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Ecce Homo.

A HYMN FOR GOOD FRIDAY.

BY MRS, A. MACGILLIS,
Look back, my soul, along the years,
And see thy Saviour on the tree,
For thee He dies, and bitter tears
Cannot assuage His agony ;
Though Zion’s daughters wail and mourn,
They cannot take from Him one thorn,

Full wearily His sacred feet
Had toiled up Calv'ry’s rugged hill,
For to my blessed Lord 'twas sweet
Ever to do His Father's will ;
He drank the cup of wrath that I,
Though death deserving, might not die.

He bears it all, the T amb of God,

The grief, the shame, the anguish ; now
Is laid on Him the mighty load

Of a wor'd’s sins ; His sacred brow,
Pierced by the thorns encircling round,
With precious blood bedews the ground.

Oh ! King of Glory ! can it be

That Thou for me art hanging there !
Fainting and anguished ; Lord, I see;

I hear my Saviour's dying prayer :
“‘Father, forgive them !” Oh 1 may I
Yet hope for mercy ere I die.

Oh ! blessed Christ, I come to Thee ;
Prostrate before Thy cross I fall.
Oh ! turn Thy dying gaze on me
With looks of love, which tell that all
My sins are cleansed in that pure tide,
Flowing so freely from Thy side,

?; Thou wilt, T know, Thy loving eye
| Is fixed upon me where I kneel :

| Thou hear'st my spirit’s mournful cry,
| Save Jesus ! all my sorrows heal.

| Have mercy, Lord, my sins forgive,

| Andin Thine arms of love receive,

Oh ! when my last dread hour shall come,
When heart and {lesh shall fail for fear
Of the dark valley's gathering gloom ;
Oh ! then, my dying Lord, be near,
And hold me with Thy pierced hand,
| And lead me to the 'romised Land.
| WiNsipea, Max,
—— - A —eer.

Athens.

' To dwellers in a young country like Canada,
l where one can scarcely see anything much older
! than himself, there is a peculiar fascination in
{a visit to those classic lands which have s
1 largely moulded the world’s thought and the

| world’s destiny. See, for inst
| of little Attica and of Athens—

The eye of Greece, and mother of arts
And eloquence —

on the civilization and literature of all Chris.
tian lands. Macaulay, in a noble passage, thus
speaks of the influence of Greece :

“ All the triumphs of truth and genius over
prejudice and power, in every country and in
every age, have been the triumphs of Athens.
Wherever a few great minds have made a stand
against violence and fraud in the cause of lib.
erty and reason, there has been her spirit in the
midst of them ; inspiring, encouraging, consol-
ing—Dby the lonely lamp of Erasmus, by the
restless bed of Pascal, in the tiibune of lira
beau, in the cell of Galileo, on the scaffold of
Sidney. Wherever literature consoles sorrow

, the infl
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or assuages pain ; wherever it brings gladness
to eyes which fail with wakefulness and tears,
and ache for the dark house, and the long sleep,
there is exhibited, in its noblest form, the im-
mortal influence of Athens.”

To the Christian student, however, its asso-
ciation with the memories of St. Paul give it a
still more thrilling interest.

We cannot do better here than adopt, in
abridged form, the admirable account given by
the Rev. D. G. Sutherland, LL.B., of his visit
to this world-renowned city.

“In A.D. 1830, Pirwus consisted of half a
dozen fishermen's huts ; to-day it is a busy port
of Athens, with a population of nearly 30,000.
There is a railway connecting the two cities,
the only railway, I believe, in Greece, but we
preferred going up by carriage. Keeping the

OL BANNER.

and a site for temples. Wealth «ud genius,
patriotism and religion united to make it the
home of the gods and ‘he centre of the national
glory.

** But what shall I say of the Parthenon? It
is & poem in marble. Kven in its partial ruin,
with its roof gone, its ornamental and descrip-
tive frieze removed to another clime, and some
of its pillars fallen, it remains an object to ex-
cite the artist’s admiration, the poet's enthusi
asm and the sage’s deepest moralizing. An ob-
long building two hundred and thirty-six feet
in length by one hundred in width, It was
surrounded by a peristyle of forty-eight marble
columns, six feet in diumeter, by thirty-four
feet high. Erected in the proudest duys of
Athens to the honor of the virgin goddess
Minerva, it cost about three mill%on dollars,
The whole structure is a marvel, and its
;n'itchlerylof benut‘)" is felt no less to-day when
ts

memorable Parthenon ever in view, we b

more and more iuterested as we drew nigh to

the city, around which centred so many of our
ol My

p is 1 by time, and its pillars
are dinted and walls crushed by modern
artillery, than when, in all its state iness and

1

early classic studi What a gling
the ancient and modern one finds ! The streets
are, many of them, wide, well paved and lit
with gas, and it now has a population of about
70,000,

 Immediately to the west of the A li

g , it was thronged with eager, worship-
pinf crowds, who saw in it the embodiment of
their country’s glory and the outward and
visible sign of tie uty and perfection of
their religion.”

separated by a small valley, stands the Areo-
pagus, centre of judicial life of Athens. 1t isa
uarrow, irregular ridge of rock, not very high,
running westward, Ascending at the eastern
end by steps cut in the rock, we found ourselves
on a small platform surrounded on three sides
by rude seats cut in the rock. The place where
the prisoner stood is pointed out. In the midst
of the gay and frivolous city stood this place of
solemn awe, to lead men to higher thoughts
than those of vice and pleasure. On this spot,
too, stood the great Apostle of the Gentiles and
vieaded the cause of the unknown God. Stand-
ing face to face with the world’s sublimest in-
tellects and with his eyes resting upon some of
the most magnificent of earthly temples, he
declared that God dwelleth not in temples made
with hands, Surr led coutl?' bjects of
devotion in which the city gﬁ')ried, he protested
that they ‘ought not to think that the God-
head is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven
by art and man's device.” How true and brave
his words in the presence of that which was
false and pernicious ! Here, too, tradition says,
Socrates stood and defended the doctrine of the
one God, and here received his sentence of
death.

“The Acropolis we visited again and again.
It is the centre and boast of the city, and though
the tides of generations and conflicts of armies
have chafed around it, as the restless sea about
some lofty crag, yet it has changed but little
gince in the splendid era of Pericles it was
crowned with the noble Parthenon. The hill
rises with perpendicular face to a height of one
hundred and fifty feet, and has a summit nearly
flat, one thousand feet long by five hundred
wide. This hill becomes a museum of art, his-
tory, and religion. It wasa fortress, a treasury,

Our f P showing Athens in its palmy
days, is taken from Dr. Ridpath’s History of
the World, which is reviewed on another page.

Libraries Wanted.

WEe have many requests like the following :

“ DeAR Di.—We are endeavouring to estab-
lish a Sunday-school, and as one o? the most
useful adjuncts of the same, greatly need a
library. As we have been drawing very largely
upon the liberality of the people here of late,
for church building, we are not able to raise
funds for any other purpose just now. But as
many of our wealthier schools have frequentl
old libraries to dispense with, may I ask for their
charitable consideration of the needs of our
school here.”

P!ease send books to Rev. W, H. Withrow,
Methodist Book Room, Toronto, and they will
be distributed to needy schools.

Cassels’ National Library.

Every week brings out a new issue of this
cheap popular library., In addition to the
number we have previously mentioned, we have
received that standard k, the Autobio-
graphy of Benjamin Franklin ; also the quaint
old English classic, Isaac Walton’s Complete
Angler; and Mackenzie’s “Man of Feeling,”
“which proceeds,” says the editor, *‘through
80 many tears that it is hardly to be called a
dry book.” These books are for sale every-
where ; price only 10 cents each.

Let s
And t

Sing |
Who |
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THE ACROPOLIS OF ATHENS RESTORED,

Easter Hymn.

BY REV. 4. LAWSON, COBDEYN, ONT,

IN hallowed songs your voices raise,
To sing your risen Saviour's praise !
He who for us His life did give,
Who shed His blood our souls to save,
Who died Himself that we might live,—
Triumphant rises from the grave !

Let songs of praise to God arise,
Who reigns o'er all the earth and skies !
His only Son for us He gave,
And sent Him down for us to die,
A sinful, ruined world to save,
And raise us to His home on high.

Let songs of praise to God ascend,
And to His Son—the sinner’s Friend !
Sing of His unexampled love
That brought Him from His Father's
throne,
Down from His glorious seat above,
For sin-cursed rebels to atone,

Sing praises to the Son of God
Who freely shed for us His blood !

See Him in mortal flesh arrayed,
Sojourning with the sons of men,—

By treacherous, murderovs hands betrayed,
Foully condemned and basely slain!

But see ! where rests His sacred head,
Amid the regions of the dead,
Two angels, robed in dazzling white,
Alone are seen, for Christ is raised !
The keepers, trembling at the sight,
Are dumb with dread and sore amazed !

The Lord is risen ! Death’s mighty chain
Asunder breaks—nor can retain
The Lord of life and glory, who
His life laid down for ruined man,
For with immortal power we view
Him taking up that life again !

To Father, Son and Holy Ghost,
Extolled by heaven’s shining host,
Let praise be given ;—to Giod, and to
The Son, who died and rose again,
Our highest praise is cver due,
And to the Holy Ghost  Amen,
e —— - A —
Goo has shown His infinite love by what He

i has done for men,
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—'i'he Conversion of Ohildréﬁ.

A mevorTErR of the New York Mission
recently received a letter from a lay evangelist
who is conducting evangelistic services in a

lace on Staten Island, who heard Missioner
Stephen’s address to Sunday-school teachers at
one of Lis services in St. George's chapel, New
York. He writes that in his own evangelistic
services he had neglected a number of young
children who had indicated that they desired
to learn ‘‘how to come to Christ.” But since
he heard Missioner Stephens he has acted dif-
ferently, The remembrance, however, of his
Fucindiﬂ'erence and negligence gives him heart-
elt sorrow. Yet he is c%neere to know that
recently a number of children, ranging from
six to twelve years of age, are rejoicin
to know that Christ loves *‘the little ones,”
and are th Ives little ‘missi ies, in-
viting their scho lmates to attend the Gospel
services; so that the place ‘‘newly fitted up”
is too small to hold the children who desire to
be present.

We believe that the above statement repre-
sents a common experience. The children have
been ton much overlooked in revival efforts
They have often been thought too immature in

judgment or too unstable in character to be-
come Christians. DBut the very reverse is the
case. If the Saviour bade the little ones come
unto Him, let us not forbid them, however
tender their years. It is the gentle, docile,
childlike spirit that is especially welcome, and
without that spirit none can acceptably come
to Him.

We were greatly interested at a service in
which we had the privilege of taking part, a
thort time since, at the Dundas Street Wesley
Charen, Toronto, under the pastoral care of the
Rev.Thos. Cullen. About a hundred new mem-
bers were publicly received into fellowship with
the Church. Among these were very many chil-
dren, some not over seven years old. It was
a most touching sig"t to see the dear little boys
and girls being recoguized as the disciples of
Christ. The work of revival was permeating
the entire school, under the efficient superin-
tendence of James Awde, Esq., and affecting
the family life of the Church. This is one
of the comparatively new churches in the
suburbs of the city, yet there were present that
day 341 scholars, 34 teachers, and about 40
visitors. It is sometimes said that the Lesson
system prevents the learning of verses. That
is not so in this school at least—one class of
girls learning 19 verses, and a class of boys
learning an average of 19 verses each.

Let us seek above all things the conversion
of the children. Our schools are, we think,
the most important sphere of the Church’s
work. Here she may most successfully fulfil
the Saviour’s parting admonition, *“Feed my
lambs.” Here she may best guide their foot-
steps to the green pastures of salvation by the
river of the water of life. Here she nay train
them for service in the Church on earth, and
for endless reward in theChurch on high. She
cannot without recreancy to her solcmn tiust
allow the lambs of the flock to escape from the
fold and wander amid the mazes of error and
sin. Theschool is not an end in itself, but only
the nursery for the Church of heaven. No
results are satisfactory that do not secure the
salvation of the children. Their conversion is
more easily secured in the tender yeamrs of
youth than when their hearts have become
hardened and perverted through the deceitful-
ness of sin.  And those who are thus early con-
verted to God, snd who are trained up in Chris-
tian doctrine, and in Christian work, in Chris-
tian liberality, and in Christian zeal, will be far
more useful members of the Church, will be far
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more liberal, and intelligent, and efficient
workers in the cause of God, than those who in
adult years are won from the world.

We sce, therefore, the solemn duty, the
grave responsibility reeting upon the Church.
How often by wilful and sinful neglect the
children who have been baptized into Christ’s
family and vursed in the lap of piety, are
allowed to diift away, away on a shoreless sea
without chart or compass, to make shipwreck
of their lives «n the rocks and reefs of tempta-
tion and sin. O let us save the children, let
us save the youth, that we may save the world !
Let the motto for the year be *““a school at
every appointment —a revival in every school.”

— e —

Sunday-School Givings for
Missions.

In the annual report of the Sunday-school
Board we referred to the remarkably liberal
missionary givings of the Sunday-schools of
Montreal city and of the Montreal Conference.
The children of these schools, we do not think,
are any better able to give than those of the
other Conferences, The difference lies in the
superior or and method of ionary
giving in the Montreal Conference, and espe-
ially in Montreal city. The facts are brought
out very strikingly in the following extract
from a letter in the Guardian, by the Secretary
of the St. James St. Missionary Society. We
hope the Sunday-schools of the Western con-
ferences will be stirred up by this report to
emulation of the noble example of the schools
in the East. It is especially true of missi 'y
giving that ** It blesseth him that gives and
him that takes.” Besides greatly helping the
Missionary Society in a time of special need,
and greatly helping many a stcuggling mission-
ary in straitened circumstances, such enlarged
giving will greatly bless the schools themselves
by the increased interest and sympathy and
zeal that will be created in the missionary
operations of our Church. The worthy secretary
shows first that the missionary givings of the
leading churches are as follows :

St. James St., Montreal, stands first. Her
contribution represents an average for each

o

member of..........co0utiiiininnenn, $6 87
Second, Dominion Square, Moat 5 80
Third, Metropolitan, of Toronto . . 4 9%
Fourth, Centenary, Hamilton. ., 4 69
Fifth, Quebec City Church ..., . . 44
Sixth, Sherbourne St., Toronto ........ 4 37

SUNDAY SOHOOL BANNER.

Seventh, Dundas Charch. ...........
Eighth, Division St., Cobou g

Ninth, Queen’s Avenue, London
Tenth, Ottawa St , Montreal ..........
Eleventh, Ottawa Centre, Ottawa... ..

Comparing city with city we find that the
first in amount is Quebec city, with an average

ver member of bs% ey Enasneebys A
Montreal stands second with .. . . .. o 442
Toronto is third with s sdasiasume B NE
Hamilton is fourth with ........... 202

London is fifth with ..... ......... . 144

Turning to the Sunday-schools we find an
extraordinary difference in the givings to the
Missionary Society of the various Conferences :

Montreal averages for each scholar. ... 26e,
Niagara " " " vou, 100
Toronto " " " oo 10fe,
London " " " .. Be
Guelph " " " i
Bay of Quinte " " ... Gje.
Manitoba " " " . 4.

The Minutes of the Cunferences do not give
sufficient data to compare the schools of one
city with those of another, but we can see from
above that it takes one scholar from Toronto
Conference, one from London, one from Guelph,
and one from Manitoba--say four scholars from
the West—to equal one from Montreal Con-
ference.

Butif we come to comparc the average givings
of the Ontari, schools with St. James Street
afternoon school, the difference is so great that
it quite takes away our breath. To arrive at
the figures, please take the average amount
given last year by

200 scholars from Toronto Conference at
10}e., equal to

200 scholars from Niagara Conference
OO RNR0 OO 0. . v00einiisssnas 22 67
scholars from London Conference
at Gc., equal to.............. ..... 2 00
200 scholars from Guelph Conference at
LT T 200
200 scholars from Bay of Quinte Con
ference at 64 .., equal to............ 13 00

1000 Ontario scholars give aggregate of 880 17

Against these 1,000 put 24 scholars from St.
James Street afternoon school, who gave last
year an average of $3.41, and you have an
aggregate sum of §81.84, and you will see that
he 24 Montrealers beat the 1,000 Oatarios, and
have $1.76 to spare.

While we do not expect that the Ontario
schools ever will come up to the Montreal city
schools, yet we do think they should try to
equal the average of the Montreal Conference.

If this could be done (and it can if they will
only try), see what the result would be :—

Montreal Conference children averaged 26c.
each, and the Toronto Conference 10jc. Dif-
ference, 15§c.
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This on 34,740 scholars would give.. $5,472 49
Niagara, difference 143c. on 21, o 3,197 34
London, " 20c, on scholars., 4,757 40
Guelph, " 20¢. on 23,504 .. 4,700 80
Bay Quinte , 194c. on 20,782 .. 4,042 74

The extra amount would thus be..$22,170 77
which would more than pay off the debt now
on the Society. Or, in case it would be thought
unfair to ask the children to puf their fathers’
debts, it would be enough to add $50.27 to the
meagre salary of each of the 441 unfortunate
domestic missionaries,

If something of this sort is not done it will
put us in Montreal in a very embarrassiug

ition. We should feel that it was wrong
or us to continue such comparatively large con-
tributions to the missi work, and that
our giving propensity lhoul({ be directed else-
where. On the other hand, we have this week
been listening to such stirring accounts from
Mr. Eby of the wonderful work going on in
Japan, and from Mr. Gireen of the encournginq
prospects among the Indisns, that we have al
}alt that we wanted to do more than ever before,
and we know that we have none of us suffered
in any way for what we have done,

We, therefore, thought it well to write to
the Guardian to state our perplexity, and see
if in our connexion we could find some who will
give us a word of advice and comfort.

THE SkcrRETARY OF St. JAMEs ST, METHODIST
MissioNary Sociery.

Book Notices.

Cyclopwdia of Universal History. Being an
account of the principal events in the career
of the human race from the beginnings of
civilization to the present time. From
recent and authentic sources. Three vol-
umes complete. Imp. 8vo, 2,364 pages. By
John Clark Ridpath, LL.D., Professor of
History in DePauw University, author of a
History of the United States, a Life and
Work of Garfield, ete. Profusely illustrated
with maps, charts, sketches, portraits, and
diagrams. The Jones Brothers Publishin,
Co., Cincinnati. The Balch Brothers, 10
Adelaide Street East, Toronto.

The study of history, both sacred and secular
—the study of God’s dealings with our race —
is, we think, the most interesting and instruc-
tive pursuit that can engage the human mind.
It is also one of the most essential. History,
it is well said, is philosophy teaching by ex-
ample  The great problems of the ages repeat
themselves. He who would understand the
urgent questions of to-day and the best mode
of their solution must know how these questions
have been met and answered in the past. No
one can pass muster as well informed who has
not some adequate conception of the past record
of our race, l\et: many are deterred from this
task by its ingly hopel ,"’,l)‘y
the vast of vol to be t

b

And this is a real difficulty, To master the
works of the t historians who have written
in detail the annals of the nations is the work
of a life time.

We venture to say that the careful study of
these volumes is, in a very important sense, a
liberal educatior. The reader is made ac-
quainted with the chief actors of the great
(irlmn of time, with the nature of their work
and with its influence on the world. Talk of the
interest of fiction and romance! It will not
compare with the fascination of the truths
etranger than ficzion of history,

God is far the sweetest poet
And the real is His song,

The above title very accurately describes the
most comprehensive historical work with which
we have any acquaintance. To the Sunday-
school teacher this work will be of special value
as giving a comprehensive bird's-eye view of
the stream of history from its earlier sources to
its varied ramifications of modern times. One
of its most striking features is its copious illus-
tration. It Las no less than 1,210 high-class
engravings of persons, places, and great dra-
matic incidents referred to in the text. These
really illustrate the subject, and not merely
embellish the book, and many of them are
drawn by artists of national and international
repute. Of not less utility than these are the
thirty-two coloured historical maps, and nine
coloured chronological charts showing at a
glance by an ingenious arrangement the rela-
tions in time and place of the events described.
There are also thirty-one genealogical diagrams
of the royal and noble houses of ancient and
modern times.

The author, we think, has very judicious
begun his history with Egypt instead of witi
the Chaldean and Assyrian monarchies, He
then transfers the scene to Meso: tamia, and
follows the course of events from QE: Euphrates
to the Tiber, from Babylon to Rome. He
makes the fall of the Western Empire, 1453,
the date of the death of Antiquity, and in the
second volume returns to the barbarian nations
of Kurope from which, quickened by contact
with ancient learning, has sprung the complex
civilization of modern times. The spread of
Mah lani feudal lancy, the Crus-
ades, the conflict of the kings and the people,
the new world and the Reformation, the growth
of England, the age of Revolutions, and the
record of the advancement of civilization
throughout the world during the nineteenth
century form the subjects of a brilliant series
of chapters. Our author is no pessimist He
shows that as a skilful rider winds his steed so
God is guiding the world up the heights of pro-
gress to the grander Christian civilization of
the future. As says the Laureate :

For I doubt not through the ages
An increasing purpose runs,

And the thoughts of men are widened
By the process of the suus,
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One Hundred Years of Temperance. A memorial
volume of the Centennial Temperance C'on-
ference, held in Philadelphia, a., Sey ber,
1885, New York: National Temperance
Society and Publication House. Toronto :
F. 8. Spence, Citizen Publishing Company.
8vo, pp. 660. Price $3.

In the year 1785 Dr. Benjamin Rush pub-
lished an essay on the * Kffects of Ardont
Spirits on the Human System, Body and Miud,”
which is regarded as having been the commence-
ment of temperance reform. It is exceedingly
gratifying to see how the principles of temr-r-
ance have been adopted by all the Churches,
both Protestant and Roman Catholic, while
thousands who do not acknowledge any parti-
cular religions creed, favour the universal spread
of the principles of temperance,

The idea was first conceived by the Rev.
D. Dorchester, D.D., of Boston, and soon
adopted by others, to hold a Centennial Con-
ference in the city where Dr. Rush had
lived and laboured ‘a hundred years ago, and
where he wrote his celebrated essay, The
arrangements for the Conference, described
in the book, were made by the National
Temperance Society. Its agent, Mr. J. N.
Stearns, drew up the programme and corres-
ponded with the gentl whom he selected
to write essays on every phase of the temper-
ance question,

The volume before us is a t of tem-

king's palace. The book is copiously illustrated
and beautifully bound.

Root Bound, and Other Sketches, By Rose
Terry Cooke. Congregational 8.8, Publishing
Society, Boston ; pp. 264, price $1.

The accomplished author of this book has a
well-earned reputation as a graceful poet and
charming writer. Some of these sketches have
had a wide circulation in current periodicals,
A shrewd New England humour and common
sense, and now and then a vein of pathos, run
through these sketches which will please and
profit young and old  The book is beautifully
printed muf(illuncrnu-d.

A Young Man's Pevils, and Bible Difliculties,
By Rev. W, Guest, F.G.S., and Rev, D, W.
Faunce, D.D, Toronto: S. R, Briggs, Wil-
lard Tract Society ; 12mo, $1.25.

This is a beautiful book, which is a joint
publication consisting of two parts, both of
which have had an extensive sale separately,
It is emphatically a book for the times, and
well adapted to” the class for whom it is
especially intended. We know of no book
more suitable to be read by intelligent young
men. The dangers attending their path are
clearly pointed out, and the difficulties which
they may expgrience in their study of the Book
of books are fairly stated, and antidotes for
both are furnished. The style of the book,
th?ugh not in all cases uniform, is always per-

rance labour. There are fifty-eight contri-
uted essays or addresses, and all temperance
societies in Gireat Britain and America are well
described, and their labours in the good canse
faithfully recorded. Canada is not forgotten,

Two days were spent in conference, when
brief summaries of the papers contained in the
volume were given, and free discussions fol-
lowed. The persons present were clergymen,
senators, Frofenionnl men, and representative
women, all of whom took part in the proceed-
ings, which are here stenographically reported,
One of the largest mass meetings which the
greuent writer ever attended was held in the

lusic Hall, Philadelphia, and is reported at
éreat length. The addresses of Gen. Wagner,

ol. Bain, of Kentucky ; Rev. James M, Cleary,
President of the Catholic Total Abstinence
Union of North America ; and Miss F, £ Wil-
lard, of the Woman's Christian Temperance
Union, were worthy of the vecasion,

This memorial volume deserves an extensive
circulation.  Statesmen and philanthropists
especially would do well to make themselves
familiar with its contents, It will be a standard
volume in temperance literature for many years
to come, E. B.

Siam and the Siamese, London: T. Woolmer.
This is an interesting account of one of the
most curious countries in the world, of its
strange capital, Bangkok, with its hundreds of
floating houses, of the queer customs and cos-
tumes of the people, of child-life in Siam, and
P the missionary ladies of the

of the labours o

P , and is such as will secure a perusal
from all who desire to know the truth. = To all
young men we say, secure the volume for ﬁ':ur-
selves. It is so neatly got up that it will an
ornament to any drawing-room table,

We have received, also, from the publisher,
S. R. Briggs, Toronto, Vol. I, of Our Misvion,
an illustrated semi-monthly for old and young,
Price 50 cents. It is saturated with the very
essence of the Gospel, and will be very useful
in promoting mission work. The illustrations
are numerous and striking. We wish it success,

Hymns for Eventide (Toronto, S. R. Briggs ;
price 15c.) is a well printed and choice selection
of standard hymns with music,

Notes for Bible Study (same publisher ; 33c,
a year) has notes on daily and weekly readings,
lesson notes, etc,

Tue Chautawquan for March reports the or-
mintion of over one hundred and forty new

al Circles of readers in the Chautauqua
Literary and Scietific Circle. In addition to
this it an organization in Russia of
over tirce hundred and fifty persons, modeled
on the plan of the Chautauqua Circle,

In The Chawtauquan for March Prof. Charles
J. Little has another of his literary studies.
His subject is Frances Ridley Havergal, In
summing up he says: ‘“She has given us visions
of her peace rather than of her struggle. It is
perhaps better so. This age certainly has had
its full of soul-throes and world-smait. Why
should we complain because the sun in an
settings sometimes sends its beams across its
unruffled sea ¥
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Opening and Closing Service for
Second Quarter.
OPENING SERVICE.

1. Silence,

II. Responsive Sentences.

Supt. In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the Word was
God.

School. The same was in the beginning with
God.

Supt. All things were made by Him; and
without Him was not any thing made that was
made,

School. In Him was life ; and the life was
the light of men.

Supt. And the light shineth in darkness; and
the darkness comprehended it not.

School. That was the true Light, which
lighteth every man that cometh into the world.

Supt. As many as received Him, to them
gave He power to become the sons of God.

School. The law was given by Moses, but
grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.

II1. Singing.

IV. Prayer.

LESSON SERVICE.

I. Class Study of the Lesson.
11 Singing Lesson Hymn.

III. Recitation of the Title, Golden Text,
Outline, and Doctrinal Saggestion, by the
school in concert,

IV. Review and Application of the Lesson,
by Pastor or Superintendent.

V. The Supplemental Lesson.

VI. Announcements (especially of the Church

services and week-evening prayer-meeting).

CLOSING SERVICES.
1. Singing.

II. Responsive sentences.

Supt. 1f we walk in the light, as He is in the
light, we have fellowship one with another,
and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth
us from all sin,

School. Thanks be unto God for His un-
speakable gift.

II1. Dismission.

THE APOSTLES’' CREED.

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker
of heaven and earth ; and in Jesus Christ His
only Son our Lord : who was conceived by the
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate ; was crucified, dead, and
buried ; the third day He rose from the
dead ; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on

001l KANNER

the right hand of God the Father Almighty ;
from thence He shall come to judge the quick
and the dead

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholie
Church, the ¢ immunion of saints ; the forgive-
ness of sins ; the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting.  Amen.

The Bible in Class Use.

A wovemesT has been started to have the
Bible used in all cases in Sunday-schools, in-
stead of t e Lesson Helps. To all which we
heartily a d emphatically say, Amey.

But there are some who serm disposed to go
further, and abolish Lesson Helps altogether, Of
conrse, these are the impracticables, who seem
to be able to sce ouly one side of any question.
There never has been a time when the Bible
has had so wide and thorough a study as now ;
and it is due in great part to the facilities af-
forded, whereby every one, at a minimum of
cost, could be supplied. These facilities are
not now to be thrown aside ; for convenience,
as well as economy, dictates their co tinuance.

We do not make any question as to the use
of the whole book of God’s Word in the class.
It is undoubtedly the only right way ; yet the
gren |mjurit{ will never come to that way.
We ought to be glad to be able to impress a
single page, when we cannot present the entire
bmﬁ( Let us look at this subject in a practical
light. We want the hints and comments of
the Lesson Helps. We cannot afford to furnish
every pupil with a huge Commentary, even if
one existed exactly suited to his needs. We
do not need such a Commentary, any way.
Bibles are to be found in every house ; and if
teachers would do their part, pupils would soon
get into the habit of studying the lessons from
the whole Bible, with the aid of the Lesson
Helps. The argument against these Helps
would hold as against all Commentaries upon
the Word,

To do away with the Helps would thus be a
backward step which Sunday-school people are
not ready to take, and the ‘“‘impracticables” will
have to wait—indefinitely, we hope—for a con-

tion so much against reason and practical
sense. Let us have the most perfect Helps
that can be produced, graded to the needs of
the classes t{:at form our schools ; let them be
studied as they are desiﬁned to be, with the
entire and *““open Bible ;7 and let teachers and
upils use, during the lesson hour on the Sab-
Enth. ““the whole Word,” on the line of thought
presented by the Helps. Then we shall have
the best results. — Baptist Superiutendent,

e bt D S

AN American paper says with much truth :
““The congregation ought to support the Sun-
day-school. Its expenses are as legitimate as
those of the prayer-meeting. It is not right
to impose these expenses on teachers and
pupils. Let all the Sunday-school collections

go for missions.”
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INTERNATIONAL

BIELE LESSONS.

SECOND QUARTER: THREE MONTHS' STUDIES IN THE WRITINGS OF JOHN,

B C. 4.
John 1. 118,

LESSON 1.

[ Commit to memory verses 1-5.)

1 In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word wus with God, and
the Word was God.

2 The same was in the beginning
with God.

3 All things were made by him;
and without him was not any thing
made that was made.

4 In him was life; und the life was
the light of men.

5 And 11 ight ghineth in darkness; and the darkness
compre! d'it not,

6T 48 & man sent from God, whose name was
John

7 1o same came for a witness, to bear witness of the
Light, that all men through him might believe,

8 He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness
of that Light,

9 That was the true Light, which lighteth every man
that cometh into the world.

THE WORD MADE FLESH,

[April 4.
world, and the world was made by
world knew him not.

10 He was in the
him, and the

as received him, to them gave he
e sons of God, even 1o them that be-

3 hich were born, not of blood, nor of the will of
the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word was mude flesh, and dwelt among
us (und we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father), full of grace and truth.

15 John bare witness of him, und cried, saying. This
wis he of whom I spuke, He that cometh alter me is
preferved before me; for he wes before me,

16 And of his fulluess have we all re_eived, and grace
for grace.

17 For the law was
truth came by Je'sus C|

0 mun hath seen God at any time; the only be-
ul:en Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath
eclu i,

g;h'en by Mo’ses, but grace und
hrist.

General Statement,

We tarn from the Old Testament to the New, from
Maluehi to John; yet our first step is not forward, hut
backward. The fourth gospel takes its station, not with
the first and the third, at the cradle of Christ, but ut
the beginning of time. The writer seems to he stand-
ing upon the newly ereated world, and as he turns his
eyes buck into the darkness of the past, he beholds One
living us the Word of God. sharing in the divine nature
before the universe begau to be. By his hand the
worlds were shaped and swung in space, snd long he-
fore man came his ransom had heen provided. The
Gospel writer hints at the appearances of Christ before
his coming in the flesh, and declares that he is the light
which, coming into the world, lights every man. The

to One greater, who though following him was yet be-
fore him in existence. and above him in rank. "~ After
him appears the Word himself, God's Son in mortal
flesh. He comes to his own nation, & nation prepared
b{ twenty centuries of training, yet he is rejected by
his own. Ouly u few out of the multitudes recognize
him as the light of the world, and these few receive s
their reward the adoption of sons in the kingdom of
God. The ur‘usue pauses in his story to tell of the full-
nees which they receive, and the grice adided to grace
which is lavished upon them. He tells us that Moses
brought the restrictions of the Inw, but Jesus Christ
came bearing the liberty nnd grace of the Gospel : that
though God was revealed dimly in the ancient IIII{'A‘ in
h f ion of Jesus Christ he was shown ln all

days of his incarnution draw near, and the ger,
of whom our last lesson spoke, comes forward. John
the Baptist uppears to bear witness, not to himself, but

Expianatory and
Verse 1. In the beginning was. Not that he who
is here named had a definite point of heginning: hut
that when the universe began to he he alrendy was ex-
I:tin:. The o name evidently referring to
Christ. It represents him as the one who appears not
only a8 God's messenger, but as the one in whom God's
word dwells and from whom it shines forth, in whom
the very nature and mind of God are reveaied. Was
with God. That Is, this personality called the Word
was existent in the very beginning, before ereation, as a |
Kun of God. Was God. Not as an inferior nature, |
utas God himself, This verse proclaims the high plat-
form of this zospel, the essential deity of Jesus Christ,

2. In the beginning with God. A repetition of the |
second elanse of the preceding ver<e, to emphasize the |
truth that while there is but one God, there is more |
thun one personality in God, |

3. AL “A grand word," snvs Bengel " vhieh |
the whole universe is denoted." s M"!!h'; [
Greek student will note that g different verh i< nsed in !
this verse from that in the preceding verses, Hitherto |
the worq 18 % was: * now it is ** began to he or ' was |
created.” By him, We read elsewhere, in Paul's |
epistles, that the Son was the agent throngh whom the I

‘ther made all things, Not any thing made, Liter.
ally, * not even one thing." John takes groun against
those thinkers, ancient and modern, who nssert that
mitter is eternal. He declares that every heing and
esery atom in the universe eame from the creative hand
of the pre-existent Son of God.

4. In him was life, The word in the ori ere is
20¢, which in the New Testament {s nsed exﬂ’v‘lﬂv"el?t‘lf |
spiritual, never of animal, life. So that this verse means
that Christ is the sonree from which comes the trne, |
divine life to men. The light of men, The reveln. |
tion of Christ is the light, shining dimly in the OlQ
Testament, and leading up to the full noon-tile of the
Gos, "d.o' men. Not for Jews merely, but for 1)

e
his glory.

Practical Notes,

‘The light shineth in kness, Christ has re
ed him<elf in every age. by creation, by providence,
by the strivings of the Spirit, by the conrse of events,
by the revelutions of prophets, and by the dim intima-
tions of even the heathen conseinusness, The dark.
ness, The darkness of sin and ignorance, which has
enshronded the world in all ages, Even among God's
chosen peaple there were hut few who saw the light of
trnth, and in Christian land< now trne helievers are
stll in the minority. Comprehended it not, Rev.
Ver.. *uapnrehended it not.* A dark bnt tenthful
picture of the great mass of humanity, which will not
see God nor come to the light,

6, There was a man, Rev, Ver., “ There came a
man," literally, * heran to he a man."” in contrast with
the eternal Word. Sent from God, The word trang-
Inted senf is that from which comes "n‘mullr." and
this might read ““a man anostled of God,” or sent as a
messengzer from God. Whose name was John. There
were two John« in the time of Christ; and in all the
other gospels they are carefully dl-ungnl-hcd as *“John
the Bapti<t," and ** John the brother of James.” The
fourth gospel names only one John, from which it
might be inferred that its author was the other,

7. The same, This John was the son of Zacharing
and Elizabeth. and second consin to Jesns, who was six
months younzer. He was horn in Juden, grew up in
the desert, und proclaimed in the wilderness by Jordan
the speedy anpearance of Chri-t, r 8 witness,
Rather, < in Rev, Ver., * for witness,” not to be a wit-
ness hy seeing, but to hear witness by testimony. Of
the Light. That is. of him who has been already de-
clared to be the light of men, That all men. Acain,
**all men," and not *“all the people,” as if refersing to
the Jews. The horizon of this hook i not bounded by
any lines of race or nation. Might helieve. Might
see Christ as the light and aceept him as their lite, and
trnst in him as their Savionr. (1) Teacher. your mis-
:"g,» is that of the prophat, to bear witness that others may
h There
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8. He wasnot that Light,  When John the evangel- |

ist lived there were still u few who were inclined to
place John the Buptist on an equality with, or even
superior to, the Saviour; hence this emphatic declra-
tion from one who had been a disciple of the Buptist,
Sent to bear witness. Other prophets had seen the
hght in vision, and pointed onward toward it, John
alone of the prophets conld procliim what he himself
bad seen. (2) The weightiest testimony is that of per-
sonal experience,

9. That was the true Light, 7yue is here opposed
not only to the false, but also to the imperfect. John's
light was true in one sensi or it wus genuine; but it
wis u reflection of the light, a toreh lit from the
sun. Lizhteth every man. A strong de ion, yet
true to the letter, for there is not a soul on earth which
has not received some light from Christ,  'that cometh
into the world, The best expositors agree that this
should be **coming into the world,” muking the cluuse
refer to Christ, and not to * every man.” Christ, com-
ing into the world, brings light to every man.

10. He wasin the world, This verse refers to the
presence of Christ in the world before his coming in
the flesh,  He was in the world by hisspirituul presence,
which men might have apprehended if they had sought
to know God. The world was made by him. And
therefore should have known its Maker and King.
The world knew him not. The great muss of the
world took no thought of the divine presence, and
cherished no spivitunl aim, (3) Most men find what they
seek and few seck after God.

11. He unto his own. This verse might be
translated, ** He came unto his own land, and his own
people received him not.”” Out of all the world, God
chose Juden as the land for the manifestution of hix Son,
and trained its people for twenty centuries to receive
hin.  His own received him not. Though he wus
their long-expected Mesginh, and fulfilled all the
prophecies, yet they rejected him, Only u few of the
nation believed in Jesus und became his followers;
while the great mass of Israel rejected Christ, and lost
their national opportunity.

12. As many as received him. Only a few from
his own nation, but many out of the Gentiles. Received
him, Ilitemll‘y. **took hold of him," uppropriated him
by fuith as their Savionr; a privilege which every soul
may possess, Gave he power. Rather, us in Revised
Version, *‘the right," or privilege. To become the
sons of God. Those who uccept Jesus as their Saviour
by that act cease to be aliens and hecome children; a
privilege higher than the rank of a prince, for by it they
obtain a goodly fellowship and a glorioug inheritance.

fo them that believe on his name. * To believe

% to believe with full purpose, to trust one's self im-

plicitly to. One bhelieves on a bridge, who trusts him-

self to walk upon it; on Christ, who casts all his hope
of salvation upon him.

Which were horn, That is, those who receive

Clrist by believing on him are horn agnin, or trans-
formed in their nature. Not of blo Spiritual birth
has no relation to natural, or, as ullinn says, *“ A
Christian_mother does not give hirth to n Christian
10, Parents can lead their children to Christ, hut
cannot make them Christians. Nor of the will of

No mun by an operation of his own will can
change himself from a sinner to a saint. But of God.

For God as the author of life alone can impurt Lis own
life to souls dead in sin,

14. The Word was made (Rev. Ver.,* became ") flesh,
This being, who was ** very God," becume * very man,"
possessing i human body und soul, yet beingat the s
time God, in a mysterious union; which the apostles
understood no better than we do. Dwelt among us,

| Literally, **tubernacled among us,” living, not perma
| nently, but for a time, ux inu tent. Christ's earthly
| life wus thirty-three years long. We beheld his glory,

John elsewhere speuks of the glory of Christ as
manifested in his miracles: but there is nlso a special
reference here to the transfiguration on Mount Hermon.
As of the only begotien of the Father. 1is glory
was #uch as the Son of God might be expected to sh
forth, not that of crowns and robes, but that of gracious
deeds, divine utterances, and the gurrender of himself
todie for men, Full., Notice that this clause is con-
nected, not with the one immediately pr reding it, but
with the former part of the verse. Full of grace aud
truth, * Grace to bring ealvation to wan; fHruth 1o
guide him in the way to thai salvation,"— Wedon.

15. John. Johnthe Baptist, ke John already named
inverse 6, Cried, nyln{; This does not refer to any
one utterunce of John the Baptist, but was the sunnmary
of his teaching concerning Christ. He that cometh
after me. In Ll’nn birth, which was after that of John
the Baptist, Is preferred before me. Rev. Ver., * is
hecome before me: " takes precedence us the gy Py
Even dohn the Baptist, the greatest of the prophets,
recognized himself as infinitely inferior to Christ. He
was hefore me, By his divine existence in eternity
from the beginning,

16. And. This verse does not belong to John the
Buptist's testimony, but is the gospel-writer's comment,
Fullness. The full measure of those gifts and graces
which Jesus Christ possessed by nature as his right.
Have all we received. We, in the lunguage of this
apostle, both in the gospel and the epistle, meuns those
who huve accepted Christ by faith., Grace for grace,

iruce upon grace, that is, fresh and abundant bestow.

ments of gruce; or else grace bestowed upon his
ch'rldren. corresponding with gruce pussessed by him-
self.

17. For the law. The writer designs to show the
contrngt between the law, which gave commm.d and
threatening, with the (-‘oTvl which offers grucious
promiges und privileges, Given by Moses, Moses
gave the lnw, but it wus as agent or niessenger, not ns
author, Grace and truth, Grace in the mer cy which
was offered. and fruth in the revelation which was
delivered, By Jesus Christ. Not only ae ite mes-
senger, but as its author and giver. (4) Let us be
zl'{l[/(fll[ that we live under the Gospel rather than under
e law.

18. No man hath seen God. God is pure spirit,
and not to be seen with fleshly eyes. He has shown
himeelf in varions forme to men, but not in his original
being.,  The only-begotten mon. Who is one with
God, sharing in his nature, and is therefore competent
to reveal him to men. as_far u« men have eapacity to
receive the revelation. He hath declared him. "'We
know more of God from the Old Testament than from
all the rest of ancient literuture und all human phi-
losophy, and we know far more of God from the New
Testament than from the Old,

HOME RE 3
M. The Word made flesh. John 1. 1-18.
. "The Word in the beginning. Prov. 8. 22-32.

W. The Word with God. Heh. 1. 1-14.
4.

Th."The power of the Word. Psa. 39, 1-11,

" The Word made Life. 1John 5. 1-15.
8. The Word the Light of the world. John 8. 12-32
8. The coming of the Word declared. John 1. 19-34,

GOLDEN TEXT.

The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, |

John 1. 14,

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 11, Dominion Hymnal,
Jesus ! the Name high over all,
In liell, or earth, or sky.

No. 42, Dominion Hymnal,
Saviour, more than life to me,
1 am elinging, clinging close to thee
Let thy precious blood applied,
Keep me ever, ever near thy side,

No, 58, Dominion Hymnal,

Come, every soul by sin oppressed,
There's mercy with the Lord,

TIME.—B. C. 4,

RULERS.—Octavianus (commonly called Augnstus
Cresnr), second emperor of Reme (Julins Coosar being
reckoned by modern historians us the first); Herod the
Great, king of Judea,

"RODUCTION.—This i <imply the apostle’s in-
roduction to the history he i< ahbout to write. Olqd
Testament history here closed. Tt lnst word was to
point to the Mesginh to come,  New Testament history
hegins,  Its first word ix to declare the coming of the

per!
W
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Messiah. There is no history in this lesson except the What does he show us as our Light? The hlack.
record of verse 6. We elsewherelearn of this John thut  ness of our sins, 3 )

he was our Lord’s cousin, and six months older than what does he tell us as the Word of Gods Of
our Lord.  Of our Lord we elsewhere learn of his birth = God’s wonderful love and mercy and fuﬂ:he:u',u_.
at Bethlehem. his life in Egypt, and his return to Nuza- | . Who refused to receive him as their Light # 'I'he
reth.  T'he next lesson will begin the history. Jews, his own people.,

i s he give to those wh v t Power
DocTriNAL SUGGEsTION.—The incarnation of Christ. mm"‘_“.ﬂz’:l::ﬂ,:‘?zrl.’g;‘.“ OTeceive hitn

Whatis that power ¥ Power to grow pure and hol A
QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS, ks Gag. el ¥

1. The Word With God, v. 1-5, Who alone can give us that power ? Christ Jesus,

7 7 Whom did God send to bear witness to the Light of
|||\\leql-1:;~\§:rﬁl:‘n'” are asserted concerning “ the Word " thg“;orhl ’I )J()lhll Ihe' l?lp,lhli‘ the Goliden Text
oy g "hat did John procluim ? ( epeat the Golden Text,
M'.‘.’t'zu'l".;'{?ﬁlhx o‘c'::h‘:zoi:du:ught by these verses ¥ What is the meaning of the * Word made flest ¥ '
What is a word ) Christ took our weak and suffering nature to he his
Why is Christ called a word ¢ e - é
How is the sinful condition of men exhibited in ho‘l‘yhi‘lifgl:)lln{i :‘.t‘}",‘ﬁ;":}." m"“"”‘l' The glory ofa

ver,5? 3 i 3 jo's lw ¢
How does the Golden Text sustain your answer to a::g L::;s :3 :',":,'3’,' ;aogzd]};“ld\'en::r:;um 1 Beows
Question 2¢ Christ. )

2. The Word )
What way did
Christ had come ?

e Flesh, v, 6-18, Words with Little People,

d provide to aunounce to men that 1 yonq}mt Jesus in the place of *“‘the Word* in the

’\\‘Ilnst prop;net had foretold that such a messenger 9)}'.‘”‘"" f;",p:l::},'z‘; ,’,':,'.'y:",:wz‘:},’;ttw},}f”‘;ﬂm',,.u,'

show'd come = Jesus, the King of Glory, once was a child (ike you;
What historic fct is foreshadowed by ver. 11 ¢ Think you not he's forgotten, it was long, long ago;
What fuct of grace is suggested by verses i2, 13 # No, the dear Lord remembers; O and he loves you'so!
On what plain condition do these verses make salva- Loves you for aye and forever: it was fo you he came,

tion rest ? 4 “ ”
In the rlnn or‘;:od for the world what part did Moses ~ Deep in his heait is graven every childish name."

perform ¥ ver. 17,

. What was Christ's offer # ver, 17, 18, THE LESSON CATECHISM,

[For the entire school.]

1. What is the openlnwntenee of the Gospel accord-

ing toJohn ¢ *“In the ginning was the %ﬂl’l’."
» Who is meant by the Word ¢ The Son of God.

3. What is said of him before he came to earth ¢
“The Word was God,”

4. What does the Golden Text say of the coming of
God's Son to earth ¥ ¢ The Word,” ete,
8. What did Christ come to bring? Grace and

Practieal Teachings.
I. Christ is able to save hecanse—
1. He is almighty, ver. 8.
2. He is all loving, ver. 11.

But remember Christ's might eannot save one in hiz
gins, and his love cunnot saveone who will not re-
ceive him,

IL John was content to be not s master, but only a
servant ; not the light, but only a witness—a sign- | gy
board by the road-side. . What right and privilege does he give to those

HIL In thislexson there is love for me—do T merit it ¢ ’ Power to beco ns of God.
An example of loyal humility—do 1 follow it ¥ A Who reesive himt Y SRR SR

way shown by which I can become a son of God— — — —
have I walked it ? TEXTS AT CHURCH.

OPRIRG TW.s o o50nesnrannarsissnnseions

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,
1. The Word With God, v, 1-5,
Who was “ut the beginning #
Who is meant by “ the Word #*
What does Paul'say of Jesus in Col.11. 17t
t

With whom was the Word presen ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE.
Who is the Word declared to be ¥

How long has the Word existed ¥ Aspects of Christ.
Who are declared to be one and the same God? L Tur Worp or Gon.

Boondng T®l...ccovieenninsincnenss

1.John 5. 7, The Word was with God....was God. v. 1.
By whom were all things created ? See Col, 1.16. “ . " v
In what way were men‘to he blessed through him ? Tis name is called The Word of God." Re.
How may men find life and light ¥ 19, 13,
2. The Word Made Flesh, v, 6-18, | “‘Untothe Son....Thy throne, O God." Heb, 1. 8.
l\.}')h;nv;m:n was dlvlnel;;um. { ’ II. Tue CrEATOR OF THE WoRLD,
Or what purpose was e sen g
What -Ine!thg true light do for men ? Al things were made by him. v. 3, .
What claim hud Jesus upon men ? | ** By whom also he made the worlds.” Heb. 1. 2,
How was he treated # *“By him were all things created.” Col, 1. 16
What blessing is given to those who receive him ? | 11, Tue Live or Mex,
What was John's testimony about Jesus # | il ’
What are his special gifts to men ? | In him was life. v. 4.
By whom is God reveuled to men ¥ | ** Broughtlife and immortality to light.” 2 Tim. 1.10.
Teachings of the Lesson, ** Christ, who is our life.” Col. 3. 4,

Where in this lesson do we learn—1. That Jesusis IV. The Liont or Mex.
one with God the Father? 2, That Jesus gives to both The true Light, which lighteth every man, v. 9,
body ;md soul ? 8. That Jesus is the way out of durk- | ‘I am the light of the world.” John 8. 12,

i | “Alight to lighten the Gentiles.” Luke . 32,

QUESTIONS F¥OR YOUNGER SCHOLARS, | V. Tur Sox or Max.
a::mt is g'hrlnt cn}lsd in cgull Imoan ? The \'\l'.ord. . The Word was made flesh. v. 14, .
pross s of & word or words tous ? To help ** God was manifest in the flesh.” 1 Tim. 3. 16,
s express our thoughts and feell . y ”
Conld w: undenlnnfl en.c;oth:: wl'::;uet"ura'i:‘;?ordﬂ ‘Took upon him the form ofa servant.” Phil. 2. 7.
No* “stinetly or easily, VI. Tue S8ox or Gon,

o7 08 Christ God's Word ? Because he makes 5
u«‘;‘@h-ylt:- and ;;o'th Wil clear and plain tous. = 72":,"‘,’: |W- m;ub"e :).::d:‘:: » Matt, 8. 17,

n o this ecause t il " Joh,
the world, - o ‘“He gave his only begotten Son." John 3. 16,
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THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.
What Christ Brings to Us.

1. Christ brings to us God's word, because he is *‘ the
Word,” revealing the very thought of God. Just as a
prince brings to people the mind of his father the King,
just as the prime minister knows the secrets of the
government, so Christ brings to us the word of God.
v. 1-3.

2. Christ brings to us true spiritual life, He is ** the
life,”" and since only life can impart life, we can receive
the life of God into our natures only by coming into
fellowship with Christ. The earth is dead until the
living =eed is dropped into it; so our humanity, until
Christ enters it. v. 4.

8. Christ brings to us light, A room in darkness is
macde bright when a lamp is lighted in it. How dim and
feeble is our knowledge of God, of truth, of duty, and
of destiny, without Christ! How much we know when
he gives us light. v. 5-9.

4. Christ brings to us sonshin. Thiough him we re-
ceive the right to become children of God, a privilege
higher thun to be a prince on earth. When the young
Duke of Hamilton was dying he said to his brother,
“ Douglas, in an hour you will be a duke; but I shall
be a king 1" v, 10-13,

5. Christ brings to us grace, the news that we have
Gond's favor. Heathen peoples in every age have be-
lieved that the gods were unfriendly to men, and must
be appeased or placated. Christ comes as the token
that God's attitude toward the world is one of love,
v. 14-18,

An Hnglish Teacher’'s Notes on the |

Lessons.
BY BARAH GERALDINA STOCK.

Two or three years ago a town in the North of
Englund was in great need of water. The sources
close at hand were quite insufficient to supply the
want. Miles away, up among the lofty hills, en-
compassed hy wild crags, there lay in ealm and
wolitury freedom a pure, clear, unsullied lake,
Enough water there for the city’s necds! But the
toiling myriads below could never reuch it, and the
very iden of thut pure und lovely water, so secluded
that the eyes of the ordinary tourist seldom rested
on it, being utilized to mect the requirements of
dingy street and close alley, seemed ut first incon-

gruous.  Human skill and labor were, however, |

sufficient to bring the treasure stored up in the
heights down to the doors of the thirsty dwellers in
the city, and save them trom a famine (if we may so

speak) of water,  And human «kill has done more |

even than that, What seems further beyond the
reach of mortal hands than the lightning, shooting
through the heavens more rapidly than the eye can
follow ¥ And yet Benjamin Franklin suceceded in
attracting it xufficiently to discover its real nuture,
And that very electric fluid whieh mukes the
grindeur and the terror of the storm has been
brought to miniater to many of our common needs,
and bears our messages, swiftly and harmlessly,
from place to place.

John begins his Gospel by telling us of One high
above, not only our reach, but our very thought.
He leads us up higher thun the mountain lake,
higher than the lightning. The lake and the
lightning both had a beginning. The Oue of whom
he las totell us was in the beginning, He did
not begin when these began ; he was already. It is
he of whom the Psaln speaks:  * From everlusting
to everlusting thou art God.”  Psa. 90. 2. Aud not
only that, but luke and lightning, mountain und
storm, the earth snd the heuvens, were *made by
him, and without him was not any thing mude that
was made.” We can lhardly look up to such u
lofty height as this, but must say, like Duvid:
“Buch knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is
high ; T cannot attain unto it.”

I wue once reading a very fascinating book.
Further and further it led me on, until it got into
reulms beyond my understanding. I read on and
on, but it wasof nouse. The words I read con-
veyed no tungible idea to my mind. 8o I stopped
and put the book away. The matter was of no
actual importance to me, 1 could very well do
without it, But it is not so here. The wonderful
things of which John has to tell us are of the ut-
most importance, We cannot do without this One
who *“wus in the beginning.” We depend upon
him. We need him. For look what we next read :
“In him was life; and the life was the light of
men.” No life, no light, without him,

We need him, and we cannot reach up to him.
That is the state of the case. But the teacher muy
find his cluss have no scnse, or, at any rate, smull
sense, of that need. This does not alter the casc.
A little child cannot live without air, yet it is
entirely unconscious of the fuct—a fuct which older
ones know and recognize. We do all need lim,
But what then?  How was it possible for the nec:|
tu be met ¥

Read on and sce. “The light shined in dark-
ness.”  Like the sunshine, millions of miles beyond
our approach, yet pouring its health-giving rays
down over this earth, lighting up the deserts equally
with the fruitful field, and penetrating into lonely
nooks and obscure corners-so the Light of lights
shone down, He who could not be dimly reached
up to, chose in love and grace to manifest the life
and light which were alone in him. All the noble
impulses, all the pure feeling, all the deeds of self-
sacrifice which ndorned the ancient world, all of
good wherever it could be found, was a reflection of
the rays of the Sun of righteousness. But men did
not know it. “The light shincth in darkness ; and
the darkness comprehended it not.”

At length the duy eame when the light was to be
more fully manifested. Read on: * There wis o
man sent from God, whose name was John, The
same came for u witness, to bear witness of the
Light.” Andlo! while John is yet speaking and
preparing the minds of men for what is to come,
the Light ix among them—not shining from afar,

Something far more wonderful is our subject | hut actunlly in the midxt of them, Thirty years he

to-day.
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him.  “He was in the world, and the world was
mude by him, and the world knew him not.”

I have endeavored thus to suggest how the sub-
Jeet of our lesson may be introduced ; I can only
very briefly indicate the lines to be followed in
carrying it through,
¢. In what form did the Light appear among
ment Our Golden Text gives the answer: “ The
Word was made flesh.,” “I'he rnal, self-existent
One actually becume man—took human body and
human soul, for this is what the term * flesh
stands for—human nature in its mysterious com-
plexity,  And his glory, “the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father,” shone through this veil of
flesh, as the wonderful colors of sunlight shine
through a dewdrop, softened and brought down to
the limits of our feeble guze. Thus he revealed to
us the Father, Ver, 14, The holiness, the com-
passion, the love, the grace, the faithfuluess, of
God
Christ Tesus, And therefore he is called the Word,
sinee 1 is by words that persons roveul to others
their inner life and character. It we want to know
God we must study to know Christ,

Sccond. What followed the appearince of this
Liglit umong men? When tie electrie fluid is at
haud to do mun’s bidding he does not refuse Iy
when the refreshing waters are | rought to him from
the cool heights he does not reject them,  But when
the Word camie forth from the hosom of the Futher,

hen the Light came from above to brighten our
carthly pilgrimage, and give us joy and gladness
for all cternity, he was coldly re 1; he was
despi~ed; he was even rejected. ““le cume unto
id his own reccived him not.”

But some few were attracted by the shining frth
of his glory, They came near and * beheld ? him,
‘“full of grace avd truth,” and received him. And
here we close with another wonder.  The children
of earth, poor, sinful, frail human b ings, comparcd
in theirinsignificance and evanescence to the ** gruss
of the ficld »* (1 Pet, 1, 24), are by him grafted with
A hew nature, :nade partakers of his own nature

his own,

(2 Pet. 1, 4), and raiscd to the dignity and glory of |

“sons of God.”  Marvelous transformation !  But
how is it brought about? We shall sce in the next
lesson,

Berean Methods.
Hints for the Teachers' Meeting and the Class.

It might be well to open the lesson with a word-pict-
ure of St. John in Ephesns, in old age, the lust of the
Apostles on earth. The Church w a& now estublished,
And it doctrines had heen settled, but a fuller revela-
tion was needed, and John, who had dwelt in the very
heart of Christ, was the one to present it....Compare
theopening of this Rgospel with that at the beginning of
Genesis. ... Show the aspects in which Christ is re-
vealed to us in this lesson, for Which sce the Analytical
aud Biblieal Outline. of which the texts should be rend

by the scholars, while the teacherstates and illustrates |

each point....Show also the benefits which Christ
brings to us, as presented in the Thonghts for Young
Peuple...Alno, as an application, what are our duties

all were shown in the daily walk of the man |

| toward Christ, as suggested in this lesson ¥ 1) To ap
prehend Christ (Rev. Ver., ver, ) 2) To believe
In Christ (ver. 7). 8.) To receive Christ (vers, 11, 12),
4.) To enjoy our privileges in Christ (vers, 12, 13).

References. Freeman's Haxp Book. Verse 18:
In the bosom, 814,

CATECHISM QUESTION,

17. Ts this the reason why we believe the Old Testa.
ment ?

There are many other reasons, but this is the chief

reason. Our Lord honoured the Old Testament, and we
must honour it, and receive it as the word of God,

Blackboard,
BY J. B. PHIPPS, E8Q.

CReATO™

OIRSTWaRp:

WRAV 30?

The diagram makes ** Camist, THE WoRD " promi-
nent, as should be done in all Sunday-school teach-
ing. Heis the Creator of the world, He is the Saviouy
of the world. From him come all epiritual light and
spiritual life,

: (V)Vith God

” ne with God

THE Reservoir of Life
Divine Revealer

s
CHRIST,

| EXPLANATION., 1. “ With," Means one eternal, in-
| finite God. IL * One.” Not one of two, hut God him-
self. IIL “ Reservoir.” Inwhich alllife is stored, and
from whence all life and light flows. 1V, * Divine,»
Through whom God reveals Mimsellto man. The Light
| that reveals truth and love, Conclusion : Zhe Word is
Christ,

Lesson Word-Pictures,

A Light shining down through a prism of angels and
making a marvelous glow above the fields of Bethle-
hem. A Light shining at Nazureth through a child's
beautiful life, A Light #hining in the wilderness and
by the banks of the Jordan through words of wisdom
and love. A Light shining across the waters of Gali-
lee in a ministry to the sick and suffering. A Light
shining on a lonely mountain clope and breuking up the
night with the glories of the Transfiguration, A Light
that seems to expire nmid the g'oom of Gethsemnne and
the thick darkness of Calvary, but kindles again and
burst« from the tomh in the garden umid the #plendors
of the Easter Dawn,

'.
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Primary and Intermediate,
BY M. V. M.

LessoN Trouvaur. Jesus, God's Word to Us.

Ixtropverory. Tell that John, the apostle who
loved Jesus so truly when he was young, lived to be
very old, and loved him more and more all the time,
When an old man he wrote a book about Jesus, and we
are going to have lessons now from this book. Some
facts about John in his intercourse with Jesus
on earth would please the children, and they will be
interested to know that whenso old that he could no
longer preach long sermons he would just preach this
short, sweet sermon over and over again, * Little
children, love one another ! ™

Print “Word" on the board. Talk about words,

what they are, what they are used for, etc. Print |

“ Baby," and ask children what they think of when they
see the word. Help them to see that they think of a
real, live baby, little brother or sister perh:)s. Now

print ** Boat.” What do you see with the eye of your 1

mind when you look at this word? Not a person, this
time, but a thing, an object. Thus show that a word
ealls up the image of a person or thing, or helps to
clothe a thought or feeling.

JESUS IN THE BEGINNING.

Read from a Bible, the larger the better, verse 1.
Have it repeated, clause by clause. Then read, putting

. Jesus in place of Word. Tllustrate all things beginning

in God by showing an apple or other fruit, asking what
wus before the apple, what before the flower, what be-
fore the hud, the tree, the seed? Show that somew here
it bad a beginning, and that was God. Read verse 3,
and teach thut our beginning was in God, and without
him, Jesns, the Word, we should have no life. Call for
Golden Text. Hav2 it repeated with Jesns in place of
Word. Talk a little about the birth und life of Jesus,
and muke sun's rays on the board.

JESUS, ( OD'S WORD,

& Finish symbol, not yet put-
JESUS r ing in letters.  Show Bible:
£ LV | Is this book Jesus? No, but it
A (3 tells about him. The Word was
p 333 1 alive, ate and slept and talked,
//5[5% What for? Why did God send
=\ Jesus? Justas a word show.,
makes known something, a
VV\LO& person or thing or thought or
feeling, 8o Jesus makes known God, his thought, his
feeling for us. When we see the word “ Jesus," we
see God's love for us, Muake this thought clear to the
children by ample illustration, It is real and deeply
important truth, Tell what John's work wus—to tell
people to look at Jesus, the Light. He was not the
Light, but pointed to it. Sowe can point to Jesus, the

Word of God to us, and the Light of the world.

-

A.D. 27,
John 1, 358-81. [Commit to memory verses 40-42.)

35 Again the next day after. John
doM Ex #tood, and two of his disciples;
o of

36 And looking upon Je’sus as he

God |

E 37 And the two disciples heard
DSE *| him epeak, and they followed

ANV

e’sus,

38 Then Je’sus turned, and saw
them following, and saith unto
them, What seek ye? They said unto him, Rabbi
(which is to say, being intérpreted, Master), where
dwellest thou ¥

39 He saith unto them. Come and see. They eame
and saw where he dwelt, and abode with him that day:
for it was about the tenth hour.

40 One of the two which heard John speak, and fol-
lowed him. was An/drew, Si’'mon Pe’ter’s hrother.

41 He first findeth his own brother 8i’mon, and saith
unto him, We have found the Mes-si’as, which is, being
interpreted, the Christ,

42 And he brought him to Je’sus. And when Je’sus
heheld him, he gaid, Thou art 8i’mon the son of Jo'na:
thou shalt be called Ce’phas, which is, by interpreta-
tion, A stone.

43 The day following Jeé®us would go forth into Gal’-

General

For thirty years Jesus of Nazareth had heen growing
up into preparation for his work. John the Baptist had
stirred the people and made ready a chosen few, the
choicest spirits of their time, to receive their Lord. On
the afternoon of a certain day, the Baptist and two of
his followers were standing near the river Jordan,
probuhlﬁ upon its eastern bank, not far from the place
where their ancestors had walked across the flood, fif-
teen centuries before. One of these two disciples was
the practical Andrew, the other was the deep-thoughted
John, Tllef’ saw that their master the prophet was

azing steadfastly upon a stranger, who was passing by.
t was Jesus, who had just come from the wilderness of
temptation, and bore upon his face the serene look of
conquest, The Baptist pointed toward him, and said,
** Behold the Lamb of God!"™ We do not wonder that
after such an introduction the two young men left the

LESSON 11, THE FIRST DISCIPLES,

walked, he xaith, Behold the Lamb |

[April 11,
i-lee, and findeth PhiVip, and saith unto him, Follow
m

e,

44 Now Philip was of Beth-sa’i-da, the city of An’-
drew and Pe’ter,

45 Philip findeth Na-than/a-el, and saith unto him,
We have found him, of whom Mo’ses in the law. and
the prophets, did write, Je’sus of Naz'a-reth, the son
of Ju’seph,

46 And Na-than’a-el said_unto him, Can there any

| good thing come out of Naz’a-reth? Philip sait

unto him. Come and gee,

47 Je’sus gaw Na than‘a-el coming to him, and eaith

orlrlmy. Behold an Is’ra-el-ite indeed, in whom is no
nile !

¥ 48 Na-than’a-el saith unto him, Whence knowest thon

me ¢ Je'sus answered and said unto him, Before that

PhiVip called thee, when thou wast under the fig-tree,

I saw thee.

49 Na-than’a-el answered and &aith unto him, Rabhi,
thou art the Son of God; thou art the King of Is’ra-el.

50 Je'sus answered and said unto him, Because 1 said
unto thee, I saw thee under the fig-tree. believest thou ¥
thou shalt see greater things thun these,

51 And he saith unto him, Verily, verily, T say unto
you, Hereuafter ye shall see heaven open, and the angels
of God ascending and descending upon the Son of
man,

Statement,

side of their former teacher, and followed this new Star,
They spent the few hours of that day in converse with
the Saviour, and left his presence fully believing in him
08 the Messiah of Israel. Each sought his own brother
with the glad news that the Consolation of their people
had come, _Andrew found his brother first, and led him
to Jesus, He had been before Simon the son of Jonas;
he i8 henceforth to be known throughout the world as
Peter, the Rock. On the next day another disciple is
added to_the little company, and he in turn brings
another, Nathanael, who at first doubts, but at one
glance into the Saviour's face, and one sentence of
{)OWI‘I' from his Illps. aceepts him as the Son of God and

he King of Israel. Thus the little company grows, and
in the first two days of its history !heChurcEl which isto
embrace the whole world counts six members around

its Head.
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e ———
Explonatory and Practical Notes,

Verse 35. Again the nextday, The duy ufter John expected as the deliverer ind prince of their nation,
the Buptist pointed to Jesus and suid, ** Behold the | Bei interpreted, the Christ. Jolhn transiates the

John. Not Johy the evangelist who writes this record,
but John the Baptist, who wus Just now closing his
ministry. Stood. Rev. Ver,, * was stunding; ' a8 if in
silent expectution of the Suviour's coming. Two of
his l;-rhlplfn. ();w \'mn Andrew (I\'ur. 40), the ohlmr
was John himself. who is now tel ing us of his first riots posxib > ), 4 imon the
sight of Jesu~, un event never to be forgotten, 5}‘:;."‘:'“.'"' ' i .lsﬂ:";l:’ z‘l'l“:"::,‘, 3!'30':“'._ ;:‘:.

ev,
36. Looking upon Jesus, The expression indicates | hud never met him fore, yet he displayed a divine
an_earnest looking, a penetrating glince, Aw he knowledge of his character and history, “Thow shalg
walked. He had just come from the temptation in the  he calle Cephas. A Hebrew word meaning ** rock,"
wilderness, and was now ready to begin his Father's Perhups referring to the strength of his charucter, per-
work, Behold the Lamb, A sentence of mighty seli- | haps to his rank us the founder of the Church by his
denial, for the speaker knew full well that it would cost I nohle confession of Jesus us ** the Christ, the Son of the
him the loss u} his own dlucl'nlex. that his own light iving God." Matt, 16, 16, By interpretation, A stone,
must pale before the rising of the Sun. The Li of | Rather. us in the Rev. Ver. * Peter.”  Aguin John
God refers not only to the urity of Jesus, but to the

e

fact of his sacrifice for the sins of the world. T'he us .
of this expression here shows the deep spiritual in- 43, The doy following. This chapter notes the oc.

sight of John the Baptis nto the scheme of redemp.- currences of four consecutive days, a characteristic of
"5,"" (1) The mm,,,,‘,p:,'flulwy teacher is that ;,‘;:,‘,b_ John 8 gospel, which more l.l!nn any other has the pre-
clsion of un eye-witness, * See how closel "' mays
ing to the Lamb of God. Bishop Hall ouylhls verse, ““ Christ applied h%mnell’ ';o
37. Heard him speak, They had seen him point to | his business | Go forth, From J:a valley of the
Jesus before, und now they understood this as : sug-  Jordun, perhaps not fur from the Deud Sea, though
gestion to seek Jesus. They followed Jesuy, Notin | Conder thinks he was then Just gouth of the Sea of
the sense of discipleship, us the same men ufterwy Galilee. Into Galilee. The northern of the three
followed Jesus,but litery ly, ** they went after him; * de- rmvlnm west of the Jordun, and the one which Wil
siring a better acquaintance, Yya! this was the day of | the home of Jesus, He was on his way to attend the
their conversion, for it was the beginning of their fel- wedding at Cunu, related in the next chapter,
lowship with and faith in Jesus. I'Mllp.l Allmt:wrluf ‘I’IIE twelve upnst.ljeu',lnnd& of
ctical mind, who did not possess Jol n's deep spir-
38. Then Jesus turned, He wus aware of their m}:\l penetration, but requlrecrw have truth Imul'e \Iery
purpose, and met them half-wuy in it. (2) So Christ is clear before he conld apprehend it. See John 6. 5; and
consclous of each soul that takes a step toward himself, | 14, 8, 9. Perhaps it was well for us thut there was such
@) ** Qur Lord almays we'comes and ‘waits for those who |  nuture among the twelve, to bring the divine teaching
seek him."—Peloudal, Salth unto them. The evan- to our level, Follow me, In the gospels these words
gelist John has not forgotten the first words which he always uppe:r to be a call to become u digciple ; 8o that
heard from the lips of Jesus, What seek yel Not if Andrew was the first to seck Christ, Philip was the
; whodm seek yekr ™ In’n ";‘:‘vlmt #" that is, for what ml'r- one first called.
pose do you seek me © question was not asked in
ignorancs, for he knew thel?- inmost thoughts, but to 44, Now Phillp. We must not confuse this Philip
draw out their desires, Rabbi ..Master.” Rabbiisn  with the other Philip who talked with the Ethiopian.
Hebrew word, meaning master or teacher, John trans-  Acts 8. Bethsaida. * Fishtown," a village on the
lntes it for the benefit of his Greek readers, Notice north of the Sen of Galilee, where the river Jordan
that the same word in Matthew's ospel remains un- | flows into it. The eity of Andrew and Peter. Pper.
translated, for Matthew wrote {f,, Jews. Where | haps their birthplace, for the other gospels hint that
dwellest thou?  Better A8 in Rev. Ver., *“where | their business was at Capernanm, and that Peter
;lbldeall.)thou "' for the reference is not to a permanent | resided there. Murk 1. 16, 21, 20; Luke 4, 31, 38,
rome, but tc a temporary stopping-place, They desired
an_opportunity hir exlyendg(l c‘gn'l\'arsnﬂun. f ) The 45, Philip findeth Nathanael, Tt s noticeable that
heart that hungers after Christ is not content with @brigf | each one of these earliest disciples fonnd nnother. and
meeting, but desires constant communion, thus thelittle company grew. Nllh'lmm-l is Bupposed
39. Come and see, Such is the “invitation of "n m:’v:’ :\?81':::;‘!?“:;‘%!‘ ::neﬂr:am‘::'l'gru;ll;ge{:n.\rt;nlnelorglt;’\:r;
Christ still, to come by faith and then to ase personal | from Cana in Galilee. We have found him, Notice
pxperience. Abode ‘with him tlat day, John his | the eagerness und enthusiaem of these young converts
not told ns what was said in that wonderful conversa- in thélr testimony. Of whom Moses, ““The Jyw "
tion, the first of many with his Lord; but its result was was the general terin for the five books of Moses, which
conviction and a strong 'faith that both of | the Jews of that age found full of predictions of the
Whene went forth saying. *“ We have found the Messiah, And the prophets. Nearly all the hoole
Messiah 1™ (5) 7ose 10ho will eandidly meet Christ | whieh we eall |I|I(0l'|(‘!:|| were r;ckum-d as “ the former
will believe in him. It was about the tenth hour, prophets “.hy the Jews, while the pro’ph»ﬂmﬂ books
The ancients divided the day 1rom runrise tosunset into | were called ** the Intter prophets.” Jesus of Nazaroth,
:}vl;:‘ilmnm. 0 that this would be four o'clock in the John gives no aceonnt of the enrly history of Jesus,
! on, mlt"n mnll;e tl?]n“ one pl:w; lhnwn,thnlhhe kn:w of zl'lln
40. One of the two, The other was hirth at Bethlehem and his early life at Nazareth,
John himeelf, who every-where n\'n’ill: |l|:'::|lx?vl|lr‘|'r':|d!* wie son of Joseph. Philin here Fheaks of Jesns a8 he
his own vame, Andrew, He was a flsherman of Gali- | V8 generally mentioned, Joseph the carpenter being
lee, living at Bethsaida, and in artnership with his | M reputed fither,
brother Simon, He s menﬂone(r but three times in 46. Can there any good thing? Nazareth wae a
this gospel, and every time it 18 suggested or stated | eyl village, held in" contemnt by the neighboring
:llm he )hl:ou_{ghz some one to Jesus: so we may ta plul-.t'-. a8 (‘In'llle‘n itself was despised by Juilen, Na-
_'0'““““" t "-t'.‘ pe of the individunl worker, who seeks | thanael wns nnwilling to believe J:M «uch a place conld
oneata time, ;}le‘ !’;m ;\'{e;};’h ";, lr;m-l. () 'Ifo:;! ‘v'nrmz‘ ]m-lmm;
AL, He fiest findeth, The expression intimates ristianity hefore they have evamined it. Come an
that e 5w see. 8o deen i Philin's conviction, that he is sure
lgmin went to find his own brother, and that Nathanael will he convinead if he will only see Jene,

Andrew f,
hould begin' af ono 1o ro s, @ gicto dlreinis | (10) T et oy i e i s, 1% by argument. bt by

hest place in which to begin Christian work is at home, experience,

H_l- own brother Simon, Ay is often the case, the 47. Jesns saw Nathannel, How deep that divine
Worker for one soul that dny wrought better than he | incight ! (11) Zet us not Lorget that those same eyes see
knew, for he led to Jesus one Wwho was destined to he | s through and through. ﬂgmld an Israelite indeed,

Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world | ’ Hebrew term for the benefit of his Gentile readers,

42. He brought him, We may not be able to preach
great sermons, like Peter, but we ean bring our friends
to Jesus, like Andrew, Jesus beheld him, The orig-
inal here indicates a fixed, penetrating look, Rev. Ver,,

It was a look which suw ull the

* looked npon him,*
I

translates the Hebrew word into its Greek equivalent,

the chief of the twelve and u fonnder of the Church, | One who in_«pirit and character ig what an Israelite

(8) No one knows what great results may follow Jvom a | should be. In whom is no guile, The word in the

word in season. We have found the Messins, T)o original §8 that translated ‘“&nbtlety "' in Gen, 27. 35,

llehrcw“wurd Messiah, meaning the same s the Greek | It might he }mmphrnuenl : **Behold one who has the
rist, ** the Anointed; " the person whom the Jews | true 8pirit of

srael, in whom is nothing of Jacob."
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48, 49. Whenee knowest thon met Tle was |
startled 10 meet On e who conid vead hig inmost thouzht, |
and he might we Vhen thou wast under the |
fig-tree. Perhaps he had been there in meditation and
prayer immediately before Philip called for him. Thou
art the Son of God. In a moment he pusses from
ecornful unbelief to a strong and lofty faith. and makes |
w clearer confession thun any other of the disciples had

et given,
. , 51. 'Thou shalt see greater things, Miracles

which would far surpass that which he then witnessed,
Heaven open.  ‘The heavens were opened for
Christ to descend, and have remuined open ever since
through him. Angels of God. Referring to the com-
munion between redeemed souls on earth and divine
beings in heaven through the medium of Christ Jesus,
All the intercourse between God and man is throngh
Jesus, who stands a8 Jucob's ladder on earth, yet reach-
ing up to heaven.

HOME READINGS.
A The first disciples. John 1. 35-51.
7. The disciples’ strength, John 15. 1727,
W, The test of discipleship, Matt. 10. 3242,
7h. Blessings to disciples. Matt. 5. 1-16.
F. The twelve disciples. Mutt, 10, 1-15,
8. The seventy sent. Luke 10. 1-16.
#. The joy of discipleship. Luke 10. 17-24.

GOLDEN TEXT,

The two disciples heard him speak, and they fol-
lowed Jesns, John 1. 87,

LESSON HIYMNS.
No. 51, Dominion Hymnal.

Saviour, while my heart is tender,
1 would yield that heart to thee.

No. 50, Dominion Hymnal,

‘Wand'rer, come, there's room for thee
At the cross of Jesus,

No. 56, Dominion Hymnal.

Hark ! 'tis the voice of the Saviour,
Tenderly calling us home,

TIME.—Probably during the year A. D. 27, und early
in the year, as it was before the first Passover of his
ministry.

PLACE.—Bethabara, east from Jernsalem, a ford of
Jordan, where John had baptized. The place of gath- |
ering was across the river; hence, Bethabara beyond
Jordan, l

RULYRS.—Tiberius. third emperor of Rome, calling |
Julius Cresar the first ; Pontius Pilate, the sixth procu-
ratcr of Juden; Herod Antipas, tetrarch of Galilee
Philip, tetrarch of Iturea and Trachonitis § Lysunias,
tetrarch of Abilene ; and Annug and Cuiaphas, high-
priests.

CONNECTING LINKS.--The boyhood of the two
men introduced in the last lesson has passed. One, the
Nazarite from the wilderness of En-Gedi, has nearly
folfilled his work. Theother, the carpenter's Son from
Nazareth, has not yet begun his, but is at its threshold.
John has baptized Jesus, and he has gone into the
Monntain of Quarantania and been tempted of the
devil. He has come again toJordan, and John has wit-
nessed * this is the Son of God." The eftect of it ull
appears in our lesson,

DocTRINAL SuGGEsTION.—The Lamb of God.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,

1. Pointing to the Lamb, v. 85, 36,

By what singular title is Jesus here called ?

What would such a nume naturally suggest to one
who knew Jewish history ¢

What are the characteristice of the lamb among ani-

mals

What were the traits of Jesus' character ?

What is it possible that the two disciples thought ?
2. Following the Lamb, v, 37-40,

What does the Golden Text say they did ?

In what did this followtng result ? ver. 88.

"ow’ did they acknowledgze that he was their su-
perior

© Who were the two diseiples ?

What i# known about Andrew ? Matt. 4. 18, 19; John
6.8.9; 12. 20, 22,
3. Leading to the Lamb, v, 41-51,

What reagon i8 given in ver. 41 for the following
mentioned in ver. 87 ¢

Which disciple followed without being called or led
to Jerus ¥

Which one did Jesus call ¢

Which one showed his fumiliarity with Seripture ?

What was there in Philip’s speech that made Na-
thanael doubt ?

Why should this make him doubt ?

What promise did Jesus muke for the future ?

Practieal Teachings.

1. Andrew heard but a single sentence—** Behold the
Lamb!" It was enough for him. But ]l the Lamb's
wonderful life is not enough for gome, I# it for you ¥

2. Andrew is not much spoken of in the Bible story.
But x’nll the while he was bringing others to Jesus. Are

you

: 8. Jesus turned to see Andrew following, and wel-
comed him. Huve you tried what he MI‘l do if you
follow him ¥

4. Nathanael's conversion was instantaneons, He
saw, heard, believed, and confessed. Have you? You
may be saved now. Will you ¥

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,

1. Pointing to the Lamb, v. 35, 36,

After what event was this the * next day "

Who were with John ?

To whom did he call their attention ?

What title did he give to Jesus ¥

When previously had he given him this title ?
2. Following the Lamb, v, 87-40,

What did John's disciples do ¥

Who noticed their follm\'lni; ?

What question did he agk them ¥

What was their answer ¥

‘What invitation did they accept *

What was the name of one of the disciples ?
3. Leading to the Lamb, v. 41-51,

Whom did Andrew first seek *

What did he tell him ¥

‘Where did he !ead him ?

What name did Jesus give to Simon ¢ Matt. 16 18,

What townsman of the brothers was next called ?

Whom did Philip bring to Jesus ¢

What did Jesus say to him ¢

dllu;v did he convince Nathanael of his divine knowl-
edge
What was Nathannel's confescion ¢
What approval of his faith did he receive ?

Teachings of the Lesson,

Where in this lesson do we find—
1. The call to service ?
2. The testimony of faith ?
8, The reward of faith ¥

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,
‘What did John the Baptiet proclaim Jesus to be?
b of God

Why ? Because e was slain as ifice for sin.
Who heard these words of John? 'F'wo of his

disciples,

What did they do? They left him and followed
Jeaus, (Repeat the Golden Text.)

How did Jesus receive them ! He took them to his

ome.

What did they become ? His disciples.

What were the names of these disciples? Andrew
and John,

What did Andrew do? He brought Simon, his
brother, to Jesus,

What did Jesus tell him? *“ Thou shalt be called

cwhn.
hat is the meaning of Cephas ¢ Peter.
What did Jeeus say to Philip? ¢ Follow me,”

How man ne are shown to have followed Jesng
‘in this lmo{:g " e

What did Philip tell his friend Nathunael ¥ * We
have found Jesus of Nazareth.”
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What dic Vathanael become$ A disciple of Jesus, | 2. The kingdom growsgradually, It did not at once
“‘h'"d"(:'.‘f""' promise Nathunael ¢ That he should leap into large numbers, * First the blade, then the
see great things, W et 9 Brers: tw .
By what other name is Nuthanael known § By the | T} " two, four, six believers; twelve disciples follow.
name of Bartholomew, | ing Jesus, a hundred and twenty at the close of his

What does Jesus sy to each one of us § « Follow ' earthly life, three thousand on the day of Pentecost, It
me.”

Words with Little People has advanced, but not in a sudden or tumultuous

. manner,
g,‘rlel,"'f ;'s":f ),','/' ,;?,fl_x,l::',,:,!nnz {o do, after our sins are for- | 3. The kingdom grows by the personal experience of
To follow Jesus is to love him best, its members. Andrew talked with Jesus, and was con-
To follow Jesus i8 to odey him first, vinced; Philip saw him and believed; Nathanael
:‘l“; ’,"‘_’”fl";““l':ll||:|"::f;'d,‘,ﬂ""g'_y ) doubted until he met Jesus, und then nceepted him at

T'o keep near him always. once. Each member of Christ's true Church has been
What would you ever do, darlings, if Jesus had called in personal contact with his Lord,
only a few, and had taken the old and wise, und lef! out | 4. The kingdom grows by personnl testimony. John
you? the Baptist bore his testimony, and the two disciples

THE LESSON CATECHISM, who heard it songht Jesus; in turn Andrew and Philip

[For the entire school.] tell others, and they too come to Christ.  So now, the
1. Who cane to prepare the way for Chrigt ¢ John testimony of converted men and vomen is the great
the Bapiist power of the Gospel,

or’dn‘d‘ putdid he say ofJesus * < Behold the Lamb 3. The kingdom grows by the personal investigation

3. Who heard John the Baptist say this? Two of of inquirers, Andrew and John went personally to
his disciples, find out who Jesus w a8, and they came away believers,
- ‘:_h‘!\:l:!n ‘,‘,k"n‘hﬂ' do, astold in the Golden Text? g a0 doubted at first, but accepted the invitation

. . e * e

5. What 'did one of these two disciples say to his t0 “come and sce,” and when he had talked with

brother Simon ¥ “We have found the Christ,” Christ, believed with all his heart. The Gospel does
. Who were among the earliest disciples of Jesus ¢ not shirk investigation, but courts it from every honest
Andrew and Peter, Philip and Nathanael.

| inquirer,
S ra—
TEXTS AT CHURCH.
Norning Teat.............. o AT Hinglisn Tencher's Notes,
It is n delight to many of us whether old or
Evening Text........ TR T T o, voves. vauus g & Y i il

| young, to 2o back in thought over pleasant scenes

| through which we have passed, and to relate them
to others,  And noscenes orstories come 8o vividl

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLIN home to the mind as those related by un e_\'c{

Varlous Relations to Jesus. witness,  We have such a scene and sucl) a story

L. Lookive vron Jesus, before us at the very outset of John’s gospel. A frer

Looking upon Jesus as he walked, v, 36. the wonderful words of introduction which we con-

/

“Iheheld, and, lo....a Lamb.” Rey. 5. 6, sidered last time, and a furtlor account of the Bup-
IL. PorNrine 1o Jesvs, | tist’s testimony concerning Him who is the subject
He saith, Behold the Lamb of God. v, 36, | of the history, the evangelist passes on to the moment

“ Not to know any thing save Jesus." 1 Cor, 2, 2,
111 SeekiNG Jesvs,
Heard him speak. ., Jollowed Jesus. v. 37.
““Seek ye the Lord while he may be found.* Iea,
55. 6.

when the ““ Light of life” first slione upon himself,
wlen, to use the words of Paul, “God who com-
| manded the light to shine out of darkness ” shone
into his heart and into the hearts of six others * to

Iv. 'I~“_,£,,,"I wiTH JEscs, give the light of the know ledge of the glory of God
Abode with him that day. v, 38, 39, | in the fice of Jesus Christ,”

**Our fellowship is Wwith....Jesus Christ. 1 John John says little enougl about himself, about his

1.3 companion, Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter,

V. TELLING ABOUT JEsUs, or about the others whose names figure in this nar-

We have found the Messias, v. 41, rative. But one thing is very manifest, they were

“Thut which we huve seen..._declare we." 1Jo0bn  gookers, The fame of John the Buptist’s teaching
| had atiracted them from their homes and their bus-
iness in Galilee, and, not content with siniply hear-
ing his message and receiving baptism at his hands,

VI Brrievize iy JEsus, they remained with him, drinking in the wonderful
Thon art the Son of God, v, 49, things he had to tell nh(fut t)_lc One .wlm was pre-
“ Fuith cometh by hearing." Rom. 10, 17, t ferred before him and listening while he xhowed

VI. Leanine 1o JEsvs,
Tie brought him to Jesus. v, 42,
** Come thou with ug," Num. 10, 29,

them what * Moses in the luw, and the prophets,

THOUGHTS FoR YOUNG PEOPLE, did write " (verse 45), about the coming One,
The Growth of the Kingdom., And then, one memorahle day they are at lh(:ir
1. The kingdom of Christ grows from small begin- | teacher's side, w}hcn suddenly he n:t,nndn nt_lll, Iou? in
nings. There was a time when the entire body of | the contemplition of some oh_]?ct before  him,
Christ's followers consisted of two persons, John and  What is it that has attracted his earnest gazet
Andrew. From that small number it hag grown until  They turn their eyes in the dircetion whereshis are
1t now embraces the world, | fixed and see—no prophet dic. sed in camel’s hair,
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but One in the simple garb of a peasant from Gal- |
ilee. But John looks upon him wonderingly and |
adoringly, and in a few short words announces who
and what heis :  Behold the Lamb of God.” And
the two disciples wait for nothing more. At once
they follow Jusus, And this is not out of curiosity
—not for “a bricf look, a passing word.” Such
would not content them. They have chosen him
alrendy as master and Lord, and he gives them ut
once the desire of their hearts, personal acquuintance
with himself; “they abode with him that duy.”
Here is the nucleus of the Churoh of Christ. Tt
begins with two.  But these two cannot be sat-
istied to reinuin alone, They must get others to
show what they have found. In all the joy of new-
born faith and love they seek each onc his brother.
And speedily the number is increased to four, for al-
though James the brother of John is not mentioned
at this time, it scems probable that he was not far |
off, and thut he was not lon ¢ after Peter. (We find |
him in all the lists of tho twelve aposties placed
among the first six.)

And there were other seekers near, who, though [
they had not seen Jesus, were scen und known of |
Jim. One was sought and called by~ Lord him-
self: “Jesus findeth Philip and saita unto him,
Follow me.” The other, Nathanael, whom Jesus
had seen * under the fig-trce ”” was brought by his
friend, Thus in a short space the number of the
discip'es had risen to six—three of whom had been
brought in by theirfriends. These six had * received
him,” and ** to these gave he power to become the
sons of God,” because they had * belicved on his
name.” The wonderful process of raising fallen,
guilty, helpless man to become ** partaker of the |
divine nature " had begun,

But how was it effected ?

By the revelation of the ** Lamb of God "—of his
work, his person, his power. |

Of His Work. What did the announcement of
the Baptist convey to Andrew and John? A
¢ Jamb " was to them the aceeptable offering, which
Jehovah would receive (Gen, 4. 4), the sacrifice to
be made daily (Exod. 29. 38, 89), the great type of
redemption and of the putting away of sin. Exod.
12. 8, And, farther, it was the type of God's pro-
vision for man’s need. ** My son, God will provide
himsclf a lamb,” said Abraham; and o it was;
the sacrifice was provided and Isnae went free. In
the * Lamb of God,” then, the two disciples recog-
nized the One who should ubsolve from guilt and
bring them nigh to God. The previous day the
Baptist had spoken of his taking away, or bearing,
the sin of the world, And though they had not
geen Josus on that oceasion, no doubt they knew |
what had been said of him. They did not yct
understand all that that saying meant for him—
that it meant his suffering, his agony, his death,
and that the only way by which they ecould
beeome the chiliren of God was by his going down
into the depths for them, and actually bearing their
sins in his own body. 1 Pet, 2, 24, But so it was, |
None but a crucified Saviour will do forus, We |

cannot follow a lioly and blamcless example. But
we can follow the Lamb (compare Rev. 14, 4) be-
cause his death is our life. So we have not, us
teachers, to invite the membars of our classes to
follow the teaching of a moralist, or simply to aim
at & high ideal ; but to bid them come to One who
died for them, one who was given to be their sub-
stitute, and thus to become their Life, This is the
doctrine that transforms hearts.

Of His Person. The first two disciples believed
the rezord of vohn and followed Jesus, And then
he revealed himself to them, Of whut passed dur-
ingthe hours they spent with him we know nothing,
but we can well imagine that their hearts burned
within them, and that, having made this wonderful
and precious acquuintance with him, they were
anxious for their brothers to enjoy the same.
Nothing less than such personul acquaintance can
satisfy the heart, or be a power in the life. And to
this we may, in the Lord’s name, invite thoxe who
hear our record of him, His word to each who is
willing to reccive it is: ** Come and see.”

Of His Power. That we, as messengers, need
not fear to repeat thut word we see from the ex-
ample of Philip snd Nathanael. Philip uses our
Lord’s own words. And in spite of his prejudices,
the latter is attracted to the presence of Jesus,
Once there, the revelation is made to him of One
who sees, not only his movements and actions, but
his very heart. And this makes him burst forth
with the confession of faith: * Rabbi, thou art the
Son of God, thon art the king of Israel1” Just xo
now, the ** Lamb of God is not only a personal and
tender Saviour, but an Almighty and exalted Sav-
jour. He isa “lamb” stricken to death for us,
Iut he is ** the Lamb of God,” our divine Redeemer.

“Sons of God.” Do any in our class covet such
aname? Let them guze upon the ** Lamb of God,”

| and the Holy Spirit shall =0 reveal his work, his

persor, and his power, that by this word they shall
be born anew, periukers of the divine nature.

Berean Methods.

Hints for the Teachers' Meeting and the Class.

For centuries the unsolved problem of explorers was
the source of the Nile, that river which in a thousand
miles receives no tributaries, yet pours a mighty tide in-
to the sea, which finds Egypt a desert, and turns it into
a garden. Our lesson shows the origin of a greater and
more beni:n stream—the Church of Christ....Contrast
the vastness of the Christianity of to-day with its small
beginning, when two men were its first believers....A
good plan would be to present the persons of the lesson
inorder, each as a type of character: 1. John the Bap-
tist, the hera'd of Chriet, self-denying and generous.
2. Andrew, the man who bronght people *‘ one by one."
3. John, the deep, thonghtful mystic. 4. Peter, the
bold, ardent leader. 5. Philip, the plain, practical man,
who could not argue, but couldsay, * Come and see.”
6. Nathanael, the skeptical but pure-hearted inquirer,
who believes when he zees the evidence of Christ's
divinity....Notice, too, the various kinds of example
in Christinn work shown by this lesson....See also the
aspects in which it names Jesua : 1, The Lamb of God.
2, The Messiah, or Christ. 3. The theme of prophecy.
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4. The omniscient One. 5. The Son of God.

King of Israel,

heaven.
References. Freeman, Ver. 88 : Rabbi, 699. Ver,

80 : The tenth hour, 806, Ver, 48 : Under the fig-tree,
613,

6. The
7.The Mediator between earth and

CATECHISM QUESTION,
18. How does the New Testament teach his religion?

1t contains the history of his life and death, the record
of his teaching while he was among men, and the
doctrine which he taught the Apostles by his Spirit after
he ascended into heaven,

Blackboard.
BY J. B. PHIPPS, ESQ.

® The diagram {llustrutes the growth of the kingdom of
Christon earth by an ear of corn, which represents the
firet disciples They were the few seed-grains with
which the great world-field was to be planted. [Illus-
trate farther by showing the increase from a perfect ear
of corn planted in good ground,]

JESUS SAID PHILIP SAID
“COME AND S ER.”
WILL YOU COME ?

CATCH-WORDS FOR BLACKBOARD REVIEW,

[Note. In reviewing the lessons, the follow ing worde
may be written on the board, and used as memory helpe.]

+....Pointing,
. Arking,
Inviting.
««.Finding,
«. Bringing,
.Believing,
. Assuring.

[Primary and Intermediate,
BY M. V. M.

Lrssox Tuovenr, * Come and See,"
INTRODUCTORY, Tulk about John the Baptist. Tell

that he was sent by God to make the way ready for |

Jesus, A little while before Jesue began to preach,

John came preaching. Describe his dress, style of | abode,

preaching, ete, Tell how crowds followed him, how he
baptized, and how one day he saw Jesus and &aid,
*Behold the Lamb of God," If children do not under-
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stand why Jesus was called a Lamb, explain about the
| ancient sacrifice, etc,

COMING TO JESUS.
If the class is reetless, you can hold the little eyes by
| the use of the blackboard, even though you cannot make
| pictures, Make something to look like a path; three
| men standing together, (straight marks will answer, if
| Youonly name them.) Let the longer one be named John,
und unother Andrew, and tell that the third may have

| been John, the one who wrote this book. Let children
Buess who they were talking about, and make another
mark at a little distance, to stund for Jesus, Tell what
John said and what the two disciples did, removing the
marks near John the Baptist, und placing them behind
the one that stunds for Jexus. Tell that these disciplen
went to Jesus us soon as they heurd who he was, and
that he is pleused when thut i done now.

SEEING JESUS,

Tell how ready Jesus wus to take these diciples with
him to the place where he lived and to talk with them
all day. Print ** Come on the board. Jesus said that
to these men; lie says it now to us, Print * See," He
&uid that too, He wanted them to see him—his love,
his power, his goodness, He wants us to see him,
How do we see ¢ Talk about the eyes of the body, und
of the soul, We must open our natural eyes to see one
another and our Epiritual eyes to see Jesus, We open
our natural eyes when we want to see somebody, So
We must want to see Jesus before we will open our

| &piritual eyes, Do we want to see him now ¢ Andrew
and the other disciples did, Jesus suid tothem, ** Come
and see.” He says it to us,

FOLLOWING JESUS,

Tell what Andrew did when
he had seen Jesus. He went to
get his brother Simon. Tell
| of Jesus' call to Philip, and
Philip’s quick obedience and
I prompt call to Nathanael, Tell

that these men were following
Jeeus in getting others to know
him. 8how that Philip usea
the same words that Jesus did, ** Come and see," Philip
came first and saw; then he could ask another to come
and see. Teuch that we must ourselves come to Jesus
| before we can ask others to come, Use the Shepherd's
crook, and aek who is the Good Shepherd. Tench that
a8 the sheep and lambs follow a shepherd, eo Jesus'
flock must follow him. If they get away from him
| they will surely be lost. Imprees the thought that we
can never show Jesus until we have seen him, und that
any one may see him who will ** come."

J

Lesson Word-Plctures,

Rugged and rough stands John the Baptist, Upon
his form ie the raiment of camel's hair, and about hig
loine is the leather givdle. With this bold, intrepid
leader are two of his diseiples.  But what is the mas.
ter looking at ? At One still grander than he, one who
walks alone in his majesty and purity, and compels the
Baptist's cry, ** Behold the Lamb of God!» Let us
follow," is the diseiples’ thought. But he turns, He
| sees them. He accosts them,

He leade them to his

They tarry with him, for the twilight hastens,

| Whata door into henven was that interview! What

| wigdom streamed from his mouth, and beauty shone in
his life ! Do men know of him# *

Does Simon know? *




118 SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER.

wonders Andrew. He finds Simon? e brings him to
Jesus, The two fuce one another. What intevest
gathers about that first meeting between the great
Master und that Peter who would passionately tollow,
shamefully be and then boldly proclaim, dying at
lust for that Master! And who is this the Lord has
found? Down by the blue rippies of Galilee, or up in
some lonely hillside-path, or in the jostling market-
place, Philip sees the Master's kingly face. He hears
the communding cry, ** Follow me," und turns to the

Lord who eal’s.  But who is this under the shaggy fig-
tree? Who can see him in that seclusion? Dovs any
one try to search out his resting-p! under the thick,
green leaves? There is a voice calling. It is Philip who
takes Nuthanael before the royal countenunce of the
Master whose glance ufur had searched out his seclusion,
and he now cries, der the fig-tree, I saw thee,"
And Nathanuel, we see him in the attitude of reverence
and love, as he bows before the Son of God, the King of
Israel!

—_ e r——————

A.D. 27, LESSON III. THE

John 2.1-11, [ Commit to memory verses 1-5.)
Y A i i ere wis a
?dwaR m;l ‘l?;.'lel:ll:’(fn':’ln"x{ ;‘l“{):-lll'tll-lz ; an
MANIFESTED | the mother of Je’sus was there:
2 And both Je’sus was called, and
his disciples, to the murringe,
3 And when theywanted wine,the
mother of Je'sus saith unto him,
They have no wine.
4 Je’sus saith unto her, Woman,
what have I to do with thee? mine hour is not yet come.
5 His mother saith unto the servants, Whatsoever he
saith unto you, do it
G And there wero set there six water-pots of stone,
after the manner of the purifying of the Jews, contain-
ing two or three firkins uplece.

FIRST MIRACLE. [April 18-

7 Jefsus saith unto them, Fill the water-pols with
water. And they filled them up to the brim,

8 And he saith unto them, Draw ont row, and bear
unto the governor of the feast. And they bare it

9 When the ruler of the feast had tusted the water
that was made wine, and knew not whence it was (but
the servants which drew the water knew), the governor
of the feast called the bridegroom,

10 And saith unto him, Ever; un at the beginning
doth set forth good wine; and when men have well
drunk, then that which is worse: dut thou hast kept the
good wine until now.

11 This beginning of miracles did Je’<us in Ca’na of
Gali-lee. and manifested forth his glory; und his dis-
ciples believed on him,

General S{.tement,

From the valley of the Jordun, Jesus went up into the
highlands of Galilee, attended now by u little company
of followers, He came to Cana, the llome of one of his
disciples, and only a few miles dist:int from his own
home at Nazareth. At Cana he hallowed by his pres-
ence a marringe feast, and wrought his earliest miracle,
Perhaps by the unlooked for attendance of #o large a
company as Jesus and his followers, the supply of wine
was exhausted, The mother of the Lord came to her
divine Son, and, with the intuition of faith, informed
him of the utm‘. which she felt that he could supply.
He showed her that his powers were not for her to con-
trol, but for his heavenly Father, and that when the
right hour came they would be exercised. The hour
came in that very moment, and the mother saw it, per-
hups by the look of divinity upon his fuce, and she bade

the servant fulfill his bidding. There were standing in
the hall six large stone jurs containing water for wash-
ing the guests' feet and hands before they reclined
around the tubles  Jesus calmly bade the servants to
fll them brimful with water, and then to tuke out and
bear to the master of the bunquet. He knew not
whence it eame, but tusted it, and at once spoke across
the tuble to the brideg , declaring that g 1y
men offered their best wine first, und then that of poorer
quality, when the taste had been dulled by drinking,
bat thut he had kept his best wine until now. The un-
thinking cnmpnn‘)(' of feasters may not have known of
the miracle, or, knowing it, muy have accepted it in
mere wonder, but the little group of disciples around
Jesus saw in this miracle the tokens of the divine pow-
er, and believed in their Muster the more implicitly,

Explanatory and Practcal Notes.

Verse 1, The third "‘Y' That is, from the day
when Philip was called.  The time hetween these two
events wis occupied in muking the journey. (1) How
closely was the life of our greal exemplar flled up with
Vlessed toil ! 'There was a marringe, The feast at
this wedding would be seven days in duration. but
desu< may not have come until near its close, Cana
of Galitee, Either Ke¢fr Kenna, four or five miles
from Nazaveth, or Kana el-Jelil, about six miles north
cof Nuzureth, he mother of Jes Mary of Naza-
reth, who is never mentioned by name in John's gospel,
1se she belonged to his own fumily; and he is
-where careful to hold himsell and his own in the
mnd,  Was there, We notice that Jesus ** was
" while his mother * was there: ™ intimating
that she was an intimate friend or relative, huving
¢ in the household, und speaking with

authority to the servants.

ssus was called. Rev, Ver., ** was bhidden." e
v have heen invited as a friend of Nathanael, who
wiis i resident of Cana, or beeanse of his mother’s re-
Jation to the family. His disciples. They were ut
this time Andrew and Peter, James and John, Philip
and Nuthanael A perhaps others,  But they were ns
yet only followers, and are ealled diseiples by unticipa-
tion. (2 Christ honors a festal oceasion by his presence,
Jor the Gospel brings joy. (3 When we go to a feast, let
us carvy the spivit of our Muster with us.

When they wanted wine. Rather, as in Rev,
when the wine fuiled.”  Perhaps the coming of

A number as Jesus and his followers exhansted

the supply of wine, Whether the wine was intoxica-
ting or not is immaterial, and absolutely uncertain. But
ancient wines were much wenker than those now in
use, und were besides diluted with water, Even if

Christ and his disciples followed the custom of the age
and country in drinking weak wine, we can find no
warrant for our drinking whisky, or strong wine
which awakens an appetite for whisky. If Jesus were
in America_to-day, would he drink or make any wine
which would help to make drunkards? The mother of
Jewus saith,  Evidently, she desired to suggest to him
to exercise hig miraculons powers, just as prophets
had done in other times and in likeneeds : for example,
Elisha in 2 Kings 4. 1-7, 42-44. 8he was fully convinced
that her son was a prophet as great as these
worthies, and could work miracles like theirs; but
probably she did not understand his divine nature,

4. Woman. There is no lack of vespect in this
word, which could well be translated * lady,” und was
employed when Jesus addressed his mother from the
cross. What have I to do with thee? Liteplly,
*“what is there to thee and to me?* He did not rmlm:
as the resnlt &hows, but he based hix action ujon the
true principle, not enbmission to his eartily mother,
but to his heavenly Father, The time lad now come
when he was to act no longer ag the son of Mary, but
as the Son of God, Mine hour, That i, the iystant
when he should manifest his Messiahship by o miracue
lons act, Not yet come, When then did it come? On
that very day, perhaps at the moment after he had
spoken, when having sundered the last_eurthly tie, and
| fully submitted himeelf to his Fatier's will, he

1Ay
felt within his spirvit the divine signa! that the hour had
come. () We must maintain close fellowship with God
if we would be guided by his counsel,

5. His mother. T this lesson Mary shows the truits
of implicit faith, deep spiritnal ingight, and foll sulmis-

sion to her Son a8 a messenger of God, ®alth unto

the servants,  Evidently she stood upon a footing dif-
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ferent from the «
Whatsoever he sali She left all in the hands of her
Son, knowine that whatsoever was hest he would do,
(8) Let us take these words as our motto in life.

6. There were wet.  Notice in this Gospel every-
where the precision and minuteness of an eye-witness,
John remembers the very scene, just us it
day of the mivacle. Six water-pots,
stuading in the court, for use in the many wasiing -
quired by the Jowish customs, Pur fying of the

ews.  Thix is ailuded to by the e vangelist for the sake
of his Gentile re , Who had no such usiges. As
they were for th Pose of wushing, of course they
would contain water, and not wine.  'Fwo or three
firking apiece, The metrete or Sirkin contained about
allons, <o that the entire quantity of’ water would
be two or three hogsheads. But 1t is not 1 ary to
suppose that @ became wine. Only s0 much was trianse
formed as was taken out by the servants,

7. Jesus saith,  llow m the conscionsness of
power in his words! Fill the water-pots with
water, Nota i
result could not come from the dilution of wine
with water, ‘They fllled them, * It i« ours to flil the
water-pots; it is ‘Christ’s to make the water wine,
Duties are ours; events are God's,"—Ryle.

8. Draw outnow, This wasdone by quluF down a
Yyessel into the large jur. The governor of the feast,
There is some doubt whether this wus one of the guests,
chosen to preside at the banquet, or (48 the Inter ex-
Positors sugwest) a head-waiter, hived to supervise the
arrangements. They bare it, The cliunge took plice
as the water was tuken up and carried to the ruler of
the feast. They took up water and poured out wine, |

eBLE,

HOME READINGS,
AL The first mivacle. John 2, 1-11.
Z'u. The result of miracles, John 2, 12-25.
W The author of miracles. Matt. 11, 1 6.
Zh.The miracles of Moses, Exod. 4. 1-10.

F. Power given the disciples, Mark 16. 12-20,
&, Miracle wronght by Elijuh. 1 Kings 17. 17-24,
B. Gloryof Christ mani‘ested. Matt, 17. 1-13.

GOLDEN TEXT,
This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of
Galilee, and manifested forth his «lory; and his
disciples believed on him. John 1L

LESSON HYMNS,
No. 248, Dominion Hymnal,
O happy is the child who hears
Instruction’s warning voice,
No. 251, Dominion Hymnal,

Sing them over again to me,
Wonderful words of Life,

Let me more of their beauty sce,
Wonderful words of Life,

No. 266, Dominion Hymnal,

He leadeth me ! oh ! blessed thought,
Oh! words with heavenly comfort fraught,

TIME.—Sume year as Lesson IL  The first year of
Christ’s ministry.

PLACE.—Cana of Galilee. [See Descriptive Index.] |

RULERS. —Same as in Lesson II, |

CONNECTING LINKS.—The scene i« in Galilee,
John and the Jordan have been left hehind. Some of
those who have been John's disciples have left their
early teacher, and have chosen to follow Him of whom
John had horne witness, Attended by them the north-
ward journey is finished. There is & wedding at Cana,
close by Nuzireth, and Jesus and his disciples and his
mother are among the guests, It is the one wedding
feast of all history to he remembered, for it hegins the
wonderful three-yeurs' ministry, The story of the les-
son tells how it begun,

DocTRINAL SUGGESTION, —Mirucles,

[
|
|
QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS, J
[

1. The Ma ge in Cana, v, 1,2,
Where was Cana situated ¢

What evidence that Jesus was already somewlat
known in his locality #

and  possessed authority. | 9, Had tasted, This verse shows the inde

icle of wine was used, so that the |

——
ent
ler

w

character of the testimonies to the miracle, I

of the feast kiew that it wus wine but did not kn
it cume, while the servants which drew the
W whence it came, but did not know by what
power it hud been transformed,

10, Saith o him, The language of the manager
is given to show that it Wasgenulne wine, and not a poor
imitation, that Jesus had made, Every i at the
beginning. e refers 1Ot L0 What was trunspirving at
that table, but to & common custom, We know from
ancient writers how common was drunkenness at these
feasts, It was generally not a noisy, quarrelsome jn.

ition, but stupefying in itse s Set forth good
wine. That is ever the wo,ld's way, to give its hest
) terward; but it is otherw ire

in Christ's kingdom, whe; there is joy ut the begin-
ning, and fullness of Jjoy beyond, with no ending,

The good wine until now, Thus did Jesus make this
| feust a parable of the blessings which hig coming should
Lring to men,

11, This beginuing of miracles, Plainly stuting
that th's wus the tirst mirucle of Jesus, Hence the
miraculous stories of Christ's childhood in the a
ryphal guspels are mere fubles, Manifested forth
glory. Ly it he showed hix divine power, his good-
ness and Zrace, und the weulth of hisnature. Believed
on him. They ulready believed, but when they suw
this miracle their faith ‘was greatly strengthened. We
do not read. howey er, of uny pernanent effect upon the
guests, They wondered, but soon forgot, or failed to
e drawn into the civele of belieyers,

How long did marringe festi
Name the guests who we ha
| invited ¥ A— P—, J=, P— N—
| 2. The First Miracle, v, 3-10,
| What has made this murriage feast to be forever re-
membered ¥
Why did Mary say unto the servants W
Who knew that Jesus had wronght a mi
To what trait of human nature does the governor of
the feast bear testimony ?
What relution between mother and son is shudowed
by this brief conversation $
3. The Belleving Disciples, v, 11,
Who believed on Jesus at this wedding ?
Give their names,
What made them believe
hy did Jesus work this miracle §
What was the popular effect of the miracle ¢ ver. 11.
“ Manifested," ete,
What was the need of miracles ¥

tamong the Jews?
0N L0 Buppuse were

she did ¢
cle ¥

Practieal Teachings,

1. *“ Whatsoever he saith unto you, do." The serv-
ants obeyed.  What does he say to you? Do you obey?

2. “They wanted wine “"—* his mother saith to him *
—she knew where to go to have the want satisfled. Do
You carry your wants to him ¥

3. The disciples believed beeanse of one miracle. You
have all his miracles, Are you sure that you believe §

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,
1. The Marriage in Cana, v, 1,92
From what event is the ** third day ™ reckoned ?
Where was Cana ¢
What took plice there ¥
Who wur])rmmnl at the marriuge ¢
Who besides were invited ¢
2. The First Miracle, v, 310,
What was made known to Jesys
What reply did Jesus make to Lis mother ¢
What charge did she give to the servants ?
What water-vessels were in the house ¥
How much did each eontain ¥
What did Jesus bid the servants do #
How was this command obeyed ¢
To whom was some of the water given ?
What change had taken place in it ¢
Of what was the ruler of the feqst ignorant ¢
What did he do ¢
To what custom did he allude *
What was his opinion of the wine ?
3. The Believing I)I-elTlvl. v 11,
What is this miracle called # °




What did it manifest ? |
What was its effect on the disciples ?

Teachings of the Lesson.
‘Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. The presence of Jesus in times of joy #

2. The help of Jesus in our cares ¥
3. The sympathy of Jesus with human needs ¢

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,
When did Jesus go to the marriage feast ¥ Three

d-«- after he chose the first five of his disciples, "
™
cipl

ho were with him ¢ His mother and his

What hn‘{»pened at the feast ¥ The wine gave out,

What did the mother of Jesus want him todo? To
make some more wine by a miracle,

Why did she want him to work a miracle ¥ That all
might see his power, |

What was the reply of Jesus ¢ * Mine hour is not

et come,”

What did his mother say to the servants # ‘¢ What-
soever he saith unto you, do it.”

Why did she thus speuk to them? She felt that
Jesus would show forth his power in his own time,

What command did Jesus then give to the servants ?
* Fill the water-pots with water.”

How were they filled ¥ Up to the brim,

To whom did_Jesus commund that they be brought ¥
T'o the ruler of the feast.

With what did the ruler find them filled ¢ With

wine,

Why did he eall for the bridegroom ¥ To tell him
that he had kept the best wine until the last.

What was the turning of the water into wine ?
Jesuw’ first miracle. (Repeat the Golden Text,)

Words with Little People.

All the money in the world, all the kings in the world,
all the armies in the world, or all of U put together.
if they had tried a thousand years, in u thousand dif-
Jevent ways, could not have changed the water into wine.
But Jesug did it in @ moment. you wonder his dis-
ciples belicved on him ?

THE LESSON CATECHISM.
[For the entire school.]
1. Where did Jesus go soon after calling his earliest
disciples ¢ To Cana in Galilee,
2. At what gathering were Jesns and his disciples
present at Cana ¥ At a marriage feast.

3. What did Jesus do at the marriage feast? He |

wronght his first miracle,
4. What was this miracle ? The turning of water

into wine,
5. What was the effect of this miracle ns stated in

the Golden Text ¥ ** This beginning,” ete.

TEXTS AT CHURCH.
Morning Text.oooveve connes SERPITHARRBEINT RN EN RS IOD

Evening Text. ...

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUT E.
Tralts of Christ at the Wedding Fei
1. A Sociar Saviovr.
Jesus was called, and his disciples. v. 2.

“The Son of man came eating and drinking." Matt, |

11. 19,
*“They made him a supper.” John 12, 22,
II. AN AccessiBLE Saviovr.
The mother. .. .said. ...no wine. v. 8.
+ Come holdly unto the throne of grace." Heb, 4.16.
“We have boldness and access with confidence,”
Eph. 8. 12,
IT11. AN OBEDIENT SAVIOUR,
Mine hour is not yet come. v. 4.
“1 must be about my Father's busiress.," Luke
2. 490,
“Not to do mine own will." John 6. 38,
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1V. A WiLLiNe SAviouR.
Fill the water-pots. .. .draw out. v. %, 8.
“ Came....to minister,” Matt, 20. 28,
*Took upon him the form of aservant,” Phil. 2. 7.
V. A MiGury SAvVIOUR.
Tasted the water. .. .made wine. v. 9.
*All power is given unto me." Matt, 28, 18,
“ All things in subjection unto him." Heb, 2. 8.
VI. A MANIFEST SAVIOUR,
Manifested forth his glory. v. 11,
“We beheld his glory," John 1. 14,
*‘God was manifest in the flesh.”” 1 Tim. 3. 16.

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.
Lessons from the First Miracle,

1. We learn that the highest type of religion is cheer-
ful, joyous, and social. 1If it was right for Jesus to be
present at a festive gathering, it is right for his fol-
lowers, Oursis u gospel of joy, and not of gloom. v, 1,2,

2. We learn that it is our privilege to go to Jesus
with all our needs, for common things as well as great,
for secular us well ns spiritual. Jesus did not rebuke
his mother for telling him of the need at the feast. We
can freely tell our Saviour all our troubles and our de-
sires, und leave to his judgment the way of relief.

v. 3-5.

3. We learn that Christ transmutes the common
things of earth into the higher blessings of the Gospel:
water to wine, earth to heaven, men into angels,
Every thing that Christ touches he purifies and hullows.
v.6-8.

4. We learn the abundance and riches of Christ's
bounty. What he gives is given liberally, for he is able
to do exceeding abundantly above all that we can ask
or think. 8o let us not fear to ask largely. v, 6-9,

5. We learn that while the world gives its best first
and its poorest afterward, Christ gives better than
earth’s best now, and better still beyond, v. 10.

| English Teacher’s Notes.
Tuere are three words used in the New Testa-
ment which we translate by our word “ miracle,”
The three are found together in Acts 2. 22, where
| separate rendering is given to each: “ Miracles,
and wonders, and signs.”  The first of these is lit-
crally “ powers,” It expresses the simplest idea of
amiracle. The second is, however, closely linked
with it. The exercise of power which we can ne-
count for is no miracle. But let the element of
| wonder come in, let the power he beyond what we
are able to conceive—the exercise of something be-
yond our ken—and it is very nearly all that we
require to recognize a miracle. Very nearly, but
not quite. If a miracle is something that proceeds
from God, it must be worthy to procecd from him,
something which shall be thereflex of his character,
| if we may so speak ; in fact, it must be a sign.
1 We read to-day of our Lord’s first miracle,
| Thirty years he had lived in the world, and, except
| in his earliest infaney, no one save his mother and
| Joseph knew who he was. The light had come
| down from heaven, but it had been veiled, us we
| have seen already : *“The world knew him not.”
| Nowat length he was about to manifest forth his
! glory, and we are to see how he began to do 80,
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Weare to sce a power, and a wonder, and a sign
(the name by which the evangelist speaks of it),

When Mtesa, king of Uganda, as a young man,
wanted to show his skill in shooting, he aimed at o
poor slave, and struck him dead, As a despotie
monarch, no one questioned his right to do so. By
his action he mauitested his power and authority ;
but he showed forth, at the same time, his cruelty,
A rich Russian peusant, stopping at an inn, ob-
served that two officers were casting scornful looks
at him, as they deseried him taking his homely
supper.  He called for a bottle of the most expen-
sive wine that could be obtained, and procceded to
wash his hands in it. Ile had manifesied his
weulth, but, at the same time, he had shown forth
his folly. A lady was walking with her little pupil,
when the latter fell into the river, Sie Jumped in
after her, but, being unulle to swim, she could not
help her and both perished, That governess man-
ifested love and devotion in the highest degree,
but she showed also her weakness, Very different
was the way in which the Lord Jesus manifested
himself.

Weare introduced in the pissage to a company
at a wedding fuust, at Cana, in the hill country of
Galilee, anl not fur from Nazarcth, Apparently it
is not & company eomposed of the rich and great,
since Mary, the wife (probably now widow) of
Joseph, the carpenter of Nazarcth, oceupies a prom-
inent place in the party, There has been an unex-
pected uddition to the company. He who has been
known as the carpenter's son has just returned
from Judea, whence wonderful ramors have gone
forth about him, and he and his friends sit down at
the wedding feast. The wine (not our strong and
casily intoxicating liquor!) runs short, and the
hosts are threatened with serious annoyance. Their
hospitality and their forethought will appear at
fault.  But only one of the party has, as yot, per-
ceived the want, and Lefore any one else has noticed
it, the “ ruler of the feast ” is startled by the excel-
lency of the wine presented to him in o moment,
His power and authority were here elearly mani-
fested.

Whenee does it come? It is not that provided
by the bridegroom. The servants have drawn it
out of those great stone jurs, used to hold water for
cleansing purposes, which they have just filled at
the commund of Jesus, They had put in water,
and they have drawn out wine, at the word of Jesus,
Iustead of poverty there is now plenty ; instead of
want there isa full supply ; instead of shame and
inunoyance there is wonder and praise,

Here was power, Had the bridegroom discovered
the deficiency and attempted to supply it, how much
trouble anl confusion would have ensued. Some
one must have been sent to feteh it—it might not
have been quickly procurable—the expense might
lave been too great. But Jesus, without rising
from the tuble, called forth such a supply as would
not only suttice for the feast but would form a pro-
vision for the fumily for some time to come. Easily,
calmly, quictly, he had done this.

IR

Here was ulso a wonder. Iow thut which was
poured in as pluin water should come out as wine no
one could tell. The power of Jesus was Leyond
human understanding, 1t was wonderful or secret.
Compare Judges 13, 18,

Further, here was a sign,

(L) It showed who und what he was. The ele-
mient of water is in all wine, but it must be sucked
in by the plant and beeome purt of that which is
to produce the grape. Then, as sup, it must be
matured and ripened by the sun, and finully must
be pressed out of the fruit, and go through the
process of fermenting. All this Jesus could dis-
pense with because lie wus Lord of ail. That which
he produces in nature by slow degrees, hic can, if
he will, produce without nature,

(2.) But was the mirucle worth performing ?
Was it not, for one who had come on a high and
wonderful mission, a small and trifling matter
whether the supply of wine at u humble wedding
feast at Cuna fuiled orno?  Not for him, By this
uct heshowed that he cared for the feelings and the
comfort of u fow obscure folk, even in a matter that
was but passing.  He showed that he eould sympa-
thize in the small things as well as the great
things of life, He here clearly manifested his love
and tenderness.

(3.) But why did he not supply the wine from
the beginning of the feast? Why did he seem to
defer his help even when Mary pointed out the
want? 1 cannot stop to notice the special lesson
conveyed to Mary herself by his answer. As re-
garded the miracle, it was not performed until the
moment of need arrived. When there was no more
wine to carry round, and yet the time had come
for the next cup to be presented to the ruler, then
the “good wine” was given. When man’s re-
Sources were at an end, then the Lord put forth his
power.  For the infinite riches of the Creator must
not be wasted, or brought forth to no purpose. In
the miracle at Cana Jesus manifested his wealth
and his wisdom,

(4.) One thing more we must notice. *Thou
hast kept the good wine until now  was the re-
mark made to the bridegroom when the ruler was
yetin ignorance of what had been done. But it
was Jesus who did this, The superiority of his
gift was admitted as soon us the gift was tasted, hut
it was not till the guests ceased to take man's pro-
vision that they obtained the Lord's provision,
Thus our Lord manifested his way of blessing, He
‘satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth the hungry
soul with goodness.” Pxa,107.9, Those who want
hix gifts must come to him poor and empty. And
how confidently may we invite our cla<ses to “ taste
and see!”

Berean Methods.

Hints for the Teachers' Meeting and the Class,

Begin by drawing a map showing Galilee, the Sea of
Gulilee, the Jordan, and the Dead Sea, Locate Beth-
| abara, and begin there us a starting point. Trace the
| journey of Jesus to Cana, taking, perhaps, Nuzareth on

B ———————————————————
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Who were with him at Cana? J,, J.. A,
.Present the story, bringing it out from the
uss. ...Show the Oriental customs of reclining at sup-
per, marringe feasts, washing, ete.... Do not permit a
long discassion on the wine guestion. Show that
whether the wine then made was ** fermented ™ or ** un-
fermented " is of very slight account, for the ordinary
wines of that time were less intoxicating than those of
the present, and infinitely less than the drugged liquors
now in use. If Christ made weak wine, we have no
warrant for drinking strong whisky....Present the as-
pects of Christ in the lesson, as seen in the Analytical
and Biblical Outline....Show especially *“ the glory of
Christ” in thig event,. .How may we be like Christ as

s, kindness, help

¢

here shown? By g J
submission, living for others,

References. Freeman.  Verse 6 : The firkin, 792,
Ver. 8: The * governor of the feast,” 793,

All the Scriptures were written under the Holy Spirit's
inspiration ; and he who inspired them will show their
meaning to such as humbly ask him,

Blackboard.

BY J. B. PHIPPS, ESQ.

Here on one side is a picture of a water-pot, and on
the other side is a representation of a heart, This is to
teach that as Christ in his sympathy for the needs of a
family transformed water into wine, thus manifestjng
his glory, he will the more readily transform the humun
heart to a state of goodness, if we but ask him :n faith
believing.

Review catch-words may be used on the reverse of
the board, Writea head-line—** Jesus MANIFESTING."
Underneath write :

L.of F. (Forlove of family life and home.)
K. of W, (For knowledge of all our wants.)
S, for N.  (Sympathy for our needs.)

D. P. M. (Divine power manifested.)

Write another head-line, ** The Disciples,” and un-
der same :

Wat,
(Watched,

Wal,
Waited,

Wit Bel
Witnessed, Believed,)

Primary and Intermediate,

LessoN Tuovenr. 7he Master's Touch,
Review. Who was John the Baptist ¥ What name

| did he give to Jesus? What did the two disciples do

| W hen they saw Jesus ¢ W

at did Jesus say to them ?
Whom did Andrew bring to Jesus ¥ What did Jesus
say Simon should be called # What did Jesus say to

{ Philip ¥ Whom did Philip bring to Jesus ¥

THE WEDDING FEAST,
Locate Cana on the map, Tell that in this city there
was & man who had just been married, and he made a
feust for people whom he invited to his house. Among
these were Jesus and his mother, and the disciples
who bad gathered about him, Tell that many people
were there, and nice food was given them to eat, and
sweet, pleasant wine to drink. xplain that none of
these people except the mother of Jesus and his dis*
ciples knew that Jesus had great power, Even they
were not very sure, for Jesus had never yet worked a
miracle. Explain miracle, and tell that this lesson
shows us the first miracle that Jesus worked.

OBJECT LESSON.
Show a bunch of grapes. (If, in this month of April
you cannot get any grapes, show a pictuve of a bhunch.)
Talk about the sweet, pure juice, and tell that in the
country where Jesus lived grapes grew in great ubun-
dance. Tell that wine is made of grape-juice, and that
people drink wine there as we do water. Explain that
the wine which intoxicates is grape-juice fermented.
Show a gluss of pure water. Tell that the grape-juice is
liquid like water, only sweetened and flivored. Who
made the water ? Who made the g ¥ Whosweet-
ened and flavored the grape-juice # it all done at
once ¥ Show how the air and sun and earth all helped in
the process, and lead children to see that it was God in
all these that did the work.

THE MIRACLE.
Tell the story of the turne

ing water into wine. Re-
call the teaching of two Sun-
days back that Jesus was
God, and that all things
were made by him. Itis he
who chunges common water
into grape-juice every year.
Ask if he could not as well do
it in a minute as ina year?
Yes, for there is power in every touch of his, Tell
whut effect this miracle had: * His disciples believed on
him." Every green leaf, every flower, every fruit we
see, have euch a voice telling us to believe in Jesus,
This bunch of grupes speaks to us to-day of Jesus'
power. He made it. A little while ago the grapes
were hard and sour. He has changed the juice into
sweet wine, o that now each grape is a lovely little
wine-bottle, Even so he can change our hard hearts
into tender, loving hearts, Who wants Jesus to touch
him now ?

Lesson Word-Pictures,

Look! There are the guests at the marriage supper
in Cana of Galilee. They are taking their places at the
tables. There, too, is Jesus, the strange teacher nbout
whom the people are talking, He is just entering upon
his mission. You watch him moving stately and slow
down the floor of the banquet room. His disciples
have been invited, and quietly they follow the Master,
Mary, the mother of Jesus, is there. You notice, too, the

bridul pair and the governor of the feast. The guests
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recline upon the soft, yielding couches,
out their hunds to the feast spread upon
You eatch the sound of the hurrying footsteps of the
servants, the rattle of the dishes, the laugh of the |
guests, or the notes of merry music, Suddenly it is
announced that there is no wine. No wine? Mary
looks ut Jesus, She significantly sa, ‘They have no
wine." But not yet is the Suviour's hour, Perhaps
Mary has risen from her couch, for she is w hispering to
the servants that they do the bidding of Jesus. She has
such confidence in this strange Son, whose history has
been attended by such revelations of power. Six water-
pots of stone, six large pots, und Jesus bids that they
be filled with water. What fory It may seem strange
that a guest should give the order, Besides, it is wine,
not water, that is needed. Do any of the servants
demur? No, They have not forgotten the words of
Mary. And how anxiously Mary is watching her son
and the six pots of stone. Hear the water running,
gurgling and splashing into the pots! The guests—have

They reach
the tubles,

they risen now, and do they gather around the bustling
servants as they empty their water-sking? The water
has deepened in the pots to their very brim, and the
people in silence and wonder look at the cool, spurkling
surfuces, What does le suy, the Great Tencher,
ter? “Draw out now and bear unto the gov-
ernor of the feast! " Moment of deep suspense! Mary
so eagerly is looking on. Every guest is curiously
leaning forward to see what will come from the pots of
stone. Jesus alone is ealm.  What will come fy om the
pots of stone?  Was not water poured in? Where are
Vine-clusters to hold and sun to sweeten and #0il to
stimulute the juice that shall fill the drinking-cups at
the wedding feast? Al, better than vine or sun or #0il
Is the Creator who made all these, and now tell the
water to do his bidding. But the pot of stone is yield-
ing up its beverage; and as it comes into the light it is
--it is wine as if within the pot a vine's pulpy clusters
of purple had just been pressed! O that power attend-
ing the beneficence and attesting the divinity of Jesus!

———————

A.D. 27 LESSON 1v.

[Commit to memory verses 14-16.]

There was a man of the Phi-
i-sees, named Nic'o-de’mus, u ruler
of the Jews:

2 The sume came to Je’sus by
night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we
know that thou art a teacher come
from God: for no man can do these
miracles that thou doest, except
God be with him,

3 Je’sus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily,
1 say unto thee, Except a mun be born aguin, he cannot
see the kingdom of God,

4 Nic’o-de’mus saith unto him,
horn when he is old¥ can he enter
his mother's womb, and be born?

Je/sus answered, Verily, verily, T say unto thee,
Except a man be born of water and ¢f the Spirit, he
cunnot enter into the of God,

6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that
which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

7 Marvel not that [suid unto thee, Ye must be born

How can a man he
the second time into

Zuin,

8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest
the sound thereof, hut canst not tell whence it cometh,
gmll whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the

pirit,

JESUS AN

| that believeth

ICODEMUS,

9 Nic’o-de’mus
these things be?

10 Je’sus answered und said unfo him, Art thou a
master of Is’ra-el, and knowest not these things#

11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we
do know, and testify that we have seen; and ye receive
not our witness,

12 If 1T have told
not, how shall ye
things?

13 And no man hath ascen
that came down from heuven,
is in heaven,

14 And as Mo’<es lifted up the Eerpent in the wilder-
nesg, even 8o must the Son of man be lifted up:

15 That whosoever believeth in him &hould not perish,
but have eternal life.

16 For God so loved the worlil, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlusting life,

17 For God sent not his Son into the world to con-
demn th'e world; but that the world tkrough him might
be saved.

18 He that bel

[April 25,
iswered and said unto him, How can

you earthly things, and ye believe
believe, it" 1 tell you ¢f heaveuly

deth up to heaven, but he
even the Son of man which

ieveth on him is not condemned: but he

not i« condemned already, because he

hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son
God.

General Statement,

From Cana Jesus went to Capernanm. on the shore
of the Sea of Galilee, Iis mother and younger broth- |
ers accompanied him, and also the little band of his fol- |
lowers, most of whom lived near by. They remained
here but u few days, and then Jesus journeyed to Je
salem, with the throng of pilgrims, to celebrate the great
Feast of Passover, Perhaps it was hix purpose to be-
in his public ministry at the capital of the nation, in
the hope that the feaders and eople would rally
around him, and accept him as lhen Messiah. He en-
tered the temple, and found its outer courts resounding
With the noise of trade, heasts and birds for sacrifice
heing sold. and the tubles of the money-changers stand-
ing on every side. With the authority of a prince in
his Father's house, he broke in upon the confasion,
drove out the buyers and the sellers, and made the
Gentiles® Court, at leust for u time, as holy as the inner

Explauntory and

Verse 1. The Pharisees. A fmrty or sect among
the Jews which undertook to fulfill the 11w of Moses to
the very letter, and in its devotion to the letter too often
weglected the spirit. Some of them were earnest, god-
Iﬁmeu. but others were self-seeking and hypoeritical.

icodemus. We know of this man only what is re.
lated here, in Joh 50. where he is named ns a half-
defender of Jesus, anid in John 19, 39. where he i< men-
toned i tuking part in the burial of Jesus,  He was an

halls. But his act arons

ed against him the bitterest
enmity from the classes

having an interest in the prof-
anation of the temple—priests whose perquisites he
had interfered with, scribes whose shortcomings he
had exposed. and merchants whose wicked gains he had
stopped.  All interests combined against him, and be-
lievers in him were few. Iis miracles awakened curi-
osity, but failed to inspire a true faith, Among the
ruling classes there were, however, a few who were
awakened to interest.  One of these was Nicodemus, a
man timid by nature, and slow in spiritual perception,
but bhearing in his heart the germs of a faith which
should one day blossom out in noblest confession, This
man came to Jesus by night, and received from the
Great Tencher the revélation of one of the cardinal doce.
trines of the Gospel, that of the new birth by fuith in
Christ,

Practical Notes,

honest seeker after trath, but dull in
prehension, and timid in confessing Chi
vdncul'el‘y attached to the Saviour, and at the last braved
danger by aiding in his burial, ruler of the Jews,
The Jews were at this time under Roman anthority,
and governed bya poi )y the emyp .
But it was according to Roman policy to interfere as
little as possible with exlutlnﬁmrms of administration,
und hence the Sunhedrin, or Jewish council of seventy

his epiritual ap-
rist.  Yet hewas
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elders, priestly und lay, was permitted to direct in most
matters. Nicodemus was a member of this council.

2. Came to Jesus by night. From the emphasis
luid here and elsewhere upon the fact that this visit
was ** by night,” we may infer that Nicodemus was un-

willing to be publicly kaown us an adherent of Jesus,

peciully as the had lared itsell against
him, While there was caution und timidity in his
coming by night, there was earnest desire after truth
shown by his coming at all.  Rabbi. Hebrew word
meaning master or feacher, Fenemlly given to teachers
of the law, We know. This is suggestive, for it
shows that although the Sunhedrin was opposed to
Jesus, yet its members generally recoguized that he
possessed divine power, and hence were fighting against
their own deepest convictions. A teacher come from

. This. in the thought of Nicodemus, had no ref-
erence to the divine origin of Jesus us a person, but
meant that his authority as a teacher came from
God. He was ready to admit that Jesus was a prophet,
but not that he was the Son of God or the Messinh of
Isruel. ‘These miracles thou doest. We have
read thus far of but one miracle, yet this indicates that
muny more had been wrought, showing that the gos-
pels contain only the merest sketch of the Saviour's
]Ifa. The design of the miracles was to arrest atten-
tion to the Teacher aud to attest his teachings ns hav-
ing authority. As the Gospel has now become recog-
nized, and as its power to change men is now appar nt
such miracles are no longer wronght. Except o
be with him. (1) We too can have God with us, sv Jar
as we are in union with Jesus Christ,

3. Jesus answered.  The account here given of the
conversation is doubtless only a summary, presenting
its thoughts in the briefest form. Sald unto him,
Jesus struck at once at the heart of his questioner,
without pausing toreply to his compliments, Verily,
verily, An expression_only found in John's gospel,
and employed to introduce a statement of the utmost
consequence. In Greek, as a trunsliteration of the He-
brew, it is Amen, amen. Except a man be born

Christ meant to say that the entire inner man
must be transformed, that & revolution must be effected
in his character, aims, and ideals, The spiritual nature
must be awakened into life by a spiritual birth, just as
the physical nature is by a physical birth. There is the
germ of life before a child is born, and so there is a
#piritual nature before conversion, but it is dormant and
inactive until the hour when the new birth comes.
He cannot see. For until the nature of man is corre-
spondent with the divine order, epiritual things cannot
be appreliended. The natural man cannot perceive the
things of God; an unconverted heart has no true con-
ception of what salvation is. The kingdom of God,
Nicod, id supposed that the ki of God was
the new, imperinl state which the Messiah should in-
angurate; Christ would have him understand that it
Wils & spiritual empire, wherein citizenship was to come
through renewed human nature.

4. Nicodemus saith. His language shows that he
was a literalist, without the flne insight which reads
between the lines, and sees the thought under the illus-
tration. How can a man be born? Do we wonder at
his simplicity ?  There have been centnries when
the whole organized Church, with the Bible in its
hand, failed to understand the Saviour's meaning; and
even now few cmumﬂth’ely comprehend what the
""'.;{'J'"“' lifeis. (2) 'd, give us the eyes to read thy
word /

5. Born of water, This refers to baptism, which
was not unknown in the Jewish Chureh, for it was the
symbhol by which Gentiles who embraced Judaism put
off their old lives. John the Baptist had recently
broughit the rite into public notice by baptizing all who
accepted his teachings, im plying that even the Jews
needed a purification, To be born of water, then, is to
make public profession by baptism of the renunciation
of sin.  And of the Spirit. The internal change of
heart by the renewing influence of the Holy Spirit, of
which baptism is the external sign. Cannot enter into
the kingdom of God, Because it is a spivitual king-
dom, and only those whose epiritual nature has been
quickened can belong to it,

6. Born of the flesh is flesh.  That is, like produces
like; a tree produces a tree; n weed can only germinate
weeds; n rose produces roses; and men of u earnal,
sinful nature can only reproduce their own, 1f saintli-
ness is to be developed, it must come by the imparta-
tion of some lnlgherﬂi!o. Born of the Spirit is spirit.
In a garden that grows only weeds, o rose must be
Planted if it is to blossom; 8o in a depraved human

.

heart the divine Spirit must row the seeds of holiness
if holiness is to appear. Every manifestation of u high-
er life must come from the operation of a higher
power,

7. Marvel not. The Pharisce wondered that this
teacher should declare that they, the children of Abra-
ham, needed u new birth, just like the Gentiles, Ye
must. Notice how Christ separates himeelf from all
humun teachers by saying ** Ye," instead of * We,"

8. ‘The wind bloweth, Perhaps the illustration was
suggested by the sound of the night wind rustling

use. ¢ t not tell, Human knowledge

t progress since the days of Nicodemus,
but the highest science has not yet mastered the luws of
the winds, It may forecast the weatier for a few days,
but fails to predict it fora lun%er period. Boiseveryone
«+ + « horn of the Spirit. The laws of the spiritual lite are
unknown to the human intelligence.  T'he converted
mun is himeelf conscious of a new expericnce, but he
cannot explain it to others. They may see its results
in his life, but not its principles. (3) We can under-
stand salvation only as we receive it.

10. How can thewe things be.  Many things
Nicodemus knew. He could have told the number of
letters in the Old Testument, or how many fringes a
sucred garment should have, or what were thie rules for
the Sabbath ; but these spiritual things were beyond
his range. Art thou a master (Rev. Ver.,, * the
teacher ) of Israel? Nicodemus, then, held not only
# position as u ruler, but as a teacher of the law, Christ
would show Lim how little he really knew of ite divine
essence,

11. We speak. Christ here refers to himeelf and
thoge enlightened by his teaching, 'l
The Christiun hears testimony not to matters of theory
or of opinion, but of experience. If a blind man hus
had hig eyes opened, he knows it; and so does a con-
verted sinner. Ye recelve mot. Christ here refers to
the fact that the Jewish leaders us u body rejected
him, which was undoubtedly true, though individuals
like Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimuthea did accept

im.

12. Earthly things, These statements concerning
the new birth and Christian experience, which belong
to the present life, Heavenly things. The higher
mysteries, such s the atonement, the trinity, and the
future life, of which Christ said little, but left the
teaching to be given by the apostles after his ascension.

13. No man hath ascended, Jesus means to suy
that no person has ever ascended 10 heaven und re-
turned to bring to earth a_revelation of the unseen
world, But he that came down, Though no one has
ever gone nr to heaven to seek knowledge for men. one
has come down from heaven bringing knowledge to
men. Even the Son of man. A term expressive of
Jesus as the complete, representutive man, and the
head of the ruce. Which is in heaven. Heuven was
the ‘:mme of Jesus Christ even while he vus on the
eurth,

14, 15. As Moses lifted up. See Num. 21. 4-9,
When the Israelites in the wilderness were bitten by
fiery serpents, Moses lifted up a bruzen Eerpent on a

pole, and whoever looked at it was healed.  So Jesus

“hrist, in the likeness of sinful flesh, i lifted up on the
cross to gave men.  Son of man be lifted up. A clear
I»rt‘dlclion of Christ's crucitixion, W hosoever be.

ieveth, Trusts in him, and aceepts him as o & i
Eternal life. "The Istaelite who looked to the brazen
serpent had a new lease of life ; we who look to Clirist
have the life of God, which is eternal,

16. God so loved, This verse is an epitome of the
whole scheme of redemption ; its motive, the divine
love ; its means, the divine Son ; ite method, the sucyi-
fice on the cross ; its requirement. faith; its reward
eternul life, Everlasting life, Rev. Ver., **etern
life,” No. merely an endless life, but a life which is
divine, the life of God in the soul,

17. God sent not. Christ came to earth not only hy
his own will, but also by the will of his Fatle ‘0
condemn the world. Ruther, ug in Rev, \ o
udge the world,” Christ will one day come as a judge,

ut now he is a Suviour. Might be saved, This wag
the prime object of the Saviour's appearunce, to
it possible for men to be saved.

18, Belleveth not is condemned, Because by not
believing in Christ his true nature is shown, a8 not be-
ing in fellowship with God, and having no aflinity with
true goodness, “Of course the reference here is to those
ﬁho huve heard of Christ and have deliberately rejected
him,
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HOME READINGS,
M. Jesus and Nicodemus. John 3, 1-18,
7'w.'T'he new birth, Matt. 19, 16-30,
W. The need of regeneration. Rom. 5. 12-21,
Th. Regeneration typified. Num. 21, 5-10.
F. Fuith required.  Rom, 10, 1-14,
8. Risea for our regeneration, Mark 16. 1-13,
8. The victory over death, 1Cor. 15. 45-58.

GOLDEN TEXT.
Ye must he born again, John 3. 7.

LESSON HMYMNS,

No. 126, Dominion Hymnal.

My Father, I would be thy child ;
1 know I'm sinful, wayward, wild,

No. 120, Dominion Hymnal,
My faith looks up to thee,
Thou Lamb of (‘,glvnry,
Saviour divine.

Ne. 134, Dominion Hymnal.

I need thee every hour,
Most gracious Lord,

TIME.—Same year as Lesson IIT, but later; proba-
bly a little after the first Passover in Christ’s ministry.

PLACE.—Jerusalem,

RULERS,—Same as in Lesson II,

CONNECTING LINKS.—Some time has passed;
we know not how much. Jesus has begun to look over
the field where he must lubor, He has been at Caper-
naum, but not to stay long, for the Passover is at hand,
and he goes to keep it at Jerusalem. Here he asserted
his power as Messinh by cleansing the temple from
those who made it a place for business, Theuct caused
a great sensation among ull classes, and it brought one
ruler of the Jews to seek an interview stealthily with
nim, As you study the story fail not to catch the les-
son it contains,

L R ation.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,
1. Man's Great Need, v, 1-12,
i What wus Nicodemus's honest belief concerning
Jesus ?

What was the purpose of Nicodemus in addressing
Jesus as he did ?

How did Jesus turn him back upon himself #

What did Jesns say was man's great need ?

Can you explain what Jesus meant ?

What did Nicodemus's position ux a ruler of the Jews
make necessary as to his education ?

What did he probably know #

What did he not know ?

2. God's Great Gift, v, 13-18,
M\Vllu.nl does ver. 13 imply as the source of the new
rth ¥

What does it imply as to man's power to obtain a
new birth for himself ¥

How was the new birth to be effected in life ?

Man could not supply his need.

How did God do it ¢

Why did God do it ?

Can yon prove that Christ's life and death was a to-
ken of God's love ? Rom. 5.7, 8; 1John 4, 10,

What is the penalty for rejection of Christ ?

Practical Teachings.

1. Nicodemns knew the whole Jewish law, but he
needed to be born again.  You may know the whole
Bible, and be the most thorouzh student of it in the
world, but **you must be born again." Have you

een ¥

2. There i8 not even a sight of the kingdom of God
unless one is born again, This is Christ's teaching.
Do you believe it #

3. Noman hath nscended to heaven, No man can,
Works o not earn salvation.  Christ came down that
he might 1ift up men. 1Itis God's gift. 1Iis great gift,
Do you possess it ¢

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,
1. Man's Great Need, v, 1-12,

What late visitor had Jesus ?

What office did he hold #

What did he acknowledge Jesus to be ¢

What reason did he give ¢

Whiat was Jesus' declaration to Nicodemus ?
What question did Nicodemus ask in reply ¢
Wihat two essentials did Jesus name ¥

What change wili be wronghtin men ¢ 2Cor, 5. 17.
To what mystery did Jesus liken regeneration ¥
What question of doubt did the ruler usk ¥

What question was given him in reply ¥

What Kind of evidence had been given #

How had it been received ¢

2. God's Great Gift, v, 13-18,
Who alone can teul‘ry of heavenly things ?
What symbol of his death did Jesus give ?
What does faith in him secure ¥
How has God shown his love ¥
What commends this love tous # Rom. 5. 8,
What was the purpose of this gift ¥ See 1 John 4. 14,
What will follow the rejection of Christ #

Teachings of the Lesson,

Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. The meusure of God’s love to man ?
2. The resuit of that love ¢
3. The safety of the believer ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,

Who came by night to see Jesus ¢ Nicodemuns, a
Jewish teacher.

For what reazon ? Because he believed that Jesus
wax sent from .

What caused him to believe this ¢ The miracles that
Jesus did,

What did Jesus tell him ? ¢ Except a man be born
anew, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” (Repeat
the Golden Text.)

What did Nicodemns believe ¢ That every Jew
should see the kingdom of God,

What question did Nicodemus ask Jesns? * How
can u man be born again when he is old 1"

What was Jesus' unswer ¥ A man must be born of
water and of the Spirit,”

What is it to be born of water ?  To be haptized,

What i8 it to be horn of the Spirit? 'I'o be made
pure and sinless by God’s power,

To whut does Jesus compure the birth of the Spirit ?
To the wind, that no man understands,

What did God give the Isrnelites to save them from
death ? The brass serpent hung urun a pole,

How were they suved ¢ By looking up at the ser-

pent.

Whom did God give to save us from death ? His
only begotten Son, Jesus.

When does he save us ¥ When we look to him and
believe on hix name,

What did Jesus tell Nicodemus ?  That he must die
to give the world eternal life,

Why did God give the world hisonly Son? Beeause
he loved it, sinw,

What did the world deserve ? Punishment for its

What did God offer it through Jesus ¥ Forgiveness
and joy and peace,

Words with Littie People.

With our natural hearts first we know we are doing
“alot” of naughty, sinful things, Aren't we? Then
we feel sorry, ask to be forgiven. and try again, hut
only to go on the same old way. What we need, what
God hus promised to give, is—

*“ A heart in every thonght renewed,
And full of love divine;
Perfect, and right, and pure, and good,
A copy, Lord, of thine.”
To have a new heart is to be ** born again."

THE LESSON CATECHISM,
[For the entire school.]

1. Wheredid Jesus go after his first miracle? To
Jerusalem,

2. Who came to see Jesus at Jernsilem by night #
Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews,

3. What did Jesns tell Nicodemus in the Golden
Text? “ ¥Yemust,”ete,
"4. 'Whnl is it to be born ugain? To have a new

enr

8. How may we have new hearts ? By belleving on
Jesus Christ,

6. How did God show his love for men ¢ By giving
his Son as their Saviour,
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TEXTS AT CHURCH,

Morning Text.

Boming Tolsoiosssoiiiansivines sesnarersee o eseee

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTL
What Christ Is and What He Brings.
I. A Teacuer Brixeine Treri.
A Teacher come from God. v. 2.
**1 will raise them up a Prophet.” Deut, 18, 18,
*God....hath spoken unto us by his Son.”,
II. A Worken Brixeine MiracLes.
These miracles that thou doest. v. 2.
** Miracles....which God did by him." Acts 2, 22,
“Who went about doing good." Acts 10, 88,
11T, A Revearer Briveine KNowLEDGE,
1. Except a man be born again. v, 3.
*“Tn Christ 4e is u new creature.” 2 Cor, b, 17,
2. He cannot see the kingdom of God. v.3.
*The carnal mind is enmity against God." Rom.
8.7
IV. A Sacririce BriNoine REnesprion.
1. Even so....80n of man. ., lifted up. v. 14,
*Thue it behooved Christ to «uffer.”” Luke 24, 46.
2. That whosoever believeth in him." v. 15.
** He that believetl. .. shall be saved.” Mark 16. 16,
8. Should not pervish. v. 15.
* Look unto me, and be ye saved." Tsa, 45. 22,
V. Tue Sox o¥ Gop Brixeine ErervaL Lirg,
1. God soloved the world. v. 14.
** God commendeth his love toward us.” Rom. 5. 8.
2. Gave his only begotten Son. v, 16.
*He that «xpared not his own Son.” Rom. 8, 32.
8. Delieveth. ... have everlasting life. v. 16.
““Jle that believeth ... hath everlasting life," John
6. 47,

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.
The New Birth,

1. The new birth is a reality. Vers, 1-3. There isn
change from nature to grace which is go absolute as to
be “a new creation.” 2 Cor. 5 17, mmgin, We
have geen such a change in men, making swearers rev-
erent, liars truthful, dishonest men honest, and wicked
men pure,

2. The new birth is a necessity. Vers. 3-6. People
are carnal and sinful; they are at enmity with God:
they must be changed before they can come into fellow -
ship with God. A sinner would not he happy in heaven,
Just ag a wicked man is uneasy among the good.

3. The new birth is'a mystery. Vers.7,8. Just as
we cannot see the wind, so we cannot see the process
of being born anew in God's image. No philosopher
can analyze, or explain, or comprehend it. The re-
generate eannot tell the unregenerate what his new life
Is.  Each must lenrn it for himeelf.

4. The new birth is an experience. Vers, 9-11, Every
per<on who hus passed from death unto life is conscious
of it; knows that he has been converted, and enjoys the
conscionsnese of its joys,

8. The new birth i< given through Christ. Vere, 12-16.
Only one who came down from heaven can give this
new birth, The entire Gospel is based upon the fuct
that God gave his Son to die for us, Only through the
eternal One can the eternal life be given,

6. The new birth requires faith. Vers, 15-18, The
condition of our salvation is that we should believe in
Christ, take him n& our Saviour, and cast ourselves
wholly and only upon him,

| 7. The new birth has its reswlts. Vers, 15-18. One

result is freedom from condemnation (ver. 18); the
other is eternal life; which is not merely life without
end, but a divine life, the life of God in the scul of
man.

Knglish Teacher's Notes.

Ir is the fashion in these days to * interview
men, and women too, who have, either by their tal-
ents or by the circumstances in which they have been
placed, achieved a notoriety, and become objects of
interest, for the hour at least, to the newspaper-
reading world, The utterances clicited from these
persons by the “special correspondent” who un-
dertakes the tusk are reproduced for the benefit of
the public; so that, sitting by the fireside, we may
hear the opinions, the predictions, the commcits
on passing events of statesmen and politicians, the

| ideas nnd experiences of travelers, actors, poets,

painters, and muny others, Or, ut least, we hear so
much s they choose to give of them, supposing
they speak with sincerity.

Now in the passage for to-day we have the ne-
count of an interview, between a well-known man, of
standing and consideration among his countrymen,
and a person who had just come into public notice,
On this oceasion the interview was sought, not for
the benefit of the public generally, but for the
private satisfuction of the interviewer; but the
record of it has been preserved for our use, beciuse
it most closely concerns us all.

Jerusulem had just been startled by a very re-
markable oceurrence. It was the feast of the pass-
over, and the city wus, as usual, thronged with
guests from ull parts. The outer court of the tem-
ple had been, year after year, on this oceasion filled
with buyers and sellers and money-ehangers, and
sheep and oxen for the sacrifices, making a xcene of
bustle and confusion very unfitting in the place sct
apwrt for the worship of God. Suddenly an oh-
scure peasant from Galilee appeared in the midst of
the noisy us<embly, and, with authority which none
dared at the moment to question, summmarily drove
out the profaners of the temple, spiaking of it as
his * Futher's house,” Thus he who had shown
forth his glory at the wedding feast at Canu mani-
fested it in Jerusalem. 8o remarkable an incident,
agrecing, 08 it did, with the propliecy of Malnchi
about the Lord coming to his temple (Mul, 8. 2),
attracted general attention, The chief men among
the Jews gathered around this strange unknown
Galilean, to question him upon the matter, asking
for a sign that he had the right to do what he had
Jjust effected. The sign given in answer to this re-
quest was one which awaited a future fulfillment,
but other signs were given, unasked, which con-
vinced some that this must be the expected Messinh,
and bronght them, no douht, to scek further infor-
mation from him. We find, however, that such in-

formation was not given ; * Jesus did not commit him=
| self unto them " generally. He saw, no doubt, a mere
mental assent to his claims, without the heart being
touched. But there was one with whom it was dif-
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ferent.  This man was in earnest—so much so that
he sought a private interview, though he shrank
from letting it be scen that he, the *“ruler” and |
teacher, should wo to inquire of tie Gulilean, And
to this man, Nicodemus, the Lord Jesus did com-
wit himself,

To get an authoritative utterance upon a subject
from the person who, of all others, understands
and lias the right to speik upon that ~ubject, is con-
sidered a valuable thing. We like to hear what
a great statesman has to say upon an importunt
erisis, what u busi man may pr upon a
matter of trade or speculation, especiully if the
thing is said spontancously, in private conversation,
and spoken in sincerity, Then what must be the
value of the utterance given us in the passage for
to-day | 1t is the free and authoritative declaration
of the Son of God concerning the mind and acts
of God; of the King concerning his kingdom, of
the Saviour of the world eoncerning salvation,

Concerning the mind and acts of God,

L What was God's mind toward the world? It
cannot be a matter of indifference to us how God is
minded toward men, Toone who is wholly depend-
ent upon the will and the providence of another,
the favor or the wrath of that other mu-t be of the
utmost consequence, 8o we read in the Pshlms:
“In his favor is life;” “By thy wrath are we
troubled,” Psa, 80,5; 00,7, And we must put
the caso even stronger. Imagine a captured rebel,
whose life depends on the clemency of his sovereign,
How that sovercign is affected toward him must be
a matter of the deepest concern. When Louis
Riel's life hung in the balance, with what anxiety
and eagerness must he havelooked for n declaration
of the mind of the government toward him! The

nout made to Nieod was clear and
decided.  *“God loved the world” 5 more—* God
#0 loved the world” — the guilty, helpless world of
sinners-* that he gave his only begotten Son,” to
#ave these sinners, Thus, in one breath, we learn,
not only the mind of God toward the world, but,

2. What God had done for the world. It is
pleasant to know that we are loved ; that there is a
lieart that cares for us; but the helpless, the needy,
the perishing, want more than that. They wunt
actuul help, and they want it speedily, Said a
peasant in the south of France when the French
Revolution was on the eve of breaking out: 1
hear that somewhere something ix to be done for
the people ; may they do it speedily, for our need is
sore!” Now God has done what is necded for our
relief.  Tn his eternal counsels he had done it ages
hefore the announcement was made to Nicodemus,
In actual fuct it was being done then, for the Only
begotten Son ” had becn ‘“sent,” and had come,
And in actual fact it is finished now.

Concerning the kingdom, These guilty, helpless
sinners whom God loved were to be gathered to-
gether to form a glorious kingdom unto him, A
“kingdom " was what the Jews were looking for,
and probably it was this that Nicodemus wanted to

hear about,  And he was startled to hear two things

about it. (1) Those who entered it must be
born again; for (2) it was a spiritual kingdom,
He, the ruler, the * muster in Isruel,” could not
%o inas he was! He must be mude anew, * born
of the 8pirit.”  How couid such a thing be?  And
then Jesus spoke to him,

Concerning the way of salvation. “ Ye must be
born again— “born of the Spirit”— but how ¢
How does the Holy Ghost effect thns wonderful new
creation? The old story of the “serpent in the
wilderness ™ makes it plain, The Son of Gud be-
comes the “Son of Man,” and is * lifted up " on
the cross foralost world, Whoever * belield the ser-
pent of brass” (Num, 21, 9) lived. Whoever beholds
Christ crucified, as he is revealed by the Holy Spirit,
recognizes his own sinfulness and aceepts Christ ns
his Saviour. Thus he is  born of the Spirit,” be-
comes a new creature, a * Son of God (chap. 1,12);
he lives ; he ix saved, This is Christ'sown declura-
tion concerning the way of sulvation, und he taught
noother way. This is the one requisite for eseaping
wrath and entering the kingdom,

The subject is too full to be treuted thoroughly in
80 small & space, but I trust that what I have sug-
gested, by way of introduction, may assist the teacher
to press home the great authorative declaration of our
Lord, the lesson of the Golden Text, * Ye must be
born ugain,”

Berean Methods.
Hints for the Teachers' Meeting and the Class,

Begin with the lust lesson, and name in order the in-
tervening events (for which see General Statement),
1. Visit to Capernium, 9, The first pussover of the
Saviour's ministry at Jernsalem, 3. Cleansing the tem-
Ple. 4. This interview with Nicodemus, The journeys
of Jesus might be shown on the map....Nicodemns,
who he was, rank, character. after history, etc.... There
are two lines of thonght in this lesson. One {8 glven in
the Thoughts for Young People, ““The New Birth.,”
Let the verses under each topic be read, and the point
made plain and illustrated. ... Another treatment con-
sists in making Christ as the center of the teaching,
“Who he is, and what he brings " as shown in the An-
alytical and Bibliea) Ontline. Under ench hend, first
show “What he is," and then “What he brings.”
Read the verses, and especiully the references, as ench
point is presented .. Tn teaching this leseon, be eareful
not to bring up eide-issnes, and not to allow contro-
versies, Keep to the line of its spiritnal teaching, and
Impress on every scholar the Golden Text,

References. Frerwaw, Ver, 1: The Pharisees, 603,

CATECHISM QUESTION,

2. What do mean by the Holy Spirit's in.
Bl you y oly Sp

That he put it into the minds of hol men to write, and
Instructed them how o write, v '

Lesson Word-Pictures,

The crowd that had gathered abont
day have now scattered.

Jesus during the
He ls alone. He may be in
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the guest-chumber, or down in the leafy court near the
musically splashing fountain, or up on the house-roof
watching the far-off stars set like shore-lights along
deep, bottomless eeas of azure. Hark! A step is
heard, Some one seeks the presence of Jesus, It is
Nicodemus, the Jewish ruler, and he bows before the
wonderful Teacher. As th it there in the shadows,
you hear the earnest tones of their conversation, *
can a man be born uguin ¥ ** Nicodemus is asking. As
Christ speaks of the Spirit you almost expect to heur
the mysterious whirr of that wind blowing * where it
listeth.,” And then as that talk by night goes on you
look afar and behold a rough, weary land, Fiery ser-
pents durt umong a rebellious people, and they writhe
in agony. Suddenly, up, up, rises a pole bearing a
serpent of braes, and O what release from pain comes to
these who turn helpless eyec of appeal toward it!
That wus a look into the past as Jesus talked with Nico-
demus, He still gpeaks, and now there is u glance into
the future when amid darkness and disgrace the Son of
God lifted on a cross, bows his tired head and dies for
thoge who look to him with faith in the mercy of God.

Blackboard.
BY 1. B, PHIPPS, E8Q,
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BORN AGAIN.
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The diagram {llustrates so plain a teaching of the les-
son that it needs no explanation, A review may be
made on the other side of the board. First, write *“ Tne
SEEKER,"” and in answer to questions the following :

h /
) gl

Nic. Ru. at Ni. Then write “Tre Wav.," VYe
MUST B. A, of W.and 8. “Tue Messace.” God
Loved, God Gave. Whosoever. Ev. Life, These

cateh-words and letters are to be written s the answers
are made by the school in response to questions from
the desk.

Primary and Intermediate,

LessoN Tuouvenr. 7he New Heart. Print “Nico-
demus, Ruler of the Jews, Pharisee,” on the boar,
Explain that Nicodemus was a man of learning and
high position, or he conld not have been a ruler of the
Jews. Tell that most of the Pharisees were proud, and
thought themeelves too good to need a Saviour; so they
did not want Jeens, and would not listen to him, Nico-
demus was not like these, He had heard of the mira-
cles Jesus worked, and thought he must be a man sent
by God, 8o he wanted to talk with him. He did not
know that Jesns could see right into his heart, Tm-
press the thonght that all hearts are alike, and that just
what Nicodemns needed a little child needs—na new,
clean heart. Call for Golden Text, and teach thut Jesus
says that to each one of ns,

The Old Heart. Tell that Nicodemus did not know

what Jesus meant hy being born again, He was trying
to do right and please God, but often finding that he

| wanted to do wrong. That is the wuy with the old
| heart. It wants its own way. A little girl once said
| to her mother, **T know I could do right all the time if
I pleased. 1 will show you that I can be good all my
own eelf for a whole week.” Her mother #aid, * Very
well."  Defore the week was over the little girl came
to her mother and suid, ** Mamma, 1 see Iean't do right
with my old heart. I must have a new one.,” Tlhe old
heurt loves sin. Jesus looked into the heart of Nico-

demus and saw that it was a proud, self-loving heart,
fullof glu. Helooks into our hearts,
there ?

JERUS

What does he see

The New Heart. Teach that
Nicodemuos did the wike and
right thing to come to Jesus to
inquire ubout these things,
Jeeus sends his Holy Spirit into
the heurt that asks, and some
wiy=we do not know how-
the Holy Spirit makes the heart
new and clenn, o that it no
longer loves sin. Talk about
light, what it is good for, ete., and teach that the Spirit
is a light to show sin, and also to show Jesus the Savionr
from sin. Read verse 16 slowly, letting class repeut
it clause by clause, and tell the story of the Israelites
who were cured by looking at the brazen serpent. Show
the cross, and teach that sin will kill us if we are not
cared. God tells us to look at Jesus, lifted up on the
cross, to show God's love for the world, and we shall
be cured. 1f we look at Jesus we shall want to be like
him, and 8o we shall be glad to let our sins go, and have
the new heart thatloves to please Jesus. Teach,
** Create inme a ~lean heart, 0 God #"

LESSONS FOR MAY, 1856,
MaY 2. Jeeus at the Well. John 4. 5
| May 0. Sowing and Reaping. John 4.
| May 16. The Nobleman's Son. John 4, 43-54,
| May 23, Jesus at Bethesda. Joln5, 5-18,
May 20. Jesus Feeding Five Thounsand. John 6, 1-21.

7-42.

Book Notices.

Social Studies in England. By farah K. Bolton.
Boston : D. Lothrop & Co. The * Social Studies "' in
this volume are limited to the opportunities afforded to
English women for higher education and for remuner-
atlve employment. ‘The book is filled with facts of the
most interesting und important cheracter, and will be
found of great value to all who are interested in the
questions discussed,

An Aid to English Grammar. By Asher Sturke
wenther, A.B. Syracuse, N, Y.: C, W, Bardecn. This
book is prepared not for the use of the scholar. but of
the teacher, It presents in alphabetical order the prin-
cipal words in the lungunge, ehows how one word in
various uses may be either a noun, an adjective, or a
verh, and gives sentences illuetrative of each use,

Epochs of Anclent History: The Spartan and Theban
Supremacies. By Charles Sankey, M.A. Epochs of
Modern History : The Early Hanoverians. By Edward
E. Morris. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons. In
this age the reading public prefers a series of small
books, each on one tople, to an elaborate work on the
general subject. The plan has its advantages of con-
venlence in handling, of thoroughness in treatment,
and of variety in style,  We know of no better course of
| historical hand-books than the two Epoch Serfes, ancient
and modern, to which these compact and well-written
books belong.




