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NOTES AND NEWS.

Owing to the amount of space taken up in
the last ( HRISTIAN by the account of the
annual meeting, we have on hand several
contributions for which we cannot find room
in this issue. We hope to give them g place
next month,

‘I'tie on winter evenings are hastening on.
Are you planning to get some helpful books
to be read aloud around the fireside? In the
country the winter is about thé only time
that brings with it the leisure for much of
this kind of profitable enjoyment.

Wanted for the next CHRISTIAN. What ?
Church news from every church in the Mari-
time Provinces. Give us that and we will
give you a paper that will be full of interest
not only to our home readers, but to those
of our numbér who have gone to the United
States.

Not long since Bro. Zachary, of Lexington,
Ky., held a debate with a sectarian preacher
at Akin, Ill. Of course both sides claim the
viotory. But evidently it was with Bro. Z.,
for after the debate he held a four-days’
meeting with 51 additions, 89 by baptiam
and 12 from the denomination represented
by his opponent.

———

Attention is directed to the tracts adver-
tised on the last page. They are cheap
enough for general distribution and interest-
ing enough to command a careful reading.
The one on °* Heathenism ” gives a vivid

ioture of horrible Chinese scenes, 1tis well
or people in Christian lands to sometimes
see how highly favored they are when com-
parel with the inhabitants of heathen lands.

The annual convention of the Disciples of
Obrist in New England, will be held with
the church 1n Worcester, Mass., October
2-4, 1898 Among those who have
place on the programme sre : Harry Min-
viok, R. H. Bolton, E. T. Edmunds, W. A.
Belding, B. H. Hayden, and many others.
There are to be papers on Home and Foreign
Missions ; Obristian Giving, How and Why ;
and the importance of the Christian Press.
We hope for a raport of this meeting from
Broi- Minniok,

It was a happy thought of the churches at
the convention at West Gore, to seleot &
number of brethren who would try to perfect
means by which more of our literature shall
be putinto the hands of those in the provinces
who are in sympathy with oar plea and also
those who are unucqiainted with it. We
look for gratifying results from this move-
ment if it obtains the financial suppurt which
its merits demand.

Wo want to greatly increase tho number of
our subscribers. We can do so if our present
readers will assist us. If you know of any
one who would likely become a subscriber
send us the name and address and we will
mail him asample copy. Or better still :
When renewing your subscription pay for a
paper to be sent for a year to some friend
whom yon will name. Some of our readets
do that,

We ses that the churches in New York
state have determined to secure an evaungelist
who shall work with present congregations
and enter new fields. They expect to get
Bro. B, B, Tyler for this work. He will
understand the needs and opportunities of
the east and we hope to see him eminently
successful in the evangeligtic fleld. No ove
church could support bim in this work but
all co-operating cun. It would be folly for
the churches to refuse to act together ; folly
for any omne to hold aloof.

St. John has recently been visited by a
number of prominent Unitarian women.
Their ostensigle purpose was the advance-
ment of women, but they seemed to be as
much, or more, interested in the advance-
of Unitarianism. At any rate they sought
to give that uochristian system a boom. For
refined infidelity commend us to Unitarian-
18m. It is as cold as the North Pole, if not
a8 poisonous a8 the upas tree. Let us be
thankful that & system that denies the
divinity of Jesus, and puts heathen philoso-
phers by the side of the Son of God, 18 losing
1t8 hold where it was once most firmly rooted.

Would it be wise for the Churches in N.
B, N. S. and P. E. L to obtain a large tent,
and during the summer months go into com-
munities where we are unknown and present
what we regard as the only feasible and
seriptaral basis of Christian union? We
couid thus secure a hearing that we perhaps
otherwise could not obtain, With a tent, an
able msn, a good singer, and, most import-
ant of all, the old-fashioned gospel, great and
lasting good could be done. There would,
perhaps, at first be a prejudice against a tent,
but that would pass away. ©Th's matter is
worth thinking about.

Springfield, Illinois, is the meeting place
of the National conventions of the Disciples of
Christ in the United States, aud October 16-
23 the date. We think the Home Mission
Board, which is aiding the work in Halfax
and in Pioctou, will be able to report more
moueg raised and more work doue than dur-

ing ¢

.Bible names.

to fore'gn missions have largely increased
and we hope to learn that the 100,000 line
has been reached. We will expect an account
of this meeting from Bro. W. F. Shaw,
Walnut, Il1l. Will he please take notice and
notes.

Some of our subsoribers want to know to
whom they should seud mouney for their
subscriptions to the CHRISTIAN. It i8 best
to send it to Henry V. Stewart, Box 56, St.
Joho, N, B,, who will credit it on the bopks
and send a receipt to the remitter.  This
advice is of course, intended for those only
who cannot pay through an agent.” There ia
a list of agents on the eighth page. Before
the new year comes we expect to send bills
to all in arrears, and our labors will be much
lightened it those who are bekind with
their subsoriptions, will pay up before that
time.

One of the most wortby of the mgdn
appedls now being made to the thurches 1s
that in behalf of ministers who haye given
their lives to building up the kingdom of
Christ, but who now in their old age and
iofirmities, find themselves without support;
also in behalt of widows and orphans of
ministers who are left unprovided for. The
churches must be ungrateful indeed if these
appesls do not awaken a hearty akd prompt
response. But we fear, from the way A. M.
Atkinson, Wabash, Ind., the treasarer’of, the
fund, writes, that the responses are neither
NUMErous nOr generomns.

Bro. Martin, of Montague, P, E. 1., has
entered the College of the Bible, Lexington,
Ky. We wish him and all our othgr young
men who are studying for the miristry great
success. Some of them will complete their
course this school year. Will not some of
our preacherless churches give them employ-
ment and ample remuneration ? It is not
because our young men do not want to come
back that they do not return. It is more
Likely becanse the churches want them  to
make all the sacrifices. That is too much
for any church to ask. The churches that
will not make sacrifices for thémselves
should uot expect preachers to make sacri-
fices for them.

We see by tha New England Messenger
that the Union Committes, appoiuted by
the Disciples of Christ, of New Eagland,
and the Churches of God, of Maine, met at
Searsport, Me,, Aug. 3lst, 1896. Bith
recognize that in the Ohristian system Christ
is central and supreme. Both accept the
word of God as their guide in mattecs of
faith and practice, calling Bible things by
There are some differences
which it is recommended should be adjusted
go that both may ultimately become ‘¢ one
body in Christ Jesus.” Great harmony pre-
vailed and it is hoped that great good may
come from the conference. 'I’he committees
are going slowly, and some .times that is the
best way to go. We will T..ch with intérest
these efforts to coime to “the unity of the

e preceding: yéar. Thé contributing' spirit-in the bonds of peade.”
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Aews of the Churches.

Mirron, N. 8.
The Christian church of this place has been
greatly blessed for a long time by having for its
pastor Eider Howard Murray, onc who has labored
with it tho greater part of twenty-two years, during
which time he has ever tried to hold up Christ
as the ideal one to follow, thus trying to lead souls
to the fountain of living waters and into the
green pastures of God’s love and mercy. Aaa
preacher Bro. M. presented the truch in such a
manoer a8 to go home to the hearts of those who
were under the thraldom of guilt, convincing them
of sin and icading to an acceptance of Christ, at
the same time strengthening in divine hife those
who had started on their journey heaveaward.
Knowing that success consists not only in Uring-
ing hearers of the truth into the fold of Christ,

bLut also in watching and caring for them after
they are iu, Bro M. was successful in his work,
He was of a kind and gemal nature, ready for the
social as well as the spiritual part of Jife. His
sermons were wcll apprecinted, and commended
by all who with wiﬂing winds, were ready to
investignte by comparing with the word of God,
secing if such things were true.

His work during thc twenty-two years was
mostly with the churches at Milton and Summer-
ville.  Of the latter special mention is made, as
but a short time ago there were very few there
who met together to break bread; but by a con-
tinuance in the work of faith and Ly the effort of
Bro. Murray a development in Christian growth
was soon discernible, for many accepted the
Saviour and went forward in obedience to his com-
mands, In like mancer many accepted Christ
under the teaching of Bro. M in Milton, and so
his labors were blessed, Although he was with
us 80 long, our efforts were to secure his labors a
while longer, but he (Bro. M ) thought a change
wotuld be better 8o while we miss his moving
about in our circle, laboring 'for the extension of
Christ's kingdom, we trust that his laborg in other
places may be abundantly blessed and at the end
of life he may join the great circle above where
partings shall be known no more.

W. R McEwEN,

———

HarLirax, N. S.
NORTH STREET CHRISTIAN CHURCI,

Lord’s day services—Preaching 11 a. m. and 7
p. m.; Sunday-school, 2.80 p. m.; Junior Y. P. 8.
C. E. 4 p. m ; fifteen minutes prayer-meeting at
the close of evening germon; Y. P. 8. C. E.
Monday night at 8 o’clock; prayer-meeting Wed-
nesday night at 8 o’clock.

It will be seen in the above announcements that
the North Street Christiac church bas a Junior
Society of Christian Endeavor. This society was
organized yesterday (Lord’s day) afternoon with
over twenty members as a begiuning. The officers
for the current six mounths are C Studdart, Super-
intendent ; Gertie Wallace, Assistant Superinten-
dent ; Staxby Lornas, President : Winnie Stevens,
Vice-President ; Millie Hancock, Secretary; Frank
Richardson, Treasurer ; Violet Richardson, orgaun-
ist. Thisyoung society has started out under very
favorable circumstances and with an excellent
corps of officers, and we shall hope for great
things. It will be under the care, oversight and
direction of the pastor of the church and the
sepior’ Y P. 8. C. E.

The ** O Gin 8an " mission band is no more, our
Juniors willnow do its missicn work. Our young
people are quite enthusiastic and will doubtless do
much more in the line of missions than hereto-

fore.
Our delegate to the Charlottetown convention of

the Y. P. 8, C., E, gave us on his return a very
complete report of the many good things said and
dope at that meeting—Bro. Lloyd-lbson showed

THE CHRISTIAN.

plainly that he svent to the couvention on business ,
and not ag a sight-ccer,

I listened for nearly two hours last night to a
burbing. scathing, yet true denunciation of the
Roman Catholic confessional, The speaker’s
address was  from a personal experience of
twenty-eight years inside the Roman Cutholic
ccclemasticnl corporation. The lecture was the
fourth of u series delivered in Halifax by Evangelist
Leyden, of Boston, in the presence of thousands
of hearers, and yet not a line of mention or report
has appeated in our dailies  Thousands of the
best citizens listened to and endorsed the senti-
ments of this fearless spesicer, and yet our daily
press, purporting to give to the public the news
of the day was as silcant us the grave., Cowardly
press, gagged by Rome, we pity such contemptible
fear, For nearly a week several of our papers
have been commenting on, lauding and pubhshing
the vaporings of one Dr Foly, a Hualifax Roman-
1st, at present abroad; and when a devoted Chris-
tisn man who has had the bravery to break away
from the unhallowed despotisms of the Romish
chureh, in open discussion and from the public
rostrum, warns and instructs against the inroads of
such an insidious avd specious system of error,
not & word of approval or comment is to be found
on the pages of what pretends to be the con-
servators of the public weal,

The crying need ¢f the houris fo1 a truer and
braver Protestantism  Our press, and too oiten
our pulpits, are blinded and hood-winked by this
blood-thirsty, soul-cursing, liberty-hating, hydra-
headed ecclesiasticism—the Rowman Catholie church
This system grinds down its followers with the
iron heel of ignoranic and degraded superstition,
It is a stifler of conscience, and » debaser of human
reasons It degrades manhood, aud outrages the
tender sensibilities of womanhood. We know of
no better, no surer way of warning humanity
against the papal system of slavery and sin, than
to tear away the filithy curtain that shuts in her
abominations and let ¢common sense and common
decency be shocked by the disclosure  This
Evangelist Leyden did last night with a strong
hand. It was hinted that there would be trouble
in Halifax if Mr. Leyden did what he promised;
but the lecturer more than filled the bill, and was
throughout cheered and applauded to the echo by
as intelligent audicnce &s ever grected a public
speaker in this city. If there were those present
or in the vicinity of the itnmense audiences who
came to disturb, they evidently thought discretion
to be the better part of valor, Not the slightest
word or evidence of dissent from the remarks of
the speaker was heard throughout—but at all
times a deep feeling of disgust and disapproval of
the evils portrayed—(frequently fiuding vent in
expressions of shame auvd surprise.  We hope
thulf Rome will soon be on her trial in this country.
—T. H. B.

WestrorT AND TiverToN, N. S.

The work at these two points is moving onward
slowly.,

The pastor was absent from his fleld of work
over two Lord’s days The first he spent at the
Annual Leeting in West Gore, and the second at
the same place, holding special meetings. Asa
result of his efforts during the week foliowing the
Anpual Meeting, two souls confessed their faith
in Christ, and were Laptized by bim. Two came
out during our Couvention, so that by the influ-
ence of the weetings three additions were made to
the church at West Gore, and one to that at
Elmsdale.

Closing up my work at West Gore cn Sunday
morning, Sept 13, Bro. Bruce McDonald brought
me to Newport, where I preached, Bro. Martin

Stevens took me to his home, and at night I
reached at their school house  On Monday even-
1ng I came by rail to Port Williams, and stopped at
the hospitable home of Bro. Ford for two days.
The brother drove me around nearly forty miles,
in order to see the ‘‘Garden of Nova Scotia.”
From the *‘ Look-off " we had the finesc view we
ever hebeld, within the same area of country.
| The Corawallis Valley certainly beggars deserip-
tion. We saw the places made famous by Long-
fellow in his Evangeline. To say that I am de-
lighted with Nova Scotia, is to put it mildly,

I was much pleased with our Aunual Meeting,
on the whole, and trust that its fruits may be scen
in incrensed efforts during the present year. I was
very glad also for the privilege of becoming
acquainted with so mauny of the bLrethren and
sisters of the Provinces. 1 am certainly thankful
for the welcome given me as a newcomer to this
portion of the Lord’s vineyard,

J. W. Bovrrox,

CorNwaALLIS, N. S.

Since returning from the Aonual we bave had
six additions to the church here; three by bap-
tism and three from another communion, Five of
these are from coe family; the father and mother,
two sons and a son’s wife. These all come to our
regular Lord’s day meetings, .

Bro R. E Stevens has been with us over the
last two Lord's days, preaching for us at both
morving and evening services, while I filled my
regular appointments at Sheflicld’s Mills and Cold
Brook in the afternoons. Bro. Stevens is always
greeted with & good congragation here, and his
preaching is very much enjoyed.

We also had a very pleasant and protitable visit
from Bro. H, Murray just before the Annual. He
preached ten excellent sermons for us at five differ-
ent points; all of which were greatly enjoyed, nad
did us much good

Our good Brother J. W Bolton, of Westport
and Tiverton, stopped off and spent two or three
days, on his way home from the Annual, and
preached onesermon at our regular prayer meeting
service, As we had out this opportunity to hear
him, we gladly availed ourselves of it, and were
greatly pleased and profited by the e rnest and in-
structive sermon he gave us,

Buch visitations as these always do us good, and
the *‘latch string’ is always on the outside for
these brethren. The outlook for still others to
tako their stand on the Lord s side is good. Our
meetings are well attended aud our social meetings
are very interesting. E. C Fogp.

Port Williams. September 28, 1896. .

CBARLOTTETOWN, P. E. L,

Our mectiogs here are good. The attendance
is increasing, Bro Manifold is still working with
untiring zeal. A short time ago we had the plea-
sure of hearing Bro, Norten preach. He showed
himself to be a close student of the Bible, and
presented the truths therein contained in a clear
sud masterly maoner, Bro. Mamfold and Bro R.
E, Stevens, of Pictou, exchanged pulpits a few
weeks ago.  Bro Stevens preached two excellent
discourses which were appreciated by all.

While Bro. Mavifold was attending the Conven-
tion at West Gore, N, 8., Bro. J 8. Bmith of
Hiram, O, preached very acceptably iu the morn-
ing. We held a social meeting in the evening, as
Bro. 8mith had another appointment. We were
delighted to bave Bro. H. Murray, of Milton, N.
S, present with us and leading our Wednesday
evening prayer mecting a short time ago. He was
on his way to New Glasgow, P, E. L., to hold a
protracted mceting.

The Y. P. 8, C E. convention has come and
gone, A number of our preacbers were in atten-
dance. At our rally, Bro. H, W. Stewart, of 8t.
Joho, presided. The keynote of the meeting was
Loyalty to Christ. The different speakers apoke
of the benefit of having a C. E Society in connec-
tion with the Church. Brothers D, Crawford, R.
E. Stevens, R. W 8tevenson. D A. Morrison, J.
Smith and others addressed the meeting. We were
pleased to hear from our delegate from Halifax,
Bro. Ibson. The meeting was encouraging and
enthusiastic.

Our hearts have been cheered and strengthened
by meeting with our visitibg brethren during the
past few months. God grant that his richest
blessing may attend our work here.

Brethern, we need your prayers, aud sympathy
in our work, as we have a great many discourage-
ments. M L. 8.

New Grasaow, P. E. 1,

Howacd Murray is now preaching every evening
and on Lord’s Days at New Glasgow, P. E.1 Oa
the 20th three made the good confession. Also
two more came forward at Bradalbauc and on the
28th these five were baptized at New Glasgow,
The meetings at the latter place still continue,
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The meeting at Shubenacadie, conducted
by Bro. Stevens, lasted only s week. There
was one added by obedience. Wet weather
interfered somewhat with the attendance.

Bro. Hiram Wallace remained at ‘Pictou
for three Lord’s days in September and
greatly benefitted the cause. Bro. Stevens
resumes his labors there on October 4th.

Remember that each of the churches were
asked to take up a montbly collection for
this fund. The Sunday-schools and Eudeavor
societies are cordially invited to aid in this
good work. Regular systematic giving in
any church will result in large amounts
being collected. Get into a regular order of
collecting if you wish to help the cause in
these provinces more than you did last year.
Bro. Hines is remembering this fund again.
He is desirous of a meeting at Gulliver’s Cove,

When the people of God went into Canaan
. they were commanded to destroy all the
inhabitants thereof, so that temptation and
sin might be removed from the land, and
that they might enjoy happiness and holiness.
So we must do what we can to convert the
people in our own land. If we fail in this,
as did the people of old, we may be enticed
into sin and fail to gain the ¢ better land.”

Come up then to the help of the Lord
against the mighty.

RECEIPTS.

Previotsly acknowledged, ... 392 80
St. John, Mission Band 5 00
‘¢ Coburg St. ». 8., 16 00

¢ Main 8t. 8. 8., 2 68
Milton, per M. 8. Freeman, .... 3 00
Gulliver’s Cove, J. S. Hines, .... b 00
$124 47

J. 8. FracLonr,
Post Office, St John, Secretary.

Soveign Rlisgions.

Maritime C. W'. B. M.

Expect great thinge from God.
Attempt great things for God.

DEaR SisTeERS,— We can hardly real:ze that
another missionary year has closed and that
the annunal of 1896 is a thing of the past.
We must work while the day lasts, for the
night is coming when no man can work.
Our meetings this year were inspiring and
helptul. We will not soon forget the few
days spent at West Gore. We regret that
more of our sisters could not have been
present. It was truly & time of refreshing
from the hands of our Father. Oune of our
gisters said she felt that she must be a better
Christian after that meeting, and she longed
to work more earnestly for Christ and the
church. We come together in these annual
gatherings to review the past and plan for
the future, but the meeting is not a success
unless we are made to feel our personal
responsibility to God. It is a fitting time to
give ourselves to the Master, saying, ¢ Lord,
what wilt thon hg,ve me to do??” -

I know you are interested in the meetings
of the C. W. B. M. I wish all our sgigters
could have heard Sister Ryan’s paper on
¢ Our Literature.” It is time we were giv-
ing more atlention to this important subject.
There are so many things I would like to
mention, but I can only spaak of one ens
couraging feature of our business meeting—
and that is the way our young sisters took
hold of the work. It made our hearts glad
to see them so willing to help in this great
work.

Youn noticed in the last CHRISTIAN that
we decided to keep the first Sunday in July
as ‘“ Comrade Day.” Taat should have read
““Crusade Day.” We vpropose to make
this one of the best days in the whole year.
On that day the work of the C, W. B. M. will
be brought before the church, and during the

following week every sister in the church
will be asked to contribute to foreign mis-
sions, In order to make this a success we
must have the hearty support of our pastors,
and we know they will giadly help us in this
work.

And now we have entered upon another
year of service. * | pray that God may show
us how we can best honor and serve him.
Let us live as if we knew this would be our
last year on earth, And when we come up
to another anpual meeting may we be able
to report many souls born into the kingdom.

Yours in the fellowship of the service,

OARRrIE F. Payson,

Those sending money for Foreiga missions
will please notice the address as given below.
All lettere will be addressed to Waverley, but
money orders will have to be drawn on Hali-
fax —the nearest money order office — and
then sent to my address.

Please remember that all Foreign mission
money i8 sent to my address and not to St.
John, as this latter makes extra expense.

RECEIPTS.
Collection at West Gore, . $31 62
New Glasgow—
From Church, .. 86 00
St, Joha—
Ladies’ Aid, ceee 2 60
Westport—
Ladics’ Aid. 60
$70 62
CHILDREN’S WORK.
Lord’s Cove~
Mission Band, . 81 88
Tiverton—
Mission Band, 100
$2 38
Suste B. Forp, Treasurer.

Waverley,
Halifax Co., N, 8.

Do not think any trial sanctified till you
have a suitable frame for the trial whatever
it be. Are you humbled? Are you prayer-
ful? Are you submissive? Have you looked
inward and confeesed your sins? Unless
affliction has brought you to this it has done
you no good.

Let us remember that our usefulness as
Christians depends far more on what we are
than what we do.

Satan seleots his disciples when they are
idle, but Christ chose bis while they were
busy at work, either mending their nets or
casting them into the sea.

N
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FACTS THAT TELL.

In 1843 only six Christians could be found
in the empire ofs China. Now there are
50,000 commanicants.

Fifty years ago there was not a native
Christian in the Friendly Islands. Now
there are 30,000 church members,

In the New Hebrides fifty years ago there
was not & Christian. Now there is said not
to be a heathen.

There have been three millions of converts
in the heathen world in the past 100 years.

There are now about one hundred thousand
converts every year in heathen lands, or 274
every day, or 11 every hour in the day.

Oan the ground of statistical data it has
been calculated that the traffic originated in
the commercial world by means of mission
work re-pays ten-fold the capital expended.

At the beginning of this century the Bible
could be studied by only one-fifth of the
earth’s population. Now 1t is translated into
langnag-s that make it accessible to nine-
tenths of the world’s inhabitants.

Micronesia saw her first conversions to .
Christianity but a little more than a quarter
of a century ago. Now there are forty-seven
self supporting churches,

Pomare, the Sonth Sea Island Kiog, died
at tho age of seventy years. At his birth the -
first missionaries were just landing., At his
death three hundred of the Suuth Sea Island-
ers had become Christianized.

Seventy-five years ago there was not a con-
vert in all Polynesia. Now the converts -
number 750,000 Aund they have sent .a .
baud of missionaries to other benighted.
tribes. .

Japan had but ten Christians in 1872,
Now there are 40,000 Buddhist priests -
have dwindled from 244,000 to 50,000—a
most significant fact, S .

In Burmah, seventy years ago, there was
not a single Christian. Now there are not
far from 100,000. The Baptists alone have
600 churches and neurly 30,000 commauni- -
cants, L . :

Dr. Paton says of the New Hebrides— .
‘“ Since I entered the field thirty-four years
8go, by God’s blessing on the nnited labors
of our missionaries, He has given us about
14,000 converts, and about two hundred of
them are engaged as native teachers.

In 1812, all Christian teaching was prohi- .
bited in India. Now the governwment in
appreciation of missions, give large sums and .
valuable lands for the erection of hospitals, '
educational buildings, and for the support of
medical missionaries. F. M. Ra1ns,

There is sanctity in suffering when méekly
borne. Our duty, though set about by thorns,
may still be made u staff, supporting while
it tortures. Cast it away, and, hike the
prophet’s wand, it changes to a snake.

Let me remember that I am nothing, have
vothing, can bear nothing; and that my
Gepending on myselt is madness, and my
depending on the Lord is heavenly wisdom.

Spiritual blessings are the best blessings ;
and those are blessed indeed who are blessed
with them. God’s blessings are realities and-
produce real effects. We can but wish a
blessing; he commands it. Those whom he
blesses are blessed indeed.— Henry.

Wonder not at your trial be they never so
strauge, and grievous and distressing. Al
is wall ;" some secret end ig to be.answered
which ‘you see not. God is in all’; the hand-
and love-of a'father is-thers,Lu4ill, """ "~

X
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Instead of the usual editorinl we give in
this number extracts from an article in the
Sunday School Times on conversion.

““Ag a natural consequence of the common
misunderstanding of the mission und work
of the [oly Spirit, there is a widespread
popular feeling that sinners are converted
from their cvil course to the service of God,
rather than that they themselves turn to God,
when they see it to be their duty to do so.
The incorrect language of our ordinary Kng-
lish Bible, in referring to this act or process
of conversion, has been a fruitful cause of
this misconception.

In our old version it would appear that
Jesus said to his disciples, “ Except yo be
converted, and hecome as little children, ye
shall in no wise enter into the kingdom of
heaven.” But in the new, and more correct
version, it reads, ‘“ Except ye turn, and be-
come s little children, ye shall in no wise
enter into the kingdom of heaven.” In our
old version, again, Jesus is said to have
counseled Peter, in view of his coming
denial and repeutance, ‘“ When thou art
converted, atrengthen thy brethren.” But
the new version gives it thus : ¢ When once
thou hast turned again, stablish thy brothren.”
According to the old version, Peter preached,
after the day of Pentecost, to the people in
the temple courts: ‘‘ Repent ye therefore,
and be converted, that your sins may be
blotted out.” According to our new version,
Peter’s call was : “ Repent ye therefore, and
turn again, that your sing may be blotted
out.”

These differences in the two versions, in
their teachings on this point, represents
tairly well the difference between the popular
idea of ¢ conversion,” and the Bible idea of
it. The popular thonght is that conversion
is wrought on or in a man by outside influ-
ences, or by a force from above. The Bible
thought is that conversion is the act of the
individnsk himself, for which he is directly
respongible, however he may be affected by
influences from without and above. The
old version seemed to say to the sinner, ¢ Bo
converted.” The new version distinctly says
to him, ¢ Tarn.” There iz no such com-
mand, either in word or spirit, as ** Be con-
verted,” in the new and more correct version.
Yet that comwand is still rep.ated ss if it
were justified by the Bible teachings, in
pulpit and press, and many believe that it is
not at variance with the teachings of the
Bible.

The practical bearing of this truth on the
appeals made to sinners to submit themselves
to Christ, and on sinners in their response
to these appeals, is incalculably important.
It makes a va~t difference whether a man is
snmmoned to immediate personal agtion in,

his aititude apd condnct toward, Christ, or

whother be o 1ed L0 adpposs that Lo Hiast
wait passively for some process on or in him
which shall give him differant views and
feelings, and make him a different maza.

L o tendency of this error as to the Bible

call to men has been manifest in imnumer-
able instances, whatever good hus been done
in spite of it by those who heid the error, or
who were appealed to in view of it.”

Here the writer stutes a number of cases
known to himself, one of an earnest, praying
working man who lived and died out of the
church vainly seeking what he thought
convergion, Other amiable young men who
would not be persuaded to obey Christ be-
cause they could not after all ther effurts
get converted.  Another of u preacher telling
his hearers that they could not convert them-
sclves and all they could do was to wait for
God to convert them. Another man when
rebuked for his profanity exclaims: * For
that wmatter it will be all right, fcr I was
converted seventeen years ago last Septem-
ber, and I never lost that old hope.”

“ Mr. Moody tells of the definition of ““con-
version ” given by a believer who was won to
Christ while a eoldier in the British army.

‘It was just,” he said, ‘““Hait ! About
face]! March!”

That is the Bible idea of conversion, as
coutrasted with the popular idea, illustrated
in the other cases.

As “‘ conversion,” in the Bible use of that
term, is the dcliberate turning of an individ-
ual toward God, it follows, as a matter of
course, that a man may thus turn as often as
he finds himself in a4 wrong attitude toward
God, or fucing in the wrong Ccirection.
When Andrew found Jesus, and was con-
vinced that he was the Messiah, Peter
turned, or converted, and followed Jesus.
When, again, Peter turned away from Jesus,
by denying him, Jesus wanted him to turn,
or convert, back again. Thus any man can
turnp, or.convert, again, a8 many times as he
goes astray.

In illustration of the fact, however, that a
migtaken and unbiblical view of conversion
is widespread snd misleading, a eircular sent
broadcast through the country from a centre
of religious interest in New York City furn-
ishes abundant evidence. The object of this
circular is to obtain information for perman-
ent preservation as “ a study of conversion.”
It gives. a series, of specific questions which
the person receiving it is desired to answer.
Here are specimens of these questions, with
this preliminary caution :

“ Persons answering the following ques-
tions should be especially careful not to
cenfuse beliefs and experiences of a later date
with those of the time of conversion.”

* Where, on what occasion, and under
what circumstances, were you converted ?
Had you, before that moment, made up yonr
mind that you would be converted if possible?
Tell, ir. detail, what yoa then meant by con-
version. Why did you desire it? What did
you expect of it? .. . What was the state of
your health?”

N.
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““ Rulate youi coivéision, What Foio the
various thoughts in yonr mind, and tho
various feelings in your heart, at the moment
of conversion ? . .. Were you very much
moved > by what or by whom were you
moved ?”

¢ Describe your feelings and your thoughts
immediately after conversion. Were you
aware that you had experienced conversion ?
In what particulars had you become chang-
ed 77

**II you have passed through more than
one similiar experience, or through other
less momentous moral crises, describe each one
separately, giving date of each,”

In all these questions not a word is said as
indicating or suggesting any sense of respon-
sibility, on the part of the individual, for his
turning from the wrong to the right, from
self to God. All of theimn look not to a man’s
turning to God, but to a man’s being con-
verted to God.

Turning to God whenever one is away
from him is the plain duty of believer and
unbeliever. That iz conversion. There is
nothing in the Bible which, read and under-
stood as it is written, would lead one td
suppose otherwise. Of course, the power to
turn or go forward, to halt or to move, to °
act, to speak, to breathe, is from God ; but
when God calls 8 man to halt or to turn, God
is ready to give the man all necessary power
to enable him to act accordingly.

Regeneration, whenever that takes place,
is the work of the Holy Spirit ; it is not the
work of man. But the Bible never confounds
regeneration with conversion ; nor ought a
man to make this mistake for himself or for
others.”

From the above article in a very populns
paper, we may learn how wouderfully the
light of God is passing into the minds of
religious teachers and through them to the
people. The Bible student can be greatly
assisted by therevised version.,

When an anxious inquirer learns that
instead of waiting and praying for a power
to come upon him to convert him, the
blessed Savic .r-is. pleading: with. him to turn
from his sius and accept of salvation from
his hand as a child accepts of a gift from a
loving parent, whub a joy the startling dis-
covery gives to his tronbled mind'! Relig-
ious teachers are seeibg these things, there-
fore they urge men. to tura to God. This
inspires hope that these. teachers on others
after them, will go still farther, and show.
what are the steps siLners are to take in
turning from the broad way to the narrow
path which leads to Wfe. Jesus, the ‘great
leader, has marked that path by his own
footsteps, whom the loet sinner is to trust
and follow. Jesus’ first publjc act ia plaipnly.
and fully recorded in, Matt. 3: 13-17, so that
his believing followars can tell how to begin
the course. When he- compares this with
what Jesus said-in his last commission to. hia.
apostles, Mark 16: 15, 16, and. with. the.first
sermon of his appstle with the Holy Spirit,,
Acts 2: 36-38, and with every case on record
since Jesus’death, when those who tarned to
God: began to follow Jesus, we say'surely:
teachers' will -see, and fell men: what: is 80
plain.
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‘ tember, will be interesting: ¢ o _
“The nineteeuth century of the Christian - o
WEST GORE LETTER. era_will closo and the twenticth century THE FIRST SERMON.
. — . begin somewhere between Christmas of this BY NEIL MACLEOD
Early in the month of September, Li Hung | year (1896) and February to April of next : o
Chang, the great Chineso statesman, receiv- | year (1897). This has been established by | o i o most interesting study. Ilore is

ed a delegation of clergyman and others in-
terested 1n foreign missions. 'T'he reception
took place in New York city. Dr. Ellin-
wood said in his address, that ““in no nation
of the world have American misgionaries
received more just and even generous treat-
ment than that accorded by the imperial
government of China. In his reply, which
had been prepared beforchand, Li Hung
Chang mado the following statement: ** In
& philosophical point of view, ns far as 1 huve
baen able to appreciate, Christianity does not
differ much from Confucianiem, as the golden
rule is expressed in a positive form in the
one, while it is expressed in the negative
form in the other. Logically speaking,
whether these two forms of expressing the
same truth cover the same ground or not, I
leave to the investigation of those who have
more philosophical tastes, It is, at the pre-
sent, enough to conclude that there exists
not much difference between the wise say-
ings of the two greatest teachers, on the
foundation of which the whole structure of
the two systems of morality is built.”

There are other statements in the reply of
Li Huug Chang that I would like to notice,
bat what do yow suppose would be the feel-
ings of this delegation, as they heard the
blessed Redeemer, 8o pure and holy, put on a
parallel with the voluptuous Confucius?

One of the most noted authors of the day
is a Presbyterian minister, by the name of
Watson. He writes under the non de plume
of ‘“Jan Maclaren.” His new hook, ** The
Mind of the Master,” contains some good
things—notice the following :

‘“ Imagine a body of Christians whc should
take this stand on.the sarman of Jesus, and
conceive their creed on his lines. Imagine
how it would read: ‘I believe in the Fathor-
hoeod of God ; I believe in the words of Jesus;
I believe in the clean heart; I believe in the
service of love ; I believe in the unworldly
life; I believe in the beatitudes; I promise
to trust God and follow Clrist, to forgive
my enemies and to seek after the righteous-

ness of (God.” Could any form of words be
more elevating, more persuasive, more allar-
ing? Do they not thrill the heart and
strengthen the conscience ? Liberty of
thought is allowed; liberty of sn is alone
denied. Who would. refuse to sign this
creed? They would coma from- the east and
the west, and the north.and the south to its
call.”

As I read the above I wondered if the
writer had ever heard tell of such a people us
the Disciples of Christ; then I wondered
again if he adopted such a platform as he
suggests, would his. ardent expectancy be
fulfilled? I doubt it very.much. Men who
are wrapped up in oreed and party, are not
to be satisfied twith the. simple gospel of
Christ, as many, know from experience.

We are talking abous. the close.of the.nine-
teenth century.. It may. be. nearer than. a.
great many think. The follawing from an

the investigations and calculations of the
best scholarship ; so that it may be said to be
acknowledged universally that Christ was not
born on Christmas in the year 754, after the
founding of Rutne- as Dionysius mistakingly
put it in making up our common chronology,
and as the Roman Church endorsed it—but
in the year 750 or 749, the Jatter years being
far more probable, and toward springtime,
the more probable date. This conclusiun
rests especially upon the indisputable fact,
that IHerod the Great in whose reign the
mrth of Christ took place, died in the fourth
year before the commencement of our era or
m the year 4, B. C. according to the proper
reckoning.”

There have been six additions at West
Gore since I last wrote.

W. H. HarpING.

ON THE WING.

We are now in Port Williams, at the home
of Bro. and Sister Ford. We Jeft our home
i Milton at four o’clock in the morning, the
19th of Angust. Ou the previous evening, a
number ot our friends met at our home to
say ‘‘good bye.” Sister Carrie Ford present-
ed a substantial token of respect, and read an
addrees which contained very-nice and good
things concerning the preacher who had
been with them twenty-two years, We
would reproduce the address here were we
sure it would appear to other hearts as ¢ free
from clouds, design or flattery ” as it does to
ours. Qur heart was too near our eyes to
admit of a reply. As Bro. McLean says,
¢ Qut of the super-ubundance of the heart
the tongue stammors.”

To leave the home of our childhood and
the eacred spot where rests the mortal
remains of our sires, to say good bye to a
people with whom we have been so closely
agsociated in Christian fellowship and mutual
labors of love so many years, unfits the heart
for any suitable response. Although our
separating may leave a void on.earth, yet our
tuture life will be the brighter for the soul-
uplifting association of our spiritual ki,
and will ever be a help to-us in the work of

the Lord. . )
We.owe very-much to the kindness of this
dear people—{far more than we shall be able

L to repay. A fellowship and union bave been

establisbed of no hasty growth, but rooted in
the deep soil of esteem and Lindly inter-
course that time nor distance can ever
destroy. .

We had the pleasure of preaching for Bro.
Ford three times yesterday, to very interest-
ing congregations. Once at Church Street,
once at Sheflield’s Mills, and once at Port
Williams. Bro. Ford has a. very extensive
field of 1abor. He has five preaching stations
which necessitates a great amount of travel
and labor, too much altogethier for one man,
The labor that these localities demand-aund
that is due them is more than any one
man can supply. If the churches were alive
ito the importance of a co-operative effort a
aplendid work could be accomplished here.
‘We- sincerely hope the obligations of the
jchurch. may Lé realized, and that thegood

oy dide

,work. may: prosper in.their. hands..

a good place to learn how to preach and
what to preach. This is a scheol for apos-
tolic preachers. It is 8 supreme occasion.
The preachers are clothed with divine power,
and speak with divine inspiration. Their
wessage is from heaven. The congregation
is a most representative one, made up of
Jews and proselytes out of every nation under
heaven. The time and the audience, as well
a8 the message, are all arranged of God.

But it is witk the great thems of the ser-
mon that we are to deal with in this paper.
This is none other than Jesus of Nazareth.
This is the theme of all true preaching.
Now Peter and the eleven had missed their
opportunity if they had turned aside to dis-
cuss the ‘‘questions of the day.” This was
the ques'ion of the day for them, there and
then, and there is an important sense in
which this is the question of the day for us,
here and now, everywhere and always. There
is no other question. Jesus Christ .is the
alpha and the omega, the first and the last,
the beginning avd the end of preaching,
Neither is their salvation in any other; for
there is none other name under heaven,
given among meu, whereby we must be saved,
A greater than Moses is here, Christ is the
eud of the law for righteousness to every one:
thet believeth. So Ohrist is the end of
science and sociology, of theology and eriti-
cism. Christ ig all and in all,

In these days of ¢‘higher education” it is
well for us to remember, that while *“ a little
learning is a daugerous thing,” much learn-
ing has made not a few preachers mad, I
have no word to say against the value of the

most wide and liberal calture, but some,
ronning after those things have left off
spenking the words of truth and soberness,
and strive about words to no profit, to' the
subverting of them that hear. There is nead
that we give new emphasis to the apoatolic

.of the gospel.

.preaching, of which we have a fine example

in the report of this first sermon.

This report contains but a brief sammury
of the sermon. I can-only call attention to
its outline:

1. The Life of Jesus.—Acts iii 22. The
apostle lifts up before them the life and
works of Jesus a8 he went about doing good,
and teaching and healing the- people, This
lite was a wonderful demonstration of the
presence and power of God with him, Wé
can do nothing better to-day for the world
about us, than to lift up the life of Jesus of
Nazareth, This we must do both in preach-
ing and practice, Against this there is no
argument. This iato preach Jesus fully and
effectively,

2. His Death.—Acts ii. 23. This is the
preaching of the cross, which to them that
are perishing is foolishness, but to us who
are saved is the power of God and the wisdom
of God.

That Jesus Christ died for our sins, accor-
ding to the Scriptures, is a cardinal doctrine
e died not as.a,martyr to
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his convictions, not as a victim of the hate
2f his enemies, but more than all this, by
the determinate counsel and foreknowledge
of God. [Ile is the Lamb of God that taketh
away the sin of the world, He is the pro-
pitiation for our sins, and for the sins of the
whole world, He tasted death for every man.
Here God commendeth his love toward us in
that while we were vet simners, Christ died
for the ungodly. Thuere is no such revela
tion of the exceeding sinfulness of sin ; there
is no such manifestation of the infinite love
and mercy of God as the cross of Christ.

Then there is the inexorable logic of the
cross: because we thus judge, that one died
for all, therefore all died; and he died for all
that they who live should no longer live unto
themselves, but unto him who for their sakes
died and rose again. Only through death
lies the path of life. )

3. His Resurrection.—Acts ii. 24, 32.
Whom God raised up, having loosed the
pangs of death, because it was not posable
that he should be holden of it, This Jesus
did God raise up, whereof we all are witnesses.
The path of sacrifice is tho path of glory,
The way of the cross is the way of the crown.
This is not only a gospel of death, but also
of life and of more abundant hife, even life
forevermore. Christ has abolished death and
brought life and immortahty to light through
the gospel. This is the crowning demon-
stration of his divine sonship, and this 1s the
inspiration and hope of his followers. He
comes to us in his trinmphant glory, saying:
Iam he that was deud, and, behold, I am
alive forevermore, and have the keys of death |
and of hell.

4. His Ascension.~—Acts ii. 33, 36. The
Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my
night till I make thine enemies the footstool
of thy feet. We preach the gospel of a king.
Ours is a reigning Christ, throned 12 power
and glory at the right hand of the Majesty
in the heavens. This means all authority
and power in heaven and on earth. This
means the exaltation and glory of all them that
are his at his appearing and his kingdom.
This means the glorious fulfilment of all his
gracious promises to them that love him.
He is able to save to the uttermost all that
come unto God by him. This means to them,
who, by patient continuance in well doing,
seek for glory, honor and immortalty, eter-
nal life; and to them who are abominable
and disobedient, indignation and wrath. Be
wise now, therefore, O ye kings, be instructed
ye judges of the earth ; kiss the Son lest he
be angry and ye perish from the way when
his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed
are all they that put their trust in him.

Evansville, Indiana.

WHO 18 SUFFICIENT FOR THESE
' THINGS.

HIRAM WALLACE.

In 2 Cor. ii. 16, Paul asks the important
question: ‘And who is sufficient for these
things?* Every devoted and huuntble preach-
or of the gospel will feel the force of these
words, writteu by the apostle under an over-
whelming sense of the magnitude of the work
in which he is.engaged, and his owu insuffi-
ciency for it. Paul recognizes the fact that
he had been instrumental in the salvation of
a great wany persous, but that he had also
been in some way related to the condemna-
tion of many others, The ministry of the

word was, therefore, as he received it, an

intensely earnest work. Ile says, that his
ministry was one of continual triumph : yet
if many ave saved he takes no credit to him-
self, and though others are lost, he acqnits
himself of all blame.

It iz profitable and interesting study, to
look back to the life and ministry of this
extraordinary man, and enquire what is the
secret of his composure, as he surveys his
trials aud successes in the ministry of the
word. Two reasons are apparent : 1st. His
firm conviction that God was with him. A
door was opened to him of the Lord, and God
had always caused bim to triumph. The
Lord had given him a work to do, and was
ever with him. He knoew that his ministry
was of divine appointment, and that he was
the subject of a special providence. 2ud.
As a trust of the most sacred nature, he had
guarded and made known, wherever he went,
the word of life as Jesus had given it to him,
adding nothing to it, and taking nothing
from 1t, go that he could truly say, ¢ For we
are not as many, who corrupt the word of
God, but as of sincerity, but as of God,
in the sight of God, speak we in Christ.”
Sent by the Lord Jesus to a people in moral
blindness, and enslaved by. gin, to open their
eyes, and to turn from their darkness to
light, and from the power of Satan to God,
he had steadfastly adhered to the gospel, in
letter and spirit, as given him, and to the
extent of his ability had preached it to the
world. And now as God would be honored
in the salvation of those who received it, and
in the condemnation of all who rejected it,
he was content.

4s in thesecond chapter he asks the gnes-
tion, ‘“ Who is sufficient for these things,”
in the third he is careful to answer it by
saying, “ And such coufidence have we
through Christ to God-ward, not that we are
sufficient of ourselves to account anything as
from ourselves, but our sufliciency is from
God, who aiso made us sufficient as ministers
of a new covenant. (R V.) This being so,
it must be apparent that whatever sufficiency
the church or its ministry can possess must
be derived through the authoritative teach-
ing of these men to whom Jesus said, * He
that heareth you heareth me.” Jesus evi-
dently requires that the world shall hear
the gospel as contained in the great commis-
sion, given to those whom he had made
sufticient as ministers of a new covenant.
Only, then, through their sufficiency, can we
have ours. Our path of duty is very clearly
defined.  The gospel =8 Jesus gave it,
and as the apostles ministered it, is fully
recorded in the New Testament, and our
sufficiency will be in making it known *“in
every place,” in its facts, commands and
promises, s they did.

As we are continually reaching out into
new fields we will find many persons who
will not be favorable to our teaching, and
some opposition will be awakened. How
easy, then, to remember how Paul became
all things to all men, mis-apply his words,
and compromise -the tiuth by choosing a

course that will accord with the wishes of
many otheis, and iu so doing, make our
insufficiency apparent. The newer the field
the more clearly ought the truth to be
taught, and the fact that some are unfavor-
able to it should make us the more careful
to “rightly divide the word of truth.” We
can never find greater hindrances in our
work than did the first ministers of the
word, yet, with what definiteness each fact
was stated and cach command enforced.
Besides, it is the way of success. Clearness
of teaching and loyalty to the New Testament
have characterized our work as a people, and
the most extraordinary success has been the
result. May we ever carefully heed the
apostolic injunction, ¢ preach the word.”

SPRAY FROM THE BREAKERS.

BY H. E. COOKE,

The Bible is composed of sixty-six books.
They are a constellation of burnished orbes,
revolving around Christ, the great center
and sun of Redemption’s planetry system.
They borrow the true light of God the Father
from the Son, and transwmit it to the world.

The Bible is God’s warranted and defend-
ed deed to an inheritance incorruptible and
undefiled, to those who obey Christ.

Heaven does not reward us simply for what
we do, but for what we are. If weare right,
the doing will be right.

No man seeks his best interests who does
not seek the kingdom of God first.

John’s baptism was forward to the death
of Christ. The Apostolic or Christian bap-
tism was back to the death of Christ. The
firat became effectual by fact, and the latter
through faith. ‘

Love never finds a burden that it does not
try to lifs.

If you want to see the way that leads to
God, keep the light of Christ burning in
your soul.

We can only serve God acceptably through
a divine precept.

The Church is God’s business place ; and
it should be the busiest place on earth,
When the church gets upon her knees, sin-
ners will get npon their feet.

When the church comes down to duty,
sinners will come up to Christ.

Christ iz the body, soul, and spirit of the

gospel. The Holy Spirit is the life of the
gospel. The gospel is the life of Cbrist, and
Christ the life of God.

Baptism into the name ¢f the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, is going by the Spirit, in
Christ, back to God. The Spirit, through
the gospel, takes us into Christ. Ohrist,
through his blood takes us into (back) the
Father, Yo are dead, and your life is hid

‘with Christ in God,—QCol. iii. 3 )



October, 1896,

THE CHRISTIAN.

1

1HE CHURCIPS TRIUMPIL

T. 1. BLKNUS.

Age after age has passed away, mighty
cities with their proud monuments and
palaces have crumbled to dust, empires,
kingdoms and thrones have arisen and suc-
cessively followed each other into the mould-
ering scenes of the past. The incessant
gnawing of the tooth of time has brought to
destruction the polished shaft and stately
tower. Thecrushing weight of pccumulated
centuries has been wheeled over thesepulchre
of buried magnificence. The nations of the
earth bave gazed and wondered much, while
the thovghtful, with concern and anxiety,
have often enquired, What will become of
the fabric of the church of Christ in the
midst of these mighty transformations? But
they have ever hailed the fuct, that stone
upon stone, and story upon story, the
glorious building has been ever rising toward
the grand and final completion.

What can Satan invent in the future that
his rage and determination have not tried in
the past? All hus hellish powers and infernal
uctivity huve been laid under the most con-
stant and unremitting contribution to destroy
this blessed city of refuge, but in the midst
of it all, like the Hebrews in the land of their
enemies, the more the church has been
opposed aud oppressed -the more rapidly has
she gawned strength, disgseminated the sceds
of saving truth and multiplied her hosts,
Like the sturdy oak, with 1ts thousand roots
and branches, the more it has been disturbed
and shaken by the onset of adverse winds
and beating storms the deeper has its hold
been, and its grasp strengthened in the hearts
of the nations, until today she lifts her
stately head and promises soon to extend her
ever-widening, protecting and sheltering
influence over every corner of the habitable
globe. She stands in the eurth to-day the
queen-orb in the consteliation of nations,
and, like the star of Bethlehem, points to
the redemption and regeneration of the
world. Who can properly estimate the
blessing the church has been to this ben ghted
world? Strike it out of existence and it
would be far more disastrous to the human
family than if the natural sun were eliminated
from hig place in the sky. Moral gloom,
only faintly represented by the raven wings
which bung around the land of Goshen,
would be the inevitable and endless conse-
quence. Then

¢ Ah, whither could we flee for aid,
When tempted, desolate, dismayed,
Or how the hosts of hell defeat
Had suffering souls no mercy-seat.”

But let us ‘“ hift up the hands which haug
down,” and fling to the winds our needless
fears, for God, who has founded the church
and made it the place of his own abode, has
promised, ‘‘that of her increase there shall
be no end.” )

The danger to the church does not arise
from a want of numbers, nor for a want of
facilities, or divine resources, Her chief
danger arises from a apirit of indifference.
The giant does not lack strength for his sure
defense, but he needs to exert himself upon
his foes. When was it that Sampson was
ghorn of his power? Wag it while he was
contending with his enemies in a hand to
hand counflict? No, this only served to make
even more 1ron-like the muscles of his strong
arms. He lost higstreigth while unconscious
upon the lap of the deceitful Dehilah. So
the church may become carcless, under a
consclous sense of her own mighty resources,
and thus, while at least partially slumbering,
her foes are forging chains, with which they

hope to bind and lead her into a strange
land of captivity. The battle against the
chuorch has been waging along the ages with
various apparent results. Many well-fought
fields have ulready been passed, and the
strength of Zion still remams, and her
munitivns of war are not exhausted. Evea
now she seems to be *‘coming up out of the
wilderness leaning upon the srm of her
beloved, clear as the san, fair 28 the moon,
and terrible as an army with banners.”
There way be mauy battles yet to fight, many
more victories yet to win; but iu order to
finul conquest and glorious triumph, she
must be watchful, active and diligent, exert
the strength which God supplies, keep clean
her beasutiful garments, and overwhelming
defeat will be visited on every foe. Behold-
ing afar the final triumph of the church, a
prophet of God has swept the chords of the
prophetic lyre and we hear these blessed
words, ‘‘The mountain of the Lord’s home
shall be established upon the top of the
mountains, and shall be elevated above the
hiils, and all nations shull flow 1nto it.” We
are in the midst of this grand fulfillment.
There is & moving among the nations, and
men and women are coming from every
quarter of the globe seeking a spiritual home
1 the church of our Lord Jesus Christ.

¢t Jesus shall reign where’er the sun
Does his successive journeys run ;
His kingdom spread from shore to shore
Till moons shall wax and wane no more.”

TRAINING CONVERTS.

J. W. BOLTON,

Christ’s mission upon earth was to seek and
to save the lost. After finishing his earthly
career, before ascending to the Father, he
left a commission for the guidance of his
followers, that they might continue his work.
Hence the great mission of the church to-day
18, to ¢ Go ye therefure, and teach all nations,
baptizing them into the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all things, what-
soever I have commanded youn (Matt xxviii.
19, 20), ¢. e., to lead souls to Christ and
teach them to follow him,

Leading souis to Christ, then neglecting
them, is one of the great hindrances to
church growth to-day ; hence it behooves us
to help them all we can.

Thueir hearts are young and tender, and
they are easily influenced. They have ex-
periences before them which they are unac-
quainted with, and meeting with these tries
their hearts and tests their faith.

They perhaps become discouraged because
they cannot see in advance all the turnsin
the pathway of hife, and veed to be remind-
ed that Christ said, ** Tuke my yoke npon
you and learn of me (Matt, xi. 29), thus
teaching them that they are to learn as they
go along.

About the first duty which confronts the
new convert 18 to testify to the name of
Jesus, and to what he has done for him. If
the convert does not commence this promptly
he wili find it & harder task ever after. 1t
may be an aid to him to talk to him private-
ly about the matter and to encourage him,
If he fails to speak voluntarily, perhaps a
persensl request will aid bim in taking part
1n the meeting, but thisshould be done only
us a last resort, and then in a kind and win-
ning way. Teach him that testifying iz not
only a duty but a privilege.

The neceesity of reading God’s word should
be urged upon each, as we are to * search the
seriptures, for in them ye think ye have
eternal lhife, and they are they that testify

of me” (John v. 30). We should urge con-
verts to endeavor to be like Timothy, of
whom Panl said, that from a child he had
known the holy scriptures (II Tim. i1 15).
In order to add the Christian grace of know-
ledge to our lives, we must know the will of
God. Converts should be aided in searching
out trchs and applying them to their lives.,
They are as new-born babes, desiring the
sincere milk of the word that they may grow
thereby. A good plap is to arrange a series
of lessons adapted to their needs, -bringing
out scriptures which are apecially vital to
them in their early Christian life, Hspecially
should they be given a clear view of the plan
of salvation and of the first principles of-the
gospel. )

They should be aided in giving a reason
for the hope that is within them (I Peter
1i. 15.)

Another important step is prayer. They
should be led to believe that the Christian
has a stronghold in prayer. It is a line to
which we must cling if we wounld be kept ont
of the seething waters of the world. . Gtod
holds his end of the line with the hand of
love, and we are to cling to ours with the
hand of faith, and clinging to this contin-
ually and sincerely, we shall be finally saved
in God's everlusting kingdom, and be with
him in his eternal home.

Secret prayer should be urgedvery strongly.
It 18 in secret prayer that the Ohristian has
his best chance to talk with God, and it is
there the secret of the heart can be unfolded
It is there that we can train our minds and
hearts for more public work, A certain
sister said 1t was in secret that she learned
to pray publicly. In secret prayer no one
can act the hypocrite, for God knows the
thonghts and inteuts of the heart, and he
cannot be deceived.

Perhaps public prayer is harder for the
couvert than secret. Ofttimes he thinks
that a pubhe prayer must ba just so long or
just so elaborate in order to be acceptable,
This is & mistuken notion. God does not
want us to be known for our much speaking
as were the pharis :s, The simple, direct
prayer of the publican was more acceptable
than the self-laudatory prayer of the phurisee,
standing with head and arms high in the air,

If converts are slow in taking ap this line
of work, get them to pray in a convert's
meeting when only a few are together. Teach
them that in prayer we are taiking with God.
In prayer we address hm, thank him for
past fuvors, and ask him for present.and
future blessings. In all prayer we should
pray in faith—not like the old lady who
prayed for & large hill to be removed from
in front of her house. On arising the next
morning, and looking out she saw the hill
was not removed, and said, ¢ It is just as I
expected.” Again we should never ask
veedlessly, George Muller, of England, said
he always received an answer to his prayers
because he never asked for anything but
what he needed.

Another source of strength to the convert,
is to train him in leading meetings. A timid
leader can be encouraged very much by
helping him to prepare an order of exercises,
especially of the first part of the meeting, so
tnat if he becomes embarrassed, he can look
on bis paper and see what comes next.

Personal work is another aid to the con-
vert. If any one becomes discouraged, just
set him to work helping some one else. A
pasior once had a certain woman in his con-
gregation who was very much discouraged in
her Chiistian life ; she even thought she
had committed the nnpardonable sin. Fail-
lug to encourage her in any other way, he
told her to work for the conversion of her
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daughter. She did so; and uot long after-
ward meeting her he saw her tace was all
aglow, and conjecturing the reason, heard
her tell what joy was in her heart becaunse she
had led her danghter to Christ. She was no
longer discouraged, but became an earnest,
Christian worker,

We should urge upon converts the need of
an open Christian life. A man in Pennsyl-
vania on going into the cil regions, was told
that he might lose his religion, He sard
there was no danger. So on returning they
asked him if he had lost his rehgion, he said,
‘“ Oh no, I didn’t les them know I had any.”
By biding our light under a bushel, we do
no good, and may do a great deal of harm to
the cause of Christ,

Converts need continual encouragement,
and we are not to expect more of them .han
we do of the older soldiers of the cross,

We are to truin them and to help them,
bearing in mind Paul’s words to the Gala-
tians, * As we therefore have opportunity let
us do good unto all men, especially unto
them who are of the household of faith,
(Galatiuns vi. 10).

THE MIGHTY HELPER.

M. B RYAN,

‘I have laid help upon One that is mighty.”

Weary in head and heart
With burdens of the day,
Thinkest thou there is no help
Along life’s rugged way?
That burdens must be borne
Unlifted to the grave,

With ne'er a voice to cheer
Nor any arm to save?

O man! where’er thou art,

O womau! look, and see

The hand of power outstretched,
Offering in love to thee

The strength thou needest now
And succor day by day,
Lightening the load of life,

And making bright the way,

O grasp the proffered hand,

And feel its thnll of power;
Then, midst life’s burdens, stand
Erect, and bless the hour

That led thee to his feet

Whose touch gives victory,

Turns bitterness to joy most sweet
And griefs to minstrelsy.

THE COMMITTEE ON LITERATURE

The Committee on Literature have made
some progress during the month. Cutalogues
and samples have been received by the mem-
bers of the committee from the Christian
Publishing Company. They offer the com.
mittee very reasonable discounts on their
publications. We hope to hear from the
other publishing houses before long. Funds
are needed to start the work and the com-
mittee hope that the brethren and sisters
will contribute liberally. A treasarer has
not yet been appointed but we will probably
announce one next month. In the meantime
any contribution may be sent to the secretary
who will acknowledge the receipt of the same

in the CHRISTIAN. We expect to have an
article on the work by Bro. W. H. Harding
' our next issne, Bro, George Fullerton,
our chawman, has sturted the fund with
$1.00. We hope the brethren and sisters
will seud in their contributions promptly as
we are desirous' of beginning the work as
soon as possible, 0. B. STOCKFORD,
Secretary.

8. Johnm, N. B.

“I am sick and tired of these border
Christians, these church members who are
ulways on the dividing line between the
church and the world. TFirst on one side and
then on the other. If they are going to be
followers of Christ, let them come out square-
ly on his side. and if they are going to be
nothing but border Christians, let them stay
on the other side until they get ready to
identify themselves wholly with God’s peo-
ple.” So suid a good man recently. The
great curse of the present age is the vast
namber of border Christians 1n our churches.
They are the least useful and most unhappy
people on ‘the face of the earth, While
nominally in the camp of Israel, they still
long for the flesh pots of Egypt. 'They have
u taste of religion, but not enough of it to
brighten, beautify and elevate their lives.
We have sometimes thought that a listle de-
cided persecution would do good among our
churches, making each one ‘‘stand up for
Jesus” boldly, or forcing him to go to the
other side. Dear reader, are you a * horder
Christian ” P Central Baptist.

Married,

BarNes-Russrir.—In St. John, on September 16th,
1896, by T. K. Fotheringhum, assisted by H, W, Stewart,
Eustace Barnes and Jessie M. Russell, both of St. John,

GIBSON-WILSON.—In St. John, on September 23rd,
189€, by Henry W, Stewart, Robert ¥, Gibson and Allie
M. Wilson, both of St. John.

ALLEN-CALHOUN.—In 8t. John, on September 23rd,
1896, by Herry W, Stewart, Abel Allen of St. John,
ia.‘r'deAnnie L. Calhoun of Beaver Brook, Albert Co.,

BeYEA-CRAFT. — In St. John;, on September 30th,
1896, by Henry W. Stewart, John D. Beyea of French
‘\]filllage, Kings Co., N. B., and Estella K. Craft, of St.

ohn,

MCARTHUR-WAYE.—At Summerside, P. E. I, on
AuFust 263h, at the residence of the bride’s: parents, Mr.
William D. McAithur to Miss Mariorie B, Waye,
youngest daughter of Rohert Waye, Esq., both of Sum.
merside, H. E. Cooke officiating.

TRACTS.

HeatnENISY, by F. E. Meighs, 8 pages.

HeaTHEN CraiMs AND CHRISTIAN Dury,
by Mrs. Isabella Bishop, 12 pages.

M1ss10NS IN THE LIFE oF CHRIST, by A.
McLean, 16 pages.

Otr Lorp’s LastT CoMMAND, by A, McLean,
12 pages.

AN AprpeaL For WorLD WIDE EvANGEL
18M, 10 pages.

MissioNs IMPERATIVE, by W. J. Lhamon,
8 pages.

Any of the above tracts can be had at one
cent per copy, or fifty cents per hundred.

FOREIGN CHRISTIAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY,
BOX 750,
Cincinnati, Ohio.

OLIVER B. STOCKFORD, B.(.L.

Barrister-at-Law,
Conveyancer,
Notary Public, ete.

Money to loan on Freehold Property.

OFFICE ¢

AGENTS POR TRE CERISTIAN

MRS. PETER CHING, Little Harbour, P, E, 1. of
Lots 46 and 47,

MRS O. M. PACKARD, 853 West 57th Street, N. ¥
W. R. McEWEN, Milton, N. 8.

JAS, W, KENNEDY, Southport, P. K. 1.

MAJOR LINKLETTER, Summerside, P. E. L.
ROBT. DEWAR, New Perth, P. E. I,

W. W. BOVYER, Charlottetown, P, E. I.

J. F. BAKER, Ncrth Tiake, P. E. I,

PETER A, DXsWAR, Montague, P. E. 1,
KENDRICK OUTHOUSE, Tiverton & I'resport, N.S
GEORGE BOWERS, Westport, N, S.

D. F. LAMBERT, Lord’s Cove, Deer Island, N. B,
MRS, lg % CONTEY. Jg,, Leonardville, Deer Island.

JOHN W, WALLAGOE, Shuabenacadie,

ISRAEL C. CUSHING, Kempt, N. S,

W. J. MESSERVEY, Halifax, N. 8.

GRACE WILSEON, Burtt’s Corner, York Co., N, B,

More names will be added as they are appointed

“ Nothing Like Leather.”

J., . CHRISTIR & 09,
78 Germain Street, S8t. John, N B,

IMPORTERR AND DEALERS OF

French Calf Skins,

FRENCH FRONTS AND KID SKINS
English Fitted Uppers, English Kip,
SOLE LEAYHER, UPPER LEATHER, LINING SKINS
And all kinds of KIT and FINDINGS usually kep
in a fully stocked business, Wholesale and Retadl.
E~0rders Solicited and Carefully attanded to

MONT. McDONALD
Barrister & Attorney-at-Law.

OFFIOE :
BARNHILL'S BUILDING, PRINCZ8S STREET
SAINT JOBN, N. B,

LEONARD BROTHERS

WHOLESALE FISH DEALERS, -

ST. JORN, NEW BRUNSWICK,

BRANCH £99 COMMISSIONEXS ST, MONTREAL,
Packers of Boneless and Prepared Fish,

Pure Boneless Cod, Finnan Haddies, and Scaled Her-
tings, are our leading lines. Dry and Green Cod; also
Frozen Fish in Seuson.

W. F. LEONARD,

C. H. LEoNARD,
Montreal,

8t. Jokn, N. B,

The Best of Everything

“am——__I8 What we want,

This is why we discard two other systems of shorthand
for the Isaac Pitman System. Thisis the System which
won for its author the honor of knighthvod from Gueen
Victoria. The only system thought worthy of notice in
the Encyclopaedxa.: ritannioa. It is the fastest and best
in existence, and is probably used by more people than
all other systems combined.” Used wherever tae English
languaye is spoken. Used by students, clerks, reporters,
editors, clergymen, and all classes of intelligent men an
women, Catalogue free, .

Students may enter at any time,

S. KERR & SON,
8t. John Business College,

. RITCHIE'S BUILDING; ST\ JOHN, N: B..

-0dd Fellowa’Hall, 88! Fobn, N: B,




