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THE NATIVE RACES

PACIFIC STATES.

ANTIQUITIES.

|

CHAPTER f\ ;

\

ARCHZEOLOGICAL INTRODUCTION.

MONUMENTAL ARCHZEOLOGY—SCOPE OF THE VOLUME—TREATMENT OF
THE SUBJECT—SOURCES OF INFORMATION—TANGIBILITY OF MATE-
RIAL RELICS —VAGUENESS OF TRADITIONAL AND WRITTEN AR-
CHZEOLOGY—VALUE OF MONUMENTAL RELICS, AS CONVEYING PosI-
TIVE INFORMATION RESPECTING THEIR BUILDERS, AS CORROBORATIVE
OR CORRECTIVE WITNESSES, AS INCENTIVES TO RESEARCH—COUNTER-
FEIT ANTIQUITIES — EGYPTIAN, ASSYRIAN, AND PERSIAN MONU-
MENTS — RELICS PROVING THE ANTIQUITY OF MAN—EXPLORATION
OF AMERICAN RUINS4KEY TO CENTRAL AMERICAN HIEROGLYPHICS

No MORE UNWRITTEN HISTORY.

The present volume of the Nartive Races or THE
Pacrric StaTes treats of monumental archaology, and
i8 intended to present a detailed description of all ma-
terial relics of the past discovered within the territory
under consideration. Two chapters, however, are de-
voted to a more general view of remains outside the
limits of this territory—those of South America and
of the eastern United States—as being illustrative of,
and of inseparable interest in connection with, my sub-
ject proper. Since monumental remains in the western
continent without the broad limits thus included are




2 ARCHZEOLOGICAL INTRODUCTION.

comparatively few and unimportant, I may without
exaggeration, if the execution of the work be in any
degree commensurate with its aim, claim for this
treatise a place among the most complete ever pub-
lished on American antiquities as a whole. In-
deed, Mr Baldwin's most excellent little book on
Ancient America is the only comprehensive work treat-
ing of this subject now before the public. ~As a popu-
lar treatise, compressing within a small duodecimo
volume the whole subject of archaology, including, be-
sides material relics, tradition, and speculation concern-
ing origin and history as well, this Look cannot be too
highly praised; I propose, however, by devoting a
large octavo volume to one half or less of Mr Bald-
win’s subject-matter, to add at least encyclopedic value
to this division of my work.

There are some departments of the present subject
in which I can hardly hope to improve upon or even
to equal descriptions already extant. Such are the
ruins of Yucatan, Guatemala, and Nicaragua, so ably
treated by Messrs Stephens, Catherwood, and Squier.
Indeed, not a few relics of great importance are known
to the world only through the pen or pencil of one
or another of these gentlemen, in which cases I am
forced to draw somewhat largely upon the result of
their investigations. Yet even within the territory
mentioned, concerning Uxmal and Chichen Itza we
have most valuable details in the works of M M. Wal-
deck and Charnay; at Quirigua, Dr Scherzer’s labors
are no less satisfactory than those of Mr Catherwood;
and Mr Squier’s careful observations in Nicaragua are
supplemented, to the advantage of the antiquariah
public, by the scarcely less extensive investigationg of
Mr Boyle. In the case of Palenque, in some respects
the most remarkable American ruin, we have, besides
the exhaustive delineations of Waldeck and Stephens,
several others scarcely less satisfactory or interesting
from the pens of competent observers; and in a large
majority of instances each locality, if not each separate
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TREATMENT OF THE SUBJECT. 8

relic, has been described from personal examination by
several parties, each noting some particulars by the
others neglected. By a careful study and comparison
of information drawn from all available sources respect-
ing the several points, the witnesses mutually cor-
roborating or correcting one another’s statements, I
expect to arrive in each case practically at the truth,
and thus to compensate in a measure for that loss of
interest inevitably incurred by the necessary omission
of that personal experience and adventure by which
antiquarian travelers are wont to impart a charm to
their otherwise dry details.
Although necessarily to a great extent a compila-
tion, this volume is none the less the result of hard
4and long-continued study. , It embodies the researches
of some five hundred travelers, stated not merely en
résumé, but reproduced, so far as facts and results are
concerned, in full. Very few of the many works studied
are devated exclusively or even chiefly to my subject;
indeed most of them have but an occasional reference
to antiquarian relics, which are described more or
less fully among other objects of interest that come un-
der the traveler's eye; hence the possibility of condensing
satisfactorily the contents of so many volumes in one,and
of making this one fill on the shelves of the antiquary’s
library the place of all, excepting, of course, the large
plates of the folio works.  Full references to,fand quota-
tions from, the authorities consulted are ;./l\'cn in the
notes, which thus become a c()ml)]ctc index to all that has
been written on the subject. These notes contain also
bibliographical notices and historical details of the dis-
covery and successive explorations of each ruin, and
other information not without interest and value. That
some few books containing archeeological information
may have escaped my notice, 18 quite possible, but
none I believe of sufficient importance to seriously im-
pair the value of the materal here presented. In
order to give a clear idea of the great variety of arti-
cles preserved from the past for our examination, the
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4 ARCHAEOLOGICAL INTRODUCTION.

use of numerous illustrations becomes absolutely essen-
tial. Of the cuts employed many are the originals
taken from the published works of explorers, particu-
larly of Messrs Stephens and Squier, with their per-
mission. As I make no claim to personal archeeological
research, save among the tomes on the shelves of my
llhrary, and as the imparting of accurate information
18 my only aim, the advantage of the original cuts
over any copies that could be made, will be manifest
to the reader. Where such orlgmals could not be ob-
tained I have made accurate copies of drawings care-
fully selected from what I have deemed the best
authorities, always with a view to give the clearest
possible idea of the objects described, and with no at-
tempt at mere pictorial embellishment.

Confining myself strictly to the description of mate-
rial remains, I have omitted, or reserved for another
volume, all traditions and speculations of a general
nature respecting their origin and the people whose
handiwork they are, giving, howcvcr in some instances
such definite traditions as seem unlll\cly to come up in
connection with ancient history. This is in accordance
with the general plan which I adopt in treating of the
Native Races of this western half of North America,
proceeding from the known to the unknown, from the
near to the remote; dealing first with the observed
phenomena of aboriginal savagism and -civilization
when first brought within the knowledge of Europeans,
as I have done in the three volumes already before
the public; then entering the labyrinthine field of an-
tiquity from its least ()l)ht!’ll( ted side, I devote this
volume to material relics cxclusndy, thus preparing
the way for a final volume on traditional and written
nrvhmnf ogy, to terminate with what most authors have
given at the start,—the vaguest and most hopelessly
complicated department of the whole subject,—specula-
tions respecting the origin of the American people and
of the western civilization.

In the descriptions which follow I proceed geograph-
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REALITY OF MATERIAL RELICS. 5

ically from south to north for no reason more cogent
than that of convenience. From the same motlve
much more weighty however in this case, I follow the
same order in my comparisons between remains in dif-
erent parts of the continent, comparing invariably each
ruin with others farther south and consequently familiar
to the reader, rather than with more northern struc-
tures to be described later. It is claimed by some
writers that the term antiquities is properly used only
to designate the works of a people extinct or only tra-
dltlmmlly known. This restriction of the term would
exclude most of the monumental remains of the Pacific
States, since a large majority of the objects described
in the following pages are known to have been the
work of the peoples found by Europeans in possession
of the country, or of their immediate ancestors. |
employ the term, however, in its more common appli-
ation, including in it all the works of aboriginal hands
presumably executed before native intercourse with
Europeans, at dates varying consequently with that of
the discovery of different localities.

Monumental archaology, as distinguished from writ-
ten and traditional arc hmo]mry owes 1ts interest largely
to its reality and tangibility. The t teachings of material
relics, so far as they go, are irrefutable. Real in them-
selves they unp(ut an air of reality to the study of the
past. llu*y stand before us as the actual work of hu-
man h.m(lﬂ, affording no foothold for sc vptu ism ; they
are the balance- whulﬂ of tradition, resting- pLum for
tfie mind wearied with the study ut l}mncruml fable,
stepping -stones on which to cross the miry sloughs
of mythic history. The ruins of a great city represent
and recall vividly its original state and the populace
that once thronged its streets; the towering mound or
pyramid brings before the observer’s mind toiling bands
of slaves (]FIV( n to their unwelcome task l»y strong
progressive masters; temples and idols are but rem-
nants of religious systems, native fear, superstition,
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and faith; altars imply victims and sacrificial ceremo-
nies; sculpture, the existence of art; kingly palaces
are the result of a strong government, wars, and con-
uest ; sepulchral deposits reveal thoughts of another
life; and hieroglyphic insc:i})tions, even if their key
be lost, imply events deemed worthy of record, and a
degree of progress toward letters.
hat the personal souvenir is to the memory of
dead friends, what the ancestral mansion with its por-
traits and other relics is to family memories and pride of
descent, what the ancient battle-ground with the monu-
ment commemorating early struggles for liberty is to na-
tional patriotism, what the famihar hill, valley, stream,
and tree to recollection and love of home,—all this and
more are material relics to the study of ages gone by.
Destroy such relics in the case of the individual, the
family, and the nation, and imagine the effect on our
interest in a past, which is, however, in nearly every
instance clearly recorded. What would be the conse-
quence of blotting from existence the ruins that stand
as monuments of a past but vaguely known even in the
most favorable circumstances through the medium of
traditionary and written annals? Traditional arch-
ology, fascinating as its study is and important in its
results, leaves always in the mind a feeling of uncer-
tainty, a fear that any particular tradition may be in
1ts present. form, modified willfully or involuntarily in
passing through many hands, a distortion of the orig-
nal, or pe 111&1)3 a pure invention; or if intact in form
its primary signification may be altogether misunder-
stood. And even in the case of written annals, more
definite and reliable of course than oral traditions, we
cannot forget that back beyond a certain time impos-
sible to locate in the distant past, history founds its
statements of events on no more substantial basis
than popular fable.
It 18 true that false reports may be made respecting
the discovery or nature of ruined cities and other
monuments; and relics may be collected and exhibited
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COUNTERFEIT ANTIQUITIES. 7

which have no claim whatever to antiquity. Indeed
it is said that in some parts of Spanish America, Aztec,
Chichimec, or Toltec relics, of any desired era since
the creation, are manufactured to order by the ingenious
natives and sold to the enthusiastic but unwary anti-
quarian. To similar imposition and like enthusiasm
may be referred the long list of Roman, Greek, Scan-
dinavian, Tyrian, and other old-world coins, medals, and
inscriptions, whose discovery in the New World from
time to time has been reported, and used in support of
some pet origin-theory. Yet practically these coun-
terfeit or fabulous antiquities do little harm; their
falsity may in most cases be without difficulty detected,
as will be apparent from several instances of the kind
noted in the following pages. There are, as I have
said, few ruins of any importance that have not been
described by more than one competent and reliable ex-

plorer. The discovery of wonderful cities and palaces,

or of movable relics which differ essentially from the

well-authenticated antiquities of the same region, is

not accepted by nr(rlum)lngiuts, or by the public gen-

erally, without more positive proof of genuineness than

the representations of a single traveler whose reliability

has not been fully proved.

The study of ancient monuments, in addition to its
high degree of interest, is moreover of great practical
value in the development of historical science, as a
source of positive information, as a corroboration of an-
nals otherwise recorded, and as an incentive to con-
tinued research. It contributes to actual knowledge
by indicating the various arts that flourished among the
peoples of antiquity, the germs of the corresponding
arts of modern times. The monuments show not alone
the precise degree of excellence in architecture and
sculpture attained by the particular people whose work
they are, but by an examination of their differences
they throw much light on the origin and growth of
these and other arts, while by comparison with the
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works of other peoples better known they serve to es-
tablish more or less clearly national aﬂi);xities. And
not only do they illustrate the state of the fine and
useful arts, but also to a great extent public institu-
tions and private customs. Temples, i(ﬂ)ls, and altars
reveal much of religious rites and priestly power;
weapons, of warfare; implements, of household habits;
ornaments, of dress; tombs and sepulchral relics, of burial
ceremonies, regard for the deu£ and ideas respecting
another life. hen, in addition to their indirect teach-
ings respecting the arts and institutions of their build-
ers, antique monuments bear also inscriptions in written
or lcglb? hieroglyphic characters, their value is of
course greatly increased; indeed under such circum-
stances they become the very highest historic authority.

It 1s, however, in connection with the other branches
of the science, written and traditional, that material
relics accomplish their most satisfactory results, their
corroborative evidence being even more valuable than
the positive information they convey. For instance,
tradition relates wondrous tales of the wealth, power,
and mighty deeds of a people that long ago occupled
what is now a barren desert or a dense forest. These
tales are classed with other aboriginal fables, interesting
but comparatively valueless; but some wandunmr ex-
plorer, by chance or as the result of an apparently absurd
and profitless research, discovers in the shade of the
tangled thicket, or lays bare under the drifting desert-
sands, the ruins of a great city with magnificent palace
and temple; at once the mythic fable 1s transformed
into authentic history, especially if the traditional
statements of that people’s arts and institutions are
confirmed by their relics.

Again, the written record of biblical tradition, un-
satisfactory to some, when not supported by corrobora-
tive evidence, narrates with minute detail the history of
an ancient (lty, ne ludmo' its conquest at a given date by
a foreign king. The dlscovery in another land of that
monarch’s statue or triumphal arch, inscribed with his

name, ti
the scrip
but indir
recorded
increased
witnesses
from the
side const
ancient t
the best
of art wl
means su|
later tim
statement
New Wor
ceding vol
proof woul
dents of t

The imp
to historice
the interest
variably e:
prompted
fall by the «
even of the
can resist t]
origin of ru
civilization
there are p1
trace the fir
pursuits to
mysterious 1

This irres
to the artis
peated and &
Egyptian hi
of Persia ar
crowned wii




serve to es-
ities. And
e fine and
lic institu-
, and altars
tly power;
r0ld habits;
cs, of burial
respecting
irect teach-
their build-
8 in written
value is of
ch circum-
s authority.
or branches
it material
sults, their
uable than
r instance,
Ith, power,
0 occupied
st. These
interesting
dering ex-
1itly absurd
ade of the
ing desert-
rent palace
-ansformed
traditional
utions are

dition, un-
corrobora-
history of
en date by
nd of that
d with his

IMPORTANCE OF MATERIAL RELICS. 9

name, title, and a list of his deeds, confirms or invalidates
the scriptural account not only of that particular event
but indirectly of other details of the city’s annals not
recorded in stone. In America material relics acquire
increased importance as corroborative and corrective
witnesses, in comparison with those of the old world,
from the absence of contemporary written annals. Be-
side constituting the only tangible surports of the more
ancient triumphs of American civilization, they are
the best illustrations of comparatively modern stages
of art whose products have disappeared, and by no
means superfluous in support of Spanish chroniclers in
later times, ‘“very many, or J)erhaps most of whose
statements respecting the wonderful phenomena of the
New World culture,” as I have remarked in a pre-
ceding volume, ‘‘without this incontrovertible material
proof would find few believers among the sceptical stu-
dents of the present day.”

The importance of monumental remains as incentives
to historical study and research results directly from
the interest and curiosity which their examination in-
variably excites. Gibbon relates that he was first
prompted to write the annals of Rome’s decline and
fall by the contemplation of her ruined structures. Few
even of the most prosaic and matter-of-fact travelers
can resist the impulse to reason and speculate on the
origin of ruins that come under their notice, and the
civilization to which they owe their existence; and
there are probably few eminent archsologists but may
trace the first development of a taste for antiquarian
pursuits to the curiosity excited at the sight of some
mysterious relic.

This irresistible desire to follow back remains of art
to the artist’s hand and genius, prompted the oft-re-
peated and so long fruitless attempts to decipher the
Egyptian hieroglyphics and/the cuneiform inscriptions
of Persia and Assyria. These efforts were at last
crowned with success; the key to the mysterious
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wedges, and the Rosetta-stone were found, by which
the tablets of Babylon, Ninevah, and the pyramids—
the Palenque, Copan, and Teotihuacan of the old
world—may be read. The palaces, monuments, and
statues of ancient kings bear legible records of their
lives, dominions, and succession. By the aid of these
records definite dates are established for events in the
history of these countries as early as two thousand
years before the Christian era, and thus corroborations
and checks are placed on the statements of biblical
and profane history. But the art of interpreting these
hieroglyphics is yet in its infancy, and the results thus
far accomplished are infinitesimal in comparison with
“what may be reasonably anticipated in the future.

So much for antique monuments and their teach-
ings—alone and in connection with history and tradi-
tion—respecting the peoples to whom they owe their
existence. ~Another and not less important value they
have, in connection with geology and paleontology, in
what they tell us about the age of the human race on
the earth. Biblical tradition, as interpreted in former
times, asserts the earth and its inhabitants to be about
six thousand years old. Geology has enforced a new
interpretation, which, so far as the age of the earth is
concerned, is accepted by all latter-day scholars; and
geology now lends a helping hand to her sister sciences
in their effort to prove, what is not yet universally ac-
cepted as truth, that man’s antiquity far exceeds the
limit which scripture is thought to establish.

Throughout the successive geologic strata of earthy
matter that overlie the solid rocky foundations below,
traces of man’s presence are found}., It is in deposits
of peat and alluvium that these traces are most c[::arly
defined and with greatest facility studied. The ex-
tremely slow accumulation of these deposits and the
great depth at which human remains appear, impress
the mind of the observer with a vivid 1dea of their
antiquity. Calculations based on the known rate of
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THE ANTIQUITY OF THE HUMAN RACE. 11

increase for a definite period fix the age of the lowest
relics at from six thousand to one hundred thousand
years according to the locality. But geology tells
yet no definite tale in years, her chronology being
on a grander scale, and these calculations are to
scientific men the weakest proofs of man’s anti-
quity. As we penetrate, however, this superficial
geologic formation, we find in the upper layers weapons
and implements of iron; then, at a greater dﬂ)th, of
bronze ; and lowest of all stone is the only durable
material employed. In all parts of the world, so far
as explorations have been made, this order of the ages,
stone, bronze, iron, is obsérved; although they were
certainly not contemporaneous in all regions. With
the products of human skill, in its varying stages of
development, are mingled the fossil trees and plants of
different species which flourished and became locally
extinct as the centuries passed away. So animal re-
mains, no less abundant than the others, indicate suc-
cessive changes in the fauna and its relations to human
life, the animals pursued at different epochs for food,
the introduction of domestic animals, and the transition
from the chase to agriculture as a means of subsist-
ence.

From a study of all these various relics of the
past—human, animal, and vegetable—in connection
with geologic changes, the student seeks to estimate ap-
proximately the date at which man first appeared upon
the earth. He observes the slow accumulation of sur-
face deposits and speculates on the time requisite to
bury the works of man hundreds of feet deep in dillu-
vium. He studies savagism in its different phases as
portrayed in a previous volume; notes how tenaciously
the primitive man clings to old customs, how averse he
18 to change and improvement; and then feflects upan
the centuries that would probably suffice for beings only
a little above the beast to pass successively from the use
of the shapeless stone and club to the polished stone
spear and arrow and knife, to the partial displacement
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of stone by the fragment of crude metal, to the smelt-
ing of the less refractory ores and the mixture of metals
to form bronze, and to a final triumph in the use of
iron. He reflects farther that all this slow process of
development precedes in nearly every part of the world
the historic period ; that its relics are found in the allu-
vial plains of the Nile, buried far below the monuments
of Egyptian civilization, a civilization, moreover, which
dates back at least two thousand years before Christ.
Searching the peat-beds of Denmark, he brings to light
fossil Scotch firs in the lower strata mingled with reﬁlics
of the stone age; oak-trees above with implements of
bronze; and beech-trunks in the upper deposits, corres-
pondmg with the iron age and also with the present
forest-growth of the country. He tries to fix upon a
period of years adequate to effect two complete changes
in Danish forest-trees, bringing to his aid the fact that
about the Christian era the Romans found that country
covered as now with a luxurious growth of beech, and
that consequently eighteen hundred years have w mught
no change. Huvmg thus established in his mind the
epoch to which he must be carried by the relics of the
alluvial deposits, he remarks that during all this period
climate has not essentially changed, for the animal re-
mains thus far discovered are all of species still exist-
ing in the same climatic zone.

But at the same time he finds in southern Europe
abundant remains of polar animals which could only
have lived when the everlasting snow and ice of a
frigid clime covered the surface of those now sunny
lands. Still finding rude stone implements, the work
of human hands, mingled with these polar skeletons,
he adds to the result of previous computations the
time deemed necessary for so essential a climatic trans-
formation, and, finally, he i1s driven to make still an-
other addition, when he learns that in geologic strata
much older than any yet considered, the bones and
works of man have been discovered in several appar-
ently well-authenticated instances lying side by side
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AMERICAN RELICS AND HIEROGLYPHICS. 13

with the bones of mastodons and other ancient species
which have long since disappeared from the face of the
earth. With the innumeragle data of which the fore-
going is only an outline before him, the student of man’s
antiquity is left to decide for himself whether or not he
can satisfactorily compress within the term of sixty
centuries all the successive periods of man’s develop-
ment.

In our examination of relics in the thinly peopled
Pacific States we shall find comparatively few works
of human hands bearing directly on this branch of
archaology ; yet in the north-west regions, newest to
modern civilization, the Californian miner’s deep-sunk
shafts have brought to light implements and fossils of
great antiquity and interest to the scientific world.

In America many years must elapse before explora-
tions equaling in extent and thoroughness those already
made in the old world can be hoped for. The ruins
from whose examination the grandest results are to be
anticipated lie in a hot malarious climate within the
tropics, enveloped in a dense thicket of exuberant vege-
tation, presenting an almost impenetrable barrier to an
exploration by foreigners of monuments in which the
natives as a rule take no interest. It must be admit-
ted, however, that even the most exhaustive examina-
tion of our relics cannot be expected to yield results
as definite and satisfactory as those reached in the east-
ern continent. We have practically no written record,
and our monuments must tell the tale of the distant
past unaided.

Our hieroglyphic inscriptions are comparatively few
and brief, and those found on the stones of the more
ancient class of ruins as yet convey no meaning. By
reason of the absence of a contemporary written lan-
guage, the difficulties in the way of their interpreta-
tion are clearly much greater than those so brilliantly
overcome in Assyria and Egypt. Only one systematic
attempt has yet been made to decipher their significa-
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tion, and that has thus far proved a signal failure; it
i8 believed almost universally that future efforts will
be equally unsuccessful, and that our annals as written
in stone will forever remain wrapped in darkness. Yet
not only was the interpretation of the cuneiform inscrip-
tions long deemed an impossibility, but the very theory
that any meaning was hidden in that complicated ar-
rangement of wedges was pronounced absurd by many
wise antiquaries. Let not therefore our New World
task be a%andoned in despair till the list of failures
shall be swollen from one to seventy times seven.

It is believed that the antiquary’s zeal for all coming
time will be brought to bear on no other objects than
those which now claim our attention and search ; that is,
although new monuments will be brought to light from
their present hiding-places, no additions will be made
to their actual number. With the invention of printing
and the consequent wide diffusion of national annals,
the era of unwritten history ceased, and with it all
future necessity of searching tangled forest and desert
plain for monumental reconi of the present civiliza-
tion. That the key of our written history can ever
be lost, our civilization blotted out, ruined structures
and vague traditions called anew into requisition for
historic use, we believe impossible. Yet who can tell;
for so doubtless thought the learned men and high-
priests of Palenque, when with imposing pageant and
sacrificial invocation to the gods in the presence of the
assembled populace, the inscribed tablets had been set
up in the niches of thetemple; and proudly exclaimed
the orator of the day, as the last tablet settled inte
its place, “Great are our gods, and goodly the inheri-
tance they have bequeathed to their chosen people.
Mighty is Votan, world-wide the fame of his empire,
the great Xibalba; and the annals and the glory thereof
shall endure through all the coming ages;-for are they
not here imperishably inscribed in chayacters of ever-
lasting stone that all may read and. wonder?”
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CHAPTER II.

ANTIQUITIES OF THE ISTHMUS, COSTA RICA, MOSQUITO COAST,
AND NICARAGUA.

THE ISTHMUS—ROMAN COIN AND GALLEY—HUACAS OF Fﬁl}thl:[—]x-
CISED STONE-CARVINGS—SCULPTURED COLUMNS—HUMAN REMAINS
—GOLDEN ORNAMENTS—WEAPONS—IMPLEMENTS—POTTERY—MUSI-
CAL INSTRUMENTS—CO0STA RICA—STONE HAMMERS—ANCIENT PLAN-
TATIONS—IMAGES OF GOLD—TERRA COTTAS—AXE OF QUARTZ—
WONDERFUL HILL—PAVED ROAD—STONE FROG—MO0sQUITO COAST~—
GRANITE VASES—REMARKABLE REPORTS—ANIMAL GROUP—ROCK-
PAINTINGS—GOLDEN FIGURE—HOME OF THE SUKIA—NICARAGUA—
AUTHORITIES—MOUNDS—SEPULCHRES—EXCAVATIONS —WEAPONS—
IMPLEMENTS—ORNAMENTS—STATUES—IDOLS—POTTERY—METALS.

The ancient Muiscas of Colombia, or New Granada,
have left interesting relics of their antiquity, which, with
some points of resemblance, present marked contrasts
to the monuments of Peruvmn civilization farther south,
and of Maya, Quiché, and Aztec civilizations in North
America.' In that part of Colombia, however, which
is included within the limits of the Pacific States,
extending from the gulf of Darien westwarl to Costa
Rica, no such relics have yet come to light, except in
the western provinces of Chiriquf and Veragua, not-
withstanding the extensive explorations that have been
made in various parts of the Isthmus in the interests
of interoceanic communication.?

! A general view of South American antiquities is given in another chap-
ter of this volume.

I might except a Roman coin of the time of Ceesar Augustus, and a
(15)
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ANTIQUITIES OF THE ISTHMUS.

The province of Chiriquf lies on the Pacific side of the
Isthmus, and it is in its central region about the town of
David, that monuments of a past age have been un-
earthed.® Thegse monuments are of three classes; the
first consisting of rude figures cut on the surface of
large boulderg. The best known of this class, and in fact
the only one definitely described, is the Piedra Pintal at
Caldera, afew leagues from David, which is fifteen feet
high, about sixteen in diameter, and somewhat flattened
at th€ top. Top and sides are covered with curves,
ovals, an({) concentric rings; while on the eastern side

\. / there are also fantastic figures, with others supposed to

" represent thesun, a seriesof varying heads, and scorpions.

The figures are cut to a depth of about one inch, but on,

the parts most exposed to the weather are nearly effaced.

et e S A S e e T e

buried ship, or galley, of antique model, said to have been discovered in early
times by the Spaniards in the vicinity of Panam4, and which figured some-
what largely in early speculations on the question of American origin. I
need not say that the evidence for the authenticity of such a discovery is
extremely unsatisfactory. See: Garcia, Origen de los Ind., p. 174, with
quotation from Marineo, Sumario, (Toledo, 1546,) fol. 19—apparently the
original authority in the matter—and a reference to other editions and works;
Sogflrzano Pereyra, De Ind. Jure, tom. i., p. 98; Id. Politica Ind., tom. i.,
fb 22; Horn, Orig. Amer., p. 13; Simon, Noticias Historiales, (Cuenga, 1626,)
ib. i., cap. x.
3 Autl?orities on the Isthmian antiquities are not numerous. Mr Ber-
thold Seemann claims to have been the first to discover stone sculptures near
David in 1848, and he read a paper on them before the Archeological In-
) stitute of London in 1851. Pﬁ:alm briefly mentions them in his Voy
Herald, vol. i., pp. 312-18, for which work drawings were prepared but
not published. me of the drawings were, however, afterwards printed in
Bollaert's Antiq. Researches in N. Granada, (Lond., 1860,) and a few cuts
of inscribed figures also inserted with farther description by Seemann in
Pim and Seemann’s Dottings, pp. 26-82. It is stated in the last-named
work that M. Zeltner, French Consul at Panamé, whose private collection
contained specimens from Chiriqui, published photographs of some of
them with descriptive letter-press. llaert also wrote a paper on ‘The
Ancient Tombs of Chiriqui,” in Amer. Ethno. Soc., Transact., vol. ii.,
pp. 151, 159. On various occasions from 1859 to 1865, travelers or residents on
the Isthmus, chiefly parties connected with the Panam4 railway, sent speci-
mens, drawings, and descriptions to New York, where they were presented
to the American Ethnological Society, or‘exhibited 'before and discussed by
that body at its monthly meetings, an accoufit of which may be found in
the Hist. Mag., vol. iii., p. 240, vol. iv., p;lw. 47-8, 113, 144, 176-7, 23941,
274, 338, vol. v., pp. 50-2, vol. vi.,I;;p. 119, 154, vol. ix., p. 158. A re-
port on the Chiriqui antiquities by Dr Merritt was printed by the same
society. The above, with slight mentions in Cullen’s Darien, p. 88, from
Whiting and Shuman's Report on Coal Formations, April 1, 1851, and in
Bidwell's Isthmus, pp. 37-8, from Hay's Report, in Powles’ N. Granada, are
the only sources of information on the subject with which I am acquainted.
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CHIRIQUI ROCK-SCULPTURES. 17

Another lava boulder similarly incised found in the
parish of San Miguel is pronounced by Mr Squier,
from the examination of a drawing, to resemble stones
seen by him in other parts of Central America. I copy
Seemann’s cuts of several of the characters.* The second

‘ \Juuu
C
(\

Incised Figures on the Rocks of Chiriquf.

class includes a few stone columns, some of them ten or
twelve feet high, found at David and in Veragua as well.
These seem never to have been seen in situ, but scat-
tered and sometimes used for building purposes by the
present inhabitants. Their peculiarity is that the char-
acters engraved on their surface are entirely different
from those of the Piedra Pintal, being smaller and cut
in low relief. Drawings of these possibly hieroglyphic
signs, by which to compare them with those of Copan,
Palenque, and Yucatan, are not extant. The third
class comprises the huacas, or tombs, a large number of
which" have been opened, and a vanety of deposited
articles brought to light. The tombs themselves are
of two kinds. Those of the first kind are mere pebble-
heaps, or mounds, three or four feet high, and the only
articles taken from them are three- legged stones for
;_ir‘rmdmg corn, known in all S(famsh America as metates.

he other graves have rude boxes or coffins of flat

¢ Pim and Seemann's Dottings, pp. 25, 28-31; Seemann’s Voy. Herald,
vol. i., pp '&l? l'i Ilut Mag., vol. iv., p. 338.
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18 ANTIQUITIES OF THE ISTHMUS.

stones, with, in a few instances, rude stone posts several
feet in height. Graves of this class are found to con-
tain golden ornaments, with trinkets and implements of
stone and burned clay. In most of them no traces of
human remains are met; and when human bones do
occur, they usually crumble to dust on exposure to
the air, one skull, however, described as broad in the
middle and flat behind, having been secured, and a
plaster cast exhibited to the American Ethnological
Society.®

The golden ornaments taken from the huacas of
Chiriqui amount to many thousands of dollars in value.
They are of small size, never exceeding a few inches
in either dimension, are all cast and never soldered,
and take the shape of men, animals, or birds. One
represents a man holding a bird in each hand, with
another on his forehead. The gold is described by Dr
Davis as being from ten to twenty carats fine, with
some copper alloy; but by another party the alloy is
pronounced silver.® Of stone are found ornaments, such
as round agates pierced in the middle; weapons, includ-
ing axes, chisel-heads, and arrow-heads, the latter of
peculiar make, being pyramidal in form, with four cut-
ting edges converging to a point, and in some instances
apparently intended to fit loosely into a socket on the
shaft; images, perhaps idols, in the shape of animals
or men, but these are of comparatively rare occurrence ;'
and various articles of unknown use. One of the lat-
ter dug up at Bugabita is described as a ‘“horizontal
tablet, supported on ornamented legs, and terminating
in the hea.(f of a monster—all neatly carved from a sin-
gle stone,” being twenty inches long, eight inches high,
and weighing twenty-five pounds. Another was con-
jectured to have served for grinding paints.® Articles

5 Hist, Mag., vol. ix, p. 158.

6 Id., vol. 1ii., p. 240, vol. iv., pp. 47-8, 239-40.

7 Three statues presented by Messrs Totten and Center in 1860 were
about two feet high, of a dark, hard stone, in human form with features and
limbs distorted. Two of them had square laperinﬁ pedestals apparently in-

tended to support the figures upright in the ground. Id., vol. iv., p. 144.
8 Id., vol. iv., pp. 239-40, ??4.
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POTTERY OF CHIRIQUIL. 19

of burned clay are more numerous in the huacas than
those of other material. Small vases, jars, and tripods,
some of the latter having their three legs hollow and
containing small earthen balls which rattle when the
vessels are moved, with musical instruments, compose
this class of relics. The earthen ware has no indica-
tion of the use of the potter's wheel; is found both
glazed and unglazed; is painted in various colors,
which, however, are not burned im, but are easily
rubbed off when moist; and many of the articles are
wholly uninjured by time. The specimens, or some
part of each, are almost invariably molded to imitate
some natural object, and the fashioning is often grace-
ful and true to nature. Perhaps the most remarkable
of these earthen specimens, and indeed of all the
Chiriqui antiquities, are the musical wind-instruments,

or whlstles L11‘hese are of small dimensions, rarely ex-
ceeding four inches in length or diameter, with gen-
erally two but sometimes three or four finger-holes,
producing from two to six notes of the octave. No
two are exactly alike in form, but most take the shape
of an animal or man, the mouth-hole being in the tail
of the tiger and bird, in the foot of the peceary, in the
elbow of the human figure. Some have several air-

cavities with corresponding holes to produce the differ-

ent notes, but in most, the holes lead to one cavity.

One had a loose ball in its interior, whose motion varied
the sounds. Seyeral are blown like fifes, and nearly all

have a hole apparently intended for suspendmg the in-

strument by a string.® Other antiquities are reported

to exist at various points of the Isthmus, which white

men have never seen; instance a rocking stone in the

mountains of Veragua.’

[ close my somewhat scanty information concerning
the antiquities of Chiriqui with the general remarks
which their examination has elicited from different
writers. Whiting and Shuman speak of the sculptured

9 Hist. Mag., vol. iv., pp. 144, 177, 240-1, 274.
10 Seemann’s Voy. Herald, vol. i., p. 314.
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20 ANTIQUITIES OF THE ISTHMUS.

columns of Muerto Island as being similar to those in
Yucatan described by Stephens;" but it is hardly proba-
ble that this opinion rests on an actual tomparison of

 the hieroglyphics. Dr Merritt deems the axe or chisel
Jheads almost identical in form as well’ as material with

specimens dug up in Suffolk County, England; some
of the same implements resemble those seen by Mr
Squier in actual use among the natives of other parts
of Central America; while the arrew-heads and musi-
cal instruments are pronounced different in some re-
spects from any others known, either ancient or
modern. The incised characters represented in the
cut on page 17, together with many others, if we may
believe Mr Seemann, have a striking resemblance to
those of Northumberland, England, as shown by Mr
Tate.® In some of the terra cottas, a likeness to
vessels of Roman, Grecian, and/ Etruscan origin has
been noted; the golden figures, in the opinion of
Messrs Squier and May, being like those found further
south in the country of the ancient Maiscas.™

One point bearing on the antiquity of the Chiriquf
relics is the wearing away by the weather of the in-
cised sculptures, which appear to Mr Seemann to
belong to a more ancient, less advanced civilization
than those in low relief.* Another is the disappear-
ance as a rule of human remains, which, however, as
Dr Torrey remarks,”® cannot in this climate and soil
be regarded as an indication of great age; and, more-
over, against the theory of a remote origin of these
relics, and in favor of the supposition that all may be
the work of the not distant ancestors of the people
found by the Spaniards in possession of the country,
we have the fact that gold figures similar to those
found in the huacas were made, worn, and traded by

11 Cullen’s Darien, p. 38.

18 Pim and Seemann’s Dottings, pp. 25-32; Tate's Ancient British Sculp-
tured Rocks.

13 Bidwell's Isthmus, p. 37; Hist. Mag., vol. iv., p. 176.

4 ‘A much higher antiquity must be assigned to these hierog]gi%hici

than to the other monuments of America." Voy. Herald, vol. i., p.
15 Hist. Mag., vol. v., p. 50.
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COSTA RICAN RELICS. 21

the natives of the Isthmus at the time of its discovery
and conquest;* that the animals so universally imita-
ted in 1(1111 objects whether of gold, stone, or clay, are
all native to the country, with no trace of any effort
to copy anything foreign; and that similar clay is still
employed 1n the manufacture of rude pottery.”

Costa Rica, adjoining Chiriquf on the west, is the
first or most southern of the states which belongpolit-
ically to North America, all the Isthmus provinces
forming a part of Colombia, a state of the south-
ern continent. Stretching from ocean to ocean with
an average width of-ninety miles, it extends north-
westward in general térms some two hundred miles
from'the Boca del Drago and Golfo Dulce to the Rio
de San Juan and the southern shores of Lake Nicara-
gua in 11° north latitude. Few as are the aboriginal
monuments reported to exist within these limits, still
fewer are those actually examined by travelers.

Drs Wagner and Scherzer, who traveled extensively
in this region in 1853—4, found in all parts of the state,
but more particularly in the Turialba Valley, which is
in the vicinity of Cartago, traces of old plantations.of
bananas, cacao, and palms, indicating a more systematic
tillage of the soil, and consequently a higher general
type of culture among the former than are found
among the modern native Costa Ricans. The only
other antiquities seen by these intelligent explorers
were a few stone hammers thought to resemble imple-

ménts which have been brought to light in connection
with the ancient mines about Lake Superior; but the
locality of these implements is not stated. Cabo
Blanco, reported by Molina' as containing the richest
deposit of ancient relics, yielded nothing whatever to
the diligent search of the GGerman travelers; nor did
16 Vol. i., chap. vii. of this work.
17 Merritt and Davis, in Hist. Mag., vol. iv., pp. 176, 274.

18In a work which I have not seen. That author’'s Coup d’Oeil sur la

République de Costa Rica, and Memoir on the Boundary Question, furnish
no information on the subject.




22 ANTIQUITIES OF COSTA RICA.

their failure here leave them sufficient faith to continue
their researches on the island of Chira, where, accord-
ing to the same authority there are to be found ruined
aboriginal towns and tombs. At San José they were
told of figures of gold alloyed with copper which had
been melted at the.government mint, and they briefly
mention hieroglyphics on a few ancient ornaments no-
where described.” Mr Squier describes five vessels
of earthen ware or terra cotta obtained, in localities not
mentioned, from Costa Rican graves. Four of these

Terra Cottas from the Graves of Costa Rica.

are shown in the accompanying cut. Fig. 1, sym-
metrically shaped, is entirely without decoration; Fig.
2 18 a grotesque image supposed to have done duty
originally as a rattle ; I‘lg 3 has hollow legs, each con-
taining a small earthen ball, which rattles at each

19 Wagner and Scherzer, Costa Rica, pp. 465-6, 471, 5224, 561.
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IMPLEMENTS AND ORNAMENTS. 23

motion of the vase; and the top of Fig. 4 is artistically
moulded, apparently after the model of a tortoise’s
back. An axe of green quartz is also described,
which to Mr Squier seemed to indicate a higher grade
of skill in wor{(manship than any relic of the kind
seen in Central America. The cutting edge is slightly
curved, showing the instrument to have been used as
an adze; the surface shown in the cut is
highly polished, and the whole is pene-
trated by a small hole drilled from side to
side parallel to the face where the notches
appear. This implement seems to present
a rude representation of a human figure
whose arms are folded across its breast.
Other implements similar in material but
larger and of ruder execution, are said to

. K Mt
be of not unusual occurrence in the sepul-

Axe of Green

chres of this state.® Quartz.
Mr Boyle makes the general statement that gold

ornaments and idols are constantly found, and that
the ancient mines which supplied the precious metal
are often seen by modern prospectors. Dr Merritt
also exhibited specimens of gold, both wrought and
unwrought, from the (ancient?) mines of Costa Rica,
at a meeting of the American Ethnological Society in
February, 1862.* While \()vaging on the Colorado,
the southern mouth of the Rio de San Juan, Mr Bu\lv
was told by a German doctor, his traveling companion,
of a wonderful artificial hill in that vicinity, but, of
whose exact locality the doctor’s ideas appeared some-
what vague. On this hill, according to hH statement,
was to bé seen a pavement of slate tiles laid in copper;

but the interesting specimens which he claimed to have
collected in this neighborhood had been generously
presented by him to museums in various parts of the
world, and therefore he was unable to show any of

2 Squier’s Nicaragua, (Ed. 1856,) vol. ii., pp. 338-9, and plate.
%L Boyle's Ride, vol. i1., p. 86; Hist. Mag., vol. vi., p. 119.
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3 ANTIQUITIES OF COSTA RICA.

them.® Father Acufia, an enthusiastic antiquary of
the Rich Coast, living at Paraiso near Cartago, reports
an ancient road which be believes to have originally
connected Cartago with the port of Matina, and to
have formed part of a grand aboriginal system of high--
ways from the Nicaraguan frontier to the Isthmus,
with branches to various points along the Atlantic
coast. The road is descrig’d as thirty-six feet wide,
paved with rounded blocks of lava, and guarded at the
sides with sloping walls three feet in height. Where
the line of the road crossed deep ravines, bridges were
not employed, but in their stead the gscent and descent
were effected by means of massive steps cut in the
rocky sides. Some relics found near this road were
given to New York gentlemen. The priest also speaks
of tumuli abounding in the products of a past age,
which dot the plains of Terraba, once the centre, as he
believes, of a populous American empire.® A channel
which connects the Rio Matina with Moin Bay has been
sometimes considered artificial, but Mr Reichardt pro-
nounces it probably nothing more than a natural la-

L ™ goon.* In the department
of Guanacaste, near the
gulf of Nicoya, was found
the little frog in grey stone
shown, full-sized, 1n the cut.
The hole near the fore feet
would seem to indicate that
it was worn suspended on a string as an ornament.”

Frog in Grey Stone.

Such is the meagre account I am able to give of -

Costa Rican monuments. True, neither this nor any
others of the Central American states have been thor-
oughly explored, nor are they likely to be for many
years, except at the few points where the world’s com-
merce shall seek new passages from sea to sea. The

% Boyle's Ride, vol. i., pp. 25-6.

B Meagher, in Harper's Mag., vol. xx., p. 317.
M Reichardt, Cent. Amer., pp. 121-2.

% Squier’s Nicaragua, p. 511.
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THE MOSQUITO COAST. 25

difficulties are such as would yield only to a denser
population of a more energetic race than that now oc-
cupying the land. The only monuments of the abo-
riginal natives likely to be found are those buried in
the ancient graves. The probability of bringing to
light ruined cities or temples south of Honduras is
extremely slight. It is my purpose, however, to coh-
fine myself to the most complete account possible of
such remains as have been seen or reported, with very
little speculation on probable discoveries in the future.

Our next move northward carries us to Cape Gra-
cias 4 Dios on the Atlantic, and to the gulf of Fon-
seca on the Pacific, the inclosed territory of Nicaragua
stretching some two hundred and fifty miles north-
westward to the Wanks River and Rio Negro, widen-
ing in this distance from one hundred and fifty to about
three hundred miles. Dividing this territory by a
line along the central mountain ranges, or water-shed,
into two nearly equal portions, the western or Pacific
slope is the state of Nicaragua proper, while the east-
ern or Atlantic side is known as the Mosquito Coast.
This latter region is almost entirely unexplored except
along the low marshy shore, and the natives of the
interior have always been independent of any foreign
control.

In respect of ancient remains the Mosquito Coast
has proved even more barren of results than Costa
Rica. A pair of remarkable granite vases preserved
in an English museum are said to have come from this
region, but as no particulars of their discovery are
given, it is of course possible, considering the former
unsettled condition of all Central American boundary
lines, not altogether remedied in later times, that
there may be an error in locality. It is from ten to
twelve inches in diameter and height, as nearly as can
be ascertained from the drawing, and Humboldt re-
marks the similarity of its ornamentation to that
found on some parts of the ruins of Mitla in Oajaca,
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described in a future chapter. One of the vases as
represented in Humboldt’s drawing, is shown in the
The second vase is somewhat larger, more nearly

cut.

Granite Vase from the Mosquito Coast.

uniform in size at top and bottom, with plain legs,
only diamond-shaped ornaments on the body of the
vessel, and handles which take the form of a head and
tail instead of two heads as in the first specimen.”
Christopher Columbus in a letter speaks of having
seen on this coast, which he calls Cariay, a sculptured
tomb in the forest as large as a house; and Mr Helps
imagines the Spanish conquerors sajling up the coast
and beholding amidst the trees white structures ‘bear-
ing some likeness to truncated pyramids, and, in the
setting sun, dark figures would be seen against the
horizon on the tops of these pyramids;”” but as he
is describing no particular voyage, some allowance
may be made for the play of his imagination. Mr
Boyle is enthusiastic over “the vast remains of a civ-
ilization long since passed away,” but far superior to
that of Spain, including rocks cut down to human and

% Pownal, in Arr‘luzolofia, vol. v., p. 318, pl. xxvi.; Humboldt, Vues,
tom. ii., p. 205, pl. xiii.; (Ed. in folio, pl. xxxix.); Id., in Antig. Mex., tom.

i., div. ii., pp. 27-8, tom. ii., suppl. pL vii., fig. xi.
%7 Colon, Carta, in Navarrete, Col. de Viages, tom. i., p. 307; Helps

Span. Conq., vol. ii., p. 138.
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COLOSSAL BEAR AND GOLDEN IMAGE. 27

animal shapes, artificial hills encased in masonry,
streams turned from their courses, and hieroglyl)lxic
sculptures on the cliffs,—all.in the Mosquito wilds.
As a foundation for this, three - men who descended the
Rio Mico and Blewfields River from Libertad, Nic-
aragua, to the sea, claim to have beheld extraordi-
nary ancient works. These took the form of a cliff
cut away where the river passed through a narrow
cafion, leaving a group of stone animals, among which
was a colossal bear, standing erect on the brink of the
precipice as if to guard the passage. The natives re-
ported also to Mr Pim the existence of grand temples
of the antiguos, with an immense image of the abo-
riginal god Mico (a monkey) on the banks of this
river; but when subjected to cross-questioning, their
wonderful stories dwindled to certain rude figures
painted on the face of a cliff, which Mr Pim was un-
able to examine, but which seemed from the native
description similar to the cliff-paintings at Nijapa Lake
in Nicaragua, to be described on a future page.®
From a mound of earth fifteen feet in diameter, and
five or six feet high, on an island in Duckwarra La-
goon, south of Cape Gracias 4 Dios, Mr Squier unearth-
ed a crumbling human skeleton, at whose head wasarude
burial vase containing chalcedony beads, two arrow-
heads of the same material, and the human
figure shown full-sized in the cut, fashioned
from a piece of gold plate. Antonio, an in-
telligent Maya servant, could see no resem-
blance in this figure to any relics of his race
in Yucatan. Two additional vases of coarse
earthen ware were discovered, but contained
no relics. On another occasion, during a
moonlight visit to the ‘Mother of Tigers,” a
famed native sukia, or sorceress, on the Bo-
cay, which is a branch of the Wanks, about

Golden
fifty miles south-westward from Cape Gracias, Image.

% Boyle's Ride, vol. i., pp. 206-9; Pim and Seemann’s Dottings, p. 401.
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ANTIQUITIES OF NICARAGUA.

Mr Squier claims to have seen a ruined structure, part
of which is shown in the cut. ‘i’he
building was of two stories, but the
upper walls had fallen, covering the
ground with fragments. It is described
as “built of large stones, laid with the
greatest regularity, and sculptured all
over.with strange figures, having a close resemblance,
if not an absolute identity” with those drawn by Cath-
erwood. A short distance from the building stood
an erect stone rudely sculptured in human
form, facing east, as in' the cut. There
are, however, some reasons for doubting
the accuracy of these Bocay discoveries,
notwithstanding the author’s well-known
skill and reliability as an antiquarian,
since they were published under a nom
de plume, and in a work perhaps intended
by the writer as a fictitious narrative of 1 "
adventures.” ' Btatue.

Home of the Sukia.

Across the dividing sierras, the Pacific slope, or
Nicaragua proper, has yielded plentiful monuments of
her former occupants, chiefly to the researches of two
men, Messrs Squier and Boyle. The former confined
his explorations chiefly to the region between the lakes
and ocean, while the latter has also made known the
existence of remains on the north-east of Lake Nica-
ragua, in the province of Chontales.®

9 Bard's (E. G. Squier) Waikna, or Adventures on the Mosquito Shore,
pp. 216-17, 254, 258-60. The ‘King of the Mosquitos’ somewhat severely
criticised the-work, in which, by the way, His Royal Highness is not very
reverently spoken of, as ‘a pack of lies, especially when it was notorious that
the author had never \'isitc!l the Mosquito Coast.” Pim and Seemann’s Dot-
tings, p. 271. ‘Le désert qui s’étend le long de la cdte de la mer des Antil-
les, deépuis le golfe Dulce jusqu’a l'isthme de Darien, n’a pas ffert jusqu'a
résent de vestiges indiquant que le peuple auquel on doit les monuments
30 Palenque, de Quiragua, de Copan, ait émigré au sud de 'isthme.” Fried-
richsthal, in Nouvelles Annales des Voy., 1841, tom. xcii., p. 301.

% Squier's Nicaragua; Boyle's Ride Across a Continent. Mr E. G,
Squier resided in Nicaragua as Chargé d’Affaires of the United States
during the year 1849-50. On account of his position he was afforded facil-
ities for research not enjoyed by other foreigners, and which his well-known
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CLASSIFICATION OF RELICS. 29

Although nothinietike a thorough exploration of

the state has ever been made, yet the uniformity of
the remains discovered at different points enables us.to
form a clear idea of the character, if not of the full
extent, of her antiquities, which for convenience in
description may be classified as follows: 1. Mounds,
sepulchres, excavations, and other comparatively per-
manent works; II. Figures painted or cut on rocks
or cliffs; III. Statues or idof; of stone; 1V. Stone
weapons, implements, and ornaments; V. Pottery;
VI. Articles of metal. Remarking that nowhere in
Nicaragua have traces of ruined cities been found, nor
even what may be regarded f)ositivel as the ruins of
temples or other buildings, I proceed to describe the
first class, or permanent monuments, beginning in the
south-west, following the coast region and lake islands
northward, and then returning to the south-eastern
province of Chontales.

First on the south are the cemeteries of Ometepec
[sland, which is by some supposed to have been the
general burial place of all the surrounding country.
These cemeteries, according to Woeniger, are found n
high and dry places, enclosed by a row of rough flat
stones placed a few inches apart and projecting only
slightly above the surface of the ground. Friedrichs-
thal represents the sepulchres as three feet deep and
scattered at irregular intervals over a plain. Boyle

antiquarian tastes and abilities prompted and enabled him to use to the
best advantage during the limited time left from official duties. Besides
the several editions o? the work mentioned, Mr Squier’s accounts or frag-
ments thereof have been published in periodicals in different languages;
while other authors have made up almost wholly from his writings ‘:T;vir
brief descriptions of Nicaraguan antiquities. See Wappdus, Geog. w.
Stat., p. 341; Sivers, Mittelamerika, pp. 128-35; Tiedemann, in Heidel-
berger Yahrb., 1851, pp. 81, 91, 170; Muller, Amerikanische Urreligionen,
]»l). 463, 484, 498, 544; Andree, in Westland, tom. ii., pp. 3, 251; Heine,
Wanderbilder, p. 181; Holinski, La Californie, p. 252; Baldwin’s Anc.
Amer., p. 124. Frederick Boyle, F. R. G. 8., visited the country in 1865-6,
with the examination of antiquities as his main object. Both works are
illustrated with plates and cuts; and both authors brought away interest-
ing specimens Wfli(‘h were -deposited by the American in the Smithsonian
Institution, and by the Englishman in the British Museum. ‘J’avoue
n'avoir rien rencontré d’important dans mes lectures, en ce qui touche les
états de Costa Rica et de Nicaragua.’ Dally, Races Indig., p. 12.
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80 ANTIQUITIES OF NICARAGUA.

found both fixed cemeteries fenced with a line of heavy
stones and also separate graves.® Thus no burial
mounds proper seem to exist on the island. The ashes
or unburned bones of the dead are found enclosed in
large earthen vases, together with what may be con-
sidered as the most valued property of the deceased,
or the most appropriate gifts of friends, in the shape
of weapons, ornaments, vessels, and implements of
stone, clay, and perhaps metal, all of which will be
described in their turn. When the burial urn is found
to contain unburned bones, its mouth is sometimes
closed with the skull; in other cases one or more in-
verted earthen pans are used for that purpose.

On Zapatero, an island which lies just north of
Ometepec, distributed over a level space covered with
a dense growth of trees, are eight irregular heaps of
loose unhewn stones, showing no signs of system
either in the construction of each individual mound
or in their arrangement with reference to each other.”
An attempt to open one of the largest of the number
led to no results beyond the discovery of an inter-
mixture of broken pottery in the mass of stones. They
are surrounded, as we shall see, by statues, and are
believed by Mr Squier to be remains of the teocallis
known to have served the Nicaraguans as temples at
the time of the conquest.® At the foot of Mt Mom-
bacho, a volcano south of Granada, was found a ruined
cairn, or sepulchre, about twenty feet square, not par-
ticularly described, but similar to those which will be
mentioned as occurring in the department of Chon-

31 “Nicht. ...von abgesonderten Steinen umgeben, sondern fanden sich,
in einer Tiefe von drei Fuss, unregelmiissig iiber die Ebene zerstreut.’
Friedrichsthal, in Sivers, Mittelamerika, p. 128 ; ‘Les fles du lac, notam-
ment Ométépé semblent avoir servi de sépultures & la population des villes
environnantes, ....car on y rencontre de vastes nécropoles on villes des
morts, ressemblant par leur caractére & celles des anciens Mexicains.’ Jd.
in Nouvelles Annales des Voy., 1841, tom. xcii., p. 297; in Lond. Geog.
Soc., Jour, vol. xi., p. 100; Woeniger, in Squier's R’icaragua, pp- 509-10;
Boyle's Ride, vol. ii., p. 86.

3 Plan showing their relative position, in Squier's Nicaragua, p. 477.

3 ‘On y trouve (sur les fles du lac) encore un grand nombre de débris

de constructions antiques.” Brasseur de Bourbourg, in Nowvelles Annales
des Voy., 1855, tom. cxlvii., p. 135,
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EL BARO AT MASAYA. 81

tales; others were said by the inhabitants to have
been found in the same vicinity.* In a steep-banked
ravine near Masaya, the rocky sides of which present
numerous sculptured figures, or hieroglyphics, a shelf
some nine feet wide is cut in the perpendicular cliff
which towers one hundred feet in height at its back.
On this shelf is a rectangular excavation eight by four
feet and eighteen inches deep, with regularly sloping
and smoothly cut sides, surrounded by a shallow groove
which leads to the edge of the precipice, presumably
designed to carry off rain-water. This strange excava-
tion is popularly known as El Baifio, although hardly
of sufficient size to have served as a bath ; a rudely cut
flight of steps leads up the cliff to the shelf, and two
pentagonal holes penetrate the face of the cliff at its
back horizontally to a great depth, but these may be
of natural formation. Some kettle- shaped excavations
are reported also along the shore of the lake, now and
possibly of old used in tanning leather.® Mr Boyle
speaks of the road by which water is brought up from
the lake to the city by the women of Mwsu) a, a deep
cut in the solid rock, a mile long and descending to a
depth of over three hundred feet, as a reputed work
of aboriginal engineering, but as he seems himself
somewhat doubtful of the fact, and as others do not
so mention it, this may not prqmrly be included in
our list of ancient monuments.® In the cliff at Nijapa,
an old crater-lake near Managua, is what has been re-
garded by the natives as a wonderful temple excavated
from the solid rock by the labors of the Antiguos,
their ancestors. Indeed its entrance bears a strong
resemblance, when viewed from the opposite side of
the lake, to the arched portals of a heathen temple,
but, explored by both Squier and Boyle, it proved to
be nothing more than a natural cavern.”
Across the lake northward from Managua the vol-

M Boyle's Ride, vol. ii., p. 42.

3 Squier’s ’Vu'aru ua, pp. 439-41.

% Boyle's Ride, vol. ii., pp. 10-11.

¥ Id., vol. ii., pp. 161~ 2 Squier’s Nicaragua, p. 396.
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cano of Momotombo, projacting into the waters, forms
a bay in a locality once gccupied tradltlonally b
rich and populous city. If we may credit the A bé
Brasseur de Bourbourg, its ruins are yet to be seen
beneath the waters of the bay.® Captamn Belcher vis-
ited the country in 1838, and was told that a cause-
way formerly extended across from the main to the
island of Momotombita, probably for the use of the
riests of ancient faith, since the 1sland is rich in idols.

e even was able to gee the remains of the causeway
extending in the dry season some three hundred and
sixty yards from the shore; but a closer examination
convinced Mr Squjer that the supposed ruins were
simply a natural formation whose extreme hardness
had resisted better than the surrounding strata the
action of the waves.® \

On the slope of a small bowl-shaped valley near
Leon 1s what the natives call the Capilla de la Piedra,
a natural niche artificially enlm‘gedp in-the face of a
large rock facing the amphitheatre. It is spacious
enough to accommodate four or five persons, and a
large flat stone like an altar stands just at the en-
trance. At Subtiava, an Indian pueb{o near Leon; is

a stone mound, sixty by two hundred feet, and ten . /

feet high, very like those at Zapatero, except that in
this case the stones about the edges present some signs
of regularity in their arra.ngement It is very proba-
bly the ruin of some old temple-mound, and even in
modern days the natives are £nown to have secretly
assembled to worship round this stone-heap the,gods
of their antiquity. Several low rectangular mdunds
were also seen but not examined at the base of the
volcano of Orota, north-east of Leon.®

Returning to the south-eastern Chontal province,
the only w:ﬁ‘attested permanent monuments are burial

Voy., 1855, tom. cxlvii., p. 149.
%' Belcher's Voyage, vol. i., p 171 Squier's Nicaragua, p. 299.
4 Squier's Nicaragua, pp. 306-8 Id (Ed. 1856,) vol. 1i., p. 335.

38 ‘Tls montrent avec eﬂroi les débris de la cité maudite, encore visibles
sous la surface des eaux.’ Brasseur de Bourbourg, in Nouvelles Annales des
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CHONTAL BURIAL MOUNDS. 33

mounds or cairns of stone, although the Chevalier
Friedrichsthal claims to have found here “remains
of ancient towns and temples,” which, nevertheless,
he does not attempt to describe, and Mr Squier men-
tions a traditionary ruined city near Juigalpa.* The
cairns are found i the regions about the towns of
Juigalpa and Libertad, although exploration would
doubtless reveal their existence elsewhere in the prov-
ince. At both the places named they occur in great
numbers over a large area. ‘At Libertad,” says Mr
Boyle, “graves were so plentiful we had only the em-
barrassment of choice. Every hill round was topped
with a vine-bound thicket, springing, we knew, from
the cairn of rough stone reverently piled above some
old-world chieftain.” No farther description can be
given of them than that they are rectangular embank-
ments of unhewn stone, bnilt, in Bome cases at least,
with regularly sloping s1d&, and of varying dimen-
sions, the largest reported being“-one hundred and
twenty by one hundred and seventy-five feet, and five
feet high. "Being opened they disclose earthen burial
urns containing, as at Ometepec, human remains, both
burned and unburned, and a great variety of stone and
earthen relics both within and without the cinerary
vase. The burial deposit is oftenest found above, but
sometimes also below, the original surface of the
ground. These cairns appear to have somewhat more
regularity, on the exterior at least, than the stone
tumuli of Ometepec. A more thorough examination
of both 18 necessary before it can be determined whether
or not the Ometepec mounds are, as Mr Squier be-
lieves, the ruins of teocallis and not tombs, and whether
some of the Chontal cairns may not be*the ruins or
foundations of ancient structures. There can be little
doubt that the Nicaraguans employed the mound-
temple in their worship, and it is somewhat remarka-
ble 1f Catholic fanaticism has left no traces of them;

41 Lond. Geog. Soc., Jour., vol. xi., p. 100 ; Nouvelles Annalesdes Voy.,

1841, tom. xcii., p. 207; Squier's Nicaragua, (Ed. 1856,) vol. ii., p. 335,
Vou. IV, 8
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yet it is probable that wood entered more largely
into their construction than in more northern climes.
Mr Boyle found one grave near Juigalpa differin
from the usual Chontal method of interment, anﬁ
ing more nearly with that practiced in Mexico
and Ometepec; and Mr Pim mentions the occurrence
of numerous graves in the province, of much smaller
size and of different proportions, the laxgest being
twenty by twelve feet, and eight feet high.
Near guigalpa was seen a hill whose surface was
< covered with stones a in circles, squares, dia-
monds, and rays about a central stone;*® also a hill of
terrace-formation which from a distance seemed to be
an aboriginal fortification.* In the same neighbor-
hood is reported a series of trenches stretching across
the country, one of them traced for over a mile, nine
to twelve feet wide, widening at intervals into oval
spaces from fifty to eighty feet in diameter, and these
enlargements containing alternately two and four small
mounds arranged in lines perpendicular to the general

P

Trench near Juigalpa.

direction of the trench.® “Several rectangular parallel-
ograms outlined in loose stone,” in the vicinity of Li-
bertad, are supposed by Mr Boyle to be Carib works,
not connected with the Chontal burial system.*

I come secondly to the hieyoglyphic figures cut or
painted on Nicaraguan cliffs. &JHhese appear to belong
for the most part to that lowest class of picture-writing

4 Boyle's Ride, vol. i., pr.‘ 159-61, 195-212, 291; Pim and Sumann.fa
Dottings, p. 126; On the buildings of the ancient Nical ans, see vols. ii.

and iii. of this work; also Brasseur de Bourbourg, Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. ii.,
p 114; Peter Martyr, dec. vi., lib. v; Squier's Nicaragua, (Ed. 1856,) vol.

., Ep. 335-6.
Boyle's Ride, vol. i., pp. 154-5.
4 Froebel, Aus Amer., tom. i., pp. 379-80; Id., Cent. Amer., pp. 119-20.
Y Lz’v;'n?:ton, in ?m’cr‘a Nicaragua, (Ed. 1856,) vol. ii., pp. 334-5.
% Boyle's Ride, vol. i., p. 212.
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CLIFF-CARVINGS AT MASAYA. 85

common throughout the whole length of the North
American continent, even in the territory of the most
savage tribes. Doubtless many of these figures were
executed in commemoration of events, and thus served
temporarily as written records; but it is doubtful if the
meaning of any of these inscriptions ever survived the
generation which originated them, and certain that
they are not understood by native or by antiquarian
at the present day. [t is not unlikely that some of
them in Nigaragua may be rude representations of
deities, and thus identified with the same gods pre-
served in stone, and with characters in the Aztec
picture-writings; but the picture-writing of the Ni-
caraguan Nahuas, unlike that of their brethren of
Andhuac, was not committed to paper during the first
years of the conquest, and has consequently been lost.

At Guaximala a cave is mentioned having sculp-
tures on the rocks at its entrance. The natives dared
not cross the figured portal.” In the ravine near
Masaya, already spoken ‘of as the locality of the ex-
cavation known as El Baiio, the steep side-cliffs are
covered with figures roughly cut in outline, and often
nearly obliterated by the ravages of time. They are
shown in Squier’s drawings on the following page, the
order in which the groups occur being preserved.

Mr Squier detects among the objects thus rudely
delineated, the sun twice represented, a shield, arrows
or spears, the Xiuhatlatli of the Aztec paintings, which
is an instrument for hurling spears, and a monkey.
Besides the regular groups, isolated single figures are
seen, among which the two characters shown in the

==} accompanying cut are most frequently
a repeated. The same vicinity is report-
ed to contain figures both painted and

cut in other localites.®

=
" Heine, Wanderbilder, p. 181.
8 Squier's Nicaragua, pp. 435-41; ‘Sur les parois du rocher on voit en-
core des dessins bizarres gravés et peints en rouge, tels que lés donne M

Squier," Brasseur de Bourbourg,in Nouvelles Annales des Voy., 1855, tom.
exlvii., p.{lﬂ.

\
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CLIFF-PAINTINGS AT NIJAPA. 37

On the old crater-walls, five hundred feet in height
at the lowest point, which inclose Lake Nijapa, a few
miles south-west of Managua, are numerous figyres
painted in red. Portions of the walls have been thy®wn
down by an earthquake, the débris at the water’s
edge being covered with intricate and curious red
lines; and most of ,those still in place have been so
defaced by the action of wind and water that their

original appearance or connection cannot be distin-
guished.

Feathered Serpent at Lake Nijapa.

Among the clearest of the paintings is the coiled
feathered serpent shown in the cut. It is three feet
in diameter, across the coil, and is painted forty feet
up the perpendicular side of the precipice. This would
seem to be identical with the Aztec Quetzalcoatl, or
the Quiché Gucumatz, both of which names signify
‘plumed serpent.” Of the remaining figures, shown
in the cut on the following page, the red hand is of
frequent otcurrence here, and we shall meet it again
farther north, especially in Yucatan. The central
upper figure is thought by Mr Squier to resemble a
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character in the Aztec dpaintings; and among those
thrown down the sun and moon are said to have been

prominent.*
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Rock-paintings of Nijapa.

In the Chontal province none of these pictorial
remains are reported, yet Mr Boyle believes that

many of the ornamental figures on pottery and stone

7
4

4 Mr Boyle found the cliff- mimingw‘xto have suffered much since Mr
Squier’s visit, thirteen years ln-!on*; 8o much so that none could be made
out except the winged snake and redhand. He also states that yellow as
well as red pictures are here to be seen. Boyle's Ride, vol. ii., pp. 160-1;
Squier's Nicaragua, ))p. 391-6. In a letter, a fragment of which is pub-
lished in the Annual of Scientific Discovery, 1850, p. 364, Mr Squier de-
clares the paintings precisely in the style of the Mexican and Guatemalan
MSS., closely rt'!wm[l)ling, some of the fizures indeed identical with, those
of the Dresden MS. Pim and Seemann, Dottings, p. 401, also noted the
‘coiled-up lizard’ and other pictures, calling the locality Asososca Lake.
Scherzer’, Wanderungen, p. 72, and Trav., vol. i., p, 77, mentjons also
sculptured figures on this crater-wall. é
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STONE STATUES OR IDOLS. 39

vessels are hieroglyphic in their nature; founding this
opinion on the frequent repetition of complicated
groups, as for instance that in the cut, which is re-
peated four times on the circumference of a bowl.®

Chontal Hieroglyphic.

Statues in stone, representin;l; human bgings gen-
erally, but in some cases animals and monsters also,
have been found and described to the number of about
sixty, constituting our third and the most interesting
class of Nicaraguan relics. Ometepec, rich in pottery
and other relics, and reported also to contain idols, has
yielded to actual observation only the small animal
couchant represented in the cut.
It was secretly worshiped by the
natives for many years, gven in
modern times, until thid unor-
thodox idolatry was discovered
and checked by zealous priests.
This animal idol was about four- e g
teen inches long and eight inches Vmatepac Taol,
in height.™

The island of Zapatero has furnished some seven-
teen 1dols, which are found in connection with the
stone-heaps already described, lying for the most part

% Boyle'sRide, vol. ii., pp. 142-3.
' Squier's Nicaragua, pp. 510-17. There were formerly many idols
rr\amnh{ing those of Zapatero, but they have been buried or broken up. A
group is reported still to be found near the foot of Mt Madeira, but not seen
Woeniger, in Id., p. 509. Froebel, Aus Amer., tom. i., p. 261.
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Idols of Zapatero.—Fig. 1, 2.
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IDOLS ON ZAPATERO ISLAND. 41

them in an upright position. An ancient crater-lake
conveniently near at hand accounts satisfactorily for
the almost entire absence of smaller idols, and would
doubtless have been the receptacle of their larger
fellow-deities, had the strength of the priestly icono-
clasts been in proportion to their godly spirit, as was
the case with Mr Squier’s natives. Xb it was they
were obliged to content their fanatical zeal with over-
throwing and defacing as far as possible these stone
rivals of their own gods. There seems to be no regu-
larity or system in the arrangement of the statues
with respect to each other, and very little with respect
to the stone mounds. It is probable, however, that,
if the latter are indeed ruined teocallis, the statues
stood originally round their base rather than on their
summit. The idols of Zapatero, which is within the
limits of the Niquiran or Aztec province, are larger
and somewhat more elaborate in workmanship than
those found elsewhere ; and the genital organs appear on
many of their number, indicating perhaps the presence
here of the wide-spread phallic worship. The cuts
show ten of the most remarkable of these monuments,
Fig. 1 1s nine feet high and about three feet in
diameter, cut from a solid block of black basalt. The
head of the human figure crouching on its immense
cylindrical pedestal forms a cross, a symbol not un-
common here or elsewhere in America. All the work,
particularly the ornamental bands and the niches of
unknown use or import in front, is gracefully and
cleanly cut. Fig. 2 is a huge tiger eight feet high
seated on a pedestal. The heads and other parts of
different animals are often used in the adornment of
partially human shapes both in stone work and pottery,
but purely animal statues, intended as this apparently
is, for 1dols, are rare. Fig. 3, an idol “of mild and
benignant aspect” is shown in the leaning position in
which it was found. Fig. 4, standing in the back-
ground, was raised from its fallen position to be

sketched.
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Fig. 5 represents a statue which, with its pedestal,
is over twe{;c feet high. The well-carved head of a
monster, two feet eight inches broad, surmounts the
head of a seated human form, a common device in the

Idols of Zapatero.—Fig. 5.

fashioning of Nicaraguan gods. A peculiarity of this
monument 1s that the arms are detached from the sides
at the elbows; free-sculptured limbs being of rare oc-
currence in American aboriginal carvings. Fig. 6 is
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a slab three by five feet, bearing a human figure cut in
high relief, the only sc ulptum of this kind discovered
in Nicaragua. The tongue appears to hang upon the
breast, and the eyes are mcrcl\ two round lmlvs Fig.
7,0n thu f()llu\umr page, represents a c rouching hunmn
form, on whose luuk 18 a tiger or other \Hld beast
grasping the head in its jaws, a favorite method

Idols of Zapatero.—Fig. 6.

among these southern Nahua nations of representing
in stone and clay the characteristics of what are pre-
sumably intended as beings to be worshiped. The
expression of the features in the human face is de-
scribed by Mr Squier as differing from any of the
others found in this group, This idol and the follow-
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ing, with many other curious monuments of antiquity
obtained by the same explorer, are now in the museum
of the Smithsonian Institution at Washington.

W
Nt

Idols of Zapatero.—Fig. 7.
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Fig. 8 is carved on a slab five feet long and eighteen
inches wide, representing a person who holds to his
abdomen what seems to be a mask or a human face.

Fig. 9 is of very rude execution and seemingly rep-
resents a human figure wearing an animal mask, which
is itself surmounted by another human face. Two
small cup-shaped smoothly cut holes are also noted in

TSRy € Q3

Idols of Zapatero.—Fig. 8, 9.

the head-dress. Fig. 10 is a stone three feet and a
half high, but slightly modified by the sculptor’s art,
which gave some semblance of the human form.
From the cuts given a good general idea of the Za-
patero monuments may be obtained; of the others
described, one is a man with a calm, mild expression
of countenance, seated with knees at chin and hands
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on feet on a round-topped square pedestal which tapers
towards the bottom.

Two statues from Zapatero stand at the street-cor-
ners of Granada; one, known as the Chiflador, is much
broken; the other has the crouching animal on the
human head. Another from the same island stands

Idols of Zapatero.—Fig. 10.

by the roadside at Dirioma, near Granada, where it
serves as a boundary mark. According to Mr Boyle
this statue is of red granite, and it seemed to Mr
Squier more delicately carved than those at Zapatero.”

52 ,\'yul_'«'r'x Nicaragua, pp. 180, 470-90, 496; Id., (Ed. 1856,) vol. ii., p
336; Id., in Annual Scien. Discov., 1851, p. 388. ‘L’ile de Zapatero a fourni
des idoles qui sont comme des imitations grossidres du fameux colosse de
Memnon, type connu de cette impassibilité réfléchie que les Egyptiens don-
naient & leurs dieux.” Holinski, La Californie, p. 252. ‘There still ex st
on its surface some large stone idols.’ Scherzer's }'rm", vol. i., p. 31. ‘Sta-
tues d’hommes et d’animaux d’un effet grandiose, mais d'un travail qui an-
nonce une civilisation moins avancée que celle de I'Yucatan ou du Guat¢-
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have been dug up, having been buried there purposely
by order of the catholic authorities in behalf of the
supposed spiritual interests of the natives. Fig. 1 is
cut from hard red sandstone; the human face 1s sur-
mounted by a monster head, and by its side the open
mouth and the fangs of a serpent appear. The limbs
of this statue, unlike those of most Nicaraguan idols,
are freely sculptured and detached so far as is consistent
with safety.

Pensacola Idols.—Fiz. 2.

Fig. 2 1s an animal clinging to the back of a human
being, concerning which Mr Squier remarks: “I nev
er have seen a statue which conveyed so foreibly the
idea of power and strength.” - The back is ribbed o
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IDOLS OF PENSACOLA ISLAND. )

earved to represent ove ]LL[)I)H]" plates like a rude coat
of mail, and the whole is nine feet high and ten feet
in circumference. Fig. 3 is the hcad and bust—the
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Pensacola Idols.—Fig. 3.

lower portion having been broken off—of a hideous
monster, with hanging tongue and large staring eyes,
laroe ears, and distended mouth, “like some gray mon
ster Just emerging from the depths of the earth a
the bidding of the wizard-priest of an unholy religion,”
not inappropriately termed ‘el diablo’ by the natives
when first 1t met their view.™

A Squier's Nicaragua, pp. 448-57. The head of fig. 1 is the Mexican

sign tochtli.  The animal in fig. 2 may be intended for an allicator. I, in
Annual Scien. Discov., 1851, p. 387
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Momotombita Island formerly contained some fifty
statues standing round a square, and facing inward, it,
as Mr Squier believes, we may credit the native re-
port.  All are of black basalt, and have the sex clearly
marked, a large majority representing males.

Fig. 1 1s a statue notice-
able for its bold and severe
cast of features, and for
what is conjectured to be
a human heart held in the
mouth, as 18 shown in the
front view, Fig. 2. Fig.
3 was found at a street-
corner at Managua, but
had been brought origin-
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Idols of Momotombita.—Fig. 1 and 2.
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Colossal Head from Momotombita,
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ally from the island. Another, also from Momotom-
bita, was found at Leon and afterwards deposited in
the Smithsonian Institution. It evidently served as
a support for some other object; the back is square
and ribbed like the one at Pensacola, the eyes closed,
and “the whole expression grave and serene.” The
colossal head shown in the cut on the preceding page
was among the other fragments found on the island,
where two groups of relics are said to exist, only one
of which has been explored.®
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Piedra de la Boca.

The Piedra de la Boca is a small statue, or frag-
ment, with a large mouth, standing at a street-corner
in Granada, having been brought from one of the lake
islands. The natives still have some feelings of de-
pendence on this idol in times of danger. Several
rudely carved, well-worn images stood also at the
street-corners of Managua in 1838.%

At the Indian pueblo of Subtiava near Leon many
idols were dug up by the natives for Mr Squier, ea(rht
of them ranging from five and a half to eight feet in
height and from four to five feet in circumference.

55 Squier's Nicaragua, pp. 285-7, 295-301, 402; Id., in Annual Scier,

Discov., 1850, p. 363; ”'u{:/ulus, GGeoq. u. Stat., p. 341
% Belcher's Voyage, vol. 1., p. 172; Squier’s Awuragrm, pp- 179, 402.
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IDOLS OF SUBTIAVA. " b5

The natives have always been in the habit of making
offerings secretly to these gods of stone, and only a
few months before Mr Squier’s visit a stone bull had
been broken up by the priests. About the large stone
mound before described are numerous fragments, but
only one statue entire, which is shown in iz 1. 1t
projects six feet four inches above ground and is cut
from sandstone. At the lower extremity of the flap

Idols of Subtiava.—Fig. 1.

which hangs from the belt in front is noted a cup-like
hole large enough to contain about a quart. Fig. 2
of the same material, is two feet six inches in height,
and represents a female ecither 1 Ilding a mask over
her abdomen, or holding open the abdomen for the
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Fig. 3 and 4 show a front and
rear view of another statue, in
which the human face, instead
of being surmounted by, looks
out from the jaws of some ani-
mal. The features of the face
had been defaced apparently by
blows with a hammer; the or-
namentation was thought to
resemble somewhat that of
the Copan statues. Others

. ..",1“ : mentioned and sketched at Sub-
'u:\l‘l"”lp tiava have a general resem-

blance to these.”

The Chontal statues are di-
vided by Mr Boyle into two
classes; the first of which in-
cludes idols, with fierce and dis-
torted tmtuu s, never found on
the graves, but often near them ;
while the second is composed
of portrait- htdfllc\ always distinguished by closed eyes
and a calm, \nnl»lv human air .L}mut their features,
however irregularly modeled.” The latter are All\\(l}h
found on or in the cairns under which bodies are in-
terred, and are much more numerous than the idols
proper.  Unfortunately we have but few drawings in
support of this theory. It is true that the two classes
of features are noticeable elsewhere, as well as here,
but the position of the statues does not seem to justify
any such division into portraits and idols. Mr Boyle
also believes the Chontal sc ulptures better mode led
though less elaborate than those of the south-west.®

face to look out.

Idul-s of Suh iava.—Fig. 2.

5 Squier's Nicaragua, pp. 264-5, 301-7: “Some of the statues have the
same «f(llmruu head-dresses with others nf Copan; one bears a shield upon
his arm; another has a girdle, to which is suspended a head.” Id., in Annual
Seien. Discov., 1850, 363.

% If idols, 'to Mr io\]« they indicate a worship of ancestors, of which,
however, 1lnn seems to be no historical evidence. Mr Pim suggests lhut
the idols of mild expression may be those worshiped before, and those of
more ferocious aspect after, the coming of the Aztecs,
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Fig. 1 is one of several statues
found near Juigalpa; it is of the
portrait class, and is remarkable
for the wen over the eye and a
cross on the breast. Fig. 2 1s the
head of another taken from a cairn
near Libertad, and since used to
prop up a modern wall. Fig. 3 is
what Mr Pim terms a head-stone
of one of the graves in the same
locality. Many of ‘the images have
holes drilled through them; there
i1s no distinction of sex, and here,
as elsewhere, there is no attempt
at drapery. Entire statues seem
to be rare, but fragments very
abundant. Mr Squier notes in all
the Nicaraguan statues a general
resemblance, but at the same time
marked individuality, and deems it

Fig. 3. possible to identify many of them
with the gods of the Mexican Pantheon.”

My fourth class includes weapons, implements, orna-
ments, and other miscellaneous articles of stone. There
18 a mention without description of arrow-heads and
flint flakes dug up from the graves of Ometepec.
Celts, much like those extant in European collections,
are reported as of frequent oceurrence; two of granite
and one of basalt at Ometepec, and one of chipped
flint at Zapatero, the latter being regular in outline,

% The other Chontal statues more or less fully described are the follow-
ing: A huge monolith, of which twelve feet six inches were unearthed,
having a cross on the breast with two triangles, and the arms and legs
doubled back; a head four feet eight inches in circumference, and one foot
ten inches high; an idol four feet eight inches high, wearing on its head an
ornamented coronet, resembling a circlet of overlapping oyster-shells, with
a cross on the left shoulder un&, a richly carved belt; a stone woman thirty-
seven inches high, having the left corner of the mouth drawn up so as to
leave a round hole between the lips, and the arms crosscd at rian angles
from the elbows; a very rude idol with pointed cap, holes for eyes, and a
slit for a mouth, whose modern use is to grind corn; and las#ly, a statuc
with beard and whiskers. Boyle's Ride, vol. i., pp. 147-9, 158-64, 210-12,
242, 290-5; Pim and Seemann’s Dottings, pp. 126-8.
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Fig. 1 is a rude aboriginal weapon from a cairn near
Libertad, called by Mr Pim a hatchet.

with a smooth sharp edge, believed by Mr Boyle to
be of very rare form, and unique in America. Axes
are also said to be numerous, there being specially
mentioned one of basalt, broad and thin, from Ome-
tepec; and a similar one, three or four inches wide, six
and of a uniform thickness, not exceeding

an inch, from Zapatero.

Nicaraguan Weapons.—Fig. 3 and 4.

NICARAGUAN WEAPONS.

59
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axe of syenite found by Mr Squier at Granada, where
he states that similar relics are not uncommon. Fig.
3 18 one of two very beautiful double-edged battle-
axes from the Chontal cairns. It is of volcanic stone,
twelve and a half inches long by seven and three
fourths inches wide. Fig. 4 represents a flint axe
from Zapatero Island as “sketched by Mr Boyle. A
knife ten mchcb long was also found by Pim in a
Chontal grave.®

Granite Vase from Brita.

Stone vessels are rare, though a granite vase, eighteen
inches high, as shown in the cut, was dug up at Brita,
near Rivas; and two marble vases of very superior
workmanship were found in a Libertad mound. One
was of the tripod form and badly broken; the other
was shaped like a can resting on a stand, with orna-
mental handles, and having its sides, not thicker than

ard-board, covered with grecs and aI‘dl)L\(lllLS

Metates occur often on both sides the lakes. The
cut on the following page shows one dug up at Leon,
being very similar to those still in use in the country,

60 Boyle’s Ride, vol. i., pp 290-1, vol. ii., pp. 97, 144-5; Squier's Nicara-
gua, (Ed. 1856,) vol.ii., p. 339; I'nu and bumann s I)nmnq» pp. 126-7.

61 Boyle’s Ride, vol. i., pp. 200—‘.2 209, vol. ii. ¢} 45-6; Squier's Nica-
ragua; pp. 515, 5‘71 cut of the leg ofastonevzwe } , (Ed. 1856,) vol. ii., p.
339.
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but more elaborate in its ornamentation. Those east
of the lakes are flat instead of curved, but still supe-

Nicaraguan Metate.

rior to any now made, and in connection with them
have been found the pestles with which maize was
crushed.®

Broken pedestals and sculptured fragments whose
original purpose 1s unknown occur frequently, and
stone rattles were formerly found about Juigalpa.
Beads of lava, basalt, and chalcedony, in collections
suggestive of small necklaces, are numerous, particu-
Inl\ at Ometepec. Those of lava are often wonder-
fully wrought, about an inch long, ringed or grooved
on the surface, pierced lengthwise \\lth a ]mlv only
large enough to admit a fine thres ad, and yet the whole,
of the most brittle material, not thicker than twine.
Those of chale c(lonv are of l.u«ru‘ size.®

The niche nea me l\nu\\n as the Capilla de la
Piedra, had 1n-fmv its entrance a flat stone resembling
an altar. At Zapatero Mr Squier found four stones
also apparently intended for sacrificial purposes. One
of these, an oval stone imbedded in the earth, and cov-

8 Squier's Nicaragua, pp. 256-7.

8 Boyle's Ride, vol. i., pp. 150-2, 159, vol. ii., pp. 43, 98; Squier's
Nicaragua, PP 521 2; Pim and Seemann's l)otlmj\ pp- l’()ﬂ
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ered on_its upper surface with inscribed characters, is
shown in the cut. Near the Simon mine in Nueva

Altar from Zapatero.

Segovia, the north-eastern province of the state, was
found by Mr Pim a broken font, the only relic of this
region, on the exterior of which the following figure
is carved, supposed to represent the sun. It has also
the peculiarity of what seem intended for long mous-
taches.*

Sun-sculpture in Nueva Segovia.

The fifth class embraces all articles of pottery, abun-
dant throughout the whole extent of the state, but
especially so on the lake islands, where the natives ac-

tually dig them from the earth to supply their prcsent'

needs. None of the localities which have yielded

H Sguier's Nicaragua, pp. 307-8, 476, 488, Pim and Seemann's Dottings.
p. 128.
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other relics is without its deposit of earthen ware,
eithtr whole or in fragments The fact that vessels
unearthed by the natives, when unbroken, are wholly
uninjured by their long rest under a damp tropical
soil, indicates their excellence in material and con-
struction. It is not indeed probable that in material
or methods of manufacture the ancierit differed essen-
tially from the modern pottery; but in skill and taste
the former was unquestionably far superior. Mr
Squier pronounces the work equal to the best speci-
mens of the Mexican and Peruvian potters. He tinds
no evidence of the use of the wheel; Mr Boyle, how-
ever, thinks it was employed, but rarely. The clay
varies from brown to Lla,ck, and the glazing, often
sufficiently thick to be chipped off with a knife, is
usually of a whitish or yellowish hue. The colors with
which most articles are painted are both brilliant and
durable, réd being a favorite. In some cases the paint
seems to have penetrated the substance of the pottery,
as if applied before the clay was dry. The figures of
1 the cut illustrate the two
most common\forms of the
cinerary, or burial, urns,
both from Ofpetepec, the
former sketéhed by Mr
Boyle and the latter by
Mr Squier. The urns con-
tain a black sticky earth

Burial Urns from Ometepec.

supposed to represent traces of burned flesh, and often
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unburned bones, skull, or teeth, together with a col-
lection of the smaller relics which have been described.
The bones of animals, deer-horns, and boar-tusks, and
bone implements rarely or never occur. Earthen
basins of different material and color from the urns are
often—always in the Chontal graves—found inverted
one over another to close the mouth. The burial vases
are sometimes thirty-six inches long by twenty inches
high, painted usually on the outside with alternate
streaks of black and scarlet, while serpents or other
ornaments are frequently relieved on the surface. One
or two handles are in most cases attached to each.
Mr Squier believes a human skull to have been the
model of the urns. Five of them at Libertad are
noticed as lying uniformly east and west. It appears
evident that many of the articles found in or about
the graves had no connection with burial rites/ some
of them having undoubtedly been buried to keep them
from the hands of the Spaniards. The figurés of the

Ometepec Tripod Vase—Fig, 1.

cuts, from Mr Boyle, show two forms of vessels which
are frequently repeated among an infinite variety of
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other shapes. The tripod vase with hollow legs is a
common fgrm of which Fig. 1 is a fine specimen from
Ometepec, five and three fourths inches high, and six
inches In diaineter, with a differert face on each leg.

Bowl from Zapatero.—Fig. 2.

Fig. 2 is a bowl from Zapatero which occurs in great
numbers, of uniform shape and decoration, but of vary-
ing size, being ordinarily, however, ten inches in diam-
eter and four and one fourth inches high./ Both inside
and outsile are painted with figures which from their
uniformity in different specimens are deemed by Mr
Boyle to have some hidden hieroglyphic meaning. /It
is also remarked that vessels intended to be of ‘the
same size are exactly equal in every respect. Another
common vessel is a black jar, gK\.zed and polished,
about four inches high and five and one fourth inches
in diameter, made of light clay, and having a simple
wavy ornament round the rim. Animals or parts of
animils, particularly alligators, often form a part of
the ornamentation of pottery, but complete animals in
clay are rare, a rude clay stag being the only relic of the
kind rcported The device of a beast springing on the
back ‘of a human form, so frequent among the statues
or idols, also occurs in terra cotta. The four figures
of the cut show additional specimens in terra cotta
from Mr Squier, of which Fig. 2 is from Ometepec.*

 Boyle's Ride, vol. i., pp. 150-1, 201, 209, vol. ii., pp. 45, 86, 90-7; Squoer:
Nicaragua, pp. 299, 490, 509-10; Id., (Ed. 1856,) vol. ii. , PP- 335-8, 362

Pim and Seemaun’s I)uttmgn p. 126; Swen Mittelamerika, PH. 128-9,
Vor. IV, 6




ANTIQUITIES OF NICARAGUA.

Nicaraguan Figures in Terra Cotta.

It only remains to speak of the sixth and last class
of Nicaraguan relics; viz., articles of metal, which may
be very briefly disposed of. The only gold seen by any
of our authorities was ‘““‘a drop of pure gold, one inch
long, precisely like the rattles worn by Malay girls,”
taken by Mr Boyle from a cinerary vase at Juigalpa.
But all others mention small gold idols and ornaments
which are reported to have been found, one of them
weighing twenty-four ounces; so that there can be but
little doubt that the ancient people understood to a
limited extent the use of this precious metal, which
the territory has never produced in large quantities.
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Copper, on the contrary, is said to be abundant and of
a vuricty easily worked, and yet the only relic of tl_ns
metal discovered is the copper mask, which Mr Squier
supposes to represent a tiger’s
face, shown in the cut, It
was presented to him by a \man
who claimed to have obtained it
from Ometepec. Mr Boyle be-
lieves, with reason as I think,
that in a country abounding in
the metal, the skill and knowl-
edge requisite to produce the
mask would most certainly have
left other evidences of its posses-
sion. The authenticity of this _
mask, when considered as a Nic- ) )
araguan relic, may be regarded g Mak,
as extremely problematical.®

Nicaraguan antiquities, concerning which I have
now given all the information in my possession, give
rise to but little discussion or visionary speculation.
Indeed there is little of the mysterious connected with
them, as they do not necessarily carry us farther back
into the past than the partially civilized people that
occupied the country in the sixteenth century. Not one
relic has appeared which may not reasonably be deemed
their work, or which requires the agency of an un-
known nation of amtiquity. Yet supposing Nicaragua
to have been long inhabited by a people of only slightly
varying stages of civilization, any one of the idols de-
scribed may have been worshiped thousands of years
before the Spanish conquest. The relics are over
three hundred years old; nothing in themselves proves
them to be less than three thousand. Comparison
with more northern relics and history may fix their age
within narrower limits.

© Boyle's Ride, vol. i., pp. 150-1, vol. ii., p. 87; Squier's Nicaragua, pp.
509-11.




CHAPTER IIL

ANTIQUITIES OF SALVADOR AND HONDURAS. RUINS OF
XCOPAN.

SALVADOR — OP1CO REMAINS—MOUNDS OF JIBOA — RELICS OF LAKE
GUWAR—HONDURAS—GUANAJA—WALL—STONE CHAIRS—ROATAN
—POTTERY—OLANCHO RELICS—MOUNDS OF AGALTA AFD ABAJO—
HACIENDA OF LABRANZA —COMAYAGUA—STONE Doo{pm,—Tt:n-
RACED MoUNDS OF CALAMULLA—TUMULI ON Rio Cmq!xqw\m:
EARTHEN VASES OF YARUMELA—FORTIFIED PLATEAU OF TENAM-
PUA—PYRAMIDS, ENCLOSURES, AND EXCAVATIONS—STONE WALLS—
PARALLEL MOUNDS—CLIFF-CARVINGS AT ARAMACINA —COPAN—
HISTORY AND BIBLIOGRAPHY — PALACIO, FUENTES, GALINDO, STE-
PHENS, DALY, ELLERY, HARDCASTLE, BRASSEUR DE BOURBOURG—
PLAN OF RUINS RESTORED—QUARRY AND CAVE—OUTSIDE MoNU-
MENTS — ENCLOSING WALLS — THE TEMPLE — COURTS — VAULTS -
PYRAMID—IDOLS—ALTARS—MISCELLANEOUS RELICS—HUMAN RE-
MAINS—LIME—COLOSSAL HEADS—REMARKABLE ALTARS—GENERAL

REMARKS.

Following the continent westward from Nicaragun,
we have the state of Salvador on the Pacific side,
stretching some one hundred and eighty miles from
the gulf of Fonseca to the Rio de Paza, the Guate-
malan boundary, and extending inland about eighty
miles. Here, in the central province of San Vicente,
a few miles southward from the capital city of the
same name, | find the first well-authenticated instance
in our progress northward of the occurrence of ruined
edifices. But of these ruins we only know that they
are the most imposing nonuments in the state, cover-
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ANTIQUITIES OF SALVADOR. 69

ing nearly two square miles at the foot of the volcano
of Opico, and that they consist of “vast terraces,
ruins of edifices, and circular and square towers, and
subterranean galleries, all built of cut stones. A sin-
gle carvinpir has been found here, on a block of stone
eight feet long by four broad. It is in the true Mexi-
can style, representing probably a prince or great war-
rior.”'  Several mounds, considerable in size and
regular in outline, were noted on the plain of Jiboa
west of San Vicente; also similar ones near Sonsonate
in the south-western portion of the state. In the north-
west on the Guatemalan boundary, aboriginal relics
are vaguely reported on the islands of Lake Guijar, but
of them nothing is known.? And concerning Salvador
monuments nothing further is to be said, although Mr
Squier heard of rumns in that state rivaling in extent
and interest the famous Copan.®

On the other side of the continent, reaching also
across to the Pacific at the gulf of Fonseca, north of
Nicaragua, the Mosquito coast, and Salvador, is the
state of Honduras. It extends over three hundred
and fifty miles westward along the Atlantic shore, from
Cape Gracias 4 Dios nearly to the narrowest point of
the isthmus where America is a second time so nearly
cut in twain by the gulfs of Honduras and Dulce.
The mountain chains which skirt the valley of the
Motagua on the south, known as the sierras of Grita,
Espintu Santo, Merendon, Copan, etc., form the
boundary line between Honduras and Guatemala.
The northern coast, closely resembling in its general
character the Mosquito shore, has preserved along its
marshy lagoons, so far as they have been explored, no
traces of its early occupants. Yet on the coast islands

'.\'Vm'rr'a Cent. Amer., p. 341; Baldwin’s Anc. Amer., pp. 123-4.

! ‘Hier sollen sich gleichfalls noch ununtersuchte interessante india-

nische Monumente finden.” Reichardt, Cent. Amer., p. 83. ‘Nothing posi-

tive is known concerning them.’ Squier's Cent. Amer., p. 341. Hassel says

they are the remains of the old Indian town of Zacualpa. Mex. Guat., p. 368.
3 Squier's Nicaragua, (Ed. 1856,) vol. ii., p. 335.
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some relics appear. On that of Guanaja, whence in
1502 Columbus first beheld the continent of North
America, is reported a wall of considerable extent, only
a few feet high, with three-legged stone chairs fixed at
intervals in rude niches or fissures along its sides.
Chair-shaped excavations in solid rock occur at several
other points on the island, together with rudely molded
but fantastically decorated vessels of earthen ware.
The Guanaja remains are chiefly found in the vicinity of
the Savanna Bight Kay.* On the neighboring island
of Roatan fragments of aboriginal pottery and small
stone idols are found scattered through the forest.®
The eastern interior of Honduras, by reason of its
gold mines, has been more extensively explored than
the Mosquito region farther south; yet with respect
to the departments of Olancho and Tegucigalpa I only
find the statement by Mr Wells that “mounds con-
taining specimens of ancient pottery are often met
with T)y the vaqueros while exploring the gloomy
depths of the forest, but these seldom survive the
destructive curiosity of the natives;” this chiefly in
the valleys of Agalta and Abajo, and on the hacienda
of Labranza. 'Islrl&e pottery takes the form of pans
and jars to the number of ten to thirty in each mound;
no idols or human remains having been reported.®
Still farther west, in the valley of Comayagua, mid-
way between the oceans, about the head-waters of the
rivers to which the names Ulua, Goascoran, and Cho-
luteca are applied as often as any others on the maps,

4 Young's Narrative, p. 48. Mr Young also sqw, but does not de
scribe, several ‘curious things’ besides these chairs where once the antiguos
seated, perhaps, their gods of stone.

5 Sivers, Mittelamerika, p. 182. ‘I understand the adjacent island,
Roatan, exhibits yet more proofs of having been inhabited by an uncivilized
race.’ Young's Narrative, p. 48. ‘Jusqu'd ce jour on n'y a découvert
aucune ruine importante; mais les débris de rie et de pierre sculptée
qu'on a trouvés ensevelis dans ses foréts, suffisent pour prouver qu'elle
n'était pas plus que les autres régions environnantes privée des bienfaits de
la civilisation.” Brasseur de Bourbourg, Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. iv., pp. 612-3

¢ Wells Explor. Hond., p. 553. Sivers, Mittelamerika, pp. 168—7, with-
out reference to any particular locality, mentions pottery as frequently
found in graves and among ruins, including pipe-heads, cigar-holders, drink-
ing-cups, sacrificial vessels, and jugs.
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COMAYAGUA RELICS. n

there are abundant works of the former natives, made

known, but unl'glr,tunat,ely only described in part, by
Mr Squier: These works.chiefly occur on the terraces
of the small branch valleys which radiate from that
of Comayagua’as a centre, in localities named as fol-
lows: Chapulistagua, Jamalteca, Guasistagua, Chapu-
luca, Tenampua, Maniani, Tambla, Yarumela, Cala-
mulla, Lajamini, and Cururu. The ruins are spoken
of in general terms as consisting of “large pyramidal,
terraced structures, often faceg with stones, conical
mounds of earth, and walls of stone. In these, and in
their vicinity, are found carvings in stone, and painted
vases of great beauty.” Concerning most of the locali-
ties mentioned we have no further details, and must
form an idea of théir nature from the few that are
partially described, since a similarity is apparent be-
tween all the monuments of the region.

About Comayagua, or Nueva Valladolid, we are
informed that “hardly a step can be taken in any di-
rection without encountering evidences of aboriginal oc-
cupation,” the only relic specified, however, being a stone
idol of canine form now occupying a position in the walls
of the church of Our Lady of Dolores. At Tambla,
some leagues south-east of Comayagua, was found the
fossil skeleton of a mastodon, whose tooth is shown in
the cut,imbedded in a sandstone formation.” One of the
stratified sandstone terraces of
the sierra south-west of Co- Ji&

over three thousand feet above
the level of the sea; and on
its surface, in an arealof ten
or twelve acres ificlosed by a
spring-fed mountain stream,
are the ruins of Calamulla, consisting simply of

mounds. Of these two are large, one about one hun-

Mastodon’s Tooth.

7 Squier's Cent. Amer., pr.

132-3; Scherzer's Trav., vol. ii., p. 95; Id.,
Wanderungen, p. 371;

Wappaus, Geog. u. Stat., p. 310; Harper's Mag.,
cut of the mastodon’s tooth.
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dred feet long, with two swfes, having a flight of
steps on the western slope. shows cfear traces of
having been originally faced with flat stones, now for
the most part removed. Most of the mounds are of
earth in terraces, and some of rectangular outline have
a small conical mound raised a few feet above the
surface of their upper platform. Stone-heaps of ir-
regular form also occur; perhaps places of sepulture;
. at least differing in their use from the tumuli of more
regular outlines which may readily be imagined once
to lhave supported superimposed structures of more
perishable materials. The natives have traditions,
probably unfounded, of subterragean chambers and
galleries beneath this spot. In'the same vicinity,
near the banks of the Rid Chiquinguare, and about a
league from the pueblo of Yarumela, is another group
of mounds, lying partly in the forest and partly in
lands now under native cultivation. These remains,
although in a more advanced state of ruin, are ve

similar to those of the Cdlamulla group. It is noted,
however, that the tumuli are carefully oriented, and
that some have stone steps in the centre of each side.
In one or two cases there even remained standing
portions of cut-stone walls. Local tradition, which as
a rule amounts to nothing in such cases, seems to in-
dicate that these structures were already in a ruined
state before the Spanish conquest. At the town of
Yarumela, and presumably taken from the group de-
scribed, were seen, besides a few curiously carved
stones, six earthen vases of superior workmanship and

Earthen Vase of Yarumela.
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design, one of which is represented in the cut, together
with separate and enlarged portions of its ornamenta-
tion, which is both carved and painted. The flying
deity painted in outline on one of its faces is pro-
nounced by Mr Squier identical with one of the char-
acters of the Dresden Codex.?

At Tenampua, or Pueblo Viejo, twenty miles south-
east of Comayagua, near Flores, is a hill of white
stratified sandstone, whose sides rise precipitously to
a height of sixteen hundred feet above the level of the
surrounding plain. /The summit forms a level plateau
one half a mile widé and one mile and a half long
from east to west. On the eastern half chiefly, but
also spreading over the whole surface of this lofty
plateau, is the most extensive group of ancient works
in the whole region, and in fact the only one of which
we have a description at all in detail. As in the other
localities of thig part of the state, the group is made
up for the most part of rectangular oriented mounds,
some of stone, but most of earth, with a stone facing.
The smaller mounds are apparently arranged in groups
according to some system; they vary in size from
twenty to thirty feet in height, having from two to
four stages. The larger pyramidal tumuli are from
sixty to one hundred feet long and of proportionate
width and altitude, with in many cases a flight of
steps in the centre of the side facing the west.

The structures that have been described are as fol-
lows, it being understood that they are but a part of
the whole: “ﬁ mound located on the very edge of the
southern precipice commands a broad view over the
whole plain of Comayagua, and its position suggests
its possible aboriginal use as a station for fire-signals.
Just north of this is an excavation, or perhaps a small
natural valley, whose sides are faced with stone in
steps leading up the slope’' on all four sides. In the
centre of the eastern half of the plain, and conse-

$ Visit to the Guajiquero Ind., in Harper's Mag., vol. xix., pp. 608-11.
For account of the Dresden MS., see vol. 1i. of this work.
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quently in the midst of the principal ruins, is what
may be regarded as the chief structure of the group,
commanding a view of all the rest. The annexed cut,

Enclosure at Tenampua.
.

made up from the description, will aid in giving a clear
1dea of the work. Two stone walls, an outer and an
inner, about ten feet apart, each two feet thick, of
which only a few feet in height remain standing, en-
close a rectangular area of one hundred and eighty by
three hundred feet. Cross-walls at regular intervals
divide the space between the two into rectangular
apartments now filled with earth to a depth of two
feet. The walls terminate on the western side in two
oblong terraced mounds between which is the only en-
trance to the enclosure; while on the opposite side in
a corresponding position on the eastern wall 1s a mound
equal in bulk to BUth the western ones combined.
Within the inclosure is a large pyramidal mound in
three stages, with a flight of steps on the west, situa-
ted just south of a central east and west line. From
its south-west corner a line of imbedded stones runs
to the southern wall; and between the pyramid and
the gateway 1s a small square of stones. A similar
mound, also provided with a stairway, is found in the
north-east corner of the enclosure. The stones of
which the walls and facings are made, indeed of all
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the stone work at Tenampua, are not hewn, but ver
carefully laid, no‘mention being made of mortar. All
the structures are carefully oriented. At the south-
east corner of the plateau 1s a second enclosure which
has a gateway in the centre of each of its four equal
sides, but whose dimensions are not given. This
has in its area two mounds, each with a stairway.
Elsewhere, its location on the plateau not being stated,
is a raised terrace, or platform, three hundred and sixty
feet long, containing one of the most remarkable feat-
ures of the place, in the form of two parallel mounds
one hundred and forty feet long, thirty-six feet wide
at the base, ten feet high, and forty feet apart at their
inner and lower edges. The outer sides have double
walls like those of the chief enclosure, divided into
three compartments, and having served apparently as
the foundations of three separate buildings. The
inner side of each mound slopes in three terraces, the
lower ones being faced with large flat stones set up-
right. In a line with the centrg beween these paral-
lels and at a distance of one hundlred and twenty paces
is a mound with a stairway on its southern slope, and
at a distance of twenty-four paces on the same line,
but in a direction not stated, are two large stones care-
fully placed with a space of one foot between them.
The conjectural use of these parallels, like that of
somewhat similar ones which we shall meet elsewhere,
is for the accommodation of the ancient nobility.or
priesthood in their games or processions. On the
west end of the plateau are two perpendicular excava-
tions in the rock, twenty feet square and twelve feet
deep, with a gallery three feet square leading north-
ward from the bottom of each. The natives have an
idea that these passages lead to the ruins of Chapu-
listagua, but they are probably of natural formation
with artificial improvements, and of no great extent.
The remains of a pyramid are found in the vicinity of
the holes. Near the centre of the plateau, in a spot
naturally low and marshy, are two large square exca-
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vations which may have been reservoirs. In addition
to the works described are over three hundred mounds
or truncated pyramids of different sizes, scattered over
the surfaee of the plateau, to thé loczmon and arrange-
ment of which, in the absence of a plan, we have no
guitle. They are covered with a heavy growth of
timber, some of them supporting pine-trees two feet
in diameter. Only one was opened and its interior
found to consist simply of earth, except the upper ter-
race which whs ashes and)| burned matter, containing
fragments of pottery and of obsidian knives. The
pottery is chiefly in the form of small flat pans and

vases, all decorated with simple painted figures; and
one snmll gourd- uhapuﬁ vase, nearly entire, was filled
with some black indurbted matter so hard as not to
be removable. As to the original purposes to which
the structures of Tenampua were devoted, speculation
points with much plausibility to religious ceremgnies
and temples in the case of the enclosures and larger
pyramids; to sepulchral rites in that of the smaller
mounds; while the strong natural position of the
works on a plateau with hlgh precipitous, and at nearly
every point inaccessible sides, indicates that defense
was an important consideration with the builders. The
supposed reservoirs favor this theory, which is ren-
dered a certainty by the fortifications which protect the
approach to the p]at( au at the only accessible points,
on three narrow ridges connecting this hill with others
of the range. These fortifications are walls of rough
stone, from six to fifteen feet high and ten to twenty
feet thick at the base, according to the weakness or
strength of the location. Gullies on the slopes which
might afford a cover for approaching foes are carefully
filled with stones; and the walls themselves, which also
have traces of towers at intervals, while presenting a
perpendicular exterior, are terraced on the inside for
the convenience of the defenders. Yet the poor thin
soil, incapable of supporting a large number of people,
indicates that it was not probably a fortified town, but
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CLIFF-CARVINGS OF ARAMACINA. 7

that it must be regarded as a place sacred to the gods,
to be defended to the last, and possibly a refuge for
the people of the towns below in cases of extreme
danger.’

Southward from Comayagua, toward the Pacific
shore, we find relics of former times near Aramacina,
in the Goascoran region. Here the smooth vertical
face of a sandstone ledge forms one side of a natural
amphitheatre, and is covered, for a space of one hun-
dred by fifteen feet, with engraved figures cut to a
depth of two and a half inches, the incisions serving
as convenient steps\by which to mount the cliff. Some
of the engravings| have been destroyed by modern
quarry-men; of thgse remaining some seem to be or-
namental and arbitrary, while in others the forms of
men and animals may be distinguished. They are
pronounced by the observer identical in style with -
the inscriptions of Nicaragua and Salvador, of whose
existence 1n the latter state we have no other intima-
tion. "

But one group of antiquities in Honduras remains
to be described,—Copan, the most wonderful of all,
and one of the most famous of American ruins. The
location 18 in a most fertile tobacco-producing region
near the Guatemalan boundary, on the eastern bank
of the Rio Copan, which flows northward to join the
Motagua some fifty miles below the ruins, at a point
something more than one hundred miles above its
mouth in the bay of Honduras."

9 Squier’'s Cent. Amer., . 134-9; Scherzer's Trav., vol. ii
Id., Wanderungen, p. 371; qr'nppmm, Geog. w. Stat., p. 310.

10 Atlantic A"untzly‘ vol. vi., p. 49. Las Casas has the following on the
province of Honduras at the time of the conquest: ‘Tenia Pueblos innu-
merables, y una vega de treinta leguas y mas, toda muy poblada la
ciudad de Naco que tenia sobre dos cientas mil animas, y muchos edificios

de piedra, en especial los templos en que adoraban.’ Hist. Apologética,
MS., cap. lii.

» PP- 95;

1 On the north bank of the Copan, in latitude 14° 45, longitude 90° 52/,

four I(-nq.iuo» east of the Guatemalan line, twenty lonﬁ(uos above the junction
of the Motagua, which is sixty-five leagues from the bay. Galindo, in Amer.

Antig. Soc., Transact., vol. i1., pp. 547-50. Latitude 14° 39, longitude 91°




8 RUINS OF COPAN.

Some rapids occur in the Copan River below the
ruins, but in the season of high water it is navigable
for canoes for a greater part of its course. The name

Copan, so far as can be known, was applied to the
ruins simply from their vicinity to an adjacent hamlet
or Indian pueblo so named, which is located at the
mouth of a small stream, called Sesesmil by Col. Ga-
lindo, which empties into the Copan a little higher
up. This pueblo has greatly deteriorated in later
times; formerly both town and province were rich
and prosperous.  Indeed, in the sixteenth century, in
the revolt which broke out soon after the first con-
quest, the cacique of Copan resisted the Spanish fortes
long after the neighboring provinces had been sub-
dued. Driven eventually to his chief town, he op-
posed barricades and ditches to the advancing foe, but
was at last forced after a desperate struggle to yield
to Hernando de Chaves in 1530. It was formerly
supposed that the place where he made his brave
stand against Chaves was identical: with the ancient
city since called Copan, its ruin dating from its fall in
1530. It 18 now believed, however, that there was
no connection whatever between the two, and that, so
far as the ruined city of antiquity is conc crnod lnstur\
1s absolutely silent. This conclusion is lm»e(l on the
facts that Cortés in his famous march through Hondu-
ras in 1 524, although passing within a few ]('d«r\ms‘of
this place, heard notlnng of so wonderful a city, as he
could hardly have failed to do had it been inhabited
at the time; that there is not the slightest resem-
13’ west of Paris; six hundred and forty meétres above the sea level; forty-
five leagues from San Salvador, fifty-eight leagues from Guatemala. 1«[ in
Antig. Mez., tom. i., div. ii., p. 76. *Thirty miles east of Chiquimula.’ yelo-
pedia. Three hundred miles from the sea, (perhaps by the w mdmgn of the
stream). By reason of accidental injury to the instruments the latitude
and longitude could not be obtained. Situated on the east bank of the
stream according to plan. Stephens’ Cent. Amer., vol. i., p. 132. ‘Until
lately crrunc(msry located in Guatemala, are many miles within the bound-
aries of Honduras, and but a few days’ travel from the original landing-

lace of the Spanish discoverers.' Wells' Exzplor., Hond., p. 552. Not to
confounded with Coban, metropolis of Vera l’m., one hundred and fifty

miles west of Copan. Gallatin, in Amer. Ethnol. Soc., Transact., vol. i.,
p. 5.
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blance between the ruined structures to be described
in these pages and the town besieged by Chaves as
reported in the chronicles of the period; and above all
that the ruins are described by Palacio as being very
nearly in their present state, with nothing but the
vaguest traditions respecting their origin, only about
forty years after the fall of the brave cacique, the lat-
ter fact, however, not having been known to those
authors who have stated that Copan was inhabited at
the conquest.™

This region has never been really explored with a
view to the discovery of ancient relics. The few vis-
itors, of whose explorations 1 give the history and
bibliography in full in the annexed note,"” have found

12 ‘Copan was a colony of Tultecos.” ‘The Spaniards found Copan in-
habited, and in the summit of its perfection.” Galindo, in Amer. Antig. Soc.,
Transact., vol. ii., pp. 546, 549. On the expedition of Cortés referred to,
see Alaman, Disertaciones, tom. i., pp. 203-25; Cogolludo, Hist. Yucathan,
pp. 45-58; Cortés, Cartas, pP- 396-492; Gomara, Conq. Mez., fol. 245-74;
I}rrrr'm, Hist. Gen., dec. i1, lib. vii., cap. viii., to lib. viii., cap. vii.; Peter
Martyr, dec. viii., lib. x.; Prescott's Mex., vol. iii., pp. 278-99; Torquema-
da, Monarq. Ind., tom. i., p. 588; Villagutierre, Hist. Conq. Itza, Pp-
30-50; Helps' Span. Cong., vol. iii., pp. 33-57. Stephens seems to bhe In
some doubt as to the identity of ancient and modern Copan, there being
‘circumstances which seem to indicate that the city referred to was inferior
in strength and solidity of construction, and of more modern origin.’ Cent.
Amer., vol. i., pp. 99-101. ‘The ruins of the city of that name and their
position do not at all agree with the localities of the severe battle which
decided the contest.” ‘There is every appearance of these places (Copan
and Quirigua) having been abandoned long before the Spanish conquest.’
Gallatin, \n Amer. Ethpa. Soc., Transact., vol. i., p. 171. ‘Whatever
doubts may have existed’6n the Subject, and as regards the high antiquity

of the Ruins of Copan....they are set at Rest by this Account of Palacio.

They were evidently very nearly in their present Condition, at the Time he

wrote, three hundred Years ago.’ Squier's Pref. to Palacio, Carta, p. 9.

‘Certain it is that the latter was a ruin long before the arrival of the Span-

iards.” Squier's Cent. Amer., p. 345.

13 The Licenciado Diego Garcia de Palacio, Oidor (Justice, not Aunditor)
of the Real Audiencia of Guatemala, in accordance with the duties of his
office, traveled extensively in Guatemala ggd adjoining provinces, embody-
ing the rhsults of his observations on countries and peoples visited in a rela-
tion to I'q:lg Felipe II. of Spain, dated March 8, 15'4’(11, which document is
preserved|in the celebrated Muiioz collection of MSS.

It contains a deserip-
tion of the ruins of Copan which exists in print as follows; Palacio, Rela-

cion, in Pacheco, Col. Doc. Inéd., tom. vi., pp. 37-9; Palacio, Carta dirijida
al Rey, Albany, 1860, pp. 88-96, including an English translation by E. G.
N‘mvr; Palacios, Description, in Tn'nmu'-?'vmpam, Recueil de Doc., pp. 424,
which is a somewhat faulty French translation; Nowvelles Annalesdes Voy.,
1843, tom. xcvii., pp. 38-—40; Squier's Cent. Amer., pp. 242—4; and it is men-
tioned by !&eﬁur J. B. Muiioz in a report on American antiquities, written as
early as 1785, of which a translation is given in Brasseur de Bourboury,
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enough of the wonderful in the monuments known to
exist since the sixteenth century, without pushing their
investigations back into the dense and almost impene-
trable forest away from the immediate banks of the
river. The difficulty attending antiquarian research
in a country where the whole surface i1s covered with
so dense a growth that progress in any direction is
possible only foot by foot with the aid of the native

Palengqué, pp. 7-8; Herrera, Hist. Gen., quotes, or rather takes from, Pa-
lacio’s relation extensively, but omits the portion touching Copan. This
first account of the ruins is by no means the worst that has been written.
Although naturally incomplete, it is evidently a bona-fide description by am
actual visitor, written at a time when the ruins were very nearly in their
present condition, and their origin wrapped in mystery, although the stir-
ring events of 1530 were yet comparatively fresh in the memory of the
natives. The next account is that in Fuentes y Guzman, Recopilacion Flo-
rida de la Historia del Reino de Guatemala, MS., 1689. This work was
never printed, although said to be in preparation for the press in 1856. X'i-
menes, Hist. Ind. Guat., p. vii. Fuentes’ description of Copan was, how-
ever, given to the public in 1808, in Juarros, Compendio de la Hist. de la
Ciudad de Guatemala, a work translated into English in 1823, under the
title of A Statistical and Commercial Hist. of the 7\'4'1:()1/0::1 of Guatemala.
From Juarros the account is taken by many writers, none, so far as I know,
having quoted Fuentes in the original. Where the latter obtained his in-
formation is not known. His account is brief, and justly termed by Bras-
seur de Bourbourg, Palenqué, p. 14., ‘la description menteuse de Fuen-
tes,” since nothing like the relics therein mentioned have been found in
later times.  Yet it is possible that the original was mutilated in passing
through Juarros’ hands. This description, given in full in my text, is re-
peated more or less fully in Stephens’ Cent. Amer., vol. i., p. 131; Warden,
Recherches, p. T1; Conder's Mex. Guat., vol. ii., pp. 299-300; Malte-
Brun, Précis de la Géog., tom. vi., pp. 470-1; Humboldt, in Nouvelles
Annales des Voy., 1827, tom. xxxv., p. 329; Hassel, Mex. Guat., pp. 385-6;
Cortés, Adventuras, p. 321, and in many other works mentioned in connec-
tion with matter from later sources. Next we have the exploration of
Colonel Juan GaMndo, an officer in the Central American service, sometime
governor of the province of Peten, made in April, 1835. An account of his
observations was forwarded to the Société de Géographie of Paris, and pub-
lished in the Bulletin of that Society, and also in the Literary Gazette of
London. A communication on the subject was also published in Amer. Antiq.
Soc., Transact., vol. ii., pp. 545-50; and the information furnished to the
French Geographical Society was published en résumé in Antiq. Mex., tom.
i., div. ii,, pp. 73, 76. Ten drawings accompanied Galindo’s report, but
have never been published, although the author announged the intention of
the Central American government to publish his report in full with plates.
He says, ‘jesuis le seul !Hili ait examiné les ruines de Copan, et qui en ait
fait la relation,” but he knew nothing of Palacio’s visit. ‘Not being an
artist, his account is necessarily unsatisfactory and imperfect, but it is not
exaggerated.” Stephens’ Cent. Amer., vol. i., p. 132. ‘Had an enquiring
mind, but a very superficial Education.” Squier's Pref. to Palacio, Carta, p. 8.
Most of Galindo’s account is also given with that of Juarros, in Bradford's
Amer. Antig., pp. 96-9 ; also some information from the same source in
Brownell's 7ml, Races, p. 52, and in Larenaudiére, Mex. et Guat., p. 267
In 1839 Messrs Stephens and Catherwood visited Copan. Mr Stephens,

mac
and
tiles
1nse
vanc
natn
not 1
worl

F
almo

Mr 4

as [ fin
vey, na
larger
their la
of Tra
and sey
Amerie
ruins, n
Span. (
and cut
plan an
Amer.,
win's }
Tiedema
pl. 9-12,
’l'l 01-2
Lanische
877-8; F
in 1856 s
country ¢
padre sai
the ruin
Stephens
Id., Wa
Cornette
mentione
tures whi
but whetl
seur de B
additiona,
authority
in Februg
exploring
society in
M. Ellerly
tions have
ph(ltugmp‘
Catherwoc
strictly ae
tom. 1j., F
Vi, p. 154,
A\l



known to
hing their
it impene-
ks of the
1 research
ered with
irection 18
he native

kes from, Pa-
Copan. This
been written
sription by am
iearly in their
wugh the stir-
emory of the
pilacion Flo-
1is work was
i in 1856. Xi-
in was, how-
a Hist. de la
23, under the
f Guatemala.
ar as | know,
ained his in-
med by Bras-
1se de Fuen-
een found in
ed in passing
1y text, is re-
31; Warden,
-300 ; Malte-
in Nouvelles
it., pp. 385-6;
d in connec-
cploration of
ce, sometime
wcount of his
ris, and pub-
ry Gazette of
Amer. Antiq.
rished to the
7. Mex., tom
i report, but
y intention of
with plates.
et qui en ait
{ot being an
but it is not
i enquiring
), Carta, p. 8
n Bradford's
e source in
uat., p. 267
{r Stephens,

EXPLORATIONS OF COPAN. 81

machete, may be imagined. A hot climate, a moist
and malarious atmosphere, venomous serpents and rep-
tiles, myriads of diminutive demons in the form of
insects, all do most vigorous battle against the ad-
vances of the foreign explorer, while the apathetic
natives, whether of American or Spanish blood, feel
not the slightest enthusiasm to unveil the mysterious
works of the antiguos.

For what is known of Copan the world is indebted
almost entirely to the works of the American traveler,
Mr John L. Stephens, and of his most skilful artist-

as I find by a careful examination of his book, spent thirteen days in his sur-
vey, namely, from November 17 to 30; while Mr Catherwood spent the
larger ‘mn of another month in completing his drawings. The results of
their labors appeared in 1841 and 1844 under the titles: —Stephens’ Incidents
of Travel in Central America, vol. i., pp. 95-160, with twenty-one plates
and seven cuts; Catherwood’s Views of Ancient Monuments in Central
America, in folio, with large lithographic plates. Slight descriptions of the
ruins, made up chiefly from Ste(mens, may be found as follows : —Helps'
Span. Conq., vol. iii., pp. 54-5; Willson’s Amer. Hist. pp. 76-9, with plan
and cut; Nouvelles Annales des Voy., 1841, tom. xcii., pp. 64-74, 57, with
plan and plates ; Jones’ Hist. Anc. Amer., pp, 57-69, 116 ; Dawvis’ Antiq.
Amer., pp. 4-5; Id., (Ed. 1847,) p. 30; Dally, Races Indig., pp. 12-13; lhr/:%-
win's ,llur. Amer., pp. 111-14, with cut ; Wa paus, Geog. u. Stat,, p. 308;
Tiedemann, Il('uh'l[ Yahrb., 1851, p. 85; ],urrnumh'rrr, Mex. et Guat.,
pl. 9-12, the text being from Galindo and Juarros; Reichardt, Cent. Amer.,
p. -2 ; Amérique Centrale, Colonization, pt ii., p.68; Miller, Ameri-
’.mu.w'lu' Urreligionen, pp. 4624, 483 ; Macgregor's ll’roqrrx.v of Amer., pp.
877-8; Frost's Great Cities of the World, pp. 279-82, with cut. ~ Dr Scherzer
in 1856 started to explore Copan, but, owing to the political state of the
country at the time, was unable to get nearer than Santa Rosa, where the
padre said moreover that recent land-slides had much injured the effect of
the ruins. This author gives, however, a brief account made up from
Stephens, Galindo, and Juarros. Scherzer’s Trav., vol. ii., pp. 41, 86—;, 94-5.
Id., Wanderungen, pp. 332, 366, 371. In September, 1856, the Jesuit Padre
Cornette is said to have visited the ruins; M. César Daly, at a date not
mentioned, prepared on the spot plans and drawings of the different struc-
tures which he intended to publish in the Revue Générale de I Architecture,
but whether or not they have ever appeared, I know not ; the Abbé Bras-
seur de Bourbourg made two visits to Copan in 1863 and 1866; some slight
additional information on the subject was communicated by Mr Center, on
authority not given, at a meeting of the American Ethnological Society
in February, 1860 ; and Mr Hardcastle, who had spent several weeks in
exploring the ruins, furnished some farther notes at a meeting of the same
society in April, 1862 ; and, finally, photographs were made (:} the ruins by
M. Ellerly, director of the Adotepeque silver-mines. But these later explora-
tions have not as yet afforded the public much information, except that the
photographs mentioned, when compared by Brasseur de Bourbourg with
Catherwood'’s plates, show the latter as well as Stephens’ descriptions to be
strictly accurate. Brassewr de Bourbmlrg. Hist. ‘{tat Civ., tom. i., p. 96,
17;

tom. 1., p. 493; Id., Palengué, pp. 8, Hist. Mag., vol. v., p. 114, vol.
vi, p. 154.
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82 RUINS OF COPAN.

companion, Mr F. Catherwood ;* and from the works
of these gentlemen, with the sllght notes to be gleaned
from other sources, I proceed to give all that is known
of what 1s commonly termed the oldest city on the
American continent. 1 will begin by giving Juarros’
description in full, since few or none of the objects
mentioned by him can be identified with any of those
met in the following pages. “In the year 1700, the
Great Circus of Copan, still rcmainc({ entire. This
was a circular space, surrounded by stone pyramids
about six yards high, and very well constructed ; at
the bases of these pyramids were figures, both male
and female, of very excellent sculpture, which then
retained the colours they had been enamelled with;
and, what was not less remarkable, the whole of them
were habited in the Castilian costume. In the mid-
dle of this area, elevated above a flight of steps, was the
place of sacrifice. The same author (Fuentes) relates
that, at a short distance from the Circus, there was a
portal constructed of stone, on the columns of which
were the figures of men, likewise represented in Span-
ish habits, with hose, ruff round the neck, sword, cap,
and short cloak. On entering the gateway there are
two fine stone pyramids, moderately large and lofty,
from which 18 suspended a hammock that contains two
human figures, one of each sex, clothed in the Indian
style. Astonishment is forcibly excited on viewing
this structure, because, large as it is, there is no ap-
pearance of the component parts being Jmncd together;
and, although entirely of stone, and of an enormous
weight, it may be put in motion by the slightest im-
pulse of the hand. Not far from this hammock is the
cave of Tibulca; this appears like a temple of great

“ The only unfavorable criticism of Mr Stephens’ work within my
knowledge, is that ‘the Soul of History is wanting!” ‘The Promethean
spark by which the flame of historic truth should illuminate his work, and
be viewed as a gleammmwm from afar, to direct wanderers through the
dark night of wonders, found no spot to rest upon and to vivify I Jones'
Hist. Anc. Amer., p. 55. And we may thank heaven for the fault when

we consider the effects of the said ‘ Promethean spark’ in the work of the
immortal Jones.
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size, hollowed out of the base of a hill, and adorned
with columns having bases, pedestals, capitals and
crowns, all accurately adjusted according to archi-
tectural principles; at the sides are numerous windows
faced with stone exquisitely wrought. All these cir-
cumstances lead to a belief that there must have been
some intercourse between the inhabitants of the old
and new world at very remote periods.”*

The ruins are always spoken of as extending two
miles along the bank of the river; yet all the struc-
tures described or definitely located by any visitor, are
included in the much smaller area shown on Mr
Stephens’ plan, with, however, the following excep-
tions: “A stone wall with a circular building and a
pit, apparently for a reservoir,” is found about a mile
up the river; the quarry which supplied material for
all the structures and statues,—a soft grit interspersed
with hard flinty lumps,—is in a range of hills two miles
north of the river, where are scattered many blocks
rejected by the ancient workers, one being seen on the
very top of the range, and another, the largest noted,
half-way between the quarry and its destination at
the ruins; Fuentes’ wonderful cave of Tibulca is in
the same range of hills, and may be identical with
the quarry, or, as Col. Galindo thinks, with a natural
cave In a mountain two leagues distant; one monu-
ment 18 mentioned at a distance of a mile across the
river on the summit of a mountain two thousand feet
high, but this does not appear to have been visited ;
and finally, the natives reported to Mr Hardcastle a
causeway in the forest, several leagues in length.
Yet although so very little is known of outside monu-
ments, there can be no doubt that such exist, not im-
probably of great extent and interest; since, although
heaps of ruins and fragments are vaguely reported in

b Juarros’ Hist. Guat., pp. 56-7. That any such structure as the rocking
hammock ever existed here is in the highest degree improbable; yet the
padre at Gualan told Stephens that he had seen it, and an Indian had heard
it spoken of by his grandfather. Stephens’ Cent. Amer., vol. i., p. 144.
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every direction, no attempt at a thorough examination
has ever been made or indeed could be, except by re-
moving the whole forest by a conflagration during the
dry season.'

The plan on the opposite page shows the ruins in
their actual state, according to Mr Stephens’ survey,
together with a restoration to what seems to have been
something like their original condition. The union of
the two effects in one plate is, I believe, a sufficient
reason for indulging to this extent in a fancy for res-
toration, justly condemned by antiquarians as a rule.”

Returning then to the limits of the plan, we find
portions of a wall, a, a, @, which when entire, as indi-
ated by the dotted lines, seems to have enclosed a
nearly rectangular area, measuring in general terms
900 by 1600 feet. Whatever treasures of antiquity
may be hid in the depths of the forest, there can be
but little doubt that this enclosure embraced the lead-
ing structures or sacred edifices of the ancient town.

These walls would seem at least twenty-five feet thick
at the base, and are built, like all the Copan struc-
tures, of large blocks of cut stone, of varying but not
expressly stated dimensions. They are built, in parts

16 “The extent along the river, ascertained by monuments still found, is
more than two miles.”  ‘Beyond the wall of enclosure were walls, terraces,
and pyramidal elevations running off into the forest.” Stephens’ Cent. Amer.,
vol. 1., pp. 133, 139, 146-7. ‘Extended along the bank of its river a length
of two miles, as evidenced by the remains of its fallen edifices.” ‘Mounts
of stone, formed by fallen edifices, are found throughout the neighbouring
country.’ Galindo, in Amer. Antig. Soc., Transact., vol. ii., pp. 547, 549-50
‘La carriére. . . .est & 2000 métres au nord.” ‘La se trouve beaucoup de hois
de sapin pétrifié.” Id.,in Antiq. Mex., tom. i.,div. ii., p. 76. *The ground, be-
ing covered with ruins for many square miles, and much overgrown by a rank
vegetation, would require months for a thorough examination.” “No re-
mains whatever on the opposite side of the river.” Hardcastle, in Hist. Mag.,
vol. vi,, p. 154, ‘Les ])fllill('ﬂ de Chapulco s'étendent entre Copan et le pied
des montagnes de Chiquimula. Elles sont couvertes de magnifiques ruines.’
Brasseur de Bourbourq, Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. ii., p. 105.

17 Plan in Sh‘phrnx‘ Cent. Amer., vol. i., p. 133, reproduced in Nourelles
Annales des Voy., 1841, tom. xcii., p. 57; and in "'Jls(m'x Amer. Hist., p.
76.  Galindo’s drawings also included a plan. By reason of the disagree-
ment between Stephens’ plan and text in the matter of dimensions, I have
omitted the scale as useless. The southern wall gfrthe enclosure, to accom-
modate the size of my page, I have placed somé two hundred feet north of
its trune position. Those portiens of the temple shaded by cross-lines are
the portions still standing according to the survey.
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at least, in terraces or steps, and painted. Only one
authority speaks of the use of mortar.™

In the north-west corner of the enclosure, nearly
filling its northern half, is the chief structure which
has been called the Temple. Its dimensions are 624
feet north and south by 809 feet east and west.”

Temple of Copan.

From the remains the Temple in its original state is
seen to have been an immense terrace, with sides
sloped toward the land but perpendicular on the
river, on the platform of which were both pyramidal
elevations and sunken courts of regular rectangular
outlines. The river wall, b, ¢, rises perpendicularly to a

18 The southern wall in one place rises 30 or 40 feet in steps. Stephens’
Cent. Amer., vol. i, p. 134, ‘One wall eighty feet high and fifty feet thick
for half its height, or more, and then sloping like a roof, was formed of stones
often six feet by three or four, with mortar in the interstices.” Hardcastle, in
Hist. Mag., vol. vi., p. 154. Mr Center ‘mentioned a Cyclopean wall. .. un-
described in any publication, but reported to him by most credible witnesses,
about 800 feet long, 40 feet high, feet thick, formed of immense hewn
stone.” Hist. Mag., vol. v., p. 114. Stones ‘cut into blocks.” Galindo, in
Amer. Antiq. Soc., Transact., vol. ii., p. 549. Before reaching the ruins
‘estd seiial ({(‘ paredes gruesas.” Palacio, in Pacheco, Col. Doc. Inéd., tom.
vi., p. 37.

19 According to Stephens’ text, which states that the river or west side is
624 feet, and the whole line of survey, which cannot in this case mean any-
thing but the circumference, is 2866 feet, thus leaving 809 feet each for the
northern and southern sides. His plan, and consequently my own, makes
the dimensions about 790 feet north and south by 600 east and west, the
circuit being thus 2780 feet. ‘Not sq large as the base of the great Pyramid
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THE GREAT TEMPLE.
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height, in its present ruined state, of from sixty to nine-
ty feet, and the annexed cut gives its appearance from
the opposite side of the river; but the original eleva-
tion of the terrace overlookmg the river, Jud«rmg from
portions still intact, was about a }mndrcd feet, some
twenty-five or thirty feet of this elevation, at least at the
northern end, being, however, the height of the original
bank above the water; so that the terrace-platform of
the whole Temple, d, d, d, must have been about sev-
enty feet above the surface of the ground. The whole
is built of cut stone in blocks a foot and a half wide by
three to six feet long, and, without taking into account
the excess of supt,runposed pyramids over sunken
courts, must have required in round numbers over twen-
ty-six million cubic feet of stone in its construction.”
The land sides on the north, east, and south, slope by
steps of about eighteen mthcs each to a hcl\rht of from
thirty to 140 foet according as they are more or less fall-
en, extending also in some parts to the general level
of the terrace-platform, and in others reaching in
one incline to the top of the upper pyramids, E, E*

of Ghizeh." Stephens’ Cent. Amer.
Soc., Transact.,

, vol. i., pp- 133. Galindo, Amer. Antiq.
vol. ii., p. 547, makes the dimensions 750 feet east and west
(He calls it north and south, but on the supposition that the ruins are on
the north bank of the river instead of the east) by 600 feet north and south
a circumference of 2700 feet; or if his measurements be understood to be
Spanish, their English equivalent would be about 690 by 552 feet, circuit
2484 feet. The same author, Antig. Mex., tom. i., div. ii., p. 76, gi\'n-n 053
by 524, and 2354 feet; or if French measure be understood, its equivalent is
696 by 588, and 2568 feet. As large as Saint Peter’s at Rome
of Amer., pp. 4-5.

% ‘Broad terrace one hundred feet high, overlooking the river, and sup
ported by the wall which we had seen from the opposite bank,’” Cut showing
a view of this wall from across the river. Stephens’ Cent. Amer., vol. i., pp.
104, 95-6, 139. Same cut in Baldwin’s Anc. Amer., p. 112. ‘Built perpen-
dicularly from the bank of the river, to a height, as it at present exists, of
more than forty yards.” Galindo, in Amer. Antiq. Soc., Transact., vol.ii., p.
547. ‘Una torre 6 terrapleno alto, que cae sobre el rio que por allé pasa.’
‘Huy una escalera que {mja hasta el rio por muchas gradas.” Palacio, in
Pacheco, Col. Doe )nhl,, tom. vi., p. 38. ‘The city-wall on the river-side,
with its raised bank, . .. .must then have ranged from one hundred and thirty
to one hundred and fifty feet in Height’ in imitation of ancient Tyre, the

only city of antiquity with so high a wall on a river-bank. Jones' Hist. Anc.
Amer., pp. 63, 161-2.

. Davis’ Antiq.

2 At the south-west corner a recess is mentioned which Mr Stephens

believes to have been occupied by some large monument now fallen and
washed away. Cent. Amer., vol. i., p. 134
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On the main platform are twg sunken rectangular
courts, marked on the plan jand B, whose floors
or pavements seem to be abopit forty feet above the
surface of the ground, and thirfy feet below the level of
the terrace. The court A £ ninety by 144 feet, and
ascends on all sides in regylar steps like a Roman am-
phitheatre. The west side ascends in two flights each
of fifteen steps, s separafed by a terrace twelve feet wide,
to the platform overlogking the river, on which, at 7, are
the ruins of what were apparently two circular tow ers.
From a point half-way up the steps a passage or gal-
lery m, n, just large enough to afford passage to a
crawling man, leads horizontally through to the face
of the river-wall, the opening in which, visible from
the opposite bank, has given to the ruins the name
among the natives of Las Ventanas. Just below the
entrance to this gallery, at o, 1s a pit five feet square, and
seventeen feet deep, from the bottom of which a passage
leads into a vault five feet wide, ten feet long, and four
feet high, which, according to Col. Galindo’s measure-
ment, 1s twelve feet below the pavement of the court;
the opening into this pit, at o, seems however to have
been made by Galindo by excavation. The entrance
to the court A is by the passage-way, C, C, from the
north, the floor of which 1s on a level with that of the
court.  Similar steps lead up to the river-terrace on
the west, while the pyramid D on the east rises to a
height of 122 feet on the slope In steps or stages each
six feet high and nine feet wide. The passage-way is
thirty feet wide and over 300 feet long, and it seems
probable that a flight of steps originally led up to the
level of its entrance at p. The Court B is larger,
but its steps are nearly all fallen, and it is now only
re nuul\ul le for its altar, which will be described elsc-
where.”

# This court may have been Fuentes’ circus, although the latter is rep-
resented as having been circular. The terrace between it and the river
is stated by Stephens to be only 20 feet wide; according to the plan it is at
least 50 feet Stephens' Cent. Amer., vol. 1., pp. 1424, 133, 140. The pave
ment of the court is 20 yards above the river; the gallery through the ter-
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PYRAMIDS AT COPAN. 89

As 1 have said, all the steps and sides bear evident
traces of having been originally painted. The whole
structure is enveloped in a dense growth of shrubs and
trees, which have been the chief agents in its ruin,
penetrating every crevice with tlun roots and tllll\
forcing apart the carefully laid superficial stones. Two
immense ceiba-trees over six feet in diameter, with
roots spreading from fifty to one hundred feet, are
found on the summit of the lofty pyramid D.

Besides the temple, there are three small detached
pyramids, [;'F, G, the former fifty futmlnm and thirty
feet high, lut\\v( :n the last two of which there seems
to have lwvn a gateway, or entrance, to the enclosure.
There are moreover the terraced walls v, v, of the
plan, which require no additional description, but
which extend for an upknown distance eastward into
the forest. There are also shapeless heaps of fallen
ruins scattered in every direction.®

Next to the ruined Temple in importance, or even
before 1t as an indication of the artistic skill of its build
ers, are the carved obelisks, statues, or idols, which are

race is 4 feet high and 2} feet wide; the vault below the
10 by 6 feet, its length running
compass, Galindo, im Amer

court 1s 2} by
north and south with 9’ variation of the
Antig. Soc., Transact., vol. ii., P 547 ‘I"'na
plaza muy bien fecha, con sus gradas 4 la forma que escriben del Coliseo
romano, y por algunas partes tiene ochenta gradas, enlosada, v labrada
por cierto en partes de muy buena piedra é con harto primor.”  The river
wall *hdse caido y derrumbado un gran pedazo, y en lo caido se
cubricron dos cuevas debajo del dicho edificio,” a statement that may

possibly refer to the gallery and vault. Palacio, in Pacheco, Col. Doc
Inéd., tom. vi., pp. 37-8

des

‘There was no entire pyramid, but, at most, two or three pyramidal
ides, and these joined on to terraces or other structures of the same kind.’
lephens' Cent. Amer., vol. i., p. 139.  The author intends to speak perhaps

of the Temple only, but Mr Jones applies the words to Copan in general
and considers them a flat contradiction of the statement respecting the three
detached pyramids. Hist. Ane. Amer., p. 63, Les édifices sont tous tombes
et ne montrent plus que des monceaux 1ll<- pierres.” Galindo, in Antiq. Mex.,
tom. i, div. iis, p. 730 ‘Several hills, thirty or forty feet in height, and sup
porting ruins, appeared to have been themselves entirely built of stone.’
Hardeastle, in /}I.\f Mug., vol. vi,, p. 154, ‘Unas ruinas y vestigios de gran
poblazon, y de soberbios edificios.” ‘Hay montes que parecen haber sido
fechos & manos.” Palacio, in Pacheco, Col. Doc. Inéd., tom. vi., p. 37.  The
latter sentence is incorrectly translated by M. Ternaux-Compans, ‘il y a des
arbres que paraissent avoir été plantés de main d' homme.’ }:,.-,“,/ de Doc.,
p- 42, Mr Squier makes the same error: ‘Trees which appear to have been
planted by the hands of men.’ Translation of Palacio, Carta, p. 91
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peculiar to this region, but remarkably similar to each
other. Fourteen of these are more or less fully described,
most of them standing and in good preservation, but
several of this number, and probably many besides,
fallen and broken.® Their positions are shown on the
plan by the numbers 1 to 14. It will be noticed that
only one is actually within the structure known as
the Temple, three standing at the foot of its outer ter-
race within the quadrangle H, and the remainder in a
group at the southern part of the enclosure, two of the
latter being at the foot of terraced walls. These
statues are remarkable for their size and for their com-
plicated and well-executed sculpture. Of the eight
whose dimensions are given, the smallest, No. 13, is
eleven feet eight inches high, three feet four inches
wide and thick; and the largest, Nos. 2 and 3, are
thirteen feet hich, four feet wide, and three feet thick.
The material 1s the same soft stone taken from the
quarry which furnished the blocks for building the
walls. As to their position, Nos. 3, 11, and 13 face
toward the \n;wt; Nos. 1, 5, and 9, toward the west;
and No. 10 toward the north; the others are either
fallen or their position is not given. No. 1 is smaller
at the.bottom than at the top, and Col. Galindo men-
tions two others, on hills east and west of the city,
which have a similar form; all the rest are of nearly
uniform dimensions throughout their length. Several
rest on pedestals from six to seven feet square, and
No. 13 has also a circular stone foundation sixteen feet
in diameter.  In each a human face occupies a central
position on the front, having in some instances some
thing that may be intended to represent a beard and
moustache. The faces are remarkably uniform in the
expression of their features, generally calm and pleas-
ant; but in the case of No. 11 the partially open
lips, and eye-balls starting from their sockets, indicate
a design on the part of the artist to inspire terror in
the beholder of his work. The hands rest in nearly
every instance back to back on the breast. The dress
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STATUES OR IDOLS 9

and decoration seem to indicate that some were in-
tended for males, others for females; this and the
presence or absence of beard are the only indications
of sex observable. The feet are mostly dressed in
sandals, as shown clearly in the cut from No. 7.

Sandaled feet at Copan.

Above and round the head 1s a complicated mass of
the most elaborate ornamentation, which utterly defies
verbal description.  Mr Stephens notes something
like an elephant’s trunk among the decorations of No.
8. The sides and usually the backs are covered with
hicroglyphics arranged in square tablets, which prob
ably contain, as all observers are impelled to believe,
the names, titles, and perhaps history of the beings
whose 1mages in stone they serve to decorate. The
hacks of several, however, have other figures in addi-
tion to the supposed hieroglyphics, as in No. 8, where
is a human form sitting cross-legged; and in No. 10,
in which the characters seem to be human in a variety
of strange contortions, although arranged in tablets
like the rest; and No. 13 has a human face in the
centre of the back as well as front. The sculpture 1s
all in high relief, and was originally painted red, traces
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04 RUINS OF COPAN.

of the color being well preserved in places protected
from the action of the weather. 1 give cuts of two
of these carved obelisks, Nos. 3, and 6, to illustrate as
fully as possible the general appearance of these most
wonderful creations of American art, the details and
full beauties of which can only be™appreciated in the
large and finely engraved plates of Catherwood.

Standing from six to twelve feet in front of nine of

the fourteen statues, and probably of all in their prim-
itive state, are found blocks of stone which, apparently,
can only have been employed for making offerings or
sacrifices in honor of the statues, whose use as idols

1s rendered nearly certain by the uniform proximity of

the altars. The altars are six or seven feet square
and four feet high, taking a variety of forms, and
being covered with sculpture somewhat less elaborate
than the statues themselves, often buried and much
defaced. Two of them, belonging to Nos. 10 and 7,
are shown in the accompanying cuts. The former is

five and a half feet in diameter, and three feet high,
with two grooves in the top; the latter seven feet square
and four feet high, supposed to represent a death’s
head. The top of the altar accompanying No. 9 is

carved to represent the back of a tortoise; that of

No. 13 consists of three heads strangely grouped.
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The grooves cut in the altars’ upper surface are
strongly suggestive of flowing blood, and of slaughter-
ed vietims.™

Copan Altar.—No. 7.

[ will next mention the miscellaneous relics found
in connection with the ruins, beginning with the court
A. The vault already spoken of, whose entrance is at
o, was undoubtedly intended for burial purposes. Both

% See Stephens’ Cent. Amer., vol. i., PP 140, 138, 136-7, 134, 149, 158,
157, 156, 155, 153, 152, 150, 151, for description of the statues in their order
from 1 to 14, with plates of all but 4, 6, and 12, showing the altars of 7, 10,
and 13.  Plates of 3, 5, 10, and 13 are copied from Stephens in Larenau-
diere, Mex. et Guat., pl. ix-xi.; and of No. 13, from the same source, in
Nouvelles Annales des Voy., 1841, tom. xcii., p. 57. We have already seen
the idea of Fuentes respecting these statues, (‘{ml in Spanish habits; that of
the Licenciado Palacio is as follows: ‘Una estdtua grande, de mas que quatro
varas de alto, labrada como un obinlm vestido de pontificial, con su mitra
bien labrada y anillos en las manos.” In the plaza, which would seem to he
the court A, where no statues were found by Stephens, were ‘seis estdtuas
grandisimas, las tres de hombres armados 4 lo mosdico, con liga gambas, ¢
sembradas muchas labores por las armas; y las otras dos de mujeres con
huen ropaje largo y tocaduras 4 lo romano; la otra, es de obispo, que parece
tener en las manos un bulto, como cofrecito; decian ser de idolos, porque
delante de cada una dellas habia una piedra grande, que tenia fm'{m una
pileta con su sumidero, donde degollaban los sacrificados y corria la sangre.’
Palacio, in Pacheco, Col. Doc. Inéd., tom. vi., pp. 37-8. Galindo says
‘there are seven obelisks still standing and entire, in the temple and its
immediate vicinity; and there are numerous others, fallen and destroyed,
throughout the ruins of the city. These stone columns are ten or eleven
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on the floor of the vault and in two small niches at
its sides were found human bones, chiefly in vessels of
red pottery, which were over fifty in number. Lime
was found spread over the floor and mixed with human
remains in the burial vases; also scattered on the floor
were oyster and periwinkle shells, cave stalactites,
sharp-edged and pointed knives of chaya stone, and
three heads, one of them ‘“apparently representing
death, its eyes being nearly shut, and the lower fea-
tures distorted; the back of the head symmetrically
perforated by holes; the whole of most exquisite work-
manship, and cut out or cast from a fine stone covered
with green enamel.” Another head, very likely one
of the other two found in this vault, its locality,
not, however, being specified, is two inches high, cut
from green and white jade, hollow behind, and pierced
in several places, probably for the introduction of a
cord for its suspension. Its individual character and
artistic workmanship created in Col. Galindo’s mind

the impression that it was customary with this peo-
ple to wear as ornaments the portraits of deceased
friends.®

feet high, and about three broad, with a less thickness; on one side were
worked, in basso-relievo, (Stephens states, on the contrary, that all are cut in
alto-relicro) human figures, standing square to the front, with their hands
resting on their breast; they are <lr1'm«'<‘ with caps on their heads, and san-
dalgfon their feet, and clothed in highly adorned garments, generally reach-
i half way down the thigh, but sometimes in long pantaloons. Opposite
this figure, at a distance of three or four yards, was commonly placed a
stone table or altar.  The back and sides of the obelisk generally contain
phonetic hieroglyphics in squares. Hard and fine stones are inserted (nat-
urally?) in many obelisks, as they, as well as the rest of the works in the
ruins, are of a species of soft stone, which is found in a neighbouring and most
extensive quarry.’ Galindo, in Amer. Antiq. Soc., Transact., vol. ii., p.
548; and in Bradford’s Amer. Antiq., p. 97. A bust 1™,68 high, belong-
ing to a statue fifteen to twenty feet high. Galindo, in Antiq. Mex., tom. 1.,
div. ii., p. 76. Pillars so loaded with attributes that some scrutiny is required
to discover from the head in the centre that they represent a human form
An altar not infrequently found beside them would, if necessary, show their
use. They are r-‘un-pillurs, such as are found everywhere in connection with
an ancient sun-religion. Muller, Amerikanische Urreligionen, p. 464.

© Galindo, in Amer. Antiq. Soc., Transact., vol. 1., pp. 547-8; Id., in
Antiq. Mex., tom. i., div. ii., p. 73, supplementary pl. vii., fig. 14. This head
hears a remarkable resemblance to one given by Humboldt as coming from
New Granada, shown in fig. 13, of the same plate. Stephens, Cent. ﬁnu‘r.
vol. i., p. 144, gives the dimensions of the two niches as 1 foot 8 in. by 1
foot 9 in. by 2 feet 5 in.; the relics having been removed before his visit.
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ALTAR OF THE TEMPLE

Two thirds of the distance up
the eastern steps at u, is the co-
lossal }!uad of the cut, which is
about six feet high. Two other
immense heads are overturned at
the foot of the same slope; an-
other is half-way up the southern
steps at w; while numerous frag-
ments of sculpture are scattered
over the steps and pavement in
every direction. There are no
idols or altars here, but six circular Ll il

/
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Altar in the Temple of (:npnn.

an altar, at i
an altar, at z. This 1s a solid block of stone six feet

square ar feet hi 1
1?' and four feet high, resting on four globular
5 U7p ) (
Stephens’ Cent, Amer., vol.i., pp. 1034, 142-3, with cut F
, 142-3, cut.
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stones, one under each corner. On the sides are carved
sixteen human figures in profile, four on each side.
Each figure is seated cross-legged on a kind of cushion
which is apparently a hieroglyphic, among whose char-
acters in two or three cases the serpent is observable.
Each wears a breastplate, a head-dress like a turban,—
no two being, however, exactly alike—and holds in one
hand some object of unknown significance. The cut
shows the north front of the altar. The two central
figures on this side sit facing each other, with a tablet
of hieroglyphics between them, and may readily be
imagined to represent two kings or chiefs engaged in
a consultation on important matters of state. Accord-
ing to Mr Stephens’ text the other fourteen figures
are divided into two equal parties, each following its

Hieroglyphics on the Copan Altar.
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leader. But the plates represent all those on the east

and west as facing the south, while those on the south
look toward the west. The top is covered with hiero-
glyphics in thirty-six squares, as shown the cut on the
preceding page. A peculiarity of this altar is that
its sculpture, unlike that of all the other monuments
of Copan, 18 in low relief®

Decorated Head at Copan.

The head shown in the cut is one of the fragments
lying on the ground at the foot of the terraces that
inclose the quadrangle H. On the slopes of these

11 Stephens’ Cent. Amer., vol. i., pp. 140-2, with plates; Nouvelles An-
nales des Voy., 1841, tom. xcii., pp. 57, 67-8. Plate. Mention of the altar
with a comparison of the cross-legged chiefs to certain ornaments of Xochi-
caleo. Tylor's Anahuac, p. 190. The altar is described by Galindo as a very
remarkable stone table in the temple, ‘two feet four inches high, and four
feet ten inches square; its top contains forty-nine square tablets of hiero-
glyphics; and its four sides are occupied by sixteen human figures in basso-
relicvo, sitting cross-legged on cushions carved in the stone, and bearing each

A
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terraces. particularly of the eastern slope of the pyra-
mid e, half-way from top to bottom, are rows of death’s
heads in stone. It is suggested that they represent
the skulls of apes rather than of human beings, and

Death’s Head at Copan.

that this animal, abundant in the country, may have
been an object of veneration among the ancient peo-
ple. One of the skulls is shown in the cut. The
next cut pictures the head of an alligator carved in
stone, found among the group of idols towards the
south.  Another is mentioned, by Col. Galindo, as
holding in 1ts open jaws a figure, half human, half
beast. A gigantic toad, standing erect, with human

in their hands something like a fan or flapper.” Amer. Antiq. Soc., Tran-
sact., vol. ii., p. 548. To Mr Jones, possessed as that gentleman is with
the ‘Soul of History,” this altar is the ‘Rosetta-stone’ of American an-
tiquity. The four sup orting stones are eggs; serpents occur in the orna-
ments; the objects hun\ in the hands of the lesser personages of the sides
are spiral nhelfn; the figures are seated cross-legged, or in the oriental style;
one rlhivf holds a sceptre, the other none. Now these interpretations are
important to the author, since he claims that the serpent was the good demon
of the Tyrians; a serpent entwining an egg is seen on Tyrian coins; the

viral shell was also put on Tyrian medals in honor of the discovery of the
?amoun ])ur})le; the style of sitting is uncrlprm‘tirc(l in Tyre; the chief rep-
resenting Tyre holds no sceptre, because Tyre had ceased to be a nation at
the time of the event designed to commemorate. The conclusion is clear:
the altar was built in commemoration of an act of friendship between Tyre
and Sidon, by which act the people of the former nation were enabled to
migrate to America! Jones' Hist. Anc. Amer., pp. 65-6, 156-62. More of
this in a future treatise on origin.
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arms and tiger’s claws, was another of the relics dis-

covered by the same explorer, together with round

Alligator’s Head at Copan.

plain stones pierced by a hole in the centre. Mr Da-
vis talks of an architrave of black granite finely cut;
and M. Waldeck corrects a statement, in a work by
Balbi, that marble beds are to be found here. The
portrait in the cut i1s from the fragments found at the
north-west corner of the temple near .

Copan Portrait.

) " .}'tvpht'ns' Cent. Amer., vol. i., }
Soc., Transact., vol. ii., pp. 548-9;
16; Davms' Anh’({

)}L 134-9, 156; Galindo, in Amer. Antiq.
d., in Antiq. Mex., tom. i., div. ii., p.
Amer., pp. 4-5; Waldeck, Voy. Pitt., pp. 68-9. Palacio’s
miscellaneous relics are, a large stone in the form of an eagle with a tablet
of hieroglyphics a vara long on its breast; a stone cross three palms high,

with a broken arm; and a supposed baptismal font in the plaza. Relacion,
n Pacheco, Col. Doc. Inéd.,tom. vi., p. 38,
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Most of the general reflections and speculations on
Copan indulged in by observers and students refer to
other ruined cities in connection with this, and will be
noted in a future chapter. It is to be remarked that
besides pyramids un(ll terraced walls, no traces what-
ever of buildings, public or private, remain to guide
us in determining the material or style of architecture
affected by the former people of this region. The ab-
sence of all traces of private dwellings we shall find
universal throughout America, such structures having
evidently been constructed of perishable materials;
but among the more notable ruins of the Pacific
States, Copan stands almost alone in its total lack
of covered edifices. There would seem to be much
reason for the belief that here grand temples of wood
once covered these mighty mounds, which, decaying,
have left no trace of their former grandeur.

Col. Galindo states that the method of forming a
roof here was by means of large inclined stones. If
this be a fact, it must have been ascertained from the
sepulchral vault in the temple court, concerning the
construction of which both he and Stephens are silent.
The top of the gallery leading through the river-wall
would indicate a method of construction by means of
over-lapping blocks, which we shall find employed ex-
(-lusive{y in Yucatan and Chiapas. No article of any
metal whatever has been found; yet as only one burial
deposit has been opened, it is by no means certain that
gold or copper ornaments were not employed. That
iron and steel were not used for cutting implements, is
clearly proved by the fact that hard flinty spots in
the soft stone of the statues are left uncut, in some

instances where they interfere with the details of the
sculpture. Indeed, the chay-stone points found among
the ruins are sufficiently hard to work the soft mate-
rial, and although in some cases they seem to have
required the use of metal in their own making, yet
when we consider the well-known skill of even the
most savage tribes in the manufacture of flint weapons
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and implements, the difficulty becomes of little weight.

How the immense blocks of stone of which the obe-

lisks were formed, were transported from the quarry,
several miles distant, without the mechanical ui&s that
would not be likely to exist prior to the use of iron,
can only be conjectured.

The absence of all implements of a warlike nature,
extending even to the sculptured decorations of idol
and altar, would seem to indicate a population quiet
and peaceable rather than warlike and aggressive; for
though it has been suggested that implements of war
are not found here simply because it 18 a place sacred
to religion, yet it does not appear that any ancient
people has ever drawn so closely the line between the
oods of war and the other divinities of the pantheon.”

Of the great artistic merit of the sculpture, par-
ticularly if executed without tools of metal, there can
be no question. Mr Stephens, well qu: alified by per-
sonal observation to make the comparison, pronounces
some of the specimens “equal to the finest Egyptian
sculpture.”®  Mr Foster {)Ulic\'cs the flattened fore-
head of the human profile on the altar-sides to indi-
cate a similar cranial conformation in the builders of
the city.™

With respect to the hieroglyphics all that can be
said 1s mere conjecture, since no living person even
claims the ability to decipher their meaning.
have nothing in common with the Aztec
writing, which, consequently,
study.

They
picture-
affords no aid i their
The characters do, however, appear similar to,

9 Jones' Hist. Anc. Amer., p. 67; Stephens’ Cent. Amer., vol. i., p. 142;
Foster's Pre-Hist. Races, p. 197.

% Cent. Amer., vol. i., pp. 102-3, 151. ‘La sculpture monumentale des
ruines de Copan peut rivaliser avec quelques produits similaires de 'Orient
et de I'Occident européens. Mais la conception de ces monuments, I'origi-
nalité de leur ornementation suffit a plus d'un esprit pour éloigner toute idée
d'origine commune.’ Dally, Races )ndig., p. 13.

31 “We have this type of skull delineated by artists who had the skill to
wortray the features of their race. These artists would not select the most
{101_\' of places as the groundwork of their caricatures. This form, then, per-

tained to the most exalted personages.’ Foster's Pre-Ilist. Races, pp. 302,
338-9
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if not identical with, some of those found at Palenque,
in Yucatan, in the Dresden Codex, and in the Manu-
script Troano. When the disciples of Brasseur de
Bourbourg shall succeed in realizing his expectations
respecting the latter document, by means of the Landa
alphabet, we may expect the mystery to be partially
lifted from Copan. It is hard to resist the belief that
these tablets hold locked up in their mystic characters
the history of the ruined city and its people, or the
hope that the key to their significance may yet be
brought to light; still, in the absence of a contempo-
rary written language, the hope must be allowed to
rest on a very unsubstantial basis.®

Concerning the age and origin of the Copan monu-
ments, as distinguished from other American antiqui-
ties, there are few or no facts on which to base an
opinion. The growth of trees on the works, and the
accumulation of vegetable material can in this tropical
climate yield but very unsatisfactory results in this
direction. Copan is, however, generally considered
the oldest of American cities; but I leave for the
present the matter of comparison with more northern
relics. Palacio claims to have found among the peo-
ple a tradition of a great lord who came from Yucatan,
built the city of Copan, and after some years returned
and left the newly built town desolate; a tradition
which he inclines to believe, because he says the same
language is understood in both regions, and he had

3% ‘The hieroglyphics displayed upon the walls of Copan, in horizontal or
perpendicular rows, would indicate a written lan, mﬁe in which the picto-
rial significance had largely disappeared, and a kind of word-writing had
become predominant. ‘intermiug ed with the pictorial devices are up}mr
ently purely arbitrary characters which may be alphabetic.” Foster's Pre-
Hist. Races, {). 322. They are conjectured to recount the adventures of To-
piltzin-Acxitl, a Toltec king who came from Andhuac and founded an
empire in Honduras, or Tlapallan, at the end of the eleventh century. Bras-
seur de Bourbourg, Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. ii., pp. 101-2. Like those of Pa-
enque, and some chardcters of the Dresden MS. Squier’s Pref. to Palacio,
Carta, p. 10. ‘No he hallado libros de sus nntigl‘le%mles, ni creo que en todo
este distrito hay mds que uno, que yo tengo.” Palacio, in Pacheco, Col. Doc.
Inéd., tom. vi., p. 39. I have no idea what this one book R;{oke'n of may
have been. The characters are apparently hivrogly})hi('s, ‘but to us they

are altogether unintelligible.” Gallatin, in Amer. Ethno. Soc., Transact.,
vol. i., pp. 55-6, 66.
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Above the isthmus of Honduras the continent Here
widens abruptly, forming between the Rio Motagua proba
and Laguna de Terminos on the Atlantic, the Rio ‘J“)'“‘_"
Paza and bar of Ayutla on the Pacific, a territory acif
which stretches some five hundred and fifty miles from By
north to south, with a nearly uniform width of two iﬂund
hundred miles from east to west. Dividing this terri- arge
tory into two nearly equal portions by a line drawn I""l“ltu
near the eighteenth parallel of latitude, the northern wild a
part, between the bay of Chetumal and Laguna de i‘“pvrx
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portion lying south of the dividing line constitutes the
republic of Guatemala and the English province of
Belize, which latter occupies a strip along the Atlan-
tic from the gulf of Amatique northward. The Pacific
coast of Guatemala for an average width of seventy
miles 18 low and unhealthy, with few inhabitants in
modern, as, judging from the absence of material
relics, in ancient times. Then comes a highland tract
which contains the chief towns and most of the white
population of the modern republic; succeeded by the
yet wilder and more mountainous regions of Totonica-
pan and Vera Paz, chiefly inhabited l)y comparatively
savage and unsubdued aboriginal tribes; from which
we descend, still going northward towards Yucatan,
into the little-explored lake region of Peten. At the
time of its conquest by the Spaniards, Guatemala was
the seat of several powerful aboriginal kingdoms, chief
among which were those of the Quichés and Cakchi-
quels.  They fought long and desperately in defence
of their homes and liberty, and when forced to yield
before Spanish discipline and arms, the few survivors
of the struggle either retired to the inaccessible fast-
nesses of the northern highlands, or remained in sullen
forced submission to their conquerors in the homes of
their past greatness—the aboriginal spirit still un-
broken, and the native superstitious faith yielding
only nominally to Catholic power and persuasion.
Here and in the adjoining state of Chiapas the natives
probably retain to the present day their original char-
acter with fewer modifications than elsewhere in the
Pacific States.

By reason of the peculiar nature of the country, the
grandeur of its mountain scenery, the existence of
large tracts almost unknown to white men, the des-
perate struggles of its people for independence, their
wild and haughty disposition, and their strange and
superstitious tmdltmm Guatemala has always been a
land of mystery, purtuul arly to those who (l(llght n
antiquarian speculations. A residence at Rabinal in
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close contact with the native character in its purest
state first started in the mind of the Abbé Brasseur
de Bourbourg the train of thought that has since de-
veloped into his most startling and complicated theo-
ries respecting American antiquity; and Guatemala
has furnished also many of the documents on which
these theories rest. Few visitors have resisted the
temptation to indulge in speculative fancies or to frame
far-reaching theories respecting ancient ruins or possi-
bly ﬂourlwlung cities hidden from the explorer’s gaze
in the depths of Guatemalan forests and mountains.
And yet this mysterious land, promising so much,
has yielded to actual exploration only comparatively
trifling results in the form of material relics of an-
tiquity. The ruins scattered throughout the country
are indeed numerous, but with very few exceptions,
besides being in an advanced state of dilapidation,
they are manifestly the remains of structures destroyed
during the Spanish conquest. Important as proving
the accuracy of the reported power and civilization of
the Quichés and Cakchiquels, and indirectly of the
Aztecs in Andhuac, where few traces of aboriginal
structures remain for our study, they are still unsatis-
factory to the student who desires to push his re-
searches back into the more remote American past.
Beginning with the province of Chiquimula, border-

ing on Honduras and composed for the most part of

the valley of the Motagua and its tributaries, the
first ruin of importance, one of the exceptions noted
above to the general character of Guatemalan antiqui-

ties, 1s found at Quirigua, fifty miles north-east of

Copan, on the north side of the Motagua, about sixty
miles above its mouth, and ten miles below Encuen-
tros where the royal road, so called, from Yzabal to
Guatemala crosses the river. The stream 18 navigable
for small boats to a point opposite the ruins, which are
in a cedar-forest on low moist ground nc:ulv a mile
from the bank." Our only knowledge respecting this

I About five miles down the river from El Pozo de los Amates on the
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ancient city comes through Mr Catherwood and Dr
Scherzer. The former, traveling with, Mr Stephens,
visited the locality in 1840 in company with the Se-
fiores Payes, proprietors of the estate on which the
ruins stand, and by his description Quirigua first was
made known to the world. Mr Stephens, on hearing
Catherwood’s report, entered into negotiations with
the owners of the land for its purchase, with a view to
shipping the monuments to New York, their location
on the banks of a navigable stream being favorable for
the execution of such a purpose; but the interference
of a European official so raised the market value of
ancient real estate that it was found necessary to
abandon the scheme. Dr Karl Scherzer’s visit was
in 1854, and his account, published in the Transac-
tions of the Royal Austrian Academy of Science, and
also reprinted in pamphlet form, is the most extensive
and complete extant.? Nothing like a thorough ex-

main road from Guatemala to Yzabal, in a forest of cedar and mahogany,
about a mile from the left bank of the river, on the estate of the Sefores
Payes. Stephens’ Cent. Amer., vol. ii., pp. 118-23. Stephen’s map locates
Quirigua, {m\wn-r, on the south bank u} the river. ‘Quirigua, vile;:v gua-
témalien, situé sur la route et a huit lieues environ du port de 1'Isabal; les
ruines qui en portent le nom existent & deux lieues de la sur la rive gauche
du fleuve Motagua.’ Brasseur de Bourbourg, Palenqué, introd., p. 22.
‘Sur la rive gauche de la riviere de Motagua, & milles vares environ de
cette riviere." Nouvelles Annales des Voy., 1840, tom. Ixxxviii., pp. 376-7.
‘Liegen in der Niihe des kleinen Dorfes Los Amates, 2 Stunden unterhalb
Encuentros, am linken Ufer des Mota,

mitten im Walde. Der Weg von Y zabal fihrt in einer Entfernung von 3
Stunden an dem Orte vorbel.” Reickardt, Cent. Amer., p. 69. ‘Eine der
unbekanntesten und merkwiirdigsten Ruinenstiitten Central-Amerika’s,
nahe dem See von Isabal, in einer schwer zugiinglichen Wildniss.” Wagner
and Scherzer, Costa Rica, p. x. ‘Quirigiia, c’est le nom d’'une ville con-
sidérable, bitie par les Aztéques A 1'époque ol florissait la magnifique Ana-
huac. Ses ruines mystérieuses sont aujourd’hui ensevelies & environ trois
lieues du triste village qui porte son nom.’ Sue, Henri le Chancelier, pp.
110-11.  Nearly two English miles from the river-bank. Scherzer, Quirigud,
Mention in Wappdus, Geog. u. Stat., p. 276; Hesse, in Sivers, Mit-

gua, § Stunde vom Flusse entfernt,

! Stephen’s Cent. Amer., vol. ii., pp. 118-24, with two plates. An

account made up from Catherwood’s notes was, however, inserted in the
Guatemalan newspaper El Tiempo by the proprietors of the Quirigua estate,
and translated into French in Le Moniteur Parisien, from which it was
reprinted in Nouvelles Annales des Voy., 1840, tom. Ixxxviii., pp. 376-7; and
in Amérique Cent., pt ii., pp. 68-9, both French and Spanish text is

The same description is also given in Valois, Mexique, pp. 202-3.
sears the title Ein Besuch bei den
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ploration has been made even in comparison with those
of Copan and other Central American ruins; but
monuments and fragments thus far brought to light
are found scattered over a space of some three thou-
sand square feet, on the banks of a small creek which
empties Into the Motagua. The site is only very
slightly elevated above the level of the river, and is
consequently often flooded in times of high water;
in(lcul, during a more than ordinary freshet in 1852,
after Mr Catherwood’s visit, several idols were under-
mined and overthrown. No aboriginal name is known
for the locality, Quirigua being merely that of a small
village at the foot of Mount Mico, not far distant.
There being no plan extant by which to locate the dif-
ferent objects to be mentioned in this old centre of
civilization, I will give the slight descriptions obtain-
able, with very slight reference to their arrangement,
beginning with the pyramid which seems to occupy a
somewhat central position round which the other relics
are grouped. Catherwood’s description of this struc-
ture 1s limited to the statement that it is “like those
at Copan, with the steps in some places perfect,” and
twenty-five feet high. Scherzer’s account only adds
that it is constructed of neatly cut sandstone in regu-
lar oblong blocks, and is very much ruined, hardly
more, in fact, than a confused mass of fragments,
among which were found some pieces of fine white
marble. But under this structure there is, it seems, a
foundation, an artificial hill, or mound, of rough stones
without mortar. The base 1s an irregular square, the
dimensions of which are not stated, with a spur ex-
tending toward the south. The steps which lead up

1855,) and I have not found it quoted elsewhere. Baily's Cent. Amer., PP
656, also contains a brief account from a source not stated, and this 1s
quoted nearly in full in Helps’ Span. Cong., vol. ii., pp. 138-9. The ruins
are slightiy mentioned in Macgregor's Progress of Amer., vol. i., pp. 878-9,
and in Baldwin's Anc. Amer., pp. 114-17, where it is invnrn'rt{y stated
that Mr Stephens personally visited Quirigua. Brasseur de Bourbourg says:
‘Nous les avons visitées en 1863, et nous {msﬂéduns les dessins des plusieurs
des monolithes qu'on y voit, faits par M. William Baily, d'Izabal.’ ]lult'm/m.

introd., p. 22. See also the additional references in Note 1.
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the sides to the super-imposed structure are only eight
or nine inches high and six or seven inches in width,
remaining intact only at a few points. In the upper
part of the mound are two or three terraces, on the
first of which several recesses, or niches, of no great
extent are noticed; they are lined with small rough
stones, plastered, and in a good state of preservation,
details which indicated to the observer that these
niches may be of more modern origin than the rest of
the ruin. There are no traces of openings to show
that the hill contained underground apartments;
neither are there any sculptures on the hewn stones of
the pyramid itself, nor any idols or carved fragments
found on the surface of the mound.

Very near the foot of the mound Mr Catherwood
found a moss-covered colossal head six feet in diameter,
and a large altar, both relics being within an enclosure.?
Scherzer also describes several monuments near the
pyramid, some of which may be identical with the
ones mentioned by Catherwood, although he says
nothing of an enclosure. The first 1s a stone of a long
oval form like a human head, six feet high and thirty-
five feet in circumference, the surface l)cin}_( covered
with carved figures in demi-relief, which for some rea-
son have been better preserved and present clearer out-
Iines than other carvings at Quirigua. One of the most
clearly defined of these sculptures represents a sitting
female, whose legs and hands are wanting, but whose
arms hang down to the ground. A prominent feature is
her head-dress, sixteen inches high, the upper part of
which 1s an idol’s head crowned with a diadem. The
forchead 1s described as narrow, depressed above and
projecting below. The features are indistinct, but the

form of the head is of what Scherzer terms the In-

3 The French version of Catherwood’s notes hasit, ‘Au centre ducirque,
dans lequel on descend par des degrés trés-étroits, il y a une grande pierre
arrondie, dont le contour présente beaucoup d’hiéroglyphes et d'inscriptions;
deux tétes d’homme, de proportion plus grande que nature, parraissent
soutenir cette table, laquelle est couverte de végétation dans la l»lus grande
partie.” Nouvelles Annales des Voy., 1840, tom. Ixxxviii., p. 377.
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dian type. On the south side of this block, or altar,
is the rude figure of a turtle five feet high. The top
is covered with ornamental figures representing plants
and fruits, all the varieties there delineated being such
as still flourish in this region. The sides bear also
faint indications of hierog‘i;yl'phics. Dr Scherzer be-
lieves that the stone used in the construction of this
altar must have been found on the spot, since by rea-
son of its great size it could not have been brought
from a distance with the aid of any mechanical appli-
ances known to native art.* The second of these
monuments 18 like a mill-stone, four feet in diameter

and two feet thick, cut from harder material than the
other objects. A tiger’s head nearly covers one side
of the disk, and the rest of the surface, including thie
rim, 18 covered with hieroglyphics, several of these
mysterious signs appearing on the animal’s forehead.
The third of the relics found near the pyramid is a
fragment eighteen feet long and five feet wide, the
upper portion having disappeared. The human face
appears at different points among its hieroglyphics and
ornaments.

Three or four hundred yards northward from the
mound, and at the foot of a ‘pyramidal wall con-
cerning which we have no information beyond the
mention of its existence, is a group of sc ulptured idols,
pillars, or obelisks, .\ty‘mdmg in the forest like those in
the sacréd enclosure at Copan. Indeed, they bear a
strong resemblance to the latter, except in their greater
height and less elaborate sculpture, which is also in
lower relief. Twelve of them are definitely mentioned,
the smallest of which is nine feet high, and the largest
twenty-six feet above ground, increasing in size toward
the top, leaning twelve feet out of the perpendicular,
and requiring, of course, some six or eight feet below

4 ‘Wahrscheinlich benutzten die Erbauer einen hier schon vorhandenen
grossen Felsblock zu ihren Zwecken, denn der lmn%[}‘vrt eines Steines von
solcher Grosse und Umfang mit den bewegenden Kriiften welche diesen
Vilkern muthmasslich zu Gebote standen, wiire sonst kaum begreiflich.’
Scherzer, Quirigud, p. 7.
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the surface to sustain its weight in such a position.®
They are from two to three feet thick and four to six
feet wide. In most instances a human face, male or
female, appears on the front or back or both; while
the sides are covered for the most part with hiero-
glyphics, which are also seen on various parts of the
dress and ornaments. One statue is, however, men-
tioned, which, although crowded with ornaments, has
no character, apparently, of hieroglyphic nature. One
of the idols, twenty-three feet high, stands on a stone
foundation projecting some fifteen feet; and another,
circular instead of rectangular in form, rests on a
small mound, within a wall of stones enclosing a small
circular area.® In one the human figure has a head-
dress of which an animal’s head forms a prominent
part, while in yet another the head is half human and
half animal. In both cases the aim of the artist
would seem to have been to inspire terror, as in the
case of some Nicaraguan idols already noticed. Mr
(Catherwood made sketches of two of the obelisks,
including the leaning one, the largest of all; but as
he could not clean them of moss in the limited time
at his disposal, he makes no attempt to give the de-
tails of sculpture, and a reproduction of the plates is
therefore not deemed necessary. The two monuments
sketched by him could not be found at all by Dr
Scherzer. The Quirigua idols have not, like those at
Copan, altars in front of them, but several altars, or
apparently such, were found buried in moss and earth,
and not carefully examined by either of the explorers.
They are usually of round or oval form, with hiero-
glyphically inscribed sides; and one of them, within
the circular wall with steps, already mentioned as en-
closing one of the statues,” is described as supported

5 ‘Plus inclinée que la tour de Pise.” Nouvelles Annales des Voy., 1840,
tom. Ixxxviii., p. 376.

6 .\‘lul»ho-nﬁ' text, Cent. Amer., vol. ii.,, p. 122, leaves it uncertain
whether 1t is the statue or the altar afterwards mentioned which rests on
the elevation. The French text, however, indicates that it is the former.

7 See Notes 6 and 3.

VoL. IV. 8
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by two colossal heads. Many fragments were noticed,
which are not described; and here as elsewhere mon-
uments fsupérior to any seen were reported to exist
by enthusiastic guides and natives; in which fatter
class ¢f antiquities are eleven square columns higher
than those mentioned, and also a female holding a
child, and an alligator’s head in stone.® The material
of all the stone work of Quirigua is a soft coarse-grained
sandstone, not differing materially, so fardas I can
judge, from that employed at Copan. It is the preva-
lent formation at both localities, and may be quarried
readily at almost any point in the vicinity.

Absolutely no traditions have been preserved re-
specting Quirigua in the days when its monuments
were yet intact, when a large town, which hag left no
traces, must have stood in the immediate “vicinity.’
The idols scattered over the surface of the ground, in-
stead of being located on the pyramids, may indicate
here as at Copan that the elevations served as seats
for spectators during the religious ceremonies, rather
than as temples or altars on which sacrifice was made.
Both observers agree on the general similarity between
the monuments of Quirigua and Copan,® and the
hieroglyphics are pronounced identical. Indeed, it
seems altogether probable that they owe their exist-
ence to the same era and the same people. Mr
Stephens notes, besides the greater size and lower

8 Baily, Cent. Amer., pr. 656, sums up all the relics at Quirigua as

follows: seven quadrilateral columns, twelve to twenty-five féet high, three
to five feet at base; four pieces of an irregular oval shape, twelve ty ten or
eleven feet, not unlike sarcophagi; two large square slabs seven and a half
by three feet and over three feet thick; all except the slabs being covered
on all sides with elaborately wrought and well-defined sculptured figures of
men, women, animals, foliage, and fanciful representations. All the col-
umns are moreover of a single piece of stone.

9 Yet Scherzer thinks that ‘es ist nicht ganz unwahrscheinlich, dass die
Monumente von Quirigué noch zur Zeit der spanischen Invasion ihrer reli-
ﬁie(mcn Bestimmung dienten, und dass auch eine Stadt in der Niihe noch

wohnt war,” Quirigud, p. 15, although there is no record of such a place
in the annals of the conquest.

10 Although Baily, Cent. Amer.. p. 66, says ‘they do not resemble in
sculpture those of Palenque....nor are they similar to those of Copan
They suggest the idea of having been designed for historical records rather
than mere ornament.’
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relief of the Quirigua monuments, that they are “less
rich in design, and more faded and worn, pmlml ly being
of a mluh older date.” Dr Scherzer speaks of the
greater plumpness of the sculptured figures, and has
no faith in their great antiquity, believing that the
low-relief carvings on so soft a material, would, when
exposed in an atmosphere so moist, have been utterly
obliterated in a thousand years."

At Chapulco, a few leagues below Quirigua, on the
opposite side of the Motagua, one traveler speaks of
a quadrilateral pyramid with terraced sides, up which
steps lead to the summit platform, where débris of
hewn stone are enveloped in a dense vegetation. Also
at Chinamita, some sixteen miles above Quirigua on
the same side of the river, the same authority reports
a large area covered with aboriginal relics, in the form
of ruined stone structures, vases and idols of birned
clay, and monoliths buried for the most part in the
earth. Of course, with this meagre information, it 1s
impossible to form any definite idea of what these
ruins really are, and whether they should be classed
with Quirigua and Copan, or with a more modern class
of Guatemalan antiquities. The same remark will
apply also to many of the localities of this state, of
whose relics we have no description in detail.

At Micla, or Mimilla, some three leagues north of
lake Guijar, or Uxaca, which is on the boundary be-
tween Guatemala and Salvador, traces of a sacred
town with its cues and temples are spoken of as vis-
ible in 1576. They are represented as of the class
erected by the Pipiles who occupied the region at the
time of the conquest.”

Still farther south-west towards the coast, a few

' The sculpture presents no old-world affinities whatever. A certain
coarseness of execution, implying inferior tools, distinguishes them from the
coarsest Egyptian carvings. Both grouping and execution indicate a still
barbaric state of art, with no ud\'unvm{ idea of beauty, the patience and
industry of the workmen being more remarkable than their ideas or skill

Scherzer, Quirigud, p. 11-12.

2 Hesse, in Sivers, Mittelamerika, p. 250.
B Palacio, Carta, pp. 62.
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miles south of Comapa, are the ruins of Cinaca.
Mecallo, a name said to mean ‘knotted rope.” The Rio
Paza here forms the boundary line between the two
states, and from its northern bank rises abruptly a
mountain chain. On the summit, at a point com-
manding a broad view over a large portion of Salva-
dor,1s a pl(un of considerable extent, watered by several
small mountain streams, which unite and fall over a
prec 11»1(0 on the way to the river below. On the
highest portion of this summit plain interesting works
of the former inhabitants have been discovered by D.
José Antonio Urrutia, padre in charge of the church
at Jutiapa. The remains of Cinaca-Mecallo cover an
oval area formerly surrounded by a wall, of which
fragments yet remain sufficient to mark tho line orig-
nmll\ followed. Within this space are vestiges of
streets, mmul buildings, and subterranean passages.
Padre Urtutia nmlus s])uml mention of four monu-
ments. The first 18 what he terms a temple of the
sun, an excavation in the solid rock opening towards
the rising sun, and having at its entrance an archway
known the natives as ‘stone of the sun, formed
of stone slabs closely joined. On these slabs are
carvi low relef figures of the sun and moon, to
whicli are added hieroglyphics painted on the stone
W a very durable kind of red varnish. There are
some sculptured hieroglyphic signs on the interior
uls of this artificial cavern. The second monument
s a great slab covered with carved inscriptions, among
which were noted a tree and a skull, emblematic,
according to the padre’s views, of life and death.
Next is mentioned the representation of a tiger or
other wild animal cut on the side of a ].u«ro rock.
This monument is, 1t appears, some distance from the
14 Padre Urrutia published an account of his investigations at Cinaca-
Mecallo in the Gaceta de Guatemala, according to Brasseur de Bourbourg,
Hist .\'«{f Civ., tom. i‘i._ ). Pfl ) The most ('nx_nrh-u- dv.-u"rlptiqn, Il.l)\‘\'t‘.\I'rr
he gave in a letter to E. G. Squier, who Hmhllx ied the same in his Cent.

Amer., pp. 342-4. The substance of the letter may be found in Baldwin's
{nc. Amer., p. 124; and a French version in Nouvelles Annales des Voy.,

1857, tom. cliii., pp. 182-6.
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CINACA-MECALLO. 117
other ruins, and is conjectured by Urrutia to be a com-
memoration of some historical event, from the fact
that the natives still celebrate past deeds of valor by
dances, or scenic representations, in which they dress
in imitation of different animals.

\I r S(llli(‘l' H‘[l(!‘(r(l\'tg
farther

that the event thus commemorated may have
been a conflict between the Pipiles and the Cakchi-
quels, in which the latter were driven permanently
from this district. The fourth and last of these mon-
uments is one of the subterranean passages which the
explorer penetrated until he reached a kind of cham
ber where were some sculptured blocks. This under-
ground apartment 1s celebrated among the natives as
having been in modern times the resort of a famous
robber chief, who was at last brought to }m\ and cap-
tured here in his stronghold. The material employed
all the (,'il):u‘u—)[qcu“u structures 18 a slate-like
stone in thin blocks, joined by a cement which resem-
bles in color and consistence molten lead. Some of
the carved blocks were sent by the discoverer as speci-
mens to the city of Guatemala. Outside the walls
are tumuli of earth and small stones, with no sculp-
tured fragments. These are supposed to be burial
mounds, and to vary in size according to the rank and
miportance of the personages whose resting-places
they mark.

Proceeding now north-eastward to the region lying
within a circle of fifty miles about the city of Guate-
mala as a centre, we have a reported cave on the
hacienda of luml perhaps twenty-five miles east of
(Guatemala, which is said to have been e xplored for at
least a «hst(m( e of one mile, and 1s believed by the
credulous natives to extend eleven leagues tlnnu“h
the mountain to the Rio de los Esclavos. In this cav-
ern, or at least on the same hacienda, if we may credit
Fuentes, human bones of extraordinary size were
found, including shin-bones about five feet in length.
These human relies erumbled on being touched, but
fraoments were carefully gathered up and sent to
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Guatemala, since which time nothing is known of
them.” On the hacienda of Carrizal, some twenty
miles north of Guatemala, we hear of cyclopean dé-
bris, or masses of great unhewn stones heaped one on
another without cement, and forming gigantic walls,
which cover a considerable extent of territory on the
lofty heights that guard the approaches to the Motagua
Valley.*

The immediate vicinity of Guatemala seems not to
have yielded any antiquarian relics of importance.
M. Valois reports the plain to be studded with mounds
which the natives regard as the tombs of their ances-
tors, which others have searched for treasure, but
which he believes to be ant-hills.”  Ordonez claims to
have found here two pure copper medals, fac-similes
one of the other, two inches 1n diameter and three
lines thick, a little heavier than a Mexican peso fuerte,
engraved on both sides, as shown 1in the cut, which I

Copper Medal at Guatemala.

give herewith notwithstanding the fact that this
must be regarded as a relic of doubtful authenticity.

15 Juarros' Hist. Guat., pp. 45, 308-9, taking the information from

Fuentes, Recopilacion Florida, MS., tom. ii, lib. iv.,
importance is to be attached to these and similar reports.
16 Brasseur de Bourbourg, Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. 1., pp. 43—4.

17 Valois, Mexique, pp. 430-1.
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COPPER MEDALS AND FORTIFICATIONS. 119
M. l)upui\; noticed an indication of the use of the
compass in the centre of one of the sides, the fig-
ures on the same side representing a knee lnnr be: \rdul,
turbaned man, between two fierce heads, ln,l}mps of
crocodiles, which appear to defend the entrance to a
mountainous and wooded country. The reverse pre-
sents a serpent coiled round a fruit-tree, and an eagle
(quite as much like a dove or crow or other bird—on
a hill. There are, besides, some ornamental figures
on the rim, said to resemble those of Palenque, and,
indeed, Ordonez refers the origin of these medals to
the founders of that city. He kept one of them and
sent the other to the king of Spain in 1794.*
.-\lmut 1860, a stone idol forty inches high was dug
up in a yard of the city, where it had been buried
mt\ \wnx before, lmnn«r been brought by the natives
from a point one lmn(hml and fifty nnlva distant. Its
discovery was mentioned at a meeting of the American
Ethnological Society in 1861, by Mr Hicks. The
same gentleman also \‘pnku of the reported discovery
of a great city in ruins in the province of l‘,.\(lmnmtlm
buried in a dense forest about fifty-six miles from the
(‘it.\'.w
A few leagues west of the city are the ruins of
Mixco, a tnltlhml town of the natives down to the

time of the conquest, megfioned by several authori-
ties but described by none.

s
Fuentes, however, as

18 ]'H/NIIJ',

Rel. 3me Expéd.,

p. 9, in Antiqg. Mex., tom. i., div. i., tom.

Antig., vol. v., p. 290, vol.
i, p. 470, vol. iv., pl. viii., fig. 12, Kingsborough's translation incorrectly
although the orig-
French ‘l'a trouvée a
p. 72, thinks the engraved device may
analogy with the astronomical traditions of the

‘lo encontré en (-lumnmlu and the

ancients, the
, the dragon, the constellation Ophis, the apples of the

; and the reverse may be the Mexican tradition of the crea
Cabrera, Teatro Cri
medals to the king

8 of it as made of brass, and pronounces it to be ‘a concise
The

sinion, is an eagle with a serpent in its beak and claws. His
this relic to history will be more appropriate when I come to

treat of the origzin of the Americans,

" Hist. Muyg., vol. vi., pp. 57-8.
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quoted by Juarros, speaks of a cavern on a small
ridge by the side of the ruins. The entrance was a
Doric portico of clay about three feet wide and high.
A flight of thirty-six stone steps leads down to a room
one hundred and twenty feet square, followed by
another flight still leading downward. This latter
stairway no one has had the courage to fully explore,
on account of the tremulous and insecure condition of
the ground. Eighteen steps down this second flight,
however, is an arched entrance on the right side, to a
passage which, after a descent of six steps, has been
explored for a distance of one hundred and forty feet.
Furthermore, the author tells us there are some ex-
travagant (!) acccounts not worthy of implicit helief,
and consequently not repeated by him. Hassel states
that gigantic bones have been found here, and that the
cave 18 natural, without any artificial improvements
whatever.”

In this same valley, where the Pancacoya River
enters the Xilotepec, Juarros speaks of “a range of
columns curiously wrought, with capitals, mouldings,
etc.; and a little farther on there are several round cis-
terns formed in the rock.” The cisterns are.about four
feet in diameter and three feet deep, and may have
served originally, as the author remarks, for washing
auriferous earths in the search for gold.” The Santa
Maria River, near its junction with the Motagua, is
said to flow for a long distance underground, and at the
entrance to its subterranean channel are reported some
carvings, the work of human hands, but from super-
stitious fears the interior of this bewitched cave has
never been explored.”

Petapa, twelve or fifteen miles southward from Gua-

0 Juarros' Hist. Guat., pp. 488-9. The ruins are situated on a rock
} the rivers Pixcayatl and Motagua. Brasseur
de Bourbourg, Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. ii., p. 524. Ruins of the ancient cap-
ital of the Cakchiquel kings. Hassel, Mex. Guat., pp. 333, 335. ‘Remar
Tmblv par les ruines de I'ancienne forteresse du méme nom.” Larenaudiére,
Mex. et Guat., p. 266; Malte-Brun, Précis de la GGéog., tom. vi., p. 470
8 Juarros’ Hist. Guat., })p 487-8; Hassel, Mex. (Guat., p. 333.
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2 Hesse, in Sivers, Mittelamerika, p. 257.
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to the ruins of the ancient Patinamit,
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temala on Lake Amatitlan is another of the localities
where the old authors report the discovery of mam-
muth human bones, including a tooth as large as a
man’s two fists. hmh reports, where they ]mvc any
other than an imaginary foundation, may probably
result from the finding of animal l)()n(,‘h l)v which the
good padres were ducnul into the belief that they
had come upon traces of the ancient giants w[mrtul

in all the native traditions, which did not seem to

them unworthy of belief, since they were told by their

own tradition that “there were giants on the earth in
those days.”*

At Rosario, eight or ten miles south of the same
lake, we have a lmrc mention of a beautiful aqueduct
in ruins.*  Twenty-five or thirty miles west of the
lake, at the western foot of the volcano of Fuego, Don
José Maria Asmitia, a Guatemalan official of antiqua-
rian tendencies, reports the discovery on his estate of
a well-preserved aqueduct, constructed of hewn stone
and mortar, together with nine stone idols each six
feet in height. He proposed to make, at an early
date, more thorough explorations in thlt vicinity.
Like other explorers he had his theory, although he
had not personally seen even the relics on his own
estate; deriving the American culture from a Cartha-
ginian source.”® Farther south on the Pacific low-
lands, at a point called Calche, between Escuintla and
Suchiltepeques, the Abbé Brasseur speaks of a pyra-
mid cut from solid stone, which had been seen by
many Guatemalans.®

Passing now north-westward to the region lying
about Lake Atitlan, and noting that the town of So-
lold4 on the northern lake-shore is said to be built on

the ruins of the aboriginal Tecpan Atitlan,” we come
‘the «‘it)',’ the

% Fuentes, in Juarros' Hist. Guat., p. 492; Hassel, Mex. Guat., p. 327
u ”'111}1141114\‘, Geog. w. Stat., p. 281.

© Hesse, in Stvers, Mittelamerika, p. 257
% Brasseur de Bourbourq, Hist. Nat. Civ
1 Reichardt, Cent. Amer., p. 72.

., tom. ii., p. 507.
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Cakchiquel capital. It is near® the modern town of
Tecpan Guatemala, fifteen miles south-east of the lake,
and forty miles north-west of Guatemala. The : le)rlgf
inal town, to which Brasseur de Bourbourg would
assign a very ancient, pre-Toltec origin, was inhabited
down to the time when the conquistadores came, and
was by them destroyed. With the state of the city
as found and described by them, I have, of course,
nothing to do in this volume, having simply to record
the condition of the ruins as observed at subsequent
periods, although in the descriptions extant the two
phases of the city’s condition are considerably con-
founded. The remains are found on a level plateau
having an area of several square miles, and surrounded
by a ravine from one hundred to four hundred feet in
depth, with precipitous sides. The plateau is accessi-
ble at one point only by a path artificially cut in the
side of the barranca, t\wnt\ to thirty feet deep, and
only wide enough to permit the passage of a single
horseman. At the time of Mr Stephens’ visit nntlnng
was visible but confused irregular masses, or mounds,
of fallen walls, among \\lmh however, could still lw

made out the foundations of two buildings, one of

them fifty by one hundred feet. Two sculptured
figures were ]mmtul out by the natives, lying on the
«rmun(l on one of which the nose and eyes of some
(unnml were discernible. Fuentes, who wrote in the
century following the conquest, observed, during his
examination of the city, more definite traces of its
former grandeur. Two gates of chay-stone afforded
entrance to the narrow passage which led up to the
plateau; a coating, or layer, of clay covered the sel to
a depth of two feet; and a trench six or eight feet
deep, faced with stone and having also a breastwork
of masonry three feet high, running north and south
across the table, divided the city’s site into two por-
tions, inhabited, as 1s suggcstuf, respectively by the

28 The distance i# stated to be one fourth of a mile, one mile and a half,
one league, and one league and a half by different writers.
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RUINS OF PATINAMIT. 123
plebeian and aristocratic classes of its original citizens.
The street-lines, crossing each other at right angles,
were traceable, indicating that the city was regularly
laid ‘out in blocks. One of the structures whose
foundations were then to be seen was a hundred yards
square, besides which there remained the ruins of
what 1s described as a palace, and of several houses
West of the city, on a mound six feet high, was “a
pedestal formed of a shining substance, resembling
glass.” Brasseur also mentions ‘vastes souterrains,’
which, as usual, he does not deign farther to describe.
The modern town 18 built to a considerable extent, and
its streets are paved, with fragments of the hewn stone
from Patinamit, which have been carried piece by
piece on the backs of natives up and down the sides
of the barranca. The aborigines still look with feel-
ings of superstitious respect on this memorial of their
ancestral glory, and at tunes their faithful ears detect
the chimes of bells proceeding from beneath the hill.
A famous black stone was, in the days of aboriginal
independence, an object of great veneration in the
':lk('lli(lll(‘l religious rites connected with the fate of
prisoners, its shrine being in the depths of a dark
ravine near at hand. In Fuentes’ time it had been
consecrated by the Catholic bishop and placed on the
altar of the church. He describes 1t as of singular
beauty and about eighteen inches square. Stephens
found it still on the altar, the object of the people’s
jealous veneration; and when his Spanish companion
had, with sacrilegious hand, to the infinite terror of
the parish priest, ripped open the cotton sack i which
the relic was enveloped, there appeared only a plain
piecce of ordinary slate measuring ten by fourteen
mches. Brasseur de Bourbourg, however, believes
that the former visitors were both in error, and that
th@mu;mdl black stone was never lnnmttul to fall
into, the hands of the Spanish unbelievers.® At Pat-

9 Juarros’ Hist. Guat., pp. 382—4; his authority being Fuentes, Recopi
lacion, MS., tom. i., lib. iii., cap. i., and lib. xv.

1

, cap. v.; Stephens' Cent.




124 ANTIQUITIES OF GUATEMALA.

zun, a native pueblo near Tecpan Guatemala, two
mounds were noticed, but not opened.®
Quezaltenango, the aboriginal Xelahuh, 18 some
twenty-five or thirty miles westward from Lake Atit-
lan. In the days of Quiché power this city was one
of the largest and most powerful in the land. I find
no evidence that any remains of the town itself are
to be seen, though Wappiius speaks of such remains,
even classing them with the most ancient type of
Guatemalan antiquities. Two fortresses in this vicin-
ity, however, Olintepec and Parrazquin, supposed to
have guarded the approaches to Xelahuh, are said to
have left some traces of their former strength.”
Thirty miles farther back in the mountains north-
eastward from Quezaltenango, toward the confines of
Vera Paz, was Utatlan, ‘road of the waters,” in the
native language Gumarcaah, the Quiché capital and
stronghold, at the modern town of Santa Cruz del Qui-

ché.  This city was the richest and most magnificent

found by the Spaniards south of Mexico, and at the

time of its destruction by them was, unlike most aborig-
inal American towns, in its highest state of prosperity.
Slight as are the ruins that remain, they are sufficient
to show that the Spanish accounts of the city’s orig-
inal splendor were not greatly exaggerated; this, with
the contrasts which these ruins present in the absence
of statues, sculpture, and hieroglyphics, and in other

p. 147, 149-53. Juarros’ account is also given in Conder's
Mex. Guat , vol. ii., pp. 270-1, in Bradford’s Amer. Antiq., p. 90, and in
Stephens’ Cent. Amer., loc. cit. It is also used with that of Stephens to
nm{w up the description in Sivers, Mittelamerika, pp. 199-200. Slight men-
tion also in Wappaus, (1'1'0_1[ u. Stat., p. 284; Brasseur de Bourbourqg, Pu
lenqué, p. 33; /r ., Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. ii., pp. 152, 493, 526. According
to {Smxsvur's statement, M. Daly made drawings at Patinamit, seen by
the Abbé, and to be published.

30 Stephens’ Cent. Amer., vol. ii., p. 146.

31 “In the province of Quezaltenango, there are still to be met with the
vestiges and foundations of many large fortresses, among which is the cele
brated one of Parrazquin, situated on the confines of Totonicapan and
Quezaltenango; and the citadel of Olintepeque, formed with all (Lv intri-
cacies of a labyrinth, and which was the chief defence of the important
city of Xelahuh.' Juarros’ Hist. Guat., p. 486, 379.  Slight mention also,
probably resting on no other authority tlhun the paragraph above quoted,
in Wappaus, Geog. u. Stat., p. 247; fhwsrl, Mezx. Guat., p. 341.
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RUINS OF UTATLAN. 125
respects, when compared with those of Quirigua and
Copan, constitutes their chief importance in archso-
logical investigations. Like Patinamit, Utatlan stood
on a plateau, or mesa, bounded by a deep ravine on
every side, a part of which ravine is believed to be
of artificial construction. The barranca can only be
crossed and the site of the city reached at one point
from the south-east. Guarding this single approach,
at the distance of about half a mile from the village
of Santa Cruz, are the ruins of a long line of struc-
tures of carefully laid hewn stone, evidently intended

as fortifications and connected one with another by
ditch.  Within this line and more immediately guard
ing the passage, 1s an immense fortress, El1 Resguardo
one hundred and twenty feet high, in the form of a
square-based pyramidal structure, with three ranges
of terraces, and steps leading up from one to another.
A stone wall, plastered with a hard cement, incloses
the area of the summit platform, in the centre of
which rises a tower furnished with steps, which were
also originally covered with cement. Crossing the
barranca from the fort Resguardo, we find the table
which was the site of the ancient city covered through-
out its whole extent with shapeless masses of ruins,
among which the foundations of a few structures only
can be definitely made out. The chief edifice, known
as the grand castle, or palace, of the Quiché kings, and
sald to have been in round numbers eleven hundred
by twenty-two hundred feet, occupied a central posi-
tion. Its upper portions have been carried away and
used 1n the construction of the modern town, but in

1810, if we may trust the cura of the ]mhh the

building was still entire. The floors remain, covered

with a hard and durable ¢cement, and also h.lgnn nts
of the partition walls sufficient to indicate something
of the original ground plan. A plaster of finer
quality than that employed on the floors and pyra-
mids, covers the inner walls, with evident traces of

having heen colored or painted. The ruins of a
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fountain appear in an open court-yard, also paved with
cement. Another structure, El Sacrificatorio, still
visible, is a pyramid of stone sixty-six feet square at
the base and, in its present state, thirty-three feet
high, the plan and elevation of which are shown in
the cuts. KEach side except the western is ascended

El Sacrificatorio at Utatlan.

by a fligcht of nineteen steps, each step eight inches
wide and seventeen inches high. The western side 1s
covered with stucco, laid on, as 1s ascertained by care-
ful examination, in several successive coatings, each
painted with ornamental figures, among which the
body of a leopard only could be distinguished. The
pyramid is supported by a buttress in each of the four
corners, diminishing in size toward the top. The sum-
mit is in ruins, but our knowledge of the Quiché relig-
lous ceremonies, as set forth in the preceding volume

of this work, leaves little doubt that this was a place-of

sacrifice and supported an altar. No sculpture has
been found in connection with the ruins of Utatlan.
Its absence 1s certainly remarkable; but it is to be
noted that the natives of this region have always been
of a haughty, unsubdued spirit, ardently attached to
the memory of their ancestors; and the destruction or
concealment of their idols with a view to keep them
from the sacrilegious touch and gaze of the white
man, would’ be in accordance with their well-known
character. They have the greatest réspect for the
holy pyramid on the plateau, and at one time when
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QUICHE RELICS OF UTATLAN. 127

the reported discovery of a golden image prompted the
destruction of the palace in search of treasure, the
popular indignation on the part of the natives pre-
saged a serious revolt and compelled the abandonment
of the scheme, not, however, until the walls had been
razed. Klint arrow-heads are mentioned as of fre-
quent occurrence among the débris of fortifications
outside the barranca, and a Spanish explorer in 1834
found a sitting figure twelve inches high, and two
heads of terra cotta exceedingly hard, smooth, and of
good workmanship. One of the heads was solid, the
other and the idol were hollow. The annexed cut

Utatlan Terra Cotta.

shows the sitting figure. Under one of the buildings
is an opening to what the natives represented as a sub-
terranean passage leading by an hour’s journey to
Mexico, but which only revealed to Mr Stephens, who
entered it, the presence of a roof formed by overlap-
ping stones. This form of arch will be described 1n
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detail when I come to speak of more northern ruins,
where it is of frequent occurrence. That a long time
must have passed between the erection of Copan and
Utatlan, the civilization of the builders meantime un-
dergoing great modifications, involving probably the
introduction of new elements from foreign sources, is
a theory supported by a careful study of the two
classes of remains. For an account of Utatlan and
other Guatemalan cities as they were in the time of
their aboriginal glory, I refer the reader to Volume I1.
of this work.®? The cura at Santa Cruz del Quiché
said he had seen human skulls of more than natural
size, from a cave in a neighboring town.*®
North-westward from Utatlan, thirty or forty miles
distant, in the province of Totonicapan, is the town of
Huehuetenango, and near it, located like Utatlan on
a ravine-guarded plain, are the ruins of Zakuléu, the
ancient capital of the Mams, now known popularly

32 Stephens’ Cent. Amer., vol. ii., pp., 171, 182-8. Mr Stephens gives,
besides the engravings I have copied, and one of the other terra-cotta heads
mentioned, a view of El Sacrificatorio, a ground plan showing the relative
positions of the plateau, the barranca, undkthe projecting fortress, together
with a view of El Resguardo and the other ruins in the distance. 1 do not
reproduce them because they show no details not included in the descrip-
tion, which, moreover, is easily comprehended without the aid of cuts. A
thorough exploration of Utatlan was made by Don Miguel Rivera y Maes-
tre, a commissioner sent for the purpose by the Guatemalan government in
1834. His MS. report to the state authorities was seen by Mr Stephens
and is described as being very full and accurate, but not containing any
details outside of Stephens’ account. He does not state that his plans and
views were obtained from Rivera y Maestre. Juarros, Hist. Guat., pp. 86-
8, 487, follows Fuentes, who described the city chiefly from historical
accounts of its original condition, although it seems that he also visited the
ruins. Las Casas, Hist. Apologética, MS., cap. lii., speaks of Utatlan’s
‘maravillosos edificios de cal y canto, de los cuales yo viJc muchos.” Bras-
seur de Bourbourg, Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. ii., pp. 493, 120, tom. ,i., p. 124,
speaks of Rivera y Maestre’s plans in Stephens’ work as incogrect, Jut
r(*ini(-os in the prospect that M. César Daly will publish correct drayfngs.
‘Un des palais des rois de Quiché a 728 pas géométriques de longuelif et 376
de largeur.” Humboldt, in Nouvelles Annales des Voy., 1827, tom. xxxv.,

. 329. ‘En Utlatan habia muchos y muy grandes cues 6 templos de sus
fdolos, de maravillosos edificios, y yo vi algunos aunque muy arruinados.’
Zurita, in Palacio, Carta, pp. 123-4. See also accounts of these ruins made
up from Ste'phens and Juarros, in Wappdus, Geog. u. Stat., p. 286, and
Reichardt, Cent. Amer., p. 72; also mention in Malte-Brun, Précis de la
Géog., tom. vi., p. 470; Larenaudiére, Mex. et Guat., pp. 266, 274; Galindo,
in Antiq. Mex., tom. i., div. ii., pp. 73-8; Revue Amér., 1826, tom. i., pp.
353-5; jlullrr, Amerikanische Urreligionen, p. 462.

3 Stephens’ Cent Amer., vol. ii., p. 192.
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RUINS OF HUEHUETENANGO OR ZAKULEU. 129

as Las Cuevas. These remains are in an advanced

state of dilapidation, hardly more than confused heaps
of rubbish scattered over the plain, and overgrown
with grass and shrubs. Two pyramidal structures of
rough stones in mortar, formerly covered with stucco,
can, however, still be made out. One of them is one
hundred and two feet square and twenty-eight high,
with steps, each four feet in height and seven feet
wide. The top is small and square, and a long rough
slab found at the base may, as Mr Stephens suggests,
have been the altar thrown down from its former posi-
tion on the platform. There are also several small
mounds, supposed to be sepulchral, one of which was
opened, and disclosed within an enclosure of rough
stones and lime some fragments of bone and two
vases of fine workmanship, whose material is not
stated but is probably earthen ware. One of them
is shown in the cut, and bears a striking resemblance
to some of the burial vases of Nicaragua.* Another

Sepulchral Urn from Huehuetenango.

burial vault, not long enough, however, to contain a
human being at full length, at the foot of one of the
pyramids, was faced with cut stone, and from it the
proprietor of the estate took a quantity of bones and
the terra-cotta tripod shown in the cut. It has a pol-

H See p. 63 of this volume.
yoL. IV. 9
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Tripod from Huehuetenango.

ished surface and 1s one foot in diameter. At a point
on the river where the banks had been washed away
at the time of high water, some animal skeletons of
extraordinary size were brought to light. Mr Steph-
ens saw 1n the bank the imprint of one of these meas-
uring twenty-five or thirty feet in length, and others
were said to be yet larger.®

Extending eastward from the region of Huehuete-
nango to that of Salama in the province of Vera Paz,
a distance of nearly one hundred miles, there seems to
be a line of ruins, occurring at frequent intervals, par-
ticularly in the valley of the Rabinal and about the
town of that name. A map of Guatemala now hefore
me locates seventeen of these rnin.\-, :lllll \] “l‘ztsm-nl
de Bourbourg incidentally mentions many of them by
name, none of them, however, being anywhere de-
seribed in detail. [t is much to be rvgrvttv(l that the
last-named author, during a residence at Rabinal, did
not more fully improve his opportunities for the exam-
ination of these remains, or, at least, that he has never
made known to the world the result of his investica-
tions. All the ruins along this line would seem to

3 Stephens’ Cent. Amer., vol. ii., pp. 228-32, with figures of two vases
found at Huehuetenango in addition to those represented above. ‘On trouve
un plan des plus incorrects dans le MS. de Fuentes.” Brasseur de Bour-
bourg, Hist. Nat. (iv., tom. ii., pp. 119, 504.  Mention of the ruins in /d.,
Palenqué, p. 34. Huehuetenango, in Lat. 157 28" 15", Long. 91° 36" 50

Wappaus, (feog. w. Stat., p. 288. Engravings of four vases copied from
Stephens, in Larenaudiére, Mex. et Guat., p. 379, pl. 14
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RUINS IN RABINAL VALLEY. 131
helong to the class of those occupied by the natives,
chiefly Cakchiquels, at the time of the conquest, most
of them being the remains of fortresses or fortified
towns, built on strong natural positions at the river-
mouths, guarding tlw entrance to fertile valleys.

Opposite the lnnuth of the River Rabinal, where
the Pacalah empties into the Chixoy, or Usumacinta,
are the ruins of Cawinal, visited l)v the Abbé Bras-
seur in 1856, and by hnn 1>mnnumul the finest 1n
Vera Paz. They are situated on both sides of the
stream 1n a fine mountain-girt valley, the approach to
which was guarded by a long line of fortifications,
pyramidal nmum]s, and watch-towers, whose remains
may yet be seen. Among these structures is a pyra-
mid of two terraces, forty feet high, ascended by a
stairway of three th«rht\ with the ruined walls of
three small l)mltlmtm on its summit. Near many of
the old towns, *\]N(HH\' in the Rabinal district
tumuli utUuu/, red houses’—very like in form and
material to those of the Mississippt Valley are said to
be numerous.*

Besides the ruins actually seen and vaguely de
scribed, there are reports of others. The I»l'n\'in('n' 18
larce and comparatively unexplored, its people wild
and independent, and both have ever been to travelers
the object of much myysterious (ull]utlll(‘ mereasing
m intensity as the northern region of Peten 1s ap-
proached. In 1850 Mr Squier wrote, ‘“there has
lately been discovered, in the province of Vera Paz

3% “J'ai moi-méme visité les ruines d'un grande nombre de ces villes et
chiateaux, dont les positions sont admirablement choisies® pour la défense;
il en existe sur presque toutes les hauteurs qui environnent la plaine
de Rabinal.  Elles sont, du reste, trés-nombreuses dans toutes les provinces
guat¢maliennes et sont une preuve de I'étendue de leur antique popula-
tion.” The chief one is one league west of Rabinal. Brasseur d: )

Sour-
bourq, Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. ii., p. 125 tuins of Cawinal, 7d

: 4 2 : 2 : » P 149
Mention of tumuli, Jd., tom. i., p. 15. Mention of ruins of Tzuruya, Tzu-

tum, Nimpokom, Cakyug, Zamaneb, and Salama. Id., tom. ii., pp. 479,
505-6.  Mention of Nebah, Uspantan, Rabinal, Cavinal, Xeocok, :un& Nim
pokom. Wappaus, (Geog. w. Stat., pp. 288, 291.  The ruins located by Son
nenstern, Mapa de (Guat., 1859, proceeding from west to east, are as follows
Xolacul, Nebak, Hatzal, Suizul, Balbitz, Cavinal, Pacalay, Xokoe, Beleh

rak, Pikek, Xozintun, Trak Pocoma, Cakyug, Chocotoy

, Chotocoy, Ta
lam, Xubabal
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150 miles northeast of Guatemala, buried in a dense
f()l‘cﬂt, and far from any settlements, a ruined city, sur-
passing Copan or Palenque in extent and magnificence,
and displaying a degree of art to which none of the
structures of Y umtan can lay claim.”™ The cura of
Santa Cruz had once lived in Coban, some forty miles
north of Rabinal, and four leagues from there he

aimed to have seen an andknt city as large as Utat
lan, its palace being still entire at the time of his
visit.®  One Leon de Pontelli claims to have traveled
extensively in these parts in 1859, and to have discov-
ered many ancient and remarkable ruins of great
cities, at points impossible to locate, somewhere l})()llt,
the confines of Vera Paz and Peten. Pontelli is not
regarded as a trustworthy explorer, and no positive
information whatever 18 to be' obtained from his
account.” ‘

Not only are cities in ruins reported to exist, but
also somewhere in this region, four days’ |(>lllll( y from
Utatlan towards \[c\lm, an mlmlntml city 1 1 all its
aboriginal magnificence is said to be visible, far out on
the plain, from the summit of a lofty sierra. The cura
of Santa Cruz before mentioned had gazed upon its
glittering turrets and had heard from the natives tra
ditions of 1ts splendor, and the failure of all attempts
on the part of white men to approach its walls for the
purpose of a closer examination. One other man had
the courage to climb the sierra, but on the day chosen
for the ascent the city was rendered invisible h\ mists.
The intelligence and general reliability of the good
cura inclined Mr ht(pluns to put some faith in the
accuracy of his report; others, howe \c , not without
reason, are sceptical about the matter.

Annual Seien. Discov., 1850, pp. 363—4.

38 \h[;/u/n Cent. Amer., vol. ii., p. 193
3 Pontelli’s account with some plates was published in the Correo de
Ultramar, Paris, 1860. I have not seen the original, but what purports to
be a translation of it in the California Farmer, Nov. 7, 1862, is the veriest
trash, containing nothing definite respecting the location or description of
the pretended discoveries.

0 Stephens’ Cent. Amer., vol. ii., pp. 195-7; Id., Yuc., vol. ii., p. 201
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PROVINCE OF PETEN., 133
Leaving the lofty highlands of Vera Paz, we de-
scend northward to the province of Peten, a compara-
tively low region whose central portion is occupied by
several large lakes. It is in this lake region chiefly
that antiquities have been brought to light by the few
travelers who have penetrated this far-off country,
less known, perhaps, than any other portion of Cen-
tral America. The Spaniards found the Itzas, a Maya
branch from Yucatan, established here, their capital,
Tayasal, a city of no small pretensions to magnifi-
cence, being on an_ island now known as Remedios, in
Lake Itza, or Peten, where the town of Flores i1s now
situated. Flores 1s built indeed on the ruins of the
aboriginal city, which, however, has left no relics of
sculpture or architecture to substantiate the Spanish
accounts of its magnificent structures, which included
twenty-one adoratorios. Rude earthen figures and
vessels are, however, occasionally exhumed ; and M.
Morelet heard of one vase of some hard transparent
material, very beautifully formed and ornamented.
This relic had passed into the hands of a Tabascan
merchant.  Sr Fajardo, commissioner to establish the
boundary between Mexico and Guatemala, furnished
to Sr 1. R. Gondra drawings of some nacas, or small
idols, found in the Peten graves. Sr Gondra pro-

nounces them similar to those of Yucatan as repre-
sented l)‘\' Stvplu'n.\'.“

‘Quant & I'existence d'une cité mystérieuse, habitée par des indigenes, qui
vivraient au centre du

Petén dans les mémes conditions d’autrefois, ¢’est
une croyance qu'il faut reléguer parmi les fantaisies de 'imagination. Ce
conte a pris naissance au Yucatan, et les voyageurs en le recueillant, lui
ont donué trop d'importance.” Morelet, Voyage, tom. ii., p. 68 Mr Otis,
on the authority of a late English explorer, believes the city to be a lime-
stone formation which has misled. Hust. Mag., vol. vi., p. 120. “We must
reject the notion of great cities existing here." Squier, in Id., vol. iv., p. 67.
Its existence not improbable. Mayer's Mex. as it was, p. 263. Such reports
unfounded. Brasseur de Bourbourg, Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. i., p. 37

U Morelet, l’u]/u(qr'_ tom. ii., pp. 65-8, 26. M. Morelet, ‘r_\ reason of
sickness, was unable to make any personal explorations in Peten beyond
the island

He has preserved, however, some native reports respecting the
antiquities of the region

‘On trouve dans tout ce pays des ruines d'an-
ciens édifices, comme dans le Yucathan, et des idoles en pierre.” Nouvelles
Annales des Voy., 1843, tom. xcvii,, p. 5. ‘Por aquellos montes ay
muchos edificios antiguos grandiosos (como lo que oy se ven en Yucathan)
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On the north side of the lake is the small town of
San José, and a spot two days’ journey south-eastward
from here—although this would, according to the
maps, carry us back across the lake—is given as the
locality of three large edifices buried in the forest,
called by the natives Casas Grandes. All we know
of them rests on the report of an Indian chief, who

ras induced by M. Morelet to depart from the char-
acteristic reserve and secrecy of his race respecting the
works of the antiguos; consequently the statement
that the buildings are covered with sculptures in high
relief, closely analogous to those of Palenque, must
be accepted with some allowance.”

Two days eastward of Lake Peten, on the route to
Belize, is the lake of Yaxhaa, Yachd, or Yasja, one
of the isles in which is said to be covered with ddébris
of former structures. Col. Galindo, who visited the
locality in 1831, is the only one who has written of
the ruins from personal observation, and he only de-
scribes one structure, which he terms the most remark-
able of all. This is a tower of five stories, each nine
feet high, each of less length and breadth than the one
below 1it, and the lower one sixty-six feet square. No
doors or windows appear in the four lower stories,
although Galindo, from the hollow sound emitted
under blows, supposed them not to be solid. A stair-
way seven feet wide, of steps each four inches high,
leads up to the base of the fifth story on the west, at

y en ellos muy grandes Idolos de piedra.” Cogolludo, Hist. Yuc., p. 700
‘It is doubtful if any monuments of note exist in the district, except
on the islands, or in the immediate neighborhood of the lakes.” Squier's
Cent. Amer., pp. 543-5.  Mention in ”’:I/;Lmu,v, Geog. w. Stat., p. 295; Hum
boldt, in Nouvelles Annales des Voy., 1827, tom. xxxv., p. 329. ‘Il n’existe
dans cette ile aucuns vestiges d'idoles ni de temples.” Waldeck, Voy. Pitt.,
'H‘ 69-70.  Many relics and remains of idols still to be found on the
wland. Hassel, Mex. Guat., p. 359; Malte-Brun, Précis de la (iéog., tom
vi., p. 470; Morelet's Trav., pp. 240-2; Gondra, in Prescott, Mex., tom. ii.,
). 98.
: 4 ‘Les Indiens, on le sait, se montrent trés réservés sur tout ce qui
touche & leur ancienne nationalité: quoique ces ruines fussent connues d'un
grand nombre d’entre eux, pas un n'avait trahi le secret de leur existence.’
Morelet, Voyage, tom. ii., pp. 66-7; Id., Trav., pp. 241-2; Squier, in Hist
Mag., vol. iv., p. 66; Wappaus, Geog. u. Stat., p. 295.
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which point, as on the opposite eastern side, is an en-
trance only high enough for a man to crawl through
on hands and knees. This upper story is divided into
three apartments communicating with each other by
means of low doors, and now roofless, but presenting
signs of having been originally covered with the
overlapping arch. The whole structure is of hewn
stone laild in mortar, and no traces of wood remain.
It is evident that this building is entirely different
from any other monuments which we have thus far
met in our progress northward, and further north we
shall meet few 1f any of a similar nature. So far as
the data are sufficient to justify conclusions, this may
safely be classed with the older remains at Copan and
Quirigua, rather than with the more modern Quiché-
(‘akchiquel structures. There are no means of deter-
mining with any degree of accuracy whether these
buildings of Yaxhaa were the work of the Itzas or of
a more ancient branch of the Maya people.®
About forty miles north-east from the eastern end
of Lake Peten, in the foothills of the mountains, but
i a locality inaccessible from the direction of the
lake except in the dry season, from January to June,
are the ruins of Tikal, a name signifying in the Maya
language ‘destroyed palaces.” So dry is the loeality,
however, during this dry season, that water must be
carried in casks, or thirst quenched with the juice of a
peculiar variety of reed that grows in the region. A
more thorough search might reveal natural wells,
which supplied water to the ancient inhabitants, as
was the case further north in Yucatan. The ruined
structures of Tikal are I‘('Iml'tml to extend over a
space of at least a league, and they were discovered,
although their existence had been previously reported
8 Galindo, in ;Inhr/A Mex., tom. i., div. ii., p. 68; Squier, in Hist. Mag.,

vol. iv., p. 66. Mr Squier says the tower is 22 feet square at the base, instead
of 22 paces as (;ullm‘n gives it. He does not state the anthority on which
his description rests; it seems, however, in other respects to be simply a
reproduction of Galindo’s account, which is also repeated in Squier's Cent
Amer., pp. 544-5.  Slight mention in Morelet, Voyage, tom. ii., p. 66; Id.,
Irav., p. 240; Wappaus, Geog. u. Stat., p. 295
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by the natives, in 1848, by Governor Ambrosio Tut
and Colonel Modesto Mendez. From the pen of the
latter we have a written description accompanied by
drawings.* Unfortunately I have not been able to
examine the drawings made by Sr Mendez, whose text
is brief and, in some respects, unsatisfactory.

The chief feature at Tikal is the occurrence of many
valaces or temples of hewn stone in mortar, on the
summit of hills usually of slight elevation. Five of
these are specially mentioned, of which three are to
some extent described. The first is on a hill about
one hundred and forty feet high, natural like all the
rest so far as known, but covered in many places with
masonry. A stairway about seventy feet wide leads
up to the summit, on which stands a lofty stone pal-
ace, or tower, seventy-two by twenty-four feet at the
base and eighty-six feet high, facing the east. The
walls of the lower portion, or what may be regarded
as the first story, are plain and coated with a hard
cement. There is a niche five or six feet deep in the
front, covered on the interior with paintings and hiero-
glyphics, and furnished with wooden rings at the top,
as 1f for the suspension of curtains. At this point an
attempt to penetrate to the interior of the structure
showed the lower story to be solid, filled with earth
and stones. The upper story has an ornamented and
sculptured front, and there are ruins of a fallen bal-
cony, or more probably a staircase which formerly led

4 Col. Mendez, whom Gov. Tut preceded at Tikal by a day or two only,
visited the ruins as commissioner of the Guatemalan government, to w hich,
after a stay of four days, he made a report. This report, so far as I know,
was never published in the original Spanish; but the MS. fell into the
hands of Mr Hesse, Prussian envoy to the Central American govern-
ments, and was by him translated into German and published with the
plates in the Zeitschrift fur Allgemeine Erdkunde, 1853, tom. i., ptiii., pp.
162-8.  This translation, without the plates, and with some slight omis-
sions of unimportant details respecting the journey, was also published in
Sivers, Mittelamerika, pp. 247-54, 304-8, with notes by Messrs Hesse and
Sivers. This is the source of my information. Mendez revisited Tikal in
1852, without obtaining any additional information of value so far as I
know. The ruins are mentioned and more or less fully described, always
from the same source, in Muller, Amerikanische Urreligionen, pp. 460-2;
Buschmann, Ortsnamen, pp. 115-17; Ritter, in Gumprecht, tom. i., p. 3;

Wappaus, Geog. u. Stat., pp. 247, 295.
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up to the entrance. Nothing is said of the interior of
the upper portion. The second structure is of the
same dimensions as the first, and is built on a hill op-
posite, or eastward, which seems, however, to have no
steps upon its sides. It is much damaged and fallen,
but several of its rooms are well preserved, having
the triangular-arched roof of overlapping stones, walls
decorated with paintings and hieroglyphics, and corri-
dors six and a half feet wide and over one hundred
feet long, with windows, or air-holes, two and a half
by four feet. The walls are nearly seven feet thick,
and the top of the doorway at the entrance is of
rough zapote beams. The third palace differs in no
respect from the others, except that the zapote archi-
trave of the chief entrance 1s carved in ornamental
and hieroglyphic figures. In a kind of a court at the
foot of the hill in front of the first palace were found
eleven stone 1dols from five to six feet high. Three
of the number stood on large round stone disks, or
pedestals.  About twenty of these disks, without
idols, were also found, seven or eight of which bore
indistinct medallion figures sculptured m low relief,
and the rest were rough and apparently unfinished.
Three oval stone disks were also dug out, as implied
by Mendez’ text, from the excavation under the first
palace, although 1t 1s difficult to explain the presence
of sculptured relics in such a situation. One of the
stones measured five and a half by four by five and a
half feet, and bore on one side the figure of a woman
with decorated robe. The second bore the outlines
of a supposed god, and the third a figure which the
explorer profoundly concludes to have represented an
eagle or a snake, but which may perhaps be taken for
some other insect.  On the road, just before reaching
the ruins, fragments of pottery were noticed, and Gov-
ernor Tut had also seen the figure of a bull well cut
from stone lying on the bank of a lagoon some eight
miles distant. It 1s evident that at or near Tikal
was formerly a large city, and when we consider the
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extent and importance of the ruins, the preceding de-
scription unaccompanied by plates may seem meagre
and unsatisfactory. But after a pcruaal of the follow-
ing chapter on the ruins of Yucatan, the reader will
not fail to form a clear idea of those at Tikal; since
all that we know of the latter indicates clearly their
identity in style and in hieroglyphics with numerous
monuments of the peninsula further north. It is
therefore very probable that both groups are the
work of the same people, executed at approximately
the same epoch.

Colonel Mendez, while on his way to visit Tikal
for the second time in 1852, accidentally discovered
two other groups of ruins in the neighborhood
Dolores, south-eastward from Lake Peten and
about the same distance from the lake as Tikal. One
group 1s south-east and eight miles distant from Do-
lores, and the other the same distance north-west.
The former is called by the natives Yxtutz, and the
latter Yxcum. There seem to have been made a de-
scription and some drawings of the Dolores remains,
which I have not seen. Traces of walls are men-
tioned and monoliths sculptured in high relief, with
figures resembling those at Copan and Quirigua rather
than those at Tikal, although the hieroglyphics are pro-
nounced 1dentical with those of the latter monuments.
Other relics are the figure of a woman dressed in a
short nagua of feathers about the waist, fitting closely

and showing the form of the leg; and a collection of

sculptured blocks upon a round disk, on which are
arved hieroglyphics and figures of the sun and moon
with a prostrate human form before them.

Near by on the Belize River is a cave in which
several idols were discovered, probably brought here
by the natives for conc ealment.® There are found in
the early Spanish annals of this region some accounts

4 Hesse, in Sivers, Mittelamerika, pp. 254-5, 308-9; Buschmann, Orts-
namen, pp. 115-16; U appaus, Geog. u. Stat., p. ."i) \Iu//«r Amerikanische
Urreligionen, p. 460.
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of inhabited towns in this vicinity when the conquer-
ors first came, of

which these ruins may be the
remains.

[ close the chapter on Guatemalan anti-
quities with two short quotations, embodying all I
have been able to find respecting the ancient monu-
ments of the English province of Belize, on the At-
lantic coast eastward from Peten. ‘“About thirty
miles up the Balize River, contiguous to its banks are
found, what in this countryare denominated the Indian-
hills. These are small eminences, which are supposed
to have been raised by the aborigines over their dead;
human bones, and fragments of a coarse kind of earth-
en-ware, being frequently dug from them. These In-
dian-hills are seldom discovered but in the immediate
vicinity of rivers or creeks,” and were therefore, per-
haps, built for refuge in time of floods. “The foot of
these hills i1s regularly planted round with large stones,
and the whole may perhaps be thought to bear a very
strong resemblance to the ancient barrows, or tumul,
so commonly found in various parts of England.”*
“T learned from a young Frenchman that on this
plantation (New Boston) are Indian ruins of the same
character as those of Yucatan, and that idols and other
;m(iqllitivs have often been found there.”*

596-7

6 I{enderson’s Honduras, pp. 52-3; repeated in Squier’s Cent. Amer., pp.
y PI y Tef q ’

47 Froebel's Cent. Amer., p. 167.




CHAPTER V.
ANTIQUITIES OF YUCATAN.

YUCATAN, THE COUNTRY AND THE PEOPLE—ABUNDANCE OF RUINED
CITIES — ANTIQUARIAN EXPLORATION OF THE STATE — CENTRAL
GROUP—UXMAL—HISTORY AND BIBLIOGRAPHY— WALDECK, STEPH-
ENS, CATHERWOOD, NORMAN, FRIEDERICHSTHAL, AND CHARNAY

CASA DEL GOBERNADOR, LAS MoNJas, EL ApIviNo, PYRAMID,

AND GYMNASIUM—KABAH, NOHPAT, LABNA, AND NINETEEN OTHER
RUINED CITIES—EASTERN GROUP; CHICHEN ITZA AND VICINITY

NORTHERN GROUP; MAYAPAN, MERIDA, AND [ZAMAL—SOUTHERN

GROUP; LABPHAK, ITURBIDE, AND MACOBA—EASTERN CoAsT; Tu-

WESTERN COAST; MAXCANU, JAINA, AND CAM-

LOOM AND COZUMEL
PYRAMIDS

PECHE—GENERAL FEATURES OF THE YUCATAN RELICS
AND STONE BUILDINGS—LIMESTONE, MORTAR, STUCCO, AND WoOD

THE TRIANGULAR ARCH—SCULPTURE, PAINTING, AND HIERO-
GLYPHICS —R0OADS AND WELLS—COMPARISONS—ANTIQUITY OF THE
MONUMENTS—CONCLUSIONS.

North of the bay of Chetumal on the Atlantic, the
Laguna de Terminos on the gulf of Mexico, and lati-
tude 17° 50" in the interior, lies the peninsula of
Yucatan, one of the few exceptions to the general
direction of the world’s peninsulas, projecting north
eastwardly from the continent, its form approximately
a parallelogram whose sides measure two hundred and
fifty miles from north to south and two hundred from
east to west. Its whole surface, so far as known to
geographers, may be termed practically a level plain
only slightly elevated above the level of the sea. The
coast for the most part, and especially in the north, is

(140)

lc
hq
al
he
Wi
th
hil
f'l‘()
of
Yu
hei
lt'l'zl
the
Caj
cult
Cha
capi
whic
its |
ming
acros
the v
this ¢
penin
west
traces
neath
remar
tan.
:l,ung
:1[)'»«';1]'
\\'lnm'
the on
iﬂ :t}'.\'(
Octobe
sandy,
pr ’]';‘rt
ardent 1
”H‘ l(;“



'INED
TRAL
FEPH-
RNAY
AMID,
ITHER
ITY
HERN
: Tu-
CAM-
‘MIDS
YooD
IERO-
THE

the
lati-
v of
eral
rth
tvl)'
and
rom
1 to
lain
['he

1, 18

PHYSICAL FEATURES OF YUCATAN. 141
low, sandy, and barren, with few indentations affording
harbors, and correspondingly few towns and cities of
any importance. Crossing the narrow coast region,
however, we find the interior fertile and heavily
wooded. While there are no mountains that deserve
the name, yet there are not entirely wanting ranges of
hills to break up and diversify by their elevation of
from two hundred to five hundred feet the monotony
of a dead level. Chief among these is the Sierra de
Yucatan, so called, an offshoot of the southern Peten
heights, branching out from the great central Cordil
lera. It stretches north-eastward nearly parallel with
the eastern coast to within some twenty-five miles of
Cape Catoche. Another line of hills on the opposite
gulf coast extends from the mouth of the River
Champoton, also north-eastward, toward Mérida, the
capital of the state, about thirty miles south-west of
which place it deflects abruptly at right angles from
its former direction, and with one or two parallel
minor ranges exte mla south-eastward at least half-way
across the state. At some ]Nllu(l t'u»]mm (l“\ recent
the waves of ocean and gulf (]uuhtl« 88 beat against
this elbow-shaped sierra, tht,n the coast barrier of the
peninsula; since the country lying to the north and
west presents everywhere i its limestone formation
traces of 1ts comparatively late emergence from be-
neath the sea. The lack of water on the surface is a
remarkable feature in the physical geography of Yuca-

tan. There are no rivers, and the few small streams

along the coast extend but few miles inland and dis-
appear as a rule in the dry season. One small lake,
whose waters are strongly impregnated with salt, is
the only body of water in the broad interior,
is absolutely destitute of

October of ¢
sandy,

which
streams. From June
ach year rain falls in torrents, and the
calcareous soll seems to possess a wonderful
property of retaining the stored-up moisture, since the
ardent rays of the tm[uml sun beating down tlnnmrh
the long rainless summer months,

to

rarely succeed 1
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parching any portion of the surface into any approach
to the stenlity of a desert. The summer tempera-
ture, although high, 18 modified by sea-breezes from
the east and wust mmcqucntly the heat is less op-
pressive and the climate on the whole more healthful
than in any other state of the American tierra caliente.
The inhabitants, something over half a million in num-
ber, of whom a very large proportion are full-blooded
natives of the Maya race, are a quiet and peaceful
though brave people, living simply on the products of
the soil and of the forest, and each community taking
but little interest in the affairs of the world away from
their own immediate neighborhood. They made a
brave but vain resistance to the progress Nof foreign
conquerors, and have since lived for the most part in
quiet subjection to the power of a dominant race and
the priests of a foreign faith, having lost almost com-
pletely the ambitious and haughty spirit for which
they were once noted, and forgotten practically the
greatness of their civilized ancestors. Since throwing
off the power of Spain, they have passed through
four or five revolutions,—a noteworthy record when
compared with that of other Spanish American states
by which Yucatan has passed successively to and
fro from the condition of an independent republic to
that of a state in the Mexican Republic, to which
now belongs. Except the northern central portion,
which contains the capital and principal towns, and
which 1tself, outside of Mérida and the route to the
coast, 18 only comparatively well known through the
writings of a few travelers, and except also some of
the ports along the coast visited occasionally by trad-
ing vessels of various nations, Yucatan is still essen-
tially a terra incognita. It was more thoroughly
explored by the \]nm\h soldiers and priests 1 in_ the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries than at any sub-
sequent time. The eastern interior and the southern
bordering on the Guatemalan province of Peten are
especially unexplored, little or nothing being known
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sach of the latter district away from the trails that lead

Jera- southward, one to Bacalar, the other to Lake Peten,

from trodden by the feet of few but natives during the last
op- two centuries.

hful Yucatan presents a rich field for antiquarian explo-
nte. ration, furmishing perhaps finer, and certainly more

jum- numerous, specimens of ancient .1lmntrnml architecture,
oded sculpture, and painting than have been discove red In
seful any other section of America. The state is litefally
ts of dotted, at least in the northern central, or best known,

king portions with ruined edifices and cities. I shall have
from occasion to mention, and describe more or less fully,
ie a in this chapter, such ruins in between fifty and sixty
elon different localities.! While these monuments, how-
t in ever, are the most extensive and among the best pre-
and served within the lumits of the Pacific States, they
cOM- were yet among the last to be brought to the knowl-
hich edge of the modern world. In the voyages, made
- the early in the sixteenth century, which immediately pre-
wing ceded the conquest of Mexico by the Spaniards, Cor-
yugh dova, Grijalva, and Cortés touched at various points
vhen along the Yucatan coast, and were amazed to find

tates there on the borders of a new world which they had
zm(l All[»[mswl to be (M‘('lll\it‘(l (,‘X('lllsi\'t'l_\' ]»\ ll;ll‘l);il‘i;xllx, a
ic to civilized people who served their gods and kept their
h 1t idols i lofty stone temples. But their stay was

tion, brief and they pursued their way northward, bent on

and
tll(‘ 1 ‘Le sol de l'\‘m‘;'u‘nn est encore, aujourd’hui, pur_,-wnu“ d’innombrables

! ruines, dont la magnificence et I'étendue frappent d'¢tonnement les voy-
Hl(‘ ageurs; de toutes parts, ce ne sont que collines pyramidales, surmontées
d'¢difices superbes, des villes dont la grandeur «’-Ihnml 'imagination, tant

elles sont multiplices et se touchent de pres, sur les chemins publics: enfin
tl'i\ll' on ne saurait faire un H»m sans rencontrer des débris qui attestent & la fois
limmensité de la population antique du Maya et la longue prospérité dont

1€ of

38€1- cette contrée jouit sous ses rois.”  ‘Nulle terre au monde ne présente au-
ohly Jourd’hui un champ si fécond aux recherches de 'archéologue et du voya-
= I geur.” Brasseur de Bourbourg, Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. ii, pp. 20, 24. ‘A

the peine y a-t-il dans I'Yucatan une ville, une bourgade, une¢ maison de cam-
sub- pagne qui n'offre n]:ms ses constructions des restes de pierres sculptées qui
§ ont été enlevées d'un ancien édifice.  On peut compter plus de douze em-
}I(‘l'!l placements couverts de vastes ruines.” Friederichsthal, in Nowvelles An-

nales des Voy., 1841, tom. xcii., pp. 300-1. ‘Elle est, pour ainsi dire, jonchée
de ruines.  Partout, dans cette partie de I'Amérique, la pocsie des souvenirs
1OWI parle & I'inagination.” Larenaudiére, Mex. et Guat., p. 320

1 are
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the conquest of the richer realms of Montezuma. The
excitement of the conquest and the new wonders be-
held in Andhuac blotted practically from the popular
mind all memory of the southern tower-temples, al-
though their discovery was recorded in the diaries of
the expeditions, from which and from verbal descrip-
tions accounts were inserted in the works of the
standard historians of the Indies. Later, in the mid-
dle of the century, when the turn came for Yucatan
to be overrun with soldiers, stone temples had become
too familiar sights to excite much attention; yet the
chroniclers of the time included in their annals some
brief descriptions of the heathen temples destroyed
for the glory of the white man’s god; and the Yucatan
]mt,mmm of the following century, Landa, Cogolludo,
and Villagutierre Soto-Mayor, desc nlwl and pe lwnall\
visited some of the ruins. These earlier accounts
have been utilized in delineating the state of archi-
tectural art among the Mayas in a preceding volume,
and they will also be used somewhat extensive ly as
illustrative material in the following pages. Since
t11<-~< early times the ruins, shrouded by a dense trop-

cal vegetation, have lain untenanted and unknown,
save to the peaceful inhabitants of the northern (uul
more thickly settled portions of the state, who have
from time to tine become aware of their existence
accidentally while in search of water or a favorable
locality for a milpa, or cornfield. Only a few of the
forty-four ruined towns explored by Mr Stephens were
known to exist by the people of Mérida, the state
capital.

Since 1830 the veil has been lifted from the prin-
cipal ruins of ancient Maya works by the rescarches
of Zavala, Waldeck, Stephens, Catherwood, Norman,

Friederichsthal, and Charnay. A general account nf

the Alltl(lu.unn v\l)lnmtmns and writings of these
gentlemen is given in the appended note,” details and

2 The earliest modern account of Yucatan .\nlhknilim with which I am

acquainted is that written by Sr Lorenzo de Zavala, Ambassador of the Mex-
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notices of additional visitors to particular localities
I»(‘ill}: reserved until I come to .\]N'.’ll{ of those locali-
ties. It will be noticed that all the authors men
tioned who write from actual observation, have contined
their observations to from one to four ot” the ]n‘in(‘ilml
ruins, whose existence was known previous to their
visits, excepting Messrs Stephens and Catherwood.
These gentlemen boldly left the beaten track and
brought to the knowledge of the world about forty
ruined cities whose very existence had been previously
unknown even to the residents of the larger cities

ican Government in France, and published in Antiquités Mexicaines, tom
i, div. il pp. 33-5. Sr Zavala visited Uxmal several yvears before 1834
His communication gives a tolerably good general idea of the ruins, but it
is brief, unaccompanied by drawings, and relates only to one city. It iy
therefore, of little value when compared with later and more extensive
works on the subject, and is mentioned in this note only as being the earli
est account extant.  Yet long before Zavala's visit, Padre Thomas de Soza,
a Franciscan friar of the convent of Mérida, had observed the ruins during
his frequent trips through the provinee, and he gave a slight account of
them to Antonio del Rio, who mentioned it in his Deserip. of an Ancient
City, pp. 6-8

M. Frédérie de Waldeck, a French artist, visited Uxmal in 1835 during
a short tour in the peninsula, and published the result of his labors in his
Voyage Pittoresque et Archéologique dans la Provinece d'Yueatan, Paris,
1833, large folio, with 22 steel plates and lithographic illustrations. M. de
Waldeck became in some way obnoxious to the Mexican Government,
which threw some obstacles in his way, and finally confiscated his draw
ings, of which he had fortunately made copies. Waldecek in his
ahuses the government and the peo
ably eriticised

turn
le, and has consequently heen unfavor
k (]l‘\lﬂlrllulh, however, tested l’.\ the
work of later visitors under better auspices, are remarkable for their accu-
racy so far as they relate to antiquities.

His drawings gn
g

The few errors discovetable in his
K may be attributed to the ditticulty of exploring alone and unaided
ruins enveloped ina dense tropical forest.  *Supplied with pecuniary aid
by munificent and learned Irish peer.” (Lord ﬁ\'in:Jmmn;h ) Forcign
Quar, Rev., vol. xviii., p. 251 ‘Waldeck, aumentando ¢ disminuyendo
antojadizacy caprichosamente sus obras, las hace participar, en todos senti-
dos, de Tas no muy acreditadas cualidades de veridico, imparcial y concien-
zudo que aqui le conocieron.” M. F. P., in Registro Yucateco, tom. i., p
362

Mr. John L. Stephens, accompanied by Fred. Catherwood, artist, at the
end of an antiquarian expedition through Central America, arrived at Ux
mal in 1840, and began the work of surveying the city, but the sickness of
Mr Catherwood compelled them to abandon the survey when but little
progress had been made and return abruptly to New York. The results of
their incomplete work were published in Stephens’ Cent. Amer., N. Y.,
1841, vol. 11

Mr B. M. Norman, a resident of New Orleans, made a flying visit to
Yucatan from December to March, 1841-2, and published as a result Ram
bles in Yucatan, N. Y., 1843, illustrated with cuts and lithographs.  Ac-
cording to the Registro Yucateco, tom. i., p. 372, this trip was merely a
Yor. IV. 10
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146 ANTIQUITIES OF YUCATAN.

of the very state in whose territory they lie.  With
a force of natives to aid in clearing away the forest,
Mr Stephens spent ten months in surveying, and Mr
Catherwood in sketching with the aid of a daguerrean
camera, the various groups of ruined structures.  The
accuracy of both survey and drawings is unquestioned.
The visit of these explorers was the first, and has thus
far proved in most cases the last. The wrecks of Maya
architecture have been left to slumber undisturbed
their forest winding-sheet. “For a brief space the
stillness that reigned around them was broken, and

successful speculation on the part of Norman, who collected his material
in haste from all available sources, in order to take advantage of the public
interest excited by Stephens' travels. However this may be, the work is
not without value in connection with the other authorities. * The result of
a hasty visit.” Mayer's Mex. Aztee, ete., vol. ii., p. 172.. The work ‘n’est
qu'une compilation sans mérite et sans intérét.” Morelet, Voyage, tom. i,
p. 150. *A valuable work.” Davis' Antig. Amer., p. 12. *‘By which the
public were again astonished and delighted.” Frost's Pict. Hist. Mer.,
p. 77. Norman's work is very highly spoken of and reviewed at length,
with numerous quotations and two plates, in the Democratic Review, vol
xi., pp. H29-38

Mr Stephens arrived in New York on his return from his Central Amer
ican tour in July, 1840, having left Yucatan in June. ‘About a year’ after
his return he again sailed for Yucatan on October 9th and remained until
the following June. This is all the information the author vouchsafes
touching the date of his voyage, which was probably in 1841-2) Stephens
and Norman being therefore in the country at the same time; the latter
states, indeed, that they were only a month apart at Zayi.  Stephens’ work
is called Ineidents of Travel in Yuecatan, N. Y., 1843. () (K« quoted in
this work, N. Y., 1858.) The drawings of this and of the previous expe
dition were published, with a descriptive text by Stephens, under the title of
Catherwood's Views of Ancient Monwments in Central America, N. Y,
1844, large folio, with 25 colored lithographic plates. Stephens’ account
was noticed, with quotations, by nearly uIH the reviews at the time of ity
appearance, and has been the chief source from which all subsequent writ
ers, including myself, have drawn their information. His mﬂlmlmn of
movable Yucatan relies was unfortunately destroyed by fire with Mr
Catherwood’s panorama in New York. Crities are almost unanimous in
praise of the work.  “‘Malgré quelques imperfections, le livre restera tou
jours un ouvrage de premier nnllw pour les voyageurs et les savants.” Bras-
seur de Bourbourg, Esquisses, p. 7. ‘Stephens y Catherwood, por
cjemplo, sin separarse de {u verdad de los originales, los copia el uno, y los
describe el otro con exactitud, criterio v buena f¢," M. F. ., in Reqgistro
Yucateco, tom. i., p. 362. ‘Ce que M. Stephens a montré de talent, de
science et de modestic dans ses narrations est au-dessus de toute apprécia
tion.” Dally, Races Indig., p. 14. Jones, Hist. Anc. Amer., criticises
Stephens’ conclusions, and his criticisms will be somewhat noticed in their
proper place. Bee also p. 82, note 14, of this volume

I'he Baron von Friederichsthal, an attaché of the Austrian Legation,
spent several months in an examination of Yucatan ruins, confining his atten
tion to Chichen Itza and Uxmal. He had with him a daguerreotype appa
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they were again left to solitude and silence. Time

and the (l(llll nts are hastening them to utter destrue-
tion. It has been the h»rtunu of the author to step
between them and the vntir«* destruction to which

they are destined; and it is his lmln- to snatch from

oblivion these perishing, but still gigantic memorials

“l\ Im]w ]l'l\ }N‘( )1 fll“\ re ‘l]
ized, and his book may be regarded as a mml(l both

as a journal of travel and ]n,mnml adventure and as
a record of antiquarian research. Mr Stephens 1s one
of the very few travelers who have been able to gaze

of a mysterious pe nl)lt'. g

ratus, and with its aid prepared many careful drawings. As to the date
of his visit it probably preceded those of Norman and Stephens, since
aletter by him, written \\‘Yllilvnn his return to Europe, is dated April 21,
1841.  This letter i~Jvrlnlwl in the Registro Yucateco, tom. ii., pp. 437-43,
and in the Dice. Univ.,, tom. x., pp. 200-3. It contains a very slight
general account of the ruins, which are spoken of as ‘hasta hoy descono-
4141 w," with much rambling speculation on their origin.  On his arrival in
Europe Friederichsthal was introduced by Humboldt to the Académic Roy-
ale des Inseriptions et Belles-Lettres, before which society he read a paper on
his discoveries on October 1, 1841, which paper was furnished by the author
for the Nouvelles Annales des Voy., 1841, tom. xcii., pp. 297-314, where it
was published under the title of Les Monuments de U'Yueatan. The author
proceeded to Vienna where he intended to publish a Jarge work with his
drawings, a work that so far as I know has never seen the light. ‘M
de Friederichsthal a souvent été inquiété dans ses recherches; les ignorants,
les superstiticux, les niais les regardaient comme
Noweelles Annales des Voy., 1841, tom. xcii., p. 304
In 1858 M. Désiré Charnay visited Izamal, Chichen Ttza, and Uxmal,
taking with him a photographic apparatus.  He succeeded
perfect views of many of the buildings,
title Cités et Ruines

dangereuses au pl\-'

in obtaining
which were published under the
Américaines, |1IIH 1863, in large folio. The text of
the work is in octavo form and includes a long illllmllll tion by M. Viollet-
e-Due, French Government Architect, occupied chiefly with speculation
and theories rather than descriptions. Charnay’s part of the text, although
vmost interesting journal of travels, is very brief in its descriptions, the
withor wisely referring the reader to the photographs, which are invaluable

alile
tests of the correctness of drawings made by other artists both in Yuca
tan and elsewhere.

See also a general notice of the ruins in Cogolludo, Hist. Yue
7, and in (,':;((/I'//f//_ Newe Welt

Amer

,”u 176
, p- 611; full account in Baldwin's Anc
, pp- 125-50, from Stephens; and brief accounts, made up from the
modern explorers, in Mayer's Mex. Aztec, cte., vol. ii., p\v 171-3, with cut
of an idol from Catherwood; Prichard’s Researches, vol. v., pp. 346-8;
Morelet, Voyage, tom. i., pp. 147, 1901-5, 269-72; Dally, Races }m/w/, P
14155 Warden, Recherches, pp. 68-9; Nouvelles Annales des Voy., 1843,
tom. xevii, pp. 36-50, from old Spanish authorities; Muller, Amerikanische
(IH////H!IN/I' pp 460, 462; A”l/%/r'u]:fw'tll, Jlrjtw:, tom. ii., lnt 1., }» 12;
Hassel, Mex. Guat., p. 267, Wappaus, (feog. u. Stat., pp 144, 247, Barid,
Merique, l) "H Hi Brasseur de Bourbourg, Hist. Nat ('u', tom. ii.,
ppe 20-315 Davis’ Antiq. Amer., pp. 512-30; ft/, Ed. 1847, p. 31; Larcnau
dicre, Mex. et GGuat., pp. 320-8; Uu in 1842, p. 75; Sivers, Mittelamerika,
pp. 227, 242-7, 303—4
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upon the noble monuments of a past civilization with-
out being drawn into a maze of absurd reasoning and
conjecture respecting their builders.  His conclugions,
if sometimes incorrect in the opinion of other anti
quarians entitled to a hearing in the matter, are never
groundless or rashly formed.

Notwithstanding the extent of Mr \‘t«*lihvn\" ex-
'lul ations, a ve ry l.um- [uut of Yucatan remains yet
lllltl(»(l(]( n by the antiquary’s foot. This is espec mll\
true in ~the east, except on the 1mmediate coast,
and in the south toward Guatemala. That extensive
ruins yet lie hidden in these unexplored regions, can
hardly be doubted ; indeed, it is by no means certain
that the grandest cities, even in the settled and par
tially e \pluu d part of the peninsula, have yet been
described ; but the uniformity of .\n(h as have been
I)l‘nll}_jllt to our l{]l(l\\'](’(l‘_:!' does not lead us to expect
new developments with respect to the nature, what
ever may be proved of the extent, of the Maya an-
ti(lllitiv.\'.

|’)_\' reason of the level surface of the ]wnill,\ll]:l,
uncut by rivers, and unbroken by mountain ranges,
the determination of the geographical position of it
ruins 1s reduced to a statement of distances and bear
inos.  The location of the chief cities 15 moreover
indicated on the map which accompanies this volume.”
With respeet to the order in which they are to be de
scribed there would be little eround for preference i
favor of any particular arrangement, were they all
-¢|u ally we Il known.  But this is not the case.  Two

r three of the principal cities have been carefully ex
amined, described, and sketched, and as for the rest,
only their points of contrast with the preceding have
been pointgd eut.  All that i1s known of most of the
ruins would be wholly unintelligible at the commence-

3 The best map of Yucatan, showing not only the country’s geograph-
ical features, but the location of all its ruins, is the Carte du Yucatan et des
régions voisines, compiled by M. Malte-Brun from the works of Owen, Bar
nett, Lawrence, Kiepert, Garcia y Cubas, Stephens, and Waldeck, and
published in Brasscur de Bourbourg, Palenqué, !'amh, 1866, pl. i., ii.
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GROUPS OF RUINS.

ment of my deseription, but will be found compara-
' further

on. Thus I am not only
ob l)uul to describe the best-known ruins first, but for
tunately these are also among the grandest (md most
tvpical of the whole, being, in fact, tln- very ones that

To tll”\ deseribe

a few and point out contrasts in the rest is the nn]\

method  of

avoiding a

very tiresome monotony

attempting to m.x]w known some hundreds of struc-
tures very like one to another in most of their details

as well as in their

general features.

The Hilllil;ll'ity

observed among the different monuments is a very
oreat advantage to the antiquarian student, since 1t

will enable me, if

[ mistake not,

to give tht' reader

in this chapter as clear an idea of the antiquities of

Yucatan,

notwithstanding their

any portion of the Pacific States.
For convenience in de \«nlmnn then, 1 divide the

ruins in the interior of the state into four groups ;
first that I may
which,
Kabah, and Labn4,
of the past i at least nineteen other localities:
little besides the
the northern group, 1

central aroup,
ruins of Uxmal,
castern

group,

[ mention Izamal,

l»l:u-wl
account with  Uxmal

‘ including
ruins at Chichen Itza;

\ ]\'1,“

M¢rida, and Mayapan;

great number,

) ln';‘in
besides the extensive
embraces relies

famous
n which
lel(l

the southern group, comprising five or six ruined towns

in the l'\'};iun of Tturbide.

;mtiwl.litic's discovered at various ]»(»illtS on the

and western coasts.

[ shall finally treat of the

castern

The parallel ranges of hills already spoken of as
extending half-way across the peninsula from north.

West

to south-cast contain within their enclosed val-

levs the ruins of the first group, more numerous than
in any other section of the state, and all comprised
within a parallelogram  whose sides would measure
about thirty and forty miles respectively.

Uxmal 18 the most north-western of the group,

latitude 20° 27" 30~

-

, thirty-f

ive miles south of

Munlu,

J

as of

the
lll.V

the
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160 ANTIQUITIES OF YUCATAN.

on a hacienda l)olon(ving, by a deed running back one
hundred and forty years, thirty-five years ago,—and
very likely still, as nal (\t‘lt\‘ mnl\ olmntrcs hands
in Spanish American countries,—to the Pu»n family,
and at one time cultivated by its owners as a corn-
field.* The derivation and meaning of the name Ux-

{ Fray Diego Lopez Cogolludo visited Uxmal at some time before the
middle of the seventeenth century, and describes the ruins to some extent
in his Historia de Yucathan, Mad., 1688, pp. 176-7, 1934, 197-S.  Padre
Thomas de Soza, about lTHOi, n'pnl'(ml to Antonio del Rio stone edifices cov
ered with stucco ornaments, known by the natives as Oxmutal, with statues
of men beating drums and dancing with palms in their hands, which he had
seen in histravels in Yucatan, and which are thought to be perhaps identical
with Uxmal, although the monuments are reported as being located twenty
leagues south of Mérida and may be quite as reasonably identified with some
other group. Rio’s Description, pp. 6-7. Zavala's visit to Uxmal at some
date previous to 1834 has already been spoken of in note 2. His account is
(‘u”w\ .\‘n/u'v sur les Monuments ' Ushmal, in Antiq. Mex., tom. i., div. ii.,
pp. 33-5. de Waldeck left Mérida for Uxmal on May 6, 1835, arrived at
the ruins on \l.\\ 12, where he spent some eight days, and was inte rrupted
in his work by the rainy season. Waldeck, lm/ i, pp. 67-74, 93-104,
and plates Mr Ste phens had W .ll(lwk'r« work with lmn at the time of his
second visit.  He says, Yucatan, vol. ). 297, ‘1t will be found that our
plans and drawings 411ﬂa 'r mate 1m|]\ fmm iis, but Mr Waldeck was not an
architectural dr: m"hhnmn vet the difference is only to be noted in a few
plates, and is not so m;m'riu as Mr Stephens’ words would imply.  Still,
where differences exist, I give Mr Stephens the preference, because, having
his predecessor’s drawings, his attention would naturally be called to all the
points of Waldeck’s survey. Mr Stephens says further, ‘It is proper to
say, morcover, that Mr Waldeck had much greater difliculties to encounter
than we, besides, he is justly entitled to the full credit of being the
first stranger who visited these ruins and brought them to the notice of the
l»nl»lu " Mr Stephens’ first visit was in June, 1840, during which he vis
ited the ruins from the hacienda three times, on June 20, 21, and 22, while
Mr Catherwood spent one day, the 21st, in making sketches. It was unfor
tunate that he was forced by Mr Catherwood’s illness to leave Uxmal, for
at this time the ground had been cleared of the forest and was planted with
corn; the occasion was therefore most favorable for a thorough exam
ination. Stephens’ Cent. Amer., vol. ii., pp. 413-35, with 3 plates. Mr
Norman, according to his journal, reached l\u- ruins, where he took up his
abode, on February 25, 1842, and remained until March 4, devoting thus
seven days or thereabouts to his survey.  His account is accompanied hy
several lithographic illustrations. Norman's Rambles in Yue., I'{ 154 67
Messrs Stephens and Catherwood arrived on their second visit on November
15, 1841, and remained until January 1, 1842, Mr Stephens meanwhile mak
ing two short trips away, one in search of ruins, the other to get rid of fever
and ague. It is remarkable that they found no traces of Mr Friederichs
thal’s visit, (Nourelles Annales des Voy., 1841, tom. xcii., pp. 306-9,) which
was probably in the same year. Stephens’ Yucatan, vol. i., pp. 163-325, vol
i, \»p 264-73, with many plates and cuts.  Padre Carrillo, cura of Ticul, with

icente Gareia Rejon, and D. José Maria Fajardo, visited the ruins in
March, 1845, and an account of the visit, <‘1|1|\<Nl)‘il|;7' but little information,
was published by L. G., in Registro Yuc., tom. 1., pp. 275-9. Another
account of a visit in the same ycar was published by M. F. P. in /d,
p. 361-70.  Mr Carl Bartholomaeus Heller spent two or three days at
{ xmal, April 6 to 9, 1847. His account is fouu«.l in Heller, Reisen, pp. 256
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mal,® like that of so many American cities of the past,
is unknown; 1t 18 even uncertain whether this was the
name of the city at all in the days of its original
greatness, or unl_\ an «ll)])(”(ltl()ll derived from that of
the hacienda on which it stands, in comparatively
modern times.  Waldeck and some other writers take
the latter view, identifying the ruins themselves with
the city of Itzalane, ancient capital of the Itzas, al-
llmu\rh the authorities indicate only very vaguely that
a city named Itzalane ever existed.  Brasseur de
Bourbouwrg, on the contrary, believes it to have been,
under 1ts present name of Uxmal, the capital of the
Tutul Xius in the ninth century; Mr \r.plun\ also
helieves that Uxmal was an mlmlntul city down to
the days of the conquest.® The ruins are situated 1

65. M. Charnay's visit was in 1858, and his efforts to obtain photographic
negatives and to fight the insects which finally drove him away, lasted eight
days. Charnay, Ruines Amér., pp. 362-80, pl. xxxv-xlix M. Brasseur
de Bourbourg was at Uxmal in 1865, and made a report, accompanied
by a [»I \n, \\hnh was published in the Archives de la Com. Seien. du Mex.,
tom. 1i., pp. 234, 254, as the author states in his Palengué, Introd., p. 24.
See fmlhvr on Uxmal: Description quoted from Stephens with unlimited
criticisms, italics, capitals, and exclamation points, in Jones' Hist. Ane.
Amer., pp. 86-105, 120; description from Waldeck and Stephens, with re-
marks on the city ~<n|| 'ln.ll state, in Brasseur de Bourboury, }/«\/ Nat. (v,
tom. ii., pp. 21= . and also w]l"lll accounts made up from one or more
of the aut 1m|lu~ulr< ady cited as mllu\\\ Muller, Amerikanische Urreli-
gionen, pp. 462, 483; Bradford’s Amer Antig., pp. 99-103, from Waldece
Baril, ‘/v./‘u/w', pp- 129-30, from Del Rio; Sivers, Mittelamerika, pp. 237
t1; Morelet, Voyage, tom. i., pp. 149-50, 193; Frost's Great Cities, pp.
268-81; Id., Pict. Hist. Mex., p. 80; Album, Mex., tom. i., pp. 203—4, the
last three including a moonlight view of the ruins, from Norman; Larenau-
diere, Mex. et (fuat , pp. 321-8, with plates from Waldeck; Baldwin's Ane.
Amer., pp. 131-7, \\n 1 «nH frnm Stephens; Foster's Pre-Hist. Races, pp.
208, 212-13, 302, 330, 398-9, from Stephens; Willson’s Amner. Hist., pp.
§2-6, with cuts, from Stephens; Armin, Das Heutige Mex., pp. 91-6, with
cuts, from Stephens; Id., Das Alte Mex., p. 97, Wappaus, (reog. u. Stat.,
p. 144 Muhlenpfordt, Mejico, tom ii., pt i, p. 12; Domenech’s Deserts,
vol., 1., p. bl; Hermosa, Enciclopedia, &’;n)-, 1857, pp. 176-7; Prescott's
Wer., vol. iii., pp. 412-13; Nouvelles Annales des Voy., 1843
pp. 36 7, 44

5 Pronounced ooshmahl.

6 Cogolludo sometimes writes the name Uxumual
possible de trouver une étymologie raisonnable & ce nom.” Brassewr de
Bourbourg, Hist. \'uf Civ., tom. 1i., p. 2. ‘Le nom d"Urmal signifie du
temps passé. 11 ne s'applique aux ruines que
sur le terrain de la hac I!'Il!l‘.l d'Uxmal.’ u/}ﬂ , Voy. Pitt., p. 68; Sivers,
Mittelamerika, p. 237. Possibly de rnwl from or and mal, meaning ‘three
|u1~~'|:n-~' n .\lz\_\':\. Heller, Reisen, P 255 ‘It was an existing inhabited

aboriginal town’ in 1556, \h/,/nn\ Yucatan, vol. ii., p. 272, Called Ormutal
by Soza, in Rio’s Description, p. 7.

, tom. xcvi,

‘Il nous a été im-

arce que celles-ci sont situées
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the foothills of one of the ranges mentioned, notwith-
standing which fact the locality seems to be one of
the most unhealthy in the state. Fever and ague,
especially during the rainy scason, and ravenous mos-
(lllitu,\' have ever been the chief obstacles encountered
by travelers.  The vegetation, although dense and of
the usual rapid growth, has been a lesser hindrance

here than i many other localities, by reason of the
ruins’ proximity to a hacienda and the frequent clear-
ines made.”

The exact extent of the ruins it is of course mmpossi-
ble to determine, since the whole region abounds with
mounds and heaps of débris scattered in every direc-
tion through the adjoming forest,* and belonging orig-
inally to Uxmal or to some city in its immediate
vicinity. A rectangular space, however, measuring in
general terms something over one third of a mile from
north to south and one fourth of a mile from ecast to
west would include all the principal structures.  The
annexed plan will show their arrangement within the
rectangle, as well as their ground forms and dimen-
sions more clearly than many pages of descriptive
text.  Except in a few instances | have not attempted
on the plan to represent the grades of the various ter-
races, which will be made clear i the text, but have
indicated the extent of their bases by dotted lines and
by the omission of the foliage which covers their sides
and platforms as well as the surrounding country.” [t

7 Lat. 30° 22” 86" ('), Longe. 47 33" west of Mérida.  ‘Une couche tre
mince d'une terre ferrugineuse recouvre le sol, mais disparait dans les en-
virons ot l'on n'apercoit que du sable.” Fricderichsthal, in - Nowrelles
Annales des Voy., 1841, tom. xeii., p. 306. 2 miles (German) west of Jala
cho, which lies near Maxcani, on the road from Mcrida to Campeche.  ap-
poues, (feog. w. Stat., p. 144, 20 leagues from Mcrida, occupying an extent

of several leagues. Mullenpfordt, .1[1/«":5 tom. i, pt i, p. 12, A huit
lieues de Mayapan dans une plaine légerement ondulce.” Brasscur .
Bourbourq, Hist. Nat. Civ., tom. 1i., p. 21. ‘Le terrain 'Uxmal est plat
dans toute I'étendue du plateau.”  *Sur le plateau d'une haute montagne.’
Waldeck, Voy. Pitt., pp. 68, 70

8 ‘Sur un diametre d'une licue, le sol est couvert de débris, dont quel.
ques-uns recouvrent des intéricurs fort bien conservés.” Charnay, Riuines
Amér., p. 363

9 In the plan T have followed Stephens, Yucatan, vol. i., p. 165, who de-
termined the position of all the structures by actual measurement, cutting
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PLAN OF UXMAL.

ads through the undergrowth for this express
f whose survey cannot be called in question

a reduced seale in Willson's Amer. Hist.,
Waldeek, Voy. Pitt., pl. viii.;
rnay, Ruines Amér., introd

I'HII"N»\\', and the accuracy
lis plan s reproduced on
p. 83, Plans ar ;x{w given in
Norman's Rambles in Yue., p. 155; and
by Viollet-le-Due, p. 62, These all differ
very materially both from that of Stephens, and from ecach other; they are
moreover very incomplete, and bear marks of having been carelessly or
hastily prepared.  * Disposée en ¢chiquier, ou se déployaient, a la suite les

des autres, les palais et les temples.” Brasscur de Bourbourg, Hist

(
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will be seen at a glance by the reader that none of
the structures face exactly the cardinal points, and
that no two of them face exactly in the same direc-
tion. It 1s customary for writers on American antiq-
uities to speak of all the principal ruined palaces and
temples as exactly oriented, and all the visitors to
Uxmal, except Stephens, make the same statement
respecting its structures, or so represent them on their
plans.  But in this case we are left in no uncertainty
i the matter, for a photographic view of the southern
ruins from the (‘Olll't\':ll‘(l of the building C, agrees
exactly with Stephens’ plan, and proves lw\un(l ques-
tion that the structures A and C, at least, cannot lie
in the same direction. To prove that any of them
face the cardinal points will require more careful ex-
amination than has yet been made.

[n the southern central portion of the space com-
prised in the plan is the edifice at A, known as the
(lasa del Gobernador, or Governor's House. [t may
be remarked here that the names by which the differ-
ent structures are known have been given them, gen-
erally by the natives, but sometimes by visitors, in
accordance with what they have fancied to have been
their original use. There 1s only a very slight prob-
ability that in a few cases they may have ]nt upon a
mnut designation, although many of the names, like
that of this hulldnw, are ce lt(llll]\ sufficiently ap pro-
priate.’t  The terraced mound that supports the Gov-
Nat. Civ., tom. ii., p. 21 Jesides the plans, general views of the ruins
from nearly the same point (¢ on the plan looking southward) are given
by Stephens, Yuwcatan, vol. 1., p. 305, and by Charnay, Ruines Amér.,
phot. 49.  Norman, Rambles in Yuc., f]nllli\phl‘ gives a general view
of the ruins Ir\ moonlight from a point and in a direction nn|m~\1!rh to fix,
which 1s (u]lhll in lln Album Mex., tom. i, p. 203, in Frost's Great
Cities, p. 269, and in Id., Pict. Hist. Mex., p. 80. It makes a very pretty
frnnlw‘nim'v, which is about all that can be said in its favor, except that
it might serve equally well to illustrate any other group of American or
old-world antiquities

0 Charnay, Ruines Amér., phot. 49.

! “No habiendo tradicion alguna que testifique los nombres propios, que
en un principio tuvieron los diferentes edificios que denuncian estas ruinas,
es preciso creer que los que hoy llevan, son enteramente gratuitos.” L. (7,

in Registro Yuc., tom. i., p. 275. Mr Jones is positive this must have
been a temple rather than a palace. ‘Mr Stephens appears to be so strict
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UXMAL—CASA DEL GOBERNADOR. 15

5

ernor’s house demands our first attention. Its base,
with 1ts irregularities in form on the west and south,
is shown on the plan by the dotted lines a, b, ¢, l:
and measures on its perfect sides, ab, and be, about
six hundred feet. At a height of three feet from the
ground a terrace, or promenade, mostly destroyed

the time of observation and not indicated on the plan
extends round the mound. From this rises the sec-
ond terrace to a height of twenty feet, supporting a
platform whose sides measure five hundred and forty-
five feet.  Somewhat west of the centre of this pl(lt—
form rises the third terrace, nineteen feet high and
&ummltmw the summit |>l(lt1mm e, f, g, h, whose
dimensions are about one hundred by three hun(llul
and sixty feet, and whose height above the original
surface of the ground is something over forty feet.”
The material of the body of this mound is rough frag-
ments of limestone thrown together without any order;
the terraces are supported, however, at the sides by
solid walls built of regular blocks of hewn limestone
carefully laid in mortar nearly as hard as the rock.
So far as can be determined from the drawings,

these
walls are not perpendicular,

but incline shightly inward
towards the top, and the corners are not square but
carefully rounded. It is not improbable that the plat-

a Spartan Ilv{»uhlirun, that every large

», or magnificent building in the
Ruined Cities,

1e considers to be a Palace,—he seems to have thought less
of m\ nd, than of matter.” Hist. Anc. Amer., p. 96; Waldeck, Voy. Pitt.,
P cally it the Temple of Fire.

I n stating the dimensions of this mound, as I shall generally do in
describing U \llhll I have followed Stephens’ text. His Ivl.Hl and both
plans and text of all the other visitors vary more or less respecting each
dimension. T had prepared tables of dimensions for each building from all
the authorities, but upon reflection have thought it not worth while
sert them.  Such tables would not enable the reader to ascertain the
measurements, and moreover differences of a few feet cannot be
practically important in this and similar cases. All the authorities agree
on the general form and extent of this pyramidal mound. Most of them,
however, refer only to the eastern front, and no one but Stephens notes the
western irre "nl.mln 8. In giving the dimensions of the respective terraces
some also refer to their base :8, and others probably to their summits.  Nor
man, Rambles in Yue., pp. 156-7, states that the se unul and third terraces
are nuh thirty feet high, while Charnay, Ruines Amér., pp. 372-3, makes

the same fifteen and ten feet nwpull\«ly. Waldeck’s plan makes the
summit platform about 240 feet long.

to 1n-
» exach
considered
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forms were also paved originally with square blocks,
as M. Charnay Il))elieves, although now covered with
sotl and vegetation. By means of an excavation, solid
stone was found in the interior above the surface
level, showing that the builders had taken advantage
of a natural elevation as a labor.saving expedient in
heaping up this massive artificial stone mound. There
aré no traces of stairways by which access was had to
the second platform,” but a long inclined plane with-
out steps, one hundred feet wide, on the southern side,
apparently furnished the only means of ascent. From
the second platform, however, a regular stairway of
thirty-five steps, one hundred and thirty feet wide,
leads up to the summit at ¢, being in the centre of the
eastern side, or front.

The upper platform supports, and forms a prom-
enade thirty feet wide round the Casa del Goberna-
dor, which 1s a building three hundred and twenty-two
feet long, thirty-nine feet wide, and twenty-six feet
high,* built of stone and mortar. *A central wall
divides the interior longitudinally into two nearly
equal corridors, which, divided again by transverse
partition walls, form two parallel rows of rooms ex-
tending the ‘whole length of the building. The
arrangement of these rooms will be best understood by
a reference to the accompanying ground plan from Mr
Stephens.® The two central apartments are about

== o=

Ground Plan of the Casa del Gobernador.

13 Jones, Hist. Anc. Amer., p. 120, says there was a stairway in the
centre of each side.

14 Norman's dimensions are 36 x 272 feet; Heller's, 40 x 320 feet; Fried-
erichsthal’s, 88 x 407 feet; and Waldeck’s, about 65 x 195 feet.

15 Stephens’ Yucatan, vol. i., p. 175, reproduced in Baldwin's Anec.
Amer., p. 132, and Willson's Amer. Hist., p. 84. The author speaks of the
number of rooms as being 18, although the plan shows 24. He probably does
not count the four small rooms correspanding with the recesses on the
front and rear, as he also does not include their doors in his count. How
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157 <
ks, sixty feet long and twelye feet wide; the others, ex-
ith cept the two 1n the recesses, are twelve by twenty-five
lid feet. Those of the front corridor are twenty-three
wce

feet high, while in the rear they are only twenty-two,
\ge authoritieg differing somewhat, however, on this point.

in There are two doorways in the rear, one on each end,
ere and thirteen on the front; with nine interior doorways
to exactly opposite the same number on the exterior.
th- The rear, or western wall, except for a short distance
de, at each end, is nine feet thiek and perfectly solid, as

om was proved by an excavation; the transverse walls

- of corresponding with the two recesses are of about the

ide, same thickness; and all the other walls are between
the two and three feet thick. The stone for the facings

of the whole building is cut ip smooth blocks ncurTy

om- cubic in form and of varyigg but nowhere exactly \Va

mna- stated dimensions; but the mass of the structure, as

two is proven by M. Charnay’s photograph, is an agglom-

feet eration of rough, irregular fragments of stone in mor-

wall ) . tar. The construction of the whole will be under-

arly Y stood by a glance at the cut, which represents a section

erse '

| ex-

The

d by

| )lr :
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in the

Fried-

. Ame. Section of the Casa del Gobernador.

i of the

ly does he gets rid of the other two does not appear. Norman says 24 rooms, Char-

on the

nay 21, and Stephens indicates 22 in the plan in Cent. Amer., vol. ii., p.
How 428
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of the building at the central doorway in very nearly
its true proportions, although the proper size and
cubical form of the blocks are not observed.* At
about mid-height of each room the side walls begin
to approach each other, one layer of stones overlap-
ping the one below it, until they are only one foot
apart, when a number of blocks, longer than usual, are
laid across the top, serving by means of the mortar
which holds them in place and the weight of the
superimposed masonry, as key-stones to this arch
of the true American type. %he projecting corners
of the overlapping blocks are beveled off so that the
ceiling presents two plane stone surfaces nearly form-
ing an acute angle at the top. Above and between
these arches all is solid masonry to the flat roof,
giving to the apartments the air of galleries exca-
vated in the solid mass, rather than enclosed by
walls. The top of each doorway is formed by a
stout beam of zapote-wood which has to bear the
weight of the stone-work above. One of these lin-

tels in the southern apartment, ten feet long, twcnt{- .

one inches wide, and ten inches thick, is elaborate

carved; the rest, not only in this building, but in nﬁ
at Uxmal, are plain.” Many of them are broken and
fallen. It is to the bfeaking of these wooden lintels
that is to be attributed nearly all the dilapidation ob-
servable about 4his ruin, especially over the outer
Soorways. Some special motive must have influenced
the builders to use wood in preference to the more
durable stone, and this motive may be supposed to
have been thz, rarity and value of the zapote, which
is saild not to grow inthis parg of the state. The
only traces preserved of the means by which these
doorways were originally closed are the Tremains, on
the inside of some of them near the top, of rings, or

16 Friederichsthal, in Nowvelles Annales des Voy., 1841, tom. xcii.
309, speaking of the U xmal structures in general, says the blocks are nslmlry
5 x 12 inches; Zavala, in Antig. Mex., tom. i., div. ii., p. 34, pronounces
them from 25 to 28 centimétres in length, wndth, and thickness.

17 This beam was taken to N. Y., where it shared the fate of Stephens’
other relics.
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UXMAL—CASA DEL GOBERNADOR. 159

hooks, which may have served as hinges, or more
probably for the support of a bar from which to sus-
pend curtains. The dimensions of the doorways are
not stated, but they are about ten feet high and seven
feet wide. They are the only openings into or be-
tween the apartments, there being absolutely no win-
dows, chimneys, otair-holes. Across the ceilings from
side to side at about mid-height stretch small wooden
beams, whose ends are built into the stone-work. The
only suggestions respecting their use are that they
served to su}:f)ort the eeilings while in process of con-
struction, and that they served for the suspension of
hammocks.® The inner surface of the rooms is that
of the plain smooth stone blocks, except in one or two
of them where a very thin coating of fine white plas-
ter is noticed. There is no trace of painting, sculp-
ture, or other attempt at decoration. The floors and
roof are covered with a hard cement. Nothing further
worthy of particular notice demands our attention in
the interior of the Governor's House, except the
small apartments corresponding with the recesses near
each end of the building. / In these the sides of the
ceiling instead of beginnihg to approach eaeh other by
means of overlapping blocks at mid-height of the
room, begin at or near the floor, thys leaving no per:
pundl( wlar walls whatever. The explanation of this
seems to be, so far as can be\judged from Cather-
wood’s drawing and Charnay’s photograph, that orig-
inally an open passage about twenty feet wide at the
bottom, narrowing to two or three feet at the top, and
twenty-four feet high, extended completely through
the building from front to rear at each of the recesses,
and that afterwards this passage was divided into two
small apartments by three partition walls, a small
door being left in the front and rear.”

18 Stephens favors the former theory, Waldeck and Charnay the latter,
insisting that the hammock is conscqucntly an American invention. Nor-
man goes so far as to say that the grooves worn by the hammock-ropes are
still to be seen on some of these timbers.

19 Waldeck, Voy. Pitt., p. 97, speaks of real or false doors made of a
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It now only remains to notice the exterior of the
walls. A cornice just above the doorway, at some-
thing over one third of the height of the building,
surrounds the entire structure, and another cornice 1s
found near the top. Belgw the lower cornice the
walls present the plain surface of the smoothly cut
cubes of limestone, no traces of plaster or paint ap-
pearing. Above the cornice the walls are covered

3
W 3
bl \ A\ N

South End of the Governor's House.

single stone in connection with this building, but his examination of it was
very slight. Cogolludo, Hist. Yue., p. 177, speaks of interior decorations as
follows: ‘Ay vn liengo en lo interior de la fabrica, que (aunque es muy dila-
tado) & poco mas de medio estado de vn hombre, corre por todo &l vna cor-
nisa de piedra muy tersa, que haze vna esquina delicadissima, igual, y muy
perfecta, donde (me ucm-nto) avia sacado de la misma piedra, y quedado en
ella vn anillo tan delgado, y vistoso, como puede ser vno de oro obrado
con todo primor.’
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with elegant and complicated sculpture. The preced-
ing cut® presents a view of the south end, and
gives an idea of the sculptured portion of the wu.ll
although it must be remembered that both the u;ds
and rear are much less elaborately decorated than the
front. The whole surface is divided into squares, or
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Ornament of the Casa del Gobernador.—Fig. 1,

% From Slrplmu Yuecatan, vol. i., p. 174; also in Baldwin's Anc. Amer.,
p- 132. Charnay’s pho “l

48 shows the opposite or northern end in
connection with another buil ing.
You. IV. 11




Ornament of the Casa del Gobernador.—Fig. 2.
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Ornament of the Casa del Gobernador.—Fig. 2.

UXMAL—CASA DEL GOBERNADOR. 168

panels, filled alternately with frets, or grecques, and
diamond lattice-work, with specially elaborate orna-
ments over each doorway, in connection with some of
which are characters presumably hieroglyphic. The
three cuts™ show the ornamentation over the central
front doorway. The first represents what seems to
have been a human figure seated and surmounted by
a lofty plumed head-dress. These human statues oc-
curred in several plakes along the front, probably over
each door, but few fragments remained to be seen by
Europeans, and most of these have long since entirely
disappeared. The second cut represents that part of
the decoration extending above that before pictured
to the upper cornice along the top of the wafl. The
central portion of this ornament is a curved projec-
tign, supposed, by more than one traveler, to be mod-
éled after the trunk of an elephant, of which a profile
view is shown in the third cut. It projects nineteen
inches from the surface of the wall. This protruding

The Elephant’s Trunk.—Fig. 8.

curve occurs more frequently on this and other build-
ings at Uxmal than any other decoration, and usually

with the same or similar accompaniments, which may be

*! From Stephens; one of them also in Baldwin's Anc. Amer.
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fancied to represent the features of a monster, of which
this forms the nose. It occurs especially on the orna-
mented and rounded corners; being sometimes re-
versed in its position, and having, with few exceptions,
the point broken off, probably by the natives, from
superstitious motives, to prevent the long-nosed mon-
ster from walking abroad at night.® The ornaments
are cut on square blocks, which are inserted in the
wall, one block containing only a part of the orna-
mental design. Of course, a verbaj) description fails
utterly in conveying any proper idea of this front,
whose sculptured decorations, if less elaborate and
complicated than some others in Yucatan, are sur-
passed by none in elegant grandeur. I append how-
ever, in a note, some quotations respecting this fagade,
and take leave of the Casa del Gobernador with a
mention of the ‘red hand,” whose imprint is found on
stones in all parts of the building. r Stephens be-
lieves that it was made by the pressure of a small hu-
man hand, smeared with red paint, upon the surface
of the wall.®

2 A cut of this hook is also given by Norman, and by Waldeck, who,
Voy. Pitt., p. T4, attempts to prove its identity with an elephant’s trunk,
and that it was not molded from a tapir's snout.

B (‘hnrnny, Ruines Amér., phot. 46, shows the whole eastern fagade. Pho-
tograph 47 gives a view on a larger scale of the portion over the principal
doorway. Stephens, Yucatan, vol.i., frontispiece, represents the same front in
a large plate, and in his Cent. Amer., vol. ii., p. 434, isa plate uhuwingu part
of the same. Norman gives a lithograph of the front. Rambles in Yuc., p.
158. His enlarged portion of the fr:‘nt from Waldeck does not belong to
the Governor’s House at all. ‘Couvert de bas-reliefs, exécutés avec une rare
perfection, formant une su.te de méandres et arabesques d'un travail non
moins capricieux que bizarre.” Brasseur de Bourbourg, Hist. Nat. Civ., tom
ii., p. 23. Decorated with ‘gros serpents entrelacés et d’anneaux en pierre.’
Friederichsthal, in Nowoelles Annales des Voy. 1841, tom. xcii., p. 308.
‘Chiefly the meander, cr the Grecian square border, used in the embroidery
of the mantles and robes of Attica.” Jones' Hist. Anc. Amer., p. 98. ‘The
length of the upper p'atform (in English feet !!) is seen to correspond nearly
with the number of d'tys in the year, and the mysterious emblem of eternity,
the serpent, is found. extending its portentous length around the building.’

rost’s Great Citles, p. 271. ‘Du {mut de ses trois étages de pyramides, il
se dresse comme un roi, dans un isolement plein de majestueuse grandeur.’
‘L'ornementation se compose d'une guirlande en forme de trapdzes réguliers,
de ces énormes tétes déjd décrites, courant du haut en bas de la fagade, et
servant de ligne enveloppante & des grecques d'un relief trés-saillant, reliées
entre elles par une ligne de petites pierres en carré diversement sculptées;
le tout sur un fond plat de treillis de pierre. Le dessus des ouvertures était
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This magnificent palace, whose description I have
given, may be regarded as a representative, in its gen-
eral features and many of jts details, of the ancient
Maya structures, very few of which, however, are so
well preserved as this. Consequently, over this type
of ruins—long, low, narrow buildings, with flat roofs,
divided into a double line of small rooms, with trian-
gulap-arched ceilings, plain interior walls, and cement
floors; the whole supported by a stone mound, as-
cended by a broad stairway—I shall be able in future
to pass more briefly, simply noting such points of con-
trast with the Casa del Gobernador as may occur.
Still some of the other buildings of Uxmal have.re-
ceived more attention from visitors, and consequently
will afford better illustrations of some of the common
features than the one already described.

On the north-west corner of the second platform of
the same mound that suppprts the Governor'’s House,
and lying in a direction perpendicular to that building,
is the small structure marked B on the plan, and
known as the Casa de Tortugas, or Turtle House.
It is ninety-four feet long, thirty-four feet wide, and,
as nearly as can be estimated by Charnay’s photograph,
about twenty feet high. The roof, in an insecure con-
dition at the time of Mr Stephen’s first visit, had
fallen in before the second, filling up the interior, con-

enrichi de pidces importantes, que divers voyageurs ont eu le soin d’enlever.
Quatre niches, plwg:’n réguliérement, contgnaient des statues, absentes au-
jourd’hui.’ Charnay, Ruines Amér., pp.372-3. ‘One solid mass of rich, com-
l»limml elaborately sculptured omaments forming a sort of arabesque.’ ‘Per-
haps it may with propriety be called a species of sculptured mosaic; and I have
no doubt tf;nt all these ornaments have a symbolical meaning; that each stone
is part of a history, allegory, or fable.” Stephens’ Yucatan, vol. i., pp. 166, 173.
‘The ornaments were composed of small square pieces of stone, shaped-with
infinite skill, and inserted {hetwcen the mortar nmll stone with the greatest care
and precision. About two-thirdsof the ornaments are still remaining upon the
fagade. ... The ground-work of the ornaments is chiefly composed of raise
lines, running diagonally, forming diamond or lattice-work, over which are
rosettes angd ‘stars; and, in bold relief, the beautiful Chinese border.” Nor-
man’s Rambles in Yuc., pp. 1568-9. ‘A travers ces grands méandres formés
par I'appareil se montrent, ici encore, la tradition des constructions de bois
par empilages, en encorbellement et le treillis. Cette construction est une

des plus soignées parmi celles d’Uxmal.’ Viollet-le-Due., in Charnay, Ruines
Amér., p. 70.

»e
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oeminf which consequently nothing is known. The
central portion of the southern wall, corresponding with
the three doorways on that side, had also fallen, and
on the northern side was ready to fall, the wooden
lintel of the only doorway being broken. At the time
of Charnay’s visit neither the centre nor western end
of the northern wall remained standing. The exterior
walls below the lower cornice are plain, as in the Casa
del Gobernador, but between the cornices, instead of
the complicated sculpture of the former building, there
appears a simple and elegant line of round columns
standing close together and encircling the whole edi-
fice. Ei.ch of these columns is composed of two or
three pieces of stone one u{)on another, and although
presenting outwardly a half-round surface, they are
undoubtedly square on the side that is built into the
wall. Above the upper cornice 18 a row of turtles,
occurring at regular intervals, sculptured each on a
square lﬁock which projects from the wall; hence the

name of the building. It is noted as a remarkable
circumstance that no stairway leads up the terrace to
this buildini{from the surface below, or from it to the

Governor’s House above.”

At different points on the second, or grand, platform.
of the mound supporting the Casa del Gobernador
are traces of structures which once stood there, but
insufficient in every case, except in that of the
Tortugas, to give any idea of their original nature.
Standing at the foot of one of these old foundation
walls three hundred feet long, fifteen feet wide, and
three feet high, on the south side of the platform, at
7, 18 a range of broken round columns, each five feet
high and eighteen inches in diameter.™

8 ‘La décoration du parement de cet édifice ne consiste qu'en une
imitation de palissade formée de rondins de bois. Sur Ja frise supérieure,
des tortues saillantes rompent seules les lignes horizontales.” Viollet-le- Duc,
in Charnay, Ruines Amér., p. 69. Photograph 48 shows the north front of
the Casa de Tortugas. Stephens, Yucatan, vol. i., p. 184, gives a plate
showing the southern front. Waldeck's plan would make this building’s
dimensions about 60 x 185 feet. The column structure will be illustrated
by engravings in connection with the ruins of Zayi and others.

M égl:;lleu' Yucatan, vol. i., p. 181; Norman’s Rambles in Yuc., p. 156.
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UXMAL—PICOTE AND IDOL. 167

On the samg platform, about eighty feet eastward
of the central stairway, at k, is a round stone stand-
ing eight feet above the ground in a leaning position.
It is rudely formed, has no sculpture on its surface,
and is surrounded by a small square enclosure two
stones high. The natives call 1t picote, ‘stone of
punishment,’” or ‘ whipping-post.” Its prominent and
central position in front of the magnificent palace, in-
dicates 1ts great importance in the eyes of the ancient
Mayas, and Mr Stephens thinks it may be a phallus,
not: without reason, since apparent traces of an ancient
phallic worship will be found not unfrequently among
the Yucatan ruins.®

Sixty feet further eastward, at /, was a circular
mound of earth and stones about sixty feet in
height, opened by Mr Stephens, who brought to
light a double-headed stone animal, three feet long
and two feet high, which had been buried there, very
probably for the purpose of concealment.. Being too
heavy for convenient removal, it was left jtanding in
the same position as when buried, and has there been
noticéd by several subsequent observers. Its sculp-
ture is rude, and but slightly damaged by time. It is
shown in the cut on the next page, with the picote, the
stairway, and the front of the Governor’s House in the
distance.® One hundred and thirty feet from this

From this rather mea information Mr Jones proves, in a manner entirely
satisfactory to himsel?,mthut the whole platform was surrounded in its origi-
nal condition by a double row of columns, 230 in number, placed 10 feet
apart, each 18 inches in diameter and 12 feet high, with a grand central
column, G feet in diameter, and 60 feet high. Hist Anc. Amer., p. 119.

% ¢ A shaft of gray limestone in an inclined position, measuring twelve
feet in circumference and eight.in height; bearing upon its surface no marks
of form or ornament by which it might be distinguished from a natural
piece.” Norman's Rambles i/ Yuc., p. 156. * Une espéce de colonne dite pierre
du chdtiment, ou les coupables devaient recevoir la punition de Jeurs fautes.’
Charnay, Ruines Amér., p. 372. ‘Una enorme columna de
forma semicénica le da el aire de un obelisco, aunque de base ¢
adornos.” M. F. P., in Registro Yue, tom. i., p. 364.

% ‘Double-headed cat or lynx,’ cut from Stephens’ Yucatan, vol. i., p.
183; and Baldwin's Anc. Amer., p. 133. ‘Un autel, au centre, soutenait un
tigre & deux tétes, dont les corps reliés au ventre figurent une double chi-
mere." Charnay, Ruines Amér., p. 372. ‘Rude carving of a tiger with two
heads.” Norman's Rambles in Yuc., p. 156. ‘En un mismo cuerpo contiene
uos cabezas de tigre de tamafio regular, vueltas hdcia fuera: su actitud es
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T'wo-headed Idol at Uxmal.

two-headed idol, in a direction not stated, Mr Ste
phens found a structure twenty feet square at the
base, from which were dug out two sculptured heads,
apparently portraits. The. only objects of interest
which remain to be noticed in connection with this

la misma que la en que generalmente se representa la esfinge de la fabula;
v 8i su excavacion no fuera tan reciente, probablemente habria corrido la
suerte de otras estdtuas y objetos preciosos, que & nuestra vista y paciencia
han sido sacados del pais para figurar en los museos extranjeros.” M. F. P,
in Registro Yuc., tom. i., pp. 364-56. Mr Heller, Reisen, p. 259, confounds
this monument with the picote.
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UXMAL—CISTERNS AND PYRAMID. 169

platform, or the mound-structure of which it forms a
part, are two excavations, supposed to have been orig-
nally cisterns. The entrance, or mouth, to each is a
circular opening, eighteen inches in diameter, lined
with regular blocks of cut stone, and descending three
feet, vertically, from the surface of the platform, be-
fore 1t begins to widen into a dome-shaped chamber.
The dimensions of the chambers could not be ascer-
tained because they were nearly filled with rub-
bish, but similar chambers are of frequent occurrence
throughout the city of Uxmal and vicinity, several of
which were found unencumbered with débris, and in
perfect preservation. They were all dome-shaped, or
rather of the shape of a well-formed hay-stack, as Mr
Stevens expresses it, the bottoms being somewhat
contracted. The walls and floor were carefully plas-
tered.  One of these cisterns measured ten and a half
feet deep and seventeen and a half feet in diameter.”
At the south-west corner of the Casa del Goberna-
«lur, and even intrenchung on the terraces that support
it, is the pyramid E, to which strangely enough no
name has been given. It has in fact received but
very slight attention; one short visit by Mr Stephens,
(lurin(' which he mounted to the summit with a force
ln(lmns being the only one recorded, although it
18 lun( ly lmntmmd by others. This pyramid meas-
ures two hundred by three hundred feet at the base,
and its height 1s sixty-five feet. At the top is a
square ])lllttunn whose sides are each seventy-five
feet. The area of this platform is flat, composed of
rough stones, and has no traces whatever of ever hav-
ing \umuntul any building. Its sides, however, three
feet high perpe ndic ularly, are of hewn blocks of stone,
and Mnnuth with ornamented corners. Below this sum-
mit platform, for a distance of ten or twelve feet, the
sides of the pyramid are faced with sculptured stone,

1 Stephens’ Yucatan, vol. i. pp. 229-32. Sr Peon, proprietor of Uxmal,
believed that these excavations were originally used as granaries, not deem-
ing the plaster sufficiently hard to resist water. ‘Excavations....with level

curbings and smoothly finished inside.” Norman's Rambles in Yuc., p. 156.
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the ornaments being chiefly grecques, like those on the
Governor's House, having one of the immense faces
with projecting teeth at the centre of the western side.
At t[lx.is point Mr Stephens attempted an excavation
in the hope of discovering interior apartments, but the
only result was to prostrate himself with an attack of
fever, which obliged him to quit Uxmal. Just below
this sculptured upper border, some fifteen feet below
the top, a narrow terrace extends round the four sides
of the pyramid. Concerning the surface below this
terrace, we only know that it is encased in stone, and
would very probably reveal additional ornamentation
if subjected to a more minute examination.® The
pyramid F, still farther south-west, 18 two hundred
feet long and one hundred and twenty feet wide at
the base, being about fifty feet high. These particu-
lars, together with the fact that a stairway leads up
the northern slope, to one of the typical* Yucatan
buildings, twenty by one hundred feet and divided

into three a{mrtments, are absolutely all that has

been recorded of this structure, which, like its more
imposing companion pyramid, has not been thought
worthy of a name. The reader will be able to form a
more consistent conjecture respecting its original ap-
pearance after reading a description in the following
pages of the structure at I, which presents some
points of apparent similarity to its more modest
southern neighbor.”

Northward from the last pyramid, and connected
with it by a courtyard one hundred feet long and

8 Stephens’ Yucatan, vol. i., pp. 253-6, with a view in the frontispiece
;\lthougfl Stephens says the pyramid is only sixty-five feet high, it is no-
ticeable that in Catherwood’s drawing it towers high above the roof of the
Casa del Gobernador, which is at least sixty-cight feet in height. Norman,
Rambles in Yuc., p. 157, calls this a pile of loose stones, about two hundred
feet square at the st' and one humlrv(l feet high, and covered on the sides
and top with débris of edifices l"rictl('rirhstnul, Nouvelles Annales des
Voy., 1841, tom. xcii., p. 308, says the summit platform is seventy-seven
feet square.

9 Stephens’ Yucatan, vol. i., p. 319. A distant view of this pyramid is
invlmlm(iu Stephens’ general view, p. 305, and/in Charnay’s photograph
49. Norman, in both P]un and text, unites this pyramid at the base with
that at E, and makes its height eighty feet. Is‘um}: es in Yuc., p. 157.
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UXMAL—CASA DE PALOMAS. 171

" eighty-five feet wide, with ranges of undescribed ruins

on the east and west, are the buildings at G, built
round and enclosing a courtyard one hundred and
eighty feet long and one hundred and fifty feet wide,
entered through an archway in the centre of the
northern and southern buildings. This courtyard has
a picote in the centre, like that before the Governor’s
House, but fallen. These buildings are in an ad-
vanced state of ruin and no details are given respect-
ing any of them except the northern one, which pre-
sents one remarkable feature. Along the centre of
the roof from east to west throughout the whole length
of two hundred and forty feet, is a peculiar wall rising
in peaks like saw-teeth. These are nine in number,
each dbout twenty-seven feet long at the base, between
fifteen and twenty feet high, and three feet thick.
Each is pierced with many oblong openings arranged
in five or six horizontal rows, one above another like
the windows in the successive stories of a modern
building, or like those of a pigeon house, or Casa de
Palomas, by which name it is known. Traces yet re-
main which show that originally these strange eleva-
tions were covered with stucco ornaments, the only in-
stance of stucco decorations in Uxmal.  Of this group
of structures, including the two courtyards and the
pyramid beyond, notwithstanding their ruined condi-
tion, Mr Stephens remarks that “ they give a stronger
impression of departed greatness than anything else
in this desolate city.” ®

Respecting the remains marked 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13,

% Stephens’ Yucatan, vol. i., pp. 318-19, with view of the Casa de Palomas;
cut also in Id., Cent. Amer., vol. ii., P 426. ‘Une muraille dentelée de
pignons assez ¢levés, percés d'une multitude de petites ouvertures, qui don-
nent a chacun la physionomie d'un colombier.” Charnay, Ruines Amér, pp.
371-2, phot. 49. wall of two hundred feet remains standing upon a
foundation of ten feet. Its width is twenty-five feet; having ranges of
rooms in both sides, only parts of which remain. This wall has an acute-
angled arch doorway through the centre....The top of this wall has
numerous square apertures through it, which i,:iw‘ it the appearance of
lugmn-hnlm; and its edge is formed like the gable-end of a house, uniform-

y notched.” Norman's Rambles in Yuc., p. 165, with plate showing one of
the peaks of the wall. y
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14, and 15, on the plan, north of the Pyramid and Casa
de Palomas, and west of the Casa del Gobernador, all
that can be said is embodied in the following quota-
tion: “A vast range of high, ruined terraces, facing
east and west, nearly eight hundred feet long at the
base, and called the Campo Santo. On one of these
is a building of two stories, with some remains of sculp-
ture, and in a deep and overgrown valley at the foot,
the lndmm say, was the burial-place of this ancient
city; 'but, though searching for it oarselves, and offer-
ing a I'LW(I.I‘d tn them for the discovery, we never found
in'it a sepulchre.” ¥

(memg over now to the eastward of the Gover-
nor's House, we find a small group of ruins in the
south-eastérn corner of the rectangle. The one marked
6 on the plan is known as the Casa de la Vieja, or Old
Woman’s House, so named from a statue that was
found lying near its front. The building stands on
the summit of a small pyramid and its w alls were Just
ready to fall at the time of the survey. Of the other
structures of the group, 5 and 7, no further informa-
tion 1s given than that which may be gathered from
the })LnL Along the line marked 4, 4, 4, are slight
traces of a continuous wall, mdl(atlng that Uxmal
may have been a walled city, since no careful search

has ever been made for such traces in other portions of

the city’s circumference.”

To go from the Casa del Gobernador northward to
the buildings at C and D, yet to be described, we pass
between two parallel walls at H. These two parallel
structures are solid masses of rough stones faced on
all four sides with smoothly cut blocks, and were, so

3 Stephens’ Yucatan, vol. i., p. 320; Norman, Rambles in Yuc., p. 165,
speaks of this part of the ruin as ‘an immense court or square, enclosed by
stone walls, leading to the Nun’s House,’ C of the plan. He says, also, that
some of the scattered mounds in this direction have been excavated and
seem to have been intended originally for sepulchres.

312 Mr Stephens, Yucatan, vol. i., p. 320, refers to his appendix for a men-
tion of some of the relics found in this group. The reference is probably to
a note on vestiges of the phallic worship on p. 434, which from motives of
modesty the author givesin Latin.
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UXMAL GYMNASIUM. 173
far as can be determined in their present condition,
exactly alike. Each measures thirty by one hundred
and twenty-eight feet on the ground, and they are
seventy feet apart, their height not being given. The
fronts which face each other were covered with sculp-
tured decorations, now mostly fallen, including two en-
twined serpents; while from the centre of each of these
fagades projected originally a stone ring about four
feet in diameter, fixed in the wall by means of a tenon.
Both are broken, and the fragments for the most part
lost. A similar building in a better state of preserva-
tion will be noticed among the ruins of Chichen Itza,
in describing which a cut of one of the stone rings will
be given. It is easy to imagine that the grand prom-
enade between the northern and southern palaces, or
temples, was along a line that passed between these
walls, and that these sculptured fronts and rings were
important in connection with religious rites and pro-
cessions of priests. The chief entrance to the northern
buildings 18 in a line with this passage, and it seems
strange that we find no corresponding stairway lead-
ing up the southern terrace to the front of the Casa de
Tortugas.®

Between two and three hundred yards north from
the Casa del Gobernador, is the Casa de Monjas, or
Nunnery, marked C on the plan. This is perhaps the
most wonderful edifice, or collection of edifices, in
Yucatan, if not the finest specimen of aboriginal archi-
tecture and sculpture in America. The supporting
mound, whose base is indicated by the dotted lines
i, 1, 0, p, 18 in general terms three hundred and
fifty feet square, ang nineteen feet high, its sides very
nearly facing the cardinal points. The southern, or
front, slope of the mound, about seventy feet wide, rises

3 Mr Norman's statements, Rambles in Yuc., p. 166, differ materially
from those of Su-}nhonn, Yucatan, vol. i., pp. 2908-9. He states that the walls

are only twelve feet apart, that the eastern fagade only has the entwined
serpents, that the western is covered with hieroglyphics, that the structure
contains rooms on a level with the ground, nnh implies that the western
ring was still perfect at the time of His visit. This building is called by
Charnay the Céreel, or Prison.
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in three grades, or terraces, three, twelve, and four
feet high, and twenty, forty-five, and five feet wide,
respectively, from the base. There are some traces of
a wide central stairway leading up to the second ter-
race on this side, but none of the steps remain in place.

On this platform stand four of the typical Yucatan
edifices built round a courtyard, with unequal inter-
vals between them at the corners. The southern
building is two hundred and seventy-nine feet long,
twenty-eight feet wide, and eighteen feet high; the
northern building, two hundred and sixty-four feet
long, twenty-eight feet wide, and twenty-five féet
high; the eastern, one hundred and fifty-eight by thirty-
five feet, and twenty-two feet high; the western, one
hundred and seventy-three by thirty-five feet, and
twenty feet high.* The northern building stands on a

3 In these dimensions I have followed Mr Stephens’ text, as usual in
Uxmal, as far as possible. Although the Casa de Monjas has received more
attention than any of the other structures, yet, strungd_\' enough, no visitor
gives all the dimensions of the buildings and terraces; hardly any two
authors agree on any one dimension; and no author’s text agrees exactly
with his plans. Yet the figures of my text may be considered approxi-
mately correct. I append, however, in this instance a table of variations
as a curiosity.

NORTH FAST || WES CoURT| TERRACE
[- 4
| |

Stephens, Text
“ 1st Plan (300{30 ||300[25 |{162(35

({16035

Waldeck, Text [227 ¢ v 17(‘)‘34

‘“ 1st Plan |2352 23528 "21040“

“o2d  ‘ |264)28] ||225]¢ 174,34| : 234(180

Charnay, Text b 210 | | 262|262
| |

it Plan [360(33 g 26233 |[|262(33 ||262[265

|
Norman 200/25!16/|246/2¢ 140(34/25(/140|34 25

f
Heller [, | |[170[3425!
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UXMAL-—CASA DE MONJAS. 175

terrace of its own, which rises about twenty feet above
the general level of the main platform on which the
others stand. The court formed by the four edifices
measures two hundred and fifty-eight by two hundred
and fourteen feet. It is two feet and a half lower
than the foundations of the eastern, western, and
southern buildings, and traces of low steps may yet
be seen running the whole length of the sides. Its
area 18 paved with stone, much worn by long usage.
M. Waldeck, by diligent research or by an effort of
his imagination, found that each of the forty-three
thousand six hundred and sixty blocks composing the
pavement was six inches square, and had the figure of
a turtle sculptured on its upper surface. Stephens
could find no traces of the turtles, and believes that
the pavement was originally covered with cement.®
[n the centre are the fragments of a rude column,
picote, or phallus, like those found in connection with
the Casa del Gobernador and Casa de Palomas. M.
Charnay also found traces of a straight path with
raised borders leading north and south across the cen-
tre, and also two of the dome-shaped cisterns already
(1(‘.\'('].”)(‘,(1.:”

The situation of the four structures forming the
quadrangle, and the division of each into apartments,
are shown in the accompanying ground plan.”

Respecting the height of the buildings, except the northern, we have no
fizures from any reliable authority; but we know that both eastern and
western are lower than the northern building and higher than the southern,

whose rooms are 17 feet high on the inside, and moreover that the eastern
1s higher than the western.

35 M. Waldeck, Voy. Pitt., pl. xii., presents a drawing of four of these
turtles. ‘Covered with square blocks of stone.” Norman's Rambles in
Yuc., p.163. ‘Each tortoise is in a square, and in the two external angles
of rau'L square is an Egg. The tortowse and the egg, are both National em
blems.’ J{mm' Hist. Anc. Amer., p. M.

% Charnay, Ruines Amér., pp. 364, 368; Stephens’ Yucatan, vol. i., pp.
301, 308.

7 Plan in Stephens’ Yucatan, vol. i., p. 301; reproduced in Baldwin's Anc.
Amer., p. 136. Waldeck, Voy. Pitt., pl. xii., also gives a ground plan,
which, so far as the arrangement of rooms and doorways is concerned, dif-
fers very widely from that of Stephens, and must be regarded as very incor-
rect. M. Waldeck, during his short stay in Yucatan, seems to have
devoted his chief attention to sketching the sculptured fagades, a work
which he accomplished accurately, but to have constructed his plans from
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Ground Plan of the Nunnery.

It will be noticed that the northern building of the
Nunnery does not stand exactly in the same direction
as the sides of the platform or of the other edifices,
an arrangement which detracts somewhat from thv
symmetry of the group. Each of the four buildings
18 divided longitudinally into two parallel ranges
of apartments, arranged very much like those of the
Governor's House, with doorways opening on the in-
terior court. The only exterior doorways are on the
front of the southern building and on the ends of the
northern; these, however, uul) afford access to the
memory and imagination after leaving the country. In the preparation of
the present plan he had, to aid his fancy, the supposed occupation of these
buildings in former times by nuns, and he has arranged the rooms with an

eye to the convenience of the priests in keeping a proper watch and guard
over the movements of those erratic demoiselles.
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UXMAL—CASA DE MONJAS 177

outer range of rooms, which do not communicate with
the interior. In only one instance do more than two
rooms communicate with each other, and that is in the
centre of the eastern building, where are two commu-
nicating apartments, the largest in the Nunnery, each
thirteen by thirty-three feet, with an ante-room at
each end measuring nine by thirteen feet. All the
doorways of this suite are decorated with sculpture,
the only instance of interior stone-carving in Uxmal.
The cut on the next page shows the inside of one of
the larger rooms of this suite, and also gives an excel-
lent idea of the interior of all the structures of Yuca-
tan,® The rooms of the Casa de Monjas, eighty-eight
in number, like some in the Casa del Gobernador, are
plastered with a thin coat of hard white material
like plaster of Paris. Those of the southern building
average twenty-four feet long, ten feet wide, and sev-
enteen feet high. They all ppesent the same general
features of construction — gpgular-arched ceilings,
wooden lintels, stone rings, og/hinges, on the inside of
the doorways, holes in the sloping ceilings for ham-
mock-timbers, entire absence of any openings except
the doors — that have been previously described.®
The platform on which the buildings stand forms a
narrow promenade, only five or six feet in width, round

38 Cut from Stephens’ Yucatan, vol. i, p. 309. For some reason the
sculpture is not shown. Waldeck’s pl. xii. contains also a section showing
the }urm of the arches and ceilings.

¥ ‘Les linteux des portes sont en bois, comme partout & Uxmal.” ‘Les
intérieurs, de dimensions variées suivant la grandeur des édifices. .. deux
murailles paralléles, puis obliquant, pour se relier par une dalle.”  ‘Les salles
étaient enduites d'une couche de platre fin qui existe encore.” *On re-
marque de chaque coté de I'ouverture, a égale distance du sol et du linteau
de la porte, plantés dans la muraille de chaque coté des nup(mrlﬂ, quatre
crochets en pierre.” Charnay, Ruines Amér., pp. 364-6. M. Waldeck
speaks of the door-tops of the western building as being composed of nine
picces of stone, perpendicular on the outside, or visible, portions, but bev-
cled and secured by a keystone within. ‘Fait de neuf picrres & coupe per-
pendiculaire, et point du tout a clef: }'(- !mrlv ici de I'aspect de cette partie
du monument a P'extérieur; mais & 'intérieur, ces neuf pierres sont a clef,
ce que l'absence d'enduit m’a permis de constater.’ H’u_’/. Pitt., 5» 100
‘The height of the ceiling is uniform throughout." Norman's Rambles in
Yue., p. 161.  Heller, Reisen, p. 257, gives the botanical name of the zapote-
wood used for lintels as cavanilla, achras sapota. Waldeck calls the wood
Jovillo. Voy. Pitt., p. 97. Norman spells it zuporte.

VoL, IV. 12
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each, both on the exterior and on the court. The en-
trance to the court is by a gateway, at v on the gen-
eral plan, in the centre of the southern building. It
is ten feet and eight inches wide and about fourteen
feet high, the top being formed by the usual triangu-
lar arch, and the whole being similar to the passages
through the Casa del Gobernador before the latter
were walled up. Opposite this gate way, at w, a stair-
way ninety-five feet wide leads up to the upper terrace
which supports the northern building. On each stde
of this stairway, at , 7, on the slope uf' the terrace, 1s
a ruin of the usual construction, in which six small
apartments may be traced. The dilapidation of these
buildings 1s so great that it is impossible to ascertain
whether they were independent structures or formed
a part of the terrace itself, a mode of construction of
which we shall find some specimens in Yucatan, and
even at Uxmal. A noticeable peculiarity in the north-
ern building 1s that, wherever the outer walls are
fallen, the sculptured surface of an inner wall 1s dis-
closed, showing that the edifice in its present form
was built over an older structure.

Nothing remains to be said respecting the general
I»I;lll and construction of the Nllllllt'l‘}', or of the
terior of the apartments which\ compose 1t: and 1
now come to the exterior walls. \The sides and ends
of ecach building are, like those| already described,
plain and unpl.utuul below the \cornice, which ex-
tends round the whole circumference just above the
doorways.  Above this cornice the whole surface,
over t\un(\ four thousand square feet for the four
buildings, is covered with elegant and elaborate sculp-
tured decorations. The four interior facades fronting
on the court are pronounced by all beholders the chet-
d'oeuvres of aboriginal decorative art in ,\Xnvrir;n, be-
ing more chaste and artistic, and at th¢ same time
less complicated and grotesque, than any other fronts
m Yucatan. All have heen carefully stydied, sketch-
ed, or photographed. No two of them\are alike, or
“Q
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even similar. The outer fronts received somewhat
less care at the hands of the native builders, and con-
sequently less attention from modern visitors, being
moreover much more seriously affected by the ravages
of time and the elements.

I begin with the southern building, showing in the
accompanying engraving the eastern third of its court

Southern Court Fagade—Casa de Monjas.

facade, the other portions being precisely like that
which is represented. Except over the doorways the
space between the cornices 18 occupied by diamond
lattice-work and vertical columns, small portions be-
ing left, however, entirely plain. Some of the col-
umns have central moldings corresponding nearly in
form to the cornices.® The central gateway is not
shown in the engraving, but there is no special orna-
mentation in connection with it, its border being of
lattice-work, according to Waldeck, or of plain blocks,
according to Charnay, contrary to what might be ex-
vected over the only entrance to so grand a court.
‘he next engraving shows a portion of the same fa

40 ‘J'ai parlé, dans le texte du présent ouvrage, des prétendues colonnes
trouvées dans 1'Yucatan. Les trois balustres qu'on voit dans cette planche
peuvent, déplacés comme ils I'étaient, avoir donné lieu & cette erreur. En
effet, en divisant ces ornements en plusieurs morceaux, on y trouvera un
fat droit et une espece de chapitean que, d’aprés des idées relatives assuré-
ment fort naturelles, on place volontiers a I'extrémité supérieure du fat, au
lieu de le mettre au milien.” Waldeck, Voy. Pitt., p. 103. ‘C’est un en-
semble de colonnettes nouées dans le milieu trois par trois, séparées par des
parties de pierres plates et les treillis qu'on rencontre si souvent; ce bati-
ment est d'une simplicité relative, comparé & la richesse des trois autres.’
Charnay, Ruines Amér., p. 368.
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cade, on a larger scale, including the ornament which
is repeated over each door. This ornament seems to

Detail of Southern Court Facade.

represent a small house with a roof of thatch or tiles,
having a human ficure seated in a niche in the wall,
which corresponds with the doorway of the house.
This seated statue had disappeared before the visits
of later explorers. That a statue once occupied the
niche there can be no doubt. Whether M. Waldeck
sketched it from actual observation or from the report
of the natives, 1s not quite so clear. The last-named
writer advances two original and somewhat remarka-
ble theories respecting these small houses; first, that
they may be taken as a representation of the houses
actually occupied by the common people at the time
(Txmal was built; and second, that they are identical
with the Aztec sign calli, ‘house,” from which he de

rives an argument respecting the probable age of the
building, which will be noticed in its place. M. Char-
nay calls this front the Fagade des Abeilles, or Bee
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front, while M. Waldeck tgrms the building the
Temple of the Asterisms. TRe exterior, or southern,
front of this building is simflar to the northern, but
somewhat plainer, having, however, the same houses
and niches over the doorwags.*

The court facade of thgeastern building, which has
been called the Sun fropt, and also the Egyptian front,
stéful in its sculptured ornaments
than either of the ({thvr three. The southern half of
this facade is represented in the engraving. The or-
naments over the central doorway and at the corners

18 [n'l'h:l[)s more ta

Eastern Court Facade—Casa de Monjas

consist of the immense grotesque masks, with the

curved projecting tusks noticed on the Casa del
Gobernador; but the remaining surface 1s covered
with recular diamond lattice-work, while 1 conncee
tion with cach of the cornices is a line of stone blocks
Over

with rounded faces, resembling short columns.
this lattice-work, but not entirely t‘uln'vulin}_{ 1t, are

¢ My engravings are taken from Waldeck, Voy. Pitt., pl. xv., xvii
They are reproduced in Larenaudiére, Mex. et (fuat., p. 323, pl. 3, 6 The
perfeet accuracy of the engravings —except the seated statues—is proved by
hotographs 42, 49, which show the same front, as does the view
in Stephens' Yueatan, vol. 1., p. 305.  The southern front of this building
is only shown in general views in Stephens’ Cent. Amer., vol. ii., p. 420; 1t

eated in Armin, Das Heutige Mex., p. 92; and in Norman’s Rambles i

M
k'u('., p. 160, which give no details.
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six peculiar and graceful ornaments, placed at recu
lar intervals, four of them surmounting doorways.
One of these, precisely like all the rest, is shown on
an enlarged scale in the engraving.

It consists of
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Detail of Eastern Court Facade

cicht parallel horizontal bars, increasing in length a P
they approach the upper cornice, and each terminating !
at either end I a serpent’s or monster’s head with i
open jaws. A human face with a peculiar head-dress,
larce  car-pendants, and  tongue

hancime from the

=

mouth, looks down from the centre of the upper bars,
This face is fancied by Waldeck to represent the sun,
and .\'ulll«‘tllillg in its .\lll'l't)lllnhllg‘.\ strikes ( lll.'ll'll.‘l.\' as
partaking of the Egyptian style; hence the names
that have been :l[)]vliul to this f;n\-:ulv. M. Viollet-le
Duc attempts to prove the development of the archi
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tectural ideas embodied in the Maya edifices from an
original structure of wood. His use of this claimed
peculiarity will be more appropriately spoken of here-
after, but his illustration of the idea in connection
with this eastern front, is certainly striking as shown
in the annexed cut.® The southern end of this build-

Trace of Original Structure in Wood.

i

¢ ‘La décoration se compose d'une espéce de trophée en form d’éventail,
qui part du bas de la frise en s'élargissant (juwlu'uu sommet du biatiment
Ce trophée est un ensemble de barres 1|urull<~||-~ terminées par des tétes de
monstres.  Au milieu de la partie superieure, et touchant & la corniche, se
trouve une énorme téte humaine, encadrée a 'égypticnne, avec une corne de
chaque coté.  Ces trophées sont séparés par des treillis de pierre qui don
nent a 'édifice une grande richesse <l'1'f}
ornementation hizarre, composée de grandes figures d'idoles superposdées,
avec un nez disproportionné, tordu et relevé, qui fait songer a la maniere
chinoise.” Charnay, Ruines Amér., pp- 366-7 The first of my engravings
I take from Stephens’ Yueatan, vol. 1., p. 306; the same front being shown
also in Charnay’s photograph 38, in Waldeck’s l»l xv., and in Larenau-
didre, Mex. et Guat., pl.3 "he second engraving 1s from Waldeck’s pl. xvi.,
given also in Larenaudiére, Mex. et Guat., pl. 5, in Norman's Rambles in
Yue., p. 156—where it is incorrectly stated to represent a portion of the
(Casa <L-l Gobernador,—and corresponding with Charnay’s ]r{mtugr;lph 39
The third cut is from Viollet-le-Due, in Charnay, Ruines Amér., p. 65. M
Viollet-le-Duc explains the cut as follows: ‘Supposons des piles ou murs
de refend Aj; si 'on pose & la téte des piles ]tw}m'nlivN patins B, sur les
quels, & angle droit, on embrévera les traverses C, puis les secondes pieces
|li , les deuxiémes traverses C” en encorbellement égalemente embérvees, et
ainsi de suite, on obtient, au droit des tétes de piles ou murs de refend, des
arois verticales, et, dans le sens des ouvertures, des parois inclinées arrivant
a porter les filieres D avec potelets intercalés. Si, d’'une pile a 'autre, on
pose les linteaux E en arriére du nu des pieces BB, et que sur ces linteaux
on établisse des treillis, on obtiendra une construction de bois primitive,
qui est évidemment le principe de la décoration de la facade de pierre du
batiment.” This fagade is ‘the most chaste and simple in design and orna-

et. Les coins ont toujours cette
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ing 18 shown in one of Charnay’s photographs, and,
together with a small portion of the western front, in
a drawing by Catherwood. These views show that
the ends, and probably all of the rear, are made up
of plain wall and lattice- \\'nrk, with elaborate orna-
ments at each of the corners.*

[ now pass on to the opposite, or western building,
known as the Serpent Temple, whose court fagade 1s
shown in the engraving. At the time of the visits
of Catherwood and Charnay a large portion of this

[F @ 00T LTI IO @ ORI NN 0T @ FETHARAL D S OSTAT GNP @ RANPLL i, NPT W kit @
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Western Court Facade—Casa de Monjas.

ment, and it was always refreshing to tugn from the gorgeous and elaborate
masses on the other facades to this curigus and pleasing combination.” Ste
phens’ Yueatan, vol. i, p. 306, *The gastern facade is filled with elaborate
ormaments, differing entirely from the Athers, and better finished.” Norman’s
Riambles in Yue., pp. 1612, *Les hilitfchelons dont la série forme un eone
renversé, sont orneés, & chacune de leurs extrémités, d'une téte symbolique
de serpent ou de dragon.  La téte du Soleil qui touche ala corniche et re
pose sur le troisieme échelon, oftre denx rayons ascendants,
ment de ceux qui flamboient autour du masque,
simihication., ‘

indépendem-
dont je n'ai pu deviner la
€8 trois rayons gui se voient au dessus de la téte ont peut-
etre ‘l“‘l(‘“" rapports avec le meridien, celui du milieu nwlnluml le parfait
cquilibre Des sept masques solalees, un seul était intact
de cette facade offre & I'heure de midi un caractere de grandeur dont il
scrait difficile de donner une idée.” Waldeck, Voy. Iitt

! , pp-102-3
93 Stephens’ Yucatan, vol. i., p. 307, with plate; Charnay, Ruines Amér.,
phot. 43,

L’ensemble
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front had fallen, and the standing portions only were
represented in their drawings and photographs, no
attempt being made in the former at restoration.  In
1835, however, according to the testimony of both M.
Waldeck and Sr Peon, proprietor of Uxmal, 1t was
standing nearly intact; I have umswlmntl\ preferred
to re lmnluw W .tl(i((k\ drawing of a portion of this
facade, especially as the portions shown by Cather-
wood and Charnay agree almost exactly with this
drawing and prove its accuracy. But slight justice
can be done to this, the most magnificent and beau

tiful front in America, by an engraving on so small
a scale as 1 am obliged to employ. Two serpents,
each with a monster’s head between the open jaws
of which a human face appears, and the tail of a
rattlesnnke placed near and above the head at either
end of the building, almost entirely surround the front
above the lower cornice, (ll\l(llll“‘ the surface by the
folds and interlacing of t]nn bodies mtumln‘m- panels.
That 1s, it scems to have been the aim of the builders
to form these panels by the folds of these two mighty
serpents, and the work is so deseribed by all visitors,
but it appears from an examination of the folds, as
shown in the engraving, that the serpent whose head
and tail are shown on the right only encloses really
the first panel, and that each other panel 1s surrounded
by the endless body of a serpent without head or tail.
The scales or feathers on the se rpe nt’s body are some

what more clearly defined than is indicate d in the o

graving, as Is lmm(l by Charnay’s photograph. ||1.
surface of this wall is filled \\1(]1 grecques and lattice

work similar to those of the Governor's House, but
much more complicated; and each panel has one or
more human faces among its decorations, while sey

eral of them have full-sized standing human figures.
Over each doorway and on the rounded corners of the
building, are the usual grotesque decorations, bearing
some likeness to three distorted faces or masks placed
one above another, and all furnished with the project-
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ing curves, or hooks, previously compared to elephants’
trunks.*  Respecting the ends and rear of this build-
ing nothing whatever has been recorded.

The northern building, standing on a terrace twenty
feet above the platform which supports the other struc
tures, and consequently overlooking them all, was very
probably intended by the builders as the crowning
feature of the Casa de Monjas.  Its court facade was
crowded with sculptured designs, grander, perhaps,
and more mposing, but at the same time much less
elegant and refined than those of the fronts already
described.  Apparently from no other motive than to
obtain more space on which to exercise their talent for
decorative art, and thus to render this front more
striking, the builders extended the front wall at reg-
ular intervals above the upper cornice, forming thir-
teen turrets seventeen feet high and ten fect wide,

4 The illustrations of the Serpent front are in Waldeck, Voy. Pitt., pl

xiii., xviil., which latter shows some of the detached faces, or masks; (%
nweey, Ruines Awer., ]»hnt 40, 41, 44; and .\'Iv/;/uu\' Yueatan, vol. 1., pp. 302
3. Rattlesnakes are common in this region.  The proprietor proposed to build
this serpent’s head into a house in Mérida as a memorial of Uxmal
‘Toward the south end the head and tail of the serpents corresponded
in design and position with the portion still existing at the other.” /d.,
vol. 1, pp. 302-3 ‘The remains of two great serpents, however, are
still quite perfect; their heads turned back, and entwining cach other, they
extend the whole length of the fagade, through a chaste ground-work of
ornamental lines, interspersed with various rosettes. They are put together
by small blocks of stone, exquisitely worked, and arranged \nt‘n the nicest
skill and precision.  The heads of the serpents are adorned with pluming
feathers and tassels.” Norman's Rambles an Yue., p. 162, *Son nom lui
vient d'un immense gerpent i sonnettes courant sur toute la facade, dont le
corps, se roulant en entrelacs, va servir de cadre a des panneaux divers. 11
n'existe plus qu'un seul de cex panneaux: c¢'est une grecque, que surinontent
six ecroisillons, avee rosace a 'intérieur; une statue d'Indien s’avance en
relief de la fagade, il tient & la main un sceptrey on remarque au-dessus de
sa téte un ornement figurant une couronne. )/ Charnay, /{/umw Amer., p

367. ‘' Un ornement, imité d'une sorte de pompon en passementerie ter-
miné par une frange, se voit au-dessus de la queue du reptile On découvre
¢aalement dans la frise ces rosettes frangées comme celles signalées dans le
batiment de Vest.” Viollet-le-Due, in Id., p, 69. *En voyant pour la pre

miere fois ce superbe édifice, je ne pus retenir un eride surprise et d'admira

tion, tant les choses originales et nouvelles émeuvent l'imagination et les
sens de Partiste. J'ai cherché a rendre, dans ce qu'on vient de lire, mes pie

mieres im{m‘“mn* Pourquoi n'avouerais-je pas qu'il 8'y méle un peu de
vanité? n pareil sentiment n'est-il pas n-\vu.-«uh{n- chez le voyageur qui
revele au monde civilisé des trésors urt"n»nlugnplrn 8i lopgtemps ignorés, un
style nouvean d’architecture, et une source abondante bu d’autres, plus sa

vants que lui, iront puiser un jour?" Waldeck, Voy. Pitt., p. 100,
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placed generally above the doorways. These turrets,
towering about eighty feet above the site of the city,
and loaded with elaborate sculpture, must have been
a prominent feature of the aboriginal Uxmal. Only
four of the turrets remained standing at the time of
Stephens’ visit, and the wall was otherwise much
dilapidated. The only view is that given in Charnay’s
photographs, none of the turrets being complete at
the time of his visit. The background of the sculp-
ture is divided into panels filled with grecques and
ornamented lattice-work very similar to that of the
Serpent front. Half the doorways are surmounted by
niches like those in the southern facade; while over
the alternate doorways and on all the corners are seen
the immense mask ornaments with the elephant-trunk
projection.”® A peculiarity of this building not noticed
by any authority, but clearly shown in Charnay’s pho-
tograph, 1s that not only are the corners rounded as
in the other buildings, but the walls at the corners are
not perpendicular either above or below the cornice,
inclining inward toward the top at an angle of about
seven degrees. Several human figures are noted
among the decorations, of ruder execution than others
at Uxmal, two of which seem to be playing on mu

sical Instruments resembling somewhat a guitar and
harp; while a third is sitting with his hands crossed
on his breast, and bound by cords.® All that 1s

4 Cut of one of these projecting curves in Norman's Rambles in Yue
p. 162

4 *The whole, loaded as it is with ornament, conveys the idea of vast-
ness and magnificence rather than that of taste and refinement.” Stephens’
Yucatan, vol. i., p. 304.  *The northern front, no doubt, was the principal
one, as | judge from the remains, as well as from the fact, that it is more ele-
vated than the others.” Norman’s Rambles in Yue., p. 161, Norman’s gen-
eral view of the Nunnery includes a view of this northern front, but the
decorations are omitted and the turrets also.  ‘Chaque porte, de deux en
deux, est surmontée d'une niche merveilleusement ouvragée que devaient
occuper des statues diverses. Quant a la frise elle-méme, c’est un ensemble
extraordinaire de pavillons, ou de curicuses figures d’idoles superposées res
sortent comme par hasard de I'afngement des pierres, et rappellent les
tétes énormes sculptées sur les palais de Chichen-Itza. Des mcandres de
pierres finement travaillées leur servent de cadre et donnent une vague idée
de caracteres hiémgl\'phit’lu-.u: puis viennent une succession de grecques de
grande dimension, alternées, aux angles, de carrés et de petites rosaces d'un
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known of the exterior front of this northern building
1s that among its decorations, which are comparatively
plain and simple, are two naked male figures, the con-
dition of whose genital organs indicates the existence
of the same phallic rites of which traces have been
already noted. With the additional remark that
traces of bright-colored paint are still visible in shel-
tered portions of the sculptured fagcades, 1 conclude
my description of the so-called Nunnery.*
Immediately eastward of the Casa de Monjas are
several ruined structures shown in the plan, standing
on terraces somewhat lower than those last men-
tioned. Only one of these, and which one of the four
or five shown on the plan is not stated, has been more
than mentioned by any visitor. This one exception

fini admirable. Le caprice de l'architecte avait jeté ¢d et 1A, comme des
démentis a la parfaite régularité du dessin, des statues dans les positions les
plus diverses. La plupart ont disparu, et les tétes ont été enlevées a celles
qui restent encore.” Charnay, Ruines Amér., pp. 364-5, phot. 36-7. ‘Les

grosses tétes forment la principale décoration des dessus de "mrt«n; les treillis

sont historiés, les encorbellements empilés supprimés.’
Id., p. 67.

11 append a few general quotations concerning the Nunnery: The court
facades ‘ornamented from one end to the other with the richest and most
intricate carving known in the art of the builders of Uxmal; presenting a
scene of strange magnificence, surpassing any that is now to be seen among
its ruins.” Stephens’ Yucatan, vol. 1., p. 300. * All these facades were painted;
the traces of the colour are still \'iﬁnl&l‘, and the reader may imagine what
the effect must have been when all this building was entire, and according
to its supposed design, in its now desolate (tmrwu.\'n stood noble Maya
maidens, like the vestal virgins of the Romans, to cherish and keep alive
the sacred fire burning in the temples.” Jd., p. 307. The bottoms of the
caissons of the diamond lattice-work are painted red. The paint is believed
to be a mixture in equal parts of carmine and vermilion, probably vegeta-
ble colors. Waldeck, Voy. Pitt., pp. 200-1; Zavala, in Antiq. Mex., tom.i.,
div. ii,, pp. 33-4, describes a building supposed to be the Nunnery on
account .,H the serpent ornament, which, however, is stated to be on the
exterior front of the building. Cogolludo, Hist. Yuc., p. 177, describes the
court and surrounding edifices, stating that the serpent surrounds all four
sides.  “Vn gran patio con muchos aposentos separados en forma de claustro
donde vinian estas doncellas. Es fabrica digna de admiracion, porque lo
exterior de las paredes es todo de piedra labrada, donde estan Nu'mllux de
medio relieue figuras de hombres armados, diuersidad de animales, pajaros,
y otras cosas.”  ‘Todos los quatro lien¢os de aquel gran patio (que se puede
Namar plaga) los cific vna culebra labrada en la misma piedra de las pare-
des, que termina la cola por debaxo de la cabega, y tiene toda ella en cir-
cuito quatrocientos pies.’ Jones, Hist. Anc. Amer., p. 93, accounts for the
superiority of the sculpture on the court fagades by supposing that it was
executed at a later date; its protection from the weather would also tend to
its better preservation.

“tollet-le-Duc, in
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House of Birds at Uxmal.
1s the House of Birds. A portion of its front is
shown in the preceding cut, which sufficiently explains
the origin of the appellation.  The interior 18 remark
able for contaming two rooms which are larger than
any others at Uxmal, measuring fourteen by fifty-two
feet, and about twenty feet in height.  One of these
apartments has well-preserved traces of the paint
which formerly covered walls and ceiling; and the
other has an arch which differs somewhat from all
others in this ancient city.  Its peculiarity is that the
overlapping blocks of stone, instead of lying hori-
zontally as in other cases, are slightly inclined, as is
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shown in the cut, forming a nearer approach to the

(1 v/\ . "
Vﬂ%-“ﬂ“ Rl i )

Arch at Uxmal.

principle of the true arch with a key-stone than has
heen found elsewhere in Yucatan. It will also be
noticed in the cut that the blocks, instead of being all
i recular cubical form, are some of them cut elbow
shaped.  This 1s a feature, which, if it exists i other
buildings, has not been particularly noticed.*

¢ Although Zavala says, speaking of the Uxmal ruins in general:  * Cel-
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Still further eastward are the pyramid and building
at D, on the plan, which have been called the Casa
del Adivino, or Prophet’s House; the Casa del Enano,
or Dwarf’s House; Tolokh-eis, or Holy Mountain,
and Kingsborough’s Pyramid; the first three names
originating from traditions among the natives respect-
ing the former occupants of the building; the latter
having been applied by M. Waldeck in honor of the
Irish lord who aided in his explorations. Connecting
the Casa del Adivino with the Nunnery are lines of
low mounds, or terraces, possibly occupied in former
times by buildings, forming a courtyard which meas-
ures eighty-five by one hundred and thirty-five feet,
and in the centre of which, at z, is the usual rude
column, or picote.

The supporting mound, or pyramid, in this case,
from a base of one hundred and fifty-five by two
hundred and thirty-five feet, rounded at the corners
8o as to form an oval rather than a rectangular fig-

ure,” rises with very steep sides to a height of eighty-
eight feet, forming at the summit a platform twenty-
two by eighty-two feet. The surface of this pyramid
is faced with blocks of hewn stone laid in mortar.
The interior is presumably of rough stones in mortar,
although little or nothing is said on this point.*® Ex-
cavations prove that the structure is solid without in-

les qui forment I'aréte & partir de laquelle les plans des murs convergent
}mur déterminer la vofte l)rinlnuliqm- dont j'ai déja parlé, sont taillées en
orme de coude dont I'angle est obtus.” Antig. Mex., tom. i., div. ii., p. 34
‘In the rear of, and within a few feet of the eastern range, are the remains
of a similar range, which is now almost in total ruins. There appear to
have been connecting walls, or walks, from this range to the Pyramid near
by, as [ judged from the rubbish and stones that can be traced from one to
the other.” Norman’s Rambles in Yuc., p. 162. Cuts from Stephens’ Yuca-
tan, vol. i., pp. 311, 430; one of them r(-l'rmluvml in Baldwin’s Anc. Amer.

9 So say Stephens’ text and plan, Viollet-le-Duc, and Charnay’s plan;
but Stephens’ views, except that in Cent. Amer., Charnay's photographs,
and \\'anlm'k'n plan and drawings, do not indicate an oval form. I am in-
clined to believe that the corners are simply rounded somewhat more than
in the other Uxmal structures, and that the oval form indicated in the plan
i8 not correct.

% M. Viollet-le-Duc says it is ‘entiérement composé d'un blocage de
magonnerie revétu de gros moellons parementés,’ in (')uzrnay, Ruines Amér.,
p- 70.
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b

terior galleries. The surface blocks are cubical, about
two feet in dimensions at the base, 1if we may trust
M. Waldeck’s drawing, but diminishing toward the
top. They are not laid so as to break joints, yet so
solid 1s the structure that the powerful leverage of
growing roots has caused comparatively little damage.
The eastern front is shown on the following page. A
stairway one hundred and two feet on the slope, sev
enty feet wide at the base, but narrowing toward the
xnummt composed of mmtv steps, ¢ uh step being
about a foot high and five or six inches wide, leads
up this side. The slope of this stairway 1s so steep,
being inclined at an angle of about eighty degrees,
that visitors have found 1t very difficult to ascend and
descend. Padre Cogolludo was the first to complain
of the steep grade. Ho says: ‘I once did go up th at
of U\uunml, and when I would come down, 1 did 1
pent me; because so narrow are the steps, and so
many in number, that the edifice goes up exceeding
straicht, and being of no small height, the head
swims, and there 1s even some peril in its descent.”
[n the centre of the western slope of the Prophet’s
Pyramid, toward the Nunnery, are certain structures,
which \l Waldeck re presents as projecting ]nntmn\
of the pyramid, or piers, the lower one forming a
platform fifteen by forty feet, sixty feet up the slope;
and the upper rising from this platform and forming a

St Cogolludo, Hist. Yue., p. 193. ‘La subida principal estd 4 la parte
del oriente y se practica por medio de una grada, que 4 la altura referida,
guarda, segun mi cdlculo, el muy escaso declive de treinta pies 4 lo mas:
esta circunstancia, como se deja entender, la hace en extremo pendiente y
peligrosa.  Si no me engaio, la grada 4 que me refiero, tiene de 95 4 100
escaloncitos de J'iwlrzl labrada, pero tan angostos, que apénas pueden recibir
la mitad del pié: la cubren muchos troncos de drboles; espinos, y, lo que es
peor, una multitud de yerba, resbaladiza.” The author, however, climbed
the stairway barefooted. L. (7., in Regustro de Yuc., tom. i, p. 278, ‘Les
cOtés de la pyramide sont tellement lisses qu'on ne peut y monter méme a
'aide des arbres et des broussailles qui poussent dans les interstices des
pierres.” Waldeck, Voy. Pitt., p. 95. The eastern slope 707, and the west-
ern 80°. feller, Reisen, p. 256. Stairway has 180 steps, cach 12 to 15 centi
métres yide and high. Zavala, in Antig. Mex., tom. i., div.ii., p. 33, 100
steps, éach 5 inches wide. Waldeck, Voy. Pitt., p. 71. 100 steps, each 6
inrknw wide. Norman’s Rambles in Yue., p. 163. About 130 steps, 8 or 9
inches high. Stephens’ Cent. Amer., vol. ii., p. 421.

VoL. IV. 13
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second, twenty by twenty-five feet, continuous with
the main summit |:l.|ttunn of the pyramid. The up-
per projection, or pier, has since proved to be a dis-
tinct building, with richly sculptured front,” one
central door, and two plain rooms in the interior; the
outer one seven by fifteen feet, and nineteen feet high;
the inner, four by twelve feet, and cleven feet lnwh
The lower pier may have been a similar structure, but
it 1s completely in ruins below the central platform,
except a few slicht traces of rooms near the base.
Mr Stephens 1s disposed to believe that a broad stair
case of peculiar construction, supported by a triangu
lar arch-—like stairways that will be mentioned later
im a few mstances in connection with other Yucatan
ruins— originally led up to the front of the »nil(ling‘
on the slope; otherwise 1t 1s difficult to 1magine hy
what means these ¢ apartme nts could have been reached.
The stones of these projecting portions are longer than
elsewhere, and laid so as to break joints. On the sum
mit platform stands a small building, twelve feet wide,
seventy-two feet long, and about sixteen feet high,
leaving a promenade five feet wide at its base.  This
building presents no feature with which the reader 1s
not already perfectly familiar, except that 1t contains
only one range of rooms, having no dividing interior
wall.  The mterior 1s divided into three rooms, which
do not communicate with each other, and are not
plastered.  The central room is seven by twenty-four
feet, and its door 1s on the west, just opposite the
platform formed by the projecting pier.  The end
rooms are seven Il\ mmtun 1<|t ‘Hul H[NII Hll thn
promenade at cither side of the castern stairway.

2 ‘Une espece de petite chapelle en contre-has tournée a I'onest; ce petit
morceaun est foulllé comme un Ill_|nll, une sceription parait avoir ete gravee

formant ceinture au-dessus de la porte.” Charnay, Ruincs Amér., p. 368
‘Loaded with ornaments more rich, elaborate, and carefully executed, than
those of any other edifice in Uxmal.” Stephens’ Yueatan, vol. i, p. 313

% In the matter of dimensions, the Casa del Adivino presents the same
variations as the other structures— Stephens, Yweatan, being the authority
followed.  Waldeck makes the platform 45 by 91 feet 8 inches, and the
building 81 feet 8 inches hy 14 IJvM 8 inches.  Zavala calls the building 8
metres square.  According to Norman the pyramid measures 500 feet at the
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Cut on the interior walls of the end rooms, seventy-
two circular ficures, two or three inches in diameter,
have been observed. M. Waldeck, “as usual, has a
theory respecting these circles, or rather he has two
in case one should prove unsatisfactory. He thinks
they may have been made by prisoners to kill time,
have been a lunltl of sacrifices con
'I‘lll‘ .\'"lllllt\ll'(‘([ (l<-<'<il':l(inll.\
as vlt'g':lnt‘ but

or tln\ may
summated in this cue.
of the exterior walls are described
simple.  We have here the back-ground of ornamental
lattice-work, and besides this the promiment feature is
full-leneth human ficures standing on the west

four
doorway, and overlook

front, two on each side of the
ing the courtyard of the Casa de \l”ll'l\ They are
the ficures of males, and are naked, except a sort of
head, a scart round the shoulders, and

helmet on the
l‘l‘(h\.\wi }li:']l

belt round the waist.  The arms are
each hand holds something resem
The genital organs are represented
and were evidently in

on the breast, and
bline a hammer.

in their proper ]H‘u]ml'liull\,
tended l>.\ the N‘llll»tul' as the ]H‘Hlllille‘llf feature of
the statues.  All tl»ln' had fallen from their [rl:n'w.\,
even at the time of M. Waldeck’s visit, but this ex
plorer by careful search collected suthcient fragments
of the four, which are ]llt(l\« I_\ alike, to reconstruct
one, He intended to |bl‘ill§ these t‘l'il!'lllt‘l)t.\ away
but his intentions being thwarted by the
cmissaries of the Mexican government, he buried the
locality only known to himself® It re

with lnim,

statue 1 a

ind is 100 feet high, the platform being 21 by 72 feet, and the build

|l§|‘l'_ {
ing 12 by 60, and 20 feet high.  Charnay pronounces the pyramid 75 to 80
feet high. Stephens, Cent. Amer., vol. i1, PP I’I 2 pives the dimension

as follows:  Pyramid, 120 by 240 feet at base; [n \HHIIH 14 feet wide ontside
the building; building, 68 feet long; rooms, 9 feet wide, 18, 18, and 34 feet
long Friederichsthal’s dimensions l'»\mnml, 120 by 192 feet and 254 feet
high; platform, 234 by 89 feet; building, 12 by 73 feet, and 19} feet higl
Nowrelles Annales des Voy., 1841, tom. xcii., p. 307.  Heller's dimension

Pyramid, 135 by 225 feet, and 105 feet high; platform, 20 by 70 feet; build

ing, 12 by 60 feet, and 20 feet high

AL est a remarquer que le pénis des statues était en érection, et que
toutes ces figures « Lm nt plus particuliecrement mutilées dans cette parti
du corps.’ Walde Voy. Pitt., pp. 9546.  Plate xi. shows the statue and
accompanying ;mvrmn of the wall. *The emblems of life and death appear
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mains to be stated that the decorations of this Proph-
et’s House, like that of the Nunnery, were originally
painted in bright colors.  Blue, red, yellow, and white,
were found by M. Waldeck on the least exposed por
tions. There can be but little doubt that this pyra-
llli‘l was a t-(.'lnlilt: \\'lll'l'n' Lllu Hili‘l'iti(‘t‘i (lt'M'l'iiM,‘(l ill a
preceding volume were celebrated. IL has been cus
tomary with many writers to speak of it, as of all sim-
ilar structures in America, as a Teocalli, the name of
such temples in Andhuac; but thus to apply an Aztec
name to monuments - regions inhabited by ]uu])lt'
whose relation to the Aztees or their ancestors s yet
far from proved, 1s at least injudicious, since 1t tends
to cause confusion when we come to consider the sub-
Jeet of aboriginal history.”

on the wall in close juxta position, confirming the belief in the existence of
that worship practiced by the Egyptians, and all other eastern nations, and
hefore referred to as prevalent among the people of Uxmal.” Stephens” Yu
catan, vol. 1., p. 314, ‘The western fagade 18 ornamented with human
figures similar to caryatides, finely sculptured in stone with great art.’
Norman's Rambles tn Yue., p. 164 It is astonishing how casy the mean
ing of these sculptures may be deciphered when the right person undertakes
the task.  For instance: ‘The translation of the above Sculpture secins as
casy as if a DANIEL had already read the handwriting on the wall! as thus
I'be human figure, in full life and maturity, together with the sex, presents
mortality; over the figure the cross-hones are placed, portraying the figure's
carthly death; while the skull supported by expanding wings (and this Seulp
ture being placed above those of {11" and death,) presents the nmmortal Soul
ascending on the wings of Time, above all t'.lllh\) life, or the corruption of
the crave!” Jones' Hist. An Liner., |> 103

» Stephens, Yueatan, vol. 12, 316, gives views of the ecast and
vest fronts, the former of which Hnu inserted in my description; and in
Cont. Amer., volodic, p. 420, a view from the south, which is copied in Ly
min, Dis Hewtige Mex ., p. 92, which last authority also gives what seems to
be arestoration of the ;r\l amid from Waldeck.  Waldeck's plates, ix., x|
xi., relate to this structure; plate 1x. is a view from a point above lhl whole
nui directly over the centre, including a ground plan of the summit build
ing; plate x. is the western elevation of lln pyramid and building with the
castern elevs ition of the latter; and plate xi. is a view of one of the ~tatues
as already mentioned.  Charnay’s photograph 35 gives a western view of
the whole, which is also included in photograph 38; it is to be noted that
his plan places the Casa del Adivino considerably south of the Nunnery
Norman, Rambles in Yue., p. 162, gives an altogether imaginary Wew of
the pyramid and building, perhaps intended for the western front *La hase
de la colline factice est revétue d'un parement vertical avee une frise dans
laquelle on retrouve imitation des rondins de bois, surmontés d'une sorte
de” balustrade presque entierement détraite.” Viollet-le-Due, in Chgrnay,
Ruines Ameér., p. 70. On the east front of the building are ‘deux por
tes carrées et deux pe tits pavillons couverts d'une espece de toit reposant
\Hlil‘ pilastres.”  “Tel est ce monument, chef-d'oenvre d'art et d'¢légance
SiJ'étais arrivé un an plus tard & Uxmal, je n’aurais pus pu en donner un
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All the principal structures of Uxmal have now
been fully described, and as all conclusions and general
remarks respecting this city will be deferred until 1
can include in such remarks all the ruins of the state,
[ take leave of Uxmal with a mention of a very few
miscellaneous relics slm]\« n of In\ different travelers.

No water has been found in the immediate vie inity
of the city, the dependence having probably been on
‘llllfh I.ll rese I\nll\ ‘lll(l r(«/l(mlrl\ ]m\al] l\ ‘I]\u on \lll)
terranean springs, or senotes, whose lnm]nt\ 18 not
known. There are several of these aguadas within a
radius of a few miles of Uxmal. They resemble, in
their present abandoned condition, small natural ponds,
and their stagnant waters are thought to have much to
do with the unhealthiness of the loc ality.  They have
no appearance of being artificial, but the inhabitants
universally believe them to be so, and Mr Stephens,
from his observations in other parts of the country, is in-
clined to acree with the gt-ncl‘:ll belief. 1 have :lll'(':l(].\'
noticed the dome sh:llwl umlvl'ul‘unntl apartments
which occur frequently among the ruins, and were
probably used as cisterns, or reservoirs, for the storing
up of water for the use of the city. Mr Norman
states also that one of the numerous mnnn(l~‘ that
oceur in all directions; westward of the Nunnery,
found to be an immense reservoir or cistern, having a
double curly; the mterior of which was beautifully
finished with stucco, and 1n j_(tm(l lil‘(“\’t‘l'\‘:lliull‘“ He

11

1S

dessin complet; le centre avait été dégradé par guite de 'extraction de
1&!11‘11|H1'~ pierres nécessaires  la solidité de cette partie de I'édifice.” Wal-
deck, Voy. Pitt., p. 9. Yet if the structure was as perfect and his exam-
ination as complete as he claims, it is very strange, to say the least, that he
did not discover the apartments in the western projections.  Zavala, in Antig
Mex., tom. i., div. ii., p. 33, says that the interior walls of this building are
plastered.  Stephens, Charnay, and Brasseur, Hist. Nat. (7v., tom. ii., pp
H78-88, give the tradition of the Dwarf, which gives this temple one of its
names The construction of these ornaments is not less lmull.n and
striking than the general effect. There were no tablets or single stones,
each representing separately and by itself an entire subject; but every orna
ment or mnnl-ln:niun is made up of separate stones, on each of which part of
the subject was carved, and which was then set in its place in the wall.’
‘Perhaps it may, with propriety, be called a species of sculptured mosaic.’
Stephens’ Cent. Amer., vol. ii., p. 422
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further states that some of these mounds have been
opened and “seemed to have been intended originally
tor sepulchres,” although Mr Stephens could find no
traces of M'[)u]vlll‘nl relics.

M. Waldeck barely mentions the discovery of small
fragments of flint artificially shaped, but beyoud this
there 18 no record of relies in the shape of mmple-
ments.  Traces of pottery are nearly as rare. Mr
Norman says he found fragments of broken vases on
the pyramid E of the plan; and Mr Stephens found
similar fragments in one of the reservoirs on the plat-
form of the Governor'’s House, together with a nearly
complete tripod vase, one foot in diameter, with enam-
cled surface.

Mr Friederichsthal found on a low mound five stones
lying, as he states, from north-west to south-west (?),
the middle one of which was over twelve feet long
and covered with carved figures.

A native reported to Sr Zavala that he had seen a
stone table, painted red, located in a cellar, and indi-
cating a place of sacrifice.  This report would not be
worth recording were 1t not for the fact that similar
tables are of frequent occurrence in Chiapas, as will
be seen in the following chapter.

The Abbé Domenech has something to say of Ux-
mal antiquities; he says that “carved figures repre-
sentine Boudha of Java, seated on a Siva's head,
were found at Uxmal, in Yucatan.,”®

One and a half hour’s ride westward from Uxmal a
mound surmounted with ruins, called Senuisacal, was
seen at a distance ; and about the same distance north-
westward, not far from Muna, was found one of the
typical buildings on a mound. This building was
nearly entire, except that the outer walls above the
cornice had fallen.  Between this place and Uxmal,
about five miles from the latter, 1s a mound with two

4 Stephens’ Yucatan, vol. i., pp. 248-51, 227-8; Norman's Rambles in
Yue., pp. 166, 157; Waldeck, Voy. Pitt., p. T4; Friederichsthal, in Nou-
velles Annales des Voy., 1841, tom. xcii., pp. 307-8; Zavala, in Antig
Mer., tom. i, div. ii., p. 35; Domenech’s Deserts, vol. i., p. 5l
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buildings, to which the same deseription will apply.
These ruins were seen by Mr Stephens during a hasty
tn]) from Uxmal, un: ummp.mn(l by his artist com-
panion.  Ruins u}mr\ul \tI“ further westward will
be included in another group.®

[n deseribing the ruins outside of Uxmal which
compose the central group, and which may for the
most part be passed over rapidly from their similarity
to each other and to those :1|l‘v:u]‘\' desceribed, 1 shall
locate each by bearing and distance as accurately as
]ms.\‘il'lv‘ and all the ])I‘illt'i[h‘ll localities are also lad
down on the map. This matter of location 1s not,
however, very important. The whole central region
is strewn with mounds be: aring ruined buildings; some
of these have received particular attention from the
natives and from travelers, and have consequently
been named. I shall deseribe them by the names that
have been so app lied, but 1t must be noted that ve ry
few of these names are in any way connected \\Itll the
aboriginal cities; they were mu.\tI.\ applied at first to
]):n'timll:u‘ structures, and later to the ruins ill their
immediate viciity; consequently several of the small

groups which have been honored with distinet names,

may, in many instances, have formed a part of the
same city.

At Saché,—meanimg a ‘paved road of white stone,’
a name derived from such a paved way in the vicmity,
which will bhe mentioned later, four or five miles
south-cast of UUxmal, besides other ‘old walls™ 1s a
group of three buildings.  One of them is twelve and
a half I;‘\' fi“.\ three feet: none, however, present
any peculiar feature, save that in one of the door
ways two columns appear.®

Somewhat less than ten miles eastward of [Uxmal
1s the town of Nohcacab, ‘the great I)L'H'(‘ of vood
land,” preserving the name of an aboriginal town which

5 Stephens’ Yucatan, vol. 1., pp. 188, 221-2

% Stephens’ Yueatan, vol. ii., p. 122 with plate showing front of one

building
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formerly existed somewhere in this vicinity. In this
\'i“x'l(‘_:'(' are Hl‘\'('l'(‘ll Ill‘Pllll(lN; Jlll(l a S('llll'tl”'\‘(l lll'il(l.
with specimens of pottery, has been dug up in the
plaza. The surrounding country within a radius of a
few miles abounds in ruins, two of which are particu
larly mentioned.  The first is known as Xcoch, and
consists of the pyramid shown i the cut. It

i.\‘ 1)1‘

Pyramid of Xcoch.

tween eighty and ninety feet high, plainly visible from
the |'1'n|'|n‘t'>‘ House at Uxmal, but the |rl|iltli||;‘"> ol
its summit, like its sides, are almost completely in ruins,
although traces of steps yet remain.

‘ Gireat and mar
velous stories were told l».\' the natives concerning a
senote, or \\'1'”, in this \'il'i!lit}': and 1t ]rl'u\wl mdeed to
he a most wonderful cavern with branching subter
ranean galleries, worn by the feet of ancient carriers
of water; but it was entirely of natural formation, a
single block of sculptured stone; with the worn paths
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]b(lll” t}l« nnl\ traces ()f ]lldl)\ ])10\( nce. ']‘hf‘ su'nml
of the ruins 1s that of \u]llult ‘oreat lord,” three
miles from Nohcacab toward Uxmal, whose buildings
are plainly visible from it, and of which it may, not
improbably, have been a continuation or th]nn(lun\
A mound, or pyramid, two hundred and fifty feet long
at the |m\<, and one hundred and tlH\ feet ]ll«'h on (]w
slope, with a nearly perfect stairway on the southern
side, supports a portion of a dilapidated building,
which overlooks the numerous ruins scattered over the
plain at its foot. A single corridor, or room, is left
intact, and 1s only three feet and five inches wide.
At the foot of the stairway is a platform with a picote,
as at Uxmal, in its centre. There was also lying at
the foot of the steps, the flat stone
represented in the cut, measuring
eleven and one third feet in length
by three feet ten inches in width.
The human figure in low relief on
its surface i1s very rudely carved,
and was moreover much defaced by
the rains to which for many years 1t
had been 1~.\‘.])n>‘u|, Near the pyra
mid another platform, two hundred
feet square, and raised about twenty
feet, supports buildings at right
angles with each other, one of which
has two stories built after a method
which will be made clear in describ-
ing other ruins. The only others of
the many monuments of Nohpat
which throw any additional light on Yucatan (mtnlnl—
ties, are those 1<>lln(1 on a le \\l .\lmt, whose h]ldl)( 1S
that of a right-angled triangle with a mound at each
angle. Here are many scattered blocks and fragments,
two of which united formed the statue shown in the cut
on the next page. It is four and a quarter feet high
and a foot and a half in diameter. The face seems to
be represented as looking sideways or backward over

Nohpat '\'(‘llllrtlm‘
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r the the shoulder, and is surmounted by a head-dress in
left which the head of a wild beast may be made out,
wide. recalling slightly the 1dols which we have already seen
cote, in Nicaragua. Other statues might doubtless be re-

o at constructed by means of a thorough search, but only
stone the stone blocks shown in the cut are luntuul‘uly
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. Skull and Crossbones.

idred

renty ks . Thev are twentv-seve hes hich and

s ohk mentioned. iey are twenty-seven inches high anc

l}'n‘% '] from sixteen to twenty-two inches wide, bearing alter

‘ ;“ Il nately sculptured on their fronts the skull and cross-

't ',“" hones, symbols in later times—perhaps also when these

werib . v % N o o .

28 ¢ carvings were made—of death.  In its or®nal condi-

‘ll\ “t tion f\uh}mt may not unlikely have been as grand a
a . .

ap city as Uxmal, but it is almost completely in ruins.”

](llll

pe 18 70n Xcoch and Nohpat see Stephens’ Yucatan, vol. i., pp. 348-58,

each 3628, with cut of the pyramid, beside those given in the text. Cut

nts of former ruin reproduced in Baldwin’s Anc. Amer., pp. 1445 ‘Una

ents, infinita. multitud de edificios enteramente arruinados, esparcidos sobre

e cut toda la extension del terreno que puede abrazar la vista

Esta como
hict cadena de ruinas que desde Uxmal se prolonga con direccion al S. E.
11

por mas de 4 millas, induce 4 creer que es la continuacion de esa inmensa
ns to ciudad.”  “Muchos edificios colosales enteramente arruinados, que, aunque
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