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THE UNKNOWN TEMPERANCE AGENT.
0 the Editor of the Temperance Advocate.

B Sir,—The following story was related to me a few years
My by a man who was employed as & femperance agent in
fue of the states of the union. It is too good to be buried;
ud  hope that the telling of it anew may benefit the tem-

jerance cause in this jand.
) JoeL Fisx.

‘wWell, the sun is fast descending behind the western
Bills, and 1 am still twenty miles from the place of my
[ppointment.  These short November days, muddy roads,
B8l impassable mountains, are not very comfortable things
Baone’s way who is eager to get forward. But I must give
3up; I could not foresee these difficulties when 1 went on
Bty appointment to ~—— county. Impossible to reach there
jeaight.  But who can tell but what my delay may be the
@:ins of accomplishing some geod in this mountainous
rgion 2  Thus mused Mr. C., a temperance agent, as he
Exsied along through a gorge of the mountain, and ewerged
Y an open, cultivated valley.

b Just as the last rays of the setting sun were gilding the
ks of the lofty hills, he reached a decent looking farm
Btiuse, with a tavern sign swinging at the corner.
¥ His jaded beast immediately showed a strong inclination
R haut up, and seek for provender and rest. To this incli-
fion the master yielded, and called for a night’s enter-
fknment. In the bar room wasa company of loafers, pretty
Enlow, and much excited about something. While the
oot was taking his supper, he heard through the open door
matks like the following : ¢ Now that temperance meeting
¥&the school house lo-night ought to be broken up.””> ¢ So
BBt ought, and it shall be.”” <«I wish that people knew

ﬁltl to mind their own business.® ¢ Well, P’Il nt be

ught by them, I can assure you.”? ¢ I’ll never sign away
[ay liberty.”> ¢« If I should take the pledge, I should want
fédiink fen times more than I do now.” ¢ Yes; that is
e way they all do, only these temperance folks get behind

the door !”? ¢ I hate hypocrisy ; come, landlord, give us a
bumper.” ¢ Now, let us all %0 down to the meeting, and
give them a blowing up.” ¢ That’s right!” exclaimed the
landlord, ¢ I’ treat you for that.”® = « Who will be our
speaker

At this juncture the agent, having finished his repast,
entered the bar room. ¢ What’s the excitement among
you, landlerd,” said he.

40, those teefotalers, as they are called, who are turning
; the world upside down, have got into our neighbourhood,
“and they are going to have a confounded meeting to-night,
right under my nose ; and I verily believe that they would
rob me of all my custom if they could. We talk of going
down to give them a blowing up; only we want some one
who can talk fast to be our speaker.” ¢ Well, sir, Y am
the very man for you. I have seen a great deal of these
temperance folks, and I can talk as fast as any of them, I
assure you, Just appoint me your speaker, and let us all
go down, and I’ll give it to them, I tell you.”® ¢ Good,
good,” cried a dozen voices. ¢ Now, let us all go, and we
will bave a rare time of it.>> ¢ ] guess some of them will
look blue before the meeting is over,” said the landlord.
¢« I guess so too,”” replied the unknown.

Matters being settled, all statted for the school house,
singing and bawling as they went. The whole welkin rang
with obstreperous noise. ¢¢ Come, come, said the stranger,
¢let us get alittle more quiet, or they will bar the door
against us.”

So saying, he took the landlord by the arm, and walked
on; the next fell in behind, two and two, and in this orderiy
manner they entered the house. A whole seat was vacated
for them, and down they sat, They listened attentively to
a young man, who was reading an address, thinking that
their turn would come next. At length the speaker sat
down, and the chairman gave an opportunity for any others
to address the meeting. The eyes of the whole drinking
gang were now turned to their speaker; and the loud whis-
per, % Get up, get up, quick,” burst from every lip ; and the
landloid, who sat next to him, applied his elbow to his side
with so much force, that it quickly brought him to his feet.
¢ Mr. President,” said he, ¢ we hold that all men are the
friends of temperance; but with regard to total abstinence,
and these temperance societies, there are many different
opinions, we can assure you ; and against taking the pledge
many strong objeclions can be urged. Shall we deny our-
selves the femperate use of the good things which a kind
Providence has bestowed upon us? Shall an independent
man be called upon to sign away his liberty? And you
know, Mr. President, that the stronger a man binds himself,
the greater inclination he will have fo do the very thing
which he has bound himself not to do. And these societies,
whenever they succeed, infringe upon the lawful rights of
the licensed tavern keeper. I have known some such com-
pletely thrown out of business, just by these temperance
reformers, and these Washingtonian societies, as tgey are
called. Why do they call them Washingtonians, 1 wonder?
Did not General Washington drink spirits femperately?
And shall we undertake to be better than he was? And
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shall we wrong the poor tavern keepers ont of {heir hctiest
dues?

¢ Laok a! this man by my side. For the accommodation
of this neighbourhood, he has paid for a license, fitted up a
bar, filied it with liguots, and has hunyg out his sign. Now,
should you get all this community to sign the temperance

! pledge, he is down, 1 can tell you. Al the travellers who

pass this road will not drink enough to pay for his license.
And what right have you, sir, or this meeting, to interfere
with your neighbour’s lawful business?? ¢ Stick to the
landlord,” cried one. < Thtee cheers for the landlord I
shouted the whole crew ; and the whole house rang again!
When the uproar had ceased, the unknown agent saw evi-
dent signs that he would soen be waited npon to the door
with his whole company. ¢ Bear with me; Mr. President,
a moment longer. 1am an entire stranger to these people
and to yourself. And I knew nothing of this meeting till 1
put up, a Jone traveller, at the tavern.  There I learnt about
the meeting, and heard this company proposing to attend,
provided they could get some one to speak for them. I
volunteered my service, and you have heard my speech in
their behalf. Now, si~, permit me to tell you, that Iam a
temperance man, a teetotaler. I know the dreadful evils of
intemperance ; and I know, also, the safety and the blessed-
ness ot the pledge. .

< Sign away my liberty! No,sir; by taking the pledge
1 broke the cruel chains of slavery, by which I had been
bound many years, and I became a freeman—as free as the
water-brooks that course down your hills, or the winds that
whistle round your mountain tops! Be more inclined to
drink after signing the pledge! No, sir; it is a safeguard.
It has a wonderfui charm in soothing the troubled soul, and
inquelling the craving appetite. As well talk of the signing
of a note on 2 bond inclining men to dishonesty ; or of the
marriage vow inclining the husband to unfaithfulness!!

¢ Look again at this landlord. Was it necessar{ for him
to open a tavern, in order to get aliving? Has he not a
good farm ? and is he not already beginning to neglect that
farm ? Is the neighbourhood any more industrious, peaceful,
and happy, since that sign was hung out?
<« Look at the company around him here to-night. These
are his dupes. I never saw them before ; but'I could tell
you much of their history. That tavern sign has lured them
fidm their houszes and their business; aud that flaming bar
is fast consuming their property, and drinking up their life-
bload. Their families are even now suffiing at home for
the necessaries of life. And deeper and more awful suffer-
ings are in reserve for them, unless these men quickly for-
gake that den of dragons! And the landlord is none the
better off, but rather worse. He is even now beginring to
drink with his customers ; he is on the very brink of ruin!
If he keep up that lavemn si;in a little longer, he will work
out hie own destruction. 1t will he 2 mercy to him to
destroy his custom, and a blessing to his family. O that |
could be the means of rescuing these my feliow-men from
that awfel guiph to schich they are rapidly hastening.
Come, my iriends, I have come here to speak for you to-
night, and for your geod I will plead. .
know your trials—your craving appelite, your horrible
nights, your gloamy days, and all your long train of sorrows!
I pity you. I can sympathise with you. [ speakasa
friend. ~ Come, take the teetotal pledge, and be free. The
galling chains of sluvery shall fall fiom your limbs; your
norrors shall flee away; peace shall return to your dwell-
ings, prosperity to your business, and joy to your souls!
Feel yourselves once more to be men, and walk up with
me boldyy to that stand, and take the pledge. I shall esteein
it an honour to be a member of this total sbstinence society ;
and it will be an honour to you. Come, here’s my heart,
and here’s my hand.” So saying, he took one, and another,
and another by the band, with tears in his eyes, compassion

in his look, and tenderncss on his tongue. They could qot
resist ; they were all melted down, and one by one went wp
and tock the pledge. Many others in the house followed
their example. The landlord was confounded, aud looked &
blue. A new impulse was given to the cause ; and the |
reformation went on with increasing interest and power iy §
the neighbourhood. :
The meeling closed, and the agent was advised not o §
venture himself again at the tavern.  But he was not the §
man tv be afiaid, * Taking his host again by the arm, he]
returned to his lodgings, and immediately retired. The}
next morning, as he called for his bill, the landlord said,
¢ Siry if you will go on your way, and aever return here
again, you are welcome to all you have now had.” « That,
sir, I shall not promise. Here is Iy)'our money. But remen- §
ber, if you continue your present business, you are planting
thorns in your own pillew, and you are furnishing fuel for
that flame that shall ere long burn in your bosom with}
quenchless anguish. ,
‘The agent went on his way, and in one dyear he receivedJi
letters from three of the men whom he led up to the stan), B
and persuaded to take the pledge, stating that all he had
told them had proved to be true, and more alsv. They had}
forsaken their evil ways, and had returned unto the Lo,
who had had mercy on them, and to our God, who haif§
abundantly pardoned. They felt themselves to be justified
by faith, and were rejoicing in hope of the glory of God.§
““Thanks be unto the Lord,? said the agent, as he told me}
the story, ¢ for the privilegeof .rending that night in thej
valley of the mountains.”

————

INTOXICATING DRINK.

[The following are a few extracts from the daily pre:
of England. As the result of the diinking system of soti-§
ely, we invite serious atfention to them.)

Marlborough street.—A young man of fashionable ex
terior, who gave the assumed name of Robert Wilson, v
charged with having 2 pair of loaded pistols in his possession
with intent to commit suicide. -

From the evidence of Webb, one of the waiters at thfl§
Colonnade hotel, Haymarket, it appeared that the defend
ant had been staying at the hote) for the last week or tenl
days. The defendant for several nights past had been in 2
state of intoxication. On Saturday the defendant loaded o8
pair of pistols, and said to witness that he must not be sud
prised if he did not see him again. The waiter beliesing
that something serious was intended, followed the defendant
and caused him (o be taken into custody by the police. &8

The defendant admitted that he had been drinking L@
much wine, and that his mind had become excited by exg
cess ; but he denied that he intended any act of violencg
towards himself.

Mr. Bingham required the defendant to provide two
Lail, as the best meaus of ensuring his safe delivery into g
custody of his fiiends. s

The defendant is reported {o be a near relative of a disi
tinguished and wealthy family. ;

Worship street.~—Jane Gough, a young womean, )
charged with having by her negligent and drunken condo i
caused the death of her male infant, four weeks old. 3

Inspector Gravestock, of the G division, stated, that (b§
prisoner, who was very much intoxicated, was brought il
custody to the Featherstone street station-house at a llf
hour on Saturday night, with an infant in her arms, and, 2
it was quite manifest that she was not in a state o be il
trusted with ity he sent the child to the workhouse, to g
sure its safety till the morning, and detained the prisood
upon the charge of being drunk and incapable of taking cVgR
of herself. On the following morning the infant was s¢j
back by the workhouse anthorities, and, as she had thef
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i recovered from the effects of her intoxication, it was restored
t’ to the prisouer, who was then liberated upon her own recog-
}{ nizance to meet the charge on the Monday. Between 9
b and 10 o’clock that morning, she surrendered herself at the
i station in discharge of her recognizance, but without the
I ¢hild, for the absence of which she accounted by statiag,
i that upon awaking that morning at her lodgings in Radnor
streety St. Lulkes, she put our her hand to feel tor the infant,
which had been previously lying at her side, and, finding
that it was quite still and cold, got up to procure a light,
| when, upon holdingg the candle over it, she discovered that
'it was a corpse.  Suspecting, from the state the prisoner had
| been in, that it might not have come to its death by fair
. means, he sent for Mr. Mather, the divisional surgeon, with
whom he proceeded to the prisoner’s lodging, and found that
it consisted of a most wretched apartment at the end of the
' passage, apparently intended for a sort of washhouse, upon
}atable in which, the only picce of furniture in the place,

the body of the dead child was lying. Upon the floor in one
| corner of the room was an old piece of carpetting, which was
evidently used for a bed, and the only thing like covering to
| be seen was a small cxadle-blanket almost reduced to a web.
' On examining the child, the surgeen expressed an opinion,

from the general appearance of its body and great discolour-

atior about the mouth, that it must have died in convulsions,

occasioned most probably by neglect and the severity of the

cold to which it hed been exposed. Having subsequently
| ascertained that the prisoner, alter leaving the station-house
: on Sunday morning, had been seen reeling about the streets

for some hours with the child in her arms, he felt it his duty
h under such circumstances to alter the original charge of
, simple drunkenness to the more serious one above mentioned.

Police constable Macdonald, 24 G, stated, that while

" passing through Hutfield street, St. Luke’s, at a quarter to
" two o’clock tnat morning, he heard a scufling noise in the
' passage of one of the houses, from which the prisoner was
" a{ the same m,0oment cjected by a man who lived there, who
f complained of her unwarrantable intrusion, and on whom the

misoner retorted that she had entered it by his invitation.
{| Perceiving that she had an infant under her cloak, which
“ was crying piteously, and that she was very much intoxica-
" led, he advised her to take it home, and followed her into
. Golden lane, but there lost sight of her.
" A second constable deposed to seeing the prisoner at about
| two o’clock, very drunk, the child still screaming, and that
; Upon his asking her to give it the breast, she said that it
ji could not or would not 1ake it.
i+ Evans, 245 G, stated, that shortly before three o’clock the
Il same morning, he met the prisoner in Old street with the
i child, which was then screaming violently, and that shortly
w afler he found her attempting to enter the door of her own
" house in Radnor street, upon at last opening which she fell
| forward upon her face. She was endeavouring to get up,
- when the infant uitered a piercing cry, and he told her that
;} unless she took more care af ity she would certainly kill it;
i lowhich she gave him a snappish answer and shut the door.
i When called upon for her defeuce, the prisoner, who dis-
i played not the slightest emotion, denied that she was so
| much intoxicated as had been represented, and declared that
she was perfectly capable of taking care of her child, which,
i she said, she had covered with her own clothes as soon as
she reached home and placed by her side, but that upon
waking up in the morning, she found that it had expired in
the course of the night, as she had before stated to the in-
spector.

Mr. Hammill said, that as the produciion of the medical
lestimony was indispensable, and he had no hesitation, after
le evidence he had heard, in detaining the prisoner, he
z.ﬁlould order her to be brought up again in the course of the

¥eek, to await the result of the post mortem examination.—
Dec. 14th, 1847,

Guildhall.—~George Brown, one of the city policemen, was '
brought before ‘Mr. Alderman Wilson, charged with being
drunk upon his duty.

Police constabie 250 stated, that ahout 5 o’clock on Sun-
day morning he found the prisoner was drunk on his beat in
Aldersgate Street. He reported hira to the inspector, whe
ditected him to fetch the prisoner to the station immediately.
He returned and requested the prisoner to accompanry himto
the station. He refused to do so. Witness said he must
tesoit to force. The prisoner drew his truncheon and
threatened to split his skull if he touched him. Witness
persuaded him to put the staff back in his‘}mckel, and then,
calling assistance, threw him on his back, disarmed him, and
conveyed him to the station.

Inspector Howard said, the prisoner was locked up in a
cell, and he kicked at the door and made such a noise all
night that he could ventere to say such a violent man had
never been locked up there before.

The prisoner said the charge was just. He admitted he
was drunk. He only made a noise to obtain some water, .
being very thirsty, and because he kicked three or four .
times they came into the cell and took his boots away. He
had been imprisoned many hours. He should lose his situa-
tion, and he hoped the alderman would take that into con-
sideration.

Mr. Alderman Wilson adjudged the prisoner to be im-
prisoned and kept to hard labour in the House of Correction
for 14 days.

John Meagre, another policeman, was charged for a like
offence.

Sergeant Eno stated, that the prisoner’s beat was in
New-street-square, and, finding him to be drunk on Sunday
night, after being missing from his duty for halt an hour, he
ordered him to the station. Here he refused to give up his !
lantern and truncheon, and the officers were oblized to throw
him on his back to get them away from him. He afterwards
struck the sergeant in the face.  He was, therefore, locked |
ep in a cell for the night. '

Mr. Alderman Wilson committed him to hard labour for ,
seven days. -

The police commissioner dismissed from the force four:
other constables who had heen found drunk on their beats.

Extraordinary Affair.—On Friday an inquest was held at
Warrington, on the body of Robert Rogers, a private in the
1st Royals. The deceased had been on furlough, and
arrived in Warrington on Monday, en roule to his regiment
in Ireland, at the Bowling Green public house. He got into |
a somewhat merry lot of company, and, to afford them
amusement, he made a bet of 5s. that he would thrust down
his throat a stick two feet long. A thin smooth stick was
procured ; he commenced the feat, and actually drove the
stick down his throat to the length of eighteen inches! This
was the limit of his powers, however; he became of a death-
like hue, and fainted, much to the alarm of those about him.
who earnestly desired him to desist from further efforts to
accorplish his mad object. He then pulled the stick up
again, and blood followed in the wake. A glass of ale was
given to him, which he drank, and his head and chest then :
sank down, and in this doubled-up position he remained for
some time, apparenily in dreadful agony from pains in the :
stomach, and surgical aid was procured ; but he died on i
Wednesday morning at three o’clock. Death was caused by 1
inflammation, produced by internal injuries from the stick.— |
Globe, Dec. 28th, 1847. |

Worship Street.—~A well dressed man named Richard '
Mellish, stated to fill 2 public situation, was charged with
committing the following violent and unprovoked assault |
upon Mr. Samuel Andrews, a brewer and publican at Hack- |
ney.

The complainant, whose face was strapped up with adhe-
sive plaister, stated that the prisoner stopped drinking at his |
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house on Saturday evening until a late hour, when, showing
no inclination to' leave, he was requested to do s9, and at
last left very teluctantly ; a few minutes only had elapsed,
however, when he again returned to the house, and con-
ducted himself with such offensive indecency, that the wit-
ness was compelled . remonstrate with him upou his
behaviour ; upon which the prisoner, who had refused any
apology for his misconduct, struck himn such a terrible blow
in the face, that lus upper lip was cut through against his
teeth and completely divided, and his shirt saturated with
blood. With a great deal of difficulty the prisoner was at
last secured and conveyed to the station, upon reaching
which Mr. Garrod, the divisional surgeon, was sent for, who
found the wound of such a serious nature, ihati he was
obliged to sew it together, and expressed his opinion that it
must have been inflicted with some sharp instrument. No
such instrument, however, was fornd in the possession of the
accused, and the prisoner, when called upon for his defence
said, that though he must admit the first part of the charge,
he had been drinking so freely that he had no distinct recol-
Jection of what he was doing at the time, and, if permitted,
could produce a number of highly respectable persons who
would bear testimony to the strict propriety of his conduct
upon alt other occasions.

Mr. Hammill, however, consideted such evidence wholly
inapplicable as an answer to the present case, and having
severely animadverted upon the prisoner’s disgraceful beba-
viour, sentenced him to pay the highest amount of penalty
he could inflict, namely, £5, and in default to be imprisoned
for two months in the House of Correction.

The prisoner could not immediately pay the money, and
on the arrival of the van he was carried away in it.—Jun.
4th 1848,

Middlesex Sessions.—Margaret Rawley, a respectable-
looking woman was indicted for stealing a piece of beef from
a butcher’s shop on the 1st of January.

The prisoner was seen to approach the board upon which
the beef had been exposed for sale, and to throw her apron
over it, and then carry it away.

Upon the prisoner being asked what she had to advance in
reply to the case which had heen made out against her.

Two young wome stood forvard and stated that the prisoner
svas their mother, and that thic act had been committed by her
when under the influence of liquor. One of the daughters
then went on o say, that the prisoner, with some other
women, had received a considerable sum of money as Christ-
mas-boxes, and had been drinking during the whole of the
week, and that it must have been in consequence of her not
being sober that she had taken the meat.

One of the magistrates on the bench said, that it was
through this vice of drinking that at least three parts of the
occupants of the prisons of the metropolis were led into the
commission of crime.  Three-fourths of the persons who were
in the prisors owed their deviation from the path of honesty
to their having indulged in the abominable vice of drinking,

The jury returned a verdict of Guilty.

The learned Judge, in passing sentence, said, il was a la-
mentable scene the Court had just witnessed. He alluded to
the fact of two daughters having come forwad to ask the
Court to excuse their mother from punishment for the com-
mission of a theft, upon the ground that she had taken the
meat when in a state of drunkenness. [t was painful to see
such a want of moral propriety, as that children should at-
tempt to justify robbery in a mother upon the plea of her in-
toxication. As his brother magistrate had stated, more than
three-fonrths of the persons who were in the metropolitan
prisons might be said to have found their way there as the
victims of intemperance. The sentence upon the prisonerat
the bar was, that she be imprisoned in the House of Correc-~
tion, Westminster, for three months, and he kept to hard la-
bour.—Jan. 5th, 1848.

Lambeth.—Sergeant Hoskins, 1. L., reported to the sitting
magistrate, Mr. Norton, that on the preceding evening, be-
tween the hours of 6 and 7 o’clock, two little boys, namej
Edward Hornblower and John Tarrent, were found lying o
the pavement in the Lower Maish in a state of helpless ia.
toxication. They were carried to the Tower-street station,
and were found in such a state that it was deemed necessary
to send for Mr.Wagstafl, the divisional surgeon. That gentle-
man promplly attended, and instantly applied the stomach.
pump to both the lads, and ejected u quantity of spirits from
the stomach. He then directed their immediate removal (o]
the Lambeth woikhouse, which was done; and thougy
closely attended all night by a medical gentleman, they st
remained in so dangerous a state as to render it unssfe to re.
move them. Indeed there were some doubts whether they
would recover. ?

The father of one of the boys here said he had been 1o the
workhouse to see the lads, and he had very considerable!
doubts whether they would recover. The poor man, who
seemed much affected, said, that from what could be learned |
from the little fellows, who were but 12 years of age each,
it appeared that a person in the garb of a gentieman had pre- §
vailed upon them to drink a whole bottle of gin. :

Mr. Norton observed, that the act was of a most inhuman
description, and desired that the little fellows should not be
te aoved from the workhouse until they were thorougkly re.
covered —Jan. 6th, 1848.

Aberdeen, January Sth.—For some time past the conduct |
of the navvies engaged on the Aberdeen Railway, in the
neighbourhood of Stonehaven, has been a source of much}
anxiety to the. peaceable inhabitants of that village, and oo §
V}’(;,flrnesday last there was a serious riot, attended with les §
of life. :

It appears that the navvies were paid their wages by the §
contractor of the works, and at midnight began to offer in- J§
sults to some of the villagers, who were then engagedin
celebrating Christmas in the old style. Towards morning,2 |
good many hounses were forcibly entered, and soon after it
became evident that 2 premeditated attack was about to be]
made. The constabulary force was able to hold in check§
the earlier disturbances, but the Highlandmen, being armed @
with bludgeons, and perfectly ferocious, every attempt tore- §
sist their barbarous onslaught was futile, and the police ha! 8
to abandon the ground. Houses were now broken inlo, J8
bakers® and butchers’ shops runsacked, spirit cellars in some
cases emptied, and one young man was so severely bruised
by the blows of a ruffian that he died on Wednesday night; §
others were more or less bruised, and some of them now lie
in a very hopeless condition. :

As soon as Mr. Gordon, the sheriff-clerk, was made aware |
of the riot, he dispatched an express to Aberdeen, which ar-J
rived about the same time as an express from Captain Bar-}
clay, of Ury, near Stonehaven, for a detachment of the mili- §
tary stationed here, and the Lord Lieutenant of Kincardine-}
shire having stated the necessity of the case personallyto g
the commandant of the depot, two companies were immedi- |
ately dispatched and arrived in time to restore quiet, and 2 §
prehend the ringleaders of the riot. :

——

THE IMMORALITY OF INTEMPERANCE.

Being Tract No. V, issued under the authority of a Commillee g
of the Free Presbytery of Paisley. X

When reading the tract on the efects of intemperance o3
our physical system, I could not but feel as if the writer had 38
intioduced us to a festive hall, where the votaries of dissij+-§
tion were in the height of their sensuous enjoyment,—t Qg
song, the toast, the repartee, the noisy senseless laugh, rung g
loudly in the ear, proclaiming that care was gone, 3 gy
anxiety for the moment banished from the soul: but sul- i
denly, by one of those processes which, in the world oI
.
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; thought and imagination, produce all the effect of Jissolving

yiews, cach wassailer had a companion by his side, in the
act of forming with him a boud of fellowship and a league of
uniors permanent as life itself :--emaciated poverty, in rags
and wretchedness, grasped the hand of one ; wild delirium,
y w the frenzy of madness, clutched the nerveless arm of
y, another ; trembling palsy leaned for suppo.t on the busom of

a third; hectic fever glared in the countenance of a fourth;
, pale consumption, squalid dropsy, discase of every furm bad
its representative there, and as each covenant was formed,
Distemper pressed his brother to his heart, and conveyed ard
communicated to him his very likeness. ~Sad, sad it is to
mark the ravages of this appalling vice on the noble hiing
, of man, enervating all its puwer, unfitting it for the high
; duties either of physical or mental exertion; genesating
j within it every malady, and ripening it for a grave of
!‘ wretchedness. But there are higher interests than those of
/
|

p
1

the body, and weightier considerations than the effects of
inebriety on our health, on our social condition, or on
| life itself. The drunkard commits enormmous sin, violates
 the express law of morals and religion, and sacrifices his
! precious soul at the shrine of folly, and on the altar of his
" own lusts. It is to be feared, however, that sciiptural views
| of this vice are not generally entertained : it is treated rather
| asa venial offence, than as a crime against the statutes of
[ God. The occasional tippler, who only now and then de-
_ viates from the strict rules of souriety, as on occasions of
marriage, at fairs and markets, at new-year’s-days and
holidays, is not regarded as a drunkard at all; his guilt is
glossed over by soft expressions, and qualifying excuses;
the tone of moral feeling is therehy lowered, and the solemn
fact wholly overlooked, that no drunkard shall inherit the
! kingdom of God. The idea is entertained that occasional
|: intemperance is compatible with the hopes and prospects of
.. a blessed Christianity ; whereas it is just as opposed to them
| as occasional impurity, occasional idolatry, or oceasional
| murder. It is high time that this delusion were brought to
| an end, and that the truth was sacredly enunciated, that
one act of vice stamps upon the person a character, and
leaves upon the soul a stain which nothing can alter or
efface hut the grace of the Holy Spirit, and the cleansing
efficacy of the blood of Jesus.
' We cannot pretend, in this tract, to illustrate all the im-
| moral characteristics of this sin of the age. We might
' speak of the dishonesty which it involves, by entailing on
" the sober and virtuous an enormous expense in detecting and
" punishing crimes, which, humanly speaking, but for the use
' of ardent spirits, would never have been perpetrated, and by

swelling the amount of poor’s rates, in order to meet the
! wants of those whose miseries are caused by the guilt and
improvidence of the drunkard. One sentence from a me-
morial to the Justices of Renfrewshire, by the Parochial
| Board of Paisley, of date October, 1846, will illustrate this
principle,—¢¢ After the most careful scrutiny, your memo-
| sialists find that £2600 annually, or upwards, or one half of
“ the entire assessment for the poor in Paisley, is paid for the
| maintenance of persons whose poverty is to be exclusively
| traced to the habitual use of intoxicating liquors, either by
! themselves or by relatives who are legally bound for their
" support.”  Drunkenness and dishonesty are allies, not merely
iq so far as the drunkard mismanages his affairs and injures
: his creditors, but as directly entailing expense on his more
! honourable and upright neighbour; and the man who en-
i courages him in his crime, and ministers to his vice, may
| well he regarded as a partaker in his sin, his very gains
‘ necessarily increasing the taxes and the crimes of the com-
munity.
We shall say little of the suicilal character of intemper-
ance : the drunkard is a murderer both of soul and body—
bis habits prostrate the intellect, however splendid, and ruin
the constitution, however firmly knit ; and having wrecked

f
|
I

the noble powers of the one, and palsied the living energies
of the other, consign both to an unenvied, a dishonoured,
and a premature sepulchre.  There are some startling
statistics that may be noticed here, In the evildence ad-
duced befere a Parliamentary Committee, it is affiimed —
That of 195 persons admitted, within a given time, to the
Liverpool A<ylum, 2157 were the victims of intemperance.
In Cork, of 333 admitted, 103 were the offerings of drunken-
ness. In Dublin, of 286 admitted, 115 were the sacrifices
which this vice furnished. A similar proportion will be
found in all other institutions, and this irrespective of those
whose tendency to insanity is the result of the vicious
courses which their parents have pursued. And as to the
effects of this vice in shortening lfe—that fact has been
ahundantly proved in a previous tract—but there is one ad-
ditional statement sufficiently startling, as set forth in the
mortality tables by the late Dr. Clelland, of Glasgow : we
find, for example,

That in 1821, the deaths were 3686.
— 22, — @ — 3690, increase 4.
— 188, — — 4627, — 937!

And when we ask what epidemic had caused this startling
advance, the answer is, that the reduction of duties on ardent
spirits came into operation that year, and hence the mortality.
Nor is it unworthy of notice, that in 1826, when the country
was oppressed with sore commercial distress, the mortality
diminished by 598 ; and this can only be accounted for by
the diminished consumpt of alcoholic liquors. How appali-
ing, with such statements before us, to learn that in the
Upper Ward of Renfrewshire, there is one public house for
every 35 males of 20 years and upwards.

It is important to notice that intemperance exposes to
many temptations, and is the cause of many ciimes. ¢ Who
hath woe, who hath sorrow, who hath contentions, who hath
wounds without cause, who hath redness of eyes? They
that tarrv long at the wine, they that go to seek mixed
wines.”” Stimulating and exciting all the irregular passions
of our nature, inflaming the anger and malice of the unre-
newed sonl, this vice has banished peace and contentment
from many a quiet home, and entailed misery and infamy on
many a happy fireside. It would be easy to picture the
change which it makes on the domestic economy, eating
like a canker into all natural affection, irritating the temper,
and often giving a character of almost fiendish malignity o
2 heart that scemed once touched with the gentlest and
softest emotions of our nature. Its history needs no painter’s
art, no power of fancy, no effort of imagination—it is written
in the history of crime, secret and detected ; and the tales
of brutality, of quarrelings, of fightings, of seductions, of
murders, that stain our calendars of crime, are the records of
the fruits of this debasing sin. Long before Abstinence
Societies were in active operation, the connection between
drunkenness and crime was the subject of public notice.
We find the judge who, in 1830, presided at the Glasgow
Assizes, stating from the bench, that of the 80 criminals who
had been at the bar, there was scarcely one but had com-
mitted the crime while under the influence of ardent spirits.
In the same year, the jndge at Perth, at the close of the
court, announced that of the 33 criminals who had received
sentence at that time, 27 had committed their crime while
under the influence of alcohol,  Sheriff Campbell, of Paisley,
when examined before the House of Commons, deponed, that
crime had increased at an enormous rate during the last 20
years, and that of the class of offences that came under his
cognizauce, there was scarcely more than one in a hundred
that did not begin or end with drinking,—adding, that he
helieved two-thirds of the police cases arose out of absolute
intoxication. Captain Watson, of the Glasgow Police Force,
deponed, that two-thirds of their cgses were cases of drunk~
enness, and then added, « indeed, if drunkenness could be
abolished, we might shut up the Police-Office,” Mr. Brad-
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ley, Boroughreeve of Manchester, deponed, that three-
fourths of the persons brought before him were drunkards,—
1 fact. there 1s no source of positive crimes so fruitful as
this sinj 1t fills our jails, it crowds our work-houses, it
peoples our penal settlements, and it furnishes nine-tenths
ol the victims for the gallows.

[t 1s a curious, thongh a melaucholy fact, that the extent
of disullation is the barometer by which we may measure or
estimate the amount of crime in a land : whatever facilitates
the one, augments the other ; an extra consumption is always
altended with a heavier calendar. Take this illustration :
from 1802, for several years, the average quantity distilled
m England and Wales was 3,647,388 gallons, the persons
committed for trial were 64,539; from 1832, for several
years, the average distillation was 8,941,072, the persons
committed for trial, 128,010, The lowering of duties
doubled the consumption, and the crime of the country rose
in similar proporion.  Now, surely if these are genuine
fruits of this vice—if it brutalises the nature, chills and
deadens the warmest and most generous affections of the
soul, shatters and desolates our sense of responsibility to God,
inflames the worst passions of our nature, and impels to
deeds over which humanity sickens, and from which moral-
ity recoils, it mey fairly be questioned whether even the
moderate use of ardent spirits is not too dearlv purchased at
the hazard of such evils as these.

Perhaps we should notice, as an aggravatinz feature in
this sin, that intemperance is a social crime. There are, no
doubt, many cases of solitary drinking; but generally the
more hideous aspect of the evil is obscured by the charms
and attractions of a vitiated companionship ; the drunkard is
thus but teo often a local pestilence, contaminating by his
wretched example, and continually luring others into the
same gulph of misery and iniquity, in which he himself is
sinkipg ; not, it may be, desiring their wretchedness, but
inviting, caiioling, plotting for their presence and counte-
nance, till they are insensibly imbued with tastes, and made
the subjects of desires and appetites, that destroy their pro-
petty and health, and ruin their happiness and salvation.

Nor is this all. Intemperance pEsTrOVS THE sovL. We
say notking of its hardening effect on the heart, or the
debasing influence it exercises over the judgment, the sen-
timents, the opinions, of its miserable votary ; though it will
generally be found that obscene language, profane swearing,
indelicate inuendos, ribaldry of speech, the natural fruits of
the lust of the eye, and the lust of the flesh, and the pride
of life, are characteristics of the drunkard. It is of vast
moment to observe the solemn, the unequivocal sentence of
Eternal truth pronounced against this sin, ¢ Drunkards shall
not ir’ >rit the kingdom of God.”> Nor is it at all difficult
fo ju .y this terrific threatering. When we mark how
this vice impoisons society, stifles affection, scandalises
morals and religion, defies the authority of the great Law-
giver, and openly viclates his holy laws, can we wonder
that such a penalty should be attached to this peculiar
wickedness ?  Or if we look at the history and procedure of
the intemperate, there is no difficulty in discovering how
his habits disqualify and unfit him for a kingdom of holiness,
as they necessarily shut him out from the very me: and
instrumentality by which he might be prepared for the pre-
sence, the judgment, and the glory of the Lord, What cana
drunkard discharge of commanded Christian duty ? What
can he be expected to fee! of the power of precious revealed
truth? Can he pray for pardon, for grace, forlife? His
prayers would be but the babblings of impurity, and with
such prayers a holy God can have no communion. Is he
likely to appreciate the offices of redeeming love in Christ
Jesus, or yield to the suasive influences of the Holy Spirit ?
Alas, alas! No. Without limiting the Holy One, we must
not conceal it, that his usual course, even where the influ-

ences of early education have been cn the side of the Bible,

is, first, occasionally to neglect the stated ministrations of '
the sanctuary, to remit the private exercises of devolion,
then to become dissatisfied with the overstrictness of the
doctrines and precepts that are idculcated in the house of
God, then to sneer at ministers, and cavil at sacred things,
and eventually, il he does not become an open scoifer, he
lapses into an utler neglect of meana and ordinances altoge-
ther. His time rolls ou, his habits strengthen, his boon
companions drop one after another inte an unhallowed grave ;
and at length, the sentence goes forth, Thy soul is required
of thee. The cup, to which'even on a death bed he resorted
for a miserable consolation, drops from his nerveless grasp;
the silver cord is loosed ; and the spirit, doomed to immor-'
tality, is swept on to judgment, unpardoned, unsauctified,
unsaved. O! who wonld seek to draw aside the veil that’
overhangs eternity, and witness the agonies of that sonl’
dying the second death? Every woe, every torture of re-
morsc, every wail of utter despair, an echo, an almost repe-
tition of the oft-despised warning, ¢ He that being often’
reproved, hardeneth Eis neck, shall sudderly be destroyed, !
and that without remedy.”” Reader, art thou in the regular
use of intoxicating lignors? Dost thou take pleasure in the |
sparkling wit, or the dazzling brilliance of thought that may
sometimes, but very rarely, light up the society of the club-
room ?  Dost thou occastonally stand on the ve:ge of ine--
briety ? Hast thou not in thy heart a horror at the sin of
drunkenness? Beware, reflect, be admonished, be advised, -
be warned; for truly we may apply to this evil what!
Scripture hath affirmed of a kindred one : ¢ She sitteth at !
the door of her bouse, on a seat, in the high places of the
city, to call passengers who go right on their ways: Whoso
is simple, let him turn in kither: and as for him that want- |
eth understanding, she saith to him, Stolen waters are sweet, |
and bread eaten in secret is pleasant. But he knoweth not !
that the dead are there; and that her guests are in thef
depths of hell.”

Strange and humilialing it is that this should be the pre-
vailing vice in a land of Bibles and Sabbaths ; that with the
haly precepts of that blessed book in general circulation,
there should be not merely the absence of an universal |
loathing at customs and practises that feed pauperism and |,
crime, %uta toleration for them, such as would have dis- |
graced a heathen clime. Ancient paganism denounced |
intemperance, though it encouraged it by the example of the ||
gods. Mahomedanism refuses the wine cup to its followers. .,
Eastern idolatry reckons drunkenness one of the five enor- |
mous sins.  And shall Christianity be less indignant in her
denunciation of this offence, or less uncertain in the note of
warning and alarm which she heralds forth # The pulpit
and the press must now speak out. Patriotism, philanthropy,
religion demand it; and their united voice, in the full
majesty of truth, regarding the drunkard®s habits and ways,
be this, THE END oF THESE THINGS Is Deatn.

Joun MacKAUGHTAN, Paisley.

DISGRACEFUL FUNERAL SOLEMNITIES.

The solemn public services for Mr. Adams were closed on
Saturday, having been extended, almosi in a continuous pro- '
cession, from Washingion city to Quincy, the last resting- /i
place of his honoured remains. The Congressional Com-!!
mittee of one member from each State of the Union, attend-!!
ed the funeral at the family mansion and the church. It is
said by those who had been present at many of the exer-
cises, that nowhere were the solemnities in helter faste than
at Quincy. The sermon, by Rev. Mr. Lunt, is highly
spoken of. But on their return from the closing act, it ap-
pears that the constraint of official seriousness had become too |
hurdensome to be borne any longer; and_an entertainment '
was given on Saturday evening by the Massachusetts Le- |l
gislafive Committee to the Congressional Committee, which ”"

i
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“was not very creditable to the temperance pretensions of
" Massachusetts, or to the mourning pretensions of Congress.
"Buta still more disgraceful affair took place on Monday
! evening, when the Boston Committee entertained the Con-
’ gress mourners by a great dinner at the Revere House. The
, president of the Common_ Council, Mr. Seaver, presided at
table, and grace was said by Rev. Dr. Parkman and Rev.
T. M. Clark, both Unitarian ministers. After the cloth was
' removed, the drinking and carousing began, without re-
: straindy and was continued titl almost break of day, accom-
1 hanied, it is said, with obscene and scandalous songs. I am
X Eappy to say that neither Gov. Biiggs nor Mayor Quiney
gave any counlenance to this disreputable aftair, but dis-
| countenanced it to the extent of their power. 1t is said there
. i3 to be an attempt to saddle the expense upon the State and
city; but I trust there will be at least shame enough among
the actors to induce them to pay their own hills. Several of
; our daily papers have rebuked the transaction in a proper
i spirits. The Traveller, an excellent paper, which is pros-
| pering as it deserves, says :
' ¢ The shouts and noise of the mourners were heard
! through the whole neighbourhood. At about 3 o’clock the
| band played several national airs, winding up with Yankee
i Doodle, which was understood to be the signal for those who
were rot afraid of exposure to the night air,to go home.
. The old song of ¢ Go to bed Tom, drunk or sober, go to bed
"Tom,” would possibly have been quite as appropriate a
i‘ finale to the occasion.”
It should te ohserved that there are no public houses in
! Boston which are licensed to sell intoxicaling lignors, and
that, therefore, the liquors used must have heen purchased
by the law-makers in violation of the law. Both the houses
, —the Tremont and the Revere—are at this time under in-
; dictment for the unlawiul sale of liquors.—Evangelis?.
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. Coteau Lasping, Maach ), 1818.~The Coleau Landing
; Total Abstinenco Socicty, was established on the 6th of July,
, 1846, through the instrumcatality of our estecined friond R. D,

Waden orth, and numbers 130 mcwbers,  This Society held its
. Anniverrary on the Sthoof July last—Jaln S. Uosmer in the
. Chair. The meefing was opuned with prarer hy the Rev. Geurge
" Case, after which the following gentlemen wera cleated Office
" Bearcrs fur the cusuing year, viz. Rubeit M‘Intyre, President;
" Wm. A. Selden, Vice.President, thc Writer, Sceretary, aud 2
" Cummittee of five. After the clection of Officors, wo hiad the
, ploasure of listening to a vuy sppropriatc address by our Wesley.
i an m'nister, George Case, to whom we focl greatly indebted for
, hisaeal and activity in promoting the cause of Tectotalin in
ths place. A very mteres'ing festival was held, in a beautifu!l

giove, at a short distance from our village, on the 7th of July
, hst. We werc liouvured with a highly respectable deputation of
: Tectotalers from Martintown, Williamstown, and Laucaster, whe
" eame to parlicipate in the enjoyments of the day, and aud us in
, Uethroning, and putting to flight, the most demoralizing and de.
:l structive tyrant that cver duped & conuuunity,  After a very re.
" spectable concourse of people had assembled, order was called
. by Mr. Wm. A. Sclden, President of the day, and Mr. Case .
i voked the Divine blessing upon the cffurts we were making for the

wuppression of inteinperance.  The Writer, then, had the honour
‘ of being called upon to give the intruductory adu..ss, which vas
| followed by excellent specahes from the Rev. George Case, Mr.

Carlo D¢ Castle, of St Tunathy, and t H. D wadeon, of Water
town, N. Y. The table, to wh el 42 were cordmlly invited, was
spread with an abaadint sapply of the chioisrat oatables, and
zood cold water.  The parte was,indeed, a jayful and pleasant
one ; amd if any were present at this Fatival, who, like mang
others, had cutertained the wden that intoxicating drinka were in.
dispensahly necestary to maike a party enjay themselv. s, they
muat have had occasnn, tha onee at least, to change ther pree
poraessed notions.  Thne paseed the fieat Tempoeranes Festival
ever held at Coteau, und it will long be remembered as a soul.
cheering and interegting time.  Qur mouthly meetings wore very
well attended till fall, when an uneammon dogree of apathy v s
obacrvable in the condnct of cven same of th> oftice bearars, and
otlier lending members of the Suciety.  Bue, happily, things did
not long remain i thes unfortunate condition. Our valnable
fuend Mr. Wadsworth, who, by the way, 18 a very successful
repatrer, n8 well as huilder of this deseription of ships, made us
a visit—gave us two lemperance lectures, and preached o uson
the Sabbath, ‘The addresses were excellent, and produced a very
happy effect upon the minds of all who listencd to them. In
one week, another mecling was called.  The officers and
crew mct, and after a short consultation, it was thought expedient
to clect new officers, and tahe a fiesh start.  Accordingly, Mr.
Oliver Buyden was elected President,-—Jamzs P. M-Intyre, Vice.
President, and the Writer re.clected Seeretary.  The gentlemen
forming the new Cammuttce, are, Robert M-Intyre (the Ex.Presi-
dent,) Rev. Genrge Case, W. A. Selden, Jno. S. f{osmer, and the
Writer.  Since the new eleetion, we have had several unusually
intercsting meetings, and the Socicty is now enjoying great proe.
perity.  We must rot frget to mention, that we have a very fine
Choir of Juvewle singers, to whom great credit is due for their
prompt attendance at the temperance mectings, and for the man-
ner in which they execute their beautiful and appropriate p'eces.
—Wat, €. Mussoy, Sceretary.

Dusuan, March 21, 1818.—Sir,—Sincc I wrote to you laet,
there has been many interesting micelings in this region, and the
county of Missesiquoi 's taking a decided stand on thie subject.
Mectings are freyucnt, and nrny names added to the pledge. On
the 7th mstaut I attended a inceting in theschuol house at Mcig's
Curner, 1 this towuship. [t was an iutereating one, heing uiostly
con.posed of young people, and on the 8ik, as I wtinated, we
had a glunous county meeting at Phil psburgh. It commences
at twao, p.m., and continucd, with increased wtcrest, untl lnte in
the evening.  Rev. Measrs. Fisk§Cux, Geer, Hitchcock, and
Jersey, agrecably entcrlaincd a large and respectable audience in |
the afternoon ; and in the evening J. G. Saxe, A M., from High. |
gate, Vermont, guve an aldres that was caleulated to persunde,
convince, and confirm, and it did so, fur at the close, twenty
naiges were added tu the pledge, and it also left a very favorable
wnpression on the minds of the wvillagers regarding abstinence.
At Campbell's schoul huusc, near Sagersfield, i the parish of St.
Armand West, on the 20th iustant, there was a meeting of spint
and atercst {an account of which is given m another place).
This meeting was announced (in the Mississigusi News) to be in
the Wesleyan chapel, on Tigeon Hill, but the presiding missionary
over that circnit utterly sefused to allow them the privilege, say-
ing it was a desecration of the house to have a temperance meet-
ing there, and that they must hold it in tho school house above
named. ‘This made no small stir amongst the peuple, and the
cause scemed tu be in danger.  From this soutce the friends of
abstinence did nat louk for, or even cxpect opposition, Had it
becn an cnemy, the shock could have been burne move easily.
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On the evening of tho 29d instant, a meoting twas held in
the brick school house, in the villago of Bedfurd, which was
filled at an carly hour to overflowing. Tho meeting having
been called to order—tho premdent of the Mississiquoi County
Ammciation taking the chair—a few apprupnato remarks were
made, after which the Rev. J. Fisk, Mr. J. Crippin, and others
addressed the mecting to good cffect; the exorcises Leing
intersperacd with appropriato hymns (prepared for the oceasion)
from the Bedford chorr, and much credit is due to the leader, Mr.
Hause, and the chour, for their able performances.  Thus you see,
nir, tho cause is progreesing in this county; regular monthly
meotings arc sustaincd in most of the socictics.  Only onc year
ago, wo could number but two seciotics, now wo numbor fourtcen
in successful operation, chiefly owing to the faithful labours of
Mr. J. Crippin. But, Sir, though wo have much reason to rejuice,
wo aro forced to weep much. At tius you will not wonder, when I
tell you this county has four stationary clergymen init, and not one
of them arc members of our societies, neither do they encourage
or give countenance to them in any way. The decided influence
of these men are against us. But, notwthstanding, “onmward"
and ** duty » are our motios, for the * battle is the Lord's,” and he
will put all enemies under his feet.—K.

Sr. Arytann, Piggox Hier, March 29, 1848.—1 beg leave to
send to you for inscrtion at your earliest convenicaco the fullow-
ing account of the praceedings of the annual meeting of the
Sagersfield, St. Armand, Total Abstinence Association, held in
this place on the evening of March 20, 1848, together with the
first report of the committeo, as furnished by the Recording
Sccretary.  The annual meeting was held this cvening in the
school-room, in District No. 9. In absence of the President, Mr.
David Brimmer, Jun., was called to the chair. The mecting wae
addressed by the Rev. Barnabas flitchcock, who advocated the
total abstinenco causc te the gratification of his hearers ; also very
suitable remarks were made by Messrs. Hickok and Bridle. ‘The
report of the committee was then read by the Secretary, namely :
“ The comunittee, in laying their first report befuru the socicty, since
its venewal on the principle of total abstinence from all intoxicat.
ing beverages, have the pleasure of congratulating the society on
the unanimity and consistency which has prevailed among its
mombers since the adoption of the tectotal pledge, and to it they
ascribe as a principal reason, under Divine Providence, that so few
cases of violation of the pledge have come to their knowledge, as,
of 158 who had sobscribed the pledge, only two arc known to
have violated it, of whom one has been expelled, and the other
has renewed his pledge, which calls forth our gratitude that such
a goodly number have thus far proved true to this great and en-
nobling cause. And while your committee rejoice at the success
of all who are engaged in honourable worldly pursuits, they can-
not withhold their expressions of satisfaction at.seeing the drunk-
ards flag struck ; and thoy weuld earnestly call for your united
prayers that the hearts of all who continue to deal in the bitter
waters of strife may be enlightened, and that in this place especi.
ally there may not be a single individual found holding open the
flood-gates of ruin. In conclusion, your committee would render
their most heartfelt thanks to the Rev. Messrs, Gees, Jersey, and
Fisk, and also to Captein J. D. Crippin, for their able lectures,
and their kindness in helping on the cause in this place ; and we
huve reason to believe that their labours have been blessed, and
traet that we may all feel a willingness to strive to renew our
exertions, and to do all in our power to banish the demon intem-
porance from our land.—Josern Ricrarp, Recording Secretary.”
Which report, on motion of Wm. Hickok, ssconded by John

Holsapple, Jun., was unaniwmously adopted. On motion of M, ‘
David Brimmer, Jua., seccnded by the Rev Harnabas Hitcheock, |
the fullowing were clocted office.bearors for the cnsuing year,
namely, Wm. S. Holeapple, President; David Brimmer, Jun., I
Wm. Hickok, and John M. Sager, Vice-Presidents; John Hol. ‘l
sapple, Jun., Corresponding Sccretary ; Joseph Richard, Record. l
ing Sccretary , Juhn Hulsapple, Esq , Treasnrer; and a board of !
committee of cigh*  The pledge was read and presented by ‘he i
Sccrotary, and six new members were enrolied.  The thanks of '
the meeting was voted unanimously to th~ Rov. B. Hitcheock,
for his nble address. The meeting was closed with prayer, The !
fricnds of the total ¢ bstinence cause in Canada Enst will sce from
the above that we are not altogether lifeless on the subject in this
quarter; but although the principle of total abstinence hnlds
ground, yet the persevering cxertions of the advacates of that !
principle must not be wanting. For, alas! not only hero and |
every whore clse are there drunkards who are hastening on to 5 '
drunkasd's grave, but decent, moral, and respectable men arc'
still to be found, who, notwithstanding the light which shines!
around them, persist in using the drunkard's drink on tho so called l
principle of moderation, which prineiple I trust ere long will be
banished from our jand. The friends of tatal abstinence every
where, therefore, must up and be doing, and never relax their
effurts until alcohol is driven to its proper place on the shelf of the
dispensary, and in tho chemist’s shop.—Jonn Hovsarrie, Jun,
Corresponding Secretary.

NEW BRUNSWICK.

PROVINCIAL TEMPERANCE CONVENTION.

Digest of statistical information furnished to the Convention.
The following Socicties only having reported :—St. John ; Port-
Jand ; Portland, Y. M.; Carleton; Fredericton, Y. M.; Chat.
ham ; Sackville Middle Village ; Batlarst ; Mor ~ton; Monctun,
Y. M.; Nortorn; Studholm ; Sheffield; Milkish: Dorchester; !
Hopewell; ¥lampstead ; Salivbury ; Sussex Vale ; Smith’s Creek;
Butternut Ridge : Midland Society ; Woodstock ; Douglas Town; i
St. George; Bellisle. |

‘The increase to the membership of these Societies during the
year has been 2,104. .

The population embraced within the range of their opcrations
is stated at 48,500 |

Of theso Societies, one holds semi-montlily mectings; cight .
monthly ; three quarterly. j

In the localities of thesc Societics there arc 1374 Sons of Tem- |
perance.

Minsters of Religion pledged to total abstinence, - 34
Do  not abstainers, - - - .U
Magistrates pledged abstinents, - - 30
Do not abstainers, - . . . 51
Brewers reported, - - - - -7
Distillers, - - . - - -~ 1
‘Taverns and other places for the sale of intoxicat-
ing liquors, - - - . - 120

In remarking upon the reports, the committce to whom the task
of preparing this digest was committed, beg to say, that owing tn
scveral causes, such as the incompletencss of our postal arrange-
ments in the interior of the Province, the want of organization
in the country Socictics, and the brief notice which was given of '
the assembling of the convention, the returns have been compara-
tively unsatisfactory, less than one half of the temperance organi.
zations in existence, having answered the circular of the central |
committee. |

The committee would also respectfully suggest, that in many |
instances, where the circular has been returned, it is not filled up
with the requisite carc to enable the Convention to arrive ste
satisfactory knowledge of the condition of theso Socictics. This
is a matter of discouragement. The vantage ground which total
abstinence occupies » many locahties has been taken by perse-
vering, and indeed incessant agitatiun and labour. The same
activity will produce similar results elsewhere, Jt is lhercfcre‘

P Sy
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| hoped, that & renowed zeal will be evinced by the men who lend]  SarFRov Warpox.—"welve months ago, fonr of five nerson®

the van; the central committer on behalf of the Uniun have|at Langley, in Fssex, pledged one another to entire nbstinence
} made arrangemonts to aid the weak places, but co-operation is| from all intoxicating drinks for eix months, one of them being the

Tired, and whero the disposition to work is exhibited, however | Baptist minister of the place, who signed to aid in the reforma-
 feeblo tho matrumentahitics at command, there will help bo given ;| tion of another, who was a notorions drunkard, but who, now,
| but it must bo evident, that unless cxertions are mado to keop [thanks to the temperance cause, is a relosmed, respectable and
, tho advantagces ganed, the labour of lecturers would be compnra. | worthy man. ‘This act was done in so quiet a way that scarcely
. tively uscless, Apphcahons for tho services of lecturers wi'l be [ any one knew of it but the parties themselves,  As weeks passed
"receved by N. S. Demill, Eeq., President of the Union at St. | on, their convictiona were gralually strengthencd in the correet -
8, John, by all the Vice.Premdents, and by ‘I'. Pickard, Esq., B.A, | ness of the principles which they had at [irst sanctioned only by

g ono of the Sccrotaes at Fredericton, example. The Tectotal Times and Chronicle were taken by this
!‘ All of which is "‘35!’00"'“")';;“';‘""““‘1- little faithful band, and hthcy eagerly reed other works l(lm the
| . LESUEUR, : subject. The six months at length expired ; but unwilling to
: \‘V. H. A. Keavs, ?(;gzzm.lea:f reli{u‘nish the good work they lmdio quie'tly but resolutely begun,
] S. L. TiLwey, g * | they grradually grew bolder and bolder, 1ill ultimately they deter- |
) l St. John, 14¢h Mareh, 1848. mined 10 become public advoeates of the sacred cnuse.  For this
! ——— purpose they resolved to eatablish a society in the place, and to |
' ENGLAND. invite over from Saffron Waldon, one or two friends on an ap- '
§| TEWPERANCE TRIT. pointed evening, to address a meeting to be convened in the

chapel, and thus to sot the machinery in motien. Mr. Martm, a
Raptist minister, and Mr. J. W. DBitten, the secretary of the
Waldon Temperance Society, accordingly went over on Thurs-

8 Drar Sir,—~During the last month T wvisited the following

! placgs, nHL;af 3\'!1;0!) nrt:l either towns or populous districts, viz.,
" Ruthin, andegle, an lanaminon, in  Denbigshire ; Fhint, H
* Coed-y-flint, Buckley, Leswood. Brymbo, Pennelg Ilope’, Mold, day last and nddressed a large audience of very attentive hearers

3! Kileain, Rhosesmon, Dyserth, T : R in the Baptist chapel, the minister of the place presiding. At the |
" ghire. » Dyserth, Tarn, and New-Market, in Funt- | ojoce of the meeting, the estcemed minister (Rev. C. Player) was ;

the firat to renew the pledge ; he was followed by a dozen athers. |
. M 3 :

Thus it is hoped the fonndation of a useful society is luid, under
Whose auspices many an erring brother by the blessing of our
[feavenly Father may have great reason to rejo:ce.

" The meetings were in general well attended, and the lectures
* listened to with great eagerncss, and seemed to produce powerful

effects, and many came forward to sign the pledge, n several
' places. 1 also distributed a great many English tracts, kindly
i sent me by that benevolent gentleman, Mr. Alexander of Ips-

H

wich.
; Should I be allowed to make a few observations afier my late SCOTLAND.
tour, I would beg leave to remark, ) Mr. Brexincuaw's Lecture At StirLive.—A meeting took

1. That wherever we meet a decided Christian character, we lace in the Free North Church on Saturday eve the 15th
meet a friend to the cause of temperance, if not a pledaed abe| Fooy - way ' Lo VO JUrctl, O BALrcey oening, U

h e mst, with a view to the promotion of the temperance cause, of
suiner, and the most flourishing churches are those which admut| \which that gentleman has long been a distingaished advocate,
!‘F}P{?T‘"?e‘ "}“cc“"‘a's into their chapels, and are zenlous and | Ty night was rather unfavourable for a large sttendance, but the
fichiul with the cause. . celebrity of the lecturer drew together a numerous suditory.  T'he

We arc much grieved to find a large Wesleyan Chapel, near chair was occupicd by the Rev. A. Russcl,  Bufore Mr. B. roso,
this place, shut against us, although the body of the chapel 18! ghort addresses were delivered by the Rev. Messrs Steedman and
C‘”"’su}"‘l!’ used for tea parties. Page. The lecture was chiefly remnarkable for the number of

2. Those who opposed the cause of temperance fwelre or four-| gk facts which were adduced, bearing on the temporance
leen years ago, have since been sorely lashed by their own chuld-{ movement. Mr. B began with an account of his own personal
ren and domestics, through the instrumentality of drink ; thev experience.  Ile was, at the early age of ninc years, sent to sea.
now see mnrks.s of their former sins on the rod, as Adontbezek of | Befure he was ten years of age, he was tuken prisoner of wer;
old—(Judges i. 6, 7,)—he was paid in his own com. They are'and before he was cleven vears of age he had been compelicd to
tow brought over, at leust, to speak lighly of temperance, after| march upwards of ecight hundred iniles in Spain and Portugal.
 paying dearly for their learning ! Youne as he was he conld not help being struck with the fzct,

3. On the other hand, those who have cspoused the cause, at} that, 1 all that long journey, he did not remember of secing one
s beginning, have been abundantly rewarded in their families.} case of drunkenness. ~ When he contrasted this with what he had
Who were then only children, are now guite grown up, like | geen at home and on board ship, hie could not help asking himsel(
lovely olive brauches—making no use of bad drinks, no tobaceo,! the reason of this.  Was it their superior educaticn—their superior
they look so clean, handsome, and intelhgent ; and above all, rebgious freedom—their sounder mstitutions 7 No: in all these

| have steadiness of character. respects we were before them, but in sobriety they were far before
4. We find that the cause of temperance now saffers chiefly | us, When he returned home he resumed his old profession ; and
from the indifference and the inactivity of its own friends ' in the course of a few years he had the good fortune to get com.
No outward opposition can do much harm to such a self-cvi-| mand of a ship. Before sailing from the Downs, he mustered his
_dent good cause. men and told them of the evil cfieets of giog, and made them the

We can only hope and earnestly pray that the intended great| following offer : whoever wished muog was to get it, and those who
meeting of ministers in Manchester, next April, may be the| chose toabstain were to get the value of it in money at the end of
means of doing much good—~to set the matter aright before the | the voyage. The conscquence was, that when they sct sai, the
B public mind.—Ever yours truly, Bvav Davies. |one half of the men resolved to take no grog.  In a short time

Dovoras, Jele of Mun.—During the past week, a scries of very | their numbers increased, and what wes the resalt 2 In that voyage
tlented lectures on the temperance question have heen delivered | there was not the sixth part of thesickness in their vessel compared
RE in this town, in the Athol street school room, by Mr. James| with some others in the same course. ‘T'here were no aceudents,

B Allan, of Glasgow. The lecturer appears 1o be mtimately ac.|and searcely any punishment. Durmg the tuue he ramained at
| qinted with the subject, and handlod the Gacotiua in all its! sea he followed the same coarse with equally the same advantage;
j moral and physies! 2apects in a very able, interesting, and satis-! and from what he had scen m Ins cxpenience, he was convinced
1 iactory manner.  We understand that a goodly number of new | that the use of ardent spiritg was the cause of at least three-fourths
 wonverts have signed the total abstinence pledge.  Mr. Allan, | of the accidents which occur at sea. It had been ascertained
 we learn, purposes giving a serics of highly interesting recitations  from Lloyds’ list, that about £3,00),000 worth of property and
snext weck.  “I'hese medtings have been presided over by the ar immence number of hves arc lost every year by shipwreck;
i Rev. Mr, Cnine, - Rev. Mr. Harrison, Independent minislcr,! snd is it not fearful to thimk that-fully three-fourths of that loss
Messre, Cannel, Lewthwaite, and Cannel, junior.  Mr. Allan: was occasioned by the use of strong drink 2 Mr. Buckingham
tontinues with us till the end of the month; and it ean justly be ' then compared the state of Bntam with that of o her nations, and
uid that his visit to the shores of Mona will be productive of declared that during nine years of almost conlinual travel in the
twod and important sesults.—Isle of Man Times. | East, during which ho had held converse with at lgast 3,000,000 1
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of human beings, he had not seen 8o many people in a state of
mioxication us he had seen when traveling from Stirling to Fal.
kirk on the first duy of tins year. It wus melancholy to think
that the Btitsh nation was the most drunken oun the face of the
earth, there being no fewer than 600,000 drunkards amongst us,
of whom 60,000 dic annualiy. Aud Scotland—cdueated, mtelh-
‘grent, rehgions Scotlud—is the must drunken portion of the Bri.
tish population.  T'he quantity of ardent spirits consumed 1 Eng.
land is at the rate of three fourths of a gallon, annually, for .very
man, woman, and chid ; w Ircland, at the rate of a gallon and a
half; and in Scotland two gallons!  [s 1t not deplorable to think
that £65,009,000 arc wasted on strong drink cvery year by the
peopleof these lands 2 The speaker then, at great length, showed
the evils of the dnnking system, and concluded by an carnest ap.
peal to all who had the love of their country within their breasts
to come forward and md in this movement.—The Rev. Mr. Steed-
man propuscd & vote of thanks to Mr. Buckingham for his cxer-
tions 1 this ceuse, which was warmly 1esponded to by the audi.
ence.

——

T e —— T —

Siscellancons.

Teseerance 1N New Hampsmire.—A New Hampshire paper
says: * We rejoice to sce that therc is a good spint abrond in
this State as well as an evil—and that as they come in contact,
the victury scems to perch upon the flag staff of truth. Old
Nashua has done and 13 doing nobly in the good work; Keene
speedily followed in the work and compelled the discontinuance
of the accursed traflic; and other towns are fast doing the same.
The fricnds of the cause in Cheshire scem to possess the right
spirit, and are determined to kecp the flaga flymg.  ‘There siiould
be no flagging m this good cause. The evil 15 an cver active one
~—and if in any case it were ever true, that while men slept the
enemy canie and sowed tares, it was when the friends of tempe.
rance were taking their reposc.”

Dratas vroam InTEmrErance anp bBxeosurk.—J. Davis was
found dead in a pond in Seventh street, Philadelphia, where he
dicd the night before having fallen on Ins face when mtoxicated,
and while, as is supposed, he was proceeding to the house of a
friend in that city. e has left 2 wife and one child. A colored
man, named Henry Todd, was also found dead on the ground
floor of a cellar in Baker strect, Philadelphia, where it is supposcd
he dieC the night befure.  Ile was iatemperate, and had the
mnania a potu. R

Awrul Errects or Remo—"The Hunterdon (N. 1) Gazelte
gives an recount of the burning to death of wo childien in that
caunty, Bethichem towuship, last Friday. They were aged two
and four years, and named Hunmer.  “I'he parents were breakmg
flax in a barn or hovel, and were using the stove at the house, some
69 or 100 yards distant for the purpnsc of drying the flax, previous
to breaking it. ‘They had a jug of liquar where they were at
work, and while they were drinking, the flax on the stove took
fire, and rapidly communicating to the floor above, soon wrapped
the bullding iy flames—yet notwithstanding the parents were but
a few yards distant, they knew nothing of it, untl after some of the
neighbours had arrived.  "The children were tound burned to
death.

A Romser or IIivsers,—A few nightsago, a gentleman who
had got powerfully refreshed with a (riend, wended his way to.
wards his own housc in the west end of Shefficld.  He had
scarcely reached home, when he imagmed that three men stopped
him, and demanded his money, he banded them all he had, viz.
3+ Gd. Sull they scemed to obstruct his onward progress, and
he threw them lus watch.  There was no getting rid of them, and
he remembered a pocket pistol that his fricnd had given him.
Accordigly he handed it out of his pocket with the fnendly in.
vite, * Here, have a drop of brandy,” at the same time throwing
the bottle towards them.  [{e then sclected the likeliest, s he
thought, for a struggle,—a wood post—which he thrashied tll his
wife opened the door, and found her husband hitting nghtundleft;
his hands were bruised all over, and shoulders, with the excrcise,
necarly out of joint. Next mormng, the purse, watch, and broken
brandy boltle, were found in his own garden, where he had evi.
dently throw s them, under the delusion of being robbed by three
¢ navvies."—Shrfield Iris. .

another opportunity of expressing, at the ballot-box, their
opinions of rumsclling. On ‘T'uesday the Tih, the second elee-
tion on this question (which the law, unwisely, we think, requires
to be annual) was held. The rewurns we have seen are as yei
partial ; but the result shows that while 1emperance men have
been slecping, the enciny has been wide awake.  The No
License vote is sadly diminished, while that for licenses is in-
creased on the vote of last year. ‘The returna so far are these
In Windham Co , 21 towns gave 73 License majority, which lnst
year gave 1034 the other way. License gain 1107. The Bra-
tlehore’ Eagle tiinks the No License majority in the State, thie
year, will be reduced to from 1000 to 3000 votes  Last vear the
wmajorily was very large, and this year, with an increased vote,
the License party has greatly added to its strength  The vote in
Bratileboro® was, No License 250, License 217 last year 280 o
215. Bennington, Muddlebury, Vergennes, Rutland, Castleton,
Woodstock, Towushend, Westminster, Burlington, and St
Albans, have all given « No License® majorities.

CorLp WaTter Aruy.—On Satarday afternoon a very interest-
ing—and we trust profitable—meeting was held in Argyle Street
Wesleyan Chapel, for the parpose, as previously announced, of
forming a Cold Water Army. The pews on the lower floor
were well flled with children of both sexes, from about six '
yeats old and upwards ; the upper part of the chapel was ocen-
pied by adulis. Mr. Kellogg addressed the children on ihe
object of their meeting—explaining the principles they were
about pledging themselves to sustain. He was followed by the
Rev. Dr. Crawley. Rev. Mr. Smallwood, and Rev Mr. McGregor,
During the addresses the behaviour of the children was orderly
and decorous. ‘The performances were concluded by receiving
the names of the children to the following pledge, and 403 were
enrolled ; .

IALIFAX JUVENILE COLD WATER ARMY. )
Trusting in help from heaven above, |
We pledge ourselves to works of love :

With hearts and hands united, stand,

T'o spread a blessing o'er the land.

And now resolve we will not take,

Nor give, nor buy, nor sell, nor make,

‘Throagh all the years of mortal hie, \

Those drinks which cause pain, woe, and stnfe

Rum, Brandy, Whiskey, Cordials fine,

Gin, Cider, Porter, Ale and Wine. i
-~Ilalifax Morning Herald.

Ry Acary.—~Benjamin F. Gordon, driver of the Ripley stage, '}
and former contracior of the stage hme from Holly Springs to }
Bolwar, left Holley on the night of the 21st ult. so much intoxi-
cated as scarcely 1o be able 1o keep lus seat on the box.  The
neat morning he was found dead, about four miles from the
Holly Springs, lying under the wheels of the coach. Itisthought
that he had fallen asleep, and was jolted off the box under the |
wheels of the stage, and suflocated in the mud. '

Awrrn Tracepv.—In Oppenbeim, Herkimer co., N. Y., the !
dwelhng house of Samuel Allen was destroyed by fire ou the 4th
mstant, and two of his children burned to death. Ile wasab-
seut on a drunken frolic, and lns wife with onc or two of the ;
other children were badiy injured in making their escape.

Armed with moral means, and furnished w:th spiritual apph- }
auces, our Christian men and Christian sacicties seck to reach the
human soul, and make it caplivo to the obedicnce of Chnst,
forgetting that the gospel is ne mose intended o produce an;
impression upona man under the influence of intoxicating drinks, |
than upan an idiot or & madman. It is intended for men under
the influence of reason, and not for these under the sway of
temporary or hahitual madness,  We have seen men estimable in
alt the affairs of life, honest, truth.tclling, and very moral when
not under the influence of the macking-cup 5 but tnen thewr good
qualitics scemed to vanish away like the morning dew.  Wehave
spoken to such men, we have heard their ernfessions, and have
seen their tears; wo had strong teasons for belicving that they
really lamented their transgressions, bot alas! their repentance
lasted ne longer than the terms of teerr sbstineace.  Ther
agam trusted the destroyer, and azain they were dingraced.

Drinking usages prevail from the splendid residences of royally,
down to the abode of unmitigated risery : king and boggar, and
beggar and king, are alike wedded 10 their absurdaties,— National

Licinse 1v Vermoxt.—The people of Vermont have had

1 emperance Chronicle,
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Tanada Tempevaunce Advocate.

Poetrp.

BACCHANALIANS® PURSUITS.
(From the Temperance Telegraph.)

To mack the flight of time is their employ ;
‘T'o lull pale conscience with a poisonous joy ;
To still the sentinel within the breast,

Whose solemn watchword interrapts its rest,
To mar the noblest powers to inan assign’d,
To make a Bedlam of the human mind;

To banish reason from her temperate zone,
And bid reflection abdicate her throne ;

To fecd the fever of a frenzied brain,

And spurn: the remedy with proud disdain ;

‘To stem the current of domestic peace,

And slay thecomforts which they might increase ;
T'o change the peaceful home to that of stnfe,
And turn to gall the honeycomb of life;

To chnil each kindly fecling of the heart,

And shap the cords of symnpathy apart;

To stop the car to cach persuasive plea,

And close the eye to all the good they sec:
To bar the avenue to every juy,

And with their own consent, their souls destroy :
‘Thus loose themselves from cvery tender tie,
Unfit to live, as unprepared 1o dic.

These court discase with fond, enamour’d lips;
These drink forgetfulness with frequent sips;
These quaff oblivion with intense desire,

_and quench their spirits with cternal firc.
Thus down the tide of time they heedless roll,
And drown the immortal in a mortal bowl.

But Dives’ woke from his oblivious dream,
Surprise and horror all around him seem.

For lo! in Hell he lifted up his eyes,

And for the cooling draught in anguish crics.
No deleterious drink he now desiges,

For his parei’d tongue is scorch’d with endless fies.
Poor man! his cheer and banquetting iso'cr,
And he shall quaffthe deadly draught no more.
Water, one drop he asks, but asksin vain,

To ease his thirst, and to allay his pain.

No mercy here abus'd can hell procure ;

‘The portion chosen here is there secure.
Water, onc drop +f water, still he cried ;

But what he here despis'd, is there denied.
Alas! the change, the torment and despair—
No sleep, no *numbing cor-tial, has he there;
But dire remerse to shun, he vaiuly trics,

That gnawing worm, which never never dicr,
For s immortal mind to vigor grown,

10 full maturity resumes the throne.

And wakeful mem’ry brings the past to view,
While long forgotten actions live anew.

And conscience, with her catalogue of woe,
Whose voice he would not heed while here below,
Now dares to speak and witness to the trath,
For she has known him from his carhest youth,
Was his companion wheresoe’cr he went,

Saw all he did} and how his hfe was spent.
And what an awfal tale has she to tell;

But we recoij with pain on such to dwell.

His life was spent in drinking day by day,
Reckless he cast his precious soul away.
Beyond the reach of every mercy gone,
Without a single hope to rest upon.

No gospel now, no Saviour has he there ;

But dying groans, remorsc, and black despair.
His doom 18 fix’d; the fial now is pass’d,

For lo! he is to outer darkucss casl.

O drunkards, drunkards? can you read this faet
And not relinquish such a sinful act.

It is no fable we set forth to you,

For what shall be hereafter Jesus knew

And herclates what we in verse have penwd,
That you may shun the road to such an end.

“ 1t is good neither to eat fiesh,nor drink wine,nor doauy thing by which
thy brather is made to stumble, or to fall,or is weakened.*'-Rom. xiv. 31—
: Mucnight's Trandlation.

PLEDCE OF THE MONTREAL TEMPERANCE SOCIETY.
. WEg, TIHE UNDERSIGNED, DO AGREE, THAT WE WILL NOT USE
INToX1CATING LLIQUORS AS A BREVERAGE, NOR TRAFFIC IN THEM;
] THAT WE WILL NOT FROVIDE THEM AS AN ARTICLE OF ENTERTAIN.

!
!
i

!\'IEN'X‘, NOR FOR PERSONS IN OLR EMPLOYMENT; AND THAT IN ALL|

'SUITABLE WAYS WE WILL DISCOUNTENANCE THEIR USE THROUGHOUT
i CHE COMMUNITY.

MONTREAL, APRIL £5, 1848.

THE DISTILLER'S FOREMAN; OR, TIIE TRIPLE
DESTRUCTION.—No. III.

{ the impulse which sundry specimens of lus employer’s rativcination
| gave him, he had been trying to satisfy himself that his occupation
!was a good onc. When the farmer who lately visited him had
! departed, the principle of never giving in as long as there was any-
| thing to be said fell back, and the foreman did not find it nearly
50 ¢ 13y to justify to hisowr mind the destruction of fuod with which
the farmer had charged his business.  Conscience urged him to con-
sider the matter, and still he put it off. The question of destruc.
tion ol food might, he thought, be disposed of ; but to support it,
and increase its importance an hundred fold, cama the destruction
of life, of the body, and the luss of souls involved init. e could
not deny that, for the cases occurring around him were very
numerous. e sometimes thought that he rever tonk up a ncws.
3 paper without-finding that some poor wretch, under the influcnce
 of liquor, possibly of that very liquur which he manufactured, had
fallen on the street, or in a yard or out-house, and having been
exposed for some hours to severe cold, *¢ had slept the sleep whicly
knows no waking.”

He began to think both he and his master might be mistaken
in their upinion that the great thing was the circulation of money,
and that it ought to be kept up, no matter what were the means
used. The illustration brought forward, that of a man choosing
.to emplny a number of lahourers to dig holes, and fill them up
| aga‘n, would be much marc applizable to the distilling business
were the filling up left out ; for this is cxactly what the distiller
docs. He digs a pit and his ncighbour falls therem.  Our fore.
man had sense enough to see that no employment would be long
¢mtinucd unless it were profitable, and that unless capital and
labour are laid out in such a way as to yicld a return to the
capitalist and labourer, they must be considered as lost.  The
labourer, in the meantime, certainly gets a subsistence ; but wers
this hole digging capitalist his only hope, he would soon find 1t

:

the community. There has been here a wasting—a destruction
! of capital previously formed.

But to return to the destruction of food. ¢ Master said that all
food is destroyed, however uscd. Isthisthecase? Let metryto
 follow the matter from the beginning. The farmer takes a certain
quantity of wheat, which, having previously prepared the ground,
he sows, and in time veaps a crop.  Qut of this return he has to
pay interest of capital, rent it may be, and wages of labour, and
should have more than his capital repaid to him on the produce
being sold. Such cmployment is valuablc to himself. He increases
lis storc, and thus is 1 useful member of sociely a8 assisting to
!mect ils increasing wants. Lt me suppose, then, two farmers

A few days pass, and the foreman again cogitates aloud.  On .

gone. Atthe end of this process there is no increase of value to ;

1
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who have gone through the same process of farming, and the
rosult is an cqual number of bushels of wheat which they have to
dispose of.  The ona takes his to the market and disposes of it to
a baler, and the other brings his here.  We turn our share into
whisky in double.quick time; for the quantity required is awful.
The baker, through the intervention of the miller, produces bright
ehining loaves which his carter distributes over the eity, and the
receivers acknowledging him who “gives them day by day their
daily bread” thaukfully proceed to destroy the food in the shape
of rolls, cakes, toast, plain, buttered, &c., as taste may be. The
result 1s, to the users, renewed strength, the body is supplied with
the proper nourishment. Tt and itstenant, the mind, thusstrength.
encd, the man gocs forth to his duties. T'he food has disappeared,
and what remains ?  There remains a mind fit to plan, and a body
fit to execute plans. This has been 2 profitable investment—there
is a large return, and being profitable the process may continually
go on while the man is continued in life.  To such a one his bread
is given, his waterissure. It might be said at the commencement
of the process thus shetched, that the grain was destroyed by
being buried in the ground ; but was this not a profitable destrue-
tion? The result is twenty, thirty, or 2 hundred fold. So in the
destruction of foud as eaten. When a sgeries of good wholesome
slices of bread arc buried in 2 man, the result is the production of
the corpus sanum—meet munsion for the mens sana.

Thus far had our friend’s cogitatious proceeded, when he was
called to hia business by a slip of paper being put into his hands
by one of the myrmidons of the establishment, to the following
purport:

Montreal,

Messrs.

Receive from Messrs.
20 hhds. Sugar.

& Co.

“ Sugar, sugar!” he said. ¢ I, too, te be turned into whisky.
Well, L remember master’s little boy say that he had been yead-
ing a story at schaol, of @ man at whosc touch every thing turned
into gold, and he starved, beeause even his foud underwent the
same chiange when he attempted to take it. Our touch scems to
do something worse, for cverything we lay our fingers on is
straightway transmuted into something which tcetotalers call
poison. It may or may not be so; 1 am verysure that no onc
cvery made his breakfast of it. 1 must confess, however, that
master knows how to turn it into gold.”

SALE OF SPIRITUOUS LIQUORS IN CANTEENS.

Colonel Lindsay asked the Sccretary at War if it was in ern.
templation to restrict the sale of spirits in barrack canterns, and
to propose any alteration in the exwsting system of letting themn ;
or any plan which may be calcalated to place thesc establishments
on a fouting more beneficial to the service ?

Mr. F. Maule said, in reply to the queston of the hon. and
gallant member, he might state to the house that the hon. and
gallant member brought this matier under the consideration of
the house last year, and since that timeit had been carcfully con-
sidered by himsclf, and althongh he conld not adopt the hon. and
gallant member's plan of dong away with canteens in barracks
10 the full extent, they had thought it right to intimate to the
parlics concerned that when the cxisting licenses expired, from
that period spirituous liquors - “~uld no longer be sold in canteens.
~—House of Comnons, Febiu .y 8, 1848.

The absve, copied from an English paper, will gladden the
hearts of many, and particularly our friends in the army. We
know that they earncstly desire the good of their comrades and
the consequent greater efficiency of the serviee, by lessening the
temnptation to drinking. It is very true that the soldier can stiil
find the means of intoxication within too short a distence of the

barracks, but there was certainly any thing but kindness to the
soldicr, to subject him to the sight or smell uf aleohol whenever he !
had occasion to visit the cantecen. The Duke of Wellingtnni
declared that nineteen twenticths of the cases of punishment iy !
the army had their cause in drinking, and there is much reason to !
believe that were it possible to make the inquiry it would be found
that wherever the British soldicrs have been unable to procure
spirits, theirhealth and efficiency increased at once. It issaid that «
the retreat at Corunna, under Sir John JMoore, could never have !
been conducted as it was, but with the dificulty of procuring '}
food and rest came the advantage of the want o/ intoxicating
drink.

THE SOCIAL INFLUENCE OF TFA. R

In a late number of Chambers’ Edinburgh Journal, appeared a : §
lengthy article with the above heading. Same remarks having | §
been made a few evenings ago at the usual monthly meeting of . §
the Montreal Committee, of the difficulty of finding an haur to :
suit every onc o as to obtain full meetings, it was suggested by a X -
member that possibly the difficulty might be solved by the hour of i}
assembly being 7 p.m, at the residences of the members of Com. |3
mittce in rotation, and the reading of the minutes to he preceded
by trying, practically, Chambers' theory of the social influence
of a cup of tea. The suggestion was at ance entertained without ||
a division, and we shall be very glad indeed to learn that the three |
ways of advancing the cause which the commiltee have in hand, ;.
namely—the Temperance {Iall and discussion, the Tract cffurt [
and the Temperance Advocate, are made more cfficicnt, and placed |
in an increasingly advantageous position for action. There can, i
nnt he a doubt that there is some peenliar charm, some good in.
fluence, in < the cup which cheers but not inebriates.”

When the dispiriting and almost paralysing tendency of Com. §
mitice meetings on any question, unpunctually and  sparingly at. Ji§
tended, 1s considered, this may be of more conscquence than at
first sight appears 3 and we shall be very happy to learn, that not
merely a quorum is got, but that the meetings arc always full, J8
The result of this would likely be plans of action well digested,
and thoronahly executed.  We commend the idea to any of our 38
fricnds in the country who have had to complan of bad attcud-
ance of Committce men,

—

DISCUSSION IN THE TEMPERANCE HALL.
The subject under discnssion for the last two evenings at the S
Tmperance Hall in St. Maurice Street, has been, whether Legis. |
lation should be brought to bear on the temperance question, in 3
other words, license ar no license.  The general fecling cvidently S8
was, that if on the whole it were beneficial to the cause, an al.§
terrpt should be made to put down the traffic by law, but on the i
other hand it was argued, that smuaghng and illicit distillation
would be the conscquence, and were a law made, it could not atjg
present, at least, be carried into effret. The question is beset wih S
many difficultics, more especially in a community like ours ; bul i
we rejoice to find that it has been taken up, and cven if the timel
for non.license is not yet, it will, no doubt, be found that the dis-
cussion of the pointin the Houscs of Legislature is one way of ad-#i
vaucing the cause, although no law should at present be passed
cither dircetly to restrum, or to throw the power of granting or r ]
fusing licenscs into the hands of the people.  The discussion wa
to be continued en Thursday of this weck also, and it was intend 8
cd to ask an expression of opinion from the audicnce as to whethc
it was advisable to go to law on the maiter,

—
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INTEMPERANCE AND 1DIOCY.

The follow ing is a dreudful tesult of intcmperance.  We stated
8 in last nunber our impression that on the fact of the power of
B, alcoholic drinks to destroy the reason of man, nught be rested the
nght of Governments to interfere and prevent the manufacture
& and sale of such drinks ; but wlen it is considered further thatin
? the consequences of themcrime of drunkenness our children are
. involved—surely this must be & etrong argumer.t to use with pa-
rente.  Many a drunken father and mother if appealed to withn
§ sober intervals, would feel it to be a terrible thought, that m the
B wisdom and justice of God—the iniquity of the parents was thus
3 visited upon the children. It is a melancholy contemplation, that
B there are in the United States 1200 individuals, in whom, their
¥ parents in vain looked for that which distingmishes man from the
& lower creation. In them, there was no dawn of inteliigence, and
& consequently, there could be no shiming light, shining more and
more into the perfeet day.

* Gov. Briggs, at thc Temperance meeting in Faneuil all,
 Boston, on Tuesday lust, stated that the report of the Committee

sppointed to inquire in regard fo the idints in the Commonweaith
 showed thut there were from 1,200 to 1,300 of that unfortunate
" cl:ss, and also the astonishing fact, tha 11 to 1200 of them wure
born of drunken parents.”

It will be seen from the following that the question of License
or No License is begun to excite atlention in the sister Province
of New Brunswick :—

CIRCULAR.
St. John, N. B., 14th March, 1848.

Sir,— .t the Convention of the Provincial Temperance Unicn,
- recently held in Fredericton, the following resolution was, after
mature and anxious deliberation, carried by a large majority :—

«Resolved, that whercas in the opinivn of the Convention, the
“taffic in ardent spirits and other intoXicating Lquors, 1s morally
wrong, therefore any law which provides for heensing that trafiic
must also be morally wrong.”

It has been the growing conviction of a lurge portion of the
Temperance cummumty in this Provinee, and especially m the
w1 cities, that the time for Legislative action in this matter is at
hand. The precise mode, however, for dealing with the cvil is
not the subject of equal agreement. That the trade itself is
wrong ; that it is pruductive of incalculable evil, morally, socially,
and politically ; that 1t undermunes and ncutralizes all religivus
and moral influences; carries a withering curse into all sicial
drcles; impoverishes, sensualizes, and degrades all corununities
and countrics, in exact ratio to its activity and extensiveness, ure
 propositions so incontrovertibly true, as to call “ir the serous con-
uderation of all religious and wral men, of all lovers of peace
and social order, and of all patrivts of wlhat political crecd suever.

From the diversificd opinions as to the course of activn neces-
. ary, we enumerate three :—

1. That the trade should be positively prohibited, and adequate
means adopted for 1ts total suppression.

2. That the vnlicensed trade should be visited with severe pen-
sliics, ngidly enforced, and the laws regulating the heeascd trader
faithfully exccuted.

3. That all Legislative sanction and countenance should be

withdrawn from the traffic, and the busmess allowed to take its
. own course without license or prohubition.
' Against the first opinion 1t is affirmed, that the history of the
trnde satisfactorily demunstrates the imposs.bility of its legal abo-
 liion, the scverest penaltics, death itself, having been found in-
 mfficient to check a trade, which, when prohivited, ofiers the
 bope of great lucrative remuncration. ) o

Against the sccond wncthod it is argued, that while Legislative
‘ anction i given to the trade, it is constituted harest and respect-
(cble ; and that with this lawful argument, respectable and hon-
aurable men, (so celled) will always be found to carry iton. It
u further added, that no system can be devised, and no penaltics
amposed which will cffcctually root up the unhcensed trade.

To the third means it is objected, that withdrawiug prohibitions,

penalties, licenses, and countenance from the trade, will cause
mercased consumption, and consequently jncreased wisery and
crime.

You will at once pereeive that the subject is of a perplexing
character; it s hoped however, that the difficulties are not -
surmountable.  \With a view to create un ugitation, co-extensive
with the limits of the provinee, and thereby to cheit at the Mecting
of the Convention, m September next, the colleeted opiniuns of
all the friends of wur noble temperance reformation ; we have,
in obedience to the duty nuposed upon us by the last Convention,
prepured this Circular, and we now respéctfully sohed vou will
be pleased to give the matter your own careful attention, and
then n<e your influcnee in ts agitation and discussion, at all pro-
per timeg, und on all suitable vecasions,

We ate, Sir,
Very respectfully yours, &e.
P. Lgsurur,
S. L. Ty,
W. 1. A. Keass.

To the Editor of the Temperance Advacate.

Sir,—Auv article in thz Temperuace Advocate, No. 5, vol. xiv.,
from Percy, requires un answer from some one on behalf of the
Newcastle Dustrict Tomperance Union. My object shall not be
highly to cersure for ingratitude, but to give a brief statement of
fucts which mey enable you and your readers—audire ulterum
Drostem—to hiear the other side.

Mr. Roblin, when he closed his lubours as agent to this Union,
left four townships m this district which he did not visit; nor had
these towrships ever been visited by any one in that capacity.
The committee therclore thought that the agent who was ap-
potnted to succeed Mr. R. should direct hus fust attention to
those parts of the district.  IIe did so during the months of May
and June. The agent was not employed again as lecturer until
early in Junuary 1818. Before the agent started on his journey,
the comauittee sent a rejucst to thuse townships that had not been
visited by tle agent during the present year, desirmg hists of ap-
pointments to be made out and forwarded to the Scerctary.
Some of the townships replied to this request, othiers did not.
Perey was among these. It was thercfure determined that the
agent should visit thuse townships fust from which replhies had
been received.  ffe did so ; but it was intended, however, that
arrangements shouid be made 1o visit the others as svon as his
labours in the furmes should have been completed.

Should it now be inquired—Why did not the committce employ
an agent for a longer period ?  The answer 1s, for want of funds.
The expenses of the Union for the vear 1847-8 did not exceed
£20 for the whole year, and yct not half of tlus small sum has
been raised, and nearly vne half of what has been rmsed has been
contnibuted by two of the exccutive commitice. Circulars were
sent to all the townships in the Union, urging on thein the neees-
sity of forwarding their guota of means to enabie the commuttee
to discharge the debts which they had incurred.  Very few, -
dced, responded tothose circulazs,  Percy did not, for one.  The
half yearly meeting was held, but no money, and few delegates,
appcared—nonc from Percy.  The committee spent many days
through the year, and would have done it cheerfully, if the
suciety who put them into office had sustained them ; but it scems
rather too much to cxpect of them to give their time and labour,
and to bear the expenses of agency, printing, correspondence, &c.,
besides.  Perhaps you will consider the case of thuse who have
an agent, but no means of paying lum, nearly as bad as the cass
of those who have funds but no agent to employ.

Kow, the prospects of good to Perey, and to the district at large,
from the organization of the Unicn, werc cither real or imagmary.
I( real, how deeply to be deplored thal Percy fuends should so
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soon have deprived themselves of that good ; if imaginary, what
a pity that they should have been deceived.  Percy did right, no
duult, in using means tv promote the cause of temperanee within
her own hmuts; but may she not have done this without carrying
the resclution that the * Percy ‘Tutal Abstinence Scciety should
immediately withdraw from the Union ?”

Why did not Percy exercise a hittle more patience ! She knew
the district could not be gone overin a weck or a month. Mr.
R., who laboured hard in this district, was in it four months, and
yet left four townships untouched. What reason had Percy to
conclude that she would not come in for a full share of whatever
advantages might arise from a connectivn with the union ? Did
they not know that there was an agent in the field at the time
they passed that resolution ?

Why should Percy withdraw from the Univn any mure than
other townships? At the time that resolution was passed, there
{ were six townships in the distniet that had not been visited by the
agent during the year.

Why did not Percy send her delegates to the semi.annual
weeting ?  She had funds, why not forward them to the treasurer
of the Union? Why wercnot the committee worthy to be trusted
with those funds ?  Why, then, were they appointed to office ?

The committee would feel deep and sincere regret if they were
congcious of having donc anything which might give just occa.
sion for dissatisfaction; but, wherever the fault exists, they cannot
but deprecate the adoption of a precedent which, if carried out to
its legitmate extent, would inevitably break up the Union.

Praying fervently that all the friends of total abstinence and
religion may be blessed with a large share of that wisdom which
i8 from above, which is first pure, then peuceable, gentle, easy to
be entreated, full of mercy and guod fruits, withoeut partiality, and
without hypocrisy, I am, &ec.,

S. Tarscort.
Cubourg, March 20, 1818.

By the Rev. Father C. Cimixiquy.

We have to acknowledge, with thanks, having received from
the Rev. Father C, Chmiquy, » copy of the first English cdition
of the * Manual of the Temperance Saciety,” from which we
shall take an carly opportunity of making extracts. It is divided
into six chapters under appropria‘*c headmgs. Its circulation in
the French language has been, v  understand, very extensive, and
we rejuice to learn by thre following letter from the Melanges
Religieuz, that the good father is secing something of the fruit of
tus fabours. We trust he will persevere till the $25,000 at present
worsc than wasted in his own parish, and those adjoining, will be
made use of for a legitimate purpose :—

Targ Manvar oF TeaPERANCE.

Mgr. EpiTor.—Pernut me to cull your attention fur an instant
from the scrivus events now overshadowing the pulitical horizon,
to fix it on a subject of as much importance, affecting the sucial
interests of ovur beautiful country.  For some years a pitehed
battle, to the death, has been declared in the midst of our
population.  Now tlus war without eflusion of blood, by moral
{orce alune, hus akeady achieved a revolution, furerunner of a
long course of happiness to Canada.  You understand e, this
war to the knife, (combat & outrance) is what the apostles of
temperance now wage with so much success against fermented
and distilled liquors, which for svo long a tine have caused in
our midst more evil than pestilence or war.  Yes, drunkenness is
a canker which eats out the prosperity of the Canadian; one word
will show this. A staustical account of the expenses of strong
drinks m the parishes of Longucuil, Boucherville, and Varennes
alone, shows the enormous tax of $25,000 for 1847. A tax wlich
might well be doubted, were not the statement vouched for by
merchauts worthy of trustin the respective parishes.  $25,000

rubbed from the sweat of the poor people, rather than from the
rich ! $25,000 extracted from the sustenance of so many fainihes

who sec sinking in the brewers' and distillers® droins, therr
hopes for the future !-—825,000 taken from the dumestc edyca.
tion of so many children, who learn in a drunken father's exam.
ple, the horrors of a shamclu} Iifc!~$25.090 torn from a naton's
clementary instruction, and which, if deprived thercof, will leave
the nation, ere a quarter of a century expires, but an empty name,
Worse yet, the people, thusrubbed of their own resouices, will sink
into the ubyss of insignificance. But I must dismussthose dark re.
flections. An extraordinary reaction is taking place, by the agene

of the temperance apostles, and drunkards' altars are d(-suo)-c ,
A great and beautiful idea arises amoug the people, and that idea,
so happily turned iato a fact, is nothing else than a solewn and
decisive pledge, on the part of 4,500 persons, to abstain from all
fermented or distilled liquors, in the united parishes of Longuew,
Boucherville, and Varenues! 1 do not speak here about Terre.
bonne, or of three other parishes, whose tove for temperance hag
been as noble as it will prove cxemplary and lasting ; I relate
only what I saw; “%xaz a beautiful sight thosc three large parishes
have presented during the last fortnight. I was seized w.th very
gratifying emotions when comparing the spiritual cnthusiasm of
the inhabitants of Lungucuil in the forty hours of the cainival,
and 1 said to myself, ** ‘Temperance is then the dawn of a beay.
tiful future for my country ™  So all have understood the great
advantages of that reaction towards the people’s material good.
A worthy citizen of Varennes said, in his noble cnthusiasm, « |
would gladly give filty pounds, toscc at my side, this day, under
the temperance bapner, all my co.parishioners.”  That worlhy
citizen’s desires will surcly be realized, I have no doubt, without
any other trouble than his influence and his invitations to join the
good causc! Glory be then to all those gencrous people, ict ther
works be cverywhere known and imitated ; till their names pass|
down to posterity, to which they will have bequeathed the exam.
ple of an upright and blameless life.

Longueii, 25th dlarch, 1843.

E———

Educaiion,

DISCUSSION CLASSES,
(From Chambers’ Journal.)

There is scarcely a Mechanics’ Institution, Athenzum, or otherf
literary society, throughout the conntry, that has not a discussion
class or debating club connected with it; and as large numbers
of young men, at the per.od of life most open to impressions from@
without, mingle in these discussions, their influence must be
considerable, whether for good or evil. Like everything ese,
perhaps, tirey have a share of both ingredients; but we inelinefl
to think that the good predominates. 1n examining lists of sub-
jects that have been discussed in some of the largest of these
societies in London, Manchéster, Liverpool, and Edinburgh,
during the last six years, we are pleased to find that it is mostlyll
questions of present praclical importance that occupy attention ;g
and that the young men hav e to6 much sense to aim exclusively, 3
or even chiefly, at florid declamation.  The practice of speaking ]
which, twenty or thirty years ago, was so assiduously cultivated 38
is now happily defunct, having dicd of its own mortal absurdity 3
The power of “speaking a speech ” is, very properly with thegl
present generation, less ar object of ambition than the practical
habit of discussing mor.l and ecostomical questions that pre
for immediate setiicment.

Most certainly, it is not the mere power of ingenious dispu g
tation, or ¢ much speaking,” that is valuable. The specch may;
be Joud and long ; but if there is no useful thought in it, silencé
would be far better. It was excellent advice given 1o a yonng
man by a crabbed senior in the matter of speaking—¢ Neverfill
speak till you have something to say, and stop when yon haveg
said it.” Debating socicties are now frequented chiefly by youncl
men who wish to exercise themselves in the art of pu{)lic speak
ing, and the management of business in public assemblies. 1
speaking, as in every other thing else, practice alone * can breedii
perfection;” and the needful practice can be best gained bygs
young men in such associations. It is too late to attempt (G
acquire it when the ser.ous business of life is commenced. MR
will not be practised on, though boys may.

Fiom the very nature of these societies, they are for the mo!

g
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81 part unkuown, except to the members and those in the immediate
: ir:calnty of their operation; and whatever good they do, passes
R| silently into the general streawn of soc al improvement. A few
| of them, however, have attracted notice, in connection with the
N\ lives of celebrated members.  Who needs to be informed that it
R was in one of these that Robert Burns trained himself 10 that
Bl vigour of expression tor which he afterwards acquired so much
B| distinction ! In the Taibolton Club the young poet found sent
B for his overflowing thonghts, and acyuized a readiness ol speech
N that aston'shed not merely country lads of his ““own degree,”
Bl but the learned professors and tashionzb'e ladies of the capital
If, according to the classical aawr, Burns * was horn a poet,” we
have no resson to suppose that he was born with the gitt of con
versation and ready effective utterance. It is surely muie reason-
@| ablc to conc'ude that he owed it, partly to Lis excellent instiue-
B tor, who seems to have followed the intellectual system of educa-
1 tion, as it is now called, and partly to the practice in debate, that
#i he had tor several years in the club that ke himselt establi-hed,
j| and of which he was the leading star 7 Nor must it be infeiied,
Ml that because only one of the young farmer lads acquired dis
H| tinction, this wus all the good the club did. Every meniber.
| doubtless, profited by the discussions there canied on; snd, uot
B to speak of the p'easant hours spent in agreeable companiouship,
| became a more intelligent man.  They might not, by discussien,
| become more skilful agriculturists, though this adunts of di-pute,
@i but they would certainly increase their general power of iud;
8 and if in this way a supcrior grace were cast over private life,
B the club cannot be said to have existed in va.n.
i But it has not merely been among the class to which Ruins
Bl belonged that practice in debate has been had recousse to.  From
B various recent publications, we find that at aimest all our colleges
B such societies have long existed ; and there is 1o reason to doubt
8! that they have, on the whole, been beneticial. ‘I'hey haveser ed
B in some measure {0 ccunteract the monkish tendencies ot such
institutions, by directing the attentior. of the “ingenious youth
to questions of present importance, instead of keepmng them for
' ever gnawing at the dry bones of antiquity. Moreover, by de-
' veloping the power of speech, and accustoming the youth to the
8| ready use of their mother tongue, they have gone as far to cul-
1" tivate the practical reason as any course of logic or mathematics
| 1o which they could be subjected. It was in one of these societies
that the Rev. Robert Hall and Sir Jaumes Mackintosh trained
themselves to that faculty of speech for which both were subse-
 quently so much distinguished. We are far from thinking that
i axe careful study ot the great writers of antignity went for no-
b thing ; still less are we disposed to value lightly the reading of
B! our own native writers; but we consider it not unfair to assume
B that the habit of conversing on the common subjects of their
i’ study, and the practice in debating before their fellow-students,
had some influence in training them for their future career.  Had
B8 they done nothing but debate, we should in all probabi'ity have
Rll never hcard of them; but both were great readers, and both
M| assiduously practised the ait of English composition. ‘This
Bl threetold exercise has been commended by tuie illustrious Bacon,
' and, in connection with debating societies, his woids ought not
to be lost sight of—¢ Reading maketh a {ull man, conference a
' ready man, and writing an exact man.’’ Readiness is a most
d|' valuable quality, but if it Las not a solid foundation to rest on, it
B becomes a sorry affair.
B But the general incvease of intelligence and promptness in
reply, are not the only advantages gained by tahing a pait in
B! such debates as are carricd on in these socielies. Au important,
Bl though incidentul advantage, which they are fitted to confer, and
Bl which, in point of fact, they have often conlerred, deserves to be
taken notice of. We allude to the opportunity which they afford
@ of getting an insight into human nature—a kuowledge of which
B! is more necessary in the conduct of life than Greek o1 Latin lore,
it is said that Dr. Robertson made a better historian from his
' being a leader in the church courts—his own experience in paity
NI tactics enabling him to interpret many of the acts of party men,
' which he otherwise could neither have understood humself, nor
haverendered intelligible toothers.  Asthe church courts proved,
in Dr. Robertson’s case, a good preparatory school to ihe under-
B! standing < of the plots and marshaliing of affairs,” so, genemally,
)i do debating societies. WNor is it difficult to discern the reason.
B The boy is «¢ father to the man;” itis the same human nalure
R that beats in all bosorns ; and he who las watched attentively
: l the tricks and artifices had recourse to in the debating club, wiil
' 1ot have much to learn should he be advanced to the imperal
\ .

patliament, or gain a seat in the privy council. The tuct and
presence of mind acquited in the one field, will stand him good
in the other.

Not the least important result of debatng societies is the
emu'ation and ardour they produce in the acquisition of know-
ledge.  The ysuth who has espoused the cause of Queen Mary,
for iustance, against Klizabeth, or that ol Chales I. against
Oliver Cromweil, aud is bound by a certain day to speak in
presence of his companions, whose good opinion is to hiima high
object of ambition, 1o the metits of the case, is far more likely
to ransack history, aud seek out for authortivs, than he would
be i wmerely prompied in his search by cwiosity, or the love of
abrtruct iuth. ‘The desite of knowiedge is apt to become weak,
unless we have it in our power to impait cur infonmation to
o'hers; insomuch, that learned philosophers have been led to
donbt whether any man’s cutiosity would be suflicient to engage
him in a course of petsevering study, i’ he were entirely cut oft
fion the prospect of social iuteicourse.  “The sinceve love of truth
is, no doubt, a higher motive than ghe love of approbation; but
so long us the latter woirks in sulbrdination to the former, no
injury canarise. At auy rate, wi bout sympathy and companion-
~hip, 1t would appear ali Lut impossible to keep alive the desiie
«1 knowledze.  We have a famous instance of the truth of this
opinion L the ¢ise ef Pascal. who tells us of himself, that he was
oliliged to abaudon maihematics, alter having carned the study
taitiser than any ol his contemporar.es, because he found there
were s few with whon he cou d converse on such a subject,
and that, theretore, ail satisfaction i the study was lost in its
i:olation. 1t the sage depends so much on sympathy, how much
more the young inquirer !

We have already spoken ot the adyvantage that debating socie-
ues afford, in being a kind of preparatory school for the practice
of public speaking. But it 1s not solely with a view to public
good that the power of effectnn e utterance should be assiduously
cultnated. Yo the solitary student this same power is highly
valuable.  Guoethe never spihe a truer word than when he said,
that ¢ What we do not speak of, we seldom accwately think
ot ?  Whetler it is, that the active effort of speaking excitesthe
dormant taculties of the mind, or that new thoughis are reflected
1o us fiom the countenances ot those we address, certain itis
that the very act of speaking both ser es to clear our own thoughts,
and helps to enlighten the minds of others. v, Channing, in
his well known tract on ¢ Self-Culture,” takes notice of both
facts. < ‘There is a power,” says he, « which each man should
cultivate according to his ability, but which is very much neg-
lected in the mass of the people—and that is, the power of ntter-
ance. A man was not made to shut up his mind in itself, but
to give it voice, and to exchange it for other minds. Speech is
oune of our grand distinctions fiom the brute. Qur power over
others lies not so much 1 the amount of thought within us, as
in the power of bringing it out. A man of more thai ordinary
intellectual vigour may, for want of expression, be a cipher, with.
out significance in soctety. Aund not only does a man influence
others, but he greatly aids his own intel.ect, by giving diwstinct
and forcible utterance to his thoughts.  We undesstand ourselves
better, our conceptions grow clearer, by the very cffort to make
them clear to another. . . . The power of utterance should be
tucluded by all in their plans ol self~culture.”

‘To secure the full benefit derivable from attendance on, and
an active interest in, discussion classcs, it 1s necessary that the
members, while they are, as neariy as may be, at the same stage
oi mental deivelopment, be yet of different ways of thinking ; for
it they ave all ot one sect or party, be it what it may, they are
sure to become self-conceited scholiasts. Being agreed on im-
portaut po.nts, 10 make a debate at all, they are obliged to dispute
about tufles, and so acquire the habit ot tnthng, and in the end
can scarcely fail to make themselves, not good practical reasonerss,
but whit Locke pronounces to be the direct opposite—** logical
chicaners.” As they will generaliy consult the same authors,
they can bring no new information to ecach oiher ; and mmstead of
leading each other to the knowledge of new truths, they will
on'y coufirm one another in old prejudices. Their veading s
sure to become one-sided ; they will sall into the grievous error
< of conversing with one soit of men, reading but one sort of
books, and not coming in the hearing of but one sort of notions;”
and in this way they will get @nd gne views not only narrow
and perverted, but abs lutely false.

The menibers, too, of these societies should be sufficiently
numerous o excite interest without causing excitement; the
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subjects to be discussed should be chosen with care; and the
disputants should prepare themselves for the discussion. Wedo
not mean that they shou'd prepare their speeches. This is a
practice that we would not recommend, for then, instead of a
debate, there would be #s many soliloquies as speeches—each
man speaking az the other, and not to him. Such a debate
resembles a Dutch concert; every one plays his own tune,
regardlees of the tune that his neighbour is playing, and there is
neither mutual sympathy nor mutual instruction. But without
making set speeches, the members may study the subject in dis-
pute beforehand, and arrange in their own minds the arguments,
objections, and answers likely to be made use of; and if any-
thing new occur in the course of the debate, the person who has
thoroughly studied the subject wiil readily dispose ot it, Nor
will the difference be perceptible between what is prepared and
what 1s spoken extempore. Indeed it will often happen that ideas
throwan off in the heat of the debate, will be the most brilliant
and effective. The miud that has completely mastered the sub-
ject, will readily assimilate any new idea that may be presented
to it, and in a moment see what modification, if any, it renders
necessary in the opinions formerly maintained.

News.

CANADA.

Mr, Lafontaine has been re-clected for Montreal without oppo-
sition. .

The House of Assembly voted the sum of £263,000 for the
purposes of Government before adjourning,and £30 to each
member for personal expenses during a session of 26 days.

On the 30th March, the Primcess Royal reached Kingston from
Toronto. -

A model Normal School was opened on 21st February in To-
ronto. More than 50 students now attend it.

C. Ellet, the contractor for the Nwgara Suspension Bridge,
crossed from the Canadian to the American shore m a busket ona
wire cable of 36 strands.

. A;j severe shock of an carthquake, was lately felt in Newfound.
and.

A very large meeting was lately held in the Bonsccour Market,
Montreal, 20 prumote Colonization of the Eastern Townships by
French Canadians. It is said more than 7000 were present.

Mr. Buldwin hus been clected unanimously for the Fourth
Riding of York.

‘The Welland Canal was to have
tire 10th inst.

The Canadian Miuing Companies generally, promisc well.
Some silver mines have been discovered.

It is said that Government contemplate the formation of a
Bunk of issue.

The Welland Canal is hereafter to be closed on Szbbath,

GREAT BRITAIN AND TIIE CONTINENT.

The papers arc full of the matters connected with, and arising
out of the late Revolution in France.

The French Republic has been fully recognized by England.

Louis Philippe reached England on the 3rd March, with con.
eiderablo difficulty. 1Ic was obliged to use disguiser, and finaily
embarked ina fishing-boat, and was picked up by the stcamer Ex.
press and landed at New flaven, a port a few miles east of
Brighton,

Almost all the authoritics throughout France have given in their
written adhesion to the new order of things.

A Provisional Government, in the meantime, hss been formed,
chesen by the populace by acclamation. The choice is generally
considered very good. A general election of s Legislative As.
sembly, consisting of 900 mermbers, is to take place this month.
All males over the age of 21 are electars,

Paris already prescnts its ordinary and orderly appcarance.

On the 7th ‘inst., news from England to the 22nd March was
received by the U, S. stcamer Washington.

A run had been made on the Bank of France, and the Govern-
ment authorized it for a time to suspend gpecio payments.

About 500,000 men are out of cmployment n Paris and the
principzl citics. Government was endeavouring to employ them.

been opened to the trade on

Over the whole of Europe the French Revolution has cause
much excitement. ‘The German States have demanded Politica
Reform. The Emperor of Austrin has granted the liberty of th
Press, Representative Governmeat, and T'iial by Jury. Copen
hagen is said to be in opeu insurrection.  Itis suid that Hungar,
haxla) 'dcclured itself independent of Austria, und cstabliehed a Re;
public.

A suceessful revolution has taken place in Berlin, The Kin
granted all the concessions required.

The King of Saxony has been called on to make reforms.

The Pope has promised a new form of government to the p
ple, which shall be satisfactory.

Austria and Russia have adopted a non-interventivnal polic
towards France.

The King of Naples consents to the furmativn of Sicily as
separate state.

In Madrid there isa growing discontent against the Govern.
ment,

Lord John Russell resigned office, and Lord Clarendon is men
tioned as likely to be his successor. The proposed 5 per cen
income tax hus been abandoned.

There have been riots in different parts of England and Seof
land, but seemingly in no way connccted with political feeling,
Property to the amount of about £40,000 was destroyed by th
mob, and threc men were shot by the pensioners who were calle
out,

Cholera has disappcared in Russia.

Fever and dysentery still prevail in Ireland,
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Monies Received on Account of

Advocate—Inverness—W. Hargrave, 15s.  Whitby—L. C
Thomas, 2s 6d ; L.'A. Thirsten, 25 6d. Williamstown—J. Ferge
son, 2s 6d, Clarke—T. Mulligan, 25 6d. Cobourg—S. Tapscott
2s6d. Grafton—A Bradley, Mr. Don, 2s 64 each, Bytown—Corp.
G. Goudie, 10s.  Port Stanley—R. Smith, 2s 6d. :

Oshaws, per R. D. Wadsworth—W. Wrigg, J. Phelps, W.
eddie, A. Smith, H. Davis, John Scott, S. Parker, 2s 6d cach.
Columbus—R. Muir, 2s 6d ; M. Haystead, 2s 6d.  Brooklyn—NMr.
Heron, 10s ; M. Rabinson, 25 6d; O. Groat, 2s 6d. Pickering—~G.
Whte, 2s. 6d.  Whitby—D. Hall, P. Perry, J. Vaublock, H. Han-
nam, N. Blair, R. Gartshore,W. Curtis, 2. Burnham, Miss Curran,
J. H Perry, 25 6d each. DMarkhamn—L. Houck, D. L, Wismer,
P. Milne, 23 6d each. Acton—J. Walters, 23 6d, Oro—-N.
Parkin, 23 6d. Sharon—C. Haines, W. Kighley, R. Morris,
J. Percgrine, E. Banumer, 2s 6d each. Scarboro™—J. Lew, 2 6d.
Nottawasaga—P. Ferguson, 2s 6d. York Mills—R. Irwin, 286d.
Toronto—1J. Rednffe, 2s 6d; J. Boyd, 28 6d; J. Wightman, 10s;
Christie & Son, on accouut, 53; J. Nasmith, Rev. H. O. Croft,
J. M. Strange, G. Burrows, J. Creed, P. Laufesty, A. Lamb,
23 6d each ; J. Leslie, 1s 3d. Newmarket—C. Gorham, 2s 6d.
Fergus—G. Muir, 23 6d. Chinguacousy—J. Smith, 2s €d.
Cooksville—J. Ryder, H. Snaw, 2 &d cuach. Erin—A.
MrLaren, A. Campbell, D. 3‘Col}, A. Pattulo, E. Kilpatrick, L.
MtLoughlin, D. M‘Naughten, J. Brown, W. M‘Donald, D. Kirk.
wood, W, Foster, D. M‘Donald, 2s 6d cach. Raleigh—Mrs. P.
M*Kellar, 5s; A. M<Kellar, 23 6d. 'I'hamesville—J. Buimar,
2s 6d. Campbell’s Cress—D. Sinclair, 2s 6d ; J. Graham, 2s. 6d.
Churchville—D. Currie, N. Clarke, 2s 6d cach. Palermo—G.
Flynu, 2s 6d.  Oakville—DM. Bray, 2s 6d.

Montreal—Mr. Pollock, 2s 6d.

Williamstown—Collected by Miss Ferguson, 40s,
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MONTREAL PRICES CURRENT.—AprIL 15.

Asngs—Pots, 206s 6d a27s 0d
Pearls,31s 9d @ 32 0d

RN AR

Beer, per 200 lbs,
Prime Mess, 00s 0d a 40s 0d

FLOUR— Prime, . 00s0dg30s0d
Canada Fine, per brl. 196 Pork, per 200 lhs,
ths, . , . 24s0dd 25s 0d Mess, . . 00s0da85s0d

Wheat, U.C. best, per 60
lbs, . 58 6d a 0s 0Od
Do. middls. 53 0d @ 5s 6d

Priinc Mess, 00s 0d g 608 0d
Prime, . 00s0da 5004

J. C. BECKET, PRINTER.




