 39, 286, 
tom. i., p. 146
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rtt least only slightly known to explorers,11 be­
ginning with the city of Oajaca, where Dupaix 
found two ancient ornaments of great beauty. The 
first was a pentagon of polished transparent agate, 
about two inches in diameter and an inch and a half 
thick. The surface bore no marks of the instruments 
by which it was polished, and a hole was bored 
through the stone presumably for the insertion of a 
string. The second was a hexagonal piece of black 
touch stone, of about the same dimensions, sprinkled 
with grains of gold or copper, and like the former 
brilliantly polished. The hole in this stone was bored 
in the form of a curve, by an unknown process which 
must have been accompanied by no little difficulty.13

At Tlacolula, some twenty miles south-east of 
Oajaca, Mr Muller reports the opening of a mound 
twelve feet high and eight feet in diameter at the 
base. It was simply a heap of earth, and the only 
artificially wrought objects found in the excavations 
were an earthen tube two inches in diameter and 
nearly two feet long, closed at each end with a stone 
plug, found in a horizontal position somewhat above 
the natural surface of the ground, and a bowl-shaped 
ring of the same material lying in a vertical position 
over the tube near the centre of the mound, but sep­
arated from the first relic by a layer of earth.14 Re­
mains of the ruined fortress of Quiyechapa are said 
to lyive been seen by travelers at a point some twenty* 
five leagues east of Oajaca.15 At Etla, two leagues 
northward from the capital, two subterranean tombs 
were opened, and found to contain what are supposed

12 Besides remains attributed to particular localities, sec Museo Mex., 
tom. iii., ]). 135, cuts and descriptions of four earthen idols found in this 
state; Buryoa, Geoff. Descrip., tom. i., fol. 100, 166, 170, 197, tom. ii., fol. 
‘275, ‘208, 319 *21, 330, 344-5, 303, mention and slight description of burial 
places, caves, temples, etc., of the natives, some of them seen by the 
author; Muhlenpfordt, Mej., tom. ii., pi>. 180, 195,200, 200,212,215, slight 
mention of scattered relics; Mayer s Sfex. Aztec, etc., vol. ii , p. 218, cuts 
of three heads in Peiiasco collection, said to have come from Oajaca.

13 Dupaix, 2d exped., pp. 28-9.
14 Muller, Reisen, tom. ii., p. 282, with cut of the ring.
13 Brasseur dc Bourbounj, hist. Nat. Civ., tom. iii., p. 47.
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to have been earthen torch-bearers, or images in dis­
torted human form, with a socket in the head which 
indicates their former use. Similar images found at 
Zachila will he noticed later in this chapter. A 
wooden fac-simile of the tomb is mentioned by Sr 
Gondra as preserved in the Mexican Museum.16 At 
Petioles, seven leagues from Oajaca, a skull covered 
and preserved by a coating of limestone was found.17 

On the western boundary of this state, perhaps across 
the line in Guerrero, at Quilapan, formerly a great 
city of the Miztecs, an axe cast from red copper was 
found, one fourth of an inch thick, four inches long, 
and three and a half inches wide. From a mound 
opened in the same vicinity some fragments of statues 
and of pottery were taken.18 Fossey tells us that 
conical mounds in great numbers are scattered over 
the whole country between Oajaca, Zachila, and Cui- 
lapa. The mounds are from fifteen to fifty feet high, 
and are formed in some cases of simple earth, in 
others of clay and stones. Human remains are found 
often in the centre together with stone and earthen 
figures. Those figures which are molded in human 
form agree in features with the Zapotec features of 
modern times. Copper mirrors and hatchets have 
also been found, according to this author, as well as 
golden ornaments and necklaces of gilded beads.19 

M. Charnay saw in the second valley of Oajaca as he 
came from Mexico the ruins of a temple, the build­
ing of which was begun by the Spaniards in the time 
of Cortès, on the site of an aboriginal temple. The 
ruined walls of the latter were of adobes, and served 
for scaffolding in the erection of the former, and both 
ruins now stand together. The whole valley was cov ­
ered with tumuli, probably tombs, as the author thinks;

16 Gon<ha, in Prescott, Hist. Conq. Mcx., tom. iii., p. 91.
17 Museo Mex., tom. i., p. 249.
18 Dupaix, 3d ex jted., p. 6, pi. ii., 2d exited., p. 51.
18 Fosse;/, Mexique, pp. 375-6. No authority is given, and M. Fossey 

was not himself an antiquarian explorer.
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but the natives would neither help to make excava­
tions nor permit strangers to make them.”

In addition to the relics described in the few and 
unsatisfactory notes of the preceding pages, three im­
portant groups of antiquities in central Oajaca remain 
to be noticed: Monte Alban, Zachila, and Mitla; our 
information respecting the two former being also far 
from satisfactory.

Monte Alban is located immediately west of the 
city of Oajaca, or Antequera, at a distance of from 
half a mile to five miles according to different author­
ities. These differences in the statements of the dis­
tance perhaps result from the fact that some visitors 
estimate it in an air line, while others include the 
windings of the road which must be traveled over a 
mountainous country in order to reach the ruins, 
which seem to be located on a high hill or on a range 
of hills overlooking the town. Dupaix and Castaneda 
visited this place during their second expedition. 
Juan B. Carriedo made in 1833 a manuscript atlas of 
plans and drawings of the remains, which has never 
been published, but which is said to be preserved in 
the Mexican Museum. José Marfa ( la ref a explored 
Monte Alban in 1855, and his report with some 
drawings was published in the bulletin of" the Mexi­
can Geographical Society. Muller, the German trav­
eler, visited the place in 1857 with one Ortega, and 
published a plan in his work. Finally we have Char- 
nay’s description from an exploration in 1858 or 185!), 
unaccompanied, however, by photographic views.21

?0 Charnay, Ruines Amér., pp. 249-51.
,l Dupaix, 2d cx|hmL, pp. 17-23, pi. xxi-viii., fig. 64-77; Kinrjshornuqh, 

vol. v., pp. 247-51, vol. vi., pp. 444-6, vol. iv., pi. xix-xxv., fig. (>4-77; Le- 
noir, pp. 16, 22, 49-51. (’arriedo’s A tins de unci Fortaleza Za/wteea, efr.,
mentioned l>v Uomlra, in Prescott, Hist. Cong. Mes., tom. iii., p. 94, and 
in .1(itsco Jlfcx., tom. i., p. 246. The editor* of the latter magazine an­
nounced their intention to publish the drawings as soon as the plates could 
be engraved, hut I have not seen the volume in which their puri>ose was 
carried out, if indeed it was ever carried out. (iarcia’s re|H>rt in Soe. Mrs. 
Geoq., Bole tin, tom. vii., pp. 270-1, with plates; Muller, Reisen, tom. ii., 
pp. 270-1, with plates; Char nay. Ruines Aîné r.% pp. 250-3; Yiollet-le-I)ur, 
in I<1., pp. 25-6, with cut. Other references to slight notices of Monte 
Alban, containing no original information are;—Larcnaui/arr, Mex. Guat.,
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Notwithstanding this array of authorities, which 
ought to give a clear idea of a single group of re­
mains, the reader will find the following description 
very imperfect, since each of the visitors, as a rule, 
describes a different part of the ruins, and they do not 
often agree in their remarks on any one structure. 
The plan in the annexed cut is copied from that in 
Millier s work, and shows all the remains marked on

~ 'C' r
-. '-i n -

Plan of Ruins—Monte Alban.

the original, except four small structures on a north­
ern continuation of the hill, or spur, a, shown in the
pi. i., from Dupaix; Brasseur de Bourbonrg, Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. iii., p 
340; Fossey, Mexique, pp. 370-1. This writer locates the ruins \ of a 
league from the city. Êscalcra ami Liana, Mcj., p. 332; Baldwin's Anc. 
Amer., p. VI.
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north-eastern part of the plan. As the plan indicates, 
the ruins are situated on a plateau of some three 
hundred by nine hundred yards along the summit of 
a range of high hills with precipitous ascent, rising 
from the banks of a stream which Müller calls the 
Rio Xoxo. The works mentioned as not included in 
the plan, are described by Müller as the remains of 
four walls which form a parallelogram. All he tells 
us of the works at d and f is that the terraces are 
covered with walls and embankments parallel or at 
right angles to each other. The structure at c is 
described as a pyramidal elevation fifty feet high and 
two hundred and fifty varas square at the base, from 
the summit platform of which rise a smaller terrace, 
or mound, at the north-west corner, and various other 
embankments and ruined walls not particularly de­
scribed, but indicated on the plan. The structures in the

plateau, at h,central portion of the main
of as parallel embankments about thirty feet high.

To the ruins thus far mentioned no one but Müller 
refers definitely, although others speak somewhat 
vaguely of the ruined embankments and walls that 
cover the whole surface of the plateau. Only the 
southern remains at e seem to have attracted the 
attention of all. These Midler briefly represents as 
an embankment fifty feet high, enclosing a quadri­
lateral space, on which embankment were two pyra­
mids or mounds. Une of the latter was proved by 
excavating to have no interior apartments or gal­
leries/ the other was penetrated at the base by 
galleries at right angles with each other, and leading 
to a central dome-shaped room, the top of which had 
fallen. Garcia represents the square court as en­
closed, not by a continuous embankment, but by four 
long mounds, having a slight space between them at 
the ends. The southern mound is the largest of the 
four, being about forty-five feet high, and, according 
to Garcia’s plan, about twelve hundred feet long and 
three hundred feet wide. It seems, from the draw-

1
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ings, to he nothing but a simple heap of earth and 
rough stones, although the slopes of the sides and ends 
were doubtless regular originally, perhaps even faced 
with masonry, and there are traces of a stairway 
leading up to the summit platform from the court. On 
the summit of the mounds, and also in the court, are 
many conical mounds, four of which were particularly 
noticed. These mounds were the only remains on the 
plateau of Monte Alban which attracted the attention 
of Dupaix and Castaneda, and are represented by them 
as heaps of rough stones, in some cases with mortar, 
covered on the exterior with cement, and traversed at 
the base by galleries, the sides of which are faced with 
hewn blocks. Garda says the mounds are about 
twenty-four feet high; but Dupaix calls one forty 
feet, another sixty, and a third still higher.

One of the mounds stands at the head of the stair­
way from the court, and the gallery through it at the 
base is described by Garda as having a bend in the 
centre, being six feet high, wide enough for two per­
sons, and according to the plate, surmounted by large 
inclined blocks of stone resting against each other and 
forming an angle at the summit. Dupaix describes 
one of the mounds as traversed from north to south 
by a gallery nine feet high and six feet wide, which 
makes a turn, or elbow, near the centre, thus forming 
a room about twelve feet square and of the same 
height. The two mounds may very likely be identi­
cal, for although Castaneda’s plate represents a regu­
lar curved arch, Kingsborough’s copy has the pointed 
arch of large stones. Another of these artificial stone 
hills, according to Dupaix, has in the centre a room 
eighteen feet square, and thirty feet high, with a semi­
circular or dome-like top, the surface being formed of 
hewn stone. From the centre of each side a gallery 
thirty feet long, seven and a half feet high, and four 
feet and a half wide, with a regular arch, leads to the 
open air. The whole is said to be built on a large 
rectangular base of masonry, the dimensions of which
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are not given. Garcia mentions a similar mound, but 
sjieaks of the central room as being circular.

Another of these structures, resembling at the time 
of Dupaix’s visit a natural hill covered with trees, is 
sixty feet high, and has a gallery seven and a half feet 
high and six teet wide, with arched top, extending 
seventy-eight feet, or nearly the whole diameter from 
south to north. The left hand, or western, wall of the 
gallery is composed of granite blocks, generally about 
twenty-eight by thirty-six inches and eighteen inches 
thick, on the surface of which are sculptured naked 
human figures in profile facing northward toward the 
interior of the mound. Four of these figures were 
sketched by Castaneda, and one of them, from whose 
head hangs something very like a Chinese queue, is 
shown in the cut. Garcia locates this mound or an-

Sculpturcd Profile from Monte Alban.

other very similar one in the court, and he also 
sketched some of the figures, but very slight if any 
resemblance can be discovered between his drawings 
and those of Castaneda. Millier speaks of one of the 
tablets the sculptured .design of which represents a 
woman giving birth to ^ ball. Garcia states that .hu­
man bones and fragments of pottery have been dug 
from these ruins, Dupaix found some bones, and M. 
Lenoir suggests that the figures in bas-relief were por­
traits of persons buried in the tombs. Dupaix men-
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tions a fourth mound similar to the others, having an 
angular ceiling, and a pavement of lime and sand.

Charnay describes the plateau as being partially 
artificial, and as covering about one half a square 
league, covered with masses of stone and mortar, 
forts, esplanades, narrow subterranean passages, and 
immense sculptured blocks. The arches of the gal­
leries, contrary to Dupaix’s statements, are formed 
by large inclined blocks. The grandest ruins are at 
the south end of the plateau ; they are mostly square 
truncated pyramids, about twenty-five feet high, and 
having steep sides. Enormous masses of masonry 
represent what once were palaces, temples, and forts.23

Three smooth cubical stones, seven and a half feet 
high, four and a half feet wide, and eighteen inches 
thick, of granite, according to Garcia, but of red 
porphyry, in the opinion of Midler, were fourni 
during the ascent of the hill, perhaps at l>, or g, of 
the plan. Two of the stones were standing close 
together, while the third had fallen; all are supposed 
to have formed an altar or pedestal.33 At the south­
ern brink of the plateau Muller found a crumbling 
stone covered with hieroglyphics. On the slope of 
the hill, stones covered with sculptured hieroglyphics 
were noticed by Dupaix, also at the western base 
long cubes, some plain and others sculptured. One 
of the latter six feet long, four feet and a half wide, 
and eighteen inches thick, was sketched by Cas-

Aboriginal Coin from Monte Alban.

22 See authorities in preceding note.
23 Plate allowing the atones in Soc. Mcx. Gcog.y Holetin, tom. vii., p. 270
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tafieda, together with a circular stone three varas and 
a half in circumference. His plates also include a 
semi-spherical mirror of copper-covered lava, three 
and a half inches in diameter, with beautifully pol­
ished surface and a hole drilled through the back; a 
copper chisel, seven inches long and one inch in diam­
eter; and finally, the cast copper implement shown in 
the preceding cut, one of two hundred and seventy-six 
of the same form, but of slightly varying dimensions, 
which were found in an earthen jar dug up in this 
vicinity. The dimensions of the one shown in the 
cut are about eight by ten inches. Pieces of copper 
of this form were used by the Nalma peoples for 
money, and such was doubtless the purpose of these 
( fajacan relics. A precisely similar article from one 
of the Mexican ruins lies before me as 1 write. 
Charnay states that the plateau is covered with frag­
ments of very fine pottery, on which a brilliant red 
glazing is observable. He states further, that an 
Italian explorer, opening some of the mounds, found 
necklaces of agate, fragments of worked obsidian, and 
even golden ornaments of hue workmanship.

Respecting these ruins Charnay says: “Monte Al­
ban, in our opinion, is one of the most precious remains, 
and very surely the most ancient, of the American 
civilizations. Nowhere else have we found these 
strange profiles so strikingly original.’’ He pro­
nounces the arch similar to that employed in Yucatan, 
lnit this opinion does not agree with his description 
on another page, where he represents the ceilings of 
the galleries as formed of large inclined blocks of 
stone. Viollet-le-l)uc gives a cut indicating the lat­
ter form of arch; and 1 think there can be no doubt 
that Dupaix and Castaneda are wrong in representing 
semicircular arches. M. Viollet-le- Due deems the 
sculpture different in type from that at Palenque but 
very similar to the Egyptian. He regards the works 
as fortifications and speaks of the galleries as pene­
trating the ramparts. Miiller and Garcia also deem
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the remains those of fortifications, while Ortega seeks 
to form them into a stately capital full of royal pal­
aces, temples, and fine edifices. Garcia tells us that 
these works were erected hy a Zapotec king, with a 
view to resist the advance of the Miztecs; while Bras­
seur believes that here was the fortress of Huaxyacac 
built hy the Aztecs about the year 1486, and garri­
soned to keep the country in subjection.'24

It seems to me that tbe preceding description, im­
perfect as it is, is yet more than sufficient to prove 
that the structures on Monte Alban were never 
erected by any people as temporary works of defense. 
The choice of location shows, however, that facility 
of defense was one of the objects sought hy the build­
ers, and renders it very improbable that a city proper 
ever stood here, where, at least in modern times, there 
are no springs of water. On the other hand, the con­
ical mounds as represented by Castaneda’s drawings 
seem in no way fitted for defensive works, and were 
almost certainly erected as tombs of Zapotec nobles 
or priests. The plateau was probably in aboriginal 
times a strongly fortified holy place, sacred to the 
rites of the native worship, but serving perhaps as a 
place of refuge to the dwellers in the surrounding 
country when threatened by an advancing foe. It is 
moreover very likely that in the period of civil strifes 
and foreign invasions which preceded the Spanish 
Conquest, these works were strengthened and occu­
pied hy the Zapotecs, and possibly by the Aztecs also 
in their turn, as a fortress.

Zachila, ten or twelve miles, according to the maps, 
southward from Oajaca, was the site of a great Zapo­
tec capital. A writer in a Mexican magazine men­
tions the base of an ancient pyramid as still visible 
near the church of the modern town. With the ex­
ception of this brief mention all our information 
respecting the antiquities of Zachila comes from the

84 Brasseur dc Bourbourg, Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. iii., pp. 339-40.
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work of Dupaix ; and this writer, so far as permanent 
monuments are concerned, only speaks generally of 
an immense group of mounds in conical form, built of 
earth and a few stones, and of the imprint of a gigantic 
foot probably marking the meridian somewhat south 
of the mounds. From excavations in these tumuli, 
stone and clay statues, or idols, were obtained, together 
with pottery, burnt bricks, pieces of human Ixmes, and 
fragments of ruined walls. Of the objects taken from 
the tumuli or found in the vicinity, over twenty were 
described and sketched by Dupaix and Castafieda.

1. A seated human figure with arms and legs 
crossed as shown in the cut. It is carved from a gray-

Stone Statue from Zachila.

ish yellow grindstone-like material, and is about a foot 
in height. It was found in a tomb together with 
some human bones. The rear view in the original 
shows the hair falling down the back and cut squai/e 
across; while the belt about the waist is passed be­
tween the legs and is tied in a knot behind. 2. A 
seated human figure in granite, eighteen inches high. 
The arms, from elbow to wrist, are free from the body, 
and the hands rest on the knees. A string of beads 
or pearls is suspended from the neck, and a mask with 
fantastic figures in relief covers the face. In the top 
of the head is a hollow, and the image seems to have

Vox.. IV. 26
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been designed, like many others in the same locality, 
for a vase or, perhaps, a torch-hearer. 3. A seated 
human figure, twenty-seven inches high, cut from 
white marble and painted red. The arms and body 
are concealed by a kind of semicircular cape. The 
hands appear below the cape, holding some indescriba­
ble object. A necklace of beads or pearls surrounds 
the neck, the face is apparently masked or at least the 
features are ideally fantastic, and an immense head­
dress, as large as all the rest of the figure, sur­
mounts the whole in semicircular form. A serpent 
appears among the emblems of the head-dress. 25 4.
A stone twenty-seven inches long, twelve inches 
high, and three inches thick, of very hard and heavy 
material. ( )n one side, within a plain border, are 
four human figures in low relief, two on each side 
facing a kind of altar in the middle. All are squat­
ting cross-legged, one has clearly a beard, and another 
has a bird—called by Dupaix an eagle, as is his cus­
tom respecting every bird-like sculpture—forming a 
part of bis head-dress. The stone was badly broken, 
but seems to have been carried by the finder to Mex­
ico.26 5. A bird bearing considerable likeness to an 
eagle, holding a serpent in its beak and claws. This 
figure was sculptured in low relief on a block of hard 
sandstone three feet square, built into a modern wall. 
6. A human face, much like what is in modern times 
drawn to represent the full moon, three feet in diam­
eter, and also built into a wall. The material is a 
brilliant gray marble. 7. Three fragments with 
sculptured surfaces, one of which has among other

u ‘Elle représente un dieu dont les attributs caractérisent le principe 
actif de la nature qui produit les grains et les fruits. C’est le dieu qui 
crée, conserve et est en hostilité permanente avec le Génie destructeur qui 
gouverne aussi le monde. Son casque ou son diadème, ombragé d'un pa­
nache considérable et qui atteste son importance, est orné de la Grande 
couleuvre, nommée aussi par les astronomes modernes le serpent d'Ève, dont 
la présence dans le ciel annonce la saison des récoltes.’ Lenoir, in Antiq. 
Mex., tom. ii., div. i., pp. 57-8. Cut also in Mayers Obs., p. 3‘2, pl. iii , 
from the original which is preserved in Mexico.

26 Plate also in Gondra, in Prescott, Hist. Conq. Mex., tom. iii., pp. 
64-5, pl. xi.
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figures several that seem to represent flowers. 8, 9. 
Two masked images, similar in some respects to No. 
2, but of terra-cotta instead of stone. One of them 
is shown in the cut. They are about a foot and a

Terra-Cotta Image—Zachila.

half high, hollow, and present some indications, in 
the form of a socket at the back of the head, of hav­
ing been intended to hold torches.27 10. A terra­
cotta figure, about nine inches high, apparently rep­
resenting a female clad in a very peculiar dress, its 
shown in the cut.28 11. An earthen cylinder, five

Terra-Cotta Image—Zachila.

R Copies of plates in Mayer'» Ob»., p. 32, pi. iii. ; Id., Met. Aztec, etc., 
vol ii., pp. 218-19.

* Ilupaix says of this image; ‘ Elle participe un peu du style égyptien. 
Elle est couverte de trois vêtements qui croisent l’un sur l’autre symétrique-
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inches in diameter and nine inches high, on the top 
of which is a head, possibly the caricature of a dog, 
from whose open jaws looks out a tolerably well- 
formed human face. 12 17. Six heads of animals or 
monsters in terra cotta. 18-23. Six earthen dishes 
of various forms, one of which, in the form of a 
platter, has within it a representation in clay of a 
human skull.

A tomb is said to have been opened at Zachila in 
which were several tiers of earthen platters, each con­
taining a skull. Some of the vessels have hollow legs 
with small balls, which rattle when they are moved.29 
At Cuilapa, some distance north-east of Zachila, the 
existence of tumuli is mentioned, but a German ex­
plorer, who visited the locality with a view to open 
some of them, is said to have been stoned and driven 
away by the infuriated natives, notwithstanding the 
fact that he was provided with authority from the 
local authorities.30

The finest and most celebrated group of ruins in 
Oajaca, probably the finest in the whole Nahua ter­
ritory, is that at Mitla, about thirty miles slightly 
south of east from the capital, and eight or nine miles
nient, et qui sont bordés <le franges. La tête est ornée de tresses qui font 
deviner le sexe; les oreilles et le cou sont pares de bijoux; enfin toute cette 
figure est étrange.’ 2d exped., p. 40. This image in the opinion of M. 
Lenoir, Antiq. Mex., torn, ii., div. i., pp. 60-1, represents the Mexican god­
dess Toei, and the preceding one the god of war, Huitzilonochtli. These 
images are now in the Slexiciln Museum, and plates of them were pub­
lished by Sr (Jondra, in Prescott, Hist. Conq. Mex., tom. iii., pp. VO-5, pi. 
xvii., who by no means agrees with Lenoir’s conclusions identifying them 
with Aztec deities, although he agrees with Dupaix respecting their prob­
able use as chandeliers.

29 Authorities on antiquities of Zachila. Dupaix, 2d exped., pp. 44-51, 
pi xlvii., tig. 95-116; King six trough, vol. v., pp. 269-78, vol. vi., pp. 458-63, 
vol. iv., i)l. xlvii.-1 i., tig. 96-117. Kingsborough also attributes tig. 118-19 
to Zachila, but according to the official edition the relics represented by 
those numbers came from Tizatlan in Tlascala. Lenoir, in Antiq. Mex., 
tom. ii., div. i., pp. 57-63. The aboriginal name of the place was Zaachil- 
latloo. Dupaix, pp. 44-5. Brasseur, Ifist. Nat. Civ., tom. iii.,p. 47, speaks 
of a fortress visited by several travelers, built by Zaaehila, the great Zu- 
potec conqueror, on the top of a lofty rock 25 leagues east of Oajaca. 
Mention of ruins and two cuts of figures in Ilustracion Mej., tom. iii., pp. 
367-8, 480, Escalera and Liana, Mej. Hist. Descrip., p. 226.

30 Escalera and Liana, Mej. Hist. Descrip., p. 226; Fossey, Mex., p. 376.
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north-east of Tlacolula. Here was a great religious 
centre often mentioned in the traditional annals of the 
Zapotecs. The original name seems to have been 
Liobaa, or Yobaa, ‘the place of tombs,’ called by the 
Aztecs Miquitlan, Mictlan, or Mitla, ‘place of sad­
ness,’ ‘dwelling of the dead,’ often used in the sense 
of ‘hell.’81 The buildings at Mitla were at least par­
tially in ruins when the Spaniards came, but their di­
lapidation probably dated only from the tierce con­
tests waged by the Zapotec kings against the Aztec 
powers in Andhuac, during one or two centuries pre­
ceding the Conquest; and as we shall see later there 
is no reason whatever to doubt that the place was 
occupied by the Zapotec priesthood during the long 
period of that nation’s supremacy in Uajaca and the 
southern Andhuac.33

The gloomy aspect of the locality accords well with 
the dread signification of its name. The ruins stand 
in the most desolate portion of central Oajaca, in a 
high, narrow valley, surrounded by bare and barren 
hills. The soil is a powdery sand, which supports no 
vegetation save a few scattered pitahayas, and is borne 
through the air in clouds of dust by the cold dry 
wind which is almost continually blowing. A stream 
with parched and shadeless banks flows through the 
valley, becoming a torrent in the rainy season, when 
the adjoining country is often flooded. No birds sing 
or flowers bloom over the remains of the Zapotec héros, 
hut venomous spiders and scorpions are abundant. Yet 
a modern village with few inhabitants stands amid the

31 LiuM, * Sepultura; ’ Miquitlan, ‘infierno b lugar do tristcza.’ Du- 
jxii.r, 2d exped., p. 30. Leoba, or Lui va, ‘ sépulture,' Mujuitlun, ‘lieu 
de désolation, lieu de tristesse.’ ’ Humboldt, Vues, loin, ii., pp. *278-9. Yo- 
paa, Lyoba, or Yobaa, ‘terre des tombes;* Mictlan, ‘séjour des Morts.’ 
Brasseur de Bourbourg, Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. i., pp. 304-5, toi», iii., p. 9. 
Liobâà, ‘place of rest.’ Soc. Mex. Geog., Holrtin, tom vii., p. 170.

32 ‘Vno, llaniado Mictlan, que quiere decir intierno é lugar de muertos, 
é do bubo en tiempos pasados, (segun hallaron las muestras) edificios mas 
notables y de ver que en otra parte de la Nueva Esuaiia. Hubo un templo 
del demonio y aposentos de sus ministros, niaraviliu|# cosa a la vista, en 
especial una sala como de artesones, y la obra era labrada de piedra de mu- 
chos lazos y labores.’ Mendieta, Hist. Ecles., pp. 395-0; Burgoa, Dcscrip. 
Geog., tom. ii., fol. 259, etc.
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ruins, and the natives go through forms of worship in 
honor of a foreign deity in a modern church over the 
tombs of their ancestors’ kings and priests, whose 
faith they were long since forced to abandon.33

Most of the early Spanish chroniclers speak of 
Mitla and of the traditions connected with the place, 
but what may be called the modern exploration of the 
structures, as relics of antiquity, dates from the year 
1802, when Don Luis Martin and Col. de la Laguna 
from Mexico visited and sketched the ruins. It was 
from Martin and from his drawings in the hands of 
the Marquis of Branciforte, that Humboldt obtained 
his information. In August 180G, Dupaix and Cas­
taneda reached Mitla in their second exploring tour. 
In 1830, the German traveler Mtihlenpfordt, during 
a residence in the country, made plans and drawings 
of the remains, copies of which were retained by Juan 
B. Carriedo and afterwards published in a Mexican 
periodical. Drawings were also made by one Saw- 
kins in 1837, and published by Mr Brantz Mayer in 
a work on Zapotec antiquities. M. de Fossey was at 
Mitla in 1838, but his description is made up chiefly 
from other sources. Sr Carriedo, already mentioned, 
wrote for the Hast radon Mejicana, a statement of the 
condition of the ruins in 1852, with measures which 
had been, or ought to be, taken by the government 
for their preservation. Mr Arthur von Tempsky 
spent part of a day at the ruins in February, 1854, 
publishing a description with several plates in the 
account of his Mexican travels which he named 
Mitla. José Marfa Garcia saw the ruins in October, 
1855, as is stated in the bulletin of the Mexican

33 ‘Du haut de la forteresse de Mitla, la vue plonge dans la vallée et se 
repose avec tristesse sur des roches pelées et des solitudes arides, image «le 
destruction propre à relever l’effet des palais de Liohaa. Un torrent d’eau 
salée (?), qui se gonfle avec la tempête, coule au milieu des sables poudnux 
qu’il entraîne avec lui. Les rives sont sèches et sans ombrages; à js-ine 
voit-on de distance en distance quelques nopals nains, ou quelques poivriers 
«lu Pérou, aussi maigres que le terrain où ils ont pris racine. Seulement, 
du côté du village, la verdure sombre des magueys et des cactus donne an 
tableau l'aspect d’un jardin d’hiver planté de buis et de sapins.’ Fosxnj, 
Mexique, p. 371.
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Geographical Society, but no description resulted from 
his exploration. Finally Charnay came in 1859, and 
succeeded after many difficulties in obtaining a series 
of most valuable and interesting photographs.34

The number of ruined edifices at Mitla is variously 
stated by different authors, according to their methods 
of counting; for instance, one explorer reckons four 
buildings enclosing a court as one palace, another as

34 Humboldt, Vues, tom. ii., pp. 278-85, pi. xvii-viii., fol. cd., pi. xlix-1; 
ht., in Antiq. Mcx., tom. i , div. ii., pp. 28-30, sup!. pi. viii. ; Id., Essai 
Pol., pp. 203-5. Humboldt speaks of Martin as * un architecte mexicain 
très-distingué.’ Du paix, 2d exped., |>p. 30-44, pl. xxix-xlvi., fig. 78-93; 
Kinysborough, vol. v., pp. 255-08, vol. vi., pp. 447-56, vol. iv., pl. 
xxvii-xli., fig. 81-95; Lenoir, in Antiq. Mcx., torn, i., div. ii., pp. 
10, 23-4, 52-7. Mühlenpfordt, Mejico, torn, i., pref., p. 5, claims to have 
l>eeii for some time Director of road-construction in the state of Oaiaca, 
and states his intention of publishing at some future time 18 or 20 large 
copper-plate engravings illustrating the antiquities of Mitla and others. 
These plates, so far as 1 know, have never been given to the public. Car- 
riedo accompanied Mühlenpfordt, or Mihelenpforott as he writes the name, 
and published some of the drawings, perhaps all, in the Ilustracion Mcji- 
cana, tom. ii., pp. 493-8. Some of the German artists’ descriptive text is 
also quoted from l know not what source. Temp sky's Mitla, pp. 250-3, with 
plates which must have l>een made up for the most part from other sources 
than the author’s own observations. Garcia’s visit, Soc. Mcx. Geog., Bo- 
Ictin, tom. vii., pn. 271-2. Sawkin’s exploration, in Mayer s Observations, 
p. 28, et seq., with plates. It will Ihî shown later that Mr Sawkins’ draw­
ings are without value to the archaeological student. Fossey’s account, 
Mexique, pi). 305-70; Charnay, Ruines Amér., pp. 201-9, phot, ii-xviii.; 
Viollct-lc-Duc, in Id., pp. 74-104, with cuts. After Charnav had com­
pleted, as he thought, the work of photographing the ruins, all his nega­
tives were spoiled for want of proper varnish, lie was therefore compelled 
to return alone, since he had exhausted the somewhat limited patience of 
his native assistants, and t# work day and night to take a new set of pic­
tures. Miiller, Reisen, tom. ii., pp. 279-81, seems also to have made a ]>er- 
sonal exploration. Other references for Mitla containing no original infor­
mation are as follows: - Baldufti's Ane. Amer., pp. 117-22, with two cuts 
from Charnay and two from Tempsky, all given in my text. Gallatin, in 
Amer. Ethno. Soc., Transact., vol. i., p. 173; Bradford's Anur. Antiq., 
pp 85-6; Larcnaiulitre, in Nouvelles Annales des Voy., tom. xxxiv., pp. 
121-2; Gondra, in Prescott, Hist. Conq. Mcx., tom. iii., pp. 90-5, pl. xvii.; 
Mayer's Mex. as it IVas, pp. 251-3; Id., Mcx. Aztec, vol. ii., pp. 213-16; 
Klnmn, Cultur-Gcschichte, tom. v., pp. 157-00; Morelet, Voyage, tom. i., 
pp. 270-1; hi., Trawls, p. 92; Muller. Amcrikanische Urreligionen, p. 402; 
Prescott's Mcx., vol. i., p. 14, vol. iiiM pp. 404-6; Malte-Brun, Precis de la 
Giog., tom. vi., p. 403; McxicanischeZustande, tom. i., pp. 403-4; Wajqwus, 
Mcx. Gnat., p. 162; Lemprière, Mexique, p. 144; llasscl, Mex. Gnat., p. 
255; Hermosa, Manual Geog., p. 135; Escatera and Liana, Mcx., pp. 327- 
32, 225, same as in Fossey; Lafond, Voyages, tom. i., p. 139; Bonnycastle's 
Span. Amrr., vol. i., p. 154, vol. ii., p. 233; D'Orbigny, Voyage, p. 350; 
Ponders Mex. Guat., vol. ii., pp. 130-4; Dally, Races Didig., pp. 16-17; 
Macgillivray's Life Humboldt, pp. 314-15; Mills' Hist. Mex., p. 158; 
Mexico in 1S^2, p. 77; Brasseur de Bourbourg, Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. ii., p. 
105; Larenaudière, Mex. Guat., pl. ii-vl, from Dupaix; Delajuld's Antiq. 
Amer., pp. 55, 59-00.
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four. The only general plan ever published is that 
made by Miihlenpfordt, and published by Carriedo, 
from which the annexed cut was prepared.36 Most of
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General Plan of Mitla.

the visitors, however, say something of the bearing of 
some of the buildings from the others, and there are 
only very few instances where such remarks seem to

I have given. The structuresthe plandiffer from
usually spoken of as palaces or temples, are four in

33 Charnay, phot, xvii., gives a general view of the ruins, from which, 
however, no clear idea can be formed of the arrangement of the structures. 
The buildings are named or numbered as follows by the different authors; 
Dupaix numbers them as they are marked on my plan ; Carriedo and M iihlen- 
pfordt unite Nos. 1 and 2 under the name of 1st Palace, making No. 3 No. 
2, and No. 4 No. 3; Charnay’s 1st or grand palace is the northern building 
of No. 1; his 2d is the eastern building of the same; his 3d and 4th are the 
northern and western buildings respectively of No. 2. My No. 3 is called 
by him the House of the Curate, aud No. 4 is only mentioned by him with­
out name or number.

#
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number, marked 1, 2, 3, and 4; 5 and 7 are pyramids, 
mounds, or altars; and 6 shows the position of the 
houses in the modern village.

I begin with the best preserved of all, palace 
No. 1 of the plan.38 The arrangement of its three 
buildings is shown in the accompanying ground 
plan, a reduction from Castaneda’s drawing. Three

Ground Plan of Palace No. 1.

low oblong mounds, probably of rough stones, only 
five or six feet high, enclose on the east, north, and 
west, a court, E, whose dimensions are in general 
terms one hundred and twenty by one hundred and 
thirty feet, and each of the mounds supports a stone 
building. The walls of the northern building are 
still in a tolerable state of preservation ; the eastern 
one has mostly fallen, and of that on the west only

16 At the Conquest the ruins covered an immense area, but they now 
consist of six palaces and three ruined pyramids. Charnay, Ruines Amir., 
p. 261.

;}

»
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slight traces of the foundations remain. Tt is possi­
ble that originally there was a fourth mound, with 
or without its building, on the south.87

The lateral buildings, d, j, are about nineteen by 
ninety-six feet on the ground. Of the northern 
building, the southern portion, A, is about thirty-six 
by a hundred and thirty feet, the northern portion, 0, 
sixty-one feet square, and the whole not far from 
eighteen feet high, the walls being from four to nine 
feet in thickness.38 Other details will be readily 
learned from the plan. Three doorways open on the 
court from each building, and a broad stairway of few 
steps leads up to the doorways, at least on the north.

The southern wing of the northern building, A of 
the plan, may be first described, being the best 
known and one of the best preserved of all; and the 
structure of the walls naturally claims attention first. 
In Yucatan we have found a filling of rough stones 
and cement, faced on both exterior and interior with 
hewn blocks; at Palenque the walls are built en­
tirely of hewn stone; at Mitla the mode of construc­
tion somewhat resembles that in Yucatan, but the 
tilling seems to be clay, instead of cement, with an 
admixture of irregular stones, varying in quantity in 
different parts of the walls.39

37 Pupaix’s ground plan, pi. xxix., fig. 78, represents such a southern 
building and mound, although very slight, if any, traces remained of the 
former at the time of his visit. Martin’s plan, given by Humboldt, shows 
two shorter mounds without buildings; while Carriedo’s plan locates no 
structure whatever south of the court, and I have omitted it in my plan.

38 The dimensions are very nearly those of the plans of Martin ami Cas­
taneda, who differ only very slightly. The dimensions given by the differ­
ent authorities are as follows: A. 12^x47^ varas, Castai\eda\ 13^X40$ 
varas, Martin, in Humboldt; 40 metres long, i'harnay-, 180 feet long, 
Tcnipsky; 132 feet long, Fosse y. C. 22 x 22 varas, Castaneda and Martin-, 
d, 7x35$ varas, Castaneda-, 7$X34$ varas, Martin. Walls 1$ to 3$ varas 
thick, Castaneda-, 1$ varas, Martin. Height 5 to 6 mètres, Humboldt-, 
14 feet, Fossey. The height of the inner columns, to Ik* spoken of later, 
shows something respecting the original height of the walls.

39 Charnay, p. 204, describes the material of this filling as 'terre battue, 
mêlée de gros cailloux.’ His photographs of walls where the facing has 
fallen show in some places a mass of large irregular stones, even laid w ith 
some regularity in a few instances; in other parts of the ruins there seem 
to t>e very few stones, but only a mass of earth or clay; and in still other 
parts the wall has every ap|»enrance of regular adols-s. Dupaix, p. 35, 
says that sand and lime are mixed with the earth. ‘El macizo, 6 grueso
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The exterior facing of the wall is shown very 

clearly by the two following cuts, which, represent 
the southern façade of the building, A, as seen from 
the court. The first cut I have reduced photo­
graphically from Charnay’s original photograph ; the 
second, showing the rest of the façade, was taken 
from the same photograph for Mr Baldwin’s work. 
The facing is of stone blocks cut in different forms 
and sizes, placed against or in some cases slightly 
penetrating the inner filling. First, a double tier of 
very large blocks are placed as a base along the sur­
face of the supporting mound, projecting two or three 
feet from the line of the wall, the stones of the upper 
tier sloping inward. On this base is erected a kind 
of frame-work of large hewn blocks with perfectly 
plain unsculptured fronts, which divide the surface of 
the wall into oblong panels of different dimensions. 
These panels are then filled with a peculiar mosaic 
work of small brick-shaped blocks of stone of differ­
ent sizes, set in different positions, so as to form a 
great variety of regular patterns, usually spoken of as 
grecques.40 No mortar seems to have been employed

de las parcdos ae eompone de unn tierra mczelada y lnmcfieiada con arena y 
cal.’ *I)c tierra preparada, hollada d beneficiada cuando freaca y paatoaa.’ 
Tvmpaky, p. ‘251, declares the material to be rough Ixmldera in cement. 
Humlioldt, Vues, tom. ii., p. ‘283, sjieaks of 1 uije masse d’argile qui paruit 
remplir l’intérieur des murs.’

40 ‘ Loh compartimientos divididoa por unos tableros cuadrilongos, ter- 
minados por unaa molduras cuadradas que sohresalen à la linea de la mu­
ral la, eontienen en sus pianos unas greeas de alto relieve de una Bella 
invencion, pues sus dihujos présentai! unos enlaces complicados arreglados 
aima exact isima geometna, <M>n una grande union entre las piedras que 
lus componen, las que son de varies gruesos, y contiguraciones; ademas 
sc advierte una jierîecta nivelacion en toda esta admirahle ensambladuru.' 
J)u/mix,*2<1 ex peu., p. 31. A mosaic of soft sandstone cut in blocks 7 x *2£ 
x 1 inches, and all forming a smooth exterior surface. Tanpsky's Mi tin, pp. 
*251-‘2, with a very faulty cut. The statement alsmt the smooth surface is 
certainly erroneous, as is probably that respecting the size of the blocks, 
‘t es aralwsques forment une sorte de mosaïque, com[H>sée de petites 
pierres carrées, (pii sont placées avec l>eaucoup d’art, les unes à côté des 
autres.’ Humboldt, Vues, torn, ii., p. ‘283; with cuts of three xtvles of this 
mosaic from Martin. ‘ Briquettes de différentes grandeurs.’ The modern 
church is built of stone from the ruins. The natives carry away the blocks 
of mosaic in the Ixdief that they will turn to gold, Cluirnui/, Ruines A mér., 
|i ‘2.V2, ‘263-5. Pilot v \ i., view of southern façade. ‘2*2 different styles of 
grecques on this front. Fossnj, Mexique, pp. 367-8. Cuts of 16 different 
styles in Ilustrucion Mejtom. ii., i>. 501.
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in this facing of stone; at least its use is not men­
tioned l>v any author, and Pupaix states expressly 
that it is not found. Some of the blocks list'd in the 
base, frame-work of the panels, and lintels of the 
doorways, are very large, tine of the latter is de­
scribed by different writers as from sixteen to nine­
teen feet long, and is said by Dupaix to be of granite. 
The only sculpture on the façade is found on these 
lintels, the surface of which is represented as carved 
into regular figures in low relief, corresponding with 
the mosaic in the panels. The doorways are about 
seven feet wide and eight feet high, and in the upper 
part of the piers that separate them are noticed four 
round holes, which may be supposed, as in other ab­
original structures, to have served for the support of 
an awning, although the natives have a tradition that 
they were originally occupied by stone heads of native 
deities.41 The only other peculiarity to be noticed in 
this front is, that instead of being perpendicular, it 
inclines slightly outward from the base, as do many 
of the walls at Mitla.41

The interior of the building, A, has a pavement of 
flat stones covered with cement, which latter has 
mostly disappeared. Thet inner surface of the walls 
is of rough stones and earth, probably the same as 
the interior tilling, and covered with a coat of plaster, 
a greater part of which remained in 18f>9, and is 
shown in Vhamay’s photograph; there were also 
traces oi red paint on these walls in Dupaix’s time. 
There are no windows, or other openings except the

41 An Indian woman was re]>orted to have one of the heads from these 
holes, built into the walls of her house, hut it could not lie found. Du/tair, 
2d exited., p. 31.

41 besides the photograph copied altove, Chamay’s photographs, vii. 
viii., present views from the east ami west, showing that the same style of 
construction and ornamentation extends completely round the building, 
hupaix's plate xxx. represents this façade, hut shows only a small i>ortinii 
of the stone work Kingsltorough gives in its place a magnificent plate, 
1x5 feet, showing the whole front restored in all its details; he gives also 
the plate from Anti7 Mr.r , hut refers it to the palace No. 2. pi xxxi . tig. 
85. See description of the walls quoted from Burgoa, in Sue. Mrs. 
Jiulftin, tom. vii, pp 170-3
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doorways ; but on the northern wall, at mid-height, 
there is a niche, perhaps more than one, one or two 
feet deep, square in form, and enclosed by four blocks 
of stone. Extending in a line along the centre of 
this apartment, are six round stone pillars, </, </, of 
the plan, each alxnit fourteen feet high, three feet in 
diameter, and cut from a single block of porphyry or 
granite. The tops are slightly smaller than tin- 
bases, and fire or six feet of each stone, in addition 
to the height mentioned, are buried in the ground.4J

The following cut 1 take from Baldwin's work, for

Interior—South wing of the First Fa lace.

43 5.S mOres high ; one third of the height buried in the ground. Hum- 
Mit. Ff/r.v, tom ii., p. 28*2. 4 varus ntmve surface, *2 varus below, 1 vara
diameter. ///., in An tv/. Mr.r., sunpl. pi. viii. Of the material, lluni- 
lxddt savs: ‘t^uehjues jiersonnes, très-instruites en minéralogie, m'ont «lit 
<V,V li‘ pierre est un In'au jxirphyre uinphilxdiquc; d'uutres m'ont assure 
«me c’est un granite porphvrititpie.’ 1*2 feet high. 1U feet in eireumferenee. 
rosin/, Mrs., pp. !tV><-8. Alxmt 14 feet high, ('hnnnti/, Ilninrs . 1 mtr., p.

varas high, 1 vara in diameter, material granite, Ihtpnix, p. 111. 
ther ô varas high, liunjoa, in Soc. Mrs. (iro<]., Itolrfin, tom. vii . jo 171 
1- feet high. 4 feet diameter. Tnnpsky's Mi tin, p. ‘253. 10 feet 10.K inches
alwoc ground, over ti feet Ixdow, 3J varas in eireumferenee; material por­
phyry l/ustrnrion Mrj., tom. ii., pp. 495-4). So large that two men can 
hardly reach round them, 5 fathoms high. Maulida, llist. Kelts., pp. 393 li.
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which it was copied from one of Tempsky’s plates. 
It is very faulty, as is proved by Charnay s photograph 
taken from the same point of view, in representing 
the walls as if built of large rough stones without 
mortar, in putting a doorway in the central part of 
the northern wall, and in making the columns di­
minish in size towards the top much more than is 
actually the case.44

Passing now to the northern wing of this building, 
C, the exterior walls are the same in style and con­
struction as those of the southern wing just described, 
as is proved by the photographic views.45 The court, 
C, is about thirty-one feet square, and its pavement 
was covered with cement, as that of the larger court, 
E, may have been originally. The ground plan shows 
the arrangement of the four apartments, b, b, b, b, 
although it is to be noted that other plans differ 
slightly from this in the northern and western rooms. 
The only entrance to the northern court and rooms is 
from the southern wing through the passage f f 
which is barely wide enough to admit one person. 
The interior façades, fronting on the court, are pre­
cisely like the southern façade of the southern wing, 
A, being made up of mosaic work yi panels.46 The 
interior walls of the small apartments, b, b, b, b, un­
like those of the southern apartment, A, are formed 
of mosaic work in regular and graceful patterns, ex­
cept a space of four or five feet at the bottom, which 
is covered with plaster and bears traces of a kind of 
fresco painting in bright colors. The mosaic grecques 
or arabesques of the upper portions are arranged, not 
in panels as on the exterior, but in three parallel 
bands of uniform and nearly equal width, extending 
round the whole circumference of each room. The

Material a porous limestone. Viollet-le-Duc, in Charnay, Ruines Amer. 
p. 78.

« See Charnay, phot. x.
45 Charnay, pilot vii.-viii.
46 Charnay, phot. xi. Plate in Tempsky's Mitla, pp. 252-3, very incor­

rect, as are nearly all of this author’s illustrations.
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cut is a fac-simile from Charnay’s photograph of one

Grecques on Interior of Room at Mitla.

of these interiors, and gives an excellent idea of the 
three mosaic bands that extend entirely round each 
room.47

I now have to speak of the roof which originally 
covered this building, since in the other buildings and 
palaces nothing will be found to throw any additional 
light on the subject. It seems evident that the col­
umns in the southern wing were intended to support 
the roof, and if there were no contradictory evidence, 
the natural conclusion would be that the covering 
was of wooden beams stretching'completely across 
the narrow apartments, and resting on the pillars» of 
the wider ones, as we have seen to be the case at

47 Chnrtiat/, phot. ix.
Vol. IV. -26
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O

Tuloom, on the eastern coast of Yucatan.48 Burgoa, 
in whose time it is not impossible that some of the 
roofs may have been yet in place, tells us that they 
were formed of large stone blocks, resting on the 
columns, and joined without mortar.48 Humboldt 
states that the roof was supported by large sabino 
beams, and that three of these beams still remained 
in place (1802). According to Dupaix, both the 
roofs and floors in the northern Aving Avere formed by 
a roAV of beams, or rather logs, of the ahuehucte, a 
kind of pine, a foot and a half in diameter, built into 
the top of the Avail, and stretching from side to side. 
He does not inform us what traces he found to sup­
port his opinion. Miihlenpfordt50 found traces of a 
roof in one of the northern rooms sufficient to con­
vince him that the original “consisted of round oak 
timbers, eight inches in diameter, placed across the 
room at a distance of eight inches one from another; 
these Avere first covered with mats, on Avhich were 
placed stone flags, and over the latter a coat of lime; 
forming thus a solid and Avater-proof covering.” 
Fossey speaks of one Avorm-eaten beam, but probably 
obtained his information from Humboldt. Tempsky, 
notwithstanding the shortness of his exploration, 
made the remarkable discovery that one of the north­
ern rooms Avas still covered by a flat roof of stone. 
He also found Avindows in some of the buildings. 
What would he not liaA'e found had he been able to 

remain a few hours longer at Mitla? Yiollet-le-1 )ue 
judges from the quantity and quality of the debris in 
the south wing, that the roof could not have been of 

stone in large blocks, but Avas formed by large beams 
extending longitudinally from pillar to pillar, and

Sec p. 257 of this volume.
49 Murguia, in Sor, Mrs. drag., Bolctin, tom. vii., pp. 170-3. ‘ he gramli-s 

dalles, de plus de deux pieds d’épaisseur, reposant sur des piliers d'une 
hauteur de trois mètres, formaient le plafond de ces palais: au-dessus on 
voyait une corniche saillante ornée de sculptures capricieuses, dont l'en­
semble formait comme une sorte de diadème posé sur le sommet de l’cdiln « 
Brasseur rie Bourbourg, Hist. Nat. Civ., torn, iii., p. 26, following Burgoa.

10 As quoted in Ilustracion Mej., torn, ii., p. 4%.
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supporting two transverse ranges of smaller timbers, 
laid close together from the centre to either wall, the 
whole being surmounted by a mass of concrete like 
that which constitutes the bulk of the walls; and 
finally covered with a coating of cement. 1 have no 
doubt that this author has given a correct idea of the 
original roof structure, although in attempting to ex­
plain in detail the exact position which—‘il y a tout 
lieu de croire ’—each timber occupied, it is possible 
that the distinguished architect has gone somewhat 
beyond his data.61

As I have said before, the western building of the 
palace No. 1—like the southern building, if any ever 
stood on the south of the court—has entirely fallen. 
Of the eastern building, d, there remain standing a 
small portion of the wall fronting on the court, in-

View from Court of Palace No. 1.

51 Viollct-lc-Duc, in Charnay, Ruines Amér., pp. 78-9.
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vluding a doorway and its lintel, and also two of the 
five columns which occupied the centre of the build­
ing. The condition of this side structure seems not 
to have changed materially between Dupaix’s and 
( 'harnay’s visits, a period of over fifty years. The 
preceding cut, taken by Baldwin from Tempsky’s 
work, gives a tolerably correct idea of what remains 
of it, except that the lintel had a sculptured front. 
It is a view from the south side of the court, and in­
cludes an imperfect representation also of the north­
ern facade.6*

The palaces of Mitla are differently numbered by 
different writers, and much that has been written <>! 
them is so vague or confused that is difficult to de­
termine in many cases what particular structure is 
referred to; I believe, however, that the preceding 
pages include all that is known of the palace num­
bered 1 on my general plan. 1 close my account of 
this palace by presenting on the opposite page a cut 
copied for Baldwin’s work from one of Charnay’s 
photographs, a general view of the ruins. The cut 
is a distant view of the palace No. 1 from the south­
west, and cannot be said to add very materially to 
our knowledge respecting this building.63

'2 Chnrnay, phot. xii., p. 204; Dujxujc, pp. 31-2, pi. xxxi., fig. 80.
V) In the preceding pages it will he noticed llmt 1 nave paid lio attention 

to#tlie plates ami description by Mr J. ( i. Saw kins, from an exploration in 
1S37, as given hy Col. Brantz Mayer in his Ohscrnitions on Mexican History 
<iad . I rr/nroloi/y, published among the Smithsonian < 'ontrihutions to A noni- 
((/<ic. My reasons for disregarding Saw kins' authority are, that the slid 
descriptions and plates are just suttieiently accurate to identify palace No.
1 with the one referred to, hut otherwise constitute one of the most bare­
faced frauds recorded in the annals of antiquarian exploration in America. 
The following points are more than sufficient to substantiate what I have 
said : 1st. Sawkins reverses the cardinal points, respecting which the other 
authorities agree, placing the principal building on the east of the court 
instead of the north, etc. To avoid repetition and confusion, 1 shall in the 
following remarks, however, correct this error and speak of each building 
in its proper location. 2d. Sawkins found five standing columns in the 
eastern building, <f, four of which supported parts of a wall, while the 
other standing apart was taller than the rest; now the columns supporting 
t lie wall may have been the piers l>etween the doorways—but only t/ir> - <>f 
tlp-M* were standing in 1 St Mi (see Ihtjmi.r, pi. xxxi.); and the taller column 
standing apart agrees well enough with tlie truth, except that there were 
too of them standing in 1S.VT (See t’harna;/, Ruines A inér., phot \n I 
On the west our explorer correctly found everything obliterated, and the
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The remaining palaces of Mitla, Nos. 2, 3, and 4, 
may he more briefly disposed of, since in the construc­
tion of their walls they are precisely the same as No. 
1, hut are not in so good a state of preservation. No. 
2 is located south-west of No. 1, and almost in con­
tact with it, so that both groups have been by some 
visitors described together under the name of First 
Palace. It consists of four buildings, built on low 
mounds like those of No. 1, from seven to nine feet 
high, about a square court. All four are precisely 
the same in their ground plan, which is identical with 
that of the western building in palace No. 1. The 
dimensions of the four buildings are also the same, 
according to Castaneda’s plan, being about eighteen 
by ninety-two English feet ;M but Miihlenpfordt’s plan, 
so far as it can be understood, makes the eastern and 
western buildings about one hundred and forty feet
‘crumbling nn<l indistinct walls'which he found on the south may have 
been part of palace No. *2. 3d. Coming now to the northern building,
Sawkms found in the front 4 doorways, so narrow and low that only one 
person at a time could enter, and that only by stooping; during the next ‘20 
years these doorways grew remarkably in size, and decreased in number, 
since Charnay’s photograph shows 3 doorways with standing human ligures 
in two of them, not obliged to stoop or much pressed for elbow room, as 
may he seen in the copy 1 have given. 4th. Sawkins found all the adorn­
ments removed from tins façade; they were perhaps replaced Indore ('liar- 
nay's visit, nth. In the interior, A of the plan, Sawkins found niches in 
the end walls not seen by any other visitor. 6th. The six columns repre­
sented by Martin and Dupaix as standing in the centre of this apartment, 
had all Wen reijioved(!) at the time of Sawkins’ visit. It was a strange 
freak of the camera to picture them all in place ‘20 years later. 7th. Ihit 
Charnay’s photographic apparatus had yet other repairs to make, for in the 
northern wing, tlie walls of the interior apartments had all disappeared, 
and even the interior surface of the outer walls, which enclosed the quad­
rangle, had no mosaic work, but the panels presented only 9 long recesses 
in three tiers on each side. Mr Sawkms’ plates are two in number; one of 
them presents a general view of this palace from the west, and although 
faulty, indicates that the artist may have actually visited Mitla; the other 
is a rear view of the northern building, gives a tolerably correct idea of 
the construction of the walls, and may possibly have been made up from 
the large plate in Kingsborough’s work. I have no more space to devote 
to Sawkins. He may have l>een already ‘shown up’ by some critic whose 
writings have escaped my notice. It is proper to add that as Col. Mayer 
apparently consulted only Humlnddt’s description of Mitla, it is not at all 
strange that this zealous investigator and usually correct writer was de­
ceived by a pretended explorer.

54 IfitfMtix, pi. xxxii., tig. 81, where the dimensions are 0^x33\ varas. 
Carriedo’s, or Miihlenpfordt’s, plan, pi. ii., makes the court 114x187» feet, 
and the western building 1*28.9 feet on the inside; on page 497», and on an­
other plan, it is implied that the eastern mound never bore any building.
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long, the northern and southern being about twenty 
by one hundred feet, and the former somewhat larger 
than the latter.

The western building is the best preserved, being, 
so far as can be judged by human figures in Char- 
nay’s photographs, about seventeen feet high. The 
eastern building has fallen, and only its foundation 
stones remain by which to trace its plan. Three 
doorways open on the court from each building, and 
in the rear wall opposite the doors square niches are 
seen. There are no traces of columns in any of the 
apartments; nor was any part of the roofs in place in 
180G. The outer walls are composed, as in palace 
No. 1, of oblong panels of mosaic; whether any mo­
saic work is found in the interior, is not stated. The 
court is said by Miihlenpfordt to be covered with a 
coating of cement five or six inches in thickness, 
painted red as was also the exterior of the buildings, 
flie same writer, and Müller, noted that the support­
ing mounds were double, or terraced, on the exte­
rior ;M and the latter, that one of the central doorways 
diminishes in width towards the top. If this latter 
statement he true, it must be one of the doorways in 
the southern building, of which no photographic view 
was taken.58 Views of the southern façade of the 
northern building are given by Charnay, Dupaix, 
Miihlenpfordt, and Tempsky; of the court façade of 
the western building, by Charnay and Miihlenpfordt ; 
and Charnay also took photographs of the western 
and southern façades of the latter building.67

Under the northern building of this palace there 
is a subterranean gallery in the form of a cross. The 
entrance to this gallery is said by several writers to 
have been originally in the centre of the court, but

Ilustracion Mej., tom. ii., p. 495.
% Muller, Jieisen, tom. ii., p. ‘28(1
17 Charnay, Ruines Amér.t pilot, xiii.-xvi ; Dupaix, p. 33, pi. xxxiii., 

fig. 82 3; Kingsborough, vol. v., pp. 258-9, vol. vi., pp. 450-1, vol. iv., pi. 
xxx , fig. 84; Lenoir, in Anlig. Mex., tom. ii., div. i., pp. 53, 10; Muhlen- 
p/ordt, in Ilustracion Mej., p. 500, pi. vi. ; Tanpskys Mitla, pp. 250-1.
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this seems to rest on no very good authority, and it is 
not unlikely that the entrance was always where it is 
now, at the base of the northern mound, as shown in 
the photograph and in other views. The centre of 
the cross may be supposed to be nearly under the 
centre of the apartment above, and the northern, 
eastern, and western arms are each, according to Cas­
taneda’s drawings, about twelve feet long, five and a 
half feet wide, and six and a half feet high. The 
southern arm, leading out into the court is something 
over twenty feet long, and for most of its length only 
a little over four feet high; its floor is also several 
feet lower than that of the other arms, to the level 
of which latter four steps lead up. Nearly the whole 
depth of this gallery is probably in the body of the 
supporting mound rather than really subterranean. 
The top is formed of large blocks of stone, stretching 
across from side to side, and, according to Miihlen- 
pfordt, plastered and polished. The floor was also 
covered, if we may credit Müller, with a polished 
coat of cement. The walls .are panels of mosaic work 
like that found on the exterior walls above. Miihlen- 
pfordt noticed that the mosaic work was less skillfully 
executed than on the upper walls, and therefore prob­
ably much older. The large dall that covers the 
crossing of the two galleries is supported by a circu­
lar pillar resting on a square base. According to 
Tempsky the natives call this ‘the pillar of death,’ 
believing that whoever embraces it must die shortly. 
The whole interior surface, sides, floor, and ceiling, 
are painted red. No relics of any kind have been 
found here. Fossey says that this gallery, or at least 
a gallery, leads from the palace to the eastern pyra­
mid—meaning probably the western pyramid, No. 5 
of the plan—and from that point still further west­
ward, where it may be traced for a league to the farm 
of Saga, and extends, as the natives believe, some 
three hundred leagues. Tradition relates that the 
Zapotecs originally had their temples in natural cav-
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erns, which they gradually improved to meet their 
requirements, and over which they finally built these 
palaces. There are consequently many absurd rumors 
afloat respecting the extent of the subterranean pas­
sages, hut nothing has ever been discovered to indi­
cate the existence of natural caves or extensive arti­
ficial excavations at this point. At the time of 
Charnay’s visit the opening to the gallery had been 
closed up, and the natives would allow no one to re­
move the obstructions, on the ground that hidden 
treasure was the object sought.58

Palace No. 3 of the plan is said to have no sup­
porting mound, but to stand on the level of the 
ground, its ground plan, according to Castaneda, 
the oidy authority, is shown in the cut. - The whole
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Ground Plan—Palace No. 3.

58 Dupaix, 2d exped., pp. 32-3, pi. xxxiv.-v., fig. 82; Kingshorough, 
vol. v., j». 201), vol. vi., p. 451, vol. iv., pi. xxxii.-iii., tig. 8b 7, ground 
plan, and section showing mosaic work; 11 list me ion Mej., tom. ii., pp. 
41)5-500, pi. iv., v., ix. Humboldt, Vues, tom. ii., pp. 278-82, places the 
gallery erroneously under the northern w ing of " e No. 1, with an en­
trance in the floor of the column chamber. Murguin, in Soe. Mex. Geog., 
Hole/in, tom. vii., pn. 170-3, from Burgoa, about the caves on which the 
palaces were built. Muller, Heiscn, tom. ii., p. 280; Tempskys Mitla, pp.

5
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structure, divided into three courts, is about two 
hundred and eighty-four feet long and one hundred 
and eight feet wide, the thickness of the walls, not 
shown in the plan, being five or six feet. Nearly all 
the walls have fallen except those of the buildings 
about the central court, B, which have been repaired, 
covered with a roof of tiles, and are occupied by the 
curate of the parish as a residence. In the western 
front a doorway lms been cut, before which, support­
ing a balcony, or awning, stand two stone columns 
which were evidently brought from some other part 
of the ruins. Both on the exterior and court walls, 
the regular panels of mosaic work are seen in the 
upper portions ; the lower parts have been repaired 
with adobes, and newly plastered in many places. 
The modern church, quite a large and imposing struct­
ure, stands either upon or adjacent to a part of this 
ancient palace.69

The cut is a ground plan of palace No. 4, which is
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Ground Plan—Palace No. 4.

250-1; Fosscyt Mex., p. 369; Charnny, Ruines Amér., pp. 264-5; Mayer's 
Observations, p. 30, with cuts from Dupaix. Lenoir, in Antiq. Mex., tom. 

y ii., div. i., p. 53. ‘Un appartement souterrain qui a 27 mètres de long, et 
8 de large. ’ Humboldt, Essai Fol., p. 264.

y Charnay, Ruines A?nér.f p. 263, phot, iii.-iv.; Dupaix, 2d exped., pp.
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also said to stand on the original level of the ground. 
The walls are spoken of hy all visitors as almost en­
tirely in ruins, and as presenting no peculiarities of 
construction when compared with the other palaces. 
From one of the portions still standing, however, 
Miihlenpfordt copied some fragmentary paintings, 
representing processions of rudely pictured human 
figures, as shown in the accompanying cut. The

Painting on Doorway—Palace No. 4.

same author speaks of similar paintings, very likely 
not the work of the original builders of Mitla, on the 
walls of some of the other buildings.60

Two mounds, or groups of mounds, stand west and 
south of the other ruins at 5 and 7 of the plan. No. 
5 was _ ' (graphed by Charnay, and is described as 
built of adobes, ascended by a stone stairway, and 
bearing now a modern chapel. According to Cas­
taneda’s drawing probably representing these pyra­
mids, the principal structure had four stories, or ter­
races, and was about seventy-five feet high, measuring 
at the base about one hundred and twenty feet on its 
shortest sides from east to west. The stairway faces 
westward towards the court formed by the smaller 
mounds which have only two stories. Group No. 7 
is represented by Castaneda as consisting like No. 5
33, 35-6, pi. xxxvi., fig. 83; Kingsborough, vol. v., p. 259, vol. vi., p. 451, 
vol. iv., pi. xx.xiv., fig. 88. this plan differs from the one given above in 
making the passage <i straight. Ilnstracion Mrj.t tom. ii., n. 496.

00 Dupaix, pi. xxxvii., hg. 84; Kingsborough, vol. iv., pi. xxxv., fig. 89. 
The hitter ohm represents three doorways in each of the buildings fronting 
on the northern court, C. See also references of preceding note.

8
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of a large mound and three small ones, of two and 
one stories respectively, surrounding a court in whose 
centre is a block, or altar, which Dupaix thinks may 
conceal the entrance to a subterranean passage. 
Mlihlenpfordt represents the arrangement of the 
mounds as on my plan, and thinks the smaller eleva­
tions may have borne originally buildings like the 
northern palaces. In one of these mounds, according 
to the last-mentioned author, a tomb was found. Du­
paix also describes two tombs found under mounds, 
the locality of which is not specified. One of these 
tombs was in the form of a cross, with arms about 
three by nine feet, six feet high, covered with a roof 
of flat stones, and in its construction like the gallery 
under palace No. 2, except that the small brick-shaped 
blocks of which its sides are formed are not arranged 
in grecques, but laid so as to present a plain surface. 
The second tomb was of rectangular form, about four 
by eight feet in dimensions. In one of them some 
human remains, with fragments of fine blue stone 
were discovered.01

At a distance of a league and a half eastward of 
the village, Dupaix described and Castaneda sketched 
a small plain square stone building, divided into four 
apartments, standing on the slope of a high rocky 
hill. On the plate there is also shown the entrance 
to a subterranean gallery not mentioned in 1 )upaix’s 
text.02 Three fourths of a league westward from the 
village is a hill some six hundred feet in height, with 
precipitous sides naturally inaccessible save on one 
side, toward Mitla. The summit platform, probably 
leveled by artificial means, is enclosed by a wall of

61 Dupaix, pp. 34, 30, pi. xxxl.x xl,, xliii-iv., fig. 8(1-7, 91-2; Kings- 
borough, vol. v., pp. 260-1, vol. vi., pp. 4.11-3, vol. iv., pi. xx.xvii-ix , tig. 
91-4; Lenoir, in Antiu. Mer., tom. ii., <liv. i., pp. 55-0; Charting, p. 263, 
phot. ii. ; Muhlmpforat, in J/ustrarion Mrj., tom. ii., p. 490; Fossry, Mex­
ique, pp. 308-9, locates these pyramidal groups east and north, instead of 
south and west of palace No. 1. lie also mentions a granite block, or 
altar, 4$ feet long and one foot thick.

Dupdix, p. 34, pi. xxxviii., tig. 85; Kingsborough, vol. v., p. 259, vol. 
vi., p. 451, vol. iv., pi. xxxvi., tig. 90. Kingsl»orough’s plate represents 
the walls as mostly fallen. Lenoir, in Antiq. Mex., tom. ii., div. i.,^i. 53.
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stone about six feet thick, eighteen feet high, and 
over a mile in circumference, forming many angles, as 
is shown in the annexed plan. Un the eastern and ac-

Plan of Fortress near Mitla.

cessible side, the wall is double, the inner wall being 
higher than the outer; and the entrances are not only 
not opposite each other, but penetrate the walls ob­
liquely. Heaps of loose stones, r, c, c, were found at 
various points in the enclosure, doubtless for use as 
weapons in a hand-to-hand conflict. Outside of the 
walls, moreover, large rocks, some three feet in di­
ameter. were carefully poised where they might be 
easily started down the sides against the advancing 
foe. Within the fortress, at several places, </, c, J, 
'/, are slight remains of adobe buildings, probably 
erected for the accomodation of the aboriginal garri­
son. All we know of this. fortress is derived from 
the work of Dtipaix and Castaneda.63

11 Ihnmix, ]>i>. 40 1, pi. xliv.-v., fig. 93-4, view of hill, ami plan copied 
above. Kintjsboromj/t, vol. v., n. 2f>f>, vol. vi., p. 455, vol. iv., pi. xl. i., lig.

Lnmir, ]i. 50. Dupaix’a imites are copiea in Mosaico lA.r., tom. ii., 
pi» -S1 — 4. and Annin, Alte .1 le.r., p. ‘200; hnssry, Mrs., j ». 370. Plate from 
SawkiiiH* drawing, ditferent from that of Castaneda, but of course unreli­
able, in Mayer's Observations, p. 32, pi. iv.
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Dupaix claims to have found the quarries which 
furnished material for the Mitla structures, in a hill 
three-fourths of a league eastward irom the ruins, 
called hy the Zapotecs Aguilosod, hy the Spaniards 
Mirador. The stone is described ns of such a nature 
that large blocks may be easily split off by means of 
wedges and levers, and many such blocks were scat- 

. tered about the place; the removal of the stone to 
the site of the palaces, here as in the case of many 
other American ruins, must have been the chief diffi­
culty overcome by the builders. Stone wedges, to­
gether with axes and chkols of hard copper, are said 
to have been found at Mitla, but are not particularly 
described.84

A head in terra cotta, wearing a peculiar helmet, 
was sketched here by Castaneda, and is shown in the 
cut. Another terra-cotta image represented a masked

Head in Terra Cotta Mitla.

human figure, squatting cross-legged with hands on 
knees. A large semicircular cape reaches from the 
neck to the ground, showing onlv the hands and feet 
in front. The whole is very similar to some of the 
figures at Zachila, already described, but the tube 
which may be supposed to have held a torch origi­
nally, projects above the head, and is an inch and a 
half in diameter. The only specimen of stone images

64 Dupaix, 2d cxped., pp. 41-3; Ty tor's Anahuac, ]>. 139.

i
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or idols found in connection with the ruins, is shown 
in the cut. It represents a seated figure, carved

Stone Image from Mitla.

from a hard red stone, and brilliantly polished. Its 
height is about four inches. Tcmpsky tells us that 
the children at Mitla offered for sale small idols of 
clay and sandstone, which had been* taken from the 
inner palace walls.66

The ruins of Mitla resemble Palenquc only in the 
long low narrow form of the buildings, since the lovr 
supporting mounds can hardly be said to resemble 
tlie lofty stone-faced pyramids of Chiapas. A strong­
er likeness may be discovered when they are com­
pared with the structures of Yucatan; since in both 
cases we find long narrow windowless buildings, raised 
on low mounds, and enclosing a rectangular court­
yard, walls of rubble, and lacings of hewn stone. 
The contrasts are also strong, as seen in the mosaic 
grecques, the absence of sculpture, and the fiat roots, 
in some cases supported by columns; although in one 
city on the east coast of Yucatan fiat roofs of wooden 
beams were found. Whether the mosaic work of 
Mitla indicates in itself an earlier or later develop-

65 Dupnix, 2d experi., ]>]>. 37-8, pi. xli.-ii., fig. 88-90; Kingshorough, vol. 
v p. 254, vol. vi., p. 447, vol. iv., pi. xxvi., tig. 78-80; Lenoir, in Antiy. 
Alex., pp. 23-4, 55; Tempsky 9 Mitla, p. 254.
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ruent of aboriginal art than the elaborately sculptured 
façades of Uxmal, I am unable to decide; but the 
flat roof supported by pillars would seem to indicate 
a later architectural development than the overlap­
ping arch. The influence of the builders of Palenque 
and the cities of Yucatan, was doubtless felt by the 
builders of Mitla. How the influencé was exerted it 
is very difficult to determine; Viollet-le-Duc attrib­
utes these northern structures to a branch of the 
southern civilization separated from the parent stock 
after the foundation of the Maya cities in Yucatan. 
Most antiquarians have concluded that Mitla is less 
ancient than the southern ruins, and the condition of 
the remains, so far as it throws any light on the sub­
ject, confirms the conclusion. This is the last ruin 
that will be found in our progress northward, which 
shows any marked analogy with the Maya monu­
ments, save in the almost universal use of supporting 
mounds or pyramids, of various forms and dimensions. 
It has already been shown that the Zapotec language 
has no likeness whatever to the Aztec, or to the 

^Kiaya, and that so far as institutions are concerned, 
this people might almost as properly be classed with 
the Maya as with the Naliua nations. The Abbé 
Brasseur in one part of his writings expresses the 
opinion that Mitla was built by the Tultecs from 
(.’hulula, who introduced their religion in Oajaca in 
the ninth or tenth century. Mitla is also frequently 
spoken of as a connecting link between the Central 
American and Mexican remains; this, however, is 
merely a part of the old favorite theory of one civil­
ized people originating in the far north, moving grad­
ually southward, and leaving at each stopping-place 
traces of their constantly improving and developing 
culture. There seems to have been no tradition 
among the natives at the Conquest, indicating that 
Mitla was built by a people preceding the Zapotecs.
< )n the contrary, Burgoa and other early < hijacan 
chroniclers mention the place frequently as a Zapotec
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holy place, devoted to the burial of kings, the resi­
dence of a certain order of the priesthood, who lived 
here to make expiatory sacrifices for the dead, and a 
place of royal mourning, whither the king retired on 
the death of a relative. Subterranean caverns were 
used for the celebration of religious rites before the 
upper temples wore built. Charnay fancies that the 
palaces were built by a people that afterwards mi­
grated southward. He noticed that the walls in 
sheltered places were covered with very rude paint­
ings—a sample of which has been given—and sug­
gests that these were executed by occupants who 
succeeded the original builders. It will be apparent 
to the reader that the ruins at Mitla bear no resem­
blance whatever to other Oajacan monuments, such 
as those at Guiengola, Monte Alban, and Quiotepec; 
and that they are either the work of a different na­
tion, or what is much more probable, for a different 
purpose. 1 am inclined to believe that Mitla was 
Imilt by the Zapotecs at a very early period of their 
civilization, at a time when the builders were strongly 
influenced by the Maya priesthood, if they were not 
themselves a branch of the Maya people.06

I'lie mosaic work undoubtedly bears a strong re­
semblance to the ornamentation observed on Grecian 
vases and other old-world relics; but this analogy is 
far from indicating any communication between the 
artists or their ancestors, for, as Humboldt says, “in 
all zones men have been pleased with a rythmic repe­
tition of the same forms, a repetition which consti­
tutes the leading characteristic of what we vaguely 
call grecques, méandres, and Arabesques.”67

66 li if rtf on, fleog. Descrip., fol. 257-60; Id., in Sor. Mex. (rent/.. Hole (in, 
tom vii., p. 170, ft ae<p, np. 271-2; Id., in Ilustracion Mej., tom. ii., p. 404; 
Id., in Brasseur de. Hour bourg. Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. iii., pp. 21-30. Bras­
seur says that tin* temple built over a subterranean labyrinth was railed 
iotmpchelirhi Bezelao, ‘supreme fortress of Vezelao.’ Built under Toltcc 
influence. Id., tom. i., pp. 304-5, tom. iii., p. V Sacked by the Aztecs 
alsiut 1404, and the priests carried as captives to Mexico. Id., tom. iii., p. 
358; Tylor's Anahuae, p 130. Buildings of different age. Dupais, 2d ex- 
ped., pp. 34-5; CharnmjtdJiuines Amir,, pp. 252-3, 265; Humboldt, Vues, 
tom. ii , p. 279.

c7 Humboldt, Vues, tom. ii., pp. 284-5. ‘Les palais funéraires de Mitla
Vol. IV. ’ll
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In the northern part of Oajaca, towards the bound­
ary line of Puebla, remains have been found in sev­
eral localities. Those near Quiotepec are extensive 
and important, but are only known by the descrip­
tion of one explorer, Juan N. Lovato, who visited the 
ruins as a commissioner from the government in Jan­
uary, 1844.68 Lovato’s account contains many details, 
but the drawings which originally accompanied it 
were, with two exceptions, not published, and from 
the text only a general idea can be formed respecting 
the nature of the ruins. The following are such 
items of information as I have been able to extract 
from the report in question.

A hill about a mile long and a quarter of a mile 
wide at its base, and over a thousand feet high, 
known as the Cerro de las Juntas, stands at the 
junction of the rivers Quiotepec and Salado. At the 
eastern end, where the streams meet, the ascent is 
precipitous and inaccessible, but the other sides and 
the summit are covered with ruins. The slopes are 
formed into level platforms with perpendicular terrace 
walls of stone, of height and thickness varying ac­
cording to the nature of the ground. In ascending 
the western slope, thirty-five of these terrace walls 
were encountered ; on the southern slope there were 
fifty-seven, and on the northern eighty-eight, count­
ing only those that were still standing. One of the

reproduisent en certains cas l’ordonnance des demeures chinoises.’ Char- 
nay, Ruines Amer., p. iii. The ruins of Mitla ‘lions paraissent appartenir 
à la civilisation qnichée, quoique postérieurs à ceux de VYucatan. La 
perfection de l’appareil, les parements verticaux des salles avec leurs épines 
de colonnes portant la charpente du conmle, l’absence complète d'im­
itation de la construction de bois dans la décoration extérieure on inté­
rieure, l’ornementation obtenue seulement par l’assemblage des pierres sans 
sculpture, donnent aux édifices de Mitla un caractère particulier qui les 
distingue nettement de ceux de VYucatan et qui indiquerait aussi ufic date 
plus récente.’ Viollet-le-Duc, in Id., pp. 100-1.

68 lAJvato’s report was published with two of the nine plates which orig­
inally accompanied it in tlie Miisco Me.r., tom. iii., p. 329-35, and, without 
the plates in Diccionario Univ., tom. ix., pp. 697-700. Müller, Reisen, 
tom. ii., pp. 251-4, gives an account which seems to have been made up 
mostly from Lovato’s report, although he may have personally visited the 
ruins. A short description, also from the Musco Mrx., may be found in 
Mayer s Mex. Aztec, vol. ii., p. 217, and Id., Observations, pp. 25-6.
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walls at the summit is about three hundred and 
twenty feet long, sixty feet high, and five and a 
half feet thick.

Scattered over the hill on the terrace platforms, 
the foundations of small buildings, supposed to have 
been dwellings, were found in at least a hundred and 
thirty places. In connection with these buildings 
some tombs were found underground, box-shaped 
with walls of stone, containing human remains and 
some fragments of pottery. Tumuli in great num­
bers are found in all directions, probably burial 
mounds, although nothing but a few stone beads has 
been found in them. Other mounds were apparently 
designed for the support of buildings. At different 
points towards the summit of the hill are three tanks, 
or reservoirs, one of which is sixty feet long, twenty- 
four feet wide, and six feet deep, with traces of steps 
leading down into it. In the walls traces of beams 
are seen, supposed by the explorer to have supported 
the scaffolding used in their construction.

Besides the terrace walls, foundations of dwellings, 
and the remains that have been mentioned, there are 
also many ruins of statelier edifices, presumably pal­
aces and temples. Of these, the only ones described 
are situated at the summit on a small level plateau, of 
a hundred anti twenty-two by two hundred and forty- 
eight feet. These consist of what are spoken of as a 
palace and a temple, facing each other, a hundred and 
sixty-six feet apart. Between the two are the biases 
of what was formerly a line of circular pillars, lead­
ing from one edifice to the other. The bases, or ped­
estals, are fourteen inches in diameter, five inches 
high, and about fourteen feet apart. The Temple 
faces north-east, and its front is shown in the accom­
panying cut. This is a form of the pyramidal struct­
ure very different from any that has been met before. 
Its dimensions on the ground are fifty by fifty-five 
feet. The Palace is described as thirty-nine feet 
high in front and thirtv-three feet in the rear, and



420 ANTIQUITIES OF OAJACA.

Temple Pyramid—Cerro de las Juntas.

has a stairway of twenty steps about twenty-eight 
feet wide, leading up to the summit on the front. 
Judging by the plate, this so-called palace is a solid 
elevation with perpendicular sides, ornamented with 
three plain cornices, one end of which is occupied 
throughout nearly its whole width by the stairway 
mentioned. The material of the two structures is 
the stone of the hill itself cut in thin regular blocks, 
laid in what is described as mud, and covered, as 
is shown by traces still left in a few parts, with a 
coating of plaster. Both the structures, according to 
the plates, have a rather modern appearance, and dif­
fer widely from any other American monuments, but 
there seems to he no reason to doubt the reliability 
of Sr Lovato’s account, considering its official nature, 
and I cannot suppose that the Spaniards ever erected 
such edifices. The foundations and arches of three 
small apartments are vaguely spoken of as having 
been discovered by excavation in connection with the 
Palace, but whether they were on its summit or in 
the interior of the apparently solid mass, does not 
clearly appear, although Müller states that the latter 
was the case. On the summit of the Palace a copal- 
tree, one foot in diameter, was found. Five sculp­
tured slabs were sketched by Midler at Quiotepec, 
but he does not state in what part of the ruins they 
were found. Each slab has a human figure in profile, 
surrounded by a variety of inexplicable attributes. 
The foreheads seem to be flattened, and four of the 
five have an immense curved tongue, possibly the
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well-known Aztec symbol of speech, protruding from 
the mouth. Somewhere in this vicinity, on the per­
pendicular banks of rock that form the channel of the 
Rio Tecomava, painted figures of a sun, moon, and 
hand, are reported, at a great height from the 
water.69

Near the town of Tuxtepec, some fifty miles east­
ward from Quiotepec, near the Vera Cruz boundary, 
there is said to be an artificial mound eighty-three 
feet high, known as the Castillo de Montezuma. A 
passage leads toward the centre, but nothing further 
is known of it, except that some stone idols are men­
tioned by another writer as having been dug from a 
mound in a town of the same name.70

At Huahuapan, about fifty miles westward of 
Quiotepec, Dupaix found the sculptured block shown 
in the cut. It is four and a half feet long, and a foot

Sculptured Block from Huahuapan.

and a half high ; the material is a hard blue stone, 
and the sculpture in low relief seems to represent a 
kind of coat of arms, from which projects a hand

rn }fnsro Mrx., tom. i., p. 136. Lovato’s exploration was made hv the 
order of (ien. Leon, and the account furnished for publication by Sr .1 M. 
Tornel. In describing the Temple, the three flights of stairs are said to 
have 10, 8, and (> steps, respectively, which does not agree with the nlatc 
as copied above. Miiller gives the number of small buildings, or dwellings, 
whose foundations are visible as 120 instead of 130; he also gives in his 
dimensions mètres instead of varas, which would increase them in English 
feet in the proportion of 92 to 109. He further states that the structures 
face the cardinal jsiints.

70 fWn, in Sor. .\fcx. Georj., Boletin. 2da época, tom. i., p. 30; Musco



4‘2‘2 ANTIQUITIES OF OAJACA.

grasping an object, a part of which hears a strong 
resemblance to the .Aztec symbol of water. This 
relic was found in a hill called Tallesto, about a 
league east of the town.71

In another hill, called Sombrerito, only half a 
league from the town, a laborer in 1831 plowed up 
an ancient grave, said to have contained human 
bones, fine pottery, with gold beads and rings. All 
the relics were buried again by the finder, except 
four of the rings, which came into the possession ut 
the Bishop of Puebla, and two of which are shown 
in the cut. With some doubts respecting the au-

Gold Rings from Huahuapan.

thenticity of these relics I give the cuts for what 
they are worth. There are accounts and drawings of 
several rudely carved stone images from the same 
region.72

At Yanguitlan, ten or fifteen miles south-east of 
Huahuapan, several relics were found, including a hu­
man head of natural size carved from red stone; two 
idols of green jasper, slightly carved in human likeness; 
three cutting implements of hard stone; and the two 
objects shown in the cuts on the opposite page. The 
first is a spear-head of gray Hint, and the second a 
very curious relic of unknown use, and whose mate­
rial and dimensions the tinder has neglected to men­
tion. It is of a red color, and is very beautifully 
wrought in two pieces, one serving as a cover for the

71 Ihtpaix, 2dexped., p. 14, pi. xix., fig. 55; Kingsborouqh, vol. v., p. ‘244, 
vol. vi., p. 44‘2, vul. iv., pi. xvii., fig. 55; Lenoir, in Antiq. Alex., tom. ii , 
div. 47.

71 Aluseo Mex., tom. i., pp. 240, 401, with plates of the rings and 7 stone 
relies.
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Relics from Yanguitlan.

WV/70

other, apparently intended to be joined by a cord as 
represented in the cut. Among the uses suggested 
are those of a censer and a lantern..73

Respecting the relics of the state of Guerrero, my 
only information is derived from a statistical work 
by Sr Celso Munoz, contained in the report of Gov. 
Francisco O. Aree to the legislature of the state in 
1872. This author mentions such relics in the dis­
trict of Hidalgo, north of the Rio Zacatula towards 
the Mexican boundary, as follows: 1st. “ The mo- 
moxlles, or tombs of the ancient Indians, which are 
found in almost all the towns, although they are con­
stantly disappearing, and abound especially in the 
municipality of Cocula.” 2d. “Traces of ancient set-

73 Du paix, 2d exj>ed., pp. 15-16, pi. xix.-xx., fig 56-6.3; Kingsborough, 
vol. v., pp. 244-5, vol. vi., pp. 442-3, vol. iv., pi. xvii.-xviii., tig. 56-63. 
Respecting the jasper figure» M. Dupaix say»: ‘Le nombre de wiles qu* 
«in trouve dans les sépultures de la nation zafiotéquc est infini. Elles ont 
«leux à trois pouces ae haut; elles sont presque toutes de forme triangu­
laire, (juadrangulaire, ou prismatique, et sont sculptées en jaspe vert foncé, 
ayant invariablement la même attitude semblable il celle «1 Iris ou d’Osiris, 
«huit les jietite» idoles étaient destinées H accompagner les momies égyp­
tiennes.’ The hole in the back iiart of each is drilled in a curved line. 
I.•noir, in An tig. Mix., tom. ii., uiv. i., pp. 47-8.
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tlemcnts of the alrorigines, who either became extinct 
or migrated to other localities: such are seen on the 
hill of Huizteco, in the municipality of Tasco, in that 
of Tetipac el Viejo and of Coatlan el Viejo, of Te- 
tipac, of Coculatepil, of Piedra Grande or San Caspar, 
region of Iglesia Vieja, Cocula, and many others.” 
3d. At Topecoacuilco “there are traces very clearly 
defined of many foundations of houses; and in exca­
vations that have been made there have been found 
many idols and Hint weapons, especially lances, very 
well preserved, and other curious relics of Aztec 
times.” 4th. At Chontalcuatlan, there are traces of 
the ancient town on a hill called Coatlan el Viejo, 
where there is also said to be a block of porphyry one 
or two metres in diameter, on the surface of which is 
sculptured a coiled serpent.74

,4 Munoz, Estadistica del Distrito de Hidalgo, in Guerrero, Memoria 
presentada it la 11. Legislatura, pur el Gobemador, Fran. 0, Arce, 1872, 
l>p. 45, 150, 272.

\



CHAPTER VIII.

ANTIQUITIES OF VERA CRUZ.

Physical Features ok the State—Exploration and Reports— 
Oaxapa and Tuxtla—Negro Head—Relics from Island of Sa- 
crificios—Eastern Slope Remains—Medelin -Xicalanco—Rio 
Bi.anco — Amatlan—Orizava — Cempoala—P vente Nacional— 
Paso de Ovejas—Huatvsco— Fortifications and Pyramids of 
Centla—El Castillo—Fortress of Tlacotepec—Palmillas— 
Zacvapan —Inscription at Atliaca—Consoqvitla Fort and 
Tomb—Calcahvalco—Ruins of Misantla or Monte Real—Dis­
trict of Jalancingo— Pyramid of Papantla—Mapii.ca—Pyra­
mid and Fountain at Tusapan—Ruins of Metlaltovuca—Rel­
ics NEAR PÂNUCO—CALONDRAS, SAN NICOLAS, AND TRINIDAD.

Passing now to the eastern or gulf coast, I shall 
devote the present chapter to the antiquities of Vera 
Cruz, the ancient home of the Totonacs in the north, 
and the Xicalancas and Nonohualcos in the south. 
Vera Cruz, with an average width of seventy miles, 
extends from the Laguna de Santa Ana, the western 
boundary of Tabasco, to the mouth of the River P;i- 
mico, a distance of about five hundred miles. Its 
territory is about equally divided lengthwise between 
the low malarious tierra caliente on the immediate 
gulf shore, and the eastern slope of the lofty sierra 
that bounds the Mexican plateau. Two or three 
much-traveled routes lead inland from the port of 
Vera Cruz towards the city of Mexico, and travelers
make haste to cross this plague-belt, the lurking- 

«26)
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place of the deadly vomito, turning neither to the 
right nor left to investigate the past or present. A 
railroad now completed renders the transit still more 
direct and rapid than before. Away from these 
routes the territory of this state is less known than 
almost any other portion of the Mexican Republic, 
although a portion of the southern Goatzacoalco 
region has been pretty thoroughly explored by sur­
veyors of the Tehuantepec interoeeanic routes, and 
by an unfortunate French colonization company that 
settled here early in the present century. The 
mountain slopes and plateaux twenty-five or thirty 
miles inland are, however, fertile and not unhealthy, 
having been crowded in ancient times with a dense 
aboriginal population, traces of whose former pres­
ence are found in every direction. Most of our in­
formation respecting the antiquities of this state is 
derived from the reports of Mexican explorers, only 
one or two of whom have in most cases visited each 
of the many groups of ruins. These explorers have 
as a rule fallen into a very natural, perhaps, hut at 
the same time very unfortunate error in their descrip­
tions; for after having displayed great energy and 
skill in the discovery and examination of a ruin, 
doubtless forming a dear idea of all its details, they 
usually compress these details into the space of a few 
paragraphs or a few pages, and devote the larger part 
of their reports to essays on the Toltecj Chichimec, 
or Olmec history—subjects on which they can throw 
no light. They neglect a topic of the deepest in­
terest, concerning which their authority would be of 
the very greatest weight, for another respecting which 
their conclusions are for the most part valueless.

The ruins of an aboriginal city are mentioned at 
Caxapa, between the volcano of Tuxtla and the coast 
in the southern part of the state.1 In the vicinity of 
Tuxtla, at the south-western base of the volcano, a

1 Muhlnipfordt, ifejico, tom. ii., p. 32; Mexikaniache Zustande, tom i., 
p. 31.
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colossal granite head, six feet high, was found by a 
laborer in 1862, while making a clearing for a milpa. 
The head was photographed, and a copy of the plate 
published by the Mexican Geographical Society, to­
gether with an accompanying text prepared by J. M. 
Melgar. A copy of the plate is given in, the cut.

«««■ '«vgnw

Ethiopian Head of Granite.

The most noticeable peculiarity in this head is the 
negro cast of the features, and Senor Melgar devotes 
his article to the negro race, which as he supposes 
lived in America before the coming of the Spaniards.1

( )n the island of Sacrificios, in the harbor of Vera 
Cruz, one author3 states that remains of the ancient 
temple are visible. This is probably an error, but 
numerous small relics have been dug up on the 
island. Many of the relics were articles of pottery, 
one of which ot very peculiar form is shown in the cut

Earthen Vase—Isle of Sacrificios.

MS

8 Sor. Georj., Boletin, *2da épora, tom. i., pp. 29*2-7, tom. iii., np.
104-9, with two plates representing the colossal head, and several other 
relics from some locality not mentioned.

3 Ottavio, in Nouvelles Annales des Vuy., 1833, tom. lix., p. 04.
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from Waldcck. This, like moHt of the other ar­
ticles found here, is preserved in the Museum of 
Mexico, and was sketched hÿ^ Mayer and by Wal- 
deck. Mr Tylor pronounces it not the work of the 
natives before the Conquest, in fact a fraud, “one of 
the worst cases I ever noticed.” There is no doubt 
of the accuracy of the drawing, and Sr Coudra as­
sured Col. Mayer, as the latter informs me, that the 
relic is an authentic one.4 Workmen engaged in lay­
ing the foundations of the modern fort found, at. a 
depth of six feet, vases of hard material, which in 
the opinion of M. Baradère resembled vases that 
have been brought from Japan.6 Col. Mayer gives 
cuts of thirteen relics dug from a subterranean cham­
ber or grave in 1828. Two of these were of white 
marble or alabaster, and one of them is shown in 
the cut. M. Dumanoir made an excavation also in

White Marble Vase Vera Cruz.

1841, finding a sepulchre containing well-preserved 
human skeletons, earthen vases painted and etched, 
idols, images, bracelets, teeth of dogs and wild beasts, 
and marble, or alabaster, urns. Plates of many of 
the relics have been published.”

< Waldeck. Palmqué, pi. xlix.; Tylor's Anahuac, pp. 230-1.
1 Antiq. Alex., tom. i., div. ii., p. 35.
f’ Mayer's Mrx. as if Was, yip. 93-7; Id., Airx. Aztec, rtc., vol. ii., y>. 272, 

with 3 cut.H; Id., in Schoolcraft's Arch., vol. vi., yi. 588, pi. vi., tig. f>, f>, 8, 
11, 12; (londra, in Prescott, llist. Conq. Alex., tom. iii., pp. 82-4, pi. xv., 
plate of a va#e.
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From tlic city of Vera Cruz two main routes of 
travel lead inland toward the city of Mexico. The 
tirst extends north-westward via Jalapa, and the sec­
ond south-westward via Orizava. After crossing the 
first lofty mountain harrier which divides the coast 
from the interior plateaux, the roads approach each 
other and meet near Puebla. On the eastern slope, 
the roads with the mountain range, which at this 
point extends nearly north and south, form a tri­
angle with equal sides of about eighty miles, at the 
angles of which are the cities of Vera Cruz, Jalapa, 
and Orizava, or more accurately points ten or fifteen 
miles above the two latter. This comparatively small 
triangular area, round which so many travelers have 
passed in their journey to Andhuac, is literally cov­
ered with traces of its aboriginal population, in the 
shape of pottery, implements, foundation stones of 
dwellings, fortifications, pyramids, and graves. I 
quote the following from an article on the antiquities 
of Wra Cruz, written in 186!), for the Mexican Geo­
graphical Society, by Carlos Kartorius:

“On the eastern slope of the lofty volcanic range, 
from the Peak of Orizava to the Cotre de Perote, at 
an average elevation of two to five thousand feet 
above the level of the gulf, there exist innumerable 
traces of a very numerous indigenous population be­
fore the Conquest. History tells us nothing respect­
ing this part of the country, distinguished for its 
abundant supply of water, its fertility, and its de­
lightful and healthy climate.” “ For an extent of 
fifteen to twenty leagues, from east to west, there 
was not a span of earth that was not cultivated, as is 
proved by numberless remains. . . .The whole country 
is formed into terraces by stone walls, which follow all 
the variations of the surface with tin; evident object 
of preventing the washing away of' the soil. Some­
times the terraces are ten or twelve yards wide, at 
others hardly one yard. The small ravines called 
rmjn.s served for innumerable water-tanks, built of
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rocks and clay, or of stone and mortar, these dams 
being also covered with a coating of hard cement. 
It is evident that a numerous population took ad­
vantage of every inch of land for cultivation, using 
the water gathered in the tanks during the rainy 
season for irrigation, possibly effected by hand by 
means of earthern vessels. In the more sterile por­
tions of the land, on the top of hills which have no 
soil are seen the foundations of dwellings, all of 
stone without mortar, arranged in streets or in 
groups. They always form an oblong rectangle and 
face the cardinal points. They are found in clearing 
heavy forests as well as on open tracts, and the fact 
that oaks a mètre in diameter are found within the 
enclosure of the walls, proves that many centuries 
have passed since the population disappeared. In 
many parts are found groups of pyramids, of various 
sizes and degrees of preservation. The largest, of 
stone, are fifty feet and over in height, while the 
smallest are not over ten or twelve. The last seem 
to be tombs; at least several that we opened con­
tained skeletons in a very decomposed state, with 
earthen utensils like those now made by the natives, 
arrow-heads of obsidian and bird-bone, doubtless the 
supplies given to the dead for their journey.” One 
contained an elegant burial urn, bearing ornamental 
figures in relief, containing ashes and fragments of 
human bones, and covered first with small pebbles, 
and then with stone Hags. “The region which we 
subjected to our investigation comprehends the slope 
of the sierra to the coast between Orizava and Jalapa. 
At an elevation of four or five thousand feet there 
are many springs, which at a short distance form 
ravines in a soil composed of conglomerates or, fur­
ther south, of lime. In their course the ravines 
unite and form points sometimes with vertical walls 
of considerable height. As the water-courses do not 
follow a straight line, but wind about, the erosion of 
the current above the meeting of the ravines destroys
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a great portion of the dividing ridge, so that above 
there remains only a narrow pass, the ridge after­
wards assuming greater widtli until the end is 
reached. This play of nature occurs in the region of 
which we are speaking, at many points and with 
great uniformity, almost always at the same level of 
two thousand to twentv-tive hundred feet. The 
natives selected these points, strong by nature, forti­
fying them by art so ingeniously as to leave no doubt 
as to their progress in military art. . . . Some of them 
are almost inaccessible, and can be reached only by 
means of ladders and ropes. They all have this 
peculiarity in common, that, besides serving for de­
fense, they enclose a number of edifices destined for 
worship,—teoeallis and traces of very large structures, 
such as residences, quarters, or perhaps palaces of the 
priests and rulers. In some of them there are 
springs and remains of large artificial tanks ; in 
others, aqueducts of stone and mortar, to bring water 
from distant springs.” Sr Sartorius then proceeds to 
the description of particular ruins, of which more 
hereafter.7

Mr Hugo Finck, a resident for twenty-eight years 
in the region under consideration, in which the trav­
eled extensively to collect botanical specimens, con­
tributed the following general remarks to the Smith­
sonian Report for 1870: “There is hardly a foot of 
ground in the whole state of Vera Cruz | the author 
refers particularly to the region about Cordova, Hua- 
tuseo, and Mirador] in which, by excavation, either a 
broken obsidian knife, or a broken piece of pottery is 
not found. The whole country is intersected with 
parallel lines of stones, which were intended during 
the heavy showers of the rainy season to keep the 
earth from washing away. The number of those 
lines of stones shows clearly that even the poorest 
land, which nobody in our days would cultivate, w^is

7 Sartorius, Fortifie a ci one# Antiguas, in Soc. Mex. Geog., Boldin, 2da 
époea, tom. i., ]»|>. 818-27.
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pçt-under requisition by them. ... In this part of the 
country no trace of iron or copper tools has ever come 
under my notice. Their implements of husbandry 
and war were of hard stone, but generally of obsidian 
and of wood. The small mounds of stones near their 
habitations have the form of a parallelogram, and are 
not over twenty-seven inches high. Their length is 
from five to twelve yards, their width from" two to 
four. Un searching into them nothing is found. A 
second class of mounds is round, in the form of a cone, 
always standing singly. They are built of loose 
stones and earth, and of various sizes; some as high 
as five yards, with a diameter of from five to twenty 
yards. Excavation made in them brought to light a 
large pot of burned clay filled with ashes, but in gen­
eral nothing is found. The third class of mounds, 
also built of loose stones and earth, have the form of 
a parallelogram, whose smaller sides look east and 
west, and are from five to six yards high, terminating 
at the top in a level space of from three to five yards 
in width, the base being from eight to twelve yards. 
They are found from fifteen to two hundred yards 
long. Sometimes several are united, forming a hol­
low square, which must have been used as a fortress.
( Ithers again have their outer surface made of ma­
sonry, but still the inside is tilled up with loose stones 
and earth. Near river-beds, where stones are verv 
abundant, these tumuli are largest. Principally in 
this latter class, idols, implements of husbandry and 
war are discovered, sometimes lying quite loose, and 
at others imbedded in hollow square boxes made of 
masonry. The last-described mounds form the transi­
tion to those constructions which are altogether built 
of solid masonry .. . ( )ne peculiarity of the last-men­
tioned ruins is, that they are all constructed at the 
junction of two ravines, and used as fortresses, on 
account of their impregnability. Most of the larger 
barrancas have precipitous sides from three hundred 
to one thousand feet deep, which guarded the inliabi-
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tants on their flank, so that nothing more was ré- 
quired than to build a wall, leaving a small entrance 
in the middle, as a passage, which could be barricaded 
in time of war.. ..Such constructions can be seen to 
this day in tolerable good condition. The interior of 
these fortified inclosures is in general large, sometimes 
holding from four to five square miles, and could be 
put under cultivation in case of a siege. The wall is 
in general from four to five yards high, and has on 
the inside terraces with steps to lead to the top. At 
other places there is a series of semicircular walls, the 
front one lower than the following, and a passage be­
tween each to permit one person at a time to pass 
from one to the other. The innermost wall is some­
times perforated with loopholes through which arrows 
could lie thrown. Quite a number of ruins are found 
inside the fortification, as mounds, altars, good level 
roads with a foundation of mortar. Most of these 
monuments have good preserved steps leading to the 
top. In some very small pots of burning clay are 
found filled with ashes.”8

The preceding quotations are sufficient to give a 
clear idea of the ruins in their general features, and 
leave otdy such particular remains as have been made 
known through the labors of different explorers to be 
described. Some ten or twelve of the peculiar forti­
fied places alluded to above have been more or less 
fully described, but as there is no even tolerably ac­
curate topographical map of this region, it is utterly 
impossible to locate them. Each stream, ravine, 
bluff, hill, and mountain of all the labyrinth, has its 
local name; indeed, some of them seem to have two 
or three, but most of them have no place on the 
maps. It is consequently (quite possible that the 
same ruins have been described under more than one 
name. 1 shall present each group as it is described

8 Finch, in Smithsonian Kept., 1870, pp. 373-5. Mr Tvlor, in traveling 
northward towards Jalapa, speaks of ‘numerous remains of ancient Indian 
mound-forts or temples which we passed on the road.’ Anahuac, p. 312.

Vol. IV. 28
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by the explorer, giving when possible the distance 
and bearing from some point laid down on the map 
which accompanies this volume.

Before treating of these ruins, however, I shall 
mention some miscellaneous relics, from the region 
under consideration, found at well-known towns, or 
in their vicinity. Colonel Albert S. Evans dug two 
terra-cotta images from a grave at Medellin, about 
eight miles south-west of Vera Cruz, in 18Gi). They 
seem to represent a male and female, and are now in 
the collection of Mr C. 1). Voy, of Oakland, Cali­
fornia. Near the same town, on the Bio Jamapa, 
are to be seen, Brasseur tells us, the ruins of one of 
the two ancient cities called Xicalanco ; and also that 
the traces of an ancient city may yet be seen under 
the water between the city of Vera Cruz and the 
fort of San Juan de Ulloa.9 About forty-five miles 
south-east of Cordova, between that town and the 
bridge over the Bio Blanco, Dupaix found a hard 
stone of dark blue color, artificially worked into an 
irregular spherical form, about six feet in diameter, 
and so carefully balanced that it could be made to 
vibrate by a slight touch. A number of small shal­
low holes were formed on the surface. A similar 
stone is placed two leagues to the eastward, and they 
are supposed by Dupaix to have served as boundary 
marks. Teololinga is the name by which the natives 
call them.10 Also in the neighborhood of Cordova, at 
Amatlan de los Reyes, certain traces of a temple are

9 Brasseur de Bourbourg, Palcnqué, p. 33. ‘ Chair,hiuheuecan, ou le 
pays des coquilles vertes. On voit encore des débris de la ville de ce nom, 
sous les eaux qui s’étendent de la ville de la Véra Cruz au château de San- 
Juan-de-Ulloa.’ Id., Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. i., p. 143. Ruins of the ordi­
nary type are reported outside the triangular area, in the Sierra de Matla- 
quiahuitl or del (1 allego, running south from the Rio Jamapa to San Juan 
de la Punta. Sartorius, in Soc. Mcx. Geoq,, Hole-tin. 2d a época, tom. i.,
p. 820.

10 Dupaix, 1st exped., pp. 7-8, pi. viii., fig. 8; Kingsborough, vol. v., p. 
214, vol. vi., p. 425. vol. iv., pi. iv., fig. 10; Lenoir, in Antiq. Mex., p. 28. 
Kingsltorough’s text represents this relic as lti leagues from Orizavâ in­
stead of Cordova.
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vaguely mentioned by the same traveler ; and on a 
wooded hillside near by is a cave, iry which have been 
found fragments of carved stone and pottery, includ­
ing a squatting trunk and legs, and a head carved 
front the same kind of stone that constitutes the walls 
of the cave. The latter relic is shown in the cut.

Stone head from Amatlan.

The form of the head seems to have nothing in com­
mon with the ordinary aboriginal type.11

At Orizava two relics were seen, one of them a tri­
angular stone five feet thick and ninety feet in circum­
ference, used in modern times as the Hoor of a native’s 
cabin. On one of the triangular surfaces was incised 
in rude outline a colossal human figure twenty-seven 
feet high, standing with legs spread apart and anns 
outstretched. A girdle appears at the waist, plumes 
decorate the head, and the mouth is wide open. On 
one side a fish stands on its tail ; on the other is a rab­
bit with ten small circles, very likely expressing some 
date after the Aztec manner,—ten tochtli. Some 
carvings not described were noticed on the edges also.

11 Dupaix, 1st exped., p. 7, pi. vi., vit, fig. fi, 7; Kingsborough, vol. v , 
pp. 213-14, vol. vi., pp. 424-5, vol. iv., pi. iv., tig. 8, 9; Lenoir, in Anliq. 
Mcjc., tom. ii.,div. i., pp. 22, 27-8.

96
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The other relic was a kind of yoke carved from green 
jasper and supposed to have been used in connection with 
the Aztec sacrifices. It is shown in the cut according

Sacrificial Yoke from Orizava.

to Castaneda’s drawing. The original yoke was car­
ried by Dupaix to Mexico and deposited in one of the 
antiquarian collections there, where it was afterwards 
sketched by Mayer and Gondra.12 Near Jalapa, Ri- 
vera states that a serpent fifteen feet long and nine 
feet broad, may be seen carved in the rock.13 Half 
a day’s journey from Vera Cruz towards Mexico, 
at a point which he calls Rinconado, Robert Tomson 
saw “a great pinacle made of lime and stone, fast 
by a riuer side, where the Indians were wont to doe 
their sacrifices vnto their gods.”14 About the location 
of Cempoala, a famous city in the time of the Con­
quest, there has been much discussion. Lorenzana 
says that the place “still retains the same name; it is 
situated four leagues from Vera Cruz, and the extent 
of its ruins indicates its former greatness.” Rivera

Dupaix, 1st expedy p. 5, pi. iv-v., fig. 4-5; Kingaborough, vol. v., pp. 
212-13, vol. vi., pp. 425-4; vol. iv., pi. iii., tig. G—7; Lenoir, pp. 18,22, 
26-7 /

13 Historia de Jalapa, Mex. 1869, tom. i., p. 7.
14 Hakluyt's V/y>} vol. iii., p. 458.
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tells us, however, that “to-day not even the ruins of 
this capital of the Totonac power remain,” although 
some human bones have been dug up about its site.16

Passing now to the labyrinth of ruins within the 
triangular area extending from the peaks of Orizava 
and Perote to the coast, J begin with those in the 
vicinity of the Puente Nacional, where the road from 
Vera Cruz to Jalapa crosses the Rio de la Antigua. 
These remains are located on the summit of a forest- 
covered hill over a hundred feet high, on the bank of 
the river some two leagues from the bridge. They 
were discovered in 1819 or 1820 by a priest named 
Cabeza de Vaea, and in November, 1843, J. M. Es­
tera, to whom the priest related his discovery, made 
an exploration, and as a result published a description 
with two plates in the Museo Mexicano. On the un­
even surface of the hill-top stands a pyramid of very 
peculiar form, shown in the cut, which is an ichno-

Pyramid near Puente Naeional.

11 Note in Cortfs, Despatch™, p. 30; Rivera, Hist. Jalapa, Mex., 18f>9, 
tom. i , p. 30. ('einjHiala is located on some maps on the coast a few 
league» north of \ era Cruz; there is also a town of the name in Mexico.
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graphic plan of the structure. It is built of stone 
and mortar, the former probably in hewn blocks, 
although the text is not clear on this point. The 
height varies from thirty-three to forty-two feet, ac­
cording to the inequalities of the ground. The cir­
cumference is not far from three hundred English feet, 
while the summit platform measures about fifty-five 
by forty-four feet. On all sides except the eastern 
the slope is divided into six stories, or steps, about 
one foot wide and seven feet high at the base but 
diminishing towards the top, making the ascent much 
steeper than that of most aboriginal pyramids that 
we''have met hitherto. The eastern side is all taken 
up by a stairway about sixty-three feet wide, consist­
ing of thirty-four steps. This stairway, as is more 
clearly shown in Esteva’s view of this side than in 
my cut, is arranged in the form of a cross.

On the western base is the entrance to a gallery 
which penetrates the body of the pyramid ; it was 
obstructed by fallen stones, but Esteva succeeded in 
exploring the passage far enough to convince himself 
that thé interior was divided into several apartments. 
At some distance from the pyramid were noticed the 
foundations of a ’wall.18

Mr Lyon mentions the existence of ruins—which 
he did not visit—in this vicinity on the edge of a 
plateau, at the north side of the valley, about a mile 
and a half to the right of the road, and only a short 
distance from Paso de Ovejas. “All that remains 
are the traces of streets and inclosures, and an as-

l* Esteva, in Museo Met., tom. ii., pp. 468-7, with plan and view. Re­
specting the circumference of the structure, Esteva’s text says: ‘la media 
circunferencia de la base, tomada desde el escalon 6 cuerpo A. B. C., (let­
ters which do Hut appear in his plate) pues mas abaio no se podia toniar 
con esactitud, es de ciento cincuentaytoeis piés Castellanos.1 I have taken 
the circumference from the plan. The material Esteva states to he ‘cal, 
arena, y piedras glandes del rio,’ but the view indicates that hewn stone is 
employed, or at least that the whole structure is covered with a smooth 
coating of cement in perfect preservation. Esteva’s account is also pub­
lished in the Diccionario Unie, de Geog., tom. x., pp. 166-8, and a slight 
description from,the same source in Mayer's Met. Aztec, etc., vol. ii., pp- 
203-1.
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semblagé'of pyramidical elevations of earth and stones 
of various sizes, some of them forty feet in hight.” 
Sr Sartorius reports very extensive ruins on the right 
bank of the Antigua, some leagues west of Conso- 
quitla, near Tuzamapa, from the material of which 
the ‘puerite nacional’ was constructed. An old na­
tive also reported that a spiral stairway formerly led 
down tO the bottom of the barranca. Whether the 
two groups of ruins last- mentioned are identical with 
that described by Esteva, it is impossible to deter­
mine; quite likely they are 'distinct remains.17

Some tjveoty-five or thirty miles northward from 
Côrdova, in the vicinity of Huatusco, and stretching 
northward from that town, is a line of fortified places, 
nearly every junction of two ravines bearing more or 
less extensive remains. One of the most extensive 
of these works is ,that known as Centla, a few leagues 
north-east of Huatusco. The ruins are said to have 
been discovered by rancheros in 1821. Ignacio Iberri 
saw them in 1826, but published no description. 
An explorer whose name is not given visited the lo­
cality in 1832, and furnished information from which 
Sr Gondra published an account, illustrated with 
plates, in 1837. Sr Sartorius made an exploration 
of Centla in 1833, but his description, also accom­
panied with plates, was not published until 1869.1*

*’ Lyon'I Journal, vol. ii.. p. 209; Sartoriut, in Soc Mex Grog., Bole- 
tin, 2da (Spoca, tom. i., p. 826. Mtthlenpfordt, Mcj., torn, ii., p. 89, also 
mentions the Paso de Ovejas remains.

11 Iberri, in Museo Hex., tom. iii., p. 23. Gondra’s account in Motaieo 
Mex., tom. ii., pp. 368-72, with two views and a plan. Sartorius’ descrip­
tion in Soc. Mex. Geog., Boletin, 2da época, tom. t., pp. 821-2, tom. ik, p. 
148, with two views apparently the same as by Gondra, an additional side 
and front view of a pyramid, and a plan which I «ears no likeness to Gon­
dra’s, representing perhaps a different part of the ruins. According to this 
author the ruins were first made known in 1829 or 1830. The two accounts 
are very perplexing to the student, sometimes resembling each other so 
closely that one is ready to believe that Sartorius was the explorer from 
whom Gondra obtained nia information and drawings, in other |>arts so dif­
ferent as to indicate that different mins are referred to. I am inclined to 
Is'lieve that Gondra’s information did in part refer to some other ruin in 
the same region. Gondra’s account is also printed in IHccionario Unir. 
Grog., tom. ix., pp. 56.1-8. Brief mention in Rivera, Hint. Jalapa, Mex. 
1869, tom. i., pp. 389-90.
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Two ravines, running from east to west, with pre­
cipitous sides from three hundred to a thousand feet 
high, approach so near to each other as to leave only 
space for a passage about three feet wide, and this 
narrow pass is made still stronger by protecting walls 
not particularly described. The barrancas then di­
verge and again converge, forming an oval table of 
about four hundred acres, across which, from east to 
west is excavated a ditch, or protected road, about 
seventeen feet wide and from eight to eleven feet 
deep, leading to the second narrow pass, where the 
ravines again approach each other.”

This second pass is about twenty-eight feet wide 
from the brink of the northern to that of the south­
ern precipice.” This pass is fortified by defensive 
works of the strongest character, the plan of which is 
shown in the cut on the following page. The only 
entrance is through the narrow passage only three 
feet wide, shown by the arrows, beginning at the 
southern brink, passing between two stone pyramids, 
A, and E, D, C, and then along the northern brink 
to the plateau beyond, the issue into the latter bein^, 
guarded additionally by three smaller pyramids. The 
chief pyramid on the right of the entrance is built of 
stone and mortar in three stories,. or terraces, C, D 
and E, resjiectin^the arrangement of which the plan21 

is not altogether satisfactory ; but each story is reached 
by a stairway on the east, and on the summit ajjv 
parapets pierced with loopholes for the discharge of 
weapons. This structure is also flanked on the south, 
where the descent for a short distance is less precipi­
tous than elsewhere, by a terraced wall at B. The 
left hand fortification, A, is described by Gondra as a 
simple wall, but according to Sartorius and the plan 
it is also a pyramid, with stairway on the east and

11 Respecting the first narrow pass, the oval table, and the ditch, Sarto­
rius says nothing. He mentions such a ditch, however, in connection with / 
the ruins of Tlacotepee, as we shall see. It is quite possible that the fea­
tures mentioned do not lielong to Centla at all.

M 10 varaa according to Sartorius ; (tondra savs 18.
11 Copied from Sartorius, with the addition of the shading only.
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parapets on the summit. It has apparently only one 
story, and is lower than its companion, but its front 
hits an additional protection in the form of a ditch 
eleven feet wide and five and a half feet deep, exca­
vated in the solid rock, the position of which is shown 
by the dotted line a, a.”

Beyond the narrow fortified pass that has been
“ Tine view* given by Gondra and Sartoriua are of the pyramid A, from 

the east, and of the terrace wall* at B, from the we*t. The latter also 
gives a view of the small pyramid 6, from the north. The plan given by 
uondra hears no resemblance to the other. It may represent ruins in other 
]>arts of the plateau ; it may be a faulty representation made up from the 
explorer’s description of the works that have been described; or, what is, 
1 think, more probable, it may refer to some other group of ruins in the 
vicinity. It represents a collection of pyramids and buildings, bounded 
on both the east and west by walls, one of which has an entrance dose to 
the brink of the precipice, while the other had no opening till one was 
made by the modern settlers.
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described, the southern ravine again diverges and 
forms a semicircle before joining that on the north, 
forming thus a peninsular plateau a mile and a half 
long, and somewhat less than three (juarters of a mile 
wide, covered with soil of great fertility, and divided 
in two parts by the waters of a spring, whose waters 
flow through the centre. Since its discovery this fer­
tile table has been settled and cultivated by modern 
farmers, some twenty families of whom—whether 
native or Spanish is not stated—were living here in 
1832. The whole surface was covered with traces of 
its former inhabitaftts, but most of the monuments in 
the cultivated portions have been destroyed by the 
settlers, who used the stones for buildings and fences. 
In other parts, covered with a forest at the time of 
exploration, extensive remains were found in good 
preservation, besides the fortresses at the entrance. 
Pyramids of different dimensions, standing singly and 
in groups, together with foundations of houses and 
sculptured fragments, were scattered in every direc­
tion enveloped in the forest growth.

The pyramids are all built of rough stones, clay, 
and earth, faced on the outside with hewn blocks 
from eighteen inches to two feet long, laid in mortar. 
The stone seems to have been brought from the bot­
tom of the ravines, and it is said that no lime is pro­
curable within a distance of fifteen or twenty miles, 
Sartorius gives a plate representing one of the pyra­
mids, which he states to be a type of all those at 
Centla, and indeed of all in this region, and which is 
copidd in the cut. The stairways are generally on

5555Æ5

Type of Pyramids at Centla.
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the west, and the niches at the sides are represented 
as having arched tops and as occupied by idols. 
Some of the smaller mounds have been found to con­
tain human skeletons lying north and south, and from 
one of them a farmer claimed to have dug a number 
of green stone Iteads. Sartorius claims to have found 
in connection with one of the pyramids an altar hav­
ing a concavity on the top, and a canal leading to a 
receptacle at the foot of the mound ; he also mentions 
a very elegant vase, six by four inches, found under 
a stone flag, near the altar. Gondra speaks of a large 
square or court, level and covered with a coat of hard 
polished cement ; he also claims that six columns of 
stone and mortar were seen, twelve feet high, stand­
ing at the bottom of a ravine.

Dupaix in his first exploring tour visited Huatusco, 
and states that at a distance of half a league down 
the river from the modern town was found a group of 
ruins known as the Pueblo Viejo. These ruins were 
on the slope of a hill, and on the summit stood the 
pyramid shown in the cut, known as El Castillo. The

mm

El Castillo at Huatusco.

height of this Castle is about sixty-six feet, and ac­
cording to Dupaix’s text the base is two hundred and
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twenty-one feet .square, but, according to Castafieda’s 
drawing, copied above, each side is not over seventy- 
five feet.” The foundation, or pyramid proper, is 
built in three stories, being about thirty-seven feet 
high. A broad stairway, with solid balustrade, leads 
up the western front. On the summit platform stands 
a building in three stories, with walls about eight feet 
thick, which; at least on the exterior, are not perpen­
dicular but slope inward. The lower story has but 
one doorway, that at the head of the stairway; it 
forms a single hall, in the centre of which are three 
pillars, which sustained the beams of the floor alwve, 
pieces of the beams being yet visible. The two upper 
stories seem "to have had no doors or windows. l)u- 
paix says that on the summit was a platform three 
feet thick, yet as the roof was fallen, he probably had 
little or no authority for the statement. The interior 
of the whole structure was a rubble of stone and mor­
tar, and the facing of hewn blocks regularly laid. 
The whole exterior surface, at least of the superim­
posed structure, was covered with a polished coating 
of plaster, and a peculiar ornament is seen in each 
side of the second story, in the form of a large panel, 
containing regular rows of round stones imbedded in 
the wall. El Castillo, if we may credit Dupaix’s ac­
count of it, must be regarded as a very important 
monument of Nahua antiquity, by reason of the edi­
fice, in a tolerable state of preservation, found on the 
summit of the pyramid. These upper structures with 
interior apartments have in most instances entirely 
disappeared. In connection with these ruins Dupaix 
found a coiled serpent carved from hard stone ; a frag­
ment of terra-cotta with decorations in relief ; and a 
fancifully modeled skull, the material of which is not 
stated.14

” ‘Ochenta varas en cuadro.’ Perhaps it should read feel instead of 
vara*. The plate makes the front slightly over ‘24 varae.

M Du/mix, 1st exped., pp. 8-9, pi. ix-ii., 6g. 9-12; Kingeborougk, vol. 
y., pp. 215-16, vol. vi., pp. 425-6, vol. iv., pi. v-vi., fig. 11-15. The skull 
is mentioned and sketched only in Kiugsborough’s edition. Lenoir, pp. 23,



Sartorius mentions a ‘castle,’ with towers and teo- 
callis, situated on a frightful cliff between two barran-» 
cas, three leagues from Huatusco, distinct from Centla, 
and some leagues further southward.11 Clavigero says 
that in his tune the ancient fortress of Quauhtochco, 
or (Juatusco, was still standing, surrounded with lofty 
walls of solid stone, which could only l>e entered by 
means of many high and narrow steps.” Sr Iberri 
applies the name El Caitillo to the ruins visited by 
him in 1826, but it is evident from his slight descrip­
tion that he refers to Centla.17 It is clear that at 
least two and probably more groups of remains are 
indicated by the different authorities cited.

The following are mentioned as the localities of 
undescrilied ruins, several of them belonging to what 
seems to be a line of ancient fortifications extending 
northward from the vicinity of Huatusco: Cotastla, 
Matlaluca, Capulapa, Tlapala, Poxtla, Xicuintla, and 
Uhistla.” The fortress of Tlacbtepec is located four 
leagues east of Jolutla, between the Rio de la An­
tigua and Paso de Ovejas, six thousand varas west of 
and a quarter of a league above, the houses of the 
hacienda of Mirador, separated by a deep ravine 
from San Martin on the south—a location which 
might possibly be clear enough with the aid of a 
good map, or to a person perfectly familiar with the 
topography of the country. The position of the 
fortified plateau is similar to that of Centla, and a 
ditch, generally fourteen feet deep and from six­
teen to eighteen feet wide, leads over the hills for 
several leagues to the entrance of the plateau. This

29. Slight mention of these mins from Dnpaix, in Motaieo Afar., tom. ii., pp. 
373—4; Klemm, Cultur-Getchichie, tom. v., p. 157 ; Warden, in Antiq. Mex., 
tom. ii., pp. 67-8.

M Soe. Mex. G eon., /Metin', 2da época, tom. i., p. 821.
* Storm Ant. du Musico, tom. ii., p. 150; BradfordAmer. Antiq., p. 

104.
n Muteo Mex., tom. iii., p. 23.
* Soc. Mex. Geog., Boldin, 2da época, tom. i., p. 822; Motaieo Mex., tom. 

ii., pp. 368, 372; Smit/uonian Sept., 1870, p. 374.
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ditch, however, seems only to be excavated in the 
earth, and disappears in several places where the 
solid rock is encountered.” j\t the terminus, towards 
the fortifications, the ditch widens into a rectan­
gular excavation, one hundred and eight by two 
hundred and seventy-six feet, surrounded with an 
embankment formed of the earth thrown out. The 
defensive works which guard the passage l>etween 
the ravines, and the extensive ruins of temples and 
dwellings on the plateau beyond, are descril>ed only 
by Sartorius, and his text, plan, and sketch, all fail 
to convey any clear notion respecting the arrange­
ment and details of these remains. The following, 
however, are the principal features noted :—A wall 
twenty-eight feet high across the entrance to the 
plateau; two small towers in pyramidal form on the 
narrow pass ; a bùilding called the castle, apparently 
somewhat similar to the fortifications at Centla; a 
line of pyramids, serving as a second line of defense; 
a ditch excavated in the solid rock ; another group of 
pyramids protected by a semicircular wall ; an exca­
vation apparently intended as a reservoir for water, 
covering two thousand square yards, the bottom of 
which is literally covered with fragments of ]>ottery, 
and on the banks of which are the foundations of 
many dwellings; a number of temple pyramids, like 
the type at Centla shown in a preceding cut, one of 
them lining the so-called blood-canal; an earthen 
receptacles at the foot of the altar, filled with earth, 
in which tvere found two human skulls; the founda­
tions of an edifice two hundred yards long, having 
along its whole length “a corridor of cement with 
hewn stone at its sides, forming one or two steps;” a 
small pyramid formed from the living rock of the 
cliff, at the very edge of the precipice where the ra­
vines meet; and finally, arrow-heads, lance-heads, and 
knives of obsidian, which are found at every step,

" Thin may possibly be the ditch referred to by Gondra in his account 
of Centla.
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and are even dug up from^ under the roots of large 
trees.”

A few leagues eastward from Tlacotepec on the 
same barranca, are two forts known as Palmillas, sep-" 
Crated by a deep ravine. One of them was used by 
the Mexican forces under General Victoria in the war 
of independence; the other has the remains of an 

* aqueduct which brought water from a point over a 
league distant.” At Zacuapan, near Mirador, and 
five leagues from Huatusco, according to Heller, are 
remains of the ordinary type, including terraced walls, 
parapets with loopholes, a plaza with plastered pave­
ment in the centre of which stands a pyramid, a 
cubical structure or altar on the very verge of the 
precipice, and the usual scattered pottery and imple­
ments. Six miles south of Mirador the same traveler 
mentions some baths, on a rock near which is the in­
scription shown in the cut.” Also in the vicinity of

0/
#

Rock Inscription at Atliara.

Mirador, at the junction of two tributaries of the 
Santa Maria, is the fortress of Consoquitla, similar to 
the others. A line of plastered pyramidal structures 
is mentioned, in one of the smallest of which was a tomb

M Sarioritu, in Soc. Mfx. Grog., Boletin, 2da época, tom. i., pp. 822-4, 
with plan and view, the latter giving no information.

s* Id., p. 824.
11 Uelltr, Reiitn, pp. 61, 72-3, 76-7, with cut.



448 ANTIQUITIES OF VBRA CRUZ.

three by six feet lying north and south and covered 
with large stone flags. Within the tomb was a skel­
eton, together with earthen boxes filled with arrow­
heads and bird-bones. Some large idols are also said 
to have been found here, and on the summit platform 
of some of the pyramids were the marks of upright 
beams, which seem to have supported wooden build­
ings.83 Calcahualco, ‘ruined houses,’ is also on one of 
the tributaries of the Santa Maria. A parapeted 
wall fifty-five feet long protects the entrance, and 
could only be crossed by the aid of ropes or ladders. 
The wall seems to stand in an excavation, so that its 
top is about on a level with the original surface of the 
plateau. Within the fortifications is a large pyramid 
surrounded by smaller ones and by the foundations of 
houses ; and another] excavation, a hundred yards long 
and twenty-five in width, is vaguely mentioned as of 
unknown use. A mile and a half further south-east 
are some ruins in the bottom of a ravine. A wall 
nine feet high rises from the water’s edge, and on it 
stand a row of round monolithic columns, which seem 
to have supported a s^one architrave.81 Mr Tylor no­
ticed some remains by the roadside, at the eastern foot 
of Urizava, as he was traveling towards San Antonio 
de Abajo.”

Northward from the triangular area, the remains 
of which 1 have described, ruins seem to be no less 
abundant, and accounts of them no less unsatisfactory. 
The remains known by the name of Misantla, from 
a modern pueblo near by, are located some twenty- 
five or thirty miles north-eastward of Jalapa, near the 
headwaters of the Rio Bobos. They are sometimes 
called Monte Real, from the name of one of the hills 
in the vicinity. They were discovered accidentally 
by men searching for lost goats, and visited by Jda-

” Sartoriut, in Sor. Mrx. Orna, Boletin, 2da época, tom. i., fip. 826-6.
M Id., pp. 821, 824-5, with a sketch which amounts to nothing.
w A min liar, p. 297.



RUINS OF MISANTLA. 448

riano Jaimes in 1836 ; in October of the same year, I. 
R. Uondra, from information furnished by the discov­
erers and Jaimes, and from certain newspaper ac­
counts, wrote and published a very perplexing descrip­
tion, illustrated with a plan and two views. In the 
same or the following year J. I. Iberri made an otticial 
exploration of Misantla, or Monte Real, and his re­
port, also illustrated with many plates, and rivaling 
that of Gondra in its unsatisfactory nature, was pub­
lished in 1844. Not only are the two accounts indi­
vidually to a great extent unintelligible, but neither 
they nor their accompanying illustrations seem to have 
any well-defined resemblance to each other.”

The site of the ruins seems to be a ravine-bounded 
plateau, somewhat similar to those already described, 
the approach to which is guarded by a wall. This 
wall extends not only across the pass, hut down one 
of the slimes, which is not so steep as to be naturally 
inaccessible to an enemy. According to Iberri the 
wall is a natural vein of porphyry, artificially cut 
down in some parts, and built up by the addition of 
blocks of stone in others, measuring three yards high

36 Mosaico Mcx., tom. i., pp. 102-5. Gondra'a account of the location 
i» a* follow»: ‘ En la aerrania al Norte de Jalnpn, y distante dcaqtiella ciu- 
dad de die* à onre légua», ae encuentrn en el canton de Misantla el eerro 
llamado del Katillero, à cuva falda ae deecubre una montafta terminada por 
ana me»eta muy angoata, de cerca de légua y media de largo, y aialada por 
barrancoa profundus y ncantiladoa, y por deapeiiaderoa inaccessibles; rode- 
a<la [air loa cerroa del Katillem, Magdalen ilia, el Chamuacado, el Vamaron 
y el Conejo (air la parte del Oeate; por el Monte Real dcia el Hate, y lo 
matante jair la elevada cueata de M iaantla..._. La linica parte algo acecaible 
luira subir b la meaeta de la montafia donde ac hallali las ruina», eatb âcia 
la falda del Katillero.... Ai comenzar la meaeta, hajando por la falda del 
eerro del Katillero, lo primero que ae observa ea un paredon demolido 
heelio de grueeaa piedraa,* etc. Gondra'a account wa» reprinted in the Soc. 
Mue. Geog., Dole till, toip. ii., p. 220-3. Iberri’» account ia found in the 
Museo &t«x., loin, iii., pp. 21-4. Respecting the location heaaya:—‘El 
ccrro conocido de la Magdalena, degradando an altura en picoa porfiriticoa 
que afectan tiguraa rouira» 6 piramidalea,... .forma un grupo de niontafiaa 
suinameute eacabroaaa, que ae dividen como radios en ramas estrecliadaa 
pur barrancas profunda» y escarpadas de la'irfido.... En una de estas ramas 
se hallan las referidaa ruinas, cuya entrait» esta cerrada por un muro,’ etc. 
Account made up from Gondra, with cut probably from same source in 
Moyer's Mcx. Aztec, vol. ii., pp. 200-3; la., Mcx. as it H as, pp. 250-1. 
Slight mention by Miihlenpfordt, Mej., tom. ii., p. 88, who think» the ruin 
may be identical with that of Tuaapan. Same account in MexicanitcÀt 
Zustande, tom. i., p. 142.

Vol. IV. »
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and two in width. The same explorer, after passing 
the wall and climbing with much ditticulty to a jmint 
about two hundred and fifty feet higher, found a 
pyramid standing on a terraced hill, on the terraces 
of which were various traces of houses and fortifica­
tions. - The pyramid was built of porphyry and basalt 
in blocks of different sizes, laid in mortar, was thirty 
three feet square at the base and seventeen feet high, 
and had a narrow stairway on one side at least. On 
the summit platform were traces of apartments of 
rough stones and mortar ; also a canal nine inches 
square, leading to the exterior. The first wall men­
tioned by Gondra in the approach to the ruins, was 
one of large stones in poor mortar, mostly fallen ; it 
seemed to form a part of walls that bounded a plaza 
of nearly circular form, in the centre of which stcxxl 
the pyramid. This edifice was forty-seven by forty- 
one feet at the base, twenty-eight feet high, and 
was built in three stories; the lower story had a cen­
tral stairway on the front, the second had stairways 
on the sides, while on the third story the steps were 
in the rear. There are also some traces of a stairway 
on the front of the second story. The whole surface 
is covered with trees, one of which is described as 
being about fourteen feet high, and over eight feet in 
diameter. The only resemblance in the two views of 
this pyramid, is the representation of a tree on the 
summit in each ; between the two plans there is not 
the slightest likeness; and so far as Iberri’s third 
figure is concerned, it seems to resemble nothing in 
heaven above, the earth beneath, or the waters un­
der the earth. Both authors agree on the exist­
ence of many house-foundations of stone without 
mortar, extending the whole length of the plateau. 
According to Iberri these houses were eleven by 
twenty-two feet, some of them divided in several 
apartments, standing on the terraces of the hill, only 
a foot and a half apart, along regular streets about 
six feet wide. The walls are of hewn stone without
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mortar, and none remained standing over three feet 
high. Gondra represents the houses as extending in 
three and four straight and parallel rows for over two 
miles on the plateau, with a wall of masonry running 
the whole length on the south. At various points on 
the summit and slopes of the hill tombs are found, 
containing seated skeletons and relics of obsidian and 
pottery. One of these tombs, as represented by 
(iondra, is shown in the cut, in which the arched 
doorway has a very suspicious look.

Tomb at Misantla.

The miscellaneous relics found in connection with 
the ruins and in the tombs include pottery, metates, 
slabs with sculptured grecques, hieroglyphics, and 
human figures in relief, stone images of different 
sizes up to eighteen inches, representing human 
figures seated with elbows on the knees, and head 
raised; and finally an obsidian tube, a foot in diam­
eter and eighteen inches long, very perfectly turned, 
together with similar earthen tubes with interior 
compartments. Such is all the information 1 am 
able to glean from the published accounts and plates 
respecting Misantla, in the vicinity of which town 
other groups of ruins are very vaguely mentioned.

In the same range of mountains, in the district of 
Jalancingo, walls of hewn stone, with well-preserved 
subterranean structures containing household idols, 
are mentioned as existing at Mescalteco; also some 
remains at Pueblo Viejo and Jorse, those of the 
latter including a remarkable stone statue of marble. 
This reported relic is said to have represented a

M We
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naked woman clasping a bird in her arms. The 
lower parts of the woman are missing, and the bird 
much mutilated, but the prefect of Jalancingo says 
in his report, “it would be easy to complete the 
figure into Jupiter-swan fondling Lfeda.”37

About a hundred and fifty miles north-westward 
from Vera Cruz, fifty miles in the same direction 
from the ruins of Misantla, forty-five miles from the 
coast, and four or five miles south-west from the 
pueblo of Papantla, stands the pyramid shown in 
the -cut,,' knoWn to the world by the name of the
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Pyramid of Papantla.

pueblo, Papantla, but called by the Totonac natives 
of the region, El Tajin, the ‘thunderbolt.’ It was 
accidentally discovered in March, 1785, by one Diego 
Ruiz, who was exploring this part of the county in 
an official capacity, with a view to prevent the illegal 
raising of tobacco; and from his report a description 
and copper-plate engraving were prepared and pul)

37 Muhlenp/ordt, Mejtom. ii., pp. 88-9; Mtxikanische Zusidnde, tom. 
i., pp. 14*2-3.
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lished in the Gaceta de Mexico.* Humboldt de­
scribed but did not visit the pyramid. He states 
that Dupaix and Castaneda explored and made draw­
ings of it, but neither description nor plates ap­
pear in the work of these travelers.® The German 
artist Nebel visited Papantla about 1831, and made 
a tine and doubtless perfectly accurate drawing, from 

1 which the cut which I have given has been copied.40
The pyramid stands in a dense forest, apparently 

not on a naturally or artificially fortified plateau like 
the çemains further south. Its base is square, meas­
uring a little over ninety feet on each side, and the 
height is about fifty-four /eet; the whole structure 
was built in seven stories, the upper story being par­
tially in ruins.41 Except the upper story, which seems

38 Gnrrfa de Mexico, July 12, 1785, tom. L, pp. 340-51. Location 'jior 
cl rumlm del I’oiiieute de este pueblo, A <1oh léguas de distancia, entre un 
esjieso liosque.’ This original account was printed later in Ih'ccionarto 
Cnir. Geog., tom. x , pp. 1*20-1; it was also translated into Italian, and 
printed in Marquez, Due Antichi Monumenti, Koine, 1804, p. 3, also ac­
companied by the plate.

39 Humboldt, Vues, tom. i., pp. 102-3; Id., Essai Pol., p. 274; Id., in 
Anfiq. Mex., tom. i., div. ii., p. 12. Humlsddt’s account translated by 
(iundra, in Prescott, Hist. Cony. Mes., tom. iii , pp. 30-40, says it is the 
forest that is called Taj in, that the ruin was discovered by hunters, and 
pronounces the plate in the Gaceta very faulty.

40 Xebel, Wage Pintoresco. The drawing is geometric rather than in 
in |K*rs|K*ctive, and the author’s descriptive text in a few details fails to 
agree exactly with it. José M. Ha usa gives a slight description in Soc. 
\l<s. Grog., Boletin, tom. v., p. 411, without stating the source of his in­
formation. He locates the ruin 2$ leagues south-west of the pueblo. This 
author states that Carlos M. Bustamante published a good account of the 
ruin in 1828, in \\\n Revoltijo de No/xilitos. Other accounts of Papantla 
made up from the preceding sources, are as follows: Movers Mcx. Aztec, 
vol. ii., np. 196-7, with cut after Nebel; Id., Mes. as it \Wis, pp. 248-9; 
I>I, in Srhoolaxift's Arch., vol. vi., p. 583, pi. xi. ; Baldwin's A nc. Amcr., 
pn 91 2; Ponders Mes. Gnat., tom. i., p. 227; Fosscy, Mes., pp. 317-18; 
liassel, Mes. Guat., pp. 238-9; Larinaudiert, Mrs. Guat., p. 45; De 
Berry, Travels, tom. ii., p. 237; BradfortTs Amer. Andy., pp. 79-80; 
Muhienpfordt, Mejico, tom. ii., p. 88; Mrxiranische Zustande, p. 142; 
Bingleys Trav., pp. 259 60; Amer. An tin. Soc., Transact., vol. i., p. 
256; Annin, Hentige Mex., pp. 90 7, with cut; Malte-Brun, Précis de 
la Gtog., torn, vi., j>. 462; Muller, Amcrikanische l’rreligionen, p. 459; 
Trust's Amer. Antiq., pp. 276-8; IVajytaus, Geog. Stat., p. 154; B tisons 
M>.r. and ifs Religion, np. 246-7.

41 The dimensions in NebeVs text are, 120 feet square and 85 feet high, 
which must lie an error, since the author says that the stairway in the plate 
may he used as a scale, each step being a foot; and measuring the struct­
ure hy that scale it would lie something over 90 feet square at the lmse and 
about 54 feet high. The Gaceta says that the base is 30 varas (83 Knglish 
feeti square, and the steps iu sight were 57 in number. Humboldt calls
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to have contained interior comparthients, the whole 
structure was, so far as known, solid. The material 
of which it was built is sandstone, in regularly cut 
blocks laid in mortar—although Humboldt, perhaps 
on the authority of Dupaix, says the material is por­
phyry in immense blocks covered with hieroglyphic 
sculpture—the whole covered on the exterior surface 
with a hard cement three inches thick, which also 
bears traces of having been painted. According to 
the account in the Gaceta, the stones that form the 
tops of the many niches shown in the cut are from 
five and a half to seven feet long, four to five and a 
half wide, and four to nine inches thick. Respecting 
the stairway nothing can be said in addition to what 
is shown in the cut. It leads up the eastern slope, 
and is the only means of ascent to the summit. It 
is divided by solid balustrades into five divisions, only 
two of which extend uninterruptedly to the upper 
story, while the central division can hardly have been 
used at all as a stairway.43

The niches shown in my cut extend entirelyxround 
the circumference of each story, except where inter­
rupted on the east by the stairways. Each niche is 
about three feet square and two feet deep, except 
those in the centre of the eastern front, which are 
smaller. Their whole number seems to have been 
three hundred and twenty-one, according to NebeVs 
plate, without including those that may have occurred 
on the seventh story.43

the pyramid 25 metres (82 feet) square and 18 mètres (50 feet) high, or, 
in Essai Pol., l(i to 20 mètres. Banna, Sor. Mcx. GcogBole tin, tom. v., 
p. 411, vails the height 03 feet, with 53 steps.

Itausa says the pyramid faces the north. The Gaceta account repre­
sents the stairway as 10 or 12 varas wide. The plate represents the lateral 
narrow stairways as single instead of double, and the niches as not extend­
ing entirely across the wide central stairway. Only six stories are shown 
in the plate, terminating in a summit platform on which stand two small 
altar-like structures at tlie head of the lateral stairways. Nebel speaks sim­
ply of a 'double stairway.’ Humboldt agrees with tne plate in tfie Gaceta.

43 The Garcta's text says 342, hut its own figures correctly added make 
the number 378 as is pointed out by Marquez; and the plate accompanying 
the same account makes the numl>cr 309. Fossey says 300 niches. Hum­
boldt made the numlter 378, which he supposed to relate to the signs of 
the Toltec civil calendar.

ANTIQUITIES OF VERA CRUZ.
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Only slight mention is made of any scattered or 
movable relics at Papantla. It is said that fragment^ 
of ruins are scattered over an area of half a league 
from the pyramid, but no exploration has been made. 
A small golden idol is reported by tiendra to have 
been found here, very like a terra-cotta image of Quet-* 
zalcoatl, from Culhuaean, of which a cut will be given 
in the next chapter. Bausa speaks of a stone trough 
found on the summit of the pyramid, ruins of houses 
in regular streets in the vicinity, and immense sculp­
tured blocks of stone.

Mr Nebel also visited another locality where re­
mains were discovered, south-eastward from Papantla 
towards the Tecolutla river, near the rancho of Ma- 
pilca. Here in a thick forest were several pyra­
mids in a very advanced stage of dilapidation and not 
described. There were also seen immense blocks of 
granite scattered in the forest. Thtfuyne sketched by 
Nebel and shown in the cut is twenty-one feet long,

Sculptured Granite Block—Mapilca.

and covered with ornamental scmpture in low relief: 
it rested on a kind hf pavement of irregular narWw 
stones. Another explorer, who saw the ruins in 1828, 
found the remains of twenty houses, one of them sev­
enty paces long, with walls still standing to the height 
of ten feet. Most of them were only six feet high, 
and the small amount of debris indicated that only 
part of the original height was of stone.44

On a low hill some forty miles west of Papantla,
41 Nebel, Viaye Pin tore sen ; Casse l, in Xouvtlles A nnales des Voy., 1830, 

tom. xlv , |i|>. 330-7; Mayers Mcx. Aztec, vol. ii., ]». 108; Id., Me.r. as it
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at the foot of the cordillera, enveloped in an almost 
impenetrable forest, is another group of ruins, called 
Tusapan, known oidy from the drawings and slight 
description of N^bel. The only structure which re­
mains standing is shown in the cut. It consists''of a

Pyramid of Tusapan.

pyramid thirty feet square at the base, and bearing a 
building in a tolerable state of preservation. Except 
the doorposts, lintels, and cornices, the whole struct­
ure is said to be built of irregular fragments of lime­
stone; but if this be true, it is evident from the 
drawing that the whole was covered with a smooth 
coat of plaster. The building on the summit contains 
a single apartment twelve feet square, with a door at 
the head of the stairway. The apartment contains a 
block, or pedestal, which may have served for an altar, 
or to support an idol; and it has a pointed ceiling 
similar in form to the exterior. It is unfortunate that 
we have no further details respecting this ceiling, 
since it would be interesting to know if it was formed 
by overlapping stones as in the Maya ruins, particu­
larly as this is one of the very few remaining speci­
mens of the aboriginal arch in Nahua territory. From 
the large number of stone blocks and other debris 
found in the vicinity it is supposed that the pyramid
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represented in the cut was not the grandest at Tusa- 
pan. Several filled-up wells, and numerous fragments 
of stone images of human and animal forms much 
mutilated were also noticed.

The water which supplied the aboriginal inhabi­
tants of the place, seems to have come from a spring 
located on the side of a precipitous mountain ; and at 
the base of the cliff, where the water reached the 
plain, was the very remarkable fountain shown in the 
cut, artificially shaped from the living rock. The cut

Fountain in the Living Rock—Tusapan.

'jÇsCSSütt*'-;,

is an exact fac-similé of Nobel’s plate, except that the 
surroundings, which add much to its interest, are 
necessarily omitted. I quote Nebel’s brief descrip-



458 ANTIQUITIES OF VERA CRUZ.

tion in full. “Among the ruins of Tusapan is found 
the grotesque fountain here represented. The whole 
monument consists of a statue nineteen feet high, 
sculptured in the living rock. The clothing indicates 
clearly a woman, seated, resting her head on the left 
arm, which is supported by her knee. The head 
seems to be adorned with feathers and precious stones. 
Among the plumes behind is a hollow intended to 
receive the waters of a neighboring spring (which no 
longer exists). The water ran through the whole fig­
ure and out under the petticoats in the most natural 
manner, whence it was conducted in a canal of hewn 
stone to the town near by.”46

The Mesa de Metlaltoyuca is on the Tuxpan River, 
alxiut twelve leagues south-west from the port of 
Tuxpan, twenty-two leagues north-east of Tulancingo, 
and probably in the state of Vera Cruz, although 
very near the boundary. The table-land is very 
extensive, and is covered throughout most of its ex­
tent by a thick forest. Juan ti. Campo, Sub-Prefect 
of Huauchinango, discovered a group of ruins here, 
and gave a description of his discoveries in a report 
dated June 27, 1865.46 His account is very general, 
alluding to the ruins of a great city, whose streets 
were paved with polished stones, a tine stone palace 
plastered and painted, all surrounded by a wall fif­
teen feet thick and ten feet high, with a great gate, 
covered way, stone bastions, etc., etc. Immediately 
after the publication of Campos report, Ramon Al- 
maraz, chief of a Mexican scientific commission, en­
gaged with other engineers in surveying for a road in 
this region, spent five days in the exploration of the 
ruined city, preparing plans and other drawings, and

41 Xebel, Viage Pintorescn; Mayer's Mer. Aztec, vol. ii., pp. 199-‘3lHi; 
Id., Mex. as it Was, pp. ‘247-8; Armin, Alte Mex., p. 43; Itausa, in >V- 
Me x. Ci eon., Boletin, tom. v., pp. 411-12, locates Tusapan 14 leagues south­
west of l*a|uuitlu.

46 The original of this report I have not seen; a translation, however, 
was published in the San Francisco Evening Bulletin, of Feb. 20, 1866.
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also taking some photographic views. His report, 
very far from being full and satisfactory, illustrated 
with several plates, was published in the government 
reports for the year mentioned.47

The name, Metlaltoyuca, according to Galicia Chi- 
malpopoea, signifies ‘place fortified with solid stones,’ 
but Sr Linares attributes to the word a different der­
ivation, and makes it mean ‘land of the maguey.’48 

Almaraz says: “A succinct account of the ruins 
might be given by saying that they consist of pyra­
mids built of hewn blocks of sandstone, partially 
covered with a good hydraulic cement, as will be 
seen by the chemical analysis which will be given,48 

and of some tumuli, and remains of edifices of slight 
elevation.” The arrangement of the remains is 
shown in the plan; only a few of the structures in-

Plan—Ruins of Metlaltoyuca.

dicated on the plan are mentioned in the description, 
and of those few very little is said. The space cov­
ered by the ruins is in rectangular form, about two 
hundred and fifty by five hundred yards, and is lo­
cated in the south-western portion of the mesa. The 
chief structure, a of the plan, stands at the north-

47 Mer., Mem. del Ministro del Fomtnto, 18(15, p. 2.34, etc. It was also 
published in a separate pamphlet. Almaraz, Mem. aeerea de las Terrcnos 
de Methdtoyura, pp. 28-33. Mention by (larda y (uImis, a companion of 
Almaraz, in Nor. Sfex. Geog., lioletin, 2da época, tom. i., p. 37.

48 ( himalpopoca, in Almaraz, Mem., p. 28; Linares, in Nor. Mex. Geog., 
lioletin, 3m época, tom. i., p. 103.

49 The analysis is as follows: quartzy sand, 31.00; silex, 13.(X); alumi- 
nia and iron, 2.00; carlwnate of lime, 48.00; magnesia, 2.80; moisture, 
lT(X); loss, 0.00. Almaraz, Mem,, p. 30.
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west comer, and its northern and western walls, four 
hundred and eighty-five and one hundred and ninety- 
four feet respectively, meet at an angle of 87° 30'; 
on the other sides the walls are irregular, forming 
many angles, and in the interior there are walls 
which divided the enclosed area into several compart­
ments. There are, according to the text, traces of 
walls, in some places five or six feet high, extending 
from the ends of the main structure and inclosing the 
other works, but not shown in the plan. 'Some steps 
and also water-tanks were found in connection with 
the corner walls. Campo also found two doors 
blocked up with stone slabs. There are several trun­
cated pyramids, the largest of which, at l>, is thirty- 
six feet high, and one hundred and thirty-one feet 
square at the base. It is built in six stories, and has 
traces of the buildings which formerly occupied its 
summit. All the structures are built of brick-shaped 
blocks of sandstone, very nicely cut, and laid in 
mud.”0 On the surface of the cement, which covers 
all the buildings to a thickness of over an inch, 
painted figures are seen.

A remarkable feature at Metlaltoyuca is the exist­
ence of the parallel mounds at c, of the plan. As 
nearly as can be ascertained from the drawings and

Section of a Mound—Metlaltoyuca.
50 ‘De las dimenaiones que naan hoy para barer los Arboles de tierra.’ 

I am unable to say what such dimensions amount to in English measure­
ment .

J
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text, they are about one hundred and forty feet long, 
twenty feet wide, and ten or twelve feet high. The 
interior is tilled witli loose stones and earth, and the 
surface is covered with somewhat irregular brick- 
shaped blocks, laid in mud or clay, and apparently cov­
ered with cement. The cut shows a transverse section 
of one of the mounds, and indicates a near approach 
to the principle of the regular key-stone arch, although 
as the interior was tilled to the top, there is no evi­
dence that the arch was intentionally self-supporting. 
Some traces of hieroglyphic paintings were found on 
the mortar which covered a part of these mounds.61

Something over two miles north-west of the ruins 
described, at the oidy point where the mesa is acces­
sible on the northern side, is a double stone wall 
guarding the passage. The outer wall is three or four 
hundred yards long, thirteen feet high, and fifty feet 
thick at the base, diminishing towards the top. The 
inner wall is of smaller dimensions. The same sys­
tem of defensive works is repeated on the opposite 
side of the mesa. The only movable relics found 
were, the figure of a female bearing a sculptured 
cross, a representation of a mummy closely wrapped 
as if for burial and having features of a different t\jpe

and 
.-nt

file

nni|

from those ordinarily found in Aztec idols, 
form of a man with arms crossed and legs ber 
tilled on a slab, all of the same sandstone of 
the buildings were constructed. According to 
another smaller group of remains has been seen farthef- 
south, towards the Mesa dc Amistlan. Two idols 
porous basalt and numerous arrow-heads of obsidian^ 
are reported at Guautla, twenty-five or thirty miles 
north-west of Metlaltoyuca.”

1 n the northern extremity of the state, in the region 
about Pdnuco, small relics are said to be very abund­
ant. A list of thirty specimens collected by Mr

51 A plate showing these paintings is given by Alniuraz.
5a liurkart, Mt'xiko, tom. i., p. 51.
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Francis Vecelli during a survey of the Panueo River, 
some of them doubtless belonging to the state of Ta- 
maulipas, across the river, is given by Mr Vetch in the 
Journal of the London Geographical Society. They 
are mostly of limestone and represent human figures, 
for the most part females, rudely sculptured and wear­
ing peculiar head-dresses. The foreheads are repre­
sented as high and broad, the lips thick, and the 
cheek bones high. The sculpture is rude, and nearly 
every one of the images has a long unshaped base or 
tenon, as if intended to be fixed in a wall. A front 
and rear view of one of these images are shown in the 
cut.63 In the town itself, idols, heads, obsidian arrow-

p mu

[fffrïT

Limestone Statue from Pdnuco.

heads, and fragments of ancient pottery, some of it 
glazed, are often washed out by the heavy rains. Mr 
Lyon speaks of “several curious ancient toys and 
whistles, with one small terra cotta vase very beauti­
fully carved with those peculiar flourishes introduced 
in the Mexican manuscripts,” also “an antique flute of 
a very compact red clay, which had once been polished 
and painted. It had four holes, and the mouth part was 
in the form of a grotesque head.” Flutes occur both

13 Vetch, in bond. Gcog. Soc., Jour., vol. vii., pp. I ll, with plate.
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single and double, with two, three, and four holes.
Earthen representations of birds, toads, and other 
animals are frequently found either whole or in frag­
ments. West of the town five or six mounds from 
thirty to forty feet high are vaguely mentioned.64 

Buried in the ground in a ravine near the town, and 
resting on the stone walls of a dilapidated sepulchre,
Mr Norman claims to have found a stone slab seven 
feet long, wider at one end than the other, but two 
feet and a half in average width, one foot thick, and 
hearing on one side the sculptured figure of a man.
Dressed in a flowing robe, with girdle, sandal-ties on 
his feet, and a close-fitting cap on his head, he lies 
with crossed arms. The face is Caucasian in feature, 
and the work is very perfectly executed. For the 
authenticity of so remarkable a relic Mr Norman 
is hardly a sufficient authority. Two small images, 
probably of terra cotta, were presented by Mr Nor­
man to the New York Historical Society.66

At the Caloudras Rancho, some twenty-five miles 
from Pdnuco, a large oven-like chamber is reported 
on the slope of a hill, which contains large flat stones 
used for grinding maize. The ruins at ( 'hacuaco, 
three leagues south of the town, are said to cover 
about three square leagues. Mr Norman also gives 
cuts of two clay vases from the same locality, one of 
them having a negro face, very likely of modem 
origin. San Nicolas, five leagues, and Trinidad six 
leagues south-west of Piinuco, are other places where 
ruins are reported to exist.60

54 Lyons Journal, vol. i., pp. 57-61.
11 Xu mum's Rambles by Land and Water, pp. 145-51, 164; Mayer's 

Mrs Aztec, torn, i., pp. 193-6.
Lyon's Journal, vol. i., pp. 61-2; Normans Rambles, pp. 149-50.

Slight mention of relics in this region, in Muhlenpfordt, Mejico, tom. ii., 
p 72; llradfonVs Amer. Antiq., pp. 112-13.



CHAPTER IX.

ANTIQUITIES UK THE CENTRAL PLATEAUX.

Anahuac—Monuments of Puebla —Chila, Teopantepec, Tepexe. 
Tepkaca, San Antonio, Quauhquelchula, and Santa Catalina 
—Pyramid of Cholula—Sierra de Malingre—San Pabi.o 
Natividad—Monuments of Tlasgai.a—Los Keyes- Monuments 
of Mexico—Cuernavaca, Xochicalco, Casasano, Ozumba, Tea- 
CHIALCO, AIIUEHUEPA, AND MeCAMECAN—XoCHIMILCO, TlAHUAU, 
Xico, MisguiQUE, Tlalmanalco, and Culhuauan—Ciiapultepec, 
Kemedios, Tacuba, and Malinai.co—City of Mexico—Tezi i id 
—Tezcocinoo—Teotihuacan—Obsidian Mines —Tula— Monu­
ments of Querétaro—Pueblito, Canoas, and Kanas—Naiiva 
Monuments.

The monuments of the Mexican tierra templada, 
of Anahuac and the adjoining plateaux, next claim 
our attention. The territory in question is hounded 
on the south and east by that treated in the two pre­
ceding chapters—Oajaca and Guerrero on the south 
toward the Pacific, and Vera Cruz on the east toward 
the gulf. The present chapter will carry my anti­
quarian survey to a line drawn across the continent 
from Tampico to the mouth of the Zacatula river, 
completing what has been regarded as the home of 
the Nahua civilized nations, with the exception of the 
Tarascos in Michoacan, and leaving only a few scat­
tered monuments to be described in the broad extent 
of the northern states of the republic. ( )n most of 
the maps extant the territory whose monuments I 
have now to describe, is divided into the states of

(464)
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Mexico, Puebla, Tlascala, and Querdtaro, to which 
have been added in later years Morelos and Hidalgo, 
formed chiefly, 1 believe, from the old state of Mex­
ico. In my description, however, 1 shall pay but 
little attention to state lines, locating each group of 
antiquities by its distance and bearing from some 
well-known point. Respecting the physical features 
of this central Nahua regïoh, enough has been said 
in the preceding volumes; 1 consequently begin at 
once the description of antiquarian relics, dealing 
first with those found in Puebla and Tlascala, start­
ing in the south and proceeding northward.

At Chila, in the extreme southern part of Puebla, 
is a hill known as La Tortuga, on which is built an 
unterraced pyramid eighty-eight feet square at the 
base, fifty-five feet high, with a summit platform 
fifty feet square. It is built of hewn stone and cov­
ered, as it appears from Castaneda’s drawing, with 
cement. The exterior surface is. much broken up by 
the trees that have taken root there. A stairway 
leads up the western front. Near the north-eastern 
corner of the mound is an entrance leading down by 
seven stone steps to a small tomb about eleven feet 
below the surface of the ground and not under the 
mound. At the foot of the steps is an apartment 
measuring five and a half feet long and high, and four 
feet wide, with a branch, or gallery, four feet long and 
a little less than three feet wide and high, in the cen­
tre of" each of the three sides, thus giving the whole

You IV. 30 Section of Chila Tomb.
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torn!) in its ground plan the form of a cross. Its ver­
tical section is shown in the cut. There is certainly a 
general resemblance to be noted in this tomb-struct­
ure to those at Mitla; the interior is lined with hewn 
blocks laid in lime mortar and covered with a fine 
white plaster, the plaster on the ceiling being eight 
or nine inches thick. The discovery of human bones 
in the lateral galleries leaves no doubt respecting the 
use to which the subterranean structure was devoted.1

At Tehuaean el Viejo, two leagues eastward of the 
modern town of Tehuaean, in the south-eastern part of 
the state, were found ruins of stone structures not 
particularly described.2 At San Cristoval Teopante- 
pec, a little native settlement north-westward of the 
remains last mentioned, is another hill which bears a 
pyramid on its top. A road cut in the rocky sides 
leads up the hill, and on the summit, beside the pyra­
mid, traces of smooth cement pavements and other 
undescribed remains were noticed. The pyramid itself 
from a base fifty feet square rises about sixty-seven feet 
in four receding stories with sides apparently sloping 
very slightly inward toward the top, the fourth story 
being moreover for the most part in ruins. The most 
remarkable feature of this structure is its stairway, 
which is different from any yet noticed, and similar 
to that of the grand teocalli of Mexico-Tenochtitlan 
as reported by the conquerors., It leads up diagonally 
from bottom to top of each/story on the west, not, 
however, making it necessary to pass four times round 
the pyramid in order to reach the summit, as was flic 
case in Mexico, since in this ruin the head of each 
flight corresponds with the foot of the one above, in­
stead of being on the opposite side of the pyramid. 
The whole is built of stone and mortar, only the exte-

1 Dupaix, ‘2d exped., p. 14, pi. xviii., fig. 53-4; Kingsborough, vol. v., 
p. 243, vol. vi., p. 442, vol. iv\, pi. xvi., fig. 53-4; Lenoir, in Antiq. Me.r., 
tom. ii., div. i., p. 47.

2 ‘No Hiihsisten de <d sino unns grandes ruinas de templo y cosenas de 
cal y canto, situadas en ladera de unos cerrito».’ Dupaix, 1st exped., p. 5; 
Kingsburough, vol. v., p. 211, vol. vi., p. 423.
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rior facing being of regular blocks, and no covering of 
cement is indicated in Castaneda’s drawing.3

At Tepexe el Viejo, on the Zacatula River, some 
sixteen leagues south-east of the city of Puebla, l)u- 
paix discovered, in 1808, a structure which he calls a 
fortification. It was located on a rocky height, sur­
rounded by deep ravines, and the rough nature of the 
ground, together with the serpents that infest the 
rocks, prevented him from making exact measure­
ments. There are traces of exterior enclosing walls, 
and within the enclosed area stands a pyramid of 
hewn stone and lime mortar, in eight receding stories. 
A fragment of a circular stone was also found at 
Tepexe, bearing sculptured figures in low relief, which 
indicate that the monument may have borne origi­
nally some resemblance to the Aztec calendar-stone, 
to be mentioned hereafter. Another round stone bore 
marks of having been used for sharpening weapons.4

At Tepeaca and vicinity four relics were found 
1st. A bird’s, perhaps an eagle’s, head sculptured in 
low relief within a triple circle, together with other 
figures, tin a slab about a foot square; apparently an 
aboriginal coat of arms. ‘2d. A stone head eighteen 
inches high, of a hard, reddish material ; the features 
arc very regular down to the mouth, below which all 
is deformed, fid. A sculptured slab, built into a 
wall, shown oidy in Kingsborough’s plate. 4th. A 
leathered serpent coiled into a ball like form, six feet 

-in diameter. It was carved from a red stone, and 
also painted reel, resting on a cubical pedestal of a 
light-colored stone.6

3 I)u/uu\r, 1st exped., p. 4, ]>1. iii., fig. 3; Kinqsborouqh, vol. v., p. 211, 
vol. vi., p. 422, vol. iv., pi. ii., tig. 5. ‘On y monte, du côté de l'ouest, par 
une rampe travée de gauehe à droite pour le premier étage, de droite il 
gauche pour le second, et ainsi de suite jusqu'au dernier.’ Lenoir, in Au- 
t"l. U' V., torn, ii., div. i., p. ‘26; Klcmm, Cultur-Gesrhirhtc, torn, v., p. 157.

4 Ihi/mis, 3d exped., p. 5, pl. i., ii., tig. 1-3; Kinqsboronq/i, vol. v , pp. 
2S5-6, vol. vi., p. 467, vol. iv., pl. i., ii., tig. 1 3. According to Oupaixs 
plate the sides and summit platform are covered with plaster, kingshor- 
migh’s plate omits the coating of plaster and shows the remains of a ninth 
stvrv. A scale attached to the latter plate would indicate that the pyra­
mid has a hase of 150 feet and is alnuit 7«5 feet high. Lenoir, p. 69.

' IhijHtix, 1st. exped., pp. 3-4, pl. i.-ii., tig. 1, 2; 2d exped., p. 51, pl.
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At San Antonio, near San Andres Chalchicomula, 
on the eastern boundary of the state, a pyramid 
stands on the summit of a rocky hill. The pyramid 
consists of three stories, with sides sloping at an 
angle of about forty-five degrees, is about twenty-five 
feet in height, and has a base fifty-five feet square. 
A stairway about ten feet wide, with solid balus­
trades, leads up the centre of the western front ; and 
on the top, parts of the walls of a building still re­
mained in 1805. This summit building was said to 
have been in a good state of preservation only twelve 
years before. The material is basalt, in blocks about 
two by five feet, according to Dupaix’s plate, laid in mor­
tar, and all but the lower story covered with cément.8

At Quauhquelchula, near Atlixco, in the western 
part of the state, Dupaix noticed four relies of an­
tiquity. 1st. A rattlesnake eight feet and a half long, 
and about eight inches in diameter, sculptured in 
high relief on the flat surface of a hard brown stone. 
2d. A hard veined stone of various colors, four feet 
high and ten feet and a half in circumference, carved 
into a representation of a monster’s head with protrud­
ing tusks, a front view of which is given in the cut.

ill

'WL i

Stone Monster's Head.

Ixi., fig. 117; Kingsborough, vol. v., pp, 209-10, vol. vi., pp. 421-2, vol. iv„ 
pi. i., tig. 1-4; Lenoir, in Antiq. Mrs , tom. ii., div. i., pp. 22, 25-6, 6.1 

6 Dupaix, 1st exped., p. 10, pi. xii , fig. 11; Kingsborough, vol. v., p.



PYRAMID OF CHOLULA. 469

The rear is flat and bears a coat of arms, made 
up of four arrows or spears crossing a circle, with 
other inexplicable figures. 3d. Another coat of arms, 
three lances across a barred circle, carved in low relief 
on the face of a boulder. 4th. A human face, larger 
than the natural size, on the side of another boulder, 
and looking towards the town.7 At the town of At- 
lixco a very beautifully worked and polished almond- 
shaped agate was seen.8

On the hacienda of Santa Catalina, westward from 
Atlixco, was found the coiled serpent shown in the 
cut. The material is a black porous volcanic stone,

Serpent-Cup—Santa Catalina.

and the whole seems to form a cup, to which the head 
of the serpent served as a handle. Another relic 
from this locality was a masked human figure of the 
same stone.9

About ten miles west of the city of Puebla de los 
Angeles, and in the eastern outskirts of the pueblo of 
Cholula, is the famous pyramid known throughout the 
world by the name of Cholula. The town at its base
217, vol. vi., p. 42C», vol. iv., pi. vi., fig. lfi; Lenoir, p. 30. Kingslmrough’s 
plate makes the blocks of stone much smaller than the other, shows no 
blaster, and represents the walls of the summit building as still standing. 
Kingststrough also incorrectly translates ‘antes de San Andrés,’ ‘formerly 
ban Andrés.’ Klemm, Cultur-Gcsehiehte, tom. v., p. 137.

7 Dupaix, 1st ex peelpp. 12-13, pi. xvii-xxii., tig. 19-24; Kingsborough, 
vol v , pp. 219-20, vol. vi., pp. 427-8, vol. iv., pi. ix.-xi., fig. 21-4; Lenoir,

8 Dupaix, p. 11, pi. xvii., fig. 18, not in Kingsborough.
9 Du/mix, lstexpcd., p. 13, pi. xxiii.-iv., tig. 25-6; Kingsborough, vol. 

v - p 220, vol. vi., p. 428, vol. iv., pi. xii., fig. 25-0; Lenoir, p. 33.



470 ANTIQUITIES OF PUEBLA.

was in aboriginal times a large and flourishing city, 
and a great religious centre. The day ot' its glory 
was in the Toltec period, before the tenth century of 
our era, and tradition points for the building of the 
pyramid to a yet more remote epoch, when the ()1- 
mecs were the masters of the central plateaux. Sev­
eral times during the religious contests that raged 
between the devotees of rival deities, the temple of 
Cholula was destroyed and rebuilt. Its final destruc­
tion dates from the coming of the Spaniards, who, 
under Hernan Cortés, after a tierce hand-to-hand con­
flict on the slopes of the pyramid, maddened by the 
desperate resistance of the natives, elated by victory, 
or incited by fanatical religious zeal and avarice, 
sacked and burned the magnificent structure on the 
top of the mound. Since the time of the Conquista­
dor, after the fierce spirit of the true church had ex­
pended its fury on this and other monuments reared 
in honor of anti-Catholic gods, the mound was allowed 
to remain in peace, save the construction of a wind­
ing road leading up to a modern chapel on the sum­
mit, where services are performed in which the great 
Quetzalcoatl has no share.10

Since 174 1, when the historian Clavigero rode up 
its side on horseback, this pyramid has been visited 
by hundreds of travelers, few tourists having left 
AinUmae without having seen so famous a monument 
of antiquity, so easily accessible from the cities of 
Mexico and Puebla. Humboldt’s description, made 
from a personal exploration in 1803, is perhaps the 
most complete that was ever published, and most 
succeeding visitors have deemed it best to quote his 
account as being better than any they could write 
from their own observations. I)upaix and Casta- 

tneda, and in later times Nebel, also examined and 
made drawings of Cholula. The four or five views

10 On the building and history of the pyramid, see, among many others, 
Veytia, Hist. Ant. Mej., tom. i., pp. 18-19, 155-6, 199-205; Brasseur <(>’■ 
Bourbourg, Hist. Mat. Civ., tom. iv., pp. 182-3.
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of the mound that have been published differ greatly 
from each other, accordingly as the artist pictured 
the monument as he saw it or attempted to restore 
it more or less to its original form. Humboldt's 
drawing, which has been more extensively copied 
than any other, contrary to what might be expected 
from his text, was altogether a restoration, and bore 
not the slightest resemblance to the original as he 
saw it, since Clavigero found it in 1744, “so covered 
with earth and shrubs that it seems rather a natural 
hill than an edifice,” and there is no reason to sup­
pose that at a later date it assumed a more regular 
form.11

ii Clavigero, Storia Ant. del Messico, tom. ii., pp. 33-4; Humboldt, Es­
sai Pol., pp. 239-49; Id., Vues, tom. i., pn. 96-124, pi. iii. (fol. ed. pi. vii., 
viii.); Id., in Antig. Mrs., suppl. pi. ii.; hupaix, 1st ex|»ed., p. ii., pi. xvi., 
tig. 17; Kingsborough, vol. w, p. 218, vol. i\\, pi. viii., fig. 20. It is to be 
noted that then* is not the slightest resemblance lietween the two editions 
of ( astaheda’s drawing. Nebel, l iage Pintoresco, with large colored plate. 
Other visitors to ('liolnla, whose accounts contain more or less original in­
formation, are: Poinsett. 1822, Notes, pp. 57-9; Bullock, 1823, Mexico, op. 
111-15 no plate, although the author made a drawing; Ward, 1825, Mex­
ico, vol. ii., p. 209; Beaufoy, 1826, Mexican I/lusfr., pp. 193-5, with cuts; 
Latrohe, 1834, Humbler in Mes., p. 275; Mayer, 1841, Mexico as it 11 'as, 
p. 26; Mes. Aztec, vol. ii., p. 228, with cut; Id., in Schoolcraft's Arch., vol. 
\ i.. p. 582; Thompson, 1842, Recollections of Mes., p. 39; Ty lor, 1856, . I na­
il nor t pp. 274-7; Kvans, 1869, Our Sister Republic, pp. 428-32, with eut. 
Still other references on the subject, containing for tlic most part nothing 
except what is gathered from the preceding works, are: Robertson's llist 
Amer. (Svo. ed. 1777), vol. i., p. 268; (tundra, in Prescott, Hist. Cong. 
M'.r, tom. iii., pp. 37-45, pi. vi. ; Antig. Mex , tom. i., div. ii., p. 79; La- 
fond. Voyages, tom. i., pp. 137-8; Annin, Ilcutige Mrs , pp. 63, 68, 72; 
Il Usons M'.r. and her Religion, pp. 95-9; Amer. Antig. Soc., Transact., 
vol. i , p. 256, etc , from Humboldt, with cut ; Baldirin's Ane. Amer., p. 90; 
liaril, Mcx., p. 193; Beltrami, Mexique, tom. ii., pp. 283-8; he Percy, 
L'Europe et LA mrr., tom. ii., p. 235, etc. ; Bracketts, Brigade in Mcx., 
pn. 154-5; Brail ford's Amer. Antig., pp. 76-7; Brasseur de Bourbourg, 
Hist. A ’at. Civ., tom. i., p 391, et se g. ; Calderon dc fa Barca's Life in Mcx., 
vol. ii., p. 97; Chevalier, Mcx., pp. 55-6; Id., Md. Ancien et Mod., pp. 174-9; 
Combler, Voyage, pp. 385-6; ! tally, sur 1rs Races Indig., p. 17; Baris' Anc. 
Amer., p. 9; Don tea van's Ail cm., p. 98; D'Orbigny, Voyage, p. 331 ; Bosse y, 
Mcx , p. Ill; Hassel, Mcx (huit., p. 246; Heller, Rnsen, pp. 131-2; Nou­
vel les Annales des Voy., 1835, tom. lxv , pp. 363-4 ; Dclajicld s Antig. Amer., 
p. 57; dourdanet, Mexique, p. 29; Larenaudiere, Mcx. (luat., pp. 24, 45-6, 
plate from I hi|>aix ; Loivenstern, Mexique, pp. 48-9; Malte- Brun, Précis dc lu 
(Icog., torn, vi., pp. 461-2; Marinier, Voyageurs, tom. iii., pp. 328-9; Mexico, 
Country, etc., p. 14; Mex. in 1S42 pp. 80-1; Mexico, A Trip to, pp. 59-60, 
Milt's Hist. Mex , p. 149; Muhlenpfordt, Mejico, torn. ii.. pp. 232-3, 236; 
Muller, A nusrikanische Urrelegionen, pp. 458-9,581; Payés, Nouveau Voy., 
torn, ii., pp. 385-7; Prescott's Mex., vol. i., p. 60, vol. ii., pp. 6-8, 26, vol. 
iii , p. 389; ShcfMird's Land of the Aztecs, p. 128; Saturday Mag., vol. v., 
pp. 175-6; Scherr, Traucrspicl, pp. 29-30; Stapp's Prisoners of Derate, pp.
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For the past two centuries, at least, the condition 
and appearance of the mound has been that of a nat­
ural conical hill, rising from the level of a broad val­
ley, and covering with its circular base an area of 
over forty acres.12 On closer examination, however, 
traces of artificial terraces are noted on the slopes, 
and excavations have proven that the whole mound, 
or atHcast a very large portion of it—for no excava­
tion has ever been made reaching to its centre—is of 
artificial construction. By the careful surveys of 
Humboldt and others the original form and dimeiK 
sions have been clearly made known. From a base 
about fourteen hundred and forty feet square, whose 
sides face the cardinal points, it rose in four equal 
stories to a height of nearly two hundred feet, having 
a summit platform of about two hundred feet square.13 
Humboldt in 1803 found the four terraces tolerably 
distinct, especially on the western slope; Evans in
107-8; Thummel, Mcxiko, pp. 201-2; Tudor's Narr., vol. ii., pp. 208-9; 
Vigneaux, Sour. Mcx., p. 531 ; I Va mm us, Geog. u. Stat., pp. 32, 30, ISO, 
182; Warden, Recherches, pp. 68-7; Willson's Amer. Hist., in ». 00-1, 
73; Yonge's Mod. llist., p. 38; Frost's Piet. Hist., pp. 37-8; liermosa. 
Manual Grog,, pp. 140-1; Taylor's Eldorado, vol. ii., p. 181; Worthy's 
Trar., pp. 230-1, etv. ; MeCulloh's Researches in Amer., p. 252; Gemelh 
Carreri, m Churchill, Col. Voy., vol. i\\, p. 519; Esealera mid Llano, Mej. 
Hist, lie scrip., pp. 205-0; Khinm, ('ultur-Gcschiehtr, tom. v., p. 150; Alrcifo, 
Dieeionario, turn, i., p. 550; Democratic Review, vol. xxvii , p. 425, vol. 
xxvi., pp. 540-7, vol. xi., p 012; Mansfield's Mex. War, p. 207; Maegilli- 
vray's Life Humboldt, pp. 292, 312-13; Conder's Mex Gnat., vol. i., pp. 
258-9, n I at v from Humbolt; Prichard's Nat. llist. Man, vol. ii., p. 509.

18 The large mound of earth at Cholula which the Spaniards dignified 
with the name of temple, still remains, hut without any steps hy which to 
ascend, or any facing of stone. It appears now like a natural mount, cov­
ered wifh grass and shrubs, and possibly it was never anything more.’ 
Robertson's Hist. Amervol. i., p 209. 'A le voir de loin, on seroit en
effet tenté de le prendre pour une colline naturelle couverte de végétation.’
‘ Elle est très-bien conservée du côte de l’ouest, et c’est la face occidentale 
que présente la gravure que nous publions.’ Humboldt, Vues, torn, i., pp. 
104-5.

13 The dimensions of base, height, and summit platform respectivclv, as 
given by different authorities, are as follows: 439 x 54 x 04 metres, if urn- 
bold t; 530 x 00 varus, Nebel; 1000 x 204 x 105 feet, Mayer, according to a 
careful measurement by a l S. official in 1847; 40 varus square by actual 
measurement! Dupaisr; 1423 x 177 x 20S feet, Prescott-, 1425 x 177 x 175 
feet, Latrobe\ 1301 x 102 x 177 feet, Poinsett-, Alnmt 200 feet high, Tylor\ 
1310 x 205 feet, Wilson-, 1335 x 172 feet, Foster's Pre-Hist. Races, p. 345; 
1355 x 170 feet, Ampère, Promenade, tom. ii., pp. 374-80; 13SS x 170 feet, 
summit 13285 sq. feet, Heller, Reiscn, pp. 131-2; said to cover an area of 
over 43 acres and to 1m* 179 feet high, but it seems much smaller and 
higher Enins' Our Sister Rep., pp. 428-32.

4
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1870 found the lower terrace quite perfect, but the 
others traceable only in a few places without excava­
tion.

The material of which the mound was constructed 
is adobes, or sun-dried bricks, generally about fifteen 
inches long, laid very regularly with alternate layers 
of clay. From its material comes the name Tlalchi- 
lmaltepec, ‘mountain of phburnt bricks,’ which has 
been sometimes applied to Choiula. An old tradition 
relates that the adobes were manufactured at Tlalma- 
naleo, and brought several leagues to their destination 
by a long line of men, who handed them along singly 
from one to another. Humboldt thought some of the 
bricks might have been slightly burned. Respecting 
the material which constitutes the alternate layers be­
tween the bricks, called clay by Humboldt, tbere seems 
to be some difference of opinion between different ex­
plorers. Col. tirantz Mayer, a careful investigator, 
says the adobes are interspersed with small fragments 
of porphyry and limestone; and Mr Tylor speaks 
of them as cemented with mortar containing small 
stones and pottery. Evans tells us that the material 
is adobe bricks and layers of lava, still perfect in many 
places. The historian Veytia by a personal examina­
tion ascertained the material to be “small stones of 
the kind called (juijurro.s', and a kind of bricks of clay 
and straw,” in alternate layers.14 Beaufoy claims to 
have found the pyramid faced with small thin hewn f
stones, one of which be carried away as a relic— 
a very wonderful discovery certainly, when we con­
sider that other very trustworthy explorers, both pre- /
ceding and following Beaufoy, found nothing of the 
kind. Mr Heller could not find the stone facing, but, 
as he says, he did find a coating of mortar as hard as 
stone, composed of lime, sand, and water.15 Many 
visitors have believed that the pyramid is only par­
tially artificial, the adobe-work having been added to

14 Vf y tin, Hist. Ant. Mcj., tom. i., pp. 155—G.
15 Ilf Her, lie i sen, pp. 131-2.
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a smaller natural hill. This is, however, a mere con­
jecture, and there are absolutely no arguments to l>e 
adduced for or against it. The truth can he ascer­
tained only by the excavation of a tunnel through the 
mound at its base, or, at least, penetrating to the cen­
tre. It is very remarkable that such an excavation 
has never been made, either in the interests of scien­
tific exploration or of treasure-seeking.

Bernal Diaz, at the time of the Conquest, counted 
a hundred and twenty steps in a stairway which led 
up the slope to the temple, but no traces of such a 
stairway have been visible in more modern times. 
There are traditions among the natives, as is usually 
the case in connection with every work of the an- 
tiguos, of interior galleries and apartments of great 
extent within the mound ; such rumors are doubtless 
without foundation. The Puebla road cuts off a 
corner of the lower terrace, and the excavation made 
in building the road not only showed clearly the 
regular interior construction of the pyramid, hut also 
laid hare a tomb, which contained two skeletons with 
two idols in basalt, a collection of pottery, and other 
relics not preserved or particularly described, al­
though the remains of the tomb itself were examined 
by Humboldt. The sepulchre was square, with stone 
walls supported by cypress beams. The dimensions 
are not given, but the apartment is said to have had 
no traces of any outlet. Humboldt claims to have 
discovered a peculiar arrangement of the adobes 
about this tomb, by which the pressure on its roof 
was diminished.

It is very evident that the pyramid of Cholula 
contains nothing in itself to indicate its age, but from 
well-defined and doubtless reliable traditions, we may 
feel very sure that its erection dates back to an epoch 
preceding the tenth century-, and probably preceding 
the seventh. Humboldt shows that it is larger at the 
base than any of the old-world pyramids, over twice 
as large as that of Cheops, but only slightly higher
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than that of Mycerinus. “The construction of the 
teoealli recalls the oldest monuments to which the 
history of the civilization of our race reaches. The 
temple of Jupiter Bolus, which the mythology of the 
Hindus seems to designate by the name of Bali, 
the pyramids of Meidoiiui and Dahehohr, and sev­
eral of the group of Sakharah in Egypt, were also 
immense heaps of bricks, the remains of which have 
been preserved during a period of thirty centuries 
down to our day.”10

The historical annals of aboriginal times, confirmed 
by the Spanish records of the Conquest, leave no doubt 
that the chief object of the pyramid was to support 
a temple; the discovery of the tomb with human re­
mains may indicate that it served also for burial pur­
poses. It is by no means certain, however, that the 
mound was in any sense a monument reared over the 
two bodies whose skeletons were found ; for besides 
the position of the skeletons in a corner of the pyra­
mid, indicating in itself the contrary, there is the 
possibility that the bodies were those of slaves sacri­
ficed during the process W' building, and deposited 
here from some superstitious motive. It will require 
the discovery of tombs near the centre of this im­
mense mound to prove that it was erected with any 
view to use as the burial place of kings or priests.17 

Wilson, always a sceptic on matters connected with 
Mexican aboriginal civilization, pronounces the pyra­
mid of Cholula “the finest Indian mound on this con­
tinent; where the Indians buried the bravest of their 
braves, with bows and arrows, and a drinking cup, 
that they might not be unprovided for when they 
should arrive at the hunting grounds of the great 
spirit.” “It is sufficiently wasted by time to give full 
scope to the imagination to till out or restore it to

16 Humboldt, Vues, tom. i., pp. 127-8.
17 Foster, Pre-Hist. Races, p. 345, believes, on the contrary, that the py­

ramid was erected with the sole object of enshrining in an interior chainWr 
of stone two corpses, showing that ‘ the industry of the great mass of the 
population was at the absolute command of the few.’

t
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.almost any form. One hundred years ago, some rich 
citizen constructed steps up its side, and protected the 
sides of his steps from falling earth hy walls of adobe, 
or mud-brick ; and on the west side some adobe but­
tresses have been placed to keep the loose earth out 
of the village street. This is all of man’s labor that 
is visible, except the work of the Indians in shaving 
away the hill which constitutes this pyramid. As 
fur the great city of Cholula, it never had an exist­
ence.”18 At a short distance from the foot of the 
large pyramid, two smaller ones are mentioned by 
several visitors; one of which is doubtless a portion 
of the chief mound separated by the road that has 
been already mentioned. One of them is described by 
Beaufoy as having perpendicular sides, and built of 
adobes nine inches square and one inch thick; the 
second was much smaller and had a corn-patch on its 
summit. Cuts of the two small mounds are given by 
the same explorer. Bullock claims to have found on 
the top of one of the detached masses a ditch and 
wall forming a kind of figuUe-eight-formed enclosure 
one hundred feet long, in which were many human 
bones. Evans has a theory that the small mounds 
were formed of the material taken from the larger 
one in shaping its terraces. Latrobe says that many 
ruined mounds may be seen from the summit; in fact, 
that the whole surface of the surrounding plain is 
broken by both natural and artificial elevations. Am­
père was led by his native guide, through a misunder­
standing, to a flat-topped terraced hill, still bearing 
traces of a pavement, at a locality called Zapotecas.19

The only miscellaneous Cholulan relics of which I 
find a mention, are three described by Dupaix and

1S Wilson's Mex. and its Rclig., pp. 95, 99. See a restoration of Cho­
lula, l>v Mothcs, in Annin, Heutiac .\lc.c., pp. G3, G8, 7*2.

19 Ampere, Promenade, tom. ii., pp. 373, 380. ‘On découvre encore, 
du côté occidental, vis-a-vis du Cerro do Tecaxete et de Zapoteca, deux 
masses parfaitement prismatiques. L’une de ces masses porte aujourd’hui 
le nom d’Alcosac ou d'istenenetl, l’autre celui du Cerro de la Cruz; la der­
nière, construite en pisé, n’est élevée que de 15 mètres.’ Humboldt, Essai 
Pol., pp. 240-1.
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sketched by Castaneda. They were, a stone head, 
said to have originally been the top of a column; a 
quadrangular block, with incised hieroglyphics on one 
of its faces; and a mask of green jasper, reported to 
have been dug from the pyramid.20

On the summit of the Sierra de Malinche, which 
forms the boundary between Puebla and Tlascala, 
the existence of ruined walls and pyramids, with 
fragments of stone images, is mentioned without de­
scription.21 At San Pablo del Monte two kneeling 
naked females in stone, modestly covering the breasts 
with the hands, were sketched by Castaneda.22 Of 
an important group of remains in the vicinity of 
Natividad, between Puebla de his Angeles and Tlas­
cala, a very unintelligible account has been written 
by Cabrera, for the Mexican Geographical Society. 
The ruins seem to cover a hill, different localities on 
the slopes of which are called Mixco, Xochiteeatl, 
Tenexotzin, Hueyxotzin, and Cacaxtlan. The western 
slope lias gigantic terraces, and among other relics 
five vertical stones called huitzoctemr, supposed to 
have been used for sacrificial purposes. They are 
two varas high and three fourths of a vara wide. 
On the northern slope a concavity of stone and mud 
is mentioned, whose bottom is strewn with pottery 
and obsidian weapons. At Cacaxtlan, the site of the 
principal fortress in the wars between Tlascala and 
Mexico, are ditches and subterranean passages run­
ning in all directions. The chief ditch extends from 
north to south across the hill; it is about twenty- 
eight feet wide and eleven or twelve feet deep, with 
embankments formed of the earth thrown out. The 
subterranean passages are believed to penetrate the

80 Dupaix, 1st exped., pp. 10-11, pi. xiii.-v., fig. 14 10; Kingsborough, 
vol. v., p. 218; vol. vi., p. 427, vol. iv., pi. viii., tig. 17-18; Lenoir, in 
Audi]. Mex., tom. ii., div. i., pp. 23, 30.

21 Dupaix, 2d exped., p. 52.
22 Dupaix, 2d exped., pp. 52-3, pi. lx., Ixii., fig. 118-10; Kingsborough, 

vol. v., p. 279, vol. vi., p. 404, vol. iv., pi. lii., tig. 120-1; Lenoir, in Antig. 
Mex., p. 03.
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heights of Cacaxtlan. One lias an opening among 
the rocks on the north, beginning at the cave of 
Ostotl; another begins on the east at San Miguel del 
Milagro, having for an entrance a square hole five or 
six yards deep, from the bottom of which it extends 
horizontally in a semicircular course; the third open­
ing is on the south, and its top is supported by 
columns left in the volcanic stone; and finally, the 
fourth subterranean passage sends out vapor when it 
is about to rain. This is all I can glean from Ca­
brera’s account—in fact, rather more than I can 
fully understand.” Dupaix found at Natividad two 
wooden teponastles, or aboriginal musical instru­
ments, similar to the one found at Tlascala by the 
same explorer and shown in the accompanying cut. 
The former were, however, less elaborately carved;

Teponastle from Tlascala.

the latter was three feet long and five inches in 
diameter, the cut showing a side and end view. 
Other relics found by Dupaix in the city of Tlascala 
and vicinity, are the following:—a lance-head, nine 
inches long, of green flint; a small stone statue, nine 
or ten inches in height, representing a seated female, 
whose head bears a strong resemblance to some of

83 Soc. Alrur. Gco<j., Bole (in, tom. ii., pj*. 265-G.
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the Palonque profiles; a mask of green agate a little 
smaller than the natural size of the fare, pronounced 
hy Dujmix the finest specimen of sculpture seen in 
America; an earthen vase called used in
ceremonies in honor of the dead, found in connection 
with some human hones; two mutilated human heads 
carved from a gray stone ; and a masked, how-legged 
idol of stone, twenty-four inches high, standing on 
a small pedestal, covering the breasts with the 
hands.44

At Pueblo de los Reyes, northward from Tlaseala, 
on the road to San Francisco, two aboriginal bridges 
over a mountain stream were sketched hy Castaneda. 
One is eleven feet high and thirty-seven feet wide; 
the other fifty-five feet high and thirty-three feet 
wide ; each being over a hundred feet in. length. 
They are built of large irregular stones in mortar. 
The conduits through which the stream passes are 
from four to six feet wide and high, one of them hav­
ing a fiat top, while in the other two large blocks 
meet and form an obtuse angle, (hi the top of the 
bridges at the sides are parapets of brick four or five 
feet high, pierced at intervals to allow water to ' run 
from tins road; and at each of the four corners stands 
a circular, symmetrical, ornamental obelisk, or pillar, 
over forty feet high, of stone and mortar, covered 
with burned bricks. It is quite probable that the 
brick-work of these bridges, it not the whole struct­
ure, is to he referred to Spanish rather than to abo­
riginal times. Sr Almaraz sketched at Xieotepec, in 
the north, some fifty miles west of 1’apantla, a tepo- 
nastle of iron-wood, gracefully carved and brilliantly
polished.48

I>upaix, *2d cxped., pp. 53-5, |>1. lxii.-vii., tig 1*20-8; Kingshorough, 
vul. v , pp *270 81, vul. vi., pp. 404-5, vol. iv., pi. lii.-liv., tig. 1*21-5; Lenoir, 
in .1 nfiij. Mu-., turn, ii., div. i., pp. 04-0.

Ihijmix, *2d expcd., pp. 55-50, pi. l.xviii.-ix., fig. 1*20-30; Kingshorough, 
vol. v., p. *23*2, vol. vi., p. 400, vol. iv., id. lv., lip; 1*2V 30; Lenoir, in An- 
t<<l Mex , tom. ii., div. i., pp. 00-7; J.arfnau<fitirr, Mex. Hunt., pl.vii., 
from Dupaix; Alnutraz, Mem. Mctlulloyuca, p. 33, lithograph without 
description.
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The famous wall that was found by Cortés, extend­
ing along the frontier of Tlascala, has been spoken of 
in another part of this work. Brasseur de Bourbourg 
tell us that many remains of this wall are still visi­
ble, and some other authors vaguely speak to the same 
effect ; but as no modern traveler describes or locates 
these remains, I think it altogether likely that the 
statements referred to may be simply echoes of those 
made by the early writers, who represented the ruins 
of the wall as visible in the years immediately follow­
ing the Conquest.16

Passing westward into the state of Mexico, and 
beginning again in the south, I find a notice in a Mex­
ican government report, of ruins at Tejupilco, in the 
south-west, about sixty miles westward of Cuerna­
vaca. The remains are noticed especially on the hill 
of Nanchititla, consisting of buildings standing on 
regular streets yet traceable, and built of very thin 
blocks, or slates, of stone without mortar. In the 
valley of San Martin Luvianos, in the same region, 
a subterranean apartment with polished sides of ce­
ment, discovered in 1841, contained quantities of car­
bonized maize.17 At Zacualpan, midway between 
Cuernavaca and Tejupilco, and some leagues further 
south, Hint spear-heads, stone masks, and other relics 
not specified are said by the same authority to have 
been found in a cave.18 A peculiarity of the aborig-

26 ‘On voit encore l>eaueou]> de restes de cette grande muraille, con­
servés avec d’autant plus de soin qu’il s’y trouve des quartiers «le roc de 
plus de vingt pieds d’épaisseur’ Brasseur de Bourbuurq, Hist. Xat. t'ir., 
torn, iv., p. 13.); Lorenzana, in Cortés, Hist. N. Lspana, pp. vi.-vii.; 
Bradford's Amer. Antig., pp. 104-5. Additional references to slight notices 
of ruins and relics in the region about Tlascala, containing no available 
information, are as follows: Camargo, in Nouvelle* Annales des Voy., 1843, 
tom. xcviii., pp. 135-7; Helps' Span. Conq., vol. ii., p. 4*23; Afuhlnipfordt, 
Mtjico, tom. ii., pp. ‘238, ‘240. The Historical Magazine, vol. x., pp. 308- 
10, has an extract from a Mexican newspaper, in which reference is made 
to an official report of a prefect of the department, announcing the discovery 
of two magnificent cities. They were probably identical with sonic of 
the ruins already described in Vera Cruz.

27 Mex., Anales del Ministerio de Fumento, 1854, tom. i., p. 691.
»» Id., p. 694.
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inal relics found by Dupaix at Cuernavaca and vicinity 
was that all consisted of sculptured figures on the 
surface of large naturally shaped boulders. The first 
was an immense lizard over eight feet long and a foot 
and a half thick, carved in high relief on the top 
of a rough block. Four small circular projections are 
seen on the side of the rock below the animal. On 
the southern face of another isolated boulder was 
sculptured in low relief the coat of arms shown in the 
cut, which, in its principal features of a circle on

Coat of Arms—Cuernavaca.

parallel arrows or lances, is very similar to others 
that have been mentioned.29 On the Hag that pro­
jects from the upper part of the circle, a Maltese cross 
is seen, and the bird’s head above is pronounced of 
course by Dupaix to be that of an eagle.30 ( )n the 
opposite, or northern, side of the same boulder are 
sculptured the figures shown in the cut. The left

Boulder-Sculptures at Cuernavaca.

©IkCarfHl©

w Pp. 4f>7-9 of thin volume.
36 Respecting the figures within the circle, Dupaix, 1st exped., p. 14, 

says ‘In parte derecha dividida en dos cuarteles. Enel superior aparece 
como un piano de ciudad li In orilladeun lago (cual puede serin de Chaleo).’ 
‘ Au-dessus est une tète, que Dupaix désigne connue celle d’un aigle, mais 
que je croie être une pièce d’armure, savoir, un casque ou morion.’ Lenoir, 
Antiq. Mcx., torn, ii., div. i., p. 34.



482 ANTIQUITIES OF MEXICO.

hand figure, thirteen inches high, may in connection 
with the small circles he a record of a date—thirteen 
calli. M. Lenoir, however, on account of the column 
shown within the building, believes the whole may be 
an emblem of phallic worship, the column being a 
phallus and the building its shrine or temple. The 
sculpture on both sides of this rock is described as 
having been executed with great care and clearness. 
Somewhat less than a league south of the city is 
another isolated rock, said to have served as a bound­
ary mark to the ancient Quauhnahuae, ‘ place of the 
eagle,’ of which the modern name Cuernavaca is a 
corruption. On the face of this rock is carved in 
rather high relief the figure represented in the cut,

Eagle of Cuernavaca.

m
which, in consideration of the aboriginal meaning of 
the name, and the purpose served by the stone, may 
be regarded as an eagle. The material is a fine gray 
stone, the bird is thirty-five inches high, and the 
boulder, or its locality, is called by the natives Quauli- 
tetl, ‘stone eagle.’31

31 ‘Il semble porter, h la partie antérieure de Vaîle, le bâton augurai, ce 
qui lui donnerait un caractère religieux. L'aigle, emblème du Mexique, 
était allée té il Yitzlipuztli, et cette seule circonstance donne de l'importance 
il cette représentation, qui a donné son nom au lieu ou elle fut trouvée: 
Quautetl ou aigle de pierre. Dans toute l’Antiquité, l'aigle fut mis au rang 
des oiseaux sacrés. Il était affecté, eu («rèee, il Jupiter, et en Egpte, a 
Osiris, ("était Yaccijnter ou énervier qui, selon Ælicn, était l'image, du 
dieu Hones, ou d’Apollon. A ThMies, au solstice d’hiver, on plaçait cet 
oiseau sur l’autel d’Osiris; il était richement paré, mit ré ou courronné du 
psehent, et portant sur l’épaule le Witon pastoral, dans la même position 
que l’aigle Mexicain que nous avons sous les yeux, (’cei est digne de 
remarque.’ Lenoir, in Antiq. Mex., torn. ii., div. i., p. 35. On the Cuerna­
vaca sculptures see Dupais, 1st exjied., pn. 13-14, pl. xxvii-xxx., tig 
20-3*2; Kingsborough, vol. v., pn. 2*21-2., vol. vi., p. 420, vol. iv., pl. x i ii— 
v., tig. 20-31 ; Mex., Anales act Ministerio de Fomento, 1854, torn, i., p. 
540.
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The ruins of Xochiealco, doubtless the finest in 
Mexico, are about fifteen miles 13" west of south 
from Cuernavaca, and about seventy-five miles south­
west from the city of Mexico. The first published 
description was Written by Alzate y Ramirez, who 
visited the locality in 1777, and published his account 
with illustrative plates as a supplement to his Lit­
erary Gazette in November, 1791.31 Humboldt made 
up his account from that of Alzate ; Dupaix and Cas­
taneda included Xochiealco in their first ex ' ;
Ncbel visited and sketched the ruins in 1831 ; and 
finally an account, perhaps the most complete extant, 
written from an exploration in 1835 by order of the 
Mexican government, was published in the Revista 
Me.ncana.33

Xochiealco, the ‘hill of flowers,’34 is a natural ele-
33 Drsrripcion de las Antigiiedadrs dr Xorhicnlro, supplement to Gareta 

dr Litrratum, Nov. 1791, also reprint of Id., tom. ii ; also preliminary 
mention in Id., February 8, 1791, tom. ii., p. 127. I>r (iamarra made a com­
pendium of the MS. before its publication, and sent the same to Italy. An 
Italian translation of Alzate’s account* was published with the original 
plates in Marquez, Dur Antichi Monumenti, pp. 14 29, and re translated 
from Marquez, in Dupaix, 1st exped., pp. 18-20.

33 Humboldt, Vues, tom. i , pp. 129-37, (fol. ed. pi. i x. ) ; Id., Essai Pol., pp.
189-90; Id., in Antiq. Mex., tom. i.,div. ii., pp. 15-17. ‘ M. Huml>oldt........
n’a-t-il pas suivi it ht lettre l’inexacte description de la pyramide de Xochi- 
calco par le F. Alzate, et n’a-t-il pas fait dans le dessin nu'il donne de ce 
monument, une seconde édition des erreurs île son modèle? IValdcek, Voy. 
Pitt., p. 09; Ncbcl, Viagc Pintoresco, pl. ix.-x , xix.-xx. ; Re vista Meri- 
rana, tmn. i., pp. 539-50, reprinted in Diecionario Cnir. Grog., turn, x., 
pp. 938-42; Dupaix, 1st cxjhmI., pp. 14-18, pl. xxxi.-ii., tig 33-0; Kings- 
norough, vol. v., pp. 222-4, vol. iv., pl. xv.-vi. ; Lenoir, in Antiq. Mex., 
loin, ii., div. i., pp. 35-0. Tvlor pronounces Castaneda’s drawings grossly 
incorrect. Other accounts by visitors, are found in La f ruin's Hu mbits, 
pp. 241-3; Mayers Mcx. as it tCas, ]ip. 1S0-7; hi., Mrx. Aztre, etc., 
\ol. ii., pp. 283-5, with cuts; Id., in Schoolcraft's Arch., vol. vi., pp. 583-4, 
pl xi. ; Tylor's Anahuac, pp. 183-95; Lournstcrn, Mexique. pi». 208 12, 
273-s 1 Other references to coin]>iled accounts are : Prescott's Mex , vol.
in., pp. 403-4; Carbajal, Ilist. Mex., tom. i., pp. 203-4; Arinin, Das Ileutigr 
Mrx., pp. 98-9, cut ; Raidin'ids Ane. Amer., pp. 89-90; Hartmann, Cali­

fornien, tom. ii., p. 80; Fosscy, Mex., pp. 302-3; Brasseur dr Bour- 
bourg, Hist. Xat. Civ., tom. i., p. 329; Larinaudiire, Mrx. Gnat., pji. 
40-9, plate; Bradford's Amer. Antiq., pp. 78 9; Maltr-Brun, Brens dr la 
Grog., tom. vi., p. 400; Democratic Ilrricic,\ol. xi., p. 612; Hard. Mtxiquc, 
p 70; Curtis' Despatches, p. 244; Priest's A mer. Antiq., pp. 270-7; Margdlt- 
r ray's Life of Humboldt, p. 308; Del a field's Antiq. Anar., ]». 58; Frost's 
Pat Hist. Mcx., pp 49-53, cut; Norman's Hambies in 1 ur., p. 171 ; frost's 
Great Cities, pp. 295-300, cut; Bonder's Mex. Gnat., vol i., pp. 339-40; 
Illustrated London News, June 1, 1807, cut.

34 Xochiealco, ‘castle of flowers,’ according to Diecionario Unir. Grog., 
tom. x., p. 938.

7963
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vation of conical form, with an oval base over two 
miles in circumference, rising from the plain to a 
height of nearly four hundred feet.38 Mr Latrobe 
claims to have found traces of paved roads, of large 
stones tightly wedged together, one of them eight 
feet wide, leading in straight lines towards the hill 
from different directions. The account in the Itcrista 
mentions only one such causeway running towards 
the east. A ditch, more or less tilled up and over­
grown with shrubbery, is said to extend entirely 
round the base of the hill, but its depth and width 
are not stated ; perhaps in the absence of more com­
plete information its existence should be considered 
doubtful.

Very near the foot of the northern slope are the 
entrances to two tunnels or galleries, one of which 
terminates at a distance of eighty-two feet; at least, 
it was obstructed and could not be explored beyond 
that point. The second gallery, cut in the solid lime­
stone of the bill, about nine feet and a half wide and 
high, has several branches running in different direc­
tions, some of them terminated by fallen debris, oth­
ers apparently walled up intentionally. The floors 
are paved to the thickness of a foot and a half with 
brick-shaped blocks of stone, the walls are also in 
many places supported by masonry, and both pave­
ment, walls, and ceiling arc covered with lime cement, 
which retains its polish and shows traces in some 
parts of having had originally a coating of red ochre. 
The principal gallery, after turning once at a right an­
gle, terminates at a distance of several hundred feet 
in a large apartment about eighty feet long, in which 
two circular pillars are left in the living rock to sup­
port the roof. The accompanying cut is Castaneda’s 
ground plan of the galleries and subterranean apart­
ment, a being the entrance on the north; b the termi-

35 Alzate’s barometrical observations, as reckoned by himself, made the 
height ‘281) feet; from the same observations Humboldt makes it 384; 2711 
feet, Dupaix-, 3Gi), Ncbcl; about d'M), Ti/lor• about 333, Rcvista Mcx.
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Subterranean Galleries—Xocliicaleo.

nation of main gallery; c, k, the branch gallery; c and 
(l, obstructed passages; <j, <j, the room; and f f the 
pillars. The scale of the plan is about fifty feet to 
the inch, but the dimensions, according to the scale, 
are doubtless inaccurate. According to the plan the 
galleries are only a little over four feet wide ; and the 
apartment thirty-three by thirty-nine feet. Alzate’s 
plan agrees with it so far as it goes ; the h’rnsta gives 
no plan, and its description differs in some respects, 
so far as the arrangement of the galleries is concerned, 
from the cut.36 In the top of the room at the south­
east corner, at h, is a dome-like structure, a vertical 
section of which is shown at j of the preceding cut, 
six feet in diameter and six feet high, lined with stone 
hewn in curved blocks, with a round hole about ten 
inches in diameter extending vertically upward from 
the top. 11 has been generally believed that this pass­
age leads up to the pyramid on the top of the hill, 
to be described later; but it will be seen that if the 
lull be two miles in circumference, or even half that 
size, the galleries are not nearly long enough to reach

36Aecording to the Rrvisfa, the gallery leads south 103 feet fry, h, of plan 
S3 feet), then west 10(» feet (not on plan), and terminates in what seems and 
is said hy the natives to he an intentional obstruction. 83 feet from the 
entrance (a, r, of plan 1(U feet) a branch leads east 138 feet (c, Z, of plan 
81 feet) to the room. 1 have no doubt that these dimensions are more accu­
rate than Dupaix’s. The lievistn account of the room, so far as it is in­
telligible, agrees well enough with the plan.
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the centre under the pyramid. Nebel fancied that the 
hole in the cupola was so situated that the rays of the 
sun twice a year would penetrate from above and 
strike an altar in the subterranean hall. The natives 
report other passages in the hill besides the one de­
scribed, and believe that one of them leads to Cliapul- 
tepec, near the city of Mexico.

Passing now from the interior to the outer surface 
of the ‘hill of flowers,’ we find it covered from top to 
bottom with masonry. Five terraces, paved with 
stone and mortar, and supported by perpendicular 
walls of the same material, extend in oval form en­
tirely round the whole circumference of the hill, one 
above the other. Neither the width of the paved 
platforms nor the height of the supporting walls has 
been given by any explorer, but each terrace, with 
the corresponding intermediate slope, constitutes 
something over seventy feet of the height of the 
hill. The terrace platforms have sometimes been 
described, without any authority, as a paved way 
leading round and round the hill in a spiral course to 
the summit. Dupaix speaks of a road about eight 
feet wide, which leads to the summit, but no other 
explorer mentions any traces of the original means of 
ascent. Each terrace wall, while forming in general 
terms an ellipse, does not present a regular line, but 
is broken into various angles like the bastions of 
a fortification. The pavements all slope slightly 
towards the south-west, thus permitting the water to 
run off readily. According to the plans of Alzate and 
Castaneda there are two additional terraces where a 
spur projects from the hill at the north-eastern base. 
Latrobe is the only authority on the intermediate 
slopes between the terraces, which he says are occu­
pied with platforms, bastions, and stages one above 
another. It is evident from all accounts that the 
whole surface of the hill, very likely shaped to some 
extent artificially, was covered with stone work, and 
that defense was one object aimed at by the builders.
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The Revista represents the terrace platforms as addi­
tionally fortified by the perpendicular supporting 
Avails projecting upward above their level, forming 
what may perhaps be termed a kind of parapet.

On the summit is a level platform measuring 
two hundred and eighty-five by three hundred and 
twenty-eight feet.37 According to Alzate, Hum­
boldt, Dupaix, and other early authorities—except 
Nobel, Avlio is silent on the subject—this plaza is 
surrounded by a Avail. Dupaix says the Avail is built 
of stones Avithout mortar, is five feet and a half high, 
and tAVO feet and nine inches thick. Alzate repre­
sents the Avail as perpendicular only on the inner side, 
being in fact a projection of the upper terrace slope, 
forming a kind of parapet, and making the plaza a 
sunken area. Latrobe also speaks of the plaza as a 
holloAV square, and Alzate’s representation is probably 
a correct one; for the author of the account in the 
Revista says that the Avail described by previous visit­
ors could not be found; and moreover, that there 
Avas no room for it on the north hctAveen the central 
pyramid and “one of the solid stone masses, or Caba­
lleros, that surround the platform,” the Caballeros, 
which may perhaps in this connection be translated 
‘parapets,’ being doubtless the same structures that 
the others describe as a Avail.

1 n tliis plaza, cultivated in later years as a corn­
field, there are several mounds and heaps of stones 
not particularly described ; and near the centre is a 
pyramid, or rather the loiver story of one, Avitli rect­
angular base, the sides of Avhich, exactly or very 
nearly facing the cardinal points, measure sixty-five 
feet from east to west, and fifty-eight feet from north 
to south. The lower story, Avhich in some parts is 
still standing to its full height, is divided into Avliat 
may be termed plinth, frieze, and cornice, and is about, 
sixteen feet high.38

37 These are the dimensions given in the Rcvista, 100 by 87 mètres. Du< 
paix, 1st exped., p. If), says 89 by 10*2 varus.

38 Dimensions in English feet—length east and west, width north and
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I n the centre of one of the façades is an open space, 
something over twenty feet wide, bounded hy solid 
balustrades, and probably occupied originally by a 
stairway, although it is said that no traces of steps 
have been found among the débris. The cut, from

Pyramid of Xochicalco.

Nebcl, shows the front of the pyramid on one side of 
the opening, being the eastern portion of the northern 
front, according to Nebel, who locates the stairway on 
the north, or the northern part of the western front, 
according to the lierista, which speaks of the opening 
as being on the west.

The pyramid, or at least its facing, is built of large 
blocks of granite or porphyry,™ a kind of stone not
south, nnd height of 1st story, always in the same order—according to dif- 
ervnt authorities:—ti4£ hy hy 1(> f$et. Xrbrf, plate ; (>V hy til hy , I)u- 
tutor; by 43 by /(/., plate; 58 by (>V by 11, Alzatc and Humboldt ; (>3 
by 58 bv \9tIlevista Mix. The side shown in Dupaix’s plate as 43 feet 
may Ik1 the northern or southern, instead of the eastern or western, accord­
ing as the stairway is on the north or west.

39 ‘ 1‘drfido granitieo,’ licrista p. 548. ‘ Basal to porfirieo,’ Xcbcl.
Basalt, Lournstcrn, M>.r , pi>. 200 10. ‘ La calidad de piedra de esta mag­
nifie» arquitectura es de pieura vitriticable, y pur la mayor parte de aquella
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found within a distance of many leagues. The blocks 
are of different sizes, the largest being about eleven 
feet long and three feet high, and few being less than 
five feet in length. They are laid without mortar, 
and so nicely is the work done that the joints are 
scarcely perceptible. The cut shows one of the fa-

Pyramiil of Xochicalco.

gaGfcwfo

cades, probably the northern, from Castaneda’s draw­
ing, which corresponds almost exactly to that given 
by Alzate. So far as the details of the sculpture are 
concerned it is probably not very trustworthy. The 
preceding cut, from Nebel, is perhaps the only relia­
ble drawing in this respect that has bc'cn published. 
The whole exterior surface seems to have been cov­
ered with sculptured figures in low relief, apparently 
executed after the stones were put in place, since one 
figure extends, with the greatest exactitude at the 
joints, over several blocks of stone.40

I translate from the Jierista the following remarks 
about the sculptured figtires: “At each angle, and 
on each side, is seen a colossal dragon’s head, from 
whose great mouth, armed with enormous teeth, pro­
jects a forked tongue; but in some the tongue is 
horizontal, while in others it falls vertically; in the 
first it points towards a sign which is believed to be
piedra con quo forman las muelas <5 piedras para moler trigo: tambien hay 
<U* color hlunquecino, siendo <lu notar, que en inuchas léguas à la redonda 
no sv liai la seinejante calidad «le piedra.’ Alzate, p. 8.

4U Kingsborough’s edition of Castaneda's drawing bears not the slight­
est likeness to that in the Antiq. Mex., copied above. It is possible that 
the latter was made up at Paris from Alzate’s plate.
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that of water, and in the others towards different 
signs or emblems.... Some have pretended to sep in 
these dragons images of crocodiles ; hut nothing cer­
tain can be.known of these fantastic figure* which 
have no model in nature....On the two sides still 
standing there are two figures of men larger than 
the natural size, seated cross-legged in the eastern 
fashion, wearing necklaces of enormous pearls, rich 
ornaments, and a head-dress out of all yfbportion, 
with long flowing plumes. In one hand they hold a 
kind of sceptre, and the other is placed on the breast; 
a hieroglyphic of great size, placed in the middle of 
each side, separates the two figures, whose heads arc 
turned, on the east side, one north and the other 
south, while on the north side both face the west. 
The frieze which surrounds this story {/resents a 
series of small human figures, also seated in the east­
ern manner, with the right hand crossed on the 
breast, and the left resting on a curved sword, whose 
hilt reminds us of ancient swords; a thing the more 
worthy of attention since no people descended from 
the Toltecs or Aztecs has made use of this kind of 
arms. The head-dress of these small figures, which 
closely resemble those mentioned before, is always 
disproportionately large, and this circumstance, which 
is found in all the Egyptian mythologie fables, is 
considered in the latter an emblem of power or di­
vinity. With the human figures are seen various 
signs, some of which seem allegorical and others 
chronologic, so far as may be judged from their con­
formity with those employed in the Aztec paintings. 
.... Another sign, apparently of a different nature, 
is often repeated among the figures; it is a dragon’s 
mouth, open and armed with teeth, as in the large 
reliefs, from which projects instead of a tongue a disk 
divided by a cross. ... It has also been thought (Al- 
zate) that dances are represented on the frieze of 
Xochicalco, but its perfect preservation makes such 
an error inexcusable, and figures seated with legs
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crossed and hands on a sword, exclude any idea of 
sacred or warlike dances, and suggest only mytho­
logie or historical scenes. Over the frieze was a 
cornice adorned with very delicate designs in the 
form of oahnetas or méandres in the Greek style.” 
The cut shows one of the bas-reliefs on a larger scale

Bas-Relief from Xochicalco.

than in the preceding illustrations. There is, as 
Neliel observes, a certain likeness between these 
sculptured designs and the stucco reliefs of Palenque, 
although in the architectural features of the monu­
ment, and of the base on which it rests, there seems 
to lie no analogy whatever with any of the southern 
ruins.

On the summit of this lower structure a few sculp­
tured foundation stones of a second story were found 
yet in place, the walls being two feet and three inches 
from the edge of the lower, except on the west, where 
the space is four feet and a half. According to the 
report of the inhabitants of the vicinity, the structure 
had originally five receding stories, similar to the first 
in outward appearance, which were all standing as late 
as 1755, making the whole edifice probably about 
sixty-five feet high. It is said to have terminated in 
a platform, on the eastern side of which stood a large 
block, forming a kind of throne, covered with liiero-
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glyphic sculpture. The proprietors of neighboring 
sugar-works were the authors of the monument’s de­
struction, the stone being of a nature suitable for their 
furnaces, and none other being obtainable except at a 
great distance. Alzate puts on record the name of 
one Estrada as the inaugurator of this disgraceful 
work of devastation.41 Several restorations of the 
pyramid of Xochicalco have been attempted on paper, 
that by the artist Nebel being probably the only one 
that bears any likeness to the original ; and even his 
sketch, so far as the sculptured designs arc con­
cerned, must be regarded as extremely conjectural, 
having as a foundation only a few scattered blocks 
and the reports of the ‘oldest inhabitant.’ At the 
Paris international exhibition in 1867 a structure was 
built and exhibited in the Champs de Mars, purport­
ing to be * fac-simile of this monument ; but judging 
from a cut published in a London paper, it might with 
equal propriety have been exhibited as a model of any 
other ruin in the new or old world.42

The second story seems to have had interior apart­
ments, with three doorways at the head of the grand 
stairway. On the summit of the lower story, accord­
ing t the is a pit, perhaps a covered apart­
ment originally, measuring twenty-two feet square, 
an nearly filled with fragments of stone, some of 
them sculptured, which were not removed. It is of 

mrse possible that there exists some means of com­
munication between this apartment and the subter­
ranean galleries of the hill below.

East of the hill of Xochicalco, on the road to Mia- 
catlan, an immense stone was said to have been found 
serving as a kind of cover to a hole, perhaps the en­
trance to a subterranean gallery, on the face of which

41 ‘El primer dcstruidor, comparable al zapatero que quemd el tcmplo 
de Diana Efesina, fué mi fulano Estrada; su atrevimiento permanezva en 
o^robio para con lus amantes de la antigüedad.’ Alzate, p. 8. Humboldt,
I urs, tom. i., p 132, gives 1730 as the date when the five stories yet re­
mained in place.

42 London Illustrated News, June 1, 1807. Alzate and Mayer also give 
restorations.
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was sculptured an eagle tearing a prostrate native 
Prometheus. It was broken up and most of the 
pieces carried away, but Alzate saw one fragment con­
taining a part of the sculptured thigh, from which 
perhaps with the aid of his imagination and his 
knowledge of Grecian mythology the good padre pre­
pared a drawing of the whole, which he published. 
Later visitors have not even seen a fragment of so 
wonderful a relic. Mr Tylor speaks of a small paved 
oval space somewhere in connection with the ruin, in 
which he found fragments of a clay idol. There are 
no springs of water on or near the hill.

The Ileiista says, “adjoining this hill is another 
higher one, also covered with terraces of stone-work' 
in form of steps. A causeway of large marble dags 
led to the top, where there are still some excavations 
and among them a mound of large size. Nothing 
further in the way of monuments is to be seen on the 
lower (part of the?) hill except a granite block, which 
may be the great square stone mentioned by Alzate, 
which served to close the entrance to a subterranean 
gallery, situated east of the principal monument.” 
There are also some traces of one terrace indicated on 
Castaneda’s view of the larger hill. On the sculp­
tured façades of the pyramid, all have found traces of 
color in sheltered places, and have concluded that the 
whole surface was originally painted red, except the 
author of the account in the Re vista, who thinks that 
the groundwork of the reliefs only was covered with 
a colored varnish, as was the usage in Egypt. Lo- 
wenstorn claims to have found in the vicinity of No- 
chicalco the foundation of many aboriginal dwellings.

A slight resemblance has been noted in some of the 
sculptured human figures, seated cross-legged, to the 
Maya sculptures and stucco reliefs of Central Amer­
ica; a few figures, like that of the rabbit, may present 
some analogies to Aztec sculptures, many specimens 
of which will he shown in the present chapter; the 
very fact of its being a pyramid in several stories,

f
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gives to Xochicalco a general likeness to all the more 
important American ruins; the terraces on the hill- 
slopes have their counterparts at Quiotepec and else­
where ; the absence of mortar between the façade - 
stones is a feature also of Mitla; still as a whole the 
monument of Xochicalco stands alone ; both in archi­
tecture and sculpture it presents strong contrasts with 
Copan, Uxmal, Palenque, Mitla, Choiula, Teotilma- 
can, or the many pyramids of Vera Cruz. There is 
no definite tradition referring the origin of this mon­
ument to any particular pre-Aztec period, save the 
universal modern tradition among the natives referring 
everything wonderful to the Toltecs. It is not, more­
over, improbable that the pyramid was built by a 
Nahua people during the Aztec period ; for it must be 
remembered first that all the grand temples in And- 
liuac—the Aztec territory proper—have disappeared 
since the Conquest, so that a comparison of such 
buildings with that of Xochicalco is impossible ; and 
second, that the Aztecs were superior to the nations 
immediately surrounding them in war rather than art, 
so that it would be by no means surprising to find a 
grander temple in Cuernavaca than in the valley of 
Mexico. The Aztec sculpture on such monuments as 
have been found in the city of Mexico if different 
from, is not inferior to that at Xochicalco, and there 
is no reason whatever to doubt the ability of the Az­
tecs to build such a pyramid. Still there remains of 
course the possibility of a pre-Aztec antiquity for the 
building on the hill of flowers, and of Maya influence 
exerted upon its builders.43

43 1A part cc monument, Mexico ne possède intact et debout aucun 
vestige de constructions antiques.’ Waldcck, Voy. J'ift., p. 7-, ‘No s» 
puede poner en duda el destine absolutamente militar de est os trabajos, ni 
rehusarsc 4 créer que tuvieron por objeto especial la defensa del moim- 
mento (jue encerraban, cuva importancia puede apreciarse, atendiendo â 
los medios empleados para su seguridad.’ ‘Todos los viagères coiivienen 
en la noblcza de la estructura y en la regularidad de proporciones del mo- 
numento. La inclinacion de las pared es, la elegancia del fri so y la corn i sa, 
son de nn rfrrto notable.' In the sculptures ‘se hallan proporciones regu- 
lares, y mu ch a espresion en las cabezas y en el adorno de las figuras; mien- 
tras que en las otras (Aztec) no se descubren sino vestigios de barbarie.
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In the south-eastern part of the state from Yaliua
lica northward to Mecamecan, relies have been dis­
covered, mostly by Dupaix, in several localities. At 
Yahualica, near Huautla, there are tombs, with stone 
images, human remains, pottery, and nictates, also 
some metallic relics not described.14 At Xonacatepec 
was seen a mask of about the natural size, carved 
very neatly from a whitish translucent stone.45 At 
the sugar plantation of Casasano, in the same region, 
a somewhat remarkable relic was a stone chest, of 
rectangular base, larger at the bottom than at the 
top, with a cover fitting like that of a modern chest. 
It was cut from a grayish stone, and when found by 
laborers engaged in digging a ditch, is said to have 
been filled with stone ornaments. At the same place

Sculptured stone—Casasano.

Las estatims aztccas, informes y desproporcionadas, en nada manifiestan
la iniitavion de la naturaleza; y si en ellas se observa frveuentemente 1111a
ejecucion algo correct a, con mas frccuencia se ven todavia cabczas desme* 
diilas, nariccs cesageradas y frentes deprimidas linsta la estravagancia.’ 
Jîrristo .1 tx., tom. i., pp. 539, 54-, 549. 'Les naturels du village voisin de 
Tetlama possèdent une carte géographique construite avant l'arrivée des 
Kspagnols, et à huiuelle on a ajouté linéiques noms depuis la conquête; sur 
cette carte, à l'endroit où est situé le monument de Xochicalco, on trouve 
la ligure de «leux guerriers qui combattent avec des massues, et dont l'un 
est nommé Xoebicatli, et l’autre Xieatetli. Nuits ne suivrons pas ici les 
antiquaires mexicains dan leurs discussions étymologiques, pour apprendre 
si l’un de ees guerriers a donné le nom à la colline «!<• Xocliicaleo, ou si 
1 image des deux combattans désigné simplement une bataille entre deux 
nations voisines, ou enlin si la dénomination de Maison rfrs Jfrurs a etc 
donnée au monument pyramidal, parce que les Toltèques, comme les IV- 
ruviens, n’oft’roicnt il la divinité que des fruits, des fleurs et de l’encens.’ 
ihunhofi/t, Vues, tom. i., pp. 135-fi.

44 Mejr., A mile* del Ministerio de Fomcnto, 1854, tom. i., p. 049.
45 Dupaix, ‘2d exped., p. 13, pl. xvii., fig. 5*2; Kingsborotojh, vol. v., p.
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was seen a circular stone, three feet in diameter and 
nine inches thick, sculptured in geometric figures on 
one side, as shown in the preceding cut.40

Another similar stone of the same thickness, and 
about three feet and a half in diameter, was built 
into a modern wall at Ozumba. These geometrically & 
carved circular blocks are of not infrequent occurrence 
on tbe Mexican plateaux; of their use nothing is 
known, but they seem to bear a vague resemblance 
to the Aztec calendar and sacrificial stones to be 
described later. Another class of circular blocks, 
from two to three feet in diameter, with curves and 
various ornamental figures sculptured on one face, are 
also of frequent occurrence. Several of this class will 
be mentioned and illustrated in connection with the 
relics of Xochimilco. Two of them were seen by 
Dupaix at Chimalhuacan Tlaehialco, near Ozumba, 
together with two small idols of stone. At Ahue- 
lmepa, in tho same region, was a statue which had 
lost the head and the legs below the knees; a hiero­
glyphic device is seen on the breast, and a small 
cord passes round the waist, and is tied in a bow- 
knot in front. Two fragments of head-dresses carved 
in red stone were found at the same place. A few 
miles east of the village of Meeamecan is an isolated 
rock of gray granite, artificially formed into pyram­
idal shape as shown in the cut. It is about twelve 
feet high and fifty-five feet in circumference, having 
rudely cut steps, which lead up the eastern slope. 
Dupaix conjectures that this monument was intended 
for some astronomic use, and that the man sculptured 
on the side is engaged in making astronomical obser­
vations, the results of which are expressed by the 
other figures on the rock. The only possible founda-

213, vol. vi., p. 442, vol. iv., pi. xv., fig. 52; Lenoir, in Antiq. Mrx., tom. 
ii., div. i., p. 46.

<6 fhi/mix, 1st exped., p. 13, pi. xxv.-vi., fig. 27-8; Kingahorough, vol. 
v., p. 221, vol. vi., pp. 428-9, vol. iv., pi. xii., tig. 27-8; Lenoir, in Antiq. 
Mrx., tom. ii., div. i., pp. 33-4.
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-"II" ;

Pyramidal stone—Mecamecan.

tion for the opinion is the resemblance of some of the 
signs to those by which the Aztecs expressed dates.47

Entering now the valley of Mexico, we find many 
localities on the hanks and islands of Lake Chaleo 
where relics of the ancient inhabitants have been 
brought to light. At Xochimilco on the western 
shore of the lake, Dupaix mentions the following:— 
1st. A stone block with regular sides, on one of 
which about three feet square are sculptured two con­
centric circles, as large as the space permits, with 
smaller circles outside of the larger, at each corner of 
the block. 2d. A crouching monster of stone thirty 
inches high, which apparently served originally for 
a fountain or aqueduct, the water flowing through the 
mouth. 3d. A semi-spherical pedestal of limestone, 
broken in two pieces, three feet high, and decorated 
on the curved surface with oval figures radiating from 
the centre. 4th. A lizard thirty inches long, sculp­
tured on a block which is built into a modern wall.

47 Dupaix, 2d exped., pp. 11-13, pi. xv.-vii., fig. 44-51; Kingsborouqh, 
vol. v., pp. 241-3, vol. vi., p. 441, vol. i\\, pi. xiii.-xv., fig. 44-51; Lenoir, 
in Antiq. Mcx., tom. ii., div. i., pp. 45-6; naldirin s Ane. Amer., pp. 122-3

with a remark that ‘telescopic tubes’ have been found in Mississippi 
mounds and in Peru.
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5th. A coat of arms, also on a block in a wall, con­
sisting of a circle on parallel lances like some already 
described. Within the circle is a very perfect Mal­
tese cross, hanging from the lower part is a fan-like 
plume, and elsewhere on the smooth faces of the stone 
are nine very peculiar knots or tassels. Gth. A kind 
of Hat-fish three feet eight inches long, carved from a 
bluish gray stone. 7th. A coiled serpent in red por­
phyry, a foot and a half in diameter, and nine feet 
long if uncoiled. This relic is shown in the cut.

Coiled Serpent—Xochimilco.

8th. Two death’s heads in stone. 9th. A rabbit in 
low relief on a fragment of stone. 10th. An animal 
in red stone, on a cubic pedestal of the same mate­
rial. 11 th. A stone image of a seated female. 12th. 
An idol with a man’s head and woman’s breasts. 13th. 
Ten sculptured blocks, the faces of which are shown 
in the following cut, and which would seem to have 
served only for decorative purposes. Most of them 
have rough backs, evidently having been taken from 
ancient walls; and many of these and other similar 
blocks found in this region had tenons like that shown 
in fig. 9 of the cut. Fig. 7 shows one of the several 
death’s heads found at Xochimilco.

At Tlahuac, or Cuitlahuac, were seen two circular 
stones something over three feet in diameter and half 
as thick, of black porous volcanic material. Each had 
a circular hole in the centre, rude incised figures on
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Sculptured Stones—Xochimilco.

the faces, and a tenon at one point of the circumfer­
ence. They strongly remind me of the rings in the 
walls of the so-called gymnasium at Chichen in Yu­
catan. Another relic was a cylindrical stone of a hard 
gray material, of the same dimensions as the preced­
ing, hut without a supporting tenon. The circular 
faces were plain, but the sides, or rim, were decorated 
with circles, bands, and points symmetrically arranged 
and sculptured in low relief. And finally there was 
found at Tlahuac the very beautiful vase of hard iron-
g™y stone shown in the cut. It is eight feet four

Sculptured Vase—Tlahuac.
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inches in circumference on the outside, one foot nine 
inches in diameter on the inside, and elaborately 
sculptured in low relief on both the exterior and interior 
surface. In Kingsborough’s edition of Dupaix’s work 
it is stated that the two causeways which led to the 
town across the waters of Lake Chaleo are still in gqod 
preservation, live or six yards wide and of varying 
height, according to the depth of the water. In the 
report of the Ministre de Fomento in 1854 there is 
also a mention of a dike built to keep the waters of 
the lake from Mexico. Another dike, serving also as 
a causeway at Tulyahualco is mentioned in the same 
report.

At Xico, on an island in Lake Chaleo, there are 
some traces of an aboriginal city, in the shape of 
foundation walls of masonry, stone terraces, and what 
is very important if authentic, well-burned bricks of 
different forms and dimensions. In the Mexican 
government report referred to, the foundations of a 
palace are alluded to.

At Misquique, on another of the lake islands Du­
pai x found the following objects left by the antiguos : 
—1st. A sculptured monster’s head, with a tenon for 
insertion in a wall. 2d. A large granite vase, cir­
cular in form, four feet and a half in diameter, three 
feet and a half high, sculptured on the upper rim, 
painted on the inside, and polished on the outer sur­
face. It rests on a cylindrical base, smaller than the 
vase itself, and is used in modern times as a baptis­
mal font. 3d. A mill-stone shaped block, with a 
tenon, very similar to those found at Tlahuac, except 
that the sculptures on the face are evidently in low 
relief in this case. 4th. An animal called by Du­
pai x a coyote, sculptured on the face of a block. 5 th. 
A cylindrical stone twenty-one inches in diameter 
and twenty-eight in height, round the circumference 
of which is sculptured, or apparently merely incised, 
a serpent. 6th. A square block with concentric cir­
cles and other figures, similar to those at Xochimilco.
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7th. Another block with a spiral figure. 8th. A 
very finely formed head of gray veined stone, fur­
nished with a tenon at the back of the neck. 9th. 
Three small and rudely formed images, one of green 
jasper and two of a red stone.

At Tlalmanalco were four small idols in human 
form, three of which were built into a modern wall ; 
two heads, one of which is of chalchiuite ; three of 
the ornamental blocks, one bearing clearly defined 
cross-bones; and the nondescript animal in gray stone 
shown in the cut. Also at Tlalmanalco, in the official

Animal in Stone—Tlalmanalco.

report already several times cited, mention is made 
of three fallen pyramids, one of which was pene­
trated by a gallery, supposed to have been intended 
for burial purposes.

Culhuacan, on the north-eastern bank of the same 
lake, is a small village which retains the name of 
the city which once occupied the site, famous in 
the annals of Toltec times. Veytia tells us that in 
his time some vestiges of the ancient capital were 
still visible; and Gondra describes a clay idol found 
at Culhuacan, and shown in the cut, as ah image of

Terra-Cotta Idol—Culhuacan.
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Quetzalcoatl, giving, however, no very clear reasons 
for his belief. This relic is fourteen inches high, 
thirteen inches wide, and is preserved in the Mexican 
Museum.48

The relics discovered in AnAhuac at points west­
ward from the lakes, I shall describe without speci­
fying in my text the exact locality of each place 
referred to. At Chapultepec there is a tradition 
that statues representing Montezuma and Axayacatl 
were carved in the living rock of the cliff; and these 
rock portraits are said to have remained many years 
after the Conquest, having been seen by the dis­
tinguished Mexican scientist Leon y Gama. Bras­
seur de Bourbourg even claims to have seen traces of 
them, but tins may perhaps be doubted. One was 
destroyed at the beginning of the eighteenth century 
by order of the over-religious authorities; but the 
other remained in perfect preservation until the year 
1753, when it also fell a victim to anti-pagan barba­
rism. The immense cypresses or ah it eh art ex that still 
stand at the foot of Chapultepec, ‘hill of the grass­
hopper,’ are said to have been large and flourishing 
trees before the coming of the Spaniards.49

A few miles from the celebrated church of Nuestra 
Senora de los Remedios, is a terraced stone-faced hill, 
similar perhaps in its original condition to Xochicalco, 
except that the terraces are more numerous and only 
three or four feet high. Although only a short dis­
tance from the capital in an easily accessible locality, 
only two writers have mentioned its existence—Al- 
zate y Ramirez in 1792 and Lowenstern in 1838. 
The former calls the hill Otoncapolco, and his article

4S Du/taix, 2d expert., pp. 3-11, pi. i.-xiv., fig. 1-43; Kine/shorouyh's 
Mex. A nti</., vol. v., pit. 228-40, vol. vi., pp. 432-40, vol. iv., pi. i. xii., tig. 
1-43; Lenoir, Parallèle, pp. 37-45; Mexico, Anales del Mimsterio de Fo­
menta, 1854, tom. i., pp. 477, 480, 5(H), 502, 521; Vcytia, llist. Ant. Mej., 
tom. i., p. 21; Gondra, in Prescott, Hist. Cong. Mextom. iii., pp. 60-0, 
pi. xii.

49 Leon y Gama, Dos Piedras, pt ii., p. 80; Lyon's Journal, vol. ii., p. 
113; tirasseur de liourhoury, Hist. Nat. Cir., tom. iv., p. 11; Montanas, 
Nianre Weereld, p. 208; Prescott's Mex., vol. i., p. 142; Thiunmcl, Mexiko, 
pp. 124-5; I Va nV s Mexico, vol. ii., pp. 230-1; Lut robe's Rambler, p. 176.
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in the Gaceta de Literatura is mainly devoted to prov­
ing that this was the point where Corttis fortified him­
self after the ‘noche triste,’ instead of the hill on 
which the church of Remedies stands, as others in 
Alzate’s time believed. The author, who visited the 
place with an artist, says, “ 1 saw ruins, and hewn 
stones of great magnitude, all of which proves to the 
eye that this was a fortification, or as the historians 
say, a temple, because they thought that everything 
made by the Indians had some connection with idol­
atry; it is sure that in the place where the celebrated 
sanctuary stands, there is not found the slightest ves­
tige of fortress or temple, while on the contrary, all 
this is observed at Otoncapolco.” This with the re­
mark that this monument, although not comparable 
to Xochicalco, yet merits examination, is all the in­
formation Padre Alzate givesv us ; and Lowenstern 
adds but little to our knowledge of the monument, 
lie found debris of sculptured stone,z obsidian, vases, 
and pottery; also the ruins of a castle two-thirds up 
the slope, in connection with which Was found a fiat 
.stone over six feet long, bearing a sculptured five- 
/branched cross—a kind of coat of arms. The hill is 
from two hundred and sixty to three hundred and 
twenty-five feet high, has a square summit platform, 
and the whole surface of its slopes was covered with 
stone-work, now much displaced, in the shape of steps, 
or terraces, between three and four feet high. At one 
point the explorer found, as he believed, the entrance 
to a subterranean passage, into which he did not enter 
hut inserted a pole about nine feet.50

At Taeuba, the ancient Tlacopan, Bradford men­
tions the “ruins of an ancient pyramid, constructed 
with layers of unburnt brick,” and Lowenstern speaks 
of broken pottery and fragments of obsidian. The 
latter author also claims to have seen near the church

10 Alzate y Ramirez, Gaceta*, Oct. 2, Ï792, reprint, tom. ii., pp. 457-9; 
Littrensfern, Mexique, pp. 260-5, and scattered remarks, pp. 273-81 ; Id., 
in Loud. Gcog. Soc., Jour., vol. xi., p. 107.
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of Guadalupe the foundations of many small dwell­
ings which constituted an aboriginal city.51 At Ma- 
linalco, near Toluca, two musical instruments, tlainal- 
huilili, are mentioned. They were carved from hard 
wood and had skin stretched across one end, being 
three feet long and eighteen inches in diameter.62 

Mr Foster gives a cut of a tripod vase in the Chicago 
Academy of Sciences, which was dug up near San 
José. “It is very symmetrically moulded, and is or­
namented by a series of chevrons or small triangles. 
This chevron mode of ornamentation appears to have 
been widely prevalent.”63

In describing the relics which have been discovered 
from time to time in the city of Mexico, the ancient 
Aztec capital, I shall make no mention for the pres­
ent of such objects, preserved in public and private 
antiquarian collections in that city, as have been 
brought from other parts of the state or republic. 
When the locality is known where any one of this 
class of relics was found I shall describe it when treat­
ing of antiquities in that locality. The many relics 
whose origin is unknown will lie alluded to at the end 
of this chapter. Since all who have visited Mexico 
or written books about that country, almost without 
exception, have had “something to say of antiquities 
and of the collections in the National Museum, as 
well as of the relics belonging strictly to the city, i 
shall economize space and avoid a useless repetition 
by deferring a list of such authorities to my account 
of the miscellaneous relics of the Mexicali ^public 
at the end of the chapter, referring for my present 
purpose only to the more important authorities, or 
such as contain original information or illustrations.

No architectural monuments whatever remain with­
in the city limits. The grand palac.es of the Aztec

51 Bradford's Amer. Antiq., n. 78, with reference to Latrobc; Lowcn- 
stern, Mexique, pp. 258-00; Baril, Mexique, p. 70.

52 Mexico, Anales del Ministerio de romento, 1854, tom. i., pp. 241-2.
13 Fosters Brc-llist. Races, p. 244.
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monarchs, the palatial residences of the nobility, the 
abodes of wealth and fashion, like the humbler dwell­
ings of the masses, have utterly disappeared ; monu­
ments reared in honor of the gods have not outlasted 
the structures devoted to trade ; the lofty teocalli of 
the blood-thirsty Huitzilopochtli, like the shrines of 
lesser and gentler deities, has left no trace.

Movable relics in the shape of. idols and sculptured 
stones are not numerous, although some of them are 
very important. No systematic search for such mon­
uments has ever been made, and those that have been 
brought to light were accidentally discovered. Some 
sculptured blocks of the greatest antiquarian value 
have been actually seen in making excavations for 
modern improvements, and have been allowed to re­
main undisturbed under the pavements and public 
squares of a great city! There can be no doubt that 
thousands of interesting monuments are buried be­
neath the town. The treasures of the Plaza Mayor 
will perhaps be some day brought out of their retire­
ment to tell their story of aboriginal times, but hun­
dreds of Aztec divinities in stone will sleep on till 
doomsday. It is unfortunate that these gods of other 
days cannot regain for a time the power they used to 
wield, turn at least once in their graves, and shake 
the drowsy populace above into a realization of the 
fact that they live in the nineteenth century.

The three principal monuments of Mexico Tenoch- 
titlan are the Calendar-Stone, the so-called Sacrificial 
Stone, and the idol called Teoyaomiqui. They were 
all dug up in the Plaza Mayor where the great teo- 
calli is suppposed to have stood, and where they were 
doubtless thrown down and buried from the sight of 
the natives at the time of the Conquest. In the 
years 1790 to 1792 the plaza was leveled and paved 
by order of the government, and in the excavations 
tor this purpose and for drainage the three monu­
ments were discovered, the Calendar-Stone and the

$
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idol very near the surface, and the third relic at a 
depth of twenty-five or thirty feet.

The Calendar-Stone was a rectangular parallelopip- 
edon of porphyry, thirteen feet one inch and a half 
square, three feet three inches and a half thick, and 
weighing in its present mutilated state twenty-four 
tons. The sculptured portion on one side is enclosed 
in a circle eleven feet one and four-fifths inches in 
diameter. These are the dimensions given hy Hum­
boldt, who personally examined the stone, and agree 
almost exactly with those given hy Leon y Gama, 
who examined and made drawings of the monument 
iminediately after its discovery. Gama pronounced 
the material to he limestone, which provoked a sharp 
controversy between him and Padre Alzate, the latter 
calling the material, which he tested by means of 
acids, a volcanic rock. Humboldt’s opinion is of 
course decisive in such a matter. The centre of the 
circle does not exactly correspond with that of the 
square, and Gama concludes from this circumstance 
that the stone had a companion block which might be 
found near the place where this was found.54

14 4 by 4 by 1 metros, circle 3.4 metros in diameter. Hamhnldt, Ibex, turn 
ii-. ]». S.'», (or 3.04 metres, V feet (>A inches, according to Antiij. Mr.r. ) Ii 
nature tie cette pierre n'est pas calcaire, comme l'atlirme M Dama, niais tic 
porphyre trapneen gris-noirâtre, à base de waekc basaltique. Kn exam­
inant avec soin des fragments détaches, j’y ai reconnu île l'amphibole, 
beaucoup de cristaux très alongés tie feldspath vitreux, et, ce qui est assez 
remarquable, îles paillettes de mica. Cette roche, fendillée et remplie de 
petites cavités, est dépourvue tie quarz, comme presque toutes les roches 
<le la formation de trapp. Comme son poids actuel est encore de plus de 
quatre cent quatre-vingt-deux quintaux (*24,400 kilogrammes).’ Id., in Jn 
ti<i> d/c.c., tom. i., tliv. ii., p. 22, supl. pl. v. ; Id., l'tns, torn, i., p. 33‘J, et 
setp, tom. ii., pp. 1, et setp.St, pl. x i i i. (fol. etl., ]il. xxiii.). 4^ by 4A 1 »\ 1 
xaras, diameter of circle a little over 4 varus. ‘La figura tie esta piedra 
tlebio ser en su origen un paralolcpipodo rectangulo, lo tpie manificsta bien 
(aunque la faltan algunos pedazos eonsitlerables, y en otros partes e>ta 
bastante lastimada) por lus Angulos quo aim mantione, los quo demuestraii 
las ext re m it hit les que permanecen menos maltratadas.’ Leon y damn, Pos 
Pn'drns, nt i., pp. 02, 2-3; Id., Sm/i/io Astro/i., Koine, 1804. p. 130. Re­
ply to Alzate s criticism, Id., pt ii., pp. 24-3. See Alzntr y llnminz. 
dnertas, tom. ii., p. 421. Original weight as it came from the quurry 
nearly fXMons. l'rrsott's Mr.r., v«d. i , p. 142. Dug upon Dec. 17. IT'.o 
douant, in Prcsco/f, Jlixt. Coin/. Mr.r., ttnn. iii., pp. 47-34, pl. viii. 11 
feet 8 inches in diameter. Mnyrr's Mrx. ns it 11 Vf*, pp. 120-8. 12 feet in
diameter, of porous basalt, liullork's Mr.riro, pp. 33.3-4. ‘Kasalto porfi- 
rico,’ circle V feet in diameter. A\bd, Vinjr. 11 feet diameter. Fossry,

/
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The stone has been for many years built into the 
wall of the cathedral at the base, where it is exposed 
to the view of all passers-by, and to the action ot the 
elements. While lying uncovered in the plaza it was 
considerably mutilated by the natives, who took 
the opportunity of manifesting their horror of the 
ancient gods, by pelting with stones tins relic ot 
their paganism. Parts of the stone were also broken 
off when It was thrown down and buried by the con- 
([iiistadoms. Fortunately the sculptured portions 
have been but slightly injured, and are shown in 
the cut. i The plates published by Gama, Hum-

à A./.

Aztec Calendar-Stone.

boldt, Nebel, Mayer, and others, arc all tolerably
M'-xiam, i>. L*17. 27 feet in circumference, limdfuni's Amer. Antiq., p.
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accurate, except that they were drawn to repre­
sent the stone correctly on the plate or block, and 
of course reversed in printing. The origin of this 
error is probably to be found in the fact that 
nearly all have copied Gama’s plate. In my cut the 
error is corrected and the sculptured figures agree 
exactly with Charnay’s photograph.65 These figures 
are the symbols of the Aztec calendar, many of 
which are well understood, while others are of un­
known or disputed signification. The calendar has 
been sufficiently explained in a preceding volume, 
and I shall not enter upon its elucidation here. The 
sculpture is in low relief, very accurately worked, and 
the circle which encloses it projects, according to 
Mayer, seven inches and a half, according to Gama 
and Netbel about three inches, and the rim of the 
circle is also adorned with sculptures not shown in 
the cut. Respecting the excellence of the sculpture 
Humboldt says: “the concentric circles, the divisions, 
and the subdivisions without number arc traced with 
mathematical exactitude; the more we examine tin- 
details of this sculpture, the more we discover this 
taste for repetitions of the same forms, this spirit of 
order, this sentiment of symmetry, which, among halt- 
civilized peoples, take the place of the sentiment of 
the beautiful.”

No stone like that from which the Calendar-Stone 
is hewn, is found within a radius of twenty-five or 
thirty miles of Mexico, and this may be regarded as 
the largest block which the natives are known to 
have moved over a long distance. Prescott tells us 
that the stoneiwas brought from tlfe mountains be­
yond Lake Chaleo, and was dropped into the water 
while being transported across one of the causeways. 
There is no reason to attribute this monument to 
any nation preceding the Aztecs, although the cal­
endar itself was the invention of an older people. 
Wax models of this and other relics, described by

55 C/uiriiay, It nines AnUr., phot. i.
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Mr Tylor as very inaccurate, are sold in Mexico; and 
a plaster cast, taken by Mr Bullock in 18"23, was , 
exhibited in London.56

The Sacrificial Stone, so called, is a cylindrical 
block of porphyry, nine feet and ten inches in diam­
eter, three feet seven and'one fourth inches thick. 
This also was dug from the Plaza Mayor, was carried 
to the courtyard of the University, where it has lain 
ever since, much of the time half covered in the 
ground, and where different visitors have examined 
it. The cut, which I have copied from Col. Mayer’s

)

drawing, shows the sculpture which covers one side 
of the stone, the other side being plain. The name 
of Sacrificial Stone, by which it is generally known, 
probably originated from the canal which leads from 
the centre to the edge, and which was imagined to 
have carried off the blood of sacrifices; but the reader 
will notice at once that this stone bears not the 
slightest resemblance to the altars on which the 
priests cut out the hearts of their human victims, as 
described in a preceding volume. Some authors, 
among whom is Humboldt, believe this to be the 
tcnixlacatl, or gladiatorial stone, on which captives 
were doomed to tight against great odds until over­
come and put to death. The bas-relief sculptures,

56 Additional references on the Calendar-Stone:—Tylor's Anahuac, pp. 
238-9; Muyers Mcjc. Aztec, etc., vol. i., p. 117, cuts; Id., in Schoolcraft's 
Arch., vol. vi., p. f>90, with plate; Gallatin, in Anicv. Ethno. Soc., Tran­
sact., vol. i., pp. 70, 94-103, 114.

Sacrificial Stone—Mexico.
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the central concavity, the canal, and the absence of 
any means of securing the foot of the captive, are 
very strong arguments against this use of the cylin­
der. A smooth surface would certainly be desirable 
lor so desperate a conflict, and the sculptured figures 
on the rim, or circumference, soon to be noticed, show 
that the plain side of the stone was not in its original 
position uppermost. Gama, the first to write about 
the monument, pointed out very clearly the objec­
tions to the prevailing ideas of its aboriginal purpose. 
He claimed that the stone was, like the one already 
described, a calendar-stone, on which was inscribed 
the system of feast-days. The strongest objection to 
this theory was the existence of the central concavity 
and canal, which, however, Gama considers not to 
have belonged to the monument at all, but to have 
been added by the ruder hands of those who wished 
to blot out the face of the sun which originally oc­
cupied, the centre. Latrobe also says, “1 have but 
little hesitation in asserting that the groove in the 
upper surface formed no part of the original design ; ’ 
but Col. Mayer, who has carefully examined this 
relic, tells me that the canal presents no signs what­
ever of being more recent than the other carving, 
and it must be admitted that the Spaniards would 
hardly have adopted this method of mutilation. 
Tylor suggests that this was a sacrificial altar, hut 
used for offerings of animals. Fossey speaks of it 
as a ‘triumphal stone.’ But in alluding to these 
theories I am departing somewhat from my purpose, 
which is to give all the information extant respecting 
each relic as it exists. y-

The whole circumference of the stonefis covered 
with sculptured figures, consisting of fifteen groups. 
Each group contains two human figures, apparently 
warriors or kings, victor and vanquished, differing 
but little in position or insignia in the different 
groups, but accompanied by hieroglyphic signs, which 
may express their names or those of their nations.
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Two groups as sketched by Nobel arc shown in the 
cut. According to Gama these sculptured figures

mm

Sculpture on the Sacrificial Stone.

represent by the thirty dancers the festivities cele­
brated twice each year on the occasion of the sun 
passing the zenith; and also commemorate, since the 
festivals were in honor of the Sun and of Huitzilo- 
povhtli, the battles and victories of the Aztecs, the 
hieroglyphics being the names of conquered provinces, 
and most of them legible.67

’’ î.con ?/ damn, Dos Piedras, pt ii., pp. 46-73. Discovered December 
17. 17V1 ; 3 varas, 1 pulgudn, 4A linens in diameter; 1 vara, 1 pnlgnda high ; 
material a hard, dark-colored, line grained stone, which admits of a line 
polish. Humboldt gives the dimensions 3 mètres diameter, 11 décimè­
tres high; he also says the groups are 20 in number. \'ues, tom. i., pp. 
3IÔ 24, (fob ed. pi. xxi.); hi., in Autiq. Mrx., tom. i., div. ii., pp. 20-1, 
suppl. ]>1. iv., showing the rim. Nebel, Yiuje, gives plates of upper sur­
face, showing, however, no groove all the groups on the rim, and one 
group on a larger scale. He says the material is 1 hasalto porfirieo,’ and 
the dimensions VX3 feet, liullock, Mexico, pp. ,335-6, says, 25 feet in cir­
cumference. He also took a plaster cast of this stone. A mass of basalt 

feet in diameter, and 3 feet high, believed by the author to be in reality a 
sacrificial stone. Mm/rr's Mrx. ns if II'as, pp. 110-2*2; Id., Mrx. Aztec, etc., 
vol. i., pp. 114-13; hi., in Schoolcraft's Arch.f vol. vi., j). 586, with plates 
and cuts in each work. According to Fossey, Mexique, p. 214, the sculptured 
ligures represent a warrior as victorious over 14 champions. ‘ I think that
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The idol of which the cut on the opposite page 
shows the front, was the first to he brought to light 
in grading the Plaza Mayor in August, 1790. It is 
an immense block of bluish-gray porphyry, about ten 
feet high and six feet wide and thick, sculptured on 
front, rear, top, and bottom, into a most complicated 
and horrible combination of human, animal, and ideal 
forms. No verbal description could give the reader 
any clearer idea of the details of this idol than lie 
can gain from the cuts which 1 present, following 
Nebcl for the front, and Gama for the other views. 
Gama first expressed the opinion, in which other 
authors coincide, that the front shown in the oppo­
site cut represents the Aztec goddess of death, Tcova- 
omiqui, whose duty it was to hear the souls of dead 
warriors to the House of the Sun—the Mexican 
Elysion.68

The following cut is a rear view of the idol, and

-Zéir'>
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Huitzilopoehtli, God of War.

it is the l>est specimen of sculpture which I have seen amongst the anti 
unities of Mexico.’ Thompson's Mi x., p. 12*2; La t robe's Rambbr, pp. 171 
Kinff thorough's Mex. An tig., vol. v., p. .‘140, vol. iv., pi. unnumhered; 7'//- 
lor's A nahuar, p. ‘2*24; Bradford's Amer. Antig., p. 108; Bretrott, ///</. 
Cong. Mrx., tom. i., p. 8f>, with plate.

58 See vol. iii., pp. 396-40*2, of this work, for a résumé of (iaina*' re 
marks on this idol.

0
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Tcoyaomi<|ui, Goddess of Death
Vol. IV. 33
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represents, according to Gama, Huitzilopochtli, god of 
war and husband of the divinity of gentler sex, whose 
emblems are carved on the front.69 The bottom of 
this monument bears the sculptured design shown ip 
the following cut, which is thought to represent

Jlfc. iiÆ1»
Mictlantecutli, God of Hell.

Mictlantecutli, god of the infernal regions, the last of 
this cheerful trinity, goddess of death, god of war, 
and god of hell, three distinct deities united in one 
idol, according to the Aztec catechism. The sculp­
tured base, together with the side projections, a, a, 
of the cut showing the front, prove pretty con­
clusively that this idol in the days when it received 
the worship and sacrifices of a mighty people, was 
raised from the ground or floor, and was supported 
by two pillars at the sides; or possibly by tin; walls 
of some sacred enclosure, the space left under the 
idol being the entrance. The next cut shows a pro­
file view of the idol, and also a representation of the 
top. This idol also was removed to the University, 
and until 1821 was kept buried in the courtyard, 
that it might not kindle anew the aboriginal super­
stitions.00

59 Respecting the god Huitzilopochtli, see vol. iii., pp. 288-3*24, of this 
work.

^ 3.0625 by 2 by 1.83 varus; of sandstone: ‘150 dc las piedras arenarias que 
describe en su mineralogia el Senor Valmont tie Itomare, dura, compacta, 
y diliril de extruer fuego deella con el acero; semejante a la que sc emplea 
en h is molinos.' Leon y (Jauni, Dos Din/ras, pt i., pp. 1 3, V 10, 31 44. 
with plates. Reply to Alzate, (Jarrfas, tom. ii., p. 410, who pronounccil 
the stone a kind of granite. !</., pt ii , pp. 8-10. ‘Vins tie trois metres de 
hauteur et deux metres de largeur.’ ‘La pierre qui a servi à ce monument,
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Profile of TeoyaomiquL

Top of flic Idol.

A monument siitillar in form and dimensions to 
the Sacrificial Stone, was found in the Plaza Mayor
est une walk*' basaltique gris bleuâtre, fendillée et remplie de feldspath 
vitreux. ’ ‘ En jetant /es yeux sur l'idole figurée .... telle qu'elle se présente

.<m pourrait d’abord être tenté de croire (pie ce monument est un tndetf, 
pierre (Urine, une espèce de betvle, orné de sculptures, une ’oche sur la­
quelle sont gravés «les signes hiéroglyphiques. Mais, lorsqu’on .examine 
<te plus près cette masse informe, on distingue, à la partie supérieure, les 
têtes de deux mon très accolés; et l’on trouve, à chaque face, deux yeux et 
une large gueule armée de quatre dents. Ces figures monstrueuses n’in­
diquent peut-être que des masques: car, chez les Mexicains, on ctoit dans 
l’usage de masquer les idoles à l'époque le la maladie d’un roi, et dans toute 
autre calamité publique. Les bras et les pieds sont cachés sous une draperie 
entourée d’énormes serpents, et que les Mexicains désignaient sous le nom 
de cohuatlicnyr., vêtement de serpent. Tous ces accessoires, surtout les 
franges en forme de plumes, sont sculptés avec le plus grand soin.’ llum- 
holdt, Vues, tom. ii., pp. 14S—C» 1, (fol. ed , pi. xxix.); Id., Ante/. Mex., torn, 
i., div. ii., pp. 25-7, suppl. pl. \ i., lig. U. V feet high. A' A-7, I mje, with 
large plate. Dug up for Bullock, who made a plaster cast in 1323. Bul­
lock's Mexico, pp. 337-42. Description with plates in Mayer's Mex. Aztec, 
ctr.. vol. i., pp. 103-11; Id., Mex. its it Jl'/rs, pp. 100-14; Id., in School- 
cruft's Arch., vol. vi., pp. 535-0, pl. viii. 5 feet wide and 3 feet thick. 
‘The most hideous and deformed that the fancy can paint.’ I.atrohe's Ram- 
Her, pp. 171, 175—0; Tylor's Anuhuac, pp. 221-3; I usscy, Mexique, p. 214.
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during, certain repairs that were being made, and 
although it Avas again covered up and allowed to 
remain, Sr Gondra made a drawing of the upper 
sculptured surface, which was published by Col. 
Mayer, and is copied in the cut. The surface pre-

o O O
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Stone buried in Plaza of Mexico.

sented the peculiarity of being painted in bright 
colors, yellow, red, green, crimson, and black, still 
(piite vivid at the time of its discovery. Sr Gondra 
believed this to be the true gladiatorial stone, but 
the sculptured surface would hardly agree with this 
theory. Mayer notes as a peculiarity “the open 
hand which is sculptured on a shield and between the 
legs of some of the figures of the groups at the 
sides” not shown in the cut. Gama also speaks of a 
painted stone found in June, 1792, in the cemetery 
of the Cathedral, which was left in the ground, and 
which he says evidently formed the entrance to the 
temple of Quetzalcoatl.61

Another relic found during the excavations in Jan­
uary, 1791, xvas a kind of tomb, six feet and a half 
long and three feet and a quarter Avide, built of slabs 
of ti'tzontli, a porous stone much used'for building-

61 Mayer'8 Mex. as it Was, pp. 123-4; Leon y Gama, Dos Picdras, pt 
ii., p. 73-4.
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purposes in Mexico, filled with sand, which covered 
the skeleton of some animal like a coyote, together 
with clay vases and bells of cast bronze. It was 
perhaps the grave of some sacred animal. Gama 
also mentions an image of the water god Tlaloc, of 
a common black stone, three feet long and one foot 
wide; he also vaguely speaks of several other relics 
not particularly described, and even found some re­
mains in digging the foundations of his own house.62

The plaza of Tlatelulco is nearly as prolific in 
ancient monuments as the Plaza Mayor. Here was 
found the beautiful earthen burial vase shown in the 
cut. It is twenty-two inches high, fifteen inches and

Burial Vase—Tlatelulco.
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a half in diameter, covered with a circular lid, also 
shown in the cut, and when found was full of human 
skulls. The beauty of this vase can only be fully 
appreciated by a glance at the original, or at the 
sketch in Col. Mayer’s album made by himself from

62 lhtmboldt, Vues, tom. ii., p. 158; Id., in Antiq. Mex., tom. i., div. 
ii , p ‘27; Leon y Gama, Dos Piedras, pt i., pp. 11-12, pt ii., pp. 73-111.
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tho original in the Museum at Mexico, and showing 
the brilliant colors, blue, red, and yellow, with which 
it is adorned. The author says, “in many respects, it 
struck me as belonging to a higher grade of art than 
anything in the Museum, except, perhaps, the ob­
sidian carvings, and one or two of the vases.” Gon- 
dra mentions another burial casket, carved from 
basalt and of rectangular form.63

The head shown in the cut, taken from the Mo- 
saico Mexicano, measures twenty-nine by thirty-six

Head of Goddess Centeotl.

WSSËÊÊâiï

inches, and is carved from a block of serpentine, a 
stone rarely found in Mexico. It was dug up near 
the convent of Santa Teresa in 1830, and has been 
supposed to represent the Aztec Goddess Centeotl. 
The bottom being covered with sculpture, it seems 
that the monument is complete in its present state. 
Another serpentine image of somewhat peculiar form, 
is shown in an original sketch in the Album of Col. 
Mayor, who says, “it appears to have been a charm or 
talisman, and in many respects resembles the bronze 
figures which were found at Pompeii, and are preserved 
in the Secret Museum at Naples.” It was found at 
Tlatelulco, and is preserved in the Mexican Mu­
seum.M

63 Afat/cr, in Schoolcraft's Arch., vol. vi., p. 580, pi. vi.; Id., Mex. as it 
Jf'tfs, pp. 100-1 ; /</., Mc.c. Aztec, etc., vol. ii., p. *J74; (tundra, in 1*reseatt, 
Hist. Conq. Mex., turn. iii., pp. 89-90, pi. xvi.

M Mosaics Alex., turn, iii., pp. 40:2-3, with plates; Calderon dc la Baredo



MISCELLANEOUS RELICS. 019

Mr Bullock speaks of several relics not mentioned 
by any other visitor:—“In the cloisters behind the 
Dominican convent is a noble specimen of the great 
serpent-idol, almost perfect, and of tine workmanship. 
This monstrous divinity is represented in the act of 
swallowing a human victim, which is seen crushed and 
struggling in its horrid jaws.” The corner-stone of 
the Lottery Office he described as “thenead of the 
serpent-idol,” not less than seventy feet long, when 
entire. Under the gateway of a house opposite the 
mint was a fine life-size recumbent statue found in 
digging a well. A house on a street corner on the 
south-east side of the plaza rested on an altar of hlack 
basait, ornamented with the tail and claws of a rep­
tile.64 Mayer dug up in the courtyard of the Univer­
sity two feathered serpents, of which he gives cuts, as 
well as of several other relics found within the city , 
limits, including the ‘p^rro mudo,’ a stone image of 
one of the dumb dogs bred by the Aztecs, and a 
seated human figure known as the ‘indio triste.’63

Mr Christy’s London collection of American an­
tiquities contains, as we are told by Mr Tylor, a num-

Aztec Musical Instrument.

Life in Mex.,\ol. i., p. 203; Mayer's M<x. as it Was, pp. 85-8, 07; Id., in 
Schoolcraft's Arch., vol. vi., pi. v., lig. 3.

u Huilock's Mexico, pp. 320-8. IMatca of six other relies, j>erhaps found 
in the city.

Mayer's Mex. as it ITers, pp. 31-2,85-8. ‘Indio triste’ also in Mosaico 
Mex., tom. iii., pp. 105-8.

66 Anahuac, p. 138.
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her of bronze hatchets, dug up in the city of Mexico.M 
Sr Coudra gives plates of nine Mexican musical in­
struments, one of which of very peculiar construction 
was found in the city,and is shown in the preceding cut. 
The top shaped like a coiled serpent is of burned clav, 
resting on the image of a tortoise carved from wood, 
and that on a hase of tortoise-shell. I lie whole is 
about twelve inches high.67 And finally 1 give a cut

Sculptured Block in Convent Wall.

which represents part of a block built into the wall 
of the Convent of Concepcion, as sketched by Sr 
Chavero, who joins to his plate some remarks on the 
meaning of the hieroglyphic sculpture.68

Tezeuco, the ancient rival of Mexico, across the 
lake eastward, formerly on the lake shore, hut now by 
the retirement of the water left some miles inland, 
has, notwithstanding her ancient rank in all that per 
tained to art, left no monuments to compare with 
those taken from the Plaza Mavor of Mexico. Bui 
unlike the latter city Tezeuco yet presents traces, and

67 Coudra, in Prrsrott, Hist. < o/ty. M> x , tom iii.. pp. 103 S, pi. xxi-ii 
Chavero, in Gallo, ll<unhns Ilusti'es, Mux. 1873, tom. i., p. 131
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traces only, of her aboriginal architectural structures. 
Fragments of building-material are found wherever 
excavations are made, and the material of the old city 
is said to have been extensively used in the construc­
tion of the modern, so that plain or sculptured stone 
blocks, shaped by the aborigines, are often seen in mod­
ern walls in different parts of the town. In the south­
ern part of the city are the foundations of several large 
pyramids, apparently built of adobes, burnt bricks, and 
cement, since the materials named all occur among the 
debris. The foundations show the structures to have 
been originally about four hundred feet square, but of 
course supply no further information respecting their 
form. These pyramids were three in number at the 
time of Mayer’s visit, standing in a line from north 
to south, and strewn with fragments of pottery, idols, 
and obsidian knives. Tv lor found traces, barely visi­
ble, of two large teoeallis; he also speaks vaguely of 
some burial mounds, and states that there is a Mexi­
can calendar-stone built into the wall of one of the 
churches. In the north-west part of the town Mayer 
found another shapeless heap of bricks, adobes, and 
[lottery, overgrown with magueys. On the top were 
several large basaltic slabs, squared and lying north 
and south. The rectangular stone basin with sculp­
tured sides shown in the cut, was found in connection

Stone* Basin from Tezmco.

with this heap and preserved in the Penasco collec­
tion in Mexico. Also in this heap of debris, accord­
ing to Mayer, Mr Poinsett found in 1 b-à an arched
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sewer or aqueduct built of small stone blocks laid in 
mortar, together with a ‘Hat arch’ of very large 
blocks over a doorway. 1 find no mention of these 
remains in Mr Poinsett’s book. Bradford states 
that, “ lying neglected under a gateway, an idol has 
been observed nearly perfect, and representing a rat­
tlesnake,” painted in bright colors. Mr Latrobe 
found a stone idol, perhaps the same, in 1834, and 
Nebel gives a sketch of a most interesting relic, said 
to have come from Tezcuco, and shown in the cut. 11

Skin-clad Aztec Priest.

was the custom of the Aztec priests at certain times 
to wear the skin of sacrificed victims.69 This figure 
seems to represent a priest thus clad. It is carved 
from basalt, and was half the natural size, the natural 
skin being painted a bright red, and the outer one a 
dirty white. A collection of Tezcucan relics seen by

69 See vul. iii., |>p. 355-7, 113-15, of this work.
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Tylor in 1856, contained, 1st. A nude female figure 
four or five feet high, well formed from a block of 
alabaster. "2d. A man in hard stone, wearing a mask 
which represents a jackal’s head. ,3d. A beautiful 
alabaster box containing spherical beads of green jade, 
as large as pigeons’ eggs and brilliantly polished.70

About three miles eastward from Tezcuco is the 
isolated rocky hill known as Tezcocingo, which rises 
with steep slopes in conical form to the height of 
perhaps six hundred feet above the plain. A portion 
of one side of the hill, beginning at a point probably 
on the south-eastern slope, is graded very much as if 
intended for a modern railroad, forming a level terrace 
round a part of the circumference. From the ter­
mination of the grading, an embankment with level 
summit, variously estimated at from sixty to two 
hundred feet high, connects this hill with another 
three quarters of a mile distant, the side of which is 
likewise graded into a terrace thirty feet wide and a

70 Brasseur do Bourbourg, Hist. Nat. Cic., tom. iv., pp. 303 5, speaks 
of ‘ 1rs iniirs gigantesques de ses palais, les statues mutilées, it demi en­
tourés dans le sol, les hlocs énormes de basalte et de porphyre sculptes, 
épars dans les champs de Tetzrueo.’ Bullock, Mexico, pp. 38*1-7, 300-400, 
sa \ >, ‘ you pass by the large aqueduct for the supply of the town, still in 
ii'C, and the ruins of several stone buildings of great strength. . . founda­
tion" of ancient buildings of great magnitude... .On entering the gates, to 
the right are seen those artificial tumuli, the teocalli of unburnt brick so 
common in most Indian towns.’ The site of the palace of the kings of 
Tr/ruro extended 300 feet on sloping terraces with small steps; some ter­
race" are still entire and covered with cement. It must have occupied 
some acres of ground, and was built of huge blocks of basalt. 4 or f> by *2It 
or'3 feet. ‘The raised mounds of brick are seen on all sides, mixed with 
aqueducts, ruins of buildings of enormous strength, and many large square 
st nut ares nearly entire.... Fragments of sculptured stones constantly 
«•«■cm near the church, the market-place, and palace.’ Both Brasseur and 
Bullock are somewhat given to exaggeration, and they also refer, prob­
able to other remains in the vicinity yet to be described. ‘The ruins of 
tumuli, and other constructions of unbaked bricks, intermingled with plat­
form" and terraces of considerable extent, are still to be traced; and it is 
averted, that many of the Spanish edifices are constructed out of the ruins 
ot the Teocallis.’ Latrotn's llanddrr, \q>. 184-Û. Other authorities on Tez- 
cui'o: Xehrf Viajr\ Mn//er's Mrx.nsit If'as, p. 2*21; Id., Mix. A ztc<\ rtr., 
vo|. ii., pp. 274-b; Id.. in Sr/ioo/rraft's Arch., vol. vi.. pi. v., fig. 7; Ttflnrs 
A nnh uar, pp. 9b, 1Ô0, 23b, 2b2-3, with cuts; Ilrad/oriTs Ana*/\ Antiy., 
pp. 7b, S3, 111); liraufoi/, in Anti^. Mex., tom. ii., div. ii., pp. 70-1; M>x- 

Ana/rs </rt Ministcrio dr t omen to, 18f»4, tom. i., ]i]i. 448-9, 719; 
Wd I son's Anar. Hist., p. 73; Loader's Mix. Gnat., vol. i., p. 332; liasse l 
M'X. Gnat., p. 132.
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mile and a half long, extending two thirds round 
the circumference ; and then another embankment 
stretches away towards the mountains ten or fifteen 
miles distant, although no one seems to have re­
corded any attempt to explore its whole extent. The 
object of both grading and embankments was to 
support an aqueduct or pipe ten inches in diameter, 
which is still in very good preservation at several 
points. Waddy Thompson brought away a piece of 
the water-pipe as a relic, and he pronounces the 
material to be a very hard plaster made of lime and 
small portions of a soft red stone. “It is about two 
feet wide, and has a trough in the centre about ten 
inches wide. This trough is covered with a convex 
piece of the same plaster, which being placed upon 
it when the plaster was soft, seems to be all one 
piece, making together a tube of ten inches in diam­
eter, through which the water flowed from the distant 
mountains to the basin, which it enters through a 
round hole about the size of one made with a two-inch 
auger. No plasterer of the present day can con­
struct a more beautiful piece of work ; it is in its 
whole extent as smooth as the plastering on a well- 
finished wall, and is as hard as stone.” Mayer tells 
us that the aqueduct was made of baked clay, the 
pipes being as perfect as when they were first laid. 
He also seems to imply that along the graded ter­
races the water was conducted in a ditch, or canal, 
instead of the regular pipes. But Tylor, on the 
other hand, says “the channel of the aqueduct was 
made principally of blocks of the same material 
| porphyry], on which the smooth stucco that had 
ojice covered the whole, inside and out, still remained 
very perfect.”

At the termination of the aqueduct on the eastern 
slope of Tezeocingo, on the brink of a precipitous 
descent of two hundred feet to the plain, is the work 
shown in the cut, from Mayer, hewn from the living 
rock of reddish porphyry, and popularly known as
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Montezuma’s Bath.

Montezuma's Bath. There was of course no reason 
whatever to attach this name to it, for although it is 
possible, if not i , that it may have been used
for a bath, it is very certain that it never belonged 
to Montezuma, but rather to Nezalnialcoyotl or some 
other of the Tezcucan kings.71 The circular basin in 
the centre is four feet and a half in diameter, and 
three feet deep, and the circular aperture through 
which it received water from the aipieduct, is shown 
in the cut, together with what seem to be seats cut 
in the rock. Respecting this tit Col. Mayer
says : ’’Its true use, however, is perfectly evident to 
those who are less fanciful or antiquarian than the 
generality of visiters. The picturesque view from this 
spot, over a small plain set in a frame of the sur­
rounding mountains and glens which border the east­
ern side of Tescocingo, umfoubtedly made this recess 
a favorite resort for the royal personages at whose 
expense these costly works were made. From the 
surrounding seats, they enjoyed a 'delicious prospect 
over the levelv but secluded secnerv, while, in the 
basin, at their feet, were gathered the waters of a 
neighboring spring, | implying that the basin and 
aqueduct were not connected] which, whilst refresh­
ing them after their promenadejon the mountain,

71 < hi Nezahiialvoyotl’s country palace at Tezcocingo, see vol. iipp. 
1 its 7‘t, of this work.
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gurgled out of its stony channel and fell in a mimic 
cascade over the precipitous cliff that terminated 
their path. It was to this shady spot that they no 
doubt retired in the afternoon, when the sun was 
hot on the west of the mountain, and here the sov­
ereign and his court, in all probability, enjoyed the 
repose and privacy which were denied them amid 
the bustle of the city.”

Accounts of the other remains at Tezcocingo are 
somewhat confused. On the northern slope is another 
recess, bordered by scats cut in the living rock, and 
leading to a perpendicular cliff on which a calendar is 
said to have been carved, but destroyed by the natives 
in later days. Traces of a spiral road winding up to 
the summit were found by Mayer. Tyler reports a 
terrace round the hill near the top, some sculptured 
blocks on the summit, and a second circular bath. 
Bullock speaks of “ruins of a very large building—the 
cemented stones remaining in some places covered 
with stucco, and forming walks and terraces, but much 
encumbered with earth fallen from above.. . .As we 
descended our guide showed us in the rock a large 
reservoir for supplying with water the palace, whose 
walls still remained eight feet high; and as we exam­
ined farther, we found that the whole mountain bad 
been covered with palaces, temples, baths and hanging 
gardens.” Beaufoy saw a mass of porphyry on the 
summit, which had been fashioned artificially and fur­
nished with steps. The whole surface, overgrown 
with nopal-bushes, abounds in fragments of pottery, 
obsidian, cement, and stone.7*

72 Bath 12 by 8 foot, with well in centre 5 feet in diameter ami 4 feet 
deep, surrounded hv a parapet 2.jt feet high, ‘with a throne or chair, such as 
is represented in ancient pictures to have been used by the kings.' IluUork's 
Mexico, pp. 390-3. ‘His majesty used to spend his afternoons hereon the 
shady side of the hill, apparently sitting up to his middle in water like a 
frog, if one may judge by the height of the little seat iu the hath.’ Tylors 
Anahua<\ pp. 1.V2-3; liraufoy's M<.r I/hisfr., pp. 191-a; !</., in Àntiy. 
4/c.r., tom. ii., div. ii.. p. 70. The aqueduct ‘is a work very nearly or 
unite equal in the labor required for its construction to the (Toton Aque­
duct.’ T/iomjtsoit's Mrjr., pp. 143-0; Mayrrs M<.r. Az(n\ < /»•.. vid. ii., pp. 
270-8; TV/., .Sir.r. as it JJ’n.v, pp. 80, 233-4, witli the cut copied, another of
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Ncrth-wcstward from Tezcuco on tlic level plain is 
the Bosque del Contador, a grove of alnieltuetes, or 
cypresses, arranged in a doulile row and enclosing a 
square area of about ten acres, whose sides face the 
cardinal point*. The trees are between five and six 
hundred in number, some of them forty to fifty feet 
in circumference, and are supposed to date from a 
time preceding the conquest. The ground on which 
they stand is tirm and somewhat raised above the 
level of the surrounding plain, which itself is but 
little above the waters of the lake. The enclosed 
area, however, is soft, miry, and impassable. It is 
uncertain whether this area was originally an inland 
lake surrounded by trees, or an island grove in the 
waters of the lake. From the north-west corner of 
the square a double row of similar trees extends some 
distance westward, and near its termination is a dyke 
and a walled tank full of water; at the north-east cor­
ner, a rectangular mass of porphyry is said to project 
above the surface and to be surrounded by a ditch ; 
and from this point some traces of a causeway may be 
seen extending towards the east. Small stone idols, 
articles of pottery, and various small relics have been 
dug up in and about this grove, which was not im­
probably a favorite promenade of the Chichimec, or 
Acollman monarchs.73

On the hacienda of Chapingo, about a league south 
of Tezcuco, an ancient causeway was found in exca­
vating, at a depth of four feet below the surface, the 
cedar piles of which were in a good state of preserva­
tion. Under the causeway was the skeleton of a 
mastodon, and similar skeletons are said to have been 
found at other points in the valley of Mexico.74

tlio aonednct, ami a third representing an idol called the ‘god of silence;’ 
ll'ara's Mexico, vol, ii., |»j>. *2tM>-7; I* resent t's Mrx ., vol. i . )»j». 1S2-4; Lo- 
U ‘ustcrn, Mexique, pp. 2.V2-3; Yiyne's Trneels, vol. i , |>. ‘27; Frost's Piet. 
Jits/. Mrx., pp. f>4-8; Id., Great Cities, pp. 30*2-4.

1 J'y/nr's A nahnae, pp. I.V>-(‘>; Mayer's M> x. Aztce, etc., vol. ii., ]>p. 278- 
V; /.ufrohe's Iiamhler, pp 100-1.

71 Lutrubc's Rambler, j». 102.
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At Huejutla, also in the vicinity of Tezcuco, a 
wall was still standing as late as 18A4, which was 
nearly thirty feet high, between five and six feet 
thick, and built of stone and mortar. From bottom 
to top the wall was divided into live distinct divisions 
distinguished by the arrangement of the stones. The 
widest of these divisions was built of cylindrical and 
oval stones, the rounded ends of which projected 
symmetrically. The wall terminates on the east at 
a ravine, which is crossed by a bridge of a single 
span, twenty feet long and forty feet high. The 
span is an arch of peculiar construction, being formed 
of stone slabs, set on edge, and the interstices tilled 
with mortar. The irregularities of the stones and 
the firmness of the mortar support the structure, 
forming a near approach to the regular arch as shown 
in the cut from Tylor. Its antiquity has been

Bridge at Huejutla.

doubted, but the near approximation to the kevstone 
arch seems to be the only argument against the 
theory that it was built by the natives, and as we 
have seen a very similar arch in the mounds of 
Metlaltovuca, there seems to be no good reason to 
attribute it to the Spaniards. This is probably the 
bridge known as the Puente de los Bergantincs, 
where Cortes is said to have launched his brigantines 
which rendered so efficient service in the siege ot 
Mexico. 'I'he fact that it is set askew instead ot



RUINS OF TEOTIHUACAN. G29

crossing the ravine at right angles with the banks 
adds greatly to the difficulty of its construction. 
Near this place there are also some heaps of débris, 
which according to Bullock could be identified in 
IS'J.'i as small adobe pyramids; and the foundations 
of a building and two reservoirs, one of the latter in 
good preservation and covered with rose-colored ce­
ment, were mentioned. tieaufoy tells us that in 
IH2(> a serpent’s head carved in stone protruded from 
the ground near the modern church. A stone col­
umn, seven feet high, was among the relics seen; it 
had a well-carved pyramidal piece of hornblende on 
its top. Two idols of stone were brought away, one 
of them described by Latrobe as “an ugly monster of 
an idol in a sitting posture, deftly carved in a hard 
volcanic substance.”75

Not quite two miles north-cast from the little vil­
lage of San Juan, and about twenty-five miles in the 
same direction from Mexico, on the road to Utuinba, 
are the ruins of Teotilmacan, ‘city of the gods,’ to 
which, according to Brasseur, the names Yeitioacan, 
‘city of signals,’ and Toltecat are sometimes applied in 
the native traditional annals.76 These monuments stand 
on a plain which slopes gently towards the south, and 
are included in a rectangular^ space of about a third 
of a mile from east to west and a mile and a half from 
north to south, extending from the Tulancingo road 
on the north to the Otumba road on the south, with, 
however, some small mounds outside of the limits 
mentioned. By reason of its nearness to Mexico, 
Teotilmacan, like Cholula, has naturally had hundreds

71 Bullock's Mexico, pp 395 0. This author also speaks of a ‘broad cov­
ered way between two huge walls which terminate near a river,’ on the 
road to Tezcueo. Ben ufnt/.s Me.r. I/lustr., pp. 1 % 7, eut of idol; I.atrotte's 
Humbler, pp. 184-5; Tylor's Annhune, pp. 153-4, with eut of bridge; ICard's 
Mi lint, vol. ii., p, ‘JlHr; Mexico, Annies del Minisfcrio d> Fomenta, 1854, 
tom i , p 815; (binder's Me,r. (Inut., vol. i., p. 335; Aubin, in Brasseur de 
Btmrhourq, Hist. Sat. < 'ir., tom i., ]>. 355; Bradford's Amer. Antiq., pp. 
78,85; Benufoy, in Antiq. Mex., tom. ii., div ii., pp. (>‘>-70.

76 Brasseur tie Bnurbuury, llist. Nat. Civ., turn, i., pp. 148-51.
Vol. IV. 34
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of visitors in modern times, and is more or less fully 
described by all the early chroniclers. Humboldt, 
Bullock, Buaufoy, Ward, Latrobe, Mayer, Thompson, 
Tylor, and many other actual visitors have written 
accounts, which still others have quoted; but by far 
the most complete and reliable account, which is also 
the latest, is that given in the report of a scientific 
commission appointed by the Mexican government in 
18G4, accompanied by plates prepared from careful 
measurements and photographic views. 1 have used 
this report as my chief authority, carefully noting, 
however, all points respecting which other authorities 
differ.77

The annexed cut, reduced from that of Almaraz,

Plan of Teotihuacan.

77 Almaraz, A pun tes sobre las PirAmides dr San Juan Teotihuacan, in 
Id., Mem. < led os Trabajos ejeeutados por la Comision de Par/tuea, 1864, ]>}*. 
349-58. Linares, Soc. Mcx. Gcoj., Boldin, 3ru época, tom. i., pj>. 103-.*,

\



1IOVSK <>I' THE MOON. 531

shows clearly, oil a scale of about twenty-five hun­
dred and fifty feet to an inch, the plan of the different 
monuments. I shall describe them in the following 
order: 1st. The Pyramid of the Moon, A of the 
plan; 2d. The Pyramid of the Sun, B ; ,'id. The Road 
of the Dead, CD; 4th. The Citadel, E; 5th. The 
scattered mounds and miscellaneous relics.

The first pyramid, Metztli Itzacual, ‘house of the 
moon,’ | 1 find no word in Molina’s Vocabulary corre­
sponding at all to Itzaeiml with the meaning of 
‘house.’ It may he a compound of cal/i incorrectly 
written] the most northern of the remains, measures 
four hundred and twenty-six feet north and south, 
and five hundred and eleven feet east and west at the 
base, lues a summit platform of about thirty-six by 
sixty feet, and is a hundred and thirty-seven feet high, 
the sides facing almost exactly the cardinal points.78
wrote «in account which seems to 1>e made up from the preceding. See 
also; ('ludtfcro, Sforitt Ant. dr! Messico, tom. ii.. pp. 34-5; Huniholdt, Essai 

tom. i , pji. 187-9; Id., Vues, tom. i., pp. 1(H) 2; /#/., in Antiq M>x., 
tom i.. div. ii., pp. 11-1*2; Ilullock's Mexico, pp 411 IS, with pi.; Hettu- 
J"v‘v Mrs. Illustr., pp. 189-93, with cut; Ward's Mexico, vol. ii., pp. *214- 

I •”*. '2'.là ; Lot coin's lia odder, pp. 194**217; Mayer's Mes. Aztec, etc., vol. ii., 
p. *2711; Id., in Schoolcraft's Arch., vol. vi., p. 583; Thompson's M>x., pp. 
1311-43; Tylor's A nahuac, pp. 90, 141-4; (tarda, in Soc. M>x. (letup, Hole- 
tin, torn, viii., pp. HI8-*2(Hl. The preceding authorities are arranged chron­
ologically: the following are additional references: A 'ourdies Annales 
d< v 1 'tap, 1831, tom. Ii., pp ‘238-9; Vcytia, Hist. Ant Mei., tom. i.. pp. 
‘23H-40, *217-11; Fosscy, Mri/uc, pp. 310-10; Brasseur tie Konrhtnirg, 
Ihst. Xat. Civ., tom. i , pp. 15, 148-51, 197-8; Oeoirlli Cared, in
C/i nrcltil/'s (’of. Voyages, vol. iv., p. 514; llullock's Across Mes., pp. 
105-0; Ltnrensferu, Mexique, pp. *248-50, *27*2-81 ; Heller, Iteiscn, p. 157; 
’Tudor's Sac., vol. ii., pp. *277-9; (iondra, in Prescott, Hist. Conn Mex., 
tom. iii.,, pp. 38-41; Chevalier, Mexique, p. 51; Xchel, Viaje, plates of 
terra cotta heads; Amer. Antiq. Soc., Transact., vol. i., pp. *254-5; /trail- 
ford's A mer. Antiq., pp. 80-1; Ponder's Mex. Huai., vol. i., pp. 330-9; 
Calderon de la Korea's Life iti Mix., vol. i., pp. ‘230-7; Hassell, Mex. Hunt., 
]> 131; Muller, Ainerikanischc Errcligiuncn, p. 459; Prichard's .Xat. Hist. 
Man, Vol. ii., p. 509; Pelti field's A U tiq. Amer., pp. «50-7; Wappaus, ( letup 
u. •s'/at., |(. ISO; MCniloh's Pescarchcs in .liner., pp. *25*2-3; (lama y Cu­
lms, in Stic. Mex. (leog., Hoh tin, '2da dpoca, tom. i., i». 37; Klcmm, Cul- 
tur-iicschic/itc, tom. v., p. 155; Ffost's Piet. Hist. Mex., pp 53-4; Id., 
(Ireot Cities, pp. *298-303; Laftind, Voyages, tom. i., np 138-9; Larenau- 
tin re, Mes. et (huit., pp. ‘J4y4 4-5; Malte-limn, Précis tie la deny., tom vi., 
p 400; 11 ' i listin's A mer. Hist., p. 598 ; Mexico, Anales tie/ Mi ntsteno de 
hnnento, 1854, tom. i., pp. 530-1, 719; Kadi, Mexique, p. 70, Mnh/cn- 
pfnrdt, Mejiro, tom. ii., pt ii., p. ‘269; Ilea u fog, in Antiq. Mex.. tom. ii., 

ii., pp. 09 70; Shepard's Land of the Aztecs, pp. 103-5; Vigne s Trav­
el'- v,d i . p. *2S; Allium Mex.. tom. !.. pp. 117-18.

71 1 liese are the dimensions given hy Almaraz, except those of the sum-

"à



532 ANTIQUITIES OF MEXICO.

V

\

The slope of the sides, according to Beaufoy’s obser­
vations, is at an angle of about forty-five degrees. 
The pyramid, as seen from a little distance, bears 
much resemblance to a natural hill, being overgrown 
with shrubbery ; still the regular original outliness,and 
angles are much more apparent here than in the case 
of Cholula, already described, as is proven by the 
photographs taken by the Mexican commission. A 
terrace, three feet wide, is plainly visible at a height 
of sixty-nine feet from the base, but a close examinai 
tion shows there were originally three of these ter­
races, dividing the pyramid into four stories, except 
on the east, which has no terrace, and where the coin- 
mission mentioned claim to have found traces of a 
zigzag road leading up the slope, as shown in the 
plan. None but the authority referred to have dis­
covered the zigzag path, and no other explorers note 
that the terraces were interrupted on one side of the 
pyramid. Humboldt states that the space between 
the terraces was divided into smaller grades, or steps, 
about three feet high, still visible, and also that there 
still remained parts of a stairway of large blocks of 
hewn stone. Mr Tylor also says, not referring to this 
pyramid particularly: “As we climbed up their sides, 
we could trace the terraces without any difficulty, and 
even flights of steps.” There is hardly any other 
American monument respecting which the best au­
thorities differ so essentially.79

mit platform, which are only an estimate by Beaufoy. The following are 
the dimensions as given by different authors: 130 by 156 by 42 mètres. Al- 
marax-, 44 mètres high. Humboldt, according to measurements of Sr
Oteyza; 360 by 480 by 150 feet. Gemelli Cartri; -----  by 645 by 170 feet.
Heller; 130 by 156 by 44 mètres. Linares. Others take the dimensions 
generally from Humboldt.

79 ‘Un les prendrait pour ces turgescences terrestres ou’on trouve dans 
les lieux jadis bouleversés par les feux souterrains.’ fosse y, Mexique, p. 
315. Veytia, Hist. Ant. Mej., tom. L„ pp. 247-9, says the i»yrnmid was 
round instead of rectangular, and that it had three terraces, although in 
Boturini's time no traces of them remained. * It required a |>articular is>- 
sition whence to behold them, united with some little faith, in order to dis­
cover the pyramidal form at all.' Tudor's Nar., vol. ii., p. 277. 'To 
say the truth, it was nothing but a heap of earth made in steps like the 
pyramids of Egypt; only that these are of stone.’ Gemelli Careri, in Church- 
\ICs Col. Voyages, vol. iv., p. 514. ‘Ils fonnoient quatre assises, dont on
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The material of the structure has generally been 
described as a conglomerate of small irregular stones 
and clay, encased, according to Humboldt and most 
other writers, in a wall of the porous volcanic 
rock, tetzdntli; or this facing covered with a 
coating of stucco, which is salmon-colored, light 
blue, streaked, and red, according to the views of 
different observers. The Mexican commissioners dis­
agree'' with all previous explorers by doing away 
altogether with the facing of hewn stone, and rep­
resenting the facing to consist of different congl^m- / 
crates arranged in successive layers, as follows:—‘1st, 
small stones from eight to twelve inches in diameter, 
with mud, forming a layer of about thirty-two inches; 
2d, fragments of volcanic tufa as large as a man’s fist, 
also in mud, to the thickness of sixteen inches; 3d, 
small grains of tetzontli, of the size of peas, with 
mud, twenty-eight inches thick ; 4th, a very thin and 
smooth coat of pure lime mortar. These layers are 
repeated in the same order nine times, and are paral­
lel to the slopes of the pyramid, which would make 
the thickness of the superficial facing about sixty 
feet. There have been no excavations sufficiently 
deep to show what may be the material in the centre. 
Almaraz states that a somewhat different order and 
thickness of the strata was observed in certain exca­
vations, or galleries, to be described later; but none 
of these galleries are described as of sufficient depth 
to penetrate the facing of sixty feet, and the exact 
meaning of the report in question it is very difficult 
to determine. I give in a note, however, what others 
have said of the building-material.”
ne reconnoit aujourd’hui gue trois.’ ‘Un escalier construit en grandee 
pierres de taille, conduisoit jadis à leur cime.’ ‘Chacune des quatre» 
assise» principales étoit subdivisée en |»etits gradins d’un mètre de haut, 
dont on distingue encore les arrêtes.’ Humboldt, Essai Fol., tom. i., p. 188. 
Mayer, Mex. as it Was, p. 2*23, says that three stories are yet distinctly 
visible. ‘The line from base to summit was broken by three terraces, 
or perhaps four, running completely round them.’ Tylor's Anahuac, pp. 
142-3.

w ‘Leur noyau est d’argile mêlée de petites pierres: il est revêtu d’an 
mur épais de tezontli ou amygdaloïde poreuse.’ Humboldt, Vues, tom. i., pp.
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The excavation, or gallery, already referred to, ex­
tends about twenty-five feet on an incline into the 
pyramid from an entrance on the southern slope, 
between the second and third terraces according to 
Mayer, about sixty-nine feet above the base accord­
ing to Ahuaraz. It is large enough to permit the 
passage of a man on hands and knees, and at its 
inner termination are two square wells, walled with 
blocks of volcanic tufa three inches thick, or, as 
Mayer says,'of adobes,—about five feet square, and 
one of them fifteen feet deep. No relics whatever 
have been found in connection with gallery qr wells; 
Almaraz speaks of the former as simply excavations 
by treasure-hunters, and mentions only one well, 
without stating its location with respect to the gal­
lery. Mr Lowenstem states that the gallery is a 
hundred and fifty-seven feet long, increasing in height 
to over six feet and a half, as it penetrates the pyra­
mid; that the well is over six feet square, extending 
apparently down to the base and ifp to the summit; 
and that other cross galleries are blocked up by dé­
bris. Still lower on this slope, at the very base 
according to the plan, is a small mound like those
101-2. ‘On y reconnott, en outre, des traces d'une couche de chaux qui en­
duit les pierres pur dehors.’ Id., Essai l'ut., tom. i., p. 157. ' In many places, 
I discovered the remains of the coating of cement with which they were in- 
orusted in the days of their perfection.’ Mayer's Mex. as it IVas, p. 223. 
"Arcilla y piedras,’ covered with a conglomerate of tetzontli and mud, and 
a coating of pill shed lime, which has a blue tint. Linares, in Soe. Mix. 
Geoy., Boletm, 3ra êpoca, tom. i., pp. 103-5. ‘Fin argile.... avec revête- 
ment en pierre.’ Chevalier, Mexique, p. 50. • No trace of regular stone work
or masonry of any kind.’ Bullock's Across Mcx., p. 165. Originally cov­
ered with a white cement bearing inscriptions. Glennie, according to .Vo«- 
velles Annales ties Voy., 1831, torn, li., pp. 238-9. Iiuilt of clav and stone. 
Heller, Reisen, p. 157. Salmon-colored Stucco. Latrobe. ' Unfiewn stones 
of all shapes and sizes. Thompson Stones and pebbles, faced with |>on>us 
stone. Garcia. Adobes, atones, clay, and mortar, with a casing of hewn 
stone ami smooth stucco. Tylor. A conglomerate of common volcanic stones 
and mud mortar with the faces smoothed. Beaufoy. Masses of falling stone 
and masonry, red cement, 8 or 10 inches thick, of lime and pebbles. Bul­
lock. ' It is true, that on many parts of the ascent masses of stone ami 
other materials, strongly cemented together, announce the devices and 
workmanship of man; but on penetrating this exterior costing nothing 
further was perceptible than a natural structure of earth’ like any natural 
hill with many loose stones. -An American engineer who had made exca­
vations confirmed the idea that the pyramids were natural, although arti­
ficially shaped. Tudor's Xar., vol. ii., [x 278.
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scattered over the plain to be described later. Mr 
Bullock claims to have found on the summit, iti 1823, 
walls of Tough stones, eight feet high and three feet 
thick, forming a square enclosure fourteen by forty- 
seven feet, with a doorway on the south, and three 
windows on each side. This author’s unsupported 

^statements maV be taken always with some allowance 
for the play or his imagination.

*
Some eight hundred and seventy-five yards south 

of the House of the Moon, between it and the Rio 
San Juan, at B of the plan, stands the Tonatiuh Itza- 
cual, or ‘house of the sun,’ also called sometimes in 
tradition, according to Brasseur and Veytia, Tona- 
catecuhtli, ‘god of subsistence.' In material, form, 
and construction, it is precisely the same, so far as 
my authorities go, as its northern companion ; indeed, 
many of the remarks which I have quoted in the 
preceding description, were applied by the authors to 
both pyramids alike. Its dimensions are, however, 
considerably larger, and its sides vary about sixteen 
degrees from the cardinal points. It measures at 
the base seven hundred and thirty-five feet from east 
to west, and is two hundred and three feet high. 
Beaufoy estimated the size of the summit platform 
at sixty by ninety feet.81

This pyramid is in better condition than the other, 
and the three terraces are plainly visible, although as 
before no one but Almaraz has discovered that they 
do not extend completely round the four sides, and 
the latter author states that the zigzag path on the 
eastern slope is much more clearly defined and makes 
more angle» than that on the House of the Moon. 
Beaufoy found a path leading up the slope at the

81 Humboldt'» dimension», according to Oteyza’s measurements are, 208 
mètre» (682 feetl long and 55 mètre» (180 feet) high. 645 feet square, Bui 
lark; 480 by 600 feet, Beaufoy, 182 feet square, Garria-, 221 feet high, Mayer, 
221 feet high, Thompson. Round, 297 vara» in diameter, 270 varas (745 
feet!) high, Veulia, according to Roturini'a measurements; 60 mètres high, 
J.omnstern ; 728, by 480 by 185 feet, GemelT Careri.
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north-west comer, and Humboldt’s remarks about a 
stairway of stone blocks may aoply to this pyramid 
as well as to the other. Bullock states that the sec­
ond terrace is thirty-eight feet wide. There are no 
traces of buildings on the summit or of galleries in 
the interior, but this, like the other pyramid, has a 
small mound on one of its sides near the base, and 
this mound seems to have embankments connecting it 
with the road on the west. The House of the Sun is 
also surrounded on the north, south, and east, accord­
ing to the report of the Mexican commission, by the 
embankmenjt a, b, c, d, which is a hundred and thirty 
feet wide on the summit, and twenty feet high, with 
sloping sides, widening out at the extremities, a and 
d, into unequal rectangular platforms. It is cer­
tainly very remarkable that among the many visitors 
to Teotihuacan ho one had found any traces of this 
embankment before 1864.

Twelve hundred and fifty yards still further south 
across the stream is the Texealpa, ‘citadel,’ 'palace,’ 
or ‘stone house,’ as it is called, or defined, by differ­
ent writers. The Citadel is a quadrangular enclosure, 
whose sides measure twelve hundred and forty-six 
and thirteen hundred and thirty-eight feet respectively, 
or nine hundred and eighty-four feet square according 
to Linares, and are exactly parallel with those of the 
Pyramid of the Sun. The enclosing walls, or embank­
ments, are two hundred and sixty-two feet thick and 
thirty-three feet high, except on the west side, where 
it is but sixteen feet high ; their material not being 
mentioned, but presumably the same as that of the 
pyramids. A cross-embankment of smaller dimensions 
divides the square area into two unequal parts, and 
on its centre stands a smaller pyramid, said by Lina­
res to be ninety-two feet high, in ruins, having traces 
of a stairway, or path, on its eastern slope. Two small 
mounds stand at the western base of the small pyra­
mid, one is found in the western enclosure, and four­
teen, averaging twenty feet in height, are symmetric-
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ally arranged on the summit of the main embank­
ments, as shown in the plan. The Citadel in some of 
its features seems to bear a slight resemblance to the 
works at Tenampua, in Honduras, and at Monte Al­
ban, in Oajaca.”

Just south of the House of the Moon a line of 
mounds, C D, forms nearly a circular enclosure 
about six hundred feet in diameter, with a small 
mound in the centre. From this area two parallel 
lines of mounds extend south 15° west, parallel also 
with the sides of the House of the Sun and Citadel, 
for two hundred and fifty rods to the Rio San Juan, 
forming an avenue two hundred and fifty feet wide, 
called by the natives, as in the Toltec traditions, 
Micaotli, ‘path of the dead.’83 The mounds that 
form this avenue arc of conical or Hemispherical form, 
and of different dimensions, the largest being over 
thirty feet in height. They are built of stone frag­
ments, earth, and clay, and stand close together, so as 
to resemble in some parts a continuous embankment. 
Six cross-embankments divide the southern part of the 
Path of the Dead into compartments, three of which 
have a mound in their centre. Linares represents 
the avenue as extending four or five miles beyond 
the House of the Moon, to the Cerro de Tlaginga; 
and Mayer in his plan terminates it on the south at 
a point opposite the House of the Sun, where it is 
crossed by the modem path.

Besides the mounds, or tlalteles, that form the 
Path of the Dead, there are numerous others of the 
same form and material—being, so far as known, 
mere heaps of stone and earth—scattered over the 
plain, some of them in lines or groups, with an ap­
proach to regularity, and others with no apparent 
arrangement. They vary in height from four or five

** Sec pp. 74. 380, of this volume.
83 Li nitre*, Sov. Mix. Geog., Boldin, 3ra época, tom. i., pp. 103-3, call* 

it Mijeniiotle. Braeeeur, Hint. Nat. Civ., tom. i., pp. 148-51, applies the 
name to the whole plain, called by the Spaniards Llano de los Cues.
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to twenty-five or thirty feet. Respecting these tlal- 
teles 1 quote from Almaraz as follows: “In them 
many excavations have been made, causing most of 
the dilapidation which is noted; some of them exe­
cuted for scientific purposes in search of archæological 
objects; others made by ignorant and rapacious per­
sons, impelled by a hope of finding falsely reported 
treasures: Neither have there been wanting, and 
this is the cause of most of the destruction, persons of 
evil intentions who undertake to demolish the ruins 
in order to obtain the hewn blocks of porphyry which 
are used in the construction of their barbarous dwell­
ings ; and they do not even preserve the blocks, but 
break and destroy them; in this manner have per­
ished relics truly precious. Almost under my eyes 
there were taken from one of the tlalteles eight hewn 
blocks four by three and a halj^ feet ; the outer faces 
were sculptured, representing a strange and grotesque 
figure, with the head of a serpent and of some other 
fierce animal, like a tiger or lion; they were curved 
on the outside, and all must have formed a circular 
monument seventeen feet in diameter; they were 
broken up without pity, although I was able to make 
a drawing of one of them. In the same tlaltel were 
other sculptured stones.... In the houses of San Juan 
de Teotihuacan are seen some of these sculptures built 
into the walls, and in the Ventilla, near the ruins, I 
have seen stones representing in my opinion a ser­
pent. ... Of all the objects of this class the most no­
table is a monolith found among the debris of a tlal­
tel, and of which I give a drawing [see next page.] 
It is a parallelopipedon ten feet and a half high, anu 
five feet and a half wide and thick,” weighing, ac­
cording to the author’s calculations, over fifteen tons. 
“I had an excavation made in one of the smallest, 
and found four walls meeting at right angles and 
fonning a square; they are inclined, and within are 
found some steps which are parallel to it [the square ]; 
in the upper part of these, begin four other walls also
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Monolith from a Teotihuacan Mound.

inclined, containing a little room I thought it was a 
toinh, although 1 have some doubts about its true 
object.”** The people of the vicinity said that in one 
of the mounds there had been found a stone box con­
taining a skull, beads, and various curious relics of 
beryl, serpentine, heliotrope, and obsidian. They also 
claimed to have found quantities of gold-dust and 
gold vases.

Humboldt speaks of hundreds of these mounds 
arranged in streets running exactly east and west 
and north and south from the pyramids. Mayer’s 
plan represents a square area partly enclosed by a 
line of tlalteles north-east of the House of the Moon. 
According to Latrobe, the mounds extend for miles 
towards Tezcuco; and Waddy Thompson is confident 
that they are the ruins of an ancient city nearly as 
large as Mexico. The Citadel he calls the public 
square of twenty acres with a stone building in the 
centre, and he also finds traces of several other 
smaller squares. The streets are parked by large 
piles of rock resembling—except in size—potato-hills, 
formed by falling buildings. In the opinion of this 
author it is simply absurd to suppose these heaps to 
have been formed as separate mounds. Thompson

M Almaraz, Apunta, pp. 354-5, with plate.
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ill so found a number of circular niches two feet in 
diameter on the bank of a ravine west of the other 
remains.”

Mayer found, near t of the plan—as nearly as can 
be determined by his plan, which differs considerably 
in detail from the one I have given—a globular mass 
of granite nineteen feet eight inches iixiireuinference ; 
also, near m, the stone block shown in the cut. It is
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The Fainting-Stone at Teotihuacan.

ten feet and a half long, five feet wide, lies exactly 
east and west, and is found in the centre of a group 
of small mounds. The cut* shows the sculpture on 
the face turned toward the South, that on the top and 
north being very indistinct. At b of the cut is a hol­
low described as three inches deep at the sides, and 
six at top and bottom. Notwithstanding Col. Mayer’s 
opinion to the contrary, it is most natural to regard 
this monument as an overturned pillar. The natives

M ‘It ia certain, that where they atand, there waa formerly a great city, 
as apeura by the vast ruina about it, and by the grota or dens, aa well 
artificial aa natural. ' Gemelli Carert, in Church il fs Col. Voyages, vol. iv., 
p. 514. Kuins of atreeta and plazas. Linares, in Soc. Mex. Geog.t Boletin, 
3ra época, tom. L, p. 104.
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bçlieve that whoever sits or reclines on this stone will 
immediately faint.* *'

At the time of the Conquest statues of the sun and 
moon are reported to have been found on the summits 
of their respective pyramids. The gold plates which 
are said to have covered or decorated these idols were 
of course immediately appropriated by the Spanish 
soldiers, and the idols themselves broken by order of 
the priests. Gemelli Careri claims to have seen frag- • 
ments of their arms and legs at the base of the pyra­
mid, and Ramon del Moral assured Veytia that he 
had found thé colossal head of the statue of the moon, 
and that the pedestal still remained in place; Veytia, 
however, could find ho traces of such relics in 1757, 
although Ixtlilxochitl and Boturini both claim to have 
seen them.®1 Mayer claims to have found well-defined 
traces of an ancient road covered with cement, be- t * 
tween the ruins and the village. The whole surfaces 
of the pyramids, mounds, and much of the surround­
ing plain, are literally strewn with the fragments of 
pottery and obsidian; and small terra-cotta heads are 
offered to the visitor in great quantities for sale, by 
the natives, who pick them up among the ruins, or 
perhaps manufacture them when their search is not 
sufficiently fruitful. Many of these heads have been 
brought away and sketched, and they are very simi­
lar one to another. One of them, sketched by Mr 
Vetch, is shown in the cut.88

86 Mayer s Mcx. as it IVa*, pp. 2*22-5, with cut. Thompson, Mer., p.
14(), alluding probably to the same monument, locates it ‘a few hun­
dred yards from the pyramids, in a secluded spot, shut closely in by two 
small hillocks,’ pronounces it undoubtedly a sdenficial stone, and estimates 
the weight at 25 tons. Beaufoy also speaks of an unsculptured sacrificial 
stone 11 by 4 by 4 feet. 4 I nc fort grande pierre semblable à une tombe, 
couverte d’hiéroglyphes.’ Fossey, Mexique, p. 316. ‘A massive stone col­
umn half buried in the ground. Bullock's Across Mrx., p. 166.

87 Veytia, Hist. Ant. Mej., tom. i., pp. 239-40, 247-9; Gondra, in Pres­
cott, Hist. Conq. Mex., tom. iii,, p. 39; Gemelli Careri, p. 514. Bullock, 
Across Mex., p. 165, says he saw as late as 1864, on the summit of the 
House of the Moon, an altar of fwo blocks, covered with white plaster 
evidently recent, with an aperture in the centre of the upper block, sup­
posed to have carried off* the blood of victims.

88 Land. Geoq. Soc., Jour., vol. vii., p. 10. ‘One may shut his eyes 
and drop a dollar from his hand, and the chances are at least equal that it
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Terra-Cotta Head—Teotihuacan.

The ruins of Teotihuacan, like the pyramid of 
Cholula, contain no internal evidences of their age. 
Its building is attributed in different records to the 
Toltecs, Ulmecs, and Totonacs, in the very earliest 
period of Nahua supremacy. The name Teotihuacan 
is one of the very earliest preserved in Nahua annals, 
ynd there can l>e but little doubt that the pyramids are 
older than that of Cholula, or that they were built at 
least as early as the sixth century, the commencement 
of what is regarded as the Toltec era in Andhuac. The 
pyramids themselves served, according to tradition, as 
places of sepulture, but not altogether for this pur­
pose, for Teotihuacan is spoken of as a great centre 
of religious worship and priestly rites, a position it 
would not have held had it been simply a burial 
place. It is altogether probable that the houses of 
the Sun and Moon served the double purpose of 
tombs and shrines, although there is no proof that 
any temples proper ever stood on the summit as at 
Cholula. These structures are said to have served as 
models for the Aztec teocallis of later times. Don 
Lucas Alaman, a distinguished Mexican statesman 
and author, believed that the numerous terra-cotta

will fall upon something of the kind.’ Thnmpmn'* Hex., p. 140. Plates 
of 12 terra-cotta heads in Nebei, Vinje. Cuts of 8 heads, some the same 
as Nebel’s, in Mayer’a Hex. at it Wat, p. 227.
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heads already Spoken of were relics distributed by 
the priests to the crowds of pilgrims that assembled 
at the shrines.*

* Sr Antonio (iurcia y Cubas, a member of the commission whose de­
scription of TeotiImuran 1 have used as my chief authority, lias since pub­
lished an Ensauo de un Estudio comparaUvo entre la* Ptrd nudes Eyi/tcias 
y Mexicanas, Mexico, 1871, which I have received since writing the pre­
ceding |>agvH. He gives the same plan and view that I have used, also a 
plan of the Egyptian pyramids in the plain of (ihizeli, and a plate repre­
senting )airt of a human face in stone from Teotihuacan. The author made 
some additional observations subsequently to the exploration of the com­
mission, and gives the following dimensions, which vary somewhat from 
those I have given, especially the height: Sun—232 by 220 by 60 mètres; 
summit, 18 by 32 mètres; slope, north and south 31° 3', east and west 36J; 
direction, E. to W. southern side, 83' N. W.; direction, N. to S. eastern 
side, 7 N.E. Direction, ‘road of the dead,’ 8° 45' N.E. ; line through cen­
tres of the two pyramids, 10® N.W. Moon—156 by 130 by 46 mètres; east­
ern slope, 31 30, southern slope, 36'; summit, 6 by 6 mètres; direction, north 
side, 88 30' N.W., east side, 1° 30' N.E. The author thinks the difference 
in height may result from the fact that the ground on which the pyramids 
stand slopes towards the south, and the altitude was taken in one case on 
the south, in the other on the north.

The following quotation contains the most important opinion advanced 
in the essay in question:—‘The pyramids of Teotihuacan, as they exist to­
day, are not in their primitive state. There is now a mass of loose stones, 
whose interstices covered with vegetable earth, have caused to spring up 
the multitude of plants and flowers with which the faces of the pyramids 
are now covered. This mass of stones differs from the plan of construction 
followed in the tssly of the monuments, and liesides, the falling of these 
stones, which has taken place chiefly on the eastern face of the Sloon, has 
laid hare an inclined plane perfectly smooth, which seems to lie the true 
face of the pyramid. This isolated observation would not give so much 
force to my argument if it were not accompanied by the same cireum- . 
stances in all the monuments.’ The slope of. these regular smooth surfaces 
of the Moon is 47', differing from the sRq>e of the outer surface. The 
tqunc inner smooth faces the author claims to have found not only in the 
pyramids, hut in the t laite les, or smaller mounds. .Hr (iurcia y ('ulms thinks 
that the Toltecs, the descendants of the civilized |ieople that built the 
pyramids, covered up these tombs and sanctuaries* in fear of the depreda­
tions of the savage rçices that came after them.

Respecting miscellaneous remains at Teotihuacan the author says,
‘The river empties into Lake Tezeuco, with great freshets in tin* rainy sea­
son. its current tiecoming at such times very ini|ietuous. Its waters have 
laid liare throughout an immense extent of territory, foundations of build­
ings and horizontal layers of a very fine mortar as hard as rock, all of 
which indicates the remains of an immense town, jierhaps the Memphis of 
these regions. Throughout a great extent of territory about the pyra­
mids, for a radius of over a league are seen the foundations of a multitude 
of edifices; at the hanks of the river and on both sides of the roads are 
found the horizontal layers of lime; others of earth and mud, of tetzontli 
and of volcanic tufa, showing the same method of construction; on the 
roads 1 let ween the pyramids and Sail Juan are distinctly seen traces of 
walls which cross each other at right angles.’ He also found excavations 
which seem to have furnished the material for all the structures.

As to the chief purjsise for which the enmyo was written, the author 
claims the following analogies between Teotihuacan and the Egyptian pyr­
amids: 1. The site chosen is the same. 2. The structures are oriented
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At Otumba few relics of antiquity seem to have 
been discovered ; Mayer, however, gives a cut of a 
pillar ornamented with geometric sculptured figures, 
which is said to have been found by Mr Poinsett. At 
Tizayuca, a little north of tjie lake, a low hill is 
spoken of with a small hole in the top, whence issues 
continually a current of air; I know not whether there 
are evidences of anything artificial about this cu­
rious phenomenon of more than doubtful authenticity. 
The same authority also mentions some ruined build­
ings on the hacienda of San Miguel.90 Brasseur de 
Bourbourg tolls us that the ruins of Quetzalcoatl’s 
temple at Tulancingo were visible long after the Con­
quest, and also speaks of a subterranean palace called 
Mictlancaleo, and a stone cross discovered on Mount 
Meztitlan. Veytia also speaks of the cross, of Mez- 
titlan, sculptured together with a moon on a lofty and 
almost inaccessible cliff; and Chaves barely mentions 
relics of antiquity not described very definitely.91

At the Cerro de las Navajas, near Monte Jaeal, 
about midway between Beal del Monte and Tulan­
cingo, are the mines or quarries from which the na­
tives of Anàhuac are believed to have obtained the 
large quantities of obsidian used by them in the man­
ufacture of their implements and weapons. The 
mines are described as openings three or four feet in 
diameter and one hundred and ten to one hundred

with alight variation. 3. The line through the centres of the pyramids is 
in the ‘astronomical meridian.’ 4. The constniction in grades and stepsls
the same f>. In both eases the larger pyramids are dedicated to the sun. 
f>. The Nile has a ‘valley of the dead,’ as in Teotihuacaii there is a ‘street 
of the dead.’ 7. Some monuments of each class have the nature of fortifi­
cations. 8. The smaller mounds are of the same nature and for the same 
purjHise. V. Both pyramids have a small mound joined to one of their 
faces. 10. The oiiemngs discovered in the Moon are also found in some 
Egyptian pyramids. 11. The interior arrangement of the pyramids is 
analogous.

90 Mexico, Annies del Ministcno de Fomento, 1854, tom. i., pp. 382-3; 
Mayer s Mex. Aztec, etc., vol. ii., p. 282.

91 Brasseur de Hourbourij, Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. i., p. 258; Veytia, llist. 
Ant Mej., tom. i., pp 171-5; Chaves, Rapport, in Tern aux- Compans, Voy., 
série ii.. tom. v., p. 300.
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and forty feet in extent, probably horizontal, with side 
drifts wherever the obsidian is of a desirable quality 
and most abundant. Large quantities of the material 
are found in fragments of different shapes and sizes, 
which throw some light on the manner in which the 
Aztecs manufactured their knives and other imple­
ments.9'2 In the vicinity of Actopan, at Mixquiahu- 
ala, we are told in a Mexican government report 
already often quoted, that clay relics are frequently 
discovered.” At Atotonilco el Grande, south of Gu- 
nutla, Mr Burkart found pieces of obsidian of many- 
sided pyramidal form, from which knives had appar­
ently been split off by the natives in ancient times. 
The art of working this intractable material has been 

cully lost in modern times.*4

At Zacualtipan, in the north-eastern portion of 
Mexico, a very peculiar monument is described, con­
sisting of a house excavated from a single stone. A 
doorway on the south, with columns at its sides, leads 
to an apartment measuring about twelve by seven 
and a half feet, and ten feet and a half high. The 
room contains the remains of a kind of altar and 
a sculptured cross. A stone bench extends round 
the sides, being two feet high and one foot wide. 
This main room is connected by a doorway on the 
west with another very narrow one, in the south end 
of which is what is described a,s a kind of stone bed 
measuring three by six feet, all of the same stone. 
Another stone near by has a bath, so-called, and 
still another, known as Caparrosa, has an inscription 
painted in red. These remains are of so extraordi­
nary a character, that in the absence of confirmation 
the report must be considered doubtful or erroneous.

91 Tijlor's Annhunr, jip. 96, 100, with cut of a knife or spear head; 
Burkart, Mexico, tom. l , pp. 124-5. Lowenstern a)teaks of the obsidian 
mines of (iuajolote, which he descriltes as ditches one or two metres wide, 
and of varying depth; having only small fragments of the mineral scat­
tered about. Mexiour, p. 244.

91 Mexico, Annies fiel Ministrrio de Fomenta, 1854, tom. i., p. 277.
94 Burkart, Mexico, tom. i., p. 51.

17
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At Tecomal, north of Lolotla, a stone is mentioned 
six feet high, which lias six steps leading^up to tin- 
summit, where is an oval hole a yard and a half 
deep.95 At Monte Penulco Mr Latrobe speaks of 
some remains probably of Spanish origin, like many 
others that are attributed to the antiguos.96

Near San Juan do los Llanos, in the extreme 
north-eastern part of the state, some forty leagues 
from the city of Mexico, the existence of a ruined 
city was reported late in the eighteenth century on 
apparently good authority; but I find no later men­
tion of it. The description bears some resemblance 
to that of Metlaltoyuca, discovered in 1865, just 
across the line in Vera Cruz, twenty-five or thirty 
miles north-east from San Juan. The two groups of 
remains may be identical, or the earlier report may 
refer to other monuments, many of which very prob­

ably exist yet undiscovered in that densely wooded 
district. The ruined city near San Juan was de­
scribed in 1786, by Sr Cafiete, as covering an area 
of one league by three fourths of a league, sur­
rounded by walls of hewn stone laid without mortar, 
five to eight feet high and very thick. A street run­
ning from east to w'est was paved with volcanic stone, 
worn smooth, and guarded by battlements, or side 
walls. Several ruined temples, sculptured blocks of 
stone, stone nictates and other implements, stone 
statues of men and animals—including a lion—were 
found here, but all of a rather coarse workmanship. 
A tall pine was growing on the summit of one of 
the temples, and there seemed to be some evidence 
that the town had been abandoned for want of a 
supply of water.97

95 Mexico, Analcs del Ministcrio dc Fomcnto, 1854, tom. i., pp. 623—1, 
719; lluasteea, Xoticias, pp. 48-9, G9.

96 Lut robe's Humbler, p. 75.
97 J. F. It. Cuilete, in Alzate y Ramirez, Gaccta de Literatura, Fri» 

20, 1790; also in Id., reprint, tom. i., pp. 282-4. Sr Alzate v Ramirez, edi­
tor of the Guceta, had also heard from other sources of ruins in the same 
vicinity.
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At Tula, north-west of the city of Mexico, the 
ancient Tollan, the Toltec capital, we are told that 
extensive ruins remained at the time of the Con­
quest,98 hut very few relics have survived to the pres­
ent time, although some of the few that have been 
found here are of a somewhat extraordinary character. 
The cut shows both sides of an earthen vase from

Earthen Vase—Tula.

Tula, which, as Mayer says, is “of exquisitely grained 
and tempered material, and ornamented with figures 
in uttaylio, resembling those found on the monuments 
in Yucatan.”99 Villa-Senor y Sanchez, one of the 
early Spanish writers, names Tula as one of the many 
localities where giants’bones had been found.100 A 
commission from the Mexican Geographical Society, 
composed of Drs Manfred and Old,—the latter an 
old resident of California, who takes a deep interest 
in the antiquities and history of the Pacific States— 
with Mr Porter C. Bliss,—whose large collection of 
Mexican works, with some curious relics of antiquity, 
has been lately added to my library--Hind Sr ( iare/a 
y Cubas, made an exploration of Tula and vicinity in 
187A, bringing to light some interesting monuments, 
of which an illustrated account was published in the 
Boletin of the society. The cut shows a very curious 
double column of basalt, somewhat over eight feet

9S Prrsrotfs Mrx., vol. i., p. 13.
1,9 Mayer, in Sr/tool craft's Arch., vol. vi., p. 588, pi. iii., fig. 1, 2.; Id , 

Mcx. Azirc^tc.. vol. ii., p. 2(>8; Id., Mrx. as it H as, pp. 107-8.
log Thrall tvm. i., pp. 8G-7.
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Basaltic Column—Tala

high. The sculptured knots are interpreted by the 
commissioners mentioned as the tlalpilli, or periods 
of thirteen years. None of them occur on the reverse 
of the column. Other relics discovered by this party 
included half of what seemed to be a kind of calen­
dar-stone, a large animal in basalt or monster idol, 
and some hieroglyphic sculptures on the cliff of the 
Cerro de la Malinche. There were also found the 
three fragments shown in the cut,/which are interest-

Parts of a Column—Tula

ing as showing an aboriginal method of forming col­
umns not elsewhere met with in America, a round 
tenon on one part fitting closely into a hole in the 
next. The largest of the three parts shown is four 
feet long and two and three fourths feet in diameter. 
The material is basalt and the sculpture is said to he 
well done. Most of the Tula relics were found at the 
Cerro del Tesoro, west of the modern village.101

Gondra speaks of fine pieces of basalt and other
101 Hoc. Mcx. Oeog., Boletin, 3ra «‘poea, tom. i., pp. 185-7, with 10 fig.
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stone, about nine feet long, recently discovered on the 
hacienda of Tlahuililpan near Tula, leaving it to be 
inferred that the blocks were artificially shaped if not 
sculptured.101 Another author says that on the same 
hacienda an idol six feet high has been found,103 and 
mentions some ruins of dwellings about Jacala in the 
Tula district, especially at Santa Marfa de los Alamos 
and Cerro Prieto, and also a pillar in the middle of the 
Rio de Montezuma.104 ( )ther remains vaguely reported 
to exist in this part of the state include a subterranean 
arch at Huehuetoca, between Mexico and Tula, built 
by the natives to keep the water from the capital; 
and a group of ruins at Chilcuautla, among which are 
those of a temple of stone and mortar, and a pyramid 
fifty-five feet long and seven feet high, with steps in 
a good state oTbpreservation.105

Still further north-west in the state of Querétaro, 
three groups of antiquities are reported, but very in­
adequately described. At Pueblito a league and a 
half south of the city of Querétaro, said to have 
been a favorite resort for Mexican tourists and in­
valids in the last century, there stood on a natural ele­
vation, in 1777, the foundations of a large rectangular 
building. The walls were'built of stones laid in clay, 
and were not, when visited^ standing above the level 
of the ground, one or two fqet having been, however, 
brought to light by excavation. Un the east and 
west of the jyain building \were two smaller ones, 
from which many idols and ' other relics, including 
round polished stones pierced through the centre, are 
said to have been taken. A pavement of clay is also 
spoken of in connection with these ruins. On the 
same elevation stood an artificial sugar-loaf-shaped 
mound, built of alternate layers of loose stones and 
mud, having at its summit a level mesa thirty-three

102 Ciondra, in Prrsroff, Hint. Conq. Mrx., tom. iii., p. 04.
103 Mexico, Annies del Ministerio de Fumento, 18Û4, tom. i., p. 2G3.
104 Id , p. 331
105 /</., pp. 417, 200-300.

y
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feet in diameter. It is said that many idols, sculpt­
ured fragments, pedestals, architectural decorations, 
and flint arrow-heads from Puehlito, were sent to 
enrich collections in" the city of Mexico. The only 
writer on the subject, Sr Morfi, attempts some de­
scriptions of the sculpture, but as is usual with such 
accounts unaccompanied by cuts, they convey no idea 
whatever of the subjects treated. Certain adobe 
ruins of doubtful antiquity were also shown to the 
author mentioned.108

In the Sierra de Canoas, between thirty and forty 
miles north-east of Querétaro, is a steep hill known 
as Cerro do la Ciudad, the summit of which is very 
strongly fortified. A lithographic plate showing a 
general view of the hill is given in a Mexican gov­
ernment report, but 1 do not copy it because the 
view is too distant to show anything further than 
what has already been said; namely, that the hill is 
steep, and the summit covered with strong stone 
fortifications. Another plate shows simply the ar­
rangement of the stones, which are brick-shaped 
blocks, whose dimensions are not given, laid in a 
mortar of reddish clay and lime. There are in all 
forty-five defensive works on the hill, including a 
wall about forty feet in height, and a rectangular 

with an area of five thousand square feet. 
Some large trees, one of them three hundred years 
old by its rings, are growing over the ruins. It is 
very unfortunate that we have no ground plan of 
these flirtitications.107

Two or three leagues north-west of the ruins last 
mentioned is the ranchen'a of Ranas, situated in a 
small valley enclosed by hills on every side, on the 
summits of most of which are still to be seen traces 
of an ancient population. The fortifications on these 
hills seem to resemble, so far as may be determined

106 Morji, Viagc, in Doc. Hint. Mcx., série iii., tom. iv., pp. 31*2-14. Ale­
gre, Hist. Como, de Jesus, tom. ii., p. 1G4, also speaks of Home small 
mounds at Puehlito.

103 Mexico, Mem. dc la Sec. Justicia, 1873, pp. 216-17, two plates.

42
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by the slight accounts extant, those of the barranca- 
girt peninsular plateaux of Vera Cruz. One hill- 
summit on the north has a pyramid sixty-five feet 
square at the hase, with four stairways leading to 
the top. Near the pyramid is a lmrial mound, or 
cnicillo, in which with a human skeleton were found 
marine shells, pottery, and heads. The cuieillos arc 
numerous throughout the whole region, and marine 
shells are of frequent occurrence in them. From a 
mound in the vicinity of San Juan Bel Rio some 
idols were taken as well.108

From an article read before the Mexican Geographic­
al Society by Sr Ballesteros in 187*2, I quote the 
following extracts: “What all down to the present 
time called cities (Canoas and Ranas), are oidy the 
fortified points which guarded the city proper, which 
was situated between the two at the point called Ra­
nas, where was the residence of the monarch. In a 
region absolutely broken up and cut in all directions 
by enormous barrancas, caused by the sinking of whole 
mountains, the settlement could not be symmetrically 
laid out, but was scattered, as it is still found, in the 
bottom of ravines, on the slopes and tops of the hills for 
many leagues.” A small lake, and a perennial spring 
are supposed to have been the attractions of this 
locality in the eyes of the ancient people. “On all 
the hills about are still seen vestiges of their monu­
ments, particularly what are called cuieillos, scattered 
in every direction from the pueblo of El Doctor to the 
banks of the streams that drain the valley opposite 
Zimapan, and even to that of Estorax. Although 
beforehand I believed that the capital was situated in 
the central part of Ranas, still this idea was rather 
vague; but now I think I may be sure of it, since I 
have found a place surrounded with little elevations, 
with all the signs of a circular plaza, with many re­
mains of monuments, which have been destroyed 
through ignorance and greed. In my presence were

I0* III., p. 217.
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destroyed the last remains of a cuicillo to found a house, 
the work not being checked by the presence of the bod­
ies of a man and woman, whose skulls, which I wished 
to remove, were reduced to dust by the simple touch 
of the hand. This circumstance may serve to-day as 
a proof that the cuicillos are nothing but mortuary 
monuments erected over the sepulchres of persons of 
rank, more or less grand according to the [lower of 
the pueblo, or of the relatives of the deceased.” “The 
idea of a remote antiquity is proved by the presence 
of the remains of very large oaks which sprang up 
among the edifices, grew and died, and from the ashes 
of which others equally large have grown up and 
cover to-day the majestic remains with their shade.” 
“The summit of the hill tin which it [the fortification | 
was founded is somewhat over a quarter of a league 
long, and between wall and wall there is room for 
three thousand men without crowding. The terrible 
sinking of the mountains cut down the cliffs, which 
are perpendicular on the north to a height of over 
eleven hundred feet. On the brow of the cliff was 
built the superimposed wall of stone, of a very con­
siderable thickness, and terraced on the interior where
the warriors were sheltered. On the highest part of 
the wall there is a kind of tower, the height of which 
from the bottom of the ravi up is not less than sixteen 
hundred and fifty feet. The hill has only one en-

points which impeded the enemV from approaching in 
sufficient numbers to make an assault. At this same
point is the tower which was perhaps the residence of
the chief of the fortress, the view from which com­
manded the only two roads By which the enemies
could approach.” “The two fortifications (Canons and 
lianas) are about two league» distant one from the 
other, and throughout the whole extent are seen the 
remains of the settlement, w' ' h territory the natives 
still inhabit. That of Canon guards the entrance of 
Zimapan by way of Santo I) lingo and Maconf; and

8
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that of Ranas protects the approach to Cadereyta 
and Pinal de Amoles.”1”

I liave now mentioned all the relics of antiquity 
tliat have been found in stated localities within the 
central Mexican region, which was to constitute the 
geographical basis of this chapter. Besides these 
relics, however, there are very many others in anti­
quarian collections, _ ’ ’ c or private, in different parts 
of the world, respecting which all that is known is 
that they are Mexican, that is, were brought from 
some part of the Mexican Republic, or even from 
the northern Central American states. Probably a 
larger part did actually originate in that part of the 
Republic which has been treated of in the present 
and the two preceding chapters. Very few, if any, 
came from the broad northern regions, whose 'few 
scattered remains will form the subject of the follow­
ing chapter. Neither do the general remarks of dif­
ferent writers on Mexican antiquities refer, except 
very slightly, to any northern monuments; conse­
quently 1 may introduce here better than elsewhere 
such miscellaneous matter as would naturally come at 
the close of my description of Nahua antiquities.

The collections in the city of Mexico, embracing 
relics of aboriginal times gathered .at different dates 
from all parts of the country, are described by trav­
elers as very rich, hut little cared for. The public 
collections were gradually united in the National 
Museum, where it is to be supposed they are still 
preserved and cared for under government auspices. 
M. de Waldeck at one time undertook the work of 
publishing lithographic plates of the relics in the 
Museum, but never completed it, and so far as 1 
know no systematic catalogue has ever been given to 
the public. Every visitor to the city has had some­
thing to say of these monuments, but most have

109 Ballesteros, in Soe. Mes. GeogBolctin, 2da época, tom. iv., pp. 
774-8.
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given their attention to the calendar-stone, and a few 
other well-known and famous objects. Many copies 
have been made by traveling artists, and such is the 
source whence many of the cuts in the preceding 
pages have been taken. Respecting the various 
private collections of Mexico, frequently changing 
hands, and scattered more or less to foreign lands at 
every succeeding revolution, 1 do not deem it import­
ant to notice them in this place, especially as I have 
no information about their present number and con­
dition, or the effects of the French intervention.

M. de Fossey represents the Museum as contain­
ing “a hundred masks of obsidian, of serpentine, and 
of marble; a collection of vases of marble and clay; 
implements in clay, in wood, and in stone; metal­
lic mirrors; amulets and ornaments in agate, coral, 
and shell,” all in great confusion.110 Mr Mayer gives 
perhaps the most complete account of the monuments 
gathered in this and some other collections in the 
city of Mexico, illustrated by many cuts besides those 
which 1 have had occasion to copy or to mention in 
describing the monuments of particular localities. I 
make some quotations from this author respecting 
miscellaneous objects. “In the city of Mexico 1 
constantly saw serpents, carved in stone, in the vari­
ous collections of antiquities. < >ne was presented to 
me by the Conde del JVnasco, and the drawings be­
low represent the figures of two ‘feathered serpents,’ 
which, after considerable labor I disinterred (1 may 
say,) from a heap of dirt and rubbish, old boxes, 
chicken-coops, and decayed fruit, in the court-yard of 
the University.” “The carving with which they are 
covered is executed with a neatness and gracefulness 
that would make them, as mere ornaments, worthy of 
the chisel of an ancient sculptor.” “On the benches 
around the walls, and scattered over the floor, arc 
numberless figures of dogs, monkeys, lizards, birds, 
serpents, all in seemingly inextricable confusion and

111 Fossey, Mexique, pp'A*13-U.
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utter neglect.” A mortar of basalt with a coiled 
serpent round the rim, and a beautifully cut human 
bead of the same material. “In the adjoining cases 
[of the Museum] are all the smaller Mexican antiq­
uities, which have been gathered together by the 
labor of many years, and arranged with some atten­
tion to system. In one department you find the 
hatchets used by the Indians; the ornaments of heads 
of obsidian and stone worn round their necks; the 
mirrors of obsidian ; the masks of the same material, 
which they hung at different seasons before the faces 
of their idols ; their bows and arrows, and arrow­
heads of obsidian, some of them so small and beau­
tifully cut, that the smallest birds might be killed 
without injuring their plumage. In another depart­
ment arc the smaller idols of the ancient Indians, in 
clay and stone, specimens of which, together with 
the small domestic altars and vases for burning in­
cense, are exhibited in the following [7] drawings. 
Many of these figures were doubtless worn suspended 
around the neck, or hung on the walls of houses, as 
several are pierced with holes, through which cords 
have evidently passed/ In the next place is a col­
lection of Mexican vases and cups, most of which 
were discovered. . . . ii/ 4he Island of Sacrificios,” and 
have consequently been already mentioned. There 
follow cuts of an axe and /two pipes; nine small clay 
idols ; and seven musical instruments. Sixteen cuts of 
objects from the Penasop collection are also given.111

Mr Tylor tells us that the Vlide collection at Hei­
delberg is a far finer on« than that in Mexico, except 
in the department of picture-writings ; it contains a 
large number of stone itrois and trinkets, pipes, and 
calendars. The Christy collection in London is par­
ticularly rich in small sculptured figures, many of 
them from Central Americjt. It includes the squat­
ting female figure carved from hard black basalt,

111 Mayn't Mcr. w> it TIVu, m>. 31-2, 84-5, 87-100, 272-9; Id., Mrx. 
tec, etc., vul. ii., pp. 205-74; la., in Schoolcraft's Arch., vol. vi., pi. i.-vii.

\
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fifteen inches high and seven and a half inches wide, 
described by Humboldt as an Aztec priestess;113 and 
also bronze needles and the bronze bells shown in the 
cut, which I take from Tylor. The same author also

Bronze Bells—Christy Collection.

describes and illustrates various other relics seen by 
him in Mexican and European collections. These in­
clude stone and obsidian knives, spear-heads, and 
arrow-heads ; heads and small idols in terra cotta ; 
pottery, consisting of vases, altars, censers, rattles, 
flageolets, and whistles ; and masks of obsidian, stone, 
wood, and terra-cotta. Respecting obsidian relics 
Mr Tylor says, “Anyone who does not know obsidian 
may imagine great masses of bottle-glass, such as our 
orthodox ugly wine bottles are made of, very hard, 
very brittle, and—if one breaks it with any ordinary 
implement—going, as glass does, in every direction 
but the right one.” “Out of this rather unpromising 
stuff the Mexicans made knives, razors, arrow- and 
spear-heads, and other things, some of great beauty. 
1 say nothing of the polished obsidian mirrors and 
ornaments, nor even of the curious masks of the hu­
man face that are to he seen in collections, for these 
were only laboriously cut and polished with jewelers’ 
sand, to us a common place process.” “We got sev­
eral obsidian maces or lance-heads—one about ten

111 Humboldt, Vues, tom. i., pp. 51-6, plate of front and rear; Id., in 
Antiff. Mejc., tom. i., div. ii., pp. 9-10, suppl., pi. i. Remarks on the statue 
by Visconti, in Id., p. 32; Plates in Laremuidièrc, Mrs. et (huit., pi. 
xxviii., i). 48; Prescott, Hist. Cony. Mrs., tom. i., p. 389; and Ih'laJieliCs 
Antiq. Amer., p. Cl.
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inches long—which were taper from base to point, and 
covered with taper Hutings; and there are other things 
which present great difficulties.” “The axes and( 
chisels of stone are so exactly like those found in Ku^” 
rope that it is quite impossible to distinguish thenk... 
The bronze hatchet-blades are thiivand Hat, slightly 
thickened at the sides to give them strength, and 
mostly of a very peculiar shape, something like a T, 
l»ut still more resembling the section of a mushroom 
cut vertically through the middle of the stalk.’’113 

These supposed hatchets were, according to some au­
thorities, coins. They are extremely light to be used 
as hatchets. “Many specimens are to be seen of the 
red and black ware of Cholula.” “The terra-cotta 
rattles are very characteristic. They have little balls 
in them which shake about, and they puzzled us 
much "as the apple-dumpling did good King George, 
for we could not make out very easily how the balls 
got inside. They were probably attached very slightly 
to the inside, and so baked and then broken loose.” 
A cut is given of a brown lava mask from the Christy 
collection, which seems to have some sculptured tig- 
ures on the inside.114

There are three very remarkable mosaic relics in 
the Christy collection, one of which is the knife rep­
resented in the cut, which I take from Waldeck’s tine

»

'saiiiht

Mosaic Knife—Christy Collection.

colored plate, although most of the information re­
specting these relics comes from Tylor. -'The blade is

113 Sec p. 382, for a cut of a similar article.
114 Tylor a Anahuac, pp. 95-103, 110, 195, 225-6, 235-6. v
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of a scmi-transli^ent chalcedony found in the volcanic 
regions of Mexico. The uncolored cut gives hut a 
faint idea of the beauty of the handle, which is cov­
ered with a complicated mosaic work of a bright 
green turquoise, malachite, and both white and red 
shell. It is certainly most extraordinary to find a 
people still in the stone age, as is proved by the blade, 
able to execute so perfect a piece of work as the 
handle exhibits. Two masks of the same style of 
workmanship are preserved in the same collection. 
“The mask of wood is covered with minute pieces of 
turquoise—cut and polished, accurately fitted, many 
thousands in number, and set on a dark gum or ce­
ment. The eyes, however, are acute-oval patches of 
mother-of-pearl; and there arc two small square 
patches of the same on the temples, through which a 
string passed to suspend the mask ; and the teeth are 
of hard white shell. The eyes are perforated, and so 
are the nostrils, and the upper and lower teeth are 
separated by a transverse chink ...The face, which 
is well-proportioned, pleasing, and of great symmetry, 
is studded also with numerous projecting pieces of 
turquoise, rounded and polished.” The wood is the 
fragrant cedar or cypress of Mexico. The knife 
handle is “sculptured in the form of a crouching hu­
man figure, covered with the skin of an eagle, and 
presenting the well-known and distinctive Aztec type 
of the human head issuing from the mouth of an ani­
mal.” “The second mask is yet more distinctive. 
The incrustation of turquoise-mosaic is placed on the 
forehead, face, and jaws of a human skull.... The 
mosaic of turquoise is interrupted by three broad 
transverse hands, on the forehead, face, and chin, of a 
mosaic of obsidian similarly cut (hut in larger pieces) 
and highly polished,—a very unusual treatment of this 
difficult and intractable material, the use of which in 
any artistic way, appears to have been confined to the 
Aztecs (with the exception, perhaps, of the Egyptians). 
The eye-balls are nodules of iron-pyrites, cut liemi-
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spherically and highly polished, and are surrounded 
by circles of hard white shell, similar to that forming 
the teeth of the wooden mask. The Aztecs made 
their mirrors of iron-pyrites polished, and are the 
only people who are known to have put this material 
to ornamental use.” These mosaic relics, and two 
similar but damaged masks at Copenhagen, are prob­
ably American, if not Aztec ; but this cannot be 
directly proved; for while something is known of their 
European history, their origin cannot be definitely as­
certained.115

The image shown in the following cut is given by

Image of Huitzilopochtli.

Sr tiendra as representing the Aztec deity Huitzilo­
pochtli, although he gives no reason for the opinion ; 
nor does he name the material, or dimensions of the 
relic. Sr Chavero also speaks of several images of 
the same god, in his possession or seen by him. They 
are of sandstone, granite, marble, quartz, and one of' 
solid gold. Several had a well-defined beard.11'1 Cou­
dra gives plates of many weapons, implements of 
sculpture and sacrifice, funeral urns, and musical in­
struments. The iiuicaiut, an Aztec aboriginal weapon,

,,s )Val(lecJct Palenqut, p. viiipi. xliv. ; Ti/lors Annhunr, pp. 110, 337- 
0. Mr Tv lor notes that in an old work, Aldrorandus, Mnsatun Mrta/lirnm, 
Bologna 1t>48, there were drawings of a knife and wooden mask with mo­
saic ornamentation, hut of a different design.

116 Prescott, Hist. ('onq. Mrx., tom. iii., p. 70, pi. xiii. ; Charero, in 
Gallo, Nombres Illustres, tom. i., pp. 140-7; Gilliam's Trav., pp. 44-5.
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shown in the cut, is copied from one of his plates. 
The material is probably a basaltic stone.117

An Aztec Macana.

In 1831 a report was made to the French Geo­
graphical Society on a collection of drawings of 
Mexican antiquities executed by M. Franck. This 
collection embraced drawings of about six hundred 
objects, most of them from the National Museum in 
Mexico; eighty in the museum of the Philosophical 
Society at Philadelphia; forty in the Penasco col­
lection in Mexico, and others belonging to Castaneda 
and other private individuals. They were classified as 
follows: one hundred and eighty figures of men and 
women; fifty-five human heads in stone or clay; thirty 
masks and busts; twenty heads of different animals ; 
seventy-five vases; forty ornaments; six bas-reliefs; 
six fragments: thirty-three flageolets and whistles; 
and a miscellaneous collection of weapons, imple­
ments, and divers objects.118

Sixteen/specimens of Mexican relics, in the posses­
sion of yi. Latour-Allard in Paris, are represented 
by Kingsborough unaccompanied . by explanations. 
The objects are mostly sculptured heads, idols, and 
animals. Bullock also gives plates of six Mexican 
idols, about which nothing definite is said; Humboldt 
pictures an idol carried by him from Mexico to 
Berlin; and Nebel’s plates show about thirty miscel­
laneous relics, in addition to those that have been 
already mentioned. Humboldt also gives an Aztec 
hatchet of green feldspath or jade, which has in­
cised figures on its surface. He remarks that he

111 Prescott, Hist. Conq. Mix., tom. iii., pp. 82, 87, 99, 101, pi. xv.-xx.
118 .S'oc. ticog., Bulletin, tom. v., No. 9.7, p. 116, No. 98, p. 283, et ae<| ; 

Warden, in Antiq. Alex., tom. i., div. ii., pp. 36-40.
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never has found this material ‘in place’ in Mexico, 
although axes made of it are common enough.119 The 
two musical instruments shown in the cuts are taken

from Waldeck’s plates. Their material is terra 
cotta.130 Other miscellaneous cuts and descriptions

Terra-Cotta Musical Instrument.

are given in the work of the German traveler Mid­
ler, and in the appendix to the German translation of 
Del Rio and Cabrera.131 José Maria Bustamante 
told Mr Lyon of an obsidian ring, carried away by 
Humboldt, which was perforated round the circum­
ference so that a straw introduced at one side would 
traverse the circle and come out again at the same

119 Kingsborough's Mex. Antiq., vol. iv., unnumbered jdates following 
those of Castaneda; Bullock's Mexico, p. 326; Humboldt, 1 ties, tom. ii., pp. 
207, 146, (fol. ed. |>1. xl., xxviii.); Id., in Antiq. Mex., tom. i., div. ii., pp. 
25-7, sui»|)l., pi. vii., fig. 10, jil. vi., fig. 8; Ncbel, Viajr.

180 n alder k, Palenqué, pi. lvi. ; other miscellaneous relics, pi. iii.-v., 
xliii., xlv.-vi., lv.

Iil Muller, Reisen, tom. ii., p. 292, et seq. ; Cabrera, Beschreibung einer 
alten Stadt, appendix.
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opening.122 The two idols shown in the cut were

Aztec Idols—British Museum.

copied by Kingsborough’s artist in the British Mu­
seum. The figures of the cut are one sixth of the 
original size.123 Prescott tells us that “a great col­
lection of ancient pottery, with various other speci­
mens of Aztec art, the gift of Messrs Poinsett ami 
Keating, is deposited in the cabinet of the American 
Philosophical Society, at Philadelphia,” a list of the 
relics having been printed in the Transactions of that 
Society.124

Phallic Belie in National Museum.

1?8 Lynn's Journal, vol. ii , p. 119.
183 Kingsbormigh'» Mex. Antiq., vol. iv.
v-'4 Prescott's Mex., vol. i., p. 143; Amer. Phil. Soc., Transact., vol. in . 

p. 510.
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The preceding cut represents a serpentine relic pre­
served in the National Museum, anti shown to Col. 
Mayer—from whose album 1 copy it— 
as a ‘eosa muy curiosa,’

Four interesting -sculptured stones are represented 
and their inscriptions interpreted by Sr Ramirez, in 
a Spanish edition of Prescott s work. The first is a 
cylinder twenty-six inches long, eleven inches in di­
ameter, representing a bundle of straight sticks bound 
with a double rope at each end. There are hiero­
glyphic sculptures on one side and both ends, which 
are interpreted by Sr Ramirez as a record of the 
least which was celebrated at the last ‘binding up of 
the years’ in 1507. The second is a block of black 
lava thirteen and a half by twelve and a half inches, 
hearing a serpent carved in low relief. The third is 
a similar block somewhat larger, with a sculptured 
inscription, supposed to represent the date of Novem­
ber 28, 1456. The fourth monument is that shown 
in the cut. It is a block of green serpentine, mcas-

Seqientine Hieroglyphic Block.

uring thirty-eight by twenty-six inches. According 
to the meaning attributed to the sculptures by Ra­
mirez, the lower inscription is the year 8 Acatl, or

by Sr (jondra
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1487 ; the upper part shows the day 7 Acatl, or Feb­
ruary 19. The left hand figure is supposed to repre­
sent Ahuitzotl, and that on the right Tizoe. The 
event commemorated by the whole sculpture is 
thought to he the dedication of the great temple of 
Mexico, begun by Tizoe and completed by Ahuitzotl. 
The same block is shown in one of Waldeck’s 
plates.1M 1 may also notice a small collection of 
Mexican relics in my possession, obtained by Porter 
(J. Bliss during his travels in the country. This col­
lection includes a grotesque mask of clay; a head of 
terra-cotta, eight inches high and six inches wide, in­
cluding head-dress; a small head carved from lime­
stone; a wooden teponaztli; a copper coin or hatchet; 
five terra-cotta faces, whose dimensions are generally 
about two inches; six fragments of pottery, mostly or­
namented with raised and indented figures- one with 
raised figures added after the vessel was completed, 
one with painted figures, one glazed, and one appar­
ently engraved; and seven fragments, some of which 
seem to have been handles or legs of large vessels.

I close my description of Mexican Antiquities with 
the two following quotations, somewhat at variance 
with the matter contained in the preceding pages. 
“This, like other American countries, is of too recent 
civilization to exhibit any monuments of antiquity.
“ I am informed by a person who resided long in New 
Spain and visited almost every province of it, that 
there is not, in all the extent of that vast empire, anv 
monument or vestige of any building more ancient 
than the conquest, nor of any bridge or highway, ex­
cept some remains of the causeway from (luadaloupe 
to the gate of Mexico.”127 1 give in a note a list of 
authorities which contain descriptions more or less 
complete of Mexican relics, but no information in ad 
dition to what has been presented.1’28

12* llamircz, Sotos, in Prescott, Hist. Cong. Mcx., tom. ii., suppl., pp 
106-24; WoIdrek, Palenqnt\ i>l. liii.

,<fi Rig land's Vine of the World, vol. v., p. 523.
127 Rutter (son's Hist. Amer., vol. i., p. 2(H).

Ampère, Prom, en A/ntr., tom. ii., pp. 266-7, 287-02; Annin, !)<•<
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No general view or résumé of Naliua monuments 
seems necessary livre, nor are extensive concluding 
remarks called for, In addition to what has been said 
in connection with particular groups of monuments, 
and to the conclusions which the reader of the pre­
ceding pages will naturally form. The most import­
ant bearing of the monuments as a whole is as a 
confirmation of the Nahua civilization as it was found 
to exist in the sixteenth century, reported^ in the 
pages of the conquerors and early chroniclers, and as
AUc Mex., pp. 47-50; Andrews' I/lust. If'. hid., pn. 73-4; Beau fay's Mcx. 
Jllustr., pp. 198-9; Bonn y east le's Snail. Amer., vol. i., p. 52; Bradford's 
Anar. Antiq., pn. 108-13; Brownell 8 Ind. Baers, pp. 50-4; Calderon de la 
Barra's Life in Mex., vol. i., )». 93, vol. ii., p. 130; Chambers' Jour., 1834, 
vol. ii., pp. 374-5, 1838, vol. vi., pp. 43-4; Che entier, Mexique, p. 10; Id., 
Mcx. Ancien et Mod., pp. 50-3, 453-4; Couders Mex. Gnat., vol. i., p. 27*2; 
Cortes' Despatches, pp. 8*2-3, ‘205; Democratic Beririr, vol. xi.,pp. 011-13; 
Dads' A nr. A nier., pp. 0-7 ; Delà field's Antiq. Amer., pp. 30, 50, 01; Do­
me nee h, Jour., pp. *289, 371; D'Orbigny, Voyage, n. 330; Edinburgh Be­
ririr, .1 uly, 1807; Elcmentos de Geog. Civil, p. ‘29; Evans' Our Sister llep., 
pp. 330-3; Frost's Diet. Dist. Mex., pp. 44-0; Gilliam's Trav., pp. 95-9; 
Gordon's IUst. and .Geog Mem., pp. 45-6; Id., Ancient Mex., vm. i., pp. 
‘201-8; Gregory's Hist. Mex., p. 17; Grone, Briefc, pp. 91 *2, ‘Mi-7; lleller, 
Beisen, pp. 148-50; Helps' Span. Cong., vol. i., pp. 288-90, vol. ii., p. 141; 
Hazart, hi relic n-Gesehiehte, tom. ii., p. 499; Hill's Travels, vol. ii., pp. *238- 
42; Hist. Mag., vol. iv., p. *271 ; Kendall's Mar., vol. ii., p. 328 ; Klemm, 
Cultur-GesehieJite, tom. v., pp. 5-0, 8, 17-19, 137-43, 153-03; Larenaudn re, 
Mex. et Gnat., pp. 30, 44, 40-50, 53, *204, 3*20-7; Lang's Boh/nesian Mat., 
|i|>. 218-24; Lat robe's Bumbler, pp. 108-70; Lem/iridr's Ko tes in Mix.,
111 >. 88-9; Linati, Cost unies, pi. *29; Lowenstern, Mexique, p 100, <*t svq., 
Lyon's Journal, vol. ii., pp. 119-21 ; Malte Brun, Brens delà Grog , turn, 
vi., pp. 293, 295, 400,440, 401); MeSherry's El Buehero, pp. 154-5; Mexn/ue, 
Etudes Hist., p. 7; Mexico, Mem. de la See. Estado, 1835, pp. 4*2-4; Me.r- 
ikanisehe Zustande, pp. 372-0; Mexico, Trip to, p. 00; Mexico, Stones of, 
pp. 87, 105; Mexico in ISJ/d, pp. 80-7; Monglave, Bésumé, pp. 5, 1113, 
57-8; Morton's Crania Amer., y 149; Moxô, Cartas Mrj., pp. 80, ‘.M)-3, 132, 
349-59; Montanas, Mien we, II eereld, p. 219; Muh/en/ifordt, Mrjico, tom. 
i , p 229, tom. ii., j)t ii., pp. 295, 318-19, 352; Muller, A merilcanisehe Cr- 
rr/igionen, pp. 45, 457-9, 403-4, 400-8, 498-9, 543-5, 549-02, 04*2-0; A orman's 
Bumbles in Vue., pp. 277-80; Id., Bumbles by Land and Water, pp. 199- 
210; Aott and Gliddon's Indig. Bans, pp. 184-7; Bimentel, Mem. sobre la 
Baza Indigena, pp. 9-10, 54-5; Breseatt s Mex., vol. iii , pp. 402-4; Brieh- 
ard's B< searches, vol. v., p|> 345-8; Boinsett's Motes Mex., pp. 73-0. Ill; 
Briesf's A mer. Antiq., pp 255-7 ; Banking's Hist, lie searches, pp. 353-02, 
401-3; Buxton's Advcn. Mex., p. 47; Id., in A ouvellcs Annales des Yog.,
1850, tom. uxxvi., pp. 45-0; Saturday Magazine, vol. vi., p. 42; Simon's 
Ten Tribes, pp. 155, 157, 190, 283; Sue. Mex. Grog., Boletin, 2<ln v|hh'u, tom. 
i , p. 37; Shark's Cal. Scrap- Book, p. 057; Tayae, in Connie d'Arrh. 
A mer., 1806-7, p. 14*2; Taylor's Eldorado, vol. ii., pp, 159-00; Thompson's 
Mex., pp. 110-17, 213; Thununel, Mexilco, pn. 134-5, 182-3, 240-7, 330; 
Tudor's Mar., vol. ii., pp. 239-40, 253-5; /l a/derk, I ay. Bift , p. 7*2; 
Wappaus, Geog. v. Slat., pp. 180, 188, 192, 190; HYsr’x Los Gringos, pp. 
255-0 ; Willson's Amer. Hist., pp. 73-4, 87-9; W or tie y s Trav., pp. 194-8; 
Young's Hist. Mex., p. 21.
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it lias been exhibited in a preceding volume. That 
there were exaggerations in the reports that have 
come down to us is doubtless true, as it is very 
natural; but a people who could execute the works 
that have been described and pictured in this and the 
two preceding chapters, were surely far advanced in 
many of the elements of what is termed civilization. 
And all this they did, it must be rômembered, while 
practically still in their ‘stone age;’ fotyalthough cop­
per was used by them, it has been seenxthat imple­
ments of that metal but rarely occur in the list of 
relics described. It is doubtful if any known people 
ever advanced so far under similar circumstances— 
that is in their ‘stone age,’ or in the earlier stages of 
their‘bronze age’—as did the Nahuas and Mayas of 
this continent.

Not only do the northern monuments confirm the 
reported culture existing at the Conquest, but they 
agree, so far as they go, with the traditional annals 
of Anahuae during the centuries preceding the com­
ing of the Spaniards. Teotihuacan and Cholula dif­
fer from any works of the later Nalma epochs; while 
Xochicalco and Mitla are far superior to any known 
works of the Aztecs proper. All remains sustain the 
traditions that the Aztecs were superior to their neigh­
bors chiefly in the arts of war, and that the older in­
habitants were more devoted to the arts of architecture 
and sculpture, if not more skillful in the practice of 
them, than their successors. Still, this must not be 
understood to indicate anything like a permanent de­
terioration, or the beginning of a backward march of 
civilization, whose march is ever onward, although 
making but little account of centuries or generations.

'l'lie comparison of Naliua with Maya monuments 
is a most interesting subject, into the details of which 
1 do not propose to enter. In the use of the pyram­
idal structure, common to both branches of Ameri­
can civilized nations, and in a few sculptured emblems 
there is doubtless a resemblance; but this likeness is
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utterly insufficient to support what has been in the 
past a favorite theory among writers on the subject ;

-namely, that of a civilized people migrating slowly 
southward, and leaving behind them traces of a grad­
ually improving hut identical culture. The resem­
blances in question have in my opinion been greatly 
exaggerated, and are altogether outnumbered and 
outweighed by the marked contrasts, which, as they 
exist between the monuments of Yucatan and Chia­
pas, and those of Mexico and Vera Cruz, do not need 
to be pointed out to one who has studied the preced­
ing descriptions. It is true that the best archi­
tectural specimens of Nahua art have been entirely 
destroyed, still there is no reason to doubt that if 
they could be partially restored they would resemble 
the structures of Vera Cruz, or at best, Xochicalco, 
rather than those of Uxmal and Palenque.

The differences between the northern and southern 
remains, while far more clearly marked than the re­
semblances, and constituting a much more forcible 
argument against than in favor of the theory that 
all American peoples are identical, must yet not be 
regarded as in any way conclusive in the matter; for 
it may be noticed that the likeness is very vague be­
tween the Nicaraguan idols of stone and those carved 
bv the hands of the northern Aztfccs. Vet the 
peoples were doubtless identical -in blood fa^d lan­
guage, as the divinities which the respective artists 
attempted to symbolize in stone were the same. 
The reader will probably agree with me in the con­
clusion that, while a comparison of northern and 
southern monuments is far from proving or disprov­
ing the original identity of the Civilized Races of 
the Pacific States, yet it goes far to show, in con­
nection with the evidence of language, tradition, and 
institutions, a Nahua and a Maya culture, progressing 
in separate paths,—though not without contact, fric­
tion, and intermingling,—during a long course of cen­
turies.
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CHAPTER X.

ANTIQUITIES OF THE NORTHERN MEXICAN STATES.

The Home of the Chichimecs—Michoacan—Tzintzuntzan, Lake 
Patzcuako, Teremendo—Aniche and Jiquii.pan-Colima—Ar- 
merIa and Cuyutlan—Jalisco — Ton ala, Guadalajara, Cha- 
cala, Sayula, Tepatitlan, Zapotlan, Nayarit, Tepic, Santi­
ago IXCUINTLA, AND BoLASoS—GUANAJUATO—SAN GREGORIO AND
Santa Catarina—Zacatecas—La Quemada and Teul—Tamau- 
lipas—Kncarnacion, Santa Barbara, Carmelote, Topila, Tam­
pico, and Burrita—Nuevo Leon and Texas—Coahuila—BolSon 
de Mapimi, San Martero—Durango—Zape, San Agustin, and 
La BreSa —Sinaloa and Lower California—Cerro de las 
Trincheras in Sonora—Casas Grandes in Chihuahua.

A somewhat irregular line extending across the 
continent from north-east to south-west, terminating 
at Tampico on the gulf and at the bar of Zacatula on 
the Pacific, is the limit which the progress northward 
of our antiquarian exploration has reached, the results 
having been recorded in the preceding chapters. The 
region that now remains to be traversed, excepting 
the single state of Michoacan, the home of the Taras- 
cos, is without the limits that have been assigned to 
the Civilized Nations, and within the bounds of com­
parative savagism. The northern states of what is 
now the Mexican Republic were inhabited at the 
time of the Conquest by the hundreds of tribes, which, 
if not all savages, had at least that reputation among 
their southern brethren. To the proud resident of
Anahuac and the southern plateaux, tl^e northern 

1668)
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hordes were Chichimecs, ‘dogs,’ barbarians. Yet sev­
eral of these so-called barbarian tribes were probably 
as far advanced in certain elements of civilization as 
some of the natives that have been included among 
the Nahuas. They were tillers of the soil and lived 
under systematic forms of government, although not 
apparently much given to the arts of architecture and 
sculpture. Only one grand pile of stone ruins is 
known to exist in the whole northern Chichimec re­
gion, and the future discovery of others, though pos­
sible, is not, I think, very likely to occur. Nor are 
smaller relics, idols and implements, very numerous, 
except in a few localities; but this may be attributed 
perhaps in great degree to the want of thorough ex­
piration. A short chapter will suffice for a descrip­
tion of all the monuments south of United States 
territory, and in describing them I shall treat of 
each state separately, proceeding in general terms 
from south to north. A glance at the map accom­
panying this volume will show the reader the position 
of each state, and each group of remains, more clearly 
than any verbal location could do.

The civilized Tarascos of Michoacan have left but 
very few traces in the shape of material relics. Their 
capital and the centre of their civilization was on the 
shores and islands of Lake Patzcuaro, where the 
Spaniards at the time of the Conquest found some 
temples described by them as magnificent.1 Beau­
mont tells us that the ruins of a ‘plaza do annas’ be­
longing traditionally to the Tarascos at Tzintzuntzan, 
the ancient capital, were still visible in 177G, near 
the pueblo of Ignatzio, two leagues distant. Five 
hundred paces west of the pueblo a wall, mostly 
fallen, encloses a kind of plaza, measuring four hun­
dred and fourteen by nine hundred and thirty feet.
I'lie wall was alxrnt sixteen feet thick and eighteen 
in height, with terraces, or steps, on the inside. In

1 Brasseur de Bourbourg, Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. iv., p. 58.
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the centre were the foundations of what the author 
supposes to have heen a tower, and west of the en­
closed area were three heaps of stones, supposed to 
be burial mounds. Two idols, one in human form, 
lacking head and feet, the other shaped like an alli­
gator, were found here, carved from a stone called 
tanamo, much like the tetzontli. The same author 
says, “respecting the ruins of the palace of the Ta- 
rascan kings, according to the examination which I 
lately made of these curiosities, 1 may say that east­
ward of this city of Tzintzuntzan, on the slope of a 
great hill called Yaguarato, a hundred paces from the 
settlement, are seen on the surface of the ground 
some subterranean foundations, which extend from 
north to south about a hundred and fifty paces, and 
about fifty from east to west, where there is a tradi­
tion that the palace of the ancient kings was situated. 
In the centre of the foundation-stones arc five small 
mounds, or cuicillos, which are called stone yacatux, 
and hewn blocks, over which an Indian guardian is 
never wanting, for even now the natives will not per­
mit these stones to be removed.” “Un the shores of 
Lake Siraguen are found ancient monuments of the 
things which served for the pleasure of the kings and 
nobles, with other ruined edifices, which occur in 
various places.”3 Tzintzuntzan is on the south-eastern 
shore of the lake, some leagues northward from the 
modern Patzcuaro. Lyon in later times was told 
that the royal palace and other interesting remains 
were yet to be seen on the lake shores, but he did not 
visit them.3

8 Beaumont, Crdn. Mechoac.an, MS., pp. 45-0. Ihuatzio, probably the 
true name of the town called by Beaumont Ignatzio, ‘ recuenla js»r sus an 
tiguedades (la Piramide aun no destruida, que les servia de plaza de armas: 
otras Ydcatas, b se pu lcros de bus Keyes: las reliquats de una torre que fa 
bried su primer fundador antes venir los Espanoles, y la via, calle b vamiim 
de <Jueréndaro, que comunivuba con la ( apital) tristes memorias de I t 
grandeza michuacana.’ Michuacan, Andlisis Est adjntr J. J. L., 1». 100

3 Lyon's Journal, vol. ii., pp. 71-2. ‘Some relics of the Tarascan archi­
tecture are said to be found at this place, but we do not possess any au­
thentic account* or drawing*! of them.’ Mayer's Mr£. Aztec, etc., vol. ii.. p 
‘291. Mention in MMenpfordt, Mejico, tom. ii., pt ii., p. 309; Wajymus, 
G tog. u. Ü'tut., p. 107.
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Anotlior early writer, Villa-Senor y Sanchez, says 
that in 1712 he, with a companion, entered what 
seemed a cavern in a deep barranca at Teremendo, 
eight leagues south-west of Valladolid, or Morelia. 
“There were discovered prodigious aboriginal vaults, 
bounded by very strong walls, rendered solid by fire. 
In the centre of the second was a bench like the foot 
of an altar, where there were many idols, and fresh 
offerings of copal, and woolen stuffs, and various 
figures of men and animals.” It was found accord­
ing to this author that the builders had constructed 
walls of loose stones of a kind easily melted, and 
then by tire had joined the blocks into a solid mass 
without the use of mortar, continuing the process to 
the roof. The outside of the structure was over­
grown with shrubs and trees.4

i

At Aniche, an island in Lake Patzcuaro, Mr 
Beaufoy discovered some hieroglyphic figures cut on 
a rock; and at Irimbo about fifty miles east of 
Morelia, he was shown some small mounds which 
the natives called fortifications, although there was 
nothing to indicate that such had been their use.5 In 
the mountains south-east of Lake Chapala, in the 
region of Jiipiilpan, Sr Garcia reports the remains of 
an ancient town, and says further that opals and 
other precious stones well worked have been obtained 
here.6 Humboldt pictures a very beautiful obsidian 
bracelet or ring, worked very thin and brilliantly 
polished; and another writer mentions some giants’ 
bones, all found within the limits of Michoacan.7

At the time when official explorations were under­
taken by Dupaix and Castaneda in the southern parts

4 Villa-Senor y Sanchez, Theatro, tom. ii., pp. 70-1; mention in liassel, 
Mex. Guat., i>. 154.

5 Iieau/oys Mcx. Illuslr., p. 109.
6 Sue. Mcx. Geoy., Holctin, 2da dpoca, tom. iv., p. 559.
7 Humboldt, in Antiq. \l>x., tom. i., < 1 iv. ii., p. 30, Hiippl., pi vii., fig. 13; 

Soe. Mcx. Gcotj., Boletin, tom. viii., p. 558.
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of New Spain, it seems that officials in some north­
ern regions also were requested by the Spanish gov­
ernment to report upon such remains of antiquity as 
might be known to exist. The antiquarian genius 
to whom the matter was referred in Colima, then a 
department of Miehoaean, hut now an independent 
state, made a comprehensive report to the effect that 
he “had not been able to hear pf anything except an 
infinite number of edifices of ruined towns,” and some 
bones and other remains apparently of little import­
ance, which had been taken from excavations on the 
hacienda of Armerfa and Cuyutlan, and which seemed 
to have been destroyed and covered up by volcanic 
eruptions. If this archæologist had found more than 
‘an infinite number’ of ruins, it might possibly have 
occurred to him to describe some of them.8 Nothing 
more is known of Colima antiquities.

At Tonala, probably just across the Colima line 
northward in the state of Jalisco, the report sent in 
reply to the inquiry just spoken of, mentioned a hill 
which seemed to be for the most part artificial, and 
in which excavations revealed walls, galleries, and 
rooms. Similar works were said to be of frequent 
occurrence in that region. In digging for the founda­
tions of the Royal Hospital at Guadalajara, “there 
was found a cavity, or subterranean vault, well 
painted, and several statues, especially one which 
represents an Indian woman in the act of grinding 
corn.” It was hollow, and probably of clay. Near 
Autlan, in the south-west, there were said to exist 
some traces of feet sculptured in the rock, one at the 
ford called Zopilote, and another on the road between 
Autlan and Tepanola. Near Chacala, still further 
south, “there is a tank, and near it a cross well 
carved, and on its foot certain ancient unknown let 
ters, with points in five lines. On it was seen a most 
devoted crucifix. Under it are other lines of char-

8 Soc. Mcx. Ocog., Bolctin, 2da ujkk'ii, tom. iii., p. 277.
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actors with the said points, which seemed Hebrew or 
Syriac.” This information comes from an old author, 
and is a specimen of the absurd reports of the Chris­
tian gospel having been preached at various points in 
these regions, which are still believed to a considera­
ble extent by a certain class of the people of Mexico.9

An author who wrote in 1778 states that between 
(iuadalajara and Sayula, and four leagues north-east 
of the latter town, “there is a causeway of stone and 
earth, about half a league long, across the narrowest 
part of a marsh, or lagoon. There is a tradition that 
the gentiles built it in ancient times. Un most parts of 
its shores this marsh has little heaps of pottery in 
fragments, very wide and thick, and there can still be 
found figures of large vessels, and also foundations and 
traces of small houses of stone. Tradition relates 
that the antiguos of different nations came here to 
make salt, and that they had several bloody tights, 
of which many traces appear in the shape of black 
transparent Hints worked into arrow-points.”10

Mr Lowenstem discovered near Tepatitlan, some 
fifty miles north-east of Guadalajara, a pyramid de­
scribed as somewhat similar to those of Teotifmacan, 
but smaller, its exact dimensions not being given, but 
the height being estimated at from ninety to a hun­
dred and thirty feet. Vit was built in three stories of 
earth, sand, and pebbles, and bore on its summit a 
dome-shaped mound. The pyramid at the base was 
encased with large stones; whether or not they were 
in hewn blocks is not stated, but the stones lying 
about indicated that the whole surface* had originally 
borne a stone facing. The form of the base was 
quadrangular, but time and the cultivation of the 
whole surface as a cornfield, had modified the original 
form and given the structure an octagonal conforma­
tion with not very clearly defined angles. It requires 
additional evidence to prove that this supposed pyra-

9 Gutierrez, in Soe. Mex. G ton., Bolet in, 2<la é|>oca, tom. iii., pp. 277-8(1
10 Rico, in Sue. Mex. GcogBoletin, 2da época, tom. iii., p. 183.
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mid was not a natural hill like Xochicalco with some 
artificial improvement. The hill is called Cerrito de 
Montezuma, the custom of applying this monarch’s 
name to every relic of antiquity being even more 
common in the northern regions than in other parts of 
the country. The author of Cinciimutus' Tntreh, 
mentions a ‘mound’ at Zapotlan, about fifty miles 
east of Guadalajara, which is five hundred feet high. 
He does not expressly state that it is artificial, and a 
gentleman familiar with the locality tells me that it 
is not generally so regarded, having the appearance 
of a natural grass-covered hill.11

In the northern part of the state, in the region of 
Tepic, the Spaniards seem to have found grander tem- 

’ pies, a more elaborate religious system, and a civil­
ization generally somewhat more advanced than in 
most other parts of the north or north-west. Still 
no well-defined architectural monuments are reported 
on good authority in modern times. It is to the 
earlier writers that we must go for accounts of anv 
extensive remains, and such accounts in all cases 
probably refer to the buildings which the Spaniards 
found still in use among the natives; and the old 
writers were ready to seize upon every scrap of ru­
mor in this direction, that they might successfully 
trace the favorite southward course of the Aztecs 
to Amlhuac. Hervas says that “there have been 
found and still exist in Nayarit ruins of edifices 
which by their form seem to be Mexican, and the 
natives sav that the Mexicans built them when they 
were in Nayarit.”12 This was another of the regions 
where some wandering apostle preached the gospel in 
aboriginal times, and the ‘cross of Topic’ was one of the 
celebrated Christian relics. Some wonderful foot prints 
in the stone are also among the reported relics.13 A

11 Loirnutrrn, Mexique, pp. 205-7, *280, 344; Id., in X<turc11rs Annales 
(tes l oi/., 1840, tom. Ixxxvi., pp. 110-20; Id., in Lund. drug. Soc., Jour., 
vol. xi., p. 104; ('incinnatns1 Travels, p. ‘25V.

12 HcrvAs, CaUMogo, tom. i., p. 311.
13 Florencia, Origi n de lus Santuarios, p. 8; Padilla, Cong. N. Galicia, 

MS., pp. 217-19.
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temple of hewn stone, situated on a rocky hill, as­
cended hy a winding road, was found at Xuchipilte- 
petl hy the Spanish explorers in 1841; and Villa- 
Seiior describes a cave where the natives were wont 
to worship the skeleton of an ancient king gaily 
appareled and seated in state upon a throne.14 Fi­
nally Prichard informs us that “near Nayarit are 
seen earthen mounds and trenches.”15

A writer in the Bolotin of the Mexican Geograph­
ical Society describes the temple at Jalisco as it was 
found hy the first Spaniards; and another in the 
Xou relies Annule# des Voyuyes states that the village 
of Jalisco, about a league from Topic, is built on the 
ruins of the ancient city, and that “in making exca­
vations there are found utensils of every kind, weap­
ons and idols of the Mexican divinities.”16 After all, 
the only definite account extant of relics found in 
this part of the state is that by Sr Ixetes. He 
says that the northern hank of the Bio Grande, or 
Tololotlan, contains numerous remains for three or 
four hundred miles, consisting chiefly of stone and 
clay images and pottery, and occurring for the most 
part on the elevated spots out of the reach of inunda­
tions. 'fhe part of this region that has been most 
explored, is the vicinity of Santiago Ixcuintla, twen­
ty-five or thirty miles from the mouth of the river. 
On the slope of a hill four leagues north-west of 
Santiago, at the foot of Lake San Juan, was found a 
crocodile of natural size carved from stone, together 
with several dogs or sphynxes, and some idols, which 
the author deems similar to those of the Egyptians. 
Human remains have been found in connection with 
the other relics, and most of the latter are said to 
have been sent to enrich European collections by rich

14 Acazitli, in Irazbalrcta, Cid. dc Dor., tom. ii., pp. 313-14; Villa- 
Sn'ior y Sanehcz, Thnttro, tom. ii., pp. —70.

S’at. Hint. Man, vol. ii., t>. 515.
lfi tlU, in Sor. Mrs. (levy., liolctin. tom. viii., j>. 490; Trrnaux-Comjnms, 

in Xourrlfrs Annales des Voy.% 184*2, tom. xcv., p. *295; same account in 
Mufras, Exjdor., torn, i , p. 161.
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foreign residents of Topic. The objects consist of 
idols in human and animal forms, axes, and lances, 
the pottery being in many cases brightly colored. 
The cut shows six of the thirty-eight relics pictured

.III III III tULI ^

Relics from Santiago, Jalisco.
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author calls a sphynx. Fig. 4 is an earthen-ware 
mold for stamping designs on cloth or pottery; there 
are several of these represented in the collection. 
Fig. 5 is an earthen jar six inches high, of a material 
nearly as hard as stone. Many of the jars found 
are very similar to those now made and used in the 
same region. Fig. G is an earthen idol four inches 
high. Among the other objects is a Hint lance-liead 
with notches like saw-teetli on the sides.17 Similar 
relics, but of somewhat ruder style and coarser ma­
terial, have been found at a locality called Abreva- 
dero, about eighteen miles south of Santiago towards 
Topic.18 At Bolanos, some distance east from Sant­
iago, on a northern branch of the same river, Lyon 
obtained, by offering rewards to the natives, “three 
very good stone wedges or axes of basalt,” Bones of 
giants were reported at a distance of a day’s journey. 
At the same distance southward “there is said to be 
a cave containing several figures or idols in stone.19

Respecting the antiquities of,,Guanajuato Sr Bus­
tamante states that the only ones in the state are 
some natural caves artificially improved, as "in the 
Verm de San ( iregorio, on the hacienda of Tupataro; 
and some earthen mounds in the plains of Bajio, 
proved to be burial mounds. Under the earth and a 
layer of ashes the skeleton lies with its head covered 
by a little brazier of baked clay, and accompanied by 
arrows, fragments of double-edged knives, obsidian 
fragments, bird-bone necklaces strung on twisted 
bird-gut, smooth stones, some small semi-spheres of 
baked clay with a hole in the centre of each, and a 
few grotesque idols.90

Castillo describes a small human head, brought 
from the mines of Guanajuato, the material of which 
was a “concretion of quartz and chalcedony for the

17 lirtt.», in Aftiseo ATcx.. 2da vnoca, tom. i., pp. 3-6
18 /</., p. 6.
19 Lyons Journal, vol. i., pp. 32*2-3.
80 Bustamante, in Soc. Alex. Grog., Bolet in, tom. i , pp. 56-7.

Vol. IV. 37



578 ANTIQUITIES OF ZACATECAS.

most part, sprinkled with fine grains of gold, and a 
little pyrites, of a whitish color, but partly stained 
red hy the oxide of iron." This head, it seems, was 
claimed by some to be a petrifaction, but the author 
is of a contrary opinion, although he believes there 
is nothing artificial about it except the mouth.11 Fi­
nally Berlandier describes two pyramids near the 
pueblo of Santa Catarina, in the vicinity of the city 
of Guanajuato. They are square at the base, face the 
cardinal points, and are built of pieces of porphyry 
laid in clayey earth. The eastern pyramid is twenty- 
three feet high, thirty-seven feet square at the base, 
with a summit platform fifteen feet square. The cor­
responding dimensions of the western mound are 
eighteen, thirty-seven, and fifteen feet. They are only 
fifteen or twenty feet apart, and are joined by an em­
bankment about five feet high.21

The most important and famous ruins of the whole 
northern region are those known to the world under 
the name of Quemada, in southern Zacatecas. The 
ruins are barely mentioned by the early writers as 
one of the probable stations of the migrating Aztecs ; 
and the modern explorations which have resulted in 
published descriptions were made between 182G and 
1831, although Manuel Gutierrez, parish priest of the 
locality in 1805, wrote a slight account which has 
been recently published.13 Capt. G. F. Lyon visited 
Quemada in 182G, and published a full description, 
illustrated with three small cuts, in his journal.11 

Gov. Garcia of Zacatecas ordered Sr Esparza in 1830 
to explore the ruins. The latter, however, by reason 
of other duties and a fear of snakes, was not able to 
make a personal visit, but obtained a report from IV-

11 Cfutillo, in Id., 2da época, tom. iv., pp. 107-8.
88 lit rlandier and Tkovcl, Diario, p. 25.
23 Sor. Mex. Groq., Ilolrtin, 2<la época, tom. iii., pp. 278-9, preceded l»y 

an account quoted from Torquemadu.
84 Lyon » Journal, vol. i., pp. 2*25-44.

5
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dro Rivera who had made such a visit. The report 
was published in the same year.35

Mr Berghes, a German mining engineer, con­
nected with the famous Veta Grande silver mines, 
made a survey of the ruins in 1831, for Gov. Garcia, 
and from the survey prepared a detailed and pre­
sumably accurate plan of the works, which was after­
wards published by Nebel, and which 1 shall copy in 
this chapter. Mr Burkart, another engineer, was 
the companion of Berghes, and also visited Que- 
mada on several other occasions. His published ac­
count is accompanied by a plan agreeing very well 
with that of Berghes, but containing fewer details.36 
Nebel visited Quemada about the same time.37 His 
plates are two in number, a general view of the ruins 
from the south-west, and an interior view of one of 
the structures, besides Berghes’ plan. His views, 
so far as 1 know, are the only ones ever published.38

The location is about thirty miles southward of 
the capital city of Zacatecas, and six miles north­
ward of Villanueva. The stream on which the 
ruins stand is spoken of by BurkaPt as Rio de 
Villanueva, and by Lyon as the Rio del Partido. 
The name Quemada, ‘burnt,’ is that of a neigh­
boring hacienda, about a league distant towards 
the south-west. I do not know the origin of the 
name as applied to the hacienda, hut there is no evi-

2i Esparza, Informe, pp. 50-8. The same rejxirt also published in 1843, 
in the Masco Mix., tom. i., p. 185, et seq., with some remarks by the 
editor, who saw the ruins in 1831. The article also includes a quotation 
Iroin Frcjcs, Conquista <tc Zacatecas, an attempt to clear up the origin and 
history of the ruined city, and a plate reduced from Nelnd.

8,1 hurkart, Aufcnthalt, tom. ii., pp. 97-105.
2- 1 lajc. His Mexican trip liegan in 1831, Soc. Cfoy., Bulletin, tom. 

xv., No. 95, p. 141, and Hurkart met him in Zacatecas some time before 
1S34.

‘•^Other accounts containing no additional information, and made up, 
except one or two, from the authorities already mentioned: till, in Soc. 
Mix. (Icon., Bolctin, tom. viii., pp. 441-2; Mayers Mex. as it Was, pp. 
240-6; 1(1., Mex., Aztec, etc., vol. ii., pp. 317 23, Lyon’s description and 
NeluTs plate; Id., in Schoolcraft's Arch., vol. vi., p. 581; Bradford*s Amer. 
Antiq., pp. 90-5; Muhlenpfordt, Mcjico., tom. ii., pt ii., p. 492; Wdppaus, 
Qcog. u. Stat., p. 204; Frost's Piet. Hist. Mex., np. 58-66; Id., (ircat Cities, 
pp. 304-12, cuts; Rio, Bcschrcih. eincr alt. Staat., appendix, pp. 70-5.

>
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dence that it has any connection with the ruins. 
The local name of the latter is Los Edificios. The 
only other name which 1 have found applied to the 
place is Tuitlan. Fr Tello, in an unpublished history 
of Nue va Galicia written about 1050, tells us that 
the Spaniards under Capt. Chirinos “found a great 
city in ruins and abandoned ; but it was known to 
have had most sumptuous edifices, with grand streets 
and plazas well arranged, and within a distance of a 
quarter of a league four towers, with causeways of 
stone leading from one to another ; and this city was 
the great Tuitlan, where the Mexican Indians re­
mained many years when they were journeying from 
the north.”39 This ruined city was in the region of 
of the modern town of Jerez, and without much 
doubt was identical with Queinada. Sr Gil applies 
the same name to the ruins. ( )tilers without any 
known authority attempt to identify Quemada with 
Chicoinoztoc, ‘the seven caves’ whence the Aztecs 
set out on their migrations ; or with Amaquemecan, 
the ancient Chichimec capital of the traditions. Gil 
rather extravagantly says, “these ruins are the 
grandest which exist among us after those of I’a- 
lenque; and on examining them, it is seen that they 
were the fruit of a civilization more advanced than 
that which was found in Peru at the time of the 
Incas, or in Mexico at the time of Montezuma.’ 30

The Cerro de los Edificios is a long narrow isolated 
hill, the summit of which forms an irregular broken 
plateau over half a mile in length from north to south, 
and from one hundred to two hundred yards wide, ex­
cept at the northern end, where it widens to about 
five hundred yards. The height of the hill is given 
by Lyon as from two to three hundred feet, but by 
Burk art at eight to nine hundred feet above the level

29 Tello, Frag ment on, in Icazbalceta, Col. de Dor., torn. ii., j>. 311
30 Soc. Mcx. (hog., Boletin, tom. viii., pp. 441-2, 4%; Frcjcs, in Museo 

Mex.t tom. i., pp. 186-1); Lyon's Journal, vul. ip. 243.
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of the plain. In the central part is a cliff rising about 
thirty feet above the rest of the plateau. From the 
brow the hill descends more or less precipitously on 
different sides for about a hundred and fifty feet, and 
then stretches in a gentler slope of from two to four 
hundred yards to the surrounding plain. On the slope 
and skirting the whole circumference of the hill, ex­
cept on the north and north-east, are traces of ancient 
roads crossing each other at different angles, and con­
nected hy cross roads running up the slope with the 
works on the summit, tierghes’ plan of Quemada 
is given on the following page, on which the roads 
spoken of are indicated by the dotted lines marked 
H, H, H, etc. This plan and tiurkart’s plan and de­
scription are the only authorities for the existence of 
the roads running round the hill, Lyon and other vis­
itors speaking only of those that diverge fom it; but 
it is probable that ISerghcs’ survey was more careful 
and thorough than that of the others, and his plan 
should be accepted as good authority, especially as the 
other accounts agree with it so far as they go.ai

< hie of the roads, which turns at a right angle 
round the south-western slope, has traces of having 
liven enclosed or raised by walls whose foundations 
yet remain; and from it at a point near the angle a 
raised causeway ninety three feet wide extends straight 
up the slope north-eastward to the foot of the bluff 
The walls supposed to have raised those south western 
loads are not spoken of by Burkart or shown on his 
plan ; Lyon speaks of certain walls here which he 
considers those of an enclosed area tjf some six acres. 
From a point near the junction/of the road and

11 The explanation of the plan hv the lettermg given in NelsTs work is 
as follows: A i., A i i., A iii., A iv. lYmples and structures connected there­
with; I» Enclosing walls. Walls supporting44«rraces. 1). Pyramids 
in the interior of temples. K. Isolated Pyramids. F. Ruins of dwell­
ings. (i. Stairways. 11. Ancient roads. ,1. Kind of a ‘plaza de annas.’ 
K Fortifications. L. Small stairways leading to the court of the temple. 
M A small altar. N. Ancient foundations. O. Batteries in the form of 
Mat roofs (azotéas). 1*. Modern cross on the summit of the hill. l^. Well. 
R. Large hall with 11 columns to support the roof. S. Two columns. T. 
Rock. 1’. Stream.
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causeway three raised roads, paved with rough stum s 
extend, according to Lyon, in perfectly straight lines 
S. \V„ S. S. W., and S. W. hy S. The first termi­
nates in an artificial mound across the river towards 
the hacienda of Quemada;32 the second extends four

3* Kivera, pp. 56-8, says that the causeway leading toward the hacienda 
runs S. K.
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miles to the Coyote Rancho; and the third is said 
by the natives to terminate at a mountain six miles 
distant. Two similar roads thirteen or fourteen feet 
wide extend from the eastern slope of the hill, one 
of them crossing a stream and terminating at a dis­
tance of two miles in a cuicillo, or heap of stones, 
tiurkart found some evidence that the heap constituted 
the ruins of a regular structure or pyramid; and Ri­
vera locates the cuicillo on the summit of the Sierra 
de Palomas. He also speaks of a road running west 
from the north-western part of the hill to the small 
hills of San Juan, on the Zacatecas road. Of the 
other roads radiating from the hill I have no farther 
information than the fact that they are laid down in 
the plan.33

At all points in the whole circumference where the 
natural condition of the slope is not in itself a suffi­
cient barrier to those seeking access to the summit 
plateau, the brow of the hill is guarded by walls of 
stone, marked B on the plan fcr the northern por­
tions, and indicated generally by the black lines in 
the south. Indeed the northern end of the mesa, 
where the approach is somewhat less precipitous than 
elsewhere, is continuously guarded by such a wall, 
from nine to twelve feet thick and high, enclosing an 
irregular triangular area with sides of about four hun­
dred and fifty yards: this area being divided by 
another wall into two unequal portions.

Tjie most numerous and extensive ruins are on the 
southern portion of the hill, where a larger part of 
the uneven surface is formed into platforms or ter­
races by means of walls of solid masonry. One of 
these supporting walls is double—that is, composed of 
two walls placed in contact side by side, one having 
been completed and plastered before the other was 
begun, the whole structure being twenty-one feet

33 Frejes, in Musto Mex., tom. i., p. 186, «peaks of ‘très calzadas de 
seis varas de aneho que por linens divergentes corren al mediodia algunas 
léguas hasta perderse de vista.’

1
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high and of the same thickness.3* On the platforms 
thus formed are a great number of edifices in different 
degrees of dilapidation. Any attempt on my part to 
describe these edifices in detail from the information 
afforded by the authorities available could not be 
otherwise than confusing and unsatisfactory. There 
is _ ' no ruin in our territory, the verbal descrip­
tion of which would present so great difficulties, even 
if the accounts of the original explorers were per­
fectly comprehensive, as they are not; for perhaps 
mqre than three fourths of the structures shown on 
the plan are not definitely spoken of by any author. 
1 will, however, give'as clear a description as possi­
ble, referring the reader to the plan and to one view 
which I shall copy, the only satisfactory one ever pub­
lished.

Near each end of the wide causeway already men­
tioned are two comparatively small masses of ruins. 
One of them appears to have been a square stone 
building thirty-one feet square at the base and of the 
same height; the others, now completely in ruins, 
may perhaps have been of similar dimensions, so far 
as may be judged by the debris. In the centre of 
the causeway, perhaps at F of the plan, although de­
scribed as nearer the bluff, is a heap of stono over a 
star-shaped border or pavement. On the lower part 
of the mesa, at the extreme southern end and also 
near the head of the causeway, at A iv of the plan, 
is a quadrangular space measuring two hundred by 
two hundred and forty feet,35 and bounded, at least on 
the north and east, by a stone terrace or embankment 
four or five feet high and twenty feet wide, the width 
of which is probably to be included in the dimen-

34 Lyon. According to the Musco Mrx., tom. i., p. 187, it is 5 or Grants 
high and 10 thick.

31 Rurkart gives the dimensions as 104 by 232 Rhenish feet, somewhat 
larger than English feet; Rivera says 35 or 40 varas square. This author 
also noticed on the sloj>e of the hill before reaching the steepest nurt, a py­
ramid alwmt 20 feet high and 11 feet square, now truncated nut appar­
ently pointed in its original condition. This was probably the heap of 
stones mentioned above.

3362
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sions given.36 Mr Burkart states that near the inner 
edge of this terrace is a canal a foot deep and wide, 
covered «with stone flags. On the outer edge of the 
terrace, on the eastern side, stains a wall eight l?et 
thick and eighteen feet high. Lyon thinks 'the
other sides were always open, but Burkart speaks of 
the wall as having originally enclosed tfi%»,square, and 
having been torn down on three sides, whichyseems 
much more probable. At one point on the eastern 
terrace stands a round pillar nineteen feet in circum­
ference and of the same height as the wall, or eighteen 
feet. There are visible traces of nine other similar 
pillars, seemingly indicating the former presence of a 
massive column-supported porticp/

Adjoining this enclosure 91T the east, with only a 
narrow passage intervening, is another, R of the 
plan, measuring according to Burkart’s measure­
ment, which agrees very nearly with that of Ber- 
ghes, one hundred by one hundred and thirty-eight 
feet,37 with walls still perfect, eighteen feet high 
and eight feet thick, in connection with which no 
terraces are mentioned, although Rivera speaks of 
steps on tlie west. Within the walls, twenty-three 
feet from the sides and nineteen and a half from the 
ends, is a line of eleven pillars—Lyon says fourteen, 
and Rivera ten—each seventeen feet in circumference 
and of the same height as the walls. There can be 
little doubt that these columns once sustained a roof. 
Mr Berghes in one of his excavations in 1831 is 
said, by Nebel, to have found an ancient roof sup­
ported by a column, and showing exactly the method 
followed by the builders. The roof was made of 
large flat stones, covered with mortar and supported 
by beams. It is not quite clear how an excavation 
on the hill could show such a room, but there is little

36 Burkart implies that the terrace extends entirely round the square, 
forming a sunken has in 4 or 5 feet deep; and this is probably the case, 
as it agrees with the plan of some other structures on the hill.

37 Lyon says 137 uy 154 feet; Rivera, 50 to GO varas, with walls 8 to 
9 varas high.
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room to doubt that the roof-structure was similar to 
that described. Near this second enclosure—-and 
west of it, as is said, but that would be hardly pos­
sible—Rivera speaks of a circular ruin sixteen and a 
half feet in diameter, with live steps leading up to 
the summit, on which some apartments were still 
traceable.

From the level platform in front of the two main 
structures described, a causeway, beginning with a 
stairway and guarded at the sides by walls for much 
of its length, leads northward up the slope. About 
three hundred yards in this direction, possibly at the 
point marked F on this causeway, is a pyramid in 
perfect preservation, about fifty feet square at the 
base, also fifty feet high, with a flat summit. Near 
tliis is another pyramid, onlystwelve feet square and 
eighteen feet high, but standing on a terrace fifty by 
one hundred feet. Two bowl-shaped circular pits, 
eight feet in diameter, with fragments of pottery and 
traces of fire; a square building ten by eight feet 
on the inside, with walls ten feet high; and a simple 
mound of stones eight feet high, are the miscel­
laneous remains noted in this part of the hill.

The most extensive and complicated ruins are 
found between the steep central height and the west­
ern brow of the hill, where there is a perpendicular 
descent of a hundred and fifty feet. On this central 
height itself there are no ruins, but passing.nearly 
round its base are terraced roads twenty-five feet 
wide, with perpendicular walls only partially artificial. 
Of the extensive group of monuments on the platform 
of the south-western base of the central height, only 
the portion about A ii, of the plan, has been defi­
nitely described, and the description, although clear 
enough in itself, does not altogether agree with the 
plan. Here we have a square enclosure similar to 
the one already described in the south at A iv. Its 
sides are one hundred and fifty feet, bounded by a 
terrace three feet high and twelve feet wide, with
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stops in the centre of each side. Back of the ter­
race on the east, west, and south sides stand walls 
eight or nine feet in thickness and twenty feet high. 
The north side of the square is bounded by the steep 
side of the central cliff, in which steps or seats Aire 
cut in some parts in the solid rock, and in others 
built up with rough stones. In the centre of this 
side, and partially on the terrace, is a truncated pyra­
mid, with a base of thirty-eight by thirtv-tive feet, 
and nineteen feet high, divided into several stories— 
five according to Nebel’s drawing, seven according to 
Lyon’s statement.38

In front of the pyramid, and nearly in the centre 
of the square, stands a kind of altar or small pyra­
mid seven feet square and five feet high. A very 
dear idea of this square is given in the " " g cut 
from Nebel’s drawing. It presents an interior view 
from a point on the southern terrace. The pyramid 
in five stories, the central altar, the eastern terrace 
with its steps, and standing portions of the walls are 
all clearly portrayed. The view, however, disagrees 
very essentially with the plan in representing exten­
sive remains northward from the enclosure on the 
upper slope, where, according to Berghes’ plan, no 
ruins exist. There is an entrance in the centre of the 
eastern wall, another in the western, and two on the 
south. These entrances do not seem to be in the 
form of doorways, but extend, according to the draw­
ing, to the full height of the walls. That on the 
cast is thirty feet wide and leads to an adjoining 
square with sides of two hundred feet and walls still 
perfect. The arrangement of these two adjoining 
squares is much like that of those at A iv in the 
south, but in the northern structures there are no pil­
lars to be seen.

The opening through the western wall leads to the 
entrance to a cave, reported to be of great extent, but

38 Burkart gives the dimensions of the pyramid as 30 feet square and 
30 feet high; and of the altar in front as 6 feet square and 6 feet nigh.

6762
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condition of the passage leading to it—or, as ( iutierrez 
says, because the wind issues constantly from the en­
trance with such force that no one can enter with 
lights. Ihe mouth of the subterranean passage is on

In
te

rio
r o

f L
os

 IM
ili

ui
os

.



RUINS OF QUEMADA. 589

tlio Itrink of the western precipice; the walls were 
plastered, and the top supported hy cedar beams. 
Strangely enough the structure at A iii, so clearly 
defined on the plan, is not described at all. It seems 
to he very similar to the enclosures described. ^

The ruins on the northern part of the plateau are 
similar in character to those in the south, hut fewer 
in number. Among them are square terraced en­
closures like those already mentioned; a pyramid 
with sloping sides, and eighteen feet square at the 
summit; a square building sixteen feet square at 
the base and sixteen feet high ; and two parallel 
stone mounds thirty feet long.

< )ii the lower southern slopes the foundation-stones 
of numerous buildings are found, and many parts of 
the adjoining plain are strewn with stones similar to 
those employed in the construction of the edifices 
above. There is now no water on the hill, hut there 
arc several tolerably perfect tanks, with a well, and 
what seem to he the remains of aqueducts.

'I’he material of which all the works described are 
built is the gray porphyry of this and the neighbor­
ing hills, and Burkart states that the building-stone 
of Los Kditicios was not quarried in the hill on 
which they stand, but brought from another across 
the valley. The nature of the stone permits it to he 
very easily fractured into slabs, and those employed 
in the buildings are of different sizes, but rarely ex­
ceeding two or three inches in thickness and not 
hewn. They are laid in a mortar of reddish clay 
mixed with straw, in which one visitor found a corn- 
husk. The mortar, according to Burkart, is of an 
inferior quality, — although others represent it as very 
good—and on the outer walls and in all exposed situa­
tions is almost entirely washed out. Except''this 
washing-out of the- mortar, time and the elements 
have committed but slight ravages at Quemada, the 
dilapidation of the buildings being due fpr the most 
part to man’s agency, since most of the buildings of
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the neighboring hacienda have been constructed of 
blocks taken from Lus Edificios. L*on found some 
evidence that the walls were originally plastered and 
whitened.

A large circular stone from ten to thirteen feet in 
diameter and from one to three in thickness, according 
to different observers, on the surface of which were 
sculptured representations of a hand and foot, was 
found at the western base of the hill, or as Burkart 
says, at the eastern base. The editor of the Mimv 
Mexicano also speaks of a sculptured turtle bearing 
the figure of a reed, the Aztec ac«tl. No other mis­
cellaneous relics whatever have been found. Nothing 
resembling inscriptions, hieroglyphics, or even archi­
tectural decorations, is found in any part of the ruins. 
Obsidian fragments, arrow and spear heads, knives, 
ornaments, heads and idols of terra cotta and stone, 
pottery whole or in fragments, human remains and 
burial deposits, some or all of which are strewn in so 
great abundance in the vicinity of most other Amer­
ican ruins, are here utterly wanting; or at least the 
only exceptions are a few bits of porphyry somewhat 
resembling arrow-heads, and some small bits of pot­
tery found by Lyon in the circular pit on the summit.

The works which have been described naturally 
imply the existence in this spot at some time in the 
past of a great city of the plain, of which the ( er- 
ro de los Edificios was at once the fortified citadel and 
temple. The paved causeways may be regarded as 
the principal streets of the ancient city, on which the 
habitations of the people were built of perishable 
material, or as constructed for some purely religious 
purpose not now understood. Mr Burkart suggests 
that the land in the vicinity was once swampy, and 
the causeways were raised to ensure a dry road. An 
examination of their foundation should settle that 
point, as a simple pavement of fiat stones on the 
surface of a marsh would not remain permanently in
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place. As simple roads, such structures Avcre hardly 
needed by barefooted or sandaled natives, having no 
carriages or beasts of burden; and it seems most 
reasonable to believe that they had a connection with 
religious rites and processions, serving at the same 
time as main streets of a city.

The ruins of Quemada show but few analogies to 
any of the southern remains, and none whatever to 
any that we shall find further north. As a strongly 
fortified hill, bearing also temples, Quemada bears 
considerable resemblance to Quiotepec in Oajaca; 
and possibly the likeness would be still stronger if a 
plan of the Quiotepec fortifications were extant. 
The massive character, number, and extent of the 
monuments show the builders to have been a power­
ful and in somè respects an advanced people, hardly 
less so, it would seem at first thought, than the peo­
ples of Central America; but the absence of narrow 
buildings covered by arches of overlapping stones, 
and of all decorative sculpture and painting, make 
the contrast very striking. The pyramids, so far as 
they are described, do not differ very materially from 
some in other parts of the country, but the location 
of the pyramids shown in the drawing and plan 
within the enclosed and terraced squares seems 
unique. The pillars recall the roof structures of 
Mitla, but it is quite possible that the pillars at 
Quemada supported balconies instead of roofs; in­
deed, it seems improbable that these large squares 
were ever entirely covered. The walls of Los Kdi- 
fieios are higher as a rule than those of other Ameri­
can ruins, and the absence of windows and regular 
doorways is noticeable. The total want of idols in 
structures so evidently built, at least partially, for 
religious purposes, is also a remarkable feature, as is 
the absence of the usual pottery, implements, and 
weapons. The peculiar structure, several times re­
peated, of two adjoining quadrangular spaces en­
closed, or partially so, by high walls, and one of
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them formed by a low terrace into a kind of square 
basin, containing something like an altar in its cen­
tre, is a feature not elsewhere noted. There can 
hardly he any doubt that these and other portions of 
the Edificios were devoted to religious rites.

While Quemada does not compare as a specimen 
of advanced art with Uxmal and Palenque, and is 
inferior so far as sculpture and decoration are con­
cerned to most other Nahua architectural monu­
ments, it is yet one of the most remarkable of 
American ruins, presenting strong contrasts to all 
the rest, and is well worthy of a more careful exam­
ination than it has ever yet received. Such an 
examination is rendered comparatively easy by the 
accessibility of the locality, and would, I have no 
doubt, be far from unprofitable in an antiquarian 
point of view. Los Edificios, like Copan and Pa­
lenque, have, so far as has yet been ascertained, no 
place in the traditional annals of the country, yet 
they bear no marks of very great antiquity; that is, 
there is more reason to class them with Xochicalco, 
Quiotepec, Monte Alban, and the fortified towns of 
Vera Cruz, than with the cities of Yucatan and 
Chiapas, or even the pyramids of Teotihuacau and 
Cholula.

At San Juan Teul, nearly a hundred miles south­
ward from Quemada, the Spaniards found a grand 
aboriginal temple when they first came to this part of 
the country; and Frejes, an early writer, says, “there 
are ruins of a temple and of dwellings not far from 
the present pueblo.” There is. however, no later 
information respecting this groiqi of remains. At a 
place called Tabasco, about fifty miles from Quemada, 
Esparza mentions the discovery of some stone ifxes. 
No other antiquities have been definitely repotted in 
the state of Zacatecas, although Arlegui tells us that 
the early missionaries were much troubled, and hin­
dered in their work of conversion by the constant
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discovery of idols and temples concealed in the 
mountains.39

I have no record of any relics of antiquity in the 
state of Aguascalientes: San Luis Potosi has hardly 
proved a more fruitful field of archaeological research. 
Mayer gives a cut representing a stone axe from this 
state ; Cabrera reports some ancient tombs, or cuicillos, 
—which he calls cuiztillos; the word being written 
differently by different authors, and as applied to dif­
ferent states—in the suburbs of the citv of San Luis 
Potosi; and according to a newspaper report two idols 
and a sacrificial basin, cut from a concrete sandstone, 
were found in the sierra near the city and brought to 
New Orleans. One of the idols was of life size, had 
two faces and a hole for the insertion of a torch in its 
right hand; the basin was two feet in diameter, and 
held by intertwined serpents.40

In southern Tam au Upas relics are quite abundant 
and of a nature very much the same as that of those 
which have already been described south of the Bio 
Pilnuco, the boundary line between Tamaulipas and 
Vera Cruz. At Encarnacion, in the vicinity of Tam­
pico, Mr Furber reports the stone idol,shown in front 
and profile view in the cut. The sculpture is described 
as rude, and with the idol, three feet high, were dug 
up several implements and utensils.41 Near a small

39 ‘Tiene este pu el do [Toul] por cnWza un cerro al principio eundrndo 
cm no de pen a tajada, y arriha otro verm redondo, y envi ma del pmnero 
hay tanta vapavidad one eaben mande veinte mil indios. . Kn este monte 
est a ha una sala, en (tonde estaha su idolo, que Ilamahan el Teotl. . tiene 
nuts una ]>ila de losas de j un turns de vinco varas de largo v très de audio, 
y mas anvlia de arriha que de ahajo.... Esta pila tiene dos entradas ; la 
una eu la csquina (pie mira al Norte, von vinvo gradas, v la otra que mira 
en esquina al Sur, coil otras vinvo: no lejos de esta pila, vomo dos tiros 
de a realm z, cabin dos montecillos que eran los osarios de los indios que 
yacrilivahan.’ Telia, in Icazbalreta, Col. dr Dor., tom. ii., pi>. 30*2 4 ; Id., 
in Beaumont, Cron. Mcchoacan, MS., p. 300; description of the temple, 
(Id, in Soc. Mex. (Ieog., Boletin, tom. viii., p. 497; mention of ruins, Frrjes, 
in Museo Mrx., tom. i., p. 186; stone axes, Esparza, Informe, p. 7; con­
cealed temples and idols, Arlegui, ChnSn. Zacatecas, j>. 95.

40 Mayer s Mex. as it Was, p. 98; Cabrera, in Soc. Mex. (Ieog., Boletin, 
2da época, tom. iv., p. ‘24; Annual Scien. Dismr., 1850, p. 301.

41 Furber s Twelve Months Volunteer, pp. 387-8.
Vol. IV. ;w
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Idol from Tnmaulipas.

salt lake between Tula and Santa Barbara, Mr Lyon 
found a ruined pyramidal mound of hard earth or 
clay, faced with Hat unhewn stones, with similar 
stones projecting and forming steps leading up the 
slope on one side. This pyramid is thirty paces in 
circumference at the base, and is divided by a terrace 
into two stories, the lower of which is twenty feet 
high, and the upper in its present state ten feet. 
Some stone and terra-cotta images have been taken 
from this mound, and another much smaller but simi­
lar structure is reported to exist somewhere in the 
same vicinity.42

On the Tamissee River, which flows into Tampico 
Bay, traces of ancient towns have been found in two 
localities near the Carmelote Creek. They consist of 
scattered hewn blocks of stone, covered with vegeta­
ble mold and overgrown with immense trees and rank 
vegetation. At one of these localities the remains 
include seventeen large earthen mounds, with traces 
of a layer of mortar at the bottom. In them have 
been found broken pottery, rudely carved images of 
natural size in sandstone, and idols and heads in terra

48 Lyon's Journal, vol. i., pp. 141-2.
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cotta. Mr Norman gives cuts representing two of 
these heads.43

In the south-western part of the state, in the To- 
pila hills, near a creek of the same name, is a large 
group of remains at a locality known as Kancho de 
las Piedras. Mr Norman, who spent a week in their 
examination, is the only authority for these remains, 
and as he was obliged to work alone and unaided, his 
examination was necessarily superficial. Over an area 
several miles square the ground is strewn with hewn 
blocks of stone and fragments of pottery and obsidian. 
Many of the blocks bear decorative sculptured fig­
ures. A female face carved from a block of fine dark 
reddish sandstone, was brought away by Mr Norman 
and presented to the New York Historical Society. 
11 is shown in the cut. The face is of life size, very

Stone Face—Topila Ruins.

symmetrical in its form, and of a Grecian type. 
Another monument sketched by the explorer was a 
stone turtle, six feet long, with a human head. The 
sculpture, especially of the turtle’s shell, is described 
as very tine; the whole rests on a large block of con­
crete sandstone, and is called by the finder the .Amer­
ican Sphynx. This relic was somewhat damaged, but 
the features of the human face seemed of a Caucasian 
rather than a native type.

The Topila ruins include twenty mounds, both cir­
cular and square, from six to twenty-five feet in 
height, built of earth and faced with uniform blocks 
of sandstone, eighteen inches square and six inches 
thick. The facings had for the most part fallen, and

43 Norman's Rambles by Land and Water, pp. 169-70.
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that invariably inward in the smaller mounds, indi­
cating perhaps their original use as tombs. Many of 
the blocks are scattered through the forest in places 
where the mounds had entirely disappeared. Of all 
the mounds only one has any trace of a terrace, and 
in that one it is very faint; and there is no evidence 
that mortar was employed in laying the stones. The 
largest covered about two acres, and bore on its sum­
mit a wild tig-tree one hundred feet high. At its 
base is a circular wall of stone, the top of which is 
even with the surface of the ground—perhaps a well 
—and which is filled with stones and broken pottery. 
Its top is covered with a circular stone four feet and 
nine inches in diameter and seven inches thick, with 
a hole in its centre and some ornamental lines sculp­
tured on its upper surface. Another rgund stone, 
twelve feet in diameter and three feet thick, on the 
front of which is carved a colossal human head, is 
shown in the cut. The author speaks vaguely of

Colossal Head Tonila Kuins.
*

“vast piles of broken and crumbling stones, the ruins 
of dilapidated buildings, which were strewed over a 
vast space;” and his cuts of the relics which 1 have 
copied show in the background, not included in my 
copies, regular walls of hewn stone. Mr Norman re­
gards this group as the remains of a great city, the 
site of which is now covered by a heavy forest. In 
another locality, seven miles further north-west on 
the Topila Creek, and a few miles from the Pdnuco 
River, is another group of circular mounds, one of
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them twenty-five feet high, and the lower portions 
faced with fiat hewn stones. Hewn blocks of various 
forms and sizes are also scattered about the locality, 
but none of them are sculptured.” Lyon tells us 
that “remains of utensils, statues, weapons, and even 
skeletons,” have been often found in digging for the 
foundations of new buildings in the vicinity of Tam­
pico, or Tamaulipas. He made drawings, which he 
did not publish, of two very perfect basalt idols, and 
mentioned also some bone carvings and terra-cotta 
idols found in this region.45 In northern Tamaulipas 
1 find oidy one mention of aboriginal monuments, 
and that at Burrita, about twenty miles east from 
Matamora's, respecting which locality Berlandier says, 
“on a small hill which is seen two or three hundred 
paces from the rancho of Burrita are found in abund­
ance (tÜLthe rancheros say) the bones of ancient 
peoples.”"

Nuevo Leon,/adjoining Tamaulipas on the west, 
is another of the states within whose limits no an­
tiquities have qL>een reported; and in Texas on the 
north almost the same absence of aboriginal remains 
is to be remarked, although one group of rock-in­
scriptions will be noted in a future chapter at Rocky 
Dell creek, in the north-western part of the state 
bordering on New Mexico. In the region bordering 
on the valley known as the Bolson de Mapimi, com­
prising parts of the states of Coahuila, Durango, and 
Chihuahua, the natives at some time in the past seem 
to have deposited their dead in natural caves, and sev­
eral of these burial deposits of great extent have 
been discovered and reported. None of them are 
accurately located by any traveler or writer, nor is it 
possible to tell in which of the three status any one

41 Xorman's Rambles by Land and Water, nn. 121-37.
Lyon's Journal, vol. i., pp. 21, 28, 114. Mention of Tamaulipas nn- 

ti<|uities from Norman ami Lyon, ill Mayer's Mex. Aztec, etc., vol. ii., pp. 
207-V; hi, in Schoolcraft's Arch., vol. vi., p. 581. Newspaper account of 
Some relies of Christianity, in Cronisc's California, p. 30.

46 Berlandier and Thovel, Diario, p. 151.
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of them should he described. As antiquities, how­
ever, these burial caves do not require a long notice. 
The one of which most has been written is that dis­
covered by Juan Flores in 1838. The entrance to 
the cave was at the foot of a hill, and within were 
seated round the walls over a thousand mummies 
“dressed in tine blankets, made of the fibres of lechu- 
guilla, with sandals, made ot a species of liana, on 
their feet, and ornamented with colored scarfs, with 
beads of seeds of fruits, polished bones, &c.,” as Wiz- 
lizenus says. Mtihlenpfordt tells us that Flores to 
find this cave traveled eastward from the Rancho San 
Juan de Casta, which is eighty-six leagues northward 
from Durango. Another traveler heard of several of 
these caves, and that the remains found were of gi­
gantic size. Mayer gives a report that in latitude 
273 28' there are a multitude of caverns excavated 
from solid rock, bearing inscribed figures of animals 
and men, the latter dressed like the ancient Mexi­
cans. Some of them were described by Fr Ivotea as 
fifteen by thirty feet, and identical probably with 
Chicomoztoc, the famous ‘seven caves.’ A writer in 
Silltimin'* Journal, referring perhaps to the same 
cave, extends the number of mummies from a thou­
sand to millions, and speaks of necklaces ol marine 
shells. Mr Wilson locates one of these mummy-de­
posits on the western slope of a high mountain over­
looking the ancient pueblo of Chiricalmi, in Chihua­
hua probably. Several rows of bodies, dried and 
shrunken but not decitVetl, were exposed by an exca­
vation for saltpetre. Each body sewn up in a strong 
well-woven cloth, and covered again with sewn palm- 
leaves, lay on its back on two sticks, with knees 
drawn up to chin, and feet toward the mouth of the 
cavern. The cave was a hundred feet in circumfer­
ence and thirty or forty feet high, and the bottom for 
a depth of twenty feet, at least, was composed of al­
ternate layers of bodies, and of earth and pebbles. 
The preservation is thought to be attributable to the

I
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dryness of the air and the presence of saltpetre. 
Farts of the mummies, of the wrapping-cloths, hone 
heads and beads of blue stone, with parts of a belt 
and tassels, were presented to the California Academy 
of Natural Sciences in July, 18G4. Sr Avila de­
scribes two of these caves situated in the vicinity of 
San Lorenzo, a^out thirty-five leagues west of Par­
ras, in Coahuila. One had to be entered from the 
top by means of ropes, and the other had some of its 
rocks artificially' cut and painted. In both of these 
deposits bones were found instead of mummies, hut 
they were as in the other cases wrapped in cloth and 
gaily decked with beads, sticks, and tassels. Hair 
was found on some of the heads, and a white hand 
was noticed frequently painted on the walls. Padre 
Alegre speaks of the existence of caves in this region, 
with human remains, and painted characters on the 
cliffs. Respecting the latter, Padre Ribas says “the 
cliffs of that hill and of the caves were marked with 
characters and a kind of letters, formed with blood, 
and in some places so high that nobody but the devil 
could have put them there, and so permanent that 
neither the rains nor winds had erased or diminished 
them.”47

Besides the burial caves, the only account 1 find 
of any antiquities'in the state of Coahuila, is con­
tained in the following quotation, of rather doubtful 
authenticity, perhaps, respecting some remains on the 
hacienda of San Martero, about twenty-six miles 
from Monclova. “The spot bears every appearance 
of having once been a populous city. Stone founda­
tions arc to he seen, covering many acres, hummer-

47 Wizlizenus' Tour, pn. 00 70. This author says the bodies are sup­
posed to belong to the Lipans. Muhlcnpfordt, Mejico, tom. ii., pt ii., p. 
51S; Scccrn's Journal, vol. xxx., p. 38; Mayer's }lex. as it 11 as, pp. 23V- 
40; Id., Mex. Aztec, etc., vol. ii., p. 333; Sillimnn s Jour., vol xxxvi., p. 
200; l'al. Arad. Nat. Sciences, vol. iii., pp. 100-1 ; Par. Monthly, vol. xi., 
p 783; Nouvelles Annales des Voy., 183V, tom. lxxxi., pp. 120-7; Lem- 
prUrt's Notes in Mex., p. 135; A vila, in Album Mex., tom. i., up. 405-8; 
Alegre, Hist. Comp, dc Jesus, tom. i.^ p. 418; III bas, Hist, de los Trivrn- 
phos, p. 085.
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able columns and walls rise up in every direction, 
composed of both limestone and sandstone. The col­
umns are built in a variety of shapes, some round, 
others square, and bear every imprint of the work of 
human hands.... For miles in the vicinity, the basin 
is covered with broken pottery of burnt clay, fantas­
tically painted and ornamented with a variety of in­
explicable designs.’’48

In Durango, besides the sepulchral deposits al­
luded to, Ribas in his standard and very rare work 
on the ‘triumphs of the faith’ in the northern regions, 
mentions the existence of idols, columns, and the 
ruins of habitations at Zape, in the central part of 
the state; and Larios tells us that in the vicinity 
of the church which was being lmilt in his time, 
there were found at every step burial vases, con­
taining ashes and human bones, stones of various 
colors, and, most wonderful of all, statues or images 
of men and animals, one resembling a priest.49 At 
San Agustin, between the city of Durango and San 
Juan del Rio, Arlegui notes the existence of some 
bones of giants. The good padre did not relv in 
making his statement on mere reports, but saw 
with his own eyes a jaw-tooth which measured over 
eight inches square, and belonged to a jaw which 
must, according to his calculations, have measured 
nine feet and a half in the semicircle.60 In the vul­
canic region extending south-eastward from the city 
of Durango, known as La Hrefia, there are large 
numbers of very curious natural caves, the bottoms 
ot which are covered with a thick layer of tine dust, 
containing much saltpetre. In this dust, Sr José 
Fernando Ramirez discovered various antiquarian 
relics, which he deposited in the National Museum 
of Mexico. The only one specially mentioned was a

48 Donna van"'8 Advrn., j>p. 30-1. |
49 l.arias, in Alrtfrr, Hist. Comp, dr Jesus, tom. ii., pp. 54-5; 11 ihas. 

Hist dr /its Tnvmphos, p. 583; Orozco y lirrra, (Jcoyrafia, p. 318.
1,0 Arlvtjui, C/trdn. Zacatecas, pp. G, 07.
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very small stone turtle, not over half an inch in di­
ameter, very perfectly carved from a hard material. 
The region of La tirefia has always been a land of 
mystery popularly supposed to contain immense con­
cealed treasure, the localities of the deposits being 
marked by small heaps of stones which occurred 
frequently in out-of-the-way places not covered by 
the torrent of lava. Most of these stone heaps, per­
haps altars or burial places of the ancient inhabitants, 
have been destroyed by the treasure-seekers, always 
without yielding the sought-for deposits of gold or 
silver. The only other relics of aboriginal times in 
La Breiia are certain small cup-shaped excavations 
in the living rock, supposed to have been used 
originally for offerings to the deities worshiped by 
the natives.61

I find no record of any ancient monuments in 
Sinaloa, and across the gulf in the state of Lower 
California, with the exception of some idols, said to 
have been brought to the priests by the natives they 
were attempting to convert, and a smooth stone about 
six feet long, bearing a kind of coat of arms and 
some inscribed characters,63 the only accounts of an­
tiquities relate to cave and cliff paintings and inscrip­
tions, which have never been copied, and concerning 
which consequently not much can he said. ( 'lavigero 
says that the Jesuits found, between latitude 27° and 
2S3, “several great caves excavated in living rock, 
and painted with figures of men and women decently 
clad, and of several kinds of animals. These pic­
tures, though rude, represented distinctly the objects, 
flic colors employed in them were obtained, as may 
he plainly seen, from the mineral earths which are 
found about the volcano of Yirgenes.” The paintings 
were not the work of the natives found in possession

II Ilamircz, Xoticias Hist. <fr Durango, pp. P> 0; Id., in Soc. Mcx. Gcog., 
huh tin, turn v., pp. 10-11.

Doc. Hist. Mix., hvriv iv., tom. v., pp ‘213, ‘2f>l.
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of the country, at least so the Spaniards decided, and 
it was considered remarkable that they had remained 
through so many centuries fresh and uninjured hy 
time, 'flic colors were yellow, red, green, and black, 
and many designs were placed so high on cliffs that 
it seemed necessary to some of the missionaries to 
suppose the agency of the giants that were in ‘those 
days.’ Indeed, giants’ hones were found on the 
peninsula, as in all other parts of the country, and 
the natives are said to have had a tradition that (lie 
paintings were the work of giants who came from 
the north. Clavigero mentions one cave whose walls 
and roof formed an arch resting on the floor. It was 
about fifteen hy eighty feet, and the pictures on its 
walls represented men and woman dressed like Mexi­
cans, hut barefooted. The men had their arms raised 
and spread apart, and one woman wore her hair loose 
and flowing down her hack, and also had a plume. 
Some animals were noted both native and foreign. 
One author says they bore no resemblance to Mexi­
can paintings. A series of red hands are reported on 
a cliff near Santiago mission in the south, and also, 
towards the sea, some painted fishes, hows, arrows, 
and obscure characters. A rock-inscription near 
Purmo, thirty leagues from Santiago, seemed to the 
Spanish observer to contain ( lothic, Hebrew, and 
Chaldean letters. From all that is known of the 
Lower California rock-paintings and inscriptions, 
there is no reason to suppose that they differ much 
from, or at least are superior to, those in the New 
Mexican region, of which we shall find so many speci­
mens in the next chapter. It is not improbable that 
these ruder inscriptions and pictures exist in the 
southern country already passed over, to a much 
greater extent than appears in the preceding pages, 
hut have remained comparatively unnoticed hy trav 
elers in search of more wonderful or perfect relies of 
antiquity.63

53 Clarigcro, Storia della Cal., tom. i., pp. 107-9; Doc. Hist. Mex., svrie
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Only one nionnnient is known in Sonora, and that 
only through newspaper reports. It is known as the 
( erro de las Trincheras, and is situated about fifty 
miles south-east of Altar. An isolated conical hill 
has a spring of water on its summit, also some heaps 
ol loose stones. The sides of the cerro are encircled 
hy fifty or sixty walls of rough stones ; each about 
nine feet high and from three to six feet thick, occur­
ring at irregular intervals of fifty to a hundred feet. 
Mach wall, except that at the hase of the hill, has a 
gateway, Imt these entrances occur alternately on op­
posite sides of the hill, so that to reach the summit 
an enemy would have to fpght his way about twenty- 
fivc times round the circumference. < hie writer tells 
us that La*; Trincheras were; first found probably 
by the Spaniards—in lfif>0; according to another, the 
natives' say that the fortifications existed in their 
present state long before the Spaniards came ; and 
finally Sr C. M. (bilan, ex-governor of Sinaloa and 
Lower California, a gentleman well acquainted with 
all the north-western region, informs me that there is 
much doubt among the inhabitants of the locality 
whether the walls have not been built since the Span­
ish Conquest. Sonora also furnished its quota of 
giants bones.M

There are three or four localities in the state of 
Chihuahua where miscellaneous remains are vaguely 
mentioned in addition to the burial eaves already re­
ferred to in the extreme south-east. Hardy reports 
a cave near the presidio of San Buenaventura, from 
which saltpetre is taken for the manufacture of pow­
der, and in which some arrows have been found, with 
some curious shoes intended for the hoot of an ani­
mal, arranged to lie tied on heel m front, with a 
view of misleading pursuers. The cave is very large,
iv., tom. v , jiji. ‘213, ‘2.71; Taylor, in Cal. Farmer, Dec. ‘21, 18GU, Nov. ‘22, 
ISOI, ,l;m. 10, 18(52; Hesperian, vol. iii., p. 530.

A Sun Francisco Eecninrj liullctin, .July 1(5, 1 SO 4 ; Cal. I armer. Mart'll 
20, 18(53, April 4, 18(52; I)oc. His/. Mcx.} aerie iii., tom. iv., pp. (52(5 7.
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and the natives have a tradition of a subterranean 
passage leading northward to the Casas Grandes, 
over twenty miles.55 Lamherg mentions the exist­
ence of some remains at Corralitos, and announces 
his intention to explore them.6” Garcia fonde says 
that ancient works are found at various points in the 
state, specifying, however, only one of them, which 
consists of a spiral parapet wall encircling the sides 
of a hill from top to bottom, near the canon of 15a- 
cliimba.67

One celebrated group of ruins remains to be de: 
scribed in this chapter—the Casas Grandes of north­
ern Chihuahua. These ruins are situated on the 
Casas Grandes River,—which, flowing northward, 
empties into a lake near the United States boundary,— 
about midway between the towns of Janos and Ga- 
leana, and one hundred and fifty miles north-west of 
the city of Chihuahua. They are frequently men­
tioned by the early writers as a probable station of 
the migrating Aztecs, but these early accounts are 
more than usually inaccurate in this case. Robert­
son found in a manuscript work a mention of the 
Casas Grandes as “the remains of a paltry building 
of turf and stone, plastered over with white earth or 
lime.”58 Arlegui, in his Chronica, speaks of them as 
“grand edifices all of stone well-hewn and polished 
from time immemorial.” So nicely joined were the 
blocks of stone that they seemed to have been ‘born 
so,’ without the slightest trace of mortar; but the 
author adds that they might have been joined with 
the juice of some herbs or roots.59 Clavigero, who 
claims to have derived his information from parties 
who had visited the ruins,—since the hostile attitude

^ Hardy a Trav., p. 407.
56 Lambrry, in Sac. Mcx. Gray., Bolt-tin, tom. iii., p. 25.
17 Garcia Coude, Knsayo sobre Chihuahua, p. 74.
18 Robertson s Hist. Amer., vol. i , p. 2(>V.
19 A rlcym, Chrdn. Zacatecas, pp. 104-5. Same in Padilla, Cony. X. 

Galicia, MS., pp. 484 5.
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of the Apaches at the time of his own residence in 
the country made a visit impracticable—was the first 
to give any definite idea of these monuments, al­
though he also falls into several errors, lie says: 
“This place is known by the name of Casas Grandes 
on account of a vast edifice still standing, which ac­
cording to the universal tradition of the people was 
built by the Mexicans in their pilgrimage. This edi­
fice is constructed according to the plan of those in 
New Mexico, that is composed of three stories and a 
terrace above them, without doors in the lower story. 
The entrance to the edifice is in the second story; 
so that a ladder is required.”60

Sr Eseudero examined the ruins in 1810, and de­
scribes them as “a group of rooms built with mud 
walls, exactly oriented according to the four cardinal 
points. The blocks of earth are of unequal size, hut 
placed with symmetry, and the perfection with which 
they have lasted during a period which cannot he less 
than three hundred years shows great skill in the art 
of building. It is seen that the edifice had three 
stories and a roof, with exterior stairways probably of 
wood. The same class of construction is found still 
in all the independent Indian towns of Moqui, north- 
cast from the state of Chihuahua. Most of the rooms 
arc very small with doors so small and narrow that 
they seem like the cells of a prison."61 A writer in 
the Album Mexicans, who visited the Casas Grandes 
in 1842, wrote a description which is far superior to 
anything that preceded it.63 Mr Hardy visited the 
place, hut his account affords very little information;63 

and Mr Wizlizenus gives a brief description evidently 
drawn from some of the earlier authorities and con-

on Claeiycro, Storm Ant. del Messieo, tom. i., p. 159; lleredia y Sarmi- 
t'iifn, Sermon, pp. 89-90.

tl Eseudero, X o'iritis Estad. del Estndo de. Chihuahua, pp. 234—5; re- 
pratnl in (larcin Coude, Ensayo sobre Chihuahua, p. 74; Orozco y Berra, 
(ient/rafia, pp. 110 11.

6* Album. Mex., tom. i., pp. 374-5.
63 1 lardy's Tear., pp. 405-0.
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sequently faulty.64 Finally Mr Bartlett explored the 
locality in 1851, and his description illustrated with 
cuts is by far the most satisfactory extant. From his 
account and that in the Album, most of the following 
information is derived.05

The ruined casas are about half a mile from the 
modern Mexican town of the same name, located in a 
finely chosen site, commanding a broad view over the 
fertile valley of the Casas Cramies or San Miguel 
river, which valley—or at least the river bottom is 
here two miles wide. This bottom is bounded by a 
plateau about twenty-five feet higher, and the ruins 
are found partly on the bottom and partly on the 
more sterile plateau above. They consist of walls, 
generally fallen and crumbled into heaps of rubbish, 
but at some points, as at the corners and where sup­
ported by partition walls, still standing to a height of 
from five to thirty feet above the heaps of debris, and 
some of them as high as fifty feet, if reckoned from 
the level of the ground. The cuts on this and the

Casas ( i ramies Chihuahua.

opposite pages represent views of the ruins from three 
different standpoints, as sketched by Mr Bartlett.

WhlizniHs Tour, j»j». 50-4>0.
f" llur/li ff's /‘ns. .Vnr., vol. ii., j»j». 547-V>4. Other compiled arruiini< 

may hr found in Mni/n-'s Mr. A:/n\ etc., vol. ii., p. 550; Annin, hns //
M> x , pp. 2(>0-70; .MolHinnsm, Tnychnc/i, pp. 5 12-1 .'1 ; Mn/i/<

Mrjico, tom. ii.. pt ii., j*. 525; Tlni/nnnt, Mrxikn, p. 547; lionlinys Ih ’. 
Researches, pp. 282-5; )\’a/i/nius, / innf. n. Sfaf., p 2HI; U’i//snn's An>- 
His/., p. 501; Gordon's Ancient Mix., vol. i., p. 105; Gregory's Hist. M> x., 
p. 71.
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Casas Grandes—Chihuahua.

The material of the walls is sun-dried blocks of 
mud and graved, about twenty-two undies thick, and 
of irregular length, generally about three feet, prob­
ably formed and diied in situ. Of this material and 
method of construction more details will be given in 
tlie following chapter on the New Mexican region, 
where the buildings are of a similar nature. The 
walls are in some parts five feet thick, but were so 
much damaged at the time of Mr Bartlett’s visit 
that nothing could be ascertained, at least without 
excavation, respecting their finish on either surface. 
Idle author of the account in the A/butit states that 
the plaster which covers the blocks is of powdered 
stone, but this may be doubted. There is no doubt, 
however, that they were plastered on both inte­
rior and exterior, with a composition much like that
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of which the blocks were made; Escudevo found 
some portions of the plaster still in place, hut does 
not state what was its composition. The remains of 
the main structure, which was rectangular in its plan, 
extend over an area measuring about eight hundred 
feet from north to south, and two hundred and fifty 
from cast to west.68 Within this area are three great 
heaps of ruined walls, but low connecting lines of 
debris indicate that all formed one edifice, or were at 
least connected by corridors. On the south the wall, 
or the heaps indicating its existence, is continuous 
and regular; of the northern side nothing is said; 
but on the east and west the walls are very irregular, 
with many angles and projections.

The ground plan of the whole structure could not 
be made out, at least in the limited time at Mr Bart­
lett’s disposal. He found, however, one row of apart­
ments whose plan is shown in the cut. Each of the

r j T J L J

C! round Plan—Casas (1 ramies.

six shown is ten by twenty feet, and the small struct­
ure in the corner of each is a pen rather than a room, 
being only three or four feet high. In the Album, 
the usual dimensions of the rooms are given as about 
twelve and a half by sixteen and a half feet; one 
very perfect room, however, being a little over four 
feet square. Bartlett found many rooms altogether 
too small for sleeping apartments, some of great size, 
whose dimensions are not given, and several en­
closures too large to have been covered by a root, 
doubtless enclosed courtyards. One portion of stand­
ing wall in the interior had a doorway narrower at

66 Although the dimensions in the Album are given as 414 by 1380 feet, 
probably including some structures reckoned by Bartlett as detached.



CASAS UKANDKS. 009

the top than at the bottom, and two circular openings 
nr windows above it. The explorer of 1842 speaks 
of doorways long, square, and round, some of them 
being walled up at the bottom so as to form windows.

Not a fragment of wood or stone remained in 1851 ; 
nor could any holes in the walls be found which 
seemed to have held the original floor-timbers; and 
consequently there was no way of determining the 
number of stories. In 1842, however, a piece of rot­
ten wood was found, over a window as it seems; and 
the people in the vicinity said they had found many 
beams. No traces of any stairway was, however, 
visible. No doubt the earlier accounts spoke of 
wooden stairways, or ladders, because such means of 
entrance were commonly used in similar and more 
modern buildings in New Mexico; later writers con­
verted the conjectures of the first visitors into actual 
fact; hence the galleries of wood and exterior stair­
ways spoken of by Wizlizenus and others.

It Is difficult to determine where the idea orig­
inated that the structure had three stories; for the 
walls still standing in places to a height of fifty feet, 
notwithstanding the wear of three centuries at least, 
would certainly indicate six or seven stories rather 
than three. These high walls are always in the in­
terior, and the outer walls are in no part of a suffi­
cient height to indicate more than one story. The 
general idea of the structure in its original condition, 
formed from the descriptions and views, is that of an 
immense central pile—similar to some of the Pueblo 
towns of New Mexico, and particularly that of Taos, 
of which a cut will be given in the following chapter 
—rising to a height of six or seven stories, and sur­
rounded by lower houses built about several court­
yards, and presenting on the exterior a rectangular 
form. Notwithstanding the imperfect exploration of 
this ruin and its advanced state of " , the
reader of the following chapter will not fail to un-

Vol. IV. 39

759238



610 ANTIQUITIES OF CHIHUAHUA.

derstand clearly what this Casa Grande was like 
when still inhabited ; for there is no doubt that this 
building was used for a dwelling as well as for 
other purposes, and this may be regarded as the 
first instance in the northward progress of our in­
vestigation where any remains of authentic aboriginal 
dwellings have been met.

About one hundred and fifty yards west of the 
main building and somewhat higher on the plateau, 
are seen the foundations of another structure of simi­
lar nature and material, indicating a line of small 
apartments built round an interior court, according 
to the ground plan shown in the cut, the whole form*

HH

Ground Plan—Casas Grandes.

ing a square with sides of about one hundred and 
fifty feet. There are some other heaps in the vicin­
ity which may very likely represent buildings, of 
whose original forms, however, they convey no idea, 
besides some remains of what seemed to Mr Bartlett 
to be very evidently those of modern Spanish build­
ings. Between the two buildings described there are 
three mounds or heaps of loose stones each about fif­
teen feet high, which have not been opened. Escu- 
dero, followed by Garcia Conde, states that through­
out an extent of twenty leagues in length and ten 
leagues in width in the valleys of the Casas Grandes 
and Janos, mounds are found in great numbers—over 
two thousand, as estimated in the Album—and that 
such as have been opened have furnished painted put-
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tery, metates, stone axes, and other utensils. One 
visitor thought that one of the mounds presented 
great regularity in its form and had a summit plat­
form.

Escudero and Hardy report the existence of an 
aqueduct or canal which formerly brought water from 
a spring to the town. The following cut shows

Pottery from Casas Grandes.

specimens of broken pottery found in connection 
with the ruins. The ornamentation is in black, 
red, or brown, on a white or reddish ground. The 
material is said to be superior in texture to any 
manufactured in later times by the natives of this
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region. The whole valley for miles around is strewn 
with such fragments. Unbroken specimens of pot­
tery are not abundant, as is naturally the case in a 
country traversed continually by roving bands of na­
tives to whom it is easier to pick up or dig out 
earthen utensils than to manufacture or buy them. 
Three specimens were however found by Mr Bartlett, 
and are shown in the cut. Mr Hardy also sketched

Pottery from Casas Grandes.

a vase very similar to the first figure of the cut, and 
he speaks of “good specimens of earthen images in 
the Egyptian style, which are, to me at least, so per­
fectly uninteresting, that I was at no pains to procure 
any of them.” According to the Alburn, some idols 
had been found by the inhabitants among other relics, 
and the women claimed to have discovered a monu­
ment of antiquity which was of practical utility to 
themselves, as well as of interest to archæologists— 
namely, a jar filled with bear’s grease! The pipe 
shown in the cut, has a suspiciously modern look,

Pipe from Casas Grandes.

although included in Bartlett’s plate of Chihualman 
antiquities.
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The inhabitants pointed out to Bartlett, on the top 
of a high mountain, some ten miles sont It» west of 
the ruins described, what they said was a stone fort­
ress of two or three stories. Escudero describes this 
monument, which he locates at a distance of only 
two leagues, as a watch-tower or sentry-station on 
the top of a high cliff; arm says that the southern 
slope of the hill has many lines of stones at irregular 
intervals, with heaps of loose stones at their ex­
tremities. This is probably, in the absence of more 
definite information the more credible account. The 
Album represents this monument as a fortress built 
of great stones very perfectly joined, though without 
the aid of mortar. The wall is said to be eighteen 
or t wenty feet thick, and a road cut in the rock leads 
to the summit. At this time, 1842, the works were 
being destroyed for the stone they contained. Clavi- 
gcro speaks of the hill works as “a fortress defended 
on one side by a high mountain, and on other sides 
by a wall about seven feet thick, the foundations of 
which yet remain. There are seen in this fortress 
stones as large as millstones; the beams of the roofs 
are of pine, and well worked. In the centre of the 
vast edifice is a mound, built as it seems, for the 
purpose of keeping guard and watching the enemy.” 
Clavigero evidently confounds " s of
ruins, and from his error, and a v hers;
come the accounts which represent the Casas Grandes 
as built of stone. He mentions obsidian mirrors 
among the relics dug up here, probably witlymt any 
authority. The cut from Bartlett shows a stone 
mutate found amonj' the ruins.

Metatc from Casas Grandes.

So far as any conclusions or comparisons suggested

A
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by this Chihuahuan ruin are concerned, they may 
best be deferred to the end of the following chapter. 
The Casas Grandes, and the ruins of the northern or 
New Mexican group, should be classed together. 
They were the work of the same people, at about the 
same epoch.



CHAPTER XL

ANTIQUITIES OF ARIZONA AND NEW MEXICO.

Area enclosed by the Gila, Rio Grande del Norte, and Colo­
rado—A Land oe Mystery—Wonderful Reports and Adven­
tures of Missionaries, Soldiers, Hunters, Miners, and Li­
onel rs — Exploration—Railroad Surveys—Classification of 
Remains—Monuments of the Gila Valley—Boulder-Inscrip­
tions —The Casa Grande of Arizona —Early Accounts and 
Modern Exploration — Adobe Buildings—View and Plans— 
Miscellaneous remains, Aceoi ias, and Pottery Other Ruins 
on the Gii.a—Valley of the Rio Salado—Rio Verde Pueblo 
Creek—Upper Gila—Tributaries of the Colorado—Rock-In­
scriptions, Bill Williams Fork Ruined Cities of the Colo­
rado Ciihiuito—Rio Puerco I.ithodendron Creek Navarro 
Spring- Zu$i Valley—Arch Spring -ZuSi Ojo del Pkscado— 
Inscription Rock -Rio San Juan -Ruins of the Ciielly and 
Chaco Canons —Valley of the Rio Grande —Pueblo Towns, 
Inhabited and in Ruins—The Moult Towns—The Seven Cities 
of CIbola—Résumé, Comparisons, and Conclusions.

Crossing the boundary line between the northern 
and southern republics, and entering the territory of 
the Pacific United States, I shall present in the 
]iresent chapter all that is known of antiquities in 
Arizona and New Mexico. An area approximating 
somewhat the form of a right-angle triangle, xvith a 
base of four hundred miles and a perpendicular of 
three hundred, includes all the remains in this region. 
The valley of the Rio Gila, with those of its tribu­
tary streams, is. the southern boundary, or base,

(615)
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stretching along the thirty-third parallel of latitude; 
the Rio («ramie del Norte, flowing southward be­
tween the one hundred and sixth and one hundred 
and seventh meridians, forms with its valley the east­
ern limit or perpendicular ; while on the north and 
west the region is hounded by the Rio ( dlorado as a 
hypothenuse, albeit a very winding one. The latter 
river might, however, he straightened, thus improv­
ing materially the geometrical symmetry of my tri­
angle, without interfering much with ancient remains, 
as will he seen when the relics ot the Colorado sec­
tion arc described.

The face of the country is made up of fertile val­
leys, precipitous canons, rugged mountains, and desert 
table-lands, the latter predominating and constituting 
a very large portion of the area. Arizona and New 
Mexico since first they became known to the outside 
world, have always had, as tliev still have, more or 
less of the mysterious connected with them. Here 
have been located lor over three hundred years the 
wonderful peoples, marvelous cities, extensive ruins, 
mines of untold wealth, unparalleled natural phenom­
ena, savages of the most bloodthirsty and merciless 
character, and other marvels, that from the narratives 
of adventurers and missionaries have found their wav 
into romance and historv. This was in a certain 
sense the last American stronghold of the mysterious 
as connected with the aborigines, where the native 
races yet dispute the progress of a foreign civilization.

And the wondrous tales of this border land between 
civilization and savagism, alwavs exaggerated, had 
nevertheless much foundation in fact. The Pueblo 
tribes of New Mexico and the Moquis of Arizona are 
a wonderful people when we consider the Mali of sav 
agism which envelopes them ; their towns of many- 
storied structures are better foundations than usually 
exist for travelers’ tales of magnificent cities ; ruins 
are abundant, showing that the pueblo nations were

0435
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in tin1 ]i:ist move; numerous, powerful, and cultured, 
than Europeans have found them ; rich mines are now 
worked, and yet richer ones are awaiting develop­
ment ; few greater natural curiosities have been seen 
in America than the cation of tin; Colorado, with per­
pendicular sides in some places a mile in height ; and 
the Apaches are yet on the war-path, making a trip 
through the country much more dangerous now than 
at the time when the Spaniards first visited it.

Although a large part of these states is still in the 
possession of the natives, and no official or scientific 
commission has made explorations which were espe­
cially directed to its antiquarian treasures, yet the 
labors of the priest, hunter, immigrant, Indian tighter, 
railroad surveyor, and prospector, have left few vat 
levs, hills, or canons, mountain passes or desert plains 
unvisited. While it is not probable that all even of 
the more important ruins have been seen, or described, 
we may feel very sure, here as in Yucatan, from the 
uniformity of such monuments as have been brought 
to light, that no very important developments remain 
to be made respecting the character, or type, of the 
New Mexican remains.

This country was first visited by the Spaniards in 
the middle of the sixteenth century. The part 
known to them as New Mexico, and to which their 
efforts as conquistadores and missionaries were par­
ticularly directed, was the valley of the ltio ( iramie 
and its tributary streams, but the whole district was 
frequently crossed and recrossed by the pad tvs down 
to the latter part of the seventeenth century. lie- 
ports of large cities and powerful nations far in the 
north reached Mexico through the natives as early as 
I TniO; ( ’abeza de Yaca, ship-wrecked on the coast of 
the Mexican gulf, wandered through the central re­
gions, including New Mexico, in 1535; roused by the 
ship-wrecked soldier’s tide, Kr Marco de Niza pene­
trated at least into Arizona from Sinaloa in 1539,

I
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and was followed by Vasquez de Coronado, who 
reached the Pueblo towns on the Rio Grande in 1540; 
Antonio de Espejo followed the course of the great 
river northward to the Pueblos in 1583, and in 1505 
New Mexico was brought altogether under Spanish 
rule by Juan de Ouate. In 1(180 the natives threw 
off the yoke by revolt, but were again subdued fifteen 
years later, and the Spaniards retained the power, 
though not always without difficulty until 1848, when 
the territory came into the possession of the United 
States. The archives of the missions are said to have 
been for the most part destroyed in the revolt of 
1G80, and consequently their history previous to that 
date is only known in outline; since 1G80 the annals 
are tolerably clear and complete. The diaries of the 
Spanish pioneers have been, most of them, preserved 
in one form or another, and show that the authors 
visited many of the ruins that have attracted the 
attention of later explorers, and also that they found 
many of the towns inhabited that now exist only as 
ruins. Their accurate accounts of towns still stand­
ing and inhabited attest, moreover, their general 
veracity as explorers.

It is, however, to the explorations undertaken 
under the authority of the United States govern­
ment, for the purpose of surveying a practicable 
route for an interoceanic railroad, and also to estab­
lish a boundary line between American and Mexican 
territory, that we owe nearly all our accurate de­
scriptions of the ancient monuments of this group. 
These exploring parties, as well as the military expe­
ditions during the war with Mexico, were accompa­
nied by scientific men and artists, whose observations 
were made public in their official reports, together 
with illustrative plates. They generally followed the 
course of the larger rivers, but the ruins discovered 
by them show a remarkable similarity one to another, 
and consequently the reports of trappers and guides 
respecting remains of similar type on the smaller
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streams, may be generally accepted as worthy of 
more implicit confidence than can generally be ac­
corded to such reports.

In this division of Pacific States antiquities, which 
may be spoken of as the New Mexican group, we 
shall find, 1st, the remains of ancient stone and adobe 
buildings in all stages of disintegration, from stand­
ing walls with roofs and floors to shapeless heaps of 
débris or simple lines of foundation-stones; 2d, anom­
alous structures of stone or earth, the purpose of 
which, either by reason of their advanced state of 
ruin or of the slight attention given them by travel­
ers, is not apparent; 3d, traces of aboriginal agricul­
ture in the shape of acequias and zanjas, or irrigating 
canals and ditches; 4th, pottery, always in fragments; 
5th, implements and ornaments of stone and shell, not 
numerous; and Gth, painted or engraved figures on 
clifis, boulders, and the sides of natural caverns.

About the mouth of the Colorado there are no 
authentic remains of aboriginal work dating back be­
yond the coming of the Spaniards, although Mr 
Bartlett found just below the mouth of the Gila 
traces of cultivation, which seemed to him, judging 
from the growth of trees that covered them, not to 
be the work of the present tribes in the vicinity. I 
find also an absurd newspaper report—and no part of 
the Pacific States has been more prolific of such re­
ports than that now under consideration—of a won­
derful ruined city of hewn stone somewhere about the 
head of the. Gulf of California. This city included 
numerous dwellings, circular walls of granite, sculp­
tured hieroglyphics, and seven great pyramids, not 
unlike the famous Central American cities of Palen- 
ipie and Copan. Some rude figures scratched or 
painted on the surface of a boulder, seen by a traveler, 
have been proved by experience to be ample foundation 
for such a rumor.1

Ascending the lvif> Gila eastward from its junction
1 Cal., Past, Pres, and Future, p. 145.
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with the Colorado, for some two hundred miles we 
find nothing that van he classed with ancient monu­
ments except natural heaps of large Ladders at two 
points, the flat sides of which are “covered with rude 
figures of men, animals, and other objects of grotesque 
forms, all peeked in with a sharp instrument.” The 
accompanying cut shows some of these Ladder-sculp­
tures as they were sketched by Bartlett in 18à“.

: mm

BouMcr-SculpturcH on the (iila.

Some of them seemed of recent origin, while many 
were much defaced by exposure, and apparently of 
great age. The newer carvings in some cases extend 
over the older ones, and manv are found on the under 
side of the rocks, where they must have been ex­
ecuted before they fell to their present position. The
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locality of the sculptured rocks is shown on the map ; 
the first is about fifty miles east of Fort N uma, 
and the second twenty miles west of the big bend of 
the ( Jila, both on the south bank. Two additional 
incised figures are given in the following cut from 
Froebel’s sketches, since the author thinks that Bart­
lett may have selected his specimens with a view to 
strengthen his theory that the figures are not hiero­
glyphics with a definite meaning.2

IIHil • III HIm
Boulder-Sculptures ou the Gila.

Between the Pima villages and the junction of 
the San Pedro with the ( 1 ila, stands the most fa­
mous ruin of the whole region—the < asa Grande, 
or Casa de Montezuma, which it is safe to say has 
been mentioned by every writer on American an­
tiquity. ( oronado during his trip from Culiacan to 
the ‘seven cities' in 1540, visited a building called 
( 'hichiltiealc, or ‘ red house,’ which is supposed with 
much reason to have been the Casa Grande. I he 
only account of Coronado’s trip which gives any de­
scription of the building is that of Castaneda, who 
says, “Chichilticale of which so much had been said 
| probably by the guides or natives] proved to be a 
house m ruins and without a root ; which seemed, 
however, to have been fortified. It was clear that

î Bartlett's Z'.r.v. Xar., vol ii., pp. 105. 20f>; Fnirlirl, A 11.1 Ai/irr., Inin, 
ii,, ]). -MS, h/., Crut. Amer., pp. 519-24; JCmury» Ueconiwiuaiice, pp. 82, 
S9-91, with plate.
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this house, built of red earth, was the work of civ­
ilized people who had come from far away.” “A 
house which had long been inhabited by a people who 
came from Cibola. The earth in this country is red. 
The house was large; it seemed to have served as a 
fortress.”3

Father Kino heard of the ruin while visiting the 
northern missions of Sonora in the early part of 161)4. 
He was at first incredulous, but the information hav­
ing been confirmed by other reports of the natives' 
he visited the Casa Grande later in the same year, 
and said mass within its walls. Since Kino was nut 
accompanied at the time by Padre Mange, bis secre­
tary, who usually kept the diary of his expeditions, 
no definite account resulted from this first visit.4

In 1607, however, Padre Kino revisited the place, 
in company this time with Mange, who in his diary 
of the trip wrote what may be regarded as the first 
definite description.8

3 Castaneda, in Ternaux-Compans, Voy., série i., tom. ix., pp. 40-1, 101- 
2. Two other accounts of the trip were written one hy .loan «Inraniillo, 
which may he fourni in the same volume of Tcrnaux-t 'ompaiis’ work ; and 
the second by Coronado himself, an Italian translation of which appeared 
in liamusio, Nariyationi, tom. iii., fol. 3.VJ, ct seq., and an Fnglish trans­
lation in Hakluyt's \oy., vol. iii., p. 37*1, et seq. For an abstract of tin- 
trip and discussion about the location of the route, see (lallatin, in Ann r. 
Em no. Soc., Transact., vol. ii.; Si/nier, in American He rien' for Novem­
ber, 1848; Whipple, et al., in Par. It. It. liepts., vol. iii.; and Simpson, in 
Smithsonian He pi., 18ÔV, p. 30V, et seq. The last is the best artic le- on tin- 
subject, and is accompanied by a map. All the accounts mention tl e 
fact that the expedition passed through Chichiltiealc, but only the (un­
quoted describes the building.

4 ‘Lo apuntb (-ii embrion por no halier ido yo â este descuhrimento.'* 
Manyc, in hoc. Hist. M>.r., série i\., tom. i., pp. 2ÜV, 203, 3(>2 4.

5 In hoc. Hist. Mcx., série iv., tom. i., pp. 282-3. Mange's description 
is as follows: ‘ One of them is a large edifice, the principal room in tin- 
centre being four stories high, and those adjoining it on its four sides, three 
stories; with walls two varas thick, of strong aryamasa y Imrro (that is, 
the material of which adobes are made] so smooth on the inside tliât they 
resemble planed boards, and so polished that they shine like Fuehla pot­
tery. The corners of the windows, which are square, are very straight and 
without supports or crosspieces of wood, as if made with a mold; the 
doors'are the same, though, narrow, and by this it is known to be the work 
of Indians; it is 3(‘> paces long by 21 wide, and is well built. At tin-dis­
tance of an arquehuse-shot are seen twelve other buildings half fallen, also 
with thick walls; and all the roofs burned out except one low room, which 
has round beams apparently of cedar, or sabino, small and smooth, and 
over them otates (reçus) of equal size, and a layer of hard mud and mortar, 
forming a very curious roof or Hour. In the vicinity are seen many other
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Padre Jacobo Scdelmair visited the Casa Grande 
in 1744, hut in his narrative he copies Mange’s ac­
count. He went further, however, and discovered 
other ruins.6

Lieut C. M. Bernal seems to have been military 
commandant in Kino’s expedition, and lie also de­
scribes the ruin in his report.7 Padres Garces and 
Font made a journey in 1775-6, under ('apt. Anza, 
to the Gila and Colorado valleys, and thence to the 
missions of Alta California and the Moqui towns. 
Both mention the ruin in their diaries, the latter 
giving quite a full account. I know not if Padre 
Font’s diary has ever been printed, but I have in my 
collection an English manuscript translation from the 
original in the archives at Guadalajara,—perhaps the 
same copy from which Mr Bartlett made the extracts 
which he printed in his work.6 Font’s plan is not
ruins and stories, and heaps of rubbish which cover the ground for two 
leagues; with much broken pottery, plates, and alias of fine clay painted 
in various colors and resembling the (iuadalajara jHittery of New Spain; 
hence it is inferred that the city was very large and the work of a civilized 
people under a government. This is verified by a canal which runs from 
the river over the plain, encircling the settlement, which is in the centre, 
three leagues in circumference, ten varus wide and four deep, carrying per­
haps half the river, and thus serving as a defensive ditch as well as to sup­
ply water for the houses aipl to irrigate the surrounding field*.

6 Scilchuuir, llcluc tun j in hoc. /list. Mrx., série iii., tom. iv., p. 847. 
Orozco y Berra, (Icoyrafib, pp. 108-10, takes this description from Sedel- 
mair’s MS. in the Mexican archives, as being written by one who was ‘al­
most the discoverer,’ but it is a literal cony of Mange’s diary. Mange’s 
diary, so far as it relates to the Vasa ( 1 ramie, is translated in S'hoolcrnjt's 
Arch., vol. iii., p. 801 ; and liortlctt's Vers. Xitr., vol. ii., pp. -S1-2.

7 ‘ V vitnos toda la vivienda del editieio <jue es muy grande de «plat ro altos, 
ouadradas las paredes y muy gruesas como de dos va ras de ancho del dicho 
harm bianco, y auinjiie est os jentiles lo bail quemado distintas \eces, se ven 
los ijiiatro altos, cou huenas salas, aposentos y vent anas curiosumcntc cmhur- 
radas por dentro y fuera de mancra (pie estan las paredes encaladas y lisas 
cou un harm algo Colorado, las puertas muy parejas. Tamhieii hay ininc- 
diatas por fuera once casas algo menores fabricadas con la propia curiosidad 
de la grande y altas. . . . y en largo distrito se ve mucha losa uuebraday pin 
tada; tamhien se vé una sequin maestra de die/, varas de audio y quatre de 
alto, y un bordo muy grueso lie» ho de la misma tierra que va a la casa por 
un llano.’ licrnal, in hoc. Hist. Mer., série iii . tom. iv., p. 80 4.

* l'ailre Variés says, ‘on this river is situated the house which they 
call Moctezuma’s, and many other ruins of other edifices with very many 
fragments of pottery both painted and plain. From what 1 afterwards saw 
of the Moqui, I have formed a very dinerent idea from that which I before 
entertained respecting these buildings,’ referring to Fad re Font for more 
details, hoc. Hist. Mer., série ii., tom. i , p. ‘24*2. Font’s account is sub­
stantially as follows;—' We carefully examined this edifice and its ruins;
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given with the translation, hut in Beaumont’s Croul­
ât dr Mivhomai), a very important work never pub­
lished, of which 1 have a copy made from the original 
for the Mexican Imperial Library of Maximilian, I 
find a description of the Casa (Irande, which appears 
to have been quoted literally from Font’s diary, and 
which also contains the ground plan of the ruined 
edifice. I shall notice hereafter its variations from 
the plan which 1 shall copy.9 A brief account was

the echnographical plan of which 1 here lay down [The plan does not ac­
company the translation, hut I have the same plan in another MS. which 
1 shall presently mention] and the better to understand it I give the follow­
ing description and explanation. | Here follows an account of the building 
of the Casa, by the Aztecs when the Devil led them through these regions 
on their way to Anahuac). The site on which this house is built is Hat mi 
all sides and at the distance of about one league from the river ( lila, and the 
ruins of the houses which composed the town extend more than a league 
towards the Hast and the Cardinal points; and all this land is partially cov­
ered with pieces of pots, jugs, plates, Xe., some common and others painted 
of different colours, white, blue, red,' \e., very different from the work of 
the Fimas. A careful measurement made with a lance snowed that 'the 
house forms an oblong square, facing exactly the four Cardinal points. . 
and round about it there are ruins indicating a fence or wall which sur­
rounded the house and other buildings, particularly in the corners, where 
it appears that there has been some edifice like an inferior castle or watch- 
tower, for in the angle which faces towards the S. W. there stands a ruin with 
its divisions and an upper story. The exterior place ( plaza) extends from N. 
to S. 120 feet and from H. to \\ . 200 feet. The interior of the house con­
sists of live halls, the three middle ones being of one size and the two ex­
treme ones longer.’ The three middle ones are 20 by 10 feet, and the 
others 3S by 12 foot, and all 11 feet high. The inner doors are of equal 
size, two by five feet, the outer ones being of double width. The inner w alls 
are four feet thick and well plastered, and the outer walls six feet thick. 
The house is 70 by f>() feet, the walls sloping somewhat on the outside.
‘ lie fore the Custom doorway, separate from the house there is another 
building,’ 2(1 by IS feet, ‘without counting the thickness of the walk 
The timber, it appears, was of pine, and the nearest mountain hearing 
pine is at the distance of 25 leagues; it likew ise bears some mezquitc. All 
the building is of earth, and according to ap|K*arances the walls are built in 
boxes [ moldes ) of different sizes. A trench leads from the river at a 
great distance, by which the town was supplied w ith water; it is now nearly 
buried up. Finally, it is perceptible that the Kdilieo had three stories, and 
if it be true what the Indians say it had 4, the last being a kind of sub 
terranean vault. For the purpose of giving light to the rooms, nothing is 
seen but the doors and some round holes in the middle of the walls which 
face to the Fast and West, and the Indians said that the Prince whom the) 
call the “ hitter man’v used to salute the sun through these holes (which are 
pretty large) at its rising and setting. No signs of stairs remain, and we 
therefore suppose that they must have been of wood, and that they wee 
destroyed when the building was burnt by the Apaches.* Font's Jonnm/, 
MS., pp 8-10; also quoted in Hurtlrtt's Prrs. N<tr., vol. ii., pp. 278-SO; 
also french translation in Trrnaux-Compans, Voy., série i., turn, ix , pp 
383-0.

y Ikon mont, Cron. Mcchudcan, MS., pp. 504-8. See an abridged ae-
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given in the l'iiilo K usa i/o, written about I7G1, and 
by Velarde in 11is notice of the I’imeria, written 
probably toward the close of the eighteenth century ; 
but neither of these descriptions contained any ad­
ditional information, having been made up probably 
from the preceding.10

Finally thé Casa Grande has been visited, sketched, 
and described by Emory and Johnston, connected 
with Ccn. Kearny’s military expedition to California 
in 184G ; by Bartlett with the Mexican Boundary 
Commission in 1852; and by Boss Browne in 18Gb.11

The descriptions of different writers do not differ 
very materially one from another, Bartlett’s among 
the later, and Font’s of the earlier accounts being the 
most complete. From all the authorities I make up 
the following description, although the extracts which 

1 have already given include nearly all that can he 
said on the subject. The Casa Grande stands about 
two miles and a half south of the bank of the Gila;
cunt from the sumo source in Pndilla, Conq. ,V. Galicia, MS., p. 1*25; 
Arricieita, ('rouira Serafiea, pp. 402-3.

10 Sonora, Undo U nsa i/o, pp. 18-3; same also in J)oc. Hist. Mex., série
iii., tom. iv., pp. 1 ’darde, Deserip. dr la Pinicna, in Dor. llist.
M>\série iv., tom. i., pp. 302-3. This author speaks of ‘algunas pureties 
tie un gran estampa*, heeho a inano tie cal y canto.' Similar account in 
Al' t/rr, Hist. ( 'omp. dr Jesus, tom. ii., pp. 211-12.

11 Emory's U' eonnotssanre, pp. 81-3; Johnston's Journal, in Id., pp. 
r»*>7 —4><M); Rroieue's Aparhr Country, pp. 1 1 1-24; Ilartlrtt's Prrs. Xar., 
vol. ii., pp. 271-84. Other authorities, containing, 1 believe, no original 
information, are as follows: Humboldt, Essai Pol., pp. 237-8; Paid in n's 
A ne. Anar . p. 82; Mofras, E.c/dor. , tom. ii., p. 301; (londra, in Present f. 
Hist. Co/aj. Me.c., tom. iii., p. 13; Mayers M< e. Aztec, etc., vol. ii., j». 33b, 
with cut ; Id., (fhserrn fions, p. 15; Id., Mex. as it Jl’o.v, p. 233; Brasseur 
dr Pm urban nj. Hist. A at. Cie., tom. ii., p. 137 ; Conifer's Mc.r. Hunt., vol.
ii . pp. bS-3; Husehmann, Spuren drr Azfeh. Spr., p. 237; Cuffs' Conq. of 
Co!., pp. lSb-S; Domrnreh's Deserts, vol. i., pp. 381-4; Mollha usrn, I aye- 
l"i' li, pp. 303-14; Lafond. Voyayes, torn i.. p. 135; I.arenaudo re, Mex. et 
Cunt., p. 12; Lony's A nu r. and 11 /., pp. 180-1; Malte-Itrun, Perns Ue la 
d' "</., tom. vi., pn. 453; Mill's Hist. Mc.r., pp. 132-3; Mony/arr, Resume, 
p 175; Muhlenpfonlt, Mejieo, tom. ii., pt ii., pp. 435-0; Muller. A nirrikn-
iii ahc H, rehyioyrn, p. 5.32; Gallatin, in A ourdies Annales des 1 7/y , 1851, 
t"in exxxi., pp/284-b, 2b 1 ; Frorbrl, Ans Amer., loin, ii., pp. 451-2; Gor­
don's llist. ami Geoy. Mcm., pp. 8b-7; Id., Ancient Mrx., vol. i., p. 104; 
Slnie/As ('al. J/rrap-Hook, p. bb3; Robinson's Cal., pp. 3.3-4; Velasco, in 
X"-’. M<\r. (irai)., liofetin, torn. xi., p. 3b; Th umine/, Mexiko, p. .347 ; De- 
Terri/, L'Europe et L'Amer., pp. 238-3; Ruxton, in Xou relies Annales des 
Vu/., 1850, tom. exxvi., pp. 40, 4b, 52; San Francisco Chronicle, ,lan. 15, 
1875; Schoolcraft's Arch., vol. iii., pp. 233-300; Jluyhes' Doniphan's Ex., p. 
213.

\Vol. IV. 4 0



—that is all the early writers call the distance about 
a league; Bartlett and Emory say nothing of the dis­
tance, and Ross Browne says it is half an hour’s ride. 
The Cila valley in this region is a level bottom of 
varying width, with nearly perpendicular! banks of 
earth. Opposite the ruin the bottom is about*a mile 
wide on the southern barlk of the river, and the ruin 
itself stands on the raised plateau beyond, surrounded 
by a thick growth of mesquite with an occasional %. 
pitahaya. The height and nature of the ascent from 
the bottom to the plateau at this particular point are 
not stated; but from the fact that acequias are re­
ported leading from the river to the buildings, it would 
seem that the ascent must l>e very slight and gradual.

The appearance of the ruins in 18G3 is shown in 
the cut as sketched by Ross Browne. Other sketches 
by Bartlett, Emory, and Johnston, agree very well 
with the one given, but none of them indicate the 
jwresence of the mesquite forest mentioned in Mr' 
Bartlett’s text. The material of the buildings is 
adobe,12 that is, the ordinary mud of the locality mixed 
with gravel. Most writers say nothing of its color, 
although Bernal in 1697 prohoiinded it ‘white clay,’ 
and Johnston also says it is white, probably with an 
admixture of lime, which, as he states, is abundant in 
the vicinity. Mr Hutton, a civil engineer well ac­
quainted with the ruins, assured Mr Simpson that the 
surrounding earth is of a reddish color, although by 
reason of the pebbles the*Casa has a whitish ap­
pearance in certain reflections. This matter of color 
is of no great importance except to prove the iden­
tity of the building with Castanedas Chichilticale. 
which he expressly states to have been built of red

11 Adobe» are nroperly sun-dried bricks without any particular reference 
to the exact quality or proportions of the inuredients, many varieties of 
earth or clay being employed, acccording to the locality and the nature of 
the structure, with or without a mixture of straw or fiebhlcs. But adotie 
is a very convenient word to indicate the material itself without reference 
to the form and size of its blocks or the exact nature of its ingredients; and 
such a use of the word seems allowable.

I
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earth.13 The material instead of being formed into 
small rectangular or brick-shaped blocks, as is cus­
tomary in all Spanish American countries to this day, 
seems in this aboriginal structure to have been molded 
—perhaps by means of wooden boxes—and dried 
where it was to remain in the walls, in blocks of 
varying size, but generally four feet long by two feet 
in width and thickness. The outer surface of the 
walls was plastered with the same material which 
constituted the blocks, and the inner walls were hard- 
finished with a finer composition of the same nature, 
which in many parts has retained its smooth and 
even polished surface. Adobe is a very durable bùild- 
ing-material, so long as a little attention is given to 
repairs, but it is really wonderful that the walls of 
the Casa Grande have resisted, uncared for, the rav­
ages of time and the elements for over three hun­
dred years of known age, and of certainly a century 
—perhaps much more—of pre-Spanish existence.

The buildings that still have upright walls are 
three in number, and in the largest of these both the 
exterior and interior walls are so nearly perfect as to 
show accurately not only the original form and size, 
but the division of the interior into apartments. Its 
dimensions on the ground are fifty feet from north to 
south, by forty feet from east to west. The outer 
wall is about five feet thick at the base, diminishing 
slightly towards the top, ir^a curved line on the exte­
rior, but perpendicular on the inside.14 The interior 
is divided by partition walls, slightly thinner than 
the others, into five apartments, as shown in the ac­
companying ground plan taken from Bartlett. Font’s 
plan given by Beaumont agrees with this, except that 
additional doors are represented at the points marked

13 Smithsonian Rrpt., 1869, p. 326; Castatileda, in Temaux-Compans, 
Voy., série i., tom. ix., np. 41, 161-2.

14 36 bv 21 paces, Mange, in I)oe. Hist. Mex., série iv., tom. i., p. 283; 
70 by 60 feet, outer walls 6 feet thick, inner 4 feet, FonCs Journal, MS., 
ftp. 8-9; walls between 4 ami 5 feet thick, Bartlett's Vers* Nar., vol. ii., 
p. 272; 60 feet square, Emoiy's Reconnaissance, p. 81.
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with a dot, and no doorway is indicated at «. The 
three central rooms are each aliout eight by fourteen 
feet, and the others ten by thirty-two feet, as nearly 
as may be estimated from Bartlett’s plan and the 
statements of other writers.15 The doors in the 
centre of each façade are three feet wide and five feet 
high, and somewhat narrower at the top than at the 
bottom, except that on the western front, which is 
two by seven or eight feet. There are some small 
windows, both square and circular in the outer and 
inner walls. The following' cut shows an elevation of 
the side and end, also from Bartlett,16

Elevations of the Casa Grande.

Remains of floor timbers show that the main walls 
were three stories high, or, as the lower rooms are 
represented by Font as about ten English feet high, 
about thirty feet in height ; while the central portion

11 Central rooms, 20 by 10 feet; the others 38 by 12 feet, fonts Journal,
MS., p. 9. 'v

16 It will lie noticed that although Mr Bartlett speaks of an entrance in 
the centre of each «de, his plan shows none in the south. ‘II n’existe point 
de portes au rez-de-chaussée.’ Mofras, Kxplor., torn, ii., p. 361.
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is eight or ten feet—probably one story—higher. 
Mr Bartlett judged from the mass of dtlhris within 
that the main building had originally four stories; 
but as the earliest visitors speak of three and four 
stories—some referring to the central, others appar­
ently to the outer portions—there would seem to be 
no satisfactory evidence that the building was over 
forty feet high, although it is possible that the outer 
and inner walls were originally of the same height. 
Respecting the arrangement of apartments in the 
upper stories, there is of course no means of judging, 
all the Hoors having fallen. There may, however, 
have been additional partition walls resting on the 
floors, and these may have helped to make up the 
debris noticed by Mr Bartlett. The floors were evi­
dently supported by round timbers four or five inches 
in diameter, inserted in the walls and stretching 
across the rootns at regular intervals. The holes 
where the beams were placed, and in many cases the 
ends of the beams themselves are still visible. At 
the time of Padre Kino’s visit one floor in an a ” -
ing ruin was still perfect, and was formed by cross­
sticks placed upon the round floor-timbers and cov­
ered with a thick cake of mud, or adobe.17 No marks 
of any cutting instrument were noticed by any visitor 
except Mr Browne, who says “the ends show very 
plainly marks of the blunt instrument with which 
they were cut—-probably a stone hatchet.”18 The 
timbers, of cedar, or sabino, show by their charred 
ends that the interior was ruined by tire; and John­
ston found other evidences that the walls had been 
exposed to great heat.19 Nothing seems more natural 
than that the building should have been burned by 
some band of Apaches. No traces of stairways have 
been found even by the earliest visitors; so that the 
original means of communication with the upper

17 Mange, Itinerario, in Doe. Hitt. Mex., nérie iv., tom. L, pp. 282-3.
18 lirownc's Ajmche Country, p. 118.
19 Johnston, in Emory's Reconnoissance, p. 598.

79
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stories may be reasonably supposed to have been 
wooden ladders, still used by the Pueblo natives in 
buildings not very uidike what this must originally 
have been. Mr Bartlett and also Johnston found and 
sketched some rude figures painted in ml lines on 
the smooth wall of one apartment, but which had 
disappeared at the time of Mr Browne’s visit.

The descriptions of successive explorers show clearly 
the gradually increasing effects of time and the ele­
ments on this ruin; from Browne’s sketch it would 
seem that the walls, undermined at the base by the 
yearly rains, as is always the case with neglected 
adobe structures, must soon fall ; although I learned 
from a band of Arizona natives who visited San 
Francisco in 1873 that the Casa was still standing. 
When the adolie walls have once fallen, they will 
require but one or two seasons to crumble and be­
come reduced to a shapeless mound of mud and 
gravel ; as has lieen the case with most of the eleven 
other buildings reported here by the first comers, and 
the existence of which there is no reason to doubt.

Of the additional casjis seen by Kino and others no 
particular description was given, save that Font de­
scribes one of them as measuring twenty-six by 
eighteen feet on the ground. Only two of them show 
any remains of standing walls, one on the south-west 
and the other on the north-east of the Casa Grande. 
The standing portions of the former seemed to indi­
cate a structure similar in plan to the chief edifice, 
although much smaller; the latter is of still smaller 
dimensions and its remains convey no idea of its orig­
inal form. “In every direction,” says Mr Bartlett, 
“as far as the eye can reach, are seen heaps of ruined 
edifices, with no portions of their walls standing," and 
Mange, Kino, and Font observed also shapeless heaps 
covering the plain for a distance of two leagues.

Father Font found “ruins indicating a fence or 
wall which surrounded the house and other buildings,’’ 
mentioning a ruin in the south-west angle which had
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divisions and an upper story. This corner structure 
may be the same that has been mentioned as standing ' 
south-west of the Casa Grande, and Font very likely 
mistook the heaps of fallen houses for the remains of 
a wall, since no such wall was seen by Kino and 
Mange. The dimensions of this supposed wall, four 
hundred and twenty feet from north to south, and 
two hundred and sixty feet from east to west, were 
erroneously applied by Arricivita and Humboldt, fol­
lowed by others, to the Casa Grande itself, an error 
which has given a very exaggerated idea of the size 
of that edifice.*

Traces of acequias are mentioned by all as occurring 
frequently in the vicinity, especially in the Gila bot­
tom between the ruins and the Pima villages. No 
plan or accurate description of these irrigating works 
has been given. Probably tht^y were simple shallow 
ditches in the ground, still trateable at some points. 
Mange descriltes the main caimv as twenty-seven feet 
wide, ten feet deep, capable of carrying half the 
water of the Gila, and extending from the river for a 
circuit of three leagues round the ruins. Considering 
the general conformation of the bottom and plateau 
in this part of the Gila valley, it seems impossible 
that a canal ten, or even twenty, feet deep could have 
reached the level of the river, or that so grand an 
acequia should have escaped the notice of later ex­
plorers.

The miscellaneous remains near tl^e Casa Grande, 
besides the mounds formed by fallen houses, the irri­
gating ditches, and the fragments of pottery strewn 
over the adjacent country in the greatest profusion, 
are two in number. The first is a circular embank 
ment, three hundred feet in "circumference, situated 
about six hundred feet north-west from the chief ruin. 
Its height and material are not stated, but it is un­
doubtedly of the surrounding earth. Johnston con-

V " Arricivita, Crbnica Strdfica, pp. 462-3; Humboldt, Estai Pol., tom. i.,
X p. 297.
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siders it n filled-up well ; while Bartlett pronounces 
the circle a simple corral, or enclosure for stock, al­
though of course it couhf not have been built in 
aboriginal times for such a purpose. The second 
monument is only a few yards north of the circle, and 
is described by Johnston, the only one who mentions 
its existence, as a terrace measuring al>out three 
hundred by two hundred feet and five feet high. 
Resting on the terrace is a pyramid only eight feet 
high, but having a summit platform seventy-five feet 
square, affording from the top a broad view up and 
down the valley. A more complete survey of this 
pyramid would bo very desirable, not that tàere is 
any reason to question Mr Johnston’s reliability as 
an explorer, but because, as will lie seen, this mound, 
if it lie not like the rest, formed by fallen adobe walls, 
together with the circular embankment, present a 
marked contrast to all other monuments of the New 
Mexican group."

Sedelniair and Velarde speak rather vaguely of a 
reservoir, or tank, six leagues southward of the (lila, 
which was one hundred and ten by one hundred and 
sixty-five feet, with walls of adolie ‘or of masonry.’”

A few miles further up the river, westward from 
the Casa tlrande, and on the opposite or northern 
side Padre Kino’s party saw a ruined edifice, and 
three men were sent across to examine it. They 
found some walls over three feet thick still standing, 
and other heaps of ruins in the vicinity showing that 
a large town had once stood on the site. Emory 
found there only a “pile of broken pottery and found­
ation stones of the black basalt, making a mound about

H JnJniston, in Emory'g Rreontioissancr, y ftflfl.
M 4 Htthiu tuuihien hoim leguan (tintante tie I rio hAciu eliSur, un algivc 

de agua hevlio A inano man <|ue cuadrado d puralelo, grande dc nenenta 
varan de largo y ruarenta dc audio; hum tiordon parecian pa reden 6 pretil 
do argamana deal y canto, HCgun to fwerte y duro del material, y |>or huh 
cuatro Angulo* tiene huh imertan por Hondo ho conduce y ne recoge el agua 
llovcdiza.’ Sedelmair, Relation, in Doe. Hist. Mrs., aéne iii., tom. iv., p. 
84M. 4 Sc ven algunan pareden de un gran c*tanque, hecho A mano dc cal
y canto, y una accquia dc Ioh niinmon ntatcrialc*.' Velarde, in /</., ndrie
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ten feet” high.33 Still farther west, near the Pima 
villages, Johnston found another circular enclosure, 
and also what he calls a mound, ninety by a hundred 
and fifty feet, and six feet high, having a low terrace 
of sixty by three hundred feet on the eastern side, all 
covered with loose basaltic rocks, dirt, and pottery. 
I consider it not impossible that this mound was 
formed by the walls of a building whirh assumed a 
symmetrical shape in falling.34 Sedelmair speaks of 
a group of ruins on the southern bank of the river, 
twelve leagues below the Casa Grande; but no later 
writer mentions such remains.38

The principal tributary of the Gila from the north 
is the liio Salado, or Salinas, the mouth of which is 
below the Casa Grande, and into which, near its 
mouth, Hows the Rio Verde, or San Francisco. The 
Spaniards seem not to have ascended these streams, 
or at least not to have discovered any ruins in their 
valleys. The guides, however, reported to the mis­
sionaries the existence of ruins on the Rio Verde, in 
the north, similar to those on the Gila.36 Sedelmair 
also discovered in 1744, the ruins of a large edifice 
and several smaller ones in the space between the 
Gila and Salado.37 Velarde speaks of ruined build­
ings of three stories at .the junction of the rivers 
Salado and Gila, and other remains at the junction 
of the Salado and Verde.38

° 1 Paredes muy allas y ,hnclius de mas de una vara, de un género de 
liarro bianco limy ruertc, cuadrada, y muv grande.’ Bernal, in Doc. Hist. 
.Ur/., série iii., turn, iv., p. 804. ‘ Paredes de dos varus de grueso, come un
castillo y otras A sus contornos, per» todo de filhricu antigua.’ Mange, Itinc- 
rario, in Id., série iv., tom. i., p. 282; Sonora, Undo Ensago, p. 19; Eiiwri/'s 
Reeonnoieennee, p. 83. Whipple, in 1‘ac. H. X. Kept., vol. iii., p. 73, speaks 
of a circular depression in tile earth at this point.

*4 Johnston, in Einorg's Reconnaissance, p. 600.
u Sedelmair, Kelacion, in Doc. Hist. Mcx., série iii., tom. iv., p. 847. 

There is no foundation whatever lor the statement of Mofras that in this 
region ‘en faisant des fouilles on trouve encore des idoles, des poteries, des 
armes, et des miroirs en pierre poli nommés itzli.’ Explor., torn, ii., p. 361.

* Velarde, in Doc. Hist. Mac., série iv., torn, i., p 363.
27 Sedtlmair, Relacion, in Doc. Hist. Mex., série iii., torn. iv. p. 847.
88 Velarde, in Doc. Hist. Mex., série iv., tom. i., pp. 348, 363. ‘De otros 

edificios de mas extencion, a rte y simetria, lie oido referir al Padre Ygnacio
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A guide reported to Emory a casa in the Salado 
valley, complete except the floors and roof, of large 
dimensions, with glazed walls, and the imprint of a 
naked foot in the adobe.” One of four stone axes 
shown in a cut to be given later, was found in this 
valley and sketched by Whipple.*' The Salado ruins 
between the (Ida and Verde, on the- south bank, 
about thirty-five miles from the mouth, were exam­
ined by Mr Bartlett. They are built on-the plateau 
beyond the river Ifottom, and are exclusively of adobe. 
They are very numerous, but consist for the most 
part of shapeless heaps indicating the location of 
buildings and lorjg lines of walls. In only two in­
stances did portions of standing walls remain ; being 
in one case the ruins of ah adotie building over two 
hundred feet long and from sixty to eighty feet wide, 
facing the cardinal points, and, so far as could be 
judged by the debris, three or four stories high ; the 
others were about two hundred yards distant, aud rep­
resented a smaller structure. There are traces of a 
wall which appears to have surrounded the larger 
building. From the top of the principal pile, similar 
heaps of ruins may l>e seen in all directions, includ­
ing a range of them running north and south at a 
distance of about a mjle eastward. The latter were 
not visited, but were said by the natives to l>e similar 
in every respect to the others. A small circular en­
closure, whose dimensions are not given, was seen 
among the ruins, and there were also excavations 
along the sides of some of the heaps, as if they had 
furnished the material for the original structures. In 
the river bottom irrigating canals are of frequent oc­
currence, one of them from twenty to twenty-five 
feet wide and four to five feet deep, formed by cut­
ting down the bank of the plateau, along which it
Xavier Keller, nunnue no tengo [ire «ente en que para je de «us Apoetolica» 
carreras.’ Sonora, Riulo Ensayo, pp. lft-iZO.

° Emory's Ileconiwissance, pp. 87-8, 134; Johnston, in Id., p. 600; Cin- 
ci unit tils' Travels, p. 356.

30 Whipple, Ewhank, and Turner, in Tac. K. R. Rept., vol. iii., pp. 45, 47.

1
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extends for many miles. The whole vicinity of the 
ruins, as in the Gila Valley, is strewn with fragments 
of earthen ware. These earthen ware fragments are 
of a very uniform character throughout the New 
Mexican region, and will be illustrated in another 
part of this chapter.*1

Trappers and natives report that these remains con­
tinue indefinitely up the valleys of both the Salado 
and Verde. Mr Leroux, who served as guide to sev­
eral of the United States military expeditions, passed 
up the Verde valley in 1854 on his way from the 
Gila to the Colorado Chiquito, keeping a diary, a 
part of which has been printed.” He claims to have 
found thO1 river banks covered in many places with 
ruins of stone buildings and broken pottery. The 
walls were of solid masonry still standing from ten 
to twenty feet high in two stories, three feet thick 
and from fifty to seventy-five feet long. Except in 
material the structures were not unlike the Casa 
Grande of the Gila, and were generally situated in 
the most fertile parts of the valley, surrounded by 
traces of acequias; although in one instance the ruins 
of a town were ten miles from the nearest water. A 
complete change of building material within so short 
a distance is somewhat extraordinary, but there is no 
other reason to doubt the accuracy of this report. 
These ruins are not very far from Prescott in the 
north, and Fort McDowell in the south, and I regret 
not having been able to obtain from officers in the 
Arizona service the information which they must have 
acquired respecting those remains, if they actually
exist, during the past ten or fifteen years.”

v
11 Bartlett" t Pert Mir., vol. ii., pp. 242-8, with a cut of one of the heaps 

of ruina. Mollhauten, Tageburh, pp. 308-9. Cuts of many specimens of 
pottery from the (lila Valley, in Jonnttun, in Emury't Reconnuittance, pp. 
696.600. »

11 Whipple, Ewbank, and Turner, in Par. R. R. Rcpt., vol. iii., pp. 14- 
15.

n Mr la-roux also reported to Bartlett the existence in the Verde valley 
of heaps of debris like those on the Salado. Bartlett't Pert. Mar., vol. ii., 
p. 247. Mention of Verde remains. Warden, Reeherehet, p. 79; Uollhau- 
ten, Reiten in die Feltengeb., tom. iL,,pp. 140-2; MiMenpfordt, Mejieo,
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Whipple describes some ruins discovered by him in 
1854 on Pueblo Greek and other small streams which 
form the head waters of the Verde. They consist of 
what seem to have been two fortified settlements, and 
a third separate fortification. The first was an irreg­
ular stone enclosure on the top of a hill three or four 
hundred feet high. The walls were from eight to ten 
feet high, and the interior was divided by partition 
walls five feet thick into different compartments. On 
the slopes of the hill were traces.of adobe walls with 
the usual abundance of broken pottery. The second 
was located in a fertile spot on a fork,, of the Pueblo 
Creek, and consisted of a mass of Stones, six feet 
thick and several feet high, forming-a square enclos­
ure “five paces in the clear." The third work is 
situated about eight miles further west, and cbm- 
mands what is known as Aztec Pass. It is an en­
closure one hundred feet long, twenty-five feet wide 
at one end and twenty at the other, the walls being 
four feet thick and five feet in height. In the ab­
sence of any definite statement on the subject these 
northern fortifications are presumed to be of rough, 
or unhewn, stones without mortar.84

From the mouth of the San Pedro, which joins the 
Gila about forty miles eastward of the Casa Grande, 
up the Gila valley eastward, ruins of ancient edifices 
are frequently found on both banks of the river. 
Emory says “wherever the mountains did not im­
pinge too close on the river and shut out the valley, 
they were seen in great abundance, enough, I should 
think, to indicate a former population of at least one 
hundred thousand; and in one place there is a long 
wide valley, twenty miles in length, much of which is 
covered with the ruins of buildings and broken pot-
tom. ii., pt ii., p. 538. Pike, Ex/Unr. Tmr., p. 336, says very absurdly, 
"Thoee wall# are. of a black cement which encreaaee ill atuliility with 
age, and hid# defiance to the war of time; the secret of ita composition is 
now entirely loat.’

11 Whipple, in Par. It II. Rept., voL iii., pp. 91-4; Mollhnueen, Tape- 
buck. pp. 348-9. Moll hausen wa# the artist connected with Whipple’s 
expedition.
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tory.” The remains consist uniformly of lines of rough 
amygdaloid stones rounded hy attrition, no ono of 
which remains upon another, apparently the founda­
tions upon which were erected adobe walls that have 
altogether disappeared, t'lie plan of the ‘ " ” gs ns 
indicated by their foundations was generally rectan­
gular; many of them were very similar to the modern 
Spanish dwellings, as shown in the accompanying cut;

Typical Plan of Gila Structures.

but a few were circular or of irregular form. One of 
them just below the junction of the Santo Domingo, 
on an isolated knoll, was shaped as in the following cut,

Plan of a flila Structure.

with faces of from ten to thirty feet. Besides the traces 
of what seem to be dwellings, there were also ob­
served, an enclosure or circular line of stones, four 
hundred yards in circumference; a similar circle ninety 
yards in circumference with a house in the centre; an 
estufa with an entrance at the top; some well-pre­
served cedar posts; and some inscribed figures on the 
cliffs of an arroyo, similar to those lower down the 
river, of which cuts have been given. The native 
Pimas reported to the Spaniards in early times the 
existence of a building far up the Gila, the labyrinth­
ine plan of which they traced on the sand, as shown

99
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in the cut. Emory and Johnston found these traces

Plan of Labyrinth on the Gila.

j> fc
■=) I*

of aboriginal towns in at least twelve places on the 
(lila above the San Pedro, the largest being at the 
mouth of a stream flowing from the south-east, prob­
ably the Santo Domingo. I find no mention of ruins 
on any of the smaller tributaries of the Gila above 
the Casa Grande, though it seems very _ 11 ' that
such ruins may exist, similar to those on the main 
stream. A? painted stone, a beaver-tooth, and marine 
shells were the miscellaneous relics found by John­
ston among the ruins, besides the usual large quan­
tities of broken pottery. Emory speaks of a few 
ornaments, principally immense well-turned beads of 
the size of hens’ eggs, also fragments of agate and 
obsidian. The latter explorer gives a plate of rock- 
hieroglyphics of doubtful antiquity, and Froebel also 
sketched certain inscriptions on an isolated rock. 
Six or eight perfectly symmetrical and well-turned 
holes about ten inches deep and six or eight inches 
wide at the top were noticed, and supposed to havel 
served for grinding corn.”

35 Emory's Reconnaissance, pp. 63-9. SO, 13.1-4, with nits and plates; 
Johnston, in Id., pp. 581-96; Whipple, Embank, and Turner, in Ear. R.R. 
Jh/d., vol. iii., p. ‘23, with t ut illustrating the lines of foundation-stones. 
Froebel, Ans Amer., tom. ii., p. 421; Id., Cent. Amer., p. 488, with eut of 
hieroglyphic». Two plates of colored fragments of pottery, in Schoolcraft's 
Arch., vol. iii., pp. 8*2-5, vol. vi., p. 68 Respecting the builders of the 
ruined structures, see Garres, Diana, in I)or. Hist. Mrs., série ii., tom. i., 
pp. 3*20, 329; Castaileda, in Ternaux-Compans, Voy., série i., tom. ix., pp. 
161-2; Sedelmair, Rrlacion, in Dor. Hist. Me.r., série iii., tom. iv., p. 847. 
Other references on (jila remains are: Sonora, Undo Ensayo, p 19, with 
cut of labyrinth; Villh-Snlor y Sanrhez, Theatro, tom. ii., pp. 375-6; Fre­
mont, in Cal., Vast, I\es., and Future, p. 144; Fremont and Emory's 
Motes of True., p. 46; Prichard's Researches, vol. v., pp. 4‘2‘2-3; Id., Nat.

3926
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Having presented all that is known of antiquities 
upon the Gila and its tributaries, 1 pass to the Colo­
rado, the western and northern boundary of the New 
Mexican territory. The banks of the Colorado 
Canon,-' for the river forms no valley proper, are for " 
the most part unexplored, and no^relics of antiquity 
are reported by reliable authorities; indeed, from the 
peculiar nature of this region, it is not likely that 
any ruins ever will be found in the immediate vi­
cinity of the river.36

On Bill Williams’ Fork there is a newspaper re­
port, resting on no known authority, of walls enclos­
ing an area some eight hundred feet in circumference, 
still perfect to the height of six or eight feet.37 The 
only other traces of the former inhabitants found on 
tliis stream are painted cave and cliff pictures or 
hieroglyphics. Two caves have their walls and the 
surrounding rocks thus decorated; they are about a 
mile apart, near the junction of the Santa Maria, 
and one of them is near a spring. Many of the in­
scriptions appear very ancient, and some were painted

Hist. Man, vol. ii., pp. 514-15, 568; Doinrneeh's Deserts, vol. i., pn. 382-3;
Cal. Farmer, I'eh. ‘28, 1862; Cincinnatus' Travels, pp. .355-7; Gallatin, in 
Nouvelles Annales des Vo g., 1851, tom. cxxxi., pp. 29.3-4. I find nn ac­
count going the rounds of tlie newsjMipcrs of a wonderful group of ruins 
*on the (iila hoiiic miles east of Florence,* discovered by Lieut Ward.
They consist of very extensive fortifications, and other structures built of 
hewn stone, the walls 1kmng yet twelve feet high, and two towers standing 
26 and .31 feet respectively. Cop|>er ami stone implements, golden orna­
ments and stone vases were found here. Finally, the whole account is doubt­
less a hoax.

36 A writer in the N. lr. Tribune,—see Hist. Mag., vol. x., suppl., p. 9Ô 
—dcscrilies a pyramid on the (.’«dorado Hiver, without giving the locality.
It is 104 feet square, 20 feet high, and has at present a summit platform.
It seems, however, to have lx‘en originally pointed, judging from the dé­
bris. The material is hewn stone in blinks from 18 to 36 inches thick, 
those of the outer facing Iwing cut at an angle. This rejMirt is jR>rhaj>s 
founded on some of the ruins on the (’«dorado Chiquito yet to Ik» men­
tioned, or quite as pndialdv it has no foundation whatever. ‘Upon the 
lower part of the Kio Colorado no tracesof permanent dwellings have been 
discovered.’ Whipple, Eirbank, and Turner, in Par. R. R. Rept., vol. iii , 
p. 15. Arizona miners occasionally refer to the ruins of old Indian build­
ings on the Colorado, 40 miles above La Pax, on the eastern side, similar 
in character to those of the (iiliy. On Khrenberg’s Map of Arizona, 1S5H, 
they are so located, and that is'all that is known of them. San Francisco 
Evening Bulletin, July 14, 1864.

17 Cal. Farmer, March 27, 1863.

»
«it
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on cliffs very difficult of access. The cut shows a

Rock-Paintings—Bill Williams’ Fork.

specimen from the sketches made by Mollhausen.
The streak which crosses the cut in the centre, ex­
tends to the left beyond the other figures, and only 
half its length is shown. This streak is red with 
white borders; the other figures are red, purple, and 
white.38

Leaving Bill Williams’ Fork, and passing the 
Pueblo Creek ruins already described, which are not 
far distant, I fdllow the routes of Sitgreaves, Ives, 
and Whipple, north-westward to the Colorado Chi- 
quito, a distance of about one hundred miles, striking 
the river at a point a hundred miles above its sup­
posed junction with the main Colorado. In this 
region we again find numerous ruined buildings with 
the usual scattered pottery, respecting which our 
knowledge is derived from the explorers just named.
The ruins occur at all prominent points, l>oth near 
the river and away from it towards the west, at in- 

1 tervals of eight or nine miles, the exact location not 
being definitely fixed. The material employed here 
is stone, and some of the houses were three stories x 
high. A vie^of one ruin as sketched by Sitgreaves

3R Mollhausen/ Tagehuch, p. 376; Whipple, in Pac. R. R. Rept., vol. iii., 
pp. 106-7.

Vol. IV. 41
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is shown in the cut. 'n a rocky eminence were'iJjW

Ruin on the Colorado Chiquito.

found by Whipple stone enclosures, apparently for 
defense. According to Mr Sitgreaves the houses 
resembled in every particular, save that no adobe was 
used, the inhabited Pueblo towns of New Mexico. 
His description, like that of Mollhausen and Whip­
ple, would doubtless be much more complete and sat­
isfactory, had they not previously seen the Pueblo 
towns and other ruina further east. Some of the 
ruins are far from water, and Sitgreaves suggests 
that the lava sand blown from the neighboring 
mountains may have filled up the springs which 
originally furnished a supply.

The cut from Whipple shows two vases found here, 
restored from fragments. This is one of the rarest

Vases from the Colorado Chiquito.

kinds of pottery found in the region, and is said by 
Whipple not to l>e manufactured by any North 
American Indians of modern times. It is seldom 
colored, the ornamentation being raised or indented,
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somewhat like tliat on molded glassware, and of ex­
cellent workmanship. 'Hie material is light-colored 
and porous, and the vases are not glazed. The or­
dinary fragments of earthen ware found on this river 
will he represented in another-part of this chapter. 
Some very rude and simple rock-inscriptions were no­
ticed, and a newspaper writer states that the names 
of Jesuit priests who visited the place in thç sixteenth 
century are inscribed on the rocks. Some additional 
and not very well-founded reports of antiquities are 
given in a note.”

At a bend in the river, about forty miles above 
the ruins last mehtioned, are the remains of a 
rectangular stone building, measuring one hundred 
and twenty by three hundred and sixty feet, and 
standing on an isolated sandstone hill. The walls 
are mostly fallen, but some of the standing portions 
are ten feet thick, and seem to contain small apart­
ments. Many pine timbers are scattered about in

w Sitgrcavcs' Report, Zuiii and Colorado Rit'trs, 1853, pp. 8-9; Whip* 
pie, in rac. R. R. Rcpt.f vol. iii., pp. 81, 46-50; Iren' Colorado Rir., p. 
117, no details; Mollhauscn, Tagebuch, pp. 306-8; Id., Reisen in die Fel- 
sengcbA tom. ii., pp. 148-50, 164-5,399-401; Schoolcraft's Arch., vol. iv., 
pp. 253f, vol. vi., p. 68, plates of inscriptions; Hau, in Soc. ,1ft/. Ceog., 
Bolet Ji, 2da C|>oea, tom. i., p. 29; Fosters Pre-Hist. Races, pp. 146-7. 
A writer in the San Francisto Evening Bulletin, duly 3, 1868, says 
that the most extensive ruins in Arizona or New Mexico are sitnated 
above the high falls of the Little (’(dorado, 20 miles north of the San 
Francisco Mountains. They eXtend for miles along the river, and in­
clude well-made walls of hewn stone now standing to the height of six or 
eight feet. Roth streets and irrigating canals may be traced for miles. 
This w|iter sjwaks of'fhe Jesuit inscriptions. According to an article in 
the San Francisco Herald of 1853, Quoted in the Cal. Farmer of June 22, 
I860, Capt. Joseph Walker found some remarkable ruins on the Colorado 
Chiquito in 1850. He speaks of ‘a kind of a citadel, around which lay the 
ruins of a city more than a mile in length.* The streets were still trace­
able, running at right angles. The buildings were all of stone ‘reduced 
to ruins by the action of some great heat which had evidently passed over 
the whole country. .. .Allthe stones were burnt, some of them almost cin­
dered, others glazed as if melted. This appearance was visible in every 
ruin he met with. A storm of fire seemed to have swept over the whole 
country and the inhabitants must have fallen before it.’ The central build­
ing with walls 15 or 18 feet long and 10 feet high, of hewn stone, stood on 
a rock 20 or 30 feet high, itself fused by the heat. The ruins seen by 
Walker were in all probability similar to those described by Sit^^reaves, and 
the Captain, or the writer of this article, drew' heavily on his imagination 
for many of his facts.
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good preservation, and two posts twelve feet in 
height still remain standing.40

Some twenty-tivo miles still farther up the Rio 
Puerco flows into the Colorado Chiquito from the 
north-east, and at the junction of the two streams 
Mollhausen noticed some remains which he does not 
descrilie.41 Twelve miles up the Puerco valley, on 
the banks of a small tributary, culled Lithodendron 
Creek, were scattered fragments of pottery, and re­
mains of stone houses, one of the walls extending 
several feet below the present surface of the ground. 
Still farther up the Puerco and five miles south of 
the river, at Navajo Spring, scattered pottery and 
arrow-heads are the only remaining trace of an ab­
original settlement, no walls being visible. ( hi a 
neighboring hill, however, was noticed a circular de­
pression in the earth forty paces in diameter. The 
cut from Mollhausen represents some of the aborig­
inal inscriptions on Puerco River.43

Hock-InscriptionN-on Rio Puerco.

Forty or fifty miles farther south-east, the Colo­
rado Chiquito receives the waters of the Rio Zmli, 
flowing from the north-east in a course nearly parallel 
to that of the Puerco. Aboriginal inscriptions and 
pictures are found on the sandstone cliffs which bor­
der on the stream wherever a smooth surface is 
presented, but no buildings occur for a distance of

40 Whiitplc, in Par. R. R. Rrjit., vul. iii., p. 76.
41 Mnllhamen'ft Journey, vol. ii., p. 121.
48 Whipple, in Pac. R. R. Re.pt., vol. iii., pp. 73-4; Mollhawten, Taye- 

burn, p. 25o.
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about fifty miles, until we come to within eight 
miles of the Pueblo town of Zufti, where the table­
lands alsmt Arch Spring are covered with ruins, 
which were seen, although not described, by Sit- 
greaves and Whipple. All the ruins of the Zufti 
valley seem, however, to be of the same nature— 
stone walls laid in mud mortar, and in a very dilapi­
dated condition. The cut from Whipple shows also

Rock-In*cription* nt Arrh Spring.

a sample of the rock-inscriptions about Arrh Spring.43 

Zufti is a Pueblo town still inhabited, and I shall 
have something further to say of it in connection 
with the Pueblo towns of the Rio (irande and its 
tributaries, lor the purpose of comparing the inhab­
ited with the ruined structures.

Two or three miles south-east of Zufti, on the 
south side of the river, is an elevated level mesa, 
aient a mile in width, bounded on every side by a 
precipitous descent of over a thousand feet to the 
plain below. The mesa is covered with a growth of 
cedar, and in one part are two sandstone pillars of 
natural formation, which from certain points of view 
seem to assume human forms. Among the cedars on 
the mesa, “crumbling walls, from two to twelve feet 
high, were crowded together in confused heaps over 
several acres of ground.” The walls were constructed 
of small sandstone blocks laid in mud mortar, and 
were about eighteen inches thick. They seemed,

43 Si tyre, airs' Zufti Ex., p. 6; Whipple, Ewhank, and Turner, in Par. 
R R Rcpts, vol. pp. 71, 39.
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however, to rest on more ancient ruins, the walls of 
which were six feet in thickness. At various points 
on the winding path, by which only the top can be 
reached, there are stone battlements which guard the 
passage. A supposed altar was found in a secluded 
nook near the ruins, consisting of an oval excavation 
seven feet long, with a vertical shaft two feet high at 
one end, a Hat rock, and a complicated arrangement 
of posts, cords, feathers, marine shells, beads, and 
sticks, oidy to be understood from a drawing, which 1 
do not reproduce because the whole altar so-called is 
so evidently of modern origin and use. These ruins 
are commonly called Old Zufii, and were doubtless 
inhabited when the Spaniards first came to the 
country.14 The cut from Whipple shows two vases

Zufii Vaeca.

found at what is called a sacred Spring near Zufii. 
Of the first the discoverer says: ‘the material is a 
light-colored clay, tolerably well ! burnt, and orna­
mented with lines and figures of/ a dark brown or

fl Whipple, et al., in Par. R R. Replu, vol. iii., pp. 119, 39 41, 45-6, with 
view of ruins; Moll hausen's Journey, vol. ii., pj>6, cut of altar; Id , Ileum 
tom. ii., pp. 196, 402; Id., Tugcbuch, pp. 2S3-4,Î78, witli cut of altar; Simp­
son, in Smithsonian Rept., 1869, pp. 329-32; Paris' El Gringo, p. 128; Pome- 
nech's Deserts, vol. i., pp. 211 1.3; llarber and Ilowe’s Western States, p. 553; 
Shuck's Cal Scrap- Hook, pp. 310-12. j
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chocolate color. A vast amount of labor has been 
spent on decorating the unique lip. A fine Iwrder- 
line has been drawn along the edge and on both sides 
of the deep embattled rim. Horned frogs and tad­
poles alternate on the inner surface of the turrets, 
while one of the latter is represented on the outside 
of each. Larger frogs or toads arc portrayed within 
the laxly of the vessel/’ One of these figures is pre­
sented m the cut enlarged. The second vase is five 
inches deep, ten inches in diameter at the widest 
part, and eight inches at the lips. Both outer and 
inner surface bear a white glazing, and there are four 
projections of unknown use, one on each side. The 
decorations are in amber color, and the homed or 
tufted snakes, shown above the vase, are said to be 
almost unique in America.44 x

At and near some springs called Ojo del Pes- 
cado, on the head-waters of this stream, some 
twelve miles above Zufii, there are at least four or 
five ruined structures, or towns. They are similar 
in character to the other ruins. Two of them near 
the spring have an elliptical shape, as shown by the 
lines of foundation-stones, and are from eight hun­
dred to a thousand feet in circumference. The houses 
seem to have been built around the periphery, form­
ing a large interior court. These towns are so com­
pletely in ruins that nothing can be ascertained of 
the details of their construction, except their general 
form, and the fact that they were built of stones 
and mud. About a thousand yards down the river 
from the springs are ruins covering a space one hun­
dred and fifty by two hundred yards, and in much 
better preservation than those mentioned, though of 
the same nature. The material was flat stones and 
cement, and the walls are standing in places to the 
height of two stories. Mollhausen tells us that

41 Whipple, Ewbank, and Turner, in Par. R. R. Rept., vol. iii., pp. 45-fi.
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the roofs and fire-places were still standing at the 
time of his visit. Simpson describes a ruin as being 
two miles below the spring, and which may possibly 
be the same last mentioned. The buildings were 
originally two stories high and built continuously 
about a rectangular area three hundred by four hun­
dred feet. In the interior of the enclosed court was 
seen a square estufa, twelve by eighteen feet, andv 
ten feet high, with the roof still perfect. The cut 
shows some of the rock-inscriptions at Ojo del Pes­
cado."1

Rock-Inscriptions—Ojo del Pescndo.

About eighteen miles south-east of the sources of 
the Zufii River, but belonging as properly in this val­
ley as any other, is a sandstone rock known as In 
scription Rock, or to the Spaniards as El More, from 
its form. It is between two and three hundred feet 
high, with steep sides, which on the north and east 
are perpendicular, smooth, white, and covered near 
the base with both Spanish and native inscriptions. 
Specimens of the latter, as copied by Simpson, are

** Simpson's Jour. Mil. Recon., nn 95-7; Mo 11 hausen's Jour nr y, vol. ii., 
p. 82; Id., Tageburh, pp. 275-7; Wnipple, Ewbank, and Turner, in Par. 
R. R. Rent., vol. iii., p. 39. Col. Doniphan found in 1846 on the head­
waters oi the Piscao (Pescado, Zufii!) the ruins of an ancient city, which 
formed a square surrounded by double walls of stone 14 feet apart. The 
space between the walls was divided into compartments 14 feet square, 
opening into the interior. The houses were three stories high, the lower 
story being partiully subterranean. Large quantities of red eedar, appar­
ently cut for firewood, were found in connection with the buildings. 
Hughes' Doniphan's Ex., pp. 197-8. Simpson explored the stream to its 
source, and found no ruins except three at Ojo del Pescado, which were 
probably the same «on which Doniphan’s report w as founded, although 
there is no resembfcnce in the descriptions.
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shown in the cut. The former were all copied by the

Inscriptions—El More. 

same explorer, but of course have no connection with 
the subject of this volume: they date back to 1(506, 
but make no reference to any town or ruins upon or 
alxiut the rock. The ascent to the summit is on the 
south and is a difficult one. The cut shows a plan of

the locality of theEl Moro made by Môllhausen,
scriptions being at a and b. The summit area is 
divided by a deep ravine into two parts, on each of 
which are found ruins of large editices. Those on the 
southern—or, according to Simpson, on the eastern— 
division, B of the plan, form a rectangle measuring 
two hundred and six by three hundred and seven 
feet, standing in some places from six to eight feet 
high. According to Simpson the walls agree with

\
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the cardinal points, but Whipple states the con­
trary. The walls are faced with sandstone blocks six 
by fourteen inches and from three to eight inches 
thick, laid in mud-mortar so as to break joints; but 
the bulk of the wall is a rubble of rough stones and 
mud. Two ranges of rooms may be traced on the 
north and west sides, and the rubbish indicates that 
there were also some apartments in the interior court. 
Two rooms measured each about seven by eight feet. 
A circular estufa thirty-one feet in diameter was also 
noticed, and there were cedar timbers found in con­
nection with the ruined walls; one piece, fifteen inches 
long and four inches in diameter was found still in 
place, and bore, according to Whipple, no signs of cut­
ting tools. The remains across the ravine, A of the 
plan, are of similar nature and material, and the north 
wall stands directly on the brink of a precipice, being 
complete to a height of eight feet. There is a spring 
furnishing hut a small amount of water at the foot of 
the cliff at </. Fragments of pottery are abundant 
here as elsewhere.47

This completes my account of remains on the Col­
orado Chiquito, and I pass to the next and last tribu­
tary of the Colorado within the territory covered by 
this chapter—the San Juan, which flows in an east- 
wardly course along the boundary line between Ari­
zona and New Mexico on the south, and Utah and 
Colorado on the north. The valley of the main San 
Juan has been but very slightly explored, but prob­
ably contains extensive remains, judging from what 
have been found on some of its tributaries. Padres 
Dominguez and Escalante went in 1776 from Santa 
Fé north-westward to Utah Lake, and noticed several

47 Simpson's Jour. Mil. Reeon., pp. 08-109, pi. 60 1, views of cliff; pi. 
65-74, inscriptions; pi. 63, ground plan of building; pi. 64, pottery; cut p. 
100, plan of rock, If hippie, et al., in Pac. H. R. Rents, vol. lii., pp. *2*2, 52, 
63-4, with plates; Mullhausen, Tagebuch, pp. 266-7*2, pi. of plan and jit­
tery; Id., Journey, vol. ii., pp. 68-79, 52, pi.; Domenerh's Deserts, vol. i, 
pp. 208-9, 415-18; havin' El Gringo, pp. 422-3; Foster's Prc-llist. Rares, 
p. 147; Barber and Hour's Western States, p. 561.
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ruins which it is impossible to locate, before crossing 
thb Colorado. I shall have occasion in the following 
chapter to notice some important ruins lately discov­
ered on the northern tributaries of the San Juan, in 
the southern part of Colorado and Utah.48

The two chief tributaries of the San Juan from th\) 
south are the Chelly and Chaco, flowing through deep 
cafions in the heart of the Navajo country. On both 
of these streams, particularly the bitter, very im­
portant ruins have been discovered and described by 
Mr Simpson, who explored this region in 1841).

The Chelly canon for a distance of about twenty- 
five miles is from one hundred and fifty to nine hun­
dred feet wide, from three hundred to five hundred 
feet deep, and its sides are almost perpendicular. 
Simpson explored the canon for eight miles from its 
mouth, which does not correspond with the mouth of 
the river. In a branch canon of a character similar 
to that of the main stream he found several small 
habitations formed by building walls of stone and 
mortar in front of overhanging rocks. Some four 
miles up the main canon he saw on a shelf fifty 
feet high and only accessible by means of ladders a 
small ruin of stone, much like those on the Chaco yet 
to be described. Seven miles from the mouth 
another ruin was discovered on the north side as shown 
in the cut. It was built partly on the bottom of the 
canon, and partly like the one last mentioned, on a 
shelf fifty feet high with perpendicular sides. The 
walls measure forty-five by a hundred and forty-five 
feet, are about eighteen feet high in their present 
state, and are built of sandstone and mortar, having

48 Dominguez and Egalante, Diario, in Doc. Hist. Mexsérie ii, tom. i., 
pp. 400-2. A correspondent of the San Francisco Evening Bulletin, July 
8, 1804, says that the San Juan vallev is strewn with ruins for hundreds 
of miles, some buildings three stories nigh of solid masonry still standing. 
Davis, El Orinao, p. 417, had heard of some ruins on the northern luink of 
the San Juan, nut none further north. ‘The valleys of the Rio de las Ani­
mas ami San Juan are strewn with the ruins of oities, many of them of 
solid masonry. Stone buildings, three stories high, are yet standing, of 
Aztec architecture.’ Baker, in Cal. Farmer, June 19, 1863.
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Ruin in the Chclly Canon.

square openings or windows. A circmar estufa was 
also found in connection with these cliff-dwellings. 
Fragments of pottery were not lacking, and speci­
mens were sketched by Mr Simpson.49

Eastward from the Chelly, at a distance of about 
a hundred miles, is the Chaco, a parallel tributary of 
the San Juan, on which are found ruins perhaps the 
most remarkable in the New Mexican group. Lieut. 
Simpson is the only one who has explored this valley, 
or at least who has left a record of his exploration. 
The ruins are eleven in number, situated with one 
exception on the north bank of the stream, within a 
distance of twenty-five miles in latitude 3(3° and longi­
tude 108°.

49 Simpson's Jour. Mil. Heron., pp. 74-5, pi. 53-4. Other slight ac­
counts made up from Kinipaon: Domeneeh's Deserts, vol. i., p. 201; An­
nual Scieu. Discov1850, p. 362; Barber and Howe's Western States, pp. 
559-60. with cut.
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Kuins of the Pueblo Pintado.

The cut shows a general view of the ruin called by 
the guide Pueblo Pintado, the first one discovered in 
coming from the south. The name of this ruin, like 
those of the others, is doubtless of modern origin, 
being Spanish, and there is little reason to believe 
that the native names of some of the others are those 
originally applied to the inhabited towns. The ma­
terial of all the buildings is a fine hard gray sand­
stone, to which in some instances exposure to the air 
has imparted a reddish hue. The blocks are cut very 
thin, rarely exceeding three inches in thickness. 
They are laid without mortar very carefully, so as to 
break joints, and the chinks between the larger 
blocks are tilled with stone plates, sometimes not over 
one fourth of an inch thick. In one instance, the 
Pueblo Pc fiasco Blanco, stones of different thickness 
are laid in alternate layers, producing the appearance 
of a kind of mosaic work, executed with great care 
and skill, and forming a very smooth surface. The 
backing and filling of the walls are of irregular and 
various sized blocks laid in mud, no trace of lime 
being discoverable. The wall of the Pueblo Pintado 
was found by excavation to extend at least two feet 
below the surface of the ground. The walls are be­
tween two and three feet thick at the base, but di­
minish towards the top by a jog of a few inches on 
the inside at each successive story. The walls of the 
Pueblo Pintado are still standing in some parts to 
the height of twenty-five to thirty feet, and are shown 
by the marks of floor timbers to have had at least 
three stories. The flooring was supported by un­
hewn beams from six to eleven inches in diameter—
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but uniform in the same room—stretching across from 
wall to wall as in the Gila ruins. Over these beams 
were placed smaller transverse sticks, which in the 
Pueblo Pintado seem to have been placed some little 
distance apart; but in some other ruins where the 
flooring remained perfect, the transverse sticks were 
laid close together, the chinks were filled with small 
stones, and the whole covered with cedar strips, al­
though there was evidence that a coating of mud or 
mortar was used in some instances; and there was 
one room where the floor was of smooth cedar Itoards 
seven inches wide and three fourths of an inch thick, 
squarely cut at the sides and ends, and apparently 
worn smooth by the friction of flat stones. The 
beams generally bore marks of having been cut off 
by the use of some blunt instrument. The cut illus-

>7m\

Section of Wall—Chaco Ruins.

trates the manner in which the walls diminish in 
thickness from story to story, a, a, a; the position of 
the beams, b, b, b\ the transverse poles, c, c, c; and 
the flooring above, d, d, d.
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The ground plan of the Chaco structures shows 
three tiers—but in one case at least four tiers—of 
apartments built round three sides of a courtyard, 
which is generally rectangular, in some cases has 
curved corners, and in one building—the Penasco 
Blanco—approximates to the form of a circle. The 
fourth side of the court is in some ruins open, and in 
others enclosed by a wall extending in a curve from 
one extremity of the building to the other. The fol­
lowing cuts show the ground plans of two of the

Ground Plan—Pueblo Hungo Pavie.

£> Ground Plan—Pueblo Bonito.
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ruins, the Pueblo Hungo Pavie, ‘crooked nose,’ and 
Pueblo Bonito. The circumference of five of these 
buildings is respectively eight hundred and seventy- 
two, seven hundred, seventeen hundred, thirteen hun­
dred, and thirteen hundred feet; the number of rooms 
still traceable on the ground floor of the same build 
ings is seventy-two, ninety-nine, one hundred and 
twelve, one hundred and twenty-four, and one hun­
dred and thirty-nine. These apartments are from 
five feet square to eight by fourteen feet. A room in 
the Pueblo Chcttro Kettle was seven and a half by 
fourteen feet, and ten feet high. The walls were 
plastered with a red mud, and several square or rect­
angular niches of unknown use were noticed. The 
supporting beams of the ceiling were two in number, 
and the transverse pojps were tied at their ends with 
some wooden fibre, and covered with a kind of cedar 
lathing. Ropes hung from the timbers. A room in 
the Pueblo Bonito is shown in the cut.
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Interior of Room—Pueblo Bonito.

This room is unplastered, and the sides are con­
structed in the same style as the outer walls. The 
transverse poles are very small, about an inch in 
diameter, laid close together, very regular, and re­
semble barked willow. It was another room in
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this ruin which had the smooth boards in connection 
with its ceiling.60

10 Dr Hammond, a companion of Simpson, describes this room as fol­
lows: ‘It was in the second of three ranges of rooms, on the north side of 
the ruins. The door ojamed at the base of the wall, towards the interior 
of tlie building; it had never lieen more than two feet and a half high, and 
was tilled two-thirds with rubbish. The lintels were of natural sticks of 
wood, one and a half to two and a half inches in diameter, deprived of the 
hark, and placed at distances of two or three inches apart; yet their ends 
were attached to each other by withes of oak with its bark well preserved. 
The room was in the form of a parallelogram, about twelve feet in length, 
eight feet high, and the walls, as they stood at the time of observation, seven 
feet high. The floor w as of earth, and the surface irregular. The w alls were 
about two feet thick, and plastered w ithin w ith a layer of red mud one 
fourth of an inch thick. The latter, having fallen off in places, showed the 
material of the wall to l>e sandstone. The stone was ground into pieces 
the size of our ordinary bricks, the angles not as perfectly formed, though 
nearly so, and put up in break-joints, having intervals between them, on 
every side, of ulnuit two inches. The intervals were tilled with lamimv of 
a dense sandstone, alsiut three lines in thickness, driven firmly in, and 
broken off even w ith the general plane of the wall the whole resembling 
mosaic work. Niches, varying in size from two inches to two feet and a 
half square, and two inches to one and a half feet in horizontal depth, 
were scattered irregularly over the w alls, at various heights above tin* floor. 
Near the place of the ceiling, the walls were jienctrated, and the surfaces 
of them perpendicular to the length of the Iknuu. They had the appear­
ance of having been sawed oil* originally, except that there were no marks 
of the saw left on them; time had slightly disintegrated the surfaces, 
rounding the edges somewhat here and there. Supporting the tloor above 
were six cylindrical beams, about seven inches in dialueter, passing trans­
versely of the room, and at distances of less than two feet apart the 
branches of the trees having been hewn off by means otxa blunt-edged in­
strument. Above, and resting on these, running longitudinally with the 
mom, were poles of various lengths, about two inches in diameter, irregu­
larly straight, placed in contact with each other, covering all the top of the 
room, bound together at irregular and various distances, generally at their 
ends, by slips apparently of palm-leaf or marquez, and tIn* same material 
converted into cords alsuit one-fourth of an inch in diameter, formed of two 
strands, hung from the poles at several {Hunts. AIhivc, and resting upon 
the poles, closing all above, passing transversely of the room, were planks 
of aistilt seven inches wide, and three-fourths of an inch in thickness. 
The width of the plank was uniform, and so was the thickness. They
were in contact, or nearly so, admitting but little more than the passage of
a knife blade between them, by the edges, through the whole of their 
lengths. They were not jointed; all their surfaces were level, and as 
smooth as if planed, excepting the cuds; the angles as regular and perfect 
as could be retained by such vegetable matter they are probably of {line 
or cedar--exposed to the atmosphere for as long a time as it is probable 
these have been. The ends of the {dank, several of which were in view,
terminated in lines perpendicular to the length of the plank, and the plank
appears to have been severed by a blunt instrument. The planks 1 exam­
ined them minutely by the eye and the touch, for the marks of the saw and 
other instruments -were smooth, and colored brown by time or by smoke. 
Beyond the {dank nothing was distinguishable from within. The room 
was redolent with the perfume of cedar. Externally, upon the ton, was 
a heap of stone and mud, ruins that have fallen from above, immovable by 
the instruments that we had along. The beams were probably severed by 
contusions from a dull instrument, and their surfaces ground plain and 

Vol. IV. 42
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The doors by which the rooms communicate with 
each other and with the courtyard are very small, 
many of them not exceeding two and a half feet 
square. There arc no doors whatever in the outer 
walls, and no windows except in the upper stories. 
The larger size of the windows and of the inner doors 
indicate that the rooms of the upper stories were 
larger than below. In some cases the walls corre­
sponding to the second or third stories had no win­
dows. In one case lower story windows were found 
walled up. The tops, or lintels, of the doors and 
windows were in some cases stone slabs, in others 
small timbers bound together with withes, and in a 
few they are reported to have been formed by over­
lapping stones very much like the Yucatan arch; a 
specimen is shown in the cut.

Arcli of Overlapping Stones.

The highest walls still standing at the time of 
Simpson’s visit had floor-timbers, or their marks, for 
four stories, but it is not impossible that some of the 
buildings may have had originally five or six stories. 
The outer walls were in every case perpendicular to 
their full height, showing that the houses were not 
built in receding terraces, or stories, on the outside, 
as is the case with many of the inhabited Pueblo 
towns, and with the Casa Grande on the Gila. There 
can be no doubt that they were so terraced on the in-
smooth by ft slab of rovk; and the planks, split or hvwn from the trres, 
were, no doubt, rendered smooth by the same means.’ Hammond, in Simp- 
ton's Jour. Mil. Rccon., pp. 131-3.
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terior or court ; at least in no instance were the inner 
walls sufficiently high to indicate a different arrange­
ment, and it is hardly possible that all the ranges 
were of the same height, leaving without light most 
of the thousand rooms which they would contain if 
built on such a plan. There were no traces of stair­
ways or chimneys seen. The whole number of apart­
ments in the Pueblo Bonito, supposing it to have 
been built on the terrace plan, must have been six 
hundred and forty-one. The cut on the next page 
shows a restoration of one of the Chaco ruins, taken 
from Mr Baldwin’s work, and modeled after a similar 
one by Mr Kern, a companion of Simpson, although 
Mr Kern made an error of one story in the height.
I have no doubt of the general accuracy of this res­
toration, and it may be regarded as nearly certain that 
access to the upper rooms was gained from the court 
by means of ladders, each story forming a platform be­
fore the doors of the one next above.

Each ruin has from one to seven circular structures, 
called estufas in the inhabited Pueblo towns, sunk in 
the ground and walled with stone. Several of these 
are shown in the two ground plans that have been 
given. They occur both in the courtyards and under­
neath the rooms. Some were divided into compart­
ments, and one, in the Pueblo Bonito, was sixty 
feet in diameter and twelve feet deep, being built 
in two, and possibly three, stories.

Near some of the larger buildings are smaller de­
tached ruins, of which no particular description is 
given. In one place there is an excavation in the 
side of a cliff, enclosed by a front wall of stone and 
mortar. In another locality there is an isolated ellip­
tical enclosure <# stone and mortar, eight by sixteen 
feet, and divided into two compartments. Near one 
of the ruins, in the northern wall of the canon, about 
twelve feet from the base, are three circular holes two 
feet in diameter, with smaller ones between them, all 
in a horizontal line, with a vertical line of still smaller
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holes leading up the cliff to one of the larger ones. 
Mr Simpson was unable to explore this singular ex­
cavation, and its use is unknown ; it may lie a room or 
fortress excavated from the solid rock. There are 
;dso some hieroglyphics on the face of the clitf under 
the holes. The quarries which furnished the stone 
l'i/r some of the buildings were found, but no descrip­
tion of them is given. Hieroglyphics on boulder's 
were found at a few points. The pottery found 
among the Chaco ruins is illustrated by the cut. 
Black and red seem to be the only colors employed.

Pottery—Chaco Canon.

vl * • »,

am

The Chaco canon, although wider than that of tte 
Vhclly, is bounded by precipitous sides, and the ruins 
arc generally near the base of the clitf. The Pueblo 
Pintado is built on a knoll twenty or thirty feet high, 
about three hundred yards from the river. The build­
ings do not exactly face the cardinal points.61

51 Chaco ruins as discovered by Simpson: Pueblo Pintado, 403 feet cir­
cumference, 3 stories, 54 rooms on ground floor, pp. 34-0, pi. -0, 2*2, 41 ; view, 
specimens of masonry, and of pottery. Rook-inscriptions at Camp 0, p. 
•W, pi. 23-5. Pueblo Weje-gi, 13 miles from Pueblo Pintado, TOO feet in 
circumference, M rooms, walls 25 feet high, pp. 30-7, pi. 20 7; view and
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I now come to the last division of the present 
group, the perpendicular of our triangle, the Rio 
Grande del Norte and its tributaries. This valley, 
the New Mexico proper of the Spaniards, when first 
visited in the sixteenth century, was thickly inhab­
ited by an agricultural semi-civilized people, dwelling 
in towns of stone and mud houses several stories in 
height. Respecting the number, names, and exact 
locality of these towns the early accounts are some­
what vague, but many of them can be accurately 
traced by means of an examination of authorities 
which would be out of place here. From the first 
discovery by G'abeza de Vaca, Marco do Niza, and 
Francisco Vasquez de Coronado, the general history 
of the country is clear; and we still find the same 
semi-civilized people living in similar towns under 
similar institutions, although they, like the towns in 
which they live, are greatly reduced in number. 
Some of the inhabited Pueblo towns are known by 
name, location, and history, to be identical with those 
which so excited the admiration of the Spaniards;
ground plan. Pueblo Una Vida, 15J miles from Pueblo Pintado, circum­
ference 994 feet, height 15 feet, 2 stories, 4 estufas, pp. 37-8, pi. ‘28-V; view 
and ground plan. Pueblo 11 lingo Pavie, 87"2 feet circumference, 30 feet 
high, 4 stories, 7‘2 rooms, 1 estufa, n. 38, pi. 30-‘2; plan, pottery, ami resto­
ration (all copied alsne). Pueblo Unettro Kettle, circumference 1300 feet, 4 
stories, 1*24 rooms, 6 estufas, pp. 38-40, pi. 33-5; plan, interior, hierogh pli- 
ics. Pueblo Bonito, circumference 1300 feet, 4 stories, 139rooms traceable, 
4 estufas, pp. 40-2, 131-3, id. 30-38, 40 41; view, plan, interior, pottery, 
specimen ol masonry. Pueblo Arroyo, 100 feet circumference,2 undesvril>vil 
ruins near it, p. 42. Pueblo Pefiasco Blanco, on south side of river, 1700 
feet circumference, 112 rooms, 3 stories, 7 estufas, pp. 42-3, pi. 41, lig 
Bpecimen of masonry. Simpson's Jour. Mil. Heron., pp. 34-43, 131-3 
Slight Vccount from Simpson, in Domenech's Deserts, vol. i., pp. 199-200, 
379-81, \385 ; Annual Seim. Disrov., 1850, pp. 302-3; Balairin's A nr. 
A mer.; pK 86-9, cut; Barber and Howe's Western States, pp. 550-9, cuts; 
T/mmmel, Mexiko, pp. 347-8. A newspaper report of a ruin discovered 
by one Roberts may be as well mentioned here as elsewhere, although 
the locality given is 90 miles within the Arizona line, while the Chaco 
remains are in New Mexico. This city was built on a mesa with pre­
cipitous sides, and covered an area of 3 square miles, Ix-iug enclosed by 
a wall of hewn sandstone, still standing in places 0 or 8 feet high. No 
remains of timber were found in the city, which must have contained orig­
inally *20,000 inhabitants. It was laid out in plazas and streets, and the 
wallp Ixm* sculptured hieroglyphics. San Francisco Chrtmicle, I >ev. I-. 
1872. See also Alta California, June 26, 1874. I give but few of these 
newspaper rejHirts as specimens; a volume might be tilled with them, with­
out much profit.
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and there is every reason to believe that all are so, 
except a few that may have been built during the 
Spanish domination. The inhabited Pueblo towns, 
or those inhabited during the nineteenth century, are 
about twenty in number, although authors disagree 
on this point, some calling Pueblos what others say 
are merely Mexican towns ; but the distinction is not 
important for my present purpose.63 The important 
fact is, that the Spaniard found no race of people in 
New Mexico which has since become extinct, nor any 
class of towns or buildings that differed from the 
Pueblo towns still inhabited.

Besides the towns still inhabited there are many 
of precisely the same materials and architecture, 
which are in ruins. Such are Pecos, Quivira, Val- 
verde, San Lazaro, San Marcos, San Cristbbal, 
Socorro, Senacu, Ab6, Quarra, Rita, Poblazon, 
old San Felipe, and old Zufli. Some of these were 
abandoned by the natives at a very recent date; 
some have ruined Spanish buildings among the ab­
original structures; some may be historically identi­
fied with the towns conquered by the first European 
visitors. These facts, together with the absence of 
any mention of ruins by the first explorers, and the 
well-known diminution of the Pueblos in numbers 
and power, make it perfectly safe to affirm that the 
ruins all belong to the same class, the same people, 
and about the same epoch as the inhabited towns. 
This conclusion is of some importance since it renders 
it useless to examine carefully each ruin, and the 
documents bearing on its individual history, and en­
ables the reader to form a perfectly clear idea of all 
the many structures by carefully studying a few.

While the Pueblo towns cannot be regarded as
m David' lint of Pueblo towns is as follows: Taos. Picoris, Nam né, 

Tezuque, Pojuaque, Sun Juan, San Yldefonso, Santo Domingo, San Fe­
lipe, Santa Ana, Cochit i. Isleta, Silla, Laguna, A coma, Jcmez, Zufti, San- 
dia, Santa Clara. El Gringo, p. 115. Barreiro, Ujeada, p. 15, adds Pecos, 
ami omits San Juan. Simpson, Jour. Mil. Heron., p. 114, says that Ce- 
bollctn, Covcro, and Moquino, are not properly Indian pueblos, hut ordi­
nary Mexican towns.
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objects of great mystery, as the work of a race that 
has disappeared, or as a station of the Aztecs while on 
their way southward, yet they are properly treated 
as antiquities, since they were doubtless built by the 
native races before they come in contact with the 
Spaniards. They occupy the same position with re­
spect to the subject of this volume as the remains in 
Andhuac, excepting perhaps Cholula and Teotihua- 
can; or- rather they have the same importance that 
the city of Tlacopan would have, had the Spaniards 
permitted that city to stand in possession of its 
native inhabitants.

An account of the Pueblo buildings has been given 
in another volume of this work,63 and I cannot do 
better here than to quote from good authorities a de­
scription of the principal towns, both inhabited and 
in ruins. Of Taos Mr Abort says, “One of the 
northern forks of the Tâos river, on issuing from the 
mountains, forms a delightful nook, which the Indians 
early selected as a permanent residence. By gradual 
improvement, from year to year, it has finally become 
onç of the most formidable of the artificial strong­
holds of New Mexico. On each side of the little 
mountain stream is one of those immense ‘adobe’ 
structures, which rises by successive steps until an 
irregular pyramidal building, seven stories high, pre­
sents an almost impregnable tower. These, with the 
church and some few scattering houses, make up the 
village. The whole is surrounded by an adobe wall, 
strengthened in some places by rough palisades, the 
different parts so arranged, for mutual defence, as to 
have elicited much admiration for the skill of the 
untaught engineers.” Of the same town Davis says, 
“ It is the best sample of the ancient mode of building. 
Here there are two large houses three hundred or four 
hundred feet in length, and about one hundred and 
fifty feet wide at the base. They are situated upon 
opposite sides of a small creek, and in ancient times

33 See vol. i., pp. 533-8. v
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are said to have been connected by a bridge. They 
are five and six stories high, each story receding from 
the one below it, and thus forming a structure ter­
raced from top to bottom. Each story is divided into 
numerous little compartments, the outer tiers of rooms 
being lighted by small windows in the sides, while 
those in the interior of the building are dark, and are 
principally used as store-rooms.... The only means of 
entrance is through a trap door in the roof, and you 
ascend, from story to story, by means of ladders upon 
the outside, which are drawn up at night.’’ The same 
writer gives the following cut of Taos.64

Pueblo of Taoa.

The houses of Laguna are “built of stone, roughly 
laid in mortar, and, on account of the color of the mor­
tar, with which they are also faced, they present a 
dirty yellowish clay aspect. They have windows in the 
basement as well as upper stories ; selenite, as usual, 
answers the purpose of window-lights.”66

“ High on a lofty rock of sandstone.... sits the 
city of Acoma. On the northern side of the rock, 
the rude borea.4 blasts have heaped up the sand, so as 
to form a practical ascent for some distance; the rest

M Abcrt's New Mrx., in Emory's Reconnoissancc, p. 457; Davis' El 
Gringo, pp. 141-2. Sue also Gregg's Com. Prairies, vol. i., pp. 270-7. This 
author says there is a similar edifice in the pueblo of Picuris. Edwards' 
Campaign, pp. 43-4; Dome neck's Deserts, vol. i., pp. 191-2. On the Arroyo 
Hondo 10 miles north of Taos, Mr Peters, Life of Carson, p. 437, speaks 
of the remains of the largest Aztec settlement in New Mexico, consisting 
of small cobble-stones in mud, pottery, arrow-heads, stone pipes, and rude 
tools.

55 Simpson's Jour. Mil. Recon., p. 114.
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of the way is through solid rock. At one place a 
singular opening, or narrow way, is formed between a 
huge square tower of rock and the perpendicular face 
of the cliff. Then the road winds round like a spiral 
stair way, and the Indians have, in some way, fixed 
logs of wood in the rock, radiating from a vertical 
axis, like steps.... At last we reached the top of the 
rock, which was nearly level, and contains about sixty 
acres. Here we saw a large church, and several con­
tinuous blocks of buildings, containing sixty or sev­
enty houses in each block, (the wall at the side that 
faced outwards was unbroken, and had no windows 
until near the top: the houses were three stories 
high). In front each story retreated back as it as­
cended, so as to leave a platform along the whole front 
of the story : these platforms are guarded by parapet 
walls about three feet high.” Ladders are used for 
first and second stories but there are steps in the 
wall to reach the roof.66 Mr Gregg tells us that San 
Felipe is on “the very verge of a precipice several 
hundred feet high,” but Simpson states that “neither 
it nor Sandia is as purely Indian in the style of its 
buildings as the other pueblos.”57

Santo Domingo “is laid out in streets running 
perpendicularly to the Rio Grande. The houses are 
constructed of adobes, (blocks of mud, of greater or 
less dimensions, sun-dried;) are two stories in height, 
the upper one set retreatingly on the lower, so as to 
make the superior covering of the lower answer for 
a terrace or platform for the upper; and have roofs 
which are nearly Hat. These roofs are made first of 
transverse logs which pitch very slightly outward, 
and are sustained at their ends by the side walls of

56 Abert's New Mex., in Emory's Reconnaissance, p. 470-1, with 3 
view*. The most undent and extraordinary of all the Pueblo*, on a table 
of GO acre*, 300 feet alnive the plain. Identical with Coronado'* Acuco. 
Domenech's Deserts, vol. i., pp. 2202-3; Gregg's Com. Prairies, vol. i., p|>. 

‘277-8.
17 Gregg's Com. Prairies, vol. i., p. ‘277; Simpson's Jour. Mil. Rrqon., 

p 121; view of San Felipe, in Abert's New Mcx., in Emory's Reconnais­
sance, p. 4G1.
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the building; on these, a layer of slabs or brush is 
laid ; a layer of bark or straw is then laid on these ; 
and covering the whole is a layer of mud of six or 
more inches in thickness. The height of the stories 
is about eight or nine feet.”68

“On rny visit to the pueblo of Tesu<iue we entered 
a Jarge square, around which the dwellings are erected 
orose together, so as to present outwardly an un­
broken line of wall to the height of three stories. 
Viewed from the inner square it presents the ap­
pearance of a succession of terraces with doors and 
windows opening upon them.... This general de­
scription is applicable to all the Pueblo villages, how­
ever they may differ in size, position, and nature of 
the ground—some being on bluffs, some on mesas, 
and most of those in the valley of the Rio Grande 
on level ground.”68

Zimi, “like Santo Domingo, is built terrace- 
shaped—each story, of which there are generally 
three, being smaller, laterally, so that one story 
answers in part for the platform of the one above 
it. It, however, is far more compact than Santo Do­
mingo—its streets being narrow, and in places pre­
senting the appearance of tunnels, or covered ways, 
on account of the houses extending at these places 
over them. The houses are generally built of stone, 
plastered with mud,”—has an adobe Catholic church.60

The seven Moqui towns in Arizona, situated in an
18 Simpson's Jour. MU. Rrro»., pp. 13-4. ‘The houses of this town 

are built in blocks.' ‘To enter, you ascend to this platform bv the means 
of ladders;’ windows in the up|»er part of the lower story. Abort's New 
Mex., in Emory's Reronnoissanre, p. 462, with view, Mollhausen's Journey, 
p. 231, with view; Domeneeh's Deserts, vol. i., p. 197.

19 Moline's Tint Thousand Miles, pp. 200*7.
60 Simpson's Jour. Mil. Recon., pp. 90-3. ‘ It is divided into four solid

squares, having hut two streets, crossing its centre at right angles. All 
the buildings are two stories high, composed of sun-dried brick. The first 
story presents a solid wall to the street, and is so constructed, that each 
house joins, until one fourth of the city may l>c said to Ik* one building. 
The second stories rise from this vast, solid structure, so as to designate 
each house, leaving room to walk u|wm the roof of the first story between 
each building.’ Hughes' Doniphan's Ex., p. 195; see also Whipple, in Vac. 
R. R. liiptvol. iii., pp. 67-8, with view; Mollhaustn's Journey, p. 97.
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isolated mountainous region about midway between 
the Colorado Chiquito and the Chelly canon, in lati­
tude 35° 5(>', and longitude 1 10° 30', are very similar 
to the Pueblo towns of the Rio Grande. They were 
probably visited by the earliest Spanish explorers, 
and have a claim to as great an antiquity as any in 
the whole region. Lieut. Ives visited the Moquis in 
1858, and his description is the best extant; from it 
1 quote as follows: “1 discovered with a spy-glass 
two of the Moqui towns, eight or ten miles distant, 
upon the summit of a high bluff overhanging the 
opposite side of the valley. They were built close 
to the edge of the precipice.... The outlines of the 
closely-packed structures looked in the distance like 
the towers and battlements of a castle.” “The 
face of the bluff, upon the summit of which the 
town was perched, was cut up and irregular. We 
were led through a passage that wound among some 
low hillocks of sand and rock that extended half-way 
to the top.... A small plateau, in the centre of 
which was a circular reservoir, fifty feet in diameter, 
lined with masonry, and filled with pure cold water. 
The basin was fed from a pipe connecting with some 
source of supply upon the summit of the mesa.... 
Continuing to ascend we came to another reservoir, 
smaller, but of more elaborate construction and finish 
.... Between the two the face of the bluff bad been 
ingeniously converted into terraces. These were 
faced with neat masonry, and contained gardens, each 
surrounded with a raised edge so as to retain water 
upon the surface. Pipes from the reservoirs permit­
ted them at any time to be irrigated. Peach trees 
were growing upon the terraces and in the hollows 
below. A long flight of stone steps, with sharp turns 
that could easily be defended, was built into the face of 
the precipice, and led from the upper reservoir to the 
foot of the town.” “The town is nearly square, and 
surrounded by a stone wall fifteen feet high, the top 
of which forms a lauding extending around the whole.
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Flights of stone steps led from the first to a second 
landing, upon which the doors of the house open.” 
“The room was fifteen feet by ten ; the walls were made 
of adobes; the partitions of substantial beams; the 
floor laid with clay. J n one corner were a fireplace and 
chimney. Everything was clean and tidy. Skins, 
bows and arrows, quivers, antlers, blankets, articles of 
clothing and ornament, were hanging from the walls 
or arranged upon shelves. Vases, flat dishes, and 
gourds tilled with meal or water were standing along 
one side of the room. At the other end was a trough 
divided into compartments, in each of which was a 
sloping stone slab two or three feet square for grind­
ing corn upon. In a recess of an inner room was 
piled a goodly store of corn in the car."

“ We learned that there were seven towns; that the. 
name of that which we were visiting was Mooshah- 
neh. A second smaller town was half a mile dis­
tant ; two miles westward was a third, ... Five or six 
miles to the north-east a bluff was pointed out as the 
location of three others, and we were informed that the 
last of the seven, Oraybe, was still further distant, on 
the trail towards the great river.” “Each pueblo is 
built around a rectangular court, in which we suppose 
are the springs that furnish the supply to the reser­
voirs. The exterior walls, which are of stone, have 
no openings, and would have to be scaled or bat­
tered down before access could be gained to the 
interior. The successive stories are set back, one 
behind the other. The lower rooms are reached 
through trap-doors from the first landing. The 
houses are three rooms deep, and open upon the in­
terior court.” “ He led the way to the east of the 
bluff on which < Maybe stands. Eight or nine miles 
brought the train to an angle formed by two faces of 
the precipice. At the foot was a reservoir, and a 
broad road winding up the steep ascent. On either 
side the bluffs were cut into terraces, and laid out 
into gardens similar to those seen at Mooshahneh,
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and, like them, irrigated from an upper reservoir. 
The wholes reflected great credit upon Moquis in­
genuity and skill in the department of engineering. 
The walls of the terraces and reservoirs were of 
partially dressed stone, well and strongly built, and 
the irrigating pipes conveniently arranged. The lit­
tle gardens were neatly laid out.”61

Thus we see that a universal peculiarity of the 
Pueblo towns is that the lower stories are entered by 
ladders by way of the roof. Their location varies 
from the low valley to the elevated mesa and pre­
cipitous cliff; their height from one to seven stories, 
two stories and one terrace being a common form. 
Most of them recede in successive terraces at each 
story from the outside, but Tesuque, and perhaps a 
few others, are terraced from the interior court. The 
building material is sometimes adobe, but generally 
stone plastered with mud. The exact construction of 
the walls is nowhere stated, but they are presumably 
built of roughly squared blocks of the stone most 
accessible, laid in mud. With each town is con­
nected an estufa, or public council-chamber and place 
of worship. This is in some cases partly subter­
ranean, and its walls are covered with rude paintings 
in bright colors.61

Of the ruined Pueblo towns no extended descrip­
tion is necessary, since they present no contrasts with 
those still inhabited which have been described.

61 Ires' Colorado Riv., pp. 119-24, with plates.
6i ‘Each puchlo contains an estufa, which is used both as a council- 

chamher and a place of worship, where they practice such of their heathen 
rites us still exist among them. It is built partly under ground, and is 
considered a consecrated and holy place. Here they hold all their deliliera- 
lions upon publie affairs, and transact the necessary business of the village ’ 
Davis' El Gringo, p. 142. ‘In the west end of the town [S. Domingo] is 
an rstuff a, or public building, in which the people hold their religious and 
political meetings. The structure, which is built of adobes, is circular in 
plan, about nine feet in elevation, and thirty-five feet in diameter, and, 
with no doors or windows laterally, has a small trap door in the terrace or 
flat roof by which admission is gained.’ Simpson's Jour. Mil. Heron., p. 02. 
Estufa at Jemez, w ith plates of paintings. Id., pp. 21-2, pi. 7 11
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Pecos was formerly one of the most important, and 
was still inhabited in the early part of the present 
century. The cut copied from Emory for Mr Bald­
win’s work, represents a portion of the ruins, which

Hums of Pecos.

vN

V -v- -- T*

include Spanish and aboriginal structures, both of 
adobe. Emory noticed large well-hewn timbers. 
Davis says the ruins of the village cover two or 
three hundred yards, and include large blocks of 
stone, square and oblong, weighing over a ton, with 
marks of having been laid in mortar. Hughes 
speaks of the traces of a stone wall eight feet high, 
which once surrounded this Pueblo town. Kit Car- 
son told Mr Meline that he found the town still 
inhabited in 182G. It was here that in former times 
was kept burning the everlasting tire which formed 
part of the religious rites in honor of their deity, or, 
according to the modern account, of Montezuma. 
There is no evidence, however, that the aborigines in 
ancient times had any deity, or monarch of that 
name; it is quite certain that they did not hear of 
the Aztec monarch Montezuma many centuries be­
fore he began to reign; just possible that they did 
hear of his fame a few years before the Spaniards
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came to New Mexico; but altogether probable that 
they first heard the name of Montezuma, of the 
Aztec people, and of their former migration south­
ward, from the Spaniards themselves, or their native 
companions.03

With the Quivira located by Thomas Cage and 
other early writers and map-makers, “on the most 
Western part of America just over against Tartary," 
as with the great city of Quivira which Vasqucz de 
Coronado sought and claims to have found some­
where in the far north-east, I have at present nothing 
to do; although I strongly incline to the opinion that 
the latter Quivira, if not one of the Pueblo towns of 
the Rio Grande, was at least not more distant than 
the region of the San Juan or its tributaries. The 
ruined town of Quivira or G ran Quivira, cast of the 
Rio Grande, includes, like Pecos, a Spanish church 
among its ruins. The buildings arc of hewn stone 
and of great extent. Gregg speaks of an aqueduct 
leading to the mountains eight or ten miles distant, 
the nearest water. This town was very likely, like 
many others, ruined at the revolt of 1080. Abo, 
Quaint, Laguna, and the rest, present no new fea­
tures. There are, moreover, on the Puerco River a 
tributary of the Rio Grande, and not that of the 
Colorado Chiquito already mentioned—many traces 
of Pueblo buildings which have no definite names.M

63 Emory's Reconnaissance, p. 30, with plate; Ahcrt's Xcw Mr.r., in /</., 
p|>. 440-7, 4S3, with plate; Paris' El Gringo, p. 55; Hughes' Don i/dat it's 
hx., pp. 74-5; Mi fine's Tiro Thousand Miles, pp. 255-8; ( 1 regg's Cum. 
Prairies, vol. i., pp. 270-3; Mollhauscn, Rciscn in dir, Felsengeb., tom. il., 
pp. 203-8; Cuff's Cunt/, of Cal., p. 70; 1fomencch's Deserts, vol. i., pp. 104-5, 
Baldwin's Ane. Amer., p. 70, with cut.

64 Gage's New Surer//, p. 102; Gregg's Com. Prairies, vol. i., pp. 
104-5; /facts' El Gringo, pp. 70, 123-7; Abort's New Mex., in Emory's 
Reconnaissance, pp. 488-0; Domeneeh's Deserts, vol. i., pp. 182-3; ll'iz- 
lizenus' Tour, p. 25; Carleton's Ruins of Abo, in Smithsonian Reyf., 
1854, pp. 300-15; Mollhauscn, Fluchtling, tom. i., pp. 718-25, 220, 230, 
207-72; Id., Rciscn, tom. ii., pp. 200, 405-0; FroebeVs Cent. Amer., n. 301 ; 
Id., A us Amer., tom. ii., pp. 150-2; Gallatin, in Nourcllcs Annates des 
Voy., 1851, tom. c.xxxi., pp. 208-0. A hurt, in Emory's Reconnaissance, pp. 
400-7, 484, tells ns that at Tezioue the ruins of the ancient Indian town 
are partially covered with the buildings of the modern; also that at l’ohla- 
zon, on the Puerco River, the principal ruins of stone are arranged in a 
square with sides of 200 yards, out other remains are scattered in the vi-
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SEVEN CITIES OF CIBOLA.

The cut shows some rock-inscriptions copied by

Rock-Inscriptions—Rio Grande.

Froebel in the valley of the Rio Grande. In the 
Sierra de lus Mimbres, towards the source of the Gila, 
are s<J>mc old copper mines, and connected with them 
an adobe fort with round towers at the corners, but 1 
do not know that these works have ever been consid­
ered of aboriginal origin. In a newspaper 1 find the 
remarkable statement that “from the volcanic cones 
of the Cerrillos was furnished, a great part, if not all, 
the Chalchiuite, so much worn for ornament, and so 
highly prized by the ancient Mexicans. . *-The an­
cient excavations made in search of it are now dis­
tinctly visible, and seem to have been carried to the 
depth of two hundred feet or more.”68

The ruins of Old Zuni have already been described, 
and there is no reason to doubt that both these and 
the other remains on the Zuni River, represent towns 
that were inhabited when the Spaniards first came 
northward. Indeed it is almost certain that they, to-
einity, including a circular and one elliptical enclosure. According to 
Gregg, Com. Prairies, vol. ii., n. 71, the inhabitants were driven from Val- 
vcrtlc, on the Rio Grande, by the Navajos. Mollhauscn, Journey, vol. ii., 
|>. fif), speaks of ruins on rocky heights two miles from Laguna. ‘ The 
ruins of what is usually called Old San Felipe are plainly visible, perched 
mi the edge of the mesa, about a mile above the present town, on the west 
side of the river.’ Simpson's Jour. Mil. liecon., p. 1*21.

w Froebel, A us A nier., tom. ii., np. 100, 409; Johnston, in Cults' Conq. 
of Cal., p. 183; Newberry, in Cal. Farmer, April 10, 1803.

Vol. IV. 4M
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gether with the Pueblo town of Zufii, represent 
Coronado’s famous ‘seven cities’ of Cibola. Most 
writers have so decided, as Gallatin, Squicr, Whipple, 
Turner, Kern, and Simpson.60 The course and dis­
tance of Coronado’s march from the Gila agrees more 
exactly with Zufii than with any other town ; the 
location of the ‘seven cities’ within four leagues to­
gether, in a very narrow valley between steep banks, 
as also their position with respect to the Rio del Lino, 
Colorado Chiquito, correspond very well with the 
Zufii ruins; Coronado’s Granada, on a high bluff, with 
a “narrow winding way,” was quite _ ' ’y Old
Zufii; Cibola is said to have been the first town 
reached in coming across the desert from the south­
west, and the last left in returning ; the positions of 
Tusayan, a province of seven villages, five days’jour­
ney north-west from Cibola, and of Acuco, five days 
eastward, agree very well with the location of the 
Moqui towns and of Acoma with respect to Zufii. 
Finally we have Espejo’s statement that he visited 
the province of Zufii, twenty-five leagues west of 
Acoma ; that it was called Zufii by the natives and 
Cibola by the Spaniards ; that Coronado had been 
there; and that lie found there not only crosses and 
other emblems of Christianity, but three Christians 
even. Coronado left three men at Cibola, and their 
statements to Espejo respecting the identity of Cibola 
and Zufii, must be regarded as conclusive.67

66 Abert, New Mcx.t in Emory's Reconnaissance, pp. 489-9*2, blentities 
Cilndu with Acoma and the six adjoining Pueblo towns; and Morgan, in 
N. Amer. Review, April, 1869, with the Chaco ruins.

67 See Castaiicdciy in Ternanx-Compans. Voy., série i., tom. ix., pp. 42,
09-71. ‘ Veynte y quartro léguas de aqui, hazia el Poniente, dicron con
vna Prouineia, que no nombra en lengua de los naturales Zuny, y la Un­
man los Espannoles Cibola, ay en el la gran cantidad de Indios, en la «pial 
estuuo Francisco Vasquez Coronado, y dexo inuchas Cruzes puestas, y othts 
sennales de Christiamdad que siempre se estauan en nie. Hallanm ansi 
mesino très Indios Christianos que se auian quedodo uc oquello jormnln, 
euyos nombres cran Andres de Cuyoaean, Caspar de Mexico, y Antonio «le 
(iiiadalnjara, los quales tenian casi oluidada su tnesma lengua, y suhian 
inuy bien la delos naturales, au none a pooas hueltas que les hablamn st- 
entendieron faeilmente.’ Espeio, Viaje, in Hakluyt's Voy., v<d. iii . P 
.'187. Hakluyt says the narrative is from Mendoza, Hist. China, Madrid. 
1586; but nothing of the kind apj>ears in the Spanish edition of that 
work, 1590, or in the Italian edition of 1580.
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New Mexican antiquities, divided as at the begin­
ning of the chapter into six classes, may he briefly 
considered, en résumé, as follows: 1st. “Remains of 
ancient stone and adobe buildings in all stages of 
disintegration, from standing walls with roofs and 
floors, to shapeless heaps of débris, or simple lines of 
foundation-stones.” This first class of remains has 
received most attention in the preceding pages, and 
little need be said in addition. It has been noted 
that adobe is the material used almost exclusively in 
the Gila and other southern valleys, as in Chihuahua, 
while further north stone is preferred. The most im-' 
portant fact to be noted is that all the ruins, without 
exception, are precisely identical in plan, architecture, 
and material with the Pueblo towns now inhabited or 
known to have been inhabited since the coming of the 
Spaniards. Many of them, particularly those of the 
Chaco canon, may have been much grander structures 
and have displayed a higher degree of art than the 
modern towns, but they all belong to the same class 
of buildings.

2d. “ Anomalous structures of stone or earth, the 
purpose of which, either by reason of their advanced 
state of ruin, or of the comparatively slight atten­
tion given them by travelers, is not apparent.” Such 
remains, which have been described as far as possible 
wherever they have appeared, are: I. Fortifications, 
like the stone enclosures on the Pueblo Creek and 
head-waters of the Rio Verde; and the battlements 
guarding the path of ascent to Old Zuni. Many of 
the ruined towns were, moreover, effectually fortified 
by the natural position in which they were built. 11. 
Mound-like structures and elevations. These include 
the low terraced pyramid reported on/me Gila near 
the Casa Grande, and another of like mature on the 
north side of the river; the shapeless heaps of earth 
and stones in the Gila and Salinas valleys, most of 
which are doubtless the remains of fallen walls, but 
some of which may possibly have a different origin
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and design ; and some small heaps of loose stones on 
the Gila at the mouth of the Santo Domingb, It is 
noticeable that no burial mounds, of so common oc­
currence in many parts of America, bave been found 
here ; and no pyramids or mounds presumably con­
nected in any way with religious rites, indeed, noth­
ing of the nature of temples or altars, save the 
estufas still in common use. Ill. Excavations. 
These are, a reservoir with stone walls measuring 
forty by sixty yards, reported by the early writers 
near the Casa Grande on the Gila; a circular depres­
sion forty paces in diameter on the north bank of the 
Gila, and a similar one at Navajo Spring near the 
Rio Puerco of the West; a triangular depression at 
the mouth of the Santo Domingo; quarries of sand­
stone near some of the Chaco ruins, and pits in the 
Salinas, whence the earth for building is supposed 
to have been taken ; and the circular holes that pene­
trate the canon walls of the Chaco. 1 V. Enclosures 
for various or unknown purposes. Such is the cir­
cular enclosure a hundred yards in circumference near 
the Casa Grande, and another north of the river; the 
structure indefinitely reported as a labyrinth up the 
Gila from the Casa Grande; a small round enclosure 
on the Salado; an elliptical enclosure of stone and 
mortar, eight by sixteen feet, and divided into two 
compartments, in the Chaco canon ; and the large 
and irregular lines of foundation-stones in the (ilia 
Valley above the San Pedro. It will be observed 
that there is very little of the mysterious connected 
with these remains of the second class, and a great 
part of that little would probably disappear as a re­
sult of a more careful exploration.

3d. “Traces of aboriginal agriculture, in the shape 
of acequias and zanjas, or irrigating canals and 
ditches. Such remains have been noticed in con­
nection, with many of the ruins, particularly in the 
south, and require no further remarks. So far as 
described, they arc nothing but simple ditches dug in
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the surface of the ground, of varying depth and 
length. The earlier reports of canals with walled 
sides are very probably unfounded.

4th. “ Implements and ornaments.” These are not 
numerous, include no articles of any metal whatever, 
and do not differ materially from articles now in use 
among the Pueblo Indians. Such relics have been 
found scattered among the debris of the fallen walls, 
and not taken from regular excavations ; consequently 
no absolute proof exists that they are the work of 
the builders, though there can he little room for 
doubt on that point. The wandering tribes that 
have occupied the country in modern times are much 
more likely to have sought for and carried away 
relics of the original inhabitants, than to have de­
posited among the ruins articles made by the modern 
Pueblo Indians. A detailed account of each relic 
would be useless, but among the articles that have 
been found are included,— 1. Implements of stone. 
Metates, or corn-grinders, generally broken, were found 
at various points on the (Ida, Salado, and among 
the ruins near Pecos. Stone axes, are shown in the 
cut from Whipple, of which No. 4 was found on the

: •*.

New Mexican Stone Axes.

Salado, where implements called hoes, and a stone 
pestle, are also reported. A stone axe was also found 
on the Colorado Chiquito. Arrow-heads of obsidian
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were picked up at Old Zufii, on the Colorado Chi- 
quito, on the Rio Puerco'* of the west, and at 
Inscription Rock; of cartielian on the Colorado 
Chiquito ; of agate ancL jasper on the Rio Puerco ; 
and of quartz near Peyos and on Pueblo Creek. 
Ross Browne heard of bone awls having been dug 
up at the Casa Grande. 11. Ornaments. Sea-shells 
were found at the Casa Grande, on the north bank of 
the Gila, and in thq Salado valley ; also on the Gila, 
a bead of Blue marble finely turned, an inch and a 
quarter long; and another bead of the size of a hen’s 
egg ; also a painted stone not described, and a beaver’s 
tooth. Several green stones, like amethysts, were 
found on the Salado ; fragments of quartz crystal at 
the Casa Grande ; of agate and obsidian among the 
Gila mines; and of obsidian on Pueblo Greek. Clay 
balls from the size of bullets to grape-shot, many of 
them stuck together, are reported on doubtful au­
thority.68

5th. Pottery, the most abundant class of relies, 
found strewn over the ground in the vicinity of every 
ruin in this group. It is always in fragments, no 
whole article of undoubted antiquity having ever 
been found. This is natural enough, perhaps, since 
only the surface has been examined, and the roaming 
tribes of Indians would not be likely to leave any­
thing of use or value ; excavation may in the future 
bring to light whole specimens. But although the 
absence of whole vessels is not strange, the presence 
of fragments in so great abundance is very remark­
able, since no such tendency to their accumulation is 
noticed about the inhabited Pueblo towns. It would 
seem as if the inhabitants, forced to abandon their 
houses in haste, had deliberately broken all their very 
large stock of earthen ware, either to prevent its 
falling into the hands of enemies, or from some super-

Emory's Reconnaissance, pj>. 82, 133; Ahert's New Mex., in H., ]>. 
484; Whipple, Ewltanlc, and Turner, in Ear. 11. R. llcpt., vol. iii , ]»|> 4>, 
47; Whipple, in Id., m>. <14, Oil, 73, 7<1, 91; Bartlett's Pers. Nar., vol. ii., 
pj). 245-7; Browne's Apache Country, j>. 118; Cal. Farmer, June 22, 1S<>0.
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stitious custom. The fragments are very like one to 
another in all parts of the New Mexican region, and 
in quality and ornamentation nearly identical with 
the ware still manufactured and used by the Pueblos. 
It has been noticed, however, that the older pottery 
is superior generally in material and workmauslrip to 1 
the modern; and also in the southern valleys it is' 
found painted on the inside as well as outside, con­
trary as is said to the present usage. Very few frag­
ments show anything like glazing. The painted 
ornamentation consists in most instances of striped or 
angular, more rarely of curved, lines, in black, white, 
and red. Painted representations of any definite ob­
jects, animate or inanimate, are of very rare occur­
rence. Some specimens are, however, not painted, 
but. decorated with considerable skill by means of 
raised or indented figures. I have/given cuts of 
many specimens, and the thirty-five figures on the 
next page from different localities will suffice to ex­
plain the nature and uniformity of New Mexican pot­
tery.69

6th. “Painted or engraved figures on cliffs, boul­
ders, and the sides of natural caverns.” These fig­
ures have been mentioned whenever they occurred, 
and some of them illustrated. There are additional 
paintings in a rocky pass between Albuquerque and 
Laguna, mentioned and copied by Mollhausen, and 
both paintings and sculptures in Texas at Sierra Waco, 
thirty miles east of El Paso, and at Rocky Dell

69 Whipple, Ewhank, and Turner, in Pac. R. R. Rept., vol. iii., pp. 
48-9; also Whipple, in Id., pp. 04-5, 09, 73, 70, 81. ( If the cut given above,
fig. *2, 5, 8, 9, 11, 13-4, 17, 21, 24, 28, 31-2, are from the Colorado Clmjuito; 
tig. 22, 27, are from Zuni, and modern; tig. 34, from the Cosnino eaves, the 
ornaments having l>een put on after the vessel had hardened; fig. 25, 29, 
30, 35, are not painted, hut incrusted or indented. ‘ It is a singular fact, 
that, although some of the most time-worn carvings upon rocks are of ani­
mals and men, ancient pottery contains no such representations. Cpon 
one fragment, indeed, found upon Hio (iila, was pictured a turtle and a 
piece of pottery picked up near the same place was moulded into the form 
of a monkey’s head. These appeared to be ancient, and afforded excep­
tions to the rule.’ Id., p. 05. Cut of a fragment and comparison with one 
found in Indiana. Foster's Pre-Hist. Races, pp. 249-50.
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New Mexican Pottery.

ek, in lat. 35°, 30', long. ] 02°, 30'.70 In another 
nine of this work,71 something lias been said of 
roglyphic development, of the different classes of 
ture-records, and their respective value. The New 
;xican rock-inscriptions and paintings, such of them 
are not mere idle sketches executed without pur­
se by the natives to while away the time, belong to 
3 lower classes of representative and symbolic pic-

Mol l hausen's ,Tourney, vol. i., p. 264, vol. ii., p. 52, with pi. ; Id, 
jrfmch, jip. 168-70; Bartlett's Pcrs. Nur., vol. i., pp. 170-6; Domeuech s

serfs, vol. i , pp. 161-2, 419-20.
71 See vol. ii., p. 533, et «eq.
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ture-writing, and are utterly inadequate to preserve any 
definite record far beyond the generation that executed 
them. Most of them had a meaning to the artist and 
his tribe at the time they were made; it is safe to 
suppose that no living being to-day can interpret their 
meaning, and that they never will be understood. 
The similar figures painted on the walls of modern 
estufas,73 the natives will not, probably cannot, ex­
plain. Mr Froebel, in opposition to Mr Bartlett’s 
theory that the figures are meaningless, very justly 
says: “Many circumstances tend to disprove that 
these characters were originally nothing hut the re­
sults of an early attempt at art. In the first place, 
the similarity of the style, in localities a thousand 
miles apart, and its extreme peculiarity, preclude 
every idea of an accidental similarity. ( )ne cannot 
imagine how the same recurring figures should have 
been used over and over again, unless they had a con­
ventional character, and were intended to express 
something.”73

I conclude this division of my work by a few gen­
eral remarks, embodying such conclusions respecting 
the New Mexican ruins as may be drawn from the 
ruins themselves, without reference to the mass of 
speculation, tradition, and so-called history, that has 
confused the whole subject since first the missionary 
padres visited and wrote of this region, and sought 
diligently, and of course successfully, foij traditions re­
specting the Asiatic origin of the Americans, and the 
southern migration of the Aztecs from Ihe mysterious 
regions of the Californios to Andhuack These con­
clusions are not lengthy or numerous, and apply with 
equal force to the Casas Grandes of Chihuahua, out­
side of the geographical limits of this chapter.

1. The ruined structures offer but little internal 
evidence of their age. There is not even the slight

72 See Simpson's Jour. Mil. Recon., pp, -0-2, pi. 7-11.
73 Froebel's Cent. Amer., p. 521.

V
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aid of forest growth found in nearly all other parts of 
America. The different buildings show very differ­
ent degrees of dilapidation it is true, hut to what ex­
tent in each case the ravages of time have been 
assisted by the roaming Apaches and other savages, 
it is impossible to decide. The Casas Grandes of 
Chihuahua are much more dilapidated than the similar 
Casa Grande of the Gila; but, although both are 
built of mud, a slight difference in the quality of the 
mud employed, with the more abundant rains of Chi- 
lntabua, would account for the better condition of the 
Gila remains, and prevent us from assigning necessa­
rily a greater antiquity to those of Chihuahua. It is 
known as a historical fact that the southern buildings 
were not only in ruins at the coming of the Span­
iards in the middle of the sixteenth century, but had 
been so long in that condition that the native knowl­
edge respecting them had passed into the state of a 
tradition and a superstition. Certainly not less than 
a century would suffice for this. Of the northern 
ruins very many are known to have been inhabited 
and flourishing towns when the Spaniards came. 
That any were at that time in ruins is not proven, 
though possible.

2. The material relics of the New Mexican group 
heap no resemblance whatever to either Nalma or 
Maya relics in the south. It has been constantly 
stated and repeated by most writers, that all Amer­
ican aboriginal monuments, the works of the Mound- 
Builders of the Mississippi, the ruins of New Mexico 
and Arizona, the Casas Grandes of Chihuahua, the 
Editicios of Zacatecas, the pyramids of AmUmac and 
the central plateaux, Mitla, Palenque, the cities of 
Yucatan, and finally Copan, all belong evidently to 
one class and present one type; that all are such as 
might reasonably be attributed to the same people in 
different periods of their civilization. It is even 
customary for travelers and writers to speak without 
hesitation of Aztec ruins and relics in Arizona, as if
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there were no longer any doubt on the subject. So 
far as the New Mexican link in the chain is con­
cerned, 1 most emphatically deny the Resemblance, 
on grounds which the reader of the preceding pagefe 
already fully understands. I can hardly conceive,of 
structures reared by human hands .differing more 
essentially than the two classes in question. In the 
common use of adobes for buildirfg-material ; in the 
plain walls rising to a height of several stories; in 
the terrace structure, absence of doors in the lower 
story, and the entrance by ladders ; in the absence of 
arched ceilings of overlapping blocks, of all pyramidal 
structures, of sculptured blocks, of all architectural 
decorations, of idols, temples, and every trace of 
buildings evidently designed for religious rites, of 
burial mounds and human remains ; and in the char­
acter of the rock-inscriptions and miscellaneous relics, 
not to go farther into details, the New Mexican mon­
uments present no analogies to any of the southern 
remains. I do not mean to express a decided opinion 
that the Aztecs were not, some hundreds or thou­
sands of centuries ago, or even at a somewhat less 
remote period, identical with the natives of New 
Mexico, for 1 have great faith in the power of time 
and environment to work unlimited changes in any 
people ; 1 simply claim that it is a manifest absurdity 
to suppose that the monuments described were the 
work of the Aztecs during a migration southward, 
since the eleventh century, or of any people nearly 
allied in blood and institutions to the Aztecs as they 
were found in Amihuac.

3. Not only do the ruins of this group bear no' 
resemblance to those of the south, but they represent 
in all respects buildings like those still inhabited by 
the Pueblo tribes and the Moguls, and do not differ 
more among themselves than do the dwellings of the 
peoples mentioned. Every one of them may be most 
reasonably regarded as the work of the direct an­
cestors of the present inhabitants of the Pueblo
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towns, who did not differ to any great extent in 
civilization or institutions from their descendants, 
though they may very likely have been vastly su­
perior to them in power and wealthy Consequently 
there is not a single relic in the whole region that 
requires the agency of any extinct race of people, or 
any other nations—-using the word in a somewhat 
wider signification than has sometimes been given to 
it in the preceding volumes—than those now living 
in the country. Not only do the remains not point 
in themselves to any extinct race, hut if there were 
any traditional or other evidence indicating the past 
agency of such a race, it would he impossible to rec­
oncile the traditional with the monumental evidence 
except by the supposition that the Pueblos are a 
foreign people who took possession of the abandoned 
dwellings of another race, whose institutions they 
imitated to the best of their ability; but I do not 
know that such a theory has ever been advanced. I 
am aware that this conclusion is sadly at variance 
with the newspaper reports in constant circulation, of 
marvelous cities, the remnants of an advanced but 
extinct civilization, discovered by some trapper, 
miner, or exploring expedition. I am also aware of 
the probability that many ruins in addition to those 
1 have been able to describe, have been found by 
military officials, government explorers, and private 
individuals during the past ten years; and I hope 
that the appearance of this volume may cause the 
publication of much additional information on the 
subject,—but that any of the newly discovered mon­
uments differ in type from those previously known, 
there is much reason to doubt. Very many of the 
newspaper accounts referred to relate to discoveries 
made by Lieut. Wheeler’s exploring party during the 
past two or three years. Lieut. Wheeler informs me 
that the reports, so far as they refer to the remains 
of an extinct people, are without foundation, and that 
his observations have led him to a conclusion practi-
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cally the same as my own respecting the builders of 
the ruined Pueblo towns.

4. It follows that New Mexico, Arizona, and 
northern Chihuahua were once inhabited by agricul­
tural semi-civilized tribes, not differing more among 
themselves than do the Pueblo tribes of the pres­
ent time; the most fertile valleys of the region were 
cultivated by them, and were dotted by fine town- 
dwellings of stone and adobe, occupied in common 
by many families, similar but superior to the pres­
ent Pueblo towns. At least a century, probably 
much longer, before the Spaniards made their appear­
ance, the decline of this numerous and powerful peo­
ple began, and it has continued uninterruptedly down 
to the present time, until only a mere remnant in the 
Rio Grande and Moqui towns is left. Before the 
Spaniards came all the southern towns, on the Gila 
and its tributaries, had been abandoned; since that 
time the decline of the northern nations, which the 
Spaniards found in a tolerably flourishing condition, 
is a matter of history. The reason of the decline 
this is hardly the place to consider, but it is doubtless 
to the inroads of outside warlike and predatory tribes 
like the Apaches that we must look for the chief 
cause. It is not impossible that natural changes in 
the surface of the region, such as the drying-up of 
springs, streams, or lakes, may have also contributed 
to the same effect. These changes, however, if such 
took place, were probably gradual in their operation; 
for the location of the ruins in what are still in most 
cases among the most fertile valleys, either in the 
vicinity of water, or at least of a dried-up stream, 
and their absence in every instance in the absolutely 
desert tracts, show pretty conclusively that the towns 
were not destroyed suddenly by any natural convul­
sion which radically changed the face of the country. 
It is not difficult to imagine how the agricultural 
Pueblo communities, weakened perhaps at first by 
some international strife which forced them to neulect
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the tillage of their land, and hard pressed by more 
than usually persistent inroads from hands of Apaches 
who plundered their crops and destroyed their irriga­
tion-works, visited perchance by pestilence, or by 
earthquakes sent by some irate deity to dry up their 
springs, were forced year by year to yield their fair 
fields to the drifting sands, to abandon their south­
ern homes and unite their forces with kindred 
northern tribes. At last came the crowning curse of 
a foreign civilization, which has well nigh extinguished 
an aboriginal culture more interesting and admirable, 
if not in all respects more advanced, than any other 
in North America, and has thus far substituted 
nothing better. In future efforts, backed by a rail­
road, it may be more successful.

/
5



CHAPTER XII.

ANTIQUITIES OF THE NORTHWEST.

General Character of North-western Remains—No Traces of 
Extinct or of Civilized Races—Antiquities of California- 
Stone Implements—Newspaper Reports—Taylor’s Work -Col­
orado Desert Trail and Rock-Inscriptions—IUtiial Relics of 
Southern California—Bones of Giants Mounds in the Sati- 
coy Valley—New Almadrn Mine—I’re-Historic Relics in the 
Mining Shafts—Stone Implements, Human Bones, and Re­
mains of Extinct Animal Species—Voy’s Work San Joaquin 
Relics — Merced Mounds—Martinez — Shell Mounds round 
San Francisco Ray, and their Contents—Relics from a San 
Francisco Mound—Antiquities of Nevada Utah Mounds of 
Salt Lake Vali.ey—Colorado—Remains at Golden City—Ex­
tensive Ruins in Southern Colorado and Utah—Jackson's 
Expedition — Mancos and St Elmo CaSons— Idaho and Mon­
tana Oregon—Washington Mounds on Ri te Prairie—Yaki­
ma Earth work — British Columbia —Deans’ Explorations— 
Mounds and Earth works of Vancouver Island—Alaska.

Ruins of the New Mexican Pueblo type, described 
in the preceding chapter, extend across the boundary 
lines of New Mexico and Arizona, and have been 
found by travelers in southern Utah and Colorado; 
•stone and hone implements similar to those used by 
the natives when the first Europeans came and since 
that time, are frequently picked up on the surface or 
taken from aboriginal graves in most parts of the 
whole northern region ; a few scattered rock-inscrip­
tions are reported in several of the states ; burial

(087)
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mounds and other small earth-heaps .of unknown use 
are seen in many localities; shell mounds, some of 
them of great size, occur at various points in the 
coast region, as about San Francisco Bay and on 
Vancouver Island, and they i ' might he found 
along nearly the whole coast line; and the mining 
shafts of California have hrpught to light human re­
mains, implements wrought by human hands, and 
bones of extinct animals, at great depths below the sur 
face, evidently of great age. With the preceding 
paragraph and a short account of the ruins of Col­
orado, I might consistently dispose of the antiquities 
of the Northwest.

There has not been found and reported on good au­
thority a single monument or relic which is sutticient 
to prove that the country was ever inhabited by anv 
people whose claims to be regarded as civilized were 
superior to those of the tribes found by Europeans 
within its limits. It is true that some implements 
may not exactly agree with those of the tribes now 
occupying the same particular locality, and some 
graves indicate slight differences in the manner of 
burial, but this could hardly be otherwise in a country 
inhabited by so many nations whose boundaries were 
constantly changing. Yet 1 have often heard the 
Aztec relics of California and Oregon verv confident! v 
spoken of. It is a remarkable fact that to most men 
who find a piece of stone bearing marks of having 
been formed by human hands, the very first idea sug­
gested is that it represents an extinct race, while the 
last conclusion arrived at is that the relic may be the 
work of a tribe still living in the vicinity where it was 
found.

California has within her limits large quantities of 
native utensils and many burial deposits, some of 
which doubtless date back to the time when no Euro­
pean had yet set foot in the country. A complete 
description of such relics, illustrated with cuts of

3962
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typical specimens from different sections of the state, 
would be of great value in connection with the ac­
count of the Californian tribes given in a preceding 
volume; but unfortunately the material for such de­
scription and cuts are utterly wanting, and will not 
be supplied for many years. Officers and assistants 
connected with the U. S. Coast Survey and other 
government exploring expeditions, are constantly, 
though slowly, gathering relics for the national col­
lection, and a few individuals acting in an unofficial 
capacity have examined certain localities and de­
scribed tie aboriginal implements found therein 
through trustworthy mediums. But most of the 
discoveries in this direction are recorded only in news­
paper accounts, which, in a large majority of cases, 
offer no guarantee of their authenticity or accuracy. 
Many are self-evident hoaxes ; many others are doubt­
less as reliable as if published in the narrative of the 
most trust-worthy explorer or in the transactions of 
any learned society; but to decide upon the relative 
merits of the great bulk of these accounts is alto­
gether impossible, to say nothing of the absencç of 
drawings, which, after all, are the only satisfactory 
description of miscellaneous relics. 1 therefore deem 
it not advisable to till the pages of a lung chapter 
with a compilation of the almôst innumerable news­
paper items in my possession, useless for the most 
part to antiquarians, and' comparatively without in­
terest to the general reader. Dr Alex. S. Taylor has 
already made quite a complete compilation of the 
earlier accounts in Californian newspapers, which he 
published in the California Fanner in I 8(iU-3. With­
out, as a rule, going into details, 1 shall present a 
brief resume of what has been written about Califor­
nian relics of aboriginal times, giving in full oidy a 
few reports of undoubted authenticity.1

1 ‘Since the landing of the Pilgrims at Plymoth Rook, down to the 
present moment, relics of a lost race have been exhumed from the beneath 
the surface of terra firma in various parts of the continent. While every sec­
tion of tin- United States has produced mure or less of these ancient rem- 

Vul. IV. 44
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Brasseur de Bourbourg tells us that in the distant 
nortli “was found anciently a city named Tula, the 
ruins of which are thought to have been found in 
the valley, still so little explored, of Tulares. The 
Americans have announced in their newspapers the 
discovery of these Californian ruins, hut can one 
credit the reports?” Brasseur possibly alludes in the 
paragraph quoted to certain reports circulated, about 
1853, which announced the discovery, somewhere in 
the desert of the Colorado on the California side, of 
a ruined bridge of stone, where no river had run for 
ages, together with an immense pyramid, and other 
grand remains. These reports seem to have orig­
inated in the correspondence of a Placerville news­
paper; hut whether they were manufactured in the 
office of the paper, or were actually sent in l^y some 
roaming prospector of an inventive turn of mind, 
does not appear.2

Mr Blake found in the Colorado desert “several 
long, path-like discolorations of the surface, extending 
for miles in nearly straight lines, which were Indian 
trails. The only change which was produced appeared 
to he the removal or dimming of the polish Ion the 
pebbles. There was no break in the lyird Surface, 
and no dust. That the distinctness of the trail was 
made by the removing of the polish only, became 
evident from the fact that figures and Indian hiero­
glyphics were traced, or imprinted, on the surface 
adjoining the path, apparently-by pounding or bruis­
ing the surface layer of the pebbles* These trails 
seemed very old, and may have endured for many 
generations.”3 A writer in the Bulletin mentions a 
road which extends from the mouth of the Coahuila 
Valley of San Gorgonio Pass, beginning at Noble’s

mints, California has, perhaps, yielded'more in proportion to the extent <>f 
territory, than any other part of the Union/ Carpenter, in Hesperian, vol.
v., p. 357.

2 Brasseur de Bourbourg, Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. i., p. 170; San Fran­
cisco Kvcninff Bulletin, Fen. 11, 1802; Cal. Farmer, Dee. 14, 1800.

3 lilake, in Vac. R. R. Rept., vul. v., p. 117./

ANTIQUITIES OF CALIFORNIA.
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ranch, eastwardly across the desert in almost a 
straight line, to the mouth of the Colorado Canon. 
The earth is worn deep, and along its course the 
surface is strewn with broken pottery. In many of 
the soft rocks the imprints of the feet of men and 
animals are still plainly visible. The road is not 
much over a foot wide, and from it branch off side 
paths leading to springs or other sources of water.4 
The only other remains in the desert of which 1 find 
any record are some rock-inscriptions at Pah Ute 
Creek, located about thirty miles west from the 
Mojave villages. Mr Whipple gives a drawing of 
the inscriptions, which bear a strong resemblance in 
their general character, as might be expected, to 
those which’ have been found in so many localities 
in the New Mexican region.6

The vertical face of a granite cliff at San Fran- 
cisquito Pass, near a spring, was covered with carved 
characters, prfib&bly similar to those last described. 
One of the characters resembled a long chain, with a 
ball at one end, surrounded by rays like those em­
ployed in our representations of the sun; another 

1 was like in form to\an anchor. Well-worn ancient 
foot-paths, old reservoirs, and other undescribed relics 
arc reported in the vicinity of Owen’s lake and river.6 
Painted figures in blue, red, and white, arc reported, 
together with some Spanish inscriptions of a date 
preceding 1820, in Painted Hock Valley, four days’ 
journey east by south from Tejon Pass, also in the 
cahada of the San Juan arroyo, which empties into 
the Salinas River near the mission of San Miguel. 
In the former case the figures are painted on a blue 
grayish rock, about twenty feet square and hollowed 
out in bowl shape.7

4 San Francisco Eccninrj Bulletin, Feb. 11, 1802.
1 IF/'tipple, Etrbank, ami Turner, in Bac. 11. 11. Rent., vol. iii., p. 42.
6 If lake, in Bae. R. It. Keptvol. v., pp. 50 7 ; Cal. Fanner, March 

28, 1802, Dec. 21. 1800. Also pottery, nainted and carved clitl'-inscrip- 
tions, and lines of large atones on the n ill-tops. Alta California, Jnlv, 
1800.

7 San Francisco Eccnimj Bulletin, Feb. 11, 1802. ‘Un the South Tule
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Mr Paul Schumacher, engaged in the service of 
the United States Coast Survey, has taken great 
interest in Californian aboriginal relics, which he has 
collected for the Smithsonian Institution at Wash­
ington. In the vicinity of San Luis Obispo, be­
tween points Sal and San Luis, he examined during 
the past year four graves or burial deposits, known 
as uipoino, ivalckhc, Ices mall, temeteti. These graves 
furnished some three hundred human skeletons, or 
rather about that number were examined, and also 
quite a large number of domestic utensils, weapons, 
and ornaments. Among these relics great uniformity 
is observed, indicating that all the graves belonged to 
the same tribe of natives. Nine specimens are shown 
in the cut on the opposite page, made from Mr 
Schumacher’s drawings. Fig. 1,2, and 9, represent 
large cooking-pots, globular or pear-shaped, and hol­
lowed out of magnesian mica. The circular opening 
of tig. 9, having a small and narrow rim, measures 
only tivc inches in diameter, while the greatest di­
ameter of the pot is eighteen inches. Near the edge 
of the opening this vessel is only a quarter of an 
inch thick, but the thickness increases regularly 
towards the bottom, where it is an inch and a quar­
ter. Sandstone mortars of different dimensions, hut 
•of similar forms, were found in great abundance with 
the other utensils, one of the largest of which is 
shown in tig. 8. This is sixteen inches in diameter 
and thirteen in height. The smallest are only an

' Vi

river, twelve miles from the vmlleyjfls what is called the Painted Pork a 
smooth Hat rock horizontally stfcm^hrted by perpendicular walls on either side 
about seven feet from the ground, with a surface of 200 square feet smooth 
and level on the walled sides on which is jiainted in no very artistic six le, 
representations of animals, reptiles, and birds, and rude paintings of men, 
women, and children. The painting has without doubt been done by the 
present race of Indians. None of the Indians now living, however, have 
any knowledge or tradition by< whom or when it was done. This rock and 
the remains of their habitations in many localities on the different streams 
are the only indications of their long occupancy of this valley.' Ma/thtf 
(Indian Agent at Title River), letter of Aug. 10, 1872, MS. Painted ligures 
in ii large cave near the hot springs of Tularcitos hills, east of M outcry ; a ho 
on headwaters of the San Juan or Kstrella creek. Cal. Farmer, April-», 
1800.
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inch and a half high, and three inches in diameter. 
Fhe pestles are of the same material, and their form 
is shown in fig. 3. There was moreover, quite an 
assortment of what seem to he cups, measuring from 
one and a quarter to six inches in diameter, and 
neatly worked out of serpentine, the surface of which 
was brightly polished. Specimens are shown in fig. 
5 and 7. Another similar one, the smallest found, 
was enclosed in three shells, in a very curious man­
ner, as shown in fig. ti. In this enclosed1 cup was a 
quantity of what is described as paint; and traces of 
the same material were found in all the cups, indi­
cating that they were not used to contain food. Fig. 
4 represents a plate which is presumably of stone, 
although the cut would seem to indicate a shell. 
These domestic implements deposited hy the abo­
rigines with their dead were rarely broken, and when 
they were so, the breakage was caused in every 
instance by the pressure of the soil or other super­
imposed objects. ( )ne peculiar circumstance in con­
nection with these relics was that some broken 
mortars and pestles were repaired by the use of 
asplmltum as a cement. All the relics collected bv 
Mr Schumacher, as well as those which I have 
copied, are preserved in the National Museum at 
Washington.8 The same explorer is now engaged 
in making an examination of the islands of the Santa 
Barbara Channel, when; it is not improbable that 
many interesting relics may be discovered. Mr Tay­
lor beard from a resident of San Buenaventura that 
“in a recent stay on Santa Rosa Island, in 18(> 1, lie 
often met with the entire skeletons of Indians in the 
caves. I'lie signs of their ranclierias were very fre­
quent, and the remains of nictates, mortars, earthen 
pots, and other utensils very common. The nictates 
were of a dark stone, and made somewhat after the 
pattern of the Mexican. Extensive caves were often

* Sr/iit/n/tchrr, Some Articles found in Anient tleaves of Californio, 

MSS., presented by the author.
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met with which seemed to serve as burial places of 
the I lulians, as entire skeletons and numerous skulls 
were plentifully scattered about in their recesses.” 
Some very wonderful skulls are also reported as 
having been found on the islands, furnished with 
double teeth all the way round the jaw.8

Miscellaneous relics reported on authority varying 
from indifferent to bad at different points in the 
southern part of the state, are as follows: In 1819 
an old lady saw a gigantic skeleton dug up by sol­
diers at Purfsima on the Loinpock rancho. The na­
tives deemed it a god, and it was re-buried by 
direction of the padre. Taheechaypah pass and the 
mission of San Buenaventura are other localities 
where skeletons of extraordinary size have been found. 
The old natives at San Luis Rey have seen in the 
mountain passes tracks of men and animals in solid 
rock. These tracks were made, those of the men at 
least, by their fathers fleeing from some convulsion 
of nature which occurred not many generations back. 
Nine miles north of Santa Barbara on the Dos Pueb­
los rancho, some small mounds only two or three 
feet high have been seen on the point of the mesa 
overlooking the sea. Mr Carvalho claims to have 
dug from a small mound near I»s Angeles the hones 
of a mastodon, including four perfect teeth, one of 
which weighed six pounds. Miss Saxon speaks of 
high mounds in the vicinity of rivers, said to have 
been once the site of villages so located for protection 
against floods.10

In the plain at the mouth of the Saticoy River, 
twelve miles below San Buenaventura, and five or six 
miles from the sea, are reported two mounds, regular, 
rounded, and bare of trees. One of them is over a 
mile long and two hundred feet high, and the other 
about half as large. If the report of their existence

9 Taylor's 1 ndianoloyy, in Cal. Farnar, «Ian. 17. 1SG‘2, Mardi V, 1S(>().
10 San Francisni Ereniny Bulletin, .Ian. 1S(14; ('"l. Farna r, May

.3, Mardi (>, 1S(>3; Carralhds lurid, of Trar., j>. ‘24V; Saxon's Colden
Sale, ]i. 1‘2G; JVinnncl, Californien, j». 13.



w

69G ANTIQUITIES OF CALIFORNIA.

is correct, there seems to be no evidence that they 
are of artificial formation, except their isolated posi­
tion on the plain, and a native tradition that they are 
burial-places. One writer suggests that they are the 
graves of a people, or of their kings, whose cities are 
buried beneath the waters of the Santa Barbara 
Channel. The site of the cities presents some obsta­
cles to exploration, and the details of their construc­
tion are not fully known, t wenty miles farther up the 
Saticoy is a group of small mounds, ten or twelve in 
number and five or six feet high. They “seem to 
have been water-worn or worked out by running 
water all around the mounds so as to isolate each one.” 
Near these mounds, on the Cayetano rancho, is a field 
of some five hundred acres, divided by parallel ridges 
of earth, and having distinct traces of irrigating 
ditches, supplied by a canal which extends two or 
three miles up the Sespe arroyo. It is said that the 
present inhabitants of this region, both native and 
Spanish, have no knowledge of the origin of these 
agricultural works.11

It is said that the New Almaden quicksilver mines 
were worked by the natives for the purpose of obtain­
ing vermilion, long before the coming of the Span­
iards. The excavation made by the aboriginal miners 
was long supposed to be a natural cavern, extending 
about one hundred feet horizontally into the bill, un­
til some skeletons, rude mining tools, and other relics 
of human presence revealed the secret.12

In various localities about Monterey, in addition to 
the usual mortars and arrow-heads, holes in the living 
rock, used probably as mortars for pounding acorns 
and seeds, are reported by Taylor; and the Santa 
Cruz ‘skull cave’ is spoken of as ‘noted throughout

11 San Francisco Firming Bulletin, Feb. 11, 1802; Cal. Farmer, March 
28, 1802, Man'll 0, 1808.

** Lord's Xat., vol. i., j>. 200. ‘A quantity of run mi stones, evidently 
from the brook, was found in a passage with a number of skeletons; the 
destruction of life having been caused undoubtedly by the sudden caving 
in of the earth, burying the unskilled savages in the midst of their labors.’ 
Pioneer, vol. ii., p. 221.
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the country’ for having furnished bones now preserved 
in the Smithsonian Institution.13

One of the most interesting classes pf Californian 
antiquities is that which includes aboriginal remains 
discovered in the mining counties, at considerable 
depths below the surface of the ground. The stone 
implements thus found are not in themselves partic­
ularly interesting, or different from those which 
have been found under other circumstances; nor do 
they include any specimens which indicate the for­
mer existence of any race more advanced than that 
found in the country by Europeans. But the chief 
importance of these antiquities consists in the great 
depth at which some of theffi have been found, and in 
the fact that they have been fo'und in connection with 
the fossil bones of animals belonging to species now 
no longer existing in the country. The existence of 
the work of human hands buried hundreds of feet be­
neath the many successive layers of different rocks 
and earths, might not necessarily imply a greater age 
than one dating a few centuries before the coming-of 
the Spaniards; although few would be willing to ad­
mit, probably, that natural convulsions so extensive 
have taken place at so recent an epoch. But when 
the work of human hands is shown to have been dis­
covered in connection with the bones of mastodons,- 
elephants, horses, camels, and other animals long since 
extinct, and that they have been so found there seems 
to be sufficient proof, it is hardly possible with con­
sistency to deny that these implements date from a 
remote antiquity. Newspaper items describing relics 
of this class are almost numberless; a tew of the 
specimens have fallen into the hands of scientific men, 
who have carefully examined and described them; but 
a great majority, even of such implements as have not 
been completely overlooked by the miner who dug or

13 Tai/lur, in Cal. Farmer, April ‘JO, 1 SOU ; Wimmclt Californien, pp 
27 8.
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washed them from their deep resting-places, have been 
lost after exciting a momentary curiosity, and their 
important testimony lost to science. Mr (J. 1). Voy 
of Oakland has shown much energy and interest in 
the examination of stone implements and fossils 
from the mines. The relics themselves have of course 
been found in almost every instance by miners in 
their search for gold; but Mr Voy has personally vis­
ited most of the localities where such discoveries 
were reported, and seems to have taken all possible 
pains to verify the authenticity of the discoveries, 
having in many cases obtained sworn statements from 
the parties who made them. An unpublished manu­
script written by this gentleman is entitled Jlelic.s of 
the Stone Age in California, and is illustrated with 
many photographs of specimens from his own and 
other collections. This work, kindly furnished mo by 
Mr Voy, is probably the most complete extant on the 
subject, and from it I take the following descriptions. 
The author proceeds by counties, first describing the 

geology of each county, and then the relics of whose 
existence he has been able to learn, and the localities 
where they were found. Except a brief statement in 
a few cases of the depth at which stone remains 
were found, and of the strata that covered them, I 
shall not touch upon the geologic formation of tlie 
mining region. Nor does a particular or scientific de­
scription of the fossil remains come within the scope 
of my work. A brief account of the stone imple­
ments and the positions in which they have been dis­
covered will suffice.

Of all the counties Tuolumne has apparently 
proved the richest in antiquarian remains. From the 
mining tunnels which penetrate Table Mountain 
there was taken in 1858 a stone mortar holding two 
quarts, at a depth of three hundred feet from the sur­
face, lying in auriferous gravel under a thick strata 
of lava. In 18(12 another mortar was found at a 
depth of three hundred and forty feet, one hundred
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and four of which were composed of lava, and eight­
een hundred feet from the mouth of the tunnel. This 
relic is in Mr Voy’s collection, accompanied by a 
sworn statement of the circumstances of its finding. 
Dr Snell is said to have had in his possession in 18G2 
a pendant or shuttle of silicious slate, similar to oth­
ers of which 1 shall give a cut; spear-heads six or 
eight inches long, and broken off at the hole where 
they were attached to the shaft; and a scoop, or 
ladle, of steatite. These relics were found under Ta­
ble Mountain at the same depth as the preceding, 
together with fossil bones of the mastodon and other 
animals, and are preserved in the Smithsonian Insti­
tute and in the museum of Yale College. The cut

Stone Mortar—Kincuiil Flat.



7(H) ANTIljVlTlE.S OF CALIFORNIA

represents a stone mortar and pestle, found at Kin­
caid Flat in clayey auriferous gravel, sixteen or 
twenty feet below the surface, where many other 
stone implements, with hones of the mastodon, ele­
phant, horse, find camel, have been found at different 
times. A bow handle, or shuttle, of micaceous slate 
found here will be shown in another cut with similar 
relics from a different locality.14

At Shaw’s Flat, with bones of the mastodon, a 
stone head of calc-spar, two inches long and the same 
in circumference, was taken from under a strata of 
lava at a point three hundred feet from the mouth of 
the tunnel. The granite mortar shown in the cut,

Granite Mortar -Shaw’s Flat.

mm.

holding about a pint, came from the same mining 
town.

At Blanket Creek, near Sonora, stone relics and 
bones ot the mastodon were found together in 1855.15

14 ‘In 18.77, Dr. C. F. XX inslow sent to the Boston Natural History Su- 
rivty, the fragment of a human cranium fourni in the “nay-dirt ” in connec­
tion with the hones of the mastodon and elephant, one hundred and eighty 
feet helow the surface of Table Mountain, ('alifornia. Dr. XX"inslow has 
described to me all the particulars in reference to this “find,” ami there 
is no doubt in his mind, that the remains of man and the great jiiadm- 
peds were deposited contemporaneously.’ Foster's Pre-Hist. Huns, pp. 
62-4.

15 Elephant's tusk five or six feet long, found in I860, ten feet helow the 
surface, and fifteen inches above the ledge in auriferous sand; also, li\c 
years before, many human skeletons, one of which was twice the usual
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Wood’s Creek was another locality where stone relics 
with fossil hones, including those of the tapir, are 
reported to have been dug out at a depth of twenty 
to forty feet. The mortar and pestle shown in the

Granite Mortar—Gold Springs Gulch.

mm
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cut is one of many stone implements found, with 
fossil hones, at Cold Springs Culch, in 18 <> ; », at a 
depth of sixteen feet in auriferous gravel, like the 
most of such relics. It is twelve and a half inches 
in diameter, weighs thirty pounds, and holds about 
two quarts. The cross-lines pecked in on the sides 
with some sharp instrument, are of rare occurrence it 
not unique. Among the other implements found 
here, are what Mr \*<>v describes as “discoidal stones, 
or perhaps spinal whorls. They are from three to 
four inches in diameter, and about an inch and a half
size, with stone mortars and pestles. Sonora Democrat, Dec. 1800; Cal. 
Farmer. Dev. ‘21, 1800, San Francisco Keen inn Hullcttn, Jan. ‘2*2, 1804.
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thick, both sides being concave, with centre perfo­
rated. It has been suggested that these stones were 
used in certain hurling games.” They are of granite 
and hard sandstone. The author has heard of similar 
relics in Ohio, Denmark, and Chili. Another relic, 
found at the same place in 18f>‘2, with the usual bones 
under twenty to thirty feet of calcareous tufa, is a 
flat oval dish of granite, eighteen inches and a half 
in diameter, two or three inches thick, and weighing 
forty pounds. It is shown in the cut, and, like the 
preceding, is preserved in Mr Voy’s cabinet, now at 
the University of California. Texas Flat was another

Granite Dish Gold Springs Gulch.

locality where fossil bones were found with fresh­
water shells.16

lti Other reported relics in Tuolumne county are as follows: A tooth of 
an animal of the elephant specie, twelve feet lielow surface, under an oak 
three feet in diameter, at Twist’s Knncli, near Mormon Crook, found in 
1SÛ1. llntchintjs Cal. May., vol. ii., ]>. ‘248, with cut. ‘A tolerably well 
executed representation of a deer’s foot, about six inches long, cut out of 
slate, and a tube about an inch in diameter, and live inches in length, 
made of the same material, and a small, Hat, rounded piece of some wry
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Calaveras County has also yielded many interest­
ing relies of a past age, of the same nature as those 
described in Tuolumne.17 The famous ‘Calaveras 
skull’ was taken from a mining shaft at Altaville, at 
a depth of one hundred and thirty feet beneath seven 
strata of lava and gravel.18 The evidence was suf- 
iicient to convince Prof. Whitney and other scientific 
men that this skull was'actually found as claimed, al­
though on the other hand some doubt and not a little 

e have been expressed about the subject. Many 
stone mortars and mastodon-hones have been found 
about Altaville and Murphy’s, but not under lava.19

hard Hint y rock, with a square hole in the center. They are all highly 
polished, and perfectly black with age. What gives a peculiar interest to 
these relics is the fact that they were found thirty feet below the surface, 
and over the spot where they were found a huge pine, the growth of cen­
turies, has reared its lofty head.’ These relics were found at I ><m Pedro’s 
liar in iStil. ( W. Farmer, June 14, 18(51, from Columbia Tina s, May, 18(11. 
‘An Indian arrow-head, made of stone, as at the present dav, was lately 
picked up from the solid cement at Buckeye 11 ill, at a depth of SO feet 
from the surface, and about one foot from the bed-rock.’ Tai/lnr, in Cal. 
Farmer, Nov. V, 18(10; Hist. May., vol. V., p. 5*2; San Franeisei, Erenimj 
Bulletin, Oct. (1, 18(54.

17 ‘An immense number of skulls were found by Captain Mo ruga in the 
vicinity of a creek, which, from that circumstance, was called Calaveras, 
or the river of skulls. The story was, that tin- tribes from tbe Sierras came 
down to the valley to fish for Salmon. To this the Valley Indians ob­
jected, and, as the conllict was irrepressible, a bloody battle was fought, and 
three thousand «lead bodies were left to whiten tbe banks with their bones. 
The county in which the river rises assumed its name.’ Tntlafl's Hist. < ’al., 
p. :to:t. ‘ k

M 1. Black lava, 40 feet; 2, gravel, 3 feet ; 3. light lava, 30 feet ; 4, 
gravel, 5 feet ; 5, light lava, 15 feet ; (5, gravel, 25 feet ; 7, dark brown lava, 
V feet ; 8, (in which tbe skull was found ) gravel, 5 feet; V, red lava, 4 feet ; 
10, red gravel, 17 feet. Cal. Aearf. A ’at. Seienees, \ <d. in., pp. 277 8. ‘This 
skull, admitting its authenticity, carries back the advent of man to the 
Pliocene Bpoch, and is therefore older than the stone implements of the 
drift -gravel of Abbeville and Amiens, or the relies furnished by the cave- 
dirt of Belgium and Prance.’ Foster's Fre-l/ist. Hans, pp 52 t.

1,1 ‘It was late in tbe month of August (the 10th l, 18 IP, that the gold 
diggers at one of the mountain diggings called Murphy’-, vere snrprise«l, 
in examining a high barren district of mountain, to find the abandoned 
site of an antiuuc mine. "It is evidently,’’ says a wrih r. "the work of 
ancient times.’ The shaft discovered is two hundred and ten feet deep. 
Its mouth is situated on a high mountain. It was several days before 
preparations could In* completed to descend and explore it The bones of 
a human skeleton were found at the bottom. There were also found an 
altar for worship and other evidences of ancient labor. No evidences 
have been discovered to denote tlie era of this ancient work. There lias 
been nothing to determine whether it is to be regarded as tbe remains of 
the explorations of the first Spanish adventurers, or of a still earlier period. 
The occurrence of the remains of an altar, looks like the period of Indian 
worship.’ Sekooleraft's Arch., vul. i., p. 105.

D0B
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At San Andrés, in 18f>4, according to sworn state­
ments in Mr Voy’s possession, large stone mortars 
were taken from a layer of cemented gravel six feet
thick, lying under the following strata:—coarse sedi­
mentary volcanic material, five feet ; sand and gravel, 
one hundred feet ; brownish volcanic ash, three feet ; 
cemented sand, four feet ; hlueish volcanic sand, fif­
teen feet. At the Chili Gulch, near Mokelumne 
Hill, the skull of a rhinoceros is reported to have 
been found in 18ü3.20

The mortar shown in the cut was found in gravel

Mortar from Shingle Springs.

20 Skulls obtained from a raw in Calaveras County, by Prof. Whitney. 
ami sent to the Smithsonian Institute. They showed no ditl'erencvs from 
the present Indians, who prohahly used the cave as a hurial place. Smdh- 
simian AV/»/., I SI >7 » p. -KN». Petrified mammoth thighbone, three and a 
half feet long, two and a uuarter feet in eireumferenec, Weighing lift \ -lour 
hounds, found at a dept h of thirty-five feet, at M urplix s Flat. Cal. I'amne, 
May "Jd, 1 from San Amins I mlr/nndntf. An arrantra or mill, Midi 
as is now used in grinding ijuartz, with a ijiiantity of crushed stone live tret 
helow surface near Porterfield, hi.. Nov. .'{(), ISfiO, May Hi, 181»-. At Pa- 
laveritas large mortars two or three feet hi diameter, with pestles, in tin* 
ancient hed of the river; at Valleeito human skulls in post diluvial strata 
over fifty feet deep; at Mokelumne Mill obsidian spear heads; at Murplix s 
mammoth hones forty feet deep. Cinnrrr, vol. iii., p. 41; San Frannsm 
H< raid, Nov. LM, from Calaveras Chronicle.

*
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at a depth of ten feet, at Shingle Springs in El Do­
rado County. Aft Georgetown and vicinity there 
were found at different dates, large stone dishes very 
similar to that at Gold Springs Gulch, shown in a pre­
ceding cut ; grooved stones like those at Spanish Flat, 
soon to lie mentioned ; and mortars resembling that at 
Kincaid Flat. At Spanish Flat were found several

Stone Hammer Spanish Flat.

V-i '

'WipSPE

• Vvij'A

oval stones with grooves round their circumference, as 
shown in the preceding cut, and weighing from a 
pound and a half to two pounds. They were appar­
ently used as hammers or weapons by fitting a withe 
handle round them at the groove. Many other mor­
tars and stone implements were taken from the 
same locality, including two pendants, shuttles, or 
how-handles, very well worked from greenstone, five 
or six inches long, and about one inch thick in the 
middle. These two relics, together with a similar 
one from Table Mountain before alluded to, are 
shown in the cut, At Diamond Spring mortars were 
found at a depth of a hundred feet, and both fossil 
hones and stone relics have been taken from time 
to time from the mines about Placerville.21

S<nt Brnncisco Kccnimj liidlt (in, .1 an. ‘2‘J, 1 S(>4; Wtnuml, CuliJbvnicu,
1' 1».

Vol. IV. 45
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Stone Implements—Spanish Flat.

In Placer County, mastodon bones are reported at 
Rockland, and stone mortars and other implements' 
at Gold Hill and Forest Hill. One dish at the lat­
ter place was much like that at Gold Springs Gulch, 
shown in a preceding cut.22

In Nevada County stone implements have been 
found at different dates, from ten to eighty feet be­
low the surface, at Grass Valley, Buckeye 11 ill, 
Myers Ravine, Brush Creek, and Sweetland.21

Fossil bones of extinct animals and stone imple­
ments like those that have been described, and which 
I do not deem it necessary to mention particularly,

22 ‘ An ancient skillet, made of lava, hard ns iron, circular, with a spout 
and three legs, was washed out of a deep claim at Forest 11 ill, a few days 
•since. It will he sent to the State Fair, as a specimen of crockerx used 
in the mines several thousand years ago.’ Grass I’allry Xutinmil, Sept. 
18G1, in San Francisco Fccnintj Unlit tin, .Ian. *2*2, 18(14. Same implement 
apparently found at Voloma in I S."> 1, 15 feet he low the surface, under an 
oak-tree not less than 1000 years old. Carpenter, in Hesperian, vol. \ , p. 
358.

23 ‘J. F. Sijuire, informs me that a strange inscription is found on the 
rocks a short distance he low Meadow Lake. The rocks appear to have 
been covered with a black coating, and the hieroglyphics or character- cut 
through tin1 layer and into the rock. This inscription was, probably, not 
made by the present tribe inhabiting the lower part of Nevada Counts. It 
may have been done by Indians from tin* other side of the mountains, who 
came to the lake region near tin* summit to tisli; or it may have still a 
stranger origin.’ Director// Xecat/a, 1857. A human fore arm bone with 
crystallized marrow, imbedded in a petrified cedar (>3 feet deep, at lied 
Dog. Grass Vallctf National, in San Francisco Krenintf Bulletin, dan. *22. 
1864.
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since such mention would be but a repetition of what 
has been said, with a list of depths and localities, 
have been found, according to Mr Voy’s explorations, 
in Butte County at New York Flat, Oroville, Bid- 
well’s Bar, and Cherokee Flat; in Stanislaus about 
Knight’s Ferry; in Amador at Volcano, Little Crass 
Valley, Jackson, Pokervillm Forest Home, and Fid- 
dletown; in Siskiyou at Trench Bar, on Scott River, 
at Yreka, and Cottonwood; in Trinity about Douglas 
City; in Humboldt, at Ferndale and Humboldt Point; 
in Merced at Snelling on Dry Creek; in Mariposa, 
at Horse Shoe Bend, Hornitos, Prineetown,—a mor­
tar thirty-six inches in diameter—Buckeye Ravine, 
Indian Culch, and Bear Creek; in Fresno at Bu­
chanan Hollow and Millerton; and at several points 
not specified in Tulare and Fresno.24

The cut shows a stone relic discovered in digging a

Relic from San Joaquin Valley.

24 Two hand mills (mortars) taken from the hank of the' Yuha River at 
a depth of Hi feet. ‘They are all made from it peculiar kind of stone, 
which 11<i8 the appearance of a combination of granite ami burr-stone.’ The 
pestles are usually of gneiss. Iui/I<n\ in ('ul. Funner, Dee. 14, lStill, May 
V, 1S(>2. At Metiilvary’s, Trinity Co., was discovered in lHôti, Hi feet 
below the surface, ‘an Indian skull encased in a sea shell, five by eight 
inches, inside of which were worked ligures and representations, both sin­
gular and beautiful, inlaid with a material imperishable, resembling gold, 
which would not, in nice, ingenious workmanship, disgrace the sculptor's 
art of the present day.' Sun Frunn.seu Frnun;/ Hullctin, Jan. £-. lstit, 
from Triuifi/ Drnmerut, ls.">(>. Slate tubes dug up near Oroville. I'ni/Jor, 
in ( Vf/. Funner, Nov. -, lsiiil. A collar-bone taken from the gravel ot the 
* great him1 lead ' not less than 1000 feet below the forest-covered surface, 
in 1ST>7. //ntchiinfs' >'<</. Mutfr, vol. ii., p. 417. Mammoth hones at < olum- 
hia, Stanislaus (’«)., do feet deep; and a hyena's tooth at Volcano, Amador 
Co., at a depth of 00 feet. Fin,ner, vol. iii., p. tl. Some dO dilVerent instance's 
of the discovery of fossil remains by miners have lieen noted in the Cali­
fornia papers since ISM. ('u/. Funner, May‘2d, 180*2; also four well-known 
cases of giant human remains. Id., March "2(1, lHtid. An immense block of 
porphyry whose sides ami top are carved with rude mystic ligures, in the 
Truckee Valley. ‘1 noticed one cluster of ligures in a circle, having in its 
centre a rude représentation of the sun, surrounded by about a dozen other
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well in the San Joaquin Valley, imbedded in the 
gravel thirty feet below the surface. “The material 
is sieiiite and the instrument is ground and polished 
so as to display in marked contrast the pure white of 
the feldspar and the dark-green or black of the horn­
blende. It is in the form of a double-cone, one end 
terminating in a point, while the other end is 
blunted, where it is pierced with a hole which in­
stead of being a uniform gauge, is rimmed out, the 
rimming having been started from the opposite sides. 
In examining this beautiful relic, one is led almost 
instinctively to believe that it was used as a plum­
met for the purpose of determining the perpendicular 
to the horizon. So highly-wrought a stone would 
hardly have been used as a sinker for a fishing-net: 
it may have been suspended from the neck as a 
personal ornament. When we consider its symmetry 
of form, the contrast of colors brought out bv the 
process of grinding and polishing, and the delicate 
drilling of the hole through a material so liable to 
fracture, we are free to say it affords an exhibition of 
the lapidary’s skill superior to anything yet furnished 
by the Stone Age of either continent,” at least such 
is Mr Foster’s conclusion. Frof Whitney states 
that lie has two or three similar implements, and 
that they are generally regarded as sinkers for use in 
fishing.‘u Mr Taylor tells us that he saw in Isf>, mi 
a high mesa, probably a league in circumference, mi 
or near tbe Merced River, thousands of small 
mounds, five or six feet high, and apparently of 
earth only.20 < apron says that on the plains of San 
Joaquin “are found immense mounds of earth, which 
present evidences of their great antiquity. It is 
supposed that they were thrown up, by the Indians,

ligures, uni1 of which exhibited a <|iiite truthful representation of a er.il». 
another like an anchor with a large ring, and still another representing .m 
arrow passing through a ring.’ ManjsrilU Ijnaorral, April, 18(>1. in C"l. 
Fanil' r, .lune I I. IKIil.

2» Fnsti r s Frr /lisf. Harrs, pp. o-Mt.
^ 8G In Cal. Fanner, March (>, 1803.
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for observatories, from which to survey the Hoods, 
or as places of resort for safety when the plains be­
came suddenly inundated, and the ranging hunters 
were caught far in the interior.”27 In the banks of a 
creek near Martinez, resting on yellow clay, under 
live feet of surface soil, a mortar and pestle were 
recently found by some boys, according to a local 
newspaper. The mortar was about sixty inches in 
circumference, and weighed nearly two hundred 
pounds. “It has the form of a slightly flattened 
well-rounded duck egg; and has evidently been arti­
ficially shaped in exterior form, as well as in the 
bowl, and looks as fresh as if it had but yesterday 
been turned off from the Indian sculptor’s bands, 
while the polish of the pestle is smooth and lustrous, 
as if it had been in daily use for the hundred or two 
years, at least, that it must have been lying under 
the inverted mortar, as shown by the level of live- 
feet accumulations of the valley-surface stratum of 
soil above the yellow day upon which it was fourni, 
together with the partially-decomposed remains of a 
human frame.”28

( )nly one class of Californian antiipiit ies remains 
to be mentioned the shell mounds. They are prob­
ably very numerous, and a thorough examination of 
their contents could hardly fail to be here as it has 
proved in Europe, a source of very important results 
in connection with ethnological studies. Little of 
nothing has been done in the way of such an exam­
ination, although a few mounds have been opened in 
excavating for roads or foundations of buildings. 
These few have yielded numerous stone, bone, and 
shell implements and ornaments, together with hu­
man remains, as is reported, but the relics have been 
for the most part lost or scattered, and submitted to 
no scientific examination and comparison. Dr Yates

87 ('apron's Hist„ Cal , |u 7">.
Martinez Contra * Hs/a (lazettc.
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sent to the Smithsonian Institute, in 1800, a collec­
tion of relics taken from mounds in Alameda County. 
It is not expressly stated that these were shell 
mounds, although 1 have heard of the existence of 
several in that county. This collection included, 
“stone pestles, perforators or awls, sinkers, a phallus, 
spindles, a soapstone ladle, stone mortar and pestle, 
pipe howls, shell and perforated stone ornaments, an 
ancient awl and serrated implements of hone.”211 A 
very large shell mound is reported near San Pablo, 
in ('ontra Costa County. It is said to he almost a 
mile long and a half a mile wide, and its surface is 
covered with shruhhery. The shells composing this 
mound are those of the oyster, clam, and mussel, all 
having been exposed to the action of fire, and nearly 
all broken. Fragments of pottery made of red clay 
are found on the surface and near the to]).30 Many 
smaller shell mounds are reported in the vicinity of 
San Mateo, and one has been opened in making a 
road at Saucelito during the present year, furnishing 
many stone relics, of which I have no particular de­
scription. Quite a number of mounds are known to 
exist on the peninsula of San Francisco, several 
being in the vicinity of the silk factory on the San 
Bruno road. ( hie of them covered an area of two 
acres, was at least twenty-five feet deep, and from 
it were taken arrow-heads, hi vs, and many 
other relics. One of these shell mounds, near the 
old Bay View race track is being opened by China­
men engaged in preparation for some building, as I 
write this chapter. Mr,lames Deans, of whose ex­
plorations I shall have more do say when treating of 
the antiquities of British Columbia, has brought me 
a large number of stone and bone re 1 icy taken from 
this deposit, the different classes of which arc illus­
trated in the accompanying cut. Fig. 1 is an awl of' 
deer-bone, and fig. 2 is another implement of flic

29 Siii it/iso ii in n Iit'jif., 18f>9, ]>. 3(>.
:,(l Fnstrr's Fn -Hist linn's, |ip IB.**-4.

4
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same material, variously grooved at the end. These 
hone implements occur by thousands, being from 
three to eight inches in length. Fig. 3, 4, are per­
haps stone sinkers, or as is thought by some, weights 
used in weaving, symmetrically formed, the former 
from diorite, the latter from sandstone, and not 
polished. Fig. 3 is four inches long, and an inch and 
a half in its greatest diameter. Hundreds of these 
pear-shaped weights are found in the mounds, but 
the end is usually broken off, as is the ease with 
fig. 4. Fig. 5 is an implement carved from a black 
clayey slate, and has a brightly polished surface. It 
is four inches long, one inch in diameter at the larger 
end, and three quarters of an inch at the smaller. 
It is hollow, but the bore diminishes in size regularly 
from each end, until at a point about an inch and a 
half from the smaller end it is only a quarter of an 
inch in diameter. I have no idea what purpose this 
implement was used for, unless it served as a handle 
for a small knife or awl, or possibly as a pipe.

Such is the rather fragmentary and unsatisfactory 
information 1 am able to present respecting aboriginal 
relics in California. Doubtless there are many relics, 
and valuable scraps of information respecting the 
circumstances of their discovery, in the possession of 
individuals, of which no mention is made in this chap­
ter indeed, 1 expect to hear of a hundred such cases 
within a month after the appearance of this volume: 
but many years must necessarily elapse before a satis­
factory and comprehensive account of the antiquities 
of our state can lie written, and in the meantime there 
is a promising field for patient investigation. The 
difference, after all, between this chapter and many of 
those that precede it, in respect to thoroughness, is 
more apparent than real ; that is, it results naturally 
from the nature of north-western remains. For if 
there were architectural monuments, pyramids, tem­
ples, and fortifications, or grand sculptured idols and
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decorations, in California and lier sister states, there 
is no don ht that such monuments would have been 
ere this more thoroughly explored than those of Pa- 
lempie ; and on the other hand, respecting the only 
classes of antiquities found in the Northwest, there 
Vet remains as much or more to learn in Mexico and 
Central America as in the Pacific United States.

Respecting the antiquities of Nevada, 1 have only 
the following account of a mined city in the south­
eastern part of the state, discovered by what is 
spoken of as the ‘ Morgan Exploring Expedition,’and 
described by a correspondent of the Acir York Trilxine. 
“On October :entre of a large valley
we discovered ; works, hut there were
no signs of their having been lately used. In the 
southern section of the same valley, was a curious 
collection of rocks, mounds and pillars, covering sev­
eral acres in extent and resembling the ruins of an 
ancient city. We saw some remnants of what had 
once been arches, with keystones still perfect, and a 
number of small stone pillars constructed with a pecu­
liar kind of red mortar or cement, set upright about 
twenty feet apart, as if they had been used to sup­
port an aqueduct for conveying water from a large 
stream half a mile distant, into the outskirts of the 
eitv. In some places the lines of streets were made 
distinctly visible by the great regularity of the stones. 
These streets were now covered with sand many feet 
deep, and seemed to run at right angles to each other. 
Some of the stones had evidently been cut into 
squares with hard tools, although their forms had 
been nearly destroyed by centuries of time. The im­
pression forced upon our minds was that the place 
had been once inhabited by human beings somewhat 
advanced in civilization. Many traders noticed the 
existence of similar ruins in other sections of the 
country between the Rocky and Sierra Nevada 
Mountains. They may probably he the sites of once

CZFCBW
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flourishing fields and haliitations of the ancient Az­
tecs.”31 It is just possible that the New Mexican 
type of ruins extends across into Nevada ns it is 
known to into Utah and Colorado, and that a group 
of such remains was the foundation of the report 
quoted. It Is quite as likely, however, that the report 
is groundless.

Mr line examined a group of burial mounds in the 
Salt Lake Valley, Utah, and took from them “flint 
spear heads, flint arrow-heads, stone implements and 
fragments of rude {lottery.” These mounds had the 
appearance of natural sand-hills, as the people in the 
vicinity supposed them to be.” An article in the 
Suit Lull' Tcl<‘i/r<ti>li is the only other authority that 
I find on these mounds, and this does not specify their 
locality. ‘ The mounds, as they exist to-day, do not 
exhibit much uniformity, but this can he accounted 
for by the disintegrating action of rains and winds, to 
which they have been so long subject. Immediately 
north, smith and west of the largest barrow, traces 
can be seen of others now all but obliterated, and the 
locality bears unmistakable evidences of once being 
the site of' very extensive e; ’ *;s. Inone mound
or barrow only, the largest, were remains found, and 
they were exposed on or very near the surface of the 
sandy soil, in one or two large hollows near the centre. 
The other harrows were destitute, at least on the sur­
face, I>ut what there may lie below it is hard to say. 
Of all the relies, except those of charred bone, which 
are comparatively plentiful, and some in a state in' pet­
rifaction, that of pottery is the most abundant, and 
to this day some of it retains a very perfect glaze. 
Much of it, however, is rough, and from the speci­
mens we saw, the art does not appear to have attained 
to so high a degree of perfection as among the ancient 
nations that inhabited the Mississippi and ( tliio val-

31 San Francisco Ercnint/ Bulletin, Oct. 10, 1800.
32 Uni's West mini In/ liai/, )iji. 10‘J-4.

2075
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leys. The largest piece of pottery seen was not 
above three inches square, and it appeared, as did all 
the other pieces, to have formed a portion of some 
rounded vessel, prohahly a cinerary urn or something 
of that kind. ( )tlier articles were seen, such as a 
fragment of pearly shell, several other shells, a white 
cylindrical bead, a small ring probably a bead also, 
and a stone knife.” There were also several nicely 
shaped arrow heads, of obsidian, agate, rock-crystal, 
carnelian, and Hint. Granite mills are mentioned in 
addition to the other relics.33 The same authority 
speaks of an extensive fortification or entrenched 
camp at the head of Coon’s Canon, about twenty 
miles south-west of Salt Lake City. The works an­
no w from four to eight feet high, and the places of 
entrance are distinctly marked.

Kemv and Brenchley note the finding of colored 
pottery at Cedar City, indicating “that the 
city is built on the site of a considerable city belong­
ing to the Aztecs,” for there is no state anywhere in 
the north where the Aztecs did not live at some time 
or other. W hole specimens of pottery are not found, 
but the fragments are said to show a high degree 
of perfection; the same authors claim that furnaces 
for the manufacture of pottery are still seen, and 
further say : “At some miles to the north as well 
as to the south of Cedar, to the north near Little 
Halt Lake, to the south near Harmony,- are to be 
seen great rocks covered over with glyphic inscrip­
tions, some portions of which, sketched at random, 
are accurately represented in our engraving. These 
inscriptions or figures are coarsely executed ; but 
they all represent objects easy of recognition, and 
for the most part copied from nature.”14 I'Tum 
Carvalho I quote that “on Red Creek cation, six 
miles north of Rarowan there are very massive, ab-

31 Salt Hake Tclryraph, quoted in San Francisco Krcniny liullcttn, Oct. 
V, 18118.

34 Hem y and Jïrcuchlcijs Journey, col. ii., ]>]>. 3(îl -Ô.
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Rock-Inscriptions—Utah.

rupt granite rocks, wliich rise perpendicularly out of 
the valley to the height of many hundred feet. On 
the surface of many of them, apparently engraved 
with some steel instrument, to the depth of an inch, 
are numerous hieroglyphics, representing the human 
hand and foot, horses, dogs, rabbits, birds and also a 
sort of zodiac. These engravings present the same 
time-worn appearance as the rest of the rocks; the 
most elaborately engraved figures were thirty feet 
from the ground. 1 had to clamber up the rocks to 
make a drawing of them. These engravings evi­
dently display prolonged and continued labor, and 1 
judge them to have been executed by a different class 
of persons than the Indians, who now inhabit these 
valleys and mountains—ages seem to have passed 
since they were done. When we take into consider­
ation the compact nature of the blue granite and the 
depth of the engravings, years must have been spent 
in their execution. For what purpose were they 
made? and by whom, and at what period of time? 
It seems physically impossible that those 1 have 
mentioned as being thirty feet from the valley, could 
have been worked in the present position of the 
rocks. Some great convulsion of nature may have 
thrown them up as they now are. Some of the
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figures are ns large as life, many of them about one- 
fourth size.” The same author reports the remains 
of an adobe town a mile further down the canon, 
with implements—remains said to have been found 
there hy the first Mormons that came to the valley.® 
Mr Foster ipiotes from a Denver paper an item 
recording the discovery of a mound in southern 
Utah, which yielded relics displaying great artistic 
skill;36 and finally I take from Mr Schoolcrafts work 
cuts showing inscriptions on a cliff in a locality not

Rock-Inscriptions— Utah.

clearly specified.117 Some remains in the south­
eastern corner of the state 1 shall mention in con­
nection with those of Colorado.

About half a mile west of Colden City. Jefferson 
County, Colorado, Mr Lierthoud reports to the Smith-

35 Carvalho'* I nra/. of Trftv., pp. -Of) 7.
3G Foster's Fre-llist. Harrs, p. 152.
37 SchuolrmJ't's Arch., vol. iii.,p. 4U3.
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solium Institution the existence of sonic ancient re­
mains, at I lie junction of two ravines. They consist 
of a central mound of granitic sand not over twelve 
inches high, with traces of live or six shallow pits 
about it ; all surrounded by traces of a wall consisting 
ol a circle ol moss-covered rough stones |iarllullv un 
hedded in the soil. South of the central mound is 
also a saucer shaped pit, measuring twelve feet In 
width and from fifteen to eighteen inches in depth. 
At this point I>uHalo-hones and fragments ol antlers 
are plentiful, and pieces of flint with plates of mica 
have also heen discovered.” Mr Karnham speaks ol 
a ruined city covering an area of one mile by three 
fourths of a mile, with streets crossing at, right 
angles, buildings of rough trap rock in cement, a 
mound in the centre, and much glazed pottery all 
this on the north hank ol the ( 'olorado, lour hundred 
miles up the river, and as likely to lie in the terri 
torv of ('olorado as any where.Mr hosier ipiotes 
from a Denver newspaper a report of large granite 
blocks, of the nature of ‘dolmens’ standing in an up 
right position, on the summit of the Snowy I hinge ;w 
and Taylor had heard through the newspapers of pvr 
amids and bridges in this territory.11

There remain to be described in this part of the 
country only the remains of aboriginal structures 
in the south-western corner ol Colorado and the 
southeastern corner of l tali, remains which, a I 
though made known to the world only through a 
three or four days’ exploration by a party of three 
mi'll, are of the greatest interest and importance. 
They are found in t(he valleys or canons of the rivers 
Maliens and MeKhno, northern tributaries of the 
San ,1 uan, on the southern tributaries of which river

'■i* Smithson lit n l*i'/>/., 1807, ]>. -103.
n Inrn/itiin's l.ifr in ('it/., |>|i. 3Hi-17.

/ uvAr'.v I’l't-llist. Itiirr.s, I». l.YJ
11 Tin/lnr, in ('a/. F(unm\ June 'I'l, 1800.
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lire the ruins, already deserihed, of the ('lineo and 
< -hell v en fions.

lu Sept ei id 1er, IK7I, Mr \V. 11. Jackson and Mr 
Ingersoll, connected with the United States ( Jeologi- 
eal and ( Icngraphiral Survey party, guided by ('apt. 
.lolin Moss, an old resident perfectly familiar with 
the country and its natives, descended hoth the calions 
referred to, lor the express purpose of examining an­
cient- structures reported to exist there. Notwith­
standing the hrief duration of their exploration, as 
they understood t heir business and had a photographic 
apparatus along, their accounts are extremely com­
plete and satisfactory. Mr Ingersoll published an 
account of the trip in the A'c/e York' Tribune of Nov.

187 1; and Mr Jackson in the 1 > 111 let i i ■ of the 
Survey, printed hy government.4" The latter account 
was accompanied l>y fourteen illustrations, and I’rof. 
J. \ . Hayden, (leologist in charge of the Survey, has 
had the kindness to furnish me also with the original 
photographs made during the expedition.

The liio Mancos rises in the Sierra La Plata, 
and Mows south westward, at first through a park- 
like valley, then cuts a deep canon through the Mesa 
\ erde, and finally traverses an open plain to join the 
San Juan. In the valley between the mountains 
and the mesa, there are abundant shapeless mounds 
of debris, which on examination are found t<> repre­
sent blocks o! sipiare buildings and circular en­
closures all of adobe, very similar apparently to what 
we have seen in the Salado valley of Arizona. There 
is another resemblance to the southern remains in 
the shape of indented and painted pottery, strewn 
in great- abundance about every mound, in fragments 
rarely larger than a dollar, not a greenback, hut, a 
silver dollar, the former being no standard Ibr arcluv- 
ological comparisons. I shall make no further men­
tion of pottery; the reader may understand that in

l<! liuffrfin of flic I . S. (ten!, mu/. (Inn/. Sum if of (hr Tern funi s, -<l
scries, N,,. | t Washington, IS7.">.
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this whole region, as in Arizona and New Mexico, it 
is found in great quantities about every ruin that is 
to he mentioned.

The canon through the Mesa Verde is on an 
average two hundred yards wide, and from six hun­
dred to a thousand feet deep, with sides presenting, 
as Mr Jackson says, “a succession of benches, one 
al>ove the other, and connected by the steep slopes of 
the talus. Side-canons penetrate the mesa, and ram­
ify it in every direction, always presenting a perpen­
dicular face, so that it is only at very rare intervals 
that the top can he reached.” Mr Ingersoll says: 
“Imagine East River a thousand or twelve hundred 
feet deep, and drained dry, the piers and slips on both 
sides made of red sandstone, and extending down to 
that depth, and yourself at the bottom, gazing up for 
human habitations far above you. In such a picture 
you would have a tolerable idea of this Canon of 
the Rio Mancos.” For four or five miles after en- 
tering'the canon, the shapeless heaps of adobe debris 
were of frequent occurrence on the banks of the 
stream. The general characteristic was “a central 
mass considerably higher and more massjve than the 
surrounding lines of subdivided squares. Small 
buildings, not more than eight feet square, were 
often found standing alone apparently.” The high 
central portion suggests a terraced structure like 
the Casa Grande of the Gila. One of the buildings 
on the bottom, measuring eight by ten feet, was of 
sandstone blocks, about seven by twelve inches, and 
four inches thick, laid in what seemed to be adobe 
mortar. SomewhaJ, further down the adobe ruins 
wrere found often on projecting benches, or promon­
tories of the cliff, some fifty feet above the stream. 
Here they were circular, with a depression in the 
centre, and generally in pairs. Cave-like crevices 
along the seams were often walled up in front, so as 
to enclose a space sometimes twelve feet long, but 
oftener forming “cupboard-like inclosurês of about the
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size of a bushel-basket." A small square, formed by 
rough stone slabs, set up endways in the earth, was 
also noticed.

The first stone building particularly described, and 
one of the most wonderful found during the trip, is 
that shown in the cut. The most wonderful thing

-1L
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Cliff House—Mancoe Cafiou.

about it was its position in the face of the cliff sev­
eral hundred feet above the bottom, on a ledge ten 
feet wide and twenty feet long, accessible only by 
hard climbing with fingers and toes inserted in 
crevices, or during the upper part of the ascent by 
steps cut in the steep slope by the aborigines. The 
cliff above overhangs the ledge, leaving a vertical 
space of fifteen feet. The building occupies only 
half the length of the ledge, and is now twelve feet 
high in front, leaving it uncertain whether it orig­
inally reached the overhanging cliff, or had an in­
dependent roof. The ground plan shows a front

Vol. IV. 46
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room six hy nine feet, and two rear rooms each 
five hy seven, projecting on one side so as to form 
an L. There were two stories, as is shown hy the 
holes in the walls and fragments of floor-timbers. 
A doorway, twenty hy thirty inches and two. feet 
above the floor, led from one side of the front room 
to the esplanade, and there was also a window about 
a foot square in the lower story, and a window or 
doorway in the second story -corresponding to that 
below. Opposite this upper opening was a smaller 
one opening into a reservoir holding alxnit two hogs­
heads and a half, and formed by a semicircular wall 
joining the cliff and the main wall of the house. A 
line of projecting wooden J>egs led from the window 
down into the cistern. Small doorways afforded 
communication between the apartments. The front 
portion was built of square and smoothly faced sand­
stone blocks of different sizes, up to fifteen inches 
long and eight inches thick, laid in a hard grayish- 
white mortar, very compact and hard, but cracked on 
the surface like adobe mortars. The rear portions 
were of rough stones in mortar, and the partition 
walls jjjere like the exterior front ones, and seemed 
to havfe been nibbed smooth after they were laid.

The interior of the front rooms was plastered with 
a coating of a firm cement an eighth of an inch thick, 
colored red, and having a white band eight inches 
wide extending round the bottom like a base-board. 
There were no other signs of decoration. The floor 
was the natural rock of the ledge, evened up in some 
places with cement. The lintel of the upper door­
way or window was of small straight cedar sticks laid 
close together, and supporting the masonry alxjvu ; 
the other lintels seem to be of stone. A very wonder­
ful feature of this structure was that the front wall 
rests on the rounded edge of the precipice, sloping at 
an angle of forty-five degrees, and the esplanade, or 
platform, at the side of the house was also leveled up 
by three abutments resting on this slope, where “it 
would seem that a pound’s weight might slide them off.’’
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The cut shows the ground plan of a round stone
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(iround Plan—Mancoa Tower.

tower of peculiar form. The diameter is twenty-five 
feet, and that of the inner circle twelve feet,43 the 
walls being eighteen and twelve inches thick, standing 
in places fifteen feet high on the outside and eight 
feet on the inside. This tower stands in the centre 
of a group of faintly traced remains extending twenty 
rods m every direction. The stones of which it was 
built are irregular in size, laid in piortar, and chinked 
with small pieces. The cut presents a view of this

Round Tower—Mancos Canon.
” Ingersoll gives these dimensions as 33 and 22 feet respectively, and 

speaks of three equi-distant doorways, apparently alluding to the same 
structure.
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tower. The next cut illustrates the small cliff-houses 
very common in the walls of the cafion. This and

Cliff-Dwelling—Muncos Cafiou.

its companions are from fifty to a hundred feet above 
the trail ; it is five by fifteen feet and six feet high, 
the blocks composing the walls being very regular 
and well laid. Some of these houses were mere walls 
in front of crevices in the cliff. So strong are the 
structures that in one place a part of the cliff had be­
come detached by some convulsion, and stood inclined 
at quite an angle, taking with it a part of one of the 
walls, but without overthrowing it. Small apertures 
are so placed in all these cliff-structures as to afford a 
look-out far up and down the valley. Rude inscrip­
tions are scratched on the cliff in many places, bear­
ing a general resemblance to those farther south, of 
which I have given many illustrations.

One of the most inaccessible of the cliff-buildings 
is shown in the cut. It is eight hundred feet high, 
and can only be reached by climbing to the top of the 
mesa, and creeping on hands and knees down a ledge 
only twenty inches wide. The masonry was very
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Cliff-Dwelliug—Mancos Gallon.

perfect, the blocks sixteen by tnree inches, ground 
perfectly smooth on the inside so as to require no

Sdaster. The dimensions were about five by fifteen 
ëet, and seven feet high. The aperture serving as 

doorway and window was twenty by thirty inches and 
had -a stone lintel. Near by but higher on the ledge 
was another ruder building. These raised structures 
were invariably on the western side of the cailon, but 
those on the bottom were scattered on both sides of 
the river.

On the bottom “the majority of the buildings were 
square, but many round, and one sort of ruin always 
showed two square buildings with very deep cellars 
under them and a round tower between them, seem­
ingly for watch and defence. I n several cases a large 
part of this tower was still standing.” One of these 
typical structures is shown in the following cut. It 
is twelve feet in diameter, twenty feet high, with walls 
sixteen inches thick. Thé window facing northward 
is eighteen by twenty-four inches. The two apart­
ments adjoining the tower, the remains of which are 
shown in the cut, are about fifteen feet square. They 
seem to have been originally underground structures, 
or at least partially so. i

At the outlet of the canon the river turns west­
ward, flowing for a time nearly parallel with the San 
Juan, which it joins very nearly at the corner of the 
four territories. Many groups of walls and heaps 
were visible in the distance down the valley, but the 
explorera left the river at this point and bore away to
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Watch-Tower—Mancoe Caiion.

the right along the foot of the mesa untiljihey reached 
Aztec Spring, very near the boundary line. “Imme­
diately adjoining the spring, on the right, as we face 
it from below, is the ruin of a great massive structure 
of some kind, about one hundred feet square in exte­
rior dimensions; a portion only of the wall upon the 
northern face remaining in its original position. The 
débris of the ruin now forms a great mound of crum­
bling rock, from twelve to twenty feet in height, over­
grown with artimisia, but showing clearly, however, 
its rectangular structure, adjusted approximately to 
the four points of the compass. Inside this square 
was a circle, about sixty feet in diameter, deeply de­
pressed in the centre, and walled. The space between 
the square and the circle appeared, upon a hasty ex­
amination, to have been filled in solidly with a sort 
of rubble-masonry. Cross-walls were noticed in two 
places ; but whether they were to strenghen the walls 
or had divided apartments could only be conjectured. 
That portion of the outer wall remaining standing 
was some forty feet in length and fifteen in height. 
The stones were dressed to a uniform size and finish.
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, Upon the same level as this ruin, and extending back, 
I should think, half a mile, were grouped line after 
line of foundations and mounds, the great mass of 
which was of stone, but not one remaining upon 
another. All the subdivisions were plainly marked, 
so that one might, with a little care, count every room 
or building in the settlement. Below the above 
group, some two hundred yards distant, and commu­
nicating by indistinct lines of débris, was another 
great wall, inclosing a space of about two hundred 
feet square. Only a small portion was well enough 
preserved to enable us to judge, with any accuracy, 
as to its character and dimensions; the greater por­
tion consisting of large ridges flattened down so much 
as to measure some thirty or more feet across the base, 
and five or six feet in height. This better preserved 
portion was some fifty feet in length, seven or eight 
feet in height, and twenty feet thick, the two exterior 
surfaces of well-dressed and evenly-laid courses, and 
the centre packed in solidly with rubble-masonry, 
looking entirely different from those rooms which had 
l>een tilled with debris, though it is difficult to assign 
any reason for its being so massively constructed. 11 
was only a portion of a system extending half a mile 
out into the plains, of much less importance, however, 
and now only indistinguishable mounds. The town 
built about this spring was nearly a square mile in 
extent, the larger and more enduring buildings in the 
centre, while all about were scattered and grouped 
the remnants of smaller structures, comprising the 
suburbs.”

Four miles from the spring is the McElmo, a small 
stream, dry during a greater part of the year. At 
the point where the party struck this stream, portions 
of walls, and heaps of debris in rectangular order 
were scattered in every direction ; among which two 
round towers were noticed, one of them with double 
walls, like that on the Mancos, but larger, being fifty 
feet in diameter. Following down the McElmo canon
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aboriginal vestiges continue abundant, including cliff- 
dwellings like those that have been described, but 
only forty or fifty feet above the valley, and also the 
square tower shown in first cut. It stands on a square

Tower on the McElmo, Colorado.

Round Tower on the McElmo.
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detached block of sandstone forty feet in height. 
The walls of this building were still fifteen feet high 
in some places, and there were also traces of walls 
about the base of the rock. Another double-walled 
round tower fifty feet in diameter found near the one 
last named is shown in the second cut.

Still further down the cation, across the boundary 
line into Utah, ruins continue abundant. A red 
sandstone butte standing in the middle of the valley, 
one hundred feet high and three hundred long, has 
traces of masonry on its summit, apparently intended 
to form a level platform, ^nd on one side, at mid­
height, thy structures shown in the cut. The upper

Building on the McElmo Vtali

wall is eighteen feet long and twelve feet high, and 
the blocks composing it are described as more regu­
larly cut than any l>efore seen. The only access to 
the summit of the butte was by climbing through 
the window of the building. Other remains, includ­
ing many circular depressions of considerable depth, 
and a square tower with one round corner, are scat­
tered about near the base of this butte, or Cristone. 
The next cut shows one of the cave-dwèllings near by, 
formed by walling up the front of a recess in the 
cliff.

i
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Cave-Dwelling on the McElmo.

The tradition relating to the whole, and particu­
larly to this locality1; obtained by Capt. Moss from 
one of the old men among the Moquis, is rendered 
by Mr Ingersoll as follows:—“Formerly the abo- 
rigines inhabited all this country we had been over 
as far west as the head waters of the San Juan, as 
far north as the Rio Dolores, west some distance into 
Utah, and south and south-west throughout Arizona, 
and on down into Mexico. They had lived there 
from time immemorial—since the earth was a small 
island, which augmented as its inhabitants multi­
plied. They cultivated the valley, fashioned what­
ever utensils and tools they needed, very neatly and 
handsomely out of clay and wood and stojie, not 
knowing any of the useful metals, built their homes 
and kept their flocks and herds in the fertile river 
bottoms, and worshiped the sun. They were an emi­
nently peaceful and prosperous people, living by agri­
culture rather than by the chase. About a thousand 
years ago, however, they were visited by savage 
strapgers from the North, whom they treated hospi­
tably. Soon these visits became more frequent and 
annoying. Then their troublesome neighbors—ances­
tors of the present Utes—began to forage upon them, 
and at last to massacre them, and devastate their 
farms; so, to save their lives at least, they built- 
houses high upon the cliffs, where they, could store



\

>

ABORIGINAL TRADITION 781

fcxxl and hide away till the raiders left. But one 
Summer the invaders did not go back to their moun­
tains as the people expected, but brought their fam­
ilies with them and settled down. So driven from 
their homes and lands, starving in their little niches 
on the high cliffs, they could only steal away during 
the night, and wander across the cheerless uplands.
To one who has traveled these steppes, such a flight 
seems terrible, and the mind hesitates to picture the ’ 
suffering of the sad fugitives.

At the christone they halted and probably found * 
friends, for the rocks and caves are full of the nests 
of these human wrens and swallows. Here they 
collected, erected stone fortifications and watch- 
towers, dug reservoirs in the rocks to hold a supply 
of water, which in all cases is precarious in this lati­
tude, and once more stood at bay. Their foes came, 
and for one long month fought and were beaten back, 
and returned day after day to the attack as merciless 
and inevitable as the tide. Meanwhile the families 
of the defenders were evacuating and moving south, 
and bravely did their protectors shield them till they 
were all safely a hundred miles away. The besiegers 
were beaten back and went away. But the narra­
tive tells us that the hollows of the rocks were filled 
to the brim with the mingled blood of conquerors and 
conquered, and red veins of it ran down into the 
canon. It was such a victory as they could jiot 
afford to gain again, and they were glad when the 
long fight was over to follow their wives and little 
ones to the South. There in the deserts of Arizona, 
on well-nigh unapproachable isolated bluffs, they 
built new' towns, and their few descendants—the 
Moquis—live in them to this day, preserving more 
carefully and purely the history and veneration of 
their forefathers, than their skill or wisdom.” One 
watch-tower in this region was built on a block of 
sandstone that had rolled down and lodged on the very 
brink of a precipice overlooking the whole valley.
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From the Mc El mo Mr Jackson and his party 
struck off westward to a small stream called the 
Hovenweep, eight or ten miles distant. Here they 
found a ruined town, of which a general view is 
given in the cut. Mr Jackson’s description is as

Ruined l’ueblo on the Hovenweep.—Utah.

follows: “The stream referred to sweeps the foot of 
a rocky sandstone ledge, some forty or fifty feet in 
height, upon which is built the highest and better- 
preserved portions of the settlement. Its semicir­
cular sweep conforms to the ledge ; each little house 
of the outer circle being built close upon its edge. 
Below the level of these upper houses, some ten or 
twelve feet, and within the semicircular sweep, were 
seven distinctly-marked depressions, each separated 
from the other by rocky debris, the lower or first 
series probably of a small community-house. Upon 
either flank, and founded upon rocks, were buildings 
similar in size and in other respects to the large ones 
on the line above. As paced off, the upper or convex 
surface measured one hundred yards in length. 
Each little apartment was small and narrow, averag­
ing six feet in width and eight feet in length, the 
walls being eighteen inches in thickness. The stones 
of which the entire group was built were dressed to 
nearly uniform size and laid in mortar. A peculiar 
feature here was in the round corners, one at least 
appearing upon nearly every little house. They
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were turned with considerable care and skill; being 
two curves, all the corners were solidly bound to­
gether and resisted the destroying influences the 
longest." The following cut presents a ground plan 
of this Hovenweep Pueblo town, and terminates the

Ground Plan—Town on the Hovenweep.

account of one of the most interesting antiquarian 
explorations of modern times.

I append a few brief quotations from tbe diary of 
Padres Dominguez and Escalante, whV. penetrated 
probably as far as Utah Lake in early times, referring 
to three places where ruins were seen, two of which 
cannot readily be located. On the Dolores River “on 
the southern bank of the river, on a height, there was 
anciently a small settlement of the same plan as those 
of the Indians of New Mexico, as is shown by the 
ruins which we examined.” A ruin is also located 
on this river at the southern bend, on the V. S. map 
of 18(')8. On the Rio de San Cosine, “we saw near 
by a ruin of a very ancient town, in which were 
fragments of nictates, and pottery. The form of the 
town was circular as shown by the ruins now almost 
entirely leveled to the ground.” In the canon of 
Santa Delfina “towards the south, there is quite a 
high cliff, on which we saw rudely painted three 
shields, and a spear-head. Lower down on the north 
side we saw another painting which represented in a



7114 ANTIQUITIES OF OREGON.

confused manner two men fighting, for which reason 
we named it the Canon Pintado.

In Idaho and Montana I have no record of ancient 
remains, save a cliff at Pend d’Oreille Lake, oi^ which 
arc painted in bright colors, images of men, beasts, 
and pictures of unknown import. The natives are 
said to regard the painted rock with feelings of great 
superstition and dread, regarding the figures as the 
work of a race that preceded their own in the coun­
try.13

In Oregon aboriginal remains, so far as reported, 
are hardly more abundant. The artist of the lT. S. 
Exploring Expedition sketched three specimens of cliff- 
inscriptions on the Columbia River, which are shown 
in the cut. Mr Pickering thinks that the figures pre-

i Rock-Carvings—Columbia River.

sent some analogies to the sculptures reported by 
Humboldt on the Orinoco.41 Mr Abbot noted “a 
few rude pictures of men and animals scratched on 
the rocks" of Mptolyas canon.47 Lord speaks of lit­
tle piles of stones about natural pillars of conglom­
erate, on Wyclius Creek, but these were doubtless the 
work of modern Snake Indians, who left the heaps in 
honor of the spirits represented by tbe pillars.48 A 
gigantic human jaw is reported to have been dug up 
near Jacksonville in 1862 ;49 and finally Lewis and

44 Dor. Hist. }frjr., série ii , tom. i , pp. 391-2, 434-5, 444-5.
45 Stevens, in Par. P. P. Hept., vol. xii., p. 150; Id., in Ind. Aff. Pipt., 

1854, n. 222.
46 Pickering's Purrs, in U. S. Ex. Ex.t vol. ix., pp. 41 2.
47 Abbot, in Par. P. H. Pcpt., vol. vi., p. 94.
48 Lord's Nat., vol. i., p. 296.
49 Taylor, in Cal. Farmer, March 20, 1863; San Francisco Evcniwj 

Bulletin, Jan. 22, 1864.
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Clarke found a village of the Echeloots built “near 
a mound about thirty feet above the common level, 
which has some remains of houses on it, and bears 
every appearance of being artificial. ”50

(
In Washington, besides some shell ornaments and 

arrow-heads of Hint and other hard stone dug by Mr 
Lord from a gravel bank near the old Fort Walla 
Walla, and some rude figures mostly representing 
men carved and afterwards painted on a perpendicular 
rock between the Yakima and Pisquou.se, pointed out 
by a native to Mr Gibbs,61 there seem to he remains 
of antiquity in only two localities. The first are the 
mounds on Bute Prairie, south of Olympia. They 
were first found, or mentioned, by Wilkes in the U. 
S. Exploring Expedition, in 1841, who describes them 
as thousands in number, arranged in fives like the 
‘five spots’ on a playing card, formed by scraping to­
gether the surface earth, alumt thirty feet in diameter 
and six or seven feet high. Three of them were 
opened, hut proved to contain nothing but a pavement 
of round stones in the centre and at the bottom, rest­
ing on the subsoil of red gravel. The natives said 
that the medicine men in later times were wont to 
gather herbs from their surface, as being more potent 
to work their cures than those growing elsewhere. 
Since Wilkes’ visit the newspapers have reported the 
discovery of a large mound at the south end of the 
prairie, twenty-five miles from ( llympia, which is three 
hundred feet high and nine hundred feet in diameter 
at the base. These later reports state also that all 
the small mounds opened in recent times have been 
found to contain remains of pottery and “other curi­
ous relics, evidently the work of human hands.”63

50 Lewis and Clarke's Trav., p. 369.
51 Lord's Nat., vol. ii., pp. 102-3, 260; Gibbs, in Par,. 11. ft Kept., vol. 

i., p. 411.
32 V. S. Ex Ex., vol. iv., pp. 334, 441-2; Poster's Pre-Hist, ftaers, pp. 

131-2; Portland Herald, Sept. 27, 1872; San Eranrisco Morning Call, Sept. 
28. 1872.
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The second locality wheire remains are found is on 
the lower Yakima River, where Mr Stephens saw an 
earth-work consisting of two concentric circles of earth 
about fchree feet high with a ditch between them. 
The outer circle is eighty yards in diameter, and 
within the inner one are about twenty cellars, or ex­
cavations, thirty feet across and three feet deop, like 
the cellars of modern native houses scattered over the 
country without, however, any enclosing circles. 
These works arc located on a terrace about fifteen feet 
high, bounded on either side by a gulley.63 .

In British Columbia, some sculptured stones are 
reported to have been found at Nootka Sound, in 
which a fancied resemblance to the Aztec Calendar- 
Stone was noticed; also during the voyage of the 
‘Sutil y Mexicana,’ a wooden plank was found on the 
coast bearing painted figures, which I have copied in 
the cut, although 1 do not know that the jdank lias 
any claims to be considered a relic of antiquity.54

0oooo
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Painted Board—British Columbia

Other British Columbian antiquities consist of 
shell mounds, burial mounds, and earth works, chiefly

53 St evens, in Ind. Aff. Rent., 1854, pp. 232-3; Id., in Schoolcraft's 
Arch., vol. vi., pp. 612-13; Gikbs, in Vac. Il R. Rcpt., vol. i., pp. 408-9; 
Taylor, in Cal. tanner, Slay 8, 1863.

54 Iluschmann, Snr. N. Mex. it. dcr IVestseite des b. Nordamer., p. 333; 
Sutil y Mexicana, l iugc, p. 73.

/



DEANS’ EXPLORATIONS. 737

confined to Vancouver Island, and* known to me 
through the investigations and writings of Mr Janies 
Deans. Mr Deans has lived long in the country, is 
perfectly familiar with it and its natives," and has 
given particular attention to the subject of antiqui­
ties. He makes no great pretensions as a writer, hut 
has made notes of his discoveries from time to time, 
and has furnished his manuscripts for my use under 
the title of Ancient Remains in Vancouver Island and 
British Columbia. Like other explorers, he has not 
been able to resist the temptation to theorize without 
sufficient data on questions of ethnology and the 
origin of the American aborigines, hilt his specula­
tions do not diminish the value of his explorations,
.and arc far from being as absurd as those of many 
authors who are much better known.

Burial mounds ^ Vancouver Island arc of two 

classes, according as they are constructed chiefly of 
sand and gravel or of stones. One of the first class 
opened by Mr Deans in 1871, will illustrate the con­
struction of all. It was located on the second terrace 
from the sea, the terraces having nearly perpen­
dicular banks of fifty and sixty feet resj>ectiveh\
By a carefully cut drift through the centre, it was 
ascertained to have been made in the following man­
ner. First, a circle sixteen feet in diameter was 
marked out, and the topsoil cleared off within the 
circle; then a basin-shaped hole, six feet in diameter, 
smaller at the bottom than at the top, was dug in 
the centre, in which the skull, face down, and the 
larger unburned bones were placed and covered with 
six inches of earth. < hi the layer of earth rested a 
large flat stone, on which were heaped up loose 
stones, the heap extending about a foot beyond the 
circumference of the central hole. Outside of this 
heap, on the surface, a space two feet wide extending 
round the whole circumference was sprinkled with 41 
ashes, and contained a few bones also. Outside of

Vol. IV. 47
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this space again, large stones two or three feet long 
were set up in the ground like pillars, five feet apart, 
round the circumference; and finally the earth dug 
from the central hole, or receptacle for the hones, was 
thrown into the outer circle, and gravel and sand 
added to the whole until the mound was five feet 
high, having a rounded form. Four smaller mounds, 
six and ten feet in diameter, were opened in the 
same group, showing the same mode of construction, 
but somewhat less order.

The second class, or stone mounds, which are much 
more numerous than those of earth, differ hut little 
from the others in their construction, except that the 
final additions to the mound were of stones instead of 
earth, and the stones about the circumference were 
flat and set up close together. A piece of quartz 
sometimes accompanies the bones, hut no other relics 
are found. When the skeleton is deposited face 
down, as is usually the case, the skull is placed 
toward the south, or when in a sitting position, it 
faces the south, seeming in some cases to have been 
burned where it sat. In a few instances the skele­
ton, when it was hut little burned, was lying on tin- 
left side. The human hones invariably crumbled at 
a touch, and the author states that this method of 
burial is altogether unknown to the present inhabit­
ants, who say their ancestors found them as they 
are. «

The mounds are often overgrown with large pine, 
arbutus, or oak trees; in one case an oak had forced 
its way up through the stones in its growth, reached 
its full size, decayed, and the stones had fallen back 
over the stump. They are often in groups, and in 
such cases the central one is always most carefully 
constructed, and a remarkable circumstance is that 
sometimes the surrounding heaps contain only chib 
dren’s bones. Of course this suggests a sacrifice of 
children or slaves at a chiefs funeral, although there 
may be some other explanation. Some stones weigh
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ing a ton are found over the human remains. Traces 
of cedar bark or boards are found in some of the 
cairns, in which the hones were apparently enclosed; 
and in a few others a small empty chamber was 
formed over the Hat covering stone.

Near Coiuox, one hundred and thirty miles north­
west of Victoria, a group of mounds were examined 
in 1872- 3, and found to be built of sea sand and black 
mold, mixed with some shells. They were from five 
to fifty yards in circumference. In one by the side 
of a very large skull was deposited a piece of coal; 
and in another with a very peculiar flattened sktdl 
was a child’s tooth. Both these skulls are said to 
have been covered with baked clay, and are now in 
the collection of the Society of Natural History in 
Montreal. One mound in this vicinity is fifty feet 
high and of oval shape. In its centre only a few feet 
below the surface were found burnt skeletons of chil­
dren not over twelve years old, which seemed to have 
been enclosed in a box of cedar—of which only; ' i 
dust remains—and covered with two feet of stones 
and one foot of shells. There is a spring of tine 
water some fifty yards from this mound, of which, 
from superstitious motives no Indian will drink. < >tic 
rectangular cairn, ten by twelve feet, was found, hut 
even in this the central receptacle was circular. The 
laxly in this mound showed no signs of burning, the 
head pointed northward, and a pencil-shaped stone 
sharp at both ends was deposited with the human 
remains.

Shell mounds are described as very abundant 
throughout Vancouver Island, and also on the main­
land, and all are composed of species of shells still 
common in the coast waters. ( )nc at (Jomox covers 
three acres, and is from two to fourteen feet deep. 
The relics discovered in mounds of this class include 
stone hammers; arrow-points of flint, slate, and of a 
hard green stone ; spear-heads, knives, needles, and

A5A



X

740 ANTIQUITIES OF BRITISH COLUMBIA.

awls, of stone and bone, one of the knives being six­
teen inches long and of whale-bone; bone wedges, 
sometimes grooved; and finally stone mortars, com­
paratively few in number, since acorns and seeds 
were not apparently a favorite article of food. Hu­
man skeletons also occur in the shell mounds. At 
( 'omox a skeleton is said to have been found with a 
bone knife broken off in one of the bones. A shell 
bracelet was taken from a mound at Esquimalt; and 
from another was dug a stone dish or paint-pot, 
carved to represent a man holding a mountain sheep. 
The man was the handle on one side, the sheep’s head 
on the other, and the cup was hollowed out in the 
sheep’s back. Mr Deans believes he can distinguish 
two distinct types of skulls in Vancouver Island 
the ‘long-headed’ in the older cairns, and the ‘broad- 
headed’ in the shell mounds and modern graves: and 
this distinction is independent of artificial flattening, 
which it seems was practiced in a majority of cases 
on skulls of both types.

In addition to the mounds, Mr Deans status that 
earth works very similar to those found in the east­
ern states are found at many localities in British 
Columbia. Indeed, he has sent me several plans, cut 
from Squier’s work on the antiquities of New York, 
which by a simple change in the names of creeks and 
in the scale would represent equally well the north­
western works. At Beacon Hill, near Victoria, a 
point one hundred feet high extends three hundred 
feet into the sea; an embankment with a ditch still 
six feet deep, stretches across on the land side and 
protects the approach; there are low mounds on the 
enclosed area, the remnants of ancient dwellings, and 
down the steep banks are heaps of shells, with ashes, 
bones of sea-fowl, deer, elk, and bears, among which 
are some spear and arrow points, needles, etc. On 
the summit of Beacon Hill, near by, are burial cairns 
of the usual type. /
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Another earth-work was examined by Mr Deans at 
Baines Sound and Deep Bay. This was an oval em­
bankment surrounded at the base by a ditch, close to 
the water on the hay side, hut now seventy yards from 
high-water mark on the side next the sound, although 
originally at the water edge. From the bottom of 
the ditch to the top of the embankment or mound is 
forty feet, and at the summit a parapet hank now four 
feet high encloses an area of over an acre. On the 
sound side is an opening from which a road runs down 
the slope of the mound and across the ditch by a kind 
of earthen bridge. Excavation showed a depth of 
nine feet of shells, ashes, and black loam. Many 
burial mounds are scattered about which have not 
been opened.

1 am inclined to regard Mr Deans’ reports as trust­
worthy, although of course additional authorities are 
required before the accuracy of his observations re­
specting the burial mounds, and the existence of earth­
works bearing a strong resemblance, as he claims, to 
those of the eastern states can be fully accepted. 
Respecting the mounds I quote in a note from Mr 
Forbes, the only other authority 1 have been able to 
find on the subject.65

4 Iii Kiirli localities, the general feature of the landscape is very simi­
lar to many parts of Devonshire, more esjieeially to that on the eastern es­
carpment of Dartmoor, and the, resemblance is rendered the more striking 
by tlu* numerous stone circles, which lie scattered around .... These stone 
circles point to a period in ethnological history, which has no longer a place 
in the memory of man. Scattered in irregular groups of from three or 
four, to fifty or more, these stone circles are found, crowning the rounded 
promontories over all the South Eastern end of the Island. Their dimen­
sions vary in diameter from three to eighteen feet ; of some, only a simple 
ring of stones marking the outline now remains. In other instances the 
circle is not only complete in outline, hut is filled in, built up as it were, to 
a height of three to four feet, with masses of rock and loose stones, col­
lected from amongst the numerous erratic houldcrs. which cover the surface 
of the country, and from the gravel of the boulder drift which fills un 
many of the hollows. These structures are of considerable antiipiity, and 
whatever they may have lieen intended for, have Ih*oii long disused, for, 
through the centre of many, the pine, the oak, and the arbutus have shot 
up and attained considerable dimensions a full growth. The Indians 
when questioned, can give no further account of the matter, than that, “it 
belonged to the old people," and an examination, by taking some of the 
largest circles to pieces, and digging lteneath, throws no light on the sub­
ject. The only explanation to be found, is in the hy^thesis, that these
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In Alaska I find no record of any antiquities 
whatever, although many curious specimens of abo­
riginal art, made hy the natives still inhabiting the 
country since the coming of Europeans, have been 
brought away by travelers. Cook saw in the county 
several artificial stone hillocks, which seemed to him 
of great antiquity, but he also noted that each native 
added a stone to burial heaps on passing; and 
Schewyrin and Durnew found on one of the 
Aleutian Islands three round copper plates bearing 
luttera and leaf-work, said to have been thrown up 
by the sea; but 1 suppose there is no evidence that 
they were of aboriginal origin.66

Thus have I gone over the whole extent of the 
Pacific States from the southern isthmus to Bering 
Strait, carefully examining, so far as written records 
could enable me to do so, every foot of this broad 
territory, in search for the handiwork of its abo­
riginal inhabitants. Practically 1 have given in the 
preceding pages all that has been written on the 
subject. Before a perfect account of all that the 
Native Races have left can be written, before ma­
terial relics can reveal all they have to tell about the 
peoples whose work they are, a long and patient 
work of exploration and study must be performed—a 
work hardly commenced yet even in the thickly 
populated centres of old world learning, and still less 
advanced naturally in the broad new fields and forests 
of the Far West. In this volume the general leader 
may find an accurate and comprehensive if not a 
very fascinating picture of all that aboriginal art has 
produced; the student of ethnological topics may
were the dwelling# of former tribes, who have either entirely disappeared, 
or whose descendants have changed their mode of living, and this supposi­
tion is strengthened hy the fact that a certain trilæ on the Fraser River, 
did, till very recently live, in circular beehive sha|>ed houses, built of loose 
stones, having an aperture in the arched roof for entrance and exit, ami that 
in some localities in upper California the same remains are found, ami the 
same origin assigned to them.' Forint? Vane. Isl., p. 3.

* Cook's Voy. to Pac.t vol. ii. , p. 521; Neue NachrichUn, p. 33.
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found his theories on all that is known respecting any 
particular monument here spread before him, rather 
than on a partial knowledge derived by long study 
from the accounts in works to which he has access, 
contradicted very likely in other works not consulted, 
—and many a writer has subjected himself to ridi­

cule by resting an important part of his favorite 
theory on a discovery by Smith, which has heen 
proved an error or a hoax by Jones and Brown ; the 
antiquarian student may save himself some years of 
hard labor in searching lietween five hundred and a 
thousand volumes for information to which he is here 
guided directly, even if he be unwilling to take his 
information at second hand ; and finally, the explorer 
who proposes to examine a certain section of the 
country, may acquaint himself by a few hours’ read­
ing with all that previous explorers have done or 
failed to do, and by having his attention specially 
called to their work will be able/to correct their 
errors and supply what they have heglcctcd.

If the work in this, volume /shall prove to have 
been sufficiently well done to serve, in the maimer 
indicated above, as a safe foundation for systematic 
antiquarian research in the future! the author’s aim 
will be realized and his labor ampMrepaid.
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WORKS OK THE MOUND - BUILDERS.

American Monuments beyond tiie Limits of the Pacific States 
—Eastern Atlantic States—Remains in the Mississippi Val­
ley Three Geographical Divisions Classification of Mon­
uments Embankments and Ditches—Fortifications -Sacred 
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Relics of Aboriginal Art—Implements and Ornaments of 

Metal, Stone, Bone, and Shell —Ancient Copper Mines 
Rock-Inscriptions-Antiquity of the Mississippi Remains— 
Comparisons—Conclusions.

I announced In an Introductory chapter my inten­
tion to go in this volume beyond the geographical 
limits of my field of labor proper, the Pip-ilie States, 
and to include a sketch of eastern and southern an­
tiquities. I am not sure that this departure from my 
territory is strictly more necessary or appropriate in 
this than in the other departments of this work;— 
that is, that the material relics of the Mississippi 
Valley and South America have a more direct hear­
ing on the institutions and history of the Native 
Races of the Pacific, than do the manners and cus­
toms, mythology, and language of the South Amer­
ican and eastern tribes. Yet there is this difference, 
that to have included the whole American continent 
in the preceding volumes would have required a new
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collection of material, additional time and research, 
and an increase of hulk in printed pages, each equal 
at leasts to what has been done; and 1 believe that the 
original scope of my work, and the bulk of that part 
of it devoted to the Native Races, is already suffi­
ciently extensive. But in the department of antiqui­
ties, making the present volume of uniform size with 
others of the work, 1 have, I think, sufficient space 
and material to justify me in extending my researches 
beyond the Pacific States; and this seems to me es­
pecially desirable by reason of the fact that all the 
important archæological remains outside of what I 
term the Pacific States, may be included in the two 
groups to which my closing chapters are devoted, and 
the present volume may consequently present some 
claim to be considered a comprehensive work on Amer­
ican Antiquities. f

My treatment of the subject in this and the follow­
ing chapter will, however, differ considerably from 
that in those preceding. 1 have hitherto proceeded 
geographically from south to north, placing before the 
reader all the information extant, be it more or less 
complete, respecting every relic in each locality, and 
giving besides in every case the source whence the 
information was obtained. In this manner the notes 
become a complete bibliographical index to the whole 
subject, not an unimportant feature, 1 believe, of this 
work. In the broad eastern region bordering on the, 
Mississippi and its tributaries, a region thickly inhab­
ited, and thoroughly explored by antiquarians, or at 
least comparatively so, so numerous are the relics and 
the localities where they have been found, that to 
take them up one after another for detailed descrip­
tion would require at least a volume; and these relics, 
although of great importance, present so little variety 
in the absence of all architectural monuments, that 
such a detailed account could hardly fail to become 
monotonous to a degree unparalleled even in the pages
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of the present volume. Moreover, the hooks and 
other material in my possession, while amply suffi­
cient, 1 think, to furnish a clear idea of the Missis­
sippi and South American monuments, are of course 
inadequte to a continuation of the bibliographical 
feature referred to. For these reasons 1 deem it best 
to abandon the elaborate note-system hitherto fol­
lowed, and shall present a general rather than a de­
tailed view of material relics outside the Pacific 
States, formed from a careful study of what 1 believe 
to be the best authorities, and illustrated by the cuts 
given in Mr Baldwin’s work.1

Material relics of the aboriginal tribes are found in 
greater or less abundance throughout the Eastern 
F ni ted States and the Canadas. But those found in 
New England and the region east of the Alleghanies, 
extending southward to the Carolinas, may be dis­
missed in an account so general as the present with 
the remark that all are evidently the work of the In­
dian tribes found in possession of the country, many 
of them evidently and others probably having orig­
inated at a time subsequent to the coming of Eu-

1 The chief authorities consulted for this chapter on the remains of the 
Mississippi Valley, are the following:
S</uu r anil I taris, Ancient Monuments of tin' Mississi/ipi Valin/. Wash­

ington, 1S48. S<iaifr's Antiquities of the State of A nr York. Id., Ob- 
serrations on Aboriginal Monuments of tin' Mississippi Valley. New 
York, 1847. hi. Serpent Symbol.

Atwater's Antiquities of Ohio, and other accounts in the Amer. Antiq. 
Sor., Transactions.

Schoolcraft's Afohires of Aboriginal Knowledge.
Warden, llechercrtks surjes Antiquités de l'Amérique du A’on/.
Jones' Antiquities of theSTTfUj^crn Indians.
Pidgeon's Traditions of I trnunPfh^^^
La pham's Antiquities of ir#>v>//Ar//i^NWashin«rton, 18T>3.
Whittlcseu's Ancient Mining on the Shurcfrsf Lake Sujnrivr.
Bradfonrs American Antiquities.
Foster's Pre-Historic Hares. \
Id., Mississippi Valley. \
Smithsonian Institution, Re/>orts. \
Tytor's Researches. \
American Ethnological Soe., Transactions. \
I) iekeso n 's A mer. N u m ism a tir Ma n ua l. 1
Bancroft, A. A., Antiquities of Licking County, yhio. MS. The writer 

of this manuscript, my father, was for fifty ytlirs a resident of Licking 
County, where he lias examined more or lesslarcfully alxmt forty en­
closures and two hundred mounds. /
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ropeans. But whatever may he decided respecting 
their antiquity, it may he regarded as absolutely cer­
tain that none of them point to the existence of any 
people of more advanced culture than the red race 
that came in contact with Europeans. They consist 
for the most part of traces of Indian villages or, 
camps, Burial grounds, small stone-heaps, scattered » 
arrow-heads, and some other rude stone implements.

The great Mississippi Valley system of ancient works, 
consisting of mounds and embankments of earth and 
stone, erected by the race known as the Mound-build­
ers, extends over a territory bounded in general terms 
as follows: on the north by the great lakes; on the 
east by western New York, Pennsylvania, and Vir­
ginia in the north, but farther south extending to the 
Atlantic coast and including Florida, Georgia, and part 
of South ( 'arolina; on the south 1 >y the Gulf of Mexico, 
including Vexas according to the general statements 
of most writers, although 1 find no definite account of 
any remains in that state; on the west by an indefinite 
line extending from the head of Lake Superior through 
the states of Minnesota, Nebraska, Kansas, and In­
dian Territory, although there are reported some re­
mains farther west, particularly on the upper Mis­
souri, which have not been thoroughly explored. The 
ma}> in the accompanying cut is intended oidy to show 
the reader at a glance the relative position of the 
states in the territory of the Mound-builders.

Throughout this broad extent of territory, but 
chiefly on the fertile river-terraces of the Mississippi 
and its tributaries, the works of the ancient inhabit­
ants are found in great abundance, and may he classi­
fied for convenience in description ils follows: —1. 
Embankments of earth or stone, and ditches, often 
forming enclosures, which are subdivided by their 
location into, 1st, fortifications, and 2d, sacred en­
closures, or such as are supposed to have been con­
nected with religious rites. ^
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IT. Mounds pf cart It or stone, of varying location, 
size, form, material, and contents; divided l>y their 
form into, 1st, ‘temple mounds,’ of regular outline 
and large dimensions, having Hat summit platforms, 
and often terraced sides with graded ascents ; 2d, 
‘animal-mounds,’ or those resembling in their ground 
plan the forms of animals, birds, or even human 
beings ; and .‘id, conical mounds, which are again 
subdivided acccording to their contents into ‘altar-
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mounds’ or ‘sacrificial mounds,’ ‘burial mounds,’ and 
‘anomalous mounds,’ or such as are of mixed or un­
determined character.

III. Minor relics of aboriginal art, for the most 
part taken from the mounds, including implements 
and ornaments of metal, stone, shell, and bone.

IV. Ancient mines, and perhaps a Jew salt-wells 
which bear marks of having been worked by the 
aborigines.

V. Rock-inscriptions.
These different classes of remains, although suffi­

ciently uniform in their general character to indicate 
that the Mound-builders were of one race, living 
under one grand system of institutions, still show 
certain variations in the relative predominance of 
each class in different sections of the territory. The 
< )hio River and its tributaries would seem to have 
been in a certain Sense the centre of the Mound- 
builders’ {lower, for here the various forms of en­
closures and mounds are most abundant and exten­
sive, and their contents show the highest advance­
ment of aboriginal art. This section, including 
chiefly the state of Ohio, but also parts of Ken­
tucky, Indiana, Tennessee, Illinois, and Missouri, 
was the ground embraced in the explorations of 
Squier and Davis, by far the best authorities on east­
ern antiquities. In the northern region, on the great 
lakes, on which Laphain and Pidgeon are the {immi­
nent authorities, chiefly in Wisconsin, but also in 
Michigan, Illinois, Missouri, Iowa, and Minnesota, 
animal-mounds are the prominent feature, the other 
classes of mounds, and the enclosures, being of 
comparatively rare occurrence. The animal-mounds 
occur in the central ( )hio region only in a very few 
instances, and never, so far as is known, in the south. 
In the southern or gulf states the temple-mounds 
are more numerous in proportion to other classes 
than in the north, and enclosures disappear almost 
altogether. The southern antiquities have, however,
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been comparatively little explored, Mr Jones’ late 
work referring for the most part only to the state of 
Georgia.

Throughout the whole region graces of the tribes 
found by Europeans in possession of the country are 
found; and besides the three territorial divisions 
already indicated, it is noted that in the north-east, 
hi western New York and Pennsylvania, the works 
of the Mound-builders merge so gradually into those, 
of the later tribes, the only relics farther east, that it 
becomes well-nigh impossible to fix accurately the 
dividing line. «

In many parts of western New York traces are 
found of Indian fortified camps, surrounded by rows 
of holes in the ground, which once supported pali­
sades, and in all respects similar to those in use 
among the Indians of the state in their wars against 
the whites. There are also found low embankments 
of earth, or very rarely of small stones, which form 
enclosures or cut off the approach to the weaker side 
of some naturally strong position. Such embankments 
are always on hills, lake or river terraces, or other high 
places, and are often protected on one or more sides by 
morasses or by streams with steep banks. Their 
strong natural position, with due regard to the water 
supply, carefully planned means of exit, and in many 
instances graded roads to the water, leaves no doubt of 
their original design as fortifications, places of refuge 
and of protection against enemies. The slight height 
of the embankments would suggest that they were 
thrown up to support palisades; indeed, traces of 
these palisades have been found in some cases. The 
practice of throwing up an embankment at the foot of 
palisades, although seemingly a very natural one, doeti 
not, however, seem to have been noticed among the 
Indian tribes of New York. In nearly all the en­
closures remains of the typical Indian caches are 
found, with carbonized maize, and traces of wood and
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bark ; and in and around them the sites of Indian 
lodges or towns are seen, indicated by the presence of 
decomposed and carbonaceous matter, together with 
burned stones, charcoal, ashes, bones, pottery, and In­
dian implements. These circumstances go far to 
prove that all the New York works, if not built by 
the Indians, were at least occupied by them after 
their abandonment by the Mound builders, from some 
of whose works they do not differ much except in di­
mensions and regularity of form.

The enclosures vary in extent from three to four 
acres, the largest being sixteen acres. The embank­
ments are from one to four feet high, generally accom­
panied by an exterior ditch;—the highest is seven or 
eight feet from bottom of ditch to top of embank­
ment. Many such works in a country so long under 
cultivation have of course disappeared. Mr Kquier 
ascertained the locality of one hundred of them in v 
New York, and estimates the original number at not 
less than two hundred and fifty.

'I'he works of the Mound-builders are almost ex­
clusively confined to the fertile valleys still best fitted 
to support a dense population. The Mississippi and 
its tributaries have during the progress of the centu­
ries worn down their valleys in three or four succes­
sive terraces, which, except the lowest, or latest 
formed, the ancient peoples chose as the site of their 
structures, giving the preference in rearing their 
grandest cities--for cities there must have been—to 
the terrace plains near the junction of the larger 
streams. < )n these plains and their surrounding 
heights, are found the ancient monuments, generally in 
groups which include all or many of the classes named 
above; for it is only for convenience in description 
that the classification is made; that is, the classifica­
tion is by no means to any great extent a geographi­
cal one. 1 have already said that Ohio was the 
centre, apparently, of the Mound-builders’ power.
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Northward, eastward, and perhaps westward from 
this centre, the works diminish in extent, fortifica­
tions become a more prominent feature, and the re­
maining monuments approximate perceptibly to those 
of the more barbarous and later peoples. In fact, we 
find the modifications that might naturally be ex­
pected in a frontier country. Southward from the 
Ohio region down the Mississippi Valley, it is a com­
mon remark in the various writings on the subject, 
that the monuments increase gradually in magnitude 
and numbers. This statement seems to have orig­
inated, partially at least, in the old attempt to trace 
the path of Aztec migration southward. The only 
foundation for it is the fact that the class of mounds 
called temple-mounds are in the south more numerous 
in proportion to those of the other classes. The 
largest mound and the most extensive groups arc in 
the north; while the complicated arrangement of sa­
cred enclosures appears but rarely iT at all towards 
the gulf. It is not impossible that more extensive 
explorations may show that the comparative numbers 
and size of the large temple-mounds have been some­
what exaggerated. Yet the claims in behalf of Nahua 
traces in the Mississippi region are much better 
founded than those that have been urged in other 
parts of the country; although we have seen that the 
chain is interrupted in the New Mexican country, 
and 1 can find no definite record of temple-mounds in 
Texas. The total number of mounds in the state of 
Ohio is estimated by the best authority at ten thou­
sand, while the enclosures were at least fifteen hun­
dred.

I begin with the embankments and enclosures. 
'They are found, almost always in connection with 
mounds of some class, on the hills overlooking the 
valleys, and on the ravine-bounded terraces left by 
the current of rapid streams. The first, or oldest, 
terraces, with bold banks from fifty to a hundred feet
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high, furnish the sites of most of the works; on the 
lower intermediate terraces, whose hanks range from 
ten to thirty feet in height, they are also found, 
though less frequently than above; while on the last- 
formed terrace below no monuments whatever have 
ever been discovered.

The embankments are simply earth, stones, or a 
mixture of the two, in their natural condition, thrown 
up from the material which is nearest at hand, 
['here is no instance of walls built of stone that has 
been hewn or otherwise artificially prepared, of the 
use of mortar, of even rough stones laid with regu­
larity, of adobes or earth otherwise prepared, or of 
material brought from any great distance. The ma­
terial was taken from a ditch that often accompanies 
the embankment, from excavations or pits in the 
immediate vicinity, or is scraped up from the surface 
of the surrounding soil. There is nothing in the 
present appearance of these works to indicate any 
difference in their original form from that naturally 
given to earth works thrown up from a ditch, with 
sides as nearly perpendicular as the nature of the 
material will permit. Of course, any attempt on the 
part of the builders to give a symmetrical superficial 
contour to the works would have been long since 
obliterated by the action of the elements; but noth­
ing now rcmaius to show1 that they attached any 
importance whatever to either material or contour. 
Stone embankments are rarely found, and only in 
localities where the abundance of the material would 
naturally suggest its use. In a few instances clay 
has been obtained at a little distance, or dug from 
beneath the surface.

Accordingly as they arc found on the level plain, 
or on hill tops or other strong positions, enclosures 
are divided into fortifications and sacred enclosures. 
Of the design of the first class there can be no doubt, 
and very little respecting many of the second class,
although it is very probable that some of the latter 

vol. jv. ««
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Fortification—Butler Hill.

had a different purpose, not now understood. Nat­
urally sonic works occur which have some of the 
features of both classes. The fortifications are al­
ways of irregular form as determined by the nature 
of the ground.

A fortification at Butler Hill, near Hamilton, 
Ohio, is shown in the cut. The summit of the hill

SCAll
S 50 ft loi in.

is two hundred and fifty feet above the river, the en­
closing wall is of earth and stones, five feet high, 
thirty-five feet thick at the base, and unaccompanied 
by a ditch, although there are some pits which
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furnished the material of the wall. Two mounds or 
heaps of rough stones are seen within the enclosure 
and one without, the stones of all showing marks of 
fire. \

The riext cut shows a work at Fort Hill, Ohio,

SCALE
yoo tuio Ue inch

Fort Hill, Ohio.

which seems to unite the characters of the two 
classes of enclosures. It measures twenty-eight 
hundred hy eighteen hundred feet, and is on the 
Second terrace. The wall along the creek side is of 
stones and clay, four feet high ; the other main walls 
are six feet high and thirty-five feet thick, with an 
exterior ditch. The walls of the square enclosure at 
the side are of clay, present some marks of fire, and 
have no ditch. Mr Squier concludes that this was a 
fortified town rather than a fort like many others. 
The walls of the enclosure shown in the following cut, 
on Faint Creek, Ohio, are of stone, thirteen hundred
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feet in circumference, and have no ditch. The 
heaps of stones connected with this work have been 
exposed to excessive neat, either perhaps by being 
used as fire signals, or by the burning of wooden 
structures which they supported. In the works at 
Fort Ancient, on a mesa two hundred and thirty feet 
above the Miami River, the embankment is four 
miles long in an irregular line round the circumfer­
ence, and in some parts eighteen or twenty feet high. 
There are also some signs of artificial terraces on the 
river side of the hill. A line of these defensive 
works is found in northern Ohio, with which very

i
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SACKED ENCLOSURES.

few regular mounds or sacred enclosures are con­
nected. Pidgeon states that a single line of embank­
ment may by traced for seventeen miles, and that 
there are**tnree hundred and six miles of embank­
ment fortifications in the state. It is quite probable 
that these embankments originally bore palisades. 
They vary in height from three to thirty feet, reckon­
ing from the bottom of the ditch; but this gives only 
a very imperfect idea of their original dimensions, 
since in some localities the height has been much 
more reduced by time than in others, owing to the 
nature of the material. In hill fortifications the 
ditch is usually inside the wall, but when .the de­
fences guard the approach to a terrace-point, the 
ditch is always on the outside. The entrances to 
this class of enclosures are governed by conveni­
ence of exit, accessibility of water, and facilities for 
defence. They are usually guarded by overlapping 
walls as shown in the cuts that have been presented. 
Several of the larger fortifications, however, have a 
large number of entrances, generally at regular in­
tervals, which it is very difficult to account for.

Other enclosures are classed as sacred, or pertaining 
in some way to religious rites, because no other equally 
satisfactory explanation of their use can be given. 
That they were in no sense works of defence is evi­
dent from their position, almost invariably on the 
most level spot that could be selected and often over­
looked by neighboring elevations. Unlike the forti­
fications they are regular in form, the square and 
circle predominating and generally found in conjunc­
tion, but the ellipse, rectangle, crescent, and a great 
variety of other forms being frequent, and several 
different forms usually occurring together. A square 
with one or more circles is a frequent combination. 
The angles and curves are usually if not always per­
fectly accurate, and the regular, or sacred, enclosures 
probably outnumber by many the irregular ones, al-
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though they are of lesser extent. Enclosed areas of 
one to fifty acres are common. The groups are of 
great extent; one at Newark, Ohio, covers an area 
of nearly four square miles. A remarkable coinci­
dence was noticed by Mr Squier in the dimensions 
of the square enclosures, five or six of these having 
been found at long distances from each other, which 
measured exactly ten hundred and eighty feet square. 
Circles are, as a rule, smaller than the squares with 
which they are connected, two hundred to two hun­
dred and fifty feet being a common size. The 
largest of the enclosures, with an area of some six 
hundred acres, are those reported in the far west 
and north-west by early travelers whose reports are 
not confirmed.

The embankment itself differs from those already 
described only in being, as a rule, somewhat lower 
and narrower, although at Newark one is thirty 
feet high, and ip being constructed with less excep­
tions without the use of stones. The material as 
before was taken from the surface, ditches, or from 
pits, which latter are often described^-as wells, and 
may in some instances have served as such.

The following cut represents a group at Liberty, 
Ohio, typical of a large class in the Scioto Valley. 
The location is on the third terrace, the embankments 
of earth are not over four feet high, there is no ditch, 
and the earth seems to have been taken exclusively 
from pits, which, contrary to the usual custom, are 
within the enclosure. The square is oi^e of those 
already spoken of as agreeing exactly M dimensions 
with others at a distance. Additional dimensions are 
shown in the cut. The enclosures, both square and 
round, usually include several mounds. One at 
Mound City, square with rounded corners, covering 
thirteen acres, has twenty-four sacrificial mounds 
within its walls. At Portsmouth, there are four con­
centric circles, cut by four broad avenues facing, with 
slight variation, the cardinal points, and havipg a
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Sacred Enclosures—Liberty.

large terraced and truncated mound in the centre. 
The banks of one enclosure near Newark measure thirty 
feet in height from the bottom of the ditch; the usual 
height is from three to seven feet.

The circles often have an interior ditch; in some 
cases, as at Circleville and Salem, there are two cir­
cular embankments one within the other with a 
ditch between them ; but there is only one instance 
of an exterior ditch, in the work at Bourneville, 
Ohio, shown in the first cut. The wall is from eight 
to ten feet high, and the ditch is shallow. The larger
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circles have generally a single entrance, which is 
usually, hut not always, on the east. There are nu­
merous small circles from thirty to fifty feet in diam­
eter, found in connection with groups of large enclos­
ures, which have very light embankments and no 
entrances. These may very likely he the remains of 
lodges or camps. The larger circles are almost inva­
riably connected with squares or rectangles, which 
have similar embankments hut no ditches. These 
have very commonly an entrance at each angle and 
one in the middle of each side, hut the larger squares 
have often many more entrances.

The second cut shows a group of sacred enclosures 
at Hopeton, ( Miio, located on the third terrace. The 
walls of the rectangle are of a clayey loam, fifty feet 
thick and twelve feet high, without a ditch. The 
summit is wide enough for a wagon road. 'The walls 
of the circle are somewhat lower and composed of 
clay differing in color from that found in the vicinity. 
The two smaller circles have interior ditches. 'The 
cut gives a view of the same works as they appear 
from the east. The parallel embankments in the

View of Earth-works at Hopeton.

7*4 m,•*"<81
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south arc one hundred and fifty feet apart and extend 
half a mile to the hank of an old river bed. Two 
hundred paces north of the large circle, and not 
shown in the cuts, is another circle two hundred and 
fifty feet in diameter.

The enclosure shown in the next cut is that at 
Cedar Bank, near Chillicothe, Ohio, and seems to 
partake somewhat of the nature of a fortification.

3 2 Ac re « V

Cedar Bank Enclosures.

The west side is naturally protected by the river 
bank, and the other sides are enclosed by a wall and 
ditch, each forty feet wide and five to six feet high 
or deep. The bed of a small stream forms a natural 
ditch for one half of the eastern side. Within the 
enclosure in a line with the entrances is a raised 
platform four'*feet high, measuring one hundred and 
fifty by two hundred and fifty feet, with graded ways 
thirty feet wide, leading to the summit. The paral­
lels outside the enclosure are three or four feet high, 
fhe earth-work in Randolph County, Indiana, is
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sufficiently explained by the cut. This work, like

Fortified Square—Indiana.

the preceding, would seem to have been constructed 
partially with a view to defence. The work shown 
in the next cut is part of a group in Pike County, 
Ohio. The circle is three hundred feet in diameter.

Earth-work in Pike County, Ohio.
t
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The different enclosures of a group are often con­
nected by parallel embankments. Similar embank­
ments protect the roads leading from fortified works 
to the river bank or other source of water. Many 
are not connected with any enclosures, though in 
their vicinity; and in such cases they are very slight, 
from seven hundred to eight hundred feet long, and 
sixty to eighty feet apart. Some of these parallels 
were very likely raised roads instead of enclosed ones, 
as on the Little Miami River, where the embank­
ments extend about a quarter of a mile from two 
mounds, forming a semicircle round a third, being a 
rod wide and only three feet high. At Madison, 
Louisiana, there is a raised way three feet high, 
seventy-five feet wide, and two thousand seven hun­
dred feet long, with broad excavations three feet in 
depth extending on both sides for about two thirds 
its length. Two parallel banks at Piketon, Ohio, are 
shown in the cut. They are ten hundred and eighty

Parallel Embankments—Piketon.

feet long, two hundred and three feet apart at one 
end, and two hundred and fifteen at the other; the
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height on the outside being from live to eleven feet, 
but on the inside twenty-two fOeb at one end. A 
niodern carriage mad now runs between the mounds. 
From the end of one of them a slight embankment 
extends twenty-five hundred and eighty feet to a 
group of mounds.

In the north ditches seem never to occur, except 
with embankments; but in the south, where embank­
ments are rarely if ever found, ditches, or moats, are 
sometimes employed to enclose other works, espe­
cially in Georgia. Such a moat at Carterville com­
municates with the river, extends to a pond perhaps 
artificial, ami has two reservoirs, each of an acre, 
connected with it. The mounds and other monu­
ments are located between the river and the moat. 
I have already spoken of the pits which furnished 
earth for the various works, sometimes called wells; 
some wells of another class, found in the bed of 
streams and supplied with round covers, were found 
by Mr Squier to be the natural casts of septaria, or 
imbedded nodules of hard clay. %

The mound or heap form is the one most common 
in American antiquities as in those of nearly the 
whole world. Mounds are found throughout the 
Mississippi region as before bounded, and beyond its 
limits in many directions they merge into the small 
stone heaps which are known to have been thrown up 
by the Indians at road-crossings and over graves. 
They are most numerous in the upper Mississippi and 
Ohio valleys, in the same region where the embank­
ments also most abound. As I have said, the num­
ber in Ohio alone is estimated at more than ten thou­
sand. They are almost always found in connection 
with embankments and other works of the different 
classes described, but they are also very numerous in 
regions where enclosures rarely or never occur, as in 
Wisconsin and in the gulf states. From the central 
region about the junction of the Mississippi, Missouri,
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and Ohio, they gradually diminish in numbers in 
every direction, and also in size except perhaps to­
wards the south. They are found in valley and plain, 
on hill-side and hill-tup; isolated and in groups; within 
and without enclosures ; ^uid at long distances from 
other works. By their location alone no satisfactory 
classification could possibly be made ; still, when con­
sidered in connection with their contents and other 
circumstances, their location assumes importance. By 
their forms the tumuli are classified as temple-mounds, 
animal-mounds, and conical mounds.

Temple-mounds always have level summit plat­
forms, and are supposed to have once supported 
wooden structures, although no traces of such tem­
ples remain. A graded road straight or winding, of 
gentler slope than the sides of the mound, often 
leads to the top ; and in many cases the sides have 
one or more terraces. One in Tennessee, four 
hundred and fifty feet in diameter and fifty feet 
high, has ten clearly marked terraces, except on the 
east. The bases assume a variety of forms, square, 
rectangular, octagonal, round, oval, etc., but the 
curves and angles are always extremely regular. In 
the north they are usually within enclosures, but in 
the south, where they are most numerous, they have 
no embankments and are often arranged in groups, 
the smaller about a larger central mound. In size 
the temple-mounds vary from a height of five feet 
and a diameter of forty feet to ninety feet in altitude 
and a base-area of eight acres. In respect to form, 
material, structure, contents, and probable use they 
admit of no subdivision. Like the embankments 
they are made of earth, or rarely of stones, simply 
heaped up, with little care in the choice of material 
and none at all in the order of deposit.

The largest mound of this, or in fact of any, class 
is that at Cahokia, Illinois. Its base measures seven 
hundred by five hundred feet. The height is ninety 
feet. On one end above mid-height is a terrace plat-
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form one hundred and sixty by three hundred and 
fifty feet, and the summit area is two hundred by four 
hundred and fifty feet, or nearly two acres, the base 
covering over eight acres. On the top a small con­
ical mound was found, with some human bones, a 
deposit of doubtful antiquity. A mound is described 
at Lovedale, Kentucky, as being of octagonal base, 
five feet high, with sides of a hundred and fifty feet, 
three graded ascents, and two conical mounds on its 
summit. Mr JoneS states that parapet embank­
ments, round the edge of the summit, sometimes 
occur on the southern temple-mounds.

At Marietta, Ohio, are four mounds like that 
shown in the cut, within a square enclosure. The

Temple-Mound—Marietta, Ohio.

height of this one is ten feet. The mound at Selt- 
zerton, Mississippi, forty feet in height, covers nearly 
six acres, and has a summit area of four acres, on 
which are two conical mounds, also forty feet high 
and thirty feet in diameter. The base is surrounded 
with a ditch ten feet deep, an unusual feature. There 
are said to he large adobe blocks in the northern 
slope of . this pyramid, and the same material is 
reported in other southern structures. These reports 
require additional confirmation.

The Messier Mound, in Early County, Georgia,
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differs in its location from most temple-mounds, 
standing on the summit of a natural hill which over­
looks a hroad extent of country. The artificial height 
is fifty-five feet, and the summit area sixty-six by 
one hundred and fifty-six feet. There are no traces 
of any means of ascent, and the slopes are very steep. 
A ditch extends in a semicircle from corner to corner 
at the southern end, and thence down the slope of 
the hill. An excavation of two acres, twenty-five 
feet deep on an average, seems to have furnished 
the earth for the mound. A round well, sixty feet 
in diameter and forty feet deep is found at one end 
of the excavation. A temple-mound in the Na- 
cooclie Valley, Georgia, is elliptical in form, and has 
a summit area of sixty hy ninety feet.

An octagonal mound, forty-five feet high and one 
hundred and eighty feet in diameter at the top, is 
located on a hill top opposite the city of Macon ; it 
was formed of earth carried from the valley below. 
A temple-mound at Mason’s Plantation, on the 
.Savannah River, has been partly washed away by the 
water, which reveals along the natural surface of the 
ground a stratum a foot thick of charcoal, baked earth, 
ashes, broken pottery, shells, and bones of animals and 
birds, with a few human bones. The mound, which 
is of the surrounding alluvial soil, would seem to have 
been erected over a spot long occupied as an encamp­
ment. This mound, and another near it, were origin­
ally enclosed by a moat which communicated with 
the river, and widened on one side into a broad lagoon.

On Plunkett Creek, Georgia, is a mound of stones 
which has the appearance of a temple-mound, hav­
ing a summit area forty feet in diameter. Stone is 
rarely used in structures of this class ; perhaps this 
was originally a conical mound. There seem to be few 
large mounds in the south unaccompanied hy ditches, 
which seem here to have been introduced where em­
bankments would have been preferred in the north.

In a late number of the Cincinnati Quarter!>/
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Journal of Science I find described, unfortunately 
only on newspaper authority, a remarkable temple- 
mound, near Springfield, Missouri, on a hill three 
hundred feet high. It is of earth and stones, sixty 
two feet high, five hundred feet in diameter at the 
base and one hundred and thirty at the summit. A 
ditch, two hundred feet wide and five feet deep, sur­
rounds the base, and is crossed by a causeway, oppo­
site which a stairway of roughly hewn stones leads 
up the northern slope. The top is covered by a 
platform of stone, in the centre of which lies a stone 
ten bv twelve feet, and eleven inches thick, hollowed 
in the middle. This report without further confirma­
tion must be considered a hoax—at least so far as the 
stone steps, pavement, and altar are concerned.

The group of temple-mounds shown in the cut is

Mississippi Turn pi v-Mounds.
VOL. IV. 49



770 WORKS OF THE MOUND-BUILDERS.

in Washington County, Mississippi. Others similar 
in many respects to these are found at Madison, 
Louisiana.

Temple-mounds are homogeneous and never strati­
fied in their construction, and contain no relics ; that 
is, the object in their erection was simply to afford a 
raised platform, with convenient means of ascent.

Animal-mounds, the second class, are those that 
assume in their ground plan various irregular forms, 
sometimes those of living creatures, including quadru­
peds, birds, reptiles, fishes, and in a few cases men. 
Mounds of this class are very numerous in the north­
west, particularly in Wisconsin, and rarely occur 
further south, although there are a few excellent 
specimens in Ohio. They are most abundant in fer­
tile valleys and rarely occur on the lake shore. Nine 
tenths of them are simple straight, curved, or crooked 
embankments of irregular form, slightly raised above 
the surface, bearing no likeness to any natural object. 
In many, fancied to be like certain animals, the re­
semblance is imaginary. Those shaped like a taper­
ing club, with two knobs on one side near the larger 
end—a very common figure—are called ‘lizard- 
mounds;’ add two other protuberances on the oppo­
site side and we have the ‘turtle-mounds.’ Yet a 
few bear a clear resemblance to quadrupeds, birds, 
and serpents, and all evidently belong to the same 
class and were connected with the religious ideas of 
the builders. They are not burial mounds, contain no 
relics, are but a few' feet at the most above the ground, 
and are always composed of whitish clay, or the sub­
soil of the country. Their dimensions on the ground 
are considerable; rude effigies of human form are in 
some cases over one hundred feet long; quadrupeds 
have bodies and tails each from fifty to two hundred 
feet long; birds have wings of a hundred feet; ‘liz­
ard-mounds’ are two and even four hundred feet in 
length; straight and curved lines of embankment
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reach over a thousand feet; and serpents are equally 
extensive. They are grouped without any apparent 
order together with conical mounds, occasional em­
bankments, and few enclosures. They often form a 
line extending over a large tract. In some cases the 
animal form is an excavation instead of a mound, the 
earth being thrown up on the banks. An embank­
ment in Adams County, Ohio, on the summit of a 
hill much like those often occupied by fortifications, is 
thought to resemble a monster serpent with curved 
body and coiled tail, five feet high, thirty feet wide in 
the middle, and over one thousand feet long if un­
coiled. The jaws are wide open and apparently in 
the act of swallowing an oval mound measuring one 
hundred and sixty by eighty feet. On a hill over­
looking Granville, Ohio, is a mound six feet high and 
a hundred and fifty feet long, thought to resemble the 
form of an alligator. Stones are rarely used with 
the earth in the construction of aniuml-mounds, and 
only in a few cases has the presence encashes or other 
traces of fire been reported.

The third class of tumuli includes the conical 
mounds, mere heaps of earth and stones, so far as out­
ward appearance is concerned, generally round, often 
oval, sometimes square with rounded corners, or even 
hexagonal and triangular, in their base-forms, and 
varying in height from a few inches to seventy feet, 
in diameter from three or four to three hundred feet. 
A height of from six to thirty feet and a diameter of 
forty to one hundred feet would probably include a 
larger part of them. ( )f course the height has been 
reduced and the base1 increased by the action of rains 
more or less in different localities according to the 
material employed. Mounds of this class never have 
summit platforms or any means of ascent. They are 
here as elsewhere in America much more numerous 
than other mounds. Although so like one to another 
in form, they differ widely in location and contents.
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They are found on hill-tops and in the level plain. In 
the former case they are either isolated, grouped 
round fortifications, or extend in long lines at irreg­
ular intervals for many miles, suggesting boundary 
lines or fire signals. In the valleys they stand alone, 
in groups, or in connection with sacred enclosures. 
The groups are sometimes symmetrical, as when a 
number of mounds are regularly arranged about a 
larger central one, or are so place® as to form squares, 
circles, and other regular figures; hut often no sys­
tematic plan is observable. Alsb in connection with 
the enclosures part of them are symmetrically located 
with respect to entrances, angles, or temple-mounds ; 
while others are scattered apparently without fixed 
order. There are few enclosures that do not have a 
mound <)p]>osite each entrance on the inside. A com­
plete survey and restoration would probably show 
many mounds to belong to some regular system, that 
now appear isolated.

The material of the mounds requires no remark 
in addition to what has been said of other works. A 
large majority arc simply heaps of the earth nearest 
at hand. Stone mounds, or those of mixed materials, 
are rare, and are chiefly confined to the hill-top struc­
tures. Most of the earth mounds are homogeneous 
in structure, but some are regularly and doubtless 
intentionally stratified. Some of them in the gulf 
states are composed of shells, in addition to the shell- 
mounds proper formed by the gradual deposit of 
refuse shells, the contents of which served as food.

The contents of the mounds should be divided into 
two great classes; those deposited by the Mound- 
builders, and those of modern Indian or European 
origin. The distinction is important, but difficult; 
and in this difficulty is to he found the origin of 
many of the extraordinary reports and theories. The 
Indians have always felt a kind of veneration for the 
mounds as for something of mysterious origin and
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purpose, and have used them as burial places. The 
Indian habit of burying with their dead such articles 
as were prized by them when living, is well known ; as 
is also the value attached by them to trinkets ob­
tained by purchase or theft from Europeans. Con­
sequently articles of European manufacture, such a^_,. 
must have been obtained long before the coui&ry was 
to any great extent occupied by the whites, are often 
dug from the mounds and found elsewhere. The dis­
covery of silver crosses, gun-barrels, and French dials, 
does not, however, as Mr Squier remarks, justify the 
conclusion that the Mound-builders “were Catholics, 
used fire-arms, or spoke French.” The mounds are 
usually opened by injudicious explorers or by treas­
ure-seekers, who have, paid little attention to the 
location of the relics found or the condition of the 
surrounding soil. Museums and private yxfllections 
are full of spurious relics thus obtained/' It is cer­
tain in some cases, and probable in nmiiy more, that 
the mounds have been ‘salted’ with specimens with a 
view to their early investigation. Yet many mounds 
have been opened by scientific men, who have brought 
to light curious relics, surely the work of the Mound- 
builders. Such relics are found in the centre of the 
mounds, on or near the original surface of the ground, 
with the surrounding material undisturbed. In the 
stratified mounds any disturbance in the soil is easily 
detected, but with difficulty in the others. Reports 
of unusual relics should be regarded as not authentic 
unless accompanied by most positive proof.

Neither the embankments of sacred enclosures, the 
temple-mounds, nor the animal mounds, have been 
proved to contain any relics that may be attributed 
to the original builders. Many of the conical mounds 
do contain such relics, and by their contents or the 
lack of them, are divided into altar-mounds, burial 
mounds, and anomalous mounds.

Altar-mounds are always found within or near
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enclosures, and each one is found to contain some­
thing like an altar, made of burned clay or stone. 
The altars are generally of fine clay brought from 
some distance, burned hard sometimes to a depth of 
twenty inches. They were not burned before being 
put in place, but by the action of fires built upon or 
round them. Such as were very slightly burned 
had no relics. The stone altars are very rare, and 
are formed of rough slabs, and not hewn from a 
single block. They are square, rectangular, round, 
and oval; vary in size from two feet in diameter to 
fifteen by fifty feet, but are generally from five to 
eight feet ; are rarely over twenty inches high ; rest 
on or near the surface of the ground, in the centre of 
the mound ; and have a basin-shaped concavity on 
the top. The basin is almost always filled with 
ashes, in which are the relics deposited by the Mouml- 
huilders. Relics are much more numerous in the 
altar than in the burial mounds, but as they are of 
the same class, both may best be spoken of together. 
These altars are probably the structures spoken of by 
early explorers and writers as hearths; there are 
reports that some of them were made of burnt bricks.

A peculiarity of the altar-mounds is that they are 
formed of regular strata of earth, gravel, sand, clay, 
etc., which are not horizontal, but follow the curve of 
the surface. The outer layer is commonly of gravel. 
This stratification renders it easy to detect any mod­
ern disturbance of the mounds, and makes the altar 
relics especially interesting and valuable for scientific 
purposes. Over the ashes in one altar mound, were 
found plates of mica and some human bones. Skele­
tons are often found near the surface of these mounds, 
the strata above them being disturbed; in one case 
the Indians had penetrated to the centre and de­
posited a body on the altar itself. Sir John Lubbock 
inclines to the opinion that these were really sepul­
chral rather than sacrificial mounds, although lie had 
not personally examined them. Whatever their use,
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they certainly constitute a clearly defined class dis­
tinct from all others, and the name altar-mounds is 
as appropriate as any other.

Unstratified mounds, never within enclosures and 
generally at some little distance from them, contain­
ing human remains in their centres and undoubtedly 
erected as places of sepulture, constitute the second &
class, and are called burial mounds. The custom of 
heaping up a mound over the dead was probably imi­
tated for a long time by the tribes that followed the 
Mound-builders, so that the relics from these mounds 
arc less satisfactory than those found on the altars.
In the burial mounds that may be most confidently 
ascribed to the Mound-lniilders, the human remains 
are found in a situation corresponding to that of the 
altars. They are usually enclosed in a frame-work of 
logs, a covering of bark or coarse matting, or a com­
bination of these, which have left only faint traces.
< )f the skeleton only small fragments remain, which 
crumble on exposure to the air. In some cases there 
are indications that the body was burned before burial.
Each mound contains, as a rule, a single skeleton, 
generally but^not always placed east and west. \\ here 
several skeletons are found together, they are some­
times placed %i a circle with the heads towards the 
centre. The mounds never contain large numbers of 
skeletons, and cannot be regarded as cemeteries, but 
only as monuments reared over the remains of person­
ages high in rank. Way few skulls or 1mmes are 
recovered sufficiently entire to give anv idea of the 
Mound-builders’ physique, and these few show no 
clearly defined differences from the modern Indian 
tribes. Four or five burial mounds are often found in- 
a group, the smaller ones in such cases being grouped 
round a larger central one, generally in contact with 
its base. Mr Lapham sketched mounds in Wiscon­
sin where the body is deposited in a central basin-
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shaped excavation in the ground very much like those 
in Vancouver Island already described.

Of the eastern burial deposits not connected with 
the mounds I shall say very little. It has already 
been stated that the mounds were in no sense ceme­
teries. Only a favored few of what must have been 
a dense population were honored by these sepulchral 
monuments.. Obliged to seek elsewhere the general 
depositories of the dead, we find them of various 
classes in large numbers; but as yet very little has 
been done towards identifying any uf them as the 
resting-places of the Mound-builders. There are 
many bone-pits, or trenches filled with human bones, 
in the mound region; but some of the modern In­
dians are well known to have periodically collected 
and deposited in pits the bones of their dead. Large 
numbers of bodies have been found in the caves of 
Kentucky and Tennessee, well preserved by the nat­
ural deposits of saltpetre, and wrapped in skins, bark, 
or feather-cloth ; but the fact that such cloths were 
made and used by the southern tribes, renders the 
origin of these bodies uncertain. Besides the caves 
and trenches there are regular cemeteries, some of 
them very extensive. Seven of these are reported 
about Nashville, Tennessee, within a radius of ten 
miles, each being about a mile in extent. The graves 
are of Hat stones, ^ie in ranges, and contain skeletons 
much decayed, with some relics. The coffins, or 
graves, vary from two to six feet in length, and the 
smallest have sometimes been mentioned as indicating 
a race of pigmies; it is evident, however, that in such 
graves bones were not deposited until the fiesh had 
been removed. Sometimes there are traces of wooden 
coffins, in other cases there are only stones at the head 
and feet, and often there is no trace of any coffin. A 
few graves contain relics similar to those in the altar- 
mounds, and were covered with large forest trees 
when first seen by Europeans. Yet the comparatively 
well-preserved skeletons, and the presence in many
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cases of iron and relics clearly modern, render it well- 
nigh impossible to decide which, if any, of these cem­
eteries contain the remains of the Mound-builders.

Mounds of the third class are called anomalous,, 
and include all that are not evidently either altar or 
burial mounds, or which have some of the pecul­
iarities of both classes; for instance, in an elliptical 
mound an altar was found in one centre, and a skele­
ton in the other. Most prominent among thym are 
the hill-top heaps of earth, or—oftener than in the 
plains below—of stone. These have as a rule few 
original burial deposits, and no relics; are often near 
fortifications; and in many cases bear the marks of 
tire. Their use cannot be .accurately determined, but 
they are generally regarded as watch-towers and fire 
signal stations. Uf course, comparatively few of the 
Whole number of conical mounds have been explored, 
but so far as examined they seem to be about equally 
divided between the three classes. The mound 
shown in the cut is at Miamisburg, Ohio, and its class

y*\L,
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Mound at Miamiaburg.

1



778 WORKS OF THE MOUND-BUILDERS.

is not stated. It is sixty-eight feet high and eight 
hundred and fifty feet in circumference. Shell- 
mounds abounding in relics of aboriginal work are 
very numerous in the gulf states.

I shall pass briefly over the minor relics of abo­
riginal art since it is impossible in this volume to 
present illustrative cuts of the thousands of objects 
that have been found, or even of typical specimens. 
Such relics as are incontestably the work of the 
Mound-builders include articles of metal, stone, 
earthen ware, hone, and shell. They include imple­
ments and ornaments, besides which many are of 
unknown use. Most of the smaller specimens, whose 
use is unknown, are called by Mr DickesOn and 
others aboriginal coins; perhaps some of them did 
serve such a purpose.

'I'lie only metals found in the mounds arc copper 
and silver, the latter only in very small quantities. 
A few gold trinkets have been reported, hut the evi­
dence is not conclusive that such were deposited by 
the Mound-builders. Iron ore and galena occur, hut 
no iron or lead.

Copper is found in native masses, and also ham­
mered into implements and ornaments. There is no 
evidence that this metal was ever obtained from ore 
by smelting; it was all doubtless worked cold from 
native masses by hammering. Concerning the lo­
cality where it was procured, there is little or no 
uncertainty. The abundant deposits of native cop­
per about Lake Superior naturally suggest that 
region as the source of the copper supply; the dis­
covery of anciently worked mines strengthens the 
supposition; and the finding among the mounds of 
copper mixed with silver in a manner only found at 
Lake Superior, makes the matter a certainty. The 
modern tribes also obtained some copper from the 
same localities. The Mound builders were ignorant 
of the arts of casting, welding, and alloying. They
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had no means of hardening their copper tools, being 
in this respect less advanced than the Nahuas and 
Mayas. In fact copper implements arc much more 
rare than ornaments of the same metal. The imple­
ments include axes, hatchets, adzes, knives, spear­
heads, chisels, drills, etc. Ornaments are in the form 
of rings, gorgets, medals, bracelets, and beads, with a 
large variety of small articles of unknown use, some 
of them probably used as money. Very small 
models of larger implements like axes are often 
found, and were doubtless work as ornaments.

Silver is of much rarer occurrence than copper, was 
obtained probably from the same region, and is almost 
invariably found in the form of sheets hammered out 
very thin and closely wrapped about small ornaments 
of cupper or shell. So nicely is the wrapping done 
that it often resembles plating. The gold whose dis­
covery has been reported has been in the form of 
beads and so-called coins. Mr Dickcson speaks con­
fidently of gold, silver, copper, and galena money left 
by the Mound builders. There is no evidence that 
the use of iron was known, except the extreme diffi­
culty of clearing forests and carving stone with im­
plements of stone and soft copper.

Specimens of aboriginal pottery are very abundant, 
although much less so within the mounds than else­
where near the surface. Mr Squicr says, “various 
though not abundant specimens of their skill have 
been recorded, which in elegance of model, delicacy, 
and finish, as also in fineness of material, come fully 
up to the best Peruvian specimens, to which they 
bear, in many respects, a close resemblance. They 
far exceed anything of which the existing tribes of 
Indians are known to have been capable.” The speci­
mens in the mound-deposits are, with very few ex­
ceptions, broken. The material is usually a pure 
clay, sometimes with a slight admixture of pulverized 
quartz or colored flakes of mica, but such admixtures
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are much rarer than in modern specimens. Notwith­
standing their great regularity of form and beauty of 
finish, none bear signs that the potter’s wheel was 
used in their construction, and no vessels are glazed 
by vitrification. They are decorated with various 
graceful figures, including those of living animals, cut 
in with sharp instruments. A few crucibles, capa­
ble of withstanding intense heat, have been found, 
also terra-cotta images of animals and men, and or­
naments or coins in small quantities. Pottery-kilns 
are found in the south, but that they were the work 
of the Mound-builders has not been satisfactorily 
proven. Specimens of the finer class of vases are 
shown in the cut. The first is of pure clay with a

Earthen Vases from the Mounds.

slight silicious mixture. It is five and a half inches 
high and six and a half in diameter, not over one 
sixth of an inch in uniform thickness, ni creed with 
four holes in the line round the rim, dark brown or 
umber in color, and highly polished. The decorative 
lines are cut in with a sharp instrument which left no 
ragged edges. The second vase is of somewhat 
smaller size and coarser material; but more elaborately 
ornamented and only one eighth of an inch in tliick- 
ness.
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Stone implements are more abundant than those 
of any other material in the altar-mounds and else- 
Avhere. They include arrow and spear heads, knives, 
axes, hatchets, chisels, and other variously formed cut­
ting instruments, with hammers and pestles. These 
are made of quartz and other hard varieties of stone, 
all belonging to the mound region except the obsid­
ian. There is no doubt that obsidian implements 
were used by the Mound-builders, and as this mate­
rial is said not to be found nearer than Mexico and 
California, it is perhaps as likely that the imple­
ments were obtained by trade as that they were 
manufactured in the country. Neither the obsidian 
knives, nor other stone weapons, show any marked 
differences from those found in Mexico, Central 
America, and most other parts of the world. Lance 
and arrow heads, finished and in the rough, entire or 
more frequently broken by the action of tire, are 
taken by hundreds and thousands from the altar- 
mounds; several bushels of lance-heads of milky 
quartz were found in one mound. It is a remarkable 
fact, however, that no weapons whatever are found 
in burial mounds. Beads, rings, and other orna­
ments of stone are often found, with a variety of 
anomalous articles whose use is more or less im­
perfectly understood. Besides weapons and knives, 
pipes are the articles most abundant, and on which 
the Mound-builders expended most lavishly their 
skill, carving the bowls into a great variety of beau­
tiful forms, at what must have been an immense 
outlay of labor. A remarkable peculiarity of their 
pipe-carvings is that accurate representations are 
given of different natural objects instead of the rude 
caricatures and monstrosities in which savage art 
usually delights. Nearly every beast, bird, and rep­
tile indigenous to the country is truthfully repre­
sented, together with some creatures now only found 
in tropical climates, such as the lamantin and toucan. 
The pipes generally consist of a bowl rising from the
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centre of the convex side of a curved base, one end 
of which serves as a handle and the other is pierced 
for a stem. They are always cut from a single piece, 
the material being generally a hard porphyry, often 
est red, and strongly resembling in some cases the 
red pipe-stone of the Coteau des Prairies. The lo­
cality where this pipe material was obtained is un­
known. Many of the sculptured figures show skillful 
workmanship and a high polish; 1 think that many 
of them are not inferior to the products of Nahua 
and Maya skill. Some rude stone images of un­
known use have been found at various points, but I 
am not aware that any relics have been authentically 
reported from the altar-mounds which indicate that 
the ancient people were worshipers of idols. Mica is 
the mineral most common in both altar and burial 
mounds, where it occurs in plates cut into a great 
variety of forms. Some of them have been con­
jectured to have served as mirrors. Bushels are 
sometimes deposited in a single mound. Pieces of 
coal artificially formed are included by JJiekeson 
among his aboriginal coins.

Bones of indigenous animals are found worked 
into daggers, awls, and similar implements; or as 
ornaments in the form of beads. Similar use was 
made of the teeth and talons of beasts and birds. 
Teeth of the bear, wolf, panther, alligator, and shark, 
have been found, some of the latter being fossils, 
together with large quantities of teeth resembling 
those of the whale, but not fully identified.

Five varieties of marine shells, all from the gulf 
shores, have been examined, with pearls whose size 
and numbers prove that they are not of fresh-water 
origin. Both are used for ornaments, chiefiy in the 
form of beads. Pearls are also found in a few in­
stances serving as eyes for animal and bird sculptures. 
Some articles of bone and shell have been mistaken 
for ivory and accredited with an Asiatic origin,
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through ignorance that their material is found on the 
shores of the gulf. Many articles found in the 
mounds, and not perhaps included in the preceding 
general description, are interesting, hut could only 
he described in a detailed account, for which 1 have 
no space; hut most relics not thus included are of 
doubtful authenticity, and a doubtful monument of 
antiquity should always he attributed to modern 
times.

The ancient miners have left numerous traces of 
their work in the region of Lake Superior. At one 
place a piece of pure copper weighing over five tons 
was found fifteen feet below the surface, under trees 
at least four hundred years old. It had been raised 
on skids, bore marks of tire, and some stone imple­
ments were scattered about. There is no evidence 
that the tribes found in possession of the country by 
the first French missionaries ever worked these mines, 
or had any tradition of a people that had worked 
them, although both they and their ancestors had 
copper knives hammered from lumps of the metal, 
which are very commonly found on the surface. All 
the traditions and Indian stories of ‘mines’ may most 
consistently he referred to these natural superficial de­
posits. The ancient mines were for the most part in 
the same localities where the best modern mines are 
worked. Most of them have left as traces only slight 
depressions in the surface, the tit/ding of which is 
regarded by prospectors as a tolerably sure indication 
of a rich vein of copper. The cut represents a sec­
tion of one of the veins of copper-bearing rock 
worked by the ancient miners. The mass of copper 
at a weighed about six tons. At the top a portion of 
the stone had been left across the vein as a support. 
Copper implements, ' g wedges used in mining
as ‘gads,’ are found in and about the old mines; with 
hammers of stone, mostly grooved for withe handles. 
Some weigh from thirty to forty pounds and have two

1059
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x\\\\
Section of an old Copper Mine.

grooves ; others again are not grooved at all. In one 
case remains of a handle of twisted cedar-roots were 
found, and much-worn wooden shovels often occur. 
There are no enclosures, mounds, or other traces of a 
permanent settlement of the Mound-builders in the 
mining region. It is probable that the miners came 
each summer from' the south; in fact, it would have 
been impossible to work the mines in winter by their 
methods.

Nearly all the coins, medals, stone tablets, etc., that* 
have been discovered within the region occupied by 
the Mound-builders, bearing inscriptions in regular 
apparently alphabetic characters, may be proved to be 
of European origin; and the few specimens that do 
not admit of such proof should of course lie attributed 
to such an origin in the absence of conclusive evidence 
to the contrary. Rude delineations of men, animals, 
and other recognizable objects, together with many 
arbitrary, perhaps conventional, characters, are of fre-
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3lient occurrence on the walls of caves, on perpen- 
icular river-cliffs, and on detached stones. They are 

sometimes incised, but usually painted. Most hear a 
strong resemblance to the artistic efforts of modern 
trilies; and those which seem to bear marks of a 
greater antiquity, have by no means been identified 
as the work of the Mound-builders. These eastern 
rock-ins _ s do not call for additional remarks, 
after what has been said of similar carvings in other 
regions. Many of the figures have a meaning to 
those who make them, but that meaning, as in all 
writings of this class, perishes with the artist and his 
immediate times. Attempts by zealous antiquaries 
to penetrate the signification of particular inscriptions 
—as that on Dighton ixock, Massachusetts, and other 
well-known examples—have failed to convince any 
but the determined advocate of such theories as seem 
to derive support from the so-called translation. My 
father saw a stone tablet taken from a stone mound 
near Newark, covered with carved characters, which 

# the clergyman of the town pronounced to be the ten 
commandments in ancient Hebrew. J have no doubt 
that the figures did closely resemble the ancient He­
brew in one respect at least—that is, in ’ g equally 
unfamiliar to the clergyman.

Without taking up here the various theories re­
specting the origin, history, and disappearance of the 
Mound-builders, it may be well to express in a few 
brief conclusions what may be learned of this people 
by an examination of the monuments which they 
have left.

They were a numerous people, as is sufficiently 
proveil by the magnitude and geographical extent of 
their works. They were probably one people, that is, 
composed of tribes living under similar laws, religion, 
and other institutions. Such variations as are ob­
served in the monuments are only those that would 
naturally occur between central and frontier regions,

VOL. IV. SO
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although the animals-mounds of the north-west 
present some difficulties. The Mound-builders were 
an agricultural people. Tribes that live by hunting 
never build extensive public works, neither would 
the chase support a sufficiently large population for 
the erection of such works. Moreover, the location 
of the monuments in the most fertile sections goes 
far to confirm this conclusion. Some of the larger 
enclosures have been supposed,—only by reason of 
their size, however,—to have been cultivated fields; 
and evident traces of an ancient cultivation are found, 
although not clearly referable to the Mound-builders.

There is nothing to show an advanced civilization 
in the modern sense of the word, but they were civ­
ilized in comparison with the roving hunter-tribes of 
later times. They knew nothing of the use of metals 
beyond the mere hammering of native masses of 
copper and silver; they built no stone structures; 
they had seemingly made no approach to the higher 
grades of hieroglyphic writing. Their civilization as 
recorded by its material relics consisted of a knowl­
edge of agriculture; considerable skill in the art of 
fortification; much greater skill than that of the 
Indians in the manufacture of pottery and the carv­
ing of stone jupes; the mathematical knowledge dis­
played in the laying-out of perfect circles and ac­
curate angles, and in the correspondence in size 
between different works. Their earth-works show 
more perseverance than skill; no one of them neces­
sarily implies the use of mechanical aids to labor; 
there is none that a large number^tomen might not 
construct by carrying earth in simple baskets.

All traces of their architecture have ” _ ared.
It has been suggested that were .the temples yet 
standing on their pyramidal foundations, they might 
compare favorably with those of Central" America 
and Mexico. Hut the construction of wooden edifices 
with any pretensions to grandeur and symmetry, by 
means of stone and soft copper tools, seems abso-

4754



CONCLUSIONS. 787

lately impossible; at least such structures would 
require infinitely greater skill than that displayed by 
the Naliuas and Mayas, and it is more reasonable to 
suppose that the temples of the Mound-builders were 
rude wooden buildings.

The monuments imply a wide-spread religious sys­
tem under a powerful priesthood; private devotion 
manifests itself on a scale less magnificent, and one 
involving less hard work. Of their rites we know 
nothing. The altar-mounds suggest sacrifice; burned 
human bones, human sacrifice.' Gateways on the 
east, and the east and west direction of embankments 
and skeletons may connect worship with the sun; but 
all is conjecture. No idols, known to be such, have 
been found; the cemeteries, if any of them belong to 
the Mound-builders, show no uniform usage in burial. 
The ancient people lived under a system of govern­
ment considerably advanced, more than likely in the 
hands of the priesthood, but of its details we know 
nothing. A social condition involving some form of 
slavery would be most favorable for the construction 
of such works.

The monuments described are not the work of the 
Indian tribes found in the country, nor of any tribes 
resembling them in institutions. Those tribes bad no 
definite tradition even of past contact with a superior 
people, and it is only in the south among the little- 
known Natchez, that slight traces of a descent from, 
or imitation of, the Mound-builders appear. Most 
and the best authorities deem it impossible that the 
Mound-builders were even the remote ancestors of the 
Indian tribes; and while inclined to he less positive 
than most who have written on the subject respecting 
the possible changes that may have been effected by 
a long course of centuries, I thing that the evidence 
of a race locally extinct is much stronger here than 
in any other part of the continent.

The monuments are not sufficient in themselves to 
absolutely prove or disprove the truth of any one of
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the following theories : 1st. An indigenous culture 
springing up among the Mississippi tribes, founded 
on agriculture, fostered by climate and other unknown 
circumstances, constantly growing through long ages, 
driving hack the surrounding walls of savagism, hut 
afterwards weakened hy unknown causes, yielding 
gradually to savage hordes, and finally annihilated or 
driven in remnants from their homes southward. 2d. 
A colony from the southern peoples already started in 
the path of civilization, growing as before in power, 
but at last forced to yield their homes into the pos­
session of savages. .‘id. A migrating colony from the 
north, dwelling long in the land, gradually increasing- 
in power and culture, constantly extending their do­
minion southward, and finaljy abandoning voluntarily 
or against their will, the north for the more favored 
south, where they modified or originated the southern 
civilization. s

The last theory, long a very popular one, is in it­
self less consistent and receives less support from the 
relics than the others. The second, which has some 
points in common with the first, is most reasonable 
and best supported by monumental and traditional 
evidence. The temple-mounds strongly resemble in 
their principal features the southern pyramids; at 
least they imply a likeness of religious ideas in the 
builders. The use of obsidian implements shows a 
connection, either through origin, war, or commerce, 
with the Mexican nations, or at least with nations 
who came in contact with the Nalmas. There are, 
moreover, several Nalma traditions respecting the 
arrival on their coasts from the north-east, of civilized 
strangers. There is verv little evidence that the 
Mound builders introduced in the south the Nalma 
civilization, and none whatever that the Aztec migra 
tion start Al from the Mississippi Valley, but I am 
inclined to believe that there was actually a connec­
tion between the two peoples; that the Mound-build­
ers, or those that introduced their culture, were

'«•a
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originally a Naliua colony, and that these people may 
be referred to in some of the traditions mentioned. 
Without claiming to he able to determine exactly the 
relation between the Mound-builders and Nalmas, 
1 shall have something further to say on this subject 
in another volume.

Thu works were not built by a migrating people, 
but by a race that lived long in the land. It seems 
unlikely that the results attained could have been 
accomplished in less than four or live centuries. Noth­
ing indicates that the time did not extend to thou­
sands of years, but it is only respecting the minimum 
time thafx there can be any grounds for reasonable 
conjecture. NJf we suppose the civilization indigenous, 
of course a much longer period must be assigned to 
its development than if it was introduced by a migra­
tion—or rather a colonization, for civilized and semi- 
civilized peoples do not migrate en masse. Moreover a 
northern origin would imply a longer duration of time 
than one from the south, where a degree of civiliza­
tion is known to have existed.

How long a time has elapsed since the Mound- 
builders abandoned their works? Here again a mini­
mum estimate only can be sought. No work is more 
enduring than an embankment of earth. There is no 
positive internal proof that they were not standing 
one, live, or ten thousand years ago. The evidences 
of an ancient abandonment of the works, or serious 
decline of the builders’ power, are as follows: 1st, 
the fact that none of them stand on the last-formed 
terrace of (lie rivers, most on the oldest terrace, and 
that those on the second bear in some cases marks of 
having been invaded by water. The rate of terrace- 
forming varies on different streams, and there are no 
sufficient data for estimating in years the time re­
quired for the formation of any one of the terraces, 
at least scientific men are careful not to give a defin­
ite opinion in the matter; but it is evident that each 
required a very long period, and the last one a much
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lunger time than any of the others, on account of the 
gradual longitudinal leveling of the river-beds. 2d. 
The complete disappearance of all wooden structures, 
which must have been of great solidity. 3d. The 
advanced state of decomposition of human bones in a 
soil well calculated for their preservation. Skeletons 
are found in Europe well preserved at a known age 
of eighteen hundred years. 4th. The absence of the 
Mound-builders from the traditions of modern tribes. 
Nothing would seem more likely to be preserved in 
mythic or historic traditions than contact with a 
superior people, and the mounds would serve to keep 
the traditions alive. 5th. The fact that the monu­
ments were covered in the seventeenth century with 
primitive forests, uniform with those which covered 
the other parts of the country. In this latitude the 
age of a forest tree may be much more accurately 
determined than in tropical climates; and trees from 
four to five hundred years old have been examined in 
many well-authent icated cases over mounds and em­
bankments. Egually large trees in all stages of 
decomposition were found at their feet on and under 
the ground, so that the abandonment of the works 
must be dated back at least twice the actual age of 
the standing trees. It is a fact well known to 
woodsmen that when cultivated land is abandoned 
the first growth is very unlike the original forest, 
both in the species and size of the trees, and that 
several generations would be required to restore the 
primitive timber. Consequently a thousand years 
must have passed since some of the works were 
abandoned. The monuments of the Mississippi pre­
sent stronger internal evidence of great antiquity 
than anv others in America, although it by no means 
follows that they are older than Palenque and Copan. 
The height of the Mound-builders’ power should not, 
without very positive external evidence, be placed at 
a later date than the fifth or sixth century of our era.



CHAPTER XIV.

PERUVIAN ANTIQUITIES.

Two Epochs of Peruvian Civilization—Aboriginal Government, 
Religion, and Arts — Contrasts — The Huàk,vs— Human Re­
mains Articles of Metal — Copper Implements—Gold and 
Silver Vases and Ornaments—Use of Iron unknown Aborig­
inal Engineering—Paved Roads Peruvian PoÎteiiv Ruins 
of PachacamAc- Mausoleum of (T ei.av Gran-Chimu IIuaca 
of Misa Temple of the Sun Remains on the Island of Titi­
caca ("HAVIN' DE II VANTA —111" ANUCO EL VlEJO—CUZCO—MONU­
MENTS OF T’lAIIUANACO — ISLAND OF COATI.

I ( ’ with a short chapter on Peruvian antiq­
uities, made lip for the most part from -the work of 
Rivero and Tschudi, and illustrated with the cuts 
copied from that work for Mr Baldwin's account.1 

Ancient Peru included also modern Ecuador, Bolivia, 
and a large part of Chili; and the must remarkable 
monuments of antiquity are considered the works of a 
people preceding that found by Pizarro in possession 
of the country, and hearing very much the same rela­
tion to the subjects of the Incas as the ancient Mayas 
here to the Quiches of Cuateinala, or perhaps the 
Toltecs to the Aztecs. The Peruvians that came into 
contact with the Spaniards were superior in some re-

1 Rivero am/ Tschudi, Antiejüedades Peruana*t Viena, 1851, with atlas; 
Rivero, Antifjuedadcs Peruanas, Lima, 1-841; Rivero and Tschudi's Peru­
vian Antiquities, N. Y., 1855; this translation is in many instances very 
faulty; Raidud'Ts Ancient America, pp. ‘220-5(3.
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spccts to the Aztecs. At least equally advanced in 
the various mechanical and fine arts, except sculpture 
and architectural decoration, they lived under as per­
fect a system of government, and rendered homage to 
less bloodthirsty gods. They kept their records by 
means of qui/ms, or knotted strings, a method prob­
ably as useful practically as the Aztec picture-writing, 
but not so near an approach to an alphabet ; while the 
more ancient nations have left nothing to compare 
with the hieroglyphic tablets of Central America, and 
the evidence is far from satisfactory that they pos­
sessed any advanced art in writing. It will be seen 
from the specimens to be presented that their archi­
tecture, though perhaps more massive than that of 
Mayas or Nalmas, is not on the whole of a superior 
character. The most marked contrasts are found in 
the occurrence in Peru of cyelopean structures, the 
use of larger blocks of stone, the comparative absence 
of the pyramidal foundations, of architectural and 
hieroglyphic sculpture, and the more extensive use of 
adobes as a building-material.

Hum a is the Peruvian name for any venerated or 
holy structure, but is usually applied to the conical 
mounds of the country, mostly mounds of sepulture. 
Thousands of these have been opened and from them 
have been taken a great variety of relics, together 
with preserved mummies wrapped in native cloth. 
The relics include implements and ornaments of 
metal, stone, bone, shell, and wood. The Peruvians 
seem to have had a more abundant supply of metals 
than the civilized nations of North America, and to 
have been at least equally skillful in working them. 
The cuts show specimens of copper cutting imple­
ments, of which a great variety are found. Besides 
copper, they had gold and silver in much greater 
abundance than the northern artisans, and the arts 
of melting, casting, soldering, beating, inlaying, and 
carving these metals, were carried to a high degree of 
perfection. Every one has read the marvelous ac-
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Peruvian Copper Implements.

counts, naturally exaggerated, hut still with much 
foundation in truth, of the immense quantities of 
gold obtained by the Spaniards in Peru; of the room 
filled with golden utensils by the natives as a ransom 
for the Inca Atahuallpa. A golden vase is shown in 
the cut. Large quantities of gold have been taken

Golden Vase from Peru.

in more modern times from the huaeas, where it was 
doubtless placed in many cases to keep it from the 
hands of the conquerors. Most of the articles have 
of course gone to the melting-pot, but sufficient speci­
mens have been preserved or sketched to show the 
degree of excellence to which the Peruvian smiths
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hud attained. The following cut shows a silver vase.

Silver Vase from Peru.

m m

Tlie search for treasure in the huaeas still goes on, 
and is not always unrewarded. Tin, lead, and quick­
silver are said to have been worked by the natives. 
Iron ore is very abundant in Peru, hut the only evi­
dence that iron was used is the difficulty of executing 
the native works of excavation and cutting stone 
without it, and the fact that the metal had a name in 
the native language. No traces of it have ever been 
found. The cut shows two copper tweezers.

Copper Implements from Peru.

Among the most remarkable Peruvian remains are 
the paved roads which crossed the country in every 
direction, especially from north to south. Two of 
the grandest highways extended from the region 
north of Quito southward to Cuzco, and according to
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-some authors still farther to Chili. One runs over 
the mountains, the other chiefly through the plains. 
Their length is at least twelve hundred miles, and 
the grading of the mountain road presented, as Mr 
Baldwin believes, far greater difficulties than the 
Pacific Railroad. These roads are from eighteen to 
twenty-six feet wide, protected at the sides by a 
thick wall, and paved generally with stone blocks, 
but sometimes with a mixture of cement and fine 
stone an aboriginal infringement on the ‘Macadam’ 
process. The highways followed a straight course, 
and turned aside for no obstacle. Ravines and 
marshes were filled up with masonry, and the solid 
rock of the mountains was cut away for many miles. 
But when rivers were encountered, light suspension 
bridges seem to have been resorted to instead of 
massive stone bridges. It is true that the most 
glowing accounts of these roads are found in the 
writings of the Conquistadores, and that only ruined 
portions now remain; but the reports of Humboldt 
and others, respecting the remains, leave little doubt 
of their former imposing character.

Articles of pottery, of which three specimens arc 
shown in the cuts, are at least equal in material and

ilk' ili.nl
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Peruvian Pottery.
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Peruvian Pottery.

finish to those produced by Nahua and Maya potters. 
The finest specimens are vases found in sepulchral 
deposits, and many utensils designed for more com­
mon use are preserved by the present inhabitants, 
and are preferred for their solidity to the work of 
modern potters. Small images of human and animal 
iorms in terra cotta, as in gold and silver, are of even 
more frequent occurrence than utensils. There is no 
evidence that the images were fashioned with a different 
purpose here and in the north; some were simply 
ornaments, a few probably portraits, others miniature 
deities, deposited from superstitious motives with the 
dead.

About twenty miles south of Lima, in the valley 
of Lurin, and overlooking the sea, are the ruins of 
Paehacamac, shown in the cut. This was a city of 
the Incas, that is, it belonged to tlnf later period of 
Peruvian civilization. All the structures were built 
of adobes, and are much dilapidated. The Tem­
ple of the Sun stands on a hill six hundred feet high, 
the upper portion of which shows traces of having 
been divided into terraces over thirty feet high and 
five to eight feet wide. The adobe wall which sur­
rounds the temple is from eight to eleven feet thick, 
and is only standing to the height of four to five feet.
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Ruins of Puchacamac.

Tlie ruined structures are very numerous, and on 
one of the inner walls some traces of red and yellow 
paint are visible.

In the district of Santo Tomas in the north, at 
Cuelap, a grand and peculiar ruin is described by Sr 
Nieto in an official government report. A mass - of 
earth, probable, although not fully examined in the in­
terior -is faced with a solid wall of hewn stone, and is 
thirty-six hundred feet long, five hundred and seventy 
feet wide, and one hundred and titty teet in perpen­
dicular height. On the summit stands another simi­
lar structure six hundred by five hundred teet and 
also one hundred and fifty feet high. I he lower wall 
is pierced with three entrances to an inclined plane 
leading in a curved line to the summit, with sentry- 
boxes at intervals and on the summit. 1 liese pas­
sages are six feet wide at the base but only two at the 
top, and those of the second story are similar. In 
both stories there are chambers, in the walls of which 
and in the outer walls there are small niches contain-
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ing skeletons. Some of the upper chambers are paved 
with large Hat stones, on each of which lies a skele­
ton. The report of this immense structure is proba­
bly founded on fact hut greatly exaggerated.

The ruins of Gran-Chinni, in the vicinity of 
Truxillo, cover an area of three quarters of a league, 
and beyond these limits are seven or eight great en­
closures with adobe walls, in some of which are con­
ical mounds, or huacas, and some traces of buildings. 
The two principal structures, called palaces, arc sur­
rounded by walls one hundred and forty feet high, 
sixteen feet thick at the base, but tapering to three 
or four feet at the top. Round one of the palaces 
the wall is double, as shown by the section in the 
cut. The English translation of Rivero, instead of

Adobe Walls at Gran-Chimu.

surrounding one of the palaces with a double wall 
like the original, represents one wall as being twice 
as high and thick as the other. These walls, like all 
the structures of Gran-Chinni, arc of adobes nine by 
eighteen inches, resting on a foundation of rough 
stones laid in clay. In connection with the larger 
palace is a square containing apartments, the walls of 
which are a conglomerate of gravel and clay, smooth, 
and whitewashed on the interior. There are also 
plazas and streets regularly laid out, and a reservoir 
which by a subterranean aqueduct was supplied with
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water from the Rio Moche two miles distant. This 
palace—and hy palace, a group of edifices within an 
enclosure, rather than a single edifice, seems to he 
meant—has two entrances, one in the middle of each 
long side. The second palace is one hundred and twen­
ty five yards further east, and is also divided hy squares 
and narrow streets. At one end is the hu.aca of 
Misa, surrounded hy a low wall, pierced hy galleries 
and rooms in which have heen found mummies, 
cloths, gold and silver, implements, and a wooden 
idol with pieces of pearl-shell. All the inner walls 
are built of a mass of clay and gravel or of adobes. 
The cut shows specimens of the ornamentation, which

_c.c^5ec^ccc^çç.o,o:çfçtqq;Ç

Decorations at Gran-Chinni.

seem to bear outwardly a slight resemblance to the 
mosaic work of Mitla, although the method of their 
construction is not explained. “Outside of these 
notable edifices, there is an infinite number of squares 
and small houses, some round and others square, 
which were certainly dwellings of the lower classes, 
and whose great extent indicates that the population 
must have been very large.” Among the ruins are
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many truncated conical mounds, or huacj^ of fine 
gravel, from some of which interesting relics and 
large quantities of gold have been taken. The so- 
called Temple of the Sun is three quarters of a 
league east of the city near Moche, in connection 
with which are several adobe structures, one of them, 
perhaps the temple itself, so far as may he determ­
ined by Rivero’s vague account, made worse than 
vague in the English translation, is a regular pyra­
mid of adobes. It is four hundred and fourteen I>v 
four hundred and thirty feet at the base,three hun­
dred and forty-five feet wide on the summit, and over 
eighty feet high, built in terraces, pierced with a 
gallery through the centre, and affording a tine view 
of the sea and the city of Truxillo.

The cut represents a ruin on the Island of Titicaca

- •
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Ruin at Titicaca.

in the lake of the same name. These island remains 
are among the oldest of Peruvian antiquities, and all
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the structures are built of hewn stone. Respecting 
these ruins we only learn from the explorers that 
“though not very imposing” they are well preserved, 
“with windows and doors, with posts and thresholds 
of hewn stone also, these being wider below than 
above.” Another ruin on the same island is shown 
in the cut on the following page. .

At Cliavin de Huanta the structures are* built of 
hewn stone very accurately joined without any mortar 
m sight on the outside, and a rubble of rough stones 
and clay on the inside. In a building spoken of as 
a fortress there is a covered way with rooms at its 
sides, all covered with sandstone blocks about twelve 
feet long. The walls are six feet thick, and in the 
interior is the opening to a subterranean passage 
which is saiil to lead under the river to another build­
ing. In the gallery human bones and some relics 
were found. Thu modern town is built mostly over 
the ruins of an ancient aqueduct, and a bridge over 
the stream is built of three immense stones, each over 
twenty feet long, taken from the fort. The ancient 
people were especially skillful in the construction of 
aqueducts, some of which were reported by the early 

' writers as several hundred miles in length, and a few 
of which of less extent are still in actual use.

The cut represents the Mirador, or look-out,at Hua- 
liuco el Viejo. This structure measures about one

J \ ■ W «

1*1 M iratlor Huamieo.
YuL. IV. 61



l’KIM VIAN AXTKjL'jj'IE.S.

m « I

•sln»\v i

-M

■1! - 1

n ’ >■ -.m



Kl INS UK III ANTI'O. HI III

huiulml Iiv onu hundred and sixty feet at tliu liasc, 
and is almut lift veil feet liigli, in a pyramidal form 
w itlmiit terraces and furnished with a parapet wall 
enclosing tlie summit platform. The foundation is uf 
rune'll stmies, which tdrin two steps projecting four or 
live I vet, in it clearly indicated in the cut. I lie walls 
or fitfiiups are ol hewn hlocks of limestone ahout lour 
feet and a hall lone- hv a foot and a halt thick. I he 
blocks are very accurately cut and laid in cement. 
The interior is filled with gravel and clav, with a con­
cavity in the centre popularly supposed to communi­
cate I iv means of a subterranean gallery with the 
palace some half a mile distant. From a doorway in 
the parapet wall on the south an inclined plane 
which seems often to have taken the place <>! a stair­
way in IVru leads down to the ground. < hi the 
wall at each side of the entrance crouches an animal 
in stone, so much damaged that its kind cannot he 
determined.

A nut her noted ruin at Huaniieo is that whose en­
trance is shown in the cut. The walls are ot round

( iiilcwav at 11iiauueo.

i y*g-L rp
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stones irregularly laid in mortar, a kind of rubble 
called bv the Peruvians /mrn, but the gateway, 
shown in the cut, is built of hewn blocks three y mas 

as 1 iivero savs. probably un an my h yt by one and 
a half. The lilltel IS Olie stolle block eleven h'ct long, 
and tin- inclined posts are said to 1......1 one piece, a 1



804 I I’KIU'VIAN ANTIljl ITIKS.

though the cut indicates that each is composed of 
four. The animals sculptured over the gateway at 
the sides are called monkevs hy Rivero. \\ ithin the 
structure there are five similar gateways shown in the 
preceding cut andhirthe following ground plan. J n

(irouml Plan Huunucu.

the interior are rooms of cut stone, with inches in the 
walls, an aqueduct, and a reservoir. The quarries 
that supplied the stone for the Huanueo structures 
are still seen about half a mile away. Many traces 
of buildings of round stones in clay are found in the 
same vicinity.

Near ( ’hupan, a tower is mentioned on the verge 
of a precipice overhanging the Uio Mara non. In 
the district of'.lumn there is .a line or system of 
fortifications on the precipitous cliffs of a ravine, built 
mostly of micaceous slate. At Cuzco are some re­
mains of the city of the Incas, and there is said to 
lie some evidence that this city was founded on the 
ruins of another of an earlier epoch; the latter in­
cluding part of the fortification of ( Hlantaytambo, 
built of stones cut in irregular forms, some of them 
of great size, and very neatly joined.
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Tlie ruins at Tiahuanaco, ton or twelve miles from 
Lake Titicaca, are considered among the most ancient 
in Peru. They include stones from fifteen to twenty 
feet high, some cut, others rough, standing in rows. 
All the structures were in a very dilapidated condi­
tion when the Spaniards came, and some very large 
stone statues in human form were found, with stone 
columns. < hie of the most interesting monuments is 
the monolithic doorway shown in the cut. The

tar ? La a

Doorway at Tiahuanaco.

opening is seventy-six inches high and thirty-eight 
wide. Rivero and Tsehudi represent the sculptured 
figures in the small sipiares as living profiles of the 
human face instead of those shown m .Raidwins cut. 
There were several of these doorways. Several idols 
and some verv large blocks of cut stone were dug up 
in 184<i, and the latter used for mill stones. The 
blocks are described as thirty feet long, eighteen feet 
wide, and six feet thick, living shaped so as to form a 
channel when one was placed upon another.

A building on the Island of Coati, m Lake l’iti-
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caca, is shown in tlic cut. I liven) gives a view and

Ruin on this Island of Conti.

? 'V/ v/

plan of another large ]salace, consisting for the most 
part of a single line of low apartments built round 
three sides of a rectangular court, and hearing some 
resemblance, as Mr Baldwin remarks, to the ( 'entrai 
American structures, except that it does not rest on a 
pyramidal foundation. Bock-inscriptions of the same 
rude class so often mentioned in the northern conti­
nent, occur also in Peru, a though somewhat, less fre­
quently, so far as may he judged by the reports of 
explorers.

The contents of the preceding pages mnv he sufli- 
cient to show the reader that the resemblance be­
tween the southern and northern monuments, if anv 
resemblance exists, i\ very faint. I lie M a va and 
Peruvian peoples luaV have been one in remote 
antiquity ; if so, the separation took place at a period 
long preceding any to which we are carried b\- the 
material relics of the Votanie empire, and of the 
most ancient epoch of the southern civilization, or 
even by traditional annals and the vaguest mvths. 
There seems to be a natural tendency even among 
antiquarians to attribute all American civilizations 
to a common origin, constantly moving back the date 
as investigation progresses. This tendency has much
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in common with that which so persistently traces 
American civilization to the old world, old-world 
culture to one centre, the human race to one pair, 
and the first pair to a special creation, jicriormed 
at a definite time and point in Asia. He the results 
of the tendency referred to true or false, it is evident 
that superstition has contributed more than science 
to the zeal that has supported them.

END OF THE Fourni VOLUME.


