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"THE AGED BELIEVER AT THE GATE OF
HEAVEN.

I'm kneeling at the threshold, weary, faint and
sore ;

Waiting for the dawning, for the opening of the
door;

Waiting till the Master sball bid me rise and
come

To the glory of his presence, to the gladness of
bis bome.

A weary pathI've travelled,’mid darkness, storm,
and strife ;

Bearing maoy a burden, struggling for my life;

But now the morn is breaking, my toil will scon
be o'er,

I m kaeeling at the threshold, my band is on the
door.

Metbinks I hear the voices of the blessed as they
stand,

Singing in the sunshine of the sinless land ;

O! would that I were with them, amid their
shining throng,

Miagling in their worship, joining in their song.

The fricnds that started with me have entered
long ago;
Ocze by one they left me struggling with the foe;

Their pilgrimage was shorter, their triumph

sooner won ;
How lovingly they’ll hail me when my toil is
done!

With them the blessed angels that know nor
grief norsin, ~ a3
1 see se¢ them l\v the portals, -mmrcd to let mein.

" e—— -

N 'mc bcst - “es -
Batlam wmstcd worn, and weary—9; Fatherbid
me rest.

—S8un  Magazine.

THE EARL OF DALHOUSIE.

At the close of a sermon preached in
the East Free Church, Brechin, the Rev.
Mr. Rose referred to Lord Dalhousie’s last
illness as follows : —Kuowing him so well,
I comprehended at once the mexpresable
and hallowed tenderness of spirit which
breathed from him after bis last return
from Cannes. He had manifestly received
a gracious unction of the Holy Spirit, and
that was doubtless sent to prepare him for
his departure. This blessing Was not dis-
turbed, but deepened, during his last ill.
ness.  All around him saw and rejoiced in
his gentle patience and tender gratitude.
His calm peacefulness and trust brought
the atmosphere of Bethel into his sick-room
which was also illuminated by the bright
smile of welcome which always greeted me.
During ten dark days we prayed and
watehed for his recovery, for we were most
unwilling that he should depart. But he,
like one who had heard the clear call of the
Master, never faltered in the announce-
ment that he was dying. The first time
T saw him he told me he was going home ;
but, in the most firm and decided way, he
added, 1 knotw whom 1 have believed,
and He is with me now.”” I have seldom
scen any ome so well prepared as Lord
Dalhousic was to face the last enemy, or,
rather, so ready to answer the call of Him
who has conquored Death. Many touch-
ing incidents might be told of the daily
visits which I thep paid him. 1 took up
a Bible onc day, and, turning to &ppro-
-, priate promises, 1 found the verses I sought
all marked. < Ah,” I snid, some one has
been here before me.” lcs he replied,
“ these were marked by one very dear to
me, and now they arc doubly precious.”

Jr———
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He referred to his wife, Lady Panmure,
who died 21 years ago, soon after he came
to the title and estates. Going in one
day, I got his usual bright smile of recog-
nition, but the momentary agitation
brought on # slight attack of distressing

mptoms. When it paseed, he said,
“ This heart will soon cease to beat toany
one.” ¢ But,” I said, it beuts true to
Jesus P’ * Yes, I trust him ! He is my all.

Rock of ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee.”

Oue day, on my using the familiar desig-
nation, “ My Lord,” he said, *Qh, Mr.
Rose, loy aside that title, and call me your
dear Christian friend.” It was most
instractive and impressive to witness the
calm way in which, withrut a murmur or
a sigh, he at once laid down all his earthly
honours and possessions when the Master
came. For there was much to make his
life pleasant and desirable. Hehad wide
domains, many well-earned honours, the
special favour of his Sovereign, growing
popularity, and the power above most men
of enjoying life himself, and shedding sun-
shine on all around him. But he would
not be detained, having the desire to depart
and be with Christ, which is far better.

HOW GOD PREPARES HIS JEWELS.

One of the many lessons I get from
the life of Peter is the value of defeats,
humiliations and trials. None of the
disciples had so rough a time, or so
many hard knocks,as he had. He was
always in trouble. Ie was always be-
ing defeated. None of the disciples re-
ceived so mmmy stern, humiliating re-
bukes from the Master's lips as he.
Every little while we find him covered
withshame.  Then on the nightofthe
betrayal he was terribly sifted by Sa-
tan.

Thercis 8 mesning in all this. Dia-
monds are dugout of the earth in a
rough state, with no apparent beauty,
covered with a hard, ugly crust; and
they are cut, sawn, split, and put upon
the wheel, and ground, and ground.
and ground, until they have the right
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form,until all the blemishes are ground’
out and they shine in beauty fit fora
king’s, crown. Peter wasadiamond, a

reat Koh-i-noor ; but when the Lord
ound him he was a very rough dia-
mond, and had to be kept long upon the
wheel, till every speck was ground off.
1t was his trials, humiliations, and de-
feats that made such a izlorious man of
him. The only way to break down a
man’s pride is by defeats and mortifica-
tions. The only cure for self-confi-
dence is the cure Christ applied to him.
He let him fal into the mire, and sink
into the sea, and let Satan ¢ tumble him
up and down.”

There are some characters that are:
like summer fruits which ripen early in
the season, under the warmth of the
sun; but there are few such, except
those whom God plucks and gathers,
like early summer fruits, in the days
of infancy, childhood, and youth.

There are other fruits that ripen not
till thesharp autumn frosts come. All
through the summer they are sour,bit-
er, and unfit for food. Thekeen frosts
make them luscious and mellow. And
there ave many of Christ’s disciples
who bear just such fruits. They are
very unripe Christians. They are sharp
acrid men. They are severe, sclfish,
harsh, bitter, censorious. There isno
sweetness, gentleness, kindness in them
They may be good men or womenj; they
arc good at heart, but they arcnot
beautiful. People cannot love them.
And yet they are God’s dear children.

Then the frosts come—sharp, biting
frost. Afflictions enter their homes ;
sorrows break in upon them. Be-
reavements turn the green leaves to sere
and yellow. Humiliationscome. They
arc defeated and crushed. God allows
them tosuffer great temptations. And
outof these sad and painful experiences
these troubles and trials, these humilia-
tions and failures, they come, like the
autumn fruits after the frosts, mellow,
luscious, rich and ripe.

Without these painful processes many
= man would never reach glory. " It
was the rough knocks and sorry tum-
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blos of his early discipleship that made | They are ours, and hold in faithful keeping,
the Peter of the Gospels, the Peter of} ngielf;)é g;;‘;l‘i"' e‘r“;’f‘f tuok away,

! X s ir that sleeping,
the Actsand Epistles. It wasscourging, | Cruel time can never seize that prey. -
imprisonment and persecution that
mad e Paul tho brightest jewel in the!
world. David learned his psalmsin:
the wilderness,when hunted and chased
Bereavement, loss, and sore sickness fit- | THE TNION.
ted Job to write that wondrous poem: Since our last reference to this sub-
which bears his name. John Bunyan!ject, the Supreme Courts of the several
got the “ Pilgrim’s Progess ” out of pri- | negotiating Churches have met, and,
son walls, and from the clanking oft after due consideration, and with a full

chains. It was a good thing that Satan sense of the responsibilities resting
sifted Peter ; he blew out the chaff, and | upon them, they have, one and all,

Our Own Church.

only left the pure wheat.

Let God burn out your dross,blow out
your chaff, mellow your fruits by sharp
frosts and grind off the roughness of
your character on the wheel of afllict-
tion. Some day, when you get through
and shine in the glory of heaven, loud
est amid your praisings will be thanks-
givings for your trials.

A diamond lay sleeping quietly in
itsdark bed in theecarth. A pick piung-
ing into its pillow, disturbed its slum-

ber. «“What does this mean ? 7 cried.

the little stone in terror, as it was rude-
ly torn out. But the workman heeded
not its cry. It was carried away into
a strange room, and there it was cut
and sawn, and then put upon the wheel
and ground. « Why is all this? Why
are they destroying me ? Why arethey
cutting and grinding me all away ?”
Thus sroaned the stone, but the men
heeded not its complainings.

Itis a grand day in the palace. Itisa
coronation day. The King is to be
crowned. Amid the shouts and accla-
mations of the multitude, the new
crown is brought forth and put upon his
head. Itisallaglitter with diamonds.
But there is one stone that is brighter
than all the rest. Its beams flash
outlike aray of glory.

«Now I understand it,” says the little
stone “Now I know why I wasdug out.

NoTmNG is our own; we hold our pleasures
Just a little while, erc they are fled :

Qne by onc life robs us of our treasures;
Nothiag is 0 :r own except our dead.

solemnly recorded their purpose of
uniting together under the name of
“The Igresbyterian Church in Canada.”
So far then, as it is competent for the
Ecclesiastical Courts to give effect to
this Union, we may say that it is
already an accomplished fact. The
time for discussions and conferences
has passed, and it only remains to fix
the date and place of celebrating the
event which, for years past, has been
regarded by very many with expect-
ancy and hope. Before this can be done,
however, it is requisite and necessary
that such legislation shall have been
obtained in each of the Provinces as
will give the fullest assurances that all
the property and funds belonging to
any of the Churches or Congregations
and all th~ rights now enjoyed by any
of them, shall be as fully secured to
them in the future as they now are.
To this end, under competent logal ad-
vice, steps have been taken to have
such measurces passed in the Parlia-
ments of Ontario, Quebec, New Bruns-
wick, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward
Island, and Newfoundland, during the
present winter, as seem to be required.

If we have been somewhat reserved
in the expression of opinion on this
great question of union during the
progress of negotiations, there is no
longer need for reticence. We feel
that we may now juin heartily in the
sentiment of satisfaction which has
been expressed all over the land, and in
gratitude to God that these Churches,
having so much in common, after long
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ears of separation, have at length
{een brought to see eye to eye, and to
resolve that in His name, and for the

romotion of His glory, they shall
Eenceforth together consecrate them:
selves anew to His service. Would
that we could have said that the coun-
clusion to which those Churches had
come had been, not only almost, but
altogether unanimous. We do not
ignore the existence of a considerable
minority in both branches of cur own
Church, who have not, as yet, joined
with us in the movement, but, on the
contrary, who adhere to their dissent
against the proceedings that have been
taken. But we are not without hope
that, having discharged what they feit
to be their duty in the matter, and in
view of what plainly appears to be the
earnest desire of the very large ma-
jority of the people of Canada, they
too may, before long, be found joined
with us, heart and hand. Other diffi-
culties, that scemed quite as insur-
mountable, have been removed. To
every successive step by which we
have reached the position we now oc-
cupy we have been led by a way that
we knew not, and we will not doubt
that this also will be brought about—
that not one shall be left. behind. As
Canadians, we may together be justly
proud if, to any extent, we shall be
instrumental in laying the foundation
of a Church of the future, that shall
present an unbroken front to the ad-
versary, and whose resources and
equipment shall be equal to every
demand that a new country and a rapid
increase of population may make upon
it. Nor, as representatives of the
Church of Scotland, need we fear that
in what we are about to do we shall
in any wise compromise the love and
allegiance we owe to the venerable
Church of our fathers whose doctrines,
government and discipling we stand
pledged to maintain and perpetuate.

We understand that the Rev Wil-
Jiam Masson of Russeltown has receiv-
ed a unanimouscall to St. Andrews

THE PRESBYTERIAN,

church GALT, vacant by the transla-
tion of Rev. J. B. Muir to Huntingdon,
and that immediate steps will be
taken by the Presbytery of Hamilton
to give effect to the wishes of the peo-
ple at Galt. While congratulating
Mr. Masson on the prospect of enter-
ing upon a wider sphere of usefulness,
we must add that his removal will
cause regret to his present congrega-
tion among whom he has laboured long:
and faithfully and with much success
for many years, as well as to every
merlnber of the Presbytery of Mont-
real.

ToroNTo is improving rapidly.
The opening up of the back country
by railways has given an impetus to
business, and induced a large increase:
of population. The city is all setir,
Palaiial mansions adorn the suburbs
and the parks,and splendid public build-
ings are rising up in diffre-* ;- ‘3.
Its churches are numerous, and many
of them are of a high order of archi-
tecture. The Englioh Cathedrad, loug
unfinished, is now nearly completed
according to its original desion : ity
massive spire, overtopping every
thing in the city, is said to be the
loftiest in America, and excceded in
height by few in any country. The
Metropolitan, erected through the
exertions of Dr. Morley Punshon, is,
internally, one of
modious and beautiful of modern
churches. It is seated for 2300
people. The Canada Presbyterians
have seven or eight churehes. Knox
church, the largest, has a Communion
roll of 750, a staff of four and twenty
Elders and as many Deacons. Our
own old St Andrew’s Kirk has, we are
glad to find, taken a new lease of life,
and tho Congregation, imitating theo
good example of those around them,
are manifesting a like degree of activ-
ity. The pews are filled, snd there
is a heartiness about the services that
is refreshing. But that is not all
Plans have been drawn and contracts
entered into for the erection of a new
Church cdifice in the Western part of
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‘the city, on the corner of King and
Simcoe streets and immediately oppo-
aite Government House—one of the
most eligible sites in the city. The
foundation walls indeed are already
built level with the ground, and the
structure will be proceeded with early
in spring. It will be one of the finest
<hurches in this city of fine churches.
The old church we believo is to be
completely renovated, ard it is con-
fidently believed that there are ample
materials for the support of both,
while the Mission Church, to give
place for the new one, has been remov-
ed still further west, and will, under
the superintendence of the Rev. Mr.
Barnhill, the Colonial Commit’se’s
Missionary, become the pioneer of a
third Congregation.

MonTREAL is in like manner
sharing the general prosperity of the
country, and is extendiag itself in
every direction. 1ts population isnow
over 150,000. It has about a dozen
large and influential Presbyterian
Churches and Congregations, and others
are in course of formation. Mission
stations are to be found at every out-
let of the city. St. Andrew’s Church
takes charge of the * East End Mis-
sion,” where a site has been acquired
for a church. St. Paul’'s Church, by
means of its Forfar Street mission,
keeps ward and watch at the northern
approach of the Victoria Bridge. Sr.

TTHEW’s Church, enlarged the other
day to twice its former capacity, will
soon be quite too small for its increas-
ing congregation. St. Gabriel's is
flourishing.  An important improve-
ment has been effected in connection
with. St Marks, where a new Sabbath
school room very nearly, if not quite,
as large as the church itself has just
been completed. The Congregation
are' indebted to Mr. Joseph Hickson
General manager of the Grand Trunk,
Railway for the valuable piece of
ground on which the building stands, .
and to Mr. Robert Kerr and his staff of .
Sabbath school teachers, who, with the

J

liberal assistance of members of the'

Congregation devised the ways and
means. At the opening celebration, a
Soiree and Concert were given, whan
there was a very large attendance,
every available sﬁace being occupied.
The Rov. W. M. Black, presided. Ad-
dresses were delivered, and the Choir,
under the leadership of Mr. Pow, dis-
coursed excellent music. The outlay
connected with this undertaking was
stated to be about §4500.

The DPresbytery of Montreal,
through its Home Mission Committee,
takes the oversight of the outlying
stations. Among these are Beauhar-
nois and Chateauguay, Laprairie and
St. Lambert, and the settlements north
of the Ottawa river, known as
the augmentation of Grenville. At
Point Fortune, a branch of the
CuaTtEAM and GRENVILLE Congrega-
tion, a substuntial stone Chureh,
scated for three hundred, was
opened the other day by Dr. Jenkins
and Mr. Campbell of Montreal who
had very large audiences on the occas-
sion. The people of RusseLToN have
finished the repairing of their church
at an expense of over $700, The funds,
with the exception of,a few dollars for
extras having been raised by the unaid-
ed efforts of the Congregation. The
old church looks “as good as new,”
and, to crown all, it has lately been
presented with a bell weighing 450
pounds and costing 8275—the gift of
a young man who left this quarter a
few years ago to settle in the United
States, who succeeded in business, and
has taken this method of testifying
his continued intorest in those with
whom in boyhood he worshipped.
His name is James H. McDowell.

We are glad to see that the Queen's
College Journal has reappeared, after
its long vacation, in a new dress, of
prepossessing appearance. From this
source we learn that the Rev. A. A,
Cameron, one of last year's graduating
Divinity Class, was lately inducted to
the charge of Mountain and South
Gower, in the Ottawa Presbytery.
Three of Queen's divinity students,
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Messrs. R. J. Craig, M. McGillivray,
and J. L. Stuart, Thave gone for the
winter to Old Scotia, with the inten-
tion of prosecuting their Theological
studies at the University of Edinburgh,
where we have no doubt they will give
a good account of themselves and re-
flect honour on their dima Mater.

PersoNaL. — Recent letters from
Professor Mackerras give encouraging
accounts of his health. By this time
he will have established himself in his
winter quarters at Mentone in France,
beautifully situated on the Mediter-
ranean. On the approach of spring
the Professor will move south, towards
Rome, where he will bave a fine oppor-
tunity of turning to the best account
his classical lore, and of having his
enthusiasm rekindled at the fountain
head. If health permit, we may hope
to hear of our Synod clerk about the
middle of May next, in the Assembly
Hall, at Edinburgh.

THE MariTIME Provinces. — We
have already intimated that the deci-
sion of both bLranches of the Church
in these Provinces has been favourable
to TUnion. Dalhousie College com-
menced its twelfth winter Session on
the 2nd ultimo, with an address from
Professor Lyall. Chief Justice Sir
William Young also addressed the stu-
dents, and read a letter from Lord
Dufferin, offering a gold and silver
medal 8s prizes to be competed for
during the Session. The number o
students is about 120. The library
contains 1600 volumes of standard
works, and altogether the success of
the College has exceeded the sanguine
expectations of its promoters. The
Rev. Allan Pollok, formerly of New
Glasgow, has been appointed to thc
chair of Church History, &c., about tc
be established in connection with thc
Theological Hall of Dalbousie. The
salary, £300 sterling, is guaranteed b
the Colonial Committee. The Rev
John Campbell has taken possession
of the new manse -of St. Andrew’s
Halifax. Rev. J. McMillan, ministe:
of Truro, inaddition to other gifts, has

THE PRESEBYTERIAN.

received from his people a life insur-
ance policy of 87,000, upon which
they have agreed o pay the annual
premium.

Canapa PreEsBYTERIAN,—Coté Street
Church, Montreal, reports 510 commu-
ricants on theroll, and a total expendi-
ture for last financial year of 819,658,
of which 84,476 were for congrega-
tional purposes, over $8,000 for the
Presbyterian College at Montreal, and
the balance for Missionary and bene
volent purposes. Knox Church, Mon-
treal, has become vacant in conse.
quence of Mr. Thornton's acceptance
of a call to an important Free Church
congregation in Glasgow. The Erskine
Church people, Montreal, have agreed
to differ on the subject of instrumental
musie, and the anti-organists have
built for themselves a new church.
The fine pile of white brick buildings
intended for the use of Knox College,
Toronto, is nearly completed, and pro-
sents an imposing appearance. Tho
contract price is about $§100,000. Tho
internal arrangements are admirable.
The class rooms, in regard to number
and size, have been evidently arranged
with an eye to the future wants of the
Church and the country, and accom-
modation is provided for the board and
lodging of eighty students.

IN MEMORIAM.

We regret to announce the death of
Miss Christina Wilson, which occurred
at Toronto on 16th of October last.
Miss Wilson was the eldest sister of
the late Mr. William Wilson, Manager
of the Bank of Montreal, in that city.
In years gone by, and so long as health
and strength permitted, she was well
known as one of the most earnest and
active workers in connection with St.
Andrew’s Church. On the Sunday
after her death Mr. Macdonnell made
an appropriate allusion to her as one
«f tho oldest members of the congre-
aation, whose loss they all lamented.
fler end was peace. Previous to her
removal to Toronto —about thirty
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years ago—DMiss Wilson, along with
her brother, was connected with St.
_Paul’s Church, Montreal, many of the
older membeys of which congregation
#till cherish her memory with affec-
tionate regard. '

THE LATE MR. JAMES CRAIG, M.P.P,

On the 17th ultimo there was con-
sirned to the tomb the mortal remains of
Mr. James Craig, of Glengarry, who de-
parted this life on the 14th November, in
the 5lst year of his age. The disease
which terminated an active and useful
cireer had been a long and painful one,
but it was borne with so much patient
resignation, and with so well founded a
hope in the reality of the better life be-
yond the grave, as may well alleviate the
sorrow of surviving friends, and lead all
of us to the reflection of ¢ Let me die
the death of the righteous, and let my
last end be like his.”

We have known other men who, with
limited educational advantages, by their
integrity and sheer force of character,
attained social distinction, public popu-
larity, and influential position, but we
never knew any man thus rise above his
fellows who appzared to be so utterly un-
¢omscious of his popularity, or who more
sincerely repudiated sclf-merit.

His public career was bighly honourable
and creditable to himself. From being a
member of the Council of his native Town-
ship, he soon rose to be Warden of the
united counties of Stormont, Dundas
and Glengarry. At the first election for
the Assembly of Ontario, in 1867, he was
sent to Parliament to represent the county
of Glengzarry, and with increasing satis-
faction to his constituents he remained
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lecticns of him recals to mind an address
he delivered to a large Sunday school
gathering in a distant part of the Do-
minion, which, for earnestness, fluency,
and power, we have seldom heard equallad.
The immense assemblage that attended
his funeral was a fitting mark of the
respect in which he was universally held.
The burial services were conducted with
areat solemnity by his minister, the Rev.
Mr. McNish of Cornwall, who had too
zood reason to feel that death had robbed
him of his right hand man, and who was
assisted on the trying occasion by the
Rev. Thomus McPherson of Lancaster,
and the Rev. John S. Burnet of Martin-
town. On the following Sabbath Dr.

McNish paid a high tribute to the memory -

of our departed friend in a discourse
from Philippians i. 21, ¢ For to me to live
is Christ and t) dieis gain.” A few
sentences from which will express, better
than any words of ours, the estimation in
which he was held by those among whow
he lived, and who were best qualified to
judge of his excellence.

“Born in a comparatively humble sphere:
and blest with that best preparation for life’s
stern battle, an early religious training —the
friend whose loss we mourn took an ear % and
an active part in the public affairs of the
country. His stroni regard for truth and
honourable conduct, his fearless independence
of character, his great iood sease, his sterling
worth and reliability, his hopesty of purpose
and vigour of resolve not only gained for him
success and the confidence of his constituents,
but alsc the respect of those who differed con-
scicatiously trom him.” .

“Upon us as & congregation the blow has
fallen heavily. Our friend was ever faithful
to us: was ever liberal and energetic in ad-
vancing our interests; was ever anxious that a
traly rcligious spirit should belong to us, and
that thé cause of our Lord and Savivur should
be ever dear to us. This is the testimony which
we bave to raise concerning him: that for
sincere earnestness in the discﬁargc of duty, for

their representative till the day of his{constant willingness to befriend every noble

death. For a lcngth of time he ‘served
as an Elder of St. John's Church, Corn-
wall, and in Presbytery and Synod his
manly utterances were received with equal
defercnce as in the halls of the Legis-
Jiture. For many years ‘he was the
fiithful and successful superintendent of
the Sabbath School in hisown neighbour-
hood, and onc of our most pleasinz recol-

scheme and pious effirt, for princely liberality
and unﬂ'mcuing faithfulness, for readiness to
expend time and trouble, for the desire to pre-
serve harmony among us and to csll forth the
active co-operation of all for the commin
good, for the giving of kindly counsels aand
the speaking at all times of generous, encour-
aging and cheering words; he was the best
man we had. We bad not his equal.”

% As a member of our Church Courts it does
honour to his memory that, though actively
engaged in business, pressed ofttimes for leisure,
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e allowed nothing to debac him from taking
part in any important matter affecting the
Church of which he was go exemplary a mem-
ber. Those qualities that did so much for him
in other spheres of life and duty, obtained for
him distinguished prominence in the Synod,
where his opinions were always received with
marked respect and attention, carrying as they
did in the very ring of ihe voice that gave
them utterance the conviction that he was in-
tensely in earpest.” :

“ He met death as & Christian hero alone
can do. When human skill could do no more:
when the shadows of death began to settle
around him, when sorrowing friends and rela-
ives wept because it had become tco clear that

the silver cord would soon be loosed, the
ones of the dying man were, ¢grieve not, this
s merely God’s will.” Calmly, hopefully, with
undimmed faculties, coramitting his soul to
Jesus Christ whom he loved so well and served
so faitbfully, our much loved friend passed
away.

“May we not apply to him the words of the
ext. May we not with greatest truthfulness

ay of him,

¢ Servant of God, well done !
Rest in thy new empluy ;
And while the eternal ages run,
Rest in thy Saviour’s joy ?'”

PROCEEDINGS OF THE AJOURNED MEET-
ING OF SYNOD AT TORONTO. |

Pursuant to adjournment the Synod
met in St. Andrew’s Church, Toronto,
on the evening of the 3rd of Novem-
ber There was a good attendance of
members and of the public generally,
and the proceedings were opened with
divine service by the Moderator, the
Rev.John Rannie, M. A.,Chatham, who
preached an eloguent and appropriate
sermon, and thereafter constituted the
Synod with prayer.

A letter was read from the Rev.
Professor Mackorras, regretting his in-
ability, on account of ill health and
absence from the county, to discharge
the duties of the clerkship. Where-
upon it was moved that Principal
Snodgrass be requested to act in his
stead, who, upon taking his place, re-
minded the meeting that the first thing
for them to do was to decide who con-
stituted this Synod—whether the indi-
vidual members who adjourned the
last meeting of the Syno& in Ottawa,
or, the Ministers and Elders now on
the rolls of the different Presbyteries.
The Synod soon found itself engaged
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in an important debate in which, evi-
dently, it was incompetent for any one
to move a resolution one way or tho
other. After a protracted discussion
the Moderator ruled in favour of the
latter, and towards midnight the pro-
ceedings of the first ddy were brought
to a close. It was not, however, until
after another long discussion on the
following day, that the ruling of the
Moderator was sustained by a vote of
59 to 28.

On motion to that effect the Modera-
tor appointed a Committee to examine
the returns to the remit on Union, and
to report to the Synod. The Courtthen
took up an appeal by the Rev. Mr.
Campbell, against the decision of the
Preshytery of Montreal, left over from
last meeting of the Synod. In the
meantime a deputation was announced
fromd the General Assembly of the
Canada Presbyerian Church, who had
the pleasure of intimating a remark-
able degree of unanimity in that body
in regard t~ the union question. Th2
returns to the remitshewed that all the
nineteen Presbyteries of that Church
had approved of the Union: that of 226
Sessions, 217 had approved simpliciter,
that 8 had approved with a dissent
simply to the resolution regarding
modes of public wership ; and that one
only had disapproved. That of 238
congregations giving returns, 231 had
approved simpliciter,and that only one
congregation had disapproved. In
consequence of these returns the As-
sembly of the Canada Presbyterian
Church had that afternoon come to the
resolution, with thankfulness to God,
to consummate the Union at its rext
meeting in June, in the event of the
other Churches agreeing to it. The De-
putation further stated that they were
instructed to request a conference be-
tween this Synod and the General As-
sembly in regard to the place of their
next meeting. This having been
agreed to, Mr. Campbell's case was
resumed, and occupied the Court until
one o’clock in the morning, when the
Synod adjourned.
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It was well on in the afternoon of
the third day before the debate on the
Union question began, and it was sus-
tained with much animation and a
good deal of ability, until two o’clock
in the morning.

The Rev. D. M. Gordon, on behalf of
Mr. Patterson, Convener, first read the
report of the Committee appointed to
revise the returns to the remit, from
which it appeared that eight Presby-
teries voted yea, three sent no returns,
and that none had voted nay. Eight
Kirk Sessions had voted yea, twelve
nay, and forty-six had made no return.
Ninety-five Congregations voted yea,
ten nay, and forty-five had made no
returns. The report was supplemented
by a verbal statement to the effect that
additional returns had been received
since the making up of the report
from one Presbytery, nine Congrega-
tions and five Kirk Sessions, all voting
yea. A number of protests against
the terms of the proposed Union were
then read frown individual members
of Congregations, when Mr. Gordon
moved, seconded by Dr. Jenkins:

“That the Synod having heard the report of
the Committee appointed to examine thereturns
to the Synod’s result on Union, do now adopt
the preamble, basis and resolutions contatned
in the said remit as the articles of Union bet-
ween the four negotiating Churches, w1z : the
Canada Presbyterian Church, the Presbyterian
Church of Canada in corsection with the
Charch of Scotland, the Church of the Maritime
Provinces in connection with the Church of
Scotland, and the Presbyterian Church of the
Lower Provinces, and do now resolve to consu-
mmate the Unionon the ground of these articles
after the next meeting of this Synod in June,
1875, provided the necessary legislation with
regard to the Church and College property

with a view towards the consummation of
Unioa shall by that time have been secured.”

In supporting this motion the mover
claimed that the non-reporting Pres-
byteries and Congregations should be
considered as adhering to the opinions
expressed by them at the last meeting
of the Synod, and that thus the case
would stand as follows:—Eleven, or
all the Presbyteries, voting yea; 102
Kirk Sessions yea, and 16 nay; 20
making no returns. Of the congrega-
tions, 120 voting yea; I3 nayand 17

277

sending no returns.% The time had
come, he maintained, when the Synod
should go on and consummate_the
Union, :
Against this action Mr. Burnet
Hamilton, and others whose names
are appended, pro:ested as follows :—

We hereby protest that our taking part in the
discussion of any regolutions or motions aiming
at the alteration of the name, title, designation
or constitution of the Synod or Church, or the
relations thereof to the Church of Scotfand, or
our votinyy in regard to them in any decision
which might be come to, in persuance of which
they, or any of them, might be carried or adopt-
ed, or alleged to be so by a majority of the
Synod, should not be held as an admission on
our part that such discussions or decisions were
not in their nature objectionable or unconsti-
tutional, or incompetent, or ultra vires, or as
compromising or affecting injuriously our sta-
tus, rights or privileges, or those of any party
or parties interested in any maiter whatsoever
civil or ecclesiastical; and in particular that
our so taking part and voting, should not inva-
lidate our rights and the rights of such member3
of the Synod as held such discussion or decision
either objectionable, or unconstitutional, or in~
competent, or uitra vires to remain and continue
to be the éynod of the Preshyterian Church of
Canada in connection with the Church of Scot-
land, and to enjoy ull rights and privileges
belonging to the same.

(Sigaed)
T. A. McLEay,
Wy, Sivpsoy,
ARCE. Browx,
AxGos McMurceny,
RoperT BURNET,
THouAS MCPHERSON,
D. Watgox,
Jas. L. MacLEay,

Mr. Thomas McLean next submit-
ted a very lengthy amendment to the
effect.—

That this being an adjourned meeting of Sy-
nod it was ultra vires to take up the returns to
the remit ot all, and that because the proposed
distribution of the Temporalities Fund is a depar-
ture from the resolution of the Synod of this
Church agreed to in 1855 and from the funda-
mental principle then 1aid down “that all minis-
ters who bave a claim to the benefits of the Fund
shall be ministers of the Presbyterian Cburch
of Canada in Connection with the Church of
Scotland, and that they shall cease to have any
claim to any share of it whenever they cease to
be mivisters in connection with said Church™
And that whereas it is contemplated by the
proposed union to sever the connection ¢f this
Church with the Church of Scotland and to
divert the Temporalitics Fund to purnoses diffe~
rent ‘rom thosc intended by the donors and
beneficiaries of such Fund and_without their

Ropert Dosig,
Gaviy Laxgc,
PeTtEr Watsox,

J. Davipsoy,

W. GALLAWAY,
Jaxes HEraLD,
ROBERT SANGSTER.
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cunsent, that all minislers of this Church unit-
ing with any other Presbyterian Charch there-
by sever their connection with the Church of
Scolland and deprive themselves of the right to
Participate in the Fund; and, further, that it is
not competent for the éynod, of this Church
without _the consent of all the ministers interest-
¢d in the Fund, to make any disposition of the
same for any other purpose than those express-
ed in the original resolution of 1853 referred to,
and that therefore the Synod do hereby resolve
to sist procedure.

The amendment was seconded by
Rev. Mr. Burnet, Hamilton, in a
vigorous speech, dwelling chiefly on
the legal and technical difficulties
which invested the question, and quot-
ing as his authority” Pardovan the
best.”

Dr. Bell and Principal Snodgrass
next entered the lists on the side of
Union,contending that the spirit of the
Jegislation which would Le submitted
10 the Synod would not interfere with
the rights contended for by the oppo-
nents of Union and that the Union
contemplated would not separate
this Church from identity with the
Church of Scotland.

It was again near midnight, and, it
was moved that the Synod do now ad-
journ. Themotion, howerver, was lost,
and the debate was continued by Rerv.
Gavin Lang, who desired a much
larger and more comprehensive union
than this.

He warned the Synod that their ap-

lication to Parlinment for the legis-

. Jation that had been referred to, would

meet with the strenuous opposition of
the mincrity, and conciuded a long
speech by moving the following
amendment, scconded by Rev. Robert
Dobic :

That notwithstanding that the report now
submitted shows that a cousidernbie majority of
Presbyterices, Kirk Sessions and Congregations
bas returned © Yea™ to the Remit on Unicn, this
Synod, in view of the maoy difficultics, legal
and otherwise, which surround the question
and cspecially of the expressed determination of
2l aumber in both this Church and that of
the or Provinees in coancclion with the
Church of Scotland to remain in that conaec-
tion, and esist the alicnstion of the property

resently held by these Churches, deem it ex

ient to suspead the negoliations with theother
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the object of promoting & healthful union senti-
ment and action, appoint & Committee to coan-
fer with Committees from the other negotiating
Churches as to the establishment of a mutual
eligibility scheme like to that established in
similar circumstances in the Free and United
Presbyterian Churr’es in Scotland, and in ad-
dition, a scheme for & practical union between
the different Presbyterian Churches of the Do-
minion in Home and Foreign Mission work—
this committee to report, if possible, to zext
meeting of Synod.

Rev. D. J. Macdonell spoke enthu-
siastically in favour of the Union,and
stated his firm belief that the Church
of Scotland would approve their action
when the proper time came. The
Rev. W. M. Black world prefer that
this Church should remain a little
longer in connection with the Church
of Scotland.

Rev. M. W. McLean, Bellerille,
thought the Synod would be placed in
a very difficult position if] in the face
of such an overwhelming majority they
did not now take : tion in the way of
bringing about the Unicn. Rev. David
Watson was not opposed to Union, but
he took exception to some of the terms
in the preamble and accompanying
resolutions, which must prevent him
voting for it at present. Rev. Donald
Ross, Dundee, saw a strong argument
in favour of unionp, in that it would
enable the United Church to take up
and prozecutec the work of Foreign
Missions with a prospect of success,
which they could not otherwise hope
for. He and his congregation had
vever been more heartily unanimous
on any subject. Rev. R. Campbell,
Renfrew, *vould like to see some im-
portant alterations made, chielly in
regard to the future management of
the Temporalitics Fand, bat even if
these could not be had, he was content
to vote for Union. Rer.James Carmi-
chael, W. T. Wilkins, Joshua Fraser,
John S. Burnet, William Cochrane,
and several others, spoke telike effect.
The Rev. Peter Watson thought the
time had not yet come when a real
hearty union could be entered into,
but, if it were brought about, he

Presbyterion Churches, and meanwhile, with | wished it “God speed.”  Rev. James
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Wilson, Lanark, was rot in a position
to vote either for or against the mo-
tion. )

It was not to be expected that at
this advanced stage of the proceedings
towards Union that much, or indeed
any, fresh light should be thrown upon
the question ; but it was felt that every
one should be heard who desired to
spesk on the subject. And it is worthy
of remark that, perhaps, never in the
history of the Synod was a debate list-
cned to with greater patience and more
apparent interest by so large an audi-
ence, which, in addition to a number
of ministers and members from the
Canada Presbyterian Church, was
graced with the presence of * honour-
able women not a few,” who, despite
the unseasonable hour, remained to
the close of the proceedings.

On the roll’ being called, the first
amendment was carried against the
second by a vote of 11 to 9. The vote
was then taken as between Mr. Gor-
don’s motion and Mr. McLean’s ainend-
ment, with the following result :—for
the motion 68; for the amendment 17.

The fourth day was largely taken
up with the disposal of the unfinished
business remaining over from last ses-
sion, and it was not until late in the
afternoon that the Report of the Com-
nittee on

LEGISLATION PREPARATORY TO TNION

was called for, and the same having
been read the Synod procecded to con-
sider the drafts of the various Acts
appended to the Report, clause by
clause. These Acts are five ir number.
Trwo of them are of a general charac
ier, with provisions snited to the laws
regulating the tenure of property in
Ontario and Quebee. They provide
that as soon as the Union takes place
all property, real or personal, belong-
ing to any congregation or trust in
connection with cither of the negoti-
ating Churches, shall thenceforth be
held for the usc and benefit of the same
congregation or trust jn conncction
with the united Church, and shall be

‘administered as nearly as may be in

the same manner and subject to the
same conditions as provided by the

deeds or trusts under which the same’

is now held. They make similar pro-
vision for the property of all the Col-
leges and educational institutions that
may be brought into the United
Church. They provide for the revival
of trusteeships where such have lapsed
by death or removal, and for all other
matters affecting the rights and privi-
leges pertaining to the Churches and
congregations who shall go into the
Union. They protect existing inter-
ests in the respective Widows and
Orphans Funds, until such time as a
satisfactory amalgamation of these
shall have becn affected, and regulate
the future management and £dminis-
tration of the Temporalities Fund in
conformity with the declared wishes
of the Synod of our Church.

In addition to these general Acts,
there are three separate Acts, one for
Queen’s College, one for the Ministers’
Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund, and one
for the Temporalities Board, which
enter more minutely into the details
connected with these several corpora-
tions. In addition to this local legis-
lation it is intended to apply to the
Dominion Legislature for a still more
general and comprehensive Act, which
will serve to confirm the Provincial
legislation and invest the United
Church with the character and privi-
leges of an incorporated society.

“Believing that it will be satisfactory
to the members of the Synod and of
the Church at large to be made ac-
quainted with the provisions of the
Act prepared for the Temporalities
Board, we subjoin the full text as
finally amended and approved by the
Synod.

A vaie of thanks was passed to the Commi-

tee on Legistation for the marner in wheh they
bad performed their ardnous datics.

.
It wasmoved by Mr. Mriyx, scconded by the

Rev. Mr. Caxrazln.  © That the Synod appoint
a Commitice consisting of the Moderator, Dr.
Saodgrass (convener), the Hon. Jno, Bxmiiton,
Ringstoa; Rev. D, 4. Gordon, Hon. James
Skead, Dr. Grant and Mr. J. M. Garrier, Olitawa ;
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Mr. Robert Bell, Carleton Place; Dr. Jenkins,
Rev. R. Campbell, Messrs. John L. Morris,
Alex. Cross, Wm. Darling, and James Croil,
Montreal; Dr. Cook and J. D. Thomson, Que-
bee; Rev. D. J. Macdonnell, K. McLennan,
James Bethune, M. P., and Robert Graham,
Toronto ; Hon. Geo. Bryson, Mr. Scriver, M.P,,
Hemmingford ; Dr. Cameron, Huntingdon;
John Charlton, M.P., J. L. McDougall, M.P.,
Ds. Boulter, Caldwell, Craig, and Galbraith
—to watch over the introduction and passage
of the several draft Acts now read iu the sever-~
al Legislatures through which it may be neces-
sary lo obtain legislation, with power to divide
themserves into sub-Committees for the facil-
itating of the work entrusted to them, and with
instructions to obtain Acts, the provisions of
which shall be as nearly as possible substan-
tially the same as the prowisions of tho several
draft Acts approved of at this diet of Synod,
and such otber Acts from the Legislature of
the Dominion as may be desirable, and do all
things necessary io bes done in connection
with the legislation which is 1o be songht prior
to the consummation of union.” Carned.

SYNOD BOUNDARIES.

The Clerk read a communication from the
Assembly of the Canada Presbyterian Church
stating that thexr had appointed a Committee
onjthe subject of dividing the Provinces of
Ontario and Quebec into the Synod boundarics,
and requesting this Synod to appoint a similar
Committec.

In accordance with the above a Committee
was appointed.

PRESBYTERY OF MANITOBA.

Rev. Mr. MacpoxyeLt moved, seconded by
Rev. R. Caxrasty, ¥ That the Syncd expresses
its gratification at the appointment of the Rev.
Thomas Hart, M.A., by the the General Assem-
bly of the C. P. Church, and at the decision of
said Assembly by which the same status is
given to missionaries appointed by this Sycod
as to other ruembers of the Presbytery of Mani-
tobs, and the Synod declares that the clais of
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said missionaries on the Temporslities Fund,
and any other rights and privileges which they
may have as ministers of this Church shall be in
no way aftected by their acczgting said status;
and further, that the status of elders and ordin-
ary member3 of this Church who may connect
themselves with congregations within tbe
bounds of the Presbytery of Manitoba shall be
in no way affected by such action on their
part.” Carried.
DEPGTATION TO SCOTLAND.

Rev. Mr. MacposxeLL moved, ¢ That the Rev.
J. Cook, D.D.; V. Jenkins, D.L.; Professor
McKerras, M.A; D. M. Gordon, and James Croil,
be and are herety agpointed to proceed to the
next General Assem lg of the Church of Scot-
land, to be held in Edinburgh in May next,
for the purpose of assuring that venerable
Court of the undiminished attachment of this.
Church 10 the Church of Scotlana, of the deep
gratitude which this Synod feels for the nnvary-
ing, generous support which the Church of
Scotland has rendered to the Church in Can-
ada during its whole existence, aud of conveying
to the General Assembly full information re-
spécting the position of the negotiations which
for the past five years have being going on
with reference to the Union of the Presbyterian
Churches in the Dominion of Canada, and of
the motives which have led this Synod to ugree
to the early cousummation of this Union.”
Carried.

The usudl votes of thanks having
been passed, the minutes were read,
and the Synod having joined in sing-
ing part of the 122nd psalm, the Moder-
tor dissolved the meetiag in the name
of the Lorp Jests Carist the Kixag.
and only HEeap of this Church,
and appointed the next meeting of the
Synod to be held in St. Paul's Church,
Montreal, on the second Tuesday of

Jane 1873.

AN ACT

TO AMEND THE ACT INTITCLED “ AN ACT T) INCORPORATE THE BOARD FOR THE
MANAGEMENT OF THE TEMPORALITIES FUND OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
OF CANADA IN CONNECTION WITH THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.”

HEREAS by Petition it hath been represeated that the Syaods of the Presbyterian Church of
Canada in connection with the Charch of Scotland, of the Church of the Maritime Pro-

vicoes in connection with the Church of Scotland, of the Presbyterian Church of the Lower Pro-
vinoces and the General Assembdly of the Cansda Presbyterian Church_have agreed 2o unite
together, and to form one body or denomination of Caristiang, ander the name of * The Presbyter-

ian Church in Canada ;™ and that the ¥ Act to inco

tate the Board for the management of the

E:m‘l;onmliﬁcs Fund of tke Presbricrian ‘Church of Canada_in connection with the Church of
0

d,” and amendments thereto, reqaire 1o be amended
Brder to the carrying into cffect of certain resolations t
Church of Canada in connection with the Church of Scolland'wi

with 2 view to such union; sndin
by the Synod of thc Presbyterian
reference to said Temporalities

Fund, and for the proteclion of those interesied in the same; .
Thercfore Her Najesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Legislatare of Quebec, enacts

as follows:

1 Notwithstanding saything in the said Act and amendment of amendments therelo, from and
after the time when the Moderators of the aforesaid Churchies negotinting for union shall bave
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P
gigned the terms of union agreed upon, until all the present vested rights of all ministers and pro-
bationers shall have ceased or lapsed, the said Temporalities Fund shall remain as at present in
the hands of & Board, tt ¢ membership of which shall be contin:.ed after the consummation of union

in the manper bereinafter provided, and the administration of the fund shall continue on the ~

same principles and for the same gurposes as at present, until the vested rights of all ministers
and probationers shall have lapsed ; and these rigbts shall be beld to be the following: (1.) The
annual receipt by ministers now receiving four huncrel and fifty dollars ($350), four bundred
dollars ($400), or two hundred dollars ($200), of the s me amount during their lifetime and good
standing in the Church ; (2.) The annual receipt of two thousand dollars SSZ,OOO), in perpetuity.
by the T'reasurer of Queen’s College, for the use and benefit of the said college ; (3.) The annus
receipt of two hundred dollars ($200), by 2!l the ministers who sball be on the Synod Roll, and
by all recognized probationers and licentiates engaged in active service at the time of the union,
during the lifetime and good -standing iu the Church of such ministers, probationers and licen-
tiates ; all salaries of two nundred dollars to be increased to four hundred dollars ($400) each,
when the recipients ef them shall have retired with the consent of the Church from the active
duties of the ministry. The Temporalities Board may, if necessary, draw upon the capital of the
fund in order to meet the aforesaid reguirements. So s001 as any part of the revenue accruing
from said fund is not required to meel;.e&e payments of said incomes and otber vested rights in the
fund, and expenses therewith, the same sball pass to and be subject to the disposal of said united
Charch; and so soon as the fund, or any part of it, shall no longer be required for these purposes,
it shall, with the exception of the aforesaid annual payment to Queen’s College of two thousand
dollars ($2,000), or the sawe capitalized (and the Board shall have power at any time after the
passing of this Actto capitalize the same snd pay it over to the Treasurer of Queen’s College for
the use and benefit of the said college), be appropriated to & Home Mission Fund for aiding weak
charges in the united Church. .

2. Provided always, that all mipisters and probationers interested or ({tossessing rights in or to
the said Temporalities Fund at the time when such union may be carried into effect, who decline
to become parties to such union, or to enter into the said proposed united Church, shall be
entitied to all the pecuniary ri hts and claims upon the said fund they respectively had at the
date of said union, and which they would bave enjuyed had they entered into such unionp, that is
1o say, so long as they shall continue to be Presbyterian ministers in good standing within the Do-
minion of Canadn, whetherin active service or retired ; and the said Board shall administer the said
fund so as to protect their rights unti! their said rights shall have respectively lapsed and been extin-
guished ; Provided also, that nothing contained in this Actshall be so construed as to deprive any
professorin Queen’s College of any right to participate in the said Temporalities Fund to which,zs 3
minister of the Presbyterian Church of Canada in connection with the Church of Scotland, he would
have been cntitled had he continued in.the active dutics of the mipisiry of the said Church.

3. As often as any vacancy in the Board for the management of the said Temporalities Fund
occurs, by death, resignation or otherwise, the beneficiarics entitied to the benefit of the said fund may
each nominate a person, being u minister or member of the said united Church; or in the event of
there being more than one vacancy, then one person foreach vacancy,and the remancntmembers of
the srid Boad shall thereupon, from among the persons so nominated as aforesaid, clect the person
or number of persons necessary to 1ill such vacancy or vacancics, sclecting the person or persens
who may be nominated by the largest number of beneficiaries : but in the event of faslure on the

t of the the beneficiaries to nominete as aforesaid, the remanent members of the Board shall

11 up the vacancy or vacancies from among the ministers or members of the said united Church.

4. The seid Board of Management shall, within twelve months after the passiag of this Act,
cail a meeting of the said beneficiaries at such time and place ’s may be found most convenicat
and at such meeting the said beneficiasies shall have power to make by-laws segulating all mat-
ters Telating to the mode in which notice of vTacancies occurring as aforesaid shall be given to
them, the time within which such notice shall be given, the form of nomination papers, the time
afier rectiving notice of a vacancy within which the same are to be sent in, the person or persons
to whom the same shall be sent and by whom the same sball be opened, the recording the result
of such nominations and of the clections consequeat thereon, and all other matters ating to ot
nﬁ'ccﬁr'xﬁ’such nominsations and elections.

5. ¢ Board of Management of the said Temporalities Fund shall once in each year transmit
by J)osl to cach beneficiary & printed statement of the affairs of srid fund, and a report of the pro-
ceedings of the Board for the preceding year, containing such information as may be required by
the by-laws to be passed, as hercinafter provided.

6. The books and affairs of the said Board shall be saudited once in each year by auditors
appointed by the heneficiarics, in manner hereinafier provided.

. At the meeting to be called and held pursuant to section 4, the beneficiarics may make by-
Iaws nguhﬁng the appointment of suditors, and all matters relating to the andit of the sffrirs of
the fund, and 1o the annoal statement and report o be made under section 5.

8. The 3rd section of this Act shall continuein force untit the smmber of beneficiaties is re-
duced below fifteen ; and so soon as the numbder is reduced below Gfleen, the said Board shall be con-
tinned by the remaneat members Hlling up any vacancy or vacancics from among the ministers or
g:oc:nrgc:s of the said united Church, and the auditors shall 1o like manner be appeinted by the said,
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9. All provisions contained in any preyious Act or amendment inconsistent with the provisions
of this Act, relating to the said Board for the management of the Temporalities Fund, are hereby

repealed.

10. This Act shall come into force 5o soon as the union of the said four Churches shall have
been consummated, and the Articles of such union shall have been signed by the Moderators of the

gaiqd res

ctive Churches. But 2 notice that the said union has been so consummated, stating the

place where and the time when it was so consummated, shall within one month t4ereafter be

vublished in the Canada Gazette.
11. This Act shall be deemed & public Act.

-

SCOTLAND.

The following telegram reached Mont-
zeal on the 19th Ultimo.—

CHURCH OF SCCTLAND, SISTER
CHURGHES AXD UNION.

Epixpouce, Nov. 18.—The Commission ap-
winted by the Assembly of the Established

hurch of Scotland, at 2 meeting to-day resolv-
€d to immediately approach the other Presby-
terian  Churches of Scotland with a view to
uaion.

TaE students of the University of Edinburgh
have elccted the Ear! of Derby to the Lord
Rectorship.

It isstated that a section of the St. Andrews
students intend to put forward the Rev. Mr.
Gilfillan, of Dundee, for the Lord Rectorship,
in oppositivn to the proposal to elect Mr. Dar-
<win.

Twe Right Hon. Benjamin Dismaeli has been
relected Lord Rector of Glasgow University by
a majority of 200 votes.

Tie VacaNt Creresmp OF AssExsuy.—The
Aberdeen Free Press says :—“We are authoriz-
<d to state that, in the event of Priceipal Tul-
loch being appointed by next Gen Assem-
iy of the Church of Scotland to the first clerk-
ship of that body, Profassor Milligan will offer
himself as s candidate for the second clerk-
ship.” .

VACANCY IN The ABBEY CHGRCH, Paisigy.—
We understand that 2 memorial has been pre-
pared for transmission to the Duke of A
corn, in terms of a resolution passed at & recent
wmeeting of the congregation, reguesting his
grace to place the election of a successor to
Mr. Dobb in the hands of the congregation.

Tue Rev. Dr. Story, of Roscncath, who had
been requested to be nominated an assistant
and successor to the Rev. Dr. NTaggart, of St.
James' Parish Church, has dechined to leave
his present charge.

Tas loss by fire of the East Parish Charch,
Aberdeen, on the 9th inst., previously briefly
reporicd by = Ceble dispatch, is & source of
great regret.  Once of the most cherished ancient
monuments of the city—the steeple with the

al of bells— is destroyed. The fine old bell
3t. Lawrence or Old Lowrie," a5it was called,
was cracked and otherwise injured. The church
cannot be rebuilt for less than £15,000.

Drrine the last fifteen years the interesting
old chaKcl in connection with, or rather forming
part of Kings College, Aberdeen, has under-
gone a thorough renovation, many of its old -
features being at the same time sg<rupulously

reserved, and reproduced where necessary.

he work is now completed as nearly as pos-
sible in accordance with the original design,
and the earlr architectural features of tbe

building.
GovaN Parisg Vacaxcy—Receptly a meet-
ing of heritorsof this parish was held to take

into consideration the vacancy in the m-
cumbency of the parish church caused by the
death of Dr. Leishman. A correspondence was
read betweer: Mr. Dreghorn, one of the heritors,
and Dr, Caird, in which Mr. Dreghora tried to
convince Dr. Caird thatas Principal of Glas-
ow University he ought to be minister of
sovan Mr. Dreghorn reminded the reverend
Principal of an armngement made after the
Reformation by which the temporalities of the
church of Govan were conveyed to the Univer-
sity *on condition that the principal should serve
the cure of the parish,” and showed that for some
time,though not for the past two venturies,effect
had been given to this arrangemeat. The Prin-
¢ pal in bis reply made no attempt todiscuss the
historical argument ; he simply wrote—*J do
oot think thatI would be consulting the inter-
¢sts either of the University or the parish of
Govan, even if the Senate sbould think of such
an excrcise of their patropage, were I to attcmgt
to combine with my present duties those of the
minister of suca s large and important parish as
Govan” It appears that the Senate had pre-
sented a lecet of threc ministers namely, Mr.
Scott, of Edinbargh; Mr. Roberison of St
Audrew's, Glasgotw ; and Nr. Maclcod, of Danse.
The congregation without a'lowing any time
to clapse, by a wajority elected Mr. Macleod,
The Scnate approved of Mr. Macleod,
but they requirc another mecting to coafirm the
appoiniment. The heritors came to no decision.
It was stated thbat the temporalities amount to
about £290) per annum. .
BrorugaLy  Lovs.—Mr. John Petticrew,
ministerof Govan, was onc of the originals
amongst the clergy of Scotland, of whom there
were many in the last age. His presbytery
was once violently divided who should be
moderator in the room of ont Mr. Love, thenin
the chair. While they were disputing with vast
keeness Mr. Petticrew came in, and being ask-
cd his opinion, he said, “Nloderator, let brother-
Jy love continue.” The presbytery took his
advice, and so their disputes were ended in
good bumour.
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On the 29th September, Mr. W. W. Brown,’
M A, wasordained by the Belfast Presbytery asa
Missionary toIndia. On the evening ol the 20th
of October, an adjourned mecting of the sawe !
Presbytery was held at Whitehouse to receive
the resignation of the Rev. Jobn Hewity, .M.,
LL.B., as minister of the Congregation there,
a]nd 10 designate him as a Missiorary to India;
also.

Asaresultofthe evangelistic labours of Messrs. |
Moody and Sankey in Belfust, 2 meeting of young -
men who believed themselves to be savingly
converted was held, at which more than 200 ex-

ressed their confidence that they had found a
Saviour. A still more interesting meeting of 2
similar kind was held in St. Enoch’s (Presbyte-
rian) Church onthe night of the 16th of October.
The meeting was for those only who believed
that they bad been converted since the great
evangelistic movement began. Admission was
by ticket, personal application to the secretaries
of the Committee bemng insisted on, and every
grecaution being taken that the meeting sbould

e strictly limited to those for whom it was in-
tended. The immense Church was filled, some
2000 tickets having beenissued. Old and voun
were there—children of eight summers, and ol
men whose heads the- snows of eighty winters
had whiteped. There was no d&;stincﬁou of
rank,—young ladics accustomed to move in good
society sat side by side with servant maids and
factory_girls, and: young men of business were
mingled with mechanics and mill-workers. The
look of the meeting was very remarkable, bright,
intelligent, bappy, earnest; and the singing

was someth‘mﬁ 10 be remembered.  Every lip
p

was vocal with praise. .

Qa the 9th of October & monster mecting was
held in the Botanic Gardens, Belfast, to give all
Ulster an opportunity of hearing the far-famed
Evangelists.  From 25,000 to 30,000 were pre-
sent. Mr. Moody preached from the words, 1

pray thee have me excused.” Though so large, ' (C

the meeting was unususlly decorous and orderly.
200 volanteer stewards and a large number of
police attended to preserse order, vet not the
slightest instance occurred to warrant their in-
terference.

On the next day Mes:rs. Moody & Sankey loft
Belfast for Derry, and began their evangelistic
labours there on the following Sabbath, continu-
ing them till the might of the succecding Wed-
nesday, when they retarned to Belfast. Several
nmcetings were held cachday,attended by immen-
se crowds, and a revival created which is still

oing on with unabated force under the gui-

ance of the local Clergy. Shortly afier tgcir
return ‘}o %clﬁ;st, Mc:;k“rs. .\I%od_v and Sankey Ieft
again for Dublin, making their first appearance
thg:c on the 18th of Uctober. We ngﬁcc that
the mectings during the thirty dass of their visit
to the Capital were to co * $4,500, and that the
whole of this large amount was readily subserid-
od jn anticipation of their arrival, They were
held chiefly in the Exhibition Palace, and the
first of them was attended by about 15,000 per-

sons; including K11 ranks, from the peer to the!

humble labjurer; ad all denominations. As else-
where, the ministers of all the cvangelical

t Mr. Red
S

churches united in welcoming those zealous
Inbourers, and in aiding them in the great work
in which, wherever they go, they secra 10 be so
wonderfullr suceessful. .

The Presbyterian Orpban Society has now
1,807 orphans on the roll, for whose education
and maintenance the Society is responsible, in-
volving an outlay of $30,100 per annum.

ENGLAND.

At the half yearly meeting of the English
Synod of the United Presbyierian Church, beld
at Manchester, in October last,

Mr. Bell, Newcastle, moved :—That this Synod
agrees very respecxt’ully to Memorialise the
General Synod (to meet in Edinburgh in May,
1875) to reconsider their decision of last year,
and to proceed to the consummation of Union
with the English Presbyterian Church on the

lan 1aid before the Synod at its last meeting.”
i’ie justified the reopening of the question cn
the ground that the divisions among Presby-
terians in England, and to some extent cven
the negotiations for Union, had stopped the
work of Cburch extension By United Presby-
terians in England.

He had no hesitation in saying that if the
decision of tbe General Synod in next May
should be adverse to the Union, he would be
willing to join with any two-thirds of the
United Presbyterinn congregations in England
who would unite with him, just because he
believed that allegiance to Christ required it.
It might be asked, “Could you carry your
congregation?” He was not very sure, but he
would lay before his congregation his feclings
in reference to this matter, and show them
what be behieved Christ required from them,
and he thought there was so much good sense
and Christian feeling among them that there
would be no difference on the subject whatever.
heers,

The Rev. Dr. Simpson, Derby, seconded the
motion. He said that he bhad also been in
favour of the larger Union, whick bad by no
means died out; but he could not convince
himself that it would come s0 s00n as to pre-
vent loss to their Churches in Eagland. He
sbrank from the idea that all their attempts at
Gnion should prove abortive, as giving forth
the impression of an indifference which did not
really exist, and a division between the two
Churches which had no being.
th, Loudon, moved; ¥ That this

od, while desirous of union with the Eng-
glish I‘rcsbytcxian Church, deems it unwisce to
rencw the consideration of this question so sdon
after the Suprgme Court has given & dicision
ugon 11, more especirlly /s there bas been no
change in the circumstances, and that as a
little delay may open up a way to & union in
which all can agree.” He argued in favour of
& comprehensive Union embracing England,
Scotand, and Ireland, governed by s General
Asstmbly, with a system of provincial synods.

Rev. Nr. Fishen, Stamfordham, seconded Mr.
Redpath’s motion, arguing in favour of com-
preheasive Union.

. o e
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After a long able and earnest debate, Mr.
Bell’'s motion was catried by a vote_of 68 to2l.
The result has proved somewhat unexpected
and shows that the subject Lad reached that
stage when all middle motions must drop, and
even negotiations cease, when, in short, the
thought of Union must either be abandoned or
the union proceeded with atonce. The decision
reached was remarkable as being come to, not
only in the face of a considerable minority, but
‘in opposition to the adverse action of the
Supreme Coprt in Scotland in May last. Se
glickly has the tide turned!

ese two Presbyterian Churches, that seemed
hopelessly distaant only six months ago, may
now be regarded as un fait accompit.

Dr. Dykes, as representing the English Pres-
byterian Synod, in bis speech at Manchesterex-
pressed with remarkable force and precision
what may be called the unsnimous opinion of
his Church in regard to the nature of the Union
that ought to be formed. The English Presby-
terian ghurch of the future must not, according
to his views, be cast into a Scotch mould, must
not be governed or controled from Edinburgh,
but must, as to government, be perfectly inde-
pengdent, ifit is o be truly expansive and na-
tional. A large majority of the United Presby-
terians in England,take the same view of the sub-
ject, and, at whatever expense of feeling, are pre-
pared to go in for a Union like that proposed by
their English Presbyterian brethren. That ma-
jority appears to rapidly increasing, and
there remains only a decreasing though respect-
able minority opposed to any Union tbat im-
%lies severance, a3 they call it, from the mother

hurch in Scotland.

The Presbuteriau.

MoNTREAL, 1st DECEMBER, 1874.

As this number Dbrings us to the
close of another volume, we take the
opportunity of thanking all those who
have in anyway been helpful to us du-
ring the past year, and who have enab-
led us, as we trust,to male our periodical
visits to a very large number of homes
in some degree interestingand profit-
able. During the years in which the

of passing events and have endeavour-
ed to interest the m&mbers of the
Church in each other's welfare. We
have had a large staff of assistants—
correspondents in different parts of
the country—whose valuable services
can only _bo acknowledged collectively.

Thy Union of We solicit a continnance of their fa-

vours. We owe special thanks to one
whose intimate personal knowledge
of the subject has made the monthly
summary of news from old Ireland so
much more interesting than it was
possible for us to have done without his
assistance. To the clerks of Presbyte-
ries who have supplied us with notes
of their proceedings from time to time
we already owe much, but we could
wish to be more largely their debtors.

Our subseribers will very much
oblige by giving us instructionsin res-
pect of any changes they wish us to
make, either as to the number of copies
required for 1875 or the addresses to
which they are to be sent. To pre-
vent disappointment such changes
should be intimated to us by the 15th
of this month.

The price of the Presbyterian will
remain as formerly;—tbat is to say
at the rate of 83.60 a year for one
(dozen copies, postage included. Sin-
| sle copies 60 cents per annum. Inall
cases payment is required to be made
|in advance. On no other conditions is
iit possible for us to meet our current
. exXpenses.

! May we not hope to begin another

Presbyterian has been published un- ';)‘0!11‘ with a much larger subscription
der the more immediate auspices of  list than we haveever yet had ? At pre-
the Synod, we do not claim for it the 'sent our circulation reaches only about
literary distinction of former times, |iwo thirds the number of families in
but in a humbler capacity, and to the jconnection with the church. A little
best of our ability, we have tuken note additional effort on the part of Kirk
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Sessions might enable us toreach the
remaining third, and we thiok the 'ad-
vantage of doing so would be mutual.

Tre SvsrentaTioN Funp.—We be-
speak attention to the Convener’s cir-
cular recently issued, and, particularly
to the importance of forwarding the
balf-yearly contributions without loss
of time, in order that the payments
falling due may be met fully and
promptly.

Tee Frexca MissioNn.—A compar-
atively small number of the congrega-
gations have as yet responded to the
claims of this Mission. But the work
is going on pevertheless, and, we may
sately add, making satisfactory pro-
gress. Indeed it is doubtful if the
prospects of the Mission have at any
time been better than at present. The
attendance upon the Sabbath services
and the weekly prayer meeting is
steadily increasing, and there are now
nineteen scholars on the roll of the
Day school. So far as we know, our
church and congregation of St. John’s,
Montreal, is the only Presbyterian
French Mission church in Canada ; as
such it has claimis on the whole Pres-
byterian community, and it will be a
strange thing indeed if it should be
allowed to languish or decline for
want of the support which it is so
easily in our power to give.

Tre MaviToBa Misstox.—The Con-
vener’s note appended to the list of
acknowledgements in thisissue is suf-
ficient to shew the embarrassing posi
tion in which the Treasurer is placed,
and renders any further appeal at our
hands unnecessary. Those who think
it a right thing that our Church should
be represented in Manitoba will recog-
nize the importance of giving the
Committee a hearty and gonerous sup-
yort. Those who do not, must either

misinformed as to the condition
and requirements of this new Pro-
vince or strangely forgetful of the his-
tory of their own Canadian Church.

Toe Ministers’ Winows' axp Or-
pHANS' Funn.—The collection for this

Fand will be taken as usual on the
first Sabbath of January.

NOTES ABOUT ORPHANS.

Some letters from orphans have again been
received from India; and the Secretary takes
this opportunity of once more urging upon
those schools who have not writien to tbeir
protegts, the importance of doing so, as the
letters afford so much pleasure when they are
sent and their non-appearance seems to be a
source of keen disappointment to the children
who do not receive them. An interchange of
letters, too, i5 mutually beneficial in stimulat-
ing the interest between the supporters and
supported.

itk regard to the orphans who have been
removed, Miss Mansell of sadrae says:—

¢ Ellen, who had Zone home to her relatives,
but not being kiudly treated by them,begged to
be allowed to return to the Hospital again.. Mr,
Walker, the chaplain, managed to get her in
again ; and she is there now, and i3 as comtort-
able as can be expected. A kind Christian
lady visits the Hospital and takes an interest
in ber, which cheers the poor girl under her
heavy affliction. With part of the money sent
her, Miss Mansell bought her svme clothes
which she much needed. The remainder bas
been put away for future use,

Of the girls to whom presents were made,
some have left school. Ther are—Lydia
Chambers, who is marricd to a respectable do-
mestic servant ; Maggie Campbell, who was
permitted 10 go home to ber mother, as she is
is suffering from scrofula, aud it was considered
unadviseble to allow her to live with the other
girls. [ have given to both of them the money
sent out for them, knowing that it would be
very acceptable.  As 1 have found Emily Lind~
say and Jessic Bain both deserving, [ bave
given them their share of the presents, for
which they are very thankful. Tam glad te
be able to say that Emmy Morris gives great
satisfaction now. She is a very diligent little
girl, and promises to be a credit to the Orphan—~
age. The conduct of the girls, you will, L am
sure, be glad to hear, is very good. On the
v.*hoie, they are doing their work well, and
trying to please both the matron aud myself.

The other girls removed were taken away
because, being grown-up or neacly so, their
relatives wished 2o bave them at hoine; but they
have not been lost sight of, as they sometimes
visit the school ; and the native pastor and the
clders visit them at their_homes. These girls
arc Eliza Kinloch, Sarah Hamilton, Sophir and
Sophie Hay. It isregretted that they should
have left, just at the age when it might have
been expected that they might be of use; but
it is hoped that they will carry with them an
influence to their various homes.

As it is now not so difficult as formerly te in-
duce children to attend day schools, it is not so
necessary to keep up the orphanzges, which
will, in all probability, ultimately be supersed-
ed by day-schools, where a much greatex
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amount of work can be done at much less ex-
pense. A3 orphans are not now $o easily pro-
curable as formerly, it is desired to make an
arrangement whereby three or more schools
may unite in supporting a gl from this
Orphanage as a Zenana teacher. The sum of.
£18 stg. per annum,—npearly $99.00 is sufficient
for this, and quarteily reports will be sent to
each school that unites in supporting a Zenana
teacher, so that the interest will be kept q}),
not in a child, but in fumilies, where the pupils
will be mothers apd children. Oune such
school is already kept up by a Juvenile Associ-
ation in Montreal, and is deseribed in & very
interesting letter from Miss Pigot to the
secretary, Miss Machar, and which we hope to

insert next month. Meanwlile, schools that

are willing to take up this work are requested
to communicate with Miss Machar as soon as
convenient.

INDIA.

The three Bishops of India—Dr. Milman of
Calcutta, D:. Gill of Madras, and Dr. Douglas
of Bumbay-—bave sent quite an important letter
baick to their brother bishops in England, in
which they point out the critical state of aflairs
in their field, and the special opportunity it

resents for missionary cxertions at this time.
’l)they claim that the Indian Empire is passing
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through a process cf disintegration, and that
its b‘af)its and forms of life are subjected to in-
fluences which are atfecting it seriously and
fundamentally. The people’s hold on native
ways and tradition is loosened ; education,
railways, commerce and other like influences
are working in society as dissolvents of old
custows, and have actually had tbeir result ina
condition of things analagous perbaps to that
produced by the literature of &eece and the
order of Rome, which, in & former age, prepared
the way for the first great triumphs of the Lord's
Kingdom. After stating the great good mis-
sions have already done, these Bishops meke -
the practical suggestion that, in addition to
men and to money, some of the home preachers
of power and distinction should go out to India
fcr a shorter or longer time and work in the
field themselves. On this point, the words of
their letter are: ‘Lend to us as well ag give.
Lend to us, in that season of the year, when the
climate of India is as tesnperate as that of Europe,
men of matured minds and ripened knowledge.
Lend us men like the Bishops of Peterborougl
and Derry, and Canon Liddon, who may travel
throughout India and visit the chief centres of
population and thought. S ..a men will find
audiences of Indians to whom English speech
is familiar, and, by thewr sanctified oratory, will
exercise an influence upon the waole continent
of Asia which words cannot describe or figures
estimate.

Our Sancium.

The announcement made a short time ago
that ifr. Gladstone was about to publish an ar-
ticle on Ritualism iu the Contemporary Review,
created guite a © sensation ” in literary circless.
Mr .Gladstone’s theological opinions had long
been regarded with uncertainty. Bis orthodoxy
habeen subjected to suspicion, Ifhe was not a
Roman Catholic in disguise, it bad been alleged
he wag at ull events to be ranked among the
most advanced of the ** High Church” party.
Hecace the curiosity to know how Ae would treat
of ritual., These unworthy suspicions have
happily been set at rest, and, contrary to all ex-
})ecmtions, the great statesman has entered the

ists as & champion of Protestaitism and at a
time when such g champioa was most needed,
Some of his remarks, however, respecting the as-
sumptioas of the Roman Catholic Church bave
not been allowed to pass unchallenged, and it
is now reported that the authorities of that
Churchat theinstigation of Archbishop Manning
have in conscquence takea steps for holding a

at international Catholic Congress in Lon-
on for the purposes of maititaiuing in the heart
of Protestantism the doctrine of Papal Infallibi
lity, reasserting the Pope's right to temporal
as well to spiritual power, and proclaiming the
duty of all Christians to return to allegiance to

Rome, This announcement has called forth &

pawmphlet from Mr. Gladstone reiterating his

sentiments and warning the people of Englard
against Papal aggression. Dr. Manning has
replicd to this by a counter pamphlet, and so a
great controversy has arisen, the issue
of which involves considerations of the gravest
moment to the religious world.
QurAm:ricanneighbours have began in carnest
to * ventilate” the mammoth project thathas for
some years been quietly canvassed—the holding
of & great international exhibition to be held in
1876 in commemoration of the hundreth year ot
their national existence, Baltimore has been de-
cided upon as the favoured city,where buildings
to cost millions of dollars are already in course
oferection in which the manufactures and the
natural resources of America will challege com-
etition with those of every other county on the
lobe, and where Americans in the most peace-
able way possible shall measure their strength
with the streagth of other nations of the world
in the advances which they have made in every
branch of industry during the present century.
In what way the Cburches of America will
sympathize with this Ce itennial celebration is
still a moot question. It may bz in the form of
a patioal thank-offering l2id on the altar of
Christianity. Qr the opportunity may be seized
of obtaining what has been ilong a matter of
desire, such an ameniment to the Gonstitution
of the Republic as will embody atleast a recog-
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nition of the Almighty as the Author of every
blessing and the Ruler of nations.

What bath God wrought ! may we not well
sav, as the intelligence reaches us that the Fiji
Islands have been formally received into the
role of civilized pcoples, and bhave become an-
nexed to the British Empire. Thirty-five years
ago the missionaries in the Friendly Isles sent
1wo of their number to the Fiji group, where
they found the vilest forms of cruelty existing.
There are now 50,000 children in the schools,
26,000 persons who meet in cless, and 120,000
sitting under the glorious Gospel of the blessed
God. There is a native ministry of 52, sustain-
ed by 900 catechists ; and thus these islands
are taken for Jesus, as His right and His in-
heritance. Thank God that the good old Gos-
pel has done it «ll.

Tae Rev. Narvay SurgsBaDRI writes from
India as follows:— You will be gratified
to hear that I have resumed my labours at this
station, I trust with renewed vigour, zeal, and
perseverance. Perhaps at no former period of
my missionary life bave I enjoyed such oppertu-
nities of preaching the gospel of God's grace to
my countrymen of all classes as1 Jdvat presant.
Ever since my return from E ‘rope, I have beer
getting far more orderly and numecrously at-
tended congregations then I used to get before.
How thisis to be accounted for I know not.
But I simply state the fact. Every Tuesday
evening bundreds come together t0 hear the
gospel and return to their respectives places.
A great revival is in progress in Calcutta. The
varons evangelical missionaries including the
Methodist Episcopal and Wesleyan, are earnest-
ly ard harmoniously engaged in it. There
have heen some remarkable cases - 7 conversion
among the heathen of iate, whicl. lows that
the Holy Spirit is not passing *'+» ¢ without
a blessing.

Curistian Missions 1% Jaras have recentliy
been brought prominently into notice through
a youag Japanese named XNeesima, who, after
baving scen a great deal of European life, and
having received a thorough theologicsal training
in America, has become a Christian Missionary
amoug his own countrymen. His carcer has
heen & very remarkable one. His father had
given hir a good edncation in the Japanese
and Chinese langnages, and the lad having
one day come upon & Japanese transiation of a
work on American Geogmphy determined to see
this great Western land for himsclf. It wasas
much as bis life was worth, but after & variety
of adven‘ures he cffected his escape on board a
schooner bound for Massachusetts. He went
10 an academy, thence to college, and finally to
the Theological Scminary at Andover. In
1872 the Japanese Commissioner heard of him
and went to Andover to see him. The resuit of
this visit wag that Neesima was pardoned by
tbe Japanese government for runnirg away
from home, was made secretary of an Educa-
tional Commission, and sent to Europe to study
the systems of Edueation in Englaad, France,
Belgium, Prussin and other countries. He re-
wained fifteen montls in Europe, and then re-
turned to Andover to complete his theological
curriculum. Sprung Strangely and sud-

denly out of the obscurity and exclusiveness
of his race, he reappears suddenly as a mis- -
sionary, not devoted to the interests of his sect
alone, but.to the best interests, waterial and
moraf, of the Japanese. Surely the teachers
and divines at New-Haven were not amiss in
their judgment, when on the occasion of
Neesima’s farewell to America, they announ-
ced their belief that his history would have
a most important bearing on Japan. He
is strong in faith and resolute in action, and
will accomplish more than ascore of foreign
missionaries could do among his people, for%e
thinks that the Japanese will readily take hold
of the Protestant religion, and that they will
become, under its influence, every year more
liberal aud modernized. T.iey bave rejected tLe
worship of nature as insufficient; they threw
away Catholicism after 600,000 Jananese had
become converts to it, because it bel' them too
tightly in its ironbands. But Neesima believes
that therr ultimate choice will be Protestant
Christianity, liberty, and growth.”

We are all wore or less familiar with the
wonger.ul regults of missionary labours in Ma-
DAGASCAR. We remember the conversion and
haptism cf the Queen and her prime minister,
ttic public burning of the idols, the profession
of Christianity by vast numbers of the aatives
and the substitution of christian churches for
heathen temples ; how fresh missionaries were
sent out, and how the work of reformation in-
creased. After an absence of fifteen months,
Dr. Mullens and Mr. Pillans, a deputation sent
from the London Missionary Socicty, have re-
turned to England and reported the result of
their observations. They confess that they did
not find all their expectations realized, yet they
had scen much that was interesting and remark-
able. The Queen and her husband had receiv-
ed them graciously. They found large districts
of country open to Christian instruction, and
many of the peo’{‘ale crying out for the Bible and
for education. They found Churches where no
missionaries had ever bern ; one place had twelve
Churches, winle there were only seven people in
it who could read : yet the pcople meet there,
and talk, and pray and try to edify one anotlier.
There are chapels holding fifteen hundred that
are full every Sunday in these remote parts.
The great waat is s sufficient number of quali-
fied teachers. The population is said to be
about three millions, a.d the nominal adberents
of Clristianity are put down at three hundred
thousand-—~one tenth of the population. Of these
there are some sixty thousand Church mem-
bers; concerning twenty-five thonsand of whom
the missionaries eatertain & favourable opinion.
Dr. Mullens is of the opinion that there is no sin-
gle person in Madagascar who has a more deep
and solid interest in &ll that isright and holy an
good for the Malagasy pcople than the Quech
herself, who wished the Deputation to assure the
London Missionary Society of her dee titude
to them for all they had done in 3\&5::” car.
The English missionaries were at one with their
brethren at home in desiring that the Christian
Church in Madagasear ¢ should stand by itsclf,
untrammelied by state control, relying on its
own resources, and secking its guidance, instruc-
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-tion and discipline from the Lord Jesus alone. ”
Such evidences of Divine fazour as these brief
Jeferences disclose should increase thke faith of

" Christian people in the power of the Gospel to

~destroy smciJ supersede every form of error, guper-

stion and idolatry, aud encourage them to work

\and pray, and to expect the fulfilment of the pro-

-mise,—** Ask of me and I shall give thee the

heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost

parts of the earth for thy possession.

LITERARY.

EvcroLogioN, being forms of public worship
and & book of common order, issued by the
‘Church Service Society of the Ghurch of Scot-
land, bas appeared initg third edition,.cvised and
enlarged. Itisa book for ministers, especialy for
Presbyterian ministers, who will find it eminently
serviceable in promoting the order and solemnity
of public worship. As such we commend it to
their notice. It may be ordered through W, Drys-
-dale & Co,, 32 St. James st., Monireal,—who
have placeé on our table MAGGIE'S MIATAKE and
Guiseppe’s Hoey, beautiful story books, such as
are wanted at this time of the year, and that may
safely be put into the hands of the little folks,

Brrriss anp Forriey EvaNGsLicaL REview.—By
special arrangement with the English publishers,
Messrs. James Bain & Son, Toronto,arcenabled to
furnish this valuable quarterly at $2 per anoum
~less than half what it would otherwise cost.
The October part fully sustains the good repu-
tation of the periodical. Those who wish .to
avail themselvess of this cheap literary treat
should send their names and their money to
Toronto before the 10th of this moanth.

Cnaprce of Scotraxo HoME axp Foreigx
Missioxary Rrcorn.—We haveto thank the Co-
lonial Committee for the monthly parcel of
Rsconps that has reached us with great regula-
rity, and we congratulate the editor on his suc-
cessful efforts to infuse life and interest intoits
pages. vy -

Tae PreESBYTERIAN AT, WORK isone of the most
useful of American monthly sheets published in
the interesis of sthe Sunday School,and the
expositions on the International series of lessons
which accompany i are altogether the best
that we are acquainted with. The price is only
75 cents per annum postage included. This
also may be obtained through Drysdale's,
Montreal.

PoesYTERIAN YEAR Book and ArMaxac for
1875,and to be continued yearly, cdited by Rev.
James $ameron, Chatsworth, Ont., and publish-
ed by Messrs James Campbell & Son, oronto,
will appear immediatly and is intended to be a
trustwortly bookof referenceonallimportant mat
ters connected with the Presbyterian Churches
of British America : & means of sgrcadig iufor-
mation as to the history, work, and prospects of
Presbyterianism in this and. other lands: as a
beginning also in the work of collecting statisti~
cal information thatmay serve the purposes of fu-
ture_ historiaus, and, further, as a means of bring-
ing Presbyterians to know cach other better, and
-of uaiting them in common work. The price
©of this book will be only 25 cecdts in paper

. THE PRESBYTERIAN.

covers; 40 cents in cloth Every Presbyterian
should haveit.

Tae SreeRERD Kixgs'of Ecyrr, by Rev. John

Campbell, M.A. yrofessor of Ghurch History, &e.
Pregbyterian College, Montreal.—A laborious
and learned atternpt to build up a consistent and
harmonious scheme of early Egyptian history
based upon a comparison of names of men aud
places mentioned in different histories and my-
thologies. Mr. Campbell finds the key to
ancient universal history in the first book of
Chronirles, and claims that the right use ofthat
key will afford a new revclation of God in his
dealiLgs with nations. Some readers may fnd
the pampllet “ a wee driech.”
@ Tae EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE extra of the DALy
WiTnEss, published by John'Dougall, Montreal,
pp- 100, price 25 cents. An admirable report,of
the proceedings of the tirst general conference
of the Dominion Evangelical Alliance, with the
full text of most of the papers read, and embel-
lished with likenesses of the principal speakers.
Mr. Dougall deserves credit for the spirited
manner in which he undertook and accomplish-
ed this work, and we hépe that he will be well
repaid by a large circulation.
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